
Defused 
MMeennddhhaarr:: Three anti-per-
sonnel mines were
detected and defused
near the Line of Control in
Jammu and Kashmir's
Poonch district on
Saturday, officials said.
The powerful mines were
noticed by Army troops
while patrolling at differ-
ent locations in forward
areas of the Mankote sec-
tor in the Mendhar subdi-
vision, the officials said.

MoU 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The Centre
has signed an MoU with
SignAble Communications
to enhance communica-
tion and accessibility for
individuals with speech
and hearing disabilities.
According to a statement
issued by the Department
of People with
Disabilities, the
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU)
marks a pivotal step
toward improving support
systems for 'Divyangjan'
with speech and hearing
impairments.

Hospitalised 
NNooiiddaa:: As many as 93
people, including 17 in
Noida and 76 in Greater
Noida, were hospitalised
due to suspected food
poisoning in two separate
incidents after consuming
special meals for fast
made of 'kuttu ka atta' on
Mahashivratri, officials on
Saturday said.

Metro services 
KKoollkkaattaa:: Commercial serv-
ices along the three newly
inaugurated stretches of
Kolkata Metro, including
the underwater Howrah
Maidan to Esplanade sec-
tion, will commence on
March 15, a statement
issued by the Metro Rail
said. The Howrah Maidan-
Esplanade section of the
Green Line under River
Hooghly, Kavi Subhash-
Hemanta Mukhopadhyay
stretch of the Orange Line,
and Taratala-Majerhat
section of the Purple Line
were inaugurated by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on March 6.

Airlifted
JJaammmmuu:: The Indian Air
Force (IAF) airlifted over
700 stranded passengers
between the twin union
territories of Jammu and
Kashmir, and Ladakh on
Saturday, an official said.
While 514 passengers
were airlifted from
Jammu to Leh in two sor-
ties of IL-76, 223 persons
were flown from Srinagar
to Leh in another sortie,
the official said.
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PM Modi takes 'jeep safari' during
his visit to the Assam's Kaziranga
National Park, Saturday morning.
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Raipur, Mar 09: 

Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on Saturday
said the country's growth
cannot be imagined with-
out the development of
farmers and villages, and
asserted that the Modi gov-
ernment was standing
shoulder to shoulder with
the cultivators.

Addressing a mega
farmers' rally at
Government Science
College ground in state
capital Raipur, he also tar-
geted the previous
Congress dispensation in
the state, accusing it of in-
dulging in corruption and
derailing the state's devel-
opment.

"...I am the son of a
farmer and hail from a vil-
lage. Farmers can yield

gold from the soil with
their efforts and hard
work. My government is
standing shoulder to
shoulder with farmers.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi-led Centre has been
taking several steps for the
welfare of farmers," the

minister said. Without the
development of farmers
and villages, the growth of
the country cannot be
imagined, he said.

"In America, one bag of
urea fertilisers is available
for Rs 3,000...India is the
only (place) where urea is

being provided to farmers
at Rs 300 per bag. "The
Russia-Ukraine war result-
ed in price rise but the
Modi government did not
allow prices of seeds and
fertilizers to go up. We will
not allow the problems of
farmers to increase at any
cost," he added. Hitting out
at the previous Bhupesh
Baghel-led government in
the state, Singh said, the

Congress regime de-
stroyed the state in five
years. "Now I firmly be-
lieve that the Vishnu Deo
Sai-led BJP government
will bring the state back on
the track of development
with the support of the
people If anyone has the
power to shape the destiny
of Chhattisgarh, it is the
Bharatiya Janata Party.,"
he said.

New Delhi, Mar 09 (PTI): 

The BJP, the Telugu
Desam Party (TDP) and
the Jana Sena Party have
come to an understanding
for stitching up an alliance
for the upcoming Lok
Sabha and Andhra
Pradesh Assembly polls,
former chief minister of
the southern state N
Chandrababu Naidu said
on Saturday.

"Andhra Pradesh has
been destroyed badly. The
BJP and the TDP coming
together is a win-win situ-

ation for the country and
the state," Naidu told a
group of reporters here
while lauding Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
leadership.

The alliance will sweep
the polls in Andhra
Pradesh, he asserted, lash-
ing out at the YSR
Congress, which is in
power in the southern
state. The three parties
sealed their alliance fol-
lowing a second round of
talks involving their sen-
ior leaders on Saturday,
sources said. They said the

Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) and the Jana Sena
may together contest
around eight and 30 Lok
Sabha and Assembly seats
in Andhra Pradesh.

The TDP will contest the
remaining 17 Lok Sabha
and 145 Assembly seats,
they said, adding that an
official announcement
will soon be made.

The BJP may contest
around six Lok Sabha and
an equal number of
Assembly seats in the
southern state, the sources
said.

Bijapur, Mar 09 (PTI): 

In the wake of murder of
two BJP leaders by suspect-
ed Naxalites in
Chhattisgarh's Bijapur, the
district unit of the party
has written to Union Home
Minister Amit Shah re-
questing to provide 'Z' cate-
gory security to its office-
bearers.

In the letter dated March
7, chief of BJP's Bijapur
district unit Srinivas
Mudliyar said, frustrated
over anti-Naxal operations
by the BJP government in
the state, the Naxalites have
been targeting the party
leaders. Mudliyar has
sought 'Z' category security
for himself and eight other
office-bearers of the district
unit. On March 1, BJP
leader Tirupati Katla was
killed by Naxalites in
Toynar village when he had
gone to attend a wedding
while another leader
Kailash Nag was killed in a
similar attack in Jangla po-

lice station area in the dis-
trict on March 6.

"Threat of Naxal attacks
looms large on BJP office-
bearers and workers in
Bijapur, which is worst af-
fected by the menace. Since
Naxalites had been killing
BJP leaders one by one in
the district, 'X' category se-
curity was provided to sev-
eral leaders during the last
assembly polls in the state.
The security arrangement
was temporary and it was
withdrawn after the assem-
bly polls," Mudliyar said in
the letter. "Recently, a party
leader was brutally mur-
dered. There is an atmos-
phere of fear among BJP
leaders and workers in the
districts, many of them are
on the target of Naxalites.
The incidents of murder
have prompted party lead-
ers to change their loca-
tions from time-to-time," he
said. The Naxalites have be-
come frustrated due to on-
going anti-naxal operations
by the BJP government and
resorted to target the party
leaders, he said in the letter.

Lahore, Mar 09 (PTI): 

Asif Ali Zardari was
overwhelmingly elected as
the 14th President of
Pakistan on Saturday, be-
coming the only civilian
president of the coup-
prone country for a second
time.

Zardari, the co-chairper-
son of the Pakistan
Peoples Party, was the
joint candidate of the rul-
ing alliance of the PPP
and the Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N).

His rival, Mahmood
Khan Achakzai, is the

head of his Pashtoonkhwa
Milli Awami Party
(PkMAP). He was fielded
by jailed former prime
minister Imran Khan's
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) party and backed by
the Sunni Ittehad Council
(SIC).

"Asif Ali Zardari is the
first civilian president in
the history of Pakistan
who was elected for a sec-
ond term," the PPP posted
on X soon after the elec-
tion results were an-
nounced by the Election
Commission of Pakistan
(ECP).

Bhopal, Mar 09 (PTI): 

In a significant political
development in Madhya
Pradesh, veteran leader and
former Union minister
Suresh Pachouri bid adieu
to his five-decade allegiance
with the Congress, and
joined the BJP on Saturday.

Pachouri, accompanied
by former MP Gajendra
Singh Rajukhedi and a
cadre of ex-MLAs, joined
the BJP in a ceremony in
presence of Madhya
Pradesh Chief Minister
Mohan Yadav, state BJP
president V D Sharma and
former CM Shivraj Singh
Chouhan at the Bharatiya
Janata Party's state head-
quarters. Reacting to
Panchouri's exit, veteran

Congress leader Digvijaya
Singh accused him of de-
serting the Nehru-Gandhi
family `through whom he
had earned name and re-
spect.' The development
marks a notable setback for
the Congress party in

Madhya Pradesh, as an in-
creasing number of its
members are opting to join
the ruling alliance.
Pachouri, 71, a long-time as-
sociate of the Gandhi fami-
ly, had a notable political ca-
reer within the Congress,

having served as minister
of state for defence and as a
four-time Rajya Sabha
member. His criticism of
the Congress post-defection
highlighted the party's shift
towards caste-based poli-
tics.

At the function,
Pachouri said he had en-
tered politics to serve the
society and the Congress
would talk about establish-
ing a casteless society.
"...But now they are talking
about caste. In the last few
days, the political and reli-
gious decisions (taken by
the Congress) made me un-
easy," he said, apparently re-
ferring to the party's move
to decline the Ayodhya Ram
temple consecration cere-
mony invitation.

Rishikesh, Mar 09 (PTI) 

Six Himachal Pradesh
Congress MLAs who
voted against party nomi-
nee Abhishek Manu
Singhvi in the Rajya
Sabha elections, along
with three Independent
lawmakers, have shifted to
a hotel in BJP-ruled
Uttarakhand amid an on-
going rebellion against
Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu.

Two BJP MLAs Vikram
Thakur and Trilok
Jamwal from Himachal
Pradesh were accompany-
ing the legislators, who ar-
rived in Rishikesh from
Haryana's Panchkula by a

chartered flight late on
Friday and checked into
Hotel Taj. Congress MLAs
Sudhir Sharma, Rajinder
Rana, Inder Dutt
Lakhanpal, Devinder
Kumar Bhuttu, Ravindra
Thakur and Chaitanya
Sharma have since been
disqualified for defying
the party whip on the state
budget. They have ap-
proached the Supreme
Court for relief in the mat-
ter. Three Independent
MLAs Hoshiar Singh, KL
Thakur and Ashish
Sharma were also with
them when they arrived.

The Congress currently
has 34 MLAs in the
Himachal Pradesh

Assembly while the BJP
has 25. The three
Independent MLAs had
also sided with the BJP in
the Rajya Sabha polls.

Security around the
hotel has been tightened
and no one is being al-
lowed to enter the premis-
es except those who have
advance online bookings.

The hotel is located
about 30 kilometres from
Rishikesh along the
Rishikesh-Badrinath
Road. The Congress has
already stepped up ef-
forts to set its house in
order in Himachal
Pradesh and is holding
parleys with senior min-
isters of the state.

Chennai, Mar 09 (PTI): 

Air Chief Marshal V R
Chaudhari on Saturday said
warfare was undergoing a fun-
damental change with the
emergence of new technology
and radically newer doctrines.
The IAF Chief was reviewing
the passing out parade by the
contingents at the Officers
Training Academy here.
"India's security dynamics
involves multi-faceted threats
and challenges. It would require
us to build multi-domain capa-
bilities and execute operations
simultaneously and in short-
ened timeframes," he said and
called upon the young officers
to stay abreast with technologi-
cal advancements.
These officers were joining the

noble profession when the
country was at the threshold of
a technological transformation,
he said. "Our Armed Forces
have invested heavily in acquir-
ing the next generation war
fighting machines. You, as
future operators of these highly
potent systems, need to be fully
conversant with them, and this
can be achieved only through
rigorous training, dedication
and a professional approach,"
the Air Marshal said.

‘Country’s growth impossible
without devp of farmers, villages’

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh at a mega farmers' rally at
Government Science College ground here.

Without the development of farmers and villages, the growth of the
country cannot be imagined. "In America, one bag of urea fertilisers
is available for Rs 3,000...India is the only where urea is being pro-
vided to farmers at Rs 300 per bag. Russia-Ukraine war resulted in
price rise but the Modi government did not allow prices of seeds
and fertilizers to go up. We will not allow the problems of farmers
to increase at any cost," he added. Rajnath promised 300 units of
free power to the farmers. PM's policy ensured that as many as 25
crore people in India were brought out of poverty. Not a single tem-
porary hutment will be left in the country, he maintained.

Rajnath’s major declaration

Asif Ali Zardari elected
Pak’s President

‘Will be a sweep’: Naidu after
finalising poll deal with BJP

BJP’s Bijapur unit seeks
‘Z’ security after murder

of leaders by Naxals
Writes to Shah

Jolt to Cong as Gandhi family loyalist joins BJP

Congress leader and former Union Minister Suresh Pachouri joins
the BJP in presence of MP CM Mohan Yadav, former CM Shivraj
Singh Chouhan and BJP state president V D Sharma, at BJP 
headquarters in Bhopal, on Saturday.

‘Sukhu govt to fall’: 11 Himachal
MLAs reach U’khand

JOY OF SUCCESS

A cadet celebrates with his family member after a Passing out Parade and Pipping
Ceremony at Officers Training Academy (OTA), in Chennai, Saturday. 

‘India’s security dynamics
involves multi-faceted threats’

Air Chief Marshal Chaudhari 

New Delhi, Mar 09: 

In a shock move weeks
before the Lok
Sabha polls,
E l e c t i o n
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Arun Goel has re-
signed and his res-
ignation has been
accepted by the
President. The
E l e c t i o n
Commission of India al-
ready had a vacancy and
will now be left only with
Chief Election
Commissioner Rajiv
Kumar.

Just days before the Lok
Sabha elections are ex-

pected to be announced,
Election Commissioner
Arun Goel resigned from
the post on Saturday. His
tenure was till 2027.

“In pursuance of clause
(1) of Section 11 of The

Chief Election
Commissioner and
other Election
Commissioners
( A p p o i n t m e n t ,
Conditions of
Service and Term
of Office) Act, 2023,
the President is
pleased to accept

the resignation tendered
by Shri Arun Goel,
Election Commissioner
with effect from the 09th
March, 2024,” a gazette no-
tification by the Union
Law and Justice Ministry
said on Saturday.

EC Arun Goel resigns
Ahead of Lok
Sabha polls
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RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaarr  0099::  The state gov-
ernment in state will launch its
flagship Mahatari Vandan
Yojana’, under which a monthly
financial assistance of Rs 1,000
will be provided to married
women, an official said on
Saturday.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
will join the programme virtually
and interact with the beneficiar-
ies on the occasion, he said.

About Rs 700 crore will be
released as the first instalment
under the scheme, which will
benefit nearly 70 lakh women in
the state, the official said. He
said each registered woman will
get Rs 12,000 a year, or Rs 1,000
a month. As part of another
scheme, which will be launched
on March 12, paddy farmers will
be given financial assistance, he
said. Under the scheme, Krishak
Unnati Yojana’, those farmers
whose paddy has been procured
at the minimum support price
(MSP), fixed by the Centre, will
get some additional amounts.
Union Ministers Arjun Munda
and Giriraj Singh will be present
during the launch of this pro-
gramme, he said. The Vishnu

Deo Sai government has decided
to purchase paddy at Rs 3,100
per quintal from farmers in
Chhattisgarh. This year, the
state has made a record pur-
chase of 1.47 lakh metric tonnes

of paddy for which farmers have
already been paid the MSP at Rs
2,183 per quintal, the official
said. “Through the scheme, the
difference amount of Rs 917 per
quintal will be deposited in the

bank accounts of the farmers,”
he said. The state government
will deposit Rs 13,000 crore in
the accounts of more than 24
lakh farmers on March 12, he
added. 

Govt to roll out Mahtari
Vandan Yojana’ scheme today

The amount of Mahtari
Vandan Yojana will be trans-
ferred simultaneously to the
accounts of beneficiaries in
146 development blocks, dis-
trict headquarters and urban
bodies of the state through
DBT, said Health Minister
Shyam Bihari Jaiswal,
Finance Minister OP
Choudhary and Women and
Child Development
Department Minister Smt.

Lakshmi Rajwade today. state
government was going to ful-
fill another guarantee of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi , they said. Government
of Chief Minister Vishnu Deo
Sai is continuously working
for the upliftment of farmers,
poor, general public, women
and youth, said Finance
Minister OP Choudhary while
giving information regarding
the scheme. Under Modi’s 

MVY beneficiaries to get 1st installment 

Raipur, Mar 09: A large-
scale free blood testing
camp named “Raktveer”
was organized through the
collaborative efforts of the
Dr Priyanka Bissa Vyas
Team, Nehru Yuva Kendra,
Magarlod Community
Health Center, and
Chhattisgarh Nursing
College in the Rajim Kumbh
Kalp. During the Virat Sant
Samagam, the “Raktveer”
campaign achieved a re-
markable feat by distribut-
ing blood test cards to 23,180
individuals within a mere
span of five days. These
cards facilitated compre-
hensive health checks in-

cluding parameters such as
height, weight, blood pres-
sure, sugar levels, blood
group, hemoglobin, sick-
ling, and HIV. Sonal
Sharma, the representative
of the Golden Book of
World Records, formally
proclaimed the achieve-
ment of a new world record
following a thorough check.

The participants received
commendations from digni-
taries including the wife of
Chief Minister Smt.
Kaushalya Sai, Religious
Affairs Minister Shri
Brijmohan Agrawal, and
Gariaband MLA Shri Rohit
Sahu. Dr Sharda Thakur,

BMO of the Magarlod
Health Department, stated
that 65 per cent of the par-
ticipants were unaware of
their blood pressure and
sugar levels before the test-
ing, but through the
Raktveer campaign, health
information reached thou-
sands of people. Arpit
Tiwari, District Officer of
Nehru Yuva Kendra, Bharvi
Vaishnav, Administrative
Officer of Chhattisgarh
Nursing College, and
Principal Shri Karsh played
active roles in motivating
and supporting the volun-
teers throughout the event.

Dr. Priyanka Bissa Vyas,

honoured by the President,
stated that controlling blood
pressure, sugar, and BMI
are crucial for maintaining
good health. To raise aware-
ness among the people, thor-
ough checks were conduct-
ed throughout the entire
fairground, which proved to
be the most challenging
part of the campaign. The
collaborative initiative saw
significant contributions
from 195 volunteers and as-
sociates, including individ-
uals like Ajay Boral, Ankita
Tandon, Aishwarya,
Srishti, Vinay, Ashi,
Muskan, and the lab team
comprising Kishore
Devangan, Santosh, Tarun,
Gargishankar Sen, Ritesh,
Sanjay, and Bhuvan.

Prior to this milestone, in
2018, the campaign intro-
duced India’s first blood test
card, benefiting 11,551 indi-
viduals after comprehen-
sive blood testing. This ini-
tiative garnered interna-
tional acclaim with people
from Italy and France un-
dergoing testing procedures
during Rajim Kumbh Kalp
2024.

Raktveer campaign sets World
Record in Rajim Kumbh Kalp 2024

Defense Minister Rajnath Singh
welcomed at CM’s residence

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaarr  0099:: Defense
Minister Rajnath Singh
received a warm welcome
from Chief Minister Vishnu
Deo Sai and his wife, Smt.
Kaushalya Sai, upon his
arrival at the Chief Minister’s
residence in Raipur. Chief
Minister Sai presented
Defense Minister Rajnath
Singh a shawl and memento.
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly Speaker Dr Raman
Singh, MP Sunil Soni, Deputy
Chief Ministers Vijay Sharma
and Arun Sao, MLAs Kiran

Singh Deo, Ajay Chandrakar,
and Rajesh Munat, along with
Smt. Priyamvada Singh
Judev, Rohit Chahar, and
other public representatives
were also present on the
occasion.

Raipur, Mar 09: Giving
further jolt to the
Congress ahead of the up-
coming Lok Sabha elec-
tions, the former Member
of Legislative Assembly
(MLA) from Akaltara
Legislative Assembly con-
stituency Chunni Lal
Sahu on Saturday joined
the Bharatiya Janata

Party (BJP) here.
State BJP President

Kiran Singh Deo and
Convenor of committee
for inclusion of opposition
leaders into party Ajay
Chandrakar welcomed
him into party fold at a
function held at
Government Science
College ground. Apart
from him, the Congress’
OBC Cell President
Choleshwar Chandrakar
also joined the BJP within
hours after quitting the

Congress.
Providing the above in-

formation, the State BJP
General Secretary Sanjay
Shrivastava said that Ajay
Bansal of Congress Co-op-

erative Cell, Ashish
Kumar Das, A Das Sahu,
Sumit Raj Sahu,
Ramsnehi Jangade,
Brijmohan Sahu, Sohan
Dadsena, Former

Corporators Harishanker
Jaiswal and Ashok Sahu
also joined the saffron
brigade.

Shrivastava claimed
that several more senior
leaders would join the BJP

soon as Congress is a sink-
ing ship.

Former MLA from
Akaltara Chunnilal Sahu
had quit Congress alleging
being ignored in the
Organization.

Former MLA Chunnilal Sahu joins BJP

guarantee, the state gov-
ernment is going to fulfill
another promise within 100
days, he said. Sai government
is fully dedicated and working
in the interest of the general
public, he said. Choudhary
said that Prime Minister Modi
will be present in the inaugu-
ration program of Mahtari
Vandan Yojana on March 10 at
2 pm through virtual medium
and will transfer the amount
of the first phase while
addressing the beneficiaries
of the scheme. According to
him this scheme is a continu-
ous process and as the bene-
ficiaries become eligible, the
process of payment of the
amount step by step will also
continue.

Several Congress join
saffron brigade ahead
of LS elections

Raipur: Unrest is brewing among Congress office-
bearers over being ignored in the Organisation.
Congress General Secretary Chandrashekhar Shukla
on Saturday resigned from the party post. He has sent
his resignation from the party post to the
Chhattisgarh Pradesh Congress Committee
President Deepak Baij.
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Bhilai, Mar 09: Police
arrested four ruffians on
charges of attempted
murder. Owing to some
old rivalry, the accused
attacked two persons and
inflicted fatal injuries
using a sharp knife and
other weapons.

The victims were
Kamal Deshmukh and
America Deshmukh of
Bandha Talab,
Gajanpara Durg. They
were stabbed on head,
face, chest, abdomen and

other parts of the body
by the accused
Dhamendra Sahu,
Mukesh Sahu, Devendra
Sahu and Lakesh Sahu.

On information, a po-
lice team led by Sub
Inspector Khagendra
Pathare reached the spot
and later police lodged an
FIR under section 294,
506, 323, 324, 307, 34 of IPC
at Durg City Kotwali.

A police team searched
for the absconding ac-
cused and managed to

nab them soon. The ac-
cused Dhamendra Sahu
(36) son of Narayan
Sahu; Mukesh Sahu (25)
son of Ramesh Sahu;
Devendra Sahu (22) son
of Rajkumar Sahu, resi-
dents of Bandha Talaab
Ganjpara Durg and
Lakesh Sahu (35) son of
Tikamlal Sahu a resident
of Harri Bori, Durg was
arrested and produced
before the court.

They have been sent to
jail on judicial remand.

Four held for attempt to murder

Bhilai, Mar 09: Excise
Department nabbed two
persons involved in illegal
liquor trade on Saturday.
In view of the upcoming
Lok Sabha elections 2024,
the Excise Department is
taking action against the
people involved in illegal
sale, transportation and
possession of liquor. The
department is conducting
patrolling in bus stations,
railway stations, hotels
and dhabas and crowded
areas.

In the first case, the ac-
cused Prafulla Tandon son
of Late Goverdhan Tondon
was nabbed with illicit
Mahua liquor in village
Asoga of Police Station
Ranitarai. A case was reg-
istered against Section

34(2) of the Excise Act and
23 bulk liters of raw
Mahua liquor and 75 kg of
Mahua Lahan were seized
from him. In the second
case, 26 quarters of coun-
try liquor was seized from
the possession of accused
Nakul Bharti son of Anand
Ram in village Ausar. A
case was registered under
Section 34 (1) (b) of the
Excise Act. Excise Sub
Inspector Harish Patel is
conducting further investi-
gations. Nirmala Thakur
(Assistant District Excise
Officer), Harish Patel,
Bhuvaneshwar Singh
Sengar (Excise Sub
Inspector), Dayaram Gote
(Excise Head Constable)
and Durgesh (Driver)
played a vital role.

Bootleggers nabbed 
with Mahua liquor

Bhilai, Mar 09: Lakhs of
devotees participated in
the Bole Baba Ki Baraat
organised by Bol Bam
Seva evam Kalyan Samiti
on the occasion of
Mahashivratri. More than
150 tableaux were part of
Baba’s wedding proces-
sion.

Once again, Bhilai cre-
ated a record on
Mahashivratri. The entire
city dipped in a devotional
mood. People were seen
dancing in devotion.
People from across the
state attended the pro-
gramme. All the digni-
taries appreciated the or-
ganizer Daya Singh for
this grand event for the
16th consecutive year. In
this procession, ghosts,
vampires and all the Gods
and Goddesses were seen

as wedding guests. Local
artists enthralled the audi-
ences. The tableaux from
all over the country capti-
vated the devotees.

MP Vijay Baghel, MLAs
Rikesh Sen, Doman Lal
Korsewada, Padma Shri
Surendra Dubey,
Radhesyam Barle, Usha
Barle, educationist IP
Mishra, social worker
Gopal Khandelwal,
Ahiwara Municipal
President Natwar
Tamrakar and MLA
Representative Satish
Sahu were present as
guests in the program.

VHP leader Ratan Yadav,
BJP Mahila Morcha State
Vice President Mamta
Sahu, BJP District
President Mahesh Verma,
BJP Mahila Morcha
District President Sweety
Kaushik, General
Secretary Kanchan Singh,
Vice President Yogendra
Singh, Councilor Vinod
Singh, Santosh Mourya,
Nohar Verma, Shailja
Raju, Lakshmi Bhola
Sahu, Smita Dodke, Veena
Chandrakar, Satya Devi
Jaiswal, Vinod Chelak,
Sanjay Singh, Lakshmi
Diwakar, Ishwari Netam,

Shakuntala Sahu, Sarita
Baghel and others were
present. Daya Singh fur-
ther informed that Central
India’s biggest Bhole Baba
ki Baraat was taken out.
Attractive tableaux and
Dhumaal DJs playing bha-
jans were the centre of at-
traction of this proces-
sion. Other attractions of
the procession were the
fireworks and laser show
at par with IPL; Lord
Shiva’s marriage, Gods
and Goddesses in the
tableaux of Kerala;
Dhamalpuri (Maa
Santoshi Melody) of

Sambalpur; 07 tableaux of
Kerala, tableau of Lord
Shiva performing Tandav;
dance of Maa Kali,
Garuna dance, Peacock
dance, Lord Ganesha’s
dance tableau, Lord
Hanuman’s tableau, nine
forms of Maa Durga,
tableau of Shiva, Parvati,
Aghora tableaux, ghosts
and vampires performing
difficult dances; tableau of
Holi played by Radha
Krishna in Brij, Aghori
procession, etc. Artists
from various districts of
Chhattisgarh participated
in the event.

Numerous devotees participate in Bhole Baba Ki Baraat
Several records
made in the 16th
year of this event

Devotees danced to
devotional music till
late night

Bhilai, Mar 09: A two-day
workshop on menstrua-
tion was organized by the
Department of Yoga and
Philosophy on the occa-
sion of International
Women’s Day on March 6
and 7 at Shaildevi College,
Anda Durg. The chief
guest was Rajan Dubey,
President, Shaildevi
College and the keynote
speaker was Durga Sahu,
Urban Primary Health
Center, Mathpuraina,
Raipur. Inaugurating the
program, Dr Rajni Rai,
Head of the Department of
Education, said that it is a
boon given by nature
which all women are fa-
miliar with at the begin-
ning of adolescence.

However, they are not able
to tell due to physical,
mental immaturity or shy-
ness and become victims
of many diseases. Hence it
is necessary to have prop-
er information in this re-
gard.

Keynote speaker Durga
Sahu said that the men-
strual cycle plays an im-
portant role in the life of
every woman. It is impor-
tant in her physical
health, regenerative abili-
ties and self-understand-
ing. Typically, the men-
strual cycle is 28 days.
However, in some women
it can be from 21 to 35 days.
It depends on the physical
health of the woman and
her lifestyle. Through

yoga and philosophy, we
can get a quick diagnosis
of all types of physical
and mental diseases be-
cause the science of Yoga
is a gift given by God
which our ancient sages
knew, tested and under-
stood. Our sages had ex-
plained how to treat many
diseases. It is clear that
through yoga and philoso-
phy we can control the
menstrual cycle and avoid
gynecological diseases.
Yogic activities have spe-
cial importance during
menstruation. Yoga can
help in many ways and re-
move the imbalance in the
menstrual cycle. She made
the college students aware
about the problems occur-

ring during menstruation
and gave them informa-
tion about various yoga
asanas by which they can
keep their menstrual cycle
regular. By doing yoga
during the menstrual
cycle, females can avoid
many problems. Women
can practice Pranayam,
B h u j a n g a s a n a ,
Matsyasana and Marjari
Asana in their daily rou-
tine. This keeps hormones
in balance and provides re-
lief from back and other
pain. But before doing any
yoga asana, expert advice
must be taken.

Himanshu Kesharwani,
Head of the Department of
Yoga and Philosophy, said
that to maintain physical
and mental health, you
must include yoga in your
lifestyle because yoga is
useful for the smooth func-
tioning of all the body
parts. This increases im-
munity and reduces the
risk of infection. Yoga in-
creases the level of prana
vayu in the body. On this
occasion, the chief guest
thanked everyone for their
participation and motivat-
ed them to organize simi-
lar programs related to so-
cial concerns in future.

Shaildevi Mahavidyalaya organises workshop on menstruation

Bhilai, Mar 09: The elec-
tions of the New Press
Club of Bhilai Nagar were
held on Saturday at the
Press Club Bhavan,
Supela. A total of 16 office
bearers including the
President, General
Secretary and Vice
President were elected
through secret ballot. A
total of 99 members cast
their votes in the elections.
T Surya Rao was elected
President while Khilavan
Singh Chauhan was elect-
ed General Secretary. JM
Tandi was elected Senior
Vice President; Santosh
Mishra was elected treas-
urer; Komal Dhanesar and
Mohan Rao were elected

Vice Presidents; DK Sahu
and Ratnakar Alva were
elected Secretaries while
Santosh Malik was elected
Joint Secretary. Ajit Singh
Bhatia, Anil Panda,
Gaukaran Nishad
(Ganesh), Ramzan Khan,
Sunil Chauhan and Jai
Prakash Arya were elected
as working committee
members. The elections of
New Press Club of Bhilai
Nagar were conducted
peacefully by an ad-hoc
committee led by Arvind
Singh including Rajendra
Sonboir, Umesh Nival, BD
Nizami, Praveen Sharma,
Abhay Jawade, Kamal
Sharma, Ramesh Gupta
and Mithlesh Thakur.

New Press Club of Bhilai
Nagar elections held

Bhilai, Mar 09: Bar &
Rod Mill, Bhilai Steel
Plant’s Modex unit
equipped with high level
of automation and control
systems, has crossed the
milestone of its annual
rated capacity of 0.9 mil-
lion tonnes or 90 lakh
tonnes on 5th March 2024,
about 25 days before com-
pletion of the current fis-
cal year 2023-24. The mile-
stone was crossed by Team
BRM during the first shift
of 5th March 24.

It is worth mentioning
that the Mill has during
the current fiscal year
rolled out some new
grades of TMT Bars for
application and use in dif-
ferent infrastructure and
construction projects. The
new grades were devel-
oped in association with
the Plant’s Quality Dept
and Steel Melting Shop 3
that supplies required

grades of cast billets to the
Mill. These value added
grades have also fetched
higher net sales realiza-
tion for the Plant. The Mill
has during the current fis-
cal year also recorded its
best ever monthly produc-
tion of 1,01,111 Tonnes of
TMT Bars in the month of
Oct 23.

Anirban Dasgupta,
Director I/c Bhilai Steel
Plant has congratulated
Team BRM and all associ-
ated shops for the mile-
stone achievement. Senior

officers of the Plant have
also congratulated the
BRM collective. Thanking
the entire BRM collective
for achieving the mile-
stone, Shantanu Kumar
Behra, General Manager
and In-charge, Bar & Rod
Mill said this could only be
possible due to the com-
bined efforts of Team
BRM. He also thanked all
associated shops and de-
partments for their sup-
port.

Continuing its journey
towards excellence, the

Bar & Rod Mill broke both
the day and shift record on
7th March 24. The Mill
recorded best ever day pro-
duction in any profile by
producing 3802 Tonnes of
TMT Bars in 16 mm diam-
eter on 7th March 24, sur-
passing the previous best
record of 3757 T on 30th
August 23. The Mill also
recorded its best shift per-
formance on 7th March 24
with as many as 675 billets
rolled in C or night shift,
surpassing the previous
best of 651 billets.

Bar & Rod Mill crosses annual rated capacity; sets new records

Bhilai, Mar 09: Bhilai
Municipal Corporation
has started distribution
of the renewed Ration
Cards. Zone 3 President
Jalandhar Singh and
Assistant Revenue
Officer Anil Meshram

distributed the ration
cards in Zone 3. They dis-
tributed the cards at
Government Fair Price
Shop Numbers 431004064,
4061, 4058 in Ward
Number 30 Pragati
Nagar, Ward Number 31

Sunder Nagar and Ward
Number 34 Shardapara
Bhilai. 20 cards of
Antyodaya category and
12 of primary category
were distributed. An at-
mosphere of joy was seen
among the citizens and
ration card holders after
the distribution of re-
newed ration cards. On
this occasion, Keshav
Sonare, Rahul Rajput,
Dinesh Chauhan, Anil
Deshmukh, Lakshmi
Kumari and other em-
ployees and operators of
the government fair price
shop were present.

Renewed ration cards distributed in Zone 3
Bhilai, Mar 09: Bhilai
Steel Plant conducts sev-
eral public welfare activi-
ties as part of its organi-
zational social responsi-
bility towards the commu-
nity in and around its
areas of operations. The
Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR)
Department of the Plant
organized a one-day free
Health Camp, at Model
Steel Village Chetwa on
March 07.

Large number of vil-
lagers, from Chetwa,
availed free health servic-
es at the day-long Health

Camp. Free medicines
were also distributed to
villagers attending the
camp.

The Medical Team from
the CSR department, com-
prising, Dr Ankit Ghosh,
Medical Consultant,
Rekha Dev, Nurse for
Blood-Sugar and BP ex-
amination, Shashi
Bhushan Rai,
Pharmacist, and
Shambhu Dayal for regis-
tration, volunteered their
services for the Medical
Camp at Village Chetwa.
Budhelal from the CSR de-
partment was also pres-

ent during the Health
Camp. It is noteworthy
that conducting Health
Camps is one of the prime
initiatives, through which
BSP’s CSR Department
has contributed substan-
tially towards Public
Health and medicine. The
CSR Department of
Bhilai Steel Plant con-
ducts health camps from
time to time in the adjoin-
ing areas or mines, with
the aim of ensuring ade-
quate Medical and health
facilities to the communi-
ties within which it
works.

Free health camp organised in Chetwa

Bhilai, Mar 09: Bhilai
Steel Plant’s CR&M (Mech)
Department observed the
Departmental Safety
Awareness Week from 01st
March to 06th March 2024.
Sanjay Kumar Gajbhiye,
CGM (Mech) was the chief
guest at the inaugural and
valedictory functions.

Senior officials of the
Projects Department in-
cluding S Balraj, GM
(CHM), Subrata Halder, GM
(CHM-I&II), Rajesh
Gaikwad, GM (BFs),
Verghese P John, GM
(CRM-Mech), SK Agrawal,
GM I/c (SED), and J Thulasi
Dasan, GM (SED) were also
present on the inaugural
and valedictory functions
along with departmental
personnel in large numbers.

Chief Guest Sanjay
Kumar Gajbhiye hoisted the
Safety Flag on the inaugu-
ral function, while the safe-
ty oath was administered by

the Departmental Safety
Officer of CR&M (Mech)
Department.

SK Gajbhiye, CGM (BF-
MECH), in his address, ap-
preciated the Safety
Awareness Week initiative
and urged the departmental
employees and contract
workers to adhere to safety
standards in the Plant and
achieve the target of zero
accidents.

Various competitions in-
cluding safety programmes

on Gas Safety, Fire Safety &
Fire extinguishers, along
with song, Poster, Poetry,
Slogan, and Essay competi-
tions and a Rapid Quiz
based on safety awareness
were organized under this
initiative, for the depart-
mental employees and con-
tractual workers. Special
emphasis was given to pro-
grams based on Near Miss
Reporting, Tool Box Talks,
and Permit to Work stan-
dards.

Departmental employees
participated in various
competitions held as part
of the week in large num-
bers and performed well.
Winners of respective pro-
grammes and competitions
including PR Patel, Rama
Rao, Hemraj Sonwani and
GK Sharma, and contractu-
al workers Bhanuprakash
and Vijay Thakur were fe-
licitated by guests and dig-
nitaries on the valedictory
function of the departmen-
tal safety awareness week
at CR&M (Mech)
Department. A special prize
was given to GS Rao, GM
(CRM) for reporting the
highest number of Near
Miss Cases. Safety
Awareness Week was or-
ganized by the team of the
planning group headed by
Anil Bhave, DSO (CRM-
Mech), assisted by Samuel
Xavier and Ram Suresh
(Chargemen).

CR&M Deptt observes safety awareness week



Raipur/Bilaspur, Mar 09: 

This year’s 1st National
Lok Adalat was organized
across all District Courts,
Tehsil Courts, Family
Courts, Forum, Tribunal,
Permanent Lok Adalat,
Revenue Courts and High
Court within the State on
09th March 2024, under di-
rections of National
Legal Services Authority
and under able guidance
of Chief Justice and
Patron in Chief of
Chhattisgarh State Legal
Services Authority,
Justice Ramesh Sinha
and directives of Justice
Goutam Bhaduri,
Executive Chairman,
CGSLSA, wherein differ-
ent cases comprising of
labour Disputes, Motor
Accident Claims Tribunal
cases, Cheque Dishonor
Cases under the
Negotiable Instruments
Act, 1881, Civil Cases,
Land Acquisition Cases,

Plea Bargaining,
Criminal Compoundable
Offences, Arbitration
Cases, Matrimonial cases,
and matters related to
Electricity and Water
Bills (excluding non-com-
poundable theft cases)
were taken up and re-
solved. The said National
Lok Adalat was organized
with appearance of par-
ties both in virtual as well
as physical mode along
with Special Sitting of
Magistrates for disposal
of cases related to petty
offences.

In present National Lok
Adalat 5,83,143 Pre litiga-
tion cases and 56,946
pending cases were set-

tled under mutual terms
of compromise across dif-
ferent Courts in the State
in which  total award of
Rs 1,91,01,12,616 was
passed. Similarly 96 cases
were settled by three
benches of High Court,
Bilaspur in which total
award of Rs 1,11,62,000
was passed.

National Lok Adalat
is organized under the
directives of National
Legal Service Authority
(NALSA) across all
Courts, Tribunals and
Forums throughout the
Nation and upcoming
National Lok Adalat is
scheduled on May 
11, 2024.
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NLA resolves 5,83,143 pre litigation
and 56,946 pending cases 

Scholarship exam tests academic
capabilities of students

Mumbai, Mar 09: 

In a significant leap to-
wards transforming the
landscape of competitive
exams in India, FIITJEE, a
premier coaching institute
in the country, proudly
promulgates to conduct
‘DRONACHARYA (II)’ –
the World’s Biggest and
one of its own kind
Scholarship Exam in the
History of Coaching with
the Best Scientifically
Designed Academic
Diagnostic Tool.

R. L. Trikha, Director,
FIITJEE Group said
Diagnosing the academic
capabilities of students

with a scientific tool can
certainly illuminate the
path to success. There
are many students who,
besides having talent and
skills, fail to select the ap-
propriate career path as
per their skills and inter-
ests, and as a result, do
not perform well in their
careers.

So, it is of ultimate pri-
ority to evaluate the skills
and interests of a child
and the requirements to
select the right career out
of various career options
available for professional
success in life. The
DRONACHARYA Exam
unleashes the current and
hidden potential of a child
and broadens the academ-
ic perspective.

This is a comprehen-

sive test on par with most
of the Competitive &
Scholastic exams in the
world. It also sets a
benchmark for the coach-
ing industry as well as
the society.

Through all our pro-
grams, we are socially
obliged to support the stu-
dents both academically
and financially, and this
exam also assists the stu-
dents through customised
unique teaching method-
ologies and beneficial
scholarship schemes.

The exam will be con-
ducted on 31st March 2024
across India except in
Jaipur, ,Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana. Students
going to Class VI, VII, VIII,
IX, X, XI & XII are eligible
to participate.

PM accuses Cong of ignoring
NE development for decades

Itanagar, Mar 09 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Saturday claimed that the
Congress would have
taken 20 years to do the
kind of development work
which was executed by his
government in the last five
years in the Northeast.
The PM was addressing
'Viksit Bharat Viksit
North East' programme in
Arunachal Pradesh's
Itanagar after unveiling
development projects
worth Rs 55,600 crore in
the region.

"The Northeast is going
to become a strong link in
India's trade, tourism and
other relations with South
Asia and East Asia. Today,
projects worth over Rs
55,000 crore have been un-
veiled here," he said. "The
Congress would have

taken 20 years to do what
we have done in the last
five years in the
Northeast," PM Modi said.

The prime minister
said that one can clearly
see what "Modi's guaran-
tee" is if he visits
Arunachal Pradesh. "The

entire Northeast is
watching how Modi's
guarantee is working," he
said. The PM also said
when he was working for
the development of the
country, leaders of the op-
position bloc INDIA were
"attacking" him.

Modi on Saturday inau-
gurated the Sela tunnel
that will provide all-
weather connectivity to
Tawang. The inaugura-
tion of the Sela tunnel
after the foundation lay-
ing ceremony in 2019 was
a "testimony to Modi's
guarantee", he said.
"Some people thought
that I laid the foundation
of the strategic tunnel as
an election agenda but
they were proved wrong
today," Modi said.

The Sela tunnel, situat-
ed at an elevation of 13,000
feet, is strategically im-
portant due to its proximi-
ty to the Line of Actual
Control (LAC), an official
said. Speaking on the op-
position leaders question-
ing about the prime minis-
ter's family, Modi said the
entire northeast and the
country is his family.

KITTUR DECLARATION RELEASE

Social activist Shabhanam Hashmi (c) with others releases the Kittur Declaration during a function in
Thiruvananthapuram, Saturday.

PM Modi during inauguration and foundation stone
laying of multiple development projects during the
'Viksit Bharat Viksit North East' programme, in
Itanagar, Saturday.

‘Mangal Lakshmi’ is a refreshing
take on usual daily soap dramas

Mumbai, Mar 09: 

COLORS’ new show
‘Mangal Lakshmi’ has
been making waves,
drawing attention from
homemakers, influ-
encers, and media critics
alike. This isn't just an-
other run-of-the-mill tele-
vision series; it is some-
thing that resonates per-
fectly with the realities of
today's society making it
more relevant for the au-
diences.

Led by stellar perform-
ances from Deepika
Singh as Mangal, Sanika
Amit as Lakshmi,
Urvashi Upadhyay as
Mangal’s mother-in-law,
and Naman Shaw as

Adit, the family drama is
a mixed bag of relatable
moments, heart-tugging
emotions, and relevant
themes.

Here are the reasons
why 'Mangal Lakshmi'

is a must-watch!

Do Behno ki Anokhi
Kahani

On television we often
see two sisters eyeing for
attention from the same
boy and can go against
each other for the same,
and hence, Mangal
Lakshmi is different
from your usual sister
drama. It brings to light
the empowering yet real-
istic journey of two sis-

ters, Mangal and
Lakshmi, who defy socie-
tal norms and prioritize
respect in their relation-
ships for each other.
While the eldest seeks a
respectful groom for the
younger one, the younger
one encourages her elder
sister to stand up against
the humiliation she faces
in her marriage to Adit.
The show challenges the
notion of tolerating dis-
respect in marriage and
celebrates the courage of
women who demand
equal treatment.

New spin to the 
traditional Saas 
Bahu Dramas

‘Mangal Lakshmi’ of-
fers a refreshing depar-

ture from the typical
Saas-Bahu drama preva-
lent in television. Unlike
the stereotypical nega-
tive portrayal of Saas
characters dominating
households, this show
presents a unique per-
spective on familial rela-
tionships, challenging
these social stigmas.

The show features not
only relatable female pro-
tagonists, but a strong
supportive character such
as Mangal’s mother-in-
law, Kusum Saxena played
by Urvashi Upadhyay. The
way Mangal and her
Saasu Maa tackle daily
life challenges has res-
onated with audiences
across every corner.

For JEE appearing
candidates

Widow of IAF aviator,
civil engineer become

Army officers
Chennai, Mar 09 (PTI):
The widow of an IAF avia-
tor, who perished along
with India's first CDS
General Bipin Rawat in a
chopper crash in the
Nilgiris, and a civil engi-
neer from an agrarian
family were among scores
of cadets who underwent
gruelling training at the
Officers Training
Academy here and become
commissioned officers in
the Indian Army on
Saturday.

Shauryan Thapa, the
sixth generation member
of his family to don the
Army uniform and the
youngest (21 years) candi-
date in the academy, too,
was among the 184 officer
cadets, who completed the
training. He was awarded
the OTA gold medal at the
passing out parade today.

ECoR observes Int’l Women’s Day
in association with ECoRWWO

Bhubaneswar, Mar 09:   

International Women's
Day 2024 was celebrated by
East Coast Railway on
Saturday in association
with East Coast Railway
Women’s Welfare
Organisation (ECo-
RWWO). Addressing to the
Women Railway
Employees, ECoRWWO
President Mrs Divya
Sharma told that, every
woman should know her
hidden strength and fight
out all hurdles to march
ahead to achieve her goal
and to expose her inherent
talents.

Mrs Sharma also felici-
tated the outstanding
Railway Women employ-
ees for their outstanding
performances in their re-
spective fields. Gracing
the occasion, Additional
General Manager  M K
Behera said that women
are the warriors in every
field of Railway Working
and they have been contin-

uing significantly for
transformation of Indian
Railways.

Altogether, 76 Women
Railway employees were
felicitated to mark the oc-
casion. 14 Women
Railway Employees from
different field were felici-
tated by ECoRWWO for
their outstanding per-
formance. 32 Women
Railway Employees
awarded by ECoRWWO
for their performance in

various competitions.
Apart from this, 30
Women Railway
Employees awarded by the
ECoR administration for
their performance in vari-
ous competitions.

Women’s Day
Celebrations were also ob-
served at Divisional head-
quarters at Khurda Road,
Waltair and Sambalpur
along with at various im-
portant Stations over
ECoR jurisdiction.
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On occasion of
Mahashivratri
Festival celebrated
with religious 
fervour both in
urban and rural
areas

Khairagarh, Mar 09:

On occasion of
Mahashivratri, denizens
of rural areas from
Khaigarh, Chuikhadan
and Gandai district cele-
brated the same with reli-
gious enthusiasm and fer-
vour and offered special
prayers to Lord
Bholenath. The devotees
celebrated the festival in
different styles following
the rituals with great en-
thusiasm.

‘Shivaji ki Barat’ from
Khairagarh:

On occasion of
Mahashivratri festival, in

the ‘Mahotsav’ oragnised
by the city’s Rukkhad
Swami Trust Samiti
( R S T S ) ,
‘Maharudrabhishekh’ was
held at Rukkhad Swami
Mandir in the morning
and prayers were offered
to sacred ‘Shivling’ amidst
playing of traditional mu-
sical instruments and DJ
playing religious songs.
Amidst this ‘Shivji ki
Barat’ and massive
‘Shobha Yatra’ was taken

out and it was participated
by devotees in large num-
ber. The ‘Shobha Yatra’
taken out from Rukkhad
Baba Mandir concluded at
ancient Vireshwar
Mahadev Temple after
making a complete detour
of the city. The
‘Shivalayas’ established in
the city also witnessed
huge gathering of crowd
and devotees continued to
offer oblation to Lord
Shiva and seek blessings.

On the auspicious occa-
sion of Mahashivratri, the
devotees right from urban
to rural areas were found
in large number in the
temples throughout the
day. In this the city’s
Vireshwar Mahadev
Temple witnessed huge
crowd of devotees and the
‘siddha peeth Rukkhad
Swami Mandir, Shetala
Shiv Mandir at Itwari
Bazar; Shiv Mandir at
Turkari Para, and at Naya
Tikrapara; Chodara
Dhaam Shiv Mandir locat-
ed in remote forest area on
Palimeta road and Nathela
mandir at Bazar Ataria
and Shiva’s temple in
Chuikhadan and Gandai
also witnessed huge crowd
of devotees paying obla-
tions to Lord Shiva. Even
the temples in the rural
areas witnessed huge
crowd of villagers offering
prayers in the temples and
seeking blessings.

Devotees throng Lord
Shiva’s temple

From Khaprikalar
to Dokrabhata road

Khairagarh, Mar 09:

The pace of development
works in state has gained
momentum with forma-
tion of BJP government in
the state and the network
of roads in rural areas has
also increased. Under
Khairagarh block of KCG
district, it is after getting
sanction of RCC road from
Khaprikalar to
Dokrabhata by the district
administration, the state
working committee mem-
ber and Rajnandgaon
District Panchayat V-P
Vikrant Singh laid stone
for the road to be con-
structed at the cost of Rs
1.84 cr in the presence of
villagers from Gram
Khaparikalar.

During the stone laying
ceremony, villagers in-
formed Vikrant Singh that
during rainy season, the

Dokrabhata to
Khaparikalar road made
from ‘murrum’ becomes
waterlogged and this ham-
pers traffic on this road for
six months. But now with
the construction of the
road, the students going to
school for studies will get
relief, apart from the peo-

ple of the region.
Vikrant Singh directed

the officers to ensure qual-
ity in the construction of
road. After the foundation
stone laying ceremony,
Vikrant Singh reached the
venue of ‘Shiv
Mahapuran’ katha in
Gram Khaparikalar and

during this Manbodh
Sahu, Gram Patel Niranta,
Tiharu Sahu, Hemu Sen,
Deendayal Sahu, Aatma
Sahu, Mukund Sahu,
Gendlal Sahu, Fagu,
Omprakash Sahu, Paltan,
Mangalu, Duvasu Sahu
and other villagers were
present.

Vikrant Singh lays
stone for ‘pucca’ road

To meet President of
India and visit Delhi

Kawardha, Mar 09:

The Viceroy’s residence in
Delhi long way back is now
the President’s House in
India and a woman from
the tribal community is
the President of India and
women from the state’s
most backward tribal com-
munity are going to Delhi
to meet her. They would
tour the ‘Kartavya Path’
and see ‘Amrut Garden’,
the way the ancestors held
the dream of India and the
country is surging ahead
on that path. A group of 64
women from the Self-Help
Groups (SHGs) of the
state’s most primitive
tribes viz. Baiga, Birhor,
Pahadir Korva, Kamar,
and otoher left for New
Delhi by Air in a flight
from Raipur to Delhi here
on Friday. Dy. Chief
Minister Vijay Sharma de-
parted them from the
Raipur airport. On reach-

ing the President’s House,
they would meet the
President Draupadi
Murmu and would han-
dover to her a gift made by
them. They would also
visit the Amrut  Udhyan in
the President’s house.

These women belong to
SHGs from different dis-
tricts of the state viz.
Kabirdhaam, Balrampur,
Raigarh, Dhamtari, Korba,
Gariyaband and Jashpur.
Under the National Rural
Livelihood Mission, the
members of the Group by
running their job, gives im-
petus to become independ-
ent and they were bid
farewell by the Dy. CM Vijay
Sharma to go to Delhi by
fight from Raipur. Vijay
Sharma as a gift handed

over to them a bag, jacket
and box full of
Chhattisgarhi cuisines. Dy.
CM Vijay Sharma said that
if the Mahatari of
Chhattisgarh are to be seen
live, then it is the ‘didis’ of
SHGs of the state which is
clearly reflected on their
faces. He said that a total of
64 women from WSHGs be-
longing to primitive tribes
are going to meet the
President of India Drupadi
Murmu at Rashtrapati
Bhavan in New Delhi and
would hand-over to her the
products made by WSHGs.
The state government in
order to empower women
and to make them inde-
pendent are providing them
different platform and moti-
vating them to move ahead.

District level women
sports competition and
felicitation ceremony
organized in Swami
Vivekananda College

Manendragarh, Mar 09:

On the auspicious occa-
sion of International
Women’s Day,
Government Swami
Vivekananda College in
Manendragarh hosted a
district-level women’s
sports competition and fe-
licitation ceremony. The
event, organized in collab-
oration with the District
Administration, Sports
and Youth Welfare
Department, and Women
and Child Development
Department, aimed to cele-
brate the achievements of
women in sports and fos-
ter a spirit of empower-
ment.

The felicitation ceremo-
ny commenced with Chief
Guest Anil Kesharwani
paying homage to

Chhattisgarh Mahtari. In
his address, Kesharwani
emphasized the signifi-
cance of competition over
rivalry, urging partici-
pants to strive for victory
with integrity and sports-
manship. He shed light on
the history of
International Women’s

Day, highlighting India’s
reverence for women and
their pivotal role in socie-
ty. Quoting the ancient
scriptures “Yatra
Naryastu Pujyante
Ramante Tatra Devtaah”
of the second chapter of
Manusmriti, he under-
scored the importance of

honoring and respecting
women, emphasizing that
where women are revered,
divinity prevails.

The sports competition
featured a diverse range of
events including Kho-Kho,
Kabaddi, Volleyball,
Athletics, 100-meter race,
shot put, and tawa throw,

attracting girls and
women aged 9 and above.
The winners were recog-
nized and awarded me-
mentos and certificates by
the Sports Department.
Notable competitions in-
cluded Volleyball, where
Kharagwan emerged vic-
torious over
Manendragarh College,
and Kabaddi, where
Khadgawan exhibited ex-
ceptional performance.
The tug of war witnessed
fierce competition be-
tween New Leatheri and
Manendragarh Rural,
with the women of Nai
Ledri emerging victori-
ous.

Additionally, the event
featured entertaining
races such as Jalebi race,
Lagdi race, and chair race,
adding a fun-filled element
to the celebration.
Participants securing the
top three positions in
these races were also hon-
ored, further encouraging
participation and sports-
manship among women.

Innovative initiative
recognizes 
contributions to
social sector 
On International
Women’s Day

Korba, Mar 09:

In a move to celebrate the
spirit of International
Women’s Day, Sankalp
Mahila Mandal at Hasdeo
Thermal Power Station,
Korba West, has intro-
duced the Shubhanjali
Award, an innovative ini-
tiative aimed at uplifting
and motivating women
volunteers engaged in var-
ious social causes.

The inaugural ceremony
witnessed  Niharika
Sharma, the club presi-
dent, bestowing the first

Shubhanjali Award upon
Smita Karkare, co-secre-
tary of Mahila Mandal, in
recognition of her remark-
able contributions to proj-
ects like Maa
Sarvamangala Vanvasi
Kalyan Hostel and other
social service endeavors.
Addressing the audience,
Niharika Sharma empha-
sized the significance of
International Women’s

Day, stating its importance
in promoting women’s par-
ticipation in society and
advocating for their rights.

The Shubhanjali Award,
conceived with the goal of
amplifying women’s roles
in the social service do-
main, marks a significant
step towards empowering
women and fostering their
active engagement in com-
munity development.

SMM launches Shubhanjali Award
to honour women volunteers

Celebrating women’s spirit: Empowerment through sports Group of 64 ‘didis’ from WSHGs leave for Delhi

Sipat, Mar 09:

International Women’s
Day resonated with joy
and fervour at NTPC Sipat
on March 8, under the
theme “Inspire Inclusion”.
The celebration saw the
presence of esteemed fig-
ures including Project
Head Vijay Krishna
Pandey, Chief General
Manager Srijit Kumar,
and General Manager Anil
Shankar Sharan, along-
side department heads
and representatives of the
Union and Association.

The jubilant atmos-
phere was highlighted as
women employees, joined
by Project Head Vijay
Krishna Pandey and other
officials, commemorated
the occasion by cutting a
celebratory cake.
Expressing their gratitude

towards NTPC, the women
employees shared heart-
felt experiences, acknowl-
edging the positive impact
the organization has had
on their lives.

In his address, Project
Head Vijay Krishna
Pandey lauded the re-
markable contributions of
women across social, eco-
nomic, and political
spheres, emphasizing the
evolving landscape where
women are increasingly

empowered and making
significant strides in vari-
ous fields.

The program was
graced by the presence of
Deepmala Kashyap,
A d d i t i o n a l
Superintendent of Police,
Bilaspur, who shared in-
spirational insights from
her own journey, stressing
the importance of perse-
verance in the face of chal-
lenges and advocating for
a healthy work-life bal-

ance.
Symbolic insignias

were presented to all
women employees, associ-
ates, and agency mem-
bers, including CISF per-
sonnel and women em-
ployees of Bal Bharti
Public School.
Additionally, heartfelt
wishes accompanied to-
kens presented to women
contract workers, reflect-
ing the spirit of cama-
raderie and appreciation.

The event showcased a
film crafted by women em-
ployees, featuring motiva-
tional quotes from depart-
ment heads, which gar-
nered widespread acclaim.
Various engaging activi-
ties marked the culmina-
tion of the program,
adding depth and signifi-
cance to the day’s festivi-
ties.

NTPC Sipat celebrates International Women’s Day with inspiring festivities

Dantewada, Mar 09:

‘I was the Sarpanch of my
village. My husband and I
were active in improving
the village. Both of us had
to face threats for develop-
ment work. We were pres-
surised to stop develop-
ment works. We were
asked to close our school
and Anganwadi. I was
deeply hurt by this. I de-
cided to oppose Naxals. I
felt the need to empower
myself after understand-
ing the problems of my
society and I became a
fighter. Today I feel more
powerful than my hus-
band. Bastar fighter
Pokeshwari Salam of
Narayanpur narrated her
life story to the Chief
Minister Vishnu Deo Sai
on Friday.

On the occasion of
International Women’s

Day, Chief Minister
Vishnu Deo Sai today in-
teracted with the female
police personnel of
Danteshwari Fighters and
Bastar Fighters in a pro-
gram organized in the au-
ditorium of Javanga
Education City,
Dantewada. They also
shared their life experi-

ences with the Chief
Minister.

Chief Minister Sai ap-
plauded the courage of
Pokeshwari and said that,
“I also started my political
journey as ‘Panch’. With
public support, I became
Sarpanch, MLA, MP,
Minister at the Centre and
now I am serving as the

Chief Minister of the
state.”

Sheetal informed the
Chief Minister that her
village was also afflicted
by Naxal terrorism. Her
family had to suffer the
consequences of Naxal ac-
tivities. She added that her
Dada’s brother was killed
for supporting Salwa
Judum and the Naxals
kept pressurizing her fa-
ther’s sister to join their
party. Uncle became in-
sane due to constant
stress. “I pursued educa-
tion even under difficult
circumstances because I
believed in the power of
education, but I am sad
that I am still unable to re-
turn to my village,” she
said.

CM Sai, while consoling
Sheetal said, “Sheetal Ji, I
am very sad to hear about
the tough times you and

your family went through
due to Naxal terrorism.
But you have raised an im-
portant issue which is
very close to my heart.
Education and that too
women’s education. I also
believe in the power of ed-
ucation. And I believe that
if a man is educated, only
one person is educated,
but if a woman is educated
then the whole family is
educated. This is the
power of women’s educa-
tion. Our government is
completely dedicated to
women’s education. I hope
that after listening to your
story, women of
Chhattisgarh will be in-
spired to get education.”
Chief Minister also stated
that the children of Silger
and Tekalgudem Puvarti
were taken on a tour of the
capital Raipur which gave
them new exposure.

If a woman is educated then the whole family is educated: CM Sai
Decided to
oppose Naxals
and become a
fighter:
Pokeshwari

Showed
courage by
getting
education even
in difficult 
circumstances,
CM saluted
Sheetal’s
courage

Korba, Mar 09:

As part of the ongoing
National Safety Week ac-
tivities, Hasdeo Thermal
Power Station, Korba
West, conducted a compre-
hensive training and
awareness program fo-
cused on women’s safety.
The initiative, held on
International Women’s
Day, March 8, aimed to ed-
ucate and empower all fe-
male employees within the
plant premises.

Led by the Safety
Department team, com-
prising Safety Officers
Priya Mishra and
Pramanand Jangade, the
program provided in-
sights into the Prevention
of Sexual Harassment at

Workplace Act, 2013, en-
suring that women offi-
cers and employees re-
ceived essential informa-
tion regarding their rights
and avenues for support.

Executive Director
(Production) Sanjay
Sharma, in recognition of
the invaluable contribu-
tion of women to the na-
tion’s progress, extended

warm greetings and best
wishes to all on
International Women’s
Day. The conclusion of the
program witnessed
Assistant Environment
Manager Vikas Uike ex-
pressing gratitude to both
regular and irregular
women employees for
their participation and
contribution to the suc-

cess of the event.
The completion of this

training and awareness
program underscores the
commitment of Hasdeo
Thermal Power Station to-
wards fostering a safe and
supportive work environ-
ment, reaffirming its dedi-
cation to the well-being
and empowerment of its
female workforce.

Women’s safety program marks success
at Hasdeo Thermal Power Station



Raipur, Mar 09

Chief Minister Vishnu Deo
Sai will inaugurate ‘Kala
Kendra’ behind the swim-
ming pool of Nalanda
Complex of Raipur on
March 10. The program
will be presided over by
Deputy Chief Minister
Arun Sao and Forest
Minister Kedar Kashyap.
Ministers Brijmohan
Agarwal, OP Choudhary
and MP Sunil Soni will be
present as special guests.
MLA Rajesh Munat,
Purandar Mishra, Motilal
Sahu and Anuj Sharma
will also be present.

Training will be given to
small children and youth
in Kala Kendra. Separate
training rooms have been
prepared in the campus,
where training in musical
instruments like drawing,
sculpture, singing, classi-
cal dance, western dance,
art and craft, tabla, harmo-
nium, drum, keyboard etc.
and other arts will be pro-
vided. Artists will be able
to get training in various
genres. A recording room

for recording songs has
also been constructed in
the Kala Kendra premises.
There will also be a facility
to present cultural pro-
grams from time to time on
the stage of the campus.
With the opening of Kala
Kendra, a platform will be
available to the artists and
the inherent talent of the
children will also come to
the fore.

Raipur, Mar 09:

On the lines of Nalanda
Campus Library, Chief
Minister  Vishnudeo Sai
will inaugurate the newly
constructed Smart
Reading Zone cum
Library “Takshashila” in
Motibagh on  March 10.
On this occasion, Chief
Minister  Sai will discuss
with the youth and dis-
tribute permanent mem-
bership cards to the mem-
bers. The program will be
presided over by Deputy
Chief Minister  Arun
Sao. Ministers Kedar
Kashyap, Brijmohan

Agarwal, O.P. Chaudhary
and MP Mr. Sunil Soni
will be present as special
guests. MLA Rajesh
Munat, Purandar
Mishra, Motilal Sahu and
Anuj Sharma will also be
present. The district ad-
ministration has request-
ed all the members to be
present in the program.

With the aim of develop-
ing an educational center
in the center of the city,
the second largest library
of the state has been con-
structed. With this, the

youth preparing for com-
petitive exams will get the
benefit of good facilities.
550 youths have secured
membership to study in
the library by paying the
prescribed fee.

750 seater library has
been constructed at a cost
of Rs 8.05 crore. Only au-
thorized members will be
given entry into the state-
of-the-art library through
biometric system. The
two-storey building will
provide facility to 750 read-
ers to read together and

currently 10 thousand
books are available. A digi-
tal reading zone has also
been created in the library.
Members will also get lift
facility. They will also get
the benefit of free Wi-Fi.
There will be parking fa-
cility for 800 vehicles in
the Takshila complex and
a food zone has also been
created in the parking
area. Apart from students,
disabled people will also
get better facilities in this
library.

From March 11, mem-
bers will be able to take ad-
vantage of the reading
zone cum library.

Youth will be able to
study in a better environ-
ment on the rooftop of
Takshila Library. Tables
and chairs have been in-
stalled for the members
to sit. Collector Dr.
Gaurav Singh said that
books will be purchased
based on the demand of
the members. Necessary
instructions have been
given to the 
officials for this.

Chief Minister to inaugurate ‘Takshashila’
reading zone cum library today
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CM watched the
movie “Article
370” with his wife
Kaushalya Sai

Raipur, Mar 09:

Chhattisgarh Government
has made the movie
“Article 370” tax-free in the
state. Chief Minister an-
nounced the decision when
he arrived at Magneto Mall
to watch the movie. He was
accompanied by his wife,
Kaushalya Sai,
Agriculture Minister
Ramvichar Netam and
Forest Minister Kedar
Kashyap.

Chief Minister praised
the movie “Article 370” and
urged everyone to watch it.
He stated that the idea of

revoking Article 370 from
Jammu and Kashmir was
very difficult, and it was
believed that its removal
would bring unrest in the
valley. However, with the
firm determination and
wisdom of Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi and
Home Minister Amit
Shah, Article 370 was re-
voked from Jammu and
Kashmir. This not only es-

tablished peace and tran-
quilly in the valley but also
created an atmosphere of
freedom and peace.

Chief Minister stated,
“Our ideology revolves
around “One nation, one
constitution, one em-
blem”. Article 370 for
Jammu and Kashmir was
incompatible with this
fundamental ideology. Our
leaders have opposed

Article 370 since independ-
ence. We had promised to
remove Article 370, and
under the leadership of
our Prime Minister,
Narendra Modi, this
promise was fulfilled.
Modiji has taken a mile-
stone decision for the
unity of India”.

Chief Minister shared
that the movie portrayed
the situation in Kashmir
very well and highlighted
how Article 370 had hin-
dered the development in
Kashmir. The movie de-
picts the extent of the
struggle the leaders under-
went to abolish it.

On this occasion MP
Sunil Soni, MLA Anuj
Sharma, MLA Khushwant
Saheb, and MLA Sampat
Agrawal were also pres-
ent.

Article 370’ movie 
‘Tax-Free’ in Ch’garh: Sai

Transmission
company
installed a new
transformer at a
cost of Rs 4.64 cr

Raipur, Mar 09: 
Chhattisgarh State Power
Companies is doing concrete
work on power infrastructure
to accelerate agricultural and
economic development activi-
ties in the rural areas of the
state. In this series,
Chhattisgarh State Power
Transmission Company
installed a new 63 MVA trans-
former in the 132/33 KV ultra
high pressure power substation
located at Parrinala

(Rajnandgaon), which will pro-
vide uninterrupted and quality
electricity to households and
industries along with farmers
of Balod, Durg and
Rajnandgaon areas. 

The new transformer
installed in the power substa-
tion was energized by Rajesh
Kumar Shukla, Managing
Director of the Transmission
Company. Shukla said that
under the direction of  Chief
Minister Vishnu Dev Sai and
Chairman of Power Companies
P. Dayanand, special attention
is being given to power infra-
structure development.

A new 63 MVA transformer
has been installed in the 132
KV sub-station Rajnandgaon
located at Parrinala at a cost of

Rs 4 crore 64 lakh, increasing
its capacity to 103 MVA. Has
occurred.

33 KV from this sub-centre.
Nine feeders have emerged.
From this there will be power
supply in Rajnandgaon feeder
one and two, RK Nagar,
Kanchanbagh, Durg one and
two, Sai Chemical, Chikhali,
Industrial Area and Parsuli
feeder.

Due to which about 95 thou-
sand consumers of
Rajnandgaon city, Somni,
Singhola, Durg, Balod areas
will get uninterrupted and
quality electricity.

On this occasion, Chief
Engineer Substation Raipur G.
Anand Rao and Chief
Engineer of Distribution
Company (Rajnandgaon
Region)  T.K. Meshram, Chief
Engineer (Durg Region)  M.
Jamulkar and Superintending
Engineer  Sunil Bhuarya and
concerned Executive
Engineer, Assistant Engineer
and other officers and
employees were present.

For women
entrepreneur
‘She-Hub’ started
for women 
entrepreneurs in
Raipur

Raipur, Mar 09:

As per the wish of Chief
Minister  Vishnu Deo Sai,
Raipur District
Administration is starting
“She Hub” program in col-
laboration with Maitriya
School to promote women
entrepreneurship. Under
this program, an accelera-
tor program is being run
for women entrepreneurs
on the basis of “Zero to
One” formula. Women asso-
ciated with entrepreneur-
ship can join this program
by applying on the link
https://maytreeai.com/she-
hub/.

Collector Dr. Gaurav
Kumar Singh has said in
this regard that the aim of
Raipur district adminis-
tration is to create a best
and excellent startup
ecosystem for women en-
trepreneurs in Raipur.
This commitment is to en-
courage innovation pro-
grams and works in
Raipur and provide sup-

port and guidance to ac-
cess resources. The pro-
gram aims to provide the
necessary platform and
guidance to empower
women entrepreneurs on
priority basis while creat-
ing an enabling environ-
ment for inclusive growth.
The program is committed
to determining economic
growth and prosperity in

the field of entrepreneur-
ship. Main benefits of the
program to women -  equi-
ty free support, mentor-
ship by top industry men-
tors, training and guid-
ance, access and guidance
from founders, industry
experts, networking with
big startup founders, fi-
nancial support through
various government initia-
tives, technical financial
support up to Rs 1 crore
from private angels and
venture capitalists (de-
pending on assessment and
selection) and Go-to-market
strategy support. Collector
Dr. Gaurav Singh said that
from today this program
has been started by Raipur
District Administration
and Municipal Corporation
in collaboration with
Maitriya School for the em-
powerment and develop-
ment of women entrepre-
neurs.

Raipur district administration to create best
and excellent startup ecosystem: Collector 

Capacity enhancement of sub station
to overcome voltage problem

Raipur, Mar 09:

Today, training was provid-
ed to the master trainers
appointed for the Lok
Sabha elections 2024 in the
Red Cross Society meeting
room located in the
Collectorate premises.
Under the instructions of
Dr. Gaurav Kumar Singh
Collector and District
Election Officer and under
the guidance of Chief
Executive Officer in-
charge of training,
District Panchayat
Vishwadeep, 97 master
trainers have been ap-

pointed for the Lok Sabha
elections 2024. Master
trainers were provided de-
tailed training by Joint
Collector Mr. Umashankar,
Assistant Nodal Officer for
Training Mr. Kedar Patel
and Master Trainers Mr.
Rakesh Dedghave and Mr.
Ajit Hundait. Assistant
Nodal Officer in training,
Kedar Patel told the train-
ers that training of polling
parties is very important.
If the trainers train the
polling teams well then the
elections will be conducted
smoothly and without any
hindrance.

On occasion of Int’nl
Women’s Day

Raipur, Mar 09:

The Pro Bono Club HNLU,
launched the sexual health
awareness programme
with the Government
Girls Higher Secondary
School, Upparwara on
Mar 7th commemorating
the International Women’s
Day. The faculty and stu-
dents of the Pro Bono Club
interacted with the girl
students aged between 12-
17 of the school on the ba-
sics of reproductive
health, consent, contra-
ception, and LGBTQ+ in-
clusivity.

The Programme had
briefings from the HNLU
Pro Bono club members
and had a Q & A session
with the students. The pro-
gramme was also attended
by the teachers of the
School coordinated by Ms.
Rekha Thakur, Principal
of the school.

Dr. Parvesh Kumar
Rajput, convenor of the
Prof Bono Club of
HNLU remarked, “In our
Pro Bono initiative, we
focus on addressing
women related issues.
This programme is aim-
ing to provide every
young girl a safe space to
discuss and understand
topics which they may
not feel comfortable to

talk in front of their par-
ents or peers”.

The Prof Bono Club of
HNLU is actively engaged
in community develop-
ment programmes on
legal and social issues of
the local community. The
event on Mar 07 was assist-
ed by Parvati Nambiar,
Sarah Joy, Ayush Tiwari
and other students of Pro
Bono Club.

HNLU Pro Bono Club takes initiative
on Sexual Health Awareness 

By presenting
Ramcharit Manas
Ramayana book 

Raipur, Mar 09

Uttam Kumar Sahu, direc-
tor of Kiran News Agency,
congratulated Khanna
News Agency Director
Senapati Khanna and other
hardworking colleagues
Bombay Market Raipur
Centre Tikaram Yadav and
Chudamani Sahu and hon-
oured them by presenting
Ramcharit Manas
Ramayana Granth.
Circulation department

staff from all newspapers
were present at felicitation
ceremony to present
Ramayana Book. Virendra
Mishra, Kamlesh Thakur,
Vikas Mishra, Domendra
Thakur, Gunendra
Dewangan, Praveen
Awasthi, Devvrat Sahu,
Rajesh Verma, Kheluram
Sahu, Vinay Verma were
present. The 5025th
Samajik Ratna Samman
has been awarded with
Ramayana Granth from the
year 2016 to March 2024 in
the memory of Ramayana
commentator Noharlal
Sahu Bawankuria.

KNA honours its 
hardworking colleagues

Training of polling parties
is very important: Patel Pali Mahotsav 

inaugurated in the
presence of
Industry, Commerce
and Labour Minister
and Rajya Sabha MP
Saroj Pandey.

Raipur, Mar 09:

The two-day Pali Mahotsav,
dedicated to International
Women’s Day along with
Mahashivratri festival, was
inaugurated by Industry,
Commerce and Labour
Minister  Lakhanlal
Dewangan, Rajya Sabha
MP Saroj Pandey and other
guests by lighting the lamp

in village Kerajharia of
Korba district. On this occa-
sion, he congratulated
women’s on  International
Women’s Day and
Mahashivratri and said
that the historical Shiva
temple of Pali is an impor-
tant part of the culture and
heritage of Chhattisgarh.
The culture here is getting
a distinct identity through
the Pali festival.

Chief guest at the festi-
val, Minister  Lakhanlal
Dewangan said that organ-
izing Pali Mahotsav is relat-
ed to the pride of the people
of this region. It was start-
ed during the time of for-
mer Chief Minister Dr.

Raman Singh. National and
local artists are given op-
portunities to celebrate it
grandly. He said that by ful-
filling the guarantee given
by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, the Chief
Minister of the state,
Vishnu Deo Sai has taken a
decision in the interest of

the farmers. The promise of
purchasing 21 quintals of
paddy per acre and price of
paddy at Rs 3100 will be ful-
filled. Soon on March 12,
the difference amount will
be transferred to the ac-
counts of the farmers. He
said that the remuneration
price of tendupatta has
been increased from Rs
4,000 to Rs 55 hundred per
standard bag. Through
Mahtari Vandan Yojana,
an amount of Rs 1000 will
be provided every month
in the accounts of all eligi-
ble women from March 10.

During this, Rajya
Sabha MP Saroj Pandey
said that the festival of

Mahashivratri is celebrat-
ed with great pomp. Lord
Mahadev is an important
part of faith and culture in
our country and we all
wish that Mahadev keeps
all our countrymen happy
and takes them forward in
the path of success. May
our Chhattisgarh and coun-

try continuously move for-
ward on the path of devel-
opment. She expressed hap-
piness over organizing the
program in connection
with Women’s Day and
honoring women artists
and said that women power
is worth worshiping in our
country.

Pali Mahotsav gives distinct identity to culture of Ch’garh: Dewangan

750 seater fully
equipped library
will operate 24
hours

550 youth 
confirmed their
membership by
paying the 
prescribed fee.

Kala Kendra Raipur
inauguration today



MMaarrrriiaaggee  iinn  HHiinndduu  SSaannaattaann  DDhhaarrmmaa
In Hindu religion, marriage is consid-

ered one of the sixteen sacraments.
Marriage literally means bearing a spe-
cial responsibility.  The marriage cere-
mony is commonly known as Hindu mar-
riage.  Hindu marriage is a relationship
between husband and wife for many
births.  By taking seven rounds of fire
and keeping the Pole Star as witness,
the two body, mind and soul get tied in a
sacred bond.  In Hindu marriage, there is
more spiritual relationship between hus-
band and wife than physical relationship
and this relationship is considered ex-
tremely sacred.  According to Hindu be-
liefs, out of the four ashrams of human
life, the ceremony of betrothal i.e. mar-
riage is absolutely necessary for the
"Grahsth ashram".

GGoottrraa  mmaattcchhiinngg  bbeeffoorree  HHiinndduu  mmaarrrriiaaggee
The relationship for marriage begins

with the exchange of Gotra information.
Which some people call conservative
thinking or superstition. Gotra has great
importance in Sanatan Dharma.
According to beliefs, Gotra is the form of
descendant of Saptarishi. In Hindu reli-
gion, marriage within the same Gotra is
not allowed. Due to belonging to the
same Gotra, the genetic structure is simi-
lar. It is said that the more the distance
between the boy and the girl, the better

the marriage is considered. The children
of such a couple are very talented and
very strong. According to Vedic culture,
marriage within the same Gotra is prohib-
ited because due to belonging to the
same Gotra, boy and Girl have a relation
just like brother and sister as they have
same ancestors. According to astrological
belief, the Gotra changes after seven
generations. In such a situation, marriage
can take place within the same Gotra.
However, there are many differences of
opinion regarding this notion also.

In Hindu communities, marriage with-
in the same Gotra is considered inappro-
priate. Gotra has special importance
among Hindus. According to the Vedas,
mankind is the descendant of great sages
like Vishwamitra, Jamadagni, Bhardwaj,
Gautam, Atri, Vashishtha, Kashyap and
Agastya. According to mythological be-
liefs, every sage has his own reputation.
In such a situation, if a person marries in
the same Gotra then he is considered to
belong to the same family.

Gotra system is related to blood rela-
tions and genetic structure. In such a sit-
uation, marrying within the same clan
may cause not only physical abnormali-
ties but also psychological defects in the
child due to absence of genetic varia-
tions .In marriages ,  some  places 4
Gotras are left and in others there is a

rule of leaving 3 Gotras. According to
traditions, the first Gotra is one's own.
The second is the mother's clan and the
third is the grandmother's clan. Many
people also follow maternal
Grandmother's gotra.

WWhhaatt  iiss  tthhee  mmeeaanniinngg  ooff  
hhaavviinngg  tthhee  ssaammee  GGoottrraa

Hindu society is divided into castes
and there is a system of Gotra in each
caste like Brahmin is a caste but in this
the names of Gotras are given after their
sages like the Gotra of the generations of
Guru Vashishtha is Vashishtha, the de-
scendants of Rishi Bhardwaj are of
Bhardwaj Gotra. The gotra of the children
of Rishi Gautam was Gautam etc. Similar
system exists in other castes also. Panini
has told in Ashtadhyayi that all the chil-
dren of a person, including his grandchil-
dren, will be said to be of the same Gotra.
Now if both the boy and the girl belong to
the same Gotra, then on the basis of their
ancestors relationship they belong to the
same family, in such a situation their re-
lationship is considered as brother and
sister on the basis of blood relationship
and genetic makeup. The genetic struc-
ture of both is the same, hence if such
marriage takes place, there will be no ge-
netic diversity in the future generations
and if any genetic error or disorder has
been present in their ancestors, then
there is a high possibility of that disorder
continuing in the future generations also.
These disorders can be mental, physical
and genetic. According to the scriptures,
endogamy increases the chances of
problems like short life, low intelligence,
lack of immunity and disability.
SScciieennttiiffiicc  rreeaassoonn  bbeehhiinndd  GGoottrraa  MMaattcchhiinngg

According to science, if a couple
marries in the same Gotra or clan, their
children may have genetic defects.
K.Thangaraj, Senior Scientist at the
Center for Cellular and Molecular
Biology, has discovered in his study that
consanguineous marriage increases the
chances of birth of a boy who is born
impotent. It has also been explained in

detail in the scriptures. Every seventh
married couple in the world is a victim
of impotence. Among the many causes
of impotence, there is a disturbance in
genes, one of which can be marriage
within a Gotra.

According to Rakesh Kumar Mishra,
director of the Center for Cellular and
Molecular Biology, 'According to the
World Health Organization, more than 8
crore people in India are suffering from
genetic diseases. Among the many rea-
sons for the birth of children suffering
from such diseases, consanguineous
marriage is a major reason among them.

CCMB scientist K Thangaraj, after
studying 973 impotent men, found that
more than 29 percent of them had im-
potence due to genetic disorder.
Studies show that the gene responsible
for producing sperm was not present in
the Y chromosome of such men. This is
called azoospermia factor.

This shows the scientific base of
Hindu religion. 4-5 years ago, when
lions started dying in the forests of Gir,
the team of doctors did research and
found out that due to physical relations
in the same family, the immunity of the
lions was not as much as it should be. To
save the lions, male lions were brought
from abroad and artificial mating was
done so that a healthy breed of lions
could be created.

In ancient times and in some places
even today, marriage is prohibited even
within the family of mother, grandmoth-
er and maternal grandmother. This is
completely scientific because some-
where inside them there is a trace of the
DNA of their ancestors. The more distant
the DNA, the better for a healthy child.
Hindu religion and scriptures are com-
patible. Charls Darwin and Lemarck ,
great biologists also proved scientifically
that genetic variations are the raw mate-
rial for biological evolution.

((WWrriitteerr  iiss  aa  SSrr..  CCoolluummnniisstt,,  DDeehhrraadduunn,,
UUttttaarraakkhhaanndd))

T he  verdict by the Supreme Court, quashing an FIR
against Professor Javed Ahmed Hajam for his criti-

cal comments on the abrogation of Article 370, is a reaf-
firmation of the fundamental right to criticize state ac-
tions. This ruling serves as a beacon of hope for safe-
guarding freedom of speech and expression, a corner-
stone of any thriving democracy. The Maharashtra
Police's invocation of Section 153-A of the IPC to silence
Prof. Hajam's dissent is deeply concerning. It reflects a
worrying trend of using legal mechanisms to stifle legiti-
mate criticism and suppress dissenting voices. The judi-
ciary's intervention to protect individuals' right to ex-
press dissent without fear of reprisal is a crucial step to-
wards preserving democratic principles. The case of
Prof. Hajam sheds light on the broader issue of govern-
ment overreach and the need for greater accountability
in law enforcement agencies. The Supreme Court's call
to educate police personnel about the constitutional val-
ues of freedom of speech and expression is a step in the
right direction. It underscores the importance of uphold-
ing democratic norms and ensuring that law enforce-
ment agencies operate within the bounds of the law.
Moreover, this verdict serves as a reminder of the role of
the judiciary in safeguarding individual liberties and
checking executive overreach. By holding the state ac-
countable for its actions and upholding the rights guaran-
teed by the Constitution, the judiciary plays a vital role in
maintaining the balance of power in a democratic socie-
ty. In light of this ruling, it is imperative that all stakehold-
ers, including the government, law enforcement agen-
cies, and civil society, work together to foster a culture of
tolerance and respect for dissenting opinions. Citizens
must feel empowered to engage in constructive criticism
without fear of reprisal, knowing that their voices will be
heard and respected. Ultimately, the Supreme Court's
decision in the case of Prof. Hajam is a victory for democ-
racy and the rule of law. It sends a clear message that no
individual should be persecuted for exercising their right
to freedom of speech and expression. Moving forward, it
is incumbent upon all of us to remain vigilant and uphold
the values of democracy, ensuring that every citizen's
voice is heard and respected.

I n his State of the Union Address, US President Joe
Biden outlined a renewed commitment to fortifying

partnerships with key allies, notably India, Australia, and
Japan, in response to the escalating influence of China.
Biden's assertion comes amid growing apprehension
over Beijing's unfair economic practices and military
posturing in the Taiwan Strait. Emphasizing a stance of
competition rather than conflict with China, Biden un-
derscored America's resolve to secure its position as a
global leader in the 21st century. Central to this strategy
is the revitalization of alliances with countries like India,
where enhanced defense cooperation and joint military
exercises serve as bulwarks against regional aggression
and promote stability in the Indo-Pacific region. The
Indo-Pacific, witnessing heightened geopolitical ten-
sions, particularly surrounding Taiwan, underscores the
urgency of collaborative efforts between Washington
and New Delhi. By aligning their shared democratic val-
ues, the two nations can confront challenges to regional
peace and uphold a rules-based order that safeguards
sovereignty and freedom of navigation. The Quad al-
liance, comprising the US, India, Australia, and Japan,
has emerged as a critical mechanism for countering
China's expansionist agenda. With a focus on fostering a
free, open, and inclusive Indo-Pacific, the Quad provides
a platform for coordinated action against coercion and
intimidation. Moreover, it addresses a spectrum of glob-
al threats, from maritime security to cybersecurity, bol-
stering its relevance in an increasingly complex strategic
landscape. President Biden's commitment to multilater-
alism underscores the importance of collective action in
confronting common challenges. By leveraging the com-
bined strengths of its allies, the US aims to assert its in-
fluence and deter Chinese assertiveness. The Quad's
growing clout signals a shift towards a more cohesive
and proactive approach to regional security, challenging
Beijing's unilateral ambitions. As Biden reaffirms
America's commitment to leading the competition for
the 21st century, it is evident that strategic partnerships
with like-minded nations, particularly India, will be in-
strumental in shaping the geopolitical landscape. By fos-
tering stability and cooperation in the Indo-Pacific, the
US-led coalition aims to counterbalance China's rise and
uphold a vision of a world governed by democratic prin-
ciples and shared prosperity.
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Political Pivot
In the aftermath of shocking loss-

es in the Pakistan elections, Nawaz
Sharif of the Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N) opts out of
assuming the Prime Minister's role,
signaling a strategic move. Despite
an uneasy alliance with the Pakistan
People's Party (PPP), Sharif avoids
leading a coalition government, pre-
ferring to wield influence from the
sidelines. With Pakistan's economy
faltering and Imran Khan's Tehreek-
e-Insaf party posing a challenge,
Sharif navigates the political land-
scape cautiously. Amid strained in-
ternational relations, particularly
with nations beyond China, Sharif's
decision reflects a calculated stance
to remain influential without shoul-
dering the burdens of governance.

DDrr  GGaannaappaatthhii  BBhhaatt,,  AAkkoollaa

Sudha Murty's
Nomination

On International Women's Day,
President Draupadi Murmu nomi-
nates Sudha Murty, former
Chairperson of Infosys Foundation,
to Rajya Sabha, echoing PM
Narendra Modi's praise for Nari
Shakti. With over thirty books to her
name and awards like Sahitya
Akademi Bal Sahitya Puraskar,
Sudha Murty's nomination evokes
hopes for impactful contributions.
Despite concerns over her atten-
dance, unlike Lata Mangeshkar,
Murty expresses readiness to learn
and serve. At 73, her potential to
shape the nation's destiny is promis-
ing. Her appointment aligns with PM
Modi's age limit policy, suggesting a
dynamic shift in governance. Sudha
Murty's induction offers optimism
for effective representation and
leadership in Parliament.
BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,  FFaarriiddaabbaadd

Disheartening
Diplomacy

Despite India's significant contri-
bution to Maldives' tourism econo-
my through Indian tourists,
President Mohamed Muizzu's anti-
India stance reflects a misguided al-
legiance to China. His apparent ani-
mosity towards New Delhi overlooks
India's support and goodwill.
Muizzu's alignment with Beijing's in-
terests disregards the island nation's
gratitude towards India. It's impera-
tive for Muizzu to reassess his posi-
tion, and India must diplomatically
engage with Maldives to ensure mu-
tual cooperation and understanding.

MMKK  NNaaiirr,,    RRaaiippuurr

Liberating Women
Breaking free from entrenched

social norms is crucial for women's
empowerment. Accessible public
transportation, equal resource allo-
cation, and technological opportuni-
ties are essential for their advance-
ment. Women deserve safe and sani-
tary health facilities, free from vio-
lence and discrimination. Educating
men on the economic benefits of
empowering women is key to socie-
tal transformation. By investing in
women and fostering gender equali-
ty, we pave the way for universal
prosperity, irrespective of gender.

SShhiivv  KKuummaarr  MMiisshhrraa
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Devotees at the Aluva Shiva temple on Mahashivratri, at the bank of Periyar river, in Kochi, Saturday, March 9.

MAHASHIVRATRI FESTIVAL

RAJENDER KUMAR SHARMA
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Defending Democratic Dissent

M.R.Lalu 

W hen political rivalries convert
college campuses into

hotspots of crime and criminal behav-
iour, education takes a back seat. There
has always been an epidemic of crime
spreading exponentially in college cam-
puses across the state of Kerala and I
personally could witness many. It was on
17 September 1996, the state witnessed
one of the most heart-wrenching cam-
pus brutalities carried out by a main-
stream political party. In an attempt to
silence political rivalry, three young boys
from the BJP’s students wing ABVP were
brutally chased and killed by students
from the same college and goons from
outside the campus that belonged to the
left parties. This heinous incident of
abrupt brutality had taken place in the
Devaswom Board College in Parumala.
When being chased and tortured by a vi-
olent mob from the Students Federation
of India (SFI), the students’ wing of the
CPI (M), the three jumped into River
Pampa. The idea was to swim across the
river and escape. But the barbarous
goons began to pelt stones from the
riverbed critically injuring the boys in

water and they had drowned. The local
women who were busy washing clothes
tried to rope out the hapless boys with
their clothes. But they were chased
away by the wanton brutes and all the
three died in the river.

Campus politics has always been a
parallel track played in tune with the dic-
tums of parties that ruled the state. Most
of the students gain merit for represent-
ing the ruling party and they are given a
free hand by the police when chaotic
skirmishes take place. There have been
plenty of instances in which lives have
been lost and many students have be-
come victims of political insanity. The
Kannur district of the state deserves a
special reference here as it remained the
most acrimonious landscape for the
state politics where rivalries between
the BJP and CPI (M) destroyed a number
of families. Both parties have had consis-
tent efforts to steer their presence in this
district which is in the Malabar region.
Situation became turbulent when the
traditional stronghold of the CPI (M) had
shatteringly faced a systematic ideologi-
cal invasion from the BJP and the Sangh
Parivar. This had absolutely been lead-
ing the entire region to break into a huge
political turmoil that gained notoriety for
decades. Hundreds of party workers got
butchered by the violence unleashed by
the parties. Many people died and many
families perished.

This narration was necessary here to
elaborate the quantum of political acri-
mony prevailed among parties in the
state. But the present scenario turned
this traditional enmity and acrimony
more inhuman. Campuses are no more
centers of learning. Across the state they
have now been turning into breeding

grounds of goons. With the uninterrupt-
ed supply of drugs and being baptized in
ruthless political indoctrination, a huge
number of students have gone direction-
less. Kerala’s universities have long been
witness to violence and spine chilling
horror of student politics. With the latest
brutality of political indoctrination, the
foot soldiers of Students Federation of
India (SFI) have managed to kill J S
Sidharthan, a 20 year old second-year
student of veterinary college, Pookot,
Wayanad, under the Kerala University.
The punishment executed on the young
boy by the brutal gang was beyond com-
parison and narration. It is reported that
he was stripped naked and beaten up
with belts and cable wires by his class-
mates and seniors in front of other stu-
dents. His close friends were threatened
and forced to beat him up when the
show of cruelty was performed in broad
daylight. The probe found the involve-
ment of almost 31 students. This heart-
breaking trial-cum-torture continued for
almost three days leading the boy to
commit suicide. His body was later
found hanging lifeless in the hostel.

Governor Arif Mohammed Khan has
suspended the Vice-Chancellor of the
university ordering a judicial enquiry.
Now, there is a crucial question that
began to distressingly prickle the con-
science of the people of the state. That
why was the entire population of stu-
dents and staff in the hostel silent on the
inhuman torture of the boy? Why was
the management of the college tight-
lipped on violence inside its premises?
This insensitivity indicates the depth of
fear on this horribly rampant criminality
that has been controlling the campus; it
also finger-points at the failure of the ed-

ucation system.  Evidently, the ruling
class has been applying its political
power to cripple the system with its no-
torious interference and the administra-
tion in universities and colleges have
silently been forced to remain servile to
their political masters. There has been a
huge wave of violence infiltrating into
the campuses with political groups and
radicalized religious groups getting con-
sistently active among students.

Should this incident be seen as a
usual occurrence of ragging breaking all
extremes of brutality or was there a ter-
rible mindset emanating from the vacu-
um of organizations that the
Government of India has recently
banned? Could they successfully stretch
their ugly claws into colleges and univer-
sities by systematically intruding into
political parties?  What was the real in-
tent of the crime that the goons perpetu-
ated on a hapless boy? Was this criminal
justice system executed by the students
motivated by the brutal depiction of cru-
elty being carried out by the Taliban or
other outfits working in countries where
the atmosphere is warm and fertile for
barbarity? Violent means of murders in
the state, especially among the youth,
should have shaken the society long be-
fore, but there seems a lack of urgency
and lethargy again and again dominat-
ing its value system. Trimming the aspi-
rations of a state that once remained an
excellent hub for quality education, its
political system has certainly pushed it
through the tunnel of hatred and inhu-
man retribution.

Schools and colleges have lost their
lessons of empathy and the value system
that we cherished once got deeply dis-
pelled. The state of Kerala has lost its

sheen of being one of the most empa-
thetic societies. Often being applauded
for its socio-political awareness and ex-
cellent performance in various socio-
economic indices, Kerala has maintained
its status of being a good example for
the rest of the country. But its terrible
failure and inability to understand the
need of maintaining values that would
nurture its existence as a society is a re-
ality. Irrespective of it being a society
with good living standards, the state has
grown into an insensitive terrain for
moral values. With bigoted cries for free
speech and scientific thinking being
heard louder; the campuses in the state
have lost the essence of a learning at-
mosphere well knit with compassion, tol-
erance and mutual acceptance.
Overwhelmingly misguided by different
political ideologies, religious radicaliza-
tion and social media, young minds in
the state have lost their purpose.
Political parties being purposefully par-
tial and supportive of regimentation in
the society have further deepened the
malaise. Mostly, the crisis was the artifi-
cial creation of the ruling class that kept
dismantling the minds of young genera-
tions by viciously squandering their
imaginations of progress. The crisis is
deep as the malice is emerging thicker
threatening the existence of the state. At
this juncture, how sincere and action ori-
ented is the government? Let us grieve
for Sidharthan, with this question rever-
berating in our minds repeatedly.

((WWrriitteerr  iiss  aa  FFrreeeellaannccee  JJoouurrnnaalliisstt//
AAuutthhoorr..  TThhee  vviieewwss  eexxpprreesssseedd  aabboovvee  

aarree  tthhee  aauutthhoorr''ss  oowwnn..  TThheeyy  ddoo  nnoott  
nneecceessssaarriillyy  rreefflleecctt  tthhee  vviieewwss  

ooff    CCeennttrraall  CChhrroonniiccllee..))

Being Baptised In Political Delinquency And Insensitivity

Alliance Against Ambiguity

Hindu Gotra System: Favours Genetic
Variations & Biological Evolution

SC’s decision on Right to Criticize

US-Led Coalition Seeks Stability 
Amidst China’s Ascent
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Information centre 

New Delhi: Union
Agriculture Minister
Arjun Munda on
Friday inaugurated
the Agriculture
Integrated Command
and Control Center at
Krishi Bhawan here
as part of its efforts to
make farmers self-re-
liant. The centre has
been established to
empower farmers by
equipping them with
information, services
and facilities using
digital technology, ac-
cording to an official
statement. On this oc-
casion, Munda said
that this is an innova-
tion of the Ministry of
Agriculture and
Farmers? Welfare to
make the farmers self-
reliant across the
country.

CBG plants
Gorakhpur (UP):
Union Petroleum
Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri on Friday
said that Uttar
Pradesh is poised to
have 100 compressed
bio-gas plants (CBG)
plants soon. Speaking
at the inauguration of
a CBG plant here, the
Union minister high-
lighted the signifi-
cance of CBG plants
and stressed their role
in environmental con-
servation, augment-
ing farmers' income,
and promoting energy
self-sufficiency. The
state at present have
10 CBG facilities. The
newly inaugurated
plant, set up by Indian
Oil with an invest-
ment of Rs 165 crore,
will daily utilize 200
metric tons of agricul-
tural residue, 20 met-
ric tons of press mud,
and 10 metric tons of
cow dung.

Service charges 

Chandigarh: Power
consumers in Punjab
will now pay lower
service charges for
enhancing their elec-
tricity load under a
new scheme, Chief
Minister Bhagwant
Mann said. Punjab
State Power
Corporation Limited
has been directed to
launch the scheme
for consumers hav-
ing agriculture, do-
mestic and commer-
cial power connec-
tions, an official
statement said.

Competition law 
New Delhi: The gov-
ernment has notified
certain changes under
the competition law
with respect to merg-
ers and acquisitions
that are also expected
to reduce the regulato-
ry burden on the
Competition
Commission of India
(CCI). Notifications
have been issued by
the corporate affairs
ministry related to
Section 5 of the com-
petition law. Section 5
pertains to combina-
tions. Vaibhav
Choukse, Partner and
Head of Competition
Law at JSA Advocates
and Solicitors, said it
is an important devel-
opment concerning
M&As in the country.

OFFERING PRAYER

Reliance Industries Chairman Mukesh Ambani with mother Kokilaben Ambani offers
prayers at Dwarkadhish Temple, in Devbhoomi Dwarka district, Gujarat.

New Delhi, Mar 09:  

The Centre will pull all
stops to ensure prices of
essential food items from
onion to tomatoes to puls-
es do not spike particular-
ly during the elections,
Union Minister Piyush
Goyal said as he cited the
Modi government's track
record of controlling rates
within days of any tempo-
rary hike. In an interview
with PTI, Goyal, who is
heading the food and con-
sumer affairs ministry, as-
serted that the Modi gov-
ernment would continue
to take measures to ensure
that there is no stress on
the household budget of

"our Nari-Shakti".
Replying to a query re-
garding the government's
strategy to ensure that
there are no spikes in
prices of food items when
the general election kicks
in, the minister said, "We
are going to be on top of it.
And I can assure the peo-
ple of India that this gov-

ernment cares for the
women of India." He high-
lighted that the govern-
ment has spent in the last
few years about Rs 28,000
crore to the price stabilisa-
tion fund to support the ef-
fort to fight against food
inflation. "We will contin-
ue to be there with our sis-
ters and mothers and
make sure that we do not
give stress...We are pro-ac-
tively on the job to make
sure that we respect our
Nari- Shakti and respect
that they need to get a bet-
ter household budget,"
Goyal asserted. The
Election Commission is ex-
pected to announce the poll
schedule soon and the Lok

Sabha elections are likely
to be held in April-May. The
minister spoke at length
about the government's
various measures in the
last few years to check
prices of food items like
onion, tomato, and pulses.
"When the whole world
was facing severe inflation,
particularly food inflation,
and never seen before lev-
els, some countries of the
developed world were
showing 40-year high infla-
tion, India was a bright
spot in the subject of infla-
tion," he said. During the
UPA-era, Goyal said, the in-
flation was at high levels
and food prices were going
haywire.

Centre to take all measures to
contain food prices: Goyal

New Delhi, Mar 09:  

Amid consumer com-
plaints regarding prob-
lems in repairs of goods
purchased, the govern-
ment on Friday directed
four major industries, in-
cluding automobiles and
electronics, to provide in-
formation about products,
service centres and war-
ranty conditions in the
best interest of con-
sumers.

The direction has been
issued to ensure that con-
sumers who are seeking
repair of products are not
deceived in the absence of
relevant information, an
official release said. To ad-
dress the new as well as
emerging concerns affect-

ing consumers regarding
the repair of their prod-
ucts, Consumer Affairs
Secretary Rohit Kumar
Singh held a meeting with
the major stakeholders of
four sectors --
Automobiles, Consumer
Durables, Mobile and
Electronics, and Farming
equipment -- to onboard
on the Right to Repair

Portal India. The portal
has been set up to facili-
tate and work as a catalyst
for providing relevant re-
pair-associated informa-
tion to consumers.

Leading water purifier
makers have been direct-
ed to furnish the average
life span of their candles
and other consumables
based on specific geogra-
phies and water alkalini-
ty, the statement said. The
government also asked
the industry to standard-
ise product warranty
forms in four sectors to
foster consumer rights
and to address the new as
well as emerging con-
cerns affecting con-
sumers for the repair of
their products.

Govt directs 4 sectors to provide detailed
info on warranty, service centres

New Delhi, Mar 09:  

Honda Motorcycle &
Scooter India (HMSI) on
Friday said it is
recalling cer-
tain units of its
s u p e r b i k e s
GL1800 Gold
Wing and
CBR1000RR to in-
spect and replace
faulty fuel pumps. Honda
GL1800 Gold Wing manu-
factured between
December 2017 and
December 2023 and
CBR1000RR manufactured
between September 2017
and April 2020 are affected,
the two-wheeler major
said in a statement. HMSI,

however, did not provide
an exact number of the
units being recalled. "The
fuel pump impellers may

have been improper-
ly molded, which
can cause them to
deform and result
in fuel pump fail-
ure. If the fuel
pump module be-

comes inopera-
tive, the engine

may not start or can stall
without indication while
riding," the company stat-
ed. The inspection and re-
placement of fuel pumps
will be carried out at
BigWing Topline dealer-
ships across India, it
added.

HMSI recalls GL1800 Gold
Wing, CBR1000RR units
to fix faulty fuel pumps

New Delhi, Mar 09:  

India and the four-na-
tion European bloc EFTA
will sign a free trade
agreement on Sunday
with an aim to boost two-
way trade in goods, serv-
ices and investments, an
official said. The
European Free Trade
Association (EFTA) mem-

bers are Iceland,
Liechtenstein, Norway,
and Switzerland. The pact
received approval from
the Union Cabinet on
March 7, the official said.

India and EFTA have
been negotiating the pact,
officially dubbed as Trade
and Economic
Partnership Agreement
(TEPA), since January

2008 to boost economic
ties. The agreement has 14
chapters, including trade
in goods, rules of origin,
intellectual property
rights (IPRs), trade in
services, investment pro-
motion and cooperation,
government procure-
ment, technical barriers
to trade, and trade facili-
tation. EFTA has 29 free

trade agreements (FTAs)
with 40 partner countries,
including Canada, Chile,
China, Mexico, and
Korea.

Under free trade pacts,
two trading partners sig-
nificantly reduce or elimi-
nate customs duties on
the maximum number of
goods traded between
them, besides easing

norms to promote trade in
services and investments.
EFTA countries are not
part of the European
Union (EU). It is an inter-
governmental organisa-
tion for the promotion
and intensification of free
trade. It was founded as
an alternative for states
that did not wish to join
the European community.

India, EFTA to sign free trade agreement today

New Delhi, Mar 09:  

The graphics processing units
approved under the IndiaAI
Mission will be made available
in the next 18-24 months, a top
government official said.
Speaking on the sidelines of
Tie-Con Delhi-NCR, Electronics
and IT Secretary S Krishnan
said that the government will
invite bids from the industry
under the mission and provide
viability gap funding for GPU-
based computing infrastructure.
"Our target is that the GPUs
under the AI machine should
be available between 18 and
24 months and will not be
directly available under this
mission, "Krishnan said. The
Cabinet has approved the
India AI Mission with an outlay
of Rs 10,372 crore for five
years to encourage AI devel-

opment in the country. Under
the mission. supercomputing
capacity, comprising over
10,000 GPUs (graphics pro-
cessing units), will be made
available to various stakehold-
ers for creating an AI ecosys-
tem. The demand for GPU-
based servers has increased as
they can process data at a
higher speed compared to
CPU-based servers. Krishnan
said that 675 GPUs are avail-
able through CDAC's AIRAWAT
which is ranked 75th in the
world in terms of supercom-
puting power. He said that
there is a need to quickly
ramp up the AI supercomput-
ing capacity in the country
which will be done through
public-private partnerships.
?In order to make sure that
this compute capacity is pro-
vided very rapidly and quickly,
we intend to do it on a public-
private partnership through a
bidding transparent process
whereby private entities will
be selected on the basis of the
viability gap funding to estab-
lish the compute facility which
the government would require
is made available to innova-
tors, to startups and to
research and for research pur-
poses, at reasonable rates,"
Krishnan said.

10,000 GPUs under IndiaAI
mission to be in place over
18-24 months: IT Secretary

New Delhi, Mar 09: 

Volvo Car India
launched the single motor
variant of XC40 Recharge
at an introductory ex-
showroom price of 54.95
lakh plus applicable taxes.
Bookings for the XC40
Recharge will be exclusive-
ly online and can be done
on the Volvo Car India
Website. Reflecting the
company’scommitment to
local production, the XC40
Recharge single motor is

assembled at thestate-of-
the-art facility in
Hosakote, Bengaluru,
Karnataka, along with the
existing vehicle lineup.
Pre-booking for the car be-
gins from today.
Customers can pre-book
their car at their nearest
Volvo Car India business
partner. After a huge suc-

cess of XC40 Recharge
launched in year 2022, we
are delighted to unveil its
single motor variant-the
XC40 Recharge.The vehi-
cle has been strategically
priced so as to increase
our customer base as well
as to showcase our contin-
ued commitment to grow
the Indian EV market.
This launch is a signifi-
cant milestone in our jour-
ney to provide Indian cus-
tomers with an exception-
al fusion of performance,
sustainability, and conven-
ience and reinforces our
promise of introducing
one new electric model an-
nually in India.

Volvo Car India launches new
variant of XC40 Recharge

At an introductory
ex-showroom price
Rs. 54.95 lakh 

Mumbai, Mar 09: 

Amidst the resounding
global call for
# I n s p i r e I n c l u s i o n ,
Amway India, one of the
leading Health and
Wellbeing companies,
stood at the forefront on
International Women’s
Day with an unwavering
commitment to prioritize
women's health through
the powerful
#HerHealthFirst ap-
proach. The initiative
aimed at inspiring and
amplifying the crucial dis-
course on women’s health.
By organizing a series of
events, the company artic-
ulated a powerful message
to all aspiring women to
take charge of their health

goals and persist in push-
ing their boundaries to ac-
complish their dreams.
Commenting on the occa-
sion, Rajneesh Chopra,
Head, Amway India, em-
phasized, “At Amway, we
believe that women are the
driving force behind trans-
formative change. In our
steadfast commitment to
building a healthier India,
we recognize the pivotal
role women play in their
families' wellbeing.
Empowered women are
key to fostering better
health outcomes at every
stage of life. Furthermore,
by promoting diversity
and inclusion for women,
there can be a positive rip-
ple effect that reshapes the
society for the better.”

Amway India dedicates
International Women’s

Day to Women’s Wellbeing Mumbai, Mar 09:  
India's forex reserves jumped
USD 6.55 billion to USD
625.626 billion for the week
ended March 1, the Reserve
Bank of India said on Friday. In
the previous reporting week,
the overall reserves had risen
by USD 2.975 billion to USD
619.072 billion.
It can be noted that in October
2021, the country's forex kitty
had reached an all-time high
of USD 645 billion. The
reserves took a hit as the cen-
tral bank deployed the kitty to
defend the rupee amid pres-
sures caused majorly by global
developments since last year.
For the week ended March 1,
the foreign currency assets, a
major component of the
reserves, increased by USD
6.043 billion to USD 554.231
billion, the data said.

Forex kitty jumps
USD 6.55 bn to
USD 625.63 bn
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Devotees flock to temples for Mahashivratri celebrations

Central Chronicle News

Anwari, Mar 09: The spir-
it of devotion swept
through Anwari on Friday
as devotees thronged to
temples to offer prayers and
reverence to Lord
Bholenath on the auspi-
cious occasion of
Mahashivratri.

From the early hours of
the morning, long queues
formed outside temples as
devotees eagerly awaited
their turn to offer flowers,
Bel leaves, and water
brought from home and the
nearby river.

Mahashivratri, celebrat-
ed with grandeur on March

8, witnessed a plethora of
programs organized
throughout the day, ranging

from traditional rituals to
the inauguration cere-
monies of new temples. The

Pran Pratishtha ceremony,
symbolizing the consecra-
tion of divine energy,

graced many temples as
Shivlingas were established
at various locations.

A historic surge of devo-
tees was observed at the
Swayambhu Shivlinga tem-
ple, with crowds gathering
even before dawn. The line
stretched from the temple to
the idol immersion site, re-
flecting the fervent devotion
of the worshippers.

Devotees poured into
both small and large Shiva
temples across the village,
including Budheshwar
Temple, Nageshwar
Temple, Ardhanarishwar
Temple, Makeshwar
Temple, Nagdev Temple,
and Batukeshwar Temple.
Notably, the village of
Kauhi boasts a unique tem-
ple where Goddess Kali is
worshipped alongside
Mahadev.

The highlight of the fes-
tivities was the Swayambhu
Shivalinga, renowned for its
remarkable growth in size
over time. Presently stand-
ing at six feet in height with
a circumference of five me-
ters, the Shivlinga contin-
ues to mystify worshippers
with its ever-expanding di-
mensions.

Situated on the banks of
the Kharun river, the an-
cient Shiva temple in vil-
lage Kauhi has emerged as
a symbol of religious and
social unity, drawing devo-
tees from far and wide.

Legend has it that Swami
Mohananand, son of the
local Jagirdar Vishal
Prasad Tiwari, discovered
the Shivalinga during exca-
vation, adding a layer of
mystique to the temple's
origins.

Central Chronicle News

Kurud, Mar 09: Kurud po-
lice have achieved a signifi-
cant breakthrough in a
theft case that occurred in
Biretara village under the
Kurud police station. The
diligent efforts of law en-
forcement resulted in the
arrest of the accused indi-
viduals and the recovery of
stolen gold, silver jewellery,
and cash, albeit with some
discrepancies in the quan-
tity of recovered items
compared to those report-
ed missing in the FIR.

According to the FIR
lodged by the victim,
Bhedlal Sahu, the stolen
items included a gold
Gulbandh (15 grams)
worth Rs 15,000, a mangal-
sutra (10 grams) worth Rs
10,000, a pair of eye rings (5
grams) worth Rs 5,000, a
pair of Jhumki earrings
(10 grams) worth Rs 10,000,
a ring (3 grams) worth Rs
5,000, two earrings worth

Rs 4,000, 1 earring worth
Rs 1,000, a silver belt (35
tola) worth around Rs
7,000, four pairs of anklets
(30 tola)worth around Rs
5,000, a pair of toe rings
worth around Rs 500, and a
cash amounting to Rs.
25,000, totaling approxi-
mately Rs. 87,500.

The theft reportedly oc-
curred between 22:30 pm
and 1:50 am on February
22, when unidentified indi-
viduals entered the vic-
tim's house and stole the
aforementioned valuables.
Subsequently, a case under

sections 457 and 380 of the
Indian Penal Code was reg-
istered at the Kurud police
station, and an investiga-
tion was initiated.

Under the guidance of
Anjaneya Varnay,
Superintendent of Police,
Dhamtari, and the direc-
tion of Madhulika Singh,
Additional Superinten-
dent of Police, Dhamtari,
the officers, personnel of
Kurud police station, and
a special team commenced
a thorough investigation
into the matter.

After jointly interrogat-

ing the suspect Gulshan
Yadav and two minors, the
investigation revealed piv-
otal details based on CCTV
footage and the surround-
ing area. It was discovered
that on February 21,
Gulshan Yadav planned to
travel from village Doma
to Biretra. Upon arrival,
he climbed onto the roof of
a house and entered a
room through an open
entry door. Subsequently,
he accessed a key to a cup-
board atop a cooler, from
which he stole gold, silver
jewelry, and cash.

Following the theft,
Gulshan Yadav fled
through the main gate and
returned to village Doma,
where the stolen items
were divided among the
perpetrators.

The commendable ef-
forts of Kurud police, led
by Inspector Arun Sahu,
with the support of con-
stables and personnel
from Kurud police station,
as well as members of the
special team, contributed
significantly to the swift
resolution of the case.

However, despite the
partial recovery of stolen
property, including jewelry
and cash, certain items,
such as a mangalsutra, a
gold ring, a gold earring,
and a silver waist belt, re-
main unrecovered.

Kurud SDOP Vajpayee
emphasized that the inves-
tigation remains ongoing
to locate the remaining
stolen items and ensure
justice for the victim.

Ajay Chandrakar takes
blessing from Bholenath

Central Chronicle News

Kurud, Mar 09: Amidst
the auspicious atmosphere
of Mahashivratri, Kurud
MLA Ajay Chandrakar
graced the consecration
ceremony of the newly con-
structed Shiva temple in
Suncity Colony. Taking
blessings from Bholenath,
MLA Ajay Chandrakar en-
gaged with the colony resi-
dents, extending his warm
congratulations on this joy-
ous occasion.

The inauguration of the
stunning Shiva temple
stands as a testament to the
collaborative efforts of the
colony residents, spear-
headed by the Nagar
Panchayat President,
Tapan Chandrakar. The
Pran Pratishtha puja
spanned three days, with
various rituals marking

each day's proceedings. The
grand Kalash Yatra and in-
stallation on Wednesday set
the tone, followed by Maha
chanting on Thursday, cul-
minating in the auspicious
consecration of Lord Shiva
with Havan puja on
Mahashivratri day.

The ceremony witnessed
the participation of five
couples in the rituals:
Kuleshwar Chandrakar-
Trupti Chandrakar,
Ghanshyam Mahawar-
Megha Mahawar, Shyam
Bajpai-Ritu Bajpai, Pankaj
Naidu-Lakshmi Naidu,

and Vikram Mahawar-
Anita Mahawar. The cul-
mination of the ceremony
with Purnahuti and the or-
ganization of Bhandara
Prasad added to the festive
spirit.

Dignitaries including
Tapan Chandrakar, Arvind
Guru, Sheshnarayan
Dewangan, Om Prakash
Chandrakar, Rekhraj
Ganjir, Murari Lal
Mahawar, and many others
graced the occasion, rein-
forcing the significance of
communal harmony and
devotion in the community.

FIR filed against villagers’ 
unauthorized entry into collectorate

Central Chronicle News

Khairagarh, Mar 09:
Khairagarh authorities
have swiftly responded to
an incident involving the
unauthorized entry of vil-
lage leaders and protesters
into the Collectorate prem-
ises against the proposed
cement factory, leading to
the disruption of govern-
ment proceedings and
raising slogans against a
proposed cement factory.

An FIR has been regis-
tered at Khairagarh police
station against the village
leaders and others who en-
tered the Collectorate
unauthorizedly and sur-
rounded it, obstructing
government work. The in-
cident occurred during a
crucial meeting chaired by
the Secretary in-charge,
where ongoing develop-
ment works in the district
were under review.

According to reports,
farmers from villages
Vicharpur, Pandariya, and
Sandi entered the district
office without prior notice
to the respective
Sarpanches and began
raising slogans, causing
disruption to the review
meeting. Despite efforts by
SDM Khairagarh

Tankeshwar Prasad Sahu
to address their concerns
and explain the impor-
tance of following due
process, protesters persist-
ed in their actions.

After the meeting, when
the Secretary in-charge at-
tempted to leave the office,
protesters gathered at the
main gate, further ob-

structing proceedings.
Despite warnings and ad-
vice from administrative
officials, protesters contin-
ued to block the road, caus-
ing inconvenience to gov-
ernment officials and the
general public.

District Office
Superintendent, Birendra
Janghel, took prompt ac-

tion by filing an FIR at
Khairagarh police station
against the main accused
and other protesting vil-
lagers. The accused, in-
cluding Shravan Janghel,
Nohar Janghel, Narayan
Janghel of village
Vicharpur, Khelan Verma
and Prahlad Verma of vil-
lage Sandi, Bal Mukund
Sharma of village
Bundeli, Jyoti Janghel and
others of Pandariya, now
face charges under sec-
tions 341, 186, and 147 of
the Indian Penal Code.

Khairagarh police registers case under IPC sections

An offense has been
registered for creating
nuisance by entering the
public office without au-
thorization and willfully
obstructing a public ser-
vant in the discharge of
their duty.

--  TTaannkkeesshhwwaarr  PPrraassaadd  SSaahhuu,,  
SSDDMM  KKhhaaiirraaggaarrhh

From newly constructed
Shiva temple
onMahashivratri

Kurud police crack theft case, arrest accused with stolen goodsCollector launches district level sports
competition for girls and women

Central Chronicle News

Bemetara, Mar 09: In cel-
ebration of International
Women's Day, Collector
Ranbir Sharma inaugurat-
ed a district-level sports
competition for girls and
women on March 8, aiming
to promote sports among
them. The event com-
menced at 8 am at PG
College in the district head-
quarters, where Collector
Sharma personally flagged
off the program and
wished the participants on
the occasion of
International Women's Day.

Promoting sports 
and inclusivity

Organized by the
District Sports and Youth
Welfare Department, the

one-day competition
aimed to encourage and
promote sports among
girls and women in the re-
gion. Various sports in-
cluding Kabaddi, Kho-
Kho, athletics, 100-meter
race, shot put, tawa throw,
long jump, and tug of war
were featured in the col-
lege grounds.

Community participa-
tion and support

Notably, participants

from all four development
blocks of the district, in-
cluding Bemetara,
Navagarh, Saja, and Berla,
actively engaged in the
sports competitions. The
event garnered enthusias-
tic support from sports en-
thusiasts and community
members, who cheered on
the players, fostering an
environment of encour-
agement and empower-
ment.

On International
Women’s Day

Empowering Women: Gaurela Pendra Marwahi leads by example
Central Chronicle News

Gaurela Pendra Marwahi, Mar 09: As the
world celebrated International Women's Day
on March 8, highlighting the importance of
women's empowerment and equality, atten-
tion turns to Gaurela Pendra Marwahi
(GPM), a newly formed district in
Chhattisgarh. Established on February 10,
2020, this district has set a remarkable prece-
dent by appointing women to key adminis-
trative positions. Since its inception, GPM
has seen women holding the reins of district
administration for five out of six terms, with
women collectors at the helm. Moreover, the
district's top police official is also a woman.
This progressive approach underscores the
capability of women to handle significant re-
sponsibilities, including leadership roles.
Over the past four years, under the guidance
of women leaders, GPM has witnessed rapid
development initiatives. The consistent ap-
pointment of women officers to lead the dis-
trict reflects a commitment to gender equali-
ty and demonstrates that women are equally
capable of steering administrative affairs.

SShhiikkhhaa  RRaajjppuutt  TTiiwwaarrii  ((IIAASS))
The honor

of becoming
the first col-
lector of the
district went
to 2008
batch IAS
S h i k h a
R a j p u t
T i w a r i .

Under her leadership, the dis-
trict gained momentum of de-
velopment. Before getting the
responsibility of the post of
Collector, Shikha Rajput
Tiwari was appointed Officer
on Special Duty in the district,
under whose leadership
arrangements for building,
furniture, staff etc. were
made in the new district for
running the administrative of-
fice. After her transfer,
Doman Singh was made
Collector for a few months.

SShhiikkhhaa  RRaajjppuutt

RRiicchhaa  PPrraakkaasshh  CChhaauuddhhaarryy  ((IIAASS))
A f t e r

N a m r a t a
Gandhi, the
command of
the district
came into
the hands of
woman col-
lector Richa
P r a k a s h
Chaudhary.

Under the leadership of Richa
Prakash, a new chapter of de-
velopment was written in GPM
district. Special efforts were
made by Collector Richa
Prakash to improve the educa-
tional system in the district.
Special efforts were made by
her to teach the children of
first and second class in the
schools of Pendra and Gaurela
block through EGL method,
which improved the educa-
tional level of the children.

RRiicchhaa  PPrraakkaasshh
CChhaauuddhhaarryy

BBhhaavvnnaa  GGuuppttaa  ((IIPPSS))
S u p e r i n -

tendent of
P o l i c e
B h a v a n a
Gupta, who is
commanding
the police of
GPM district,
is the first
woman IPS of
Chhattis-garh

to be honored with the presti-
gious international IACP award.
America's international policing
organization International
Association of Chiefs of Police
(IACP) honored Bhavna Gupta
with the IACP Award in 2023 in
Sandiago, United States. IPS
Bhavana Gupta, who gives a sen-
sitive image to the police, is a
2014 batch Indian Police Service
officer. Bhavana Gupta is the
first woman police captain of
GPM district. 

BBhhaavvnnaa  GGuuppttaa

PPrriiyyaannkkaa  RRiisshhii  MMaahhoobbiiaa  ((IIAASS))

After Richa Prakash
Chaudhary, on January 31,
2023, the command of the dis-
trict came into the hands of
woman collector Priyanka
Rishi Mahobia. Mahobia also
ran the administration very
well. Even under her leader-
ship, development work took
place at a fast pace in the dis-
trict. Especially under her
leadership, the assembly elec-
tion work was completed
peacefully and systematically. 

PPrriiyyaannkkaa  RRiisshhii  MMaahhoobbiiaa

LLeeeennaa  KKaammlleesshh  MMaannddaavvii  ((IIAASS))

After Priyanka Rishi Mahobia,
woman collector Leena Kamlesh
Mandavi has once again taken
over the reins of the district from
February 29. After the command
of GPM district with 57% tribal
population comes into the hands
of a tribal woman collector, all the
schemes related to tribal uplift-
ment including PM Janman
Yojana, Viksit Bharat Yojana, oper-
ated for special backward tribes,
are likely to be implemented ef-
fectively at the grassroots level.  

LLeeeennaa  KKaammlleesshh  MMaannddaavvii

NNaammrraattaa  GGaannddhhii  ((IIAASS))
After that,

Namrata Gandhi
was appointed as
woman collector,
whose tenure was
till January 15,
2022. Namrata
Gandhi's image
remained as a
sharp collector as

well as an officer who took prompt ac-
tion on any complaint. Due to her initia-
tive, the inauguration of the library con-
taining 26 thousand 640 books of stories
in 222 villages of the district was memo-
rable. Collector Namrata Gandhi had
made an ideal arrangement for selling
paddy to the farmers of the district in a
convenient manner during paddy pro-
curement, under which day-wise and vil-
lage-wise tokens were cut for the sale of
paddy, due to which no farmer had to
stand in the queue for long, whereas in
earlier years the farmer had to stand in
line from midnight to cut the token.

NNaammrraattaa  GGaannddhhii

Historic temple 
draws record crowds 
in Anwari
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Dharamsala, Mar 09 (PTI):

Ravichandran Ashwin
took a famous five-wicket
haul in his 100th Test as
India thrived on the impa-
tience of England batters
for an emphatic innings
and 64-run victory in the
final chapter of an action-
packed five-match contest,
handing the visitors their
heaviest defeat in the
'Bazball' era.

With the series already
in bag, India were playing
for crucial World Test
Championship points and
England made their job
simpler by self-imploding
on day three here.

England were bowled
out for 195 towards the end
of the afternoon session
with Ashwin running
through their reckless bat-
ting line-up to end with a
match haul of nine wick-
ets. Joe Root was the lone
ranger for his team and
batted beautifully for his

84 off 128 balls. He was the
last batter to be dismissed.

England's second in-

nings moved at a rather
frenetic pace as the batters
went on the offensive in

their bid to survive against
the Indian spinners but
failed yet again. The game

appeared to be going only
one way when India took a
huge 259-run first innings

lead in the morning ses-
sion by posting 477 all out
in response to England's

218 on day one.
Ahead of the final game

of their long tour, Stokes

had dismissed theories of
the departure lounge syn-
drome but with the way
his batters performed, it
seemed they were in a
hurry to get back home.

The attack at all costs
approach clearly did not
work for them in India and
the debacle has given them
plenty to ponder before the
start of the English sum-
mer.

For India, the series was
a remarkable success con-
sidering they had the likes
of Virat Kohli and
Mohammed Shami un-
available throughout.

The youngsters, led by
Yashasvi Jaiswal, grabbed
the opportunities in the
seniors' absence to give the
team management more
options for the future.

The writing was on the
wall after Ashwin ran
through England's self de-
structing top-order to leave
them reeling at 103 for five
at lunch.

India hammers Eng by innings and 64 runs, claims series 4-1

The Player-of-the-Series
award winner

Yashasvi Jaiswal on
Saturday attributed his
overwhelming success in
the five-Test rubber
against England to his un-
inhibited approach while
opening the innings.

Jaiswal ended the series
with 712 runs with two

hundreds and three fifties,
averaging 89 and striking
at 80. "I was just thinking if
I can take a bowler down, I
will take him down. That's
the plan and there was no
backing out," said Jaiswal
during the post-series pres-
entation.

However, the left-hander,
who became only the sec-

ond Indian to score over
700 runs in a series after
Sunil Gavaskar, said he
wanted to keep his feet
planted on the ground.

"I really enjoyed the se-
ries. I am trying to take it
one game at a time and al-
ways thinking of how I can
contribute to my team so
that I can keep the team in
a winning position," he
added. Skipper Rohit
Sharma too reminded
Jaiswal of the need to re-
main humble and focussed.

"He's got a long way to
go, but it's amazing to be in
this position. When a guy's
got talent like that who can
put pressure on the
bowlers from the word go,
there will be lots of chal-
lenges going forward. He is
a tough guy and loves the
challenges," said Rohit.

Kuldeep Yadav was ad-
judged player of the

match for his seven-wick-
et haul and a feisty 30
down the order that
helped India stretch the
lead. The left-arm wrist
spinner said he was just
trying to keep the ball on
a good length throughout
his spells.

"I just focus on keeping
it on a good length and
that is very important for
a spinner in this format. I
was not thinking too
much about what the bat-
ter was trying to do," he
said. Kuldeep picked the
wickets of Ben Stokes at
Ranchi and Zak Crawley
here as his favourite dis-
missals from the series.

"I really bowled well in
Ranchi. The wicket was

slow and the way I used
the drift over there was
fantastic. I liked the
Stokes wicket in Ranchi.

"I also liked the
Crawley wicket here
(Dharamsala), that was a
beautiful ball. I really
liked my rhythm," he

said. Kuldeep bowled
England captain Stokes
with a delivery that spun
in from off-stump while
right-hander Crawley got
castled by his stock ball
that turned in sharply
from the fifth-stump line
to disturb his stumps.

Ravichandran Ashwin
worked on different ac-

tions and speeds throughout
the Test series against
England and the master off-
spinner said experimenting
while shutting out external
noises was integral for his
success in the varied Indian
conditions. Ashwin, who
played his 100th Test here,
finished the five-match se-
ries as the top wicket-taker,
bagging 26 wickets.
"Throughout the series I
have gone to different ac-
tions, speeds and releases.
India is different, each
ground has a challenge. I am
least bit insecure about what
people feel about me,"
Ashwin said at the post-
match presentation. The 37-
year-old said the mindset to

add new dimensions to his
bowling has worked well for
him. "If I am confident that I
can try something, I don't
hold back. I have kept my
ears and eyes open to listen
to good feedback.

I was just thinking of taking the
bowlers down: Yashasvi Jaiswal

I am least insecure about
what people feel about me

experimenting: Ashwin

I was trying to keep ball
on good length: Kuldeep

New Delhi, Mar 09 (PTI):

Living up to its promise of giv-
ing highest priority to Test
cricket, the BCCI has decided
to give an incentive of Rs 45
lakh per game to all those who
would play 75 per cent or more
of the scheduled red-ball
games in a particular season,
Board secretary Jay Shah said
on Saturday.
A Test player, who appears in a
possible 10 Tests in a season
will be richer by a whopping Rs
4.50 crore as incentive apart
from a possible Rs 1.5 crore (15
lakh per game) in usual match
fee.
The top cricketers also get an
assured retainer fee from their
annual central contracts.
"I am pleased to announce the
initiation of the 'Test Cricket
Incentive Scheme' for Senior
Men, a step aimed at providing

financial growth and stability
to our esteemed athletes,"
Shah stated on 'X'.
"Commencing from the 2022-
23 season, the 'Test Cricket
Incentive Scheme' will serve as
an additional reward structure
on top of the existing match
fee for Test matches, set at Rs
15 lakh," he further stated. The
incentives will be retrospective
and would factor in players,
who were part of Test cricket
during the 2022-23 season.

HHooww  tthhee  mmaatthh  wwoorrkkss
To put things in perspective,
one can take the example of
Indian skipper Rohit Sharma,
who has appeared in all 10
Tests (World Test
Championship final, 2 vs West
Indies, 2 vs SA, 5 vs England)
during the 2023-24 season.
Rohit will get Rs 1.5 core (Rs
15 lakhx10) in usual match fee
and for giving priority to Test

cricket, he will get another Rs
4.5 crore (RS 45 lakhx10).
Hence, his earnings from Test
cricket alone would stand at
Rs six crore. Add to it, he has
an annual retainership of Rs
seven crore per season, which
takes his earnings to Rs 13
crore. This obviously excludes
his match fees for playing
ODIs (Rs 8 lakh per game) and
T20Is (Rs 4 lakh per game) in
a season. The BCCI, in its
explainer, has taken an aver-
age of nine Tests in a season.
If someone has played less
than 50 per cent of the games
(4 or less in this case), then he
will only get a standard match
fee of Rs 15 lakh (for being in
playing XI) and half that
amount for reserves. 
However, the moment he plays
between 50 to 75 per cent of
the games (five to six in case
the base figure is nine), then

there would be an additional
match fee incentive of Rs 30
lakh per game. So a player,
who has played six Tests in a
season, would get Rs 90 lakh
as existing match fee (Rs
15x6) and incentive of Rs 1.8
crore (Rs 30x6), which takes
his match fee plus incentives
to Rs 2.70 crore.

DDrraavviidd  ccaallllss  iitt  ''rreewwaarrdd''  
nnoott  ''iinncceennttiivvee''

Head coach Rahul Dravid wel-
comed the move from BCCI
and termed it as a reward for
playing the toughest format.
"Hope money is not going to
be the incentive to play Test
cricket. It is nice to see that it
is a recognition that it is a
hard format. Nice that BCCI is
recognising that. It is a reward
not an incentive," Dravid said
at the end of the 4-1 Test tri-
umph over England in
Dharamsala. 

Dharamsala, Mar 09 (PTI):

Rohit Sharma's captain-
cy was rather understated
vis- -vis Ben Stokes' on-the-
edge methods, but India
head coach Rahul Dravid
was delighted to see the
players identify them-
selves with the
Mumbaikar's leadership
principles.

Under Rohit, India
never made tall claims
even once but silently and
categorically nullified the
visitors' much-talked-
about 'Bazball' and
grabbed the five-match se-
ries 4-1.

"I'm privileged to work
with a lovely team. I'm
learning from them all the
time. Rohit has been fan-
tastic to work with. I think
he's a terrific leader, and
the guys gravitate towards
him phenomenally, which
is fantastic to see," said
Dravid told broadcasters

after the match. Dravid
said India's series win was
dotted by several shining
moments but acknowl-
edged that the return of
Ravichandran Ashwin
from a personal emer-
gency underlined the char-
acter of this outfit.

Indian Wells , Mar 09 (AP):

Top-ranked Iga Swiatek
moved on at the BNP
Paribas Open with a 6-3, 6-0
victory over power-hitting
Danielle Collins.

Swiatek improved to 15-2
this season and earned her
fifth straight win over the
30-year-old American, who
previously announced that
she intends to retire after
the season, on Friday.

The two met in January
in the second round of the
Australian Open, with
Swiatek winning 6-3, 3-6, 6-
4. This one was much easi-
er. Swiatek, a four-time
major champion, won
71.1% of her first-serve
points, compared to Collins'
50%. Collins did herself no
favors with unforced errors
and seven double-faults.
Swiatek now faces either
Linda Noskova or Camila
Giorgi, who were playing

later Friday night. Swiatek
lost in the third round at
Melbourne Park to the 19-
year-old Noskova. In other
women's action, Angelique
Kerber battled back to beat
Jelena Ostapenko 5-7, 6-3, 6-
3 in a matchup of former
Grand Slam champions. It
was similar to Kerber's
three-set win in Cincinnati
in 2021 before she became a
mother and returned to ac-
tion this year.

DDhhaarraammssaallaa,,  MMaarr  0099  ((PPTTII)):: England veteran James Anderson added
another glorious chapter to his remarkable tale of longevity when
he became the first pacer and the third bowler overall to take 700
Test wickets here on Saturday. Anderson reached the milestone in
his 187th Test by removing India's Kuldeep Yadav, caught behind on
day three of the fifth Test here. He lured the Indian tail-ender into
a drive and induced the outside edge. The 41-year-old was on 699
scalps overnight after dismissing Shubman Gill with a beauty on
day one. The only other pacer to have taken 600 Test wickets or
more is his former teammate Stuart Broad, who retired last year
with 604 in the bag. Sri Lankan spin great Muttiah Muralidaran has
800 scalps to his name, the most in Tests, followed by the late
Shane Warne (708). India spin great Anil Kumble is fourth in the all
time list with 619 wickets in 132 Tests. No one could have put it
more aptly about his longevity than Sachin Tendulkar. "The first
time I saw Anderson play was in Australia in 2002, and his control
over the ball looked special. Nasser Hussain spoke very highly of
him back then and today, I am sure, he would say, "Maine bola
tha" that he had called it so early," Tendulkar wrote on his official
'X' handle. "700 test wickets is a stellar achievement. A fast

bowler playing for 22 years and performing so consistently to
be able to take 700 wickets would have sounded like fiction
until Anderson actually made it happen. Simply magnifi-
cent!," the legend further added.

New Delhi, Mar 09 (PTI):

India's Mona Agarwal,
competing in only her
fourth international com-
petition, won the gold
medal in women's 10m air
rifle SH1 category at the
WSPS Para Shooting
World Cup to clinch a 2024
Paris Paralympic quota
place for the country here
on Saturday.

Avani Lekhara, the 2020
Tokyo Paralympics gold
medallist, won the bronze
medal in the event.

Mona, 37, who took up
shooting sport in
December 2021 after mak-
ing a mark at the state

level in shot put and pow-
erlifting, has become the
ninth Indian para shooter
to secure a Paris berth.

The mother of two chil-
dren shot a modest 618 in
the qualification round at
the Karni Singh ranges
here to enter the eight-
shooter final placed sev-
enth. Avani showed fine
touch in qualification,
scoring a remarkable 623.9
to be placed fourth going
into the finals.

In the final, Mona's res-
oluteness came to the fore
as she beat back the chal-
lenge of China's Zhang
Cuiping to bag the top
podium finish with a score
of 250.7. Zhang shot 248.8
for her silver, while Avani,
who booked a Paris quota
in 2022, finished third with
a score of 227.0.

New Delhi, Mar 09 (PTI):
Star Indian gymnast Dipa
Karmakar finished a creditable
fourth in the women's vault
event at the ongoing Baku
Apparatus World Cup in the
capital city of Azerbaijan.
Dipa, who finished fourth in the
vault event at the 2016 Rio
Olympics, scored 13.716 points
in the event which concludes on
Sunday. Bulgaria's Valentina
Georgieva won the gold with a
score of points ahead of Korea's
Ok An Chang, who scored
13.783 points. Panama's Karla
Navas finished third with 13.733
points. Dipa was left out of the
Indian squad for the last Asian
Games as she didn't fulfil
Sports Authority of India's (SAI)
criteria of a top-eight finish in
the last 12 months preceding to
the Hangzhou continental event
despite topping the trials.

Play Tests, Earn more

BCCI triples per match incentive to 
Rs 45 lakh for playing red-ball format

‘Fantastic to see players gravitate
towards terrific leader Rohit’
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Iga Swiatek beats Danielle
Collins at Indian Wells

Anderson captures ‘Peak 700’ 
Tendulkar terms it ‘magnificent’

Para shooter Mona Agarwal
wins 10m air rifle gold

Clinches Paris
Paralympic quota
for India

Ace gymnast Dipa 
finishes 4th in Baku

Apparatus World Cup

Christchurch, Mar 09 (AP):

Kane Williamson gave the fans
what they came for with a
fighting half century in his
100th test Saturday on the sec-
ond day of the second test

between New Zealand and
Australia. After his first innings
ended in disappointment,
Williamson delivered in his sec-
ond with his 34th test half cen-
tury from 105 balls in a 105-run
partnership for the second
wicket with Tom Latham. The
pair steered New Zealand from
6-1 to 111-2, erasing Australia's
first innings lead of 94, before
Williamson was out for 51.
At stumps New Zealand was
134-2 and led by 40 runs.
Latham was 65 not out, his
highest test score against
Australia, and Rachin Ravindra
was 11. "They are quality
bowlers and obviously the
pitch has offered a little bit
throughout, so it's nice to put
together a bit of partnership
and hopefully tomorrow we
can put a few more on there
and have another go,"
Williamson said.

Williamson makes 51
in his 100th test 
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Bhopal, Mar 09 (PTI) 

A major fire broke out on
the third floor of a building
in the Madhya Pradesh sec-
retariat complex `Vallabh
Bhawan' here on Saturday
morning, but no one was in-
jured and the flames were
extinguished after five
hours, officials said.

Personnel of the Army,
National Disaster Response
Force and police firefighters
joined the municipal fire
brigade in fire-dousing op-
eration.

It being a Saturday, the
government offices inside
were closed and the premis-
es were almost empty when
the fire broke out around
9.30 am, sources said. While
Chief Minister Mohan
Yadav directed officials to
take necessary steps to pre-

vent such incidents in the
future, state Congress chief
Jitu Patwari claimed it was
a "conspiracy" to destroy
the evidence of corruption.

Patwari and Leader of
Opposition in the assembly

Umang Sarang staged a sit-
in outside the secretariat for
a couple of hours, seeking a
CBI probe into the fire.

"The fire has almost been
put out," the Bhopal
Municipal Corporation's

Fire Officer Rameshwar
Neel told PTI around 3 pm.
Around 40 to 50 fire tenders
and water bowsers
(tankers) including a few
from the Army fought the
blaze, he said. Asked if
sacks containing papers
lying on the secretariat
premises had been removed
before the fire started, Neel
said he had no information
in that regard. Some sanita-
tion workers near gates 5
and 6 noticed smoke coming
from the building around
9.30 am and alerted authori-
ties, sources said.

"I was in Bhopal, and I
learnt that a fire has broken
out on the third floor of the
old building of Vallabh
Bhawan. I sought informa-
tion from the collector and
asked the chief secretary to
monitor the situation. The
fire has been brought under
control," chief minister
Yadav told reporters.

Fire breaks out inside MP
secretariat complex

Nobody injured

Smoke billows out after a fire broke out, at Madhya
Pradesh Secretariat, in Bhopal, Saturday.

HOLI PREPARATIONS

Women dry ‘gulaal’ at a field in preparations for the Holi festival, in Sambhal, Saturday. 

Mumbai, Mar 09:
Maharashtra Governor
Ramesh Bais distributed
Wheel Chairs to divyang
children and youths at a
programme organised by
Shanta Siddhi Charitable
Trust in Mumbai on Sat (9
Mar). The programme was
organised by the Trust in
association with the All
India Institute of Physical
Medicine and
Rehabilitation (AIIPMR)
at the campus of AIIPMR
at Haji Ali, Mumbai.

Speaking on the occa-
sion Governor Bais said
observance of traffic rules
will help reduce the fatal
accidents in the country
that affects the mobility of

a large number of persons.
He expressed the need to
strengthen institutions
like All India Institute of
Physical Medicine and
Rehabilitation to cope up
with the rising number of
the elderly people in the
country.

President of the Trust
and well known
Neurosurgeon Dr P S
Ramani, Director of AI-
IPMR Dr Anil Kumar
Gaur, Trustee of Shanta
Siddhi Charitable Trust
Dr Tushar Rege, Honorary
Secretary Bhushan Jack,
Head of Medical Social
Work Wing Dr Anjana
Negalur and officials and
invitees were present.

Maharashtra Guv distributes
Wheelchairs to Divyang children

Central Chronicle News

Barethi, Mar 09:
Minister of Power and
New & Renewable Energy,
R K Singh and  Minister of
Social Justice and
Empowerment, Dr.
Virendra Kumar will lay
the foundation stone of
NTPC REL's Barethi Solar
Power Project in Madhya
Pradesh on 10th March
2024. Located at Barethi
RE Park in Chhatarpur
District of Madhya
Pradesh, the 630-MW solar
project entails an invest-
ment of Rs 3,200 Crore and
would be sufficient to light
over 3 lakh households
upon completion. It is

being developed as part of
MNRE RE park under UM-
REPP Mode-8.

A step towards sustain-
able power generation, the
project will reduce 12 lakh
tons of CO2 emission an-
nually, thereby helping in
achieving country’s cli-
mate commitments and
green energy targets.

Commissioning of this
project will not only sup-
ply green power to the
grid, but will also ensure
affordable power to the
beneficiaries. Meanwhile,
the construction of the
project is helping in cre-
ation of direct and indi-
rect employment opportu-
nities in the region.

Stone of NTPC REL’s Barethi
Solar Power Proj to be laid today

Siliguri (WB), Mar 09 (PTI) 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Saturday unveiled infra-
structure projects worth
more than Rs 4,500 crore
in northern West Bengal.

The PM unveiled the
projects at a programme
in Siliguri, the region's
largest city, during his
third visit to the state this
month.

Governor CV Ananda
Bose was among those
present at the pro-
gramme.

Addressing the func-
tion, Modi said eastern
India had been ignored
after Independence but
his government considers
it as the growth engine of
the country.

"Over the last 10 years,
development of the state,
especially its northern re-
gion, has been a priority
for our government. We
need 21st century infra-
structure for the develop-
ment of this area," he
said.

The PM inaugurated
multiple projects of rail-
way line electrification

that will benefit the peo-
ple of northern West
Bengal and nearby areas,
an official statement said.

These railway lines are
the Eklakhi-Balurghat,
B a r s o i - R a d h i k a p u r,
Raninagar Jalpaiguri-
Haldibari sections,
Siliguri-Aluabari section
via Bagdogra, and the
Siliguri-Sivok-Alipurduar
Junction-Samuktala sec-
tion, it said.

"We have completed the
electrification of railways
here, which will not only
enhance the pace of con-
nectivity but also save the
surrounding areas from
pollution," Modi said.

"The benefits of the
electrification process
here will be reaped by the
people of neighbouring
Bihar as well," he said.

The projects inaugurat-
ed during the day are
steps we are taking to-
wards 'Viksit Bengal', he
said.

"There was a time when
trains would slow down
upon moving towards
Northeast, but not any-
more. We are streamlin-
ing development here,"

Modi said.
He also inaugurated the

doubling of the railway
line in the Manigram-
Nimtita section and auto-
matic block signalling in
the Ambari-Falakata-
Aluabari section. The PM
also flagged off a new pas-
senger train service be-
tween Siliguri and
Radhikapur, the state-
ment said.

These projects will im-
prove rail connectivity, fa-
cilitate freight movement
and contribute to employ-
ment generation and eco-
nomic growth in the re-
gion, it said.

"We now have train
services from West
Bengal to Bangladesh. We
are bridging the gap be-
tween the two nations in
cooperation with the
Bangladesh government,"
the PM said.

Modi claimed that allo-
cation for railway proj-
ects in West Bengal, par-
ticularly in the northern
region, has increased sev-
eral times under the BJP
rule at the Centre.

The PM also inaugurat-
ed two national highway

projects worth Rs 3,100
crore.

These are the four-lane
Ghoshpukur-Dhupguri
section and the four-lane
Islampur Bypass on NH
27. The Ghoshpukur-
Dhupguri Section is part
of the north-south trans-
port corridor, connecting
eastern India with the
rest of the country.

During his earlier two
trips this month, the
prime minister had visit-
ed different districts in
southern West Bengal --
Hooghly, Nadia and North
24 Parganas considered to
be the stronghold of the
TMC.

In the 2019 Lok Sabha
polls, the BJP had swept
northern West Bengal,
the region the PM is visit-
ing this time.

On March 1, the PM un-
veiled projects worth Rs
7,200 crore in Arambagh
in Hooghly district, and
on March 2, he unveiled
projects worth Rs 15,000
crore in Krishnanagar in
Nadia. On March 6, he in-
augurated multiple metro
railway projects in
Kolkata.

PM unveils projects worth over
Rs 4,500 cr in northern WB

Jaipur, Mar 09 (PTI) 

Chief Justice of India D
Y Chandrachud on
Saturday said mutual fra-
ternity is necessary to
maintain equality in the
country.

Addressing a state-level
'Hamara Samvidhan
Hamara Samman' cam-
paign in Bikaner, the CJI
asked how will the coun-
try progress if people fight
with each other.

"We should have respect
for each other in accor-
dance with the spirit of
the Constitution," he said.

Justice Chandrachud
said that "human dignity
was of supreme impor-
tance in the minds of the
makers of our
Constitution".

"Dr Baba Saheb
Ambedkar, as Chairman
of the Drafting
Committee, ensured that
the Constitution promoted
the values of justice, liber-
ty and equality as well as
the spirit of fraternity and
dignity of the individual,"
he added. Justice
Chandrachud said what it
means to say is that "mutu-
al brotherhood is neces-
sary to maintain equality
in the country. "How will
the country progress if
people fight each other?
Therefore, when we say

'Our Constitution, Our
Honour', we also have to
emphasize that we should
also promote fraternity
and brotherhood in the
country. Imbibe these feel-
ings in your personal life,"
he added.

Justice Chandrachud
said the country's citizens
also have to understand
that on one hand the
Constitution talks about
their rights, on the other
hand it also expects them
to discharge their respon-
sibilities. The CJI said that
the Indian Constitution
was made inclusive.

"The Constitution gives
the right to equality before
law. The principles and
rights contained therein
apply to all citizens irre-
spective of their back-
ground, religion, caste, sex

or any other characteris-
tic," he added.

The CJI said the
Constitution ensures that
all persons are treated
equally and have equal op-
portunities. Countering
the theory that Indian
Constitution is a paradise
of lawyers, he said that it
would be wrong to say that
the Indian Constitution
was created by just a few
lawyers together.

"Many social and politi-
cal movements con-
tributed to the making of
the Indian Constitution.
On one hand, there was a
political movement going
on in India against the
British, on the other hand,
a social movement was
also going on to remove
the social inequality pre-
vailing in India. The result
of both these movements
was that many such provi-
sions were included in the
Indian Constitution due to
which the direction of the
country changed," he said.

The Chief Justice of
India (CJI) said that many
efforts are being made to
improve the condition of
district courts. "We want
to sensitize the district
courts because this is the
first step towards justice.
We are making many ef-
forts to improve the condi-
tion of the district courts

and to transform their
buildings to suit the mod-
ern era," he added.

Highlighting the techno-
logical advancements over
the years, the CJI said the
potential of technology is
also being used to spread
legal awareness and legal
services. "The Supreme
Court of the country has
worked to enhance its ca-
pacity through technolo-
gy," he added. The CJI said
that hearing through
video conference was
started a few years ago and
many lawyers attend the
hearing and argue
through video conference.
He said the judgements
are being translated
through technology and it
is his endeavour to make
judgements available in
more regional languages.
"The Supreme Court is
translating its decisions
into different languages of
the country. The help of
technology is being taken
in this. Our aim is that
whatever decisions are
being given in the courts
of the country, they should
be delivered to the com-
mon people in their lan-
guage. By making
Artificial Intelligence
user-friendly, we can bring
both awareness and access
to legal services to every
home," he said.

‘Mutual fraternity is necessary to
maintain equality in country’

CJI D Y Chandrachud 

New Delhi, Mar 09 (PTI) 

The Narcotics Control
Bureau (NCB) on Saturday
arrested 36-year-old Jaffer
Sadiq, an expelled DMK
party functionary in Tamil
Nadu, in connection with
an international drugs traf-
ficking racket investigation
estimated to be worth more
than Rs 2,000 crore.

NCB deputy director
general (operations)
Gyaneshwar Singh told re-
porters here that Sadiq's
linkages with the Tamil
and Hindi film industry,
some "high-profile" people
apart from some instances
of "political funding" were
under the scanner of the
agency. Sources told PTI
that a high-profile DMK
leader could soon be
summoned by the NCB
for questioning with re-
gard to some monetary
transactions worth a
few lakhs.

Sadiq was arrested in
Delhi on the basis of
specific intelligence in-
puts and he is the "mas-
termind and kingpin" of
a trans-national pseu-
doephedrine smuggling
racket spread across
Australia, New Zealand
and Malayasia from
India, Singh said.

"The NCB believes in
doing an unbiased and law-
ful investigation. A crimi-
nal has no caste, religion or
political party. Whosoever
violates the NDPS law is an
offender and we will inves-
tigate any such entity.

"We will intensely inves-
tigate the drug money trail
in this case," Singh said
when asked if any political
persons were under the
scanner of the agency.

He said Sadiq, whose
full name is Jaffar Sadiq
Abdul Rehman, went into
"hiding" soon after the
agency conducted raids
in Delhi in this case in
February and he trav-
elled from Chennai to
Thiruvananthapuram,
Mumbai, Pune,
Ahmedabad and Jaipur
before being taken into

custody following his brief
questioning by the NCB.

Sadiq, a producer of
Tamil films, was recently
expelled by the ruling DMK
from the party after his
name and purported links
to the drugs network were
mentioned by the agency.

Singh said Sadiq told the
NCB that he was the
Chennai West deputy or-
ganiser of the DMK's NRI
wing.

NCB arrests ex-DMK functionary
in global drugs trafficking case
Top party leader
may get summons
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