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Srinagar, Mar 07 (PTI): 

Jammu and Kashmir is
touching new heights of
development and breath-
ing freely after the abroga-
tion of Article 370 in 2019,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said here on
Thursday.

Addressing a public
rally, Modi also accused
the Congress of misguid-
ing not only the people of
Jammu and Kashmir, but
the entire nation on
Article 370 for a long time.

The prime minister ex-
tended his "advance wish-
es" for the upcoming holy
month of Ramzan and
Maha Shivratri, which
falls on Friday.

"Jammu and Kashmir is
touching new heights of
development after the ab-
rogation of Article 370.
Jammu and Kashmir is
touching new heights of
development today be-
cause it is breathing freely.
Jammu and Kashmir has

broken the shackles after
abrogation of Article 370,"
he said at the rally named
as 'Viksit Bharat Viksit
Jammu Kashmir' at the
Bakshi stadium here.

This was Modi's first
visit to Kashmir since the
Centre abrogated the spe-
cial status given to the
erstwhile state and bifur-
cated it into two Union ter-
ritories -- Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh on
August 5, 2019.

After inaugurating de-

velopment projects worth
nearly Rs 5,000 crore for
boosting the agri-economy
in the Union territory,
Modi said he was "elated
to be among the wonderful
people of Srinagar".

"The development proj-
ects being dedicated today
will boost the development
of Jammu and Kashmir. A
developed Jammu and
Kashmir is the priority for
a developed India," he
said. Describing Jammu
and Kashmir as the crown
of the country, the prime
minister said the path to
building a developed
Jammu and Kashmir will
emerge from tourism pos-
sibilities and empower-
ment of farmers.

"Jammu and Kashmir is
not just a region but
India's head. A head held
high is the symbol of de-
velopment and honour.
That is why a developed
Jammu and Kashmir is
the priority of a developed
India," he said.

Bijapur, Mar 07:

A four-year-old girl was
killed after a major fire
broke out in a govern-
ment-run residential
school in Bijapur district
in the wee hours of
Thursday, officials said.

The deceased was not a
student of the school. She
was staying with her rela-
tive, who is a student of
class 8 in the school, for
the last few days, they
said.

The blaze erupted, ap-
parently due to a short-cir-
cuit, at around 1 am at the
porta cabin (prefabricated
portable structure) school
for girls in Chintakonta
village under Awapalli po-
lice station limits, Bijapur
Collector Anurag Pandey
said. Visuals of the spot
showed the porta cabin
structure was completely
gutted in the fire. Porta
cabins are used for setting
up school infrastructure
in some of the Naxal-af-
fected areas of the state.

"At around 1 am, a fe-
male staffer of the facility

saw flames in the facility
and informed her col-
leagues following which
they evacuated the chil-
dren from their rooms,"
said Pandey who along
with other officials visited
the spot to take stock of
the incident.

The residential school
has three blocks which
were set up using bamboo.
The fire rapidly spread in
all the blocks and the
structures were gutted, he
said.As many as 308 chil-
dren from classes 1 to 8 and
some from classes 10 and
12 are there in the residen-
tial school. They all were
evacuated by the staff
members, Pandey said.

(More news on Pg-06)

New Delhi, Mar 07 (PTI) 

The CBI has conducted
searches at 67 locations in
seven cities of Rajasthan
and Maharashtra in con-
nection with the Rs 820-
crore IMPS scam in UCO
bank, officials said
Thursday.

The case pertains to over
8,53,049 IMPS (Immediate
Payment System) transac-

tions that took place be-
tween November 10 and
November 13 last year in
the bank.

"IMPS inward transac-
tions initiated from around
14,600 account holders of
seven private banks were
wrongfully posted in the ac-
counts of over 41,000 UCO
Bank account holders. This
resulted in Rs. 820 crore
being credited to UCO Bank
accounts without actual
debiting from the originat-
ing banks," the CBI
Spokesperson said.

New Delhi, Mar 07 (PTI) 
Air India deboarded Religare
Enterprises Chairperson
Rashmi Saluja from a London-
bound flight at the Delhi air-
port for rude behaviour with
crew members on March 5,
sources said on Thursday.
The incident happened on
flight AI 161 before the sched-
uled pushback for take off and
Saluja was deboarded follow-
ing advice from the captain of
the flight. In a statement, an
Air India spokesperson said a
passenger travelling in busi-
ness class was offboarded on
the advice of the captain fol-
lowing some argument with
members of the crew before
the scheduled pushback.
While Air India did not men-
tion the name of the passen-
ger involved in the incident, a
source in the know said the
passenger was Saluja.
Another source said the pas-
senger behaved in a rude
manner with the crew mem-
bers. A query sent to Religare
Enterprises seeking com-
ments on the incident involv-
ing Saluja did not elicit an
immediate response.

CBI conducts searches at
67 locations in Raj, Maha

In UCO Bank 
IMPS scam

Air India
deboards woman
after argument

with crew

4-year-old girl killed in
fire at residential school ‘J-K breathes freely after

Art 370 abrogation’

PM Modi addresses during the
'Viksit Bharat, Viksit Jammu &

Kashmir' programme, in
Srinagar, Thursday. 
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RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaarr  0077::  

NCC Cadets of Madhya
Pradesh and Chhattisgarh
Directorate participated in the
‘At Home’ program at Raj
Bhavan here on Thursday
under the chief hospitality of
Governor Vishwabhushan
Harichandan. ‘At Home’ pro-
gram was organised for the
cadets of the NCC . In this pro-
gram, NCC Chhattisgarh
Battalion were present. Cadets
who participated in the
Republic Day Parade this year
in New Delhi also were present
in the programme. Governor’s
Secretary Mr. Yashwant
Kumar, Brigadier Mr. Vikram
Singh Chauhan, YSM, Wing
Commander Mr. Vivek Kumar,
Colonel Mr. Pradeep and fami-
ly members of the cadets were
present in the program.

Governor Vishwabhushan
Harichandan extended his
hearty congratulations and
best wishes to the cadets for

their excellent performance in
the Republic Day Parade and
securing 6th position in the
entire country. He also con-
gratulated the military officers
who, through hard work and
dedication, paved the way for

the cadets by training them
and taking them to this level.

Harichandan called upon the
NCC cadets to work with dedi-
cation  for the welfare of the
country and always be proud of
the country. He said that one

should always be ready to help
the deprived sections. He said
that NCC is a medium which
gives military training to the
youth and makes them aware
of military activities and devel-
ops a sense of unity while
maintaining discipline.
Through the camps and pro-
grams organized by the NCC
organization, the cadets from
different parts of the country
not only know about each
other’s cultural heritage but
also get to know the Indian cul-
ture by going abroad, which is
highly commendable. He espe-
cially appreciated the NCC
Girls Battalion and said that
similarly girls should be
encouraged by their family
members. Brigadier Vikram

Singh Chauhan YSM, Madhya
Pradesh and Chhattisgarh
NCC, giving information about
the activities of the
Directorate, said that it has 16
units working in the state, out
of which 2 units are for girls
cadets. More than 23,000
cadets are attached to various
educational institutions in the
state. The process of increas-
ing it is underway. He said that
under the ‘Ek Bharat-Shreshtha
Bharat’ scheme, cadets go to
other states and get acquaint-
ed with the culture there,
which strengthens national
unity.  

Wonderful cultural presenta-
tions were given by the cadets
in the programme. Governor
Harichandan was presented
with the Aero model of Mirage
2000, the model of INS Shivalik
of the Indian Navy and the
N.C.C.’s logo depicting the
motto of was presented. The
Governor rewarded the cadets
for cultural presentations.

Youth should work with dedication 
in interest of country: Governor

Cadets of Madhya
Pradesh and Ch’garh,
NCC Directorate’s ‘At
Home’ programme 
concludes at Raj Bhavan

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Mar 07: BJP
State Media Department
on Thursday met Chief
Minister Vishnu Deo Sai
and handed over a letter to
him to investigate the in-
justice done to journalists
during the Congress rule.

The delegation said that
the last 5 years of
Congress rule in
Chhattisgarh have been
terrible from the point of
view of freedom of ex-
pression. Harassment of
journalists, false cases im-
posed against them mere-
ly for broadcasting/pub-
lishing news, etc. have se-
riously affected the funda-
mental rights of the citi-

zens. There are many
journalists who are facing
unnecessary cases etc.
Repressive attitude was
adopted in every way to
suppress the voice of jour-
nalists. The so-called
Journalist Protection Act
was flouted, the memoran-
dum stated.

In such a situation, it is
now necessary to provide
them justice. Therefore,
you are requested to kind-
ly conduct an impartial in-
vestigation into all such

cases and provide justice
to the journalists.

BJP delegation was led
by State General
Secretary Sanjay
Srivastava, BJP state
media in-charge Amit
Chimnani, co-in-charge
Anurag Agarwal, state
spokesperson Sandeep
Sharma, Rasik Parmar.
On this occasion, media
advisor of CM and senior
Journalist Pankaj Jha and
Alok Singh were also pres-
ent.

BJP for probe on injustice
against the media persons

Media Department
handed over letter to
Chief Minister
Vishnu Dev Sai

CCeennttrraall  CChhrroonniiccllee  NNeewwss

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaarr  0077:: Kanker Lok
Sabha member Mohan Mandavi
has expressed his ire over denial
of party ticket in the forthcom-
ing Lok Sabha elections. Talking
to a section of media persons,
the senior BJP Parliamentarian
said that high-level investiga-
tion should be carried out in the
entire process of ticket distribu-
tion. He said that the Party
President JP Nadda has appreci-
ated his works but now denial of
party ticket for the forthcoming
Lok Sabha elections is not prop-
er for him. He alleged that lower
level leaders have hatched a
conspiracy against him which
eventually resulted in denial of

party ticket to him. He said
that he is ready to resign from
the party if the image of party
has been hampered due to
him. He said that his image has
been spoiled. It is notable that
Mohan Madavi from Kanker is
one of the four sitting MPs
who have been denied party
ticket in the upcoming polls.
Apart from him, Sunil Soni
from Raipur, Chunnilal Sahu
from Mahasamund and
Guharam Ajgale from Janjgir
(SC) seat have been denied
ticket this time.

Sitting MP demands probe
into ticket distribution

Kanker MP
expressed his ire
over denied LS ticket

Raipur, Mar 07:  

Labour Minister
Lakhanlal Dewangan on
Thursday in the meeting
of the Board of Directors
of Chhattisgarh Building
and Other Construction
Workers Welfare Board in
the building of Labour
Welfare Board located in
Nava Raipur for the imple-
mentation of public wel-
fare schemes for the wel-
fare and protection of con-
struction workers for the
financial year 2024-25 ap-
proved the annual budget
of Rs 524.06 cr.

The Labour Minister
said that as per the inten-
tion of Chief Minister
Vishnu Deo Sai, it has

been decided to register
the construction workers
of the state who migrate
for better employment in
other provinces and bene-
fit them from the schemes
run by the Board. This has
been done so that the con-
struction workers of the
state in other states can be
benefited from the public
welfare schemes run by
the Board. He said that it

should be ensured that 100
percent construction
workers of the state get
the benefits of the govern-
ment’s welfare schemes, so
that the standard of living
of the workers can im-
prove.

In the meeting, while
simplifying the process of
registration of construc-
tion workers, instead of
the earlier provision of

employment certificate
being given through the
employer or trade union
for 90 days of construction
work, now the workers are
employed in the work
themselves.

In connection with this,
it was decided to submit
the employment certifi-
cate on the basis of self-
declaration certificate and
take applications for regis-
tration and renewal.
Secretary cum Labour
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Alarmelmangai D.,
Special Secretary Finance
Department Sheetal
Shashwat Verma and
Secretary BOC Savita
Mishra were present in
the meeting.

Provide benefits of labour scheme to migrant, factory workers: Dewangan

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Mar 07:
Chhattisgarh State
Cricket Sangh (CSCS) on
Thursday issued an media
advisory over the selection
trials being conducted for
reportedly unauthorized
league with the      consent
from CSCS or BCCI in
Chhattisgarh. According
to the information re-

ceived, CSCS said that
many unauthorized crick-
et trials in the name of tri-
als are happening and
publicize through various
social media sources. It
stated that those trials are
not affiliated or concerned
through CSCS and BCCI.
In a press communiqué,
the CSCS stated that sever-
al cricket players are con-
tacting the Apex Body to
clarify about those trials.
It further stated that play-
ers should be mindful be-
fore participating in those
trials.

Advisory on 
selection trials

CSCS warns over
unauthorized Cricket
League trials
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Raipur, Mar 07: 

C h h a t t i s g a r h
Government’s Sports and
Youth Welfare Minister
Tankram Verma and
Women and Child
Development Minister,
Lakshmi Rajwade partici-
pated in the ‘Shashakt
Nari Samagam’ program
organised at Dussehra
Ground Balodabazar here
on Wednesday. On this oc-
casion, about 184 women
who did excellent work
were felicitated with cita-
tions and mementos. This
includes 10 from Health
Department, 17 from
Education Department, 21
from Women and Child
Development Department,
7 from Social Service
Sector, 7 from Empowered
Women, 22 from Swachh
Bharat Mission and about
100 from sports field.
Along with this, under the
distribution of material to
the beneficiaries of vari-
ous schemes and the
Revenue Book Circular 6-
4, a cheque of Rs 24 lakh
was given to 6 people at the

rate of Rs 4 lakh each.
Addressing the program

as the chief guest,
Minister Tankaram
Verma said that our gov-
ernment does whatever it
says. As a result, everyone
has confidence in us.
Women empowerment is
the top priority of our gov-
ernment, keeping this in
mind, the work of
strengthening women is
continuously going on. He
said that Modi’s guarantee
means the guarantee will

be fulfilled. To realize
Prime Minister Modi’s vi-
sion of India becoming de-
veloped by 2047, we all
have to support Modi ji. He
said that now Mahtari
Sadan will be built in
every village in which the
women of the group will
be able to easily hold meet-
ings or other programs. In
the first phase, Mahtari
Sadan will be constructed
in 40 villages of
Balodabazar. He said that
there is no dearth of

sports talent in
Balodabazar. Soon the dis-
trict will progress a lot in
the field of sports.

Women and Child
Development Minister,
Lakshmi Rajwade said in
her address that women’s
groups have been formed
to help women progress.
Now women are becoming
self-reliant by taking ad-
vantage of the schemes of
the Central and State
Government. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi

has taken the initiative to
enable women to start
bank transactions
through Jan Dhan
Account. Now women are
going to the bank without
any hesitation. Work has
been done to increase the
dignity of women by con-
structing toilets in every
house. Along with this,
women are getting the
benefits of Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana,
Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala
Yojana. He said that our
government will soon im-
plement the idea of ??pro-
viding gas cylinders at low
prices. He said that the
first installment of the
amount of Mahtari
Vandan Yojana will be
transferred to the ac-
counts of women in the
next few days. The benefi-
ciaries will get one thou-
sand rupees every month.
Due to which, along with
daily expenses, they will
be able to spend on other
important needs. Our gov-
ernment is completing the
announcements very fast,
he said.

Women empowerment is top
priority of our govt : Verma Bilaspur, Mar 07:

Vice-Chancellor of Guru
G h a s i d a s
Vishwavidyalaya (Central
University), Professor
Alok Kumar Chakrawal
paid a courtesy visit on
Honorable Governor of
C h h a t t i s g a r h ,
V i s h w a b h u s h a n
Harichandan at Raj
Bhawan in Raipur on
March 06, 2024. On the oc-
casion of the courtesy
visit, Vice-Chancellor
Professor Chakrawal hon-
ored the Honorable
Governor by presenting
him a bouquet.

V i c e - C h a n c e l l o r
Professor Chakrawal ex-
pressed his gratitude to
Honorable Governor
V i s h w a b h u s h a n
Harichandan ji for attend-
ing the inaugural ceremo-
ny of the Association of
Indian Universities (AIU)
Central Zone Vice-
Chancellors’ Conference
held on January 18-19,
2024. Prof Chakrawal pro-
vided detailed information
about the two-day confer-
ence to Hon’ble Governor.

V i c e - C h a n c e l l o r
Professor Chakrawal said
that Guru Ghasidas

Vishwavidyalaya is con-
tinuously getting project-
ed on the national and in-
ternational maps in the
field of research & devel-
opment and innovation as
well as infrastructure de-
velopment. The Central
University is partnering
with internationally
renowned institutions of
higher education in the
areas of academics, re-
search, innovation, start-
ups and educational devel-
opment.

V i c e - C h a n c e l l o r
Professor Chakrawal also
highlighted the Guru
G h a s i d a s
V i s h w a v i d y a l a y a
Swabhiman Thali (GST)
scheme, which, started by

providing nutritious food
to 200 students in the year
2023, is now providing food
to 1000 students. Keeping
in view the upcoming Holi
festival, herbal gulal pre-
pared from flowers and
leaves is being produced
by the students. Under the
Swavalambi  Chhattisgarh
scheme, along with mush-
room production and
bread, Chyawanprash,
Triphala, honey etc. with
various medicinal proper-
ties are being manufac-
tured on experimental
level.

G o v e r n o r
V i s h w a b h u s h a n
Harichandan expressed
satisfaction over the ongo-
ing development work
under the able leadership
of Vice-Chancellor of
Guru Ghasidas Central
V i s h w a v i d y a l a y a ,
Professor Alok Kumar
Chakrawal and expressed
hope that the university
will set new standards in
the coming years. On the
request of Vice-Chancellor
Prof. Chakrawal’s, the
Honorable Governor as-
sured continuous guid-
ance and cooperation for
the overall development of
the Central University.

Vice-Chancellor Prof. Chakrawal
meets the Governor

For temptation-free,
fair and fear-free
elections.

Raipur, Mar 07:

Chief Electoral Officer
Mrs. Reena Babasaheb
Kangale held a meeting of
all the enforcement agen-
cies working in the state
and gave necessary in-
structions for monitoring
the election expenditure
during the upcoming Lok
Sabha elections. In a meet-
ing held at the Office of
the Chief Electoral Officer
on Wednesday, she re-
viewed the work done by
these agencies in monitor-
ing election expenditure
during the Assembly gen-
eral elections held in the
state in December 2023. In
the meeting, officers were
also given training to work
on ESMS (Election Seizure
Management System) app
and portal for election ex-
penditure monitoring.
Additional Chief Electoral

Officer Mr. Nileshkumar
Mahadev Kshirsagar and
Joint Chief Electoral
Officer Mr. P.S. Dhruv also
attended the review meet-
ing.

In the meeting, Chief
Electoral Officer Mrs.
Reena Babasaheb Kangale
directed the officers of all
the enforcement agencies
to work actively in mutual
coordination for induce-
ment-free, fair, uninter-
rupted and fear-free elec-
tions in the state. She di-
rected all the agencies to

effectively carry out the
work of election expendi-
ture monitoring by ensur-
ing better coordination,
communication and ex-
change of information
among themselves. She di-
rected for strict monitor-
ing of transportation of
cash, liquor, intoxicants,
valuables and freebies
during the Model Code of
Conduct for Lok Sabha
elections. She directed to
send the report of seizure
and action taken in this re-
gard to the office of the

Chief Electoral Officer
daily.

Chief Electoral Officer
Mrs. Kangale instructed
all the enforcement agen-
cies to remain alert and
active after the model
code of conduct for the
Lok Sabha general elec-
tions came into effect in
the state. She directed all
the agencies to activate
their toll-free numbers as
well as deploy adequate
human resources for elec-
tion expenditure monitor-
ing. She directed to install

cameras at all the check-
posts of the Transport
Department located on
the inter-state border.
Mrs. Kangale talked about
taking care of the facili-
ties of the citizens during
the action of the teams
formed by the enforce-
ment agencies for moni-
toring the election expen-
diture. She said that peo-
ple should also take care
that they do not have to
face unnecessary prob-
lems. In the meeting, she
reviewed district-wise
and agency-wise seizures
made by enforcement
agencies during the last
assembly general elec-
tions. He directed all the
agencies to review and
study the seizures made
during the last elections
and the last six months,
determine the sensitivity
of the districts, prepare
an action plan and moni-
tor the election expendi-
ture during the Lok Sabha
elections.

Enforcement agencies should work actively
and with mutual coordination: Kangale 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Mar 07: National
Institute of Technology,
Raipur’s final year stu-
dents Anjali Tiwari, 7th
Semester, Mining
Engineering, Surabhi
Singh, 7th Semester,
Metallurgical and
Materials Engineering,
Vanshika Gupta, 7th
Semester, Metallurgical
and Materials
Engineering and
Vishakha Jha, 7th
Semester, Electrical
Engineering have received
Pre - Placement Offers
from the Indian multina-
tional steel-making com-
pany TATA Steel. These
students were selected
through the Internships
and competitions like
“Women Of Mettle”.

Anjali Tiwari, securing
a position as a
Management Trainee
Technical at Tata Steel
with a competitive CTC of
11.88 lakh per annum, ex-

presses eagerness for this
new opportunity. Her jour-
ney commenced with ac-
tive participation in the
Women of Mettle competi-
tion by Tata Steel, culmi-
nating in her recognition
as a top 10 finalist. This
achievement led to a pre-
placement offer (PPO) and
a two-month immersive
internship, ultimately con-
firmed in December.

Surabhi Singh, appoint-
ed as a Manager Trainee
at Tata Steel Limited with
an impressive CTC of 13
LPA, expresses elation and
gratitude for the pre-place-

ment offer (PPO).
Vanshika Gupta, a final-

year student from the
Metallurgical and
Materials Engineering
branch, received a pre-
placement offer(PPO)
from Tata Steel long prod-
uct limited in September
2023.

Vishakha Jha, designat-
ed as a Graduate Engineer
Trainee (GET) at Tata
Steel long product
Limited, expresses im-
mense happiness and sees
associating with TATA
Steel as a significant start
to her career.

NIT Raipur’s students secure
placements at TATA Steel

Anjali Tiwari Surabhi Singh

Minister gave strict
instructions to
resolve pending
applications within
15 days

Raipur, Mar 07:

Labour Minister Lakhan
Lal Dewangan said that
100 percent workers of the
state should get the bene-
fits of government
schemes. Work should be
done with sensitivity, tak-
ing the interests of the

workers as priority, so that
the standard of living of
workers can improve.
Labour Minister
Dewangan said these
things in the review meet-
ing of departmental work.
The meeting was held in
the meeting room of
Chhattisgarh Bhawan and
Other Construction
Workers Welfare Board lo-
cated in Nava Raipur. In
the meeting, Labour
Commissioner and Joint
Secretary Mrs. Alarmel
Mangai D, Secretary of
Chhattisgarh Building

and Other Construction
Workers Welfare Board
Mrs. Savita Mishra,
Additional Labour
Commissioner Mr. S. L
Jangde, Labour

Department officials from
the districts ere present.

Labour Minister
Dewangan gave instruc-
tions in the meeting to re-
solve the pending cases

within 15 days. He said that
negligence will not be tol-
erated in the implementa-
tion of public welfare
schemes of the govern-
ment. The registration

forms of workers have
been canceled in some dis-
tricts of the state. The reg-
istration process should be
completed soon after col-
lecting other necessary
documents from the work-
ers. Officials should ensure
that the beneficiaries get
the benefits of the govern-
ment scheme. The benefici-
ary should not be returned
on the basis of lack of doc-
uments. Complete the
process of registering la-
borers by setting up mobile
camps in labour dominated
areas. Workers should not

work in any site without
registration. Minister
Dewangan said that the
district wise plan should be
reviewed within 15 days
and if after this there is no
progress in the implemen-
tation of the plan, then the
concerned officers will be
responsible for it.

Dewangan said that
Shaheed Veer Narayan
Singh Shram Anna Yojana
is being operated at afford-
able rates for the workers.
Officials should inspect
the Annapurna Dal-Rice
centers and go there and

taste the food themselves
and test its quality.
Officials said that at pres-
ent pulses and rice centers
are being operated at 22
places in the state. Apart
from this, MoU has been
signed to start pulses and
rice centers at 22 other
places. While reviewing
Mahtari Jatan Yojana and
Noni Babu Scholarship
Scheme during the meet-
ing, the Minister said that
it should be ensured that
all the eligible labour fami-
lies are provided its bene-
fits.

100% workers should get benefits of govt schemes: Dewangan

Target of registration
of 2 thousand youth
of Raipur district

Raipur, Mar 07:
There is immense enthusiasm
among the youth for Agniveer
recruitment in the Indian Army.
According to the results of
Agniveer Recruitment for the
year 2023 that have been
declared recently twenty one
youth from Raipur district have
been selected. The selected
youth were also felicitated by
the district administration.
They were urged to reach
schools and gram panchayats
to encourage the youth and to
get more and more youth to
submit the forms for recruit-
ment in the online portal.

The district administration
had provided bus facility to the
youth of the district for the
recruitment process held in
Janjgir-Champa. Guidance was

also given and they were pro-
vided complete information
related to recruitment.

Twenty-year-old Prashant
Verma, resident of village
Champa of Tilda tehsil of
Raipur district, has been
selected as Agniveer of the
Indian Army. Prashant has
achieved success in Agniveer
recruitment at an early age. He
tells that he was preparing for
Agniveer recruitment for
almost two years. It was the
people of the village who
encouraged and motivated him

to join the recruitment.
Besides, he had a passion for
serving the country by joining
the army for a long time. The
family members also had high
expectations from Prashant
and due to hard work and ded-
ication, Prashant got success.

Sunil Nishad, resident of vil-
lage Sarphonga of Tilda block,
has also been selected in the
Indian Army in Agniveer
recruitment. Sunil tells that he
was working very hard for
recruitment in the army for a
long time. He used to practice

day and night for the physical
test in the village itself and
was also receiving guidance
from a private institution.
There is a lot of joy among the
selected youth and their fami-
lies. Prashant and Sunil
thanked Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. Applications
for Agniveer in Army have been
invited through online portal.
The last date to apply for youth
is 22nd March. The govern-
ment has set a target of regis-
tering 2 thousand youth for
Raipur district.

For registration of Agniveer
in the Indian Army, all urban
bodies, Municipal Corporations
of Raipur and Birgaon, Chief
Executive Officers of all Janpad
Panchayats of the district,
Principals of Polytechnics, all
government and non-govern-
ment colleges and all govern-
ment and non-government ITIs
have been given a target to get
the youth to apply online in the
portal.

Raipur, Mar 07:

The Indian Institute of
Management (IIM) Raipur
and Hidayatullah National
Law University (HNLU),
Raipur, have formalized a
strategic collaboration
through a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU), sig-
nifying a significant leap in
academic and institutional
cooperation. Established in
2010, IIM Raipur is
renowned for shaping ethi-
cal leaders with a strong
commitment to national
development and global
recognition. On the other
hand, HNLU Raipur, found-
ed in 2003, has consistently
been a trailblazer in legal
education.

The MoU solidifies a
framework for joint aca-
demic endeavors, research
initiatives, and knowledge
dissemination between
the two institutions. It en-

compasses the exchange of
students, faculty mem-
bers, and collaborative re-
search programs, aiming
to enhance the academic
and research capabilities
of IIM Raipur and HNLU,
Raipur. This collaboration
sets the stage for a trans-
formative partnership be-
yond traditional academic
boundaries.

The MoU highlights the
importance of intellectual
property rights & confi-

dentiality and ensures a
fair and equitable distribu-
tion of rights arising from
collaborative projects. It
emphasizes a non-binding
nature, emphasizing a gen-
uine and mutually benefi-
cial collaboration without
creating formal contractu-
al or partnership obliga-
tions. The agreement is set
to be effective for an initial
period of five years, with
the potential for extension
upon mutual agreement.

IIM Raipur and HNLU
express their commitment
to nurturing a collabora-
tive spirit, expecting to
positively impact India’s
legal education and leader-
ship development. This
partnership signifies a
concerted effort to create
an intellectual collabora-
tion that transcends disci-
plinary boundaries, foster-
ing a dynamic and enrich-
ing academic environ-
ment.

Twenty one youth of district selected for Agniveer IIM Raipur and HNLU collaborate for academic advancement
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NARI SHAKTI MAHOTSAV

Utt’khand CM Pushkar Singh Dhami during the ‘Nari Shakti Mahotsav’ at Race
Course, in Dehradun, Thursday.

Kolkata, Mar 07 (PTI):

West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata
Banerjee on Thursday ac-
cused the BJP of spread-
ing canards about inci-
dents at Sandeshkhali
while asserting that the
state is the safest place in
the country for women.

Banerjee, also the
Trinamool Congress
supremo, also hit out at
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi for “lecturing” the
West Bengal government
on women’s security, alleg-
ing that he keeps silence
when women are tortured
in BJP-ruled states.

In an apparent reference
to former Calcutta High
Court judge Abhijit
Gangopadhyay, who joined
the BJP during the day,
she said, “We will ensure
your defeat no matter from
where you contest in the
Lok Sabha polls.

Addressing people after
leading a rally in Kolkata
for women’s rights, she
said, “Many have given
fake sandesh (message) on
Sandeshkhali. The way a
few incidents were shown
is reprehensible. Some in-
cidents may have hap-
pened and they have not
reached us. But when we
get to know something, we
take action. I don’t hesitate
to arrest TMC workers if
they are at fault.

Without naming the
prime minister, the TMC
supremo said, “Yesterday
you came here and lec-
tured us that atrocities on
women are being commit-
ted here. In Uttar Pradesh,
gruesome rapes are taking
place. The BJP should be
shameful that our daugh-
ters were raped and burnt
in Manipur.”

“West Bengal is the
safest state in the country
for women,” she said.

Banerjee’s comment
comes in the backdrop of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi s remark on
Wednesday that the
“storm of Sandeshkhali”
will sweep Bengal and

‘Nari Shakti’ (woman
power) will play a pivotal
role in decimating the rul-
ing party in the Lok Sabha
polls.

Banerjee accused the
BJP leaders of “spreading
canards about the safety of
women in West Bengal but
they maintain a stoic si-
lence when women are tor-
tured in BJP-ruled states.

Hitting out at
Gangopadhyay for “taking
away jobs of thousands of
youths” across the state
through his judgments,
Banerjee said, “The
youths will not forgive
you. All your judgments
are under question. We
will ensure your defeat.

Banerjee claimed that
the BJP is angry with the
TMC as the party doesn’t
allow divisive politics in
Bengal.

“As we don’t allow their
divisive politics here,
Pinto Babu ka gussa aata
hai (Pinto babu is angry). I
refer to BJP as Pinto babu.
Why is Pinto Babu angry?
They sent over 400 teams
to Bengal but none in
Manipur where women
were assaulted and
stripped,” she said.

Ahead of the Lok Sabha
elections, West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee on Thursday led
a rally in Kolkata for
women’s rights. The rally,

themed ‘Mahila Der
Adhikaar, Aamader
Angikaar’ (women’s rights
are our commitment), was
organised by the TMC a
day ahead of International
Women’s Day.

Clad in her trademark
white and blue bordered
cotton sari with a shawl
wrapped around her neck,
Banerjee was seen greet-
ing people and onlookers
on both sides of the road
with folded hands.

The Trinamool
Congress supremo was
seen waving at people as
she marched from College
Street to Dorina Crossing,
around two kilometres
away, in central Kolkata.

TMC national general
secretary Abhishek
Banerjee was also present
at the rally.

BJP’s Ranaghat
Dakshin MLA Mukut
Mani Adhikari, who was
not happy with BJP re-
peating its sitting MP from
Ranaghat, Jagganath
Sarkar, on Thursday
switched over to the TMC
and participated in the
rally.

“I think TMC is the only
platform where you can
work for the masses. So I
decided to join the TMC,”
he said. Since the 2021 as-
sembly polls, seven BJP
MLAs have switched over
to the TMC but are yet to
resign as MLAs.

Bengal safest state for women: Mamata

WB CM Mamata Banerjee participates in a rally on the eve of International Women’s
Day, in Kolkata, Thursday.

New Delhi, Mar 07:

India’s energy major
IndianOil, is thrilled to an-
nounce the partnership
with FIM (Federation
Internationale De
Motocyclisme), as the
"Official Fuel Partner" for
the prestigious Asia Road
Racing Championship
(ARRC) over a span of three
years, from 2024 to 2026.

This collaboration en-
tails IndianOil providing
category 2 race fuel,
"STORM-Ultimate Racing
Fuel," across all ARRC
events. "STORM”, which
is produced at IndianOil’s
Gujarat refinery, is a high-
light of IndianOil's diverse
and ambitious product
range, which also includes
AV Gas 100 LL and refer-
ence fuels, reflecting
India's commitment to
self-reliance (Atma
Nirbhar Bharat) and tech-
nological advancement.
The arrival of 'STORM,' in
the international arena
marks a significant stride
towards bolstering the
'Make in India' initiative.
This race fuel also show-
cases IndianOil's innova-
tion and expertise in pro-
ducing specialized fuels

that adhere to stringent in-
ternational norms, receiv-
ing approval from the FIM
approved M/s Intertek in
Switzerland.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Shrikant Madhav
Vaidya, Chairman
IndianOil said “As we em-
bark on this exhilarating
partnership with FIM for
the Asia Road Racing
Championship, IndianOil
is proud to fuel the fast
lanes of motorsport with
our cutting-edge 'STORM-

Ultimate Racing Fuel'. The
fuel stands as a symbol of
innovation and excellence,
embodying our relentless
pursuit of developing spe-
cialised fuels that meet
stringent international
standards. This collabora-
tion marks a significant
step in strengthening the
'Make in India' initiative
on the global stage."

In preparation for the up-
coming Thailand event
scheduled from March 15-17,
IndianOil has shipped off

“STORM” fuel from Nhava
Sheva port in Mumbai on
February 23, 2024, with a vir-
tual flag-off by Shri Hardeep
Singh Puri, Union Minister
for Petroleum & Natural
Gas and Housing & Urban
Affairs.

F u r t h e r m o r e ,
IndianOil's commitment
to motorsport extends be-
yond the ARRC, as evi-
denced by its partnership
with the inaugural
MotoGP Bharat last year,
reinforcing its dedication
to fostering excellence and
innovation in motorcycle
racing on both national
and international stages.

With its vast experience
in supplying premium
fuels and extensive pres-
ence especially in lubri-
cants market across vari-
ous countries, IndianOil is
poised to contribute signif-
icantly to the success of
the Asia Road Racing
Championship, bolstering
its position as a Trusted
Fuel Partner in the motor-
sport domain.

IndianOil looks forward
to an exciting journey
ahead, fueled by innova-
tion, excellence, and a
shared passion for motor
racing.

Bhubaneswar, March 07 (PTI):

With the ruling Biju Janata
Dal (BJD) hinting at a po-
tential alliance with the
BJP ahead of the Lok
Sabha elections, Odisha
Congress president Sarat
Pattanayak on Thursday al-
leged that both the parties
are teaming up to exploit
the state and its natural re-
sources, including mines.

He pointed out both the
parties had formed a coali-
tion government from 2001
to 2009 and had collaborat-
ed on various fronts.
Pattanayak highlighted in-
stances where the BJD had
supported significant bills
introduced by the BJP in

Parliament and had even
allocated a Rajya Sabha
seat to the BJP twice.

He accused the BJD gov-
ernment of being em-
broiled in corruption scan-
dals, including chit fund
and mining scams, and
suggested that the BJD’s al-
liance with the BJP
stemmed from fear of ex-
posure. “The BJD govern-
ment is deep in corruption
including chit fund and
mining scams. So, the BJD
has surrendered itself be-
fore the BJP,” Pattanayak
said.

He questioned the BJD’s
commitment to the state’s
interests, citing unfulfilled
promises such as the in-

crease in paddy minimum
support price (MSP) and
the demand for special cat-
egory status for Odisha.

“If the BJD is working
for the interest of the
state, the party should
have asked the BJP to ful-
fill these demands of
Odisha,” Pattanayak said.

He asserted that the
Congress is the only viable
alternative in the state and
claimed that the people are
in support of the grand old
party. He expressed confi-
dence that the Congress
would form the next gov-
ernment in the state, posi-
tioning the party as the
true representative of peo-
ple’s interests.

‘BJD-BJP forming alliance to loot
natural resources of Odisha’

IndianOil partners with FIM
Asia Road Racing Ch’ship In LS polls

Bengaluru, Mar 07 (PTI):

BJP that has plans to win
big time in Karnataka in
the upcoming Lok Sabha
polls, may field two of its
former Chief Ministers —
Basavaraj Bommai and
Jagadish Shettar, who come
from the dominant Lingayat
community, counted by the
party as its core vote-base.

Giving indications about
this, veteran party leader B
S Yediyurappa on Thursday
said discussions have taken
place regarding candidates
for all 28 Lok Sabha seats in
the state including Bommai
and Shettar, with Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
and the party’s national
president J P Nadda, but no
final decision has been
taken.

The former Chief
Minister, who is a member
of BJP’s Parliamentary
Board and Central Election
Committee, also hinted that
BJP may allot two-three
seats to its alliance partner
JD(S) in Karnataka, on
which party’s national lead-
ership including Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
will be taking a final deci-
sion.

BJP leaders from various
States are meeting Shah
and Nadda, ahead of the

party’s Central Election
Committee, which includes
Modi and other senior lead-
ers, holding its second meet-
ing later this week for final-
ising the party’s candidates
for the Lok Sabha polls.

It has so far announced
candidates for 195 Lok
Sabha seats out of the total
543 across the country.

“Yesterday Amit Shah
ji, Nadda ji and all of us to-
gether discussed candi-
dates for all 28 Lok Sabha
seats. Who should be given
the ticket has not yet been
finalised. All of that will
be discussed with the
Prime Minister, and we
might get clarity in two-
three days,” Yediyurappa
told reporters in the na-
tional capital.

He said: “Everything has
been discussed, but who
will be given a ticket from
where has not yet been fi-
nalised. Discussions have
happened about Bommai
and Jagadish Shettar.”

Speculations are rife
within the state BJP circles
that Bommai, who is cur-
rently MLA from Shiggaon,
may be fielded from Haveri,
with party’s sitting MP
Shivakumar Udasi an-
nouncing retirement from
electoral politics after the
current term ends.

Shettar may be fielded
from Belgaum (Belagavi),

currently represented by
Mangala Angadi, the widow
of former Union Minister of
State Suresh Angadi. She
had won with a margin of
over 5,000 votes in 2021 by-
polls against the Congress
strongman Satish Jarkiholi,
when after the seat fell va-
cant due to her husband’s
death.

BJP wants to replace
Mangala with a strong can-
didate to retain the seat, and
Shettar’s name is doing the
rounds as he also happens
to be a relative of the
Angadi family and was the
poll incharge of this seat
when she faced the bypoll.

Shettar, who had quit the
BJP to join the Congress
ahead of the state assembly
polls last year on being de-
nied the ticket, rejoined his
old party in January.

Both Bommai and
Shettar are from the
Lingayat community, which
is seen as the strong vote-
base of the BJP in
Karnataka. According to
party sources, the commu-
nity “slightly moving away”
from the saffron party in
the Assembly polls last year
is said to be one among the
major reasons for its defeat.
Yediyurappa is also a
Lingayat.

According to
Yediyurappa, there will be
another round of discus-

sions with BJP’s central
leadership on Thursday at
which some decisions may
be taken. He also expressed
confidence about winning
at least 25 seats, and noted
that efforts are on in this di-
rection.

Regarding the seats that
will be given to JD(S), he
said the decision that will
be taken by Modi and Shah
is final.

“It is not yet finalised as
to which seats will be given
to them. Two to three seats
may be given to them,” he
added.

BJP and JD(S) have had
discussions on seat sharing.
However, there is no official
announcement yet.

As per information avail-
able so far, JD(S) may con-
test in three seats —
Mandya, Hassan and Kolar.

There may also be possi-
bility of a candidate from
the JD(S) contesting on
the BJP symbol, accord-
ing to sources, and it is
likely to be noted cardiac
surgeon and former
Prime Minister H D Deve
Gowda’s son-in-law Dr C N
Manjunath from
Bangalore Rural segment,
where sitting MP and
Deputy Chief Minister D
K Shivakumar’s brother D
K Suresh is likely to be the
Congress candidate once
again.

BJP to field ex-CMs Jagadish Shettar & Basavaraj Bommai

Nagpur, Mar 07 (PTI):

Former Delhi University
professor G N Saibaba,
who was released from the
Nagpur Central Jail on
Thursday after his acquit-
tal in an alleged Maoist
links case, said it’s a “won-
der that he could come out
alive” despite suffering
the “brutal” jail life.

The Bombay High
Court on Tuesday set
aside the life sentence of
Saibaba, noting that the
prosecution had failed to
prove the charges beyond

a reasonable doubt.
“There was every chance

that I would not have come
out alive,” Saibaba told
media persons. He had ear-
lier refused to talk to the
press saying, “My health is
very bad. I can’t talk. I will
have to first take medical
treatment, and then only I
will be able to speak.” The
former DU professor, who
depends on a wheelchair
for mobility, said he
changed his mind after re-
quests from lawyers and re-
porters. Saibaba said he
would be visiting doctors
soon.

Recalling his eight
years of incarceration,
which he described as
“very rigorous and bru-
tal”, Saibaba said he had
no accessibility inside the
prison. “I couldn’t pull up,
I could not move out of
my wheelchair. I could not
go to the toilet (on my
own), I could not take a
bath. It’s a wonder that I
came out of the prison
alive today,” he said,
stressing that there was
every chance that he
could not have made it.

‘It’s a wonder I came
out of jail alive’

Former Delhi University
professor G.N. Saibaba
addresses a press 
conference after he was
released from the Nagpur
Central Jail, Thursday.

Fresh western disturbance likely to hit Himachal
Shimla, Mar 07 (PTI): A fresh western disturbance is likely to affect the Western
Himalayan region next week, likely triggering thunderstorms and rain in
Himachal Pradesh, the meteorological department said. Meanwhile, over 400
roads, including four national highways, in the state remained shut for vehicular
traffic on Thursday after heavy snowfall and rain lashed several areas recently.
According to the meteorological department, a fresh western disturbance is likely
to affect the Western Himalayan region from the night of March 10. The MeT has
sounded a ‘yellow’ warning for thunderstorms accompanied by lightning at isolat-
ed places from March 11 to 13.
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Two women nabbed 
with illicit Mahua liquor

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 07: Excise
Department arrested two
women from different
places on charges of ille-
gally selling Mahua raw
liquor. Assistant
Commissioner (Excise)
Rajesh Jaiswal informed
that they had received a
tip off regarding smug-
gling and sale of illegal
liquor in village Ghorari
located in Ranitarai
Police Station limits.

Acting on this tip off,
the Excise Team rounded
up two women and recov-
ered illicit Mahua liquor
from them. In the first
case, 15 bulk litres of
Mahua liquor (market
value Rs 2250) was seized
from the possession of ac-
cused Shanta Bai, wife of
Lokesh Banjare. In the
second case, 4.5 bulk litres
of Mahua liquor (market

value Rs 675) was seized
from the possession of ac-
cused Sarita Bai Banjare,
wife of NogendraBanjare.
Cases were registered
against Section 34 (1) B of
the Excise Act and are
being investigated by

Excise Sub Inspector
Harish Patel.

It needs to be men-
tioned here that Collector
Richa Prakash
Chaudhary has given in-
structions to take action
against illegal transporta-

tion, possession
and sale of liquor
in view of upcom-
ing Lok Sabha
Elections.

Accordingly, the
E x c i s e
Department has
intensified the pa-
trolling and expe-
dited action on the
cases. They are
maintaining vigil
on suspects and
crowded areas like
railway stations,
bus stations, tradi-
tional criminal
routes, hotels,
dhabas, etc.

Excise Sub-
Inspector Priyank
Thakur, Geetanjali
Taram, Anamika Toppo,
Excise Head Constable
Dayaram Gote, drivers
Durgesh and Nohar
played a vital role in ar-
resting the bootleggers.

Missing child recovered
after twenty days

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 07: A 12-
year-old child, who was
missing from Charoda,
has been recovered safely
after twenty days.
Initially, Police consid-
ered it to be a case of ab-
duction. Actually, the
child had run away from
home due to some prob-
lem.

The child travelled al-
most 150 kilometres on bi-
cycle and had taken shel-
ter near a factory in
Raipur. Durg Police exam-
ined footage of more than
1000 CCTV cameras and
finally succeeded to find

the missing child.
ASP (City) Abhishek

Jha informed that on
February 16, Old Bhilai
Police received a com-
plaint from Radha Singh
(28) a resident of Housing
Board Colony Dadar
Road, Charoda.

Her son Lokesh Singh
(12) left home that after-
noon to visit a friend's
place on bicycle but did
not return back. On her

complaint, Police regis-
tered an abduction case
under Section 363 of IPC.

On the instructions of
SP Jitendra Shukla, a
joint team of Old Bhilai
Police Station and ACCU
was deployed to search for
the child. Police examined
about 400 CCTV cameras
of nearby localities and
found the child crossing
the Kumhari Toll Plaza on
his bicycle.

Police examined the
CCTV footages of loca-
tions and found the child
travelling alone towards
New Bypass Bilaspur
Road, Dilbagh Dhaba,
Simga, Dharsiwa, Saddu,
Tilda Newra,
Damakheda, Bhatapara,
Maro, Nandghat, Patharia
Turning and Mungeli
Turning.

The child was seen re-
turning back towards
Raipur on the same night.
Police searched the child
at hotels, dhabas, temples,
orphanages, hospitals,
night shelter, bus stand,
railway station, lodges,
chowpatty, gardens, gu-
rudwaras etc but the child
was not found.

On March 05, Police
spoke to the child on mo-
bile phone after which he
was recovered from Kedia
Godown in Tatibandh.
The child has been hand-
ed over to the family.

Footages of over 1000
CCTV cameras
examined
Child travelled over
160 kilometres alone
on bicycle
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Excise Deptt intensifies patrolling in view of upcoming elections

Old lady and granddaughter axed to death
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 07: In a
gruesome incident, an
old lady and her teenage
granddaughter were axed
at village Ganiyari of
Pulgaon Police Station
limits in Durg.

The incident occurred
on the intervening night
of Thursday. Police have
launched an investiga-
tion and the top cops have
claimed that the blind
double-murder mystery
will be solved soon.

CSP (Durg) Chirag Jain
informed that the de-
ceased were identified as
Rajbati Sahu (62) and her
granddaughter Savita
Sahu (17). Rajbati, her
sons and their families
reside in four different
houses in village
Ganiyari.

The entire family is ba-
sically involved in farm-

ing. Rajbati resided alone
at her home and any one
member of the family
used to accompany her in
the night. On Wednesday
evening, her granddaugh-
ter Savita had come to
sleep with her.

On Thursday morning,

other members of the
family reached Rajbati's
house and found her body
lying in a pool of blood in
the veranda. The girl was
lying dead in a room.

On information, a po-
lice team reached the
spot and the scene of

crime was cordoned off.
The forensic experts con-
ducted crime scene inves-
tigation and collected the
evidence. After prepar-
ing for the inquest, the
bodies were sent for au-
topsy.

CSP Jain said that the

lady and her grand-
daughter have been axed
to death. There were
multiple injuries on
their heads and other
parts of the body. Prima
facie it appears that the
unknown assailant tres-
passed into the house in
the night and attacked
the duo with an axe.

The family members
and villagers are being
quizzed and some sus-
pects have been taken
into custody.

After retirement,
Rajbati's husband start-
ed working on contract
basis in the Chhattisgarh
Government Secretariat
in Raipur. He visits home
only on weekends and
holidays. One of her sons
is serving imprisonment
for an offence under the
POCSO Act. Police are
exploring all possible an-
gles in the case.

Hiteshwari to utilise MVY
assistance for studies

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 07: State gov-
ernment's ambitious
Mahtari Vandan Yojana
(MVY) would not only meet
the petty needs of women
but it is also becoming a
means of fulfilling their
bigger dreams. Women are
planning to make the best
use of the amount received
under the scheme.

One such lady is
Hiteshwari Verma of
Bhilai. She is planning to
use the money received
from the scheme in her
studies. Hiteshwari lives
with her husband and two
children. She was unable to
fulfil her dream of becom-
ing a teacher due to house-
hold chores. However, she
manages to spare some
time and conduct tuition

classes for the children of
the locality. With the earn-
ings of tuition and hus-
band's help, she completed
her graduation and post-
graduation.

Hiteshwari loves teach-
ing and wants to pursue the
Diploma course in
Education. She said that
her education fees would

have added additional bur-
den on her husband. Now
with the money of Mahtari
Vandan Yojana, she would
be able to purchase the
books. The MVY assistance
would also reduce the bur-
den of fees. Hiteshwari
stated that this scheme will
fulfill her dream of becom-
ing a teacher.

Village Risama achieves ODF status
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 07: Under the
Prime Minister's Swachh
Bharat Mission scheme, a
cleanliness campaign is
being run across the dis-
trict. Under this campaign,
Gram Panchayat Risama
has been made clean and
green. Tree plantation and
gardening have been done
here. CCTV cameras have
been installed in the Gram
Panchayat for monitoring of
cleanliness.

A community toilet has
been constructed at a cost of
Rs 2.20 lakh. Similarly, a seg-
regation shed was con-
structed at a cost of Rs 3.64
lakh. The garbage collection
is being done under MGN-
REGA. The
SwachhataDidis are being

paid Rs 16000 for cleaning of
public places.

Dustbins have been
placed for garbage collec-
tion at public places. Gram
Panchayat Risama had re-
ceived a grant of Rs 20 lakh.
Trash bins were installed
and Utensils Bank was
started with this amount.
Utensils Bank is preventing
the use of single use plastic.

Rural people have started
using steel utensils instead
of single-use plastic on so-
cial, religious and cultural
events in the village. As a re-
sult, plastic waste has re-
duced significantly. Utensils
are provided free to very
poor families, and a nomi-
nal fee has been fixed for the
general category.

Sarpanch Geeta
Mahanandan said that

teenage girls and women are
being given information
about the use of sanitary
pads and its safe disposal.
Besides, vending machines
and incinerator machines
have been installed in
Government Middle School
Risama and Panchayat
Bhawan, so that there is no
inconvenience in the use and
disposal of sanitary pads.

For garbage collection,
two tricycles and one e-rick-
shaw are available for the

sanitation workers to collect
the garbage. The process of
waste segregation and ver-
min-compost production is
being done in the segrega-
tion shed.

In Gram Panchayat
Risama, 3000 saplings have
been planted in the railway
station through MGNRE-
GA. Dustbins have been in-
stalled here by the Gram
Panchayat. Appreciating
the cleanliness and beauty
of the railway station prem-

ises, the Railway Board has
named it as Green Railway
Station. Risama Railway
Station has become a sym-
bol of cleanliness.

In the last decade only,
people used to defecate on
both sides of the roads.
Under the Swachh Bharat
Mission, toilets were built
in every house and an
awareness campaign was
conducted to make people
aware about its use.

Earlier, the village suf-
fered the outbreaks of
cholera, diarrhoea and
water-borne diseases every
year. Now, the use of toilets
has curbed the outbreak of
such diseases. People start-
ed understanding this
change and today Risama
has become an open defeca-
tion free village.

Free Health Camp organised at village Kargadih
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 07: SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant, con-
ducts several public wel-
fare activities as part of its
organizational social re-
sponsibility towards the
community in and around
its areas of operations.
The Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR)
Department of the Plant
organised a one-day free
Health Camp, at Model
Steel Village Kargadih on
March 05, 2024.

A total of 118 villagers,
from Kargadih, availed
free health services at the
day-long Health Camp.
Free medicines were also
distributed to villagers at-
tending the camp.

The Medical Team from
the CSR department, com-
prising Dr Mala

Chaudhary, Medical
Consultant, Firoza Joseph,
Nurse, for Blood-Sugar
and BP examination,
Shashi Bhushan Rai,
Pharmacist, and
Shambhu Dayal, for regis-
tration, volunteered their
services for the Medical
Camp at Village Kargadih.
Budhelal from the CSR de-
partment was also present
during the Health Camp.

It is noteworthy thatcon-
ducting Health Camps is

one of the prime initia-
tives, through which BSP's
CSR Department has con-
tributed substantially to-
wards Public Health and
medicine.The CSR
Department of Bhilai
Steel Plant, conducts
health camps from time to
time in the adjoining areas
or mines, with the aim of
ensuring adequate
Medical and health facili-
ties to the communities
within which it works.

Women of SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant: A Journey from Aspirations to Opportunities
Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaarr  0077:: SAIL, a
Maharatna Public Sector
Undertaking, is known, not
only as the leading steel pro-
ducer of India but is also
known for empowering its em-
ployees in all walks of life.
Owing to this, the 'Great Place
to Work' Certification was ac-
corded to SAIL, which is a tes-
tament to its sustained focus
on fostering a workplace of
trust, collaboration, and em-
ployee empowerment.

On the occasion of
International Women's Day, let
us know about the sensitive
yet strong, innocent yet fear-
less, gentle yet mature women
of SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant who
are examples of women em-
powerment, both at their home
and at the workplace. Through
their sheer dedication and
management skills, such
women have displayed their
unique ability to inspire society
and have developed their dis-

tinct identities as role models
for other women in society.
Women of SAIL-BSP are lead-
ing various departments of the
organization including
Medical, Engineering, Mining,
Operation, Planning, Projects,
Sports, Education, Finance,
and even the hazardous de-
partments such as the Blast
Furnaces.

Let's talk about the journey
of personal and professional
development of one such
women employee of BSP,
Neeraja Sharma, AGM
(INCOS), who not only partici-
pated in the Chairman's Trophy
for Young Managers (CTYM)
but also dedicated herself to
learning the intricacies and
complexities of the steel sector
during the research process. 

She says, the pinnacle of her
remarkable journey was to
represent Bhilai Steel Plant at
the SAIL level, where not only
did she represent her institu-
tion, but also emerged victori-
ous in the prestigious competi-

tion, with her dedication and
hard work. This revealed vari-
ous aspects of her capabilities
that contributed to her overall
personality and her approach
toward challenges. 

"The mantra that resonated
with me throughout this jour-
ney was to give my best, re-
gardless of the outcome. This
mindset allowed me to focus
on continuous improvement,
by accepting challenges as op-
portunities to learn and grow
further" Neeraja Sharma says.

Smita Jain, AGM (F & A) is
another example of an empow-
ered Women from the Plant.

Jain was selected and trained
under the SAIL-level AANYA
program, aimed at empower-
ing women in all facets of life
and fostering an environment
that encourages personal and
professional growth. It is note-
worthy that only 27 women ex-
ecutives were selected for this
innovative program by the
SAIL management, and five
among them were from Bhilai
Steel Plant. 

Smita Jain says, "My jour-
ney at Bhilai Steel Plant till
now, has been full of memo-
rable moments in terms of
gaining experience as an em-

ployee, as well as gaining a
platform for learning opportu-
nities, for both professional
and intellectual development. I
am grateful to BSP for provid-
ing a supportive workplace
with learning opportunities. "I
have learned to be patient, or-
ganized, and a good team
member, to lead, and to take
important decisions at Bhilai
Steel Plant. 

I am grateful for all the ex-
periences that have shaped me
into the person I am today.
BSP has not only provided me
with a platform to excel but
has also developed and elevat-

ed me into a better version of
myself. It is also noteworthy
that the women of our depart-
ment have come together to
break stereotypes and demon-
strate the strength that comes
from collaboration", Smita Jain
said.

Leena Warathe, Asst Mgr
(RCL) says that in the present
context, women are now work-
ing shoulder to shoulder with
men throughout the world.
Despite several challenges at
work, it is very important for
every woman to develop their
self-confidence and the ability
to take appropriate decisions.

Therefore, we need to work
and test ourselves in every
field, and become self-reliant.

Khilanjali Temre, JO (RCL)
says I am proud that I am serv-
ing the institution which has
been an inseparable part of my
life, and in whose township I
grew up as a daughter of a
Plant employee. Somehow or
other I have always been asso-
ciated with BSP, sometimes as
a relative of a plant worker, or
as a wife of a BSP-Employee, I
have always felt proud in every
role I played. That's why I say,
"Let us all join hands to
achieve excellent steel produc-
tion and bring prosperity to
both the Plant and the nation."

Rajni Khosla, MOCT
(Instrumentation) believes
that women are the pillars of
strength in our society. Let us
always support them and re-
spect them, so that everyone
can get equal opportunities
and contribute to the develop-
ment of the society as well as
the country.

Indeed, women are the em-
bodiment of strength and
today there is no field or
achievement left where
women haven't contributed.
On the occasion of
International Women's Day
dedicated to these women and
issues related to them, SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant is organizing
a special programme 'Shakti-
2024'- a celebration of woman-
hood, for the Plant's women
employees, at HRD Centre, on
March 09, 2024, from 13:45 hrs
to 17:30 hrs.

Several interesting activities
shall be organized on this oc-
casion, including a two-mem-
ber team-based Quiz, a Speech
Competition (Hindi or English)
on the topic 'Elevation of
women is not about the decline
of men' and a poetry competi-
tion (Hindi or English) on
'Abhivyakti'. All women em-
ployees of Bhilai Steel Plant
are requested to participate in
the programme in large num-
bers and make it successful.

Neeraja Sharma Smita Jain Leena Warathe Khilanjali Temre Rajni khosla
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BIHARI INDIAN RESTAURANT

The ‘Bihari Indian Restaurant’ in Capetown, South Africa. 

PUTIN TALKS WITH FOREIGN STUDENTS

Russian President Vladimir Putin talks with foreign students studying in Russia, participants of the World Youth
Festival at the Sirius Park of Science and Art outside Sochi, Russia.
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Peshawar, Mar 07 (PTI):

A Pakistani high court on
Thursday extended till
March 13 the stay order on
the oath-taking of those
candidates who were allot-
ted reserved seats in the
National Assembly that
ex-premier Imran Khan's
party-backed SIC has
claimed should have been
given to it.

A two-member bench of
the Peshawar High Court
was hearing the case filed
by the 71-year-old former
prime minister Khan's
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI)-backed Sunni
Ittehad Council (SIC)
about the allotment of re-
served seats to women and

minority.
On Monday, the Election

Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) ruled that former-
cricketer-turned-politi-
cian Khan's PTI-backed
SIC is not eligible for the
reserved seats allotted to
women and minorities in
Parliament and their
share of seats should be al-
located to other parties.

In its ruling, the ECP
stated that the SIC could
not claim the share in the
reserved seats for the
women "due to non-cur-
able procedural and legal
defects and violations of
mandatory provisions of
the Constitution."

After the February 8
general elections, almost

all 93 independently elect-
ed candidates backed by
the PTI joined the right-
wing SIC to receive its
share of reserved seats for
women and minorities.

A total of 266 seats of
the lower House of
Parliament were up for
grabs out of the 336, while
60 seats were reserved for
women and 10 for minori-
ties. The reserved seats are
allotted proportionately to
the winning parties based
on their numbers.

Hearing the case on
Thursday, the PHC bench
adjourned the case till
March 13 and summoned
the Attorney General for
Pakistan, Mansoor Usman
Awan, to appear before the

court on the next hearing.
On Wednesday, the PHC

issued a stay order pre-
venting members from
swearing in on the re-
served seats and directed
the top electoral body to
submit its response by
Thursday.

Former prime minister
Nawaz Sharif's Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N), which initially
had 107 seats in the
National Assembly, got 15
out of the remaining 20 re-
served seats for women
and one out of the three re-
maining seats reserved for
minorities after the distri-
bution of reserved seats
denied to the PTI-backed
SIC.

Pakistan court extends stay order
on oath-taking for candidates

allotted reserved seat

Tokyo, Mar 07 (PTI):

Asserting that India and
Japan are powers central
to Asia's multipolarity,
External Affairs Minister
S Jaishankar said on
Thursday that the two
countries seek to make the
UN structure more con-
temporary for the balance
to remain in favour of
freedom, transparency,
and a rules-based order.

Jaishankar, who is in
Tokyo for the second leg of
his four-day visit to South
Korea and Japan, also said
that the world will watch
how the two nations sup-
port each other in the
shared goal through vari-
ous relationships and ini-
tiatives.

Addressing the first
Raisina Roundtable here,
the minister called the
United Nations the "most

universal expression of
global" while underlining
the need for reform in the

global organisation.
The UN's "reform is of

paramount importance.

As fellow members of the
G4 grouping, India and
Japan seek to make the
UN structures more con-
temporary," he said.

"This is clearly an uphill
task, but one in which we
must persevere as two
powers that are so central
to multipolarity in Asia. It
is also in our common in-
terest that the overall bal-
ance remains in favour of
freedom, openness, trans-
parency, and a rules-based
order," Jaishankar said.

There has been a grow-
ing demand to increase the
number of permanent
members in the Security
Council to reflect the con-
temporary global reality,
with India, Brazil, South
Africa, Germany and Japan
being strong contenders.

He said that the global
order, which was created
by the accumulation of po-

litical and economic rebal-
ancing and accelerated by
globalisation, is now re-
flected in emerging multi-
polarity. He added that the
global order's structure
has also frayed in many
ways, "becoming less pre-
dictable or even less disci-
plined".

Jaishankar pointed out
that it has become much
more challenging to reach
a consensus between more
players on the global stage,
given the disorder in the
world, as they do not agree
on their inter se position.

"What we see in multi-
lateralism, especially the
UN, is both an expression
of this as well as a cause,"
he said, adding that, resul-
tantly, countries are turn-
ing increasingly to like-
minded partners who
gather together for a par-
ticular purpose.

India & Japan seek to make UN structure
more contemporary: EAM Jaishankar

Lahore, Mar 07 (PTI):

The Pakistani Army can-
not command respect
being a political decision-
maker, Maulana Fazlur
Rehman, the chief of JUI-
F has said and questioned
its role in the alleged rig-
ging of the February 8
polls that brought the
PML-N-led government to
power in the Centre and
Punjab province.

Speaking to reporters
on Wednesday, Rehman,
who heads Jamiat Ulema-
i-Islam-Fazlur (JUI-F), said
that the Pakistani Army
should strictly stick to its
role as the defender of the
country.

"The Army as a defend-
er of Pakistan is respect-
ed, but not as a political de-
cision-maker. I don't ac-
cept the February 8 elec-

toral mandate because of
massive rigging. I hold
those (military establish-
ment) responsible who
have done it, not those for
whom (PML-N of Sharifs)
it was done," the cleric
said.

The powerful Army,
which has ruled Pakistan
for more than half of its
75-plus years of existence,
has wielded considerable
power in matters of secu-
rity and foreign policy.

The military establish-
ment is facing scathing
criticism, especially from
jailed former prime minis-
ter Imran Khan's Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) and
the JUI-F for allegedly
stealing its mandate to in-
stall a hybrid government
led by Shehbaz Sharif.

Khan, who has been in
jail since August last year

and sentenced to 31 years
in three cases, has termed
the election manipulation
"mother of all rigging".

He even called the
International Monetary
Fund to link the release of
its financial assistance to
Pakistan to the audit of
the February polls.

JUI-F's Maulana Fazlur
Rehman, who was part of
the Shehbaz-led govern-
ment for 16 months after
toppling Khan's regime in
April 2002, has announced
sitting in the opposition in
the current parliament.

"The military establish-
ment sabotages the elec-
toral process and inter-
feres in the democratic
procedures. The resolu-
tions of Corps
Commanders' Conference
cannot deter criticism of
it," he said.

Indian Foreign Minister Subrahmanyam Jaishankar, left,
and his Japanese counterpart, Yoko Kamikawa, shake
hands at their meeting at Iikura Guest House Thursday,
March 7 in Tokyo.

Pakistani Army can’t command
respect being political decision
maker: JUI-F’s Fazlur Rehman

Pakistan gets first
Sikh minister in
Punjab province

LLaahhoorree,,  MMaarr  0077  ((PPTTII))::  Sardar
Ramesh Singh Arora, a three-
term legislator, was on
Thursday sworn in as a provin-
cial minister, making him the
first Sikh to occupy such a
position in post-partition
Punjab. Arora has been allotted
the portfolio of minorities of
Punjab province in Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz
Sharif's cabinet, a report in
Dawn.com said. Belonging to
the former prime minister
Nawaz Sharif-led Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-
N) party, Arora has returned to
the Lahore provincial assembly
for the third term after winning
the February 8 polls. Hailing
from the district of Narowal,
Arora was also the first-ever
Sikh member of the Punjab
provincial assembly taking
oath in 2013. Another member
representing the Christian
minority community of Punjab,
Khalil Tahir Sindhu, has also
been inducted into the Punjab
cabinet and has been assigned
the portfolio of human rights.

Islamabad, Mar 07 (PTI):

Cash-strapped Pakistan's
external public debt
sharply rose by USD 1.2
billion in six months to
USD 86.358 billion as of
September 30, 2023, with
the World Bank and China
emerging as the largest
multilateral and bilateral
contributors to total dis-
bursement, a government
report has said.

Pakistan received total
foreign inflows of USD 3.5
billion in July-September
2023 against loan repay-
ments of USD 1.5 billion,
resulting in a net inflow of
USD 1.97 billion.

As of September 30,
2023, the total external
public debt of the govern-
ment was USD 86.358 bil-

lion," the first quarterly re-
port on Foreign Economic
Assistance (FEA) of the
current fiscal year re-
leased on Wednesday by
the Ministry of Economic
Affairs (MEA) said.

Around 64 per cent of
the total external public
debt was obtained from
multilateral and bilateral
sources having conces-
sional terms and longer
maturity, according to a re-
port in newspaper The
Dawn that quoted the
MEA.

The external public debt
as of March 31, 2023,
amounted to USD 85.18 bil-
lion. In comparison, the
country had received USD
2.2 billion in loans and re-
paid USD 2.06 billion dur-
ing the same period last

fiscal year (July-
September 2022), leading
to a net addition of USD
142 million.

The report also said
Pakistan had signed new
agreements worth USD
642 million in fresh com-
mitments during the first
quarter of the year and all
new commitments had
been funded by multilater-
al development partners.

International bonds and
commercial loans could
not be secured because of
adverse market conditions
following poor credit rat-
ing and resultantly unaf-
fordable interest rates, it
said.

This USD 3.538 billion
FEA is in addition to USD
1.2 billion released by the
International Monetary

Fund (IMF) on July 13 as
the first tranche of the
USD 3 billion Stand-By
Arrangement (SBA) and
USD 1 billion by the
United Arab Emirates that
are separately accounted
for by the State Bank of
Pakistan.

The World Bank (USD
306 million) and Islamic
Development Bank (USD
100 million) were amongst
the largest contributors
among multilateral devel-
opment partners while on
the bilateral side, China
emerged as the primary
contributor to the total dis-
bursements during the pe-
riod disbursing USD 509m,
followed by USD 300m
from Saudi Arabia for im-
port of oil and petroleum
products.

Pakistan’s external public debt rises
by USD 1.2 billion in six months Melbourne, Mar 07 (PTI):

Women have mostly bene-
fited from the polarisation
of the workforce but the
challenge is to keep those
gains.

Despite the extensive
gender pay gaps exposed
in the release of
Australian data last week,
women have mostly bene-
fited from big changes to
the workforce in recent
decades.

The loss of middle-
skilled jobs, such as tech-
nicians, sheetmetal trades
workers and industrial
machine operators, means
workers are now concen-
trated more in either high-
or low-skilled occupations.

This polarisation of
work has been driven
since the 1980s by techno-
logical and economic
changes, which led to the

disappearance of manu-
facturing jobs in devel-
oped economies.

Because of that, there
has been a renewed discus-
sion about how to return
middle-wage manufactur-
ing jobs to developed
economies.

In the US, Donald
Trump campaigned on re-
peated promises of return-
ing manufacturing jobs to

"Make America Great
Again". In 2020, the
Australian government
proposed the "Modern
Manufacturing Strategy"
planning an expenditure
of AUD 1,509.8 million by
2024.

With every technologi-
cal advancement, there
are winners and losers. In
the case of employment
polarisation, women have

been winners.
This is because middle-

skill jobs used to be mostly
male-dominated jobs in
manufacturing, construc-
tion, and mining.

As women gained more
education they benefited
from a rise in high-skilled
jobs. As these highly edu-
cated women entered the
workforce , they also pur-
chased more services,
such as childcare, cleaning
and food, that replaced
their own domestic labour.

So, from a rise in high-
skilled jobs, the demand for
low-skilled typical female-
dominated jobs followed.

Based on my calcula-
tions using Australia's
Jobs and Skills Australia
data, the largest middle-in-
come occupation (at a 1-
digit ANZSCO occupation
classification) are techni-
cians and trades workers.

Women make gains in changing job market



O ver the last decade, India
has made significant

strides in enhancing Women's
Labor Force Participation Rate
(WLFPR). The transformative
potential of increasing women's,
and especially young women’s
participation in the workforce is
immense, promising not only to
bolster economic growth but
also to catalyze societal change.
Interestingly, the increase in
WLFP over the last decade might
be more significant than the in-
crease observed over the last
century, reflecting broader socio-
economic changes, policy inter-
ventions, and shifts in societal
norms regarding women's work.

The Defining Decade for
Women’s Labor Force
Participation India has imple-
mented numerous initiatives
and policies to bolster women's
employment, reflecting signifi-
cant progress in promoting gen-
der balance in the workforce.
Key initiatives include Pradhan
Mantri Mudra Yojana, aimed at
prioritizing women entrepre-
neurs by providing unsecured
loans to start small businesses.
Additionally, the Beti Bachao,
Beti Padhao campaign has been
instrumental in improving the
educational status of girls, di-
rectly impacting their future em-
ployment prospects. These ef-
forts, combined with corporate

policies to ensure workplace
safety and diversity, illustrate a
comprehensive approach to dis-
mantling barriers for women in
the labor market.

The Periodic Labor Force
Survey (PLFS) indicates an in-
crease in women’s workforce
participation by 13.9 percent
with 22 percent in 2017-18 to 35.9
percent in 2022-23. This promis-
ing trend is a testament of
heightened political and bureau-
cratic (public), corporate (pri-
vate), and young women’s will.
As the largest youth population
in the world, here in India, gears
up for economic opportunities, it
is important to further strength-
en this Public-Private-Youth
ecosystem and include young
women as equal partners to in-
form policy making at the high-
est level.
The Catalytic Role of Ministry

of Labor and Employment’s
(MoLE) Advisory

In light of improving the
WLFPR, MoLE’s efforts towards
bringing together a task force
with representation from gov-
ernment, civil society, industry
associations, and multilateral
agencies is commendable. What
emerged as a critical outcome
from these taskforce discussions
was compiled as an advisory

for employers titled ‘Ensuring
Equality, Empowerment for

Women’, which reinforces the
power of a collaborative ap-
proach among stakeholders. It
underscores the importance of
creating conducive work envi-
ronments, equitable wage prac-
tices, and ensuring health and
safety standards specifically tai-
lored to the needs of women in
the workforce.

Breaking Barriers
By recommending measures

such as flexible work hours and
childcare facilities, the advisory
aims to address some primary
constraints that limit women's
participation in the labor mar-
ket. The importance of provi-
sions for gender neutral creches
and Women’s working hubs has
been emphasized equally for
construction workers,

migrant workers and women
working in micro, medium and
small enterprises. Social barri-
ers towards mobility and child-
bearing are the two most impor-
tant factors that deter young
women from entering and re-en-
tering the workforce. To fulfil the
vision of women working
hubs/hostels with attached
creche and senior care facilities,
as outlined in the advisory, col-
laborative efforts between the
Government and private sector
will be crucial.

This will involve building
quality infrastructure with
world-class facilities with provi-
sions of safety, security, health-
care, nurturing young women as
agents of change and choices,
and strengthening abilities to
take their own decisions.
Support from civil society and
multilateral agencies will bol-
ster the behavioral shift for com-
munities and families to consid-
er these centers as a place for
young women to pursue their as-
pirations towards economic em-
powerment.

With COVID-19 changing the

way we perceive workplaces, and
more jobs transitioning to hy-
brid and remote, technology can
be a game changer in eliminat-
ing the nuances of a traditional
workplace. Provision for flexible
opportunities for all genders in-
cluding teleworking facilities,
has been highlighted in the advi-
sory to reinforce the fact that
caregiving should be a collective
responsibility and women do not
drop off from employment due
to the disproportionate burden
of caregiving falling on them.

These developments suggest a
progressive, though challenging,
path towards greater economic
empowerment of women, high-
lighting the need for continued
policy focus and social change to
sustain and enhance these gains.

Women Will Score 
the Century

As India stands at the cusp of
a demographic dividend, unlock-
ing the potential of its female
workforce is a matter of social
justice and a strategic economic
imperative. The advisory from
MoLE, along with concerted ef-
forts from all sectors of society,
offers a blueprint for action. The
journey ahead is challenging,
but the rewards—economic re-
silience, societal well-being, and
the fulfillment of human poten-
tial—are within reach, making
the endeavor not just necessary
but essential for India's ascent
on the global stage. By embrac-
ing these recommendations and
committing to sustained efforts
to enhance WLFPR, India can
chart a course towards inclusive
social and economic equality,
and a brighter future for all its
citizens. The ‘heroes’ leading
economic development for
India@100 are indeed the
Saksham Naaris.

(Writer is Chief of YuWaah at
UNICEF India)

I n recent times, a distressing trend has emerged
where vulnerable individuals from India are

being lured into joining armed conflicts abroad under
false pretenses. Whether it's as fighters in Russia or
serving as a civilian shield in Israel, these individuals
are being exploited by unscrupulous travel agents who
prioritize profit over human lives. The hard work and
dedication of Indian migrant workers have played a
significant role in building prosperous cities in West
Asia, while also contributing immensely to the
economies of Europe and North America. Their peace-
ful demeanor, strong work ethic, and prudent financial
management have made them exemplary models for
migration worldwide. However, these very qualities
have made them targets for exploitation by those seek-
ing to profit from their desperation. The recent tragic
incident involving Nibin Maxwell from Kerala, who
lost his life in a missile attack while working on a farm
at the Israel-Lebanon border, highlights the dangers
faced by these unsuspecting individuals. Maxwell's
death serves as a stark reminder of the risks involved
when individuals are misled into dangerous situations
far from home. Furthermore, reports of Taiwan’s
Labour Minister Hsu Ming-chun's discriminatory re-
marks regarding Indian laborers from northeastern
states raise additional concerns. Such prejudiced atti-
tudes only exacerbate the vulnerability of Indian
workers abroad and underscore the urgent need for ro-
bust government policies to protect their rights and
safety. It is imperative for India's External Affairs,
Home, and Labour ministries to collaborate on devel-
oping a comprehensive policy to prevent the exploita-
tion of Indian workers abroad. This policy should in-
clude establishing government-to-government
arrangements for the granting of work visas to ensure
transparency and accountability in overseas employ-
ment opportunities. Additionally, foreign nations, such
as Israel and Russia, must be held accountable for
their roles in enticing Indian workers into perilous sit-
uations. Israel's practice of replacing Palestinian
workers with vulnerable recruits from India's north-
eastern states and Russia's attempts to trap unsuspect-
ing job seekers demand condemnation and diplomatic
intervention. Indian workers should never be treated
as expendable pawns in geopolitical conflicts or eco-
nomic exploitation. It is incumbent upon the Indian
government to prioritize the safety and well-being of
its citizens abroad and take decisive action to prevent
them from becoming mere cannon fodder in conflicts
not of their making. Let us value human lives over
profit margins and safeguard the dignity and rights of
all Indian workers, both at home and abroad.

Dr. Mahima Gautam

During my Prayer,
I felt blessed,
All of a sudden,
My Heart was Broken;

Never realized that,
I will get hurt soon,
As usual it always,
Happens one after another;

Sometimes no limit,
The Frequency of Happening,
But that day,
What happened to me;

I never Thought,
That Pain it will occur,
The First Day of Navratra,
I kept my Patience;

But then too I replied,
My Voice and I,
Put my words,
But I was asked;

To Keep Quiet,
Then Only the Life,
Living Together will continue,
The Other Meaning;

That Be Always Dumb,
Don't share your Feelings,
Whatever the issues,
Let it go;

The Family First,
Sacrifice Your Wishes,
Being a woman,
Made to realize;

Never I run away,
From my Duties,
From my Responsibilities,
But no Understanding;

At last,
Being a woman,
Touched my Heart,
Suffer but not to lead;

Now I am Unspoken,
Unheard or Ignored,
To Be Happy,
Blessed Always;
This Navratra !

(Writer is Lecturer- English P. G. Umathe Utkrisht
Government English Medium School Shanti Nagar

Raipur Chhattisgarh)
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Corruption Immunity
In a landmark verdict, the

Supreme Court unanimously
ruled against immunity for cor-
rupt lawmakers, citing the ero-
sion of democracy's foundation.
Overruling a 1998 decision, the
court emphasized that Articles
105 and 194 of the Constitution,
granting immunity, don't shield
bribery. Notably, the judgment
aims to curb money power in leg-
islative practices, appreciated
even by the Prime Minister. The
court deemed bribery a criminal
act, irrespective of subsequent
legislative actions, underlining its
adverse impact on public interest
and parliamentary democracy.
This verdict marks a pivotal shift,
aiming to uphold probity and
transparency in public life, signal-
ing a significant step towards
curbing legislative malpractices
and ensuring accountability
among lawmakers.

YYaasshh  PPaall  RRaallhhaann,,  JJaallaannddhhaarr

Transparency
Demand

Criticism mounts against the
State Bank of India (SBI) for
seeking an extension to compile
data on electoral bonds, ques-
tioning its commitment to trans-
parency. The delay, seen as detri-
mental to the Lok Sabha elec-
tions, sparks concerns about
SBI's accountability to society.
Critics argue that SBI's reluc-
tance aligns with political inter-
ests, possibly shielding donor de-
tails and benefiting specific par-
ties like the BJP. The contrast
with swift data releases, such as
GST collections, raises eyebrows,
emphasizing the urgency for
electoral transparency. Failure to
comply with the Supreme Court's
directive is deemed a threat to
India's democratic fabric, urging
strict enforcement to safeguard
constitutional principles and
democracy's integrity.

BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,
FFaarriiddaabbaadd

Prioritizing progress
Pakistan's Prime Minister

Shehbaz Sharif faces criticism for
his focus on Kashmir amid his sec-
ond term, drawing comparisons
with Gaza. His recent call in the
National Assembly for Kashmiri
freedom disappoints, as PM
Narendra Modi's terse congratula-
tory message signals India's
stance. Rather than perpetuating
tensions with India, Shehbaz
should prioritize Pakistani welfare
over Kashmir rhetoric.

MMKK  NNaaiirr  RRaaiippuurr

Terrorism Continues
Despite leadership changes,

like 'Shehbaz in the saddle,'
Pakistan's political turmoil per-
sists, with the military wielding
significant influence regardless of
election outcomes. Rampant cor-
ruption and economic turmoil
plague the nation, prompting
leaders to rely on nationalism to
divert attention from governance
failures. Amidst this, hopes for
curbing cross-border terrorism
remain bleak, reflecting a con-
cerning trend in the region.

SShhiivv  KKuummaarr  MMiisshhrraa
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People gather at the venue of Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s ‘Viksit Bharat, Viksit Jammu & Kashmir’ programme, in
Srinagar, Thursday, March 7.

PEOPLE AT PM’S VENUE
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Exploitation of Dreams

Dr. Manmohan P. Shrivastava

T he glory of Shiva is infinite in
Indian culture. Many religious

texts of Sanatan Dharma explain his
glory in different ways. In fact, it is
impossible to understand complete-
ly  and describe the glory of Shiva.
Shiva is Mahadev among the gods
and is worshiped by every Sanatani.
Every form of Shiva is an example of
the art of living life happily for hu-
mans. Shivratri is the day to know
the qualities of Shiva and follow
them in life .

The festival of Mahashivratri is
celebrated on Chaturdashi of
Krishna Paksha of Phalgun month.
It is believe that on the night of this
day, Lord Shiva incarnates from

formless form to form of Linga,
saves the universe from the poison
of Halahal and got married with
Goddess Parvati.Due to  weeding
anniversary of Parvati and Shiva
this day is celebrated with joy, hap-
piness, enthusiasm and chanting
the Shiva's mantra. Shiva's mar-
riage anniversary gives the mes-
sage to every human being that
marriage is such a sacred sacra-
ment, a bond in which man and
woman become partners in each
other's happiness and sorrow and
become the cause of creation.
Science also says that both(male
and female/hasband and wife) have
equal contribution in creation (child
birth). Child rearing is good only
when both understand their roles,
responsibilities and  and discharge
them properly. The Ardhanarishwar
form of Shiva also considers man
and woman as complementary to
each other, propounds the impor-
tance of reciprocity, talks about
equal responsibility, equal rights,
emphasizes on gender equality and
propounds the importance of fami-
ly. They teach the children that in
this world, it is the first responsibili-
ty of every son/daughter to respect
and honor their parents and keep

them happy, considering them
above all else. That is why Shiva
considered the three circumambu-
lation of Shiva-Parvati by his
younger child Shri Ganesh as equal
to the circumambulation of the
three worlds. Through this inci-
dent,he also gave a specific mes-
sage that a person must use his in-
telligence and discretion while per-
forming the given work/duties. By
using the same , a person can save
both labor and time and generate
the innovative ideas. He set an ex-
ample for  best selection by giving
preference to intelligence and
knowledge over seniority or age.

Lord Shiva, on the very day of
Shivratri, took the Halahal poison
released during the churning of
nectar to protect the world and
stopped it in his throat and was
called Neelkanth. This incident
gives the message that those who
are capable and are seated at the
highest level, consider themselves
to be protectors of the needy peo-
ples .even if people use  poisonous
language i.e. indecent language.

Shiva is a benefactor, hence his
message is that every human being
should keep working for the welfare
of the needy people as per his ca-

pacity and resources.
Mahadev talks about equanimity,

social harmony and is also an equa-
nimist himself. In today's era, hav-
ing these three in the conduct and
behavior of every human being is
necessary for the progress  of the
country. That is why among the
major devotees of Lord Shiva is the
demon Ravana, the god Shani, and
also the sage Kashyap. The Ganas
include Bhairav, Veerbhadra,
Manibhadra, Chandis, Nandi,
Shringi, Bhrigiriti, Shail, Gokarna,
Ghantakarna, Jai, Vijay, Pishach,
demons, snakes, animals etc. At the
same time, Lord Vishnu and Brahma
also appear to be devotees of Shiva.
It is mentioned that the two divine
incarnations born on earth, Shri
Ram and Shri Krishna, worshiped
Lord Shiva for the accomplishment
of their work. This proves that
where there is distribution of work,
where tasks and those who perform
them are defined, there is no small
or big but coordination is necessary,
it is important to achieve the goal.

Mount Kailash is considered to be
the abode of Lord Shiva. Mountains
are parts of nature. Which advises
humans to live life in co-existence
with nature. Co-existence also pro-

pounds the importance of natural
balance along with the flourishing
of all living beings (plants, animals).
Nature can flourish by remaining
balanced in its natural form only
when there is no unnecessary
human interference in it, that is, re-
sources are not exploited more than
necessary and they are kept pollu-
tion free.

Lord Shiva's attire gives the mes-
sage of adopting simplicity in life
and advises to avoid ostentation.
The cremation ashes on Shiva's
body point to the ultimate truth of
the mortal body. It teaches both the
poor and the rich to keep doing
good deeds in his/her human life. At
the same time, Shiva's meditation
posture advises humans to do
penance/sadhana/meditation so
that the mind can be focused on the
goal as well as remain focused,
truthful and religious.

Therefore, celebrating Shivaratri
with joy and happiness will be
meaningful only when a person
learns to live with limited resources
while worshiping Mahadev, learns
to live for others, learns to reduce
wastage, gives importance to na-
ture along with family, society and
country country.

Significance of Mahashivratri in modern scientific era

The Untouched Soul

Women Leading the Way Towards 
the Economy of Equality

Safeguarding Indian Workers Abroad
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Road inspection

Mumbai:
Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath
Shinde on Thursday
inspected ongoing
construction of the
Mumbai coastal road
here. Mumbai district
guardian minister
Deepak Kesarkar, sub-
urban district
guardian minister
Mangalprabhat Lodha
and municipal com-
missioner Iqbal Singh
Chah al accompanied
Shinde as he visited
the stretch of the road
between Worli and
Marine Drive. Later,
he reviewed cement
concretisation of
roads in Worli and
Dadar areas, and di-
rected officials and
concerned agencies to
complete the work be-
fore monsoon.

Unclaimed deposits
Mumbai: The
Reserve Bank on
Tuesday said 30 banks
are facilitating people
to search their un-
claimed deposits/ac-
counts through
UDGAM portal, and
the remaining banks
are in the process of
getting on-boarded.
UDGAM -- Unclaimed
Deposits-Gateway to
Access inforMation --
is an online portal de-
veloped by RBI. It fa-
cilitates the registered
users to search un-
claimed deposits/ac-
counts across multi-
ple banks in one place
in a centralised man-
ner. All unclaimed de-
posits/accounts that
are part of the
Depositor Education
and Awareness (DEA)
Fund of RBI can be
searched in the
UDGAM portal.

Appointment
New Delhi:JSW Steel
on Wednesday said that
it has appointed Robert
Simon as Chief
Executive Officer of
JSW,USA.In his role,
he will lead the overall
business in the USA,
comprising slab,coil,
pipe and plate produc-
tion,and sales at
Baytown and Mingo
Junction, the company
said in a statement.
Before joining JSW
USA,Simon consulted
with several compa-
nies, including
OmniTrax in Denver,
Colorado,and also
served as the chairman
of the Steel Manufact-
urers Association in
the USA,according to
the statement.

New Delhi, Mar 07:  

Union Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw on
Thursday launched gov-
ernment think tank NITI
Aayog's platform 'NITI For
States', a digital public in-
frastructure for policy and
governance. Vaishnaw, the
Minister of
Communication, Railways
and Electronics & IT, also
inaugurated the 'Viksit
Bharat Strategy Room' at
NITI Aayog. The 'Viksit
Bharat Strategy Room'
will enable visualization
and engagement with in-
sights, sharing of informa-
tion and knowledge to en-
able effective in-person de-
cision-making.

A multi-sectoral live
repository of 7,500 best
practices, 5,000 policy doc-
uments, over 900 datasets,
1,400 data profiles, and 350
NITI publications will be
part of the new platform,
according to an official
statement. The knowledge
products on the platform

span 10 sectors, including
agriculture, education, en-
ergy, health, livelihoods
and skilling, manufactur-
ing, MSME, tourism,
urban, water resources
and WASH (water, sanita-
tion and hygiene) across
two cross-cutting themes --
gender and climate
change. The platform will
equip government offi-
cials with robust, contex-
tually relevant, and action-
able knowledge and in-
sights, thereby enhancing
the quality of their deci-
sion-making, the state-
ment said. It will also sup-

port district collectors and
block-level functionaries
by giving them access to
innovative best practices
across various states and
Union Territories, the
statement added.

The 'Viksit Bharat
Strategy Room' is an inter-
active space where users
will be able to visualise
data, trends, best practices
and policies in an immer-
sive environment and
make a holistic assess-
ment of any problem state-
ment.

It also allows users to in-
teract through voice-en-
abled AI, and connect to
multiple stakeholders
through video conferenc-
ing. It is designed to be-
come a plug-and-play
model to enable replica-
tion at state, district and
block levels.

Various government or-
ganizations have collabo-
rated in this initiative by
NITI Aayog. It includes
iGOT (Integrated
Government Online

Training) Karmayogi -- an
online platform for skill
training.

NITI Aayog's National
Data and Analytics
Platform (NDAP) has also
been integrated with the
platform to make various
datasets accessible to poli-
cymakers.

National E-Governance
Division (NeGD) has ex-
tended support to develop
the Viksit Bharat Strategy
Room while the multi-lin-
gual support has been pro-
vided by Bhashini. PM
Gatishakti BISAG-N team,
with the support of DPIIT,
has also been integrated
for providing the geospa-
tial tool for area-based
planning. Meanwhile
Union minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw on Thursday
made a case for reforming
economic laws to suit
India's growth require-
ment as has been done
through enactment of
three new criminal laws to
replace the colonial-era
legislations.

Vaishnaw launches NITI Aayog’s
digital public infra platform New Delhi, Mar 07: 

The government is will-
ing to procure the harvest
of jute and cotton from
farmers if the market
price is lower than the
Minimum Support Price
(MSP), Union Minister
Piyush Goyal said. The
minister further said that
the Centre is working to-
wards increasing the pro-
duction of jute and cotton
and is willing to provide
quality seeds and fertilis-
ers for quality produce to
fulfil the vision of farm to
foreign exports. The Union
Minister for Textiles,
Consumer Affairs & Food
& Public Distribution and
Commerce & Industry
made the remarks during
his interaction with bene-
ficiaries of the Textile
Sector here as he also
urged them to be vocal for
local. "Be vocal for local
and take local to global.
That's the clarion call from
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to showcase our
products on the world
stage", Goyal said.

The minister further
noted that ramping up tex-

tile production in the coun-
try will spur income, open
up employment opportuni-
ties and play a vital role in
making the country
'Atmanirbhar' as well. He
urged the artisans to regis-
ter their businesses on the
Government e-
Marketplace (GeM). Goyal
also said he has instructed
GeM to register all arti-
sans and weavers connect-
ed with handicraft and
handloom without any
registration fee.
"Registering on the e-mar-
ketplace will boost the visi-
bility of artisans and help
promote businesses en-
hancing their income,"
said Goyal. He further said

that the government would
try to facilitate the GeM-
registered businesses to be
on-boarded on major e-
commerce websites in the
country and push for regis-
tering their businesses on
foreign websites prioritis-
ing handicraft and hand-
loom. The minister noted
that the support of the offi-
cials to the handicraft and
handloom businesses, es-
pecially small enterprises,
would help them create an
identity through their
craft on the GeM website,
the Textiles Ministry stat-
ed. With a special empha-
sis on promoting the 'Made
in India' initiative, Goyal
urged the officials to de-
vise ways for the handi-
craft beneficiaries to gain
from the 'Handmade in
India' label and register
greater income on their
products. The Minister
noted that businesses sell-
ing machine-made prod-
ucts under the 'Handmade
in India' label should be pe-
nalised and said that the
government would take
firm action to protect the
handicraft and handloom
sectors.

Centre willing to procure jute and 
cotton crop if prices fall below MSP: Goyal

New Delhi, Mar 07:  

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
will present the first ever
National Creators Award at
the Bharat Mandapam on
Friday, his office said, noting
that it has been envisioned as
a launch pad for using creativ-
ity to drive positive change.

The Prime Minister's Office
(PMO) in a statement said
that the award is an effort to
recognise excellence and
impact across domains, includ-
ing storytelling, social change
advocacy, environmental sus-
tainability, education and
gaming. "The National Creator
Award has witnessed exempla-
ry public engagement. In the
first round, more than 1.5 lakh
nominations across 20 differ-
ent categories were received.
Subsequently, in the voting
round, about 10 lakh votes
were cast for digital creators
in various award categories.
Following this, 23 winners,
including three international
creators, were decided," it
said. This overwhelming public
engagement is testimony that
the award truly reflects the
people's choice, it added.

New Delhi, Mar 07: 

Tata Motors on
Thursday said it will in-
crease prices of its com-
mercial vehicles by up to 2
per cent from April 1, 2024.
The price increase is to off-
set the residual impact of
the past input costs, the
auto major said in a state-

ment. While the price in-
crease will vary as per in-
dividual model and vari-
ant, it will be applicable
across the entire range of
commercial vehicles, it
added. Tata Motors is a
leading manufacturer of
commercial vehicles, in-
cluding trucks and buses,
in India.

Tata Motors to hike 
commercial vehicle prices

by up to 2 pc from April

PM Modi to present first ever
National Creators Award

Mumbai, Mar 07:  

Benchmark Sensex and
Nifty edged higher to close
at fresh record highs on
Thursday driven by gains
in metal and FMCG shares
amid firm global trends
and foreign fund inflows.
In a highly volatile trade,
the 30-share BSE Sensex
advanced 33.40 points or
0.05 per cent to settle at a
new peak of 74,119.39.
During the day, it jumped
159.18 points or 0.21 per
cent to hit an all-time high
of 74,245.17. The broader
Nifty rose by 19.50 points
or 0.09 per cent to close at a
record 22,493.55. During
the day, it climbed 51.6
points or 0.22 per cent to an
all-time high of 22,525.65.

"Equity benchmark in-
dices edged higher after
hitting a record high amid
a firm trend in the US mar-
ket and FII inflows," Vinod
Nair, Head of Research at
Geojit Financial Services,
said. Faster-than-expected
economic growth for the
current fiscal year boosted
sentiments for metal and
capital goods stocks, Nair
said. Among Sensex firms,
Tata Steel rose the most by
3.9 per cent. JSW Steel
gained 2.09 per cent, Tata

Motors by 2.14 per cent,
Bajaj Finserv by 2 per cent,
and Bajaj Finance by 1.71
per cent. Asian Paints, ITC
and Nestle were also
among the major gainers.
Mahindra & Mahindra,
Reliance Industries, Axis
Bank, ICICI Bank and
Power Grid were among
the laggards. In the broad-
er market, the BSE small-
cap gauge climbed 0.70 per
cent and midcap index
spurted by 0.39 per cent.
Among the indices, metal
jumped 1.36 per cent, capi-
tal goods climbed 1.05 per
cent. Commodities (1 per
cent), FMCG (0.98 per
cent), telecommunication
(0.98 per cent) and industri-
als (0.93 per cent) also ad-
vanced.

Sensex, Nifty edge higher to settle at fresh
lifetime highs; metal, FMCG shares shine

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY

Contestants of the 71st Miss World pageant pose for photos during celebrations of International Women's Day at Jio
Convention Centre, in Mumbai, Thursday, March 7, 2024.

Kolkata, Mar 07:  

The domestic passenger
vehicle (PV) market is esti-
mated to grow by six to nine
per cent in the current fi-
nancial year over the pre-
ceding fiscal, according to
ratings firm ICRA. In ab-
solute terms, the PV indus-
try will clock a sales figure
of 4.2 million units in the
current fiscal. The report
said that dealer inventories
remain high despite strong
retail sales, and the pace of
growth is expected to taper
off in the coming financial
year.

ICRA said that during the
recently concluded festive
season, retail sales grew six
per cent year-on-year. The
inventory levels in the in-
dustry remain high at 50 to
55 days at the end of

January 2024. The utility
vehicle (UV) segment con-
tinued to expand led by a
shift in customer prefer-
ences coupled with a slew of
product launches. The de-
mand for the entry car seg-
ment remained muted, the
report said. The availability
of alternative fuels like
CNG and electricity is
steadily on the rise aided by
the introduction of new
models. The capital expen-
diture outlay for the origi-
nal equivalent manufactur-
ers (OEM) is estimated to
remain high over the next
few fiscal, the report said.

Passenger vehicles industry
to grow up to nine per cent

this fiscal: ICRA Mumbai, Mar 07:  

Rising for the second
straight session, the rupee
climbed 10 paise to settle at
82.73 (provisional) against
the US dollar on Thursday,
tracking a weak American
currency against major
crosses overseas and a posi-
tive trend in equity mar-
kets.

Besides, foreign fund in-
flows and falling crude oil
prices boosted the local cur-
rency, forex traders said. At
the interbank foreign ex-
change market, the domes-
tic unit opened slightly up
at 82.82 and gained further
ground to touch the intra-
day peak of 82.72 against
the greenback. The curren-
cy finally settled at 82.73
(provisional), up 10 paise
from its previous close. On
Wednesday, the rupee set-
tled 7 paise higher at 82.83
against the US dollar.

Rupee jumps 10 paise
to settle at 82.73
against US dollar

Mumbai, Mar 07: 

MG Motor India an-
nounced the strengthen-
ing of its EV portfolio to
make MG EVs more acces-
sible in Wow value propo-
sition. The carmaker in-
troduces ‘Excite Pro’ - a
new variant of its flagship
EV – MG ZS with Dual
Pane Panoramic Sky Roof
at an attractive price of
INR 19.98 Lakh. MG Motor
India also launches MG
Comet with fast charging*
option in two new variants
– Excite and Exclusive.
The range of Smart EV -
MG Comet starts at INR
6.98 Lakh.

The futuristically de-
signed MG ZS EV offers a
good on-road appearance,

driving convenience, spa-
cious and luxurious plush
interiors. It is available in
Executive, Excite Pro,
Exclusive Plus, and
Essence, at a wow starting
price of INR 18.98 Lakh
(ex-showroom), making it
the attractive value propo-
sition for our EV enthusi-
ast. The India’s first
Electric SUV offers a
power-packed electric mo-
bility experience with
more than 75+ connected
features and the largest in-
segment 50.3 kWh

Prismatic cell IP69K
Rated, ASIL-D & UL2580
battery, with 461 km certi-
fied range in a single
charge, making it a cost-ef-
fective mobility solution.
The ZS EV offers first in
segment digital key lock-
ing, unlocking which al-
lows the customer to start
and drive the car without
the physical key. It also
comes with ADAS Level 2
to enhance the driving ex-
perience and safety of the
passengers.

The newly introduced
MG Comet variants Excite
FC and Exclusive FC will
come with fast charging
options at an attractive
price of INR 8.23 Lakh and
INR 9.13 Lakh (ex-show-
room) respectively.

MG Motor India strengthens
its EV Portfolio

New Delhi, Mar 07: 

Realme, India’s Most
Reliable Smartphone
Service Provider, an-
nounced the launch of
the realme 12 Series 5G
today. The realme 12
Series 5G introduces
two standout smart-
phones: the realme 12+
5G and the realme 12
5G, and marks a signif-
icant milestone in
realme's journey, align-
ing with its revamped
strategy 'Make it real' and a
refreshed brand identity
that resonates with young
users.

Offering the PLUS experi-
ence and raising the stan-
dard of mid-range smart-
phones, the realme 12+ 5G is

a standout smartphone,
boasting segment’s
first 50 MP SONY
LYT-600 main camera
with Optical Image
Stabilization (OIS), a
2X In-sensor zoom,
and a Cinematic 2X
Portrait Mode for cap-
turing clear, DSLR-
like portraits. It also
comes equipped with
a 112° ultra-wide cam-
era, a 16MP HD selfie
camera. It features a
120Hz Ultra-Smooth

AMOLED Display, and 67W
SUPER VOOC charging and
a massive 5000mAh battery
for long-lasting use. It also
houses notable features like
storage and dynamic RAM
of up to 256 GB, and IP54
dust and water resistance.

Realme launches 12 Series
5G starting from Rs 16,999

Mumbai, Mar 07: 

Lords Mark Industries
Ltd, a leading manufacturer
of IVD products, in collabo-
ration with Unnat Bharat
Abhiyan, a National
Programme by the
Government of India,
under the initiation of FITT
(Foundation for Innovation
and Technology Transfer),
IIT Delhi for the implemen-
tation of the ground-break-
ing E Smart Clinic project
aimed at revolutionizing
healthcare access in rural
India. The project was inau-
gurated by the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi at
AIIMS Rajkot.

The initiative stems from
an exclusive Memorandum
of Understanding (MOU)

signed between Lords Mark
Industries, and Unnat
Bharat Abhiyan at IIT Delhi
on February 22, 2024.

Commenting on the occa-
sion, Mr. ManavTeli,
Executive Director, Lord’s
Mark Industries Ltd, "I am
thrilled to witness the cul-
mination of our collabora-
tive efforts with Unnat
Bharat Abhiyan in intro-
ducing the ground-break-
ing E Smart Clinic project.

This initiative underscores
our commitment to innova-
tion and accessibility in
healthcare, empowering in-
dividuals across rural India
with cutting-edge diagnos-
tics and expert medical con-
sultations at an unprece-
dented affordability. We be-
lieve this marks a signifi-
cant step towards realizing
our vision of inclusive and
equitable healthcare for all
citizens.’’

Lord’s Mark Industries, Unnat Bharat
take off E Smart Clinic Project Pan India 



Central Chronicle News

Dhamtari, Mar 07: The
Kurud police succeeded in
seizing 40 quarter bottles of
country plain liquor worth
Rs 3200 and mobile phone
used worth Rs 15000, to-
tallingi 18200 from the ac-

cused while trying
to sell illicit liquor.
A case  under sec-
tion 34 (2) of Excise
Act has been filed
against  the ac-
cused. As per in-
structions by the
senior  police offi-

cers, it is by launching spe-
cial campaign due legal ac-
tion is being taken and
clear-cut instruction were
given to put a check on all
anti-social and illegal ac-
tivities. On this the Kurud
police, acting on tip from
an informer, nabbed one
person going in his TVS
Sports bike to sell illicit
liquor packed in white
plastic bag. It was in front

of the 'Humrah' staff and
eye-witness, the accused
Kuman Mahanand S/o
Benudhar Mahanand, (28),
R/o Charbhata Magarolod
District Dhamtari was
nabbed and taken into cus-
tody. In the above action, TI
Kurud in-charge Inspector
Arun Sahu, Kamil
Chandra Sori, Santosh
Dhruv, Mahesh Sahu
played an important role.

Central Chronicle News
KKaawwaarrddhhaa,,  MMaarr  0077::  Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's virtual interaction
with women from self-help groups
across the nation, as part of the Nari
Shakti Vandan Abhiyan, resonated
strongly in village Ranveerpur under
the Pandariya assembly. Led by MLA
Bhavna Bohra, hundreds of women
from local self-help groups were en-
thralled as they listened to the Prime
Minister's live address. Addressing

the gathering, MLA Bhavna Bohra
lauded Prime Minister Modi's unwa-
vering commitment to women's em-
powerment, security, and self-re-
liance. She emphasized the new-
found energy and encouragement
among the women present, particu-
larly those affiliated with self-help
groups. The MLA underscored that
Modi's dedication to women's wel-
fare ensures their empowerment and
fulfillment. The Lakhpati Didi Yojana,
spearheaded by the Central
Government, has opened new av-
enues for women from self-help
groups to enhance their economic
status through self-reliance and em-
powerment. This initiative reflects
Modi's profound respect for women

and their economic empowerment.
MLA Bhavna Bohra further highlight-
ed initiatives aimed at enhancing
women's participation in politics, in-
cluding the proposal for 33 percent
reservation in Rajya Sabha and Lok
Sabha. She stressed the importance
of women's leadership in driving de-
velopment and addressing gender-

related issues. Acknowledging the
positive impact of various govern-
ment schemes,  Bohra commended
initiatives like Beti Bachao, Beti
Padhao Yojana, Pradhan Mantri
Ujjwala Yojana, and the abolition of
triple talaq for Muslim women. These
efforts have brought about signifi-
cant improvements in the lives of
women across the country. The unan-
imous passage of the Nari Shakti
Vandan Act in Parliament, under
Prime Minister Modi's leadership,
marks a significant milestone in pro-
moting women-led development. The
MLA reiterated the government's
commitment to women's safety, re-
spect, and empowerment through
various schemes and initiatives.
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Farmers demand
action against low 

voltage woes
Central Chronicle News

Dongargaon, Mar 07: As
temperatures rise and elec-
tricity consumption
surges, the issue of low
voltage has escalated in the
region, causing distress
among residents and pos-
ing significant challenges
for farmers.

The problem has reached
a critical juncture, with ir-
rigation motor pumps
burning out due to low volt-
age, resulting in financial
losses for farmers and jeop-
ardizing crop yields.

In a scathing statement,
Dongargaon MLA
Daleshwar Sahu con-
demned the BJP govern-
ment's apathy towards ad-
dressing the plight of farm-
ers. He highlighted the ur-
gent need for additional

power transformers and
enhanced transformer ca-
pacity, especially during
the summer months.
Despite the predictable rise
in demand during this peri-
od, the government's fail-
ure to prepare adequately
has left farmers bearing
the brunt of the crisis.

MLA Daleshwar Sahu
pointed out the lack of

progress in activating sub-
stations in villages like
Ruvatala, Kanhardbari,
Kothitola, and Vicharpur
Navagaon, despite their
construction during the
Congress rule. He empha-
sized that the Congress-led
government had allocated
substantial funds for the
operation, maintenance,
and capacity enhancement
of transformers, as well as
rural electrification initia-
tives.

Expressing frustration
with the government's in-
action, MLA Daleshwar
Sahu issued a stern ultima-
tum, demanding relief for
farmers within seven days.
Failure to address the low
voltage problem promptly
would compel him and fel-
low farmers to take to the
streets in protest.

Unseasonal rains wreak havoc
on farmers’ Rabi crops

Central Chronicle News

Khairagarh, Mar 07:
The agricultural land-
scape of Khairagarh is fac-
ing a severe setback as un-
seasonal rains wreak
havoc on Rabi crops and
green vegetables, leaving
farmers grappling with
uncertainty and losses.

The unforeseen weather
patterns have dealt a
heavy blow to the farmers
in the district. The un-
timely rain on Wednesday
evening has caused sub-
stantial damage to crucial
crops such as gram, tivara,
linseed, mustard, and
wheat, all vital compo-
nents of the Rabi crop
cycle.

Additionally, the flower-
ing of mango trees has
been adversely affected,
compounding the agricul-
tural losses. The unexpect-
ed downpour has also put

the region's veg-
etable crops at risk,
with fears looming
over the potential
loss of newly plant-
ed crops like cucum-
ber, spinach, and
onion.

Moreover, the er-
ratic weather condi-
tions have had ad-
verse effects on the
local populace,
showcasing the
broader impact of
climate change on
daily lives.

While the unsea-
sonal rains brought
relief from the
scorching heat, the
subsequent humid weath-
er has posed health risks
to residents. Experts warn
that such fluctuations in
weather patterns could ex-
acerbate health issues and
disrupt livelihoods.

The agricultural com-

munity is particularly
concerned about the surge
in insect infestations due
to the rainy weather. The
increased moisture and
cloudy skies have height-
ened the risk of pest at-
tacks on green vegetables,

particularly the gram
crop.

Farmers, who are cur-
rently harvesting green
gram, are apprehensive
about potential pest infes-
tations jeopardizing their
yields. This recent rainfall

echoes similar occur-
rences from last year, un-
derscoring the ongoing
challenges faced by farm-
ers in adapting to unpre-
dictable weather condi-
tions.

As farmers grapple with
the aftermath of the un-
seasonal rains, their con-
cerns about climate
change and its implica-
tions on agriculture have
intensified.

With crops like wheat
nearing ripening stages
and harvested produce
awaiting market distribu-
tion, the looming threat of
further losses looms large
over the farming commu-
nity.

The changing weather
patterns have rendered
farmers unable to effec-
tively manage their crops,
exacerbating their worries
about the impending agri-
cultural season.

MLA Daleshwar Sahu calls for urgent resolution

Daleshwar Sahu

Holy Dip by ‘Sadhus-Sants’ to mark conclusion

Central Chronicle News

Navapara-Rajim, Mar 07:
The Rajim Kumbh Kalp
Mela which became famous
as the fifth Kumbh in the
country, would conclude on
occasion of Mahashivratri
on March 8 with holy dip.

On this occasion in the
presence of the 'Sadhus-
Sants' from all over the
country and 'Naga Sadhus'
from different 'Akhadas', a
massive 'Shobha Yatra'
and 'Shahi Snan' will be or-

ganised.
This 'Shobhayatra' will

start at 6:30 am from
Samagam premises and
would pass through
Navapara city and through
different roads of Rajim
city and then would reach
the 'Shahi Kund' at the
Kumbh Kalp Mela for the
'Shahi Snan'.

At the same time, on oc-
casion of Mahashivratri, it
is since early in the morn-
ing the devotees would take
the Holy Dip and seek the

blessings. There is general-
ly huge crowd of people vis-
iting Rajim on occasion of
Mahashivratri. It is since
March 7 evening, the rush
of people increased and it
intensified by night.

To take the Holy Dip, the
devotees from far-flung
areas have reached Rajim a
day in advance. It is by wit-
nessing the night pro-
gramme, they would take
the Holy dip at the conflu-
ence of three rivers and by
offering 'deepdan' and pay

respects to Lord Shri
Kuleshwarnath Mahadev
and to Lord Shri Rajiv
Lochan, they would leave
for their respective destina-
tion.

On the main dais of the
Rajim Kumbh Kalp mela,
Swasti Mehlu and col-
leagues from Mumbai
would make wonderful
presentation. At the con-
cluding programme, there
will be display of light &
sound show based upon the
religious Epic 'Ramayan'.

Of Rajim Kumbh Kalp Mela on Mahashivratri today

PM engages with self-help groups,
inspires women through VC

MLA Bhavna Bohra
highlights government
initiatives for women;s
empowerment

One nabbed with illicit liquor worth Rs 3200
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Kannada actress Tara with residents of Bharathi Nagar area stages a protest over water crisis in the city, in
Bengaluru, Thursday.

PROTEST OVER WATER CRISIS

Srinagar, Mar 07 (PTI):

It was a dream-come-
true moment for Kashmiri
youth Nazim Nazeer on
Thursday as Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
not only took a selfie with
him but also referred to
him as a "friend".

Nazeer, who has set up a
successful beekeeping
unit, was one of the few
achievers selected to inter-
act with Modi after his
public rally at the Bakshi
stadium here. During
their interaction, he ex-
pressed his wish for tak-
ing a selfie with Modi.

The prime minister
later posted a tweet along
with the selfie with
Nazeer. "A memorable
selfie with my friend
Nazim. I was impressed
by the good work he's

doing. At the public meet-
ing he requested a selfie
and was happy to meet
him. My best wishes for
his future endeavours,"
Modi wrote on X. While
lauding the efforts of the

young boy from Pulwama
district, Modi said he has
brought a "sweet revolu-
tion" in the beekeeping
sector. "We have heard of
green revolution and
white revolution but you

have brought about sweet
revolution," Modi said
after listening to Nazeer's
story. Nazeer said he start-
ed his beekeeping venture
with two boxes as a hobby
but soon availed a govern-
ment scheme to increase
the number of boxes to 25.

"The first extraction
was 75 kg which earned
me Rs 60,000. I took a
PMEGP loan of Rs 5 lakh
and added 200 boxes. The
yield was good and
through online marketing,
we sold around 5000 kg of
honey," he said.

He said he has now in-
creased the number of
boxes to 2000 and added
100 more youths to his bee-
keeping venture. "We got
FPO membership in 2023.
Now we earn Rs 1 lakh per
stall at different exhibi-
tions," he added.

PM Modi takes selfie with 
Kashmiri youth, calls him ‘friend’

PM Modi with Nazim, a resident of J&K's Pulwama district,
during the ‘Viksit Bharat, Viksit Jammu & Kashmir’
programme, in Srinagar, Thursday.

KKoollkkaattaa,,  MMaarr  0077  ((PPTTII))::

The Kolkata Metro Railway
will start commercial opera-
tions in seven to 10 days in the
three sections inaugurated by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
including the Howrah Maidan-
Esplanade section that boasts
of the country's first underwa-
ter transportation tunnel, an
official said on Thursday. Modi
inaugurated on Wednesday
Kolkata Metro Railway's
Howrah Maidan-Esplanade,
Kavi Subhash-Hemanta
Mukhopadhyay and the
Taratala-Majerhat metro sec-
tions.  "Commercial services
will commence in all the three
sections within seven to 10

days," Metro Railway
spokesperson Kaushik Mitra
told PTI. The Howrah Maidan-
Esplanade section of the East-
West Metro corridor has the
first transportation tunnel
under "any mighty river in
India". It passes under the
River Hooghly, on the east and
west banks of which are situ-
ated Kolkata and Howrah
cities, respectively.   The 4.8
km stretch between Howrah
Maidan and Esplanade is the
second section of the East-
West Metro corridor between
Howrah Maidan and
Information Technology hub
Salt Lake Sector V which will
have commercial operations.
With this, only the Esplanade-

Sealdah stretch of the East-
West alignment is left to be
completed.

‘Commercial services in newly-launched
Metro railway sections soon’

Bengaluru, Mar 07 (PTI):

Karnataka Home
Minister G
Parameshwara on
Thursday said sleuths in-
vestigating into the blast
at the city's popular eatery
'The Rameshwaram Cafe'
last week have got certain
"good leads', as the prime
suspect changed his
clothes after the incident,
and travelled by a bus.

He said the suspect is
said to have travelled to-
wards the district head-
quarters town of
Tumakuru by a bus after
the explosion, and offi-

cials are following the
leads and verifying his
movement till Ballari.

Investigation into
March one blast, caused

by an Improvised
Explosive Device, at the
quick-service eatery in
Brookfield area in infor-
mation technology corri-
dor in east Bengaluru that
left ten people injured, is
being carried by the
National Investigation
Agency, which is being as-
sisted by the Central
Crime Branch of the
Bengaluru police.

"We have got more im-
portant leads, as to the di-
rection in which he (sus-
pect) has gone and him
having changed his
clothes. Some information
cannot be revealed.

‘Bengaluru blast suspect 
changed clothes, travelled by bus’

G Parameshwara 

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  MMaarr  0077  ((PPTTII)):: A
multi-disciplinary art exhibition,
featuring works by the likes of
Anjolie Ela Menon, FN Souza,
Krishen Khanna, Ram Kumar,
Biman Dasgupta, Shobha
Broota and Rini Dhumal, aims to
address issues faced by women
across the world, including dis-
parity in education, employ-
ment, and gender inequality.

Collectively organised by
Pioneer Art Gallery, Divine Art
Gallery with digital partner
Ehsaas, the art exhibition, titled
"Reflections of Womanhood",
will open at the respective gal-
leries on Friday to mark the
'International Women's Day'.

The show wi ll feature paint-
ings, sculptures, photography,
installation and printmaking to
put forward the imagery of
"silent artworks narrating tales
of millions of women across the
globe". "The show celebrates
not only women but also every-
thing feminine from mother
earth, to life and all the way to
the inception of the universe
with Shiva and Shakti," the
organisers said in a statement.

Curated by Manisha Gawade,
the exhibition will feature works
by 54 artists who have narrated
"tales of courage, love and ded-
ication of countless women on
their canvases and sculptures".

RELECTIONS OF WOMANHOOD

Art exhibition to address women’s
rights on Int’l Women’s Day
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