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A shopkeeper arranges a
model of Santa Clauz at his
shop ahead of the Chirstmas
celebration, in Kolkata.

Mass gathering

W Thrissur (Ker): Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
will address a mass gath-
ering of two lakh women
from various walks of life
here on January 2. The
meeting has been titled
‘Sthree Shakthi
Samgamam’ and is organ-
ised by the Kerala unit of
BJP to congratulate PM
Modi for successfully
passing the Women’s
Reservation Bill in both
houses of Parliament,
party’s state chief K
Surendran said on Friday.

Pending cases

W New Delhi: Over five crore
cases are pending in various
courts of the country,
including 80,000 in the
Supreme Court, the Lok
Sabha was informed on
Friday. In a written reply,
Law Minister Arjun Ram
Meghwal said as of
December 1, out of the
5,08,85,856 pending cases,
over 61 lakh were at the
level of the 25 high courts.
The district and subordinate
courts accounted for over
4.46 crore cases, he said.

Guard ceremony

B New Delhi: There will be
no change of guard cere-
mony on Saturday due to
the scheduled guard of
honour for the Sultan of
Oman, the Rashtrapati
Bhavan said on Friday.
Oman’s Sultan Haitham
bin Tarik will pay a state
visit to India on December
16 on his first trip to the
country to explore
avenues for future collab-
orations for regional sta-
bility and prosperity.

Worker killed

W Chennai: A 36-year old
worker was killed on
Friday in an explosion at
a firecracker unit in
Virudhunagar district and
Chief Minister M K Stalin
has ordered a solatium of
Rs three lakh to the
kin of the deceased. B
Shanmugaraj died on the
spot following the blast
at the firecracker unit
functioning at
Panayadippatti village in
Vembakkakottai taluk of
Virudhunagar distrct.
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New Delhi, Dec 15 (PTI): The
Supreme Court on Friday
refused to stay the Allahabad
High Court’s decision allowing
a court-monitored survey of
the Shahi Idgah adjoining the

SC refusesto stay survey of Mathuramoscue

Krishna Janmabhoomi temple
in Mathura on an oral plea by
the Muslim side and asked
them to challenge the order by
way of an appeal.

The high court had on
Thursday allowed a court-
monitored survey of the Shahi
Idgah and agreed to the
appointment of an advocate
commissioner to oversee the
survey of the mosque premis-
es. A bench of Justices Sanjiv
Khanna and SVN Bhatti
deferred until January 9 the
hearing on a plea filed by the
Committee of Management
Trust Shahi Masjid Idgah chal-
lenging the May 26 order of the
high court transferring to itself

all matters related to the dis-
pute pending before a Mathura
court. “List the special leave
petition on January 9. All the
contentions and issues will be
considered on the said date. In
case petitioners have any
grievance, it will be open to
them to file a challenge in
accordance with law,” the
bench ordered. The bench told
senior advocate  Huzefa
Ahmadi, appearing for the
mosque committee, who said
the high court has been consid-
ering interlocutory applica-
tions having ‘far reaching ram-
ifications’ in the matter and
passing orders, that the order
of the high court passed on

Parliament security breach case

Delhi court sends mastermind’
to 7-day police custody

New Delhi, Dec 15 (PTI):
A Delhi court on Friday
sent Lalit Jha, arrested in
the Parliament security
breach case, to 7-day cus-
tody of the Delhi Police
that claimed he was the
“mastermind” of the
shocking incident.

Special Judge Hardeep
Kaur remanded Jha in
Delhi police’s custody on
an application moved by
the prosecution, which
said he was required to be
questioned to unearth the
entire conspiracy.

During the brief hear-
ing, the prosecutor told the
court that Jha was arrest-
ed on Thursday night,
after which he was sub-
jected to “detailed interro-
gation”. “He disclosed how

Lalit Jha, key accused in the
recent Parliament security
breach, being produced
at the Patiala House Court, in
New Delhi, Friday.

he is the mastermind of
the entire conspiracy.. He
is required to unearth the

Washout in LS, RS proceedings
amid oppn protest

Rajya Sabha Chairman
Jagdeep Dhankhar conducts
the proceedings in the House
during the Winter
session of Parliament, in New
Delhi, Friday.

New Delhi, Dec 15 (PTI):
Parliamentary proceed-
ings were completely
washed out on Friday after
opposition protests in both
the houses over the securi-
ty breach issue amid de-
mands that Home Minister
Amit Shah make a state-
ment followed by a discus-
sion. While Lok Sabha was
adjourned within mo-
ments after it met for the
day and again till 2 PM and
then within a minute after
that, Rajya Sabha saw sim-
ilar adjournments - first

within minutes of the lay-
ing of papers and Standing
Committee reports and
then again for the day
within a minute of it meet-
ingat2 PM.

This is the third day
when parliamentary pro-
ceedings were disrupted
over the security breach
issue in Parliament. Two
persons jumped in the Lok
Sabha chamber on
Wednesday and opened
yellow smoke canisters in-
side the house, leading to a
scare.

The Opposition is also
protesting the suspension
of 14 MPs - 13 from Lok
Sabha and one from Rajya
Sabha after they raised
their demand for a state-
ment from Shah on the se-
curity breach and a discus-
sion thereafter.

The Opposition has
raised strong objection to
Shah making a statement
at a media conclave and
not coming to Parliament
to give a statement on
“such an important issue”.

entire conspiracy and the
modus operandi,” the pub-
lic prosecutor told the
court while seeking his re-
mand for 15 days.

Police also said he need-
ed to be questioned about a
phone he was using and
has not been traced yet.

Jha, accompanied by a
man, turned himself in at
the Kartavya Path police
station in the national cap-
ital last evening where he
was arrested before being
handed over to the Special
Cell, the specialised count-
er terror unit of the city
police.

Police claimed Jha has
admitted that the accused
met many times to hatch a
conspiracy to breach
Parliament security.

Odisha cash haul

I-T dept winds
off raids

Bhubaneswar/Ranchi, Dec 15
(PTI): The Income-tax depart-
ment raids being carried out
against an Odisha-based dis-
tillery firm owned by a
Congress MP’s family, and
some linked entities, ended
early Friday, capping ten days
of searches and recording the
country’s “highest-ever” cash
haul at Rs 351 crore, official
sources said. The last two I-T
teams left the premises, one
each in Odisha and Jharkhand,
carrying with them a number
of seized “incriminating docu-
ments” and data cloned from
electronic gadgets in the early
morning hours. The searches
against the firm—Boudh
Distillery Pvt. Ltd. (BDPL)—
and its linked entities were
launched last week on
December 6. The taxman also
covered the family house of
Congress Rajya Sabha MP
Dhiraj Prasad Sahu in Ranchi
apart from a number of entities
including distributors and
some hawala operators during
these 10-day-long searches,
they said.

SC asks Maha House speaker to decide
plea for disqualification of MLAs by Jan 10

New Delhi, Dec 15 (PTI):

The Supreme Court on
Friday extended the dead-
line for Maharashtra
Legislative =~ Assembly
Speaker Rahul Narwekar
to decide the cross-peti-
tions filed by the rival fac-
tions of the Shiv Sena
seeking disqualification of
each other’s MLAs from
December 31 to January 10
next year.

The top court, which
granted 10 more days to
the speaker, had earlier
asked him to decide the
disqualification pleas by
December 31, saying the
sanctity of the 10th
Schedule of the
Constitution (disqualifica-
tion law) should be main-
tained.

“The speaker has indi-
cated that the proceedings
will be closed on
December 20 and the
speaker has sought a rea-
sonable extension of time

SC defers hearing on Mahua Moitra’s
plea against expulsion till Jan 3

New Delhi: The Supreme Court on Friday deferred the hearing on
a plea of Trinamool Congress leader Mahua Moitra challenging her
expulsion from the Lok Sabha till January 3 next year. Moitra chal-
lenged her expulsion in the top court after the Lok Sabha adopted
the report of its ethics committee that held her guilty of accepting
gifts and illegal gratification from a businessman. As soon as the
matter was taken up for hearing, a bench of Justices Sanjiv Khanna
and SVN Bhatti told senior advocate Abhishek Singhvi, who was
appearing for Moitra, that the bench had not gone through the
case files and it would like to hear it upon reopening of the court
after winter break, which ends on January 3.

J

for declaration of the
order. Bearing in mind the
time limit, which was set
out by this court in its pre-
vious order dated October
30, was until December 31.
We grant extension of
time for pronouncement of
orders till January 10,” a
bench of Chief Justice D Y
Chandrachud and justices
J B Pardiwala and Manoj
Misra said. At the start of
the brief hearing,
Solicitor General Tushar

Mehta, appearing for the
speaker, sought extension
of the deadline by three
more weeks, saying
around 2.71 lakh pages of
documents have been filed
before him and he has to
examine them before pass-
ing orders. He said no fur-
ther extension will be
sought in the matter as the
speaker is all set to reserve
his orders on December 20
and needs time for deliver-
ing the same.

Thursday has not been formal-
ly challenged before it. Ahmadi
said the high court is entertain-
ing application after applica-
tion even as the issue of its
jurisdiction to transfer to itself
all matters related to the dis-
pute is under challenge before
the apex court. Justice Khanna,
while refusing to interfere with
the high court order passed on
Thursday said, “How can we
stay the order which is not
before us? You challenge the
order, then we will see.”
Ahmadi said the high court
order was uploaded on its web-
site late Thursday evening and
hence they could not file an
appeal. When Ahmadi pointed

out the Supreme Court is
going on a winter break from
Monday and the high court
may pass orders in the matter,
Justice Khanna said, “Please
tell the high court that this
matter is listed on January 9 in
the Supreme Court. That will
be enough.”

Justice Khanna said if the
petitioners still have any griev-
ances related to the dispute,
they can mention them for
urgent listing even during the
winter break after following
the due process. “You know
the procedure for mentioning
the matter during vacations if
any adverse order is passed,”
Justice Khanna told Ahmadi.

New Rajasthan CM Bhajan Lal Sharma
takes charge of office amid vedic chants

Jaipur, Dec 15 (PTI):

The Rajasthan’s new
chief minister Bhajan Lal
Sharma assumed office
amid chanting of vedic
mantras on Friday.

Hours after taking oath
in the presence of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and the BJP’s top leader-
ship in front of iconic
Albert hall, Sharma
reached the chief minis-
ter’s office (CMO) in the
secretariat where he was
received by officers.

BJP state president CP
Joshi, Union ministers

Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat, Arjun
Meghwal, Kailash

Chaudhary, former chief
minister Vasundhara Raje,
former leader of opposi-
tion Rajendra Rathore, for-

BJP leader Bhajan Lal Sharma
takes oath as Rajasthan Chief
Minister during his swearing-in
ceremony, in Jaipur, Friday.

mer BJP state president
Satish Poonia, newly elect-
ed MLAs and former MPs
Rajyavardhan Rathore and
Kirodi Meena were pres-
ent at the CMO.

All of them were said to
be in the race for the post

Rajasthan govt will work hard to live up to
people’s trust and hope: PM Modi

New Delhi: Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Friday said the
new chief minister of Rajasthan, Bhajan Lal Sharma, is a dedi-
cated BJP worker who made commendable efforts to strength-
en the party, and wished him the very best in fulfilling people’s
aspirations. The BJP government in Rajasthan will work hard to
live up to the trust and hope of the people of the state, Modi
said. “Birthday greetings to Rajasthan’s CM Shri Bhajan Lal
Sharma Ji. A dedicated party Karyakarta for years, he has
made commendable efforts to strengthen BJP across the state.

before Bhajan Lal, a first
time MLA, was picked for
the post in the BJP legisla-
ture party meeting on
December 12.

After Sharma sat on the
CM'’s chair, Raje put her
hand on his head to bless
him. In turn, Sharma
stood and offered sweets to
Raje and others. Deputy
CMs Diya Kumari and

Prem Chand Bairwa,
Vasudev Devnani, who has
been named as the new
Speaker of the Rajasthan
Legislative Assembly, and
several MLAs and other
leaders were also present
at the CMO. Earlier,
Deputy CMs Diya Kumari
and Prem Chand Bairwa
also assumed their offices
in the secretariat.
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Decisiontakentofinalise
budgetary proposals from depts

® For the supplementary
budget to be presented
inVs

Raipur, Dec 15: In the sec-
ond cabinet meeting held
on Friday in the state sec-
retariat, discussions were
held to finalise the propos-
als to be taken from differ-
ent departments for the
supplementary budget to
be presented in the pro-

posed winter session of
the state assembly starting
from second week of
December.

In this meeting Dy. CM
duo Arun Sao and Vijay
Sharma and senior offi-
cials were also present.

Ramvichar to be Protem Speaker of Ch’garh Assembly

Raipur, Dec 15: BJP MLA
from Ramanujganj assem-
bly seat of Surguja divi-
sion Ramvichar Netam,
will be the protem speaker
of Chhattisgarh assembly.
Netam will administer

oath to all the newly elect-
ed MLAs in the winter ses-
sion of the Assembly on
19, 20 and 21 December.
Netam defeated Congress
candidate Dr Ajay Tirkey
by 29 thousand 638 votes.

Even before this, Netam
had held many senior posi-
tions. He has also been the
Home Minister in
Chhattisgarh
Government. He has also
been a Rajya Sabha MP.

here on Friday.

| ANNUAL FUNCTION |

Girls performing variety of programmes in the annual function held at Durga College

® Over some
trivial dispute

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 15:
Husband is reported
to have fired shot
against his wife over
some trivial dispute.
It is learnt that due
to some controversy
between the two, the
accused got to infu-
riated that he fired
the shot and after
which his wife was
taken to hospital in
serious condition.
The case is that of
DD Nagar Thana.
As per information
in this regard, the

Husband fires shot on
wife, reported critical

accused is
Shbhankar Nandi
and is an advocate
by profession and
he live in DD Nagar
thana area. It was
on Friday that both
husband and wife
entered into heated
debate and the hus-
band got so much
enraged that he
fired the shot from a
pistol in his posses-
sion.

After this the
woman fell uncon-
scious and she was
taken in serious
condition to a hospi-
tal nearby. The po-
lice has also reached
the site of incident
and is investigating
the matter.

Anti-leprosy drive to be launched in Chhattisgarh soon

® CM directs to pro-
vide quality health
facilities to all citi-
zens and promote
the use of generic
medicines

Raipur, Dec 15: Chief
Minister Vishnu Deo Sai
has directed to provide
quality health facilities to
the people of the state and
improve the ambulance
service-108. Holding a
meeting of the Health
Department and Medical
Education Department at
Mantralaya, Mahanadi
Bhawan here today he
took detailed information
about the schemes run by
the Health Department
and directed to launch
anti-leprosy drive to make
the state leprosy free.

He gave instructions to
ensure availability of
generic medicines in all
hospitals. The Chief
Minister asked to com-
plete the work of the su-
perspeciality hospitals
under construction in
Jagdalpur and Bilaspur by
the month of February at

any cost, so that they can
be inaugurated by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
in March. Deputy Chief
Ministers Arun Sao and
Vijay Sharma and Chief
Secretary Amitabh Jain
also attended the meeting.
Sai said in the meeting
that ambulances should
reach every needy patient
immediately. He instruct-
ed the health department
officials to take immediate
steps for the treatment and
welfare of mentally ill pa-
tients wandering on the

streets and to make
arrangements for their
prompt treatment. The
Chief Minister took infor-
mation about the progress
of various national health
programs in the meeting.
Additional Chief
Secretary of Health and
Family Welfare and
Medical Education
Department, Smt Renu
Pillai informed the Chief
Minister about the current
status of medical colleges,
affiliated hospitals, nurs-
ing colleges and dental col-

leges of the state. She dis-
cussed about the National
Health Mission, Janani
Shishu Suraksha
Programme, Anemia Free
India, Routine
Immunization
Programme, National
Sickle Cell Elimination
Mission, National Urban
Health Mission, Pradhan
Mantri Ayushman Arogya
Mandir, National Leprosy
Eradication Programme,
National Programme for
Control of Visual
Impairment and National
Child Health Programme.
Additional Chief
Secretary Subrat Sahoo,
Secretary Finance
Department Ankit Anand,
Commissioner of Health
Department Dr CR
Prasanna, Medical
Education Department
Secretary P Dayanand,
National Health Mission
Director Bhoskar Vilas
Sandipan, AYUSH
Department Director Ms.

Namrata Gandhi and
CGMSC Managing
Director Chandrakant

Verma and senior officials
of the Health Department
were also present in the
meeting.

Learning Bagger to organise FME Hallway 2023 on Dec 17

@ At MAIC Auditorium,
Raipur

Raipur, Dec 15: Learning
Bagger - a comprehensive
learning community of
Intellectual
Enterpreneurs,
Professional and individu-
als passionate about per-
sonal and business devel-
opment, and actively en-
gaged in seminars, confer-
ences, training, and read-
ing books, which demon-
strates their commitment
to continuous learning
and growth. To bring to-
gether the business com-
munity of Chhattisgarh
and to learn from each
other experience is organ-
ising Future Mindset

Entrepreneur (FME)
President
Droupadi Murmu

greets CM Sai

Raipur, Dec 15: President
Droupadi Murmu extend-
ed her congratulations
and best wishes to Vishnu
Deo Sai on assuming of-
fice as Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister. She expressed
full confidence that under
Sai’s leadership, the state
of Chhattisgarh will
reach new heights of
progress.

Hallway - 2023 on
December 17 at MAIC
Auditorium, Raipur, from
3.30 pm. The event is de-
signed for helping fellow
entrepreneuers to foster-
ing learning and forward-
thinking for their busi-
ness, which will be organ-
ised by Mr Rohit Raj,

Founder Learning
Baggers and supported by
Mr Banke Bihari Agarwal,
Conclave Chairman- FME
Hallway 2023. Chief Guest
of the function will be

Ramesh Agarwal,
Director, Real Ispat Group.
This year Learning

Bagger, Founder, Rohit Raj

will be releasing his book
‘Future Mindset
Entrepreneuer’. This book
is likely to be a valuable re-
source for individuals
seeking insights into
achieving business suc-
cess and cultivating a pros-
perous future mindset.
Rohit Raj over the last 5
years has trained over 100
entrepreneurs to create
massive results and achieve
business and personal suc-
cess and has helped more
than 500 individuals
achieve their personal and
professional goals. He said
that our commitment to
providing valuable content
and fostering a learning en-
vironment has been instru-
mental in the success of
our seminars and confer-
ences.

No political
appointments in
corporations, boards
and commissions

GAD issues order

Raipur, Dec 15: The
new government in
Chhattisgarh is in action
after its formation in the
state. Meetings are being
held and instructions
are being given to offi-
cials. Government
schemes are also being
reviewed. Taking a
major decision in this di-
rection the state govern-
ment abolished the pro-
vision of political ap-
pointments made during
the tenure of the previ-
ous government. GAD
has also issued an order
in this regard. After this
order, people appointed
in the corporations and
boards will have to leave
their posts. Some of
those holding heads of
corporations and boards
resigned with the
change of government,
but some others still re-
mained nominated
members in many corpo-
rations and boards. After
this order of the govern-
ment, everyone will have
to resign.

Poster of ‘Tahi Bane Mor Dulhania’ released today

Raipur, Nov 15: Poster re-
lease of Chhattisgarhi film
“Tahi Bane Mor
Dulhaniya” under the ban-
ner of NV Entertainment
was held on December 15.
Chief guest of the program
was the newly elected MLA
of Dharshiva Assembly,
Anuj Sharma, at Raipur in
which in which eminent
personalities of
Chhattisgarhi film industry,
social and print media par-
ticipated.

The producer and direc-
tor of this film is Mrs.
Neera Verma. She said that
we have released the first
look of this film on
December 10 on all social
media platforms and
YouTube channel of NV
Entertainment. Our whole
effort was to give a better
technical level film experi-
ence to the audience of
Chhattisgarh. For this, we
did all the post production
work of the film at Prime
Focus in Mumbai. The film
is full of action, romance,
comedy and drama. In the
making of the film, we have
taken utmost care and at-
tention at every stage of
film production, she added.

The audience appreciated
the looks of action stars

Dileesh and Anikrti. In this
film, the audience will get to
see tremendous action and
will also see a new look of
super star Anikrti. Jeet
Sharma will be seen in such
a role for the first time as
the main villain of the film.
Action star Dileesh Sahu
and superstar Anukriti
Chauhan are in the lead
roles. Other actors are
Ankitraj Singdeo, Hema
Shukla, Jeet Sharma, Anil
Sharma, Anshul Awasthi,
Pushpendra, Vikram Raj,
Upasana Vaishnav,
Sangeeta Nishad, Pooja
Dewangan and Santosh
Nishad. The music of the
film is very lovely and melo-
dious and is given by Sunil
Soni, Toshant Kumar,

Monica Verma and DJ
Swill. Choreography is done
by Hemanshu Kumar,
Roslyn Dash (Mumbai),
Action Director Anand

Shetty (Mumbai),
Cinematography Pappu
Singh Rajput and

Background Music is given
by Jam 8, Mumbai. The
young creative producer of
this film, Mr. Jyotiraditya
Verma, congratulated the
new government of
Chhattisgarh and expressed
hope that the government
will provide favorable envi-
ronment and facilities to the
producers, directors engaged
in regional Chhattisgarhi
film production as well as
provide subsidy equal to
Hindi movies.

Outcry in Congress after defeat in assembly polls

® Rebel MLAs to
march to Delhi to
complain to National
President

Raipur, Dec 15: The inter-
nal tussle between
Congress in Chhattisgarh
has now reached Delhi. As
many as eight former
MLAs of the state includ-
ing expelled Congress
leader Vinay Jaiswal are
leaving for Delhi. They are
learnt to be preparing for
complaining before the
party national president
against Pradesh Congress
leaders.

Some MLAs are learnt to
have already left for Delhi
in the morning. According
to the information, every-

one is leaving for Delhi
after being assured of time
to meet National President
Mallikarjun Kharge.

Two former MLAs
Brihaspat Singh and Vinay
Jaiswal, who raised ques-
tions on the top leadership
of the state, have been ex-
pelled by the party for six
years in an order issued

Our govt is not prejudiced, it aims to function collaboratively: Sai

Raipur, Dec 15: The Chief
Minister Vishnu Deo Sai
chaired a meeting of secre-
tary-level officers of vari-
ous departments at
Mahanadi Bhawan on
Thursday. In the meeting,
senior officials provided in-
formation on various
schemes that are currently
implemented in the state.
The Chief Minister,
Vishnu Deo Sai, mentioned
the synergy between gover-

tojournalist

Kumudini Agarwal

Raipur: Kumudini Agarwal (Munni) aged 72 years a
resident of Professor Colony, Jora,
passed away last night. The last rites
was performed at Rajendra Nagar cre-
matorium on Friday. She was mother of
Narendra Agarwal, wife of Kripa Ram
Agarwal, mother-in-law of Swati and
Shweta, grandmother of Dinky, Rinky
and Nikki, mother’s elder sister of pho-

Bhupesh Kesharwani,

Kesharwani and aunt of Manoj, Amit and Manish.

Ritesh

nance and administration
and called them the two
wheels propelling develop-

ment. Asserting a commit-
ment to unbiased gover-
nance, he mentioned that

his government will work
with team spirit. He also
shared that administrative
officers are like family to
him.

Deputy Chief Minister
Arun Sao highlighted the
amiable nature of the peo-
ple of Chhattisgarh and em-
phasised the collective re-
sponsibility to realise the
state’s aspirations. Deputy
Chief Minister Mr. Vijay
Sharma underscored the

symbiotic relationship be-
tween citizens, administra-
tion, and governance within
the democratic framework
and expressed his determi-
nation to steer the state to-
wards comprehensive devel-
opment through collabora-
tive efforts.

Chief Secretary Amitabh
Jain, Additional Chief
Secretary Subrat Sahoo,
and secretaries of all de-
partments were present.

National Lok Adalat today

Raipur, Dec 15: A nation-
wide National Lok Adalat
will be organized on
Saturday 16 December 2023
under the aegis of National
Legal Services Authority
(NALSA), New Delhi, to
settle the cases through
mutual conciliation. Lok

Adalat will be organized by
State Legal Services
Authority (SALSA)

Bilaspur in all the district
courts of the state and also

in civil courts on the day of
Lok Adalat. Cases of com-
poundable offences, cases
related to motor accident
claims, cases of check
bounce under 138 NI Act,
cases related to section 125
of Criminal Procedure
Code and matrimonial dis-
putes, cases related to
water tax, property tax,
revenue, cases related to
traffic challan, fare control,
excise and pre-litigation

cases related to bank elec-
tricity, mutual distribution
among account holders in
Revenue Court bench, dis-
tribution among heirs,
pending cases related to re-
covery in Telecom
Department, Municipal
Corporation, Municipal
Council, pre-litigation
case, division on the basis
of memory, motor accident
claim case, bank recovery
case, division on the basis

of possession, cases of pro-
ceedings under Code of
Criminal Procedure 145,
Rent Control Act, cases re-
lated to land rights as well
as sale deed, The cases of
transfer of name on the
basis of donation letter
and testament and all cases
of other nature will be in-
cluded and identified and
resolved through National
Lok Adalat on the basis of
mutual agreement.

yesterday. Both of them
had raised questions on T'S
Singhdeo and the top lead-
ership for the defeat. Vinay
Jaiswal had even accused
the party’s state co-in-
charge Chandan Yadav of
taking money whereas
Brihaspat Singh had
raised questions on
Kumari Selja. The party

had issued notices to both
of them seeking their
reply, after which the party
expelled both of them from
the party on Thursday for
6 years.

Former minister
Jaisingh Agrawal is also
on the target of the party
now. The party has also is-
sued a notice to Jaisingh
Agrawal and sought his
reply within three days.
Allegations were also
made about selective post-
ing of corrupt IPS and IAS
officers in Korba which led
to poll defeat. In such a situ-
ation, now after the notice is
issued, the party is waiting
for the reply of Jaisingh
Agrawal. It is believed that
after the reply comes, the
party can take action in this
matter also.

Shankar Bajaj made Chair of PHD
Chamber of Commerce and Industry,
Chhattisgarh Chapter

Raipur, Dec 15: Shankar
Bajaj, Director, Khyati Pet
Industries Pvt. Ltd.,
Raipur has been appointed

the Chair of PHD
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry

Chhattisgarh Chapter.
Shankar Bajaj thanked the
top leadership of PHD
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry for giving
him this opportunity. Bajaj
said that the state of
Chhattisgarh, famous as
the “rice bowl”, is a state
of infinite possibilities full
of mnatural resources.
There is immense poten-
tial for industrial develop-
ment and expansion in the
state. The major industrial
sectors in the state are
food processing, green
fuel, mining and minerals,

forest produce and
tourism etc.

As a leading industrial
organization, PHD

Chamber of Commerce
and Industry has always
worked keeping in mind
the priorities of the State
Government and will con-
tinue to do so in the future.
He stressed his commit-
ment to accelerate the
membership campaign for
the development and ex-
pansion of PHD Chamber
of Commerce and
Industry Chhattisgarh
Chapter in the state and to
work with the newly elect-
ed government for the de-
velopment of the state.
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In property crimes

Bhilai, Dec 15: Durg
District has registered a
significant reduction in
the incidents of property
crimes. It is the outcome of
the effective working of
Durg District Police under
the leadership of Senior
Superintendent of Police
Ram Gopal Garg. Durg
Police succeeded in recov-
ering almost three times
the amount in property
crimes. Between October
14 and December 14, 2023,
an amount of more than
Rs 88 lakh was recovered
in property crimes. There
was a 21% decline in crime
due to continuous pa-
trolling, bike patrolling,
evening foot patrolling,
night patrolling, morning
patrolling, bank checking
as well as strict action
against goons and miscre-
ants. Under the continu-

ous monitoring and effi-
cient leadership of the
Senior Superintendent of
Police, action is being
taken under community
and preventive policing to
prevent crimes.

Under the community
and preventive policing,
Durg Police led by SSP
Ram Gopal Garg and
Additional
Superintendent of Police
(Durg) Abhishek Jha,

NJCS unions call for
2-day strike in SAIL

Bhilai, Dec 15: The NJCS
trade unions have decided
to go on strike on 29th and
30th January, 2024. A virtu-
al meeting was held be-
tween the national leaders
and plant leaders of
INTUC, AITUC, CITU and
HMS. It was decided to go
on strike simultaneously
in all the units of SAIL on
29th and 30th January. A
strike notice will be given
simultaneously by all the
unions on 12th January.

It needs to be mentioned
here that the wage revi-
sion has not been finalised
and completed even after
two years of the signing of
MoU for the wage agree-
ment of SAIL employees.
The trade unions have
been demanding from the
management for a long
time to complete the wage
revision of the contract
workers also. The de-
mands of the employees
are being ignored by the
management.
Considering the situation,
the national leaders of
INTUC, AITUC, HMS and

CITU Union and the lead-
ers of all the plants dis-
cussed the issue during a
virtual meeting. The lead-
ers said that they will have
to take a strong stand
against the dictatorial atti-
tude of the SAIL manage-
ment. Now, there is no op-
tion left except a strike.
All the unions unani-
mously decided to go on a
two-day strike on 29 and 30
January 2023. Notice of
strike will be simultane-
ously served to all the
units of SAIL on 12

January.
Dr G Sanjeeva Reddy,
BN Choubey, Vansh

Bahadur Singh, Rajat
Dixit, Harjeet Singh, PK
Behera from INTUC,
Tapan Sen, Lalit Mohan
Mishra, SP Dey from
CITU, Harbhajan Singh
Sidhu, Sanjay Wadhavkar,
Rajendra Singh, Pramod
Mishra from HMS;
Ramendra Kumar, D
Adinarayan, Vidyasagar
Giri, and Vinod Soni from
AITUC attended the meet-
ing.

Select the best for NEET
and liT preparations

Bhilai, Dec 15: If you
want to choose the best in-
stitute for NEET and IIT
preparation, there is only
one name in the region -
Kota Study Circle. It is a
coaching institute related
to Rajasthan as well as reg-
istered and ISO certified
by the Government of
India. It is the only organi-
zation you can trust upon
for success. The features

which make Kota
Study Circle differ-
ent from other insti-
tutes are - separate
batches of NEET and
IIT, experienced
team of Kota trained
teachers, Kota study
material, DP, weekly
test, All India Test
Series, school cours-
es as well as competi-
tion preparation,
well furnished AC
classroom, doubt
clearing session, etc.
Admission for class 8, 9, 10,
11, 12 students is given till
a fixed time. Considering
all these advantages, there
is no need to go anywhere
else when Kota Study
Circle is in Bhilai and
Raipur. For more informa-
tion, contact Kota Study
Circle Building No 150
New Civic Center Bhilai
or call 9098534927 .-

Additional
Superintendent of Police
(Rural) Ananth Kumar
and Additional
Superintendent of Police
(Crime) Anurag Jha are
working to prevent proper-
ty related crimes. With
their sustained efforts,
there has been a decrease
in property crimes in the
last 2 months from
14/10/2023 to 14/12/2023.
On comparing the records
of the corresponding peri-
od of the previous year
2022 (from 14/10/2022 to
14/12/2023), it was found
that there has been a 21%
decrease in crimes. In the
year 2023, between
October 14 and December
14, an amount of more
than Rs 88 lakh has been
recovered in property
crimes. Police has been
successful in recovering

more than three times the
amount in property relat-
ed crimes.

There has been an in-
crease in the recoveries of
property crimes in the
year 2023 from 14 October
to 14 December over the
corresponding period over
the last year.

Under the constant
monitoring and efficient
leadership of Senior
Superintendent of Police,
the crime is continuously
declining through contin-
uous patrolling, bike pa-
trolling, evening foot pa-
trolling, night patrolling,
morning bank checking
patrolling and strict action
against goons and miscre-
ants, for the prevention of
crimes. Continuous action
will continue under com-
munity and preventive
policing.

Rikesh urges to plant
Tulsi on Atal Jayanti

Bhilai, Dec 15:
Instead of fancy trees,
Vaishali Nagar MLA
Rikesh Sen has urged

to decorate schools

with Tulsi plants on

the occasion of Atal
Jayanti on December

25. Tulsi Puja and decorating
Tulsi Chaura in the court-
yard is a Sanskar of all of us,
said Rikesh Sen.

MLA Rikesh Sen took an-
other initiative on Friday by
appealing to all the residents
of Vaishali Nagar assembly
constituency to decorate
Tulsi Chaura in their court-
yards and houses. He said
that December 25 is the birth
anniversary of former Prime
Minister Late Atal Bihari
Vajpayee. On this occasion,
instead of fancy trees in
schools, all the children shall
plant Tulsi saplings and deco-
rate them. For this initiative,
MLA Rikesh Sen conducted
discussion with DEO Durg
over phone and gave instruc-
tions in this regard. It needs
to be mentioned here that on
Thursday evening, he got the
fancy tree installed in Surya

Mall Junwani re-
moved and asked to
beautify the place by
planting Tulsi
saplings.

MLA Rikesh Sen
said that our future
and present genera-

tion should know about reli-
gion, culture and tradition.
Most of the children do not
know about Sanatan. “We
will take initiative in this re-
gard before Atal Jayanti by
performing Tulsi Puja and
decorating the Tulsi Chaura
in the houses”, he said.
Rikesh appealed to all the
common people and academi-
cians to celebrate Atal Ji’s
birth anniversary on 25th
December by planting Tulsi
sapling instead of fancy trees
at the main places of the city
as well as the schools etc. He
said that Tulsi plant has rich
medicinal properties and
worshipping Tulsi has great
importance in our Sanatan
Sanskar. Hence the initiative
to preserve and beautify Tulsi
must be taken at every house,
gardens and educational
institutions, Rikesh said.

Bhilai, Dec 15: A vibrant,
enthusiastic and colourful
celebration of 53rd Annual
Sports Meet was held in
Gurunanak English
Senior Secondary School
Sector 6 Bhilai on 15
December. On this occa-
sion Sardar Palvinder
Singh Randhawa, Sardar
Jasbir Singh Chahal
(Chairman Sikh
Panchayat, Durg), Sardar
Kulwant Singh, and
Sardar Tara Singh were
present. The chief guest
unfurled the flag, and for-
mally inaugurated the
function by releasing the
balloons. Balloons released
by the Chairman resem-
bled endless wishes to
achieve success.

The function was hosted
by the school teachers
under the guidance of
Principal Mona Singh. The
chief guest inspected the
parade performed by the
students of Sahibzade Ajit
Singh, Sahibzade Jujhar
Singh, Sahibzade Jorawar
Singh and Sahibzade

Fateh Singh Ji houses.
After the parade, the
March past performed by
the students was an exotic
view and the sign of unity,
discipline and hard work.
PT was performed by pri-
mary kids from class 3 to 5.
The final event of the
sports was relay race and
200 m race. Winners were
awarded with gold, silver
and bronze medals. The
chief guest asked the stu-

dents to give equal empha-
sis on academics as well as
sports. Physical activity is
the integral part and it
plays a major role in the
development of every stu-
dent.

On this occasion the dis-
tinguished guest Sardar
Kulwant Singh (President),
Sardar Gurudev Singh
(Vice President), Sardar
Manjeet Singh (Vice
President), Sardar GS

| GNESSS organises vibrant sports meet

Flora (G. Secretary),
Sardar PPS Ahluwalia
(Cashier), Sardar Baljeet

Singh (J. Secretary),
Sardar Jasbeer Singh (J.
Secretary), Sardar
Harmeet Singh
(Secretary), Sardar
Amardeep Singh
(Treasurer), Sardar
Manjinder Singh
(Member) and members of
Stree  Satsang  were
present.

CPSE Level Vendor Development
& Exhibition Programme concludes

Bhilai, Dec 15: The two-day
Vendor Development cum
Product Exhibition
Programme was organised
at SAIL-BSP, jointly organ-
ised by the Ministry of
Micro, Small & Medium
Enterprises (MSMESs)
Development & Facilitation
Office, Raipur, in collabora-
tion with SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant, concluded on
December 14, 2023. This
CPSE- level Vendor
Development Programme
combined with a Product
Exhibition for MSME Units
took place at the HRD
Centre in Bhilai, on
December 13 and 14, 2023.
Subid Kumar Dey, GM 1/c
(Inspection & Stores) was
the Chief Guest of
Valedictory Ceremony.
Rajeev S, Joint Director
(MSME-DFO) was also pres-
ent on this occasion, along
with Senior Officials of BSP,
and representatives from
prestigious PSUs,
Nationalised Banks, MSEs
and MSMEs. The exhibition

saw participation from rep-
resentatives of prestigious
PSUs and Nationalized
Banks, including BSP,
BSNL, NMDC, PNB, SBI,
RBI, MSME Technology
Centre, Durg, Export Credit
Guarantee Corporation of
India (ECGC), Small
Industries Development
Bank of India (SIDBI) and
CIPET. Representatives
from renowned industries
including Laghu Udyog
Bharti, DICCI, Nida Nagari

SMS-3 celebrating Safety week in a big way

Bhilai, Dec 15: SMS 3 of
SAIL-BSP is celebrating
Safety week from
December 11 to 16, 2023.
The technical cum Safety
Stall was inaugurated by S
Mukhopadhyay, ED
(Projects) on December 14,
2023. ED (Projects) after
visiting all the stalls, said
that the enthusiasm
shown by collective is as-
tounding and that the
team should continue
working with same zeal
and enthusiasm, achiev-
ing the target of zero acci-

dents throughout the year.

As part of this Safety
celebration, various com-
petitions are being organ-
ized. Standout competi-
tions like Best out Of
Waste (BOW) and
Technical cum Safety stall
needs special mention and
appreciation. The team
has put in all effort and
made the event a grand
success.

The stalls by M/s KMC,
M/s Protective General
Engineering Ltd. And M/s
Siemens were adjudged as

the Best Stall securing the
1st, 2nd and 3rd prize re-
spectively and felicitated
by ED (Projects).

Best out Of Waste
(BOW) has seen 54 entries
from various BSP &
Contract employees.
Persons from Associate
companies working in
SMS-3 like, M/s Siemens,
M/s KMC, M/s Protective
General Engineering, M/s
G R Enterprises, M/s VEX
Engg, M/s Lloyds, M/s
VESUVIUS etc. took part
in the competition.

Steel from Bhilai Steel Plant used in construction

Bhilai, Dec 15: SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant has sup-
plied around 15,900 Tonnes
of steel for the upcoming
Mumbai Trans Harbour
Link (MTHL), India’s
longest sea bridge. An engi-
neering marvel, the 21.8
km 6-lane bridge with 16.5
km over sea and 5.5 km on
land that is likely to be
completed in the near fu-
ture, will connect Mumbai
to Navi Mumbai in just 20
minutes. Bhilai Steel Plant
has supplied both TMT
Bars and Plates for use in
construction of the bridge.
Out of the approximately
16,300 Tonnes of steel sup-
plied by SAIL, the total vol-
ume of steel supplied by
Bhilai Steel Plant (BSP) for

use in construction from
2019 to 2023 is 15,883 Tonnes
including 13,803 T of de-
sired grade and dimension
of TMT Bars and 2079 T of
desired grade of steel
plates.

The concrete and steel
bridge will begin in Sewri,
South Mumbai, cross
Thane Creek north of
Elephanta Island and will
terminate at Chirle near
Nhava Sheva. The road
will be linked to the
Mumbai-Pune
Expressway in the east and
to the under-construction
Coastal Road in the west.
The access-controlled ex-
pressway will be 27 meters
in width, in addition to two
emergency exit lanes, edge

strip and a crash barrier.
Construction of the
bridge is nearly complete
and it is expected to be in-
augurated in the near fu-
ture. The Mumbai
Metropolitan Region
Development Authority
(MMRDA) estimates that
70,000 vehicles will use the

bridge daily after it opens.
The Mumbai Trans
Harbour Link is the first
bridge in India to use
Orthotropic steel deck
(OSD) spans for construc-
tion. It involves using steel
plates that are specifically
designed to be strong and
stiff in one direction while

being flexible in other di-
rections. This allows the
steel deck to support heavy
loads, such as vehicles
while remaining light-
weight in comparison to
concrete structure. Use of
OSD reduces assembly
time, allows rapid replace-
ment or rehabilitation of
bridges and allows the
deck to bear vehicular
loads directly.

The MTHL project
comes under the MMRDA.
A consortium comprising
AECOM Asia Company
Ltd, PADECO Co Ltd, Dar
Al-Handasah, and TY Lin
International have served
as general consultants.
The project was built in
four stages or packages.

Stalls by them highlight-
ed their products being
used in plant for safe work-
ing and each stall showed
their own unique method
for training their person
for safe and effective work-
ing.

The programme was de-
signed and coordinated by
Ms Pushpa Ambrose, GM,
SMS-3. The SMS 3 collec-
tive under the leadership
of Shri A B Srinivas,
GM(SMS 3) has organised
the programme success-
fully.-

Sihawa, and BSP Ancillary
Association were also part
of the event. Damodar
Behera, Asst Director,
(MSME-DFO, Raipur) com-
pered the concluding func-
tion, while Rajeev S, Joint
Director (MSME-DFO), pro-
posed Vote of Thanks.

The main objective of the
two-day exhibition was to
provide a platform for
MSMEs, MSEs and CPSEs
to network and facilitate the
development of industrial

relations. Technical ses-
sions from distinguished of-
ficials of different govern-
ment departments and
panel discussions on topics
such as the Registration
process on GeM Portal,
Public Procurement Policy-
2012, Vendor Registration
Process, Procurement
Policy of State Government,
NSIC, KVIC, Enterprise
Registration, MSME Policy,
etc., also took place during
these two days.

Interview for direct recruitment
at Dist Court on Dec 17

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 15: The
Recruitment Committee
of District and Sessions
Court Durg,
(Chhattisgarh) has re-
leased the list of quali-
fied and ineligible candi-
dates as per the merit list
for skill test / interview
for direct recruitment
under Contingency Fund
(Collector Rate).

Applications for the
post of Contingency
Fund were invited by the
Office of District and
Sessions Judge, Durg on
June 09, 2023 for direct re-
cruitment.

The category wise list
of the candidates found
qualified for the said post
as per the merit list has
been released in serial
numbers 01, 02, 03, 04, 05
and 06.

The list of candidates

who were disqualified
due to more than 20 times
candidates, is the list
number 07, List-A (num-
ber 1to 1087).

The list of candidates
who are ineligible due to
having higher qualifica-
tion than 12th is List-B
(number 1 to 566) and the
list of candidates who
are ineligible due to
other reasons is List-C
(number 1 to 288). The
lists have been uploaded
on the website of District
and Sessions Court, Durg
(https://districts.dcourts
.gov.in/durg).

According to the merit
list, the admit cards of
the qualified candidates
will be uploaded soon on
the official website of
District Court, Durg. The
interview for
Contingency Fund will
be held on December 17,
2023.

of India’s Longest Sea Bridge

This included three civil
works packages and one
package for Intelligent
Transport System (ITS),
automated toll collection
system, and electrical
works. Civil construction
is being carried out by
Larsen and Toubro with
IHI Corporation (Japan)
and Daewoo E&C with
Tata Projects Limited
(TPL).

Bhilai Steel Plant has
supplied 12,496 Tonnes of
Grade IS 1786 Fe 500 D
TMT Bars in diameters 10,
12, 16, 20, 25 and 32 mm
from its Merchant Mill and
Modex unit, Bar & Rod
Mill for use in L&T IHI JV
Packages 1 & 3.
Additionally, BSP has sup-

plied 1307 Tonnes of Grade
IS 1786 Fe 500 D TMT Bars
in diameters 20, 25 and 32
mm from its Merchant
Mill and Modex unit, Bar
& Rod Mill for use in
Daewoo TPL JV (Pkg 2).
Bhilai Steel Plant has also
supplied 2079 Tonnes of
Grade IS 2062 E250 BR steel
plates in thickness 16, 20,
25 and 32 mm for use in
construction of the bridge.
Plates supplied from the
Plant’s Plate Mill include
1949 T for L&T IHI JV (Pkg
1) and 130 T for L&T IHI JV
(Pkg 3). It is worth men-
tioning that SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant had supplied
large volumes of TMT
Grade steel for use in con-
struction of Bandra-Worli

Sea Link in Mumbai.
Bhilai Steel Plant has sup-
plied around 2 lakh tonnes
of TMT Bars for use in
construction of upcoming
Ahmedabad-Mumbai
Bullet Train Project. The
Plant has also supplied
steel for a number of proj-
ects of national impor-
tance including major
dams, bridges, tunnels and
numerous other infra-
structure projects. SAIL-
BSP has also supplied steel
for use in construction of
hull of aircraft carrier, INS
Vikrant and other war-
ships of Indian Navy. The
Plant has also rolled out
special steel slabs into thin
plates for use in satellite
launch vehicles of ISRO.
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Raipur, Dec 15: IIM
Raipur recently conclud-
ed a dynamic three-day
discourse organized by its
International Relations
Committee (IRC), show-
casing the institute's com-
mitment to fostering in-
ternational ties and en-
hancing the academic
journey of MBA students.

Professor Ram Kumar
Kakani, Director of IIM
Raipur, discussed global
collaboration and the es-
tablishment of a Joint
Case House during the
event, which took place
from December 11 to 13.

On December 11, the
discussions delved into
strategic global partner-
ships and initiatives
aimed at broadening the
academic horizons for stu-
dents.

The following day, a
remarkable case work-
shop with Dr. Bertrand
Guillotin, a distin-
guished case writer and
Associate Professor at
the Fox School of
Business and
Management, provided
invaluable insights into
teaching case craft.

This session not only
enhanced comprehen-
sion but also reinforced
the institute's commit-
ment to quality MBA
pedagogy, setting the
stage for a culminating
session on "Emerging
Trends in International
Business, Adding Value
to Your MBA Journey"
on December 13, featur-
ing Dr. Guillotin's dis-
tinguished talk.

Dr. Navneet
Bhatnagar,
Chairperson of the IRC
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Dynamic three-day discourse organised at IIM

Energy Conservation Day celebrated in SAGEMS

Central Chronicle News

Bemetara, Dec 15:
Energy Conservation Day
was celebrated today in
Swami Atmanand
Government Shivlal
Rathi English Medium
School (SAGEMS),
Bemetara.

On this year's theme -
'For your better tomor-
row, save energy today', a
drama was staged by the
students of primary
classes of the school and
the children of secondary
and pre-secondary classes
presented their ideas
through painting and slo-
gan writing and showed
the importance of energy
conservation.

On this occasion, all the
children and teachers of
the school made people
aware about energy con-
servation through a rally
from the school premises
to the new bus stand.

On this occasion, all the

teachers of the school and
the school principal
Sudesha Chatterjee were
present. At the end of the
program, the school prin-
cipal, Sudesha Chatterjee,
while explaining the im-
portance of energy, in-

formed the children
about the national
achievements in various
fields of energy conserva-
tion, and inspired them to
adopt energy conserva-
tion as a practice in their
daily lives.

Dr Hota participates in Principal’s conclave

@ Heldin New Delhi
about the deliberation
on the Board's
Examinations

Central Chronicle News

Bemetara, Dec 15: Dr. Satyajit
Hota, Principal, Allons Public
School, Bemetara, Chhattisgarh
nominated by the Regional Office,
Bhubaneshwar, Odisha, partici-

pated in a meeting as a panel
member in group held in New
Delhi on Dec 12, (Tuesday) 2023
about the deliberation on the
Board's Examinations as per the
invitation by Dr. Sanyam
Bhardwaj,  Controller  of
Examinations, CBSE New Delhi.
There was a discussion about the
implementation of the two exami-

nations of NEP, 2020 and it will be
available soon in the website of
the CBSE. He also participated in
the 'Charcha Chai per with Dr.
Sanyam Bhardwaj, the Controller
of the Examination, CBSE, New
Delhi. His speech was worthy &
meaningful giving direction to the
coming examination with the
panel members of the meeting.

Committee, extend-
ed a warm welcome
to the esteemed
guest. During the
session, Dr. Guillotin
emphasized the im-
portance of strategic
planning and its im-
pact on individual
lives and global sce-
narios.

Drawing on his ex-
tensive experiences,
he shared insights
from his MBA jour-
ney, highlighting the
significance of mak-
ing life-altering deci-
sions by considering
their broader impli-
cations.

He encouraged the
audience to embrace
adaptability, learn
from mistakes, and
emphasized the
value of making a
positive global im-

pact through dedicated
efforts.

In a reflective dialogue,
Dr. Guillotin recounted
his unconventional path,
including a year in the
military and a stint in the
technology industry.

Advising students to
avoid stagnation, he un-
derscored the signifi-
cance of humility and the
pursuit of excellence.
The Q&A session that fol-
lowed allowed students to
engage with Dr.
Guillotin, posing insight-
ful questions that added
depth to the dialogue.

As a token of apprecia-
tion, Dr. Parthasarathi
Banerjee presented Dr.
Guillotin with a momen-
to, symbolizing the grati-
tude and respect of the
academic community for
his valuable insights and
contributions.

B.Ed students foster
inclusivity with ‘third
gender community’

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 15: Pt.
Sunderlal Sharma's sec-
ond-year B.Ed. student
teachers, under the guid-
ance of Principal Pushpa
Kispotta, engaged in a
meaningful workshop at
Government BEd
College. As part of a com-
munity participation ini-
tiative, they reached out
to the "third gender com-
munity" residing at
Garimagrih in Sarona.
This interaction pro-
vided student teachers
with insights into the
daily lives of the third
gender community mem-
bers. Understanding their
experiences and struggles
is expected to positively
shape the perception of
B.Ed. students towards
the "third gender commu-
nity." Moreover, this en-
deavour could mark a sig-
nificant milestone in fos-
tering societal acceptance
and support for the third
gender community, lead-
ing to enhanced opportu-

nities in education and
livelihood for third gen-
der individuals. The pro-
gram, led by Satish
Tiwari, featured valuable
contributions from Dr.
Lata Mishra, Yogeshwari
Mahadik, and Dr. Rachna.
All the B.Ed. student
teachers from Pt.
Sunderlal Sharma partic-
ipated enthusiastically.
The program included
the presentation of fruits,
essential supplies, and
gifts to the "Third Gender
Community;," followed by
a warm and cordial lunch
together.

Sai pays tribute

to Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel

Raipur: Chief Minister Vishnu Deo Sai paid tribute to the India's
first Deputy Prime Minister and Home Minister, Bharat Ratna
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel on his death anniversary, December
15. Chief Minister Mr. Vishnu Deo Sai stated that Sardar Patel is
known as the Iron Man for his strong determination.
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Kurud people celebrates

Navleen Kaur performs
admirably in Archery competition

Mahasamund, Dec 15:

The National School
Sports Competition 2023-
24 unfolded in
Gandhinagar, Gujarat,
with promising young
archers from
Mahasamund showcasing
their talent on the nation-
al stage. In the Indian
Round held from
December 9th to 10th,
Navleen Kaur, represent-

ing Swami Atmanand
English School in
Baghbahra, Chhattisgarh,
demonstrated impressive
skills in the 19-year-old
girls category.

Meanwhile, in Gujarat
itself, the National School
Sports Competition for 14-
year-old boys and girls is
taking place from
December 13th to 14th.
The state team embarked
on their journey on

December 11th. Toran
Yadav from Middle School
Khopli Bagbahra has been
selected for the Indian
round, while Devika
Yadav from Bhoring
School secured her place
in the 14-year-old girls’ cat-
egory in the compound
round. They will proudly
represent Chhattisgarh in
the competition.

Prior to the national
event, a 3-day training

camp was organized in
Kondagaon district to
hone the skills of the se-
lected state team in
archery sports.

It’s worth noting that
after competing at the de-
velopment block level, dis-
trict, division, and state
levels, these young
archers have earned their
spots at the national com-
petition. The division
level competition was held
at Government Higher
Secondary School in
Bhoring, Mahasamund,
while the state level com-
petition took place in
Kondagaon district.

The young athletes re-
ceived warm wishes and
appreciation from various
dignitaries, including
Mita Mukherjee, District
Education Officer, Satish
Nair, Assistant Director,
Anjali Barmal, Assistant
Sports Officer, and several
others, who expressed
their happiness and best
wishes for their success.s
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coronation of CM Sai

Kurud, Dec 15:

Former Nagar
Panchayat President and
District BJP Vice
President Ravikant
Chandrakar extended
heartfelt congratulations
on behalf of the Kurud as-
sembly constituency, cele-
brating the election of
Chhattisgarh’s first tribal
Chief Minister, Vishnu
Deo Sai.

In his message,
Chandrakar not only ap-
plauded the achievement
but also conveyed grati-
tude to the nation’s Prime
Minister, Narendra Modi,
the central leadership, and
the state’s citizens. He em-
phasized that this victory
is a testament to the tire-
less efforts of Bharatiya
Janata Party workers, re-
sulting in the formation of
the BJP government in the
state.

Chandrakar described
Chief Minister Sai as a
leader with simplicity, ap-

proachability, humility,
and vast experience, all of
which bode well for the
state’s populace. He also
extended his congratula-
tions to Deputy Chief
Ministers of the Bharatiya
Janata Party, Arun Sao
and Vijay Sharma.

Under Chief Minister
Sai’s leadership, it is antic-
ipated that all sections of
Chhattisgarh will experi-
ence development. The
government has an-

Give top priority to resolving revenue cases within the time limit: Dayaram

m Collector holds
review meeting of
revenue officers

Jagdalpur, Dec 15:

Collector Vijay
Dayaram K said in the re-
view meeting of the rev-
enue officers in the Prerna
Room of the Collectorate
on Wednesday that the rev-
enue officers should con-
centrate on carrying out
the work related to elec-
tion and paddy procure-
ment along with their core
work. Give top priority to
resolving revenue cases
within the time limit and
resolve the cases promptly
by hearing them continu-
ously in the court. The

Collector asked all the rev-
enue officers and employ-
ees to discharge their
basic duties with full re-
sponsibility. While review-
ing the revenue cases,
Collector Shri Vijay said
that the pending cases
whose time limit is about
to expire should be re-
solved quickly on priority.
He asked for updated
progress in resolving is-
sues like demarcation,
transfer and division etc.
Instructions were given to
take action to remove en-
croachment on govern-
ment land. The Collector
also asked to speed up the
disposal of criminal cases.
He took information re-
garding the operation of
Public Service Centers in
all the tehsils and gave in-

Public reps, officials and citizens
watch live CM’s oath ceremony

Jagdalpur, Dec 15:

The live telecast of
the swearing-in ceremo-
ny of the new Chief
Minister of
Chhattisgarh state
Vishnu Dev Sai and cab-
inet members Deputy
Chief Ministers Arun
Sao and Vijay Sharma
was watched by local
public representatives,
officials and distin-
guished citizens. During
this, Collector Vijay
Dayaram, CEO District
Panchayat Prakash
Sarve, Municipal
Corporation
Commissioner Haresh
Mandavi, local public
representatives and offi-
cers-employees of the
district administration
and a large number of
distinguished citizens

27 quintals of paddy seized
and action taken under Mandi Act

Manendragarh, Dec 15:

As per the instructions
of the state government,
paddy is being purchased
at support price in the dis-
trict under the Kharif
marketing season 2023-24
and on the instructions of
Collector Narendra
Kumar Dugga, continuous
investigation of paddy
procurement is being done
including ensuring

smooth arrangements for
paddy procurement in the
district.

Strict monitoring is
being maintained on ille-
gal paddy transportation
in the border areas of the
district, as a result of
which the investigation
teams have seized about 27
quintals of illegal paddy
last night from pickup
number MP 18 GA 2010
coming from Kothi of

Madhya Pradesh state.
The said seized paddy is
being handed over to the
procurement center in
Kelhari and action is
being taken under the
Mandi Act and Paddy
Procurement Policy 23-
24.Assistant Food Officer
Jatin Dewangan said that
during the intensive inves-
tigation by the investiga-
tion team formed under
the guidance of the
Collector monitoring the
state border, the cargo ve-
hicle number MP18 GA
2010 was caught transport-
ing illegal paddy in
Manendragarh district,
which belongs to Dinesh
Sahu, resident of
Manwari. Food Inspector
Sadanand Paikra, Praveen
Mishri and local police
were present during the
investigation.

were present.
Necessary arrange-
ments were made by in-
stalling LED screens in
the Shyama Prasad
Mukherjee Auditorium
(Town Hall) of the
Municipal Corporation
Jagdalpur to watch the
live telecast of this
swearing-in ceremony
held at the Science
College grounds in the
capital Raipur.

It is noteworthy that
necessary arrange-
ments were made in the
gram panchayats in-
cluding the urban bod-
ies of the district to
watch the live telecast of
the said swearing-in cer-
emony. During this, citi-
zens and villagers
showed great enthusi-
asm to watch this swear-
ing-in ceremony.

structions to ensure better
service delivery through
Public Service Centers.
Emphasizing on monitor-
ing the paddy procure-
ment work with full dedi-
cation, the Collector said
that proper arrangements
should be made for paddy
procurement and priority
should be given to the
paddy procurement of
small farmers.

Strict surveillance
should be maintained in
the border areas and
prompt action should be
taken to stop transporta-
tion of illegal paddy.
Under the special brief re-
vision program of the
electoral roll with photo-
graphs, he added the
names of new voters in
the electoral roll as per the

eligibility date 01 January
2024, especially focusing
on the youth of college,
polytechnic, ITI and high-
er secondary schools, in-
cluding the names of
transferred and deceased
voters. Instructions were
given to receive and re-
solve claims and objec-
tions in a timely manner
for the proceedings of
deletion, other amend-
ments etc.

During the meeting,
Additional Collector CP
Baghel, Corporation
Commissioner Shri
Mandavi along with Joint
Collector posted in the dis-
trict, Sub-Divisional
Officer Revenue, Tehsildar
and Naib Tehsildar and
land records officers were
present.

nounced ambitious plans,
including housing for 18
lakh underprivileged fam-
ilies, a two-year bonus for
farmers, and various
other important initia-
tives, set to commence on
December 25th.

Moreover, the govern-
ment’s commitment to ac-
celerating development
projects in Dhamtari dis-
trict was emphasized.

In line with government
instructions, a live telecast

of the oath-taking ceremo-
ny of the newly elected
government and the hon-
orable Chief Minister took
place on December 13, at
the Raja Chakradhar
Singh Auditorium
Building in Depot Garden
Ward No. 14. The event
saw the presence of distin-
guished citizens, public
representatives, and civic
officials, marking a mo-
mentous occasion in
Kurud’s history:.

Village Barethtola hosts
thrilling two-day sports event

Dongargaon, Dec 15: A Sankul
level children’s sports competi-
tion lit up the spirits of young ath-
letes on December 12th and 13th
in the village of Barethtola, near
Kokpur. The event, graced by a
Regional MLA during its inaugura-
tion, witnessed outstanding per-
formances by children across pri-
mary and secondary schools. The
competition garnered support
from the local community, with
former Sarpanch Kripal Singh
Korram, Advocate Shivcharan
Verma, Village Patel Srivastava

Mandavi, Panch  Devaram
Mandavi, and numerous teachers
and villagers in attendance. At the
government primary school level,
Kirghatola secured the coveted
first position, while
Shikarimahaka clinched the top
spot in the secondary school cate-
gory. Principal Narendra Kumar
Sahu and teacher Manish Kumar
Kumbhkar, along with the
esteemed guests, extended warm
congratulations to the young
champions for their remarkable
achievements.

2.63 lakh MT paddy procured in 129 PPC

B In Bemetara district;
DO of 2.22 MT issued

Bemetara, Dec 15:

In the last month of
paddy procurement
which started from Nov 1
for the Kharif marketing
year 2023-24 in Bemetara
district, till now 2 lakh 63
thousand 823 metric
tonnes (MT) of paddy has
been purchased at sup-
port price. Paddy is being
procured by 102 coopera-
tive societies in 129 paddy
procurement centers of
the district. Collector
Padum Singh Elma is
continuously inspecting
the paddy procurement
centers (PPCs) and tak-
ing information about
paddy purchase and lift-
ing and is also giving nec-
essary guidelines so that
farmers do not face any
problem in selling paddy.

Health checkup and veterinary
camp organized in village Damakdih

Kareli badi, Dec 15: Budeni
seven-day special camp, under
the guidance of NSS Program
Officer Raju Ram Sahu and
Assistant Program Officer
Chandra Shekhar Nishad, in
the veterinary camp in village
Damkadih from 9 am to 11 am.
Student volunteers participat-
ed in the veterinary camp
under the guidance of Dr.
Lekhram Kanwar and Dr.
Dhruv.

Through this medium, they
learned about the type of cat-
tle, how to vaccinate them,
how to give them medicine,
they went door to door and
helped in vaccination and from
11 am to 1 pm, Dr. Khublal ji
and doctors of Health Center

Hasda No. 1 conducted health
check up, HB, Blood Group
test, sughr, BP. A test was con-
ducted in which the students
got their blood test done and
cooperated in the camp and
were given medicines for com-
mon diseases. In the intellectu-
al session, V.P. Chandra,
Principal  SHAS.  Higher
Secondary School, Singapore
and D.K. Sahu, Asst. Prof. Diet
Nagari, student volunteers
presented inspirational
thoughts on various aspects of
life of great men who achieved
success despite their difficul-
ties and the formulas of a suc-
cessful life and advised chil-
dren to read inspirational
books.

Paddy is being lifted
rapidly from the paddy
procurement centers of
Bemetara district. The of-
ficers in charge are con-
tinuously inspecting the
paddy procurement
arrangements in the
paddy procurement cen-
tres. On the first day on

Nov 1, the tokens of 448
registered farmers were
cut. On the first day, 18501
quintals of paddy was
purchased from 409 farm-
ers. District Food Officer
Nitish Trivedi said that
the process of contract-
ing with 40 millers for
lifting and custom

milling of procured
paddy has been complet-
ed so far and the total pro-
curement till Dec 14, 2023
has been 263823 MT. DO
issued so far is 222719 MT,
lifting in DO 140486 MT,
lifting remaining in DO
82233 MT, remaining
stock in centers 123337
MT in which the percent-
age of purchase is 28%
and transportation is 53
%.

He said that till now
procurement worth Rs
576.37 cr has been made,
in which 53606 farmers
have been benefited.
Payment confirmed to
43988 farmers, amount is
Rs 475.88 cr. The Food
Officer said that gunny
bags are available in all
the centers of the com-
mittees and proper
arrangements have been
made to ensure that the
farmers do not face any
kind of problem.

All district officers should gear up for
implementation of VBSY: Collector

Manendragarh, Dec15:

District Collector
Narendra Kumar Dugga
and District Panchayat
CEO Dr. Ashutosh
Chaturvedi held a meeting
of district officials in the
District Collectorate to en-
sure successful and better
organization of “Vikas
Bharat Sankalp Yatra”
(VBSY) in the district. .
During this, while giving
information about the ob-
jectives of ‘Vikas Bharat
Sankalp Yatra’, the
Collector said that apart
from making the informa-

tion about the ambitious
schemes of the govern-
ment available to the gen-
eral public, efforts should
also be made to make the
deprived Dbeneficiaries
benefit from these
schemes, as the program
will be organized in rural
and urban areas as per the
prescribed route.

The Collector instructed
the urban bodies and
gram panchayats of the
district to prepare a de-
tailed action plan for or-
ganizing the yatra . For
this, he said nomination of
nodal officers at various

levels, discharge of re-
sponsibilities, coordina-
tion, formation of commit-
tees, training of officers,
establishment of control
and coordination room at
the district level, route
chart of the van for public-
ity, preparation before the
arrival of the van, should
be done as per schedule.
As per the instructions of
the Collector, a district
level committee has been
formed in the district and
Nodal officers have also
been appointed for the im-
plementation of the pro-
gram.



® Onex-PMImranKhan's
plea challenging
disqualification in
Toshakhana graft case

Lahore, Dec 15 (PTI):

The Lahore High Court
on Friday issued notice to
Pakistan’s top election
body on former prime
minister Imran Khan’s
plea challenging his five-
year disqualification in
the Toshakhana corrup-
tion case which would pre-
vent him from contesting
general elections in
February.

A five-member bench
also said it would first de-
cide on the jurisdiction of
the petition before it was
formally heard but in the
absence of the lawyer rep-
resenting the Election
Commission of Pakistan
(ECP), adjourned the hear-

ing not before issuing a no-
tice to the poll body:

The ECP had on August
8 disqualified Khan, 71,
currently lodged in Adiala
Jail at Rawalpindi, follow-
ing his conviction in the
Toshakhana corruption
case for concealing details
of the gifts he received
during his tenure as the
prime minister.

Khan wants his petition
to be heard on an urgent
basis as he wants to run
for the general elections,
the date for which has
been announced as
February 8 by the ECP,

Earlier, a trial court at
Islamabad had found him
guilty of “corrupt prac-
tices by hiding the benefits
he accrued from the na-
tional exchequer willfully
and intentionally.”

On August 29, the
Islamabad High Court
(IHC) had suspended
Khan’s sentence in the
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Pak court notice to top election body

case. “In a petition filed
earlier this month, the for-
mer prime minister said
the ECP, despite his clear
explanations for the
Toshakhana gifts, illegally
de-seated him as a
Member of the National
Assembly (MNA) from
Mianwali’s NA-95 con-
stituency and directed that
a complaint be filed
against him under the
Elections Act 2017,
Dawn.com reported.

Khan was elected to the
National Assembly from
Mianwali in Punjab
province in 2018. He had
also asked the court to set
aside his disqualification
for being unlawful so that
he could contest the up-
coming general elections.

Last week, a senior
judge of the high court
had referred the petition
to the larger bench as it al-
ready seized an identical
matter relating to the ECP

proceedings against the
former chairman of the
PTI, the report said.

Barrister Ali Zafar ap-
peared in the court on be-
half of Khan when the
bench headed by Justice
Shahid Bilal Hassan and
comprising Justice Shams
Mahmood Mirza, Justice
Shahid Karim, Justice
Shehram Sarwar
Chaudhry and Justice
Jawad Hassan, took up the
plea.

Justice Bilal noted that
the bench would first de-
cide on the jurisdiction of
the petition before it was
formally heard. He in-
quired about the lawyer
representing the electoral
body and was later told
that the ECP counsel was
on leave. The judge then
said that it would be inap-
propriate to hear the case
in the absence of the
lawyer, the newspaper
said.

Pakistan’s SC issues notice to ex-ISI DG

@ Insacking of
Islamabad High
Court judge in 2018

Islamabad, Dec 15 (PTI):

Hearing a case filed by a
sacked high court judge
about his dismissal from
service in 2018, Pakistan’s
Supreme Court on Friday
issued a notice to former
ISI chief Lt Gen Faiz
Hameed to explain his po-
sition but spared ex-Army
chief General Qamar
Javed Bajwa.

Former Islamabad High
Court (IHC) judge Shaukat
Aziz Siddiqui was sacked
by President Arif Alvi in
2018 after a high-level con-
stitutional body recom-

complex, in London.

mended his removal for
making a scathing speech
against the Inter-Services
Intelligence (ISI),
Pakistan’s top spy agency.

While addressing the
Rawalpindi District Bar
Association on July 21,
2018, Siddiqui alleged that
the ISI was manipulating
judicial proceedings to con-
stitute a panel of judges to
get favourable decisions.

A five-member larger
bench of the court led by
Chief Justice of Pakistan
Qazi Faez Isa while hear-
ing the case issued notice
to Hameed and three oth-
ers but refused to notify
Bajwa with observation
that he had prime facie
nothing to do with the case.
Siddiqui on Thursday sub-

| SADHBHAVNA EVENT |

Indian Minorities Foundations Sadhbhavna Event in the House of Commons

mitted a plea to the court to
make Bajwa, Hameed, and
four others a party to the
case. The others include
former brigadiers Irfan
Ramay and Faisal Marwat,
former IHC chief justice
Anwar Kasi and former
IHC registrar Arbab Arif.

The court also refused to
issue notices to Ramay,
Kasi, and Arif, saying that
they were not related to the
case. Later, the court ad-
journed the hearing with-
out fixing a date for the
next hearing.

When the five-member
bench of the court, led by
Chief Justice Isa, took up
Siddiqui’s case for hearing
on Thursday, he had ob-
served that Siddiqui
should make those persons

Pakistan needs to mend its
relationship with India: Sajid Tarar

Washington, Dec 15 (PTI):

The leadership of
Pakistan needs to get rid of
the fear that they would
lose their political equity
and goodwill if they im-
prove ties with India, a
prominent  Pakistani-
American businessman
has said as he advocated
for better bilateral ties.

“The ball is in
Pakistan’s court to (build
trust with India. (Prime
Minister Narendra) Modi
is a very strong leader,”
Sajid Tarar, also a strong
pro-Trump Republican
Party leader told PTI in an
interview.

“In the past, he (Modi
took a big political risk to
travel to Pakistan when he
travelled to the home of
(the then prime minister)
Nawaz Sharif. It was a
very bold step taken by
him and he’s a very strong
leader. I'm a big fan of
his,” Tarar said.

Tarar, also the founder
of American Muslims for
Trump organisation, said
that “the leadership of
Pakistan needs to get rid of
the fear that they would
lose their political equity
and goodwill if they im-
prove ties with India.”

“I have travelled to India
many times. I have a
strong bondage with it.
Strong relationship with
India. There is so much
love and so much bondage.
We have been living in this
sub-continent together for
centuries,” he said.

He said Pakistan’s lead-
ership to take some bold
steps and work towards in-
creasing trade and
tourism with India.

“Trade with India is a
matter of survival for
Pakistan. The leadership
needs to take bold steps in
the national interest,”
Tarar said. Pakistan, he
noted, is currently in isola-
tion. Pakistan needs to im-
prove its ties with India,
Afghanistan and Iran as
well. “It needs to balance
its ties with China,” he
said. In addition to an in-
crease in trade, there is a
great scope for building re-
lationships in the fields of
education, health and
tourism, he said.

“We need to take baby
steps to build trust be-
tween the two countries.
Pakistan needs to take
India into confidence in its
major areas of concern
about cross-border terror-
ism,” he said.

as respondents to the case
who he claimed ap-
proached him to influence
a favourable outcome in a
case.

Lt Gen Hameed was the
Director General of the ISI
between 2019 and 2021 and
was the head of the ISI’s
Counter Intelligence Wing
from January 2017 to April
2019 when Siddiqui was
sacked in 2018.

Siddiqui made headlines
in 2018 due to his contro-
versial speech targeting
the ISI. However, he soon
found himself in hot wa-
ters and was removed in
the same year by the
Supreme Judicial Council
following complaints that
he was guilty of miscon-
duct.

Police headquarters comes
under attack in Pakistan

part in the sporting event.

| TRADITIONAL CHRISTMAS RUN|

Children dressed in Santa Claus hats run from the start line of the traditional Christmas run along the streets of
Vilnius, Lithuania. The festive run attracts many hundreds of people to the capital dressed as Santa Claus to take

Ballistic missile fired from rebel-held
Yemen strikes cargo ship in Red Sea

Dubai, Dec 15 (AP):

A Dballistic missile
fired from rebel-held ter-
ritory in Yemen struck a
Liberian-flagged cargo
ship Friday in the Red
Sea near the Bab el-
Mandeb Strait, an as-
sault that apparently
sought to target a vessel
struck earlier, a U.S. de-
fense official said.

The official identified
the vessel as the MSC
Palatium III and said it
remained unclear if any-
one was hurt. The mis-
sile apparently was
aimed at the Al Jasrah,
which was set on fire by

a projectile earlier
Friday, the official said.
Another missile
launched in the salvo
missed both ships.

The official spoke on
condition of anonymity
to discuss intelligence
matters. MSC, the ves-
sel’s operator, did not im-
mediately respond to a
request for comment.
The Iranian-backed
Houthi rebels in Yemen
did not immediately ac-
knowledge either attack.

The attacks further es-
calate a campaign by the
Houthi rebels, who have
claimed responsibility
for a series of missile as-

saults in recent days that
just missed shipping in
the Red Sea and its
strategic Bab el-Mandeb
Strait. The attacks are a
response to the Israel-
Hamas war and the
pounding air-and-
ground offensive target-
ing the Gaza Strip,
though the links to the
ships targeted in the
rebel assaults has grown
more tenuous or nonex-
istent as the attacks con-
tinue.

The private intelli-
gence firm Ambrey also
confirmed the earlier at-
tack on the Al Jasrah.

“The projectile report-

edly hit the port side of
the vessel and one con-
tainer fell overboard due
to the impact,” Ambrey
said. “The projectile
caused a fire on deck’
which was broadcast
via” radio.

The British military’s
United Kingdom
Maritime Trade
Operations, which moni-
tors Mideast shipping
lanes, also acknowledged
the first attack, warning
vessels to exercise cau-
tion. The UKMTO said
there had been no re-
ported casualties from
the attack on the Al
Jasrah.

® 3policemen killed

Peshawar, Dec 15 (PTI):

At least three policemen
were Killed and as many as
injured after militants at-
tacked a regional police
headquarters in a former
Taliban stronghold in
northwest Pakistan on
Friday, three days after ter-
rorists Killed 23 soldiers in
the same region. The attack
occurred at the Police Lines
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s
Tank district. A “terrorist
blew himself up in a suicide
bomb” and that the “huge
attack was thwarted”, the
Dawn newspaper quoted
Tank District Police Officer
Iftikhar Shah as saying. He

said that all contingents
present in the Police Lines
were evacuated safely and
that a search operation was
underway after alerts of the
presence of more militants
in the area. The attack was
claimed by a new militant
group, Ansarul Jihad. The
firing was continuing be-
tween the police and terror-
ists. The attack comes days
after at least 23 soldiers
were Killed and more than
30 others injured after mili-
tants belonging to the
Tehreek-i-Jihad Pakistan
(TJP), a newly formed mili-
tant group that is an affili-
ate of the banned Tehreek-i-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP),
stormed a compound used
by the military in Dera
Ismail Khan.

515 injured in a Beijing rail collision as
heavy snow hits the Chinese capital

Beijing, Dec 15 (AP):

Two subway trains col-
lided in heavy snow in
Beijing, sending 515 people
to the hospital, including
102 with broken bones, au-
thorities said Friday. The
accident occurred

Thursday evening in
Beijing’s mountainous
west on an above-ground
portion of the sprawling
subway system’s
Changping line.

Slippery tracks prompt-
ed automatic braking on
the leading train. A train

following from behind was
on a descending section
and went into a skid and
was unable to brake in
time, the city transport au-
thority said in a statement
Friday on its social media
account. Emergency med-
ical personnel, police and
transport authorities re-
sponded, and all passen-
gers were evacuated by
about 11 p.m., it said.
Twenty-five passengers
were under observation
and 67 remained hospital-
ized on Friday morning, the
authority said. Unusually
heavy snow that began
falling on Wednesday has
prompted the suspension of
some train operations and
school closures. Alerts re-
main in place for icy roads,
extreme cold and further
snowfall.

Gunmen kill 11 people, injure several others

Dubai, Dec 15 (AP):

Suspected members of a
separatist group Kkilled 11
people and injured several
others in a nighttime attack
on a police station in south-
eastern Iran, state TV said
Friday. The deputy gover-

nor of Sistan and
Baluchistan province, Ali
Reza Marhemati, said sen-
ior police officers and sol-
diers were killed in the 2 am
attack in Rask town, about
1,400 kilometers (875 miles)
southwest of Tehran. He
said police Killed several of

the attackers in a shootout.
State TV blamed the attack
on Jaish al-Adl, a separatist
group. In 2019, Jaish al-Adl
claimed responsibility for a
suicide bombing on a bus
that killed 27 members of
Iran’s Revolutionary Guard
force.
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Parliament Breach
A Wake-Up Call

he security breach in India's new Parliament complex is

nothing short of a wakeup call. Less than three months
after hosting its first House session, the sanctity of this sym-
bol of democracy was compromised when two intruders
jumped into the Lok Sabha hall from the visitors' gallery and
opened smokKe canisters. This incident not only exposed glar-
ing security vulnerabilities but also sent shockwaves through
the nation. It is inconceivable that such a breach could occur
in a state-of-the-art building designed to house the highest leg-
islative body of the world's most populous democracy. The fact
that it happened on the anniversary of the 2001 Parliament at-
tack, a dark chapter in our history that claimed the lives of
nine security personnel and staff, adds a sinister dimension to
the incident. The sequence of events surrounding this breach
paints a disheartening picture of lessons not learned from the
past. Security lapses of this magnitude should be a cause for
concern and introspection. As we approach the upcoming par-
liamentary elections, it is inevitable that this incident will
have political repercussions, with allegations and counter-alle-
gations dominating the discourse. What is even more alarm-
ing is the audacity displayed by the intruders in causing chaos
within the hallowed halls of Parliament on a day dedicated to
paying tribute to the martyrs of the 2001 attack. The Lok
Sabha Secretariat's suspension of eight security personnel for
lapses and the initiation of a probe by the Ministry of Home
Affairs are steps in the right direction. The intruders and their
accomplices have been arrested and booked under the
Unlawful Activities Prevention Act (UAPA), highlighting the
gravity of the situation. However, this incident should be a cat-
alyst for comprehensive reforms in parliamentary security.
The current security system must be dismantled and replaced
with a professional force capable of safeguarding the highest
institution of our democracy. The fact that these intruders
gained access to the gallery through visitor passes arranged
by a Member of Parliament (MP) is an indictment of the laxity
in our security protocols. MPs often entertain requests for vis-
itor passes from their constituents, as per parliamentary
rules. However, MPs are required to certify that they personal-
ly know the visitors and take full responsibility for them. It is
clear that due diligence was not exercised by the MP and their
staff during the application process. Moreover, the fact that
the intruders managed to bring in smoke canisters demon-
strates criminal negligence on the part of those responsible
for security. If these security gaps are not addressed promptly,
they could be exploited by terror groups and other anti-India
elements, posing a significant threat to national security.
There should be zero tolerance for any lawmaker's irresponsi-
ble conduct that jeopardizes Parliament's physical or digital
security. It is a wake-up call that should prompt comprehen-
sive reforms and stringent measures to ensure that such inci-
dents do not recur in the future.

Road Safety

A Perennial Challenge
Dr Ganapathi Bhat

I ndia's roadways, particularly its highways and interior

roads, have long been plagued by a dire issue that contin-
ues to take a heavy toll on human lives. The staggering statis-
tics paint a grim picture: more than one lakh lives lost to road
accidents last year, and around three lakh individuals left
maimed or injured during the same period. These numbers
translate to roughly four hundred fatalities daily and over a
thousand road accidents occurring on average each day in our
country. The distressing reality is that India consistently
maintains its unenviable top-ranking position globally in road
accidents. What makes these statistics even more poignant is
that a significant seventy percent of road accident victims fall
within the working-age group of 18 to 45 years. The loss of
these individuals, who are often creative contributors to their
families and society, is not merely a personal tragedy but also a
significant setback for our nation. Corruption has been a
major roadblock to achieving safe and secure travel on our
roads. Disregard for established rules and regulations in
awarding contracts has been a persistent issue, with far-reach-
ing consequences. Substandard roads are just one facet of the
multifaceted problem contributing to these casualties. The
competence of drivers themselves leaves much to be desired,
which is a direct consequence of the lax approach to granting
and renewing licenses. Regular assessments of a driver's capa-
bilities, a crucial factor in preventing accidents, should be un-
dertaken. Likewise, periodic examinations of older vehicles
are imperative. While the government has made strides in ex-
tending safety audits to more sections of national highways,
this effort alone falls short of what is required. In recent times,
accidents on flyovers in major cities have been on the rise.
Regulating speed and identifying over-speeding drivers on fly-
overs are pressing concerns. The conspicuous absence of po-
licemen raises questions about enforcement. Proper signage
on flyovers is essential, as are adequately high parapet walls
and medians on either side of the road for safety. Winter fog
poses a significant challenge to drivers, impairing visibility
and creating illusions of slow vehicle movement. During such
conditions, the use of low beam lights and fog lamps becomes
paramount. Failing to display parking indicators while park-
ing on highways should be considered a violation. Two-wheel-
ers are also significant contributors to road accidents. The
mandatory use of helmets for both riders and pillion passen-
gers must be enforced nationwide. In two-wheeler accidents,
the head, followed by the chest and abdomen, are vulnerable to
severe injuries. Seatbelts are equally crucial for car occupants,
serving to minimize secondary impacts by maintaining pas-
senger positions. A report has indicated that the failure to
wear seatbelts was directly or indirectly linked to 16,000 casu-
alties in 2022. Modern cars now come equipped with seatbelt
facilities for every occupant. Rear seatbelts, in particular, have
been proven to reduce injuries by approximately 75 percent
and deaths by roughly 25 percent. It is imperative that drivers
understand that safety goes beyond mere comfort.
Additionally, the issue of drunk driving warrants the govern-
ment's attention, necessitating measures to restrict the road-
side availability of liquor. The Supreme Court's 2017 order,
which banned wine stores and bars within 500 meters of na-
tional highways, was a step in the right direction, albeit poorly
implemented and later retracted by the court.

Central Chronicle invites articles, write-ups, and comments on a wide range of
issues for our editorial page. Submissions should be between 800-900 words in
length. In addition, we welcome letters to the editor for this page. While letters
may be edited for clarity, we aim to preserve the integrity of the original message,
and ask that they be kept to around 50-60 words. Submissions can be sent via
email to editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com.

| VIJAY DIWAS CELEBRATION |

Indian Air Force personnel perform a drill during the "Military Tattoo' show to celebrate 'Vijay Diwas', at the Victoria
Memorial in Kolkata, Friday, Dec. 15.

Swachch Urja resolution a reality in Madhya Pradesh

M adhya Pradesh is mak-

ing an excellent contri-
bution in the resolution for
the environmental protection
of the world battling with
burning issues like climate
change and global warming.
The state has witnessed a rise
in solar energy by 54 percent
and wind energy by 23 percent
in the last 11 years, in the field
of renewable energy.
Presently 5500 MW of green
energy is being produced.
This has resulted in reduction
of 10 million tonnes of carbon
emissions, which is equiva-
lent to 170 million trees.

Due to the constant hard
work of New and Renewable
Energy Departmental, today
Madhya Pradesh is not only
one of the leading states in the
country in renewable energy
production, but work is being
done on many big projects
here. Investors from the coun-
try and abroad are keen to in-
vest in the green projects of
Madhya Pradesh. The state of-
fers attractive incentives to re-
newable energy generating
companies with a customized
package for mega industries.
The incentive policy also pro-
vides for exemption in state
electricity duty and energy

PROF. SUNIL GOYAL

development cess. Rewa Solar
Project, one of the world’s
largest solar projects, has
been dedicated to the nation
on July 2020. Work on the first
phase (278 MW) of the world’s
largest 600 MW Omkareshwar
Floating Solar Project has
also started.

Madhya Pradesh, which is
rapidly making its mark in
green energy production in
the country and abroad, has
recorded many achievements
in the last four years. Agar-
Shajapur-Neemuch Solar
Project (1500 MW) develop-
ment work has started. For
this, the country’s lowest rate
of Rs 2.14 per unit has been
received in the bid. The coun-
try’s unique renewable ener-
gy policy 2022 has been made
in the state. In this, special
provision has been made for
green hydrogen, pump hydro,

solar wind hybrid etc.
Not only this, the technical
study of 2950 MW

Omkareshwar, Chhatarpur
and Morena projects has been
completed. So far 20 thousand
787 solar pumps have been in-
stalled for farmers.
Developers of 142 MW Kusum
‘S’ projects have been selected
in the state which is highest

in the country. Madhya
Pradesh ranks second in the
country in contracts with 90
MW projects in Kusum A’.
Out of these, 3 MW capacity
has been established in
Tikamgarh and Sagar.

Madhya Pradesh is also the
only state in the country to
have initiated the unique Urja
Saksharta. Approximately 14
lakh citizens have joined the
campaign so far. Till date a
total of 36 MW rooftop solar
plants have been installed in
more than 3500 premises by
various government, institu-
tional and domestic con-
sumers which shows that the
state is becoming aware. The
tender for the state’s first 750
MW solar wind hybrid project
is in the process of approval.
By May 2023, the implementa-
tion of the state’s first solar
city Sanchi will also com-
mence.

Base rich in natural re-
source are also available in
Madhya Pradesh with im-
mense possibilities of renew-
able energy production. The
climatic conditions are
favourable for wind and solar
energy. The state has a poten-
tial of 820 MW of small hydro,
11 GW of wind, 61 GW of
solar and 11 GW of biomass
energy. Madhya Pradesh re-
ceives one of the highest lev-
els of solar radiation. This
makes it one of the best states
in the country to set up solar
power plants. Its solar capaci-
ty is up to 6.2 KWh/sqm/day.
There is about 3 thousand
MW gross wind potential.
The biomass capacity is about
1400 MW.

Madhya Pradesh has set a
target of supplying 20,000

MW of green energy by the
year 2030 to neighbouring
states from renewable
sources, along with construc-
tion of a solar power plant in
the Chambal region. The first
of its kind solar power project
has been set up at Bina in the
state by the Indian Railways
in collaboration with BHEL.
Due to this, railway engines
will get solar energy directly.

Madhya Pradesh is a part of
the Green Energy Corridor.
Private partnership is being
encouraged in the develop-
ment of projects along with
ease of doing business, sup-
portive policies, regulatory
environment and power utili-
ties in the state to harness
about 30 GW of energy poten-
tial from various sources.
Major investors in the renew-
able energy sector include
Mahindra Susten, Spring
Energy, Athena, ACME Solar,
Avada, Greenco, O2 Power
Pvt. Ltd., NTPC, Solar Arise,
Tata Power, Inox Wind,
Kshema Power and Infra-
Structure Company.

According to the World
Bank and the Department for
Promotion of Industry and
Internal Trade, Madhya
Pradesh has achieved the
Achievers’ category in EODB.
Investor-friendly policy, trans-
parency and conducive envi-
ronment for business have at-
tracted eminent industrial-
ists from India and abroad for
investment.

Author is an Eminent Social
Scientist, Columnist, and
Professor of DoHE, GoMP
based at Indore, Madhya
Pradesh.

Email gasspub@gmail.com
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Parliament Breach

On the anniversary of the
2001 Parliament attack, two
individuals breached securi-
ty in the new Lok Sabha
chamber, releasing yellow
smoke canisters. This shock-
ing incident highlights seri-
ous security lapses in the
heart of India's democracy.
The ease with which intrud-
ers entered Parliament rais-
es questions about security
protocols and the commit-
ment of MPs and guards to
ensuring safety.
Strengthening  security
measures, including sealing
off the visitor gallery from
the main arena and in-
stalling shatter-proof glass,
is imperative to prevent
such incidents in the future
and protect our national rep-
resentatives.

Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee,
Faridabad

Caste card in CM picks

The surprise choices
made by the Bharatiya
Janata Party high command
for the chief ministerial
posts in the three states
where it recently won elec-
tions -Chhattisgarh, Madhya
Pradesh and Rajasthan -
make it clear that it is the
writ of the prime minister,
Narendra Modi, that now
runs in the party. Our
Constitution has declared
India to be a secular state; it
prohibits discrimination on
the grounds of caste, colour,
creed or religion. However,
recent political moves ap-
pear to go against the spirit
of a secular state. The deci-
sions are aimed at garnering
SC, ST and OBC votes,
rather than focusing on the
welfare of the people.

Karan Singh, Chennai

Major Breach

The security breach that
took place on the anniver-
sary day is part of the fail-
ure of Parliament's security
agencies. This serious inci-
dent must be investigated. It
is very unfortunate that
such an incident happens in
a place where the govern-
ment of the country is run-
ning.

Jahangir Ali, Mumbai

Terror in the Bag

The Parliament security
breach on Wednesday was
well-coordinated, meticulous-
ly planned and carried out by
six accused, five of whom
have been nabbed, police
sources said on Wednesday.
The conspirators should be
identified and given strict
punishment. This is a mat-
ter of country's security. It
said that the accused who
jumped into Parliament had
the 'guest pass' of BJP MP
from Mysore Pratap Simha.
If it is true, that means BJP
is all set by this kind of ac-
tivities for 2024 general elec-
tion. The matter is consider-
able. Explicit lawsuit must
be taken against these ter-
rorists.

TKR.Noori, Mumbai
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Expulsion of Dissent and Democracy

SujitDe

M ahua Moitra's recent
expulsion from
Parliament over allegations
of involvement in a cash-for-
query scandal has raised sig-
nificant concerns about the
state of dissent and democra-
cy in India. Moitra is widely
recognized as one of the
standout parliamentarians
who fearlessly champions the
concerns of the people within
the legislative halls. Her out-
spoken criticism has extend-
ed to issues like crony capital-
ism, communalism, rising in-
tolerance, inflation, and un-
employment. As an opposi-
tion Member of Parliament
(MP), she consistently posed
vital questions to the govern-
ment, which is fundamental
to the functioning of a parlia-
mentary democracy.

The allegations against
Moitra were based on two af-
fidavits, which she argued
contradicted each other.
While one affidavit, filed by a
BJP MP and an advocate, ac-

cused her of accepting
money from a businessman
in exchange for raising ques-
tions in Parliament, the
other affidavit by the busi-
nessman claimed that she
pressured him to upload
questions for her personal
gain. In the aftermath of her
expulsion, Moitra expressed
frustration that the Ethics
Committee had seemingly ig-
nored this glaring contradic-
tion. If such inconsistencies
exist between the testi-
monies upon which her
charges were based, they
should have been thoroughly
examined, as they nullify
each other.

It's worth recalling the
events of December 2005
when Parliament voted to
expel 11 MPs, including six
from the BJP, three from the
BSP, one from the RJD, and
one from the Congress. They
were ousted following a sting
operation by an online news
outlet that exposed these
MPs accepting cash in re-
turn for raising questions in

Parliament. Despite clear ev-
idence against these MPs,
the BJP chose to stage a
walkout in protest at that
time. One BJP leader even re-
marked that expulsion was a
more severe punishment
than the offense itself.

In Mahua Moitra's case,
she has consistently main-
tained that there is no evi-
dence whatsoever of her ac-
cepting money. Her expul-
sion from Parliament would
indeed be a miscarriage of
justice if there were no sub-
stantial proof against her.
She argued that the recom-
mendation for expulsion was
primarily based on her shar-
ing log-in details for the Lok
Sabha, emphasizing that
there are no specific rules
against sharing such infor-
mation. However, it is essen-
tial to remember that MPs
are expected to gather ques-
tions from citizens and rep-
resent these concerns in
Parliament, as they are the
elected representatives of
the people. This disparity in

treatment, evident in the dif-
ferent responses to the 2005
and 2023 cases, is also evi-
dent in how a BJP MP who
used vulgar and communal
language against an opposi-
tion MP on the floor of
Parliament faced no conse-
quences despite undeniable
audio-visual evidence.

A similar situation unfold-
ed with Rahul Gandhi, who
consistently demonstrated
his commitment to raising
vital issues in Parliament.
He vehemently criticized
policies that favoured crony
capitalists and the large-
scale write-off of bank loans
for wealthy business individ-
uals. Nevertheless, he faced
legal action and expulsion
from Parliament over a com-
ment he made during an
election rally in Karnataka
in April 2019. Subsequently,
he had to fight a legal battle
to regain his parliamentary
position.

These cases of parliamen-
tary expulsions are not isolat-
ed incidents. They are part of

a broader pattern where dis-
senting voices are targeted
and silenced. Noble laureate
Amartya Sen, despite his ad-
vanced age, faced a land dis-
pute over a small piece of his
ancestral home in
Santiniketan. Renowned au-
thor Arundhati Roy, a vocal
critic of hate speech, crony
capitalism, lynching, and
campus violence, was recent-
ly charged under anti-terror-
ism laws for a speech deliv-
ered 13 years ago in 2010 dur-
ing a seminar in New Delhi.

When we connect these
dots, a disturbing picture
emerges—one that is in-
creasingly hostile to dissent,
a fundamental element of a
thriving democracy. In a
democracy, dissent is not
merely tolerated; it is cele-
brated as the lifeblood that
nourishes the foundations of
our society. Protecting the
right to free speech and pro-
moting healthy dialogue
should be paramount in up-
holding the values of democ-
racy in India.




BRIEF

Body scanners

B New Delhi: Full body
scanners are expected
to be installed at the
Delhi airport by May
2024, a senior official
said on Friday.
Besides, Computed
Tomography X-ray
(CTX) machines
whereby passengers
will not be required to
remove electronic
items from their hand
baggage during the se-
curity check are also
anticipated to be in-
stalled by May next
year. The Bureau of
Civil Aviation
Security (BCAS)
Director General
Zulfiquar Hasan on
Friday said the dead-
line for installing the
full body scanners and
CTX machines at cer-
tain airports is being
extended. The dead-
line for installing the
full body scanners at
airports with more
than 10 million annual
passenger traffic is
December 31.

Coal block

B New Delhi: The
Centre has formally
allocated a coal block
in Jharkhand to NLC
India Ltd, the state-
owned entity said on
Friday. 0The PSU had
emerged as successful
bidder for North
Dhadu (Western Part)
mine in Latehar dis-
trict of Jharkhand
under commercial
auctions held in
August. “The vesting
order (for coal blocks
was) issued by
Secretary (Coal) to
NLC India Ltd in the
ceremony conducted
on December 14, 2023,”
NLC India Ltd said in
afiling to the BSE.

Pivotal moment

¥ New Delhi: India is at
a pivotal moment in
its history and will
partner the US in in-
novation and job cre-
ation, Chairman
Emeritus of USnet-
work gear maker
Ciscodohn T
Chambers said. “India
will keep tracking to-
wards ultimately be-
coming the number
one economy in the
world,” Chambers
said in a post on
LinkedIn. Chambers
said India is at a piv-
otal moment in its his-
tory and will drive
growth and opportuni-
ty in the years to come.

Exports decline

B New Delhi: India’s
exports declined by
2.83 per cent to USD
33.90 billion in
November this year
compared to USD
34.89 billion a year
ago, government data
released on Friday
showed. Imports also
declined to USD 54.48
billion in the month
under consideration,
as against USD 56.95
billion recorded in
November 2022. The
country’s trade deficit
in November stood at
USD 20.58 billion.

New Delhi, Dec 15:

President Droupadi
Murmu said the depend-
ence on fossil fuels is defi-
nitely decreasing, but fos-
sil fuel-based energy is
also essential for India.
India has always worked
as aresponsible country in
the field of clean energy,
Murmu said, addressing
the National Energy
Conservation Awards 2023
function here. “But we
have also been making it
clear from time to time
that the dependence on
fossil fuel is definitely de-
creasing but fossil fuel-
based energy is also essen-
tial in our country,” she
stated. India is promoting
clean coal technologies so
that the processes of coal
extraction and use become
more efficient and envi-
ronment friendly, she
noted. It is the result of
our commitment towards
the environment that
India has moved from 30th
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Fossil fuel-based energyalso India at 14th spot in housing price rise
essential for India: President InJul-Sep with 5.9 pc growth: Report

to 7th place in the ranking
of the Climate Change
Performance Index in a pe-
riod of ten years, she said.
The President opined
that the health and happi-
ness of all of us lie in the
conservation and good
health of nature. “If we
make optimal utilisation
of the available resources,
everyone’s energy and
other needs will be ful-
filled without unnecessary
pressure on nature and
Mother Earth,” she said.
Along with optimal utili-

sation, all stakeholders
will have to promote ener-
gy efficiency and innova-
tion. Energy-saving meas-
ures have to be used on a
large scale, she suggested
and highlighted that ener-
gy saving is energy pro-
duction, and this message
is very wuseful. The
President presented the
National Energy
Conservation Awards 2023
and National Painting
Competition on Energy
Conservation prizes in the
national capital on
Thursday (December 14,
2023) on the occasion of
National Energy
Conservation Day.

She said that in the 21st
century, the world commu-
nity will have to remain
continuously active in en-
hancing energy efficiency
and increasing the use of
renewable energy. “We
have to increase the pro-
duction of energy from
wind, solar and small and
micro hydro projects.

New Delhi, Dec 15:

India jumped 18 places
to 14th rank in home price
appreciation globally in
September quarter, with
nearly 6 per cent price rise
year-on-year, according to
Knight Frank India. Real
estate consultant Knight
Frank’s Global House
Price Index tracks nomi-
nal and real price growth
across 56 countries in local
currencies. Turkiye is at
number one position with
an annual 89.2 per cent ap-
preciation, followed by
Croatia (13.7 per cent),
Greece 11.9 per cent,
Colombia 11.2 per cent and
North Macedonia 11 per
cent. “Annual global house
prices continue to rise de-
spite central banks’ efforts
to combat inflation
through higher interest
rates. Average annual
price growth stands at 3.5
per cent, closely approach-
ing the pre-pandemic ten-
year average of 3.7 per
cent,” Knight Frank said.

Patanjali plays an important role
in MSME sector: Narayan Rane

Path to country’s development passes through the villages: Acharya Balkrishna

New Delhi, Dec 15:

In the context of the
contribution made by
Patanjali in the develop-
ment of rural areas,
MSME and taking govern-
ment schemes to every vil-
lage, Acharya Balkrishna
Ji Maharaj met the Union
Cabinet Minister,
Ministry of Micro, Small
and Medium Enterprises,
Government of India,
Narayan Tatu Rane and
Bhanu Pratap Singh
Verma, Minister of State
for Micro, Small and
Medium  Enterprises,
Government of India. in
New Delhi and had a de-
tailed discussions. During
the talks, Minister

Narayan Rane praised the
service work being done
by Patanjali under the
leadership of ‘Pujya
Swami ji’ and said that
there is a need to play a
bigger role by Patanjali
for the development of the

village. Patanjali is com-
mitted to the development
of villages and country
and has an important
role in the MSME sector
also.

On this occasion,
Acharya Balkrishna ji

India welcomes return of
Venezuelan oil to market: Puri

New Delhi, Dec 15:

India, the world’s third
largest oil consuming and
importing nation, wel-
comes the return of
Venezuelan oil to the mar-
ket after sanctions on the
Latin American nation
were eased, Petroleum
Minister Hardeep Singh
Puri said. Without saying if
India has resumed pur-
chases from Venezuela, he
said some refiners in the
country have the capability
to process heavy crude oil
produced in the Latin
American nation. India
last imported Venezuelan
crude in 2020. The US
Treasury Department in
October partially lifted
sanctions on Venezuela’s
oil and gas sector. The par-
tially lifted sanctions are
through a new six-month

license authorising trans-
actions in the country’s oil
and gas sector. The license
is to be renewed only if
Venezuela can meet com-
mitments leading to fair
voting in the next year’s
presidential election. “We

always buy from
Venezuela. We have always
bought stuff from
Venezuela. It’s when

Malabar Gold & Diamonds
unveils ‘Mine Diamond Festival’

Mumbai, Dec 15:

Malabar Gold & Diamonds,
the global jewelleryretailer, is
unveiling ‘Mine  Diamond
Festival’, an exquisite show-
case of the finestdiamond jew-
ellery from its popular sub-
brand, Mine Diamonds. This
highlyanticipated campaign
will take place from December
8th to January 14th at all its-
stores and in the cities of NCR,
Punjab, Haryana, and Uttar
Pradesh from January 5thto
February 11th. As part of the
festival, customers can enjoy
up to 25% off ondiamond value
and 100% value on exchange of
old Mine diamond jewellery.

At Mine Diamond Festival,
customers can explore a
diverse range of diamondjew-
ellery, including solitaire, party
wear, casual picks, and bridal
choices. Thecollection includes
statement neckpieces, stun-

ning earrings, delicate studs,
and rings.Malabar’s extensive
product portfolio caters to all
age groups, making it a pre-
ferredjewellery brand in the
country.

M.P. Ahammed, Chairman of
Malabar Group, adds, “In our
relentless pursuit ofelegance
and exclusivity, we invite our
patrons to embark on a pro-
found explorationof Solitaire
pieces at Malabar Gold &
Diamonds.

Crafted with meticulous pre-
cision,these pieces transcend
adornment to elevate eternal
unions with beauty andunfor-
gettable memories. Solitaire
rings, with their minimalist
allure and a centraldiamond,
symbolise profound meaning
for couples. Our ‘Mine
Exclusives’ showcasedistinc-
tive diamond pieces meticu-
lously designed to elevate the
wearer on everyoccasion.

Venezuela came under
sanctions that they were
not able to supply,” Puri
told reporters here.

He said many refineries,
including Indian Oil
Corporation’s (I0C)
Paradip refinery in Odisha
is capable of processing
the heavy Venezuelan oil
into fuels such as petrol
and diesel. “We will buy,”
he said. Some Indian refin-
ers have already secured
supplies from Venezuela.
Tapping the Latin
American nation will help
India further diversify its
import basket which cur-
rently is heavily dependent
on the Middle East and
Russia. I0C, HPCL-Mittal
Energy Ltd (HMEL) and
Reliance Industries have
reportedly secured 4 mil-
lion barrels of Venezuelan
oil for delivery in February.

said that MSMEs, which
are called the backbone of
the Indian economy,
Patanjali has an impor-
tant role in this sector. He
said that we are proud
that Patanjali’s services
extend from the inaccessi-
ble mountains of
Uttarakhand to the vil-
lages of North East. We
have opened the doors of
prosperity by creating em-
ployment opportunities in
remote and backward
areas and stopped migra-
tion from  villages.
Acharya ji said that the
path of development of
the country passes
through the villages,
hence we have to enrich
our villages.

Among the 56 markets
monitored, 35 experienced
annual price growth,
while 21 witnessed price
decline. “India climbed 18
spots to 14th rank in the
global house price index in
Q3 2023. The price in-
crease of 5.9 per cent year-
on-year (YoY) in Q3 2023
(quarter ended September
2023),” the consultant said.
The remarkable growth in

India’s residential market,
despite the challenges of
higher home loan rates as
well as threats of inflation,
has largely been the result
of stable economic growth
which has lent itself to
providing greater finan-
cial security to end-users,
it noted. “In light of an in-
creased interest cost envi-
ronment stemming from
heightened inflation lev-

els, the robust domestic
economic fundamentals,
and the escalating aspira-
tional attributes of resi-
dential real estate, are
driving heightened de-
mand among homebuyers
in prominent residential
markets within the coun-
try,” Knight Frank India
Chairman & Managing
Director Shishir Baijal
said.

Furthermore, he said
the upsurge in urbanisa-
tion is providing addition-
al momentum to infra-
structure development,
paving the way for emerg-
ing residential hubs in
urban centres of India.
Hyderabad-based realty
firm Poulomi Estates MD
Prashant Rao said the
housing demand and
prices have improved post-
COVID. “Several factors
contributed to the rise in
property prices, including
pent-up demand, a desire
to upgrade, a willingness
to spend more for better
and modern amenities.

Murthy flags fake news about
him; urges public to be cautious

New Delhi, Dec 15:

Infosys co-founder NR
Narayana Murthy called
out “fake news items”,
which claimed he en-
dorsed automated trading
applications and warned
the public not to fall for
such fraudulent claims.

He also slammed “fake
interviews” that used
“deepfake pictures and
videos” of him. In a series
of posts on X, Murthy
drew the attention of the
public to false content
being put out by malicious
sites and products or serv-
ices being sold fraudulent-
ly using his name and
urged people to report any
such instances to the con-
cerned regulatory authori-
ties. “In recent months,
there have been several

| MOUSIGNING |

fake news items propagat-
ed via social media apps
and on various webpages
available on the internet,
claiming that I have en-
dorsed or invested in auto-
mated trading applica-
tions..named BTC Al
Evex, British Bitcoin
Profit, Bit Lyte Sync,
Immediate Momentum,

Capitalix Ventures etc,”
Murthy said. The news
items appeared on fraudu-
lent websites that mas-
querade as popular news-
paper websites and some
of them even publish
“fake interviews using
deepfake pictures and
videos”.

“Public warning issued
in respect of fake videos
and posts on social media
and internet about me,”
Murthy said. Murthy cate-
gorically denied any en-
dorsement, relation or as-
sociation with these appli-
cations or websites. He
cautioned the public not to
fall prey to the content of
these malicious sites and
the products or services
being sold in his name,
using such fraudulent
means.

Officials of Indian Army and Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL) during the signing of a contract between
Ministry of Defence and BEL for procurement of Electronic Fuzes for the Indian Army, Friday, Dec. 15.

Digi Yatra to be available at 25
more airports in 2024: Scindia Consumer Durable landscape

New Delhi, Dec 15:

Civil aviation minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia on
Friday said Digi Yatra fa-
cility will be available at 25
more airports in 2024.
Currently, the facility is
available at 13 airports for
domestic passengers. Digi
Yatra provides for contact-
less, seamless movement
of passengers at various
check points at airports

based on Facial
Recognition Technology
(FRT).

At a briefing in the na-
tional capital, Scindia said
Digi Yatra will be intro-
duced at 14 airports in the
first phase and another 11
airports in the second
phase next year. By the
end of 2024, Digi Yatra will
be available at 25 more air-

ports and the total number
of airports that will have
the facility will increase to
38, he said.

Currently, Digi Yatra fa-
cility is available at 13 air-
ports that handle around
85 per cent of the coun-
try’s domestic air passen-
ger traffic. Next year, the
facility will be available at
a total of 38 airports that

handle around 95 per cent
of the traffic. The data
shared by a passenger for
Digi Yatra is stored in an
encrypted format. For
availing the service, a pas-
senger has to register his
or her details on DigiYatra
app using Aadhaar-based
validation and a self
image capture. In the next
step, the boarding pass has
to be scanned and the cre-
dentials are shared with
the airport.

At the airport e-gate, the
passenger has to first scan
the bar-coded boarding
pass and the facial recog-
nition system installed at
the e-gate will validate the
passenger’s identity and
travel document. Once this
process is done, the pas-
senger can enter the air-
port through the e-gate.

Surya Roshni redefines

Mumbai, Dec 15: Surya

operation is one of India’s
most respected and trust-
ed brands for Lighting,
Fans, Electric Water
Heaters, Home
Appliances, Steel Pipes
and PVC pipes. As the
largest branded manufac-
turer of Lighting products
in India, company pro-
gresses to set the industry
standard.

Redifining the
Consumer durables mar-
ket, Surya is set to launch
yet another range of
Appliances and BEE rated
Ceiling Fans in its’ upcom-
ing series of Market en-
gagements, scheduled
across the country.

Fans that define effi-
ciency and
elegance:Catering the

ever-evolving aspirations
of today’s consumer,
Surya launches the BEE
Star labelled new Ceiling
Fans, which not only en-
hances the home décor,
but also successfully saves
Rs.1000 — 1800/- per year
per fan.

A first time 5-Star BEE
rated fan, with an innova-
tive Induction Motor, is
surely a space winner,
with an energy consump-
tion of 34w. The elegant
design, wider blades and
premium metallic paint,
adds to home interior.

Jewel BLDC Fan
:Another 5-star BLDC Fan
in the Decorative Fans cat-
egory, consuming only
30w, is unique with its’
wider blades,ensuring-
corner-to-corner air circu-
lation.



Central Chronicle News

Sukma, Dec 15: Sukma
District hosted a one-day
workshop aimed at facili-
tating the successful im-
plementation of the na-
tionwide 'Viksit Bharat
Sankalp Yatra' (VBSY)
campaign. Under the able
guidance of Collector
Haris S and the leadership
of District Panchayat
CEO D.N. Kashyap, the
event took place in the
conference hall of Sukma
District Panchayat.

The workshop brought
together district-level
nodal officers from vari-
ous departments, includ-
ing the Health
Department, Patwari,
Panchayat Secretary, and
Agriculture Department,
alongside other dedicated
officials and employees.

During the workshop,
participants received com-
prehensive insights into
the Viksit Bharat Sankalp
Yatra program from
Deputy Collector Ajay
Modiam and Balwant

CENTRAL CHRONICLE, RAIPUR, SATURDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2023

One-day workshop held for _Saito bringjoy and
successful conduct of VBSY HopetoCh'garh: Sahu

Marko, APO District
Panchayat Sukma. The
campaign involves aware-
ness vehicles touring
urban bodies and gram
panchayats to engage the
public in discussions

about government
schemes and the benefits
derived from the Viksit
Bharat Sankalp Yatra.

As part of the initiative,
"Meri Kahani Meri
Jubani" will identify bene-

Paddy harvesting in full swing in Rajim

Central Chronicle News

Rajim, Dec 15: The fields
of Rajim are buzzing with
activity as farmers enthu-
siastically embrace mod-
ern harvesting methods
with the assistance of effi-
cient harvesters. With the
arrival of favourable
weather, paddy harvesting
and threshing have kicked
into high gear, reflecting
the resilience and hard
work of the agricultural
community.

While the unpredictable
weather occasionally rais-
es concerns among farm-
ers, their determination to
maximize yields and se-
cure a fair price for their
produce remains unwa-
vering. It has been report-
ed that the procurement of
paddy will continue until
January, motivating farm-
ers to work tirelessly and
swiftly transport their

crops to the market for
sale at the government's
support price.

From the early morning
hours, farmers eagerly en-
gage the services of har-
vester machine operators,
symbolizing the evolving
landscape of agriculture,

where machines play an
increasingly vital role.
Although traditional
methods involving sickles
still account for 25% of
the harvest, the trend to-
wards mechanization is
evident.

In this transitional peri-

Literary maestro Jitendra Nirmalkar
receives national recognition

Awarded ‘Mahatma Jyotiba Phule National Fellowship Award 2023’

Central Chronicle News

Kharora, Dec 15: The
literary genius and so-
cial advocate, Jitendra
Kumar Nirmalkar, affec-
tionately known as
"Jitla," has brought im-
mense pride and joy to
the residents of Kharora.

Hailing from the small
village of Kanki under
the Kharora police sta-
tion in Raipur district,
Jitendra Nirmalkar's
journey is nothing short

of an inspiration.
Despite his age, he has
achieved remarkable

success, and his humble
and affable personality
has endeared him to all
who know him.

The entire
Chhattisgarh state can
now celebrate the
achievements of this out-
standing litterateur.
Jitendra Nirmalkar's tal-
ent was nationally recog-
nized on December 10th
at the 39th National Dalit
Literary Conference in
New Delhi, organized by
the Indian Dalit Sahitya
Academy.

Amidst a gathering of
distinguished guests, in-
cluding Dr.
Satyanarayan Jatiya, for-
mer Union Minister for
Social Justice and
Empowerment,
Government of India,
and Rajya Sabha MP
Niranjan BC, Jitendra

Nirmalkar was hon-
oured with the presti-
gious "Mahatma Jyotiba
Phule National
Fellowship Award 2023."
The thunderous ap-
plause that followed sym-
bolized the admiration
and respect he has gar-
nered in the literary
world.

This title is a testa-
ment to Nirmalkar's ex-
ceptional contributions
to the field of literature,
and the people of
Chhattisgarh  whole-
heartedly wish him a
bright and prosperous
future. Kharora and the
entire state stand proud-
ly behind their literary
luminary.

od, some farmers are en-
gaged in discussions
about the government's
promises regarding paddy
prices and support. While
some anticipate addition-
al funds deposited directly
into their accounts, uncer-
tainty lingers regarding
whether these payments
will align with the newly
announced government
rates or adhere to the pre-
vious rules.

The shadow of infla-
tion, exacerbated by the
challenges of the corona
pandemic, looms large, af-
fecting ordinary and eco-
nomically disadvantaged
families. Additionally, the
rising rental costs for har-
vesters and tractor vehi-
cles, coupled with con-
cerns about fuel price
hikes, are challenges that
farmers are bravely navi-
gating in their pursuit of
a bountiful harvest.

ficiaries from each Gram
Panchayat, and their expe-
riences with the scheme's
benefits will be document-
ed in an online portal.
This approach aims to
highlight real-life success
stories and inspire others
to participate.
Throughout the Viksit
Bharat Sankalp Yatra,
subordinate officers re-
ceived clear directives to
focus on gathering success
stories related to vital de-
partmental schemes, in-

cluding KCC, PM Kisan
Yojana,
Organic Farming

Mission, Soil Health Card
Scheme, Pradhan Mantri
Fasal Bima Yojana, and
more. Rural agricultural
extension officers at the
village level received de-
tailed instructions to guide
their efforts effectively.

® Ch'garh’s path
to progress and
development
reignited under CM
Sai's leadership

Anwari, Dec 15:- Former
Union Minister and
Kunkuri MLA Vishnu Deo
Sai has been unanimously
elected as the Chief
Minister of Chhattisgarh
by the BJP legislative
party. This decision has ig-
nited optimism and excite-
ment across the state.
Nagar Panchayat
Bhakhara Vice President
Duleshwar Sahu, express-
ing his elation, remarked
that Vishnu Deo Sai's rise
to power is a source of im-
mense joy for the entire
state. He highlighted that
Sai, being deeply connect-
ed to the tribal society, em-

Duleshwar Sahu

bodies the spirit of
Chhattisgarh and repre-
sents a fresh start for the

region.
Duleshwar Sahu also ac-
knowledged Prime

Minister Narendra Modi's
strong affinity for the trib-
al society and expressed
confidence that under
Vishnu Deo Sai's leader-

ship, Chhattisgarh will
embark on a journey of
progress and good gover-
nance, setting new records
and realizing the dreams
of Atal Bihari Vajpayee.

Vishnu Deo Sai's politi-
cal journey began in 1989
as a Panch and Sarpanch
of Bagiya Gram
Panchayat, showcasing
his dedication to public
service. His election as
Chief Minister has earned
the respect and admira-
tion of tribal communities
across Chhattisgarh, as
they see a capable leader
at the helm.

Under the guidance of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Vishnu Deo Sai's
leadership, Chhattisgarh
is poised to achieve re-
markable milestones in its
development journey,
promising a brighter fu-
ture for all its citizens.

Collector takes bold steps to

accelerate JJM in rural areas

Central Chronicle News

Gaurela-Pendra-Marwabhi,
Dec 15: Collector Priyanka
Rishi Mahobia spearhead-
ed a comprehensive review
of the Jal Jeevan Mission's
progress in a joint meeting
held at the Arpa Assembly
Room of the Collectorate.
The mission's primary
focus is to provide clean
drinking water to rural
areas, and under her lead-
ership, she meticulously
assessed various aspects of
the project, including
pipeline expansion, plat-
form construction, water
tanks, electricity connec-
tions, water supply, and
roadside pit leveling on a
panchayat-wise basis.

In a resolute move, the
Collector instructed all
construction agencies and
contractors present to ex-
pedite ongoing and incom-
plete projects, ensuring
top-notch quality and a
swift turnaround. She set a
clear goal to complete the
remaining 10 to 15 percent
of the work within the
next 15 days.

During the review of
water tank construction,
the Collector stressed the
importance of increasing
labour and expediting the
completion of under-con-
struction tanks. She urged
the immediate commence-
ment of the 31 water tanks
that had been tendered but
not yet started, all within

the coming week.

Additionally, she direct-
ed efforts to identify areas
with water source chal-
lenges and new bore can be
dug there.

To further streamline
the process, the Collector
encouraged panchayats
where work has been com-
pleted to obtain certifi-
cates for permanent elec-
tricity connections, facili-
tating the district-level
preparation of a list for
CSPDCL's consideration.
She also tasked depart-
mental officers with con-
ducting regular visits to
assess Jal Jeevan Mission
progress in plain areas.

Recognizing the signifi-
cance of training, the

Collector emphasized the
need to provide Panchayat-
level training for the oper-
ation and maintenance of
tap water schemes.
Furthermore, she ensured
that contractors who com-
pleted their work receive

final payments promptly.
Executive  Engineer
Public Health

Engineering, RK Oraon,
and SDO PS Baghel, along-
side assistant engineers,
junior engineers, CREDA
officers, and contractors,
actively participated in
this collaborative effort to
advance the Jal Jeevan
Mission and provide rural
communities with access
to clean and reliable drink-
ing water.

Unique sweater donation warms Kokpur school kids

Central Chronicle News

Dongargaon, Dec 15: In
a kindness and compas-
sion, the students of
Government Pre-
Secondary School
Kokpur, affiliated with
Sankul Center Kokpur, re-
ceived a delightful sur-
prise in the form of warm
sweaters. An anonymous
benefactor, concerned
about the children's well-
being during the cold sea-
son, secretly sent these
cozy garments for distri-
bution among the stu-
dents.

This thoughtful initia-
tive aimed to ensure that
the children not only stay
warm but also arrive at
school on time, ready to
embrace their studies
with enthusiasm. The ef-
fort was greatly facilitat-
ed by the dedicated school

SDM applauds team for exceptional
election work execution

@ Dr. Atul
Vishwakarma
commends
successful
electoral efforts

Central Chronicle News

Arang, Dec 15: SDM Dr.
Atul Vishwakarma ex-
pressed his heartfelt ap-
preciation during a meet-
ing held on Thursday for
all officers and staff in-
volved in election-related
tasks. The gathering took
place at the Water
Resources Department
Control Room in Nishada.
Dr. Vishwakarma praised
the dedicated efforts of
every team member, high-
lighting their exceptional
execution of the election
process in line with the
guidelines of the Election

Commission of India.

In recognition of their
hard work and commit-
ment to their responsibili-
ties, Dr. Vishwakarma ex-
tended his congratulations
to all employees present.
He emphasized that such
dedicated work would be
expected in future elec-
tions, including the up-
coming Lok Sabha elec-

tions.

During the gathering,
officers and staff shared
their experiences and ap-
preciated the valuable
guidance they received.
Dr. Vishwakarma also ac-
knowledged the commend-
able efforts of the
Putrakar brothers, the
SVEEP team, and the
Education Department. In

addition, the Education
Department, tehsil, and
patwaris honored Dr.
Vishwakarma by present-
ing him with a bouquet.
The event was attended
by several dignitaries and
officials, including
Tehsildar Ramamurthy
Diwan, Vinod Sahu, Naib
Tehsildar N.S. Pisda,
Alok Verma, Sujal Sahu,
Shruti Sharma, Chief
Executive Officer District
Kumar Singh Lahere,
Chief Municipality Officer
Hori Singh Thakur,
Development Block
Education Officer N.P.
Khare, CAC Parmeshwar

Chaturvedani, Sector
Officer Omprakash
Dewangan, Patwaris,

members of the SVEEP
Awareness Team, teach-
ers, and various other dis-
trict officers and
employees.

teachers, Ankita Yadu
and Ashwani Sandeep
Kshirsagar, who played a
pivotal role in making
this heartwarming act a
reality.

During a special pro-
gram held for the sweater
distribution, esteemed
guests included Assistant
Development Block
Education Officer Jayant
Sahu, Principal KR Sori,
Sankul Coordinator
Rahul Jain, Thakurram
Sahu Sarpanch, Mukesh
Sinha President, Village
President Dauram Sahu,
and Lecturer SK Yadu.
Their presence added sig-
nificance to the occasion,
highlighting the impor-
tance of community sup-
port in education.

Approximately 150 chil-
dren were the fortunate
recipients of these warm
sweaters, which were dis-

tributed with care and a
spirit of togetherness.
The event saw the partici-
pation of dedicated staff
members such as DL
Sahu, Dinesh Divedi,
Manoj Ramkhilavan
Sinha, Omeshwari Sahu,
and others, all of whom
contributed to the success
of this heartwarming ini-
tiative.

The program was skill-
fully conducted by DL
Sahu, and the vote of
thanks was delivered by
Manoj Thakur. This
unique act of donating
sweaters to government
school children, driven by
the desire to protect them
from the cold, serves as
an inspiring example for
communities every-
where, reminding us all of
the warmth that can be
found in acts of generosi-
ty and unity.

Revival in PPCs post-Michaung storm

Farmers seek compensation for rain-affected crops

Central Chronicle News

Mungeli, Dec 15: A week
after the Michaung storm
subsided and the skies
cleared, paddy procure-
ment centers in the region
have bounced back to life.
However, the unseasonal
rains have left fields moist,
affecting rice harvesting
and threshing.

The adverse weather con-
ditions have also taken a
toll on paddy procurement
at support prices. As of last
Friday, only 8,23,862 quin-
tals of paddy had been pur-
chased. Paddy procure-
ment centers across the dis-
trict had commenced oper-
ations on November 1, and
to date, they have procured
approximately 10,09,112
quintals from local farm-
ers. This includes 8,72,638
quintals of thick paddy,
2,887 quintals of thin paddy,
and 1,33,588 quintals of

Sarna paddy. So far, 6,19,448
quintals of paddy have

been transported from the
district.

Paddy procurement was
initially progressing steadi-
1y, with daily purchases av-
eraging one and a half to
two lakh quintals before
the rains arrived. The cy-
clone Michaung-induced
rains severely disrupted
the procurement process.
Rainfall also hampered
paddy harvesting and
threshing in the region.

With the weather now
fully cleared, paddy pro-
curement centers have re-
gained their vitality. Local
farmers are requesting
compensation for the crops
damaged by the rain, in-
cluding paddy, pulses,
oilseeds, and vegetable
crops. Farmers are urging
the administration to con-
duct a survey promptly to
assess crop losses from
standing crops and stubble
on the ground to ensure
swift compensation for
their losses.



Navi Mumbai, Dec 15 (PTI):

Deepti Sharma's stun-
ning all-round show, a fifty
and a fifer, provided India
Women a perfect launching
pad to record their maiden
home victory in the tradi-
tional format over England
after the second day of
their one-off Test here
Friday.

After a patient 113-ball 67
in India's first-innings total
of 428, Deepti destroyed
England line-up with a sen-
sational 5.3-4-7-5 spell help-
ing the hosts take a mas-
sive 292-run lead. The visi-
tors were bundled out for
136 in their first essay de-
spite Nat Sciver-Brunt's
composed 59.

India did not enforce the
follow-on and reached 186
for six in their second dig
at stumps, for an overall
lead of 478. Deepti was at
the heart of India's effort
when they grabbed six
England wickets for a mere
10 runs, that saw them tum-
bling spectacularly from
108 for 3.

As the game progressed,
the DY Patil Stadium pitch
offered turn and variable
bounce for spinners, leav-
ing the batters in a
quandary. The day also saw
19 wickets falling from ei-
ther side and 15 of them
were grabbed by spinners.
Deepti, of course, was the
star of the day, tormenting
the English batters with
her bag of tricks.

Before Deepti came into
picture, pacers Renuka
Singh and Pooja Vastrakar
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Deepti’s 5 for 7 puts
India in control on Day 2

India Women's Deepti Sharma celebrates her five-wicket haul with teammates.

Novak Djokovic and Aryna
Sabalenka win ITF World
Champion awards for 2023

London, Dec 15 (AP): Novak
Djokovic and Aryna Sabalenka
were honored as the
International Tennis
Federation's 2023 ITF World
Champions after being the only
singles players to reach at least
the semifinals at all four Grand
Slam tournaments this season.
Djokovic, who finished at No. 1
in the ATP rankings for a
record-extending eighth time,
won the Australian Open,
French Open and U.S. Open to
raise his major trophy total to a
men's-leading 24 and was the
runner-up at Wimbledon. He

went 56-7 and led the men's
tour with seven titles. This is his
eighth ITF World Champion
award, also a record. Sabalenka
received the honor for the first
time after winning the
Australian Open for her first
Grand Slam title, finishing as
the runner-up at the U.S. Open
and making it to the semifinals
at the French Open and
Wimbledon. Sabalenka made
her debut at No. 1 in the WTA
rankings in September, before
finishing the year at No. 2
behind Iga Swiatek, the WTA
Player of the Year.

Pakis

Perth, Dec 15 (AP):

"\

Australia hit back with
two late wickets as
Pakistan clawed to 132-2
and trailed by 355 runs in
the first test on Friday.
Pakistan fast bowler
Aamer Jamal grabbed 6-
111 in his debut test,
claiming the last four of
the five wickets before
Australia was bowled out
for 487 after it resumed
Day 2 at 346-5.

Opening pair Abdullah
Shafique (42) and Imam-
ul-Haq (38 not out) thwart-
ed the pace trio of captain
Pat Cummins, Josh
Hazlewood and Mitchell
Starc before offspinner
Nathan Lyon and Mitchell
Starc struck in the last
session.

Lyon had Shafique
caught at leg slip for 42 off
121 balls as the Pakistan
right-hander fell in the
trap and attempted an ag-
gressive shot while walk-
ing out of his crease. Lyon
moved closer to the 500-
wicket mark as he took his

kept England in check.

Renuka produced a ter-
rific incoming delivery for
India's first breakthrough,
sneaking one through the
gate to clean up Sophia
Dunkley (11). In fact, in-
coming deliveries re-
mained Renuka's go-to
weapon throughout the
first spell.

Vastrakar was driven for
a four by Heather Knight
(11) but the right-arm
seamer corrected her
length to move one back
into the England captain,
pinning her in front of the
wickets.

Sciver-Brunt resurrected
England's faltering reply to
some extent with a count-
er-attacking knock, notch-
ing up her fourth Test fifty.
Sciver-Brunt imposed her-
self on Indian spinners
and seamers alike, un-
leashing powerful hits to
strike 10 fours in her 59 off
70 balls before Sneh Rana
castled her. Rana surprised
Sciver-Brunt with one that
turned in sharply from out-
side the off-stump.

India's progress in their
second innings was not
smooth either as off-spin-
ner Charlie Dean (4/68)
and left-arm spinner
Sophie Ecclestone (2/76)
joined forces to trouble the
Indian batters on occasions
but despite that India al-
ready had moved so far
ahead in the game.

Mandhana (26) and
Shafali (33) added 61 runs
for the first wicket while
Jemimah Rodrigues made

Australia players celebrate the wicket of Pakistan's
Abdullah Shafique after being caught by Australia's
David Warner during the second day of the first Test
cricket match between Australia and Pakistan in Perth.

tally in test cricket to 497
by finishing the day at 1-
40.

Captain Shan Masood
nearly chopped Lyon's de-
livery back onto his
stumps off the first ball he
faced before showing plen-
ty of aggression, hitting
five boundaries in his
knock of 30. The left-han-
der, who scored a double

Bangladesh beat India to enter Asia Cup final

Dubai, Dec 15 (PTI):

Ariful Islam's counter-
punching fifty and a fiery
spell by left-arm pacer
Maruf Mridha helped
Bangladesh score a facile
four-wicket win over
India to reach the final of
the ACC Under-19 Asia
Cup here Friday.

On a slightly double-
paced pitch, Indian bat-
ters struggled to get
going before getting bun-
dled out for 188 in 42.4
overs, with Musheer
Khan (50) and Murugan
Abhishek (62) doing all
the scoring for them.
Maruf took 4 for 41 to
give early jolts to India in
the second semifinal.
Despite some jitters,
Bangladesh went over the
line pretty comfortably in
42.5 overs with Islam (94
off 90 balls) defending the
Indian charge with an en-
gaging innings. However,

Maruf kickstarted
India's poor day with a
superb opening spell.

The pacer found some
bounce and swing up-
front to reduce India to 13
for three inside seven
overs. Openers Adarsh
Singh, Arshin Kulkarni
and captain Uday
Saharan returned with-
out troubling the scorers
much. But Musheer and
Abhishek shared an 84-
run alliance for the sev-
enth-wicket to rescue
India from a precarious
61 for 6.

They batted quite flu-
ently and Musheer
brought up his fifty off 59
balls with a single long-
off Mahfuzur Rahman.
Abhishek clobbered
Sheikh Jibon for a huge
six over long-off to bring
his fifty in 64 balls.
However, both the batters
departed without build-
ing further as India sank

UAE stun Pakistan to reach summit clash

to a modest total. In reply,
Bangladesh too made a
shaky start and were 34
for three in 9.4 overs. But
Islam found an able alley
in Ahrar Amin (44 off 101
balls) as the duo milked
138 runs for a stubborn
fourth wicket stand to
peg India back.

Islam was a bit circum-
spect to begin with but
once found his range, the
right-hander played some
delectable shots around
the park to deny Indian
bowlers for a long while.
Bangladesh lost a couple
of more wickets towards
the end, but that only cre-
ated an artificial excite-
ment.

Brief scores: India: 188
all out in 42.4 overs
(Murugan Abhishek 62,
Musheer Khan 50; Maruf
Mridha 4/41, Sheikh
Jibon 2/29) lost to
Bangladesh: 189 for 6 in
42.5 overs (Ariful Islam

94, Ahrar Amin 44;
Nawan Tiwari 3/35) by 4
wickets.

UAE stun Pakistan

In the first semifinal,
UAE shocked fancied
Pakistan by 11 runs to set
up a date with
Bangladesh in the final.
UAE made 193 all out
largely thanks to a 55 (57
balls) by captain Aayan
Khan and a 46 off 70 balls
by opener Aryansh
Sharma. They then de-
fended the target zealous-
ly to bowl out Pakistan to
182 all out with three
balls to spare.
Brief scores: UAE: 193
all out in 47.5 overs
(Aayan Khan 55, Aryansh
Sharma 46, Ethan
D'Souza 37; Ubaid Shah
4/44) beat Pakistan: 182
all out in 49.3 overs (Saad
Baig 50, Azan Awais 41;
Ayman Ahmed 2/18,
Hardik Pai 2/35) by 11
runs.

century in the warmup
first-class game against a
Prime Minister's XI, at-
tempted one too many
shots to edge Starc late in

an eventful last session.
Umpire Richard
Il1lingworth adjudged

Masood not out, but
Australia went for a suc-
cessful television referral
that showed the Pakistan

Spain rises to
the top of FIFA
rankings

Zurich, Dec 15 (AP): Women's
World Cup winner Spain rose
atop the FIFA rankings pub-
lished Friday after advancing
to the final four of the UEFA
Nations League.

Spain finished top of a
Nations League group this
month that included Sweden,
which had led the most recent
FIFA rankings published in
August after the Women's
World Cup. Spain now is No. 1
for the first time, ahead of the
United States of America,
France and World Cup finalist
England. Sweden dropped four
places to No. 5. The
International Federation of
Association Foothall said Spain
became the fourth nation to
top the women's rankings
since they were created in
2003, following the USA,
Germany and Sweden. Spain
will play at the Nations League
mini-tournament in February
with France, Germany and the
Netherlands. Two teams will
join host France at the Paris
Olympics in July.

Hardik Pandya
replaces Rohit Sharma as
Mumbai Indians captain

New Delhi,Dec 15 (PTI):

Hardik Pandya was on
Friday named Mumbai
Indians captain in place of
a highly-successful Rohit
Sharma, who led the IPL
giants to five trophies.

The announcement
from Mumbai Indians
comes after Hardik made a
return to the franchise last
month, following a high-
profile trade from Gujarat
Titans, whom he led in the
past two seasons.

In a statement, Mumbai
Indians said the change in
leadership was part of
their future planning and
thanked Rohit for his ex-
emplary service to the
franchise. Mumbai
Indians are the most suc-
cessful IPL franchise
alongside Chennai Super
Kings who both have won

five titles each.
Commenting on Hardik's
appointment, Mahela

Jayawardene, Global Head
of Performance, Mumbai
Indians said: "It is part of
legacy building and stay-
ing true to the MI philoso-
phy of being future-ready.
"Mumbai Indians have
always been blessed with
exceptional leadership
right from Sachin to
Harbhajan and Ricky to
Rohit, who while con-
tributing to the immediate
success have always had
an eye on strengthening
the team for the future. "It
is in keeping with this phi-
losophy that Hardik
Pandya will assume cap-
taincy of Mumbai Indians
for the IPL 2024 season."
Rohit, who recently led

n trails Australia by 355 runs in 1st test

skipper had got a thick
edge as the ball flew into
the hands of the wicket-
keeper.

Imam, who shared a 74-
run opening wicket stand
with Shafique, was bat-
ting on a patient 136-ball
knock with nightwatch-
man Khurram Shahzad
not out on 7 off 18 deliver-
ies. Imam stonewalled the
world champion side for
almost two sessions with
the Australian pacers
beating the outside edge of
the left-hander's bat nu-
merous times without any
luck.

Earlier, Jamal's impres-
sive debut helped
Pakistan bowl out
Australia shortly after
lunch.

Allrounder Mitchell
Marsh's attempt at his
fourth test century ended
on the first delivery after
lunch, bowled on 90 by fast
bowler Shahzad. The
home side added only 11
runs after going to lunch
at 476-7 as Jamal cleaned
up the tail quickly:

India to the ODI World Cup
final, had been captaining
the franchise since 2013
when they lifted first of
their five IPL trophies. The
other titles under Rohit's
captaincy came in 2015,
2017, 2019 and 2020.
Mumbai Indians had made
it to the play-offs in IPL
2023. "We express our grati-
tude to Rohit Sharma for
his exceptional leadership;
his tenure as the captain of
the Mumbai Indians since
2013 has been nothing
short of extraordinary.
"His leadership has not
only brought unparalleled

success to the team but has
also solidified his place as
one of the finest captains
in the history of the IPL.
"We welcome Hardik
Pandya as the new captain

of MI and wish him all the
very best," added
Jayawardene.

The significant develop-
ment also raises questions
about Rohit's future in the
shortest format. The 36-
year-old was left heartbro-
ken after India fell short in
the final hurdle against
Australia in the ODI World
Cup at home after winning
10 games on the trot.

Dhoni’s No. 7 jersey retired
as a tribute: Rajeev Shukla

New Delhi, Dec 15 (PTI):

The BCCI has decided
to retire' World Cup win-
ning captain M S Dhoni's
No.7 jersey to honour his
rich contribution to
Indian cricket. The iconic
India captain last played
for the country in the 2019
World Cup semifinal
against New Zealand. He
announced his retire-
ment on August 15, 2020
and no other player has
worn the No.7 shirt since
then.

Even the great Sachin
Tendulkar's No.10 has not

been worn any other play-
er since his retirement in
2013 except pacer Shardul
Tahkur, who had opted
for No.10 on his ODI
debut against Sri Lanka
in 2017 but was trolled
heavily on social media.

No one since then has
played with a jersey with
number 10 written on the
back.

According to BCCI vice-
president Rajeev Shukla,
the Board took the deci-
sion on Thursday.

"He is a legendary play-
er. His contribution to
Indian as well as world
cricket is immense. To ho-
nour his contribution, the
decision to retire number
seven has been taken by
the BCCI," Shukla told
PTI.

Retiring jerseys of the
greats is a phenomenon
in another sports too. The
Chicago Bulls retired the
No.23 jersey worn by bas-
ketball legend Michael
Jordan following his re-
tirement.

South African pitches are suiting
spinners in ongoing tour: Kuldeep

Johannesburg, Dec 15 (PTI):

Surprised by the spin on
offer during the third T20I
at The Wanderers here,
Kuldeep Yadav said the
South African wickets,
generally known for their
pace and bounce, are also
suiting spinners in the on-
going tour. Kuldeep had a
perfect 29th birthday on
Thursday as he became
only the second Indian
bowler to pick up two five-
wicket hauls in T20Is after
Bhuvneshwar Kumar. He
became the first Indian
spinner to reach the land-
mark. "It turned out to be a
special day. I have never
thought about taking five
wickets. I just wanted the
team to win which is more
important,” Kuldeep said.

"I was concerned about
my bowling because I was
playing after sometime, so
wanted to get my rhythm.
It was perfect today. The
ball was coming out well

from the hand and the con-
ditions too suited the spin-
ners a bit." Kuldeep re-
turned with figures of
5/17 from 2.5 overs as
India beat South Africa by
106 runs to help India fin-
ish the three-match T20 se-
ries tied at 1-1. "To be very

honest, the wickets are
very good for the spinners.
The good thing about
these wickets are that the
ball comes very quickly
after pitching. So some-
times, you have to vary
your variations and if you
get it right then it is very
difficult to pick," he added.

Kuldeep last played in
South Africa in 2018 but a
knee injury in 2021, for
which he underwent sur-
gery, halted his career for
6-7 months. However, he
successfully returned
back to the field with a
new technique.

"In 2018, I was very new
and after that, couple of
years I struggled with my
injury and post surgery I
came back and made a few
changes in my bowling, es-
pecially in my run-up.
Trying to be more aggres-
sive and just trying to bowl
much straighter and fo-

cussing on length,"
Kuldeep said.
N ) [ )



Hyderabad, Dec 15 (PTI)

Observing that the peo-
ple in Telangana gave a
clear verdict to liberate
themselves from 10 years
of repression in the recent
assembly polls, Governor
Tamilisai Soundararajan
on Friday said the govern-
ment will stand by each
and every promise it has
made to people.

In her address to the
joint session of the legisla-
ture, the first assembly ses-
sion after the Congress
government took over, she
said 2023 will remain in
history as the year that has
brought a new beginning
to Telangana’s journey.
People are experiencing
the change already, she
said. “Telangana is breath-
ing fresh air of freedom
and liberty now. Telangana
is liberated from autocrat-
ic rule and dictatorial ten-
dencies,” she said. The
present elected govern-
ment thanks all people,
parties, leaders and the
then UPA Government and
the then Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh for cre-
ating a separate Telangana
State in 2014, respecting
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Tganapeople gave clear verdictto liberate
themselves from 10 years of repression’

Telangana Governor Tamilisai Soundararajan being welcomed by the state Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy on her arrival to address the Telangana Assembly, in Hyderabad, Friday.

the decades-old aspirations
of the people, she said. “On
behalf of four -crore
Telangana people, the pres-
ent government thanks
Mrs. Sonia Gandhi, the
then chairperson of UPA,
for the key role she played
in the process of creating
Telangana into a separate
state,” she said.

The Governor paid trib-
ute to the martyrs who laid

down their precious lives
for the cause of Telangana
statehood.

Alleging that the entire
financial discipline in the
state is destroyed owing to
the bad governance of the
previous regime, she said
the government is focused
on strengthening the de-
railed financial situation.

“We will place before the
people the financial condi-

People must have tolerance for each
other’s opinion: Justice Kaul

New Delhi, Dec 15 (PTI)

People must have toler-
ance for each other’s opin-
ion at a time when the toler-
ance level has gone down
internationally, Supreme
Court judge Justice Sanjay
Kishan Kaul said on Friday:

On his last working day
as an apex court judge,
Justice Kaul said boldness
of a judge was a very im-
portant factor and the Bar
owes a duty to see that inde-
pendence of judiciary was
protected. Justice Kaul,
who is set to retire on
December 25 after a tenure
of over six years and 10
months as a judge of the top
court, was part of a ceremo-
nial bench which had as-
sembled to bid him
farewell. The Supreme
Court will be on winter
break from December 18
and will re-open on
January 2. Chief Justice D
Y Chandrachud, who was
heading the ceremonial
bench, recalled his associa-
tion with Justice Kaul.

“Justice Kaul and I go
back to the mid 70s. We
were college students to-
gether and I think it is a

matter of great honour for
me that we share this very
dias together with each
other, whether it was in
Puttaswamy (right to priva-
cy case), whether it was in
the marriage equality case,
recently in the Article 370
case ? Justice
Chandrachud said.

The CJI said his friend-
ship with Justice Kaul was
a source of “enormous
strength” for him. Justice
Kaul said the Supreme
Court has administered jus-
tice without fear or favour
and he feels the institution,
a temple of justice, must re-
main open.

“It is my belief that bold-
ness of a judge is a very im-
portant factor. If with the
constitutional protection
which we have, we are not
able to exhibit this, we can’t
expect other parts of ad-
ministration to do so,” he
said. Justice Kaul said
there is no method by
which the judiciary can
stand up for itself and “I
think it is the duty of the
bar to support” and also
correct the judiciary. He
said he was going out as a
“satisfied man.”

“...I go with a full sense of
satisfaction. I have tried to
do my best whatever I
could, sometimes it may be
the best, sometimes it may
not be. But the whole socie-
ty works in a system where
people must have tolerance
for each other’s opinion,”
he said, adding, “I think
that is the greatest message
I would like to give. We are
at time in the world, where
the tolerance levels have
gone very low, internation-
ally...”

“It is time the human
species learns to live with
each other and live with
other species of this world,
to be able to adjust to it so
that the world remains a
large place and does not
become a small place,”
Justice Kaul said while
thanking the members of
the Bar, who had gathered
in the court to bid farewell
to him. During his tenure
as an apex court judge,
Justice Kaul was part of
several landmark verdicts,
including the one by a nine-
judge constitution bench
which had held that right to
privacy was a fundamental
right.

Woman judge alleges sexual harassment by senior

New Delhi,Dec 15 (PTI)

A woman judicial offi-
cer posted in Uttar
Pradesh’s Banda district
has written a letter to
Chief Justice of IndiaD Y
Chandrachud accusing a
district judge of sexual ha-
rassment and seeking his
permission to end her life

in a “dignified way”,
prompting the CJI to call
for a report from the
Allahabad High Court ad-
ministration on the status
of inquiry.

The woman judicial offi-
cer, in her two-page letter,
sought the CJI’s permis-
sion to end her life follow-
ing the abuse and harass-

ment she had faced in her
career during her posting
in Barabanki.

“I have no will to live
anymore.

I have been rendered to
a walking corpse in the
last year and a half. There
is no purpose in carrying
this soulless and lifeless
body around anymore.

tion of each and every de-
partment by releasing
white papers and show
them the real facts. We will
be releasing the whitepa-
pers as part of the trans-
parent government that
we promised to the peo-
ple,” she said.

Chief  Minister A
Revanth Reddy, at the time
of swearing in, made it
clear that in a democracy,

the rulers are the people’s
servants, and they are not
feudal lords, she said.

The governance is mov-
ing forward and taking
steps in this direction and
the ‘Praja Vaani’ pro-
gramme of taking griev-
ances from people at the
CM’s camp office is the
first step in this direction,
she said.

‘At the time of the elec-
tions, we gave word to the
people that we would get
Indiramma Rajyam (wel-
fare rule of former PM
Indira Gandhi) in
Telangana,” she said.
Referring to the six poll
‘guarantees’ of the ruling
Congress, she said, in tune
with the promises made,
Chief Minister Revanth
Reddy signed the file giv-
ing legal sanctity to the six
guarantees soon after his
swearing in.

“This proved the com-
mitment and dedication of
our government. My gov-
ernment has taken the
first step along the path of
welfare for the people of
the state. My government
will stand by each and
every promise it has
made,” she said.

SC asks sta

e to apprise court appointed committee

of steps taken to secure places of worship

New Delhi, Dec 15 (PTI)

The Supreme Court on
Friday directed the
Manipur government to
apprise the apex court-ap-
pointed committee of the
steps taken to secure
places of public worship
in the state where ethnic
clashes have claimed more
than 170 lives since May.

A bench headed by Chief
Justice D Y Chandrachud,
while considering the
issue of restoration of
places of worship, said the
state government shall
furnish within two weeks
to the panel a comprehen-
sive list after identifying
religious structures dam-
aged during the strife.

The bench, also com-
prising Justices J B
Pardiwala and Manoj
Misra, clarified the identi-
fication of such structures
shall cover all religious
faiths and denominations.

“The government of
Manipur shall apprise the
committee of the steps
which have been taken to
secure the places of public
worship,” it said.

The apex court also
asked the committee to
prepare a comprehensive
proposal detailing the way
forward, including with
regard to restoration of

Manipur violence

places of public worship
damaged or destroyed dur-
ing the violence since May.

The apex court is seized
of a batch of pleas, includ-
ing those seeking court-
monitored probe into
cases of violence, besides
measures for relief and re-
habilitation.

It had appointed an all-
woman committee of for-
mer high court judges
headed by justice (retd)
Gita Mittal and compris-
ing justices (retd) Shalini
P Joshi and Asha Menon.

During the hearing on
Friday, the bench said the
committee will be at liber-
ty to take a comprehensive
view of the matter, includ-
ing dealing with superven-
ing developments regard-
ing alleged illegal en-
croachment or occupation
of places of public wor-
ship.

“State of Manipur as
well as the DGP shall coor-
dinate with the committee
so that interim sugges-
tions of the committee can
be implemented without
further delay,” the bench
said.

The bench noted in its
order that a large number
of people belonging to var-

ious communities were
still in relief camps.

When one of the
lawyers spoke about the
upcoming Christmas festi-
val, Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta and
Additional Solicitor
General Aishwarya Bhati,
appearing for the Centre
and the state, assured the
bench that all necessary
steps will be taken to en-
sure those in relief camps
are in a position to observe
all the ceremonies.

Manipur descended into
chaos and untrammelled
violence in May over a
high court order directing
the state government to
consider including the
non-tribal Meitei commu-
nity in the list of
Scheduled Tribes.

This order led to ram-
pant ethnic clashes be-
tween the tribal Kuki and
non-tribal Meitei commu-
nities.

More than 170 people
have been killed and sever-
al hundred others injured
since ethnic violence first
broke out in the state on
May 3 when a ‘Tribal
Solidarity March’ was or-
ganised in the hill districts
to protest against the ma-
jority Meitei community’s
demand for Scheduled
Tribe status.

Number of cities covered under CGHS will be
expanded to 100 soon: Mandaviya

New Delhi, Dec 15 (PTI)

Union Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya on
Friday said the number of
cities covered under
CGHS will be expanded
from the current 80 to 100
cities in the coming days.

Mandaviya inaugurated
three Central Government
Health Scheme (CGHS)
Wellness Centres, and a ro-
botic surgery unit at the
National Institute of TB
and Respiratory Diseases
in Delhi on Friday.

Mandaviya said the
three wellness centres at
Alaknanda, Rohini Sector-
16, Vasant Vihar in Delhi
will significantly improve
healthcare facilities. He

Mayawati slams BJP govt in MP for its
decision to ban sale of meat, fish in open

Lucknow, Dec 15 (PTI)

Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP) chief Mayawati on
Friday hit out at the recent
decision of the newly-
formed BJP government in
Madhya Pradesh to ban the
sale of meat and fish in
open places and said that it
is necessary to reconsider
this “controversial” deci-
sion.

In a post on X, Mayawati
said, “Instead of taking the
necessary decision of pro-
viding livelihood to the un-
employed and other poor
hard-working people, the
newly formed BJP govern-
ment in Madhya Pradesh

added that there are 341
CGHS Wellness Centres
serving 44 lakh beneficiar-
ies. “Due to reforms un-
dertaken by the govern-
ment, the number of cities
covered under CGHS has
increased from 25 in 2014
to 80. The centres will soon
reach 100 cities in India,”
he said.

“It is our goal to ensure
that CGHS beneficiaries
are able to avail the health-
care services closest to
their residence, widening
the reach to the innermost
corners of the nation,” the
Health Minister said.

“To ensure optimum
health facilities for pa-
tients suffering from tu-
berculosis requiring sur-

has started suppressing
those, who owing to short-
age of employment op-

gery, robotic surgery will
be instrumental in provid-
ing the right care to
them,” Mandaviya said.
He said that providing
accessible and affordable

in empaneled private hos-
pitals. The National
Health Authority plat-
form has been deployed
for this purpose, he said.
The minister under-

lined that this facility
will ease processes equip-
ping private hospitals
with resources to provide
priority treatment to ben-
eficiaries.

healthcare to the last
mile is the government’s
goal and the foundation
of a healthy nation.
Reemphasising the
commitment to foster a
healthier, technological-
ly advanced, and pros-
perous nation, the
Union minister said a
multi-tier approach has
been adopted to ensure
comprehensive quality
healthcare at affordable
rates in which the health
ministry has revised the
rates of CGHS packages

banned the sale of meat
and fish in open places.

portunities, are self-em-
ployed by selling fish,
eggs, meat etc. How is it
appropriate?
Reconsideration of this
controversial decision is
necessary.”

The newly-appointed
Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Mohan Yadav
on Wednesday issued a
directive prohibiting the
use of loudspeakers at re-
ligious places beyond per-
missible decibel levels.

Holding his first cabi-
net meeting after taking
the oath of office, he also
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