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Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: Rahul Gan-
dhi describes himself 
as the best chess player 
among Indian politicians, 
and his latest gambit 
appears to be his deci-
sion to contest from Rae 
Bareli instead of his home 
ground Amethi.

“He is an experienced 
player of politics and 
chess. The party leader-
ship takes its decisions 
after much discussion, 
and as part of a larger 
strategy. This single deci-
sion has befuddled the 
BJP, its supporters, and 
its sycophants,” Congress 
general secretary Jairam 
Ramesh said in a post 
on the much-anticipated 
decision.

“The BJP’s self-pro-
claimed Chanakya, 
who used to talk about 
‘paramparagat seat’ is 
now not sure how to 
respond,” he said.

The chess reference 
by Ramesh comes days 
after the Congress put 

out a video of Gandhi 
talking about his interest 
in the board game and its 
similarities with politics. 

In the video, when Gan-
dhi is asked who is the 
best chess player among 
Indian politicians, he 
said, “Me”. Gandhi had 
made his poll debut from 

Amethi in 2004 and saw 
relative smooth sailing 
in the irst 10 years with 
the UPA being in power, 
while the last 10 years 
have been challenging.

He won the 2014 polls 
against the BJP’s Smriti 
Irani by over a lakh votes 
but she had run a spir-
ited campaign and made 
inroads into the Congress 
citadel of Amethi.

She inally breached 
the fortress in 2019, 
beating the Gandhi fam-
ily scion by over 55,000 
votes. However, Gandhi’s 
‘Plan B’ seemed to have 
worked as he contested 
the polls from two con-
stituencies and won from 
Kerala’s Wayanad, ensur-
ing that his stint in Parlia-
ment continued.

Some of the earlier 
electoral gambles of 
Gandhi such as pitch-
ing the 2019 polls cam-
paign of the Congress 
on the Rafale issue have 
not paid of but Gandhi 
maintained his attack on 
Narendra Modi.

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi waves to supporters after filing his nomination for the Lok Sabha elections.

Rahul makes ‘chess move’ 
with shift to Rae Bareli
Gandhi hopes that the move will checkmate opponents but BJP sees it as a cowardly retreat. 

FACTFILE

z Gandhi filed his 

papers from Uttar 

Pradesh’s Rae Bareli 

constituency in the 

afternoon, barely 

an hour before 

nominations closed for 

the Lok Sabha seat on 

Friday.

Rahul goes 

around and ask 

people not to feel 

afraid. I would 

tell them the same 

thing - don’t be 

afraid and don’t 

run away”

Narendra Modi 

Prime Minister 

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: The ED Fri-
day said it has attached 
assets worth over Rs 205 
crore of retired IAS offi-
cer Anil Tuteja, the Rai-
pur mayor’s brother and 
a former excise depart-
ment special secretary, 
besides others, in a 
money-laundering probe 
linked to an alleged 

liquor scam in Chhattis-
garh. The attached prop-
erties include 14 assets 
of Tuteja worth Rs 15.82 
crore, 115 properties of 
Anwar Dhebar, the elder 
brother of Raipur Mayor 
and Congress leader 
Aijaz Dhebar, worth Rs 
116.16 crore, properties 
of Vikash Agarwal alias 
Subbu worth Rs 1.54 
crore and 33 properties 

of Arvind Singh worth 
Rs 12.99 crore, it said in 
a statement.
A property worth Rs 
1.35 crore of Arunpati 
Tripathi, an Indian 
Telecom Service officer 
and special secretary of 
the excise department, 
nine properties worth 
Rs 28.13 crore of liquor 
businessman Trilok 
Singh Dhillon and jewel-

lery worth Rs 27.96 crore 
of Naveen Kedia (linked 

to the Durg-based Chhat-
tisgarh Distillery Lim-
ited) were attached as 
well.

In addition, the ED 
also attached movable 
properties worth Rs 
1.2 crore of Asheesh 
Saurabh Kedia/Dishita 
Ventures Pvt Ltd and 
a vehicle registered in 
the name of Nexgen 
Engitech Power Pvt Ltd.

| CHHATTISGARH LIQUOR SCAM |

ED attaches assets worth Rs 205 cr in liqur scam

NUMBER

205
z  The total value 

of these assets, 18 

movable and 161 

immovable, is Rs 

205.49 crore.

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI:  The Election 
Commission on Friday 
directed states to ensure 
that those intending to 
contest polls are provided 
with ‘no dues certiicate’ 
within 48 hours of the 
request as those who do 

not submit the document 
while iling nominations 
face the prospect of their 
papers being rejected.

If a candidate is not 
able to provide ‘no dues 
certiicate’ even after 
he has cleared all such 
dues, it goes against his 
candidature at the time 

of scrutiny of nomina-
tions. The EC advisory 
noted that there is “no 
respite” to the candidate 
even if he submits ‘no 
dues certiicate’ after 
expiry of the statutory 
period of iling of nom-
inations in the constitu-
ency concerned.

|  L S  P O L L S  |

Tolerance foundation 
of sound marriage: SC
Press Trust of India

Many times, the 
parents and close 
relatives of a mar-
ried woman make 
a mountain out of 
a mole and their 
action brings about 
complete destruc-
tion of the marital 
bonds on trivial 
issues.    

NEW DELHI: Tolerance, 
adjustment and respect 
are the foundation of 
a sound marriage and 
petty quibbles and tri-
ling diferences are 
mundane matters that 
should not be blown out 
of proportion to destroy 
what is said to have been 
made in the heaven, the 
Supreme Court said on 
Friday while quashing a 
dowry-harassment case 
iled by a woman against 
her husband.

A bench of Justices J 
B Pardiwala and Manoj 
Misra said the irst thing 
that comes to the mind 
of the woman, her par-
ents and relatives is 
police, as if police are 
the panacea of all evil.

No sooner the matter 
reaches police, even if 
there are fair chances of 
reconciliation between 
the spouses, they would 
get destroyed, the bench 

said. “The foundation of 
a sound marriage is tol-
erance, adjustment and 
respecting one another. 
Tolerance to each 
other’s fault to a cer-
tain bearable extent has 
to be inherent in every 
marriage. 

Petty quibbles, tri-
ling diferences are 
mundane matters and 
should not be exagger-
ated and blown out of 
proportion to destroy 
what is said to have been 
made in the heaven.

Noida bizman arrested
Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: Noida: The 
Special Task Force of 
the Uttar Pradesh police 
on Thursday arrested a 
Noida-based business-
man in connection with 
a probe into the alleged 
Chhattisgarh liquor 
scam, oicials said. An 
FIR was lodged at the 

Kasna police station in 
Greater Noida in July last 
year on the complaint of 
a deputy director of the 
Enforcement Directorate 
(ED), which is investi-
gating the alleged scam. 
Those named as accused 
were Niranjan Das, IAS 
oicer and former excise 
commissioner of Chhat-
tisgarh, Arunpati Trip-

athi, managing director 
of Chhattisgarh State 
Marketing Corporation 
Limited and special sec-
retary (excise), Chhat-
tisgarh, Anil Tuteja, IAS 
oicer and former indus-
tries secretary, Chhat-
tisgarh, Anwar Dhewar, 
a politician, and Noida-
based businessman 
Vidhu Gupta.

FACTFILE

z It said during the 

ongoing Lok Sabha 

polls, an intending 

candidate could 

not obtain such a 

certificate despite 

clearing dues.

BSF personnel 

on poll duty 

injured 

RAIGARH: As many as 17 
personnel of the Border 
Security Force (BSF) 
deployed on election 
duty were injured when 
a bus they were travel-
ling in rammed into a 
tree in Chhattisgarh’s 
Raigarh district on Fri-
day, an official said. 
The accident occurred 
on Kamosin Dand 
ghat road near Chalha  
village.

NEWSLINE

BUSINESS

ADB open to funding 

space sector in India, 

says Dasgupta

The Asian Development 
Bank is open to funding 
the space sector in India 
in addition to focusing 
on climate inance to 
mitigate the associated 
risks, said its Vice Pres-
ident Bhargav Dasgupta 
on Friday .
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WORLD

lLunar probe 

mission to collect 

samples from far 

side of moon

FASTFACTS

z The top court’s 

observation came in a 

judgment that set aside 

a Punjab and Haryana 

High Court order, which 

dismissed a husband’s 

plea seeking the 

quashing of a criminal 

case lodged against 

him.

zThe court said the 

main sufferers in 

matrimonial disputes 

are the children.

China on Friday 
launched a 53-day-long 
lunar probe mission to 
collect samples for the 
irst time from the far 
side of the moon and 
bring them for scientiic 
studies.
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EC for quick no dues certificate 

to people to contest polls CHHATTISGARH

‘We must embrace 

Indianness in its 

entirety’

Vice-Chancellor of Guru 
Ghasidas Vishwavidya-
laya (a Central Univer-
sity) and coordinator 
of the workshop, Prof. 
Alok Kumar Chakrawal, 
emphasized upon the 
necessity of embracing 
Indianness in its entirety 
on May 3 in Delhi, 

Page 6



Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Congress Work-
ing Committee member 
Gurdeep Sappal today 
asked Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi as to why 
Bharatiya Janata Party is 
running away from elec-
tions in Kashmir.  BJP 
could not ield even a 
single candidate in any 
of three seats in Kashmir, 
he said. ‘Rahul Gandhi’s 
‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’ was 
started from Kashmir 
where Rahul Gandhi told 
the people of the country 
not to be afraid. Kash-
mir is an integral part of 
India’, Sappal who is also 

the AICC administration 
in-charge said in a press 
conference here today.

He said that PM Modi 
who himself looked 
afraid was advising Con-
gress not to be afraid.  
Charging the Prime Min-
ister Modi with spreading 
lies about Congress’ man-
ifesto, Sappal said that 
Modi was lying because 
he was afraid of the truth 
of Congress manifesto 
about inlation. Inlation 
has increased in the last 
10 years and the data of 
Reserve Bank of India 
shows that in the last one 
year, the liability of the 
general public in India 

has increased by 75 per-
cent, he said, adding that 
it is the people who are 
sufering from inlation.

PM Modi talks about 
Mangalsutra again and 
again and that too, the 

data of Reserve Bank of 
India shows that gold 
loans in the country have 
increased ive times in 
the last ive years, Sappal 
said. When the Congress’ 
INDIA Alliance govern-
ment comes to power 
at the Centre, irst of all 
women will be given Rs 1 
lakh annually under the 
Mahalaxmi Yojana and 
women will get 50 per-
cent reservation in gov-
ernment jobs, he said. 

According to him 
unemployment in this 
country has increased 
the most in 4 decades. 
‘The policy that Modi 
government talks about 

was never implemented, 
like neither smart city 
was made, nor Make in 
India was made, nor was 
it able to clean the Ganga, 
nor was it able to double 
the income of the farm-
ers’, he said. According 
to him manufacturing has 
fallen by almost a quarter 
during the Modi govern-
ment and therefore there 
is no employment. Modi 
brought GST which every 
businessman is unhappy 
with and the entire 
business class has been 
ruined, he said. Moreover 
recruitment in railways 
and banks has stopped, 
he said. 

Why is BJP running away 
from elections in Kashmir?

Congress Working Committee member Gurdeep Sappal addressing a press conference.

PM Modi who himself looked afraid was advising Congress not to be afraid.  Charging 
the Prime Minister Modi with spreading lies about Congress’ manifesto.

EoW to 
conduct 
inquiry into 
irregularities 
scam

RAIPUR: The Economic 
Ofence Wing (EoW) is 
going to conduct inquiry 
into the alleged irregulari-
ties into School Education 
Department and for this 
decision has been taken to 
take departmental permis-
sion from the School Edu-
cation Department. This 
news has created sensation 
in the entire School Edu-
cation Department. It was 
earlier learnt that the EoW 
is going to conduct inquiry 
into the alleged irregulari-
ties in the promotion and 
now it is not this issue, 
but that of appointment 
of compassionate grounds 
and it is linked to Bilaspur. 
Actually during the Corona 
period in 2020,  the oice 
of the District Education 
Oicer in Bilaspur district 
granted compassionate 
appointment to family 
members of the deceased.

Press Trust Of India

RAIPUR: In a thought-pro-
voking discourse at the 
Shaheed Smarak Audito-
rium, Raipur District Col-
lector, Dr. Gaurav Kumar 
Singh, emphasized the 
importance of nurturing 
well-rounded individuals 
over academic achievers in 
a “Parents Meet” session. 
Dr. Singh urged parents 
and educators to focus 

on fostering qualities that 
shape students into exem-
plary citizens rather than 
solely prioritizing aca-
demic success. Addressing 
a packed hall of over 700 
parents and teachers, Dr. 
Singh shared his insights 
on child psychology, holis-
tic development, and resil-
ience in facing challenges. 
He stressed that excellence 
should be measured by 
individual character and 

not just academic perfor-
mance, advocating for a 
curriculum that nurtures 
students’ innate talents 
and encourages them to 
navigate life’s obstacles 
with positivity. Highlight-
ing the abundance of 
information available in 
the digital age, Dr. Singh 
underscored the impor-
tance of instilling moral 
values, self-discipline, and 
integrity in students.

Central Chronicle News

Consumers are 
encouraged to 
actively engage 
in the safety pro-
cess by requesting 
checks from deliv-
ery personnel upon 
their arrival.

RAIPUR: In a move aimed 
at enhancing consumer 
safety, LPG delivery per-
sonnel will now conduct 
free inspections of gas 
appliances during cylin-
der deliveries. This initia-
tive, spearheaded by gov-
ernment oil companies 
and their distributors, 
seeks to educate consum-
ers on safety protocols 
while ensuring the integ-
rity of gas installations.

During the Basic 
Safety Check (BSC), 
delivery personnel will 

meticulously examine gas 
appliances, encompass-
ing eight crucial safety 
measures, to mitigate 
risks such as leaks. It is 
mandatory for consum-
ers to undergo a compre-
hensive inspection of gas 
installations and equip-
ment every ive years, a 
service previously subject 
to fees but now ofered at 
no cost.

Notably, if any gas 
appliance fails the safety 
assessment or if the 
orange-colored pipe is 
deemed unit for use, 
replacements will be 
provided at discounted 
rates. The ongoing safety 
checks will gradually 
expand to encompass a 
wider range of gas appli-
ances in consumers’ 
homes.

LPG Gas Cylinders in stock at Godown

FACTFILE

z   By prioritizing 

safety and awareness, 

this initiative aims 

to bolster consumer 

confidence and ensure 

the secure usage of 

LPG appliances.
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RAIPUR: The birth and penance festi-
val of the revered 20th Tirthankara of 
Jainism, Muni Suvratnath Bhagwan, 
was celebrated with fervor and devo-
tion by members of the Jain commu-
nity at the Adinath Digambar Jain Bada 
Mandir on Malviya Road in the capital 
city. Devotees thronged the temple 
complex to pay homage to Lord 
Munisuvrat Nath, illing the air with 
chants and praises. The atmosphere 
was imbued with spiritual fervor as 
religious rituals were conducted with 
enthusiasm. Sanjay Jain Nayak, Pres-
ident of Digambar Jain Bada Mandir, 
and Vice President Shreyash Jain Balu 
shared details of the day’s festivities. 

The celebrations commenced at 8:30 
am with the ritualistic anointment of 
Lord Pushpadant in front of Lord Par-
shvanath, accompanied by the pour-
ing of ‘Prasuk’ water from silver urns. 
Amidst chants invoking peace and 
prosperity, devotees ofered prayers 
and performed Aarti with deep rev-
erence.  Oferings of Arghya, lamp, 
and ‘srefal’ were made at the Lord’s 
feet, symbolizing heartfelt devotion 
and spiritual fulillment. The celebra-
tion resonated with joyous praises 
for Lord Munisuvratnath, as devo-
tees expressed gratitude for spiritual 
enlightenment and liberation from the 
cycle of birth and death.

Festival with devotion
Jain community celebrates  Muni Suvratnath  

Bhagwan’s Birth and Penance Festival with devotion

HIGHLIGHT

z BJP could not field 

even a single candidate 

in any of three seats in 

Kashmir.

z RBI data shows 

that gold loans in the 

country have increased 

five times in the last 5 

years.

Congress should learn 

political and leadership 

skills from PM Modi

Vijay Sharma, 

Deputy CM, Chhattisgarh Govt
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|  PARENTS MEET | 

Collector encourages student’s at ‘Parents Meet’

RAIPUR: In a groundbreaking move 
ahead of the Lok Sabha Elections 2024, 
voters in Raipur will have the chance to 
acquaint themselves with their respec-
tive polling booths and available facil-
ities through the “Come Know Your 
Booth” campaign. Spearheaded by Col-
lector and District Returning Oicer, Dr. 
Gaurav Singh, this initiative is poised to 
redeine the voter experience. Under 
the initiative, slated for May 5th between 
8 am to 11 am, voters will be able to 
inspect their designated booths, thanks 
to Dr. Singh’s proactive instructions to 
all zone commissioners to ensure basic 
amenities. The campaign aims to pro-
vide transparency and comfort to vot-
ers, ensuring a hassle-free polling expe-
rience. Dr. Singh’s meticulous planning 
includes provisions for essential facil-
ities such as lemonade, juice, and cold 
drinking water to combat the heat. 

BOOTH CAMPAIGN

‘Come Know Your Booth’ 

campaign for voters 

before voting on May 5

RAIPUR:  Omkar Singh has been elected 
as the President of the Chhattisgarh 
Advertising Agency Association, with 
Afsar Khan assuming the role of Gen-
eral Secretary. The decision was made 
following a unanimous vote by all mem-
bers, supported by election oicers 
Deepak Jain, patron Shivaji Manthani, 
and Ajay Jain.

The newly elected President, Omkar 
Singh, wasted no time in constituting a 
new executive committee. This commit-
tee comprises prominent igures in the 
advertising industry, including patrons 
Ajay Jain, Deepak Jain, and Shivaji Man-
thani, along with General Secretary 
Afsar Khan and Vice President Ritesh 
Agarwal.

ASSOCIATION ELECTION

Omkar Singh elected 

President of Advertising 

Agency Association 

|  L P G  A P P L I A N C E S  S A F E T Y  |

Free Gas Appliance safety checks 

introduced for consumers

 LIQUOR SCAM

STF of UP takes Vidhu 

Gupta into arrest in  

Rs 2000 cr liquor scam

RAIPUR: The busi-
nessman Vidhu 
Gupta supply fake 
holograms in the 
Excise scam in 
Chhattisgarh has 
been arrested 
by STF from UP. 
Vidhu Gupta is 
Director of Prizm 
Holography and Security Films Lim-
ited. It was in view of the FIRlodged 
in Thana Kasna Gautam Budh Nagarin 
case of the liquor scam by ED under 
Prevention of Corruption Act (PCA), 
that the STF from UP nabbed Vidhu. 

The ED  or EOW team can go to 
Noida in order to interrogate Vidhu 
Gupta. It is notable here that in case 
of liquor scam in Chhattisgarh, case 
has been iled against the then Excise 
Commissioner Niranjan Das.

HELPLINE SUPPORT

CGBSE launches 

Helpline to support 

students ahead of results

RAIPUR: In a bid to alleviate the stress 
and anxiety faced by students await-
ing the results of their 10th and 12th 
board exams, the Chhattisgarh Board 
of Secondary Education (CGBSE) has 
initiated a helpline service. This pro-
active step aims to provide support 
and guidance to students and their 
families during this crucial period.

The helpline, established in col-
laboration with CGBSE, ofers stu-
dents and their parents direct access 
to career counselors. These counsel-
ors are equipped to address a wide 
range of concerns related to exam 
results and career choices. The help-
line, which commenced operations 
on May 1st, operates from 10:30 am to 
5 pm and can be reached toll-free at 
18002334363. Dr. Varsha Varvandkar, 
a prominent psychologist and career 
counselor, responded promptly to 
calls, resolving various queries and 
concerns raised by candidates and 
their parents. 

Focus on fostering 

qualities that 

shape students 

into exemplary 

citizens

 

Dr. Gaurav Kumar Singh, 
Raipur District Collector
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Raipur News

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: ‘Tribal peo-
ple have been uplifted 
because of Prime Minis-
ter Modi and BJP. BJP is 
the real well-wisher of the 
tribals. Today, Draupadi 
Murmu, the daughter of 
a tribal community, is 
occupying the highest 
position in the country 
and for the irst time in 
Chhattisgarh, the son of 
a tribal has been made 
the Chief Minister. All 
this has been possible 
only because of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
and BJP’, Chief Minis-
ter Vishnu Deo Sai said 
while addressing a public 
meeting under election 
campaign. He addressed 
huge public meetings in 
Premnagar of Surajpur, 
Parsada of Takhatpur and 
Gudelia of Bhatapara.

Revered Atal ji created 
the Ministry of Tribal 
Welfare for the welfare of 
tribals and today its bud-
get is equal to the budget 
of Chhattisgarh, Sai said, 
maintaining that Prime 
Minister Modi is working 
for betterment of 12.5 
crore tribals of the coun-
try. He called for pressing 
the button on Lotus sym-
bol on 7th May to make 
Modi ji the Prime Minis-
ter for the third time.

In Premnagar, a tribal 
dominated area of Sur-
guja, CM Sai said that 
Congress sans any issue 

was spreading vari-
ous kinds of confusion 
among the people today. 
Congress is creating con-
fusion over tampering 
with the Constitution 
and abolishing reserva-
tion and scrapping of 
public welfare schemes, 
Sai said. He said that 
being a Chief Minister, he 
neither told the public 
about any scheme being 
closed nor about ending 
of reservation. 

Sai said that the Con-
gress Party was making 
women ill the forms by 
promising to give them 
Rs 1 lakh per year. 

People will not be swayed 
away by Congress: CM Sai

The country will develop even 
more in the third innings

‘Modi, who is concerned about happiness and sorrow of people, has to be made PM again’

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR:  ‘The history of 
India has been very glo-
rious and powerful. The 
culture and civilization 
here has been unimag-
inable in the world. Our 
country has always been 
a giver to the world, 
never a taker. Since 
ancient times, we have 
given a lot to the world, 
like medicine, mathe-
matics, science, Vedas, 
Puranas, culture and eth-
ics. There is nothing that 

India has not given to the 
world’ Deputy Chief Min-
ister Arun Sao said in an 
intellectual conference 
organized by BJP in the 
auditorium of Maharaja 
Agrasen College located 
in Samta Colony, Raipur 
on Thursday. 

He, however, said that 
at one time India had to 
sufer the slavery of the 
Mughals and the British. 
‘During this period, a feel-
ing of inferiority and self-
consciousness was illed 
in the minds of all of us. 

Lord Macaulay’s educa-
tion policy is an example 
of this. Due to this, India’s 
respect in the world grad-
ually started decreasing’, 
he said. According to 
him Country’s progress 
stopped due to political 
selishness. But BJP and 
Modi took the country 
forward with a vision of 
developed India, he said

According to Sao today 
Modi ji has a stable and 
strong government, a gov-
ernment which has the 
power to take tough and 

big decisions. In these last 
10 years, India is moving 
forward at a fast pace to 
regain its lost glory and 
pride and because of 
this India’s respect has 
increased in the world 
today, he said. 

India is the largest and 
oldest democratic country 
in the world. But with the 
aim of winning the elec-
tions, the political parties 
did not work towards tak-
ing the country forward 
by creating a far-reaching 
vision, he said. 

Central Chronicle News

In order to provide 
relief to passengers 
from scorching heat 
railway administra-
tion has made misting 
system operational.

RAIPUR: The Divisional 
Railway Administration is 
making efort to provide 
better weather-appropri-
ate passenger facilities to 
the passengers at Raipur 
station. To this end the 
facility of misting machine 

installed in Platform 01, 
Platform 02 - 03, Platform 
05- 06 of Raipur station 
has been made opera-
tional. Misting system will 
provide relief from heat to 
the passengers besides cre-
ating a cool environment 
in the platforms of the sta-
tions during summer days.

|  R E L I E F  F R O M  H E A T  |

Rly admn makes misting 
system operational at station 

Sai meets society 
heads, seeks 
support for Saroj
Central Chronicle News

With just four days 

left for polling in 3rd 

phase of Lok Sabha 

elections, Chief 

Minister Vishnu Deo 

Sai is on a stormy 

election campaign.  

RAIPUR: Chief Minis-
ter Vishnu Deo Sai had 
a long discussion with 
more than ifty society 
heads in Korba today. 
Sai told all the prom-
inent people that the 
people of Korba were 

fortunate to have got a 
capable candidate like 
Saroj Pandey. He called 
Saroj Pandey a lioness.

While discussing the 
ten years of work of PM 
Modi with the society 
heads, he expressed the 
need of the country to 
make him the Prime Min-
ister again. PM Modi has 
always been concerned 
about the progress of 
every society, he said. 
He said that Chhattisgarh 
government took deci-
sions in public interest in 
minimum time and this 
pace of quick decisions 
will continue.

Chief Minister Vishnu Deo Sai addressed public meetings in Surajpur, Takhatpur and Bhatapara.

On BJP’s Sankalp Patra 
in the meeting held at 
Parsada in Takhatpur, 
Chief Minister Vishnu 
Deo Sai said ‘we also 
call our Sankalp Patra 
a guarantee of Modi’. 
A total of 4 crore PM 
houses were built dur-
ing the 10 years of 
Modi’s government, he 
said. Prime Minister has 
announced to build 3 

crore new PM Awas in 
the next 5 years, he said, 
adding that under the 
Modi government, now 
elderly people up to 70 
years of age will also get 
free treatment under 
the Ayushman Bharat 
scheme. Under Mudra 
Yojana, sons and daugh-
ters will get loans up to 
Rs 20 lakh instead of Rs 
10 lakh, he said. 

HIGHLIGHT

z A total of 4 crore 

PM houses were built 

during the 10 years of 

Modi’s government.

z Under Mudra Yojana, 

sons and daughters 

will get loans up to Rs 

20 lakh instead of Rs 

10 lakh.

Misting system installed at Raipur station becomes operational.

FASTFACTS

z Misting machine 

installed in Platform 01, 

Platform 02 - 03, Platform 

05- 06 of Raipur station.

68 EVMs 

dispatched 

to NIT for 

training
RAIPUR: The preparations 
for the May 7 elections 
in the Raipur district for 
Lok Sabha (LS) polls 2024 
have now gained momen-
tum. The government 
oicers and employees 
on election duty would be 
imparted two-day train-
ing in NIT Raipur. A total 
of 68 EVMs to be used 
in the training to oi-
cers and employees who 
are going to work in the 
polling centre were dis-
patched in a truck amidst 
tight police security in the 
morning today. The train-
ing will be organized for 
two days till Saturday.
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CRIME

Gang of thieves 
busted, 4 
arrested for 
stealing lakhs

RAIPUR: Cases of theft 
are continuously being 
reported in Raipur. More 
than Rs 15 lakh was sto-
len from Tikrapara and 
Purani-Basti area recently. 
Raipur Police have 
arrested 4 persins in con-
nection with the incidents 
of theft. Additional SP 
Crime Sandeep Mittal has 
given information about 
the matter in a press con-
ference. According to 
the information received 
from the police, 4 persons 
including Raju Sikka were 
carrying out incidents of 
theft from marriage pro-
grams and empty houses. 
More than 20 theft cases 
are registered against Raju 
Sikka so far. Raju Sikka 
had allegedly committed 
theft of jewelery and cash 
worth lakhs of rupees in 
an empty house located 
at Laxmi Nagar Jhanda 
Chowk. In this incident, 
he had allegedly used 
a stolen Activa (CG/04/
PR/9928), the report of 
which was lodged in the 
Civil Line police station. 

LIQUOR SHOPS

hree dry days 
Chhattisgarh in 
view of LS polls 

RAIPUR: In view of the 
third phase of Lok Sabha 
elections to be held on 
May 7, liquor shops will 
remain closed for 3 days 
in Chhattisgarh. Liquor 
shops will remain closed 
on 5, 6 and 7 May. The 
shutters of the shops will 
open only on the next 
day of elections i.e. on 
8th May.

The Excise Depart-
ment has declared three 
days as dry day in view of 
the Lok Sabha elections. 
Liquor shops will remain 
closed 48 hours before 
voting i.e. from 5 pm on 
May 5. This order will 
be applicable to Durg, 
Bilaspur, Janjgir-Champa, 
Korba, Raigarh, Surguja 
Lok Sabha constituencies 
including Raipur.

NEWSLINE

|  CONFERENCE | 

India moving ahead to regain its lost glory and pride

People have made up 
their mind to make 
Cong win: PCC chief

Central Chronicle News

Pradesh Congress 
President Deepak 
Baij Deepak Baij 
said that given his 
party’s ongoing 
election campaign 
in the entire Chhat-
tisgarh he was 
quite hopeful of his 
party’s victory.  

RAIPUR: According to PCC 
Chief Deepak Baij there is 
an atmosphere against 
BJP and Modi. It is clear 
from the statement of BJP 
after the irst and second 
phase that Congress gov-
ernment is being formed, 
he said. The public has 
made up its mind to 
make Congress win and 
there is a strong atmo-
sphere in favor of Con-
gress, he said. The PCC 
chief described Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
as an artist saying that no 
one can be a greater artist 
than Modi. BJP fought its 
irst election on the issue 
of black money, second 
election on Pulwama and 
this time instead of talk-
ing on issues he is playing 
drama, Baij said to make 
his point.

On the statement of 
Deputy Chief Minister 
Arun Sao on Rahul Gan-
dhi contesting elections 
from Rae Bareli, Deepak 
Baij said ‘Rahul Gan-
dhi is the leader of the 
country. He can ight on 

whichever seat he wants 
to ight and that Arun 
Sao’s statement has no 
signiicance’. Regarding 
the investigation report 
on Radhika Kheda’s case, 
Baij said ‘we still have 
time, we will reply soon’.

‘BJP should irst look 
into itself. BJP should 
answer why PM Modi 
is going to campaign in 
favour of an accused in 
Karnataka. Our interna-
tional players sat on the 
road in front of the PM’s 
House. If you are wor-

ried about your daugh-
ters then why didn’t you 
go and ask?’, Baij said. 
Regarding cabinet min-
ister and BJP Lok Sabha 
candidate Brijmohan 
Agrawal, Deepak Baij 
said that Agrawal was 
contesting the elections 
reluctantly. He said that 
people of the area want 
him to remain MLA. The 
public wants to see Brij-
mohan Agrawal as MLA, 
hence they will make 
Vikas Upadhyay as MP, 
Baij added.

FASTFACTS

z This time instead 

of talking on issues 

Prime Minister Modi is 

playing drama.

z BJP should answer 

why PM Modi is going 

to campaign in favour 

of an accused in 

Karnataka.
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Bhilai

Central Chronicle News

BHILAI:   On Friday, Col-
lector and District Elec-
tion Oicer Richa Prakash 
Chaudhary chaired a 
review meeting regarding 
the preparations for the 
Lok Sabha elections at the 
meeting hall of the Public 
Works Department. She 
reviewed all the important 
preparations related to 
election activities includ-
ing the status of polling sta-
tions, route chart, issuance 
of postal ballot for police 
and security personnel, 
webcasting, etc.

While reviewing the 
status of basic facilities in 
the polling stations, the 
Collector gave instructions 
to ensure all the necessary 
facilities in all the polling 
stations. She added that 
the Election Commission 
of India has given special 
instructions in view of the 
possibility of heat wave 
on the day of polling (May 
07). She asked all the sec-
tor oicers to inspect the 
booths and instructed to 
make all the necessary 
arrangements including 
pure drinking water, cold 
water in earthen pots, 
glasses, mugs, shade, 
chairs, benches, coolers, 
fans, etc. In view of the 
summer season, drinking 

water should be available 
in suicient quantities.

She added that the 
voting percentage in the 
assembly elections was 
low but at some places, 
long queues were seen. 
Reserve teams should be 
used at the places where 
long queues were formed 
during the assembly elec-
tions. All Sector Oicers 
and Assistant Returning 
Oicers should take special 
care that voters do not face 
any kind of problem and 
make preparations as per 
ECI instructions and the 
statutory provisions. 

Tackle heat wave situation on 
the day of polling: Collector

Durg Police busts 
interstate gang  
of four thieves 

Wheel chair facility at all polling 
stations to enable PwDs, elderly

Collector reviewed LS preparations and directs to complete all arrangements before voting.

Central Chronicle News

Four notorious 
thieves arrested 
from Aligarh while 
four others are still 
at large.  

BHILAI: With the arrest of 
four notorious thieves, 
police claimed to have 
busted an interstate gang 
of thieves. ASP Sukhnand-
nan Rathore informed 
that the accused moved 
around as vendors of 
mixer-grinders to con-
duct recce. A local taxi 
driver assisted them in 
the crime. 

Patan Police Station 
had received a complaint 
on January 22, 2024 from 
Manharan Lal Dewan-
gan regarding theft at his 
jewellery shop located 
in Purana Bazar Chowk, 
Patan. The unidentiied 
thieves had broken the 
shutter and escaped with 
1.50 kgs of silver. A joint 
team of ACCU and Patan 
Police Station conducted 
an investigation and 
examined the CCTV foot-
age of the places near the 
crime scene. 

The vehicle used in the 
theft was spotted in the 
footage. Soon it was dis-
covered that the vehicle 
had travelled from Patan 
to Labhandi in Raipur. 
Soon the cops discovered 
that the vehicle belonged 
to one Khilendra Verma, 

a resident of Mowa Rai-
pur. He was taken into 
custody and during inter-
rogation, he confessed to 
assisting the notorious 
thieves of Aligarh in com-
mitting theft. 

He disclosed that a 
gang of eight thieves had 
come to Chhattisgarh. 
They conducted recce 
under the guise of street 
vendors of mixer-grind-
ers. A team of Durg Police 

was sent to Aligarh in the 
search for the accused. 
With the help of local 
police, the team managed 
to arrest Sakib Qureshi 
(22) from Mohalla Jalali, 
Haduaganj, Aligarh. 

On the basis of the 
statement given by him, 
two other accused Jas-
vant Yadav and Pappu 
Prajapati (54) were 
arrested from Gonda 
in Aligarh. The stolen 
booty as well as the vehi-
cles used in the crime  
were seized from the 
possession of Khilendra 
Verma (37) a resident of 
Mowa, Raipur. 

Central Chronicle News

BHILAI:   The Material 
Management Depart-
ment of SAIL-Bhilai Steel 
Plant, in association with 
the Indian Institute of 
Material Management 
(IIMM), Bhilai Branch 
organized a workshop on 
Cyber Security on Materi-
als Management Day-
2024, and IIMM Founda-
tion Day recently.

Chief Guest, Ajoy 
Kumar Chakraborty, ED 
(MM), inaugurated the 

Programme, in the pres-
ence of Tapan Kumar, 
CGM (MM), Mahen-
dra Kumar Kulkarni, 
Chairman (IIMM-Bhilai 
Branch), Hemprakash 
Nayak, Deputy Superin-
tendent of Police (Crime 
and Cyber Cell-Durg), 
and other Senior Oi-
cials. 

Chief Guest, spoke 
on the signiicance of 
Material Management 
System as a focused core 
supply chain function 
and shared insights on 

supply chain planning 
and supply chain exe-
cution capabilities. MK 
Kulkarni, Chairman (IIM-

M-Bhilai Branch), shared 
the journey of evolu-
tion of the IIMM, Bhilai 
Branch.

Keynote Speaker 
of the Cyber Security 
Workshop Hemprakash 
Nayak, DSP (Crime and 
Cyber Cell-Durg) shared 
insights on the practical 
aspects of Cyber Security 
in our day-to-day lives 
and spoke on several pre-
ventive practices to safe-
guard from Cyber frauds 
and other Cybercrimes, 
especially related to 
unknown lucrative online 
ofers, fraud Customer 
Care calls, fake social 
media accounts, Phish-

ing emails, etc. Necessary 
procedural information 
on lodging Cyber Crime 
complaints, Toll-free 
Nos., and using Cyber 
Prahari: an online aware-
ness website for raising 
awareness about cyber 
frauds was also provided 
at the Workshop. Dur-
ing the interactive ses-
sion, the attendees also 
asked questions on cyber 
fraud and shared their 
experiences, which were 
resolved by the Cyber 
Security Expert.

Collector addressing the AROs and SOs during review meeting.

Collector Richa Prakash 
Chaudhary instructed 
to keep wheelchairs in 
all the polling stations to 
enable PwDs and elderly 
voters to reach the polling 
stations. She also spoke 
about ensuring the pres-
ence of volunteers in the 
polling stations to assist 
the voters and the elderly. 
The Collector said that 
the oicials should take 

special care that women 
having small children, 
PwDs and senior citizens 

should not have to stand 
in long queues. Arrange-
ments of chairs should 
be made for voters to sit 
in polling stations. In the 
meeting, the Collector 
reviewed the arrange-
ments made for distribu-
tion and return of voting 
material. She directed 
the oicials to ensure  
necessary arrangements 
at Government Polytech-
nic College.

HIGHLIGHT

z Polling booths to have 

drinking water, shade, 

chairs, coolers, etc

zEVMs to be 

transported in GPS 

equipped vehicles
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|  PRACTICAL ASPECTS OF CYBER SECURITY | 

Workshop on Cyber Security marks Materials Mgmt Day-2024 at BSP

Central Chronicle News

Friendly match was 
played to encourage 
people to strengthen 
democracy by mas-
sive participation 
in general elections 
through voting.  

BHILAI:  District Admin-
istration, Bhilai Munici-
pal Corporation in asso-
ciation with  Bhilai Steel 
Plant organized a Friendly 
Floodlight Volleyball 
Match for voter aware-
ness. Volleyball teams of 
District Administration 
and BSP, comprising of 
both male and female 
players played a friendly 
match to encourage peo-
ple, especially youngsters, 
to strengthen Democracy 
by massive participation 
through voting in the Gen-
eral Election. 

District Adminis-
tration Team won the 
friendly match. General 

Observer Shrikesh Lat-
kar and Collector Richa 
Prakash Choudhary also 
played  volleyball  for a 
while with the players, 
to encourage people  to 
step ahead to vote and 
strengthen democracy. 

Pawan Kumar, ED 
(P&A), stated that we 
have aimed to motivate 
every individual at our 
Plant and township to 
step out of their houses, 

and cast their valuable 
vote at the Loksabha Elec-
tions 2024.  Several vot-
ing awareness activities 
including Cultural Eve-
ning, Voting Awareness 
Cycle Rally, and Marathon 
are also being conducted 
to spread voter awareness. 
We are motivating the 
BSP Collective to ensure 
a hundred percent voting 
on May 07, because every 
vote matters, he said.

|  V O T E R  A W A R E N E S S  |

Friendly volleyball match 
played for Voter Awareness 

Police apprehends 
ive members of 
Pardhi gang 
Central Chronicle News

One of the accused 
was hired by the 
villagers to scare 
monkeys. He iden-
tiied the targets 
after which the 
gang committed the 
crime.  

BHILAI:  Police arrested 
ive members of the 
Pardhi gang on charges 
of robbery. One of the 
accused is at large. 
ASP Vedavrat Sirmaur 
informed that four rui-
ans trespassed into the 
house of Baishakhin Sahu 
in village Pendri (Dham-
dha PS), overpowered 
her and robbed Rs 10000 
cash and jewellery from 
her on the intervening 
night of March 29. An 
FIR was lodged under 
section 457, 394 of IPC at 
Dhamdha Police Station 
and taken up for investi-
gation.

Police team carefully 
inspected the crime scene 

and collected CCTV foot-
age of nearby places. As 
such incidents are often 
carried out by the Pardhi 
Gang, Police searched 
for the presence of any 
suspect nearby. Soon 
it was discovered that 
the villagers had hired 
a Pardhi man to scare 
monkeys. The locals 
informed that he was 
spending lavishly for the 
past few days. The sus-
pect Chunu Pardhi was 
taken into custody and 
during interrogation; he 
confessed involvement 
in the robbery. 

While working in the 
village, he found that 
the house of Baisakhin 
Sahu was located on 
the corner and she used 
to wear gold and silver 
jewellery. Chunu gave 
information about her to 
his brother-in-law Man-
glu. Thereafter, Manglu 
accompanied by Kishan, 
Durgesh, Pintu, Jitendra 
and Chunnu committed 
robbery on the interven-
ing night of March 29. 

General Observer and Collector getting introduction with players .

FASTFACTS

z District 

Administration  

Team won the  

friendly match

zGeneral Observer  

and Collector also  

play volleyball to 

encourage people 

Cash and 

valuables 

worth Rs 

7.59 crore

BHILAI: As per the ECI 
instructions, the enforce-
ment agencies includ-
ing Police, Income Tax 
Department, Central / 
State GST, Excise and 
Railway Police are work-
ing to stop illegal elec-
tion expenditure in Durg. 
Apart from this, 66 lying 
squads and 66 static sur-
veillance teams are also 
deployed. Deputy District 
Election Oicer Bajrang 
Dubey informed that 
after the announcement 
of elections on March 16, 
nine teams of FSTs are 
working in three shifts 
in each assembly. Each 
team has 1 magistrate, 1 
police oicer, 1 assistant 
and 1 videographer. 22 
check posts have been 
identiied for 66 static 
surveillance teams. 
They are working from 
April 12. A total of Rs 
3,76,10,000/- (Rs 3 crore 
seventy-six lakh ten thou-
sand) in cash as well as 
liquor, intoxicants, pre-
cious jewelery etc worth 
Rs 3,83,15,000/-. 

“Cast your vote and 

encourage others to make 

their valuable contribution 

in nation building”

Richa Prakash Chaudhary 
Collector, Durg

FASTFACTS

z Accused conducted 

recce under the 

guise of door to door 

vendors 

z02 kg silver jewellery 

and two cars worth Rs 

20.25 lakh seized 

“Adopt preventive 

practices to 

safeguard from 

Cyber frauds and 

other Cybercrimes, 

especially related to 

unknown lucrative 

online ofers” 

Hemprakash Nayak 
DSP (Crime and Cyber  

Cell-Durg)

SMUGGLING

Excise Dept 
nabs bootlegger 
involved in 
smuggling

BHILAI:  As per the 
instructions of Collector 
Richa Prakash Chaud-
hary, the Excise Depart-
ment is continuously 
taking action against 
the people involved in 
smuggling and peddling 
of illicit liquor. Assistant 
Commissioner (Excise) 
Rajesh Jaiswal informed 
that they are taking action 
to control and prevent 
the sale of illegal liquor 
in the district in view of 
the Lok Sabha elections 
2024. In this sequel, the 
Excise Team nabbed a 
bootlegger during night 
patrolling on May 01. 54 
quarters of liquor (Sholay 
brand) were seized from 
the possession of accused 
Jhalwa Kosre at Nandini 
- Semaria road under 
Dhamdha circle. 

BETTING 

Newai Police 
arrests Satta 
Bookie 

BHILAI: Newai Police Sta-
tion team nabbed a per-
son on charges of accept-
ing bets on the banned 
Satta – Patti. Betting 
record slips and Rs 2650 
cash was seized from 
the possession of the 
accused. City Superin-
tendent of Police (Bhilai) 
Satyaprakash Tiwari 
informed that they are 
conducting an operation 
against people involved 
in online and of-line bet-
ting. In this sequel, Newai 
Police Station received 
a tip of regarding a 
bookie who was accept-
ing bets at Newai Bhatha 
Kajal Chowk. Police team 
swung into action and 
conducted a raid. The 
accused Lochan Kumar 
Banjare (23) son of Ram-
sai Banjare, a resident 
of Kajal Chowk, Newai 
Bhata was arrested red 
handed while accepting 
bets on Satta Patti. 

CRIME

Youth held on 
charges liquor 
smuggling 

BHILAI: Police arrested a 
youth on charges of liquor 
smuggling. He was caught 
during a routine vehicle 
checking at Newai. City 
Superintendent of Police 
(Bhilai) Satyaprakash 
Tiwari informed that 
in view of general elec-
tions, vehicle checking 
is being conducted on 
all the main roads. The 
local police had received 
a tip of regarding a youth 
who was smuggling liquor 
in the dickey of a motor-
cycle bearing registra-
tion number CG07 CP 
0469.  During the routine 
vehicle checking, cops 
spotted the bike bearing  
registration number CG07 
CP 0469 and rounded up 
the biker. 
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Battle’24 Uddhav Thackeray can 

not claim his father Bal 

Thackeray’s legacy

Amit Shah,

Union Home Minister
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Press Trust Of India

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM:  

The CPI(M)-led Left 
Democratic Front and 
the BJP in Kerala lashed 
out at Rahul Gandhi on 
Friday for iling his nom-
ination from Rae Bareli 
in Uttar Pradesh for the 
Lok Sabha polls. They 
alleged that the Congress 
leader cheated the peo-
ple of Wayanad in Kerala, 
where he contested the 
general election on April 
26, and said that ight-
ing polls from another 
seat “does not align with 
political morality”. Gan-
dhi, the sitting MP of 

Wayanad, today iled his 
nomination papers from 
Rae Bareli.

The Congress, how-
ever, justiied the deci-
sion, saying that contest-
ing from Rae Bareli was 
an emotional matter for 
him as it had been rep-
resented by his grand-
mother Indira Gandhi 
and later by his mother 
Sonia Gandhi.

“The party had 
entrusted the decision 
on Amethi and Rae Bareli 
seats with the Congress 
president. After discuss-
ing with the senior lead-
ership the party asked 
Rahul Gandhi to con-

test in Rae Bareli and he 
agreed,” said AICC gen-
eral secretary in-charge 
of Organisation, K C 
Venugopal.

He also added that if 
Rahul wins both seats, 
the decision to retain 
one seat will be taken  

accordingly.
However, senior CPI 

leader and the Left can-
didate from Wayanad, 
Annie Raja, told the 
media that Rahul Gan-
dhi has done injustice 
to the people of the con-
stituency. Meanwhile, 
senior leader of the 
Indian Union Muslim 
League (IUML), a major 
ally of the Congress in 
Kerala, PK Kunhalikutty 
supported the decision 
of Gandhi and said this 
was not the irst time a 
politician was contesting 
from two seats. The IUML 
leader asked the Left to 
refrain from criticising 

the decision and claimed 
that Rahul’s candidature 
in Rae Bareli will increase 
the chances of the INDIA 
bloc parties winning  
the polls.

BJP state chief K Suren-
dran said Rahul fooled 
the people of Wayanad 
constituency. Surendran, 
who was also the NDA’s 
Wayanad candidate in the 
recently concluded polls 
in Kerala, said the “dou-
ble standards” of Rahul 
Gandhi were exposed 
today. The BJP leader also 
said that the decision to 
contest from Rae Bareli 
instead of Amethi “shows 
his cowardice.”

LDF, BJP in Kerala criticise Rahul 
nomination from Rae Bareli

Rahul Gandhi along with party leaders Sonia Gandhi, Priyanka Gandhi Vadra and Robert Vadra, during a ‘puja’ after filing his nomination for Lok Sabha elections.

Congress leader cheated the people of Wayanad where  
he contested the general election on April 26

MP Congress 
chief Jitu 
expresses 
regret

BHOPAL:  Madhya Pradesh 
Congress chief Jitu Patwari 
on Friday expressed regret 
after his alleged derogatory 
remarks about state BJP 
leader Imarti Devi sparked 
a controversy, prompting 
criticism from Union min-
ister Jyotiraditya Scindia. It 
started after an audio clip 
went viral on social media 
in which a woman can 
be heard supporting the 
Congress candidates from 
the Bhind and Gwalior 
Lok Sabha seats, with the 
claim that the voice was of 
Imarti Devi, a former MLA 
from Dabra in Gwalior 
district. Imarti Devi, how-
ever, denied that it was 
her voice in the audio clip 
and termed it a conspir-
acy. Asked about the piece 
of audio and the ex-MLA’s 
denial, Patwari allegedly 
made some ofensive 
remarks using wordplay 
with the term ‘imarti’, a 
popular sweet. 

Press Trust Of India

MUMBAI: The pilot of a 
private helicopter sched-
uled to pick up a Shiv Sena 
(UBT) leader was injured 
after it tilted during land-
ing in Maharashtra’s 
Raigad district on Friday, a 
police oicial said.

The chopper was to 
ferry Sushma Andhare of 
Sena (UBT) for a public 
rally in connection with 

the ongoing Lok Sabha 
polls, he said.

The helicopter got tilted 
when the pilot tried to 
land on a makeshift heli-
pad at Mahad around 9.30 
am, said Raigad Superin-
tendent of Police Somnath 
Gharge. Prima facie, the 
helicopter got enveloped 
by a lot of dust when it was 
about to touch the ground 
which might have caused 
the accident, the oicial 

said. The rotor blades were 
broken and the chopper 
was partially damaged, he 
said. The pilot was injured 
and rushed to the hospital, 
the oicial said.

Andhare was in Mahad 
for an election rally of 
Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) 
candidate Anant Gite, 
nominated by the Sena 
(UBT) from the Raigad 
Lok Sabha constituency,  
he said. 

Press Trust Of India

Banerjee questioned 
why Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, who 
visited Raj Bhavan last 
night, remained silent 
on the issue

KOLKATA: West Bengal 
Chief Minister and Tri-
namool Congress leader 
Mamata Banerjee on Fri-
day strongly criticised 
Governor C V Ananda 
Bose for his alleged 
misconduct towards a 
woman employee of Raj 
Bhavan, which came to 
light yesterday evening. 
Addressing an election 
rally in Purba Bardha-
man, Banerjee expressed 
astonishment at the 
governor’s behaviour 
towards the woman who 

had gone to Raj Bhavan 
looking for a job. Baner-
jee questioned why Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, 

who visited Raj Bhavan 
last night, remained silent 
on the issue. And these 
are the people who talk 
about the dignity of our 
mothers and sisters?”  
Banerjee said.

“You (PM) are doing so 
much drama on Sandesh-
khali. We had taken nec-
essary action the moment 
we found some aberra-

tions. But you spent the 
entire night at Raj Bhavan 
even after the allegations 
by the hapless woman 
came to light. Why are 
you silent?,” she asked 
at a second rally at Pur-
basthali in Purba Bardha-
man district.

Bose on Thursday had 
said he will not be cowed 
down by “engineered nar-
ratives” and the “truth 
shall triumph”, hours 
after TMC leaders claimed 
that the woman had 
lodged a police complaint 
against the governor for 
molestation.

Banerjee also criticised 
the Election Commission 
for transferring around 
1,500 police oicers from 
West Bengal to other 
states for election duties, 
without reciprocal assis-
tance from other states. 

Mamta Banerjee Addressing an election rally in Purba Bardhaman.

FACTFILE

z  TMC leaders claimed 

that the woman 

had lodged a police 

complaint

Briefs
BEST OF THE REST

RATNAGIRI:  Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah on Friday hit out at Shiv 
Sena (UBT) president Uddhav Thack-
eray, saying that he is running ‘nakli’ 
(fake) Shiv Sena and that the real party 
lies with Maharashtra Chief Minister 
Eknath Shinde. Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah on Friday said “fake Shiv 
Sena chief” Uddhav Thackeray can 
not claim his father Bal Thackeray’s 
legacy which lies with Maharashtra 
Chief Minister Eknath Shinde and for-
mer Sena leaders Raj Thackeray and 
Narayan Rane.

Addressing a rally at Ratnagiri in 
Maharashtra to campaign for his cab-
inet colleague Narayan Rane, who is 
contesting the election from the Rat-
nagiri-Sindhudurg Lok Sabha constit-
uency, Shah said making Narendra 
Modi the prime minister once again 
means making the country secure.

“Uddhav Thackeray is running 
‘nakli’ (fake) Shiv Sena, real Shiv Sena 
is with Eknath Shinde,” Shah said. He 
said Thackeray should clarify whether 
he wants the CM post or the Congress 
and NCP that defended Article 370.

Uddhav running ‘nakli’ Shiv Sena
Real party lies with Maharashtra Chief Minister 

Eknath Shinde, says Amit Shah

HIGHLIGHT

z Fighting polls from 

another seat “does 

not align with political 

morality”

z Rahul Gandhi has 

done injustice to 

the people of the 

constituency

|  CRASH LANDING | 

Helicopter scheduled to pick Sena (UBT) leader tilts

BHUBANESWAR: The BJP on Friday named 
Santosh Khatua as its candidate for Nilgiri 
assembly seat in Odisha’s Balasore dis-
trict, thus completing the process of 
announcing nominees for the simultane-
ous elections in the state. The Lok Sabha 
and assembly polls will be held in the 
state from May 13 to June 1. Khatua had 
on Thursday resigned from the BJD after 
being denied a party ticket from Nilgiri 
seat. He joined the BJP and was nomi-
nated by the safron party. In the 2019 
polls, Khatua had contested from the seat 
as a BJD candidate but lost to BJP’s Sukant 
Nayak. Nayak, on the other hand, joined 
the BJD on March 31 and has been nomi-
nated by the regional party for the Nilgiri 
seat. Nayak had won the Nilgiri seat twice, 
in 2014 and 2019. In 2014, he had con-
tested as a BJD candidate and in 2019, he 
fought on the BJP’s symbol and defeated 
Khatua by a margin of 1,577 votes. 

ODISHA

BJP names Santosh 

Khatua for Nilgiri 

assembly seat

NANOOR: Trinamool Congress 
leader Abhishek Banerjee on Fri-
day urged Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi to release a ‘White Paper’ 
detailing the funds allocated by 
the Centre to West Bengal under 
the ‘PM Awas Yojana’ over the past 
three to four years.

Banerjee said if Modi could 
prove that his government has pro-
vided a single penny to Bengal for 
the scheme, he would cease cam-
paigning for party candidates in the 
ongoing Lok Sabha election.

“The central government has 
conspired not to release funds 
for the people of Bengal. I would 
urge the PM that instead of giv-
ing lectures, he must release a 
‘White Paper’ detailing the funds 
disbursed to the people of Ben-
gal for the Awas Yojana,” Banerjee 
said while speaking at an election 
rally in support of party candidate  
Asit Pal.

CHALLENGE

Modi must release ‘White 

Paper’ on funds released by 

Centre to under PMAY

|  S T R O N G  C R I T I C I S M  |

Mamata lashes out at governor 

for ‘misconduct’  against woman

NOMINATION

Karan Bhushan Singh 

iles nomination

BAHRAICH: Karan Bhushan Singh, son of 
BJP MP Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh and 
party candidate from Kaiserganj constitu-
ency, iled his nomination papers for Lok 
Sabha elections, in Kaiserganj of Bahra-
ich district on Friday. The party replaced 
Brij Bhushan Singh, who faces criminal 
charges of sexually harassing women 
wrestlers, with his son from the seat. This 
will be Karan Bhushan Singh’s irst polit-
ical battle. Born on December 13, 1990, 
Karan Singh is a law graduate and was 
elected the chairman of the Uttar Pradesh 
wrestling federation last year. 

NOMINATION FILED

Jailed separatist leader’s 

brother iles nomination 
from Baramulla

BARAMULLA: Jailed separatist leader 
Nayeem Khan’s brother, Munir Khan, on 
Friday iled his nomination papers from 
Jammu and Kashmir’s Baramulla Lok 
Sabha constituency, which is going to 
polls in the ifth phase on May 20. Nay-
eem Khan was arrested on July 24, 2017 
in a terror-related case. He headed the 
Jammu Kashmir National Front, which 
was banned by the government under 
the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act. 
Munir Khan, who is a part of the Jammu 
Kashmir Nationalist People’s Front 
Party, launched two years ago, iled the 
nomination papers before Baramulla 
Deputy Commissioner Minga Sherpa, 
the returning oicer of the constituency.

Former J&K chief minister and 
National Conference VP Omar Abdul-
lah, People’s Conference president and 
separatist-turned-mainstream-politician 
Sajad Lone, former RS MP and PDP 
leader Mir Fayaz and former MLA SA 
Rashid, who is currently in jail, have also 
iled nominations from the seat. 

Helicopter got 

tilted when the 

pilot tried to land 

on a makeshift 

helipad  

Somnath Gharge

SP, RAIGAD
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All ROs, nodal oicers 

were directed to ensure 
peaceful LS polls 

Ajit Vasant 
Collector Korba
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Central Chronicle News

BILASPUR: Vice-Chancellor 
of Guru Ghasidas Vishwav-
idyalaya (a Central Univer-
sity) and coordinator of 
the workshop, Prof. Alok 
Kumar Chakrawal, empha-
sized upon the necessity 
of embracing Indianness 
in its entirety on May 3 in 
Delhi, during the inaugural 
session of a one-day work-
shop organized on the 
topic of adhering to Indian 
traditions in convocations 
held in universities and 
institutions.

Addressing the work-
shop organized jointly 
by the All India Council 
for Technical Education, 
New Delhi, the Sanskriti 
Shiksha Uthan Nyas, New 
Delhi, and the Association 
of Indian Universities, New 
Delhi, Prof. Alok Kumar 
Chakrawal emphasized 
that since education is a 

liberating force, there is 
a need to acquaint stu-
dents with India’s glorious 
and prestigious knowl-
edge tradition. Through 
this workshop, eforts are 
being made to bring Indian 
attires in their entirety into 
convocation ceremonies. 
The convocation ceremony 
is a signiicant moment in a 
student’s life, and it is our 
responsibility to make it 
memorable. Dr. Atul Koth-
ari, National Secretary, 
Sanskriti Shiksha Uthan 
Nyas, New Delhi, said that 
the National Education 
Policy 2020 aims to build 
citizens who are inherently 
Indian in thought, intel-
lect, and behaviour. The 
explanation of the term 
‘convocation’ is necessary 
because life derives its 
form from the meanings of 
words, their essence, and 
feelings. Dr Kothari appre-
ciated the fact that various 

policy-making individu-
als from diferent higher 
education institutions are 
present at this workshop, 
enabling creative thinking 
on convocations and the 
related  processes. He sug-
gested creation of a book 
at the end of the workshop 
that provides an ideal for-
mat for all institutions.

Prof. T.G. Sitaram, Pres-
ident, All India Council for 

Technical Education, New 
Delhi, stressed the neces-
sity of Indian identity for 
unity and uniqueness dur-
ing convocation ceremo-
nies. The life of Lord Rama 
reinstates Indian tradition. 
We must pay attention to 
arrangements while keep-
ing the number of female 
students in mind. Indian 
traditions should also be 
incorporated into the edu-
cational process alongside 
Indianness and Indian 
identity during convoca-
tions. Prof. Pankaj Mittal, 
Secretary-General, Asso-
ciation of Indian Univer-
sities, emphasized upon 
the inclusion of Indian 
qualities in education. She 
said that not only during 
convocation ceremonies 
but also in daily life, Indi-
anness needs to be incor-
porated. She suggested 
that a cofee table book 
could be created to pro-

vide information about the 
attire worn during convo-
cation ceremonies held at 
various universities.

Dr. Abhay Jere, 
Vice-President, AICTE, 
New Delhi, stated that 
convocation ceremonies 
should go beyond the pro-
tocol and be associated 
with traditions so that 
students can communi-
cate cultural customs and 
exemplary behaviors in 
line with India’s civilized 
values. Indian tradition 
should be applied in all 
aspects of university life. 
The planning of convoca-
tion ceremonies should be 
done in such a way that it 
helps connect students 
and alumni with their 
respective universities.

Presentations were 
given by the chancellors 
and directors of 14 higher 
educational institutions in 
various technical sessions.

‘We must embrace 
Indianness in its entirety’

One-day workshop was organized in Delhi on the topic of adhering to Indian traditions in convocations held in universities and institutions.

Presentations were given by the chancellors and directors of 14 higher  
educational institutions in various technical sessions

Necessary 

preparations 

for LS polls in 

Korba dist
KORBA: Necessary prepa-
rations for conducting vot-
ing in Korba district under 
Lok Sabha Elections 2024 
have almost been com-
pleted. Materials will be 
distributed to polling par-
ties on 06 May and since 
this year the material will 
be distributed to the poll-
ing parties of Katghora 
and Pali-Tanakhar assem-
bly constituencies from 
Government Mukutdhar 
College, Katghora, in view 
of this, on May 04, it will 
be shifted from the strong 
room of IT College to the 
temporary strong room 
of Mukutdhar College, 
Katghora. After this, the 
machines will be distrib-
uted to the polling centres 
on May 6. After the com-
pletion of voting, on May 
07, the voting material will 
be kept in the temporary 
strong room of Mukutdhar 
College.

Central Chronicle News

KORBA: The second phase 
of training was given to 
oicials and micro observ-
ers appointed for the 
safe conduct of the Lok 
Sabha elections 2024, 
under the chairmanship 
of General Observer Prem 
Singh Meena. In the train-
ing, detailed information 
was given about the elec-
tion work and they were 

instructed to discharge 
their responsibilities sin-
cerely for the smooth con-
duct of the election work. 

Chief Executive Oicer 
District Panchayat Sambit 
Mishra, Municipal Com-
missioner Pratishtha Mam-
gai, Joint Collector Manoj 
Kumar Banjare, Master 
Trainer Dr. M.M. Joshi and 
other oicers, employees 
and micro observers were 
present. 

General Observer Prem 
Singh Meena congratu-
lated all the micro observ-
ers for conducting the vot-
ing eiciently and said that 
all the oicials should dis-
charge their responsibili-
ties seriously without any 
doubt and get solutions to 
doubts by taking advan-
tage of the training, so that 
one can fulill assigned 
responsibilities without 
any hesitation.

Central Chronicle News

Situation remained 
tense in Village 
Dudhkaiya, as 
accuse of the Shiva 
Temple vandal-
ism remained out 
of reach, 36 hours 
after the incident

RAJIM: Situation 
remained tense in Village 
Dudhkaiya, as accuse of 
the Shiva Temple van-
dalism remained out of 
reach, 36 hours after the 
incident. The villagers are 
continuously demand-
ing to arrest the culprits 
and a peace committee 
meeting with oicers and 
villagers was solemnised, 
in which SDM Arpita 
Pathak, Tehsildar, Addi-
tional SP, TI, village Patel 

Lakhan Lal Sahu, village 
development committee 
members were present in 
large numbers. Addition-
ally police force has also 
been deployed to keep 

the situation under con-
trol. 

In the meeting, the 
villagers uniformly 
demanded both peace 
and justice in the village 
and described the act 
as heinous, demand-
ing stringent punish-
ment for the miscreants. 
Meanwhile members of 
Bajrang Dal also reached 
the village and staged 
their protest and an eigy 

was burnt by the mem-
bers at the Pandit Sun-
derlal Sharma Chowk bus 
stand of the city. Also, 
Vishwa Hindu Parishad 
reached Gariaband and 
submitted a memoran-
dum to District Collector 
Deepak Agrawal. 

MLA Rohit Sahu speak-
ing on the incident said 
that an attempt has been 
made by some people to 
attack the Hindu Sanatan 
culture, about which the 
villagers have informed 
the administration and 
action will be taken 
soon. Such incidents are 
extremely condemnable 
and unacceptable in a 
civilized society and if 
the symbols of Sanatan 
civilization are afected, 
the culprits will not be 
spared at any cost, he fur-
ther said. 

Bajrang Dal member burnt an effigy at the Pt Sunderlal Sharma Chowk

FACTFILE

z   In the meeting, the 

villagers uniformly 

demanded both peace 

and justice in the 

village
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he Day’s
NUMBERS

WHAT ARE THE TOP FIVE MOST 
POLLUTED CITIES IN CH’GARH?

Pollution in 
terms of US 
Air Quality 

Index (US AQI)

Source: IQAir

151

132

98

97

86

71

KHARSIA 

BILASPUR

GHARGHODA 

DURG

Raipur

Bhilai

RAJIM: Regional MLA Rohit Sahu has 
called for strict action against alleged 
sand excavators, and has instructed 
the oicials to curb the menace of 
sand mining with stern steps. The 
MLA also instructed the oicials to 
curb hooliganism going on in the 
name of sand excavation and told the 
Mineral Oicers of the district that 
Illegal excavation of sand using chain 
mounting will not be tolerated under 
any circumstances. 

He reprimanded the oicials and 
said that both raid and action taking 
should be done without chaos and 

apart from this, illegal liquor, ganja 
and gambling prevalent in the area 
should also be curbed. 

He further said that the business 
of illegal liquor, gambling and bet-
ting is booming in many villages of 
the assembly constituency, in which 
many criminal elements are involved, 
which should be stopped at once. He 
also said that due to the Model Code of 
Conduct for Lok Sabha elections, the 
morale of illegal businessmen is high 
and by running a campaign and tak-
ing strict action, such activities will be 
curbed soon.

Menace of sand mining
MLA gives instructions to take strict  

action against sand maia

HIGHLIGHT

z One-day workshop 

organized on the 

topic of adhering to 

Indian traditions in 

convocations held 

in universities and 

institutions

z Prof. T.G. Sitaram, 

President, AICTE, Delhi, 

stressed the necessity 

of Indian identity for 

unity and uniqueness

|  TRAINING TO MICRO OBSERVERS | 

‘Discharge your responsibilities without doubt’

BIJAPUR: As per the instructions of 
Collector Anurag Pandey, the con-
cerned district oicials are taking 
stock of the development works and 
in this sequence, Deputy Collector 
Uttam Singh Panchari inspected the 
social buildings under construction 
and gave necessary instructions to the 
engineer. Whereas Assistant Commis-
sioner Tribal Development Depart-
ment Mr. K.S.Mashram also informed 
about the under construction building 
of Ekalavya Model Residential School 
Rudraram, and after inspecting the 
residential school Dugaiguda and 
Kanya Ashram building Dudheda, 
the concerned oicials also gave nec-
essary guidelines. The Collector has 
given instructions to pay special atten-
tion to time limit and quality, during 
construction of government aided 
buildings in the region.

SCHEMES REVIEW

Collector takes stock 

of Developmental 

Schemes in rural areas

KHAIRAGARH: KHAIRAGARH: For 
the collection of regional green gold 
resource also called Tendu Leaves 
from the forests of Khairagarh-Ch-
huikhadan-Gandai, a joint meeting 
of police and forest oicials was col-
laborated for the smooth conduct of 
the collection work. The meeting was 
organized in the presence of SP Trilok 
Bansal, DFO Alok Tiwari and ASP Neha 
Pandey and the oicials gave neces-
sary guidelines regarding the collec-
tion of tendu leaves in the auditorium 
of the Superintendent of Police oice.

Addressing the meeting, SP Trilok 
Bansal said that while taking nec-
essary precautions while collecting 
tendu leaves in Maoist afected areas, 
the committees will have to give 
daily information about collection 
and transportation to the concerned 
police station. 

Regarding transportation, informa-
tion regarding route selection will also 
have to be given, he instructed. 

JOINT MEETING

Joint meeting of police 

and forest oicials before 
collection of Tendu Leaves

|  S H I V A  T E M P L E  V A N D A L I S M  |

Tension prevails in Dudhkaiya 
as culprits are still at large

INSPECTION

Observer PS Meena 
inspects polling 

stations of Pali

KORBA: General Observer IAS 
appointed by the Election Commis-
sion of India for Korba district, Prem 
Singh Meena here inspected various 
polling stations of Korba assembly 
constituency under Lok Sabha Elec-
tions 2024 and observed the facilities 
and necessary arrangements of the 
polling stations. SDM Ms. Ruchi Shar-
dul and concerned booth label oicers 
were present. 

WORLD LABOUR DAY

Bore Basi provides 

many vitamins to the 

body: Dr Daharia

LAVAN: On the occa-
sion of World Labor 
Day, Congress can-
didate from Janjgir 
Champa Lok Sabha 
constituency, for-
mer cabinet minis-
ter Dr. Shivkumar 
Daharia said that 
the body gets many 
types of vitamins  
from Bore Basi. 
Every farmer and 
laborer of our Chhattisgarh uses Bore Basi 
during the summer days and the Con-
gress party is standing with the country, 
with women, with youth, with farmers 
and workers in particular on the occasion 
of World Labour Day. Dr. Daharia fur-
ther said that Bore Basi is very beneicial 
and easily digestible for the body during 
summer and let us all respect labor and 
be proud of our culture, on the subject of 
eating stale rice and curd. 

Micro-observers 
were instructed 

to discharge their 

responsibilities 
sincerely: 

Prem Singh Meena

General Observer, Korba LS
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KHAIRAGARH: The rural 
heartlands of Khaira-
garh continue to grapple 
with a pressing issue as 
the devastating impact 
of crusher mines per-
sists, leaving a popu-
lation of 5000 in dire 
straits. Despite fervent 
appeals and widespread 
concern, the Mineral 
Department remains 
under fire for what 
many perceive as mere 
lip service in the face of 
mounting adversity.

In the blocks of 
Kalkasa, Tekapar, Bal-
devpur, Salhebhari, and 
Juralakala, the situation 
remains bleak as stone 
mines continue to oper-
ate with reckless aban-
don, plunging residents 
into a state of perpetual 
fear and uncertainty. 
Nightly blast and inces-
sant noise from blasting 
activities have become 
the harsh realities of 
daily life, prompting 
calls for urgent inter-
vention.

While promises of 
departmental action 
echo through the cor-
ridors of power, the 
ground reality paints a 
starkly diferent picture. 
Residents lament the 
lack of tangible prog-
ress, accusing oicials of 
turning a blind eye to the 
rampant illegal excava-

tion and encroachment 
on government land by 
crusher operators.

Despite repeated 
assurances, little has 
been done to address the 
root causes of the crisis. 
Villagers, disillusioned 
by years of neglect, 
lament the absence of 
meaningful change and 
accountability within the 
system. They recount 
tales of cracked homes 
and shattered dreams, 
a poignant reminder 
of the toll exacted by 
unchecked exploitation 
of natural resources.

5000 lives in turmoil 
amid crusher mine chaos

Rural mining chaos: Regulations 
ignored, villages face fallout

Nightly blast and incessant noise from blasting activities have become the harsh realities of daily life.

MUNGELI: Amidst the 
scorching heat, villages 
are facing problems 
regarding drinking water. 
The tank built for drink-
ing water in rural areas 
remains a showpiece. 
At many places, water is 
not reaching homes due 
to deiciencies in the sys-
tem. The situation is such 
that people are wander-
ing from village to village 
to get a drop of water.

Along with the 
scorching heat, the 
problem of drinking 

water has started to 
arise in village Madan-
pur, 15 km away from 
the district headquar-
ters. In the current 
situation, burning of 
pumps and technical 
faults are becoming the 
reasons. Under the Jal 
Jeevan Amrit Mission 
Scheme, water tanks 
and pipelines have been 
laid and made opera-
tional in many villages 
of the district such as 
Sheetalkunda, Khair-
war, Bachhera, Palchua, 

Limha, Chhatauna, Bir-
gaon and Dhangaon 

Panchayat. There are 
water problems in vil-

lage Madanpur every 
year during the summer 
season. Despite this, the 
administration does not 
make any preparations 
in advance. Until people 
become worried about 
water, PHE department 
remains in deep sleep. 
People have to sufer 
the consequences of 
this. Anyway, the heat 
is in full swing during 
the summer months. 
People are facing water 
problem. Most of the 
hand pumps are sub-

mersible. Some people 
have captured the gov-
ernment hand pump. 
In rural areas, the tank 
built for drinking water 
remains a showpiece 
and even if the tank is 
running in some places, 
there is no ixed time 
limit for providing water. 
In such a situation, peo-
ple are facing the prob-
lem of water. In the 
morning and evening, 
women, children and 
elderly people struggle 
to get fresh water. 

Central Chronicle News

Voter awareness 
campaign chariot 
lagged of as part 
of SVEEP activity in 
Katghora. 

KORBA: Under the guid-
ance of Collector and 
District Election Oicer 
Ajit Vasant, and with the 
direction of SVEEP Nodal 
Oicer Sambit Mishra, 
CEO Chief Executive 
Oicer of District Pan-
chayat, during the Lok 
Sabha elections of 2024, 
awareness was raised 
among people, includ-
ing youth, women, and 
men in urban and rural 
areas, through various 
programs such as street 
plays, rallies, slogans, 
essay competitions, 
speeches, mehendi com-
petitions, and poster 
making, to educate vot-
ers about voting.

In this series, a voter 

awareness program was 
organized by the oi-
cers and employees of 
District Panchayat Pali 
in the colony of special 
backward tribe Birhor 
community in Gram Pan-
chayat Donganala where 
villagers including the 
people of Birhor commu-
nity were administered 
the oath for voting. Sim-
ilarly, in Gram Panchayat 
Pondi, Bhupendra Son-
wani, CEO District Pan-
chayat Pali, conducted a 
meeting regarding voter 
awareness of NRLM 

cadre of 20 Gram Pan-
chayats, in which it was 
told about voting and the 
villagers were adminis-
tered an oath of 100 per-
cent voting.

Voter awareness cam-
paign was conducted by 
the oicers and employ-
ees of District Panchayat 
Katghora during which 
the voter awareness 
campaign chariot was 
lagged of. Along with 
this, a voting awareness 
rally was taken out by 
the oicers and employ-
ees of the Health Depart-

ment, taking the oath of 
compulsory voting and 
a message was given to 
the citizens to vote 100 
percent in the Lok Sabha 
elections.

Last day, as part of 
the SVEEP program 
voter awareness cam-
paign, doctors and 
employees of SECL Cen-
tral Hospital Korba took 
the oath of 100 percent 
voting in the upcoming 
Lok Sabha elections.

|  E M P O W E R I N G  T H E  V O T E  |

SVEEP campaign promotes 
100% voting awareness

‘Necessary facilities 
should be ensured 
in polling stations’
Central Chronicle News

Keeping in mind 
the summer season, 
instructions were 
given to provide 
health facilities for 
irst aid at every 
polling station. 

KOREA: Regarding Lok 
Sabha Elections 2024, 
Collector and District 
Election Oicer Vinay 
Kumar Langeh held a 
meeting of the oicials 
and gave instructions to 
ensure necessary facil-
ities at the polling sta-
tions.

In the meeting, Col-
lector Langeh asked 
the Chief Medical and 
Health Oicer to provide 
necessary medicines, 
glucose, ORS solution 
etc. to every polling 
station for irst aid and 
relief from common dis-
eases caused by insects 
and heat, keeping in 
mind the summer sea-
son. Along with this, 

instructions were given 
to ensure the presence 
of 1 departmental staf, 
ield oicers-employ-
ees and ambulances to 
ensure quick treatment 
during emergencies.

The Collector directed 
the Chief Executive Oi-
cer of the District Pan-
chayat and the Chief 
Municipality Oicer to 
provide all the basic facil-
ities as well as pitchers, 
jugs, coolers, clean toilets 
for cool drinking water 
for the voters in all the 
polling stations to protect 
them from heat wave as 
per the instructions of 
the Election Commission 
of India.

In the meeting, Chief 
Executive Oicer of 
District Panchayat Dr. 
Ashutosh Chaturvedi, 
Additional Collector 
Arun Kumar Markam, 
Deputy Collector Vinay 
Kumar Kashyap and 
Mr. Umesh Patle, Chief 
Medical and Health 
Oicer along with oth-
ers were present.

Digging and crushing in crusher mines in many blocks of Khairagarh continue unabated.

In Kalkasa, Dapka, 
Baldevpur, Jurlakala, 
Ghotiya, crusher oper-
ators have egregiously 
exceeded stone exca-
vation limits, flout-
ing regulations with 
impunity. Despite this, 
the Mineral Depart-
ment remains inactive, 
failing in its duty to 
enforce compliance. 
Recent changes in leas-
ing rules exacerbate 

the situation, extend-
ing leases from five 
to thirty years. This 
means communities are 
trapped in the after-
math of uncontrolled 
mining until at least 
2048. With no respite 
in sight, residents face 
ongoing environmental 
degradation and social 
disruption, underscor-
ing the urgent need for 
intervention.

HIGHLIGHT

z  Crusher operators in 
Kalkasa, Dapka, Baldevpur, 
Jurlakala, Ghotiya flout 
regulations, with Mineral 
Department’s negligence 
worsening the situation.

z Illegal stone excavation 
exceeds permitted area 
fourfold, with government 
land also targeted, exposing 
widespread rule flouting.

FASTFACTS

z A voting awareness 

rally was taken out 

by the officers and 

employees of the 

Health Department

z CEO District 

Panchayat Pali, 

conducted a meeting 

regarding voter 

awareness of NRLM 

cadre of 20 Gram 

Panchayats

HTPS bids 
touching 
farewell to 
retirees

KORBA: A touching fare-
well was given by hon-
oring the oicers and 
employees who retired 
from Hasdev Thermal 
Power Station (HTPS) in 
the month of April 2024. 
From the plant, Super-
intending Engineer Anil 
Kumar Bhavsar, Executive 
Engineer Chandrashekhar 
Baghel, Junior Engineer 
Lakhanlal Patel, Senior 
Supervisors Saheb Lal 
Karsh, Gauri Nath Cha-
turesh, Chautram Uike 
and Gopal Krishna Kan-
war, Junior Supervisors 
Ram Gopal Gupta and 
Narayan Singh Kamal, 
Fireman Narendra Kumar 
Jharia and Plant Par. Cat-
egory 2 Sheikh Karim 
retired after attaining the 
age of superannuation. In 
whose honor the function 
was organized at Erector 
Hostel, Korba West.  On 
this occasion, retired 
employees were honored 
by the plant chief and 
special guests on the stage 
by presenting them with 
lower bouquets, citations 
and wrist watches.
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BLOSSOMING BEAUTY

he irresistible 
charm of 
Dhanbaher’s 
clustered lowers

PANDARIA: The lowers 
‘Palash’ on the Amaltas tree 
is now coming in full bloom, 
in the forest areas including 
the city. As the heat reaches 
its peak, yellow bush-like 
lowers have emerged in 
the plants of Amaltas. The 
yellow clustered chande-
lier-like lowers of Amaltas 
look very beautiful, that 
are attracting people in 
huge numbers. Amaltas is 
found more in the forest 
area of Pandariya. Baiga 
tribals know it by the name 
of Keedora. The commu-
nity also uses it to decorate 
their wedding pavilions. 
Its lowers are also used to 
make diferent dishes. It is 
also known as Dhanbaher. 
The height of the Amaltas 
tree ranges from 4 to 14 feet. 
Amaltas also has Ayurvedic 
importance. Its leaves, low-
ers, fruits, seeds and bark 
are also useful. 

CAMPAIGNING

Marpacchi 
is amplifying 
support for  
Saroj Pandey

MARWAHI: Marwahi MLA 
Pranav Marpacchi is con-
tinuously visiting various 
villages of Marwahi and 
campaigning in favor of BJP 
candidate Saroj Pandey in 
Korba Lok Sabha.

Marwahi MLA Pranab 
Marpacchi is going from 
village to village of Mar-
wahi Assembly asking 
for votes in favor of Saroj 
Pandey and telling about 
the achievements of 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s government.

MLA Pranav went to 
village Shivni, Devgawan 
of Marwahi assembly 
and met the villagers 
and said that we have 
got Saroj Pandey ji as 
a candidate, who is a 
big leader of Bharatiya 
Janata Party and whose 
name is also recorded 
in the Guinness Book of 
World Records. 

AWARENESS

Voting awareness 
created by Shri 
Ram Prabhat 
Pheri in Mungeli
MUNGELI: Shri Ram Prabhat 
Pheri Committee Mungeli is 
making voters aware every 
morning by visiting every 
village and street of Mungeli 
city under the campaign of 
100% voting in Mungeli dis-
trict to get full participation 
in the upcoming Lok Sabha 
elections.  The aim of this 
pheri is to motivate rural 
women, elders and soldiers 
of village Lalakapa to vote by 
giving them voter awareness 
songs and slogans. Another 
aim is to motivate people to 
vote by telling voters about 
their rights and taking an 
oath and pledge to vote. 

NEWSLINE

| DRINKING WATER PROBLEM | 

Tank Ornamentation: A stark contrast to dwindling drinking water reserves

Villagers said that 

the concerned 

department has 

been made aware 

of this problem 

but the result 

remained only a 

shade of cover 

– Residents of  

Madanpur villlage.

Illegal sand mining 
going on in full swing; 
villagers troubled

Central Chronicle News

The situation in Fin-
geshwar is particu-
larly alarming, with 
relentless illegal 
sand mining oper-
ations conducted 
round the clock.  

FINGESHWAR: In response 
to widespread reports of 
illegal sand mining, the 
Mineral Department has 
initiated formal actions, 
sparking a wave of public 
concern and outcry. The 
department’s recent sei-
zure of 2-4 Hywa vehicles 
involved in illegal trans-
portation is perceived as 
a mere token gesture in 
the face of rampant exca-
vation and transportation 
activities that continue 
unchecked, day and night, 
throughout the region.

The situation in 
Fingeshwar is partic-
ularly alarming, with 
relentless illegal sand 
mining operations con-
ducted round the clock. 
Despite the ostensible 
crackdown, hundreds of 
trucks remain stationed 
at sand mines, wait-
ing to load their illicit 
cargo, casting doubt on 
the effectiveness of the 
government’s efforts.

The issue has gained 
signiicant traction in 
the media, both tradi-
tional and social, high-
lighting the urgent need 
for decisive action from 
the authorities. Reports 
of corruption within the 

sand mining industry 
have further fueled pub-
lic outrage, leading to 
accusations of collusion 
between the sand maia 
and powerful political 
igures.

Concerns have been 
raised regarding the 
reluctance of senior dis-
trict officers to address 
the issue, amid allega-
tions of pressure from 
influential politicians. 
The failure to curb the 
activities of the sand 
mafia syndicate not 
only undermines the 

rule of law but also 
erodes public trust in 
the government’s ability 
to uphold justice.

The problem extends 
beyond Fingeshwar, with 
illegal excavation and 
transportation activities 
reported in neighboring 
areas such as Gariaband, 
Mainpur, and Devbhog. 
The apparent inaction 
of authorities in the face  
of such widespread  
criminal activity under-
scores the gravity of the 
situation.

FASTFACTS

z Illegal mining 

and transportation 

activities, along 

with corruption, are 

becoming public.

z Concerns have been 

raised regarding the 

reluctance of senior 

district officers to 

address the issue.

Voter awareness program was organized in the colony  

of special backward tribe Birhor community.



QUOTE  FROM THE QUOTABLE

I suppose leadership at one time 
meant muscles, but today it means 

getting along with people.

[ Mahatma Gandhi.  ]

Since  1974  Volume  12  No. 34

|  O U R  V I E W  | 

India’s Stand Against 
Chinese Border 
Encroachments

I
ndia has vocalized its unwavering opposition to 

China’s construction activities in the Shaksgam 

Valley, situated in the sensitive region of Paki-

stan-occupied Kashmir. The Ministry of External Afairs 

(MEA) has vehemently condemned these actions as 

illegal attempts to tamper with ground realities. The 

stance adopted by India resonates with historical and 

legal assertions regarding the Shaksgam Valley. It is 

imperative to underscore that India steadfastly refutes 

the validity of the 1963 China-Pakistan agreement, 

which purportedly transferred control of the region 

to China. This steadfast refusal underscores India’s 

principled stand on territorial integrity. Randhir 

Jaiswal, spokesperson for the MEA, emphasized India’s 

sovereign rights over the Shaksgam Valley. The asser-

tion of these rights is not merely a matter of rhetoric 

but a testament to India’s commitment to safeguard 

its territorial boundaries. The MEA’s declaration of 

intent to take necessary measures relects the gravity 

of the situation and the resolve to protect national 

interests. The Shaksgam Valley issue is not an isolated 

concern but part of a broader pattern of Chinese 

encroachments along the Line of Actual Control (LAC). 

China’s strategic maneuvers, as evidenced by incur-

sions and military infrastructure development, pose a 

signiicant challenge to India’s security paradigm. The 

international community has increasingly recognized 

the gravity of China’s aggressive posturing along the 

border. Recent studies underscore the strategic calcu-

lus behind China’s incursions, aimed at establishing a 

lasting presence in contested regions. India’s response 

to these provocations is not only a defense of its own 

sovereignty but also a deterrent against unilateral 

alterations of the status quo. While the path to resolu-

tion may be protracted, India remains steadfast in its 

commitment to dialogue and diplomatic engagement. 

The forthcoming engagements signify a concerted 

efort to address these complex issues and uphold the 

principles of peaceful coexistence. The onus lies on 

the international community to uphold principles of 

justice and respect for established borders in the face 

of such provocations.

|  G U E S T  V I E W  | 

Press Freedom: 
Democracy’s 
Essential Guardian

The Enigma of Frenemy 
Relations in Indian Politics

Collapse of earth’s magnetic ield may made life complex

P
ress freedom, celebrated annually on May 

3rd through “World Press Freedom Day,” is 

pivotal in democratic societies, molding public 

opinion and fostering informed citizenry. In histor-

ical contexts where press independence faced daily 

threats, the steadfast integrity of newspaper owners 

and editors served as a bulwark against coercion. 

Upholding journalistic 

ethics ensures the dis-

semination of fair and 

unbiased information, a 

cornerstone of democ-

racy. As Thomas Jefferson 

famously stated, he would 

opt for a free press even 

without a government, 

highlighting its indispens-

able role. While the press 

serves as democracy’s 

watchdog, it also necessi-

tates an engaged populace 

to hold it accountable. 

Journalists, equipped with both training and innate 

qualities, navigate the responsibility of providing 

accurate and insightful reporting. Despite continu-

ous scrutiny, the press remains vital in safeguarding 

democratic principles, empowering citizens with 

the information required to make informed deci-

sions and actively participate in civic life.

Dr Ganapathi Bhat

bly. Tripura voter preferred 
BJP over the frenemy politics 
of  Left.

The recent election cam-
paign in Kerala exposed 
frenemy character of Left 
and Congress. Rahul Gandhi 
wondering why the Kerala 
CM Pinarayi Vijayan is not in 
jail along with Kejriwal and 
Hemanth Soren though facing 
the same financial scandals 
and the CPM leaders ques-
tioning the genetic as well 
as intellectual credentials of 
Rahul Gandhi. The CPI on its 
part questioned the rationale 
of Rahul Gandhi’s contest in 
Kerala’s Waynad without chal-
lenging the BJP in North. That 
party doubted the sincerity 
of Congress in taking on BJP 
ideology.  It is strange that 
despite such a bitter relation 
in the west coast state that 
Congress and CPM and other 
Left parties still stay in INDI 
alliance and Congress party 
entertain Left parties despite 
their bitter attack on Rahul 
Gandhi.

The current frenemy polit-
ical arrangement of Left and 
Congress is the best example 
for the self-serving, negative 

brand of politics. There is 
nothing common before the 
elections and there no com-
monality in the post-election 
scenario if their INDI alli-
ance fails to form the gov-
ernment at Delhi. Left always 
ran negative politics outside 
their three strongholds. They 
know their limitation at the 
national scene, hence its con-
venient shift from one side to 
the other. It fought with Con-
gress by joining hands with 
Janata Party in 1977 elections. 
It supported the UPA forma-
tion in 2004 and withdrew its 
support in 2008 and fought 
against Congress in 2009 elec-
tion. With Modi’s ascendancy 
at national level and growing 
irrelevance of Left ideology 
it turned friendly with Con-
gress. Left is the cheer leader 
of “Modi  Hatao” group.  The 
recent secret meeting of Ker-
ala CPM politburo member  
E.P. Jayaraman meeting BJP 
in-charge Prakash Javade-
kar is causing ripples in Left 
island. Whether it is extension 
of frenemy political policy of 
Left or its conversion to ‘no 
permanent friends or enemies 
in politics’ dictum. 

N
ew words are con-
tinuously added to 
the political lexicon 

in India and one such and 
the latest being the fren-
emy politics. The Congress 
and Left parties are the ones 
who popularized the frenemy 
concept through their weird 
policy of friends in Bengal 
and enemies in Kerala. Ide-
ologically, both Congress and 
Left, accept that there noth-
ing common between them 
and their manifestos for the 
current Lok Sabha elections 
testifies that. Congress con-
tinues to abide by the bour-
geois democratic system 
while the Left follows the dia-
metrically opposite socialist 
agenda with a single party 
dominance as proscribed 
by Lenin-Mao. They are bit-
ter enemies even during the 
pre-independence time and 
continues to be except during 
the formation of opportunis-
tic alliance, this time to keep 
their bitter foe Right away 
from the power. 

The Left is adept at 
defending its political moves, 
however wrong or disastrous 
they may, as they had a huge 

media support. The liberal 
editors, columnists never 
questioned the Left collab-
orations without ideological 
cohesion. Intellectual silence 
on Left blunders, including 
its ideological compromises 
is stunning. This lack of scru-
tiny by liberal groups lead to 
the ‘frenemy politics’ of Left 
in India.

The Left has never grown 
out of their red pockets of 
Kerala, West Bengal and 
Tripura and it was with Con-
gress they were proclaimed 
to be fighting, though there 
were reports of un-declared 
local understanding with 
both Congress and BJP at vil-
lage levels. Having seen the 
Congress culture of oppor-
tunistic politics with the 
CPM, the firebrand Mamata 
Banerjee took the decision 
of leaving Congress, floating 
her own party to successfully 
throw the Left out in Bengal. 
Once out of power the Left 
parties declined so fast in 
that state that its vote share 
got reduced to 7% in 2021 
assembly elections with out a 
single red flag holding mem-
ber getting entry into assem-

T
he Earth’s magnetic ield, 
a crucial shield against 
harmful space radiation, 

has long intrigued scientists 
with its luctuations and poten-
tial impact on life. Recent 
research suggests a fascinating 
link between the weakening of 
this magnetic shield over 500 
million years ago and the diver-
siication of complex biological 
life forms, shedding new light 
on Earth’s ancient past.

The emergence of com-
plex multicellular organisms, 
such as the Ediacaran fauna, 
between 575 and 565 million 
years ago marks a pivotal 
period in Earth’s biological 
evolution. Fossil records reveal 
a signiicant uptick in complex-
ity and diversity during this 
timeframe, sparking curiosity 
among researchers about the 
driving forces behind this evo-
lutionary leap.

Previous studies have high-
lighted the role of rising oxy-
gen levels in facilitating the 
proliferation of complex life 
forms. However, the mecha-
nisms triggering this increase 
remained elusive until recent 
investigations delved deeper 
into the Earth’s magnetic his-
tory.

An international team of 
researchers, spearheaded by 
the University of Rochester, 
US, embarked on a ground-

breaking study to unravel the 
mysteries of Earth’s magnetic 
ield during the Ediacaran 
period. Their indings, pub-
lished in the journal ‘Com-
munications Earth and Envi-
ronment,’ provide compelling 
insights into the interplay 
between geomagnetism and 
biological evolution.

By analyzing 21 plagio-
clase crystals extracted from 
a 591-million-year-old rock 
formation in southern Brazil, 
the researchers uncovered 
a remarkable revelation: the 
Earth’s magnetic ield was at 

its weakest ever recorded dur-
ing this epoch. These crystals, 
ubiquitous in the Earth’s crust, 
preserve invaluable informa-
tion about the magnetic ield 
intensity at the time of their 
formation.

The team’s analysis revealed 
that the magnetic ield strength 
was approximately 30 times 
weaker than the current inten-
sity. This unprecedented weak-
ening, termed a “near-col-
lapse” by the researchers, 
had profound implications for 
Earth’s atmospheric compo-
sition and, consequently, the 

evolution of life.
The weakened magnetic 

ield likely facilitated the 
escape of hydrogen from the 
Earth’s atmosphere, leading 
to an increase in atmospheric 
oxygen levels. This surge in 
oxygen concentration pro-
vided a conducive environ-
ment for the development 
and proliferation of complex 
organisms, fueling the diversi-
ication observed in the fossil 
record.

The researchers postulate 
that extreme coronal mass 
ejection (CME) events, dur-

ing which the Sun ejects large 
quantities of plasma and mag-
netic ield from its corona, 
played a pivotal role in exac-
erbating the weakening of 
Earth’s magnetic ield. These 
events may have pushed the 
boundary of the magnetic ield 
closer to the planet’s surface, 
facilitating hydrogen escape 
and amplifying the oxygen-rich 
environment.

Remarkably, the ultra-low 
magnetic ield strengths per-
sisted for an estimated 26 
million years, coinciding with 
the timeframe of increased 
oxygen levels and biological 
diversiication. This tempo-
ral alignment reinforces the 
potential causal link between 
geomagnetic luctuations and 
biological evolution during the 
Ediacaran period.

The implications of these 
indings extend beyond mere 
geological curiosity. Earth’s 
magnetic ield, a fundamental 
component of its habitabil-
ity, exerts a profound inlu-
ence on the planet’s climate, 
atmosphere, and biological 
evolution. Understanding the 
intricate dynamics between 
geomagnetism and life’s emer-
gence sheds light on the intri-
cate interplay shaping Earth’s 
history and underscores the 
delicate balance sustaining life 
on our planet.

Dr. Duggaraju 

Srinivasa Rao

Discoveries suggest Earth’s magnetic ield collapse over 500 million years ago could have 
spurred the complexity and diversity of life. by Press Trust of India.
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AstraZeneca’s Vaccine side effects
AstraZeneca’s acknowledgment of the rare 
but severe side effect, thrombosis with 
thrombocytopenia syndrome (TTS), linked 
to its Covid-19 vaccine is deeply concerning. 
Urgent investigation into these incidents is 
imperative, with the pharmaceutical com-
pany held responsible. Addressing vaccine 
risks is crucial to alleviate public concerns. 
With reports of recipients facing life-threat-
ening complications, swift government 
inquiry and transparent dissemination of 
findings are essential to maintain public 
trust and safety.

MK Nair, Raipur

A call for change in Pakistan 
Ayesha Rashan’s heart transplant at MGM 
Healthcare, Chennai, symbolizes a heart-
warming tale of humanity. Applauding the 
hospital’s efforts to fundraise for her surgery 
is essential. Despite countless instances of 
Indian doctors aiding patients from neigh-
boring countries, Pakistan’s leadership 
remains unmoved. Islamabad must rec-
ognize the potential benefits of fostering 
friendly ties with India. It’s time for Pakistan 
to embrace a new perspective, acknowledg-
ing the goodwill gestures extended by its 
neighbors for a brighter future. 

Shiv Kumar Mishra, Raipur 
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Weakening magnetic shield 500 million years ago linked to surge in complex life forms.| Photo AP
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GEORGIA: The Asian 
Development Bank is 
open to funding the space 
sector in India in addition 
to focusing on climate 
inance to mitigate the 
associated risks, said its 
Vice President Bhargav 
Dasgupta on Friday. ADB 
has done some projects 
in satellite in the Asia 
Paciic region, but has 
not provided any assis-
tance in the Indian space 

sector. “We have not 
done much till now. We 
are always open to look 
at new areas, we under-
stand it has been opened 
up and there is lot of 
interest on startup side, 
if we ind alignment with 
our objectives in terms 
of Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs), we 
will look at it,” he said. 
Last month, the govern-
ment notiied amend-
ments to the foreign 
direct investment policy 

in the space sector to 
attract ofshore investors 
in satellite manufacturing 
and satellite launch vehi-
cles segments. Talking 
about initiatives in India, 
Dasgupta said, “we are 
very excited about the 
work that is happening 
in the country including 
recently launched roof-
top solar projects, large 
solar projects, pump 
hydro, and battery stor-
age.” Besides, he said 
there is a lot of interest 

in the corporate sector in 
energy transmission, con-
version of older coal-ired 
power projects into green 
energy units. Dasgupta, 
former MD and CEO 
of ICICI Lombard, was 
appointed Vice President 
of ADB in September last 
year. He is responsible 
for management of ADB’s 
Private Sector Operations 
Department, established 
in 1966, is owned by 68 
members, 49 from the 
region. 

ADB open to funding space 
sector in India, says Dasgupta

It is committed to achieving a prosperous, inclusive, resilient, and sustainable Asia and 
the Paciic, while sustaining its eforts to eradicate extreme poverty.

Press Trust Of India

MUMBAI: Tata Sons chair-
man N Chandrasekaran 
on Friday urged grad-
uating students at the 
IIT-Bombay to start think-
ing about contributing to 
the future of our society 
and nation. Address-
ing the commencement 
event at the institute here, 
Chandrasekaran advised 
the students to focus on 

the mantras of building 
trust, character and hav-
ing a purpose to have ful-
illing careers and a life. 

“It’s better to start 
thinking (about) how 
you will contribute to the 
future of our society and 
our nation. 

Such a purpose will 
enrich your life and I 
guarantee you, will make 
it very, very fulilling,” 
he said. The chairman 

of the diversiied group 
told the students from 
the Indian Institute of 
Technology-Bombay (IIT-
B) that they will create 
huge impacts in various 
ields, and pointed out 
that some of them will 
become entrepreneurs, 
some will go into academ-
ics, or pursue science as 
a researcher or some of 
them may also become 
Nobel laureates.

|  CHANDRASEKARAN TO IIT-B GRADS | 

‘Start thinking about contributions to nation’s future’
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BEST OF THE REST

VELLORE: The results of Vellore 
Institute of Technology Engi-
neering Entrance Examination 
(VITEEE) has been declared. The 
results are available in the portal 
“https://ugresults.vit.ac.in/viteee” 
which can also be accessed through 
VIT website “www.vit.ac.in.” First 
Rank was obtained by Mr. Rupinder 
Singh  of Haryana , Second rank 
by Mr. Bhanu Mahesh Chekuri of 
Rajasthan,  Third rank by A Vedaan-
thh of  Andhra Pradesh, Fourth 
rank by Ms.Aayushi Baid  of Assam,  
Fifth rank by Ms. Sanvi Singh  from 
Uttar Pradesh, Sixth rank by Mr. 
Abhiraj Ramakant Yadav  from  
Maharashtra,  Seventh Rank by Mr. 
Chaitanya Ramesh Bochre of Utta-
rakhand,  Eighth rank by Mr. Vicky 
Kumar Singh of Uttar Pradesh,  
Nineth rank by Mr. Sohan Hazra of 
Himachal Pradesh and Tenth rank 
by Mr. Sahil of Bihar.

RESULT DECLARED

Results of Vellore 

Institute Entrance  

Examination declared

INDICATORS

MUMBAI:Equity benchmark Sensex 
plummeted over 700 points to sink 
below the 74,000 level and Nifty 
retreated from a record high on Friday 
as investors pared exposure to tele-
com, capital goods and tech stocks. 
Heavy selling pressure in Reliance 
Industries, L&T and HDFC Bank count-
ers also pulled indices down, traders 
said. The 30-share BSE Sensex dropped 
732.96 points or 0.98 per cent to set-
tle at 73,878.15 after soaring 484.07 
points earlier in the day. From its 
intra-day high of 75,095.18, the bench-
mark tanked 1,627.45 points to the 

day’s low of 73,467.73. The NSE Nifty 
also declined 172.35 points or 0.76 per 
cent to 22,475.85. The benchmark hit 
a record 22,794.70 in the early trade, 
up 146.5 points or 0.64 per cent. On 
the weekly front, the BSE benchmark 
climbed 147.99 points or 0.20 per cent. 
The NSE Nifty advanced 55.9 points or 
0.24 per cent. 
MAJOR GAINERS: Bajaj Finserv, M&M, 
SBI, ICICI Bank and Infosys. 
MAJOR LOSERS:  L&T, Maruti, Reliance 
Industries, Nestle, Bharti Airtel, UltraT-
ech Cement, Kotak Mahindra Bank and 
JSW Steel . PTI  

How the stock market behave today
Sensex tumbles 700 points amid broadbased 

sellof; Nifty slips 172.35 points
NUMBER

68
z  India, a founding 

member of ADB, is now 

ADB’s fourth largest 

shareholder and its top 

borrower since 2010

z Last month, the govt 

notified amendments 

to the FDI policy in the 

space sector

World INDICES

Stock Value % chg

Dow Jones (US) 38,795 -0.85	î
FTSE 100 Index 8,220 +0.59 ì
Nikkei 225 (JPN) 38,236  -0.10 î
CSI 300 (CHN) 3,604 -0.54 î
Index at 05:30 p.m. (IST, May 3, 2024)

Forex RATES

Foreign currency Vs Rupee 

US Dollar 83.37   î
Euro 89.87  î
Chinese Yuan 11.51  î
UAE Dirham 22.70  î
Pakistan Rupee 0.29  î
Sri Lanka Rupee 0.28 	 ì
On May 3, 2024

Share MARKETS

Market Close  %chg 

Sensex 73,878 -0.98 î
Nifty 22,475 -0.76  î
Nifty, MidCap 50,935 -0.35 î
Nifty SmallCap 16,936 -0.49 î
Nifty Bank 48,923 -0.62  î
Closing rates as on May 3, 2024 at 5;30p.m. (IST)

he Day’s
NUMBERS

BIGGEST MARKETS FOR  
ELECTRIC TWO-WHEELERS

Countries with  

the highest sales of 

Two-Wheelers  

EVs in 2023

Source: Statista

5.9%

0.9% 0.3%

0.2%
0.2%

China

India

Vietnam

Other Asia

Europe

AMD set to fuel growing 
demand for AI compute

 Mark Papermaster 
Chief Technology Officer,  

Chipmaker AMD
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MUMBAI: Airtel Payments Bank  
announced the launch of its Business 
Solution Suite, designed to revolutionise 
the banking and payment experience for 
its merchant partners across the coun-
try. The innovative suite seamlessly inte-
grates banking and payment functional-
ities into one uniied platform, ofering 
unparalleled convenience and eiciency 
to merchant partners.

Anubrata Biswas, MD and CEO of 
Airtel Payments Bank said “We are 
delighted to launch this Business Solu-
tion Suite — a truly innovative, difer-
entiated and relevant ofering designed 
to address the banking and payment 
needs of our Merchant partners. The 
solution stands apart in the industry 
for being user-need-focused, developed 
after extensive research, and designed 
to encourage the adoption of digital 
banking among small and mid-size mer-
chants. Its introduction underscores our 
commitment to driving the vision of a 
digital India.” 

NEW DELHI: The Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) on Thursday said 97.76 per cent 
of the Rs 2000 denomination ban-
knotes have returned to the banking 
system, and only Rs 7,961 crore worth 
of the withdrawn notes are still with 
the public. On May 19, 2023, the RBI 
announced the withdrawal of Rs 2000 
denomination banknotes from cir-
culation. The total value of Rs 2000 
banknotes in circulation, which was 
Rs 3.56 lakh crore at the close of busi-
ness on May 19, 2023, when the with-
drawal of the high value banknotes 
was announced. PTI

PAYMENT EXPERIENCE BANKING

Airtel Payments Bank 
introduces Business 
Solution Suite 

RBI says 97.76 pc  
of Rs 2000 currency 
notes returned

Air India to 

start direct 

Delhi-Zurich 

flights from 

June 16

NEW DELHI: Air India will 
start direct lights from 
the national capital to 
Zurich from June 16, and 
the Swiss city will be 
the seventh European 
destination that will be 
connected by the airline 
with non-stop services. 
The four times a week 
services will be operated 
by a Boeing 787 aircraft 
with a two-class conig-
uration -- Economy and 
Business. The lights will 
be on Mondays, Wednes-
days, Fridays and Sun-
days, according to a 
release on Friday. “With 
over 250 Swiss compa-
nies operating in India, 
hundreds of Indian 
companies in Switzer-
land, and a growing 
Indian diaspora of nearly 
18,000, these lights will 
cater to a strong demand 
for business and leisure 
travel in both directions,” 
Air India CEO and MD 
Campbell Wilson said. 

Press Trust Of India

The company 
looking to rope in a 
brand ambassador 
to push the brand’s 
visibility in India.

CHENNAI: French auto-
maker Citroen expects 
India to become its sec-
ond biggest market after 
home country in the next 
ive years, for which it will 
accelerate network expan-
sion besides introducing 
new products, company 
global CEO Thierry Koskas 
said. The company will be 
incorporating learnings 
from the past few years 
of its presence in India to 
attract more consumers 
besides looking to rope 
in a brand ambassador to 
push the brand’s visibil-
ity in India. “India is an 
important market for Cit-
roen and in a few years, 
it will become the second 
biggest market for us after 

our home market France,” 
Koskas told PTI here in an 
interview. At the moment, 
India is “probably in the 
top 10 markets for Citroen, 
more towards the 10th 
rather than upwards”, he 
said, adding, “So, there is 
a lot of room for improve-
ment, but I think it’s abso-
lutely possible.” Asked 
by when Citroen expects 
India to become its second 

biggest market, he said, 
“To become the number 
two, I think it’s absolutely 
doable in the next ive 
years.” He admitted that 
there is a lot of gap to be 
bridged for India to come 
up to that level. In 2023, 
Citroen sold around 2 lakh 
units in France whereas 
the company had sold 
around 9,500 units in 
India.

Citroen’s CEO Thierry Koskas  focuses on Indian market.

FACTFILE

z  Citroen sold around 

2 lakh units in France 

whereas the company 

had sold around 9,500 

units in India

z Citroen will 

“heavily invest” 

to build brand 

awareness in India

|  B I G G E S T  M A R K E T  |

Expect India to become  
2nd largest market: Thierry

A woman gets out of a Polestar 3 at the Beijing Auto Show in Beijing on May 3.

Cutting-edge tech, novelties and affordability wow visitors
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BARDHAMAN/KRISHNANAGAR: 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Friday asserted 
that Congress’ tally in the 
Lok Sabha polls will be 
an “all-time low”, as the 
grand old party would 
struggle to cross even the 
“half-century” mark in 
the hustings.

He also mocked Con-
gress leader Rahul Gan-
dhi’s decision to contest 
from Uttar Pradesh’s 
Rae Bareli seat, “sens-
ing defeat” in Kerala’s 
Wayanad, where he is a 
sitting MP.

Addressing back-to-
back rallies in the Bard-
haman-Durgapur and 
Krishnanagar Lok Sabha 

constituencies, Modi said 
that if Congress is voted to 
power, it would “snatch” 
quotas meant for the 
Scheduled Caste, Dalits 
and OBCs and give those 
to its “jihadi vote bank” 
to pursue the party’s 
“appeasement politics”. 
The PM slammed the 
opposition bloc INDIA 
and the Congress for 
“supporting” the “vote 
jihad” comments made 
by a candidate of the 
Samajwadi Party (SP), an 
ally of the grand old party 
in Uttar Pradesh. “There 
is no need for opinion 
polls or exit polls, as I had 
talked about their (Con-
gress) defeat long back in 
Parliament. When their 
senior leader quit her Lok 

Sabha seat and entered 
Parliament through Rajya 
Sabha from Rajasthan, it 
was evident they sensed 
defeat,” he said, in an 
apparent dig at Sonia Gan-
dhi. “Now, the ‘shehzada’ 
of Congress, who went to 

Wayanad after losing the 
Amethi seat, is also con-
testing from Rae Bareli. 
He knows he will lose 
Wayanad this time,” Modi 
said, referring to Rahul 
Gandhi’s decision to con-
test from Rae Bareli. He 
said Rahul Gandhi should 
not be afraid and “keep 
running away”.

“I had said earlier 
that the ‘prince’, after 
the polling in Wayanad, 
would look for another 
seat, due to fear of defeat 
in that constituency. 
Now, he had to run away 
from Amethi and choose 
the Rae Bareli seat. They 
go around and ask people 
not to feel afraid. I would 
tell them the same thing - 
don’t be afraid and don’t 

run away,” the prime 
minister said.

“The Congress’ tally 
in the Lok Sabha polls 
will be an all-time low. 
Let the Congress try as 
much as it wants, but 
the party won’t be able 
to cross the half-century 
mark this time. They 
would struggle to get 
even 50 seats,” Modi 
asserted. “Can the TMC 
by winning 15 seats, the 
Congress by getting less 
than 50 seats or the Left 
Front, which has lost its 
support base, win the 
elections and form a 
stable government? The 
answer is no. Only the 
BJP-led NDA can win the 
polls and form a stable 
government,” he said.

Congress tally to be all-time 
low in LS polls: PM Modi

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi during a public meeting for Lok Sabha elections, in Krishnanagar, West Bengal.

Modi said that if Congress is voted to power, it would “snatch” quotas meant for the 
Scheduled Caste, Dalits and OBCs and give those to its “jihadi vote bank”.

HC reserves 

order on 

NewsClick HR 

head’s bail 

plea

NEW DELHI: The Delhi 
High Court on Friday 
reserved its order on 
a bail plea of News-
Click’s human resources 
department chief Amit 
Chakravarty in a case 
lodged against the news 
portal under anti-terror 
law UAPA over charges 
that it received money 
to spread pro-China  
propaganda. 

Justice Swarana Kanta 
Sharma reserved the 
order after Chakrav-
arty’s counsel submitted 
that the chargesheet has 
already been iled in the 
case and the petitioner, 
after turning an approver, 
has been cited as a prose-
cution witness.

Press Trust Of India

IMPHAL: In a symbolic pro-
test, seven women shaved 
their heads and staged a 
cycle rally to spread the mes-
sage of peace and unity in the 
ethnic violence hit Manipur 
on Friday. The women 
wearing black clothes rode 
from Sekmai, a fringe village 
to Kangla, at the heart of 
Imphal, covering a distance 
of at least 19 km. Kh Shanti, 
a middle-aged woman who 
accompanied the seven 
women said, “Shaving of 
hair is a symbolic gesture 

and to protest the govern-
ment’s inability to check 
on periodic gun attacks on 

fringe areas of Imphal valley 
by militants.

 based in adjacent hill 
areas of Churachandpur and 
Kangpokpi. We all are tired. 
We want peace.” 

“May 3 marks the comple-
tion of one year of violence 
in the state. Today we once 
again remember the losses 
and atrocities committed on 
farmers, daily wage earners 
of Torbung and Phougak-
chao which was attacked by 
an armed mob from Chura-
chandpur without provoca-
tion” M Sobita Devi, a Meira 
Paibi leader said at Kangla.

Press Trust Of India

The Delhi High Court 
sought the response 
of the CBI and ED 
on Friday on former 
deputy chief minis-
ter Manish Sisodia’s 
pleas seeking bail in 
the corruption and 
money-laundering 
cases lodged by the 
agencies in relation 
to the alleged excise 
policy scam.

NEW DELHI: Justice 
Swarana Kanta Sharma 
issued notices to the Cen-
tral Bureau of Investiga-
tion (CBI) and Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) on 

Sisodia’s pleas challeng-
ing a trial court’s April 30 
order by which his bail 
petitions were dismissed.

The high court listed 
the matter for further 
hearing on May 8.

Sisodia’s lawyers 
said an application has 
also been iled seek-
ing an interim relief 
for the continuation of 
the trial court’s order 
allowing him to meet 

his ailing wife once a 
week in custody dur-
ing the pendency of his 
bail pleas.

As the counsel for the 
ED submitted that the 
agency has no objection 
if the trial court order 
is continued, the judge 
allowed the request.

AAP leader Manish Sisodia at Rouse Avenue Court.

Briefs
BEST OF THE REST

NEW DELHI: The Aam Aadmi Party 
on Friday claimed that Amit Shah in 
an interview made it clear that Delhi 
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal was 
arrested by the ED under a conspir-
acy. Addressing a press conference, 
party leader Atishi alleged that Union 
Home Minister Shah in an interview 
with a news channel made it clear 
that the Enforcement Directorate 
intended to arrest Kejriwal from the 
very irst time it sent him a summons.

“Since the day Kejriwal started get-
ting ED summons, AAP openly said 
that this was a conspiracy to arrest 
him,” Atishi said.

The Delhi minister said these were 

not ED, but “BJP summonses.”
“Even then BJP spokespersons 

used to say that ED is an independent 
investigation agency and they have 
nothing to do with the summons,” 
she said.

She alleged that the BJP is afraid 
of Kejriwal for he can expose the 10 
years of its misrule.

“Amit Shah himself said that the 
BJP-ruled central government and 
their ED had the intention from the 
very irst day to arrest Shri Arvind 
Kejriwal and put him in jail,” Atishi 
said. She claimed that Shah said that 
the summonses were a pretext to call 
Kejriwal and arrest him. PTI

From around the web on India

ED intended to arrest Kejriwal from day 1, Shah  

admitted in interview: AAP minister Atishi
HIGHLIGHT

z Hitting out at the 

alliance, the PM said 

the INDIA bloc of 

Congress, TMC and 

the Left parties “has 

only one policy – 

appeasement”.

z Only the BJP-led 

NDA can win the polls 

and form a stable 

government,” he said.

|  SYMBOLIC PROTEST | 

Women shave head, take out rally

NEW DELHI: The National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) on Friday chargesheeted 
four cadres of CPI (Maoist) in a case 
related to iring at the commandos of 
the Special Operations Group (SOG) in 
Thalapuzha area of Wayanad district 
in Kerala last year, according to an oi-
cial statement.

The incident occurred on Novem-
ber 7, 2023, when the SOG team of Ker-
ala Police was on a combing operation 
in Perya, Wayanad, to track and nab 
armed cadres of the banned naxal out-
it, the CPI (Maoist). The team came 
under attack as it zoomed in on the 
cadres present in a house, it said. In 
the ensuing operation, two CPI (Mao-
ist) members, identiied as Thiruven-
kidam alias Chandru alias Chandu and 
Shreemathi alias Unnimaya alias Unni, 
were apprehended, said the statement 
issued by the probe agency.  PTI

KERALA

NIA chargesheets 4 CPI 

(M) cadres in case related 

to iring at commandos 

HYDERABAD: The city police on Friday 
said they arrested ive Telangana Con-
gress party social media activists in 
connection with Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah’s alleged morphed video 
that went viral recently.

The accused were produced before 
a local court which granted them bail 
with a condition that each person will 
have to submit two sureties worth Rs 
10,000 each and appear before the 
investigating oicer on Monday and 
Friday till further orders.

According to a statement issued 
by the police, the deliberate and mis-
chievous act of morphing the video is 
aimed at misleading people and voters 
creating fear amongst the OBC com-
munities, the police said, adding they 
registered a case under Sections 469 
(forgery), 505(1)C (circulating rumour), 
171G (spreading false information), 
among others. According to police, on 
April 23, during a public meeting in 
Medak, Amit Shah made a speech. PTI

AMIT SHAH MORPHED VIDEO

Five T’gana Cong workers 

arrested by Hyderabad 

police, out on bail

|  E X C I S E  P O L I C Y  ‘ S C A M ’  |

HC asks CBI, ED to respond 
to Sisodia’s bail pleas

CRIME

3 held for duping people 

on pretext of providing 

conirmed railway tickets
NEW DELHI: Three people were 
arrested for allegedly impersonating 
Travelling Ticket Examiners (TTEs) 
and duping Bihar-based people under 
the pretext of getting their railway tick-
ets conirmed, oicials said on Friday.

The accused were identiied as, 
Santosh (27), Ashutosh (26), and Afroz 
Ansari (37), all residents of Bihar, they 
said. “These accused took cash, debit 
cards and other valuable articles by 
duping innocent people especially 
the railway passengers hailing from 
Bihar by representing themselves as 
TTEs, on the pretext of getting their 
railway tickets conirmed,” Additional 
Commissioner of Police (crime) Sanjay 
Bhatia said. The oicer further said 
that on April 29, a tip-of was received 
about one of the accused. A trap was 
laid near IFFCO Chowk in Gurgaon 
and Santosh was apprehended. PTI

LS POLLS

SC to consider hearing 

arguments on interim 

bail to Arvind Kejriwal

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court on 
Friday told the Enforcement Direc-
torate that it would consider hearing 
arguments on the interim bail plea of 
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal in the 
excise policy-linked money launder-
ing case on account of the Lok Sabha 
elections in Delhi. A bench of Justices 
Sanjiv Khanna and Dipankar Datta told 
Additional Solicitor General SV Raju, 
appearing for the ED, that the hearing 
on Kejriwal’s plea against arrest is likely 
to take time and therefore, the court 
was considering hearing the probe 
agency on interim bail to him.  PTI

Congress leader Rahul 

Gandhi will win in 

Pakistan if elections are 

held there.

Himanta Biswa Sarma 

Assam CM

FACTFILE

z The ED arrested 

the former deputy 

chief minister in a 

money-laundering case 

stemming from the CBI 

FIR on March 9, 2023.

Sisodia resigned from 

the Delhi cabinet on 

February 28, 2023.

Today we once 
again remember 

the losses 
and atrocities 
committed on 

farmers, daily wage 
earners of Torbung 
and Phougakchao.  

M Sobita Devi 

Meira Paibi leader
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CHENNAI: The Tamil 
Nadu forest department 
conducted the irst ever 
Nilgiri Tahr synchronised 
survey and the data is 
likely to be made avail-
able within three weeks 
from now, Additional 
Chief Secretary, Environ-
ment Climate Change & 
Forests, Supriya Sahu 
said on Friday.

This endangered spe-
cies is endemic to the 
Western Ghats and is 
known for its gravity-de-
fying skills in climbing 
steep clifs.

“The irst ever Nilgiri 
Tahr Synchronised Sur-
vey by the Tamil Nadu 
Forest Department suc-
cessfully concluded on 
May 1,” Sahu said. “Sur-
vey teams from 138 blocks 
included 700 members 
from 13 forest divisions 
and 100 forest beats,” she 
said in a post on social 
media platform X.

Debrieing and data 
collection were going on, 
she said, and thanked 
the experts from IUCN, 
WII and WWF for their 
wholehearted support 
and collaboration.

“A big shout out to the 
team members, including 
forest staf, researchers, 
experts, and volunteers. 
Gratitude to the forest 
department, Govern-
ment of Kerala. Survey 
data is likely to be avail-

able in three weeks from 
now. @tnforestdept @
WWFINDIA @wii_india @
IUCN #ProjectNilgiriTahr 
#TNForest,” Sahu fur-
ther said, posting photo-
graphs and a video.

In October last year, 
the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment launched the Nilgiri 
Tahr project to conserve 
the state animal whose 
presence indicates the 
richness of biodiversity in 
the region.

Meanwhile, a team of 
experts took samples of 
elephants at Mudumalai 
in the state to monitor 
their health parameters.

TN conducts synchronised 
survey on animal Nilgiri Tahr

Red alert sounded for Kallakkadal 
in coastal parts of Kerala

Locally known as ‘Varai Aadu’, the Nilgiri Tahr is the state animal.

Officers from the forest medical department collect blood samples of elephants at Mudumalai, in Nilgiris district of Tamil Nadu, Friday.

Thiruvananthapuram: 
Central agencies have 
issued a red alert for 
‘Kallakkadal’, warning of 
sudden sea swells causing 
rough waves in coastal 
areas of Kerala and the 
south Tamil Nadu coast 
on Saturday and Sunday. 
This marks the irst time a 
red alert has been issued 
for the phenomenon of 
‘Kallakkadal’ -- the sud-
den swell of the seas caus-
ing rough waves -- by the 

Indian National Centre 
for Ocean Information 
Services (INCOIS) and the 
National Disaster Manage-

ment Authority (NDMA) 
in this part of the country, 
oicials here said.

HIGHLIGHT

z The officials have 

urged fishermen and 

coastal residents 

to take necessary 

precautions in 

response to the alert.

UP’S BANDA

hree killed 
after Bolero jeep 
hits their bike

BANDA (UP): Three peo-
ple, including a minor, 
were killed after their 
motorcycle collided with 
a Bolero jeep here, police 
said on Friday. 

Deputy Superinten-
dent of Police Rajveer 
Singh said the incident 
occurred on Thursday 
night when the victims, 
identiied as Gulam 
Mohammad (18), his 
brother Rajju (12) and 
their neighbour Kamlesh 
Sahu (26), were returning 
home from a market in 
Musiwa village. 

A Bolero jeep hit the 
victim’s motorcycle on 
Kamasin-Dadaun road 
near the Sikri bus stop, 
the DSP said. 

Upon receiving the 
information, the police 
rushed the victim to 
the Community Health 
Center (CHC) where 
the doctors declared  
Kamlesh Sahu and 
Ghulam Mohammad 
dead on arrival. 

While Rajju died on 
the way to Kanpur for 
treatment, he said. The 
bodies were sent for 
post-mortem. 

NEWSLINEScam: Court seeks 
responses from CBI, 
ED on Kavitha’s plea

Press Trust Of India

The BRS leader’s 
advocate Nitesh Rana 
told the court that she 
wishes to be produced 
physically before the 
court instead of being 
produced through 
video conference from 
Tihar central jail.  

NEW DELHI: A court 
here on Friday sought 
responses from the CBI 
and the ED on an applica-
tion iled by BRS leader K 
Kavitha seeking to be pro-
duced physically before 
the court on the expiry 
of her judicial custody in 
the alleged Delhi excise 
scam on May 7.

Special Judge Kaveri 
Baweja issued notice to 
the investigating agencies 
and directed them to ile 
their responses by May 
6, when the court will 
hear the arguments on 
Kavitha’s application.

In her application, the 
BRS leader’s advocate 
Nitesh Rana told the court 
that she wishes to be pro-
duced physically before 
the court instead of being 
produced through video 

conference from Tihar 
central jail, where she is 
currently lodged.

“The applicant is a vic-
tim of grave persecution 
and harassment meted 
out against her for wholly 
malaide and vexatious 
considerations. She is 
sanguine to expose the 
falsity, lack of substance 
and hollowness in the 
case set up against her 
in due course of the pro-
ceedings,” the applica-
tion claimed.

On April 23, the court 

had directed the jail 
authorities to produce 
Kavitha before it virtu-
ally on the expiry of her 
judicial custody. The ED 
arrested Kavitha, the 
daughter of former Telan-
gana CM K Chandrashe-
kar Rao, from her Banjara 
Hills residence in Hydera-
bad on March 15.

FASTFACTS

z On April 23, the court 

had directed the jail 

authorities to produce 

Kavitha before it 

virtually on the expiry 

of her judicial custody.

NEW DELHI: The Supreme 
Court on Friday asked the 
Centre to consider mak-
ing necessary changes in 
sections 85 and 86 of the 
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita 
to avoid its misuse for 
lodging of false or exag-
gerated complaints after 
taking into consideration 
the pragmatic realities.

Section 85 of the 
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita 
states, “Whoever, being 
the husband or the rel-
ative of the husband of 
a woman, subjects such 
woman to cruelty shall 
be punished with impris-
onment for a term which 
may extend to three years 
and shall also be liable to 
ine.” Section 86 expands 
the deinition of “cruelty” 
to encompass both men-
tal and physical harm to 
a woman. The top court 
said it had asked the Cen-
tre 14 years ago to have a 
relook at the anti-dowry 
law as exaggerated ver-
sions of the incident 
are relected in a large 
number of complaints. A 
bench of justices J B Par-

diwala and Manoj Misra 
said it looked into sections 
85 and 86 respectively 
of the Bharatiya Nyaya 
Sanhita, 2023, which is 
to come into force with 
efect from July 1, so as 
to ascertain whether the 
Legislature has seriously 
looked into the sugges-
tions of the court.  “The 
aforesaid is nothing but 
verbatim reproduction of 
Section 498A of the IPC. 
The only diference is that 
the Explanation to Sec-
tion 498A of the IPC, is 
now by way of a separate 
provision, i.e., Section 
86 of the Bhartiya Nyaya 
Sanhita, 2023.

“We request the Leg-
islature to look into the 
issue as highlighted above 
taking into consideration 
the pragmatic realities 
and consider making 
necessary changes in Sec-
tions 85 and 86 respec-
tively of the Bharatiya 
Nyaya Sanhita, 2023, 
before both the new pro-
visions come into force,” 
the bench said.

The observation from 

the apex court came 
while quashing a dow-
ry-harassment case iled 
by a woman against her 
husband. According to 
the FIR lodged by his 
wife, the man and his 
family members allegedly 
demanded dowry and 
caused mental and physi-
cal trauma to her. The FIR 
said the woman’s family 
had spent a large sum at 
the time of her wedding 
and also handed over her 
“stridhan” to the husband 
and his family. However, 
shortly after the wed-
ding, the husband and his 
family started harassing 
her on the false pretext 
that she had failed to dis-
charge her duties as a 
wife and daughter-in-law 
and pressuring her for 
more dowry. The bench 
said a plain reading of 
the FIR and the charge 
sheet indicates that the 
allegations levelled by the 
woman are quite vague, 
general and sweeping, 
specifying no instances of 
criminal conduct. The top 
court directed the registry 

to send a copy each of this 
judgment to the Union 
law and home secretar-
ies, to the government 
of India who may place 
it before the Minister for 
Law and Justice as well as 
the Minister for Home.

SC asks Centre to consider making 

changes in Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita

SIA attaches 
property of 
LeT terrorist
JAMMU: The State Inves-
tigation Agency (SIA) on 
Friday attached the prop-
erty of a Lashkar-e-Toiba 
terrorist in Jammu and 
Kashmir’s Rajouri district, 
oicials said. The immov-
able property belonging 
to LeT terrorist Abdul 
Hameed Khan at the Pan-
jgrain village in Manjakote 
tehsil was attached under 
the Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Act (UAPA) 
in compliance with a 
court order, they said. 
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Alia Bhatt and Sharvari Wagh have 
embarked on their journey into the 
upcoming Yash Raj Films’ (YRF) spy-
verse movie, a pioneering female-
centric addition to Aditya Chopra’s 
expanding YRF Spy Universe. Though 
details of the ilm remain shrouded in 
mystery, viral snapshots capture the 
actresses diligently honing their craft. 
In one image, Alia strikes a determined 
pose alongside her trainer in the gym, 
while another depicts Sharvari and 
her coach clad in workout attire, hint-
ing at the intense preparation for their 
roles in this eagerly awaited project. 
With production scheduled to com-
mence later this year, excitement for 
this adrenaline-fueled venture has 
reached unprecedented levels.

Kareena Kapoor shines in an ivory 
anarkali suit with striking eye makeup. 
A fashion icon, she stuns on red carpets 
and in everyday life. Recently spot-
ted in Mumbai, she wore an elegant 
ivory and gold anarkali suit, shared on 
Instagram. The outit features a scoop 
neckline, full-length sleeves, cinched 
detail, and pleated skirt, paired with 
ivory churidar pants, a gold cropped 
jacket, and embroidered juttis.

Bollywood

Alia Bhatt and Sharvari 

Wagh dive into YRF  

spy-verse ilm prep

Music

Kareena Kapoor in royal 

regal ivory anarkali

@nimratofficial

Bandra mornings: 
Nimrat Kaur’s glimpses

Actress Nimrat Kaur shares 
glimpses of her “Bandra mornings” 
with a series of pictures from her 
morning walk on Instagram Stories.

@ananyapanday

Ananya Panday’s new 
furry friend: meet Riot!

Ananya Panday introduces her new     
pet dog, ‘Riot’, on Instagram, calling 
him her ‘baby jaan’. Fans are charmed 
by the adorable snapshots of the play-
ful pup.

Virat Kohli’s heartfelt birthday mes-
sage to wife Anushka Sharma cele-
brates their love. Kohli, on Anush-
ka’s 36th birthday, shared adorable 
pictures of her on Instagram, declar-
ing, “I would have been completely 
lost if I didn’t ind you. Happy birth-

day my love. You are the light to our 
world. We love you so much.” The 
couple met during a shampoo com-
mercial shoot, dated for years, and 
married in 2017. They welcomed 
daughter Vamika in January 2021 and 
son Akaay in February.

The Bhansali touch: 

A blend of discipline 

and warmth

Aditi Rao Hydari also 
recalled a lighter moment 
with Bhansali when he 
jokingly commented on 
her weight, ofering her 
food during a visit. This 
juxtaposition of strict 
discipline and warm 
hospitality illustrates 
Bhansali’s multifaceted 

personality, where he bal-
ances intense dedication 
to his craft with genuine 
care for his collabora-
tors. Despite his exacting 
standards on set, Bhan-
sali’s afectionate gesture 
towards Hydari show-
cases his warmth and 
camaraderie, fostering an 
atmosphere of trust and 
creativity among his cast 
and crew.

he hot pair
Virat Kohli’s birthday tribute  

to Anushka Sharma

“I am really glad that 

he came to me with this 

character and this series. It is 

his biggest project to date.”

Sonakshi Sinha  

Actress

Web Series

Tom Felton joins  
cast of Hansal Mehta’s 
‘Gandhi’ series

Renowned “Harry Potter” actor 
Tom Felton has oicially joined the 
ensemble cast of Hansal Mehta’s 
highly anticipated “Gandhi” series. 
Felton, celebrated for his portrayal 
of Draco Malfoy in the iconic ilm 
franchise, is one of eight esteemed 
actors announced by the ilmmaker. 
Set against an international back-
drop, the series is currently in pro-
duction, generating immense excite-
ment among fans globally. Directed 
by Mehta himself, the project boasts a 
stellar lineup, promising an enthrall-
ing narrative. With production in full 
swing, Mehta recently took to Insta-
gram to express his enthusiasm for 
the project, further igniting anticipa-
tion for this ambitious venture.

Travis to direct 
‘Masters of the 
Universe’ movie

Travis Knight is set to 
direct the ‘Master of 

the Universe’ movie for 
Amazon MGM Studios 
and Mattel Films. The 
live-action adaptation 
of the iconic series is 
slated for release on 

June 5, 2026.

Freedom at 
midnight: cast 

revealed

Filmmaker Nikkhil 
Advani unveils cast for 

Sony LIV series ‘Freedom 
at Midnight.’ Sidhant 
Gupta, Chirag Vohra, 
and Rajendra Chawla 

star as Jawaharlal Nehru, 
Mahatma Gandhi, and 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
in the political thriller.

Tilda joins ‘he 
Ballad Of A Small 

Player’

Tilda Swinton joins Colin 
Farrell in Netlix’s ‘The 

Ballad Of A Small Player’, 
directed by Edward 

Berger, known for “All 
Quiet On The Western 

Front”. The high-stakes 
gambler story set in 
Macau promises an 

intriguing plot.

‘Panchayat 3’ 
set for May 2024 

release

Prime Video’s highly 
anticipated ‘Panchayat 3’ 
is scheduled to premiere 

in May 2024. The star-
studded series includes 
Jitendra Kumar, Neena 
Gupta, Raghubir Yadav, 
Chandan Roy, Sanvikaa, 
Faisal Malik, and more.

Darren grateful 
for ‘Glee’ role

Darren Criss expresses 
gratitude for playing 
openly gay character 
Blaine in “Glee”. He 
sees it as a privilege 

and had no hesitation 
despite being straight. 
Blaine’s relationship 
with Kurt was central 

to the show.

|  HYPER LOCAL | 

Met gala 2024: A night of elegance with 

‘Sleeping Beauty’ and ‘The Garden of Time’

Central Chronicle News

During a recent 
interview, she also 
recalled Bhansali’s 
warm gesture of 
ofering her food 
during a visit.

Aditi Rao Hydari, 
starring in “Heera-
mandi: The Diamond 
Bazaar,” shared a fas-
cinating anecdote 
about working with 
director Sanjay Leela 
Bhansali. In a recent 
interview with Red-
iff.com, she revealed 
Bhansali’s uncon-
ventional approach 
to a scene, where he 
instructed her not to 
eat before filming to 
capture a simmering 
sense of injustice. This 
insight into Bhansali’s 
directing methods 
underscores his dedi-
cation to authenticity 
and his willingness to 
push boundaries to 
achieve artistic excel-
lence. Hydari’s reve-
lation sheds light on 
the meticulous prep-
aration and attention 
to detail that Bhansali 
brings to his projects. 
By asking his actors to 
immerse themselves 
fully into their charac-
ters’ emotions, even to 
the extent of altering 
their physical states, 
Bhansali creates an 
environment where 
every scene brims  
with intensity and 
authenticity.

Central Chronicle News

The highly-antici-
pated Met Gala, fash-
ion’s grandest occasion, 
returns on May 6 at The 
Metropolitan Museum 
of Art in New York City. 
This magical night draws 
A-listers worldwide, cap-
tivating global curiosity 
as fans anticipate the 
captivating ensembles 
of their favorite stars. 
Guests adorn them-
selves in extravagant 
outits, inspired by the 
annual theme and dress 
code, adding to the 
anticipation and allure 
of the evening. This 
year’s theme, ‘Sleep-
ing Beauties: Reawak-
ening Fashion,’ relects 

the Costume Institute’s 
Spring 2024 exhibition, 
focusing on reviving 
unique garments from 
four centuries. Despite 
its title, the theme cel-
ebrates fragile pieces 
of fashion deemed too 
delicate for wear, afec-
tionately termed the 
‘sleeping beauties.’ The 

exhibition will showcase 
approximately 250 gar-
ments and accessories, 
symbolizing the delicate 
and leeting essence of 
fashion.

The Met Gala 2024 
dress code, entitled ‘The 
Garden of Time’, empha-
sizes ‘leeting beauty’, 
drawing inspiration from 
natural imagery such as 
lowers. Attendees can 
interpret this code in 
various ways, embrac-
ing loral prints, motifs, 
or exploring the theme 
through vintage pieces, 
evoking a sense of histor-
ical resonance. Whether 
opting for loral prints or 
vintage pieces, guests will 
undoubtedly create mem-
orable looks for the gala.

Aditi Rao Hydari 

stuns her ethnic 

look every time 

with elegance.

Aditi Rao Hydari reveals that “Heeramandi” director Sanjay Leela 
Bhansali told her ‘khana mat khana’ for this reason.

HIGHLIGHT

z Met Gala 2024 

ignites excitement as 

A-listers gather at the 

metropolitan museum 

of art in new york city 

on May 6. let’s uncover 

this year’s theme and 

dress code.
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Be true to yourself, 

work hard and 

always try to stretch 

yourself to the 

highest achievable 

pinnacle.

Sunita Kohli 
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INTERIORS

Vintage charm: 
Elevating home 

decor with 
sophistication

GadgetPick
TRENDING PERSONAL-TECH

|  LIFESTYLE | 

Navigating Shift Shock: Thriving in Your New Job
Central Chronicle News 

Navigating shift shock-
thriving in your new job 
challenges and  
strategies.

N
avigating a new job 
can feel like stepping 
into a whirlwind of 

uncertainty. But fear not, 
because what you might 
be experiencing is nothing 
other than the infamous 
‘shift shock’ – a phenome-
non that has been making 
waves in the workplace 
since 2023 and continues 
to leave its mark in 2024. 
Whether you’re feeling dis-
oriented by hybrid models 
or grappling with com-
pany restructuring, shift  

shock is a reality for many 
new hires.

This unsettling feeling 
isn’t exclusive to you; in 
fact, it’s more common 
than you might think. 
According to a survey by 
The Muse, over 70 per-
cent of employees have 
encountered shift shock 
at some point in their 
careers. With nearly a 
third of employees expe-
riencing it in the realm 
of job and company cul-
ture, it’s clear that shift 
shock is more than just 
a passing trend,it’s a 
pervasive challenge in 
today’s dynamic work 
landscape.

However, all hope is 
not lost. There are pro-
active steps you can take 

Timeless elegance elevating 
the home-décor with vintage 

arrangements

Elevate your home to new 

heights of timeless elegance 

with these captivating vintage 

arrangements. From gilded frames 

to crystal chandeliers, every detail 

whispers tales of opulence and 

sophistication, creating a sanctuary 

of enduring grace.

E
mbark on a journey of 
timeless elegance with 
these six captivating vin-

tage arrangements, designed 
to infuse your home decor 
with opulence and sophistica-
tion. Begin by adorning your 
walls with gilded frames and 
mirrors, casting shimmering 
relections and adding a touch 
of glamour to every corner of 
your space. 

Let the enchanting allure of 
crystal chandeliers mesmerize 
your senses, transforming any 
room into a captivating sanctu-
ary of light and luxury. 

Make a bold statement 
with a classic Chesterfield 
sofa, its rich leather uphol-
stery and intricate button 
tufting exuding an irresist-
ible charm that invites you to 
relax in style. 

Opt for warm, inviting 
earthy tones to enhance its 
timeless appeal, enveloping 
your space in an aura of com-
fort and elegance.

Complement your vintage 

aesthetic with sumptuous rugs, 
each intricate pattern and 
worn-in texture adding depth 
and character to your loors. 
Finally, adorn your surround-
ings with antique-inspired 
accessories, from decorative 
trunks to ornate candlehold-
ers, each piece whispering 
tales of bygone eras and adding 
a touch of historical sophistica-
tion to your home. 

With these captivating vin-
tage arrangements, your living 
space will transcend the ordi-
nary, becoming a sanctuary of 
reined elegance and enduring 
grace that will leave guests in 
awe and make every moment 
spent within its walls a truly 
unforgettable experience.

Conquer shift shock with 

resilience and adaptability. 

Embrace change, seek support, 

and prioritize self-care as you 

navigate through the challenges 

of your new job. Thrive amidst 

uncertainty and emerge stronger 

than ever.

to navigate through the 
storm and emerge stron-
ger on the other side. 
Embrace change as an 
opportunity for growth, 
seek support from col-
leagues and supervi-
sors, and maintain open 
communication chan-
nels. Remember, you 
have the resilience and 
adaptability to weather 
any storm. So, priori-
tize self-care, and trust 
in your ability to thrive 
amidst the shifting tides 
of your new job.

Why travel far when The 
Forest Club Resort in 
Karjat awaits just a short 
drive from Mumbai and 
Pune? Discover tran-
quility amidst lush land-
scapes and India’s largest 
meandering pool, evok-
ing the allure of tropical 
paradise. Perched atop 
a verdant hill, the resort 
offers panoramic views 
rivaling exotic destina-
tions. It’s more than just 
a resort; it’s a sanctuary 
where luxury and nature 
converge, conveniently 
close to home. 

Energy-boosting 

snacks to beat 

the afternoon 

Don’t succumb to the 
mid-afternoon slump! 
Combat fatigue with 
these 5 snacks: pro-
tein-rich sprouts, sta-
ble-blood-sugar boiled 
eggs, fruit with soaked 
nuts for a quick boost, 
illing boiled chanachaat, 
and hydrating sattu coco-
nut water mixer. Nutri-
tionist Batra advises 
avoiding sugary snacks 
and excessive cafeine. 
Prioritize sleep, hydra-
tion, and exercise for 
sustained energy levels. 
Say goodbye to sluggish 
afternoons and hello to 
renewed vitality!

TRAVEL

The forest club resort, your 
Maldives-inspired escape in Karjat

Lifestyle
Evie Ring

About:  

The Evie Ring 

by Movano 

Health debuts 

in 2024, 

prioritizing 

women’s 

health with 

menstrual 

tracking and 

an elegant design.

Key Features:  

Track sleep, heart rate, activity, and temperature 

with the Evie Ring, plus enjoy its rechargeable 

case and stylish finishes without any 

subscription fees.

WithingsBeamO

About:

Discover the 

WithingsBeamO, 

a revolutionary 

multiscope for 

at-home health 

monitoring, 

pending FDA 

clearance.

Key Features:  

Equipped with 

ECG, oximeter, 

stethoscope, and 

thermometer 

sensors, it 

streamlines heart 

and lung checkups, enhancing  

telehealth visits. 

Lockly Visage

About:  

Introducing 

Lockly 

Visage—a 

game-

changer in 

smart locks, 

offering facial 

recognition 

for key-free 

entry.

Key Features:  

Enjoy 

hands-free 

unlocking with integrated high-resolution 

cameras, while still having options for iPhone, 

Apple Watch, or digital keypad access.

Peloton Bike+

About: 

Introducing the 

Peloton Bike+, the 

deluxe Peloton 

model. With a larger 

swiveling touchscreen 

and powerful built-in 

speakers, it brings 

immersive workouts 

to the next level.

Key Features:  

Enjoy enhanced visibility with the Peloton 

Bike+’s larger swiveling touchscreen. Immerse 

yourself in heart-pumping action with 

integrated, high-powered speakers.

Ember Mug

About:  

Meet the Ember 

Mug a spacious, 

tech-savvy solution 

for enjoying larger 

drinks with comfort 

and precision 

temperature 

control.

Key Features:  

The Ember Mug 

offers ample space 

for beverages and 

features a handle for added comfort. Keep your 

drinks at the perfect temperature for longer with 

this tech-savvy mug.

Meta Quest 3

About: 

Dive into the 

immersive 

world of AR 

exploration 

with the Meta 

Quest 3—an 

affordable 

alternative 

to Apple’s 

Vision Pro, 

perfect 

for tech 

enthusiasts.

Key Features:  

The Meta Quest 3 offers a budget-friendly 

option for AR exploration, delivering a high-

quality experience comparable to higher-

priced models.



Royal Challengers Bengaluru’s teammates in an huddle. Photo PTI.

Press Trust Of India

BENGALURU: From a 
maths perspective, Royal 
Challengers Bengaluru 
and Gujarat Titans can still 
reach the IPL playofs, but 
they need to ward of inner 
gremlins on Saturday to 
notch a mandatory win to 
keep that dream lickering. 
The Royal Challengers are 
the bottom-dwellers with 
six points from 10 matches, 
while the Titans are placed 
eighth with eight points 
from 10 matches.

RCB, anchored at the 

bottom with six points 
from 10 matches, and 
GT, positioned eighth 
with eight points from 10 
matches, are clinging to 
hopes fueled by the fal-
tering performances of 
higher-ranked teams like 
Chennai Super Kings and 
Delhi Capitals. However, 
the path to the playofs 
for both squads is laden 
with challenges, and 
securing a win against 
each other becomes 
imperative.

The recent form of 
RCB, led by Faf du Plessis, 

ofers a glimmer of hope. 
With victories in their last 
two outings and stand-
out performances from 

players like Will Jacks 
and Cameron Green, 
RCB seeks to harness this 
momentum. Virat Kohli’s 
consistent batting adds 
to their strength, but the 
team acknowledges the 
need for greater bowling 
consistency.

On the lip side, GT’s 
campaign has been 
marred by inconsistency 
and underperformance. 
Despite notable contribu-
tions from Shubman Gill 
and Bhardwaj Sai Sud-
harsan with the bat, their 
middle and lower order 

appear fragile. More-
over, the bowling unit, 
spearheaded by Rashid 
Khan, has failed to live 
up to expectations. With 
key bowlers like Moham-
med Shami absent due to 
injury, the burden falls 
heavily on the shoulders 
of Umesh Yadav and 
Mohit Sharma, who have 
struggled to contain runs.

As both teams brace 
themselves for a make-or-
break encounter at the M 
Chinnaswamy Stadium, 
they understand the grav-
ity of the situation.

RCB, GT eye mandatory 
win to keep playof hopes

No discussion 

regarding 

Kohli’s strike-

rate: Agarkar

MUMBAI: Virat Koh-
li’s vast experience is 
worth its weight in gold 
in an event like the 
T20 World Cup and the 
selection committee 
never discussed about 
his strike-rate in the 
ongoing IPL, chairman 
of selectors Ajit Agar-
kar said on Thursday. 
Kohli has so far scored 
500 runs in 10 innings 
with a hundred and 
four half-centuries. But 
what has been ques-
tioned is a strike-rate of 
147 plus after opening 
the innings, which is 
less compared to some 
of the overseas openers 
like Travis Head (194 
plus), Phil Salt (180 
plus) and Sunil Nar-
ine (182 plus). “I don’t 
think we’ve been dis-
cussing it. He’s been in 
great form, fortunately 
in the IPL so no con-
cerns there at all. 

Press Trust of India

MUMBAI: “Not every-
thing goes your way,” 
acknowledged Rohit 
Sharma on Thursday as 
he reflected on a whirl-
wind last few months 
during which he lost 
his IPL captaincy to 
Hardik Pandya before 
finding him as his dep-
uty for next month’s 
T20 World Cup. One of 

India’s most admired 
cricketers, Rohit’s 
removal as captain of 
Mumbai Indians sur-
prised many in the fra-
ternity and was a bitter 
pill to swallow for his 
legion of fans, many 
of whom also booed 
Hardik while he led the 
team out in the first 
few matches this IPL 
season.

“See, it is part of life. 

Not everything will go 
your way. It has been a 
great experience,” the 
Indian skipper said dur-

ing a media interaction 
where he was asked 
about his experience of 
playing under Pandya in 

the ongoing Indian Pre-
mier League.There has 
been a lot of conjecture 
about Rohit’s relation-
ship with Pandya and 
how Mumbai Indians 
as a franchise handled 
the leadership issue, 
which many believe 
wasn’t done in the best 
way, especially when it 
involved someone who 
has led the franchise to 
ive IPL title triumphs.

|IPL CAPTAINCY DEBATE| 

Not everything goes your way: Rohit on IPL captaincy

Press Trust of India

MADRID: Iga Swiatek 
cruised to a straight-
sets semifinal win over 
Madison Keys to reach 
the Madrid Open final 
and a rematch against 
No. 2 Aryna Sabalenka. 
Top-ranked Swiatek 
beat No. 20 Keys 6-1, 
6-3 and will next face 
the defending cham-
pion Sabalenka, who 
rallied to overcome 
No. 4-ranked Elena 
Rybakina 1-6, 7-5,  
7-6 (5).

The Madrid Open is 
the only high-proile 
European clay-court 
title that Swiatek is yet 
to win. “It was a pretty 
clean performance and 
really solid game from 
myself,” she said. “I’m 
happy with everything.” 

It will be the third inal of 
the year for Swiatek after 
titles in Indian Wells 
and Doha. “I’m happy 
that we can play a inal 
against the top players,” 
Swiatek said.

“It shows consistency. 
For sure it’s going to be 
a challenge, whoever it’s 

going to be, and a tough 
match. I will be ready. 
I will focus on myself.” 
Sabalenka, who needed 
three sets to defeat Swi-
atek in the Madrid inal 
last year, is into her third 
Madrid inal after ending 
Rybakina’s 16-match clay-
court winning streak.

|  M A D R I D  O P E N |

Swiatek returns to Madrid 

Open final by beating Keys

Poland’s Iga Swiatek returns the ball to US’ Madison Keys. Photo. PTI

FACTFILE

z The Madrid Open is 

the only high-profile 

European clay-court title 

that Swiatek is yet to win.

z I’m happy that we  

can play a final against 

the top players.

14

Sports
Briefs
BEST OF THE REST

he Day’s
NUMBERS

TOP 05 RICHEST CRICKET BOARDS

$2.25bn

$79mn

$59mn

$55mn

$51mn

BCCI:

CA:

ECB:

PCB:

BCB :

DUBAI: West Indies batter Devon 
Thomas was banned for ive years 
by the International Cricket Coun-
cil on Thursday for match ixing. 
The Dubai-based ICC said 34-year-
old Thomas admitted to “breaching 
seven counts of the anti-corruption 
codes of Sri Lanka Cricket, the Emir-
ates Cricket Board, and the Carib-
bean Premier League.”

The breaches relate to attempt-
ing to ix the outcome of games and 
obstructing investigations by conceal-

ing, tampering with or destroying evi-
dence. Thomas’ ban was backdated to 
May 23 last year, the date when he was 
provisionally suspended. The inal 18 
months of the ban are suspended.

“This ban is apt and should send a 
strong message to players and corrupt-
ers that attempts to corrupt our sport 
will be dealt with irmly,” ICC general 
manager Alex Marshall said.

Four of the breaches relate to 
matches in the Lanka Premier League 
in Sri Lanka in 2021. 

MATCH FIXING
West Indies cricketer Devon Thomas 
banned for 5 years for match ixing

HIGHLIGHT

z RCB, anchored at the 

bottom with six points 

from 10 matches, and GT, 

positioned eighth with 

eight points from 10 

matches.

z Path to the playoffs 

for both squads is laden 

with challenges.

Hardik Pandya’s 
batting, especially when 
chasing, alongside Virat 

Kohli, creates a great 
combination.

Sreesanth
Former Cricketer          
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LONDON: Tottenham’s hopes of 
qualifying for the Champions 
League are getting thinner by the 
day. By falling 2-0 at Chelsea on Thurs-
day, Tottenham slumped to a second 
loss to a London rival in the space of 
four days in the Premier League — 
after a 3-2 home defeat to Arsenal in 
the north London derby on Sunday.

In between those losses came 
conirmation that England will 
have just four places in next sea-
son’s expanded Champions League, 
and not ive. That’s another blow 
to Spurs, who are ifth and stayed 
seven points behind fourth-place 
Aston Villa with one game in hand. 
They still have to play Liverpool and 
Manchester City in their remaining 
four games so it is looking increas-
ingly unlikely they will close the 
gap to Villa. “We lacked belief and 
conviction in our game,” Tottenham 
manager Ange Postecoglou said.

PREMIER LEAGUE IPL CRICKET

Tottenham’s Champions 

League hopes hit further 
by   loss at Chelsea

I wasn’t thinking much, 
was just focussed on the 
process: Bhuvneshwar
HYDERABAD: Experienced seamer Bhu-
vneshwar Kumar said he wasn’t think-
ing much and just focussed on bowling 
two good deliveries after scripting Sun-
risers Hyderabad’s sensational one-run 
win with a last-ball wicket in an IPL 
thriller here on Thursday. Defending 12 
in the inal over, Bhuvneshwar trapped 
Rovman Powell in front of the wicket in 
the last ball to stop Rajasthan Royal’s run 
chase at 200 for 7 and pull of a heist in 
the end.

Sunrisers had scored 201 for 3 in 
their 20 overs, riding on ifties from 
Travis Head and Nitish Reddy.

“I wasn’t thinking much about the 
result in the last over. There was no 
discussion in the last over, was just 
focussed on the process. Was think-
ing just about bowling two good balls, 
anything could have happened,” 
Bhuvneshwar, who was adjudged the 
Player of the Match for his 3 for 41, 
said at the post-match presentation.

MUMBAI: Kolkata Knight Riders’ 
assistant coach Abhishek Nayar 
said on Thursday that Shreyas Iyer 
had taken some major disappoint-
ments, including an injury set-
backs ahead of a crucial interna-
tional season, in a “positive way” 
and will return to the grind of 
playing domestic cricket to come 
back stronger.

Iyer was grappling with a back 
problem ahead of IPL 2024 and there 
were reports he could even miss a few 
games for KKR in IPL 2024. But the 
skipper has come back strongly, scor-
ing more than 250 runs, including a 
half century. The BCCI also dropped 
Iyer from the annual central contract 
list. “Mentally, to have a mindset like 
that after being rejected or not getting 
his due, he has taken it very positively. 
Even when he talks about it, he is not 
negative, he understands he needs to 
go back and do well,” Nayar told the 
media during KKR’s training session.

NEW DELHI: Former all-rounder 
Ajay Jadeja believes that India skip-
per Rohit Sharma should push him-
self to the number three spot and 
promote Virat Kohli to the open-
ing position during next month’s 
T20 World Cup in the Americas. 
India announced their 15 for the 
marquee tournament earlier this 
week and will open their campaign 
against Ireland on June 5. “For me, 
Virat Kohli opens. Who goes back? 
Rohit Sharma bats at three. He gets 
a little cushion and gets to under-
stand the game, he has so much 
going on, in his mind as a captain,” 
Jadeja told Jio Cinema.

CRICKET IPL T20

Iyer one of the strongest 
mentally, will overcome 
disappointments: Nayar

Virat Kohli should 
open; Rohit should bat 
at three: Ajay Jadeja

Board of  
Control for 
Cricket in 
India are 
the richest 
in world

See, it is part of life. 
Not everything will go 
your way. It has been 

a great experience
Rohit Sharma

India Captain



Now I know what to focus 
on in training: Prannoy
Press Trust of India

Indian shuttler HS 
Prannoy overcomes 
health challenges, 
gains valuable insights 
at Thomas Cup bad-
minton tournament in 
Chengdu.

CHENGDU: Happy to be 
able to compete at the 
highest level after strug-
gling with health issues 
for the last four months, 
Indian shuttler HS Pran-
noy on Thursday said 
the Thomas Cup cam-
paign gave him an idea 
on the areas he needs 
to work on ahead of the 
upcoming events.

The 31-year-old from 
Kerala, who will be rep-
resenting India at the 
Paris Olympics, has been 
sufering from a stomach 
issue, which was simi-
lar to acid relux that he 
sufered in 2018-2019. It 
caused nausea and vom-
iting and also caused him 
to lose four kilograms in 

the last couple of months.
At the Thomas Cup, 

Prannoy defeated Indo-
nesia’s Anthony Gint-
ing  and also registered 
a win against England’s 
Harry Huang earlier 
in the tournament. He 
played a close match 
against world no. 2 
Shi Yu Qi of China on 
Thursday.

“I fought hard and I 
think that’s what matters 
and for me, that’s what 
mattered straight from 
the irst day.

“The idea was to not 
let go of things easily 
and to ight until the last 
point,” Prannoy said after 
losing 21-15 11-21 14-21 to 
Shi Yu Qi as India went 
down 1-3 to China to end 
their campaign at the 
quarterinal stage.

“Probably I did that 
but I would say a lot of 
learning from this match 
as well to know where 
the top players are play-
ing and what are the 
areas they’re good at.

HIGHLIGHT

z India maintains 

lead in ODI and T20I 

rankings, slips to second 

in Tests; Australia tops 

Test rankings; South 

Africa climbs.

HIGHLIGHT

z The T20I rankings see 

Australia move ahead 

of England to second 

place but they are seven 

points adrift of India, 

who lead with 264 

rating points.

HIGHLIGHT

z At the Thomas Cup, 
Prannoy defeated 
Indonesia’s Anthony 
Ginting  and also 
registered a win against 
England’s Harry Huang

HIGHLIGHT

z The out-of-form 
Pandya’s inclusion in the 
15-member India squad 
raised eyebrows but 
the selectors went by 
his past record and his 
ability to quickly change 
the complexion of a game
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In the latest ICC 
annual ranking 
update, India main-
tains top positions in 
ODIs and T20Is, while 
slipping to second in 
Test rankings.

DUBAI: India have 
retained their top posi-
tion in ODIs and T20Is 
but slipped to the sec-
ond position in the 
men’s Test Team Rank-
ings in the latest ICC 
annual ranking update 
issued on Friday.

India conceded the 
top spot in the ive-day 
format to Australia, the 

reigning World Test 
champion, following the 
annual update that drops 
results from the 2020-21 
season and relects all 

series completed since 
May 2021. India (120) are 
just four points behind 
Australia (124) and 15 
points clear of third-

placed England. South 
Africa are the fourth team 
above the 100-point mark 
with 103 points.

India slipped mainly 
because their 2-1 series 
win in Australia in 2020-
21 has dropped from the 
rankings.

The order of teams 
ranked from third to 
ninth remains the same. 

Only nine teams are now 
ranked as Afghanistan 
and Ireland have yet 
to play suicient Tests, 
while Zimbabwe too are 
out as they have played 
only three Tests over the 
past three years.

Teams need to play a 
minimum of eight Tests 
over a three-year period 
to get on the rankings 
table.

India, however, 
remain atop the ODI 
and T20I rankings after 
the annual updates, 
that weight matches 
completed prior to May 
2023 at 50 per cent and 
subsequent matches at 
100 per cent.

India retain top spot in white-ball formats
Australia in second place  
in T20I rankings, SA in 3rd
DUBAI: India may have 
lost the ODI World Cup 
inal to Australia but have 
increased their lead over 
them from three to six 
points, leading the table 
with 122 points. There 
are no changes in the top 
10 but Ireland have over-
taken Zimbabwe to 11th 
position.

Third-placed South 
Africa have closed the 
gap with Australia from 
eight to four points, 
while Sri Lanka are just 
two points behind ifth-

placed England.
The T20I rankings see 

Australia move ahead of 
England to second place 
but they are seven points 
adrift of India, who lead 
with 264 rating points.

South Africa are 
just two points behind 
England after leap-
frogging two places 
from the sixth posi-
tion that they had 
before the update. 
New Zealand also have 
250 points like South 
Africa but behind on 
fractions, while the 
West Indies are at 249 
points, which means 
that just three points 
separate third-placed 
England from sixth-
placed West Indies.
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Members of the Indonesian team celebrate after winning against Thailand in their women’s singles quarter-final match. 2. Indonesia’s Gregoria Mariska Tunjung hits a return to Thailand’s Ratchanok Intanon. Photo. PTI

Hardik and Virat will make for great 
combination when chasing: Sreesanth
Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: Former 
India pacer S Sree-
santh on Friday backed 
Hardik Pandya’s selec-
tion in the T20 World 
Cup squad, saying the 
all-rounder’s presence 
alongside Virat Kohli 
will make for a “great 
combination” when 
chasing tricky totals.

“We have seen what he 
can do on the ield minus 
this year’s IPL. The way 

he’s been batting and 
the way he’s been bowl-
ing, for the country, he 
even led the country in 
one series and we won,” 

Sreesanth remarked dur-
ing a discussion on Star 
Sports.”It was asked to 
Rohit about that and he 
said sometimes I’m the 

captain and sometimes 
I’m not. But that doesn’t 
change the team’s aura 
and atmosphere.

“So, it’s one good 
thing that Hardik Pandya 
comes in and bats, espe-
cially when he’s chasing 
and Virat is on the other 
side, I think the combina-
tion they create is great.”

Pandya’s last appear-
ance for India came dur-
ing the ODI World Cup 
match against Bangla-
desh in October 2023.

Sumit draws strength from past struggles
Press Trust of India

BENGALURU: Sumit 
already has Olympic and 
Asian Games hockey 
medals in his cabinet, but 
more torrid memories 
are fuelling his dreams of 
adding another piece of 
metal into his glittering 
collection.

The 27-year-old is hop-
ing to be a part of India’s 
Paris Olympics-bound 
squad, but he is unfazed 
by the intense competition 
for a spot in the inal 16.

“There were big-
ger struggles in my life. 
As someone who went 
through tougher chal-
lenges in life, I keep 
remembering myself 
about my past.

“I have kept those 
memories with me and 
I get strong vibes from 
my tough past to move 
forward. It gives me an 
energy to strive for big-
ger achievements,” Sumit 
told PTI on the sidelines 
of the Indian team’s pre-
paratory camp at the SAI 
centre here.

The Haryana player 
termed him getting 
dropped by then coach 
Graham Reid in 2021 as 
the biggest challenge he 
faced on the ield.

After the Asian Cham-
pions Trophy that year, 
Sumit fell out of favour 
and was not picked for 
the subsequent Common-
wealth Games and the 
World Cup at home.

The nearly two-year 
omission was tough for 
him, but Sumit said he 
never let the hope fade.

“I don’t often allow 
disappointments to 
creep into my mind. 
But it’s very tough for 
a player to get dropped 
from the team.

|BADMINTON| Pakistan to 

play Tests 

against 

England, 

Bangladesh

LAHORE: Pakistan will be 
playing a total of seven 
Tests against England, 
Bangladesh and South 
Africa between August 
2024 and January  
2025 as part of the ICC 
World Test Champi-
onship’s (WTC) third 
cycle, which concludes  
next year.

Pakistan will host 
England and Bangladesh 
at home for two and three 
Tests respectively before 
heading to South Africa 
for three T20Is, three 
ODIs and two Tests in the 
latter half of this year.

Pakistan is yet to win a 
Test series in South Africa 
and Australia.

On Friday, the Paki-
stan Cricket Board 
(PCB) announced that 
Durban, Centurion 
and Johannesburg will 
host the T20Is from 
December 10-14, while 
the ODIs will be played 
from December 17-22 in 
Paarl, Cape Town and 
Johannesburg.

Indonesian team triumphs over Thailand in women’s singles quarter-final match.

Indian cricket team captain Rohit Sharma during a training session. Photo. PTI
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World
A fractured democracy  

can have destructive 

efects on the economy
Janet Yellen  

US  Treasury Secretary  
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TOKYO: Business Writer 
Asian shares were mostly 
higher Friday ahead of a 
report on the US jobs mar-
ket, while several major 
markets including Tokyo 
and Shanghai were closed 
for holidays. Oil prices and 
US futures were higher. The 
Japanese yen strengthened 
slightly against the US dollar 

amid signs of heavy central 
bank intervention to tamp 
down the dollar’s advance.  
The inancial newspaper 
Nihon Keizai Shimbun 
reported that estimates 
showed the government 
spending an estimated 8 
trillion yen (about $50 bil-
lion) this week in trying to 
keep the yen from slipping 
further against the dollar. 
The weaker yen has helped 

boost prices for imported 
goods, a factor behind 
the Bank of Japan’s recent 
decision to give up its neg-
ative interest rate policy 
and raise its benchmark 
rate to zero to 0.1% from a 
longstanding level of minus 
0.1%. It might raise rates 
further, Marcel Thieliant of 
Capital Economics said in a 
commentary, even if its tar-
get of 2% isn’t met.

Press Trust Of India

Intro-With stu-
dent protests over 
Israel-Hamas war 
disrupting campuses 
nationwide, several 
major universities are 
intent on ensuring 
that commencement 
ceremonies go of 
without a hitch this 
weekend.

ANN ARBOR (US): With 
student protests over the 
Israel-Hamas war disrupt-
ing campuses nationwide, 
several major universities 
are intent on ensuring that 
commencement ceremo-
nies — joyous milestones 
for graduates, their families 
and friends — go of with-
out a hitch this weekend. 

It won’t be easy. Colleges 
are hiring extra security, 
screening attendees at ven-
ues and emphasising that 
signiicant disruptions by 
pro-Palestinian protesters 
won’t be tolerated.  At the 
same time, they’re pledg-

ing to honour free-speech 
rights by designating pro-
test zones. “Milestone is 
a perfect word,” said Ken 
Burdick of Tampa, Florida, 
describing his daughter’s 
graduation Saturday at the 
University of Michigan. 

He hopes the big day goes 
untarnished. “People can 
exercise their First Amend-
ment rights without dis-
rupting or creating fear,” 
Burdick said of protesters. 
More than 8,000 graduates 
— and 63,000 spectators — 

are expected for Saturday’s 
festivities inside Michigan 
Stadium, known as The 
Big House. There will be 
security screening, and 
disruptive protesters could 
be subject to removal. 
Public safety oicers and 
staf who commonly mon-
itor major events, such  
as fall football games, will 
be present. 

|  U S - C A M P U S - P R O T E S T S  |

FASTFACTS

z  Colleges are 

hiring extra security, 

screening attendees 

at venues and 

emphasising that 

significant disruptions 

by pro-Palestinian 

protesters won’t be 

tolerated.

China launched a lunar probe to land on the far side of the moon  |  Photo: PTI
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BEIJING: China on Friday 
launched a 53-day-long 
lunar probe mission to 
collect samples for the 
irst time from the far side 
of the moon and bring 
them for scientiic stud-
ies. The Chang’e-6 mis-
sion is tasked with collect-
ing and then returning 
samples from the moon’s 
far side to Earth -- the 
irst endeavour of its kind 
in the history of human 
lunar exploration, China 

National Space Adminis-
tration (CNSA) said.

The entire mission 
would last for 53 days. 
The far side of the moon 
is not visible from Earth. 
An hour after the launch, 
an oicial announced 
that Chang’e-6’s launch 
was “a complete suc-
cess”. The lunar probe 
was carried by a Long 
March-5 Y8 rocket blasted 
of smoothly from the 
Wenchang Space Launch 
Site on the coast of 
China’s southern island 

province of Hainan. The 
launch was telecast live 
by state-run television. 
Chang’e 6 consists of four 
components: an orbiter, a 
lander, an ascender and a 
re-entry module, accord-
ing to CNSA. After col-
lecting dust and rocks on 
the moon, the ascender 
will transport the samples 
to the lunar orbiter for 
transfer to the re-entry 
module, which will carry 
them back to Earth. The 
CNSA said earlier that the 
mission is poised to make 

breakthroughs in key tech-
nologies, such as auto-
matic sample collection, 
take-of and ascent from 
the far side of the moon. 
Meanwhile, the probe 
will carry out scientiic 
exploration of the land-
ing zone. The CNSA has 
announced that scientiic 
instruments from France, 
Italy and the European 
Space Agency/Sweden will 
be on board the lander 
of the Chang’e-6 mission  
and a Pakistani payload 
on the orbiter. 

Lunar probe mission to collect 
samples from far side of moon

Chang’e-6 mission is tasked with collecting and then returning samples from moon’s far side

HIGHLIGHT

z The entire mission 

would last for 53 

days. An hour after 

the launch, an official 

announced that 

Chang’e-6’s launch was 

“a complete success”.

z Chang’e 6 consists 

of four components: 

an orbiter, a lander, 

an ascender and a 

re-entry module, 

according to CNSA

|  SHARE MARKET | 

Asian shares advance ahead of US jobs report

Steps to prevent pro-Palestinian protest

Protesters chant outside of a pro-Palestinian encampment set up on the University of Toronto campus in Toronto|  Photo: PTI

Briefs
BEST OF THE REST

LOS ANGELES: Hollywood star Rosa-
mund Pike has joined the cast for the 
third instalment in the “Now You See 
Me” franchise. According to entertain-
ment website Variety, the “Saltburn” 
star is among a number of newcomers 
to the series, following Justice Smith, 
Dominic Sessa and Ariana Greenblatt.

Jesse Eisenberg, Woody Harrelson, 
Isla Fisher, Dave Franco, and Morgan 
Freeman are all returning for the thre-
equel, which will be directed by Ruben 
Fleischer of “Venom” fame.             PTI

CINEMA

Pike joined the cast for 

3rd instalment in “Now 

You See Me” franchise

LANKA-RUPEE

Sri Lanka rupee makes 

gains over major 

currencies: minister

COLOMBO: Sri Lanka’s rupee, which 
sufered severe depreciation because of 
the island nation’s unprecedented eco-
nomic crisis since 2022, has started to 
make gains in comparison to other cur-
rencies, State Minister for Finance Ran-
jith Siyambalapitiya said on Friday. He 
said during the irst four months of the 
year, the Sri Lankan rupee had appreci-
ated by 9.1 per cent against the US dol-
lar, 12.7 per cent against the Euro, 10.8 
per cent against the UK pound, 11.4 per 
cent against the Chinese Yuan.         PTI

LOS ANGELES: Actor-comedian Steve 
Martin, who is currently ilming for 
the fourth season of much antici-
pated series “Only Murders in the 
Building”, says it is “star-studded” 
and could possibly be “the best sea-
son”. Talking to entertainment news 
outlet PEOPLE, the actor said, “It’s 
star-studded. And I’m going to say 
we’re about halfway through, and we 
are really enjoying this season. We 
think it could be one of our best sea-
sons. Although they’re all lawless.” 
The comedy-mystery series revolves 

around three residents of a building 
in New York who share a penchant for 
a true crime podcast. They join hands 
to investigate a mysterious murder 
in their building every season. Mar-
tin, Steve Short and Selena Gomez 
star in top roles. The upcoming sea-
son will also have new additions to 
the cast including Molly Shannon, 
Zach Galiianakis, Eva Longoria and 
Eugene Levy. The details of the plot 
are kept under wraps. The irst sea-
son of “Only Murders in the Building” 
released in 2021.

From around the world

Steve Martin on ilming ‘Only Murders in the  
Building 4’: It could be one of our best seasons

CINEMA

Paul Rudd, Nick Jonas to lead 

musical comedy ‘Power Ballad’

LOS ANGELES: Hollywood actors Paul Rudd and 
Nick Jonas are set to appear in musical comedy 
“Power Ballad”, which is currently ilming in Dub-
lin, Ireland. According to entertainment news 
outlet Deadline, the project is helmed by director 
John Carney, who is known for ilms like “Sing 
Street”, “Begin Again” and “Once”. The ilm is 
written by Carney and Peter McDonald and will 
follow the story of “a wedding singer (Rudd), a 
rock star ( Jonas) and the song that comes between 
them”, reads the oicial log line. “I’m delighted to 
be working with so many great people. I’ve been 
working on this script with my buddy Peter for 
years, and now Paul Rudd and Nick Jonas are in my 
kitchen,” Carney said. Rudd, 55, recently appeared 
in musical fantasy “Ghostbusters: Frozen Empire” 
where he starred alongside Mckenna Grace, Emily 
Alan Lind and Finn Wolhard.                              PTI

COPENHAGEN: Denmark’s 
govt said Friday it is relax-
ing its restrictions on 
abortion for the irst time 
in 50 yrs to make it legal 
for women to terminate 
pregnancies up to the 18th 
week. The law will also 
be changed to allow girls 
between 15 and 17 yrs to 
have an abortion without 
parental consent.

ABORTION LAW

Denmark 

to liberalise 

abortion law 


