
New Delhi, Jan 25
(PTI): Signs of deep-
ening fissures be-
tween Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish
Kumar and his
INDIA bloc allies

have given rise to the pos-
sibility of his return to the
BJP fold amid hectic ef-

forts within the opposition
camp to stall any such de-
velopment. On a day RJD
president Lalu Prasad's
daughter Rohini Acharya
took a swipe at Kumar for
"changing his ideology as
the wind changes its direc-
tion" in posts on 'X' follow-
ing the JD(U) president's
swipe at parties promoting
family members in poli-
tics, a BJP leader well-
versed with the state's poli-
tics said the party will be
guided by its future politi-
cal imperatives, and not
past bitterness.

He, however, noted that
any call has to be taken by
the party's top brass.

The BJP has been show-
ing signs of warming up
to Kumar, who has
swapped his alliance pref-
erence between the saffron
party and the RJD-
Congress-Left camp fre-
quently while remaining
in power, with its leaders
toning down their criti-
cism of him of late and
even praising him at
times. Union Home
Minister Amit Shah him-
self sounded more open to
such a possibility in a re-
cent interview. Asked
about the likelihood of the
Janata Dal (U) president's
return to the BJP-led al-
liance, Shah said the party
will consider if such a pro-
posal is ever made.

Earlier, Shah had often
asserted that the doors
had been closed for
Kumar's return to the
country's ruling alliance.

Bihar's longest-serving
chief minister has been
cut up with the INDIA bloc
for not getting a position
in the alliance commensu-
rate with his stature and
also favours an early as-
sembly poll to go with the
Lok Sabha elections, a sug-
gestion which has not
drawn a positive response
from the RJD, the biggest
party in the state's ruling
alliance, sources said.

JD(U) and RJD leaders
have also been sniping at
each other amid apprehen-
sions among Kumar's sup-
porters that their ally has
been trying to undermine
him in matters of gover-
nance as well as politics.

New Delhi, Jan 25 (PTI):
CBI officers who probed
big corruption cases like
coal and Delhi excise poli-
cy scams and the Nirav
Modi case were among 31
former and serving
agency personnel who

were awarded police
medals by the President
on the occasion of
Republic Day, officials said
on Thursday. Former
Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) joint
director Amit Kumar, who
is now posted as
Chhattisgarh Police ADG,
led the probe into the coal
scam that resulted in con-
victions in a number of
cases. He has been award-
ed the coveted President's
Police Medal for
Distinguished Service,
they said. During his stint
in the CBI, Kumar held
many crucial positions, in-
cluding that of joint direc-
tor (Policy). He was instru-
mental in supervising
probes against online
child sexual abuse, cyber-
crimes and economic
frauds. He also investigat-
ed the Bharatpur riots
case and was part of the G-
20 Anti-Corruption
Working Group (Kolkata,
Rishikesh and Bali), ac-
cording to the officials.
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GREETINGSGREETINGS
Central Chronicle wishes 
its readers, advertisers, 
patrons and well-wishers 
a very 

Happy Republic Day

NoticeNotice
The offices and press of
Central Chronicle will 
remain closed on Friday
26/01/2024 owing to
Republic Day.
Therefore next issue will be
published on Sunday, 
28th January 2024.

MMaannaaggeemmeenntt

New Delhi, Jan 25: 

Addressing the nation
on the eve of the 75th
Republic Day, President
Droupadi Murmu ex-
pressed pride over how far
the country has travelled
despite adversities, calling
the 75th year of the
Republic a "truly historic
milestone" for the nation.

"Tomorrow is the day
when we celebrate the
commencement of the
Constitution. Its Preamble
begins with the words “We,
the People of India”, high-
lighting the theme of the
document, namely, democ-
racy. In India, democratic
system is much older than
the concept of western
democracy. That is the rea-
son why India is called the
'mother of democracy',"
she said.

Calling the time India is
seeing currently as one of

an "epochal transforma-
tion" with the golden op-
portunity to soar to new
heights, President
Droupadi Murmu said the
nation is in the early years
of Amrit Kaal.

"For this, I will appeal to
all my fellow citizens to
abide by our Fundamental
Duties enshrined in the
Constitution. These duties
are essential obligations of
every citizen towards mak-
ing Bharat a developed na-
tion when it completes 100
years of independence.
Here, I think of Mahatma
Gandhi who had rightly
said, 'No people have risen

who thought only of
rights. Only those did so
who thought of duties',"
she said.

President droupadi
Murmu said the
Constituent Assembly had
spent nearly three years
holding detailed discus-
sions on all aspects of gov-
ernance and produced the
great founding document
of our nation - the
Constitution of India.
"Today, the nation grateful-
ly remembers the leaders
as well as the officials who
contributed to the framing
of our splendid and inspir-
ing Constitution," she said.
In her speech to the nation,
President droupadi
Murmu called the late
Karpoori Thakur, who has
been conferred the Bharat
Ratna this year, "a tireless
champion of social justice"
and "greatest advocates of
backward classes".

PREZ  R-DAY ADDRESS

‘75th year a 
historic milestone’

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJaann  2255  ((PPTTII))::
President Droupadi Murmu will
lead India in celebrating the
75th Republic Day with an
imposing display of its rising
military might and rich cultural
heritage during a 90-minute
parade at the majestic Kartavya
Path on Friday.
The grand celebrations, with an
overarching theme of project-
ing the nation's women power

and democratic values, will be
graced by French President
Emmanuel Macron as the chief
guest. The armed forces will
display an array of home-grown
weaponry and military equip-
ment such as missiles, drone
jammers, surveillance systems,
vehicle-mounted mortars and
BMP-II infantry combat vehi-
cles at the parade. For the first
time, an all-women tri-services

contingent will be part of the
country's biggest ceremonial
event. In another historic first,
Lieutenants Deepti Rana and
Priyanka Sevda, who are
among 10 women officers com-
missioned into the Regiment of
Artillery for the first time last
year, will lead the Swathi
weapon locating radar and
Pinaka rocket system at the
parade.

India to celebrate 75th R-Day with grand 
display of military might, women power

French Prez joins
PM in roadshow

JJaaiippuurr,,  JJaann  2255  ((PPTTII))::  Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
French President Emmanuel
Macron took part Thursday in
a roadshow in the Pink City,
where the visitor was present-
ed a replica of Ayodhya's Ram
temple and offered masala
chai from a teashop before the
leaders sat down for bilateral
talks. Macron, who is the chief
guest at the Republic Day cele-
brations in Delhi on January
26, also visited the hilltop
Amber Palace, Jantar Mantar
observatory and Hawa Mahal
in a carefully curated tour that
ended at an iconic palace-
turned-hotel.
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Amid rift in INDIA bloc

31CBI officers get 
police medals on R-Day
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RRaaiippuurr,,  JJaann  2255::

On the occasion of Republic
Day, the Central Government
has announced to award 39
officers and employees of
Chhattisgarh Police
Department with Police
Gallantry Medal, Distinguished
Service Medal and Meritorious
Service Medal. Senior police
officials in the state said that
out of 39 police personnel, 26
will be awarded Police
Gallantry Medal for meritori-
ous services, 2 will be awarded
President’s Police Medal for
distinguished services and 11
personnel will be awarded
Police Medal for meritorious
services.

They informed that Hemant
Kumar Patel, Sub Inspector,
Balodabazar, Malik Ram,
Inspector, Kanker, Sukku Ram
Nam, Sauni, Narayanpur,
Santosh Chandan, Head

Constable, Narayanpur, Saket
Kumar Banjare, Sub Inspector
Hall Inspector, Bijapur, Bhuvan
Singh Bora, Platoon
Commander Hall Company
Commander 21st Battallion,
Balod, Sanjay Pal, Sub
Inspector, Bijapur, Dharam
Singh Tulavi, Sub Inspector,
Bijapur, Virendra Kanwar, Sub
Inspector, Bijapur, Patiram
Podiyami, Deputy Inspector,
Bijapur, Dilip Kumar Wasnik,
Platoon Commander, STF,
Martyr Ramesh Jurri, Head
Constable, Bijapur, Martyr
Ramesh Korsa, Constable,
Bijapur, Martyr Subhash
Nayak, Constable, Bijapur,
Martyr Ramdas Korram,
Constable, STF, Martyr
Jagatram Kanwar, Constable,
STF, Martyr Sukh Singh,
Constable, STF, Martyr
Ramashankar Singh,
Constable, STF, Martyr
Shankar Nag, Constable, STF,

Martyr Kishore Endrick,
Assistant Constable, Bijapur,
Martyr Sankuram Sodhi,
Assistant Constable, Bijapur,
Martyr Bosaram Kartami ,
Assistant Constable, Bijapur,
Dharam Singh Tulavi, Sub
Inspector, Bijapur, Shiv Kumar
Ramteke, Head Constable,
Bijapur, Channu Ram Poyam,
Constable, Bijapur, Shri
Gautam Korsa, Constable
Bijapur, Police Gallantry Medal
for distinguished services. 

Amit Kumar, Additional
Director General of Police
(Intelligence)Nava Raipur,
Kanhaiya Lal Dhruv, Deputy
Inspector General of Police
(Naxal Operations) Nava
Raipur will be awarded the
President’s Police Medal.

Similarly, for his commend-
able services, DR Anchala,
Commandant, Dhanora,
District Balod, Neha Pandey,
Additional Superintendent of

Police, District Khairagarh-
C h h u i k h a d a n - G a n d a i ,
Yesheshwari Yerewar, Deputy
Superintendent of Police, SB,
Raipur, Tikaram Kurre,
Assistant Commandant,
Bhiragaon, Kanker, Mahesh
Shukla, APC, Raigarh, James
Lakra, Company Commander,
Sakri-Bilaspur, Om Prakash
Sahu, Sub Inspector Nava
Raipur, Uday Singh Sidar,
Head Constable,  Bijapur,
Mahendra Kumar Pathak, Sub
Inspector, Hall District
Narayanpur, Manoj Kumar
Sahu, Assistant Sub Inspector,
District Bastar, Devi Sharan
Singh, Head Constable Nava
Raipur will be awarded Police
Medal for meritorious servic-
es. Director General of Police
Ashok Juneja has extended
hearty greetings to all the
police officers and employees
awarded with medals and their
families.

Ch’garh’s 39 police personnel
to be awarded police medals

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJaann  2255::

Chhattisgarh Energy
Conservation Building Code
(CECBC) has been created to
promote energy conservation by
making necessary improve-
ments in the design and struc-
ture of new commercial build-
ings in Chhattisgarh. This code
will improve the energy efficien-
cy of new commercial buildings.
This code will prove useful for
reducing electricity consump-
tion as well as for environmental
protection. The use of renew-
able energy will also be encour-
aged in this new code. With the
help of State Renewable Energy
Development Agency (CREDA)
and Bureau of Energy
Efficiency, Government of India,
Chhattisgarh, a stakeholders’
meeting was organized to pro-

vide detailed information about
the Chhattisgarh Energy
Conservation Building Code.
Chief Executive Officer Rajesh
Singh Rana said that Energy
Conservation Building Code is
an important regulatory meas-
ure in bringing energy efficiency
in commercial buildings and
new buildings. The energy
requirement of buildings con-
structed using this code will be
reduced by 25 to 30 percent. He
said that notification of the rules
of energy conservation building

code is under process.
Implementation of this code will
result in saving of at least 3
crore units of electricity per
year through new commercial
buildings. He also said that this
has to be included in the build-
ing rules, building permission
process and SOR with the coop-
eration of stakeholders.
Speaking at the programme,
Managing Director of
Chhattisgarh State Electricity
Distribution Company, Manoj
Khare said that since most of

the thermal power plants are
coal based and the electricity
produced in the state is export-
ed to many other states, the
burden of carbon emissions
through the industrial sector is
already high. These emissions
are increasing due to the devel-
opment of Chhattisgarh’s build-
ing construction sector and
infrastructure. To save our envi-
ronment, energy efficiency ini-
tiatives should be implemented
in various sectors like indus-
tries, buildings, transport, dis-
coms and municipalities. The
cumulative savings of each sec-
tor would be able to achieve
substantial savings in green-
house gas emissions.

At the meeting,  Mohit
Tripathi, Sustainability
Consultant and Building Energy
Expert, Design Occupancy
Services, Jaipur, made a techni-
cal presentation on how to move
forward for an integrated
approach from all stakeholders
for the implementation of
CGECBC in the state.

Energy Conservation Building Code will be
implemented in new commercial buildings

Energy Conservation
Building Code 
information given to
stakeholders by CREDA

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJaann  2255:: 2019 batch
Indian Administrative Services
(IAS) Officer Amit Kumar has
been posted as new
Commissioner of Bilaspur
Municipal Corporation in a
minor reshuffle involving 7 IAS
Officers here on Thursday.
Similarly, the Ambikapur
Municipal Commissioner
Abhishek Kumar has been
transferred to Jashpur as Chief
Executive Officer of Jaspur
District Panchayat whereas the
present incumbent Sambit
Mishra has been shifted to
Korba as District Panchayat
CEO. Sub Divisional Officer
(Revenue) Bemetara Suruchi
Singh has been transferred to
Rajnandgaon as District
Panchayat CEO whereas

Mahasamund Assistant
Collector Hemant Ramesh
Nandanwar has been made
Bijapur Panchayat CEO,
Baloda Bazar SDO (Revenue)
Roma Shrivastava has been
shifted to Dhamtari as
Panchayat CEO and SDO
Mungeli Akansha Siksha
Khalko has been made CEO of
Narayanpur District Panchayat.

CG Assembly to
be open for 

citizens on R-Day
Raipur, Jan 25: Republic
Day will be celebrated
with enthusiasm, enthusi-
asm and gaiety on
January 26, 2024 in the
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly Secretariat.
Flag hoisting will take
place in the assembly com-
plex at 8.30 am. Attractive
illumination has been
done in the Assembly
building on the occasion
of Republic Day. The
Assembly building has
been kept open for citizens
from 10.00 am to 5.00 pm.

Amit Kumar posted Bilaspur
Municipal Commissioner
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KKoorrbbaa,,  JJaann  2255:: Member of
Parliament, Jyotsna Charandas
Mahant, enthusiastically par-
ticipated in various programs
organized throughout the dis-
trict on January 22 to celebrate
the consecration of Shri Ram.
The day was marked with puja
aarti, distribution of books
from Ramcharit Manas, and
Sunderkand.

MP Jyotsna Mahant played a
central role in the district-level
event organized by the district
administration at the Shri Ram
Janaki Temple in Budhwari.
Here, she led the worship of
Ramlalla and the Shri Ram
Darbar, performing the sacred
Aarti. She also extended her
prayers at the Hanuman tem-
ple situated at Kosabari
Chowk. Throughout the day,

she actively participated in
several events, including
Sunderkand recitation at Shri
Ram Darbar on DDM Road, a
vibrant Kalash Yatra in Pt. Ravi
Shankar Shukla Nagar, and
various ceremonies in MP
Nagar, Shivaji Nagar, Tulsi
Nagar, and Sai Krishna Palace.
She also made a visit to TP
Nagar to join the festivities.

In a show of devotion,
Jyotsna Mahant took the
opportunity to seek blessings
by visiting the Shri Ram Janaki
Temple on the main road and
the Shri Ram Hanuman Temple
at the old bus stand. These
occasions were attended by
dignitaries such as Mayor
Rajkishore Prasad, Chairman
Shyamsundar Soni, Usha
Tiwari, Sapna Chauhan, Rupa
Mishra, and local villagers.

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJaann  2255::  The Central
Mine Safety Directorate of the
Government of India has
awarded Chhattisgarh State
Power Generation Company
Limited for its outstanding per-
formance, marking the second
consecutive year of this
achievement. In 2023, the
company received the top
honor in the category of open-
cast mines with a capacity of 2
to 5 million tons.
Additionally, the company
secured first place in three
more categories: General
Safety, Illumination, and Dust
Separation. It also earned sec-
ond place awards in three dif-
ferent categories: Mining
Operations, Dump

Management, and Reclamation
& Innovation.
Chairman P. Dayanand of the
Power Company congratulated
the dedicated team for their
exceptional accomplishments.
The trophy was officially pre-
sented to Chairman P.
Dayanand at Seva Bhavan in
Danganiya, the headquarters
of Chhattisgarh State Power
Companies. Notable attendees
included Managing Director SK
Katiyar, Executive Director
(Civil-Project-1) MR Bagde,
and Additional Chief Engineer
(Civil-Mining Agent) D Nath.
The Directorate General of
Mine Safety conducts an annu-
al comprehensive review of all
coal blocks in Chhattisgarh,

recognizing excellence in vari-
ous categories. The award cer-
emony was organized by the
Directorate General of Mine
Safety, South Eastern
Coalfields Limited, NTPC, and
private sector coal institutions,
with Director General Prabhat
Kumar and SECL CMD
Premsagar Mishra as chief and
special guests, respectively.
In 2023, the Generation
Company excelled in four cate-
gories, earning the top prize
for overall performance and
three second prizes. A cash
prize of Rs 25,000 was award-
ed for innovative safety prac-

tices. Managing Director
Katiyar highlighted the compa-
ny's commitment to safety
standards and achieving zero
accidents during five years of
continuous coal excavation.
The Generation Company,
overseeing the Gare Palma
coal mine since 2019-20, sup-
plies coal to the Atal Bihari
Vajpayee Thermal Power
Station Madwa (1000 MW).
The coal excavation in Gare
Palma Sector-III is carried out
by GP III CL (Gare Palma III
Company Limited) under the
vigilant supervision of
Generation Company officials.
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Bilaspur, Jan 25: 

In a compassionate and
inspiring visit, Collector
Avnish Sharan embarked
on an inspection tour of
Child Care Home, Girls
hostel, and the Sakhi One
Stop Center situated in
Sarkanda. His mission is
to ensure the well-being
and bright future of the
children residing in these
institutions.

Sharan engaged with
the young residents, delv-
ing into their living condi-
tions and dietary prefer-
ences. He meticulously ex-
amined the quality of food
prepared in the kitchens,
guaranteeing top-notch
nourishment for the
youngsters. In response to
the children's request, he
granted approval for com-
puter sets funded by DMF.

The day commenced
with an inspection of the
Child Care Home, housing
29 children. Here, the
Collector engaged in can-
did conversations with the
children, inquiring about
the amenities provided to

them. Responding to their
aspirations, he promptly
sanctioned the acquisition
of five computer sets, com-
plete with printers, within
a week. During their inter-
action, the Collector en-
couraged the children to
set ambitious goals for
their futures and com-
mended them for their pa-
triotic performances,
which were met with
praise and motivation.

The Collector left no
stone unturned, meticu-
lously evaluating the chil-

dren's living spaces, din-
ing areas, storage rooms,
and kitchens. He ensured
that the food served ad-
hered to the prescribed
menu. Archana Chauhan,
the Superintendent,
shared that breakfast in-
cluded puri and chickpea
curry, while lunch com-
prised pulses, rice, pota-
toes, eggplants, and salads.

Moving on to the Place
of Safety and the Special
Home, housing 15 chil-
dren, the Collector was
greeted with bouquets and

handmade gifts crafted by
the children themselves.
He promptly urged the
Women and Child
Development Department
officer to provide vocation-
al training to the young-
sters and sanctioned the
acquisition of five comput-
er sets via the DMF.

The Government Girls
Observation Home was
the final stop, accommo-
dating 35 girls aged 6 to 18
from various districts.
Superintendent Jyoti
Tiwari briefed the
Collector on the facilities
provided to the girls, and
he stressed the impor-
tance of their safety. The
Collector emphasized the
need to restrict outsiders'
access and immediately
approved necessary re-
pairs for the building, urg-
ing swift commencement
of the work. He encour-
aged the girls to dream big
and authorized the provi-
sion of five computer sets,
along with printers, with-
in a week, opening doors
to a brighter future for
these young individuals.

Collector visits child care
center and girls hostel

Lara, Jan 25: 

Under observance of
road safety month, a mass
safety pep-talk organised
at NTPC Lara on 25th
January 2024. Akhilesh
Singh, Head of Project
(Lara) administered safety
pledge to all contractual
workers working inside
NTPC Lara plant. Singh
also advised to follow all
safety procedures and
properly inspect the work
area before commence-
ment of work. If they feel
any sign of lack of safety,
they should not move
ahead with their mission.
Around 1000 contract

labourers participated in
this occasion. At NTPC
Lara, January month is
observed as road safety
month. Information's re-
lated to road safety is dis-
seminated to employees
and contact workers. On
this occasion, welding
aprons were distributed to

those contract workers en-
gaged in welding and cut-
ting jobs. As an initiative
towards inculcating safety
culture among all, at
NTPC Lara safety steward
has been nominated
among the contract work-
ers. They inform safety de-
partment on any safety

hazard at workplace. To
motivate the safety stew-
ard's smart safety stew-
ards were awarded by
Akhilesh Singh, Head of
Project.

On this occasion Rajeev
Ranjan, General Manager
(Maintenance), SK Roy,
General Manager
(Operation), Ravi Shankar,
General Manager
(Project), SK Swain,
General Manager (Fuel
Management), Ranjan
Kumar, Additional
General Manager (Safety),
Head of departments, em-
ployees and contract work-
ers were present on this
occasion.

Mass safety pep-talk organised under road safety month at NTPC 

Bilaspur, Jan 25:  

Commissioner Shikha
Rajput Tiwari and IG
Ajay Yadav orchestrated
a pivotal meeting with
Collectors and SPs across
the division via Video
Conferencing, advocating
decisive action against
noise pollution. The top
officials have issued ex-
plicit directives for vigi-
lant monitoring and
stringent enforcement to
curb the growing menace
of noise disturbances.

Among the key instruc-
tions, authorities are
mandated to maintain a
relentless watch on noise
levels and promptly regis-
ter cases for violations.

Emphasizing compliance
with both the Motor
Vehicle Act and Noise
Act, the focus lies on the
confiscation of vehicles
associated with noise vio-
lations. Furthermore, of-
ficials are instructed to
utilize CrPC 133 and the
Indian Civil Defense
Code, coupled with sub-
stantial fines for cases in-
volving modified vehicles
and silencers.

Commissioner Tiwari
underscored the impor-
tance of maintaining a
comprehensive database
of DJs, categorized by po-
lice station, which in-
cludes information on
owners, pressure horns,
silencer suppliers, me-

chanics, and more. To
bolster evidence for en-
forcement, sound meas-
uring instruments and
videography will be em-
ployed.

Additionally, authori-
ties are tasked with iden-
tifying festival locations,
silence zones, and other
noise-sensitive areas.
Joint task forces will
swiftly take action, pre-
senting compelling evi-
dence in the appropriate
courts. The initiative ex-
tends to processions, ral-
lies, festivals, weddings,
and other mass gather-
ings, where evidence col-
lection and enforcement
will be executed promptly
and efficiently.

Commissioner-IG's virtual meeting
spurs crackdown on noise pollution

Stricter measures enforced to curb sound pollution

Truck drivers receive
inputs on safety 
and livelihood

BBiillaassppuurr,,  JJaann  2255:: Castrol India
Limited, India's premier lubricant
manufacturer, has embarked on its
next endeavour to empower Indian
truck drivers with the launch of its
purpose-led initiative, 'Castrol CRB
TURBOMAX Pragati Ki Paathshaala'.
The initiative is aimed at spurring
entrepreneurial zeal and enhancing
professional competencies of truck
drivers with its on-ground leg target-
ed to upskill over 10,000 truckers
across India. With two days of on-
ground Paathshaalas in Bilaspur, the
'Castrol CRB TURBOMAX Pragati Ki
Paathshaala' initiative has upskilled
over 393 truck drivers through
insightful and interactive knowledge
sessions.  The initiative's on-site
camp in Bilaspur comprised engag-
ing educational and entertaining
activities for truck drivers in the city.
The knowledge sessions were organ-
ised to upskill truckers in four key
aspects - Driving Safety, Truck
Ownership, New Technology, and
Business Profitability--empowering
them to #BadhteRahoAagey.
Sandeep Sangwan, Managing
Director of Castrol India, said, "The
trucking community has always
been an integral part of Castrol
India, and we have been continuous-
ly striving to ensure their safety and
livelihood through transformative
initiatives. With this initiative, we
want to empower and inspire truck
drivers to become 'Chalak Se
Malak'. We are thrilled to receive an
encouraging response from Bilaspur
which has encouraged us to organ-
ise such programmes in the future
for the well-being of the trucking
community."  

Power Company’s Gare Palma coal mine gets four first awards

MP Jyotsna Mahant joins 
consecration programs of Ramlalla



T he political landscape in India is no stranger to heated exchanges
and personal jibes, but the ongoing tussle between Rahul Gandhi

and Mamata Banerjee is taking the rivalry to new heights. As Rahul
Gandhi embarks on his ambitious Manipur-Mumbai yatra, aimed at cov-
ering 100 Lok Sabha seats, he finds himself facing not just political oppo-
sition, but also a formidable challenge from within his own party's past.
The bitterness between Rahul Gandhi and Assam Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma, who once shared the same political platform, has escalat-
ed to a point where personal egos seem to have eclipsed rational dis-
course. It all began during Gandhi's Kanyakumari-to-Kashmir Bharat
Jodo Yatra, which concluded last year. Sarma, known for his sharp wit,
took a swipe at Gandhi's appearance, likening him to the late Iraqi dicta-
tor Saddam Hussein. In response, the Congress retorted that Sarma was
merely acting like an online troll. Fast forward to the present, and the
Assam leg of Gandhi's Bharat Jodo Nyay Yatra has taken an even nastier
turn. Gandhi, now calling Sarma the country's most corrupt Chief
Minister, has found himself embroiled in legal troubles for allegedly in-
citing a crowd during an event in Guwahati. Sarma, on the other hand,
has threatened to have Gandhi arrested after the upcoming Lok Sabha
elections. This acrimony between former allies paints a stark picture of
the political climate. While Gandhi's yatra initially seemed like a promis-
ing outreach effort before the elections, the situation has grown more
complicated as it enters West Bengal. Mamata Banerjee, the feisty Chief
Minister of the state, has made it abundantly clear that her party, the
Trinamool Congress (TMC), intends to contest all 42 Lok Sabha seats in
West Bengal independently. This stance has disrupted the seat-sharing
plans of the 28-party INDIA bloc, overshadowing Gandhi's yatra.
Negotiating political alliances requires finesse and a willingness to com-
promise, yet the tough posturing from both sides threatens to derail any
prospects of cooperation. As Rahul Gandhi navigates this treacherous
political terrain, his ability to employ diplomacy and reconciliation will be
put to the test. The paramount goal right now is to "INDIA jodo," to unite
India under a common banner. However, the clashes between prominent
leaders within the opposition do not bode well for the larger cause of uni-
fying the nation against the ruling party. In an era where unity and col-
laboration are essential to counterbalance the dominant political force,
the ongoing animosity between Rahul Gandhi and Mamata Banerjee
serves as a stark reminder of the challenges ahead. In the realm of poli-
tics, personal egos and rivalries have the potential to overshadow the
greater good. As the Lok Sabha elections draw near, it remains to be
seen whether these two leaders can set aside their differences and work
towards a shared vision for India. The fate of the opposition's unity and
the electoral landscape itself may hinge on their ability to do so.

Yash Pal Ralhan

I ndia has taken a giant leap towards a brighter and more sustain-
able future. The government's recent announcement of the

Pradhan Mantri Suryodaya Yojana, aimed at installing rooftop solar
power systems in one crore households, marks a significant milestone in
the nation's energy journey. With a relentless need to reduce its heavy
reliance on petroleum product imports, India's renewed focus on solar
energy couldn't have come at a better time. This endeavour is not
India's first foray into solar energy. In 2014, the government launched
the Rooftop Solar Programme with the ambitious goal of achieving 40
gigawatts (GW) of cumulative installed capacity by 2022. Despite an ex-
tension until 2026, the target remained elusive. Now, the Pradhan
Mantri Suryodaya Yojana represents a fresh attempt to realize that 40
GW dream, with the potential to transform the nation's energy land-
scape. The impact of this scheme extends far beyond the promise of re-
duced electricity bills for the middle class and impoverished citizens. It
aligns seamlessly with India's aspiration to attain self-reliance in the en-
ergy sector. As of December 2023, India boasts a solar power installed
capacity of approximately 73.31 GW, with rooftop solar contributing
11.08 GW to this impressive figure. Rajasthan leads the pack with 18.7
GW in total solar capacity, closely followed by Gujarat with 10.5 GW. In
the rooftop solar capacity arena, Gujarat is the front-runner with 2.8
GW, trailed by Maharashtra at 1.7 GW. These statistics underscore solar
power's integral role in India's renewable energy capacity, which cur-
rently stands at around 180 GW. According to the International Energy
Agency's World Energy Outlook, India is poised to experience the most
substantial growth in energy demand globally over the next three
decades. This necessitates the development of a reliable energy source
beyond coal plants. India's commitment to achieving 500 GW of renew-
able energy by 2030 underscores the urgency of expanding its solar
power capacity. From less than 10 MW in 2010, India's solar capacity has
surged to a remarkable 70.10 GW by 2023. Prime Minister Modi's an-
nouncement of a solar energy scheme for the poor and low-income
groups, immediately following the Ram Temple ceremony, demon-
strates the government's genuine commitment to the cause. This initia-
tive is not a mere political stunt, but a sincere endeavor to harness the
abundant sunshine that graces India for 250-300 days each year.
Mobilizing residential power consumers across the nation to adopt solar
systems on a large scale is part of the government's strategy to capital-
ize on this natural advantage. A report by the Council on Energy,
Environment, and Water, released in November 2023, reveals that over
25 crore households in India possess the potential to install a staggering
637 GW of solar energy capacity on rooftops. Despite this vast potential,
only 2.7 GW is currently installed in the residential sector. This discrep-
ancy emphasizes the urgent need to make grid-connected solar rooftop
power systems accessible and manageable for all, especially in rural
areas where electricity supply remains erratic. The benefits of solar en-
ergy are manifold. It provides a domestic and abundant source of ener-
gy, reducing dependence on foreign imports and enhancing energy se-
curity. Furthermore, solar energy is clean, renewable, and free from car-
bon emissions and pollutants. Its widespread adoption can significantly
diminish India's reliance on fossil fuels, combat greenhouse gas emis-
sions, and contribute to the fight against climate change. India, as one
of the most vulnerable countries to climate change, has a crucial role to
play in fulfilling its international commitments under the Paris
Agreement. By embracing solar energy, the nation can aspire to achieve
its net-zero target by 2070, demonstrating its unwavering dedication to
a sustainable and resilient future. The Pradhan Mantri Suryodaya Yojana
is not just a scheme; it is a catalyst for transformation. It represents
India's determination to lead the way in renewable energy, to secure its
energy future, and to protect the planet. With the power of the sun at its
disposal and the government's sincere intent, India is poised for a solar
revolution that will light up homes, create jobs, and leave a lasting lega-
cy for generations to come.

E ach time a political party in
power is unable to withstand

public criticism; it considers tighten-
ing the screw on the media. The free-
dom of the press depends upon free
functioning of government. So the
government should try to keep the
press free. Only a free press can serve
the people best. There is lot of contro-
versy about freedom of Press. What
would be the duty of the Press, if it
finds that the administrative machin-
ery of a particular government is
sloth, or its economic policy is ex-
tremely sluggish and the government
would not care to implement the
promises made to the electorate ? 

In such a case a responsible news-
paper would surly criticize the inac-
tion of that government ? If the news-
paper confines its journalistic activi-
ties only by publishing the official
press-notes, then which agency

would point out the lapses of the gov-
ernment ? Highlighting lapses of the
government is surely the duty of re-
sponsible journalists. The press has
been given the responsibility of
checking and balancing the adminis-
tration and the government.
Whenever there is a social evil lurking
or corruption and oppression hap-
pens, the press is the first one to raise
a voice.

In fact, a very senior and well
known journalist wrote almost in
identical forms a letter to Mrs Indira
Gandhi during the emergency period
in 1974. He drew her attention to the
restriction imposed on newspapers. A
conscientious journalist must weigh
the viewpoints very carefully and
draw his own conclusion independ-
ently. But, what Mrs Gandhi’s
Sachivalaya wrote in reply is also re-
markable: “Because of the restric-
tions imposed on newspapers, situa-

tion in the entire country has changed
during the past days. Freedom of
Press is only a part of the freedom of
individuals and all over the world in
times of emergency this freedom is
curbed. Besides, the Press has used
the freedom of press in an unwanted
manner. Not only false and mischie-
vous reports have found its way in the
Press, but these have been innumer-
able instances of inadvertent and ma-
licious writings in mass newspapers.”

Now a journalist must carefully
study both points of view and he
should shape his own career as per
the dictates of his own conscience.
Mrs Gandhi’s father, Mr Jawahar Lal
Nehru was of course extremely liber-
al. He once said, “I am against any
sort of restrictions on Press, in spite
of the fact that I know there is danger
in such a policy.” But if followed as
advocated by Nehru, there may
emerge a situation in the state which
might be difficult to manage.
Irresponsible men in the profession of
‘Journalism’ are those who may cause
national or international complica-
tions by scurrilous and irresponsible
writings. Thus the question arises
whether reasonable restrictions on
press’s freedom are desirable or a
complete press freedom is desirable ?

DDoo’’ss  &&  ddoonn’’ttss  ffoorr  aa  ssccrriibbee
Libel, defamation, contempt and

privilege motion-these four items are
the danger points in a reporter’s work.
Every reporter must be cautious while

writing the report about these four
danger points. If per chance the re-
porter commits any mistake in his re-
ports which may be libelous, defama-
tory or contempt of court or may in-
vite a privilege motion in a legislature,
it may endanger his paper, his editor,
printer and the reporter himself. A re-
porter must be cautious whether he
has written anything about anyone
which may be defamatory or which
may be construed as contempt of
court or which may invite a privilege
motion in a legislature. He should al-
ways try to avoid these danger points
while writing his report.

Freedom of press is essential for
smooth functioning of democracy.
Whenever an administration tried to
shackle the Press, people’s revolt
took place. But the press too has huge
responsibility on its shoulders. They
must be neutral. On the name of right
to free expressions, they can not mis-
use their power by publish anything,
which is against the soul and sover-
eignty of the nation and its people.
Article 19(1A) and 19(2) of the Indian
constitution provides proper safe-
guard for freedom of speech & ex-
pression and reasonable restrictions
on anti-national and anti-constitution-
al expressions.

((AAuutthhoorr  iiss  aa  tteecchhnnooccrraatt  aanndd  eedduuccaa--
ttiioonniisstt..  HHee  ssttuuddiieedd  JJoouurrnnaalliissmm  aanndd

MMaassss  CCoommmmuunniiccaattiioonn  aatt  PPaattnnaa
UUnniivveerrssiittyy))
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Bharat Jodo Nyay
Yatra Faces Obstacles

Rahul Gandhi's Bharat Jodo Nyay
Yatra, which started in Manipur, has
entered its second week. Rahul
Gandhi intends to march across the
country with the message of rule of
law and justice, love, harmony, unity,
and goodwill, is facing obstacles
every step of the way. Banning ac-
cess to temples and universities is a
scare tactic, but Rahul is not afraid of
it. This attitude of Rahul Gandhi has
become disturbing for his oppo-
nents. They do not want the mes-
sage of secularism, brotherhood,
love, peace, and harmony to be
prevalent again and the people of
India to live together. If this hap-
pens, the politics of polarization will
end, and his government will face se-
rious threats. Therefore, obstacles
are being erected against Rahul
Gandhi at every step. It is showing by
signs that Rahul is going to face a lot
of trouble in this second yatra; it re-
mains to be seen how well Rahul
manages to deal with it.

KKaarraann  SSiinngghh,,  CChheennnnaaii

Adopt Sustainable
clothing

Our clothing is made mostly of
non-environmentally friendly materi-
als. We rarely know anything about
the global environmental destruction
it causes. Nearly 10% of global car-
bon emissions are attributed to the
fashion business, according to a
United Nations assessment. Aside
from that, the textile industry uses
the second most water. It is impor-
tant to educate young shoppers
about the risks associated with fast
fashion. To improve sustainability,
textiles for apparel can be made
from recycled materials.Style icons
and influencers, both in the main-
stream and social media, can have
an impact on how their followers
choose to dress.

AArrkkaa  GGoosswwaammii,,    DDuurrggaappuurr

Political Atmosphere 
Prime Minister Modi's embrace of

Hindu symbols like Ram and Ram
Rajya marks a historical shift in
India's political discourse. This surge
in communal consciousness, fueled
by temple visits, religious cere-
monies, and the Ram temple's instal-
lation, could reshape the upcoming
elections. The BJP hopes to leverage
this wave, potentially marginalizing
traditional election issues like pover-
ty and unemployment. Opposition
parties face a dilemma: aligning with
Hindu sentiment risks alienating
their core base, while ignoring it
leaves them vulnerable to the BJP's
narrative. This clash of identities
promises a fascinating, and poten-
tially volatile, election season.

NN  AAsshhrraaff,,  MMuummbbaa
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Giant Kavadi offering cages are carried by Hindu devotees in a procession during the Thaipusam festival at Batu Caves, outskirts
of Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia Thursday, Jan. 25.

THAIPUSAM FESTIVAL
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Mamata’s Solo Act

Er. Jayesh Rane

T he world experienced a grand
and divine ceremony of Lord

Shri Rama's temple. January 22, 2024
has become a memorable date for
many. There are many famous tem-
ples in India. But the discussion of the
Ram temple so far and the spirit of
Lord Ram created in India on this occa-
sion was a feeling of happiness. Along
with this, those moments were also to
increase the anticipation of better
days ahead in the country against this
backdrop. Of course, the good days
means the Ram Rajya of Maryada pu-
rushottam Lord Sri Ram. In a state
where murders - riots - insecurity - lies
- corruption etc. will not get the
chance to disturb the people. It is said
that during Ram Rajya's reign, there
was no fear of theft even if gold was
attached to a stick. It is certain that a
lot of effort will be required to create
such a situation in the country.

How negative powers are working
continuously to break the barrier of
India's security. This comes to light
when the grins of the terrorists who
are preparing to carry out the attack
are revealed. Because of this, their
tactics are ruined. But this reveals
their bad intentions and how alert
should every citizen be? There is a
lesson for this too. Ram Raya has
come. But it is equally important to
play the role of honestly fulfilling the
responsibility of bringing the Ram
Rajya that they expect. That responsi-
bility is also huge.

We don't remember ever experi-
encing such a divine - wonderful spirit
experienced by the whole of India on
the occasion of Ram Mandir ceremo-
ny. What is special is that the common
people participated in creating this
mood. Therefore, this mood creation
became different. It was also realized
that when common people are pas-
sionately involved in something, that

thing is bound to be magnificent.
There is no substitute for public partic-
ipation. This is highlighted. Numerous
Karsevaks fought for Ram Mandir.
Took bullets - Endured lathi charge -
Imprisoned - Sacrificed life. Sacrifice
word should fall small infront of what
Karsevak did ? Every next generation
should know this sacrifice. How is sac-
rifice not to create hatred towards any
sect? And if one concentrates on the
fulfillment of a aim, it can make the
impossible possible. Just to know that.

A long wait of 500 years for the
construction of the temple of the
adorable deity, which is a place of
worship for many Indians. The fierce
physical struggle that preceded it - the
court battle and the subsequent con-
struction of the Ram temple - hap-
pened for the first time in the history
of the world. If the goal is fixed, the ef-
fort required to achieve it is not a
problem. India needed a Ram Mandir,
not to belittle anyone by saying we
have done it, but to allow the Ram
sevak to bow before the deity with
reverence, to be absorbed.

The city of Ayodhya has gained
special importance on the world map
due to Ram Mandir. The people of the
place are taking evidence of this from
the Bhoomi Pujan program of the tem-
ple. Now, as the world's attention is
drawn towards this sector, it is ex-
pected that new changes will be seen
here in terms of the convenience of
the Ram Sevak. Because the infra-
structure available there plays a vital
role in the development of any area.
This sector has given India recogni-
tion in the world. There will also be an
obligation to maintain it. There are
many temples in India. They have ac-
quired the form of tourism. So it can
be seen that the religion there is dis-
appearing somewhere. 

Because when you go to a tourist
spot, it seems to be going on like fun.
Newly married couples also visit this

place for their honeymoon. They in-
tend to see God and have a honey-
moon. But both points are different.
Why the honeymoon while going to
Goddarshan? Because of us, the right-
eousness is suffering. Shold think on it
seriously. In fact, we should under-
stand these things. But ignoring to-
wards them, priority is given for enjoy-
ment & feet are placed on two stones
at the same time. Religious places
should not become tourist destina-
tions. Daily puja - aarti - bhajan are
going on at that place. 

There are many tourist destinations
in the country to celebrate honey-
moon. This point should be considered
seriously. Where are you going for the
tour after marriage? When this ques-
tion is asked to a newly married cou-
ple, many of them take the names of
religious places and insist that it is also
their honeymoon destination. This
must stop. Religion is fine in the place
of religion and tourism is fine in the
place of tourism. Both things should
not be considered as one.

India is celebrating Republic Day
this week after the ecstatic arrival of
Lord Sri Ram. It has to be called a big
festival for the countrymen. On one
side is the grand religious festival and
on the other is the annual national fes-
tival. In a single week, the countrymen
are witnessing a grand festival, both
religious and national. The Makar
Sankranti festival brings sweetness
every year in the month of January.
Now, on the occasion of Ram Mandir,
more indelible sweetness has been
poured into it.

India is making great leaps in the
field of defense technology. India was
known for being the largest importer
of arms in Asia. The same country is
now becoming a leading exporter of
arms. 15,900 crores in the year 2022-
23, India's exports in the defense sec-
tor are noteworthy. Whereas in the
year 2016-17 this export was 1521

crores. It now has a tenfold increase
and the goal is to export 25 thousand
crores in the next 5 years. In the field
of defense, America, Israel and other
countries are dominant. When such
strong competitors have already es-
tablished a foothold in the market in
this sector, it is noteworthy that India
has also jumped to the heights of suc-
cess. How are Chinese goods? The
world is aware of this. Out of this,
Pakistan is believing in that fraudulent
product and is showing India a big eye
on that strength.

The spectacular Republic Day cele-
brations and the display of the coun-
try's defense power are spectacular.
India is continuously progressing in
this field. No matter how many meet-
ings and conferences are held at the
global level, which countries are doing
the work of turning the water on
peace? This is well known. Although
everything seems to be peaceful,
there is no telling which country will
rise up with murderous zeal for any
trivial reason and start a direct war.
Therefore, it is better to protect the
country by keeping the defense pre-
pared and keeping in mind the chang-
ing global equations with time. The
prime importance of India to it is not
hidden.

India's defining characteristic and
prominently noticed by the world is its
restraint and courage to come to the
aid of an enemy country like Pakistan
in difficult times like natural calami-
ties. Because India has always given
priority to the humanity. There, hu-
manity is considered important, ignor-
ing enmity. India has not become an
expansionist country like China, which
actually lives the broad concept of
'Whole world is our home'. It is be-
cause of the teachings of this Indian
culture.

Cutting the ropes of culture, if only
material and scientific progress con-
tinues, the selfish attitude of 'yours

thins are also mine' starts to strength-
en. Which is what neighboring country
China is doing in relation to India
today. And doing the mischief of em-
powering Pakistan. Only the words ex-
pansionism - deceit - infiltration - con-
spiracy have shelter there. Pakistan is
dreaming of defending itself while
wallowing in it and China is aspiring to
become a world superpower.
However, it is certain that both of
them have lost sleep due to progress
in various fields of India. India's
progress in defense technology has
only added to their misery. India's
image is rising globally. Confidence is
building towards Indian people. For
India, the golden age has begun. The
world has been looking at India with
optimistic, confident expectations
since the Corona era and India has
stood true to that test. Multinational
companies are coming here to do busi-
ness thinking that they should also
participate in the big market of Asia.
India's progress from Surya to
Chandra with taking the name of Lord
Shriram has been a clear and thorough
answer to the critics.

The Indian economy will be
strengthened with the arrival of Lord
Shri Ram. how is it ? The world will
witness this. Ram is ideal. Therefore, it
is certain that India's next horse race
will take place only by witnessing
them. India has been a spiritual land
since ancient times. Many monks and
saints reside here. Progress in the
fields of technology, science and com-
merce along with education is the pos-
itive side of India. India is the only
country in the world with such
progress. It's worth being proud of.
Even if the goal is big, we have to keep
our feet on the ground and keep mov-
ing. (The writer is an analyst on vari-
ous subjects like social, educational,
technical, political, economic, rev-
enue, religious, arts, international af-
fairs, defence, agriculture etc.)

22nd & 26th January: A week full of religious & national celebrations

Empowering India

Press Freedom is essential for democracy

Challenges for Rahul

ER. PRABHAT KISHORE

A Solar Revolution
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Hitesh Chandra Laskar

Bhilai: Retired BSP em-
ployee Hitesh Chandra
Laskar left for heavenly
abode at the age of 89
years on Thursday. He
breathed last at JLN
Hospital, Sector 9.
Funeral procession will
be taken out from his
residence situated at
646, Scindia Nagar, Durg
on January 26 and last
rites of the mortal re-
mains will be performed
at Ramnagar
Muktidham.

OBITUARY

Veer families honoured
on Republic Day eve

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 25: Top police
officers visited the families
of Martyrs and honoured
them on the eve of Republic
Day. Senior Superintendent
of Police (Durg) Ram Gopal
Garg and Collector Richa
Prakash Chaudhary also
met some martyred fami-
lies. They visited the fami-
lies of Martyr Kaushal
Yadav and Martyr Jitendra
Chaturvedi. After honour-
ing them, they enquired
about their problems and
assured for immediate reso-
lution.

The gazetted officers and
police station in-charges
visited the residences of
Veer Families in the dis-
trict. They honoured the
family members with shawl

and shrifal and spent some
time with them. They asked
whether the Veer Families
have some problems and as-
sured to resolve the prob-
lems. The cops invited the
Veer Families to attend the
Republic Day parade cere-
mony on 26th January.

Senior Superintendent of
Police (Durg) said that the
supreme sacrifice of the
brave soldiers, who laid

down their lives in the lines
of duty, will continue to in-
spire us to move forward on
the path of duty with full
devotion and sense of re-
sponsibility.

The family members of
the martyred policemen
were assured that Durg
Police is always ready to
take all necessary steps
with full sensitivity for
their welfare.

Deputy CM Vijay Sharma to hoist tricolour in Durg
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 25: On the
auspicious occasion of
Republic Day, Deputy
Chief Minister of the
state, Vijay Sharma will
hoist the national flag and
take the salute of the pa-
rade in the main function
organized at Pandit Ravi
Shankar Stadium Durg.

The programme is
scheduled to begin at 9:00
am. As per the scheduled
program, Chief Guest
Deputy Chief Minister
Vijay Sharma will reach
Ravi Shankar Stadium,
Durg at 9 am and hoist
the flag. He will inspect
the parade at 9.05 am.

Thereafter, the Deputy
CM will read out the
Chief Minister's message
to the public. Celebratory
firing will be held at 9.30
am, March Past at 9.35

am, introduction with
Parade Commanders at
9.40 am, honouring of
martyr families at 9.45
am, photo session with
Parade Commanders at
9.55 am; cultural program
by school children at
10.00 am, tableaux display
at 10.30 am and the pro-
gramme would conclude
with prize distribution at
10.55 am.

It needs to be men-
tioned here that Collector
Richa Prakash
Chaudhary and SSP RG
Garg on Wednesday wit-
nessed the final rehearsal
of the preparations for
the Republic Day event at
the district headquarters.
ADM Arvind Ekka played
the role of chief guest
during the rehearsal.

The entire event in-

cluding the arrival of the
chief guest on the stage
and the flag hoisting exer-
cise, parade inspection on
the accompaniment of
Collector and SSP, march
past by the platoons, cele-
bratory firing, introduc-
tion to the platoon com-
manders, releasing of
colourful balloons in the
open sky, cultural pro-
gram, photo session, etc

was rehearsed.
District Panchayat

CEO Ashwani
Dewangan, Additional
Collector Gokul Raote,
SDM Mukesh Raote,
District Education
Officer Abhay Jaiswal
along with police admin-
istration and other offi-
cials of the district ad-
ministration were also
present.
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File complaint if higher
rate is charged for gas

refill home delivery
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 25: Home de-
livery service is being
provided to the gas con-
sumers by the gas distrib-
utors of all the oil compa-
nies in Durg district. It
has come to the notice of
the government that
some gas distributors/de-
livery boys are charging
more than the prescribed
rate at the time of domes-
tic gas refill delivery.

Food Controller CP
Dipankar has appealed to
all the gas consumers of
the district that while get-
ting gas refill, they must
take the bill/slip issued
by the gas distributor and

not to pay any amount in
addition to the amount
mentioned in it. Those
demanding excess
amount can complain
against the gas dealer/de-
livery boy to the sales of-
ficer of the concerned
gas agency.

Consumers regarding
Bharat Petroleum
Company can lodge their
complaints on mobile
number 9425013764, for
Hindustan Petroleum on
9934300040 and on
9032016564. Apart from
this, domestic gas related
call center number 1906
can also be used to regis-
ter complaints related to
domestic gas.

Bhilai, Jan 25: A good-
will run on Wednesday
marked the celebration of
National Girl Child Day
observed on January 24,
2024 under the "Beti
Bachao Beti PadhaoYojna.
"A race in the name of
daughters" was organised
at Sector 09 Square Bhilai
in the morning.

The chief guest of the
program, organized by the
District Women and Child
Development Department
to encourage the girls, was
MP Vijay Baghel, while
other guests included
Mayor of RisaliMunicipal
Corporation Shashi Sinha,
Women and Child
Development Risali
Speaker Ishwari Sahu, IG
Badrinarayan Meena,
Collector Richa Prakash
Chaudhary, Senior
Superintendent of Police
Ram Gopal Garg,

Commissioner of Bhilai
Municipal Corporation
Devesh Kumar Dhruv,
ADM Arvind Kumar
Ekka, Chief Executive
Officer of District
Panchayat Ashwani
Dewangan, Commissioner
of Durg Municipal
C o r p o r a t i o n L o k e s h
Chandrakar, Additional
Collector Gokul Raote,

Joint Collector Harvansh
Miri, SDM Mukesh Raote
and other departmental of-
ficers/employees and dis-
tinguished citizens were
present.

The chief guest inaugu-
rated the programme with
the releasing of the hydro-
gen balloon of Beti Bachao
Beti Padhao (logo) and
flagging off the chariot as

well as the goodwill run.
About 1350 participants in-
cluding girls from School
Education Department,
ambassadors of Yuvodaya
Durg, college students and
officers/employees of var-
ious departments and dis-
tinguished citizens of the
city participated in the
program "Ek Daud
Betiyon Ke Naam".

The winners were given
prize money that included
a cheque of Rs 5,001/- to
the winner Duleshwari
Sahu, who stood at first po-
sition in the girls category,
and a cheque of Rs 3,001/-
to Tulsi Dewangan, who
got the second position.
Pratima, who got the third
position, got a cheque of
Rs 2,001/-, Bemin, who

stood at fourth position got
Rs 1,001/-, Sunita
Mandavi, who stood at
fifth position, got a check
of Rs 1,001/-. In the boys
category the first prize
cheque of Rs 5,001/- was
won by Mahavir, a cheque
of Rs 3,001/- was given to
Amit who got the second
position, a cheque of Rs
2,001/- to Gaurav Sahu
who got the third position
and 50 other participants
won consolation prizes
which was trophy with
Beti Bachao Beti Padhao
(logo). At the conclusion
of the program,
Vaishalinagar MLA
Rikesh Sen distributed
prizes to the winning par-
ticipants. At the end,
District Program Officer
Durg Ajay Sharma an-
nounced the closing of the
program by expressing his
gratitude.

Goodwill run marks National Girl Child Day celebration

Dr Sujata’s poetry book
‘KarariSatrangi Jalebi’ released

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 25: Dr Sujata
Das's poetry book for kids,
"KarariSatrangi Jalebi"
was released during a gra-
cious function held at ICAI
Bhavan. Dr Sujata is the
daughter of Late Inspector
NC Das. Deputy Inspector
General of Police and
Senior Superintendent of
Police (Durg) Ram Gopal
Garg graced the function as
chief guest.

The program was
presided over by Acharya
Ramendranath Mishra,
senior historian, Raipur.
Girish Pankaj, senior litter-
ateur Raipur, convenor of
Nagpur chapter of Authors
Guild of India, artist and
editor Narendra Singh
Parihar, Additional
Superintendent of Police
(City) Abhishek Jha, schol-

ar of music art world
RavishchandraKalgaonkar
and CA Pradeep Pal were
present as special guests.

The programme began
with offering prayers to
Goddess Saraswati. Dr
Sujata Das offered a soulful
and melodious prayer to
Goddess Sharda.
Thereafter the guests were
welcomed by the children.
Throwing light on the cre-
ation, Dr Sujata Das said
that it is a colourful poetic
work focused on children,
published by Diamond

Publications, Delhi.
An attempt has been

made to convey some mes-
sage through each poem.
The illustration for the
work has also been done by
the poetess herself. It needs
to be mentioned here that it
is the third creation of Dr
Sujata Das. Earlier, two his-
tory based books have been
published. Chief Guest
Ram Gopal Garg praised Dr
Sujata Das, who is also a po-
lice officer, and said that he
had never thought that
there would be anyone in

the department who is en-
gaged in such creative
work. All the special guests
present in the programme
described the entire event
as an excellent and success-
ful event and praised the
book "KarariSatrangi
Jalebi". In the programme,
melodious presentations of
Dr Sujata's two poems were
given by the students of
Sangeet Shastri
RavishchandraKalgaonkar.

The host presented me-
mentos to the guests. The
poetess's elder brother
Santosh Das, who had come
from Bailadila, Dantewada,
had inspired Dr Sujata Das
to make illustrations for
the work. He was honored
by the chief guest with a
shawl and bouquet. A large
number of people and chil-
dren were present in the
programme.

Department of Education, St Thomas
College organises Community Service

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 25: The
Department of Education,
St Thomas College Bhilai
organised Community
Service Program at
Government School,
Kaatro. The community
service program as a part
of B Ed first year syllabus,
encourage students to en-
gage in social and commu-
nity development.

The program was inau-
gurated by Principal of
the college, Dr MG
Roymon, who congratu-
lated B Ed students for
their team work in organ-
ising all kinds of cultural,
sports, teaching, and craft
work in the school prem-
ises. Headmasters of
Primary School and
Middle Schools,
Narendra Deshlehre and

Dalu Ram Sahu, and the
Principal and Vice
Principal of the Higher
Secondary School, RK
Bannore and Vijaya
Lakshmi and all the
teaching staff and stu-
dents of Govt school ex-
tended their cordial sup-
port and cooperated with
B Ed students & staff for
the smooth conduction of
the program. IQAC coor-
dinator of St Thomas

College, Dr Debjani
Mukherjee congratulated
the B Ed trainees for their
team work in organising
the community services
in the government school.

In-charge of
Community Service,
Deepti Santosh guided the
students to organise vari-
ous events, including
teaching, art and craft,
and sports at the school.
Besides, the students or-

ganised a rally program to
raise awareness in the
community about the en-
vironment, and also con-
ducted a small survey in
the village to gain insight
about the village Kaatro.
Head of Education
Department Dr Sheeja
Thomas and the faculty
members of Education
Department supported the
students for the proper ex-
ecution of the program.

B Ed teacher-trainees as
well as the school children
showcased their talents
and conducted cultural
programmes that were ap-
plauded by everyone.
School children thorough-
ly enjoyed the event and
participated in great num-
bers. Towards the end of
the programme, the prizes
and gifts were distributed
to the school students.

Commissioner administers NVD oath to voters
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 25: As per the
instructions of the
Election Commission of
India and Chief Electoral
Officer, Chhattisgarh
Raipur, a district level pro-
gram was organized at
BIT auditorium on the oc-
casion of 14th National
Voters' Day (NVD). On this
occasion, the National
Voters' Day oath was ad-
ministered to the voters by
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Satyanarayan Rathore. All
the new voters were hon-
oured by the officers with
badges.

Addressing the pro-
gram, Commissioner
Satyanarayan Rathore
greeted all the new and old
voters on the 14th National
Voters' Day. He said that
there should be maximum
participation in voting as
it is the basis of democra-
cy. To ensure participation

in democracy, all vot-
ers must vote and
should also inspire
others. Citing an ex-
ample, he said that in
the state of Mizoram,
elections are celebrat-
ed as a festival. This is
the first state where
people celebrate on
the polling day. All
new voters were
asked to use their
franchise in the up-
coming Lok Sabha
elections and also to
inspire others. He
asked all the new vot-
ers to contact the con-
cerned officer to get
their names added to
the electoral roll and get
the errors rectified. He ap-
pealed to the new voters to
participate in the upcom-
ing Lok Sabha elections
and contribute to building
a strong and prosperous
country. Young voters
were administered an oath

to have full faith in democ-
racy, to maintain the digni-
ty of the democratic tradi-
tions of the country, to
vote fearlessly for free, fair
and peaceful elections.
They were also urged to
exercise their franchise in
all elections without being

influenced by religion,
class, caste, community,
language or any other in-
ducement.

Collector Richa Prakash
Chaudhary said that this
day is especially to inspire
the young voters, because
the youth are the heroes of

democracy. She congratu-
lated all the youth present
on the 14th National
Voters' Day and appealed
to vote with full enthusi-
asm. There should be
transparency in voting.
She hoped that in the up-
coming election the youth

will definitely come
forward in large num-
bers with their
friends and cast their
votes. Voter aware-
ness campaign is also
being run by the dis-
trict administration.
She said that this year
an effort will be made
to increase the voting
percentage in the Lok
Sabha elections in the
district.

Superintendent of
Police Ram Gopal
Garg welcomed the
new voters and said
that this is an impor-
tant step towards be-
coming a responsible

citizen of the country. He
said that the Election
Commission of India was
formed on 25 January
1950. Due to the struggle of
freedom fighters for inde-
pendence, today we are
able to exercise our fran-
chise. He urged the gather-

ing to pledge for ensuring
free and fair voting with
the aim of strengthening
the democratic systems of
the country. This also
means that young voters
should now participate as
a part of the great demo-
cratic process and dis-
charge their rights and du-
ties properly.

The officers, who visited
door to door for revision of
the voter list, were hon-
ored with citations.
Additional Collector
Arvind Ekka, Deputy
District Election Officer
Bajrang Dubey, Gokul
Raote, Chief Executive
Officer District Panchayat
Ashwani Dewangan,
Deputy Collector Mukesh
Raote, Municipal
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Lokesh
Chandrakar, departmen-
tal officers and students of
schools and colleges were
present.
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Gandai (Pandariya), Jan 25:
Sarva Hindu Samaj and
Vishwa Hindu Parishad
submitted a memorandum
in the name of
Superintendent of Police
Khairagarh at Gandai po-
lice station in protest
against the objectionable
posting on social media
Instagram by some people
on the day of Shri Ram
Pran Pratishtha.

Those who submitted
the memorandum have de-
manded strictest action

against the accused and
have mentioned in the
memorandum, that reli-
gious sentiments of
Hindu's have been hurt
due to the post by people of
a particular religion.

Those who submitted
the memorandum includ-
ed Khamhan Tamarkar,
Anil Aggarwal, Rajesh
Mehta, Sanjay Aggarwal,
Rakesh Tamarkar, Rakesh
Thakur, Vicky Aggarwal,
Rakesh Jaiswal, Tumman
Sahu, Raju Jaiswal, Uttam
Rajput, Dinesh Bhatt and
others.

Central Chronicle News

Arang, Jan 25: The annu-
al festival for 2024 was cele-
brated with great enthusi-
asm at Government
Primary School (English
Medium), Lodhi Para
Arang. Regional MLA
Guru Khushwant Saheb
graced the occasion as the
chief guest, highlighting
the significance of educa-
tion and health alongside
art and culture in the con-
tinuous development of
students.

During his address,
MLA emphasized the im-
portance of prioritizing
education and health for

the students'
holistic growth.
He offered valu-
able advice for
success, en-
couraging stu-
dents to set
clear goals and
pursue them
with determi-
nation, ensur-
ing that success
would be with-
in their grasp.

In addition to
congratulating
the participants
of the Annual
Festival 2024, he
extended an in-
vitation to the
Raja Mordhwaj
A r a n g
Mahotsav scheduled for
January 28th and 29th.

The program was

presided over by zone in-
charge Ashok
Chandrakar, with special

guests including Abhishek
Raja (Tamboli Mandal
President BJP), K.K.

Bhardwaj, a
senior BJP
leader, Dhruv
Kumar Mirdha,
a senior coun-
cilor, and Dr.
Sandeep Jain,
D i s t r i c t
C o n v e n o r
Business Cell.
The event was
also attended
by Councillors
Rajesh Sahu,
Suraj Lodhi,
S h a n k a r
J a l a k s h a t r i ,
S e e m a
N a r e n d r a
Lodhi, and
D i s t r i c t
Member Devraj
Jangde.

The program featured
captivating performances
by children, including

Bastaria dance, Malhar
dance, Sua dance, Panthi
dance, Raut dance,
Sambalpuriya dance, and
a presentation highlight-
ing the growing impact of
social media.

Uttam Gedre and
Lochan Prasad Sahu,
heads of the organization,
presented welcome
speeches and reports.
Distinguished guests like
Chhaya Namdev, Taruna
Yadav, Santoshi Sahu,
Ranu Sahu, Radhika
Chandrakar, Arun
Chandrakar, Salma
Begum, a former coun-
cilor, graced the event.

The program was skill-
fully conducted by associ-
ate teachers Arvind
Kumar Vaishnav,
Angelina Peter, and
Jaspreet Kaur.

MLA Bhavna Bohra to
hoist tricolour on R-Day
Central Chronicle News

Kawardha, Jan 25:
Pandaria MLA Bhavana
Bohra will be the chief
guest of the main function
of the national festival
Republic Day organized in
Kawardha. The main func-
tion of Republic Day will
be held at Kawardha's
Acharya Panth Granth
Muni Naam Saheb
Government Post
Graduate College Ground.

Bohra will hoist the flag
in the main function of
Republic Day at 9 AM, and
there will be flag hoisting,
national anthem and
salute by parade, following
with inspection of the pa-
rade and March past, after

which Chief Minister's
message will be read out
by the chief guest at 9:25.
There will be a cultural
program for school chil-
dren at 9:40. Awards and
citations will be distrib-
uted at 10:15 am.

Gaurkunwar Patel 
will participate in 

R-Day celebrations

Central Chronicle News

Kawardha, Jan 25:
Gaurkunwar Patel, a dedi-
cated Swachhagrahi from
the Gram Panchayat
Bendarchi in Kabirdham
district's Bodla development
block, has been chosen as a
special guest for the
Republic Day celebrations
in New Delhi on January 26.
This prestigious honour
comes in recognition of her

tireless efforts to raise
awareness about cleanli-
ness and proper waste man-
agement under the Swachh
Bharat Mission Rural.
Collector Janmejay Mahobe
applauded Gaurkunwar
Patel's relentless commit-
ment to promoting cleanli-
ness in the district. Her ef-
forts have not only educated
the public about the signifi-
cance of cleanliness but
have also led to continuous
initiatives for responsible
waste disposal. Sandeep
Kumar Agarwal, the Chief
Executive Officer of the
District Panchayat, revealed
that five individuals from
Chhattisgarh have been in-
vited to attend the Republic
Day celebrations in New
Delhi as special guests.
Gaurkunwar Patel's inclu-
sion in this group is a testa-
ment to her noble work and
sends a positive message to
society regarding the im-
portance of cleanliness.

Central Chronicle News

Dhamtari, Jan 25: India
witnesses a historic mo-
ment as the Horticulture
College in Dhamtari joyous-
ly celebrates the consecra-
tion ceremony of Lord Shri
Ramchandra ji, marking the
fulfillment of a cherished
dream - the construction of
the Ram temple in Ayodhya.
The live telecast of this aus-
picious event captivated the
hearts of college attendees.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Shikha Markam, while
presiding over the program,
expressed immense pride in
this remarkable achieve-
ment, stating that the con-
struction of the Ram temple
signifies a new era for India.
The nationwide enthusiasm
and excitement surround-

ing this event exemplify its
significance. The world
over, regions inhabited by
people of Indian origin or
Indian descendants are
abuzz with energy and en-
thusiasm. The completion
of this grand Ram temple in
Ayodhya has brought not
only joy and happiness but

also profound satisfaction.
Kamal Verma, reflecting

on the qualities of Lord Shri
Ram, emphasized that this
moment will be etched in
the memories of genera-
tions to come. Dr. Yeshu
Sahu, an assistant professor
at the college, encouraged
students to emulate the dis-

cipline exhibited by Lord
Shri Ram in their own lives.

In the evening, the college
council celebrated Deepak
Utsav (Festival of Lamps)
by illuminating lamps, sym-
bolizing the victory of light
over darkness. The program
featured insights from Dr.
Avinash P. Udikeri, Sushil
Kashyap, Dr. Sarita Paikra,
Kalpana Kunjam,
Shailendra Sahu, Rajkamal
Patel, Saroj Mishra, and
Ishwar Ram Banjara. Dr.
Avinash P. Udikeri conduct-
ed the event.

The occasion saw the
presence of college offi-
cers, professors, and staff
members who, after the
program, dedicated them-
selves to a cleanliness cam-
paign by tidying up the col-
lege premises.

Central Chronicle News

Chirmiri, Jan 25:
Regular and placement
employees working in
urban bodies have got re-
lief from salary crisis
after 3 months, as with the
efforts of Regional MLA
and Health Minister
Shyam Bihari Jaiswal,
funds for the salaries of
employees have been re-
leased to the civic bodies
by the Joint Director,
Urban Administration
and Development
D e p a r t m e n t ,
Chhattisgarh.

In fact, for the last three
months, the employees of
Municipal Corporation
Chirmiri and Municipal

Council Manendragarh
were facing salary crisis
and the regular and place-
ment employees working
in the civic body did not re-
ceive their salaries for the
last three months, making
the situation very grim.

Taking action, helath
Minister in the letter is-
sued by the Joint Director
of Urban Administration
and Development
Department, an amount of
Rs 2 crore 70 lakh 64 000
has been released to
Municipal Corporation
Chirmiri from September
to December, while an
amount of Rs 2 crore 70
lakh 64 000 has been re-
leased to Municipal
Council Manendragarh
from October to December,
in total an amount of Rs
89.58 lakh has been re-
ceived.According to the in-
formation received from
Municipal Corporation
Chirmiri, approximately
Rs 90 lakh per month is re-

quired to pay salaries to
the regular and placement
employees as well as pub-
lic representatives work-
ing in the Municipal
Corporation.

The number of employ-
ees is more than 300, and
all the placement employ-
ees working in Municipal
Corporation Chirmiri
have to pay Rs 28 lakh, Rs
7 lakh for all the public
representatives and Rs 55
lakh for all the regular
employees. At present,
the problem of salary cri-
sis has arisen in
Corporation Chirmiri
and Municipal Council
Manendragarh due to the
revenue collection not
being done properly.

Corporator urges BMO to host
disability certification camp

Central Chronicle News

Bagbahra, Jan 25:
Municipal corporator
Lokeshwar Chandrakar is
taking a good step to im-
prove the lives of disabled
citizens in Bagbahra. He
has urged the Block
Medical Officer (BMO) to
organize a special camp
for the issuance of dis-
abled certificates, aiming
to bridge the gap in access
to government benefits.

Chandrakar's noble ini-
tiative comes in response
to the challenges faced by
many disabled individuals
in Bagbahra who grapple
with poverty due to limit-
ed information and finan-
cial constraints. Some dis-
abled residents struggle to
reach the district hospital
to obtain the essential cer-
tification required for gov-
ernment support pro-
grams.

Recognizing the press-
ing need to assist these
vulnerable members of
the community,
Chandrakar is advocating

for the establishment of a
special camp at
Bagbahra's block head-
quarters, to be held at least
once a month.

Bulldozer action on house of main
accused in murder of cow shelter worker 

Central Chronicle News

Kawardha, Jan 25:
Authorities on Thursday
demolished a shop and
other "illegal" encroach-
ment in the front portion
of the house of the main
accused in the murder of a
cow shelter worker in
Kawardha city, officials
said.

Sadhram Yadav, a gau
sevak' (cow shelter work-
er), was killed allegedly by
six persons on the night of
January 21 on the out-
skirts of Kawardha when
he was heading to his vil-
lage Lalpur on a bicycle.
Yadav died after his throat
was slit.

According to the police,
Ayaj Khan was the main
accused among the five
adults arrested in this con-
nection, while a minor
was detained.

A shop had been alleged-
ly "illegally" built in the
front portion of Khan's
house and no requisite
permission was obtained
from the civic body for
using the residential
premises for commercial
purposes, Kabirdham
Superintendent of Police
Abhishek Pallava said.

The Kawardha munici-

pal council staffers along
with police personnel
reached his house on
Thursday morning and de-
molished the illegal con-
struction and encroach-
ment using a bulldozer, he
said.

The administration will
take similar action against
those committing serious
offences in future, he

added.
Asked if the other ac-

cused in the murder case
would face bulldozer ac-
tion, the SP said Khan was
the mastermind. Details
about the illegal construc-
tion of other accused are
being collected and the ad-
ministration will act ac-
cordingly, he said.

Nine cases, including

dacoity, were already reg-
istered against Khan in
Karwadha. He was also ac-
cused in the 2021 flag re-
moval' case, Pallava said.

On October 3, 2021, a
clash broke out between
people belonging to two
communities over the re-
moval of religious flags
from a thoroughfare in
Kawardha town.
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Municipal employees to get 
salary after 3 months

India is entering a new era: Shikha Markam
Dream fulfilled with construction of Ram temple in Ayodhya

Grand celebrations mark annual festival
At Govt Primary
School Lodhi 
Para Arang

Earns special guest 
honour for Swachh
Bharat Mission efforts

Unique initiative of MLA Renuka Singh 

Central Chronicle News

Manendragarh, Jan 25:
Former Union Minister of
State and Bharatpur
Sonhat MLA has taken a
unique initiative to ad-
vance the girl child on
National Girl Child Day.

The topper student of
special backward tribe cat-
egory Anjali Baiga who
topped in class 12th

Science in the state in trib-
al category, was made MLA
for one day by the Minister.

To promote Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
'Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao'
and girl empowerment,
MLA Renuka Singh took
this initiative. MLA
Renuka Singh said, it is a
matter of great pride that
the daughter of Mohantola
tribal group of Vananchal

area Bharatpur develop-
ment block has topped the
entire state in the tribal
category.

I have full confidence
that this girl will progress
a lot in the times to come;
she said adding that this
experience helped her
learn even more, because
along with studies, it is im-
portant to have practical
experience in life.

On National Girl Child Day

Hindu organizations 
demand action against

objectionable post

Encroachment 
in Muktidham

removed
Kawardha, Jan 25: An
encroachment in the
name of a residential
room, in Pondi, in the
public Mukti Dham,
which is useful for the en-
tire society, was occupied
by people of a particular
community for the last 4
years, which has been re-
moved on the instruc-
tions of MLA Vijay
Sharma. Considering the
seriousness of the matter
and public sentiments,
MLA Vijay Sharma di-
rected the administration
to vacate the encroach-
ment and in the presence
of a large number of de-
partmental staff includ-
ing Revenue Department
employees, Patwari,
Tehsildar etc. a bulldozer
action was carried out
and demolished the ille-
gal wall and restored the
shed to its old form. The
city residents, angry over
the illegal occupation of
Mukti Dham for a long
time, have expressed hap-
piness over the action.



HHyyddeerraabbaadd,,  JJaann  2255  ((PPTTII)):: With
two of the greatest spinners of
all time in their attack, India
bowled England out for 246 on
a surface friendlier than the
ones we have seen recently in
India. By stumps India had
wiped off 119 of those as
Yashasvi Jaiswal and Rohit

Sharma feasted on an attack
that consisted of Jack Leach
and two spinners with just one
Test between them. At close,
Jaiswal (76 batting, 70 balls,
9x4, 3x6) and Shubman Gill (14
batting) were at the crease and
the hosts are 127 runs in
arrears of England's anaemic
first innings total of 246, which
was built around skipper Ben
Stokes' hardheaded 88-ball 70.
Around Stokes, England bats-
men crumbled as the spin troi-
ka of Ravichandran Ashwin
(3/68), Ravindra Jadeja (3/88)
and Axar Patel (2/33) rudely
nudged them back to reality of
batting on an Indian pitch that
offers barrowful of turn and
grip even from day one.

But when the Indian openers
came out bat the RGI Stadium,
pitch appeared to have lost its
bite and the England tweakers
looked like a defanged lot.
Jaiswal wrapped himself with
the leader's cape despite the
presence of his captain Rohit
Sharma (24, 27 balls) at the
other end, tearing into England
bowlers with gusto. The gap
between runs and balls could
give the left-hander's innings a
hue of carelessness but it was

anything but that. Jaiswal and
Rohit added 80 runs in just 12.1
overs to give their side a won-
derful launching pad. The most
impactful work, though, hap-
pened either side of lunch after
England had made a quick start
against Jasprit Bumrah and

Mohammed Siraj. Well not as
quick as India's, but still you
will take 41 for 0 in eight overs
against two bowlers of that
quality any day of the week.
Especially when you have
edged or missed 12 balls in that
period of play.
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Yashasvi Jaiswal and 
spinners make it India’s day

India's Yashasvi 
Jaiswal celebrates after
scoring a half-century.

Muscat, Jan 25 (PTI):
The Indian women's team
stormed into the quarterfi-
nals of the FIH Hockey5s
Women's World Cup after
thrashing Namibia 7-2
here on Thursday. It was
Indian team's third win in
a row in Pool C. The team
will now take on New
Zealand, the second placed
team in Pool D, for a place
in the semifinals on Friday.

The Indians had earlier de-
feated Poland 5-4 before
getting the better of USA 7-
3 in their next match.

The Indians had
Namibia on the backfoot
within no time, scoring
two goals into the game
through vice-captain
Mahima Choudhary (3rd
minute). A minute later,
Deepika Soreng doubled
the lead. No further goals

were scored in the first
half but it was evident that
Indians were in complete
control of the game.

Namibia scored their
first goal of the game early
in the second half with
Jivanka Kruger (18th)
opening their account but
India quickly retaliated as
Mahima Choudhary (19th)
scored her second goal.
Rutaja Dadaso Pisal (22nd)

and Akshata Abaso
Dhekale (23rd) added to
India's tally within two
minutes before Deepika
(26th) scored her second
goal as India led 6-1 with
four minutes left on the
clock. Ajmina Kujur (28th)
too scored for India before
Anthea Coetzee (30th)
found the net for Namibia
for the second time but it
wasn't enough.

India women beats Namibia 7-2, enter QFs of Hockey5s WC
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