
Anticipatory bail 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A court here
on Saturday granted
anticipatory bail to a 54-
year-old doctor of All
India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS) accused
of raping a colleague on
the pretext of marriage.
Additional Sessions Judge
Ravindra Kumar Pandey
granted pre-arrest bail to
the male doctor, a profes-
sor of neurosurgery,
against whom Delhi
Police had registered a
case under penal provi-
sions of rape, unnatural
offences, causing miscar-
riage without woman's
consent, and criminal
intimidation.

ED summon
BBhhuubbaanneesswwaarr:: The
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) has summoned sen-
ior BJD MLA and former
Odisha Minister Prafulla
Samal and his son over an
alleged money laundering
case, sources said on
Saturday. The probe
agency has issued sum-
mons to Samal and his
son Prayaskanti in con-
nection with Barapada
Engineering College land
irregularities, they added.

Fire
MMuummbbaaii:: Around 15 com-
mercial units and some
houses were gutted in a
fire that broke out in a
residential structure in
Mumbai's Govandi area
early on Saturday, in
which nobody was
injured, an official said.
The fire brigade received
a call alerting it about the
blaze at 3.55 am, he said.

Arrested 
BBookkaarroo:: As many as 11
inter-state cybercriminals
were arrested in
Jharkhand's Bokaro dis-
trict, while three others
managed to escape,
police said on Saturday.
The police recovered 41
mobile phones, 36 SIM
cards of different compa-
nies and other documents
related to the crime from
their possession, a police
officer said. 

Order
NNeeww  DDeellhhii::    Lieutenant
Governor V K Saxena has
ordered the removal of
Delhi Pharmaceutical
Sciences and Research
University (DPSRU) vice-
chancellor Ramesh Goyal
in connection with an
alleged scam involving
the recruitment of teach-
ing faculties in 2017-2019,
Raj Niwas officials said on
Saturday.
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PM Modi hoists BJP's party flag 
during the BJP National Council

meeting, in New Delhi, Saturday.
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New Delhi, Feb 17 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Saturday asked BJP mem-
bers to build the party's Lok
Sabha poll campaign
around the government's
development and pro-poor
welfare initiatives besides
the measures to enhance
the country's global stand-
ing, asserting that winning
370 seats will be a true trib-
ute to its key ideologue
Syama Prasad Mookerjee.

Addressing a meeting of
the BJP's national office-
bearers before the start of
its convention, he said
every party worker should
focus on polling booths in
the next 100 days, the period
by which the upcoming Lok
Sabha polls are likely to be
over, and ensure at least 370
more votes for the party at
every polling station than

in 2019. Briefing reporters
on Modi's speech, BJP gen-
eral secretary Vinod Tawde
said the prime minister told
the meeting that the opposi-
tion will engage in "tu tu-
main main" (petty squab-
bling), unwarranted and di-
visive issues but they must
not be distracted and re-
main focussed on its devel-
opment agenda.

Modi said, "370 is not
merely a number for the

BJP. It symbolises a pro-
found sentiment.
Mookerjee made the ulti-
mate sacrifice for the abro-
gation of Article 370 to pre-
serve our nation's unity and
integrity. As a true tribute
to him, the BJP should se-
cure victory in 370 seats."

The Modi government
had scrapped Article 370 of
the Constitution, which ac-
corded special status to the
erstwhile state of Jammu

and Kashmir, in August
2019 soon after returning to
power for a second time.

The Lok Sabha has 543
seats, and the BJP had won
282 and 303 of them in 2014
and 2019 respectively. Modi
has set a target for the BJP-
led National Democratic
Alliance to win over 400
seats.

In a post on X later, Modi
said, "Addressed the
@BJP4India National
Office Bearers.
Complimented every Party
Karyakarta for their excep-
tional efforts to serve peo-
ple. Discussed ways to deep-
en our Party's grassroots
level connect across all sec-
tions of society. Over the
last decade, BJP has made a
mark as a party of develop-
ment and good governance.
Our schemes, initiatives
and reforms have trans-
formed several lives."

Virudhunagar (TN), Feb 17 (PTI):

Ten people including
four women were killed in
an explosion at a fireworks
factory in this district on
Saturday. Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister M K Stalin
directed two state minis-
ters to coordinate the res-
cue and relief activities.

The Chief Minister said
a sudden explosion in a
firecracker manufactur-
ing unit in Kundayiruppu
village in Vembakottai re-
sulted in the death of ten

people - six men and four
women. He has directed
State Revenue Minister K
K S S R Ramachandran
and Labour Minister C V
Ganesan to immediately
rush to the spot and en-
sure rescue and relief ac-

tivities, an official release
here said.

Expressing anguish
over the accident, the
Chief Minister conveyed
his heartfelt condolences
and sympathies to the be-
reaved families.

Sriharikota, Feb 17 (PTI): 

Moving ahead on its mis-
sion to study the Earth and
ocean surfaces, ISRO on
Saturday successfully
launched its next genera-
tion weather observation
satellite INSAT-3DS on-
board a GSLV rocket into a
precise orbit.

The flawless mission
prompted the ISRO to virtu-
ally heave a sigh of relief
over the challenging GSLV
rocket technology, as the di-
rector of today's mission
said the "naughty boy has
matured into an obedient,
disciplined boy," apparently
referring to its past unsuc-
cessful missions.

ISRO Chairman S
Somanath said the success
gave the space agency
"greater confidence," as the
GSLV will be next deployed
in the NISAR mission, a col-
laborative effort with the
US' NASA. The INSAT-3DS
satellite, weighing 2274 kg is
a follow-on mission of the
third generation meteoro-
logical satellite to be placed

in a geostationary orbit and
is funded by the Ministry of
Earth Sciences.

The objective of the mis-
sion is to provide continu-
ity of services to existing
operational INSAT-3D
(launched in 2013) and
INSAT-3DR (September
2016) for enhanced meteoro-
logical observations, moni-
toring of land and ocean
surfaces, weather forecast

and disaster warning, as
well as to provide satellite
aided Search and Rescue
Services (SAR) among oth-
ers.

At the end of the 27.5
hour countdown, the nearly
52 metre tall GSLV-F14 lift-
ed-off majestically from the
second launch pad at this
spaceport here, at a pre-
fixed time of 5.35 pm.

The three stage rocket
with a cryogenic upper
stage, after a flight of about
20 minutes, got separated
from the vehicle as planned
and placed the satellite into
a Geosynchronous
Transfer Orbit.

Later, scientists at ISRO
would undertake a series of
manoeuvres to place the
satellite into the Geo-sta-
tionary orbit in the coming
days. The rocket carries im-
ager and sounder payloads,
data relay transponders,
satellite aidedR transpon-
ders which would be used to
study cloud properties, fog,
rainfall, snow cover and
depth, fire, smoke, land and
ocean among others.

New Delhi, Feb 17 (PTI): 

Renowned Urdu poet
Gulzar and Sanskrit scholar
J a g a d g u r u
Rambhadracharya have
been named the recipients
of the 58th Jnanpith Award,
the Jnanpith selection com-
mittee announced on
Saturday.

Sampooran Singh Kalra,
popularly known as Gulzar,
is celebrated for his works
in Hindi cinema and is con-
sidered one of the finest
Urdu poets of this era.

Rambhadracharya, the
founder and head of Tulsi
Peeth in Chitrakoot, is a
renowned Hindu spiritual
leader, educator and writer
of more than 240 books and
texts, including four epics.
In a statement, the Jnanpith
selection committee said, "It

has been decided to give the
award (for 2023) to eminent
writers from two languages:
Sanskrit litterateur
J a g a d g u r u
Rambhadracharya and well
known Urdu litterateur
Shri Gulzar."

Gulzar received Sahitya
Akademi Award for Urdu in
2002, Dadasaheb Phalke
Award in 2013, Padma
Bhushan in 2004, and at
least five National Film
awards for his works.

Some of his finest works
include the song "Jai Ho" for
film "Slumdog Millionaire",
which received an Oscar
award in 2009 and Grammy
Award in 2010, and songs for
critically acclaimed films as
"Maachhis" (1996),
"Omkara" (2006), "Dil Se..."
(1998), and "Guru" (2007),
among others.

Bhopal, Feb 17 (PTI): 

The buzz over senior
Congress leader Kamal
Nath's possible switch to
the BJP grew louder on
Saturday with the former
Madhya Pradesh chief
minister saying if there
would be any such thing,
he would inform the
media first, and his son
Nakul Nath dropping
Congress from his bio on
social media.

Congress leaders from
Madhya Pradesh, however,
stressed on the decades-old
ties between Kamal Nath
and the party to dismiss
the speculation that he
may cross over to the BJP.
Madhya Pradesh Congress
chief Jitu Patwari recalled
how former prime minis-
ter Indira Gandhi had de-
scribed Nath as her "third
son".

Jamnagar, Feb 17 (PTI): 

A court in Jamnagar in
Gujarat on Saturday sen-
tenced renowned film-
maker Rajkumar
Santoshi to two years in
jail and also directed him
to pay Rs 2 crore to the
complainant in a cheque
return case.

Four women among 10 killed

MODI AT BJP MEET

‘Focus on devp agenda,
ensure winning 370 seats’ 

Attendees during the BJP National Council meeting, in New Delhi, Saturday.

GSLV rocket successfully injects
meteorological satellite into orbit

Will ‘unhappy’
Nath exit Cong,

join BJP?

Rajkumar
Santoshi gets

2 years jail 

Gulzar, Sanskrit scholar
Rambhadracharya selected

for Jnanpith Award

GSLV-F14, carrying INSAT-3DS
satellite lifts off from the

SDSC-SHAR, in Sriharikota,
Saturday.



Harjinder Singh

Bhilai: Sundar Nagar
resident Harjinder
Singh left for heavenly
abode at the age of 84
years on Friday. Last
rites of the mortal re-
mains were performed
at Ramnagar
Muktidham. He was
the father of Kulbinder
Singh (Robin) and
Indermohini Kaur
(Mala) and father-in-
law of SPS Jaggi
(Retired Director,
Shipping Corporation)
and Jyoti Bakshi (HoD,
Botany, St Thomas
College).

OBITUARY

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 17:
Employees of the
Electrical Zone of Bhilai
Steel Plant were awarded
the 'Pali Shiromani' and
'Karm Shiromani'
Awards for their exempla-
ry work performance,
under the 'Shiromani
Puraskar Yojana' by
Bhilai Steel Plant. The
award ceremony was or-
ganized recently. TK
Krishna Kumar, CGM
(Electrical) was the chief
guest on this occasion.

Jitendra Kumar Sahu,
Deputy Manager (PSD),
was awarded the 'Pali
Shiromani Award' for his
excellent performance
during the quarter of
July to September 2023,
while Raj Kumar Nayyar,
AGM (ERS) was awarded
'Pali Shiromani' for the
quarter of October to
December 2023.

Ram Krishna Shastri,

CMOCT (PSD) was award-
ed the 'Karm Shiromani'
Award for the month of
September 2023, while
Rajeshwari Nareti, ACT
(PSD), and Jeewan Lal
Paikra, Master OCT
(ERS) were awarded the
Karm Shiromani Awards
for their commendable
work performance in the
months of October and
November 2023, respec-
tively.

Senior officials of the

Electrical zone including
Prakash, GM (Telecom),
PK Padhi, GM (ERS), RR
Thakur, GM (PSD),
Ravindra Kumar GM
(PSD-II), Bensy George,
GM (PSD-I), S Lakshmi,
GM (TPIE), Md Ashraf
Siddique, GM (HME),
Akshaya Kumar Nayak,
GM (CRME), and
Subhash Rathore, GM
(ETL), were also present
on this occasion, along
with Anurodh Darhe,

AGM (Electrical) and
other senior officials.

Mementos and certifi-
cates were presented to
the awardees, along with a
Letter of Appreciation to
their respective spouses.
During the programme,
the awardees were appre-
ciated for their achieve-
ments at the workplace.
Dameshwari Belsar,
Section Officer, compered
the programme, while,
Girish Kumar Madharia,
Assistant Manager
(Personnel Office-P&E
Zone), proposed the vote of
thanks.

Those employees of
Bhilai Steel Plant, who
demonstrate innovation
in their work to achieve
the goals of the company
by following all the safety
standards with the re-
sources available in their
work area, are felicitated
with Shiromani Awards
by the Plant
Management.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 17:
Saraswati Puja program
was organized at Uday
Mahavidyalaya, Jamul-
Bhilai, on the occasion of
"Basant Panchami". The
gathering offered
prayers to Goddess
Saraswati. The students

enthralled everyone
with bhajan and kirtan.
BEd Students of fourth
semester prepared
Khichdi as Prasad.
Principal Dr Alipa Sahu
explained the impor-
tance of Basant
Panchami and extended
best wishes to become a
person of character by

keeping speech, behav-
iour and actions under
control. Assistant
Professor Kalavati Rao,
Dr Prabha Sahu, Neelam
Chauhan, Purnima
Sahu, Ranjana Tripathi,
Kalpana Gupta, Reshmi
Bano, Anita Sahu,
Satnam Singh and stu-
dents were present.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 17: Bhilai
Steel Plant's Wire Rod
Mill has made a new day
record production of 1663
Tonnes on 15th Feb 2024
as against the previous
best of 1654 Tonnes on
19th Nov 2023 in TMT 10
and 8 mm profile.

The Mill that rolls out
Electrode Quality wire
rods for electrode indus-
try and TMT wire rods in
both earthquake resistant
(EQR) and high corrosion
resistant (HCR) grades
has recorded an impres-
sive growth of 23.6% in
production during April
23 to Jan 24 period over
corresponding period last
year. The Mill produced
3,80,268 T of wire rods in
April to Jan period as
against 307664 T in corre-
sponding April to Jan pe-
riod of last fiscal year.

It is worth
mentioning
that in-
creased pro-
duction by
Wire Rod Mill
in the current
fiscal year
has been facil-
itated by re-
placement of
Pinch Roll
Unit with in-
house re-
s o u r c e s .
Pinch Roll
Unit of B
strand which
is of a differ-
ent design has been fixed
in C strand of the Mill. To
execute this job, WRM
team had to modify the
foundation and base
frame of both strands.

The job was done with
the support of Plant's
Engineering Design Dept
that helped with the

drawing for base frame
and Machine Shop under
Mechanical Organisation
that helped in preparing
the base frame

As regards production
of value-added special
steel grades, Wire Rod
Mill has rolled TMT Fe -
550 grade for the first time

in the current fiscal year.
During the April to Jan
period of the current fis-
cal year, the Mill pro-
duced 23825 T of
Electrode Quality in
grade (EWNR) IS-2879.
The Mill produced
1,41,969 T of TMT wire
rods during the April to

Jan period of the current
fiscal year.

This included 1,35,745 T
in TMT (EQR) grade and
6223 T in TMT (HCR)
grade. The Mill produced
2,07,467 T of special grade
plain wire rods during
April-Jan period of cur-
rent fiscal year as against
1,75,132 T recorded in cor-
responding period last
year.

CGM (Merchant Mill
and Wire Rod Mill MK
Goyal has congratulated
members of the Wire Rod
Mill collective for their ef-
forts leading to increased
production and thanked
all associated depart-
ments for their support.
Senior officers of the
Plant have also congratu-
lated the WRM Team and
leadership and support-
ing departments for the
efforts made to enhance
production from the Mill.
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Bhilai, Feb 17:
Departmental Safety
Awareness Week was inau-
gurated at the Coke Oven
and Coal Chemical
Department (CO & CCD) of
Bhilai Steel Plant on 15th
February 2024. The CO &
CCD is observing the Safety
Awareness Week from 15th
February to 21st February
2024.

Dr Ashok Kumar Panda,
ED (F&A) inaugurated the
Safety Awareness Week by
lighting the ceremonial
lamp and hoisting the safe-
ty flag in the presence of
Tarun Kanrar, CGM
(CO&CCD), Praveen Rai
Bhalla, CGM (Safety & Fire
Services), and other senior
officials, personnel, and
contractual workers in
large numbers.

Speaking on the impor-

tance of safety, Chief Guest
Dr AK Panda stated that
safety at the workplace is of
paramount importance,
along with productivity in
the Plant.

I wish all the participants
a bright future for putting
forth their sincere efforts to

show the important aspects
of health, environment,
and safety through their
drawings, slogans, rangolis,
and paintings, Dr Panda
said.

A series of safety-related
activities were organized
during the inaugural func-

tion, including the exhibi-
tion of safety-related ran-
goli, slogans, and posters
along with a street play on
safety staged in front of
Welfare Building No 04, and
a House Keeping competi-
tion between different sec-
tions of CO&CCD for clean-

ing of scrap and unwanted
materials, to promote a safe
working culture among the
employees and to create a
hazard-free working atmos-
phere to achieve accident-
free production.

Series of programmes in-
cluding poster exhibition,
model presentation, essay
competition, hazard analy-
sis competition, tool box
talk competition, dramas,
songs, slogans, quiz, and
other safety activities and
motivational games, shall
be organized under the
guidance of Departmental
Safety Officers BC Mandal,
PM Rajendra Kumar, as a
part of this week-long
Safety Awareness Week at
Plant's CO & CC
Department, from 15th
February to 21st February
2024, to motivate the BSP
collective to adhere to safe-
ty measures.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 17: On the in-
structions of District
Education Officer Abhay
Jaiswal, a voter awareness
campaign was conducted
in various government
schools of the district.
The students of
Government Higher
Secondary School,
Khursipar, formed a
human chain and visited
door to door.

They detailed the voters
of Khursipar area about
the importance of voting
and asked them to exer-
cise their franchise in the
Lok Sabha elections.
Students of Swami
Atmanand English
Medium School gathered

in large numbers with the
message of voting aware-
ness and took out a long
rally in village Nagpura to
make people aware about
voting.

Students of
Government Higher
Secondary School, Kosa
Nagar Bhilai made a
SVEEP formation and

gave the message of vot-
ing. Similarly, other gov-
ernment schools took out
rallies at the city and vil-
lage level, formed human
chains, organized street
plays and various types of
competitions and gave the
message to the voters of
Durg district to ensure
cent percent voting.

Cancer detection 
camp organised for women

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 17: On the in-
structions of Collector
Richa Prakash
Chaudhary, a mega camp
was organized in the dis-
trict hospital with the aim
of promoting the control
and screening of breast
cancer and cervical can-
cer. Thousands of women
visited the camp without
hesitation.

District Collector and
other prominent women
representatives also got
themselves examined in
this camp. The Collector
appealed to all citizens to
join this important cam-
paign so that the society
can be freed from dis-
eases like breast cancer
and cervical cancer.

She said that due to
global climate, living
conditions and eating
habits, today 01 out of
every 22 women is likely
to get breast cancer. She
said that it was very
good that such a large
number of women visit-

ed the camp. It shows
that women are con-
scious about their
health.

The test facility is
available in the district
hospital. District
Administration ap-
pealed to the women to

get themselves tested for
cancer. Collector ex-
pressed gratitude to all
the doctors and medical
staff participating in the
camp. On this occasion,
Chief Medical Officer JP
Meshram and other doc-
tors were present.

Scrutinise Mahtari Vandan Yojana
forms within time limit: Amitabh

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 17: Chief
Secretary of Chhattisgarh
Government, Amitabh
Jain chaired a review
meeting through video
conferencing. He reviewed
the schemes related to
Mahtari Vandan Yojana,
Road Safety and Jail
Department.

He gave instructions to
Collector Richa Prakash
Chaudhary regarding
Mahtari Vandan Yojna
being run under Women
and Child Development.
He said that all the applica-
tions under Mahtari
Vandan Yojana should be
examined within the time
limit. The Collector said
that more than 3 lakh ap-

plications were received in
the district, which are
being examined. The Chief
Secretary said that after
examining the documents
in the application, the list
of eligible and ineligible
Aadhaar should be re-

leased within the time
limit.

He instructed to com-
plete verification of all ap-
plications promptly. While
giving instructions regard-
ing road safety, he said that
campaigns should be run

to make all citizens aware.
It is mandatory for two-
wheeler drivers to wear
helmets and for four-
wheeler drivers to wear
seat belts.

He gave instructions to
make the public aware es-
pecially in urban areas,
highways and other busy
traffic areas. During the
video conferencing, CEO
District Panchayat
Ashwini Dewangan,
District Transport Officer
Shailabh Sahu,
Commissioner Municipal
Corporation Lokesh
Chandrakar, Devesh
Dhruv and Ashish
Dewangan along with Jail
Superintendent RR Rai
and other officers were
present.
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Chief Secretary reviews works related to Mahtari Vandan Yojana, Road Safety and Jail Department

School students conduct
Voter Awareness Program

Safety Awareness Week inaugurated in CO&CCD

Wire Rod Mill records new high in production Free Health Camp 
organised at Kamkasur

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 17: Bhilai
Steel Plant conducts sever-
al public welfare activities
as part of its organization-
al social responsibility to-
wards the community in
and around its areas of op-
erations. The Corporate
Social Responsibility (CSR)
Department of the Plant
organized a one-day free
Health Camp, at Kamkasur
Village Panchayat, near
Dulki Mines on 15th
February 2024.

A team of Medical and
Health Professionals from
BSP and personnel from
BSP's CSR Department
conducted the camp. A
total of 28 villagers, in-
cluding men, women, and
children, were examined

at the Medical Camp and
free medicines were dis-
tributed to them.

It is noteworthy that
Health Camp is one of the
prime initiatives, through
which BSP's CSR
Department has con-
tributed substantially to-
wards Public Health &

Medicine. The CSR
Department of Bhilai
Steel Plant, conducts
health camps from time to
time in the adjoining areas
or mines, with the aim of
ensuring adequate
Medical and health facili-
ties to the communities
within which it works.

Uday Mahavidyalaya 
celebrates Basant Panchami

Electrical Zone employees 
felicitated with Shiromani Awards
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Raipur, Feb 17: In
Sanskrit, there is a famous
saying “Shubhasya
Sheeghram” which means
auspicious things must be
done quickly, without pro-
crastination. Chief
Minister Vishnu Deo Sai is-
sued guidelines for “Nyota
Bhoj” on Friday to cele-
brate birthdays with the
school children and have
meals with them. In conso-
nance with the guidelines
issued by the Chief
Minister, Raipur Collector
Dr. Gaurav Singh invited
the schoolchildren of
Government New Primary
School Dharampura to cel-
ebrate his birthday on
Saturday.

Dr. Gaurav Singh, accom-

panied by his family, com-
menced the day by offering
prayers to Goddess
Saraswati before joining
the children at
Government New Primary
School Dharampura. He
meticulously served meals
and engaged with each
child to understand their
preferences, ensuring
everyone enjoyed the meal,
including puri, vegetables,
dal, rice, kheer, and cake.
SP Santosh Singh, DFO
Vishweshwar Rai,
Municipal Corporation
Commissioner Abinash
Mishra, and District
Panchayat CEO
Vishwadeep were present
and served meals to the
children. The Collector,
alongside his wife, Dr.
Sunita Singh, and their
children, Aadya Singh and
Akshara Singh, have taken

lunch with the students.
Children at Government

New Primary School in
Dharampura were over-
whelmed with joy during
the lunch. They expressed
gratitude to Collector Dr.
Gaurav Singh with heart-
felt gestures like offering
flowers.

They also expressed grat-
itude to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Chief
Minister Vishnu Deo Sai,
and School Education
Minister Brijmohan
Agrawal. They expressed
their aspirations of becom-
ing a collector, inspired by
the event.

Smt. Bunda Bai Sahu,
President of Saraswati
Mahila Group, extended
birthday wishes to the
Collector with a rendition
of the ‘Sohar’ song. Smt.
Sahu has been providing

meals to the school since
the inception of the Mid-
Day Meal Scheme.

The Collector encour-
aged both officials and citi-

zens to celebrate signifi-
cant occasions with school-
children and organise the
‘Nyota Bhoj’ for them with
nutritious meals.
Interested individuals were
urged to contact the author-
ities, and if needed, the ad-
ministration will make a
system to register for a
monthly program where
people can share their aus-
picious moments with the
schoolchildren. They will
be honoured by the admin-
istration for their contribu-
tion to the noble cause.

In Chhattisgarh, follow-
ing Chief Minister Vishnu
Deo Sai’s directive under
the Pradhan Mantri
Poshan Shakti Nirman
Yojana, a community-driv-
en initiative called “Nyota
Bhoj” is underway to en-
hance the nutritional in-
take of schoolchildren.

Following CM’s directives, Raipur Collector
celebrates his birthday with school children

Smt. Bunda Bai
Sahu extends birth-
day wishes to the
Collector with a
rendition of the
‘Sohar’ song

Collector urges
people to organise
the ‘Nyota Bhoj’ for
school children with
nutritious meals

‘Nyota Bhoj’, a com-
munity-driven ini-
tiative, underway in
the state to
enhance the nutri-
tional intake of
schoolchildren

Raipur, Feb 17:
Department of
Journalism and Mass
Communication, Govt MV
Post Graduate College,
Bhanupratappur in associ-
ation with Google News
Initiative (GNI) India
Training Network and
DataLEADS organize a
Workshop on “Data
Journalism, Electoral
Data Interpretation,
Mapping Tools for
Journalists, Digital
Investigation and Online
Verification” at the college
auditorium.

Prof. Ramesh Kumar
Darro, Principal (I/c) in
his presidential address
said to achieve the goal in
your life, you should be
hardworking and curious
to learn new technology.

Ritesh Kumar Nag,
Coordinator IQAC and
Programme Officer NSS
in his welcome address
said the mass media stu-
dents should visit the local
Gram Panchayat and
Nagar Panchayat offices
to collect data for data
journalism. He also

added that the media stu-
dents should be prompt
in all forms of communi-
cation to ensure a bright
future. Tupesh Kumar
Kosma, Assistant
Programme Officer NSS
motivates the students
for field based investiga-
tive journalism. He also
added digital investiga-
tion and online verifica-
tion tools are very much
required in the age of
digital media.

The resource person of
the workshop
Bichitrananda Panda,
Trainer, GNI India
Training Network and
Assistant Professor,
Amity School of
Communication, Amity
University, Raipur train
the students of B.A.
Journalism and Mass
Communication in the
technical sessions on
Data Journalism,
Electoral Data
Interpretation, Mapping
Tools for Journalists,
Digital Investigation and
Online Verification. He
demonstrated the reverse

image search, utility of
Google Lens, InVID,
Yandex, Google Street
View to debunk misinfor-
mation. He also demon-
strated the data analysis
and visualization tools
like Google sheets,
Tabula, Pinpoint, and MS
Excel.

The Google News
Initiative India Training
Network is an initiative
to support journalists,
fact-checkers, and media
educators across India in
their fight against misin-
formation. Google News
Initiative, in collabora-
tion with DataLEADS,
has established one of
the world’s largest fact-
checking initiatives in
India. The Network sup-
ports journalists and
media educators with
digital training and up-
skilling opportunities.

Sridam Dhali, Head,
Department of
Journalism and Mass
Communication coordi-
nated for the entire ses-
sion and proposed the
vote of thanks.

GNI Workshop on Data Journalism,
Electoral Data Interpretation held

Raipur, Feb 17: The work
of renewal of all 77 lakh
ration cards currently
prevalent under the public
distribution system in
Chhattisgarh is going on
from January 25. As of
February 17, 61 lakh 28
thousand 959 ration card
holders have submitted ap-
plications for renewal.
People are taking full ad-
vantage of the online facil-
ity provided by the Food
Department for renewal of
ration cards and are sub-
mitting applications for re-
newal of ration cards
through the Food
Department’s app from
their mobiles.

It is noteworthy that
the work of ration card
renewal is being done till
25 February 2024.
According to the infor-

mation received from the
department, a new mo-
bile app of the Food,
Civil Supplies and
Consumer Protection
Department has been
prepared by the Food
Department for ration
card renewal. It can be
downloaded by going to
the Play Store. It can be
downloaded by the bene-
ficiary from the website
of the Food Department
http://khadya.cg.nic.in.
Ration card holders can
submit electronic appli-
cation for renewal online
through this app in their
mobile. For those benefi-
ciaries who do not have
Android mobile or where
there is no mobile con-
nectivity, the facility of
submitting electronic ap-
plication for renewal of
ration cards through on-
line process at the fair
price shop level is also
being provided.

Over 61 lakh ration
card holders apply
online for renewal

Renewal to be done
till 25th Feb

Raipur, Feb 17: An impor-
tant meeting of all
Divisional Commissioners
and Collectors was held
today by Chief Secretary
Amitabh Jain from CHIPS
office Raipur through
video conferencing. After
reviewing the updated sta-
tus of important schemes
of the government from
the districts, the Chief
Secretary gave necessary
guidelines regarding the
future action.

The Chief Secretary in-
structed the districts to
compulsorily organize the
meeting of the District
Road Safety Committee
every month. He also di-
rected to organize public

awareness programs re-
garding road safety every
month in the districts.
Instructions were given to
organize programs among
the community by ensur-
ing their participation on
various topics related to
easy transportation like
good driving habits,
mandatory use of hel-
mets, seat belts, drunken
driving etc. During the re-
view, Chief Secretary
Jain assessed the need for
additional jails in the
state and also reviewed
the need for land acquisi-
tion for expanding the ca-

pacity of existing jails
and setting up new jails.

Secretary General S
Prakash, Mrs. Shammi
Abidi, NN Ekka,
Additional Director
General of Police Traffic
Pradeep Gupta and
Chairman Inter-
Departmental Lead
Agency (Road Safety)
Sanjay Sharma, all the
D i v i s i o n a l
Commissioners, all the
District Collectors and de-
partmental officers at-
tended the meeting
through video conferenc-
ing.

Public awareness programs 
related to road safety be 

organized: Chief Secretary 
Instructions for
meeting of District
Road Safety
Committee every
month

Raipur, Feb 17: Seven
agendas were discussed at
meeting of Mayor-in-
Council (MiC), held at
Mahatma Gandhi Sadan
in Raipur Municipal
Corporation headquarters
under the chairmanship
of Mayor Aijaj Dhebar
today. Speaker Pramod

Dubey, Municipal
Commissioner Abinash
Mishra and MiC members
were present at the meet-
ing.

Discussion was held
over mosquito eradication
programme for effective
control on mosquito men-
ace in all 70 wards of

Raipur Municipal
Corporation. The MiC
members saw power-point
presentation on this.
Discussion was also held
on sterilisation of stray
cattle to control stray cat-
tle mance in the city in ac-
cordance with the central
government’s act.

Implementation of mosquito eradication, animal
sterilisation programs discussed at MiC meeting

Raipur, Feb 17: The
process of issuance of
domicile certificate, trans-
fer of name and loan book
which used to take a week,
was completed within an
hour today and documents
were immediately handed
over to the beneficiaries at

district level public griev-
ance redressal camp organ-
ized at Collectorate here on
the instructions of Chief
Minister Vishnu Deo Sai.
Earlier, camps were also or-
ganized at tehsil and rev-
enue division level.

Divisional Commissioner
Dr Sanjay Alang and
Collector Dr Gaurav Singh
met the common citizens
and heard their grievances.

Some grievances were re-
dressed on the spot. The
Collector instructed the of-
ficials to fix some of the is-
sues by setting a time limit.

As many as 31 applica-
tions regarding name trans-
fer were received from the
applicants in the camp, out
of which 22 applications
were resolved on the spot
and the remaining are
under process. A total of 02

applications for account di-
vision were received in
which the case was regis-
tered. Out of 05 applica-
tions for demarcation, 03
applications were resolved
on the spot, the remaining
are under process.
Moreover 08 applications
for Kisan-Kitab were re-
ceived and all the applica-
tions were resolved on the
spot. As many as 19 applica-
tions for caste/income/resi-
dence certificate were re-
ceived and all the applica-
tions were resolved on the
spot. Revenue staff of all
the tehsils were present in
the camp. The Collector
went to the tables of all the
tehsils to know the status of
their applications and also
talked to the applicants.
Collector Dr Gaurav Singh,
while addressing the rev-
enue officers, said that they
should treat the citizens
with sensitivity. He said
that he himself will go to
the spot tehsil wise and re-
view it and get information
about the ground reality of
the pending revenue cases.

Collector hears public grievances at district
level grievance redressal camp 

RRaaiippuurr,,  FFeebb  1177::  Chief Minister
Vishnu Deo Sai on Saturday
attended the National con-
vention of the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) underway
at Bharat Mandapam in New
Delhi. According to informa-
tion received, several MLAs
including the Ministers and
State Office-bearers are

attending the mega BJP meet.
Discussion on the forthcom-
ing Lok Sabha elections are
being held during the national
convention.

Deputy Chief Minister Arun
Sao, Raipur Lok Sabha mem-
ber Sunil Soni and other
office-bearers are also
attending the meeting.

CM Sai, MLAs attending BJP’s
national convention

Raipur, Feb 17: City Cyclist
Indersen Agrawal will em-
bark on nearly 4500 Kms tour
from Kanyakumari to
Kashmir in the month of
February to create awareness
about blood donation.
Providing the above informa-
tion, he said that he is an ac-
tive member of blood dona-
tion committee and has donat-
ed blood for nearly 75 times.

He said that the above trip
would be completely a solo
trip which would begin from
February 16 from
Kanyakumari for nearly 40
days. Prior to the above,
Indersen has successfully
completed a 14-day tour from
Manali to Khurdgala covering
a distance of 540 Kms as well
as Narmada Parikrama cov-
ering distance of 3400 Kms.

Cyclist Indersen to embark on tour
to create blood donation awareness

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Feb 17: Principal
Dr Amitabh Banerjee on
Saturday inaugurated the
annual sports meet of
Government J
Y o g a n a n d a m
Chhattisgarh College
here.

According to the infor-
mation received, Nagesh
Markam won the Shot Put
event whereas Ukesh Nag
and Satavram secured sec-
ond and third positions re-
spectively. In the girls cate-

gory, Bharati Singh se-
cured first position where-
as Payal Komre and
Jayanti Tara secured sec-
ond and third positions re-
spectively. Panchram won
the Discus Throw event
for boys whereas
Priyabka Sahu won the
event in girls category. Ved
Prakash won the Slow
Cycle rally whereas
Anapurna won the girls
category. In the Tug-of-
War event, the Commerce
Faculty defeated Science
Faculty to clinch the title.

Yoganandum College’s annual
sports meet gets underway

Out of 125 applications,
72 resolved on spot
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Naya Raipur, Jan 17:
International Institute of
Information Technology
(IIIT), Naya Raipur, has
kickstarted the celebra-
tion of its 3-day, Annual
Techno-cultural fest,
Technovate, with full en-
thusiasm.

The festival started with
an Inauguration Session
on February 16, 2024. The
Inauguration started with
lighting of the lamp by all
the present dignitaries. It
was followed by a
Welcome Address and
Glimpse of Technovate 5.0
by faculty coordinator, Dr.
Satyanarayana Vollala. It
was followed by an ad-
dress by Dr. Pradeep K.
Sinha, Director and Vice
Chancellor, IIIT-NR. It was
then followed by an
Address by Ms. Priyanka
from CREDA

(Chhattisgarh State
Renewable Energy
Development Agency).
The Inauguration ended
by a Vote of Thanks by
Student Coordinator,
Aryansh Verma.

After the inauguration
ceremony, Hack-O-
Harbour, a hackathon,
commenced, featuring
problems from the fields of
AI/ML, web3, cybersecuri-
ty, and Capture the Flag cy-
bersecurity competition.
Additionally, there was
Algo Sprint, a coding con-
test. A Tech Expo show-
cased stalls from various
tech companies, and a
comic expo also took place,
which included a book fair,
screening events, quizzes,
and stalls. Alongside, a
canvas painting competi-
tion called Rang Mela took
place. In terms of sports,

there were basketball,
table tennis, and cricket
tournaments. There was
also ‘Awaaz’ nukkad natak
competition, in which,
thoughts were presented
through music, drama,
and dialogues. Artists ex-
pressed their opinions and
inspired the audience on
various social issues.
Additionally, in the compe-
tition, JNM College pre-
sented domestic violence,
NIT Raipur focused on
‘Morality’, BIT Durg ad-
dressed ‘Moral Policing’,
Shankara College empha-
sized on ‘Justice Above

All’, and IIIT-NR discussed
‘False Patriotism’.
Attendees enjoyed a Silent
Disco with music by

‘Silent Owl’.
On the second day of the

festival, an array of tech-
nical activities are lined
up, including Pitchathon,
Robolution Hackathon fi-
nals, and Quiz competi-
tions. Attendees can also
look forward to an EDM
night featuring ‘DJ Pablo’
and ‘Nitro Fun’, Esports fi-
nals, and captivating Art
and Photography gal-
leries. The third day con-
sists of Dance contests,
Fashion shows, Speech
and Debate competitions,
Coding Speedrun,
Robowars, and the

Bollywood night featuring
performances by Nikhil
D’Souza and Vaani
Bhasin.

IIIT-NR organises Annual 
Techno-Cultural Fest Technovate 5.0 Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Feb 17: Chaos
gripped the streets of
Jagdalpur as gang warfare
reared its ugly head once
again, with a harrowing
incident unfolding at the
new bus stand under
Bodhghat police station’s
jurisdiction. In a brazen
act of aggression, hench-
men from one gang opened
fire on the leader of a rival
faction, brandishing a pis-
tol and threatening his life.

Authorities swiftly ap-
prehended six suspects,
identified as Raj Duga,
Chirag Sahu, Kishore
Chalan, Mohammad Altaf,
Trinath Durga, and
Hemant Dhruv alias
Taklu, who were allegedly
involved in the attempted
murder. Police seized a
cache of incriminating ev-
idence, including a coun-
try-made pistol, car-
tridges, knives, nine mo-
bile phones, and a car pur-
portedly used in the com-
mission of the crime.

The accused have been
charged under sections 25
and 27 of the Arms Act, as

well as sections 506, 307,
and 120B of the Indian
Penal Code. Following
legal proceedings, all six
individuals were remand-
ed to judicial custody.

According to police re-
ports, the confrontation
unfolded when Raj Dugga
accosted the victim, Amit
Sharma, near the Sulabh
toilet at the new bus stand,
issuing threats and bran-
dishing a firearm. Prompt
action by the victim, who
reported the incident to
authorities, led to the swift

initiation of criminal pro-
ceedings and the forma-
tion of dedicated teams to
track down the perpetra-
tors.

Efforts by law enforce-
ment bore fruit as four of
the accused were appre-
hended, with Raj Duga,
Chirag Sahu, Kishore
Challan, and Mohammad
Altaf attempting to evade
capture by fleeing to
neighbouring Rai Odisha.
However, diligent pursuit
by police teams resulted in
their eventual arrest.

Subsequent investigations
and statements from the
suspects led to the capture
of the remaining two indi-
viduals, Trinath Durga
and Hemant Dhruv alias
Taklu, within Jagdalpur’s
jurisdiction.

Interrogations revealed
a sinister plot to eliminate
the victim, underscoring
the gravity of the situa-
tion and the importance of
swift and decisive police
action in maintaining law
and order within the 
community.

Police nab 6 suspects involved in gang war
Seize weapons and car

9th class student hanged himself
Korba, Feb 17: 15-year-old Atul Rathiya hanged himself at his house in CSEB police post area under Civil Lines
police station. The deceased was a Class 9 student of CSEB Beacon School. The father of the deceased told that
Atul had returned home late in the night on which he was given advice. The matter came to light when he did not
wake up the next morning. On receiving information about a school student committing suicide, the police con-
ducted Panchnama on the spot. Police said that this incident happened due to normal reason. CSEB Chowki
Police has registered a case under 174 CrPC in this case and is busy taking further action.

Korba, Feb 17: In a shock-
ing incident that has rat-
tled the community, a 56-
year-old woman fell victim
to a brutal gang rape in
Korba. The perpetrators,
two assailants, abducted
the woman while she was
relieving herself outdoors,
forcing her onto a motorcy-
cle before transporting her
to a nearby forest where
they subjected her to a ter-
rifying ordeal.

The harrowing assault
unfolded within the juris-
diction of the Rajgamar po-
lice post. According to re-
ports, the widow had ven-
tured out of her home for a
routine necessity around
10:30 pm on Friday night. It
was then that she encoun-
tered Sohan and Ram
Kishan, who coerced her to

accompany them against
her will.

The assailants transport-
ed the helpless woman to
Sagoun Bari, located above
the Chhachan Jhorkhi for-
est, where they took turns
raping her and issuing
threats. The victim’s cries
for help attracted the atten-
tion of villagers, prompt-
ing the perpetrators to flee
the scene in a bid to evade
justice.

Fortunately, the victim
received timely assistance
from compassionate vil-
lagers, who provided her
with support and brought
her safely back home.
Recounting her traumatic
experience, she promptly
informed her family of the
horrific ordeal she had en-
dured.

Upon receiving the vic-
tim’s complaint, authori-
ties swiftly launched an in-
vestigation, leading to the
apprehension of the perpe-
trators. Both Sohan and
Ram Kishan were appre-
hended in the village,
where they confessed to
their reprehensible actions
during police interroga-
tion.

Revealing a disturbing
detail, Korba CSP Bhushan
Ekka disclosed that one of
the arrested culprits was
on the verge of marriage
in the near future. Both in-
dividuals were promptly
presented before the court,
which subsequently re-
manded them to judicial
custody, ensuring they face
the full force of the law for
their despicable crime.

Rapist of elderly woman sent to jail

Raipur, Feb 17: The spirit-
ed atmosphere of cricket
fever swept through
Raipur, Chhattisgarh as
the late Shri Shyam Lal
Goyal Memorial Cricket

Tournament, a beloved tra-
dition spanning two
decades, returned to Goyal
Chemical, Saddu. Kicking
off on February 10th, the
tournament reached its

crescendo with a thrilling
finale on Sunday, February
11th.

Ten teams, predomi-
nantly comprising employ-
ees from banking estab-

lishments, vied for su-
premacy in this fiercely
contested competition. The
inauguration ceremony
witnessed a gathering of
esteemed bank officials,
underscoring the signifi-
cance of this sporting
event. Over the course of
the tournament, 18 electri-
fying matches, including
nail-biting league fixtures
and gripping knockout en-
counters, kept spectators
on the edge of their seats.
The final showdown, in
particular, was a spectacle
to behold, brimming with
moments of exhilaration
and tension that had the
crowd roaring in excite-
ment. In a display of sheer
determination and skill,
Bank of Baroda emerged

victorious in the title
clash. Opting to field after
winning the toss, they re-
stricted the opposition to
111 runs in 10 overs, claim-
ing 7 wickets in the
process.

Bank of Baroda chased
down the target in just 7
overs, securing a resound-
ing triumph. The closing
ceremony of the tourna-
ment was graced by the
presence of B.L. Agarwal,
CMD of Heera Group, who
extended his heartfelt con-
gratulations to all partici-
pants. Encouraging them
to uphold the spirit of
sportsmanship, Agarwal
urged everyone to carry
forward the legacy of ca-
maraderie and fair play in
future endeavours.

Sweta Sinha

S waranjali Delhi, in as-
sociation with

Dhwani Foundation, or-
chestrated Swar Dhwani
2024, a captivating classi-
cal music festival that
mesmerized audiences
with its enchanting per-
formances.

The event commenced
with the vibrant Taal of
Teen Taal, skillfully pre-
sented by young tabla
prodigy Master
Rudraksha, accompanied
by the soulful strains of
Sarangi expert Janab
Akram Hussain.

Mohanveen artist
Monideep Mittra enrap-
tured listeners with his
rendition of Raag
Madhubanti, embellished
by the intricate tabla
rhythms of Amritesh
Sandilya.

The stage then wel-

comed Pt. Chetan Joshi
on flute and Dr. Vipul
Kumar Ray on Santoor for
a duet recital, accompa-
nied by Siddhartah
Chatterjee on Tabla and
Ankit Parikh on
Pakhawaj, weaving
melodies in Raag Patdeep.

Vidhushi Saniya
Patankar, a vocalist from
Pune, graced the audience
with her performance in
Raag Bhoopnat, accompa-
nied by the harmonious
strains of Devendra

Verma on Harmonium
and Amritesh Sandilya on
Tabla.

Subrata De mesmerized
the audience with his
unique rendition of Rag
Nandeshwaree, accompa-
nied by Saptak Sharma on
Tabla, showcasing the
beauty of Jhaptal and
Teen Taal.

Iman Das from
Bengaluru then took the
stage, enchanting listen-
ers with Raag Bihag &
Manjh Khamaj Bihag, E

kaan Mo- Vilambit Ektaal,
Chinta Na Kar Re-
Jhaaptaal, Jhumjham
Dhumdham - Teentaal,
Thumri- Lagi Tose Naina
in Manjh Khamaj accom-
panied by the skilled tabla
beats of Prabhakar
Pandey and the harmoni-
um melodies of Lalit
Sisodia.

The grand finale fea-
tured the young tabla
maestro Pandit Yashvant
Vaishnav from Mumbai,
accompanied by Pt.
Mrinal Upadhyay on
Pakhawaj, weaving intri-
cate rhythms in Taal
Teentaal, harmonized by
Lalit Sisodia on
Harmonium.

As the evening drew to
a close, Pt. Susamoy
Mishra extended heartfelt
gratitude to all perform-
ers and attendees, mark-
ing the end of a mesmer-
izing musical journey.

Swar Dhwani 2024: A Melodic Journey

Bank of Baroda clinches title Late Shyam Lal Goyal Memorial 
Cricket Tournament

Rajbhasha Hindi Samman
Competition was organized by Café
Social and Inbook Foundation in
November 2023, in which entries of
stories were invited. The
result of the competition
was announced in the first
week of February 2024.

The story “Ilzaam” by
Satish Singh, a banker,
poet, storyteller, and senior
columnist, was awarded the
second prize in this compe-
tition, while  Meenakshi
Dubey of Indore, Madhya
Pradesh got the first prize
and  Chandraprakash of Akola,
Maharashtra got the third prize&con-
solation prizes were given to other 5
storytellers.Mr. Singh will be given
Rs.25,000/-, Mrs. Dubey will be given
Rs.51,000/- and  Chandraprakash will
be given Rs.15,000/- while each con-
solation prize winner will be given an
amount of Rs. 2,500/-.

Shri Singh is a Postgraduate in
Hindi Literature, Mass Communication

and MBA (Finance) and has also done
Diploma in Hindi Journalism from the
Indian Institute of Mass
Communication, New Delhi in the ses-

sion 1994-95.  Singh has
been writing freelance on
banking and economic top-
ics for the last 15 years and
had also been actively
involved in mainstream
journalism for 5 years.

More than 2500 articles,
more than 500 songs, ghaz-
als, poems and more than 5
dozen stories of  Singh have
been published. A music

album of  Singh "Piya O Re Piya" was
released in December 2021. He has
also published 3 books and has been
honoured with more than a dozen
awards.

Singh is originally a resident of
Patna, Bihar and is currently posted as
Assistant General Manager, Learning
& Development Department in the
Local Head Office of Ahmedabad
Circle of State Bank of India.

Official language Award
Conferred to Satish Singh

Joyous celebration marks
Basant Panchami in Kampa

Birkoni, Feb 17: In a display of unity and
cultural richness, the spirit of
BasantPanchami was joyously celebrated
in the quaint town of Kampa. The occasion
was further illuminated with the concur-
rent observance of MatruPitruPujan Divas,
creating a harmonious blend of reverence
and festivity. The Government Primary and
Pre-Secondary School in Kampa resonated
with jubilation as the School Management
Committee, led by President BhojSahu,
along with esteemed members
KisanPrajapati and Parents, orchestrated a
memorable event. The vibrant gathering in-
cluded prominent community figures such
as Khandelwal, NarsinghYadav, JalesSahu,
and esteemed guests. Sankul coordinator
Sahadev Ram Dhruv and dedicated teach-
ers graced the occasion with their presence,
further enriching the festivities.

Highlighting the essence of the event,
awards were bestowed upon talented indi-
viduals for their contributions to the cultur-
al program, symbolizing the spirit of recog-
nition and appreciation. The atmosphere
was filled with pride and admiration as de-
serving recipients were applauded for their
exemplary performances. Expressing grati-
tude for the resounding success of the
event, organization head Yashwant Kumar
Sahu extended a heartfelt vote of thanks,
acknowledging the collective effort that
made the celebration possible.

AAmmaarrkkaannttaakk,,  FFeebb  1177:: The three-
day national seminar on Folk and
Tribal Elements in Indian Art
began with great enthusiasm on
Feb 16.  The program started with
the invocation by Dr. Shiva Kant
Tripathi.  After this, lamps were lit
by the guests in front of Mother
Saraswati.  Chairman of the sem-
inar was renowned artist Prof.
While addressing, MarutiNandan
Tiwari said that the elements of
tribal art are visible in Indian art
from the very early period, which
can be seen in the paintings
carved by them.  Tiwari said that
Indira Gandhi National Tribal
University (IGNTU) is located in a

tribal dominated area, which is
playing an important role in pre-
serving and promoting the tribal
art culture.  

Chief guest Prof  IS Nigam
while addressing said that tribal
art is known as folk-dependent or
free or native art.  Ancient Indian

texts show that craftsmen took
inspiration from ancient texts and
writers took inspiration from
ancient craftsmen.  Former
Chairman of Art History
Congress, Prof.  AP Jamkhedkar
described rock painting as a sep-
arate and distinct category of art

in the context of global arts.
General Secretary of the organi-
zation Prof.  D.S.  In his address,
Somashekhar presented the out-
line of the latest achievements of
the organization since its incep-
tion and expressed his heartfelt
gratitude for the divine and grand
organization of the said national
seminar by the university. 

Dean of the Faculty of Social
Sciences, Prof.  RanjuHasiniSahu
appreciated the organization of
the said seminar by the
Department of Ancient Indian
History.  Seminar coordinator
Prof.  AlokShrotriya welcomed
the guests attending the seminar.

Senior teacher of the university,
Prof. who is presiding over the
program.  ByomkeshTripathi
expressed his gratitude to the
guests by mentioning the various
aspects of tribal art and
expressed hope that this three-
day SamudraManthan will reveal
various new and unique elements
of tribal art. 

On this occasion Prof.
Awadhesh Kumar Shukla, Prof.
Shailendra Singh Bhadauria, Prof.
Ajay Bagh, Prof.  A.  P. Singh,
Registrar Prof.  N.  S.  H. Murthy,
Prof.  Jitendra Sharma, Prof.
Neeti Jain, Prof.  Poonam Sharma,
Prof.  Raksha Singh, Prof.

Prabuddha Mishra, Dr. Shiva Kant
Tripathi, Dr. Jinendra Kumar Jain,
Dr. Janardan B., Dr. Govind
Mishra, Dr. Manoj Pandey, Dr.
Hareram Pandey, Dr. Jitendra
Singh, Dr. Trimbak Pandey, Dr.
Kirti, Neeraj Kumar, Sangram
Singh, Satyam Dubey, Rajat
Singh, IditDawa, Nagendra
Shukla, Hemant Kumar,
PankajPandro, LalitaLahri,
Shivangi Singh, Poonam and a
large number of students of the
university were present.  The vote
of thanks was given by the Head
of the Department, Dr. Mohan
LalChadhar and the program was
conducted by Dr. Manoj Kumar.

Three-day national seminar begins at IGNTU



New Delhi, Feb 17 (PTI): 

The Aam Aadmi Party
government on Saturday
won a trust vote in the 70-
member Delhi Assembly
with Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal claiming
that his party has emerged
as the biggest challenger
to the BJP, which "wants to
crush it by any means".
Kejriwal, who is also the
national convener of the
AAP, won the confidence
motion with the support of
54 MLAs and said no legis-
lator of his party defected.

Out of 62 AAP MLAs in
the Delhi Assembly, 54
were present in the House
during the trust vote, two
were in jail, two others
were unwell, three were
out of station and one was
not present due to a wed-
ding in his family, the AAP
national convener said.
Kejriwal had moved the
motion of confidence in
the Assembly on Friday
and accused the BJP of
trying to poach his party's
MLAs.

Since seven of the eight
BJP legislators were sus-
pended for the remainder
of the session for allegedly
interfering during the
Lieutenant Governor's ad-
dress on Thursday, Leader
of Opposition Ramvir
Singh Bidhuri was the

only opposition MLA who
was present in the House
during the trust vote.

He said there was no
need for the confidence
motion as the AAP gov-
ernment enjoys a majority
in the House. "But the
chief minister has lost the
confidence of the people of
Delhi," Bidhuri said.
"There are many serious
allegations of corruption
against the government
and it has failed on many
fronts. Kejriwal and his
minister Atishi are not co-
operating with a police en-
quiry on the BJP's com-
plaint over their MLA

poaching allegations," the
leader of the opposition
said in the House.

On his part, the chief
minister said the AAP
government has a majori-
ty in the House but it
needed to bring the mo-
tion of confidence be-
cause "the BJP was trying
to poach party MLAs" and
topple his government.
Kejriwal claimed his
party will "free" the coun-
try from the BJP in 2029
even if the saffron party
wins the Lok Sabha polls
this year.

The AAP convener also
alleged that the BJP was

spreading a "rumour" that
the Delhi Assembly will
be dissolved after the Lok
Sabha polls and the city
will be governed as a
Union Territory.

"This country is not
anyone's property. They
cannot dissolve the
Assembly just like that. I
challenge the BJP to con-
test elections on this issue.
The BJP should clarify
whether they will dissolve
the Assembly after Lok
Sabha polls," he said, ask-
ing the AAP MLAs to tell
people that if they voted
for the BJP, it would
snatch their right to vote.
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AAP govt wins trust vote
Kejriwal says no party MLA defected

Athawale may 
contest LS polls from

Shirdi or Solapur
Bengaluru, Feb 17 (PTI):
Union Minister Ramdas
Athawale on Saturday said
he was contemplating con-
testing from either Shirdi
or Solapur seat in the up-
coming Lok Sabha elec-
tions and would take a
final call only after dis-
cussing with the BJP high
command. Speaking at a
press conference here, the
chief of Republican Party
of India (A) said, "My
party does not have a sin-
gle member in Lok Sabha.
I am thinking of contest-
ing from Shirdi or Solapur.
I want to come to the Lok
Sabha. I will discuss this
with J P Nadda, Amit Shah
and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and de-
cide." Raking up the reser-
vation issue, the Union
Minister of State for Social
Justice and Empowerment
said, "In the beginning, 15
per cent reservation was
given to SC community be-
cause their population was
15 per cent.
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Kawardha, Jan 17:

Pradhan Mantri Janman
Yojana, started by Prime
Minister NarendraModi to
connect the special back-
ward tribes with the main-
stream and provide them
all basic facilities, is being
implemented rapidly in
Chhattisgarh. Under the
guidance of Chief
Minister Vishnu DevSai
and as per the guidelines
of Deputy Chief Minister
Vijay Sharma, 3554 houses
have been approved for
Baiga families under this

scheme in Kabirdham dis-
trict of the state, out of
which 2996 houses have
been approved as the first
installment for the con-
struction of permanent
houses and for the same,
Rs 11 crore 98 lakh has
been released. Baiga fami-
lies predominate in 179 vil-
lages of Bodla develop-
ment block and 77 villages

of Pandariya in
Kabirdham district. For
these families, 2081 houses
have been approved in
Bodla development block
and 1474 houses in
Pandariya development
block. An amount of Rs
40,000 each has been is-
sued to Baiga families as
the first installment for
the construction of 2996

houses in the first phase.
Apart from this, basic fa-
cilities like electricity,
water, roads, education,
health and other basic fa-
cilities will be provided in
these villages under the
scheme.It is noteworthy
that under Pradhan
MantriJanmanYojana, an
amount of Rs 2 lakh will
be given in 4 installments
to Baiga families for the
construction of houses.
The first installment will
be Rs 40,000 for starting
the house, the second in-
stallment will be Rs 60,000
when the house is at chair
level, the third installment
will be Rs 80,000 for cast-
ing the house and Rs 20,000
will be given for comple-
tion of the house. Apart
from this, 95 days wages
will be paid under
Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural
Employment Guarantee
Scheme.

3554 permanent houses
approved for Baiga families

Bilaspur, Jan 17:

The Mineral Department
in the district is continu-
ously taking action
against illegal excavation
and transportation of
minerals and on the basis
of information and com-
plaints received through
various mediums, action
was taken on a total of 10
cases of illegal excavation
and transportation of
minerals from February
13 to February 16. Two
trucks, 1 JCB and 12 trac-
tors have been seized in
the action and  contractor
M/s Sanjay Kumar Kedia,
Baradwarhas been fined
Rs 3.81 lakh for not certify-
ing the validity of the min-
eral being used in road
construction work.Deputy
Director of Mining
Department said that dur-
ing the investigation in

Bhiloni, Masturi and Koni
areas, after taking action
on 8 cases of illegal sand
transportation, a total of 8
tractors containing miner-
al vehicles were seized and
kept for security in Koni
police station, Pachpedi
police station and Mineral
Investigation Naka Lawar.

Apart from this, during
the investigation in
Rahangi area on 15th
February, a case of illegal
transportation of soil and
mud was registered and
two highways were seized
and kept in Chakarbhanta
police station for security.
Similarly, on February 16,

after registering a case of
illegal soil and mud in
Kaimadih (Sipat) area, 4
tractors and 1 JCB were
seized and kept in police
station Sipat for security.
Further action will be
taken on the seized miner-
al laden vehicles under the
provisions of Mineral Act.

10 cases registered for illegal excavation
and transportation of minerals

InKabirdham district 
Approval of Rs 11.98
crore for housing
construction
On instructions of
Deputy CM Vijay
Sharma 

Bazaar-Ataria, Jan 17:

Reportedly a flood of ille-
gal brick kilns are operat-
ing in the region, particu-
larly  in the surrounding
villages including
Sonpuri, Amghatkada
Chowk, Udaipur, Khapri,
Singhairi of Bazaar
Ataria area of Khairagarh
development block of
KCG district. The influen-
tial people of the village
are taking advantage of
the exemption given to the
potter caste, andthe busi-
ness is running rampant
in rural areas without de-
partmental permission
and depositing royalty.
Even the Gram Panchayat
under which this business
is being done is not aware;
owing to this the Mineral
Department is losing rev-
enue worth lakhs of ru-
pees. Also these days, the

demand for red bricks has
increased in the area and
new brick kiln operators
are being created every
month., despite this, the

price of bricks is skyrock-
eting. Mainly the benefici-
aries of PM Awas are fac-
ing problem as the benefi-
ciaries get only Rs 25 thou-

sand as the first install-
ment, out of which only
Rs 4 thousand are able to
buy bricks and in such a
situation, it has become
difficult to buy building
material, leave alone buy-
ing bricks to build the
house of PM Awas.
Interestingly the Mineral
Department does not take
any information from the
Gram Panchayats on ille-
gal brick kilns, and illegal
Murum mining and other
issues, due to which ille-
gal red brick kilns are
being operated indiscrimi-
nately and the environ-
ment in the village is
being polluted. Also mi-
gration is reported in
these villages as people
coming from different
states have started settling
while the number of brick
kiln operators is continu-
ously increasing.

Illegal brick kiln operating from Bazaar Ataria
On instructions of
Deputy CM Vijay Sharma
and MLA BhavnaBohra

Kawardha, Jan 17:

On the instructions of
Deputy Chief Minister
Vijay Sharma and
Pandaria MLA Mrs.
BhavanaBohra, seats were
reserved for women and
girl students in the buses
operating under the juris-
diction of Kabirdham dis-
trict under the permit con-
ditions. The women and
students of the district
have thanked Deputy
Chief Minister Vijay
Sharma and Pandariya
MLA Mrs. Bhavna for pro-
viding easy and safe trans-
portation facilities. Buses
are also being continuous-
ly inspected in this regard
by the Transport

Department and under the
guidance of Collector
JanmejayMahobe and
District Transport Officer
Mr. ML Sahu, surprise in-
spection of buses was con-
ducted here by Transport
Inspector Mr.
RamchandraKunjam. He
explained to the drivers
about the above while
making women and girl
students sit on the seats
during the journey and
also instructed to operate
the passenger bus by fol-
lowing the instructions as
per the permit conditions.

Facility of safe transportation
for women and girls

Anwari, Jan 17:

In Nagar Panchayat
Bhakhara, the main roads
here plunge into darkness,
as evening arrives as re-
portedly the street lights of
the divider in Nagar
PanchayatBhakhara situ-
ated on the main road
from Raipur to Dhamtari
are switched off and simi-
larly, in other wards here
too, they are switched off.
The lying street lights are
not being switched on. The
residents of the city have
complained many times to
get the street lights lying
closed in the wards, but de-
spite many complaints,
these street lights are not
being repaired and people
are having to bear the
brunt of them,due to
which, thieves are becom-

ing active and committing
theft and robbery every
day by taking advantage of
the switched off lights and
small and big incidents
like road accidents keep
happening at night.

Roads sink into darkness
as no street lights working

Korba, Feb 17:

Municipal Corporation
Korba is going to allot 986
houses out of the houses
built in Dadarkhurd under
the Pradhan
M a n t r i Aw a s Yo j a n a
(PMAY), to those who do
not have their own houses
and to those who are living
in rented houses. This is a
better opportunity to get a
house, you can submit
your application to the cor-
poration before 26th
February. Municipal
Corporation Korba has
constructed 2784 residen-
tial houses (flats) near
Dadarkhurd settlement
under the PMAY

"MorMakan-MorAas", in
the said huge residential
colony of 2784 residential
houses, various facilities
including roads, drains,
water, electricity etc. Basic
facilities have been provid-
ed, along with this work
will also be done on facili-
ties like garden and com-
munity hall in the colony.

The said residences are
built in the form of flats
and are located in the
ground floor, first floor, sec-
ond floor and third floor. In
the said residential colony,
earlier 174 houses were al-
lotted to the eligible benefi-

ciaries, now again the cor-
poration is going to allot
986 houses, for this the cor-
poration has invited appli-
cations from the interested
people till 26th February,
the people willing to take
the house can fill the entire
form. Submit your filled
application form to PMAY
located at Saket, the main
administrative building of
the corporation. Can be de-
posited in the branch. To
get the format of the appli-
cation form, the concerned
person will have to deposit
a fee of Rs 100 to the corpo-
ration fund.

Apply soon in the corporation to get your own house

Bagbahara, Jna 17:

Supporting the call of one-
day Bharat Bandh by the
farmers of the country, the
Congress workers organ-
ized a bandh in
Baghbahraand the event
was completely peaceful
and successful. To make
the bandh a success,
Congress workers had
made an appeal to close the
city through loudspeakers,
due to which the shops

also remained, closed
spontaneously almost in
the morning, though med-
ical shops, vegetable mar-
kets, educational institu-
tions, government offices.
etc. were kept free from the
bandh. On the instructions
of the State and District
Congress and under the
guidance of MLA
DwarkadhishYadav, the de-
mands of the farmers were
highlighted and support-
ed.Mainly responsible for

making the program suc-
cessful were
DaulalChandrakar, Ravi
Nishad, Bhupendra
Thakur, DurgaSagar,
Ganesh Sharma,
N a v n e e t S a l u j a ,
DeveshSahu, Tamradhwaj
Baghel, Mayank Sharma,
L a k h b i r C h h a b r a ,
KartalNayak, Ramkumar
Thakur, SetramBaghel,
Rajesh Soni, Manta Yadav,
BhaktaramManjhi and
many others.

INC city bandh successful in support
of farmers' Bharat Bandh

Jagdalpur, Feb 17:

According to the route
chart identified by the
Public Relations
Department of the State
Government in the rural
areas of the district, pro-
motion of ambitious and
public welfare schemes of
the Central and State
Government through LED
vans and art troupes in
Haat Bazaars and Gram
Panchayats being done. In
various Gram Panchayats
of the district, the artists of
Kala Jatha Dal are giving
information about the pub-
lic welfare schemes of the
government through their

interesting presentations.
Under this, till now pub-

lic welfare schemes of the
government have been pro-
moted in Gram Panchayat
Kesharpal, Bhanpuri,
Deora, Retavand and
Lamker of Bastar develop-
ment block of the district,
Nagar PanchayatBastar
and Gram Panchayat
Chingitrai of Darbha de-
velopment block. Mahtari
Vandan Yojana, purchase
of paddy at support price,

RamlalaDarshanYojana,
Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana, Pradhan Mantri
Ujjwala Yojana, Pradhan
Mantri Ayushman Yojana,
Pradhan Mantri Kisan
Samman Nidhi Yojana,
Swachh Bharat Abhiyan,
Jal Jeevan Mission,
Ayushman Yojana to the
villagers through Kala
Jatha Dal, including infor-
mation about various pub-
lic welfare schemes of the
government.

The art troupe is mak-
ing the villagers aware
about these schemes
through message-oriented
songs, dramas and skits.
At the same time, informa-
tion is being given to the
villagers by showing
movies focused on the
schemes through LED
vans. Seeing this with rapt
attention the villagers are
becoming aware of the in-
formation about the
schemes.

Kala Jatha group reaching every village

Chhurikala, Feb 17:

The Yadav Adarsh Seva
Sansthan's annual calen-
dar publication marked a
significant moment for the
YadavSamaj of District
Korba, unveiling a
roadmap for community
engagement and develop-
ment.

Amidst a gathering of
esteemed members of the
Yadav community, the cal-
endar was launched dur-
ing a program held in vil-
lage Gangpur near Nagar
PanchayatChhuri. District
President of
YadavAdarshSevaSanstha
n, Dr. P.L. Yadav, along
with HiralalYadav, Gorelal
Yadav, Ramgopal Yadav,
Jeevan Yadav, and dedicat-
ed women workers, graced

the occasion with their
presence.

Dr. P.L. Yadav empha-
sized the importance of
active participation and
engagement within the
society, urging members
to attend weekly and
monthly meetings to con-

tribute ideas and insights
towards the organiza-
tion's functioning. He
highlighted ongoing ini-
tiatives and encouraged
dialogue around various
schemes aimed at com-
munity welfare.

Echoing this senti-

ment, HiralalYadav
stressed the significance
of collective effort, partic-
ularly in empowering
marginalized groups
such as the disabled and
women. He reiterated the
society's commitment to
providing support and
opportunities for their
advancement.

With a shared vision to
uplift and empower the
community, GorelalYadav
and JeevanYadav reaf-
firmed their dedication to
fostering inclusive growth
and solidarity. The event
witnessed a large turnout
of men and women from
the Yadav community, un-
derscoring the collective
determination to work to-
wards a brighter and more
prosperous future.

Yadav Adarsh Seva Sansthan
unveils annual calendar

Counter opened at SaketBhawan entrance
In view of the convenience of the general public, on
the instructions of Commissioner
PratishthaMamgai, a counter has been set up near
the entrance of SaketBhawan, the main administra-
tive office of the corporation. Persons wishing to get
a house can go to that counter and get the format of
the application form and pay Rs 100. The filled appli-
cation can be deposited at the counter by depositing
the fee in the corporation treasury.

One BHK will be avail-
able for Rs 3.25 lakh
One BHK is available in the
said residential colony for
only Rs 3 lakh 25 thousand.
People will get the flat
whose carpet area is 327.64
sq.ft. The said amount can
be paid in easy monthly in-
stallments. The flats which
are currently being allotted
include 170 flats in the
ground floor, 272 flats in the
first floor, 272 flats in the sec-
ond floor. There are 272 flats
in the first floor and 272 flats
in the third floor.

Allotment through
lottery on March 11
After the persons desirous
of taking a flat in the said
residential colony have sub-
mitted their applications to
the Corporation and after
the last date fixed for this
purpose, the applications
will be scrutinized and the
list of eligible and ineligible
applicants will be displayed
in the notice board of the of-
fice on 04 March.
Residential houses will be
allotted through lottery on
March 11, 2024.

Under PMAY; take advan-
tage of the opportunity
Corporation is going to
allot 986 residential hous-
es, applications can be
made till Feb 26

To give information
about the schemes
Movie focusing on the
schemes is being
shown through LED van

Two hiwas, 1 JCB and 12 tractors seized
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Islamabad, Feb 17 (PTI):

A senior Pakistani bu-
reaucrat on Saturday al-
leged that the chief elec-
tion commissioner and
the chief justice were in-
volved in poll-rigging in
the recent election as he
resigned from his post,
taking the “responsibili-
ty for all this wrongdo-
ing”.

Former Rawalpindi
Commissioner Liaquat
Ali Chattha’s remarks
came amidst jailed for-
mer prime minister
Imran Khan’s Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
party began nationwide
protests against alleged
rigging and stealing of
its mandate in the
February 8 elections.

Speaking to reporters
at the Rawalpindi

Cricket Stadium,
Chattha said the candi-
dates who were “losing”
the elections “were made
to win”.

“I am taking the re-
sponsibility for all this
wrongdoing and telling
you that the chief elec-
tion commissioner and
the chief justice are also
completely involved in
this,” he was quoted as
saying by the Dawn
newspaper.

Chattha resigned from
his office after “accept-
ing responsibility” for
manipulation of poll re-
sults, it said.

He said “stabbing the
country in its back does
not let” him sleep.

“I should be punished
for the injustice I have
done and others who
were involved in this in-

justice should also be
punished,” Chattha said.

The former bureaucrat
said there was “pres-
sure” on him to the ex-
tent that he contemplat-
ed suicide but then re-
solved to present matters
before the public.

“It is my request to the
entire bureaucracy to not
do anything wrong for all
these politicians,” he
said.

The Election
Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) has strongly reject-
ed the allegations
Chattha has made
against the chief election
commissioner.

In a press statement, it
said, “The Election
Commission of Pakistan
strongly rejects the alle-
gations levelled by the
C o m m i s s i o n e r

Rawalpindi on the chief
election commissioner
or the election commis-
sion and no official of the
election commission
never issued any instruc-
tions regarding changing
the election results to the
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Rawalpindi.

“Neither is the com-
missioner of any divi-
sion ever appointed as a
District Returning
Officer, Returning
Officer or Presiding
Officer nor do they ever
play a direct role in the
conduct of elections.”
However, it said that the
matter would be investi-
gated. Punjab’s caretaker
Chief Minister Mohsin
Naqvi has also ordered
an “impartial probe”
into the allegations made
by Chattha.

Pakistan’s CEC, Chief Justice involved in
poll-rigging, alleges senior bureaucrat

MUNICH SECURITY CONFERENCE

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, left, and U.S. Vice President Kamala Harris, right, meet for talks at the
Munich Security Conference (MSC) in Munich, Germany, Saturday Feb. 17.

Paris, Feb 17 (AP):

French President
Emmanuel Macron says
recognising a
Palestinian state is not a
‘taboo’ for France, as in-
ternational frustration
grows with Israel’s ac-
tions in the Palestinian
territories.

France and the EU have
long supported a two-state
solution in the Mideast,
but as part of a negotiated
settlement. With talks long
stalled and Israel’s offen-
sive against Hamas in
Gaza deepening, some
European countries are
voicing support for recog-
nising a Palestinian state

sooner.
“Recognising a

Palestinian state is not a
taboo for France,”
Macron said Friday at a
meeting in Paris with
Jordan’s King Abdullah.
“We owe it to
Palestinians, whose aspi-
rations have been tram-
pled on for too long. We
owe it to Israelis, who
lived through the worst
antisemitic massacre of
our time. We owe it to a
region that is seeking to
rise above those who pro-
mote chaos and seed re-
venge.”

Macron did not elabo-
rate on when and under
what conditions France

could recognise a
Palestinian state, and
France is unlikely to take
such a decision unilateral-
ly. But France holds impor-
tant diplomatic weight, as
one of just five permanent
members of the UN
Security Council.

“Our partners in the re-
gion, notably Jordan, are
working on it, we are
working on it with them.
We are ready to contribute
to it, in Europe and in the
Security Council,”
Macron said.

He also called for a
cease-fire in Gaza and
warned that an Israeli of-
fensive in Rafah on the
border with Egypt would

lead to a “humanitarian
disaster without any
precedent.”

Britain’s Foreign
Minister David Cameron
said earlier this month
that his country could offi-
cially recognise a
Palestinian state after a
cease-fire in Gaza.

Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu re-
jects Palestinian state-
hood, and there have been
no substantive negotia-
tions on a two-state solu-
tion since 2009. A move by
some of Israel’s key allies
to recognise a Palestinian
state could put pressure on
Israel to resume negotia-
tions.

Recognising a Palestinian state is not a taboo for France: Macron

Munich, Feb 17 (AP):

Top diplomats from the US
and China on Friday held
a “candid and construc-
tive” discussion on issues
vexing their strained rela-
tions over Taiwan, the sit-
uation in the South China
Sea, Russia’s war against
Ukraine and synthetic opi-
oids, the State Department
said.

The meeting between
US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken and
Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi on the sidelines of
the Munich Security
Conference marked the
latest and highest-level
meeting between the two
sides since U.S. President
Joe Biden and Chinese
President Xi Jinping held
talks late last year in
California.

State Department
spokesman Matthew
Miller said Blinken em-
phasized the importance
of maintaining peace in
the Taiwan Strait as well
as expanding on nascent
counternarcotics efforts.
Blinken also raised con-
cerns about China’s sup-
port for Russia’s defense

industrial base that
Washington sees as help-
ing Moscow’s military op-
erations against Ukraine.

“The two sides had a
candid and constructive
discussion on a range of
bilateral, regional and
global issues as part of on-
going efforts to maintain
open lines of communica-
tion and responsibly man-
age competition in the re-
lationship,” Miller said.

China’s Ministry of
Foreign Affairs said Wang
called on the U.S. to re-
move sanctions against
Chinese companies and in-
dividuals.

Wang emphasized that
Washington’s policy of
“de-risking” economically
from Beijing “has become
de-Sinicizing,’ building a
tall fence’ and de-coupling
from China’” and “will
come back to bite the U.S.
itself,” according to a
Ministry readout
Saturday morning.

He also called on the U.S.
to stop searches of
Chinese nationals.
Recently, Chinese state
media published reports of
Chinese citizens being
searched at the U.S. border.

London, Feb 17 (PTI):
An Indian-origin man
has been sentenced to
life imprisonment by a
court here for murder-
ing a woman 30 years
ago after he was con-
nected to the brutal
killing through his
strand of hair found at
the crime scene.

Sandip Patel, 51, was
found guilty of the mur-
der of Marina Koppel by
stabbing her at least 140
times at her flat in the
Westminster area of
London in 1994 and sen-
tenced at the Old Bailey
court in the city on
Friday.

The Metropolitan
Police said innovative
work by its forensics
team on his hair found
on a ring worn by
Koppel finally brought
Patel to justice all these
years later.

“This was a great
team effort with the
forensic scientists, fin-
gerprint experts, the
forensic manager and
the investigating team
all playing their part in
solving Marina’s mur-
der,” said Dan Chester,
Operational Forensic

Manager and the Met
Police’s Forensic Lead
for Cold Case Homicide
Investigations.

“Forensic techniques
and technologies are con-
stantly evolving, and the
police will continue to re-
view serious unsolved
cases and, where possi-
ble, pursue new opportu-
nities to enable both the
prosecution of those re-
sponsible and to exoner-
ate the innocent. This in-
cludes cases specifically
related to violence
against women,” he said.

Marina, who was 39 at
the time of her death,
lived and worked in her
flat during the week and
spent time with her hus-
band in Northampton
during the weekend. It
was an unconventional
relationship as Marina
worked as a masseuse
and occasional sex work-
er, but the two were hap-
pily married, the court
heard. She was de-
scribed as a loving moth-
er and worked hard to
send money home to her
family in Columbia, in-
cluding her two children
who were being cared
for by her family there.

Prohibitory orders
imposed in Islamabad

Islamabad/Lahore, Feb
17 (PTI): Authorities on
Saturday imposed pro-
hibitory orders here in
Pakistan’s capital as jailed
former prime minister
Imran Khan’s party began
nationwide protests
against alleged rigging and
stealing of its mandate in
the recent elections.

Criticising the outcome
of the polls, which saw the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
party-backed independent
candidates emerging as the

largest group by winning
over 90 National Assembly
seats, the PTI announced
holding countrywide
“peaceful protests” against
what it termed “record-
high rigging”.

The protests began with
a march in Wana in South
Waziristan of the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province.

The party has decided to
sit in the Opposition in
Parliament.

“The PTI has called for
country-wide protests
against the unprecedent-
ed, massive, brazen rig-
ging in general elections

2024, where PTI’s win of
180 National Assembly
seats and a two-thirds ma-
jority in the parliament,
was cut down to half,” the
party said in a statement.

“The 2024 elections would
be remembered in the coun-
try’s history due to the scale
of rigging,” PTI spokesper-
son Raoof Hasan said.

The Islamabad police
have said that section 144
is in force in the city and
the security is on “high
alert”, as the PTI is set to
begin its countrywide
protests, the Dawn news-
paper reported.

Top diplomats from US, China
hold ‘constructive’ talks on

issues dividing them

Imran Khan’s party begins
protests against polls rigging

Indian-origin man jailed for life
over 30-year-old UK murder



I n the pursuit of a truly inclusive
society, reservation policies have

been implemented to address historical
disadvantages faced by specific sec-
tions of the population. However, a criti-
cal examination of the application fees
for government examinations reveals an
ironic incongruity, particularly in the
case of candidates falling under the
Economically Weaker Sections (EWS)
category. The EWS quota, conceived to
uplift economically disadvantaged indi-
viduals, has encountered an unforeseen
hurdle in the form of uniform application
fees for both EWS and Open (General)
category candidates. This discrepancy
raises questions about the effectiveness
of reservation policies when financial
barriers impede the very individuals
these policies aim to support. The
essence of the EWS quota lies in provid-
ing opportunities to those who face eco-
nomic hardships. However, the identical
application fees for General and EWS
candidates in various government ex-
aminations, including Judicial Services
and Civil Services, hinder the intended
upliftment. EWS candidates, often grap-
pling with financial constraints, may find
the burden of high application fees in-
surmountable, hindering their access to
opportunities that reservation policies
seek to provide.

Conversely, the substantially reduced

application fees for candidates belong-
ing to the Scheduled Castes (SC) and
Scheduled Tribes (ST) communities ap-
pear incongruous with the underlying
principle of reservation, which primarily
addresses inadequate representation
and not poverty-alleviation. The illogical
connection between reduced fees and
reservation status may inadvertently
and unnecessarily benefit candidates
from affluent backgrounds within the SC
and ST categories, who already enjoy
the benefits of reservations in both ex-
aminations and promotion, potentially
excluding genuinely disadvantaged
EWS individuals from the benefits they
actually need. It is essential to reassess
and reform the fee structure for govern-
ment examinations, aligning it with the
socio-economic realities of each catego-
ry. The existing uniformity in application
fees fails to recognise the nuanced fi-
nancial disparities among different
reservation categories.

The incongruity in the application
fees for government examinations not
only stems from a flawed policy design
but also raises serious questions about
the wisdom behind these decisions. It
reflects a lack of foresight in recognising
the evolving socio-economic dynamics
within reserved categories. The failure
to adapt policies in tandem with chang-
ing realities highlights a disconnect be-

tween the intended purpose of reserva-
tion and its implementation.  One can-
not overlook the possibility that the uni-
form application fees might be a conse-
quence of political considerations, with
an eye on appeasing certain vote banks
comprising certain caste-based commu-
nities belonging to the reserved cate-
gories. Political expediency has, at
times, overshadowed the need for a nu-
anced and rational approach to policy
formulation. The fear of alienating spe-
cific communities may have led to a re-
luctance to address the inherent dis-
crepancies in the current fee structure.
As a result, the genuine needs of eco-
nomically weaker sections might be
overshadowed by political calculations,
further perpetuating the cycle of in-
equality.

It is crucial to distinguish between af-
firmative action aimed at empowerment
and policies that inadvertently hinder
the very communities they seek to up-
lift. Striking a balance between political
considerations and the genuine socio-
economic needs of the marginalized is
essential to ensure that policies align
with their intended objectives and con-
tribute to a more just and equitable soci-
ety. It is time for policymakers to re-
assess their approach, guided by a com-
mitment to social justice rather than
short-term political gains. To address
this issue, both Central and State gov-
ernments should consider implementing
a tiered fee structure that reflects the
economic background of candidates.
Higher application fees for those who
can afford it, such as General category
candidates, would contribute to a more
equitable distribution of resources and
opportunities. Conversely, reducing fees
for genuinely economically disadvan-
taged individuals within the SC, ST, and
EWS categories would align with the
true spirit of reservation policies.

The dichotomy between the purpose
of reservation and the current fee struc-
ture is particularly pronounced when ex-

amining the evolving socio-economic
status within reservation categories.
Over time, some individuals from SC
and ST backgrounds have risen above
economic challenges, yet they continue
to benefit from reduced fees. This unin-
tended consequence perpetuates a
cycle of inequality by diverting re-
sources away from those who genuinely
need them. An equitable fee structure
would also require a thorough assess-
ment of the financial background of ap-
plicants. Governments could imple-
ment a comprehensive system that
takes into account income levels, fami-
ly size, and other relevant factors to
determine the appropriate application
fees for each candidate. This targeted
approach ensures that those who can
afford higher fees contribute propor-
tionally, while genuinely disadvan-
taged individuals receive the support
they need. Moreover, the reevaluation
of application fees should be accompa-
nied by increased transparency and ac-
cessibility in the application process.
Clear guidelines and support mecha-
nisms should be established to assist
EWS candidates in navigating the ap-
plication process and securing the op-
portunities they rightfully deserve.

In conclusion, the disconnect be-
tween the application fees for govern-
ment examinations and the intended
purpose of reservation policies de-
mands urgent attention. A recalibra-
tion of fees, tailored to the economic
realities of each category, is imperative
to ensure that reservation policies gen-
uinely uplift the socio-economically
disadvantaged. It is time for the
Central and State governments to take
a proactive stance, fostering a fair and
inclusive environment for all aspiring
candidates, regardless of their socio-
economic background.

((WWrriitteerr,,  ppooeett  aanndd  aaddvvooccaattee,,  ccoommpplleetteedd
MMaasstteerr  ooff  LLaawwss  ((LLLL..MM..))  ffrroomm  FFaaccuullttyy  ooff
LLaaww,,  BBaannaarraass  HHiinndduu  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  ((BBHHUU))..

A s the political climate heats up with the approach-
ing General Election, the Congress party finds it-

self embroiled in a contentious battle with the income
tax (I-T) department. Just months shy of the pivotal elec-
toral event, the Congress alleges that the department has
dealt a severe blow by freezing its primary bank ac-
counts. This action has significantly hampered the
party's operational capabilities, impeding its ability to
pay salaries and utilize funds garnered through its
crowdfunding initiatives. The Congress contends that
this aggressive stance by the authorities stems from what
they describe as 'flimsy grounds' – namely, the delayed fil-
ing of income tax returns for the fiscal year 2018-19. This
recent development underscores a concerning trend of
governmental interference in the functioning of opposi-
tion parties, raising valid questions about the impartiali-
ty and integrity of our democratic processes. Despite en-
during a string of electoral setbacks in recent years, the
Congress remains a formidable force in Indian politics,
serving as the primary opposition to the ruling dispensa-
tion. Any attempts to disrupt its functioning under the
guise of regulatory compliance must be scrutinized and
condemned. The Congress's predicament is not an isolat-
ed incident but rather indicative of a broader pattern of
alleged targeting by central agencies, including the
Enforcement Directorate, Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI), and the Income Tax Department.
Such actions have been consistently decried by opposition
parties as politically motivated and designed to intimidate
and coerce dissenting voices. In this light, the timing of
the purported crackdown on the Congress raises suspi-
cions of an orchestrated effort to undermine political op-
ponents in the run-up to the elections. Earlier this week,
the Congress's Madhya Pradesh unit raised serious con-
cerns regarding the manner in which certain party lead-
ers were summoned by the Income Tax Department. The
decision to call them to New Delhi, rather than conduct-
ing proceedings locally, further fuels speculation of ulteri-
or motives behind these actions. This sentiment is com-
pounded by the backdrop of previous instances where op-
position figures have been subjected to what many per-
ceive as harassment and intimidation tactics by govern-
ment agencies. The recent verdict by the Supreme Court,
declaring the electoral bond scheme unconstitutional, fur-
ther underscores the need for transparency and accounta-
bility in political financing. It is imperative for the gov-
ernment to dispel any perception of wielding investiga-
tive agencies as tools of political vendetta. The onus lies
squarely on the ruling dispensation to uphold the princi-
ples of democracy and ensure a level playing field for all
political stakeholders. As the nation braces itself for a
crucial electoral battle, it is incumbent upon all stakehold-
ers to uphold the sanctity of democratic institutions and
processes. The integrity of our democracy hinges on the
fair and equitable treatment of all political entities, re-
gardless of their ideological leanings. The targeting of op-
position parties undermines the very essence of democra-
cy and erodes public trust in the institutions meant to
safeguard it. It is imperative for the government to
demonstrate its commitment to democratic principles by
refraining from the politicization of regulatory agencies
and ensuring a level playing field for all political actors.
Only through such measures can we uphold the integrity
and vitality of our democratic system.

I ndia’s healthcare sector is at a critical juncture,
facing a pressing need to address the scarcity of

medical professionals amid surging demand. The recent
report from the Department-related Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Health and Family Welfare has
spotlighted this urgent issue, urging comprehensive re-
forms in medical education. With millions of aspiring
medical students competing for limited seats, it’s imper-
ative to not only expand capacity but also uphold the
highest educational standards. The glaring gap between
the demand and supply of medical seats is evident, with
millions of students vying for a fraction of available
spots. This disparity not only dashes the hopes of nu-
merous aspiring doctors but also hampers healthcare
delivery, particularly in rural and remote regions. The
committee’s proposal to establish new medical colleges
attached to district or referral hospitals holds promise.
By leveraging existing infrastructure, the government
can substantially boost seat numbers without compro-
mising quality. These colleges can serve as hubs for
medical education and healthcare delivery, catering to
diverse populations. However, mere expansion isn't
enough; maintaining educational quality is paramount.
The committee rightly stresses the importance of equip-
ping new institutions with modern facilities, competent
faculty, and robust curriculum frameworks.
Standardizing the admissions process through a nation-
al entrance examination can ensure fairness and trans-
parency. A uniform test will level the playing field for all
aspiring medical students, curbing malpractices in ad-
missions. Stringent regulatory frameworks, such as the
Minimum Standards Regulations (UG-MSR), are crucial
for maintaining consistency and excellence across med-
ical colleges. Monitoring mechanisms must ensure com-
pliance, with a focus on enhancing postgraduate educa-
tion and research. Transforming medical education re-
quires collaborative efforts. Partnerships with industry,
academia, and professional bodies can enrich learning
experiences and align curricula with evolving health-
care needs. Technology, including virtual reality and
telemedicine, can revolutionize learning, but equitable
access is vital. Addressing the medical education crisis
demands a multi-faceted approach. The committee’s rec-
ommendations provide a roadmap for action, necessitat-
ing coordinated efforts from policymakers, educators,
healthcare providers, and students. Only through collec-
tive action can we build a resilient medical education
ecosystem to meet the healthcare needs of our nation.
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Transparency Triumph
The Supreme Court's land-

mark decision invalidating the
Electoral Bond scheme marks a
triumph for democratic principles
and transparency. Instituted in
2018, the scheme stood de-
nounced as unconstitutional and
contrary to democratic ethos,
flouting the Right to Information
Act. Its opacity concealed the ori-
gins of political funding, denying
voters crucial insight. The Court
echoed concerns previously
voiced by the RBI, affirming the
scheme's flaws. Transparent po-
litical financing is vital for equi-
table elections, ensuring in-
formed voter choices. By disman-
tling the Electoral Bond scheme,
the Supreme Court upholds the
essence of democracy, affirming
the electorate's right to trans-
parency in political processes.

YYaasshh  PPaall  RRaallhhaann,,  JJaallaannddhhaarr

Democracy's Victory
The Supreme Court's awaited

ruling on poll bonds heralds
transparency. It addresses the
opacity surrounding corporate
donations to political entities, a
crucial development. Mandating
SBI to divulge bond recipients
and the Election Commission to
publicize details online marks a
significant stride. This landmark
decision is poised to fortify
India's democratic structure and
reshape its political landscape
for the better.

MMKK  NNaaiirr,,  RRaaiippuurr

Bilateral Bonds
PM Modi's recent visit to the

UAE underscores burgeoning ties
between the nations, evident in
economic and cultural links. His
frequent visits highlight the signif-
icance of India's relations with
Abu Dhabi. The 10 agreements
signed in sectors like energy and
infrastructure signify a deeper
collaboration. Inaugurating the
Swaminarayan Mandir mirrors
growing interfaith harmony. With
3.5 million Indians, the UAE's cul-
tural assimilation is evident. PM
Modi's remark of feeling 'at home'
resonates with the strengthened
bond. This visit amplifies the tra-
jectory of bilateral relations,
promising greater cooperation
and synergy in the future.

SShhiivv  KKuummaarr  MMiisshhrraa,,  RRaaiippuurr

Economic Uplift
PM Modi's UAE visit bolsters

ties, crucial for economic growth.
Agreements in energy, infrastruc-
ture, and investments promise
substantial boosts. Interlinking
India's UPI with UAE's AANI and
connecting domestic debit/credit
cards augur well for seamless
transactions. The inauguration of
the Swaminarayan temple under-
scores interfaith harmony. This
collaboration fosters mutual
prosperity and strengthens 
diplomatic bonds between the
two nations.

RRaakkeesshh  GGuuppttaa,,  KKoorrbbaa
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Artists perform during ‘Narmada Prakatyotsav’ at the Upper Lake on the occasion of ‘Narmada Jayanti’, in Bhopal.

NARMADA PRAKATYOTSAV
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Power Play

Dr. Gyan Pathak

P rime Minister Narendra Modi
has been distributing all sorts

of “Modi’s Guarantees”, but perhaps
without an iota of suspicion that farm-
ers will come forward and demand
“Legal Guarantees” for Minimum
Support Price (MSP), and would not
be satisfied with mere assurances,
being committed to take their agita-
tion to logical end. Two rounds of talks
between the Centre and the farmers’
representatives have already failed
since launch of the Delhi Chalo agita-
tion on February 12. Modi government
does not want to give “legal guaran-
tee” while farmers refused to settle
for any less. Why are the farmers so
adamant and taking Modi govern-
ment’s assurances with a pinch of
salt? The answer is well known to all
farmers because PM Modi have been
in the habit of promising extravagant-
ly, such as “doubling farmers’ income
by 2022”, which proved to be a rhetori-
cal trick played on our land tillers,
about three years before the Lok
Sabha Election 2019.

One can hate the pliability of bu-
reaucrats, but it is a truth. They gener-
ally don’t have guts to say the truth to
the political leaderships in general,
and a leader like PM Narendra Modi in
particular. That is why when PM
Narendra Modi announced “doubling

of farmers’ income”, the entire bu-
reaucracy forwarded logics that it
could be done. The Government think
tank NITI Aayog then started working
on how it could be achieved. By the
end of 2018 they came out with 14 vol-
ume of research work to suggest ways
and means to double farmers’ income.
Thereafter, Lok Sabha elections 2019
were held and PM Modi won the sec-
ond term. Nothing noteworthy was
done to double farmers’ income, and
there was no end to their sufferings,
on account of ever rising input costs,
low MSP not sufficient to offset higher
input costs, and a distorted agriculture
market in which middlemen, corpo-
rate, businesses thrive at the cost of
farmers. The distortion in the agricul-
ture market has been the result of cer-
tain amendments in other legislations,
which allowed legal hoarding of large
quantities of yields by the corporate
and big businesses, who artificially in-
crease the cost of yields in the open
market, while farmers get only a frac-
tion of the market price. In absence of
legal guarantee of MSP for their
yields, farmers are usually compelled
to sell their produce at much lower
costs, sometimes even much less than
the input costs.

Now, when the farmers are at war
path, Centre has got published through
an unknown official the reason as to
why government can’t afford to give

legal guarantee for MSP for all crops.
Governments do such things and
therefore in is not a surprise. Chief ar-
gument of the government official was
that the cost of entire agricultural yield
in the country is around Rs40 lakh
crore. If there would be legal guaran-
tee for MSP, the government would
need around Rs 45 lakh crore for this
scheme alone. It would adversely im-
pact the other sectors of the economy
and the development goals of the
country. Such an argument has been
forwarded on behalf of the govern-
ment to create an environment in the
country so that the Modi government
could be saved from the responsibility
of saving the farmers. One can ask
simple questions, such as, why the cor-
porate and businesses would be en-
riched further at the cost of farmers?
Why such officials allow amendment in
even the Essential Commodity Act to
legally enable people to hold large
quantities of agricultural yields to sell
at higher prices while farmers are get-
ting only a little for their produce?

It was ridiculous for the Modi gov-
ernment to have come out with three
controversial farm laws in 2020 intend-
ing to bring Corporate to the farms,
while ignoring the need to correct the
distortion in the agricultural market
and keep the rising input costs for the
farm sector under check. It resulted in
stiff opposition by farmers, who con-

tinued their sit-in protests over one
year in 2020-21, leading to withdrawal
of the controversial farm laws but not
before death of about 750 farmers.
Numerous cases were registered
against them and no compensation
were given to families of dead farmers
despite government’s written assur-
ance. Farmers felt cheated and hence
the agitation. As for the MSP is con-
cerned the government sets MSP at
1.5 times the Cost of Production
(CoP), where the Cop is A2+FL. A2
covers all paid-out costs directly in-
curred by the farmer in cash and kind
on seeds, fertilisers, pesticides, hired
labour, leased-in land, fuel, irrigation
etc. FL includes an imputed value of
unpaid family labour. Farmers are no
happy with this.

MS Swaminathan Commission has
given a different formula which Modi
government doesn’t want to accept,
though hypocritically it has just given
the agricultural sciences veteran who
died last year, the Bharat Ratna.
Swaminathan Commission has given
C2+50 per cent formula. Farmers have
been demanding to accept this formu-
la since C2 included not only A2+FL
but also the interest on the value of
owned capital assets, rent paid for
leased-in land, or the rental value of
owned land. Swaminathan submitted
his report in 2006 and suggested that
the solution to the farm crisis was to

provide remunerative prices to the
farmer.

Why should then Modi government
refuse remunerative price to farmers?
Especially, when it had boasted that
earlier governments did not care for
the farmers, and he would be doubling
farmers income by 2022. Further, on
July 12, 2022, Centre had notified
about formation of a committee to
“promote zero-budget-based farming”
and one of the claimed intents was to
bring transparency and efficiency in
the allocation of MSP. However, no
representative from Samyukt Kisan
Morcha (SKM) leading the 2020-21 ag-
itation was included, say the agitating
farmer leaders. They say therefore the
claimed transparency was also a false-
hood, because three SKM representa-
tives were supposed to be included in
the Committee. Centre said that SKM
did not nominate representatives to
the committee. It is in this backdrop of
mistrust between the Modi govern-
ment and agitating farmers under the
Samyukt Kisan Morcha (non-political)
and Kisan Mazdoor Morcha, a third
round of talk is scheduled to take
place soon. Let us hope that the Modi
government takes care of the interest
of the farmers, and does not insist on
pushing corporate and business inter-
ests only, as it has been doing in the
last 10 years with making false and
unmet promises to farmers. 

Legal Guarantee For MSP That Modi 
Government Is Unwilling To Grant

Bridging Healthcare Divide
Reforming Medical Education in India

Congress Under Siege by IT Department

Beyond Quotas: Bridging The 
Discrepant In Examination Fees

SHIVANSHU K. SRIVASTAVA  
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BRIEF

NFCSF
New Delhi: The
newly elected board of
directors of the
National Federation
of Cooperative Sugar
Factories (NFCSF) on
Friday met
Cooperation Minister
Amit Shah here in the
national capital. The
delegation was led by
NFCSF’s new presi-
dent Harshvardhan
Patil, the ministry
said in a statement.
During the meeting,
the minister gave
clear directions to the
federal body to as-
sume a leading role in
India’s sugar sector.
Shah emphasised to
aggressively proceed
on installing multi-
feed distillery to pro-
duce ethanol from
maize and sugarcane.
He also advised the
federation to run the
federation as a corpo-
rate body, the state-
ment added.

Novartis AG
New Delhi: Drug
major Novartis AG on
Friday announced a
strategic review of
Novartis India Ltd, a
public company listed
on the BSE. The
strategic review will
include an assessment
of the 70.68 per cent
shareholding of
Novartis AG in the
company, the drug
firm said in a state-
ment. Novartis India
Ltd is separate from
Novartis Healthcare
Pvt Ltd, the wholly
owned subsidiary of
Novartis group in
India. Novartis
Healthcare Pvt Ltd in-
cludes the Novartis
Corporate Centre in
Hyderabad, the com-
mercial arm of
Novartis in India, and
R&D teams, which
currently conduct
clinical trials at more
than 300 trial sites in
the country.

EDRIO 
Srinagar: EDRIO, the
renowned fashion ath-
leisure wear brand, is
thrilled to announce
the successful launch
of its second retail
store in the vibrant
city of Srinagar. The
store officially opened
its doors on 17th
February, welcoming
customers to explore
the latest collection of
stylish and comfort-
able athleisure wear.
The decision to ex-
pand into Srinagar
was driven by the
city’s booming mar-
ket potential and the
increasing demand
for high-quality ath-
leisure wear in the
region. With its pic-
turesque landscapes
and dynamic urban
culture, Srinagar of-
fers a unique setting
for EDRIO to connect
with customers who
appreciate innova-
tive designs and su-
perior craftsman-
ship.

IBBI
New Delhi: Regulator
IBBI has amended corpo-
rate insolvency resolu-
tion process norms, in-
cluding making it com-
pulsory to have separate
accounts for each real es-
tate project undergoing
resolution and enabling
the creditors’ committee
to constitute a monitor-
ing panel to oversee im-
plementation of the reso-
lution plan. “With an
aim to increase trans-
parency and reduce dis-
putes over valuation-re-
lated issues, the amend-
ment provide for ex-
plaining the valuation
methodology to the
members of the CoC
(Committee of
Creditors) before the
computation of esti-
mates,” as per the re-
vised norms.

Hyderabad, Feb 17 (PTI):

Emphasising the impor-
tance of coal and lignite
gasification projects in
India’s energy transition,
Union Coal Secretary
Amrit Lal Meena said the
union government intends
to take up these projects
on very high priority.

Meena addressed an in-
dustry interaction meet-
ing organised by the
Ministry of Coal here, on
ways to promote coal, and
lignite gasification proj-
ects across the country.

The Centre has recently
approved schemes for the
promotion of coal and lig-
nite gasification under
which the private sector
and public sector under-
takings have been envis-
aged to take up new proj-
ects for setting up coal and
lignite gasification proj-
ects, he told reporters.

In January, the govern-
ment approved an outlay
of Rs 8,500 crore as finan-
cial assistance for promot-
ing coal, lignite gasifica-

tion projects.
He said the government

expects the private sector
to consider venturing into
setting up of coal gasifica-
tion projects.

“The Ministry will be
coming out with a draft
request for proposal (RFP)
and share it with industry
and, after seeking their
views, come out with the
final RFP,” he said, adding
that thereafter applica-
tions will be invited.

“We intend to take up
these projects on very
high priority,” Meena
said.

The coal secretary ex-
plained the importance of
coal in India’s energy se-
curity, and the efforts the
government has made to
bring in private players,
which has led to an in-
crease in domestic coal
production, and a substan-
tial decrease in coal im-
ports, from 26 per cent in
2019 to 19 per cent (expect-
ed) this year, an official re-
lease said.

Reiterating the govern-
ment’s support through
initiatives such as making
land more easily available,
financing, and providing
incentives to promote
cleaner coal technologies
and enhance energy secu-
rity, he called on everyone
present to invest in the
technology towards a
greener and cleaner fu-
ture. Attended by industry
experts, and stakeholders,
the event showcased the
government’s commit-
ment to fostering innova-
tion and sustainability in
the coal sector.

Through strategic ini-

tiatives and policy frame-
works, the Ministry of
Coal aims to catalyse in-
vestments and technologi-
cal advancements in
coal/gasification projects,
aligning with India’s vi-
sion for a cleaner and en-
ergy efficient future, it
said.

The stakeholders sub-
mitted their views on the
scheme, which was ac-
knowledged. The Ministry
of Coal will put RFP for
the scheme in the public
forum for stakeholders’
c o m m e n t s / f e e d b a c k
shortly, it added.

The coal secretary re-
quested all industry stake-
holders to come forward
and participate in the RFP
process and share their
valuable inputs, to make
the process transparent
and open.

Coal India Limited
Chairman P M Prasad
elaborated on CIL’s proac-
tive initiatives and en-
deavours in the realm of
gasification, the release
said.

Union govt intends to take up
coal, lignite gasification projects

on high priority: Coal secretary

Union Coal Secretary
Amrit Lal Meena

INDIA DESIGN (ID) 2024 

An art installation during an exhibition at the India Design (ID) 2024 at NSIC
Grounds, Okhla, in New Delhi, Saturday, Feb. 17.

Kolkata, Feb 17 (PTI):

Power Grid Corporation
(POWERGRID) expects “no
impact” from proposed
changes in Operation &
Maintenance (O&M)
charges norms by Central
Electricity Regulatory
Commission (CERC), a top
company official said.

The official said the com-
pany was in discussion with

the regulator.
Draft regulations suggest

altering the prior 75:25 (sub-
station vs transmission
line) O&M cost distribution
to 65:35 ratio, increasing
transmission line charges
while decreasing substation
charges. Chairman and
Managing Director
Ravindra Kumar Tyagi
claimed “net impact is al-
most zero,” with overall

O&M charges maintained.
“They have added one

more element, ‘reactor’.
Earlier, we were not incur-
ring any O&M charges for
reactors.

Now, reactor charges
have been added per MVAR
(Mega Volt-Ampere
Reactive), similar to trans-
former charges per MVA ca-
pacity, such as Rs 20 lakh or
so per MVA.

Power Grid unfazed by proposed O&M
norms changes by CERC

Mumbai, Feb 17 (PTI):

The domestic technolo-
gy industry’s revenue is
projected to grow 3.8 per
cent to USD 254 billion this
fiscal, industry body
Nasscom said on Friday
and highlighted the cre-
ation of 60,000 more jobs
during this period.

The industry had
clocked a revenue of USD
244.6 billion in the same
period last year, according
to Nasscom’s annual
strategic review report.

Excluding hardware,
the revenue is expected to
touch USD 199 billion, a
growth of 3.3 per cent over
FY23, as per the report.

Domestic revenue is es-
timated to log 5.9 per cent
growth at USD 54.4 billion
from USD 51.4 billion in
FY23. The projected 3.8 per

cent growth is despite a 50
per cent slide in tech
spending and 6 per cent de-
cline in tech contracts in
2023 globally.

This means the industry
has added USD 9.3 billion
incremental revenue in
the fiscal, Nasscom said.

“It was a growth year de-
spite all headwinds, the
surprise here was that
while exports slowed
down a bit, we definitely
saw a significant increase
in domestic market, in-
cluding the business for
tech services.

“I think it was the
fastest growth we have
seen in domestic market,”
Nasscom President
Debjani Ghosh said at a
virtual press briefing.

The growth in the do-
mestic revenue was prima-
rily driven by government

and enterprise spending.
She said some of the

tailwinds that stood out
last year for the industry
include India continuing
to be the preferred hub for
GCC (Global Capability
Centre) and this is getting
even stronger.

“As we see companies,
as we see the GCC scope of
work moving... and work
to more of R&D and more
of innovation, this is
where the India attraction
goes up significantly, pri-
marily driven by talent
and political stability and
ease of doing business,”
Ghosh added.

The Engineering
Research & Development
(ER&D) sector alone con-
tributed 48 per cent to the
total export revenue addi-
tion in FY24, Nasscom
said.

Tech industry revenue to touch
USD 254 bn this fiscal: Nasscom

New Delhi, Feb 17 (PTI):

The government has in-
creased the authorised
capital of state-run Food
Corporation of India (FCI)
from Rs 10,000 crore to Rs
21,000 crore to enhance the
operational capabilities
and fulfill its mandate ef-
fectively, the Food
Ministry said on Saturday.

FCI is the central gov-
ernment’s nodal agency
that undertakes procure-
ment of foodgrains at a
minimum support price
(MSP) to protect the inter-
est of farmers. It also
maintains strategic stocks
and distributes the grains
under different welfare
schemes. “The increase in
authorized capital is a sig-
nificant step towards en-
hancing the operational ca-
pabilities of FCI in fulfilling
its mandate effectively,” the
ministry said in a state-
ment. FCI resorts to cash
credit, short-term loan,
ways and means etc. to
match the gap in the fund re-
quirement. The increase in
the authorised capital will
reduce the interest burden,
decrease the economic cost

and ultimately affecting the
government subsidy posi-
tively, it said. With this infu-
sion of capital, the FCI
should also embark upon
modernizing its storage fa-
cilities, improving trans-
portation networks, and
adopting advanced technolo-
gies. These measures are es-
sential not only for reducing
post-harvest losses but also
for ensuring efficient distri-
bution of food grains to con-
sumers, it added.

The Centre provides equi-
ty to the FCI for working
capital requirement and for
creation of capital assets.
The FCI is undertaking a
comprehensive initiative to
create an integrated IT sys-
tem, leveraging existing in-
ternal and external sys-
tems.

Through the e-office im-
plementation FCI is making
efforts towards a paperless
office culture.

These initiatives of inte-
grated IT solutions serving
as the core operational soft-
ware for FCI, should pro-
vide a single source of infor-
mation and streamline
functions with a common
digital backbone.

Govt raises authorised capital of FCI
from Rs 10,000 cr to Rs 21,000 cr

Mumbai, Jan 17: 

Bandhan Bank an-
nounced its financial re-
sults for the third quarter
of the financial year 2023-
24. The bank’s total busi-
ness grew by 17%, to
stand at Rs.2.33 lakh
crore. The Bank's share of
retail to total deposits
now stands at 71%. The
encouraging growth wit-
nessed in the quarter has
been driven by its expan-
sion in distribution and
the favourable operating
environment. During the
quarter, the Bank opened
26 branches across the
country. The Bank now
serves more than 3.26
crore customers through
more than 6,250 banking
outlets in India. The total
number of employees
working at Bandhan
Bank is now more than
75,000.

During the third quar-
ter of FY24, the Bank’s de-
posit book grew by 15%
over the corresponding
quarter of the previous
year. The total deposit
book now stands at

Rs.1.17 lakh crore while
total advances are at
Rs.1.16 lakh crore. The
current account and sav-
ings account (CASA) ratio
is a healthy 36.1% of the
overall deposit book.
Capital Adequacy Ratio
(CAR), an indicator of the
stability of the Bank, is at
19.8%, much higher than
the regulatory require-
ment.

Speaking on the results,
Chandra Shekhar Ghosh,
MD & CEO, said, “The
third quarter has always
been a growth phase for
the Bank over the years. In
the beginning of the quar-
ter, the Bank underwent a
Core Banking System
(CBS) migration. With the
new system, we are confi-
dent of a further boost in
the growth of business.
The Bank is committed to
serving all its customers
through products and
services suited to their
needs. We will also contin-
ue to actively evaluate dis-
tribution expansion op-
portunities to reach out to
a larger population across
the nation.”

Bandhan Bank’s total
business grows by 17%

Mumbai, Jan 17: 

ICICI Prudential Life
Insurance launched ICICI
Pru Gold Pension Savings,
a tax efficient pension
product that enables cus-
tomers to make systematic
contributions and build
the desired retirement cor-
pus to lead financially in-
dependent retired lives.

This unique product is
also India’s first product
which offers customers
safety of the capital invest-
ed, complimentary health
check-ups and make par-
tial withdrawals.

Customers can withdraw
up to 25% of the contribu-
tions made after a period
of three years enabling
them to meet liquidity
needs. Besides, the annual
bonus, as and when de-
clared, has the potential to
further bolster the corpus
and consequently the an-
nuity.

ICICI Pru Gold Pension
Savings product empow-
ers customers, upon matu-
rity to withdraw up to 60%
of the accumulated sav-
ings and receive guaran-
teed regular life-long pen-
sion from the balance

amount, enabling finan-
cial freedom during the
golden years.

Amit Palta, Chief
Distribution Officer, ICICI
Prudential Life Insurance,
said, “Retirement plan-
ning has assumed great
importance with the rap-
idly changing family
structures in the country.
ICICI Pru Gold Pension
Savings, a tax efficient
product has been designed
to enable customers to
make regular contribu-
tions to build the required
retirement fund to be fi-
nancially independent.

ICICI launches retirement
savings product

Gurugram, Feb 17: 

Samsung, India’s
largest consumer elec-
tronics brand, today
launched its first ever en-
terprise focused smart-
phone - Galaxy XCover7,
a powerful device which
is  rugged, and offers ex-
ceptional usability.
Galaxy XCover7, engi-
neered to survive ex-
treme conditions aims to
ease the lives of profes-
sionals, providing faster
connectivity, seamless
continuity, and minimiz-
ing risk of interruptions
caused by external fac-
tors, allowing them to
work faster and smarter.

The Galaxy XCover7
will deliver enhanced

mobility with 5G connec-
tivity, upgraded mobile
processor performance
and increased memory.
Additionally, the Galaxy
XCover7 comes with a
new powerful rear cam-
era optimised for single
and multiple barcode/QR
code scanning and ex-
panded display size and
resolution, providing
users the ability to work
in a variety of settings.
The easy POGO charging
pin for convenient
recharging in any set-
ting, and increased touch
sensitivity to support
usage even with the
gloves on makes Galaxy
XCover7 a reliable and
convenience-oriented
product.

Samsung launches
Galaxy XCover7

CGCL announces stock
split and 1:1 bonus

MMuummbbaaii,,  FFeebb  1177:: Board of
directors of Capri Global
Capital Ltd (CGCL), a diversi-
fied Non-Banking Financial
Company (NBFC) with a pres-
ence across diverse segments
like MSME, Affordable
Housing, Construction
Finance segments among
others has approved stock
split and 1:1 bonus issue. The
company board also approved
issuance of Non-Convertible
Debentures through Public
issue/private placement for
an amount up to Rs. 500 crore
in tranches. 

The Board of directors at
its meeting held on January
27 has approved sub-division
of one equity share of the
face value of Rs. 2 each fully
paid-up into two equity
shares of the face value of Re.
1 each fully paid-up. 
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KKhhaaiirraaggaarrhh,,  FFeebb  1177::  In a move to
enhance urban development and
streamline revenue collection
processes, Collector Chandrakant
Verma chaired a review meeting
with Chief Municipality and Nagar
Panchayat officers. The meeting
served as a platform to assess the
progress of ongoing construction
projects and the effective imple-
mentation of government initia-
tives within the urban landscape.

A key focus of the discussion
was the acceleration of revenue
collection efforts, particularly
pertaining to property taxes, shop
rents, and water taxes. Collector
Verma underscored the impor-
tance of identifying and address-
ing significant defaulters within
the civic area, stressing the is-
suance of notices to prompt com-
pliance. Furthermore, discussions

centered on the implementation
of the Mahtari Vandan Yojana,
aimed at providing support to eli-
gible women. Collector Verma
emphasized the need to ensure
that all eligible beneficiaries re-
ceive the full benefits of the
scheme, both through offline and
online application channels.
Addressing infrastructure con-
cerns, Collector Verma urged ex-
pedited completion of pending
construction projects and the
prompt initiation of approved
works. Special attention was also

directed towards maintaining
cleanliness standards across the
city, emphasizing the integral role
of sanitation in urban develop-
ment. Present at the meeting
were Municipality CMO Pramod
Shukla, Nagar Panchayat
Chhuikhadan CMO Kamal
Narayana Janghel, Nagar
Panchayat Gandai CMO Girish
Kumar Sahu, and other key stake-
holders, reflecting a collaborative
effort towards advancing
Khairagarh's urban landscape and
ensuring efficient governance.

Collector directs CMO to speed up
revenue collection of municipality
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Simga, February 17: A
grand mass marriage pro-
gram was organized at the
Cultural Building in Simga
Nagar, Development Block
Simga, under the esteemed
"Mukhyamantri Kanya
Vivah Yojana." The event
witnessed the union of 45
couples hailing from vari-
ous parts of Chhattisgarh
state, marking a significant
milestone in their lives.

Amidst the festivities, the
program showcased inclu-
sivity as a disabled couple
participated in the ceremo-
ny, alongside an inter-caste
marriage, symbolizing the
rich diversity and cultural
tapestry of India.

Commencing with the
registration of couples and
the distribution of essential

make-up materials, the
event unfolded with utmost
joy and enthusiasm.
Prioritizing the well-being
of the bride and groom, a
sumptuous feast was
arranged, followed by a vi-
brant procession of the 45
grooms.

Accompanied by lively
music from a DJ system,
the atmosphere resonated
with jubilation as guests
and participants danced in
celebration. Under the guid-
ance of pandits, the mar-
riage rituals, including the
sacred havan and pheras,
were solemnized for all 45
Hindu couples, signifying
their commitment and
bond.

The Women and Child
Development Department
extended their support by
distributing checks

amounting to Rs 21,000,
along with gift items and
certificates, to each couple.
Additionally, families show-
ered blessings and goodwill
upon the newlyweds by pre-
senting sarees, envelopes,
and other symbolic gifts,
known as 'Tikavan.'

Notably, the mass mar-
riage program, organized
under the "Mukhyamantri
Kanya Vivah Yojana," now

provides assistance
amounting to Rs 50,000 per
couple. Thus, ensuring that
each couple received gift
material worth Rs 21,000, a
check of Rs 21,000, and the
remaining amount for event
expenses or transportation.

Shrestha Shambharkar,
Project Officer of Simga,
highlighted that eligible
newly married women
would also benefit from the

recently initiated
"Mukhyamantri Mahtari
Vandan Yojana," with regis-
trations facilitated on-site
through application forms.

The event was graced by
the presence of esteemed
guests including District
Panchayat member Renuka
Abhinav Yadu, KK
Devangan, Ramesh
Ghritalhare, Tiwari, Sunil
Maheshwari, Abhinav
Yadu, journalists, and other
public representatives.

The successful execution
of the event was attributed
to the collective efforts of
the Women and Child
Development Department,
supervisors, Anganwadi
workers, family members of
the couples, and other dedi-
cated individuals, fostering
a sense of community and
togetherness.
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Sarguja, February 17: In
a decisive move to address
complaints of coal theft
from the Amera Coal
Mine, Surguja Police
sprang into action, re-
sponding promptly to re-
ports of unauthorized
entry and theft of re-
sources.

The management of the
Amera Coal Mine had
lodged a formal complaint
with the authorities, ex-
pressing concerns over the
suspicious activities of nu-
merous villagers unlaw-
fully entering the mine
premises and engaging in
criminal activities.

Responding to the grave
allegations, Surguja Police
initiated a targeted opera-
tion in the early hours of
the morning, from 3:00 AM
to 6:00 AM, deploying a for-
midable team of 200 per-
sonnel led by the
Additional Superinten-

dent of Police. This dedi-
cated task force comprised
2 Deputy Superintendents
of Police, 2 Sub Inspectors,
4 Assistant Sub Inspectors,
and constables, all
equipped to address the
issue effectively.

During the operation,
the police team appre-
hended a total of 20 indi-
viduals from the mine site
on suspicion of involve-
ment in criminal activities
related to coal theft. The
suspects were promptly
brought to the police sta-

tion for further interroga-
tion and legal proceedings.

Following thorough
questioning and explana-
tions, preventive measures
were taken under section
151 of the Indian Penal
Code to ensure public safe-
ty and prevent potential
criminal acts.

The case has been pre-
sented before the
Honorable Executive
Magistrate, with bound
over proceedings initiated
against the accused indi-
viduals involved in the il-

licit activities. Surguja
Police emphasized their
commitment to maintain-
ing law and order and reit-
erated their appeal to vil-
lagers residing near the
Amera mine to refrain
from unauthorized entry
into the premises.

Strict enforcement ac-
tions will be taken against
any violations, as Surguja
Police remain vigilant in
safeguarding the interests
of the community and pre-
serving the integrity of
mining operations.
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Simga, Feb 17: The
revered grounds of Kabir
Dharma Nagar Damakheda
came alive with spiritual
fervour as the renowned
Saint Samagam Magh Mela
commenced with a vibrant
Gulal Utsav on the auspi-
cious occasion of Basant
Panchami. Echoing with
the soulful chants of "Saheb
Bandagi Saheb," thousands
of Kabir devotees im-
mersed themselves in the
divine atmosphere of devo-
tion and celebration.

Leading the ceremonial
proceedings, Navodit
Vanshacharya Panth Shri
Udit Muni Nam Saheb and
Guru Gosai Dr. Bhanu
Pratap Nam Saheb graced
the Gulal Utsav with their
presence, offering prayers
at the Samadhi temple.
Amidst a sea of devotees,
the revered saints blessed

the gathering, marking the
beginning of the much-an-
ticipated Magh Mela.

The Magh Mela holds a
special significance for fol-
lowers of the Kabir Panth,
attracting devotees from
across India and beyond to
seek the blessings and spir-
itual guidance of Shri
Huzoor Prakashmuni
Naam Saheb, Navodit
Vanshacharya Udit Muni
Naam Saheb, and Guru

Gosai Dr. Bhanupratap
Naam Saheb.

Preparations for the
Saint Samagam fair are
underway, with a massive
pandal erected to accom-
modate the influx of devo-
tees. The festive spirit is
palpable, with elaborate
welcome gates adorning
the pathways, welcoming
visitors to the sacred
grounds.

As Kabir Dharam Nagar

Damakheda adorns itself
in resplendent hues, the
air is filled with anticipa-
tion and reverence.
Among the gathered
throngs are esteemed per-
sonalities including organ-
ization president Prakash
Patel, Gyanidas Chhagan
Verma, Pancham Sahu,
and Mahant Padam Das,
who join in the collective
celebration of faith and de-
votion.

Successful conclusion of 34th National Traffic Road Safety Month in Surajpur
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Surajpur, Feb 17: The cul-
mination of the 34th
National Traffic Road
Safety Month was marked
by a vibrant ceremony
held at the Auditorium
Building, where individu-
als dedicated to promoting
road safety were honoured
for their contributions.

Led by Collector Rohit
Vyas, Senior
Superintendent of Police
M.R. Ahire, DFO Pankaj
Kamal, BJP District
President Babulal
Agarwal, and CHMO Dr.
R.S. Singh, the event cele-
brated the month-long
campaign aimed at raising
awareness about traffic
rules and ensuring safer
roads across the country.

Throughout the month,
police officers diligently

spread awareness through
pamphlets and loudspeak-
ers, urging citizens to ad-
here to traffic regulations
and prioritize safety. In a
commendable display of
commitment, drivers who
adhered to traffic rules and
wore helmets were recog-
nized with floral tributes,
while an eye-testing camp

was set up to prioritize
driver wellness.

Addressing the audi-
ence, Collector Rohit Vyas
shared insights from the
team's visit to Black Spot,
highlighting the need for
protective measures to en-
hance road safety.
Reflecting on recent tragic
incidents attributed to hel-

met negligence, he earnest-
ly appealed to all citizens to
prioritize adherence to
traffic regulations for their
personal safety.

With heartfelt empathy,
Collector Vyas under-
scored the profound impact
of accidents on families,
emphasizing the impera-
tive of caution on the

roads. Taking personal ac-
countability, he disclosed
his directive to district ad-
ministration officials to en-
sure strict compliance with
seat belt regulations for
drivers, underscoring the
collective commitment to
fostering a culture of safe-
ty within the community.

Senior Superintendent

of Police Surajpur M.R.
Ahire provided a compre-
hensive overview of the 4-
E education of traffic rules
during the closing ceremo-
ny. He emphasized the im-
portance of disseminating
information about traffic
regulations, enforcement,
emergency services, and
engineering to prevent

road accidents.
Highlighting the shift from
celebrating road safety for
a week to a month, he un-
derscored the critical need
to address the alarming
rate of road accidents.

Ahire stressed the im-
portance of continuous ed-
ucation on traffic rules in
schools, colleges, and

other public spaces to in-
still a culture of safety.
Encouraging bystanders
to assist injured individu-
als in road accidents, he
assured that no one would
face repercussions for pro-
viding aid, emphasizing
the collective responsibili-
ty in reducing accidents.

Following Ahire's re-
marks, DFO Pankaj Kamal
reiterated the profound
impact of road accidents
on families. Stressing the
importance of adhering to
traffic rules for personal
safety, he urged citizens to
spread awareness about
traffic regulations within
their communities. Kamal
emphasized the ripple ef-
fect of road accidents, un-
derscoring the need for
vigilance and adherence to
traffic rules to ensure the
safety of all road users.

Commuters grapple with persistent traffic woes on NH
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Rajim, Feb 17: Despite
years of appeals and mount-
ing frustration from resi-
dents, the chronic traffic
congestion plaguing
National Highway 130 C in
Rajim shows no signs of
abating. The lack of a by-
pass road continues to exac-
erbate the situation, leaving
commuters stranded in
gridlock on a daily basis.

The ever-growing popula-
tion and influx of vehicles
have overwhelmed the exist-
ing road infrastructure, cre-
ating a nightmare for those
navigating the city's thor-
oughfares. Despite numer-
ous pleas to local authori-

ties, promises of a by-
pass road have yet to
materialize, leaving
residents to contend
with worsening traffic
conditions.

Thursday's incident
on the Gariaband route
served as a stark re-
minder of the city's
transportation strug-
gles, as a stranded
truck caused a major traffic
jam, disrupting travel along
the vital corridor connect-
ing Raipur to Gariaband,
Devbhog, and Orissa. With
the upcoming Kumbh Mela
expected to draw a surge in
tourists, concerns over traf-
fic management have
reached a fever pitch.

Over the last five years,
discussions about the con-
struction of the bypass road
have been ongoing, yet no
concrete action has been

taken by either politicians
or the concerned govern-
ment departments.
Consequently, the absence
of adequate infrastructure
has led to a rise in daily ac-
cidents on National
Highway 130 C, exacerbated
by the constant flow of sand
hiwa vehicles.

Since the formation of
Chhattisgarh state, Rajim
has served as the assembly
headquarters, yet its devel-
opment has been stymied by

political apathy. Over the
past two decades, only one
five-year term MLA from
the opposition has repre-
sented the constituency,
while ruling party MLAs
have dominated the seat.
Despite its significance, suc-
cessive administrations
have failed to prioritize
Rajim's growth and
progress.

In the Ajit Jogi govern-
ment, after the formation of
the state, Rajim's assembly

gained the post of impor-
tant cabinet minister, over-
seeing crucial departments
like Panchayat and Rural
Development. However, de-
spite these political appoint-
ments, the city has not wit-
nessed the development it
deserves, leaving residents
disheartened.

The lack of infrastruc-
ture development, including
the absence of a much-need-
ed bypass road, further ex-
acerbates the city's woes. As
a result, residents are left to
grapple with daily chal-
lenges, such as blocked
roads hindering essential
services like medical emer-
gencies. The collective frus-
tration among residents un-
derscores the urgent need
for government interven-
tion to address Rajim's long-
standing development defi-
ciencies.

Aastha special train ready to
serve devotees’ spiritual journey
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Bilaspur, Feb 17:
Fervent devotees are
gearing up for an enrich-
ing pilgrimage journey
as the Aastha Special
Train sets forth on its sa-
cred voyage from
Bilaspur to Ayodhya.

Scheduled for depar-
ture on February 18th,
this special train, metic-
ulously arranged for the
convenience of pilgrims
seeking the divine bless-
ings of Ramlalla in
Ayodhya, promises a
journey filled with spiri-
tual solace and commu-

nal harmony.
In this train, 1241 visi-

tors will board from
Bilaspur station and 103
from Pendra Road sta-
tion. In a gesture of ex-
traordinary care and
concern, railway author-
ities have made special
provisions for the safety
and comfort of trav-
ellers.

Notably, devotees re-
served for this pilgrim-
age train are urged to
carry their Aadhar cards
as a mandatory require-
ment for ticket issuance.
This measure ensures a
streamlined boarding
process and enhances se-
curity protocols for all
passengers.

The pilgrimage jour-
ney marks a significant

endeavour in fostering
unity and spiritual devo-
tion among devotees.
With meticulous
arrangements in place
and a spirit of shared
reverence, the Aastha
Special Train is poised to
facilitate a memorable
and spiritually enriching
experience for all pil-
grims embarking on this
sacred voyage.

Devotees reserved for
travelling in this train
are requested to bring
their Aadhar card.
Under special arrange-
ment, on February 18,
train number 12855,
Bilaspur-Netaji Subhash
Chandra Bose Itwari
Intercity Express will
leave from platform No.
05 at 3pm.
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Train will leave from
Bilaspur for Ayodhya
Dham today 3pm

20 suspects 
apprehended

Government inaction
continues to plague
residents

Commitment to Road Safety reinforced by district officials and law enforcement

Saint Samagam Magh Mela ushers
in joyous start with Gulal Utsav

Thousands of devotees gather for spiritual revelry at Kabir Dharam Nagar

Surguja police crack down on coal theft

Mass marriage ceremony held in Simga
A joyous union of 45 couples under ‘Mukhyamantri Kanya Vivah Yojana’
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Rajkot, Feb 17 (PTI):
Yashasvi Jaiswal’s dream
season just got better as
he singlehandedly seized
the initiative from
England with a sizzling
century, putting India in
complete control at the
end of third day’s play in
the third Test.

Jaiswal’s (104 retired
hurt off 133 balls) second
ton of the series was
beautifully complemented
by Shubman Gill (65 bat-
ting, 120 balls), who
curbed his natural aggres-
sion as India ended the
day at 196 for 2 in 51 avail-
able overs.

The left-handed opener,
who will be torch-bearer of
Indian batting for the next
decade, scored his third
Test hundred in only sev-
enth Test appearance be-
fore the blazing blade was
brought to a halt by back
spasms that forced him to

retire.
The Jaiswal-Gill pair

added 155 runs in quick
time with the former giv-
ing the English team a test
of its own medicine with
nine fours and five sixes,
the best being the imperi-
ous pull off Jimmy
Anderson.

The overall lead swelled
to 322 by stumps, after
Indian bowlers made a
splendid comeback, get-
ting last five England
wickets for only 29 runs
with visitors being bowled
out for 319.

Mohammed Siraj (4/84
in 21.1 overs) was brilliant
with his yorkers to tail-en-
ders while Kuldeep Yadav
(2/77 in 18 overs) compen-
sated brilliantly for
Ravichandran Ashwin’s
unfortunate withdrawal
with two quick wickets in
the morning session.

However it was Joe

Root’s indiscreet reverse
ramp off Jasprit Bumrah
which Jaiswal pouched
with less than a second’s
reaction time that turned
the tables.

“That shot was not on
and it became a turning
point,” Siraj said at post-
match press conference.

Rohit Sharma’s captain-
cy was spot-on and the
manner in which he
tweaked Jasprit Bumrah’s
field position at long-on to
get Ben Stokes dismissed
off Ravindra Jadeja (2/51)
spoke volumes about his
acumen.

On Sunday, India would
be looking to take a lead of
at least 425 if not 450 and
have at least 125 overs to
bowl out England. With
no Ashwin available,
India would need a cush-
ion of more overs on a
deck that is still good for
batting.

Yashasvi rocks England with
ton as India in cruise control

India’s Yashaswi Jaiswal celebrates after scoring as century.

Mumbai, Feb 17 (PTI):
All-rounder Shardul
Thakur’s match haul of 10
wickets was complement-
ed by Shivam Dube’s
counter-attacking century
as Mumbai finished their
group B Ranji Trophy
league engagements with
a resounding innings and
80 run win against Assam
inside two days.

The 41-times champions
Mumbai have been at their
ruthless best this season,
capping five wins, four of
them with bonus points to
top the Group B standings
with massive 37 points.
They had already quali-
fied before the last match
and the final game was
more of a warm-up before
the semi-finals.

Thakur claimed 8-1-31-4
to add to his 6/21 in the
first innings as Assam
were folded for 108 in 33
overs with Mumbai wrap-

ping the issue inside two
days.

Mumbai encountered a
solitary loss — against

Uttar Pradesh — from
seven matches this season,
while against
Chhattisgarh they bagged

three points with a first in-
nings lead.

Mumbai’s nearest rival
Andhra have 25 points
with their last league
round fixture against
Kerala in progress.

Dube, who had complet-
ed his second century in
four innings on day one,
ended his innings for 121
off 140 balls that included
11 fours and five sixes.

Dube now has two fifties
and two centuries in six
innings since his return to
his state side from nation-
al duty.

Shams Mulani also
chipped in with a quick-
fire 47-ball 31 that took
Mumbai’s first innings to
272, giving them a 188-run
first innings lead.

Assam in their second
essay were rocked early by
new ball bowler Mohit
Avasthi (2/10) who re-
moved both their openers
on single digit scores.

Tushar Deshpande
(2/37) and Tanush Kotian
(1/5) then kept chipping
away wickets before
Thakur wrapped the tail
in his four-wicket burst.

Mumbai thrash Assam by innings and 80 runs to warm up for quarter-finals

India A regular
Abhimanyu Easwaran
struck 200 not out to put
Bengal’s in driver’s seat in
their match against Bihar
at Eden Gardens. Easwaran
hit 23 boundaries in his un-
beaten knock of 200 (291
balls) as Bengal declared on
411/5 with a big first in-
nings lead of 316. Bihar
were 32/1, trailing Bengal
by 284 at close on day two.

But this peformance is
little too late for Bengal
who are already out of the
quarters reckoning having
endured two losses. For
Easwaran, who has been
found wanting in big
matches, this was his third
first-class double hundred,
first since his career-best
233 for India A against Sri
Lanka A in May 2019.

Easwaran also got two re-

prieves en route to his dou-
ble century, first he was
dropped on 152 and then sur-
vived a catch off a no ball on
185. Bengal skipper Manoj
Tiwary scored 30 in what
was seemed to be his final
innings of his two-decade
long career. The veteran of

147 first-class and 169 List A
matches was trapped lbw by
Bihar spinner Ashutosh
Aman. The 38-year-old, who
is also a junior minister of
sports in Bengal cabinet,
had announced earlier that
he would call it quits after
this match.

Andhra eyeing QF despite Kerala fightback
At Vizianagaram, visitors Kerala put up a strong fight-
back to post 258/3 in reply to Andhra’s 272 allout. But
despite being in the backfoot, Andhra are set to finish
second to join Mumbai in the last-eight. Skipper Sachin
Baby was unbeaten on 87, in company of Akshay
Chandran (57) at stumps on day two. Earlier opener
Rohan Kunnummal scored 61, while Krishna Prasad
got out for 43.

Rajkot, Feb 17 (PTI):
Pacer Mohammed Siraj is
surprised that a well-set
Joe Root preferred to play
a reverse ramp shot off
Jasprit Bumrah and ended
up losing his wicket to
hand India advantage in
the third Test here
Saturday.

Root was batting at 18,
having spent almost an
hour at the crease. Trying
to improvise, Root at-
tempted a reverse ramp
over the slip only to find
Yashaswi Jaiswal at sec-
ond slip.

His partnership with
centurion Ben Duckett
(153) was steady but after
his dismissal England
could not add even 100
runs to the total. The visi-
tors conceded a huge 126-
run lead.

“Ben Duckett’s partner-
ship was growing with
Root, if he had played a lit-
tle more, then it would
have been difficult for us.

But suddenly he played
that shot which didn’t look
(like one) to be played,”
Siraj said during media in-
teraction after the day’s
play.

“But it turned out good
for us and after that (Ben)
Foakes and Ben Stokes
had a good partnership,
and then Stokes played a
shot (which got him out)
and we got into the game
from there,” he added.

Siraj praised young
India opener Jaiswal for
his rapid 104-run knock.

“The way he is batting,
his confidence is very
high. He is not looking be-
hind and is totally fo-
cussed on what lies ahead
and he is carrying on with
that confidence. The mes-
sage from the team is that
he should continue the
way he has been doing.

“We only think of tak-
ing the game as forward as
possible so that we
(bowlers) should also re-
cover because we are bowl-
ing long spells and field-
ing. The more we are able
to recover the fresher we
will be for the second in-
nings,” Siraj said.

Root’s shot selection
surprises Siraj

Badminton Asia
Team C’ships 

Shah Alam (Malaysia),
Feb 17 (PTI): India kept
alive hopes of winning a
first-ever gold in
Badminton Asia Team
Championships after the
women shuttlers pro-
gressed to their maiden
final with a 3-2 win over
two-time former champi-
ons Japan in a thrilling
semifinal here on
Saturday.

The world No. 23 pair of
Treesa Jolly and Gayatri
Gopichand, world No. 53
Ashmita Chaliha and 17-
year-old Anmol Kharb reg-
istered stunning wins in
the first doubles and sec-
ond and deciding singles
to take India through to
the summit clash. India
will face Thailand in the
final on Sunday.

India had won two
bronze medals in men’s

team event in the 2016 and
2020 editions.

Though Japan were
without their world No. 4
Akane Yamaguchi, the
world No. 7 pair of Yuki
Fukushima and Sayaka
Hirota and world No. 8
combination of Mayu
Matsumoto and Wakana
Nagahara, they were still a
formidable side, making it
tough for India.

Returning from a long
injury layoff, Sindhu had
enjoyed wins against
China’s Han Yue and Hong
Kong’s Lo Sin Yan Happy
but she couldn’t produce
her best against the left-
handed Aya Ohori, going
down 13-21, 20-22 in the
first singles to peg India
back.

Treesa and Gayatri,
playing the first doubles,

dished out a superlative
performance to outwit
world No. 6 Nami
Matsuyama and Chiharu
Shida 21-17, 16-21, 22-20 in a
73-minute contest as India
drew level at 1-1.

Up against former world
champion Nozomi Okuhara,
who is currently ranked 20,
the left-handed Ashmita pro-
duced an aggressive game,
using her overhead cross
drops and jump smashes to
good use, to record a shock-
ing 21-17, 21-14 win to hand
India a 2-1 lead.

With Tanisha Crasto
suffering a niggle, Sindhu
then paired up with
Ashwini Ponnappa but
they couldn’t get across
the world No. 11 pair of
Rena Miyaura and Ayako
Sakuramoto, losing 14-21,
11-21 in 43 minutes.

With the five-match rub-
ber evenly poised at 2-2,
Anmol was handed the re-
sponsibility of taming

world No. 29 Natsuki
Nidaira, and the Indian
once again lived up to the
expectation, claiming a 21-
14, 21-18 win in 52 minutes.

“Our girls are doing
magic, they were excellent
today,” former India coach
Vimal Kumar, who is with
the Indian team in
Malaysia, told PTI.

“I will give a lot of credit
to Gayatri and Treesa and
also Ashmita for pulling
out of the matches. It was
an outstanding perform-
ance from Ashmita, she
outclassed Okuhara, she
raised her game to anoth-
er level.

“Young girl Anmol also
showed that we can de-
pend on her going for-
ward. When you do well in
team championships, it
shows they can handle
pressure and I am really
impressed with her. This
is special moment for
Indian badminton.”

New Delhi, Feb 17 (PTI):
Ace Indian shooter Manu
Bhaker on Friday bagged a
bronze medal in the
women’s 10m air pistol
event in the ISSF World Cup
10m in Grenada, Spain.

Bhaker shot a total of
215.1 to finish third in the
women’s 10m air pistol
final. Bres Klaudia (236.2)
of Poland and Ibarra
Miranda Andrea Victoria
(236.2) of Mexico won the

gold and silver respectively.
Another Indian Rhythm

Sangwan finished last in
the eight-woman final.

A 34-member Indian
contingent is taking part
in the World Cup which is
having junior and senior
10m air gun competitions
only. The senior competi-
tions began on Friday.

India has so far won 4
gold, 3 silver and 3 bronze
in the competition.

Asian Indoor
Athletics
Championships

Tehran, Feb 17 (PTI):
Rising Indian sprinter Jyothi
Yarraji marginally bettered
her own national record by
clocking 8.12s in the women’s
60m hurdles to win gold
medal at the Asian Indoor
Athletics Championships,
here Saturday.

The 2022 Asian Games
silver medallist in the
100m hurdles had the pre-
vious best timing of 8:13s
at the same event last year
which had earned her a
runner-up finish.

The 24-year-old athlete
topped her heat with a tim-
ing of 8:22s and in the final
she did better to finish
ahead of Japan’s Asuka

Tereda (8.21s).
Lui Lai Yiu of Hong

Kong (8:26s) took the third
place on the podium.

Jyothi is the reigning
Asian Outdoor champion
in the 100m hurdles, hav-

ing won the title in
Bangkok last year.

She had returned with a
silver in the 100m hurdles
from Hangzhou Asian
Games after initially being
disqualified.

Jyothi Yarraji rewrites own
NR to win 60m hurdles gold 

Indian women enter maiden final after beating Japan 3-2

Busan, Feb 17 (PTI): The
Indian men’s team secured a
comfortable 3-0 victory over
Chile to open its World Table
Tennis Team Championships
campaign on a winning note
here on Saturday.

Star Indian paddler
Sharath Kamal, ranked 95,
started off the proceed-
ings in dominant fashion,
racing to a 11-5 11-8 11-6
win over world number 53
Nicholas Burgos.

India’s top-ranked pad-
dler and reigning national
champion Harmeet Desai
continued the momentum,
beating the lowly-ranked
Gustavo Gomez for a facile
11-8 11-7 11-6 win.

G Sathiyan was
stretched in the first game
by Olivares Felipe but the
Indian paddler battled it
out to seal the tie with a 12-

10 11-8 11-8 victory.
The win has taken India

(2 points) to third position
in Group 3 behind South
Korea (4 points) and Chile
(3 points), who have played
two ties each.

The Indian men’s team
will take on Poland on
Sunday followed by South
Korea on Monday and
New Zealand on Tuesday.

The Indian women’s
team will also be in action
on Sunday against
Hungry.

On Friday, Ayhika
Mukherjee and Sreeja
Akula had stunned the
world’s top two players,
Sun Yingsha and Wang
Yidi, in their respective
singles matches but the
Indian women’s team lost
to China narrowly in its
opening tie.

Indian men’s team beats Chile 3-0
in World TT Team C’ships opener

Manu Bhaker wins bronze in 10m air
pistol event in Grenada World Cup

New Delhi, Feb 17 (PTI):
Anmol Kharab is a fear-
less and intelligent player
and her emergence is re-
freshing for Indian bad-
minton, gushed chief
National coach Pullela
Gopichand after the
teenager’s impressive
show at the Asia Team
Championships.

The 17-year-old from
Faridabad humbled world
number 29 Natsuki
Nidaira in the deciding
fifth match against Japan,
a win that carried India
into first-ever final in the
prestigious tournament.

Anmol, who won the sen-
ior national champion in
December 2023, had also
notched up a thrilling three-
game win over China’s Wu
Luo Yu on Wednesday in
their group match.

This is her first major

international assignment.
“I think the result of the

two matches is a testimony
that she can beat top play-
ers. To take the pressure
on and show that kind of
nerve, it is very refreshing.
She is fearless. The kind of
strokes that she plays, it all
come naturally to her,”
Gopichand told PTI.

“She is reading the
game well, you can see her
intelligence. She played

beautifully. Of course, op-
ponents will read her
game in time and that’s
where she needs to rework
on her mistakes but she
has been phenomenal.

“She fought really well
and she is naturally brave
and intelligent.”

Indian women team had
a phenomenal run this
week, defeating China,
Hong Kong and Japan to
enter their first-ever final

and Gopichand was also
gung ho about the perform-
ance in the Continental
championship.

“To beat China and
Japan, I don’t think many
teams can say that, so really
happy. There is great energy
in the dug out and it showed
literally during the match.

“Before this tie, if you
would have told me that
(Nozomi) Okuhara would
be beaten and we will
make a comeback after
Sindhu’s loss, I would have
said little chance but it has
been a great run so far.

“The match against
China was a fantastic win.
The morale was high in gen-
eral. Good to see Gayatri
(Gopichand) and Treesa
(Jolly) pulling out the match
and the way Anmol played
it was amazing. Ashmita’s
was also a fantastic win.”

Anmol is brave and intelligent : Gopichand

Abhimanyu slams double ton

Bengal batter Abhimanyu Easwaran celebrates his dou-
ble century during Ranji Trophy match against Bihar.

Shardul Thakur of Mumbai celebrates dismissing an
Assam batsman in the Ranji Trophy match, in Mumbai,
Saturday, Feb. 17.
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Jammu, Feb 17 (PTI): 

Senior political leader
Ghulam Nabi Azad on
Saturday indicated that he
would not be contesting in
the upcoming Lok Sabha
elections as he would be
campaigning for the candi-
dates of his newly formed
Democratic Progressive
Azad Party (DPAP) candi-
dates.

Azad, who has refrained
from contesting Lok Sabha
elections after his defeat in
2014 Lok Sabha polls, asked
his party men to gear up as
2024 would be the election
year for Jammu and
Kashmir.

Talking to reporters on

the sidelines of a function
in Nagrota, Azad, who re-
signed from Congress after
decades of association, also
appealed to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to resolve
the issues of agitating
farmers "once for all" as the

protest is neither good for
the government nor the
farmers.

"Parliament election is
100 percent taking place on
its time and I can only
guess about the assembly
polls (in J&K) as I have no
contact with the Election
Commission or govern-
ment. But it (assembly elec-
tions) has to take place as
the Supreme Court has set
a deadline of September.

Asked whether he would
be contesting himself in the
upcoming Lok Sabha elec-
tions, Azad said "I have to
campaign for my party
(candidates) and if I con-
test, I will be held up at one
place."

After breaking away
from the Congress in
August 2022, Azad formed
his own party in the

Jammu region. Political an-
alysts claim that Azad, who
has a vote bank in the south
of Pir Panjal areas like
Doda, Kishtwar, Baderwah
and Poonch, will be able to
divide the votes of opposi-
tion party candidates.

Azad termed the
National Conference as an
opportunistic party, which
can align with anyone pro-
vided they come to power.

On the ongoing farmers'
agitation, he said this is for
the second time that the
protests are happening at a
grand scale.

"I appeal to the prime
minister to resolve their is-
sues once for all. It is not
good for the government
and the farmers as well as
the people who will face
trouble moving around," he
said. Earlier, addressing the

rally in Nagrota, Azad ap-
pealed to the people of
Kashmir, including pandits,
not to sell their land in the
valley.

"The situation is improv-
ing and we should not be
panicked by occasional in-
cidents (of terror attacks).
Such attacks should not
happen but this is a reality
that shootings are taking
place everywhere, includ-
ing the most secure places
like the USA. But nobody
flees their homes out of
fear," he said, requesting
people to live together and
prepare for the coming elec-
tions.

He said no assembly elec-
tion has taken place in
Jammu and Kashmir for
the past 10 years which saw
many "good and bad"
things.

Azad not to contest LS polls
Will campaign for
DPAP leaders

DPAP Chairman Ghulam
Nabi Azad during a public
rally at Nagrota, in Jammu
district, Saturday.

Ahmedabad, Feb 17:  

The Swarrnim Startup
and Innovation University
in Gandhinagar, recently
conferred ahonorary de-
gree of Doctorate in
Literature among His
Holiness Antarmana
A c h a r y a s h r e e
P r a s a n n a s a g a r j e e
Maharaj, the revered saint
of the Digambar Jain clan.
His Holiness Antarmana
A c h a r y a s h r e e
P r a s a n n a s a g a r j e e
Maharaj has successfully
maintained the barriers of
physical and moral re-
straint and self-discipline
in order to advance on the
path to liberation and is a
revered spiritual leader.

Dr. Ragin Shah, Provost,
Swarrnim Startup and
Innovation University rep-
resented the proposal of

honourary Doctor of
Literature (Honoris
Causa) on behalf of the ac-
ademic council of the uni-
versity and its board of
management before the
university’s chancellor.

Speaking on the occa-
sion  Rishabh Jain,
President of the
University said, “India is a
spiritual country which
guides the progress of our

nation. We at our
University firmly be-
lievein the path of innova-
tion through values.
Conferring the doctorate
on His Holiness
Antarmana Acharyashree
P r a s a n n a s a g a r j e e
Maharajis our way of rec-
ognizing his contribution
to society and this will also
excite our students to
learn from his life of ex-

treme discipline & focus,
which are the main re-
quirements for any ground
breaking innovation”.

His Holiness
Antarmana Acharyashree
P r a s a n n a s a g a r j e e
Maharajsaid, “Getting a
degree is not a big deal but
letting it overpower your
brain is a big deal.
Position, money and glory
are obtained through
virtue. So I haven’t re-
ceived this degree, it is my
good deeds that have been
conferred upon with this
honour. If we use the
wealth of virtue in luxury,
it will end just then. The
fruit of virtue is not a de-
gree, the fruit of virtue is
the fruit of the protector.
The way Swarrnim
University has coordinat-
ed this event is commend-
able.”

Honouary D.Litt conferred on Prasannasagarjee Maharaj
New Delhi, Feb 17 (PTI): 

From the famous 'Patty
Kulcha' at Gali No 6 to the
lip- smacking 'Nutri
Kulcha' at DAV College,
an ongoing food festival
here offers food enthusi-
asts a scrumptious treat
of street food delicacies
from foodies' paradise
Amritsar.

The festival, currently
underway at Pirates of
Grill, Vasant Kunj, prom-
ises to spice up visitors'
palate with a range of of-
ferings such as the melt-
in-mouth 'Sardar Ji's
Makhan Marke Roasted
Chicken', juicy 'Lahori
Tawa Mutton Seekh' and
the crispy 'Paneer Pakoda
Patialvi'.

"If you are a true foodie
at heart, then do not miss
out on this festival where

we are celebrating the
rich and diverse culinary
landscape of Amritsar.
Each dish that we have
prepared holds the
essence and love of
Amritsar.

"From the aromas to
the spices and recipes,
they are all coming from
the old lanes of the
Golden city to tantalize
your taste buds here in
Delhi," Inderjeet Banga,
owner of the restaurant,
said in a statement.

The culinary tour to
food capital Amritsar
also features a live grill
bar serving a host of suc-
culent kebabs that can be
enjoyed with a bowl of
the famous 'Chicken soup
Ranjit Nagar Da'.

The main course, an
eclectic mix of choicest
vegetarian and non-vege-

tarian dishes, boasts of
'Dhaba Style Kadhai
Paneer', 'Maa Di Dal',
'Punjabi Tari Murgh' and
'Hall Gate Mutton
Gheewala', accompanied
by piping hot 'Amritsari
Wadiyan Pulao' and
'Kukkad Pulao'.

Food festival celebrates Amritsari cuisine

New Delhi, Feb 17 (PTI): 

For some it is JRR
Tolkien's fantasy classic
'The Lord of the Rings'
while for others it is holy
scripture 'Bhagavad Gita'
a wall of quirky notes
bearing titles of a range of
books is grabbing eyeballs
and the occasional chuck-
le at the ongoing book fair
here.

On a temporary wall of
its stall at the 52nd New
Delhi World Book Fair
(NDWBF), a proprietor
has put up a question for
visitors 'Which book has
changed your life?'

The handwritten an-
swers, posted on bright
yellow post-it notes in-
cluded both fiction and

autobiographies of im-
portant personalities as
well as some amusing re-
sponses.

Some said their '10th
NCERT Maths' school
textbook had the maxi-
mum impact on their
lives, while some just
wrote Jai Shri Ram' on
the wall of notes. A
woman chose the spot to
make a self-motivating
note to herself and wrote:
"I am not giving up."

The idea of the wall was
conceived by a Bengaluru-
based bookseller,
'Bookchor'.

Just outside its stall at
Hall No. 1 at the revamped
Pragati Maidan complex,
curious visitors gathered
near the wall to get a

dekko of the responses to
the question 'Which book
has changed your life?'

The yellow grid created
by dozens of post-it notes
put up since the opening
of the fair on February 10,
draws in visitors as soon
as they enter through the
hall gate nearest to the
stall.

The responses included
fantasy classics such as
the 'Harry Potter' series
by J K Rowling and JRR
Tolkien's 'The Lord of the
Rings', Vikram Seth's
magnum opus 'A Suitable
Boy', Roald Dahl's 'Charlie
and the Chocolate
Factory' and 'Matilda' and
popular erotic romance
novel 'Fifty Shades of
Grey'.

‘Bookchor’ stealing attention

at World Book Fair
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