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Press Trust of India

DANTEWADA: A District
Reserve Guard (DRG)
constable was killed
and another policeman
injured due to an acci-
dental discharge of a
firearm in Chhattisgarh’s
Dantewada district, offi-
cials said on Thursday.
The incident took
place at around 11 pm
on Wednesday when a
joint team of the DRG
and Bastar Fighter, both

DRG cop killed in
accidental firing

units of state police, was
out on an anti-Naxal
operation in Barsoor
police station limits, a
statement issued by the
police said.

Acting on an input
about the presence of
armed Naxalites in Han-
dawada and Hitawada
villages along the Dan-
tewada-Narayanpur
districts border, the
security personnel had
launched the operation,
it said.

4] candidates In

fray for 3 seats In
Phase-II of LS polls

Kanker seat is Naxalite-affected, where extra vigil is being maintained by
security forces Rajnandgaon and Mahasamund are struggling with the menace

Press Trust of India

RAIPUR: Amid enhanced
security, three Lok
Sabha constituencies

Kanker, Rajnandgaon
and Mahasamund - all
facing the Naxal menace,
in Chhattisgarh will go to
polls on Friday, where 41
candidates are in the fray
even as the straight fight
is between the ruling BJP
and opposition Congress.
Former Chhattisgarh
chief minister Bhupesh
Baghel and former state
home minister Tamradh-
waj Sahu are among the
candidates who are in
the fray from the Con-
gress’ side. “All the prep-

All preparations
are complete for
smooth polling

Reena Babasaheb Kangale
Chief Electoral Officer

HIGHLIGHT

© Bhupesh Baghel and
Tamradhwaj Sahu are
among the candidates
from the Congress’ side

arations have been done
for conducting polling in
Mahasamund, Rajnand-
gaon and Kanker (Sched-
uled Tribe reserved) seats
going to polls in the sec-
ond phase in the state
on April 26,” state’s Chief
Electoral Officer Reena
Babasaheb Kangale said
in a press conference
here on Thursday.

Of the three seats, a
major part of Kanker seat
is Naxalite-affected.

Husband
cannot

claim wife’s
‘stridhan’: SC

NEW DELHI: A husband
has no control over his
wife’s ‘stridhan’ (wom-
an’s property) and while
he may use it during the
time of his distress, he
has a moral obligation to
return it to his wife.

| JEE MAIN |

Bhagyansh tops Chh’garh
with 99.98 percentile

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: A record 56
candidates, including two
females, achieved 100
NTA score in engineer-
ing entrance exam JEE-

Main, the National Testing
Agency (NTA) announced
on Wednesday night.
The qualifying percentile
for JEE (Advanced), the
entrance test for admis-
sion to the 23 Indian Insti-

tutes of Technology (IITs),
touched a five-year high.
While 23 candidates in the
JEE (Main) January session
scored 100 NTA score, 33
candidates in the April
session achieved it.

| MONEY LAUNDERING |

Rejriwal received kickbacks: ED (o SC

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal is
the “kingpin and key con-
spirator” of the excise pol-
icy scam and the arrest of a
person for an offence based
on material can never vio-
late the “concept of free
and fair elections”, the
ED has told the Supreme

Court. The Enforcement

Directorate claimed that
Kejriwal worked in col-
lusion with his ministers
and AAP leaders and was

® ED in its 734-page
reply affidavit alleged
Kickbacks received by
Kejriwal

also involved in “demand-
ing kickbacks” from liquor

businessmen in exchange
for favours granted in the
policy.

“Arvind Kejriwal, chief
minister of NCT of Delhi is
the kingpin and key con-
spirator of the Delhi excise
scam in collusion with min-
isters of the Delhi govt, AAP
leaders and other persons,”
the agency said in its 734-
page reply affidavit.
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NEW DELHI: The
Supreme Court has
imposed costs of Rs 5
lakh on the Centre for
challenging a Meghalaya
High Court order, hold-
ing it was “sheer abuse”
of the process of law. A
bench of Justices Vikram
Nath and Satish Chandra
Sharma said there was

SC imposes Rs 5 lakh
costs on Centre

no occasion or justifi-
cation for the Union of
India to have challenged
the order by way of a
Special Leave Petition.
“The present petition is
sheer abuse of the pro-
cess of law. The petition-
ers are cautioned not to
file such frivolous peti-
tions in future.
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Raipurs’

BJP strives to retain
Rajnandgaon LS seat

Central Chronicle News

RAJNANDGAON: The
Rajnandgaon Lok Sabha
seat in Chhattisgarh, which
showed the influence of an
erstwhile royal family in
electoral politics and the
journey of several power-
ful politicians in the state,
is witnessing an interesting
fight this time, with the sit-
ting MP locking horns with
a former chief minister.
People started looking
at alternatives other than
the Congress which grad-
ually lost its hold over
Rajnandgaon. The grand
old party has tried its one
of strongest and influen-
tial OBC leaders Baghel in
this backward caste-dom-
inated constituency this

time, he said.

However, caste factor
has never influenced the
outcome of the poll in
this seat. During the last
assembly polls, the BJP
aggressively campaigned
on the issue of Hindutva
in Kawardha district fall-
ing in Rajnandgaon Lok
Sabha seat, which virtu-
ally benefited the party,
he said. This time, too, the

Hindutva card is going to
play a crucial role for the
ruling party, he added. An
alleged incident of removal
of religious flags from a
thoroughfare in Kawardha
town in 2021 that had
resulted in a clash between
the two communities was
extensively raised by BJP
during assembly polls.
Congress  spokesper-
son Rupesh Dubey said

the results of previous
Lok Sabha elections have
not been in favour of his
party, but this time it is in
a strong position.

Exuding  confidence
in the party’s victory,
BJP spokesperson Neelu
Sharma said, “We do not
consider any election
easy. But the equation in
Rajnandgaon seat is in
favour of BJP.” “There is
resentment among Con-
gressmen themselves
about not giving opportu-
nities to local leaders. We
had won only one assem-
bly seat of the eight assem-
bly constituencies in 2018,
but won Rajnandgaon
Lok Sabha seat in 2019 by
more than one lakh votes,”
he said.

Congress nominee Tamradhwaj

Sahu had given patronage to
crime during his tenure as Home
Minister of Chhattisgarh.

Chunnilal Sahu
Mahasamund MP

ED has attached Rs 15 cr
earned through hard
work: Anil Tuteja

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: The former
IAS Officer Anil Tuteja
taken into ED’s custody
has given information
about the entire liquor
scam through a letter to
the CM Vishnu Deo last
on 22 Jan 2024. In this
seven pages letter, he
has given information
about the behavior by
ED with Director Hotel
Giriraj Mr. Nitesh Puro-
hit and the letter about
registering of his state-
ment to be present in
the Bureau office and
many other docments.
Anil Tuteja through
this letter has informed
CM that he has not being
allowed to put forth

FACTFILE

® Had given
information to CM Sai
through a seven pages
letter earlier

his views properly and
termed his mastermind
of this alleged liquor
scam. He also held all
the charges lamented
against him as one con-
cocted and purely based
upon imagination.
Through letter he
informed as to how the
syndicate was formed
and who are involved in
it and since he was head
of the syndicate, he was
having full control on
the Excise Department.
In this syndicate who all

were involved and what
all work they were desig-
nated was also informed
through this letter. Anil
Tuteja informed in the
letter that the ED in the
name of conducting
inquiry, have also taken
the beauty parlour
being run by his family
under investigation and
have attached the Rs 15
cr worth of property
generated by hard work
of the family.

ED has held Anil
Tuteja as the most pow-
erful and closest person
to the ex-Chief Minister
and on which Tuteja
clarified that all this is
purely imaginative and
are false allegations
against him.

LS POLLS IN CHH'GARH

Modi to hold
public meeting at
Korba on April 28

RAIPUR: Ahead of the
third phase of polling in
Chhattisgarh, the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
would be holding another
public meeting at Korba
on April 28 in favour of
the party candidate.
Apart from him, the
Congress chief Mallikar-
jun Kharge too would be
holding public meeting
on April 28 at Champa-
Janjgir whereas the star
campaigner of Congress
Rahul Gandhi would be
holding a public meeting
at Bilaspur on April 29.
Through the above
public meeting, both the
ruling Bharatiya Janata
Party as well as princi-
pal opposition Congress
wants to turn the tide in
their respective favour
in the concluding phase
of Lok Sabha elections in
Chhattisgarh.

Free Martial Arts and Yoga

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Shri Gujarati Shik-
shanSangh, in collabora-
tion with Shri Gujarati H S
School, Sector - 4, Deven-
dra Nagar, Raipur, has
organized a summer “free
training camp” for mar-
tial arts (karate, judo, Thai
boxing, Muay Thai, kala-
ripayattu, etc.) and yoga
from April 25 to May 20,
2024, from 06:30 to 07:45
in the morning. The aim is

to enhance the physical and
mental fitness along with
increasing immunity level
of students after academic
year, prepare for upcoming
competitions, discover new
emerging talents, and make
the best use of summer
vacations. The aforemen-
tioned free training camp
is being conducted under
the guidance of renowned
international player and
martial arts coach Sensei
Anis Memon (honored with

training

Martyr Vinod Choubey
Award by the Department
of Sports, Government of
Chhattisgarh).  Interested
students above 4 years of
age and general citizens
can register by contacting
Physical Education teacher
Tikeshwari Sahu in the
premises of Shri Gujarati
School in blue lower, red
T-shirt, or karate uniform,
informs  Anis Memon
(Principal) Shri Gujarati
H .S. School.

Collector reviews voter slip distribution work

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Collector and
District Returning Offi-
cer Dr Gaurav Singh
today reviewed the voter
slip distribution work
by holding a meeting of
sector officers in the Col-
lectorate meeting room
located in the Collector-
ate premises under Lok
Sabha Elections 2024.
Collector Dr Singh
said that sector officers

HIGHLIGHT

® Instructions to sector
officers to distribute
voter slips door to door

® Instructions for
marking voter waiting
rooms in polling
stations

should monitor the
voter slip distribution
work and work with
seriousness. Distribu-

tion of voter slips should
be ensured within the
stipulated time limit and
basic facilities should
be ensured in polling
booths, he said.

The Collector said
that polling stations
should have facilities
like toilet, fan etc. Also,
voter waiting rooms
should be marked for
voters in large halls in
polling stations, he said.
The BLOs who distrib-

ute voter slips quickly
within the stipulated
time frame will also be
honoured, said the Col-
lector. He told all sector
officers to prepare prog-
ress report of voter slip
work daily.

Videos related to the
election process have
also been prepared for
sector officers. ARO
Manoj Kosaria and other
officers and employees
were present.
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Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: The Chhattis-
garh Board of Secondary
Education is expected
to announce the Class
10 and Class 12 board
examination results for
the academic year 2023-
24 in the first week of
May 2024, after the com-
pletion of the Loksabha
elections. Over 3.45
lakh (345,556) candi-
dates appeared for the
Class 10 board examina-
tions in 2024. Around
2.61 lakh (261,022) stu-
dents took the Class
12 board examinations

FACTFILE

@ Similar to the
previous year,

bonus points will be
awarded to students
participating in various
activities. The bonus
point range this year is
22-39.

on its official websites
after May 7, 2024, once
the state election pro-
cess concludes. Pushpa
Sahu, Secretary of
Chhattisgarh Board of
Secondary  Education,
stated that after evalu-

Similar to the previous
year, bonus points will
be awarded to students

B TIPS -

e

cial website cgbse.nic.
in. Once the results are
declared, students can

the Managing Director
of Raipur Smart City,
recently conducted a
review meeting to assess
the progress of works
under the Smart City Mis-
sion. During the meeting,
he asked the officials to
ensure continuous super-
vision over the construc-
tion works. Additionally,
Mishra emphasized that
all projects should be
completed by the month
of June, highlighting the
importance of meeting
deadlines and achieving
project milestones in a
timely manner. The meet-
ing held in Raipur Smart
City office meeting room

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) on Thurs-
day claimed that the
party would take up the
responsibility of pro-
viding health cover of
senior citizens of more
than 8 lakh families from
Chhattisgarh no sooner

that free medical facili-
ties would be provided
to senior citizens under
Ayushman Card health
services.

He said that the Ayush-
man Card would provide
relief to the families from
the heavy expenditure on
medical treatment. He
said that senior citizens
of more than 70 years
would be provided health
cover of Rs 5 lakh which
would be providing eco-
nomic relief from the bur-
den.

Sharma also slammed
the Congress over the
statement of its Advisor
Sam Pitroda over his pro-

RAIPUR: During his inspec-
tion of the polling centers
and SST points in Arang
Assembly Constituency for
the Lok Sabha Elections
2024, Collector and Dis-
trict Election Officer Dr.
Gaurav Singh was accom-
panied by SDM Pushpen-

across streams like ation of answer sheets, participating in various checktheir 10thand12th | focused on various ongo- | the NDA governments to posal of inheritance tax | dra Sharma, Tehsildar
Science, Commerce, the results can be pre- activities. results by visiting the | ing projects, including | power at Centre for third on people after death of | Rajkumar Sahu, Tehsildar
and Arts. pared within 10 days. The bonus point Board’s official website | underground cabling and | time. the individuals. He said | Sita Shukla, and Shruti
CGBSE Board has The CGBSE 10th and range this year is 22-39. and entering their roll | other projects. Instruc- Talking to media per- that BJP would give befit- | Sharma. Dr. Gaurav Singh
made all the neces- 12th results for 2024 The direct link to access number, school code, | tions were given to ensure | sons at party office situ- ting reply to the Congress | specifically looked into the
sary preparations to are expected to be the Chhattisgarh Board and other required cre- | that the construction | ated at Ekatma Parishar ideology on the issue and | polling booths in villages
declare the Class 10 announced either by Result 2024 willbe made dentials once the results | work of these projects is | here, the BJP spokesper- would expose it before | as well as the schools in
and 12 results smoothly  May 1st or May 7th, 2024. available on the offi- are announced. completed. son Sandeep Sharma said people. the Arang assembly area.
Ashish Chaturvedi =
assumes charge as HORDA

PNB zonal

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Ashish Cha-
turvedi has assumed
the charge of the zonal
manager of Chhattis-
garh and Jharkhand
state of Punjab National
Bank, a leader among
public sector banks.
On reaching the zonal
office, Raipur premises,
he was welcomed by Mr.
Arun Kumar Rao, Dep-
uty Zonal Manager and
Mr. Manoj Kumar Rai,
Divisional Head Raipur
and all the officers. Ash-
ish Chaturvedi started

g9 O

manager

|

his banking career as a

Management  Trainee
on April 30, 1991. He has
held senior positions
in major cities across
the country, with his
previous position being
Divisional Head in Nag-
pur, Maharashtra. In
his address to all staff
members in Raipur, he
emphasized the impor-
tance of providing excel-
lent customer service.
Chaturvedi highlighted
that satisfied custom-
ers are crucial for the
growth of the banking
business.

Bank of Baroda teams

up with Kuna

Kapur for Pehchaan

Con 3.0 camp

Central Chronicle News

al Roy

aign

MUMBAI: Bank of Bar-
oda, one of India’s
leading public sector
banks, announced
the release of its #Peh-
chaan Con 3.0 Bank-
ing Fraud Awareness
campaign.  Building
upon the success of
the earlier two edi-
tions, the latest cam-
paign seeks to raise
awareness about new-
age financial frauds
such as Artificial Intel-
ligence-generated
Deepfake scams that
can succeed in duping
even the most vigilant
customers.

In Phase 3 of the
#Pehchaan Concam-
paign, the Bank has
released two new ad
films featuring actor
Kunaal Roy Kapur.
Combining the use of
humour with infor-
mative content, these
videos illustrate how
anyone - even the
smartest and stron-
gest amongst us -
can end up getting
conned. Using the
latest deepfake tech
to deceive individu-
als by masquerading

as a family member/a
close acquaintance or
targeting online shop-
pers by posing as a
delivery agent asking
for an OTP, which is
then used to hack into
one’s personal data,
fraudsters are using a
range of methods to
try and dupe people.

Lal Singh, Execu-
tive Director, Bank of
Baroda said, “Online
frauds aimed at
defrauding people
have become more
common nowadays
and are an ever-
present threat. Fur-
ther, with the advent
of new technologies,
the modus operandi
of financial cons also
keeps evolving rap-
idly. Hence, all of us
need to be extremely
alert and learn to
identify a potential
fraud/scam. Bank of
Baroda’s Pehchaan-
Concampaign empha-
sises the importance
of self-vigilance to
customers so that
they can ensure the
safety of their hard-
earned money from
the threats presented
by cybercriminals.”
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AMDAGARE CHOWXI: Nihal Honda - 87108911000, 91651 43484; SKRAIPALL: Pukrsj Honda - BERITDE000, S9770M5800; BILASPOR SAKRI: Dream Honda Branch - 8516661444, MLASPUR DATALBANDH: Maossjl Horda Branch - OT752-4 17070, 417171, 9109690484; BARRELLA: Smymm
Honda - TORAB0G222. BLIAPUR: Ansh Honda - S424 295203, AHFWARK; Kabirsm Honda - B315225193; Stves Saiam Honda (Risall - BB23050333; DANTEWADA: Angh Hond - TOD03960731; NEMRU NAGAR: Aan Honda - BS81020999; MUNGELE: 5. Mansi Honda - 9885010000,

For Bulk/Tnstitutionsl emquiries, phease write us at: inslituiionaisalesGhondaZwheelersindla.com
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BSP employees bag 9 awards
at 34th CII National ork-Skills

211 participants from various private and Public Sector Industries participated

Central Chronicle News

BHILAI: A total of 09
employees of SAIL-B-
hilai Steel Plant have
won awards at the 34th
CII National Work-Skills
Competition 2024, orga-
nized by the Confeder-
ation of Indian Indus-
tries (CII) in New Delhi.
BSP’s employees have
clocked victory in six
trades namely Carpen-
try, Electrical, Indus-
trial Hydraulics, PLC,
Turner, and Welder, by
competing among as
many as 211 participants
from various private and
Public Sector Industries
from around the coun-
try. Anirban Dasgupta,
Director I/c (SAIL-BSP)
felicitated the winners at
Ispat Bhawan on Thurs-
day, in the presence of
other Senior Officials.
Anirban Dasgupta
congratulated the win-
ners of the competition
for winning laurels to
the organization and
wished them a bright
future. Dasgupta stated
that when employees
from our Plant take part
and win various com-
petitions, it not only
brings laurels to the
Plant but also motivates
other employees to par-

ticipate. Our employees
are very efficient in the
traditional trades. How-
ever, we need to further
enhance our partici-
pation in the new-age
trades, like IT, Mechat-
ronics, web design, etc.
All necessary resources
such as labs, equipment,
and other materials shall
be ensured to facilitate
the participants to pre-
pare well for these com-
petitions. The winners
must also encourage
their colleagues to take
part in such competi-
tions, Dasgupta said.

Total of 13 employees of BSP
displayed their skills in Delhi

A total of 13 employees of
BSP displayed their skills
at the three-day National
Work Skills Competi-
tion 2024 in New Delhi,
among whom 09 won
1st and 2nd prizes. Pra-
mod Bhondekar, from
SMS-II, won the 1st prize
in Carpentry trade, while
Ramsajan from MRD won
the 2nd prize in Carpen-
try. Kartik Ram Bhagat,
from PBS-II, won the

HIGHLIGHT

® Employees have
clocked victory in
six trades namely
Carpentry, Electrical,
Industrial Hydraulics,
PLC, Turner, and
Welder

2nd prize in the Electri-
cal trade, and Akhilesh
Kumar Thakur, from

CO & CCD, bagged the
2nd prize in the Indus-
trial Hydraulics trade.
Kunche Sai Kiran, from
the A&D Department,
won the 1st Prize in PLC
trade, while Akhil Kumar
Rathore, from BFC&SGP,
secured the 2nd prize in
the same trade. Ishwar
Lal Dandsena, from Dalli
Mechanised Mines, won
the 1st Prize in Turner
trade.

-

AW

“When employees from
Plant win it not only brings
laurels but
motlivate others”

Anirban Dasgupta
Director Incharge, SAIL-BSP

Polling staff to cast
postal ballot at
facilitation centre

Central Chronicle News

Centres established
at BIT and Police
Reserve Centre.

BHILAI: The voters of
Durg district (working
in District Durg and
other districts) who are
involved in election work
on the polling day like
polling team, sector offi-
cers, micro observers,
security personnel, SST,
SFT and vehicle drivers,
will be able to cast their
postal ballot at facilita-
tion centres. A facilita-
tion center has been set
up at BIT College, Durg
and assembly wise sec-
tions have been set up for
postal ballot. To ensure
that the prescribed pro-
cedure for voting through
postal ballot is followed
properly in the facilita-
tion centres, officers have
been appointed in-charge
of collecting the nec-
essary material / docu-
ments from the Treasury,
taking them to the facili-
tation center and depos-
iting them back. Accord-
ing to the information,
Naib Tehsildar Dhamdha
Dharmesh Srivastava
and Additional Tehsildar
Durg Pawan Thakur have
been appointed as officer
in-charges for the cent-
res at Science Block first
floor room number 22 for
Patan (62) assembly con-

stituency, Science Block
ground floor number 05
for Durg Rural (63), Sci-
ence Block ground floor
number 06 and 07 for
Durg city (64). Naib Teh-
sildar Durg Jyotsna Kali-
hari and Dal Singh Bisen
have been appointed as
officers in charge for the
facilitation centres at Sci-
ence Block Ground Floor
No 08 for Bhilai Nagar
(65), Science Block First

FASTFACTS

® For voters on
election duty like
polling team, sector
officers, micro
observers, security
personnel, SST, SFT
and vehicle drivers on
polling day

e Officers have been
appointed in-charge of
collecting the material
from the Treasury,
taking them to the
facilitation center and
depositing them back

Floor Room No O1 for
Vaishali Nagar (66) and
Science Block First Floor
Room No 05 for Ahiwara
(67). Tehsildar Dham-
dha Panchram Salame
and Additional Tehsildar
Gurudutt  Panchbhage
have been appointed in-
charge for facilitation
centres established for
Saja-68.

Villagers form
human chain for
voler awareness

Central Chronicle News

Voters motivated
through various
competitions and
cultural programs
SVEEP

BHILAI: As per the
instructions of Collector
and District Election Offi-
cer Richa Prakash Chaud-
hary, voter awareness
campaign is being con-
ducted continuously in
the district. In this series,
SVEEP Voter Awareness
Program was organized
in village Marra of Jan-
pad Panchayat Patan to
promote voting for Lok
Sabha Elections 2024.
In the program, villag-
ers were motivated to
vote through rangoli,
henna, painting and cul-
tural programs. A human
chain was also formed
by a large group of vil-
lagers. They took out an
awareness rally also. The
officers, employees and
villagers pledge to exer-

cise their franchise in the
upcoming election and
make efforts to ensure
100 per cent voting. The
participants who per-
formed excellently in var-
ious competitions of the
program were rewarded.
Chameli Nirmalkar got
the first prize in the Ran-
goli competition. She is
also a member of Arad-
hana Mahila Cluster Orga-
nization of Gram Darbar
Mokhali. Tanu, Muskaan
and Nupur won prizes
in Mehndi. Deeksha in
painting and Geetanjali
and group, Kunti and
group and Marra Agricul-
ture College group were
felicitated for street play.
CEO Janpad Panchayat
(Patan) Mukesh Kothari,
Additional Chief Execu-
tive Officer Shweta Yadav,
Senior Taxation Officer
CL Bhuarya, officers and
employees of Janpad Pan-
chayat Patan, citizens of
village Marra and locals
from other Panchayats
were present in the pro-
gramme.

202 units
of blood
collected

BHILAL: As per the instruc-
tions of Collector Richa
Prakash Chaudhary and
under guidance of CMHO
Dr JP Meshram and Civil
Surgeon cum Chief Hos-
pital Superintendent Dr
AK Sahu, a blood dona-
tion camp was organized
by Sant Nirankari Chari-
table Foundation on April
24 to maintain the avail-
ability of blood in the
District Hospital, Durg.
202 units of blood were
collected at this camp.
Nodal Officer Dr Praveen
Agrawal, I/c Officer Neha
Nalwaya Bafna, Dr Avi-
nash, Dr Yogita Gilhare,
Dr Deepesh Chandraul,
Counselor Anthony,
Ganesh, Abhay, Staff
Nurse Taruna Rawat,
Senior Lab Technician
Roshan Singh, Super-
visor Rupesh Sapre,
Mahendra Chandrakar,
Inderjit Chandrakar,
Tirath  Yadav, Suraj,
Megha, Aditi, Bhupen-
dra, Kaushal  Sahu,
Himanshu Chandrakar,
Mala Deshmukh played
a vital role in organising
the camp.

Central Chronicle News

The entire scrap is
being considered to
be stolen material
as the yard manager
was unable to pro-
duce any documents

BHILAI: Police conducted a
raid at the junkyard of Lalit
Kabadi in Jamul and recov-
ered illegal scrap worth
Rs 60 lakhs. A used car
without registration plate,
bike chassis, submersible
pumps, etc as well as scrap
loaded in three trucks were
seized. The entire scrap
is being considered to be
stolen material as the yard
manager was unable to
produce any documents.
ASP Sukhnandan Rathore
informed that recently they
received a tip off regarding
a junk yard in Jamul area
where the stolen vehicles
were being disassembled
and the spares were being
loaded on trucks for trans-

| ILLEGAL SCRAP |

Illegal scrap worth Rs 60
lakh seized from junk yard

= Y

FASTFACTS

® The entire scrap is
being considered to
be stolen material as
the yard manager was
unable to produce any
documents

portation as scrap. The yard
was being operated by Lalit
Kabadi, who was arrested
several times earlier also

for disposing of the stolen
items. On the instructions
of SP Jitendra Shukla, a joint
team of ACCU and Jamul
Police Station led by Inspec-
tor Kapil Dev Pandey and
Inspector Keshav Kosle con-
ducted a raid at the junk-
yard. The team recovered
a huge quantity of vehicle
parts, machine parts and
metal scrap loaded on three
trucks. A Tata Nano car
without registration plate;

A used car without registration plate, bike chassis, etc as well as scrap loaded in three trucks were seized.

bike chassis, submersible
pump, etc were also recov-
ered. The junkyard owner
Lalit Kabadi had escaped
from the spot but Police
caught his Manager Rakesh
Mishra (26) a resident of
Supela. When questioned
about the scrap and the
related documents, the
manager Rakesh Mishra
was unable to give any sat-
isfactory reply or produce
any documents.

| EXCISE DEPARTMENT |

Excise Dept conducts intensive vehicle checking illicit sale of liquor

Central Chronicle News

BHILAI: On the instruc-
tions of Collector Richa
Prakash Chaudhary, the
Excise Department Durg
is continuously taking
action to control and
prevent the sale of ille-
gal liquor in the district
in view of the Lok Sabha
elections 2024. Assistant
Commissioner  (Excise)
Rajesh Jaiswal informed
that in order to ensure
free and fair polling in
the Lok Sabha elections,

the department is con-
tinuously carrying out
searches and inspections
at various suspicious and
criminal areas with the
aim of preventing the use
of drugs / illicit liquor to
woo voters in the elec-
tions.

The department is
checking hotels, dhabas
and railway passengers
coming to and from Durg
Railway Station in the dis-
trict. In this series, the
Excise Department, Durg,
conducted intensive

checking of passenger
buses and four-wheelers
coming from Maharash-
tra and Madhya Pradesh
at Pulgaon Chowk in the
wee hours of Thursday.
During the vehicle check-
ing, bus drivers and con-
ductors were directed
to give immediate infor-
mation on the official
telephone number 0788-
2325836 if they spot any
suspicious person or find
any suspicious material.
Assistant District Excise
Officer Dheeraj Kan-

00O

“In order to
ensure free and
fair polling in
the Lok Sabha
elections, the
department is
continuously
carrying out
searches and
inspections”

Rajesh Jaiswal
Asst Commissioner (Excise)

naujia, Supriya Tiwari,
Pankaj Kujur and Excise
Sub Inspector Bhunesh-
war Sengar, Harish Patel,
Bhupendra Netam,
Excise Head Constable
Santosh Dubey, Driver ]
Deepak Raju and Prakash
Rao conducted the vehi-
cle checking drive.

Police observer said
that during checking of
the vehicles while carry-
ing out videography, the
name of the drier, vehi-
cle no. should be noted
down in the register.

CRIME

‘Two held for
vandalising ATM

.

AN

Police arrested
two ruffians on charges of
vandalising the ATM kiosk
of Equitas Small Finance
Bank located in Arya
Nagar, Durg. Police had
received a complaint from
Shubham Kumar Soni (30)
that two unknown persons
had vandalized the ATM
of Equitas Small Finance
Bank. Police lodged an FIR
under section 457, 427 IPC
in Mohan Nagar Police Sta-
tion. Investigation was con-
ducted under the guidance
of SP Jitendra Shukla. The
police team examined the
CCTV footage of cameras
installed in and around the
incident site and traced
the two persons seen in
the footage. The suspects
Vikram Singh (22) son of
Late Ravinder Singh a resi-
dent of Jayanti Nagar, Durg
and Rakesh Kumar Singh
(38) son of MP Singh, a resi-
dent of Mohan Nagar, Durg
confessed to committing
the crime.

BHILAL:

INSPECTION

General
Observer
inspects polling
stations

BHILAI: General Observer
Lathkar Shrikesh Balaji
Rao (IAS), appointed by the
Election Commission of
India for Durg Parliamen-
tary Constituency, visited
Kumbhari, Kukda, Patora,
Selud, Thakurain Tola,
Akhara and Didabhatha
under Patan Assembly
Constituency. He inspected
polling stations at villages
Ranitarai, Jamgaon (R) etc.
He also visited the Sang-
wari Polling Station, dis-
abled polling station and
critical polling station in
these areas. He directed
the officials to ensure nec-
essary arrangements at
polling stations including
the drinking water, sheds
etc. At places with more
than one polling station,
he instructed them to mark
the routes leading to the
polling booths.

CRIME

Man held for
abetment of
wife’s suicide

X, 1
= R=

BHILAI: Police arrested a
man on charges of abet-
ment to suicide after his
newly married wife com-
mitted suicide by con-
suming phenyl. It was dis-
covered that the woman
was being harassed for
dowry. Trainee DSP Akan-
sha Pandey informed that
Reena Sahu (22) wife of
Chaitram Sahu, a resident
of Genda Dabri, Mohan
Nagar, had committed sui-
cide by consuming phenyl.
During the investigation,
police discovered that
Reena Sahu was suffering
domestic violence and
dowry abuse. Demanding
dowry, her husband Chait-
ram Sahu used to beat her
almost daily. Police lodged
an offence under section
304 (B) of Indian Penal
Code at Police Station
Mohan Nagar.
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Congress took a step
backward on the Sangli
LS seat for the sake of the
Maha Vikas Aghadi.

Nana Patole
Maharashtra chief

BJP supporters during PM Narendra Modi’s public meeting for Lok Sabha elections.

BJP’s Kerala drive, Maha
ambition on test amid
soaring political temperature

Whether the soaring political temperature prevails over the heatwave-like conditions and
pushes more voters to booths is something political watchers will be keeping an eye on.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Will the
BJP’s drought in Kerala
finally end? Will a spike
in political temperature
following Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s sharp
attack on the Congress
boost turnout? These are
some of the questions
weighing on people’s
minds as 89 Lok Sabha
seats go to the polls on

Friday.
Many senior BJP and
opposition leaders,

including Rahul Gan-
dhi and Shashi Tharoor

of the Congress, and
Union ministers Gajen-
dra Singh Shekhawat,
Kailash Choudhary and
Rajeev  Chandrasekhar,
are in the fray as poll-
ing enters many saffron
strongholds. In 2019, the
BJP had won 53 and its
existing allies 12 of these
seats, including seven of
eight in Uttar Pradesh,
all 13, eight and seven
in Rajasthan, Maharash-
tra and Madhya Pradesh
respectively, and four
of the five seats each in
Assam and Bihar. The
constituents of the now

HIGHLIGHT

e ABJP ally in the
last national elections,
Uddhav Thackeray

is now the face of

the INDIA bloc in
Maharashtra while
the official version of
the Shiv Sena he once
headed is a BJP ally
under the leadership of
Eknath Shinde.

INDIA bloc had won 23
seats in the last general
election.

Seeking to better its
tally, the BJP must not

only retain its bastions
but also make fresh
inroads as it takes on the
opposition INDIA bloc
in a battle of narratives,
with Modi leading its
charge.

Following the first
phase polls in 102 seats
on April 19, the prime
minister has stepped up
his attack on the Con-
gress, accusing it of seek-
ing to provide nationwide
reservation to Muslims
in the quotas meant for
Other Backward Classes.

He has also warned
voters in his poll rallies

that a Congress gov-
ernment at the Centre
will snatch their assets,
including women’s ‘man-
galsutra’, to benefit those
who are “intruders” and
have more children as
he cited a speech of his
predecessor Manmohan
Singh to back his claim.

The Congress, in turn,
has accused him of lying
and spreading com-
munal divide, claiming
that he has been rattled
by the BJP’s poor show
and complaining to the
Election Commission
against him.

Congress,

SP harbour
negative
sentiments
for India: Yogi

AGRA: Mounting a blister-
ing attack on the opposi-
tion, Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
Thursday said those who
are against welfare and
development initiatives,
and a secure India are con-
spiring against the country
once again. Speaking at a
rally here in the presence
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, he said the Congress
and the Samajwadi Party
harbour negative senti-
ments towards India. The
members of the “INDI alli-
ance” have a track record
of “betraying the nation
and dividing the soci-
ety” on the basis of caste,
region and language”, he
said. Adityanath alleged
that whenever they were
in power, they made delib-
erate efforts to rob rights of
the Scheduled Castes, he
said.

Press Trust Of India

Polling will be held
on Friday at 28,758
booths from 7 am to
6 pm. Around 2.80
crore voters are
eligible to vote in
the second phase.

JAIPUR: After a high-
voltage electioneering in
Rajasthan polling on 13
out of 25 Lok Sabha seats
will be held on Friday.
Among the 152 candi-
dates in the fray in this
phase are two Union
ministers, the BJP state
president and a former
Assembly Speaker. The
sons of two former chief
ministers are also con-
testing in this phase of
Lok Sabha elections. This
is the final phase of elec-

| LOK SABHA POLLS |

13 seats in Rajasthan to go to
polls in second phase today

Paramilitary personnel conduct a march on the eve of the 2nd phase of LS elections.

FACTFILE

® Along with Lok
Sabha, a by-election will
also be held in Bagidora
assembly seat in
Banswara which became
vacant after Congress
MLA joined BJP

tions for Rajasthan where
polling on 12 seats was
held in the first phase on
April 19. Along with Lok
Sabha general elections,
a by-election will also be
held in Bagidora assembly
seat in Banswara which
became vacant after Con-
gress MLA Mahendrajeet
Singh Malviya joined BJP.

Malviya is contesting the
Lok Sabha election from
Banswara as the BJP can-
didate. More than 1.72
lakh personnel have been
deployed on election duty
to ensure free and fair
polls while 82,487 secu-
rity personnel including
policemen, home guards,
forest guards and jawans.

| KHARGE WRITES TO PM MODI |

Cong chief seeks time

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Congress
chief Mallikarjun Kharge
on Thursday wrote to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and sought time
from him to explain in
person the party’s ‘Nyay
Patra’. In his two-page
letter, he told the prime
minister that he is being
misinformed by his advi-
sors about things that are

not even written in the
‘Nyay Patra’ -- the Con-
gress’ manifesto for the
Lok Sabha elections.

The letter comes
after the prime minister
attacked the Congress
over its manifesto, alleg-
ing that the party aims to
“redistribute the wealth”
of people and give it away
to “infiltrators™.

Modi also accused the
Congress of snatching

lo explain party’s Nyvay Palra’

o0

It has become
your habit to
seize on a few
words taken out of
context and create
a communal
divide.

Mallikarjun Kharge
Congress chief

women’s “mangalsutra”.

In his letter, Kharge
said the Congress’ ‘Nyay
Patra’ aims at provid-
ing “nyay (justice)” to
the youngsters, women,
farmers, labourers and
marginalised people
across all castes and com-
munities.

“. You are lowering the
dignity of the chair by
speaking in this manner,”
he said.

Briefs

BEST OF THE REST

LS POLLS
SAD’s Amrilsar

candidate counts on
work done as minister

CHANDIGARH: Shiromani Akali Dal
candidate from Amritsar Lok Sabha
seat Anil Joshi is banking on the work
done by him as a minister in the erst-
while SAD-BJP government to clinch
the seat in the June 1 election.

Former BJP MLA Joshi, a Hindu
face, has been fielded by the Sukhbir
Singh Badal-led Shiromani Akali Dal
from the Sikh-dominated parliamen-
tary constituency -- considered a Con-
gress pocket borough.

Joshi was elected Amritsar North
MLA in 2007 and 2012 on a BJP ticket
and was the state’s local bodies and
medical education and research min-
ister in the SAD-BJP regime from 2012
to 2017. In 2021, Joshi was expelled
from the BJP after he criticised the
party for “mishandling” the farm
agitation. Thereafter, he joined the
Akali Dal. pTiI

ELECTION RALLY
Congress made

Telangana ‘Delhi’s ATM’,
says Amit Shah

HYDERABAD: Senior BJP leader Amit
Shah on Thursday alleged that the rul-
ing Congress in Telangana has made
the state ‘Delhi’s ATM’, within a short
span of coming to power.

The union home minister was
addressing an election rally at Siddipet
in the state in support of BJP candi-
date from Medak Lok Sabha constitu-
ency M Raghunandan Rao. “In such a
short time, Congress party has made
Telangana ‘Delhi’s ATM’. PTI

INDIA bloc is fighting against NDA
PM Modi wants to ‘create rift’ among

L ] o
W &

SRINAGAR: National Conference
president Farooq Abdullah said
here on Thursday that the INDIA
bloc is fighting against Prime Naren-
dra Modi’s attempts to “create a rift
among people” and the opposition
alliance will “undo the wrongdo-
ings” committed during the BJP
rule. “The Election Commission has
to be changed and made indepen-
dent. The judiciary has to be made
independent as it is the place where
people get justice if they do not get
justice anywhere else. “Many things
have to be set right. Those have to
be made governors who can serve
people and not Delhi. Many incapa-

people: Farooq Abdullah

ble people have been put in many
institutions, but we have to save
those institutions,” he said. Abdul-
lah was addressing an NC and Con-
gress joint rally at Congress party
headquarters and later NC workers
at his party’s headquarters Nawa-i-
Subah after its candidate from Sri-
nagar Lok Sabha constituency, Aga
Syed Ruhullah Mehdi, submitted
nomination papers.

“I pray that the INDIA alliance is
successful in Delhi so that Ambed-
kar’s Constitution is saved and it
will undo the wrongdoings commit-
ted,” the former J-K chief minister
said. PTI

The Day’s
NUMBERS

STATE VACCINATION
COVERAGE (%)

erala Y <o/
Himachal Pradesh [N 85.4
Goa [ 818
Punjab [N 78,5
Tamil Nadu [ 75.9

Uttar Pradesh _ 70.2

Source: Statista

OMAR ABDULLAH ON POLLS

‘BJP raking up religious
senliments as ground
beneath its feet slipping’

SRINAGAR: The BJP is raking up reli-
gious sentiments as the ground beneath
its feet is slipping, National Conference
leader Omar Abdullah said on Thurs-
day. He also said it is no secret that such
attacks, especially against the Muslims,
were carried out after the first phase
of voting. “As far as the use of religion
is concerned, this is not the first time.
As the BJP sees the ground slipping
beneath its feet, it starts talking again in
the context of religion,” Abdullah told
reporters after the party’s candidate
Aga Syed Ruhullah Mehdi filed his nom-
ination from the Srinagar Lok Sabha
constituency. “It seems that the BJP had
some expectations from the first phase
of the elections and perhaps those
expectations were not met,” he added.
The National Conference vice-presi-
dent said the party has decided to field
a covering candidate in wake of the BJP
candidate winning unopposed from
Gujarat’s Surat after all other nominees
withdrew from the fray. PTI

AAP ON MCD

Saurabh Bharadwaj
alleges conspiracy to
halt mayoral polls

NEW DELHI: New Delhi: The BJP-led
Centre is hatching a conspiracy to
halt the mayoral polls and oust AAP
from the MCD, Delhi Minister Saurabh
Bharadwaj alleged on Thursday. The
minister also accused Chief Secretary
Naresh Kumar of flouting the rules for
nominating a presiding officer to hold
the mayoral polls by bypassing him.
“The proposal to nominate the pre-
siding officer was secretly sent to the
Lt Governor, bypassing me. I wrote to
the Lt Governor to return the file, stat-
ing that it was sent to him directly by
flouting the rules,” the AAP leader said
at a press conference. PTI
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If Cong govt is formed
at Centre, charges of
labourers would be
doubled

Jyotsna Mahant
Congress LS candidate
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Forest property worth lak

hs was destroyed due to recent fire which broke out in the region of Sukhanala Barrage hill adjacent to the headquarters Dongargaon.

Action taken against those
selling spurious food items

Action was taken against traders and retailers of the region for selling
spurious food items and misleading the general public allegedly

Central Chronicle News

KOREA: Action was taken
against traders and retail-
ers of the region for sell-
ing spurious food items
and misleading the gen-
eral public allegedly. The
action was taken by Addi-
tional District Magistrate
of Baikunthpur, Arun
Kumar Markam with a
fine of Rs 5,000 imposed
on each in a case verdict
for the year 2020.

The traders imposed
fine are namely,
Shashank Jigyasi (Food
Seller) M/s Kumar Med-
icos, Baikunthpur,
Narendra Kumar Koth-
ari  (Distributor/Whole-
saler) Narendra Pharma,
Kothari Bhawan Krishna

Nagar, Raipur and Rajni-
kant Gupta (Manufac-
turer) M/s Gupta Honey
Main Road, Ward No.
44, Old Daudpur Phatak,
Alwar, Rajasthan.

The accused had put
misleading stickers on
‘Bee Honey’ in a pack of
250 grams as ‘100 per-
cent natural and pure’.
The sample of 250 grams
of ‘Bee Honey’ packed,
lot number 174.10 MFG
October was sent to the
State Food Analyst, Rai-
pur for testing, on which
the said food item was
declared ‘normal but
misbranded” i.e. stan-
dard but misbranded.

On which under the
Food Safety and Stan-
dards Act, 2006, Section

HIGHLIGHT

©® The sample of 250
grams of ‘Bee Honey’
packed after testing
was declared ‘normal
but misbranded’

i.e. standard but
misbranded.

® Action was taken
under Section 26 (2)
(PP), 27 (3) (C) for
storing (packed) for sale.

26 (2 (PP), 27 (3) (O),
27 (2) (C). Due to viola-
tion of Section 27 (1) by
the accused, the charge
sheet was presented
in this court to punish
them with penalty under
Section 52 (1) of the Act.

Accused Shashank Jig-
yasi, food seller, Naren-
dra Kothari distributor
and wholesaler and
Rajnikant Gupta manu-
facturer were asked to
answer on the basis of
prosecution and docu-
ments, on which all three
accused admitted their
mistake and were satis-
fied with the investiga-
tion report of the State
Food Analyst, Raipur,
due to which there was
no need for arguments
from either side.

After observing the
case and the reply pre-
sented by the accused,
under Section 27 (1) of
the Food Safety and Stan-
dards Act 2006, the man-
ufacturer or packer of

any food item will be lia-
ble for such food item as
long as it does not com-
ply with the provisions
of this Act and the rules
made there under.

Thus, in the absence
of  factual informa-
tion on the part of M/s
Gupta Honey Proces-
sors, the food item ‘Bee
Honey’ (packed) weight
250 grams, lot number
174.10 MFG, written in
the month of October as
100 percent natural and
pure, was not accept-
able, thus M/s Gupta
Honey Processor was
booked for violation of
Section 26 (2) (PP), 27 (1)
of the Food Safety and
Standards Act, 2006, and
M/s Narendra Pharma.

First
preliminary
randomization
today

KOREA: With hardly 12
days left for the third
leg of polling to be held
in Korba Parliamentary
constituency, the District
Election office, Baikunth-
pur- Korea are imparting
training to officers and
employees continuosly to
ensure free & fair polling.
Apart from this they are
also carrying out public
awareness among the
voters to ensure cent per-
cent voting. On the other
hand, the general observ-
ers appointed by EC are
getting familiarized with
the actual arrangements
being made at the polling
centres and are obtaining
information about secu-
rity from the cocncerned
officers. The first prelim-
inary  randominzation
of EVM Machines will
be held at Govt Model
Ramanuj HS School, in
Baikunthpur on April 26.

Ministry visited SECL

Central Chronicle News

Nagaraju visited the
Pelma OC mine in
Raigarh area

KORBA: Additional Secre-
tary, Ministry of Coal M.
Nagaraju (I.P.S.) visited
SECL Raigarh area. On
reaching Raigarh area,
CMD Dr. Prem Sagar
Mishra warmly welcomed
M. Nagaraju. Nagaraju vis-
ited the Pelma OC mine
in Raigarh area given to
Pelma Collieries for oper-
ation on MDO mode last
year and reviewed the
progress of the project.

It may be noted that
last year SECL had signed
an agreement with Pelma
Collieries for the opera-
tion of Pelma open mine
located in Raigarh area.
According to the agree-

| REVIEW MEETING |

Additional Secretary, Coal
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©® Nagaraju visited
the Pelma OC mine in
Raigarh area given to
Pelma Collieries for
operation on MDO
mode last year

Additional Secretary, Ministry of Coal M

£

ment, Pelma Collieries
will operate the mine for
the next 20 years, under
which Pelma Collieries
will be responsible for
all activities related to
designing, financing, pro-
curement, construction,
operation and mainte-

TN s

. Négaraju (I.P.S.) visite:

g -
d SECL Raigarh area

nance of this project.

A total of more than 219
million tonnes of coal is
proposed to be extracted
from the mine during a
period of 20 years, with a
target of extracting a max-
imum of 15 million tonnes
of coal in a year.

| TEACHERS COMPLAINT |

CGATSSF on opening of account in Pot. Bank

Central Chronicle News

KHAIRAGARH: Chhattis-
garh Assistant Teacher
Samagra Shiksha Fed-
eration (CATSSF) has
lodged an objection to
some coordinators of the
Education Department
forcing the teachers of
the district to open salary
accounts in a private bank
by citing certain benefits.
District President Ramlal

Sahu has alleged, claim-
ing the objection that
some teachers are being
forced and lured to open
accounts in a certain pri-
vate bank, by quoting the
orders of the DEO, BEO
and the Collector.

Sahu further alleged
that the Jangalpur and
Dhodha cluster coordi-
nator of Chhuikhadan
block is calling the teach-
ers posted in the schools
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No order has been
given to change
the account.
Teachers can
choose the bank
as per their
convenience.

Lalji Dwivedi
DEO

under both the clusters
in the scorching heat and
getting them to open sal-
ary accounts, whereas no
such written order has
been given by the depart-
mental officers. Ramlal
Sahu further alleged that
the teachers are forced to
open accounts forty-five
kilometres away, whereas
as per the rules of RBI,
accident insurance is given
to the govt employees.

Briefs

BEST OF THE REST

LS POLLS

District hq’s Khairagarh
all set to vote for LS 2024
under Collector guidance

KHAIRAGARH: The district is all set to
vote for Lok Sabha Elections 2024,
and preparations have also been
almost completed, under the guid-
ance of Collector and District Election
Officer Chandrakant Verma.

There are a total of 19 polling sta-
tions in Khairagarh city, in which
8869 men and 9424 women, thus a
total of 18293 voters will exercise their
franchise. District Election Office and
Municipal Council Khairagarh have
made elaborate arrangements for
peaceful voting and special attention
has been paid to the basic facilities
in all the polling stations and by run-
ning voter awareness campaigns in
every ward and important places, and
voters of every section of the commu-
nity have been motivated to vote and
also for the convenience of the voters
through BLOs.

FOREST FIRE
Forest fire reported near

Sukhanala Barrage
in Bamhanibhaantha

DONGARGAON: Reports of forest fire
in Bamhanibhaantha forest near Suk-
hanala Barrage which is spreading
very fast has been lodged by villagers
across the area.

According to the villagers, the fire
in the forest was seen on Tuesday
evening, after which the forest depart-
ment employees were informed, but
due to the intense heat, the fire is
spreading rapidly in the forest and it
has not been controlled yet.

Variely of prog marks Hanuman Fanmotsav
City celebrates Hanuman Janmotsav with fervour

DONGARGAON: Various events marked
the Janmotsav celebrations of Siyaram
devotee Shiromani Lord Hanuman,
and the entire region plunged into
devotion, as traditional rituals and
processions were organised in all small
and big Hanuman temples. Apart from
various preparations, a saffron clad
rally was carried out in the city a few
days ago, and a day before, a bike rally
was organized with the hymns in the
oldest south facing Hanuman temple
of the city.

On the day of Hanuman Janmotsav,
a Prabhat Pheri also took place in the
morning, which passed through the
main roads of the city and ended at

the Hanuman temple. Various social
workers and devotees distributed
sweets, cold drinks etc. to the large
number of children, women and men
devotees walking in the Prabhat Pheri
along the entire route.

Tribal dance was the centre of
attraction in the Prabhat Pheri, along
with Ramayana recitation, Sundark-
and bhajan etc. organized through-
out the day. In the evening, a bhajan
program was organized by the city’s
famous bhajan singer Devendra Gos-
wami, and on the other hand, after
worshiping as per rituals, the devotees
had darshan of their adored Lord and
offered Bhog.

The Day’s
NUMBERS

FOREST COVER (%) AS ON
DECEMBER 31 2023
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Percentage
of the forest
cover in the
country as on
2023
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Source: Statista

FIRE OUTBREAK
Hotel gutted down in

massive fire outbreak in
village Badgaon

DONGARGAON: A massive fire, due to
fall of electrical fixing led to a hotel
being burnt to ashes in village Bad-
gaon Charbhantha area. According to
the information received on the spot,
in village Badgaon Charbhantha of
Revenue Inspector Division Khujji, the
electric wire got broken due to falling
of trees due to storm late on Tuesday
night, thereafter which short circuit
engulfed Patel Hotel on the road-
side and caught fire. Staff of a nearby
hospital, informed the owner Sanjay
Patel and father Budhuram Patel, after
which the villagers rushed to douse off
the fire spread, but reportedly due to
fear of electric current and explosion
of the gas cylinder kept in the hotel,
there was a lot of delay in controlling
the fire. The electricity department
employee was informed and called to
the spot and after cutting the power,
fire brigade started the extinguishing
the fire, but by then the hotel was
completely burnt down to ashes.

CAMPAIGN
Campaign for safe

crossing of closed
railway crossings
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o

BILASPUR: In order to prevent acci-
dents at level crossings, a special
safety campaign is being conducted
by the Divisional Safety Department
in coordination with various depart-
ments to raise awareness of precau-
tions and rules among road users to
safely cross level crossings from April
22 to May 01, 2024, for 10 days.

Under this campaign, Divisional
Rail Manager Praveen Pandey and
Senior Divisional Safety Officer Saket
Ranjan are leading the planned efforts
to provide guidance and distrib-
ute pamphlets related to protection
awareness to pedestrians.
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Fire broke out in Shri
Cement Plant in Khparadih

When news about fire broke in the plant, the employees were panicky

Central Chronicle News

KHARORA: Fire broke out
in Shri Cement Plant in
Khparadih near Baloda-
bazar on Saturday when
the waste from the plant
was being disposed off.
People from the entire
region were surprise and
curious about the inten-
sity of fire, as the black
smoke assumed pro-
portions in no time and
created sensation in the
region. People were hav-
ing all sorts of talks and
this remained centre of
discussions.

When news about fire
broke in the plant, the
employees were pan-
icky and in no time the
fire-brigade from the
plant was called and
the fire-fighters started
the work of dousing the
fire, but it was in vain.
This fire broke out in
the afternoon hours and
the fire-fighting team
tried its level best to
douse the fire.

When the fire broke
out in the plant, the
media team tried to know
about the reasons behind
it. But till late it was not
informed how the fire
broke out. Since the
intensity of fire was high,
therefore it could not
brought under control
on time. It is learnt that
the company is reported
to have face loss worth

). ——
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lakhs in this fire

The smoke emitting
from the plant left every-
one curious about the fire
and people in large num-
ber left out towards the
plant. Finally it was after
lots of efforts and with
repetition of fire-brigade
vehicles, that by evening
it could be brought under
control. Meanwhile it is
learnt that the manage-
ment of Shri Cement has
not informed about fire
to the police administra-
tion and this shows lack
of concern on part of the
management.

In the view of the upcom-
ing Lok Sabha elections
2024, Superintendent of
Police, Trilok Bansal here
took a marathon meeting
of Central Paramilitary
Force in-charges including
CRPF, ITBP, CAF Force and
police station in-charges
and instructions were
given to remain alert in
order to conduct a smooth
election process. The
SP gave special instruc-

Fire broke out in Shri Cement plant when the waste was being disposed.

SP Trilok Bansal chairs marathon
meeting for Lok Sabha elections

HIGHLIGHT

® SP gave special
instructions to conduct
elections smoothly

in Vananchal Naxal
affected areas

® Necessary guidelines
were given regarding
taking immediate legal
action as per rules

tions to conduct elections
smoothly in Vananchal
Naxal affected areas away
from the district head-
quarters, in police station

Bakarkatta, Mohgaon,
Salhewara, Gatapara,
Gandai, Chhuikhadan,

Thelkadih and police sta-
tion Khairagarh and nec-
essary instructions were
given to the central para-
military forces to conduct
peaceful voting.

‘Get involved in
the execution of
departmental work’

Central Chronicle News

He said that most of the
time this year will be
spent on election work,
keeping this in mind,
discharge all the
responsibilities in the
working

season in less time

JAGDALPUR: Collector
Vijay Dayaram K congrat-
ulating all the officers and
employees for discharging
their responsibilities in
a better manner and for
successfully  conducting
the voting under the Lok
Sabha Elections 2024. He
said that all the officers and
employees did the given
election related responsi-
bilities with full dedication
and team spirit. Voting
responsibilities were per-
formed better by women
officers and employees.
Women officers also per-
formed the responsibilities
of Sector Officer and Nodal
Officer very well.

Accepting the chal-
lenge of conducting fair
and uninterrupted voting
in the district in a peace-
ful manner, the work was
done with good planning
and team spirit, with the
coordinated efforts of
everyone, the encouraging
result of which is in front
of us.

He congratulated every-
one for their direct and
indirect participation in
voting. In view of the suc-
cess of women employ-
ees in discharging their

responsibilities in voting
under the Lok Sabha elec-
tions, the Collector talked
about getting voting done
by women officers and
employees in the entire
assembly constituency
during the upcoming elec-
tions. He said that most of
the time this year will be
spent on election work,
keeping this in mind, dis-
charge all the responsibil-
ities in the working sea-
son in less time. After the
election responsibilities,
the Collector directed the

FASTFACTS

©® He congratulated
everyone for their
direct and indirect
participation in voting

@ Collector talked
about getting voting
done by women
officers and employees
in the entire assembly

officers to gather for the
execution of departmen-
tal work. In this direction,
the concerned office heads
should ensure the pres-
ence of all their officers
and employees during
office hours. Bring updated
progress in carrying out
departmental work.

He gave instructions
for regular monitoring by
carrying out the construc-
tion works at a faster pace
in the working season to
complete the already ongo-
ing construction works.

Bastar Comm and
IG Inspect Strong
Room of Kanker LS

Central Chronicle News

Bastar Commis-
sioner Shyam
Dhawade and IG
Sundarraj P carried
out inspection of
the Strong Room at
Government Poly-
technic College of
Kanker Lok Sabha
constituency here
on Wednesday.

JAGDALPUR: Bastar Com-
missioner Shyam Dha-
wade and IG Sundarraj P
went out to take stock of
the preparations for the
Lok Sabha elections 2024
and carried out inspec-
tion of the Strong Room
at Government Polytech-
nic College of Kanker Lok
Sabha constituency here
on Wednesday.

Collector and District
Election Officer Abhi-
jeet Singh, while giv-
ing information about
the distribution system
of voting material of

Antagarh, Kanker and
Bhanupratappur assem-
bly constituencies, also
informed about other
arrangements of the
Strong Room, security,
counting place, depar-
ture of parties, parking
arrangements of vehi-
cles. In view of the heat,
Commissioner Dhawade
directed to take care of
the facilities of the poll-
ing personnel in the
distribution of voting
material.

IG Sundarraj P dis-
cussed with Superinten-
dent of Police I. Kalyan
Alesela regarding the
security of polling parties
along with the deploy-
ment of Police Sector
Officer and wished him
best wishes for better
implementation.

During the inspection,
Joint Collector Mr. Arun
Verma, Additional Super-
intendent of Police Man-
isha Thakur and other
officers associated with
election responsibilities
were present.

People of

the country
are suffering
from inflation

ANWARI: A street meeting
was organized by the Con-
gress Party on April 24 in
village Parkhanda, in which
State Congress Committee
President Deepak Baij was
present as the chief guest.
In his address, Baij said
that the backs of laborers
and farmers have been bro-
ken during the rule of BJP
government and the Modi
government has no control
over inflation. The number
of unemployed is increas-
ing and Prime Minister
Modi is filling the country’s
money in the pockets of big
industrialists, asserting that
if GST money was invested
in development today,
inflation would not have
increased. Youth unem-
ployment has increased in
the last 10 years, on which
the BJP government does
not pay any attention, he
accused stating that with
the coming of Cong govt,
farmers will be exempted
from GST on fertilizers and
seeds and under Mahal-
axmi Yojana, women from
poor families will be given.

Central Chronicle News

Many important topics
related to coal min-
ing and dispatch were
discussed

KORBA: Additional Sec-
retary, Ministry of Coal
M. Nagaraju (IAS), on
a visit to SECL, held a
review meeting of SECL
at Gevra House in which
Coal India Chairman PM
Prasad along with CMD
Dr. Prem Sagar Mishra
was also present.

Many important top-
ics related to coal mining
and dispatch were dis-
cussed in the meeting.
Additional Secretary M.
Nagaraju emphasized
on eco-friendly dispatch
through FMC, mine
expansion, land acqui-
sition and rehabilitation
and resettlement, use
of eco-friendly surface
miner, continuous miner
for mining coal, coal

| REVIEW MEETING |

Addl Secy, Ministry of Coal
reviews SECL mega projects
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Addl Secretary, Ministry of Coal M. Nagaraju (IAS) held a review meeting of SECL at Gevra House here on Wednesday.

FASTFACTS

© Nagaraju emphasized
on eco-friendly
dispatch through FMC,
mine expansion, land
acquisition

® Coal still remains a
reliable source of energy
in our country, all of you
will have an important
role in nation building

crushing etc. During the
meeting, the teams of
Gevra, Dipka and Kus-
munda megaprojects
outlined their plans for
achieving the targets set
for the FY24-25 through
presentation.

On arrival, Additional
Secretary M Nagaraju
was given a guard of
honour by the security
contingent. In view of
the summer season, the

Additional Secretary
also distributed welfare
kits to the local vege-
table vendors and also
planted saplings. Earlier,
on the arrival, Coal India
Chairman PM Prasad
was warmly welcomed
by CMD Dr. Prem Sagar
Mishra. M Nagaraju and
Coal India Chairman PM
Prasad interacted with the
young executives of SECL
at Gevra Recreational Club.

| LOKSHABHA ELECTION |

Participation of women in elections is a matter of pride:Meena

Central Chronicle News

KORBA: Under Lok Sabha
Elections 2024, women
polling parties are being
provided training at
Swami Atmanand Vidya-
laya Vidyut Griha Higher
School No. 1. and General
Observer of Korba Lok
Sabha Premsingh Meena
and Collector Ajit Vasant
on reaching the training
venues asked the women
undergoing training staff
to seriously understand
the important information

being given by the Mas-
ter Trainers in carrying
out their responsibilities
under the Lok Sabha elec-
tions and to resolve their
doubts by repeatedly ask-
ing questions if they do not
understand it.

Observer PS Meena said
that hands-on is necessary
for better operation of
EVMs and praising this ini-
tiative of making women
take up the responsibility
of voting in Korba Assem-
bly under Korba Lok
Sabha, he told the women

undergoing training that
your participation in the
election work is a matter
of pride.

The Collector encour-
aged the women and
said that as important as
voting is to strengthen
democracy, it is equally
important to complete
the voting tasks without
any mistakes. The Collec-
tor instructed the presid-
ing officer to officers one,
two and three of the poll-
ing party to coordinate
among them and carry
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General observer
told the women
that their
participation in
the election work
is a matter of
pride

Premsingh Meena

General Observer

out the election work in a
phased manner as per the
guidelines.

The Collector also told
the women undergoing
training that this time the
number of candidates is
more; hence two ballot
units will be installed and
the entire process of vot-
ing will be conducted in
the same way as it hap-
pens in a ballot unit and
there will be no change
in the voting process
due to installation of two
ballot units.

NEWSLINE

POLL CAMPAIGN

MIA initiales
‘People Connect
Campaign’

BILASPUR: MLA Amar
Agrawal has acceler-
ated the People Connect
Campaign for the second
phase of the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections. To defeat
the candidates of Con-
gress and other parties in
the upcoming Lok Sabha
elections and to woo
voters, Amar Agrawal
is consistently engaging
with people through ‘Tea
Talks’ programs. Today,
MLA Amar Agrawal was
present with supporters
of the Bharatiya Janata
Party at various locations
in Bilaspur area includ-
ing Tilak Nagar, Vinoba

Nagar, Juna Bilaspur,
Torwa in front of Dhan-
mandi, Chatarjeegalli

Sarakanda, Durga Pandal
for “Tea Talks’ programs.

VOTER AWARENESS

SVEEP
activities for
voler awareness
conlinues

KORBA: Under the direc-
tion of Collector and
District Election Officer
Ajit Vasant and guidance
of SVEEP Nodal Officer
Sambit Mishra, inorder to
create voter awareness,
for Lok Sabha Elections
2024, a rally was orga-
nized here in the district.
Same way the target
to acquire 100 percent
voters are being made
aware through slogan
writing and various pro-
grams like essay, speech,
mehndi competition,
poster making by school
students.

In this series, rural
women made posters in
Gram Panchayat Munga-
dih of Pali District Pan-
chayat and took out an
awareness rally in the vil-
lage giving the message of
100 percent voting.

FIRE

Forest property
worth lakhs
destroved by fire

DONGARGAON: Forest
property worth lakhs was
destroyed due to recent
fire which broke out in
the region of Sukhanala
Barrage hill adjacent to
the headquarters Dongar-
gaon. Though the fire was
brought, under control
late in the night after rain,
but as per information
the laxity on part of the
Department in controlling
the fire is under question.
As per resources, the vil-
lagers had informed the
concerned officials no
sooner than the fire had
erupted, and by the time
the Department reached
the spot trying to extin-
guish the fire with half-
baked resources, the fire
had already destroyed a
long spell of land.
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Urgent action needed
against unethical
medical practices

he spotlight on misleading advertisements,

particularly within the realm of fast-moving

consumer goods (FMCG) and healthcare, has
brought to the fore critical concerns regarding public
health and ethical practices. The Supreme Court’s
proactive stance in addressing this issue is a welcome
step towards safeguarding consumer interests and
promoting transparency in advertising. While the con-
troversy surrounding Patanjali Ayurved has garnered
significant attention, it is crucial to recognize that
the problem extends beyond a single entity. Mislead-
ing advertisements have far-reaching implications,
especially for vulnerable segments of society such
as babies, schoolgoing children, and senior citizens.
The court’s call for action from both the Centre and
state licensing authorities underscores the need for
a collective effort to combat this menace. The judi-
ciary’s scrutiny of unethical practices within the
medical fraternity is equally noteworthy. The Indian
Medical Association (IMA) has been questioned about
the conduct of its members who may be engaging in
practices detrimental to public health. This scrutiny
highlights the importance of holding all stakehold-
ers accountable for upholding ethical standards in
healthcare delivery. The Supreme Court’s insistence
on examining the Ministry of Ayush’s actions further
underscores the need for transparency and consis-
tency in regulatory measures. The ministry’s decision
to refrain from enforcing Rule 170 of the Drugs and
Cosmetics Rules, 1945, aimed at curbing inappropriate
advertisements, raises concerns about the govern-
ment’s commitment to combating unethical practices.
In light of these developments, it is imperative for
the Central Government to take proactive measures
to address the issue of misleading advertising in the
healthcare sector. Strict enforcement of existing laws
and regulations, coupled with regular advisories to
stakeholders, can serve as deterrents against unethical
behavior. Ultimately, the health and well-being of the
public should remain paramount, and any attempt to
prioritize financial gains over ethical considerations
must be met with swift and decisive action.

| GUEST VIEW |

India’s Resilience:
Dispelling Notions of
Constitutional Peril

he notion that India and its Constitution are

under threat lacks substantial evidence. Genu-

ine peril for a nation arises from compromised
borders, external aggression, internal turmoil, or a
breakdown of law and order—conditions absent in
India presently. India has fortified its defense capa-
bilities, projecting strength and security regionally.
Its foreign policy exhibits
resilience and pragmatism,
steering clear of undue
pressure. Even amidst crises
like the COVID-19 pandemic,
the government ensures food
security and social welfare,
upholding democratic princi-
ples. India’s economy thrives,
garnering global acclaim
for its progress and growth
trajectory. The Constitution
remains a robust framework,
safeguarding citizens’ rights through fair elections
and orderly power transitions. With unity under one
flag and constitution, India stands tall as the world’s
largest democracy, dispelling notions of imminent
danger. Claims of impending peril overlook India’s
resilient institutions and democratic ethos. The
nation’s commitment to upholding the rule of law and
preserving democratic values remains unwavering,
countering narratives of crisis and instability.

Dr.Krishna Kumar
vepakomma

scape of global politics,

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s leadership has been a
beacon of stability and prog-
ress for India. As he unveiled
the Sankalp Patra of his party,
he emphasized the crucial
need for a stable govern-
ment capable of fulfilling the
aspirations of its people and
contributing to global recov-
ery efforts, particularly in the
wake of the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

India’s response to the
pandemic under Modi’s lead-
ership was nothing short of
remarkable. Despite initial
skepticism from the West,
India emerged as a global
leader in vaccine manufac-
turing, showcasing its self-re-
liance and  humanitarian
values. Modi’s emphasis on
initiatives like “Vocal for Local’
and ‘Make in India’ revital-
ized the manufacturing sec-
tor, leading to unprecedented
growth and resilience, even
amid the pandemic-induced
economic downturn. India’s
vaccine diplomacy, exempli-
fied by initiatives like “Vaccine
Maitri,” underscored its com-

In the tumultuous land-

mitment to global solidarity
and cooperation.

Modi’s journey in national
politics since 2014 has been
transformative, challenging
conventional wisdom and
ushering in a new era of gov-
ernance. Amid doubts about
the efficacy of multiparty
democracy, Modi’s decisive
leadership and  visionary
agenda reshaped the political
landscape. His government’s
bold initiatives, from demon-
etization to the introduction
of the Goods and Services Tax
(GST), stirred debates and
controversies but ultimately
propelled India towards eco-
nomic modernization and
transparency.

Critics may point to the
challenges and controver-
sies that accompanied Modi’s
tenure, but the undeniable
impact of his policies cannot
be overlooked. Initiatives like
opening nearly 50 crore new
bank accounts and construct-
ing 12 crore toilets across the
country have transformed the
lives of millions, especially
women and marginalized
communities. Modi’s com-
mitment to transparency and
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accountability is evident in his
government’s efforts to slash
intermediaries and establish a
more inclusive and accessible
governance system.

One of Modi’s most signifi-
cant achievements has been
his handling of sensitive geo-
political issues, particularly in
Jammu and Kashmir. His deci-
sion to abrogate Article 370 and
bifurcate the state for admin-
istrative ease, though contro-
versial, has ushered in a new
era of peace and development
in the region. Along India’s
borders, Modi’s government
has demonstrated unwaver-
ing resolve in defending the
nation’s interests, whether
against China’s belligerence
in the Doklam sector or Paki-
stan-sponsored terrorism.

Modi’'s  vision  extends
beyond India’s borders, as evi-
denced by his efforts to pro-
mote global peace and unity.
His leadership during India’s
G20 Presidency and diplo-
matic engagements with world
leaders have positioned India
as a responsible global actor
committed to fostering coop-
eration and stability. The con-
struction of the Ram temple

at Ayodhya symbolizes India’s
cultural resurgence under
Modi’s leadership, transcend-
ing politics and uniting the
nation under a shared heri-
tage.

As India stands at the
threshold of a new era, Modi’s
leadership remains pivotal in
shaping its future trajectory.
Despite facing criticism and
opposition, his unwavering
commitment to India’s prog-
ress and development contin-
ues to inspire confidence and
optimism. With the opposi-
tion fragmented and unable to
match Modi’s vision and pop-
ularity, the path ahead seems
firmly guided by his leader-
ship.

In conclusion, Narendra
Modi’s decade of leadership
has been marked by trans-
formative change, strategic
governance, and unwavering
commitment to India’s wel-
fare. His journey from a con-
troversial figure to a states-
man has left an indelible mark
on India’s socio-economic
fabric, shaping its destiny and
inspiring future generations
to strive for excellence and
innovation.

India’s Impact Investment Change

Impact investment in India blends financial goals with societal needs, fostering sustainable
growth by addressing pressing challenges through innovative solutions guided by the SDGs.

A
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Prof. B. D.
Mishra

|

Professor, Depart-
ment of Manage-
ment Studies, Guru
Ghasidas Vishwav-
idyalaya, Bilaspur.

financial landscape has

shifted towards invest-
ments that yield profits while
fostering positive societal and
environmental change. This
transformation, epitomized by
impact investment, has gained
momentum worldwide. At
its core lies the framework of
the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs), comprising 17
objectives aimed at address-
ing global challenges like pov-
erty, inequality, and climate
change. These goals guide
investors towards opportuni-
ties that promote a more sus-
tainable and equitable world.
India, with its vast population
and diverse challenges, reso-
nates strongly with the con-
cept of impact investment.
Tackling issues such as pov-
erty, healthcare accessibility,
and environmental degrada-
tion is critical in India, making
impact investment a compel-
ling approach. By directing
capital into ventures that
deliver measurable social and
environmental benefits along-
side financial returns, impact
investment holds the prom-
ise of catalyzing significant
change across the nation.

A key driver of impact
investment in India is the
Securities and  Exchange
Board of India (SEBI), the reg-

In recent years, the global

ulatory authority overseeing
the country’s capital markets.
SEBI has taken proactive steps
to promote impact investing,
such as introducing guide-
lines for issuing green bonds
in 2019. These bonds finance
projects with environmental
benefits like renewable energy
and clean transportation,
ensuring transparency and
accountability in fund utiliza-
tion. Additionally, SEBI has
mandated listed companies to
disclose their Environmental,
Social, and Governance (ESG)
performance as part of their

YOURLETTERS

Tree cover loss

India faces an annual loss of 200 hectares
of tree cover, releasing 50 million tonnes of
CO2. Leading the toll are Odisha, Arunachal
Pradesh, Nagaland, Assam, and Meghalaya.
This loss encompasses more than
deforestation, including logging, wildfires,
disease, and storms. Remote sensing tech-
niques aid in monitoring and safeguarding
forests. Addressing this crisis requires the
establishment of dedicated forest corridors
and the promotion of agroforestry practices
to mitigate the impact and ensure sustain-

able management.

India’s embrace of impact investment offers hope for tackling pressing

annual reporting, fostering
transparency and encouraging
sustainability integration into
business strategies.

Beyond regulatory efforts,
there is growing momentum
among Indian businesses and
investors to embrace impact
investing as a strategy for sus-
tainable growth and social
impact. Entrepreneurs are
integrating social and envi-
ronmental goals into their
business models, recognizing
the potential to create value
for investors and society. Insti-
tutional investors, including

societal and environmental challenges.| Photo: AP

banks and asset managers,
are exploring impact invest-
ment opportunities as part of
their commitment to sustain-
ability. Impact investment in
India spans various sectors,
addressing urgent societal
needs like healthcare in rural
areas and sustainable agri-
culture among smallholder
farmers.A distinguishing fea-
ture of impact investing is
its focus on measuring and
reporting social and environ-
mental outcomes alongside
financial performance. Impact
investors use metrics like jobs

Constitutional stability

Despite recent assertions, India’s constitu-
tional integrity stands firm. Bolstered by a
robust military and stable governance, the
nation remains secure. There’s no crisis of
hunger or anarchy, with the judiciary oper-
ating independently. India’s foreign pol-
icy exhibits strength, and government aid
reaches the needy. Overall, India emerges
as stronger, safer, and more developed, with
no imminent threats to its constitutional
fabric. Concerns propagated about the
nation’s stability seem unfounded in light of

its current state.

Dr Ganapathi Bhat, Akola

Yash Pal Ralhan, Jalandhar
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created, carbon emissions

reduced, and lives improved
to assess the effectiveness of
their investments. This quan-

tification enables informed
decision-making, progress
monitoring, and effective

communication of impact to
stakeholders. Looking ahead,
scaling impact investment
in India requires collabora-
tion among stakeholders and
overcoming barriers like reg-
ulatory complexity and lim-
ited access to capital. Raising
awareness and building capac-
ity among investors and entre-
preneurs, especially in under-
served regions, is essential for
nurturing an inclusive impact
investment ecosystem.

Aligning financial invest-
ments with impact objectives
presents significant potential
for driving positive change in
India. By embracing impact
investing principles and
integrating sustainability
into investment decisions,
investors can achieve attrac-
tive financial returns while
contributing to the SDGs
and societal well-being. With
support from SEBI, grow-
ing interest from businesses
and investors, and a diverse
range of impactful oppor-
tunities, India is poised to
emerge as a leading hub for
impact investment.
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SBI Chairman Dinesh Khara with SBI Card MD & CEO Abhijit Chakravorty during the launch of SBI Card, in Mumbai, Tuesday. | Photo: PTI

India granted over 11akh patents
in FY24, says Unnat Pandit

Pandit emphasised that India needs to strengthen its Intellectual Property position.
“Year over year, the IP filing is increasing, in 2023-24 we got 90,300 patent filings.

Press Trust Of India

NEW  DELHI: India
granted 1.03 lakh patents
in financial year 2023-
24, Controller General
of Patents, Designs and
Trademarks Unnat Pan-
dit said on Thursday, as
he assured that there will
be “no delay” in the Intel-
lectual Property Office
as it prioritises timely
clearance of applications.
Addressing an Assocham
event here, he shared

that 40 per cent of the
applications were dis-
posed of within 30 months
of the request for exami-
nation. 250 patents were
granted. “We are going
to have no delay in the IP
office, that’s the motive
with which we have that
IP should be granted and
under Chapter 8 of the Act
it should also be utilised by
the applicant, that will gen-
erate the economic value
of IP,” Pandit said. “All the
pendency got cleared so

250

® There will be “no
delay” in the Intellectual
Property Office as

it prioritises timely
clearance of applications

® In 2023, an all-time
high of 90,300 patent
applications were
received.

now whatever application
which is going to come for
examination or hearing
will be within the period of
30-36 months. So there is
no delay which is going to
happen now,” he said on
the sidelines of the event.
Pandit emphasised that
India needs to strengthen
its Intellectual Property
position. “Year over year,
the IP filing is increasing,
in 2023-24 we got 90,300
patent filings. There is
enough traction on not

just development of sci-
ence and technology but
equally protection and
this high number of pat-
ent filing shows the confi-
dence of research on get-
ting it commercialised in
the Indian economy,” he
said. The commerce and
industry ministry had ear-
lier said every 6 minutes
one technology is seeking
IP protection in India. In
2023, an all-time high of
90,300 patent applica-
tions were received.

ITC plans

to open

more hotels
overseas: CMD
Sanjiv Puri

COLOMBO: India’s diver-
sified entity ITC plans to
open more hotels over-
seas with neighbouring
countries and the Middle
East as primary target
markets after opening
of its first international
property here, company
Chairman and Managing
Director Sanjiv Puri said
on Thursday. The com-
pany’s arm ITC Hotels,
which had opened 22
new properties in the last
24 months, plans to add
another 70 hotels in the
next five years in India as
part of expansion plans
in the hospitality sector.
Besides the hotels busi-
ness, the company will
look for opportunities to
expand the presence of
FMCG and other verticals
in new overseas markets
as well.

“We are open to explor-
ing opportunities that
come about. I think we
have strong credentials in
hospitality.”

Press Trust Of India

The bank’s net
profit grew 17 per
cent as compared to
Rs 6,071 crore earn-
ings recorded in the
preceding quarter
of FY24.

MUMBAI:  Axis Bank
reported a consolidated
net profit of Rs 7,599
crore during March 2024
quarter, but expressed
concerns over deposit
accretion in the new
fiscal. On a standalone
basis, it reported a net
profit of Rs 7,130 crore
in the January-March
period.

The bank had posted
a loss in the year-ago
period as a result of the
impact of the acquisi-
tion of Citi’s retail busi-
ness. Sequentially, the
bank’s net profit grew 17
per cent as compared to
Rs 6,071 crore earnings

| QUARTERLY RESULT |

Axis Bank posts Q4 net
profit at Rs 7,599 crore

FACTFILE

® AXis Bank added
475 branches in FY24
and its total network
now stands at 5,377
branches.

® It had over 1.04 lakh
employees as of March
2024. The overall
capital adequacy stood
at 16.63 per cent

recorded in the preced-
ing quarter of FY24.
In the entire FY24, the
bank’s net profit zoomed
to Rs 24,861.43 crore
from Rs 9,579.68 crore.

During the report-
ing quarter, its core
net interest income

grew 11 per cent to Rs
13,089 crore. Advances
rose 14 per cent while
the net interest margin
expanded by 0.05 per

Axis Bank Managing Director & CEO Amitabh Choudhary | Photo: PTI

cent to 4.06 per cent.
Axis Bank’s managing
director and chief exec-
utive Amitabh Chaud-
hry told reporters that
he sees deposit growth
to remain a constraint
and liquidity being tight
going ahead as well. Its
overall deposit growth
came at 16 per cent, but
the credit-to-deposit
ratio came at a high of
over 90 per cent.

| PRICE HIKE |

Audi to hike vehicle prices by up to 2 pc from Fune

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: German auto-
maker Audi on Thursday
said it will hike prices of
its model range in India
by up to 2 per cent from
June, in order to offset the
impact of rising input and
transportation costs. The
price hike will be effec-
tive from June 01, 2024,
the automaker said in a
statement. “Rising input

costs are compelling us
to increase prices by up
to 2 per cent effective
June 1, 2024,” Audi India
Head Balbir Singh Dhillon
said. The price correc-
tion aims to ensure sus-
tainable growth for the
automaker and its dealer
partners, he added. “It’s
our endeavour that the
impact of rising costs is
as minimal as possible for
our customers,” Dhillon

said. Audi India retailed
7,027 units in FY24 post-
ing an overall 33 per cent
sales growth. The com-
pany sells models like A4,
Q3, Q5, RS Q8 in India.
The company also offers
a wide range of premium
electric cars including
Audi Q8 55 e-tron, Audi
Q8 Sportback 50 e-tron,
Audi Q8 Sportback 55
e-tron, Audi e-tron GT
and Audi RS e-tron GT.

ances in new market segments”.

09
Al offers remarkable
opportunity for India
- Savi Soin,
‘A Qualcomm India President
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Q4 RESULT INDICATORS
IHCL PAT rises 29% Share MARKETS
to Rs 438 crore, total Market Close _%chg
. Sensex: 74,339.44  +0.66 ?
income at Rs 1.951 crore e o035 075 2
MUMBAI: The Indian Hotels Company | Nifty, MidCap 50,228.50 +0.47 A
Ltd (IHCL) on Wednesday reported a | niftysmalicap 1688650 +084 7
29.36 per cent growth in consolidated Nifty Bank 4849495 +063 A
profit after tax to Rs 438.33 crore in the Closing rates as on Apr 25, 2024 at 5;30p.m. (IST)
fourth quarter ended March 2024. The
hospitality company had reported a Profit | Forex RATES
After Tax (PAT) of Rs 338.84 crore in the | goreign currency Vs Rupee
year-ago period. For the financial year UG Balkr 65 »
2023-24, THCL reported a consolidated '
PAT of Rs 1,330.24 crore as against Rs | EUr© 89.34 2
1,052.83 crore in the previous fiscal. Chinese Yuan 11.49 p

Its total income rose to Rs 1,951.46 | UAE Dirham 22.68 N
crore during the quarter under review, | poyictan Rupee 0.29 N
from Rs 1,654.54 crore in the correspond- )
. . . . Sri Lanka Rupee 0.28 ?
ing period of the previous year, according | ;. Apr 25, 2024
to a regulatory filing. However, its total '
expenses also increased to Rs 1,416.77 | World INDICES
crore as against Rs 1,254.52 crore a year | giock value %chg
ago. Puneet Chhatwal, Managing Director T
& CEO of IHCL, said, “With 53 signings in Dow Jones (US) 38,460.92 0.110/0 A]
FY2024, IHCL achieved a portfolio of 310 | FTSE 100Index 810175 +0.76% 2
hotels, enabled by attaining scale in each | Nikkei 225 (JPN) 37,628.48 -2.16%
of our brands and forming strategic alli- | €SI 300 (CHN) 3,530.28 +0.25% 2

Index at 05:30 p.m. {IST, Apr 25, 2024)

How markets behaved today
Markets extend gains for 5th session;
Sensex revisits 74,000 mark

Intra-day on April 25 2024

£

167.95
(0.75%)

Close:
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azmg;?r% l

Intra-day on April 25 2024
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74,339.04
L |
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Close:
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L.ow: 7355615

MUMBALI: Rising for the fifth straight
session, equity benchmark Sensex ral-
lied nearly 500 points to reclaim the
74,000 mark while the Nifty closed
above the 22,550 level on Thursday,
driven by heavy buying in banking,
financial and metal stocks. Recov-
ering after a sell-off in early trade,
the 30-share BSE Sensex climbed
486.50 points or 0.66 per cent to
settle at 74,339.44. During the day, it
surged 718.31 points or 0.97 per cent
to 74,571.25. The NSE Nifty advanced
167.95 points or 0.75 per cent to
22,570.35. From the Sensex basket,

Axis Bank jumped 6 per cent after
the company reported a consolidated
net profit of Rs 7,599 crore during the
March 2024 quarter. In Asian mar-
kets, Seoul and Tokyo settled lower
while Shanghai and Hong Kong ended
in the positive territory. European
markets were trading on a mixed note.

Major Gainers: SBI, NTPC, Nestle,
Sun Pharma, JSW Steel, ITC, M&M and
HCL Tech.

Major Losers: Hindustan Unilever,
Titan, Bajaj Finance, Maruti and Asian
Paints.

REAL GROSS DOMESTIC
PRODUCT GROWTH IN INDIA

Z24%  6.33%

6.29%

The Day’s
NUMBERS
9.05%
From 2021 to 2024
(compared to previous
years)
2021

Source: Statista

2023

2022 2024

ROAMING PACKS
Airtel unveils affordable

International Roaming
packs for customers

NEW DELHI: Bharti Airtel, one of India’s
leading telecommunications service pro-
viders, unveiled affordable international
roaming packs for customers travelling
abroad. The new packs include access
to 184 countries and the tariffs start at
as low as Rs. 133/day, making them an
affordable option even when compared
to local sims. In addition, they offer
enhanced data benefits, in- flight con-
nectivity and 24x7 contact centre sup-
port. To make things as convenient as
possible, Airtel has also ensured that cus-
tomers travelling to these 184 countries
no longer need subscribe to multiple
packs for various travel destinations and
have the convenience to simply choose
the duration of travel and enjoy seam-
less connectivity anywhere in the world
through one single pack; and do this in
the most affordable manner. Amit Tripa-
thi - Director - Customer Experience and
Marketing, Bharti Airtel, said, “At Airtel,
our mission is to solve customer prob-
lems and offer greater convenience. PTI

BULLION MARKET

Gold slips Rs 110; silver
jumps Rs 350 amid a
decline in metal rates

NEW DELHI: Gold price on Thursday
slipped Rs 110 to Rs 72,500 per 10
grams in the national capital amid a
decline in the precious metal rates
globally, according to HDFC Secu-
rities. In the previous session, the
yellow metal had ended at Rs 72,610
per 10 grams. However, silver prices
bounced Rs 350 to Rs 84,100 per kg.
It had closed at Rs 83,750 per kg in the
previous close. “Spot gold prices (24
carats) in the Delhi markets are trad-
ing at Rs 72,500 per 10 grams, down
by Rs 110 against the previous close,”
Saumil Gandhi, Senior Analyst of Com-
modities at HDFC Securities, said. PTI
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gross injustice
Mamata Banerjee
CM, West Bengal

Bengal school jobs verdict

Press Trust Of India

KOTTAYAM: Kottayam Dis-
trict Collector V Vignesh-
wari, who is also the
District Election Officer
for the Kottayam parlia-
mentary  constituency,
is pursuing a distinctive
mission. Her focus is
on rallying support for
increased voter participa-
tion in the polls on April
26 in Kerala.

“Friday is our voting
day. Don’t forget to come
and cast your votes,”
Vigneshwari  appealed
to passengers in a bus
parked at a private bus
stand at Nagampadam
here on Thursday.

Curious  passengers
stood up as the 2015-
batch IAS officer boarded
the bus, making an
appeal for their participa-
tion in the poll process.

They respectfully nod-
ded positively, accept-
ing a card pinned with a
candy provided by the
collector.

“Children, please tell
your parents to cast their
votes,” she told children
sitting on seats in the bus
filled to capacity with
passengers.

“What is in it (the
card)?,” she asked the
children after giving it
to them, and told them,
“Tell father, mother, and

Residents of Kerala arrive from Gulf countries at the Kochi Int'l Airport, in Kochi. | PTI PHOTO

Woman Collector urges
people to vote on election day

A district information officer said the district administration implemented the
programme, whereby the district collector would urge voters to exercise their rights

HIGHLIGHT

® Curious passengers
stood up as the
2015-batch IAS officer
boarded the bus

® People respectfully
nodded positively,
accepting a card pinned
with a candy provided
by the collector

friends to vote for the
person they want as their
MP.”

She then proceeded
towards the shops in the
bus stand, making similar
appeals.

“Have you reached
voting age?,” she asked

a group of girl students
waiting for their bus.

When they answered
“yes,” she said, “So,
please don’t forget to
vote tomorrow. You all
are the backbone of our
democracy. You may be
first-time voters. Please
cast your votes.”

Later, talking to
reporters, Vigneshwari
said, “This is the festival
of democracy, and we are
inviting all to participate
in it. So, all of us should
cast our votes, spending
an hour of our time.”

She added: “All votes
are valuable. That is
why we are individually
impressing upon them

the value of their votes,”
she said.

A district information
officer said the district
administration imple-
mented the programme,
whereby the district col-
lector would urge voters
to exercise their fran-
chise, in collaboration
with the Private Bus Own-
ers Association.

A total of 194 contes-
tants in 20 Lok Sabha
seats are vying for voters’
support as Kerala goes to
the polls on Friday, after
over a month-long fierce
campaign by the CPI(M)-
led ruling LDF, Con-
gress-headed UDF, and
the BJP-led NDA.

Ice cream
vendor
stabbed to
death near
India Gate

NEW DELHI: An ice cream
vendor was stabbed to
death near India Gate in
the high-security area in
central Delhi on Wednes-
day night in what police
suspect was a crime
related to a love triangle.
The police arrested the
accused from Noida in
the early hours of Thurs-
day, an official said. The
victim, identified as Prab-
hat (25), was standing
near his ice cream cart
when he was attacked by
Ajay alias Akshay at the
C-Hexagon of India Gate
at around 9 pm. Pass-
ersby informed the police
after they saw Prabhat
lying on the ground in
an unconscious state, the
police official said. DCP
Devesh Mahla said due to
the sensitivity of the case,
around 12 police teams
were formed.

Press Trust Of India

This program
anticipates the surge
in passenger traffic
during the sum-

mer months. Indian
Railways recognizes
the challenges faced
by those traveling in
unreserved compart-
ments (General Class
Coaches), who may
not always have access
to convenient and
budget-friendly meal
options.

BHUBANESWAR: Great
news for budget-con-
scious travelers! Indian
Railways along with
Indian Railways Catering
and Tourism Corporation
(IRCTC) is stepping up to

| PASSENGER CONVENIENCE |

ECoR to provide economy
meals at 9 important stations

bl R8=£0U0= (iiey, i

W encal Type-2 ¢ |

FACTFILE

® Railways has
significantly expanded
the program, with
counters now
operational at over
100 stations

A vendor selling economy meal at Khurda Road station.

serve passengers, particu-
larly those in unreserved
coaches, with a new ini-
tiative offering hygienic
meals and snacks at
affordable prices. This
program anticipates the
surge in passenger traf-
fic during the summer

months. Indian Railways
recognizes the challenges
faced by those traveling
in unreserved compart-
ments (General Class
Coaches), who may not
always have access to
convenient and budget-
friendly meal options.

| COMMISSIONED |

112 medical graduales laken into armed [orces

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: A total of 112
medical graduates of the
58th batch of the Armed
Forces Medical College
(AFMC), Pune, have been
commissioned into the
armed forces, officials on
Thursday said.

Of these 112 cadets
commissioned into the
Armed Forces Medical
Services, 87 are Gentle-

men Cadets and 25 are
Lady Cadets. 81 of them
were commissioned into
the Army, 10 commis-
sioned into the Navy and
14 commissioned into
the Indian Air Force, the
Defence Ministry said in a
statement.

“In a spectacular
ceremony one hundred
and twelve medical
graduates of the 58th
batch of the Armed

o0

The cadets
performed
exceptionally
well in the MUHS
winter 2023
examinations

Lt Gen Daljit Singh
DGAFMS

Forces Medical College,
Pune, were commis-
sioned into the Indian
Armed Forces on April
25 at Capt Devashish
Sharma, Kirti Chakra
Parade Ground, AFMC,”
the ministry said.

The chief guest at the
ceremony was Director
(DGAFMS) and Senior
Colonel Commandant,
Army Medical Corps, Lt
Gen Daljit Singh.

Briefs
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MISHAP
Portion of NH-313 caves in

due to landslide triggered
by rain in Arunachal

ITANAGAR: A portion of National
Highway-313 caved in due to a land-
slide, triggered by incessant rain in
Arunachal Pradesh for the past few
days, disrupting traffic movement, an
official said on Thursday.

Surface communication to Dibang
Valley district in the northeastern
state snapped after the vital highway
stretch, connecting Roing in Lower
Dibang Valley with Anini, around 83
kilometres away from the India-China
border, was damaged.

The road between Hunli and Anini,
the Dibang Valley district headquar-
ters, was damaged due to the land-
slide on Wednesday night, leaving the
border district isolated from the main-
land, he said. “The district administra-
tion has deployed workers and ade-
quate machinery to repair the road on
a war footing. PTI

INVESTIGATION

Maharashtra cyber
cell summons actor
Tamannaah Bhatia

MUMBAI: Maharashtra cyber cell has
summoned actor Tamannaah Bhatia
in connection with the alleged promo-
tion of the viewing of IPL matches on a
subsidiary app of the Mahadev online
gaming and betting application, offi-
cials said on Thursday. The actor
has been asked to appear before the
Maharashtra cyber personnel on April
29, a senior police official said. Bhatia
has been summoned for allegedly pro-
moting the viewing of the IPL. PTI

From around the web on India
Maharashtra Bhavan will be built in
Kashmir, asserts C

AMRAVATI: Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde has asserted
that a Maharashtra Bhavan will be
built in Jammu and Kashmir and with
the Centre’s support, no one will dare
to oppose it.

Speaking at a rally in Maharash-
tra’s Amravati district on Wednes-
day, Shinde claimed that National
Conference leader Omar Abdullah
has opposed the construction of the
Maharashtra Bhavan in Kashmir.

“The state government has received
land in Kashmir for building the
Maharashtra Bhavan. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah are with us. So no one

M Shinde at a rally

will dare to oppose it,” the CM said.

CM Shinde last year requested
Jammu and Kashmir Lt Governor
Manoj Sinha for a land parcel to con-
struct the Maharashtra Bhavan to pro-
vide accommodations and facilities for
tourists and officials from the state vis-
iting the Valley. The Maharashtra cab-
inet last month approved a proposal
to construct the Maharashtra Bhavan,
clearing the decks for the first state-
run guest house to come up in the Val-
ley since the abrogation of Article 370.
The Union Territory administration’s
revenue department has identified
land measuring 20 kanals (about 2.5
acres) in the Ichgam area.

The Day’s
NUMBERS

UNEMPLOYMENT RATE IN INDIA
(IN %)

arvan [ 57

Haryana has
the highest
unemploy-
ment rate

RasasTHAN [ 255
eitiaR [ 151
JHARKHAND _ 18

JAMMU AND KASHMIR _ 14.8

CHHATTISGARH _ 3.4

Source: Statista

CRIME

JD(U) leader Saurav shot
dead by motorcycle-
borne assailants

PATNA: A JD(U) leader was shot dead
by motorcycle-borne assailants in Pun-
pun area on the outskirts of Bihar’s
Patna, police said on Thursday.

The deceased has been identified as
Saurav Kumar. Another person accom-
panying him, Munmun Kumar, was
injured in the firing, they said.

“The incident took place around
12.15 am on Thursday when Saurav
along with Munmun were returning
from a wedding ceremony. The assail-
ants fired at them and fled. A search
operation has been launched to nab
the culprits,” said Kanhaiya Singh,
SDPO, Masaurhi (Patna).

Both of them were taken to the
nearest hospital, where Saurav Kumar
succumbed to his injuries. The condi-
tion of the injured person is now sta-
ble, Singh said. “We have constituted
a special team to investigate the case.
We have also got certain preliminary
leads...” SSP (Patna) Rajeev Mishra
told PTL. PTI

TRIBUTE
Yakshagana exponent

Subrahmanya
Dhareshwar passes away

KUNDAPUR: Yakshagana thespian
Subrahmanya Dhareshwar (67), who
had earned the fame of ‘Bhagavata
Shrestha’ for his scintillating voice,
passed away on Thursday in Benga-
luru. Family sources said the end came
at his son’s house in Bengaluru in the
morning following a brief illness.

He is survived by his wife, son and
a daughter.

He was revered for filling the vac-
uum that arose after the departure
of Kalinga Navada, who had created
a new wave in Yakshagana in Bad-
guthittu version. PTI
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Cong-SP alliance in UP based
on ‘appeasement’: PM Modi

Prime Minister repeated charges against the Congress on “redistribution” of wealth

Press Trust Of India

AGRA: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Thurs-
day said the Congress-Sa-
majwadi Party alliance in
Uttar Pradesh was based
on a “policy of appease-
ment”, and its leaders
wanted to snatch the
rights of the OBC through
the back door. Address-
ing an election rally in
Agra, the prime minister
repeated charges against
the Congress on “redis-
tribution” of wealth and
even depriving people of
their inheritance.

“They have their eyes
on the savings of moth-
ers and sisters. But I am
standing as your watch-
man to make the moth-
ers and sisters maintain
their claim on their prop-
erty,” Modi said, invoking
the term “chowkidar”
he has used for himself
in the past. He said the
Constitution doesn’t
allow reservation on the
basis of religion. “But
the Congress insults the
Constitution by advocat-
ing this. The Congress is
determined to steal from
the OBC (Other Backward
Classes) quota to provide
reservation based on reli-
gion,” Modi said.

“The policy of
appeasement divided
the country but we are
ending ‘tushtikaran’
(appeasement) and work-

ing for ‘santushtikaran’
(satisfying people),” he
added. He attacked the
opposition alliance in
Uttar Pradesh, referring
indirectly to Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi and
Samajwadi Party presi-
dent Akhilesh Yadav.
“The friendship
between the two boys in
UP is based on politics of
appeasement,” he said.
“Both talk of the OBC
in their speeches but they
want to snatch away their
rights from the back door
and strengthen their
(own) vote bank,” he said.

DHARAMSHALA: Rajat
Kumar (22) from Kangra
district has topped the
Combined Defence Ser-
vices (CDS II) 2023 exami-
nation. The result of the
examination, which is
conducted by the Union
Public Service Commis-
sion (UPSC) for admis-
sion to Indian Military
Academy, Indian Naval
Academy and Air Force
Academy, was declared

‘_.. 1"..'_'t_.__.,.-- -'

PM Modi during a public meeting for LS elections, in Aonla, UP.

Himachal Pradesh’s Rajat
Kumar tops CDS examination

HIGHLIGHT

® Kumar's father,
Pradeep Kumar, is a
postman

® He did not take any
formal coaching for
CDS exam

on Monday.
Kumar hails from
Shahpur area of Kan-

gra district. His father,
Pradeep Kumar, is a
postman, while his
mother, Baby Devi, is a
homemaker. He did not
take any formal coach-
ing for the CDS exam
and had also topped his
BA examination with
82 per cent at Govern-
ment College Shahpur
last year. Kumar’s fam-
ily members are elated
with his success.

Modi’s steadfast
adherence to lies,
alleges Congress

Press Trust Of India

“Every time he
opens his mouth to
speak, the Prime
Minister provides
fresh evidence of his
meanness, pettiness,
and his steadfast
adherence to lies,”
Ramesh said.

NEW DELHI: The Con-
gress on Thursday termed
as “lies” Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s remarks
that former PM Rajiv Gan-
dhi had abolished inheri-
tance tax after his mother
Indira Gandhi’s death to
save her wealth from going
to the government, as it
cited then finance min-
ister’s budget speech on
abolition of the estate duty.
Addressing an election
rally in Madhya Pradesh’s
Morena city, Modi also said
that after benefitting from
it, the Congress now wants
to impose inheritance tax
again on the people of
the country. If the Con-
gress comes to power, it
will snatch more than half
of the earnings of people
through inheritance tax,
he said.

Hitting back at the
prime minister, Congress
general secretary Jairam
Ramesh said on X, “Yes-
terday the PM claimed
that @INCIndia wanted
to impose an Inheritance
Tax. Once it became clear
that it was actually the
BJP that has been prop-
agating an Inheritance

Tax, he switched lanes.”
“Once again, his lies
stand unraveled. Here
is the paragraph from
then-Finance Minister VP
Singh’s budget speech of
March 16th, 1985, which
proposed the abolition of
estate duty. Paragraph 88
of the speech states the
reasons clearly,” Ramesh
said and shared an
excerpt from the speech.
“As both wealth-tax
and estate duty laws
apply to the property
of a person, the former

FASTFACTS

@ Indira Gandhi gave
away her ancestral
property in 1970

® Congress insisted
that it favours a socio-
economic caste census

applying to his property
before death and the lat-
ter after his death, the
existence of two sepa-
rate laws with reference
to the same property
amounts to procedural
harassment to the tax-
payers and the heirs of
the deceased who have
to comply with the pro-
visions of two different
laws,” Singh had said,
according to the excerpt
of his speech shared by
Ramesh.

While the yield from
estate duty is only about
Rs 20 crore, its cost of
administration is rela-
tively high, he had noted.

NEWSLINE

CHANDIGARH

Will work to
ensure B¥P’s
viclory in

all LS seats

NEW DELHI: Haryana BJP
leader Kuldeep Bishnoi

on Thursday refuted
reports that he was upset
over being denied a Lok
Sabha ticket from Hisar
and asserted that he will
put in his “best efforts”
to ensure the party’s vic-
tory in all 10 seats in the
state. Haryana Chief Min-
ister Nayab Singh Saini
on Thursday met Bishnoi
and his family over break-
fast in Delhi. In a post
in Hindi on X, Bishnoi
said during the meeting,
“There was a detailed
positive discussion on
many topics including the
Lok Sabha elections”.

THANE

Three booked for
duping developer
of Rs 42 lakh

THANE: The police in
Maharashtra’s  Thane
district have registered
a case against a couple
and their son for alleg-
edly cheating a builder
of nearly Rs 42 lakh
over the sale of land, an

official said on Thurs-

Press Trust Of India

After meeting

her daughter and
spending a few
hours with her in
prison, the mother,
Prema Kumari, in a
video message said
she was not sure she
would be able to see
Priya

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM:
It was an emotional
reunion between
Nimisha Priya, who is on
a death row in Yemen for
killing a Yemeni national,
and her mother who met
her daughter in a Yemeni
prison on April 24 after
over 11 years.

After meeting her
daughter and spending
a few hours with her
in prison, the mother,

FASTFACTS

® Yemen’s SC on Nov13
last year dismissed

the appeal of Nimisha
Priya

® Priya is convicted of
murdering Talal Abdo
Mahdi, in July 2017

| RARE OCCASION |

Emotional reunion between Nimisha Priya and mother

Nimisha Priya (R) and har mother Kumari (L)

message said she was
not sure she would be
able to see Priya. “How-
ever, my fears were mis-
placed. I got to meet
her. The moment she

saw me, she came run-
ning to me, calling me
mummy and hugged me.
We both cried,” Kumari
said. She said that Priya
told her not to cry and to

be happy and that every-
thing will work out fine.
“Then she too started
crying. We hugged each
other and cried.

I was seeing her after
so many years. The last
time I saw her was when I
married her off,” Kumari
said. She said the two of
them spent a few hours
together in the prison
and had food together.

“There are women
of all ages in the prison,
and for them, Nimisha is
an essential part of their
lives. They all came and
hugged and kissed me,”
she said. Kumari said
thanks to God’s mercy
and the kindness of the
Yemeni government, her
daughter was fine.

Her visit to the Arab

nation was facilitated by
the Save Nimisha Priya
international council.
Kumari was allowed to
go to Yemen by the Delhi
High Court in Decem-
ber last year to negotiate

day. In his complaint,
the 27-year-old builder,
who lives in the Bhi-
wandi area.
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reportedly also given her
a last option of escaping
the gallows by securing a
pardon from the victim’s
family after paying blood
money.
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about blood money with
the victim’s family and
save her daughter from
the gallows.

The permission came
on a plea moved by her in
the High Court for being
allowed to go to the West
Asian country. Yemen’s
Supreme Court had on
November 13 last year
dismissed the appeal
of Nimisha Priya, who
was working as a nurse
in the west Asian coun-
try, against her death
sentence. The Supreme
Court in Yemen had
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(1) Tander Notice No. E-R-T-18-24-25
Date: 22.04.2024
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Name of Work : Through Formation
Treatment Renewal for 36,74 kms
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™ Raipur Branch, Ground Floor, Bhatia Complex,
ety Vidhansabha Road, Opp. Land Mark Hotel,

o gt cotisee  Pandird, Ralpur-492001. Chhattisgarh State.

E-mail: raipur@tmbank.in, Ph: 07712432076, 7225038883

POSSESSION NOTICE

{See Rule B (1)) (for immovable property)
Wheseas the undersigned being the Authonsed Officer of the Tamilnad Mercantle
Bank Limiled undar the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and
Enforcement of Security Infenest Act 2002 (54 of 2002) and in exercise of powers
conferred wunder Section 13 (12) read with mule 3 of the Security Inferest
{Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued a demand notloe dated 050272024 calling upon
the Borrower/MortgagoriGuarantor: 1. Mr. Ra Kishore Singh, S/o. Haridwar
Singh, House No32, Mear 51 Josaph School, Adarsh Nagar, Amlidih, Raipur-
452001, 2. Mrs. Kumud Singh, Wie. Raj Kishore Singh, Hotse No 32, Near 5L
Josaph School, Adarsh Nagar, Amlidih, Raipur-492001 1o repay the amaunt men-
tianed n the notica being Rs.13,77,201.65 (Rupees Thirteen Lakhs Seventy
Seven Thousand Two Hundred one Rupee and Paise Sixty Six only) as on
24012024 within 60 days from the dale of receipt of the said notice,
The barrower'gurantarsimonigagers having failed 1o repay the amount, notice is
hesnatry givan 1o the bomower, guarantor, mortgagor and the public in genaral that the
undarsigned has taken possession of the propery descrbed hanein balow in exer-
cise of powers confiarred on him/ her under Section 13 (4) of the sad Act read wilh
rule (8] of the Security Inerest Enforcement Rules 2002 on 23-04-2024
The: Borrower's! guararion’ maorgagors atention = hereby inviled % peovisions of sub-sec-
£ [8) of Secton 13 of the Act, i rezpect of time avasable b redesn the secured astets.
The bormower, guaraniors, morgagars in particulsr and the public in general s
hesaby cautioned ot io deal with the property and any dealings with the propesty
will be subject to the charge of the Tamilnad Mercantile Bank Ltd., Raipur Branch
for an amount of Rs.13,70,711.16 (Rupees Thirteen Lakhs Seventy Thousand
Seven Hundred Eleven and paise Sixteen Only) as on 22032024 wilh
subsequent interest and olher expenses (hereon,

DESCRIPTION OF THE IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES

All parts of residential land to the exient of 2425 sq.ft and house building consinect-
ed thereal to the exlent of 2574 Sq fi (G.F-114T+F F 114T+5 F-2680) situated al Part
of Kh, Mo, 151782 (Part}, PH Mo 69 Ward no 46, Amlidih, Raipur standing in the name
of Mr. Rajkishore Singh, Sio. Mr, Harldwar Singh.
Note; The above property is comman sacurity for ollowing loan kmits
* Owerdraft - Rs, 15.00 lakh availed by Ws. Kumud Construction,
* Overdraft - Rs. 25.00 lakh availed by Mis. Raj Construction,
Boundaries: Noeth: Land of Vanun Kumar Singh, South: Others Land, East: Road,
Wiest: Land of Smi, Shukla

Place: Raipur
Date: 23-04-2024

Sdl- Authorised Officer,
Tamilnad Mercantile Bank Ltd., Raipur Branch

e Raipur Branch, Ground Floor, Bhatia Complex,
Vidhansabha Road, Opp. Land Mark Hotel,
satsee  Pandird, Raipur-492001. Chhattisgarh State.
E- rmatl raipurfitmbank.in, Ph: 07712432076, 7225038883

POSSESSION NOTICE

[{See Rule 8 (1)) (for Imm-nvahlu prnpart]l}
Whereas the undersigned being the Authonsed Officer of the Taminad Mercantile
Bank Limited under the Securilization and Reconstruction of Financial Assels and
Enlorcement of Security Inferest Act 2002 (54 of 2002) and In exercise of powers
conferred wnder Section 13 (12} read with mle 3 of the Securty Inlenest
(Enforcement) Fules, 2002 ssued a demand notice dated 29-01-2024 calling upon
tha Bormower/MorigagoriGuarantor: 1. M's. Kumud Construction, Prop: Mrs.
Kumud Singh,Wio. Raj Kishore Singh, House No.32, Near 52, Josaph School,
Adarsh Nagar. Amiidib, Raipur-452001 2. Mrs. Kumud Singh, Wio. Raj Kishore
Singh, House No.32, Near St Joseph 3chool, Adarsh Magar, Amidih, Raipur-
482001, 3. Mr, Raj Kishore Singh Slo. Haridwar Singh, House No 32, Near 5t
Josaph School, Adarsh Nagar, Amlidh, Raipur-492001 1o repay the amount men-
tioned in the notioe beng Rs.15,54.935.18 (Rupees Fifteen lakh Fifty Four
Theusand Mine hunderd Thirty Five and Paise Eighteen only) as on 18012024
within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said notice.
The bormower/guranbors/marigagors having faied 1o repay the amounl, nolice =
heneby given lo the borowes, guarantor, morgagor and the publlic in general that the
uridersigned has taken possession of the property descrbed herain balow in exar-
cise of powers confiarred on him/ her under Section 13 (4] of the said Al read with
rule (8] of the Security Imerest Enforcement Rules 2002 on 23-04-2024
The: Bormower's/ guararior/ etfention is henshy imviled bo provisions of sub-sec-
fion (8) of Secton 13 of the Act, in respect of lime avaiable o redeem the secured atsets
The bormower, guarantors, morgagors in particular and the public in ganeral &
hereby cautioned not fo deal with the property and any dealings with the propesty
will be subject ba the charge of the Tamilnad Mercantile Bank Ltd., Raipur Branch
for an @mount of Rs,16,12,557 .66 (Rupees Sixteen Lakh Tweleve Thousand Five
Hundred Fifty Seven and Paise Sixty Eighty Only) &5 on 31-03-2024 wilh
subsequent inferest and other expenses thereon,

All parts of residential land to 1he exient of 2425 sq.ft and house buildng construct-
ad thereat o the exient of 2574 Sqfi (G.F-1147+F F. 1147+5 F-2680) stuated at Part
af Kh No. 151782 (Part), PH No 6% Ward Mo 48, Amiidil. Raipur standing in the name
of Mr. Rajkishore Singh, Sio. Mr. Haridwar Singh,

Hote: The abave property is comman securnty for following loan imits

* Overdraft - Rs. 25.00 lakh availed by Mis. Raj Construction,

® Home Loan- Rs, 16.00 Lakhs avaled by Mr. Re Kishar Singh & Mrs. Kumud
Singh, Boundaries: North: Land of Varun Kumar Singh, Sowth; Others Land, East:
Road, West: Land of Smt. Shukla,
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TAMILNAD MERCANTILE BANK LTD.
== Raipur Branch, Ground Floor, Bhatia Complex,
Vidhansabha Road, Opp. Land Mark Hotel,
Pandirl; Raipur-492001. Chhattisgarh State.
E rnall. nlpur‘.;'tmhank.in, Ph: 07712432076, 7225038883

POSSESSION NOTICE

[(See Rule 8 (1)) (for immovable property)
Wheseas ihe undersigned being the Authonsad Officer of the Tamined Mercantile
Bank Limied undar the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assats and
Enforcement of Security Interest Act 2002 (54 of 2002) and in exercise of powers
conferred wnder Section 13 (12) read with rule 3 of the Security Intenest
(Enforcement) Rules, 2002 ssued & demand notice dated 0502/2024 c-alllng upan
the BorrowerMortgagor/Guarantor: 1. Ws. Raj Construction, Prop: Mrs.Raj
Kishore Singh, Sio. Haridwar Singh, House Mo.32 Near 5t Joseph Schoci,
Adarsh Nagar, Amiidih, Raipur-492001. 2. Mr. Raj Kishore Singh, Slo. Haridwar
Singh, House MNo.32 Mear 51 Joseph School, Adarsh Magar, Amiidih,
Raipur-492001. 3. Mrs, Kumud Singh, Wio. Raj Kishore Singh, House Mo 32,
Mear 51 Joseph School, Adarsh MNagar, Amlidh, Repur-462001 to repay the
ameunt mentaned in the nolice being Rs.26,23,054.50 (Rupees Twenty Six lakh
Twenty Three Thousand Fifty Four and Paise Fifty only) as on 31-01-2024
within B0 days from the date of receipt of the said notice.
The bormowerigurantorsimonigagers having failed 10 repay the amount, notice &
heraby given to Ihe bomowes, guarantor, morgagor and the public in general thal the
undarsignied has taken possession of the propery describid henein balow in exar-
cis2 of powers confierred on him/ her under Saction 13 (4} of the sad Acl read with
ke (8] of the Security Imerest Enforcement Rules 2002 on 23-04-2024
The Bormower's! quaranion] morigagors attantion is hereby imad bo provisions of sub-sec-
fion (8) of Secton 13 of the Act, in respect of lime avaiable bo redeem the secured assets
The bormower, quaraniors, morgagars in particular and the public in ganeral is
hereby cautioned not lo deal with the property and any dealings with the property
will be subject to the charge of the Tamilnad Mercantile Bank Ltd., Raipur Branch
for an amouni of Rs.26,89813- (Rupees Tmﬂlg Six Lu-khs Eighty Nine
Theusand Eighty Hundred Thifteon Only) as on 31-03-2024 with smman:
interest and ofher expenses thereon

[ #]south East Centrsl Raitway (= @sscrall

DESCRIPTION OF THE IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES
All parts of residential land to the extent of 2425 2q.f and house bulding construct-
ed thersat fo the exient of 2574 Sqft (G.F-1147+FF 1147+5.F-280) siuated &t Parl
ol KhNo 15182 (Par), PH MoB9, Ward Mo.46, Amiidih, Ragpur standing in the
name of Mr, Rajkishore Singh, Sio. Mr. Haridwar Singh.
Note: The above propedty is common secunty for following loan lmits
= Overdraft - Rs, 15,00 lakh availed by W's.Kumud Construction,
* Home Loan- Rs. 16.00 Lekhs availed by Mr.Raj Kishor Singh & Mrs. Kumud Smgh
Boundaries: North: Land of Varun Kumar Singh, South: Others Land, East: Road
West: Land of Smi. Shukla

Sdi- Authorised Officer,
Tamilnad Mercantile Bank Ltd., Raipur Branch

| Place: Raipur
Date: 23-04-2024

Sdl- Authorised Offices,
Tamilnad Mercantile Bank Ltd,, Raipur Branch

Place: Ralpur
Date: 23-04-2024
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message to Imtiaz Ali sir telling

CENTRAL CHRONICLE’, Raipur, Friday, April 26, 2024

& Finally

I sent the picture and a

him, ‘Sir, please don’t take a
part away from me because of
the way I look. Because I know

I can transform.

Vidya Malavade

Actress

O°I''I'Watch

Thandiwe

newton joins
‘Wednesday’ $2

Thandiwe Newton joins
“Wednesday” season 2
cast on Netflix, joining

Jenna Ortega, Gwendoline
Christie, RikiLindhome,
and Jamie McShane. Cre-
ated by Alfred Gough and
Miles Millar, executive
produced by Tim Burton.

Pen studios releases
‘Kasoombo’ in hindi

Pen Studios to release
critically acclaimed
Gujarati blockbuster
“Kasoombo” in Hindi
nationwide on May 3.
Directed by VijaygiriBava,
the historical drama is a
tribute to ancestors’ valor.
Dr.JayantilalGada eagerly
anticipates its release.

NeutiGatlwza

NcutiGatwa, “Sex Edu-
cation” star, reflects on
the backlash he faced
after being cast as the
first Black actor to play
the lead role in “Doctor
Who”. Gatwa addresses
the negative social media
reaction and challenges
in the industry.

One piece Ch.
1113: 30r0 missing,
vegapunk’s
message

One Piece Chapter 1113
spoilers tease Zoro’s
absence and the unfolding
of Dr.Vegapunk’s ominous
message. Last week, Saint
Marcus Mars stumbled
upon a significant discovery
in Punk Records, leaving
fans eager for more with
the upcoming spoilers.

Amitabh bachchan
starts KBC 16 shoot

Amitabh Bachchan starts
shooting for Kaun Banega
Crorepati 16. No time for
leisure lunch, resorts to
eating in the car. Fans
eagerly await the return of
the show, thrilled to see
him back as the host.

CLOSE UP

Sonam Kapoor Ahuja’s
insights on motherhood
and work-life balance

One can never be prepared for motherhood. Whether you're a stay-at-
home mother or a working mother, everyone goes through mom guilt.’

Central Chronicle News

In 2022, Sonam
Kapoor welcomed
her first child, son
Vayu Kapoor Ahuja,
with husband
Anand Ahuja.

Since becoming a
mother to her son
Vayu in 2022, Sonam

Kapoor Ahuja has
been outspoken

. Sonam
about her journey.  gapoor ahuja
In a recent interview challenges

misconceptions
about working
mothers,

with India Today, she
tackled the miscon-

ception surrounding advocating for
working mothers.  balanceand

. embracing the
Sonam emphaSIZEd complexities of

that despite common  parenthood.
belief, working moms
prioritize their chil-
dren and strive to
balance career and
family. She debunked
the notion that career
comes before kids,
asserting that “mom
guilt” is universal for
all mothers, regardless
of their work status.
Reflecting on her own
postpartum experi-
ence, Sonam shared
that it took over a
year to feel like her-
self again. Despite the
challenges, her candid
discussions shed light
on the realities faced
by working moth-
ers, advocating for
embracing the com-
plexities of parent-
ing while navigating

career demands.

Navigating Motherhood

Reflecting on her own post-
partum experience, Sonam
shared that it took her over
a year to feel like herself
again. She expressed grat-
itude for her body and the
journey of self-care that led
her back to a sense of nor-
malcy. Sonam and her hus-
band, Anand, welcomed
their son Vayu in August

2022, after announcing
the pregnancy in March of
the same year. Despite the
challenges, Sonam’s candid
discussions about mother-
hood shed light on the real-
ities faced by many work-
ing mothers. She remains
an advocate for embracing
the complexities of parent-
ing while navigating the
demands of career and per-
sonal growth.
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BOLLYWOOD

Preityzinta’s comeback:
shooting for ‘Lahore 1947
amidst IPL buzz

PreityZinta, amidst her fer-
vent support for IPL team Pun-
jab Kings, has begun filming for
Sunny Deol’s Lahore 1947 dur-
ing her India visit. Fans eagerly
await her ‘comeback’ as she tran-
sitions from cricket to the silver
screen. Her spirited presence at
Punjab Kings matches has rekin-
dled public interest, but now
she embarks on a new cinematic
journey in RajkumarSantoshi’s
period drama. With her versatile
talent and infectious energy, Zin-
ta’s return to acting promises to
captivate audiences once again,
igniting anticipation for her role
in this historical epic.

WEB SERIES

Aamir Khan joins Kapil
Sharma’s reunion show
exiravaganza!

In a highly anticipated event, Aamir
Khan finally graces “The Great Indian
Kapil Show” alongside Kapil Sharma
and Sunil Grover, marking their long-
awaited reunion after over half a
decade. With Netflix releasing an exhil-
arating promo, fans are on the edge of
their seats, eagerly awaiting a laugh-
ter-filled spectacle. The trio’s comedic
chemistry promises an unforgettable
episode, set to leave viewers in stitches
and create lasting memories. As antic-
ipation reaches its peak, this epic
reunion is poised to deliver entertain-
ment galore, making it a must-watch
event for fans and comedy enthusiasts
alike. Don’t miss out on this laugh-
ter-packed extravaganza!

THE BOLLYWOOD HOT PAIR
Yuvika Chaudhary responds to pregnancy
speculation after Prince Narula’s remarks

Yuvika Chaudhary has responded
to rumors surrounding her preg-
nancy following comments made
by Prince Narula during an inter-
view. The couple, renowned as the
cutest pair in telly town, first met
on Bigg Boss 9, where their friend-
ship evolved into love. After win-
ning Nach Baliye 9 together, they

tied the knot in 2018 and have since
been going strong. Despite ongoing
speculation about Yuvika’s preg-
nancy, the couple remains focused
on their respective careers. Fans
eagerly anticipate an official

announcement about their first
child, adding to the excitement sur-
rounding their journey as a couple.

FASHION

Alaya F dazzles in
white co-ord set for
Srikanth promotions

laya F exudes angelic vibes in a
stunning white co-ord set for Sri-
kanth promotions. Styled by Sheef-
aGillani, her Asaga outfit, featuring
a tulle hand-embroidered bralette
and sharara pants, is the epitome of
elegance. With promotions for Bade
MiyanChoteMiyan wrapped up, she
now gears up for her upcoming film
alongside Rajkummar Rao.

=
-

| HOLLYWOOD |

Momnkey man: Dev Palel’s directorial
debut faces release uncertainty in India

Central Chronicle News

Despite rumours of Mon-
key Man not releasing in
Indian cinemas, view-
ers have found a way to
watch Dev Patel’s direc-
torial debut. The action
flick was scheduled for
release on April 5 in
India but has yet to be
cleared. As a result, the
film has dropped on vid-

coincided with Hanuman

HIGHLIGHT

® Monkey Man,
initially slated for

an April 5 release in
Indian cinemas, has
not announced a new
release date. However,
it is now available

on video-on-demand
platforms in the US.

Dev Patel not only directs
and stars in the film but

eo-on-demand platforms
in the US, leading to
pirated versions surfac-
ing online, which Indian
viewers have resorted to
amid uncertainty over its
official release. Interest-
ingly, Monkey Man was
available for viewing not
only on Dev Patel’s birth-
day on April 23 but also

Jayanti, as the film is
heavily inspired by the
Indian mythological fig-
ure. The action thriller
follows Dev  Patel’s
character, a young man
seeking justice for his
mother’s death caused
by corrupt leaders. How-
ever, his quest for ven-

geance transforms him
into the titular Monkey
Man, championing the
oppressed and power-
less.

The film also stars
SikandarKher,  Sharlto
Copley, Sobhita Dhuli-
pala, Makarand Desh-
pande, and Ashwini
Kalsekar, among others.

also serves as a producer
alongside Jordan Peele.
As Monkey Man’s release
in India remains uncer-
tain, Indian audiences
eagerly anticipate its offi-
cial screening, drawn by
the intrigue surrounding
Dev Patel’s directorial
debut.

Trending on Insta

‘Zf’e?}
@Kiara
Kiara’s Instagram post:
Shahid and Varun’s
comments

Kiara shared a photo on Instagram,
sipping coffee in a white outfit; Shahid
commented humorously, while Varun
Dhawan and fans also left positive
remarks and heart emojis.

R

@Priyanka

Priyanka Chopra’s
stunning BTS selfie for
heads of state

Priyanka Chopra shared a behind-
the-scenes photo on Instagram Sto-
ries from her shoot for Heads of
State, looking stunning in sunglasses
against a scenic river backdrop.
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Bastian
garden city:
Mumbai meets
Bengaluru

Bastian Garden City, housed in
a converted bungalow, draws
inspiration from global holiday
destinations.

astian Garden City, a
Bseafood haven from

Mumbai, now graces
Bengaluru’s dining scene on
St. Mark’s Road. Co-founded
by Shilpa Shetty, this chic eat-
ery is housed in a 60-year-old
bungalow, transformed into a
lush oasis by interior designer
Minal Chopra. Inside, the
decor is a blend of boho-chic
and modern sophistication,
with cool-tone interiors and
statement design elements like
a sprawling open bar and ele-
gant chandeliers. The restau-
rant spans 22,000 square feet
across two levels, including an
alfresco dining area, providing
a serene escape from the city.
RanjitBindra, the mastermind
behind the transformation,
prioritized natural light and
embraced the surrounding
greenery, creating an inviting
atmosphere that transports
diners to a world of relaxed
luxury.

Executive Chef Daniel Her-
nandez Punzo curates a sea-
food-forward menu, featuring
dishes like pan-fried salmon

CENTRAL CHRONICLE | Raipur, Friday, April, 26, 2024
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HIGHLIGHT

® Discover the epitome
of culinary elegance at
Bastian Garden City in
Bengaluru. Co-founded
by Shilpa Shetty, this

chic eatery offers a
seafood-forward menu
curated by Executive
Chef Daniel Hernandez
Punzo, set amidst
stunning boho-chic
interiors.

Bastian Garden City: A seafood haven in
Bengaluru’s dining scene. Co-founded by
Shilpa Shetty, it's housed in a lush oasis
with boho-chic decor and an alfresco
area. Executive Chef Daniel Hernandez
Punzo curates a menu featuring pan-fried
salmon, tenderloin tiradito, and exquisite
desserts like the mangotresleches cake.
An unforgettable culinary journey awaits!

with creamy spinach and a
parmesan puff, and a delec-
table crab roll drizzled with
house-made ponzu. Meat lov-
ers will also find delights such
as tenderloin tiradito and pork
belly, showcasing the kitch-
en’s commitment to quality
and flavor. Save room for des-
sert! Indulge in the mangotres-
leches cake or the visually
stunning feuilletine ‘pull me
up’ cake, each a sweet finale
to your dining experience.
Bastian Garden City promises
not just a meal, but a culinary
journey through global fla-
vors in a picturesque setting.
Whether you’re craving fresh
seafood or decadent desserts,
this is a destination worth
exploring in  Bengaluru’s
vibrant dining scene.

Unvoeiling the story
of India’s most
expensive mango:
The Kohitur

Amid the Indian summer heat,
the rare Kohitur mango reigns
supreme. Crafted for NawabSira-
j-ud-Daulah in the 18th century,
it’s a cross between Kalopahar
and another variant. Grown in
Murshidabad, West Bengal, this
exclusive fruit can fetch up to Rs
12,000 per piece, reserved for
the elite. Its unique taste and lim-
ited availability make it a symbol
of luxury.

Fruit:

Kohitur mango

Details

This exclusive fruit can fetch up

to Rs 12,000 per piece, reserved
for the elite.

| VIRAL NEWS |

Viral blue ghee rice: mixed
reactions and recipe revealed

" A viral video featuring

blue-colored ghee rice
has sparked mixed
reactions. Made with
edible butterfly pea
flowers, the dish has
intrigued some while
others are hesitant
to try it. The recipe
involves boiling the
flowers with rice to
absorb the blue color,
then sautéing it with
ghee, onions, cashews,
and raisins. The video
has garnered over 15
million views and 2.95
lakh ‘likes’.

Central Chronicle News

In ‘The Taste’, VirSanghvi
evaluates top-tier Indian
chefs who are revolu-
tionizing fine dining
across the globe.

hvi, explore how top Indian

chefs are raising the bar
for global gastronomy from
London to Bangkok. While
many travelers seek out Indian
restaurants abroad, Sanghvi
admits to preferring local cui-
sine. However, he acknowl-
edges the brilliance of expa-
triate Indian chefs, like Rydo,
GagganAnand’s collaborator.
Rydo, with his Indonesian
background, brings fresh
perspectives to Indian cui-
sine, creating dishes that rival

In “The Taste” by VirSang-

those of the renowned Gaggan
restaurant. According to Sang-
hvi, Indian cuisine’s global
influence is expanding, and
chefs like Rydo are leading the
charge. The list excludes giants
like GagganAnand, whose
achievements transcend such
rankings, and pioneers like
Vineet Bhatia and AtulKoch-
har, the first Indian chefs to
earn Michelin stars. Sanghvi
also doesn’t include Srijit-
Gopinathan, whose San Fran-
cisco restaurant was the first
Indian establishment to win
two Michelin stars. Instead,
he focuses on lesser-known
talents like Rydo, who play a
crucial role in shaping Indian
cuisine’s future.

Gaggan himself acknowledges
that many of the best dishes at his
restaurant are a result of collabo-
ration with Rydo, with some even

Manish Mehrotra is India’s greatest chef by a long way
o0 o

The Indonesian Chef Redefining

Indian Gastronomy. Collaborating

with GagganAnand, Rydo brings fresh
perspectives to traditional Indian cuisine,
shaping its future on the global culinary
stage.

originating from Rydo’s ideas. This
underscores the growing impor-
tance of chefs like Rydo, whose
understanding of Indian cuisine
and culinary skills are comparable
to the best in the business.
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FoodPick

MUST TRY WHEN TRAVEL

Kettle Korean-
inspired flavor

Prepare for a burst
of flavor with
Kettle Brand Chips’
newest offering:

a Korean-inspired
blend of sweet and
spicy. Arriving in
stores nationwide
this spring,

this release caters to the increasing demand
for dynamic taste experiences, particularly
among younger chip aficionados. With Gen

Z and Millennials in focus, Kettle Brand aims
to tantalize taste buds with this complex and
irresistible flavor combination.

Applebee’s has
teamed up with the
National Football
League, becoming
the “Official Grill +
Bar of the NFL.” In
celebration, they're
offering a free
wings deal during
NFL Draft week. Customers can enjoy 20 boneless
wings with a $40 online purchase using code
NFLDRAFT24. This offer is valid for pickup or
delivery orders made directly on the restaurant’s
website or mobile app. Limit one free wings deal
per order at participating locations.

Fiery refreshment: I
Starbucks’ spicy trio B

Starbucks spices up

the season with 3 new
spicy drinks featuring ‘
its Spicy Chili Powder
Blend. The limited-

time offerings include

Spicy Dragonfruit,

Spicy Pineapple, and

Spicy Strawberry

lemonade refreshers. These vibrant drinks
blend fruit flavors with a zesty Kick, perfect for
warmer weather. Available nationwide for a
short time this spring, they're a fiery addition to
Starbucks’ lineup, contrasting the floral notes of
its recent lavender offerings.

Ingredients:

Ripe mango, lime
juice, agave syrup,
chili powder,
cayenne pepper,
salt, ice cubes,
sparkling water,
lime slices, and
chili powder for
rimming.

How to make it:
For a Spicy Mango Margarita Mocktail, blend
ripe mango, lime juice, agave syrup, and a pinch
of chili powder. Rim a glass with chili powder
and salt. Pour in the mixture over ice, top with
sparkling water, and garnish with lime slices.

Tropical sunrise
shake

Ingredients:
Pineapple chunks,

ripe mango, coconut
milk, freshly
squeezed orange
juice, grenadine
syrup, and ice cubes.
How to make it:
To prepare the
Tropical Sunrise Shake, start by blending together
pineapple chunks, ripe mango, coconut milk,
and freshly squeezed orange juice until smooth.
Pour the mixture into a glass and slowly drizzle
grenadine syrup down the side for a beautiful
sunrise effect. Garnish with a pineapple wedge and
enjoy this refreshing and tropical beverage!
T
-
e ==, |
i
with lime wedges for garnish.
How to Make:
Begin by gently muddling together the mint leaves,
lime juice, and sugar in a glass until the mint releases
its aroma. Once muddled, add the white rum and
ice cubes to the glass. Top it off with club soda and
give it a gentle stir to combine all the ingredients.
Finally, garnish your Mojito with a mint sprig and a

lime wedge for that perfect finishing touch. Enjoy the
refreshing taste of this classic cocktail!

Ingredients:

2 oz of whiterum, 1
oz of fresh lime juice,
2 teaspoons of sugar, a
handful of fresh mint
leaves, club soda, ice
cubes, and mint sprigs
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Sport

As an all-rounder, I feel
that an all-rounder’s role is
in danger with the Impact
Player rule. Every team is
looking to play either a pure
batter or a pure bowler

Axar Patel

Indian cricketter

Gukesh receives rousin
we

ITALIAN CUP

Atalanta racks up a huge
victory against Fiorentia;
Juventus eliminates Lazio

.

Press Trust Of India

CHENNAI: History-making
teen Indian Grandmaster D
Gukesh was swamped by
fans as he returned to an
enthusiastic reception here
on Thursday after becom-
ing the youngest challenger
to the world title following
his triumph at the pres-
tigious Candidates Chess
Tournament in Toronto.
Hundreds of students
from the Velammal Vidy-
alaya, the school where
Gukesh studies, lined
up at the airport at least

one hour before his
flight landed to greet the
17-year-old chess prodigy.

“I feel very happy for
this homecoming, this is a
special achievement. I was
in a good space since the
beginning of the tourna-
ment, I had full confidence
that I will emerge top in
this tournament and luck
was on my side as well,”
Gukesh said while talking
to the media at the airport.

His mother Padma, who
is a microbiologist, was
there to receive him along
with some other members

come in Chennai

T B A

Indian chess grandmaster Dommaraju Gukesh on his arrival at the Chennai Airport, in Chennai

HIGHLIGHT

© D Gukesh created
history by becoming
the second Indian after
Vishy Anand to win the
prestigious tournament.

® Gukesh has also
bettered the record of
former chess player
Gary Kasparov after 40
years.

of the family and the young
champion had a huge smile
on his face the moment he
spotted her in the crowd.

They exchanged a hug after
greeting each other.

Gukesh’s father Rajini-
kanth, who is an ENT sur-
geon, quit his practice to
support him, and travelled
with the teen to Toronto
for the tournament.

On Monday, Gukesh
became the second Indian
after the great Viswanathan
Anand to win the Candi-
dates Tournament, which
is held specifically to decide
the challenger for the reign-
ing world champion.

“It feels great. Viswana-
than Anand is an inspira-

tion to everyone. He has
played a huge role in my
career. I am really glad,”
Gukesh said, referring to
the guidance provided by
Anand in his formative
years and also ahead of the
Candidates.

The unassuming player
became the youngest ever
challenger for the title by
bettering the record cre-
ated by the legendary Gary
Kasparov 40 years ago.
Kasparov was 20 when he
became a challenger to the
then world champion Ana-
toly Karpov in 1984.

Rasikh Salam
Dar gets
reprimanded
for extreme
celebration

NEW DELHI:  Delhi Capitals
pacer Rasikh Salam Dar has
been reprimanded for going
overboard with his celebration
after taking a wicket during
their Indian Premier League
match against Gujarat Titans
here. In the game at the Arun
Jaitley Stadium on Wednesday,
which the Capitals won by four
runs, the 24-year-old commit-
ted a Level 1 offence under Arti-
cle 2.5 of the IPL's Code of Con-
duct, which deals with “using
language, actions or gestures
which disparage or which
could provoke an aggressive
reaction from another player”.
“Dar committed a Level 1
offence under Article 2.5 of
the IPL’s Code of Conduct. He
admitted to the offence and
accepted the Match Referee’s
sanction. For Level 1 breaches
of the Code of Conduct, the
Match Referee’s decision is
final and binding,” the IPL said
in a statement on Thursday.

Press Trust of India

Kylian Mbappe scored
two and assisted once
to give PSG a 4-1win
over Lorient.

LORIENT: Paris Saint-Ger-
main will have to wait at
least a few more days to
try to clinch the French
league title.

Kylian Mbappé scored
twice and provided an
assist in a 4-1 win over
Lorient on Wednesday,
but there were no cele-
brations because second-
place Monaco beat Lille
1-0 later in the evening.

The lead atop the
standings is 11 points
with four games remain-
ing. Defending cham-
pion PSG can clinch
its record-extending
12th French league title

| FRENCH LEAGUE|

Mbappe scores two goals to give
PSG awin over Lorient in Ligue 1

Paris Saint-Germain’s French forward #07 Kylian Mbappe (R) reacts next to his

FACTFILE

® No celebrations in PSG
camp as Monaco beat Lille
1-0 in the second game .

at home on Saturday
against Le Havre. PSG
remains on course for
a treble of trophies in

Mbappé’s final season
with the club, as it will
play Borussia Dortmund
in the Champions League
semifinals and face Lyon
in the French Cup final
next month. In a match
between the most pro-
lific attack and the most
porous defense in the

brother Paris Saint-Germain’s midfielder #38 Ethan Mbappe (C)| Photo. AFP

league, PSG winger Ous-
mane Dembélé opened
the scoring in the 19th
minute in Lorient, a
sleepy seaport in Brit-
tany. Mbappé doubled
the lead by nonchalantly
flicking a cross from
Nuno Mendes into the
far corner in the 22nd.

Usain Bolt named ambassador for ICC ‘T2o0 World Cup

Press Trust of India

DUBAI: The International
Cricket Council (ICC)
on Wednesday named
sprint legend Usain Bolt
as the ambassador of
the upcoming T20 World
Cup to be played in the
West Indies and USA
from June 1 to 29. Jamai-
ca-born Bolt had cre-
ated history at the 2008
Olympic Games in Beijing

where he won the 100m,
200m and 4x100m races
in world record times.
Bolt currently holds
world records in the
100m, 200m and 4x100m
with times of 9.58 secs,
19.19 secs and 36.84 secs.
Bolt was delighted about
his new role as the World
Cup comes to his home.
“I am thrilled to be
an ambassador for the
upcoming ICC Men’s T20

o0

“I am thrilled to be an
ambassador for the
upcoming ICC Men’s
T20 World Cup. Coming
from the Caribbean
where cricket is a part
of life.

Usain Bolt
Athlet

World Cup. Coming from
the Caribbean where
cricket is a part of life, the
sport has always held a
special place in my heart,”
Bolt said in an ICC media
release. Bolt said it will be
massive for cricket to find a
market in the USA. “While
I will be supporting West
Indies at the WC, getting
the sport into the US is big
for cricket. It’s the biggest
sports market in the world.

BERGAMO: Atalanta advanced to the
Italian Cup final with a 4-1 win over
10-man Fiorentina to set up a meet-
ing with Juventus for the trophy.

The decisive goal by Ademola
Lookman in stoppage time was ini-
tially ruled offside. Then the goal was
awarded following a VAR review.

Atalanta advanced on 4-2 aggre-
gate after Fiorentina won the opening
leg 1-0. Juventus eliminated Lazio on
Tuesday. The final is scheduled for
the Stadio Olimpico in Rome on May
15. Atalanta also faces Marseille in the
Europa League semifinals as coach
Gian Piero Gasperini — who was sus-
pended Wednesday — chases the first
trophy of his career. Atalanta elimi-
nated Liverpool in the quarterfinals.
Atalanta’s only top-level trophy was
the Italian Cup in 1963. The aggregate
was level at 2-2 when Lookman was
whistled for offside after finishing off a
counterattack. PTI

Briefs
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PREMIER LEAGUE

Semenyo scores 1o give
Bournemouth emphatic
victory over Wolverhampton

WOLVERHAMPTON: Antoine Seme-
nyo scored to help 10-man Bourne-
mouth beat Wolverhampton 1-O on
Wednesday in a Premier League
match involving another contentious
refereeing decision. Wolves had a
would-be equalizer by Hwang Hee-
chan disallowed in the second half
after referee Stuart Attwell adjudged
Matheus Cunha to have fouled Justin
Kluivert in an off-the-ball incident in
the build-up. Attwell was the Video
Assistant Referee in the spotlight
after denying Nottingham Forest
three penalties in their 2-O loss at
Everton on Sunday. Nottingham ques-
tioned his integrity because the club
said Attwell is a fan of Luton, which
is battling with Forest to avoid relega-
tion. Cunha’s foul was not spotted in
real time but Attwell opted to give the
foul following advice from VAR Dar-
ren England to watch it again on the
pitchside monitor at Molineux. PTI

PREMIER LEAGUE
Crystal Palace remains in contention for winning
the trophy after beating Newcastle

LONDON: Crystal Palace made cer-
tain of Premier League safety after
a 2-0 win against Newcastle on
Wednesday.

Jean-Philippe Mateta scored for a fifth
straight home match to secure the
win and Palace’s resurgence under
Oliver Glasner following recent victo-
ries against West Ham and Liverpool.
Mateta broke the deadlock at Sel-
hurst Park with a smart 55th-minute
finish before he added a second late
on to end Newcastle’s four-match
unbeaten run. Palace is 14th in the
standings and 14 points above the rel-

egation zone. Luton in 18th place has
just four games remaining. Mateta
put Palace ahead after a slick one-two
with Jordan Ayew before he slid a shot
home. It was Palace’s first goal against
Newcastle in seven meetings.
Newcastle pushed for a late leveler,
but Palace made sure of the points
in the 88th. Will Hughes exchanged
passes with substitute Jeffrey Schlupp
before he teamed up Mateta, who
scuffed a shot through the legs of Mar-
tin Dubravka for his eighth goal in
nine games since the arrival of Glasner
in February. PTI

The Day’s
NUMBERS

Ma Long

Fan Zhendong
Xu Xin

Lin Gaoyuan

Tomokazu Harimoto

TOP FIVE TABLE TENNIS PLAYERS EARNINGS
(MNS USD) AS OF DECEMBER 2023

SOCCER

Man United wins 4-2
against Sheffield United in
Premier League game

MANCHESTER: Bruno Fernandes
scored twice as Manchester United
beat Sheffield United 4-2 in the Pre-
mier League. Erik Ten Hag’s team went
behind 1-0 and 2-1 against last-placed
Sheffield at Old Trafford before even-
tually securing a win that moved it up
to sixth in the standings. Jayden Bogle
capitalized on an Andre Onana error
to open the scoring after 35 minutes,
but Harry Maguire leveled against his
former club seven minutes later. Shef-
field went ahead through Ben Brereton
Diaz in the 50th and Fernandes equal-
ized from the penalty spot in the 61st.
United went ahead for the first time on
the night when Fernandes fired home
an 8lst-minute rocket from 25 yards
and then he set up Rasmus Hojlund to
add another four minutes later. United
is 13 points behind fourth-place Aston
Villa with a game in hand. The win was
watched by Ineos director of sport Dave
Brailsford and newly appointed technical
director Jason Wilcox. PTI

IPL

Impact Player option
gives a great cushion to
batters: Gill

NEW DELHI: The Impact Player has
a bit of role to play in making the
matches high scoring as it provides the
extra cushion for batters to keep going
hard at the bowlers, feels Gujarat
Titans skipper Shubman Gill.

The ongoing IPL season saw its 12th
200 plus score as Delhi Capitals piled on
224 for 4 against Gujarat Titans here on
Wednesday. “I think impact player has a
bit of a role (in making the matches high
scoring), even if you lose extra wickets,
extra cushion is there for the batters to
keep going and it gives the license for
the batters to keep going till the end,”
Gill said after GT’s four-run loss. PTI
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KKR

Press Trust of India

KKR’s bowling vul-
nerabilities, especially
in the death overs,
present an opportu-
nity for Punjab Kings
to exploit.

KOLKATA: Kolkata Knight
Riders (KKR) face a cru-
cial challenge against
Punjab Kings, aiming
to address their bowl-
ing deficiencies. With
Mitchell Starc’s hefty
price tag of USD 3 mil-
lion, the pressure is on
him to deliver. How-
ever, he’s struggled with
only six wickets at an
alarming economy rate

of 11.48. KKR’s bowling
unit, apart from Sunil
Narine, has been incon-
sistent, failing to contain
runs effectively.

In contrast, KKR’s bat-
ting, led by Sunil Narine
and Phil Salt’s explosive
starts, has been impres-
sive, consistently posting
imposing totals. How-
ever, the absence of Ven-
katesh Iyer’s form and
Nitish Rana’s injury has
hindered their balance.
The onus is on Starc to
regain his form and lead
the bowling attack along-
side Narine and Varun
Chakravarthy.

Punjab Kings, on the
other hand, have relied

KKR captain Shreyas lyer, coach Chandrakant Pandit and mentor Gautam Gambhir.

Teams

Kolkata Knight Riders
Shreyas lyer (c), KS Bharat,
Rahmanullah Gurbaz, Rinku
Singh, Angkrish Raghuvanshi,
Sherfane Rutherford, Manish
Pandey, Andre Russell, Nitish
Rana, Venkatesh lyer, Anukul
Roy, Ramandeep Singh, Varun
Chakravarthy, Sunil Narine,
Vaibhav Arora, Chetan Sakariya,
Harshit Rana, Suyash Sharma,
Mitchell Starc, Dushmantha
Chameera, Sakib Hussain and
Mujeeb Ur Rahman

on the power-hitting
prowess of uncapped
players Ashutosh
Sharma and Shashank
Singh to rescue them
from challenging situa-
tions. Their top-order,

Punjab Kings

Shikhar Dhawan (c), Matthew Short,
Prabhsimran Singh, Jitesh Sharma,
Sikandar Raza, Rishi Dhawan,

Liam Livingstone, Atharva Taide,
Arshdeep Singh, Nathan Ellis, Sam
Curran, Kagiso Rabada, Harpreet
Brar, Rahul Chahar, Harpreet
Bhatia, Vidwath Kaverappa, Shivam
Singh, Harshal Patel, Chris Woakes,
Ashutosh Sharma, Vishwanath
Pratap Singh, Shashank Singh, Tanay
Thyagarajan, Prince Choudhary,
Rilee Rossouw.

including Prabhsimran
Singh and Liam Living-
stone, has struggled to
make an impact con-
sistently. The potential
return of skipper Shik-
har Dhawan from injury

could provide a much
-needed boost to their
morale.

KKR’s bowling wvul-
nerabilities, especially
in the death overs, pres-
ent an opportunity for
Punjab Kings to exploit.
With players like
Ashutosh and Shashank
in good form, they will
look to capitalize on
KKR’s bowling woes and
return to winning ways.
The match promises to
be a test for both teams,
with KKR seeking to
strengthen their bowl-
ing and Punjab Kings

aiming to capitalize
on their opponents’
weaknesses.
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NEW DELHI: The swash-
buckling Rishabh Pant
has showed with his scin-
tillating knock against
Gujarat Titans that he
is ready to roar in the
upcoming T20 World Cup,
feels Delhi Capitals’ bat-
ting coach Pravin Amre.
A month after returning to
competitive cricket after
recovering from the multi-
ple injuries sustained dur-
ing a horrific car accident
in December 2022, Pant
virtually sealed his spot as
India’s first choice wicket-

Punjab Kings captain Shikhar Dhawan during a practice session

bowling woes under spotlight vs PK

Rishabh Pant’s stellar form
shines bright: DC coach

keeper for the T20 World
Cup with an unbeaten 88
off 43 balls in DC’s four-
run win over GT in an IPL
match here on Wednesday.
Skipper Pant and Axar
Patel (66 off 43) forged
a brisk 113-run stand
off 68 balls to power
DC to 224/4 after they
were reeling at 44/3 in
their must-win game.
“He (pant) started with a
two-week camp in Vizag,
he came there, he pre-
pared himself very well.

I remember when he

| BADMINTON |

Prannoy return
after health struggle

Press Trust of India

Prannoy was diagnosed
with gastroesophageal
reflux disease during

the 2018 World Cham-
pionships.
NEW DELHI: Seasoned

Indian shuttler H S Prannoy
has revealed that he has
been battling a chronic gas-
trointestinal disorder for
the past four months which
has not just hampered him
physically but also taken a
mental toll as he had fought
these health issues not so
long ago.

Prannoy was diagnosed
with gastroesophageal
reflux disease during the
2018 World Champion-
ships, a chronic disorder
that causes symptoms like
heartburn, abdominal and
chest pain, and inflamma-
tion of vocal chords.

Prannoy’s training and
performance were affected
by it in 2019-2020 but he
had recovered from it and
the after-effects of COVID-

HIGHLIGHT

© A health issue has been
bothering me for the last
four months. That has
kind of taken a toll in the
last four months.

19 to slowly and steadily
regain his place in the top
echelons of men’s singles.
But he revealed that the
he hasn’t been all that well
for past four months once
again.

“A health issue has
been bothering me for the
last four months. That has
kind of taken a toll in the
last four months, mentally
and physically for me, to

be in the right physical
state which I think I was
in the last two years,”
World No.9 Prannoy told
PTI during a free-wheeling
interview.

“But I think it’s all part
and parcel of this whole
career that there can be
a lot of times that we are
feeling good. If you're not
consistent in what you’re
doing, then you can take
a hit and go back to where
you were before.

“It is the same gut issue
which had cropped up in
2019. We will get better
in the coming months. So
yeah, I just need to be a bit
more patient,” he said.

Indian archers
reach final

in World Cup
Stage 1

SHANGHAI: The Indian
trio of Tarundeep Rai,
Dhiraj Bommadevara and
Pravin Jadhav confirmed a
medal, storming into the
men’s recurve final of the
Archery World Cup Stage 1
here on Thursday.

The team, which quali-
fied behind reigning world
and Olympic champions
South Korea, sailed past
Italy 51 (55-54, 55-55,
56-55) without dropping a
set to set up a summit clash
against the top-seeded
Koreans. India will be up
against the Korean Tokyo
Olympics gold medal win-
ning trio of Kim Woojin, Lee
Woo Seok and Kim Je Deok
in the gold medal clash slated
on Sunday. The top-seeded
Korean trio defeated their
Chinese Taipei rivals Tan Chi-
h-Chun, Lin Zih-Siang and Tai
Yu-Hsuan in straight sets 6-0
(5750, 58-56, 58-54). Earlier,
having got a first round bye
in the season-opening tourna-
ment, the second seeded Indi-
ans overcame a first set deficit
to beat 15th seeded Indonesia
53 (5556, 54-54, 5551, 55-53)
in their tricky opening clash.

‘Impact rule endangers all-rounders’

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: Axar Patel,
who is a very capable
batter besides being a
quality left-arm spinner,
feels the “all-rounder’s
role is in danger” because
of the ‘Impact Player’
rule, making him the
latest cricketer to give a
thumbs down to the IPL
innovation that has polar-
ised opinions. Promoted
to No.3, Axar made a
counter-attacking 43-ball
66 and along with skip-

per Rishabh Pant, lifted
Delhi Capitals from 44/3
to 224/4 in their Indian
Premier League match
against Gujarat Titans
here on Wednesday.
Later, he picked up one
wicket as DC successfully
defended their total to
win by four runs.

Sharing his thoughts on
the Impact Player rule, Axar
said, “As an all-rounder, I feel
that an all-rounder’s role is
in danger with the Impact
Player rule. Every team is
looking to play either a pure

batter or a pure bowler as
the Impact Player, and the
allrounders are not being
used” “With the Impact
Player, every team goes into
the match thinking they
have six batters or bowlers,
depending on if they are
batting or bowing. This also
creates a lot of confusion
sometimes,” Axar told ‘io-
Cinema’.

The rule has also been
criticised by the likes
of Indian captain Rohit
Sharma and several for-
mer players as well.

Bismah Maroof announces surprise
retirement from international cricket

Press Trust of India

KARACHI: In a surprise
development, Bismah
Maroof, one of Pakistan’s
most high-profile women
cricketers and former
captain, on Thursday
announced retirement
from all international
cricket with immediate
effect.

Bismah, 32, was forced
into a long break from
cricket, first due to a fit-
ness issue in 2020 and

then after giving birth to
a baby girl in August 2021.

Bismah had grabbed
headlines when she took
her baby to the 2022
World Cup in New Zea-
land. She was the first
Pakistani woman crick-
eter to avail a 12-month
maternity leave with pay
policy.

A left-handed batter,
Bismah made her ODI
debut against India in
2006 and went on to
represent Pakistan in 276

international = matches,
the most by any Pakistan
women cricketer. She
had made her T20I debut
against Ireland in 2009
She has scored 6,262
international runs,
including 33 half-centu-
ries, and has taken 80

international wickets
with her right-arm leg-
spin.

“I have decided to
retire from the game I
love the most. It has been
an incredible journey,

filled with challenges, vic-
tories, and unforgettable
memories,” Bismah said
in a statement.

“I want to express my
gratitude to my family,
who has supported me
throughout my cricketing
journey, from the very
beginning until now.

“I also want to extend
my thanks to the Pakistan
Cricket Board for believ-
ing in me and providing
the platform to showcase
my talent.
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“India to continue co-op
for countering misuse of

St Petersburg: NSA Ajit Doval in a group photo with other officials at the XII International Meeting of High Ranking Officials Responsible for Security Matters, in St Petersburg.

Doval, Russian Counterpart
Review Bilateral Progress

Meeting with Patrusheyv, Secretary of the Security Council of the Russian Federation, on
the sidelines of the XII International Meeting of High Ranking Officials Responsible.

Press Trust Of India

MOSCOW: National Secu-
rity Adviser Ajit Doval on
Wednesday met with his
Russian counterpart Niko-
lai Patrushev for a second
time this month and they
reviewed progress in bilat-
eral cooperation and dis-
cussed important issues
of mutual interest.

Doval held a bilat-
eral meeting with Patru-
shev, Secretary of the
Security Council of the
Russian Federation, on
the sidelines of the XII
International Meeting of
High Ranking Officials
Responsible for Security
Matters in St Petersburg,
the Indian Embassy in
Moscow said in a post on

X. “Both sides reviewed
progress in bilateral coop-
eration and discussed
important  issues  of
mutual interest,” it added.
During the talks, the two
sides focused on bilateral
cooperation on various
fronts. A special empha-
sis was placed on coop-
eration between Russia
and India on the track of
international and regional
security, Russia’s state-
run TASS news agency
reported.

The NSA had con-
demned the barbaric ter-
ror attack at Crocus City
Hall in Moscow on March
22 and called for shunning
double standards in com-
bating the menace. Earlier
this month, Doval met

HIGHLIGHT

@ Special emphasis was
placed on cooperation
between Russia and
India on the track

of international and
regional security.

eBoth sides discussed
important issues of
mutual interest

Patrushev on the sidelines
of the 19th annual meet-
ing of the secretaries of
security councils of the
Shanghai  Cooperation
Organization (SCO) mem-
ber states in Astana and
conveyed India’s solidar-
ity with the government
and the people of Russia
to address the threat from

terrorism in all its forms
and manifestations. In
his address at the secu-
rity conclave of the SCO
in Astana, Doval had said
that the perpetrators of
terrorism should be effec-
tively and expeditiously
dealt with including those
involved in cross-border
terrorist activities.
Separately, Doval on
Wednesday spoke at the
luncheon meeting of
BRICS NSAs hosted by
the Secretary of the Rus-
sian Federation’s Secu-
rity Council and called
for closer cooperation in
the fight against terror-
ism and concrete actions
to prevent transborder
planning, funding and
execution of terrorist

Nepal Prez seeks Qatar’s help

Press Trust Of India

Nepal President
seeks Qatar Emir’s
help to secure
release of student
held by Hamas.”

KATHMANDU:Nepal
President Ram Chan-
dra Poudel has sought
the help of Qatar’s
Emir Sheikh Tamim
bin Hamad Al-Thani to
secure the safe release
of a Nepali student held
hostage since October by
the Hamas in the Gaza
Strip, an official said on
Wednesday.

The emir on Tues-
day called on President
Paudel at the Shital
Niwas where the two
leaders discussed mat-
ters related to bilateral
interests and diplomatic
relations, according to a

| HAMAS HOSTAGE IN GAZA |
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Emir of Qatar with Nepal President Ram Chandra Poudel.

statement issued by the
President’s Office.

On the occasion,
President Paudel
requested the emir to
help secure the release
of Bipin Joshi, who was
taken hostage by Hamas
during an attack against
Israel in October last
year, said Kiran Pok-
harel, press advisor to
the president.

FASTFACTS

® Nepal President
seeks Qatar’s help

to secure release of
Nepali student held by
Hamas.

@ Qatar’s Emir assures
aid, discussing release of
Nepali student captured
by Hamas in Gaza.

“Sheikh Tamim
assured the president
that he would take nec-
essary initiative for the
release of the Nepali stu-
dent,” Pokharel told PTI.
The emir of Qatar said
that he had earlier also
taken the initiative for
the same.

Joshi was among 17
Nepali students pursu-
ing a Bachelor’s degree
in Agriculture at Sudur
Paschim University who
had gone to Israel under
an 11-month learn and
earn programme. Dur-
ing the Hamas attack on
southern Israel in Octo-
ber, 10 Nepalese stu-
dents were killed, and
six injured while Joshi
was abducted and taken
to Gaza.

The emir left Nepal
in the evening after suc-
cessfully concluding the
two-day visit.

| UNITED NATIONS |

US, China naval officials held meeting

Press Trust Of India

WASHINGTON: The
United States slammed
Russia on Wednesday
for vetoing a UN Security
Council resolution on
the Outer Space Treaty
that put a legally-bind-
ing obligation that coun-
tries should not be put-
ting weapons of mass
destruction (WMD),
including nuclear weap-
ons, in orbit.

“As we have noted

previously, the United
States  assesses  that
Russia is developing a
new satellite carrying a
nuclear device.

We have heard Presi-
dent (Vladimir) Putin say
publicly that Russia has
no intention of deploy-
ing nuclear weapons in
space.

If that were the case,
Russia would not have
vetoed this resolution,”
US National Security
Advisor Jake Sullivan

said in a statement, after
Russia vetoed the resolu-
tion at the UN headquar-
ters in New York.
“Today, Russia vetoed
a UN Security Council
resolution, proposed
jointly by the United
States and Japan, that
would have reaffirmed
the fundamental obliga-
tion of State Parties to
the Outer Space Treaty
not to place nuclear
weapons in orbit around
the Earth,” Sullivan said.

acts. Doval also had a
bilateral meeting with his
Myanmar counterpart
Admiral Moe Aung and
talked about the current
situation in Myanmar and
India-funded infrastruc-
ture projects in Myanmar.
“They also discussed
recent developments
along the India-Myan-
mar border, including
issues related to security,
refugees,  development
projects, etc,” the Indian
mission in Moscow said in
another post on X.

Ajit Doval
NSA

information & communication
technologies by terrorists”

Briefs

BEST OF THE REST

REFORMS PRAISED
Modi has done an

unbelievable job in India:
JPMorgan CEO

NEW YORK: Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is doing an “unbelievable job”
in India by pursuing reforms and
taking 400 million people out of pov-
erty through inclusive financial pro-
grammes, JPMorgan Chase CEO Jamie
Dimon has said. Dimon made these
remarks while speaking at an event
hosted by the Economic Club of New
York. He praised Prime Minister Modi
for the performance of his govern-
ment. He also praised reforms under-
taken by Modi in the recent past.
“They have put in this unbelievable
trend that every citizen by hand or
eyeball or by finger is recognised.
They opened bank accounts for 700
million people. Their transferred pay-
ments are going through.” He also
called Modi “tough” for breaking old
bureaucratic systems and said, “We
need a little bit more of that here (in
the US)”. Dimon, 68, also had words
of praise for the country’s indirect
tax regime, which he said removed
corruption emanating from the
disparity in tax systems followed by
different states. PTI

DEMONSTRATION
Demonstration

against Venice Tax
Fee in Venice

VENICE: Citizens and activists confront
police during a demonstration against
Venice Tax Fee in Venice, Italy, Thurs-
day. The fragile lagoon city of Venice
begins a pilot program Thursday to
charge daytrippers a 5 euro entry fee
that authorities hope will discourage
tourists from arriving on peak days. The
daytripper tax is being tested on 29 days
through July, mostly weekends and hol-
idays starting with Italy’s Liberation Day
holiday Thursday. Officials expect some
10,000 people will pay the fee to access
the city on the first day, downloading a
QR code to prove their payment, while
another 70,000 will receive exceptions,
for example, because they work in Ven-
ice or live in the Veneto region. PTI

Tik Tok’s Rapid
rise to popu-

Share of US
adults who
regularly use
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