
Narayanpur, Feb 03: 

Two Naxalites were
killed in a gun battle with
security forces in
Narayanpur district, po-
lice said on Saturday.

The encounter took
place in the forest near
Gomagal village under
Orchha police station
limits, where a team of
security personnel was
out on an anti-Naxalite
operation on Friday
evening, an official said.

The operation was
launched following a tip-
off about the presence of
'Arab' alias Kamlesh, the
secretary of the Nelnar
area committee of
Maoists, local organisa-
tion squad (LOS) com-

mander Somdu and other
Maoists in the area, he
said.

After the exchange of
fire, bodies of two
Naxalites, along with a
.12-bore gun and a muz-
zle-loading gun, were re-
covered from the spot, he
said.

The identity of the de-
ceased Naxalites is yet to
be ascertained, the offi-
cial said, adding that a
search is underway in the
nearby areas.

Earlier this week, three
CRPF personnel, includ-
ing two belonging to its
specialised jungle war-
fare unit CoBRA
(Commando Battalion for
Resolute Action), were
killed and 15 others in-
jured in the encounter in
Sukma district of the
state.

Hospitalised
JJaaiippuurr:: Former Rajasthan
chief minister Ashok
Gehlot was admitted to
Sawai Man Singh (SMS)
Hospital here with a fever
and low oxygen saturation
after he tested positive
for COVID-19 and swine
flu. In a post on X on
Friday night, Gehlot said
he had a fever for the
past few days and had
tested positive for COVID-
19 and swine flu.

FIR 
JJuunnaaggaaddhh:: Two persons
were arrested by
Junagadh police in
Gujarat on Saturday after
a video of an inflammato-
ry speech allegedly deliv-
ered by an Islamic
preacher went viral on
social media. Police were
trying to trace the
preacher, Mumbai resi-
dent Mufti Salman Azhari,
said Superintendent of
Police Harshad Mehta.

Mishap
PPaallgghhaarr:: A 14-year-old boy
was killed and a man injured
when a speeding truck over-
turned and hit the tempo
they were travelling in on
the Mumbai-Ahmedabad
Highway in Maharashtra's
Palghar district on Saturday,
police said. 
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BRIEF

PM Modi being received by Assam
CM Himanta Biswa Sarma on his

arrival, at the LGBI Airport in
Guwahati, Saturday.

New Delhi, Feb 03 (PTI) 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi an-
nounced on Saturday that
BJP stalwart and former
deputy prime minister
Lal Krishna Advani will
be conferred the Bharat
Ratna, the country's high-
est civilian award, and de-
scribed it as a "very emo-
tional moment for me".

"One of the most re-
spected statesmen of our
times, his contribution to
the development of India
is monumental. His is a
life that started from
working at the grassroots
to serving the nation as
our Deputy Prime
Minister," Modi said on X.

His decades-long serv-
ice in public life has been
marked by an unwavering
commitment to trans-
parency and integrity, set-
ting an exemplary stan-
dard in political ethics,
the prime minister said.

Advani has made un-
paralleled efforts towards
furthering national unity
and cultural resurgence,
he said.

"The conferring of the
Bharat Ratna on him is a

very emotional moment
for me. I will always con-
sider it my privilege that I
got countless opportuni-
ties to interact with him
and learn from him," he
said.

Modi spoke to the BJP's
longest serving president,
who is credited with craft-
ing the party's rise
through the 90s when it
came to power for the first
time with Atal Bihari
Vajpayee heading coali-
tion governments, and
congratulated him.

Advani's parliamentary
interventions have always
been exemplary and full
of rich insights, Modi
said.

Soon after the prime
minister's announcement,

a communication from
the Rashtrapati Bhawan
said President Droupadi
Murmu has been pleased
to award the Bharat Ratna
to Advani.

After the announce-
ment, the 96-year-old
leader greeted mediaper-
sons from a distance at his
residence and his daugh-
ter Pratibha Advani told
journalists that he is very
happy at being given the
country's highest state ho-
nour.

He thanked PM Modi
and the people of the
country, she said. 'Dada',
she said in an affectionate
reference to her father,
noted that he has dedicat-
ed his entire life to the
country.

Mumbai, Feb 03 (PTI): 

Poonam Pandey on Saturday
made an appearance on social
media and said she is "alive", a
day after there were reports
that the actor had died of cer-
vical cancer.
"I feel compelled to share
something significant with you
all - I am here, alive. Cervical
Cancer didn't claim me, but
tragically, it has claimed the
lives of thousands of women
who stemmed from a lack of
knowledge on how to tackle
this disease," the 32-year-old
actor posted on Instagram
alongside a video.

Pandey said she wants to
spread "critical awareness"
about the disease and ensure
every woman is informed
about the steps to take.
"Together, let's strive to put an
end to the devastating impact
of the disease and bring #
Death To CervicalCancer," she
wrote.
On Friday, the actor's team
made the shock announcement
that Pandey passed away after
a battle with cervical cancer
but there was no confirmation
of the death of the model,
influencer and sometime actor
known for her bold statements
and appearances.

Thane/Mumbai, Feb 03 (PTI): 

A Shiv Sena leader suf-
fered multiple gunshot
wounds and is in critical
condition after a BJP MLA
fired upon him over a land
dispute in Maharashtra's
Thane district, prompting
the opposition to demand
Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde's resignation, citing
deteriorating law and order
in the state.

Deputy CM and state
home minister Devendra
Fadnavis said he has or-
dered a high-level probe to
find out what made the
MLA open fire and under
what circumstances.

Kalyan MLA Ganpat
Gaikwad of BJP opened
fire on Mahesh Gaikwad,
the Shinde-led Sena's
Kalyan chief, inside the
chamber of the senior in-

spector of Hill Line police
station in Ulhasnagar area
on Friday night, Additional
Commissioner of Police
Dattatrya Shinde told the
media. Talking to the news
channel 'Zee24taas' over the
phone before his arrest,
Ganpat Gaikwad said that
he used the firearm as his
son was being beaten at the
police station. Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde is
trying to establish a "king-
dom of criminals" in
Maharashtra, he alleged.

Ulhasnagar falls in the
Kalyan parliamentary con-
stituency, represented by
CM Shinde's son Shrikant
Shinde. BJP and Shinde-
led Sena belong to the rul-
ing coalition in
Maharashtra.

Mahesh Gaikwad was
taken to a local hospital be-

fore being shifted to a pri-
vate medical facility in
Thane city. He underwent
an emergency life-saving
surgery and is on a ventila-
tor, said the hospital,
adding that his condition is
"currently critical". A team
of doctors is monitoring
his vitals.

Chandigarh, Feb 03 (PTI):

Punjab Governor and
Chandigarh Administrator
Banwarilal Purohit submit-
ted his resignation to
President Droupadi Murmu
on Saturday, citing personal
reasons.

"Due to my personal rea-
sons and certain other com-
mitments, I tender my resig-
nation from the post of gov-
ernor of Punjab and
Administrator, Union
Territory, Chandigarh.
Please accept the same and
oblige," Purohit wrote in his
resignation letter. Purohit's
resignation came a day after
he met Union Home
Minister Amit Shah in
Delhi. Their meeting came
days after the BJP swept the
Chandigarh mayoral polls,
retaining all three posts, a
setback to the Congress-
AAP alliance which alleged
tampering with ballot pa-
pers by the presiding officer.
On Wednesday, a division
bench of the Punjab and

Haryana High Court denied
interim relief to the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP). The
party had sought fresh polls
under the supervision of a
retired judge of the court.

The Supreme Court on
Friday agreed to consider
an AAP councillor's request
seeking urgent hearing of
his plea challenging the
high court order.

Purohit had been at log-
gerheads with Punjab Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann
over several issues, includ-
ing holding the Assembly
sessions and appointments
of vice-chancellors. Purohit
had also taken exception to
Mann calling his official let-
ters "love letters."

New Delhi, Feb 03 (PTI): 

After a five-hour drama,
Crime Branch officials of
the Delhi Police on
Saturday served a notice
on Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal, asking
him to reply within three
days in a probe into his
claims that the BJP at-
tempted to poach seven
AAP MLAs.

A Delhi Police officer
said, "We have served the
notice on him (Kejriwal).
He can give the reply in
three days in a written
form."

The Crime Branch has
asked Kejriwal to reveal
the names of AAP MLAs
who were claimed to have

been approached by the
BJP. Earlier, a drama un-
folded at Kejriwal's resi-
dence in Civil Lines as a
Crime Branch team ar-
rived again on Saturday to
serve him a notice in con-
nection with the probe.

Last week, Kejriwal, in a

post on X, had alleged that
the BJP offered Rs 25 crore
each to seven AAP MLAs
to quit the party in order
to topple his government.

Shortly after Kejriwal,
Delhi Minister Atishi held
a press conference and al-
leged that the BJP had

launched "Operation
Lotus 2.0" in Delhi.

Advani gets Bharat Ratna
Very emotional
moment for me: PM

Veteran BJP leader L.K. Advani at his residence, in New Delhi, Saturday.

Veteran BJP leader Lal
Krishna Advani said on
Saturday that the Bharat
Ratna award is not only an
honour for him as a person
but also for the ideals and
principles that he strove to
serve throughout life to the
best of his ability.
"With utmost humility and
gratitude, I accept the Bharat
Ratna that has been conferred
on me today," he said in a
statement soon after Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
announced his name for the
country's highest civilian hon-
our.
The 96-year-old leader, the
longest serving president of
the BJP, said ever since he
joined the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) as
its volunteer at the age of 14
years he has sought reward in
only one thing "in dedicated
and selfless service of my
beloved country in whatever
task life assigned to me".
He said what has inspired his
life is the motto: "This life is
not mine. My life is for my
nation."
Today, he said, he gratefully
remembers two persons with
whom he had the honour of
working closely Pandit
Deendayal Upadhyaya and
Atal Bihari Vajpayee, awarded
the Bharat Ratna earlier.

Bharat Ratna not 
only honour for me.....

Poonam Pandey is alive, appears
in cervical cancer awareness video

Sena man shot by BJP MLA critical
Fadnavis orders
high-level probe

Shiv Sena leader Mahesh
Gaikwad receives treatment in

a hospital after he was
allegedly shot by BJP MLA

Ganpat Gaikwad.

Maharashtra BJP legislator Ganpat Gaikwad has alleged
that he fired at an ally Shiv Sena leader in self-defence
and he has "no regrets" since they were beating his son
inside the police station. He has been arrested. Mahesh
Gaikwad, who belongs to Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde's faction, and another supporter were injured in
the firing after an argument over a land dispute. The
incident occurred on Friday night in Ulhasnagar, which comes under
Kalyan parliamentary segment. "Yes, I shot (him) myself. I have no
regrets. If my son is being beaten in front of the police inside the police
station, what will I do," he told media.

A court in Thane district on Saturday remanded BJP MLA Ganpat
Gaikwad, arrested for allegedly opening fire on a local Shiv Sena leader
inside a police station, to police custody till February 14. Gaikwad and
two others were produced before a court of First Class Judicial
Magistrate in Ulhasnagar in the evening. FCJM AA Nikam remanded the
trio to police custody till February 14, a senior police officer told PTI.

‘I shot him myself, no regrets’

MLA in police custody till Feb 14

Punjab Guv Purohit resigns

Two Naxalites killed in encounter 
With security
forces

Dehradun, Feb 03 (PTI): 
A complete ban on polygamy and
child marriage, a common mar-
riageable age for girls across all
faiths and enforcing similar
grounds and procedures for
divorce are understood to be
among the major recommenda-
tions of a panel which drafted a
Uniform Civil Code for
Uttarakhand. The five-member
government-appointed panel,
headed by retired Supreme Court
judge Ranjana Prakash Desai,
Friday submitted the four-volume
report running into 749 pages to
Uttarakhand Chief Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami, who said
the draft will be examined, studied
and discussed before it is tabled in
the assembly on February 6. A
special four-day session of the
assembly has been convened from
February 5-8 to pass a legislation
on the UCC. Sources said the panel
has also recommended that boys
and girls will have equal inheri-
tance rights, registration of mar-
riages will be made mandatory
and the marriageable age for girls
would be increased so that they
can become graduates before
marriage.

SAURYA SANDHYA

Army officials show their skill at 'Saurya Sandhya', an Indian Army exhibition, organ-
ised as part of the the Army Day, in Nagpur, Saturday. 
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‘Ban on polygamy,
child marriage’

After 5-hour drama, cops serve notice to Kejriwal
Over claims of
poaching AAP MLAs

AAP leader Jasmine Shah speaks with Delhi Police Crime Branch
officials who came to serve  Arvind Kejriwal a notice regarding
investigation into his claim that the BJP was trying to poach AAP
MLAs, at CM's official residence in New Delhi, Saturday.

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Saturday react-
ed to the police's attempts
to serve him a notice over
his MLA poaching charge
against the BJP, saying he
sympathised with the police
who were being made to
indulge in "drama" by their
"political bosses" instead of
preventing crime in the city.
Drama unfolded at
Kejriwal's official residence
in Civil Lines Saturday
morning as a crime branch
team of the Delhi Police
arrived to serve him a
notice to join a probe over
his claim that the BJP was
trying to poach AAP MLAs.

Sympathise with
police.......
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Raipur, Feb 03:

Health and Family
Welfare Minister Shyam
Bihari Jaiswal chaired a
review meeting of the
Health Department at
Mahanadi Bhawan
Mantralaya. He obtained
information from offi-
cials about the implemen-
tation status of the
Ayushman Bharat
Pradhan Mantri Jan
Arogya Yojana. He in-
structed them to ensure
continuous monitoring of
hospitals empanelled

under the Ayushman
Bharat scheme across the
state. To facilitate this, he
stressed the need to
promptly fill vacant ad-
ministrative and techni-
cal positions at the State
Nodal Agency level.

Health Minister
Jaiswal directed to inves-
tigate complaints against
hospitals charging pa-
tients extra fees or engag-
ing in other irregularities
contrary to the scheme’s
guidelines. He urged

strict enforcement of reg-
ulations and swift action
against any misconduct
to ensure that patients re-
ceiving treatment under
the scheme face no diffi-
culties.

Additional Chief
Secretary (Health) Ms
Renu Pillay,
Commissioner cum
Director Health Services
Rituraj Raghuvanshi, MD
NHM Dr Jagdish Sonkar,
MD CGMSC Ms Padmini
Bhoi Sahu, and other de-
partment officials attend-
ed the meeting.

Ensure continuous monitoring of hospitals empanelled
under Ayushman Bharat Scheme: Health Minister

Jaiswal chairs a review meeting of the Health Department

State Government released budget
In a significant development, the state government has dis-
bursed the third instalment of Rs 247.50 crore to settle
claims for health services provided by private and govern-
ment hospitals under the Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri
Jan Arogya Yojana. This allocation was released by the
Finance Department.

Raipur, Feb 03: 

State Chapter of PHD
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (PHDCCI)
organised it’s second
members Meet
“Chhattisgarh Industry
Meet 2024: A symposium
on industrial scenario in
Chhattisgarh” in Babylon
Inn hotel, Raipur. The
meet played a crucial role
in discussing and chart-
ing the course for
Chhattisgarh’s industrial
advancement.

The symposium saw
key figures, Mr. Shankar
Bajaj, Chair PHDCCI
Chhattisgarh Chapter and
Director, Khyati Pet
Industries Pvt. Ltd. , Mr.
Navneet Garg, Executive
Director, Narmada Drinks
Pvt. Ltd. and Mr. Prateek
Singh ( Head Corporate
Affairs & Corporate
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,
Arcelarmittal Nippon
Steel India Ltd.). The due
laid out PHDCCI’s vision
for fostering

Chhattisgarh’s industrial
growth through several
programmes and policy
initiatives.

It is worth mentioning
that PHDCCI has long
been involved in bridhing
the gap between govern-
ment and industry, work-
ing both at the policy and
grassroots levels in the
state. As such, industry
meet has became a plat-
form for brainstorming
and putting plans into ac-
tion to maintain the mo-
mentum of robust indus-
trial expansion.
Addressing the Meet,

PHDCCI Chhattisgarh
State Chair Mr. Shankar
Bajaj, highlighted the op-
portunities that
Chhattisgarh is offering
in the key industrial sec-
tors. On behalf of PHDC-
CI, he appreciates the pro-
gressive policies and im-
proved infrastructure that
are playing enabling roles
for all round develop-
ments of the state. The
“Chhattisgarh Industry
Meet 2024” served as a
platform for PHDCCI
members, including the
leading industry captains
from Chhattisgarh, senior

industry professionals
and industry experts, to
discuss and analyse the
current industrial climate
in Chhattisgarh and the
way forward. Mr. Navneet
Garg, Co-Chair briefed
about Pan India activities
of PHDCCI, Policy advoca-
cy and requested to in-
crease membership base
in Chhattisgarh. Mr
Sumit Dubey, Resident
Director, gave the presen-
tation on the Chhattisgarh
State Chapter’s plans as
well as services offered by
PHDCCI and membership
development.

Exploring the economic impact of Industrial
Development: PHDCCI’s Chhattisgarh Industry Meet

Bilaspur, Feb 03: 

The commercial air serv-
ice that commenced on
March 1, 2021, in
Bilaspur is at risk of
shutting down from
March 1. The reason is
the termination of the 3-
year agreement with the
UDAN scheme, which
provided subsidies to
Alliance Airlines operat-
ing from Bilaspur.

The 3-year agreement
of the UDAN scheme is
ending on February 29.
Due to this, there is a

risk of closing down
flights to New Delhi,
Prayagraj, and Jabalpur
operating from Bilaspur.
Alliance Air Company
has requested subsidies
to continue air services.
No decision has been
reached by the state or
central government,
leading to the closure of
flights from March 1.
Now that there is a BJP
government in the state
and at the center, the ex-
pansion of air service in
Bilaspur has begun to
shrink.

The agreement for the
Central Government’s
UDAN scheme to operate
air services from the
local Bilaspur airport
was signed on March 29,
2021. Following this, pas-
senger flights to New
Delhi, Prayagraj, and
Jabalpur started, benefit-
ing from exemptions

under the scheme. The 3-
year agreement expires
on March 29, 2024. As a
result, Alliance Air, the
sole company operating
air services from
Bilaspur, will cease to re-
ceive VGF subsidies.
With this in mind, the air
company has sent a letter
to the Chhattisgarh gov-

ernment, requesting a re-
bate in UDF and PSF
charges. The state gov-
ernment has yet to make
a decision.

In this situation, it will
be challenging for
Alliance Air Company to
continue air service from
Bilaspur. The state gov-
ernment has not made
any decision regarding
the rebate request. At the
same time, no informa-
tion has been provided
by the Central
Government regarding

the continuation of the
UDAN scheme.
Consequently, Alliance
Air Company has tem-
porarily halted bookings
for New Delhi-Prayagraj-
Bilaspur and New Delhi-
Jabalpur-Bilaspur flights
operating from Bilaspur
Airport starting March 1.
If airlines do not receive
the expected subsidies,
there is a risk of closing
New Delhi flights four
days a week via Jabalpur
and three days via
Prayagraj.

Alliance Air to cease flight services in Bilaspur from March 1
 Bookings will close 

after February 29 for 
New Delhi, Prayagraj, 
and Jabalpur.

 Udaan scheme 
agreement will 
conclude on February 29,
doubts about service
continuation.

Hike in airfares 
if flight continues
After the state government
not giving rebate in UDF and
PSF and the agreement of
UDAN scheme ending,
Alliance Air Company will
have no other option but to
increase the fares to contin-
ue air services. In such a sit-
uation, the fare to New
Delhi will increase by about
Rs two thousand. Besides,
the airlines can also reduce
the flight days.

Passengers who booked tickets in advance are worried
When the journey is already scheduled, the passengers book
the flight tickets in advance. With this the fare is charged less.
At the same time, if you buy a ticket closer to the travel day,
you have to pay more fare due to limited seat availability.
Therefore, those who have booked advance tickets for New
Delhi, Jabalpur and Prayagraj are worried. Passengers who
booked advance tickets and are now facing cancellations or
uncertain information are understandably worried.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Feb 03: Minister
for Sports & Youth
Welfare Tankram Verma
has extended best wishes
to the Chhattisgarh team
for the 34th National
Junior & Sub Junior
Canoe Sprint tournament
being organised under the
aegis of MP Association
at Bhopal from February 9
to 12.

Chhattisgarh Pradesh
Kayaking & Canoeing
Association (CPKCA)
players under the leader-
ship of National Joint
Secretary Prashant Singh

Raghuvanshi paid a cour-
tesy visit to Sports
Minister Verma here.
Minister distributed
sports kit to the players to
extend best wishes to
them for the National
tournament. Pradeep
Sahu, Saurabh Sahu,
Tilak Sahu, Toran Sahu,
Ganesh Sahu and Ashok
Sahu are the members of

Chhattisgarh team for the
National tournament.

Ravindra Singh from
CPKCA was also present
on the occasion. CPKCA
President Baldeo Singh
Bhatia, Working
President Rohit Kale and
General Secretary Abhijit
Mishra too have extended
best wishes to the players
for the event.

CCeennttrraall  CChhrroonniiccllee  NNeewwss

RRaaiippuurr,,  FFeebb  0033:: Assam contin-
ued to dominate the medals
tally in the 37th National Sub
Junior Taekwondo champi-
onship on day two being
organized under the aegis of
Chhattisgarh Pradesh
Taekwondo Association
(CPTA) here on Saturday
whereas Chhattisgarh
bagged three bronze medals
here. Providing the above
information, the General
Secretary of Association Anil
Dwevedi said that in the 18kg
boys  category, the bronze

medal was won by Shrihaan
Chandra from Chhattisgarh
whereas  in the Under 24kg
girls, the bronze medal was
won by Shraddha and in the
U- 38kg girls category, the
Chhattisgarh won another
bronze medal  with Daksha
Choudhary excelling in the
event.

Inspector General of Police
Raipur Range Ratanlal Dangi
was chief guest of the prize
distribution ceremony where-
as the Raipur Municipal
Commissioner Avinash
Mishra presided over the
event.

Chh’garh wins 3 bronze medals in
Sub Jr Taekwondo championship

Minister extend best wishes 
to Chh’garh Canoe team

 Five member 
team to participate
in National 
championship

Raipur, Feb 03: 

JCI (Junior Chamber
International) has nomi-
nated Shrikant Parakh,
former President of
Raipur Capital and JCI
Senator who has served in
various capacities in
Division 9, as the National
Coordinator for the year
2024. JCI Senator Shrikant
Parakh has been assigned
this important post in
view of his working sys-
tem, participation and
work efficiency. JCI is
happy to make this an-
nouncement and said that
the experience and leader-
ship of Shrikant Parakh
will play an important role
in taking JCI to new
heights. The members of
JCI Raipur Capital have
also congratulated
Shrikant Parakh  on his

new role and wished him a
successful tenure.

JCI Senator Shrikant
Parakh said on the occa-
sion that he will fully dis-
charge his responsibilities
as the National
Coordinator of JCI and
will work closely with the
members to fulfill the ob-
jectives of the organiza-
tion. The wishes for suc-

cessfull tenure was given
by JCI Senator PPP JFR
Rajesh Agarwal, Former
Divisional President of
JCI Zone 9 JCI Senator
Amitabh Dubey, IPZP and
ABM JCI Sen Akash
Sundarani, JC Amit
Khare, Chapter
Coordinator JC Senator
Chitanka Chopra, ABM
and Former President JCI
Sen Advocate Sandeep
Thourani, President JC
Senator Narendra Sinha,
Secretary JC Kaushik
Parmar, JC Vineet Gohil
and JC Sudhir Agarwal,
JC Ravi Sinha JC Tulsi
Patel, IPP JCCA Vikram
Girdkar, Women GC
Chairperson JC Tina
Dhabre and ZD Business
JCI Sen Nishit Gohil, in-
forms a release issued by
organization’s media in-
charge JC Nohar Sahu.

JCI Senator Shrikant Parakh
appointed as National Coordinator

Raipur, Feb 03: 

For the first time in
Central India, on the occa-
sion of World Cancer Day,
Ramakrishna Care
Hospital in collaboration
with Sunrise Foundation
has provided free breast
screening through
T h e r m o g r a p h y -
Thermalytics device. This
is the first time in Central
India that this technique
has been used for breast
cancer training. Dr. Ravi
Jaiswal, Trained
Oncologist  in thermogra-
phy. addressing the media
persons here on Saturday
informed  that
Thermalytics device is a
mass screening device to
detect breast cancer, which

does not feel any kind of
touch or pain, and is com-
pletely radiation free. Dr.
Deba Dulal Biswal in-
formed that Ramakrishna
Care Hospital is organis-
ing a Cancer Screening
Camp on the occasion of
World Cancer Day on
February 3rd  to screen
breast cancer (by thermog-
raphy), cervical cancer (by
Pap smear) in women and
oral cancer in men. Dr.
Sourabh Jain emphasizes
on increasing awareness

about cancer through
screening so that we can
diagnose cancer in its
early stages. Dr. Sandeep
Dave, Medical and
Managing Director of
Ramkrishna Care
Hospital. experience and
skilled surgeon with more
than 35 years of experi-
ence, who with his hard
work and efforts, got the
status of best and world
class hospital to
RamKrishna Care
Hospital.

Breast screening through Thermography
by Ramakrishna Care Hospital

 On the occasion of
World Cancer Day

Raipur, Feb 03: 4th
February is observed
every year as World
Cancer Day. On this occa-
sion, an awareness pro-
gram was organized under
the joint aegis of
Sanjeevani Cancer Care
Foundation and Voluntary
Health Association of
India to spread awareness
among the people. In this
program, Sanjeevani
Cancer Care Foundation
Founder and Senior
Cancer Surgeon Dr. Yousuf
Memon, Indian Medical
Association President Dr.
Rakesh Gupta, Ex
Agriculture Minister Mr.
Chandrashekhar Sahu,
Senior cancer surgeons
Dr. Arpan Chaturmohta
and Dr. Diwakar Pandey,
chemotherapy and im-

munotherapy experts Dr.
Aniket Thoke and Dr.
Rakesh Mishra, Pain and
palliative medicine expert
Dr. Avinash Tiwari,
Adhvesh Malik and
Sushmita Srivastava from
Voluntary Health
Association of India along
with aware citizens of
Raipur were present.

Dr. Yousuf Memon and
Dr. Rakesh Gupta gave in-
formation about the link
of tobacco products with
cancer in India. Dr. Yousuf
Memon  said that tobacco
consumption causes more
than 13 lakh deaths in
India every year, which is
equivalent to 3500 deaths
per day. Apart from caus-
ing deaths and diseases, to-
bacco also affects the eco-
nomic and social develop-

ment of the country. He
further said that not only
is tobacco use a major risk
factor for many types of
cancer and diseases, but
smokers also increase the
risk of cancer for them-
selves as well as those
around them through sec-
ond-hand smoke. Dr.
Rakesh Gupta said that
the Indian Medical
Association is committed
to spreading awareness

about cancer prevention
in Chhattisgarh. He ad-
vised people to stay away
from tobacco products, ex-
cessive alcohol consump-
tion, and other cancer
causing factors and go for
regular check ups and con-
sult experts.

Throwing light on the
increasing cases of cancer
in Chhattisgarh, Dr.
Arpan Chaturmohta and
Dr. Diwakar Pandey ex-

plained that it is a matter
of concern that nowadays
the prevalence of gutkha,
beedi, gudhakhu, khaini
and other tobacco prod-
ucts is increasing along
with oral cancer. Along
with this, cases of other
cancers are also increas-
ing. Dr. Diwakar Pandey
shared that if you notice
signs like sudden weight
loss, difficulty in breath-
ing or swallowing, feeling
of extreme fatigue, ane-
mia, lump in the body,
change in the skin, change
in the habits of excreta,
mouth ulcers, non-healing
blisters, bleeding from
stool, urine or vagina, you
should immediately con-
tact a doctor.

Dr. Aniket Thoke and
Dr. Rakesh Mishra shared

that nowadays chemother-
apy, immunotherapy and
targeted therapy are also
given along with radiation
and it plays an important
role in eliminating and
controlling cancer even in
advanced stage cancer.
Complete cure of cancer is
possible if detected at the
right time. Dr. Avinash
Tiwari said that reducing
the pain and other painful
symptoms of a patient suf-
fering from a major or se-
rious illness and improv-
ing his routine and daily
life is an important part of
palliative care, which in-
cludes the use of scientific
medicines. Along with
this, psychological emo-
tional spiritual strategies
and support also play a big
role.

World Cancer Day: Anti Tobacco Awareness 
Program by Sanjeevani Cancer Foundation & VHAI

Raipur, Feb 03: The
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment has established an
‘Ease of Doing Business’
cell here for entrepre-
neurs and taxpayers,
state finance minister O
P Chaudhary said. The
government is working
towards fulfilling Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi’s vision of a devel-
oped India by 2047, and
the cell was a part of
these efforts, he said.
The initiative aims to
streamline administra-
tive processes, the minis-
ter added.

During her interim
budget speech in
Parliament, Union
Finance Minister

Nirmala Sitharaman
said the central govern-
ment was focussing on
‘GDP’ which stands for
governance, develop-
ment and performance,
he noted. The ‘Ease of
Doing Business’ cell will
make it easier for start-
ups to come up, the min-
ister said, adding that it
will also address chal-
lenges faced by new busi-
nesses in GST registra-
tion. Both entrepreneurs
and tax payers will have
all necessary informa-
tion available in one
place, Chaudhary said.
The cell will also organ-
ise training courses,
seminars and work-
shops, he informed.

CG govt sets up Ease 
of Doing Business cell for
entrepreneurs, taxpayers
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Raipur, Feb 03: Tribal,
Scheduled Caste, Other
Backward Class and
Minority Welfare Minister
Ramvichar Netam on
Friday conducted a sur-
prise inspection of Prayas
Residential Girls School
(PRGS) located in

Gudhiyari, Raipur. He in-
spected each and every
room of the residential
school. During this time
he also inspected the din-
ing room of the residential
school.

He tested the quality of
the food prepared for the
children by tasting it and
gave instructions to the of-
ficials to make necessary
improvements in the food.
During this, Minister

Netam immediately ap-
proved the new computer
lab on the demand of the
children for a computer
lab.

Minister Netam gave in-
structions to make sports
materials available soon to
promote sports activities
among children. On this
occasion, he also gave ap-
proval to build a basket-
ball court in the residen-
tial school premises. Apart

from this, instructions
were given to the officials
to soon provide musical
equipment in the school to
engage the students in cul-
tural activities.

In the discussion during
the inspection by Minister
Netam, the officials said
that 10 seats each have
been reserved for minority
and general category by
the previous government
in Prayas Residential Girls
School, Raipur, which re-
mains vacant every year.
Minister  Netam said that
this seats should not re-
main vacant, if students
from these categories are
not found then needy
Scheduled Tribe,
Scheduled Caste and
Other Backward Class stu-
dents should be given ad-
mission in rotational and
merit order. On this occa-
sion, teachers and stu-
dents including the
Assistant Commissioner
of Tribal Welfare
Department were present.

Tribal Minister made surprise
inspection of PRGS, Raipur

Announcement of
building a new 
computer lab soon Raipur, Feb 03: In a re-

markable display of talent
and teamwork, the Indian
Railways women’s hand-
ball team emerged victori-
ous by winning the gold
medal at the 35th National
Federation Cup Handball
Tournament, held in
Sangli, Maharashtra from
January 28 to 31.

The winning team, rep-
resenting Indian Railways,
featured four outstanding
women players from South
East Central Railway,
namely Kajal, Niki,
Pankaj (Technician,
Mechanical Department),
and Meenu (Technician,
Electrical Department).
These talented athletes
played pivotal roles in se-
curing the top position.

Indian Railways, as well
as South East Central
Railway, have long been
champions of promoting
sports and nurturing tal-
ent. The dedication and
support provided to ath-
letes have yielded fruitful

results, with these players
bringing honour not only
to themselves but also to
their country and the
South East Central
Railway.

The General Manager of
South East Central
Railway, along with other
officials, extends hearty
congratulations to the
Indian Railways Women’s
Handball Team and the
talented players from the
South East Central
Railway for their outstand-
ing performance and
achievements. They are
encouraged to continue
their pursuit of excellence
in future competitions.

Indian Railways women’s
handball team clinches gold

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Feb 03: The
Chhattisgarh State Health
Employees Union took a
significant step on
February 2 by submitting
a memorandum to
Shyambihari Jaiswal, the
Minister of Public Health
and Family Welfare and
Medical, calling for the re-
moval of Dr. Trupti
Nagaria from her position
as the Dean of Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru
Memorial Medical
College, Raipur. The union
also recommended ap-
pointing another senior
medical teacher as the
Dean of Medical College,
Raipur.

Alok Mishra, the State
President of Chhattisgarh
State Health Employees’
Union, expressed concern

about the intentional de-
lays in routine tasks and
policy decisions at
Medical College Raipur
and Dr. Bhimrao
Ambedkar Memorial
Medical College Raipur
under Dr. Trupti
Nagariya’s leadership.
These delays have disrupt-
ed hospital operations and
negatively impacted pa-
tient services.

Dr. Trupti Nagariya had
previously been removed
from her position as Dean
following a strike by CIMS
Bilaspur employees, but
she has been reinstated in
the same role under the
Congress government.
Several critical hospital
functions, such as the CT
Scan in the Cancer
D e p a r t m e n t ,
Mammography, Cobalt,
and Infusion machines, re-

main non-operational. The
vitrectomy machine in the
eye department has been
out of service for years
without any improve-
ments.

In a peculiar situation,
the Dean of the Medical
College, Raipur, is oversee-
ing hospital operations in-
stead of the
Superintendent of
Ambedkar Hospital. This
has led to significant de-
lays in providing timely
services to patients due to
the difference in financial
powers between the Dean
and the Superintendent.
The union is demanding
swift action to address
these issues and ensure
that patient facilities are
not compromised due to
administrative inaction
under Dr. Trupti
Nagariya’s leadership.

Health Employees Union demands
removal of Medical College Dean

35th National
Federation Cup
Handball
Tournament.

Four SECR players
shine

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Feb 03: Revenue
Minister Tank Ram
Verma visited a private
hospital in Mowa, Raipur
on Friday to inquire about
the health of Jawans in-
jured in a Naxal encounter
on January 30 in
Tekulagudem of Sukma
district. Minister Verma
expressed concern for the
injured Jawans and gath-
ered necessary informa-

tion about their
treatment from
doctors. He com-
mended the
Jawans for their
selfless fight
against Maoists.

On January 30,
three Jawans lost
their lives in an
encounter with
Naxalites in
Tekulagudem vil-
lage, Jagargunda

police station area of
Sukma district. The brave
Jawans we lost were
Constable Deven C. and
Constable Pawan Kumar
from the 201 Cobra CRPF
battalion, along with
Constable Lambadhar
Singha from the 150th bat-
talion. A total of 16
Jawans sustained injuries
in the incident, eight of
whom were shifted to a
private hospital in Raipur
to ensure better treatment.

Verma meets injured Jawans,
commends their valour

Workshop on Qualitative
Research Designs

Concludes in AIIMS
RRaaiippuurr,,  FFeebb  0033:: All India Institute
of Medical Sciences has organ-
ized a two-day workshop on
‘Qualitative Research Designs
and Analysis’ on February 1 and
2. Participants from different
medical colleges got a compre-
hensive view of the qualitative
research framework and design-
ing studies by employing qualita-
tive methods in the workshop.
The participants were also
trained in NVIVO software for
scientific analysis of research
outcomes.

Under the aegis of Nursing
College, eminent experts from
different medical colleges,
including AIIMS Delhi, Rishikesh,
and Manipal Academy of Higher
Education, Karnataka, have
imparted lectures during the
workshop.

They provided an in-depth
presentation on qualitative
research methods, designs, data
collection, sampling procedures,
how to determine sample size,
interview methods, focus group
discussions, the latest features
and functionalities of NVivo, and
interpreting results.

The workshop was organized
under the chairperson, Dr. Binu
Mathew, by a committee com-
prising Joyce Joseph, Vahitha S,
Veena Verma, Suganya P and
Nursing Tutors.

Raipur, Feb 03: A team of
Bureau of Indian
Standards carried out
search and seizure opera-
tion at M/s Adhiraj
Cement at Rambod,
Mungeli. During this
search and seizure opera-
tion, the above firm was
found to be illegally manu-
facturing cement and ille-
gally marking ISI Mark
without license from
Bureau of Indian
Standards.

The production and sell-

ing of cement without
valid license from Bureau
of Indian Standards is pro-
hibited and illegal as per
the Quality Control Order
issued by Government of
Indian. Marking of ISI
Mark illegally without
valid license from Bureau
of Indian Standards is
contravention of Bureau
of Indian Standards Act.
2016.

During the search and
seizure operation huge
quantity of filled and

empty cement bags bear-
ing illegal ISI marking
were confiscated. Bureau
of Indian Standards regu-
larly carries out such
search and seizure opera-
tions to prosecute viola-
tors of Bureau of Indian
Standards, 2016. BIS also
carries out awareness
campaigns for consumers
so that consumers are ap-
prised about their rights
and means of checking the
validity of BIS Standard
marked products. BIS has
also brought out mobile
application “BIS Care
App” which can be used to
check validity of ISI
Marked products,
Hallmarked jewellery, reg-
istration of Electronic
products. It can also be
used to lodge any com-
plaint by consumer
against misuse of BIS
standard marks.

BIS carried out search and seizure
operation at M/s Adhiraj Cement 

Surajpur, Feb 03: Women
and Child Development,
Social Welfare Minister
Lakshmi Rajwade on
Friday participated in the
Motivational Seminar and
Career Workshop organ-
ized in the auditorium of
Surajpur district. While
addressing this motiva-
tional seminar and career
workshop organized
under the educational ori-
entation program,
Minister Rajwade advised

the students to practice
continuously. She said that
with continuous practice
students can achieve effi-
ciency and ensure success.
Along with this, she talked
about giving maximum
space to studies in the
timetable so that the stu-
dents can take steps to-
wards a bright future.

On this occasion,
Premnagar MLA, Bhulan
Singh Marabi also ad-
dressed the students and

shared his experience.
Motivational speaker Mr.
Prince Verma gave an ex-
cellent presentation in the
program. He gave impor-
tant tips to the students
present to face the chal-
lenges in life. He told the
children that even impos-
sible tasks can be accom-
plished with continuous
effort. Along with this, he
inspired the children to
dream big and also high-
lighted how to make con-

tinuous efforts to make
them come true.

He advised the students
to fully exploit the re-
sources and facilities
available to them. He told
the students that success
can be achieved in every
field by implementing suc-
cessful management,
hence everyone should
work hard with determi-
nation and become suc-
cessful. Along with this, he
also talked about taking
inspiration from the great
personalities of the coun-
try.

On this occasion, senior
officials including
Surajpur Collector Mr.
Rohit Vyas also shared
their experiences. A large
number of students in-
cluding officers and em-
ployees of Women Child
Development and Social
Welfare Department were
present in the program.

Achieve efficiency through 
continuous practice: Rajwade

Bilaspur, Feb 03: Three
teachers of the Department
of Pure and Applied
Physics under the School of
Physics of Guru Ghasidas
Vishwavidyalaya (a Central
University) have been pro-
vided a research grant of
Rs 1.40 cr by the
Department of Science and
Technology, Government of
India.

On this occasion, all
three teachers met Vice
Chancellor, Professor Alok
Kumar Chakrawal and ex-
pressed their gratitude for
his continuous guidance,
direction, inspiration and
constant encouragement.
Honorable Vice Chancellor
congratulated the three
teachers, the Dean, Prof.
H.S. Tiwari, and the Head
of the Department, Prof.
M.N. Tripathi on this
achievement of the teach-
ers of the department. He
stressed that the Central

University must be brought
into the list of best univer-
sities in the field of re-
search and innovation.

Dr. Pradeep Das,
Assistant Professor, has re-
ceived a grant of Rs 29 lakh
for the project “Fermology
and Magneto Transport
Properties of Topological
Nodal Line Semimetals”. In
this project, there will be
research on topological
semimetals, which will be
used in quantum comput-
ers in the future, and will
greatly increase the work-
ing capacity of computers.

Dr. Shiv Poojan Patel,

Assistant Professor, has re-
ceived a grant of Rs 45 lakh
for the project “Structural
Stability of Tungsten
Based Nano Multilayers
under Ion Irradiation”.
Under this project, materi-
als used in nuclear fusion
reactors will be tested
which will prove helpful in
creating artificial sun.
Particle accelerator will be
used in this project.

Dr. P. Rambabu,
Assistant Professor, has re-
ceived a grant of Rs 62 lakh
which includes two proj-
ects, one on Discovery of
novel topological phases in

magnetic Heusler alloys for
future spintronics tech-
nologies through first prin-
ciples calculations worth
Rs. 36 lakhs, and second for
study of Nernst effect
through first principles cal-
culations for energy har-
vesting in Heusler alloys
based on anomaly worth
Rs. 26 lakhs. It is known
that ordinary current is
caused by electronic
charge, but under this proj-
ect, the current can be con-
trolled due to the spin of
the electron, due to which
there will be a revolution in
the field of computers.

Three teachers receive research grant of Rs 1.40 cr 
From  Physics
Department of CU
from DST-SERB

Raipur, Feb 03: Every
year world cancer day is
celebrated on 4th
February. This is a day
where we celebrate the
courage & efforts of can-
cer survivors in their bat-
tle against this deadly dis-
ease.. Along with that, we
aim to educate the society
about various ways to
prevent cancer. This year
Rotary Club of Raipur
Greater has planned to
spread awareness about
Cervical Cancer and its
vaccination. Cervical can-

cer is the most common
gynecological cancer in
India. Every 8minute, one
women dies of cervical
cancer in India. Cervical
cancer is caused due to a
sexually transmitted
virus called Human
Papilloma Virus which
enters the body of the fe-
male at the start of the
sexual activity. This virus
persists in the body of
certain female and devel-
ops Cervical cancer over
a period of next 10 to
15years. The primary pre-

vention of this cancer can
be done by giving a vac-
cine before the start of
sexual activity which can
boost the body’s immuni-
ty so that Virus can never
make that female her
host. Hence the most pre-
ferred age for vaccination
is between 9years to
26years or before the fe-
males start their sexual
activity. Although vaccine
can be given to sexually
active females, it is less ef-
ficient. There are at least
four vaccines available

for Cervical Cancer
Prevention but the most
affordable and effective is
Cervavac which is devel-
oped by Serum Institute
of India. The vaccine
needs to be given in two
or three dosage depend-
ing on the age of the fe-
male. The vaccine is de-
void of any serious side
effects except for mild
fever and malaise on the
day of vaccination. To im-
prove vaccination rate in
Raipur, Rotary Club has
planned first Cancer

Vaccination Camp of
Chhattisgarh where fe-
males between 9 to 26
years of age or those who
are sexually inactive will
get vaccinated through
the Indigenous Cancer
vaccine-“Cervavac”. The
cost of this vaccine is
Rs1300 per dose which is
at a much subsidized rate
compared to the market
value. Along with this, an
awareness session on
Cervical Cancer and its
prevention is planned be-
fore the vaccination

camp. The program is or-
ganized under the super-
vision of Rotary
President Mr. Ajay Tiwari
and Secretary Hrisabh
Soni along with program
Chairman Dr Saurabh
Jain(Cancer Surgeon),
and Dr Sowmya
Raghubir.

The Rotary Club invites
the eligible females from
Raipur to participate in
this vaccination Camp so
that we can make the
youth of Raipur City free
of Cervical Cancer.

Rotary Club of Raipur Greater plans to spread awareness 
about Cervical Cancer and its vaccination

Raipur, Feb 03: A two-day
“Western Regional Hockey
Competition for the year
2023-24” will be organised by
the Office of the Principal
Accountant General
(Accounts and
Entitlements), Chhattisgarh,
Raipur and  Indian Audit
and Accounts Department at
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel

International Hockey
Stadium, Raipur on
February 5 and 6. Five teams
from the Indian Audit and
Accounts Department,
namely- Raipur, Gwalior,
Nagpur, Rajkot and Jaipur
will participate in the compe-
tition. The competition will
be inaugurated at Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel
International Hockey
Stadium, Raipur at 10.30 am
on February 5. The prize dis-
tribution and closing cere-
mony will be held on
February 6.

Western Regional Hockey
Competition from Feb 05

At  Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel International
Hockey Stadium
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PUBLIC MEETING

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi speaks at a public meeting during the 'Bharat Jodo Nyay Yatra', in Deoghar
district, Saturday.

Bhubaneswar, Feb 03
(PTI): Odisha Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik
on Saturday inaugurated
the first ever 'Biswa Odia
Bhasha Sammilani'
(World Odia Language
Conference) here at
Janata Maidan.

The conference was in-
augurated with the
singing of 'Bande Utkala
Janani', the state anthem
of Odisha. All the Odias in
the conference and across
the state and abroad
joined the festival of Odia
language by singing the
state anthem at the same
time.

Employees of different
government organisa-
tions, school and college
students, cops and non-
resident Odias recited the
anthem during the inau-
guration.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the chief minister
said his government will
accept the recommenda-
tions of the conference
and formulate a dedicated
language policy for the

state, which will pave the
way for the future develop-
ment of Odia language.

Modern culture and
technology has an impact
on the language.
Therefore, there is a need
for detailed discussion on
all aspects of the lan-
guage. There should be a
thorough discussion on
the creation of good litera-
ture and for better use of
the Odia language, he sug-

gested. Expressing pleas-
ure over the recognition of
Odia language as a classi-
cal language, the chief
minister said that lan-
guage is the future. The
state government has set
up Odia University for the
development of Odia lan-
guage and promoting
Odia language study.

Patnaik said, "Today we
have all come together on
one stage for the Odia lan-

guage. Odias residing in
India and abroad have
also joined in the confer-
ence. Renowned Odia
writers and researchers
have also participated in
it. It is a glorious time for
Odia language and litera-
ture."

He appealed to all to
work together for the de-
velopment of Odia lan-
guage.

Renowned Odia author
and linguist Debi
Prasanna Pattanayak was
honoured with Lifetime
Achievement Award for
his outstanding contribu-
tion to Odia language and
linguistics. He has been fe-
licitated with a memento
and cash award of Rs 20
lakh by the chief minister.

Patnaik also felicitated
Odia writers Pratibha Ray
and Sitakant Mahapatra
during the inaugural func-
tion. The conference,
which will continue till
February 5, will have 16
sessions and a special ses-
sion on Jagannath con-
sciousness.

Patnaik inaugurates first World
Odia Language Conference

Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik during the
inauguration of the 'Biswa Odia Bhasa Sammilani'
(World Odia Language Conference), at Janata Madan in
Bhubaneswar, Saturday.

Jaipur, Feb 03 (PTI): 

Expressing concern
about the rising number
of special leave petitions
in the Supreme Court,
Justice (retired) Madan
B Lokur on Saturday
said the situation was
getting worse and
claimed high courts
were not following prop-
erly the constitutional
provisions on issuing
certificates for filing
such petitions.

Participating in a ses-
sion at the Jaipur
Literature Festival
(JLF) here, he also said
the Supreme Court had
missed in 2015-16 a "good
opportunity" to frame
guidelines on special
leave petitions as it re-
jected a petition in this
regard.

Various issues related
to the judiciary such as
its relationship with the
executive, gender equal-
ity, use of artificial in-
telligence, and public
criticism of the judici-
ary in the era of social

media were discussed at
the session on 'Justice:
The Voice of the
Voiceless', also attended
by Justice (retired)
Muralidhar.

Justice Lakur, who re-
tired from the Supreme
Court in December 2018,
said a large number of
SLPs can have regres-
sive consequences. He
said the number of such
cases is rising and the
situation is going from
bad to worse.

In 2015-16, a petition
was filed in the Supreme
Court to frame guide-
lines on SLP but the
apex court at that time
refused to do so, he said,
adding it was a good op-
portunity which the
Supreme Court missed.

There are appropriate
constitutional provi-
sions regarding granti-
ng of SLP permission
certificates by high
courts but these are not
followed properly, he
said. On the allocation of
cases to Constitution
benches, Justice Lokur

said the power in this re-
gard should be exercised
in "a proper and impar-
tial manner". There
should be no politics and
a case should not be as-
signed to any particular
judge, he added.

On the issue of women
judges not being given
proper representation in
the judiciary, Justice
Lokur, referring to
Justice Leila Seth, said
that she was a brilliant
jurist but she was not el-
evated to the Supreme
Court. On this, Justice
Muralidhar said that
there was a need to sen-
sitize male judges to go
beyond gender bias and
ensure justice for all.

Referring to the 75th
anniversary of the
Supreme Court, cele-
brated recently, former
chief justice of the
Orissa High Court
Muralidhar said the
Supreme Court, which is
seen as the most power-
ful court in the world,
has done a lot in protect-
ing the fundamental

rights of the people,
rights of women and
children, rights of mi-
norities and prisoners.

While the role of the
Supreme Court in main-
taining public confi-
dence in the judiciary
has been appreciated, it
has also faced criticism
from the public regard-
ing some decisions, be it
the Sabarimala issue,
gay marriage or the re-
cent judgment regarding
the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA).

The apex court upheld
the constitutional validi-
ty of several provisions
of the PMLA. Under the
law, the Enforcement
Directorate has the
power to attach proper-
ty, arrest and search an
accused and seize illegal
property.

Justice Muralidhar
said the reality is that
today the entire judici-
ary is under public
scrutiny.

Social media reflects
the public's frustration

with the judiciary, mass
media debates the per-
formance of the judici-
ary, he said.

Describing it as natu-
ral, he said that in the
era of rapidly changing
technology, public ex-
pectations from the judi-
ciary have increased.

On the use of artificial
intelligence in the judi-
ciary, Justice
Muralidhar said it will
definitely help in reduc-
ing the workload on
courts, management of
cases, and proper dispos-
al, etc. but the right to
privacy and sensitive in-
formation falling into
the hands of technology
and AI will be at stake.

He also said that AI
cannot acquire the right
to give decisions in the
legal field.

Sital Kalantry and
Aparna Chandra, co-au-
thors of the book "Court
on Trial: A Data-Driven
Account of the Supreme
Court of India", also
participated in the ses-
sion.

Former SC judge Lokur expresses concern
about rising number of special leave petitions

JJooddhhppuurr,,  FFeebb  0033  ((PPTTII))::

Union Health and Family
Welfare Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya on Saturday said
the medical profession is "not
commerce but service" and
likened the role of a doctor to a
priest in a temple, who is duti-
ful to a patient and the hospi-
tal.

Mandaviya was addressing
the fourth convocation cere-
mony of the AIIMS, Jodhpur, in
which 22 students were award-
ed medals while about 780 UG,
PG, Nursing and super-special-
ty students were given
degrees.

The minister also inaugurat-
ed and laid foundation stones
for several facilities at AIIMS,
Jodhpur and six other AIIMS in
Bilaspur, Bhubneswar, Nagpur,

Deoghar, Gorakhpur and
Rishikesh.

Addressing the gathering,
Mandaviya said, "Medical (pro-
fession) in India is not com-
merce, it is service." He called
upon the passing out students
to voluntarily serve in far
remote areas without having

any need for the government to
get them to fill a bond to this
effect.

"In my country, there is no
necessity for the doctors to fill
a bond and they realise that
unless the health facilities are
not accessible to all, I will
serve wherever the duty is
given", he said.

The health minister urged
the passing out doctors to
pledge that they would serve
as government doctors for at
least two years in those pri-
mary health centres (PHC) in
remote desert areas of this
state where no doctor wishes
to go.

"If we work with this vision,
only then we will be able to
realise the dream of a devel-
oped country by 2047", the
minister said.

‘In India, medical profession 
is not commerce but service’

Mansukh Mandaviya 

Aluminum plant soon in Taloja
MMuummbbaaii,,  JJaann  0033:: Bonlon Industries Ltd., engaged in production of copper wires is now undertaking a project
to manufacture aluminum rods and ingots. Bonlon Industries, (BSE listed) will put up its new modern plant in
Taloja MIDC, Maharashtra. Initially, the annual production capacity will be 75 thousand tonnes. This plant will
make rods, wires and ingots from aluminum scrap, whose demand is increasing in various sectors. According
to a senior officer of the company, land has already been acquired for the new project and the production will
commence very soon. It has been planned to commence the production in the new plant right in the financial
year 2024-25. The new plant will contribute Rs 200-250 crore annually to the company's business with a net
profit margin of 4 to 5 per cent. Promoted by Arun Kumar Jain family, Bonlon Industries is a 25-year-old com-
pany that mainly manufactures copper wire and rods. The promoter group holds 64% stake in Bonlon.

Kozhikode (Kerala), Feb
03 (PTI): Union Minister
Meenakshi Lekhi on
Saturday lashed out at a
section of the audience at
a youth conclave here for
not chanting the "Bharat
Mata Ki Jai" slogan de-
spite she repeatedly asked
them to do so.

A visibly irked Lekhi
asked them whether
Bharat was not their
mother and even suggest-
ed a woman, who was re-
luctant to raise the slogan,
to leave the venue.

The conclave was organ-
ised by certain right-wing
outfits. Concluding her
speech, the senior BJP
leader chanted "Bharat
Mata Ki Jai" and asked the
audience to repeat it.

As the response from
the audience was not as
expected, she asked
whether Bharat was not

their home.
"Is Bharat only my

mother or your mother as
well? Tell me...Tell me...Is
there any doubt? No
d o u b t ? . . . E n t h u s i a s m
needs to be expressed," the
Union Minister of State
for External Affairs &
Culture said.

She repeated the slogan
and said that the response
from the left side audience
was still poor.

Pointing at a woman in
the audience, Lekhi said,
"the lady in yellow (dress)
can stand up. Don't look on
to the sides. This is how I
am going to speak to you. I
am going to ask you a
straight question. Bharat
is not your mother?... Why
this attitude?"

Lekhi again chanted
Bharat Mata Ki Jai. The
woman was still standing
idle, doing nothing.

Lekhi hits out at audience for 
not chanting ‘Bharat Mata Ki Jai’

New Delhi, Feb 03 (PTI):

The Congress alleged on
Saturday that the CBI
raids on activist Harsh
Mander and his NGO
proved that democracy
was in dire straits and
speaking for the margin-
alised was banned under
the current dispensation.

The CBI registered a
case of alleged violation of
the Foreign Contribution
(Regulation) Act against
Mander and his NGO
Centre for Equity Studies
and searched his premises
on Friday.

Reacting to the develop-
ment, Congress general
secretary Randeep
Surjewala said, "Atrocious
and revengeful raids
on Harsh Mander by
Modi Government

proves...democracy is in
dire straits. Expressing
opinion is now a crime.
Disagreement is treated as
sedition. Speaking for the
marginalised is banned."

"The CBI is now -
Castigate, Blame,
Incriminate," he also al-
leged in a post on X.

Congress leader Shashi
Tharoor also came out in
support of Mander, whom
he has known since col-
lege days.

"He was and remains
one of the purest souls I
have ever come across a
man of unimpeachable in-
tegrity, sincere intention
and boundless compas-
sion. His mind and heart
extend themselves to hu-
manity's unfortunates, the
dispossessed & margin-
alised.

‘Revengeful raids 
on Harsh Mander proves
democracy in dire straits’

ED moves court after
Kejriwal skips summons
NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  FFeebb  0033  ((PPTTII)):: The Enforcement Directorate on
Saturday filed a complaint against Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal in a court here for not appearing before it in a money
laundering case linked to the alleged excise policy scam. The
complaint was filed before Additional Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate Divya Malhotra, who put up the matter for further
hearing on February 7. "Fresh complaint case' for non-atten-
dance in compliance of Section 50, PMLA, 2002, received by
way of assignment," the judge noted. The judge heard the part
arguments and adjourned the matter. "This is a fresh com-
plaint case. Submissions heard. Put up for remaining submis-
sions/ consideration on February 7, 2024," the judge said. 
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Khairagarh, Feb 03: 

Administrative action
was finally taken on
Thursday against the ille-
gally operating oil factory
in Thelkadih and 80 drums
of oil and other materials
kept in the factory were
seized. Under the leader-
ship of Tehsildar Preeti
Larokar, a team of Food
Inspector Vinod Sagar and
other administrative em-
ployees found in the inves-
tigation that the dumped
oil in the illegal oil factory
operating in Thelkadih
was brought from Krishna
Oil Factory, Bargarh,
Orissa. During interroga-
tion, Rahul Deshalhare,
resident of village
Machanpar Dongargaon
police station, declared the
factory as his own and pre-

sented the GST bill for the
oil purchased from Orissa.

According to Rahul, the
seized oil is gums oil which
is the waste of refined oil
and it was brought with
the intention of making
soap, but sources regard-
ing the matter say that en-
gine oil was made from
this oil in Thelkadih.
During investigation, the
administrative staff did
not find any valid docu-
ments related to running
the factory. after which the
seized 80 drums of oil and
other materials have been
handed over to Thelkadih
police. The illegal oil facto-
ry operating in Thelkadih
was running on the land of
local Sarpanch Anand
Banjare. Sarpanch and
Deputy Sarpanch
Umendra Dewangan alias
Munna had all the infor-
mation about this factory
but without NOC, corrup-
tion was going on here.

Admn action taken against 
illegally operated oil factory 

Food department
seizes 80 drums of oil

"Under the supervision of the Food Department, 80 drums of
oil and other materials have been seized, which have been
handed over to Thelkadih police station."

PPrreeeettii  LLaarrookkaarr,,  
TTeehhssiillddaarr  KKhhaaiirraaggaarrhh

"The material has been seized and delivered by the Revenue
and Food Department; the remaining action will be taken
tomorrow."

AAllookk  SSaahhuu,,  
PPoolliiccee  SSttaattiioonn  IInncchhaarrggee  TThheellkkaaddiihh

What officer says Dongargaon, Feb 03: 

After the news of illegal
brick kilns running in
many villages in the area
continuously appeared in
the newspapers, the ad-
ministration has come into
action and almost all the
departments related to
brick kilns are reaching
the spot and raiding. In the
same sequence, a total of 3

lakh 20 thousand bricks of
illegal brick manufactur-
ing being done by 5 people
in village Ratanbhat and 4
in village Karmari under
Tehsil Kumarda, have
been seized by the joint
team of Revenue and
Mining Department and
action has been taken
under the Mining Act.

The Electricity
Department is also taking
action in the case of elec-
tricity theft. In Ward Matia
of Dongargaon, action has
been taken by Dongargaon
Tehsildar Pyarelal Nag on
Thursday 1st February,in

which the team of
Revenue Department and
Nagar Panchayat had
reached with them and
here also raw and baked
bricks have been seized.
According to the informa-
tion received from the vil-
lagers, red brick is sold at
the rate of five to six thou-
sand rupees per thousand
and about one lakh bricks
are baked in one kiln.

Many commercial and
environmental losses are
caused by digging soil
from farmers' lands with-
out altering it, illegal use
of electricity given for

farming, exploitation of
water from the ground,
huge quantities of wood
and poultry manure used
in brick kilns,but due to
lack of concrete action, the
number of these brick
kilns is continuously in-
creasing. During the ac-
tion taken in Matiya of
Dongargaon Nagar
Panchayat area, the offi-
cials also checked the ra-
tion cards, while brick con-
struction is being done in-
discriminately by en-
croaching on the farmers'
lands as well as the govern-
ment lands.

Administrative action against brick kilns

Lakhs of bricks
seized in
Ratanbhat,
Karmari and Matia

Kawardha, Feb 03: 

Deputy Chief Minister
Vijay Sharma, while pay-
ing tribute to the mar-
tyred soldiers in the
Naxalite encounter at
Bijapur-Sukma Border
Tekalguda, Chhattisgarh,
has strongly condemned
the Naxalite violence. He
said that Naxalism is op-
posed to development and
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment is opening police
camps in Naxal affected
areas to provide security
to the people living in
Bastar, and actually, this
is not a police camp but a

development camp for the
people living in Bastar.

Through this develop-
ment camp, people living
in the forests of Bastar
are being provided basic
facilities like education,
health, roads, drinking
water, electricity and
other basic facilities, he
further said.The Deputy
Chief Minister said this

while addressing the
Police Gaurav Samman
program organized at PG
College Auditorium,
Kawardha.

In this Police Gaurav
Samman ceremony, he ho-
noured police officers and
employees who did re-
markable work in 32 dif-
ferent categories. During
this, he honoured retired

head constable Birbal
Bhagat by giving him a
shawl and quince. While
addressing the Police
Gaurav Samman ceremo-
ny, Deputy Chief
Minister Sharma also
said that in the coming
times, the action of
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment against Naxalism
will be even faster. He

also mentioned the mur-
der in Lalpur of
Kawardha and con-
demned such incident.

On this occasion,
Kailash Chandravanshi,
Jaswinder Bagga, former
District Panchayat mem-
ber and Chairman
Mukesh Aggarwal,
Ramkrishna Sahu,
Sandeep Agarwal, Salil
Chandrakar, Dr. Atul
Jain, Mr. Daulat Ram
Kashyap, Collector
Janmejay Mahobe,
Superintendent of Police.
Dr. Abhishek Pallav,
A d d i t i o n a l
Superintendent of Police
Mr. Harish Rathore,
Hemant Gupta, Bhavesh
Mishra along with public
representatives, police of-
ficers and employees
were present.

Bagbahra, Feb 03: 

Sai Baba's Palki Yatra was
taken out with enthusiasm in
village Salhebantha,in which a
large number of Sai devotees
participated. Khallari MLA
Dwarkadhish Yadav participat-
ed in the program and also dis-
tributed blankets to the needy.
Sai Baba's Palki Yatra and
Mahabhandara was organized
under the aegis of Shri Sai
Baba Darbar Salhebhantha
Tendukona and the yatra
reached Salhebhantha from
Tendukona bus stand via

Bastipara, Bazaar Para, Gayatri
Nagar Sai Temple, in which a
large number of Sai devotees
participated. Mahabhandara
was organized today on
Thursday, in which Khallari
MLA Dwarkadhish Yadav par-
ticipated and accepted the
Prasad.  Prominent on this
occasion were Shriram Dewan,
Mansingh Dewan, Bhim
Dewan, Vikas Sahu, Vinay
Sahu, Lalit Khairwar, Vinod
Dewan, Devendra Bairagi,
Nandkumar Patel and villagers
including Neera Dewan, Rajni
Dewan were present.

Sai Baba’s Palki Yatra
taken out with devotion

Khairagarh, Feb 03: 

Under the direction of
SP Ankita Sharma, all the
police stations of the dis-
trict received necessary
guidelines to smoothly op-
erate the traffic system of
the district. In compliance
with which, Khairagarh
Police organized a Road
Safety Maha Week camp at
Ambedkar Chowk. SP
Ankita Sharma herself
was present at RTO.

In the camp, driving li-
cense made at half the cost
of agents making the li-
cense was given and driv-
ers who came to the camp
were advised to wear hel-
mets, seat belts while driv-
ing and keep necessary
documents with them
while driving. Drivers
without helmets were ap-
pealed to wear helmets
and were given informa-

tion about the benefits of
wearing helmets and dis-
advantages of not wearing
them and were made
aware of traffic rules.

In the camp organized
under the road safety cam-
paign, the SP appealed to
all the citizens of the dis-
trict to have all the proper

documents and license as
per their vehicle and to
wear helmet for two-
wheeler drivers and seat
belt for four-wheeler driv-
ers and to follow the traffic
rules in the district. An ap-
peal was made to cooper-
ate in stopping any kind of
possible accidents.

Road Safety Maha Week camp organised
SP appeals to 
citizens to follow
traffic rules 

Police should establish cordial relations with common citizens: Sharma
Dy CM participates
in the Police
Gaurav Samman
ceremony

Birkoni, Feb 03: 

Annual festival was celebrated
with great pomp at Nehru Smriti
Vidyalaya in village Birkoni. Chief
Guest was High School Principal and
Nodal Officer Karan Singh Sori,
Saraswati Shishu Mandir Director
Gaukaran Sahu, Cluster Coordinator
Nibharan Das Manikpuri, Nagar
Panchayat Vice President Pappu
Patel, Dudhram Sahu, Puran Sahu,
Lalit Nishad, Damodar Chandrakar,
Jagdish Chandrakar and Devnath
Sahu.

Small children displayed their
local culture and talent on the stage,
in which the children explained the
importance of patriotism and apart
from dancing and singing; first group
dance program of nursery children
was presented in several groups.
Then the junior students gave a color-
ful presentation and got applause
from the audience. Children in
Chhattisgarhi costumes danced and

gave a mesmerizing presentation of
Bastaria dance and Swachh Bharat
play performed on the theme of Beti
Bachao Beti Padhao. On this occa-
sion, a large number of Villagers in-
cluding children, parents and

Principal Tup Singh Nishad, Khemin
Sahu, Bharti Chakradhari, Bharti
Yadav, Tejeshwari Yadav, Godavari
Nishad, Usha Sahu, Neera Nishad,
Vinamrata Sen, Chhaya Sahu were
present.

Annual festival celebrated in Nehru Smriti Vidyalaya

Jagdalpur, Feb 03: 

District Congress
Committee (DCC) officials
and workers celebrated the
death anniversary of the
Father of the Nation
Mahama Gandhi by paying
floral tributes to the por-
trait of Mahama Gandhi at
the Congress Bhawan of
the District Headquarters.
During this period, a semi-
nar was also organized by
Congress Committee offi-
cials and workers. They
also expressed their views
on the sacrifice of
Mahakma Gandhi.

Bastar DCC President
Sushil Maurya threw light
on the biography of Father
of the Nation Mahama
Gandhi. He said that
Mahatma Gandhi made an
important contribution in
the country's freedom

struggle by following the
path of truth and non-vio-
lence. Gandhiji liberated
the country from the slav-
ery of the British.

Father of the Nation
Mahatma Gandhi was not
a person but an ideology.
Following whose thoughts
and guidance India has es-
tablished itself as an ideal
nation today. During this,
senior Congmen Hanuman

Dubey, Kaushal
Nagvanshi, Narendra
Tiwari, Ravi Shankar
Tiwari, General Secretary
Zahid Hussain, Altaf
Khan, Mahesh Dwivedi,
Treasurer Aseem Suta,
Shadab Ahmed, Ankit,
Salim Jafar Ali, Gulmel
Singh, Jyoti Rao, NSUI City
President Vishal Khabari,
Anand Sharma etc. were
present.

Congmen pay tribute to Mahatma Gandhi 

Kabirdham, Feb 03: 

District Collector took a
meeting and  gave instruc-
tions to alert other staff
including revenue, sub-
registration, food for
paddy procurement cen-
ters including Kawardha,
Biranpurkala, Saraiset,
Sonpuri of the district ,
and gave strict instruc-
tions to thoroughly check
each token.

The administration is
alert to ensure that gen-
uine farmers do not face
any kind of inconvenience
and problems in selling
paddy within the extended
time limit, while the dis-
trict administration has
become on high-alert to
stop middlemen and
traders from selling paddy

during this extended time.
Collector Janmejay

Mahobe held a joint meet-
ing of Food, Sub-Registrar,
District Marketing and
District Cooperative
Central Meeting late on
Wednesday evening and
conducted a thorough re-
view of the paddy procure-
ment to be held till 4th
February.

The Collector thorough-

ly reviewed the paddy pro-
curement centers of the
district where maximum
paddy tokens have been is-
sued for February 1, in
those paddy procurement
centres, information was
taken about farmers hold-
ing tokens in procurement
centers Kawardha,
Birpurkala, Sonpari Rani,
Saraiset and other paddy
procurement centres. It

was informed here that to-
kens have been issued by
478 farmers for the pur-
chase of 950 tonnes of
paddy for February 1 and
it was also informed in the
meeting that in the cur-
rent Kharif marketing
year 2023-24, three thou-
sand more farmers have
sold their paddy at the sup-
port price as compared to
last year 22-23.

Administration on high alert to stop middlemen in PPC’s

Bijapur, Feb 03: 

In a significant move towards enhancing
healthcare services in the district, Collector
Anurag Pandey conducted a surprise in-
spection of the District Hospital. His visit
aimed to gather information about health-
care provisions and improve health facili-
ties for the residents.

Pandey, accompanied by the Civil
Surgeon and Chief Medical and Health
Officer (CMHO), discussed crucial aspects
of the hospital's operation. He inquired
about daily outpatient department (OPD)
services, inpatient department (IPD) capaci-
ty, availability of diagnostic services like
sonography and X-ray, and the adequacy of
medicine stocks. Moreover, he examined

the condition of the blood bank and the
functionality of essential medical equip-
ment. Detailed insights were also sought re-
garding the availability of medical profes-
sionals and specialists. In line with the com-
mitment to providing better healthcare,
Collector Pandey issued clear directives to
enhance health services for the community.
Additionally, he stressed the importance of
conducting auctions for unused materials
and maintaining cleanliness within the hos-
pital premises. Taking his dedication a step
further, Collector engaged with patients and
their families, actively seeking feedback on
the facilities provided by the hospital. This
interactive approach allows for a more pa-
tient-centric healthcare system, ensuring
their needs and concerns are addressed
promptly. The inspection, conducted with
the participation of Joint Collector Pawan
Kumar Premi, Chief Medical and Health
Officer Dr. Ajay Ramteke, Civil Surgeon Dr.
UK Dhruv, and the dedicated hospital staff,
reflects the administration's commitment to
continually improving healthcare services
in the district.

Collector conducts surprise
inspection at district hospital

Engages with patients to
enhance health services
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Bhilai, Feb 03: Police ar-
rested two juveniles and
recovered a stolen Royal
Enfield Bullet worth Rs
1.25 lakh from them. They
were nabbed by a joint
team of Anti-Crime and
Cyber Unit Durg and
Police Station Mohan
Nagar.

Police had received a
complaint on January 25
from the victim
Dukhharan Manikpuri, a
resident of Green Chowk,
Mohan Nagar. He had
parked his Royal Enfield
Bullet (CG 07 BB 1607)
near Riyaz Garage on
January 24 around 10:00
pm and had gone to his
home. When he returned
back, the bike was miss-
ing. The bike was stolen by
some unknown thief.
Police lodged an offence
under Section 379 of
Indian Penal Code.

On the instructions of
Senior Superintendent of
Police (Durg) Ram Gopal
Garg, Additional
Superintendent of Police
(City) Abhishek Jha,

A d d i t i o n a l
Superintendent of Police
(Crime) Dr Anurag Jha
and City Superintendent
of Police (Durg) Mani
Shankar Chandra consti-
tuted a joint team led by
ICCU Incharge Inspector
Naresh Patel, Inspector
Santosh Mishra, Inspector
Vijay Yadav (SHO, Mohan
Nagar).

The team collected

footage from CCTV cam-
eras installed on the roads
around the incident site
and observed them
minutely. The team main-
tained vigil on the sus-
pects and criminal record
holders.

The network of inform-
ers was also activated.
Meanwhile, Police re-
ceived a tip off regarding
two juveniles who were

driving a vehicle without
registration number.
Police team swung into ac-
tion and rounded up the
accused behind the Circuit
House in Mohan Nagar
area. On initial enquiry,
they tried to mislead the
cops but during sustained
interrogation, they con-
fessed to stealing the bike -
Royal Enfield Bullet from
near Green Chowk on the
night of January 24. The
stolen bike worth Rs 1.25
lakh was seized from the
possession of the accused.
Further action is being
taken from Mohan Nagar
Police Station.

ASI Rajesh Pandey,
Head Constable Santosh
Mishra, Constable
Narendra Sahare, G Ravi,
Chitrasen Sahu,
Balmukund Sahu,
Tileshwar Rathore, Komal
Rajput, Jagjit Singh,
Khusid Khurram Baksh,
Sanat Bharti from ACCU
and Head Constable Uttam
Soni from Police Station
Mohan Nagar played a
vital role.

Two juveniles held for bike lifting
Bhilai, Feb 03: Public
grievance redressal camps
were organized in all the
Revenue Inspector
Divisions of the district on
Sunday. Tehsildar, Naib
Tehsildar, Revenue
Inspector and Halka
Patwari were present in
the camps and resolved the
applications of the people
related to the Revenue
Department. During this
camp, new Rin Pustikas
were also distributed.
ADM Arvind Ekka,
Additional Collector
Gokul Raote, Joint
Collector Harvansh Singh
Miri and Sub-Divisional
Magistrates of the con-
cerned sub-division in-
spected the Revenue Public
Grievance Redressal
Camps. They heard the
problems of the applicants
and also resolved them on
the spot. On Sunday, camps
were organised under
Durg Sub-Division in
Jewra Sirsa, Nagpura,
Anda, Kohka, Kasaridih,
Junwani, Risali, Titurdih,

Durg, Sikola, Utai and
Anjora (B); under Patan
sub-division in Jamgaon
(M), Ranitarai, Patan,
Amleshwar, Selud and
Jamgaon(R), and under
Dhamdha at Pendravan,
Dargaon, Boribujurg and
Dhamdha as well as at
Charoda, Kumhari, Jamul,
Bhilai-3, Ahiwara and
Murmunda under Bhilai-3
sub-division. In the
Revenue Public Problem
Redressal Camp, applica-

tions related to revenue
matters like transfer, divi-
sion, demarcation, settle-
ment, Rin Pustika, income,
caste, residence, birth-
death certificate were
taken. New Rin Pustikas
were also distributed in
the camp.

In Durg tehsil, 142 appli-
cations were received, out
of which 125 were re-
solved, 17 applications
pending, seven applica-
tions were received for di-

vision of property, two
were resolved, five are
pending, 12 applications
were received for demarca-
tion, five were resolved,
seven are pending, 19 ap-
plications were received
for certified layout, eight
were resolved, 11 are pend-
ing, 11 applications were
received for rin pustika, 11
were resolved, 627 applica-
tions were received for
DSC and all were disposed
off.

Public grievance redressal camps
organised in Revenue Divisions

Bhilai, Feb 03: Basant
Utsav is the celebration of
spring. This beautiful cele-
bration of spring festival
was started by Nobel
Laureate Rabindranath
Tagore at Shantiniketan

and is celebrated with im-
mense zeal and fervour.
There is a long musical
procession with Tagore’s
music, rhymes and dance.
Geet Vitan Kala Kendra
Risali will celebrate the

festival of Basant Utsav of
Shantiniketan at Pioneer
Monument ( Civic Centre)
from 15:00 hrs on
February 04. This pro-
gramme will be conducted
amidst the nature as it is

celebrated in
Shantiniketan. The songs
and dance will be based on
Rabindra Sangeet (Naveen
Pran Meh Basant). One of
the main attractions of
this programme will be
performance by the stu-
dents of fine arts. They
will show their feelings
about the nature’s beauty
in their canvases, in-
formed Geet Vitan Kala
Kendra Chairperson
Rajani Sinha and Vice
Chairperson Soumen
Kundu in a press commu-
nique. The duo appealed to
all the music lovers to at-
tend this programme and
feel the essence of music
and enjoy Basant Utsav.

Geet Vitan Kala Kendra to celebrate ‘Basant Utsav’ today

Bhilai, Feb 03: SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant’s Modex
Unit, Universal Rail Mill
that rolls out the world’s
longest 130 meter rails in
single piece and supplies
260 meter long welded rail
panels to Indian Railways
has recorded best ever
monthly production of
prime rails in the desired
R 260 grade in 60E1 profile
for the second consecutive
month in January 2024.

The Mill that recorded
best ever monthly produc-
tion of 82,041 Tonnes of
prime rails in December
2023 has surpassed this
record by producing
82,439 T of prime rails in
January 2024. The mill

recorded best ever produc-
tion of 86,714 T of finished
rails in January 2024, sur-
passing the previous best
of 85,804 T of finished
rails in the previous
month of December 2023.

As many as 5184 num-
bers of 130 metre rails
were welded into 260
metre long welded rail
panels in January 2024,
surpassing the previous
best monthly record of
5179 welded panels in Dec
23. It is worth mentioning
that there has been a
marked improvement in
cobble reduction in Mill.

The best-ever monthly
performance since incep-
tion by URM both in Dec

23 and in Jan’2024 was
made possible with collec-
tive efforts of Team URM
in association with sever-
al other departments in-

cluding Research &
Control Lab, Steel Melting
Shop 3 and 2, RITES,
Traffic Dept, Production
Planning & Control Dept.

URM records best ever performance for second consecutive month

Bhilai, Feb 03: The horti-
culture Section of the
Town Services Department
of SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant
will be organizing the
Flower Show 2024 at the
Candle Lawn of Maitri
Baag on Sunday, February
04, 2024, from 09:00 hrs on-
wards. The Maitri Baag
Management has done a lot
of preparations including
painting and other beauti-
fication work on a large
scale, to ensure the success

of Flower Show-2024.
Chief Guest Anirban

Dasgupta, Director I/c
(SAIL-BSP) shall inaugu-
rate the Flower Show at
16:00 hrs. A huge Tambura
Sculpture shall also be in-
augurated on this occa-
sion.

Various competitions in-
cluding Rangoli, Bouquet,
and Salad-making competi-
tions will be held on this
occasion. Entries from res-
idential and school gar-

dens, potted Cactus,
Bonsai, Croton, Foliage,
and seasonal plants like
Sevanti, Dahlia, Roses, cut
flowers of plants, floral
decorations, special vegeta-
bles and fruits grown in
the kitchen garden of BSP
employees will be on dis-
play in the Flower Show.
Registration and entry for
all competitions will begin
at 9:00 hrs on February 04,
2024.

The decorations at

Maitri Baag's Selfie Point,
Candle Lawn, and Sunken
Lawn, along with colorful
stalls based on Rangoli on
the water surface and
Gardening shall be the
main attractions of the
Flower Show 2024. There is
no entry fee for participa-
tion in the competition.
The Maitri Baag
Management has appealed
to the public to attend this
annual programme in
large numbers.

Stage all set for Mega Flower show 2024 at Maitri Baag



T he Joe Biden administration has taken a pivotal
step by notifying the US Congress of its intent to

sell 31 MQ-9B armed drones to India. This momentous
acquisition of high-altitude, long-endurance Unmanned
Aerial Vehicles (UAVs) is estimated to cost $3.99 billion,
and it holds the promise of elevating India's capabilities
to confront both present and future threats. This editori-
al delves into the implications and the broader context of
this game-changing drone deal. The acquisition of these
advanced drones marks a significant milestone in India's
efforts to bolster its surveillance and reconnaissance ca-
pabilities. The MQ-9B armed drones, comprising 15
SeaGuardian drones for the Indian Navy and eight
SkyGuardian variants each for the Army and Indian Air
Force, are poised to play a pivotal role in safeguarding
India's interests in sea lanes and beyond. These high-alti-
tude, long-endurance UAVs are well-equipped to conduct
unmanned surveillance and reconnaissance patrols, pro-
viding invaluable intelligence and enhancing situational
awareness. One of the key areas where these drones are
expected to have a profound impact is maritime security.
The Indian Ocean region is witnessing a resurgence of
piracy, as well as threats to shipping vessels by militant
groups, particularly in the Red Sea. In a recent display of
India's commitment to maritime security, the Indian
warship INS Sumitra, aided by a leased MQ-9B drone,
conducted anti-piracy operations and successfully res-
cued two hijacked fishing vessels and their crew mem-
bers. This operation underscored the potential of drones
in safeguarding vital sea routes and countering mar-
itime threats. The decision to supply these advanced
drones to India is a testament to the deepening coopera-
tion between the United States and India. US State
Department spokesperson Matthew Miller rightly em-
phasized that this move would enhance India's maritime
security and domain awareness capabilities. It also high-
lights the significance of the partnership between the
two nations, characterized by mutual trust and shared
strategic interests. Moreover, the commitment to this
drone agreement reflects the maturity of the bilateral re-
lationship. Despite occasional differences and chal-
lenges, both India and the United States have managed to
sustain and strengthen their strategic and defense coop-
eration. Even during periods of tension, such as the re-
cent Gurpatwant Singh Pannun case, where allegations
of an Indian hand in a plot to kill a designated terrorist
surfaced, the two nations have maintained a steady ex-
change of information and have not allowed such issues
to derail their broader strategic objectives. While the de-
tails of the drone deal and the specific delivery timeline
are yet to be finalized, it is evident that this agreement
holds immense potential for India's defense forces. The
combination of enhanced surveillance capabilities and
increased firepower will bolster India's position on the
global stage and serve as a deterrent against potential
threats. As the US Congress is expected to give the
green light to this monumental drone deal, India
stands on the precipice of an era where its security
and defense capabilities will reach new heights. This is
not just a transaction; it is a manifestation of the
shared commitment to safeguarding regional stability,
securing vital sea lanes, and promoting peace and se-
curity in the Indo-Pacific region.

Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee

T he 2024 interim budget, presented by Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, has left many in the

middle class feeling neglected and disappointed. Instead
of addressing critical issues facing this segment of the
population, the budget appears more like an election
campaign pamphlet, with a focus on specific demograph-
ics while ignoring the struggles of the middle class.
While Sitharaman's budget highlights initiatives for the
poor, women, youth, and farmers, it's hard to ignore the
fact that the middle class has seen little relief since 2014.
The middle class has witnessed a series of financial bur-
dens, including bank charges for cheque books, in-
creased home and car loan rates, and rising toll prices,
which have surged by 20% since 2014. The cost of essen-
tial commodities such as petrol and diesel continues to
rise, and import taxes have been increased, further
squeezing the finances of the middle-class population.
Additionally, the issue of growing beggars in metro
cities has not been adequately addressed in the budget.
The government's "SMILE" scheme, aimed at rehabilitat-
ing 20,000 beggars by 2025-26, offers some hope, but it re-
mains to be seen how effective this initiative will be in
tackling the issue of beggary in India. The disappoint-
ment extends to the salaried class and pensioners who
had hoped for some relief in the form of reduced income
tax rates or subsidies for medical insurance expendi-
tures. Unfortunately, the budget did not deliver on these
expectations, leaving the middle class to bear the burden
of high taxes and healthcare costs. The glaring disparity
in tax rates between individuals and corporates is anoth-
er sore point. While individuals in the middle class are
paying nearly 25% of their income in taxes, corporates
enjoy a significantly lower tax rate of 10% on their
EBIDTA. This imbalance raises questions about fairness
and equity in the tax system. The government's failure
to address these issues has left the middle class feeling
increasingly burdened and disillusioned. Many are frus-
trated with the perception that the government is more
interested in extracting taxes than in alleviating the fi-
nancial challenges faced by the middle class. The gov-
ernment must reevaluate its priorities and take mean-
ingful steps to address the financial challenges faced by
the middle class if it wishes to gain their trust and sup-
port in the future.

II ndia, with its rich history and
diverse culture, has long been a

land of political intrigue and dynastic
legacies. From ancient kingdoms to
modern democracies, the influence
of powerful political families has
woven a complex tapestry in the
country's political landscape. This
article delves into the phenomenon of
dynastic politics in India, exploring
its historical roots, notable political
families, and the impact on the
nation's democracy.

HHiissttoorriiccaall  OOrriiggiinnss
The roots of dynastic politics in India
can be traced back to ancient times.
Buddhist and Jain writings mention
the sixteen mahajanapadas or Indian
states as early as 600 BCE, with
hereditary monarchies prevailing as
the legitimate form of governance.
Under this system, political authority
was often inherited within ruling
families. Although India transitioned
from monarchy to democracy, ves-
tiges of this hereditary tradition per-
sisted.

MMooddeerrnn  DDyynnaassttiicc  FFaammiilliieess
Today, dynastic politics is a defining
feature of India's political landscape.

Prominent political families wield
significant influence across national
and regional parties, often spanning
multiple generations. 

SSoommee  ooff  tthhee  nnootteewwoorrtthhyy  
ddyynnaassttiicc  ffaammiilliieess  iinncclluuddee::

1. The Nehru-Gandhi Family:
Renowned for producing three
Prime Ministers - Jawaharlal
Nehru, Indira Gandhi, and Rajiv
Gandhi - this family has main-
tained its stronghold in the Indian
National Congress party. The
legacy continues with leaders like
Sonia Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi, and
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra.

2. The Scindia Family: Hailing from
the erstwhile royal family of
Gwalior, this family boasts a long
history of political engagement.
Jyotiraditya Scindia, formerly a
Congress leader, made headlines
by joining the BJP in 2020.

3. The Reddy Family: A political force
in Andhra Pradesh and Telangana,
the Reddy family includes YS
Jagan Mohan Reddy, the current
Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh,
and YS Sharmila, a recent entrant
into Congress.

4. The Thackeray Family: The Shiv
Sena, a regional party in
Maharashtra, was founded by the
late Bal Thackeray. His son,
Uddhav Thackeray, and nephew,
Raj Thackeray, play prominent
roles in state politics.

5. The Abdullah Family: Associated
with Jammu and Kashmir National
Conference, this family has pro-
duced three Chief Ministers -
Sheikh Abdullah, Farooq
Abdullah, and Omar Abdullah.

6. The Badal Family: Dominating
Punjab's politics for decades, the
Badal family includes Parkash
Singh Badal, Sukhbir Singh Badal,
Harsimrat Kaur Badal, and
Bikramjit Singh.

7. The Karunanidhi Family: A major
player in Tamil Nadu politics, the
Karunanidhi family boasts leaders
like M. Karunanidhi and M. K.
Stalin, associated with the
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam.

8. The Pawar Family: A prominent
force in Maharashtra politics, the
Pawar family features Sharad
Pawar, Supriya Sule, and Ajit
Pawar within its ranks.

9. The Deve Gowda Family: Janatha
Dal (Secular) has seen H. D. Deve
Gowda's leadership pass to his
sons, H. D. Kumaraswamy and H.
D. Revanna.

10. The Yadav Families: Both Bihar
and Uttar Pradesh have witnessed
the rise of the Yadav political
dynasties. Lalu Prasad Yadav's
family in Bihar and Mulayam
Singh Yadav's family in Uttar
Pradesh have played pivotal roles.

11. The Paswan Family: A known
political dynasty in Bihar, the
Paswan family was led by the late

Ram Vilas Paswan and is now rep-
resented by Chirag Paswan.

12. Mayawati and Family: Mayawati,
the leader of the Bahujan Samaj
Party (BSP), has designated her
nephew, Akash Anand, as her
political successor.

13. Mamata Banerjee and Abhishek
Banerjee: In West Bengal, Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee has
declared her intention to continue
serving until 2036, with her
nephew Abhishek Banerjee
poised for a future role.

These families have left an indelible
mark on Indian politics, producing
Prime Ministers, Chief Ministers,
Union Ministers, and influential party
leaders. Their influence extends to
national and regional politics, con-
tributing to the diverse fabric of
India's democracy.

CCrriittiiqquueess  aanndd  CChhaalllleennggeess
Dynastic politics in India has faced its
fair share of criticisms. Detractors
argue that it undermines democracy,
meritocracy, and accountability while
fostering a culture of entitlement,
corruption, and factionalism.
Nonetheless, supporters contend that
it mirrors India's social and cultural
realities, where strong family ties
and loyalty hold immense value.

In conclusion, dynastic politics in
India is a multi-faceted phenomenon
deeply ingrained in the nation's polit-
ical landscape. It reflects both histor-
ical precedents and contemporary
complexities. Whether seen as a nec-
essary adaptation or a concerning
trend, the influence of political fami-
lies continues to shape the course of
Indian democracy, leaving it an ever-
evolving and dynamic force in the
country's governance.

Chronicle
C E N T R A L

Established  1974  Volume  49  No. 124

Snow Leopard
Count

The Snow Leopard Population
Assessment in India (SLPAI) by the
Global Snow Leopard and
Ecosystem Protection Programme
(GSLESP) found 718 snow leopards
across India. This extensive study
covered 120,000 km of the trans-
Himalayan region, recommending
the creation of a dedicated snow
leopard cell at the Wildlife Institute
of India. These beautiful big cats
are predominantly found in six
Himalayan states: Ladakh,
Uttarakhand, Jammu and Kashmir,
Himachal Pradesh, Sikkim, and
Arunachal Pradesh. Their physiolo-
gy, with a large nasal cavity and
ample red blood corpuscles, aids
high-altitude living. Thick fur and a
long tail help them endure the cold.
Habitat loss, poaching, climate
change, and human-animal con-
flicts have reduced their numbers. 

Dr. Ganapathi Bhat, Akola

Budget Analysis
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman's budget speech show-
cased the Modi government's
achievements but lacked significant
voter-centric initiatives. Despite
emphasizing fiscal consolidation
and economic growth, it down-
played rising inequality and slug-
gish private consumption.
Prioritizing fiscal prudence may
slow economic momentum, with
the greater concern being address-
ing inequality. A casual reference to
future development plans suggests
confidence in winning upcoming
elections. Overall, the budget
favors continuity over bold reforms,
raising doubts about its effective-
ness in addressing critical econom-
ic challenges.

NN  MMaatteeeennii,,  MMuummbbaaii

Interim Budget 2024
Finance Minister Mrs. Nirmala
Sitharaman's Interim Budget signals
economic stability following a
decade of necessary reforms. While
the full budget awaits presentation
after the Lok Sabha elections and
government formation, this Interim
Budget offers glimpses of future pri-
orities. It strikes a balance between
aspirations and preparedness,
reflecting a measured approach
towards economic stability.

JJaahhaannggiirr  AAllii,,  MMuummbbaaii

Europa Exploration
NASA's Europa Clipper mission,
set for launch in October, is des-
tined for Jupiter's moon, Europa,
with the aim of exploring the pos-
sibility of extraterrestrial life.
Instead of orbiting Europa, it will
conduct continuous close flybys at
a mere 25 kilometers from the
moon's surface. Jennifer Scully
from NASA's Jet Propulsion
Laboratory anticipates this mis-
sion will yield valuable insights
into this mysterious moon. Of
utmost importance is the evalua-
tion of potentially habitable sub-
surface oceans. While the Clipper
can't directly search for life, it will
lay the foundation for future
research endeavours.

AArrkkaa  GGoosswwaammii,,  WWeesstt  BBeennggaall
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Indonesians of Chinese descent wash the statues of their goddess at a temple in Kuta, Bali, Indonesia on Saturday, Feb. 3.
Indonesian Chinese are preparing to welcome the year of Wooden Dragon for lunar new year, which falls on Feb. 10 this year.

YEAR OF WOODEN DRAGON
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Drone Deal

EErr..  PPrraabbhhaatt  KKiisshhoorree

In the opposition,
there was internal
fight in the SSP
between the upper
and backward caste

lobbies for leadership in which
Karpoori Thakur, a Nai, succeeded.
Daroga Roy govt. (16th Feb. 1970 to
22nd Dec. 1970) fell down and
Karpoori Thakur became CM on 22nd
Dec. 1970 with the support of the
Jansangh. He too became a victim of
defections and had to resign on 2nd
June 1971. A forum of like minded
legislatures named “Pragatishil
Vidhayak Dal” was formed and its
leader Bhola  Paswan  Shastri took
over as  CM for the third time. He
again fell to kept legislature united
and resigned on 27th December
1972; followed by President Rule on
9th Jan. 1972. 

In a span of just 5 years since 1967
to 1972, the People of Bihar have
faced 9 chief ministers. In a bid to
eradicate the unstable political sce-
nario, Congress was voted to power
in 1972 election with 167 seats. The
Congress continued its traditional
game and in place of Ram Lakhan
Yadav, the leader of the legislature
party in the dissolved assembly,
Kedar Pandey, a Brahmin, was made
the CM (19.3.1972 to 02.07.1973).
Pandey Government step down with-
in one year and for the first time in
the history of Bihar a Muslim leader
Abdul Gafoor  (02.07.1973 to

11.04.1975) was made the CM to
counter the heavyweights Mishra
brothers. Gafoor had to resign fol-
lowing the JP movement. Taking
emotional sympathy of the assassi-
nation of the then railway minister
Lalit  Narayan Mishra in a Bomb
explosion in Samastipur in 1974, his
younger brother Dr. Jagannath
Mishra, a Brahmin, become the CM
(11.04.1975 to 30.04.1977) and dur-
ing his tenure emergency was
imposed on 25th June 1975. On 30
April 1977, Vidhan Sabha was dis-
solved and Bihar came under
President’s Rule.

In general election of June 1977,
the Janata Party came to power with
a landslide victory in the state.
Despite strong opposition from State
Janata Party President Satyendra
Narayan Sinha, Karpoori Thakur was
elected the leader of the legislature
party and took oath as  the CM
(24.06.1977  to 21.04.1979). Thakur
gained name & fame, when he imple-
mented long-awaited Backward
Class reservation in State
Government services as well as insti-
tutions and distribute appointment
letters to all unemployed engineers
in the state. Under the patronage of
Satyendra Narayan Sinha and even
the blessings of  JP, there were
aggressive protests against the
reservation. Ultimately,  Karpoori
Thakur had to resign and Ram
Sundar Das, a Chamar, took charge
of  the CM (21.04.1979
to17.02.1980). The  key of power was

with S.N. Sinha and  Dasji had no con-
trol over the administration.
President’s Rule was imposed on
17th February 1980, and the Vidhan
Sabha was dissolved. 

Congress returned to power in the
Mid-term Bihar Assembly  election in
1980 and Dr. Jagannath Mishra
(08.06.1980  to  14.08.1983), became
the CM for the second time. Mishra’s
worst functioning angered the
Congress high command and
Chandrashekhar Singh, a Rajput
(14.08.1983  to12.03.1985) was made
the CM. The general election in 1985
was fought under Singh’s  leadership
and the Congress returned to power,
but surprisingly he was stepped
down and State Congress President
Bindeshwari  Dube, a Brahmin,  was
blessed as the CM (12.03.1985
to13.02.1988) by the Party high-com-
mand. Dubeji has full support of the
MLAs, but Congress High Command
pressurized him to resign and a new
face, Bhagwat  Jha Azad, a Brahmin,
(14.02.1988 to 10.03.1989), was
made the CM. 

In the meantime, V.P. Singh start-
ed his activities against Bofors Scam
& corruption and lateron Socialists
also joined him. To counter V.P. Singh
in the coming the Vidhan Sabha elec-
tion, the Rajput leader Satyendra
Narayan Sinha (11.03.1989 to
06.12.1989) was made the CM, his
long awaited dream. He tried his best
to implement the popular welfare
schemes and to sort out unemploy-
ment issues. But in V.P. Singh wave,

the Congress loose in Lok Sabha
election and Satyendra Sinha was
stepped down. Dr. Jagannath Mishra
(06.12.1989 to 10.13.1990), who had
the image of a corrupt politician in
the  public, was again made the CM.
Dr. Mishra hampered all those popu-
lar ongoing works, which were of no
personal benefit. Corruption has
reached the highest level ever since
independence. In the 1990 general
election of Vidhan Sabha, Janata Dal
came to power and the Congress was
ousted forever.  

In 1990, there was direct fight for
leadership in Janata Dal between
Devilal supported Laloo Prasad and
V.P. Singh supported Ram Sunder
Das. Das had an edge over Laloo, but
at the last moment Chadrashekhar
supported Raghunath  Jha  jumped
into fray spurring some upper caste
MLAs,  who were loyal to  Dasji.
Nitish Kumar and Sharad Yadav were
instrumental in favour of Laloo
Prasad,  a Yadav, who was elected
leader and sworn in as the CM
(10.03.1990 to 25.07.1997). Due to
technical reason President’s Rule
was in force since 28.03.1995 to
4.5.1995. For his involvement in
Fodder Scam, Laloo Prasad had no
way other than to step down. Laloo
surprised everyone, when he put for-
ward his house-wife Rabri Devi for
the post of CM. Rabri Devi was elect-
ed the leader of the legislature party
and in its history, Bihar saw its first
women CM (27.7.1997 to 2.3.2002).
Although, for short time President’s

Rule have been imposed since
11.02.1999 to 9.3.1999.  In the gener-
al election of 2000, no single party
secured majority. Governor Vinod
Narayan Pandey invited Nitish
Kumar, a Kurmi, (3.3.2000 to
10.3.2000) to form the government,
but he could not succeed to gather
majority mark and resigned within 7
days. Rabri Devi was once again
sworn in as the CM with the support
of the Congress, whose all legisla-
tures got ministerial berth and its
leader Sadanand Singh was chaired
as Vidhan Sabha speaker.  In the
general election held in February
2005, no party got a clear majority.
Ram Vilas  Paswan’s Party,  LJP was
in position of king maker, but he
takes “Na Lenge, Na Denge” policy
on the question to support  any of the
two alliances. 

Rabri Devi had to resign and
President’s Rule was imposed on 7th
March 2005. At last, Ram Vilas’s
Party broke up and a large chunk of
its legislatures joined Nitish’s Party
JD(U). In the November 2005 elec-
tion, JD(U)-BJP alliance  got an
absolute majority and Nitish Kumar
(24.11.2005 to 22.05.2014 and
22.02.2015  uptill now) was elected
leader of the alliance and sworn in as
the CM. In the November 2010 elec-
tion, JDU-BJP alliance again got land-
slide majority winning 203 of the
total 243 seats and Nitish Kumar con-
tinued. 

((AAuutthhoorr  iiss  aa  tteecchhnnooccrraatt  &&  aaccaaddee--
mmiicciiaann..))

Ups  &  downs of Power Politics in Bihar-II

Interim Budget 2024

A Complex Tapestry of Power and Influence

Enhancing India’s Security

A Missed Opportunity for the Middle Class
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Dynastic Politics in India
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Fossil fuels

Shimla: Himachal
Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu said that 19
electric vehicles
launched by the trans-
port department have
proven to be game
changer for environ-
ment and cost savings
of Rs 28 lakh in one
year. The state trans-
port department was
the first in the country
to adopt e-vehicles,
marking a successful
milestone in our com-
mitment to environ-
mental sustainability,
Sukhu was quoted as
saying in a statement.

Windfall tax 
New Delhi: The gov-
ernment has hiked
windfall tax on domes-
tically produced crude
oil to Rs 3,200 per tonne
from Rs 1,700 per tonne
with effect from
Saturday. The tax is
levied in the form of
Special Additional
Excise Duty (SAED).
According to an official
notification, SAED on
export of diesel, petrol,
and jet fuel or ATF, has
been retained at nil.
The new rates are effec-
tive from February 3.
India first imposed
windfall profit taxes on
July 1, 2022, joining a
host of nations that tax
supernormal profits of
energy companies. The
tax rates are reviewed
every fortnight based
on average oil prices in
the previous two
weeks.

Toy exports

New Delhi:The coun-
try's toy exports have
jumped to USD 325.72
million in 2022-23 from
USD 96.17 million in
2014-15, Parliament was
informed on Friday.
Minister of State for
Commerce and
Industry Som Parkash
said that the govern-
ment is providing all-
round support for creat-
ing a conducive manu-
facturing ecosystem for
the toys industry. As a
result of measures, the
manufacturing ecosys-
tem of the industry has
witnessed "remarkable"
growth, leading to a sub-
stantial decrease of 52
per cent in overall im-
port of toys from USD
332.55 million in 2014-15
to USD 158.7 million in
2022-23, Parkash said in
a written reply to the
Rajya Sabha.

New Delhi, Feb 03: 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi  said India
is moving fast and will be-
come the world's third-
largest economy in the
"third term" of his govern-
ment. Addressing industri-
alists at Bharat Mobility
Global Expo 2024 here, the
Prime Minister said the
auto and automotive com-
ponent industry will play a
significant role in making
India a global economic
powerhouse. Modi also an-
nounced that the govern-
ment is working on a new
scheme to develop rest facil-
ities on National Highways
for truck and taxi drivers.
"Drivers are an important
part of the mobility sector.
They drive for long hours
but they do not have access

to proper resting
place...They do not get ade-
quate time to take rest and
sometimes this leads to
road accidents," Modi said.
In the first phase, 1,000 mod-
ern buildings with ameni-
ties such as food stalls,
clean drinking water, toi-
lets, parking and rest places
will be constructed, he

added. Modi said that it will
give a boost to both the ease
of living and ease of travel-
ing for truck and taxi driv-
ers, thereby improving
their health and also help in
preventing accidents.

"India is on the move, and
is moving fast. In a way, this
is the beginning of the gold-
en period for India's mobili-
ty sector," he said. "Today
India's economy is expand-
ing rapidly. India is sure to
become the third largest
economy in the world in the
third term of our govern-
ment," the Prime Minister
said. The country is going
to general polls in April-
May this year. The Prime
Minister recalled a mobili-
ty-related conference from
his first term (2014-19) and
talked about his focus on
battery and electric vehi-

cles. Modi expressed satis-
faction that he could see sig-
nificant progress during
his second term and said
that in the third term mo-
bility will see new heights.

Stressing that the "speed
and scale" of his govern-
ment has changed the very
definition of mobility in
India, Modi said the num-
bers of growing economy
and the growing income
are bound to infuse new
confidence in the mobility
sector. Modi said that the
number of cars sold in
India rose from 12 crores
to more than 21 crores
from the 10 years before
2014 to after 2014, while the
number of electric vehi-
cles sold in India rose from
two thousand per year 10
years ago to 12 lakh per
year today.

India moving fast, set to
become 3rd largest economy

in our third term: Modi
New Delhi, Feb 03: 

The Road Transport and
Highways Ministry aims
to create a national record
by constructing 13,813 km
of highways in the current
financial year, Secretary
Anurag Jain said.
Addressing reporters
here, Jain said the min-
istry aims to eliminate less
than two-lane national
highways by 2027-28.

The total length of less
than two-lane National
Highways (NH) was 25,517
km in March 2012 (which
was 30.1 per cent of the
total length). At present,
the total length of less
than two-lane NHs is
14,350 km (9.8 per cent of
the total length) The min-
istry constructed 10,237
km National Highways in
the 2019-20 financial year,
13,327 km in 2020-21, 10,457
km in 2021-22, 10,331 km in
2022-23. The ministry has
constructed 6,216 km of
NH up to December in the
ongoing fiscal as com-

pared to 5,774 km con-
structed in the year-ago
period. Jain further said
the road ministry aims to
garner Rs 40,000 crore
through asset monetisa-
tion in the current finan-
cial year. Going forward,
there will be more private
investment for road proj-
ects, he said.

According to Jain, in
the next 10-12 years,
India's road infrastruc-
ture will match developed
countries' road infrastruc-
ture. Jain said the new
road projects will be fund-
ed through a mix of gov-

ernment and private in-
vestment and the soon-to-
be-firmed-up model con-
cession agreements will
ensure that there is no
scope for interpretation,
thereby bringing in trans-
parency and reducing ar-
bitrations.

Commenting on the
next phase of national
highway development in
the country, Jain said all
future projects are being
aligned with the PM's
broader vision for a Viksit
Bharat by 2047.

Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Thursday marginally in-
creased the allocation to
the state-owned National
Highways Authority of
India (NHAI) to Rs 1.68
lakh crore for 2024-25 from
last year's revised alloca-
tion of Rs 1.67 lakh crore.
The pre-election Budget
2024-25 document has allo-
cated a marginally en-
hanced outlay of Rs 2.78
lakh crore for the high-
ways sector.

Road ministry aims to construct
record 13,813 km of highways in FY24

New Delhi, Feb 03:  

Money laundering con-
cerns and questionable
dealings of hundreds of
crores of rupees between
popular wallet Paytm and
its lesser-known banking
arm had led Reserve Bank
of India to clamp down on
tech poster boy Vijay
Sekhar Sharma-run enti-
ties, sources said. The cen-
tral bank has ordered
Paytm Payments Bank Ltd
(PPBL) to halt most of its
business including taking
further deposits, conduct-
ing credit transactions
and carrying out top-ups
on any customer accounts,
prepaid instruments, wal-
lets, and cards for paying
road tolls after February

29. This means customers
can access their existing
deposits and pay for serv-
ices with money stored in
their wallets till February
29. And in case, RBI does
not relent, top-up for
Paytm wallet will stop and
transactions through it
would no longer can be
carried. In a major action
against PPBL, the Reserve
Bank earlier this week di-
rected the lender to stop
accepting deposits or top-
ups in customer accounts,
wallets, FASTags and
other instruments after
February 29. The PPBL,
sources said, had lakhs of
non-KYC (Know Your
Customer) compliant ac-
counts and in thousands of
cases single PANs were

used for opening multiple
accounts. There were in-
stances where the total
value of transactions -
running into crores of ru-
pees, much beyond regula-
tory limits in minimum
KYC pre-paid instruments
raising money laundering
concerns, sources said.
According to an analyst,
Paytm Payments Bank has
about 35 crore e-wallets. Of
this, about 31 crore are
dormant while only about
4 crore would be operative
with either no balance or a
small balance. An unusu-
ally high number of dor-
mant accounts are prone
to have been used as mule
accounts. So, there were
major irregularities in
KYC, which exposed the

customers, depositors and
wallet holders to serious
risk. Sources said the RBI
in 2021 detected serious
KYC Anti Money
Laundering violations and
the bank was directed to
address these deficiencies.
However, they continued
to persist.

The compliances sub-
mitted by the bank were
found to be incomplete
and false on many occa-
sions, sources said.
Accordingly, in March
2022, RBI imposed supervi-
sory restriction on PPBL
to stop on-boarding new
customers with immedi-
ate effect and to appoint an
external audit firm to con-
duct a comprehensive sys-
tem audit.

Money laundering concerns and KYC 
non-compliance led to ban on Paytm Bank by RBIMumbai, Feb 03: 

India's forex reserves
increased USD 591 million to
USD 616.733 billion for the
week ended January 26, the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
said on Friday. In the previous
reporting week, the overall
reserves had dropped USD
2.795 billion to USD 616.143
billion. The country's forex
kitty had reached an all-time
high of USD 645 billion in
October 2021. The reserves
took a hit as the central bank
deployed the kitty to defend
the rupee amid pressures
caused majorly by global
developments since last year.
For the week ended January
26, the foreign currency
assets, a major component of
the reserves, increased USD
289 million to USD 546.144 bil-
lion, the data said. 

Forex reserves
increase USD 591 mn

to USD 616.7 bn

New Delhi, Feb 03: 

Expressing its support
to simultaneous elections
that would synchronize
the electoral cycles at the
central and state levels, in-
dustry body CII said 'One
Nation One Election'
would enhance gover-
nance efficiency, and fos-
ter economic develop-
ment. The Confederation
of Indian Industry (CII)
presented its views to the
High-Level Committee on
One Nation One Election
(ONOE) on Friday. The
High Level Committee on
One Nation One Election,
chaired by former
President Ram Nath
Kovind held its fifth meet-

ing. "CII's view was based
on the economic benefits
of streamlining the elec-
toral process, that would
enhance governance effi-
ciency, and foster econom-
ic development," the in-
dustry body stated. It ar-
gued that asynchronous
multiple elections lead to
frequent disruption in pol-
icy making and adminis-
tration, leading to uncer-
tainty about the govern-
ment's policies. "It also af-
fects the working of the
Government due to its offi-
cials being roped in for
election duties.
Investment decisions by
the private sector tend to
slow down prior to the
elections," said CII.

One Nation, One Election to
improve govt efficiency, foster

economic development: CII

Kolkata, Feb 03:  

The Indian economy is
expected to grow at an av-
erage rate of 6.7 per cent
per annum until the end of
the decade, CRISIL said in
its latest report.

The economy will grow
at this rate between the fi-
nancial years 2024 to 2031,
a notch above the pre-pan-
demic average of 6.6 per
cent. According to CRISIL,
the key contributor to this
trend will be capital. This
is a result of the invest-

ment-driven strategy of
the government when the
private sector was shy of
making investments. The
government increased
capital expenditure signif-
icantly to support building
expenditure and providing
interest-free loans to states
to bolster their own invest-
ment efforts, the report
said. CRISIL said that
after a robust 7.3 per cent
growth this fiscal, there
will be moderation to 6.4
per cent in the next finan-
cial year.

Indian economy to grow at
6.7 per cent between fiscals

2024 to 2031: CRISILNew Delhi, Feb 03:  

The income tax depart-
ment will "erase" petty tax
demands pending against
about 80 lakh taxpayers on
its own and issue a "speak-
ing order" explaining the
process to be followed,
CBDT chairman Nitin
Gupta said Friday, a day
after the measure was pro-
posed in the interim
Budget. Union Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman had on
Thursday declared the gov-
ernment's proposal to
withdraw outstanding di-
rect tax demands up to Rs

25,000 till 2009-10 fiscal and
up to Rs 10,000 for financial
years 2010-11 to 2014-15.

This was being done, she
said, as part of an effort to
improve ease of living and
ease of doing business for
citizens. The finance min-
ister added that there were
"a large number" of petty,
non-verified, non-recon-
ciled or disputed direct tax
demands, many of them
dating as far back as the
year 1962, which continue
to remain on the books,
causing anxiety to honest
taxpayers and hindering
refunds of subsequent
years. "We will erase these

demands, we will extin-
guish such a demand from
the records of the tax de-
partment. The taxpayer
does not have to do any-
thing and we will not be
getting in touch with them
(taxpayer) at all." "This
process will not be adverse
to the assessee," Gupta told
PTI in a post-Budget inter-
view. However, he said,
such demands will be put
on the e-filing portal of the
individual taxpayers so
that they can also have a
look and if there is any
issue, the department will
resolve it, the top tax de-
partment officer said.

I-T dept will erase petty tax demands on its
own: CBDT chairman on Budget announcement

Mumbai, Feb 03:  

Tourists visiting Paris'
Eiffel Tower will now be
able to book their trip to
the iconic monument
using India's Unified
Payment Interface, the
National Payments
Corporation of India
(NPCI) said on Friday. The
NPCI said its arm NPCI
International Payments
(NIPL) has tied up with
French e-commerce and
proximity payments Lyra,
which will help ensure
that the UPI payment
mechanism is accepted in
the European country,

starting with the Eiffel
Tower. "Indian tourists can
now book their visit to the
Eiffel Tower by purchasing
tickets online using UPI
(Unified Payment
Interface), making the
transaction process quick,
easy, and hassle-free," an
official statement said. The
announcement was made
in Paris at an event organ-
ised by the Indian
Embassy in France to cele-
brate India's Republic Day,
it added. At present, Indian
tourists rank as the second
largest group of interna-
tional visitors to the Eiffel
Tower, it said.

Now, pay for Eiffel
Tower visit through UPI

New Delhi, Feb 03:  

The Red Sea crisis at
present has not affected
the availability of contain-
ers for traders and the gov-
ernment is closely moni-
toring the situation,
Parliament was informed.
Minister of State for
Commerce and Industry
Anupriya Patel said that
exports from India are
continuing as the sailings
of containers carrying
ships from India have been

diverted via the Cape of
Good Hope route, encir-

cling Africa. "The crisis in
Red Sea, at present, has
also not much affected the
availability of containers
in most of the ports," she
said in a written reply to
the Rajya Sabha. The cri-
sis in the Red Sea shipping
route began after Yemen-
based Houthi rebels
launched frequent attacks
on commercial shipping
vessels plying through the
route in November as a
fallout of the Israeli-
Palestinian war, which

started in early October
2023. Due to the crisis, the
movement of goods from
the Red Sea, the world's
busiest shipping route, has
disrupted the global sup-
ply chains as vessels have
to take long routes for ex-
ports and imports.

The minister said that
Indian Navy has substan-
tially enhanced maritime
surveillance efforts in
central/north Arabian
Sea and augmented force
levels.

Availability of containers not
affected due to Red Sea crisis: Patel

New Delhi, Feb 03:  

Edtech major Think and Learn
Pvt Ltd, which operates under
the brand name BYJU'S, on
Friday said investors have no
voting rights on the CEO or
management change as per
the shareholder's agreement.
At least six BYJU's investors
have called for an
Extraordinary General Meeting

(EGM) to address issues at the
edtech major and oust
founders from having control
over the firm. "Think & Learn
Pvt Ltd has noted with sorrow,
statements from a select few
investors calling for an EGM to
replace founder and group
CEO Byju Raveendran. Under
these unfortunate circum-
stances, we would emphasise
that the shareholder's agree-

ment does not give them the
right to vote on CEO or man-
agement change," the compa-
ny said in a statement. The
investors led by Dutch invest-
ment firm Prosus in the EGM
notice requested the resolu-
tion of the outstanding gover-
nance, financial mismanage-
ment and compliance issues
and the reconstitution of the
Board of Directors. 

Investors have no voting rights
on CEO change: BYJU’S
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Dhamtari, Feb 03:

A case of theft in the
Bhakhara police station
area has been successfully
resolved through the com-
bined efforts of the Cyber
Cell and Bhakhara Police,
resulting in the recovery
of stolen cash and goods
worth Rs 85,000. The inci-
dent involved the breaking
of locks on 6 shops in two
separate crimes.

Between approximately
20.00 hrs on January 11
and around 09.00 am on
January 12, the suspects
broke into Punam
Electronic Municipality
Market in Nagar
Panchayat  Bhakhara.
They stole Rs 25,000 from a
cash drawer. Additionally,
the suspects targeted
Dewangan Shringar Sadar
and Dewangan Brothers
Palika Bazar, stealing
fancy items worth Rs.
24,000 and cash amounting
to Rs. 16,000. They also
made away with Rs. 20,000
kept in the store bag of the
combine shop numbers 24

and 25, breaking the lock
of the shutter. In total, Rs.
61,000 in cash and fancy
goods worth Rs. 24,000
were stolen, amounting to
a total of Rs. 85,000. The
victims promptly reported
the incident to the
Bhakhara Police Station,
leading to the registration
of cases 14/2024 and 15/24
under Section 457,380 IPC.

In response to the case,
Superintendent of Police
Prashant Thakur's direc-
tives for swift action,
the Bhakhara Police,

under the guidance
of Additional
Superintendent of Police
Madhulika Singh and
Police Sub-Divisional
Officer KK Vajpayee,
launched a prompt inves-
tigation aided by techni-
cal services. Through a
collaborative effort be-
tween the cyber team of
District Dhamtari and
Bhakhara Police station
personnel, suspects from
the Raipur district area
were apprehended. The
arrested individuals in-

clude Aman Markam,
also known as Babi, aged
18 years and 01 month,
residing in Amlidih
under Raipur's Hall
Housing Board Colony
Police Station. Harsh
Kumar Sahu, alias
Harshu, aged 19 years, is
a resident of Labhandi
under Telibandha Police
Station in Raipur. Ajju
Dewar, aged 18 years and
15 days, resides in the
Housing Board Kachna
area under Raipur's
Rajendra Nagar Police
Station. During interro-
gation, the suspects con-
fessed to their involve-
ment in the crimes.

Stolen Cash and goods
worth Rs 85,000 and two
motorcycles used in the
incidents were seized. A
comprehensive search of
about 200 CCTV camera
footage was conducted
along the Bhakhara to
Raipur Durg road. The
arrested individuals have
been remanded to judi-
cial custody at the honor-
able Court in Kurud.

Bhakhara police crack theft case,
recover stolen goods and cash Bilaspur, Feb 03: The DAV

Public School, Vasanth
Vihar, witnessed a remark-
able showcase of creativity
and innovation as it organ-
ized a successful science
exhibition on Tuesday,
blending science, art, and
culture harmoniously.

ASP Rajendra Kumar
Jaiswal, the esteemed chief
guest, inaugurated the ex-
hibition with a ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony, while
Principal K. Parthipen ex-
tended a warm welcome to
him with a bouquet of
flowers. The event provid-
ed a platform for students
to display their talents
through diverse model ex-
hibits across various sub-
jects.

A standout attraction at
the exhibition was Rafiq
Abdullah Khan's presenta-
tion on solar energy, draw-
ing considerable attention.
The presence of his par-
ents, renowned social
worker and Congress
leader Dr. Hameed Ullah
Khan, and Arshmina Khan
added prestige to the occa-
sion. The students of DAV
School showcased their

creativity by crafting
unique models in the fields
of science, art, literature,
and social sciences, reflect-

ing a rich cultural perspec-
tive. With the participation
of over 500 enthusiastic
children, the exhibition

garnered well-deserved
praise from the attending
parents, who openly ex-
pressed their appreciation.
Chief guest Rajendra
Jaiswal commended the
artistic thinking and en-
deavours of the students,
emphasizing the hidden
talents within each child.
He highlighted that such
events not only contribute
to the holistic development
of students but also pro-
vide a platform to nurture
their talents. Notably, the
students presented a well-
crafted model of the Ram
Temple, exemplifying the
school's commitment to ex-
cellence. Principal K.
Parthipen expressed his
gratitude to everyone and
motivated the children to
continue exploring their
potential. The event was
graced by the presence of
notable figures, including
Professor Gana Prantika,
Aspinder Kaur, Aruna,
Pramod Tiwari, Lata
Mahato, Ramesh, Arun
Soni, Bhaskar, and Ramesh
Shatakshi Saxena, who ap-
plauded the students' cre-
ative prowess.

DAV School hosts inspiring 
science exhibition

Fingeshwar, Feb 03: 

Students, parents, and
villagers locked the main
gate of Government
Higher Secondary School
Loharsi in the develop-
ment block in protest this
morning. Their actions
highlighted the acute
shortage of teachers that
has plagued the institu-
tion.

The students voiced
their concerns, stating
that the school has been
without a chemistry
teacher for the past 7-8

years. Furthermore, the
absence of teachers for
English, Sanskrit, and
Science subjects has left
them unable to receive in-
struction in these vital
areas since the beginning
of the academic session.
This situation raises con-
cerns about their pre-
paredness for upcoming
10th-12th board exams.

Parents said that, at the
beginning of this session,
5 teachers left the school, 2
teachers retired, 2 teach-
ers got promoted and sub-
sequently left, and 1
teacher was transferred.
Despite these departures,
no replacements were as-
signed to fill these crucial
teaching positions. In re-

sponse to this pressing
issue, parents submitted a
comprehensive memoran-
dum to the District
Education Officer (DEO)
in May 2023 and to the
District Collector in
December 2023, urgently
requesting the appoint-
ment of teachers for essen-
tial subjects at the school.
Regrettably, as of now, no
action has been taken on
their applications.

Parents have raised
grave concerns about the
state of the school, citing
teachers' lack of focus due
to internal politics. This
distraction has led to stu-
dents neglecting their
studies and instead spend-
ing their days playing and

wandering aimlessly. The
school environment has
become unregulated and
lacks proper control. On
Thursday, the school wit-
nessed a complete absence
of study activities for all
six periods.

In response to these de-
teriorating conditions,
parents demanded action
against the remaining
teachers and imposed a
school lockdown along
with the students. This col-
lective action aimed to

draw the administration's
attention to their pressing
concerns and grievances.

The shortage of teach-
ers is a widespread issue
across government
schools in the division.
Many schools lack teach-
ers for essential subjects,
severely impacting the
quality of education.
Shockingly, in some in-
stances, schools in the
Fingeshwar development
block are operating with-
out a designated head of
the institution or princi-
pal. The entire school sys-
tem relies heavily on tem-
porary in-charge person-
nel.

The current circum-
stances raise questions

about the feasibility of ini-
tiatives like "Padhega
India to Badhega India".
Despite the Prime
Minister's efforts to boost
students' morale and self-
confidence through pro-
grams like "Pariksha Pe
Charcha," the absence of
teachers poses a signifi-
cant challenge to educa-
tion.

Instances of school lock-
outs due to teacher short-
ages have occurred in var-
ious locations within the
development block. Urgent
and decisive action is im-
perative to address this
issue effectively, as tempo-
rary measures will not suf-
fice in resolving the prob-
lem.

To draw attention to
their pressing concerns,
parents and students initi-
ated a school lockdown.
The DEO promptly re-
sponded to the protest,
reaching the school and
engaging with the stu-
dents and parents.
Following discussions, the
DEO assured the commu-
nity that their issues
would be communicated to
the government, and steps
would be taken to rectify
the situation. In response
to the teachers' lack of
commitment, the DEO an-
nounced that one day's
salary would be deducted
from the teachers at fault,
emphasizing the need for
teacher accountability.

Students and parents rally against teacher shortage in school
 In Government

Higher Secondary
School Loharsi 

DDoonnggaarrggaaoonn,,  FFeebb  0033::  

Students from Dr. Baba
Saheb Bhimrao Ambedkar
College, along with the Akhil
Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad,
took a significant step towards
improving conditions at the
girls' hostel. On Friday, they
submitted a memorandum to
the SDM office, highlighting
issues related to security and
amenities in the hostel.

The students, who currently
reside in the girls' hostel,
raised concerns about the lack
of facilities despite substantial
fees. They emphasized that the
hostel, designed for approxi-
mately 50 students, charges an
annual hostel fee of Rs 6,000
per student and a monthly
mess fee of Rs 15,000 per stu-
dent. However, they claim that
the facilities provided do not

align with the fees paid. The
condition of the hostel is
reportedly subpar, with broken
taps, pipes, and bathroom
doors, as well as inadequate
meal services. Furthermore,
cleanliness is compromised
due to a lack of cleaning staff.

One of the most pressing
concerns addressed in the
memorandum is the absence of
security measures in the girls'
hostel. Astonishingly, the stu-
dents revealed that a male
peon is responsible for security
in a facility intended for female

residents. This lack of security
poses a significant risk to the
students, particularly consider-
ing the hostel's location out-
side the city. Students have
reported feeling unsafe at
night due to gatherings of peo-
ple consuming alcohol near the
hostel premises.

The Akhil Bharatiya
Vidyarthi Parishad has
demanded swift action to recti-
fy these issues and improve
conditions in the girls' hostel.
They have warned that if nec-
essary measures are not taken

promptly, they may resort to
more vigorous protests to
ensure the safety and well-
being of the students.

Another aspect brought to
light is the violation of regula-
tions regarding hostel manage-
ment. According to the rules, a
female warden should be
appointed in a girls' hostel, but
the current male superinten-
dent does not fulfill this
requirement. Students allege
that the superintendent rarely
visits the hostel, preferring to
stay at the college. This situa-

tion has hindered access for
local public representatives
and media personnel, prevent-
ing them from understanding
the challenges faced by the
students.

Students demand improved security and facilities in girls’ hostel
 ABVP submits 

memorandum to SDM
for change

"There is no such complaint
had been received until now.
However, girl students
informed me about insuffi-
cient food and inadequate
arrangements at the hostel.
The college staff has been
directed to rectify the situa-
tion promptly."
DDrr..  BB..NN..  MMeesshhrraamm,,  PPrriinncciippaall

ooff  tthhee  ccoolllleeggee

"The matter will be thor-
oughly discussed with the
college management. After a
thorough investigation, nec-
essary actions will be taken
to address the concerns
raised by the students."

AA..KK..  PPuussaamm,,  SSDDMM
DDoonnggaarrggaaoonn

Kawardha, Feb 03: 

In a proactive effort
under the National
Tobacco Control
Programme, authorities
in Kawardha have taken
significant steps to en-
force the rules of COTPA
2003. Acting on the direc-
tives of Collector
Janmejay Mahobe and
under the guidance of
Chief Medical and Health
Officer Dr. B. L. Raj, a ro-
bust crackdown was initi-
ated today in the urban
area of Kawardha. A total
of 40 challans were issued,
and necessary actions
were taken under Sections
4 and 6 of COTPA 2003.
The enforcement targeted
paan shops, street ven-
dors, and the Amrittulya
Tea Center located on
Lohara Road, ensuring
that these establishments

adhere to tobacco control
regulations. DPM Srishti
Sharma emphasized that
the challan action was di-
rected at individuals who
violated these regulations.
Additionally, individuals
found smoking in public
places were also subject to
challans. During the pro-
ceedings, the detrimental
health effects of tobacco
use were explained, and
advice was provided to en-
courage compliance with

COTPA rules. Pamphlets
detailing COTPA 2003
were distributed to raise
awareness among the pub-
lic. The enforcement team
was composed of dedicat-
ed members, including
District Nodal Officer Dr.
Roshni Patel and Drug
Inspector Jitendra
Patidar, along with repre-
sentatives from the police
department, labour de-
partment, and health de-
partment.

Crackdown on tobacco offenders
40 challans issued for tobacco violations

DDhhaammttaarrii,,  FFeebb  0033::  

In a determined effort to
combat noise pollution and
uphold environmental regula-
tions, law enforcement agen-
cies are taking decisive action
against drivers using pressure
horns and modified silencers.
Under the direction of
Superintendent of Police
Prashant Thakur and the guid-
ance of Additional
Superintendent of Police
Madhulika Singh, Deputy
Superintendent of Police
Traffic Mani Shankar is leading
the charge in ensuring that
drivers comply with the law.

The campaign against noise
pollution, prompted by the
honorable High Court's direc-
tives, has gained momentum.
During the month of January,
545 drivers were penalized,
resulting in the collection of Rs
17,130 in summon fees. This

proactive stance against noise
pollution has been reinforced
with strict actions aimed at DJ
operators who defy the honor-
able High Court's orders in
Bilaspur.

On February 1, a special
campaign was conducted

across all police stations and
posts, resulting in action taken
against 144 vehicle drivers
responsible for noise pollution.
An impressive sum of Rs
45,400 was collected in sum-
mon fees. Notably, this cam-
paign also led to the penaliza-

tion of 10 Bullet vehicle drivers
found operating their vehicles
with modified silencers, which
were subsequently confiscat-
ed. 

Law enforcement authori-
ties have affirmed their com-
mitment to ensuring that the
crackdown on noise pollution
remains an ongoing effort.
They urge the general public
to actively contribute to envi-
ronmental protection by
refraining from using loud-
speakers and modifying their
vehicles to incorporate pres-
sure horns and modified
silencers. During vehicle
inspections, strict measures
will be enforced, ensuring that
vehicles are devoid of loud-
speakers, pressure horns, or
modified silencers. Drivers
found in violation of these reg-
ulations will face legal conse-
quences, with cases being pre-
sented in the honorable Court.

Strict action against drivers using 
pressure horns and modified silencers

Anwari, Feb 03: 

Paddy worth lakhs
faced the risk of water
damage at the
Cooperative Society
Primary Agriculture
Branch 171 in Koliyari. A
sudden change in weather
brought heavy rain for an
hour between 5 to 6 in the
morning, resulting in
chaotic conditions at the
paddy procurement cen-
ter.

The unexpected rain-
storm left the paddy pro-
curement center in disar-
ray, with lakhs of rupees'
worth of paddy soaked in
water. Despite funds being
allocated to committees
for adequate prepara-
tions, some committee
managers neglected their
responsibilities, causing
financial losses for the
government. This situa-
tion highlights the impor-
tance of conscientious

management to prevent
such losses.

With the deadline for
completing paddy pro-
curement just two days
away, the farmers' sub-
stantial stockpile faced
haphazard storage. On-
site observations by our
correspondent revealed

that instead of proper tar-
paulin covering, harvest-
ed rice was exposed atop
the drainage system, shel-
tered only by damaged
and old tarpaulins. This
neglect underscores the
manager's lack of respon-
sibility, jeopardizing a sig-
nificant investment.

Paddy worth lakhs soaked in water due to chaos in Koliyari PPC
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Visakhapatnam , Feb 03 (PTI):

Jasprit Bumrah put up a
special exhibition of re-
verse swing on a flat deck
after Yashasvi Jaiswal's
maiden double hundred to
bowl out England for 253 in
their first innings and put
India ahead in the second
Test here on Saturday.

India tallied 396 all out in
their first innings after
starting day two at 336 for
six. Jaiswal (209 off 290) be-
came the third youngest
double centurion from
India in the morning ses-
sion and was the sole shin-
ing light in an otherwise
grim batting effort.

In response, England
were bowled out in 55.5
overs in the final session to
concede a 143-run first in-
nings lead to India.

Needing to bat five overs
before stumps on day two,
India were unscathed at 28
for no loss in their second
innings.

England began aggres-
sively courtesy Zak
Crawley (76 off 78) before
Bumrah halted their
charge with a masterclass
in reverse swing that result-
ed in his 10th five-wicket
haul. He ended with figures
of six for 45 in 15.5 overs,
his best in India.

He also became the sec-
ond fastest Asian fast
bowler after Pakistan's
Waqar Younis to complete
150 scalps.

Joe Root (5), Ollie Pope

(23), Jonny Bairstow (25)
and England skipper Ben
Stokes (47) were victims of
Bumrah's brilliance. The
30-year-old also completed
150 wickets in the process.

Kuldeep Yadav, playing
his first game of the series,

supported Bumrah with
three wickets. R Ashwin
could not get a wicket while
second pacer Mukesh
Kumar was taken to the
cleaners.

India have managed to
gain advantage but will

need to bat well on day
three as no total can be con-
sidered safe against the
'Bazball' driven England
side. The pitch is gradually
deteriorating with the odd
ball keeping low or bounc-
ing extra. On either side of

the afternoon and evening
session, watching Bumrah
go about his business was a
sight to behold.

Everytime there was a
partnership developing,
Rohit Sharma turned to
Bumrah and he did not dis-

appoint his skipper.
He removing Root and

Pope in a searing spell gave
India much needed momen-
tum after Crawley attacked
the home team spinners to
ensure England reached 155
for four at tea.

Bumrah put Root in his
two minds by mixing the in
and away swinger, leading
to his downfall. Root was
protecting his pads expect-
ing an inswinger but
Bumrah got the ball to
move away from the fourth
stump, inducing an outside
edge.

The lead India pacer's
ball to dismiss Pope was
even more special, a fast re-
versing yorker to which the
England number three had
no answer to. It was a 'ba-
nana in-dipper' that tailed
from the fifth stump at a
fair clip and England's first
Test hero failed to bring his
bat down in time.

Bumrah accounted for
Bairstow, Stokes, Tom
Hartley and James
Anderson in the final ses-
sion. His ball to Bairstow
was similar to Root's and
outcome was another catch
to Shubam Gill at first slip.

Hartley (21) and Ben
Stokes (47) frustrated the
Indians with a 47-run stand
for the eighth wicket until
Bumrah breached the
England skipper's defense.
For the second game in a
row, Stokes was left shell
shocked by Bumrah's
magic.

Bumrah, Jaiswal give India upper hand

Jasprit
Bumrah 

celebrates the wicket
of England's batter

Tom Hartley.

Yashasvi
Jaiswal celebrates

after scoring double
century.

Islamabad, Feb 03 (PTI):

India blunted Pakistan's
challenge on the opening
day to take a 2-0 lead in the
Davis Cup World Group I
play-off tie with
Ramkumar Ramanathan
and N Sriram Balaji rising
to the occasion in the high-
pressure contest, here
Saturday.

A fired-up Aisam-ul-haq
Qureshi gave his all in a
tight opening singles but
the intensity of the match
and tough conditions took
a toll on him as he suffered
a hamstring injury in the
third set, which prevented
a close finish to a hard-
fought contest.

Ramkumar served ex-
tremely well in the match
and also returned better
in the second set to pre-
vail 6-7 (3) 7-6 (4), 6-0
while 43-year-old Aisam
served 10 double faults in
the match, going for
broke.

Ramkumar's strong
serving and percentage
tennis was key to the out-

come of the match. He
served nine games at

love, keeping the points
short and crisp.

Down by a set,
Ramkumar wriggled out
of a tough situation when
serving at 3-4, he was
down 15-40 and never
looked back in the match
in which he fired 20 aces.

Balaji, a doubles spe-
cialist, was challenged by
Aqeel Khan, but the
Indian defeated the veter-
an Pakistani 7-5, 6-3 in the
rain-hit second singles.

Balaji had a grip over
the match. He broke
Aqeel once in both the
sets. His movement,
strong serve, use of drop
shots all came together
for a comfortable win in
the end. India are one
win away from advancing
to the World Group I.

Yuki Bhambri and
Saketh Myneni will now
look to seal the tie on
Sunday when they take
on Muzammil Murtaza
and Barkat Ullah in the
third match.

Visakhapatnam, Feb 03 (PTI):

Jasprit Bumrah's
throbbing afternoon spell
on the second day of the
second Test against
England here on
Saturday made former
Indian skipper Sourav
Ganguly advocating for
sporting pitches rather
than preparing rank
turners.

Bumrah homed in on
Ollie Pope's stumps with
a laser-guided yorker to
dismiss the England bat-
ter for 23 off 55 balls,
earning it a separate fan
base altogether.

It wasn't entirely sur-
prising then to see
Ganguly, a lifelong sup-
porter of pace bowling
and sporting tracks, air-
ing his views in favour of
decks that keeps bowlers
of all genres in the game,
rather than just spinners.

"When I see Bumrah,
Shami, Siraj, Mukesh
bowl, I wonder why do we
need to prepare turning
tracks in India my convic-
tion of playing on good
wickets keeps getting
stronger every game.

They will get 20 wickets
on any surface with
Ashwin, Jadeja, Kuldeep
and Axar (for support),"
Ganguly wrote on his X
(formerly Twitter) ac-
count.

The former BCCI chief
had also expressed a simi-
lar view during India's
home series against
Australia early last year,
particularly after the
Indore pitch earned
"poor" rating from the
ICC.

"Great to see Ashwin
bowl so well on a good
pitch class will always
show Hopefully, this will
be a good Test match a
good opportunity for
Indian batsmen after
some tuff wickets to bat
on, in this series,"
Ganguly had tweeted dur-
ing the Ahmedabad Test
after senior spinner
Ravichandran Ashwin
bagged six wickets.

Here too, Ganguly hint-
ed that the overall batting
quality in the longer for-
mat has dropped in the
last few years because of
preparing pitches with
quick results in mind.

Why do we need turning
tracks, we need to play on

good wickets: Ganguly

Ramkumar, Balaji give India 2-0 lead over Pakistan

India's N Sriram Balaji during the Davis Cup 2024 tennis match
between India and Pakistan, in Islamabad, Saturday, Feb. 3.

Bangkok, Feb 03 (PTI):

Talented Indian shuttler
Ashmita Chaliha's impres-
sive run came to an end,
losing in straight games to
local player Supanida
Katethong in the women's
singles semifinals at the
Thailand Masters Super
300 tournament here on
Saturday. The 24-year-old
from Guwahati suffered a
13-21 12-21 loss to world no.
17 Supanida in a 35-minute

clash. The battle between
the two left-handed shut-
tlers turned out to be a
one-sided affair as
Supanida moved to a com-
fortable 8-3 lead and kept
charging ahead to take the
opening game. The second
game was a similar story
as Ashmita could manage
6-7 before falling apart as
Supanida reeled off nine
of the next 10 points to
take the match beyond the
Indian's reach.

Ashmita loses in semifinals
of Thailand Masters

New Delhi, Feb 03 (PTI):

Having been a pillar of support
for Afghanistan cricket for close
to a decade now, the BCCI is set
to extend infrastructure and
exposure-related assistance to
Nepal's talented players with the
aim to maintain a robust cricket-
ing eco-system in the South
Asian region. If all goes well,
there is a strong possibility that
the senior national team of Nepal
could train in Delhi and play
some warm-up games before
leaving for the United States to
play the T20 World Cup in June.
Cricket Association of Nepal
(CAN) president Chatur Bahadur
met BCCI secretary Jay Shah in
the national capital on Friday on
the sidelines of a WPL meeting,
with a request of helping the
budding cricketers of his country
get quality game time and
access to infrastructure, which is

not always readily available in
the Himalayan nation.
"CAN president Chatur Bahadur
had met BCCI secretary Jay Shah
during an ACC (Asian Cricket
Council) meeting recently and
invited him to come to New Delhi
for a discussion. Accordingly, Mr
Bahadur and Mr Shah met and
BCCI secretary has asked him to
draft a formal proposal as to
what kind of help they expect
from BCCI. Mr Shah has been
very supportive of promotion of
cricket in Nepal," a CAN source
told PTI on the condition of
anonymity. The passion for crick-
et in Nepal is unbelievable and
whenever the national team
plays a match, the stadiums are
packed to capacity.
The war-ravaged Afghanistan
national and U-19 teams have
trained in Greater Noida in the
National Capital Region (NCR)
for a number of years and BCCI
is all set to help in the growth of
Nepal cricket in coming years,
which will also foster bonhomie
between the neighbours.

After Afghanistan, BCCI
likely to help Nepal teams

Get game exposure
and training in India

New Delhi, Feb 03 (PTI):

Former India cricketer
Gautam Gambhir is not in
favour of over-hyping
Yashasvi Jaiswal's double
hundred in the second Test
against England as he feels
the natural game of young-
sters like him is adversely
affected by the increased
burden of expectations.

India opener Jaiswal
scored his maiden Test dou-
ble hundred in the ongoing
second Test in
Visakhapatnam on
Saturday, becoming the
third-youngest Indian to
achieve the feat.

Playing only his sixth
Test, the 22-year-old's sensa-
tional knock of 209 off 290
balls single-handedly pow-
ered India to 396 all out in
112 overs on the second day
of the match. Jaiswal's ac-
complishment marked him
as the first Indian left-han-
der since Gambhir to score
a double hundred in the tra-
ditional format. Gambhir
achieved the feat in 2008
against Australia.

"I want to congratulate
the youngster for his
achievement but, more im-
portantly, I want to tell
everyone that let the young
man play. We have seen in
the past that in India we
have a habit, especially the
media, to over-hype their
achievements and give

them tags and make them
look like heroes," Gambhir
told PTI during an interac-
tion. "The pressure of ex-
pectation gets the better of
them and the players are
not able to play their natu-
ral game. Let him grow and
enjoy his cricket," added
Gambhir. While Jaiswal has
excelled with the bat so far
in the Test series, Shubman
Gill and middle-order batter
Shreyas Iyer have struggled
for runs, and the 42-year-old
cricketer-turned-politician
backed the under-perform-
ing players, saying they
should be given more time.

Both Gill and Iyer made
promising starts in the sec-
ond Test but failed to con-
vert them into substantial
totals. Gill, who scored 34 in
the first innings in
Visakhapatnam, has not
scored a of half-century in
his last nine Test innings,
while Iyer too has been off-
colour.

Paris, Feb 03 (AP):

Kylian Mbappe missed a
first-half penalty and
scored one of the simplest
goals of his career a few
minutes later as Paris
Saint-Germain unconvinc-
ingly beat Strasbourg 2-1 to
remain on top of the
French league.

Mbappe saw his seventh-
minute spot kick parried
for a corner by Strasbourg
goalkeeper Alaa
Bellaarouch on Friday. But

he was on hand 25 minutes
later when Bellaarouch
fluffed a clearance straight
at Marco Asensio and
Asensio's pass left his
teammate with an open
goal from 20 meters.

The same pair was in-
volved in PSG's second
three minutes into the sec-
ond half. This time Mbappe
broke on the left and
crossed to Asensio, whose
perfectly placed shot
wrong-footed the keeper.

Strasbourg got a goal

back through Dilane
Bakwa midway through
the second half and it dom-
inated the late exchanges
but it was not enough to
end a winless run against
PSG that stands at 12
games.

The result also ended
Strasbourg's six-game un-
beaten run in Ligue 1. It re-
mained in 10th spot.

PSG was nine points
ahead of second-placed
Nice, which plays at Brest
on Sunday.

Lahore, Feb 03 (PTI):
The never ending ordeal of
Pakistan Hockey Federation
(PHF) continued as the cash-
strapped national body has
not paid its employees for the
last six months.
According to details, all the
employees of PHF at its head-
quarters in Lahore and sub-
office in Karachi are still wait-
ing to get their salaries for the
last six months.
Over 80 office and ground
employees are said to be in
dire straits as they have also
not been getting any medical
benefits for the last six
months. To make matters
worse even the national senior
players have neither been paid
their contract salaries or
allowances for the last 4-5
months for even participating
in the recent Olympic quali-
fiers in Oman.
A source aware of the devel-
opments said that Pakistan
captain, Imad Shakeel Butt
and some other players also
clashed with the team man-
agement during the qualifiers
over the issue of non-payment
of their daily dues.
"At one stage Butt even
threatened not to play further
matches until the dailies were
cleared," the source said.
The nadir is that no one knows
who is to blamed for this sorry
situation in Pakistan hockey.

Ahmedabad, Feb 03 (PTI):

Bhardwaj Sai Sudharsan
underlined his growing sta-
tus as a productive top-
order batter with a hundred
against England Lions, as
India A reached a position
of strength on the third day
of their third unofficial
Test' here on Saturday.

Sudharsan made 117 off
240 balls as India A made
409 in their second innings
for an overall lead of 402
runs.

Chasing 403 for an im-
probable win, the Lions are
83 for two in their second
innings at stumps.

Opener Alex Lees is keep-
ing vigil at an unbeaten 41.

They need a further 320
runs on the final day to win
and level the series, which
the hosts now lead 1-0.

And for all that, India A,
resuming from 148 for
three, needed to thank
Sudharsan who built on his
overnight 54 substantially.

India left-hander Rinku
Singh made a 25-ball 38
with five fours and a six as
India gained early momen-
tum in the first session.

Sudharsan and Rinku
made 55 runs for the fourth-
wicket stand.

Pacer Matthew Fisher
ended Rinku's stay, castling

him. But the home side
gained more advantage
through Sudharsan and
Kumar Kushagra, who
added 81 runs for the fifth
wicket.

Sudharsan, who smashed
16 fours during his innings,
this time did not fail to con-
vert his fifty into a hun-
dred. The 22-year-old Tamil
Nadu batter had made a 97
in the previous 'Test'
against the Lions.

His effort was in stark
contrast to his opening
partner and skipper
Abhimanyu Easwaran's
outings as he has managed
just one fifty (58) in five in-
nings against the Lions in
this series.

But he fell to Fisher, giv-
ing a catch to wicketkeeper
Olle Robinson.

India were 320 at that
juncture, but found two
willing soldiers in Saransh
Jain (63, 102 balls) and
Akash Deep (31, 47 balls) as
they realised 60 runs for the
eighth-wicket association to
widen the gap between
their team and the visitors.

Jain later returned to
make more impact when
Lions batted as the off-spin-
ner jettisoned in-form
Keaton Jennings (27) and
Oliver Price (11) to give an
early jolt to them.

Sai Sudharsan hundred
gives India A big edge

over England Lions

Mbappe misses penalty then
scores as PSG beats Strasbourg

Strasbourg's Ivorian defender #24 Abakar Sylla (L) and Paris Saint-Germain's French forward #07
Kylian Mbappe compete in the French L1 football match between RC Strasbourg (RCS) and Paris
Saint-Germain (PSG) at the Meinau stadium in Strasbourg.

Cash-strapped
PHF owes 6

months salary to
its employees

Let Yashasvi play, do not over-hype
achievements: Gautam Gambhir
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New Delhi, Feb 03 (PTI): 

The CBI is not complete-
ly exempt from the
purview of RTI Act and
the transparency law per-
mits it to provide informa-
tion pertaining to corrup-
tion and human rights vio-
lation, the Delhi High
Court has held.

Perusing Section 24 (Act
not to apply to certain or-
ganisations) of the Right
to Information (RTI) Act,
the high court said it
showed that even though
the name of the organisa-
tion (CBI) found mention
in the Second Schedule to
the law, it did not mean
that the entire Act is not
applicable to such organi-
sations.

“The proviso to Section
24 permits information
pertaining to allegations
of corruption and human
rights violation to be made

available to the applicant
and the same cannot be in-
cluded in the exception
provided to organisations
mentioned in the Second
Schedule of the RTI Act,”
Justice Subramonium
Prasad in an order passed
on January 30 and made
available late Friday
evening.

The high court passed
the order on a plea by the
Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) chal-
lenging a November 2019
decision of the Central
Information Commission
(CIC) directing the probe
agency to provide certain
information to Indian
Forest Service (IFS) officer
Sanjeev Chaturvedi.

Chaturvedi had sought
information about alleged
corruption in purchase of
disinfectant and fogging
solution for the medical
store of Jai Prakash
Narayan Apex Trauma
Centre, AIIMS.

He was the chief vigi-
lance officer of AIIMS at
the relevant time when

he had sent a report re-
garding alleged corrup-
tion in the purchases
being made for the trau-
ma centre.

Besides, Chaturvedi
had also sought a certi-
fied copy of the file not-
ing or documents or cor-
respondences related to
the investigation done by
the CBI in the matter.

According to the offi-
cer, since CBI took no ac-
tion on the information
provided by him, he ap-
proached the Central
Public Information
Officer (CPIO) of the
probe agency.

After the CBI declined
to furnish the informa-
tion, he approached the
CIC which ordered the
central agency to provide
him the details. The CBI
then approached the high
court challenging the
CIC’s 2019 order.

The CBI had argued
that Section 24 of the RTI
law acts as a complete bar
and the agency was ex-
empt from the provisions

of the Act.
It contended that the

proviso to Section 24 is
not applicable to CBI and
the agency cannot reveal
the details of investiga-
tion it has conducted.

The federal probe
agency said intelligence
played a very vital role in
its investigation of of-
fences of corruption, and
many important and sen-
sitive cases were regis-
tered on the basis of intel-
ligence inputs. Therefore,
it cannot disclose the de-
tails of the investigation
to Chaturvedi, the CBI
said.

The high court said
Chaturvedi has sought
information regarding
his complaint alleging
corruption in purchase of
fogging solution and dis-
infectant for the store of
the trauma centre and
this is not a case where
sensitive information has
been collected by the CBI
the disclosure of which
would be prejudicial for
the officers involved.

CBI not exempted under RTI Act: HC COMMISSIONING CEREMONY

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh with Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral R. Hari Kumar during the commissioning 
ceremony of INS Sandhayak, at the Naval dockyard in Visakhapatnam, Saturday.

Bhubaneswar, Jan 03:  

Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi dedicat-
ed to the Nation NTPC
Darlipali Super Thermal
Power Station (2x800
MW), NSPCL Rourkela
PP-II Expansion Project
(1x250 MW) and lay the
foundation stone of
NTPC Talcher Thermal
Power Project, Stage-III
(2x660 MW) with a total
investment of Rs 28,978
Crore on 3rd February,
2024.

Located in
Sundargarh district of
Odisha, Darlipali STPP
is a pit-head Power
Station with
Supercritical (highly ef-
ficient) Technology, and
is supplying low-cost
power to its beneficiary
states, such as Odisha,
Bihar, West Bengal,
Jharkhand, Gujarat and
Sikkim.

The 250 MW project of

NTPC-SAIL Power
Company Ltd is estab-
lished in Rourkela Steel
Plant (RSP) to provide
reliable power for the
steel plant which is vital
for economic growth.

Further, NTPC is de-
veloping Talcher
Thermal Power Project,
Stage-III within old
TTPS plant premises in
Angul district of Odisha,
which was taken over by
NTPC from Odisha State
Electricity Board in the
year 1995. The old TTPS
plant was decommis-
sioned after completing
more than 50 years of
service to the Nation.

The upcoming plant
will have highly efficient
Ultra Super Critical
Technology based units
and approximately three
times capacity of the old
TTPS plant. While 50%
capacity from this proj-
ect is dedicated to the
state of Odisha, other

beneficiary states such
as Tamil Nadu, Gujarat
and Assam will also get
low-cost power from this
pit-head station.

This project is being
constructed with all
modern environmental
features like efficient
electrostatic precipita-
tor, Flue gas desulphur-
ization, bio-mass cofir-
ing, covered storage
space for coal and will
thus help in lesser
Specific Coal
Consumption and CO2
emissions.

The press conference
was also graced by Shri
Diwakar Kaushik, CEO,
NSPCL, Shri Gautam
Deb, Executive Director,
Talcher Thermal, Shri
Harjit Singh, Executive
Director, Corporate
Communications, New
Delhi Shri Ashok Kumar
Sehgal, Business Unit
Head, Talcher Kaniha,
Shri Harsha Nath

Chakraborty, Business
Unit Head, Darlipali,
Shri Rajnish Rastogi,
CGM(HR), ER-II HQ,
Shri Tridib Dev,
GM(OS), NSPCL and
Shri Veerandra Singh,
Regional Officer, NHAI

Besides creating direct
and indirect employ-
ment opportunities in
the region, these projects
have contributed to im-
provement of physical
infrastructure such as
approach road, drainage,
transportation and com-
munication facilities.
Various community de-
velopment initiatives are
also being undertaken
by NTPC in the sur-
rounding villages in the
area of education, drink-
ing water, sanitation,
health, women empow-
erment, rural sports, etc.
NTPC has also set up a
Medical College cum
Hospital in Sundargarh,
Odisha.

PM launch power projects worth Rs 28,978 cr

Kota, Feb 03 (PTI): 

Kota District Magistrate
Dr Ravinder Goswami has
launched a weekly ‘Dinner
with Collector’ pro-
gramme under the
‘Kamyab Kota’ campaign
to ease the stress of the
coaching students in this
coaching city.

Himself an MBBS and a
former coaching student
from the town, Goswami
launched the programme
last month in view of the
rising number of suicides
by coaching students,
mainly due to study-relat-
ed stress.

Under the ‘Dinner with
Collector’, he has dinner
with the students in a hos-
tel every Friday to listen to
their mind and heart.

On February 1, he inter-
acted with the students of
a hostel in the

Indraprastha area. He
sang Bollywood songs
with the students, shared
success mantras and moti-
vated them.

Notably, two coaching
students and a 27-year-old
BTech student committed
suicide by hanging last
month. Twenty-six coach-
ing students allegedly
committed suicide in Kota
in 2023, the highest figure
so far in the city, where
over two lakh students
come from all parts of the
country every year for
preparation of entrance
exams for admission in
medical and engineering
colleges. There are about
4500 hostels and 40,000 PG
accommodations for these
coaching students in the
city. During the latest in-
teraction, Goswami, an
IAS officer of 2016 batch,
told the students, “Why to

create self-doubt?”
Sharing their concerns

about studies and prepara-
tion for competitive exams
at the dinner, he told them
to identify their strong as
well as weak points, and to
improve the weak ones.

It was the second pro-
gramme of its kind, the
first being on January 26,
which was the 75th
Republic Day.

On a question by a stu-
dent, Kripa, about anxiety
before exams, Goswami
said, “Self-doubt and anxi-
ety within limits are good
as they activate your sym-
pathetic nervous system,
leading you to indulge in
fight and flight mode. But
do not take anxiety to the
extreme level. From flight
mode, you you reach the
fight mode.” “Keep anxi-
ety to a certain limit and
take deep breath when you

feel your hands are trem-
bling,” the collector ad-
vised by referring to to a
conversation between
Lord Krishna and Arjun
in Bhagwad Geeta.

Recounting his own ex-
perience as a student in
Kota years back, the collec-
tor said he never got name
and number in test series
during two years of his
preparation in Kota for en-
trance exam for admission
in medical college. But he
never got worried, he said,
and added that he avoided
creating self-doubt.

“God opens several
doors, so why to create
self-doubt?” he told the stu-
dents.

At the dinner, while
holding a mike, Goswami
sang the old Hindi song ‘Aa
chal ke tujhe, main le ke
chalun ek aise gagan ke
taley’.

Kota DM launches ‘Dinner with Collector’
to ease stress of coaching students

Permitted to furnish
info on allegations 
of corruption

WARM RECEPTION

Chief Minister Vishnu Deo Sai being garlanded on his arrival for the inauguration and
foundation stone laying ceremony of various developmental projects, in Narayanpur,
Saturday.

Srinagar, Feb 03 (PTI) :

Several parts of Kashmir,
including Srinagar city, wit-
nessed fresh snowfall on

Saturday as the MeT de-
partment has forecast mod-
erate top-heavy snowfall in
the valley over the next 48
hours.

While it started snowing
early in the morning in the
higher reaches of Kashmir,
the plains of the valley also
witnessed snowfall as the

day progressed, officials
said. They said the day tem-
peratures are likely to stay
between zero and three de-
grees Celsius at most places
in Kashmir. Authorities
have issued avalanche
warnings in hilly and
mountainous areas of
Kashmir while motorists
have been advised to drive
carefully in view of slip-
pery roads, the officials
said. Meanwhile, there
was respite from intense
cold conditions last night
but the minimum temper-
ature stayed several de-
grees below the normal
for this time of the year.
Gulmarg skiing resort in
north Kashmir recorded a
low of minus 10.6 degrees
Celsius, up by 1.4 degrees
from the previous night’s
minus 12.0 degrees
Celsius, the officials said.

Pahalgam tourist resort in
south Kashmir, which
serves as the base camp for
the annual Amarnath
yatra, recorded a low of
minus 8.3 degrees Celsius,
up from minus 11.9 degrees
Celsius the previous night.

Fresh snowfall blankets Gulmarg, records minus 10.6 deg C

Girls on a snow-covered road after a fresh snowfall, at Tangmarg in Baramulla district, Saturday.

Patna, Feb 03 (PTI): 

Portfolios were on
Saturday allocated in the
new Bihar cabinet, with
Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar retaining the cru-
cial home portfolio but
giving away finance,
which his JD(U) had held,
to new ally BJP.

According to an official
notification besides
home, which helps the
CM maintain control
over the state police,
Kumar has also retained
key departments like cab-
inet secretariat, election,
vigilance, general admin-
istration and “all other
portfolios not allocated to
anyone else”.

State BJP chief Samrat
Choudhary, who has be-
come a Deputy Chief
Minister, has got finance,
a portfolio that his party
has always held whenev-
er it has shared power
with the JD(U) supremo.
Earlier, when Kumar was
running a government
with the
‘Mahagathbandhan’,
comprising Congress,
RJD, the health, finance
department was held by
the JD(U).

Besides finance,
Choudhary has been
given health, another
portfolio that the BJP has
held whenever it shares
power in Bihar. Besides,
he has been given com-
mercial tax, urban devel-
opment and housing,
sports, panchayati raj, an-
imal husbandry and fish-

eries and law.
Choudhary’s party col-
league Vijay Kumar
Sinha, who is also a
Deputy CM, has been
given agriculture, road
construction, revenue
and land reforms, mining
and geology, sugarcane,
labour resources, art, cul-
ture and youth affairs,
minor water resources
and public health engi-
neering department, the
notification said.

Senior BJP leader
Prem Kumar, who is only
the third BJP leader to
have been inducted into
the nine-member cabinet
formed last Sunday, has
got cooperatives, OBC
and Extremely Backward
Classes Welfare, disaster
management, tourism
and environment and cli-
mate change.

Portfolios allocated in Bihar cabinet
Nitish retains home, BJP
gets finance, health

New Delhi, Feb 03 (PTI): 

A preliminary inquiry
by the Anti-Corruption
Branch (ACB) of the Delhi
government has revealed
that 65000 ghost patients
underwent pathological
tests at the Mohalla clinics
through private labs dur-
ing 11 months of 2023, offi-
cials said on Saturday.

Two private labs con-
ducted nearly 22 lakh tests
during February-
December, 2023, out of
which 65000 were found to
be fake, they said.

The labs were paid Rs
4.63 crore by the govern-
ment for the tests conduct-
ed by them, they said.

Last month, Delhi Lt
Governor V K Saxena rec-
ommended a CBI probe
into the reports of irregu-
larities in lab tests con-
ducted at the Mohalla clin-
ics. The ministry of home
affairs has directed the
CBI to undertake investi-
gation in the matter.

The private labs con-
ducted tests allegedly on
ghost patients who never
visited any Mohalla
Clinic, claimed an ACB of-
ficial. “It also emerged
that the Lab Management
Information System
(LIMS), containing the
name and mobile number
of the patients, was also
developed, operated and
conveniently manipulated
by the two private labs,” he
said.

‘65000 ‘ghost patients’ underwent
tests at Mohalla clinics’

In Delhi last year
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