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New Delhi, Dec 13 (PTI): 

In a major security
breach on the anniversary
of the 2001 Parliament ter-
ror attack, two persons on
Wednesday jumped into
the Lok Sabha chamber
from the public gallery
during Zero Hour and re-
leased yellow gas from can-
isters and shouted slogans
before being overpowered
by MPs.

Around the same time,
two persons, including a
woman, also sprayed
coloured gas from canis-
ters while shouting slo-
gans 'tanashahi nahi chale-
gi' outside the Parliament
premises. All four have
been detained by security

forces. Two persons, in-
volved in the Lok Sabha in-
cident, have been identi-
fied as Sagar Sharma and
Manoranjan. Sharma had
come to the visitor's
gallery as a guest of
Mysuru Lok Sabha mem-

ber Prathap Simha.
Two individuals - Sagar

Sharma and D
Manoranjan - deployed yel-
low smoke canisters inside
the Lok Sabha, and two
others - Neelam Devi and
Amol Shinde - burst red

and yellow canisters out-
side the Parliament. The
fifth has been named as
Lalit Jha, at whose
Gurgaon home the other
five stayed. The sixth has
been named as Vicky
Sharma, also from
Gurgaon, He has also been
arrested.

The two jumped into the
chamber from the public
gallery at around 1 pm.
And while one was spotted
jumping over the benches,
the other was left dangling
from the gallery before
jumping into the Chamber,
according to several MPs
present in the House.

BJP member Rajendra
Agrawal, who was in the
chair, adjourned the pro-
ceedings till 2 pm as one
part of the Lok Sabha
chamber was filled with
yellow-coloured smoke.

Raipur, Dec 13: 

Senior BJP leader and the tribal
face of the party, Vishnu Deo Sai, on
Wednesday took oath as the Chief
Minister of Chhattisgarh, ten days
after the saffron party returned to
power after a gap of five years by un-
seating Congress in the assembly
elections.

State BJP president Arun Sao and
general secretary Vijay Sharma,
both first-time MLAs, took oath as
deputy chief ministers.

Governor Biswabhusan
Harichandan administered the oath
of office and secrecy to Sai, 59, and
his two deputies during a grand
swearing-in ceremony held at the
Science College ground here attend-
ed by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Union ministers Amit Shah,
Nitin Gadkari and Ramdas
Athawale, and BJP president JP
Nadda. Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath, his
Assam counterpart Himanta Biswa
Sarma, former Chhattisgarh chief
minister Raman Singh and party
leaders from other states attended
the event which saw a gathering of
around 50,000 people amid tight se-

curity. From the Congress' side, for-
mer chief minister Bhupesh Baghel
and ex-deputy CM TS Singh Deo
were present. Baghel shook hands
with PM Modi on the stage after the
event. Speaking on the sidelines of
the programme, senior BJP leader
Narayan Chandel said the newly-
anointed chief minister will soon ex-
pand the cabinet which will be a bal-
anced one, hinting at caste equations
to be taken into consideration.

As per norms, the Chhattisgarh
cabinet can have a maximum of 13

ministers, including the chief minis-
ter. Sao belongs to the influential
OBC community while Sharma,
known for his hardcore Hindutva
stand, is a Brahmin.

Earlier in the day, Sai offered
prayers at the Jagannath temple in
Raipur ahead of his swearing-in cer-
emony. He also paid tributes to free-
dom fighter Shaheed Veer Narayan
Singh and former Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee by garlanding
their statues at different places in
the state capital, officials said.

Narayanpur, Dec 13: 

A Chhattisgarh Armed
Force (CAF) jawan was
killed and another one in-
jured after Naxalites at-
tacked a team of security
personnel and triggered a
blast of an improvised ex-
plosive device (IED) in
Narayanpur district of
Chhattisgarh on Wednesday,
police said.

The incident occurred
around 11 am in Aamdai
Ghati iron ore mine area
under Chhote Dongar police
station limits when the secu-
rity personnel were out on
an area domination opera-
tion, a senior police official
said. "Naxalites triggered an
IED blast and opened firing
on the patrolling team that
led to an encounter between
the two sides," he said.

CAF jawan killed, another
injured in Naxal attack

Vishnu Deo Sai takes oath as Chh’garh CM
Arun Sao and Vijay
Sharma new Deputy CMs

PM Modi,Governor Biswabhusan Harichandan, Chief Minister-designate Vishnu Deo 
Sai and Deputy CM-designate Arun Sao and Vijay Sharma during the latter's swearing-in
ceremony, in Raipur(inset) CM Sai taking oath.

2001 PARL ATTACK ANNIV

Huge security breach in LS
Five arrested, hunt
on for 1 more

A visitor jumps in the Lok Sabha chamber from the public gallery during
the Winter session of Parliament, in New Delhi, Wednesday.

‘‘SSaaggaarr  SShhaarrmmaa  lleefftt
LLuucckknnooww  hhoommee  ttoo

aatttteenndd  ‘‘pprrootteesstt’’  iinn  DDeellhhii’’

Family members of
Sagar Sharma, one of
the two men who
jumped into the Lok
Sabha chamber from
the public gallery on
Wednesday, said he left
home here a few days
ago to attend a
"protest" in Delhi.
However, the family
said they are unaware
about his involvement in
the Parliament security
breach.

‘‘HHaanngg  mmyy  ssoonn  iiff  hhee  
hhaass  ddoonnee  wwrroonngg’’

"Hang my son if he has
done wrong", said the
father of one of the two
men who jumped into the
Lok Sabha chamber in a
major security breach on
Wednesday
Manoranjan D's father
Devaraje Gowda, however,
claimed that his son is
honest and truthful and
always desired to do good
for the society. "It is okay
if my son does good but if
he has done something
wrong then hang him. He
is not my son (if he has
done wrong)," Gowda said.

IInnttrruuddeerrss  ggoott  ppaasssseess
ffrroomm  BBJJPP  MMPP  PPrraatthhaapp

SSiimmhhaa’’ss  ooffffiiccee
After the major security

breach in the Lok Sabha,
in which two men carry-
ing smoke canisters
jumped into the chamber
of the House from the vis-
itors' gallery, BSP MP
Danish Ali said that at
least one of the passes
recovered after the attack
had been issued by BJP
MP Prathap Simha's
office. Sources have also
confirmed that both men
who jumped into the
chamber were given visi-
tors' passes by  Simha. 

LLSS,,  DDeellhhii  ppoolliiccee  ttoo  
pprroobbee  sseeccuurriittyy  llaappssee

Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla on Wednesday ordered
a high-level inquiry into the
incident of two persons
jumping into the house
chamber from the public
gallery with smoke canis-
ters. Birla lauded the Lok
Sabha members, security
personnel, chamber staff,
and marshals for rising to
the occasion and capturing
the perpetrators. He said in
2001 too central paramili-
tary forces and other secu-
rity had made collective
efforts and prevented a ter-
ror attack on Parliament.
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Bhilai, Dec 13: The Iron
Ore Lump Crushing Unit
was inaugurated by
Anirban Dasgupta
Director In charge, Bhilai
Steel Plant on December
09, 2023. The new unit
shall crush iron ore lumps
into fines to be utilised by
Sinter Plants for making
Sinter.

The fines generated
from the crushing unit
will have higher iron con-
tent and less gangue than
the fines supplied from
Mines. This shall result in
production of better quali-
ty Sinter, which in turn
will increase the produc-
tivity of Blast Furnaces.

Dasgupta appreciated
the efforts of Ore
Handling Plant (OHP)

team for ensuring timely
execution of project for
erecting the unit. He also
appreciated the spirited
Bhilai Collective for over-
coming challenging situa-
tions and turning them
into opportunities.

Anjani Kumar, ED
(Works) was also highly
appreciative of Team OHP
for their efforts. He
thanked everybody who
helped for timely comple-

tion of the project.
BK Giri, ED (Mines) in

his address praised all
members of the team that
was behind this project. S
Mukhopadhyay, ED
(Projects), AK
Chakraborty ED (MM),
Sameer Swarup, ED
(Rowghat), Pawan Kumar,
ED (P&A) and Dr
Ravindranath M, CMO I/c
(M&HS) were present on
this occasion, along with

CGM in charges, CGMs,
GMs and other senior offi-
cials of the Plant.

A video presentation ex-
plaining the working and
significance of the ore-
crushing Unit was also
played on this
occasion.Tapas Dasgupta,
CGM I/c (Iron) briefed
about the significance of
the project in his welcome
address.

The programme was
compered by RK Bisare,
CGM (Plate Mill) and
Sushmits Patla, Asst
M g r ( P e r s o n n e l ) .
Proposing the vote of
thanks, HK Pathak, CGM
(OHP) said execution of
the project was a triumph
of Team BSP, made possi-
ble with the support and
guidance of Director I/c
and ED (Works).
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Bhilai, Dec 13: Police
nabbed a drug peddler and
seized a huge quantity of
psychotropic drugs from
his possession. 705 nos
Alprazolam Tablets were
recovered from him.

On the instructions of
SSP Ram Gopal Garg, a
joint team of ACCU and
Khursipar Police Station
was maintaining vigil on
the activities of suspects
and criminal record hold-
ers. The network of in-
formers was also activat-
ed for the purpose.

In this sequel, police re-
ceived a tip off regarding
a suspect who was ped-
dling drugs near the

Electricity Office in
Khursipar. Police team
swung into action and the
suspect was taken into
custody. On searching, po-
lice recovered 47 strips
(705 nos) Alprazolam
Tablets, some cash and a

Samsung Mobile from his
possession. He was selling
the psychotropic drugs to
the addicts.

The accused Saif
Siddhiqui (25) son of
Abdul Majid Siddhiqui, a
resident of Shop no 79,
Avenue C, A Market,
Sector 01 was arrested
and produced before the
court.

SI Yuvraj Sahu,
Constable Subhash Yadav,
Sandeep Kurre, ASI
Shamit Mishra, Constable
Arvind Mishra, Rinku
Soni, Rakesh Anna,
Rakesh Chaudhary,
Bhavesh patel, gunit and
D Prakash played a vital
role in arresting the ac-
cused.

MLA gets OYO hotels sealed on 
complaint of immoral activities
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 13: Bhilai
Municipal Corporation
sealed two hotels run by
OYO in the residential
area of Shivaji nagar.
MLA Rikesh Sen had re-
ceived complaints against
these hotels after which he
reached the spot with the
BMC officials and in-
structed them to take ac-
tion against the hotel own-
ers.

BMC sealed two hotel
buildings in Shivaji nagar,
which were run through
OYO App in the residential
areas. The BMC team led
by MLA Rikesh Sen sealed
two buildings on Street 6
which were named as
Evening Star Inn and City
Tower Inn.

People of Ward 14
Shivaji Nagar area had
complained that unethical

activities were being con-
ducted in these hotels lo-
cated in the middle of resi-
dential areas. Taking cog-
nizance of the complaint,
Vaishali Nagar MLA
Rikesh Sen reached the
spot along with the team of
corporation and police ad-
ministration and gave in-
structions for action.

Corporation officials as
the building owners
Bajrang Yadav and Akash

Kumar Yadav to show nec-
essary government docu-
ments like building per-
mit, Gumasta license,
property tax receipt, shop
establishment, hotel regis-
tration etc.

When the owners were
unable to produce the doc-
uments, the cops evacuat-
ed the building and the en-
forcement squad of BMC
locked and sealed the
buildings.

Habitual offender held for bike lifting   
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 13: Police ar-
rested a habitual offender
on charges of bike lifting.
A stolen bike was recov-
ered from his possession.
Considering the rising
cases of thefts, SSP Ram
Gopal Garg had directed to
trace the accused and re-
cover the stolen items.

In this sequel, a joint
team of ACCU and
Chhawani Police Station
started maintaining vigil
on the activities of sus-
pects and criminal record
holders. They also checked
the criminals released
from jail. The network of
informers was activated to
gather information about
the suspects.

Meanwhile, police re-
ceived a tip off regarding a
habitual offender, who was
recently released from jail.
He was looking for cus-

tomers to sell a bike near
Canal Road in Khursipar.
Acting on this tip off, po-
lice team swung into ac-
tion and the suspect was
taken into custody.

During interrogation, he
confessed to stealing the
bike from Rajrajeshwari
Temple. Police recovered
the stolen bike bearing reg-
istration number CG07-
BK-8808 from the posses-
sion of the accused identi-
fied as Chugge alias Sushil
Sahu (28) son of Late Ram
Lakhan Sahu a resident of
Subhash Market, Zone 3,
Khursipar.

He was produced before
the court and has been
sent to jail on judicial re-
mand. SI Uday Shankar
Jha, ASI Shamit Mishra,
Constable Arvind Mishra,
Rinku Soni, Rakesh Anna
and Rakesh Chaudhary
played a vital role in ar-
resting the accused.

Special cleanliness prog
organised in rural areas

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 13: Under the
Vikas Bharat Sankalp
Yatra, Swachh Bharat
Abhiyan programme was
organized in the district in
urban and rural areas. It
needs to be mentioned
here that under the Vikas
Bharat Sankalp Yatra, a
special initiative is being
taken to make people
aware of cleanliness by or-
ganizing Swachh Bharat
Abhiyan.

Cleanliness programs
were organized in all the
rural areas of the district.
People from all sections
participated enthusiasti-
cally and ensured their ac-
tive participation in this
campaign. Under the

Vikas Bharat Sankalp
Yatra, major places of the
village were cleaned in 300
gram panchayats of the
district.

The squares and traffic
junctions of Gram
Panchayats, school prem-
ises, Anganwadi premises
and market places were

cleaned. Public represen-
tatives, distinguished citi-
zens, villagers, sarpanchs,
secretaries, Anganwadi
workers, sanitation work-
ers, women self-help
groups and employees are
participating enthusiasti-
cally in the cleanliness
campaign.

Programmes were or-
ganised to inspire the
general public to keep
homes, roads and public
places clean, to control
diseases related to cleanli-
ness, to take steps to-
wards a healthy and clean
future and to educate peo-
ple about the importance
of cleanliness and ensure
the use of toilets.

Such programmes cre-
ate an atmosphere of hap-
piness among the general
public. Villages and cities
are moving towards
cleanliness. Under the
campaign, public places
and ponds were cleaned.
Women self-help group
conducted the task of
garbage collection door 
to door.
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Health officers asked to encourage ANC registration
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 13: Collector
Pushpendra Kumar
Meena chaired a review
meeting of the Health
Department on
Wednesday. He asked the
health officials that they
have the important re-
sponsibility. During the
meeting, a thorough re-
view of the antenatal
check-up (ANC) was done.

The Collector gave nec-
essary guidelines after an-
alyzing the data related to
fourth antenatal check-up,
institutional delivery and
other data related to insti-
tutional delivery on the
basis of fourth antenatal
check-up.

He said that ANM and
Anganwadi center work-
ers should visit door-to-
door to motivate pregnant
women. Through these
tests, potential complica-
tions are detected before
delivery, which signifi-
cantly reduces complica-

tions during delivery and
also reduces maternal and
child mortality. ANC is
necessary at least four
times during the entire pe-
riod of pregnancy.

The Collector gave in-
structions to encourage
institutional deliveries
and ANC registration.
Collector instructed the
top officers of the Health
Department to issue no-
tices to Sector Health
Officers of Gram
Panchayat whose ANC
registration is less than
80 percent.

The Collector directed
the Health Department

officials that the poor and
needy people must get the
benefits of the govern-
ment schemes. He asked
to run an awareness cam-
paign to increase the reg-
istration of pregnant
women and conduct de-
liveries in health centres.

He instructed the sec-
tor officers to conduct
surveys in their respec-
tive areas and register
pregnant women. He gave
instructions to conduct
safe deliveries in health
centers to reduce mater-
nal and child mortality.

Instructions were given
to the sector health offi-

cers to provide better
health facilities to the
people and bring better
results in the progress of
implementation of the
schemes. The Collector
discussed the cases of
death of newborn babies
during delivery due to
health reasons in the dis-
trict.

The Collector asked the
Health Department offi-
cials to ensure that more
pregnant women under-
go institutional delivery
by giving wide publicity
to the institutional deliv-
ery facilities available in
the health centres.

Anganwadi workers and
Mitanin workers were
asked to provide neces-
sary support to pregnant
women and spread
awareness in the area
and the facilities provid-
ed through the organiza-
tion.

He asked private nurs-
ing homes to hold meet-
ings from time to time
and to take action if in-
formation is not received
from the nursing homes.
Collector said that mak-
ing Ayushman card is
very important from the
health point of view of
the citizens.

Everyone should make
sure to do this work on
priority. During the meet-
ing, information was
taken about the work
being done by the physio-
therapists. During the
meeting, health officers of
all the development blocks
as well as Chief Health
Officer Dr JP Meshram
were present.

Peddler nabbed with 
psychotropic drugs

Selection Trials for
BSP Badminton
Team on Dec 17

Bhilai, Dec 12: SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant's Department of Sports, Cultural
& Civic Amenities (SCCA) is organis-
ing Selection Trials to select players
(Male) for BSP's Badminton Team, to
take part in the SAIL Badminton
Championship.   SAIL-Bokaro Steel
Plant (BSL) is organizing the SAIL
Badminton Championship from
January 06- 08, 2024, at Bokaro,
Jharkhand. The Selection trial will be
organised at Badminton Court, Indoor
Stadium, Civic-Centre, Bhilai, on
December 17, at 08.00 hrs, to select
BSP's regular employees and players
(Male) for BSP's Badminton Team.
Registration for the Selection trial
may be made with the selectors for
BSP's Badminton Team,Praveen
Upadhyay (74895-99530) and Salim
Qureshi (94079-84236) on December
1, at 14:00 hrs, at Indoor Stadium,
Civic Centre, Bhilai.  Abhijit
Bhowmick, Asst Mgr (SCCA) will be
in-charge of the Selection Trial.

Ore Crushing Unit inaugurated at OHP

Student Nurses Association of Chh’garh
tops All-India Competition

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 13: The TNAI
Headquarters, New Delhi organ-
ised the 30th SNAI National
BiennialConference at
Thyagaraj Sports Complex from
November 27-29, 2023in which-
nursing students from different
nursing colleges of Chhattisgarh
State participatedin various ac-
tivities and emerged victorious
and made our State proud at
theNational level. At Nationals,
58 out of 2800 nursing students
participated andrepresented
Chhattisgarh. The Biennial
Conference of Student Nurses
Association(SNA) is organized
every two years under the aegis
of Indian Trained
NursesAssociation, in which var-
ious activities like scientific
paper presentation,extempore
speech, essay, quiz, poster, on
the spot painting, pencil sketch-
ing, bestSNA diary and dance
competitions are conducted for
the nursing students of entire-

country, so that their talents can
take flight.

This year, for the Best SNA
diary second prize was bagged
by ShankaracharyaSwami
Swaroopanand College of
Nursing, Junwani. In Dance
event, JyotsanaGautam,
Aishwarya Thakur, Sanskriti
Shriwas, Leena, Khushboo,
Namrata Soni,Hina Yadav and
TanyaliKujun of PG College of
Nursing, Sector-9 grabbed third-
prize. Vaibhav Jacob Das of
Shankaracharya Swami
Swaroopanand College
ofNursing was awarded first

prize in Personality Contest
(Male). Similarly, SakshiRao of
PG College of Nursing, gained
second prize in Personality
Contest (Female).Mridula
Kumbhkar of Government
College of Nursing, Bilaspur
bagged first prizein Essay
Competition. In Extempore
Competition (Hindi), first prize
was grabbedby Daminee Sinha
of Government College of
Nursing, Jagdalpur. Roshini
ofGovernment College of
Nursing, Bilaspur was awarded
third prize in Discuss
Throw(Girls). For poster compe-

tition, in Medical Surgical
Nursing, second prize wasat-
tained by Jayshree and Damini;
in Community Nursing, second
prize wasawarded to Akanksha
Miri and Nidhi Sahu; in
Psychiatric Nursing, second
prize wasbagged by Romi Sahu
and Rishika Kumari of PG
College of Nursing. In
SNAActivities Poster: Rupali,
Janvee and Durgeshwari got
second prize; in
PediatricNursing, Pallavi
Meshram and Chitra of
Government College of
Nursing,Rajnandgaon got first

prize.Behind these accolades,
the consistent and unwavering
support of TNAI Membersof
Chhattisgarh State Branch re-
spectively, Chairman Prof (Dr)
AbhilekhaBiswal, Vice President
Prof (Dr) Sreelata Pillai,
Secretary Prof (Dr.) Sindhu A
Menon, Treasurer Prof (Dr)
Daisy Abraham, SNA Advisor
Beena R Thomas, Chairman
(Nursing Services) Sushila
Singh, Chairman(Nursing
Education) Prof (Dr) Sreemini
Pillai, Chairperson (Public
HealthSection) Prof (Dr) Jaya
Chakraborty etc played a major
role in theseexceptional
achievements at the National
Conference.

The SNAI Unit of
Chhattisgarh received maxi-
mum prizes at the
NationalConference. This unit is
always committed towards the
excellence in all-rounddevelop-
ment of nursing students by par-
ticipating in various extra-cur-
ricularactivities.

‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat Ke Liye 
Ispat Ki Atmanirbharta’ Selfie zone

inaugurated in Maitri Bagh
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 13: A Selfie
Zone, showcasing
Aatmanirbhar Bharat Ke
Liye Ispat Ki
Atmanirbharta (Self-
Reliance of Steel for a Self-
Reliant India) was inaugu-
rated by Pawan Kumar, ED
(P&A), for the visitors at
Maitri Baag, Bhilai, on
December 12, 2023.

JY Sapkale, CGM
(TSD&CSR), Jacob
Kurian, GM (LA & PR),
Vishnu Kumar Pathak,
GM (TSD), and Dr NK
Jain, DGM (Horticulture-
TSD) were also present on
this occasion, along with
other Senior Officials and
Plant Personnel.

The Steel Authority of
India Limited (SAIL) has
taken a firm step by pro-
gressing swiftly in the

field of steel manufactur-
ing and currently, India
has become a major steel
manufacturer in the
world. The leap of
progress achieved by SAIL
in the past nine years by
contributing to several
prestigious developmental
projects including Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel's Statue
of Unity in Gujarat,
M a n g a l y a a n ,
Chandrayaan, Atal
Tunnel, Rohtang, Indian

Navy's Vikrant, and other
warships have been show-
cased at this newly-inau-
gurated Selfie Zone.

An attempt has been
made to convey SAIL's
contributions to society,
through this Selfie Zone at
Maitri Baag, run by the
Horticulture Section of
BSP's Town Services
Department, which has
now become a new attrac-
tion for the tourists visit-
ing Maitri Baag.
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Raipur, Dec 13: 

Chhattisgarh BJP presi-
dent Arun Sao and gener-
al secretary Vijay
Sharma, who took oath as
deputy chief ministers on
Wednesday, are first-time
MLAs and have held or-
ganisational positions in
their political careers and
considered close to the
RSS.

Both come from diverse
social backgrounds Sao is
a prominent OBC leader,
while Sharma is a
Brahmin. This is the first
time the state has had two
deputy CMs since its for-
mation in 2000.

BJP’s impressive per-
formance in the state
brought Sao under the
spotlight who was also
seen as a potential candi-
date for the chief ministe-
rial position.

The lawyer-turned-
politician is seen as a non-

controversial and neutral
leader with no affiliation
to any group in the BJP’s
state unit but with a hum-
ble but aggressive person-
ality.

Sao won the Lormi as-
sembly seat by 45,891 votes
against his nearest rival
from Congress’
Thaneshwar Sahu.

It is said that in the 2019
parliamentary elections,
Sao, who lacked experi-
ence in electoral politics,
had won the Bilaspur Lok
Sabha seat by a margin of
1.41 lakh votes riding on
the Modi wave.

A year before the assem-
bly elections, the 54-year-
old MP was made the pres-
ident of the Chhattisgarh
BJP unit replacing promi-
nent tribal leader Vishnu
Deo Sai, who took oath as
the chief minister in the
presence of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
here on Wednesday.

Sao, who hails from the
influential Sahu OBC

community, is known for
his strong base among the
lower cadre and was tout-
ed by political experts as a
good choice for the posi-
tion of state BJP chief to
mobilise party workers
ahead of the assembly
polls.

According to political
experts, the OBC face was
elevated to the key post as
the Sahu community con-
stitutes a major portion of
the state’s population and
considerably influences
the poll outcomes in 51

general seats in the 90-
member assembly.

The move was also seen
as a counter to the
Congress’s biggest OBC
face and former CM
Bhupesh Baghel, who
projects himself as “son of
the soil”.

A lawyer by profession,
Sao was earlier a member
of the Akhil Bharatiya
Vidyarthi Parishad
(ABVP), a student wing of
the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS), and other organisa-

tions since 1990. He was
also an RSS worker.

Sao was instrumental in
targeting the Bhupesh
Baghel government over
alleged scams and openly
accused it of conspiring
“targeted killing” of his
party workers in Bastar
leaders by Maoists this
year.

Vijay Sharma, the sec-
ond deputy CM, is a
Brahmin and a vocal sup-
porter of Hindutva. In the
recent elections, he
trounced influential
Congress leader and then
minister Mohammad
Akbar in the Kawardha
constituency by 39,592
votes.

Notably, Sharma (50)
was arrested on the
charges of rioting in con-
nection with communal
violence in Kawardha
town in Kabirdham dis-
trict in October 2021.

A communal clash had
broken out over the re-
moval of religious flags

from a thoroughfare in
Kawardha. Two days after
the incident, some right-
wing outfits took out a
protest rally during which
violence erupted.

BJP MP Santosh
Pandey, former MP
Abhishek Singh and Vijay
Sharma were named in
the FIR on charges of riot-
ing, abetting the riot and
others by the police in
connection with the vio-
lence. Sharma was arrest-
ed and later released on
bail.

Sharma started his po-
litical career as a joint
convener of the Kawardha
city unit of ABVP.

From 2004 to 2010, he
headed the Bharatiya
Janata Yuva Morch’s
(BJYM) Kabirdham dis-
trict unit. He served as
BJYM’s Chhattisgarh unit
president from 2016 to
2020. In 2020, he was elect-
ed as a member of
Kabirdham Zila
Panchayat.

Deputy CMs Sao and Sharma are first-time MLAs 
 With close RSS links

PM Modi accorded warm 
welcome at the Airport

Raipur: Prime Minister Narendra Modi received a
warm welcome at Raipur Airport. Rajya Sabha MP
Saroj Pandey, MP Santosh Pandey, Director General
of Police  Ashok Juneja, Principal Secretary Manoj
Pingua, Collector Dr. Sarveshwar Bhure, SSP
Prashant Agrawal and other distinguished public
representatives were present at the airport.

Sai performs pooja-archana 
and took charge as CM

Raipur: The Chief Minister Vishnu Deo Sai per-
formed the traditional pooja-archana before assum-
ing office at the Mahanadi Bhavan on Wednesday. For
the first time in the history of Chhattisgarh, the
Chief Minister performed traditional ceremony be-
fore taking office. It is noteworthy that the Chief
Minister, Mr. Sai, is very religious, and he also wor-
shipped at his residence and performed puja at the
Lord Jagannath Temple in the morning.” Deputy
Chief Ministers  Arun Sao and Vijay Sharma were
also present on this occasion. Chief Secretary
Amitabh Jain, Additional Chief Secretary Subrat
Sahoo, and Director General of Police Ashok Juneja
greeted the Chief Minister and extended a cordial
welcome. After assuming office, Chief Minister
Vishnu Deo Sai also held introductions with senior
officials from various departments of the ministry in
his office chamber.

Sai seeks mother’s blessings
ahead of oath-taking ceremony

Raipur: Before taking the oath as the Chief Minister
of Chhattisgarh, Shri Vishnu Deo Sai reached his
home in Purena in the capital Raipur this morning
to seek blessings from his mother, Smt. Jasmani Devi
Sai. It is worth mentioning that Shri Vishnu Deo Sai
will take the oath as the Chief Minister of
Chhattisgarh at a grand ceremony to be organized at
Science College Ground here today. Mother Jasmani
Devi Sai not only blessed her son but also warmly
embraced him. Smt. Jasmani Devi Sai stated that the
one who shouldered the responsibility of the family
at a very young age is now taking charge of the state.
She lovingly fed sweets to Mr. Sai. Family members
and relatives of Chief Minister Mr Sai present on the
occasion extended their best wishes to him. It
marked a deeply emotional and unforgettable mo-
ment for the family.

CM performs puja with his family
members at his residence
Before the oath-taking ceremony

Raipur: Before taking the oath as the Chief Minister
of Chhattisgarh, Vishnu Deo Sai had ‘Darshan’ of the
deities in the puja room of his house and participated
in the puja. He also sought blessings from his mother
Smt. Jasmani Devi. Chief Minister worshipped the
deities at his residence, participating in the puja
along with his family members, including his wife,
Smt. Kaushalya Devi. Chief Minister performed the
Nav Grah Puja, followed by ‘Swastivachan’. Chief
Minister and his family participated in the puja, con-
cluding with a havan performed according to rituals.
Chief Minister Shri Sai prayed for the well-being,
happiness and prosperity of the people of
Chhattisgarh. Before this, he also had the Darshan of
Lord Jagannath, Balabhadra, and Subhadra ji at the
Jagannath temple. Chief Minister sought the bless-
ings of his mother and received them with a warm
embrace from her.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 13: The first
cabinet meeting of the
newly-formed Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) gov-
ernment in Chhattisgarh
will take place on
Thursday, Chief Minister
Vishnu Deo Sai said.

After the ceremony, Sai
and his two deputies went
to the Mantralaya and
took charge after perform-
ing rituals. The three held
talks with state chief sec-
retary Amitabh Jain and
Director General of Police
Ashok Juneja there.
Talking to reporters, Sai
said his first cabinet meet-
ing will be held on
Thursday.

“Today I, Sao ji and
Sharma ji took oath. We
are fortunate that PM
Modi, home minister Amit
Shah ji, national president
Nadda ji, several Union
ministers, chief ministers
of several states and other

dignitaries attended the
swearing-in ceremony. We
would like to express our
gratitude to them for mak-
ing the event a success,”
the new CM said.

“...Today, no decisions
have been taken. The cabi-
net meeting will be held on
Thursday. An introducto-
ry programme with secre-
taries of all departments
will also be held tomorrow.
Subsequently a press
briefing will be done,” he
said.

Asked about the deci-
sions which could be taken
on priority basis in the
cabinet, Sai said, “We will
discuss it in the cabinet.
However, you all know the
‘Modi ki guarantees’ the
promises made in our poll
manifesto. Discussion will
be held on it in the cabinet
and priorities will be
fixed.”

After being elected as
the leader of BJP legisla-
tive party on Sunday, Sai
had said that sanctioning

18 lakh houses to the bene-
ficiaries of PM Awas
Yojana will be the first
work to be done in the
state. He had also said that
on December 25, the birth
anniversary of former PM

Atal Bihari Vajpayee who
was founder of
Chhattisgarh state, bonus
against paddy procure-
ment for two years which
was pending during the
previous BJP government

(2013-2018) will be given to
farmers (who had then
sold their paddy).

All the guarantees of
Modi Ji, our poll promises,
will be fulfilled in the next
five years, he had said.

Vishnu Deo Sai-led govt to 
hold its first cabinet meet today

Raipur: Suspense over the
members of Chhattisgarh
Cabinet continues on
Wednesday also as apart from
the Chief Minister Vishnu Deo
Sai, the State BJP President
Arun Sao and General
Secretary Vijay Sharma took
oath as Deputy Chief
Ministers. Initially, the major-
ity of the eligible MLAs were
also to be administered oath
here on Wednesday but the
late night political exercise,
restrict the oath taking cere-
mony to just three members
of BJP Government. 

Amidst speculation over the
probable faces in the BJP
Cabinet, the Cabinet expan-
sion is likely to be held on
December 16. Just like so far,
the Cabinet expansion too
would bring a lot of surprise
with several of the senior
MLAs and former Ministers,
out from the Sai Cabinet.
Party insiders said that the
BJP’s central leadership has
gone for last minute changes
in the list of the Ministers
which has further created
panic among the senior mem-
bers of BJP Legislative Party.

It is notable that the names of
senior MLAs like Brijmohan
Agrawal, Ramvichar Netam,
Renuka Singh and Ajay
Chandrakar are among those
probable for the Cabinet
berth but with changed politi-
cal scenario, the senior MLAs
are also not confident of
Ministerial berth. Meanwhile,
the Chief Minister Vishnu Deo
Sai on Wednesday evening
while talking to media per-
sons said that the MLAs
would have to wait for some
time before few of them be
inducted into his Cabinet. 

Cabinet expansion of Sai cabinet likely on Dec 16
Suspense continues over the probable for Ministerial berth

Raipur/ New Delhi, Dec 13: Ravi
Uppal, one of the two main
owners of the Mahadev online
betting app, has been detained
in Dubai by the local police on
the basis of a red notice issued
by the Interpol at the behest of
the ED, official sources said
Wednesday.

Uppal, 43, was detained last
week in that country and the
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
authorities are in touch with
the Dubai authorities to get him
deported to India, they said.
The businessman is being
probed by the ED in a money
laundering case linked to
alleged illegal betting through
online apps apart from the
Chhattisgarh and Mumbai
Police crime branch. The feder-
al probe agency had filed a
money laundering charge sheet

against Uppal and another pro-
moter of the Internet-based
platform, Sourabh Chandrakar,
before a special Prevention of
Money Laundering Act (PMLA)
court in Chhattisgarh’s Raipur
in October. A red notice was
subsequently issued against
the two by the Interpol on the
basis of the ED’s request based
on a court issued non-bailable
warrant. Process is on to find
Chandrakant, 28, too, the
sources said.

The agency had informed
the court in the charge sheet
that Uppal has taken a passport
of Vanuatu, an island country in
the Pacific Ocean, even as he
has not renounced Indian citi-
zenship. Uppal, the ED said in
the prosecution complaint,
“generated and enjoyed pro-
ceeds of crime and is involved
in their concealment and layer-
ing.” It had alleged Uppal was
“looking after the delivery of

the liasioning money to the
bureaucrats and politicians of
Chhattisgarh through
Chandrabhushan Verma”, an
assistant sub inspector of
police, and some others.

The projected proceeds of
crime in this case is about Rs
6,000 crore, according to the
ED. The agency had claimed in
November, just before the first
phase of Chhattisgarh assem-
bly polls, that forensic analysis
and statement made by a ‘cash
courier’ named Asim Das have
led to “startling allegations”
that Mahadev betting app pro-
moters have paid about Rs 508
crore to former Chhattisgarh
chief minister and senior
Congress leader Bhupesh
Baghel so far, adding these
allegations were “subject mat-
ter of investigation”. Das had
later submitted before the spe-
cial court in Raipur that he had
been framed as part of a con-

spiracy and he had never deliv-
ered cash to politicians.

The ED investigation has
shown that Mahadev Online
Book App is run from a central
head office in the UAE, officials
said. It operates by franchising
“Panel/Branches” to their
known associates on 70-30 per
cent profit ratio, it had said.

Large scale hawala opera-
tions are done to siphon off the
proceeds of betting to off-shore
accounts, it had said.

Large expenditure in cash is
also being done in India for
advertising of betting websites
to attract new users and fran-
chise (panel) seekers, the ED
had said. The company promot-
ers hail from Bhilai in
Chhattisgarh and the Mahadev
online book betting application
is an umbrella syndicate
arranging online platforms for
enabling illegal betting web-
sites.

Mahadev app owner Ravi Uppal detained in Dubai
 ED seeks deportation

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 13: The 21st
IEEE International
Conference on
Information Technology
(OCIT-2023) kicked off on
a high note at the National
Institute of Technology
Raipur on Wednesday.

Guest of Honour Prof.
Saraju P Mohanty from
University of North
Texas, Denton delivered
an impassioned talk, em-
phasizing Smart
Agriculture. The talk fo-
cuses on technologies,
such as Artificial
Intelligence (AI) which
supports automation,
along with the Distributed
Ledger Technology (DLT)
and Security-by-Design
(SbD) which provides
agriculture data integrity
and security.

The Keynote Lecture by
Prof. Siba K Udgata,
Professor at University of
Hyderabad, delved into
the Explainable AI (XAI)
Models for Informed
Decision Making. Prof.
Udgata emphasized on the
various issues involved in
the traditional AI system
and also how different ex-
plainable AI models are

proposed to address these
issues. He discusses main-
ly the LIME (Local
Interpretable Model-
Agnostic Explanations)
and SHAP (SHapley
Additive exPlanations)
and how these models can
be used to increase the
transparency in the AI
systems.

The post-lunch session
commenced with an en-
gaging plenary talk by
Prof. TV Vijay Kumar, his
presentation, delved into
the Artificial Intelligence
for Disaster Management.
He explored the potential
applications of this tech-
nology.

The day featured three
technical sessions on
“Artificial Intelligence,
Machine Learning, and
Deep Learning,
Networking and
Information Security,
Multimedia, Signal
Processing, Embedded
Systems, Data Science,
Sequential, Parallel,
Distributed and Cloud
Computing, Power, Smart
Grid and Internet of
Things” with a total of 40
papers presented in each
session before and after
lunch.

Int’nl Conf on IT commences
with insightful sessions

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 13: Ehsannul
Siddaque from
Chhattisgarh has been
nominated as Vice
Captain of the Indian
Advocate Tem for the
World Cup tournament for
Advocates. Providing the
above information in a
joint press release, the
President of Chhattisgarh
Advocate Cricket
Association Faizal Rizvi
and Secretary Bhupender
Jain said that the 8th
Advocates Cricket World
Cup would be held from
December 27 to January 9
in Sri Lanka. They further
informed that two teams

from India
would be
participating
in the World
C u p .
S i d d a q u e
has been
made Vice

Captain of one of the
team. Office-bearers have
extended best wishes to
him for the World Cup
tournament. Above selec-
tion was made on the basis
of the recently held All
India Cricket Tournament
for Advocates and subse-
quently a selection trials
of 60 players was held at
Bangaluru. Siddaque is
Opening Batter and also
keeps Wicket for his team.

Raipur, Dec 13: After the defeat
in the assembly elections, the
first meeting of the Legislative
Party of the State Congress
Committee was held in Rajiv
Bhawan. 35 newly elected
Congress MLAs including
Chhattisgarh in-charge Kumari
Selja, National Treasurer Ajay
Maken, former Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, former
Deputy Chief Minister TS
Singhdev are present in the
meeting. Through this meeting,
Congress will select the name
of the Leader of Opposition.

There is a shortage of leaders
with vocal voice for the respon-
sibility of Leader of Opposition
in Congress. At present the
names of Assembly Speaker Dr.
Charandas Mahant, MLA
Umesh Patel, Konta MLA
Kawasi Lakhma, Bastar MLA
Lakheshwar Baghel are being
put forward. Anila Bhendia is
currently said to be the senior
most MLA among the women
MLAs of Congress. According
to sources, only selected
names have come forward for
this key post in Congress.

Congress MLAs meeting
held in Rajiv Bhawan

Ehsannul Siddaque named 
Vice Captain of India Advocates

team for World Cup
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Raipur, Nov 13: 

The efforts to resolve the
revenue matters going on
in the district for the last
one year do not seem to be
successful. Efforts were
made to settle the cases by
first setting up camps in
all the tehsils. Even after
this there was no signifi-
cant benefit.

After this, the resolution
of the cases remained
stuck due to the Model
Code of Conduct.
Meanwhile, according to
the Bhuiyan portal, more
than 13,000 revenue cases
are still pending in vari-
ous tehsils of the district,
whereas the number of
these cases in various
courts of Chhattisgarh is
only 9324, while the resolu-
tion of these cases is only
till the review meeting and
inspection.

It does not appear to
have any significant im-
pact on the ground.
Meanwhile, the work of
voter list revision for the
Lok Sabha elections is

starting from December 20
and the final publication
of the voter list will be
done in February.

In such a situation,
there are signs of imple-
mentation of the code of
conduct within a few days.
In such a situation, only
two months time seems to
be available to resolve all
the pending cases. After
this, all the officers and
employees will become
busy in election work and
people may have to face
problems. According to

the website of
Chhattisgarh Revenue
Department, the number
of cases pending in the
revenue courts is more
than nine thousand,
whereas in the Bhuinya
portal their number is
around 13,000. However,
only the figures of
Bhuinya are true, because
the cases which are regis-
tered in Bhuiyan on the
website are not necessari-
ly registered there also,
hence there is a difference
in the figures. The work of

revision of voter list for
Lok Sabha elections will
be expedited in January.
During this period, the
duty of most of the offi-
cers and employees will
again be used for election
work. In such a situation,
the pendency of cases will
increase again from
January itself and people
will have to make rounds
again. Camps were organ-
ized by the district admin-
istration in all the tehsils
to resolve the revenue
cases, in which people did

not show interest and due
to this the percentage of
cases being resolved was
not high. In such a situa-
tion, the situation seems to
be resolved by setting up a
camp again.

According to the offi-
cers, the cases in which
there is no dispute are re-
solved before the deadline,
whereas those in which
there is any kind of dis-
pute will take time to get
resolved. At the same
time, according to
Bhuiyan Portal, the num-
ber of disputed cases is
less, hence it seems possi-
ble to resolve all the cases
as soon as possible.

In the review meeting,
instructions have been
given to immediately re-
solve all the pending cases.
In this context, I myself
went and inspected and
have given instructions to
resolve the cases as soon
as possible. All matters
will be resolved soon said
Bibi Panchbhai,
Additional Collector,
Raipur

13,000 revenue cases pending, delay in
resolving cases during code of conduct

Raipur, Dec 13: 

Senior tribal leader of
Chhattisgarh, former
Union Minister and State
President of Sarva
Adivasi Samaj, Arvind
Netam has congratulated
Vishnu Deo Sai on being
elected Chief Minister of
Chhattisgarh.

He also congratulated
the central leadership.
Netam said that by being
elected Chief Minister
from the tribal area, Sai
will understand the chal-
lenges, conditions and
sentiments of the tribal
area. Netam expressed
hope that Chief Minister
Sai will give new impe-
tus to the development of
tribal areas by talking to
tribal societies.

According to him
Draupadi Murmu from
the tribal community be-

coming the President
and Vishnu Deo Sai from
the tribal community in
Chhattisgarh getting the
opportunity to become
the Chief Minister is a
big thing for the society.
According to him people
belonging to the tribal
community say less and
do more. Similarly, the
new Chief Minister Sai
will also work, he said.
Netam told that he re-
ceived an invitation for
the swearing-in ceremo-
ny of the new Chief
Minister of
Chhattisgarh and cabi-
net members, in which
he will attend.

According to Netam
for the development of

tribal areas, it is neces-
sary to see them sepa-
rately from other areas.
Generally development
is measured by industri-
alization. The concept is
that if there is industri-
alization then there will
be development, he said,
adding that industrial-
ization is necessary, but
natural resources should
not be destroyed.

He expressed hope that
the new Chief Minister
Sai will deeply under-
stand the sentiments of
the tribal society and
after talking to them,
will create a new path of
development for the trib-
al areas. Netam said that
his experience regarding
the development of trib-
al society in
Chhattisgarh in the last
years was not good.

There has been a lack
of communication be-
tween the government
and the tribal society, he
said. With Vishnu Deo
Sai becoming the Chief
Minister, it is expected
that this lack of commu-
nication will end, he
added.

Former Union Minister Netam
congratulates new CM Sai

 Says a CM from the
tribal community 
will understand chal-
lenges, conditions 
and sentiments 
of tribal areas

Raipur, Dec 13: 

People hoping  a gas
cylinder for Rs 500 may get
a big shock. According to
the information, instruc-
tions have been given to
provide this benefit only to
Ujjwala gas connection
holders. For this, it is nec-
essary for all Ujjwala gas
connection holders to get
e-KYC done in the con-
cerned gas agency. The
number of Ujjwala gas
connection holders in the
district is 65 thousand,
who will get the benefit.

Due to server down in
agencies, only eight thou-
sand e-KYC has been done
so far. Oil companies have
asked gas agencies to do e-
KYC only for those taking
gas connections under the

Ujjwala scheme. After the
announcement of the new
government, preparations
are being made by the
companies to give subsidy
on gas cylinders. To en-
sure that consumers get
subsidy on time, all gas
agencies have been in-
structed to do e-KYC of
Ujjwala customers.

There are 35 gas agen-
cies in the district, where

consumers have been
reaching since morning to
get e-KYC done. After wait-
ing in line for hours, when
people’s turn comes, they
get information that the
server is down. Due to
this, disappointed people
are returning home with-
out getting e-KYC done.
Frustrated and angry con-
sumers sometimes start
arguing with the agency

operators. They allege that
instead of doing e-KYC,
the agency people are mis-
leading the public.

The administration has
given an ultimatum to all
consumers to get e-KYC
done by December 31.
Beneficiaries fear that if e-
KYC is not done on time,
they will be deprived of
benefits.

This is the reason why
they are busy in getting e-
KYC done as soon as possi-
ble. Only Ujjwala benefici-
aries have been instructed
to get e-KYC done.
According to the current
instructions, the subsi-
dized cylinders will be
given only to the benefici-
aries of Ujjwala, said 
KC Tharwani, Food
Controller, Raipur.

E-KYC needed to get gas cylinder for Rs 500
Only  beneficiaries of Ujjwala scheme to get the benefit

Forms can 
be submitted

online for Open
School exams

Raipur, Dec 13:
Chhattisgarh State Open
School has set up Student
Corner for the students to
submit examination forms
online for High School/
Higher Secondary
Examination. The stu-
dents can submit forms in
Student Portal through
www.sos.cg.nic.in. For this
the students will have to
get registration done by
entering their mobile
numbers. The mobile
numbers will be their user
IDs. After registration,
they important instruc-
tions will be seen. After
going through the instruc-
tions the students will
have to select examina-
tion, district and study
centre.

Raipur, Dec 13: Police
have arrested seven minor
accused who were abscond-
ing from juvenile home  lo-
cated in Mana in Raipur.
All the accused have been
caught by the police from
Rajim about 45 km from
Raipur. All of them were
lodged in juvenile home in
serious cases like murder.
At six in the morning on
Sunday, all of them broke
the window of their room
and absconded. After
which a case was regis-
tered under absconding
sections in Mana police sta-
tion and investigation was
being done. Meanwhile, the

police got information
about the presence of the
accused in Rajim. After the
information, the police
took action and arrested all
the seven accused.=
According to the informa-
tion, the three absconding
accused were sent to juve-
nile home in a murder case
two years ago. The four ac-
cused of attempt to murder
are residents of Gudhiyari
and Ramnagar areas.

According to the informa-
tion, after the fight and vio-
lence on Thursday, all
seven planned to abscond
together.

There is not much secu-
rity on Sunday at juvenile
home. Taking advantage of
this, they broke the win-
dow and escaped. After
this, hiding in the bushes
behind, they reached Zora
and from there took the
auto and absconded.

Seven minors absconding from
juvenile home arrested from Rajim
 Were involved 

in serious cases 
like murder

Raipur (Khamhariya),
Dec 13: Mother’s Pride
Senior Secondary CBSE
Affiliated School at
Khamhariya students
with full zeal and enthusi-
asm showcased their tal-
ents under the guidance
of the mentors of schools
by making their working
and non-working models
on Saturday  Dec 9, 2023.
This event was organized
by the School manage-
ment to spotlight students
creativity and ingenuity
in the realm of science
and technology. The en-
tire ground work was
made in a synchronized
way by the
Administrative Manager
of the school MK Sahu.
His vision and style was
extraordinary which
made hassle-free function-
ing of the Event.

The School also had a

parents teachers amalga-
mation on this day.
Around 300 parents and
guardians visited the
school campus met the
teachers of their wards
and on the other hand
they also showed anxious-
ness to visit the different
segments of the models in
the science Fair. That in-
cluded variety of tech-
nologies whether it is cap-
tivating portrayal of the
successful landing of
Chandrayan on moon or
let it be the awareness of
having savings accounts
in commercial banks.

On one hand electro-
magnetic counter was
capturing the crowd while
on the other hand
Consumer awareness
from Production to Retail
was being displayed.
Young scientists were pre-
senting Environment

safety whereas senior
boys and girls were en-
gaged in Chemistry based
models. Biology wing was
good enough in explain-
ing the public about their
digestive system and
heart function where as
Laws of Motion counter
was equally eloquent. In a

nut shell each counter of
the exhibition was so
much devoted in their en-
deavor that visitors could
not even stop themselves
to visit the counter and
listen to the students
views and explanation
about their models.

Each and everyone in

the school was full of en-
ergy. From the team of
Board of Directors, the
Managing Director Adv.
Aditya Krishna Tiwari
showed a keen interest in
students’ work. Adv.
Tiwari said that it shows
the dedication and com-
mitment of the team con-
sisting of students and
their mentors. He further
said that Mother’s Pride
School has a tradition
that it encourages each
and every student to par-
ticipate in every event. On
the other hand principal
Dr. K.L. Sikhwal assured
the mass that in future,
the school will come up
with much more similar
events to enhance stu-
dents hidden talents for
the overall growth of the
child. School’s
Administrative Manager
M.K. Sahu was man of the

show as without his labo-
rious task such a big
event was not possible.

Sahu with dedication
managed the entire disci-
pline and managed the
things very smoothly
which shows his mastery
in organizing the things
systematically. The
Science Exhibition in-
charge Vishnu the
Physics PGT said it’s the
guidance of the manage-
ment and Administrative
Manager Mr. M K Sahu
that the event has gath-
ered a  grand success.

The School Chairman
Dr . Uma Tiwari congrat-
ulated the Entire team of
the school  especially Mr.
M.K. Sahu for smooth
conduct Mrs. Tiwari be-
lieves that at the end of
the  show it’s a ‘Team
Work that makes A
Dream to Come True’.

Science Exhibition held at Mother’s Pride School

Raipur, Dec 13: Collector Dr.
Ravi Mittal today inspected the
ongoing road construction
work in Charidod-Bagicha and
took stock of the quality of the
work. He instructed the
Executive Engineer, SDAO and
Deputy Engineer of the Public
Works Department to complete
the road construction work on
time. He also told to pay special
attention to quality in road con-
struction work. Taking stock of
the ongoing construction work,
Collector Dr Mittal directed the

concerned construction agency
to bring progress in the road
asphalt work and complete the
work on time. The executive
engineer of the concerned
department said that the work
of construction of garden road
from Charaidoda is in progress.
Bitumen road is being con-
structed from Charidod to
Bagicha. With demarcation,
people will get convenience in
transportation.

Collector inspects ongoing
road construction work 

 In Charidod-Bagicha

Raipur, Dec 13: In tribal-
dominated Chhattisgarh,
there is an atmosphere of
enthusiasm in the state due
to the election of new Chief
Minister Vishnu Deo Sai
from the tribal community.
The tribal community is
considering it as a big
achievement and a matter
of pride. He is hopeful that
under the leadership of
newly appointed Chief
Minister Sai from the tribal
community, work will be
done with new energy in
Chhattisgarh towards the
upliftment of all sections of
the society. Tribal leader
Asharam Netam, who was
elected MLA from Kanker
Assembly constituency,
said that under the leader-
ship of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, the Chief
Minister has historically
been elected from the tribal

community in the state,
which is a matter of pride
for the entire Chhattisgarh.
There has been a two
decade old demand from
the tribal community in
Chhattisgarh to make Sai
the Chief Minister, keeping
this in mind Vishnu Deo
Sai, who has a clean image
and positive thinking, has
been chosen as the Chief
Minister. There cannot be
anything more gratifying
for the people of the state
than the fact that keeping

in mind the years-old de-
mand and public senti-
ments, the head of the state
has been selected from the
tribal community. He said
that now all the schemes of
the Central and State
Government will be imple-
mented with full prompt-
ness in the state of
Chhattisgarh and all sec-
tions of the society will eas-
ily get the benefits of the
schemes. Common public
of home town Jashpur said
that Vishnu Deo Sai has a
sociable personality. He has
always been helping the
tribal people by meeting
them. The entire tribal
community is very happy
on his election as Chief
Minister. It is expected that
he will pay special atten-
tion to the tribal society
and work for their develop-
ment.

CM from tribal community brings an
atmosphere of excitement: Netam

Raipur, Dec 13: The
Chhattisgarh State Power
Companies commenced a
three-day inter-regional
chess competition, with an
inaugural move played by
KS Manothia, Executive
Director of the
Transmission Company,
and MS Chauhan.
Participants from eight
state regions are compet-
ing in the event, organized
by the Central Sports and
Arts Council.

Executive Director
Manothiya extended his
congratulations to all the
players during the open-

ing ceremony, highlight-
ing the significance of
such events in fostering
team spirit.

MS Chauhan, the
General Secretary of the
Central Sports and Arts
Council, expressed the
hope that Chhattisgarh
State Power Companies

would continue to host na-
tional-level chess competi-
tions, strengthening the
Council's role.

In today's league match-
es, Bhanupratap Mahant,
RK Chauhan, Mukesh
Sonkar, Rajesh Goyal
Gupta, Manoj Thakur, and
Satyendra Srivastava led

the men's category with
two points each. In the
women's category, Nutan
Thakur, Sanili Chauhan,
Malti Joshi, and Meena
Kurre also secured 2
points each. The competi-
tion's final match is sched-
uled for December 14, with
Chief Judge Vignesh and
Deputy Judge Ayush
Singh overseeing the pro-
ceedings.

The event featured the
presence of Central Sports
and Arts Council
Secretary Pankaj Singh, S
Rajesh Singh, Central
Supervisor Rajneesh
Choubey, MC Soni, and All
India Chess Champion
Nutan Thakur. The pro-
gram was skillfully con-
ducted by Manager Arun
Dewangan.

Inter-regional chess competition 
kickstarts at Power Company

Dr. Arun Kumar Sen
Memorial Music
Festival on 14th

R a i p u r,
Dec 13: In
the memo-
ry of late
Dr. Arun
Kumar Sen,
a multidi-
mensional
personality
and talent
in music

and literature, Dr. Arun
Kumar Sen Memorial
Music Festival will be or-
ganised on December
14th  from 6 pm in the au-
ditorium of
Rangamandir located at
Gandhi Maidan. Newly
elected MLA and Padma
Shri awardee Anuj
Sharma will also be pres-
ent in this program.
Chhattisgarhi folk music
will be presented by his
Aarug Band in the pro-
gram.

 Players from 
eight state regions
vie for glory
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Candidates asked to submit account details

Khairagarh, Dec 13: As
per instructions by the
Collector and District
Returning Officer (DRO)
Gopal Verma, all the can-
didates who have contest-
ed VS polls 2023 from VS
No. 73-Khairagarh will
have to submit true copy of
the details of their ac-
count for election expendi-
ture to DRO within 30 days
of declaration of results.

As per orders issued in
this regard, for the above
work, RO of VS No. 73-
Khairagarh has been au-
thorised and for his assis-
tance Asst. RO and
Accounts team will be pres-
ent. RO office has been se-
lected for the submission of
account details by the can-
didate. For tallying of the
account and maintenance
of registers and updation
of record Manglesh Kuamr
Namdev - Asst. Grade-2
DRO office- Khairagarh-

Chuikhadan- Gadai has been issued instructions.For VS No. 73- Kh’garh

Central Chronicle News

Kurud, Dec 13: After the
recently concluded assem-
bly elections, a large work-
ers meeting of the entire
assembly constituency
was organized by the
Congress Party to discuss
and review the results of
the Kurud assembly, in
which huge number of
workers from all the vil-
lages participated.

In this meeting, all the
workers expressed their
views regarding the defeat
in the assembly elections
as there was resentment
among the workers due to
the defeat in the elections.

According to informa-
tion received from reliable
sources, some selected
leaders were targeted by

the Congress Party in the
review meeting of Kurud
assembly level results and
all of them were strong
contenders for MLA tick-
ets, whose complaint was
made in PCC Raipur im-
mediately after the voting
and in the review meeting
held, again the proposal to
expel the same selected

leaders for their actions
was passed.

In the review meeting
District Congress
Committee President
Sharad Lohana, former
District Congress
Committee President
Mohan Lalwani, Lok
Sabha in-charge Vinod
Tiwari, Assembly in-

charge Saqlain, former
MLA Lekhram Sahu,
District Panchayat
President Kanti Sonwani,
State Congress Committee
member Prabhatrao
Meghawale, former Vice
President of Congress
Rajkumari Dewan, Block
Congress President Kurud
Ashish Sharma, President

Magarlod Dihuram
Sahupur, Pramod Sahu,
Basant Sahu etc. were
present.

It was said while filing a
named complaint against
the officials,that Nagar
Panchayat President
Kurud Tapan Chandrakar,
former MLA candidate
Laxmikanta Hemant Sah,
District Panchayat
President Sharda Sahu
and District Congress
Committee Vice President
Bharat Nahar have
worked against the
Congress Party and the
candidate.

In view of all these cir-
cumstances, it was pro-
posed to take strict action
against all of them and
expel them from the party.
At the end of the meeting,
assembly candidate Tarini
Neelam Chandrakar ex-
pressed gratitude to all the
present workers.

Collector instructs under 
Swachhata Hi Seva campaign
Central Chronicle News

Dhamtari, Dec 13:
District Collector Rituraj
Raghuvanshi has given in-
structions to keep all the
government offices and
premises of the district
clean and beautiful by run-
ning a cleaning campaign,
under Swachhta Hi Seva
(Swachh Bharat Abhiyan).

The Collector instructed
all the district officers to
keep their and their subor-
dinate offices and premis-
es clean and tidy, auction
of old vehicles, old com-
puters, furniture and un-
usable materials.

After the instructions of
the Collector Municipal
Corporation Commissio-
ner Vinay Poyam, in vari-
ous wards including Aama
Pond, Baniya Pond, Corn
Pond of District

Headquarters Dhamtari,
Navagaon Ward,
Makeshwar Ward,

Hatkeshwar Ward,
Vivekananda Ward,
Ambedkar Ward,

Sunderganj Ward,
Salhewarpara, did system-
atic disposal of polythene
and other materials lying
on the banks of the pond.

Municipal Corporation
Commissioner Vinay
Kumar Poyam said that
cleanliness is a good habit,
everyone should make this
habit for clean environ-
ment and ideal lifestyle
and in view of this, seeing
the great need of cleanli-
ness in the city, and our
corporation has started
Cleanliness Fortnight.

We need to keep our-
selves, home, surround-
ings, society, community,
city, garden and environ-
ment etc. clean every day,
he said. He has also ap-
pealed to the city residents
to keep their surround-
ings clean and make the
city clean and beautiful.

Door-to-door garbage collection done 
Central Chronicle News

Korba, Dec 13: Under
'Swachhta Hi Seva'
(Swachh Bharat Abhiyan),
under the guidance of
Collector Saurabh Kumar,
the work of door to door
garbage collection is being
done on priority by the
Swachhagrahis in the
urban and rural areas of
the district.

Besides, they are also
working towards cleanli-
ness of the locality and
ward, and in this series,
cleanliness campaign was
conducted in Kosabadi
zone ward number 22 and
23 and Ravi Shankar zone
number 24 of Municipal
Corporation Korba.

Under the campaign, the
city's taxi stand, sports
ground, community hall as
well as residential com-
plexes in the area around
Subhash Chowk, waste ma-

terials, debris, garbage etc.
was cleaned and emissions
from houses and shops
were removed. An aware-
ness campaign was con-
ducted among the city resi-
dents to not throw waste on

roads and public places.
Similarly, in rural areas

too, Swachhagrahis are
working on all aspects of
solid and liquid waste man-
agement to make the vil-
lages clean and beautiful.

Swachhagrahis are run-
ning an awareness cam-
paign to make the villagers
aware of keeping the vil-
lage clean and giving them
information about sepa-
rate disposal of wet and
dry waste. In Gram
Panchayats, other struc-
tures including soak pits
are also being constructed
for safe disposal of dirty
water collected near water
sources. For cleanliness
awareness, women are cre-
ating clean environment in
rural areas through meet-
ings and awareness rallies
in villages.

Apart from this, work is
being done to educate the
villagers about the impor-
tance of cleanliness to pro-
tect them from diseases
and through collective
labor donation, public
places like temples, bus
stands, ponds etc. are being
cleaned.

By Swachhagrahis under ‘Swachhta-hi-Seva’ campaign

Resolution passed to expel rebels 
Indulged in 
infighting from INC

Informal meeting addresses welfare
of SC/ST railway employees

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur/Raipur, Dec 13:
An informal meeting con-
vened on December 12, with
the presence of Alok
Kumar, General Manager of
South East Central Railway,
brought together officials
from the All India SC/ST
Railway Employees
Organization at the Zonal
Headquarters auditorium.

The meeting saw the par-
ticipation of M.S.
Khobragade, Zonal
President of the organiza-
tion, Prabhat Paswan,
Zonal Secretary, and offi-
cials from three other divi-
sions, as well as department

heads, including the
Additional General
Manager of South East
Central Railway.

During the gathering, of-
ficials from the All India
SC/ST Railway Employees
Organization raised various
concerns related to the wel-
fare of SC/ST Railway em-
ployees in front of General
Manager Alok Kumar.

Department heads pro-
vided department-specific
information on these issues,
highlighting the steps taken
for employee welfare. Alok
Kumar stressed the impor-

tance of resolving employee
problems according to es-
tablished rules and provid-
ed necessary guidelines.

Principal Chief
Personnel Officer R K
Agarwal coordinated the
meeting, where steps were
taken to address fundamen-
tal employee complaints
and concerns.

The meeting served as a
platform for discussions on
various issues between the
railway administration and
the association, with partic-
ular attention given to em-
ployee transfers.

GM emphasizes rule-
based employee
problem resolution

Central Chronicle News

G a u r e l a - P e n d r a -
Marwahi, Dec 13: It was
under banner of
'Samarth Mahila Jagriti'
(SMJ) Pendra that
woolen sweaters were dis-
tributed to school chil-
dren in Saraswati Gyan
Mandir School in
Gourela.

Members of Samiti

Shilpa Jain on occasion
of 51st marriage anniver-
sary of her mother-in-law
Prabha Jain, father-in-
law Narendra Jain, dis-
tributed woolen clothes to
school children in pres-
ence of other members of
Samiti and tried to bring
smile on their faces. This
particular initiative by
SMJ was hailed all the
school teachers and staff.

SMJ distributes sweaters to school childrenManik Dutt to take part in Nat’l Judo Ch’ship
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 13: Talented
young judoka, Manik Dutt
from DPS Raipur, is all set
to showcase his skills at
the upcoming National
Sub Junior Judo
Championship, which is
scheduled to take place
from December 15 to 18  at
the Rajiv Gandhi Indoor
Stadium in Kochi, Kerala.

The championship, or-
ganized by the Kerala Judo
Association under the pa-
tronage of the Indian Judo
Federation, will feature
participants from all over
the country. Among them,
the sub-junior judo team
from Chhattisgarh will
proudly include Manik
Dutta, representing his
home state.

Manik, currently a 9th-

grade student at DPS
Raipur, has been diligently
honing his judo skills
under the expert guidance
of Rekha, the Sports
Officer, and Judo
Instructor at DPS. His dedi-
cation and hard work have
paid off with this opportu-
nity to compete at the na-
tional level.

The Chhattisgarh state
judo team, including

Manik, embarked on their
journey to Kochi today by
train, ready to face tough
competition in the presti-
gious tournament.

It's worth noting that
Manik Dutta and other tal-
ented judokas earned their
spots in the Chhattisgarh
state team through their
exceptional performances
in the 23rd State Level Judo
Competition held in Bhilai.

The team will be led by
experienced judo coach
Bhagwati Suryavanshi,
who holds a Black Belt
Diagnosis, and supported
by team manager
Rajkumar Jaiswal and
Uday Singh Yadav, both
Black Belt holders them-
selves, informs Anis
Memon, working commit-
tee member of State Judo
Association  

National Sub Junior Judo Championship from Dec 15 to 18 in Kochi 
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COURTESY

Rajim: The newly elected MLA from Rajim Rohit Sahu handed
over flower bouquet to the newly appointed Chief Minister of
State Vishnu Deo Sai in Raipur here on Sunday.
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Bilaspur , Dec 13: 

After a gap of two
months, the weekly pro-
gram of meeting the gen-
eral public, Jan Darshan,
started again here after the
end of the election code of
conduct. On the instruc-
tions of Collector Avnish
Sharan, ADM Shivkumar
Banerjee met the people
and heard their problems
and a total of 31 people ap-
plied to the Additional
Collector for resolution of
their various problems.

The Additional Collector
handed over the applica-
tion to the concerned offi-
cers and gave instructions
to resolve it within the
time limit. It is noteworthy
that the weekly public dar-
shan will now commence
every Monday after the TL
meeting at around 12 noon.
In Jandarshan, along with
the common people of the
district, elderly people,
women and rural farmers

reached the Collectorate to
resolve their problems.

Mohanlal Dhruv of
Gram Panchayat Lamer of
Takhatpur block and oth-
ers including others ap-
plied for siltification of the
road coming from Lamer
to Bhadam. The ADM
handed over the related
matter to Takhatpur CEO

and gave instructions for
its immediate resolution.
Mohanlal Dhruv of Gram
Panchayat Lamer demand-
ed to get boreholes drilled
for irrigation and told that
he is a small and poor
farmer and wants to do or-
ganic farming.

Divya Kaushik, resident
of Birkoni, applied for

making priority ration
card and Mahendra
Manhat, resident of Karva
Gram Panchayat of Kota
Tehsil, met the ADM and
applied for the repair of
his motorized tricycle ve-
hicle. ADM directed
Deputy Director Social
Welfare to provide neces-
sary technical support.

Jan Darshan starts again
after a gap of two months

Gaurela-Pendra-Marwahi, Dec 13: 

With the aim of prepar-
ing the unemployed youth
of the district for the up-
coming recruitment exam-
ination, a free Force
Academy GPM Mazgaon
has been established by Dr.
Lal Umed Singh,
Superintendent of Police,
Balrampur. Efforts were
being made to connect the
students of Force
Academy GPM
Majhgawan through news-
papers and social media;
so that a better platform
could be given to the
young talents of the area
and collective efforts could
be made in the direction of
both physical efficiency
and knowledge acquisi-
tion.

An informal beginning
was made a few days ago.
The children were receiv-
ing training for physical
efficiency under expert
guidance on the ground
and it was formally inau-
gurated on 10 December
2023 by Dr. Lal Umed
Singh, SP Balrampur, the
source of inspiration for
the young talents of vil-

lage Majhgawan. Force
Academy GPM
Majhgawan was estab-
lished so that the unem-
ployed youth of the area
can be given free training
and can be prepared for
the written examination
free of cost.

The founder of the acad-
emy was Dr. Lal Umed
Singh SP; the guide who
played a special role in the
establishment of
Balrampur Academy was
Manisha Thakur Raote
ASP GPM.In the said pro-
gram, Shyam Kumar
Sidar SDOP Gaurela
Saurabh Singh TI

Gaurela, Siddharth
Shukla traffic in-charge
GPM, Pr. Constable
Vishwanath Wakare,
Sanshudhan Bareth con-
stable Alok Rai, Motiram
Sahu, Vikas Pandey
Academy coordinator
Bhupendra Singh, coach
Pawan Kumar, coach
Chandraprakash Padwar,
coach Sunita Singh,
Piyush Kesharwani
Gramin Jan Pahalwan
Singh Maravi, Arjun
Singh, Gajroop Singh,
Uday Singh, Santosh
Singh, Bhagirathi, Sumer
Singh, Jhannu Singh Seva
Singh Fatte Singh,

Narayan Singh, Maan
Singh Chandrapal and all
the participating students
were present.

The program was ad-
dressed and guided by Dr.
Lal Umed Singh, SP
Balrampur and detailed
information was given re-
garding the objective of
establishing the Force
Academy. Manisha
Thakur Raote ASP GPM,
SDOP Gauraila, Police
Station Incharge
Gauraila, Traffic Incharge
GPM, Coach Sunita Singh
and Coach
Chandraprakash also ad-
dressed the children.

Free training being given by Force Academy 

Khairagarh, Dec 13: 

In the absence of regu-
lar teachers, the guest
teachers who are deliver-
ing academic duties have
not received salaries
since their appointment,
due to which they are fac-
ing financial crisis.
Regarding the issue, the
group of guest teachers

has submitted a memo-
randum in the name of
the District Collector to
Additional Collector
Abha Tiwari, District
Education Officer and
Block Education Officer
demanding salary and a
copy.

Teachers have been de-
manding salaries since
two months of starting
the teaching job, but even
after more than three
months, the guest teach-
ers have not received

their salaries. Here it
takes a mention that the
order to appoint guest
teachers in schools from
August 28 was issued by
the department, after
which the teaching work
is being done by the
guests by reaching the
schools. Now however
after the change of gov-
ernment, teachers are
hopeful that they will be
paid a lump sum salary,
and their financial crisis
will be resolved.

Guest teachers submit memorandum 

Over salary 
non dispersal

Mungeli, Dec 13:  

Parent-teacher meeting
of classes 1 to 12 of both
English and Hindi medi-
um was held in Swami
Atmanand Government
English School, Daupara.
PTM of primary depart-
ment from class 1 to 5th
and pre-secondary depart-
ment from class 6th to 8th
from 10 am to 11.30 am,
class 12th commerce facul-
ty of both medium from 12
noon to 1 pm, class 12th of
science/mathematics fac-
ulty of both medium 1
PTM was held for all the
faculty of class 11th both
medium from 2.30 to 3.30
pm, class 10th both medi-
um from 3.30 to 4.30 pm
and class 9th both medium
from 4.30 to 5.30 pm.

The present parents and
students of all the depart-
ments were given inspec-
tion of their SA-1 i.e. half
yearly examination and

report card by the class
teachers of the respective
class. The parents present
openly shared personal
problems related to their
children with the teachers
and principal and made
possible suggestions. The
class teachers were in-
formed about their class
wise attendance in the cur-
rent session and were mo-
tivated to come to school
regularly in the coming
time.

Principal Dr. IP Yadav
informed in his address
that 75 percent attendance
is necessary for all stu-
dents for board classes. He
urged the parents and

guardians to provide nec-
essary cooperation and
necessary suggestions for
improvement for the all-
round development of the
students and thanked all
the parents for making the
conference a success.

All the teachers includ-
ing examination in-charge
Pankaj Mishra, class
teacher Vandita Gupta,
Shabnam Bano,
Pushpanjali Koshale,
Parul Ojha, Sandhya
Kujur, Jyoti Jaiswal, Ruhi
Fatima, Deepanjali Soni,
exercise teacher Rajendra
Prasad Sahu, librarian
Ganjanand Kaushik were
present in the conference.

Jagdalpur, Dec 13: 

The Nagarnar police in the district ap-
prehended two vehicles engaged in the il-
licit transportation of paddy from the
neighboring state of Odisha to unautho-
rized paddy procurement centers. A total
of 340 sacks of paddy were seized from a
pickup truck involved in the operation.

The incident unfolded when a team led
by Naib Tehsildar Lakiram Pandey, sta-
tioned within the Nagarnar police station
area, intercepted two trucks and a pickup
vehicle at the Dhanpunji Naka Odisha
border on a Friday morning at 4 am.
Authorities requested documents per-
taining to the paddy being transported,
but due to the absence of any valid docu-
mentation, the Nagarnar police took
swift action to impound the paddy.

It's important to note that paddy pro-
curement operations commenced in
Chhattisgarh on November 1. However,
opportunistic middlemen have been at-
tempting to surreptitiously sell paddy at
illegal procurement centers in Odisha. In
response to these unlawful activities, the

district administration has deployed a
dedicated team. Naib Tehsildar of
Nagarnar and local law enforcement
jointly conducted an investigation, result-
ing in the seizure and confiscation of two
Odisha-registered trucks and one
Chhattisgarh registered pickup vehicle,
all found laden with 340 sacks of paddy.

Illegal paddy transport busted,
340 sacks seized at Odisha border

PTM held for SAGES
English and Hindi medium

Rajim, Dec 13: 

International Human
Rights Day was celebrated
here in the city's
Government Rajiv Lochan
Postgraduate College and
on this occasion, a speech
competition was organized
for the students. In this pro-
gram organized under the
guidance of the Principal
of the institution, Professor
ML Verma, Professor
Ghanshyam Yadav, Head of
the Hindi Department, was
the chief guest, Dr.
Samiksha Chandrakar,

Head of the Department of
Political Science, was the
special guest, and Professor
Chitra Khote, Department
of Political Science, was
the special guest.

Chairman of Economics,
Professor Akash
Baghmare, Chairman of
the Department of History
were present. Program co-
ordinator Professor Shweta
Khare, Head of the
Department of English,
said that the participants
presented their views in
this speech competition or-
ganized on the theme of

Human Rights Day 2023,
"Freedom, Equality and
Justice for All". According
to the decision of the jury
of the competition, first
place was secured by Miss
Sonia Soni BA Second Year,
second position was se-
cured by Miss Isha Nirala
BA Second Year and third
position was secured by
Miss Neha Sahu Yoga.
Special guest Professor
Chitra Khote gave informa-
tion about the formation of
Human Rights
Commission.

Special guest Dr.

Samiksha Chandrakar
encouraged the students
and said that they should
participate in such com-
petitions. In the presence
of the chief guest,
Professor Ghanshyam
Yadav gave a very inter-
esting explanation of the
theme of Human Rights
Day 2023 - Freedom,
Equality and Justice for
all. A large number of
students including
Shubham Sharma,
Assistant Professor
Yoga, were present in
this program.

Dongagaon, Dec 13: 
On occasion of 'Margsheersh'
month, 'Shri Shivmahapuran
katha' will be organnised in
Gram Karmari's Durga temple
premises from Dec 14-24. For
reciting the 'Katha', Pt. Kamta
Prasad Tiwari (Kamalkant)
Aarajkund block Churia, who
is the disciple of well-known
religious Discourse  Bhagwant
Sant Niranjan brahmaleen
Jagadguru Aadh
Shankaracharya. 
Prior to the deliver of Lord
Ashutosh's story, the 'rudrab-
hishekh' of sacred 'Shivling'
wil be done daily from 9:00 am
to 11:00 am and after this
'katha' will be delivered daily
from 12:00 noon to 5:00 pm.
The 'Kalash Yatra' and 'Vyas
VEdi Puja' and 'Mahantam'
will be held on Thursday DSec
14; 'Ling pujan mahima',
'Narad vyakhan', 'Shivadik
Charitra' on Dec 15; and on
Dec 16- 'Shrishti Vistar',
'Brahma Sandhya', 'Shivtatva
Nirupan Divya Katha will be
delivered.

Shiv Mahapuran
Katha in Karmari
from Dec 14-24

Int’nl Human Rights Day celebrated

Fingeshwar, Dec 13: 

Former MP and National
Vice President of BJP
Backward Class Cell,
Chandulal Sahu, here
termed the Supreme Court's
upholding of Central BJP
government's decision to
abrogate Article 370 as a his-
toric decision and thanked
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Home Minister
Amit Shah for this victory.

The former MP said that
this decision was taken by
the Lok Sabha on August 5,
2019, which has been main-
tained as is by the Supreme

Court today. The decision of
the Supreme Court will
usher in new hope, progress
and unity in the lives of the
people, brothers and sisters
of Jammu and Kashmir
and Ladakh. Expressing
great enthusiasm and hap-

piness, Sahu said that
today's decision of the
Supreme Court is not just a
legal decision. This decision
is a proof of the collective
resolve of the Prime
Minister to create a united
India. From today onwards
we will truly consider
Kashmir as an integral part
of India.

This decision of the
Supreme Court is a slap
against the conspiracy done
with the people of the coun-
try by appeasing the 70 years
of Congress rule; he said
whose echo will be heard in
India for a long time.

SC’s decision to uphold
Article 370 historic: SahuKareli Badi, Dec 13:  

The Martyrdom Day of
Chhattisgarh's first martyr,
Shaheed Veer Narayan
Singh, was celebrated for
the first time at the Kareli
Badi police check-post, lo-
cated in the sub-tehsil of
Kareli Badi. The check-post
incharge, at his own ex-
pense, organized this re-
markable program that
brought together young
men and women, showcas-
ing their talents and paying
tribute to a national hero.

The highlight of the cele-
bration was a captivating
Karate demonstration by
the talented members of
the Shaurya Sports Club

from Kundel. Karate in-
structors and young indi-
viduals from Motimpur ex-
hibited their skills also.

During the program, the
attendees were treated to a
moving narrative of
Shaheed Veer Narayan
Singh's remarkable bravery,

presented by the students
from Bright Future
Academy Bhendri. Karate
instructor Ghanshyam
Dhruv took the opportunity
to underscore the signifi-
cance of the training pro-
vided by the paramilitary
forces and the army in

Kundel. He praised
Shaheed Veer Narayan
Singh's contributions, biog-
raphy, and extraordinary
courage. Adding an extra
dose of motivation,
Bhagirathi Sonkar uplifted
the spirits of the youth with
her inspirational songs.
Notably, the event saw the
recognition of a
Chhattisgarh state-level
gold medalist in Karate,
with players being honored
and awarded citations for
their outstanding achieve-
ments.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, SI Lakshmi Shankar
Mandleshwar highlighted
the significance of Veer
Narayan Singh as the first

martyr, revered by the trib-
als of Chhattisgarh, partic-
ularly in the Sonakhan re-
gion. Public representatives
who graced the check-post
event encouraged young
men and women to be
aware of their rights and to
follow the path shown by
great leaders. They empha-
sized the value of hard
work on the journey to suc-
cess. The event also wit-
nessed individuals from the
community, including
Sarpanch Domar Singh
Sahu, Dhram Mande,
Deputy Sarpanch Sevak
Ram Bandhe, Hemant
Sahu, Dinesh Jangde, and
Head Constable Ravi Jagne,
with their presence.

Martyrdom Day of Martyr Veernarayan celebrated 



Bagbahra, Dec 13:

As per instructions
from National Legal
Service Authority (NLSA)
New Delhi, Lok Adalat is
being organised in all the
Courts in the country. In
this the cases which can
be resolved through mutu-
al consent are to be taken
for prompt hearing and
under this procedure for

holding Lok Adalat in
Civil Court Baghabra is in
full swing.

Under this the con-
cerned parties are being
informed about their
cases through notices, so
that benefit can be provid-
ed to more and more peo-
ple.

President Taluk Vidhik
Sewa Pradhikaran (TVSP)
and Judge Avinash Toppo

has issued instructions to
all the concerned depart-
ments of Tehsil area
Bagbahra. Under this the
Nagar Palika Parishad,
Electricity Deptt;
Telecom, local bank's
transactions; cases of di-
vision of land, and in con-
troversial cases, the con-

cerned parties have been
asked to come for pre-liti-
gation and put forth their
version.

The information in this
regard was given by
Nayab Najir of Court
Hitesh Diwan to all the
government officials and
employees and they were
informed that prepara-
tions for the Lok Adalat is
in full swing and all efforts
be made to ensure that
more and more people are
benefitted. In this regard a
meeting with all the de-
partments and advocates
of the Court was organ-
ised, informs Advocate
Virendra Shukla in a
press release.
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Raipur, Dec 13:

A team of 27 women
from the Sitapur
Assembly Constituency in
the Surguja division has
reached Raipur to fulfill
their wish to witness the
oath-taking ceremony of
the Chief Minister elected
from their region. Smt.
Neeru Mistry, a team
member, stated that Shri
Ramkumar Toppo has his-
torically been elected as
the MLA in the Sitapur
area. Expressing apprecia-
tion for the positive think-
ing of Prime Minister Shri

Narendra Modi, she men-
tioned that the appoint-
ment of Vishnu Deo Sai ji
as the Chief Minister has
created an atmosphere of
enthusiasm in the state,
including the Surguja divi-
sion. Smt. Bhuneshwari

Paikra, Sangeeta Kansari,
Santoshi Pawle, Radha
Yadav, Sarita Kansari, and
Sarawati Paikra, also part

of the team, stated that the
appointment of Vishnu
Deo Sai ji as the Chief
Minister will usher in a

new era of all-round devel-
opment in the geographi-
cally backward Surguja di-
vision.

Enthusiastic Sitapur
women reach Raipur 

 To fulfil their 
wish of witnessing
CM’s oath-taking
ceremony

 Hails PM’s historic
decision of electing
tribal CM

Raipur, Dec 13: "I am eager
to witness the beloved
leader of my area Shri
Vishnu Deo Sai take oath as
the Chief Minister of
Chhattisgarh. This decision
of Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi to provide
high-level representation to
the tribal community is his-
toric", said Mrs. Tirathamani
Rajwade, who has come to
Raipur from village Jodhpur
(Lakhanpur) of Surguja divi-
sion to attend the oath-tak-
ing ceremony. She expressed
hope that the pace of devel-
opment which was stalled
for the last five years will
now gain momentum. There
is an unprecedented enthusi-

asm among the people
regarding the oath-taking
ceremony of the newly elect-
ed Chief Minister of
Chhattisgarh Shri Vishnu
Deo Sai and his cabinet min-
isters. Shri Amarnath, who
arrived from Chirmiri, told
that he had left with his col-
leagues for Raipur last night
and has arrived this morning.
He is looking forward to wit-
ness the historic moment of
Chief Minister taking the
oath of office.

Devanand Mahant, a resi-
dent of village Baghnipali
under Dabhra tehsil, has
reached Raipur in the morn-
ing to take part in the oath-
taking ceremony. Delighted

to hear the news of Shri
Vishnu Deo Sai ji being made
the Chief Minister of
Chhattisgarh, Farmer
Devanand decided to visit
Raipur and witness the his-
toric moment of Shri Sai tak-
ing the oath of office. Uttam
Singh Shyam and Chetan
Singh, who arrived from
Marwahi, said that a tribal
Chief Minister will be taking
the oath of office today. This
is a proud moment for all of
us.

It is noteworthy that peo-
ple from all the districts of
the state are arriving in the
capital city to attend the cer-
emony and to extend best
wishes to the Chief Minister.

Tirathamani from Jodhpur village
attends CM's oath-taking ceremony 

Says providing high-level representation to Tribal community is a historic decision

Raipur, Dec 13: With the
determination and efforts
of the former Prime
Minister late Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, Chhattisgarh
state was carved out of
Madhya Pradesh on 1
November 2000. Shri Atal
Bihari Vajpayee had decid-
ed in the year 1990 itself
that Chhattisgarh region
should be declared a state,
separate from Madhya
Pradesh. Shri Vajpayee ad-
mired Chhattisgarh for its
tribal culture and forest re-
sources. It is noteworthy
that the demand for
Chhattisgarh state was
being raised since year
1965, but it was eventually

met by the government of
Prime Minister Shri Atal
Bihari Vajpayee in year
2000. Chhattisgarh's first
freedom fighter Shaheed
Veernarayan Singh was a
tribal hero who sacrificed
his life for Chhattisgarh
Mahtari. He was born in
1795 in a zamindar family of
Sonakhan. Veer Narayan
Singh is an important name
among the martyrs who
sacrificed their lives in the
freedom struggle of 1857.
He fought valiantly against
the British rule to save poor
from starvation during the
severe famine of 1856. He
formed an army of gunmen
and fought bravely against

the oppression of British
rulers. To curb the rebel-
lion, British administration
imprisoned Veer Narayan
Singh through diplomacy
and hanged him to death on
10 December 1857, after
trial.

The struggle and sacri-
fices of Shaheed Veer
Narayan Singh for the
motherland will continue to
inspire us for generations
to come. To commemorate
his contribution, State
Government has estab-
lished "Shaheed Veer
Narayan Singh Samman"
for excellent work in the
field of upliftment of tribal
and backward classes.

Sai pays tribute to former
PM Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee 

And freedom fighter Shaheed Veer Narayan Singh, before taking the oath of office

Bemetara, Dec 13: Under
the auspices of the
Department of
Comprehensive Education
of Andhra Pradesh State
and the Council of
Educational Research and
Training, a lecture about
Midbrain Activation
Training Program by
Vidhi Tiwari, a teacher
posted in Government Pre-
Secondary School,
Agrikala, was organized
on Dec 11 and 12 in
Vijayawada, Andhra
Pradesh. On this occasion,
Project Director of
Comprehensive Education
Department of Andhra
Pradesh State IAS Srinivas
Sir, Balkrishna Sir,

Coordinator of
Educational Research and
Training Council Dr.
Sarita Madam, Sonali
Madam and many people
of Andhra Pradesh
Education Department
were present. The people
present in this lecture
were surprised to know
about this training and ap-
preciated it wholehearted-
ly and also requested Ms.
Vidhi Tiwari to give this

training to some teachers
in some selected schools of
Andhra Pradesh state in
future. Give training. At
the conclusion of the pro-
gram, IAS Srinivas Sir,
Project Director of the
Department of
Comprehensive Education
of Andhra Pradesh State,
expressed his gratitude to
Ms. Vidhi Tiwari and hon-
ored her by giving her a
shawl and memento. Even
before this, teacher Vidhi
Tiwari was also invited by
the state of Uttarakhand to
give midbrain activation
training. This training of
teacher Vidhi Tiwari was
also highly praised in the
G20 program held in Pune.

Teacher Vidhi Tiwari honoured 

 For her lecture on
Midbrain Activation
Training by the
Education
Department of AP

Jagdalpur, Dec 13: Senior
Congress leader Umashankar
Shukla said that the Congress
government in the state has
done a lot of development
work in the last five years.
Decisions were taken in favor
of farmers, electricity waiver
also benefited the public,
appointments were also made
on vacant posts. But there
were many reasons due to
which the mandate was given
against the government.
Among these, arrogance and
corruption of the elected rep-
resentatives was also a big rea-
son. Also, there was a delay in
removing the resentment of
officers and employees. The
public was angry not with the
government but with the elect-
ed representatives. It is not an
ordinary thing for many minis-
ters including the State
Congress President to lose,
serious brainstorming is neces-
sary for this. Shukla said that
senior Congressmen like him
were made to sit in the house
and instead of being respected,
they were even humiliated.
Only a few Congmen worked in
every district of the entire
state and directly gained
importance. This is why loyal
and grassroots Congmen were

angry. He said that in the case
of Bastar, the education
department had completely
become a den of corruption.
Education racket was working
not only in Bastar but in the
entire state due to which
teachers had to suffer the con-
sequences. Even after paying
huge amount in the name of
posting and promotion, teach-
ers are still troubled. No work
is done without payment, all
these things are common.

Shukla said that senior
Congress leaders should call a
conference at the state level to
find out the reasons for the
defeat and find out from the
grassroots workers why
Congress did not get public
support despite a lot of work. It
would not be appropriate in the
interest of the party to discuss
only by calling MLAs and can-
didates.

Egoism and corruption of Cong
reps reason for their defeat: Shukla

Jagdalpur, Dec 13: 

Naxalites' South Sub-Zonal
spokesperson Samta issued a press
statement in protest against the system-
atic repression on the Bihar-Jharkhand
revolutionary movement for the last 22
months. The Central Committee of
Naxalites has declared Anti-Repression
Resistance Week from Dec 16 to 22 and
Bharat Bandh has been announced on
Dec 22. The Naxalite press statement
said that the BJP government is openly
violating the Constitution. Therefore, it
should be uprooted and a coalition gov-
ernment of workers, farmers and mid-
dle class should be formed. This coali-
tion government will be formed only
from the revolutionary armed move-
ment.

It has been said in the press statement
that Jharkhand is such a state that 40
percent of the country's mineral wealth
is in this state. That is why the broker
capitalists of the country have made
Jharkhand their base. It is being looted
by corporate companies like Tata,
Jindal, Mittal, Ambani, Adani, Birla,
Ertel, Vedanta. For the last 20 months,
people are getting scared due to 81 mm
artillery bombs being fired on tribal vil-
lages of Bihar-Jharkhand. 132
Company's central paramilitary force,
Jharkhand Jagwar together with 90000
police forces have been deployed. 48 new
police camps have been set up in

Palamu area, Budha Pahad, Kolhan
area, Saranda area, Parsnad Andolan
areas since 2020. A new police camp and
hundreds of mobile towers have been
installed in Goilkera area of Chaibasa
district. Informer people are running
their operation based on the news given
from mobile.

Naxalites announce
bandh in India on Dec 22

Lok Adalat in Civil Court on Dec 16 New Era Montessori 
celebrates annual festival

Korba, Dec 13: An annual festival
based on Saptarang.....The
Spectrum was celebrated. The
chief guest of this program was
Dr. Mrs. Neerja Bajpai. The pro-
gram started with lighting of Tilak

lamp and Ganesh Vandana. School director and educational direc-
tor Dinesh Lamba and Arun Lamba were also present. Children gave
rainbow presentations in the event held at Senior Club Korba.  This
program was made successful under the guidance of school head-
mistress Archana Prasad. Children tied rainbow ties to old and new
songs. At the end of the program, the annual function was conclud-
ed with a vote of thanks by the head teacher.



Every individual, regardless of their background or financial sta-
tus, has an inherent right to live a life free from oppression. While
developing and least-developed nations strive to ensure the wel-
fare of their citizens, the realization of many schemes and pro-
grams often falls short of their objectives. The impediment often
lurking behind this shortfall is corruption in its various forms.
Today, the world grapples with unprecedented challenges that
threaten the prosperity and stability of people globally, and at the
forefront of these challenges lies the pervasive issue of corruption.
Corruption, in all its facets, exerts detrimental effects on every
facet of society. It intricately weaves itself into conflicts and insta-
bilities, jeopardizing both social and economic progress while
eroding democratic institutions and the rule of law. Corruption,
whether direct or indirect, casts a shadow on everyone's life. It not
only follows in the wake of conflicts but frequently serves as one of
their root causes. Corruption's complexity extends across social,
political, and economic spheres, impacting nations worldwide. It
undermines democratic structures, retards economic advance-
ment, and contributes to governmental instability. Corruption
erodes the very foundation of democratic institutions by warping
electoral processes, subverting the rule of law, and fostering bu-
reaucratic quagmires whose sole purpose is the extraction of
bribes. While eradicating corruption entirely may be an insur-
mountable task given its pervasive nature, it is imperative to halt
its course in our quest for global development and the attainment
of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Our path forward must
prioritize transparency and accountability. On October 31, 2003,
the United Nations General Assembly took a significant step by
adopting the United Nations Convention against Corruption and
designating the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime
(UNODC) as its secretariat for the Convention's Conference of
States Parties. To date, 190 parties have pledged their commit-
ment to the Convention's anti-corruption obligations, underscor-
ing near-universal acknowledgment of the importance of good
governance, accountability, and political dedication. Furthermore,
December 9 was declared International Anti-Corruption Day
(IACD) by the United Nations General Assembly to raise awareness
about corruption and the Convention's role in preventing and com-
bating it. The Convention became effective in December 2005. The
theme for the 2023 IACD emphasizes the crucial connection be-
tween anti-corruption efforts and peace, security, and develop-
ment. At its core, the message is clear: addressing this crime is a
collective responsibility and commitment, requiring the coopera-
tion and engagement of every individual and institution to miti-
gate its adverse effects. The 2023 IACD also marks the twentieth
anniversary of the UN Convention against Corruption (UNCAC).
Vigilance against corruption is paramount, and every one of us can
play a role in effecting change. There are myriad approaches to
combatting corruption, and campaigns worldwide have made sig-
nificant strides in this direction. In today's age of social media and
technology, effecting change is more accessible than ever before,
and it hinges on our collective will to make a positive impact.
Government bodies must exhibit unwavering political resolve,
while citizens must remain perpetually vigilant in their pursuit of a
corruption-free society. Together, let us strive to make a lasting
difference and ensure a more sustainable future for all.

I ndian cinema has always
been a reflection of society,

capturing its diversity and dy-
namism. Over the past decade,
there has been a surge in politi-
cal biopics in Indian cinema, of-
fering audiences a deeper in-
sight into the lives, struggles,
and achievements of prominent
politicians. These films span var-
ious languages and explore the
legacies of leaders who have left
an indelible mark on Indian poli-
tics. "The Accidental Prime
Minister," released in January
2019, explores the tenure of Dr.
Manmohan Singh as India's
Prime Minister. Directed by
Vijay Ratnakar Gutte and based
on Sanjaya Baru's book, the film
features Anupam Kher as Dr.
Manmohan Singh. It sheds light
on the Congress party's dynastic
politics and how Dr. Singh be-
came entangled in its web. The
film is critical of the Gandhi
family's influence on the Prime
Minister's office, with Sonia
Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi, and
Priyanka Gandhi coming under
scrutiny.

Kangana Ranaut, known for
her bold choices, directed and
produced "Emergency," a film set
during the dark period of India's
emergency from 1975 to 1977.
Kangana herself plays the role of
former Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi. While the film was yet
to be released at the time of writ-

ing, it is expected to provide a
critical perspective on the events
during the emergency. Atal
Bihari Vajpayee, one of India's
beloved former Prime Ministers,
is the subject of two upcoming
biographical films. "Main
Rahoon Ya Na Rahoon Yeh Desh
Rehna Chahiye – Atal," based on
Ullekh NP's book, is scheduled
for release on Christmas 2023,
marking Vajpayee's 99th birth
anniversary. The second film,
"Main Atal Hoon," a solo project
by actor Pankaj Tripathi, ex-
plores Vajpayee's personal and
professional life, including his
contributions to the nation. It is
set to release on January 19, 2024,
coinciding with the anniversary
of Vajpayee's passing.

"PM Narendra Modi," directed
by Omung Kumar and starring
Vivek Oberoi as Modi, narrates
the journey of India's current
Prime Minister, Narendra Modi.
The film portrays Modi's rise
from a humble tea seller to a na-
tional leader who led the BJP to
a historic victory in the 2014 gen-
eral elections. It highlights sig-
nificant events from his tenure,
such as the surgical strikes, de-
monetization, and the Balakot
airstrike. The film faced criti-
cism from both audiences and
critics upon its release in May
2019. The legendary N. T. Rama
Rao, a charismatic actor and
politician who served as the
Chief Minister of Andhra

Pradesh, is the central figure in
two biographical films: "NTR:
Mahanayakudu" and "Laxmi's
NTR." "NTR: Mahanayakudu,"
directed by Krish Jagarlamudi,
delves into his political journey,
including the founding of the
Telugu Desam Party and his
eventual ouster from power.
"Laxmi's NTR," directed by
Srinivas Avasarala, focuses on
his acting career, spanning from
his debut in 1949 to his final film
in 1977. Both films have received
positive reviews but fell short at
the box office.

"Thackeray" offers a glimpse
into the life of Bal Thackeray, the
founder of the Shiv Sena party.
Directed by Abhijit Panse, the
bilingual film stars Nawazuddin
Siddiqui as Thackeray and
Amrita Rao as his wife Meena
Thackeray. It covers the period
from 1947 to 1993, showcasing
Thackeray's rise as a prominent
leader in Mumbai politics and
his challenges to the Congress
party. The film portrays
Thackeray as a charismatic
leader who passionately advocat-
ed for Mumbai's rights.

"Thalaivi," featuring
Kangana Ranaut, is a highly ac-
claimed political biopic that re-
volves around the late Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister J.
Jayalalithaa. Directed by A. L.
Vijay, the film traces
Jayalalithaa's journey from a
film star to a formidable politi-
cal leader. It explores her strug-
gles, controversies, and her rela-
tionship with her mentor, M. G.
Ramachandran, played by
Arvind Swamy. "Thalaivi" was
released in Hindi, Tamil, and
Telugu languages on September
10, 2021.

"Yatra," a 2019 Telugu-lan-
guage biographical film, por-
trays the life and achievements
of Y. S. Rajasekhara Reddy, a for-
mer Chief Minister of Andhra
Pradesh. Mammootty portrays

YSR in the film, directed by
Mahi V Raghav. The story re-
volves around YSR's famous
Padayatra, a 900-mile walking
tour he undertook during his
election campaign in 2003. The
film highlights YSR's connec-
tion with the people, his under-
standing of their problems, and
the various welfare schemes he
implemented after assuming of-
fice. It also touches upon the
challenges and controversies he
faced during his political jour-
ney, culminating in a tragic heli-
copter crash in 2009. A sequel to
"Yatra" is currently in produc-
tion. In the Marathi-language
biopic "Gadkari," the life of
Nitin Gadkari, Minister of Road
Transport and Highways, takes
center stage. Directed by
Anurag Rajan Bhusari, the film
chronicles Gadkari's political
and personal journey, from his
days as an ABVP student leader
to his accomplishments as a
minister, shedding light on less-
er-known aspects of his life.

While these political biopics
offer a glimpse into the lives of
Indian politicians, it is crucial
to acknowledge their inherent
biases and political agendas.
Often, these films serve as vehi-
cles for propaganda, aiming to
elevate specific political figures
or discredit others. Filmmakers
should recognize that movies
possess a unique language and
chemistry that transcend mere
propaganda. The true potential
of cinema lies in its ability to
stimulate critical thinking and
reflection. Despite mixed com-
mercial success and controver-
sies, the trend of political
biopics in Indian cinema is ex-
pected to continue in the 21st
century. These films will contin-
ue to shape public perceptions
and influence political dis-
course, adding a dynamic di-
mension to the world of Indian
cinema.
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Special Status Ends
The Supreme Court's

unanimous decision up-
holding the Centre's revo-
cation of Article 370
marks a historic milestone
for India. August 5, 2019,
when Article 370 was re-
voked, and December 11,
2023, when the SC validat-
ed the decision, are signifi-
cant dates in India's con-
temporary history. These
actions rectified past er-
rors, placing Jammu and
Kashmir on equal footing
with the rest of the coun-
try. This move is likely to
boost tourism in the re-
gion, promising a brighter
future for J&K.

MK Nair, Raipur

Legal Clarity
The Supreme Court's re-

cent decision on the abro-
gation of Article 370 can
be described as epoch-
making. It brings a defini-
tive conclusion to the con-
troversy surrounding
Jammu and Kashmir's
special status. The verdict
dispels ambiguity and em-
phasizes the legality and
constitutionality of the
process, affirming that
there was no malice in-
volved.

Shiv Kumar Mishra,
Raipur

Remarkable Ascent
Vishnu Deo Sai's ap-

pointment as Chhattisgarh
CM is a testament to his re-
markable journey from a
panch to the highest con-
stitutional office. His un-
wavering commitment to
community service and
dedication to the welfare of
his village and state have
been duly recognized by
the BJP's national leader-
ship. This reflects the
essence of India's democ-
racy, where individuals, re-
gardless of their back-
ground, can ascend to sig-
nificant roles in govern-
ment.

Rakesh Gupta, Korba

Human Rights
Beacon

The UN Charter's jour-
ney in upholding human
rights globally is a testa-
ment to the world's com-
mitment to safeguarding
human dignity. This arti-
cle delves into the docu-
ment's evolution, high-
lighting its historical sig-
nificance and enduring
relevance. International
efforts like this are essen-
tial in nurturing a world
where fundamental
rights are upheld and
protected. The UN
Charter stands as a plat-
form and guiding light,
uniting nations in ad-
dressing challenges and
promoting the well-being
of all individuals.
Krishna Kumar, Kollam

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  RAIPUR,  THURSDAY,  DECEMBER  14,  2023

Workers sort groundnuts, at Anaj Mandi in Bikaner, Wednesday, Dec. 13.

GRAIN MARKET IN BIKANER

DR.VASISHT.M.C
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In a world fraught with conflicts and crises, the United Nations
serves as a global forum for nations to voice their concerns and
seek resolutions to pressing issues. India's stance on a draft reso-
lution in the UN General Assembly has drawn attention and
sparked debates both within and outside the country. The resolu-
tion, which called for an immediate humanitarian ceasefire in the
Israel-Hamas conflict and the unconditional release of all
hostages, saw India voting in favour of the proposed amendment.
The 193-member UN General Assembly convened an Emergency
Special Session to address the ongoing Israel-Hamas conflict, with
Egypt introducing the draft resolution. The resolution garnered
153 votes in favour, while 23 nations abstained, and 10 voted
against it. India's decision to vote in favour of the amendment, pro-
posed by the United States, calling for the unequivocal rejection
and condemnation of Hamas's terrorist attacks, has elicited varied
reactions. It is important to understand the nuances of India's for-
eign policy in the context of this vote. India has historically main-
tained a stance of pragmatism and non-interference in the internal
affairs of sovereign nations. This principle has guided India's diplo-
matic approach, rooted in respect for international law and the
United Nations' charter. The draft resolution, sponsored by several
nations, including Algeria, Bahrain, Iraq, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar,
Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, and Palestine, primarily
demanded a ceasefire in Gaza and emphasized the need for all
parties to adhere to their international obligations, especially con-
cerning the protection of civilians. While the resolution did not ex-
plicitly name Hamas, it stressed the importance of humanitarian
access and the immediate release of all hostages. India's support
for the US-proposed amendment, which specifically condemns
Hamas's terrorist attacks, underscores India's unwavering com-
mitment to combating terrorism. India has been a victim of terror-
ism for decades and understands the devastating consequences of
such acts. By aligning itself with the amendment, India sends a
clear message that terrorism, in any form and from any entity, is
unacceptable. However, this move should not be viewed as a shift
in India's longstanding policy on the Israel-Palestine conflict. India
has consistently supported a two-state solution, recognizing both
Israel and Palestine's rights to exist within secure and recognized
borders. India's support for the amendment does not diminish its
commitment to a just and peaceful resolution of the Israel-
Palestine conflict through negotiations and dialogue. India's deci-
sion also reflects its efforts to balance its interests in the Middle
East, where it has strong diplomatic, economic, and strategic ties
with countries on both sides of the Israel-Palestine conflict.
Navigating these complex relationships requires careful diplomacy
and a nuanced approach. India's vote demonstrates its ability to
engage constructively with various stakeholders in the region
while upholding its principles. Furthermore, India's stance aligns
with its broader foreign policy goals of maintaining a strategic and
non-aligned position on global issues. India has consistently sup-
ported multilateralism, emphasizing the importance of interna-
tional cooperation to address global challenges. By voting in favor
of the amendment, India reinforces its commitment to combating
terrorism within the framework of the United Nations. India's ac-
tions at the UN exemplify its ability to navigate complex interna-
tional dynamics while staying true to its values and principles.

India’s Pragmatic 
Stance at the UN

Yash Pal Ralhan

P rime Minister Narendra
Modi's recent announce-

ments of chief ministers and
deputy chief ministers in the
key states of Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan, and Chhattisgarh
have sent ripples across the po-
litical landscape. These appoint-
ments hold profound political
implications, underscoring the
Bharatiya Janata Party's (BJP)
relentless pursuit of expanding
its parliamentary influence and

the possibility of securing a
third term for Modi at the cen-
ter, a feat only achieved by
Jawaharlal Nehru in India's po-
litical history. The BJP's re-
sounding victories in recent
elections have allowed it to ap-
point a fresh crop of young and
dynamic leaders to spearhead
the governments, even in states
where established leaders like
Shivraj Singh Chouhan held
sway. What is remarkable about
these appointments is the BJP's
ability to operate with the agili-
ty of a dynamic and innovative
technology start-up turned
super-unicorn. In the Modi era,
the only outdated commodity is
the status quo. This stands in
stark contrast to the internal
strife and conflicts witnessed
within the Congress party,
where clashes between Chief
Ministers and Deputy Chief
Ministers have been visible in
states like Rajasthan,
Chhattisgarh, and Punjab.
Additionally, the BJP's focus on
empowering tribal communities
carries immense political and
national security significance.

In Chhattisgarh, the

Bharatiya Janata Party has
placed its bet on Vishnu Deo Sai
as the new Chief Minister. This
decision was made with careful
consideration, taking into ac-
count Sai's tribal background
and extensive political experi-
ence, which spans three decades
as an elected representative and
a minister. Accompanying Sai
in this new leadership role are
Arun Sao and Vijay Sharma,
who have been appointed as
Deputy Chief Ministers.
Additionally, former Chief
Minister Raman Singh has as-
sumed the role of Speaker of
the state assembly.

However, the most formida-
ble challenge confronting the
new Chhattisgarh government
is the monumental task of
cleansing the state from the per-
vasive corruption that had
plagued the previous regime.
Despite vehement denials by
the former administration, cor-
ruption had permeated various
levels of governance. This per-
vasive issue cannot be solely at-
tributed to individual involve-
ment in illicit dealings; rather,
it is rooted in a distorted politi-

cal philosophy and policy
framework adopted by the pre-
vious ruling party concerning
national issues.

In Madhya Pradesh, the BJP
named Mohan Yadav as the
next chief minister, a decision
that was not without its share of
challenges, considering the en-
during popularity of Shivraj
Singh Chouhan. To bolster its
position in states like Bihar and
Uttar Pradesh, where Yadavs
hold considerable influence, the
BJP strategically appointed a
Yadav chief minister in
Madhya Pradesh. This move is
poised to resonate with this sup-
port base and further strength-
en the party's standing in these
critical regions. Moreover, the
party selected Rajendra Shukla
and Jagdish Devda as deputy
chief ministers, while former
Union minister Narendra Singh
Tomar is set to assume the role
of Speaker of the Madhya
Pradesh Legislative Assembly.

In Rajasthan, Bhajanlal
Sharma was chosen as the next
chief minister, supported by two
deputies, Diya Kumari and
Prem Chand Bairwa. Vasudev

Devnani has been designated as
the Speaker. These appoint-
ments reflect the BJP's commit-
ment to adopting a fresh and in-
novative approach to leadership.

Modi's political maneuvers
and the BJP's strategic thinking
underline the party's aspiration
to consolidate its position both
regionally and nationally. The
appointments of leaders from
diverse communities and back-
grounds signal the party's intent
to appeal to a broad spectrum of
voters. As India approaches the
2024 Lok Sabha elections, these
decisions are expected to play a
pivotal role in shaping the coun-
try's political landscape.

The BJP's bold choices
demonstrate that in contempo-
rary Indian politics, the only
constant is change, and the
party is unafraid to embrace
transformation. Modi's vision
for a new India is reflected not
only in his governance but also
in his astute political acumen.
As the nation looks ahead, these
strategic moves may prove in-
strumental in determining the
trajectory of Indian politics for
years to come.

Modi’s Political Maneuvers and the Path Ahead

Combatting Corruption
A Shared Responsibility

Political Biopics on the Indian Silver Screen
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Joined

New Delhi: Fintech
player Angel One on
Wednesday said
Hemen Bhatia has
joined as chief execu-
tive officer of its asset
management busi-
ness. His joining will
strengthen the posi-
tion of Angel One
Asset Management
Company Ltd as a
prominent player in
passive investing
space, Angel One said
in a statement. Bhatia
was former Head of
ETF (Exchange
Traded Fund) at
Nippon Life India
AMC. He played a key
role in setting up
CPSE ETF at Goldman
Sachs AMC and has
over 17 years of expe-
rience in the asset
management industry.

Services exports 
New Delhi: The coun-
try's services exports
have touched USD 192
billion so far this fiscal
and are expected to
reach USD 400 billion
by the end of 2023-24,
SEPC said on
Wednesday. Services
Export Promotion
Council (SEPC) said
that key sectors which
are recording healthy
growth rates include
telecom, computer, in-
formation, and trans-
port and travel. The
council is also en-
gaged in formulating
strategies to propel the
sector's growth, it said.

Investment
opportunities

New Delhi: Foreign
investors should ex-
plore business oppor-
tunities in India as it
provides a huge do-
mestic market and in-
vestment-friendly en-
vironment,
Commerce and
Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal said on
Wednesday. The avail-
ability of skilled man-
power, equal treat-
ment to all investors,
and the aspirational
young population are
also some of the key
reasons for investing
in India, the minister
added.

New Delhi, Dec 13: 

The government on
Wednesday introduced a
bill in Parliament, which
seeks to give immediate ef-
fect to the changes in cus-
toms and excise duties an-
nounced in the Budget.
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, while intro-
ducing the Provisional
Collection of Taxes Bill,
2023, in the Lok Sabha said
the provisions are curbing
speculative activities fol-
lowing changes in cus-
toms and excise duties in
the Budget. While the
changes in rates of income
and corporate taxes, incor-
porated in the Budget an-
nounced on February 1,
are effective from April 1
or a notified date, most of
the changes in customs
and excise duty rates be-

come effective from mid-
night. The Provisional
Collection of Taxes Bill
2023, will replace the The
Provisional Collection of
Taxes Act, 1931. The Bill
provides for the "immedi-
ate effect for a limited peri-
od" of provisions in Bills
relating to the imposition
or increase of duties of
customs or excise.
Sitharaman said the bill

incorporates the existing
provisions of the 1931 Bill.
By invoking this particu-
lar Act, we are able to tem-
porarily ensure, till the
time the Finance Bill gets
passed, no speculative ac-
tivities are happening,
Sitharaman said. Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Wednesday
introduced a bill in the Lok
Sabha to raise the age limit

for president and members
of GST appellate tribunals.
The Central Goods and
Services Tax (Second
Amendment) Bill, 2023,
seeks to cap the age for
president and members of
the GST appellate tri-
bunals (GSTAT) at 70 years
and 67 years, respectively,
higher than 67 years and 65
years specified earlier. An
advocate with 10 years of
'substantial experience' in
litigation in matters relat-
ing to indirect taxes in the
Appellate Tribunal, would
be eligible to be appointed
as a judicial member of
the GSTAT. As per the
amendment, president and
the judicial and technical
members of the GSTAT
shall hold office for four
years, or until he attains
the age of 70 years and 67
years, respectively,

whichever is earlier. The
rules notified by the gov-
ernment earlier had fixed
the age limit for the presi-
dent and members of
GSTAT at 67 years and 65
years, respectively. The
GST Council chaired by
Sitharaman and compris-
ing finance ministers of all
states and UTs, had in
October approved the
change in the age criteria.
The president and mem-
bers of the GSTAT would
be eligible for re-appoint-
ment for a period of two
years subject to the age
limit of 70 and 67, respec-
tively, as per the amended
bill. Parliament had in
March cleared amend-
ments in the GST Act, en-
abling the creation of the
Central Goods and
Services Tax Appellate
Tribunals.

FM introduces bill to give immediate effect
to customs, excise duty proposals in Budget New Delhi, Dec 13: 

Former RBI governor
Raghuram Rajan has at-
tributed the sharp uptick
in GDP in the first half of
the current fiscal to infra-
structure spending and
good performance by large
economies of the world
but added India has to do a
lot of catching up and the
USD 5 trillion economy
goal for 2025 is nearly im-
possible.

Rajan further said that
even as India's growth rate
is strong, private invest-
ment and private con-
sumption have not picked
up. "So if you look at why
we have done so well this
year, one of the reasons we
are doing so well is also be-
cause the world is doing
well. "... the other reason
for this very strong growth
in the first half is tremen-
dous government spend-
ing on infrastructure,"

Rajan told PTI. India re-
tained the tag of the
world's fastest-growing
major economy, with its
GDP expanding by a
faster-than-expected rate
of 7.6 per cent in the July-
September quarter on
booster shots from govern-
ment spending and manu-
facturing. At constant
(2011-12) prices in April-
September 2023-24 (H1
2023-24), GDP is estimated
at Rs 82.11 lakh crore as
against Rs 76.22 lakh crore
during the corresponding
period of the previous
year, showing a growth of
7.7 per cent in H1 2023-24 as
against 9.5 per cent in H1
2022-23.

Infra spending, good performance
by large economies push sharp
uptick in GDP in H1FY24: Rajan

New Delhi, Dec 13:  

There is no proposal to
provide subsidy on import
duty on imports of electric
vehicles into the country,
Parliament was informed
on Wednesday. Minister of
State for Commerce and
Industry Som Parkash
said the government has
taken a series of policy ini-
tiatives and measures to
create a conducive ecosys-
tem to promote industrial-
isation and domestic value
addition and to make
India globally competitive.
The government has also
taken various steps to
boost domestic and foreign
investments in India to en-
hance local value addition
under Make in India ini-
tiative, the minister said
in a written reply to the
Lok Sabha. "Presently,

there is no proposal either
to provide exemption from
local value addition cost or
to provide subsidy on im-
port duty on import of
electric vehicles in India,"
Parkash said. He also in-
formed that the govern-
ment has launched the
Production Linked
Incentive (PLI) scheme for
automobile and auto com-
ponent industry with a
budgetary outlay of Rs

25,938 crore to provide fi-
nancial incentives to boost
domestic manufacturing
of advanced automotive
technologies products, in-
cluding electric vehicles
and their components.
The scheme incentivises
the establishment of giga
scale ACC manufacturing
facilities in the country for
50 GigaWatt hour (GWh).
The minister said this
while replying to a ques-
tion whether it is a fact
that the government has a
proposal under considera-
tion to exempt Tesla and
other multinational car
companies from local
value addition of cost in
heavy batteries, semicon-
ductors and even magnetic
parts and also subsidy on
the import duty on the im-
port of electric vehicles in
India.

Presently no proposal to provide subsidy
on import duty on EVs into India: Govt

New Delhi, Dec 13: 

Civil aviation minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia  re-
viewed the self-monitoring
mechanism for air-
fares put in place by
individual airlines
and emphasised
keeping fares in
check on select
routes. During an
advisory group
meeting, there were
discussions on air-
lines' on-time performance
(OTP), and the minister in-
structed the Airports
Authority of India (AAI) to
relook technical specifica-
tions at VFR-equipped
(Visual Flight Rules) air-
ports to help enhance OTP,
according to an official re-
lease. Scindia held a meet-

ing with the airline adviso-
ry group that was attended
by representatives of vari-
ous carriers, including
Vistara CEO Vinod

Kannan.
In a post on so-

cial media plat-
form X, Scindia
said that he met the
advisory group to
discuss solutions to
enhance on-time
performance and
"airfares on a few

sectors, and in-house prac-
tices followed by each air-
line". Specific details about
the discussion on airfares
and the particular routes
could not be immediately
ascertained. There have
been concerns in certain
quarters about the trend of
rising air ticket prices.

Scindia discusses airfares,
ways to improve airlines’

on-time performance New Delhi, Dec 13:  

German luxury carmak-
er Mercedes-Benz on
Wednesday said it will
hike prices of select mod-
els in India by up to 2 per
cent from January 1 next
year to partially offset ris-
ing input, commodity and
logistics costs. The price
hike will range from Rs
60,000 for the C-Class to Rs
2.6 lakh for a GLS SUV and
up to Rs 3.4 lakh for the
top-end imported
Mercedes-Maybach S 680.
"High-cost pressures driv-
en primarily by rising
input costs, commodity
pricing, and increased lo-
gistics costs, combined
with inflationary pres-
sures have been exerting
cost pressure on our over-
all operations. "As we rein
in higher efficiencies to
offset these rising costs, a

slight price adjustment for
select models is necessitat-
ed to sustain our profitable
business operations and
retain the price position-
ing," Mercedes-Benz India
Managing Director and
CEO Santosh Iyer said in a
statement. He further said,
"While we continue to ab-
sorb the majority of this
increase, a small portion
must be passed on to the
market to offset these cost
increases. Our tailored fi-
nancing solutions from
MBFS (Mercedes-Benz
Financial Services) will,
however, ensure an opti-
mum cost of ownership
for customers, having a
minimal impact".

Mercedes-Benz India to
hike prices from Jan 1

New Delhi, Dec 13: 

Domestic passenger ve-
hicle wholesales rose to
the highest level for the
month of November, driv-
en by robust demand espe-
cially for utility vehicles,
industry body SIAM said
on Tuesday. Overall pas-
senger vehicle dispatches
from companies to dealers
rose to 3,34,130 units last
month, a growth of 4 per
cent year on year against
the backdrop of a high
base of last November. As
per the SIAM data, market
leader Maruti Suzuki
India dispatched 1,34,158
passenger vehicles last
month as compared with
1,32,395 units in November
2022. Rival Hyundai Motor
India dispatched 49,451
units to its dealers last

month as compared with
48,002 units in the year-ago
period.

Two-wheeler sales rose
to 16,23,399 units last
month, a growth of 31
per cent as compared to
12,36,282 units in
November 2022.
Similarly, three-wheeler
dispatches also rose to
59,738 units last month,
registering an increase of
31 per cent over 45,664
units last November. "All
segments of the automo-
bile industry witnessed
robust growth during the
festival season which
ended in the first part of
November," Society of
Indian Automobile
Manufacturers (SIAM)
President Vinod
Aggarwal said in a state-
ment.

Festive fervour leads to highest-ever
November PV wholesales

New Delhi, Dec 13: 

Snapping its declining
trend, retail inflation rose
to a three-month high of
5.55 per cent in November
on firming food prices, in-
cluding vegetables and ce-
reals, though it remains
within the RBI's comfort
zone of less than 6 per
cent. Inflation based on
the Consumer Price Index
(CPI) was 4.87 per cent in
October and 5.88 per cent
in November 2022, the gov-
ernment data released on
Tuesday showed.

The previous high was
6.83 per cent in August and
inflation had been on a de-
cline since then.
According to the National
Statistical Office (NSO)
data, inflation in the food
basket increased to 8.7 per

cent in November from
6.61 per cent in October
and 4.67 per cent in the
year-ago month. Food bas-
ket has about 50 per cent
weightage in CPI. The an-

nual rate of price rise in
'spices' was 21.55 per cent,
'pulses and products' 20.23
per cent, vegetables 17.7
per cent, and fruits 10.95
per cent.

Inflation rises to 3-month high of
5.55 pc in Nov on firming food prices

Mumbai, Dec 13:  

The rupee depreciated 4
paise to hit an all-time clos-
ing low of 83.41 (provision-
al) against the US dollar on
Wednesday amid a strong
American currency over-
seas. Forex traders said a
steep fall in crude oil prices
from USD 76 per barrel to
the below USD 73 level pro-
vided support, but a muted
trend in equity markets
triggered negative bias
against the local unit. At
the interbank foreign ex-
change market, the local
unit opened at 83.39 against
the greenback and traded
in a tight range of 83.38-
83.41. It finally settled at its
lifetime low of 83.41 (provi-
sional), a fall of 4 paise
from the previous close.

Rupee falls 4 paise
to close at all-time

low of 83.41
against US dollar

Mumbai, Dec 13: 

Skoda Auto India has an-
nounced a price hike of
around 2% acrossitsrange
from January 1, 2024. The
hike will be effective on the
entirerange of Skoda Auto
India vehicles -- the Kushaq
SUV, the Slavia sedan and
the Kodiaq luxury 4x4. The
price correction is owing to
rising supply, input and op-
erational costs. Skoda Auto
India introduced the
newKushaq based on the
all-newMQB-A0-IN plat-
form specifically developed
for India in July 2021. And
the Slavia sedan in April
2022 based on the same plat-
form. Both cars are now ex-
ported to GCC and other

right hand drive markets
and are going to lead the
company’s entry into
Vietnam in 2024. Both the
Kushaq and Slavia have
earned a full 5-stars for
both adult and child occu-
pants under Global NCAP’s
newer, stricter crash test
protocols. With the Kodiaq
having 5-stars for adults
and children under Euro
NCAP, Skoda Auto India
have a 100% fleet of 5-star
rated, crash-tested cars.

The company has also
expanded its network from
120 customer touchpoints
in 2021 to over 250 at the end
of 2023. In line with its cus-
tomer-centric approach,
Skoda  will continue to get
closer to customers and
offer its range of class-lead-
ing products.

Skoda Auto India to hike
prices by around 2% in 2024

Price hike will come
into effect from
January 1, 2024 Mumbai, Dec 13: 

HDFC Life, one of India’s
leading life insurers, has
launched a new product -
HDFC Life Click 2 Achieve,
a guaranteed savings life in-
surance plan. The plan is
designed to safeguard the
future of loved ones’ and at-
tain their financial objec-
tives. Why you need to add
HDFC Life Click 2 Achieve
in your portfolio?  cus-
tomers can enjoy a
Guaranteed Immediate
Income as early as the next
policy month, It’s complete-
ly flexible – you can cus-
tomise your plan to receive
benefits as early income,
long-term income, lump-
sum or period lumpsum
(money back), You can
choose the desired levels of
protection with flexible
sum assured and rider ben-

efits. Speaking on the
launch, Aneesh Khanna,
Head – Products &
Segments, HDFC Life
said, “Everything starts
with a dream, and no mat-
ter how big the dream is,
to make it a reality – you
need to start with a se-
cured step. Similarly, life
goals are fulfilled with
regular savings and plan-
ning. You can now take
your first secured  step to-
wards fulfilling your
dreams with HDFC Life
Click 2 Achieve product.

HDFC Life launches ‘HDFC
Life Click 2 Achieve’ with

guaranteed benefits
New Delhi, Dec 13: 

Investors are placing sig-
nificant bets on systematic
investment plans, or SIPs,
with inflows rising to Rs
1.66 lakh crore in the first
11 months of 2023, while
Sebi's decision to lower the
ticket size to Rs 250 will
further boost investment.
The total invested in the
first 11 months this year is
way higher than Rs 1.5
lakh crore through the
route in the entire 2022, Rs
1.14 lakh crore in 2021, Rs
97,000 crore in 2020, as per
data with the Association
of Mutual Funds in India
(AMFI).

Going ahead, Akhil
Chaturvedi, Chief
Business Officer of Motilal
Oswal AMC, anticipated a
sustained and healthy
year-on-year growth in
overall SIP participation.

"With a buoyant economic
outlook and increased
market participation, in-
vestors are likely to contin-
ue favouring SIPs as a dis-
ciplined and accessible in-
vestment avenue. The on-
going strength in the mar-
ket, coupled with the po-
tential for healthy returns,
reinforces our belief that
the upward trend in SIPs
will persist throughout
2024," he added. According
to the data, inflow in mutu-
al fund schemes through
SIPs was at Rs 1.66 lakh
crore in this year (till
November). Industry ex-
perts have attributed sev-
eral factors that influenced
the surge in inflow such as
awareness created by
Association of Mutual
Funds in India (AMFI), de-
mographics, strong return
on equity investment and
ease of investment.

Mutual funds’ SIP collection
soars to Rs 1.66 lakh cr in 2023;
lower ticket size to push inflow

Mumbai, Dec 13:  

Benchmark equity in-
dices Sensex and Nifty
eked out gains on
Wednesday following late
buying in capital goods,
auto and energy shares as
investors adopted a cau-
tious approach ahead of
the US Fed interest rate de-
cision to be announced
later in the day. The 30-
share BSE Sensex ad-
vanced 33.57 points or 0.05
per cent to settle at
69,584.60, driven by late
buying. During the day, it
fell 450.47 points or 0.64 per
cent to 69,100.56. The Nifty
gained 19.95 points or 0.10
per cent to 20,926.35.
Among the Sensex firms,
NTPC, Power Grid,
Mahindra & Mahindra,
Larsen & Toubro, Sun
Pharma, State Bank of
India, Titan and Tata Steel

were the major gainers.
Tata Consultancy
Services, Infosys, Axis
Bank, Bajaj Finserv,
UltraTech Cement and
Bajaj Finance were the
major laggards. In Asian
markets, Seoul, Shanghai
and Hong Kong settled
lower while Tokyo ended
in the positive territory.
European markets were
trading with gains. The US
markets ended in the posi-
tive territory on Tuesday.

Stock markets settle marginally
higher on late buying; L&T,

Reliance advance



Central Chronicle News

Lara, Dec 13: NTPC Lara,
1600-megawatt power station
of power major NTPC
Limited, celebrates its 11th
foundation day with great
zeal and fervour. Diwakar
Kaushik, Executive Director
(NTPC Lara) along with all
General Managers and repre-
sentatives of union and asso-
ciation cut the cake and
greeted each other by offer-
ing sweets.

Addressing the employees,
Kaushik appreciated all em-
ployees for their tireless ef-
forts to bring this new plant
to a position in the national
level. In this financial year
NTPC Lara station generated
8005 million units with 81.75
percent plant load factor.

Being laced with super
critical technology and high-
ly efficient plant the power
houses of this plant generat-
ed electricity in less coal con-
sumption in comparison to
other sub-critical and super
critical power stations.

NTPC Lara is the third
highly efficient plant among
all NTPC power plants and
40.6 percent more efficient in
comparison to other sub-
critical and supercritical
plant. With high efficiency
NTPC Lara can produce af-

fordable electricity for na-
tion building.

NTPC Lara is on the verge
of expansion. In the near fu-
ture it is going to add anoth-
er 1600 megawatt by in-
stalling two more 800
megawatt units. The lion
share 50 percent of generat-
ed electricity from this plant
is supplied to Chhattisgarh
state and rest is supplied to
Gujrat, Maharashtra,
Madhya Pradesh, Goa,
Daman and Diu.

NTPC Lara undertakes
various developmental activ-
ities by its CSR-CD activities
in the field of Education,
Health, Drinking Water and
infrastructure development
of surrounding villages, in-
cluding Raigarh district and
Chhattisgarh state.

Allegations of coercion
during KYC process

Central Chronicle News

Kurud, Dec 13: Concerns
have surfaced regarding the
Bhakhara HP Gas Agency
operators situated in
Bhakhara Nagar Panchayat,
as consumers claim they are
being coerced into purchas-
ing new gas pipes during the
KYC verification process.

HP Gas Company guide-
lines specify that gas pipes
should be replaced every 5
years for safety reasons.
However, consumers in the
Bhakhara area assert that
their gas cylinder connec-
tions are only 2 to 3 years old,
making it unnecessary to re-
place the pipes. They allege
that this reference to the
rules is being used to compel
them into buying new pipes.
Refusal to do so disrupts the

KYC process, leaving con-
sumers frustrated.

In the rural areas, includ-
ing Bhakhara Nagar, there
are over 22,000 consumers
with HP Gas connections.
However, the KYC process
has only been completed for
2,500 individuals so far, and
complaints from consumers
have begun to surface.

Omprakash Nahar, the di-
rector of Bhakhara HP Gas
Agency, clarified that KYC
verification is conducted at
various service centers, in-
cluding their institute. He ac-
knowledged receiving a com-
plaint about the forced sale of
gas pipes, which he deemed
incorrect. According to the
standard procedure, con-
sumers are advised to consid-
er pipe replacement after 5
years as a precautionary
measure. Any missteps in
this process will be investi-
gated, and consumers will be
educated to prevent undue
inconvenience.

Central Chronicle News

Dhamtari, Dec 13: In the
recently concluded 14th
state-level netball competi-
tion held in Janjgir
Champa from December 5
to 6, 2023, young athletes
from Dhamtari district
showcased their skills.
Among them, Harish
Kumar Sahu, a resident of
Parkhanda and the son of
Ramesh Kumar Sahu, has
secured a spot in the na-
tional senior netball team
due to his outstanding per-
formance.

The upcoming competi-
tion is scheduled to take
place in Haryana from
December 14 to 17. Gopal
Kumar Sahu, the sports
teacher, expressed his pride
in Harish's achievement.
He mentioned that the en-
tire school community, in-
cluding Principal Heera

Ram Sahu, School
Development Committee
Chairman Devendra Sahu,
Dr. Champeshwar Sonkar,
Narendra DD, Sarpanch
Shatrahan Barle, Secretary
Lukesh Sahu, senior play-
ers Narendra Kumar,
Shubham Goswami, Ajit
Kumar, sportsman Nishad,
Yogesh Vishwakarma,
Himanshu, and the vil-
lagers, extended their best
wishes for Harish's bright
future.

Ujjwala scheme gains momentum
among enthusiastic women

Central Chronicle News

Kurud, Dec 13:
Government schemes are
now set to make the delivery
of gas cylinder subsidies
more efficient, while ensur-
ing consumer verifications
are up to date. The Know
Your Customer (KYC)
process for LPG connec-
tions is being digitized, en-
compassing all gas dealers.

Women in the region are
showing immense interest
in the Ujjwala scheme,
which offers gas cylinders
at subsidized rates under
the new government's ini-
tiative. With the required
documents in hand, women
are thronging to complete
their gas card KYC verifica-
tion.

Saurabh Sharma, the di-
rector of Binda Gas Agency
HP in Kurud Nagar, dis-
closed that there are ap-
proximately 31,000 con-
sumers in Kurud Nagar
and its surrounding rural
areas. Already, KYC verifi-
cation for around 1,500 con-
sumers has been success-

fully completed, with a
steady influx of people
eager to complete their
KYC. The online KYC
process will adhere to the
government's designated
timeline.

Saurabh Sharma empha-
sized that their gas supply
vehicles are also required

to undergo e-KYC within
specified timeframes to
avail gas subsidies. To facil-
itate this, consumers must
possess an Aadhaar card,
as the biometric machine
requires matching the
Aadhaar card number and
thumb impression place-
ment for verification.

Central Chronicle News

Khairagarh, Dec 13: In
memory of the renowned
literary scholar Dr.
Padumlal Punnalal
Bakshi, a district-level
essay competition is set to
take place, thanks to the
collaborative efforts of the
Iqra Foundation and
Shantidoot Sanstha.

Students in grades 9 to
12 are encouraged to show-
case their writing skills in
this special competition.
To participate, students
need to craft essays with a
minimum of 300 words

and a maximum of 500
words. They'll have one
hour to complete their es-
says. Importantly, no copy-
ing or use of digital de-
vices, like phones, is al-
lowed. Students can write
their essays in either
Hindi or English.

The competition is
scheduled for December
17th, from 11:00 am to 12:00
pm, at Vigyan Bhawan, Dr.
Padumlal Punnalal
Bakshi Model Higher
Secondary School in
Khairagarh. Prizes will be
awarded to the winners,
with the top prize being Rs
2001 in cash in memory of
Buddhavasi L.L.Ture by
Shanti Devi Ture. The sec-
ond prize, Rs 1601, is dedi-
cated to the late Mohsin
Khan by Moin Khan.

There's also a third prize
of Rs 1100 in cash, present-
ed by Advocate Sandeep
Das Vaishnav in memory
of late Ramendra Mohan
Das. Exceptional writers
will receive consolation
prizes, and all participants
will be given certificates
and mementoes.

On December 28th, the
anniversary of Dr.
Padumlal Punnalal
Bakshi's death anniver-
sary, a special seminar will
be held at Gaurav Sthal,
Dr. Ambedkar Chowk,
Khairagarh. This seminar
will explore Dr. Bakshi's
life, work, and contribu-
tions to Hindi literature.
The winning participant
will have the unique op-
portunity to meet and dis-
cuss with accomplished
speakers.

To enter the competi-
tion, students can register
with their school's princi-
pal or institution head. If
you have questions or
need assistance related to
the competition, feel free
to contact 94241-11414,
9303137073, or 9644263220.

CEO launches Crop Insurance
Drive for district farmers

Central Chronicle News

Dhamtari, Dec 13: In a
move aimed at benefiting
local farmers, Chief
Executive Officer of the
District Panchayat,
Roktima Yadav, officially
launched the Fasal 
Bima Rath.

The initiative, under the
Pradhan Mantri Fasal
Bima Yojana, will bring
crucial insurance informa-
tion to the doorsteps of
farmers across the dis-

trict's development blocks.
During the Rabi year

2023-24, the government
has extended crop insur-
ance coverage to include
major crops like wheat,
both irrigated and non-ir-
rigated, gram, rye-mus-
tard, and linseed.

The premium rates have
been set at Rs 480 per
hectare for irrigated
wheat, Rs. 345 for non-irri-
gated wheat, Rs 510 for
gram, Rs 345 for rye-mus-
tard, and Rs 240 for linseed,

ensuring wide accessibili-
ty for farmers.

Deputy Director of
Agriculture encouraged
farmers to maximize their
crop insurance coverage,
emphasizing that it will
help compensate for losses
caused by natural disasters.

This initiative promises
to provide vital support to
the farming community in
the district, safeguarding
their livelihoods and pro-
moting agricultural sus-
tainability.

Various programs will be organized
under Viksit Bharat Sankalp Yatra

Central Chronicle News

Korba, Dec 13: The
Women and Child
Development Department
has embarked on a mis-
sion to bring positive
change to India through
the 'Viksit Bharat Sankalp
Yatra' campaign. To kick-
start this nationwide ini-
tiative, a one-day work-
shop convened for CDPOs
and supervisors in the
District Panchayat meet-
ing room.

The workshop, led by
District Program Officer
Preeti Khokhar
Chakhiyar, delved into the
intricacies of the Viksit
Bharat Sankalp Yatra pro-
gram. As part of the cam-
paign, awareness vehicles
will traverse urban areas
and gram panchayats, en-
lightening communities.

Anganwadi workers

will engage beneficiaries
during community-based
Suposhan Chaupal activi-
ties, providing insights
into the program's aspects.
Under the Suposhan
Chaupal initiative, a thor-
ough evaluation will be
conducted, focusing on
critical parameters that
impact child well-being.

These parameters en-
compass essential aspects

such as healthy child com-
petition criteria, monthly
growth monitoring, per-
sonal hygiene, nutritional
levels of children, the pro-
vision of hot meals for 3
to 5-year-old children,
'ready-to-eat' vaccinations
for children aged 6
months to 3 years, de-
worming, and more.

All these factors will
collectively contribute to

a comprehensive assess-
ment, with a total of 50
marks allocated for this
evaluation."

A comprehensive as-
sessment will be conduct-
ed, with the evaluation
team consisting of ICDS
Project Officers, supervi-
sors, Anganwadi workers,
assistants, Panchayat rep-
resentatives, ward mem-
bers, healthcare person-

nel, and teachers.
Under the "Meri

Kahani Meri Jubani" ini-
tiative, five beneficiaries
from each Gram
Panchayat will be identi-
fied to share their experi-
ences and benefits of the
scheme. Their stories will
be scripted and recorded
in an online portal.

During the Viksit
Bharat Sankalp Yatra
events, Anganwadi work-
ers will facilitate on-spot
registrations. The work-
shop concluded with an
action plan prepared by
District Program Officer
Women and Child
Development Chakhiyar
and District Women and
Child Development
Officer Gajendra Dev
Singh. The workshop saw
participation from ten
project officers and all
ICDS supervisors.
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Campaign aims to raise awareness in urban and rural areas

District-wide essay contest in honour
of Dr. Padumlal Punnalal Bakshi

Students invited 
to compete in 
essay writing

Consumer complaints
arise over mandatory 
gas pipe replacement

Harish Kumar Sahu 
earns spot in senior

national netball team

One-Day Human Rights lecture
workshop held at SNG College

Central Chronicle News

Mungeli, Dec 13: The
Department of Political
Science at SNG College
organized a one-day lec-
ture worshop on the topic
of Human Rights.

The lecture, held under
the guidance of Principal
Dr. Rajat Dave, delved
into the importance of
human rights, the role of
the commission, its ad-
vantages, disadvantages,
challenges, and the way
forward, all illustrated
through case studies.

Professor SK Tigga
from Government New
Girls College, Mungeli,
served as the main speak-
er at the event. The pro-
gram commenced with a
warm welcome by the
Principal, who greeted

the Head of the
Department and profes-
sors. Professor Ashok
Kumar Gupta facilitated
the program, and
Professor SK Tigga deliv-
ered the lecture.

The lecture covered
various dimensions of

human rights, exploring
the necessity of these
rights, the commission's
establishment, its merits,
demerits, challenges, and
potential solutions, all il-
lustrated through case
studies.

MA Politics students,

including Hemendra
Singh Dhruv,
Annapurna Sonwani,
Rahul Mallah, Akshay
Kumar, Shyam Singh,
Parmeshwar Bhaskar,
Tulsi Khande,
Bhuneshwari, and
Deepak Chandrakar, pre-
sented papers on differ-
ent aspects of human
rights.

The event concluded
with a vote of thanks ex-
pressed by MA Political
Science student
Muskaan Soni. Notable
participants included
Prof. PK Devangan, Dr.
MK Mishra, Prof. JP
Upadhyay, Prof. Brajesh
Upadhyay, Prof. Gochand
Patel, Prof. Emrajput, li-
brarian Ranjit Kumar,
and students pursuing
MA Political Science.

Students present papers on various aspects of Rrights

Build your future by identifying 
potential: Colonel Saurabh Kumar

Central Chronicle News

Arang, Dec 13: Colonel Saurabh
Kumar, Commanding Officer of
the 27 Chhattisgarh Battalion,
paid a visit, at Badi Prasad Lodhi
Post Graduate Government
College in Arang. During his visit,
he inspected the N.C.C. office, re-
viewed documents, and ex-
pressed satisfaction with the pro-
ceedings. 

Saurabh Kumar provided es-
sential guidance on timely infor-
mation updates, preparation for

"B" and "C" certificate examina-
tions, nominal roll, online registra-
tion, and cadets' bank accounts.
He also delivered an encouraging
address, urging students to har-
ness their potential and seize op-
portunities in defense services
and other career fields. The
Commanding Officer assured all
possible assistance for NCC oper-
ations and the welfare of cadets.
Additionally, NCC officers provid-
ed insights into cadet selection

processes and the availability of
coaching facilities for competitive
exams at the local Srijan
Coaching Institute in Arang. Prior
to Colonel Saurabh Kumar's visit,
the institution's Principal, Dr. K.N.
Sharma, along with cadets and
NCC officers, extended a warm
welcome. The Commanding
Officer commended the disci-
pline, turnout, and training activi-
ties of the cadets and wished
them success in their future en-

deavors. The occasion was graced
by the presence of senior college
professors, including Prof. T.
Sengupta, Prof. H.L. Verma, Dr.
Sadhna Dixit, Dr. L.P. Sharma,
Prof. Bhuneshwar Sahu, Dr. Indu
Soni, Prof. Piyush Tandey, Prof.
Gyanesh Shukla, Prof.
Dharmendra Ghritalhare, Prof.
Bhavana Purvia, Prof. Vibha
Satpathy, Dr. Upendra Sahu,
Purushottam Sahu, and
Hemsagar Chaudhary.

Support and guid-
ance offered for
NCC cadets

NTPC Lara celebrates its 11th Raising Day with fervour



CENTRAL CHRONICLE, RAIPUR,  THURSDAY, DECEMBER 14,  2023

Johannesburg, Dec 13 (PTI):

The Indian bowlers will
come under sharp scruti-
ny in the team's effort to
merge the immediate task
of series-levelling and the
distant target of finding
an ideal combination for
next year's T20 World Cup
during the third and final
match against South
Africa here on Thursday.

The second T20I exposed
the challenges faced by
India's emerging bowlers.
Arshdeep Singh and
Mukesh Kumar struggled
against South African
opener Reeza Hendricks,
conceding 15.50 and 11.33
runs per over, respectively.
The rain and dew in Port
Elizabeth added to their
difficulties, highlighting a
lack of control in unfavor-
able conditions. The ab-
sence of pacer Deepak
Chahar due to personal
reasons has compounded
India's bowling woes.

Arshdeep and Mukesh
are entrusted with filling
the shoes of senior
bowlers like Jasprit

Bumrah, but they have
often found themselves in
challenging situations.
The recent 4-1 T20I series
victory over Australia
masked some flaws in the
Indian bowling unit.
Arshdeep, for example,
had a brilliant last over
against Australia but
struggled throughout the
series, conceding 10.68
runs per over across four
matches. Mukesh added
pace to his bowling but
couldn't curb the flow of
runs, going for 9.12 runs
per over against the
Australians.

With only four T20Is left
before the T20 World Cup,
it's crucial for these

bowlers to prove their
worth and secure their
spots in the team.
Ravindra Jadeja, who re-
turned to T20I cricket after
a long hiatus, needs to im-
prove his performance,
and India hopes for a bet-
ter showing from him.

On the positive side,
Rinku Singh impressed
with his maiden T20I fifty,
and Suryakumar Yadav's
consistent batting and
leadership skills make
him a key player for India.
Openers Shubman Gill
and Yashasvi Jaiswal will
aim for a better start, pro-
vided Ruturaj Gaikwad
doesn't return after
falling ill.

Navi Mumbai, Dec 13 (PTI):

In a bid to recover from a
lackluster T20I perform-
ance, India, led by
Harmanpreet Kaur, is
gearing up for a one-off
women's Test against
England in Navi Mumbai.
The four-day match is set
to begin on Thursday, with
India banking on their for-
midable spin attack to
maintain their edge in this
format.

India's historical record
offers a significant confi-
dence boost, having lost
only one Test to England in
14 encounters since their
rivalry began in 1986.
Harmanpreet, in her maid-
en Test leadership role, is
determined to preserve
this proud record.

The previous clash be-
tween India and England
in women's cricket ended
in a draw in June 2021 at
Bristol. Smriti Mandhana
played a pivotal role, scor-
ing 78 runs in the first in-
nings, while the young sen-
sation Shafali Verma stood
out with scores of 96 and
63.

This Test holds special
significance as it marks a
double treat for Indian
women's cricket. Given the
scarcity of women's Test
cricket, India has a reason
to celebrate, with two Tests
scheduled within a ten-day
span. After facing England

at the DY Patil Stadium,
India will lock horns with
the formidable Australian
team at the Wankhede
Stadium from December
21-24 in another one-off
Test.

While India's recent ex-
posure to Test cricket has
been limited, England's ex-
perience is relatively fresh-
er. In an exhilarating con-
test in June, England put
up a strong fight against
Australia, largely due to
Tammy Beaumont's sensa-
tional 208 in the first in-
nings. However, they even-
tually succumbed to an 89-
run defeat.

India's spin attack has
been reinforced with the
inclusion of Bengal's left-
arm spinner, Saika

Ishaque, who had a suc-
cessful year, making her
debut for the Mumbai
Indians and emerging as
one of the highest wicket-
takers in the Women's
Premier League (WPL).
Ishaque made her T20I
debut against England,
contributing three crucial
wickets in the final game
to secure a consolation
win.

Karnataka's left-handed
opening batter, Shubha
Satheesh, has earned her
spot after impressing in
the four-day practice
matches during the senior
team's camp. Among the
batters, Jemimah
Rodrigues and Harleen
Deol lack Test experience,
while one-Test-old Yastika
Bhatia might get the nod
as the wicket-keeper ahead

of Richa Ghosh. With the
return of seamer Renuka
Singh Thakur, who per-
formed admirably with the
new ball in the recent
T20Is, India is hopeful of
her making a significant
impact. In the spin depart-
ment, India boasts experi-
enced campaigners in
Sneh Rana and Deepti
Sharma, which might keep
Ishaque on standby.

For England, the injury-
induced withdrawal of
Emma Lamb has led to the
inclusion of Maia Bouchier
and Kirstie Gordon in the
squad. The visitors will be
relying on their seasoned
players, such as Nat Sciver-
Brunt, Heather Knight,
Danni Wyatt, Kate Cross,
and Sophie Ecclestone, for
a productive outing in the
Test.

India bank on spin to keep
England in check in one-off Test

Time: 9:30am IST.

Navi Mumbai, Dec 13 (PTI):

Without hiding her de-
sire to see more Tests
being played in women's
cricket space, captain
Harmanpreet Kaur on
Wednesday admitted that
India will have to play a
lead role to make it a real-
ity through consistent
performances.

After a gap of nearly
nine years, India will be
playing a Test at home
when they take on
England in a one-off
match here at the DY Patil
Stadium. India's last Test
at home took place in
November 2014 against
South Africa at Mysore.

"Talking about women's
cricket, it is improving
day-by-day In India. A lot
of people are coming to
watch the match which
we saw in the last T20Is,"
Kaur told the media on
the eve of the match.

"Everyone in the

world...they want to play
in India. In India, things
are changing quickly
when it comes to cricket.
A lot of people are extend-
ing their love and we are
also trying to improve. We
have an opportunity to
take women's cricket as
high as we can. "I know
that a lot hinges on the
Indian cricket team when
it comes to women's crick-
et. The way the approach
is changing in India con-
cerning women's cricket,
obviously, we have a lot in
our hands," Kaur added.

With India making a re-
turn to the Test arena
after September 2021,
Kaur said as players they
desire to appear in more
long-format matches but
the administrators have
to make the final call.

"As players we want to
play more and more Test
games. It is ICC and (the)
board's call to take up,"
she said.

Indian team has responsibility
to take women’s cricket

ahead: Harmanpreet Kaur

Navi Mumbai, Dec 13 (PTI):

England Women's cap-
tain Heather Knight said
the one-off Test against
India starting here on
Thursday will be a huge
unknown' for both the
teams and approaching
the game with the right
mindset will be crucial.

Indian women's outfit
has not lost a Test at
home since 1995 and
away since 2006 will offer
a massive challenge to
the visitors, but the
Harmanpreet Kaur-led
side has not played red-
ball cricket for the last
two years.

However, Knight did
not read too much into
the non-familiarity fac-
tor.

"I think it is a huge un-
known for both the
teams. Obviously, playing
multi-format for the
Indian girls as well, they

have not really done it
here for a long time. So
yes, it's hugely exciting
any time we get to don
the whites," Knight told
the media ahead of
England's training ses-
sion on Wednesday.
England will be hitting
the milestone 100th Tests
but the skipper was not
aware of the record.

"I had no idea, actually.
That is quite a cool stat. I
think playing a Test
match in India is (in the)
bucket list for any crick-
eter and it's really cool
that we get the opportu-
nity to do that," she
replied.

"I absolutely love play-
ing Test cricket. I've got
some of the best memo-
ries in an England shirt
playing in the whites. (It
is) super cool that we get
to play here and it's going
to be a real tough chal-
lenge and one the team is
really excited for," she
said.

Knight acknowledged
that there will be some
anxiety in the camp but
would draw inspiration
from the quick turn-
around between the Test
and T20I series last year.

"It is a really quick
turnaround and we do
not play Test cricket very
often. Naturally, there's
bound to be more anxiety
and worry and stress
around the group just be-
cause it's purely some-
thing we don't play very
often," she said.

England’s Knight reveals
anxiety ahead of India Test

Hove (England), Dec 13 (PTI):

Ignored for India's Test
series in South Africa, vet-
eran batter Cheteshwar
Pujara has once again
signed up with English
county cricket club Sussex
for the 2024 county season.

It will be his third
straight season with the
club, having first signed in
2022. As for the 2024 season,
he would be available for

the opening seven games of
the County Championship.

"I have enjoyed my time
at Hove the last couple of
seasons and couldn't be
more delighted to be back
again with the Sussex fami-
ly," Pujara told Sussex after
re-signing with the club.

"I am looking forward to
joining the team and con-

tributing to its suc-
cess." Pujara

had a great
stint with the
club, collect-

ing 1,863 runs
in 18 County Championship
meetings at an average of
64.24, which includes eight
tons and three half-cen-
turies. His best knock for
Sussex happens to be 231
versus Derbyshire in his
first season, which also in-
cluded a partnership of 351
with Tom Haines.

Commenting on Pujara's
return to Sussex, head
coach Paul Farbrace said, "I
am delighted that
Cheteshwar is returning to
Hove again for the first two
months of the season."

Perth (Australia), Dec 13 (AP):

Pakistan's new captain Shan Masood
said his team will be out to buck consider-
able odds, and 28 years of history, with a
victory over a full-strength Australia in
the first Test from Thursday. Masood,
who replaced top batsman Babar Azam as
skipper after the 50-overs World Cup, con-
ceded Pakistan were short of test match
practice but said there was no question of
playing for anything less than a win at
Perth Stadium.

"You have to be positive," Masood, a fan
of England's 'Bazball' style of play, told re-
porters on Wednesday.

"It's picking your battles, it's being sen-
sible. It's about seeing the requirement of
the games and seeing what are the ways
we can save time in the game and create a
situation where taking 20 wickets would
be easy." Pakistan have taken 20 wickets
only once in their last eight Tests in
Australia going back to 2009, part of a se-
quence of 14 straight losses going back to
their last win in November 1995.

Australia's bowling attack, having
helped deliver the World Test
Championship title and 50-overs World
Cup this year, will be confident of dis-
missing Pakistan twice on what is expect-
ed to be a quick surface at Perth Stadium.

Captain Pat Cummins named a full-

strength side on Wednesday with the re-
turn of off-spinner Nathan Lyon the only
change from the side which retained the
Ashes in the fifth Test against England in
August. Cummins also announced that
middle order batsman Travis Head, one
of the heroes of Australia's World Cup tri-
umph, would be one of the team's vice
captains alongside Steve Smith. "I just
think the personality that he brings to the
team is something that we all love,"
Cummins told reporters. "He takes the
game on and he enjoys it. He's always got
a smile on his face. He never takes any-
thing too seriously."

Misfiring Indian bowlers in focus
as India seek series-levelling win

New Delhi, Dec 13 (PTI):
One of India's ODI World Cup
heroes, pacer Mohammed Shami
has been recommended for this
year's Arjuna Award by the
country's cricket board (BCCI),
sources said on Wednesday.
The 33-year-old had a spectacu-
lar run in the ODI World Cup,
where India finished second best
losing to Australia in the final.
As per ministry sources, a spe-
cial request was made by the
BCCI to the Sports Ministry to
include Shami's name as origi-
nally he didn't feature in the list
of the country's second-highest
sporting honour. Shami was the
leading wicket-taker in the
World Cup, with 24 wickets to
his name from merely seven out-
ings. After sitting out of the first
four games, Shami shone bright
when given the opportunity,
claiming 24 wickets at an aver-
age of just 5.26.

Dubai, Dec 13 (PTI):

Star India batter
Suryakumar Yadav con-
solidated his position at
the top of the ICC Men's
T20I Batter Rankings
after being rewarded for
his quickfire half-century
against South Africa in
the second T20I in
Gqeberha, South Africa.

The attacking right-
hander gained a total of
10 rating points after
smashing 56 from just 36
deliveries even though
India fell short in the ex-
citing clash by five wick-
ets.

Suryakumar now has a
total of 865 rating points,
which is well clear of his
nearest rivals -- Pakistan's
Mohammad Rizwan (787
rating points) and South
Africa's Aiden Markram
(758) -- with less than six
months out from the start
of the ICC Men's T20
World Cup.

Suryakumar famously
claimed the premier rank-

ing during the most re-
cent edition of the T20
World Cup in Australia to-
wards the end of last year
and, on current form, it
appears the India batter is

likely to hold that position
into next year's tourna-
ment in the West Indies
and USA.

South Africa opener
Reeza Hendricks is one
player to make ground on
Suryakumar after he
moved up one place to
eighth following his in-
nings of 49 against India,
while Tilak Varma (up 10
spots to 55th) and Rinku
Singh (up 46 places to
equal 59th) also gained
places.

With newly-crowned
No.1 T20I bowler Ravi
Bishnoi missing selection
on the tour of South
Africa so far, it has paved
the way for Afghanistan
ace Rashid Khan to join
the India young gun at the
top of the rankings for
T20I bowlers.

Proteas spinner Tabraiz
Shamsi also made some
eye-catching ground by
rising two places to 10th
following an economical
spell of 1/18 in their most
recent contest.

Cheteshwar Pujara
signs up for Sussex for
2024 county season

Kuala Lumpur, Dec 13 (PTI):

Momentum on their side,
a determined India would
look to overcome the mighty
Germany to progress to the
final of the Junior Men's
Hockey World Cup for the
fourth time in the history of
the tournament here on
Thursday.

The Indians produced a
spectacular display of grit
and character to prevail over
the Netherlands, ranked
fourth in the world, in the
quarterfinal on Tuesday
with a thrilling 4-3 win.

Trailing 0-2 at half-time
and 2-3 in the third quarter,
the Indians exhibited im-
mense resilience to beat the
Dutch and set up a last-four
clash against the Germans.

Skipper Uttam Singh led
from the front, scoring the
winner against the
Netherlands three minutes
from the hooter.

Uttam's deputy Araijeet
Singh Hundal too was up to
the task, scoring twice in the
match. India captain Uttam
said they are used to playing

under pressure situations.
"We are now used to play-

ing under pressure. Be it the
Asia Cup final against
Pakistan or the bronze-
medal match in the Sultan of
Johor Cup, we have played
and won under pressure.

"It's something we have
worked on and we have de-
veloped a skill set. It also
helps that five players from
the existing team were part
of the previous Junior
World Cup, so our experi-
ence also comes in handy,"
he said.

The Indians would be
brimming with confidence
following the come-from-be-
hind win but they will have
to a defensive approach and
concentrate more on their
strength, which is attacking
hockey.

Against Netherlands the
other day, the Indians went
on the back foot and were de-
fensive initially, which cost
them dearly but they got
their act together in time
and played attacking hockey
thereafter to secure the
hard-fought win.

New Delhi, Dec 13 (PTI):

Rohit Sharma had no
clue if he would ever get
over the disappointment of
the World Cup final defeat
but the love and under-
standing of fans has now
"motivated" him to make
an earnest shot at another
ultimate glory.

While Rohit didn't men-
tion which ultimate glory
he is talking about but it is
fairly believable now that
he is looking at leading
India in next year's T20
World Cup in the West
Indies and USA.

Rohit, who had a dream
World Cup as a skipper
and batter till the final,
was virtually in tears as
he left the ground and had
gone to England for a
break to just relieve him-
self from the pain.

"I had no idea how to
come back from this for
the first few days. It was
my family, friends that
kept me going. They kept
things light. It wasn't easy
to digest but life moves on
and it wasn't easy to move

on," said Rohit, on his in-
stagram fan page, airing
his sentiments for the first
time since November 19,
when the team lost to
Australia. However, what
Rohit loved was the appre-
ciation and understanding
of the fans of the team's
brilliant show. Their kind
words were part of his
healing process.

Shami in race for
Arjuna Award

Didn’t know how to come back
after loss but now motivated

for ultimate prize: Rohit

Mighty Germany stand in India’s
way in junior hockey WC semis

Suryakumar strengthens top 
position in ICC T20 batter rankings

Pakistan aim for upset against
mighty Australia in Perth

Match starts: 7.50 AM (IST)



New Delhi, Dec 13 (PTI): 

About 8,700 locomotives
have Real Time Train
Information System
(RTIS) that helps in track-
ing the location and speed
of trains, Railway
Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw informed the
Lok Sabha in a written
reply on Wednesday.

The minister's state-
ment suggests that over 60
per cent of train engines
are covered with RTIS
since railway sources say
there are over 14,000 loco-
motives in operation in the
country.

According to the Indian
Railways Year Book 2021-
22, there were a total 13,215
locomotives by March 31,
2022. This number was

12,734 in 2020-21.
Vaishnaw made the

statement while answer-
ing questions raised by
BJP MP Sanjay Jaiswal re-
garding the RTIS project.

Jaiswal wanted to know

if "the Railways has
signed any agreement
with ISRO for a train
tracking system in the
country" and "the number
of locomotives identified
to be fitted with the said
technology and the num-
ber of new locomotives
being manufactured with
the in-built tracking de-
vices."

In response, Vaishnaw
stated that presently, the
RTIS system covers
about 8,700 locomotives
and the manufacturing of
locomotives is an ongo-
ing process.

According to the min-
ister, RTIS is a 'Made-In-
India, edge processing,
IoT (Internet of Things)-
based system that utilis-
es ISRO's Satcom and

Satnav technologies for
automatic train tracking.

"The real-time data of
RTIS helps in tracking the
location and speed of loco-
motives and trains.
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Roadside stalls and vehicles covered in snow after fresh snowfall at Auli, in Chamoli district, Wednesday.

FRESH SNOWFALL

WARM WELCOME

MoS for Defence Ajay Bhatt receives the team of Himalayan Mountaineering Institute that carried out the
expedition ‘Mission Antarctica’, in New Delhi, Wednesday.

Mumbai, Dec 13 (PTI): 

The Bombay High Court
on Wednesday asked the
Election Commission of
India to immediately hold
the bypoll for the Pune
Lok Sabha seat, stressing
that people from the con-
stituency cannot be left
unrepresented for a long
time. A division bench of
Justices Gautam Patel and
Kamal Khata ripped into
the EC's stand on not hold-
ing the elections as it was
busy with other polls, in-
cluding preparation for
the 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tions, calling it "bizarre
and wholly unreasonable".

The Pune Lok Sabha
seat has been vacant since
the death of sitting BJP
Member of Parliament
(MP) Girish Bapat on
March 29 this year.

"In any parliamentary
democracy, governance is
done by elected represen-
tatives who are the voices

of people. If the represen-
tative is no more, another
must be put in place.
People cannot go unrepre-
sented. That is wholly un-
constitutional and is a fun-
damental anathema to our
constitutional structure,"
the court said.

The court passed its
order on a plea filed by
Pune resident Sughosh
Joshi against a certificate
issued by the EC to not
hold the bye election to the
constituency.

The EC had said it
would not be holding the
bypoll on two grounds one
that it was busy with other
polls including the
preparatory activities for
the 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tions and second that even
if the Pune bypoll was
held the elected represen-
tative would get a very
short tenure.

The bench, however, re-
fused to accept these
grounds and said both are

not valid concerns. They
are, in fact, an "abdication"
of constitutional duties
and obligations which can-
not be accepted, it said.

"The ECI is not only
vested but charged with
the duty and obligation to
hold elections and see to it
that any vacancy is filled
in. The ECI cannot let a
constituency remain un-
represented. Voters can-
not be denied this right,"
the court said.

It noted that the term of
the Lok Sabha ends in
June 2024 while the Pune
constituency seat has been
lying vacant since March
this year. "The ground that
the entire machinery of
the ECI was busy with the
preparatory activities for
the 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tions borders on the
bizarre," the court said.

The court said these are
not genuine difficulties ex-
pressed by the ECI to not
hold the Pune bye election

and hence they are wholly
unacceptable.

"No amount of incon-
venience can undermine
the statutory and constitu-
tional obligations and du-
ties cast upon the ECI.
This is something un-
thinkable and would
amount to sabotaging the
constitutional frame-
work," the court said in its
order.

The court noted that the
poll body's powers and di-
rections are not exempt
from judicial review, espe-
cially when the same af-
fects public law and inter-
est. Allowing the petition,
the bench quashed the
EC's certificate and direct-
ed it to hold the Pune by-
poll immediately.

Joshi's advocate Dayaar
Singla welcomed the order
and said this would not
only pave the way for the
bypoll but also crystallise
the right of the electorate
to be represented.

‘Hold Pune LS bypoll immediately’
Terms its stand on issue bizarre, unreasonable

HC TO EC

Mumbai, Dec 13: 

Defence Minister of
India Shri Rajnath Singh
was the Chief Guest and
Chief Minister of
Maharashtra  Eknath
Shinde was the Guest of
Honour at the 6th Edition
of The CSR Journal
Excellence Awards 2023.
The awards ceremony was
hosted on the 9th
December, 2023, at The
Bombay Stock Exchange
(BSE), Dalal Street,
Mumbai. As it has been
since the very inception,
this year also, the theme
for our awards was ‘India
First’ with a focus on
Youth Empowerment.

Addressing a gathering
of over 600 citizens includ-
ing senior bureaucrats,
public representatives, so-
cial activists, youth lead-
ers, artists, members of
India Inc. and meritorious

students representing the
future of our nation at the
6th edition of The CSR
Journal Excellence
Awards, the Hon’ble
Defence Minister of India
Shri Rajnath Singh ex-
pressed, “India has had a
tradition of social welfare
and philanthropy since an-
cient times of the sages.
India is a country where if
you face any kind of prob-
lem or unfortunate inci-
dent, your neighbors will

be the first to come and
support you voluntarily.
Even strangers come for-
ward to rescue road acci-
dent victims and take
them to the hospital. This
shared humanity makes
us treat everyone as our
own and we follow
‘ V a s u d h a i v a
Kutumbakam’ where we
consider people across the
world as our family. The
CSR Journal since its very
inception in 2014 has been

a source of inspiration and
information for a lot of
people, encouraging them
to come forward and work
for social upliftment. It is
very important to recog-
nise those people who are
contributing for the better-
ment of the society and
The CSR Journal deserves
mention for that.”
Addressing the audience,
Chief Minister of
Maharashtra Eknath
Shinde said, “In our coun-
try, there is an ancient tra-
dition of charity and re-
sponsibility towards the
society. Even today, when
we donate something for
charity, it is done without
any publicity. Programmes
like this are necessary to
encourage more people to
come forward for social
welfare and The CSR
Journal Excellence
Awards is doing this work
very sincerely.

Rajnath presents CSR Journal Excellence Awards 2023

New Delhi, Dec 13 (PTI):
Any operator found over-
charging for Aadhaar
services is suspended and
the registrar who appoint-
ed him faces a penalty of
Rs 50,000, Parliament was
informed on Wednesday.

"Unique Identification
Authority of India
(UIDAI) has placed an obli-
gation on all Aadhaar op-
erators not to overcharge
for Aadhaar services in-
cluding update of biomet-
ric and demographic de-
tails," Minister of State for
Electronics and IT Rajeev
Chandrasekhar in a writ-
ten reply to the Lok Sabha
said. "However, if any re-
port on overcharging is re-
ceived, the same is en-
quired and if established,
a financial penalty of Rs
50,000 is imposed on the

enrolment registrar con-
cerned and the operator is
s u s p e n d e d , "
Chandrasekhar said. He
said persons can lodge
their grievances with
UIDAI through email or
call to the toll free number
1947. The minister said the
enrolment and update of
information of an
Aadhaar number is done
through a network of reg-
istrars and enrolment
agencies, which are de-
partments of the central
government and state gov-
ernments, public sector
companies, scheduled
banks and regulated enti-
ties, including CSC e-
Governance Services
India Ltd and other special
purpose vehicles created
by the central government
or state governments.

'UIDAI imposes Rs 50,000 
penalty for overcharging Aadhaar

services, suspends operator'

Kendrapara (Odisha),
Dec 13 (PTI): Ahead of
the annual mass nesting of
endangered Olive Ridley
sea turtles, pairs of these
delicate marine creatures
have begun emerging on
the swirling sea waters off
Odisha coast, officials said
on Wednesday.

Forest personnel on pa-
trolling duties have sight-
ed pairs of mating turtles.
It's a prelude to the mass
nesting of turtles which
generally occurs between
February and March
every year. For undis-
turbed breeding of the
aquatic animals, prohibi-
tion on sea fishing contin-
ues to remain in force in
the marine sanctuary, offi-
cials said. As many as
11.49 lakh female turtles

had laid millions of eggs
along the nesting beaches
in Odisha this year.

Gahirmatha beach, off
the Bay of Bengal coast, is
incidentally acclaimed as
the world's largest-known
nesting ground of these
animals. Apart from
Gahirmatha, these threat-
ened aquatic animals turn

up at Rushikulya river
mouth and Devi river
mouth for mass nesting.

On the serene surface of
sea waters, the turtle sur-
veying teams spotted hun-
dreds of mating pairs
along the Gahirmatha
coast. Fishing prohibition
is presently clamped in
Gahirmatha zone to en-

sure disturbance-free mat-
ing of the marine animals.
After the end of the mat-
ing season, most of the
male turtles usually re-
turn leaving behind the fe-
male turtles to lay their
eggs, said Gahirmatha for-
est range officer Manas
Dash. The female turtles
virtually invade the nest-
ing beaches usually at the
dead of the night for lay-
ing eggs, the phenomenon
otherwise described as ar-
ribada'. After laying eggs,
the turtles leave the nest-
ing ground and head for
the sea. Hatchlings emerge
from these eggs after 45-60
days. It is a rare natural
phenomenon where the
babies grow without their
mother, added the forest of-
ficer.

Swirling seawater plays host to pairs 
of mating Olive Ridley turtles

‘Tracking system RTIS covers
8,700 train engines at present’

Ashwini Vaishnaw 

New Delhi, Dec 13 (PTI): 

The Delhi High Court
Wednesday observed
"surrogacy industry"
should not be encour-
aged in India, where if
left unchecked, it may
grow into a billion dollar
business.

The court made the ob-
servation while hearing
a plea by an Indian ori-
gin couple living in
Canada challenging the
March 14 notification is-
sued by the Centre
amending the Surrogacy
(Regulation) Act to ban
donor surrogacy by al-
tering Form 2 under
Rule 7 of the Surrogacy
Rules, 2022. A bench of

Acting Chief Justice
Manmohan and Justice
Mini Pushkarna said the
changes in surrogacy
rules happened at the in-
stance of the courts.

"Why should the court
get into all this now?
This industry (surroga-
cy) need not be encour-
aged here. You are based
in Canada. You cannot
run an industry here.
This will become a bil-
lion dollars industry.
This is not a case where
we should be asking the
government to do any-
thing," the bench said.

It listed the matter for
further hearing on
January 15, 2024, when
similar other petitions

will also be heard.
The Delhi government

was represented through
standing counsel
Santosh Kumar
Tripathi.

The petitioners said
they are Indian nation-
als who got legally mar-
ried according to Hindu
rites and ceremonies,
and are permanent resi-
dents of India.

They said they are a
childless couple and
have a medical condition
that necessitated gesta-
tional surrogacy
through which they in-
tended to become par-
ents. The plea said the
couple requested for sur-
rogacy with oocyte dona-

tion where embryos
were to be transferred
into the uterus of the
surrogate mother. The
embryos were to be cre-
ated from donor oocytes
and sperm of the hus-
band.

It said the couple was
granted certificate of
medical indication for
surrogacy with donor
oocyte in December 2022,
stating that they can un-
dergo a surrogacy proce-
dure as an advanced
treatment for infertility.

However, on March 14,
2023, the Centre issued a
notification amending
the surrogacy regula-
tions and banning donor
surrogacy.

HC OBSERVATION

‘Surrogacy ‘industry’ shouldn’t 
be encouraged in India’

Hyderabad, Dec 13
(PTI): Ruling
Congress MLA
Gaddam Prasad

Kumar filed the nomina-
tion for the Telangana
Legislative Assembly
Speaker post on
Wednesday.

Prasad Kumar's election
to the post is a foregone
conclusion. Except the
BJP, all other parties in
the Assembly, including
BRS, AIMIM and CPI, sup-
ported his candidature.

Chief Minister A
Revanth Reddy, his cabinet
colleagues, BRS Working
President K T Rama Rao,
AIMIM MLAs and the lone
CPI MLA Kunamneni
Sambasiva Rao were pres-
ent when the nomination
was submitted to the
Legislature Secretary.

The Legislature
Secretary had earlier in-

formed that the nomina-
tions would be accepted
between 10.30 AM to 5 PM
on Wednesday, while the
election would take place
on Thursday.

Prasad Kumar, MLA
from Vicarabad (SC), had
served as a minister dur-
ing the Congress regime
in undivided Andhra
Pradesh. AIMIM MLA
Akbaruddin Owaisi, who
was appointed as the Pro
Tem Speaker, adminis-
tered the oath of office to
the newly-elected MLAs
on December 9.

The BJP MLAs, howev-
er, stayed away from the
House, alleging that
Owaisi was appointed in
violation of rules.

T'
GA

N
A Cong MLA Prasad

Kumar files nomination 
 For Assembly

Speaker's post
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