
109 fall ill
TThhaannee:: As many as 109
students of a private
ashram school, including
63 girls, were rushed to a
government hospital in
Thane district after show-
ing symptoms of food poi-
soning on Wednesday, an
official said. The ashram
school (residential schools
for tribal children) is
located at Bhatsai in
Shahapur taluka on the
outskirts of Mumbai.

Security withdrawn
PPaattnnaa:: Days after the fall
of the Mahagathbandhan
government in Bihar, Z-
plus security cover
accorded to former
deputy chief minister and
RJD leader Tejashwi Yadav
was withdrawn by the
new dispensation on
Wednesday. Yadav will
now be provided security
cover given to Bihar min-
isters, a notification
issued by the state home
department said.

Blast
VVaaddooddaarraa:: Three workers
were killed in a blast
caused due to a gas leak-
age at a pharmaceutical
factory in Gujarat's
Vadodara district on
Wednesday afternoon,
police said. Another work-
er sustained injuries in
the explosion at the fac-
tory located at Ekalbara
village in Padra taluka of
the district, they said.

Death penalty 
KKoocchhii:: A Kerala court on
Wednesday gave the
death penalty to a man in
a triple murder case. The
Additional District Court
(for cases against
Atrocities and Sexual vio-
lence against women and
children) sentenced the
man to death for the mur-
der of his eldest brother's
then 33-year-old daugh-
ter, Special Public
Prosecutor (SPP) Bindu P
A told reporters.

Arrested 
NNaaggppuurr:: City police on
Wednesday executed a
non-bailable arrest war-
rant against former crick-
eter Prashant Vaidya in a
cheque bouncing case.
Vaidya, who played four
One Day Internationals
for India in the mid-1990s,
was produced before a
court which released him
on a surety bond, a police
official said.
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BRIEF

Thirteen-year-old Ishfaq Hamid
holds the recently received PMRBP,
India’s highest civilian honour for
children, at his residence at Kreeri 

in Baramulla district of 
north Kashmir, Tuesday.
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Varanasi, Jan 31 (PTI): 

The Varanasi district
court on Wednesday grant-
ed the family of a late priest
the right to worship Hindu
deities in the Gyanvapi
mosque cellar, Hindu side
counsel Madan Mohan
Yadav said.

The order was passed by
judge A K Vishvesh who di-
rected the district magis-
trate to make arrangements
within seven days to facili-
tate puja there, Yadav said,
adding the prayers will be
facilitated by the Kashi
Vishwanath Trust.

According to the petition,
priest Somnath Vyas used
to perform prayers there till
1993 when the cellar was
closed by the authorities.

Shailendra Kumar
Pathak, maternal grandson
of Somnath Vyas, had
sought the right to worship
the deities there.

He said the barricades
before the Nandi statue in
front of the 'wazu khana' --
where where ablutions are
performed before offering
namaz -- in the mosque
complex will be removed to
make way for the petitioner
to perform puja. The Hindu

side counsel said the puja of
deities there was stopped

during the rule of chief
minister Mulayam Singh

Yadav. The Muslim side has
argued that the cellar is
part of the mosque com-
plex, and hence permission
to perform puja there
should not be granted.

The Varanasi district
court had on July 21 last
year directed the ASI to
conduct a "detailed scientif-
ic survey" -- including exca-
vations, wherever neces-
sary -- to determine if the
mosque located next to the
Kashi Vishwanath temple
was built on the remains of
a temple.

New Delhi, Jan 31 (PTI): 

The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has is-
sued a fresh and the fifth
summons to Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal
for his questioning in the
Delhi excise policy linked
money laundering case, of-
ficial sources said
Wednesday.

Kejriwal, also the na-
tional convenor of the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP),
had skipped four earlier
summonses issued by the
federal agency over the
last four months.

While it is understood
that the fresh summons
was for February 2, an offi-

cial confirmation was
awaited. The 55-year-old
politician, a former IRS of-
ficer, was called on earlier
dates like January 18 and
January 3 and December
21 and November 2 in 2023.

He has always called
these notices "illegal".

By issuing the fresh no-
tice, the ED has again re-
jected Kejriwal's con-
tention that the summons
issued to him were "not in
consonance with the law"
and hence should be with-
drawn. Kejriwal's name
has been mentioned multi-
ple times in charge sheets
filed by the ED in the case.
The agency has said that
the accused were in touch
with him regarding the
preparation of the now-
scrapped Delhi Excise
Policy 2021-22.

Ranchi, Jan 31 (PTI): 

Jharkhand Chief
Minister Hemant Soren
has lodged an FIR against
senior ED personnel at the
SC/ST police station here
over searches conducted
by the agency at his Delhi
residence, officials said on
Wednesday.

Soren alleged that the
ED conducted the search
operation at his residence
in the national capital to
"harass and malign him
and his entire communi-
ty", the officials said, quot-
ing the FIR. "An FIR has
been lodged against some
senior ED officials... we
got the application from
the chief minister,"
Ranchi Senior

Superintendent of Police,
Chandan Kumar Sinha,
told PTI. An ED team
searched Soren's Delhi res-
idence on Monday, and
camped there for almost 13
hours in order to question
him in a money launder-
ing case linked to an al-
leged land deal in
Jharkhand. The agency
claimed to have seized Rs
36 lakh, an SUV and some
"incriminating" docu-

ments during the search.
"My family members

and I have suffered and ex-
perienced immense men-
tal, psychological and
emotional harm because
of the acts committed...,"
he said in the FIR, accord-
ing to the officials.

The chief minister also
claimed that he was not
the owner of the seized
car, and the cash recovered
did not belong to him as

well, they said.
Soren is presently being

questioned by ED sleuths
at his Ranchi residence re-
garding the same case.

New Delhi, Jan 31 (PTI) 

Setting a new practice,
President Droupadi
Murmu on Wednesday en-
tered the new Parliament
Building escorted by
Rajya Sabha Chairman
Jagdeep Dhankhar and
Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla with an official car-
rying the 'Sengol', adopted
as a cultural symbol by the
government.

Ahead of President
Murmu's arrival, Rajeev
Sharma, a senior Marshal
in the Lok Sabha and
dressed in traditional at-
tire with decorated scarf
and a turban, removed the
Sengol and walked in a
procession with Speaker
Birla, Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Pralhad
Joshi and Secretaries
General of Lok Sabha and

Rajya Sabha Utpal Kumar
Singh and P C Mody in tow
amid drum rolls.

President Murmu
reached the new
Parliament Building in a
six-horse buggy accompa-
nied by the Presidential
Bodyguards riding horses.

Vice President

Dhankhar, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Lok
Sabha Speaker Birla wel-
comed her at the Gaja
Dwar of the Parliament
building and proceeded to
the Lok Sabha chamber in
a procession led by the of-
ficer carrying the Sengol
reverentially.

New Delhi, Jan 31 (PTI): 
The Indian Institute of Mass
Communication (IIMC), a lead-
ing institution for Journalism
and Mass Communication, has
been granted the status of a
deemed university, empower-
ing it to award degrees rather
than just diplomas, officials
said on Wednesday.
"The IIMC has been declared
as deemed-to-be-university
under distinct category. The
declaration extends to IIMC
New Delhi and its five regional
campuses located in Jammu
(Jammu & Kashmir), Amravati
(Maharashtra), Aizawl
(Mizoram), Kottayam (Kerala),
and Dhenkanal (Odisha). With
this new status, IIMC is now
authorised to offer degrees,
including doctoral degrees," an
official said. The institute
established under the Ministry
of Information and
Broadcasting, Government of
India, on 17 August 1965, is one
of the premier institutions of its
kind in the country, providing
quality training in journalism
and undertaking meaningful
research in the field of media
and mass communication. The
IIMC is also the training acade-
my for Indian Information
Service (IIS) officers.

Varanasi court allows Hindus
to pray in Gyanvapi area

Advocate Vishnu Shankar Jain, representing the Hindu 
organisations, with others reacts after the district court granted
the family of a priest the right to worship Hindu deities in the
Gyanvapi mosque cellar, in Varanasi, Wednesday.

The Vishva Hindu Parishad (VHP) on Wednesday welcomed a
Varanasi court's decision to allow a priest to worship deities in the
Gyanvapi mosque cellar, saying the judgement has filled the hearts
of Hindus with joy. The BJP refrained from commenting on the
development, saying the matter is sub-judice. "Today, a court in
Kashi has given a very important decision filling the hearts of every
Hindu with joy," Vishva Hindu Parishad working president Alok
Kumar said after the Varanasi district court granted the grandson of
Somnath Vyas the right to worship Hindu deities in the Gyanvapi
mosque cellar. "We are glad that the court said that the petitioner
and the Kashi Vishwanath can together appoint a pujari to ensure
conduct of regular 'puja-archana' there. This has happened after 31
years," the VHP leader said.

‘Hearts of Hindus filled with joy’

According to the petition,
priest Somnath Vyas used to
perform prayers there till
1993 when the cellar was
closed by the authorities.
Shailendra Kumar Pathak,
maternal grandson of
Somnath Vyas, had sought the
right to worship the deities
there. He said the barricades
before the Nandi statue in
front of the 'wazu khana' --
where where ablutions are
performed before offering
namaz -- in the mosque com-
plex will be removed to make
way for the petitioner to per-
form puja.

About the petition..

IIMC granted
deemed-to-be-

university status
Empowered to
award degrees

Bhilai, Jan 31: 

Police seized Rs 2.64
crore in cash from a car
in Chhattisgarh's Durg
district on Wednesday, an
official said.

On getting inputs
about two suspicious
cars parked near a bank
in Sector-1 area, a joint
team of Bhilai Bhatti
police station personnel
and the Anti-Crime and
Cyber Unit reached
there in the early hours.

The police questioned
three persons onboard
the two vehicles, he
said.

During checking, Rs
2.64 crore in cash was
found in one of the cars.
As the three persons
failed to give a satisfac-
tory reply about the
money, it was seized, the
official said. The Income

Tax department has
been informed about the
cash seizure, he said.

The questioning of
the three persons is un-
derway and further ac-
tion will be taken ac-
cordingly, he added.

Rs 2.64 cr cash
seized from car

Three persons
questioned On getting inputs

about two suspicious
cars parked near a
bank in Sector-1 area, a
joint team of Bhilai
Bhatti police station
personnel and the
Anti-Crime and Cyber
Unit reached there in
the early hours. The po-
lice questioned three
persons onboard the
two vehicles. During
checking, Rs 2.64 crore
in cash was found in
one of the cars. As the
three persons failed to
give a satisfactory
reply about the money,
it was seized.

About the arrest

Cash seized by officials of Chhattisgarh Police and Anti-Crime
and Cyber Unit (ACCU) during a joint search operation, 
early Wednesday.

ED issues 5th 
summons to Kejriwal 

In excise policy money
laundering case

Parl sets new practice, Sengol
procession escorts Prez

President Droupadi Murmu arrives at Parliament House complex
on the first day of the Budget session, in New Delhi, Wednesday.

Soren lodges FIR against ED sleuths
Over agency’s
searches at Delhi
house Amidst hectic political activities,

the Enforcement Directorate (ED)
continued to question Jharkhand
Chief Minister Hemant Soren for
more than five hours on
Wednesday as part of its investi-
gation into an alleged money
laundering case related to land
deals. The questioning which
started at 1.20 pm is still continu-
ing, an official said. Soren, 48,
who is also the executive presi-
dent of the ruling Jharkhand
Mukti Morcha (JMM), was previ-
ously questioned on January 20
in connection with the case.
The interrogation, however,
remained incomplete on that day
when he was grilled for more
than seven hours, an official said.

ED officials 
question Soren Ranchi, Jan 31: Jharkhand's Transport Minister

Champai Soren will replace Chief Minister
Hemant Soren, who resigned this evening. Both
leaders are currently meeting the Governor.
Soren stepped down in anticipation of his arrest
by the Enforcement Directorate in an alleged
money laundering case. Hemant Soren met the
Governor while in ED custody and submitted his resignation.
Jharkhand Congress president Rajesh Thakur said, “CM Hemant
Soren has decided to resign. Champai Soren has been chosen as the
new leader of the Legislative party… All the MLAs are with us…” The
JMM and Congress are allies in the state.

Hemant Soren quits, Champai Soren, new CM

Raipur, Jan 31: 

A CoBRA commando
who was injured in
Tuesday's attack by
Naxalites on security per-
sonnel in Bastar region
said his morale has not
been affected, and he will
soon return to the jungles
to carry on the fight.

Three personnel of the
Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) including
two belonging to its spe-
cialized jungle warfare
unit CoBRA were killed
and fifteen injured in the
fierce gunbattle near
Tekalgudem village in
Sukma district.

Malkit Singh, who is un-
dergoing treatment at a
private hospital in Raipur,
said the encounter lasted
for more than four hours.

The attack began when
the security personnel,
after setting up a new
camp in Tekalgudem, a
Maoist stronghold along
Sukma-Bijapur districts
border, were engaged in
sanitising the area, he
said.

According to police,
more than 1,500 personnel
of the Special Task Force
(STF) and District Reserve
Guard (DRG) (both state
police units), CRPF and its
CoBRA unit were involved
in the exercise.

Singh said Naxalites
carried out a recce before
launching the attack.

"..we (CoBRA personnel)
reached Tekalgudem be-
tween 9:30 am and 10 am
on Tuesday as a new camp
was being set up there.
Then we took position and

launched a cordon in the
area. Initially some (sus-
pects) were seen watching
us. They had apparently
come to conduct recce to
monitor our position.
Suddenly a large number
of Naxalites appeared and
opened fire. They were
also firing BGL (barrel
grenade launcher) shells,"
he said.

"We immediately took
position and launched re-
taliatory action," Singh
added.

The Naxalites num-
bered around 300-400 and
included women cadres,
he said.

"We saw at least 15-20
Naxalites falling down
after being hit by bullets
but their colleagues took
them to the interior for-
est," Singh claimed.

INJURED CRPF COMMANDO

‘Will return and give strong fight’



Annual Sports Meet organised at 
St Thomas College Ruabandha

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 31: The 38 th Annual
Sports Meet of St Thomas College,
Ruabandha Bhilai was held in a
grandmanner in the Sports
Complex of the college. Dr Dinesh
Kumar Namdev, Sports
Director,Hemchand Yadav
University, Durg was present as
the chief guest on this occasion.
Principal ofthe College, Dr MG
Roymon, extended a warm wel-
come to the gathering.
Congratulating allthe students
Principal said that sports is an in-
tegral part of our life which not
only keep us fitand healthy, but we
also learn Discipline, Teamwork
and to be Energetic.

Chief Guest DrDinesh Kumar
Namdev appreciated the players
of St Thomas College and said that
students ofSt Thomas College are
well known for their performance
in various sports events at national
andinternational level. He further
said that exercise and physical ac-

tivities should be the part of daily-
routine to keep ourselves fit and
healthy. Administrator of the
College, Fr Dr Joshi Varghesealso
graced the inaugural ceremony of
the annual sports meet. The col-
lege felicitated all theparticipants
who were winners of Badminton,

Football, Cricket, Basketball, Table
Tennis andrepresented the univer-
sity at the state level. Various track
events such as 100 meter, 200
meter,and 400 meter Relay Race
was organised for both Men and
Women category. Field events we-
realso organized successfully for
the students. The annual sports
meet concluded with Tug of war-
which took place among the four
houses. On this occasion IQAC
Coordinator Dr DebjaniMukherjee,
Heads of various departments,
faculty members and students
were present. Theprogram was
conducted by NSS Program
Officer Mahendra Ikhar and vote
of thanks wasproposed by Sports
Officer Kailash Narayan Verma.

NSS unit of CCET conducts eye checkup camp at Village Parasbod
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 31: The National
Service Scheme (NSS) of CCET
organised an Eye Checkup Camp
on January 31 at Parasbod,
Dhamdha, District Durg, which is
part of the adopted village initia-
tive undertaken by NSS. The pri-
mary objective of the camp was
to address the eye health needs
of the residents of the adopted
village and provide accessible
healthcare services.

The eye checkup camp was
successfully undertaken by the
Health professionals of Sai Baba
Eye Hospital. The camp provided
residents of the adopted village
with access to free eye care
services by health professionals
properly examining the eyes to
detect any abnormalities or
signs of other diseases.

Counselling sessions were con-
ducted to educate participants
about maintaining good eye
health and seeking timely med-
ical intervention when neces-
sary. Individuals requiring spe-
cialized treatment or surgical in-
terventions were referred to
nearby hospitals or eye care cen-
tres for further evaluation and
management. 

The Eye Checkup Camp or-
ganized by NSS under the coor-

dinator Prashant Bawaney
(Assistant Professor, Electrical
Engineering Department) for the
adopted village yielded positive
outcomes and made a signifi-
cant impact on the community.

The camp witnessed active
participation from a large
number of residents approxi-
mately 150 residents from the
adopted village, ensuring that
a substantial portion of the
population received essential

eye care services.
The Eye Checkup Camp con-

ducted by NSS for the adopted
village exemplifies the organiza-
tion's commitment to communi-
ty service and healthcare out-
reach. The Executive Vice
Chairman Fr Dr PSVarghese,
Principal of CCET Dr Dipali Soren
and Vice Principal Dr Archana
Chowdhury congratulated the
team. By addressing the eye
health needs of underserved
populations and fostering health
awareness, NSS contributes to-
wards the holistic development
and well-being of the communi-
ty.Continued efforts in organiz-
ing such healthcare initiatives
are essential to ensure sustained
access to quality healthcare
services and promote the health
and welfare of marginalized
communities.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 31: The anti encroach-
ment team from Durg Municipal
Corporation accompanied by po-
lice force on Wednesday
reached Rajendra Park area for
the removal of illegal shoe-slip-
per shop and warm clothes shop
situated on the side of the
church along GE Road near
Rajendra Park. As soon as the
Municipal Corporation started
taking action against the illegal
encroachments, the encroachers
sought time from the corpora-
tion officials and mentioned that
they would voluntarily remove
the encroachment. 

Nayab Tehsildar Dhalsing
Bisen, Encroachment Officer

Durgash Gupta and Market
Officer Chandan Manhare gave
them an ultimatum of two days.
The team also warned that if the
illegal encroachment is not re-
movedwithin the stipulated time
frame, the corporation's team
would remove the shop and con-
fiscate the goods. 

Continuous action is being
taken against illegal encroach-
ments, and earlier notice was

served to these shops for re-
moval of illegal encroachment.
But the encroachers did not pay
attention to the notice and ille-
gal shops were not removed.
Therefore, the corporation's
team arrived on Wednesday to
take action. Assistant Market
Officer Thansingh Yadav,
Shashikant Yadav, Ishwar
Verma, the corporation staff
were present.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 31: Verification of
documents and interview for
the candidates exempted
from the PhD entrance exami-
nation conducted by
Hemchand Yadav University
on December 17, 2023 will be
held on February 05-06, 2024
from 11:00 hrs in Tagore Hall
of Hemchand Yadav
University, Durg. 

Giving this information,
PhD cell in-charge of the uni-
versity, Dr Preeta Lal said that
this verification and interview
is being organized for 199 can-
didates in 19 subjects. On
February 05, document verifi-
cation and interview for can-

didates of various subjects of
Social Sciences such as
Economics, Geography,
History, Sociology, Home
Science, Psychology, Political
Science, Hindi, English; vari-
ous subjects of Physical
Sciences like Chemistry,
Geology, Physics, and
Mathematics will be done. 

Similarly, document verifi-
cation and interview for the
candidates of Biotechnology,
Botany, Zoology,
Microbiology, Education and
Commerce subjects will be or-
ganised on February 06. Here
it needs a mention that all
these candidates have quali-
fied NET/SET/JRF/ or other ex-
aminations conducted by UGC

and have obtained exemption
in 2023 PhD Entrance
Examination.

The document verification
and interview will be done by
a committee of subject matter
experts of the respective sub-
jects. All the participants are
expected to bring a set of pho-
tocopies along with their origi-
nal documents, photocopy of
online application for PhD ad-
mission, marks list of each
year of 10th, 12th, graduation
and post graduation classes,
examination passed for ex-
emption from PhD entrance
exam (Bring
NET/SET/GATE/JRF and other
certificates), caste certificate,
domicile certificate, gap cer-

tificate (as per requirement)
and Aadhaar card. It will be
mandatory for candidates
working in government/non-
government departments to
submit NOC.

Dr Lal told that for inter-
view, candidates are required
to have information and re-
search outline related to the
research topic of their inter-
est. Besides, knowledge of re-
search methodology is also
mandatory. For detailed infor-
mation related to document
verification and interview, one
can visit the official website of
the university and for resolv-
ing doubts, one can contact Dr
Preeta Lal, in-charge of the
PhD cell of the university.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 31: The police
stations of the country are
ranked every year on the
basis of parameters set by
the Ministry of Home
Affairs, Government of
India. This ranking for the
year 2023 was released on
January 05, 2024 during
the annual DG / IGP's
Conference 2024. Nandini
Police Station of Durg dis-
trict has been selected as
the best police station of
Chhattisgarh for the year
2023.

Senior Superintendent
of Police (Durg) Ram
Gopal Garg said that
Nandini Police Station of
Durg district has received
the award for the best po-
lice station from the Home

Ministry. Durg District
Police has achieved a pres-
tigious position in the en-
tire Chhattisgarh state.
This award will inspire all
other police stations in the
state and district to do ex-
cellent work. He also con-
gratulated all the police of-
ficers and employees of
the police station who are
dedicated to public service
and their duties.

Road Safety Month:
Painting and rangoli 

competition on Feb 04

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 31: Under the
direction of Senior
Superintendent of Police
(Durg) Ram Gopal Garg
and under the leadership
of Deputy Superintendent
of Police, Traffic, Satish
Thakur and Sadanand
Vindhyaraj, a painting
and rangoli competition is
being organized under the
Road Safety Month 2024.

The theme of the com-
petition will be traffic
awareness. The competi-
tion is being organized in
Shaheed Park Sector 05
Bhilai on February 04
from 10.00 am. Painting
and Rangoli competition
has been divided into two

categories, the first catego-
ry is for class 6th to 08th
and the second category is
from class 9th to 12th.

The participants will
have to bring paint and
rangoli along with them
and drawing paper will be
given for painting. The
participants will have to
bring rangoli and paint for
rangoli (size 4x4). 03 best
participants (boys/girls)
in the competition will be
awarded by Durg Police.

The participants in the
competition can register
themselves by sending
WhatsApp messages or
making a call on the traffic
helpline number 94791-
92029 till Friday, February
02, 2024.

Students showcase talent in innovative model exhibition

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 31: The vale-
dictory function of Inspire
Awards - Manak District
Level Exhibition and
Display Competition was
held on Wednesday in
Khalsa School Auditorium
under the guidance of
District Collector Richa
Prakash Chaudhary. A
two-day innovation exhibi-
tion was organized under
the chairmanship of Prof
MK Verma, Vice
Chancellor of
Chhattisgarh Swami
Vivekanand technical
University. On this occa-
sion, chief guest MLA
Gajendra Yadav and
Sudipto Banerjee of NIF
were present. MLA
Gajendra Yadav lit the
lamp and observed the in-
novative exhibition.

In the exhibition, many
interesting models like
Automatic Black Board,
Straw Collection Machine,
Pedicure Machine,
Automatic Signal, etc were
displayed by the students.
MK Verma moved around
and looked at the various

models designed by the
students and evaluated the
details given by the stu-
dents. Students from dif-
ferent classes participated
in the exhibition. 16 chil-
dren from Durg district
and 8 children from
Bemetara district were
honored with Inspire
Award. 288 models were
received from Durg and
Bemetara districts in the
district level exhibition
and project competition,
out of which 24 models
were selected in the state
level exhibition and proj-
ect competition.

Vice Chancellor of
Swami Vivekananda
University, Prof MK
Verma said that child sci-
entists of the state are
showcasing their talents
in the exhibition.
Children's connection

with nature was seen in
their models. Today, all
the models made by chil-
dren have been made ac-
cording to their needs and
scientists also invent in
the same spirit. The space
science of our country is
very advanced. These
children will become the
great scientists of tomor-
row. Many such talents
were seen in the children,
which will be helpful in
their startup.

He said that there is
limitless potential within
children. This inner po-
tential has to be brought
out. Addressing the chil-
dren, he said that whatev-
er work you did from
morning to evening, ana-
lyze yourself before sleep-
ing at night. Nature has
given equal opportunity
to all the successful peo-

ple. What is the reason for
this, some people move
forward and some lag be-
hind. Everyone can move
forward, they just need to
use their abilities.

MLA Gajendra Yadav
said that all children are
talented. Be it in any field,
the children brought for-
ward their curiosities
through the Inspire
Award. He said that there
should be willpower with-
in oneself. Nothing is diffi-
cult if we are determined
in our mind. Inspire
Award provides an oppor-
tunity to teach science
and develop interest in it.
This exhibition con-
tributes to understanding
the principles, formulas,
systems etc of science and
technology in a simple
and practical manner.

The main objective of

organizing this program
is to exchange the re-
search being done in the
field of science, so that
the participants can
showcase their talent in
the field of science. The
exhibition is a platform
where students can
demonstrate how much
they have understood var-
ious scientific principles
through their
projects/models. It also
helps in building the abil-
ity of teamwork and coop-
eration among the stu-
dents.

District Education
Officer Abhay Jaiswal
said that this is a scheme
of NITI Aayog in which
students from 6th to 10th
class upload innovative
ideas. Maximum 5 ideas
have to be uploaded for
each school. Out of these,

10 percent ideas are se-
lected and competitions
are organized at district,
state and national level.
Out of this, 10 percent
projects will be selected
for the state level and 10
percent projects will be
selected for the national
level.

60 exhibits are selected
at the national level. The
students selected for the
district level receive Rs
10,000 as an award direct-
ly in their account for
making models. These
are given from the
Department of Science
and Technology, New
Delhi. Ever since the com-
petition started, Durg dis-
trict has been on top in
the state in registration
and selection. Five stu-
dents from three govern-
ment and two non-gov-
ernment schools of the
district have got the privi-
lege of visiting Japan
under a programme.

Bharat Sahu, a student
of Government Multi
Higher Secondary School,
Durg, got a chance to stay
with the President for
three days at Rashtrapati
Bhavan and participate in
the exhibition. Presently
243 students of the district
and 131 students of
Bemetara district are par-
ticipating. Out of these,
about 38-40 projects will be
selected for the state level.
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16 children of Durg
district receive
Inspire Award
24 models selected
for state level 
exhibition

At Shaheed Park Sector 05 Bhilai 

BMC to work on prevention of vector borne diseases

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 31: Bhilai
Municipal Corporation
Commissioner Devesh
Dhruv chaired a review
meeting on Wednesday
and sought information
regarding departmental
works from the engineers.
He questioned the officials
about all the ongoing con-
struction works as well as
city sanitation works.

He gave instructions to
complete the work within
the time limit. While re-
viewing the morning vis-
its being conducted by all
the zone commissioners,
he also gave instructions
to monitor the construc-
tion work along with sani-
tation works.

In the meeting,
Commissioner discussed

the open sewer chambers
of the corporation area.
He gave instructions to
cover all the open cham-
bers. The Zone
Commissioner of Zone 02
said that 600 open sewer
chambers have been iden-
tified in his area for which
lids are being prepared.

Similarly, instructions
were given to all other
zones also. In the meeting,
all zone health officers
were asked to work contin-
uously to create public
awareness for prevention
of infectious diseases like
dengue / malaria / jaun-
dice.

He asked for a thorough
investigation of water-
logged places and putting
burnt oil in drains, distri-
bution of Temephos and
killing larvae in water
tanks, coolers, tyres and
unused containers for pre-
vention of vector borne
diseases.

BMC Commissioner in-
structed the nodal officer
Preeti Singh to continue
the camps of Pradhan
Mantri Vishwakarma
Yojana, Ayushman Card
and Aadhar Updation. He
added that the Pradhan
Mantri Vishwakarma
Yojana should be publi-
cized so that maximum cit-

izens get the benefits.
In the meeting, Deputy

Commissioner Ramakant
Sahu, Narendra Banjare,
Superintending Engineer
Sanjay Sharma, DK
Verma, Sanjay Bagde,
Zone Commissioner
Khirodra Bhoi, Yesha
Lahare, Amitabh Sharma,
Pooja Pillay, Executive

Engineer, Assistant
Engineer, Deputy
Engineer, ARO, Zone
Health Officers and de-
partmental officers were
present.

C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Devesh
Dhruv is visiting different
wards in the morning to
inspect the city sanitation

works. Accompanied by
Zone Health Officer, he
oversaw the cleanliness
work in Deendayal Colony
in Ward 02 of Nehru
Nagar Zone and the com-
mercial area in Ward 04.

He prepared a route
chart for the work and
gave necessary instruc-
tions. During the inspec-
tion, he asked to mandato-
rily keep twin-bins in the
commercial area and to
collect the garbage from
these bins.

He also gave instruc-
tions to mark the places
having problems with
cleanliness and do regular
cleaning. Feedback on
cleanliness work was also
taken from the citizens of
the ward. The citizens
pointed out the problem of
cleanliness in the back-
lane. Commissioner asked
to prepare a route chart
for cleaning the back lanes
every day.

Commissioner holds
review meeting

Nandini Police Station
receives Best Police

Station award

HYU: Interview of candidates exempted
from PhD entrance exam on Feb 5 & 6

Encroachers near Rajendra Park seek
time from DMC demolition squad

Practical 
examination
from today

Bhilai, Jan 31:
Practical Examination
for Regular and Private
students of St Thomas
College of the following
departments com-
mences from February
01, 2024. The depart-
ments are Psychology,
Chemistry, Computer
Science, Mathematics,
Physics, Electronics,
Microbiology, Botany,
Zoology, Biotechnology
and IT. The date of ex-
amination for BA II and
BA III Psychology are
February 01, 2024 and
February 02, 2024 re-
spectively.
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Raipur, Jan 31: IT
Investigation Wing con-
ducted raid against former
Minister Amarjeet Bhagat
and his business associ-
ates and 45 establishments
of real estate businessmen
in all major cities of
Chhattisgarh including
Raipur, Durg-Bhilai,
Raigarh and Ambikapur
here on Wednesday.

Raids conducted 
in four cities

The IT’s investigation
win conducted raids in
Raipur, Ambikapur, Durg-
Bhilai and Raigarh since
morning hours. In this
they team raided 25 resi-
dential premises, two fac-
tories in Ambikapur and
offices, totalling 45 estab-
lishments and the search
is in process till the writ-
ing of these lines. In capi-
tal city Raipur, the raid
was conducted in more
than 20 establishments
and this included MLAs
Colony, La Vista, Rajiv
Nagar and Telibandha.

The search in the resi-
dential premises of
Director La Vista Rajiv
Arora and in their office at
Aishwarya Chamber at
GE Road is in process. The
institutions run by this
Group include Alliance
Infraventure Pvt. Ltd.,

Ambika Infracon Pvt. Ltd.,
Arora Colonizers and
Builders and Arora
Infraventure Pvt. Ltd and
other firms. The houses of
Kailash Bajaj along with
Naresh-Vickky and
Avinash Sherwani located
in La Vista were also taken
into search.

Chouhan & 
Bansal Group

The IT’s investigation
win also conducted raids on
residential premises and of-
fices of real estate business
Group i:e Chouhan Group
in Durg- Bhilai. The
Chouhan Group comprises
of Chouhan Housing,
Chouhan Builder Pvt. Ltd.
and Chouhan Automobiles
and other firmis. Alogn
with this they also raided
the Bansal Group in
Khurispar.

Cash of more than 
Rs 1 cr found

The IT team has recov-
ered cash of more than Rs
1 cr in the raids conducted
so far. Along with this they
have also found docu-
ments related to property
and other transactions in
large number. The depart-
ment is preparing to get
the ornaments and jew-
elleries found in the resi-
dential premises of the
Group owners.

More than 300 
officers involved

In this major action by
IT department, more than
300 officers of the depart-
ment were present. This
included officers from
Delhi, MP, Chhattisgarh.
For their assistance, a
team of 150 jawans was
also deployed.

IT conducts raids against real estate developers, ex-Minister
Raids 45 establish-
ments in Raipur,
Durg-Bhilai and
Raigarh

Ambikapur, Jan 31: The
Income Tax Department
on Wednesday conducted
searches at the locations
linked to former
Chhattisgarh minister
Amarjeet Bhagat and oth-
ers, including business-
men in the state, officials
said. The reason behind
the I-T department’s action
was not immediately
known.

The IT team raided the
official residence of
Amarjeet Bhagat in Raipur
and in Ambikapur, another
residence at Kena Bagh
area in Ambikapur and
factory in Ambikapur and
Lundra and started the in-

vestigations. In
Ambikapur, Bhagat has got
a factory to make Cement
Pipes and in Lundra has
got a plant. The IT sleuts
are checking the docu-
ments found in the residen-
tial premises and in the
factory.

There are reports that
this action has been taken
in view of ‘protsahan
rashi’ given for paddy pro-
cessing and in context of a

big deal. So far no official
statement in this regard
has come from the depart-
ment. It is learnt that IT
has taken into raids about
a one & half dozen estab-
lishments of the ex-Food
Minister and his associ-
ates. During this the team
was accopmanied with
team of doctors in case of
any ill-health of the ex-
Minister.

Former OSD also 
on target

The IT team raided the
residence of OSD of for-
mer Minister Rajesh
Verma in Rajpur, about 40
kms from Ambikapur.
Along with this they also

raided another OSD Atul
Sedhe in Bangalapara in
Raigah. Another close as-
sociate SI Rupesh Narang,
living near Kotwali Thana
was also raided and inves-
tigations were started.

Amarjeet Bhagat, who
was a minister in the previ-
ous Bhupesh Baghel-led
Congress government, is
among the 35 accused
named in the FIR.

According to officials,
the searches were under-
way since early Wednesday
morning in different dis-
tricts including Surguja,
Raipur, Durg and
Rajnandgaon. A team of a
dozen I-T personnel

reached the residence of
Bhagat in Ambikapur city,
the headquarters of
Surguja district, early this
morning, an official said.
Police personnel were seen
deployed outside his house.

Amarjeet Bhagat speak-
ing to media persons out-
side his house charged that
it is in order to malign his
image that this IT raid has
been conducted and added
that since he has been ap-
pointed as co-ordinator for
Rahul Gandhi’s Nyay Jodo
Yatra in Ambikapur and
with his likely name for
next LS polls that this raid
has been conducted to de-
fame him.

I-T dept raids premises linked to ex-Cong minister Bhagat

Jagdalpur, Jan 31: Chief
Minister Vishnu Deo Sai
on Wednesday said
Naxalites have become
frustrated as the
Bharatiya Janata Party’s
“double engine” govern-
ment has intensified the
fight against the Naxal
menace.

He was talking to re-
porters after paying hom-
age to the three personnel
of the Central Reserve
Police Force (CRPF) who
lost their lives in an en-
counter with Naxalites
along the border of Sukma
and Bijapur districts of
the state on Tuesday.
Fifteen other personnel
were injured in the inci-
dent.

The wreath laying cere-
mony for the martyred
personnel was held at the
camp of the 201st battalion
of CRPF’s CoBRA
(Commando Battalion for
Resolute Action) unit at
Karanpur village in
Jagdalpur, the headquar-
ters of Bastar district.

Sai said since the “dou-
ble engine” government
(of the BJP in the state
and at the Centre) has
been formed after his
party came to power in
Chhattisgarh, the fight
against Naxalites has been
intensified due to which
they have become frustrat-
ed.

“In Tekalgudem, a new
camp was set up yesterday
and suddenly Naxalites at-
tacked security personnel.
But we will continue the
fight. I visited two hospi-
tals in (state capital)
Raipur yesterday to meet
the injured personnel.
They fought courageously
and their morale is high. I

pray for their speedy re-
covery,” he said.

Sai said that by setting
up police camps, his gov-
ernment wants to ensure
the benefits of its schemes
and facilities reach the
people.

“We want to provide
them pucca houses, elec-
tricity supply and other
amenities in the interior
areas,” he added.

Deputy Chief Minister
Vijay Sharma, who also
holds the Home portfolio,
Forest Minister Kedar
Kashyap, Director General
of Police Ashok Juneja
and senior CRPF and po-
lice officials also paid
homage to the deceased.

Naxalites frustrated as govt has
intensified fight against them: Sai

CM Sai pays his last
respects to CRPF
personnel of Naxal
attack 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jan 31:
Chhattisgarh Tourism and
Culture Minister
Brijmohan Agrawal paid a
courtesy visit to Union
Tourism Minister G Kishan
Reddy in New Delhi during
which he urged him to ap-
prove funds from the Union
Budget for the conservation
and development of the his-
torical heritage of
Chhattisgarh. Agrawal
sought cooperation from the
Centre for connecting and
developing the five
Shaktipeeths of the state
under the Shaktipeeth
Project, construction of
Rajim Corridor and con-
struction of a convention
center at Purkhauti
Muktangan.

During the meeting with
the Union Minister in his of-
fice, Culture Minister
Agrawal  informed that a
proposal amounting to Rs
1965 lakh has been prepared
for conducting archaeologi-
cal activities including
maintenance and develop-
ment work of protected
monuments, remains, an-
tiquities and museums.

Minister Agrawal ex-

pressed the need for devel-
opment, development works
and renovation of the Rajim
temple complex like the
grand corridor built in
Ujjain and Kashi. He de-
manded from the Union
Minister to approve an
amount of Rs 75 crore for
making a corridor to devel-
op the Rajim temple com-
plex in a grand, attractive
and dignified manner.

Agrawal said that on the
lines of Char Dham, impor-
tant religious faith centers
of Chhattisgarh will be de-
veloped under the
Shaktipeeth project. Tourist
facilities will be developed
in a phased manner in the
five Shaktipeeths of
Chhattisgarh, Kudargarh in
Surajpur, Chandrahasini
Temple in Chandrapur,
Mahamaya Temple in

Ratanpur, Bamleshwari
Temple in Dongargarh and
Danteshwari Temple in
Dantewada. He urged for
approval by including it in
the plan of the Ministry of
Tourism.

Along with this, he ap-
proved the development
works of Maa Bageshwari
Temple, Kudargarh, Sirpur
under Prasad Scheme and
PDMC for Jagdalpur and
Bilaspur destinations se-
lected under Swadesh
Darshan Scheme 2.0. and re-
quested for approval of
funds for implementation.
He also invited the Union
Minister to come to
Chhattisgarh for the inau-
guration program of Maa
Bamleshwari Devi Prasad
Yojana, on which he agreed
to come to Chhattisgarh
after February 15.

Rajim Corridor will be built 
on lines of Ujjain-KashiRaipur, Jan 31: The writ-

ten examination of State
Service Preliminary
Examination-2023 will be
conducted in 28 districts in
two sessions on  February
11, 2024 (Sunday). These
districts include
Ambikapur, Baikunthpur
(Korea), Bilaspur,
Dhamtari, Durg-Bhilai,
Dantewada, Jagdalpur,
Janjgir-Champa, Jashpur,
Kabirdham (Kawardha),
Kanker, Korba,
Mahasamund, Raipur,
Raigarh, Rajnandgaon,
Balodabazar, Balrampur,
Surajpur , Gariaband,
Narayanpur, Kondagaon,
Bijapur, Sukma,
Bemetara, Balod,
Gaurela-Pendra-Marwahi
and Mungeli.

According to the
timetable released by
Chhattisgarh Public
Service Commission for
State Service Preliminary
Examination-2023, this
examination will be held
on February 11 in the first
shift from 10 to 12 am in
(General Studies) and in
the second shift from 3 to
5 pm (Aptitude Test). The
admit card has been re-
leased by Chhattisgarh
Public Service
Commission on  January
30, 2024. Candidate can
download the admit card
from Commission web-
site  www.psc.cg.gov.in.
The Commission will not
send separate admit card
individually to any candi-
date.

State PSC exam on  Feb 11th,
timetable released

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJaann  3311::  Volleyball
Federation of India has given
recognition to the
Chhattisgarh State Volleyball
Association led by President
Rajesh Munat and Secretary
Md Akram Khan. Returning
Officer has authorized the
Munat-Akram led Volleyball
Association to exercise vote
in the elections for the

Federation of India elections.
Md Akram Khan and Satendra
Pandey would be voting on
behalf of Chhattisgarh Unit in
the upcoming Executive Body
elections.

Above development has
been considered to be a sig-
nificant for Volleyball activi-
ties due to controversy in the
Apex Body.

Munat-Akram faction to vote in
Volleyball Federation elections

Raipur, Jan 31: Under the
67th National School
Sports Competition 2023-
24 organized in Korba dis-
trict on Wednesday,
Chhattisgarh achieved the
honor of becoming cham-
pion by winning in all the
categories in the baseball
match of boys and girls of
14 and 19 years of age
group. Chhattisgarh has
achieved this feat by de-
feating Delhi in all cate-

gories. In the competition,
Delhi team was the run-
ner-up in the age group of
boys, girls 14 and 19.
Similarly, in boys age
group of 19 years,
Maharashtra bagged third
position, Madhya Pradesh
got fourth, in girls age
group of 19 years,
Maharashtra stood at
third, Chandigarh in
fourth position, in boys
age of 14 years, CBSE is
third, Maharashtra is
fourth and in girls age of
14 years, Chandigarh is
third and Maharashtra is
fourth.

Chhattisgarh became
champion, Delhi runner up

National School
Baseball Sports
Competition

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJaann  3311::  Manoj Rajput,
director of Manoj Layout and
producer and hero of the film
“Gaon Ke Zero Shehar Ma
Hero” is based on his own
lifeThrough this film he also
wants to give a message to
the people of villages and
cities. A song from the film
“Ae Man Surbaiha” was
released on Sundarani
YouTube channel on Sunday.

Producer and hero of the
film Manoj Rajput informed
that  his entire childhood was
spent in the village. During my
youth, I came to city for
employment, struggled and
after coming to the city, my
life changed. When I narrated
the story of the film to the
famous Chollywood director
Uttam Tiwari, he gave his con-
sent to make the film and kept
the name of the film ‘Gaon Ke
Zero, Sheher Ma Hero’  as the
film is based on the life of
Manoj Rajput. Apart from
Durg and Bhilai, the shooting
has been done at some places
in Chhattisgarh as well as

Ramoji Studios in Goa, Kolkata
and Hyderabad. He told that
for the first time in
Chhattisgarh, the best quality
camera Phantom has been
used. In the film, the magic of
Chollywood artists will be
seen along with Bollywood
actor Bhagwan Tiwari. The
heroine of the film is Neha
Shukla, while the role of
Manoj Rajput’s father is
played by Arjun Parmar, who
is also the assistant director

of the film. Along with this,
Chollywood artists including
Ishika Yadav, Dharmendra
Yadav, Pradeep Sharma,
Pappu Chandrakar, Sanjeev
Mukherjee, Vicky Veera have
acted in the film. Music has
been given by Sunil Soni,
screenplay and some songs
have been written by Uttam
Tiwari. The playback singing
is done by  Sunil Soni,
Anupama Mishra, choreogra-
pher – Vilas Raut. The execu-

tive producer of the film is
Vikram Rajput and distributor
is Tarun Soni. The songs of the
film can be seen on Sundarani
YouTube channel and one
song ‘E Man Surbaiha’ was
released on Sunday morning
at 7 am, which people are lik-
ing very much. Chhattisgarhi
film “Gaon Ke Zero, Sheher
Ma Hero” will be screened
simultaneously in cinema
halls of Chhattisgarh on
February 9th.

Film ‘Gaon Ke Zero, Sheher Ma Hero’ to be screened on Feb 9
Based on life of 
producer and actor
Manoj Rajput

Raipur, Jan 31:
Chhattisgarh Sarva Sen
Samaj has handed over the
responsibility of women’s
cell to well-known folk
singer and actress Mona
Sen for the fourth time.
Mona has expressed grati-
tude to the officials of the
society on her nomination.
While talking to this news-
paper, Mona said, singing
and acting are my means of
livelihood, but contribution
to the society is also impor-
tant. This is the reason why
I have been involved in so-
cial activities for a long
time. In our society, women
do not come forward openly.
I inspired many women to
come out of the house, she
added.

I have also run a mission
to make daughters self-re-

liant. Its purpose is to moti-
vate such parents who have
daughters. I run awareness
campaigns especially in
rural areas. In this I inform
the parents that  not to rush
for marriage of their
daughters but make them
self-reliant. Educate them
and help them pursue their
field of interest.

Mona also performs in
stage programmes. She
said, folk music is heard a
lot in Chhattisgarh. This is
the reason why a large num-
ber of music lovers attend
stage programmes. Today
many resources of enter-
tainment have come but the
importance of folk songs
and music remains intact.
My first earning on stage
was Rs 150, she added.

Film actress Mona working
for women empowerment 
Along with acting and
singing

Got the responsibility
of women’s cell for the
fourth time
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Raipur, Jan 31: Health
Minister Shyam Bihari
Jaiswal has said that ef-
forts will be made to devel-
op district headquarters
Ambikapur as a medical
hub. He inspected the med-
ical college and gave in-
structions to install MRI
machine there soon. He
held a meeting with the
Dean of the Medical

College and other senior
officials regarding other
important arrangements
and gave necessary in-
structions.

In the review meeting,
Jaiswal informed that an
amount of Rs 10.24 crore
has been sanctioned for
the MRI facility in the
Medical College.

Also, an additional
budget of about Rs 110
crore will be made avail-
able for the posting of pro-
fessors in the medical col-
lege and to complete other
works.

He inspected the

Maternal-Child Health
Hospital built in the
District Hospital premises
and discussed directly
with the women and also
took feedback on the facili-
ties available in the hospi-
tal. Doctors were instruct-
ed to be sensitive while
treating people.
Ambikapur MLA Mr.
Rajesh Aggarwal,
Collector Mr. Vilas
Bhoskar, Medical College
Dean Dr. Ramanesh
Murthy, senior officials
and local public represen-
tatives were present in the
review meeting.

Ambikapur to be developed
as a medical hub: Jaiswal

Review meeting held
regarding all neces-
sary arrangements in
the medical college

Raipur, Jan 31: State
Commerce, Labour and
Industry Minister Lakhan
Lal Dewangan inaugurated
the newly constructed 33/11
KV sub-station at
Kharmora in Korba dis-
trict. During this, he said
that with the commence-
ment of the sub-station, the
electricity problem of many

wards will be completely
eliminated. Especially in
Dadarkhurd, Kharmora
and other wards, there will
be uninterrupted power
supply and people will get
rid of the problem of low
voltage.

Minister Dewangan said
that the sub station will pro-
vide relief from low voltage
and power cuts during sum-
mer. New sub-centres are
under construction at many
places in the city. It is our
endeavor that all the con-
struction be completed soon
so that the problem of elec-

tricity in the entire city can
be solved. 5 thousand con-
sumers of 4 nearby wards
will benefit from this sub
station. On the demand of
the ward residents,
Minister  Dewangan direct-
ed the officials of the
Distribution Department to
resolve the complaints by
organizing camps in the
wards where there are com-
plaints of high electricity
bills. On this occasion, pub-
lic representatives along
with officials of the distri-
bution company and com-
mon citizens were present.

People to get rid of Low voltage and
electricity problems: Dewangan

State Commerce,
Labour and Industry
Minister inaugurated
the sub station

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jan 31: On the
occasion of the death an-
niversary of Mahatma
Gandhi, tribute was paid
to the brave martyrs who
sacrificed their lives in
the freedom struggle by

observing two minutes
silence at Raj Bhavan on
Tuesday.

In the Raj Bhavan, offi-
cers and employees paid
floral tributes to the por-
trait of Mahatma
Gandhi. On this occa-
sion, Secretary to the
Governor Mr. Amrit
Kumar Khalkho, Legal
Advisor Mr. Rajesh
Srivastava and all the of-
ficers and employees
were present.

Tribute paid to martyrs
at Raj Bhavan

On death
anniversary of
Mahatma Gandhi

Raipur Jan 31:
Application process for
membership of the smart
reading room under con-
struction in Motibagh will
be started from 01
February 2024. The deci-
sion to this effect was
taken at an Executive
Committee meeting
held under the chair-
manship of Dr Gaurav
Kumar Singh, Collector
and Co-President of
Nalanda Complex
Management Society.

It was also decided
that the youth who want
to become members of
Smart Reading Room
Motibagh can get appli-
cations from Nalanda
Campus Library and
Central Library Raipur.

Smart reading room

being built by Raipur
Smart City in Motibagh
will start soon for the
youth. This library will
also operate 24x7 like
the Nalanda campus li-
brary.

This library under
construction in G+2 has
seating arrangements
for 600 youth together.
This fully air-condi-
tioned library will have
all the facilities includ-

ing computer system,
books related to compet-
itive exams, free Wi-Fi
as well as state-of-the-
art security system.
Municipal Corporation
Commissioner Abinash
Mishra, District
Panchayat Raipur Chief
Executive Officer
Vishwadeep and mem-
bers of the executive
committee were present
in the meeting.

Application process for membership
of Smart Reading Room from Feb 1

Collector garlands
statue of

Mahatma Gandhi
Raipur, Jan 31: Collector
Dr Gaurav Kumar Singh
paid tribute to Father of
the Nation Mahatma
Gandhi on his death an-
niversary on Tuesday by
garlanding his in the
Collectorate premises. On
this occasion officers and
employees of the
Collectorate paid respects
to the martyrs by observ-
ing two minutes of silence.
Dr Singh said that
Mahatma Gandhi’s ideals
of truth and non-violence
showed a new path to the
entire world.

Raipur, Jan 31: On the in-
structions of Collector Dr
Gaurav Singh, the paddy
procurement center is
being inspected by the rev-
enue officers of the dis-
trict. On Tuesday,
Tehsildar Praveen
Parmar inspected paddy
procurement center at
Bhatagaon whereas Naib
Tehsildar Aman
Chaturvedi inspected
paddy procurement center
Dondekala and Naib
Tehsildar Mrs.
Manimukta Patil inspect-
ed paddy procurement
center Jora.

Additional Tehsildar
Rajkumar Sahu inspected
paddy procurement center
Tulsi whereas Tehsildar
Ajay Chandravanshi in-

spected paddy procure-
ment center Datarenga
and Naib. Tehsildar
Vikrant Rathore inspected
paddy procurement center
Mana. Tehsildar BL Kurre
inspected paddy procure-
ment center Tekari while
Nayab Tehsildar

Vashumitra Diwan in-
spected paddy procure-
ment center Gobra
Nawapara and in-charge
tehsildar Suresh
Banchhor inspected
paddy procurement centre
Champajhar. It was found
that paddy was being pro-

cured regularly in various
paddy procurement cen-
tres. They took informa-
tion about the availability
and limit of gunny bags.
Revenue officers gave nec-
essary instructions re-
garding arrangements at
the centre.

Revenue officers inspect paddy 
procurement centers

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJaann  3311::  Dr Anil Dixit
Joint Director of ICAR-
National Institute of Biotic
Stress Management Raipur
conferred with Fellow of
Industry academy with in
the international artificial
intelligence industry
alliance. Dr Dixit also con-
ferred The Life time
achievement award recently
during the International con-
ference. Dr Dixit received this
prestigious life time achieve-
ment award for his outstanding
contribution made during the
entire career of more than 30
years in the field of Agronomy
and specialized in weed sci-
ence. 

Dr Dixit has been conferred
three fellowship award for his
outstanding significant contri-
butions in the area of Weed
Science particularly in manag-
ing weeds through integrated
weed management and herbi-
cide technologies in crops and
cropping systems and devel-
oped 20 weed management
recommendations for major

crops for the country in past. 
He has brought out a

National monograph in the
shape of Weed Atlas in two vol-
umes for the entire nation. 

He has contributed a lot to
linking scientists with farmers
and contributed towards the
transfer of agricultural tech-
nologies to the end-users. Dr.
Anil Dixit has been received of
most prestigious Fakhuruddin
Ali Ahmed ICAR National
Award for outstanding work of
tribal farming research in
Chhattisgarh. Recently he has
been officially deputed to
Thailand to present the paper
on Allelopathy in 28th Asian
pacific Weed science confer-
ence held at Phuket Thailand.

Dr Anil Dixit conferred Int’l fellow award

Raipur Jan 31: Dabur
India Limited, India’s lead-
ing science-based
Ayurveda company, has
launched an awareness
campaign ‘Science in
Action’ to make con-
sumers aware about the
benefits of Ayurveda and
healthy lifestyle. It will ed-
ucate the science behind
Ayurveda, under which
renowned doctors will
share them about the
proven benefits of
Ayurveda. The campaign
will provide scientifically
tested facts about
Ayurveda so that families
can make informed every-
day choices and stay
healthy. As part of this
campaign and to safe-
guard the health of future
generations, Dabur has
also launched a mega
awareness initiative
aimed at safeguarding the

health of children across
the country. Under this ini-
tiative, Dabur
Chyawanprash collaborat-
ed with a renowned doctor
to conduct immunity
awareness sessions to edu-
cate children about the
need to build a strong im-
mune system to fight dis-
eases caused by changing
seasons, common bacteria
and viruses. The cam-

paign was flagged off at
Raipur with a special ses-
sion organized for over 250
Students of VLM English
Media School present for
this occasion Mr Dinesh
Kumar, Manager-
C o r p o r a t e
Communications, Dabur
India Ltd, Mr. Nimesh
Pandey Director and Mrs.
Meenakshi Pandey
Principal of VLM HR.

SEC School.
Launching the cam-

paign, Dabur India
Limited, AGM Marketing,
Health Supplements - Mr.
Rakesh Tahiliani said “In
an era where holistic well-
being is gaining promi-
nence, Dabur aims to
bridge the gap between
tradition and modernity
by delivering authentic
and scientifically backed
information. With this se-
ries “Science in Action”,
Dabur is committed to
breaking the myths
around ayurveda and
share research-based evi-
dence to highlight the im-
portance of inculcating
Ayurveda and strengthen-
ing the trust on
Chyawanprash in your
daily routine as the easiest
and most effective way to
achieve a healthy, happy
lifestyle.”

“All Dabur products
have been extensively re-
searched and are provid-
ing solutions backed by
Science. Dabur
Chyawanprash has been
studied scientifically, over
the years, for its beneficial
role in boosting immunity.
There are common mis-
conceptions around
Ayurveda as well as
Chyawanprash, and how it
is not backed by science.
However, with this series
“Science in Action”, we
aim at bridging the gap be-
tween the current under-
standing of how Ayurveda
and Dabur Chyawanprash
have been built and the
proven benefits offered.
The ‘Science in Action’
campaign is a testament to
our unwavering commit-
ment to evidence-based
Ayurveda. Dr.
Parmeshwar Arora said.

Dabur Chyawanprash launches ‘Science in Action’ awareness campaign 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jan 31: National
Institute of Technology,
Raipur’s final year (7th
Semester) students
Pratham Gandhi,
Computer Science and
Engineering, Palak
Singh, Electronics &
C o m m u n i c a t i o n
Engineering, Palkar
Aryan Chandrashekhar,
Information Technology,
and Ashley Mao,
Information Technology
have received pre-place-
ment offers from
LinkedIn, Arcesium, D.E.
Shaw, and Intuit respec-
tively.

Pratham Gandhi has
received a respectable job
offer as a Site Reliability
Engineer on LinkedIn
with 62 LPA CTC. He did
an internship at LinkedIn
after the third year, after

which it turned into a pre-
placement offer (PPO).
His preparation started
from the first year itself
and he received an offer
from LinkedIn through
an off-campus placement
and by gaining knowl-
edge through his core
subjects, he focused on
Data Structures and
Algorithms (DSA) and

Web Development.
Palak Singh has re-

ceived a prestigious job
offer as a Software
Development Engineer at
Arcesium with 42 LPA
CTC.

Aryan Palkar has been
offered a pre-placement
offer by DE Shaw under
Quality Testing and
Engineering (QTE) with
a CTC of 52 lakhs
through on-campus
placement.

Ashley Mao received a
pre-placement offer as a
Software Development
Engineer at Intuit in the
2023 placement drive and
a CTC of 44.9 lakh. A
hackathon was organ-
ized during the intern-
ship at Intuit that al-
lowed him to use his
skills in collaborative in-
novation and teamwork
within the company.

Pratham secure placements 
of 62 LPA CTC at LinkedIn

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jan 31: Vishal
Decate, Surabhi Harsh
Sahu and Shreshta
Mishra and Samaya
Pandey won the late
Pradeep Kedia memorial
7th Raipur District
Monthly League Table
Tennis tournament being
organised under the aegis
of Rajdhani Table Tennis
Association (RTTA) at
Sapre School TT Hall here.
Providing the above infor-
mation in a statement is-
sued here, the RTTA
Secretary Vinay Baiswade

said that Vishal Decate
won the Senior Men’s cate-
gory championship

whereas Andrew T
Williams was runner up.
Similarly, Surabhi Harsh
Sahu won the Senior
Women’ championship
whereas Ahana Singh and
Samaya Pandey secured
second and third positions
respectively. In the Under
13 category for Boys,
Shreshtra Misrha won the

championship whereas
Aryan Singh and Vihan
Agrawal secured second
and third positions respec-
tively. Samaya Pandey
won the Under 13 for Girls
whereas Vedi Kachwaha
and Lavanya Pandey se-
cured second and third po-
sitions respectively.

Shalesh Daga was pres-
ent as chief guest of the
prize distribution func-
tion whereas Pradeep
Joshi presided over the
event. Chief Referee
Sushant Borwankar and
others were also present
on the occasion.

Vishal, Surabhi win TT League championship

Uma Devi Shrivastava
Raipur: Uma Devi
Shrivastava, R/o Gudhiyari,
breathed her last here on
Wednesday. She was W/o Brij
Bihari Lal Shrivastava

(Advocate) and mother of Leela Saxena,
Sonali Nigam, Amit Shrivastava,
Rupali Shrivastava and elder sister of
GP Shrivastava, Rajendra Prasad
Shrivastava. The final journey will
leave from her residence on Feb 1 at
11:00 am to Kota Crematorium.

OBITUARY

SPORTS
ROUND-UP



Korba, Jan 31: Another accident occurred on Wednesday morning in Gevra mine, Asia's largest coal mine, in
which a driver died on the spot. The driver died after being hit by a speeding truck.  After this accident, a
crowd of people gathered at the spot. At the same time, it was given to Deepka police station. Where the
police reached the spot and took information about the incident and started further investigation.

Central Chronicle News

J a g d a l p u r ,
(Dantewada), Jan
31: The police team
has demolished a
Naxal camp along
with three Naxal
monuments in the
Maad area on the
Bijapur border in the
Barsur police station
area of the district.
Police had received
information that
Commander of
Platoon No. 16 of
Bhairamgarh and
Indravati Area
Committee, DVCM
Mesh, along with his
associates, had gath-
ered in Dantewada-
Bijapur border area
village Rotad
Pindakapal to com-
mit a major crime.

On this informa-
tion, DRG Bastar
Fighters and CRPF
230 Young Platoon
team were sent to
Takal. Seeing the
force coming, the
Naxalites opened
fire on the security
forces with weapons
like BGL and auto-
matic weapons. The
security forces also
gave a befitting reply,
due to which the
Naxalites ran away.
Police claim that
many Naxalites have
been injured in this
encounter. During
the return,
Dantewada police
team has demolished
Naxalite camps in-
cluding 3 Naxalite
m o n u m e n t s .
Naxalites had plant-

Central Chronicle News

Korba, Jan 31: Under the
EIA Notification 2006, an en-
vironmental public hearing
for the establishment of the
proposed 2660 MW Super
Critical Thermal Power
Project (SCTPP) units of
Chhattisgarh State Power
Generation Company
Limited will be organized
on January 30, 2024, as per
the guidelines of the

Chhattisgarh Environment
Protection Board, at the des-
ignated venue C.S. PGCL,
Korba West Lal Maidan.

Wide publicity for the
said public hearing was
done in the concerned
Gram Panchayats through
various mass communica-
tion mediums like newspa-
pers, pamphlets and public
declaration through loud-
speakers.

All concerned registered
their presence in large num-
bers and freely expressed
their views and opinions in
the presence of the presid-

ing officer
of the pub-
lic hearing,
Additional
C o l l e c t o r,
D e p u t y
D i s t r i c t
C o l l e c t o r
a n d
R e g i o n a l
O f f i c e r ,
E n v i r o n -
m e n t
Protec-tion
B o a r d ,
Korba.

On behalf
of the proj-

ect proponent, Chief
Engineer (Project) provid-
ed point-wise detailed in-
formation to the general
public present on the is-
sues related to the envi-
ronment of the proposed
project. Media personnel
were also present in the
public hearing. Thus the
above public hearing was
successfully conducted in
a peaceful manner.
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Public hearing for environmental
approval successfully held

That of SCTPP at
HTPS,  Korba West 

Three Naxal monuments 
demolished, IED-spike recovered

ed spikes and IEDs on the
roads to cause harm to the se-
curity forces, which have
been recovered and neutral-
ized by the force.



CENTRAL CHRONICLE, RAIPUR,  THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 01,  2024
06

Dongargaon, Jan 31: 

A New Year meeting
and felicitation ceremony
was organized by the
Officer Employees Cell of
the District Sahu Sangh
Rajnandgaon at the Sahu
Sadan in Sanskaardhani
Rajnandgaon district. The
event marked not only the
beginning of a new year
but also a celebration of
unity and accomplish-
ment within the communi-
ty.

The program com-
menced with the inaugu-
ration by Chief Guest

Tehalsingh Sahu,
President of Chhattisgarh
State Sahu Sangh. The
event began with the wor-
ship of Goddess Maa
Karma and a flag hoisting
ceremony. Presiding over
the program was Bhagwat
Sahu, President of District
Sahu Sangh Rajnandgaon.

During the event, the
State President empha-
sized the pivotal role
played by the Officer
Employees Cell in the
community. He highlight-
ed various initiatives, in-
cluding free coaching
classes, cleanliness cam-

paigns, environmental
protection efforts, blood
donation camps, educa-
tional programs, and a
range of sports activities
such as karate, physical
training, tree plantation
drives, and
Navodaya/Sainik School
mock tests.

The State President
proudly acknowledged the
remarkable achievements
of Sevati Sahu, Jamuna
Sahu, Bharti Sahu, and
Santoshi Rajput, who ex-
celled in the Women and
Child Development
Supervisor examination,

attributing this success to
the dedication of
Coordinator Yashwant
Sahu and his entire team.

District Sahu Sangh
Rajnandgaon President
Bhagwat Sahu also ex-
pressed his appreciation
for the Officer Employees
Cell. He lauded the exem-
plary work of individuals
such as D.S.P. Hema Sahu,
TI Aman Sahu, Assistant
Director of the Handloom
Department Amit Sahu,
and Nursing Officer
Anamika Sahu, who were
honored for their out-
standing contributions.

Family reunion of Officer
Employees Cell organized

Khopra, Jan 31: 

Swami Atmanand
Government Excellence
School celebrated 75th
Republic Day on 26th
January with great eclat.
The day started off well
with morning procession
where students shouted
out slogans and quotes
with utmost zeal and en-
thusiasm in every nook
and corner of the Khorpa
and across the village. The
worthy and honorable
guests and principal (Mrs.
Soma Banik) were led by
the parades by NCC cadets
of the school to unfurled
the national flag amidst
loud cheers. Little tiny tots
were dressed up in differ-
ent freedom fighter's char-
acters, where as the senior
students enthralled the au-
dience with their cultural
items included

patriotic songs, speech-
es and dances. The guests
and the in-charge princi-
pal (Mrs. Soma Banik) ad-
dressed the students and

urged them to do the best
possible deeds in favor of
the mother land and exer-
cise the rights and duties
towards the nation.

R-Day celebration at SAGES Khorpa

Tilda, Jan 31: 

UltraTech Cement
Baikunth made headlines
by embracing a culture of
safety during its Road
Safety Fortnight celebra-
tion. During this fort-
night, employees received
comprehensive training
on safety measures and re-
sponsible driving prac-
tices. UltraTech Cement
Baikunth consistently em-
phasizes the importance of
working safely within its
factory premises to pre-
vent accidents and safe-
guard the workforce.

The Road Safety Week
commenced with a lively
street play and informa-
tive training sessions.
Exceptional performers
from the previous month
were acknowledged for
their dedication and ef-
forts. Drivers received en-
couragement through
pamphlets that provided
valuable insights into safe
driving practices.

On the second day, an ex-
citing chair race event was
organized, highlighting
the significance of safety
with the addition of a red
stripe on the radium stick-
ers. In conjunction with
the Road Safety Fortnight,
UltraTech Cement
Baikunth also conducted
health checkups, includ-
ing blood pressure, sugar,
and eye examinations.

To foster a sense of ca-
maraderie, a cricket match
was held between the driv-
ers and company employ-
ees, where everyone re-
ceived shirts and caps as to-
kens of appreciation. The
event culminated in a
heartfelt gesture, with gifts
and bouquets presented to
all participants.

Dignitaries such as Uday
Shankar Lal, Security
Incharge of UltraTech
Cement, Alok Pathak,
Safety Head of the Plant,
Somnath Katwar, Logistics
Head of the Plant, and
Dayaram Yadav were all
present to celebrate this
initiative aimed at ensur-
ing a safer working envi-
ronment and a stronger
sense of community.

UltraTech Cement
Baikunth celebrates road

safety fortnight
Workers and 
drivers trained for
safe operations

Pandariya, Jan 31: 

The spirit of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
"Pariksha Pe Charcha"
echoed through the corri-
dors of Kanya Shala in the
city, where a development
block-level program
brought together students,
teachers, parents, and pub-
lic representatives. This ini-
tiative was part of the
Prime Minister's nation-
wide effort to engage with
students from all walks of
life.

During the event, Prime
Minister Modi shared his
thoughts on the challenges
students face during exams
and the importance of ap-
proaching them without
unnecessary pressure. He
emphasized that while
exams are an annual occur-
rence, students should
strive to perform well with-
out burdening their minds

and bodies with stress.
Modi encouraged stu-

dents to take a joyful and
carefree approach to exams,
highlighting the role of par-
ents and teachers in this en-
deavour. He emphasized the
significance of maintain-
ing a balanced routine, in-
cluding timely sleep, meals,
and physical activity, while
also urging students to pro-
tect themselves from the
undue influence of mobile
phones, TV, and other elec-
tronic devices.

He emphasized that
using such mediums for ed-
ucation is essential, but it's
equally important not to
become addicted to them.
By striking this balance,
students can secure a
brighter future for them-
selves. The block-level
"Pariksha Pe Charcha"
event witnessed the partici-
pation of senior Bharatiya
Janata Party leader
Navalkishore Pandey, sen-
ior social worker
Chandrakumar Soni,
Councilor Anurag Thakur,
Block Education Officer GP
Banerjee, Principal NK
Ekka, BRP Vinod
Goswami, along with dedi-
cated teachers, parents, and
enthusiastic students.

‘Pariksha Pe Charcha’
inspires young minds

Khairagarh, Jan 31: 

The Indira Kala
Sangeet University in
Khairagarh is buzzing
with enthusiasm as
preparations for the up-
coming Youth Utsav are
in full swing. With a wide
array of talents and disci-
plines on display, stu-
dents are eagerly gearing
up for the competition.

In a rehearsal event
held at the Dr. Narendra
Dev Verma Auditorium,
various teams showcased
their skills and creativity.

The presence of Vice
Chancellor Padmashree
Dr. Mamta Mokshada
Chandrakar and
Registrar Prof. Dr. Neeta
Gaharwar added a touch
of prestige to the pro-
gram.

Students from diverse
departments and facul-
ties, including theatre,
dance, singing, avanad,
music, and folk music, de-
livered captivating per-
formances. The Vice
Chancellor, Registrar,
and other esteemed pro-
fessors and deans offered
guidance and congratula-
tions to the students,
boosting their spirits.

The energy and excite-
ment continued to esca-

late throughout the event.
Distinguished individu-
als such as Prof. Dr.
Naman Dutt, Assistant
Registrar Rajesh Kumar
Gupta, Dr. Devmait Minj,
Dr. Yogendra Choubey,
Prof. Dr. Rajan Yadav, Dr.
Hari Om Hari, Dr.
Diwakar Kashyap, Dr.
Shaikh Medini Hombal,
Dr. Vivek Navre, Dr.
Deepshikha Patel, Dr.
Vidha Singh Rathore, Dr.
Natthu Tode, Dr. Shiv
Narayan More, and Dr.
Sandeep Kindo, along-
side teachers, re-
searchers, students, offi-
cers, staff, and the entire
university community,
actively participated in
the event.

Khairagarh University’s Youth
Utsav preparations in full swing

Students showcase
talent in vibrant
rehearsal event

Korba, Jan 31: 

In Chotiya area of
Korba district, a herd of
wild elephants have creat-
ed a lot of havoc by enter-
ing a house in Banjari vil-
lage. It is being told that
the above incident took
place in Banjari village
where last night the wall
of a house in Banjari vil-
lage was broken at around
3-4 am on Tuesday morn-
ing. In this house,
Ramkunwar Bai of
Banjari village was sleep-
ing along with her two
small children. She was
sitting quietly dozing off
due to the sound of ele-
phants.

On the other hand,
about twenty sacks of

paddy kept in the same
house were badly de-
stroyed by a group of ele-
phants. It is being told that
a herd of around 12 to 15
elephants is roaming in
the forests of
Ravanbhanta area.

Herd of elephants targets
a house in Chotiya

No casualties reported

Pandaria, Jan 31: 

The spirit of unity and leader-
ship shone brightly during the
state-level general elections
held on Sunday at the central
office of the Chhattisgarh
Baiga community, situated in
the Baiga Community
Building, Mazgaon, Kawardha.
In a turn of events, Itwari Ram
Machhiya, a resident of Amnia
in the Pandaria block, was re-
elected as the state president.
The general election proceed-
ings unfolded in the presence
of esteemed social leaders
from the Baiga community, a
special backward tribe resid-
ing in various districts of
Chhattisgarh. Community
leaders from Kabirdham,
Mungeli, Gaurela-Pendra-
Marwahi, Manendragarh-

Chirmiri-Bharatpur, Bilaspur,
Khairagarh-Chhuikhadan-
Gandai districts gathered to
participate in this significant
event.
The General Election 2024 was
skillfully overseen by Chief
Election Observer Lamtu Singh
Bagdaria, Baddu Sadiya,
Dashmi Bai Baiga from
Kabirdham, Aghnia Bai Baiga
from Bilaspur, Lalsai Baiga
from Manendragarh-Chirmiri-
Bharpur, Amar Baiga from

Khairagarh-Chhuikhadan-
Gandai, and Sitaram Baiga
from Gaurela-Pendra-
Marwahi. The election pro-
gram was executed seamless-
ly, and state-level officials
were elected by the communi-
ty leaders.
Itwari Ram Machhiya Baiga
received widespread apprecia-
tion from the entire Baiga
community for his exemplary
work during his previous five-
year tenure. He was recog-
nized for his significant contri-
butions to the preservation of
culture, customs, traditions,
employment, and the overall
development of the Baiga
community. The newly elected
state officials are set to lead
the community for the next
five years, with Itwari Ram
Machhiya Baiga retaining his

position as State President.
Other key roles were filled by
Vice Presidents Bhaglu Baiga
from Khairagarh-
Chhuikhadan-Gandai, Sushila
Bai Baiga from Bilaspur,
Samelal Baiga from
Manendragarh-Chirmiri-
Bharatpur, Premlal Baiga from
Gaurela-Pendra-Marwahi,
State Secretary Ramprasad
Baiga from Manendragarh-
Chirmiri-Bharatpur, State
Treasurer Mrs. Basanta Bai
Baiga from Kabirdham, and
State Media Incharge Dharam
Singh Baiga from Kabirdham.
With the approval and recom-
mendation of the newly elect-
ed State President, other offi-
cers will soon be nominated to
support and strengthen the
community in the coming
days.

Geedam/Dantewada, Jan 31:

'Pariksha Pe Charcha'
2024 live programme was
telecast live from Bharat
Mandapam, Delhi on Jan
29. Prime Minister of India
Narendra Modi addressed
the students, teachers and
parents about examination
related challenges and so-
lutions. The district level

event was organized by the
District Administration
and School Education
Department, Dantewada in
the auditorium located at
Education City Jawanga of
Geedam block. The discus-
sion on the examination
was shown live to the stu-
dents, teachers and parents
of Aastha Vidya Mandir
English Medium School
(AVMEMS), Government
Girls Higher Secondary
School, Government
Kanya Siksha Parisar, PM
Shri Eklavya Residential
School, DAV
Mukhyamantri Public
School, Saksham
Residential Campus of
Education City Jawanga.

The live telecast of the

program started at 11 am
by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi discussed
with the children about the
stress and pressure before
and during the examina-
tion and how to answer the
questions and get good re-
sults in the examination.

PM Modi said that to face
the examination, one
should be mentally and
physically balanced, con-
tinue practicing writing, it
is important to have confi-
dence and self-confidence,
one should have a disci-
plined family and school

and stay away from social
media. And use it for the
right work, discuss positive
topics, how to handle fami-
ly situation, parents and
teachers should be open
with children.

In the program related to
how to understand differ-

ent subjects easily, how to
remove fear and stress
from mind, tips for stress
management and time
management for exams,
students asked the ques-
tions in their mind to PM
Narendra Modi. Parents
also asked the questions as

to why today's children are
not using their brains
properly and how to make
children's education easier
through social media.
Satisfying their curiosity,
Prime Minister Modi ji an-
swered all their questions
in simple words and said
that they are challenging
every challenge, 140 crore
people of the country are
together, the country is
strong, analyze everything
and create strength, use
power and resources of the
country.

Dantewada District
Collector Mayank
Chaturvedi, Sub-Divisional
Magistrate Jayant Nahata,
District Education Officer
Pramod Thakur, District

Mission Coordinator
Shyamlal Sori, APC Neha
Nath, Cluster Coordinator
Nitin Vishwakarma,
Aastha Vidya Mandir
Principal Gopal Pandey,
Vice Principals Pramod
Gupta, Ravindranath
Panigrahi, PGT Amujuri
B i s w a n a t h ,
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t
Raviprakash Thakur,
Principals Kailash
Neelam, Pramod Karma,
Dr. D. Kameshwar Rao, all
the teachers and students
from class 6th to 12th were
present. Children of
Education City Jawanga
took part in the Pariksha
Pe Charcha competitions
organized on various sub-
jects for the year 2024.

PM Modi’s ‘Pariksha Pe Charcha’ 2024 telecast live 
In Education 
City Jawanga
Dantewada
Collector and 
officials, students
and teachers were
present in the prog

IR Machhiya re-elected as Baiga
Community State President Masturi, Jan 31:  

On the occasion of
Republic Day, Sarpanch
Mayarani Markam un-
furled the flag in the prem-
ises of Government Girls
Higher Secondary School
and Swami Atmanand
Excellent English Medium
Secondary School
(SAEEMSS). On this occa-
sion, Principal of the or-
ganization Kumari V.R.
Samuel, Principal
Jaiprakash Ojha, BJP
Mandal President Vijay
Anchal, Panchayat repre-
sentatives, villagers and
all the staff were present.

On the occasion of 75th
Republic Day, District
President Savitri
Ramayan Rathore un-
furled the flag and offered
salute in the local District
Panchayat premises. Also,
various government semi-

government offices includ-
ing the local Block
Education Officer's Office,
Senior Agriculture
Development Officer's
Office, BRC Bhawan,
Office of Livestock

Development Department
District President Savitri
Ramayan Rathore and
Vice President Nitish
Singh Thakur unfurled
the flag in the courtyard.

On this occasion, CEO

JR Bhagat, RES SDO Amit
Kumar Banjare, Program
Officer MNREGA Ruchi
Vishwakarma, Panchayat
Inspector BL Kurre, BEO
Ashwani Kumar
Bhardwaj, ABO Shivram
Tandon, BRC Bhagwat
Sahu, Senior Agriculture
Development Officer A.
Of. Ahire, Dr. Yashwant
Dahria, in-charge officer
of Livestock Development
Department, government
officials, employees and
public representatives
were present.

BMO Anil Kumar un-
furled the national flag in
the premises of the local
Community Health Center
and Municipal Inspector
Ravindra Kumar Anant
unfurled the national flag
in the police station prem-
ises. On this occasion, the
entire staff of the depart-
ment offered salute.

R-Day celebrated in SAEEMSS



CENTRAL CHRONICLE, RAIPUR, THURSDAY, FRBRUARY 01,  2024

Islamabad, Jan 31 (PTI):

Imran Khan and his
wife Bushra Bibi were sen-
tenced to 14 years in
prison on Wednesday in a
corruption case for retain-
ing expensive state gifts
when he was in power,
dealing another blow to
the jailed former Pakistan
premier, a day after he was
handed a 10-year jail term
for leaking sensitive state
secrets.

The verdict, which
comes eight days before
the February 8 general
elections, has increased
the legal woes of the 71-
year-old cricketer-turned-
politician who is already
serving a three-year jail
term after being convicted
of corruption.

Khan’s party, the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaaf
(PTI) faced numerous
troubles before the elec-
tion starting with the de-
nial of its election symbol,
the cricket bat, to the rejec-
tion of nomination papers

of Khan, former foreign
minister Shah Mehmood
Qureshi and several other
party leaders.

Accountability Court
Judge Mohammad Bashir
conducted the hearing at
Rawalpindi’s Adiala Jail,
where the former premier
is incarcerated, in the
Toshakhana corruption
case. Khan and his wife
were also barred from
holding any public office

for 10 years and slapped
with a fine of Rs 787 mil-
lion each. Bushra Bibi did
not appear before the court
on Wednesday.

Bushra Bibi, 49, reached
the Adiala jail after her
conviction in the case and
offered her arrest.

The Judge in the case
had also convicted another
former premier Nawaz
Sharif in July 2018 ahead
of elections. Reacting to

the verdict, PTI’s current
chief Gohar Khan said the
judgment only served to
lower the respect of the ju-
diciary.

“The accused were not
given time and the process
was hurried to conclude
the trial,” he said, adding
that the defence was not
given the right of cross-ex-
amination. Last month, the
National Accountability
Bureau (NAB) filed a fresh
case against the two in an
accountability court for re-
taining a jewellery set re-
ceived from the Saudi
crown prince against un-
dervalued assessment.

Khan told the court that
his wife had nothing to do
with the case and was
being humiliated by being
forcibly dragged into it.

At the outset of the hear-
ing on Wednesday, Judge
Bashir asked Khan if he
recorded his statement. To
this, the former premier
said that he would submit
his statement once his
lawyers came.

Imran Khan & wife sentenced to 14 years
in jail in Toshakhana corruption case

Pakistan’s former Prime Minister Imran Khan along with
his wife Bushra Bibi.

EMMANUEL MACRON’S GALA DINNER

From left, Sweden’s Queen Silvia, Brigitte Macron, French President Emmanuel Macron and King Carl Gustaf pose
for a group photo after arriving at Stockholm Palace where the royal couple gives a gala dinner for the French pres-
idential couple, in Stockholm. French President Emmanuel Macron and his wife Brigitte are on a two-day state visit
to Sweden. 

London, Jan 31 (PTI):

An Indian-origin couple
in the UK, whose extradi-
tion was sought by India
on charges of the murder
of their adopted son in
Gujarat, has been sen-
tenced to 33 years in
prison each after being
convicted of exporting
more than half a tonne of
cocaine to Australia using
commercial planes.

Arti Dhir, 59, and
Kavaljitsinh Raijada, 35,
from Hanwell in Ealing
were identified by the

National Crime Agency
(NCA) investigators after
Australian Border Force
intercepted the cocaine
worth 57 million pounds
upon its arrival in Sydney
in May 2021, the agency
said in a statement on
Monday.

The couple was behind a
front company that had
sent the drugs by plane
under a cover load of
metal toolboxes, according
to the investigation.

Dhir and Raijada denied
exporting cocaine to
Australia and money laun-
dering. They were convict-
ed of 12 counts of exporta-
tion and 18 counts of
money laundering by a
jury following a trial at

Southwark Crown Court
on Monday.

They were sentenced at
the same court on
Tuesday.

The drugs exported by
the two had been shipped
via a commercial flight
from the UK and consisted
of six metal toolboxes
which, when opened, were
found to contain 514 kilo-
grams of cocaine.

The drugs would have
been worth up to 57 mil-
lion pounds when sold in
Australia, where prices
are significantly higher
than in the UK.

In the UK, a kilo of co-
caine at wholesale is
priced at around 26,000
pounds but in Australia,
the same amount sells for
110,000 pounds.

Officers traced the con-
signment back to Dhir and
Raijada, who had set up a
front company called
Viefly Freight Services
with the sole purpose of
smuggling drugs.

Both defendants had
been directors of the com-
pany at different points
since its incorporation in
June 2015.

Indian-origin couple jailed for 33 years in UK

For exporting over
half tonne cocaine 
to Australia

Dubai, Jan 31 (PTI):

Ahead of Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi’s February 13-14
visit to the UAE for an
Indian community event
and a dedication ceremo-
ny for a Hindu temple, of-
ficials from the Indian
Embassy and the
Consulate have gone on
an overdrive as prepara-
tions gather momentum.

PM Modi is scheduled
to address the Indian
community summit,
Ahlan Modi (Hello Modi),
at Abu Dhabi’s Sheikh
Zayed stadium on
February 13 and is sched-
uled to attend on
February 14 a dedication
ceremony at the BAPS
Hindu temple getting the
finishing touches at the
UAE capital.

Regarding the Ahlan
Modi event, India’s am-
bassador to the UAE,

Sunjay Sudhir, said they
are expecting tens of
thousands of people to
throng the site of the re-
ception.

Prime Minister Modi
along with then US
President Donald Trump
addressed a massive com-
munity event called
‘Howdy, Modi!’ in
Houston, Texas on
September 22, 2019.

A registration portal
has been set up to
smoothen the process
and transport is being
arranged from all emi-
rates for participants to
reach the venue. The
event is being organized
collaboratively by 150
Indian community or-
ganisations in the UAE.

A cultural programme
involving 400 local tal-
ents has been put togeth-
er to add colour to the
show.

During the last 3 years,
over 2,000 artisans from
Rajasthan and Gujarat
have carved the 402 white
marble pillars for the

temple.
Earlier, addressing a

gathering of diplomats
invited to celebrate the
Republic Day,
Ambassador Sudhir said
over 3.5 million Indians
call UAE their home,
thanks to the affection
shown by the country’s
leaders.

“One of the most sig-
nificant developments in
bilateral relations in re-
cent years is the con-
struction of the BAPS
Hindu temple in Abu
Dhabi,” Ambassador
Sudhir said.

“The temple, which is
expected to be inaugurat-
ed by Prime Minister
Modi on the 14th of
February, will be a spiri-
tual oasis. Standing on
top of a hillock on the
outskirts of Abu Dhabi,
the temple will be a testi-
mony to the enduring
tradition of peace and
tolerance as aspired by
our forefathers Mahatma
Gandhi and Sheikh
Zayed,” he said.

PM Modi’s community event, temple
opening in mid-Feb in Abu Dhabi

Sends Indian offi-
cials on overdrive

Lahore, Jan 31 (PTI):

A Pakistani high court
on Wednesday ordered the
country’s electronic media
watchdog to provide “free
and unrestricted” media
coverage to all political
leaders, including jailed
former prime minister
Imran Khan, ahead of the
February 8 general elec-
tions.

The order was passed by
the Lahore High Court
(LHC) on a petition filed
last year by the 71-year-old
cricketer-turned-politi-
cian against the ban on his
name and speeches on TV
channels by the Pakistan
Electronic Media
Regulatory Authority
(PEMRA), the Dawn news-
paper reported.

The Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) party supremo
challenged the ban in
court, arguing that
PEMRA’s order was “pure-
ly driven out of
vengeance”, after which
the LHC directed the
media regulatory authori-

ty to “ensure a level play-
ing field for all political
parties in broadcasting
their content and speech-
es.”

In a written order issued
on Wednesday, Justice
Shams Mehmood Mirza
noted that the Electronic
Media (Programmes and
Advertisements) Code of
Conduct directed all
media channels that any
political programme
should be conducted objec-
tively, guaranteeing repre-
sentation of all political
parties.

“Clearly, the allegation
agitated before this court
by the petitioner is that
the media channels
breached the code of con-
duct when his [Khan’s]
name was not even al-
lowed to be taken in the
programmes,” the order
said. It said the issue as-
sumed greater signifi-
cance as “the general elec-
tions for National
Assembly and the four
provincial assemblies are
on the horizon”.

Pak media regulatory body ordered to
provide ‘unrestricted’ media coverage

to Imran Khan, other candidates

Copenhagen, Jan 31 (AP):

Norway’s central
Atlantic coast battened
down on Wednesday as au-
thorities warned that the
country could see its most
powerful storm in three
decades and urged people
to stay indoors.

Hurricane-force winds
are expected to hit the re-
gion, as air traffic compa-
nies and ferry lines pre-
dicted disruptions. Police
warned that gusts of 126 to
180 kilometres per hour
were expected.

Named “Ingunn” by
Norwegian meteorolo-
gists, the storm was ex-
pected to land in central
Norway around midday

Wednesday before moving
north Thursday.

The storm is expected to
hit the same area as the
1992 New Year’s hurri-
cane, one of the strongest
storms in Norway’s histo-
ry, the newspaper VG
wrote.

Authorities issued a red
warning, the highest level,
for the area around the
city of Trondheim, where
strong winds were expect-
ed Wednesday. Another
red warning also was is-
sued for the Lofoten is-

lands, up north along the
coast in the Arctic.

Norwegian Prime
Minister Jonas Gahr St re
planned to return to Oslo
on Wednesday, the
Norwegian news agency
NTB wrote.

No flights were can-
celled as of Wednesday
morning, but spokes-
woman Catharina Solli of
the domestic airline
Wideroe said that they
“take it airport by airport
as we go along,” NTB
wrote.

Norway prepares for biggest storm in 30 years

Karachi, Jan 31 (PTI):

Heavily armed terror-
ists launched three coordi-
nated attacks, including
one on a high-security
prison, in Pakistan’s
restive Balochistan
province, leaving four law
enforcement personnel
and two civilians dead and
triggering a gunbattle in
which nine of the mili-
tants were also killed.

The attacks took place
on Monday in Mach town,
some 70 kilometres from
the provincial capital
Quetta, officials said.

A press release issued
from the Inter Services
Public Relations (ISPR) on
Tuesday night said that on
the night between January
29 and 30, “multiple terror-
ists, including suicide
bombers, attacked Mach
and Kolpur Complexes in
Balochistan, which was ef-
fectively responded by law
enforcement agencies
(LEAs).”

Nine terrorists were

killed and three injured
and captured by security
forces when they tried to
apparently penetrate the
high-security central
Mach Jail where some
dangerous militants and
death row prisoners are
incarcerated.

The ISPR also con-
firmed the death of four
security personnel and
two civilians since
Monday night.

It said security forces in
the vicinity were immedi-
ately mobilised and were
carrying out an “ensuing
operation”.

“Nine terrorists, includ-
ing three suicide bombers,
were “sent to hell till now”
while three were injured,”
the statement said.

A senior police official
earlier said at least 15
rockets were fired at the
Central Mach Jail.

The banned separatist
group the Balochistan
Liberation Army (BLA)
Majeed group has claimed
responsibility for the at-

tacks.
After the attacks, a

heavy gunbattle lasting
several hours ensued be-
tween the security forces
and the attackers who
tried to retreat into the
mountains.

The caretaker
Balochistan Information
Minister Jan Achakzai
said that the final clear-
ance operation in Mach is
still underway.

“The situation in the
area has been stabilised,”
Achakzai said on social
media platform X.

Monday night’s attack
against security forces is
the deadliest by militants
this year. Last year in
November at least 14 sol-
diers were killed when
militants ambushed them
in the port town of
Gwadar.

15 killed in terrorist attacks
in Pakistan’s Balochistan Kaohsiung, Jan 31 (AP):

Almost every day,
Chinese warships sail in
waters around Taiwan
and warplanes fly toward
the island before turning
back. What if they sudden-
ly attacked?

Taiwan’s military began
a two-day drill at sea and
in the air on Wednesday to
practice defending against
such a surprise attack.
Journalists observed the
training from fast boats
that escorted a mine-lay-
ing ship.

“Any unilateral irra-
tional action could very
easily escalate tensions
and sabotage stability in
the Taiwan Strait re-
gion,” Maj. Gen. Sun Li-
fang, a defence ministry
spokesperson, told re-
porters at the Tsuoying
Naval Base in southern
Taiwan.

China claims the self-
governing island of 23

million people as its own
territory and says it must
come under Beijing’s con-
trol. The long-running di-
vide is a flashpoint in US-
China relations.

As relations between the
rivals have deteriorated in
recent years, fears have
grown that America could
get pulled into a war if
hostilities break out.

Taiwan’s defence min-
istry, in a daily report, said
that seven Chinese war-
planes and four naval ves-
sels were detected around
the island in the 24-hour
period ending at 6 a.m. on
Wednesday. It also report-
ed a Chinese balloon off
its northern coast.

Taiwan holds military drills to defend
against the threat of a Chinese invasion



T he issue of student stress has once again come to the forefront after
an 18-year-old girl took her own life in Rajasthan's Kota. This heart-

breaking incident coincided with Prime Minister Narendra Modi's annual
interaction with students preparing for board exams, where he empha-
sized the need for students to compete with themselves rather than with
their peers. While such words of wisdom are valuable, the stark reality is
far more complex. The recent alleged suicide of a Class XII boy at a gov-
ernment meritorious school in Punjab's Sangrur, following the notification
of his poor performance to his parents, serves as a poignant reminder of
the immense pressure students face. The tragic last words of the Kota
teenager shed light on an ecosystem that often neglects the vulnerabilities
and emotional needs of our youth. They also reveal a profound sense of
hopelessness and guilt, highlighting a society that seems to have lost its
compassion. The rigorous examination system, soaring parental expecta-
tions, the recognition of one's limitations, and the overwhelming fear of
failure can exact a heavy toll on students. Failing to acknowledge these
factors and reducing the plight of young individuals to mere mental health
issues is a grave oversight. It is disheartening that suicide remains the
leading cause of death among those aged 15 to 30, yet it fails to capture
the national consciousness as it should. It is high time for introspection.
We must recognize that student stress is not an isolated issue; it is a symp-
tom of a broader societal problem. To combat this crisis effectively, we
must engage in an ongoing dialogue that involves students, parents, and
educators. Creating a space where they can openly discuss their concerns
and seek support from relevant groups is essential. The Kota coaching in-
dustry, estimated to be worth a staggering Rs 12,000 crore, has often
placed student welfare at the bottom of its priority list. While last year's
spate of suicides prompted institutes to introduce fun activities, this is
merely scratching the surface of the problem. The District Collector's ini-
tiative to organize weekly dinners at hostels and discuss the challenges
faced by engineering and medical aspirants is commendable, but it is not
enough. What we truly need is a transformation in the way parents per-
ceive their children. Instead of imposing unrealistic expectations and
measuring success solely through academic achievements, parents should
embrace their children for who they are. Every individual is unique, and
their worth cannot be reduced to report cards or exam scores. Moreover,
the education system itself needs an overhaul. The emphasis on rote learn-
ing and high-stakes examinations must be replaced with an approach that
fosters critical thinking, creativity, and holistic development. It is essential
to create an environment where students are encouraged to explore their
interests, pursue their passions, and develop a well-rounded personality.
Addressing the crisis of student stress is a collective responsibility that ex-
tends beyond the classroom. It requires a cultural shift in our society—one
that prioritizes mental health, emotional well-being, and individuality. As
we mourn the tragic loss of young lives, let us also commit to creating a
more compassionate and nurturing environment for our students, where
their dreams and aspirations can flourish without the burden of relentless
pressure and unrealistic expectations.

Yash Pal Ralhan

I n the wake of recent political developments in Bihar, it becomes glar-
ingly evident that ethics in Indian politics are in dire need of revival.

The prescient words of Socrates ring true: "Democracy must fall because
it will try to tailor to everyone.  The poor will want the wealth of the rich,
and democracy will give it to them. Young people will want to be respect-
ed as elderly, and democracy will give it to them. Women will want to be
like men, and democracy will give it to them.  Foreigners will want the
rights of the natives and democracy will give it to them. Thieves and fraud-
sters will want important government functions, and democracy will give
it to them.  And at that time, when thieves and fraudsters finally, and dem-
ocratically take authority; because criminals and evil doers want power,
there will be worse dictatorship than in the time of any monarchy or oli-
garchy." We witness the echo of this prophecy as political leaders today
seem to have lost touch with the values of honesty, morality, and integrity.
The essence of politics, once rooted in the pursuit of concrete develop-
ment, has evolved into a game of alliances and defections, driven by the
politicians' ever-changing whims and fancies. The days of contesting and
winning elections based on substantive progress are fading into the annals
of history. Instead, candidates navigate the treacherous waters of caste-
based politics to secure their voter base, often deviating from the path of
integrity. This calculated approach allows them to escape accountability,
as they amass a safe margin of votes through demographic analysis.
Social media plays a pivotal role in modern elections, reducing the neces-
sity for personal voter outreach. Consequently, leaders no longer feel the
need to prove their dedication to their constituents. The values of loyalty
to one's political party and electorate, as well as healthy competition, have
been overshadowed by a thirst for power. The ease with which politicians
defect to different parties has become a cause for concern. They justify
these actions with claims of working for the betterment of their people, a
well-worn political statement. The gradual decline in the quality of Indian
politics is evident when leaders justify their defections with statements
like, "When I asked God, He told me to join the BJP." Recent instances,
such as Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar's alliance switch from RJD to
BJP, Eknath Shinde's coalition formation with BJP to become Chief
Minister, and Ajit Pawar's factional shift in Maharashtra, raise ethical
questions. Such leaders seem unable to thrive without the protective cloak
of power. The argument that one cannot actively contribute to the state's
development while in opposition is frequently invoked by opportunistic de-
fectors. Does this imply that there should be no opposition in a democratic
country? It appears to be the prevailing strategy of the current ruling par-
ties. A robust opposition is a sign of a healthy democracy, but when oppo-
sition members jump ship between parties overnight, morals and ethics
lose their significance. In several northeastern states, frequent defections
have become a norm, rendering the concept of moral politics meaningless.
These small states have acquired a reputation for political volatility that
belies their size. Voters in these regions may question the sanctity of their
votes when elected candidates readily defect to other parties enticed by
various allurements. As a result, voters have started auctioning their
votes. Ideally, voters should not allow this to influence their voting
process, but when their votes hold little value even in the eyes of the
courts, their frustration is understandable. The case of Shinde vs.
Thackeray faction in Maharashtra underscores this issue. The Supreme
Court ruled that the government could not be dismissed by law despite its
unconstitutionality after Uddhav Thackeray resigned as Chief Minister.
Regrettably, the votes cast by the people were not taken into considera-
tion. Should there not be value assigned to the vote in the Constitution,
and should the judiciary not consider it? Today, political leaders seem to
place great faith in the buying of votes as a standard election practice.
Party policies and ideologies have diminished in importance, with the
focus shifting toward securing votes through alternative means. This has
eroded public faith in the democratic system. In a time when trust in the
country is waning, with religious divides further fragmenting the nation, it
falls upon every Indian to safeguard the democratic system bestowed
upon us by our Constitution. Before it crumbles under the weight of politi-
cians' self-serving interests, we must restore the values of honesty, moral-
ity, and integrity to Indian politics. The four pillars of democracy—
Legislature, Executive, Judiciary, and Media—must serve their intended
purpose, fostering trust among the citizens. It is our collective duty to pro-
tect our democratic system from collapse and ensure that our elected rep-
resentatives truly represent the people's interests in our legislative bodies.

T he interim budget for the finan-
cial year 2024-25 will be pre-

sented on 1st February 2024, in which,
keeping in view the general elections,
Finance Minister Smt. Nirmala
Sitharaman is expected to announce
provisions to strengthen the banking
sector to ensure rapid growth. It can
make provisions towards ensuring in-
clusive growth, consolidation the finan-
cial sector, taking government facilities
to the last mile, improving infrastruc-
ture sector, and properly exploiting the
existing capacities. Since banks work to
provide credit or financial assistance to
develop all parameters of development,
the banking sector will also benefit
from the budgetary provisions made for
other sectors. The government has
been taking appropriate steps to rein-
force the banking sector for a long
time, the positive results of which are
now visible, the most important of
which is the unprecedented increase in
the profits of banks in the current finan-
cial year. Also important is the signifi-
cant improvement in the asset quality
of banks due to the reforms undertaken
by the government and the Reserve
Bank of India and the reduction in the
gross NPA from 3.9 percent in March
2023 to 3.2 percent in September 2023.

Supporting the infrastructure is
very important to accelerate the pace
of development of the country, there-
fore, special provisions can be made
for it in the interim budget. In this se-
quence, there is a need to boost sec-
tors like railways, roads, electricity,
transport, housing etc. Strengthening

the infrastructure will accelerate eco-
nomic activities, employment genera-
tion, demand for credit and various
products. Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSME) have come out of
the negative impact of the Corona pe-
riod. Now work is being done to bolster
it. Therefore, a new loan guarantee
scheme for MSMEs can be launched in
the interim budget. Also, special funds
can be allocated to boost startups, en-
trepreneurship, Make in India etc. in
the country.

In the past, the MSME sector has
benefited a lot from the Emergency
Credit Linked Guarantee Scheme
(ECLGS). There are more than 6 crore
MSME units in the country, in which
more than 12 crore people work. It is
noteworthy that this sector con-
tributes about 35 percent to the coun-
try's GDP. The loan growth rate of
banks is continuously increasing.
Except the large manufacturing sec-
tor, all other sectors are performing
well. Non-banking finance companies
(NBFCs) like Bajaj Finance, L&T
Finance Holding etc. have achieved
significant growth in the distribution
of retail loans. The credit growth rate
of banks like Bandhan Bank, Bank of
Maharashtra, Federal Bank and RBL
has been more than 18 percent, while
the credit growth rate of Punjab
National Bank has been 13.5 percent.
At the same time, the credit growth
rate of banks in the financial year
2024 has been 11.4 percent, while the
deposit growth rate has been 9 per-
cent. 

The higher credit growth rate has
been possible when the repo rate was
increased by 250 basis points in the pe-
riod between May 2022 and February
2023. Since, the pace of growth can be
accelerated by higher credit growth
rate. Therefore, the Union Finance
Minister may make significant provi-
sions in the interim budget to enhance
key parameters of the economy to sus-
tain high credit growth rate. The agri-
culture sector is still neglected.
However, this sector played an impor-
tant role in keeping the growth rate in-
tact during the Corona period.
Therefore, to improve the economic
condition of farmers and agricultural
labourers, the assistance amount of
PM-Kisan Samman Nidhi can be in-
creased from Rs.6000 to Rs.7000 in the
interim budget. Also, to make the agri-
culture sector prosperous, the agricul-
tural credit target can be increased to
Rs.22 lakh crore to Rs.25 lakh crore. 

It is noteworthy that in the financial
year 2013-14, only Rs.27662.67 crore
was allocated for the agriculture sec-
tor, which was increased to Rs.1.25 lakh
crore in the financial year 2023-24. It is
also important to do this because only
the agriculture sector performed well
during the Corona period. Due to lack of
insurance, farmers are forced to com-
mit suicide when their crops fail.
Therefore, it is also necessary to insure
the crops of those farmers who have
not taken loan from the bank. It is re-
markable that the farmers who have
taken KCC loan from the bank, get their
crops insured by the bank. Therefore, in
this light, there is a need to make spe-
cial provisions in the interim budget.

Since the implementation of the
Pradhan Mantri Mudra Scheme, the
scope of the organized sector in the
economy has increased because, there
has been an upsurge in the member-
ship of the Employees' Provident Fund
Organization (EPFO). According to
EPFO's interim payroll data, 15.29 lakh
members joined in the month of
October 2023, which was 18.22 per-
cent more than the same period last
year. This shows that our economy is
becoming formal, as after taking loan,

beneficiaries are setting up substantial
business & are also providing employ-
ment to others. Therefore, in the inter-
im budget the Union Finance Minister
should enhance the target of loan dis-
tribution by banks under the Pradhan
Mantri Mudra Scheme. 

In lieu of the Economic Survey be-
fore the Interim Budget, the Central
Government has presented “The
Indian Economy: A Review Report”, in
which an outline of the economic and
social health of the country has been
drawn. According to the report, in the
next 3 years i.e. by 2027, the Indian
economy will become a 5 trillion-dol-
lar economy, leaving behind Germany
and Japan and will be the third largest
economy in the world, while by 2030,
the Indian economy will become 7 tril-
lion dollars. According to this report,
India's GDP growth rate may remain
more than 7 percent for the fourth
consecutive year in 2024-25, whereas
currently the growth rate of the
world's major economies is around 3
percent. However, the inflation rate in
India is expected to be 5.5 percent
during the financial year 2023-24,
which is high, but it cannot be called a
dangerous level.

The main reason for the fast growth
rate in India is the increase in domes-
tic demand. There has been a rise in
both government and private invest-
ment in the country. Continuous ef-
forts are being made by the Central
and State Governments to provide
special facilities to the businessmen
under “Ease of Doing Business” and
“Special Economic Zone”, along with
other economic reforms are also being
carried out. The government has set a
target of making the country devel-
oped by 2047 and considering the cur-
rent situation this target can also be
achieved. In such a situation, it would
be appropriate to say that in the inter-
im budget, the Union Finance Minister
will make such provisions, with the
help of which the development of the
country can get a boost; along with
this, welfare provisions can also be an-
nounced keeping in mind the general
elections.
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Bright Future for all
While progress has been made,

poverty still clutches a significant
portion of our nation. These indi-
viduals lack both the means for
basic necessities and the ability to
secure them themselves. In this
critical context, transparent gov-
ernment scheme implementation
becomes paramount. The gap be-
tween claimed efforts and tangi-
ble improvement for the poor re-
mains vast. Bridging this gap re-
quires a two-pronged approach:
ensuring consistent delivery to
those in need and effectively bar-
ring ineligible individuals from ac-
cessing benefits.This not only em-
powers the true beneficiaries but
also curbs unnecessary scams, ul-
timately leading to a brighter fu-
ture for all.

N Mateeni, Mumbai

Rhino killings 
worrying

After an uneventful 2022, when
no rhino was harmed in the fa-
mous Kaziranga National Park and
Tiger Reserve of Assam, 2023 wit-
nessed two rhino killings, one with
its horn missing, in the Kaziranga.
Now,  poachers have struck again
by killing an adult female rhino
and decamping with its horn. The
carcass of the animal was found
on January 22. Local poachers,
hand--in-glove with international
smugglers, pose a big threat to the
rhinos  numbering 2613.   The task
force, with dedicated commandos,
setup by the Assam government,
did a commendable job by ensur-
ing nil poaching of the endangered
animals in 2022.  So, it can safely
be assumed that there was a mas-
sive breach in security or a few un-
scrupulous elements in the park
were hand-in-gloves with the
poachers that resulted in the rhino
killings of late. The entire security
apparatus including the CCTV
cameras require an extensive ex-
amination and overhaul. At the
same time, a methodical review of
logistics, personnel and training
would not be out of place.    

Dr Ganapathi Bhat, Akola

India-France Ties
India and France have agreed

to intensify their cooperation in
the south-west Indian Ocean,
building on the "joint surveillance
missions" carried out from French
La Reunion in 2020 and 2022. The
two countries also welcomed the
progress in bilateral dialogue and
the identification of specific op-
portunities for using India "as a
base" for the manufacture and
export of defense equipment for
friendly countries in the region.
France is the first major Western
military power with which India
has conducted joint patrols with
the Indian Navy's P-8I maritime
patrol aircraft deployed on the
French island territory of La
Reunion. They also welcomed the
extension of those interactions in
India's maritime neighborhood.
These interactions will contribute
positively to the securitization of
strategic sea lanes of communi-
cation.

Karan Singh, Chennai
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Students & prients of Swaminarayan Gurukul during the 'Magh Snan' ritual, in Surat.
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Crisis of Student Stress

Er. Prabhat Kishore

A fter the independence of India,
Bihar has witnessed ups and

downs of various political parties as
well as leaders. In the pre-Mandal era,
i.e. before 1990,  power politics was
dominated by the Congress Party as a
political institution and the upper
castes in terms of leadership. In the
post-Mandal era, the scenario com-
pletely   reversed and it is being domi-
nated by two powerful regional so-
cialist background parties RJD and
JDU under the leadership of Laloo
Prasad and Nitish Kumar respectively,
both belonging to backward classes.

Before the first general election in
1952, Sri Krishna Singh, a Bhumihar
leader, led the provincial govern-
ments in Bihar since 20th July 1937 to

31st October 1939 and 2nd April 1946
to 1952. His leadership continued
after 1952 and 1957 Vidhan Sabha
elections till his demise on 31st
January 1961;  although, dissident
activities have been unsuccessfully
launched by his deputy and Finance
Minister Anugrah  Narayan Sinha, a
Rajput leader. After the demise of Sri
Babu, Deep Narayan Singh, a Rajput,
served as acting CM since 1st
February 1961 to 18th February 1961.
Blessed with the central leadership,
Binoda  Nand  Jha,  a Brahmin, was
elected as leader of Congress
Legislature Party and sworn in as the
CM on 18th February 1961. In 1962,
third general election was fought
under the leadership of Pandit Jha
and he continued as CM even after
the election. 

The dissident activities were in-
tensified by Satyendra Narayan
Sinha, son of Late Anugrah Narayan
Sinha, and consequently B.N. Jha had
to step down under the “Kamraj
Yojana” of the Congress Party.
Following his resignation, for the first
time in the history of Congress, elec-
tion for the leader of the legislature
party was held between two social
group candidates Birchand Patel, a
Kurmi (supported by B.N. Jha) and
Krishna Balabh Sahay,  a Kayasth
(supported by S.N. Sinha). Birchand
Patel lost due to betrayal of  some of
his close associates. K.B. Sahay led
the government since 2nd October

1963 to 5th March 1967.
After a long span of 20-years after

independence, about 85% backward
& dalit  population were bereft of not
only in  the government services &
institutions, but in every walk of life.
Intensive campaign for their awaken-
ing as well as reservation in govern-
ment jobs & institutions was being
carried out by Congress leader Deo
Sharan Singh, a Kurmi (Ex-chairman
of Bihar Vidhan  Parishad) under the
banner of “Backward Foundation”. In
the meantime, experiment of “back-
wardism” for political control was
being done by the socialists like Ram
Manohar  Lohia and Bhola Prasad
Singh with the slogan “Sansopa Ne
Bandhi  Ganth, Pichhra  Pawe  Sau
Mein Santh”. Under such circum-
stances, the third general election of
1967 proved to be a  “political water-
loo”. The Congress fell short of the
majority figure and lost power in sev-
eral states including Bihar. 

The first non-Congress govern-
ment was sworn in on 5th March
1967 under the leadership of
Mahamaya Pd. Sinha, a Kayasth, of
Jan Kranti Dal. The alliance was a mix
up of conflicting ideology parties like
Jansangh, Samyukt Socialist Party
(SSP), Praja Socialist Party (PSP),
Communist Party and Kamakhya
Narayan Sinha,  ex-King of Ramgarh.
It was very tedious for Mahamaya
Babu to keep these opposite ideolo-
gy parties united for long time and

ultimately, the government fell by 13
votes in the Vidhan Sabha on 25th
January 1968. Bindeshwari  Prasad
Mandal (the chairman of Mandal
Commission) was an SSP MP and
joined in Mahamaya Pd. Ministry, but
was not elected as MLA or MLC. To
become a member of Vidhan Mandal
his 6-month deadline was only 10
days left. On the initiative of
Congress,  B.P. Mandal, a Yadav,
formed “Shoshit  Samaj Dal” to be-
come the CM. So, first Satish Pd.
Singh, a Koiri, of  his Party was sworn
in as  the CM, whose tenure was for
just 5 days (28th Jan 1968 to 1st Feb
1968) and  Sri Mandal was nominat-
ed to the Vidhan  Parishad through a
Governor Quota. Mandal formed the
government with the support of the
Congress. The Congress was not
convenient  in  supporting a back-
ward  Chief  Minister. To topple
Mandal Government,  a break up in
Congress took place and “Loktantrik
Congress” under the leadership of
Bhola  Paswan  Shastri, a Dusadh,
was formed. Mandal remain in power
for just 47 days (1st Jan 1968 to 22nd
March 1968). Government of
Samyukt  Morcha under the leader-
ship of Shastri took charge, but this
Schedule Caste CM also had to re-
sign only after 95 days (22nd  March
1968 to 29th  June 1968) and for the
first time in the history of Bihar,
President Rule came into force on
29th June 1968.  

In the Mid-Term Election  of 1969,
the Congress got only 118 seats and
remained far from the magic  figure
of 160. On 26th Feb. 1969, the gov-
ernment was formed under the lead-
ership of Sardar  Harihar Singh, a
Rajput (26th Feb 1969 to 22nd June
1969)  of United Forum, but he was
also unable to provide stable govern-
ment. Due to large-scale defection of
ministers & legislatures, the Harihar
Singh government was defeated in
the Vidhan Sabha by securing only
143 votes against 164.

Bhola  Paswan  Shastri took
charge for the second time through
double-cross of legislatures from dif-
ferent parties.  The Jansangh wanted
to keep the Congress out of the gov-
ernment. Congress also did not want
the leaders of Jansangh, PSP & SSP
to be inducted in the government.
The Congress brought a no-confi-
dence motion in the Vidhan Sabha
which was passed with the support
of Jansangh, and within 9 days
Shastri  Govt. (22nd June 1969 to 4th
July 1969)  collapsed. On 6th July
1969 President Rule was imposed,
which was revoked on 16th Feb.
1970, when Daroga Prasad Roy, a
Yadav, of the Congress was sworn in
as CM. But again the upper caste
lobby of the Congress could not ac-
cept Mr. Roy for long time.

(Author is a technocrat & 
academician.)
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Credit potential

Shimla: A credit po-
tential scheme of Rs
34,490 crore has been
prepared by Nabard
for agriculture,
MSMEs and other pri-
ority sectors in 2024-
25, Himachal Pradesh
Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu said on
Wednesday. The
scheme's allocation is
8 per cent higher than
the current fiscal, he
added. Inaugurating
the State Credit
Seminar for the finan-
cial year 2024-25 or-
ganised by Nabard, he
said the National
Bank for Agriculture
and Rural
Development has a
major role in making
Himachal Pradesh
self-reliant.

Appointment
New Delhi: The gov-
ernment has appoint-
ed former expenditure
secretary Ajay
Narayan Jha and SBI
Group Chief
Economic Advisor
Soumya Kanti Ghosh,
and two other mem-
bers of the newly-con-
stituted 16th Finance
Commission. The
commission, chaired
by former vice chair-
man of Niti Aayog
Arvind Panagariya,
will have 4 members,
who will be assisted by
Secretary Ritvik
Ranjanam Pandey, two
joint secretaries and
one economic advisor.

Greenfield facility

New Delhi: Dabur on
Wednesday said it will
open a new manufac-
turing unit in south
India and invest Rs
135 crore for this pur-
pose. The unit will
manufacture a range
of Dabur's Ayurvedic
Healthcare, personal
care and home care
products like Dabur
Honey, Dabur Red
Paste, and Odonil air
fresheners, Dabur
India said in a state-
ment. The board of
the homegrown
FMCG and Ayurvedic
products maker in a
meeting on
Wednesday "approved
an investment of Rs
135 crore" for setting
up greenfield facility
in south India, it said.

Taxpayer services
New Delhi: The
Income Tax depart-
ment on Wednesday
said that services for
taxpayers on the e-fil-
ing portal will not be
available between
February 3 and early
February 5 on account
of scheduled mainte-
nance. "... taxpayer
services on the e-filing
portal will be restrict-
ed from 2 pm on
Saturday (03.02.24) to 6
am on Monday
(05.02.24) due to sched-
uled maintenance ac-
tivity, involving tech-
nical upgradation of
the system," the I-T de-
partment said in a
post on X.

INTERIM BUDGET 2024

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman with Ministers of State Pankaj Chaudhary and Bhagwat Karad and her team of officials a day
before presentation of the Interim Budget 2024, at her North Block office in New Delhi, Wednesday, Jan. 31.

New Delhi, Jan 31:  

India has emerged as the
world's second-largest pro-
ducer of mobile phones and
logged a five-fold increase
in mobile phone manufac-
turing in the last decade,
President Droupadi
Murmu said on Wednesday,
outlining the global ac-
knowledgement of India's
prowess in digital transac-
tions and systems. Her first
address to a joint sitting of
the two Houses in the new
Parliament building res-
onated with references to
the rapid expansion of the
startup ecosystem, nation's
AI push, speedy 5G roll-out,
as well as the semiconduc-
tor sector investments.
Today, 46 per cent of the
world's total real-time digi-
tal transactions take place
in India, she said, adding
India is among the leading
digital economies globally.
"Digital India has made life

and business much easier
in India. Today, the whole
world acknowledges this as
a great achievement of
India. Even developed coun-
tries do not have a digital
system like India has," she
said. Murmu noted that a
record 1,200 crore transac-
tions were done through
UPI last month.

"This amounts to a
record transaction of Rs 18
lakh crore," she said.
Further, India achieved the
fastest 5G roll-out in the
world, the President said,
adding that the Digital
Personal Data Protection
Act will make the digital
space more secure. The
startup ecosystem has ex-
panded, growing from only
a few hundred startups in
the country to more than
one lakh today. "Make in
India and Aatmanirbhar
Bharat campaigns have be-
come our strengths. Today,
India is the world's second-

largest producer of mobile
phones. During the last
decade, there has been a
five-fold increase in mobile
phone manufacturing,"
she said. Highlighting
India's digital clout, she
said other countries of the
world are also now provid-
ing the facility of transac-
tions through UPI. Digital
India has made banking
more convenient and dis-
bursement of loans easier.
The Jan Dhan-Aadhaar-

Mobile (JAM) trinity has
helped curb corruption,
weeding out fake benefici-
aries, and Rs 2.75 lakh
crore of public money was
prevented from going into
the wrong hands. "My gov-
ernment has so far trans-
ferred Rs 34 lakh crore
through DBT. Thanks to
Jan Dhan Aadhar Mobile
(JAM), about 10 crore fake
beneficiaries have been
weeded out from the sys-
tem.

This has helped prevent
Rs 2.75 lakh crore from
going into wrong hands,"
the president said. The fa-
cility of DigiLocker is also
making life easier, she said,
adding over 6 billion docu-
ments have so far been is-
sued to its users. Digital
Health IDs of around 53
crore people have been cre-
ated under Ayushman
Bharat Health Account.

"The number of broad-
band users has increased

14 times. Nearly 2 lakh vil-
lage panchayats of the
country have been connect-
ed with optical fiber. More
than 4 lakh common serv-
ice centres have been
opened in villages.

These have become a
major source of employ-
ment," she said. The gov-
ernment has focused on
building modern facilities
for remote and faraway is-
lands like Andaman-
Nicobar and Lakshadweep,
which had been deprived of
development. "My govern-
ment has developed mod-
ern facilities on these is-
lands too. Roads, air con-
nectivity and high speed
internet facilities have
been provided there. Just a
few weeks ago,
Lakshadweep was also con-
nected with underwater
optical fiber," she said not-
ing that these measures
will benefit the local popu-
lation as well as tourists.

India sees 46 pc of world’s total real-time
digital transactions: President Murmu Washington, Jan 31:  

Growth in India is pro-
jected to remain strong at
6.5 per cent in both 2024
and 2025, the International
Monetary Fund said on
Tuesday in its latest World
Economic Outlook update.

The report pegged glob-
al growth at 3.1 per cent in
2024 and 3.2 per cent in
2025. Growth in China is
projected at 4.6 per cent in
2024 and 4.1 per cent in
2025, with an upward revi-
sion of 0.4 percentage
points for 2024 since the
October 2023 World
Economic Outlook, the
IMF said, adding that in
the US, growth is likely to
fall from 2.5 per cent in
2023 to 2.1 per cent in 2024
and 1.7 per cent in 2025.
"Growth in India is pro-
jected to remain strong at
6.5 per cent in both 2024
and 2025, with an upgrade
from October of 0.2 per-
centage point for both
years, reflecting resilience
in domestic demand," the
IMF said in its latest re-

port that was released in
South Africa. The IMF re-
port reflects that India re-
mains the fastest-growing
country among emerging
economies.

"The clouds are begin-
ning to part. The global
economy begins the final
descent toward a soft land-
ing, with inflation declin-
ing steadily and growth
holding up. But the pace of
expansion remains slow,
and turbulence may lie
ahead," Pierre-Olivier
Gourinchas, Chief IMF
Economist said in a blog
post.

The IMF, he said, ex-
pects slower growth in the
US, where tight monetary
policy is still working
through the economy, and
in China, where weaker
consumption and invest-
ment continue to weigh on
activity. In the euro area,
meanwhile, activity is ex-
pected to rebound slightly
after a challenging 2023,
when high energy prices
and tight monetary policy
restricted demand.

India’s growth to remain strong
at 6.5 pc in 2024, 2025: IMF

New Delhi, Jan 31:  

The growth of eight key
infrastructure sectors
slowed to a 14-month low of
3.8 per cent in December
2023, on account of poor
performance of sectors
like crude oil, electricity,
steel and cement, accord-
ing to the official data re-
leased on Wednesday. The
core sector (coal, crude oil,
natural gas, refinery prod-
ucts, fertiliser, steel, ce-
ment and electricity)
growth in November was
7.9 per cent.

It was 8.3 per cent in
December 2022. The last
low was recorded at 0.9 per
cent in October 2022. The
growth of eight sectors
was flat at 8.1 per cent year-
on-year in the April-
December 2023-24. The
growth rate in the produc-

tion of coal, refinery prod-
ucts, fertiliser, steel, ce-
ment and electricity decel-
erated during December
2023. Only natural gas out-
put rose by 6.6 per cent dur-
ing the month under re-

view from 2.6 per cent in
December 2022. These
numbers assume signifi-
cance as the eight core sec-
tors contribute 40.27 per
cent to the Index of
Industrial Production (IIP).

Key infra sectors growth slows to
14-month low of 3.8 pc in Dec 2023

New Delhi, Jan 31: 

India has slashed the import
duty on spare parts used in
mobile phone manufacturing to
10 per cent, from 15 per cent, a
move aimed at boosting local
production and exports. The
finance ministry on January 30,
notified the cut in duty on
imports of components includ-
ing screw, SIM socket, or other
mechanical items of metal for
cellular mobile phone. The
Indian Cellular and Electronics
Association (ICEA) Chairman
Pankaj Mohindroo said this is a
critical policy intervention by
the government towards mak-
ing mobile manufacturing com-
petitive in India. "Electronics
has improved from the 9th
position few years ago to
India's 5th largest export in
2024. Mobiles constitute over
52 per cent of electronics
exports thanks to the
Production-Linked Incentive

Scheme. This is the first indus-
try to leapfrog out of import
substitution to export-led
growth within the last 8 years,"
Mohindroo said. Telecom
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw in a
post on X said the duty ratio-
nalisation would strengthen
the mobile phone manufactur-
ing ecosystem through this
measure.
"Rationalization of customs
duties brings much-needed
certainty and clarity for the
industry," Vaishnaw said.
GTRI Co Founder Ajay
Srivastava said the duty cut
will have no impact on improv-
ing export competitiveness of
mobile phones made in India as
all inputs, parts, and compo-
nents used in the making of
mobile phones for exports can
already be imported at zero
duty under various government
schemes like SEZ, Advance
authorisation. Firms like Apple
use these schemes.

India cuts import duty on mobile
phone components to 10 pc

New Delhi, Jan 31:  

Former NITI Aayog vice
chairman Rajiv Kumar on
Wednesday said the gov-
ernment needs to continue
its focus on capital expen-
diture in the upcoming in-
terim budget, as private in-
vestment is 'still weak' and
there is a need to bridge in-
frastructure gap, which
has been 'plaguing' the
Indian economy.

Kumar noted that in-

crease in capital expendi-
ture during the Modi gov-
ernment period is show-
ing results in terms of the
much better quality of the
infrastructure and this
was needed to make
Indian industry globally
competitive.

He said because of ris-
ing indirect tax revenues
and also the widening di-
rect tax base, the finance
minister will also achieve
fiscal consolidation tar-
gets. "The capex thrust
will continue because the
private investment still re-
mains a bit weak.

And also, we need to
overcome the infrastruc-
ture deficit that has
plagued our economy and
also the logistics cost,
which are very high and
can only be covered by ris-
ing public capital expendi-
ture" he told PTI in an in-
terview.

New Delhi, Jan 31:  

The Union government's
fiscal deficit touched Rs 9.82
lakh crore or 55 per cent of
the annual Budget target at
December-end 2023, accord-
ing to data released by the
Controller General of
Accounts (CGA) on
Wednesday. In the corre-
sponding period last year,
the deficit was 59.8 per cent
of the budget estimate of
2022-23. For 2023-24, the gov-
ernment's fiscal deficit is es-
timated to be at Rs 17.86 lakh
crore or 5.9 per cent of the
GDP. The government's total
revenue stood at Rs 20.71
lakh crore (76.3 per cent of
corresponding BE 2023-24 of
total receipts) as of
December 2023. This com-
prised Rs 17.29 lakh crore tax

revenue (net), Rs 3.12 lakh
crore of non-tax revenue
and Rs 29,650 crore of non-
debt capital receipts. Non-
debt capital receipts consist
of the recovery of loans and
miscellaneous capital re-
ceipts. The CAG's monthly
account data further said Rs
7.47 lakh crore has been
transferred to state govern-
ments as devolution of share
of taxes by the central gov-
ernment up to December
2023, which is Rs 1,37,851
crore higher than the previ-
ous year.

The total expenditure in-
curred by the Centre was Rs
30.54 lakh crore (67.8 per cent
of corresponding BE 2023-
24), out of which Rs 23.80
lakh crore is on revenue ac-
count and Rs 6.73 lakh crore
on capital account.

Centre’s fiscal deficit at
55 pc full-year target at

Dec-end 2023: CGA

Govt’s capex thrust key to bridge
infra gap: Former NITI VC 

New Delhi, Jan 31: 
German carmaker Mercedes-
Benz is looking to expand its
presence in the smaller cities
in India where demand for lux-
ury models is expected to grow
robustly over the next few
years. The automaker, which
on Wednesday introduced new
GLA and AMG GLE 53 models,
plans to enhance its sales and
service infrastructure in the
non-metro cities to cater to the
needs of the increasing number
of customers. "We are clearly
seeing that there is a lot of
growth happening in mini met-
ros in India and we are now
increasing customer car parc in
these cities," Mercedes-Benz
India Managing Director & CEO
Santosh Iyer told PTI in an
interaction. To cater to the
needs of the customers, the
company is opening up 20 new
workshops in 10 new cities like
Jammu, Kanpur and Patna, he
added. "So we are very clear
that in these mini metros, cus-
tomers should not be driving a
car for more than two hours to
get the service done. So you
want to go closer to these cus-
tomer pockets," Iyer said. The
penetration of luxury cars in
such cities remains low as
compared to the metros and
thus offers more opportunities
for growth, he noted. For
Mercedes, top metros currently
account for around 70 per cent
of the sales annually. 

Mercedes-Benz 
sets eyes on smaller

cities to fuel 
further growth

Mumbai, Jan 31:  

India's gold demand wit-
nessed on-year decline of 3
per cent at 747.5 tonnes in
2023, and going ahead the
spurt in demand could be
anywhere between 800-900
tonnes, if prices hold out
and are not significantly
volatile, the World Gold
Council said in a report.
The country's total gold de-
mand stood at 774.1 tonnes
in 2022, according to the
World Gold Council (WGC)
Gold Demand Trends re-
port 2023. "India's gold de-
mand in 2023 declined by 3
per cent to 747.5 tonnes,
strongly influenced by ris-
ing gold prices. Although

consumer interest re-
mained high, it lagged
trade sentiment. October's
price correction during
Navratri stimulated a ro-
bust consumer response,
boosting Diwali sales in
November. "However, de-
mand declined in
December as gold prices
resumed an upward trend,
resulting in a 9 per cent
drop in fourth quarter jew-
ellery demand compared
to the same period of
2022," WGC Regional CEO,
India, Somasundaram PR
told PTI.

Price of gold was
volatile throughout 2023,
with the yellow metal
reaching a new high of Rs

61,845 per 10 gm on May 4
in the domestic market
and USD 2,083 an ounce in
global markets, and this
trend continued with the
precious metal reaching
another high of Rs 61,914
per 10 grams in November
16. Looking forward to
2024, India's gold demand
should benefit from ongo-
ing positive economic
conditions and if the
prices hold out are not sig-
nificantly volatile there is
likely to be a big spurt in
demand which could be
anywhere between 800-900
tonnes, he said.

"The subdued demand
range of 700-800 tonnes
since 2019 attributable to

continuous rise in prices,
increase in duties, stock
market outperformance,
near-term elections
spending impact and ac-
ceptance of elevated price
levels, suggest the poten-
tial for a spurt in demand
in the near future.
However, any short-term
impediments to higher de-
mand could arise from an-
other round of sharp
price hikes and volatility
triggered by global fac-
tors," he added.

The total jewellery de-
mand in India dropped by
6 per cent to 562.3 tonnes
in 2023, compared to 600.6
tonnes in the previous
year, the report stated.

Gold demand dips 3 pc to 747.5
tons in 2023 on high prices: WGCMumbai, Jan 31:  

Benchmark equity indices
recovered their previous day's
losses and closed nearly 1 per
cent higher on Wednesday
amid robust buying in HDFC
Bank and Reliance Industries.
Investors are eyeing the two
important events lined up
ahead -- the interim budget
and the US Fed interest rate
decision -- to derive further
cues from. Reclaiming all the
early lost ground, the 30-share
BSE Sensex jumped 612.21
points or 0.86 per cent to set-
tle at 71,752.11. During the
day, it zoomed 711.49 points
or 1 per cent to 71,851.39. The
Nifty climbed 203.60 points or
0.95 per cent to 21,725.70.
"Nifty bounced back from a
weak start and closed with

gains of 204 points at 21,726
levels. Global markets will
keenly await the US Fed's
commentary on the rate cut
timeline. On the domestic
front, investor's focus will be
on the Budget," said
Siddhartha Khemka, Head -
Retail Research, Motilal Oswal
Financial Services Ltd. Among
the Sensex firms, Sun Pharma,
Tata Motors, State Bank of
India, Mahindra & Mahindra,
Maruti, Bajaj Finserv, Power
Grid and UltraTech Cement
were the major gainers. 

Equity markets settle nearly
1 pc higher ahead of Budget



Central Chronicle News

Sukma, Jan 31: The
'Rashtriya Navchari
Shiksha Ratna' Award,
combined with the
Educational Summit 2023,
was a remarkable event or-
ganized by the Innovative
Teachers Group
Chhattisgarh team.

This grand gathering
took place on January 28
at the District Education
and Training Institute in
Raipur, Chhattisgarh,
where approximately 150
teachers from across the
state were celebrated and
their exceptional work
was highlighted.

The event was marked
by the recognition of
Parineeta Kashyap, Sarita
Yadav, and Komal Singh
Thakur, hailing from
Sukma district. These ded-
icated educators were hon-

oured with certificates,
mementos, and pens for
their outstanding contri-
butions to the field of edu-
cation.

Distinguished guests,
including Assistant
Director Dr. M. Sudhish
from the State Project
Office, District Education
Officer Himanshu Bharti,
Raipur District DMC DS
Patle, Dr. SK Jain, Shri LK
Verma, and Dr. Navneeta
Singh from the District
Education and Training
Institute in Raipur, graced
the event with their pres-
ence.

The success of this pres-
tigious program was made
possible through the un-
wavering support of
Vaishali Jhanwar and
Jayamala, who played cru-
cial roles in the seamless
organization of the event.

The group head and dis-

trict team emphasized the
rigorous selection process
that led to the recognition
of educators from
Chhattisgarh and other
states. Over 700 nomina-
tions were received from
across the nation, metic-
ulously reviewed and
shortlisted. The selection
committee conducted in-
terviews with the nomi-
nated teachers and veri-
fied their documents as
evidence of their re-
markable contributions.

Following rigorous
scrutiny by the Higher
Selection Committee and
the district team, the
final list of awardees for
the National Innovative
Education Ratna Award
2023 was unveiled, hon-
oring teachers who have
made exceptional contri-
butions at the grassroots
level.

Unannounced school 
closures spark controversy

Central Chronicle News

Khairagarh, Jan 31: On
Saturday, January 27, the
middle school and primary
school in the village of
Bhotali, located in the
Vananchal area of
Chhuikhadan development
block, were found to be
locked since the morning. It
came to light that the teach-
ers of these schools had de-
clared January 27 as a holi-
day and had issued an order
instructing children not to
attend school.

Similarly, Bhujari
Primary School faced a sim-
ilar predicament. When the
children arrived at the
school on the morning of
January 27, they were met
with silence and no infor-
mation from the teachers
who were supposed to be
present. The tribal children,

after waiting for hours,
eventually returned to their
homes. This episode raised
concerns about the arbi-
trary actions of teachers in
the Vananchal region re-
garding education. While
complaints of such behav-
iour have surfaced before,
this incident highlighted
the unusual practice of de-
claring holidays and locking
the school doors without
any official authorization.

Notably, the administra-
tion had not declared any

holiday for Saturday,
January 27. The absence of
Bhupendra Kumar Sahu
and Chandraprakash
Dhritalhare, teachers post-
ed at Middle School Bhotali,
along with the unavailabili-
ty of Firanta Markam, the
teacher at the Primary
School, further added to the
confusion. In Bhujari, a de-
pendent village of Gram
Panchayat Bhotali, the
school was also found to be
locked, with the head,
Pathak Chhabilal Sahu, and

teacher Hemant Kumar
Sahu both absent on
January 27.

Upon receiving informa-
tion about these school clo-
sures, Sankul coordinator
DR Bharti expressed her
surprise and concern. She
stated that she had not been
informed about the declared
holiday by the teachers and
emphasized that such ac-
tions were incorrect. She
pledged to relay this matter
to higher officials within
the education department,
leaving it to be seen whether
concrete actions will be
taken to address this issue.

Chhuikhadan police launches
road safety campaign

Central Chronicle News

Khairagarh, Jan 31: In
an initiative aimed at pro-
moting road safety and
ensuring the well-being of
drivers, the Chhuikhadan
police, under the vision-
ary leadership of SP
Ankita Sharma and the
invaluable guidance of
Additional SP Neha
Pandey and SDOP
Khairagarh Lalchand
Mohle, launched a com-
prehensive traffic aware-
ness campaign in
Chhuikhadan city.

This noteworthy effort
aligns with the spirit of
National Road Safety
Month 2024, and it saw ac-
tive collaboration with
the dedicated personnel of
the Regional Transport
Office (RTO). Learning li-
censes were facilitated for
eager applicants, and the

team diligently corrected
insurance and various ve-
hicle documents for 36
drivers.

The well-being of 48
drivers received special
attention as they under-
went on-the-spot health
checkups, generously pro-
vided by the skilled med-
ical professionals of CHC

Chhuikhadan. Drivers
were urged to abstain
from driving under the in-
fluence of alcohol, limit
passenger count to ensure
passenger safety, priori-
tize wearing helmets and
seat belts, discourage mi-
nors from taking the
wheel, refrain from using
modified silencers, and

avoid motor stunts.
Detailed information

about obeying traffic sig-
nals and adhering to traf-
fic rules was also shared,
fostering a culture of re-
s p o n s i b i l i t y .
Chhuikhadan police sta-
tion, doctors and RTO em-
ployees were present in
the camp.

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  RAIPUR,  THURSDAY,  FEBRUARY  01,  2024

Drivers receive health checkup and document updates
BEO vows action if
negligence confirmed

No holiday of any kind was de-
clared in the entire district on
Saturday, January 27. If such neg-
ligence has been done in the gov-
ernment schools of Bhotali and
Bhujari, then show cause notice
will be issued to the teachers,
after which appropriate action
will be taken as per rules.

- Ramendra Kumar Dadsena, 
BEO, Chhuikhadan 

Three teachers recognized for their outstanding contributions
Honoured with Rashtriy Navchari Shiksha Ratna 2023

Central Chronicle News

Bijapur, Jan 31: Collector
Anurag Pandey took the
lead in administering a
solemn oath to all officers
on January 30, marking
Drug De-addiction
Resolution Day. The offi-
cers, in a collective display
of commitment, signed
the resolution letter, pledg-
ing their dedication to
transform Chhattisgarh
into a developed state for
the well-being of their
families.

With an unwavering
spirit of celebration, a res-
olute decision was made to
disseminate awareness
about the adverse effects of
drug abuse across all sec-
tions of society.
Additionally, officers
pledged to personally reach

out to individuals grap-
pling with drug addiction,
motivating them to embark
on a path of recovery.

The event witnessed the
participation of key fig-
ures, including Joint
Collector Pawan Kumar
Premi, Incharge CEO
District Panchayat Geet
Kumar Sinha, District
Education Officer Baliram
Baghel, Assistant
Commissioner Tribal KS
Mashram, and senior offi-
cers from various depart-
ments. This united effort,
involving SDMs, Deputy
Collectors, Tehsildars,
CEO Janpad Panchayat,
and CMO of the urban
body, underscores the col-
lective commitment to
combat drug addiction
and build a brighter future
for Chhattisgarh.

Central Chronicle News

Khairagarh, Jan 31: In
a commendable effort to
safeguard the region's
agricultural resources,
the administrative team,
under the guidance of
Collector Chandrakant
Verma, has taken deci-
sive action against illegal
paddy transportation.

During an early morn-
ing inspection on
Monday at the
S a l h e w a r a - R a m p u r
road, located near the in-
terstate border, an ad-
ministrative team inter-
cepted a Mazda vehicle
bearing registration
number CG 08 AU 0531.
Upon inspection, it was
discovered that the vehi-
cle was illegally trans-
porting paddy. The team

seized a total of 200 bags
of paddy, estimated to
weigh 80 quintals.

The driver of the vehi-
cle failed to produce any
valid documents pertain-
ing to the paddy being

transported. In response,
the administrative inves-
tigation team invoked
the Mandi Act and hand-
ed over the case to the
Salhewara police station.

This successful opera-

tion was carried out
with the active participa-
tion of Chhuikhadan
SDM Renuka Ratre,
Tehsildar Amardeep
Anchal, and Food
Inspector Garima Sori.

Successful seizure of illegally transported paddy Collector leads oath to fight drug addiction

Collector spearheads district 
in leprosy-free mission

Central Chronicle News

Bijapur, Jan 31: Collector
Anurag Pandey spear-
headed a significant initia-
tive under the Vikasit
Bharat Abhiyan. At the
district office, he adminis-
tered an oath to all officers,
laying the foundation for
Bijapur to become a lep-
rosy-free district.

During this oath-taking
ceremony, district officials
pledged their unwavering
commitment to the cause.
They declared, "As part of

the Vikasit Bharat
Abhiyan, we, the District
Administration of Bijapur,
solemnly vow to leave no
stone unturned in our mis-
sion to rid our district of
leprosy. Leprosy is a condi-
tion that can be easily diag-
nosed and effectively treat-
ed. We will work relentless-
ly to eliminate the stigma
and discrimination faced
by individuals affected by
leprosy and strive to rein-
tegrate them into the
mainstream of our socie-
ty." This momentous occa-

sion saw the participation
of key figures such as
Joint Collector Pawan
Kumar Premi, Chief
Medical and Health Officer
Dr. Ajay Ramteke, Civil
Surgeon Dr. YK Dhruv,
Incharge CEO District
Panchayat Geet Kumar
Sinha, along with senior
officers from the district
administration, SDMs
from various sections,
Deputy Collectors,
Tehsildars, CEO Janpad
Panchayat, and the CMO of
the urban body.

DMF funds to be utilize for 
district development: Collector

Central Chronicle News

Korba, Jan 31: A signifi-
cant meeting of the man-
agement committee con-
vened under the District
Mineral Institute Trust,
presided over by Collector
Ajit Vasant, highlighted
the importance of respon-
sible utilization of funds
allocated under the
Mineral Development
Fund (DMF).

The Collector stressed
that DMF funds belong
to the government and
should be judiciously
employed for the dis-

trict's develop-
ment projects.

In the meet-
ing, Collector
emphasized the
need for the
concerned de-
partment to ad-
here to govern-
ment regula-
tions, ensuring
both timely
project comple-
tion and con-
struction quali-
ty, as well as adhering to
proper procurement pro-
cedures when utilizing
DMF funds.

Comprehensive verifi-
cation processes must be
in place before final pay-
ments are made, and neg-
ligence in this regard will

not be tolerated, with ap-
propriate action to be
taken in accordance with
government rules.

During the manage-
ment committee meeting
held at the Collectorate
meeting room, the
Collector reviewed vari-

ous agenda
items and
urged the expe-
ditious comple-
tion of long-
pending proj-
ects after fund
approval.

He instruct-
ed that a list of
pending proj-
ects be pre-
pared, and gov-
ernment direc-
tives be strictly

followed in their execu-
tion. Discussions also en-
compassed the allocation
and payment status under
the District Mineral
Trust Institute, the
progress of audits, and
departmental proposals
for the year 2023-24.

The Collector directed
all departmental officers
to adhere to government
tender regulations for
any work approved under
DMF. Any deviation from
the established rules or
negligence would hold the
respective officers ac-
countable.

The meeting witnessed
the participation of
Managing Committee
members, including DFO
Arvind PM, Kumar
Nishant, Corporation
Commissioner Ms.
Pratishtha Mamgai,
District Panchayat CEO
Sambit Mishra,
Additional Collector
Dinesh Kumar Nag, and
various departmental of-
ficers and staff.

Efforts to expedite
pending projects 
in meeting

Nagar Panchayat takes stand
against illegal sand extraction

Central Chronicle News

Dongargaon, Jan 31: The
unchecked and illegal extraction
and sale of sand and minerals
from the city and its vicinity have
raised concerns within the com-
munity. However, a positive de-
velopment emerged when the
Nagar Panchayat team stepped
in to address the issue and con-
fiscated illegally dumped sand
and excavation materials.

The incident involved the
seizure of illegally dumped sand
and excavation materials from

behind Mongra Colony. On
January 29, the Nagar Panchayat
took a strong stand against the il-
legal sand extraction, resulting in
the confiscation of 7 trips of
sand, 4 pieces of equipment
known as "balli," and 8 iron
ramps. The dedicated employees
of the civic body played a crucial
role in this operation. Nagar
Panchayat President Heera
Nishad, Councillor Satish
Vaishnav, CMO D.S. Pal, Nagar
Panchayat employees, and con-
cerned citizens actively partici-
pated in the proceedings.

Notably, the seized materials
were being illegally excavated
from an area close to a riverbank,
and the illegal activities took
place during the night and early
morning hours over the past few
days. Information has also sur-
faced regarding a route from
Shitala Mata temple in the city
leading to the river, where unau-
thorized sand excavation is now
occurring. Officers and employ-
ees are well aware of these activ-
ities; however, it is disheartening
that they often compromise
under the guise of taking action.
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New Delhi, Jan 31 (PTI):

Indian Cricket Board
(BCCI) secretary Jay Shah
was on Wednesday ap-
pointed as the president of
the Asian Cricket Council
for a third consecutive
term.

Shah's extension was
proposed by the Sri Lanka
Cricket president Shammi
Silva for the second time
and the nomination was
unanimously backed by all
the members of the ACC
at its annual general meet-
ing in Bali.

Shah initially assumed
the role in January 2021,
succeeding Bangladesh
Cricket Board President
Nazmul Hassan.

Under Shah's leader-
ship, the ACC successfully
organised the Asia Cup in

T20 format in 2022 and in
ODI format in 2023.

"I am grateful to the
ACC Board for their con-
tinued trust. We must re-
main committed to ensur-
ing the all-round develop-
ment of the sport with a
special focus on regions

where it is still in its infan-
cy. The ACC is committed
to nurturing cricket
across Asia," Shah said in
a release.

"Under Shah's guidance,
the ACC has been instru-
mental in unearthing and
promoting new talent in

cricketing powerhouses
like Bangladesh, India,
Pakistan, and Sri Lanka,"
Silva said.

Pankaj Khimji, chair-
man of Oman Cricket and
vice-president of the ACC,
also extended congratula-
tions on Shah's term.

"Today, stakeholders see
value in investing in tour-
naments that the ACC con-
ducts, and I credit him for
this major transforma-
tion, which will further
fuel the growth of the
game in the region,"
Khimji stated.

Welcoming the reap-
pointment, Hassan said
cricket in Asia will contin-
ue to prosper under Shah's
leadership, emphasising
collaboration with the
ACC in furthering this en-
deavor.

BCCI secy Shah reappointed as ACC
chairman for third successive term

Bangkok, Jan 31 (PTI):

Indian shuttler Kidambi
Srikanth opened his cam-
paign at the Thailand
Masters badminton tour-
nament with a straight
game win over Chinese
Taipei's Wang Tzu Wei
here on Wednesday.

The former world num-
ber toiled hard for 45 min-
utes to get the better of
Wang 22-20 21-19 and enter
the second round.

He will take on compa-
triot Mithun Manjunath
who defeated Hong Kong's
Jason Gunawan 21-17 21-8
in his first round men's
singles match. S Sankar
M u t h u s a m y
Subramanian also started
his campaign with a 21-14
21-17 straight game win
over Leong Jun Hao of
Malaysia. Sameer Verma

made a first round exit,
going down to Hong
Kong's Angus Ng Ka Long
14-21 18-21 while Kiran
George retired after trail-
ing 17-21 in his round of 32
match against China's Lei

Lan Xi. Malvika Bansod
and Ashmita Chaliha
cruised to the second
round of the women's sin-
gles event. While Ashmita
defeated Wong Ling Ching
21-10 21-16, Malivika got

the better of Peru's Ines
Lucia Castillo Salazar 22-20
21-8. Malvika will next face
Thailand's Busanan
Ongbamrungphan, who
knocked out India's Imad
Farooqui Samiya 21-14 21-18.

Srikanth moves to second
round of Thailand Masters

Dubai, Jan 31 (PTI):

Senior India off-spinner
Ravichandran Ashwin
maintained the top spot,
while compatriot Jasprit
Bumrah jumped to fourth
in the latest ICC Test bowl-
ing rankings released on
Wednesday.

Ashwin, who had
grabbed a match haul of
six wickets in India's 28-
run loss in the opening
Test against England, is on
853 rating points, while
pacer Bumrah, who also
claimed half a dozen wick-
ets, rose a rung to fourth.

The third Indian in the
top 10 in the bowling
charts is left-arm spinner
Ravindra Jadeja at num-
ber six.

Jadeja also enjoys a
healthy buffer at the head
of the Test all-rounder

rankings. However, Joe
Root, who has moved up to
fourth place, might chal-
lenge him soon if the
Englland veteran main-
tains his good show with
the ball.

While Root is primarily
known for his batting
skills, the 33-year-old
showcased his handy spin
by taking five wickets in
the Hyderabad Test. He

even opened the bowling
for England in the second
innings.

This effort has seen Root
rise to a new career-high
rating on the list for Test
all-rounders and seen the
evergreen England star
jump one place to fourth.

Root is behind Ashwin
and Shakib-Al-Hasan
while Axar Patel has
dropped a spot to sixth.

Virat Kohli has moved
to sixth and is the lone
Indian among the top 10
batters while Ollie Pope,
who stunned India with a
magnificent 196 in the sec-
ond innings, jumped a
mammoth 20 places to
15th. Pope's England team-
mate Ben Duckett also im-
proved his ranking, gain-
ing five places to 22nd after
knocks of 35 and 47
against India.

Ashwin retains No 1 spot, Bumrah
moves to 4th in ICC Test rankings

Visakhapatnam, Jan 31 (PTI):

England opener Zak
Crawley on Wednesday
said most of his team-
mates have become better
players since embracing
the ultra-aggressive
'Bazball' approach, which
is way more compatible
with their natural game
than the traditional "take-
your-time" strategy.

England upstaged India
by 28 runs in the opening
Test in Hyderabad despite
conceding a 190-run first
innings lead, showcasing a
fighting attitude that
stunned the pre-series
favourites. England are yet
to lose a Test since pio-
neering 'Bazball' under
their New Zealand coach
Brendon McCullum.

"I suppose it ('Bazball')
comes quite naturally as a
lot of our teams are play-

ing more aggressively. The
mindset when I first came
to England was to back-
light or take your time and
build a long innings and I
didn't think that came nat-
urally to me and a few of
the others," Crawley said
in a press conference
ahead of the second Test
starting here on Friday.

"A lot of us play a bit
better under this regime,"
he added.

In contrast, India were
also battling a selection
crisis in addition to find-
ing answers to their poor
performance in
Hyderabad after all-round-
er Ravindra Jadeja and
top-order batter KL Rahul
were ruled out due to in-
juries.

The hosts are already
without mainstay Virat
Kohli, who has opted out
of the first two Tests citing

personal reasons.
Asked what it would

mean for the English
team, Crawley said his
team is more focussed on
its performance and plan-
ning.

"...we haven't spoken
about that. It sounds
cliched but we stick to our
own lead up ... we don't
bother about what they
are doing," Crawley said
when asked if the absence
of the duo is a boost for
England.

"Two very good players
missing out but I'm sure
looking at their depth they
have two very good players
coming in. So, that won't
change anything for us too
much. We're just trying to
play the same, read the
conditions on day one and
see what happens for
there," he added.

India have drafted in

‘Bazball’ comes naturally to us: Crawley

New Delhi, Jan 31 (PTI):

Jasprit Bumrah's work-
load might have increased
in Mohammed Shami's ab-
sence but India's pace
spearhead is in a much
better shape right now in
terms of fitness to handle
the rigours of Test cricket,
feels former all-rounder
Irfan Pathan.

Bumrah, who had a
lower back stress fracture
in 2022, underwent a sur-
gery in New Zealand and
was out of competitive
cricket for a period of 11

months. He returned dur-
ing Ireland T20I series in
August last year and has
remained injury free since
then.

But the absence of
Shami, who is out with a
left ankle injury since his
stellar performance in last
year's ODI World Cup, has
definitely put extra pres-
sure on Bumrah, who is
leading India's attack
against England in the on-
going five-match Test se-
ries.

"Obviously, Shami's ab-
sence does have an effect

but that does not mean
chances of injury will in-
crease for Bumrah. His ac-
tion is absolutely perfect
now," Pathan told PTI TV.

Since his return
Bumrah has increased his
run-up by a step and also a
bigger follow through
which puts less load on the
back because of his sling-
ing action.

Pathan said there is defi-
nitely extra pressure on
Bumrah in Shami's ab-
sence as the

duo share a healthy
bowling partnership.

"When there is pressure
from both sides, whether it
is Shami taking wickets
from one side or Bumrah
working quietly from one
side...

"Bumrah is taking wick-
ets and Shami is working
quietly, their partnership
not only reduces the pres-
sure on each other but also
augurs well for the team,"
the cricketer-turned-com-
mentator said.

Shami’s absence won’t increase
Bumrah’s workload: Irfan Pathan

Visakhapatnam, Jan 31 (PTI):

The likes of Shubman
Gill and Shreyas Iyer de-
serve patience amid their
current poor run, said
India batting coach
Vikram Rathour on
Wednesday, urging his
wards to tackle England's
aggression with intelli-
gence in the second Test
here.

The Indians lost the
opening Test in Hyderabad
by 28 runs despite having a
190-run first innings lead.
England managed to shock
the home favourites with
their 'Bazball' approach
with Ollie Pope scoring a
match-winning 196.

The second Test starts
here on Friday. "There are

young batters in our team
who have not played much
Test cricket. So, we need to
be a bit patient with them.
Batters like (Shubman)
Gill, (Yashasvi) Jaiswal
and (Shreyas) Iyer will
eventually start getting big
runs, I'm sure of it,"
Rathour said at a press
conference here. Although
Jaiswal played a knock of
80 in the first innings of

his fifth Test, Gill and Iyer
failed to fire, continuing
their struggles in the for-
mat. While Gill has played
21 Tests, Iyer has appeared
in 13 five-day games.

Gill hasn't scored a 50 in
his last nine Test innings.
Iyer has been similarly off-
colour. Rathour said he ex-
pects better application
from the side's batters in
second Test where the
home team will once again
miss the services of the re-
doubtable Virat Kohli.

"There's a difference be-
tween playing with intent
and playing attacking
cricket. I want them to play
with intent. If there is the
opportunity to score some
runs, they should take it,"
Rathour said.

Visakhapatnam, Jan 31 (PTI):

England's Ben Foakes
feels Indian wickets are
among the hardest and re-
quire the wicketkeeper to
"think on your feet".

Foakes, who made a Test
comeback after 11 months,
effected the stumpings of a
well-set Ravichandran
Ashwin and Mohammed
Siraj in India's second in-
nings that sealed their epic
28-run win in the opening
Test of the five-match series.

He also scored 34 in a cru-
cial 112-run partnership
with the star of the match
Ollie Pope (196) that gave
England the decisive lead.

"In conditions like this,
it's about trying to think on
your feet and learn because
it's not natural conditions
(for me)," the 30-year-old was
quoted as saying by
'ESPNCricinfo'.

"I've obviously kept away
a lot and kept to spinners,
but I find that Indian pitch-

es, with the variable bounce,
are up there with the hard-
est. "The more extreme the
conditions you know things
are occasionally going to
wrong so you just have to
mentally strong enough to
put it out of your mind," he
added.

The 30-year-old is bracing
up for extreme conditions in
the rest of the series as well.

"There is a good chance
the next one is going to be a
tough one. "You're in the

game, so it's nice as a keeper.
It's obviously a very hard
place to keep, and you're
aware of that. You're going
to have some tough mo-
ments or a tough day. But
you'd rather be in the game
than watching the ball do
nothing in front of you," he
added.

In their tour of India in
2021, England had won the
opening Test only to lose three
in a row in the four-match se-
ries on rank-turners.

Indian conditions up there
with the hardest: FoakesLondon, Jan 31 (PTI):

India wouldn't have lost
the Hyderabad Test to
England if Virat Kohli was
their captain, according to
former English skipper
Michael Vaughan, who be-
lieves Rohit Sharma com-
pletely "switched off" during
the game.

In a dominant position
after taking a 190-run first
innings lead, a Kohli-less
India collapsed to a shock-
ing 28-run defeat in spin-
friendly conditions, handing
England a 1-0 lead in the five
match-series. It was India's
first ever Test loss in
Hyderabad.

Kohli missed the opening
game and will also sit out
the second Test in
Visakhapatnam due to per-
sonal reasons.

"They missed Virat
Kohli's captaincy massively
in Test cricket. Under
Virat's captaincy that week,
India wouldn't have lost the
game," Vaughan said on
YouTube channel 'Club

Prairie Fire'. Vaughan was
critical of Rohit's leadership
during the game. "Rohit is a
legend and a great player.
But I felt he just switched off
completely." Vaughan had
also slammed Rohit for not
being proactive during the
series-opener last week.

"I thought Rohit Sharma's
captaincy was very, very av-
erage. I thought he was so
reactive, I don't think he ma-
neuvered his field or was
proactive with his bowling
changes. "And he didn't
have any answer to Ollie
Pope's sweeps or reverse
sweeps," Vaughan had writ-
ten in his column for 'The
Telegraph'.

India wouldn’t have lost Hyderabad
Test if Kohli was captain: Vaughan

Adelaide, Jan 31 (PTI):

Asian Games bronze
medallist Vishnu
Sarvanan became the first
Indian sailor to qualify for
successive Olympics as he
made the cut for the Paris
Games at the World
Championships here on
Wednesday.

A Subedar from the
Mumbai-based Army
Yachting Node, the 24-
year-old secured qualifica-
tion for the upcoming
Paris Games by by finish-
ing 26th out of 152 partici-
pants in ILCA-7 World
Championship here. He
thus becomes the first
Indian sailor to make the
cut for Paris 2024.

Vishnu secured the top
rank among Asian coun-
tries, surpassing gold
medallists from Singapore
in the Asian Games and
medallists from Hong
Kong and Thailand in the
Continental Qualifiers.

Vishnu concluded the

competition with an over-
all score of 174. Following
the standard rule, his least
score of 49 in a race was
subtracted, resulting in a
his net score of 125.
Vishnu is the 2019 Under-
21 World Championships
bronze medallist.

Sarvanan qualifies for
Paris Olympics in sailing

Need to be patient with likes of
Gill and Iyer: Vikram Rathour

Islamabad, Jan 31 (PTI):

Aisam ul-Qureshi,
Pakistan's most successful
tennis player, does not play
singles on the ATP Tour,
but when national duty de-
mands it, he willingly
takes up the responsibility,
and the Indian team might
have to contend with him
on the opening day of the
Davis Cup World Group I
tie, starting Saturday.

The opening day of the
tie will feature in two sin-
gles, and Aisam could play
in one of those against ei-
ther Ramkumar
Ramanathan or N Sriram
Balaji, who will most like-
ly play on Saturday.

Aisam, 43, had even
played against Indonesia
in the home grass court tie

in September 2023. He also
did the singles duty
against Lithuania (2022),
Japan (2021) and Slovenia
(2020).

"I have always consid-
ered myself to play sin-
gles, but I don't do it every
single time. I am prepar-
ing for everything, singles
and doubles, and the same
goes for everyone in the
team. We will see. We have
one more day of training,"
Aisam told PTI.

Aisam has 41-22 win-loss
record in singles in 48
matches he has played in
44 nominations.

Former Davis Cup cap-
tain Hameed ul Haq also
reckons that if Aisam and
veteran Aqeel Khan play
the singles, the tie won't be
a lop-sided affair.

Aisam drops hints of playing 
singles against India on Saturday
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Mumbai, Jan 31 (PTI): 

A division bench of the
Bombay High Court on
Wednesday delivered a
split verdict on a bunch of
petitions challenging the
amended Information
Technology (IT) Rules
dealing with fake news
against the government on
social media.

While Justice Gautam
Patel agreed with the peti-
tioners’ contentions,
Justice Neela Gokhale up-
held the government’s
side.

“There is a disagree-
ment between us. I have
held for the petitions and
Justice Gokhale has held
for the government. So
now the matter will be

heard afresh by a third
judge,” Justice Patel said
in the courtroom.

The matter would be
placed before the Chief
Justice of the HC who
would assign it to a third
judge.

Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta agreed to
extend for ten days an ear-
lier assurance given to the
court that until the judg-
ment was delivered, the
government would not no-
tify the Fact Checking
Unit (FCU) to be set up
under the amended IT
Rules to identify and flag
off fake, false, and mis-
leading facts on social
media. The bench accept-
ed this statement.

Under the Rules, if the

FCU comes across or is in-
formed about any posts
that are fake, false or con-
tain misleading facts per-
taining to the business of
the government, it would
flag off the same to the so-
cial media intermediaries.

Once such a post is
flagged off, the intermedi-
ary has the option of ei-
ther taking down the post
or putting a disclaimer on
the same. In taking the sec-
ond option, the intermedi-
ary loses its safe harbour/
immunity and stands li-
able for legal action.

Stand-up comedian
Kunal Kamra, the Editors
Guild of India and the
Association of Indian
Magazines filed petitions
against the Rules, terming

them arbitrary and uncon-
stitutional and claiming
that they would have a
chilling effect on the fun-
damental rights of citi-
zens.

The Centre, however,
said it was not against any
kind of opinion, criticism,
satire or humour targeting
the government, and the
Rules were meant to only
proscribe or prohibit ped-
dling of fake, false and
misleading facts on social
media.

On April 6, 2023, the
Union government prom-
ulgated certain amend-
ments to the Information
Technology (Intermediary
Guidelines and Digital
Media Ethics Code) Rules,
2021.

IT Rules On Fake News

Bombay HC’s division bench
delivers split verdict

DISPLAY OF SKILLS

Dog squad of Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) display their skills during the inauguration of ‘Interactive
Museum Exhibits’ at Shivaji Park Metro Station, in New Delhi, Wednesday.

New Delhi, Jan 31:  

Vedanta Aluminium,
India’s largest producer of
aluminium, announces se-
curing the top rank in the
esteemed S&P Corporate
Sustainability Assessment
(CSA) rankings for the alu-
minium industry, for the
assessment period 2023.
This definitive benchmark
reiterates Vedanta
Aluminium’s position as
the world's most sustain-
able aluminium producer,
outperforming its global
peers on Environment,
Social and Governance
(ESG) practices.

The S&P Global
Corporate Sustainability
Assessment (CSA) is an
annual evaluation of com-
panies’ sustainability

practices. It covers over
10,000 companies from
around the world. The
CSA focuses on sustain-
ability criteria that are
both industry-specific and
financially material, and
is considered the premier
external sustainability as-
sessment by leading com-
panies. Previously,
Vedanta Aluminium held
the 2nd rank among alu-
minium industries global-
ly as per the 2022 assess-
ment. Over the past year,
the company achieved a
substantial increase
across all assessed areas,
namely, Environment,
Social and Governance
performance. This has cul-
minated in an increase in
its overall CSA assessment
score, enabling the compa-

ny to secure the top rank
in 2023. Leading compa-
nies across various indus-
tries undergo annual eval-
uations of their sustain-
ability practices. Vedanta
Aluminium scored high
on the assessed criteria,
especially on biodiversity,
occupational health &
safety, social impact,
human rights, talent plan-
ning and water manage-
ment practices.

Aluminium is playing
an increasingly signifi-
cant role in enabling sus-
tainable applications and
aiding entire economies in
decarbonizing their value
chains and enabling the
global energy transition.
Vedanta Aluminium has
committed to achieve Net
Zero by 2050, adopting a

two-fold strategy of reduc-
ing and offsetting its car-
bon footprint. In terms of
reduction, the company is
focused on increasing the
quantum of renewables in
its energy mix, enhancing
its manufacturing excel-
lence to ensure higher op-
erational efficiencies, and
transitioning to low-car-
bon energy sources such
as biofuels. To offset its
residual carbon footprint,
the company is also creat-
ing substantial carbon
sinks through extensive af-
forestation efforts.
Through its operations,
the company is enabling
wider global access to re-
sponsibly produced, high-
quality aluminium to en-
sure a greener future for
the planet.

‘Vedanta Aluminium rated as world’s
most sustainable aluminium producer’

Bengaluru, Jan 31 (PTI): 

Researchers from various
national and international or-
ganisations have discovered a
new species of burrowing
frog in Bengaluru.

Named as 'Sphaerotheca
Varshaabhu', this previously
unknown species of frog has
been thriving amidst the
urban landscape of
Bengaluru.

"The discovery marks a sig-
nificant milestone in biodi-
versity research and under-
scores the resilience of
wildlife in unexpected urban
ecosystems," Chetan Nag K S,
Associate Professor, Jain
University said in a state-
ment. The newly unearthed

amphibian exhibits distinc-
tive characteristics that set it
apart from known frog
species, he said.
Sphaerotheca Varshaabhu,
meaning a genus of frog
which welcomes rain, has
been attributed to its behav-
iour of coming out of bur-
rows during the early show-
ers.

" S p h a e r o t h e c a
Varshaabhu has adapted to
its urban surroundings in
surprising ways, displaying
behaviours and physical at-
tributes that enable it to navi-
gate the challenges posed by
urbanisation. The discovery
emphasises the need for con-
tinued exploration of urban
ecosystems and the preserva-
tion of biodiversity in areas
heavily impacted by human
activities," the statement

read.
The lead researcher

Deepak P stumbled upon the
new frog species during a
routine biodiversity survey
conducted within Bengaluru
city's urban environment.
The team utilised advanced
genetic analysis, morphologi-
cal studies and bioacoustics
to confirm the distinctiveness
of this newly discovered am-
phibian.

Deepak has been quoted as
saying, "This discovery chal-
lenges our preconceptions
about where new species can
be found. The fact that such a
unique frog has been living
right under our noses in the
heart of Bengaluru city is
truly remarkable."

The new species discovery
is an outcome of multi-insti-
tutional collaborations like

Mount Carmel College,
Bengaluru, Zoological
Survey of India (ZSI),
Western Regional Centre
(WRC), Pune, JAIN (Deemed-
to- be-University), Bengaluru,
Institute of Systematics,
Evolution, Biodiversity
(ISYEB), National Museum of
Natural History, CNRS,
Sorbonne University, Paris,
France, Centre for Ecological
Sciences (CES), Indian
Institute of Science,
Bengaluru; Laboratory of
Animal Behaviour and
Conservation, College of
Biology and the
Environment, Nanjing
Forestry University, Jiangsu,
China and Genetics Research
Laboratory, Department of
Zoology, Yuvaraja College,
University of Mysore,
Mysuru.

New species of burrowing frog named
‘Sphaerotheca Varshaabhu’ discovered 

In Bengaluru

Berhampur (Odisha), Jan
31 (PTI): The Sunapur
beach in Odisha's Ganjam
district has achieved the
prestigious Blue Flag certi-
fication for 2023-24 from the
Foundation for
Environment Education
(FEE), Denmark, a nonprof-
it international agency.
This recognition makes
Sunapur the second Blue
Flag beach in Odisha, fol-
lowing Puri, which received
the status in October 2020.

The Blue Flag designa-
tion signifies an eco-
tourism model aimed at
providing beachgoers with
clean and hygienic bathing
facilities, a safe environ-
ment, and sustainable de-
velopment practices.
Awarded to coastal commu-
nities worldwide, the Blue
Flag designation aligns
with the Sustainable

Development Goals (SDGs)
of the United Nations, em-
phasizing the importance of
environmental conserva-
tion, responsible tourism
practices, and the promo-
tion of clean and safe beach
environments.

This acknowledgment
underscores the efforts of
coastal areas to uphold
stringent environmental
standards and contribute to
the broader goals of sus-
tainability and environ-
mental protection.

Acknowledging this
achievement, Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik
highlighted the signifi-
cance of this globally recog-
nised eco-label in promot-
ing cleanliness and tourist-
friendly amenities, thereby
enhancing tourism in the
region.

"Glad to share that

#Sunapur Beach in
#Ganjam, one of the pictur-
esque beaches of #Odisha
has received the prestigious
#Blue Flag certification
from @FEEInt.

This globally recognized
eco-label, by ensuring strin-
gent environmental stan-
dards, cleanliness, and
tourist-friendly amenities
will further boost
tourism#OdishaLeads"
wrote Patnaik on X on
Monday.

Situated at the conflu-
ence of the Bahuda River
and the Bay of Bengal, ap-
proximately 30km from
Berhampur, Sunapur
Beach exemplifies both
natural beauty and sus-
tainable coastal tourism
practices.

Covering an area of 800
metres, Sunapur Blue
Flag Beach offers various

facilities, including special-
ly designed wheelchairs for
differently abled individu-
als, zero liquid waste dis-
charge, lifeguard towers,
trained paramedic staff,
and CCTV and solar light-
ing systems.

Odisha’s Sunapur gets Blue Flag certification for 2023-24

INT’L BOOK FAIR 

Visitors at a stall during the last day of the 47th International Kolkata Book Fair, in Kolkata, Wednesday.

New Delhi, Jan 31 (PTI): 

Five of the six people ar-
rested in the Parliament
security breach case on
Wednesday told a court
that they were allegedly
being tortured by Delhi
Police to accept their asso-
ciation with opposition
parties.

The submission was
made before Additional
Sessions Judge Hardeep
Kaur, who extended the ju-
dicial custody of all the six
accused till March 1.

Five of the accused --
Manoranjan D, Sagar
Sharma, Lalit Jha, Amol
Shinde and Mahesh
Kumawat -- told the court
that they were forced to
sign about 70-odd blank
papers.

"Accused persons were
tortured/given electric
shocks to sign and confess
(to) the commission of
crime under the UAPA
and their association with

national political parties,"
they told the court.

The court sought a
reply from police in the
matter and fixed February
17 for hearing the applica-
tion.

The sixth accused in the
case is Neelam Azad.

In a major security
breach on the anniversary
of the 2001 Parliament ter-
ror attack, Sagar Sharma
and Manoranjan D
jumped into the Lok
Sabha chamber from the
public gallery during Zero
Hour on December 13 last
year, released yellow gas
from canisters and shout-
ed slogans before they
were overpowered by
some MPs.

Around the same time,
two other accused -- Amol
Shinde and Neelam Azad -
- sprayed coloured gas
from canisters while
shouting "tanashahi nahi
chalegi" outside the
Parliament premises.

Tortured to accept Oppn link:
Parl accused to court

New Delhi, Jan 31 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday refused to
allow a 26-year-old
woman, who had lost her
husband in October last
year, to terminate her over
32-week pregnancy, saying
the medical board has
held that there were no ab-
normalities in the foetus.

A bench of Justices
Bela M Trivedi and
Prasanna Bhalachandra
Varale refused to interfere
with the January 23 order
of the Delhi High Court
recalling its earlier ver-
dict of January 4, allow-
ing the woman to termi-
nate her then 29-week-old
foetus.

"It's a 32-week-foetus.
How it can be terminated?
Medical board has also
said that it cannot be ter-
minated. It is a matter of
two weeks, then you can
give it for adoption, if you
want," the bench said.

Advocate Amit Mishra,
appearing for the woman,
said if she is to give birth
then it will be against her
wish and and that she will
have to bear the trauma
throughout her life.

The bench added that
each and every point has
been considered by the
high court, including the
opinion of the medical
board.

"We cannot go beyond
the opinion of the medical
board. The medical board
has opined there is no ab-
normality and it is a nor-
mal foetus," Justice
Trivedi said, adding it has
also been opined that
there is no risk to even to
the petitioner, if she car-
ries on with the pregnan-
cy.

Mishra argued that the
woman is a widow and she
will have to bear a life-
long trauma and the court
should consider her inter-
est.

SC refuses to allow woman to terminate
over 32-week pregnancy
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