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Singer-composer Shankar
Mahadevan being welcomed on
his arrival at the Chhatrapati
Shivaji International Airport in
Mumbai, Thursday.

Conditional bail

B Amaravati: The Andhra
Pradesh High Court on
Thursday granted condi-
tional bail to J Srinivasa
Rao, who allegedly
attacked Y S Jagan
Mohan Reddy in 2018 at
Visakhapatnam airport
with a knife known as a
'kodi kathi' used in cock-
fights. On Thursday, Rao,
who spent more than five
years in jail, was released
on hail by the high court
on a personal bond of Rs
25,000 and two sureties of
a similar amount.

Explosion

B Pune: At least one person
died and seven others
sustained burn injuries
after an electric trans-
former exploded near a
village in Pune district on
Thursday, said police. Fire
brigade and police per-
sonnel rushed to the blast
spot near Solu village,
while the injured were
taken to government-run
Sassoon General Hospital
in Pune city, they said.

Heroic Act

B Mumbai: Dozens of passen-
gers pushed a train car-
riage away from the plat-
form to free a man who
had fallen into narrow gap
between the train and plat-
form in adjoining Navi
Mumbai. The act of hero-
ism was captured in a 41-
second video clip, which
showed several commuters
coming together to push
the local train coach to one
side to rescue the trapped
commuter.

Bail denied

H New Delhi: The Supreme
Court has refused hail to
an alleged Khalistani sepa-
ratist, who is purported to
be a member of banned
outfit 'Sikhs for Justice',
saying materials on record
prima facie indicated his
complicity in preparation
for a terrorist act. A bench
of Justices M M Sundresh
and Aravind Kumar refused
to interfere with the
Punjab and Haryana High
Court's order refusing bail
to Gurwinder Singh alias
Gurpreet Singh Gopi in the
UAPA case probed by the
National Investigation
Agency (NIA).
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ECONOMIC SURVEY REPORT

Chh'garh’s GSDP to grow by 6.56 %

B InFY 2023-24
Raipur, Feb 08:

The Gross State
Domestic Product (GSDP)
at constant prices is esti-
mated to grow by 6.56 per
cent in Chhattisgarh and
the per capita income is
likely to reach Rs 1,47,361 in
the financial year 2023-24,
as per the state's Economic
Survey Report presented in

N gy

the assembly on Thursday.
Chhattisgarh's finance, and
planning, economics and

Cong releases ‘black paper’
on Modi govt’s ‘failures’

B Flags unemployment,
neglect of non-BJP
states

New Delhi, Feb 08 (PTI)

The Congress on
Thursday released a
"black paper" to highlight
the "failures" of the Modi
government and alleged
that the last 10 years have
been a period of "injus-
tice".

Congress president
Malllikarjun Kharge re-
leased a 54-page "charge
sheet", titled '10 saal anyay
kaal', against the Centre
ahead of the government's
tabling in Parliament of a
'white paper' on the "mis-
management" of the econ-
omy prior to 2014 aimed at
drawing lessons.
"Whenever PM (Narendra)
Modi presents his views in

Parliament, he hides his
failures. At the same time,
when we speak about the
failures of the govern-
ment, it is not given impor-

tance. Therefore, we
thought of bringing out a
black paper and tell the
public about the failures of
the government," Kharge,
who was flanked by party
leaders Pawan Khera and
Syed Naseer Hussain, said
at a press conference at his
residence here.

statistics minister O P
Chaudhary presented the
state's Economic Survey

Report for FY 2023-24 in the
House.

He will table the state's
budget for FY 2024-25 in the
assembly on Friday.

As per the report, the
state's GSDP (at market
prices) at constant price
(base year 2011-12) as per
advance estimates is ex-
pected to grow by 6.56 per
cent and reach Rs
3,21,94,473 lakh in FY 2023
24 as against quick esti-

mates of 3,02,11,868 lakh in
FY 2022-23.

The state's agriculture
and allied sector (agricul-
ture, livestock, forestry and
fishing) and industry sec-
tor (mining and quarrying,
construction, manufactur-
ing and electricity, gas and
water supply) are expected
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to grow by 3.23 per cent and
7.13 per cent, respectively,
in the ongoing fiscal com-
pared to the previous one.

ECONOMIC CRISIS TO TURNAROUND

Overcame UPA-era challenges:

The NDA government in
last 10 years has success-
fully overcome the chal-
lenges left behind by the
UPA government, and
took "tough decisions" to
place India on the path of
sustainable high growth,
said the White Paper on
Economy on Thursday.

The 59-page 'White
Paper on the Indian
Economy' said when the
Modi government as-
sumed office in 2014, the
economy was in a "fragile
state"; public finances
were in "bad shape"; there
was economic mismanage-
ment and financial indisci-
pline, and widespread cor-
ruption. "It was a crisis sit-
uation. The responsibility

Govt's White P
f—
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Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman speaks in
the Lok Sabha.

to mend the economy step
by step and to put the gov-
ernance systems in order
was enormous," said the
paper which was tabled by
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman in
Parliament. The UPA gov-
ernment failed miserably
to facilitate economic ac-
tivities. Instead the UPA

‘BJP’s 2-point prog 1s to encourage
injustice, spread hatred and violence’

Raigarh, Feb 08 (PTI):

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Thursday hit out
at the BJP, alleging the rul-
ing party's two-point pro-
gramme is to encourage in-
justice and spread hatred
and violence.

Gandhi was addressing a
public meeting at
Rengalpali village in
Chhattsigarh's Raigarh dis-
trict after his 'Bharat Jodo
Nyay Yatra' entered the state
from Odisha.

This was his first visit to
Chhattisgarh after the
November 2023 assembly
polls wherein his party was
ousted from power in the
state. He also targeted Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi being felicitated by PCC President
Deepak Baij and other party leaders and workers during the
Bharat Jodo Nyay Yatra, at Rengarpali in Raigarh, Thursday.

claiming he was not an OBC
by birth as his caste
"ghanchi" was included in
the Other Backward Classes
list in 2000 in Gujarat by the
then BJP government there.

One year ago, the Bharat

LIGHTENING FAST DECISION

Chance meeting with railway
minister in flight helps entrepreneur
pitch business proposal

Kolkata, Feb 8 (PTI)

Entrepreneur Akshay
Satnaliwala could hardly
imagine that a business
proposal to Railway
Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw on a paper nap-
kin during a flight would
spring the railway admin-
istration in action in no
time.

Eastern Railway GM
Milind K Deouskar and
other senior officers met
Satnaliwala at the ER
headquarters here and dis-
cussed the freight
prospects suggested by his
firm, an official said here
on Thursday.
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Jodo Yatra covered about
4,000 kms from
Kanyakumari to Kashmir
(in 2022-23) against the BJP's
act to "spread hatred and
create an atmosphere of vio-
lence", Gandhi said.

‘First do justice with

his party leaders’

Raipur: Chief Minister Vishnu
Deo Sai on Thursday took a
dig at Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi's 'Bharat Jodo Nyay
Yatra' and said he should first
do justice with his own party
leaders. Talking to reporters
at the Swami Vivekanand
Airport in Raipur after return-
ing from Delhi, the CM also
said those accused in the
alleged Chhattisgarh State
Public Service Commission
(CGPSC) scam will not be
spared. To a query on
Gandhi's yatra, CM Sai said,
"You all have seen the impact
of Bharat Jodo Yatra and now
he has taken out Nyay yatra.

aper

government created hur-
dles that held back econo-
my, the paper said, adding
that in 2014 NDA govern-
ment inherited a "deeply
damaged" economy.
Armed with political
and policy stability, the
Paper said that the Modi
government recognised
the need to make tough de-
cisions for the greater eco-
nomic good. "Our govern-
ment, unlike its predeces-
sor, invested in the founda-
tions of the economy
along with building a stur-
dy superstructure.
"Looking back at the last
ten years, we can say with
humility and satisfaction
that we have successfully
overcome the challenges
left behind by the previous
government," it added.

Naxalite carrying Rs 8 lakh
bounty killed in encounter

Dantewada, Feb 08:

A Naxalite, who was ac-
tive in the outlawed Maoist
outfit for nearly three
decades and carried a re-
ward of Rs 8 lakh, was
killed in an encounter with
security personnel in
Dantewada district, a sen-
ior police official said on
Thursday.

The face-off took place
on Wednesday on a forest-
ed hill between Gondpalli,
Parlagatta and Badepalli
villages on the Dantewada-
Sukma districts border,
when a joint team of secu-
rity forces was out on an
anti-Naxal operation.

Dantewada
Superintendent of Police
Gaurav Rai said in a press
conference that the opera-
tion was launched based
on inputs about the pres-
ence of Naxalites along the
inter-district border.

After the exchange of
fire stopped, the body of a
Naxalite, identified as

Chandranna, alias Satyam,
along with a country-made
pistol, its four live rounds
and other Maoist-related
materials were recovered
from the spot, he said.

Chandranna, aged
around 50 years and a resi-
dent of the Golapalli area
in Sukma district, was ac-
tive in the banned outfit for
over 30 years and had been
involved in several in-
stances of Naxal violence,
he said. He was active as a
divisional committee mem-
ber in the Mad division of
the Maoist organisation be-
fore 2013, and more recent-
ly, in the Jagargunda area
of south Bastar division,
Rai said, adding that he
was carrying a reward of
Rs 8 lakh. Personnel be-
longing to the District
Reserve Guard and Bastar
Fighters both units of state
police and the 231st battal-
ion of the Central Reserve
Police Force (CRPF) were
involved in the operation,
the official said.

‘India’s mantra of unity in diversity
comprehensive, no scope for divisions’

New Delhi, Feb 08 (PTI):

India's mantra of unity
in diversity is so compre-
hensive that there is no
scope for divisions in it,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said on Thursday
and asserted that develop-
ment and heritage will
continue to march togeth-
er as the country moves
forward.

Addressing a pro-
gramme marking the
150th birth anniversary of
Srila Prabhupada at the
Bharat Mandapam,
Pragati Maidan, Modi said
in today's India, Vande
Bharat trains will run
along with the transforma-
tion of Ayodhya and
Mathura-Vrindavan.

ISRO to launch meteorological

Bengaluru, Feb 08 (PTI):

satellite INSAT-BDS

ISRO on Thursday said
that the launch of its me-
teorological satellite
INSAT-3DS, which will
enhance meteorological
observations and help in
better weather forecast-
ing and disaster warning,
is scheduled for February
17.

The satellite will be
launched onboard a
Geosynchronous Satellite
Launch Vehicle F14
(GSLV F14).

The INSAT-3DS satel-
lite is a follow-on mission
of a third generation me-
teorological satellite to be
placed in geostationary

Preparations underway for the
launch of ISRO's GSLV-
F14/INSAT-3DS mission, at the
Satish Dhawan Space Station,
in Sriharikota.

on Feb 17

orbit, and it is fully fund-
ed by the Ministry of
Earth Sciences (MoES).

"The launch of the
GSLV-F14/INSAT-3DS
mission is set for
Saturday, February 17, at
5:30pm from the Satish
Dhawan Space Centre
(SDSC) SHAR at
Sriharikota," ISRO said.

In its 16th mission, the
GSLV aims to deploy the
satellite into
Geosynchronous
Transfer Orbit (GTO).
Subsequent orbit-raising
manoeuvres will ensure
that the satellite is posi-
tioned in a geostationary
orbit, the space agency
said.

PM Modi addresses a programme
marking the 150th birth anniversary of
Srila Prabhupada, at the Bharat
Mandapam, in New Delhi, Thursday.

He lauded the younger
generation for the change
in their outlook and em-
phasised that they take
along both knowledge and
research together. "Our
new generation now wears
its culture proudly on its
forehead," Modi said.

When youngsters lead
the country, they can land
a rover on the moon and
also nourish traditions by
naming the landing spot
"Shivshakti", he said.

They understand the im-
portance of both spiritual-
ity and start-ups, the prime
minister said, noting that
pilgrimage centres like
Kashi and Ayodhya are
witnessing a large num-
ber of young visitors.
Modi paid rich tributes to
Srila Prabhupada and
noted that the 150th birth
anniversary of the spiri-
tual guru is being cele-
brated at a time when just
a few days ago, the cen-
turies-old dream of a
grand Ram temple in
Ayodhya was fulfilled.

India to replace military
personnel in Maldives with
civilian technical people

New Delhi, Feb 08 (PTI):

India will replace its military
personnel operating three avi-
ation platforms in the
Maldives with "competent"
Indian technical personnel
even as New Delhi asserted
that it remained an important
development partner of the
island nation.

"I would like to say that the
present personnel will be
replaced by competent Indian
technical personnel," External
Affairs Ministry Spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said at his
weekly media briefing.
Following the second meeting
of the high-level core group
to address the issue of the
military personnel, the

Maldivian foreign ministry
said India will replace its mili-
tary personnel in two phases
by May 10.

Maldivian President
Mohamed Muizzu on Monday
said the first group of Indian
military personnel will be
sent back before March 10
and the remaining manning
ones will be withdrawn before
May 10.

The second meeting of the
core group took place in Delhi
on February 2.

The two sides decided to set
up the core group following a
meeting between Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Muizzu on the sidelines of the
COP28 summit in Dubai in
December.
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Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 08: SP (Durg)
Jitendra Shukla has is-
sued dismissal orders to a
Police Constable, accused
in a money laundering
case linked with an illegal
online betting racket. It
needs to be mentioned
here that Constable (482)
Bhim Singh Yadav was ar-
rested under section 19(1)
of PMLA and Section 3, 4
of PMLA, 2002 by the
Enforcement Directorate,
Raipur Regional Office.
Bhim Singh Yadav, a
constable posted at Police
Station Supela, was ar-
rested on November 03,
2023 and investigation is
being conducted by the
Enforcement Directorate
under the Prevention of

M o n ey
Laundering Act
2002 against the
online illegal
betting website,
Mahadev
Online Book.

During the
investigation, _.
the involve- 3
ment of ’
Constable Bhim Singh
Yadav in Mahadev
Online Book betting oper-
ations has been revealed
and currently he is con-
fined in jail. All these in-
cidents reveal his crimi-
nal tendencies. The act is
of extremely serious na-
ture and it is not reason-
ably practicable for the
department to investigate
this act.

Police service is gov-

>

Money laundering accused
Constable Bhim Yadav dismissed

erned by the
provisions of
M adhya
Pradesh/
Chhattisgarh
Police
Regulation Para
64 (1) which
state that "every
police officer
shall devote his
entire time exclusively to
the police service. He
shall not take part in any
trade or business whatso-
ever unless expressly per-
mitted to do so."

The activities of
Constable Bhim Singh
Yadav were clear viola-
tions of this rule. The dis-
missal order further
states that it is not appro-
priate for the police de-
partment and in public

interest that an employee
with such a tendency con-
tinues to work in a disci-
plined department.

It is absolutely neces-
sary to take strict action
against departmental em-
ployees displaying such
serious criminal acts, so
that the image of the de-
partment's high stan-
dards is maintained in
the society. The depart-
mental system should re-
main intact and strong.

Jitendra Shukla,
Superintendent of Police,
Durg, on the basis of the
powers conferred under
sub-clause "B" of clause
(2) of Article 311 of the
Constitution of India, dis-
missed Constable Bhim
Singh Yadav from service
for serious misconduct.

Mahtari Vandan Yojana
gets enormous response

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 08: Mahtari
Vandan Yojana, an ambi-
tious scheme of the state
government, is getting
enormous public response.
The process of collecting
forms from eligible women
beneficiaries in the district
under Mahtari Vandan
Yojana is being done. The
state government has
rolled out this scheme with
the aim of economic self-
reliance, improving their
health and nutritional sta-
tus and strengthening
their role in family deci-
sions.

Unprecedented enthusi-
asm is being seen among
women to take advantage
of the scheme. Till now,
more than 1.50 lakh have
been submitted. The appli-
cation for Mahtari Vandan

Yojana is being given free

of cost by the Anganwadi
worker in the Ward / Gram
Panchayat. The eligible
women are filling the appli-
cation forms and submit-
ting it again to the
Anganwadi centers along
with the necessary docu-
ments.

The Anganwadi worker
will verify the applications
and send it for online entry

in the software of Mahtari
Vandan Yojana. Various
types of misconceptions
are being spread regarding
the application. Fake sites
are also going viral.
Beneficiaries have been
cautioned not to fill the
forms in such fake sites.
Women are reaching
Anganwadi centers in
large numbers to fill appli-
cations. Online forms and

Action against illegal plotting Last date for renewal of ratlon cards is Feb 15
“'-"’e}:i_ b=

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 08: On the in-
structions of Collector

Richa Prakash
Choudhary, Sub-
Divisional Magistrate

Durg Mukesh Raote and
Additional Tehsildar
Prafulla Kumar Gupta
took action against illegal
plotting in two villages.

The roads, markings
and other structures were
razed using a bulldozer.
Action was taken against
the landowners Shiv
Kumar and Geeta Devi in
village Chandkhuri as
well as against Sundari,
wife of Dayaram in village
Anda.

Roads, pathways and.
structures prepared for il-
legal plotting were razed.
SDM Mukesh Raote said
that strict action will be

taken against illegal plot-
ting and they have sought

information in this regard
from all the Patwaris.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 08: It is neces-
sary to renew all types of
ration cards issued by the
government. The renewal
work will be done till
February 15, and the bene-
ficiary can do the renewal
work by downloading the
ration card renewal app
available in the fair price
shop or on the website of
the Food Department on
his Android mobile.
Within the limits of
Bhilai Municipal
Corporation, in APL cate-
gory total ration cards is-
sued is 43062 in number,
while BPL ration cards
add to 83746 which in-
cludes Antyodaya Card,
Nirashrit Card,
Annapurna, and Priority
Disabled Persons cards.
This also includes 59828
families living below the

‘Industrial Relations Guide Book’
forIR Department released

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 08: The
Industrial Relations
Department of SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant's
Personnel Department
launched an 'IR Guide
Book' to strengthen BSP's
Industrial Relations. The
Guide Book would enable
concerned employees to
maintain industrial rela-
tions in a judicious man-
ner.

Pawan Kumar, ED
(P&A) released the IR
Guide Book on January 30,
2024, in the presence of
Sandeep Mathur, CGM
(Personnel), JN Thakur,
GM (Pers.-IR), and other
Senior Officials and per-
sonnel of the IR
Department. The IR
Guidebook has been com-
piled, drafted, and edited
by Rohit Harit, Sr Mgr
(Pers-IR&CLC).

In his address, Pawan
Kumar congratulated the
BSP Collective and urged
Plant's Senior Officials to

draft and pubhsh similar
informative and descrip-
tive Manuals and Guide
Books for the convenient
operations of their respec-
tive Departments and sec-
tions.

Sandeep Mathur, said
that the IR department de-
serves appreciation for
discharging its responsi-
bility of compiling and ed-
iting this guidebook so
well.

JN Thakur congratulat-
ed Rohit Harit and said
that this guidebook will be
useful not only for the
managers of the plant's
factories but will also

prove useful for the per-
sonnel. Rohit Harit
thanked the Plant manage-
ment and Senior Officials
for their valuable guid-
ance in publishing the
Guidebook.

This guidebook covers
the provisions of the
Factories Act, The
Employee's Compensation
Act, the Motor Transport
Workers Act, and other
Statutes, regulations, and
other necessary informa-
tion that are part and par-
cel of the Labor Laws and
Industrial regulations of
India. Following the man-
ual would strengthen in-

dustrial relations and help
achieve the objective of
safe production.

Shija P Mathew, GM

(Pers-Works), Suraj
Kumar Soni, GM (Pers.-
NW & Mines), Anuradha
Singh, GM (Pers-
Regulation&HRIS), H
Shekhar, GM (Pers.- ED
Secretariat), and K
Suparna, GM (Pers-ES)
were also present on this
occasion, along with and
Deputy General
Managers. Personnel
Vikash Chandra, Ajay
Kumar, Dy General Mgrs
(IR), and other Senior
Officers.

Director 1/c (SAIL-BSP) inspects ongoing
extensive repair work at PIate Mill

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 08: The Plate Mill of SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant, which was estab-
lished in the year 1983 is under a 42-
day shutdown and extensive repair
work for upgradation and improving
the geometry of the roughing and fin-
ishing stands. Anirban Dasgupta,
Director I/c (SAIL-BSP), accompanied
by Anjani Kumar, ED (Works), and
other Senior Officers visited the Mill
on February 08, 2024, and closely in-
spected various activities under the
comprehensive maintenance work.
Anirban Dasgupta also encour-
aged the team members to take nec-
essary steps to maintain the utility of
both stands in the future. During this
inspection, RK Bisare, CGM (Plate
Mill), briefed him in detail about the
maintenance works. Asit Saha, CGM
I/c (M&U), RK Bisare, CGM (Plate
Mill), Unmesh Bhardwaj, CGM

(Projects) and Pranay Kumar, CGM
(CET), were also present on this oc-
casion along with HoDs and GMs of
concerned departments. In view of
the latest requirement of the cus-
tomers in the steel market, this
Capital Repair work was initiated on
January 10, 2024. During the shut-
down, other pending and important
works related to maintenance in the

= T
plate mill are also being executed,
which includes renovation of the
Plate Mill furnace. Both the levellers
are being renovated to improve the
profile of the plate and the Cross Cut
Shear-1 is being renovated for the
first time to improve the quality of
the edges of the plates. Crane Nos 26
and 29 are being renovated in the
shipping area to suit the increasing

dispatch, along with the replacement
of LT rail and MTL and expansion of
line no 409B. For the first time, the
2000 mm diameter gas pipeline lo-
cated at a height of 25 meters is also
being replaced under this repair ini-
tiative in the Plate Mill.

This extensive repair work shall not
only enhance the production and quali-
ty of plates but will also ensure a wide
product range as per the requirements
of the customers.BSP's Plate Mill has
produced approximately 34 million
tonnes of plates during the last four
decades, meeting the requirements of
various projects and customers in the
country. SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant has
produced and supplied plates of the re-
quired grade to several projects of na-
tional importance, including the Indian
Navy's aircraft carrier INS Vikrant and
other warships, and special grade
plates for satellite launch vehicles.

poverty line.

All these ration card
holding beneficiaries will
have to renew their ration
cards. Out of total 126868
ration cards, 46200 cards
have been renewed so far
and 80606 are still remain-
ing which will have to be
completed by February 15.

Beneficiaries can apply
for ration card renewal
through 2 options. To
apply directly, the benefici-

ary can download the ra-
tion card renewal app
available on the Food
Department's  website
https://khadya.cg.nic.in
on the Android mobile
phone and submit the ap-
plication by scanning the
QR code available in the
ration card or one can sub-
mit the application
through the app in the
tablet of the fair price
shop operator.

Besides, the beneficiary
operator will also submit
written application in the
name of food at the fair
price shop. Ration card
will be received within 30
days of submitting it for
renewal.

For APL a fee of Rs 10
has been fixed for the card
while renewal of all re-
maining ration cards will
be done free of cost. While
getting new ration card,
the old ration card will
have to be submitted. In
order to ensure that the
fair price shop operators
follow the government's
instructions, the District
Food Controller called a
meeting in the
Corporation Auditorium
and gave strict instruc-
tions to the shopkeepers to
ensure that the renewal of
all ration cards is complet-
ed within the time limit.

offline registration have
started in the district.
Workshops for filling the
forms are also being organ-
ized at the district level so
that women do not face any
problem in filling the
forms. Beneficiaries of the
district can apply free of
cost from 05 February to 20
February 2024.

To avail the benefits of
Mahtari Vandan Yojana, el-
igible women can also
apply through online por-
tal and mobile app. Under
this scheme, the form is
available in Anganwadi
centres, Panchayat level,
ward in-charge level in
urban areas including proj-
ect office and district
Collectorate. There is
tremendous enthusiasm
among women to take ad-
vantage of this ambitious
scheme of the government.

Special placement
camp on Feb 16

Bhilai, Feb 08: District Employment
and Self-Employment Guidance
Center Durg will organize a place-
ment camp for recruitment in 194
vacant posts in private firms on 16
February 2024. In the placement
camp, Yashoda Nandan Children
Hospital will appoint staff nurses
and Autech Nextwealth IT Services
Pvt Ltd will recruit Process Associate
(Data), Process Associate (Voice),
Operations Manager, Assistant
Manager, Assistant Manager
Operations, Team Leader, Quality
Excellence Analyst, Business Analyst
and Trainer. RK Kurre, Deputy
Director of District Employment and
Self-Employment Guidance Center,
Durg said that the interested candi-
dates should submit all the original
educational proofs and marksheets,
identity card (Voter ID card, Aadhar
card, PAN card, driving license, ra-
tion card), employment office regis-
tration card, residence certificate,
caste certificate and all documents
(photocopies) to participate in the
placement camp.

Blessing Hawan Ceremony for board
students orgnalsed at DAV Hudco

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 08: "Let your
hard work propel you to a
speed so fast that good Iuck
has no choice but to ride
with a winner like you" To
exalt the spirit of inspira-
tion, aspiration and to
bless the outgoing batch of
class X and XII, DAV Public
School, Hudco, Bhilai or-
ganized a Blessing
Ceremony on February 08,
2024 for the students who
are going to appear in their
forthcoming board exams.
It was a momentous occa-
sions that marked the end
of a carefully supervised
school life and the begin-
ning of a new life inthe real
world. At DAV it is believed
that a Hawanis auspicious
but in addition it supports
various Physical, Mental
and Spiritual advantages. It
also purifies the ambience
stuffing it with of positivity.
The ceremony commenced
with a prayer, seeking the
divine guidance and bless-
ings from almighty God by

the sound of Gayatri
Mantra. A Hawan ceremo-
ny was performed reli-
giously with divine fervour
and spirituality for the
bright future of the young
learners. With chanting of
mantra in front of the pious
fire, blessings were show-
ered upon students by
Prashant Kumar (Principal
Cum Deputy Regional
Officer, CG, Zone A),
Supervisory Heads (Junior
and Senior Wing) and their
teachers. The Holy occasion

turned out to be even more
magnanimous, for the stu-
dents with the blessings
they received on the occa-
sion. The Principal ap-
prised the students not to
panic and stress themselves
during exams. They must
believe themselves and re-
frain from distractions
while preparing for exams.
He unwrapped the secret of
success and guided the stu-
dents to revise the concepts
thoroughly and maintain
the dignity of their school

Saroj speaks for inclusion of

Chhattisgarhi dialect in 8th schedule

® Inthelastaddress
of her tenurein
Rajya Sabha

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 08: On Thursday, Rajya
Sabha member and BJP National Vice
President, Saroj Pandey, shared her
views in the Upper House of the
Parliament on the conclusion of her
current tenure. She thanked the Rajya
Sabha Speaker and Vice President of
India Jagdish Dhankhar for giving her
an unforgettable opportunity to sit on
a high pedestal as Speaker of Rajya
Sabha. She further thanked the Vice
President for the steps he has taken
towards women empowerment.
There has been a surge of confidence
among the women, she said.

Saroj said that in the last six years,
they have learned a lot and they are
leaving with many happy memories.
She thanked Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Home Minister Amit Shah and

the Speaker for giving her the oppor-
tunity to become a member of the
Upper House. Rajya Sabha has been a
witness to many subjects and it is a
matter of good fortune for her to be a
witness to those moments in this
golden journey of Amrit Kaal, Saroj
said. She thanked the Prime Minister
for introducing laws against Triple
Talaq. She said that the issue of triple
talaq remained entangled in politics.
But the Prime Minister displayed his
political wisdom and introduced laws
to protect the women from Triple
Talaq. She further thanked the Prime
Minister for Nari Shakti Vandan

Adhiniyam. Saroj said that he was for-
tunate to remain in the House while
introduction of this bill.

This bill would ensure the
progress of women and make them
stronger. She anticipated that the
country will witness a different sce-
nario in the coming times. The politi-
cal scenario has changed a lot since
2014. She further reiterated the de-
mand for inclusion of Chhattisgarhi
Dialect in the eighth schedule. This
bill remained pending due to some
reasons and the pain would remain in
her mind as she was unable to get it
approved during this tenure.

during the span of the ex-
amination. The students
felt incredibly inspired by
the words ofwisdom.

The ceremony culminat-
ed with a promise from
students to keep their val-
ues intact, and serve the
nation through their per-
severance. All teachers ex-
tended their good wishes
to them for a bright, suc-
cessful and prosperous fu-
ture. The ceremony came
to an end after the distri-
bution of Prasad to all.

OBITUARY
Yashoda Rai

Bhilai: Sector 4, Street
38, Qr No 15-A resident
Yashoda Rai left for
heavenly abode at the
age of 91 years on
Thursday. Last rites of
the mortal remains will
be performed at Ram
Nagar Muktidham on
February 09 around
11:30 hrs. She was the
mother of BSP employ-
ee Anjani Kumar Rai.
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Ram Rajyawill be established in Ch'garh

Raipur, Feb 08:

Chief Minister Vishnu
Deo Sai said that his gov-
ernment was determined
to establish the rule of law
in the state. Incidents of
murder and robbery were
common during the previ-
ous government, he said,
adding that his govern-
ment restored a fear-free
society. “‘What we call good
governance is called
Ramrajya. Ram Rajya will
be established in
Chhattisgarh’, said the
Chief Minister during the
discussion on the motion
of thanks on the
Governor’s address.

Sai said that his govern-
ment got several major
achievements within a few
days after formation.
Efforts are being made to
overcome many chal-
lenges, he said, adding

National conference
and exhibition by
ICAR-NIBSM on Feb 28-29

Raipur, Feb 08: ICAR-National
Institute of Biotic Stress
Management  (ICAR-NIBSM),
Raipur will be organising maiden
National Conference on “Novel
Strategies for Mitigating Biotic
and Abiotic Stresses for
Agricultural and Environmental
Sustainability” on Feb 28- 29 at
ICAR-NIBSM, Raipur. This confer-
ence is being organized by ICAR-
NIBSM, Raipur in collaboration
with Amity University
Chhattisgarh (AUC), Raipur and
National Institute of Abiotic
Stress Management (ICAR-
NIASM), Baramati, Maharashtra.
We encourage participation from
interested parties such as Agro-
based industries, Farm
Machinery Companies, Farmer
Producer Organizations (FPOs),
Agro-Chemical Companies, Non-
Governmental  Organizations
(NGOs), Agri-Drone manufactur-
ers, Horticulture Firms, and
Livestock Firms. You are invited
to showcase your cutting-edge
technologies and products at the
ICAR-NIBSM Campus in Baronda
during the conference on
February 28-29, 2024.

that his government’s goal
is to strengthen the finan-
cial structure. In the past,
the BJP government had
created a strong financial
system, but the Congress
destroyed it, he said,
adding that his govern-
ment will restore this sys-
tem again. The empty
treasury that was left with
exit of previous Congress
government will soon be
filled, he said.

The Chief Minister said

that his government
pledged to develop
Chhattisgarh. ‘We are

working rapidly to dissem-
inate the schemes of the
Center and the State
among the people. Prime
Minister Modi has given
guarantees for the welfare
of all sections. Our gov-
ernment is rapidly fulfill-
ing those guarantees. Our
government will present

the first main budget. This
budget will be historic’, he
said.

He said that in order to
fulfill Modi’s guarantee, 18
lakh houses were ap-
proved in the first cabinet
meeting itself. He also
said that on Good
Governance Day, 12 lakh
farmers of the state were
given outstanding paddy

bonus of two years. A pro-
vision of Rs 12 thousand
crores has been made
under Krishak Unnati
Yojana, he said, adding
that his government pro-
cured the highest quantity
of paddy so far.

The date of paddy pro-
curement was extended on
the demand of farmers, he
said. He also said that cus-
tom milling work was also
going on at a rapid pace in
the state. Mahtari Vandan
Yojana has also been start-
ed, he said, adding that eli-
gible women will be given
Rs 12,000 annually under
this scheme which will be
started from March 1, 2024.

‘Ramlala has been seat-
ed in Ayodhya Dham on 22
January. Shri Ram is our
nephew. Ramlala Darshan
Scheme has been started
so that all the people of the
state can go to Ayodhya

and have darshan. The
state government has
started work on develop-
ing five Shaktipeeths’, said
the Chief Minister.

He said that the glory
and fame of Rajim Kumbh
was destroyed by
Congress but now it will
be organized in a more
grand manner. It has been
decided to pay tendupatta
collectors at the rate of Rs
5500, he said, adding that
his government will take
strict action against cor-
ruption. The guarantee of
investigation into the PSC
scam is one of Modi’s
guarantees, he said,
adding that CBI inquiry
has been recommended
and EOW has also regis-
tered an FIR on this. The
salaries of contractual em-
ployees working in state
departments have been in-
creased by 27 percent.

—| WATER GOES DOWN IN DRAIN |—

With bursting of water pipeline in Chotapara led to waste of gallons of drinking
water in the middle of road here on Thursday.

Swamy Atmanand schools to be run by School Education dept: Brijmohan

® Collectors samitis to
be dissolved
from next
academic session

® BJP MLASs raise issue

through call
attention motion

Raipur, Feb 08:

The BJP MLAs raised
the question of Swamy
Atmanand Schools
through call attention
motion in Vidhan Sabha
on Thursday and on
which the School
Education Minister
Brijmohan Agrawal said
that from the next aca-
demic session, the
Collector committees will
be dissolved and made a
declaration to start func-
tioning  of Swamy
Atmanand Schools under
the School Education de-
partment. The BJP MLAs
viz. Anuj Sharma, Ajay

Chandrakar, Bhavna
Bohra, through a call at-
tention motion raised the
issue of functioning of

Swamy Atmanand
Schools in the state. The
School education
Minister Brijmohan

Agrawal in his written
reply to the question in-
formed that at present all
the Principals and teach-
ers (lecturers) employed
in the schools are paid
wages by the Collector
and wherever there has
been irregularity it will
be investigated.
BJP MLA Dharamlal
Kaushik said that so long
as the charge is with the
Collector, the system will
not improve and it needs
to be change. Ajay
Chandrakar on a lighter
note said that Swamy
Atmanand Schools were
opened for recreation
purpose by Bhupesh
Baghel. On this School
Education Minister
Brijmohan Agrawal said

s

£ v
that all the Samitis of the
Collector will be dis-
solved and names of the
Schools will be changed
and it will be added with
the name of Swamy
Atmanand.

Ajay Chandrakar rais-
ing the issue of dilapidat-
ed building of RD Tiwari
School and falling of the
plaster of the roof in the
School questioned as to
under which rule of
maintenance that funds
for maintenance were
used from Smart City
head and it was which
Technical institution,
which executed the work?

Collector inspects acc1dent site in Abhanpur

@ To find out
reason for frequent
road accidents

@ Instructions given to
deploy traffic police
and increase the
time limit of signal

Raipur, Feb 08: Collector
Dr Gaurav Singh today
reached the accident site
Basti Signal Chowk and
Kathiya Mor in Abhanpur
tehsil of the district. Road
accidents were taking
place continuously at these
places for the last two days.
Superintendent of Police
Santosh Singh was also
present with him. The
Collector discussed the rea-
sons for the accident with
public representatives and
common citizens there. He
along with Superintendent
of Police Singh reached the
accident site at Basti Signal
Chowk. He told the NHAI

officials that rumble strips
should be placed in the said
route as soon as possible
and speed breaker should
be made in the nearby by-
Ppass so as to slow down the
speed of vehicles and re-
duce the chances of acci-
dents.

He directed to immedi-
ately install street lights
around the roads, which
will facilitate the move-
ment of citizens in the
dark. Instructions were
also given to send propos-
als for installing high mast
lights soon. On the request

of the citizens, he asked
the police department to
deploy traffic police at the
concerned intersection as
soon as possible, so that the
traffic system can be con-
trolled. The Collector gave
instructions to increase the
time limit of the traffic sig-
nal installed at this place
for pedestrian movement,
so that people can cross the
road easily.

Dr Gaurav Singh also
reached Kathia Mode, the
accident site and said that
a team of Transport
Department and Police

Collector inspects firecracker factory

Instructions given to strengthen security measures and conduct mock drills

Raipur, Feb 08: Collector
Dr Gaurav Kumar Singh
today inspected the Star

Pyrotech  Firecracker
Factory located in village
Bhelwadih in Abhanpur
tehsil. Superintendent of
Police Santosh Singh and
SDM Naveen Thakur were
also present with him. The
Collector inspected the
manufacturing, mainte-
nance, safety standards
and licenses of firecrack-
ers in the premises.

The Collector said that
adequate number of fire

extinguishers and sand
should be arranged to ex-
tinguish the fire in the fac-
tory. He instructed to mark
water points and pipelines
at various places in the
premises, so that in case of
disaster; fire can be extin-
guished quickly with the
use of water. Contact num-
bers of ambulance serv-
ice, fire brigade, nearest
police station and impor-
tant officials of the district
administration and their
offices should be made
available, he said.

Dr. Gaurav Singh said
that the workers working
in the factory should be in-
formed about the chemi-
cals used in making fire-
crackers and their safety.
The Collector said that
mock drill should be con-
ducted in the factory at a
fixed interval of time so
that quick measures can
be adopted in case of dis-
aster. Health of the work-
ers should also be checked,
he said. The Collector in-
spected various rooms in
the premises and gave in-
structions to remove tin
sheds at all places and use
asbestos sheets in their
place. He asked the indus-
trial health officials to in-
spect the license of the fac-
tory in coordination with
the central government
agency. Assistant Director
of Industrial Health and
Safety, Vivek Chelkar and
other concerned officers
were also present.

Department should be
formed to check the speed
and fitness test of the com-
muting highways and
other heavy vehicles.
Instructions were given to
the Mineral Department to
continuously check the ve-
hicles going for mining. He
said that in view of the up-
coming Rajim Kumbh,

suitable arrangements
should be made for the
devotees.

Road construction com-
panies should maintain
quality in construction
work and sprinkle water to
prevent dust. Instructions
were given to make
arrangements for traffic
police and street lights at
the accident site also.
Municipal Corporation
Commissioner Abinash
Mishra, District Panchayat
CEO Vishwadeep, SDM
Naveen Thakur, RTO
Kirtiman Rathore and
other officials were pres-
ent.

Brijmohan informed that
after Smart City Ltd.,
TCIL is the technical firm
and it is imparting train-
ing and work is being
done by M/s Sharad
Shukla.

On this MLA Ajay
Chandrakar said that
even after so much of
maintenance, the inci-
dent of falling of plaster
of the slab of the rooftop
of a classroom took place
and charged of massive
corruption in the name of
maintenance work and
questioned as to whether
investigation will be
done? On this Brijmohan
informed the House that
funds worth Rs 800 cr
were spent and any irreg-
ularity done will be inves-
tigated.

MLA Anuj Sharma said
that earlier also such inci-
dent has taken place and
after which decision was
taken to get the audit
done by engineers and
whether audit of RD

Tiwari School was done
or not? Replying in affir-
mation, Brijmohan said
that it has been done.
MLA Kawardha Bhavna
Bohara raised the ques-
tion that there are lots of
shortcomings related to
Smart Class and teachers
and on which Brijmohan
said that if there are com-
plaints, it will be investi-
gated.

VS Speaker questioned
as to whether any sepa-
rate set-up has been sanc-
tioned and on this
Brijmohan replied that
no set-up has been sanc-
tioned, but the govern-
ment is working through
various heads and soon
all the School will be
brought under School
Education Department.
Dharamjeet Singh said
that land has been donat-
ed in the name of many
well-known personalities
and their names too
should be changed and it
should be investigated.

Mahadev Satta App issue
echoes in Assembly

©® Nobody, howsoever
influential may be,
will not be spared

Raipur, Feb 08:

The issue of online
Mahadev Satta App
echoed in Chhattisgarh
Legislative Assembly on
the 4th day of ongoing
Budget Session. Raising
the issue in question
hour BJP MLA Rajesh
Munat said that people of
international level were
involved in Mahadev
Satta App.

This is a very sensitive
matter as it is being op-
erated from Dubai, he
said. He asked when and
what complaints have
been made regarding
Mahadev Satta App and
other Satta Apps? He
also asked what action
has been taken on this?

Responding to the
question of MLA Munat,
Home Minister Vijay
Sharma said that a total
of 28 complaints were re-
ceived about Mahadev
Satta App and as many
as 19 crimes were regis-
tered.

The Home Minister
said that nobody, howso-
ever influential may be,
will not be spared.

The MLA asked
whether the matter
would be proved through
CBI.

On this home minister
Vijay Sharma said, in-
vestigation was going on
in ED, so it was not right
to give the case to anoth-
er agency. Once the mat-
ter is proved, the mem-
bers will see the action.
MLA Dharamlal
Kaushik said that if ac-
tion was not taken then
betting will continue.

Govt succeeded in opening camps in
naxal affected villages: Sharma

Raipur, Feb 08:

The Dy. CM and Home
Minister Vijay Sharma
with full commitment
said that in the coming
days, the ‘Lal Salam’ slo-
gans of the Naxalites in
the Bastar region will be
completely wiped out and
instead the slogans of ‘Jai
Shri Ram’ will be heard.
Congress MLA
Dwarkadheesh  Yadav
raised the issue through
call attention motion in
the Vidhan Sabha on
Thursday about killing of
three policemen and CRPF
jawans in the naxalite en-
counter held at
Tekalgudam village of
Sukma District in Bastar
recently. He said that in
just two months, there is
rise in number of naxal in-
cidents in the Bastar re-
gion and there is lot of re-

Collector reaches camp
of Mahtari Vandan Yojana

Raipur, Feb 08:

Collector Dr Gaurav
Singh today reached the
camp of Mahtari Vandan
Yojana in Village Kendri of
Abhanpur where he took
stock of the arrange-
ments. During his visit he
discussed with the benefi-
ciaries. He also helped
some beneficiaries in fill-

ing their application
forms. The Collector took
[ I )

information from them
and filled the application
forms sitting at the table.
Superintendent of Police
Santosh Singh also helped
the beneficiaries in filling
the application form.
Municipal Corporation
Commissioner Abinash

Mishra and Chief
Executive Officer of
District Panchayat

Vishwadeep were also
present.

©® Now instead of ‘Lal
Salam’ of naxalites,
slogans of Jai Shri
Ram will be heard

sentment and unrest
among the people of
Bastar region and entire
state over the same. He
claimed that over the last
few years there has been
reduction in number of
naxal incidents, but with
increase in naxalite at-
tacks it will badly affected
the development works in
the region. The people re-
sorting back to normalcy
and fearless life are once
against hovering with fear.
Dy. CM Vijay Sharma in
his written reply said that
it is correct that in the last
two months there were
total of 19 encounters be-
tween security forces and

naxalites in Bastar region
and in this 8 jawans and 4
citizens have got martyred.
Two naxalites have also
being killed and many oth-
ers have been injured. He

further informed the
House that in the last eight
weeks, the new govern-
ment in the state has in-
stalled 27 mobile towers
and succeeded in con-
structing35 km long roads.
In last eight weeks, in high-
ly sensitive naxal areas ten
camps have been opened
and this include the village

Tekalgudem where the
naxalite encounter took
place. In the coming days,
in place of ‘Lal Salam’ of
the naxalites, the slogan
that of ‘Jai Shri Ram’ will
be heard, he added.

Dy. CM Sharam said that
the previous government
in the state was too lenient
against the Naxalites in
the Bastar region and was
lacking the will to fight
against naxalism and
therefore there was no en-
counter.

But the new BJP govern-
ment in the state is fight-
ing against the Naxalites
and therefore encounters
are taking place. Now
there are progressive
camps in the Naxal affect-
ed villages and the
Tekalgudam village, where
22 jawans got martyred, we
succeeded in opening a
camp there as well.

Chhattisgarhi film ‘Gaon Ke Zero,
Shehar Ma Hero'’ to hit screens today

Manoj Rajput to be seen in a different look in the film

Raipur, Feb 08:

Manoj Rajput, producer
and hero of the multi-star-
rer film which is being
screened in more than 35
theaters and multiplexes
on February 9th, based on
his own life, has created a
lot of buzz on social media
about the film “Gaon Ke
Zero, Shehar Ma Hero”.
Tiwari has shot the film in
Chhattisgarh as well as
Ramoji Studios in Goa,
Kolkata and Hyderabad.
The fight scene in Ramoji
was very attractive on the
lines of South, whose fight
master was Judo Ramu of
South films. He said that
camera Phantom has been
used for the first time in
Chhattisgarh. In the film,
the magic of Chollywood
artists will be seen along
with Bollywood actor

b

Bhagwan Tiwari. The lead
actress of the film are
Ishani Ghosh, Neha
Shukla, Ishika Yaday,
while the role of Manoj
Rajput’s father is played
by Arjun Parmar who is
also the assistant director
of the film. Along with
this, Chollywood artists
including Dharmendra
Chaubey, Pradeep
Sharma, Sanjay
Mahanand, Pushpendra
Singh, Upasana Vaishnay,

Pappu Chandrakar,
Sanjeev Mukherjee and
Vicky Veera have acted in
the film. Music has been
given by Sunil Soni,
screenplay and few songs
have been written by
Uttam Tiwari. There are 6
melodious songs in the
film. The choreography is
done by Vilas Raut.
Exexecutive producer of
the film is Vikram Rajput
and the distributor is
Tarun Soni.
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Itis a proud moment that

R’gaon residents have preserved

foreign students are influenced tradition of Hockey competltlon Verma
by Ch’garhi culture: Agarwal - g

@ Students from
South Korea met
Education Minister

Raipur, Feb 08:

A delegation of South
Korean students paid a

courtesy call on
Education Minister
Brijmohan Agarwal.

During this meeting,
meaningful discussions
were held on issues like
environment, human
rights and public welfare.
Agarwal said that it is a

ACI Raipur

Raipur, Feb 08: Dr. Smit
Srivastava, Head of the

Department of
Cardiology at the
Advanced Cardiac

Institute (ACI) located at
Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar
Smriti Hospital, affiliated
to Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru Memorial Hospital,
and the team treated a 70-
year-old female patient
through Transcatheter
Mitral Valve Implant
(TMVR) Valve in Valve
procedure and saved her
life. With this procedure
ACI became the first and
only institute in the entire
state of Chhattisgarh to
perform the Mitral Valve
Replacement procedure
without any incision on
the patient's chest.
According to Dr. Smit
Srivastava, the mitral

proud moment for us that
foreign students are influ-
enced by Chhattisgarhi
culture. He wished for a
bright future for the stu-
dents.

During the meeting
with ASEZ South Korea
students, Education
Minister Agarwal said
that environment related
problems are one of the
most important issues in
today's time. We all have to
make joint efforts to deal
with problems like cli-
mate change, pollution
and depletion of natural

resources. By emphasiz-
ing environmental aware-
ness in educational insti-
tutions we can educate
students about the impor-
tance of the environment.
Programs like tree planta-
tion campaign, cleanli-
ness campaign should be
organized in these institu-
tions. We need to pay spe-
cial attention to environ-
ment-friendly infrastruc-
ture such as use of solar
energy, water conserva-
tion and waste manage-
ment. It is noteworthy that
ASEZ is a global organiza-

tion of university student
volunteers which runs
"Save the Earth" cam-
paign across the world.
Under this, public aware-
ness programs are organ-
ized on various issues of
environmental protection.

This team is on tour to
Chhattisgarh for the last
two weeks. During this,
this group of students
praised Chhattisgarhi cul-
ture and food.

The delegation included
Mr. Charlie, Mr. Kevin, Mr.
Luke, Eric from South
Korea.

©® Mahant Raja
Sarveshwar Das
Memorial All India
Hockey Competition
2024 concludes

Rajnandgaon, Feb 08:
Revenue and Disaster,
Sports and Youth Welfare
Minister Tankaram
Verma on Wednesday at-
tended the closing ceremo-
ny of the 80th Mahant Raja
Sarveshwar Das Memorial
All India Hockey
Competition 2024 held at
the International Hockey
Stadium. Addressing the
program, Sports Minister
Tankram Verma congratu-
lated everyone for this his-
toric event. He said that
the people of Rajnandgaon
have preserved the tradi-
tion of Mahant Raja
Sarveshwar Das Memorial
All India Hockey
Competition for years. Due
to the efforts of former
Chief  Minister and
Chhattisgarh Assembly
Speaker Dr. Raman Singh,
the residents of the district
have got the facility of this
international hockey stadi-
um. Rajnandgaon district
is famous for hockey and
tableau and the district has
a distinct identity as the

nursery of hockey. Along
with education, values are
important. The
International = Hockey
Stadium in Rajnandgaon
will again come in a differ-
ent new form. Here players
will get flood lights, astro-
turf and other sports relat-
ed facilities. Chhattisgarh
government is a double en-
gine government. The
Central Government's
"Khelo India Scheme" is
being implemented in the
state. Continuous work is
being done to advance and
enhance the sports talent
of the state. Former MP
Madhusudan Yadav said
that due to the will power
of the people of

got great success in treatment of complex heart disease

@ Transcatheter mitral
valve was implanted
in the patient's chest
without any incision

©® Chief Minister Sai
and Health
Minister Jaiswal
congratulated the
team of doctors.

valve was implanted
through the patient's
thigh vein in a process
similar to placing stents
in the heart veins in an-
gioplasty. The patient has
been fitted with a 26 mm
mitral valve.

Chief Minister Vishnu
Deo Sai and Health
Minister Shyam Bihari
Jaiswal have congratulat-

ed the entire team of
Advanced Cardiac
Institute for this achieve-
ment. Advanced Cardiac
Institute, affiliated to Dr.
Bhim Rao Ambedkar
Hospital, the largest gov-
ernment hospital of
Chhattisgarh, is establish-
ing its new identity in the
successful treatment of
complex heart diseases.

The patient was suffer-
ing from severe mitral re-
gurgitation (MR), a com-
mon heart disease that
usually requires open
heart surgery. The patient
underwent the non-inva-
sive procedure at the

Department of
Cardiology, Advanced
Cardiac Institute on

February 6 2024 and will

be safely discharged after
just two days. Dr. Smit
Srivastava, professor and
head of the department of
cardiology at ACI, said,
"The elderly patient had
undergone multiple oper-
ations for heart attack and
valve disease 10 years ago,
including coronary by-
pass surgery and mitral
valve surgery, which she

Youth Congress launches justice campaign

Highlighting injustice to selected Agneepath candidates

Raipur, Feb 08:

The Youth Congress
has embarked on a spirit-
ed campaign titled "Jai
Jawan: Anyay Ke Virudh
Mein Nyay Ka Yudh" at
Rajiv Bhawan, marking a
resolute stance against
the injustices faced by as-
piring recruits in the
armed forces.

State coordinator of
the campaign, Abhishek
Kasar, condemned the
Central Government's
Agneepath Scheme, as-
serting that it has cast a
shadow over the futures
of over 1.5 lakh deserving
youth who were previous-
ly selected for army re-
cruitment but have yet to

receive their joining let-
ters. During his Bharat
Jodo Yatra, Rahul
Gandhi encountered nu-
merous such disillu-
sioned youth awaiting
their chance to serve.
Thus, he initiated the
"Jai Jawan" movement on
January 31 from Bihar's
soil to combat the sys-

temic injustices perpe-
trated against the na-
tion's youth and military
by the Central
Government. Between
2019 and 2022, approxi-
mately 1.5 lakh deserving
candidates, including
7,000 Air Force recruits
and 2,500 Nursing
Assistants of the Medical

Corps, were left in limbo
after their recruitments
were annulled under the
Agneepath scheme. This
cancellation also affected
around 97 Army recruits
and resulted in the forfei-
ture of approximately Rs
100 crore in fees. The
detrimental impact of the
Agneepath scheme has

CSPC held rewew meeting of health scheme

©® Expanded coverage
benefits employees
and pensioners

©® Stakeholders
praise initiative for
employee welfare

Raipur, Feb 08:

The Chhattisgarh State
Power Company conclud-
ed a review meeting on its
Contributory Anshadayi
Cashless Swastha Yojana.
Presided over by
Executive Director
Human Resources Ashok
Kumar Verma, the meet-
ing provided updated in-
sights into the scheme's
progress.

Since its implementa-

tion on October 1, 2023,
the scheme has benefited
a total of 1675 individuals,
including 921 regular em-
ployees and 753 pension-
ers. Under this initiative,
contracts have been estab-
lished with major hospi-
tals across the state, in-
cluding Raipur, Bilaspur,
Durg, Ambikapur, Korba,
Raigarh, Jagdalpur,
Dhamtari, and Janjgir, of-

fering services at CGHS
rates. Furthermore, hos-
pitals in metropolitan
cities have been incorpo-
rated to extend the
scheme's reach and bene-
fits.

The meeting witnessed
the participation of vari-
ous stakeholders, includ-
ing officers, employees,
and representatives from
different organizations,

who lauded the power
company's management
for implementing such a
commendable scheme.
Additionally, they offered
constructive suggestions
for further enhancing its
effectiveness.

Among the distin-
guished attendees were

Executive Director
Finance Y.B. Jain,
Additional General

Manager Vinod Agarwal,
Chief Medical Officer
H.L. Panchari, and other
senior officers. Vinod
Agarwal highlighted the
increasing uptake of the
scheme among employees
and the continuous ex-
pansion of registered hos-
pitals, underscoring the
company's commitment
to employee well-being.

left countless aspiring
soldiers in despair, un-
dermining their dedica-
tion and aspirations.

Abhishek Kasar, the
state campaign coordina-
tor, emphasized the sig-
nificance of the move-
ment initiated by Rahul
Gandhi in Bihar, reiterat-
ing its launch in
Chhattisgarh through a
press conference at the
Rajiv Bhawan state office.
The campaign aims to ex-
tend awareness efforts to
the district, assembly,
and block levels, includ-
ing retired soldiers, to
shed light on the detri-
mental effects of the
Agneepath scheme on as-
piring recruits.

had deteriorated over the
past decade, leaving be-
hind a severely leaky mi-
tral valve and a very weak
heart. Apart from the pa-
tient's advanced age and
weak heart, she was also
suffering from life-threat-
ening severe asthma,
which causes breathing
difficulties, and a rare au-
toimmune blood disorder
called immune thrombo-
cytopenic purpura (ITP).
This is an immune system
disorder that causes in-
creased bleeding by pre-
venting the blood from
clotting properly. Repeat
open heart surgery was
impossible in such a com-
plex patient, so Dr. Smit
Srivastava tried to mini-
mize the risk by avoiding
any incisions on the weak
chest wall."
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Rajnandgaon, Mahant
Raja Sarveshwar Das
Memorial All India
Hockey Competition is
being organized every
year. Along with equipping
the International Hockey
Stadium with Astroturf,
other sports facilities were
also provided.

This event has been suc-
cessfully organized in
Rajnandgaon with the help
of public cooperation,
sports department,
Rajgami Sampada Trust
and government adminis-
tration. Former MP
Abhishek Singh said that
there have been 80 years of
achievements in
Sanskaardhani and many

generations have wit-
nessed this historic event.
The people of
Rajnandgaon have cher-
ished this event whole-
heartedly. Due to the ef-
forts of former Chief
Minister and Speaker of
Chhattisgarh Assembly
Dr. Raman Singh,
International = Hockey
Stadium has been estab-
lished in the district, but
with time there is a need
for change. Astroturf and
other sports facilities will
continue to be available to
the district through Sports
Minister Tankram Verma.
The echo of hockey and
tableaux here will always
remain.

Over 10 cr women to be
associated with developed
India campaign: BJP

Raipur, Feb 08: BJP on
Wednesday announced to con-
nect with more than 10 crore
women under the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
pledge of a developed India by
contacting one crore self-help
groups and NGOs under this
campaign across the country.
The target is to connect the
estimated 8 lakh women
belonging to 3.56 lakh groups
of Chhattisgarh with this reso-
lution. Convenor of "Shakti
Vandan" campaign Prabal
Pratap Singh Judev, Co-con-
venor Kishore Mahanand and
Mahila Morcha chief Shalini
Rajput while talking to media
persons here said that the cam-
paign which is continuously
helping people by getting
involved in social work. Women

self-help groups and NGOs
would be associated under the
above campaign. Dialogue pro-
gram of women self-help
groups is to give information
about Prime Minister Modi's
scheme related to women.
Under the Shakti Vandan pro-
gram, programs will be organ-
ized in the entire state from
February 08, in which women of
women self-help groups across
the state will be contacted and
honored. BJP leaders said that
under the Shakti Vandan pro-
gram, there will be an assembly
level Shakti Vandan felicitation
ceremony on 10 and 11
February 2024, in which the sis-
ters of voluntary organizations
and self-help groups who have
played an important role in
social work will be honoured.

Governor Harichandan
met Lal Krishna Aclvanl

) Congratulated him
on receiving Bharat
Ratna Award

Raipur, Feb 08: Governor
Vishwabhushan
Harichandan met former
Deputy Prime Minister Lal
Krishna Advani in New
Delhi on Wednesday and
congratulated him on re-
ceiving the Bharat Ratna
award. The Governor pre-
sented him a bouquet and
the statue of Ramlala as
momento On this occasion,
Governor Harichandan re-
called that he had a close
relationship with Advani
and he used to get impor-
tant advice from former

Deputy Prime Minister Lal
Krishna Advani. The
Governor said that under
the guidance of Lal

Krishna Advani, the state
of Odisha prospered and
moved forward on the path
of progress.

CJ Ramesh Sinha conducts virtual inspection

©® Of District Sessions
Court Jagdalpur

Raipur, Feb 07: Chief
Justice of Chhattisgarh
High Court, Ramesh
Sinha conducted a virtual
inspection of District and
Sessions Court Bastar,
Jagdalpur on Wednesday.
The Chief Justice directed
for speedy disposal of the
pending cases, especially
the old pending cases.
Such pending cases in
which mediation can take
place were also directed
for speedy resolution
through mediation. On
this occasion, Judge N.K.
Vyas was also present who
is also the Portfolio Judge
of District Jagdalpur.
Chief Justice Sinha also
inspected the first aid cen-

ter located in the court
premises and inquired
about the medicines avail-
able there. He directed the
District Judge to make
such arrangements that
doctors are available in
the first aid center for a
few hours every day. He di-
rected all the judges to en-
sure a healthy working en-
vironment and directed
the District Judge to con-
tinuously inspect the
court premises.

The court building was
first inspected by Chief

Justice Sinha. He instruct-
ed to keep these places or-
ganized along with cleanli-
ness in the court premises,
parking, canteen etc. He
gave necessary guidelines
to ensure availability of
clean drinking water in
the campus. The Chief
Justice also took informa-
tion about the ongoing re-
pair works in the court
premises and directed the
concerned to complete
these works soon. He also
inspected the video confer-
encing room, advocate

room, mediation centre,
information centre,
District Legal Services
Authority and Public
Prosecution Office and ex-
pressed satisfaction over
the basic structure of the
building. Chief Justice
Sinha also directed re-
garding leave of officers
and employees that leave
should be granted only
keeping in view the need
of the leave. Officers and
employees should ensure
timely presence in the of-
fice.
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(M Shinde inaugurates 25-acre park

® Names it ‘Namo’

has theme gardens,
fitness zones and

o n’é‘!

e L
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park so that "residents get
a taste of Kashmir and

Int’l Expo to showcase
Global Mining Innovations

CIN - Lis110KAI924PLCO0I 28

as tribute to PM’s recreational spaces Switzerland”.  Shinde ~ REGIONAL OFFICE : KOLKATA
H i ici : i ndl Floor, Promises No. 07)1-0333, Piot Ne. CBO 10013, New Town, Kolkats-T00156.
leadership and is a testament to asked officials to create a Bhubaneswar, Jan 08: with the support of the mm;‘ﬂlr elrpidig e %ma:r:tm

Thane, Feb 08 (PTI):

Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde

the city's commit-
ment to "green ur-
banism and commu-
nity wellbeing", an
official  claimed.

miniature park showcas-
ing the wonders of the
world.

The chief minister inau-
gurated the DLB Degree

The state capital is to
soon host the highly antici-
pated 2nd Odisha Mining &
Infrastructure

ODISHA ASSEMBLY OF
SMALL & MEDIUM EN-
TERPRISES, PHD
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry, and other

Webalte! wes. knrmatakabank.com E-mail: kolkatnarm@ktkbank com

LOCKER BREAK OPEN PUBLIC NOTICE

Thie fellowmg parson win has avaled Wckir taciity has not pald kockar rent of B years
and not cperatad the lockor since 2015 on spite of cur demand notice. Therefore |
péease ke nofice that if the locker nent & ot psid on or before 19-02-2024, The Bank

on Thursday inaugurated "The park has 3,500 College in the city in the International Expo trade bodies, the eXpo | | by constrained tn braak opan the bicker on date mantoned there on at 3,00 p.m
a 25-acre park in Thane trees and will gener- presence of state educa- Organising by Futurex promises to unveil cutting- | | i e branch presises mentionsd below subiectsd to mles and roguistions of the
having more than 3,500 ate 8.84 lakh pounds tion minister Deepak Trade Fair and Events Pvt. edge advancements in min- | | Bank Thir Bans ressrves if ight 1o cancel'postpane the break open do any ot

trees that will generate

8.84 lakh pounds of oxy- A standout feature is Devram Bhoir of the tional B2B trade show on ices, and supplies from |||5: | Dale om which | Lockes Sie | - Nama ol locker Hirer | Salanca of Lacker ranl
. . .. . . Ha | Locker avedlad | nd Humber
gen annually, officials the 31000 square foot Vidya Prasarak Sanstha, global mining and allied around the world. Odisha, s Toan100iE 1B =G raseamanr ST
said. Shinde named the fa- skate park, which is which has built the insti- industry. The trade show renowned as India's miner- 40 ki il i ezl et il
cility 'Namo Grand India's largest. tution, for his contribution  is scheduled to take place al hub, boasts substantial TT: and “"“ﬁ"‘“ﬂg" ; ngﬁ;‘“ » Piat W2 Taank Businass Tawer,
Central Park' and said it There are also plans Maharashtra CM Eknath Shinde  {, education since 1972. from February 15th to 18th  reserves of chromite, nick- | |/ "“'JWE""' e il
was a tribute to Prime tobuild an extension during theinaugurationofGrand  The chief minister later at Baramunda Ground, el, bauxite, man AU C0e Upin 16 Jo L0
o & ; ganese, Date of Break Open: 19.02.2024

Minister Narendra Modi's of the park on a 4.5 Central Park,in Thane, Thursday.  j,ayugurated the Thane Bhubaneshwar Organized iron ore,and coal. :'I'*"f ﬂgﬂlﬁ?‘.ﬂ“ o LBJ.M“

acs: Kol istant General Manages

visionary leadership.

It has been envisioned
on the lines of the iconic
Grand Central Park in
New York and London's
Hyde Park, officials said. It

Wages under MGNREGA inadequate,

of oxygen annually.

acre plot to further
enhance visitor experi-
ence," he said. Speaking on
the occasion, Shinde said
the city has got an "oxygen
park" and directed officials

to ensure its cleanliness is
maintained at all times. He
also asked Thane munici-
pal commissioner Abhijit
Bangar to develop a snow

Kesarkar and commended

taluka sports complex in

Ltd , an exclusive interna-

ing-related products, serv-

Kopri and said its state-of-
the-art facilities will allow
athletes to take part in
state, national and inter-
national events.
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conversent date, without herthar notice and assigning the reasons thensfore

E-awctimn Sale Welloe For Base o kmovesis Aesets under e Secuimtivalies and
econsiruction of Financis) kssets ssd Eaforcsmest of Securly inferesd Act, 2002
sk iy prsrrisdnn b Fraden 8161 of Tha Sessrty intereat | Entorossaney fulns 2003

E-Auction
Date: 27.02.2024

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES

MNotice is heraby given fo the public in general and in particular to the Borrower(s) & Guarantor (s) that the below described immovable propery
martgaged / charged 1o the secured cradilar, the constructive possession of which has bean laken by the authorised officer the Canara Bank

(secured creditor) will be scld on “AS 15 WHERE |5 BASIS, AS |5 WHAT 15 BASIS" & "WHAT EVER THERE 5™ on

Noon to 2.30 pm for recovery of bank dues to the Canara Bank (secured craditor)

27.02.2024 from 12,30

- Name and address Description of Properties & Name | Oemand Notice D1.|  Reserve Price | Branch Name
Says parllamentary panel " Gurors oo . oot | S e
‘@uarantors Out Standing Amt. | Bid Incroment Amt.|  IFSC Code
1. WMra. Ranjnd Manikpuri, | Pt No. 468 (Panl Houss), §fh Floor, Biock-C1. Ph 07.08.2021 Mr. Sandeep Deshmukh
. ! 1 Jurwani_Bhil g . B
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The daily wages paid under  with the rising cost of living,a  laneous works command a daily  said. Manikpurl, Marikputi Miwas, | West- Flal Mo, 474 ? 31.56,643.00 ¥ 2,65,000/- IFSC CODE:
the flagship rural employment  parliamentary panel told gov- ;‘::Erf;h:l:; Shantl Nagar, a0 0 41,2021 Sl CHRBOO01STI
scheme - Mahatma Gandhi ernment on Thursday. It said | [z #] =] [odl /(o) [ 3 = » fituse iierest 7 10,000/ Emaik
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i | Parliamentary Standing | |und parmeof e bessng khasrana 2277% wea] o NH &, Labhand), Raipur|Mrs, Kanchan Nikichalani Area: 750 Sqf 11.07.2023 Lot G.E. Road, Raipur
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o e e e Laxman Rao., Rallway|MNo-AL Fest Flooh Mohats - Kaunnbhatha, PH Mo, - 07.04.2021 T 16.30.000/- (Mo, 9425502148)
2. #@mvd mifugd sfue Colony, Staten Pars, Ward| 44, Ward No. 44, Kaiembhatha. Khasara No- 486110 Branct
% i B Tl e b S Lighe No - B, Ditt. Rajnandgaan, | (7). 40677 40654, Rejnandyson (CG) Aras- 812 10.12.2021 m:rmy
R $o 2t o gl e, j Chitatlsgar - 487441, sl Boundaries of the Property- East- Read, West-| ¥ 24,33,788.44 % 1,63,000/- [ESE CODE.
qqiﬂ?:'.m.mu 00 T DEHAHD HuTIcE 2.8 K. Laxman Rao Sio K. | Sellor House. North- Road, South- Sallar Houss. a8 o0 07 (420 CNREDGIS1AE
mMH B W feET, TS a0, e e e Bhima Rao, Failway Colony, Stabon Para Ward Mo-8. Distt Ra| nandgaon, ® fishuno ¥osetest * 10.000/- Emazil:
a1 A reiE- 1 TiEm A (IN PURSUA/ WITH SE OF THE SARFAESI ACT..20 Chhatlisgurh-43 1441 & costh. mpnnies s : cb$t 468 canarabani o
15001 /4 = 4E, it g3, asd, | |60 Housng Fnanos Lit |wum;mxtwdfmmﬂm‘\| indomang bormewe_s] o Wonigage ressdontis promses by croaling gufiat | 1 1. St Banju Singh Rajput]| Residential fial @1 Snushma Aparrmen) Bicck B, Fial Mr. Shiv Shakti Shankar
365 3;:'-:5 A A S hatigage i faver of GICHFL The repaymant ol ibe kaeds] is imeguiar and B accootits] s fnally ditzsdied as Mon-Porforming Asset in accordance | | Wio Rokesh Singh Rajput, H E: -nfd ﬂlﬂmMMWszhnhham %ﬁl’% 12.05.2021 t 15,65.000/- (Mo 9425502146)
" with diraciions and [juidedngs of Msiono! Housing Back Mo A7S5M, Ward No-16, |4, Ward o4, . Khasara gy Brafch
3 e ﬂ:iﬂ% ?;Wa"rﬁ"?: GICHFL has Merelons invoked iy righls undie seciion 13 (2] f the SARFARSE ACT, 2002 andt caeed o P Borrowess) 10 repaty the 1] | Labour Colany, Rajnnndgaons | (351 40637, 4568/84, Rapandgaon (CGLAres- B12 sqh, 23.00.2021 7 1,56.500/ :J#',;m BT
¥R et dus mertondd thesen w60 dinys from ihe dete.of fhe said Damand nobcets) 491441 (C.G5.) Boundaries of the Property- East- Hosd, West-| ¥ 19 80.332.62 8l - IE e
et et w1 ity S| | Tho bermawesi} i harsery g caled Lgioe a.giscy 10 pay 1 Saie 101 ek s I charmes Bain: intores| accruod b ot witn B0 sy reen s | | 2. Shrl Rakesh Singh Saller House, Niorth- Road. Soulh- Raeni Singh Houss: H;n 12.05 2021 m;m
GiEa silv Sfsfy T wEe | faske ol notee g tech GICHFL thl roscr o ad e sy oI bl riies b TAKE POSSESSION offie s progety e dspose i | | Riajpast, Sl Madiveshwar Singh Rajput, H No. 17501, VWard No-5, Labour * lubun ¥intost ¥ 10,000/ Emalt
_gﬂgﬁm:r_ 2008 it 14 # §oa mﬂu:slnhn rrlcﬁwi ag-!rt::m ;.-‘n‘r-:-uwimnu dins amonnt. The bonmewis i) is aben restrmened from ssanating o crasbing Thed pasy Inlenat on the Colony, Fajnanogson . 481441 (C.6.) [ S ]
wifrvlt o RRIHT et g w  fiee | PTG £ PR 1. Mis Harish Al that part and parcel of factory land and bullding a! 5
p | [sa7 nameor e CUTEWONG | garpor | OUTSTANDNG : LR P Kioss g "ol 11.04.2023 ]| T e
#?_-H fr Rt i S o [ ® Ee——— WSO8 DEssspen | |Enmineering, Propristor Mr.|Flot No. 80, Knasara No. 41111 & 413110 (Part), Ph. ¥ 43,92,000/ {Mo. B&33000568)
el N g ST @ ATy OWER IADORE AGER 0 LG CERAND Tikoram Chandel Sio Late| N, 13 measuring 720 Sq. bt Situated ot viltage. SME Bhilai Branch
o A iftD gt ek mﬁmmun m FILE PROPERTY R alier 'ILFE ?nwmutuﬁ.l Shri Harlchand, Fisl No. B0, Hmrmnmq. EE':rlsﬁt%ﬂﬁng nim& Fga'tym k';nuwial ama | 07.07.2023 - o m}:“
# Tt 2EaE ge e ukf‘- T W“ﬁ‘ Enginasring Park, Hoavy fathhoy, lah, Distt- Dung C.6. 4 1 ¥ ; .z‘lmf..
S SN | el - - indusiral Aree. Hathkhoj | Boundaries: Norih: Road, South; Piol Mo, #a | ¥ 1,74,22.588.08 IFSC CODE:
i : Tz:?nrqﬁ F#i';mﬁ"m 1 ﬁ.iﬂ’iﬁ-’f !;ﬂi Pﬁﬁyglgﬂm&wﬂﬂa%fu RS 330N (0002004 |Re 3330600 | | Bhital, Distt- Dung GG 490011, | East: Piot No. 81, West : Piot o, 78 500 2.04.2023 CHRE0002548
‘1M2,‘-E_-2.ELE c i ﬁﬁ it %gﬂ COITTBMNNTIRARUR |CH HATTISCARH I COBE- 430001 | ! 2, Mr. Tikaram Chandel S/o Late Shri Harichand, Hanshyam Houss, Houss Mo, SR %10,000/- e
afeem g giiam i P stk Z ! L #4T, Straat Mo, 5i8. Shany Magar, Supel Bhilal, Dist-Durg, ©.G. 400023 & costs. npenses g ; chI54R4 canarsoanicom
i A suRem o8 £ oo 4 1 JAGJEEVANGINGH [RH_NO-TORUEE  TORIT, PHNO V083840, | RS TresEI | 060012024 | e TTOZEIL:
sy fieey oty winker® 6 JORMARBINGH GAUD | |HOUSE NOo 3, BHRI VIAAR, VEER SHIVAJI] B | 1. Mis Maheshwari|1. Al the pan & parcel of frea hold open land 01.03.2023 B3,02.000/ bir. Dev Prakash Garp
T ST A T < T e COOTGO0000TTORARFLR | WARD NO. 07, MEAR SAl MANDIR. Technocast Limited, |silusted al PC oo 30018, khasm no, 10762, ' i ~ (Mo BSTR083126)
W T 28 WEEd, 2024 Ft 6 {EDHDAARA n;rmuuftm_ AALHUR o 5 1. Mr. Prashant | 107613 towards easi of Tandula, Villaga- Bhilel Maim Branch
RETEY T AT #‘-cﬁ.ﬂ' A et [T T e l ::"r:rtlrfmas?d :;r:?:: IR, LRSUNAC L) ) Mot Manis of b cacsid A'e oo, 20FTTIATL
: : ' JOBAL SINGH BHALLA. | KHNO-3!1, 4072, 26/ PART, PH MO- 10457 SRR A . B=1, i
sy R 3 ! A ¥ RS L5406 1 IO 2024 | Re dB0840 Gyan Kaur, South- Land of Ra|kumar, East - Land IESC CODE:
ittt ||| S MRt | ot S, S1n o et Laod o awoni 6.90.05256.04 cistns
MR ettt ovteoramsndustoriatrdt i o -~ cmrh e e e Hln;:u!n Mantrl Wis Shr | 2 the part & parcal of pent hoose (multistoned | TaT5 Email:
'\'!'HETJ Dite: 09-02-2024 Place; RAIPUR Sd, Authorised 0fficer,GIC HOUSING FINANCE LTD Surseh Mantrl. B-1. Mantri residantial building) siuated at flat ng 154, 6° floor, B8 On 49206 o canzrabani cam
- - Nikatan, Street-3, Sundar|CHPL - Sikatur, situated heside street No, 1-4,|  $112.2023
Magar Bhilal, 3, Mrs. Sl Nagar, Junwani. Bhial, Durg (C.G.) North-
Aad har Hous‘ng Flnance Ltdl .l_\ Kavita Mantrl Wie Shri, Rﬂﬂﬂ, South- Lﬂh'h'!r ardd Nat no 15,".'r East- falro conts, .m:unm‘ ate
Corporate Difice: Linit No.BO2, Natra] Rustomijes. Wesiem Express Highway and MV Road, Andhast (East), Mumbai-400069 Prashant Mantrl, B-1, 153 West-faino 155
Bhilai Branch : Hall No-1, 2nd Fioor Crescent Plaza , Gufdwara Road, 0pg. Utsav Palace Diurg-481001,(06). ;“:;‘E‘gﬂi‘;;‘;‘r“;;mi"”"a 10,000/-
Auiharised Oiticer : Ashwin Shanma, Mob.:- TR9T112220 :
Mis, T h & k u r| Property 1- immovable: Pac of Khasans No. 438(00d)

PE R RP NS OF SARF ACT, 2 Petrochamicals, Propriotor;| and 438/1-2-3{Maw), Amsa 1719 Hed, Situied ol 24.08.2021 3,46,20,000/- | e Dev Prakash Garg
Whereas e Authortsed Oficar, Aadhar Housing Finance Limites [AHFL) has taken Me Possession /s 13(4) of e Securlisation & Reconstrection of Financial Assets ::; mﬂﬂ;gﬂrh’;ﬁ'ﬂ:r 1"m . Hgﬂﬁ?mfn:?fg‘:;"]m NO-131, Tehall-| 24 01,2023 34,62,000/- (Mo, BE19063120)
and Enformamant of Security imterest Act, 2002 (The SARFAESH Act, 2002) of the praperty {“the Secured Asse1”) given below The Authorised Qiicer has receved offerof | | akhe Nagar Chowk. m“:‘d; On the suuflh- Land of Usiniaan Bhai, O 7 m";;;;lﬁ
Sabe from some Interestad party agamst the above mentioned Secured Azsel undar the SARFAES! Act for recovery of the Secured Debl. Now, the Aithorsed Officeris | | Mahadevghet Road, Ralpur & | the Narth- Piol of Kanish Fatims, On the Wasi- Land iF-SII] e
haratiy giving e Hotice 1o Saby of the above said proparty theough Privata Treaty in torms of rule 8 and 8 of the Security fnterest (Enforcement] Fules 2002 Tha Detaile | | Mrs. Hemilata Thakur Wie | of Sartosh Thakur, On the East- Belshata 4 T?M.ﬁﬂﬂ 83 :

ol the Accowitare a5 follows mn':?\asm“ Lmhulr. Proparty 2 - Movable: Hypathecation of Plant & 2.02,14,000/- cunmmu
Il vihar Colaay, Daganla. | Machinery located at Part of Khasara No. 438(0d) 2002021 :
Wamie of the Borrowes Demand Reserye | Total Duistanding gseri Opposite Paras Kirana S1ore, | ang 4381-2-3(New), Area 1.718 Hedl, Sitated ot  + Rt intemest 20,21,400/- | cupruneanmrabani com
Loan “"L:'m" Notice Date I"ri' RP Loan Amount as on D ptioeof the Raigyr. village - Urka, RIC- Athanpar, PG NO.-131. Tehail-| & cots, sxparses we
Code No. & Amount ce (RP)| gate (05-12-2023) Secured Assel Alsmnpur, Diairics - Ragie (GG, ) 10,000/~

Shivkumar Verma 7 - Al that Pieca and Parcel of the progerty bearing, Pt NOGPH Mr Jaswant Singh Bhatti 8o EMT of Land and Bulding aitusted sl piet no. 08, 10202 Mir. Dev Prakash
onomesy|  {Bortowen) it oo N 14 19K N0 705 5 Ward o 14 Tensé st Durg Nearot || | Shri Sstnam Singn. @it o | Knasca No. 1442111, 144311, 1444128, Kaiosn| 0310.2023 $26,85,000)- | (Mo, ss1a0m3120)
03000000880/ i & | i iy 21, Vivek Magar. Housing|MNognn Villngo- Kursd, PH No. 19, Tohsi snd Dt Bhilzi Main Branch

Neelam Verma - | FveTh won | Budaho Talah Kohka, Ourg, Chhattisgarh, 490023 Y 05.12.2023
@hikai Branch 125000/ | Frve Thowsand Save ) G cG 0.01 hackars,
] t 7,80, 506/ ’ y Board Caolony, Bhilal —|Dug(CG)comprisingaraa- Ajts Mo, 200272434
{Co-Borrower) a9, Hundead Sisty Seveny | Boumdaries: Fast: Remalning fand OF sefler, West 200035 Boundaries: North- Plot of Ritesh Pathak, South- ¥ 2,66,500/-
Ont) Remaining land Ofselies Nosth: Pravesn land, South: Fioad ' Plotof Kaph Noguaniani, East- 20 Road, Weat-Pitof| ¢ 16,86,663.80 : Ao o
Rathar 5800

The Authaeised oificer will hold sucton for sale of the Secured Asset on 'As is wheno i Basis’, 'As 15 what |s basis” and ‘Whatever is therm is basis’. AHFL i nol responsibie # fubuew inharest ¥ 10,000/- Emall:
for sy labilities whatsoever pending upon the said property. The Authorised DRicer reservas: the right fo accept or reject the offar withoul assigning any reason A ol augnthee al cEO29BE canarausnk.com
whatsgives and sl will be subjuct 1o conflrmation h'.l'S'_DﬂlJfﬂﬂ Cruditor. On e scceptance of olter of proposed buynr fesfehe 8 redulted to dapesil 25% of accepted price | | Terms and Conditions: A, Auction | bidding shall be only through “Online Elecironic Bidding” through the website
};ﬁrlﬂsmgﬂisﬂim:!crﬂ;?:ﬂﬁ‘iwﬂm l:;';’*gtﬂ Immﬂﬂﬁtlf?:n: 1hia W:ﬁﬂhmrm! shall tt"!ll::'i':l‘:ﬁl'“' F“"l‘-r:“; *“r"_'l"“ ‘?h[_r’:;]“"tl_ days mﬁ;“’ am;ﬁ"’“ o1 | www.indianbankseauction.com, Bidders are advised 1o go through the website for detailed terms before taking part in the &

et ny the Secured Greditor, The proposed Buyer is to note at i case of tallure of payment of balance amount by him/hiar within the time specied, the amountalready | | ) <o sale proceedings. B. The properly can be inspected, with Prior Appointmant with Authorised Officer Date on 26.02.2024 at
deposited shall stand forfeited and property will be resold accordingly
This ks 16 DAYS SALE MOTICE UNDER SARFAESI ACT, 2002 is foreby ghven fo fhe pubiic [n general and in particulat ta the Borrower (s), Co-Bamower (5) and Guarantoe | | 10-308m. €. EMD amount of 10% of the Resarve Price is fo be deposited by way of Demand draft in favour of Authorized Cfficer of
[5) that the abave described immavabis property mongaged/chargait 1o he Secired Creditor, the Physical Passession of which has bean taken by the Authosised Officer | | @bove mentioned branchis respectively OR shall be deposited through RTGSINEFT/Fund Transfer io credi of account of of above
of Agfhar Houstg Finance Limited (AHFL) Sscured Creditor, will be sald pn*As s where 157, "As s what i, and “Whatever thera is” and to fhe amount fueta Aadhar | | mentioned branches respactively on or before 26.02.2024, 5:00 pm. D. The successful bidder shall deposit 25% of the sale price
Hausing Finance Ltd., in full bedore the dite of sale, auction is Kabde 1o be stopped. linclusive of EMD already paid), immediately on declaring him/her as the succassful bidder and the balance within 15 days from the
It the Borrower|s), Co-borrowee(s) has any buyer who I6 ready to purchase the moftgage property/secured asset &t price above th ghven reserve price of then | | gain of confirmation of sale By the secured creditor, ITihe successiul bidder fails to pay the sale price within the period stated above,
Borrower(s), Co-borrowen(s) must intimate to AHFL on or befare 24-02-2024, AHFL shall give preferenca to him. |f Borrowear(s), co-borrower(s) faiis to infimata on o ¥ y

. : ol A ' ’ v {he deposil mads by him shall be forfetbed by he Authonsed Officer without any notice and propenty shall forthaith e put up for sale
betore 24-02-2024 the AHFL will proceed sale-of property af above given reserve prica. : : ;
The Diati of Auction is Hasd for 24-02-2024. again. E. For further details contact Branch Manager of respactive branches OR Authorised Officer OR the service provider Mfs
Place : Chhaitisgarh {Authorised Officer) Canbank Computer Service Lid., Help Line E-mall 1D ::- eauctionf@cesl.co.n. or www.canarabank.com,
Date : 09-02-2024 LI ERE R A Date: 08.02.2024, Place: Raipur (C.G.) Authorized Officer, Canara Bank
[ ) () [ ) () [ ) [ ]
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SECLgets
new DlrectorTechnlcaI
Project &Planning

® N Franklin
Jayakumar takes
charge as Director
Technical (Project
& Planning SECL)

Korba, Feb 08:

N. Franklin Jayakumar
assumed office as Director
Technical (Project &
Planning) of SECL on Feb
7. On the occasion of as-
suming charge of
Jayakumar, SECL CMD
Dr. Prem Sagar Mishra,

Functional Directors,
CVO, SECL Steering
Committee = members,

Company Welfare Board
members, various heads of
departments, officers and
employees congratulated
and conveyed their best
wishes to him.

Before coming to SECL,
N. Franklin Jayakumar
was working as Executive
Director Coal
Coordination and Project
Head, Talabira II & III
OCP, at NLC India
Limited. He has over 31
years of extensive experi-
ence in the coal industry
working in the field of de-
velopment, operation and

management of coal proj-
ects in various govern-
ment and private compa-
nies located in India and
abroad.

N. Franklin Jayakumar
graduated in Mining
Engineering from College
of Engineering, Guindy,
Anna University, Chennai
in 1992. Along with this, he
has also earned Post
Graduate Diploma in
Environmental
Engineering and
Management from Central
University, Hyderabad and
MBA (Human Resource
Management) degree from
Alagappa University,
Tamil Nadu. Along with
this, he has also earned
First Class Mine
Managers Certificate of
Competency from the
Directorate General of
Mine Safety:

Marar Patel Samaj celebrates
Shakambhari Mahotsav
e o

® Former Minister
Ajay Chandrakar
advocates modern
agriculture

Rajim, Feb 08:

The vibrant spirit of the Marar
Patel Samaj shone brightly
during the celebration of
Shakambhari Mahotsav in the
Magarlod Tehsil of Rajim Raj.
Amidst rituals and fervour, the
society came together to hon-
our Ma Shakambhari, culmi-
nating in a grand procession
through the village of
Mohrenga.

Former minister and Kurud
MLA Ajay Chandrakar, gracing
the occasion as the chief
guest, urged the Marar Patel
community to blend tradition
with modernity in their agri-

cultural pursuits. Recognizing
their significant role as farm-
ers, Chandrakar emphasized
the importance of leveraging
new technologies and modern
methods to enhance agricul-
tural productivity.

In attendance were dignitaries
including Tehsil President
Santosh Patel, State Convener
Rajendra Nayak, and Executive
President Tejram Patel, among
others. They echoed
Chandrakar's sentiments,
highlighting the rich history
and contributions of the Marar
society to public service and
education.

The event showcased the soci-
ety's unity and commitment to
social welfare, exemplified
through the organized distri-
bution of free vegetables, fos-
tering a sense of goodwill and
harmony among people from
all walks of life.

m BSP hospitals
becomes referral
centers

Dalli-Rajhara, Feb 08:

The largest town of
Balod district, Dalli-
Rajhara, has a group of
iron ore mines and the
population of this city is
around 50 thousand. But
till date the facility of gov-
ernment hospital has not
been available for health
facilities in this city,
though a hospital has been
established by BSP for its
employees, but there is
complete lack of facilities
there too. It is being told
that in today's situation
the hospital run by BSP
has become a mere refer-
ral centre and here due to
lack of facilities, all the pa-
tients are referred to
Bhilai Sector 9 Hospital.

The chimneys of Bhilai
Steel Plant have been
burning for many decades
thanks to the Rajhara iron

mines and the raw iron is
being dug from the mines
here and sent to Bhilai
Steel Plant. The local BSP
management has continu-
ously snatched away the
basic facilities provided in
the field of health educa-
tion in Dalli-Rajhara area
and now they have started
providing the same basic
facilities in Raoghat
Narayanpur area, due to
which there is anger

High Court order stay on
effect and operation of order
passed by Katghora Tehsildar

Korba, Feb 08:

On the petition filed in
the land dispute case, the
High Court has stayed the
effect and operation of the
order passed by Katghora
Tehsildar.

Petitioner Jyoti Trivedi's
advocate Suresh Kumar
Sharma, Vice President
District Advocates
Association said that Jyoti
Trivedi's father-in-law Ram
Prakash Trivedi father
Ram Gopal caste Brahmin
resident of Katghora has
sold Khasra No. 673 area no.
0032ha/0.08A land to the
seller Siya Ram father
Bechuram caste. The sale
registration was duly done
from Jaiswal resident of
Katghora on 23 September
1982 at the sub-registrar of-
fice Katghora.

The said land was con-
verted on 21 August 1982.
Thereafter, the converted
land was duly registered by
Ram Prakash Trivedi, fa-
ther-in-law  of  Jyoti
Trivedi's husband Sunil
Trivedi. While registering
the said land in the year
1982, it was clearly men-
tioned that the land is situ-
ated on a pit. It is still adja-
cent to the house built on
the land of Jyoti Trivedi
(applicant). Due to the
death of the buyer Ram
Prakash Trivedi, it is being
registered in the revenue
records in the name of his
son Sunil Trivedi. After the
purchase, the said land is
being occupied by Ram
Prakash Trivedi and his

legal heirs. Jyoti Trivedi, on
vacant land, got the water
filled in the pit drained out
and got the earthwork done
on her land and got the
house constructed, an appli-
cation filed by Syed
Ushman Ali President Old
Jama Masjid Katghora be-
fore Tehsildar Korba under
Section 250 3)
Chhattisgarh. B.R.S.
Application form submit-
ted. In the application form,
the land of Jama Masjid
Katghora was declared to be
in the possession of Wagqf
Board. An attempt has been
made to evict the applicant
Jyoti Trivedi's family's land
by claiming it as their own.
Due to which the applicants
Jyoti Trivedi and Sunil
Trivedi got extremely upset
and presented a petition in
the High Court, in which
the order passed by the
High Court on 23 January
2024 by Tehsildar Katghora
dated 19 December 23 and a
three-day order to remove
the tin shed imposed by the
applicant has been given.

Keeping in view the facts,
the High Court does not
have the jurisdiction to con-
sider the Revenue Court,
hence the effect and opera-
tion of the order passed by
the Katghora Tehsildar has
been stayed. In the present-
ed petition, Secretary of
Revenue Department,
District Collector Korba
Sub-Divisional  Officer
(Revenue), Katghora
Tehsildar Katghora, Waqf
Board and others have been
made parties.

among the residents of
Dalli-Rajhara area. Area
residents say that when
the BSP management had
to excavate and transport
iron ore from the Dalli-
Rajhara area to the mine,
it had provided health edu-
cation and basic basic fa-
cilities within a radius of
15 kilometers.

After which now gradu-
ally all the facilities have
been closed and dozens of

Nearly 43.83 lakh
beneficiaries
applied online

Raipur, Feb 08:

Renewal of all 77 lakh ration cards
is currently in progress under public
distribution system of Chhattisgarh.
The work of Ration Card Renewal
was commenced on January 25. As
of February 07, 43 lakh 83 thousand
497 ration card holders across the
state have submitted online appli-
cations for renewal. People are also
submitting their applications for
renewal of ration cards through the
mobile app of Food and Civil
Supplies Department. It is notewor-
thy that the process of ration card
renewal was started from 25
January and it will go on till 15
February 2024. According to the
information received from the
department, out of the total 2 lakh
21 thousand 809 applications
received across the state, 1 lakh 70
thousand 872 applications have
been received from Balod district,
which is highest in the state.
Second highest number of online
applications in the state have been
received from Kanker district.

schools that were running
were also closed. On the
other hand, on behalf of
Bhilai Steel Plant, Bhoomi
Pujan has been done for
the establishment of
health center building in
Khoraggaon to provide
better health facilities in
Raoghat mine area. Under
Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) activ-
ities in Rawghat Iron Ore
Mining Project of Bhilai

Steel Plant, drmkmg
water system in mining af-
fected villages and other
villages of the district, and
B.Sc Nursing course being
conducted by Bhilai Steel
Plant to the girls of
Narayanpur-Abujhmad
area.

Ramakrishna Mission
Ashram has also been pro-
vided funds for construc-
tion of OPD building to
provide health services in
Kundla and Akabeda of
Abujhmad area and at the
same time, mobile medical
services are being provid-
ed by BSP in Raoghat
mine area through
Ramakrishna Mission
Ashram. Recently, on
March 23, an MoU was
signed between SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant and
Ramakrishna Mission
Ashram, Narayanpur for
operating a health center
through Ramakrishna
Mission Ashram to pro-
vide better health facilities
in Khodgaon of Raoghat
mine area.

Commissioner takes meeting of Dean
and Health Department officials

Bilaspur, Feb 08:

Divisional
Commissioner Shikha
Rajput Tiwari held a meet-
ing of officials and re-
viewed the progress of the
ongoing  construction
works and schemes to
strengthen health servic-
es. Expressing dissatisfac-
tion over the slow progress
of the construction works,
she directed the construc-
tion agency CGMSC to
complete the work expedi-
tiously.

The Commissioner has
asked to make a roster and
organize blood donation
camps throughout the
year to collect large quan-
tities of blood donations.
Deans of the three govern-
ment medical colleges of
the division, nodal officers
of the blood bank, CGMSC
and health department of-
ficials were present in the
meeting.

Mrs. Rajput inquired
about the active blood
banks operating in the dis-
trict and appealed to the
people to come forward to
donate blood to bridge the

gap between the demand
and availability of blood

for treatment. The
Commissioner gave in-
structions to speed up the
ongoing construction
work in all three govern-
ment medical colleges of
the division including
SIMS. She said that the
priority of the ongoing
work should be decided
and the work which is of
greater need should be
completed first.

The Medical College of

m H]

Raigarh is located 7 Kilo-
meters away from the city;
therefore, instructions
were given to the district
administration to consider
the possibility of running
city buses for the trans-
portation of patients. She
said that increasing health
facilities and improving
services is the priority of
the state government and
all the problems will be re-
moved and excellent level
services will be provided
to the public.

Vigilance urged against fake
Mahtari Vandan Yojana websites

Korea, Feb 08:

Authorities have issued
a cautionary notice regard-
ing the circulation of a
fake website purportedly
linked to the Mahtari
Vandan Yojana on social
media platforms. The pub-
lic is urged to exercise vigi-
lance and refrain from en-
gaging with misleading
news, phone calls, mes-
sages, or unauthorized
websites associated with
the scheme.

Beneficiaries are re-
minded to exclusively ac-
cess the official govern-
ment website,
https://www.mahtarivan-
dan.cgstate.gov.in, for accu-
rate information and appli-
cation processes related to
the Mahtari Vandan
Yojana. Cooperation from
the public is crucial in
curbing the spread of mis-
information and rumors
surrounding the initiative.

In the event of any is-
sues or inquiries concern-

ing the Mahtari Vandan
Yojana, individuals are en-
couraged to contact the
Women and Child
Development Department
via the designated helpline
numbers: 7898486071,
9753165672, 7000427275,
7694081575. Prompt assis-
tance will be provided to
address concerns and en-
sure smooth implementa-
tion of the scheme.

As enthusiasm grows
among women to avail
themselves of the scheme's
benefits, applications have
been pouring in since the

launch on February 5. A
total of 2035 applications
have been received through
camps organized across
various Gram Panchayats
in the district. With the ob-
jective of fostering women

empowerment, the
Mahtari Vandan Yojana is
set to commence state-
wide implementation on
March 1, 2024. Both online
and offline registration fa-
cilities are available at des-
ignated Gram Panchayats
and Anganwadi centers to
facilitate widespread par-
ticipation.

School girl commits suicide after accusing teacher of harassment

Based on the investigation, the teacher was booked
under Indian Penal Code section 305 (abetment of sui-
cide of child), the official said adding that further in-
vestigation was underway. In the suicide note written
in English and dated February 6, the girl claimed the
ID cards of her and her two friends were snatched by
the teacher. "My friends told me that she is dangerous
and she (will) take you to headmistress and also call
your parents. I was scared and decided to kill myself,"
she wrote, while holding the teacher responsible for
the extreme step. The girl also requested that her
friends be saved from getting punished.

Ambikapur, Feb 08:

A 12-year-old girl al-
legedly committed suicide
by hanging herself at
home in Chhattisgarh's
Surguja district after ac-
cusing a woman teacher
from her school of harass-
ing her, police said on

Thursday.
The accused teacher
was arrested on

Wednesday based on a sui-
cide note found in the vic-
tim's room, City
Superintendent of Police
(Ambikapur) Smruthik
Rajnala said.

The Class 6 student of a
private school was found
hanging from the ceiling
in a room of her house in
Darripara area under
Manipur police station
limits late Tuesday night,

he said. A suicide note was
found in the room in
which the girl accused the
teacher of harassing her,
he said.

"A forensic team collect-
ed evidence from the spot
and the post-mortem was
conducted. Statements of
the girl's parents, students
and teachers of the school
were recorded. The sui-
cide note was examined by
a handwriting expert," he
said.

Based on the investiga-
tion, the teacher was
booked under Indian
Penal Code section 305
(abetment of suicide of
child), the official said
adding that further inves-
tigation was underway.

In the suicide note writ-
ten in English and dated
February 6, the girl

claimed the ID cards of
her and her two friends
were snatched by the
teacher.

"My friends told me that
she is dangerous and she
(will) take you to head-
mistress and also call your
parents. I was scared and
decided to Kkill myself," she

wrote, while holding the
teacher responsible for the
extreme step.

The girl also requested
that her friends be saved
from getting punished.

The deceased's father, a
government officer, told
reporters that he was on a
two-day visit to Raipur

and his daughter spoke to
him over a video call at
6.30 pm (on Tuesday) but
did not tell him anything.

"She wrote on the sui-
cide note please don't give
punishment to my
friends," he said and al-
leged that teachers at the
school tortured the stu-
dents

He also claimed that
when his daughter was in
the nursery class, another
teacher harassed and
thrashed her after he
spoke to her about not
teaching properly.

"My daughter stopped
telling me about the ha-
rassment as whenever par-
ents visit school to speak
to teachers over some is-
sues, the next day teachers
take revenge and torture
students," he said.

Lot of enthusiasm among women to fill the forms

Jagdalpur, Feb 08:

Women have shown
special eagerness to avail
the benefits of the scheme
under Mahtari Vandan
Yojana in the district. A
lot of enthusiasm is being
seen among women in the
special camps organized
in urban and rural areas
to fill the application
forms under this scheme.
Women have expressed
their happiness towards
this scheme and happi-
ness is visible on their
faces. This initiative of
the government towards
promoting women em-

powerment is unique.
Enthusiasm and happi-
ness are visible among the
women during the entire
process of getting com-
plete information about

the scheme, giving docu-
ments and filling the
forms. On talking about
this, Asmati Kashyap, a
resident of Lalbagh of
Jagdalpur city, said in the

local Halbi dialect that all
the women are very
happy that an amount of
Rs 1000 will come into our
account every month. She
will use the amount re-
ceived under this scheme
for vegetables and other
needs. He thanked the
Prime Minister and Chief
Minister for this scheme.
Vijay Ward resident
Preeti Bakka said that
Mahtari Vandan Yojana is
very good for women. The
amount received from this
scheme will be used for
household purposes and
some amount will be
saved. Describing this

scheme as a meaningful
initiative towards the em-
powerment of women,
Aadawal resident Swati
Rao said that she will use
the amount received
under Mahtari Vandan
Scheme to fulfill her small
needs. Rukmini and
Krishnadevi of Aadawal
also expressed happiness
and thanked Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and Chief Minister
Vishnu Dev Sai for the
Mahtari Vandan Yojana.
It is noteworthy that
Mahtari Vandan Yojana
has been started by the
state government with the

aim of empowering
women towards economic
self-reliance, continuous
improvement in their
health and nutritional
level and strengthening
their role in family deci-
sions.

Under the scheme, an
amount of Rs 1000 per
month will be provided to
eligible women through
DBT. The last date for re-
ceiving applications under
the scheme is 20 February
2024 and the amount will
be transferred to the bank
accounts of eligible
women beneficiaries on 8
March 2024.
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Pakistan: Counting begins in general

election marred Dy sporadlc violence
. o3

Islamabad, Feb 08 (PTI):

Counting of votes began
in Pakistan following con-
clusion of the polling on
Thursday in an election
marred by crackdown on
jailed ex-prime minister
Imran Khan's party, spo-
radic violence and connec-
tivity issues after the gov-
ernment suspended mo-
bile and internet services
to foil suspected terror at-
tacks. The polling started
at 8.00 AM and continued
without any break till 5.00
PM. A countrywide public
holiday was declared to en-
able more than 12 crore
voters to cast their ballots.
The time for voting ended
but the people present in-
side the premises of the
polling stations were al-
lowed to cast their votes.
The polling percentage is
not yet known.

The results of individ-
ual polling stations have
started to pour in from
across the country after
the mandatory one hour
restriction elapsed. But it

People hold their national identification cards as they wait
their turn to cast vote at outside a polling station during
the country’s parliamentary elections in Multan, Pakistan,

Thursday, Feb. 8.

may take a couple of
hours before the complete
result of any constituency
is available. In total 266
National Assembly seats
were up for grabs out of
336, but polling was post-
poned on at least one seat
after a candidate was
killed in a gun attack in
Bajaur. Another 60 seats
are reserved for women
and 10 for minorities, and

Mobile services suspended in
Pakistan due to security threats

Islamabad, Feb 08 (PTI):

Mobile services in
Pakistan have been sus-
pended due to the "deterio-
rating security situation",
the caretaker government
said on Thursday as the
people were voting to elect
a new administration, a
day after twin terror at-
tacks Killed at least 30 peo-
ple.

The interior ministry
said it has decided to "tem-
porarily suspend mobile
services across the coun-
try" in light of the "deteri-
orating security situa-
tion".

In a statement, the min-
istry said, "Recent surge in
terrorist activities result-
ing in precious lives have
stirred the security envi-
ronment in the country."

Therefore, it added,
"need has arisen to take
measures to safeguard
against" security threats.

Meanwhile, voters
across Pakistan on
Thursday began voting in
the general elections to
elect a new government to
rule the cash-strapped
country.

The polling started at
8.00 AM and will continue
without any break till 5.00
PM. A countrywide public
holiday has been declared
to enable a total of
128,585,760 registered vot-
ers to cast their votes.

Mobile services have
been suspended across the
country and the Election
Commission of Pakistan's
(ECP) 8300 SMS service
has also been affected,
ARY News reported.

——1 SPACEX FALCON 9 ROCKET |——

A SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket on NASA's Plankton, Aerosol Cloud Ocean Ecosystem
(PACE) mission lifts off from Space Launch Complex 40 at the Cape Canaveral Air
Force Station in Cape Canaveral, Fla., Thursday, Feb. 8. The spacecraft is equipped
with instruments to assess the health of the oceans by measuring the distribution of
phytoplankton, tiny plants and algae.

are allotted to the winning
parties based on propor-
tional representation. A
party must win 133 seats
out of 265 being contested
to form the next govern-
ment. Nawaz Sharif, the
74-year-old three-time for-
mer premier who is eying
the premiership for a
record fourth term, has ex-
pressed confidence that
his Pakistan Muslim

League-Nawaz (PML-N)
party would win elections.

The Election
Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) said it has resolved
76 poll-related complaints,
which were received
throughout the day.

According to the ECP
spokesperson  Haroon
Shinwari, most of the
complaints were of a "nor-
mal nature" involving con-
frontations between politi-
cal workers in different
areas which were resolved
on the spot.

Soon after the voting
started, mobile services in
Pakistan were suspended
due to the "deteriorating
security situation", a day
after twin terror attacks
killed at least 30 people in
Balochistan province.

Despite the suspension
of cellular and internet
services, a large number of
people across Pakistan ex-
ercised their right to vote
to elect lawmakers for na-
tional and provincial as-
semblies - on 855 con-
stituencies.

| LANDSLIDE-HIT VILLAGE |

Rescuers carry a body from the landslide-hit village of Masara in Maco, Davao de Oro province, southern
Philippines on Thursday Feb. 8. A landslide in the southern Philippines left a number of villagers dead and several
others missing, including miners waiting in buses for a ride home, officials said Wednesday.

India does not trust US to lead; played smart
by staying close with Ru551a Nikki Haley

Washington,Feb 08 (PTI):

Indian-American
Republican presidential
candidate Nikki Haley has
said that India wants to be
a partner with the US but
considers it "weak" and is
playing "smart" by staying
close to Russia from where
it gets a lot of their mili-
tary equipment.

"I have dealt with India
too. I have got to say, I
have dealt with India too.
I have talked with (Prime
Minister Narendra) Modi.
India wants to be a part-
ner with us. They don't
want to be a partner with
Russia," Haley, 52, said.

Haley, the only
Republican candidate in
the race for the party's
nomination against

Donald Trump, said that
New Delhi has played
smart in the current glob-
al situation and stayed
close to Russia.

"The problem is, India
doesn't trust us to win.
They don't trust us to
lead. They see right now
that we're weak. India has
always played it smart.
They have played it
smart, and they have
stayed close with Russia
because that's where they
get a lot of their military
equipment," Haley, a for-
mer US ambassador to
the UN, said in response
to a question. India has
longstanding and wide-
ranging cooperation with
Russia in the field of de-
fence. In October 2018,
India signed a USD 5 bil-

Mexico overtakes
China as the leading
source of goods
imported to US

Washington, Feb 08 (AP): For the
first time in more than two
decades, Mexico last year sur-
passed China as the leading
source of goods imported to the
United States. The shift reflects
the growing tensions between
Washington and Beijing as well
as US efforts to import from
countries that are friendlier and
closer to home. Figures released
Wednesday by the U.S.
Commerce Department show
that the value of goods imported
to the United States from Mexico
rose nearly 5% from 2022 to
2023, to more than 475 bhillion. At
the same time, the value of
Chinese imports imports tumbled
20% to 427 hillion. The last time
that Mexican goods imported to
the United States exceeded the
value of China's imports was in
2002.  Economic  relations
between the United States and

lion deal with Russia to
buy five units of the S-400
air defence missile sys-
tems, notwithstanding a
warning by the US that
going ahead with the con-
tract may invite US sanc-
tions under the provi-
sions of Countering
America's Adversaries
Through Sanctions Act
(CAATSA). "When we
start to lead again, when

we start to get the weak-
ness out and stop putting
our head in the sand,
that's when our friends,
India, Australia, New
Zealand, all of them will --
and Israel, Japan, South
Korea -- all of them want
to do that. Japan gave
themselves a billion-dol-
lar stimulus to become
less dependent on China,"
Haley, a former governor
of South Carolina, said.

"India gave themselves
a billion-dollar stimulus
to become less dependent
on China," she told Fox
Business News, adding
that the US needs to start
building up its alliances.

Haley also said China is
not doing well economi-
cally and is preparing for
a war with the US.

Ukraine needs more
troops to fighting Russia

Kyiv, Feb 08 (AP):

Melodic  Colombian
Spanish fills a hospital
treating soldiers wounded
fighting Russian forces in
eastern Ukraine.

Ukraine's ranks are de-
pleted by two years of war.
As it battles the Russian
war machine, Ukraine is
welcoming hardened fight-
ers from one of the world's
longest-running conflicts.

Professional soldiers
from Colombia bolster the
ranks of volunteers from
around the world who
have answered Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy's call for foreign
fighters to join his nation's
war with Russia.

A 32-year-old from the
city of Medell n was trying
to save a colleague wound-

ed in three days of heavy
fighting with Russian
forces. Russian drones at-
tacked the group and
shrapnel from a grenade
dropped by one pierced his
jawbone. "I thought I was
going to die," said the man,
who goes by the call sign
Checho. The fighters in-
sisted on being identified
by their military call signs
because they feared for
their safety and that of
their families.

"We got up and decided
to run away from the posi-
tion to save our lives,"
Checho said. "There was
nowhere to hide."

Colombia's military has
been fighting drug-traf-
ficking cartels and rebel
groups for decades, mak-
ing its soldiers some of the
world's most experienced.

We deal with at least one death of an Indian a
day across US: Community leader

New York, Feb 08 (PTI):

Amid concerns over a
string of deaths among Indian
students in the US, a promi-
nent community leader has
said his organisation is deal-
ing with at least one such
tragic case a day and under-
scored the need for creating
awareness among immigrants
from India to ensure their
safety.

"Not to exaggerate, but we
deal with at least one death a
day across the country and
mostly among young students
or H-1B employees who have
recently immigrated" to the
US from India, Mohan
Nannapaneni, founder of vol-
unteer-based nonprofit

organisation TEAM Aid, told
PTI in an interview on
Wednesday. The H-1B visa is
a non-immigrant visa that
allows US companies to
employ foreign workers in
speciality occupations that
require theoretical or techni-
cal expertise. Technology
companies depend on it to
hire tens of thousands of
employees each year from
countries like India and
China.

TEAM Aid is a one-of-its-
kind organisation whose pri-
mary focus is to help mem-
bers of the Indian community
who are either travelling or
living abroad and face dire
situations such as accidents,
suicides, homicides or sudden

death of loved ones.
Nannapaneni said it is very
tragic to see that lately many
students from India are "get-
ting into trouble" and unfor-
tunately some have passed
away.

"But it's not recent. If you
look at the history, it's been
happening for many years
and | have been actively
involved since 2001 in helping
the community," he said.

He said there have been
instances of Indian students
tragically passing away due
to car accidents and drown-
ing. He raised concern that
drug abuse is becoming ram-
pant across the US and unfor-
tunately, there have been
cases of Indian students suc-

cumbing to drug abuse and
overdose.

TEAM Aid has nearly 3,000
volunteers across the US as
well as in about 25 countries
and it works with Indian
embassies and consulates
and community organisations
to provide help.

"We become their extend-
ed family and a bridge
between the impacted indi-
vidual and families in India,"
Nannapaneni said, adding
that the organisation does
"whatever is necessary" to
help families and individuals
cope with dire situations,
including helping to send
bodies back to India, per-
forming local funerals or
helping in hospitals.

China have severely deteriorated
in recent years as Beijing has
fought aggressively on trade and
made ominous military gestures

Globe breaks heat
record for 8th straight month

St Paul (US), Feb 08 (AP): For the
eighth straight month in January,
Earth was record hot, according
to the European climate agency.
That was obvious in the northern
United States, where about 1,000
people were golfing last month
in a snow-starved Minneapolis
during what the state is calling
"the Lost Winter of 2023-24." For
the first time, the global temper-

in the Far East.

ature pushed past the interna-
tionally agreed upon warming
threshold for an entire 12-month
period, with February 2023 to
January 2024 running 2.74
degrees  Fahrenheit  (1.52
degrees Celsius) hotter than pre-
industrial levels, according to
the Copernicus Climate Change
Service of the European Space
Agency.
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NolZ-TeEDV TH-23 S& PRI
Fo- PROCUREMER

Haipur, Date:- 07.02.2024

W TERDER SOTICH

GOVERNMENT OF CHHATTISGARH, WATER RESOURCES DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER,

MANIYARI WATER RESOURCES
DIVISION, MUNGELI, DISTT.-MUNGELI (C.G.)

e-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE

eProcurement Portal: hitps:/leproc.castate.gov.in.
Dated: 07.02.2024

T No.: DO/SACTN23-24,

Online Tenders ane invited for the following works up fo 28.02.2024 at 17,30 Hous

Hama of work - RENOVATION OF HEAD WORK & C.CLINING INLB.C. CANAL

OF RAMBOD TANK SCHEME.

System Tender No, 152650, Probable Amount of Contract: - Rs. 154,64 Lakhs
{As Per SOR Amended on 22.08,2023)

The dlatalls can be viewed and downloaded sniing directly fram the Govemmerd of
Ehhatisgam integrated o-Procurement Foal (hitps:lieproc.costate.govin} from Date

GOVERNMENT OF CHATTISGARH, WATER RESOURGES DEPARTHENT

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
MAHANADI CIRCLE, RAIPUR (CHHATTISGARH)

¢-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE
eProcurement Portal: https:/leproc.cgstate.gov.in

First Call

System Tender No. 152604/NIT No.: 35/SAC/23-24
Dated : 07.02.2024
Online Tenders are invited for the following works up to
28.02.2024 at 17:30 Hours.

Nameof work ; Operation & Maintenance of Garden located at
Mahadeoghat in Block Patan, District Durg.

Probable Amount of Contract: - Rs.130.02 Lakhs
(As per 5.0.R dated 01.08.2010 and amanded upto dated 01.08.2014)

The details can be viewed and dewnioaded oning dieclly from ihe
Govarnmanl of Chhattisgarh Integratled e-Procuremanl Portal
(https;lieproc.costate.govin from Date 14.02.2024, af 17.31 Hours.
(I5T) onwards.

GOVERNMENT OF CHHATTISGARM, WATER RESQURGES DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER
MAHANADI GODAWARI BASIN, RAIPUR (C.G.)

e-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE
eProcurement Portal: hitps://eproc.cqstate.gov.in
(1" Call)
System Tender No. : 152566/NIT No. : 21/SAC/2023-24,
Gariaband, Dated : 07.02.2024

Online Tenders are Invited for The Following Works up to
28.02.2024 at 17:30 Hour (IST) :-

Mameof Work: COMSTRUCTION OF PIPARCHHEDI TANK SCHEME
HEAD WORK BALANCE EARTH WORK IN BLOCK
CHHURA DISTRICT GARIABAND

Probabla Amount of Contract: - Rs. 1030.14 Lakhs

The delails can be viewsd and downloaded online direclly frem the
Government of Chhatlisgarh Integraled e-Procuremeni Portal
[hitps:feproc.costate.gov.in from Date 14,02.2024, at 17:31 Hours [IST)
anmwards.

Sealed teniders are invired for the following materiats. - 14,02,2024, &t 17:31 Hours. (IST) onwards. NOTE ;- &l sligible/intrested coniraciors/bidders are mandalsd to || NOTE -AR EIFHE-MBMNWHIUF&'WHE are mandalad o get enrofied
5 "|'i._.;,,?, Particulars T M | Tuedate opening | NOTE - All ségbleiinisrestig confractoesbiddesrs afe mandated 1o el ennbed on e | | 581 enrolied on the integrated e-gracurement portal (hitps:fiapros, costate gov.in | | ©7 the: Integrated e-procuremant portal (hitps:lieproc castate.gov.in) ard gel
2 ; i aal al. on o vendor class from PWD umder Cestralized || 8Pmroval on specific vendor dass from PWO under Centralized Confractor
kel il | Oh) [elteader Intograied e-procuremont poral (hitpsalsproc.cgatate.govin) and gut spproval on | |27 991 ARRRS i Supplier Registration in order 1 download the tender documents and participats
! TR- 2A5K0NE Procuwemen of 5] maiked | 4% 000 b 1l spacic vendar class from PWD undier Cantrakied Contractor! Suppher Regatraiion mn ConiractoriSupiplies Regisiration In grder o download the tender Socuments and in i siubsaquent bidding procass
[RFa Mo~ Adusmemum Paing for Capisal, (VS0 Hirs) teder i dewriaad e lencer documents and parScipate (n e subsaguen biddng parbcipdte in thit subsequen bidding process y
A000150451 | Depasit & O&M works. peDCaES Executive Engineer EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
Fen 1II oiher detuils ol NIT, Nu-u. visth our website 5.§r_\_x__3r_!._- M. in EXECUTIVE ENGINEER Water Management Division No, 1, Raipur Water Resources Division, Gariaband
Ve (Er. R.C. Agrawal) MANIYARI W.R. DIVISION MUNGELI For, Superintending Engineer for, Chief Engineer, Mahanadi Godawari Basin
Exccutive Director (S&P) CSPTCL : Raipur | G-07652/6 DISTT MUNGELI (C.G.) G-076321 Mahanadi Circle, Raipur [C.G.) G-O7E34/2 Water Resources Department, Raipur (C.G.)
[ W ) [ ] [ M [ ] [ I ) ([ ]
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Equitable Uniformity
A Call for Deliberation on the Uniform Civil Code

he recent strides towards implementing a Uniform

Civil Code (UCC) in India, particularly exemplified
by the legislative actions in Uttarakhand, stir a nuanced
debate about the intersection of tradition, modernity, and
social justice. Such a monumental endeavour, as envis-
aged by the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) in its mani-
festo, warrants meticulous scrutiny and deliberation.
Undoubtedly, the pursuit of a UCC aligns with the noble
aspirations enshrined in Article 44 of the Constitution,
echoing the principles of equality and justice. However,
the path to achieving this goal demands a delicate bal-
ance between upholding individual rights and harmoniz-
ing diverse cultural practices. The legislation proposed in
Uttarakhand signifies a commendable stride towards
gender equality and the protection of women's rights. By
outlawing archaic practices like polygamy and
polyandry, the Bill seeks to dismantle entrenched sys-
tems of inequality. Furthermore, provisions facilitating
remarriage after divorce signal a progressive stance to-
wards destigmatizing marital dissolution, thereby em-
powering individuals to rebuild their lives. Nevertheless,
amidst these commendable strides, certain provisions of
the Bill raise legitimate concerns. The stringent regula-
tion of live-in relationships, mandating intrusive disclo-
sures to authorities, risks encroaching upon personal lib-
erties and privacy. Such measures, while ostensibly
aimed at safeguarding societal norms, could inadvertent-
ly empower authorities to intrude into private affairs, po-
tentially leading to abuse and discrimination. As the mo-
mentum towards a nationwide UCC gathers pace, it is im-
perative to heed the voices of dissent and apprehension.
The BJP, as the torchbearer of this initiative, shoulders
the responsibility of ensuring that the implementation of
the UCC transcends mere political expediency. It must en-
gage in meaningful dialogue with stakeholders, includ-
ing the opposition and civil society, to address legitimate
concerns and ensure that the UCC reflects the pluralistic
ethos of India. The complexity of India's socio-cultural
landscape necessitates a nuanced approach towards the
formulation of a UCC. While uniformity in civil laws
holds the promise of fostering national integration and
legal coherence, it must not come at the cost of erasing
the rich tapestry of religious and cultural diversity that
defines India. The pursuit of a Uniform Civil Code repre-
sents a laudable endeavour towards realizing the ideals of
justice and equality enshrined in our Constitution.
However, it is imperative that this journey towards uni-
formity is characterized by inclusivity, sensitivity, and
genuine dialogue. Only through a collective and delibera-
tive effort can we craft a UCC that truly reflects the aspi-
rations of a diverse and pluralistic nation.

Democracy Defiled

Supreme Court’s Verdict
Sheds Light on Democracy

Yash Pal Ralhan

he events surrounding the Chandigarh mayor elec-

tions, the judiciary's intervention has shed light on
critical issues plaguing the democratic process. The
Supreme Court's scathing remarks, labeling the situation
as a "murder of democracy," underscore the gravity of the
situation. Such egregious actions by poll officers under-
mine the very essence of democracy, necessitating strin-
gent corrective measures. The mayoral elections, which
typically garner limited attention, have now become a na-
tional concern due to glaring irregularities and alleged
malpractices. The postponement of elections and subse-
quent controversies surrounding the counting process
have tainted the integrity of the electoral process. The
court's directive to seal documents and conduct a thor-
ough investigation reflects a commitment to upholding
democratic principles. The collaboration between the
Aam Aadmi Party and Congress injected a new dynamic
into the electoral landscape, intensifying the competition.
However, the abrupt halt of the initial election and subse-
quent irregularities have cast a shadow of doubt over the
legitimacy of the outcome. The invalidated votes and accu-
sations of tampering further erode public trust in the elec-
toral process. In a democracy, transparency and fairness
are non-negotiable principles. The disenfranchisement of
voters and manipulation of election procedures constitute
serious breaches of democratic norms. The demand for a
fresh election, under the supervision of a new returning
officer, is imperative to restore confidence in the electoral
process and uphold the sanctity of democratic institu-
tions. The judiciary's vigilance in safeguarding democrat-
ic principles sends a clear message that any attempt to
subvert the electoral process will not be tolerated. The
scheduled appearance of the presiding officer before the
court signifies accountability and underscores the gravity
of the situation. Democracy is not a mere formality but a
fundamental pillar of our society that must be preserved
at all costs. It is incumbent upon all stakeholders, includ-
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DMK PROTEST |

DMK MPs TR Baalu, Kanimozhi and others stage protest at the Gandhi statue against the BJP-led Centre over alleged neg-
lect and partiality in allocation of funds to the states, at the Parliament House complex during the Budget session, in New

Delhi, Thursday, Feb. 8.

Political Symbolism: Understanding
India’s Party Icons

DR. VASISHT.M.C.

/o

I ndia is a multi-party democracy,

where different political parties
compete for power at the national, state,
and local levels. Political parties in India
often use distinctive symbols to represent
themselves and their ideologies. These
symbols help voters identify and distin-
guish between different parties during
elections. The Election Commission of
India assigns these symbols to political
parties based on certain criteria, such as
their national or state recognition, their
vote share, and their historical signifi-
cance.

Election Symbol Introduction in India

Only 18% of Indians were literate at
the time of the country's first national
election. The majority of voters were un-
able to read the names of the candidates
or parties they supported. Women made
up nearly half of the 17.3 crore voters,
and many of them had never been seen in
public. Political parties and individuals
with symbolic backgrounds were intro-
duced as solutions to all of these issues.
The electoral symbols assigned to the
major political parties were remarkably
similar to everyday people's life. The pri-
mary means of identifying a candidate
who represented a political party was by
the emblem assigned to them by the
Indian Election Commission.

National Parties and Their Symbols

A national party is a political party rec-
ognized by the Election Commission of
India as having a presence in at least four
states and securing at least six percent of
the valid votes polled in any four or more
states in a general election to the Lok
Sabha or the state legislative assemblies.
Alternatively, a party can also be recog-
nized as a national party if it wins at least
two percent of the seats in the Lok Sabha
from at least three different states. There
are six national political parties in the
country. They are - AAP, BSP, BJP, CON-
GRESS, CPI (M), and NPP (the first na-
tional political party from the region of
the North-East India).

1: Indian National Congress (INC)

The INC is the main opposition party at
the center and the oldest party in India. Its
symbol is a hand which signifies strength,
unity, and progress.

The evolution of election symbols of the
Indian National Congress (INC) is quite in-
teresting. Here is a brief summary of how
the symbol changed over the years.

A. 1952-1969: The symbol was a pair of
bullocks carrying a yoke. It represented
the agrarian society and the hard work of
the farmers.

B. 1971-1977: The symbol was a cow
with a suckling calf. It was given to the
Congress (R) faction led by Indira Gandhi
after the party split in 1969. It symbolized
the motherly care and protection of the
nation.

C. 1978-present: The symbol is the right
hand, with its palm-side facing front and
its fingers pressed together. It was adopt-
ed by the Congress (1) faction led by Indira
Gandhi after another split in 1977. It signi-
fies the strength, unity, and progress of
the party and the nation.

2: Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)

The BJP is the ruling party at the cen-
ter and the largest party in terms of
membership and representation in the
Lok Sabha. Its symbol is a lotus, which
signifies purity, culture, and aspiration.

The election symbol of the Bharatiya
Jana Sangh (BJS), the predecessor of the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), was an oil
lamp. It represented the light of knowl-
edge and wisdom. The BJS used this sym-
bol from 1951 to 1977, when it merged
with other political parties to form the
Janata Party. The Janata Party chose a
farmer and plough symbol to represent it.
In 1980, when the Janata Party dissolved
and the BJP was formed, the BJP adopted
the lotus as its election symbol. The lotus
symbolizes purity, beauty, and cultural
heritage.

3: Communist Party of
India (Marxist) (CPI-M)
The CPI-M is a left-wing party that fol-

lows the ideology of Marxism-Leninism
and democratic centralism. Its symbol is
a hammer and sickle inside a red star,
which signifies the working class, the
peasantry, and the revolutionary move-
ment.

4: Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP)

The BSP is a centrist party that follows
the ideology of social justice and empow-
erment of the marginalized sections of
society, especially the Dalits. It is mainly
active in the state of Uttar Pradesh. Its
symbol is an elephant, which signifies
strength, dignity, and wisdom.

5: National People's Party (NPP)

The NPP is a centrist party that follows
the ideology of regionalism, tribalism,
and federalism. It is the ruling party in the
state of Meghalaya. Its symbol is a book,
which signifies knowledge, education,
and development.

6: Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)

The election symbol of the Aam Aadmi
Party is a broom. The party chose this
symbol to represent its promise of clean-
ing up the system from corruption. The
broom also symbolizes dignity of labor
and respect for the common man. The
party launched its symbol on 3rd August
2013.

2. State Parties and Their Symbols

A state party is a political party recog-
nized by the Election Commission of India
as having a presence in one or more
states and securing at least six percent of
the valid votes polled in the state or
states in a general election to the Lok
Sabha or the state legislative assemblies.
Alternatively, a party can also be recog-
nized as a state party if it wins at least
three percent of the seats in the state leg-
islative assembly or at least one seat in
the Lok Sabha from the state. There are
56 state parties in India. Some of the
prominent state parties and their symbols
are:

A. Samajwadi Party (SP): The symbol
of SP is a hicycle, which signifies mobility,
progress, and empowerment.

B. Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD): The
symbol of SAD is a weighing scale, which
signifies justice, balance, and equality.

C. Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD): The
symbol of RID is a hurricane lamp, which
signifies enlightenment, hope, and resist-
ance.

D. Jammu and Kashmir National
Conference (JKNC): The symbol of JKNC
is a plough, which signifies agriculture,
labor, and productivity.

F. Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
(DMK): The symbol of DMK is a rising
sun, which signifies growth, energy, and

aspiration.

G. Telangana Rashtra Samithi (TRS):
The symbol of TRS is a car, which signi-
fies speed, development, and modernity.

H. Biju Janata Dal (BJD): The symbol of
BJD is a conch shell, which signifies
sound, communication, and spirituality.

3. Regional Parties and Their Symbols

A regional party is a political party not
recognized by the Election Commission of
India as either a national or a state party
but has a significant presence and influ-
ence in one or more regions of the coun-
try. Regional parties often cater to the
specific interests and demands of the
local people, culture, and identity. They
may also form alliances with national or
state parties to gain more leverage and
representation. There are 329 regional
parties in India. Some of the notable re-
gional parties and their symbols are:

A: Yuvajana Sramika Rythu Congress
Party (YSRCP): The symbol of YSRCP is a
ceiling fan, which signifies comfort, relief,
and circulation.

B: Mizo National Front (MNF): The
symbol of MNF is a star, which signifies
brightness, guidance, and aspiration.

C: Sikkim Krantikari Morcha (SKM):
Its symbol is a table lamp, which signifies
illumination, education, and awareness.

D: Jannayak Janta Party (JIP): It is a
coalition partner of BJP in the state of
Haryana. Its symbol is a key, which signi-
fies security, access, and opportunity.

E: Asom Gana Parishad (AGP): The
AGP is a coalition partner of BJP in the
state of Assam. Its symbol is an elephant,
which signifies strength, dignity, and wis-
dom.

F: Maharashtra Navnirman Sena
(MNS): It is mainly active in the state of
Maharashtra and its symbol is a railway
engine, which signifies transport, connec-
tivity, and progress.

G: All India Majlis-e-Ittehadul
Muslimeen (AIMIM): It is mainly active in
the states of Telangana, Maharashtra,
and Bihar. Its symbol is a kite, which sig-
nifies freedom.

Our streets will be decked out with po-
litical party symbols throughout the elec-
tion season. In summary, political parties,
their leaders, and their symbols are at the
center of Indian democracy. However,
these symbols will only be prominent dur-
ing election seasons. Following their
breakup, some political groups engaged
in protracted legal fights to obtain unique
or specific insignia. The Indian political
system is heavily reliant on elections and
the symbols used by parties and politi-
cians to contest for office.

LETTERS

Youthful Triumph

Indian colts showcase re-
silience, advancing to the under-
19 cricket World Cup final.
Favored to clinch victory, they
await Australia or Pakistan in
Sunday's showdown. This
marks India's ninth final ap-
pearance, having secured the
trophy five times previously.
Despite early setbacks in the
semi-final, Sachin Dhas and
Uday Saharan's remarkable 171-
run partnership secured victo-
ry. Dhas' aggressive batting and
Saharan's steady hand pro-
pelled the team forward, dis-
playing maturity beyond their
years. The nation anticipates
another triumphant chapter in
Indian cricket history:.

Dr Ganapathi Bhat, Akola

Might is Right

In a major setback to veteran
politician Sharad Pawar, the
Election Commission (EC) held
that the faction led by his
nephew, Ajit Pawar, was the real
Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP) and was entitled to use
the party name and symbol. It is
amisfortune that Sharad Pawar
had to counter the time as the
Udhav Thakarey. Here, this
quote holds good that Might is
Right.' Sadly, the landlord has
been Kkicked out by tenants.

Jahangir Ali, Mumbai

Bumrah’s Triumph

Indian  pacer  Jasprit
Bumrah ascends to the top
rank in the latest ICC Men's
Test Bowler rankings after his
stellar performance in the sec-
ond Test against England in
Vizag, where he claimed fig-
ures of 9/91. This achievement
marks a historic moment as
Bumrah becomes the fastest
Indian pacer to reach 150 Test
wickets, accomplishing this
feat in just 34 Test matches. His
remarkable bowling also
earned him the Player of the
Match award.

Md Salman, Mumbai

Fight for Right

Karnataka Congress, under
CM Siddaramaiah's leadership,
stages a 'Chalo Delhi' protest at
Jantar Mantar against the
Centre's alleged fund disparity,
non-release of drought-relief
compensation, and denial of ir-
rigation project permissions.
This demonstration highlights
the importance of a robust op-
position in democracy, ensur-
ing government accountability
and public welfare. The protest
aims to catalyze positive
changes, emphasizing the cru-
cial role of opposition in curb-
ing authoritarian tendencies
and safeguarding democratic
principles.

Mohammad Taukir,
Bettiah, Bihar

Cold Wave in Delhi

Delhi is in the grip of a cold
wave and the India
Meteorological Department
has predicted dense fog, light
rainfall and drop in tempera-
ture for next few days.
Traveling in foggy winter
morning is not safe from dan-
ger especially for primary class
students, therefore, winter va-
cation in city schools has been
extended till January 12 for pri-
mary class students in view of
cold wave conditions, Delhi
Education Minister Atishi said
on Sunday. Other Schools
where there is frizzy cold
should also extend vacation
schedule, else there will vast
problematic disadvantages
only for iota benifit.

Tauqueer Rahmani,

ing political parties, electoral authorities, and citizens, to (
uphold the integrity of the electoral process. The events m ) -
i et e Lo e o Follow Bhutan: Eliminate rabies
fragility of democracy and the importance of vigilance in L
safeguarding its principles. Only through transparent and
fair elections can we ensure the continued strength and re- SujitDe minimise colossal loss of human lives.  Control Project successfully sterilised  passer-by or even its owner especially Most of the victims of dog bites and
silience of our democratic institutions. As the nation pre- India has around 20,000 rabies deaths a  and vaccinated entire stray dog popula-  when it belongs to a dangerous breed. rabies belong to the poor working class
pares for upcoming elections, it is imperative that lessons A mother placed her seven-month-  year which according to World Health  tion of Bhutan after pursuing a 14-year- No kudos is enough for Legal of our society who build our roads,
are learned from the Chandigarh debacle. Any attempt to old son on the ground to do her  Organisation, "accounts for 36 percent  long programme. Bhutan sets an exam-  Attorneys & Barrister Law Firm for filing  bridges and houses for all of us and who
undermine the democratic process must be met with swift duty. Being a poor daily-wage worker,  of the world's deaths." Most of the vic-  ple which India needs to follow. a petition before the Delhi High Courtal-  serve everything at our door starting
and decisive action. Ultimately, the integrity of our democ- she could not afford to skip her work as  tims of rabies in India are under the age The World Health Organisation has  leging "dangerous dog breeds" like  from morning newspapers to food pack-
racy rests on the foundation of free and fair elections, and there was no paid holiday for her to rear  of 15 years. recommended oral rabies vaccines American Bulldog, Rottweiler, Pitbull, ets. It is really perplexing that their
it is our collective responsibility to uphold this sacred her infant child. No sooner had she Rabies is a serious brain infectionthat  (ORV) which can be hidden in dog food  Terrier, Neapolitan Mastiff that are  deaths evoke little public sympathy and
trust. The Chandigarh mayor elections serve as a wake-up placed the child on the ground than a  spreads from the bite or scratch of anin-  in addition with injectable vaccinestoin-  banned in more than 12 countriesinclud-  a lukewarm response from the authori-
call for the nation, highlighting the urgent need for elec- pack of dogs came from nowhere, bit the  fected animal, often a dog. The disease  crease vaccination especially among ing India are being registered to be kept ties. I love dogs as much as | hate such
toral reforms and strengthened safeguards against mal- child and dragged him away. People in  has been eliminated from many coun-  free roaming and poorly supervised as pets by the Municipal Corporation of insensitive attitude towards poor work-
practices. Upholding the principles of democracy requires the vicinity raised an alarm but by then tries. It is a challenging job in a country  dogs. According to experts, the combina-  Delhi. The petition highlighted many inci-  ers.
unwavering commitment and vigilance from all quarters. the dogs had disfigured the baby while like India where dogs are allowed to tion of an injectable and oral vaccine ap-  dents in which such dog breeds attacked The government must undertake a
Let us seize this opportunity to reaffirm our collective re- killing him on the spot. This incident hap-  roam freely. Rabies is a fatal disease. But ~ proach would help reach the minimum  people including their owners. programme to vaccinate and sterilise all
solve to protect and preserve the sanctity of democracy. pened in the Ayodhya Nagar area of it can be prevented by vaccinating all 70 per cent vaccine threshold needed to On December 6, last year, the Delhi  stray dogs and keep them in an enclosed
Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh on January 10,  dogs for a number of years and by steril-  minimise the risk of rabies being passed  High Court delivered a judgement asking  area. Already issued licence to keep dan-
Central Chronicle invites articles, write-ups, and comments on a wide range of this year. A video of the gory incident ising stray dog population. to people. the Centre to immediately decide prefer-  gerous dog breeds as pets must immedi-
I'::;telf fl‘l’]r:d“drlgg::0‘;"2've:ﬁ:%n?:ll’é‘;'t':?'s°t":t5hhe°g:i‘itg$ R)ert‘t"ﬁ:’; fgg?’s&m:ﬁég was widely circulated on social media. The Prime Minister of Bhutan has an- Apart from umpteen number of cases ably within three months time about ~ately be cancelled. Authorities should
may be edited for cI'arity, we aim to preserve the integrity of the ofiginal message, AII stray dogs r_nust immediately be nounce(_j that their National D_og o_f stray dogs attacking p_eople, some-  banning and cancelling the licence to .also ensure that no such licence is issued
and ask that they be kept to around 50-60 words. Submissions can be sent via sterilised and kept in an enclosed areato  Population Management and Rabies  times a pet dog attacks a gig worker ora  keep dangerous dog breeds as pets. in future.
email to editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com.
\.
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Jewar airport
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B New Delhi: Civil
Aviation Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia
on Thursday said the
international airport
at Jewar, Noida, will
be ready for opera-
tions by the end of
this year. Scindia also
said in Lok Sabha that
India is now the fifth-
largest aviation mar-
ket in the world with
regard to both domes-
tic and international
passengers and by
2030, it will become
the third-largest mar-
ket in the world.
"Uttar Pradesh had
six airports. After the
Modi government
came to power, we
have built four more
airports in the state
and soon, five more
airports will be ready.

Quality goods

® New Delhi:
Commerce and
Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal said
high quality goods and
services are important
in all aspects of life
and development of
that culture will help
promote the country's
economic growth. He
said the Indian con-
sumers want good
quality products and
services. "Quality is
important in all as-
pects of life," he said
here at a function.

Appointment

B New Delhi: State-
owned CIL on
Thursday said
Mukesh Agrawal has
taken over as its
Director, Finance.
Agrawal took charge
from Debasish
Nanda, Director,
Business
Development, who
was holding the addi-
tional responsibility
as Director, Finance,
Coal India Ltd (CIL)
said in a statement.
"Agrawal took over as
Director, Finance... on
and from 8 February
2024," CIL said. Prior
to this, Agrawal was
Executive Director at
NLC India Ltd, it said.

RBI keeps interestrate unchanged ..

at6.5 pcfor S|xth consecutive time

Mumbai, Feb 08:

The Reserve Bank of
India on Thursday decided
to keep policy rate un-
changed for the sixth time
in a row in view of global
uncertainty and the need
to bring down retail infla-
tion to 4 per cent.
Following RBI's decision
to maintain status quo,
banks and financial insti-
tutions will largely keep
lending rates stable. RBI
had last raised repo rate in
February 2023 to 6.5 per
cent after six consecutive
rate hikes aggregating to
250 basis points since May
2022. Announcing the deci-
sion of the Monetary
Policy Committee (MPC),
RBI Governor
Shaktikanta Das on
Thursday said it has decid-
ed to keep the policy repo
rate unchanged on the
basis of an assessment of
the current and evolving
macroeconomic situation.
MPC also decided to re-

Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Governor Shaktikanta Das with Deputy Governors Swaminathan
Janakiraman, Michael Debabrata Patra, M. Rajeshwar Rao and T. Rabi Shankar arrives to deliver the
Monetary Policy Statement, at the RBI headquarters in Mumbai, Thursday, Feb. 8.

main focused on with-
drawal of accommodation
to ensure that inflation
progressively aligns to the
target while supporting
growth, he said. These de-
cisions are in consonance
with the objective of
achieving the medium-

term target for Consumer
Price Index (CPI) inflation
of 4 per cent within a band
of +/- 2 per cent while sup-
porting growth. For 2024-
25, RBI has projected a
growth rate of 7 per cent
and retail inflation at 4.5
per cent with risks evenly

Show sensitivity to exporters in view of
Red Sea crisis: Finmin to PSU banks

New Delhi, Feb 08:

Financial Services
Secretary Vivek Joshi has
asked public sector banks
and insurance companies
to deal with sensitivity the
cases of trade finance and
insurance to exporters
who are facing problems
on account of the Red Sea
crisis. "In view of the Red
Sea crisis, we have asked
public sector banks and in-
surance companies to take
into consideration the
problem because ships are
taking a longer route re-
sulting in demand for
higher trade finance and
increase in insurance
cost," he told PTI in an in-
terview. In such a situa-
tion, he said, banks should
deal those cases with sen-
sitivity and they should
not adopt a straight-jacket

and deny them their serv-
ices because of a long
route taken by ships due to
the Red Sea crisis. "The re-
quirement of trade financ-
ing and insurance should
be dealt by them with sen-
sitivity," he added. He also
said that a high-level inter-
ministerial committee
headed by the Commerce
Secretary is also meeting
to take stock of the situa-

Rupee settles on a flat note at 82.96
after RBI monetary policy decision

Mumbai, Feb 08:

The rupee settled on a
flat note at 82.96 (provi-
sional) against the US dol-
lar on Thursday, after the
Reserve Bank decided to
keep the key policy rate
unchanged for the sixth
time in a row to maintain
a tight vigil on inflation.
Forex traders said a nega-
tive trend in domestic eg-
uities weighed on investor
sentiments. At the inter-
bank foreign exchange,
the rupee opened at 82.94
against the dollar and
moved in a narrow range
and settled for the day at
82.96 against the
American currency, as the
central bank retained the

repo rate at 6.5 pc for the
sixth consecutive time.
During the day, the rupee
touched an intraday high
of 82.89 and a low of 83
against the US dollar. On
Wednesday, the rupee ap-
preciated 9 paise to close at
82.96 against the dollar.

tion in this regard on
Thursday. The Red Sea
strait is crucial for 30 per
cent of global container
traffic and 12 per cent of
global trade. About 80 per
cent of India's merchan-
dise trade with Europe
passes through this route.
The situation around the
Bab-el-Mandeb Strait, a
crucial shipping route for
traders connecting the Red
Sea and the
Mediterranean Sea to the
Indian Ocean, has escalat-
ed due to attacks by
Yemen-based Houthi mili-
tants since December 2023.
Because of this, the ship-
ping costs have jumped
and the consignments are
taking more time to reach
Europe and the US as the
ships are taking the Cape
of Good Hope route, encir-
cling Africa.

balanced. The real GDP
growth for the next finan-
cial year is projected at 7
per cent with Q1 growth at
7.2 per cent, Q2 at 6.8 per
cent, Q3 at 7 per cent and
Q4 at 6.9 per cent. As per
the National Statistical
Office (NSO), the country

LIC becomesfifth
mostvaluable firm

as stocks soar
New Delhi, Feb 08:

Shares of Life
Insurance Corporation of
India (LIC) jumped more
than 6 per cent on
Thursday, with its market
valuation climbing to Rs
6.99 lakh crore, making the
firm the fifth most valued
company. The stock
climbed 5.86 per cent to
settle at Rs 1,106.25 apiece
on the BSE. During the
day, it zoomed 9.51 per cent
to hit its record high of Rs
1,144.45. On the NSE, it
jumped 6.46 per cent to Rs
1,112 a share. The compa-
ny's market valuation
went up by Rs 38,740.62
crore to Rs 6,99,702.87
crore. With this, the com-
pany became the fifth
most valued firm by mar-
ket capitalisation (imcap),
beating ICICI Bank.

is expected to record a
growth rate of 7.3 per cent
in the current financial
year ending March 2024.
"Domestic economic activ-
ity is strengthening. As
per the first advance esti-
mates released by the NSO
real Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) is expected
to grow by 7.3 per cent,
year-on-year (y-o-y) in
2023-24, underpinned by
strong investment activi-
ty;" Das said. On the supply
side, he said that Gross
Value Added (GVA) ex-
panded by 6.9 per cent in
2023-24, with manufactur-
ing and services sectors as
the key drivers. Talking
about headwinds, he said,
geopolitical  tensions,
volatility in international
financial markets and geo-
economic fragmentation
pose risks to the growth
outlook. Referring to retail
inflation, Das said that CPI
inflation is projected at 5.4
per cent for 2023-24 with
Q4 inflation at 5 per cent.

Mumbai, Feb 08:

Digital rupee users will
soon be able to execute
transactions in areas with
limited internet connec-
tivity as the RBI on
Thursday announced that
offline capability will be
introduced on the Central
bank digital currency
(CBDC) pilot project.
Reserve Bank of India
Governor Shaktikanta
Das said that programma-
bility-based additional
use cases will be intro-
duced as part of the pilot
project. RBI launched a
pilot of the retail CBDC in
December 2022 and
achieved the target of
having 10 lakh transac-
tions a day in December
2023.

It can be noted that
other payment platforms,
especially the very popu-
lar Unified Payments
Interface (UPI), already
offer offline possibilities.
"it is proposed to intro-
duce an offline functional-
ity in CBDC-R (Retail) for
enabling transactions in
areas with poor or limited
internet connectivity,"

‘RBI to introduce offline
rupee transactlons soon’

Shaktikanta Das

Das said while announc-
ing the bi-monthly mone-
tary policy review. He said
multiple offline solutions,
which include both prox-
imity and non-proximity
based ones, will be tested
across hilly areas, rural
and urban locations for
the purpose.

On the programmabili-
ty front, he said that cur-
rently, the system enables
Person to Person (P2P)
and Person to Merchant
(P2M) transactions using
digital rupee wallets pro-
vided by pilot banks. "It is
now proposed to enable
additional use cases
using programmability
and offline functionality;"
he said.

RBI sees inflation at 4.5 pc in FY’25,
lower than 5.4 pc in current fiscal

Mumbai, Feb 08:

The RBI on Thursday
projected a lower inflation
of 4.5 per cent in the next
financial year, than 5.4 per
cent in 2023-24, provided
there is normal monsoon.
The central government
has tasked the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) to en-
sure that the Consumer
Price Index (CPI) based in-
flation remains at 4 per
cent, with a margin of 2
per cent on either side. The
Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC), which
sets the key benchmark
rate, noted that domestic
economic activity is hold-
ing up well and is expected
to be backed by the mo-
mentum in investment de-
mand, optimistic business
sentiments and rising con-

Stock markets tumble 1 pc after RBI
monetary policy decision; bank stocks drag

Mumbai, Feb 08:

Benchmark stock in-
dices Sensex and Nifty
tanked around 1 per cent
on Thursday dragged by
selling in banking and
auto shares due to in-
creased uncertainty about
the timing of interest rate
cuts after the RBI's mone-
tary policy decision.
Erasing all its early gains,
the 30-share BSE Sensex
fell by 723.57 points or 1
per cent to settle at
71,428.43. The barometer
slipped into red after the
announcement of the RBI
monetary policy and hit a
low of 71,230.62 thereafter,
reflecting a loss of 921.38

Bank of Maharashtra posts Highest Growth in
Deposit Mobilisatn among PSU Banks in Q3

m Bank of
Maharashtra leads
PSU banks in Q3
deposit growth at
17.89%, followed
by SBI at 12.84%.

Pune, Feb 08:

Bank of Maharashtra
has recorded the highest
growth rate in terms of de-
posit mobilisation among
public sector lenders at a
time when most lenders
are facing difficulty in
achieving double-digit
growth. Out of 12 public
sector banks, only Bank of
Maharashtra and State
Bank of India (could log a
double-digit growth in de-
posits in the third quarter

ended December 2023.
Bank of Maharashtra has
reported a 17.89 growth in
deposits followed by SBI at
12.84% during the quarter,
according to published
quarterly numbers of the

public sector banks.
However, SBI's total de-
posits were about 18.5
times higher at Rs
45,67,927 crore, as com-
pared to Rs 2,45,734 crore
of BoM in absolute terms.
Central Bank of India was
the third by clocking a

9.53% growth in deposits
while Punjab National
Bank recorded a 9.10% in:
crease.

In terms of low-cost
CASA deposits, Bank of
Maharashtra continued to
top the chart with 50.19%
followed by Central Bank
of India with 48.98%.
Higher level of Current
Account and Savings
Accounts helps banks to
keep their cost of funds
low. On the asset quality
side, Bank of

Maharashtra and SBI re-
ported the lowest gross
Non-Performing Assets
with 2.04% and 2.42% re-
spectively as of Dec. 31,
2023.

In terms of Net NPAs,
BoM and Indian Bank re-
ported the lowest net NPA
with 0.22% and 0.53% re-
spectively. On Capital
Adequacy Ratio, Bank of
Maharashtra with 16.85%
is the highest amongst
PSBs followed by IOB at
16.80% and Punjab &
Sind Bank at 16.13% at
the end of the third quar-
ter of the current fiscal.
During nine months of
FY24, all 12 PSBs cumula-
tively reported a net prof-
it of Rs 98,355 crore as
against a total profit of
Rs 104,649 crore for the
full year of FY'23.

TLAZRAT—
n . -

points or 1.27 per cent. The
Nifty shed 212.55 points or
0.97 per cent to settle at
21,717.95. Rate sensitive
banking and financial
services, auto, realty and
commodity shares re-
mained under pressure
while energy and IT
shares advanced. The RBI

Monetary Policy
Committee on Thursday
decided to keep policy rate
unchanged for the sixth
time in a row in view of
global uncertainty and the
need to bring down retail
inflation to 4 per cent. The
RBI also maintained its
'withdrawal of accom-
modative stance'.
Announcing the decision
of the Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC), RBI
Governor Shaktikanta
Das on Thursday said it
has decided to keep the
policy repo rate un-
changed on the basis of an
assessment of the current
and evolving macroeco-
nomic situation.

sumer confidence, Reserve
Bank Governor
Shaktikanta Das said. "On
the inflation front, large
and repetitive food price
shocks are interrupting
the pace of disinflation
that is led by the modera-
tion of core inflation.
"Geopolitical events and
their impact on supply
chains, and volatility in in-
ternational financial mar-
kets and commodity prices
are key sources of upside
risks to inflation. The cu-
mulative effect of policy
repo rate increases is still
working its way through
the economy," he said an-
nouncing the MPC deci-
sion. He further said the
MPC will carefully moni-
tor any signs of generalisa-
tion of food price pres-
sures to non-food prices

which can fritter away the
gains in the easing of core
inflation. Going forward,
Das said the inflation tra-
jectory would be shaped by
the evolving food inflation
outlook. Rabi sowing has
surpassed last year's level.
The usual seasonal correc-
tion in vegetable prices is
continuing, though un-
evenly. Yet considerable
uncertainty prevails on
the food price outlook from
the possibility of adverse
weather events. Effective
supply side responses may
keep food price pressures
under check. "Assuming a
normal monsoon next
year, CPI inflation for 2024-
25 is projected at 4.5 per
cent with Q1 at 5.0 per cent;
Q2 at 4.0 per cent; Q3 at 4.6
per cent; and Q4 at 4.7 per
cent (Chart 2).

Equity mutual fund inflow
hits almost 2-yr high of
Rs 21,780-cr in Jan

New Delhi, Feb 08:

Equity mutual funds ex-
perienced a net inflow of
Rs 21,780 crore in January,
making it the highest
monthly infusion in nearly
two years, propelled by in-
vestors' continued prefer-
ence for small-cap funds.
In comparison, an inflow
of around Rs 17,000 crore
was seen in the category in
December, according to the
data released by the
Association of Mutual
Funds in India (AMFI) on
Thursday.

The flow in January was
the highest since March
2022, when equity-oriented

mutual funds witnessed an
inflow of Rs 28,463 crore.
Also, the latest flow marks
the 35th consecutive
month of net inflows in eqg-
uity funds. Barring value
fund, all categories experi-
enced inflow in equity seg-
ments. The category was
aided by fund collection to
the tune of Rs 4,805 crore
in thematic funds, followed
by Rs 3,257 crore in small-
cap funds and Rs 3,039
crore in multi-cap funds.
The highlight of this
month was the fund flows
into the large-cap category
at Rs 1,287 crore, which
was at the highest-level in
more than 13 months.

Builders seek interest rate cut in RBI's
next meet to boost housing demand

New Delhi, Feb 08:

Realtors on Thursday
demanded that the RBI
should consider reducing
the repo rate in its next
monetary policy review
meeting to boost sales of
residential properties,
while welcoming stability
in the interest rate regime.
Real estate developers and
consultants feel that the
strong momentum in the
housing market will con-
tinue with the RBI decid-
ing to keep the key policy
rate unchanged. The RBI
decided to keep the policy
rate unchanged for the
sixth time in a row in view
of global uncertainty and
the need to bring down re-
tail inflation to 4 per cent.
RBI governor Shaktikanta
Das in his statement said

the buoyant demand for
residential housing, cou-
pled with increased thrust
on government capex, is
expected to propel con-
struction activity. Realtors'
apex body CREDAI
President Boman Irani
said the high GDP growth
indicates that the "Indian
economy is stable with rel-
atively healthy macro-eco-
nomic indicators and can
absorb any impact of a
repo rate cut, if an-
nounced, in the next finan-
cial year." Industry body
NAREDCO's National
President G Hari Babu
welcomed the decision to
maintain the repo rate.
The unchanged repo
rate will stimulate de-
mand in the real estate sec-
tor, benefiting both resi-
dential and commercial

segments, he said.
"Despite this stability, it's
noteworthy that the cur-
rent interest rate is at its
highest level in the last
four years. Therefore, we
urge that this factor be
taken into consideration
in the upcoming review
meeting. Such efforts will
support the promotion of
'Affordable Housing' and
the government's crucial
initiative of 'Housing for
All'," Babu said.

Among builders, Gaurs
Group CMD Manoj Gaur
hailed the RBI's move and
said the real estate sector
will continue to show
buoyancy as in the past
quarters.

Signature Global
Chairman Pradeep
Aggarwal said the repo
rate should have been re-

duced but added that a sta-
ble interest rate would
help in sustaining de-
mand. Nayan Raheja of
Raheja Developers said
the repo rate remains at a
4-year high, and a rollback
would have boosted the af-
fordable housing segment.

Krisumi Corporation
MD Mohit Jain said,
"While from the real estate
sector perspective, a down-
ward revision in rates
would have been the best
outcome, but the RBI's de-
cision to hold rates implies
steady EMIs for borrow-
ers." Avneesh Sood,
Director at Eros Group,
said this steady stance, up-
held for the sixth consecu-
tive time, is a boon for
homebuyers, ensuring rel-
atively affordable home
loan interest rates.
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One day export workshop
galvanizes development efforts

Central Chronicle News

Korba, Feb 08: With a
steadfast commitment to
fostering regional develop-
ment and bolstering ex-
port initiatives, the
Department of Commerce
and Industry, Government
of India, spearheaded an
impactful export outreach
workshop under the guid-
ance of the Director
General of Foreign Trade
(DGFT), Nagpur.

Held in the Collectorate
room in Korba, the work-
shop attracted a distin-
guished lineup of atten-
dees, including notable
government officials and
prominent figures from
various sectors.

Among the esteemed
participants were T.R.
Kashyap, General Manager
of the District Trade and
Industry Centre, Korba;
Ashwani Kumar Mishra,
Deputy Manager of the
Forest Division, Katghora;
AKkhilesh Mishra, repre-

Diverse stakeholders converge for export advancement

senting Horticulture; G.R.
Dewangan from the Postal
Department; Manvendra
Pratap Singh from Bank of
Maharashtra; Tomesh
Yadav from CIPET; and
Sukrita Laria from ITI.
Additionally, the event
saw the presence of
Shrikant Budhiya,
President of the Korba
District Industries
Association; S.K. Khare,
General Secretary; M.D.
Makhija, an esteemed in-
dustrialist; and Yogesh

Jain, representing the
Chamber of Commerce
and Industries. The work-
shop also welcomed
trainees undergoing train-
ing at the Industrial
Training Institute.

The workshop com-
menced with a warm wel-
come from  General
Manager T.R. Kashyap,
who set the stage for the
day's proceedings by pro-
viding an overview of the
workshop's objectives. This
was followed by informa-

tive presentations on ex-
port promotion delivered
by DGFT officials Gaurav
Sahare, Pradeep Gajbhiye,
and Pranay Kumar.
Attendees were enlight-
ened on various facets of
export facilitation, ranging
from financial options and
customs processes to the
intricacies of MSME sup-
port, loans, e-commerce,
and digital marketing
strategies.

Detailed discussions en-
sued regarding the export

Railway Safety Commissioner

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Feb 08: The re-
lentless pursuit of infra-
structure development and
operational efficiency in
railway services continues
with the extensive construc-
tion of new lines, double
lines, third lines, and fourth
lines across the division. A
significant milestone in this
endeavor is the ongoing in-

stallation of a 165.52 km
electrified third line be-
tween Anuppur and Katni
stations under the South
East Central Railway
Bilaspur Division.

Today marked a crucial
phase as the newly complet-
ed 12.7 km electrified third
line between Anuppur and
Amlai stations underwent
inspection by B.K. Mishra,
Commissioner of Railway

inspects new line

. 5
Safety, SE Circle.

As part of the inspection,
Commissioner B.K. Mishra,
accompanied by an inspec-
tion team, arrived at
Anuppur station via a spe-
cial train. The inspection
commenced with a thor-
ough examination of the
panel room, station premis-
es, and yard infrastructure
at Anuppur station, fol-
lowed by a meticulous in-

Investors demand rule
change for Sahara deposits

Central Chronicle News

Pithora, Feb 08: Investors
associated with Sahara
group in Pithora are push-
ing for regulatory reforms
amid challenges in access-
ing their deposited funds.
Despite the government's di-
rective to return investors'
money, individuals who de-
posited funds under various
schemes find themselves
unable to retrieve their in-
vestments. Criticisms
abound as depositors, pos-
sessing valid bonds, face de-
lays and hurdles in obtain-
ing refunds.

Questions arise as to why
the refund process, conduct-
ed entirely online, is not
yielding results for these de-

positors, causing frustra-
tion and anxiety. Sahara
group, having established
multiple collection centers,
offers deposit and with-
drawal services through
banks. However, depositors
argue that instead of rely-
ing solely on them, the
process should involve con-
firmation from appointed
center staff to streamline
refund procedures.

Highlighting the need for
equitable treatment, in-
vestors advocate for a rule
change akin to the return of
Rs 2000 notes facilitated via
postal services. With bil-
lions of rupees deposited by
thousands of investors
from the Pithora region
alone, the urgency for reso-
lution mounts.
Correspondingly, city de-
positors have initiated cor-
respondence with Central
Minister Amit Shah, urging
swift action to simplify re-
fund protocols and expedite
the return of their invest-
ments. Calls for regulatory
adjustments echo, resonat-
ing with the broader senti-
ment for timely and trans-
parent resolution.

spection of the motor trol-
ley along the new line be-
tween Anuppur and Amalai
stations.

During the inspection,
Commissioner Mishra
meticulously reviewed the
interlocking systems, cross-
ings, points, curves, bridges,
overhead line equipment,
signaling mechanisms, and
all safety-related aspects. He
engaged in discussions with
officials, providing neces-
sary guidance to ensure op-
erational efficiency and
safety.

Subsequently, a speed
trial was conducted with an
observation car from
Amalai station to Anuppur
station. Upon obtaining ap-
proval from the Railway
Safety Commissioner, seam-
less train operations will
commence on this newly in-
augurated third line, facili-
tating enhanced mobility
and operational efficiency.

journey of district prod-
ucts and services, includ-
ing potential challenges
and avenues for resolution.
Participants were assured
of immediate online sup-
port from DGFT officials in
addressing any export-re-
lated difficulties. The role
of the Postal Department
in facilitating exports was
elaborated by Dewangan,
while Manvendra Pratap
Singh shed light on the
Bank of Maharashtra's
pivotal role and the mecha-
nisms for ensuring finan-
cial security between buy-
ers and sellers.

Throughout the work-
shop, attendees actively en-
gaged with officials, seek-
ing clarification on various
export-related queries.
DGFT officials provided
expert guidance and en-
couraged attendees to
reach out to local authori-
ties or directly to the
Nagpur office for assis-
tance with export-related
challenges.

® Low-interest loans
for craftsmen

Central Chronicle News

Korea, Feb 08: In an ef-
fort to enhance disaster
preparedness among stu-
dents and educators, the
National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF)
conducted an enlightening
session at Swami

MVY: A step towards

Wwoimern e

@ Rural women eagerly
embrace welfare
scheme

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Feb 08: In a sig-
nificant stride towards
women's empowerment,
the Mahtari Vandan
Yojana has been launched
by the state government,
marking a pivotal moment
for women across Bilaspur
region. With administra-
tive preparations complet-
ed, the district is poised for
the successful execution of
the scheme. Various gov-
ernment departments are
actively engaged in ensur-
ing its effective implemen-
tation, with rural areas
witnessing enthusiastic
support from Panchayat
representatives,
Anganwadi workers, and
Mitanins.

In Vananchal block
Kota, an air of excitement
surrounds Mahtari

Vandan, the state govern-
ment's welfare scheme for
women. Women are flock-

NDRF empowers students &

teachers with disaster training

Atmanand School, Sonhat.
Led by District
Commander and Fire
Officer Sanjay Gupta, the
NDRF team imparted cru-
cial knowledge on disaster
management to approxi-
mately 200 students and
teachers.

During the comprehensive
training session, partici-
pants were educated on
various aspects of disaster
preparedness, including

ing in large numbers to
avail themselves of its
benefits, with public repre-

sentatives at the
Panchayat level dissemi-
nating crucial informa-
tion about the scheme.
Smita Pandey, Secretary of
Village Amne, shared her
approach in educating
rural women about the
necessary documents for
the scheme, noting the
overwhelming response
from women in Amne who
are eagerly submitting
their forms.

Geeta Markam, an
Anganwadi worker from
Gram Panchayat Hirri, ex-

flood and earthquake safe-
ty, road safety, lightning
safety, and snakebite man-
agement. This initiative
falls under the School
Safety Awareness
Programme, aimed at
equipping schools with es-
sential skills to mitigate

disaster risks.
As part of an ongoing
campaign, the NDRF

Odisha team will continue
to conduct demonstrations

LE' ’
- I e
= -

mpowerment

pressed her dedication to
facilitating the scheme's
implementation by assist-
ing women in filling out
the necessary forms. She
emphasized the potential
of the scheme to uplift
women economically.
Phoolkunwar, one of the
beneficiaries applying for
assistance under the
scheme, expressed her
gratitude towards the gov-
ernment for this thought-
ful initiative, envisioning
the funds to be used for
food and health expenses,
thereby alleviating finan-
cial burdens and fostering
self-sufficiency.

on disaster management
prevention in schools
across the district until
February 28. Practical ex-
ercises conducted by the
district disaster manage-
ment team allowed stu-
dents to practice disaster
prevention methods first-
hand. They were also in-
structed on crafting
makeshift rafts for flood
rescue operations using
household materials.

Collector Malik flags off LED screen van

k.

Mahasamund, Feb 08: A
significant initiative was
launched on Wednesday as
an LED screen van set off
to traverse the develop-
ment blocks and villages
of Mahasamund district,
aiming to disseminate cru-
cial information about
Chhattisgarh government
schemes directly to the
people. Spearheaded by
the Public Relations
Department, this innova-
tive approach seeks to en-
sure that the benefits of
government schemes
reach every corner of the
region, ultimately empow-
ering the grassroots.

The inauguration cere-
mony, graced by Collector
Prabhat Malik, marked
the official commence-

ment of the LED
screen van's journey
from the Collectorate
premises. Featuring a

large LED screen, the "

van is slated to tour
approximately 120 I
gram panchayat mar-
kets across all blocks
of Mahasamund dis-

a month, engaging {
with communities and | _

promoting govern- I

ment schemes effec- *
tively.

Operating on a fixed
route chart, the van
will visit four gram
panchayats daily, identify-
ing beneficiaries and pro-
viding assistance regard-
ing various government
initiatives. With a commit-

Collector chairs meeting of District Road Safety Committee

Central Chronicle News

Bijapur, Feb 08: District
Collector Anurag Pandey
here held a review meet-
ing of the District Road
Safety Committee in the
Collectorate meeting room
in which he gave neces-
sary guidelines to the offi-
cials of the concerned de-
partments.

During the meeting, the
Collector gave instruc-
tions to install rambler
steps at accident prone
places and instructed to
install blinkers at identi-
fied places in the district,
to put radium on the road-
sides and trees along the
roadsides at dangerous

and blind turns, and also
to allow the bus drivers to
pick up and drop passen-
gers only at the four desig-
nated bus stop locations in
the city. He also gave in-
structions, under the Skill

Development Scheme,
under which driver train-

ing will be given to un-
trained vehicle drivers in
Bijapur district, which is
a two-month course, after
which the beneficiaries
will be linked to employ-
ment and self-employ-
ment.

Instructions were also

given to the departmental
officer to make arrange-
ments for parking in the
city and a designated
place for auto-taxi to stay
and to spread publicity
about the benefits of
which drivers are not able
to get the benefit of insur-

ance due to driving with
complete documents and
not having third party in-
surance.

In this review meeting,
CEO District Panchayat
Bijapur Hemant Ramesh
Nandanwar, Joint
Collector Pawan Kumar
Premi, Traffic Nodal
Officer Deputy
Superintendent of Police
Vineet Sahu, Transport
Officer Kishan Lal Mohar,
CMO Municipality Bijapur
Pal Das of NH, PWD,
PMJSY were present. All
the members of the securi-
ty committee including the
executive engineer, district
organizer of Red Cross
were also present.

o

trict over the course of § 4

r'-i k.

ment to public welfare and
agricultural upliftment,
the state government is
dedicatedly implementing
diverse schemes catering to

every section of socie-
ty;, including farmers.
The LED van serves
as a beacon of wide-
spread publicity for
government welfare
schemes, traversing
through development
blocks and villages,
broadcasting informa-
tive films to enhance
awareness. This out-
# reach effort not only
y aims to inform citizens

about available
schemes but also sup-
ports candidates

preparing for competi-

tive exams by provid-

ing consolidated informa-

tion about government pro-
grams.

Collector Prabhat Malik

urges citizens to familiar-

ize themselves with the
schemes and avail the ben-
efits for which they are eli-
gible. Through the mobile
screen van, citizens will
gain insights into pivotal
schemes such as enhanced
tendu leaf collection
prices, increased remuner-
ation for Tendupatta collec-
tors, and the Ram Lalla
Darshan Yojana, among
others.

Accompanied by Public
Relations Assistant
Director Kirti Parashar,
Poshan Sahu, and media
representative Uttara
Vidani, the launch of the
LED screen van marks a
significant stride towards
inclusive development and
informed citizenship in
Mahasamund district.

Run for Nature: Arpa Mahotsav marathon today

@ Exciting cash prizes
await participants

Central Chronicle News

Gaurela Pendra Marwahi,
Feb 08: The upcoming
Arpa Mahotsav, scheduled
for February 10th, promis-
es a vibrant celebration
marking the fourth an-
niversary of GPM district.
Hosted at the Multi-
Purpose School Ground in
Pendra by the district ad-
ministration, the event
will feature an array of at-
tractions including de-
partmental stalls, cultural
performances, and delec-
table cuisine at the Anand
Mela.

Honoring the district's
pride and identity, the oc-
casion commemorates the
establishment of the dis-
trict and pays homage to
the Arpa River. As part of
the festivities, a 21-kilome-
ter awareness marathon is
slated for February 9th,
aimed at advocating for
the conservation of rivers
such as Arpa, Son, Tan,
Tipan, Bamhani, Johila,
Malaniya, and Ailan,
along with the picturesque
forests and hills indige-
nous to the region.
Participants stand a
chance to win cash prizes
of Rs 5,000, Rs 3,000, and
Rs 2,000 in this marathon.

Commencing from the
Forest Divisional Officer's

Office at Madna Depot at 6
am, the marathon route
will wind through various
landmarks including
Overbridge, Kurripara
Bypass, Civil Court
Square, and culminate at
Semra Bypass.
Registration for the 21km
run is now open via the
provided registration link
http://usfvci.ttu.cc, or in-
dividuals can contact or-
ganizers at the mobile
numbers 7024515104,
7898218777, 8349711524.

In addition to the 21km
marathon, a 5-kilometer
run is also scheduled dur-
ing the Arpa Mahotsav,
inviting participation
from all without the need
for prior registration.



©

SPORTS

11

CENTRAL CHRONICLE, RAIPUR, FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 09, 2024

www.centralchronicle.in

Kohli'sabsence isablowfor India,
blow for series: Nasser Hussain

Chennai, Feb 08 (PTI):

A player of the stature
of Virat Kohli missing the
upcoming Tests against
England is a blow not just
for the Indian team but
also for the series and
world cricket in general,
feels former skipper
Nasser Hussain. Hussain
though supported the
Indian maestro for priori-
tising his private life.

Kohli, who withdrew
from the first two Tests
against England due to
personal reasons, is likely
to miss the upcoming
matches in Rajkot and
Ranchi, and remains a
doubtful starter for the
Dharamsala game too. The
five-match Test series is
currently tied at 1-1.

"Yeah, well, nothing's
confirmed at the moment.
There's speculation,
whether it's the next two
Test matches, they're going
to announce their side in
the next few hours.
Whether it's the next three
Test matches, so nothing's
confirmed, but it will be a
blow. "It'll be a blow for
India. It'1l be a blow for the
series. It'll be a blow for

world cricket. It's going to
be a special series. It al-
ready has been. The first
two games have been fasci-
nating," Hussain said on
Sky Sports.

Lauding the Indian bat-
ter's achievements and
contributions to cricket,
the former England cap-
tain said players such as
Kohli deserved to spend
some time with family
after serving the game
with distinction for over 15
years. "The game needs to
look after the likes of Virat
Kohli as well. He has been
playing international

cricket for more than 15
years now, and if he needs
a break to be away with
family, (to) get some time
away from the game, we
absolutely wish Virat
Kohli all the best," Hussain
said. "If it means we don't
get the mouth-watering
possibility of an Anderson
versus Kohli contest that
we have seen over the
years, then so be it. But
Kohli and his family and
his private life has to come
first."

Hussain also said that
while Kohli is hard to re-
place, he expected KL

Performance in IPL will have greater significance
because of T20 WC selection: Tom Moody

Chennai, Feb 08 (PTI):

Veteran coach Tom Moody on
Thursday said the players' per-
formance in highly-competitive
leagues like IPL and ILT20 will
have an added heft this time
because of the impact it can have
on the team selection ahead of
the T20 World Cup.

This edition of the marquee ICC
event is scheduled to be held
jointly in the West Indies and the
USA in June and most of the
teams, including India, have
already finished their T201
assignments.

"The IPL (set to be played
between March-May), along with
any other T20 tournament, like
the ILT20, is important for any
player to be performing because
every home team is looking at
the performances of all their
players in these tournaments
because of the high-quality crick-
et in these (leagues),"” Moody

o

said during a virtual media inter-
action facilitated by the Desert
Vipers team of the ILT20. Moody
then described how these out-
ings could help players to secure
a berth in the World Cup-bound
squads.

"If you are scoring runs, taking
wickets and showing consistency,
it only puts you in a good position

Working hard on my skills
and focussed on being
consistent: Prasidh Krishna

New Delhi, Feb 08 (PTI):

Injured Indian fast
bowler Prasidh Krishna
has been on the mend
from his quadriceps in-
jury sustained during
India's tour of South
Africa and the
Bengaluru man
said that his singu-
lar endavour now
is to improve his

consistency and in- .«

crease his skill-set
moving forward.

Prasidh was handed a
debut during India's two-
Test series in South

Africa and looked com- |
pletely out of sync inred f
ball cricket before being |

ruled out of the ongoing
England series. He is un-
dergoing re-
habilitation

at the
National

"T am work-

ing on my skills on

being consistent and
doing better for the side,"
Prasidh told PTI on side-
lines of a promotional
event. Asked what are
the areas he would be
working on as he already
is naturally quick and
gets disconcerting
bounce off the track, he
replied: "Pace is one of
those things I will be
working on. With confi-
dence and rhythm, all of
those (pace) things in-
crease. But then what we

Cricket‘@/‘»,
Academy. :

need is to bowl in a par-
ticular way consistently
and stick to the tactics of
the team. That's more im-
portant.”

The competition to get
a senior national team

'.—"li

v S |
breakthrough is im-
mense and it only helps
an individual to grow as
a player. "Every time
someone gets into the
team you know he has
gone through the grind,
through the hard compe-
tition and all of that and
you are getting the best
of the crop. So I think it
is great for all individual
athletes to fight the com-
petition there is and get a
place in the team."

as an individual when it comes to
those final tough decisions
around the selection table.

"It allows you to continue with
that sort of confidence, going
into an important (T20) World
Cup," Moody added.

Even India head coach Rahul
Dravid had expressed a similar
opinion recently. "We might not
get many opportunities to play
together, so we will have to work
around that. We will obviously
have the IPL, and you know,
everyone will be watching closely
to see how some of those guys
play and what are the slots we
need to fill in the team," Dravid
had said after India's three-
match home T20I series against
Afghanistan last month.
However, Moody was not
unmindful of the challenge a new
destination like USA can offer to
the teams, who otherwise might
be familiar with conditions in the
West Indies.

Rahul, who missed the sec-
ond Test due to pain in his
right quadriceps, to return
to the playing XI.

"Virat Kohli is one of the
greatest batters ever to
play the game and any se-
ries, and any side will miss
someone of his stature. It
will be a blow for India, but
as we have seen, they have
got a very good lot of
young batters. "I think, just
speculating, KL Rahul,
who missed the second
game after being brilliant
over the last few months,
could come back in for
India," Hussain added.

FIH Pro League:
Indian women aim
to turn the tide
against USA

Bhubaneswar, Feb 08 (PTI):

Arresting the free-fall after a
hat-trick of defeats will be the
top-most agenda of Indian
women's hockey team as it
gears up to face the United
States in its fourth FIH Pro
League 2023-24 clash here on
Friday.

Having failed to qualify for the
Paris Olympics, the Savita
Punia-led women's team's
performance had gone from
bad to worse in recent times.
India lost 1-2 to China, fol-
lowed by another 1-3 defeat at
the hands of The Netherlands.
The hosts lost their third
match on the trot against the
formidable Australia, who
blanked them 3-0.

Reflecting on the team's early
sethacks, skipper Savita said:
"Our initial matches have
posed formidable challenges,
but we're a resilient team.
Each defeat has fuelled our
determination to learn, adapt,
and come back stronger.

"The upcoming clash against
the USA is an opportunity to
showcase our true potential
and register our first win in
the tournament."

On the flip side, the USA had a
challenging start to the tour-
nament as well, suffering a
comprehensive 0-7 defeat
against the Netherlands.

Complete bowler Bumrah
will be best pacer of T20
World Cup: Vernon Philander

Johannesburg, Feb 08 (PTI):

His ability to hold a line,
bowl wicket-taking deliv-
eries without leaking runs
along with those lethal
yorkers make Jasprit
Bumrah the most com-
plete bowler in interna-
tional cricket, says former
South African seamer
Vernon Philander, who
foresees the Indian outper-
forming all his contempo-
raries in this year's T20
World Cup in the
Americas.

Bumrah on Wednesday
became the first Indian
pacer to be crowned num-
ber one in ICC Test rank-
ings. This was after his
magical performance in
the second Test against
England that yielded nine
wickets on a sporting
track at Visakhapatnam.

Philander, who has
played 64 Tests for South
Africa with 225 wickets
against his name, said
Bumrah doesn't seem to
have any chinks in his ar-
mour. "Bumrah is the
(most) complete bowler at
the moment. He has got
magnificent skills and he
has also learnt the trade of
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holding a line and length
and that is the reason be-
hind his success at the
Test level," Philander told
'PTI Bhasha' in an inter-
view on the sidelines of
the SA T20 Tournament
here. "Initially, he wanted
to bowl wicket-taking de-
liveries all the time and
leaked runs but now he
has learnt consistency," he
pointed out. The T20 World
Cup will be held in June
across the West Indies and
the USA and inaugural
champions India would be
among the title favourites.
Philander said the team
will rely heavily on
Bumrah as he has become

Prajwal Dev gets wildcard entry for Bengaluru Open

Bengaluru, Feb 08 (PTI):

Prajwal Dev, who was re-
cently named in India's
Davis Cup squad as a re-
serve, was on Thursday
handed a wild card entry
into the singles main draw
of the Bengaluru Open, an
ATP Challenger event
starting February 12.

The 27-year Dev had
competed in Bengaluru
Open last year also but had
fallen in the first round.

However he is coming
into the fresh season on the
back of a decent show in
2023 in which he ended a
runner-up at the ITF 15k
event in Thailand and also
reached the semi-finals in
three other tournaments.

"I would like to thank
KSLTA for the wonderful
opportunity to play in the
main draw. I am privileged
to receive the wild card and

Secret to our team’s good performance is
team bonding: India U19 captain Saharan

Benoni, Feb 08 (PTI):

The camaraderie in the dress-
ing room has played a signifi-
cant role in Indian team's dom-
inant run in the U19 World
Cup, skipper Uday Sharan said
on Thursday and vowed to
bring the trophy back home.
Defending champions India
have not lost a single match in
the tournament. They have
logged big-margin victories
and were not tested till they
bumped into hosts South
Africa in the semifinals in
which they scored a narrow

Heartbreak for
Pak; it’s Aus vs
India final in
Under 19 cricket

Benoni, Feb 08:

In a nail-biting match, Australia
clinched a heart-stopping victory
against Pakistan in the Under 19
World Cup Cricket, securing their
spot in the final against India.
The game witnessed intense
moments as Pakistan set a target
of 180 runs, only to be chased
down by Australia with just one
wicket remaining. Ali Raza of
Pakistan showcased exceptional
bowling skills, taking four crucial
wickets, but it was Raf
MacMillan's composed batting in
the final overs that steered
Australia to triumph. Highlighting
the Australian team's stellar per-
formance were Harry Dixon, who
scored a pivotal 50 runs, and
Oliver Peake, contributing 49
runs. With this thrilling win,
Australia sets the stage for an
epic showdown with India in the
final, promising cricket enthusi-
asts a match filled with anticipa-
tion and excitement.

two-wicket win. India have
been a force to reckon with in
the Under-19 World Cup,
reaching the title clash seven
times in last nine editions.

"It is a dream for all of us to
win this tournament. Everyone
gets only one Under-19 World
Cup and we want to repeat the
history. We also want to regis-
ter our names in history. We
are focused on giving our
best," Saharan told PTI-Bhasha
in an interview.

"I would like to tell the coun-
trymen to continue supporting
us like this. We promise to give

Paris, Feb 08 (AP):

Kylian Mbappe scored
his 30th goal of the season
as Paris Saint-Germain
advanced to the French
Cup quarterfinals with a 3-
1 win over Brest that ex-
tended its unbeaten run to
15 matches.

Amid persistent ru-
mours he will leave PSG to
join Real Madrid after his
contract runs out at the
end of June, Mbappe has
been in tremendous form
this season. Last weekend,
the France captain scored
his 20th league goal in just
19 matches.

According to data by
Opta, Mbappe has been in-
volved in 50 goals in 28
French Cup games 35
goals and 15 assists scor-
ing 11 goals in his last four
matches in the competi-
tion.

But while Mbappe con-
tinues to impress, PSG re-

everything to bring the Cup
back." India's power-packed
performance in the tourna-
ment was highlighted by three
200-plus run margin wins. "The
secret to our team's good per-
formance is team bonding. The
atmosphere in the dressing
room is very friendly. Everyone
trusts each other and is ready
to help each other. That is why
the performance graph has
been consistently good," said
Saharan, who spent his early
days in Sri Ganganagar before
shifting to the border town of
Fazilka in Punjab.

mains fragile ahead of
next week's match against
Real Sociedad in the first
leg of their Champions
League round of 16 tie.

N

FCC Cup Season 2 cricket tourney from Feb 26

Raipur, Jan 08:

The grand action of the
FCC Cup Season 2 cricket
tournament sponsored by
AT Jewelers Kotwali was
held, in which the trophy
unveiling took place, or-
ganized by Vivek
Bhojwani and his FCC
committee, modeled on
the IPL. In the FCC Cup,
12 teams from the city
and about 200 players are
participating and will
showcase their skills.
This tournament will be
played from February 26,
creating a new identity in
Raipur and providing a
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Brest dominated early pro-
ceedings at the Parcedes
Princes on Wednesday and
conceded against the run
of the play. The visitors

I am looking forward to the
tournament. Hopefully, I
can do well. I am coming
off a good week in Chennai
and hopefully I continue
with that," said Prajwal,
currently ranked 611 in
ATP rankings.

"Expectation is there and
I am hopeful I will live up
to that," he said.

The KSLTA will soon an-
nounce more main draw
wild cards for the tourna-
ment which will conclude
on February 18.

"Prajwal has the poten-
tial to break into top-500
soon and we want to give
him an opportunity to
achieve the feat at the earli-
est. He is a very talented
player, and support at right
time is what a player needs.
Our endeavour is to sup-
port local talent," said
Sunil  Yajaman, the
Tournament Director.

golden opportunity for
emerging players from

had the upper hand until
the 34th minute, hitting
the post and forcing PSG
goalkeeper Gianluigi
Donnarumma to an excel-

the sort of bowler who can
never be written off in the
shortest format. "He
swings the new ball,
brings the stumps into the
play and challenges the
batters upfront. He is phe-
nomenal with those
change-ups and lethal
yorkers and that is the
skill set you want in the
T20 World Cup," he ex-
plained. "I feel he is going
to play a massive part in
the tournament and per-
haps also be the best seam-
er;," said the veteran

Philander, who is the
second fastest ever to
reach 50 Test wickets by
touching the milestone in
just seven games, was also
full of praise for Bumrah's
pace colleague
Mohammed Shami and
said that he "uses his seam
beautifully".

"...the way he has gone
to dominate at the moment
is really exciting to see.
The plans he had adopted
when he came to bowl in
South Africa. It is a tough
place to bowl and one has
to change the mindset
from bowling on the flat
subcontinental pitches to
bowling here," he said.

Etihad to be official
sponsor of Chennai
SuperKings

Mumbai, Feb 08 (PTI):

Gulf carrier Etihad Airways on
Thursday entered into an
agreement with the Chennai
Super Kings (CSK) to become
its official sponsor.

The partnership will cover
CSK's events and platforms,
while its players' jerseys will
display the Etihad logo, the
carrier said. The collaboration
with the five-time champion of
the Indian Premier League
(IPL), comes close on the heels
of Etihad roping in Bollywood
actor Katrina Kaif as its brand
ambassador, it said. Etihad
started flying into India 20
years ago and has been invest-
ing here from day one, be it in
deploying the best planes here
or customising local palette to
customers across the 10 cities
where we are operating,
Etihad Airways Chief Revenue
Officer Arik De said.

Chhattisgarh to move for-
ward.

lent save before Bradley
Locko gave the ball away
to Ousmane Dembel on
the left side of the box.
Warren Zaere-Emery then
fed Mbappe, who broke the
deadlock with a powerful
right-footed shot at the far
post from a tight angle.

Brest players had their
heads down and were pun-
ished a second time three
minutes later when Danilo
Pereira slotted home from
Dembel 's assist. Brest was
on the brink.

Mbappe missed the
chance to make it 3-0 just
after halftime on a swift
counterattack when his
clever chipped ball ended
on the crossbar.

The visitors returned
from the dressing room in
better spirits and Steve
Mouni 's powerful header
in the 65th minute that left
Donnarumma powerless
injected a dose of sus-
pense into the match.
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New Delhi, Feb 08 (PTI):

Massive traffic jams
were witnessed on the
Delhi-Noida borders on
Thursday as police put up
barricades to check vehi-
cles entering the national
capital after a protest
called by farmers in Noida
and Greater Noida, offi-
cials said.

Motorists spent hours in
the crawling traffic at the
Delhi-Noida link road
near Mayur Vihar, as po-
lice personnel with heavy
equipment were on alert
to deal with any eventuali-
ty in case protesting farm-
ersreached there.

At the border, heavy
duty bulldozers, backhoe
machines, riot control ve-
hicles and water cannons
were parked strategically,
the officials said.

According to the Delhi
Traffic Police, heavy traf-
fic was also witnessed at

FARMER PROTESTS

Delhi-Noida borders witness traffic
chaos, heavy police force deployed

DND, Chilla,
Ghazipur borders.

Several farmers' groups
in Noida and Greater
Noida, who have been on
protest since December
2023 demanding hiked
compensation and devel-
oped plots against their ac-
quired land, on Thursday
gave a call to march to-
wards Parliament to press
for their demands.
However, they were
stopped near Mahamaya
Flyover in Noida.

A senior Delhi Police of-
ficer said that if needed,
the link road near Mayur
Vihar will be blocked com-
pletely.

"As of now, the Uttar
Pradesh Police is dealing
with them (farmers) and
hopefully they will not
enter Delhi," he said.

At Sarita Vihar in south
Delhi, several vehicles
going towards Noida
through Kalindi Kunj

and

BoomBox brings together two
dlstmct genres of musm world

Mumbai, Jan 08: Celebratmg
the spirit of ‘Living it Large’,
Seagram’s Royal Stag presents
the second edition of Royal
Stag BoomBox, a one-of-its-
kind musical festival where the
best-loved  melodies  of
Bollywood meet the pulsating
beats of hip-hop. In an exclu-
sive preview in Mumbai on
07th February 2024, the brand
unveiled what’s in store at the
second edition of Royal Stag
BoomBox. For many years,
music has been a key con-
sumer engagement pillar for
the brand. Royal Stag BoomBox

audaciously brmgs together
two distinct genres of the
music industry, the melody of
Bollywood and the gully vibe of
Hip-Hop, to create the original
sound of today’s generation,
the Generation Large. This is a
tribe that tends to make rather
than follow trends; a tribe that
is in constant search of soul-
touching experiences. Royal
Stag BoomBox intends to stir
the imagination of this genera-
tion, blending music they have
inherited, Bollywood scores,
with the genre that speaks to
them, Hip Hop.

b,

| PROTEST MARCH

were stuck in the jam, the
officials said.

"T am going to Agra and
cannot change route now
because this is the only
way which will take me to
the Yamuna Expressway.
The traffic is crawling,"
said Raj Sharma, a com-
muter.

Heavy traffic jams were
also reported on the Delhi-
Noida-Direct (DND)
Flyway and the Delhi-
Meerut expressway, the of-
ficials said.

The commuters took to
X mentioning about the
traffic situation near the
bordering areas. They
wrote that the traffic was
heavy on the DND Flyway
and Delhi-Meerut express-
way. The Delhi Traffic
Police said that the traffic
was affected from Kalindi
Kunj towards Noida.
"Traffic is affected in the
carriageway from Kalindi
Kunj towards Noida due to

E

(PTI): In India, an

estimated 3.4 crore
older adults, aged 60 years
and above, are living with
mild cognitive impair-
ment, affecting their daily
lives and activities in some
manner, new research has
found. It estimated that 2.4
crore and almost 1 crore
older adults are living
with mild and major neu-
rocognitive disorders, re-
spectively, impairing facul-
ties like memory, atten-
tion, executive function
and language, and signify-
ing potential dementia.

Using survey data from
nationally representative
sample of adults in India,
researchers found a high-
er prevalence of these dis-

orders in the older ones
(over 80 years old) and in

New Delhi, Feb 08

demonstration near
Mahamaya Flyover in
Noida. Kindly plan your
journey accordingly," po
lice wrote on X.

Meanwhile, security has
been stepped up in the na-
tional capital, especially
on the Delhi-Uttar Pradesh
border, in view of the
protests by farmers, offi-
cials added.

Around 150 farmers
have been stopped near
the Mahamaya flyover in
Noida by the Uttar
Pradesh Police, officials
said.

Alternative traffic
arrangements have been
made and commuters
were advised to avoid cer-
tain roads. "Heavy securi-
ty arrangements have
been made in different
border entry points in the
national capital. No one
will be allowed to breach
law and order;" a senior po-
lice officer said.

‘About 3.4 crore older

those with lower levels of
education. Prevalence in
women and men was
found to be comparable
and almost equal.

The team also found the
prevalence to be higher in
rural-living older adults
than urban ones, and more
in the illiterate than the
literate. About 13.4 crore
adults in India are estimat-
ed to be aged 60 years and
above, and are projected to
constitute 20 per cent of
the population by 2050,
they said. For the study,
the international team of
researchers, led by Johns
Hopkins University, US,
and including those at St.
John's Medical College,
Bengaluru, Karnataka, re-
cruited almost 4,100 partic-
ipants residing in 18 geo-
graphically and linguisti-

) ﬁmr‘r“fﬁgm&g:

Farmers during a protest march to the national capital, in Noida, Thursday.

New Delhi, Feb 08
(PTI): The global
mean temperature
breached the 1.5-de-
gree Celsius thresh-
old for an entire year
for the first time, the
European climate
agency said on
Thursday:

However, this does
not imply a perma-
nent breach of the
1.5-degree Celsius
limit specified in the
Paris Agreement, as
it refers to long-term
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warming over many
years.

Scientists at the
European Union's
Copernicus Climate

Change Service (C3S) also
said that the world experi-
enced the warmest
January on record. In fact,
every month since June

last year has been the
warmest such month on
record.

They attribute the ex-
ceptional warming to the
combined effects of El Ni
0 - a period of abnormal
warming of surface wa-
ters in the central Pacific
Ocean and human-
caused climate change.

C3S said the global
mean temperature for the
past 12 months (February
2023-January 2024) was
the highest on record and
1.52 degrees Celsius above
the 1850-1900 pre-industri-
al average. The global av-
erage temperature in
January was 1.66 degrees
Celsius above the January
average for 1850-1900, the
designated pre-industrial
reference period. With an
average temperature of
13.14 degrees Celsius,

January 2024 was 0.12 de-
grees Celsius warmer
than the previous
warmest January in 2020,
the EU's climate agency
said.

Samantha  Burgess,
Deputy Director of C3S,
said that "2024 starts with
another record-breaking
month - not only is it the
warmest January on
record but we have also
just experienced a 12-
month period of more
than 1.5 degrees Celsius
above the pre-industrial
reference period".

"Rapid reductions in
greenhouse gas emissions
are the only way to stop
global temperatures from
increasing," she said.

The year 2023 was the
warmest on record, with
the average global temper-
ature rise compared to

‘World breached 1.5-degree limit for entire year for first time’

pre-industrial levels near-
ing the 1.5-degree Celsius
threshold. The World
Meteorologlcal
Organisation in
December said 2024 could
be worse as "El Ni o typi-
cally has the greatest im-
pact on global tempera-
ture after it peaks."

In 2015, countries
agreed in Paris to limit
the average temperature
rise to well below 2 de-
grees Celsius, and prefer-
ably to 1.5 degrees Celsius,
compared to pre-industri-
al levels (1850-1900), to
avoid worsening climate
impacts.

Long-term data shows
earth's global surface tem-
perature has risen by
around 1.15

pre-industrial levels (1850-
1900).

—| VAYU SHAKTI 2024 PREPARATIONS ——

Pokhran: Indian Air Force personnel during preparations for the upcoming "Vayu Shakti 2024° exercise.

cally diverse states such as

Jammu & Kashmir,
Punjab, Delhi, West
Bengal, Maharashtra,

Karnataka, Tamil Nadu,
among others. The majori-
ty of the group was aged
60-79 years. This study is
called the LASI-DAD,
Harmonized Diagnostic
Assessment of Dementia
for the Longitudinal Aging
Study in India, and the
participants were recruit-
ed from the main LASI.
They collectively repre-
sented 91 per cent of the
population, the re-
searchers said in their
study published in the
journal PLoS ONE.

"We are aware of no pre-
vious Indian population-
representative estimates
of mild cognitive impair-
ment, a group which will

Vedanta
Aluminium build
awareness on
cancer prevention

New Delhi, Jan 08: On
World Cancer Day,
Vedanta Aluminium,
India’s largest alumini-
umproducer, reaffirmed
its commitment to provid-
ing the best healthcare fa-
cilities and support to can-
cer patients, particularly
those hailing from rural
areas. On the occasion,
Vedanta Group’s Raipur-
based state-of-the-art can-
cer facility and one of
India’s leading cancer care
hospitals, BALCO Medical
Centre (BMC), organised a
series of cancer aware-
ness activities in
Chhattisgarh, focused on
promoting prevention, de-
tection, and treatment of
the disease. BMC'’s efforts
were aligned with the
theme ‘Closing the Care
Gap’ by bringing cancer
care to people’s doorsteps
through a mammography
van equipped with screen-
ings for breast, cervix, and
head & neck cancers - the
3 most common cancers in
India as well as opening a
chemotherapy daycare
centre in the heart of
Raipur so patients don’t
have to travel far for
chemotherapy.

ndians living with mild
cognitive impairment, affecting daily lives’

be increasingly important
in coming years to identify
for potential therapeutic
treatment," the authors
wrote.

For their analysis, the
researchers relied on the
Diagnostic and Statistical
Manual  of Mental
Disorders (DSM-5), a wide-
ly recognised clinical diag-
nostic authority. It recog-
nises that dementia typi-
cally involves cognitive de-
cline severe enough to in-
terfere with one's daily
functioning, they ex-
plained.

The DSM-5 diagnostic
criteria for neurocognitive
disorder entails documen-
tation of cognitive decline
and assessing how inde-
pendent an individual per-
forms their everyday ac-
tivities.

Practice of 40 % kickbacks continues
under Cong govt: K'taka contractors

Bengaluru, Feb 08 (PTI):

Karnataka State
Contractors' Association
president D Kempanna on
Thursday alleged that the
practice of 40 per cent
kickbacks on government
contracts continues even
under the Congress
regime. Accusing officials
in the state government of
rampant corruption, he
said, earlier (during the
previous BJP regime)
public representatives
were demanding bribes,
now it's their turn.

"Corruption is on in
Karnataka by the offi-
cials. Till now no MLA,
MP or Minister has asked
us for money. Earlier
MLASs used to ask for a
specified amount to give
us a contract for work,
that is not the situation

now. Now the officials
come and ask -- give
money, if you want work,"
Kempanna said.

Speaking to reporters
here, he said, "When we
ask as to whom the money
should be given, they (offi-
cials) say -- why do you
want it (to know)? If you
want the work, give
money."

The Association had
under the leadership of
Kempanna earlier alleged
"harassment" by minis-
ters, elected representa-
tives and others during
the previous BJP regime,
accusing them of de-
manding 40 per cent com-
mission for awarding con-
tracts and clearing bills,
and had even written a let-
ter to the Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in this re-
gard.

Maha signs MoU with Google for harnessing Al

Pune, Feb 08 (PTI):

The Maharashtra gov-
ernment on Thursday
signed a Memorandum of
Understanding with
search engine giant
Google to utilize Artificial
Intelligence for solutions
in sectors like agriculture,
healthcare and education.

The MoU was signed at
the company's office here
in the presence of deputy
chief minister Devendra
Fadnavis, Sanjay Gupta,
country head and vice
president, Google India;
and state chief secretary
Nitin Kareer.

"Few weeks back, I met
Gupta ji and we had a
small talk on how Al is af-
fecting our lives and he in-
formed me that their dif-
ferent centres of excel-
lence are creating differ-
ent platforms and applica-
tions which are not only
changing the businesses

but the lives of people. I
told him about the govern-
ment's plan to set up a cen-
tre of excellence in
Nagpur. Here we both
thought that this can be a
mutually beneficial part-
nership," Fadnavis said on
this occasion.

Technology should be
used to "positively affect"
governance and power its
delivery systems as this
can change the people's
lives, the deputy CM
added.

Google and the state
government will work to-
gether on seven areas, he
said, adding that one of
them is "agricultural sus-
tainability"

"Today we are talking
about sustainability in
every sphere of life but
the sustainability issues
are much more vital in
agriculture. Half our wor-
ries in government are
about agriculture sustain-

ability. With climate
change issues, we have un-
seasonal rains, we have
droughts in same year. It
has become a localised
phenomena that we need
more predictability and
sustainability in the field
of agriculture," Fadnavis
said.

With the platforms and
applications that Google is
going to create, sustain-
ability and predictability
can be brought in agricul-
ture and agricultural dis-
tress can be reduced, he
added.

"In the field of start-ups,
the collaboration will
bring Pune on the global
map. With the start-up
ecosystem increasing, a
lot of technology start-ups
are coming up. A lot of
start-ups are working in
the field of agriculture
and they are changing the
lives of farmers,"
Fadnavis said.
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