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Futala Lake
NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  The Supreme
Court has extended till
March 21 the order asking
the Maharashtra govern-
ment and its metro rail
corporation not to carry
out any construction
activity at the famous
Futala Lake in Nagpur.
Initially, on January 25, a
bench headed by Chief
Justice D Y Chandrachud
had stayed the ongoing
construction at the lake,
built by the Bhosle
dynasty to which Maratha
King Chhatrapati 
Shivaji belonged, over 60
acres of land. It was 
hearing a petition 
filed by NGO ‘Swaach
Association, Nagpur’. 

CISF march
TThhaannee::  Central Industrial
Security Force jawans and
police carried out route
marches in Kasara and
Vashind areas of Thane
district as part of the law
and order maintenance
drill in view of the upcom-
ing Lok Sabha polls, an
official said on Friday. The
route march was carried
out under the guidance of
Thane (Rural)
Superintendent of Police
DS Swami and Additional
SP Deepali Ghate on
March 5-6 in Kasara,
Shirol, Veluk and Vashala
under Kasara police sta-
tion limits and Vashind
Bazarpeth, Vashind West,
Khativali and Sarmal
under Vashind police sta-
tion limits, the official
said. “These are consid-
ered vulnerable villages.
Similarly, route marches
were also carried out in
Navghar and 
Bhayander police station
limits on March 5. 

IT raid
PPaattnnaa:: Income Tax sleuths
on Friday searched the
premises linked to
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD)
MLC Vinod Jaiswal over an
alleged tax evasion case,
sources said. The raid was
conducted by I-T officials
of the West Bengal unit,
they said. The RJD MLC,
considered close to party
supremo Lalu Prasad, was
not present when the IT
officials reached the
premises in the upscale
Anugrah Narayan Road 
locality in the morning,
the sources said.
Meanwhile, talking to PTI,
RJD spokesperson
Mrityunjay Tiwary
slammed the BJP-led cen-
tral government for the I-T
raid. “The BJP uses agen-
cies like the ED, CBI and I-
T Department against
those it is afraid of...”
Tiwary said.

BRIEF

Cadets perform during the 
combined display organised as
part of the Passing Out Parade,

at Officers Training Academy
(OTA) in Chennai, Friday.

New Delhi, Mar 08 (PTI):

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi will contest the
Lok Sabha polls from
Kerala’s Wayanad again,
the party announced on
Friday as it released its
first list of 39 candidates.

Congress general secre-
tary K C Venugopal will
contest from Alappuzha
(Kerala), former
Chhattisgarh chief minis-
ter Bhupesh Baghel from
Rajnandgaon, Jyotsna
Mahant from Korba,
Tamradhwaj Sahu from
Mahasamund and Shashi
Tharoor from
Thiruvananthapuram.

Venugopal said the list
has 15 general category
candidates while 24 are
from the SC, ST, OBC and
minority communities.

Congress treasurer Ajay
Maken said the list has a
good mix of youth and ex-
perience. The announce-
ment came a day after the
Congress’ Central Election
Committee (CEC) finalised
the names for the upcom-

ing Lok Sabha elections
after having a discussion
on over 60 Lok Sabha seats
from 11 states and union
territories.

The CEC meeting which
was chaired by party pres-
ident Mallikarjun Kharge.

Discussions were held
on Lok Sabha seats in
Delhi, Karnataka, Kerala,
Chhattisgarh, Telangana,
Sikkim, Tripura,
Nagaland, Manipur,
Meghalaya and
Lakshwadeep. “We are in
election mode and on an
aggressive path of cam-
paigning with Rahul
Gandhi undertaking the
Bharat Jodo Nyay Yatra
which is in Gujarat,”
Venugopal said.

The Nyay Yatra will end
on March 17 in Mumbai
with a mammoth rally
planned and Congress
president Kharge is writ-
ing to all INDIA bloc part-
ners to attend that rally, he
said.

Kharge, former party
chief Sonia Gandhi and
Venugopal, as well as
other senior leaders who
are part of the CEC were
present at the meeting.

There is speculation
that Rahul Gandhi may
also contest from Amethi
and Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra from Rae Bareli, a
seat which was previously
held by Sonia Gandhi.
Both the seats are consid-
ered bastions of the
Gandhi family and the
local units of the Congress
have demanded that the
two scions of the Congress
first family should contest
from there.

Rahul Gandhi, who was
previously an MP from
Amethi, lost the seat in
2019 but won from
Wayanad in Kerala.

Dantewada, Mar 08 (PTI):
Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Vishnu Deo Sai
on Friday appealed to the
Naxalites to join the main-
stream by leaving the path
of violence, and said his
government was open to
holding a dialogue with
them.

The BJP government in
the state will fulfill their
every legitimate demand if
they were ready for talks,
he said.

The chief minister
made the statement while
interacting with women
personnel from the
District Reserve Guard,
Bastar Fighters and
Danteshwari Fighters, all
units of the state police en-
gaged in anti-Naxal opera-
tions, at Jawanga
Education Hub in
Dantewada district on
International Women’s
Day. Sumitra Sahu, a DRG
commando posted in
Narayanpur, spoke about
her ordeal when she was a
Naxalite. Sahu, who was
an active Naxalite for 14
years, quit the outlawed

CPI (Maoist) in 2018 and
was subsequently recruit-
ed in the police force.

CM Sai said he saluted
her valour. “I would like to
tell our local people who
are Naxalites to quit
Naxalism. They should
live like ordinary people
do, and hold dialogue
(with the government) and
tell what problem they
have with the government.
Their every legitimate de-
mand will be fulfilled by
the Chhattisgarh govern-
ment,” the chief minister
said.

“I too hail from a tribal
community and village,
and therefore I understand
the pain of tribals and vil-
lagers. They should hold
dialogue with us without
getting influenced (by oth-
ers). They should hold
talks about their demands.
Today, on Women’s Day, I
would like to appeal to
them to join the main-
stream of development
and (we are) ready for dia-
logue,” he added.

`Danteshwari Shakti
Kendra’ (centres) for
sports, cultural and educa-
tional activities will be set
up at the headquarters of
all seven districts in the
Bastar division, Sai an-
nounced on the occasion.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  MMaarr  0088  ((PPTTII))::
Philanthropist and author

Sudha Murty
was nominated
to the Rajya
Sabha on Friday,
with Prime
M i n i s t e r

Narendra Modi lauding her
contribution in diverse fields.
Modi asserted in a post on X
that her presence in the Upper
House is a powerful testament
to “Nari Shakti” (women
power), exemplifying the
strength and potential of
women in shaping the nation’s
destiny.
Wishing her a fruitful tenure,
he said, “I am delighted that

the President of India has nom-
inated Sudha Murty Ji to the
Rajya Sabha. 

New Delhi, Mar 08 (PTI):

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi an-
nounced a reduction of
Rs 100 in cooking gas
cylinder prices on Friday
on the occasion of
International Women’s
Day. This will significant-
ly ease the financial bur-
den on millions of house-
holds across the country,
especially benefiting
“Nari Shakti” (women
power), he said in a post

on X. “By making cook-
ing gas more affordable,
we also aim to support
the well-being of families
and ensure a healthier
environment. This is in
line with our commit-
ment to empowering
women and ensuring
Ease of Living’ for
them,” he said. In a relat-
ed decision, the govern-
ment on Thursday an-
nounced the extension of
Rs 300 per LPG cylinder
subsidy to poor women

under the Ujjwala Yojana
for the next fiscal start-
ing April 1.

The government in
October last year hiked
the subsidy from Rs 200
per 14.2-kg cylinders for
up to 12 refills per year to
Rs 300 per bottle. The Rs
300 per cylinder subsidy
was for the current fiscal,
which ends on March 31.

In another post on X,
Modi greeted people on
the International
Women’s Day. “We salute

the strength, courage,
and resilience of our
Nari Shakti and laud
their accomplishments
across various fields. Our
government is committed
to empowering women
through initiatives in ed-
ucation, entrepreneur-
ship, agriculture, tech-
nology and more,” he
said.

This is also reflected in
the government’s accom-
plishments in the last
decade, Modi added.

New Delhi, Mar 08 (PTI):

The time has come to
enlighten and educate the
police machinery about
the concept of freedom of
speech and expression, the
Supreme Court has said
and set aside an order of
the Bombay High Court
against an academic ac-
cused of criticising the ab-
rogation of Article 370
that bestowed special sta-
tus on Jammu and
Kashmir and greeting the
citizens of Pakistan on the
country’s Independence
Day.

The Maharashtra Police
had registered an FIR
against professor Javed
Ahmed Hajam at
Hatkanangale police sta-
tion in Kolhapur under
Section 153A (promotion
of communal disharmo-
ny) of the Indian Penal
Code for posting
WhatsApp messages that
denounced the abrogation
of Article 370 and congrat-
ulated the people of
Pakistan on their
Independence day.

“August 5-Black Day

Jammu & Kashmir” and
“14th August-Happy
Independence Day
Pakistan,” he had written
on WhatsApp.

“Now, the time has come
to enlighten and educate
our police machinery on
the concept of freedom of
speech and expression
guaranteed by Article
19(1)(a) of the Constitution
and the extent of reason-
able restraint on their free
speech and expression.
They must be sensitised
about the democratic val-
ues enshrined in our
Constitution,” a bench of
Justices Abhay S Oka and
Ujjal Bhuyan said.

If a citizen of India ex-
tends good wishes to the
citizens of Pakistan on
14th August, which is their
Independence Day, there is
nothing wrong with it, the
apex court observed.

“Our country has been a
democratic republic for
more than 75 years. The
people of our country
know the importance of
democratic values.
Therefore, it is not possi-
ble to conclude that the

words will promote
disharmony or feelings of
enmity, hatred or ill-will
between different reli-
gious groups.

“The test to be applied is
not the effect of the words
on some individuals with
weak minds or who see a
danger in every hostile
point of view. The test is of
the general impact of the
utterances on reasonable
people who are significant
in numbers,” the bench
said.

Merely because a few in-
dividuals may develop ha-
tred or ill will, it will not
be sufficient to attract
Section 153-A of the IPC, it
said.

The court said continua-
tion of the prosecution of
the appellant for the of-
fence punishable under
Section 153-A of the IPC
will be a “gross abuse” of
the process of law.

“Accordingly, we set
aside the impugned judg-
ment dated April 10, 2023
of the High Court of
Judicature at Bombay and
quash the impugned FIR,”
the bench said.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  MMaarr  0088  ((PPTTII))::

A five-judge constitution
bench of the Supreme
Court will hear on March

11 an application filed by the
State Bank of India (SBI) seek-
ing extension of time till June
30 to disclose details of each
electoral bond encashed by
political parties before the
scheme was scrapped last
month.

The bench, headed by Chief
Justice D Y Chandrachud, will
also hear a separate plea which
has sought initiation of con-
tempt action against the SBI
alleging it “wilfully and delib-
erately” disobeyed the apex
court’s direction to submit
details of the contributions
made to political parties
through electoral bonds to the

Election Commission by March
6. In a landmark verdict deliv-
ered on February 15, a five-
judge constitution bench had
scrapped the Centre’s electoral
bonds scheme of anonymous
political funding, calling it
“unconstitutional” and order-
ing disclosure by the Election
Commission of the donors, the
amount donated by them and
the recipients by March 13.

Ordering closure of the
scheme forthwith, the top
court had directed the SBI, the
authorised financial institution
under the scheme, to submit by
March 6 the details of the elec-
toral bonds purchased since
April 12, 2019 till date to the
Election Commission which
was asked to publish the infor-
mation on its official website
by March 13.

Thiruvananthapuram,
Mar 08 (PTI): “What is
the most expensive thing
in the world,” was a ques-
tion asked by a student
from the KTCT Higher
Secondary School in
Kallambalam here loudly,
even as a humanoid
draped in a saree listened
attentively.

A necklace on the hu-
manoid changed colour
from green to orange, and
it shook its head before
giving out the answer with
informative details as
other children curiously
listened. This silk saree-
draped humanoid is ‘Iris’,
the first AI teacher un-
veiled in Kerala.

A disturbed network
connection and the chatter
from the children often
slowed down Iris as it tried
to catch the noises, pre-

suming them to be ques-
tions asked to ‘her’. And
when there were too many
noises, Iris took time to
process the question.

But when the hall was
silent and a student asked
a question, either from
their syllabus or anything
under the sun, Iris gave
out the answer in no time,
with examples and refer-
ences. “Our next step is to
give her ‘eyes’ so that she
will identify each student
and answer their ques-
tions. She would be becom-
ing more interactive and
completely automated,”
said Abhijith, an 8th stan-
dard student and one of
the students who closely
worked with Makerlabs
Edutech Private Limited
in the development of this
AI-based teacher as part of
an initiative of the Atal

Tinkering Lab at the
school. He said that the AI
teacher will not be able to
answer the questions of
the children if the class-
room is noisy, so this
teacher will make children
more disciplined.

“The children are very
excited, especially the
lower KG students. They
like this ‘teacher’ because
she never gets angry or ir-
ritated and always has an
answer to their questions.
She also does not ask ques-
tions and never gives
homework,” Meera
Suresh, the principal of
the KTCT Higher
Secondary School, told
PTI.

Iris works on the gener-
ative AI principle with a
capacity to convert voice
into texts and also texts
into voice.

Kerala unveils first AI teacher in a school

‘Govt ready for dialogue’
Bhupesh Baghel to contest 

LS elections from Rajnandgaon

Cong announces first list of 39 candidates

SC to hear on Mar 11 
SBI’s plea seeking extension

of time to disclose details
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SC quashes case against academic for denouncing
abrogation of Art 370, greeting Pak citizens on I-day

PM Modi announces Rs 100 cut in LPG cylinder price

A van loaded with LPG cylinders at roadside near a 
distribution center.

LPG price cut height 
of political cynicism: TMC

Kolkata, Mar 08 (PTI): The Trinamool Congress on
Friday criticised Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
announcement of a cut in LPG cylinder prices, as-
serting that the move was the “limit of political cyni-
cism” ahead of the Lok Sabha polls. West Bengal’s
ruling party also dubbed it as a “token cut” and a
“cheap political stunt” Responding to the announce-
ment, TMC Rajya Sabha MP Sagarika Ghose mocked
the prime minister, saying “the country needs a prad-
han mantri, what we have is an election mantri”.

“Days before the general elections, the Modi gov-
ernment has reduced the price of LPG; this is the
limit of political cynicism. All this time, all these
years, women consumers were labouring under the
burden of high LPG prices,” she said on X.

Rahul Gandhi fielded from Wayanad 

Chh’garh CM
appeals Naxalites
to shun violence

Sudha Murty 
nominated to Rajya Sabha

‘RS nomination coming
on Women’s Day was a

double surprise’
Bengaluru: The announcement of
her nomination to the Rajya Sabha
was a double surprise as it came
on Women’s Day, philanthropist
and author Sudha Murty said on
Friday. The former Chairperson of
Infosys Foundation, the philan-
thropy and Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) arm of
Infosys, said that she has never
sought the position and had
“absolutely no idea” why the gov-
ernment chose to nominate her.

Low34 18High

Weather



www.centralchronicle.in CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  BILASPUR,  SATURDAY,  MARCH  09,  2024 02



CENTRAL CHRONICLE, BILASPUR, SATURDAY, MARCH 09, 2024

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Mar 08:
Congress party has de-
clared the list of six can-
didate out of total 11 Lok
Sabha seats of
Chhattisgarh and fielded
former CM Bhupesh
Baghel as LS candidate
from Rajnandgaon and
Dr Shiv Kumar Daharia
from Janjgir-Champa
(SC) LS constituency.
Congress has repeated
only one sitting MP
Jyotsna Mahant from
Korba LS constituency.

As per the list declared
by Congress on Thursday
evening, Congress has
fielded two ex-MLAs and
two existing MLAs and

one fresh face for LS tick-
et and repeated one sit-
ting LS MP in its list of
six  Lok Sabha con-
stituencies here on
Friday. Congress has
fielded former CM and
MLA Bhupesh Baghel
from Rajnandgaon LS
constituency and Dr Shiv
Kumar Daharia from
Janjgir-Champa (SC) LS
constituency. Jyotsana
Mahant has been repeat-
ed from Korba Lok Sabha
constituency and ex-

MLA Tamradhwaj Sahu
from Mahasamund LS
constituency. The party
has fielded ex-MLA Vikas
Upadhyay from Raipur
Lok Sabha seat and field-
ed one fresh face
Rajendra Sahu from
Durg Lok Sabha seat.

So the former CM from
Congress Bhupesh
Baghel will be contesting
against Santosh Pandey
from Rajnandgaon and
sitting MP Jyotsana
Mahant against the BJP

LS candidate from Korba
Saroj Pandey. The presti-
gious seat of Raipur Lok
Sabha constituency will
have tough fight between
8 times MLA of BJP and
Cabinet Minister
Brijmohan Agrawal with
the ex-MLA Vikas
Upadhyay. A new face
from Durg Rajendra
Sahu of Congress will
face Vijay Baghel from
BJP and Roopkumari
Choudhary will face
Congress candidate

Tamradhwaj Sahu from
Mahasamund LS con-
stituency. Former
Minister and ex-MLA Dr
Shiv Kumar Daharia will
face Kamlesh Jangde of
BJP from Janjgir-
Champa (SC) reserved LS
constituency. Congress is
yet to declare its candi-
date for remaining five
LS constituencies of
Raigarh, Kanker,
Surguja, Bastar and
Bilaspur Lok Sabha
seats.

Cong fields two sitting MLAs and
two ex-MLA and one sitting MP

Raipur, Mar 08:
Targetting BJP over
Naxalism former Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
said that Naxalite incidents
were on rise in
Chhattisgarh. Fake en-
counters and arrests are
also taking place, Baghel
said, adding that the old
phase has started again.
Three incidents have hap-
pened in Bastar in 3
months, he said, adding
that BJP workers are
dying. The Chief Minister
and the Home Minister are
sitting silent, he said.

Regarding the list of
Congress’ Lok Sabha candi-
dates, the former Chief
Minister said, the CEC
meeting took place and the
list might be released any
time. On the question of
contesting the elections,

former Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel said, the
party will decide on it. The
orders of the high com-
mand have to be followed,
he added.

The former Chief
Minister also hit back at
the statement of
Agriculture Minister
Ramvichar Netam and
said, BJP made 10 crore
members through missed
calls. The number of
‘Kauravas’ was more in
Mahabharata, he said,
adding that ‘Kauravas’ be-
came BJP. “If there is a
‘Dharma Yuddha’, we will
win”, he added.

Commenting over BJP’s
move to transfer money to
beneficiaries of Mahtari
Vandan Yojana and farm-
ers before implementation
of the code of conduct,

Baghel said the number of
married women in the state
is 1 crore and names of 30
lakh women have already
been deleted. Baghel fur-
ther said, no verification
was being done at present.
After Lok Sabha elections
names of many beneficiar-
ies would be removed, he
said. The former Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
also took a dig at the Rs 100
cut in gas cylinder prices
and Ramvichar Netam’s
statement. May Ram
Vichar Netam be blessed
with wisdom, Baghel said.
The price of the cylinder
was Rs 400, when Hema
Malini and Smriti Irani
were sitting on strike but
now the price of gas cylin-
der is being cut by Rs 100
after increase to Rs 1200, he
said.

Naxalite incidents on rise,
fake encounters and arrests

taking place: Bhupesh
For six Lok Sabha
seats declared today

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Mar 08: A his-
toric ‘Shobha Yatyra’
(procession) of Naga
Babas, Sadhus-Saints
and various Akharas left
the Sant Samagam Sthal
for Shahi Snan (royal
bath) at 8 am today on the
holy festival of
‘Mahashivratri’, the last
day of Rajim Kumbh
Kalp Mela. All the Nagas,
sages and saints along
with Abhanpur MLA
Inder Kumar Sahu,
Deputy Director of
Culture Department
Pratap Parakh, Girish
Bissa of Mela Organizing
Committee, local public
representatives and offi-
cials of various depart-
ments also participated
in Mahashivratri cele-
bration.

Sages and saints were
seen riding in decorated

Palkis (palanquins) and
‘Shahi Baggis (royal
horses) in Shobha Yatra’
which started from Sant
Samagam via the route
behind Shri
K u l e s h w a r n a t h
Mahadev Temple, Nehru
Bal Udyan, Rajim Bridge,
Pt. Sunderlal Sharma
Chowk, Gauravpath
Rajim, VIP Road and cul-
minated at ‘Shahi Kund’
built in the fair. The
Shobha Yatra was wel-
comed by showering
flower garlands at vari-
ous squares and intersec-
tions in both the cities of
Navapara and Rajim.

Naga Babas, sages and
saints armed with vari-
ous weapons kept run-
ning Akharas perform-
ing stunts and displaying
their bravery in various
squares. The people of
the region who came to
the fair were thrilled to
see the Naga Sadhus
swinging their swords
and axes and dancing
with joy.

Slowly Shobha Yatra
moved forward and
reached ‘Shahi Kund’,
where after worshiping
the weapons, the Naga
Babas first jumped into
the Kund and completed
Shahi Snan. Apart from
Naga Babas, Abhanpur
MLA Inder Kumar Sahu
also got down to take a
dip in the Kund.

Local public represen-
tatives along with vari-
ous Akharas participated
in Shahi Snan. Apart
from the entire fair area,
a large crowd of devotees
and visitors gathered
near the Kund to see this
panoramic view.

Amid tight security
arrangement foreign
tourists from France,
Italy and other countries
enjoyed the grandeur of
the event.

Nagas, Saints, Sages
gather for ‘Shahi Snan’ 

Perform stunts with
arms in Shobha
Yatra, making 
conclusion of Rajim
Kumbh Kalp Mela

Significance of ‘Sangam bath’ on Mahashivratri
RRaajjiimm::  Although bathing has its own significance during festi-
vals, there is a special reason for taking bath in Triveni
Sangam on Mahashivratri. It is said that if Bhole Baba is
prayed to at any time during Mahashivratri, then Maa Parvati
and Bholenath directly fulfill the wishes of the devotees. 

Lord Shankar’s identity is the ashes of the cremation ground
on his body, a necklace of snakes around his neck, poison in
his throat, the holy Ganga in his ‘Jatas’ (string of hair) and the
destructive flame on his forehead.

It is believed that bathing in the confluence of Mahanadi,
Sondhur and Pari not only purifies the body but also removes
the impurity of the mind. On this day there is also a tradition
of taking dry hoist on the dry sand of Sangam. It is believed
that Bholenath visits the fair in disguise.
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Raipur, Mar 08: Labour
Minister  Lakhanlal
Dewangan on Thursday
in the meeting of the
Board of Directors of
Chhattisgarh Building
and Other Construction
Workers Welfare Board in
the building of Labour
Welfare Board located in
Nava Raipur for the im-
plementation of public
welfare schemes for the
welfare and protection of
construction workers for
the financial year 2024-25
approved the annual
budget of Rs 524.06 cr.

The Labour Minister
said that as per the inten-
tion of Chief Minister
Vishnu Deo Sai, it has
been decided to register
the construction workers
of the state who migrate
for better employment in

other provinces and bene-
fit them from the schemes
run by the Board.

This has been done so
that the construction
workers of the state in
other states can be bene-
fited from the public wel-
fare schemes run by the
Board. He said that it
should be ensured that 100
percent construction
workers of the state get
the benefits of the govern-
ment’s welfare schemes,

so that the standard of liv-
ing of the workers can im-
prove. In the meeting,
while simplifying the
process of registration of
construction workers, in-
stead of the earlier provi-
sion of employment cer-
tificate being given
through the employer or
trade union for 90 days of
construction work, now
the workers are employed
in the work themselves. In
connection with this, it

was decided to submit the
employment certificate
on the basis of self-decla-
ration certificate and take
applications for registra-
tion and renewal.
Secretary cum Labour
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Alarmelmangai D.,
Special Secretary Finance
Department Sheetal
Shashwat Verma and
Secretary BOC Savita
Mishra were present in
the meeting.

Provide benefits of labour
scheme to migrant, factory

workers: Dewangan
Annual budget of Rs
524.06 cr. approved
in the meeting of the
Board of Directors

Raipur, Mar 08: State’s
Finance Minister OP
Choudhary on Thursday
announced the construc-
tion of a new community
health center building
worth Rs 3 crore 70 lakh 48
thousand, including a new
community health center
building built at a cost of
Rs 2.65 crore, with the aim
of expanding the health fa-
cilities in the development
block Pusaur and provid-
ing better medical facilities
to the general public. A
total of 9 works of cost
were inaugurated.

Finance Minister OP
Choudhary, while congrat-
ulating the people present
along with the people of
the entire area, said that
such a good community
health center has been con-
structed and OPD has
started from today itself.
Whatever resources the

hospital requires will be
provided on priority, so
that the people of the area
get quality health facilities.
He said that all the doctors
and nurse staff should
work with honesty and
dedication to establish the
hospital as a modern 
hospital.

Today, 6 bedded wards
have been inaugurated in
the Community Health
Center as well as in pri-

mary and sub-health cen-
ters at other places. Along
with this, he said that he
announced to give an
amount of Rs. 3 thousand
each to 321 students for ed-
ucation promotion and
gave information about the
works sanctioned in vari-
ous Gram Panchayats. He
talked about early approval
of the demand for ambu-
lance and hearse as well as
operation theater equip-

ment and ortho doctors for
the hospital.

During this, Finance
Minister  Choudhary also
inaugurated the newly con-
structed 06 bedded ward in
03 Primary Health Center
and 03 Sub Health Center
along with the newly con-
structed Community
Health Center in Pusaur in
which 03 works of
Community Health Center
Pusaur are included.

This includes construc-
tion of a new building at a
cost of Rs 2 crore 65 lakh,
ETP (Effluent Treatment
Plant) at a cost of Rs 11
lakh 50 thousand for clean-
ing polluted water, 20 bed-
ded ward at a cost of Rs 35
lakh. Similarly, 06 bedded
wards have been construct-
ed in 03 primary health
centers and 03 sub health
centers at a cost of Rs 9
lakh 83 thousand.

Providing quality health facilities to
people is our priority: Choudhary

Raipur, Mar 08: A new
webseries ‘Liberation War
of Bastar’ has been made to
make people aware about
the liberation war carried
out in Bastar region of
Chhattisgarh in the Indian
freedom struggle move-
ment. This webseries is
going to be launched on
International Women’s Day.
The first episode of ‘Bastar
Ek Stree Rajyam’ will be re-
leased on YouTube. It can
be viewed anywhere
through mobile. This web-
series has been produced

by Bastar Area Tribal
Development Authority.
Women have been strong in
Bastar region since ancient
times. The women here
have been participating
equally with men in the

socio-economic and politi-
cal fields. Their role has
been effective even during
the rule of dynasties, that
is why Bastar came to be
called Stree Rajyam. Bastar
region has many brave
women like Maharani
Pramila Devi, Princess
Chameli Devi, Maskdevi,
Ramotin Madin, who have
made supreme sacrifice for
their water, forest and land.

Keeping in view this
strong participation of
women in Bastar region, a
short short film has been
produced by Bastar Area
Tribal Development
Authority to pay respectful
tribute to the brave rulers
and brave women of Bastar
division. An attempt has
been made to convey infor-
mation about the glorious
history of Bastar to the
common people through
this short film.

New webseries to be launched
on liberation war of Bastar

On occasion of
Int’nl Women’s Day 

First episode of
‘Bastar Ek Stree
Rajyam’ will be
available on
YouTube

Raipur, Mar 08: Chief
Minister Vishnudeo Sai
will inaugurate Jagar
2024, a popular annual
handicrafts and handloom
exhibition, on March 10 at
7 pm. Deputy Chief
Minister  Arun Sao will be
presiding over the event.
Organized annually by the
Chhattisgarh Handicrafts
Development Board, this
exhibition aims to show-
case the rich cultural her-
itage of Chhattisgarh.

Jagar 2024 will feature a
diverse range of handi-
crafts from Chhattisgarh,
including bell metal
(Dhokra), iron, wood, bam-
boo, carpet, sisal, godana,
tumba, terracotta, and
chhind-kansa. Handloom
enthusiasts can expect to
find a variety of textiles
including Kosa sarees, du-
pattas, salwar suits, dress
material, cotton bedsheets,
and various types of
Khadi readymade gar-
ments.

In addition to the local

crafts, Jagar 2024 will also
highlight handicrafts from
11 other states, including
chikankari from Lucknow,
Banarasi and Bengali sa-
rees, Chanderi and
Maheshwari sarees from
Madhya Pradesh, as well
as brass figurines from
Tikamgarh, jute work
from West Bengal, Kantha
work and Phulkari from
Punjab, Mojri leathercraft
and embroidered salwar
suits from Rajasthan, jew-
ellery from Delhi, bed-
sheets from Haryana
Panipat, Kolhapuris from
Maharashtra, Bhagalpuri
dress material from Bihar,
and shawls and sarees
from Jammu and
Kashmir. The exhibition
will be held at the
Chhattisgarh Haat
Premises in Pandri,
Raipur, from March 10 to
March 19. Cultural pro-
grammes will also be or-
ganized every day from 7
pm to 9 pm, adding to the
vibrancy of the event.

Chief Minister to inaugurate
Jagar 2024 on March 10

Raipur, Mar 08: Tourist
Regina Maria from
Germany surprised the
devotees of Rajim Kumbh
by saying ‘Namaste Rajim’.
Actually, she had reached
Rajim Kumbh with the de-
sire to know the vast form
of ‘Sanatan Dharma’.
Maria said that after tak-
ing shelter in Sanatan, she
has experienced spiritual
peace, the dullness of life
has gone away and enthusi-
asm has been infused.

Maria from Germany
said that Rajim’s fame has
now reached beyond the
seven seas. Impressed by
this event related to

Sanatan culture, she has
reached Rajim. The carv-
ings and artefacts of the
Rajim Lochan temple have
impressed her. She was
overwhelmed after visiting
the Kuleshwar Nath
Mahadev temple situated
at Sangam beach and other
foreign tourists accompa-
nying her took blessings
from the saints and took a
tour of the entire fair area

on foot.
Stefan Joseph Maria,

Hildegard Relda, Christa,
Ulrika, Silkmaria, Lens,
Ulrich, who came from
Germany to the Kumbh
Mela with Regina Maria,
said that we have come to
Rajim for the first time. We
all have come to India to
see and understand the
spiritual and religious cul-
ture of India and is influ-

enced by culturehere . She
said that we also went to
Assam, Sikkim and
Calcutta, it was good to
meet the people. But the
cordiality with which the
people of Chhattisgarh
welcomed us in a tradition-
al manner is a special expe-
rience for us.

The German tourist
group took blessings from
Lord Rajeev Lochan, Shri
Kuleshwarnath Mahadev
and Sant Samagam in
Rajim. Apart from this,
they also met Naga
Sadhus. During this time,
there was a huge crowd of
people who came to visit
the fair to take photo-
graphs and selfies. These
tourists also enjoyed them-
selves and got themselves
photographed with the
group of people present.

Rajim Kumbh’s fame is spreading across the world: Maria
Tourists from
Germany said
‘Namaste Rajim’

Raipur, Mar 08:
Junior National
W e i g h t l i f t i n g
C h a m p i o n
Bhawesh Sarang
has been selected
in the Indian Army
from the Sports Kota
to the post of Hawaldar.

According to the infor-
mation received, Bhawesh
was selected on the basis
of the recently held trials
at Pune-based Army
Sports Institute. He lifted
135 Kg in Snatch and 170
Kg in Clean & Jerk event
with the total weight of
305 Kgs. On the basis of

the above perform-
ance and comple-
tion of essential
formalities, he has
been selected to the
post of Hawaldar
in Indian Army.

Bhawesh is presently
undertaking training at
Jai Satnam Vyamshaha
Raipur and has already
won a gold and a bronze
medal in the Junior
National championship
while representing
Chhattisgarh.

Office-bearers have 
congratulated him on his
above achievement.

Weightlifting champion Bhawesh
Sarang selected in Indian Army

SPORTS
ROUND-UP

Jagdalpur, Mar 08:
Forest Minister Kedar
Kashyap termed the con-
tinuous killing of BJP
leaders in Naxalite inci-
dents as extremely seri-
ous. He said that efforts
will be made to ensure that
such incidents do not hap-
pen. Target killing is not
big or small, everyone is
equal. Our big leaders
have sacrificed their lives.
On the plans of the state
BJP government, Kashyap
said that we are fulfilling
the promises made to the
public, every guarantee of
Modiji will be fulfilled.
Minister Kedar Kashyap,
while retorting to the
statement of PCC Chief
Deepak Baij, said that the
Congress State President
should first take care of
his own family. Fearing
certain defeat in the Lok
Sabha elections, they are
unable to decide who
should be made the scape-
goat. Regarding the ad-
vance strategy including
saluting Mahtari and re-
leasing many schemes,
Minister Kedar Kashyap
said that this is not an elec-
tion strategy. It has been
decided to fulfill the prom-
ises and guarantees given
to the people, be it Mahtari
Vandan or payment of Rs
3100 to the farmer, we are

fulfilling this resolution
within 100 days. Congress
is out of the electoral bat-
tle. On the statement of
Congress State President
Deepak Baij, Kashyap said
that with whom is the re-
sentment, what is it?
Deepak Baij will be able to
tell that he is not able to
handle his family. Kawasi
Lakma is not able to han-
dle Mohan Markam. They
are not able to decide who
should be made the scape-
goat.

Regarding the Naxalite
incident, Minister Kedar
Kashyap said that the inci-
dent that has just hap-
pened and it is sad. Efforts
will be made to ensure that
such incidents are not re-
peated. All these are being
taken care of.

Where it seems there is
a target killing situation.
Like the incident hap-
pened in Pakhanjoor and
the culprit has come for-
ward. Investigation action
will be taken against him.
The target is not big or
small, all are equal, our
big leaders have made 
sacrifices.

Murder of BJP leaders is
very serious: Kashyap

Central Chronicle News

Dantewada, Mar 08:
Chief Minister Vishnu
Deo Sai is on a one-day
visit to Dantewada on the
occasion of International
Women’s Day. Upon his
arrival, he offered
prayers to Maa
Danteshwari, the revered

goddess of Bastar, ex-
tending his wishes for
the happiness, prosperity,
and well-being of the
state’s people.

MLA Chaitram Atami,
MLA Chitrakote Vinayak
Goyal along with Bastar
Commissioner Shyam
Dhawde, IG Bastar Range
Sundarraj P.,

Commissioner Public
Relations Mayank
Srivastava, Collector
Mayank Chaturvedi,
Superintendent of Police
Gaurav Rai, District
Panchayat CEO Kumar
Bishwaranjan, and dis-
trict administration offi-
cials were also present on
the occasion.

CM Sai offer prayers to Maa
Danteshwari in Dantewada

CM pays tribute to late
Shri Dilip Singh Judev 
OOnn  hhiiss  bbiirrtthh  aannnniivveerrssaarryy

Raipur, Mar 08: Chief
Minister Vishnu Deo Sai
paid floral tributes to the
portrait of former MP and
Union Minister Late Shri
Dilip Singh Judev on his
birth anniversary, at his
residence on Friday.

Chief Minister Sai stat-
ed, “Late Shri Judev was
my political guide. Today,
my political life is dedicated
to him. It was his wish that
I should become the Chief
Minister of Chhattisgarh.
It is my good fortune that
his blessings came to
fruition today. Late Shri
Judev always fought for
tribal rights; he always
struggled to preserve
‘Sanatan’ values. Following
in his footsteps, the
Chhattisgarh Government
is working determinedly
for tribal welfare and estab-
lishing good governance in
the state.”

Revenue Minister Tank
Ram Verma, Priyamvada
Singh Judev and Om
Prakash Sinha were also
present.

BJP’s Kisan
Mahasammelan only
political gimmick and
show off: Cong
RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaarr  0088::  Pradesh
Congress Committee (PCC)
has described BJP’s Kisan
Mahasammelan as a political
gimmick and show off. BJP can
never be farmer-friendly, PCC
spokesperson Dhananjay Singh
Thakur said.

BJP’s central government is
laying nails on the roads to
stop the farmers in Delhi and
water cannons and tear gas
shells are being released on
them, he said, adding that BJP
leaders are calling farmers
traitors. Under Modi govern-
ment, neither farmers are get-
ting fair prices for their crops
nor has their income doubled,
Thakur said. According to
Dhananjay Singh the problems
of farmers have increased
three times under the BJP gov-
ernment. Farmers have under-
stood this character of BJP, he
said, adding that farmers will
bring change in the Lok Sabha
elections this time.

BJP ‘Kisan
Mahakumbh’ today
RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaarr  0088:: Agriculture
Minister Ramvichar Netam
took stock of the preparations
for the  ‘Kisan Mahakumbh’
(Farmers Training Cum
Conference) program organ-
ised at the Science College
grounds in  Raipur on March 9
and gave necessary instruc-
tions to the officials.
Agriculture Minister Netam
said that our government is a
farmer friendly government
and is committed to the devel-
opment of farmers. 

There has been continuous
work towards empowering and
enriching the poor, women and
farmers by fulfilling the guar-
antees of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. 

Resolve to fulfill
Modi’s guarantee in
100 days, will fulfill
every promise



CM Sai extends 
Rs 1 lakh aid to Jawan

Narendra Kumar
RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaarr  0088::  "On October
12, 2017, our unit set out on a
patrol in Rajouri-Poonch, an
area characterized by rough
mountain terrain. Suddenly,
we found ourselves ambushed
by hidden terrorists, triggering
intense gunfire. Swiftly, we re-
taliated, managing to kill one
terrorist. Tragically, we lost our
comrades in an IED blast. I sus-
tained a gunshot wound on the
head, resulting in the partial
detachment of a section of my
skull. Even now, my head re-
mains tilted to one side", said
Jawan Shri Narendra Kumar.
Emotionally moved by Shri
Narendra's trembling recollec-
tion, Chief Minister Shri Sai ex-
pressed deep empathy and ad-
miration for his courage.
Promising immediate financial
aid of Rs one lakh, Shri Sai af-
firmed the state's unwavering
support for its brave soilders. 
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IGNTU celebrated International Women’s Day
Central Chronicle News

Ambikapur, Mar 08:
Indira Gandhi National
Tribal University
(IGNTU), celebrated
International Women's
Day and it was organized
by the Gender Studies
Cell and Sheel Mandal of
the Indira Gandhi
National Tribal
University, Amarkantak
under the able leadership
of V-C Prof. Prakash Mani
Tripathi.

On this occasion Vice
Chancellor Prof.
Shriprakash Mani
Tripathi congratulated
everyone on International
Women's Day and said
that women are worthy of
worship. If there is a
woman then there is soci-
ety. The respect for

women has been under-
lined by giving examples
from religious texts rang-
ing from Buddha to
Hindus. India is a coun-
try where women have
been called goddesses and
revered since ancient
times. The program start-
ed with Maa Saraswati
puja and Kulageet, after
which Professor Poonam
Sharma welcomed all the
guests.

After this, Dr. Neelam
Chaur, who came from
Chitrakoot University,
told that India is the
leader in the world where
women are respected,
America is one such
country. Where men have
the highest salaries and
women have very few fa-
cilities whereas in our
India there is no differ-

ence between men and
women. Prof. Vaidehi
Daptardar, who came to
the program from
Mumbai, called upon
women to move forward.

She said that along
with the Central
Government, govern-
ment and private banks
are also running many
schemes. Therefore earn-
ing money is not a diffi-
cult task. We just have to
awaken our will power
and step out of the four
walls of the house.

President of Shri Sheel
Mandal, Sheela Tripathi
said in her address that
women do not work only
within the four walls of
the house, but their area
is both inside and outside
the house. God has made
an indelible signature by

creating the work of
woman.

With the cooperation of
the members of Shri
Sheel Mandal, a wave of
development has spread
in this tribal area. Here
all the tribal women are
working not only at home

but also outside the home.
Professor Chandrakala
Padia, present in the form
of seed time, said that the
coming time in India is of
youth and among these
youth, the number of
women is going to be
highest who will usher in

the bright future of the
country.

Professor Poonam
Tandon (Vice Chancellor
Deendayal Upadhyay
University, Gorakhpur),
present as the chief guest,
said in her address that
women are not dependent
on any post, they can do
all the work even while
staying at home, which
other women do by stay-
ing at the post or at home.

He congratulated the
President of Shri Sheel
Mandal, Sheela Tripathi
and her workers, saying
that awakening the spirit
of development and edu-
cation in this tribal area
is indeed a difficult task,
which has been done well
by this NGO.

The biggest reason for
women being backward is

the women themselves,
they avoid moving them-
selves forward.

At the conclusion of the
program, vote of thanks
was given by Dr. Shikha
Banerjee and the tribal
women from the area
were honoured for their
work by the guests on the
dais. The program was
conducted by Dr. Poonam
Pandey.

On this occasion, sen-
ior professors of the uni-
versity, Professor
Awadhesh Shukla,
Professor Alok Shrotriya,
Professor Murthy
(Registrar), Professor P.K.
Samal, Officer on Special
Duty Dr. Vijay Nath
Mishra and all the aca-
demic, non-academic offi-
cers and employees of the
university were present.

IIM Raipur hosts 6th BRICS Development & Governance conference
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Mar 08: Indian
Institute of Management
(IIM) Raipur concludes its
6th International
Conference on
Development and
Governance in the BRICS
on March 8th, 2024. The
conference served as a
platform for intellectual
discourse, knowledge
sharing, and innovative
solutions to address gover-
nance challenges faced by
the BRICS nations.

With a focus on sustain-
able development, digiti-
zation, and ethical leader-
ship, the event brought to-
gether academics, public
and private sector leaders,
and visionaries to engage
in profound dialogues to
promote prosperity, inclu-
sivity, and sustainability
in the BRICS nations.

The conference reflects
IIM Raipur's ongoing com-
mitment to advancing aca-
demic excellence and con-
tributing to the develop-
ment of future leaders.

The second day wit-
nessed a panel discussion
that revolved around the
theme of "Governance in
the Times of Global
Turmoil," moderated by
Prof. Suresh Babu, IIT
Madras. During the panel
discussion, Shri
Himanshu Shekhar
Mishra, Senior Editor at
NDTV India, emphasized
the pressing need for coor-
dinated global action on
climate change.

Providing alarming sta-
tistics, his insights
stressed the crucial role of
collaborations within
BRICS to tackle climate-
induced challenges effec-
tively. Prof. N R
Bhanumurthy, Vice-
Chancellor of BASE
University, Bangalore, em-
phasized India's savings
leadership and highlight-
ed the New Development
Bank's role in addressing
post-COVID challenges,
advocating for global col-
laboration and knowl-
edge-sharing.

Prof. C P G Tapscott,

University of the
Western Cape,
South Africa, em-
phasized the need
for BRICS to reform
financial institu-
tions for a new glob-
al order, acknowl-
edging its evolving
structure with new
members. He under-
scored the impor-
tance of staying rel-
evant and connected
with existing mem-
bers.

Prof. Alexey G
B a r a b a s h e v ,
National Research
University, Russia,
focusing on re-
source concentra-
tion, discussed
Russia's financial
sanctions and advocated
for promoting tourism
within the BRICS frame-
work. Prof. V.C.
Vivekanandan, Vice-
Chancellor at HNLU, pro-
vided insights on various
dimensions and their rele-
vance to the broader
themes discussed in the

context of BRICS.
Ms. Arti Ahuja,

Secretary to Govt. of
India, Labour &
Employment, delivered a
keynote address on inno-
vation in the BRICS pub-
lic sector, focusing on so-
cial protection and securi-
ty. She discussed India's

social protection cover-
age, citing various wel-
fare schemes and the chal-
lenges, such as privacy
concerns with Aadhar.

The final panel discus-
sion themed "Governance
and Entrepreneurship"
followed, with Dr. M R
Madhavan, President and

co-founder of PRS
Legislative Research, em-
phasized the rise of entre-
preneurship in the serv-
ice sector post-91 reforms,
while Dr. Pushpinder
Puniha (IRS retd.),
Financial Advisor to
BCCI highlighted the im-
portance of learning from

others and community
participation in enhanc-
ing welfare indices.

Dr. Ashish Desai,
Advisor, Open Network
for Digital Commerce- a
Govt. of India Initiative,
discussed entrepreneur-
ship, particularly the chal-
lenges faced by entrepre-
neurs and the need for col-
laborative innovation and
support, especially for
women entrepreneurs. He
emphasized the impor-
tance of access to finan-
cial and market re-
sources.

Prof. Prem Singh (IAS
retd.), IIM Raipur, a re-
tired IAS officer, dis-
cussed the relationship
between the government
and entrepreneurs, stress-
ing the need for mutual
respect and support, con-
sidering entrepreneurs as
soldiers contributing to
society's welfare.

The panel discussion
followed a distinguished
award ceremony, provid-
ing the Best Paper Award.
In addition, participation

certificates were be-
stowed upon all attendees,
symbolizing the commit-
ment to fostering academ-
ic collaboration.

The conference, marked
by intellectual vigor and
insightful discussions,
was summarized elo-
quently by Prof. Satyasiba
Das, Dean External at IIM
Raipur. Prof. Ms. Pooja
Beria, a prominent mem-
ber of the Board of
Governors at IIM Raipur,
expressed gratitude to all
participants, speakers,
and organizers for their
invaluable contributions.

In her vote of thanks,
Ms. Beria highlighted the
collaborative spirit that
defined the conference,
underscoring the insti-
tute's dedication to pro-
moting academic excel-
lence and fostering a vi-
brant scholarly communi-
ty. The event's success was
attributed to the collective
efforts of everyone in-
volved, marking it as a
memorable and impactful
occasion for IIM Raipur.

Swami Atmanand Eco
Club launches ‘Save

Bird Campaign’

Raipur, Mar 08: The
Swami Atmanand "Eco
Club" of Shaumavi-Lalpur
has launched a spirited
"Save Bird Campaign" to
address the plight of our
avian friends during the
scorching heat. Led by pas-
sionate students and dedi-
cated teachers, this cam-
paign aims to raise aware-
ness about the importance
of protecting birds and
their habitats.

Principal Anjulata
Saraswat, speaking at the
program held at Swami
Atmanand Government
Higher Secondary School,
Lalpur (Raipur), empha-
sized the dire need to pro-
vide water and food to
birds, especially during
times of water scarcity.
Students, dressed as sym-
bolic representations of
birds, fervently urged the
public to join hands in
safeguarding these vulner-
able creatures.

M.Ed. student teacher
Rakesh Kumar Rajak
highlighted the invaluable
contributions of birds to
our ecosystem, underscor-
ing the interconnected-
ness of all living beings.
Echoing the sentiment,
B.Ed. student teacher
Parvati Dhruv pro-
claimed, "Service to birds
is service to God," empha-
sizing the moral impera-
tive of protecting wildlife.

The event saw enthusi-
astic participation from
students, as B.Ed. student

teacher Hemdhar Sahu led
chants of "Save Birds,
Save Birds," rallying sup-
port for tree planting ini-
tiatives to provide shelter
for birds. Concerns were
raised about the threats
posed by air traffic and ra-
diation from mobile tow-
ers, underscoring the ur-
gent need for conservation
efforts.

Principal Anjulata
Saraswat, in a symbolic
gesture, distributed sugar-
canes to children, encour-
aging them to pledge their
commitment to bird con-
servation. The atmosphere
was filled with hope and
determination as B.Ed stu-
dent teacher Hemdhar
Sahu sang a song "Fur-fur
karte neel-gagan mein,
hum panchhi kahalate
hai-- Hamen bachaon,
hamen bachaon, aaj ham
chillate hain-aaj ham
chillate hai.."  and stu-
dents spreading their
arms like wings, symboliz-
ing their dedication to pre-
serving Earth's rich avian
heritage.

The success of the "Save
Bird Campaign" wouldn't
have been possible with-
out the dedication of
teachers and staff. Their
tireless efforts, alongside
the enthusiastic participa-
tion of students, have
made a significant impact
in fostering environmen-
tal consciousness and
compassion towards our
feathered friends.

There is unparalleled joy in serving patients: Sai

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Mar 08: Chief
Minister  Vishnu Deo Sai
was presented with the
key of an ambulance by
the Chhattisgarh Cement
Transport Welfare
Association at his resi-
dence on the occasion of
the late Shri Dilip Singh
Judev's birth anniversary.
Reflecting on the day, the

Chief Minister remi-
nisced about his associa-
tion with the late Shri
Judev, highlighting the in-
valuable lessons he
learned, particularly in
humility and dedication to
public service.

"I learned humility from
the late Dilip Singh Judev,"
Chief Minister Sai re-
marked, "His deep com-
mitment to service contin-
ues to inspire me. There's
unparalleled joy in serv-
ing patients, which has
been the cornerstone of
my political journey."

Recounting his efforts in
securing medical assis-
tance for the needy, Chief
Minister Sai stated, "In
just one year of my term
as a state minister, I ap-
pealed to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for Rs 12
cr from the Prime

Minister's Relief Fund to
facilitate patient treat-
ments. During Dr Raman
Singh's tenure, I relentless-
ly pursued medical aid for
patients, a mission that
brought immense satisfac-
tion."

Extending his greetings
on Mahashivratri and
International Women's

Day, Chief Minister Sai
also paid tributes to the
late Dilip Singh Judev
highlighting Judev's piv-
otal role in shaping his po-
litical career.

"Shri Judev has been my
political guru. His guid-
ance in politics, humility,
and worker relations has
been invaluable. I express

my gratitude to the associ-
ation for their contribu-
tion towards patient wel-
fare", he said.

In addition, Chief
Minister Sai shared the
story of a truck driver af-
flicted with a tumor post-
accident. "Upon learning
of his plight, I ensured his
treatment at Delhi AIIMS,
where the doctors re-
moved his 16 kg tumor,
saying that this is a first-
of-its-kind case", he said.

Highlighting Prime
Minister Modi's visionary
leadership, CM Sai stated
"Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's idea is to make our
country the world's guru
again, to call this country
a 'Sone ki Chidiya' again,
and to realize the dream of
a developed India. Efforts
in this direction are also
proving fruitful.

Before 2014, our coun-
try's economy was at 11th
place, in these 10 years it
has come to 5th place, and
in the next 5 years, it will
be at the third place. A de-
veloped India necessitates
a developed Chhattisgarh,
requiring contributions
from every citizen."

Addressing the gather-
ing, Revenue Minister
Tank Ram Verma com-
mended the noble initia-
tive, mentioning the im-
portance of collective ef-
forts in serving the under-
privileged.

MLA Guru Kushwant
Sahib, Anuj Sharma, Ram
Pratap Singh and office
bearers of the association
were also present on the
occasion. During this,
Chairman Anjay Shukla
led the conduct of the
stage during the event.

Chhattisgarh
Cement Transport
Welfare Association
(CCTWA) presents
ambulance key to
CM
Sai expresses grati-
tude for Late Shri
Judev’s mentorship

HNLU celebrates Int’nl  Women’s day with webinar 
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Mar 08: The
Hidayatullah National
Law University celebrat-
ed the International
Women's Day by organis-
ing a Webinar/ Online
Panel Discussion on the
theme- Financial
Literacy: A
Quintessential for
Women Empowerment.

The Panel discussion
had Prof
V.C.Vivekanandan, Vice
Chancellor of HNLU ob-
serving "financial litera-
cy for women is a corner-
stone of not only person-
al financial health but
also broader economic
stability and gender
equality.

By investing in finan-
cial education and re-
sources for women, soci-
eties can ensure that
women are equipped to
make informed decisions
that benefit themselves,

their families, and
their communi-
ties".

The panel had
Laxmi Narayan
Sahu, Chief man-
ager, SBI re-
marked, "the im-
portance of finan-
cial literacy in-
cludes  small sav-
ings and deposit-
ing them in bank
accounts brings
safe returns by
way of interest.

The key meas-
ures he highlight-
ed were to a) record ex-
penses, b) create a budg-
et, and c) automate sav-
ings which would allow
greater accountability
and ease of keeping
track.

He also mentioned the
importance of cutting
down non-essential ex-
penses, checking better
insurance rates, adjust-
ing tax holdings, and

being disciplined.
"The second panelist

R a m a k r i s h n a n
Paryirath observed that
"the insurance policies
are more than invest-
ments as they secure the
individuals and their de-
pendents to mitigate the
future uncertain risks in
emergencies, enable fi-
nancial independence
and ensure security for

women." 
Kushboo Raichura,

Chartered Accountant
stated that "the SIP in
mutual funds for long
term are beneficial and
least risky. She focussed
on the scope for women
in capital markets and
importance in financial
literacy.

She concluded by ex-
plaining that there are

currently 80 mil-
lion unique ac-
counts, and that
the capital mar-
ket is also a field
that women
should consider
for long-term and
short-term fi-
nances

The object of
the program is to
develop knowl-
edge and aware-
ness about sav-
ings and money
m a n a g e m e n t ,
however small or

big savings it may be is
the need of the hour.
Instead of keeping
money in the grain con-
tainers, the women need
to put their savings in
different saving schemes
to increase it.

The well attended
event with Dr. Y. Papa
Rao welcoming the gath-
ering and Dr. Avinash
Samal delivering the

vote of thanks.
The event was organ-

ized by the Centre for
Banking and Insurance
Laws of the School of
Law and Business along
with Centre for Law and
Human Rights & Centre
for Law and Economics
of the School for Law
and Humanities. The
Panel discussion was
conceptualized by Dr.
Kiran Kori and Dr. Y.
Papa Rao assisted by Dr.
Eritriya Roy.

Under the patronage of
Prof. (Dr.) V. C.
Vivekanandan, Vice
Chancellor of the
University, the program
is organised by different
Centres at HNLU namely
Centre for Banking and
Insurance Laws, Centre
for Law and Human
Rights and Centre for
Law and Economics to-
gether. The program was
held online on March 7
from 4:30 pm to 6:30 pm.
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Khairagarh, Mar 08:

The Khairagarh-
Chhuikhadan-Gandai
(KCG) district is set to be-
come a Vyapam examina-
tion center, marking a sig-
nificant milestone in the
region's educational land-
scape.

The district administra-
tion initiated the proposal
for this designation, high-
lighting its commitment to
enhancing educational op-
portunities and accessibil-
ity for local residents.
Collector Chandrakant
Verma engaged in discus-
sions with Chhattisgarh
Vyapam Chairman Manoj
Kumar Pingua to facilitate
the conduct of entrance,
recruitment, and eligibili-
ty examinations within
the district.

Last year, on May 17,
2023, the District
Administration forwarded
a consent letter to the
Controller of
Chhattisgarh Professional

Examination Board, ap-
pointing Deputy Collector
Tankeshwar Prasad Sahu
as the nodal officer and
Rani Rashmi Devi College
as the coordinator for ex-
amination logistics.
Principal in-charge
Jitendra Kumar
Sankhare's name was pro-

posed for overseeing the
administration of these
examinations conducted
by Chhattisgarh Vyapam.

Assuring Collector
Chandrakant Verma,
Vyapam Chairman
Pingua affirmed that the
application process for the
board examinations is cur-

rently underway. He fur-
ther indicated that KCG
district will be considered
as an examination center
option for future examina-
tions conducted by the
Chhattisgarh Professional
Examination Board. This
assurance underscores the
commitment of Vyapam to
expand access to educa-
tional opportunities
across the region.

The establishment of an
examination center with-
in the district is poised to
provide convenience and
relief to local candidates.
With the center's opening,
examinees will no longer
endure the burden of trav-
elling to distant districts
or bearing excessive trans-
portation costs to under-
take examinations. This
development reflects a
concerted effort to allevi-
ate logistical barriers and
promote equal access to
educational assessments
for all residents of KCG
district.

KCG will soon get status of Vyapam
examination center: Collector

Dalli-Rajhara, Mar 08:

The journalists from
Dalli-Rajhara and block
area of Chikhlakasa sit on
dharna outside Rajhara
thana on intervening
night of Wednesday and
Thursday for not taking
unbiased action against
the accused for attack on
city's respected correspon-
dent A. Pillai R/o
Chiklakasa. Finally the SP
SR Bhagat, City SP Dr
Chitra Verma and officers
taking the seriousness of
the situation, filed non-
bailable case against the
accused Harwinder Singh
Bhatia and Dilraj Singh
Bhatia for making life-
threatening attack on A.
Pillai and after this the at-
mosphere in city turned
relaxed.

Case under section
307 of IPC filed against
the two

It was Wednesday
evening at around 5:45
pm, the complainant
Ajjyan Pillai along with
accused Harwinder Singh
and his son Dilraj Sing
Bhatia entered into some
verbal controversy over
issues related to culvert
construction in the mid-
dle of ward No. 11 and 13
and this led to physical
fight between the two
near JD Office. This is
issue after the meeting in

the presence of other cor-
porators as well. When
Pillai was approaching
thana, again he was scold-
ed and physically pulled
near Chana Ground and
threatened him of dire
consequences. Here
Dilraj Singh attacked
Pillai on his head with his
steel 'kada' and casused
him serious injuries.

Seeing the seriousness
of the injury, Pillai was
sent to the Governemnt

Hospital Chikhlakasa for
medical examination and
seeing seriousness of the
injury he was further re-
ferred to District Hospital
Balod. It was based upon
complaint by the victim, a
case under section 294,
506 B, 325 and 34 of IPC
was filed against the two
and during investigation
the police found the case
to be serious and a case
under section 307 of IPC
was also added against
them.

Seeing serioiusness of
the case, as per direction
by the SP SR Bhagat and
under guidance of Addl
SP Sushil Nayak of
District Balod and City
SP Dr Chitra Verma, TI
Rajhara Sunil Tirki and
staff nabbed the two ac-
cused within 24 hrs and
produced them in the
Court and sent them to
jail.

Two accused in attack 
on correspondent sent to jail

After dharna by Rajhara and block Journalists outside Rajhara thana

Dongargaon, Mar 08: 

Despite ongoing efforts
to enhance infrastructure
and equipment at
Dongargaon's community
health center, the hospital
continues to grapple with
a critical shortage of spe-
cialist doctors, leaving pa-
tients and officials alike
frustrated.

The hospital, situated in
the block headquarters,
has struggled to fill essen-
tial medical positions for
several years, with the ab-
sence of a Block Medical
Officer exacerbating oper-
ational challenges.
Notably, vacant positions
for medical officers, spe-
cialist physicians, gynecol-

ogists, surgeons, anesthe-
siologists, and orthopedic
specialists have remained
unfilled, hindering the de-
livery of crucial health-
care services to the com-
munity.

Dr. Ragini Chandre,
holding the dual roles of
Medical Officer and Block
Medical Officer in-charge,
is among the few medical
professionals serving at
the hospital. However, the
absence of specialist doc-
tors and support staff has
placed immense pressure
on the existing healthcare

workforce, impacting pa-
tient care and morale.

Furthermore, concerns
have been raised regard-
ing the monitoring of
contract doctors, with in-

stances of prolonged ab-
sences going unchecked.
Dr. Vijay Meshram's ab-
sence from duty for the
past 10 months highlights
systemic issues in ensur-

ing accountability and
oversight of medical per-
sonnel. Patients lament
the decline in healthcare
services, reminiscing
about a time when
Dongargaon Hospital
boasted renowned spe-
cialist doctors who per-
formed major surgeries.
However, in recent years,
the hospital has regret-
tably transformed into a
referral center, under-
scoring the urgent need
for medical staffing re-
forms. The absence of
doctors at community
and primary health cen-
ters compounds the chal-
lenges faced by patients,
often resulting in unnec-
essary referrals to distant

facilities. Addressing this
issue requires proactive
measures, including im-
proved monitoring mech-
anisms and greater uti-
lization of healthcare re-
sources.

Moreover, the underuti-
lization of the old hospi-
tal building, currently
housing an Ayurvedic
hospital, raises questions
about resource allocation
and service accessibility.

Patients express dissat-
isfaction with the limited
availability of doctors
and the lack of evening
healthcare services, urg-
ing authorities to opti-
mize the facility's poten-
tial to meet community
needs effectively.

Shortage of doctors plagues Dongargaon hospital
● Absence of 

specialist doctors
raises concerns

Dhamdha, Mar 08: 

The Chief Minister
Kanya Vivah Yojana, a
flagship welfare scheme of
the state, turned into a
scene of chaos in
Dhamdha, highlighting or-
ganizational shortcom-
ings and leaving benefici-
aries disillusioned.

The Integrated Child
Development Project
Department in Dhamdha
organized the event at the
local agricultural produce
market, where beneficiar-
ies gathered from early
morning in anticipation of
the mass marriage cere-
mony. However, organiza-
tional lapses marred the
proceedings, with benefici-
aries enduring a lack of
basic amenities and sub-
standard food. Reports in-
dicate that beneficiaries, who arrived as early as 9 o'clock in the morning,

were left without access to
water or breakfast
throughout the day.
Amidst the chaos, the
bride and groom were pa-
raded around, adding to
the discomfort of atten-
dees. It wasn't until late af-
ternoon, at 4 o'clock, that

beneficiaries were provid-
ed with a meager meal
consisting of only two veg-
etables and rice, lacking in
quality and nutrition.

When we spoke to the
beneficiaries regarding

this issue, they informed
us that despite arriving at
9 am, they were instructed
to have breakfast at their
own expense. Additionally,
there was no provision for
water, leaving them with
no choice but to consume
food in unhygienic condi-

tions, seated at a dirty
place. When the benefici-
aries raised their con-
cerns with Chhaya Singh,
the project officer oversee-
ing the program, they
were met with dismissive
and confrontational re-
sponses. Singh forcefully
argued that if they wanted
to eat, they should eat, in-
sisting that everyone was
consuming the provided
food.

The beneficiaries were
further belittled and told
that they were villagers
who didn't know how to
eat. Eventually, they were
each given Rs. 100 on the
spot, and the program pro-
ceeded. Despite repeated
attempts to contact
District Project Officer
Ajay Sharma regarding
this matter, the calls went
unanswered.

Chaos mars CM Kanya Vivah Yojana in Dhamdha

Allegations of scheme mismanagement
According to sources, there have been instances of negligence in
the implementation of several government schemes. Allegedly,
funds are withdrawn through fake bills, and programs are merely
shown on paper without proper execution. Recently, during the C-
SAM training program, no arrangements were made, yet funds were
allegedly withdrawn fraudulently. Furthermore, public welfare
schemes like Poshan Pakhwada, Vajan Tyohar, and Mahila Jagrti
Shivir are reportedly not being implemented as intended. It remains
to be seen how long the district administration will take disciplinary
action against officers accused of misusing government schemes.

Korba, Mar 08: 

The team of
Chhattisgarh State
Electricity Regulatory
Commission (CSERC),
Raipur, visited the
Hasdev Thermal Power
Station (HTPS), Korba
West located at K Darri
and it concluded on Mar
07.

On this occasion, in the
program organized at
Hasdev Thermal Power
Station (HTPS), Executive
Director (Production) of
the plant, Sanjay Sharma,
Chairman CSERC by
Chief Engineer and spe-
cial guests Dinesh Lamba
(Head of IT Department,
BSES, Rajdhani Power
Limited), Naresh
Agrawal, Mahesh
Chauhan and Vinod Kapil
(Retired Vice President,
Jal Vidyut Nigam, Delhi)
under the leadership of
Hemant Verma were hon-
ored with a gift.

Thereafter, on the occa-
sion of National Safety
Week, Hemant Verma ad-
ministered the oath to the

officers and employees
present in the auditorium
to ensure strict compli-
ance with the safety
norms at the workplace
and to make others
aware, inspire and en-
courage them for this.

The chief guest of the

program, Hemant Verma,
praised the efforts of
Chhattisgarh State Power
Generation Company to
ensure availability of
electricity at low cost to
the consumers of the
state by achieving top po-
sition in comparison to

other state power sector
companies on power pro-
ductivity, plant load fac-
tor and other parameters.

While appreciating, the
work of Hasdev Thermal
Power Station (HTPS),
Korba West was especial-
ly praised. Also, the team
of Electricity Regulatory
Commission stressed the
need to provide better fa-
cilities to the consumers
by bringing qualitative
improvement in the field
of electricity generation,
distribution and trans-
mission through efficient
application of informa-
tion technology, automa-
tion and smart meters.

After which Hasdev
Bango Hydropower
House was inspected by
the Electricity Regulatory
Commission.

On this occasion, the
plant management pro-
vided information to the
Commission's team about
the current production
capacity of the power
company and future pro-
posed projects in the field
of hydel power.

Works of HTPS appreciated by the CSERC team

Khairagarh, Mar 08:

In two different cases,
police nabbed two persons
carrying illicit liquor and
they seized  55 quarter
bottles of liquor and two
IMFL bottles from their
possession. It is as per in-
structions bythe senior
police officers for strict
action against gambling,
illicit sale of liquor and
sale of 'drugs' that the po-
lice team  under leader-
ship of TI Chuikhadan
Shivshankar Gendale

nabbed two accused
Goukaran S/o Samliya
Sahu (32), R/o
Masulgondi Thaan
Parpodi Bemetara
District with 30 quarter
bottles of country liquor
from a cloth bags in his
bike bearing No. CG
043091 with total of 5.400
bulk lts worth Rs 2400 and
a case  under section 34 (2)
of Excise Act was filed
against him.

In the same way in an-
other incident, another
accused Mukesh Verma
S/o Ramesh Verma (23),
R/o Kusmi, Thana
Chuikhadan District KCG
was nabbed with 25 quar-
ter bottles of country
plain liquor and 2 sealed
Goa IMFL worth Rs 2800
and a case  under section
34 (2) of Excise Act was
filed against him.

In this action, SI BR
Sinha, ASI Sauvan
Verma, Vinod POrte and
Amit Shriwas played an
important role.

Two nabbed with 55
quarter bottles of

country plain liquor 

KKoorrbbaa,,  MMaarr  0088:: Sarit Maheshwari
has assumed charge as Project
Head of NTPC Korba Korba. Sarit
Maheshwari, Chief General
Manager, NTPC Korba has taken
over the charge of Korba Super
Thermal Power Station as Head
of Project with effect from 04
March 2024.  Maheshwari joined
NTPC Limited as a Graduate
Engineer Trainee in 1990 and has
about 34 years of experience
with NTPC and has previously
worked in other NTPC Units like
Dadri, Talcher Thermal, Talcher
Kaniha, Meja apart from the

Corporate Centre. 
Maheshwari is and experienced
technocrat and a seasoned
Power Professional having rich
and vivid experience in
Operation and Maintenance of
both coal and gas based stations.
He has exposure of working at
Corporate centre in Fuel
Management, Gas sourcing and
Operation Services. He is a
Mechanical Engineer and has
also pursued his M. Tech. in
Power Generation Technology
from IIT, Delhi and MBA in
Marketing Management.
Maheshwari has contributed to
the Company with his wide and
vivid knowledge and experience.
Now, as the Head of Project,
NTPC Korba, he aims to work in
line with fulfilling hopes and
aspirations of internal and exter-
nal stakeholders of the company.

Sarit Maheshwari assumes charge
as Project Head NTPC Korba

JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  MMaarr  0088::  More than 15
devotees from Kilepal of the dis-
trict were going to Shiv Temple in
Chitrakote in an auto on the
occasion of Mahashivratri.
Meanwhile, on Friday 2 pm, a
woman along with two innocent
children died after their auto
overturned at Garda Ghat and 10
other auto riders have been
injured. The injured in this acci-
dent have been brought to Mecos
for treatment, where their treat-
ment is ongoing.

According to the information
received from the police, auto
driver Pawan took more than 15
passengers in his auto from
places other than Kilepal, includ-
ing Surdi 40 years, Kado 44 years,
Shyamlal 35 years, Pushpa 15
years, Shyambati 35 years,
Dashrath 30 years, Samaru 36
year, Ramuram 45 years, Mukesh
10 years, Sangeeta 25 years and

other passengers in the auto and
took them to visit the Shiva tem-
ple in Chitrakote. Meanwhile, the
auto started running at high
speed down the slope at Garda
Ghat, due to more passengers
than its capacity, the auto could
not halt even after applying of
brake and the auto overturned at
the Ghat. 

In this accident, three people
traveling in the auto, including
two innocent children and a
woman, have died. While 10
other people were injured, they
were first taken to Bade Kilepal
Hospital with the help of 108 for
treatment, from there they were
referred to Mecos. On receiving
information about the incident, a
team from Kodenar police station
and Lohandiguda police station
reached the spot and made
arrangements to take the injured
to the hospital.

Auto loaded with devotees turns
turtle, 3 killed, 10 other injured

RRaajjiimm,,  MMaarr  0088:: On the 13th day of
the Rajim Kumbh Kalp Mela, in
the cultural platform for the
local artists, the first presenta-
tion of 'Manas Prasang' by
Mamta Sen and group from
Bhaismundi and enthralled the
audience. 

Lokram Sahu from Jamgaon
presented descrpition of Lord
Shri Ram during his childhood
period. Chandrahas Sahu of
Semra performed Raut Nritya
dressed in traditional style.
Mithilesh Gajendra of Bhatgaon
Dhamtari presented 'Manas
Bhajan'. Lekhapal Sahuof

Barbahra Gariyaband performed
'Bhajan Sandhya' and presented
'Mangal Bhajan' on 'Ram na
chale Hanuman ke bina...' and
created religious atmosphere.

In this he gave the messages
through songs to follow on the
path shown by Guru Ghasidas.
Kaushal Sahu through his
Laughter Show left people in
bouts of laughter. Neelkanth
Sahu of Bhatapara presented
musical instrument on 'Khanjeri'.
Sukun Sahu of Nandghat presnet
'jas geet and Sua geet'. Ganga
Prasad Sahu of Limitara per-
formed 'Lok Nacha'.

Rajim Kumbh acted as 
platform for local artists
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Tokyo, Mar 08 (PTI):

Highlighting India’s
leadership in the Global
South, External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar on
Friday said the 125 coun-
tries of the platform
placed their trust in India
and not in China which
skipped the two meetings
convened by India last
year to listen to their con-
cerns. Addressing the
Nikkei Forum on the
India-Japan partnership
here, India’s top diplomat
said that countries of the
Global South feel for each
other on several issues.

“On a lot of issues, these
countries feel for each
other. The feeling has been
intensified by COVID be-
cause many countries of
the Global South felt that
they were the last in the
line to get the vaccine.
They even felt at the time

when India became G20
President that their con-
cerns were not even on the
agenda of the G20.

“So we did last year two
meetings of the voice of
the Global South because
we wanted to listen to
these 125 countries and
then put before the G20 a
set of issues which were
the collective views of
these 125 countries.

Within Asia and Africa,
Global South is very popu-
lar in those continents.
They know exactly what is
happening, who’s speak-
ing up for them, and how

their issues are getting on
the table.

“They don’t think it is a
coincidence that it was
under the Indian presiden-
cy that the African Union,
which had long been
promised a seat in the G20,
got a seat. So the Global
South believes us,” he
said. “The two summits
which we convened last
year to listen to their con-
cerns, I don’t believe
China was present,”
Jaishankar said, referring
to 1st Voice of Global
South Summit 2023 held in
January and the 2nd Voice

of Global South Summit
in November last year.

The ties between India
and China nosedived sig-
nificantly following the
fierce clash in the Galwan
Valley in June 2020 that
marked the most serious
military conflict between
the two sides in decades.

About India’s relation-
ship with Russia and its
criticism of Moscow’s war
in Ukraine, he said:
“Sometimes in world poli-
tics, countries pick one
issue, one situation, one
principle and they high-
light it because it suits
them. But if one looks at
the principle itself, we in
India know better than al-
most any other country.

“Immediately after our
independence, we experi-
enced aggression, an effort
to change our boundaries
and even today parts of
India are occupied by an-
other country but we did
not see the world respond
saying, oh, there’s a great
principle involved and
therefore, let us all go with
India.

Global South believes in India: Jaishankar
China does not 
participate in voicing
their concerns

EXPLOSION IN GAZA STRIP

Smoke rises to the sky following an explosion in the Gaza Strip, as seen from southern Israel, Friday, March 8.

Kathmandu, Mar 08 (PTI):

About a million devo-
tees from Nepal and India
are expected to visit the
revered Pashupatinath
temple situated at the
bank of the holy Bagmati
River here on the occasion
of Mahashivratri to pay
homage to Lord Shiva on
Friday, authorities said.

Thousands of devotees
carrying flowers, incense,
rice and other offerings in
their devotion to the Lord
queued up around the
Pashupatinath temple for
hours since early morning
to have a view of Shiva
Linga. Lord Shiva or
Mahadeva is regarded as
one of the trinity responsi-
ble for the dissolution of
the world during pralaya.
Mahashivaratri is known
as the day when Shiva was
born. Officials at
Pashupati Area
Development Trust
(PADT) which is responsi-
ble for managing the af-

fairs of the temple esti-
mated that around one
million devotees will visit
the temple from early
morning till the night on
Mahashivratri.

Around 10 per cent of
the visitors are expected to
come from different parts
of India. Some 3,000 saints,
including naga babas,
have arrived at the temple
premises to pay homage to

Lord Pashupati during the
festival.

The Himalayas is
known as the abode of
Lord Shiva and in Nepal
there is a sizable number
of Shaivas whose main
deity is Lord Shiva.

The Lord, who is regard-
ed as auspicious and puri-
fied heart and known as
the deity to grant boon eas-
ily, is worshipped by both
Hindus as well as
Buddhists.

At night, people light
campfires at homes,
around temples and road
junctions and prepare food
items, including sweets, to
observe Shivaratri, the
night of Lord Shiva.

Pashupatinath temple
has been colourfully deco-
rated with lights, paper
fags and garlands during
the festival.

The PADT offered free
food, tea and water to
thousands of Sadhus com-
ing from both Nepal and
India.

About a million visitors expected to throng
Pashupatinath temple on Mahashivaratri

A devotee dressed as Lord
Shiva at the Pashupatinath
Temple on Mahashivaratri
festival, in Kathmandu,
Friday, March 8.

Kathmandu, Mar 08 (PTI):

Terming the scrapping of
the alliance between the
Nepali Congress and the
CPN (Maoist Centre) an “in-
ternal matter”, India has as-
sured Nepal that its policy
towards the Himalayan na-
tion remains unchanged fol-
lowing the formation of a
new government, the
Nepalese media reported on
Friday. India’s ambassador
to Nepal Naveen Srivastava
on Thursday separately met
Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister
Narayankaji Shrestha and
Finance Minister
Varshaman Pun and con-
veyed New Delhi’s stand on
the latest political develop-
ments in the Himalayan na-
tion, the reports said. An
Indian embassy spokesper-
son confirmed that the
Indian envoy separately

called on Foreign Minister
Shrestha and Finance
Minister Pun at their re-
spective offices without any
further comment. However,
media reports here said that
during the meeting with
Finance Minister Pun,
Srivastava said a “change in
the power equation in Nepal
is the country’s internal af-
fair”. Both the ministers
took the oath of office and
secrecy on Wednesday, and
Srivastava is the first for-
eign diplomat to meet and
congratulate them.
Srivastava conveyed to the
two ministers that India’s
policy towards Nepal re-
mains unchanged and con-
siders the political
changes in Nepal as its “in-
ternal matter”, amid spec-
ulation here that New
Delhi was not happy with
the dissolution of the al-
liance between the Nepali
Congress and the CPN
(Maoist Centre) and the for-
mation of the new coalition
between the CPN-UML and
the Maoist Centre.

India’s policy towards Nepal
remains unchanged

Assures envoy after
meeting top new
ministers

Washington, Mar 08 (PTI):

US President Joe Biden
delivered a feisty speech
on Thursday to defend his
policies before skeptical
voters in an election year
as he launched a vitriolic
attack on his Republican
rival Donald Trump who
he said was a “threat” to
democracy within the
country and globally.

Without taking the
name of Trump, Biden, a
Democrat, in his final
State of the Union
Address to the joint ses-
sion of the US Congress,
less than eight months
ahead of the presidential
elections, identified him
as “my predecessor”,
which he mentioned as
many as 13 times in his
speech that lasted for over
an hour.

Following Super
Tuesday primary con-
tests, it has become clear
that it will be a rematch of
2022 in the November 5,

2024 presidential elec-
tions.

Biden, 81, who is the
oldest American presi-
dent, slammed Trump, 77,
on several issues ranging
from his recent comment
on Russian President
Vladimir Putin, immigra-
tion, January 6 insurrec-
tion, abortion, and gun
control.

“A president, my prede-
cessor, who failed the
most basic duty. Any
President owes the
American people the duty
to care. That is unforgiv-

able,” Biden, said amidst
multiple standing ova-
tions from Democratic
Party lawmakers.

“Now, my predecessor,
a former Republican
President, tells Putin, “Do
whatever the hell you
want”. A former
American President actu-
ally said that, bowing
down to a Russian leader.
It’s outrageous. It’s dan-
gerous. It’s unaccept-
able,” Biden said.

Trump recently said he
would encourage Russia
to do “whatever the hell
they want” to any NATO
member country that
doesn’t meet spending
guidelines on defence in a
stunning admission he
would not abide by the
collective defence clause
at the heart of the al-
liance if reelected.

Biden said he came to
the office determined to
get America through one
of the toughest periods in
the nation’s history.

Democracy and freedom under ‘threat’
in US and world under Trump: Biden

London, Mar 08 (PTI):

Theresa May, who was
the prime minister of
Britain between 2016 and
2019, on Friday an-
nounced her exit from
frontline politics after 27
years as a member of
Parliament in the House
of Commons.

The 67-year-old, whose
travails with getting a
Brexit deal through
Parliament in the wake of
the June 2016 referendum
ended in a forced exit
from 10 Downing Street
over four years ago, said
she had taken the “diffi-
cult decision” to not con-

test in the next general
election from her
Maidenhead constituency
in south-east England.

She has been the
Conservative MP for the
Berkshire seat since 1997,
having been elected seven
times.

“Since stepping down
as prime minister I have

enjoyed being a back-
bencher again and having
more time to work for my
constituents and champi-
on causes close to my
heart including most re-
cently launching a Global
Commission on Modern
Slavery and Human
Trafficking,” said May in
a statement to her local
Maidenhead Advertiser’.

“These causes have
been taking an increasing
amount of my time.
Because of this, after
much careful thought and
consideration, I have re-
alised that looking ahead,
I would no longer be able
to do my job as an MP in

the way I believe is right
and that my constituents
deserve. I have therefore
taken the difficult deci-
sion to stand down at the
next general election,”
she said.

The senior parliamen-
tarian, often referred to
as the “new Iron Lady” as
the second female prime
minister of the UK after
Margaret Thatcher,
pledged her continued
support to the Prime
Minister Rishi Sunak-led
government and said she
believed the
Conservatives could win
the next election, which is
expected later this year.

UK ex-PM Theresa May to stand down as MP after 27 years

Cairo, Mar 08 (AP):

Over 230 million women
and girls have undergone
female genital mutilation,
most of whom live in
Africa, according to a re-
port issued on Friday by
the United Nations chil-
dren’s agency.

In the last eight years,
some 30 million people
have undergone the proce-
dure, in which external
genitalia are partially or
fully removed, UNICEF es-
timated in the report,
which was released on
International Women’s

Day.
The percentage of

women and girls who ex-
perience female genital
mutilation is declining,
UNICEF said, but it
warned that efforts to
eradicate the practice are
too slow to keep up with
fast-growing populations.

“The practice of female
genital mutilation is de-
clining, but not fast
enough,” the report said.

The practice, incorrect-
ly believed to control
women’s sexuality, can
cause serious bleeding and
even death.

Girls are subjected to
the procedure at ages
ranging from infancy to
adolescence. Long term, it
can lead to urinary tract
infections, menstrual
problems, pain, decreased
sexual satisfaction and
childbirth complications,
as well as depression, low
self-esteem and post-trau-
matic stress disorder.

“We’re also seeing a
worrying trend that more
girls are subjected to the
practice at younger ages,
many before their fifth
birthday. That further re-
duces the window to inter-

vene,” said UNICEF
Executive Director
Catherine Russell.

Some 144 million
women and girls have
been through female geni-
tal mutilation in Africa
alone, followed by Asia
and the Middle East with
80 million and 6 million re-
spectively, the report said.
Somalia tops the list of
countries where the prac-
tice, also known as female
circumcision, is prevalent,
with 99% of the female
population between the
ages of 15 and 49 having
been circumcised.

UNICEF: 230 million females are circumcised
globally, 30 million more than in 2016

Dubai, Mar 08 (AP):

Iran is responsible for
the “physical violence”
that led to the death of
Mahsa Amini in
September 2022 and
sparked nationwide
protests against the coun-
try’s mandatory head-
scarf, or hijab, laws and
its ruling theocracy, a UN
fact-finding mission said
on Friday.

The stark pronounce-
ment came in a wide-
ranging initial report sub-
mitted to the UN Human
Rights Council by the
Fact-Finding Mission on
Iran. It also found that the
Islamic Republic em-
ployed “unnecessary and
disproportionate use of
lethal force” to put down
the demonstrations that
erupted following Amini’s
death, and that Iranian se-

curity forces sexually as-
saulted detainees.

The monthslong securi-
ty crackdown killed more
than 500 people and saw
over 22,000 detained.

There was no immedi-
ate comment on the re-
port from Iran. Iranian of-
ficials did not respond to
requests for comment
from The Associated
Press on the mission’s
findings. The release of
the report is unlikely to
change the trajectory of
Iran’s government, now
more firmly in the hands
of hard-liners after a low-
turnout vote last week
put them back in charge
of the country’s parlia-
ment.

However, it provides
further international
pressure on Tehran amid
wider Western concerns
about its advancing nu-

clear program, Iran’s
arming of Russia in
Moscow’s war on Ukraine
and the continued harass-
ment and imprisonment
of activists, including
Nobel Peace Prize laure-
ate Narges Mohammadi.

“The protests were un-
precedented because of
the leadership of women
and youth, in their reach
and longevity and, ulti-
mately, the state’s violent
response,” the report

says. Amini, 22, died on
September 16, 2022, in a
hospital after her arrest
by the country’s morality
police over allegedly not
wearing her hijab to the
liking of the authorities.
She was brought to Iran’s
Vozara detention facility
to undergo a “re-educa-
tion class”, but collapsed
after 26 minutes and was
taken to a hospital 30 min-
utes later, according to the
report.

Iran is responsible for the physical violence that
killed Mahsa Amini in 2022, UN probe finds



G ender empowerment and
strengthening have been an

ambitious goal of  Nitish Kumar.
Apart from Poshak   & Cycle Yojana
in schools, 50 % reservation in
Panchayats and Local bodies and
35% reservation in government jobs
for women, Mukhyamantri   Kanya
Utthan   Yojana for phase wise de-
velopment of girls, Jeevika   pro-
gramme for rural women have been
implemented. On the tune of  “Sapt
Kranti” vision during JP movement,
he planned 7-point programme,
called “Saat-Nischay” for the all-
round development of the State.
The Saat-Nischay includes (1)
Aarthik  Hal  Yuvaon   Ko   Bal   for fi-
nancially helping students & youths
to become self-reliant, (2) Aarakshit
Rojgar   Mahilaon  Ka   Adhikar
through reservation for female in
jobs as well as Panchayat &  local
bodies, (3) Har   Ghar   Bijli, (4) Har
Ghar  Nal  Ka  Jal, (5) Har  Ghar  Tak
Pakki  Gali-Naliyan, (6) Gharon
Mein  Shauchalay  Nirman, (7)
Awsar   Badhe  Aage  Padhe  by
opening Technical/ Medical/
Nursing/Polytechnic/ ITI/Para
Medical institutes in every districts.

The positive face of Nitish is that
his priority is not only government
welfare schemes. His start-ups in
the social sectors are more praise-

worthy. The public campaign
against age-old social evils such as
Child marriage, Dowry System and
Alcoholism is unique, as these is-
sues are not said to be vote pulling
agenda for politicians. Jal-Jiwan-
Hariyali scheme for water conserva-
tion is also an ambitious mission.
The ban on alcoholism has reduced
domestic violence to a great extent.
The Sharab Mafias are campaigning
aggressively against Nitish and
under their pressure a lobby com-
prising of opposition as   well as
some BJP leaders are opposing the
ban in the name of revenue collec-
tion. 

Although a lot of works have
been done or are in progress, there
is still  a lot to be done. A generation
has changed in past 20-30 years and
they have not faced the worst pre-
vailing situations. Naturally, they
will judge and act on the basis of the
present scenario. The opening of
Engineering and Medical colleges
does not come under the ambit of
development until its graduates are
absorbed into jobs.   Presently un-
employment is a big problem, not
only in Bihar but in all the states. All
the vacant seats in government as
well as private sectors have to be
filled up. Small scale and agriculture
based industries should be estab-

lished. Various defunct factories
should be revived. The Central gov-
ernment will have to make a policy
to set up new heavy industry facto-
ries in backward regions like Bihar.
The rivers should be connected to
tackle the problem of seasonal
drought & flood. The shortcomings
prevailing in schools, colleges, hos-
pitals, transport and other sectors
should be carefully rectified.
Criminals and Corrupt personals
should be crushed. Officers belong-
ing to depressed class should also
be positioned on strategic posts.
The government should make time
bound programme in all works sec-
tor for its timely implementation.

Nitish Kumar has always been
criticized by his so-called secular
political opposition parties for his
alignment with the BJP, although
previously all non-Congress govern-
ments in Bihar have been formed
with direct or indirect support from
BJP or the erstwhile   Jansangh. In
1990, Laloo Prasad had become CM
with the support of BJP. In 2014,
Nitish also tried to part away from
the BJP when its leadership was
transferred to Narendra Modi; but in
the election, his works were not
converted in to votes and as earlier
castes & religion remain the major
poll issue. Despite being in alliance
with BJP, he never compromised
with 3 “C” i.e. Crime, Corruption
and Communalism. Unlike the
Congress regime, his whole tenure
remained riot-free.

Nitish Kumar has always been a
struggler since the inception of his
political career. In the political war
of 2020, it was his struggle that de-
spite being the target of all powerful
groups comprising of opposition al-
liances, Liquor Mafia, biased elec-
tronic media as well as his own ally
BJP’s core upper caste voters, he
won the battle, with some bruises

in terms of less number of seats. As
per pre-Poll strategy, Nitish has be-
come 34th CM of Bihar despite hav-
ing less number of lawmakers of his
Party and seeing the history of BJP’s
“Chaal,  Charitra,  Chehara”, it is ob-
vious  that his struggle would still
continue. 

Due to deceit in the election, day
to day criticism by BJP leaders and
a conspiracy to break up JDU on the
tune of Maharashtra, Nitish came
out of the NDA and formed
Mahagathbandhan government on
10th August,, 2022  with the support
of Lalu Prasad-led RJD & UPA and
took oath as CM for the 8th time.
Nitish Kumar established his organi-
zational skill at the national level by
forming INDIA block of 28 national
and regional parties to fight BJP.
Opposition parties have a golden
opportunity to fight under his non-
controversial image and leadership.
But the INDIA block failed in timely
seat sharing and strategy formula-
tion for the Lok Sabha election,
which irked Nitish.

In Bihar, even though Nitish
Kumar has announced publicly to
contest the Vidhan Sabha election
2025 under the leadership of
Tejaswi Yadav, but Lalu was in hurry
to crown Tejaswi as CM by breaking
some MLAs of Nitish Party. Such a
conspiracy, forced Nitish to recon-
sider his alliance with Lalu Prasad
and ultimately he stepped down
from the post of Chief Minister on
28th January 2024 and formed the
NDA government again  in Bihar on
the same day. Nitish Kumar took
oath as CM for the record 9th times.
Nitish Kumar also holds the record
of serving as the Chief Minister of
Bihar for the longest period of over
17 successful years. 

((AAuutthhoorr  iiss  aa  tteecchhnnooccrraatt  
&&  aaccaaddeemmiicciiaann..))

T he Maldives, a picturesque archipelago in the Indian
Ocean, has recently made headlines for its diplomatic

maneuvering that seems to be steering it away from its tradi-
tional ally, India, towards a closer relationship with China. This
shift, spearheaded by President Mohamed Muizzu, is not just a
change in foreign policy but a strategic realignment that carries
significant implications for the region's stability and the
Maldives' long-term prosperity. At the heart of this diplomatic
pivot lies a recent agreement between the Maldives and China,
wherein Beijing pledged to provide free 'non-lethal' military
equipment and training to Maldivian soldiers. This marks a sig-
nificant departure from the Maldives' previous stance, where
India had primarily assisted the nation in urban and economic
development. The timing of this agreement is particularly note-
worthy, coming shortly after President Muizzu's announcement
that no Indian personnel, whether civilian or uniformed, would
be allowed to operate helicopters deployed by India after May 10.
President Muizzu's decision to distance the Maldives from India
is not a sudden development but rather a culmination of a trend
that began with his election campaign last year. During his bid
for the presidency, Muizzu championed the 'India Out' narrative,
portraying Indian assistance as intrusive and detrimental to the
Maldives' sovereignty. This sentiment of resentment towards
India was further amplified when Muizzu labeled India as a
bully, signaling a significant shift in the Maldives' foreign policy
orientation. However, India's response to Muizzu's provocations
has been firm yet diplomatic. External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar highlighted India's substantial financial assistance,
amounting to $4.5 billion, provided to the Maldives during times
of crisis, contrasting it with Muizzu's accusations. Jaishankar's
remarks underscore India's commitment to its longstanding
friendship with the Maldives and its willingness to support the
nation's development and security needs. From a strategic per-
spective, the Maldives' decision to cozy up to China while alien-
ating India raises several concerns. The Maldives, known for its
stunning beaches and luxury resorts, heavily relies on tourism
as its primary source of revenue. Any disruption in diplomatic
relations, particularly with India, could have far-reaching con-
sequences for the Maldivian economy, potentially deterring
tourists and investors alike. Furthermore, India's response to
the Maldives' diplomatic tilt towards China has been telling.
India  commissioned a new naval base at Minicoy Island, a mere
125 kilometers from the Maldives, signaling its intent to safe-
guard its strategic interests in the Indian Ocean region. This
move, coupled with India's continued support for the Maldives'
development projects, underscores the significance of the Indo-
Maldivian partnership. Domestically, Muizzu's confrontational
approach towards India has not gone unnoticed. The recent vic-
tory of the Opposition in the politically significant Male
Mayor's seat, previously held by Muizzu, suggests growing dis-
content with his administration's handling of foreign affairs.
Additionally, India's symbolic gesture of naming the new naval
base INS Jatayu, after the mythical bird from the Ramayana,
serves as a subtle reminder of India's historical ties with the
Maldives and its commitment to regional stability. President
Muizzu's diplomatic overtures towards China and his con-
frontational stance towards India represent a risky gamble for
the Maldives. The nation must strike a delicate balance between
its strategic interests, economic stability, and regional security
to ensure its continued prosperity in the face of evolving geopo-
litical dynamics.

Er.Rajesh Pathak

T he data of third quarter (Q3) of the fi-
nancial year   2023 -24  is out. To the

amazement of everybody else GDP growth is
declared to have achieved 8.4 % mark!
Notably, the GDP comes out according to the
universal practice by the summing up of the
private consumption; government expendi-
tures, particularly in the distribution of
salaries and constructions and building  in-
frastructures; net export (export- import).

The calculation is done  by the simple norms in vogue  of com-
paring it with  previous year’s (here, 2022-23 ) same 3rd quarter
(Q3) composed  of the months  October, November, December.
Report says that in the current GDP growth the consumption
constitutes 25.60 lakh crore rupees; while the greatest boost
came from investment with 14.80 lakh crore rupees, attributive
of investors’ booming sentiments towards Indian economy,
contrary to the critics and more  particularly Rahul Gandhi’s
much day-night hyped  recession in the market. On the other
hand, the total spending done by the  government came out to be
3.4 lakh crore rupees. Previous financial years  2022-23 (FY 23)
the  total sum of production in goods and service, the two pa-
rameters of GDP, in all 4 quarters taken together was 160 lakh
crore rupees. While the same is notably estimated to  touch the
figure of as high as  173 lakh crore rupees by the end of current
financial year 2023-24(FY24) on 31st  March. Moreover, the sec-
tors  yielding proportionally  more jobs such as manufacturing
and construction  propelled into 11.6% and 9.5 %  growth respec-
tively, leaving  many  to immense surprise. And, obviously,
would have caused shock  to the likes of Raghuram Rajan, who
had once derided to have said that country would be fortunate if
GDP remained to be even just 5%. Now Raghuram Rajan  is
needed to remember  the year 2013, when the country has
Manmohan Singh as the PM, and he being  Finance minister.
The  inflation went bounced up  as high as 11.06%, and he got
into  increasing the  repo-rate to 8% in order to contain it. But
in 2014 Modi government came to power. It adopted strict fiscal
discipline, gradually bringing inflation rate down to as low as
4.5 % in less than two years. Now government wanted repo- rate
being brought down. So that money flowed into the market,
businesses and industries flourished yet again subsequently .
But Raghuram Rajan was unwilling to respond to government’s
perception, giving no tenable ground either. As the time went
on and no change was seen   in the stance of Raghuram , whis-
pers of his being involved in promoting the interest of devel-
oped world began to gain ground in the higher circle of gover-
nance and political corridors. However country got rid of him
only when his tenure ended, and government went not in ex-
tending his service any further.
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Helmet saves life
Although wearing a helmet is defi-

nitely discomforting to the riders, its
advantages easily outweigh the
hardship of sporting one because
there is much more to safety than
mere comfort.  Linear or direct im-
pact forces on the head are consider-
ably reduced and  the  foam shell of
the helmets largely absorbs the im-
pact thereby dissipating its energy.
Skull injuries and fractures are avoid-
ed or minimised, so are brain injuries.
Several reports have indicated that
fatalities due to two--wheeler acci-
dents are lessened by thirty seven
percent when a driver or pillion rider
protect their heads with helmets.
Head injury risk is reduced by sixty
nine percent due to helmet use.  An
AIMS Trauma Centre study has said
that, in 2022, forty percent of pillion
riders of Delhi suffered injuries be-
cause they did not wear helmets.The
2019 amendment to the Motor
Vehicles Act, 1988 makes it clear that
every individual above the age of 4
years shall wear protective gears
while driving motorcycles including
both the driver and the pillion rider.

DDrr  GGaannaappaatthhii  BBhhaatt,,  AAkkoollaa

Indians Abroad:
Safety Concerns

Recent events in Israel and Russia
have raised alarms for Indian citi-
zens. In Israel, the tragic death of Pat
Nibin Maxwell, hailing from Kerala,
highlights safety risks. His family
urges better protection for Indian
workers. Additionally, reports indi-
cate Indians in Russia face bonded
labor conditions, necessitating im-
mediate government intervention.
These incidents underscore the need
for stringent safety measures and
thorough policy reviews to safe-
guard Indian citizens abroad. It's im-
perative for the government to prior-
itize the well-being of its citizens and
ensure their safety in foreign lands.

YYaasshh  PPaall  RRaallhhaann,,  JJaallaannddhhaarr

Combat Maoism
Reduced Maoist activity signals

progress, likely stemming from en-
hanced governance. Yet, challenges
persist in 45 districts. Basic ameni-
ties such as education and health-
care are pivotal for peace. Despite
strides, sporadic attacks persist due
to SOP non-compliance and intelli-
gence gaps. Addressing these is
vital. Furthermore, disrupting Maoist
supply chains for weapons and re-
sources remains crucial for sus-
tained success.

MMKK  NNaaiirr,,  RRaaiippuurr

SBI's Delayed
Disclosure

The State Bank of India's (SBI)
plea for an extended deadline to dis-
close donor details under the elec-
toral bond scheme raises eyebrows.
Why the delay in furnishing informa-
tion? It suggests an attempt to shield
the ruling party, primary beneficiaries
of this contentious scheme. The
bank's reluctance hints at yielding to
political pressure to withhold crucial
data ahead of the General Election,
potentially influencing electoral out-
comes. The Supreme Court should re-
ject SBI's request, prioritizing trans-
parency over political expediency.

SShhiivv  KKuummaarr  MMiisshhrraa,,  RRaaiippuurr
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Cadets perform during the combined display organised as part of the Passing Out Parade, at Officers Training Academy
(OTA) in Chennai, Friday, March 8.

PASSING OUT PARADE

ER. PRABHAT KISHORE

Central Chronicle invites articles, write-ups, and comments on a wide range of
issues for our editorial page. Submissions should be between 800-900 words in
length. In addition, we welcome letters to the editor for this page. While letters

may be edited for clarity, we aim to preserve the integrity of the original message,
and ask that they be kept to around 50-60 words. Submissions can be sent via

email to editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com.

Muizzu’s Misstep

Nantoo Banerjee

T wo ongoing devastating wars
– one in Ukraine and the other

in the Gaza strip – have so far killed
and injured tens of thousands of
civilians since last year. The
Ukraine-Russia war started in
February 2022. As of February 15,
this year, the Office of the United
Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights (UNHCHR) verified a
total of 30,457 civilian casualties in
the course of Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine. Of them, 19,875 were re-
ported to have been injured. Nearly
3.7 million Ukrainians were internal-
ly displaced. Around 6.5 million
refugees from Ukraine have been
recorded globally. Approximately
14.6 million people are in need of
humanitarian assistance in 2024. In
Gaza, at least 29,782 people have
been killed and 70,043 wounded in
Israeli attacks since October 7, last
year. The revised death toll in Israel
stands at 1,139. The war continues.
Gaza-based Palestinians, compris-
ing large numbers of children and
women, are dying in hordes almost
every day. So far, little pressure has
been exerted by the friends of Israel
and Palestine on the two sides to
bring the mindless war to an end.

So far, the UN, including its all-
powerful Security Council, proved to

be totally ineffective to stop the
wars in Ukraine and Gaza to estab-
lish peace and human security in the
two politically explosive regions. In
Ukraine, the US and its allies are ac-
tually fanning the war by providing
massive arms and financial assis-
tance adding to the endless suffer-
ing of the people of the east
European nation. Last week, French
President Emmanuel Macron went
to the extent of openly discussing
the possibility of sending European
troops to Ukraine to help the coun-
try fight the war against Russia,
threatening a major escalation of
the largest ground war Europe has
witnessed since World War II and
challenging the authority of the UN.
Russia has responded immediately
with the possibility of a nuclear war
in Europe. France is one of the UN
Security Council’s five permanent
members. In a way, President
Macron’s public outburst once again
undermined the authority of the UN.

There are at least 10 other coun-
tries and regions where civil wars,
armed violence and terror attacks
have been causing human disasters
for years and even for decades.
They include Afghanistan, Burkina
Faso and the Sahel, the Central
African Republic, Chad and the Lake
Chad Basin, the Democratic
Republic of Congo, Somalia, South
Sudan, Sudan, Syria and the Yemeni

Houthi rebels-controlled Red Sea. In
Afghanistan, nearly 150,000 civilian
casualties have been recorded since
the US military withdrawal in 2021.
By now, some 28.3 million people
need humanitarian assistance in
Afghanistan. The inter-communal
conflict in Chad and the Lake Chad
Basin has been going on for nearly
15 years. The conflict in Congo has
so far affected 26.4 million people
who badly need humanitarian assis-
tance. The violence and brutality in
Somalia, ethnic cleansing in South
Sudan and inter-communal conflict
in Sudan have sent millions of peo-
ples in utter distress. Syria is one of
the world’s worst affected countries
trapped in the violence assisted by
outside powers. In the Red Sea, con-
trolled by allegedly Iran-backed
Yemeni Houthi pirates, a trillion-dol-
lar annual global sea trade has been
severely impacted. All the countries
mentioned in the list are UN mem-
bers. Yet, the UN stands totally inef-
fective, if not unconcerned, to help
establish peace and security in the
region.

The helpless condition of the UN
and its rarely cooperative five-mem-
ber Security Council, led by two rival
groups (one under the US and the
other a Russia-China combine) are
increasingly creating a situation
which the world witnessed in the
1930s under the League of Nations.

The League was the first worldwide
intergovernmental organization
whose principal mission was to
maintain world peace. The League
of Nations was established on
January 10, 1920, at the initiative of
victorious Allied powers at the end
of the first World War. The League
of Nations failed as aggressor na-
tions — as also its powerful perma-
nent members such as France and
Britain — undermined the authority
of the world body. France and
Britain even ignored the League in
their efforts to appease Germany’s
Hitler at the early stage, which ar-
guably led to the outbreak of the
Second World War in 1939. By 1937,
the League became a totally useless
body. It was formally disbanded on
April 19, 1946.

Right now, trust between the UN’s
member-governments appears to
be reaching a breaking point. Not
many countries trust the UN for re-
solving or reshaping critical inter-
governmental issues. China is seri-
ously questioning the legitimacy of
the US to help establish the world
order. New intergovernmental bod-
ies such as BRICS (Brazil-Russia-
India-China-South Africa group),
Quad (Quadrilateral Dialogue involv-
ing the US, Japan, India and
Australia), US-Japan-Australia
Strategic Cooperation, Aukus (the
Australia-UK-US strategic pact), and

Beijing’s own multibillion dollar Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI) or a
Chinese Marshall Plan for global
dominance involving so far some 60
countries pose a new challenge to
the diminishing UN authority.
Interestingly, China is believed to be
the main opposer to the UNSC re-
forms for now. Earlier, the western
powers resisted the call for the re-
forms.

To be effective, the UN needs to
be urgently revamped. The UNSC
must recognize the changing world
order – economic and strategic. It is
unthinkable that some of the world’s
most influential countries today
such as India, Japan, Germany and
Brazil are still to become permanent
members of the UNSC. India is the
world’s most populous country, fifth
largest economy, and the fourth
largest military power after the US,
Russia and China. Japan and
Germany are economic and techno-
logical super powers. Brazil is South
America’s most influential country.
Their presence as permanent mem-
bers of the UNSC would have made
the council much stronger to deal
with the global political impasse.
The deepening global crisis de-
mands a fundamental and rapid
shift in the operational style of the
UN. The UNSC must recognize and
represent the contemporary global
power dynamics.

United Nations has failed to keep peace and security in the world

The GDP is estimated to be
173 Lakh crore in 2023-24

Bihar politics revolves around CM Nitish Kumar - II

The Maldives’ Risky Diplomatic Shift
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BRIEF

Foundation stones 

Gwalior: Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi will inaugurate
and lay foundation
stones of 16 airport
projects on Sunday,
Union Civil Aviation
Minister Jyotiraditya
Scindia said. Prime
Minister Modi will in-
augurate the airport
terminal of Gwalior
aerodrome virtually.
On the occasion, the
statue of Raj Mata
Vijayraje Scindia
would be unveiled at
the airport, the BJP
Rajya Sabha member
told reporters here.

Spectrum auction 
New Delhi: The up-
coming spectrum auc-
tion will start from
May 20, according to
the notice inviting ap-
plication released by
the Department of
Telecom on Friday.
Government will auc-
tion eight spectrum
bands for mobile
phone services at a
base price of Rs
96,317.65 crore.

Cooperative federalism

New Delhi: Ahead of
the planned protest
against the Centre,
Kerala Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan on
Wednesday said the
central government's
recent actions have
weakened cooperative
federalism. The
protest against the
Centre's alleged neg-
lect of the state is not
to defeat anyone but to
get what is rightfully
eligible for the state,
he said, adding that
the Centre has been
cutting down funds.

Green infra
Jamshedpur: Private
steel major Tata Steel
said it will jointly
work with South
Eastern Railway
(SER) to develop sus-
tainable rail infra-
structure by utilising
its slag-based aggre-
gates. A deliberation
on the project execu-
tion was held between
officials of the SER
and Tata Steel, the
company said 
in a statement.

MOU SIGNING

Captain S Divakar, MD & CEO of Dredging Corporation of India (R) and Shantanu Roy, CMD, of Bharat Earth
Movers during signing of Memorandum of Understanding in Bengaluru.

London, Mar 08: 

A trade deal being nego-
tiated with India is "possi-
ble" to be concluded before
a general election in the
country but Britain does
not want to use that as a
deadline, UK Secretary of
State for Business and
Trade Kemi Badenoch has
said. The minister in
charge of signing off on
the free trade agreement
(FTA), now in its 14th
round of negotiations,
pointed to India's "protec-
tionist economy" in com-
parison with the UK's lib-
eralised regime as one of
the factors behind the
long-drawn discussions.
Badenoch, who was speak-
ing during a Global Trade
conference at the think
tank Chatham House on
Thursday, stressed that
she wanted to ensure a
"commercially meaning-

ful" pact as opposed to just
a pre-election picture op-
portunity. "India is still
very protectionist where
we are very, very liber-
alised," claimed Badenoch.
"I am not interested in just
taking a picture and mov-
ing on.

It has to be something
that is commercially
meaningful. People need
to be able to say ah now I
can do this', like we had
with our Australia agree-
ment or with Japan for ex-
ample," she said, referring

to FTAs with the two
major economies. On the
timeline for getting to the
finishing line with the
talks with India, she
added: "We can actually
sign an agreement before
the Indian election. I sus-
pect that that is not neces-
sarily going to be the case
because I don't want to use
any election as a deadline.
"It is possible that that will
be done but I am very re-
sistant to deadlines being
set on trade negotiations
because it runs down the
clock.

It is very possible that
we can sign but I am not
using it as a deadline for
the work that I am carry-
ing out basically." India
and the UK have been ne-
gotiating an FTA since
January 2022 to signifi-
cantly enhance the GBP
36-billion bilateral trading
partnership.

FTA possible’ before India
elections: Kemi Badenoch

New Delhi, Mar 08:  

The number of board
seats held by women
across India Inc has in-
creased gradually over the
past five years with them
holding 18.3 per cent board
seats in 2023, a Deloitte re-
port said on Friday. The
'Women in the boardroom:
A global perspective' re-
port, however, said that it
is lower than the global av-
erage of 23.3 per cent. The
report by Deloitte Global
Boardroom Program
analysed more than 18,000
companies in 50 countries
exploring representation
of women in the board-
room. This includes analy-
sis of 400 companies from
India. "Boardroom diversi-

ty requires a paradigm
shift. Since many compa-
nies prefer to recruit
board members with CEO
or CFO experience, these
numbers do not paint an
optimistic outlook for
pipeline development.
India Inc. must break from

historical patterns and
prioritise capabilities over
past roles," Deloitte South
Asia Chairperson Shefali
Goradia said.

The report shows a
gradual increase in the
number of board seats
held by women across

India Inc, with women
holding 18.3 per cent board
seats in 2023, up from 13.8
per cent in 2018, and 17.1
per cent in 2021, said the
report released on the
International Women's
Day. India's number is
lower than the global aver-
age of 23.3 per cent, which
has seen an increase of 3.6
per cent since 2022, reduc-
ing the timeline towards
achieving parity by seven
years from 2045 to 2038.

"This indicates that
even if India were to
match the global pace,
achieving gender parity
on boards would still re-
main a distant goal until a
robust pipeline of women
leaders is developed," the
report said.

Number of board seats held by women in
India Inc increased over past 5 years: Report Hyderabad, Mar 08: 

On the occasion of
International Women's
Day, NMDC organised a
health talk for female em-
ployees at its Head Office,
Hyderabad. The session
was conducted by Dr. Sai
Lakshmi, a gynaecologist
from Apollo Hospitals fo-
cusing on Women health
and Wellness.

The session aimed at
raising awareness on
growing health challenges
for women including cer-
vical cancer and breast
cancer. Dr. Sai Lakshmi
also emphasized on the
importance of early detec-
tion and screening for con-
trolling the condition as
well as preventive meas-
ures.

The chief guest Vinay
Kumar, Director

(Technical) NMDC said,
"As we celebrate
International Women's
Day, we are reminded of
the pivotal role of women
in our society. With the fe-
male labour participation
rate rising to 37% in 2023,
it's evident that women's
contributions are integral
to achieving India's vision
of becoming a 5 trillion
economy." During the lec-
ture, Dr. Sai Lakshmi said,

"Cervical cancer and
breast cancer are most
common in Indian women,
therefore the need to stay
informed about the pre-
ventive measures is cru-
cial. NMDC's initiative of
providing free HPV vacci-
nation is recommendable
and aid in early preven-
tion." HYBIZ organized an
award show to celebrate
the women leaders in the
Industry, G Anupama GM

(Finance & SoT CMD) and
P Shanthi GM
(Commercial) were pre-
sented with the HYBIZ
Women's Leadership
Award 2024 in the finance
category. The award recog-
nises their valuable contri-
bution and versatile ex-
pertise in corporate fi-
nance &strategic manage-
ment that has helped the
corporation achieved sig-
nificant milestones.

NMDC hosted a Health Talk to celebrate Int'nl Women’s Day

New Delhi, Mar 08: 

SIDBI chairman S
Ramann on Friday said
that the Fund of Funds for
Start-ups (FFS) has com-
mitted Rs 9,500 crore for
the promotion of new ven-
tures in the country. The
FFS was unveiled by the
Prime Minister on
January 16, 2016, in line
with the Start-up India
Action Plan. It has ap-
proved a corpus of Rs
10,000 crore for contribu-
tion to various Alternative
Investment Funds (AIFs)
registered with SEBI.
Introduced with a focused
objective of supporting de-
velopment and growth of
innovation-driven enter-
prises, FFS facilitates
funding needs for start-
ups through participation
in the capital of SEBI-reg-
istered Alternative
Investment Funds. The
commitment of Rs 9500

crore has led to over 100
AIFs raising Rs 56,000
crore more, he said at
TiEcon Delhi 2024 confer-
ence here.

"It's really a staggering
figure. The ability of all of
you (AIFs) to go out and
bring in that kind of
money from your foreign
Limited Partners (LPs)
convince the Indians to be-
come LPs," he said.
Observing that AIFs space
is getting more exciting,
he said, there is still a lot

of money to be tapped by
fund managers. Easy exit
and further ease of doing
business could help more
capital to flow in from off-
shore, he said. The interim
budget for 2024-25 has pro-
posed to extend the tax
benefit offered to Startups,
sovereign and pension
funds, and certain invest-
ment units located at the
International Financial
Services Centre (IFSC) at
GIFT City by one year till
March 31, 2025.

"Certain tax benefits to
start-ups and investments
made by sovereign wealth
or pension funds as also
tax exemption on certain
income of some IFSC
units are expiring on
31.03.2024.

To provide continuity in
taxation, I propose to ex-
tend the date to 31.03.2025,"
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said in her
budget speech last month.

Fund of Funds commits Rs 9,500 cr
for Startups: SIDBI Chairman

Bhubaneswar, Mar 08:  

The Odisha government
has approved seven key
projects with an invest-
ment of Rs 80,125 crore in
different sectors, an offi-
cial said. The projects re-
ceived the state govern-
ment's nod at a High-Level
Clearance Authority
(HLCA) meeting chaired
by Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik on Thursday.
These investments are ex-
pected to create job oppor-
tunities for 24,552 people
in various sectors, includ-
ing steel, green energy,
pharmaceuticals, and
chemicals, the official
said. These projects are
spread over Khurda,
J a g a t s i n g h p u r ,
Jharsuguda, Ganjam, and
Bhadrak districts, he said.
Granules Life Sciences
Private Limited, a leading
producer of paracetamol

in India, has proposed to
set up its pharmaceutical
unit at Tata SEZ, Gopalpur
in Ganjam district. The
company aims to produce
4 billion units of paraceta-
mol, metformin, ibuprofen
and other pharma prod-
ucts, for which it will
pump in Rs 1,100 crore in
the Ganjam plant, generat-
ing jobs for around 1,500
people. Granules CZRO
Private Limited will also
set up a chemical plant for
its pharmaceutical prod-

ucts at the Tata SEZ, in-
vesting Rs 2,000 crore and
creating jobs for around
1,000 people, the official
said. EG Solwin Hybrid
Private Limited will estab-
lish a 0.30 MT green am-
monia production unit at
the Tata SEZ, investing Rs
6,330 crore and employing
1,050 people. ACME
Greentech Urja Private
Limited has plans to set up
an integrated manufactur-
ing unit at Khurda to pro-
duce solar power panels,
for which it will pump in
Rs 36,000 crore and hire
around 6,300 people, he
said. Waaree Clean
Energy Solutions Private
Limited, India's largest
solar panel manufacturer,
will set up a 1.20 MMTPA
green ammonia plant in
Jagatsinghpur at an in-
vestment of Rs 12,480
crore, providing employ-
ment to 3,250 people.

Odisha approves seven key projects
with Rs 80,125 cr investment Bengaluru, Mar 08: Ola

Electric has announced
the price reduction of up
to Rs 25,000 on its S1 scoot-
er portfolio for the month
of March. The announce-
ment is aimed at continu-
ing the company’s biggest
push yet to accelerate
India’s electrification ef-
forts and breaking all bar-
riers to EV adoption. The
price reduction came on
the back of the company’s
robust cost structure cou-
pled with strong vertically
integrated in-house tech-
nology and manufactur-
ing capabilities, and eligi-
bility to manufacturing in-
centives.

Now is the best time to
buy Ola S1 as the FAME
(Faster Adoption &
Manufacturing of Electric
Vehicles) scheme is likely
to end on  March 31st, 2024
and there maybe changes
in the prices of EVs. With
a robust, aggressively
priced product portfolio,
the Ola S1 scooters outper-

form any traditional ICE
vehicles, making it the su-
perior choice in the scoot-
er market with savings of
up to Rs 30,000/year.

Recently, Ola Electric be-
came the first Indian 2W
company to receive
Domestic Value Addition
(DVA) certificate under
Production Linked
Incentive (PLI) Scheme for

automobile and auto com-
ponent industry. The PLI
certification is a testament
to the company's vertically
integrated manufacturing
capabilities, which cou-
pled with its robust lo-
calised supply chain
ecosystem and govern-
ment subsidies have
helped the company re-
structure costs.

Ola Electric announces price reduction 

New Delhi, Mar 08:

Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal on
Friday said that the Modi
government always keeps
in mind commensurate
and long-term benefits for
the domestic industry
while negotiating free
trade agreements. He
stressed that "gone" are
the days when India used
to accept the terms of the
world.

"We crystal gaze into the
future to make sure that
its (FTAs) impact in the fu-
ture will also be positive
and we also look at bal-
anced, fair and equitable
FTAs," he told PTI in an in-
terview.

"So we can see the big
Indian opportunity that
we are offering and we
want to make sure that we
get commensurate bene-
fits (from these pacts) for
the country," he said. He

indicated "some good
news" on this front in the
days to come.

The remarks assume
significance as India and
the European Free Trade
Association (EFTA) bloc
concluded the talks for an
FTA.

EFTA members are
Iceland, Liechtenstein,
Norway, and Switzerland.
The minister said that the
free trade pacts of the
Modi government involve
a huge amount of stake-
holder consultations with
industry.

Modi govt always keeps 
in mind long-term benefits of

FTAs for India: Goyal

MMuummbbaaii,,  MMaarr  0088:: Geonix, a well-
known and diverse IT Hardware
brand in North India, is making a
strong foray into the
Chhattisgarh market. This week,
Geonix held a major Dealer
Convention in Raipur city, featur-
ing over 150 IT Retailers and
consultants from every party of
the city, and beyond. 

IT retailers and wholesalers
form Raipur’s main computer
market, Millennium Plaza,
thronged to the extravagant
event. Representing Geonix were
National Sales Manager, Nikhil
Maheshwari, locally based
Branch Manager, Niranjan Sethi,
and Marketing Head, Saurabh

Dey. Sethi told the press “Our
products are relevant for various
consumer needs, and highly
affordable. Geonix has set ambi-
tious targets to expand its con-
sumer base and dealer ecosys-
tem in the state”.  Geonix
launched multiple new ICT prod-
ucts for the region, within impor-
tant sub-categories such as sur-
veillance, networking, IT periph-
erals, computer gaming, sound
systems and consumer electron-
ics. Guests at the convention
included ICT consultants, sys-
tems integrators, wholesalers, IT
after-sales service professionals,
some corporate executives and
regional distributors.  

Geonix conducts major
IT Dealer Convention 

Sudha Murty holds
about Rs 5,600 cr worth

of stocks in Infosys
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Sudha Murty, who
was on Friday nominated to the
Rajya Sabha by the President,
holds a 0.83 per cent stake in IT
bellwether Infosys which at cur-
rent prices is worth close to Rs
5,600 crore. The 73-year-old
philanthropist is the wife of
Infosys co-founder Narayana
Murthy. She is the chairperson
of the Murty Trust and has
authored several books.
According to the latest share-
holding filed by Infosys with the
BSE, she holds 3.45 crore shares
of the company. At the last clos-
ing price of Rs 1,616.95 on the
BSE, Murty's holding in Infosys
is currently worth Rs 5,586.66
crore. Her husband Narayana
Murthy owns 1.66 crore equity
shares that are worth Rs 2,691
crore. Sudha Murty, who was
awarded the Padma Shri in 2006
and Padma Bhushan in January
this year, is also the mother-in-
law of UK Prime Minister Rishi
Sunak. While Padma Shri is the
country's fourth-highest civilian
award, Padma Bhushan is the
second-highest civilian honour.



Central Chronicle News

KKaawwaarrddhhaa,,  MMaarr  0088::  The Regional
Saras Fair 2024, organized for
the first time in Kabirdham dis-
trict, concluded on a vibrant
note, leaving residents en-
thralled with cultural perform-
ances and an array of artistic
displays. The event, spearhead-
ed by Deputy Chief Minister
Vijay Sharma, witnessed a color-
ful finale, drawing curtains to
ten days of festivities.

Pandaria MLA Bhavna Bohra
graced the closing ceremony as
the chief guest, inaugurating the
cultural extravaganza with the
traditional lighting of the lamp.
Interacting with stallholders and

artisans, MLA Bohra explored
the diverse range of products
and crafts on display, fostering a
spirit of entrepreneurship
among local groups and arti-
sans. She also extended her sup-
port to self-help groups and ven-
dors, emphasizing the impor-

tance of
promoting
indigenous
p r o d u c t s
and the
"Vocal for
Local" ini-
t i a t i v e

championed by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. Addressing the
gathering, MLA Bhavna Bohra
highlighted the significance of
events like Saras Mela in pro-
moting local entrepreneurship
and fostering economic growth. 

She expressed optimism
about the future of these initia-
tives, envisioning the realization
of Modi ji's vision of empowered
and prosperous women, or
"Lakhpati Didis." The cultural
program at the closing ceremo-
ny captivated the audience, fea-
turing performances by

renowned artists such as
Chhattisgarhi film star Rajesh
Awasthi and musician Ajay
Pandey. Local talent was also
showcased through folk songs
and dances, adding to the vi-
brant ambiance of the fair.

District Panchayat members,
public representatives, and dig-
nitaries including Ramkumar
Bhatt, Rekha Pandey,
Chandraprakash Chandravanshi,
and Roshan Dubey graced the
occasion, acknowledging the
success of the event in promot-
ing regional culture and entre-
preneurship. 

The Saras Fair not only pro-
vided a platform for cultural ex-
change but also offered visitors
a glimpse into the rich heritage
and traditions of Chhattisgarh.
From traditional delicacies to
agricultural innovations, the fair
showcased the best of the re-
gion, while also disseminating
information about government
schemes and initiatives.
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G a u r e l a - P e n d r a -
Marwahi, Mar 08: In a
proactive move towards en-
hancing efficiency in rev-
enue case resolution,
Collector Leena Kamlesh
Mandavi chaired a review
meeting at the Arpa Hall of
the Collectorate.
Addressing the gathered
revenue officers, the
Collector emphasized the
importance of ensuring a
flawless process in resolv-
ing revenue cases.

During the meeting,
Collector Mandavi issued
instructions for the swift
resolution of pending
cases, urging officers to un-
dertake a week-long cam-
paign to address them. She
underscored the signifi-

cance of adhering to the
guidelines set forth by the
state government regard-
ing data entry in software
systems.

Furthermore, the
Collector directed
Tehsildars to maintain
oversight over Patwaris
and thoroughly investigate
any complaints lodged
against them. She urged all
revenue officers to stream-
line office procedures, in-

stitute reforms, and carry
out their duties with sensi-
tivity towards the needs of
the public.

Specific directives were
issued to prioritize the res-
olution of disputed and
undisputed demarcation
and division cases within
specified timeframes. In de-
marcation cases, both par-
ties are to be duly in-
formed, and the order sheet
must be signed accordingly.

Additionally, the
Collector reviewed various
tasks such as diversion,
tree cutting, digital signa-
ture authentication,
Aadhaar data entry, record
accuracy, map numbering,
RBC 6-4 compliance, map
renewal, and renumbering
of Khasra numbers across
different tehsils.

She instructed officers to
resolve pending cases relat-
ed to these matters within a
week.Present at the meet-
ing were Additional
Collector Namrata Anand
Dongre, Joint Collector
Dileram Dahire, SDM
Pendraroad Amit Beck,
Deputy Collector Prafulla
Rajak, along with all
Tehsildars, Naib
Tehsildars, and Revenue
Inspectors.

Vaishnav Nagas perform
Nishan Puja in Rajim

Kumbh Kalpa
Central Chronicle News

Rajim, Mar 08: On the
12th day of the Rajim
Kumbh Kalp Mela,
Vaishnav Nagas demon-
strated their devotion and
bravery by performing
Nishan Puja, led by Mahant
Narendra Das Ji Maharaj,
General Secretary of Shri
Akhil Bharatiya Manch
Ramanandi Akhara, at the
Sant Samagam Sthal. This
sacred ritual, deeply rooted
in the Vaishnav sect's tradi-
tion, saw the participation
of three Akharas repre-
senting the Vaishnav com-
munity.

The ceremony commem-
orated the historical signifi-
cance of Vaishnav Nagas in
defending Sanatan Dharma
against invaders. In an-
cient times, a formidable
army of saints was formed
to protect the faith,
equipped with the knowl-
edge of weaponry and war-
fare. These saintly war-
riors, guided by the bless-
ings of Hanuman Ji sym-

bolized by the Nishan (flag),
valiantly defended the reli-
gion's sanctity.

Amidst the presence of
saints, officials, and public
representatives, the Nishan
Puja unfolded with
grandeur and adherence to
rituals. Mahant Narendra
Das Ji was joined by promi-
nent figures including
Mahant Radha Mohan Das
Ji, Mandaleshwar
Radheshyam Das Ji, and
Mahant Ramdas Ji
Maharaj, among others.
The event was also attend-
ed by officials such as
Pratap Parakh, Deputy
Director of the Culture
Department, and Girish
Bissa, a member of the fair
organizing committee.

Rajim stands out as a
unique destination during
the Kumbh Kalpa, where
seekers and devotees re-
ceive blessings from sages
and saints, enriching their
spiritual journey with the
profound wisdom and di-
vine grace bestowed by
these revered souls.

Thousands took Holy Dip at 
the confluence of three rivers

Central Chronicle News

Rajim, Mar 08: It was
amidst light chillness in
the air, devotees in large
number took a Holy Dip
on occasion of
Mahashivratri at the con-
fluence in Rajim here on
Friday and offered prayers
to Lord Shri Bholenath
and sought blessings.

The amount of faith of
people towards religion
and 'dharm' was visible
since Thursday night itself
and those having immense
faith in religion and Lord
Shri Bholenath went for
the Holy Dip at 2:00 in the
night (early morning) and
took the holy dip in Rajim
confluence.

This year's
Mahashivratri is consid-
ered to be very much aus-
picious and therefore the
devotees thronged the con-
fluence in Rajim since
early morning hours and

taking the Holy Dip of-
fered 'deepdan'. After this
there was long queue of
devotees seen outside Shri
Kuleshwar Nath Mahadev
Mandir and Shri Rajiv
Lochan Mandir and Baba
Garib Nath. Devotees
were found anxiously
waiting for their turn to
pay obolations to Lord

Shri Shiva and this start-
ed since 3:00 early in the
morning.

It is notable here that
the tradition to take Holy
Dip on occasion of
Mahashivratri and 'deep-
dan' is going on for last
hundreds of year and the
devotees were found ad-
hering to the same even

today.
It is by keeping the

'douna' in flow of the cur-
rent, the lighted 'diyas' in-
side it were resembling
the 'juganoo' in the night.
Many a woman construct-
ed 'Shivling' with the help
of the sand and offered
'bel-patta', 'dhatura' and
flowers as per rituals and

performed prayers.
As per belief, many

devotees got the head of
their children tonsured
and there was huge crowd
of 'Pandits' at Shri
Kuleshwarnath temple
and people were found of-
fering prayers to Lord
Shri Satyanarayan and
Shivaji as well.

On occasion of Mahashivratri in Rajim

Aadhaar integration
simplifies banking

procedures
Gaurela- Pendra-
Marwahi, Mar 08: The
State Bank of India (SBI)
has issued a directive to its
customers regarding the
Mahtari Vandan Yojana,
stating that if transactions
for the scheme are con-
ducted through Aadhaar-
linked accounts, no addi-
tional KYC documentation
is required. In essence, if
Aadhaar is already linked
to the bank account and
KYC procedures have been
completed, there is no
need to submit a separate
form to the bank for the
Mahtari Vandan Yojana.
SBI emphasized that cus-
tomers visiting the bank
for KYC purposes should
ensure that the name
spelling in their bank ac-
count matches exactly
with that on their
Aadhaar card.
Additionally, customers
are requested to bring
their token number for ef-
ficient processing and co-
operation. This move aims
to streamline the process
and facilitate smoother
transactions for benefici-
aries of the Mahtari
Vandan Yojana.

Villagers protest against proposed cement factory
Central Chronicle News

Khairagarh, Mar 08: A
group of villagers from
Vicharpur, Bhardakhurd,
Pandariya, Bundeli, and
Sandi of KCG district
staged a protest outside the
Collectorate building, ex-
pressing their opposition
to the proposed establish-
ment of a cement plant in
their area.

The protest, which last-
ed for five hours, highlight-
ed the deep-seated con-
cerns of the villagers re-
garding the potential im-
pact of the cement factory
on their livelihoods and en-
vironment.

The villagers, primarily
farmers, voiced their dis-
content with the district
administration's decision
to grant approval to Shree
Cement Company for set-
ting up the plant.

Despite the state govern-
ment's preliminary nod for

the project, the villagers
remained steadfast in their
opposition, citing potential
threats to their agricultur-
al lands and traditional
way of life.

Their frustration
peaked when Collector
Chandrakant Verma
failed to meet with them
despite their repeated at-
tempts to engage with the
administration. Feeling
neglected and unheard,
the villagers surrounded
the Collector's office, de-
manding attention to their
grievances. Their anger
was palpable as they ex-
pressed their disappoint-
ment at being ignored by
the very authorities re-
sponsible for addressing
their concerns.

However, after several
hours of standoff, the
Collector finally agreed to
meet with a delegation rep-
resenting the protesting
villagers. During the meet-

ing, he assured them that
he would escalate their de-
mands to higher govern-
ment authorities for fur-
ther consideration. While
this provided a temporary
respite, the underlying ten-
sion between the villagers
and the administration re-
mained unresolved.

The core issue driving
the villagers' protest was
their fear of losing their

means of livelihood and
autonomy over their land.
They vehemently opposed
the government's purport-
ed plan to convert them
into mere labourers in ex-
change for their land,
viewing it as a betrayal of
their identity and way of
life. To them, their land
was not merely a piece of
property but a source of
sustenance and heritage

that they were determined
to protect at all costs.

Moreover, the looming
threat of the cement facto-
ry not only jeopardized
their livelihoods but also
posed a significant envi-
ronmental risk to the sur-
rounding land. The vil-
lagers expressed concerns
about the potential ad-
verse effects of industrial-
ization on their agricul-
tural practices and the fer-
tility of their soil, empha-
sizing the need to preserve
their natural resources for
future generations.

The protesting villagers
issued a stern warning to
boycott the upcoming Lok
Sabha elections if their
demands were not ad-
dressed promptly. They
viewed this as a last resort
to compel the authorities
to take their grievances
seriously and prioritize
their welfare over indus-
trial interests.

Surround Collector's office demanding attention to their concerns

Training for FST & SST conducted

Central Chronicle News

Manendragarh, Mar 08:
In a concerted effort to up-
hold the integrity of the
electoral process, a meet-
ing cum training session
for the flying squad and
static surveillance team
was conducted today in
the presence of Collector
and District Election
Officer D. Rahul Venkat,
Deputy District Election
Officer Anil Sidar, and
Expenditure Monitoring
Nodal Officer Vijayendra
Sarathi.

Addressing the atten-
dees, Collector and
District Election Officer D.

Rahul Venkat underscored
the crucial role of the
Expenditure Monitoring
Team in ensuring trans-
parency and fairness in
elections.

Emphasizing the impor-
tance of diligent over-
sight, Venkat highlighted
the responsibilities of the
Flying Squad Team (FST)
and Static Surveillance
Team (SST) assigned to
the Korba Lok Sabha con-
stituency.

With the imminent an-
nouncement of elections,
Venkat urged all parties to
remain vigilant and ad-
here strictly to the model
code of conduct. He

stressed the need for cau-
tion, strictness, vigilance,
and decency in carrying
out their duties, emphasiz-
ing the significance of im-
partiality and transparen-
cy at all check posts.

In addition to impartial
monitoring, Venkat in-
structed the teams to in-
tensively investigate and
monitor both legal and il-
legal expenses incurred by
candidates.

He emphasized the im-
portance of complete
videography during
seizure processes and di-
rected special vigilance in
sensitive areas within the
Lok Sabha constituency.

Collector emphasizes error-free
process in resolving revenue cases

Regional Saras Fair concludes with cultural splendour

Central Chronicle News

Dhamdha, Mar 08: The at-
mosphere in Dhamdha re-
mains fraught with uncer-
tainty as the scheduled elec-
tion of a no-confidence mo-
tion faces turmoil and even-
tual adjournment, leaving
political tensions at a peak.

The impending motion,
initiated by BJP councillors
against current president
Sunita Gupta of the Nagar
Panchayat Council, was
triggered by allegations of
delays in various govern-
mental projects and servic-
es, including the PM Awas
Yojana, pension payments,
electricity, water, sanita-
tion, and developmental ini-
tiatives.

With only eight months

remaining in the council's
tenure, BJP councillors
sought to oust President
Sunita Gupta citing negli-
gence and inefficiency in
governance. The planned
election, overseen by
Dhamdha's sub-divisional
officer and BJP observer
MLA Lalit Chandrakar
alongside Congress observ-
er Rajendra Sahu, was slat-

ed to occur last Thursday.
However, the proceedings

descended into confusion
when a Congress councillor
unexpectedly vanished,
casting doubt on the elec-
tion's legitimacy. Despite
the presence of BJP coun-
cillors, including MLA
Chandrakar and the district
president, at the designated
rest house for the election,

the sudden absence of the
Congress representative
disrupted the electoral
process.

Further exacerbating the
situation, the sub-divisional
officer, slated to oversee the
election, was sidelined due
to purported health con-
cerns, prompting the
abrupt postponement of the
election.

Turmoil surrounds no-confidence motion
Unprecedented Development Progress

Nagar Panchayat President Sunita Gupta highlights a significant
transformation in Dhamdha Nagar under her leadership, bolstered
by the guidance of former minister Ravindra Choubey. Over the
past four years, a series of developmental projects totaling Rs 8
crores have reshaped the landscape. However, amidst the transition
to BJP rule, a cloud of suspicion looms as Gupta accuses BJP coun-
cillors of eyeing commissions, leading to a malicious no-confidence
motion against her. Despite the postponement of elections under
political pressure, Gupta remains confident in securing a trust vote
in her favor when the time comes.

Alleged embezzlement claims
District BJP President Jitendra Verma alleges significant irregu-

larities and embezzlement of funds by Dhamdha Nagar Panchayat
President during developmental projects. These accusations
prompted BJP councillors to initiate a no-confidence motion.
However, elections were postponed due to the presiding officer's
health issues and alleged irregularities. Verma expresses confi-
dence in winning future elections whenever they occur.
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Dharamsala, Mar 08 (PTI):

Skipper Rohit Sharma
and Shubman Gill's splen-
did hundreds gave India
complete control of the
fifth Test against England
despite a late batting col-
lapse that saw the hosts
end day two at 473 for eight
here on Friday.

India lost as many as
five wickets for 97 runs in
the final session after
Rohit (103 off 162 balls)
and Gill (110 off 150 balls)
shared a stroke-filled 171-
run partnership off 244
balls for the second wicket.

Debutant Devdutt
Padikkal (65 off 103)
showed a lot of class in his
debut innings while
Sarfaraz Khan (56 off 60)
was guilty of throwing
away his wicket first ball
after tea. The home team,
which began the day at 135
for one, led England by 255
runs at stumps.

Off-spinner Shoaib
Bashir (4/170 in 44 overs),
who was taken to the
cleaners by the Indian
openers, bounced back
strongly to take three
wickets in the final ses-
sion. Left-arm spinner
Tom Hartley (2/126 in 39)
too was impressive to-
wards the end of the day
while Mark Wood (0/89 in
15) was the most expen-
sive.

The pitch remains good
for batting and at 376 for
three at tea, India looked
set to bat England out of
the game before the combi-
nation of good bowling

and reckless batting kept
the visitors alive in the
match. India scored at
close to 4.5 runs per over
until slowing down signifi-
cantly in the final session.

Kuldeep Yadav spun the
ball a lot more than fellow
Indian spinners on day
one but after a tough time
in the first two sessions on
day two, Bashir and Co.
got a lot out of the surface.

After lunch, England
captain Ben Stokes bowled
Rohit Sharma off his first
ball in nine months to give

the visitors something to
cheer about.

But Sarfaraz and
Padikkal then got together
and ensured runs kept
flowing for the home team.

Stokes, who had been
bowling only in the nets
thus far, finally decided to
roll his arm over in a
match situation after noth-
ing went England's way in
the morning session. He
had stopped bowling
owing to a knee injury and
had undergone surgery
last year.

Bowling the second over
of the afternoon session,
Stokes produced a peach
that seamed away a touch
from good length to dis-
lodge Rohit's off-stump.

In the next over, James
Anderson bowled Gill
with a beauty that seamed
back in, leaving India at
279 for three.

In his debut game,
Padikkal's off-side play
stood out as he regaled the
crowd with exquisite back-
foot punches and cover
drives.

Sarfaraz, on the other
hand, started slowly be-
fore changing gears both
against pace and spin.
What attracted most atten-
tion was his attacking play
against the express pace of
Mark Wood.

His game against fast
bowlers has been ques-
tioned but Sarfaraz was
razor sharp on Friday as
he dispatched Wood for a
lofted back-drive before
pulling him for a six over
over backward square leg.
He also played a ramp shot
off Wood using the extra
pace and bounce that he
generated.

Sarfaraz tried to cut a
harmless ball off Bashir
and ended up giving an
easy catch to Joe Root at
first slip. Padikkal got a
gem from the England off-
spinner that spun away
from middle stump to hit
the top of the off-stump.
Like Sarfaraz, Dhruv
Jurel (15) too went for an
avoidable shot and per-
ished.

Rohit, Gill put 
India in driver’s seat

Paris, Mar 08 (PTI):

Star Indian doubles
players Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy and Chirag
Shetty cruised into the
quarterfinals of the
French Open Super 750
badminton tournament
here with a straight-game
victory against the
Malaysian pair of Man
Wei Chong and Kai Woo
Tee.

Satwik and Chirag, who
have been on a dream run
with successive runner-up
finishes in 2023 China
Open, Malaysia Open
Super 1000 and India Open
Super 750 this season to
emerge as the world No. 1
doubles pair, defeated the
Malaysian duo 21-13, 21-12
in a round-of-16 clash on
Thursday night. The
Indians' domination was
such that the match ended
in just 32 minutes.

They will take on the
Thai pair of Jomkoh
Supak and Kedren

Kittinupong for a place in
the semifinal later on
Friday.

Meanwhile, PV Sindhu,
playing her first BWF tour
event since returning
from a knee injury, will
take on second seed Chen
Yu Fei of China in the
women's quarterfinal.

Sindhu, a two-time
Olympic medallist, had
battled her way from an
opening-game reversal to
outgun world No. 10 Zhang
13-21, 21-10, 21-14 to enter
her first quarterfinal of
the season.

In another Thursday
night match, the women's
doubles pair of Treesa
Jolly and Gayatri
Gopichand also pro-
gressed to the quarterfi-
nals, shocking seventh
seeded Japanese duo of
Yuki Fukushima and
Sayaka Hirota 21-18, 21-13.

They will face top seeds
Qing Chen Chen and Yi
Fan Jia of China in the
next round.

Satwik-Chirag pair cruises
into French Open quarterfinals

Sindhu loses
epic battle

against Olympic
champion Chen

India's PV Sindhu produced
a gallant fight before mar-
ginally falling short against
reigning Olympic champion
Chen Yu Fei of China in an
epic quarterfinal at the
French Open Super 750 bad-
minton tournament here on
Friday. On a comeback trail
from a four-month-long
injury layoff, Sindhu gave
ample display of her stroke-
play and physical fitness
during a marathon one hour
and 32-minute battle before
settling for a 24-22 17-21 18-
21 loss to the second seed
and defending champion
Chen in a riveting last eight
battle here.

The last time Sindhu had
beaten the world no. 2 Chen
was en route to her 2019
World Championships gold.
Since then the Indian has
lost to the Chinese twice in
the last two meetings
although she held a better 6-
5 head-to-head record
against her opponent com-
ing into the crucial tie.

Playing a top-class oppo-
nent after quite sometime,
Sindhu didn't show any sign
off the left knee injury that
had pushed her out of the
circuit since October last
year. There was nothing to
separate the two as Sindhu
produced an attacking dis-
play and also moved well on
the court but a steady Chen
Yu Fei managed to keep her
nose ahead in the end.

Nishant Dev enters
pre-quarterfinals of

World Olympic
Boxing Qualifiers

Busto Arsizio: World
Championships bronze-
medallist Nishant Dev out-
punched Georgia's Madiev
Eskerkhan to enter the
men's 71kg category pre-
quarterfinals of the first
World Olympic Boxing
Qualifiers here. The
Indian won by a unani-
mous 5-0 margin on
Thursday night.

Tokyo Olympics quar-
terfinalist Eskerkhan
looked clueless against
the Indian's attack. He
tried his best to recover in
the second round but
Nishant denied him any
chance of a comeback.
Nishant will play his
Round of 16 bout on
Sunday. Meanwhile, the
youth world champion
Ankushita Boro (66kg)
and national champion
Sanjeet (92kg) suffered
contrasting defeats in the
opening round.

While Ankushita went
down fighting 2-3 against
Sonvico Emilie of France,
Sanjeet lost 0-5 to Aibek
Oralbay of Kazakhstan,
continuing what has over-
all been a poor outing for
the country's boxers.

This tournament, fea-
turing over 590 boxers, of-
fers a total of 49 quotas, in-
cluding 28 for men and 21
for women for the 2024
Paris Olympics. India
have already secured four
quotas for Paris with
Nikhat Zareen (50kg),
Preeti (54kg), Parveen
Hooda (57kg) and Lovlina
Borgohain (75kg) confirm-
ing their berths at the
Asian Games. The second
World Qualification
Tournament will be held
in Bangkok from May 23
to June 3.

Bengaluru, Mar 08 (PTI):
Virat Kohli's
unwavering
passion for fit-
ness is the secret
behind his
longevity at top-
flight cricket and
young cricketers
should take a cue from
that to build a career of
their own, reckoned Royal
Challengers Bangalore
captain Faf du Plessis.

Kohli brought in a cul-
ture change in the Royal
Challengers dressing
room during his time as
their skipper, making fit-
ness a non-negotiable part
of a player's life.

"He's amazing, he trains
hard, he's very fit. I feel in
today's age of sport, you
have to be like that if
you're looking for longevi-
ty. So, he will be a great ex-
ample," Du Plessis told
Star Sports.

Du Plessis said talent
alone will not help a bud-
ding player to construct an
extended career at top-

level sport. "The younger
generation may feel like
they can just come in and
rely on their talent. Yes,
they are good enough in
terms of talent.

"But in terms of longevi-
ty in your body to make
sure you can play for as
long as possible, fitness
will definitely play a role,"
he said. The former South
African captain, himself a
gym creature, said Kohli's
hunger for physical fitness

was their connecting point
when he joined the fran-
chise in 2022.

"There are quite a few
things that Virat and I are
very similar, alike in the
way we see the game or
think about the game.
Obviously (we think about
being) athletic, train hard,
be fit, eat well.

"So, we look at a holistic
approach to being a profes-
sional sportsman. I think
that's why we connected so
well in my first season at
RCB. We were very simi-
lar," he said.

Under Du Plessis, the
Royal Challengers had
reached the playoffs in
2022, while they finished
sixth in the previous edi-
tion.

Former India and RCB
pacer Varun Aaron, who
recently announced his re-
tirement, hoped Kohli
would bat in this IPL like
he did in 2016, beginning
on March 22. Kohli scored
973 runs in that season to
top the batting charts.

Kohli's longevity is connected to fitness, an
example for young cricketers: Du Plessis

Dharmasala, Mar 08 (PTI):

The Indian Premier
League has not only
played an important role
in talent identification
over the years but has
also made all three for-
mats of the game more
competitive, league chair-
man Arun Dhumal said
on Friday. Since its maid-
en season in 2008, the IPL
and T20 cricket have
grown exponentially.
Several players including
the likes of Jasprit
Bumrah, Suryakumar
Yadav, Hardik Pandya,
Yashasvi Jaiswal and
Rinku Singh have gone
on to get the coveted
India cap after stellar per-
formances in the lucra-
tive league. "IPL has done
a phenomenal job as far
as the identification of
new boys is concerned.
We have seen, every sea-
son you will have very tal-
ented youngsters coming

in like Yashasvi Jaiswal,
Rinku Singh," Dhumal
told PTI Video in an ex-
clusive chat here.

"They have then played
for India also, so that way
IPL has turned out to be a
great tournament for the
young talent and hopeful-
ly this season is going to
be no different," he
added. The IPL has be-
come the world's second-
richest sports league in
terms of per match value,

behind USA's National
Football League (NFL)
and Dhumal feels the
league has a had a posi-
tive effect on the Test and
ODI formats as well.

"Definitely IPL in the
last 15 years has become
the second most impor-
tant league in the world,
it is the second most valu-
able league.You can imag-
ine how cricket has
tremendously shifted
post-IPL, we have seen
Test matches yielding
more results, ODI's be-
coming more competi-
tive." "Some two decades
back 250-300 used to be a
good score now you have
400 happening regularly,
we all celebrated when
Sachin scored his first
200 in an ODI game and
after that there has been
so much that has come,
and thanks to this T20
format and this IPL com-
ing into play," Dhumal
added.

IPL has made all three formats
more competitive: Dhumal

Nashville, Mar 08 (AP):

Luis Suarez scored in
stoppage time, while
Lionel Messi also
scored after half-time to
help Inter Miami tie
Nashville 2-2 Thursday
night in the CONCA-
CAF Champions Cup.

The teams will meet
Wednesday night in
Florida in the second
leg of the home-and-
home, total-goals series
in the pre-quarterfi-
nals.

Suarez tied it up by
scoring in the fifth
minute of stoppage
time with a header off a
cross from former
Barcelona teammate
Sergio Busquets.

Messi got Inter Miami
on the board with his
first CONCACAF goal
in the 52nd minute.

"It's a completely dif-
ferent level of intelli-
gence from the likes
of Lionel Messi

and Busquets
and Suarez,"

Nashville coach Gary
Smith said of facing
Inter Miami with the

talent the team has
added. "Completely
different level.
And for the most
part, I thought the
guys did a wonder-
ful job."

J a c o b
Shaffelburg scored

in the fourth
minute, then again in

the 47th minute after
halftime to put
Nashville up 2-0 before
a crowd of 30,109.
Nashville thought it
had a 3-1 lead when
Shaq Moore scored in
the 83rd minute, only to
have the goal waived off
for being off-side.

Smith wasn't happy
with the officiating,
making clear he hadn't
seen Moore's goal.
Smith said he thought
the rules required clear
error or the decision on
the field should stand.

Luis Suarez, Lionel Messi rally Inter
Miami for a 2-2 tie with Nashville

Lionel Messi #10 of Inter Miami CF
celebrates after a goal by Luis

Suarez #9 against Nashville SC dur-
ing the second half of the Concacaf

Champions Cup Leg One Round of 16
match at GEODIS Park on March 07.

CChhrriissttcchhuurrcchh,,  MMaarr  0088  ((AAPP))::
Josh Hazlewood took 5-31 as
Australia bowled out New
Zealand for 162 on the open-
ing day of the second Test on
Friday, overshadowing the
100th test appearances of
Kane Williamson and Tim
Southee. Williamson made 17
in the course of an accelerat-
ing collapse of the New
Zealand batting order in
which Tom Latham's 38 was
the highest score. Southee
made 26 in a 55-run partner-
ship for the ninth wicket with
Matt Henry (29) which was
the highest of the innings. By
stumps, Australia was 124-4
and the deficit had been
reduced to 38. Marnus
Labuschagne had played his
way out of a slump and was 45
not out at the close and night-
watchman Nathan Lyon was
unbeaten on one. Australia
had been 32-2 after Ben Sears
dismissed Steve Smith (11)
with his third ball in test
cricket and Usman Khawaja
was bowled by Henry.

Labuschagne put on 49 with
first test century-maker
Cameron Green who was out
for 25 in the last hour. Henry
dismissed Travis Head (21)
when Australia was 107-4 and
finished the day with 3-39.
But, Labuschagne's fighting

innings ensured Australia fin-
ished the day on top. "What
we pride ourselves on is how
we go about our work and
obviously it wasn't ideal with
the bat," Henry said. "But, we
knew how we to operate out
here with the ball to put
Australia under pressure.
"But, there's a long way to go
and it's going to be a big first
session tomorrow."
Hazlewood's inexorable line
and length, just on off stump
and ducking away, was too
much for the New Zealand top
order. His 12th five-wicket
bag in tests included the wick-
ets of Williamson, Latham,
Rachin Ravindra, Daryl
Mitchell and Henry, whose
wicket was the last to fall in
only the 46th over. Mitchell
Starc took the wickets of Will
Young (14), Glenn Phillips (2)
and Scott Kuggeleijn for a
first-ball duck. With Phillips'
wicket, Starc surpassed
Dennis Lillee's career tally of
356 Test wickets, a significant
Australian milestone.

Hazlewood takes 5-31, Australia in 
control of 2nd Test against New Zealand

IInnddiiaann  WWeellllss,,  MMaarr  0088  ((PPTTII))::

Sumit Nagal was handed a
straight-set defeat by Canada's
Milos Raonic in the opening
round of the BNP Paribas Open
here, bringing a swift end to
the Indian tennis player's cam-
paign after he made the main
draw as a 'lucky loser' due to
Rafael Nadal's pullout. Nagal,
who is ranked 101st in the ATP
charts, went down 3-6 3-6 in a
match that lasted one hour and
28 minutes. Raonic, who
entered the match with a pro-

tected ranking of 224, convert-
ed three of the 12 break points
he earned during the
encounter. Nagal, on the other
hand, could not manage to
make good of the two break
points he got. Nagal had lost in
the second round of the quali-
fying tournament but snaked
into main draw after Nadal's
last-minute withdrawal, citing
lack of readiness for the event.
The Spaniard has been battling
injury issues and was forced to
undergo a hip surgery last sea-
son.

Nagal bows out of Indian
Wells ATP event following

first-round loss

Bristol Open squash:
Urwashi Joshi enters

quarterfinals
Bristol, Mar 08 (PTI):
India's Urwashi Joshi
upset second-seeded
Australian Sophie
Fadaely 3-2 to advance to
the quarterfinals of the
Bristol Open squash
tournament here on
Friday. Urwashi, a semi-
finalist during the 2023
N a t i o n a l
Championships, was en-
gaged in a thrilling con-
test as she conquered the
Australian 7-11, 11-6, 9-11,
11-5, 11-7 during the in-
tense 35-minute pre-quar-
terfinal meeting of the
USD 3000 PSA Challenger
event.

The Maharashtra play-
er, who defeated Jasmin
Kalar of England 11-4, 11-
5, 9-11, 11-9 in the opening
round within 21 minutes,
will take on fifth seed
Erin Classen of
Australia in the quarter-
finals. Classen prevailed
over Olivia Besant of
England in the pre-quar-
terfinal, routing her 3-0
(11-5, 11-5, 14-12).

Indian challenge
ends at Nagpur

Open ITF
Nagpur: Indian challenge
ended at the W35 Nagpur
Open ITF Women's
Championships, with the
ouster of Sahaja Yamlapalli
from the singles and
Shrivalli Bhamidipathy and
Vaidehi Chaudari from the
doubles category here on
Friday. In the singles quar-
terfinal, fifth seed Sahaja
was stunned by unseeded
Dayeon Back 4-6 1-6. Later in
doubles semifinal, Korean
Yeonwoo Ku and
Lithuania's Justina
Mikulskyte defeated the
local duo of Shrivalli and
Vaidehi 6-2 2-6 10-8 in a keen-
ly-contested match.

In other quarterfinal
matches, runner-up at the
Gurgaon event last week,
Yeonwoo Ku of Korea kept
her singles hopes alive, beat-
ing Russian Ekaterina
Yashina 6-1 6-0 to progress to
the last-four. In Saturday's
semifinals, Ku will take on
another Russian Daria
Kudashova, who carved out
a 6-4 6-3 win over Rinon
Okuwaki of Japan.
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Ghaziabad, Mar 8 (PTI) 

President Droupadi Murmu on
Friday said the Indian Air Force’s
contribution to the nation’s serv-
ice is etched in “golden letters”
and it is not only guarding the
skies but also making a para-
mount contribution to the coun-
try’s space programme.

In her address at a ceremony
held at the Hindan Air Force
Station to award President’s
Standard and Colours to four
units of the IAF, Murmu said she
believed that more and more
women will sign up for the force
and serve the nation and empha-
sised that increased representa-
tion of women in the force will
make it “more inclusive”.

She also extended her wishes to
women on International Women’s
Day.

The President is the Supreme
Commander of the Armed
Forces.

The IAF’s contribution to the
nation’s service in protecting the
country is “etched in golden let-
ters”, she said.

“It is a matter of joy that the
IAF is not only guarding our skies
but also making a paramount
contribution to India’s space pro-
gramme,” the President said.

The President said the four as-
tronauts chosen to be part of the
Gaganyaan mission are IAF offi-
cers.

Gaganyaan — the country’s

maiden human space flight mis-
sion — envisages demonstration
of human spaceflight capability
by launching a crew of three
members to an orbit of 400 km for
a three-day mission and bringing
them back safely to earth, by land-
ing in Indian sea waters, accord-
ing to ISRO website.

Names of these astronauts are
— Gp Capt Prasanth
Balakrishnan Nair, Gp Capt Ajit
Krishnan, Gp Capt Angad Pratap
Wg Cdr Shubhanshu Shukla —

who are all fighter pilots in the
IAF.

President Murmu also said,
that besides guarding land, sea
and air, today it’s also essential to
protect cyberspace and laborato-
ries.

She also said it was “a matter of
joy that women are being provid-
ed equal opportunities in all
branches of the Indian Air
Force”.

They are being “encouraged” to
make a career in the Air Force,

she said while expressing confi-
dence that in coming times,
“more and more girls will join the
Air Force and serve the country”.

“And, increased representation
of women in the Air Force will
make this Force more inclusive,”
Murmu added.

In her address after the ceremo-
ny, the President said she was
pleased to know that the IAF has
been adopting modern technolo-
gies in the last few years.

“I praise the contribution made
by serving and former air war-
riors and officers in the service of
the nation. The air warriors have
shown amazing courage, dedica-
tion and self-sacrifice in the wars
of 1948, 1965, 1971 and 1999.

“Even in peacetime, they have
contributed to relief, and rescue
work and rendered humanitarian
aid in the country and abroad.
Their devotion to duty is a matter
of inspiration for all Indians,”
she said.

She also underlined the
‘Operation Safed Sagar’ under-
taken by the IAF during the 1999
Kargil war.

The President also touched
upon the role of evolving technol-
ogy in the growth of a force like
the IAF.

In this rapidly changing era, de-
fence-related “requirements and
priorities also changing fast”.
Akin to other sectors, the role of
technology is also growing in the
defence sector, she said.

‘IAF guarding skies, making paramount
contribution to space programme’

President Droupadi Murmu addresses during the President’s Standard
and President’s Colours Presentation 2024, at the Air Force Station,
Hindon, in Ghaziabad, Friday.

LS polls, Sandeshkhali,
Manipur likely to be 
discussed in upcoming RSS
meet in Nagpur
New Delhi, Mar 8 (PTI): Upcoming
Lok Sabha polls, alleged atrocities
against women in West Bengal’s
Sandeshkhali and the prevailing situa-
tion in Manipur are among various
contemporary issues that may come
up for discussion at the RSS’s all-India
‘Pratinidhi’ meeting scheduled to be
held in Nagpur next week, according
to sources.

The three-day meeting, scheduled to
begin on March 15, will also see elec-
tion for the post of RSS general secre-
tary, the second top position in the or-
ganisation after its chief, the sources
said.

At present, Dattatreya Hosabale
holds the post. He had been elected as
RSS general secretary for a term of
three years at the Akhil Bharatiya
Pratinidhi Sabha held in Bengaluru in
2021.

During the forthcoming RSS’s meet-
ing in Nagpur, the sources said, elec-
tions for the position of ‘sanghchalak’
(chief) and ‘sarkaryawah’ (secretary)
of the respective state units of the or-
ganisation will also be held.

In a statement on March 1, RSS na-
tional publicity and media in-charge
Sunil Ambekar had said the Akhil
Bharatiya Pratinidhi Sabha will re-
view all the works and ‘sewa karya’
done by the RSS volunteers and its var-
ious wings in 
2023-24.

There will also be a wide-range of
discussion on Sangh’s plan for the year
2024-25, he said.

“The meeting will also discuss vari-
ous contemporary issues including
Lok Sabha polls, atrocities against
women in Sandeshkhali and the pre-
vailing situation in Manipur,” a source
said.

HC issues directions to deal
with surrender petitions
Chennai, March 8 (PTI): The Madras
High Court on Friday held that surren-
der petitions filed by accused who have
voluntarily surrendered before a
Magistrate having no jurisdiction to
try the case, were not maintainable.

Justice N Anand Venkatesh, who
gave the ruling, further said no order of
remand can be passed by the
Magistrate under section 167 (2) Cr.P.C
(on detention) on such petitions, in the
light of the decisions of the Supreme
Court.

In the context of cases concerning of-
fences under the Indian Penal Code, a
person accused of an offence who has
not been forwarded under Section
167(1) Cr.P.C, and who voluntarily ap-
pears and files a surrender petition be-
fore the Magistrate cannot be dealt
with under Section 167(2) Cr.P.C.

Consequently, the period for the pur-
pose of the proviso to Section 167(2),
the period of 15 days police custody or
60/90 days custody will commence only
from the date on which he comes into
the custody of the Court, upon being
forwarded by the police under Section
167(1) Cr.P.C, the judge added.

The judge gave the directions while
disposing of a petition filed by the
Tamil Nadu government, challenging
an order of the Judicial Magistrate,
Sathyamangalam, accepting the sur-
render of four accused and remanding
them to judicial custody under Section
167(2) Cr.P.C in connection with a mur-
der.

The judge said in the event an ac-
cused voluntarily appears before the
Magistrate having no jurisdiction to
try the case, it would be open to the
Magistrate to direct the Station House
Officer of the nearest police station
under his jurisdiction to take the ac-
cused into custody and deal with him
in accordance with the procedure set
out in Clauses (3) to (5) of Police
Standing Order.

ED attaches sugar mill
of Sharad Pawar’s
grandnephew
New Delhi, Mar 8 (PTI) :
The Enforcement
Directorate on Friday said
it has attached assets worth
more than Rs 50 crore of a
sugar mill owned by a com-
pany of Rohit Pawar, the
grandnephew of NCP (SP)
supremo Sharad Pawar.

The action pertains to
the money laundering in-
vestigation conducted by
the federal agency in the al-
leged Maharashtra State
Co-operative Bank (MSCB)
scam. A total of 161.30 acres
of land, plant, machinery
and building of the Kannad
Sahakari Sakhar
Karkhana Limited
(Kannad SSK) located in
Kannad village of
Aurangabad district has
been provisionally at-
tached under the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA),
the ED said in a statement.
The Kannad SSK is owned
by Baramati Agro Ltd., a
company of Rohit Pawar,
who is also an MLA of the
Sharad Pawar faction of
the Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP).

New Delhi, Mar 8 (PTI) 

The bullets of unjustified accusations
cause wounds that make it impossible
for spouses to live together, and the
“rabbit hole” of criminal litigation
pushes them toward the point of no re-
turn, the Delhi High court has said
while granting divorce to a man on
grounds of cruelty by wife.

The court, while granting divorce,
said false complaints of dowry and ha-
rassment by the wife, which dragged
the husband and his family into the
“loop of endless criminal litigations”,
were sufficient to conclude mental,
emotional and physical cruelty to him.

“Though the aggrieved person is enti-
tled and well within their rights to avail

the remedy under laws, but, crossing
the point of ‘no return’ becomes in-
evitable once the spouses get engulfed
in this rabbit hole of criminal litiga-
tions.

The bullets of unjustified accusa-
tions and complaints cause such fatal
wounds, leading to unendurable mental
and physical acrimony, making it im-
possible for the spouses to live togeth-
er,” said the bench headed by Justice
Suresh Kumar Kait in a recent order.

“Making such unsubstantiated alle-
gations of dowry harassment which
are palpably not made out from the fam-
ily circumstances of the parties is noth-
ing but an act of mental trauma and
cruelty,” the bench, also comprising
Justice Neena Bansal Krishna, held.

‘Bullets of unjustified accusations lead
to fatal wounds between spouses’ 

LORD SHIVA SCULPTURE

Sand artists give finishing touches to a sculpture of Lord Shiva on the occasion of Maha Shivratri festival, in Mumbai, Friday.

Thiruvananthapuram, Mar 8 (PTI) 

Padmaja Venugopal, who joined
the BJP a day ago, said on Friday
that the Congress lacks a strong
leader like Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

Padmaja, who was accorded a
grand welcome at the airport here
by BJP leaders, including its state
president K Surendran, and party
workers, later said at a press con-
ference that it pained her to leave
the Congress, but she was not
ready to put up any longer with the
“insults” she has been suffering.

She said that someone asked her
why she joined the BJP as she has
stood strong with the Congress
even when facing problems from
within the party.

“After seeing Prime Minister
Modi’s style of functioning for
some time, I realised that every
party needs a strong leader. The
Congress does not have any such
strong leaders,” she said.

Padmaja, the daughter of
Congress stalwart and former
Kerala Chief Minister K
Karunakaran, alleged that the
leaders in the party do not even
have time to meet its functionar-
ies.

She said that when she recently
went to the Congress’s headquar-
ters in Delhi, she found that Sonia
Gandhi does not meet anyone,
“Rahul Gandhi has no time and

most of the senior leaders have left
(the party)”.

“...That day, I realised there was
no point in remaining there. I had
had enough of being insulted.

“During the elections, I was not
included in any committees, four-
to-five people within the party
were working to chase me out of
Thrissur and create problems for
me everywhere else and when I
complained about it, the party
leadership did not take it seriously,
which hurt me,” Padmaja said.

All these things had been in her

mind for some time, but she had
not shared it with anyone else, she
said.

“So, they (Congress) were
shocked by my sudden decision.
They never thought I would take
such a decision. I told them that
anyone pushed into a corner
would push back,” she said.

On reporters seeking her views
about what Youth Congress state
President Rahul Mamkootathil
said about her parentage a day ago,
she said that his comments
amounted to insulting her mother

and therefore, she would be filing a
complaint against him in that re-
gard.

Regarding what her elder broth-
er, Congress MP K
Muraleedharan, said about her de-
cision, Padmaja said that he has no
right to blame her when he has
changed parties several times in
the past.

“I never said anything bad about
him when I was in the Congress
and he left it to join some other
parties. He is my brother, so I have
no intention of saying anything
against him.

“But, we need to keep our politi-
cal and personal lives separate. My
political life is different,” she said.

On reporters pointing out that
Muraleedharan said she was work-
ing from home and therefore, does
not need any more consideration
than what she has already got,
Padmaja said that was an unfair
statement coming from him.

She said that Muraleedharan
was aware of the health problems
she had been suffering for over
one-and-a-half years and therefore,
he should not have made such a
statement.

“What he said, therefore, was for
political gains and votes,” she re-
marked.

Padmaja officially joined the
BJP at a function held at the party
headquarters in New Delhi on
Thursday.

‘Congress lacks a strong leader like PM Modi’

BJP Kerala President K. Surendran felicitates newly-joined party leader
Padmaja Venugopal during a reception, in Thiruvananthapuram, Friday.

Bengaluru, Mar 8 (PTI) 

Vice-President Jagdeep Dhankhar
celebrated International Women’s Day
with ISRO scientists, praising the space
agency for its culture of gender diversi-
ty and inclusivity in decision making
process and describing it as a befitting
example to other organisations.

“India’s ‘Rocket Women’ are leading
us to the sky and beyond; they have bro-
ken ceilings for themselves and for our
progress to go beyond benchmarks set
earlier,” he said while interacting with
the scientific community at ISRO’s U R
Rao Satellite Centre here on Friday.

He also celebrated Women’s Day with
ISRO scientists and said: “A woman is
always in a leadership role right from
birth.”

Commending the “indomitable spirit
and contribution” of India’s women sci-
entists, Dhankhar said ISRO has exem-
plified the theme of International
Women’s Day 2024 - “Invest in Women:
Accelerate Progress”.

“It is worth noting that presently,
there are about 20 per cent women in
scientific and technical areas in ISRO
and more than 500 women employees
are in leadership roles at different lev-

els in managerial and administrative
domains, including leading a Centre,”
he said.

Describing it as an honour to be at
“the heart of India’s space exploration
prowess” in Bengaluru, he congratulat-
ed the ISRO family, for their incredible
talent and commitment for globally
defining India’s innovation and techno-
logical quantum jump. Lauding numer-
ous achievements of ISRO including
Chandrayan-3 and launching of several
foreign satellites, the Vice-President un-
derlined that ISRO has showcased our
scientific prowess and technological ex-
pertise on the world stage, while en-
hancing the quality of life for millions
of our fellow citizens.

Observing that ISRO’s success has ig-
nited the fascination of masses and
brought space technology to every
household, he praised ISRO’s support
in disaster management, early warning
and government programmes such as
‘PM Fasal Bima Yojana’ and ‘PM Awas
Yojana.’

The launch of Chandrayan-3 broke
the internet (record) by becoming one
of the most watched live streams on
YouTube with over eight million view-
ers,” he said.

V-P interacts with ISRO scientists

‘Woman is always in a 
leadership role right from birth’

Govt focus on integrating new technology
into tribal welfare: Arjun Munda

New Delhi, Mar 8 (PTI): The government will focus
on leveraging new technology such as artificial intelli-
gence and machine learning for tribal welfare going
ahead, Union Minister Arjun Munda said on Friday.

The BJP government has given an opportunity to
tribals to protect their culture and identity and ac-
knowledged the contribution of tribal revolutionaries
to the making of India, he said while briefing the
media about the achievements in 10 years of the
Narendra Modi dispensation.

“We have traversed 75 years of independence but it
is the first time we got a President from a tribal com-
munity. No one except the Narendra Modi government
can do this,” he said.


