
NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  DDeecc  2266  ((PPTTII)):: The
National Green Tribunal has
issued notices to 24 states and
four Union Territories in a mat-
ter regarding the presence of
arsenic and fluoride in ground-

water. The green panel
observed that the presence of
these metals or chemicals are
“very serious” and requires
“urgent preventive and protec-
tive steps”.

The panel was hearing a
matter in which it had taken
suo motu (on its own) cogni-
sance of a media report that
highlighted the presence of
arsenic and fluoride beyond
permissible limits in ground-
water in some pockets of vari-
ous states and Union
Territories. The report stated
that arsenic was detected in
groundwater in parts of 230

districts across 25 states while
fluoride was found in some
pockets of 469 districts in 27
states, the tribunal noted in a
recent order. A bench of
Judicial Member Justice Sudhir
Agarwal and Expert Member A
Senthil Vel said the Central
Ground Water Authority had
submitted a report in which it
admitted the presence of
arsenic and fluoride in the dis-
tricts and the states. “It is also
admitted that both the chemi-
cals or metals have very serious
toxic effects on the human
body and health and cause
health hazards,” the bench

said. It said the Central Ground
Water Authority, responsible
for regulating groundwater, did
not take any independent steps
on the grounds that water is a
state subject. But its contention
had been rejected by a 1997
Supreme Court verdict and a
2022 tribunal order, the bench
said. “We are surprised that
after such a long time, even
today, the CGWA (Central
Ground Water Authority) has
the audacity of shirking away
from its own statutory respon-
sibility and obligations and tak-
ing such flimsy grounds which
have already been rejected by

the apex court itself,” it said.
“The issue raised in the pres-
ent matter with regard to the
presence of arsenic and fluo-
ride in groundwater in such a
large number of states and dis-
tricts is very serious and
requires urgent preventive and
protective steps by all authori-
ties concerned,” the tribunal
added.

The tribunal made parties or
respondents in the matter 28
states and Union Territories
along with the Central Ground
Water Authority and the Union
Ministry of Environment Forest
and Climate Change.
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IEDs recovered 
BBiijjaappuurr:: Two pressure
improvised explosive
devices (IEDs) planted by
Naxalites on a road have
been recovered by securi-
ty personnel in Bijapur
district of Chhattisgarh,
police said on Tuesday.
With this, the security
forces have recovered at
least 180 IEDs planted by
Naxalites so far this year
in the state, they said.
“Two IEDs, weighing 5 kg
each, were detected on
Monday on Palnar-
Cherpal villages road
when a joint team of the
District Reserve Guard
(DRG) and district police’s
Bomb Disposal Squad
(BDS) was out for
patrolling,” a police offi-
cial said here. 
The explosives were con-
nected to pressure
switches, he added. 

Farmers 
electrocuted

JJaaiippuurr:: Two farmers died
on Tuesday after touching
a dew-covered gate that
was in contact with a live
wire in Rajasthan’s
Bhilwara district, police
said. The incident occurred
in Shakargarh area in
Jahazpur where Ranjeet
Singh and Bhairu Lal, aged
45-50 years, touched a
gate made of sticks to
enter the farm. There was
dew on the gate which
was in contact with a live
wire. As soon as they
touched the gate, they got
electrocuted and died on
the spot, police said.

Fake gold, 
currency

GGuuwwaahhaattii::  Three persons
were arrested from
Katabari area here on
Tuesday for allegedly pos-
sessing Fake Indian
Currency Notes (FICN)
with a face value of over
Rs 2 lakh and counterfeit
gold items, officials said.
Based on specific informa-
tion, a Special Task Force
of the state police carried
out a raid at a rented
house in the locality, and
apprehended the three
persons, who hail from
Assam’s Lakhimpur dis-
trict, they said.
Counterfeit gold items
weighing around 1.69 kg,
and 412 FICN of Rs 500
denomination, were seized
during the operation, an
official release said.

BRIEF

Devotees stand in a queue
for ‘Datta Paduka darshan’
at Baba Budan Giri shrine,

near Chikmagalur, Tuesday.

Low28 12High

Weather

MARKET

BULLION

NIFTY 21,441.35   
71,336.80   SENSEX

GOLD 63,000
SILVER 74,971

Panaji, Dec 26 (PTI):

A MiG-29 K fighter air-
craft of the Indian Navy
suffered a tyre burst on
the taxiway at the Dabolim
airport in Goa on Tuesday
afternoon, just before it
was to undertake a routine
sortie, officials said.

Nobody was injured in
the incident.

Due to the tyre burst,
the aircraft got stranded
on the taxiway, prompting
authorities to shut the air-
port’s runway till 4 pm, af-
fecting the services of pas-
senger flights, officials
said. The runway opera-
tions resumed at around
3:52 pm, with an IndiGO
flight landing from
Kolkata, said Dabolim air-
port’s director S V T
Dhanamjaya.

Sources said more than
13 flights were either di-
verted or rescheduled due
to the incident. “When the
aircraft was on the taxi-

way ahead of its routine
sortie, it suffered a tyre
burst. Immediately after
that, the fire brigade and
other services were
pressed into action,” a
navy spokesperson said,
adding that the single-pilot
aircraft was towed away
from the taxiway.

The official did not spec-
ify the time of the inci-
dent. The Dabolim airport,
located in the South Goa
district, is part of the
naval base INS Hansa. The
facility is used by naval
aircraft during certain
times of the day.

Earlier in the day, S V T
Dhanamjaya had said the
airport runway would re-
main shut for operations
till 4 pm due to the tyre
burst incident.

“The services of 10
flights were affected. Some
flights were diverted to the
Manohar International
Airport at Mopa,” the air-
port director said.

Prayagraj (UP), Dec 26
(PTI): Police attached the
house of slain gangster
Atiq Ahmed’s aide Guddu
Muslim, an absconding ac-
cused in the Umesh Pal
murder case, in the
Chakia area here on
Tuesday.

According to ACP
(Dhumanganj) Varun
Kumar, the house belong-
ing to the accused and the

items kept there were at-
tached by the police.

Earlier too, a police
team had gone there, but
the house was found
sealed by the Prayagraj
Development Authority
(PDA). Today, the house
was opened in coordina-
tion with the PDA team, he
said.

Till now, attachment
proceedings have been car-

ried out against four ac-
cused while those against
two other accused -
Shaista Parveen, who is
Atiq Ahmed’s wife, and
Arman - will be undertak-
en in three-four days, he
said.

Guddu Muslim was
caught on CCTV footage
throwing bombs during
the murderous attack on
Umesh Pal.

The main witness in the
BSP MLA Raju Pal mur-
der case, Umesh Pal was
shot dead in broad day-
light on February 25, 2023.

Guddu Muslim has been
absconding since the inci-
dent.

On the complaint of
Umesh Pal’s wife Jaya Pal,
a case was registered in
Dhumanganj police sta-
tion against mafia Atiq
Ahmed, his brother
Ashraf, Shaista Parveen,
Atiq’s two sons, Guddu
Muslim, Ghulam and nine
other associates.

New Delhi, Dec 26 (PTI):
The number of sub-
scribers on Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
personal YouTube channel
crossed two crore on
Tuesday, with the Indian
leader becoming the only
world leader to have this
distinction and leading his
contemporaries by a long
distance. Officials noted
that the videos posted on
Modi’s channel have more
than 4.5 billion views, far
ahead of his global peers.

Former Brazilian presi-
dent Jair Bolsonaro is sec-
ond on the list of sub-
scriber numbers with
around 64 lakh — less than
a third of Modi’s.

In terms of views,
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy is
second to the Indian prime
minister with 22.4 crore, a
small fraction of Modi’s.

US President Joe Biden
has 7.89 lakh subscribers
while his Turkiye counter-
part Recep Tayyip
Erdogan has 3.16 lakh.

‘Yoga with Modi’, a
YouTube channel linked to
the prime minister, is also
high on the list with more
than 73,000 subscribers.

Among other notable
Indian leaders, former
Congress chief Rahul
Gandhi’s channel has
more than 35 lakh sub-
scribers, a little over a
sixth of Modi’s.

The prime minister set
up his YouTube channel in
2007 when he was Gujarat
chief minister and is con-
sidered a pioneer in
Indian politics in under-
standing the potential of
social media in public
communication and is
credited for harnessing it
to huge success.

Patna, Dec 26 (PTI):
Rumours were afloat in
Bihar on Tuesday that
Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar’s key aide Rajiv
Ranjan Singh Lalan’ has
told the former he wanted
to step down as JD(U) na-
tional president.

At the state headquar-
ters of the party here,
leaders had a tough time
fending off queries of
journalists, who also want-
ed to know whether specu-
lations of a rift between
Kumar and Lalan, on ac-
count of growing proximi-
ty of the latter towards
RJD president Lalu
Prasad, had a grain of
truth.

“You speak of fissures
in the JD(U). I say there is
not even a scratch,” assert-
ed state minister Vijay
Kumar Chaudhary, who
had turned up at the party
office on his weekly round.

Chaudhary also blamed
the rumours surrounding
Lalan in the media, say-
ing, “We, in the party, have
heard nothing of that sort,
but you people give things
whatever spin you wish
and then drop it when it
suits your news cycle”.

He evaded a direct reply
when asked whether
Lalan was likely to make a
formal offer of his resigna-
tion at the JD(U)’s meeting
scheduled in Delhi later
this week.

“Please be informed
that on December 29, the
party’s national executive
and national council meet-
ings are going to be held.
These were long overdue.
Also, JD(U) leaders from
across the country will sit
together and discuss strat-
egy for the Lok Sabha
polls due in a few months,”
said Chaudhary.

His attention was drawn

to a claim of senior BJP
leader Sushil Kumar
Modi, who as a former
deputy CM had known
Kumar from close quar-
ters, that the JD(U)
supreme leader was grow-
ing uneasy with his party
chief ’s closeness with his
ally, and fearing a sabo-
tage.

“You will always see
Sushil Kumar Modi speak-
ing about JD(U), but never
about his own party. This
is because in the BJP he
has become a nobody. His
sense of mortification has
caused his imagination to
run wild,” Chaudhary
said.

However, a senior JD(U)
leader, requesting
anonymity, said that Lalan
has, indeed, expressed his
desire to give up the top
party post, which he has
been occupying for more
than a couple of years.

Two separate
earthquakes hit

Ladakh, Kishtwar
Jammu, Dec 26 (PTI):
Two earthquakes of mild
intensity struck Ladakh
and Jammu and Kashmir
early Tuesday, officials
said. There were no imme-
diate reports of any dam-
age due to the tremors,
they said. The epicentre of
the two quakes were in
Ladakh’s Leh district and
Jammu and Kashmir’s
Kishtwar district, they
added. According to the
National Centre of
Seismology (NCS), an
earthquake of 4.5 magni-
tude occurred at 4.33 am in
Ladakh. The depth of the
earthquake was five kilo-
meters below the surface
of the earth at 34.73 de-
grees latitude and 77.07 de-
grees longitude, it said.

The earthquake jolted
sleeping residents of both
Kargil and Leh districts
but police said there was
no report of any damage
from anywhere.

Plane grounded in
France over

human trafficking
lands in Mumbai

Mumbai, Dec 26 (PTI): A
charter plane carrying 276
passengers, mostly
Indians, which was
grounded in France for
four days over suspected
human trafficking, landed
in Mumbai on Tuesday, an
official said. The
Nicaragua-bound flight
operated by a Romanian
company was detained for
four days at Vatry airport
near France. The aircraft,
an Airbus A340, landed in
Mumbai shortly after 4
am, the official said. It had
taken off from Vatry air-
port around 2.30 pm local
time. The charter flight
that carried 303 passen-
gers had taken off from
Dubai in the United Arab
Emirates and was ground-
ed at the Vatry airport, 150
km east of Paris, on
Thursday over suspected
human trafficking.

New Delhi, Dec 25 (PTI):

The Indian Navy’s ex-
plosive ordnance disposal
team on Monday carried
out a detailed inspection of
merchant vessel MV Chem
Pluto on its arrival at
Mumbai harbour, two days
after the ship was hit by a
drone off India’s west coast
in the Arabian Sea when it
was on its way to New
Mangalore port.

In view of spate of at-
tacks on commercial ves-
sels in the Arabian Sea, the
Navy deployed P-8I long-
range patrol aircraft for
surveillance, and warships
INS Mormugao, INS Kochi
and INS Kolkata in the re-
gion to maintain “deter-
rent presence”, officials
said. Saturday’s drone at-
tack on Liberian-flagged
MV Chem Pluto came
amid increasing concerns

over various commercial
vessels being targeted re-
portedly by Iran-backed
Houthi militants in the Red
Sea and Gulf of Aden amid
the Israel-Hamas conflict.
The Liberian-flagged ves-
sel with 21 Indian and one
Vietnamese crew, anchored
at outer anchorage off
Mumbai at 3:30 pm. “On
her arrival, the Indian
Navy explosive ordnance
disposal team inspected
the vessel to make a pre-
liminary assessment of the
type and nature of attack.
The analysis of the area of
attack and debris found on
the ship points towards a
drone attack,” a Navy
spokesperson said.

“However, further foren-
sic and technical analysis
will be required to estab-
lish the vector of attack in-
cluding type and amount of
explosive used,” he said.

Ayodhya, Dec 26 (PTI):

The under-construction
Ram temple complex in
Ayodhya will be ‘at-
manirbhar’ in its own way
with sewage and water
treatment plants, and it
will also have facilities to
ease the movement of the
elderly and the specially-
abled, officials said on
Tuesday.

Ram temple trust gener-
al secretary Champat Rai
said this as he shared the
landscape plan of the
grand complex in a pres-
entation made at the
trust’s office in Ayodhya.

He also said that 70 per
cent of the 70 acres of the
upcoming temple complex
will be green area.

The complex will be ‘at-
manirbhar’ in its own way
as it will have two STPs,
one WTP and a dedicated
line from power house, he

said. The temple complex
will also have a fire
brigade post, which will be
able to source water from
an underground reservoir,
he added. The grand tem-
ple will have 392 pillars, a
14 feet-wide ‘percota’ pe-
riphery which will span

732 metre, Rai said, shar-
ing the landscape plan
with a group of journal-
ists. The Ram temple com-
plex will have the lift facili-
ty and two ramps at en-
trance to facilitate elderly,
specially-abled visitors, he
said.

New Delhi, Dec 26 (PTI):

A plea has been filed
in the Supreme Court
seeking review of its
order refusing to direct
the Delhi lieutenant gov-
ernor to either give as-
sent to or return a 2015
bill which proposed a ban
on screening children for
nursery admission.

The review petition
filed by NGO Social
Jurist contended that the
plea assumes importance
in view of the recent
Supreme Court judg-
ments voicing displeas-
ure over the governors of
Punjab and Tamil Nadu
delaying assent to bills
passed and readopted by
state legislatures.

The petition referred
to the apex court’s obser-
vation that state gover-
nors must act in a man-
ner consistent with the

provisions of Article 200
of the Constitution.
Article 200 outlines the
process for a bill passed
by the legislative assem-
bly of a state to be pre-
sented to the governor
for assent. The governor
may either give consent
to the bill, withhold as-
sent or reserve the bill
for consideration by the
President of India. The
governor may also re-
turn the bill for the legis-
lature’s reconsideration.

The apex court had on
October 13 dismissed the
NGO’s plea, saying it can-
not pass a direction to
enact a law.

“Can there be a man-
damus to enact a law?
Can we direct the govern-
ment to introduce the
bill? Supreme Court can’t
be the panacea for every-
thing,” the top court had
said.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  DDeecc  2266  ((PPTTII))::

A Delhi court has issued an
open-ended non-bailable war-
rant (NBW) against UK national
Sumit Chadha in a money laun-
dering case related to fugitive
arms dealer Sanjay Bhandari
and others. Special Judge
Neelofer Abida Perveen passed
the order, noting that the pres-
ence of Chadha cannot be
secured through the ordinary
process. Unlike a regular non-
bailable warrant, an open-
ended NBW has no time limit
for its execution. The court
passed the order after taking
cognisance of a supplementary
charge sheet filed by the
Enforcement Directorate(ED)
against the accused, saying
there was sufficient ground for
summoning him. “At the
request of the Directorate... I
am satisfied that the presence
of accused Sumit Chadha can-
not be secured through the
ordinary process. Open-ended

NBW has been prayed for. NBW
is ordered against accused
Sumit Chadha for his arrest and
production before this Court,
accordingly,” the judge said.
The court noted the submission
made by the ED that summons
were issued to Chadha through
diplomatic channels but he
refused to receive them. The
judge will further hear the mat-
ter on January 29. According to
ED, represented by Special
Public Prosecutors Naveen
Kumar Matta and Anil Khatri,
besides advocate Mohd Faizan
Khan, Sanjay Bhandari had cre-
ated a web of entities by
engaging various individuals
based in the UAE and the UK for
the purpose of acquiring sever-
al properties outside India.
“Perusal of the several e-mails
exchanged, filed on record,
clearly indicates that accused
Sumit Chadha was working in
tandem and was close confi-
dant of accused Sanjay
Bhandari,” the ED claimed.

NBW against UK 
national in case involving fugitive

arms dealer Bhandari

Review plea filed in SC 
seeking ban on screening children

for nursery admission

Ram temple complex will be
‘atmanirbhar’ in its own way: Rai

Under-construction Shri Ram Janmabhoomi temple
during a media tour organised by Shri Ram

Janmbhoomi Teerth Kshetra, in Ayodhya, Tuesday.

Spate of attacks on merchant vessels

Indian Navy deploys 3 
warships in Arabian Sea

Rumours swirl around JD(U)
chief’s resignation

PM Modi’s YouTube 
channel subscribers
number cross 2 crore

Umesh Pal murder case

Police attach house of accused Guddu Muslim

Police personnel attach the residence of Guddu
Muslim, an aide of gangster-turned-politician Atiq
Ahmed and accused in the Umesh Pal murder case, in
Prayagraj, Tuesday.

Navy’s MiG-29K aircraft suffers
tyre burst at Dabolim airport

Arsenic and fluoride in groundwater

NGT issues notices to 24 states, four UTs



Spectacular celebrations of 91st Shivagiri Theerthadanam at SNGDS  Sector -4 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 26: Sree
Narayana Guru Dharma
Samajam (SNGDS) Sector -
4 celebrated the 91st
"ShivagiriTheerthadanam
" with great reverence at
SNGVB auditorium on
December 24,2023. On this
occasion, lamp lighting &
Guru Daivadashakam was
commemorated  by SNGDS
management, Executive
committee members and
by all the devotees & follow-
ers.

The Chief Guest
Brahmasri Dr TS Vijayan
(renowned author, founder
of Gurupadam school &
winner of many literally
awards), VK Babu
(President, SNGDS), TU
Sunil (Gen Sec, SNGDS),
PS  Suresh (Treasurer
SNGDS) and KN
Jaiprakash (Vice President

-SNGDS) were welcomed  &
other Executive committee
members, Patrons
SNGVB's Principal E
Bharati, Vice Principal
Rupesh Choudhary
,Teaching  and Non
Teaching staff of Sector 4,
Sister branches

(Khurshipar& sector -7)
were present to mark the
91st "Shivagiri
Theerthadanam" celebra-
tions.

The Chief Guest was fe-
licitated with shreefal&
Shawl by the President VK
Babu. In his address, the

President briefed the
meaning of
Theerthadanam & the dif-
ference between
Shabrimala theerthad-
nam& Shivgiri
Theerthadanam (The spiri-
tual motivation & social
motivation ).

On this occasion,
Maddhu Hasini, a student
of SNGVB expressed her
views on the stress caused
by examination & it's man-
agement & also exhorted
the parents to help & sup-
port their children for suc-
cess in life. The Chief

Guest Dr TS Vijayan, ad-
dressing the gathering en-
lightened the miracles of
Sree Narayana Guru &  his
principles.

The opportunity was
taken to honour Sunder
Rao, Shatrughan, Reshram
with shreefal, Shawl &

cash award for their excel-
lent work in various fields.
Anila Rajan, Vandana
Shrivastava, Shymon
Prakash, E Bharati were
also  honoured with me-
mento of appreciation
award.

The Bhajan Kirtan

women group of the socie-
ty, essential members of
the cultural dance group
(boys & girls) of the society,
Amit Raj Gopal, Founder of
Feel Parmartham, & its
members, Lucky, Sandeep,
Ajay Choudary, Parul,
Ganesh Aman Nayyar,
Mayank & Ajay Mandal
were honoured with
Shreefal& Shawl for their
unconditional service to
the society, Sumi Rajjapan
( Electronic Coverage coor-
dinator & renowned  jour-
nalist) was honoured  with
shreefal, memento & shawl
for  her contribution in the
field of journalism.

The vote of thanks was
presented by KN
Jaiprakash  and the pro-
gramme was coordinated
Simmi Anil. The pro-
gramme ended with
National Anthem and a
banquet.

Inter-district gang of bike-lifters nabbed
Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  2266:: With the arrest
of four notorious thieves, po-
lice claimed to have busted an
inter-district gang of bike
lifters. Six stolen bikes worth
approximately Rs 03.30 lakh
were recovered from them. It
was a joint action of Anti Crime
and Cyber Unit Durg and Police
Station Utai, Bhilai Nagar,
Supela and GRP Durg.

Considering the frequent in-
cidents of vehicle thefts,
Senior Superintendent of
Police (Durg) Ram Gopal Garg
had instructed to take prompt
action in the cases of vehicle
theft, arrest the accused and
recover the stolen booty.
Under the supervision of
Additional Superintendent of
Police (City) Abhishek Jha,
Additional Superintendent of
Police (Rural) Anant Sahu,
Additional Superintendent of
Police (Crime) Dr Anurag Jha,
City Superintendent of Police
(Bhilai Nagar) Vishwa Deepak
Tripathi and Police Sub-
Divisional Officer (Patan)

Devansh Rathore, a joint team
was formed under the leader-
ship of ACCU in-charge
Inspector Naresh Patel,
Inspector Kapil Dev Pandey
(SHO, Utai), Inspector Manoj
Prajapati (SHO, Bhilai) and
Inspector Durgesh Sharma
(SHO, Supela).

The team continuously mon-
itored the suspects and a net-
work of informers was activat-
ed. Former habitual criminals
released from jail were also

checked. Meanwhile, police re-
ceived a tip off regarding
Chetan Dahare, a resident of
Utai Hathkhojpara. Chetan
with his accomplice Ritesh
Kumar Kurre alias Bhakka, a
resident of Dundera, was look-
ing for a customer to sell a mo-
torcycle vehicle near Utai
Khopli. Police team swung into
action and Chetan Dahare and
Ritesh Kurre were nabbed
from Khopali Utai. During sus-
tained interrogation, they con-

fessed to stealing bikes from
Joratarai BSP Gate in Utai,
from ChandulalChandrakar
Hospital in Bhilai,
BerozgarTiraha Sector 06
Bhilai and Durg Railway
Station. They had stolen six
bikes from different places.
Four motorcycles were kept
hidden at different places. One
bike was sold to Kartik Chopra,
a resident of Sector 07 and an-
other bike was sold to Durgesh
Chauhan, a resident of

Samoda. Police recovered all
the 06 stolen vehicles. Further
action is being taken from the
concerned police stations.

The accused Chetan Dahare
(25) son of Sheetal Dahare, a
resident of Utai Hathkhojpara;
Ritesh Kumar Kurre alias
Bhakka (30) son of Banshilal
Kurre, a resident of Shanti
Nagar, Dundera Durg; Kartik
Chopra (33) son of Santlal
Chopra, a resident of Sector
07and Durgesh Chauhan (40)
son of Prem Singh Chauhan, a
resident of village Samoda,
Chowki Jewra Sirsa, were ar-
rested and sent to jail on judi-
cial remand.

ASI Rajesh Pandey, Head
Constable Santosh Mishra,
Pradeep Singh Rajput,
Chandrashekhar Banjeer,
Constable Jagjit Singh,
Narendra Sahare, Sanat Bharti,
Komal Rajput, G Ravi,
Balmukund Sahu, Chitrasen
Sahu, Khurshid Khurram Baksh
from ACCU and Head
Constable Amar Singh from
Supela played a vital role in ar-
resting the accused.

Molestation accused 
arrested within 24 hours

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 26: Police ar-
rested an accused of eve
teasing and molestation
within 24-hours of the
crime. The victim girl
along with her family
members had visited
Vaishali Nagar Police
Station and submitted a
written complaint after
which an FIR was lodged.

On Tuesday morning
around 09:30 hrs, the vic-
tim and her family mem-
bers were at home when
the accused Raja Yadav en-
tered their house and tried
to grab her hands with the
intention of outraging her
modesty.

When the family mem-
bers resisted, the accused
threatened to kill them.
Police lodged an FIR

under sections 452, 354, 354
(A), 506 IPC.

Under the direction of
Senior Superintendent of
Police (Durg) Ramgopal
Garg, Additional
Superintendent of Police
(City) Abhishek Jha and
City Superintendent of
Police (Bhilai Nagar)
Vishwadeepak Tripathi,
the team of Vaishali
Nagar Police Station led

by Inspector Mamta Ali
Sharma searched for the
accused. He was arrested
within 24 hours of the
crime. The accused was
brought to Vaishali Nagar
police station and interro-
gated. He confessed to
committing the crime. The
accused Raja Yadav (20)
son of Kalesh Yadav, a resi-
dent of Jawahar Nagar,
IHSDP Housing Colony,

Vaishali Nagar, was duly
arrested and sent to the
jail on judicial remand.

Inspector Mamta Ali
Sharma (SHO, Vaishali
Nagar), ASI Rajesh Mani
Singh, Constable Virendra
Yadav, Constable Rajesh
Sinha, Constable Suresh
Yadav, Constable
Bhupendra Baghel played
a vital role in arresting the
accused.

Bhilai Veterans lift Rakshak Trophy
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 26: The final
match of Rakshak Trophy
Cricket Tournament was
played on 25 December
2023. This tournament was
organised under the guid-
ance of Satish S
Khandare, IPS, Inspector
General, Frontier
Headquarters, Border
Security Force (Special
O p e r a t i o n s ) ,
Chhattisgarh, Bhilai.

Matches of this tourna-
ment were played in
Sector 01 cricket ground.
Enthusiastic players from
08 teams from various gov-
ernment departments and
local organizations partic-
ipated in this tournament.
The final match of the
tournament was played
between the cricket teams
of Bhilai Veteran v/s
Ashish Enterprises.

In a thrilling final

match, Bhilai Veteran's
cricket team displayed re-
markable sportsmanship,
strategy and efficiency
and emerged victorious.
Ashish Enterprises crick-
et team was the runner-up.

The 03-day tourna-
ment showcased extraor-
dinary skills on the field
and each match was a
testament to the unwa-
vering dedication and

teamwork displayed by
the enthusiastic players.

Satish S Khandare, IPS,
Inspector General,
Frontier Headquarters,
Border Security Force
(Special Operations),
Chhattisgarh, honored the
winning team by present-
ing them a trophy. On this
occasion, the Inspector
General appreciated the
dedication, hard work and

commitment displayed by
all the teams.

He highlighted the im-
portance of such events in
promoting unity and har-
mony within the depart-
ment and the society and
expressed gratitude to all
the teams, organizers and
supporters whose unwa-
vering enthusiasm and
support made the event a
grand success.
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Deputy CM Sharma visits Gurudwara on Veer Bal Diwas 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 26: Deputy
Chief Minister Vijay
Sharma paid obeisance
at Gurudwara located in
Station Road Durg on
the occasion of Veer Bal
Diwas. He said that it is
a day to feel proud of the
bravery and ideals of
Mata Gujri, Guru
Gobind Singh and four

Sahibzadas, who set an
example to save 
humanity.

December 26 is the day
of martyrdom of both the
Sahibzadas of Guru
Gobind Singh Ji. Both the
heroes attained martyr-
dom at the age of seven
and nine years. Despite
pressure from the
Mughals, they chose sac-
rifice. The history of

Sikhs remains glorious
with such sacrifices.

Deputy Chief Minister
Vijay Sharma said that
the Sahibzadas of the
tenth Guru Gobind Singh
of the Sikhs did not ac-
cept defeat from the
Mughals. The two
Sahibzadas Zorawar
Singh and Fateh Singh
were entombed alive in
the wall when they did

not accept Islam.
Sharma said that the

Sahibzadas are the source
of inspiration for the en-
tire society as they sacri-
ficed their life willingly
for the sake of religion.
Their martyrdom is a
matter of inspiration for
the whole country.

He expressed gratitude
towards the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi

for remembering the
martyrdom of these
brave children. MP Vijay
Baghel in his address
said that they have come
together to commemo-
rate all the martyrs, who
are in the heart of every
Indian.

He thanked Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
who remembered all the
martyrs. The entire fami-
ly of Guru Gobind Singh
sacrificed for the estab-
lishment of Hindu reli-
gion.

MLA Gajendra Yadav,
Durg Rural MLA Lalit
Chandrakar, BJP District
President Jitendra
Verma, Collector
Pushpendra Kumar
Meena, SSP Ram Gopal
Garg, District Panchayat
CEO Ashwini
Dewangan, public repre-
sentatives, people of Sikh
Samaj and others were
present.

Employees of BSP’s SMS-III 
felicitated with Shiromani Awards
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 26: Employees
of Steel Melting Shop -03
(SMS-III) Department of
SAIL- Bhilai Steel Plant
were awarded the 'Pali
Shiromani' and 'Karm
Shiromani' awards' under
the 'Shiromani Puraskar
Yojana' of Bhilai Steel
Plant, for their exemplary
work performance. AB
Srinivas, GM (SMS-III) was
the Chief Guest in the
Award ceremony.

Ashug Amrit Pal, Mgr
(SMS-III), was awarded 'Pali
Shiromani' Award, while
Durvasa Ram Sahu, Vimal
Kumar Shukla, Ajay Kujur
and Jayshree Kumari were
awarded 'Karm Shiromani
Award'for their commend-
able performance at the
workplace. Mementos and
Certificates were presented

to all the awardees,along
with a Letter of
Appreciation to their re-
spective Spouses. Chief
Guest AB Srinivas appreci-
ated the awardees for their
achievements and contribu-
tions at the workplace and
said that these awards are
given not only for outstand-
ing work but also for follow-
ing Safety guidelines.
Srinivas encouraged all the
employees of SMS-III to
work in future with the
same spirit. The
Department Heads and
other Senior Officials were
also present on this occa-

sion, appreciated the
awardees, and encouraged
all the employees to work ef-
ficiently while following
Safety Standards.Chaitram
Sahu Compered the
Programme. The main ob-
jective behind awarding
Plant's employees with
Karm Shiromani and Pali
Shiromani Awards is to
acknowledge and honour
the sincere efforts and
hard work displayed by
them at the workplace, by
meeting the organization-
al objectives while adher-
ing to the standard pa-
rameters of safety.

Preparations for Quality Mahakumbh
of NCQC-2023 in full swing

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  2266:: DK Shrivastava, a
Quality Guru of India and
Executive Director of Quality
Circle Forum of India, on
Tuesday reviewed the prepara-
tions for the 37th National
Convention on Quality Concepts
(NCQC 2023) to be organised
from January 04-07, 2024 by
Quality Circle Forum of India
(QCFI).It is noteworthy that
more than 2200 Quality
Concepts teams and 12,000 par-
ticipants from 650 institutes
across the country will partici-
pate in this Mahakumbh of
Quality Concepts to be organ-
ized at Shri Ramdevbaba College
of Engineering and
Management, Nagpur under the
leadership of DK Shrivastava. ED
(QCFI). This year the hosting of
NCQC 2023 has been assigned to
QCFI, Nagpur Chapter, informed
PRO of QCFI Bhilai Chapter
Satyawan Nayak in a press com-
munique. In this review meeting,

ED (QCFI) DK Shrivastava,
Additional Director (Training and
Development) VKB Das, Senior
Faculty R Srinivasan from QCFI,
headquarters, Secretary of
Nagpur Chapter Vivek Shroti,
Council Member Vivek Joshi,
Dean of the college Dr Rajeev
Khaire, PRO of Bhilai Chapter
Satyawan Nayak and Treasurer
VK Chaudhary, Abhay Girode,
Praveen, Nishan Rao, Sanjay
Nathwani and Pankaj Gupta and
other members of Nagpur
Chapter were present. QCFI
Director and Secretary of Bhilai
Chapter GP Singh was connect-

ed digitally. Notably, in this
grand event, QCFI,Bhilai Chapter
has been entrusted with impor-
tant responsibilities like hall
management and food manage-
ment. After the meeting, the
present members of QCFI gave a
ground inspection of various
preparations to DK Srivastava.
Also, preparations were started
by ED (QCFI) DK Srivastava by
offering prayers. Srivastava in-
teracted with the leaders of vari-
ous committees and provided
necessary guidance so that this
Mahakumbh can be organized
successfully.
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Raipur, Dec 26: Chief
Minister Vishnu Deo Sai
today participated in the
program organized at
Telibandha Gurudwara
(Gurudwara Dhan-Dhan
Baba Budha Sahib Ji) of
Raipur on Veer Bal Diwas.
He circumambulated the
Guru Granth Sahib after
paying obeisance in the
Gurudwara. He remem-
bered the sacrifice of Guru
Gobind Singh Ji’s family
and the martyrdom of his
sons and paid homage to
him. Sai also participated
in ‘Kirtan’ and ‘Ardaas’ in
Gurudwara. Cabinet
Minister Ramvichar
Netam, MP Sunil Soni,
MLAs Purandar Mishra,
Motilal Sahu and Sampat
Agrawal also participated
in the program. Several of-
fice bearers of Gurdwara

Management Committee
and members of Sikh
Samaj were also present in
the program.

Sikh brothers have a
major contribution in pro-
tecting Hindu religion and
achieving independence for
the country and their great
deeds are recorded in our
history, Sai said in his ad-
dress. Recalling the martyr-
dom of Guru Gobind
Singh’s Sahibzadas- Baba
Zorawar Singh and Baba
Fateh Bahadur Singh, he
said that at the young age of

six and nine years, these
children were imprisoned
by the Mughal ruler within
the walls. To protect their
religion, both of them sacri-
ficed themselves at a very
young age, he added.

Sai thanked Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
for taking the initiative of
celebrating Veer Bal Diwas
every year to commemorate
the martyrdom of such
brave children. He told that
last year on Prakash Parv,
the Prime Minister had an-
nounced to celebrate 26th

December every year as
Veer Bal Diwas to remem-
ber the martyrdom of Baba
Zorawar Singh and Baba
Fateh Bahadur Singh. After
the Prime Minister’s an-
nouncement, the spirit of
bravery is awakening
among the children along
with commemorating the
martyrdom of Guru
Gobind Singh’s Sahibzadas
in schools and public
places.

Sai said that he will try to
live up to the expectations
of the people who entrusted
him with important respon-
sibility of Chief Minister
and will maintain the digni-
ty of this post. We have
moved towards fulfilling
Modi’s guarantee in the
state, he said, adding that in
very first Cabinet meeting,
it was decided to build 18
lakh Prime Minister
Houses for the people of the
state. On 25th December, on
Good Governance Day, two
years outstanding paddy
bonus has been paid to the
farmers, he added.

CM pays tribute to the martyrdom of Baba
Zorawar Singh and Baba Fateh Singh

Takes part in the Veer
Bal Diwas program at
Telibandha
Gurudwara in Raipur

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  2266::  Secretary
Amitabh Jain held a meeting of
high level officials of various
departments of the state gov-
ernment at Mantralaya
Mahanadi Bhawan to discuss
preparations for Republic Day
celebrations on 26 January
2024 with dignity. DGP Ashok
Juneja, Additional Chief
Secretary Subrata Sahu and
Mrs. Renuji Pillai attended the
meeting organized through
video conference. The Chief
Secretary gave directions to
the officials for all the arrange-
ments and preparations
regarding the celebration of
Republic Day on 26 January.
The main function of Republic
Day will be held at Police
Ground Raipur from 9 am. All
necessary guidelines have
been given to the officials
regarding all the necessary
arrangements for the prepara-
tions for the event.

Necessary instructions were
also given to the officers for
the stage, pandal arrange-
ments, meeting arrangements,
cultural programs message of
Governor and the Chief

Minister, traffic, security,
cleanliness and all other
arrangements. Principal
Secretary of Forest and Home
Department, Manoj Kumar
Pingua, Secretary of General
Administration Department, DD

Singh, Secretary to Governor
Amrit Khalkho, Secretary of
Energy Department Ankit
Anand, Secretary of Food
Department Topeshwar Verma
and senior officials of other
departments were present.

Republic Day preparations begin

PCC targets BJP govt
over Hasdev Aranya

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  2266:: PCC
Communication head Sushil Anand
Shukla today today targeted the
BJP government in the state on the
issue of Hasdev Aranya. Referring
to Rahul Gandhi’s statement
regarding Hasdev Aranya area
before the assembly elections,
Shukla today said here today that
before the assembly elections,
Rahul Gandhi had said that, after
pressing the button on the lotus,
an industrialist will emerge from
the VVPAT. After the formation of
BJP government, his words are
now becoming true, he added.

Expressing concern towards the
local residents of Hasdev Aranya,
Shukla said that work started to
benefit the industrialists in the
state. The tribals are protesting
against the deforestation in
Hasdev Aranya, but no general
public is being allowed to enter
that area, he said.

In response to CM Vishnu Deo
Sai’s statement on Hasdev Aranya
that ‘the previous government had
ordered the cutting of Hasdev
Aranya’, Sushil Anand Shukla said
that the order for cutting of
Hasdev Aranya was not given by
the previous government. The
order for cutting of the forest was
given by the Modi government,
Shukla said. According to him BJP
has nothing to do with the public,
its government is running in the
interests of industrialists.

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  2266:: Chief Minister
Vishnu Deo Sai, on Tuesday,
attended a programme organ-
ized at Mata Sundari Public
School, located at Kachari
Chowk, Raipur, to commemo-
rate Veer Bal Diwas.
Inaugurating an exhibition ded-
icated to the memory of Guru
Gobind Singh’s Sahibzaadas
Baba Zorawar Singh and Baba
Fateh Singh, the Chief Minister
lit a lamp in front of their por-
traits and paid floral tributes.
The event aimed to honour the
sacrifice of Guru Gobind Singh
Ji’s family and the martyrdom
of his sons.

Addressing the gathering,
Chief Minister Vishnu Deo Sai
stated that today, it is our good
fortune that we have all gath-
ered here to celebrate Veer Bal
Diwas. Today is the day of the
martyrdom of both the
Sahibzaadas of Guru Gobind
Singh Ji, who, despite the pres-
sure and torture of the
Mughals, did not give up and
accepted martyrdom at the
ages of just six and nine years.

They were buried alive in a wall,
and the history of the Sikh com-
munity remains glorious due to
such sacrifices.

Sai stated that the Prime
Minister of our country, PM
Narendra Modi, has played a
crucial role in presenting the
glorious history of India to the
people, and I express my grati-
tude to him for this. We all take
pride in the declaration of today
as Veer Bal Diwas to honour the
Sahibzaadas not only in our
country but also globally.
Providing details about Mata
Sundari Public School, Chief
Minister Shri Sai mentioned
that the school is named after
Mata Sundari, the mother of
Veer Sahibzadas. I extend my
best wishes to this institution
and express hope that it contin-
ues to make progress.

He added that our govern-
ment is committed to fulfilling
every promise made under the
‘Modi ki Guarantee’. He men-
tioned that in line with this
commitment, as soon as our
government was formed, we

decided to approve houses for
18 lakh eligible families in the
state. On Good Governance
Day, an amount of more than Rs
3700 crore has been disbursed
to over 12 lakh farmers.

Deputy Chief Minister Vijay
Sharma expressed gratitude to
Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi for declaring Veer Bal
Diwas. He emphasized the need
for society to guide school chil-
dren on drawing inspiration
from the fearless sacrifice of
the young Sahibzaadas.
Expressing his gratitude to
Chief Minister Shri Sai, he stat-
ed that, to participate in the
Veer Bal Diwas events, he can-
celled other programmes and
agreed to participate only in the
programmes of Veer Bal Diwas.

Cabinet Minister Brijmohan
Agrawal extended warm wishes
on Veer Bal Diwas and thanked
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
for making it a national event.
He stated that Guru Gobind
Singh Ji taught his children to
be fearless and not to bow
down before their enemies. He
emphasized that the Sikh com-
munity is renowned for its serv-
ice, dedication, sacrifice, and
bravery.

During the programme, the
Sikh community honoured the
Chief Minister with a kirpan,
shawl, and Shriphal. School
children contributed to the
event by presenting Shabad
Kirtan. The ceremony was
attended by Cabinet Minister
OP Choudhary, MLAs, represen-
tatives of the Sikh community,
and officials from the School
Education Department.

The glorious history of the Sikh 
community is a source of inspiration: Sai

Chief Secretary
holds high level
meeting of officers

Raipur, Dec 26: Mandal
Puja festival will be or-
ganised at Shree Ayyappa
Temple, Ring Road No. 2,
Tatibandh, on Wednesday,
December 27. Giving the
above information in a
joint release, Shree
Ayyappa Seva Sangham
President, Gopal Menon
and Secretary  Sharad
Nair said that like every
year, this year too the
Mandal Puja festival will
be celebrated with great
pomp on  December 27th.
On this day, the sacred
eighteen stairs of Shree
Ayyappa Temple will be
opened for the fasting
devotees to climb the holy
steps. ‘Kettunira’ pro-
gram will be held after
the puja at 6.30 am in
Lord Mahadev Temple lo-
cated at Tatibandh
Colony. After which at
8.00 o’clock all the devo-
tees along with
‘Pallikettu’ will leave in a
procession for Shree
Ayyappa Temple. Large
number of devotees will
participate in this proces-
sion. As part of Mandal

Puja rituals, after
Prabhat Pheri at 4.30 am,
Nirmalya Darshan (5.35
am), Abhishekam,
Ganpati Hom (6.00 am),
Usha Puja (6.30 am) will
be held. Thereafter, at 8.30
am the devotees will
climb the sacred stairs
along with Pallikettu and
Ghee Abhishekam and
‘Madhyana’ puja will be
held. There will be
Deeparadhana (Aarti)
and bhajans at 6.30 pm.
After Bhogpuja, Prasad
distribution and

Annadanam program
will conclude at 8.30 pm.
It is notable that the main
temple of Shanishwar
Lord Shree Ayyappa
Swamy is situated at
Shabarishringa in the
state of Kerala, where
every year crores of devo-
tees observing strict fast
get darshan. On this occa-
sion, Shree Ayyappa Seva
Sangham has urged  all
the devotees to be present
and get the benefit of dar-
shan of Lord Shaniwar
Shree Ayyappa.

Ayyappa Temple Mandal
Puja festival today
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Raipur, Dec 26: Shadani
Shiromandal and Raipur
Sindhi Samaj accorded a
grand welcome to Chief
Minister Vishnu Deo Sai
at Shadani Darbar Tirtha
today. On the occasion,
Chief Minister Vishnu
Deo Sai said that he feels
fortunate to have the op-
portunity to visit this
power spiritual center and
receive blessings of the
revered Guru. Chief
Minister said that Shadani
Darbar is the center of
spiritual power and who-
ever pays obeisance here
with a true heart gets their
wishes fulfilled. He added
that It is the blessings of
Shadani Darbar that an or-
dinary man like me has
got the opportunity to
serve the state as Chief
Minister. At Shadani
Darbar, Shri Sai prayed for
strength and determina-
tion to live up to the unwa-
vering trust of the people
of the state by fulfilling
the guarantees made by
Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi at the time
of elections.

Chief Minister Vishnu
Deo Sai said that on 25th
December, the birth an-
niversary of former Prime
Minister Bharat Ratna
Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee
was celebrated as Good
Governance Day in the
state. On this occasion a
state-level programme was
organized at village
Bendri of Abhanpur,
where an amount of Rs
3716 crore was transferred
to the bank accounts of
more than 12 lakh farmers
of the state as the out-
standing bonus of paddy
for past two years. Chief
Minister said that on the
very next day of taking
oath of office, construc-
tion of 18 lakh houses for
poor was approved in cabi-
net meeting. With the con-
struction of these houses,
people deprived of hous-

ing for last five years will
now have roof over their
head. Determined to im-
plement Modi Guarantee
in the state, we have
aligned our actions with
our words, keeping our
promises before the elec-
tions.

Upon reaching Shadani
Darbar, Chief Minister
first paid obeisance at the
‘Samadhi’ of Saint
Sadaram and expressed
reverence to Mahadev
Saheb of Dhuni at
Shadani Darbar as per the
rituals. He prayed for hap-
piness, peace and prosper-
ity of the people of the
state.

Sant Shri Dr.
Yudhishthir Lal said that
the revered Shadani
Darbar Tirth symbolizes
Indian culture and civi-
lization. This spiritual

center promotes Sanatani
beliefs of communal har-
mony and peace. On be-
half of the community,
Shri Lal welcomed Chief
Minister on his first visit
to this revered place and
expressed hope that
under his leadership, all
the sections of society
will flourish.

Youth representative of
the community, Shri Amit
Chimnani said that they
are overjoyed to have Shri
Vishnu Deo Sai ji among
them in Shadani Darbar.
He told that when Chief
Minister Shri Vishnu Deo
Sai was only 10 years old,
his father passed away
and since then he has
taken up the responsibili-
ty towards his family.
Despite the challenging
circumstances, Shri Sai
continued to learn, serve

and grow from the post of
Sarpanch to MLA, MP,
and Union Minister.
Today, he holds the post of
Chief Minister of the
state.

As soon as he took oath
of office as Chief
Minister of Chhattisgarh,
he did not waste any time
and decided to provide
permanent housing facili-
ty to 18 lakh homeless
families at the cabinet
meeting. Moreover, an
amount of Rs 3716 crore
was transferred directly
into the accounts of more
than 12 lakh ‘Annadata’
farmers of the state.

Monthly event of
‘Chaudas Mela’ was or-
ganized on Chaturdashi
of Shukla Paksha today
at Shadani Darbar Tirth,
on the occasion of birth
anniversary of the
founder of the Darbar,
Shiv Avtaari Saint
Shadaram Sahib. On this
occasion, Sant
Yudhishthir Lal Ji, head
of Shadani Darbar
Tirtha, Raipur Rural
MLA Mr. Motilal Sahu,
Secretary of Shadani
Darbar Tirth Mr. Uday
Shadani, Dr. Bhishma
Shadani, State President
of Sindhi Council of
India Mr. Lalit Jaisingh,
various forums of Sindhi
Samaj and a large num-
ber people of the commu-
nity were present.

Shadani Darbar is a powerful spiritual center: CM
CM accorded a
grand welcome by
Shadani
Shiromandal and
Sindhi community at
Shadani Darbar

Raipur, Dec 26: A week-
long photo exhibition has
been organized at Nalanda
Parisar in Raipur by the
Public Relations
Department, commemo-
rating the cherished mem-
ories of Shri Atal Bihari
Vajpayee in connection
with Chhattisgarh. The
event also highlights the
public welfare schemes of
the Central Government
in the state, which is pro-
gressing under the leader-
ship of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. Chief
Minister Shri Vishnu Deo
Sai inaugurated the exhi-
bition on Monday to mark
the occasion of Good
Governance Day.

Enthusiastic students,
particularly those prepar-
ing for competitive exams,
are visiting the exhibition
in large numbers.
Durgesh, an MSc
Mathematics graduate
from Raipur, shared his
enthusiasm, stating that
he visits Nalanda Library
every day for exam prepa-
ration. Upon learning
about the photo exhibi-
tion, he expressed delight
in attending and gaining
insights into central gov-
ernment schemes. Pooja, a
Mahadev Ghat resident
preparing for PSC, com-
mended the exhibition’s
display of rare photo-

graphs from Atal Ji’s
tenure as Prime Minister.

Rahul Ahirwar, a
Madhya Pradesh resident
currently preparing for
NAT in Raipur, heaped
praise on the exhibition,
saying it provided valu-
able information. Ayushi,
a Jagdalpur resident liv-
ing in Raipur and a regu-
lar visitor to Nalanda
Library, appreciated the
detailed explanation of
significant decisions made
during Vajpayee Ji’s time.

Umesh Gupta from
Kota, Raipur, with a keen
interest in history, found
the exhibition informa-
tive. Students Praveen
Gautam and Purnima
Dewangan expressed their
intention to inform others
about the exhibition to
maximize its outreach.
Ankit Mishra, Ramanand
Sahu, and other youths en-
thusiastically took pic-
tures at the selfie zone es-
tablished here. They ex-
pressed their appreciation
for gaining valuable in-
sights into the various wel-
fare schemes introduced
by Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi.

The week-long exhibi-
tion, organized by the

Public Relations
Department, showcases
notable achievements
from Atal Ji’s tenure and
rare photographs of his
visits to Chhattisgarh. It
also sheds light on the in-
frastructure projects initi-
ated by the Central
Government in the state
under the leadership of
Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi, contribut-
ing to Chhattisgarh’s
rapid development. The
exhibition, featuring pub-
lic welfare schemes
launched by Prime
Minister Shri Modi, will
remain open for public
viewing until December
31. Furthermore, the exhi-
bition provides informa-
tion about various welfare
schemes, including
Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana, Swachh Bharat
Mission, Pradhan Mantri
Ujjwala Yojana, Jal Jeevan
Mission, Pradhan Mantri
Matru Vandana Yojana,
Poshan Abhiyan, Mahila
Samarthya Yojana, Sarv
Shiksha Abhiyan, Nari
Shakti Vandan
Adhiniyam, National
Health Mission, and
Rashtriya Madhyamik
Shiksha Abhiyan.

Students flock to Nalanda Parisar
to see the photo exhibition 

By PR Dept’s 
week-long exhibition
showcases rare 
photos of former PM

Youth enthusiastically
capture photos at the
selfie point

Raipur, Dec 26: The or-
ganizers of the
Chhattisgarhi Film Award
ceremony - Smart Cinema
Award 2024 paid a cour-
tesy visit to Chief
Minister Vishnu Deo Sai
at the State Guest House
Pahuna here today and in-
vited him to attend the
Chhattisgarhi Film
Awards ceremony to be or-
ganized on January 17 at
Pt. Deendayal Upadhyay
Auditorium in the capital
Raipur. Chief Minister Sai
thanked the organizers for
the invitation.

This festival is organ-
ized every year in the
memory of Late Vijay
Kumar Pandey, who is
called Bhishma Pitamah
of Chhattisgarhi films. Its
objective is to reward the

talent of Chhattisgarhi
films. Artists from across
the state participate in this
event. Jai Prakash Pandey
and Deepak Srivastava
were also present on this
occasion.

CM receives invitation to attend
Ch’garhi Film Awards ceremony 

Smart Cinema
Award 2024

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  2266::  Collector Dr.
Sarveshwar Bhure held a meet-
ing of officials regarding the
events to be held on the occasion
of New Year and the law and
order situation of the city on the
evening of  December 31st. He
said that peace should be main-
tained in the city on New Year’s
Eve. There should be good traffic
system on the major roads of the
city. Common citizens should not
face any kind of trouble. The
event on New Year should be
organized within the time period
of 12:15 midnight. He has given
instructions to take immediate
and strict action to keep an eye
on the elements creating ruckus.

The Collector said that the
police department should make
strict security arrangements and
continuously patrol the identi-
fied areas of the city like
Telibandha, VIP Road, Naya
Raipur etc. Take strict action
against those who gather at var-
ious streets, drink and drive,
more than two passengers on
two wheelers, those who drive at
high speed and blow their horns.
Dr. Bhure said that  hotels and

restaurants who organize such
events, which are big in nature
and involve big artists, they
should be given permission on
the basis of certain parameters
and they should be ensured that
there should not be any kind of
disturbance or intoxication in
their events. And the event
should be such that it does not
cause inconvenience to the citi-
zens participating there.
Collector Dr. Bhure said that
especially the hotels and restau-
rants holding big events will be
monitored through CCTV and
cameras and immediate action
will be taken in case of any dis-
turbance. The Collector said that
strict investigation should be
done at various suspicious
places in the city where drug dis-
tribution is found and drug traf-
ficking is being done and action
should be taken against such
criminal elements. Dr. Bhure

gave instructions to carry out
fireworks as per the guidelines
of NGT.

Police department officials
informed that 20 points have
been made in the city where spe-
cial vigil will be kept and strict
checking will be done with
breathalyzer. He told that in the
meeting it has been said that
hotel, restaurant, bar and dhaba
operators should be closed with-
in a certain time period. There
should be proper arrangement
for parking. Liquor should not be
consumed outside institutions or
inside four-wheelers. Organizers
should not issue more passes
than their capacity. Also, if intox-
icants like hookah, ganja or
other intoxicants are found dur-
ing the program, action will be
taken against such operators
and their license will also be can-
celled. Incharge SPGR Thakur,
Municipal Corporation
Commissioner,  Mayank
Chaturvedi, Additional District
Magistrate,  N.R. Sahu, Traffic
Additional SP,  Sachindra
Choubey and other officers were
present in the meeting.

Collector took meeting regarding events,
functions on occasion of New Year

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  2266:: On the occa-
sion of Good Governance Day,
the birth anniversary of former
Prime Minister  Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, the public represen-
tatives of the district paid their
respects to Atal ji by offering
flowers on his statue and pho-
tograph. On this occasion, pub-
lic representatives remem-
bered his contribution and paid
tribute to him. A massive
cleanliness campaign was
started in the district in which
public representatives of the
district participated.

Minister and Raipur South
MLA  Brijmohan Agarwal par-
ticipated in the Good
Governance Day program at

Maharajbandh Pond. He
administered oath to everyone
there to establish the highest
standards of good governance
and started the cleanliness
campaign. Similarly, MP Mr.
Sunil Soni and MLA Mr.
Purandhar Mishra participated
in Awati Vihar, ATM Chowk in
Raipur North. On this occasion,
they took an oath to establish
the highest standards of good
governance. Similarly, Raipur
West MLA Rajesh Munat start-
ed the cleanliness campaign
from the community hall of
Hirapur and Dharsiwa
Assembly MLA  Anuj Sharma
inaugurated the campaign at
Atal Udyan of Mahavir Nagar.

Cleanliness campaign organized 

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  2266:: The annual
examinations of Pandit Ravi
Shankar Shukla University are
likely to start from the first
week of March. Emphasis is
being laid on completing the
course before this. Due to
delay in supplementary exami-
nations, regular studies have
not been conducted in col-
leges, due to which the num-
ber of courses which should
have been completed by
December has not been com-
pleted. Applications for annual
examinations have also start-
ed.

Instructions are being given
to colleges to ensure 75 per-
cent attendance of students
whose attendance is less.
Instructions have been given
to the university management
colleges to provide informa-
tion like how many courses
have been completed and the
attendance of the students.
Instructions have also been

given to calculate the atten-
dance of students in the aca-
demic calendar issued by the
Higher Education Department.
The attendance of students
will be counted from the
beginning of studies till
November 30. 

University officials said that
with the start of the new ses-
sion, colleges have been
instructed to follow the aca-
demic calendar. Accordingly,
classes are being conducted in
the college. Attendance will be
counted this month. In this, 75
percent attendance in the
class of every subject is neces-
sary. Students who have par-

ticipated in NCC, NSS camps,
sports, state level competi-
tions will be considered pres-
ent. Students who have very
less attendance will not be eli-
gible for the examination as
regular students. There are
more than 500 colleges in the
state associated with higher
education. Of these, there are
more than 260 government
institutions. 

The admission process for
UG and PG under the educa-
tion session 2023-24 started in
June. Initially online applica-
tions were invited for admis-
sion. Due to large number of
seats remaining vacant, the
admission date was extended.
In this, students were given
offline admission as per the
availability of seats in the col-
leges. The list of how many
students have been given
offline admission in colleges
has not been updated. The
University has written a letter

to the colleges instructing
them to update the list. Still,
the final list of admission has
not been updated by many col-
leges.

The annual examination of
the university will start in
March. The application
process for the examination
has started from December 15.
Students can apply till January
5. After this, late fee will have
to be paid for applying. Last
year, about 1.5 lakh students
had applied for the annual
examination of the university.
In this, the number of people
applying as self-study stu-
dents was more than that of
regular students. Experts said
that in UG classes, the number
of private i.e. self-study stu-
dents is more in BA as com-
pared to B.Com and B.Sc.
Apart from this, most of the
private students appear in the
PG examinations conducted
under the annual examination.

PRSU exams likely to start in first week of March

Raipur, Dec 26:
“Ayurveda Exhibition” was
organized by Government
Ayurveda College, Raipur
in Gandhi Udyan. Nature
Testing, Panchakarma,
Yoga Consultancy, Live
Food Carrot Pak, Sprout
Chaat, Millets Appe,
Ayurveda Herbal Tea,
Package Food, Awla
Murabba, Arogya
Sampurna Laddu, Bajra
Laddu, Chyawanprash,
Ayurvedic Soap were of-
fered through various stalls
in the exhibition.
Information about
Ayurveda face pack,
Ayurveda face cream,
Shatavari Ashwagandha
cookies, medicinal plants

and counter diets was given.
This exhibition, which in-
troduced the specialties of
Ayurveda, remained the
center of curiosity for the
people throughout the day.

Dr. Aradhana Kande, pro-
fessor of Ayurveda College
and coordinator of the exhi-
bition, said that under the
new National Health
Scheme of the Government

of India, Ayurvidya Yojana
is a plan to make Ayurveda
people-oriented and to im-
plement the motto of
Ayurveda in every home
every day. Under this, school
students are told about the
basic information of
Ayurveda, its usefulness
and benefits. This exhibi-
tion has been organized to
connect the general public
with Ayurveda and inspire
them to adopt a healthy
lifestyle. Secretary of
Panchayat and Rural
Development Department,
Mr. Prasanna R., Director of
AYUSH Department, Ms.
Namrata Gandhi, Joint
Director of AYUSH
Directorate, Dr. Sunil Das,
Principal of Ayurveda
College, Dr. G.R. Chaturvedi
and Superintendent
Praveen Kumar Joshi were
also present in the 
exhibition.

Ayurveda College organises ‘Ayurveda Exhibition’ 
To make people
aware about
Ayurveda

BBiijjaappuurr,,  DDeecc  2266:: The 14th
Chhattisgarh State Level Para
Athletics Competition was
organized in Raipur from Dec
22 to 24in which the disabled
children of Divyang
Rehabilitation Center (DRC)
(Samarth), Bijapur, performed
well and won a total of 9
medals, including 3 gold
medals,  2 silver and 4 bronze
medals.  Ishwar Podiyam, stu-
dent of Disabled Rehabilitation
Center, won 1 gold and 1
bronze medal.  Similarly,

Maniram Hapka got 1 gold, 1
bronze, Santosh Telam 2 silver,
Deepak Kumar 2 bronze, Simon

1 gold medal.  A total of 9
medals were achieved while
Mithun and Mohan received

certificates.  
A total of 213 disabled stu-

dents from across the state
participated in the state level
para athletics competition.  In
which various sports like 100
meter race, tawan throw, shot
put and javelin throw etc. were
included. Deputy Director
Social Welfare Kamlesh Kumar
Patel, Suresh Soni, B. was
appointed by Collector
Rajendra Katara to ensure the
safe movement and care of
children by involving them in

sports.  Basmaiah (caretaker)
was given the responsibility to
Sandeep Kumar Gupta (coach).
While heartily congratulating
the victory, Collector Rajendra
Kumar Katara honored the dis-
abled children on the occasion
of veer Bal Diwas and inspired
them to always move forward
and congratulated all the staff
and teachers taking care of the
children including the disabled
rehabilitation coaches and the
winners.  Group photography
was done with the players.

Disabled children of DRC win 3 gold, 2 silver, 4 bronze medals

BBiijjaappuurr,,  DDeecc  2266:: State Level
Abacus Competition 2023 was
organized on Dec 24 at Bastar
High School, Jagdalpur from 10
am to 12:00 pm. A total of 7233
children from all over
Chhattisgarh qualified round to
participate in this competition.
Examination was given, from

which 427 children were select-
ed for the state level competi-
tion. These 427 participants
excelled in this unique competi-
tion by showcasing their highest
potential and knowledge as they
attempted to solve 100 questions
of different levels in a time limit
of 15 minutes.

In this competition, mainly
students of Bijapur district have
confirmed their place for the
National Abacus Competition
2024.  In which Anka Kadati
(Potakabin, Basaguda), Roshan
Venjam (Potakabin, Matwada)
Kirti Paspul (KGBV, Bijapur),
Sammi Dhurva (Kanya
Potakabin, Timmapur)
Sachuram Kosam (Potakabin,
Matwada),  Rajesh Semla
(Potakabin, Basaguda),  Aanchal
Punem (KGBV, Named), Jyoti
Paspul (KGBV, Named). 

8 students of the district selected 



Shimla/Hamirpur, Dec 26 (PTI): 

The Bharatiya Janata
Yuva Morcha has set up
‘Namo’ tea stalls in all 12 dis-
tricts of Himachal Pradesh
to create awareness about
the Centre’s development
and welfare schemes, a
spokesperson said Tuesday.
Forty-two Namo tea stalls
were opened on Tuesday.
Leader of Opposition Jai
Ram Thakur took a sip of
tea and chatted with people
at a Namo tea stall in
Sirmaur district. The BJP’s
state unit chief Rajeev
Bindal had tea at a kiosk in
Mandi district, Karan
Nanda — the party’s media
in-charge in Himachal
Pradesh — told PTI.

The Shimla unit of the
Bharatiya Janata Yuva
Morcha (BJYM) — the BJP’s
youth wing — set up a Namo
tea stall near the IGMC taxi
stand and at the Ridge
ground. Tea was served to
about 500 people at the stalls

while the Namo app was
downloaded on the phones
of more than 300.

This is a unique effort
that has given the BJYM an
opportunity to connect with
the public, its state unit
chief Tilak Raj said in a
statement. Besides promot-
ing the Centre’s schemes,
the BJYM will also make
people aware of the state’s
government’s “anti-people
decisions” that have affected
the pockets of commoners.
Ahead of the Lok Sabha
elections, the Namo tea
stalls — named after Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
the “architect of the present
India”— have been set up at
Gandhi Chowk in
Hamirpur, Indrapal Chowk
in Nadaun, main market in
Bhoranj, and Badsar Bazar
and Sujanpur Bazar in
Hamirpur district, the
BJYM said.

The idea is to have “gup-
shup aur chai (tea and dis-
cussion)” over the develop-

ment schemes and initia-
tives launched for the wel-
fare of the weaker sections,
a BJYM spokesperson in
Hamirpur said. The tea
stalls will play a major role
ahead of the Lok Sabha elec-
tions, another BJYM office-
bearer in the district said
and added that the BJP’s
youth wing will organise
several activities at these
kiosks.

In the run-up to the 2014
general elections, the BJP
had launched “Chai pe
Charcha (teatime chats)”
outreach programmes in
which senior party lead-
ers, including then prime
ministerial candidate
Modi, held meetings over
tea with people at hun-
dreds of locations simulta-
neously across the coun-
try in a bid to increase its
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BJYM sets up ‘Namo’ tea stalls in
Himachal to create awareness

about Centre’s schemes
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Dantewada, Dec 26: 

In an encounter be-
tween Dantewada DRG
and Bastar Fighters with
Naxalites between
Tumkapal and
Dabbakunna of
Katekalyan Thana, three
hard-core naxalites with
prize money of Rs 5 lakh
on their hand and includ-
ing LOS Commander were
killed. These three nax-
alites killed were involved
in more than 30 naxal re-
lated crimes and were
most wanted. Apart from
many districts in
Chhattisgarh, they have
conducted naxal incidents
in Odisha state as well.
The DRG team recovered 1
pistol, 1 loaded rifle, BGL
Cell, Mainpack set; three
bombs and large amount
of bomb explosives, naxal

uniform, ‘pittu bag’, naxal
literature; medicines and
materials used by the nax-
alites. It was primarily to
conduct some major oper-
ations that top naxal com-
manders were  holding
talks with 30-40 armed
Maoists in Darbha divi-
sion and in this encounter
many naxalites are report-
ed to have got injured. The
big cadres of Naxalites are
reported to have escaped
taking advantage of forest

and hills. A team of
jawans under leadership
of DSP Naxal operations
Rahul Kumar Uikey left
for Tumkapal camp.
Dantewada DRG and
Bastar fighters team got
information that some big
naxal commanders are
holding meeting with 30-40
lased Maoists in Darbha
division and planning to
make some major attack.
During the campaign, it
was around 5:30 pm the

naxalites opened heavy fir-
ing on the DRG and Bastar
Fighters team in the jun-
gles between Tumkapal
and Dabbakunna. The po-
lice also launched heavy
firing and due to which the
Naxals managed to escape
taking advantage of jun-
gles and hills. After the en-
counter, while conducting
search at the venue of the
operations, the police
found bodies of 3 Maoists
in uniform along with 1
pistol, 1 loaded rifle, BGL,
Mainpack Set, 3 bombs
and ther items like explo-
sives, Naxal uniform,
‘Pittu bag’, Naxal litera-
ture and other materials of
day-to-day use by
Naxalites. mAmong the
three Maoists killed in-
cluded Rs 5 lakh prize
money Kanger Ghati
Araea Committee
Peddaras LOS
Commander Laxman
Kuharami and Rs 5 lakh
prize money Darbha div.
Kanger Ghati Area
Committee member
Sooma Madavi and third
naxalite could not be iden-
tified till the writing of
these lines.

Bodies of 3 hardcore Maoists
found along with weapons 

 In an encounter
between DRG and
Bastar Fighters with
Naxalites in the jungles
between Tumkapal and
Dabbakunna under
Katekalyan Thana

Kharora, Dec 26: 

Late Ramprasad
Dewangan Government
College in Kharora hosted
its annual function with
grandeur. The event com-
menced with Principal Dr.
DK Verma garlanding the
Saraswati statue and light-
ing incense sticks.

Disha Agarwal, a first-
year B.Com student, initi-
ated the program by offer-
ing prayers to Lord
Ganesha. Students from
all classes participated en-
thusiastically, showcasing
their artistic talents and

promoting the rich cultur-
al heritage and unity in di-
versity of India. They pre-
sented various aspects of
Chhattisgarh’s culture,
the tribal culture of
Bastar, and South Indian
songs.

The cultural program
featured group dances,
with Deepali and her part-
ner securing the first place
for their performance of
‘Bastar Mocho Kay
Sundar Mati,’ followed by
Yashoda, Chameli, and
their partner presenting
‘Chhattisgarhi Barhamasi
Geet’ for the second place.

In the duet dance catego-
ry, Anamika and Disha
from BSc second year and
BA second year respective-
ly claimed the first place,
while Urvashi and
Madhuri from BA final
year stood second with
their rendition of ‘Mere
Dholna Sun.’

Rinki Patel earned the
first position in solo dance,
with Chetan Dewangan
from BA second year se-
curing the second place.

Principal Dr. DK Verma
recognized the partici-
pants’ efforts, honoring
them with certificates and

medals. He praised their
contributions in making
the first annual function of
the college a resounding
success, encouraging
them to continue nurtur-
ing their talents for a
brighter future.

The event was graced by
respected professors RK
Sahu, Dr. Balmiki Sahu,
Himanshu Dhruv, Rachna
Mishra, Anshu Dhruv,
Bhagwati Prasad Sahu,
Chuleshwar Sahu,
Mayank Mishra,
Dharmendra Baghel, and
all members of the college
family.

RDG College celebrates annual function
Students showcase cultural diversity and artistic excellence

Bemetara, Dec 26: 

Allons Public School in
Bemetara, Chhattisgarh,
celebrated its annual func-
tion, ‘Sarang 2023,’ with
great enthusiasm and fer-
vour. The event was
marked by a series of per-
formances, speeches, and
acknowledgments, mak-
ing it a memorable occa-
sion for everyone in-
volved.

The festivities com-
menced with the tradi-
tional lighting of a lamp
in front of the goddess
Saraswati statue. This
symbolic act was per-
formed by the Chief
Guest, Kamaljeet Arora,
along with Chairman
Pushkal Arora, Director
Sunil Sharma, Director
Dr. Satyajit Hota,
Principal, teachers, and
students.

A special highlight of

the event was the rendi-
tion of the Chhattisgarh
State Anthem by the Lata
Mangeshkar Club, evok-
ing a sense of regional
pride.

The dignitaries received
a warm welcome with a
melodious welcome song
presented by a choir
group from the Lata
Mangeshkar Club, fol-
lowed by bouquet presen-
tations from the school’s
youngest members.

In his address,
Chairman Kamaljeet
Arora extended his best
wishes to the students par-
ticipating in the Annual
Function-2023. He empha-
sized that Allons Public
School strives for the ho-
listic development of its
students and serves as
more than just a physical
institution; it is a dynamic
community where dreams
are nurtured, talents are

honed, and futures are
shaped. Dr. Satyajit Hota,
the Principal, extended a
warm welcome to parents
and guardians, highlight-
ing the school’s notable
achievements. He proudly
announced that the school
had been adopted by the
Ministry of Defence as a
Sainik School and was on
its way to being recog-
nized by Khelo India. He
emphasized the vital role
parents play in the
school’s success and the
school’s commitment to

fostering values of secu-
larism, integrity, and
unity in diversity.

Dr. Hota also revealed
the school’s plans to en-
hance its facilities, includ-
ing a digital library, am-
phitheater, swimming
pool, and horse riding, to
elevate it to elite status. He
introduced the concept of
“PREMI,” where each let-
ter represents a core
value. ‘P’ stands for
Pleasant Personality with
Positive Thinking, ‘R’
stands for respect, encom-

passing respect for one-
self, one’s village, state,
and country. ‘E’ stands for
engagement, encouraging
students to remain en-
gaged in constructive ac-
tivities and become job
creators. ‘M’ stands for
leading a meaningful life.
‘I’ stands 

The annual function
was celebrated in two
phases. The festivities
began on December 23
with the first phase, dedi-
cated to students from
Nursery to V. The Natraj

Club presented a captivat-
ing series of dances, in-
cluding performances like
“Nacho-Nacho Mai
Nikla,” “Chhota Bachcha
Samajh,” “Sara Jamana,”
and many more. Each
class brought its unique
energy to the stage, en-
thralling the audience.
Class II students serenad-
ed the gathering with the
heartfelt song
“Nanhehiananhasadil,”
while the students of class
V wowed everyone with
an instrumental demon-

stration of
“ Ta b l a t a l k a c h h a r i . ”
Classes IV and V collabo-
rated to put on an en-
chanting live Orchestra
show, courtesy of the Lata
Mangeshkar Club.

Anchoring for this
phase was skillfully han-
dled by Sakshi Singh from
class XI, with Hariom
Soni delivering the vote of
thanks.

On December 24, the
second phase of the annu-
al function unfolded, fea-
turing students from
Classes VI to XII. The Lata
Mangeshkar Club stu-
dents mesmerized the au-
dience with a diverse
array of songs, including
the soul-stirring
“Saraswati Vandana.”
The program also includ-
ed demonstrations of
playing the Violin, Tabla,
and Harmonium, show-
casing the students’ musi-

cal prowess. The enchanti-
ng notes of the flute filled
the air with the rendition
of “Ram Siya Ram dhun.”
The students’ display of
unity was evident through
“A sarvedharmprarthna –
har desh me tu” and a live-
ly Gujrati song, “Godilo.”
The energetic “Bagad
bam-bam” song added a
touch of fervor to the
evening. The Natraj Club
students once again deliv-
ered captivating dance
performances, including
the graceful “Durga
Ashtami dance,” lively
“Bihu dance,” and capti-
vating solo performances
like “Afreen solo dance”
and “CG dance.”

The second phase’s an-
choring was masterfully
conducted by students
Khushi and Aditi Sharma
from class XI, with Arun
Kumar Pal delivering the
vote of thanks.

APS celebrates annual function ‘Sarang 2023’

Jagdalpur, Dec 26: 

Amid the BJP rally held
at various locations, in-
cluding Asana, Amaguda
Chowk, and Maharana
Pratap Murti within the
Kotwali police station ju-
risdiction, reports of cash
and purse thefts from at-
tendees’ pockets surfaced.
In response, the police
swiftly apprehended
Rahul Agarwal, a resident
of Gayanagar Durg, who
was found to be involved
in these pickpocketing in-
cidents.

Evidence pointed to-
wards the accused, Rahul
Agarwal, who was subse-
quently arrested. The po-
lice recovered a cash

amount of Rs 29 thou-
sand, along with the
stolen purse, Aadhar and
PAN cards, ATM, and a
motorcycle in his posses-
sion. Following the police
proceedings, the accused
was sent to judicial re-
mand on Monday.

According to police
sources, BJP workers
Dilip Jha, Phulsing
Sethia, and Shailesh
Kumar had attended the
party’s welcome rally at
Asana, Amaguda Chowk,
and in front of Maharana
Pratap Murti on Sunday
night. However, amidst
the large crowd at the
rally, an unknown individ-
ual managed to steal a
total of Rs 29 thousand

and a purse from their
pockets. Subsequently,
separate cases were filed
and investigations were
launched. Rahul
Aggarwal, a resident of
Gayanagar Durg, was

identified as the suspect
responsible for the pick-
pocketing incidents and
was promptly arrested.

During questioning, the
accused admitted to the
thefts, revealing that he

had learned about the
rally through a newspa-
per and had traveled from
Durg to Bastar on his mo-
torcycle. He confessed to
stealing cash, Aadhar,
PAN card, and an ATM
from a person attending
the rally at Asna Chowk.
Later, during the recep-
tion at Amaguda Chowk,
he swiped Rs 2,500 in cash
from another individual’s
pocket. Finally, he admit-
ted to pilfering Rs 24 thou-
sand from the pocket of
someone participating in
the same rally near
Maharana Pratap Chowk,
and the police subse-
quently seized his con-
cealed motorcycle in
Amaguda.

Pickpocket arrested with 29 thousand cash during BJP rally

JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  DDeecc  2266::  

MLA Kiran Dev, recently
appointed as the BJP State
President, and Minister Kedar
Kashyap, making his first visit
to Jagdalpur since assuming
office, received an unprece-
dented and historic welcome
by the BJP community in
Jagdalpur. The extravagant
welcome procession, com-
mencing from village Asana at
11 pm on Sunday night, con-
tinued its jubilant march from
the revered Maa Danteshwari
temple to the BJP office, cul-
minating at 1 am.

Following this spirited wel-
come, State President Kiran
Dev and Minister Kedar
Kashyap led a massive rally to
the temple of Mata
Danteshwari, where they
offered their heartfelt prayers.
After this spiritually enriching

visit, both leaders joined party
workers at the BJP office to
express their gratitude for the
remarkable welcome.

State President Kiran Dev
acknowledged that the BJP’s
return to power in the state
was a testament to the relent-
less efforts of its dedicated
workers. He urged them to
replicate their hard work dur-

ing the upcoming Lok Sabha
elections, ensuring continued
success for the party. Minister
Kedar Kashyap reiterated the
commitment to swiftly fulfill
the promises made by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

Special arrangements were
made to welcome the leaders
at Amaguda Chowk in the city.
A grand stage was set up,

where workers were energized
through music and songs.
State President Kiran Dev was
ceremoniously weighed with
laddus on the stage. 

Earlier, as they arrived at
Amaguda, both leaders were
welcomed uniquely with
showers of flowers using JCB
machines.

BJP councilors made an
impressive welcome at State
Bank Chowk, where fireworks
and flower showers greeted
State President Kiran Dev and
Minister Kedar Kashyap. The
BJP councilor group on the
stage extended their warm
welcome, accompanied by a
striking rangoli created by
women councilors. Both lead-
ers were honored with tradi-
tional attire, Madiya Singh,
mementos, and grand gar-
lands as a mark of apprecia-
tion for their roles in the party.

Kiran Dev and Kedar Kashyap receive grand welcome

Bijapur, Dec 26:

Addressing a press con-
ference organized by
District Congress
Committee Bijapur, MLA
Vikram Mandavi said that
Congress Party is going to
organize a massive rally
“Hain Taiyar Hum” in
Nagpur Maharashtra on
Dec 28 to commemorate the
Foundation Day of
Congress Party. The rally
is the beginning of the 2024
Lok Sabha elections. In
this national level rally,
lakhs of national leaders,
officials and workers from
across the country will par-
ticipate and thousands of

Congress workers from
every district of
Chhattisgarh will also par-
ticipate in this rally. This
rally in Nagpur will be the
sound of change in the pol-
itics of the country. He fur-
ther said that this rally will
be the voice of the common
man against the rising in-
flation, unemployment in
the country, the failure of
the BJP government at the
Center in matters of na-
tional security, and the at-

tack on the autonomy of
constitutional institutions.

Vikram Mandavi said
that the Congress Party
has been fighting for the
common people since its
inception in 1885 by becom-
ing the voice of the people.
The Congress Party fought
for the independence of the
country. After the inde-
pendence of the country,
Congress has an important
contribution in the recon-
struction of India. In the

press conference, Vikram
Mandavi said that the
Congress Party is vocal
about public problems, we
will remain the voice of the
public, “we are ready” for
changes in the upcoming
Lok Sabha elections 2024.

During this, District
Congress Committee
President Lalu Rathore,
District Panchayat mem-
ber Neena Rawatiya Udde,
Municipality President
Benhur Rawatiya, Youth
Commission members
Praveen Dongre, Alva
Madnaiah, Jyoti Kumar,
Rajesh Jain, Manoj
Avalam, Santosh Gupta,
Mahesh Belsaria, Salik
Nagvanshi. , Ramurthy
Yalam and a large number
of Congress workers were
present at the press confer-
ence.

Congmen from Ch’garh to take part in Nagpur rally: Mandavi
 Slogan ‘Hai Taiyar

Hum’ for party’s
rally on Dec 28

Dongargaon, Dec 26: A
three-day Sadguru Kabir
Satsang ceremony is set to
captivate the village of
Ghorda, thanks to the col-
lective efforts of its resi-
dents. This religious
event, scheduled from
January 5th to 7th, prom-
ises to be a spiritually en-
riching experience, with
the esteemed presence of
Dharmadhikari Saheb
from Kabir
Prakatyabhumi Lahartara
Kashi.

Joining Dharmadhikari
Saheb will be a distin-
guished group of spiritual
leaders, including Gautam
Das, Sevadas, Dinesh Das,

Saint Tukeshwar Das,
Anupam Das, and
Ramchandra Das, along
with local saints who will
grace the occasion.

The event’s itinerary in-
cludes enlightening ser-
mons and satsang sessions
on January 5th and 6th,

scheduled from 10:30 am to
1:30 pm and from 2:30 pm
to 5:00 pm. On January
7th, the program will cul-
minate with a final ser-
mon, satsang, Satvik
Chowka Aarti, and the dis-
tribution of blessed food
prasad.

This spiritual gathering
has garnered the enthusi-
astic participation of
Kabir Seva Sanstha
Ghorda, Amen Mata
Mahila Mandali Ghorda,
and New Youth Kabir Seva
Samiti Ghorda, all of
whom eagerly anticipate
the religious enrichment
and blessings this event
will bring.

Three-day Sadhguru Kabir
Satsang in Ghorda from Jan 5
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Islamabad, Dec 26 (PTI):

As many as 28,626 candi-
dates, including 3,139
women, have filed their
nominations to contest the
February 8 general elec-
tions in Pakistan to the
National Assembly and
four provincial legisla-
tures, the country’s top
electoral body said here on
Tuesday.

The election will be held
for 1,085 general and re-
served seats of the nation-
al and provincial assem-
blies.

Of the total 1,085 seats,
there are 336 National
Assembly (NA) seats — 226
general and 70 reserved for
women (60) and non-
Muslims (10); and 749
provincial assembly seats
— 593 general and 156 re-
served for women (132)
and minorities (24).

Punjab province has 371
seats, including 297 gener-
al, 66 reserved for women
and 8 for minorities. Sindh
has 168 seats, including 130
general, 29 reserved for
women and 9 for minori-
ties. Khyber Pakhtun
khwa has 145 seats, includ-
ing 115 general, 26 re-
served for women and 4 for
minorities; and
Balochistan province has
65 seats, including 51 gen-
eral, 11 reserved for
women and 3 for minori-
ties.

According to the details
shared by the Election
Commission of Pakistan
(ECP), the aspirants in-
clude 7,713 candidates, in-
cluding 471 women, who
have filed nominations to
contest the upcoming elec-
tions on 266 general seats
of the National Assembly.

In Punjab, 3,871 candi-
dates, including 277
women, filed nomination
papers for 141 NA seats,
while 1,681 candidates, in-
cluding 110 women, sub-
mitted nominations for 61
NA seats in Sindh.

At least 1,322 candidates,
including 39 women, are
contesting for 45 general
seats in the National
Assembly in Khyber
Pakhtun khwa (KP) while
631 nominees, including 12
women, filed nomination
papers against 16 NA seats
in Balochistan. As many
as 208 candidates, includ-
ing 26 women, submitted
nominations for three
National Assembly seats
in the federal capital.

About 459 candidates
filed nomination papers
against 60 reserved seats
for women in the National
Assembly, including 195
from Punjab, 118 from
Sindh, 97 from KP, and 49
from Balochistan. Also,
150 nominations, includ-
ing 10 women, filed nomi-
nations against 10 re-
served seats for non-

Muslims in the National
Assembly.

Both women and non-
Muslims can also contest
on all 266 general seats
apart from participating
on the 60 and 10 seats re-
served for them respective-
ly. When it comes to the
provincial assembly, at
least 18,546 candidates, in-
cluding 802 women, sub-
mitted their nominations
for 593 general seats of the
four provincial assem-
blies. For Punjab

Assembly’s 297 general
seats, 9,029 candidates
have filed nominations, in-
cluding 437 women.
Another 4,265 candidates,
including 205 women, filed
nominations against 130
general seats of the Sindh
Assembly, while 3,464 can-
didates, including 115
women, filed papers for
115 general seats of the KP
Assembly and 1,788 candi-
dates, including 45 women,
submitted documents for
45 general seats of the

Balochistan Assembly.
Also, 1,365 candidates

are in the run for 132 re-
served seats for women in
the four provincial legisla-
tures. They include 601
against 66 seats in Punjab,
309 for 29 seats in Sindh,
321 for 26 seats in KP, and
134 against 11 seats in
Balochistan. As many as
393 candidates, including
32 women, filed nomina-
tions against 24 seats 
reserved for minorities in
provincial assemblies.

28,626 candidates file nominations for
Feb 8 general elections in Pakistan

Peshawar: Dr Saveera
Parkash has become the
first woman from the mi-
nority Hindu community
to run in the provincial
elections in Pakistan’s
restive Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province.
A doctor by profession,
Parkash, 25, on Friday
filed her nomination pa-
pers for the general seat
of PK-25 in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa’s Buner
district, her father Om
Parkash told PTI on
Tuesday.

Om Parkash said his
daughter filed a nomina-
tion for the general seat
PK-25 constituency of the
KPK Assembly from the
mountainous Buner dis-

trict as a Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP) can-

didate. She has also filed
papers for a seat reserved
for women in the KPK
Assembly.

Parkash filed the pa-
pers at the request of the
provincial leadership of
the party Senator Rubina
Khalid.

She will formally get a
party ticket during a PPP
rally in Buner on
Wednesday. “She is a seri-
ous candidate and will
contest the upcoming
elections due for
February 8 on a general
as well reserved seat,”
said Om Parkash, a re-
cently retired doctor who
had been an active mem-
ber of the party for the
past 35 years.

First Hindu woman in Pakistan files nomination

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa: Dr.
Saveera Parkash, the first
woman from the minority
Hindu community to run
in the provincial elections
in Pakistan’s Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province.

S JAISHANKAR IN RUSSIA

Union External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar during a meeting with leading representatives of the
Russian strategic community. 

Kyiv, Dec 26 (AP) :

A Russian naval ship in
Crimea was damaged in
an airstrike by Ukrainian
forces, Russia’s Defence
Ministry said on Tuesday.

The landing ship
Novocherkassk was hit at
a base in the city of
Feodosia by plane-
launched guided missiles,
the ministry said, adding
that two Ukrainian fighter
jets were destroyed by
anti-aircraft fire during
the attack.

Over the past several
months, Ukrainian forces
have conducted attacks
around Crimea, mostly
with sea drones.

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy
credits those attacks with
allowing Ukraine to re-
store navigation in the
Black Sea and allowing the
export of millions of tons
of grain.

The Russia-appointed
head of Crimea, Sergei
Aksyonov, said one person
was killed in the attack.

“The Russian fleet has
become smaller,”
Ukrainian air force Cmdr.
Mykola Oleschuk said in a
mocking message on the
Telegram app. He urged
Russians to leave Crimea
which Russia annexed in
2014 “while it’s not too
late”. The ministry did not

specify the extent to which
the Russian ship was dam-
aged, but videos circulat-
ing on Ukrainian channels
showed a large fire in the
port area. Ukrainian au-
thorities claimed the ship
was destroyed and said it
was likely carrying an am-
munitions shipment, pos-
sibly including drones.

“We saw how powerful
were the blast and detona-
tion. It’s extremely diffi-
cult for a ship to survive
something like that,”
Ukrainian air force
spokesperson Yurii Ihnat
said on Radio Liberty.

Ihnat denied that
Ukrainian planes were
shot down in the attack.

Russian naval ship in Crimea damaged
in airstrike by Ukrainian forces

London, Dec 26 (PTI):

Rishi Sunak marked the
Christmas holidays with a
quirky skit inspired by the
1990s Hollywood film
Home Alone’, posted on so-
cial media with the mes-
sage “Merry Christmas
from Downing Street” to
highlight the British
Prime Minister’s humor-
ous side over the festive
period.

The 43-year-old British
Indian leader can be seen
hard at work at his desk at
10 Downing Street when
he stops to ask himself:
“Am I the only one here?”

On realising he is home
alone, he celebrates by
bowling a ball against
stacked cans of Coca Cola,
famously Sunak’s
favourite drink. He follows
that up by eating a plate of
spaghetti with maple
syrup while watching the
2003 Christmas film Elf ’.
Downing Street’s resident
cat, Larry, is there to give
him company before the
telephone rings in the
press office and he tells a
certain “Harry” it’s a
wrong number believed to
be a reference to Harry

Cole, the Sun’ newspaper’s
political editor.

The short 72-second
video, shared on X on
Monday, has been likened
by some to the 2003
Christmas film Love
Actually’ in which actor
Hugh Grant, playing a
British Prime Minister,
does a funny dance
through the empty corri-
dors of 10 Downing Street.

Sunak also shared with
the Politico’ outlet that on
Christmas Day he is in
charge of cooking the tra-
ditional turkey roast din-
ner after watching fun
films with daughters
Krishna and Anoushka on
Christmas Eve.

“I always brine then
cook the turkey, I hate the
cooking, but no one else
will do it! And watch The
Snowman’ with my daugh-
ters on Christmas Eve fol-
lowed by The Holiday’ on
Christmas Day,” he told
the news website.

Sunak is married to
Akshata Murty, the daugh-
ter of Infosys co-founder
Narayana Murthy and au-
thor Sudha Murty. The
family are spending
Christmas in their con-
stituency home in
Richmond, North
Yorkshire. Ahead of
the festive holiday peri-
od in the UK, which
runs from the weekend
until Tuesday, Sunak
was seen shopping for
boxes of mince pies,
sweet Christmas treats,
for key workers in
Yorkshire.

“On my way home to
Yorkshire, I got the oppor-
tunity to thank just a few
of the amazing people who
keep this country going.
We’re so grateful for all the
work that you do this
Christmas and always,”
Sunak posted on X on
Christmas Eve on Sunday.

UK PM Rishi Sunak marks Christmas
with quirky Home Alone’ skit

Washington, Dec 26 (AP):

President Joe Biden or-
dered the US military to
carry out retaliatory
airstrikes against Iranian-
backed militia groups
after three US service-
members were injured in
a drone attack in northern
Iraq.

National Security
Council spokeswoman
Adrienne Watson said one
of the US troops suffered
critical injuries in the at-
tack that occurred earlier
on Monday.

The Iranian-backed
militia Kataib Hezbollah
and affiliated groups,
under an umbrella of
Iranian-backed militants,
claimed credit for the at-
tack that utilised a one-
way attack drone.

Biden, who is spending
Christmas at the presiden-
tial retreat at Camp David,
Maryland, was alerted
about the attack by White
House national security
adviser Jake Sullivan

shortly after it occurred
on Monday and ordered
the Pentagon and his top
national security aides to
prepare response options
to the attack on an air base
used by American troops
in Erbil.

Sullivan consulted with
Defence Secretary Lloyd
Austin. Biden’s deputy na-
tional security adviser,
Jon Finer, was with the
president at Camp David
and convened top aides to
review options, according
to a US official, who was
not authorised to com-
ment publicly and request-
ed anonymity.

Within hours, Biden
convened his national se-
curity team for a call in
which Austin and Gen. CQ
Brown, the chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
briefed Biden on the re-
sponse options.

Biden opted to target
three locations used by
Kataib Hezbollah and affil-
iated groups, the official
said.

The US strikes were car-
ried out at about 4:45 a.m.
on Tuesday in Iraq, less
than 13 hours after the US
personnel were attacked.

Biden orders strike on
Iranian-aligned group

After 3 US troops
injured in drone
attack in Iraq

Palu (Indonesia), Dec 26 (AP):

The death toll following
the explosion of a smelt-
ing furnace at a Chinese-
owned nickel plant on
Indonesia’s Sulawesi is-
land rose to 18 on Tuesday,
as police ordered the plant
to stop operations until an
investigation into the inci-
dent is completed.

The accident, which oc-
curred on Sunday, was the
latest in a series of deadly
incidents at nickel smelt-
ing plants in Indonesia
that are part of China’s
ambitious transnational
development program
known as the Belt and
Road Initiative.

Nickel is a key compo-
nent in global battery pro-
duction for electric vehi-
cles.

Four Chinese and nine
Indonesian workers died
instantly on Sunday when

the furnace exploded
while they were repairing
it, said Central Sulawesi
police chief Agus
Nugroho. Three more vic-
tims died a day later while
being treated at a local
hospital.

Two more workers died
on Tuesday at the hospital,
bringing the total number
of fatalities to 18, includ-
ing eight workers from
China, said Deddy
Kurniawan, a spokesper-
son for PT Indonesia
Morowali Industrial Park,
known as PT IMIP, the par-
ent company of PT
Indonesia Tsingshan
Stainless Steel, where the
accident occurred.

The plant is in the
Bahodopi neighbourhood
of Morowali regency.

“We have ordered PT
Indonesia Tsingshan
Stainless Steel to stop its
operation until our entire

investigation is complet-
ed,” said Nugroho, the po-
lice chief, adding that au-
thorities had set up a team
to determine whether neg-
ligence by the company
led to the deaths.

The blast was so power-
ful it demolished the fur-
nace and damaged parts of
the side walls of the build-
ing, Nugroho said.

PT IMIP said in a state-
ment on Sunday that the
furnace was under main-
tenance and not operating
at the time of the accident.
However, “residual slag in
the furnace” came in con-
tact “with flammable
items”, causing the fur-
nace walls to collapse and
the remaining steel slag to
flow out.

Rescuers extinguished
the fire and evacuated
workers after a nearly
four-hour operation,
Kurniawan said.

Death toll rises to 18 in furnace explosion at
Chinese-owned nickel plant in Indonesia

Kathmandu, Dec 26 (PTI):

Nepal’s national capital on
Monday observed a plastic-
free Christmas as the city’s
authorities banned the use of
plastic-made trees and flow-
ers for decoration purposes
on the occasion.

Assumption Church locat-
ed in Bhanimandal of
Lalitpur district, the largest
church of Nepal, was deco-
rated with a natural tree in-
stead of a plastic one.
Similarly, no plastic tree
was installed at hotels,

restaurants, department
stores and other public places
this time.

“The Kathmandu
Metropolitan city banned the
use of plastic trees and flow-
ers on the occasion of
Christmas. Unlike in the past
when the festival was ob-
served by erecting Christmas
trees made of plastic, this

time no plastic tree was seen
in Kathmandu and adjoining
cities,” said an official.

Meanwhile, a special pro-
gramme was organised at
Nepal Academy hall in
Kathmandu on Monday
where Christians from
Kathmandu, Lalitpur and
Bhaktapur gathered and 
exchanged greetings.

Nepal’s capital observes plastic
free Christmas: Official

Bucharest, Dec 26 (AP):

A massive fire at a guest-
house Tuesday morning

in Romania left five people
dead, including a child, au-
thorities said.

Emergency interven-

tion teams were deployed
to the blaze in the village
of Tohani in Prahova
county, where 26 people
were staying at the guest-
house, according to the
General Inspectorate for
Emergency Situations.

Before the emergency
authorities confirmed
the deaths of the fourth
and fifth victims around
noon, search and rescue
teams were set up to find
five missing persons. It

wasn’t immediately clear
if the additional two
dead had been among
those listed as missing.

Authorities said 18 peo-
ple managed to escape
the fire and two of them
were being treated for
burns. At around at 12:45
pm authorities said the
blaze was extinguished
and that the search for
the missing people was
ongoing.

The affected area was

about 1,000 square me-
tres (10,800 square feet).
There was no indication
as to what caused the
blaze.

Photos of the fire
shared by emergency au-
thorities showed a near
hollowed-out structure
engulfed in flames as fire-
fighters worked to put it
out.

Guesthouse blaze in Romania leaves 5 dead and others missing

In this photo released by the Romanian Emergency
Services Prahova (ISU Prahova), a guesthouse is burning
in Tohani, Romania, Tuesday, Dec. 26.



GANAPATHI BHAT

T ourism is undeniably a vital contributor to a na-
tion's economy, and India is no exception. Our

country welcomes thousands of visitors, both domestic
and international, who flock to explore its captivating
tourist destinations. Tourism accounts for nearly three
percent of India's Gross Domestic Product (GDP), pro-
viding employment opportunities for approximately 25
million people. However, the sanctity and security of our
tourist spots have come into question. Ensuring the safe-
ty and cleanliness of our tourist destinations is an ardu-
ous task, given our nation's diversity. This responsibility
extends not only to tourists but also to the local commu-
nities who play a crucial role in preserving these places.
Sadly, some of our most exquisite tourist centers have
fallen from grace and are now merely cash cows for their
respective state governments. A successful tourist desti-
nation relies on factors such as accessibility, cleanliness,
and the assurance of a hassle-free experience.
Unfortunately, Goa's story serves as a stark reminder of
how tourists' reckless behavior can pose challenges for
authorities. The beautiful state, known for its rich tradi-
tions and culture, often falls victim to the two 'B's: beach-
es and booze. Regrettably, a significant number of
tourists engage irresponsibly with these attractions,
leaving behind a trail of dirt and debris along Goa's pris-
tine shores. Videos of unruly tourists, like one relieving
himself from a bus on a popular Goan road, have gone
viral, painting a grim picture of the state of affairs.
Former Town and Country Planning Minister Vijay
Sardesai once referred to domestic tourists as the "scum
of the earth," expressing his frustration with their be-
haviour. While protests followed his remarks, the under-
lying sentiment was hard to ignore: many tourists dis-
play a lack of civic sense, as if the state lacks a resident
population. Maintaining cleanliness is often disregard-
ed, and these troublemakers need to face strict conse-
quences for their actions. Signages should be installed at
sensitive points, warning miscreants of severe penalties
for open alcohol consumption, smoking, spitting, or any
public indecency. Furthermore, continuous monitoring
of our country's prominent beaches is essential. It's cru-
cial to recognize that thousands of tourists treat these at-
tractions with care and respect. However, there remains
a sizable population that disregards decency and deco-
rum, neglects cleanliness, and ignores the importance of
preserving a healthy environment. Governments have
taken steps to maintain tourist spots, exemplified by
Goa's substantial budget allocation for beach upkeep.
Yet, it's vital to ensure that rules and regulations are effi-
ciently implemented to instill a sense of responsibility
among disruptive travelers. Failure to do so could result
in frequent clashes between locals and tourists, tarnish-
ing the reputation of beloved destinations and deterring
well-behaved visitors.

T he year 2024 has dawned,
heralding the eagerly antici-

pated Lok Sabha elections in
India. In the upcoming summer of
2024, India is poised to host the
world's most extensive democrat-
ic exercise. Approximately 100
crore Indian citizens are eligible
to exercise their fundamental
right to vote during the crucial
months of April and May. As we
approach this monumental event,
it is worth reflecting on the seven
decades of India's democratic
journey, from its first Lok Sabha
elections in 1951-1952 to the
present day.

AA  HHiissttoorriiccaall  PPeerrssppeeccttiivvee
When we look back at India's

political history, we find that the
country has come a long way
since its inaugural Lok Sabha
elections. In those early days, vot-
ing was restricted to Indian na-
tionals aged 21 and above.
Electronic voting machines have
since replaced traditional paper
ballots, and the Lok Sabha, which
initially comprised 489 seats, has
grown to its current total of 543. 

According to a recent letter by
EC to political parties, in 1951,
India had 17.32 crore registered
voters, which rose to 19.37 crore
in 1957. In 2019, when the last Lok
Sabha elections took place, India
had 91.20 crore voters. With
India's population currently
standing at 142 crore, it's evident
that a significant proportion of
the populace has registered to

cast their votes.
TThhee  CChhaannggiinngg  PPoolliittiiccaall  LLaannddssccaappee

During the initial Lok Sabha
elections, the Indian National
Congress held a dominant posi-
tion, with J.W. Nehru at the helm.
The political arena featured no-
table figures such as B.R.
Ambedkar, Jayaprakash
Narayanan, Shyama Prasad
Mukherjee, J.B. Kripalani, and A.K.
Gopalan as formidable political ri-
vals to Congress. Fast forward to
2024, and we see the Congress-led
India pitted against the BJP-led
NDA. In 1951, the Bharatiya Jan
Sangh (BJS), the precursor to the
BJP, was also in the mix. The
United Communist Party, known
as the CPI, and other national po-
litical groups such as the BJS, CPI,
and Kisan Mazdoor Praja Party,
played significant roles in shaping
India's political landscape.

SShhiiffttss  iinn  tthhee  IInnddiiaann  
PPoolliittiiccaall  SSyysstteemm

Several noteworthy transforma-
tions have occurred in India's po-
litical system since the first Lok
Sabha elections. First, regional po-
litical parties have gained sub-
stantial power and influence, par-
ticularly after 1980. Parties like
the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
(DMK) and All India Anna Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam (AIDMK) of
Tamil Nadu, the Telugu Desam
Party (TDP), the Yuvajana Sramika
Rythu Congress Party (YSR
Congress), and the Bharat Rashtra
Samithi (BRS) of Andhra and

Telangana States, among others,
have become potent regional
forces. Northern Indian states
such as Assam, Nagaland,
Manipur, Mizoram, Arunachal
Pradesh, and more are home to a
multitude of regional political par-
ties, contributing to the diversity
of India's political landscape.

RReeggiioonnaall  PPoolliittiiccaall  PPaarrttiieess::  
AA  FFoorrccee  ttoo  RReecckkoonn  WWiitthh

Across India, regional political
parties play a pivotal role in gov-
erning various states. States like
Jharkhand, Tamil Nadu, Andhra
Pradesh, and Mizoram are prime
examples where regional parties
hold sway. In several northeastern
states, regional parties often col-
laborate with the BJP in power-
sharing arrangements, reflecting
the complex dynamics of Indian
politics.
TThhee  DDeecclliinnee  ooff  SSoocciiaalliisstt  IIddeeoollooggyy

Another significant transforma-
tion has been the waning influ-
ence of socialist political parties
and their ideologies. In the early
years of Indian democracy, social-
ist parties were active and even
the Indian National Congress,
under J.W. Nehru's leadership, had
a socialist inclination. The
Swatantra Party, founded in 1959
by C. Rajagopalachari, emerged as
India's first right-wing political
party in response to Congress's
socialist orientation. Notable so-
cialist political parties active in
early Indian politics included the
Socialist Party of India, Praja
Socialist Party, Samajwadi Party,
and more. However, today, only a
handful of socialist political
groups remain active in Indian pol-
itics, with the Samajwadi Party
being one of the notable survivors.
The decline of socialism gained
momentum after 1980, particular-
ly with India's entry into the era of
globalization in 1991.

LLeefftt  PPoolliittiiccaall  PPaarrttiieess::  
AA  CChhaannggiinngg  LLaannddssccaappee

The split of the Communist
Party of India (CPI) into CPI (M)
and CPI in 1964 was a significant
factor in the shifting landscape of

left-wing politics in India. Both
Communist parties, along with
like-minded political groups, con-
tinued to wield political influence
across various Indian states.
States such as Kerala, Tamil Nadu,
Andhra Pradesh, Odisha, West
Bengal, Bihar, Maharashtra,
Punjab, Assam, Manipur, and
more have witnessed the impact
of left-wing politics. West Bengal,
for instance, was ruled by the
CPI(M)-dominated Left Front for
seven consecutive terms from
1977 to 2011, with Jyoti Basu serv-
ing as Chief Minister for five of
those terms. However, in recent
years, left parties faced setbacks,
failing to secure any seats from
West Bengal in the 2019 Lok
Sabha elections and losing power
in Tripura. Currently, Kerala re-
mains the only state governed by
the left front, with the CPI(M) at
its helm.
CCoonntteemmppoorraarryy  EElleeccttiioonn  DDyynnaammiiccss

In the contemporary Indian
political landscape, develop-
ment and election-related pop-
ulist promises are the primary
focus during election seasons.
Women constitute half of the
Indian voter base, prompting po-
litical parties to intensify efforts
to win their support. A notable
trend is the provision of free bus
rides for Indian women under
various initiatives, illustrating
the evolving strategies to en-
gage female voters.

CCoonncclluussiioonn
As we reflect on the past 70

years, we witness the incredible
transformation of India and its
political landscape. These
changes are etched in the poli-
cies and ideologies of political
parties. The 2024 Indian elec-
tions, on the horizon, serve as a
testament to the enduring spirit
of Indian democracy. It is a festi-
val of democracy that embodies
India's commitment to its demo-
cratic ideals and the power of its
citizens' voices in shaping the
destiny of the world's largest
democracy.
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Gaza’s extreme 
food insecurity

In the aftermath of the
Hamas-Israel conflict, over
half a million Gazans face
severe food insecurity, sur-
passing even recent near-
famine crises in
Afghanistan and Yemen,
warns a United Nations re-
port. Gaza's healthcare sys-
tem is also in ruins, with
only 9 of 36 health centers
still partially operational.
Global pressure, especially
from the U.S., compelled
Israel to allow limited aid
through Egypt. However,
just 10% of Gaza's food re-
quirements have been met
so far. Urgent international
intervention is needed to ad-
dress this humanitarian ca-
tastrophe and ensure food
security in Gaza.

Arka Goswami,
Bardhaman, West Bengal 

Accountability in
Custody Deaths

The alleged torture and
deaths of three civilians in
Jammu's Poonch district
have prompted a high-level
internal army investigation.
Local commanders poten-
tially face action.
Compensation and compas-
sionate appointments for the
deceased's families have
raised questions. Would
these measures have been
taken without their deaths
in army custody? While the
Indian Army pledges coop-
eration with investigations,
past cases show few prosecu-
tions for accused soldiers.
People in Jammu &
Kashmir call for a swift in-
vestigation and accountabil-
ity. In a region long plagued
by impunity, they seek jus-
tice and hope for a 'Naya
Kashmir' as promised by
leaders like Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Home
Minister Amit Shah.
Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee,

Faridabad

Corona JN-1
The Corona epidemic has

warned people once
again.So far,sixteen deaths
have occurred across the
country in the last two
weeks due to the new variant
of Corona, JN-1.This variant
cannot be taken lightly.The
World Health Organization
has instructed to keep an eye
on the new variants.People
should take this pandemic
seriously as responsible citi-
zens.We should take full cau-
tion regarding Corona.Right
now this can be avoided only
by wearing a mask, but if its
cases increase rapidly then
we will have to take more
precautions.Only by the cau-
tion and awareness taken by
us can we stop the spread of
this deadly disease.The gov-
ernment should also become
alert now because we have
faced its fatal consequences
in the past.The government
should speed up its efforts
now so that its spread can be
stopped.

N Mateeni, Mumbai 
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Members of the fishermen community offer prayers to the victims of the 2004 Tsunami on its 19th anniversary, at Marina beach,
in Chennai, Tuesday, Dec. 26.

TSUNAMI ANNIVERSARY

DR. VASISHT. M. C

Central Chronicle invites articles, write-ups, and comments on a wide range of
issues for our editorial page. Submissions should be between 800-900 words in
length. In addition, we welcome letters to the editor for this page. While letters

may be edited for clarity, we aim to preserve the integrity of the original message,
and ask that they be kept to around 50-60 words. Submissions can be sent via

email to editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com.

T he tragic deaths of three civilians in Poonch,
Jammu & Kashmir, have cast a dark shadow over

the region. These individuals, initially detained by the
Army for questioning regarding a December 21 ambush
that claimed the lives of four soldiers, have sparked alle-
gations of custodial torture and misuse of the Armed
Forces Special Powers Act. The Army's response to this
incident, including the initiation of a court of inquiry
and the transfer of three officers, reflects the gravity of
the situation. Jammu and Kashmir's administration
swiftly announced compensation and job opportunities
for the families of the deceased. Meanwhile, various po-
litical parties in the region-turned-Union Territory have
united in demanding an impartial investigation into this
unfortunate incident. It's important to acknowledge the
backdrop against which these events occurred. The bor-
der districts of Rajouri and Poonch have witnessed a
concerning surge in terrorist activity. In response, the
Army has heightened its counter-terror operations.
However, amidst this challenging environment, any devi-
ation from standard operating procedures cannot be tol-
erated. The custodial interrogation of civilian suspects
should have rightfully been carried out by the police,
raising legitimate questions about the Army's involve-
ment. These deaths place the Army in a delicate posi-
tion, coming barely two weeks after the Supreme Court
upheld the abrogation of Article 370 and directed the
Centre to conduct elections in Jammu & Kashmir by
September 2024. Local support is not only essential for
creating a conducive atmosphere for the resumption of
the electoral process but also for assisting security per-
sonnel in their efforts to combat terrorism effectively.
Therefore, it is imperative that the inquiry into these al-
leged custodial deaths proceeds promptly, with a commit-
ment to completing it in a time-bound manner.
Accountability must be upheld, and those responsible
for any wrongdoing must face the consequences. Taking
exemplary action can go a long way in dispelling the
fears of the people of J&K and restoring their trust and
confidence in the security agencies. In this pivotal mo-
ment, where Jammu & Kashmir is at a crossroads of
transformation, the need for transparency and accounta-
bility cannot be overstated. The rule of law and adher-
ence to established protocols are fundamental to uphold-
ing the values and principles upon which our democracy
is built. The people of J&K have endured decades of tur-
moil, and it is our collective responsibility to ensure that
their journey towards peace, stability, and prosperity re-
mains uninterrupted. Let us not forget that every citizen,
regardless of their geographical location or circum-
stances, deserves justice and dignity. Upholding these
principles is not just a legal obligation; it is a moral im-
perative that defines the character of a nation. The path
to reconciliation and progress begins with acknowledg-
ing the past, addressing the present, and shaping a fu-
ture that is rooted in justice and compassion.

J&K Civilians Killing

KAJAL CHATTERJEE 

"WELCOME TO THE LAND OF
GORKHAS" - - a proud slogan writ-
ten in Yellow Capital font in blue
background, painted upon a wall
nearby a prominent street junction
right beside Darjeeling Railway
Station. Perhaps a section of the
non-Gorkha communities also re-
side in the Hills. However that do
not deter the community claiming
to be "Gorkha" from proudly
claiming Darjeeling Hills as their
"own land".

However more surprise was in
store later on. While roaming
along the Hill Cart Road in
Chowkbazar area, noticed the
signboards of a series of shops
(bearing it's name and address)
ending with the word "GORKHA-
LAND". Yes, it's true that the de-
mand of a separate state of
"Gorkhaland" was zealously
launched by Subash Ghising way
back in early 1980s, which are
being carried on by the Bimal
Gurungs and others in various
point of time, but such a state is

yet to get materialised! Still, de-
spite no Constitutional recognition
of "GORKHALAND"; how boldly
can the Hill community claim
Darjeeling to be part of such a ficti-
tious unborn state and assert it in
broad daylight, that too as official
registered address.

While the iconic Keventers bear
the word "GORKHALAND" upon
it's glass facade; another icon
"Oxford Book & Stationery
Co."(located right at the heart of
the Darjeeling Mall) display sever-
al books hailing "Gorkhaland" and
featuring the history revolving
around the movement.

In contrast Bengalis are so wary
to assert their ethnic identity that
they have even gone to the dread-
ful scandalous extent of distorting
Rabindranath Tagore words also.
Yes, now "Bangali" word arrives as
such a "fatal shock" to this self-
denigrating community that they
have done the unthinkable by re-
placing the "Bangalir" (of
Bengalis) word from Tagore's car-
dinal call "Bangalir Ghore Joto Bhai
Bon Aek Hoke Hey Bhogoban" (Let

all brothers and sisters of Bengali
homes get united, My Lord) with
"Banglar" (of Bengal). Unlike the
self-asserting proud upright
Gorkha community, Bengalis al-
ways remain in constant fear to ex-
press their ethnic identities right in
their own state of origin out of con-
stant apprehension of getting
dubbed as "parochial".

What a callous downfall of the
Bengalis in contrast to the Gorkhas
way up in the top (both in literal
geographical terms as well as psy-
chological). No wonder why when
the Hill community reside as citi-
zens of a seemingly "sovereign
State" ("Land of Gorkhas") with al-
most full control over the demogra-
phy land economy jobs in the re-
gion with Nepali language and cul-
ture calling the shots everywhere;
in contrast Bengalis have not only
rendered themselves "alien" in
their own land of origin long long
ago in every sector of the state,
even the indigenous language
Bengali is also gasping for breath
thanks to the indifference of the
community towards their own

mother tongue.
Just like any proud community,

Gorkhas also treat each other as
their very own. What a mutual re-
spect and fellow-feeling get dis-
played everywhere with deluge of
greetings of "Daju" (elder brother).
It seems all people of the commu-
nity know each other in personal
basis, such is their bonhomie and
community affection! So when two
vehicles suddenly come face to
face at narrow bends of the Hills;
far from cursing each other, one of
the drivers move the car backward
to a wider area and both proceed
on their path after exchange of
warm greetings and smile. 

And I wonder the attitude of the
Bengalis, always in the throats of
each other, treating members of
own community as "Enemy No.1".
And also arrive at the realisation
that those who do not treat each
other as "Bhai Bon" (brothers sis-
ters) will naturally detest the word
"Bangali", resulting in "murder" of
Tagore's usage of "Bangalir" word
as well. 

However, it must also be men-

tioned that despite so proud of
their Gorkha identity with clear ex-
pression of the desire of a separate
state by fragmenting West Bengal;
their behavior towards the com-
mon Bengalis is impeccable to say
the least. The spontaneous smile
and gesture of the Gorkhas to-
wards the Bengalis simply touch
the heart. How can I forget the
honesty of the cab driver who
called in his own accord to declare
that he has got paid an extra
amount of Rs. 1000/-. 

He could have taken the unfair
advantage of my forgetfulness
(paying Rs. 1000/- as advance in a
fuel station) and pocketed the
money, but he didn't do so! How
can I forget the warmth of ever-
smiling Mr.Chetri, the proprietor of
our homestay. As a Bengali, never
can I support the fragmentation of
West Bengal; but I will always re-
main in awe of the self-respect
among the Hill people and appreci-
ate the civility humility dignity hon-
esty and warmth of the Gorkhas
whom I have experienced from
heart-touching distance.

Self-Respecting Gorkhas

Tourist Safety
Secure From Unruly Revellers

A Call for Accountability

2024: A Pivotal Year in Indian Democracy
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Fruit processing 

Shimla: Chief
Minister Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu on
Tuesday inaugurated
a fruit processing
plant built for Rs
100.42 crore at Parala
in Theog subdivision
of Shimla district.
Wine, vinegar and
juice will be produced
in this plant ensuring
that the local growers
get fair prices for their
produce, he said in a
statement issued here
adding that this plant
will prove to be a mile-
stone in the develop-
ment of the area and
its fruit industry.
Addressing the people
at the occasion, Sukhu
said that this year the
disaster caused by
heavy rains had
wreaked havoc and
link roads, especially
in the apple belts of
the state, were dam-
aged badly.

FDI investments
New Delhi: Indian
companies made FDI
investments of USD
335 million in Dubai
during January-June,
Vestian on Tuesday
said. The foreign di-
rect investments (FDI)
into Dubai from
Indian companies
stood at USD 541 mil-
lion in the entire 2022,
real estate consultant
Vestian said citing
data of the
Department of
Economic
Development, Dubai
FDI. “Dubai wit-
nessed significant in-
vestments (FDI) from
Indian investors,
amounting to USD 1.6
billion between 2020
and H1 (January-
June) 2023. Dubai’s
strategic location
along with tax-friend-
ly policies act as a key
incentive for Indian
investors and busi-
ness owners who are
looking to expand into
new markets,” Vestian
said in a statement.

Insurance 
premiums 

New Delhi: Fintech
startup Fincase,
which has been newly
established to facili-
tate financing of in-
surance premium and
loan against financial
assets, on Tuesday
said it is targeting to
fund 10 lakh health in-
surance buyers by
March 2025.
Financing of insur-
ance premium allows
a customer to spread
the cost of annual
health policy over reg-
ular monthly pay-
ments. Fincase, found-
ed by Atul Garg a cou-
ple of months ago, has
roped in Non-Banking
Financial Companies
(NBFCs) to finance in-
surance premiums.
The company said it
has roped in Alok
Bhatnagar, a digital
insurance veteran, to
spearhead its opera-
tions. Citing industry
data, the Delhi-based
firm said about 51.4
crore Indians are cov-
ered by health insur-
ance.

INAUGURAL CEREMONY

Gujarat Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel during the inaugural ceremony of Kankaria Carnival, in Ahmedabad.

New Delhi, Dec 26:

Finance minister
Niramala Sitharaman is
scheduled to meet manag-
ing directors of public
sector banks (PSBs) on
Saturday to review the fi-
nancial performance of
lenders. PSU banks have
earned a net profit of
about Rs 68,500 crore dur-
ing the first six months of
the current financial year.

The meeting is going to
take stock of the progress
made by banks in achiev-
ing targets set for the vari-
ous government schemes,
including Pradhan
Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana
(PMJDY), Kisan Credit
Card (KCC), Stand-Up
India, Pradhan Mantri
Mudra Yojana (PMMY),
sources said. This is the
probably last full review
meeting before the pres-
entation of Budget 2024-25
and general elections
later next year.

She will also discuss on
measures to improve cus-
tomer service and cyber
security, sources said.

The finance minister
would also review finan-
cial inclusion, credit
growth, asset quality, and
business growth plan of
banks for the next finan-

cial year, the sources said,
adding non-performing
assets (NPAs) and the re-
covery status would also
be discussed.

As per Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) data, gross
non-performing assets
(GNPAs) of scheduled
commercial banks (SCBs)
have been declining dur-
ing the last three years. It
has declined from Rs
8,35,051 crore (GNPA ratio
of 7.33 per cent) as on
March 31, 2021, to Rs
7,42,397 crore (GNPA ratio
of 5.82 per cent) as on
March 31, 2022 and fur-
ther to Rs 5,71,544 crore
(GNPA ratio of 3.87 per
cent) as on March 31, 2023.
Last week, the finance
ministry had review

meeting with heads of
PSBs and asked them to
monitor all cases, espe-
cially the top 20
Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code cases as
part of the management
of their bad assets.
During a meeting with
managing directors and
CEOs of public sector
banks (PSBs), Financial
Services Secretary Vivek
Joshi asked them to re-
view the top 20 cases
monthly for their resolu-
tion. The meeting also re-
viewed the working of the
National Asset
Reconstruction Company
Limited (NARCL). Going
forward, the finance min-
ister would also review
the functioning of banks
on various aspects.

NARCL, a government
entity, was incorporated
in 2021 with a majority
stake held by Public
Sector Banks and the bal-
ance by private banks
with Canara Bank being
the sponsor bank. It is reg-
istered with the Reserve
Bank of India as an Asset
Reconstruction Company
under the Securitisation
and Reconstruction of
Financial Assets and
Enforcement of Security
Interest Act, 2002.

FM to meet heads
of PSBs on Sat

Review progress of implementation of govt schemes

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  DDeecc  2266:: The pro-
duction-linked incentive (PLI)
schemes for 14 sectors have
attracted over Rs 95,000 crore
in investment till September
this year, an official statement
said on Tuesday. According to
the Commerce and Industry
Ministry, as many as 746 appli-
cations have been approved till
November 2023 under these
schemes. In the Union Budget
2021-22, the government
announced an outlay of Rs 1.97
lakh crore for the schemes. The
sectors included electronics,

telecommunication, pharma,
white goods (AC and LED light
components), and textiles. The
aim is to enhance India’s man-
ufacturing capabilities and
exports.

“746 applications have been
approved till November 2023.
PLI units are established in
more than 150 districts (24
states). Over Rs 95,000 crore of
investment reported till
September, which has led to
production/sales of Rs 7.80
lakh crore and employment
generation (direct & indirect)

of over 6.4 lakh,” the ministry
said. It added that incentives
worth around Rs 2,900 crore
have been disbursed in 2022-
23. “There has been a value
addition of 20 per cent in
mobile manufacturing within a
period of 3 years,” the state-
ment said. It added that of the
USD 101 billion worth of total
electronics production in 2022-
23, smartphones constituted
USD 44 billion, including USD
11.1 billion as exports. “Import
substitution of 60 per cent has
been achieved in the telecom

sector and India has become
almost self-reliant in Antennae,
GPON (Gigabit Passive Optical
Network) and CPE (Customer
Premises Equipment),” the
ministry said. There has been a
significant reduction in imports
of raw materials in the pharma
sector also. “Unique intermedi-
ate materials and bulk drugs
are being manufactured in
India including Penicillin-G,
and transfer of technology has
happened in manufacturing of
medical devices such as CT
scan,I,” it added. 

PLI schemes attracts over Rs 95K cr investment till Sep

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  DDeecc  2266::  

The government is working
on Production Linked Incentive
(PLI) scheme 2.0 as well as
looking at ways to ensure ade-
quate raw material supply for
the steel sector in 2024, accord-
ing to Union minister Faggan
Singh Kulaste. While a robust
economic growth will increase
the demand for steel, industry
players remain concerned
about rising imports and high
raw material prices amid
geopolitical uncertainties.
Production and consumption of
steel have shown a strong
recovery after the coronavirus
pandemic that impacted the
sector in 2020-21. During the
April-November period this
year, the cumulative production
of crude steel was 94.01 Million
Tonnes (MT), up 14.5 per cent
year-on-year. The consumption
of finished steel jumped 14 per
cent to 86.97 MT on an annual
basis during the same period,
as per data from the steel min-
istry. India has set a target of
having an installed steel manu-
facturing capacity of 300 MT by
2030. At present, the country

has a capacity of around 161
MT. “We are preparing for PLI
2.0 for the steel sector. It is
under discussion at various lev-
els,” Kulaste said while talking
about the government’s priori-
ties for the steel industry in
2024. In an interview to PTI, the
Minister of State (MoS) for
Steel also said the government
will ensure raw material supply
for the steel industry and the
focus will also be on promoting
the use of scrap. Further, efforts
will be made to push for the use
of artificial intelligence and new
age technologies among the
industry players to boost steel
output while also look at reduc-
ing carbon emissions, Kulaste,
who also holds the portfolio of
MoS Rural Development, said.
The government had approved
the PLI scheme 1.0 to boost the
production of speciality steel
that would help create addition-
al capacity of around 25 MT. On
production and demand for
steel, the minister said they will
grow significantly in 2024 on
the back of infrastructure proj-
ects. All steel players are
increasing their capacities and
to ensure ease of doing busi-

ness, the government has been
helping them with clearances
related to their projects,
Kulaste said. “Our ministry
remains in constant touch with
the state governments and its
officials to help them with any
issue that comes in their proj-
ects,” he said, adding the gov-
ernment is also engaged with
several countries to explore
alternate options for sourcing
of coking coal. On the other
hand, the Indian Steel
Association (ISA) said that
surging imports and high raw
material prices will remain a
concern for the industry in the
new year after experiencing
“dumping of steel products”
especially from China and
Vietnam in the past. India
remains dependent on imports
to meet 90 per cent of its coking
coal requirement. In 2023 so
far, the imports have been
between 70-80 MT. ISA
Secretary General Alok Sahay
said the industry continued to
face the issue of imports and
expects strong measures from
the government to check the
surge in imports which is affect-
ing the domestic market. 

Govt working on PLI 2.0
for steel sector in 2024

Industry players await steps to curb steel imports

New Delhi, Dec 26:

Billionaire Gautam
Adani and his family plan
to inject Rs 9,350 crore into
the conglomerate’s green
energy arm to equip it to
achieve the 45 GW target
by 2030, according to a
company filing. The invest-
ment of Rs 9,350 crore in
Adani Green Energy Ltd
“will be used for deleverag-
ing and accelerated capital
expenditure,” the firm said
in the filing. The green en-
ergy developer already has
a Power Purchase
Agreement (PPA) tie-up of
19.8 GW (out of 20.6 GW
locked in capacity, balance
800 MW being merchant)
and land of over 2,00,000

acres (equivalent to over 40
GW of additional capacity)
in resource rich areas. The
board of the company,
which has a goal of 45 gi-
gawatts (GW) of green en-
ergy capacity by 2030, ap-
proved a preferential is-
suance of warrants to the
promoters for a quantum
of Rs 9,350 crore at a price
of Rs 1,480.75 per share.
The issuance is subject to
the approval of regulatory
and statutory authorities
as well as the shareholders
of the company at the
Extraordinary General
Meeting (EGM) scheduled
on January 18, 2024, it said.
Earlier, Adani Green
Energy Ltd (AGEL) had
announced a USD 1.36 bil-
lion construction facility
by eight leading interna-
tional banks for 2,167 MW
solar power projects in
Khavda, Gujarat, the
largest solar park in India.
In addition, AGEL had an-
nounced USD 1.425 billion
of equity capital (USD
1.125 billion from preferen-
tial issuance by promoters
and USD 300 million from
TotalEnergies JV), which
translates to a capital rais-
ing of over USD 3 billion.

Adani family to invest 
Rs 9,350 cr in green energy arm

Mumbai, Dec 26:  

Nuvama Wealth, the per-
sonal wealth arm of
Nuvama Group, which
caters to the financial
needs of HNI and Affluent
segment has announced
opening of a new branch
located centrally in
Bhillai. Nuvama Wealth
addresses the needs of
high-net-worth individu-
als (HNI) and salaried pro-
fessionals.

Being centrally located
at Padma Tower, 2nd floor,
70-A1, Nehru Nagar West,
Near KPS Square, Bhilai -
490020, enables the compa-
ny to serve the clientele
better as they can directly
interact with the branch
representatives and their
queries can be resolved at
the earliest. The branch
also helps in tapping a
wider segment of cus-

tomers. Currently located
at 70 locations, Nuvama
Wealth aims to increase its
reach to more than 300 lo-
cations by 2028. Nuvama
Wealth already had devel-
oped a hybrid business
model which became an
integral part of the cus-
tomer service in the long
run.

The hybrid business
model helps in providing
bespoke services virtually
and through dedicated re-
lationship managers.
Nuvama Wealth aims to
increase the talent pool of
Relationship Managers
(RMs) by 100% in the next
3 years to cater to the var-
ied needs of its clientele.
Commenting on the
Announcement, Rahul
Jain, President & Head,
Nuvama Wealth said,
“Our strong presence in
Bhillai demonstrates an
extension of NWM’s strat-
egy to offer customers the
benefits of a hybrid
ecosystem. We at Nuvama
Wealth, have always adapt-
ed customer first approach
and all our offerings are
rooted in the same funda-
mental.

Nuvama Wealth
expands its footprints
 Q2-FY24 reveals 18%

quarter on quarter
on growth in new
investors leveraging
the Nuvama 
Markets application

Mumbai, Dec 26: 

Stock markets closed
with gains on Tuesday, ex-
tending the winning run
to the third day on the trot
after buying in power, util-
ities, oil and gas and bank-
ing shares. The 30-share
BSE Sensex climbed 229.84
points or 0.32 per cent to
settle at 71,336.80. During
the day, it jumped 364.33

points or 0.51 per cent to
71,471.29. Index heavy-
weights HDFC Bank and
Reliance Industries con-
tributed around 120 points
to the rally. The broader
Nifty advanced 91.95
points or 0.43 per cent to
21,441.35. Power, utilities,
banking, oil and gas and
commodities shares at-
tracted buying while IT
and teck shares suc-

cumbed to selling.
Among the Sensex

firms, NTPC, Mahindra &
Mahindra, Wipro, Kotak
Mahindra Bank, Tata
Steel, Asian Paints, Bharti
Airtel, Power Grid, Titan
and HDFC Bank were the
major gainers. Bajaj
Finance, Bajaj Finserv,
Infosys, Tata Consultancy
Services, Tata Motors and
HCL Technologies were
the laggards. In Asian
markets, Seoul and Tokyo
settled with gains while
Shanghai ended lower.
Markets in Hong Kong
were closed. US and
European markets were
closed on Monday.
European markets re-
mained closed on Tuesday
for Boxing Day. Global oil
benchmark Brent crude
climbed 0.03 per cent to
USD 79.09 a barrel.

Equity markets were
closed on Monday for
Christmas. “Global mar-
kets are rallying in antici-
pation of aggressive US
FED rate cuts in 2024.

Stock markets rally for 3rd day
on firm trend in Asian equities

Buying in HDFC Bank Mumbai, Dec 26:  

The rupee slipped 3
paise to settle at 83.19 (pro-
visional) against the US
dollar on Tuesday amid a
strong American currency
and outflow of foreign
funds. A positive equity
market sentiment and soft-
er crude oil prices, howev-
er, provided a cushion and
restricted the fall in the
Indian currency, forex
traders said. At the inter-
bank foreign exchange, the
domestic currency opened
at 83.17 and traded be-
tween a peak of 83.10 and a
low level of 83.21 against
the greenback during
intra-day deals. The local
unit settled at 83.19 (provi-
sional) against the dollar,
registering a loss of 3 paise
from its previous close. On
Friday, the domestic cur-
rency settled at 83.16
against the dollar. Forex
markets were closed on
Monday on account of
Christmas. Anuj
Choudhary, Research
Analyst at Sharekhan by
BNP Paribas, said the
Indian rupee depreciated

on recovery in the US dol-
lar and FII outflows.
However, positive domestic
markets and a decline in
crude oil prices cushioned
the downside. He said the
rupee is expected to trade
with a slight positive bias
amid rising expectations of
a reduction in interest
rates by the US Federal
Reserve. “However, de-
mand for the US dollar
from imports and selling
pressure from FIIs may
cap the upside.
Geopolitical tensions in
the Red Sea may also
weigh on rupee at higher
levels. Traders may take
cues from house price
index data from the US.

USD-INR spot price is ex-
pected to trade in a range
of Rs 82.90 to Rs 83.50,”
Choudhary added.
Meanwhile, the dollar
index, which gauges the
greenback’s strength
against a basket of six cur-
rencies, was trading 0.02
per cent higher at 101.35 on
Tuesday. Global oil price
benchmark Brent crude
inched up 0.03 per cent to
USD 79.09 per barrel. In the
domestic equity market,
the 30-share BSE Sensex
rose by 229.84 points or 0.32
per cent to settle at
71,336.80. The broader NSE
Nifty climbed 91.95 points
or 0.43 per cent to 21,441.35.
The RBI data released on
Friday showed that India’s
forex reserves jumped
USD 9.112 billion to USD
615.971 billion in the week
ended December 15 and
the quantum of increase
was one of the highest for
a week. Foreign institu-
tional investors (FIIs) were
net sellers in the equity
market on Friday as they
offloaded shares worth Rs
2,828.94 crore, according to
exchange data.

Rupee falls 3 paise to settle at
83.19 against US dollar

CAD declines sharply
to 1 pc of GDP 

in Jul-Sep quarter
Mumbai, Dec 26: India’s
current account deficit de-
clined sharply to 1 per cent
of the GDP or USD 8.3 bil-
lion in the second quarter of
this financial year, mainly
due to lower merchandise
trade deficit and growth in
services exports, according
to a RBI data released on
Tuesday. The current ac-
count deficit (CAD) was 3.8
per cent of GDP or USD 30.9
billion in July-September
quarter in 2022-23. CAD was
USD 9.2 billion or 1.1 per
cent of GDP in the first
quarter (April-June) of the
current financial year 2023-
24. “Underlying the lower
current account deficit on a
year-on-year (y-o-y) basis in
Q2:2023-24 was the narrow-
ing of merchandise trade
deficit to USD 61.0 billion
from USD 78.3 billion in
Q2:2022-23,” said the data on
Developments in India’s
Balance of Payments dur-
ing the second quarter
(July-September) of 2023-24.
Services exports grew by 4.2
per cent on a y-o-y basis on
the back of rising exports of
software, business and trav-
el services, the Reserve
Bank said.



CJ conducts thorough inspection
of HC Residential Complex 

Central Chronicle News

BBiillaassppuurr,,  DDeecc  2266::  The es-
teemed Chief Justice of the
Chhattisgarh High Court,
Ramesh Sinha, conducted a
meticulous inspection of the
High Court Residential
Complex, situated on Ranghi
Road, Chakarbhatha, compris-
ing "F" "G" "H" and "I" type
colonies, to ensure the quality
and safety of buildings under
construction and existing
structures. 

During the inspection, he is-
sued directives for the organ-
ized storage of construction
materials to prevent any incon-
veniences to the residents and
their families within the colony.
He emphasized the importance
of constructing the residential
buildings with high-quality ma-

terials. Furthermore, Chief
Justice Sinha directed the
prompt action by responsible
officials to address any defi-
ciencies discovered during the
inspection. Additionally, he in-
structed that the existing hous-
es undergo necessary painting,
repairs to resolve any structur-
al issues, and other essential
maintenance work on an expe-
dited basis. The inspection ex-

tended to various other areas
within the High Court
Residential Complex, including
the Club, Judges' Club, Guest
House, and Special Guest
House. During the inspection,
Chief Justice Sinha was accom-
panied by V.N.K Shastri (S.D.O.
(B&R)),  Prashant Mishra (Sub
Engineer),  N.S. Baghel (S.D.O.
(E & M)), and Devendra Yadav
(Sub Engineer (E&M)), who re-
ceived directives to rectify
identified deficiencies prompt-
ly. Additionally, Chief Justice
Sinha was joined by Arvind
Kumar Verma, Registrar
General, M.V.L.N.
Subrahmanyam, Additional
Registrar,  Phanendra Kumar
Biswas, Court Officer, and
Ravindra Singh Negi, Protocol
Officer, during the course of
the inspection.

Christmas spirit radiates love and unity in Mungeli
Central Chronicle News

Mungeli, Dec 26: The
Christian community in
Mungeli came together
with boundless enthusi-
asm to celebrate the cher-
ished Christmas festival.
The church glowed with
vibrant lights and festive
decorations, setting the
stage for a heartwarming
celebration. A special
prayer gathering held in
the church added to the
spirit of unity and devo-
tion.

On December 25, the
Mungeli Church hosted a
grand service led by the
dedicated church pastor,
drawing Christian con-
gregants from the city
and its surrounding re-
gions. In his inspirational
message, the pastor em-
phasized the universal

message of Christmas,
proclaiming that Lord
Jesus' birth signified a
gospel of joy for all hu-
manity. According to the
Bible, Christmas, known
as the "Great Day," teaches
the significance of love,

urging individuals to
treat every fellow human
with the same love they
hold for themselves. The
pastor stressed that vio-
lence could never bring
one closer to God, making
it imperative to transcend

hostility.
In a heartwarming act

of generosity, women
within the church distrib-
uted sarees and warm
clothing to impoverished
widows, exemplifying the
true spirit of Christmas.

Following the uplifting
church service, a festive
feast awaited all atten-
dees, reinforcing the
sense of togetherness and
celebration.

As the day progressed,
Christmas sports took cen-
ter stage at the Mission
Compound at 3 pm, infus-
ing joy and camaraderie
into the festivities. The
youth group contributed
to the spiritual ambiance
by delivering a soul-stir-
ring musical performance
during the church service,
leaving a lasting impres-
sion on all present.

The culmination of the
celebration saw the
church pastor cutting the
Christmas cake on behalf
of the entire congregation,
symbolizing unity and
shared blessings within
the community.

Atalji's legacy illuminates Good
Governance Day celebrations

Central Chronicle News

Arang, Dec 26: In a re-
markable event organized
by the Office of the
Municipal Council, Arang
in Ward No. 16, Baihar, the
birth anniversary of the
revered statesman, Late
Atal Bihari Vajpayee, was
celebrated as Good
Governance Day, as per
government directives. The
ceremony kicked off with
the radiant illumination of
Atalji's statue, accompa-
nied by prayers, archana,
and patriotic anthems.

The program's highlights
included a thoughtful dis-
course on Atalji's profound
ideologies, adorned with
eloquent poetry recitations
by Khubchand Sahu and
Sushil Jalkshatri.
Furthermore, a significant
cleanliness drive took place
in the Baihar vicinity, em-
phasizing the significance
of a clean environment.

The Chief Municipal
Officer (CMO) shared excit-
ing news with the audience
about the upcoming Atal
Vichar Sammelan, featur-
ing poetry recitals and quiz
competitions on December
26, held at the municipal of-
fice. Additionally, attendees
were informed about the
forthcoming "Viksit
Sankalp Yatra" scheduled
for January 12, 2024, with a
camp to be set up at the mu-
nicipal bus stand.

Distinguished personali-
ties graced the occasion, in-
cluding Abhishek Raja
Tamboli, BJP Mandal
President; Chandra
Shekhar Chandrakar,
President of Ara
Municipal Council; Vijay
Agrawal, Member of
Parliament; Narsingh
Sahu, Deputy Chairman;
Narendra Lodhi, Council
Representative; and other
esteemed community
members.

SSM conducts Personality
Development Workshop

Central Chronicle News

Kharora, Dec 26: Saraswati
Shishu Mandir in Kharora
took a proactive step to-
wards nurturing its teaching
staff on December 23. Under
the capable leadership of
Seema Pansari, the school's
head, a dynamic personality
development workshop was
organized, targeting the en-
hancement of educators'
skills and professional
growth.

Principal Ashwani Patkar,
along with Vallabh Lahoti,
Chandra Kumar Dadsena,
and the esteemed Acharya
family, kindled the lamp,

symbolizing the pursuit of
knowledge. Following this,
the participants offered
their prayers and paid hom-
age to Goddess Saraswati,
the epitome of wisdom and
learning.

During the workshop, the
teachers came together in
harmony, singing devotional
songs and collectively seek-
ing blessings for their shared
journey in education. In the
second session, the commit-
tee members engaged in

thoughtful discussions en-
compassing a wide array of
topics. These included strate-
gies to maintain a strong
presence in the attendance
list, addressing subject-spe-
cific weaknesses, elevating
the performance of 10th and
12th-grade students, fostering
holistic child development
through effective assessment,
discipline, and self-study
practices, as well as the im-
plementation of practical
and engaging teaching meth-

ods. In the third session, the
participants were guided by
Ashwani Nishad in the prac-
tice of Surya Namaskar, a se-
ries of yoga postures known
for its physical and mental
health benefits. The session
aimed to provide teachers
with a rejuvenating experi-
ence, promoting both physi-
cal fitness and emotional
well-being.

The fourth and final ses-
sion, led by Principal
Ashwini Patkar, emphasized
the profound significance of
incorporating play and
games into the educational
process. This holistic ap-
proach highlighted the value
of interactive teaching
methods, underscoring the
pivotal role of teacher per-
sonalities in the overall de-
velopment of students.

Good Governance Day celebrated
with cleanliness campaign

Central Chronicle News

Mahasamund, Dec 26:
The birth anniversary of
former Prime Minister
Bharat Ratna Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, celebrated as
Good Governance Day,
witnessed a heartfelt trib-
ute to the late statesman's
legacy. On this auspicious
occasion, his photograph
was adorned with gar-
lands, and his remarkable
contributions were fondly
remembered.

A massive cleanliness
campaign was launched
early in the morning. The
campaign, spearheaded by
MLA Yogeshwar Raju
Sinha, kicked off from
Ambedkar Chowk, the dis-

trict headquarters, and ex-
tended all the way to the
serene Mahamaya Pond.
With broom in hand, MLA
Yogeshwar Raju Sinha led
the charge to ensure clean-
liness throughout the city.

The event drew partici-
pation from various digni-

taries, including former
municipality president
Pawan Patel, councillors
Mahendra Jain, Meena
Verma, Hemlata Yadav,
Mangesh Taksale, Rajesh
Netam, Munna Dewar,
Raju Chandrakar,
Sandeep Dewan, and

other public representa-
tives. Chief Municipal
Officer Tomson Ratre,
along with the dedicated
teams of the National
Urban Livelihood Mission
and Mission Clean City,
also actively contributed
to the cleanliness cam-
paign.

Beyond the city limits, a
comprehensive cleanli-
ness drive took place in
the Gram Panchayats of
the same district. Notably,
Atal Chowk received spe-
cial attention, as local pub-
lic representatives and vil-
lagers gathered to clean
and paint the area while
adorning Atal Bihari
Vajpayee's photograph
with garlands.

Cold wave blankets
Kharora region

Central Chronicle News

Kharora, Dec 26: As
the cold wave tightens
its grip over the region,
residents find them-
selves waking up to
chilly mornings and
foggy skies. The relent-
less cold has brought
about a change in the
daily routine, with the
sun rising later than
usual, obscured by the
dense fog. Despite the
sun's attempts to break
through, its warming rays
struggle to penetrate the
thick mist, leaving the
mornings shrouded in a
wintry haze. By evening,
the clouds disperse, further
intensifying the cold.
The minimum tempera-
ture in the morning has

dipped to a bone-chilling
11 degrees. The continu-
ous drop in temperature
has challenged the re-
silience of the local com-
munity, as they grapple
with the inconvenience of
foggy mornings and the
biting cold that follows
during the day.

Agricultural Warehouse in dilapidated state due to neglect

Central Chronicle News

Pandaria-Nagar, Dec 26:
A warehouse shed belong-
ing to the Agriculture
Department, near the com-
munity building of
Pandariya-Nagar, now
stands in a state of neglect
and disrepair.

Despite its robust struc-
tural integrity, this valu-
able asset has been ren-
dered idle due to the
Agriculture Department's

recent construction of a
new office and warehouse
facilities.

Constructed with prom-
ise in 2015, this warehouse
saw only brief periods of
use before being left va-
cant, and as a result, its
shutters and sheds have
begun to deteriorate.
Without prompt mainte-
nance and repair efforts,
the entire building is at
risk of succumbing to the
ravages of time and neg-

lect.
The underutilized po-

tential of this facility is a
missed opportunity for the
community. Notably, it
holds the potential to serve
as a versatile venue for
various functions, includ-
ing weddings, comple-
menting the city's sole
community building,
which currently lacks any
additional rooms beyond
the main hall.

The community and

local authorities have rec-
ognized the need to
breathe new life into this
neglected asset. Plans are
being formulated to re-
store the agricultural
warehouse, allowing it to
become a valuable re-
source for citizens seeking
a venue for diverse events.

Repairing the roof and
floor and implementing a
partitioning strategy to
create three functional
rooms are on the agenda.
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Strengthening 
teachers for a 
brighter tomorrow

Chilly mornings
and fog challenged
resilience of people

"A proposal to repair the shed and floor of the agri-
cultural warehouse has been submitted. Discussions
are underway to potentially transfer ownership to the
municipality, pending approval from higher authori-
ties." 

- Tarun Dubey,
Agriculture Development Officer,

Pandariya.

"Incorporating the agricultural warehouse into the
community building will bring substantial benefits to
city residents, enhancing facilities for a wide range of
programs. We are committed to taking necessary ini-
tiatives in collaboration with higher officials and pub-
lic representatives."

- Komal Singh Thakur,
Chief Municipal Officer Pandariya

Mahasamund pays homage to Atal Bihari Vajpayee

Protocol oversight in invitation 
card mars Good Governance Day program

Central Chronicle News

KKhhaaiirraaggaarrhh,,  DDeecc  2266::  Civic en-
gagement and a fervent com-
mitment to democratic princi-
ples took center stage on Good
Governance Day in front of the
Khairagarh Municipality. An in-
advertent protocol oversight in
the invitation card for the event
led to a spirited protest by
Congress members, who gath-
ered in front of the Municipality
to voice their concerns.

Good Governance Day, cele-
brated nationwide in honour of
the late Prime Minister Bharat
Ratna Atal Bihari Vajpayee's
birth anniversary, featured vari-
ous programs across the coun-
try. In Khairagarh Municipal

Council, however, the
omission of Congress MLA
Yashoda Verma's name as
a guest raised eyebrows.
Additionally, the names of
BJP councilor and munici-
pal leader of opposition,
Ajay Jain, and MP repre-
sentative, Rakesh Gupta,
were conspicuously absent
from the invitation.

The oversight caused a
stir in the city, with discus-
sions and debates rever-
berating about the per-
ceived protocol breach.
Notably, the invitation card
included former officials
alongside current ones,
causing consternation within
the municipal administration.

Congress councilors, sitting
at the municipality's main gate,
raised slogans against CMO
Pramod Shukla, alleging a delib-
erate insult to MLA Yashoda
Verma. They argued that the
municipal administration had
failed to adhere to protocol and

had intentionally disregarded
the MLA, thereby insulting the
local populace.

Inside the municipality audi-
torium, the program continued
as Congress members passion-
ately voiced their concerns. City
President Bhikhamchand
Chhajed submitted a memoran-
dum to the CMO, warning

against a repeat of such errors.
He emphasized that negligence
of this nature would not be tol-
erated by Congress councillors,
workers, and public representa-
tives.

Congress leader Manrakhan
Dewangan strongly condemned
the program, particularly the
omission of the MLA's name on

the invitation card. During
the protest, Chief Guest
Vikrant Singh, along with
his colleagues, emerged
from the function and en-
gaged with the Congress
members. Vikrant ac-
knowledged the concerns,
suggesting that an inad-
vertent mistake had oc-
curred before departing.

Despite Vikrant's assur-
ance, the Congress
protest continued, under-
lining the significance of
civic engagement and ac-
countability. MLA Yashoda
Verma expressed her dis-
appointment, emphasiz-

ing that as an elected represen-
tative, the municipal adminis-
tration should have engaged
with her. She saw the omission
as a grave insult not only to her-
self but also to the principles of
democracy.

Notably, the Congress party
holds power in Khairagarh
Municipality, with Congress

councilors occupying key lead-
ership positions. During the
Good Governance Day program,
Municipality President
Shailendra Verma and Vice
President Abdul Razzaq Khan
did not participate in the
protest, promoting dialogue
and unity amidst civic celebra-
tion concerns.

Present during the protest
were Block Congress President
Akashdeep Singh, City
President Bhikhamchand
Chhajed, Municipality Vice
President Abdul Razzaq Khan,
former Alderman Manrakhan
Dewangan, Councilor
Shatruhan Dhritalhare, Sumit
Tandia, Deepak Dewangan,
Purushottam Verma, Suman
Dayaram Patel, Dilip Lahare,
Dilip Rajput, Radhe Patel,
Puran Sarathi Bharat
Chandrakar, Yatendrajit Singh,
Sameer Qureshi, Raja Solanki,
Nadeem Memon, Rupendra
Verma, Dayaram Patel, and
other dedicated workers.

Congressmen angry
over MLA Yashoda
Verma's name not
being among the
guests
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Centurion, Dec 26 (PTI):

India laboured to 208 for
eight when bad light and
rain halted the final ses-
sion's play on the first day
of the opening Test
against South Africa here
on Tuesday. The elemental
adversity stopped the play
after 59 overs on a day that
also saw a delayed toss due
to wet patches on the field.

South Africa pacer
Kagiso Rabada rocked
India with a five-wicket
haul (5/44) as the visitors
hung on for dear life
through an unbeaten 70 off
105 balls by KL Rahul.

One of the finest fast
bowlers in contemporary
cricket, Rabada (5/44 in 17
overs) bowled an absolute
peach to dismiss Virat
Kohli (38 off 64 balls) with
the old ball after having
bounced out Indian skip-
per Rohit Sharma (5) in
his first spell.

In between, Shreyas Iyer
(31 off 50 balls), who lived
dangerously, got a shooter
that completely exposed
his defence.

Rabada's 14th five-wick-
et haul in Tests also com-
prised the scalp of
Ravichandran Ashwin,
who was completely
rocked by extra bounce,
and Shardul Thakur (24),
who after a gutsy effort
was softened by a bouncer
and then taken out with a
length delivery.

KL Rahul (33 batting)

looked solid but is slowly
running out of partners as
a first innings score of 250
looks a distant reality now.

Rabada, who was given
a break from white ball
leg, didn't need time to hit
the rhythm as he bowled
long spells, got a discon-
certing bounce along with
late swing that had the
Indian batters in complete
tangle. The manner in
which Kohli was forced
into making a mistake was
an education for young
pacers.

Rabada bowled a couple
of incoming deliveries to
peg him on the backfoot
and then unleashed his
lethal weapon. He made a

nearly 31-over-old
Kookaburra to move in
and kept it on fuller length
as Kohli shaped himself to
play inside the line of the
delivery.

But to his amazement,
the ball pitched and deviat-
ed late to take the outside
edge en route to keeper
Kyle Verreynne's hands.

Kohli got a massive re-
prieve in the first session
when he was on four as
Tony de Zorzi dropped a
dolly at square leg off
debutant Nandre Burger
(2/39) but he then carried
out the repair work with
Iyer. At the toss, Temba
Bavuma took the expected
decision of bowling first

and his bowlers did make
best use of the conditions
during that first hour.

The steep tennis-ball
like bounce was always
going to create problems
for the star-studded Indian
line-up which for the last
six months has played
only white ball formats.

The compulsive puller
that Rohit is, his opposite
number Bavuma stationed
a long leg like all interna-
tional skippers deploy
across formats.

Having bowled in and
around off-stump, Rabada
dug one short but the
height was just above
waist which allowed Rohit
to take the bait going for

the pull.
Burger standing at least

10 metres from the long-leg
boundary had to just com-
plete the formalities.

Young Jaiswal, all of
two Tests, was initially
playing close to his body,
which allowed any of the
away going deliveries to
just miss his bat.

He did clip Rabada
through mid-wicket and
also square cut Burger on
the rise for boundaries.

Bowling slightly on the
fourth stump channel, the
left-arm paceman altered
his line and pitched one on
fuller length on the off-
stump.

The ball held its line and
enticed Jaiswal to go for a
drive and the nick was ac-
cepted by Verreynne be-
hind the stumps.

But the delivery that
Burger bowled to dismiss
Gill was a classic set-up.

He kept the stylish right-
hander quiet with back-of-
length deliveries on the
middle-leg line, not giving
him any room to play on
the off-side.

Just like New Zealand
left-armer Neil Wagner re-
lentlessly bowls the rib-
cage line to right-handers,
Burger changed his tactic
and kept one right below
Gill's arm-pit and the bat-
ter didn't have enough re-
action time to prevent it
from brushing his gloves
on its way to the keeper's
gloves.

Rabada rattles India with 
a fifer, India reach 208 for 8

South Africa's Kagiso Rabada (C) celebrates with South Africa's Dean Elgar (R) after
the dismissal of India's Virat Kohli (L).

Melbourne, Dec 26 (AP):

Marnus Labuschagne
notched a gritty score of
44 not out to guide
Australia through a rain-
interrupted first day of
play in the second test
against Pakistan at the
Melbourne Cricket
Ground on Tuesday.

Invited to bat first by
Pakistan captain Shan
Masood, who won the toss
in overcast conditions,
Australia reached 187-3 at
stumps.

Pakistan squandered a
golden opportunity to put
Australia on the back foot
early, allowing openers
David Warner (38 off 83
balls) and Usman Khawaja
(42 off 101) to share a 90-
run partnership on a pitch
offering sideways move-
ment for the seamers.

Warner, in his penulti-
mate test, played a loose
shot outside off stump on

38 in the final over before
lunch and was caught at
slip off the bowling of
spinner Agha Salman.

The 37-year-old Warner,
who scored 164 in the first
test in Perth, was lucky to
reach double figures
Tuesday. Warner offered a
regulation chance on 2 to
first slip off the bowling of
Shaheen Shah Afridi in
the third over, but it was
put down by Abdullah
Shafique.

Unbeaten on 36 at lunch,
Khawaja added six runs to
his total before he guided a
delivery from Hasan Ali to
second slip at 108-2.
Khawaja is the leading test
run-scorer in 2023 with
1,210 runs at an average of
55.00.

Rain interrupted play 37
minutes before the sched-
uled tea break, with
Australia on 114-2 off 42.4
overs. Play resumed al-
most three hours later, re-

warding those fans among
the first-day crowd of
62,167 at the MCG who had
waited patiently for the
rain to clear.

Steve Smith was given
out LBW on 19 to the bowl-
ing of Afridi, but the for-
mer skipper successfully
reviewed the decision as
replays showed the ball
was going over the
stumps.

On 26, Smith was given
not out following a caught-
behind appeal from Aamir
Jamal, but Pakistan suc-
cessfully reviewed the de-
cision as replays showed a
faint edge.

Smith struck only two
boundaries in his 75-ball
knock, sharing a patient
46-run partnership with
Labuschagne.

Travis Head was unbeat-
en on nine at stumps to
join Labuschagne in the
crease when play resumes
Wednesday.

Australia reaches 187-3 after
rain-interrupted 1st day

Australia’s bats-
men Marnus

Labuschagne (C)
and Steve Smith

(L) chats with
Pakistan’s Barbar
Azam (R) as rain 

delays play on the
first day of the 

second cricket Test
match between
Australia and

Pakistan at the
Melbourne Cricket
Ground (MCG) in

Melbourne on
December 26.

New Delhi, Dec 26 (PTI):
India's first ever World
Athletics Championship
medallist Anju Bobby
George says that she com-
peted "in the wrong era",
praising Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's eager-
ness for promoting and
transforming sports in the
country.

Speaking at a pro-
gramme organised at the
PM's residence on
Christmas, the legendary
long jumper said: "As a
sportsperson, I was here
for almost 25 years and I'm
seeing a lot of changes.
When I got India's first

global medal 20 years ago,
even my department was
not ready to give me a pro-
motion.

"But after Neeraj
(Chopra) got a medal, I
have seen the changes the
way we are celebrating... I
envy them because I was
in the wrong era," Anju
said during the event.

Anju, who won a bronze
medal in the women's long
jump at the 2003 World
Championships in
Athletics in Paris, spoke
about women empower-
ment and also how the
country now also cele-
brates athletes' accom-
plishments.

"Women empowerment
is not just a word now.
Every Indian girl is ready
to dream and they know
their dreams will come
true," she said.

The PM interacted with
the Christian community
on the occasion of
Christmas, and Anju was
among the prominent per-
sons who attended the
event.

I envy today’s athletes
because I was in wrong era:

Anju Bobby George NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  DDeecc  2266  ((PPTTII))::
Beverages major Coca-Cola on
Tuesday announced extending
its partnership with the ICC for
another eight years, becoming
a brand having the longest
association with the cricket
body. The Coca-Cola Company
and International Cricket
Council (ICC) have signed an
agreement at the latter's head-
quarters extending the partner-
ship till end of 2031, said a joint
statement. "This eight-year
partnership as a Global Partner
of the ICC confirmed the col-

laboration as one of the
longest-ever associations
formed by the ICC with a single
brand, spanning a total timeline
of 13 years (2019-2031)," said a
joint statement. The agreement
includes partnership for all
men's and women's events
including the ICC Cricket World
Cups, ICC T20 World Cups, and
ICC Champions Trophies
through the end of 2031. In
2019, the Atlanta-based bever-
age major had entered into a
four-year partnership with ICC
covering major events.

Coca-Cola extends 
partnership with ICC till 2031

Kabul, Dec 26 (PTI):

Afghanistan Cricket
Board (ACB) is unlikely
to offer No Objection
Certificates (NOCs) to
Mujeeb Ur Rahman,
Naveen Ul Haq and
Fazalhaq Farooqi for the
next two years, putting
their participation in the
Indian Premier League
2024 season in doubt.

According to a release
issued by the ACB, the
board has decided to
delay the annual con-
tracts for year 2024 for
these players having
formed a "dedicated com-
mittee to thoroughly in-
vestigate the matter",
after they expressed a de-
sire to be released from
their central contracts
from January 1.

"The insistence on not
signing the central con-
tract for these players
was their involvement in
commercial leagues, pri-
oritizing their personal
interests over playing for
Afghanistan, which is re-
garded as a national re-
sponsibility," the ACB
said on its website. "By

opting for their release,
the Afghanistan Cricket
Board has decided to take
disciplinary measures
against these players,"
the board added.

Afghanistan are also
set to play a three-match
T20I series against India
with the first game to be
played on January 11 in
Mohali, second on
January 14 in Indore and
third on January 17 in
Bengaluru.

"In response, the ACB
assigned a dedicated
committee to thoroughly
investigate the matter,
develop appropriate rec-
ommendations that best
serve the ACB's interests
and share them with the

ACB's top management,"
the ACB said.

The board added that
Mujeeb, Naveen and
Farooqi have also re-
quested to "consider
their consent for partici-
pation in the national
events".

While Mujeeb was
roped in by Kolkata
Knight Riders for Rs 2
crore during the auction
earlier this month for
IPL 2024, Naveen was re-
tained by Lucknow Super
Giants and Farooqi by
Sunrisers Hyderabad.

The ACB further in-
formed that its special
committee has made a
three-point recommenda-
tion.

"Starting from January
1, 2024, the three players
shall not be eligible for
the central contract for
one year. In this case,
ACB will consider and
decide their participa-
tion in events when need-
ed," read the first point.

The ACB said NOCs to
these three players will
be revoked immediately.

Each of these three
players represented
Afghanistan in the 50-
over World Cup in
October-November.

Farooqi, Naveen, Mujeeb face uncertain IPL future

New Delhi, Dec 26 (PTI):

India head coach Rahul
Dravid on Tuesday said
his team would not mind a
bit of "luck" going its way
as it aims to win a maiden
Test series in South Africa
and breach its 'final fron-
tier' after 31 years of at-
tempting.

Having first visited
South Africa in 1992, India
have made seven more
tours and won four Tests
but are yet to win a series,
even though the Asian gi-
ants though have won Test
series in England,
Australia and New
Zealand.

"We (have) come close a
couple of times and we
have played some good
cricket here... just a few
critical moments we have
not been able to, maybe,
get over the line, get the 34-
40-50 runs that you proba-
bly need to be able to... to
compete here," Dravid told
Star Sports before the
start of the opening Test at
SuperSport Park.

The batting great said

the team will take a lot of
confidence from the man-
ner in which it bowled on
the last tour two years ago,
when India squandered a
1-0 advantage to lose the
three-match rubber.

"Having said that, we
looked at a lot of stuff and
the way we bowled, I
thought we bowled really
well in the last series
which gives us a lot of con-
fidence that we have the
ability to take 20 wickets
here with the kind of at-
tack that we have."

Dravid added, "You need
a little bit of luck as well
in these conditions, there
are lot of plays and misses,
you want to be the one

playing and missing, and
hopefully, the opposition
edging those same ones. I
think there is a little bit of
luck involved.

"But, as long as you do
your skills well and make
sure that you are putting
the ball in the right area,
as batting with a certain
level of discipline and pa-
tience when it is required,
looking to capitalise when
the ball gets a little bit soft-
er and you are ahead of
the game and recognising
that you you are never 'in'
in these kinds of condi-
tions in South Africa...

"You might feel that you
are in when batting on 34-
40, but really, if you can
convert that into a much
more significant score that
makes a big difference.

"So little things like that
you need to get right
against a really good team
like South Africa, very
strong team in these condi-
tions, who know how to
play well here. I hope that,
over the course of the next
two Test matches, we will
be able to do that."

India will need a little bit of luck to win
series in South Africa: Rahul Dravid

BBeennggaalluurruu,,  DDeecc  2266  ((PPTTII))::

A core group of 34 players will
take part in a senior women's
hockey coaching camp starting
here on Wednesday, aiming to
bolster preparations for the
Olympic Qualifiers in Ranchi and
the Hockey5s World Cup.

The Indian players will be
joining the camp after a short
break from the trip to Spain
after playing against Belgium,
Germany, Ireland and the hosts
in the 5 Nations Tournament.

The Olympic Qualifiers are
set to be played in Ranchi from
January 13-19 in which India are
placed in Pool B along with New
Zealand, Italy and the United
States of America.

The Pool A consists of
Germany, Japan, Chile and the
Czech Republic.

India had produced a domi-
nating performance in the
Jharkhand Women's Asian
Champions Trophy in Ranchi and
will be returning to their happy
hunting ground hoping to con-
tinue with their momentum.

"The 5 Nations Tournament
served as a good litmus test
ahead of the Olympic Qualifiers.
We identified areas for improve-
ment, and we will use this fes-
tive period to dot all the i's and

cross the t's," said Janneke
Schopman.

"The squad is eager to return
to Ranchi after their triumph in
the Asian Champions Trophy.
With the little time left, we will
focus on refining our game to
ensure we are in the best posi-
tion physically, tactically, and
mentally to secure qualification
for the Paris 2024 Olympics."

Team India will then proceed
to Muscat, Oman, wherein they
will take part in the Hockey5s
World Cup from January 24-27.

IInnddiiaa  ssqquuaadd::
Goalkeepers: Savita, Rajani

Etimarpu, Bichu Devi Kharibam,
Bansari Solanki.

DDeeffeennddeerrss:: Deep Grace Ekka,
Gurjit Kaur, Nikki Pradhan,
Udita, Ishika Chaudhary,
Akshata Abaso Dhekale, Jyoti
Chhatri, Mahima Chaudhary.

MMiiddffiieellddeerrss:: Nisha, Salima
Tete, Sushila Chanu
Pukhrambam, Jyoti, Navjot Kaur,
Monika, Mariana Kujur, Sonika,
Neha, Baljeet Kaur, Reena
Khokhar, Vaishnavi Vitthal
Phalke, Ajmina Kujur.

FFoorrwwaarrddss:: Lalremsiami,
Navneet Kaur, Vandana
Katariya, Sharmila Devi,
Deepika, Sangita Kumari,
Mumtaz Khan, Sunelita Toppo,
Beauty Dungdung.

Hockey India names 34 probables
for women’s national camp
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New Delhi, Dec 26 (PTI) 

A charge sheet under
the anti-money laundering
law has been filed in a
probe linked to the alleged
illegal sale of sand, liquor
and land in Jharkhand
through which “proceeds
of crime” worth more
than Rs 14 crore were gen-
erated between 2021-22, the
Enforcement Directorate
said on Tuesday.

The prosecution com-
plaint was filed on
December 16 before a spe-
cial court in Ranchi
under the criminal sec-
tions of the Prevention of

Money Laundering Act
(PMLA).

A dozen entities includ-
ing the main accused
Jogendra Tiwari, compa-
nies like Saran Alcohol
Pvt Limited, Santhal
Pargana Pvt Limited,
Maihar Hotels and
Resorts Pvt Limited and
Rajmahal Traders among
others were named.

The court took cogni-
sance of the charge sheet
on December 23, the fed-
eral agency said in a
statement.

The money laundering
case stems from as many
as 19 FIRs registered by

the Jharkhand Police
against Jogendra Tiwari
and others related to the
illegal sale of sand and
liquor apart from the
fraudulent sale and pur-
chase of land and other
criminal activities, it
said. “Jogendra Tiwari is
engaged in criminal ac-
tivities related to the
trade of sand and liquor
which were in the name
of his close associates. All
of these entities were con-
trolled by Jogendra
Tiwari,” the ED said.

It alleged that proceeds
of crime to the tune of Rs
14.79 crore were “generat-

ed” from these criminal
activities till now.

A substantial portion of
these was allegedly in-
vested in several entities
controlled by Jogendra
Tiwari for “monopolisa-
tion” of the liquor busi-
ness spread across
Jharkhand during 2021-
22. The agency had
searched 32 premises
across Jharkhand, Bihar
and West Bengal in
August, following which
Tiwari was arrested in
October by the ED.

He is currently lodged
in jail under judicial 
custody.

Jharkhand: ED files charge
sheet in ‘illegal’ sand,

liquor and land sale case

TEHRI VISIT

Uttarakhand Chief Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami during his visit to New Tehri, Tuesday.

Mumbai, Dec 26 (PTI) 

The Indian government
has taken serious cogni-
sance of the recent attacks
on merchant navy ships
MV Chem Pluto and MV
Sai Baba, and it will take
strict action against those
behind the attacks by find-
ing them even from the
“depths of seas”, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh
said on Tuesday.

Speaking after the com-
missioning of stealth guid-

ed missile destroyer INS
Imphal, Singh said India
has intensified patrolling
of the seas after the recent
attacks on merchant navy
ships.

“The Indian govern-
ment has taken the drone
attack on MV Chem Pluto
and attack on MV Saibaba
in the Red Sea seriously.
We will find those who ex-
ecuted the recent attacks
on merchant navy ships
even from the depths of
the seas and take strict ac-

tion against them,” Singh
said.

MV Chem Pluto with 21
Indian crew members, was
struck by a drone about
217 nautical miles from
Porbandar on Saturday
following which both the
Indian Navy and the
Indian Coast Guard de-
ployed a number of assets
to provide assistance to
the ship. A Gabon-flagged
commercial crude oil
tanker with 25 Indian crew
members reportedly came
under a drone attack in
the Southern Red Sea.
Indian officials later clari-
fied that the commercial
oil tanker was not an
Indian-flagged vessel.

Meanwhile, Navy chief
Admiral R Hari Kumar
said four destroyers have
been deployed to counter
piracy and drone attacks
on merchant ships.

He said P-8I aircraft,
Dorniers, Sea Guardians,
helicopters and Coast
Guard ships - all have been
deployed jointly to counter
the threats of piracy and
drone attacks.

Will find attackers of merchant navy ships
even from depths of seas: Rajnath

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh with Chief of the Naval
Staff Admiral R Hari Kumar and others during the 
ceremony for the commissioning of stealth guided missile
destroyer INS Imphal into the Indian Navy, in Mumbai,
Tuesday.

Kannauj (UP), Dec 26 (PTI) 

A constable was shot
dead when a police team
that had gone to arrest a
history-sheeter came
under fire from his fami-
ly members, officials
said on Tuesday.

The alleged criminal
and his son were also
shot in the exchange of
fire in Vishungarh police
station area here and
were then sent to a hospi-
tal in Kannauj for treat-
ment, they said.

Police constable
Sachin Rathi (28) sus-
tained a bullet injury in
the incident and was sent
to Kanpur for treatment
where he succumbed to
his injuries,
Superintendent of Police
(SP) Amit Kumar Anand
said. Rathi, who was re-
cruited into the police
force in 2019, was to get
married to another con-
stable this coming
February, his family
members said.

The SP said Ashok
Kumar alias Munna
Yadav was a history-
sheeter with 20 cases
registered against him
and there was a non-bail-
able warrant against
him. On Monday police
received information
that Kumar was at his
home following which a
police team of
Chhibramau and
Vishungarh police sta-
tion jointly laid siege to

the house, Anand told re-
porters.

Kumar, his wife and son
opened fire at the police
team as soon as the police
team arrived at the spot in
Dharni Dheerpur
Nagariya village, the SP
said.

Constable Rathi was
shot in the thigh and was
rushed to Kanpur for
treatment where he suc-
cumbed to his injuries late
in the night, he said.

Family of criminal open fire at police
team, constable killed in encounter

Police personnel shift the body of a constable after his
post-mortem, in Kanpur, Tuesday.

Asansol (WB), Dec 26 (PTI) 

Prompt action by rail-
way officials on Tuesday
averted an accident near
Asansol station after an
overhead mast was
found bent and hanging
by the track.

According to railway
sources, the hanging
mast was noticed this
morning, prompting im-
mediate action. Railway
officials swiftly imple-
mented all necessary
measures, including the
Emergency Power Block
(EPB) to address the situ-
ation.

The timely action by
railway officials also en-
sured uninterrupted
movement of trains.

Sources said that the
incident may have oc-
curred when a door of a
passing goods train was
opened, potentially caus-
ing it to strike the mast
and result in its bending.

A railway press re-
lease said “Eastern
Railway acted promptly
in addressing the
Overhead Equipment

(OHE) mast bend and
hanging incident report-
ed near Asansol East
Cabin. Safety measures
were implemented, al-
lowing line movement
with caution. An
Emergency Power Block
(EPB) was executed suc-
cessfully from Asansol
East Cabin to Kali
Pahari on the Down
Main Line”.

The press release also
highlighted that the
diesel yard pilot played a
crucial role in assisting
the affected Down train
(Bikaner-Howrah), en-
suring a secure depar-
ture along the main line.
It further reported, “A
tower wagon arrived,
and EPB between down
main line starter signal
to Asansol East Cabin
home signal was com-
pleted, enabling train
movement via the down
slow line”.

Kaushik Mitra, Chief
Public Relations Officer
of Eastern Railway said
“We are committed to
the safety and security of
the passengers.”

Prompt action by railway officials avert
accident as overhead mast found bent

New Delhi, Dec 26 (PTI) 

Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge and
party leader Rahul
Gandhi held a meeting
with Bihar Congress lead-
ers here on Tuesday to
discuss the strategy for
the upcoming Lok Sabha
polls, including seat shar-
ing.

Party general secretary
K C Venugopal, Bihar
Congress chief Akhilesh
Prasad Singh, newly ap-
pointed state in-charge
Mohan Prakash, along
with leaders like Ranjeet
Ranjan and Shakeel
Ahmed, were present in
the meeting.

Around 40 leaders from
the state attended the
meeting.

Talking to media after
the meeting, the Bihar
Congress chief said the
RJD-JDU-Congress-Left
alliance will fight the Lok
Sabha polls together, and
a final decision on seat
sharing will be taken in
the meeting of the al-
liance committee of
Congress which is sched-
uled for December 29.

“We held detailed dis-
cussions on the prepara-
tions for the Lok Sabha
elections. We have made
an action plan which will
be taken forward. The dis-
cussion on seats will be
held in the alliance com-
mittee meeting on
December 29,” he said.

The Congress had
fought on nine seats in
2019 Lok Sabha elections.

Asked how many seats
the Congress would fight
on, Singh said they will
be flexible in seat sharing.

“One or two seats may
go here or there...It is not
a problem. Last time we
fought in alliance with
RJD and Left parties, this
time JD(U) is also there,”
he said.

Earlier, in a post on X,
Kharge said, “The Grand
Alliance government in
Bihar is working firmly
as per the expectations of
the people of Bihar. We
are committed to social
justice. For the progress,
prosperity and peace of
Bihar, every Congress
worker is ready to reach
out to the people and live
up to the aspirations of
the people of Bihar.”

Finalising seat sharing
was at the centre of the
recent INDIA bloc meet,
after which the Congress
formed a National
Alliance Committee to
oversee it.

In 2019, out of the 40
Lok Sabha seats in Bihar,
RJD was given 20,
Congress got nine,
Rashtriya Lok Samata
Party (RLSP) fought five,
Hindustani Awam
Morcha (Hum) and VIP
fought three each and
CPI-ML got one seat from
RJD quota.

The Congress had won
one seat, while JD(U),
which was in alliance
with BJP at that time,
won 16. The BJP won 17
seats, and the Lok
Janshakti Party six.

Kharge, Rahul hold meeting with Bihar Congress leaders

Jammu, Dec 26 (PTI) 

The cave shrine of
Vaishno Devi has been
visited by more than 93.50
lakh pilgrims so far this
year the highest footfall
in a decade.

According to the shrine
officials, a total of 93.50
lakh people had visited
the temple in Trikuta
hills in Jammu’s Reasi
district by Monday, sur-
passing the 2013 figure of
93.24 lakh.

“The pilgrimage with
a new record of over
93.24 lakh pilgrims is the
highest in the last ten
years,” Shri Mata

Vaishno Devi Shrine
Board Chief Executive
Officer Anshul Garg
said.

The highest number in
the history of pilgrimage
journey was in 2012, with
1,04,09,569 devotees, fol-
lowed by 1,01,15,647 in
2011. Between 37,000 and
44,000 devotees are em-
barking on the trek to the
shrine every day, Garg
said, adding, he expects
this figure to reach 50,000
by the end of the year.

This year, it is project-
ed that the number of
devotees visiting for dar-
shan of the deity will
surpass 95 lakh, he said.

The shrine has in the
recent past seen a few ad-
ditions in terms of facili-
ties, including a skywalk
at Mata Vaishno Devi
Bhawan a Durga
Bhavan.

The skywalk and a re-
modelled Parvati Bhavan
was inaugurated in
October by President
Droupadi Murmu,

Moreover, the shrine
base camp in Katra now
boasts of a state-of-the-
art call centre which op-
erates round-the-clock
and manages nearly 2,500
calls every day from pil-
grims from across the
world.

Pilgrim count at Vaishno Devi
shrine highest in a decade

Pilibhit (UP), Dec 26 (PTI) 

Unfazed by the presence
of people gathered on
nearby rooftops to watch
the spectacle, a tiger sat on
top of a wall yawning and
basking in the winter sun
on Tuesday, before being
rescued by forest officials
in a village outside the
Pilibhit Tiger Reserve.

Unlike usual man-ani-
mal encounters, this tiger
not older than three years
of age gave ample opportu-
nity to the scores of curi-
ous onlookers who had
gathered in nearby hous-
es, including on terraces,
to make videos that have
since gone viral on social
media.

A forest official said that

the tiger appeared to be
“fit and fine” and was not
bothered by human pres-
ence in such large num-
bers as it had been living
close to human habitation.

The tigress stood on the
wall briefly sat on it as
well seemingly unboth-
ered by the crowd.

The tiger was spotted in
Athkona village, about
four to five kilometres
from the tiger reserve.

Speaking to PTI, Pilibhit
Tiger Reserve Deputy
Director Naveen
Khandelwal said, “We
have rescued the tigress
that was spotted in
Athkona village. It is
under observation by vet-
erinary doctors in the
Pilibhit Tiger Reserve. It is
a young female and is ap-
proximately 2-3 years old.”

He added that the tiger
was spotted in the village

between 3 am to 4 am,
when information about it
was sent to the depart-
ment.

“The tigress was first lo-
calised in the village and
was brought out from the
village on Tuesday morn-
ing (between 10 am and 11
am) after being tran-
quilised,” Khandelwal
said. When asked why the
tiger remained calm de-
spite the presence of
scores of people around it,
he said, “As per my under-
standing and experience,
the tiger is quite young
and has been living close
to human habitations and
was thus not perturbed.”
He added that the tiger
looks to be “fit and fine”.

Khandelwal added that
four darts were fired at the
tiger, of which two missed
it, while one dart was re-
moved by the tiger itself.

Tigress draws huge crowd of onlookers before being rescued
New Delhi, Dec 26 (PTI) 

Rajya Sabha MP and
former chief justice of
India Ranjan Gogoi on
Tuesday posted an old pic-
ture of Vice President
Jagdeep Dhankhar bow-
ing while interacting with
West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata
Banerjee, as he took a
swipe at the Congress for
“making fun” of his
courtesy.

Dhankhar was West
Bengal governor before
he became the country’s
vice president.

“Despite being gover-
nor, he is bowing while
interacting with Mamata
Banerjee. Because it is
his value and he is cour-
teous. Congress leaders
make fun of his courte-
ousness,” Gogoi said on

X. Dhankhar, who is ex-
officio Rajya Sabha
Chairman, had recently
expressed his pain after a
video was shared by
some opposition leaders
that showed him bowing
while speaking to Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi. He said it is his
nature and it does not
matter who is in front
of him.

He had also slammed
some opposition lead-
ers after Trinamool
Congress MP Kalyan
Banerjee mimicked his
mannerisms during a
protest against the
mass suspension of op-
position MPs from
Parliament while for-
mer Congress presi-
dent Rahul Gandhi
filmed the incident.
Kalyan Banerjee later

clarified that he had a lot
of respect for Dhankhar
and that his intention
was not to hurt him. He
defended his action, say-
ing mimicry is an art. He
again mimicked him 
recently.

Ex-CJI Gogoi takes dig at Congress for ‘making
fun’ of Dhankhar’s courteous behaviour
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