
Ayodhya, Jan 21:

The much-awaited Ram
temple consecration will
be held in Ayodhya on
Monday in a grand cere-
mony with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi attending
the rituals, following
which the shrine will be
opened for the public a day
later. The 'pran pratishtha'
ceremony will begin at
12.20 pm and is expected to
end by 1 pm. The prime
minister will then address
a gathering of more than
7,000 people, including
seers and prominent per-
sonalities, at the venue.

Lakhs of people are ex-
pected to watch the event
live on TV and online plat-
forms as Bharatiya Janata
Party-ruled states and
Odisha have declared a
holiday while the central
government has an-
nounced a half-day off.

As authorities made
final preparations in a
decked-up Ayodhya, con-
sidered the birthplace of
Lord Ram, temples across
the country and abroad
have announced special
festivities to mark the oc-
casion. From Washington,

DC to Paris to Sydney,
events have been planned
in various parts of the
world on January 22.

These programmes are
either being organised by
the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad (VHP) or Hindu
diaspora groups in 60
countries. Fourteen cou-
ples from various parts of
India will be the 'yaj-
maans' (hosts) for the 'pran
pratishtha'. The rituals
ahead of the consecration

ceremony began on
January 16, and according
to temple trust general sec-
retary Champat Rai, these
will end on January 21.

The new 51-inch idol of
Ram Lalla, sculpted by
Mysuru-based Arun
Yogiraj, was placed in the
sanctum sanctorum of the
temple on Thursday after-
noon. The first image of
the new idol with eyes cov-
ered with a cloth was re-
leased on Friday. Rai has

said the entry into the tem-
ple will be from the east
side and exit from the
south side.

The entire temple super-
structure will eventually
be three-storeyed -- G+2.
Visitors will climb 32 steps

from the eastern side to
reach the main temple.

The temple complex,
built in the traditional
Nagara style, will be 380
feet long (east-west direc-
tion), 250 feet wide and 161
feet high.
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Ayodhya all set for grand
consecration ceremony

View of the Ram
Mandir in the evening

on the  eve of its 
consecration 

ceremony, in Ayodhya,
Sunday.

Pied piper of Ayodhya
singing Lord

Krishna's praise...
Attired in vibrant colours

with a big turban on his head
and silver jewellery embel-
lishing his hand and feet, a
man plays mellifluous tunes
on his bamboo flute to the
praise of Lord Krishna in the
land of Lord Ram.

Meet Swami Adbhut from
Ujjain, who has been dress-
ing up in Lord Krishan's
attire for the past 16 years.
He claimed that he main-
tains this appearance
throughout the day.

‘Old idol of Ram Lalla to be placed in front of new idol’
The old idol of Ram Lalla, kept in a makeshift shrine, will be placed in front of the new idol which
will be consecrated at the temple here on January 22, said Govind Dev Giri, the treasurer of Shri
Ram Janmabhoomi Teerth Kshetra Trust. He also said that more than Rs 1,100 crore has so far been
spent in constructing the Ram Temple and another Rs 300 crore might be needed to complete the
work. A 51-inch Ram Lalla idol was placed in the sanctum sanctorum of the Ram temple last week. 

For Ayodhya residents, ‘Pran Pratishtha’
ceremony is 'tryst with divinity'

"I did not want to take the photograph of Lord Ram but etch his
image in my heart instead," said Amit Pathak, a resident of
Tulsinagar in Ayodhya, a day ahead of the 'Pran Pratishtha'
ceremony at the Ram temple. The residents of Ayodhya are
awaiting their "tryst with divinity" on January 22.PM Modi visits Arichal

Munai point, said to be the
place from where the 

Ram Setu was built, in Tamil
Nadu, Sunday.

Round off
RRaammeesswwaarraamm:: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
on Sunday completed his
spiritual journey to tem-
ples with a Ramayana link
in southern parts of the
country by worshipping at
a Lord Ram shrine near
Arichal Munai, where he
prayed and paid floral
tributes at seashore.
Marking completion of his
visits to temples ahead of
the consecration of Ram
Mandir in Ayodhya on
January 22. 

BRIEF

‘Aircraft crashed
in Afghanistan

not Indian’
NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJaann  2211  ((PPTTII)):: A
more than 40-year-old small
aircraft carrying six people
that crashed in a rural
Afghanistan province was not
an Indian aircraft and only did
refuelling at the Gaya airport
on Saturday en route from a
Thailand airport to Moscow,
officials said on Sunday.

The Morocco-registered
Dassault Falcon (DF-10) plane,
operating as an air ambu-
lance, was flying from Utapao
airport in Thailand to Moscow.

Amid reports that it was an
Indian plane that was
involved in the crash, the
civil aviation ministry on
Sunday said the aircraft did
not belong to any Indian car-
rier.

"The unfortunate plane
crash that has just occurred
in Afghanistan is neither an
Indian Scheduled Aircraft nor
a Non-Scheduled
(NSOP)/Charter aircraft. It is
a Moroccan-registered small
aircraft. More details are
awaited," the ministry said in
a post on X at 1.07 pm.

An official told PTI that the
plane departed the Gaya air-
port after refuelling at 4.02
pm on Saturday. There were
six passengers onboard,
including a female patient,
the official added.

A source in the know said
the plane had started from
Utapao airport in Thailand.

"As per available informa-
tion, the crashed aircraft is a
DF-10 (Dassault Falcon)
small aircraft registered in
Morocco. 

It is not an aircraft of Indian
carriers. "The aircraft was an
air ambulance and was flying
from Thailand to Moscow and
did refuelling at Gaya airport,"
the ministry said in a state-
ment.
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Raipur, Jan 21: Home
Minister Amit Shah today
gave tips for becoming suc-
cessful and effective legis-
lators at the concluding
session of orientation pro-
gramme in Chhattisgarh
Legislative Assembly on
Sunday.

According to him lively
contact with the voters of
the area, complete knowl-

edge of rules and proce-
dures, soft-spokenness and
restrained language in the
House can earn one any
respect. A member can es-
tablish his identity as an
effective MLA, he said.
Members cannot establish
their positive identity by
making noise inside the
Legislative Assembly, he
said, adding that they
should not compromise
with their ideology.

Members should also be-
have well towards their op-
ponents in their assembly
constituencies, he said. He
expressed concern over
the fact that the most im-

portant function of the
Legislative Assembly is to
make laws, but at that time
the presence of MLAs in
the Assembly becomes
limited. He said that mem-
bers should raise their
views in the session with
full confidence and au-
thenticity.

According to the Union
Home Minister any MLA
has three major responsi-
bilities to be an effective
MLA-responsibility to the
region, responsibility to
the party and responsibili-
ty to the progress and de-
velopment of the state.

It is also an important

responsibility of the MLA
to win as a party candidate
in the next elections, he
said. He told the MLAs
that there should be no
conflict between public
representatives and offi-
cials and the problem
should be resolved
through discussion as per
rules and procedures.

He said that a good MLA
should be sensitive and he
should also have prompt-
ness, efficiency, eagerness
and curiosity. An MLA
should also discharge leg-
islative responsibilities
along with public contact
in the area, he said. Amit
Shah also planted a
sapling of “Rudraksh” in
the Legislative Assembly
premises.

Chief Minister Vishnu
Deo Sai, Leader of
Opposition Dr Charan Das
Mahant, Deputy Chief
Minister Arun Sao,
Deputy Chief Minister
Vijay Sharma,
Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Brijmohan
Agrawal, Ministers,
Members and Secretary of
the Legislative Assembly,
Dinesh Sharma were pres-
ent on the occasion.

Soft-spokenness, knowledge of rules
essential for legislator: Shah

Addresses conclud-
ing session of orien-
tation prog for MLAs
at Legislative
Assembly

Raipur, Jan 21: To cele-
brate the consecration cere-
mony of Ramlala in
Ayodhya, preparations are
in full swing and BJP party
office bearers are taking
part actively in various pro-
grammes related to temple.
In tihs regard, under leader-
ship of District President
BJP Jayanti Patel, in order
to increase public participa-
tion in the heart of the capi-
tal city, the general public
was distributed ‘saffron’
flag and then with ‘deepak’
material in order to lit
‘diyas’ in every house in
line with the Diwali festival.
Under this in a box, a pack
of five earthen ‘diyas’, oil
and ‘bati’ were distributed.
After this ‘Bhajan sandhya’
was also organised.

The ‘deepak’ material
was distributed in the pres-
ence of LS MP Sunil Soni,
Surguja in-charge Sanjay
Shrivastava, State V-P
Laxmi Verma. Every party
worker and leader of BJP is
actively participating in the
programmes being organ-
ised for ‘Ramlala’s conse-

cration’ in Ayodhya and the
occasion being celerbated
like an ‘utsav’. This in-
cludes cleanign in the tem-
ple premises, distribution of
materials for lighting of
earthen ‘diyas’, taking out
‘prabhat pheris’, holding
‘bhajan-kirtan’ and enthusi-
astically taking part in
them. Even the general pub-
lic is also taking part in the
programmes related to Ram
Temple. LS MP Sunil Soni
said that this auspicious oc-
casion one has got with lots
of good luck and every citi-
zen should contribute in
this ‘Ram Kaaj’. The way
there is importance of con-
tribution of ‘Gilhari’ in
‘Ramayan’, in the same way
the contribution in
Temple’s construction will
be remembered for time im-
memorial. On this occasion
District President BJP
Raipur (urban) said that it

is not only in Raipur city,
but in entire country,
‘Deepotsav’ will be organ-
ised all over the country on
Jan 22 and ‘diyas’ will be
lighted in every house. For
this BJP is distributing
‘diya’ materials and during
this the response of the peo-
ple was tremendous and for
this historic occasion, every
‘Satnami’ is extending full
support. At the distribution
of ‘deepak’ material at
city’s Jaistambh Chowk, LS
MP Sunil Soni, State V-P
Laxmi Verma, state
spokesman Nalinesh
Thokne, District  President
BJP Jayanti Patel, Rajiv
Agrawal, Ramesh Singh
Thakur, Satyam Dua,
Shailendri Pargania,
Manisha Chandrakar, Gopi
Sahu, Akbar Ali, Harish
Singh Thakur, Sonu Saluja,
Amit Maisheri and others
were present.

BJP leaders, workers 
distribute ‘Diya’ material 

Celebrate festival
in homes, temples
and donate lamps

Guv’s appeal on 
consecration of Shri

Ramlala Temple

Raipur, Jan 21: Governor
Biswabhusan Harichandan
has greeted the citizens of
the country and the state on
the occasion of the conse-
cration of Lord Shri Ram’s
temple in Ayodhya.
Consecration ceremony of
the historic and much
awaited Shri Ram Lala
Temple is going to be held
on January 22 in the holy
Ayodhya Dham, the
Governor said. He urged
people to celebrate this oc-
casion in their homes and
light lamps and donate
lamps, besides organizing
functions in local temples.
The Governor has appealed
to the general public to
come together to celebrate
this historic occasion. ‘May
the blessings of Lord Shri
Ram bring happiness, pros-
perity and peace in our
country and the lives of all
of us’, he said.

For the ‘Deepotsav’
to be organised on
Jan 22

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJaann  2211::  On the auspi-
cious occasion of Shri Ramlala
Pran Pratistha in Ayodhya, a
grand event of Ramotsav will
be organized at Kaushalya
Dham in Chandkhuri on the
evening of 22nd January. Folk
artists of Chhattisgarh will

present ‘Manas’ singing and
devotional cultural pro-
grammes. Culture and Tourism
Minister Brijmohan Agrawal
will be present as chief guest at
the programme. MP Sunil Soni
will preside over the pro-
gramme.

The grand Ramotsav being
organized by the Tourism
Department of Chhattisgarh
Government will start at 5:30
pm in the Mata Kaushalya

Dham complex. A special postal
stamp will be released on this
occasion. Famous folk artist of
Chhattisgarh, Rakesh Tiwari
and company will present the
dance drama ‘Ram Van Gaman’. 

Apart from this, Ram Bhajan
will be presented by Mrs. Gopa
Sanyal. Bhajan, Jasgeet and
folk songs will be presented by
Mrs. Alka Chandrakar. Manas
singing will be presented by
various Manas troupes.

‘Ramotsav’ at Mata Koushalya Dhaam today
Raipur, Jan 21: Members of
Shri Hanuman Sewa Dal
(SHSD) distributed ‘Shri
Ram Stuti’, Shri Ram Aarti
Bag, ‘diyas’, and ‘Shri Ram
Dhwaj’ at city’s Jaistambh
Chowk on Sunday to the peo-
ple on the occasion of conse-
cration ceremony of Shri
Ramlala’s in Ayodhya on
Jan 22.

Pankaj Mishra of SHSD
informed that Jan 22 is most

important day in life of
every Indian and in this all
are very enthusiastic and
SHSD also tried to be part of
the same with small contri-
bution. Pankaj Mishra in-
formed that on Sunday, a
total of 5000 ‘Shri Ram Bags’
including ‘Shri Ram Dhwaj’,
‘Shri Ram Stuti’, ‘Shri Ram
Aarti’, ‘and 25000 ‘diyas’
were distributed. It is an ef-
fort on part of SHSD to en-

sure that on Jan 22, there is
lighting of ‘diyas’, flashing
of the Shri Ram’s flag and
‘Shri Ram Stuti’ and ‘Aarti’
in every house. In this distri-
bution programme, Pankaj
Mishra, Prashant Dubey,
Abhishekh Sharma, Deepak
Bagga, Manharan Verma,
Sankalp Mishra, Pankaj
Thakur, Aakarsh Shukla,
Hemant Patel and others
were present.

SHSD distributes 5000 ‘Shri Ram bags’
Folk artists of Ch’garh
to give devotional
presentation
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Raipur, Jan 21: In the first
session of the second day
of the two-day orientation
program, the newly-elected
MLAs of Chhattisgarh
Assembly were made
aware of the functions and
proceedings of the
Assembly and parliamen-
tary procedures. During

this session, MLA and for-
mer Minister Ajay
Chandrakar addressed the
Question Hour as a guest
speaker and provided de-
tailed information about
the importance of asking
questions, types of ques-
tions, half hour discus-
sion, topics etc. In the sec-
ond session of the pro-
gram, former Assembly
Speaker Dr. Prem Prakash
Pandey elaborated on the
budget, the process of mak-
ing the budget, types of
budgets and finalization.

On this occasion, Health
Minister Shyam Bihari
Jaiswal, Finance Minister
O.P. Chaudhary, Assembly
Secretary Dinesh Sharma
were also present.

Addressing the newly
elected MLAs, Ajay
Chandrakar said that ques-
tions have great power.
This is the soul of democ-
racy. Through questions,
MLAs can convey the feed-
back of public. MLAs can
utilize the time of
Question Hour to have a
powerful impact as public

representative. The
Executive, Legislature and
Cabinet are also collective-
ly responsible for Question
Hour. Elaborating on the
types of questions,
starred, unstarred and
short notice, he said that
MLAs can ask a maximum
of four questions in a day,
for which they would have
to give notice of the ques-
tion 21 days in advance.
MLAs were told that
preparation is important
for proper utilization of
the Question Hour.
Questions should reflect
public aspirations and
MLA’s readiness, dedica-
tion, originality and seri-
ousness. He urged the
newly-elected MLAs to ask
such questions in public
interest. He motivated the
new MLAs to enter the
Assembly with a student-
like attitude and continue
to learn and grow.

Power to Questions is the soul
of democracy: Chandrakar

Budget is decided
only after assessing
the current economic
situation: Dr. Pandey

Raipur, Jan 21: Finance
Minister OP Chaudhary,
in the presence of Deputy
Chief Minister Arun Sao,
chaired review meeting
with senior officials of the
department regarding the
budget session of the
Public Works
Department, Public
Health Engineering
Department and Urban
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
Department.

At the meeting,
Choudhary and Dy. CM
Sao had a detailed discus-
sion with the departmen-
tal officers regarding the
budget of important

schemes in the meeting.
Budget and grants for var-
ious schemes including
the infrastructure of
urban bodies, smart city
Raipur-Bilaspur, construc-
tion and maintenance of
state highways and Amrit
Mission were reviewed.
Meanwhile, constructive
suggestions such as online

monitoring of water qual-
ity, development of Jal
Jeevan Mission dash-
board and state portal
were also received.

Choudhary and Sao re-
viewed the budget of the
departments and  provid-
ed necessary guidelines to
the department officials
concerned.

Dy CM Sao and Finance Minister
reviewe departmental budget

CM Sai announces closure
of slaughterhouses and

meat shops today
Raipur, Jan 21: In a sig-
nificant decision, Chief
Minister Vishnu Deo Sai
has announced the closure
of slaughterhouses and
meat-selling shops in
Chhattisgarh on 22
January, marking the aus-
picious occasion of Shri
Ram Lalla Pran
Pratishtha. This decision,
driven by a consideration
of public faith, aims to ho-
nour the sanctity of the
event. The Urban
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
Department, under the di-
rectives of Chief Minister
Shri Sai, has issued an of-
ficial order to implement
this decision.

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJaann  2211::  Astitva Women
Education & Empowerment
Foundation, Chhattisgarh ran
sickle cell awareness campaign
in rural areas to provide educa-
tion about screening, causes,
symptoms, and available treat-
ments.

In an interactive session
with the students and the com-
munity, healthcare experts
explained the genetic aspects
of sickle cell disease, and the
importance of screening. He
also discussed prevention and
management strategies.

A compelling ‘Nukkad Natak’
was performed to bring the

crucial message of sickle cell
awareness to the heart of the
rural community. The street
play captivated the audience
with a mix of entertainment
and education, shedding light
on the impact of the disease

and conveyed the message of
sickle cell awareness in an
engaging and relatable man-
ner.

The “Swasthya Samwad”
successfully reached a signifi-
cant portion of the rural com-

munity, promoting awareness,
early detection, screening and
proactive health management.
The campaign fostered a sense
of empowerment within the
community, encouraging indi-
viduals to take charge of their
health and well-being.

Thanks to Anupam Diwan,
Dr. Shivam Kumar Sharma
from VY Hospital, Raipur, and
the Nukkad Natak team con-
sisting of Sakshi Nayak, Ravina
Kandra, Chanchal Dhiwar,
Niharika Markhande, Samiksha
Nayak and Nandinee Verma for
driving the community-driven
healthcare campaigns.

Sickle Cell awareness campaign organized 

Raipur, Jan 21: School of
Business and
Management Studies-
MATS University con-
ducted its prestigious 5
Days FDP program on the
topic Advance Research
Methodology and
Publishing in which vari-
ous sub themes from vari-
ous aspects of research
were covered in the past 5
days the FDP started on
15th January 2024 and
lasted up to 19th January
2024, in this FDP the key
note speakers expressed
their views and shared
their valuable thoughts
on different dimensions
of research

On first day the
Keynote speaker Dr.
Dhananjay Bapat
(Assistant Professor-IIM
Raipur) delivered lecture
on Identification of
Research Problem, &
Framework of Designing
Literature Review, On
second day the keynote
speaker Dr. Amit Kumar
Agrawal (Assistant

Professor-IIIT Naya
Raipur) delivered lecture
on Research Design and
Instrument Validation,
on 3rd Day the speaker
D r. G . K . D e s h m u k h
(Associate Professor-
PRSU Raipur) delivered
lecture on Fake Predatory
Cloned Journal on fourth
day on forth day of FDP
again Dr. Amit Kumar
Agrawal (IIIT Naya
Raipur) explained briefly
about the core and crust
of how to design the liter-
ature review and on the
fifth and last day of the
FDP the guest speaker
was Professor Dr.Ashok
Pradhan (Prof.& Head-

School of Studies
Anthropology PRSU) de-
livered lecture on
Advance Research,
Hypothesis Testing and
Plagiarism. The all ses-
sion were very interactive
as huge number of HOD’s
Faculty members and
Research Scholars from
different Universities and
Colleges participated in
this FDP and share their
feedback and attended the
session very actively, the
HoD of Department
(School of Business and
Management Studies)
Dr.Umesh Gupta chaired
the session and congratu-
lated the team for organ-

izing this faculty develop-
ment program The
Chancellor  Gajraj
Pagariya Vice
P r o f . D r. K . P. Y a d a v
Director General, Priyesh
Pagariya and Registrar
Gokulananda Panda ex-
pressed their best wishes
and extended their warm
regards to team com-
merce and management
for organizing the faculty
development program
successfully an at last
there was a question hour
session and photo session
and the program ended
with valediction and cer-
tificate distribution cere-
mony 

MATS University conducts 5 days
Faculty Development Program

Bijapur, Jan 21: Under
the Road Safety month, a
new initiative is being
taken every day by the
Traffic Department to
make people aware about
traffic through various
events. On Sunday pam-
phlets were distributed in
the weekly market to the
people who came from
local and other villages.
They made people aware
through pamphlets that
they should always walk
on the footpath, use Zebra
crossing while crossing
the road and do not run
across the road. They also
appealed to the people to
help the blind and elderly
people in crossing the
road, to limit the speed,
not to park in the middle
of the road, follow the
traffic signals, rules and

signs and drive safely and
carefully. Under the road
safety program, the above
advice given will continue
for a month. Under this
road safety, various events
are being organized to
create awareness among
the people in which hel-
mets are given to motorcy-
clists, traffic logos and
roses are given to those
wearing seat belts in four-
wheeler.

People are being made

aware about not riding a
motorcycle under the in-
fluence of alcohol, wear-
ing a helmet while driving
two-wheeler and follow-
ing the traffic rules.

It was told in this pro-
gram that in today’s time,
most of the people suffer
serious injuries in motor-
cycle accidents when  they
are not wearing helmets
because in a motorcycle
accident, if a person is not
wearing a helmet, it leads

to head injury and the ac-
cident becomes serious.
For those wearing a hel-
met it only causes injuries
to hands and legs which
can be treated with med-
ical care.

Due to all these reasons,
the police department is
continuously appealing
all to wear helmets. Auto
and taxi drivers were also
counseled and adminis-
tered pledge to follow traf-
fic rules.

Traffic police distribute pamphlets to create awareness
Under Road Safety
in Bijapur weekly
market 

Bijapur, Jan 21: Viksit
Bharat Sankalp Yatra
(VBSY) camp was organ-
ized in Bijapur and
Bhopalpatnam Nagar pan-
chayat. It was organized by
Municipality Bijapur in
the premises of the
District Office. Through
the camp, the message of
the Prime Minister of
India was read out in a
LED vehicle. Public repre-
sentatives and common
citizens took a pledge to
make a self-reliant and de-
veloped India by the year
2047, the centenary of the
country’s independence.

Through the camp, de-
partmental stalls of public
welfare schemes of the
government were set up

which included Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana,
Pradhan Mantri Suraksha
Bima Yojana, Pradhan
Mantri Swanidhi Yojana,
Pradhan Mantri Jeevan
Jyoti Yojana, Pradhan
Mantri Vishwakarma
Yojana, Pension Yojana,
Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala
Yojana, Aadhaar Card
Update, Ayushman Card
Scheme and  people were
benefited from public wel-
fare schemes through vari-
ous departmental stalls in-
cluding Mudra Loan
Scheme.

Under the Pradhan
Mantri Swanidhi Yojana, a
cheque of Rs 10,000 each
was given to two benefici-
aries. After the completion

of the PMAY, the keys of
new completed houses
were handed over to the
beneficiaries. Free health
check-up, treatment and
medicine distribution
were also done through the
camp in which people en-
thusiastically got health
check-up and availed
health facilities. During
this, a cultural program
was presented by school
girls.

Beneficiary Triveni
Mandavi, who benefited
from the Prime Minister
Vishwakarma Scheme
under “Meri Kahani Meri
Jubani”, shared her expe-
rience and expressed her
gratitude to the govern-
ment and administration

for benefiting from the
scheme. The beneficiaries
benefited from the PMAY
expressed gratitude to the
Central Government and
the Prime Minister of the
country Narendra Modi,
for getting rid of the ‘kuc-
cha’ houses and getting
new ‘pucca’ houses from
the Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana.

Similarly, beneficiary
Madhu Singh expressed
his gratitude to the govern-
ment and administration
while giving information
about expanding his busi-
ness by benefiting from the
loan scheme. In the pro-
gram at Bijapur,
Municipality President
Benhoor Rawatia, senior
citizens G Venkat, Srinivas
Mudaliar and senior offi-
cials of the district admin-
istration, Joint Collector
Pawan Kumar Premi, in-
charge CEO District
Panchayat Geet Kumar
Sinha, CMO Municipality
John Paul and ward coun-
cilors and distinguished
citizens were present.

VBSY camp held in urban bodies of Bijapur 
And in
Bhopalpatnam

People expressed
happiness after
benefiting from var-
ious schemes of the
govt

Central Chronicle News

Bijapur, Jan 21: Three
Maoists killed in an en-
counter between police
and Maoists in the hill of
Belam Gutta near Balam
Nendra under Basaguda
police station area have
been identified.

This include two
Female Maoists viz.
party member Soni

Madakam D/o Kalal po-
lice station Basaguda and
party member Nagi

Punem D/o Bichen
Punem village Nendra
police station Basaguda.

The male Maoist idenfi-
tied is Kosa Caram
DAKMS President
Nendra.

Under the surrender
and rehabilitation policy
of the state government,
a reward of Rs 1 lakh has
been declared for the
male Maoist Kosa Karam
DAKMS president who
was killed in the en-
counter.

Three Maoists killed in encounter identified 
Raipur, Jan 21: A delegation of
Chhattisgarh Veteran Cricket
Association (CVCA) paid cour-
tesy visit to Chief Minister
Vishnu Deo Sai at state circuit
house ‘Pahuna’ here on Sunday.
The delegation informed CM
Sai that Board for Veteran
Cricket in India (BVCI) will be
organising Indian Veteran
Premier League in Dehradun
form Feb 22 to March 3.

In this a total of 6 teams will
be taking part along with that
of Chhattisgarh. In
Chhattisgarh’s team also many
international players will be tak-

ing part. CM wished all the best
to the Veteran Cricket team of
Chhattisgarh.

On this occasion Tarunesh
Parihar, Rajiv Soni, Indrajeet
Singh Khalsa, Sonu Saluja,
Rajesh and other members of
CVCA were present.

Ch’garh Veteran cricket
team to take part

In the Indian Veteran
Premium league from
Feb 22- March 3

CVCA delegation pays
courtesy visit to CM

Amit Shah accorded
warm welcome

Raipur: Union Home
Minister Amit Shah was
accorded warm welcome by
CM Vishnu Deo Sai at the
Swamy Vivekanand Airport
here on Sunday. On this occa-
sion Dy. CM Vijay Sharma
and LS MP Sunil Soni, ex-VS
Speaker Gaurishankar
Agrawal and former RDA
Chairman Sanjay Shrivatava
were also present.
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KOLAM COMPETITION

Participants work on their 'Kolam' designs during a competition outside Sree
Padmanabhaswamy Temple, in Thiruvananthapuram, Sunday. 

Chennai, Jan 21 (PTI): 

Citing a Tamil daily's
reportage, Union Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Sunday
alleged that the Tamil
Nadu government admin-
istered temples have
barred puja for Lord Ram
on the day of the conse-
cration of the grand tem-
ple in Ayodhya, which
was dismissed by the
state as a false news with
ulterior motives.

Sitharaman, in a post
on X alleged: "TN govt
has banned watching live
telecast of
#AyodhaRamMandir
programmes of 22 Jan 24.
In TN there are over 200

temples for Shri Ram. In
HR&CE managed tem-
ples no puja/bhajan/
prasadam/ annadanam
in the name of Shri Ram
is allowed. Police are
stopping privately held
temples also from organ-
ising events. They are
threatening organisers
that they will rip off pan-
dals. Strongly condemn
this anti-Hindu, hateful
action." The Union
Minister tagged the
Tamil newspaper's report
in this regard.

Reacting to the allega-
tion, Tamil Nadu Hindu
Religious and Charitable
Endowments Minister, P
K Sekar Babu said there
is no such ban. In temples

in Tamil Nadu, the HR &
CE Department has not
imposed any kind of ban
for conduct of puja for
Lord Ram. Also, there is
no bar to distribute
'Annadhanam' and
'Prasadam.'

"A rumour is being dis-
seminated to divert peo-
ple's attention from the
DMK's youth wing con-
ference, underway now at
Salem," he said in a social
media post.

Further, Sekar Babu
dubbed the reportage as
completely false and had
ulterior motives. He said
it was regrettable that
Sitharaman, who holds a
high office, was circulat-
ing such fake news.

New Delhi, Jan 21 (PTI): 

The All India Institute of
Medical Sciences (AIIMS)
here will remain open on
Monday, reversing its earli-
er decision to shut OPD
services till 2:30 pm on the
occasion of the consecra-
tion ceremony at the
Ayodhya Ram temple.

"In continuation of the
Office Memorandum dated
January 20, all clinical serv-

ices including the
Outpatient Services (OPD)
shall remain open to pre-
vent any inconvenience to
patients and to facilitate pa-
tient care services," a fresh
office memorandum issued
by AIIMS said on Sunday.
Later in the day, the Lady
Hardinge Medical College
too announced that all serv-
ices, including OPD and
emergency, will be function-
al throughout Monday.

Arunachal priest bowled
over by Ayodhya hospitality

Itanagar, Jan 21 (PTI): 

A renowned priest from
Arunachal Pradesh, who
will attend the consecra-
tion of Ram temple in
Ayodhya, has appreciated
the hospitality given to
him in the temple town.
Mogi Ori, who is a Donyi-
Polo Kargu Gamgi priest
in West Siang district, said
he found heaven on earth
after visiting Ayodhya.

"I think I have found
heaven on earth by visit-
ing the place," he told PTI
from Ayodhya. He said he
is attending the consecra-
tion event to propagate
and promote Donyi-
Poloism in other parts of
the country.

Ori said three to four
priests from the state are
attending the event and all

of them are staying with
the karsevaks. Meanwhile,
preparations are on to cel-
ebrate the historic occa-
sion in the northeastern
state on Monday.

Cleanliness drives in
various temples are going
on and in many places, big
screens have been in-
stalled to live stream the
consecration ceremony.
The ruling BJP in the state
is also gearing up with
various programmes to
mark the event.

"The party is installing
big screens for live stream-
ing the consecration cere-
mony in various district
offices and even ministers
and MLAs are organising
similar events in their
own capacities," party's
general secretary Tadar
Niglar said.

Niglar, who is also the
chairman of Sadbhaav
Arunachal, a social organ-
isation, informed that his
NGO had launched the
Ram Jyoti vitaran abhiyan
(distribution of lamps) on
Saturday in the state capi-
tal and is contemplating to
distribute around 10,800
diyas (lamps) to the people
of the state capital by
Sunday evening.

"Our NGO had already
installed five LED TVs in
prominent locations of the
state capital to enable peo-
ple witness the historic oc-
casion and our volunteers
will distribute around six
quintals of sweets to the
citizens," Niglar added.
The BJP leader appealed
to the people of the state to
light diyas in their homes
to mark the occasion.

Ayodhya, Jan 21 (PTI): 

A multi-layer security
cover is in place in
Ayodhya for the consecra-
tion ceremony at the Ram
temple, with 10,000 CCTV
cameras and drones
equipped with artificial in-
telligence keeping an eye
on the movement of peo-
ple and police personnel in
plain clothes deployed at
the venue.

From Dharam Path and
Ram Path here, which are
witnessing a huge influx
of devotees, to bylanes of
the Hanumangarhi area
and Asharfi Bhavan road,
policemen can be seen pa-
trolling the streets. Uttar
Pradesh Anti Terrorist
Squad (ATS) personnel
had also conducted pa-
trolling in Ayodhya on

Saturday.
"Ayodhya is now under

the watchful eye of drones
equipped with artificial in-
telligence, alongside the
utilisation of anti-mine
drones, as part of the con-
certed efforts to enhance
security in the temple
town," a senior police offi-
cial said. While AI-sup-
ported drones are conduct-
ing aerial surveillance
across Ayodhya, anti-mine
drones are simultaneously
inspecting the ground for
mines or explosives, he
said.

Operating at a height of
one metre above the
ground, the anti-mine
drones are equipped with
advanced technology like
spectrometer wavelength
detection for detecting un-
derground explosives, the
official said. Movable bar-
riers with barbed wires at-
tached to them can be spot-
ted almost at every promi-

nent crossing in the city, as
policemen use them to reg-
ulate traffic especially dur-
ing VVIP movements.

"The 'pran pratishtha'
ceremony, which will be
held on Monday, is going to
be a historic event. For
this, the Uttar Pradesh
Police has made elaborate

security arrangements
and along with it, security
has been ensured for every
road along the entire red
zone, yellow zone and
Ayodhya district,"
Director General (DG),
Law and Order, Prashant
Kumar had recently said.

To ensure better securi-

ty arrangements at the
programme venue in
Ayodhya, technology is
being used on a large scale.
"For this, 10,000 CCTV
cameras have been in-
stalled in the entire
Ayodhya district. In some
of these CCTV cameras,
we are using AI-based tech-
nology so that we can
maintain a strict vigil on
commuters," the DG said.
Police personnel with
multi-lingual skills will be
deployed in plain clothes at
the programme venue.

The senior police official
also said the security along
the Saryu river has also
been increased with the
help of NDRF and SDRF
teams. "We are coordinat-
ing with other agencies.
Checking is going on at the
international and inter-
state borders. Police will
use drones for crowd con-
trol and for diversion of
excess crowd," he had said.

Kangana, Shefali Shah reach Ayodhya;
Rajinikanth leaves for temple town

New Delhi, Jan 21 (PTI): 

Actors Kangana
Ranaut, Shefali Shah,
Pawan Kalyan, and
Randeep Hooda were
among the Indian cinema
personalities who arrived
in Ayodhya ahead of the
grand Ram temple conse-
cration ceremony. Veteran
star Rajinikanth and
music composer Shankar
Mahadevan, who are also
part of the event's guest
list, were spotted at the
Lucknow airport on
Sunday as they left for the
temple town.

While about 8,000 people
are in the long list of invi-
tees for Monday's ceremo-
ny, the select list features
506 A-listers, including
prominent politicians,
leading industrialists, top
film stars, sportspersons,

diplomats, judges
and high priests.
Ranaut on
Sunday said it's
her "good for-
tune" to be invit-
ed for the ceremo-
ny. She met her
spiritual guru
R a m b h a d r a -
charya, partici-
pated in a yagya
and paid a visit to
the Hanuman
Garhi temple for
a clean-up drive
here. The 36-year-
old actor, who
reached Ayodhya
on Saturday, said
devotees are wait-
ing for Lord
Ram's arrival.

"Many priests
are carrying out rituals
and reciting verses in the
name of Lord Hanuman.

The energy here is mirac-
ulous. It's my good fortune
that I'm getting an oppor-

tunity to be part of this
ceremony. We all are busy
making arrangements to
welcome Ram Lalla ji.
May Lord Ram bless us.
Jai Shri Ram!" she told re-
porters here. Shefali Shah,
who arrived in Ayodhya
with her producer-hus-
band Vipul Shah on
Sunday, said they are hon-
oured to be here.

"It (consecration cere-
mony) is one of the biggest
cultural moments that our
country and we as Indians
can experience. I am just
feeling so proud being an
Indian. Our culture is so
rich but we are pretty un-
aware of it," she told re-
porters at the Ayodhya air-
port. Pawan Kalyan, actor
and Jana Sena Party
founder, said "a long-cher-
ished prayer" is finally be-
coming a reality.

R-DAY REHEARSAL

Indian Navy personnel during rehearsal for the Republic Day Parade 2024, in New Delhi, Sunday.

Actor Kangana Ranaut takes blessings
from spiritual leader Rambhadracharya
ahead of the consecration ceremony of
Ram Mandir, in Ayodhya, Sunday.

AI-based cameras, drones deployed in Ayodhya
To ensure security 
in Ayodhya

UP Police Anti-Terrorist Squad (ATS) commandos stand
guard on a road ahead of the Ram temple consecration
ceremony, in Ayodhya, Sunday.

TN has banned Ram Temple
telecast, says Sitharaman

AIIMS reverses order, to
remain open on Jan 22

Ram temple consecration marks campaign 
for reconstruction of ‘Bharatvarsh’: Bhagwat

New Delhi, Jan 21 (PTI): 

The "entry" of Ram Lalla
in his birth place in
Ayodhya and the temple's
'Pran Pratishtha' ceremony
will be the beginning of the
campaign for "reconstruc-
tion of Bharatvarsh" which
is for harmony, unity,
progress, peace and well-
being of everyone, RSS
chief Mohan Bhagwat said
on Sunday.

In an article posted on the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh's (RSS) website,
Bhagwat referred to the
"continuous struggle of the
Hindu society" for the con-
struction of the temple in
Ayodhya and said the "con-
flict and bitterness" over the
dispute should now come to
an end. After years of legal
struggle, the Supreme Court
pronounced a "balanced"
verdict on November 9, 2019,
after examining "the truth
and facts" and also hearing
the arguments of all the

parties in the case, he said.
Bhagwat said from a
"Dharmic" point of view,
Lord Ram is the "most wor-
shipped deity" of the major-
ity society in the country
and is still accepted as an
ideal of conduct by the en-
tire society. "Hence, now the
conflict that has arisen as
for and against over the dis-
pute should be ended. The
bitterness that has arisen in
the meantime should also
end. The enlightened people

of the society must see that
the dispute ends complete-
ly," he said. "Ayodhya means
a city where there is no war,
a place free from conflict.
On this occasion, in the en-
tire country, reconstruction
of Ayodhya is the need of
the hour and also the duty of
all of us," Bhagwat said.
The RSS chief said the occa-
sion of construction of the
Ram temple in Ayodhya
marks the "reawakening of
national pride". This also

signifies the "acceptance of
the vision of life behind the
character of Shri Ram by
the modern Bharatiya soci-
ety", he added.

The 'pran pratishtha'
(consecration) ceremony
will be held at the Ram tem-
ple on January 22 and will
be attended by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath,
Bhagawat and more than
7,000 people, including
seers. "This world is (in a)
destructive frenzy due to
egoism, selfishness and dis-
crimination and is bringing
infinite calamities upon it-
self. The entry of Shri Ram
Lalla in Ram Janmabhoomi
and his Pran Pratishtha is
the beginning of the cam-
paign for reconstruction of
Bharatvarsh which is for
the well-being of all, accept-
ing all without enmity and
showing the path of harmo-
ny, unity, progress and
peace," Bhagwat said.

Rahul’s flying kisses to
crowd shouting ‘Modi, Modi’

Nagaon (Assam), Jan 21 (PTI): 

As a group of BJP work-
ers chanted "Jai Shri Ram"
and raised "Modi, Modi"
slogans in front of Rahul
Gandhi's Bharat Jodo Nyay
Yatra bus here, the
Congress leader waved,
gave flying kisses and
stepped down to meet
them. "Our 'Mohabbat ki
dukaan' (shop of love) is
open for everyone. 'Judega
Bharat, Jeetega
Hindustan'," Gandhi said in
a post on X while sharing a
video of the incident.

Later addressing a public
meeting here, the Congress
MP narrated the incident
and said the Congress is
neither scared of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
nor Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma.
The Congress has claimed
that its leaders, including
Gandhi and Jairam
Ramesh, were targeted by

BJP supporters during the
Assam leg of the
Manipur-to-Maharashtra
Nyay Yatra.

The BJP, however,
claimed that Gandhi was
rattled after "Jai Shri Ram"
and "Modi, Modi" slogans
were raised in his presence.
"If this is how rattled he is,
how will he face the people
of this country in days
ahead, after the anti-Hindu
Congress rejected the in-
vite to be part of the 'Pran
Pratishtha' (January 22
Ram temple consecration
ceremony) in Ayodhya?"
BJP IT cell head Amit
Malviya said on X tagging
the video.

NYAY YATRA
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Bhilai, Jan 21: Inspector
General of Police (Durg
Range) Badri Narayan
Meena reviewed the pend-
ing cases of missing chil-
dren during a meeting
held the other day. Nodal
officers of the district
were present in the review
meeting while the
Superintendents of Police
participated in the meet-

ing through video confer-
encing. In the meeting, the
nodal officers formed a
team under their supervi-
sion, assigned tasks to the
team and directed them to
carry out the verification
process. Efforts should be
made to obtain mobile
numbers and contact de-
tails by thoroughly investi-
gating each case of a miss-

ing person. The investigat-
ing officers appointed for
the investigation should
visit the homes of each
missing child and contact
their family members and
relatives to obtain neces-
sary information and do
the follow up as per the
need. Strict instructions
have been given to im-
prove the level of search-
ing by establishing coordi-
nation with the stakehold-
er departments and social
organizations working in
the area. Although all the
units are taking action
under the special cam-
paign "Operation
Muskaan", instructions
have been given to im-
prove the level of docu-
mentation by following
technical analysis and in-
structions issued by the
Police Headquarters.

IGP reviews missing
children cases

Bhilai, Jan 21: The minute
painting of Lord Shri Ram
on a small grain of rice is a
subject of curiosity among
the people. Pictures of Lord
Buddha, Shri Krishna and
Lord Shankar have also
been made in this small rice
bowl. This picturesque art-
work full of colours is the
creation of Ankush
Dewangan, a Limca and
Golden Book of the World
Record award winning
sculptor. There is no doubt
that the entire country is in
the grip of a spiritual at-
mosphere regarding the
consecration of Ramlala in
Ayodhya on January 22,
2024. Ahead of it, huge stat-
ues of Lord Shri Ram are
being carved all around. In
such a situation, Ankush
Dewangan, a powerful sig-
nature of the contemporary
Indian art world, has creat-
ed a complete picture of the

archer Lord Shri Ram on a
small grain of rice. This art-
work is not visible to the
naked eye. A micro power
lens is required to see this.

As is known Ankush
Dewangan has already re-
ceived the Limca Book of
Records award for making
the world's smallest sculp-
tures. He was given this
award for making an idol of
Lord Ganesha that was 20

times smaller than a mus-
tard seed. Apart from more
than 500 successful exhibi-
tions of his micro art across
the country, he has also
hoisted the flag of his art
across the seven seas. It
took him about three
months to make the picture
of Lord Shri Ram and three
other deities along with the
Lord. During this period,
about 125 kg rice also got

spoiled. But he did not give
up and fulfilling his resolve,
he completed this delicate
painting even before the in-
stallation of Ramlala.

Ankush Dewangan not
only creates miniature art
but also has expertise in
creating the biggest art-
works. In Dalli Rajhara, he
has created the chariot of
Krishna-Arjuna Bhishma
Pitamah as huge as a six-

storey building by welding
it from waste iron scrap,
which is considered to be
the world's largest iron
chariot. The grand Krishna
Arjun chariot of Civic
Center, Sail Parivar Chowk,
Nataraja of Bhilai Niwas,
Panthi Chowk of
Ruabadha, Prime Minister
Trophy Chowk of Boria
Gate, Shramveer Chowk of
Sector 1 and Ethics art-
works of Suniti Udyan in
Sector 8 reflect the heights
of his art.

The artworks created by
him are present in many
cities of the country like
PurkhautiMuktagan of
Raipur, Raj Bhawan
Bhopal, Surajkund
Haryana, Durgapur Steel
Plant. He is the first artist
from Chhattisgarh to be-
come a board member of
Lalit Kala Academy in New
Delhi.

Minute painting of Shri Ram on a rice
grain becomes subject of curiosity

Bhilai, Jan 21: 

On the eve of the con-
secration of Shri
Ramlala in Ayodhya, a
unique programme of
mass recitation of
Hanuman Chalisa was
organised in Durg on

Sunday. The enthusiasm
is at its peak in Durg dis-
trict also. Here, grand
and large-scale devotion-
al and cultural programs
are being organized at
the district and block
level. A programme of
Manas singing by Manas

troupes is being organ-
ized in major temples in
all three development
blocks including the dis-
trict headquarters Durg.
On Sunday, a large num-
ber of devotees recited
Hanuman Chalisa at
Pandit Ravi Shankar

Stadium of the district
headquarters. Devotees
took out a grand proces-
sion from various small
and big temples of the
city and reached Pandit
Ravi Shankar Stadium.
Around 3.00 pm, the huge
crowd started reciting
Hanuman Chalisa, which
continued till evening.

All the government
buildings have been deco-
rated with lights.
Slaughter houses and

meat shops will remain
closed in the district on
January 22. Collector
Richa Prakash
Chaudhary has issued or-
ders to keep slaughter
houses and meat shops
closed in the entire dis-
trict on the occasion of
consecration at Ayodhya
Shri Ram Temple. She
has asked the concerned
officials to ensure that
the order is strictly fol-
lowed in the district.

Devotees recite Hanuman Chalisa on Pran Pratistha eve
Bhilai, Jan 21: The idol of
Lord Shri Ramlala will be
consecrated in Ram
Janmabhoomi Ayodhya
Temple on January 22. To
make this historical day
memorable, preparations
are being made on a large
scale by the devotees of
Lord Ram at the global
level. People are organiz-
ing different types of
events to make every mo-
ment of this day memo-
rable. SR Hospital and
Research CenterChikhli,
the largest private hospital
of Durg district, will wit-
ness a busy day because of
a free health check-up
camp on January 22. In the
said camp, normal deliv-
ery, caesarean delivery
and cataract operation
will be done free of cost.

Medical Superintendent
Dr SP Kesarwani said that
they all are waiting for the
day of 22 January 2024. He

said that on this historic
day, a free health check-up
camp has been organized
at SR Hospital on 22
January 2024. In the said
camp, normal delivery,
caesarean delivery and
cataract operations will be
done free of cost. Patients
will have to pay only for
medicines and tests.

Hospital Chairman
Sanjay Tiwari said that
people of all religions, all
castes, all communities
and all classes have coop-
erated in organizing the
consecration of the idol of
Lord Shri Ram Lala on
January 22.

The hospital team has
made complete prepara-
tions for the successful or-
ganization of the said free
health check-up camp. The
hospital appealed to the
people of the area to take
advantage of the free
health check-up camp.

Ram Mandir consecration: SR Hospital
to provide free services today

Man killed in road
mishap; son injured
BBhhiillaaii,,  JJaann  2211::  A man was killed
and his son suffered fatal injuries
in a road accident which
occurred at Patel Square in Durg
late evening on Saturday. They
were moving on a scooter and
were hit by a rashly moving car.
The man was thrown away and
died on the spot due to fatal
injuries. His son has also suffered
serious injuries and is recuperat-
ing in the hospital. According to
information, the deceased was
Prakash Jain, a resident of
Rishabh Colony, Durg. He was
returning home from his shop
with his son Priyank Jain on a
scooter. Priyank was riding the
scooter. They were hit by a
speeding car (CG08-AV-9503) at
Patel Square. Prakash Jain suf-
fered fatal head injury in the
mishap and died on the spot.
Priyank has also suffered serious
injuries and is recuperating in the
hospital. The car driver left the
vehicle at the mishap site and
fled away. Police have seized the
vehicle and lodged an offence
against the driver.

Woman killed in fire sparked by incense stick
Bhilai, Jan 21: An old lady was killed in a fire sparked by an incense stick in Jamul on the interven-
ing night of Saturday. The 90-year-old lady was burnt alive in this mishap. Police have lodged a
case and investigations are on. According to information, the deceased was Dukhiya Bai (90) a res-
ident of Jamul. Her daughter-in-law had kept a mosquito repellent incense stick beneath her cot.
It is suspected that the blanket or bed sheet would have caught fire from the incense stick. As the
family members did not hear the lady's screams, it is suspected that the old lady would have died
due to suffocation and thereafter the body got charred on the burning bed. The family came to
know about the incident the next morning. On information, a team of Jamul Police Station reached
the spot and conducted crime scene investigation. After preparing an inquest, police sent the body
for autopsy. Further investigations are on.

Bhilai, Jan 21: 

The closing ceremony
of 11th Mar Theodosius
Football Tournament was
held on January 20, 2024
in the MGM School's
Football ground. The foot-
ball tournament that
brought together 8 teams,
experienced extremely ex-
citing, dramatic and at-
tractive matches along-
side the enthusiastic
cheersof audience.

The Chief Guest for the
closing ceremony was
Amrik Singh, Senior
Sports Officer,
H i g h e r E d u c a t i o n
Department.The Special
Guest for the day was
Praveen Singh Ex- Tata
Academy Team and Ex-
SAIL TeamPlayer.The
other distinguished
guests who graced the cer-
emony were Rev Fr Shaji
M baby, VicePresident of
the School, CA Roshan V

Koshy - Hon Treasurer of
the School and TT
Mathew,School Managing
Committee Member.

In his welcome address,
the Principal In-charge
Shaji Chacko applauded

the efforts of each andev-
ery one sincerely associat-
ed in making the event a
grand success. He said
that taking part ismore
important than winning.
He concluded by wishing

the teams a glorious fu-
ture ahead withsuccess in
all their endeavours. The
chief guest in his speech
expressed pleasure at
being presenton this day.
He congratulated every-

one associated with the
school and said that com-
petitionenables the stu-
dents to play with the
spirit of true sportsman-
ship.

The fierce Final Match
between the teams of
Maitri Vidya Niketan and
MGM Senior
SecondarySchool yielded
interesting results where
MGM Senior Secondary
School won the match by
8-1goals.Later, prizes and
certificates were distrib-
uted to the winning and
participating teams.
Thetournament was de-
clared closed by the chief
guest. The program drew
close with the Vote
ofThanks by Rukmani
Deshmukh and concluded
with lowering of school
flag. The
SchoolManagement, the
Principal In-charge and
staff congratulated the
teams.

Mar Theodosius Memorial Football Tournament comes to a close

Bhilai, Jan 21: 

"Raghu Ram Ram" an
invocation song written
and directed by Nishu
Pandey of Artcom, an or-
ganization dedicated to
the art of Chhattisgarh
has been uploaded on
YouTube and has been
liked by hundreds of peo-
ple. About this song on
YouTube, Durg MP Vijay
Baghel said that he felt
like listening to this song
again and again.

Not because he is also
there in this song, but be-
cause in this invocation
song the story of 500
years of Sanatanis is de-
picted. The people of
Bhilai should be proud of
the fact that all the peo-
ple in the song are from
Bhilai and this call song
should be spread among
the masses. Other promi-
nent personalities such

as Sanjay Ojha, KK Jha,
Dr Raksha Singh, Dr
Hansa Shukla, Ajay
Bhasin, Sikh community,
volunteers and BJP
workers expressed happi-
ness over the students
being a part of this song.

Shri Niwas composed

music and lent his voice
to this song written and
directed by Nishu
Pandey while chorus is
by Pradeep Verma,
Rajeev Rao, Preeti Nishu
Pandey, Suman Joshi,
Hemavati Sahu, and
Sound Engineer Sanjeev

Nanda. In the video song
shot at various locations
such as Shri Ram temple
Sector 4, Maharashtra
Mandal and Civic Centre
while acting is by Nishu
Pandey, Vijay Baghel, MP
Durg, Chhattisgarh,
Shekhar Yadav from

Bollywood, Manoj Joshi
from Chhollywood,
Preeti Nishu Pandey,
Arnav Pandey, cine-
matography by
Manmohan Tiwari,
make-up by Shivendra
Thakur and editing by
Lalit Verma.

Song ‘Raghu Ram Ram’ made in city uploaded on YouTube

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJaann  2211::  The Civil
Services Aspirants Club of St
Thomas College, Bhilai inaugu-
rated a fifteen-daycertificate
programme on the topic
"career option in civil servic-
es."The certificateprogramme
aims to provide insight into var-
ious aspects of UPSC and other
competitiveexaminations along
with the degree programme. At
the outset, Dr Sheeja Varkey,
convenor of the Civil Services
Aspirants Club, welcomedthe
gathering. Principal DrMG

Roymon felicitated the distin-
guished guest and highlighte-
don the importance of determi-
nation, perseverance, and dili-
gence for cracking anycompet-
itive exam. Speaking on the
occasion, IQAC Coordinator Dr
Debjani Mukherjeeinspired the
students to set goals and have
strong willpower to achieve
them. Vinay Singh, professional
faculty member of UPSC
coaching academy, was the
guestspeaker for the occasion.
He emphasized on the signifi-

cance of civil services in India
and thepotential career path it
offers. The Resource Person
shared real-life inspirational
anecdotes of many IAS officers
tomotivate the aspirants. While
talking about career options in
the service, he posed a series
ofquestions to the aspirants,
asking them about their inter-
est in the civil service and how
toprepare for selecting a spe-
cialization paper in the civil
service exam. The programme
was conducted by Deepti
Santosh (Head, in charge
Department ofSociology), and
vote of thanks was proposed by
Dr Shubha Diwan (Assistant
Professor,Department of Bio-
Technology), Heads of
Departments, organizing com-
mittee members of civil servic-
es aspirants club, faculty mem-
bers and students were present
in large numbers in the pro-
gramme.

Certificate Programme on ‘Career
Option in Civil Services’ inaugurated

Bhilai, Jan 21: The conse-
cration of Shri Ramlala is
going to be held on 22
January in Ayodhya. There
is no dearth of enthusiasm
for the celebrations in
Durg district also. Here
also, a district level pro-
gramme has been organ-
ized on January 22 from
12.00 noon in the premises
of Shri Ram Janki temple
located in Kasaridih.
Member of Parliament

Vijay Baghel will grace the
function as chief guest.
Special guests will be MLA
(Durg City) Gajendra
Yadav, Rajya Sabha MP
Saroj Pandey, MLA
( A h i w a r a )
DomanlalKarsewada,
MLA (Durg Rural) Lalit
Chandrakar, MLA
(Vaishali Nagar) Rikesh
Sen, MLA (Patan) Bhupesh
Baghel, MLA (Bhilai
Nagar) Devendra Yadav,

Durg Mayor Dheeraj
Bakliwal and District
Panchayat President
Pushpa Yadav. During the
programme, devotional
cultural programs will be
presented by Anand Dhara
Manas Mandali, Malud;
Sai Manas Parivar, Anda;
Upasana Mandali, Karel;
Raghunayak Manas
Mandali, Parsahi and
Navtulsi Manas Parivar
Jogigufa.

Shri RamlalaPranpratistha: District 
level program at Shri Ram Janki temple 
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Mainpur, Jan 21: A two-
day state-level Kabaddi
competition unfolded in
the quaint village of Jidar,
just five kilometers from
the Tehsil Headquarters of
Mainpur, organized by the
Jahunria Girls Kabaddi
Club. The grand finale and
prize distribution ceremo-
ny of this prestigious
event were graced by the
presence of Sanjay Netam,
the Vice President of the
District Panchayat
Gariaband, who presided
as the chief guest.

Addressing the gather-
ing and offering words of
encouragement to the ded-
icated players, Sanjay

Netam underscored the
importance of nurturing
talent and fostering a pas-
sion for Kabaddi among
the youth. He emphasized
that while victory is a
commendable achieve-
ment, what truly matters
is giving one’s absolute
best and striving for 100%
performance. Netam
stressed that every partici-
pant, whether victorious
or not, gains valuable ex-
perience, and both success
and setbacks are integral
parts of any sporting jour-
ney. He extended congratu-
lations to the winners and
inspired the defeated to re-
double their efforts, with

the belief that hard work
and determination lead to
ultimate triumph.

Special guest and for-
mer Sarpanch Pushpa
Devi Kapil underscored
the significance of sports
alongside academics in
today’s world. She ac-
knowledged the evident
enthusiasm of the youth
for Kabaddi, highlighting
its positive impact on their
lives. The event was inau-
gurated by Sarpanch
Duleshwari Nagesh, in the
presence of senior citizen
Ramswaroop Sahu and
Sarpanch of Chhote
Gobra. Ramswaroop Sahu
also shared his thoughts,

and all the esteemed
guests felicitated the win-
ners, runners-up, and the
third and fourth-place
teams with shields and
cash rewards.

The thrilling final
match featured a face-off
between Khudiadihi and
Rajim, with Khudiadihi
securing victory with a
score of 21/15. The win-
ning team, Khudiadihi, re-
ceived the top prize of Rs
11,001 and a shield, while
the runner-up, Rajim, was
awarded Rs 7,001 and a
shield. Sankara, securing
the third position, was pre-
sented with Rs 4,001 and a
shield, and Sehrapali, the
fourth-place team, re-
ceived Rs 2,001 and a
shield.

The event witnessed the
presence of notable fig-
ures such as Janmejay
Netam, Youth Congress
District Vice President
Gunjesh Kapil, Block
Congress Committee Vice
President Harishwar
Patel, Devisingh Markam,
along with a large gather-
ing of villagers and sports
enthusiasts.

Enthusiasm towards Kabaddi game
visible in rural areas: Netam

KKhhaaiirraaggaarrhh,,  JJaann  2211::  In the past
week, Khairagarh has witnessed
a series of tragic road accidents
that have left the streets stained
with the blood of six individuals.
Among the victims, three lost
their lives, while three others are
in critical condition, battling for
their survival. While the local
administration might consider
these incidents as mere acci-
dents to be recorded in official
records, for the grieving fami-
lies, these incidents represent an
enduring and heart-wrenching
pain that will remain with them
forever. It’s imperative that we
learn from these accidents and
collectively work toward imple-
menting meaningful solutions to
minimize, if not entirely prevent,
such road accidents in the
future.

A 14-year-old child was tragi-
cally crushed to death by a
speeding truck transporting
paddy in Mandla. The high speed
of large vehicles on the
Dhamdha route has been a
recurring cause of severe acci-
dents.

Just a day earlier, a 19-year-
old youth from Muteda
Nawangaon, named
Makardhwaj, lost his life in

Amlipara after being hit by a
reckless motorcycle rider.
Makardhwaj, a student at BTI
with dreams of a bright future,
met with an untimely demise.

In Sonesarar, located near
Amlipara, two motorcycles col-
lided with each other, leaving all
three passengers critically
injured. Their condition is so
severe that the police have
been unable to record their
statements as of yet.

Tragically, on the same day,
another life was lost in
Khairagarh. Shreya Karkare, a
student of Kathak at Indira

Kala Sangeet University, met
with a fatal incident due to a
bull attack in the Itwari mar-
ket. While Shreya’s death isn’t
directly linked to the traffic
system, the bull that had been
roaming freely on the roads
had been causing disruptions
and attacking people for sev-
eral days. Despite the local
administration’s awareness of
this issue, no action had been
taken to resolve it.
Regrettably, Shreya, who
aspired to build a future in the
world of art, lost her life as a
result.

Khairagarh’s roads stained with blood
due to increasing accidents

VBSY: A journey towards
a prosperous India

Kharora, Jan 21: In a
momentous event mark-
ing the last stop of the
first phase of the Viksit
Bharat Sankalp Yatra in
the Kharora Division,
Chief Guest Narendra
Singh Thakur, President
of the BJP Mandal
Kharora, conveyed an in-
spiring message of hope
and progress to the vil-
lagers gathered at Gram
Panchayat Khapridih
Khurd.

Thakur emphasized the
unwavering commitment
of the state government in
fulfilling Prime Minister
Modi’s vision. The Yatra
has been initiated with a
steadfast goal of extend-
ing the benefits of various
schemes to every individ-
ual. Thakur stressed that
the government aims to
empower the community,
elevate living standards,
and contribute to the na-
tion’s development.

The event witnessed the
presence of esteemed
guests, including
Surendra Verma Janpad,
Ashok Verma Sarpanch,
Sunil Nayak District
Executive, Deepak
Dhankar Office Incharge,
Atma Verma General
Secretary Kisan Morcha,
and the enthusiastic vil-
lagers.

3 lives lost in 7 days
due to negligence Despite the district’s for-

mation over a year ago, con-
crete initiatives regarding
traffic rules and safety meas-
ures have been conspicuous-
ly absent. Occasional police
enforcement actions,
prompted by the SP’s instruc-
tions, have proven insuffi-
cient to curb accidents.
Regrettably, the issue of
stray cattle disrupting traffic
on Khairagarh’s roads
remains unaddressed. Recent
incidents include the tragic
loss of a Panchayat
Secretary’s life in a road acci-
dent under the Jalabandh

police station jurisdiction,
and multiple accidents near
the Collectorate Chowk in
the district headquarters,
leaving dozens injured. While
black spots have been identi-
fied, significant efforts to
rectify the situation have yet
to materialize. Neglect of
crucial road engineering
parameters further exacer-
bates the problem. Pointing
fingers solely at the adminis-
tration won’t suffice. The
lack of traffic rules and pub-
lic awareness also contribute
significantly to the rising
number of accidents.

Neglect of traffic rules and public awareness  

Kareli Badi, Jan 21: A
significant gathering took
place at the Kareli Badi po-
lice post on Saturday,
marking the inaugural
step towards enhanced
community collaboration.
The occasion saw the
newly appointed police
post in-charge, ASI Ajay
Singh, engage with local
police personnel and pub-
lic representatives, foster-
ing discussions on peace
and reconciliation within
the area.

This landmark meeting
marked the first of its
kind, as the newly appoint-
ed outpost in-charge, ASI
Ajay Singh, directly inter-
acted with the public rep-
resentatives of the region.
During the event, ASI Ajay
Singh had the opportunity
to familiarize himself
with district members,
sarpanches, sub-sarpanch-
es, panchayat members,
village Patels, and

Kotwars from the outpost
area. This face-to-face in-
teraction provided an in-
valuable platform for the
public representatives to
acquaint themselves with
the new outpost in-charge.

Welcoming the atten-
dees, ASI Ajay Singh dedi-
cated time to address the
various issues plaguing
each village within the re-
gion. He emphasized the
primary objective of the
police force – to establish
and maintain peace in the
area. While imparting
legal education, ASI Ajay
Singh encouraged the pub-

lic representatives to col-
laborate wholeheartedly
and adhere to the law
based on their understand-
ing.

In the spirit of commu-
nity cooperation, the po-
lice assured full support in
addressing the concerns
raised during the discus-
sion, reinforcing their
commitment to upholding
peace in the area.
Additionally, this gather-
ing served as an introduc-
tion to the public represen-
tatives, fostering stronger
ties between the police
force and the community.

Among the attendees
were esteemed individuals
such as Sarpanch Domar
Singh Sahu, District
Member Santosh Sahu,
Deputy Sarpanch Padum
Sahu, Sarpanch Giresh
Sahu, Preet Ram
Dewangan, Pawan Sen,
Krishna Kumar Pal, Shiv
Kumar, Sarpanch Tulsi
Nagarchi, Devkaran Sahu,
Dhalsing, Santosh Kumar
Yadav, Ugesh Kumar,
Umesh Sahu, Hemant
Sahu, Tilak Ram Sahu,
Toman Sahu, Bhikham
Sahu, and other promi-
nent community figures.

New police post in-charge engages
with public representatives

ASI Ajay Singh takes
proactive steps
towards peace in
Kareli Badi

Bilaspur, Jan 21: In a spir-
ited response to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
call for cleanliness, an ex-
tensive cleanliness cam-
paign has been launched
across temples and pilgrim-
age sites in Bilaspur dis-
trict. The fervour is un-
matched as both urban and
rural residents eagerly an-
ticipate the Pran Pratishtha
Mahotsav of Shri Ram Lala
scheduled for January 22nd
in Ayodhya. The entire dis-
trict of Bilaspur resonates
with chants of Lord Ram,
with public representatives
and villagers alike whole-
heartedly participating in
temple cleaning efforts, cre-
ating a festive atmosphere
akin to Diwali in the vil-
lages.

The district administra-
tion has issued directives in
line with the government’s
vision, urging the cleaning
of temple premises
throughout the district.
This has led to a fortnight-
long Swachhta Pakhwada
campaign in temples and
public spaces across all

gram panchayats in the dis-
trict. A significant number
of people, including mem-
bers of self-help groups,
youth, villagers, public rep-
resentatives, school chil-
dren, as well as government
officers and employees, are
actively engaged in these
cleanliness initiatives. The
enthusiasm palpable among

village residents is a testa-
ment to their commitment
to the cause.

The villages are alive
with Prabhat Pheris (morn-
ing processions), the light-
ing of lamps, and melodious
bhajans in honour of Lord
Shri Ram. A joyous atmos-
phere prevails throughout
the district, evoking the

spirit of Ayodhya. People
are purchasing lamps, con-
ducting Prabhat Pheris, and
offering prayers in temples
and shrines. The sight of
children dressed as Lord
Shri Ram, Mother Sita, and
Hanuman adds to the festive
charm, as both young and
old actively participate in
the celebrations.

Bilaspur shines with pre-Ramotsav cleanliness and joy
Enthusiastic prepa-
rations underway for
Pran Pratishtha
Ramotsav

Rajim, Jan 21: The new
venue of the Kumbh Mela
was inspected by BJP lead-
ers of the city who arrived
to inspect the new fair
ground, on the instruc-
tions of Minister
Brijmohan Agarwal.
Present senior BJP leader
Jitendra Sonkar said that
the upcoming Kumbh
Mela will be held in the
new venue and to over-
come the traffic problem,
it has become necessary to
organize the fair at the
new fair ground. Sonkar
said that the work on the
ghat is progressing and all
stations are ready and the
administration has defi-
nitely received his instruc-
tions due to which their
form has changed in the
last 8 days. Instructions
have been given to
Gariaband Collector and
officials of the concerned
department and work is
being seen continuously
for permanent construc-
tion, he said. Shops will be
available at low prices in
the new fair grounds and
transformer has been in-
stalled, while the work of
the substation is nearing
completion, he added. BJP
leader and Rajim Bhaktin
Mandir Committee
President Lala Sahu said

that for the conservation
and protection of the river,
Kumbh Mela should be
held at the new fair
ground. Councilor
Omprakash Adil said that
the new fair ground will
be a historic step in the de-
velopment of Rajim and
everyone can come to
Meena Bazaar Circus.
Since this year the format
of the fair will be bigger
and this time the Kumbh
Kalpa Mela should be held
at this place. Along with
him, Nandkishore
Sharma, Ramkumar
Sahu, Purushottam Sao,
MP representative
Rinkesh Sahu, Praveen
Pushpakar etc. were pres-

ent.
Aarti, royal bath and

ghat for general public are
getting ready

The new fair ground,
the Aarti Ghat adjacent to
the river, the royal bathing
ghat and the bathing ghat
for the general public are
being prepared. The engi-
neer present there told
that the length of one ghat
is 60 meters and width is
30 meters. Thirteen stairs
will be constructed above
the ghat and the ghat will
not be roof-like but will be
open. It is important to tell
that the work of ghat con-
struction has been started
since last year and this
time, after the rains ended,

at the end of November,
the anicut was filled with
water. The Water
Resources Department got
it opened due to which all
the water got washed away
and the ghat construction
started. Meanwhile the
work of substation has
been done by the electrici-
ty department, except
some works, progress is
being seen in the work.
Illegal excavation of sand
is being done in the river
near the fair venue, due to
which huge potholes have
been formed and a de-
mand for immediate ban
has been made to
Brijmohan Aggarwal and
MLA Rohit Sahu.

People want Kumbh Mela to be held
at new venue: SonkarKurud, Jan 21:

Anandotsav 2024 was or-
ganized at Kaliram
Chandrakar Public
School, Kurud on Friday.
The excitement and en-
thusiasm in this program
was at its peak in the fully
decorated school premis-
es. In this program,
Doctor Manish Raja
Dewangan, Engineer
Devendra Patel, College
Professor Hitnarayan
Tandon, Advocate
Gulwant Solanke,
Traders Association
President Yogendra
Sinha, Vice President
Ravi Chandrakar,
National level umpire
Harish Dewangan,
Farmer Virendra Sahu,
were present as foster
guests in this program.
E x - s e r v i c e m a n
Chandrahas Sinha, busi-
nessman Siteshwar

Sinha, senior citizen
Suresh Agarwal, Prakash
Singh Rajput, Preeti
Agarwal, Radhika Sahu,
Yadram Sahu, Prakash
Sharma, Vitesh Verma,
Manager Vishwanath
Chandrakar, Deputy
Manager Yogesh
Chandrakar and other
foster guests were pres-
ent. The children attract-
ed everyone’s attention by
setting up stalls equipped
with various dishes and
displaying delicious dish-

es, entertaining games
etc. On the main stage, a
series of presentations of
fun activities including
dancing, singing, GK
quiz, wonderful games
and open stage perform-
ance by the talented chil-
dren of the institution en-
thralled the audience as
part of a captivating cul-
tural programme. During
the cultural program, as
special presentations, the
presentation of dances
and singing related to the

arrival of Lord Shri Ram
Chandra Ji in Ayodhya
made the atmosphere joy-
ful. Similarly, in the reli-
gious and educational
plays, the children won
the hearts of the parents
and guests present with
their excellent communi-
cation skills. In the end,
while expressing grati-
tude to everyone,
Principal K Manjita
Thakur thanked the
guests and parents pres-
ent at the program for
sparing their precious
time to participate in the
program. Similarly, spe-
cial gratitude was ex-
pressed to the children
and school family team
for making this wonder-
ful event successful. All
members of the school
family including teach-
ing-non-staff were pres-
ent.

Fun festival organized in KCPS Kurud

Fingeshwar, Jan 21:
Bhakta Guha (Nishad)
Jayanti Samaj was cele-
brated with great enthu-
siasm in the city by
Nagar Kenvat ( Nishad )
Samaj and the program
was presided over by
Jagdish Yadav, president
of Nagar Panchayat
Fingeshwar , who in his

address said that Nishad
community is one of the
very strong communi-
ties, who  are moving
forward as an organized
society by cooperating
with each other and cre-
ating mutual brother-
hood . He also said that
the youth should come
forward in strengthen-

ing the society and mak-
ing it
resourcefull .Others
present were special
guest Omprakash
Banchhor Alderman,
Anil Chandrakar,
Santosh Puri, Goswami
Dwarika, Thakur
Jitendra Singh and
many others.

Youth should come forward in strengthening the society: Jagdish



T oday, on January 22, 2024, India is poised to witness an event of
historic significance, one that transcends the boundaries of time,

religion, and politics. The consecration of the Shri Ram Janmabhoomi
Temple in Ayodhya marks the culmination of a centuries-old dream, a
testament to unwavering faith, and a triumph of cultural heritage. The
significance of this sacred event cannot be overstated. It was a day the
nation had been anticipating for over five centuries, a day that symbol-
ized the return of Lord Ram to his divine birthplace, Avadhpuri. The emo-
tions it stirred were profound, fervent, and universal. The world's gaze
was fixed upon Ayodhya as the melodious chant of 'Ram-Ram' resonat-
ed in every corner, uniting millions in boundless jubilation. However, the
consecration of the Shri Ram Janmabhoomi Temple represents much
more than the construction of a physical structure. It signifies the resur-
gence of our cultural ethos and collective faith—a renewal of the values
that define the spirit of India. Ayodhya, often referred to as the very
heart of the nation, reclaims its lost honor, adorning itself with new-
found glory. This historic event, the harmonious confluence of justice
and truth, will be etched in the annals of history as a rekindling of the
spirit of righteousness. The journey leading to this moment was one of
unwavering faith and patience, a testament to the resilience of a nation
that refused to waver in its devotion to Lord Ram. Ascetics, saints, intel-
lectuals, politicians, and people from all walks of life came together,
transcending barriers of caste, creed, and ideology, united by their pro-
found reverence for Lord Ram. Through their collective resolve, a dream
that had endured for centuries was finally realized. Ayodhya's history is
riddled with irony. Once celebrated as 'Avani Ki Amaravati' and 'Dharti
Ka Baikunth,' it had to endure centuries of neglect, even questioning the
very existence of Lord Ram's birthplace in a land where his name is
revered above all. Yet, through this long and arduous wait, the spirit of
Lord Ram's teachings prevailed, emphasizing restraint and dignity even
in the face of adversity. The idol consecration ceremony on January 22
holds deep personal significance for many. It is a moment to reflect on
the efforts and sacrifices of revered saints and leaders who dedicated
their lives to this sacred cause. It is a tribute to their unwavering dedica-
tion, their unyielding faith, and their unbreakable spirit. The consecra-
tion of the Shri Ram Janmabhoomi Temple signifies more than just a
spiritual revival. It is a cultural renaissance and a national monument. It
is a moment when tradition meets modernity, preserving our rich her-
itage while embracing the future. Ayodhya, now equipped with modern
amenities, is poised to welcome visitors from across the globe, ensuring
that this sacred site becomes a beacon of spiritual and cultural tourism.
Lord Ram's presence in Avadhpuri heralds the establishment of right-
eousness and harmony in our nation. This moment inspires us to follow
the path of righteousness, transcending divisions, and embracing the
values that unite us as a diverse and vibrant nation. The consecration of
the Shri Ram Janmabhoomi Temple is a momentous event that marks
the triumph of culture and faith. It is a reminder of India's resilience,
unity, and the enduring power of devotion. May Lord Shri Ram's bless-
ings continue to guide us on the path of righteousness and harmony as
we move forward, inspired by the legacy of this historic day.

Sujit De

S hould we let our democracy become a theocracy? Should we live
in the distant past and spend our time and energy to engage in

digging up controversies regarding religious character of places of wor-
ship? If we indulge in such activities, we have to face four major prob-
lems. 

DDeevviiaattiioonn  ffrroomm  iimmppoorrttaanntt  iissssuueess  
It would deviate the focus from important issues such as unemploy-

ment problem, inflation, hunger, child stunting, inadequate health care
infrastructure, lack of social security, law and order to name but a few.
Also it would add more load to the overloaded judiciary. I remember a
comedy show where a man lost his car while giving his whole attention
to get some free extra icecream. It showed the danger of engaging in tri-
fle matters forgetting the real ones. 

TThhrreeaatt  ttoo  sseeccuullaarriissmm  
It would pose a major threat to secularism. Secularism prevents a

ruler from converting a democracy into a theocracy. It also fulfills one of
the prerequisites of democracy that is religious equality. Secularism is a
trusted path that leads to peace and prosperity. Religion is a personal
matter between God and a person. But whenever it gets mixed with poli-
tics, the resultant mixture becomes a toxic one. After learning from mis-
takes like the Holocaust and other disasters as a result of such a mixture,
many countries embraced secularism and this path leads them to pros-
perity. Whereas a number of countries including some of our neighbours
have to suffer a lot for ignoring secularism. It would be a great loss for us
if we deviate from such a proven path to success. 

BBrreeaakkddoowwnn  ooff  llaaww  aanndd  oorrddeerr  
According to the Section 4 (1) of the Places of Worship (Special

Provisions) Act, 1991, the religious character of a place of worship exist-
ing on the 15th day of August 1947 shall continue to be the same as it ex-
isted on that day. This section acts as a necessary safeguard to the secu-
lar character of our country. It also gives the policy makers a subtle mes-
sage not to reopen the past conflicts and controversies but to give all
their attention to the present problems. However, section 5 stipulates
that nothing contained in this Act shall apply to the place or place of wor-
ship commonly known as Ram Janma Bhoomi - Babri Masjid situated in
Ayodhya in the State of Uttar Pradesh and to any suit, appeal or other
proceeding relating to the said place or place of worship. 

After Babri mosque now the focus is on Gyanvapi mosque. Three mem-
bers of the majority community filed a case to settle the issue whether a
temple was demolished or not to make space for the mosque. It has been
reported that the Allahabad High Court has, recently, dismissed the peti-
tion from the management committee of the mosque and other parties
from the minority committee questioning the maintainability of the case
in view of the Section 4 of the Places of Worship Act, 1991. According to
the Allahabad High Court, the 1991 law prohibits the conversion of a place
of worship, and the original plaintiffs did not seek "conversion". 

Instead, they requested a declaration about the religious character of
a portion of the Gyanvapi complex. The high court asserted that the de-
termination of the "religious character" of a disputed place should be ad-
dressed through judicial proceedings. Technically it may sound all right
but there is an apprehension. If it is found by the court that there was a
temple in that area, what will be the consequence? It may lead to anoth-
er total collapse of law and order like what happened during the Babri
mosque demolition. 

MMoorree  ccoonnttrroovveerrssiieess  
Be that as it may, it appears the exemption allowed in the Places of

Worship Act, would not bar more such petitions to determine the reli-
gious character of some places of worship to be accepted by the courts.
Historian DN Jha's "Brahmanical Intolerance in Early India" cites ac-
counts of Pushyamitra Shunga destroying thousands of Buddhist stupas
and monasteries. What will happen if Buddhists start filing petitions to
determine the religious character of so many places of worship now? 

A nother chapter is going to be
added to the name of

Ayodhya which became Rammay.
The whole of Ayodhya is getting dec-
orated, Ram is Ram in Ayodhya, and
bad things will happen. The gift of
Ram temple, the divine court of Shri
Ram. Only one voice echoing, 'Ram
Rajya' is back. Ramnagari, rich in
spirituality, is now going to write a
new chapter of success. Before the
consecration of Ram temple, the pic-
ture as well as the fate of Ayodhya
has changed. Uttar Pradesh received
investment proposals worth Rs 40
lakh crore at the Global Investors
Summit. Along with this, Ayodhya
has also climbed a new level of eco-
nomic development. Ayodhya, the
holy city of Uttar Pradesh, holds im-
mense religious and historical signifi-
cance as the birthplace of Lord Ram.
It is mentioned in ancient texts like
Ramayana and Mahabharata. 

For this reason, Ayodhya has also
become an important pilgrimage
site. The cultural identity of the city is
deeply linked with its history and reli-
gious significance. In such a situa-
tion, it will prove to be very interest-
ing for every Indian to know about it.
Ayodhya is not a city, it is a faith.
There is a dedication, there is a be-
lief. There is a feeling that Ayodhya
resides in every particle. Lord Ram
resonates in the atmosphere of

Ayodhya. The conch sound of
Sanatan Dharma is the city of Shri
Ram. This is a city of unbroken faith.
From 1990 till now, the slogan of
Ayodhya was that the city of Ayodhya
belongs to Lord Ram. The Ram
Janmabhoomi movement since then
is a poignant testimony to the de-
struction at the roots of Hindu civi-
lization and the difficult fight to re-
claim it.

Talking about the ancient origin of
Ayodhya, Ayodhya was earlier known
as Saket. It has a rich heritage dating
back to the fifth or sixth century BC.
Situated on the banks of the Saryu
River, Ayodhya has always attracted
pilgrims, historians, and tourists who
remain fascinated by its mythologi-
cal and historical roots. According to
Hindu mythology, Ayodhya was the
capital of the ancient Kosala king-
dom and the birthplace of Lord
Rama. The city was described as a
prosperous and harmonious king-
dom, ruled by King Dasharatha.
Ikshvaku, Prithu, Mandhata,
Harishchandra, Sagar, Bhagiratha,
Raghu, Dilip, Dasharatha, and Rama
were among the famous rulers who
ruled the capital of the Kaushal
(Kosala) country. The culture and
heritage of Ayodhya originate from
the empire of Suryavanshis in the
past. King Raghu was a brilliant char-
acter in the dynasty of Suryavanshi

Kshatriyas, after whom Suryavansh
became popular as Raghuvansh. In
the third generation of King Raghu,
Shri Ram was born, whose image still
exists as God in the hearts of all
Hindus. The period of Ramayana was
probably the most glorious in the his-
tory of ancient India. This era not
only witnessed the composition of
the most sacred religious texts, the
Vedas, and other sacred literature,
which laid the foundation of Indian
culture and civilization, but this era
was also exemplary in the rule of law
and truth.

The king was answerable to his
subjects in matters related to the
prestige of the state and society. The
veracity of the facts remains rooted
in the epic even after more than
three millennia. Lord Ram was the
'ideal man' of Ramayana. His four-
teen years of exile influenced the
human mind more significantly than
other periods of His life because He
had forsaken His rightful inheritance
and wandered in the wilderness,
merely to maintain the honor of His
Father's word. Apart from this,
Ayodhya has also had a special place
in Indian history. Therefore, Ayodhya
is a prestigious place from a religious
and historical point of view. Keeping
in mind the historical importance of
Ayodhya, the Central Government
has taken up the responsibility of re-
juvenating the religious city for the
convenience of the tourists and resi-
dents coming here. 

On hearing the name of Ayodhya,
the mind gets lost in the pages of
Ramayana. This is the holy land
where Lord Rama was born and im-
portant events of his life took place.
For centuries, Ayodhya has been a
center of faith for pilgrims and schol-
ars, where temples and ashrams ra-
diate the light of knowledge and spir-
ituality. A chapter of the Mughal peri-
od left blood stains in the history of
Ayodhya. The construction of the

mosque on Ram Janmabhoomi
sowed the seeds of controversy.
Following tense events in 1992, the
dispute reached the Supreme Court.

A historic decision came in 2019,
which straightened the scales of jus-
tice. The Supreme Court ordered to
hand over the disputed land to Ram
Janmabhoomi Trust, paving the way
for the construction of the temple.
Ram Temple is not only the center of
the faith of Hindus but also a symbol
of India's cultural heritage. Lord Ram
is the embodiment of ideals and
morality, whose virtues flow across
the country like the life-giving rivers
of Indian culture. For millions of
devotees, the Ram temple is a means
of becoming pure by immersing
themselves in the lake of life, reli-
gion, action, and truth. Coming here,
they live the ideals of Ram, imbibe
his qualities, and find the strength to
face the realities of life. The con-
struction of the grand Ram temple is
a rewriting of history. This is not just
a temple, but a golden chapter of cul-
tural revival and national unity. The
construction of the temple will not
only provide employment opportuni-
ties but will also establish Ayodhya as
a global pilgrimage destination. This
temple is also an inspiring mantra of
social harmony and religious toler-
ance. 

This will show that disputes can be
resolved peacefully, and different
communities can together contribute
to nation-building. Here people of all
religions can come peacefully, pray,
and experience spiritual energy.
There seems to be a bright light in
the future of Ram Mandir. Ayodhya,
which will become the center of spir-
ituality, culture, and tourism, will de-
velop as a modern pilgrimage desti-
nation. This temple will not only con-
tain the glorious past of India but will
also create a bright future.
Traditional culture will be confluent
with modern facilities here.
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Left handed Dhoni
Past and present cricket greats

have lauded the young Rinku Singh's
exceptional talent, perseverance and
presence of mind. Indian captain Rohit
Sharma, coach Rahul Dravid and spin
ace R Ashwin have sung paean of
praise for the 26-year-old. Ashwin has
gone to the extent of calling him " left-
-handed Dhoni" though he clarified
that it is still early days for Rinku to be
compared with the former Indian cap-
tain. However, it cannot be forgotten
that Rinku has modelled his game on
the inimitable Dhoni.   He appears un-
ruffled on the field, seems to have a
good head on his shoulders and runs
like a hare between the wickets.  By
the look of things, similar to his idol
Dhoni, Rinku is a through and through
team man. At this rate, the day may
not be far away when Rinku earns the
sobriquet  " left-- handed Dhoni".

DDrr    GGaannaappaatthhii  BBhhaatt,,  AAkkoollaa

Global aid chain 
need rethink

Global aid supplies have been fac-
ing a funding crunch when humani-
tarian needs are soaring. In 2023 ,
the UN asked for a record $51.5 bil-
lion to help 339 million people. Till
now, it has received 37.5 percent of
the total. Conflicts are the biggest
driving force behind the increase in
humanitarian needs. On top of that,
climatic hazards are also creating
new emergencies. The lingering post
pandemic economic aftershocks are
still being felt. In this scenario, a
pragmatic recommendation is intro-
ducing a compulsory system of con-
tributions for all UN member states ,
similar to the model used to fund
peacekeeping operations. Besides,
there must be a radical rethink of
global governance and the existing
financial architecture.

AArrkkaa  GGoosswwaammii,,  DDuurrggaappuurr,,  
WWeesstt  BBeennggaall

India’s Merchandise
Trade Deficit

India’s merchandise trade deficit
declined to $19.8 billion in December
from $23.14 billion recorded in the
same month previous year due to de-
cline in imports, as per official data
released on Monday.  Trade deficit,
or gap between the country’s ex-
ports and imports, has also eased se-
quentially. However, there was a
sharp drop in services exports during
the month. Services exports declined
to $27.88 billion in December 2023
from $31.19 billion in the same
month previous year.  It's main rea-
son reason may be decline in im-
ports. Therefore, the authorities
should use the adequate way to re-
duce the declination and to import
and export the merchandise

IIbbnnee  FFaarrooooqq,,  AAuussaannppuurr

Sharma's Bat Speaks
There aren't many days when

Rohit Sharma's white- ball brilliance
is eclipsed. It nearly happened at the
M. Chinnaswamy Stadium on
Wednesday when Afghanistan stun-
ningly matched India's mammoth
212-run total, dragged the contest
into not one but two super overs be-
fore falling agonisingly short.
Sharma's bat speaks when team
India scrambles. Now, Sharma ji has
left all players behind and sat on the
chair of most T20 century hitters. He
has influenced all cricket fans by his
long hitting sixes and cool-mind caip-
tency. It may be proved a good pre-
diction for T20 World Cup.

TTaauuqquueeeerr  RRaahhmmaannii,,  MMuummbbaaii
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Artists dresses as Hindu's deities ahead of the Ram temple consecration ceremony, in Ayodhya, Sunday, Jan. 21.

RAM TEMPLE CEREMONY
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A Cultural Triumph

Prof. ANIL JAIN

I t is for the first time in the histo-
ry of one thousand years and

more that the morale of Hindus is high
because of the construction and con-
secration of the Ram Temple in
Ayodhya. It seems as if Hindu commu-
nities have got a voice which was un-
heard yet. They have been so harshly
treated in their own land that it made
a very bad impact on their self-es-
teem. Never in history have they been
given a well thought-of place. Their
feelings were crushed even if the feel-
ings were for the well-being of all.

There are many who are still dragging
behind for petty gains without under-
standing that we cannot move ahead
without identifying our cultural her-
itage. They look at it all through the
glasses of fundamentalism.

The little bit of upsurge of Hinduism
that we see today is only on the sur-
face because the mentality of Hindus
has always been secular. Their religion
teaches them secularism. What we see
today is only reactionary. It is a reac-
tion against age-old suppression. The
reaction of the treatment Hindus have
received from others for hundreds of
years. To understand this one must go
a little deeper into India’s past. India
followed the path of atithi devo bhav
and welcomed all for they were broad
minded people and had everything in
abundance for all. Those who came to
India took advantage of their magna-
nimity but not as a friend but like a foe.
The invaders massacred Hindus raped
their women and girls brutally. Their
places of worship, their universities,
their monuments and everything
which reflected their identity were bro-
ken and destroyed. Such long suppres-
sion, and their culture to pay respect to

all, branded them as simpletons. They
got so disheartened that everyone
seemed to stand tall before them and
they thought themselves to be nothing,
as if they belonged to no one. They got
oblivious of their own glorious past and
identity. They even lost their sense of
pride and self respect. They forgot to
fight and oppose and accepted their
fate. To cut the long story short, their
morale was broken. It was thought that
after the independence and particular-
ly after the partition the state of affairs
would alter. Hinduism, its culture and
tradition would gain ground and re-
claim its past glory; its individuality
would be identified but it did not hap-
pen. Even after the independence and
partition they have been deprived of
their honorable position. They were
treated as secondary citizens in their
own country. The governments that
came into power after independence
appeased others at the cost of Hindus
and exploited its own brethren for the
reasons known to all.  Hindus had no
voice of their own. It has become a
fashion to abuse them and Hinduism
for everything. Such a dilemma has
been created that if you are support-

ing others you are a secular and if you
are supporting a Hindu then you are a
communal. There is no other country
in the world that treats its own citizens
as the secondary one. No doubt Hindu
are the most secular people in the
world. They believe in vasudhaiv ku-
tumkkam. Whole world is like a family
for them. Even harming an insect or
tree is immoral for them.  Thus Hindu
fundamentalism is nothing but a reac-
tion against the torture, agony and the
dishonor they received for the time
immemorial. Hindus had never been
fundamentalists nor would they ever
be because it’s not in their religion and
culture. It is only because of the treat-
ment they underwent and still under-
going; and that it left a deep scar on
their mind, heart and even on their
soul that they want to recover their
own nobility for no one had let them
feel that they also exist. It is only
Hindus who know to welcome all.
They never endeavour to spread their
religion for the reason that one can
imbibe in Hinduism if he has open
eyes and ears.   They do not know the
words like jihad or crusade. It had
never been in their culture and reli-

gion. Originally they were democratic
in nature. Secularism is in their blood.
However everything is being given to
everyone at the cost of Hindus. They
are not only losing territories after
territories but also being treated bru-
tally. What happened in Kashmir is
more drastic than what had hap-
pened during the partition. In
Kashmir the massacre was one sided
and even our governments did not ex-
tend a helping hand. 

No one came to rescue them. Today
the whole nation seems as if in enmity
with Hindus, particularly under the in-
fluence of their party line. No one is
prepared to speak the truth. The politi-
cians are giving their own interpreta-
tion on Hindu and Hindutva and what
not. They have no hesitation in calling
Hindus intolerant.  The little upsurge
that we see today is because some of
them have realized and felt that they
have got a voice. They think that if
their voice is not heard now then never
will be heard. Let’s listen to this voice.
It’s the time that all must join hands to
boost the morale of Indians for the
welfare of the world because Indians
live for humanity. 

The Ram Mandir: A Morale Booster For Indians

Say no to theocracy

Ayodhya’s ‘New Chapter’: Music 
of faith, mirror of history

Shri Ram Janmabhoomi Temple Consecration

PRIYANKA SAURABH
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India Inc
Davos: Indian indus-
try on Sunday lauded
the government for es-
tablishing the
'Alliance for Global
Good- Gender Equity
and Equality' an-
nounced on the side-
lines of the World
Economic Forum an-
nual meeting 2024
here. The idea of this
alliance emerged from
the G20 Leaders'
Declaration and
India's abiding com-
mitment to the cause
of women-led develop-
ment as propounded
by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

Union Bank
Mumbai: State-run
Union Bank of India
on Saturday posted a
60 per cent increase in
net profit to Rs 3,590
crore for the December
quarter, driven by im-
proved assets quality
and lower slippages,
but flagged rising
stress in its retail
book, especially home
loans. On a sequential
basis, the bottomline
remained flat with Rs
79 crore increase in net
profit from the
September quarter. A
Manimekhalai,
Managing Director &
Chief Executive of the
lender, told reporters
that 11.44 per cent in-
crease in loan sales to
Rs 8,95,974 crore,
pushed its net interest
income up 6.26 per
cent year-on-year to Rs
9,168 crore during the
quarter under review.

ICICI Bank
Mumbai: ICICI Bank
on Saturday said its
consolidated net profit
for the December
quarter jumped 25.7
per cent to Rs 11,052.60
crore, helped by lower
provisions. The sec-
ond-largest private
sector lender's stand-
alone net profit for the
October-December pe-
riod grew 23.6 per cent
to Rs 10,272 crore. The
bank's core net inter-
est income went up by
13.4 per cent to Rs
18,678 crore. The net
interest margin nar-
rowed to 4.43 per cent
from 4.65 per cent in
the year-ago period,
and the domestic ad-
vances growth came
at 18.8 per cent.

Union Bank
Mumbai: State-run
Union Bank of India
on Saturday posted a
60 per cent increase
in net profit to Rs
3,590 crore for the
December quarter,
driven by improved
assets quality and
lower slippages, but
flagged rising stress
in its retail book, es-
pecially home loans.
On a sequential basis,
the bottomline re-
mained flat with Rs 79
crore increase in net
profit from the
September quarter.

JK Cement
New Delhi: JK
Cement Ltd on
Saturday posted a
sevenfold increase in
consolidated net
profit to Rs 283.81
crore for the
December quarter.
The company had
posted a profit of Rs
37.15 crore in the
year-ago period, JK
Cement said in a reg-
ulatory filing. Its rev-
enue from operations
rose 20.47 per cent to
Rs 2,934.83 crore dur-
ing the quarter
under review from
Rs 2,436.09 crore a
year ago, it said. JK
Cement's total ex-
penses rose 7.5 per
cent in the third
quarter of the ongo-
ing fiscal to Rs
2,564.29 crore.

CLASSIC CAR RALLY

A decorated vintage car during The Statesman Vintage & Classic Car Rally, in Kolkata, Sunday, Jan. 21.

New Delhi, Jan 21 (PTI): 

Engineering and construc-
tion conglomerate Larsen
& Toubro (L&T) on
Sunday said that it has de-
signed and built the Ram
Temple in Ayodhya, Uttar
Pradesh.

The much-awaited Ram
temple consecration will
be held on Monday. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi

will attend the rituals, fol-
lowing which the shrine
will be opened to the pub-
lic a day later.

As mandated by the Shri
Ram Janmbhoomi Teerth
Kshetra Trust, Larsen &
Toubro has successfully
designed and built the
Shri Ram Janmbhoomi
Temple, establishing a
new milestone in architec-
tural grandeur, the con-

struction firm said in a
statement.

The temple stands with-
in a 70-acre complex, with
its design rooted in the an-
cient Nagara style of ar-
chitecture.

Constructed to last a
thousand years, the tem-
ple is 161.75 feet in height,
380 feet in length, and 249.5
feet in width.

It will be a three-story
temple comprising five
mandaps -- Nritya
Mandap, Rang Mandap,
Gudh Mandap, Kirtan
Mandap, and Prarthana
Mandap -- along with the
Main Shikar.

"In designing and con-
structing the Shri Ram
Janmbhoomi Mandir, we
express our heartfelt grati-
tude to the Government...."
L&T Chairman and
Managing Director S N
Subrahmanyan said.

Engineering giant 
L&T designed, constructed

Ayodhya Ram Temple

New Delhi, Jan 21 (PTI):

With private investment
still muted, the govern-
ment is likely to maintain
its momentum on increas-
ing capital expenditure, es-
pecially for the infrastruc-
ture sector in the upcom-
ing Budget to propel eco-
nomic growth.

Post COVID-19, the
Budget has been laying
special emphasis on capex.
It has kick-started a dor-
mant cycle for the econo-
my. As a result India has
witnessed over 7 per cent
growth in the last three
years, the highest among
the large economies of the
world. During the current
financial year, the govern-
ment has made a record
high provision of Rs 10
lakh crore towards capex.

During 2020-21, the govern-
ment earmarked Rs 4.39
lakh crore which in-
creased by 35 per cent to
Rs 5.54 lakh crore in the
subsequent year.

Another 35 per cent hike
in capex was done in 2022-
23 to Rs 7.5 lakh crore
which subsequently
reached a high of Rs 10
lakh crore, an increase of
37.4 per cent. In the up-
coming Budget too, the
government is expected to
earmark a large amount
towards capex as such in-
vestment has a multiplier
effect on the economy and
it also crowds in private
investment. "We estimate
Government of India to
budget for a capex of Rs
10.2 lakh crore in FY25, im-
plying a relatively sedate
YoY expansion of about 10

per cent, compared to over
20 per cent expansion seen
in each of post-COVID
years. The slowdown in
capex growth is likely to
have some bearing on eco-
nomic activity and GDP
growth," Icra said in its
pre-Budget expectations.

The capex rose by 31 per
cent to Rs 5.9 lakh crore in
April-November of the
current fiscal (58.5 per
cent of FY2024 BE) from
Rs 4.5 lakh in April-
November FY23 (60.7 per
cent of FY23 Prov).

While the growth re-
mained high, capital
spending contracted in
October 2023 (-14.9 per
cent; first instance of con-
traction since April 2023)
and then rose by a margin-
al 1.6 per cent in
November 2023.

Govt likely to do heavy
lifting, capex to increaseMMuummbbaaii,,  JJaann  2211::  

Motorola, India’s best 5G
smartphone brand and PAN-
TONE, the global colour
authority, have teamed up for
the second year to create
devices in the Pantone Color of
the Year. Motorola is the first
and only smartphone brand to
have a multi-year exclusive col-
laboration with PANTONE, in
line with its commitment to dif-
ferentiate with design &
colours while enriching peo-
ple’s lives through meaningful
innovation. 

This year marks the 25th
anniversary of the Pantone
Color of the Year program with
the chosen color PANTONE 13-
1023 Peach Fuzz. A velvety
gentle peach hue, Peach Fuzz
has a cozy, tender essence that
embodies feelings of together-
ness, community, and collabo-
ration. The new Color of the
Year, PANTONE 13-1023 Peach
Fuzz, aligns beautifully with

Motorola’s pillars of inclusion
and making technology more
accessible for all.  As technolo-
gy becomes intertwined with

humanity, we trust color to
provide a tool for expression
and deeper, more meaningful
experiences with our devices.

The Color of the Year 2024 does
this by blending our virtual
worlds with our desire for
warmth, togetherness and
compassion. The motorola
razr40 ultra and motorola edge
40 neo have been chosen as
world’s 1st smartphones to
launch to represent this colour,
one that reinforces the impor-
tance of human connection, as
do the devices.   This collabora-
tion with PANTONE strength-
ens Motorola’s mission to make
technology more accessible
and help consumers use tech-
nology to connect intentional-
ly. 

Built for connection and col-
laboration, the new motorola
razr40 ultra in Peach Fuzz lets
stylish and expressive individu-
als stand out from the crowd.
With its iconic flappable
design, the razr40 ultra boasts
the world's largest external
3.6-inch Poled display with its
fastest 144Hz refresh rate, with
1100nits peak brightness. 

Motorola disrupts lifestyle technology in India 

New Delhi, Jan 21 (PTI):

The country's exports of
goods and services rose
marginally by 0.4 per cent
to USD 765.6 billion in 2023
despite global economic
uncertainties, according
to the commerce ministry
data.

Sectors which helped
keep India's exports afloat
include electronics, phar-
maceuticals, cotton yarn,
fabrics and made-ups; ce-
ramic products, meat,
dairy and poultry prod-
ucts, fruits and vegetables
and information technolo-
gy.

Goods exports in the last
calendar year, however,
contracted by 4.71 per cent
to USD 431.9 billion while
services exports are esti-
mated to have risen by 7.88

per cent to USD 333.8 bil-
lion, the data showed.

The merchandise im-
ports also dipped by 7 per
cent to USD 667.73 billion
last year as against USD
720.2 billion in 2022.

The latest data for the
services sector released by
the RBI is for November
2023. The data for
December 2023 is an esti-
mation by the ministry.

The main export desti-
nations for India are the
US, the UAE, the
Netherlands, Bangladesh,
the UK and Germany.

Goods shipments are
impacted due to the
Russia-Ukraine war, the
Israel-Hamas conflict and
the Red Sea trade route
crisis due to attacks by
Yemen-based Houthis on
cargo ships.

India’s goods & services
exports marginally up in 2023

Mumbai, jan 21:
Bulgari, the Magnificent
Roman High Jeweler
known for its timeless
designs, pays tribute to
the Kada, the traditional
Indian bangle, with the
B.zero1 Kada Bracelet.
This exclusive-to-India
creation is crafted in daz-
zling yellow gold, and it
is an enchanting ode to
India's long-standing cul-
tural affinity with pre-
cious metals and stones.
It also represents the
“modern India”: a con-
fluence of deeply rooted
traditions and contempo-
rary, global perspectives.

Embracing the vision-
ary codes of B.zero1, the
creation expresses a con-
cept of movement, circu-
larity and light through a

spiral design that evokes
strength and determina-
tion. It has been unique-
ly conceived to be more
voluminous than the
conventional B.zero1 de-
sign, giving men the pos-
sibility to combine it
with watches or other
bracelets or to wear it as
a stand-alone statement
piece. Its versatility ex-
tends to pairing effort-
lessly with both casual
and formal attire, as well
as traditional ensembles.
Commenting on the oc-
casion, Jean-Christophe
Babin, Bulgari CEO,
said, "With this impor-
tant launch we wish to
honor the Kada, recog-
nizing its eternal mean-
ing deeply rooted in
Indian culture." 

Bulgari introduces
‘B.zero1 Kada Bracelet’New Delhi, Jan 21 (PTI):

Classic Legends, which
designs, manufactures
and sells classic motorcy-
cle brands - Jawa, Yezdi
and BSA, is working on
electric bikes and will in-
troduce it in the Indian
market when the charg-
ing infrastructure is
ready, according to com-
pany CEO Ashish Singh
Joshi.

While the current
charging infrastructure
has the ability to support
entry-level electric scoot-
ers or motorcycles with
50-100 km of range, for
performance and interci-
ty bikes it is not yet ready,
he said.

"We looked at electric at
the start and we started
developing our electric
product. We have a grant

from the British govern-
ment at our tech centre at
Coventry to do electric
products in BSA. We are
working on our electric
programme there," Joshi
told PTI.

The Mahindra &
Mahindra-backed firm
had brought back the
Czech motorcycle brand
Jawa in 2018 and followed
it up with Yezdi in 2022.
Before that in 2016, it had
also acquired the British
motorcycle brand BSA.

When asked if the com-
pany was planning to
enter the electric bike seg-
ment anytime soon, Joshi
said, "As India moves
along on the infrastruc-
ture side, we will take a
call on when do we want
to bring our electric prod-
ucts. Infrastructure is
very much needed."

Working on electric bikes:
Classic Legends CEO

New Delhi, Jan 21 (PTI):

Home-grown water pu-
rifier maker Kent RO
System aims to enter the
US market next fiscal and
expand its appliances
portfolio as it targets a Rs
2,000 crore turnover in the
next three years, its
Chairman & Managing
Director Mahesh Gupta
said.

Besides, Kent RO
Systems, which has in-
vested Rs 500 crore on ex-
pansion in the last three
years, has plans to invest
Rs 300 crore more to set up
a new fan manufacturing
unit at Yamuna
Expressway in Uttar
Pradesh, he said.

The company, earlier
known for water purifiers,
is diversifying its portfolio
and enhancing its pres-

ence in the appliances seg-
ment, especially small
kitchen appliances. Gupta
expects new categories to
contribute half of the rev-
enue in coming years.

Over its foray into the
US market, Gupta said
Kent RO System has en-
tered into a brand licens-
ing agreement with Black
& Decker. As part of that,
it will manufacture and
ship its range of water pu-

rifiers under the brand
name of the Maryland US-
based manufacturer.

"We will be going to the
US market. We have
signed the licence agree-
ment with Black &
Decker," Gupta told PTI.

Kent RO Systems would
manufacture its water pu-
rifiers in India under the
Black and Decker brand
and ship to the US market.

The company will enter

the US market in the next
six months, as Kent RO is
looking for a threefold in-
crease in its exports to Rs
200 crore in the next three
years. The Noida-head-
quartered company had a
revenue of around Rs
1,200 crore for the finan-
cial year that ended on
March 31, 2023, in which
its water purifier business
contributed nearly 80 per
cent, Gupta said.

Besides water purifiers,
Kent RO also operates in
segments such as kitchen
appliances, air purifiers,
vacuum cleaners, cook-
ware, and some other seg-
ments. When asked about
the projected growth for
Kent RO Systems, Gupta
told PTI: "We are looking
to touch Rs 2,000 crore in
the next three years
(FY27).

Kent RO Systems to enter US market, 
targets Rs 2,000 cr turnover in next 3 yrs

Firestone launches
‘Roadhawk 2z’ tyre 

Pune, Jan 21: Firestone, a
global brand with a 120-
year legacy, launched its -
the Firestone Roadhawk
2z, next-generation tire
meticulously crafted with
precision and advanced
technical features. Backed
by a 5-year warranty, this
tire is designed to set new
industry benchmarks by
delivering unparalleled
performance, enhanced
safety, superior mileage,
and excellent braking ca-
pabilities. Firestone’s
Roadhawk 2z Tyre will
cater Hatchbacks, sedans
and CUVs market. The
Firestone’s Roadhawk 2z
Tyre is compatible to 12 to
16-inch rim coverage. “It
is a proud moment for us
to introduce America’s
revered tyre brand and to
include Roadhawk 2z in
our product offerings.
Firestone has a rich legacy
in the tyre industry dating
back to 1900.

New Delhi, Jan 21 (PTI):

Billionaire Mukesh
Ambani's Reliance
Industries Ltd will com-
mission a new energy
giga complex in Gujarat
in the second half of 2024,
the company said in an
earnings statement and
investor call.

Reliance is building a
giga complex spread over
5,000 acres in Jamnagar
in Gujarat. The complex
comprises five giga facto-
ries for photovoltaic pan-
els, fuel cell system, green
hydrogen, energy storage
and power electronics.

"On track to commence
new energy facilities in
phases this year," the
company said in a post-
third-quarter earnings
call with investors.

Post announcement of
third-quarter earnings on

Friday, Ambani stated
that the "New Energy
Giga Complex is all set to
be commissioned in the
second half of CY24. I am
confident that Reliance's
New Energy business will
play a pivotal role in the
global movement for
adoption of cleaner
fuels."

The Dhirubhai Ambani
Green Energy Giga
Complex will be among
the largest integrated re-
newable energy manufac-
turing facilities in the
world.

Reliance has signed an
MoU with the Gujarat
government to set up 100
gigawatt renewable
power at Rs 5 lakh crore
capex. It has received in-
principle approval for
74,750 hectares (ha.) of
land parcels in Kutch for
green hydrogen.

Reliance to commission new
energy giga complex this year
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Ayodhya, Jan 21 (PTI): 

Invitees to the "Pran
Pratishtha" consecration
ceremony at the Ram
temple started arriving
Sunday in Ayodhya --
once a sleepy town now
resplendent with new in-
frastructure and gripped
by heightened religious
fervour on the eve of a
seminal event in India's
political and religious his-
tory. The town, about 140
km west of Lucknow, was
bedecked with multi-
coloured flowers as
recordings of 'Ram dhun'
played from loudspeakers
and townsfolk dressed as
Lord Ram, Sita,
Lakshman and Hanuman
paraded down the streets
followed by delirious
devotees, and news cam-
era crews. "Ayodhya Ram
maye ho gayi hai
(Ayodhya is immersed in
devotion of Lord Ram),"
said Shailendra Gupta,
who runs a fabric store on
Ram Path, the main street
of the town that runs past
the Ram temple. "And to-

morrow is a day when
Hindus across the world
will rejoice."

Skittish policemen kept
order, urging cars to stay
mobile. But they could
only honk repeatedly to
part the sea of pilgrims
on Ram Path, many with
"Jai Shri Ram" painted on
their foreheads in shades
of ochre and vermillion.

Ceremonial gates de-
picting 'Jai Shri Ram' in
floral patterns and illumi-
nation visible at night
add to the aura of the an-
cient city which has un-
dergone a massive infra-
structural growth in the
last couple of years after
the 2019 Supreme Court
verdict on the Ram tem-
ple issue.

"The entire country is
chanting the name of
Lord Ram," said Uttar
Pradesh Deputy Chief
Minister Keshav Prasad
Maurya.

All the excitement is in
preparation for the mega
consecration ceremony
on Monday, which will cli-
max decades of efforts
and agitation to build the
temple on the site where
Hindus believe Lord Ram
was born. At the site
stood the Babri mosque,
which was built in the

16th century. It was de-
molished by kar sevaks
on December 6, 1992.

After a protracted legal
battle, the Supreme Court
in November 2019 ruled

in favour of the construc-
tion of the temple. It also
said a 5-acre plot for the

construction of a mosque
be allotted. Following the
ruling, Ayodhya received

a burst of infrastructure
push. Today, it has wide
main streets, flyovers, a

brand new airport and a
refurbished railway sta-
tion.

LAST MINUTE PREPARATIONS OF RAM TEMPLE CONSECRATION CEREMONY

Artists perform ahead of the Ram temple consecration ceremony, in
Ayodhya, Sunday.

The compound and the building of a temple dedicated to Lord Ram are decorated
with flowers the day before the temple's grand opening in Ayodhya, Sunday.

Shri Ram Janmabhoomi Temple decorated ahead of the consecration 
ceremony, in Ayodhya, Sunday.

Devotees outside Hanuman Garhi, ahead of consecration ceremony of Ram
Mandir, Ayodhya, Sunday.

A worker decorates the entrance to the Ram temple ahead of the 
consecration ceremony, in Ayodhya, Sunday.

Preparations ahead of the consecration ceremony of Ram Mandir, in
Ayodhya, Sunday.

Ram dhun rings in streets; Ayodhya in grip of religious fervour
Magical festive
atmosphere before
‘Pran Pratishtha’ The streets and skyline

of Ayodhya are covered
with saffron flags flutter-
ing from rooftops of build-
ings, small and big.

Cut-outs of the Ram
temple along with Lord
Ram have been put up at
Lata Mangeshkar Chowk,
while ornamental lamp
posts along the Ram Path
bearing design themed on
'Ramanadi tilak' and light
patterns depicting reli-
gious symbols have
turned the city into a land
of festivities.

The grand ceremony of
the much-awaited 'Pran
Pratishtha' will be attend-
ed by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, following
which the shrine will be
opened for the public a
day later.

The ceremony will
begin at 12.20 pm and is
expected to end by 1 pm.
The prime minister will
then address a gathering
of more than 7,000 people,
including seers and
prominent personalities,

at the venue. The entire
event will be telecast live
to a nationwide audience
of millions, and more out-
side India.

The excitement among
devotees, both local and
those who have travelled
long distances, reached a
near crescendo on Sunday.

In the streets, folk
artists presented cultural
performances, some
swinging peacock feath-
ers while others beat
drums and grooved to
'Ram dhun' playing in the
streets.

Some religious organi-
sations, whose volunteers
have come from other
states, played 'Ram bha-
jan' on loudspeakers
mounted on a vehicle,
while those walking on
foot chanted 'Jai Shri
Ram'. Mahant Prakash
Das Maharaj of an an-
cient religious shrine in
Alwar in Rajasthan, an in-
vitee to the ceremony, said
there is an "atmosphere of
exuberance" among all

about this Ram temple.
"I have brought a pair of

'silver charanpaduka' to
Ayodhya and today I will
present it to the chairman
of the Ram temple trust.
It weighs about 750 gm,
and has been made by
artists from Alwar," he
told PTI.

The Mahant said, in
2020, he had presented a
silver brick for the
bhoomipujan ceremony.

"On Sunday, the 'Pran
Pratishtha' will take place
at Ram temple, and see
the joy, happiness and de-
light among the people.
With the full installation
of Ram Lalla's idol at the
Ram temple, we will see
'Satyug' in 'Kalyug'," he
said, as he walked bare-
foot towards
Hanumangarhi temple to
pay obeisance to the deity.

A large number of sad-
hus and seers, who have
been invited to the cere-
mony, have also arrived in
the temple town, officials
said.

Ayodhya skyline turns saffron on consecration eve

Folk dances from
'Badhawa' to 'Ghumar',
songs dedicated to Lord
Ram playing on loud-
speakers, streets decked
up with flowers, lights
and saffron flags and peo-
ple dressed up as Lord
Ram, Sita and Hanuman -
- the temple town of
Ayodhya is buzzing with
activity ahead of the con-
secration ceremony at
the newly constructed
Ram temple.

Small stages have been
constructed at multiple
places on Ram Path
which leads to the Shri
Ram Janmabhoomi tem-
ple. Folk dancers from
across the country are
performing different
dances with passersby
stopping to make videos
and click selfies.

"The folk dances that
are being performed
across the city include
Badhawa, Chari,

Ghumar, Dhobiya, Rai,
Raslila, Mayur, Khayal
Nritya and Sataria,
among others. The
streets leading to the
Ram temple look like a
mini India. The same
will be performed tomor-
row as well," an official
from the Uttar Pradesh
government's culture de-
partment told PTI.

Groups of devotees
singing and dancing, peo-
ple dressed as characters
of Ramayana, and small
vans decked with flowers
and posters of Lord Ram
were a common sight on
Sunday on the streets of
the holy city with thou-
sands gathering at the
main gate of the temple
which has been com-
pletely covered in flow-
ers.

"We celebrate Diwali
every year to mark Lord
Ram's return to Ayodhya
and here this is the

biggest Diwali ever. How
can this not be celebrat-
ed? The religious atmos-
phere here cannot even
be described in words or
captured by camera,"
said Pragya Dewan who
is performing ghumar, a
folk dance from
Rajasthan.

Another artist,
Umapati, who is part of
the group performing
Raslila said, "There can-
not be a better global
stage than this to per-
form and the love we are
receiving from devotees
is unimaginable. People
are bringing tea and food
for us, maybe this is what
'Ram Rajya' looks like".

The first phase of the
Ram temple in Ayodhya
is nearing completion
and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will take
part in the consecration
of the Ram Lalla idol on
January 22.

Badhawa to Ghumar,  folk dances on
Adyodhya streets ahead of consecration

New Delhi, Jan 20: 

Amidst rising popularity
of Robotic Surgeries in
India, which is still at its
nascent stage, SS
Innovations, the makers of
India’s first and only home-
grown Surgical Robotic
System – the SSI MANTRA
organised a 2-day Global
Multispecialty Robotic
Surgery Conference which
witnessed enthusiastic par-
ticipation from 150+ world
renowned doctors from
around the world coming to-
gether on a single platform
to discuss the future land-
scape of robotic surgery
globally, integration of
Artificial Intelligence in
surgery and the pursuit of
sustainable tele-surgery.

The highlight of the 2-day
event is the Live surgeries,
conducted by renowned ro-
botic surgeons with SSI
Mantra, which will show-
case the system's practical

applications across various
surgical specialties includ-
ing cardiac surgery, provid-
ing attendees with real-time
insights and valuable learn-
ing experiences. In a video

recorded message,
Mansukh Mandavia, Union
Minister for Health said, “I
am happy to join and talk to
all of you at this first global
multi- speciality robotics
surgical conference hosted
by SS Innovations. Today,
we stand at a crossroads
wherein cutting-edge inno-
vation is meeting the
boundless need for accessi-
ble, quality, and affordable
healthcare.

A decade ago, India's
healthcare landscape faced
significant challenges in
terms of innovation as well
as accessibility and afford-
ability. However, through a
collective effort and unwa-
vering resolve under the vi-
sionary leadership of hon-
ourable Prime Minister,

Shri Narendra Modi Ji, we
have made remarkable
progress, and today we
stand at the forefront of a
healthcare revolution.
Healthcare events such as
unified health interface,
digital health etc that were
in the realm of fiction a
decade ago, now have be-
come real happenings.

In the words of Dr. Sudhir
Srivastava, Founder,
Chairman & CEO, SS
Innovations, “the first glob-
al SS Innovations
Multispecialty Robotic
Surgery Conference 2024
aims to foster collaboration,
knowledge exchange, and
innovation in the realm of
robotic surgery by uniting
thought leaders, practition-
ers, and industry experts.

Live surgeries mark global multispecialty
robotic surgery conference

Mumbai, Jan 21: 

Maharashtra Governor
Ramesh Bais on Sunday
flagged off the Tata
Mumbai Marathon Elite
Race from opposite the
Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj Terminus in
Mumbai.

The Governor also
flagged off the Champions
with Disabilities Race, a
race for the Divyang per-
sons, and the Senior
Citizens’ Run on the occa-

sion. Lyricist Gulzar
participated in the sen-
ior citizen’s run on the
occasion. Maharashtra’s
Ministers Chhagan
Bhujbal and Deepak
Kesarkar were present.
Legislator Ashish
Shelar, Flag Officer
Commanding in Chief
Western Naval
Command Vice Admiral
Sanjay Singh, GOC in C,
Maharashtra, Gujarat
and Goa area Maj Gen H
S Kahlon, Municipal

Commissioner I S Chahal,
organisers of the event
Vivek Singh and officials
were present. According to
the organizers, 60000 per-
sons are participating in
this year’s Marathon.

Maha Governor flags off
Mumbai Marathon

Dr. Sudhir Srivastava addressing the conference
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