
Mishap
SSrriinnaaggaarr:: A cab taking a
group of persons from
Srinagar to Kargil fell
from a mountain highway
in the Ganderbal district
of Jammu and Kashmir on
Thursday, killing five per-
sons, officials said. The
accident took place in the
Sonamarg area where the
passenger cab skidded off
the mountainous Zojila
Pass road on the Srinagar-
Leh highway due to slip-
pery road conditions
caused by recent snowfall,
the officials said.

UGC guidelines 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The University
Grants Commission (UGC)
has approved guidelines for
introducing short-term
industry-relevant certifi-
cate courses with up to 30
credits in the higher educa-
tional institutes to bridge
the skill gap and boost pro-
ductivity of students at the
workplace, officials said on
Thursday. The "guidelines
for the introduction of
short-term skill develop-
ment courses in higher
educational institutes
(HEIs)" were approved dur-
ing a meeting held by the
UGC on Thursday.

CBI arrest
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The CBI has
arrested an official of
Military Engineer Services
(MES) for allegedly taking
a bribe of Rs 1.10 lakh to
clear pending bills, officials
said Thursday. Assistant
Garrison Engineer
(Contract) Narender Kumar
Rai, who was posted in the
Office of Garrision
Engineer, MES in
Rajasthan's Kota, was
booked on a complaint that
he had allegedly demanded
1.60 lakh for passing the
pending bills and extension
of earlier tenders.

Dismiss
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The Supreme
Court on Thursday dis-
missed an application
seeking enforcement of
the 2020 guidelines
issued by it on state-
imposed internet shut-
downs. A bench of
Justices BR Gavai,
Dipankar Datta and
Aravind Kumar said the
petitioner had other
remedies available for
enforcement of the
guidelines.

Bail denied
PPuunnee::  A Pune court on
Thursday denied bail to
DRDO scientist Pradeep
Kurulkar, who was arrest-
ed in May this year for
allegedly leaking confi-
dential information to a
Pakistani intelligence
operative. District and
Sessions Judge V R
Kachare denied bail stat-
ing there was a prima
facie case against the
accused and the offence
was a serious one. He
also said some data needs
to be recovered.
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PM Modi receives a badge from
Secretary, Kendriya Sainik Board

Commodore HP Singh on the 
occasion of Armed Forces Flag Day,

in New Delhi, Thursday. 
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New Delhi, Dec 07 (PTI): 

The BJP is likely to name
central observers for elect-
ing the leaders of its legisla-
ture parties in Madhya
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and
Rajasthan on Friday amid
indications that new chief
ministers may be named
over the weekend.

A senior party leader
said the observers for all
the three states are expect-
ed to be named on Friday.
They will then travel to the
respective stateto oversee
the meetings of newly elect-
ed MLAs where the future
chief ministers will be
named. The observers are
likely to oversee meetings
of the newly elected MLAs
in the three states, where
they will pick their leaders.
Many within the BJP see

the massive mandate it has
got in the three states as a
strong statement of wider
popular support for its poli-
cies and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's leader-
ship.

He said no decision has
been taken yet on the choic-
es of the chief minister and
the party will keep in mind
social, regional, gover-
nance and organisational
interests in picking the
three CMs. Leaders from
three states have been meet-
ing the top party brass, in-
cluding Home Minister
Amit Shah and party presi-
dent J P Nadda, but sources
played down their signifi-
cance, saying such meet-
ings are routine.

"So many state leaders
have been meeting our na-
tional leadership. There

can be only three chief min-
isters. One should not be
reading too much into it," a
source said, noting that
many of the probables in-
clude MPs who have re-
signed from Parliament and
are meeting national lead-
ers as courtesy.

Union minister
Narendra Singh Tomar, a
seasoned BJP leader from
Madhya Pradesh, and Baba
Balaknath, who is from
Rajasthan, met Shah on
Thursday. Both quit Lok
Sabha after becoming mem-
bers of assemblies of their
states.

Former Rajasthan chief
minister Vasundhara Raje,
whose meeting with many
newly-elected MLAs have
raised a few eyebrows, is
also in the national capital.
She may also meet senior

party leaders, sources said.
Tomar and Union minis-

ter Prahlad Singh Patel,
who comes from politically
significant Other Backward
Classes, are seen as possible
chief ministerial choices in
Madhya Pradesh along
with the incumbent Shivraj
Singh Chouhan. Patel and
Tomar are among 12 BJP
MPs who have been elected
to three state assemblies
and have quit their parlia-
mentary memberships.

Chhattisgarh BJP presi-
dent Arun Sao, an OBC,
Union minister Gomati Sai
and Lata Usendi, both of
whom come from
Scheduled Tribes, are seen
as serious contenders for
the top seat in the state due
to their social background,
image and relatively young
profile.

New Delhi, Dec 07 (PTI) 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Thursday cited poll data
for assembly elections
over the decades to assert
that the BJP has become
people's most preferred
choice for governance as
its record of retaining
power is better than the
Congress and other par-
ties.

Speaking at the BJP
Parliamentary Party meet-
ing, he said not any leader
but "team spirit" should be
credited for the party's big
win in the recent assembly
polls, noting that besides
winning in three states,
the party's strength has
also grown in Telangana
and Mizoram, sources
said. The prime minister
also asked party leaders to
use the language preferred
by the masses in their in-
teraction with them.
While giving an example,
he said they should use

"Modi ki guarantee" in-
stead of "Modi ji ki guar-
antee". Quoting Modi,
Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Pralhad Joshi
told reporters that the
Congress faced assembly
polls 40 times while in
power in those states and
could win only seven of
them, having a dismal suc-
cess rate of 18 per cent.

The corresponding fig-
ures for the BJP are 22 out

of 39 times, a success rate
of 56 per cent, Modi noted.

Regional parties have
fared better than the
Congress but not the BJP
as they won 18 of 36 times
when in power, notching
up a success rate of 50 per
cent. It shows that the BJP
is the most preferred party
for running the govern-
ment, he said.

In the case of a party in
power in a state for two

terms facing assembly
elections, the Congress'
success rate is only 14 per
cent compared to the BJP's
59 per cent, he added.

The prime minister reit-
erated that the four
biggest "castes" for him
are the poor, youth,
women and farmers, and
party leaders should work
for their development. He
asked MPs to participate
in "Viksit Bharat Sankalp
Yatra", a government exer-
cise aimed at saturation
coverage of various wel-
fare schemes.

Prime Minister Modi
later wrote on X, "Earlier
today, attended the BJP
Parliamentary Party meet-
ing. Our party karyakar-
tas are buoyed by the
party's performance in the
recent Assembly elections
and are looking forward to
working even harder in
the times to come, spread-
ing the message of devel-
opment among people of
all walks of life".

New Delhi, Dec 07 (PTI) 

The Centre on Thursday
banned the use of 'suga-
cane juice and sugar
syrup' for ethanol produc-
tion in the 2023-24 supply
year that started this
month, in order to main-
tain adequate sugar avail-
ability for domestic con-
sumption and to keep
prices under check.

However, the govern-
ment has allowed use of 'B-
molasses' for ethanol pro-
duction in 2023-24, a move
which sugar industry bod-
ies welcomed.

In a letter issued to all
sugar mills and distillers,
the Food Ministry directed
them "not to use sugarcane
juice /sugar syrup" for
ethanol production during
the 2023-24 ethanol supply
year (December-

November). The directive
was issued as per clause 4
and 5 of the Sugar
(Control) Order 1966.

"Supply of ethanol from
existing offers received by
Oil Marketing Companies
(OMCs) from B-Heavy mo-
lasses will continue," Food
ministry said in the letter.

The decision by the min-
istry comes in the back-
drop of estimated fall in
sugar production in 2023-
24 marketing year
(October-September).

Welcoming the move,
the National Federation of
Cooperative Sugar
Factories (NFCSF)
Managing Director Pakash
P Naiknavare said, "There
is huge stock of ethanol
made from B-molasses
lying in the country apart
from contracted quanti-
ties. The letter resolves the
industry's concern."

However, there are some

ambiguity in the letter that
states supply of ethanol
from "existing offers" re-
ceived by OMCs from B-
Heavy molasses will con-
tinue. "Will it be with-
drawn after the existing
tender is over? There is no
clarity," he told PTI.

Also, some units have
been built for making
ethanol from sugarcane
juice and sugar syrup
alone. These units will be-
come sick if they remain
unoperational, he added.

All India Sugar Trade
Association (AISTA)
Chaiman Praful Vithalani
said, "As per the order, B-
molasses production shall
continue against existing
offer but it is not clear if it
will continue for next B-mo-
lasses tender." He also said
the OMCs may not come
with new tender for B-mo-
lasses ethanol till sugar sit-
uation is clear.

Hyderabad, Dec 07 (PTI) 

Congress legislature
party leader A Revanth
Reddy was on Thursday
sworn in as Chief Minister
of Telangana at a glittering
ceremony here which was
attended by top Congress
leaders, including Sonia
Gandhi and Mallikarjun
Kharge.

Governor Tamilisai
Soundararajan adminis-
tered the oath of office and
secrecy to Revanth Reddy
and the ministers at L B
Stadium here. Besides
Revanth Reddy, Mallu Bhatti
Vikramarka (Deputy Chief

Minister), N Uttam Kumar
Reddy, Komatireddy
Venkata Reddy, C Damodar
Rajanarasimha, D Sridhar
Babu, Ponguleti Srinivas
Reddy, Ponnam Prabhakar,
Konda Surekha, D Anasuya

(popularly known as
Seethakka), Tummala
Nageswara Rao and Jupally
Krishna Rao took oath as
ministers. Senior Congress
leaders Rahul Gandhi and
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra,

Karnataka CM
Siddaramaiah, his deputy D
K Shivakumar, and
Himachal Pradesh Chief
Minister Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu also attended the cer-
emony. After taking oath as
chief minister, Revanth
Reddy signed two files.

They include one per-
taining to implementation
of six poll 'guarantees' of
Congress and another pro-
viding a job to a disabled
woman as per a promise
made to her by Revanth
Reddy in the past.

Revanth Reddy, along
with his wife, took the
blessings of Sonia Gandhi
during the event. Sonia
Gandhi hugged Seethakka
and Surekha who went to
her after taking oath as
ministers.

Jaipur, Dec 07 (PTI) 

Amid suspense over
whom the BJP will pick
for the chief minister's
post in Rajasthan, a visit
by five BJP MLAs to a re-
sort on the outskirts of the
city created a buzz.

The father of MLA Lalit
Meena claimed the newly
elected legislator from
Kishanganj had been con-
fined there by the other
four. After his father in-
formed the party office,
Meena was brought there
on Wednesday morning.

It was not immediately

clear whether the other
four stayed back at the re-
sort on Sikar Road.

Meena, however, refused
to elaborate on the inci-
dent, which is seen as as
attempt at 'badabandi' --
holing up elected leaders
in resorts as a show of
strength. The Kishanganj
MLA's father Hemraj
Meena claimed his son
was called by another leg-
islator, Kanwar Lal
Meena, to the resort for a
meeting and was not al-
lowed to leave. Lalit Meena
then informed his father
about the situation.

Bijnor (UP), Dec 07 (PTI) 

Film and TV serial actor
Bhupinder Singh and his
three aides have been arrest-
ed for allegedly firing at his
neighbours, leading to the
death of one and injuries to
two others, police said on
Thursday. Three policemen
have been suspended over al-
leged negligence in the mat-
ter, they said. The incident
took place in Kuakheda vil-
lage of the Badhapur area
here on Sunday when the
actor had an altercation with
his neighbour Gurdeep, a
farmer, over the felling of a
tree on his farm, ASP
Dharam Singh Marchal said.

As the argument escalated,
Singh pulled out his licensed
revolver and allegedly shot
Gurdeep, his sons Govind
and Amrik, Marchal said.

Govind (23) died on the
spot, while the two others
were seriously injured and
admitted to the district hos-
pital, he added.

New Delhi, Dec 07 (PTI) 

The Indian ambassador
to Qatar met on December 3
eight former Indian Navy
personnel who were hand-
ed death sentence by a
Qatari court in October, the
Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) said on
Thursday. MEA spokesper-

son Arindam Bagchi said
two hearings on the appeal
against the death sentence
have already taken place.

"We are closely following
the matter and extending
all legal and consular assis-
tance...Our ambassador got
consular access to meet all
eight of them in prison on
December 3," Bagchi said at

a media briefing. The
Indian nationals were given
consular access earlier as
well. The Navy veterans
were on October 26 given
death sentence by Qatar's
Court of First Instance.
India described the ruling
as "deeply" shocking and
vowed to explore all legal
options in the case.

Thiruvananthapuram, Dec 07 (PTI): 

A government post
graduate doctor was ar-
rested here on Thursday
for allegedly abetting the
suicide of his woman col-
league after backing out
from their marriage pro-
posal due to dowry.

The Medical college po-
lice here picked up R E
Ruwais from his home in
Karunagappally early
today and later recorded
his arrest following a de-
tailed interrogation.

In the wake of the devel-
opments, he was suspend-
ed by the medical college
principal, state health
minister Veena George's
office said. This is a "seri-

ous issue" that cannot be
accepted at any cost, the
minister said in a state-
ment today.

A post graduate student
in the ortho department of
the Government Medical
College here, Ruwais was
apprehended two days

after Dr Shahana, his col-
lege mate and friend was
found dead in an apart-
ment in the state capital.

The 26-year-old medico
was found unconscious in
her apartment and later
declared brought dead at
the hospital on Tuesday.

ISRO lines up an 
LVM3, 6 PSLV, 3 GSLV

launches in 2024
New Delhi, Dec 07 (PTI) 
ISRO has lined up six missions of
PSLV, three GSLV launches and one
commercial mission of Launch
Vehicle Mark-3 in 2024, the govern-
ment informed the Rajya Sabha on
Thursday. In a written reply to a
question, Minister of State in the
PMO Jitendra Singh said the Indian
Space Research Organisation
(ISRO) will also launch a technolo-
gy demonstration satellite on the
third development flight of its
newest launch vehicle SSLV.

BJP to name central observers
today for picking new CMs

‘Indian envoy met ex-Navy
men on death row in Qatar’

Call me Modi, not Modi ji, PM tells BJP lawmakers

PM Modi greets the gathering after his felicitation during the BJP
Parliamentary Party.

Govt bans use of sugarcane
juice/sugar syrup

For ethanol making

PRESSURE TACTICS

Raje’s son behind locking
up MLA in resort, alleged

father of BJP MLA

MAGH MELA PREPARATIONS

Administrative officers with Sadhus perform ritual during 'Ganga Pujan' ahead of the
Magh Mela 2024, at Sangam, in Prayagraj, Thursday.

TV actor Bhupinder Singh
arrested for shooting

dead neighbour

Medico held after fiance kills
self over dowry demand

According to local media reports, Dr Shahana's family comprised
her mother and two siblings. Her father, who worked in the Gulf,
died two years back. She was in a relationship with Dr EA Ruwais
and the two decided to marry. Dr Shahana's family has alleged
that Dr Ruwais' family demanded 150 gold sovereigns, 15 acres of
land and a BMW car in dowry. When Dr Shahana's family said they
cannot meet the demand, her boyfriend's family called off the
wedding, Mathrubhumi reported. This left the young doctor very
upset, and she died by suicide, local residents have alleged. A sui-
cide note found at her apartment read, "Everyone wants money
only", it is learnt.

‘Her wedding cancelled over BMW, gold demand’

Revanth Reddy sworn in as T’gana CM
Sonia, Kharge,
Rahul, Priyanka
attend the event

Newly sworn-in Telangana CM A Revanth Reddy with Congress
President Mallikarjun Kharge and party leaders Sonia Gandhi,
Priyanka Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi and others during his oath taking
ceremony, in Hyderabad, Thursday. 



Urmila Gupta

Bhilai: Urmila Gupta,
wife of Late Shiv Prasad
Gupta left for heavenly
abode at the age of 80
years. Funeral proces-
sion will be taken out
from her residence situ-
ated at Hardware Line,
Supela on December 08
around 13:00 hrs and last
rites of the mortal re-
mains will be performed
at Ramnagar
Muktidham. She was
the mother of Subhash
Gupta, Akhilesh Gupta
and Pawan Gupta.

OBITUARY

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 07: SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant's
Jawahar Lal Nehru
Hospital & Research
Centre, organised a one-
day CPR Awareness &
Training Program on
December 06, 2023, under
the guidance of Dr
Ravindranath M CMO I/c
(M&HS). Dr Pramod
Binayake, Dr Vineeta
Dwivedi, and Dr
Kaushalendra Thakur,
Chief Medical Officers of
BSP's Medical and Health
Services Department were
also present on this occa-
sion.

As a part of the
National Board of
Examinations' (NBE) na-
tionwide comprehensive
CPR Awareness Program,

to equip people with the
life-saving skills needed to
respond to cardiac emer-
gencies, a mass training
session was held at the
Hospital Conference Hall,
wherein over a hundred
participants received
hands-on instruction on
CPR techniques.

The participants includ-

ed Attendant Staff,
Security staff, Ambulance
drivers, Nursing Staff,
para-medical staff, DNB
Residents, and Medical of-
ficers. During the presen-
tation relayed by NBE,
various aspects of CPR
were explained by experts
from Sri Gangaram
Hospital, New Delhi.

Following the presenta-
tion, experts from
JLNH&RC including, Dr
Tanuja Anand, Dr Jayita
Sarkar, and Dr Amit
Agrawal demonstrated the
process of CPR and pro-
vided hands-on training to
the participants on man-
nequins under their super-
vision. The participants
were taught to recognize
the signs of heart attack,
the technique of chest
compressions, providing
rescue breaths, and the
procedure of operating the
automated external defib-
rillators (AED).

This nationwide initia-
tive by NBE, in collabora-
tion with leading health-
care institutions, under-
scores NBE's commitment
to promoting public health
and safety across India.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 07: Police ar-
rested a 20-year-old youth
on charges of abducting
and raping a minor girl.
The victim was rescued
from Banaras (Uttar
Pradesh). Under the
Operation Muskaan,
Supela Police has so far
rescued / recovered a total
of 24 kidnapped children.

It needs to be mentioned
here that on December 04,
2023, a resident of Supela
area reached the police
station and lodged a report
that his minor daughter,
aged 13 years, had been
kidnapped by an unknown
accused. Based on the
complaint, an FIR on
charges of kidnapping
was lodged and investiga-
tions were launched.

On the instructions of

Senior Superintendent of
Police (Durg) Ram Gopal
Garg and under the guid-
ance of Additional
Superintendent of Police
(City) Abhishek Jha and
City Superintendent of
Police Vishwa Deepak
Tripathi, the District
Police is conducting
"Operation Muskaan" for
rescuing and searching the
missing / kidnapped juve-
niles.

Police collected informa-
tion about the suspects and
discovered that a youth
has kidnapped the girl and
taken her to Banaras
(Uttar Pradesh). After con-
firming the information, a
team of Supela Police
Station moved to Banaras
(Uttar Pradesh).

The team of Supela
Police travelled continu-
ously for 48 hours and res-

cued the girl safely from
Banaras (Uttar Pradesh).
The accused was also ar-
rested from Banaras (Uttar
Pradesh). During interro-
gation, the victim girl dis-
closed that the accused
Shivam Chauhan alias

Bitthu had lured her to flee
with him on the promise of
marriage. He forcibly
raped her after abduction.

On the basis of the vic-
tim's statement, Sections of
IPC and POCSO Act were
added in the case. The ac-

cused also confessed to his
crime. The accused
Shivam Chauhan alias
Bitthu (20) son of Vinod
Chauhan a resident of
Laxmi Nagar, Supela, was
arrested under sections
363, 366, 376 IPC and 4, 6
POCSO Act.

He was produced before
the court and has been
sent to the jail on judicial
remand. The accused is a
habitual criminal and
many cases have been reg-
istered against him in the
past also. SHO Supela
Inspector Durgesh Kumar
Sharma, ASI Neel Kusum
Bhadauria, Khushboo
Verma, Head Constable
Santosh Raj, Constable
Vikas Tiwari, Vivek Singh
and Deepti Chandrakar
played a vital role in ar-
resting the accused and
rescuing the victim.

Chhattisgarhi film
Guiya releases today

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  0077::  Chhattisgarhi film
Guiya of N Mahi Film Production is
releasing on December 08. This
movie is directed by Manish
Manikpuri. It will be screened at
Chandra Talkies, PVR Surya Mall,
Mukta A-2 Cinema Bhilai 3, Apsara
Talkies of Durg and K Sera
SeraMiniplex Durg.  Producer
Mohit Sahu said that the melodious
songs will directly reach the hearts
of the listeners. Chhattisgarhi
music lovers are going crazy and
are making reels on the songs. The
movie has become a hot topic of
discussion due to its music and the
actor Amlesh Nagesh. YouTube star

Amlesh Nagesh and Chollywood
actress Hema Shukla are in the
lead roles. Amlesh Nagesh will be
seen performing action scenes for
the first time. Famous Chhollywood
villain Pushpendra Singh, Kranti
Dixit as well as actors like Dr Ajay
Sahay, Bollywood actor Puran Kiri,
Divya Nagdeve, Sangeeta Nishad,
Neeraj Uike are the part of this
movie. Rajat Singh Rajput has done
amazing work on camera; lyricists
are Naval Das Manikpuri and Omi
Stylo; Naval Das Manikpuri has
given music and Gaurang Trivedi
has done the editing part. Neeraj
Verma has taken care of the
recording while Tarun Soni is the
distributor.

Illegal eateries near liquor shops demolished

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 07: The illegal
eateries (chakhna centres)
being operated near the
liquor shops are being de-
molished by the district ad-
ministration and police.
These chakhna centres
were allegedly run under
political patronage.

These shops make a good
profit by selling snacks, dis-
posable glasses, water
pouches, etc to the boozers.
After the change of rule in
the state, the administra-
tion is bulldozing all these
illegal chakhna centres.

Under the direction of

District Collector and SSP,
the team led by Bhilai
Municipal Corporation
Commissioner and
Additional Superinten-
dent of Police (City) and
CSPs of Durg, Bhilai and
Chhawani carried out the
drive against the chakhna
centres. The enforcement
squad of Bhilai Municipal
Corporation and Police
team bulldozed the illegal
chakhna centres even dur-
ing the rains.

The team of Municipal
Corporation and Police vis-
ited the liquor shops at
Potiya Chowk, Mahmara
Road, Naya Para Road and

other places and bulldozed
the chakhnacenters. Illegal
chakhnacenters operating
near liquor shops in the
city were also demolished.
The drive commenced at
18:00 hrs. The chakhna cen-
tres at Umda in Bhilai 3,
Nehru Nagar in Bhilai,
Country Liquor shop in
Junwani and other places
were bulldozed.

The cops stated that these
illegal ChakhnaCenters op-
erating near public places
in the city were spoiling the
atmosphere as these cen-
tres allowed the gathering
of anti-social elements for
the entire day till late

night. With the removal of
all these chakhnacenters
from the city, boozing in
the open and hooliganism
will be curbed. Action will
be taken against illegal
chakhnacenters in all
places other than the
Municipal Corporation
area.

On Thursday, the joint
team targeted the chakhna-
center built near the liquor
shop located in Jawahar
Nagar, Kurud and
Khursipar. The shops were
demolished and banned
water pouches and other
materials were destroyed.
Many illegal chakhna cen-

tres were being run in tents
made of bamboo sticks and
kiosks of tin sheds.

Strict action is being
taken against the people
who operate these illegal
chakhna centres. During
the demolition drive,
banned water pouches, dis-
posable glasses and non-
standard food items were
also seized in large quanti-
ties from the shops.

+In the last two days, the
BMC team demolished the
chakhnacenters located
around the liquor shop of
Nehru Nagar Battalion,
Junwani, Gada Chowk
Supela, Civic Centre,

Jawahar Nagar, Kurud,
Khursipar, Nandani Road
and Maurya Talkies.

A d d i t i o n a l
Commissioner Ashok
Dwivedi, Assistant Revenue
Officer Balkrishna Naidu,
JP Tiwari, Zone Health
Officer Anil Mishra,
Revenue Department offi-
cials Sunil Nemade, Rajesh
Gupta, Mangal Jangde,
Kanhaiya Yadav, Gaukaran,
Khem Lal, Chaitu along
with the demolition squad
members Vishnu Soni, Man
Singh, Amar Yadav, Raja,
Anjani Singh, RK Tiwari,
Rohit Yadav and Virendra
Banjare were present.
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Youth arrested for abducting and raping minor girlDIYA organises youth awareness camp
Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  0077::  The
Chhattisgarh unit of Divya
Bharat Yuva Sangh (DIYA), the
youth wing of All World
Gayatri Pariwar, organised a
one-day district level Youth
Awareness Camp in Nuapada,
Odisha. The event com-
menced with lamp lighting
and Pragya Geet. In the first
part of the camp, Engineer
Yugal Kishor, while explaining
the purpose and nature of
Yuva Jagrati Abhiyan, de-
scribed Divine Workshop as
the best medium to bring
Vichar Kranti Abhiyan to the
youth in schools and colleges. 

He called for making one-
self an expert in any one sub-
ject and conveying Gurudev's
thoughts to the youth. In the
second part of the camp, DIYA
CG State Coordinator Dr PL
Sao explained what should be

the image of the ideal youth of
Yuva Jagrati Abhiyan. He in-
spired the youth to set an ex-
ample by developing a strong
personality through Sadhna,
Swadhyaya, Sanyam and
Sewa.

In the third part of the
camp, Dr Yogendra Kumar ex-
plained the responsibility of
the youth in the Youth
Awakening Campaign and ex-
plained in detail the seven

movements given by
Gurudev. He ex-
plained the ways of
taking spiritual prac-
tice, education, self-
study, self-reliance,
e n v i r o n m e n t ,
women's awareness
and de-addiction
movement to the
youth in an emotion-
al, scientific and ex-
perimental manner. 

Saurabh Kant Sahu
conducted the program.
Shailesh Agrawal, Vyas
Narayan Ahir and other mem-
bers of Gayatri Pariwar ex-
tended support in making the
camp successful. More than
200 youth participated in the
camp. At the end of the camp,
everyone was made to fill the
pledge forms for freedom from
addiction. The youth gave their
names for active participation
in different movements.

Pharmacy Week celebrated at Shri Rawatpura
Sarkar Institute of Pharmacy Kumhari

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 07: Like
every year, National
Pharmacy Week is being
celebrated this time too
at Shri Rawatpura
Sarkar Institute of
Pharmacy. The theme
this time has been "Join
Pharmacists to ensure
patient safety". The pro-
gram was run from
December 05 to 07.

During the week differ-
ent activities were organ-
ized on different days like
selfie stand competition,
nutritious food festival,
expert scientific sessions
and health awareness
camps. Pharmacy stu-
dents participated enthu-
siastically in the pro-
grammes.

In the selfie stand com-

petition, Jharna & Group
(B Pharm) 1st Sem stood
first, runner up was
(B.Pharm.) 3rd Sem and
third position was held
by Badal & Group (B.
Pharm.) 7th Sem. The
program started with the
worship of Goddess
Saraswati, the goddess of

knowledge, and the phar-
macy oath was also
taken.

On the occasion of
62nd National Pharmacy
Week celebrations,
keynote speaker was
Anish Voditelwar,
Manager (Sales &
Marketing), Pradhan

Mantri Bharatiya Jan
AushadhiPariyojana
(PMBJP) &
Pharmaceuticals and
Medical Devices Bureau
of India (PMBI), who
shared important infor-
mation related to phar-
macy and his experience
about Jan Aushadhi
among the students.

This program was con-
ducted under the leader-
ship of Kumhari Campus
Director Dr Preeti
Gurnani and Pharmacy
Principal Dr Alankar
Srivastava and
Pharmacy Kumhari staff
Aanchal Verma, Aastha
Verma, Preeti
Chandrakar, Rohini
Armo, Hemkanti,
Vineeta and Lilima
Baghel made important
contributions in it.

CPR Awareness Program 
organised at JLN Hospital & RC

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 07: Bhilai Steel
Plant's Sinter Plant
Department in association
with the Human Resource
Development Department
jointly organised a two-day
LEO (Learning from Each
Other) Workshop on
Reduction of Sinter Return
Fines- Issues &
Opportunities, at Bhilai
Niwas from December 05 to
06, 2023. The valedictory
ceremony of the LEO
Workshop was organized
on December 06 at MP Hall
of Bhilai Niwas. Pawan
Kumar, ED (P&A) was the
Chief Guest on this occa-
sion.

Tapas Dasgupta, CGM I/c
(Iron), Nisha Soni, CGM
(HRD&BE), Anup Kumar
Dutta, CGM (SPs), AK
Ghose, CGM (SP-ISP), and

BK Behera, CGM (SP-BSL),
were also present on this oc-
casion, along with other
Senior Officials, and SPs
personnel.

An extensive brainstorm-
ing session followed by syn-
dicate discussion was car-
ried out by six teams com-
prising expert executives
(Delegates) from various
units of SAIL including
BSL, DSP, ISP, RSP, RDCIS,
and Mines along with other
Private Steel Plants includ-
ing JSW, RINL, Tata Steel,
NECO, TSK, TSM, and sev-

eral others.
Crucial topics covering

various practices in mines,
Sinter Plants, Blast
Furnaces, and Ore
Beneficiation Plants were
discussed to achieve the
agenda of the workshop
and innovative outcomes
were taken out to further
improvise the Sinter Plants
to be more sustainable and
efficient. The delegates
were also facilitated by the
dignitary guests on this oc-
casion.

Addressing the delegates,

Pawan Kumar, ED (P&A),
said that the knowledge and
experience gained at this
two-day workshop shall cer-
tainly enrich you all and
help all the participating or-
ganizations to achieve a sig-
nificant reduction in sinter
return fines, producing bet-
ter sinter, thereby con-
tributing together to a bet-
ter future of the Indian
Steel Industry. I hope you all
shall carry a pleasant mem-
ory from Bhilai Steel Plant,
Bhilai City, and
Chhattisgarh, said Kumar.

Tapas Dasgupta, CGM I/c
(Iron), Nisha Soni, CGM
(HRD&BE), AK Ghose,
CGM (SP-ISP), and BK
Behera, CGM (SP-BSL) also
addressed the gathering
and appreciated this initia-
tive and shared their expe-
rience and suggestions
about the two-day work-
shop.

Anup Kumar Dutta,
CGM (SPs) in his poignant
address spoke upon his ex-
perience on the workshop
and thanked the Sinter
Plant Collective for support-
ing him through the plan-
ning and organizing the
LEO Workshop. Delegates
from respective steel plants
shared their experiences
and appreciated the work-
shop. The programme was
compered by Sushmita
Patla, Asst Mgr
(Personnel).

Valedictory Ceremony of two-day ‘Learning
from Each Other’ Workshop held

Bhajan & Ghazal Maestro 
Padmashri Anup Jalota to 

perform on Dec 09
Central Chronicle News
BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  0077:: SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant
Management is organ-
izing a Musical
Evening- "Padmashri
Anup Jalota Night"
under the banner of
Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav on
December 09, 2023, at
19:30 hrs, at Crystal
Garden, Bhilai Club. All
preliminary prepara-
tions for this event are
underway. 

Jalota will be accom-
panied by his fellow
musicians Nitasha
Agrawal on vocals,

Devendra Kumar
Bharti on Tabla,
Himanshu Tiwari on
Guitar, and Mahesh
Rao on Violin. 

In this evening dedi-
cated to music, locals
and budding artists
will get an opportunity
to witness the en-
thralling renditions by
internationally ac-
claimed Bhajan and
Ghazal Maestro and
Padmashri recipient
Anup Jalota and
party.Entry to this mu-
sical concert is com-
pletely free of cost for
the music connois-
seurs of city.
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Raipur, Nov 07: 

A vigorous campaign
was conducted in various
routes of all 10 zones of
Raipur Municipal
Corporation to remove il-
legal encroachments, as
per the directives of
Collector Dr. Sarveshwar
Narendra Bhure, and Mr.
Mayank Chaturvedi, the
Commissioner of Raipur
Municipal Corporation.
Teams from the Zonal
Town and Planning
Sections of various zone,
in the presence of traffic
police and police adminis-
tration force, carried out
operations in Zone 1 near
Hotel Paradise, Zone 2 on
Railway Station Road,
Fafadih Road, Mekahara
Chowk, Devendra Nagar
Chowk to Mandi Gate,

Zone 3 area near Avanti
Bai Chowk, Baloda bazar
Road, under Shankar
Nagar Expressway, Zone 4
at Kali Badi Chowk, Zone
5 area at Amapara Chowk
R.D. Tiwari School, Zone
6 area from Santoshi
Nagar Chowk to
Boriyakala Road, Zone 7
at Karma Chowk
Ramnagar, near Railway
Crossing Chandni

Chowk, Saraswati Nagar
Road, Zone 8 area at
Ashok Nagar, Bharat
Mata Chowk, Gogaon
Road, near Kabeer Nagar
Adarsh Chowk, Zone 9
area near Palm Bellagio,
Zone 10 area including
Amlidih, Lalpur Road,
and various roads were
freed from illegal
encroachments through
the campaign.

Approximately 60 stalls,
along with various illegal
encroachments, were
seized and removed from
the roads with fines.
Teams from the Zonal
Town and Planning
Department’s flying
squad, and teams of all 10
zones have warned shop-
keepers to operate within
their specified limits and
explained to them to keep
their goods in check
while conducting busi-
ness. Continuous cam-
paigns have been
launched to remove ille-
gal encroachments and
seize stalls. Shopkeepers
have been warned to op-
erate within their speci-
fied limits and to remove
illegal encroachments to
free the roads from en-
croachments.

RMC initiates action against
illegal encroachments

Including the removal of approximately 60 stalls

Raipur, Dec 07:

Nine persons accused in
the coal levy scam includ-
ing Congress MLA
Devendra Yadav did not
appear in the Court. It was
for the third time that the
Court issued notice to nine
persons including
Devendra Yadav to appear
in the Court, but none of
them acknowledge it.

The hearing into the
coal scam was done in the
court  of Special Judge
Ajay Singh Rajput. Court
raised objections against
ED’s advocate for absence
of the accused and their
not coming to the Court
from the jail. After the ob-
jections the Jailer was
called to the Court and
questioned. It was some-

how after the lunch, the
Court arranged for online
presence of the nine ac-
cused through video-con-
ferencing. The next date of
hearing in the court was
fixed to Jan 6.

The hearing into the
bail petition of IAS officer
Ranu Sahu has got post-
poned. As per information
in this regard, since the
number of her hearing
could not come for the day,
therefore the hearing got
postponed and now it will
be held on Dec 14.

The hearing into the
bail petition of Ranu Sahu
was due in the Court of
Justice NK Vyas.

It is notable here that
ED has taken Ranu Sahu
into arrest this year in
July on charges of being
involved in the coal levy
scam and she is undergo-
ing imprisonment. In this
entire case the state gov-
ernment has suspended
her.

Next hearing into coal
levy scam now on Jan 6
 None of the nine

accused including MLA
Devendra Yadav
appeared in the Court

Girl cheated 
of 7 lakh in the

name of job
Raipur, Dec 07: An unem-
ployed girl in Raipur has been
cheated of Rs 7 lakh in the
name of government job.
Unidentified fraudster lured
the girl to a job as lady super-
visor in a government depart-
ment. When she did not get
job after paying money she
lodged FIR with DD Nagar
Police Station Raipur. 

According to the informa-
tion received, a girl, resident
of Golchowk DD Nagar of the
capital complained of fraud of
Rs 7 lakh in DD Nagar police
station. According to the com-
plaint of the girl, one Vikas
Thakur, resident of
Ambikapur, committed a fraud
of Rs 7 lakh from her by offer-
ing her job as female supervi-
ros in women and child devel-
opment department.
According to complaint he
used to commit fraud by
claiming as relative of former
CGPSC Chairman Taman
Sonwani. He was committing
fraud by sending his chats
with Taman Sonwani.

PCC questions
action to evict

street vendors with
use of bulldozers

Raipur, Dec 07: The action
of the district administra-
tion to remove encroach-
ments with eviction of
street vendors at different
parts of the city just after
BJP victory in assembly
elections in the state has
sparked off reaction from
Pradesh Congress
Committee (PCC). PCC
Communication chief
Sushil Anand Shukla asked
as to what kind of message
administration wants to
send with its action of bull-
dozers. According to him
such action should not be
taken without any govern-
ment order. ‘What message
do you want to send by
using bulldozers on street
vendors?’ he asked. If
someone does wrong then
action should be taken as
per the law, he said. He said
that officers should not
cross limit. He said that the
street vendors were being
deprived of their livelihood
in this action.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 07:
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) high command ap-
pointed Observers would
be attending the BJP’s
Legislative Party meet on
Friday at Raipur to inter-
act with them over the
nomination of Chief
Minister of Chhattisgarh.

Meanwhile, the Union
Minister for Tribal
Welfare Renuka Singh on
Thursday called on Party
President JP Nadda in
New Delhi. Both the leader
during the courtesy visit,
held talks on the existing
political scenario in
Chhattisgarh after the

party registered over-
whelming victory defeat-
ing Congress with a huge
margin.

It is notable that Renuka
Singh is also among front
runners for the key post of
Chief Minister apart from
the other senior tribal
leaders like Vishnu Deo
Sai as well as Party
President Arun Sao.
However, the top leader-
ship has already given in-
ductions to come up with
surprise face of CM in
Chhattisgarh.

BJP Observers would
reach Raipur on Friday to
hold meeting of
Legislative Party during
which the Election in-
charge OP Mathur, Co in-
charge Nitin Nabin and
other senior leaders would
also be present. Meeting is
likely to come up with the
name of next Chief
Minister of Chhattisgarh.

Central Observers to hold BJP
Legislative Party meet today
 Union Minister

Renuka Singh calls
on Party Chief JP
Nadda in New Delhi

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  0077:: A PG student
of All India Institute of
Medical Sciences shines in
the 70th Annual National
Conference of the Indian
Society of Anaesthesiologists
‘ISACON-2023’ held in
Gurugram with three prizes.

Under the guidance of Prof.
(Dr.) N.K. Agarwal, Head of
the Department Dr. Chandini
K, a postgraduate student in
Anaesthesiology at AIIMS
Raipur, achieved remarkable

success by securing three
awards. Her accomplishments
included winning the first
prize for the best poster, pre-
sented under the ISA
Ludhiana Poster National
Award, as well as the third
prize for paper presentation in
the Dr. T.N. Jha Memorial and
Dr. K.P. Chansoriya Award
categories. Additionally, she
secured the second prize in
the ISA Goldcon Quiz National
Award.

PG student of AIIMS-R
shines in ‘ISACON-2023’

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  0077::  

A special recovery campaign is
being run by the Employees’
Provident Fund Organization,
Regional Office, Raipur in connec-
tion with the recovery of outstand-
ing provident fund contributions,
compensation and interest from
defaulter institutions. This cam-
paign will be expedited from the
month of December. This cam-
paign will continue till  March 31,
2024. The main objective of the
campaign is to ensure 100 percent
recovery of the dues.

Regional Provident Fund
Commissioner-I, Abhishek Kumar
said that to recover the outstand-
ing amount, action was taken
against the defaulter institutions
under the provisions of the
Employees’ Provident Fund and
Miscellaneous Provisions Act,
1952, confiscation of bank
accounts, confiscation of movable
and immovable property, auction
of seized property, arrest and
imprisonment of the defaulter.
Along with registering an FIR
under Section 406/409 of the
Indian Penal Code, prosecution

action will also be taken against
the defaulting employers/institu-
tions under Section 14 of the
Employees’ Provident Fund Act,
1952. Regional Provident Fund
Commissioner-II. According to
Recovery Officer, Jai Shankar Rai,
the office has set a target of 100%
recovery of current demand and
arrears demand balances. Special
teams of officers and employees
have been formed with the aim of
achieving the target of recovery
from defaulters by March 2024.
These teams will ensure recovery
of dues from defaulter institutions
under the provisions of the
Employees’ Provident Fund and
Miscellaneous Provisions Act,
1952. It is noteworthy that the
Ministry of Labor and Employment
has given instructions to all the
offices to take action against such
defaulting companies and institu-
tions. It has been informed by the
Labour Ministry that interest at
the rate of 5 percent will be recov-
ered from those who have default-
ed for two months. Apart from
this, interest will be recovered at
different times against companies
defaulting for a longer period.

Special campaign against
defaulter institutions by EPFO
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Bilaspur, Dec 07: 

On December 6 a pro-
gram was organized in
Guru Ghasidas
Vishwavidyalaya (a
Central University) to
commemorate the
Mahaparinirvan Diwas of
Bharat Ratna, Baba Saheb
Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar.
The Chief Guest for the
program was eminent or-
thopedic specialist and so-
cial worker, Dr. Vinod
Tiwari. The program was
presided over by the
Honorable Vice-
Chancellor of the
University, Professor Alok
Kumar Chakrawal.

In his presidential ad-
dress, Professor Alok
Kumar Chakrawal, the
Honorable Vice-
Chancellor of the
University, emphasized
the need for everyone to
internalize the ideals,
principles, and life values
of Bharat Ratna, Dr.
Bhimrao Ambedkar. He
urged the audience to
strive for the creation of a
society free from discrimi-

nation and to realize Dr
Ambedkar’s dream of
building a harmonious so-
ciety. Professor Chakrawal
highlighted Dr.
Ambedkar’s lifelong dedi-
cation to social harmony,
equality, justice, and the
upliftment of the margin-
alized. He said that Dr.
Ambedkar tried to estab-
lish equality in the society
following the aphorism
‘Mankhe mankhe ek
saman’ given by Baba
Ghasidas.

The chief guest of the
program, Dr. Vinod
Tiwari, a distinguished or-

thopedic specialist and so-
cial worker, described Dr.
Bhimrao Ambedkar as a
great human being. He
emphasized that Dr.
Ambedkar sacrificed his
own physical comforts to
dedicate his life to the wel-
fare of the nation, con-
tributing significantly to
the construction of an
egalitarian society.

Announcement of
Natraj Kala manch at
GGVNKM

V i c e - C h a n c e l l o r
Professor Chakra wal an-
nounced the establish-
ment of Natraj

Kalamanch at Guru
G h a s i d a s
Vishwavidyalaya (a
Central University). He
stated that the open the-
atre site of the Rajat
Jayanti Sabhagar will pro-
vide students with a plat-
form to showcase their tal-
ents in music, performing
arts, and acting according
to their interests. Through
this, students will be pro-
vided a platform for ex-
pression so that they can
showcase their talents.

Prior to this, the digni-
taries paid homage before
the grand statue of Dr.

B.R. Ambedkar located in
the university campus.
Following this, flowers
were offered before the oil
paintings of Goddess
Saraswati, Saint Guru
Ghasidas Ji, and Dr.
Bhimrao Ambedkar in the
Rajat Jayanti Sabhagar.
The guests were welcomed
with saplings. Tarang
Band presented  Saraswati
Vandana and a song on the
Mahanirvana Day. The
program coordinator, Prof.
Shailendra Kumar, Dean
Student Welfare, delivered
the welcome address.

The program concluded
with the felicitation of the
chief guests with shawls,
shriphal, and mementos.
At the end of the event,
thanks were extended by
the Registrar, Professor
Manish Shrivastava, and
the proceedings were con-
ducted by Dr. Garima
Tiwari, Assistant
Professor, Department of
Forestry. The program saw
the presence of Deans of
various Schools, heads of
the departments, teachers,
officers, and students.

Embrace the Ideals of 
Dr. Ambedkar: Prof. Chakrawal

Prog in CU on Dr. BR Ambedkar’s Mahaparinirvan Diwas
Raipur, Dec 07: 

National Senior Vice
President of Akhil
Bharatiya Agarwal
Sammelan, Ishwar
Prasad Agarwal, National
Vice President, Hanuman
Prasad Agarwal and
National Secretary
Parmanand Jain said that
the elected MLAs from
Agarwal community in
Chhattisgarh were felici-
tated.

In the current assembly
elections, four MLAs have
been elected from the
Agarwal community
which is a matter of pride
for the society.
Brijmohan Agarwal has
won from Raipur South
with the highest number
of votes. He has reached
the assembly for the
eighth consecutive time
and has also been a for-
mer MLA from
Chhattisgarh. Having
been a senior minister in
the government many
times, he has successfully
handled various responsi-
bilities. Amar Agarwal
has been elected from
Bilaspur, who has also
been a senior minister in

the Chhattisgarh govern-
ment in the past. Along
with this, Rajesh
Agarwal has been elected
from Ambikapur and
Sampat Agarwal has been
elected from Basna
Assembly. All MLAs were
felicitated  by Akhil
Bharatiya Agarwal
Sammelan.

Brijmohan Agarwal,
former senior minister
and eight consecutive
times MLA of Raipur
South and  Sampat
Agarwal, MLA Basna,
were congratulated by all
the officials of the
Agarwal Sammelan by
giving bouquet, flower
garland, shawl, ‘shrefal’
and sweets.

On this occasion,
National Senior Vice

President of the Akhil
Bharatiya Agrawal
Sammelan, Ishwar
Prasad Agarwal said that
the society is proud of the
elected MLAs and there is
joy in the Agarwal com-
munity of Chhattisgarh.

On this occasion,
Ishwar Prasad Agarwal,
Hanuman Prasad
Agarwal, Sitaram
Agarwal, Vijay Agarwal,
Parmanand Jain,
Krishna Kumar Agarwal,
Satpal Jain, Ramesh
Chandra Agarwal,
Muralidhar Agarwal,
Kailash Murarka,
Vishambhar Agarwal,
Premchand Agarwal,
Manoj Agarwal, Mahesh
and Raja Mittal from
Agarwal community
were present.

Elected MLAs from Agarwal
community were felicitated
 By Akhil Bharatiya

Agrawal Sammelan

Raipur, Dec 07: 

Kalinga University en-
tered into a Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU)
with Godawari Electric
Motors Pvt.
Ltd.(GEMPL)on 07th
December 2023 to work
more extensively for the
growth of the students.

Kalinga University is a
reputed educational insti-
tution in Central India.
For providing innovation
and quality education, the
university has been grant-
ed B+ recognition by the
National Assessment and
Accreditation Council
(NAAC). It is the only
University in

Chhattisgarh, which is in-
cluded in the NIRF
Ranking in the year 2022
and 2023 in the band of
top 101-150 Universities.

The students are
trained through high-
quality multidisciplinary
research-focused educa-
tion and skill develop-
ment programs to incul-
cate innovation in the stu-
dents as per the global
benchmarks to develop a
sense of responsible citi-
zens with the develop-
ment of leadership power.

Whereas, GEMPL, is a
young and innovative
company with a vision
and mission to provide
the best quality products
and best-in-class service
and spare facilities.
Vehicles coming from
Godawari Motors are all

non-polluting vehicles,
which in turn help a bet-
ter society.All the prod-
ucts Manufactured by
Godawari Electric Motors
are designed from scratch
keeping in mind, the con-
sumer aspirations and
needs focusing on safety
comfort and performance.
The product’s life spans
from e-cycle to e-auto cov-
ering the complete largest
EV range in India. All
these vehicles are fitted
with lithium-ion batteries
which guarantee the best
mileage, safety and war-
ranty.

The MoU was signed by
Hyder Ali Khan, Director
and CEO-GEMPL and Dr.
Sandeep Gandhi,
Registrar, Kalinga
University in the pres-
ence of Vinod Pillai,

Director – Godawari
Group, Dr. R. Shridhar,
Vice Chancellor and Dr.
Byju John, Director
General from Kalinga
University. The basic con-
cept and objective of this
collaboration are to facili-
tate Kalinga University
students by setting up a
Centre of Excellence
(COE) for Electric Vehicle
(EV)on the campus of the
university, providing
training to the trainers
nominated by Kalinga
University, and to estab-
lish COE’s in other educa-
tional institutes and uni-
versities.

This association is also
a step forward towards
helping India Change to
Electric and aligned to-
wards the goal of a clean
and green environment.

Kalinga University signs MoU for Centre of Excellence 
 For Electric

Vehicles (EV’s)

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  0077::  

Indian Institute of
Management Raipur (IIM
Raipur) proudly announces
that Anurag Sista Venkata
Satya Sai, a second-year MBA
student, has been awarded the
esteemed France Excellence
Charpak Exchange
Scholarship by the French
Embassy, India. IIM Raipur has
an excellent student exchange
program and is a beacon of
global engagement. This not
only broadens the students’
intellectual horizons but also
forges connections on a global
stage, encapsulating the insti-
tute’s dedication to fostering a
culture of international collab-
oration and excellence.  The
Charpak Exchange
Scholarship offers a range of

benefits to support the stu-
dent’s educational journey. It
provides a monthly living
allowance of 860 euros, social
security coverage, accommo-
dation, and administrative
assistance. This prestigious
scholarship is designed for
Indian students across all dis-
ciplines at the bachelor’s or
master’s levels, participating
in a semester exchange pro-

gram between their Indian
institution and a French host
institution.

Expressing his gratitude for
the Charpak Scholarship,
Anurag Sista Venkata Satya
Sai emphasized its profound
impact on his academic pur-
suits. He stated, “This scholar-
ship has made it possible for
me to pursue my exchange
term without any financial
burden. The recognition from
the Embassy of France in India
is not only an honor but also a
tremendous motivation for me
to continue working hard in
my academic endeavors.” 

IIM Raipur community is
extremely proud to have
Anurag SVSS as one of the fif-
teen students from India to be
awarded the scholarship by
the Embassy of France.

IIM Raipur’s student receives esteemed
Charpak Exchange Scholarship

Korba, Dec 07: In a bid to
boost forest cover in the
coal belt region of
Chhattisgarh and Madhya
Pradesh, Coal India sub-
sidiary, SECL will under-
take plantation using the
Miyawaki method for the
first time in its operational
areas. The company will
use the popular Japanese
technique in SECL’s Gevra
Area, to develop Miyawaki
forest in two hectares on a
pilot project basis. The
project will be implement-
ed in partnership with
Chhattisgarh Rajya Van
Vikas Nigam (CGRVVN)
at an estimated cost of

about Rs 4 cr.
The plantation using the

Miyawaki technique will
be carried out over a peri-
od of 2 years in which
about 20,000 saplings will
be planted. The plantation
will include big plants
such as Banyan, Pipal,
Shisham, Mango, Sal etc,
medium plants such as
Indian Bael, Karanj, Amla,
Ashoka etc, and small
plants such as Kaner,
Gudhal, Bougainvillaea,
Ber, Anjeer, Nimbu etc.

Miyawaki plantation
method - the popular
Japanese technique to de-
velop quick-growing
forests

The Miyawaki method
of plantation was pio-
neered in the 70s by
Japanese botanist and ex-

pert in plant ecology Mr.
Akira Miyawaki. This

technique of plantation in-
volves planting native

trees, shrubs and ground-
cover plants within every
square metre. This
method is ideal for small
parcels of land and creates
dense canopy layer of tall
trees.

The species chosen for
Miyawaki plantation is

typically of plants which
do not require a lot of
maintenance and can sur-
vive harsh weather and
water-scarce conditions
and grow rapidly in exist-
ing conditions yielding
thick pockets of green
cover.

SECL to use ‘Miyawaki’ plantation method to boost green cover
 Pilot project to be

implemented in
SECL’s Gevra Area

Green cover will benefit local
communities and wildlife

The pilot project of Miyawaki plantation in SECL will help in
increasing the green cover in and around the Gevra mine, the
largest coal mine of the country, in a shorter span of time. The
indigenous species of fruit bearing, avenue and ornamental
trees would help the local communities and wildlife. The forest
developed under the project would also play a key role in absorb-
ing the dust particles and regulating surface temperature.

SECL to invest 169 crores on plantation
in CG and MP over the next 4 years

Besides being one of the leading coal producing companies in India,
SECL is equally committed to boosting green cover and preserving the
natural ecosystems in an around its mines and mitigate the impact
coal mining.  Since its inception SECL has planted more than 3 crores
saplings and in FY 2023-24 the company has brought 475 hectares of
land under green cover and planted 10.77 lakh saplings, which is the
highest among all Coal India subsidiaries.  The company had recently
signed an MoU with Chhattisgarh Rajya Van Vikas Nigam (CGRVVN)
and Madhya Pradesh Rajya Van Vikas Nigam (MPRVVN) for carrying
out plantation for a period of five years from 2023-24 to 2027-28 with
its subsequent maintenance of 4 years for each consecutive year of
plantation at an estimated cost of Rs 169 crores.

NNaannddiinnii--AAhhiiwwaarraa::  After the
world’s largest political party
Bharatiya Janata Party formed
the government with full majori-
ty in Chhattisgarh, Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan and the victo-
ry of BJP candidate Doman Lal
Korsewada in Ahiwara assembly
constituency, workers burst fire-
crackers in the areas of the
region and distributed sweets. In
the same sequence, BJP Yuva
Morcha workers from Devarjhal,
Birebhat, Banbarad, Potia
reached the residence of BJYM
State Working Committee mem-
ber Dau Anand Tamrakar

(Advocate) and congratulated
BJP on the victory and celebrated
the formation of BJP government
by distributing sweets.  On this
occasion, district member BJYM
Rahul Chandel, Mandal Vice
President Sahil Khan, journalist
Raunak Tamrakar and Dev
Manikpuri, Afroz Khan, Pratap
Markam, Girish Dewangan,
Kushal Manikpuri, Hrithik,
Lekhram Nishad, Rahul Dhruve. ,
Manik Vishwakarma, Khemu
Nishad, Purendra Yadav, Manish
Dewangan, Naresh Nishad,
Sheetal Das Manikpuri etc. were
present.

BJP workers burst fire-crackers
to celebrate victory

Bijapur, Dec 07: 

Vikram Mandavi, the
newly elected MLA from
Assembly 89 Bijapur, on
his first arrival in
Bhopalpatnam and
Madded Nagar was en-
thusiastically welcomed
by the Congress workers
and villagers of
Bhopalpatnam and
Madded at different
places in  the city.

Newly elected MLA
Vikram Mandavi said on
this victory that the peo-
ple of Bijapur district
and especially the people
of Bhopalpatnam block
have once again trusted
me and given their bless-

ings, for this I will be
grateful to everyone, and
will continue to work
with the enthusiasm as
before.

On his maiden arrival
in the city after the victo-
ry, a large number of
Congress workers took
out a rally in the city to
welcome their beloved
leader Vikram Mandavi
with garlands, musical

instruments and fire-
works. On the first ar-
rival in Bhopalpatnam
city, District Congress
Committee District
President Lalu Rathore,
District Panchayat
President Shankar
Kudiam, District
Panchayat member
Basant Rao Tati, MP rep-
resentative Venugopal
Rao, Agricultural

Produce Market
President Kameshwar
Gautam, District
Panchayat member Mrs.
Sarita Chapa, District
Vice President Mitcha
Muttiah, city
Municipality Vice
President Purushottam
Sallur, Chapa Surendra,
Sunil Udde, Suresh Sodi,
Youth Congress District
President Kamesh Morla,
Manoj Kashoji, Nagar
Panchayat President
Rinki Koram, Nagar
Panchayat Vice President
Santosh Bore, Block
President Ramesh
Pambhoi, Block
President Talandi Stari,
Salik Nagvanshi, and a
large number of
Congress leaders, work-
ers and villagers were
present.

Newly elected MLA Vikram Mandavi given huge welcome 
 By people in

Bhopalpatnam city

Bijapur, Dec 07: 

Unseasonal rains
spoiled the hard work of
the farmers throughout
the year. Due to bad weath-
er for two days, the crops
harvested in the fields
were completely ruined.

Regional MLA Vikram
Shah Mandavi reached the
farmers’ fields and took
stock of the damaged
crops. After seeing the
damaged crops, the MLA
talked to the officials on
phone and asked them to
provide compensation to
the farmers for the losses.
Intermittent rains are still

a cause of trouble for
farmers. Due to unseason-
al rains, there has been
huge damage to the fields
and due to this; the farm-
ers of the district are wor-
ried. The harsh weather

has ruined the hard work
of the farmers.

Gollaguda farmers
Apparao Lambadi,
Nagurao Gurla, Anil
Kumar Ade, Satyam
Gurla, Lambadi Rajirao,

Lambadi Shankar,
Ambala Batkayya, Sushil
Gurla, Lambadi Azad,
Gurla Shankar, Goutul
Shankar, Ade Shankar,
Dinesh Sonla, Lalita
Gurla, Bapurao Sonla,

Labadi. Shankar and other
farmers have suffered
huge losses in many acres
of paddy.

Farmers have said that
earlier the farmers are fac-
ing the brunt of unseason-
al rains and now excessive
rains. Due to excessive
rain, the entire paddy crop
has been damaged due to
which the farmers are suf-
fering huge financial loss-
es.

MLA Vikram Shah
Mandavi heard  to the
problems of the farmers
and demanded that the
government should buy
the paddy of the farmers
in the paddy market and
give appropriate compen-
sation to the farmers for
the crop loss.

Mandavi visits paddy fields along with farmers 
Many acres of farmers’ crops were ruined due to unseasonal rains

 To take stock 
of damage crop
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Mamata plucks tea leaves 
in north Bengal, shakes a 

leg with workers

Kurseong (WB), Dec 07 (PTI): 

West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata
Banerjee on Thursday
visited a tea estate in
Darjeeling district,
plucked leaves along with
workers besides talking to
them. Wearing the tea
pluckers' apron, Banerjee
also sang a few lines with
the workers and shook a
leg with them. The chief
minister is on a six-day
visit to the northern dis-
tricts of the state.

"Today, after wearing
their clothes, I plucked tea
leaves. I learned tea pluck-
ing from them. Now, I can
go to any tea garden and
pick tea leaves. This is my
biggest lesson today. I re-
member I wrote a poem
about them (tea leaves
pluckers) long ago," she
later said. The Trinamool
Congress supremo has
over 100 books to her cred-
it and several of them are
of poems.

"We have blood rela-
tions with the people of
the Hills. The Hills be-
came my own home," she

added. Banerjee also
spoke to the tea garden
workers and distributed
winter garments to them.
During a trip to
Darjeeling last year,
Banerjee took to making
momos at a roadside shop
in Darjeeling besides
serving pani puris' to the
people of the Hills.

Later, Banerjee went to
a community hall here to
bless her nephew Abesh
Banerjee who tied the
knot with his longtime
girlfriend at a ceremony
here. On Friday, the chief
minister is scheduled to
distribute land rights doc-
uments to people residing
in the tea gardens here.

Granting land rights has
been one of the key de-
mands of the tea-growing
areas of the state.
According to an official,
more than 3 lakh workers
reside in tea gardens in the
northern part of the state.
Banerjee, who reached
Kurseong on Wednesday, is
scheduled to attend a se-
ries of state-organised
public distribution pro-
grammes during her visit.

Reconsider ‘tribal’ prefix in university names: BJP MP

New Delhi, Dec 07 (PTI): 

Lok Sabha MP Satyapal
Singh on Thursday sug-
gested that tribal universi-
ties in the country should
not have the prefix "trib-
al", saying there was a
need to reconsider such a
"division".

Participating in a de-
bate in the Lower House
on the Central
U n i v e r s i t i e s
(Amendment) Bill, 2023, in
the Lok Sabha for the es-
tablishment of central
tribal university in
Telangana, Baghpat MP
said "On August 15, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
had listed 'Panch Pran'

targets and one of them
was that we will get rid of
all signs of slavery."

"When we say someone
is a tribal, we are refer-
ring to all others as non-
tribals and not natives.
There is a need to delib-
erate on this division
again. I believe the uni-
versity should not be
named as a 'tribal' uni-
versity," the BJP leader
said. The Lok Sabha on
Wednesday took up a bill
for the establishment of
the Sammakka Sarakka
Central Tribal
University in Telangana.

Piloting the Central
U n i v e r s i t i e s
(Amendment) Bill, 2023
in the Lower House,
Minister of State for
Education Subhas
Sarkar said the tribal
university in Telangana
is being established in
pursuance of the com-
mitments made in the
Andhra Pradesh
Reorganisation Act, 2014.
The discussion on the bill
continued on Thursday.

Participating in the de-

bate on the bill, ST
Hasan, Moradabad MP,
said that the annual
budget for Aligarh
Muslim University and
Jamia Millia Islamia was
slashed by 15 per cent in

the past few years.
"Research processes

and academics have
been affected due to
budget cuts of these
prestigious universities.
It is a good thing that a

central tribal university
is being established but
the budget of existing
good universities should
not be reduced," the
Samajwadi Party MP
said.

Sambalpur Div hosts 78th divisional
official language implementation

Sambalpur,06/12:  

78th Divisional official
language implementation
committee meeting was
organised in Sambalpur
Division. On this occasion
Divisional Railway
Manager, Sambalpur, Shri
Vineet Singh joined as

Chief Guest and reviewed
progress reports and sug-
gested some ideas to in-
crease the day to day work
in Hindi language.

On this occasion
Additional Chief
Rajbhasa Adhikari cum
Addl. Divisional Railway
Manager, Sambalpur, Shri

Anand Singh briefly in-
formed about the official
language activities con-
ducted in the last quarter.
All Branch officers of the
Division  participated in
the meeting and Shri
Upendra Kumar Singh,
Rajbhasa Adhikari coordi-
nated the function.

J-K cop playing cricket shot at by terrorist dies
New Delhi, Dec 07 (PTI): 

An inspector of the
Jammu and Kashmir Police,
who was critically injured in
a terrorist attack in October,
died at the All India Institute
of Medical Sciences (AIIMS)
here on Thursday, officials
said. Inspector Masroor
Wani was on life support. He
was shifted from Srinagar's
Sher-e-Kashmir Institute of
Medical Sciences to AIIMS-
Delhi on Wednesday, the offi-
cials said.

The police officer was
playing cricket with local
boys at Eidgah grounds in
downtown Srinagar when
he was shot at by terrorists
on October 29. Officials said
despite best efforts of the
medical team, Wani suc-
cumbed to injuries this af-
ternoon.

Son of a retired police
sub-inspector, Wani was
playing cricket at the
Eidgah ground when the
lone terrorist fired three
shots in the eye, abdomen
and neck from close range
on October 29, a Sunday
when a number of young-
sters were playing the
game. Wani's teammates
ran after the terrorist but
he fired in the air and fled.

Wani was rushed to a
hospital in Soura where he
was undergoing treatment.
However, he was airlifted
and brought to AIIMS Delhi
on Wednesday and was on
life support. Besides his
wife, he is survived by his
father and a brother. Wani's
death has left a deep sense
of loss among his col-
leagues and loved ones,
said Director General of

Jammu and Kashmir
Police R R Swain.

"You see Jammu and
Kashmir police personnel
are always on duty and here
the martyred police inspec-
tor has made a supreme sac-
rifice of his life. On behalf
of the Jammu and Kashmir
Police family, we stand be-
hind his family in this hour
of grief," he said.

Deceased Masroor Wani

‘My child became orphan before being born’
SSrriinnaaggaarr:: "My child became an orphan even before being born,"
said the inconsolable wife of Inspector Masroor Ahmed Wani,
who died in Delhi on Thursday 39 days after he suffered critical
wounds in a terrorist attack while he was playing cricket in
Srinagar. Expecting her first child, she was overwhelmed with
grief after getting the tragic news. It was a sombre atmosphere
in the congested colony of Eidgah in the downtown of this city as
a multitude of people gathered at the residence of Wani. Wani,
aged 34, was shot by a Lashker-e-Taiba terrorist on October 29
while he was playing cricket with his friends at Eidgah.

The scene was heart-wrenching at his residence, where
mourners went to offer their condolences to his grieving wife
and family. According to his uncle Ghulam Mohammad Wani,
Wani's health had deteriorated due to a severe chest infection.
Initially, he was admitted to Soura Hospital in Srinagar, but
was later shifted to Paras Hospital for further treatment from
where he was flown to AIIMS in Delhi on Wednesday.
Remembered as an amiable and compassionate individual, he
was always expressed his willingness to assist others.
Lamenting the tragic loss, relative Ghulam Nabi Kakazgar said,
"Masroor was very frank. He would always help people. We
are very depressed. He was crazy about cricket, and cricket
took his life away."

committee meeting

WB CM supremo Mamata Banerjee during her visit to
the Makaibari Tea Estate at Kurseong, in Darjeeling,
Thursday.
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Kurud, Dec 07: 

Paddy procurement for
Kharif crop, which started
from November 1, was put
on hold due to the havoc of
Cyclone Michaung. Due to
deteriorating weather,
Delhi-like cold and inter-
mittent heavy and slow
rains, dozens of coopera-
tive societies and paddy
procurement centers of
Kurud have been closed
for the last two days and
paddy procurement has
come to a halt, due to
which, on the one hand,
farmers are seen to be
deeply worried about the

loss of their crops and on
the other hand, about the
possibility of being able to
sell their crops or not.

Due to light showers in
Kurud area on Tuesday
morning, paddy procure-
ment remained closed in
all the 9 societies of the
area, but due to bad weath-
er, paddy was not pur-
chased in the society even
on Tuesday and
Wednesday. On Tuesday, a
token was issued for the
purchase of 1607 quintals
of paddy from 42 farmers
in the Large Agricultural
Credit Committee of
Kurud on 5th December.

On December 6, a token
was issued to purchase
1649 quintals of paddy
from 43 farmers, but due to
the impact of Cyclone
Michong, paddy purchase
is closed. Paddy is pur-
chased under the open sky.
Due to rain, paddy was not
purchased in Kurud,
Bagaud, Kuhkuha,
Charra, Gadadih,
Katalbod, Mandraud,
Sivanikala, Bhathagaon
Society under District
Cooperative Central Bank
Maryadit Raipur branch
Kurud, and to protect from
rain, the sacks of paddy
purchased in the society

have been kept safe by cov-
ering them with tarpaulin.

Circular Agricultural
Credit Cooperative
Society Kurud Manager
TR Banskar said that till
now 16884.40 quintals of
paddy have been pur-
chased, out of which 11820
quintals of paddy has
been lifted and 5060 quin-
tals have been covered
with tarpaulin. And it has
been secured that the
paddy procurement which
was disrupted for two
days due to weather will
be started again with dou-
ble the speed as soon as
the season opens.

Paddy procurement for
Kharif crops put on hold

Rajim, Dec 07: 

The demand to make the
newly elected MLA of Rajim
assembly constituency Rohit
Sahu a minister is now gaining
momentum. His supporters,
well-wishers of the area as
well as the villagers have
taken the shelter of God and
requested the BJP central
leadership to make Rohit Sahu
a minister. In the same
sequence, his supporters and
BJP Yuva Morcha workers per-
formed Jalabhishek in the
Baba Garibnath temple locat-
ed in Rajim and prayed to Lord
Bholenath to make Rohit Sahu
a minister. 
Prominent in the worship were
Sheetal Sinha, Mohnish Singh
Thakur, Shakti Thakur, Yash
Kahar, Sagar Singh Rajput,
Amankahar, Subhash Kahar,
Jinendra Vaishnav,

Satyamkahar, Dushyantsahu,
and Yash Kumar Sahu.
Similarly, in village Jenjra,
women and elders prayed in
the Shiva temple and prayed
for Rohit Sahu to be made a
minister. Everyone said in one
voice that after the separation
of the state, BJP MLAs have
been elected in this area
thrice, and BJP government
has been formed in the state
four times. 
But unfortunately, not even
once has Rajim's MLA got a
place in the cabinet, therefore
we all urge the BJP leadership
to increase the dignity of
Rajim by giving place to Rohit
Sahu in the cabinet, and boost
the morale of the people and
workers here. On this occa-
sion, former Sarpanch of
Jenjra, Smt. Nileshwari Sahu,
Dilip Sahu, Sukalu Tarak were
present. 

Supporters pray for ensuring
Rohit Sahu ministerial berth

Korba, Dec 07: 

SECL Director (Finance)
Srinivasan was honoured
by Arindam Goswami, Vice
Chairman and Chairman
Professional Development
Committee, ICMAI WIRC on
Dec 05 at SECL
Headquarters Bilaspur.
Srinivasan, Director
(Finance), SECL and
Chairman, CERL and
CEWRL were felicitated.

Director (Finance) G
Srinivasn also held meeting
with Goswami on this occa-
sion. Srinivasan assured
that in the coming days,
SECL will try to support in
every way the activities of
WIRC, ICMAI and other in-
stitutes for the development
of Cost Accountant profes-
sion and all other efforts.

In the meeting with Mr.

Srinivasan, the activities of
the institute were explained
by Mr. Goswami. He said
that the institute is trying to
connect industry and insti-
tute through various pro-
grams and seminars. On
this occasion, Sanjay
Srivastava, General
Manager (Finance) and
President, Bilaspur Chapter,
Y. Manoj Manager (Finance)
and Secretary, Bilaspur
Chapter, Vaibhav Aggarwal,
Deputy Manager (Finance)
and Treasurer, Bilaspur
Chapter, Mrs. Princi
Bandhekar Manager
(Finance) from SECL
Finance Department. ),
Abhishek Anand Manager
(Finance) along with
Mriganka Maiti, Kuljeet
Kaur from ICMAI and many
senior members of Bilaspur
Chapter were present.

SECL Director (Finance)
honoured by ICMAI-WIRC

Manendragarh, Dec 07: 

District Collector and
Magistrate Narendra
Kumar Dugga's strategic
leadership has ensured the
smooth progress of paddy
procurement across the
Manendragarh-Chirmiri-
Bharatpur district. A total
of 13,121.60 quintals of
coarse variety paddy have
been successfully pur-
chased at 24 procurement
centers within 12 commit-
tees throughout the dis-
trict. The commencement
of paddy procurement in
the district on November
21 marked the beginning of
a seamless process. Kelhari

emerged as a focal point for
maximum paddy procure-
ment, demonstrating the
effectiveness of the opera-
tions. To maintain trans-
parency and efficiency, ded-
icated nodal officers and
trusted individuals have
been appointed at each pro-
curement center. The use of
biometric devices stream-
lines the paddy purchasing
process, ensuring accuracy

and accountability.
With an eye on the un-

predictable weather condi-
tions, Collector Dugga has
issued a crucial directive to
safeguard the procured
paddy from rain-related
damage at all procurement
centers. This precaution-
ary measure aims to pre-
vent any potential losses.
In recognition of the chal-
lenges posed by unexpect-

ed rain, farmers who can-
not deliver their paddy on
the scheduled date due to
adverse weather condi-
tions will have the option
to reschedule their token
for the following day.

To fortify the rain protec-
tion efforts, an ample sup-
ply of tarpaulins and cap
covers has been strategical-
ly arranged at all procure-
ment centers. These provi-
sions will help shield the
paddy and minimize the
risk of damage.

To maintain high stan-
dards, Food Officer instruc-
tions mandate the procure-
ment of paddy with pre-
scribed moisture levels,
meeting established quali-
ty criteria. This ensures
that the procured paddy
maintains its value and
quality.

Paddy procurement continues amid rain precautions
Over 13,000 
quintals of paddy
bought in district

Kawardha, Dec 07: 

Following the conclusion of the
Chhattisgarh Assembly General
Election-2023, construction proj-
ects in rural areas have surged
with remarkable momentum. The
dedicated field staff of various de-
partments are actively overseeing
and expediting a wide range of
projects, spanning from the
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana
(PMAY) to the development of es-
sential rural infrastructure.

Construction efforts are in full
swing, including housing con-
struction under the Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana, the creation
of segregation sheds under the
Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, and var-
ious projects under the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Scheme
(MGNREGA). Under the vision-
ary leadership of Chief Executive
Officer Sandeep Kumar Agarwal,

the District Panchayat is spear-
heading these transformative ini-
tiatives, fostering rural develop-
ment, and empowering communi-
ties through robust construction
efforts. Under the Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana Gramin, nu-
merous beneficiaries in the dis-

trict have been granted approval
for housing construction. The re-
lease of the first installment for
construction has already taken
place, with eligible recipients re-
ceiving the second and third in-
stallments as their houses take
shape. Field staff members are ac-

tively motivating housing benefi-
ciaries, offering essential techni-
cal guidance to ensure swift
progress.

The construction of segrega-
tion sheds, an integral part of the
Swachh Bharat Mission, is being
diligently executed by Gram
Panchayats. This initiative rein-
forces the commitment to promot-
ing cleanliness and hygiene at the
grassroots level. The Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Scheme
(MGNREGA) is set to kickstart
various projects, offering employ-
ment opportunities to villagers.
District Panchayats have received
directives to expedite the approval
process for construction projects,
aligning with the demands of the
local communities. This strategic
approach aims to not only en-
hance infrastructure but also pro-
vide valuable employment oppor-
tunities to the villagers.

Rural construction gains momentum post election
Mungeli, Dec 07: 

In the recent vote counting for
both assembly constituencies
in the district, it was observed
that 19 candidates received
fewer votes than the "None of
the Above" (NOTA) option.
This data reveals that 2066
voters expressed their dissat-
isfaction with the candidates.
Interestingly, despite the vic-
tory of the BJP candidate, the
use of NOTA was lower this
time compared to previous
elections.
The trend of declining NOTA
usage in Mungeli Assembly
has been noticeable over the
years. In the 2013 Assembly
elections, a significant 5025
voters opted for NOTA. This
number decreased to 4293 in

the 2018 Assembly elections,
reflecting a growing lack of
faith in the contesting candi-
dates.
In 2013, the Election
Commission introduced the
Right to Reject (NOTA) option
for the first time, allowing
voters to reject all candidates
if none were satisfactory. Its
initial usage was relatively
low due to unfamiliarity.
Subsequently, its impact has
gradually waned, with fewer
voters choosing the NOTA
option in recent elections.
Comparatively, this time, a

total of 2066 votes were cast
for NOTA in both assembly
constituencies in the district.
In Mungeli Assembly, where
3150 voters opted for NOTA in
the previous election, the
number decreased to only
1252. In Lormi Assembly, 1143
voters chose NOTA last time,
which reduced to 814 this
time.
In a striking turn of events,
several candidates received
fewer votes than NOTA.
Specifically, nine candidates
in Lormi Assembly and ten
candidates in Mungeli
Assembly garnered fewer
votes than the "None of the
Above" option, highlighting
the growing importance of
voter sentiment in electoral
outcomes.

NOTA option sees reduced
usage in Mungeli Assembly

Mungeli, Dec 07: 

The results of the as-
sembly elections have
been declared, and the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) is set to form the
government. With the elec-
tions behind them, govern-
ment officials and employ-
ees are heaving sighs of
relief, although traces of
election fatigue still linger
within government of-
fices.

In the wake of the elec-
tion results, the public dis-
course has intensified, ig-
niting spirited discus-
sions across the region.

While party members en-
gage in debates over their
victories and losses, the
broader public is also
abuzz with discussions
about the election out-
comes. Chaupals, the tra-
ditional village meeting
places, have become hubs
of activity, adorned with
decorations that reflect

the anticipation sur-
rounding the results.

People are engaging in
light-hearted banter and
expressing their amaze-
ment at some candidates'
victories, while others
admit they had anticipat-
ed a BJP win all along.
There's a shared hope
among the public that the

previously underdevel-
oped Mungeli district will
experience rapid
progress, especially with
the advantage of a double-
engine government and
the presence of influential
local MLAs within the rul-
ing party.

Discussions about the
election results continue
to dominate conversations
in public spaces such as
chaupals, city squares,
and paan stalls. Residents
gather in shops, hotels,
kiosks, and sports
grounds to dissect the
election results.
Speculations about who
will become the Chief
Minister from the district
and the allocation of vari-
ous departments and posi-
tions are hot topics.

The buzz of election dis-
cussions persists from

morning till late at night,
with many messages
going viral on social
media platforms. Some ex-
press their happiness,
while others vent their
frustrations through these
channels. The people ea-
gerly await the morning
newspaper to get the latest
updates on election news.

Even in rural areas, vil-
lagers engage in conversa-
tions about the new gov-
ernment's formation and
its potential policies, with
particular attention to the
promises made in the
election manifesto, such
as farmer loan waivers
and plans to increase the
support price of paddy.
The anticipation and hope
for a brighter future for
Mungeli District are pal-
pable throughout the re-
gion.

Post-election euphoria takes over Mungeli
Local expectations
soar for the 
development of
Mungeli district

KKhhaarroorraa:: The fluctuating weath-
er patterns brought about by
Cyclone Michaung have pre-
sented challenges for farmers in
Chhattisgarh. The prospect of
light rain due to scattered
clouds has disrupted the thresh-
ing of paddy, creating difficul-
ties for farmers. Additionally,
the unpredictable weather has
taken a toll on vegetable culti-
vation. Tuesday afternoon wit-
nessed yet another weather
change, as light drizzles graced
Kharora, located adjacent to
the capital city, Raipur. The
day began with cloudy skies,
which eventually gave way to
rain and cold winds. Farmers
found themselves struggling to
protect their paddy crops from
the unexpected rainfall.
Moreover, vegetable growers
are counting their losses due to
unseasonal rains.

Changing weather
tests farmers’

resilience

Jagdalpur, Dec 07: 

Collector Vijay Dayaram, while ad-
dressing the Science, Mathematics and
Commerce Exhibition and Food Festival
program organized under Children's Day
at Vivekananda English Medium School,
said that continuous efforts are necessary
for the children to achieve the goals set
for their future. The school children dis-
played positive energy and dedication to-
wards the Science, Mathematics and
Commerce exhibition which showcased
their dedication. Recalling his school
days, he congratulated the students and
all the teachers of the school for the good
exhibition. In the program, the Collector
observed various models of the children
and also took cognizance of their useful-

ness in daily life. Also tasted and appreci-
ated the dishes displayed by the children
in the food festival. In the programme, the
school principal Manisha Khatri, while
giving information about the activities of
the school, informed about the good per-
formance of the school children of the in-
stitution in cultural and sports activities
in the country and the state.

On this occasion, the Collector honored
school student and classic dancer Sujoy.
School staff and students were present in
the program.

Continuous efforts are necessary
to achieve the goals set: Dayaram

Organized under Children's
Day in Vivekananda English
Medium School

Bilaspur, Dec 07: 

In a move designed to en-
hance passenger conven-
ience and accessibility, the
South East Central
Railway Bilaspur Division
has introduced a new stop-
page for train services,
benefiting travellers be-
tween Itwari, Tatanagar,
and Bilaspur. The train
number 18109/18110
Tatanagar-Netaji Subhash
Chandra Bose Itwari-
Tatanagar Express and
train number 18113/18114
B i l a s p u r- Ta t a n a g a r-
Bilaspur Express will now
include a halt at Himgir
Railway Station.

Starting from December
5, passengers in the region
will benefit from direct rail

transport to major cities
including Tatanagar,
Bilaspur, Raipur, and
Itwari. This development
addresses the long-stand-
ing demand of passengers
for improved transporta-
tion options. The inaugu-
ration of this facility was
celebrated today with an
official flag-off ceremony,

graced by Honourable
MLA Sundargarh Kusum
Tete and various public
representatives. Divisional
Commercial Manager K.R.
Gopikrishnan, along with
railway officers and em-
ployees, also attended the
event, bringing a sense of
joy and excitement among
the local community.

Himgir station welcomes
new train stoppage by SECR
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COLOMBO SECURITY CONCLAVE

National Security Advisor (NSA) Ajit Doval being welcomed on his arrival for the 6th
NSA-level Meeting of the Colombo Security Conclave, in Mauritius.

GLOBAL DIPLOMATIC MEETING

Chinese President Xi Jinping, center, stands for a group photograph with European Commission President Ursula
von der Leyen, right, and European Council President Charles Michel prior to their meeting at the Diaoyutai State
Guesthouse in Beijing, Thursday, Dec. 7. The leaders of China and the European Union were holding wide-ranging
talks Thursday that included their disputes over trade and a deep divide on the war in Ukraine.

London, Dec 07 (PTI):

British Prime Minister
Rishi Sunak's leadership
of the governing
Conservative Party is fac-
ing turmoil on Thursday
after a bruising Cabinet
resignation and open at-
tacks by backbenchers
over his government's con-
troversial policy to deport
illegal migrants to
Rwanda.

The 43-year-old British
Indian prime minister is
caught in the middle of
two strands within his
party, one on the extreme
right voiced by sacked
home secretary Suella
Braverman calling for an
extreme agenda to over-
ride legal challenges and
the other more centrist
view of the UK not being
seen to breach its human
rights obligations. The
clash came to a head on
Wednesday night when

Robert Jenrick, someone
seen as a Sunak ally, re-
signed as his Immigration
Minister, declaring that
his boss' new Safety of
Rwanda Bill designed to
override a Supreme Court
block "does not go far
enough". "I cannot contin-
ue in my position when I
have such strong disagree-
ments with the direction
of the government's policy
on immigration," wrote
Jenrick in his resignation

letter to Sunak.
Describing the small

boat crossings across the
English Channel by illegal
migrants as doing "untold
damage" to the country,
Jenrick insisted that the
government needed to get
much tougher against
"highly contested interpre-
tations of international
law". "I have therefore con-
sistently advocated for a
clear piece of legislation
that severely limits the op-

portunities for domestic
and foreign courts to block
or undermine the effec-
tiveness of the policy. A
bill of the kind you are
proposing is a triumph of
hope over experience," he
added.

In his reply letter, Sunak
countered by saying that
the new bill would be "the
toughest piece of illegal
migration legislation ever
put forward by a UK gov-
ernment" and that his for-
mer Cabinet ally's opposi-
tion to it was "based on a
fundamental misunder-
standing of the situation".

"If we were to oust the
courts entirely, we would
collapse the entire scheme.
The Rwandan government
has been clear that they
would not accept the UK
basing this scheme on leg-
islation that could be con-
sidered in breach of our
international law obliga-
tions.

Rishi Sunak’s leadership in turmoil
over Rwanda deportation policy

Athens (Greece), Dec 07
(AP): After several years
of strained relations that
raised tensions to alarm-
ing levels, longtime re-
gional rivals Greece and
Turkiye made a signifi-
cant step on Thursday in
mending ties during a
visit to Athens by Turkish
President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan.

Ahead of his one-day
visit, Erdogan had prom-
ised a "win-win" approach
that could lay the founda-
tion for broader coopera-
tion, with hopes of also re-
setting his country's ties
with Western allies.

"It is natural for there to
be problems between two
countries, even more so
among brothers," Erdogan
said after meeting with
Greek Prime Minister
Kyriakos Mitsotakis. "The
issue is the will to resolve
those problems and differ-

ences of opinion."
With both leaders show-

ing a marked departure
from the testy, sometimes
outright belligerent rheto-
ric of the last few years,
Erdogan said of the
Aegean Sea through
which the two NATO
members' border runs:
"We want to convert the
Aegean into a sea of peace

and cooperation. We wish
to be an example to the
world with the joint steps
we will take as Turkiye
and Greece."

"I say it openly,"
Erdogan said, according to
a translation of his com-
ments. "There is no prob-
lem between us so great
that it cannot be resolved,
provided we move with

good faith and we focus on
the big picture."

The longstanding dis-
putes between Greece and
Turkiye have led the two
countries to the brink of
war three times in the last
50 years. Centring on mar-
itime boundaries and ex-
ploration rights for re-
sources in the Aegean Sea
and eastern
Mediterranean, the latest
flare-up occurred in 2020,
when navy ships from the
two countries shadowed
each other in the eastern
Mediterranean.

As relations deteriorat-
ed, Erdogan said as recent-
ly as last year that he no
longer had any interest in
meeting with Mitsotakis.
But Thursday's visit will
be the third time this year
that Erdogan and
Mitsotakis have met, sig-
nalling a significant push
to improve ties.

Turkish, Greek leaders signal markedly
improved ties between the two NATO allies

LLoonnddoonn,,  DDeecc  0077  ((PPTTII))::

The High Commission of
India in London marked the 67th
death anniversary of Dr B R
Ambedkar, observed by the
Buddhist community as
Parinirwan Diwas, with floral
tributes and reflections upon
Babasaheb's message of equal-
ity for all. Acting High
Commissioner of India to the
UK Sujit Ghosh led the ceremo-
ny at Ambedkar Hall in India
House on Wednesday evening
and shared insights into the far-
reaching socio-economic con-
tributions of the "Father of the
Indian Constitution", which
continue to resonate today. "Dr
Amedkar's contributions extend
far beyond the drafting of the
Indian Constitution. His empha-
sis on education as a tool for
empowerment and change has
proved to be transformative; he
recognised that education
could serve as a powerful
equaliser, breaking down barri-
ers of caste and fostering a
sense of self-worth among the
marginalised," said Ghosh in his

address. "His legacy also res-
onates strongly in the economic
sphere. He believed in the
necessity of equitable distribu-
tion of resources and opportuni-
ties, advocating for policies that
would uplift the under-privi-
leged and marginalised sec-
tions of society," he noted.
Representatives from the
Federation of Ambedkarite and

Buddhist Organisations (FABO)
UK, set up to propagate B
RAmbedkar's legacy and
Buddhist ideals, organised
prayers and Bhim Stuti' presen-
tations for the solemn occasion.
Its representatives delved into
different aspects of the life of
the celebrated economist, polit-
ical leader and Dalit rights
activist.

Indian mission in London marks
B R Ambedkar’s Parinirvan Diwas

Floral tributes paid at BR Ambedkar’s memorial on the
occasion of his death anniversary, at Ambedkar Hall in the
High Commission of India, in London, UK.

Grand Island, Dec 07 (AP):

In recent years, city
leaders in Grand Island,
Nebraska, observed that
many workers and stu-
dents were walking or
biking long distances to
their jobs or schools. So
when city administrator,
Laura McAloon, learned
of an opportunity to
study the development of
a bus system to meet
those transportation
needs, she jumped at it.
The opportunity was
funded by the Bill and
Melinda Gates
Foundation, in collabora-
tion with the internation-
al city / County
Management Association,
a network of local govern-
ment administrators. And
it sent McAloon to
Washington along with
other local leaders to
learn about strategies
and policies to lift people
in their community out of
poverty. The Gates
Foundation announced
Thursday that it will do-
nate USD 100 million to
expand its work on eco-
nomic mobility a move
that the country's largest
foundation says is a
change in how it operates,
putting more power in the
hands of grantees and
looking to accelerate the
speed at which its gifts
have impact. The commit-
ment is part of the USD
460 million the founda-
tion said in 2022 it would
donate over four years to
this part of its portfolio.

Ryan Rippel, the found-
ing director for the Gates
Foundation's economic
opportunity and mobility
strategy, said the grants

represent an important
and deliberate change in
how it works, with large
grants going to organiza-
tions that will have a
great deal of autonomy in
directing their own work
and the work of sub-
grantees. The strategy, he
said, is a result of feed-
back they heard from
speaking with others in
the field and the people
they hope to help.

"I went to a conference
in Washington and was
very proudly talking
about a data investment
that we had made that we
think could actually help
governments make very
different decisions about
allocating resources," he
said. "And a woman stood
up in the back of the
room and she shouted, 'I
just need a tank of gas.'
And that really stuck
with me. And it stuck
with our team as a pro-
found lesson that these
are very concrete, daily
needs." The portfolio is a
small portion of the foun-
dation's overall budget,
which was USD 7 billion
last year, but it's grown
significantly. Rippel said
that is because they've
learned so much about
the strategies, interven-
tions and organizations
that can lift people out of
poverty. The continued
expansion of their work,
he said, depends on
whether they meet their
goal of improving eco-
nomic mobility for 50 mil-
lion people in the U.S.
who earn 200 per cent of
the poverty level or less,
which is USD 29,160 in an-
nual income for an indi-
vidual.

Gates Foundation takes 
on poverty in the US with

$100 mn commitmentIIssllaammaabbaadd,,  DDeecc  0077  ((PPTTII))::

Cash-strapped Pakistan has
secured a USD 658 million
financing package, including
an expensive USD 300 million
loan at market rates, from the
Asian Development Bank, days
after Finance Minister
Shamshad Akhtar declared the
country's public debt as
"unsustainable".

The ADB approved a financ-
ing package for Pakistan under
three different loans. Among
other components, these
include USD 300 million for
improving domestic resource
mobilisation; USD 275 million
for rehabilitating schools dam-
aged by the devastating
August 2022 floods; and USD
80 million for enhancing agri-
cultural productivity to
improve food security, accord-
ing to an announcement by the
ADB on Wednesday. The
announcement by the Manila-
based lending agency came as
the World Bank's Debt

Management and
Sustainability Mission met
with Finance Minister AKhtar
to review the debt manage-
ment of the country, reported
the Express Tribune newspa-
per.

Last week, Dr Akhtar
announced that Pakistan's
debt burden has become
"unsustainable" -- a notion to
which World Bank's Vice
President for South Asia
Martin Raiser did not agree. In
an interview, Raiser described
the country's debt as "sustain-
able."

The ADB is already paying
the salaries of half of the staff
of Pakistan's Debt
Management Office, which
should ideally be paid by
Pakistan's finance ministry.

Despite pronouncing the
debt unsustainable, Pakistan
has contracted one of the
expensive loans by the multi-
lateral lenders, which mostly
give financing at concessional
rates.

Cash-strapped Pakistan
secures USD 658 ADB package

Toronto, Dec 07 (PTI):

Several moviegoers in
three different Greater
Toronto Area regions in
Canada were evacuated
and some were treated for
exposure to an unknown
substance sprayed by
masked men in theatres
playing Hindi movies ear-
lier this week, according
to police and media re-
ports.

One such incident hap-
pened around 9:20 p.m. on
Tuesday at a cinema com-
plex in Vaughan, York
Regional Police said in a

statement on Wednesday.
Numerous movie-goers

started coughing after
two men in masks and
hoods sprayed an "un-
known, aerosol-based, ir-
ritating substance into
the air" in a theatre, the
police said.

Around 200 people were
inside when a Hindi film
was playing at the time,
according to police.

Several people were
treated for exposure to
the substance and the the-
atre had to be evacuated,
the police said. No seri-
ous injuries were report-
ed. The suspects however
fled before the police ar-
rived, investigators said.
Police said the first sus-
pect was a Black man

with a light skin tone
while the second man was
described as brown with a
light skin tone.

York police said they
were liaising with both
Peel and Toronto police
about similar incidents
that happened this week,
CBC News reported.

"Coincidentally, they
took place all within less
than three hours on the
same evening," a York po-
lice officer said on
Wednesday.

"So we are certainly
looking into the possibili-
ty that these incidents are
linked." Peel police con-
firmed in a statement that
officers were called to a
theatre in Brampton on
Tuesday following re-

ports of some sort of sub-
stance sprayed on the
premises.

Officers evacuated the
building and there were
no reports of any serious
injuries, it said.

No arrests have been
made yet, the police said.

"It is unknown at this
time if any other inci-
dents are connected but
our investigators are
aware of those incidents
that took place in York
Region and Toronto," the
statement said.

Toronto police said offi-
cers similarly got a call
on Tuesday night about
someone setting off a
"stink bomb" in a theatre
at Scarborough Town
Centre.

Police in Canada evacuate Hindi moviegoers at three theatres
 After unknown 

substance sprayed
into air



Yash Pal Ralhan

I n the aftermath of recent assembly elections, it has become evident
that there is a pressing need for introspection among the political par-

ties vying against the ruling party at the Centre. The performance of a na-
tional party, the AAP, which recently acquired national status, raises crucial
questions. The party contested 215 assembly seats, yet it forfeited its secu-
rity deposit in all of them, receiving fewer votes than those polled for
NOTA. This raises a significant point for reflection for all political parties in
the world's largest democracy. The Cong, too, must take note of the BJP's
journey from a two-member party to a formidable 302-member presence in
the Lok Sabha. Political landscapes are known to witness such fluctuations,
and the recent elections have certainly bruised the opposition, particularly
the Congress. The defeat has left party leaders, workers, and supporters
pondering the effectiveness of their campaign strategies and leadership
choices. However, instead of embracing introspection, there is a likelihood
that the party may resort to pandemonium, walkouts, slogans, and disrup-
tions within the parliament. Such an approach risks further impacting the
morale of Congress members, possibly leading to internal divisions and
factionalism. Post-elections, it has become somewhat customary to attrib-
ute defeats to Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs), an unhealthy and un-
convincing logic. In light of the surprising election outcomes, Prime
Minister Modi has urged opposition MPs not to vent their anger in parlia-
ment. His call for a dignified and constructive approach to parliamentary
proceedings underscores the importance of maintaining decorum and fo-
cusing on the nation's priorities. It is crucial for all political parties, includ-
ing the BJP and Congress, to prioritize the nation's welfare over partisan in-
terests. Rather than adopting a confrontational stance, the assembly elec-
tion results should serve as a catalyst for introspection, reform, and unity.
The upcoming session of Parliament provides the Congress with an oppor-
tunity to reassess its strategy to connect with the masses and articulate a
clear vision for the future. It is a chance to demonstrate resilience and
adaptability in the face of adversity. The somewhat subdued Congress is
now recalibrating its course of action and considering its relationship with
partners in the INDIA bloc. The postponement of the December 6 meeting
to December 17 signifies this introspective phase. However, the ongoing
exchange of unpleasant statements among various political leaders expos-
es the fragile foundation of the bloc, raising concerns about its cohesion.
Rahul Gandhi's limited public statements following the results underscore
the perception of him as a part-time leader. Another crucial takeaway from
these elections is that voters cannot be swayed solely by freebies. Leaders
within the INDIA bloc should refrain from making religious statements that
hurt the sentiments of any community, as these controversies can be detri-
mental to the bloc's unity. At the top of the government's legislative agen-
da for the upcoming session are key bills aimed at replacing colonial-era
criminal laws. It remains to be seen if Parliament can conduct meaningful
debates and business amidst the noise of acrimony and adjournments.
Cracks are beginning to appear within the INDIA bloc, potentially carrying
a heavy cost. It is in their best interest to remain united to effectively
counter the Modi government, which commands a strong following among
the masses. The BJP's hat-trick victories in three Hindi heartland states
have triggered a sense of reevaluation among the Congress' partners. The
INDIA bloc must adopt a give-and-take policy and not remain inflexible on
seat-sharing among its various parties. Dominance struggles within the
bloc can undermine its collective efforts, especially if the parties believe
that the present government is undermining the federal structure and mis-
using institutions like the ED, CBI, and income tax offices. The message
from the voters is unequivocal: they cannot be taken for granted. The time
for introspection is now, and it is essential for all political players to heed
this call and prioritize the interests of the nation above all else.

C inema holds a unique position
in India as the most popular

form of leisure and entertainment. It
serves as a source of dreams, happi-
ness, and hope for millions of under-
privileged people, offering an escape
from their daily struggles into a world
of fantasy. The film industry's luminar-
ies, the actors and actresses, are some
of the most well-known personalities
in India. It is the fame and charisma of
these film stars that often pave the
way for their entry into politics.
Notably, popular film actors have suc-
cessfully established political careers
at the national and state levels across
India, making their presence felt in the
country's political landscape.

TTaammiill  NNaadduu::  PPiioonneeeerrss  
iinn  FFiillmm  SSttaarr  PPoolliittiiccss

The trend of film actors entering poli-
tics found its early success in the south-
ern state of Tamil Nadu. Renowned for-
mer Tamil Nadu chief ministers like
M.G. Ramachandran, Karunanidhi,
Jayalalitha, and M.K. Stalin shared
strong ties with the film industry, and
their popularity on the silver screen
greatly contributed to their political
success. The entry of S.S. Rajendaran,
the first figure from the Tamil film in-
dustry, into politics in 1962 as a DMK
candidate marked the beginning of this
phenomenon.

M.G. Ramachandran, a highly suc-
cessful actor, served as Tamil Nadu's
chief minister from 1977 to 1987.
Similarly, M. Karunanidhi, who served
as Tamil Nadu's chief minister five times

between 1969 and 2011, had a notable
career in the film industry. Jayalalitha, a
beloved heroine in Tamil cinema, held
the position of Tamil Nadu's chief minis-
ter for an impressive 16 years, from
1991 to 2016. In addition to these no-
table examples, other film personalities
closely associated with politics in Tamil
Nadu include Kamal Hassan, Vijayakant,
Sarath Kumar, Napoleon, and Khushbu,
each making their mark in various polit-
ical parties.
AAnnddhhrraa  PPrraaddeesshh::  NN..TT..  RRaammaa  RRaaoo  aanndd  tthhee

LLeeggaaccyy  ooff  FFiillmm  SSttaarr  PPoolliittiiccss
Andhra Pradesh witnessed the suc-

cess of film personalities in politics with
the iconic actor N.T. Rama Rao founding
the Telugu Desam Party in 1982. Within
just nine months of its inception, Telugu
Desam secured a ministerial position in
Andhra Pradesh. The party further
gained prominence by winning 30 seats
in the 1984 Lok Sabha elections, becom-
ing the principal opposition party.
Several Telugu film stars followed in N.T.
Rama Rao's footsteps in the political
arena. Chiranjeevi founded the Praja
Rajyam Party, which later merged with
the Indian National Congress. His broth-
er, Telugu superstar Pawan Kalyan, es-
tablished the Janasena Party in 2014.
Vijayashanthi, a prominent Telugu ac-
tress, shifted between various political
parties, including the BJP and Congress,
during her political journey.

KKaarrnnaattaakkaa::  AAaammbbrreeeesshh  aanndd
SSuummaallaatthhaa''ss  PPoolliittiiccaall  VVeennttuurreess

In Karnataka, film stars have also
made their presence felt in politics.

Aambreesh, a Kannada superstar,
joined the Congress in 1994 and experi-
enced multiple stints in political of-
fices, including as a state minister.
After his passing, his wife Sumalatha
entered politics and was elected as
Karnataka's first independent female
Member of Parliament from the
Mandya constituency in the 2019 Lok
Sabha elections.

WWeesstt  BBeennggaall::  FFiillmm  SSttaarrss  
SShhaappiinngg  PPoolliittiiccaall  LLaannddssccaappee

West Bengal stands as another sig-
nificant state where film personalities
have successfully ventured into politics.
The All India Trinamool Congress and
the BJP have welcomed film stars into
their ranks. Several actors and actress-
es, including Dev, Moon Moon Sen,
Mimi Chakraborty, Nusrat Jahan, and
Rimjhim Mitra, have run for elections on
TMC and BJP tickets, contributing to
the state's political diversity.

SSiimmiillaarr  TTrreennddss  AAccrroossss  IInnddiiaa
The influence of film stars in politics

extends beyond the southern and east-
ern states. States like Odisha and
Assam have seen film personalities ac-
tively participating in politics. The Biju
Janata Dal in Odisha has been receptive
to film personalities like Siddhant
Mohapatra and Prasant Nanda. In
Assam, Jatin Bora, Putra Margherrita,
Krishna Moni Chutis, and others have
contributed to the success of the BJP.
Punjab has also witnessed the involve-
ment of Punjabi film actors like
Bhagwnt Mann, Gurpreet Ghuggi, and
Jassi Jasraj in politics, primarily through
the Aam Aadmi Party. Even in the politi-
cally charged state of Kerala, film actors
like Innocent, K.B. Ganesh Kumar,
Suresh Gopi, Jagadish, and Murali Lenin
Rajendaran have actively participated in
politics, aligning themselves with vari-
ous political parties.

BBoollllyywwoooodd''ss  IImmppaacctt  oonn  IInnddiiaann  PPoolliittiiccss
Bollywood, India's vibrant Hindi film

industry, has also seen its fair share of
actors and actresses venturing into
politics. Amitabh Bachchan's entry
into politics, owing to his close associ-
ation with the Nehru family, resulted in

his successful election to the Lok
Sabha in the 1984 elections. However,
his political career was relatively
short-lived, lasting only three years.
Other notable Bollywood figures who
entered politics include Govinda,
Rajesh Khanna, and Sunil Dutt, who
achieved varying degrees of success
as elected representatives.

TThhee  BBJJPP''ss  AAttttrraaccttiioonn  ttoo  BBoollllyywwoooodd
The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)

has particularly attracted several
Bollywood actors and actresses to its
ranks. Vinod Khanna joined the BJP in
1997 and served as a Member of
Parliament. Dharmendra, Sunny Deol,
Hema Malini, Paresh Rawal, and Smriti
Irani are among the prominent
Bollywood personalities who have as-
sociated themselves with the BJP and
achieved electoral success. In recent
years, the BJP has continued to draw
film stars like Mithun Chakraborty and
Shabana Azmi into its fold, further so-
lidifying the nexus between Bollywood
and Indian politics.

TThhee  AAlllluurree  ooff  FFiillmm  SSttaarrss  iinn  PPoolliittiiccss
The question of why movie stars

enter politics is complex. The glamour
and charisma associated with film
stars have always held allure for politi-
cal parties across the ideological spec-
trum. By fielding celebrities in Lok
Sabha and Assembly elections, politi-
cal parties often bypass the claims of
dedicated party workers and leaders.

For film stars, joining political par-
ties and structures provides them with
political protection and numerous
benefits, while also ensuring the con-
tinuation of their careers in cinema.
However, their demanding schedules
and frequent absences from their con-
stituencies have raised concerns
among voters. 

Despite the challenges and contro-
versies, the trend of film stars enter-
ing politics is likely to persist, espe-
cially as more and more celebrities
seek to align themselves with ruling
parties to safeguard their interests in
both the entertainment industry and
the political arena.
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Self-introspection
The meeting of  INDIA bloc is

being postponed, in this regard,
there is procrastination as well. It
reveals that INDIA bloc has lost its
goal and went stray. Whatever
consequence has been seen in the
Assembly elections should be
kept aside, And try to gather to-
gether and bring harmony among
them and work harder whatever
they have decided must fulfill
within the time. Saying: Success
is simple. Do what's right, the
right way, at the right time.”

SShhaahhnnaawwaazz,,  CChhaammppaarraann  

Task of INDIA Block
It is high time the Opposition lead-

ers looked at the continuously unex-
pected surprise victories of the BJP,
particularly in the p Assembly and
Parliamentary t elections, with con-
cern, and a found out the real reason
for the p same and took appropriate
action to seal the major loopholes. If
they fail to do it right now, they will
be destined to face the same fate, in
the 2024 general elections also.
Moreover, all the opposition parties
should join hands burying their ego
fathoms deep, be prepared for sacri-
fices wherever required and stand as
one and fight the BJP in unison.
Particularly, the Congress party
should shed its big brother attitude
and work in tandem with the other
partners of the INDIA Bloc.

KKaarraann  SSiinngghh,,  CChheennnnaaii  

Deepening 
the Problem

Currently, in the Israel-Hamas and
Russia-Ukraine wars, millions of peo-
ple are forced to leave their homes
and stumble from door to door as
refugees, leaving behind the capital
of their life.This work has been going
on for a long time.Whenever there is
a war between two countries, inno-
cent civilians either die or have to
leave their homes and take shelter
elsewhere. But now no third country
is ready to bear the burden of
refugees.They even seal borders to
restrict the entry of refugees.  All
the wars that have taken place till
date.  They have only pushed hu-
manity towards destruction and as
science is making new inventions,
the horrors of war are becoming
more serious.A universal solution to
this problem has to be found, so that
the displaced people can get the fa-
cility of shelter and food on the
basis of humanity beyond the bor-
ders of the country.

NN  MMaatteeeennii,,  MMuummbbaaii

Need a Strong
Opposition 

A strong opposition plays an im-
portant role in the world's largest
democracy. Otherwise, the ruling
party can pass any arbitrary law in
Parliament, but it is often seen that
whenever there is an hubbub over
any issue in Parliament, the opposi-
tion always gets blamed.It is also
possible that the bill about which
there is lot of fuss in Parliament ac-
tually has some shortcomings?
There are some issues in the country
that governments need to show seri-
ousness about, while the Supreme
Court of the country has been seen
intervening in them.

AAsshhrraaff  NNaawwaazz,,  HHyyddeerraabbaadd
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Vehicles being parked at a flyover amid floods after heavy rainfall in the aftermath of Cyclone Michaung, in Chennai, Thursday, Dec. 7.

AFTERMATH OF CYCLONE MICHAUNG

The Influence of Film Stars in Indian Politics

Central Chronicle invites articles, write-ups, and comments on a wide range of
issues for our editorial page. Submissions should be between 800-900 words in
length. In addition, we welcome letters to the editor for this page. While letters

may be edited for clarity, we aim to preserve the integrity of the original message,
and ask that they be kept to around 50-60 words. Submissions can be sent via

email to editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com.

T he World Meteorological Organization (WMO) has issued a dire
warning: each decade since the 1990s has been hotter than the pre-

vious one, with the years 2011 to 2020 marking the hottest on record. This
isn't just another statistic; it's a resounding alarm bell, a clarion call for col-
lective action. The culprit behind this relentless surge in temperatures is
the rising concentration of greenhouse gases, a grim reminder of our
unchecked industrialization and dependence on fossil fuels. These gases
have not only driven land and ocean temperatures to record highs but have
also set in motion a cascade of consequences, from ice melting at an
alarming rate to the inexorable rise of sea levels. Glaciers around the world
are thinning by an average of one meter per year, a stark testament to the
relentless heat engulfing our planet. The Antarctic continental ice sheet, a
giant reservoir of freshwater, has lost nearly 75 percent more ice between
2011 and 2020 than it did in the preceding decade. The implications are
staggering. Less freshwater availability threatens ecosystems and liveli-
hoods, while low-lying coastal areas face the imminent threat of rising
tides, a relentless march that imperils countless communities. But it's not
just the environment that's at stake. The intensifying weather extremes are
taking a profound toll on our socio-economic development. In a sobering
revelation, the 2011-2020 decade marked the first time since 1950 when
there wasn't a single short-term event resulting in 10,000 or more casual-
ties. While improved early warning systems and disaster management may
have mitigated the loss of human lives, the economic losses have skyrock-
eted. It's a stark reminder that climate change is no longer a distant, ab-
stract concept; it's a pressing reality that affects us all. Weather and cli-
mate-related events have accounted for nearly 94 percent of recorded dis-
aster-induced displacement over the last decade. Heatwaves, relentless
and unforgiving, have claimed the highest number of casualties, while the
wrath of tropical cyclones has inflicted the most extensive economic dam-
age. Amidst these sobering revelations, the WMO, a specialized agency of
the United Nations, has issued a resounding call to action. Presented at the
UN Climate Change Conference, COP28, the report issues an urgent plea to
prioritize one overriding imperative: the reduction of greenhouse gas emis-
sions. It's a clarion call that acknowledges the critical crossroads at which
we stand. Yet, as noble as these goals may be, they are undeniably arduous.
A rapid phase-out of fossil fuels, the very lifeblood of our industrialized
world, presents challenges and complexities that cannot be resolved
overnight. The exponential increase in climate finance, while necessary,
will require time and unwavering commitment from the global community.
But we must not falter. The hottest decade on record is not just a reflection
of our past; it's a harbinger of our future. It's a stark reminder that the con-
sequences of inaction are dire, and they will be borne by generations to
come. Climate change, with its far-reaching impacts, respects neither bor-
ders nor political affiliations. In the face of this mounting crisis, we have a
moral obligation to rise above our differences and act collectively. We must
heed the call for more ambitious climate action, pushing the boundaries of
what we once deemed possible. We owe it to ourselves, to future genera-
tions, and to the fragile ecosystems that sustain life on Earth. Let us not be
remembered as the generation that witnessed the hottest decade but as
the one that rose to the occasion, forging a path toward a more sustainable
and resilient future for all. The clock is ticking, and the world is watching.
The question is, will we rise to meet the challenge?

Searing Reality

Priyanka Saurabh

P hones keep people connected
and help maintain relation-

ships. But in some cases they also be-
come obstacles. Praising someone's
phone in front of someone and insult-
ing someone else has become a big
problem nowadays. Wonder why
today mobile phones are becoming
the reason for rift in relationships?
Whether one believes it or not, in reali-
ty, excessive use of mobile has in-
creased the problems of all of us in so-
cial relationships. In earlier times,
when there were no mobile phones,
people used to meet each other a lot.
The conversation continued. People
understood each other's pain and feel-

ings. Also tried to solve the problems.
Now after the advent of mobile, there
is a lot of talking, but the distance be-
tween hearts has increased a lot.
Proper communication is not happen-
ing between people. The network of
personal problems is increasing and
the foundation of relationships is be-
coming weak. Nowadays, people living
in the same house have started using
smartphones to talk to each other.

Not only this, daily conversations
sitting together and on social media
groups have started happening. In
such a situation, these habits are hav-
ing a direct impact on your relation-
ships. Phubbing is also included in the
new habits that are being formed due
to the inappropriate use of mobile
phones which harms mutual relation-
ships. When you ignore your close re-
lationships because of being glued to
your smartphone, it is called phub-
bing. Phubbing is a term that is associ-
ated with smartphone addiction. This
word is made up of phone and snub-
bing. Snubbing means disrespect or
ignoring. Using smartphones makes it
even more difficult to understand the
emotions of others. It is difficult to
read someone's face when their entire
attention is on their smartphone. This
means that these types of situations
are weaker than face-to-face interac-
tions. Relationships don't develop as

well without meaningful conversa-
tions. In today's era, increasing attach-
ment to mobile is creating a rift in
family relationships.

Mobile has started creating discord
and not love in the relationship be-
tween husband and wife. According to
the Women's Commission, mobile
phones have been the cause of about
75 percent of cases of family discord.
Due to mobile, there are misunder-
standings, discord, fights between
husband and wife and the matter
reaches to divorce. Technology is an
important part of our lives. But its con-
tinuous use is not only spoiling your
mental health but is also driving your
partner and relatives away from you.
In today's digital age, technology has
become an important part of our
everyday life. We have come to rely so
much on our smartphones to stay con-
nected with our loved ones through
social media and video calls.
Advanced technology has made it eas-
ier than ever to connect with those
close to us. While the advent of mobile
phones has made life easier, in some
cases it has also caused harm.

Where earlier it was a necessity,
now it has become an addiction along
with necessity. Such an addiction
without which it has become difficult
for people to spend even a moment.
This addiction is now becoming the

cause of rift in relationships also. It is
often seen that most people are so en-
grossed in their devices that they are
not able to even enjoy the best mo-
ments with others. In such a situation,
sometimes the situation becomes so
bad that misunderstandings start de-
veloping between each other in the re-
lationship. At the same time, continu-
ous use of technology can also harm
your mental health. In today's time
when social media and phones are
everything, people cannot stay away
from them even for a minute. People
keep looking at their phones or scroll-
ing through social media even while
meeting someone. They find it more
important to talk on the phone than in
person. This behavior may be seen as
disrespectful. Due to this, you can dis-
tance yourself from your partner and
the relationship can come on the verge
of breaking.

To ensure that your relationship re-
mains intact, you should take short
digital detox breaks from electronic
devices whenever needed. According
to experts, a digital detox can improve
both your relationships and health. To
avoid this problem, you should mini-
mize the use of your phone during im-
portant conversations, sitting at home
with family members, or during per-
sonal conversations. The phone should
not become a hindrance in spending

quality time with your loved ones. Set
a time limit for using your smartphone
and try to pay more attention to your
present. You should get information
about what is happening around you
directly instead of through the phone.
Try to reduce the time of using smart-
phones and connect more directly
with people. By doing this you will be
able to manage both things. Balance
making time for friends you make on
your smartphone or social media and
those around you.

Make sure to make people believe
how much you trust them. With the use
of smartphones and social media, you
need to understand that your relation-
ships are much more important and
meaningful. Tension or distance in rela-
tionships can have a deep impact on
your life. Nowadays, mobile phones are
also becoming the first cause of death
on the road. Also a major reason for
spoiling relationships. Instead of
spending quality time with each other,
people are busy sending messages to
their virtual friends. As a society, let us
understand the utility of this device
and avoid its wasteful use at the cost of
time and relationships so that we can
hold on to the happiness that is slipping
away from our hands unknowingly.
((WWrriitteerr  iiss  RReesseeaarrcchh  SScchhoollaarr  iinn  PPoolliittiiccaall

SScciieennccee,,  PPooeetteessss,,  IInnddeeppeennddeenntt  
jjoouurrnnaalliisstt  aanndd  ccoolluummnniisstt..))

Mobile phones becoming the enemy of our relationships

Time to Introspect

Hottest Decade’s Wake-Up Call

Challenges and Opportunities for INDIA Bloc
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High-ticket loans

New Delhi: Fintech
firm One97
Communications,
which operates in the
name of the Paytm
brand, will focus on
high-ticket loans and
go slow on loans that
are less than Rs 50,000,
a senior company offi-
cial said on
Wednesday. Paytm
President and Chief
Operating Officer
Bhavesh Gupta said
the company's mer-
chant loan portfolio is
performing better
now compared to con-
sumer loans. "We are
seeing better perform-
ance on the merchant
side than the con-
sumer side. We will
try to do a lot more
there. Our focus now
on the calibration of
business is on high
ticket, slowing down
to less than Rs 50,000,"
Gupta said during an
analyst call. He said
postpaid loans will
gradually start reduc-
ing in the overall lend-
ing business.

Fintech event 

New Delhi: Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi will address
the second edition of
the flagship finan-
cial technology
event Infinity Forum
2.0 on Saturday, the
finance ministry
said on Wednesday.
The event will be
hosted by the
International
Financial Services
Centres Authority
(IFSCA) and GIFT
City, under the aegis
of Government of
India, the ministry
said. The forum is
hosted by IFSCA as a
global thought lead-
ership platform on
financial services,
where progressive
ideas, pressing prob-
lems, innovative
technologies from
across the world get
discovered, dis-
cussed and devel-
oped into solutions
and opportunities.

Price hike
New Delhi:
Automaker Hyundai
Motor India Ltd on
Thursday said it will
hike the prices of its
vehicles from next
month citing rising
input cost, adverse
exchange rate and
increase in commod-
ity prices. The com-
pany, which sells a
range of vehicles
starting from Grand
i10 Nios to electric
SUV IONIQ5, priced
between Rs 5.84 lakh
to Rs 45.95 lakh,
however, did not
specify the quantum
of the proposed
price increase to be
effective from
January 1, 2024. The
price increase is
owing to rising
input cost, adverse
exchange rate and
increase in commod-
ity prices, amongst
other reasons,
Hyundai Motor
India Ltd (HMIL),
said in a statement.

New Delhi, Dec 07: 

Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Thursday said India con-
tinues to maintain the mo-
mentum of the fastest-
growing major economy,
with all sectors contribut-
ing significantly in eco-
nomic activities. Replying
to a short-duration discus-
sion on the state of the
economy in the Rajya
Sabha, the minister also
highlighted the various
achievements of the Modi
government since May
2014.

"The second quarter
growth was very high, it is
the highest in the world.
We continuously maintain
that momentum of being
the fastest-growing econo-
my," Sitharaman said. She
further said that in just

the last eight years, India
has become the fifth
largest economy from the
10th in 2014. "The activi-

ties are all across the econ-
omy. It's not as if one sec-
tor is doing well...All sec-
tors are growing and
growing significantly for
us to notice it," she said.
She emphasised that the
manufacturing sector is
also contributing signifi-
cantly to the economy on
the back of measures
taken by the government,
including the Make-In-
India programme and pro-
duction-linked incentive
(PLI) scheme.

India is the second most
sought-after manufactur-
ing destination in world,
she added. The finance
minister further informed
the House that direct tax
collection grew by 21.82 pc
this year till November 9
and monthly GST collec-
tions have stabilised at Rs
1.6 lakh crore in a sign of

economic growth.
Dismissing assertions on
the employment front,
Sitharaman said the un-
employment rate has de-
clined to 10 per cent from
17.8 per cent in 2017-18. She
further said 13.5 crore peo-
ple have come out of
'multi-dimensional' pover-
ty in the last five years.
Several Opposition mem-
bers also raised concern
over the rising prices in
the country.

To this, the minister
replied that the govern-
ment has taken "quite a
few" measures to check in-
flation. The retail inflation
based on the consumer
price index (CPI) had
touched a high of 7.8 per
cent in April 2022.
However, now it has been
close to the Reserve Bank's
target of 4 per cent.

All sectors contributes significantly
to high GDP growth: FM Sitharaman

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman speaks in the

Rajya Sabha during the Winter
session of Parliament, in New

Delhi, Thursday, Dec. 7.

New Delhi, Dec 07:  

India has the potential to
grow at 8 per cent as the
country is labour-rich with
enough institutional matu-
rity of a functioning
democracy, Niti Aayog vice
chairman Suman Bery
said on Thursday. Bery
also cautioned that North
India has not been doing
well traditionally com-
pared to South India, and
this can create tensions in
a federal polity. "So, 8 per
cent growth or something
approximating that means
continuous change that
needs to be politically man-
aged," he said while ad-
dressing the Global
Economic Policy Forum
2023, organised by the
Confederation of Indian
Industry (CII) and the fi-

nance ministry. According
to Bery, the modernisation
journey of India is unusu-
al and unique. "And if I
wanted to bet on India for
the next 25 years, I would
point to first, the fact that
we are not labour con-
strained in a world which
is increasingly labour con-
strained. But much more
importantly...we have the
institutional maturity of a
functioning democracy
with established rules of
the game for the transfer of
power we have just seen
magnificently in the state
elections," he added. Bery
noted that economic

growth in a country like
India is a prerequisite for
equity. "So, growth is not
an end in itself, but it is a
means to an end to raise
living standards and se-
cure India's strategic and
institutional economy," he
said. Bery pointed out that
India is the fastest-growing
major economy but still
the lowest per capita in-
come country in the G20.
"Growth needs to be both
inclusive as well as pro-
people, and women-led
growth will be critical for
attaining positive out-
comes.

"The challenge is to use
the mature institutional
democratic structure of
India to realise its potential
in the Amrit Kaal," the Niti
Aayog vice chairman said.
He emphasised that growth
must be prioritised to
achieve domestic and inter-
national objectives of high-
er living standards and se-
curing India's strategic and
institutional economy.

India a labour-rich country: Niti VC
With enough 
institutional 
maturity; can 
register 8 pc growth

New Delhi, Dec 07:  

India requires high eco-
nomic growth to invest in
energy transition, Chief
Economic Advisor (CEA)
V Anantha Nageswaran
said, observing that the
country needs time to
move away from coal to re-
newable energy.
Addressing an event here,
India is well ahead of
other G20 countries in
meeting the Nationally
Determined Contributions
(NDCs) target. "(India)
needs high economic
growth to invest in energy
transition... We basically
need the time to move
away from coal towards
other fossil fuels, and later
on towards other renew-
able energy," he said.
NDCs are national action

plans adopted by various
countries to limit the
earth's average tempera-
ture rise to well below two
degrees Celsius and
preferably to 1.5 degrees
Celsius compared to the
pre-industrial (19850-1900)
levels. "You will have to
use coal for quite some
time," he said.

Nageswaran noted that
the fear of carbon emis-
sions is driving the West,
particularly, Europe to-
wards the impossible trin-
ity of net zero, fiscal pru-
dence and economic com-
petitiveness.

"Now, talking about
keeping the temperature
increase to 1.5 degrees
Celsius below pre-indus-
trial levels...is to impose a
huge amount of cost and
burden on countries recov-
ering from COVID, strug-
gling with lower growth,
higher debt etc," he
opined. Noting that no-
body is denying there is
global warming, the CEA
said it is important to
recognise the trade-offs, it
is important to recognise
prioritisation over differ-
ent horizons.

New Delhi, Dec 07: 

Italian superbike maker
Ducati on Thursday said it
will hike prices of select
models from January 1,
2024. The updated prices
will come into effect across
selected models and vari-
ants of the bikes and will
be applicable on all official
company dealerships in
the country, the company
said in a statement. "Due to
an increase in operational

and other costs related to
production, this price cor-
rection will be introduced
across the product range
while maintaining the
brand's luxury positioning
in the premium motorcy-
cle segment," Ducati India
MD Bipul Chandra said.
Ducati sells models like
Multistrada V4 S Grand
Tour, DesertX Rally,
Multistrada V4 RS and the
Hypermotard 698 Mono in
India.

Ducati to hike prices of
select models from January

India needs high economic growth
to invest in energy transition: CEA

New Delhi, Dec 07:  

Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Thursday said the budget to
be presented on February 1,
2024 would not have any
"spectacular announce-
ment" as it would be a vote
on account in run up to the
general elections. "It is a
matter of truth that
February 1, 2024 budget that
will be announced will just
be a vote on account because
we will be in an election
mode. So the budget that the
government presents will
just be to meet the expendi-
ture of the government till a
new government comes to
play," she said. Speaking at
the CII Global Economic
Policy Forum, Sitharaman
said the country would be

preparing for the Lok Sabha
elections which are due in
the summer of 2024. Hence
the February 1 budget, fol-
lowing the British tradition,
is called vote on account.
"No spectacular announce-
ments come in that time (in
vote on account). So you will
have to wait till after new
government comes in and
presents next full Budget in
July 2024," Sitharaman said.
On February 1, 2024,
Sitharaman will present an
interim budget for 2024-25
fiscal, beginning April 1,
2024, in the Lok Sabha. The
interim budget which is also
known an a vote on account
will allow the incumbent
government to undertake
expenditures till a new gov-
ernment is formed after gen-
eral elections.

No ‘spectacular announcement’
likely in February 1 budget, says

finance minister

CII GLOBAL ECONOMIC POLICY FORUM

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, CII President R Dinesh, Director General
Chandrajit Banerjee and Harvard University Prof Ricardo Hausmann at the CII Global
Economic Policy Forum 2023, in New Delhi, Thursday, Dec. 7.

Gandhinagar, Dec 07:  

For India to become a de-
veloped nation, it will have
to repose faith in young-
sters, handhold and men-
tor them and celebrate
their failures, Union
Education and SKill
Development and
Entrepreneur Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan said
on Wednesday. He said
there is no shortcut to the
goal of India becoming a
developed nation.

"If we are to become a de-
veloped country, there is no
shortcut. We have to repose
faith in our youngsters, we
have to handhold them,
mentor them, celebrate
their failures. Then only
we can create an ecosys-
tem. I am happy that with
Prime Minister Modi's vi-
sion, Gujarat is at the fore-
front of this model,"
Pradhan said.

He was addressing a

roundtable discussion of
unicorns and venture
funds ahead of "Start-up
Conclave-2023" organised
as part of a pre-Vibrant
Gujarat Global Summit
event here in Gandhinagar.

"Today, India is the num-
ber fifth economy of the
world. What is the
roadmap ahead for all of us
in the 'Amrit Kaal?' We
have to make India a devel-
oped country. We have no
alternative to this. How to
achieve that? We have to re-
pose faith in our young-

sters, on our new business
models," he further said.

The primary feature of
the start-up ecosystem is to
place trust in all stakehold-
ers, stated the minister.

"Failure is a must. When
somebody fails, he has two
options -- he will cease to
create, or he may come out
with a bigger idea. Big fail-
ures bring big success...
You have to fail. Only by
failing will you be able to
do something big," he
maintained.

Pradhan said today edu-
cational campuses have be-
come an epicentre of the
start-up ecosystem. The
National Education Policy
2020 (NEP 2020)places em-
phasis on creating skilled
manpower.

Prime Minister Modi's
emphasis on the need for
wealth creators and job cre-
ators is the fundamental of
the ecosystem, and NEP
2020 is putting emphasis on

this area, the Union minis-
ter said. "It is a nice coinci-
dence that India is an aspi-
rational society, a young
country, and there is a
bounce in the market. The
purchasing capacity of av-
erage India is increasing
day by day. People are com-
ing out of below poverty
level. ..Spending behaviour
of the country is changing.
Here there is a big scope
with the kind of digital
public infrastructure that
we have," he said.

Representatives at the
event deliberated on vari-
ous aspects of the start-up
ecosystem covering topics
such as investment land-
scape, innovation and re-
search, government sup-
port, market access and
funding, among others,
with an aim to come out
with an agreement on ac-
tionable steps, responsibili-
ties, and follow-up mecha-
nisms.

Mumbai, Dec 07:  

The rupee depreciated
4 paise to close at 83.36
(provisional) against the
US dollar on Thursday,
tracking elevated
American currency in
the overseas market and
a muted trend in domes-
tic equities. Forex
traders said the rupee
traded in a narrow range
as the support from eas-
ing crude oil prices was
negated by strong dollar
demand from importers.
At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the
local unit opened at 83.36
and touched a low of
83.37 against the green-
back. It finally settled at
83.36 (provisional)
against the dollar, down
by 4 paise from its previ-
ous close. On Wednesday,
the rupee appreciated by
5 paise and settled at
83.32 against the green-
back. "Indian rupee trad-
ed on a flat note on
Thursday. A positive US
Dollar and weak domes-
tic markets weighed on
the rupee. However,
weak crude oil prices
and FII inflows support-
ed the rupee at lower lev-
els," said Anuj
Choudhary - Research
Analyst at Sharekhan by
BNP Paribas. The rupee
is expected to trade with
a slight negative bias on
positive tone in the US
Dollar and risk aversion
in global markets,
Choudhary added.

Rupee falls 4 paise
to close at 83.36
against US dollar

Don’t be afraid to fail, big failures bring
big success, says Union minister Pradhan

Mumbai, Dec 07:  

Benchmark equity in-
dices Sensex and Nifty
snapped their seven-day
winning streak on
Thursday due to profit tak-
ing by investors after re-
cent sharp gains triggered
by negative cues from
Asian markets. The 30-
share BSE Sensex fell
132.04 points, or 0.19 per
cent, to close at 69,521.69.
The gauge hit the lowest
intra-day level of 69,320.53.

Broader index Nifty also
declined 36.55 points, or
0.17 per cent, to settle at
20,901.15. Analysts said
crude oil prices in interna-
tional markets failed to
boost sentiment amid sell-
ing pressure from foreign
institutional investors
even as traders stayed on
the sidelines ahead of
RBI's monetary policy de-
cision.

The Reserve Bank of
India is expected to main-
tain the status quo on the
interest rate in its bi-
monthly monetary policy
decision to be announced
on Friday. Major laggards
among Sensex con-
stituents included Bharti
Airtel, Hindustan
Unilever, Tata Steel and
ITC. Power Grid,
UltraTech Cement, NTPC
and Titan emerged as
winners.

New Delhi, Dec 07:  

Adani Group has plans to
invest USD 75 billion in en-
ergy transition initiatives
by 2030, its chairman
Gautam Adani said on
Wednesday. The invest-
ments will boost the group's
vision to have 45 gigawatts
of renewable energy capaci-
ty by 2030, Adani said in a
statement. "We are commit-
ted to large-scale renew-
ables, developing an indige-
nous fully integrated manu-
facturing ecosystem and
green hydrogen solutions.
At the Adani portfolio level,
a total investment of USD 75
billion by 2030 on our energy
transition initiatives will
further our vision to have 45
GW renewable energy ca-
pacity by 2030 and strength-
en the pivotal role played by
AGEL in India's glide path
to decarbonisation," the
group chairman said. The

investments will be execut-
ed through Adani Green
Energy Limited (AGEL).
AGEL has emerged as the
second-largest global solar
PV developer in the US-
based Mercom Capital
Group's latest annual global
report. "The company's out-
standing performance and
contribution to the renew-
able energy landscape have
earned it the prestigious sec-
ond rank among the world's
foremost solar PV develop-
ers," the statement said.

Adani Group to invest $ 75 bn on
energy transition initiatives by
2030: Chairman Gautam Adani

Stock markets snap seven-day 
winning run; Sensex falls 132 points

Mumbai, Dec 07:  
The Reserve Bank-led
Monetary Policy Committee
(MPC) is unlikely to tweak
repo rates till June next year,
according to a foreign broker-
age report. The bi-monthly
MPC meeting started on
Wednesday and the decision
on rates will be announced on
Friday. According to the report
by Deutsche Bank, the interest
rate cycle appears to have
peaked and the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) is unlikely to go
for further hikes, unless
absolutely necessary. The rate
is likely to be cut in June, it
said. The RBI hiked the repo
rate last on February 23, when
it was raised to 6.5 per cent.
With the RBI continuing to
maintain tight liquidity, short-
term rates are hovering
around 6.85-6.9 per cent,
which is 35-40 bps higher than
the repo rate.

RBI unlikely to cut
rates before June:

Deutsche Bank



Constables promoted to
rank of head constable

Central Chronicle News

G a u r e l a - P e n d r a -
Marwahi, Dec 07: A total
of 23 constables have been
promoted to the rank of
head constables here in the
region, namely Constable
Ramkrishna Mishra,
Rajendra Kumar Bhardwaj,
Pawan Rathore,
Sanshudhan Baraith,
Jagdish Narayan Shambhu
Namdev, Santosh Kumar
Banjare, Chandra Pratap
Singh, Manharan Singh
Maravi, Ajay Rajput,
Parmeshwar Singh,
Motiram Paikra, Ravi
Tripathi, Chaupal Kashyap,
Madan Singh Armon ,
Santosh Kumar Tiwari,
Sushant Kumar Verma,
Ramdik Lal Jaiswal,
Mohanlal Rajak Ashish
Mishra, Vinod Pratap Singh

Parihar, Ranjit Singh
Kanwar, Devnarayan
Rathore and Satish Yadav.

It may be noted that this
year, departmental promo-
tion examination of quali-
fied constables was conduct-
ed for the vacant posts of
head constables in the dis-
trict, out of which the merit
list of 23 constables was re-
leased by Inspector General
of Police Bilaspur Range on
08/06/2023.

In compliance with the
order, the constables pro-
moted after the departmen-
tal promotion course on
5/12/2023 have been made
head constables. In this se-
quence, on 05/12/2023,
Superinten-dent of Police
Yogesh Patel and Additional
Superintendent of Police
Mrs. Manisha Thakur
Raote, Deputy

Superintendent of Police
Meera Aggarwal put the rib-
bon of the head constable in
the Police Control Room
GPM and congratulated
them.

Superintendent of Police
Shri Patel while addressing
all the promoted head con-
stables said that all of you
will discharge your respon-
sibilities in a better manner
and will maintain the image
of the police department.

On this occasion,
Superintendent of Police
Mr. Yogesh Patel,
Additional Superinten-dent
of Police Mrs. Manisha
Thakur Raote, Deputy
Superintendent of Police
Mrs. Meera Aggarwal,
Reserve Inspector Mr.
Bhupendra Kurre, promot-
ed head constables and of-
fice staffs were present.

Central Chronicle News

Kawardha, Dec 07: In a
dedicated effort to safe-
guard the interests of
farmers, Crop Insurance
Week is being observed
from December 6 to 12 in
the Rabi year 2023-24
under the Prime Minister
Crop Insurance Scheme.

As part of this initia-
tive, the district wit-
nessed the flagging off of
the "Bima Rath," a mobile
vehicle designed to pro-
mote crop insurance
among farmers cultivat-
ing Rabi crops. District
Panchayat member
Ramkumar Bhatt inaugu-
rated this significant
campaign.

The Bima Rath initia-
tive aims to maximize
awareness about crop in-

surance among farmers
cultivating Rabi crops in
the district. These mobile
units will work closely
with field staff from the
Agriculture Department
to engage with farmers at
the village level, provid-
ing valuable information
and assistance.

Deputy Director of
Agriculture, Rakesh
Sharma, highlighted that
in the Rabi year 2023-24,
four key crops - wheat,

gram, mustard, and lin-
seed - have been identified
for crop insurance cover-
age in the district.

Farmers will contribute
a premium amount of 1.5
percent of the total in-
sured amount to secure
their crops. Premium
rates vary, with rates of
Rs 570 per hectare for
gram, Rs 630 for irrigated
wheat, Rs 345 for non-irri-
gated wheat, Rs 240 for lin-
seed, and Rs 345 per

hectare for rye-mustard.
Farmers who have in-

sured their crops, espe-
cially arhar and harvest-
ed paddy from Kharif
2023, can now take advan-
tage of crop insurance
protection. In response to
unseasonal rains, farm-
ers are encouraged to re-
port crop damage within
72 hours to the toll-free
number of the respective
insurance company at
1800-209-5959.

Central Chronicle News

Kurud, Dec 07:
Development Block
Resource Coordinator of
Kurud District Dhamtari
Development Block from
Chhattisgarh, Rajesh
Kumar Pandey has been
selected by the National
Educational and Planning
Administration, New
Delhi for the National
Award for Innovation in
E d u c a t i o n a l
Administration.

National Conference on
Innovations and Good
Practices in Educational
Administration and
Award Presentation
Ceremony as the out-
standing educational in-
novative administrator of
the district and block at
the national level for inno-
vation in educational ad-
ministration on 4-5

December 2023 at Dr.
Ambedkar International
Centre, 15, Janpath, Held
in New Delhi, where se-
lected officers from all the
states of India presented
their innovations in the
conference, in which the
innovation selected from
Chhattisgarh was not
only appreciated by all the
judges, but the judges
themselves gave addition-
al time to Development

Block Resource
Coordinator Rajesh
Pandey for the presenta-
tion of Chhattisgarh.

Keeping the presenta-
tion of BRCC Rajesh
Pandey, the youngest
youth officer selected for
the National Award, in
the category of improving
the functioning of govern-
ment schools, feedback
was taken by the entire
educational and planning

administration team on
the work being done in
Kurud development
block.

During the Covid peri-
od, online classes were
successfully conducted as
a block nodal in which the
district stood first by
adding the maximum
number of children to on-
line classes.

In the development
block , with the help of
public representatives,
special parent contact
campaign to include chil-
dren in the mainstream of
education, educational di-
alogue with teachers, reg-
ular monitoring, impor-
tant schemes of
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment, Sughghar
Padhwaiya, non-residen-
tial education training,
FLN, Kindergarten, active
PLC was actively done.

Rain disrupts normal life
Central Chronicle News

Rajim, Dec 07: Cyclone
Michaung has changed
the daily routine of the
people as it has been rain-
ing for the last three-four
days, due to which the
weather has become com-
pletely cold.

Meanwhile, due to cold,
people resorted to warm
clothes, even this did not
reduce the cold, therefore
may have lit bonfires and
the demand for inflamma-
ble items like wood, pieces
of paper, sacks, para etc.
has increased.

In view of the biting
cold, the city residents are
demanding from the
Nagar Panchayat to pro-
vide wood for lighting bon-
fires in the intersections.

Also due to falling
water the road is
filled with mud and
school going chil-
dren are driving
very carefully and it
is important to men-
tion that
Chaubebandha road
has become very di-
lapidated these days
due to running of
sand loading high-
way, therefore,
pedestrians are
walking carefully.
Bikes, cycles and
other vehicles were
also covered with
mud and here, due to
falling water, the harvester
machine is not able to go
to the fields.

Due to rain, farmers
have stopped paddy har-

vesting and threshing
work and there is no ar-
rival of paddy in the pro-
curement centres.
Farmers Doomansingh
Thakur, Baburam Pal, Om

Prakash Sahu, Santosh
Sonkar, Jhumuk Sahu told
that the harvester ma-
chine was about to arrive
in the paddy field, when it
started raining and now

the machine owners are
saying that our machine
will get stuck as soon as it
goes to the field. Raipur
Road, Mahasamund Marg,
Devbhog Gariaband
National Highway,
Rajivlochan Temple Road
in the city are flooded at
some places, due to which
people are facing prob-
lems.

Farmer Jagmohan
Patel said that he has got
a token dated 8th for sell-
ing paddy,and the paddy
is still in the field and has
not been harvested. On
Wednesday, the tempera-
ture in Rajim ranged
from 19 degrees Celsius
to 21 Celsius and if the
rains continue like this,
farmers may have to suf-
fer huge losses.

Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar death
anniversary celebrated

Central Chronicle News

Anwari, Dec 07: On the
death anniversary of
Bharat Ratna Dr. Bhimrao
Ambedkar, Bhim Sena of
village Anwari remem-
bered him by paying hom-
age and highlighted the
contribution of Ambedkar
in nation building.
Bhimrao Ambedkar was
popularly known as Baba
Saheb Ambedkar and he
breathed his last on 6
December 1956, since then
that day is celebrated as
Mahaparinirvan Day.

The chief guest of the
program was Satnami
Samaj Bhakhara Block
President Tejeshwar
Kurre who in his address
said that Dr. Ambedkar,

one of the main architects
of the Indian Constitution,
dedicated his life for social
justice, and gave a unique
gift to the country in the
form of the Constitution,
which is the cornerstone
of our democracy.

In the program special
guests were Sarpanch
Puneshwar Sahu,

Bhuneshwar Sahu,
Lekhram Sahu, Hitendra
Mandal, Mulchand
Chandel, Convenor
Lomesh Kumar,
Tikeshwar Kurre, Shiva
Kurre, Krishna,
Parmeshwar, Nageshwar,
Uddit, Sagar, Mahendra,
Vikas, Kundan and many
others.
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National Award to BRCC Rajesh Pandey Crop insurance promotes protection for farmers
Bima Rath flags off campaign for crop insurance awareness

SECR GM ensures rail safety and development
Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Dec 07: Alok
Kumar, the General
Manager of South East
Central Railway (SECR),
conducted a comprehen-
sive inspection of rail de-
velopment and safety
measures in the Anuppur-
Jhalwara railway section
on December 6.

The examination en-
compassed track safety,
signal interlocking points,
and level crossing gates,
with a focus on enhancing
rail infrastructure. During
the inspection, Alok
Kumar closely examined
safety measures and as-
sessed the progress of the
Amrit Bharat Station
Scheme at Anuppur,
Shahdol, and Umaria rail-
way stations.

Safety and Progress

Assessment: The inspec-
tion began at Anuppur sta-
tion, where safety parame-
ters were meticulously re-
viewed. A women's bar-
rack for the Railway
Protection Force, responsi-
ble for passenger security,
was also inspected.

C o m m u n i t y
Engagement: Alok Kumar

engaged with local public
representatives to gather
insights into their con-
cerns. Discussions with
media representatives cov-
ered various topics, in-
cluding passenger ameni-
ties, security measures,
safety protocols, and ongo-
ing construction projects.

The inspection extended

to the manned level cross-
ing BK-69 (Udhiya Road
Gate) between Chada-
Singhpur stations, where
various safety features
and gate operation proce-
dures were meticulously
examined. The General
Manager interacted with
the DTM-04 gang team
working in the section to
gather insights on safety
precautions, equipment
availability, and track
maintenance.

I n f r a s t r u c t u r e
Evaluation: The inspec-
tion extended to Shahdol
Station, covering critical
areas such as the
Circulating Area, Booking
Office, Electrical Sub
Station, RPF Barrack,
Accident Relief
Equipment, Wagon and
Carriage Office, Crew
Lobby, Running Room, and

Health Unit.
Bridge and Track

Assessment: Railway
Bridge No. 132 and a speed
trial between Birsinghpur-
Karkeli stations were scru-
tinized. At Umaria station,
the entire area, including
the relay room, point,
yard, track, and railway
colony, underwent meticu-
lous inspection.

Quality and Future
Focus: Alok Kumar em-
phasized the importance
of completing ongoing
construction projects re-
lated to passenger facili-
ties and operations
promptly, with a keen eye
on future requirements.
The priority is to ensure
high-quality passenger fa-
cilities and redevelopment
while upholding stringent
railway safety and securi-
ty standards.

Conducts thorough inspection for safety and development standards

Collector honours election 
workers for maintaining fairness

Central Chronicle News

Korba, Dec 07: Collector
and District Election
Officer, Saurabh Kumar,
extended his heartfelt
gratitude to the unsung
heroes behind the scenes
of the Assembly
Elections 2023. He recog-
nized the diligent efforts
of master trainers, micro
observers, officers, and
employees who worked
tirelessly to ensure the in-
tegrity of the elections in
the district.

During the post-elec-
tion event held at the
District Panchayat
Assembly Hall, Collector
Saurabh Kumar com-
mended the dedication
and commitment dis-
played by all involved.

He expressed his satis-
faction with the flawless

execution of the election
process, noting that no
complaints or allegations
had arisen, thus preserv-
ing the trust of the peo-
ple. I believe that not
being negative is more
important than being pos-
itive.

Collector also encour-
aged those who may have
made mistakes to learn
from them and enhance
their performance. He
emphasized the impor-
tance of conducting elec-
tions with utmost serious-
ness, as any negligence
could impact one's career.

Stressing fairness and
transparency, he urged

swift action against any
work-related lapses to set
an example for others.
Highlighting the effective-
ness of the election team,
Kumar praised their
timely completion of as-
signed tasks.

Returning officers
shared their experiences,
indicating that continu-
ous review and guidance
from senior officers
streamlined the election
process, resulting in
peaceful voting and vote
counting in the district.

Collector  acknowl-
edged the vital role played
by the media in dissemi-
nating information about

election-related activities
to the public. He ex-
pressed his gratitude for
maintaining a positive at-
mosphere through vari-
ous media channels, both
print and electronic.

In recognition of their
invaluable contributions,
Kumar personally hon-
oured several election of-
fice employees, including
Ramniwas Sahu, RK
Shrivas, Sheetal Agarwal,
Deendayal Bhardwaj, and
Pitamber Patel. They
were presented with cer-
tificates and heartfelt
handshakes as a token of
appreciation for their out-
standing work.

Not being negative is
more important than
being positive:
Collector

Manendragarh Samarpan Club
spreads joy and inspiration

Central Chronicle News

Manendragarh, Dec 07:
The Government Pre-
Secondary School in
Jhagrakhand witnessed a
grand program organized
by The All India
Association Manendra-
garh Samarpan Club,
bringing smiles and moti-
vation to the young minds.
The event, graced by es-
teemed guests and filled
with exciting activities,
left a lasting impact on the
students.

The festivities com-
menced with the worship
of Chhattisgarh Mahatari,
followed by a warm wel-
come to all attendees and
musical entertainment.
Head teacher, Veerangana
Srivastava, extended her
heartfelt greetings to the
gathering.

Club President Preeti

Jaiswal, Vice District
President Anita
Farmania, and hon-
ourable Indira Sengar
Madam delivered inspir-
ing speeches, encouraging
the children to set ambi-
tious goals and focus on
their studies.

To engage the young par-
ticipants, the club organ-
ized a variety of competi-
tions, including painting,
essay writing, spoon races,
and even pot breaking. The
highlight of the day was a
captivating women's tug-
of-war competition.

Vice District President
Anita Farmania distrib-
uted warm sweaters to the
primary and secondary
school students, ensuring
they stay cozy during the
winter season. Prizes for
the competitions were pre-
sented by Pratibha, spread-
ing joy among the chil-
dren. Additionally, the club
provided sanitary pads to
support the girls' hygiene
needs.

The women of the club
were honoured with me-
mentos as a token of ap-
preciation for their gener-
ous contributions to the
school and the community.
The event was attended by
Club Area Secretary
Pammi Arora, Club
Treasurer Preeti Agarwal,
Rajni Agarwal, Pratibha
Agarwal, Leena Shah, as
well as dedicated school
teachers Ramanuj Tiwari,
Shubham, Kaveri Singh,
Vandana Singh, and
Anupama Singh, along
with all members of the
school family.

Children delighted
with competitions and
thoughtful gifts
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Mirpur, Dec 07 (AP):

A day after 15 wickets
tumbled, there wasn't a
ball bowled on Thursday
because of rain on Day 2 of
the second cricket test be-
tween Bangladesh and
New Zealand.

There was no sign of the
rain stopping so match of-
ficials called stumps early
and ruled that play would
start earlier than sched-
uled on Friday.

Bangladesh has a 117-
run lead and control of the
match as it bids for a first
ever Test cricket series
win over New Zealand.

After skipper Najmul
Hossain Shanto won the
toss and opted to bat,
Bangladesh was bowled
out for 172 runs with
Mushfiqur Rahim top-
scoring on 35.

That dismissal made
Mushfiqur the first
Bangladeshi batter to be
given out for handling the
ball and obstructing the
field. Bangladesh's spin-

ners then helped the home
team hit back strongly, re-
ducing New Zealand to 55-
5. Offspinner Mehidy

Hasan led the attack with
3-17 and left-arm spinner
Taijul Islam, fresh from
his 10-184 in the first test,

took 2-29. Bangladesh
leads the two-match series
after a 150-run victory in
the first Test.

Rain washes out 2nd
day’s play in Mirpur

Umpires and officials inspect the field as rain washed out the second day of play during the second
Test cricket match between Bangladesh and New Zealand at the Sher-E-Bangla National Cricket
Stadium in Dhaka on December 7.

Mumbai, Dec 07 (PTI):

Young off-spinner
Shreyanka Patil feels
India should have varied
the pace more while bowl-
ing and also fielded better
in their 38-run defeat
against England in the
opening Women's T20I
here.

Renuka Singh Thakur
(3/27) got two wickets in
the first over, but India
squandered the advantage
to help England post a
massive 197 for 6 on
Wednesday. The home
team batters then cut a
sorry figure on a placid
wicket to be restricted to
159 for 6 in the opening
T20I of the three-match se-
ries.

"We could have varied
the pace little more, the
wicket was not that great
for bowlers, it was com-
pletely in favour of the bat-
ters. I could bowled better
but bowling in the death
overs is not at all easy,"
Patil (2/44) told reporters
at the Wankhede Stadium.

Patil, who made her T20
debut on Wednesday, ad-
mitted that fielding was

one area in which the
Indian team needs imme-
diate attention as it looks
to bounce back in the sec-
ond match to be played at
the same venue on
Saturday.

"The wicket was amaz-
ing to bat on, it was not
easy (to bowl), but I think
we did a pretty decent job.
We will have a discussion
as to what can be im-
proved. Fielding could
have been better, but we
will bounce back
stronger," she said. The 21-

year-old said it was diffi-
cult for her to get sleep
after knowing that she
would make her debut
against England.

"I was very happy that I
got the cap. I was a bit ex-
cited as well as nervous, I
did not get any sleep (the
previous night) but after
one or two balls I was fine.
(It felt like) I belong here,"
she said.

Patil said the inaugural
Women's Premier League
has helped her learn the
tricks of playing under

lights with the white ball.
"It (WPL) did help me

personally playing against
Harry di (Harmanpreet
Kaur), Smriti Mandhana,
Jemimah (Rodrigues),"
she said.

"I think that was the
start for me and to carry
the momentum here was a
good achievement. It did
help me to adjust under
lights, bowling under pres-
sure Now I feel like this is
where I belong and I am
enjoying it."

Patil said she did sce-
nario-based practice be-
fore the series in
Bangaluru which proved
beneficial for her. "Yes, I
did a lot of scenario-based
practice in Bangaluru
with my coach (Arjun
Dev) because once you
start playing high-level
cricket you need to be
more accurate as to what
should be doing so that
performance comes out
well.

"The execution part is
still in the learning phase,
but I would say planning is
very important and execu-
tion will happen with ex-
perience," she said.

We should have varied pace more,
fielded better: Shreyanka Patil

North Sound, Dec 07 (PTI):

England skipper Jos Buttler said
he was "fed up" with his woeful run
of form and that it was time to get
back to being "the player that I know
I am" by putting up a solid perform-
ance with the bat.

The wicketkeeper batter, who
struggled with the bat all through-
out the ODI World Cup, scored his
first half century since September --
an unbeaten 58 off 45 balls to guide
England to a series-levelling six-
wicket victory over hosts West
Indies in the second ODI here on
Wednesday.

"I've been searching for form. I
have had moments where it has been
frustrating," Buttler was quoted as
saying by the 'BBC'.

"I was getting fed up with it so it
was time to put in a performance
and get back to the player that I
know I am," he added.

Ahead of the second ODI Buttler
had been dismissed for five single
digit scores in eight outings.

But the match-winning knock on
Wednesday made him the fifth
England batter to cross the 5,000-run

mark in ODIs. "Really pleasing. I've
been playing for a while now so it's
great when you get to those mile-
stones after playing for a long period
of time. It's been a frustrating time
recently." Buttler had taken over the
reins as white-ball skipper from
World Cup-winning captain Eoin

Morgan last year. Under his leader-
ship, England won the T20 World
Cup last year. However, defending
champions England made an embar-
rassing early exit from the ODI
World Cup last month, finishing sev-
enth to just qualify for the 2025
Champions Trophy.

Chennai, Dec 07 (PTI):

World champion Pankaj
Advani crushed the chal-
lenge of Delhi's Avinash
Kumar to move into the
men's 6-Red snooker
knockouts in the National
Billiards & Snooker
Championships here
Thursday.

PSPB's Advani, who
clinched a record 26th
ISBF world title in Doha
last month, produced a
stellar show to win 4-2, in-
cluding a break of 47 in
the third frame to enter
the round of 32 at the
Nehru Indoor Stadium.

Advani had begun his
campaign in style on
Wednesday, trumping
Sufyan Ahmed of
Karnataka 4-0 in a Group
A encounter, earning
breaks of 41, 44 and 34.

Along with Advani,
other favourites such as
Kamal Chawla (RSPB),
Aditya Mehta (PSPB) and
S Shrikrishna (PSPB) also
reached the round of 32.

Dhvaj Haria of PSPB
recorded a maximum
break of 75 in the final
frame of his 4-2 triumph
over Abhijit Ranade of
Maharashtra as he too en-
tered the last-32 stage.

Rakesh Kamaraj is the
lone player remaining
from Tamil Nadu, and he
will take on UP's Paras
Gupta in the round of 32.

In women's 6-Red snook-
er, in-form Anupama
Ramachandran of Tamil
Nadu overpowered Renu
Bharkatiya of Madhya
Pradesh 3-0. TN's Neena
Praveen sailed past
Sumitra Raj 3-1 in her
final group match.

National Billiards & Snooker

Advani, Chawla, Mehta enter
6-Red snooker Round of 32

It was time to put in a performance: Buttler

Canberra, Dec 07 (PTI):

In a broadcasting blun-
der, racist word 'PAKI' was
used to show Pakistan
team on live score ticker
by Fox Cricket during a
warm-up game against
Prime Minister XI, trig-
gering a controversy.

The TV grab was post-
ed on X by an Australian
journalist on the opening
day of the match at the
Manuka Oval on
Wednesday. The error was
later rectified and Cricket
Australia reportedly apol-
ogised for the error.

'PAKI' is a contemptu-
ous term for a person
from Pakistan or South
Asia by birth or descent.

Journalist Daany
Saeed, whose post on X
drew the attention on the
error, in another post

wrote that Cricket
Australia has apologised
for the error.

"The graphic was an au-
tomatic feed from a data
provider which had not
been used previously for a
Pakistan game. This was
obviously regrettable, and
the error we corrected
manually as soon as it
came to light," Saeed
wrote on X, mentioning
that it was a clarification
from CA.

Pakistan captain Shan
Masood struck 201 not out
as his side declared the
first innings at 391 for 9.
Jordan Buckingham was
the pick of Australian
Prime Minister's XI with
figures of 5/80.

In reply, Australian
Prime Minister's XI
reached 149 for 2 at
stumps on Thursday.

Racist term appears on
screen for Pakistan team

Surat, Dec 07 (PTI):

Former pacer S
Sreesanth on Thursday al-
leged that ex-India team-
mate Gautam Gambhir
called him a "fixer" during
a Legends League Cricket
match here.

The two World Cup-win-
ning players were involved
in a heated exchange dur-
ing an Eliminator match
between Indian Capitals
and Gujarat Giants here
on Wednesday. The um-
pires had to intervene ad
separate the two players.

"He kept on calling me
'fixer fixer, you are a fixer,
**** off you fixer on live
television on centre wick-
et," Sreesanth said while
going live from his
Instagram handle.

"I just said 'what are you
saying', I kept laughing in
a sarcastic way. He spoke

to the umpires in the same
language when they tried
to control him," he added.

Sreesanth was handed a
life ban by the BCCI's dis-
ciplinary committee due
to his alleged involvement
in the IPL 2013 spot fixing
scandal.

However, the ban was re-
duced to seven years in
2019 by the Supreme court
of India. "From my side, I
didn't use any bad word.

Please guys support the
real truth. He has been
doing it with a lot of peo-
ple. I have no idea why he
started it, it was the end of
the over. "Now his people
are saying sixer sixer bola
hai but unhone bola you
fixer, tu fixer hai (his peo-
ple are claiming he said
sixer sixer but he said you
are a fixer). This is not the
way to talk. I'm thinking of
leaving it (the incident)

here but his people are try-
ing to save him. I request
you all to not fall for extra
paid PR work," Sreesanth
added. An hour after
Sreesanth went live.
Gambhir, who is a BJP MP
from East Delhi, posted on
X a picture of himself in
the Indian jersey smiling,
captioning it "Smile when
the world is all about at-
tention!"

On Wednesday, in anoth-
er Instagram live video
after the game Sreesanth
had called Gambhir "Mr
fighter", adding that he did
not even respect senior
players.

"Just wanted to clear the
air with what happened
with Mr fighter. One who
always fights with all his
colleagues. For no reason
whatsoever. He does not
even respect his own sen-
ior players, including Viru

Bahi (Virender Sehwag).
"That's exactly what

happened today. Without
any provocation, he just
kept on calling me some-
thing which was very rude
which shouldn't have been
said by Mr Gautam
Gambhir," Sreesanth had
said. "I am not at all at
fault here. I just wanted to
clear the air straight away.
What Mr Gauti has done,
sooner or later all of you
will get to know. The
words that he used and the
things he said on a cricket
field, live, is not accept-
able. "My family, my state,
everybody has gone
through so much. I fought
that battle with all your
support. Now people want
to down me for no reason.
He said things he should-
n't have said. I will surely
let you know what he
said," he reiterated.

Gambhir called me fixer: Sreesanth

Tauranga, Dec 07 (PTI):

Asian Games gold medallist
Abhay Singh and reigning
national champion Velavan
Senthilkumar bowed out of the
New Zealand Open squash
tournament in their second
round matches here on
Thursday.
Senthil Kumar went down to
World No. 3 Kiwi Paul Coll 7-
11, 1-11, 2-11, while Abhay
lost to world No. 14 Baptiste
Masotti of France 8-11, 5-11,
1-11. The Indian, a world No.
63, had earlier beaten world
No. 46 Shahjahan Khan 3-2 in

the opening round. Senthil
gave a fight to Coll in the fist
game but faded quickly in the
remaining two games, a pat-
tern world No. 70 Abhay fol-
lowed against the Frenchman.
In his first round match,
Abhay, who finished as run-
ner-up to Senthilkumar at the
Nationals last month, had
scored a 3-2 victory over world
No. 54 Andrew Douglas.
Meanwhile, world No. 75
Akanksha Salunkhe lost to
Malaysian world No. 51 Aira
Azman 3-0 in the opening
round of the New Zealand
Open for women.

New Zealand Open:
Senthilkumar, Abhay Singh

bow out in second round

Sydney, Dec 7 (PTI): 

Steve Smith will not fol-
low his teammate David
Warner into Test retire-
ment as the former
Australian captain thinks
he can still achieve a lot
more, clarified Warren
Craig, his long-time man-
ager.

Warner had expressed
his desire for a Sydney
farewell after the third and
final Test against Pakistan
starting from January 3,
2024.

There have been talks
about Smith following the
suit after a below par sea-
son this year against India
and England.

While the New South
Welshman's overall aver-
age remains the best
among contemporary
batsmen - - 9320 runs from
102 Tests at an average of
58.61 with 32 hundreds --
he has struggled for big
runs this season.

However, Craig did not

buy into the floating ru-
mours.

“I can debunk that (re-
tirement) at this point in
time. He's still talking
about things he wants to
achieve,” Craig was quot-
ed as saying by Sydney
Morning Herald.

The 34-year-old top-
order batter has achieved
every trophy during his il-
lustrious career, including
the Ashes (thrice), ODI
World Cup (2015 and 2023),
T20 World Cup (2021) and
the World Test
Championship (2023).

But this year, he has
managed only 518 runs
across 17 innings at an av-
erage of 34.53. But stand-
ing very close to becoming
the fourth Australian bat-
ter to score 10000 Test
runs, Smith might not
want to miss that chance.

Allan Border, Ricky
Ponting and Steve Waugh
are the Aussie players to
have crossed that land-
mark.

New Delhi, Dec 07 (PTI):

Army Marksmanship
Unit shooter Naveen made
it a grand double, winning
the men's 10m air pistol in-
dividual and team events as
the National
Championship for pistol
events concluded in Bhopal
on Thursday. Naveen shot
246.2 in the final to finish
ahead of Uttar Pradesh's
Vivek (244.0) and the Navy's
Ujjwal Malik (221.3) at the
MP State Shooting
Academy range.

The trio of Sagar Dangi,
Bishal Shrestha and
Naveen aggregated 1,742
points to leave the Navy
shooters (1,737 points) in
second place in the team
event. Haryana won the
bronze medal.

Double gold for
Naveen at

National Shooting
Championship

Steve Smith breaks silence:
No Test retirement plans

Cairo, Dec 07 (AP):

Mohamed Salah will
aim for a hat trick of
African Player of the
Year awards after being
named on a three-man
candidate list for the 2023
prize with Achraf
Hakimi and Victor
Osimhen on Thursday.

There was no space for
two past award winners,
Sadio Man and Riyad
Mahrez, who moved this
year to play for clubs in
Saudi Arabia.

For the women's award,
record five-time winner
Asisat Oshoala is compet-
ing with Thembi
Kgatlana and Barbra

Banda. The
Confederation of African
Football announced the
candidates ahead of its
annual award ceremony
to be held on Monday in
Marrakech, Morocco.

Voting is by the African
soccer body's technical
committee, media, cap-
tains and coaches of na-
tional teams, plus clubs
who took part in conti-
nental competitions, CAF
said. Egypt star Salah
won back-to-back African
honours for 2017 and 2018
before his then-Liverpool
teammate Man won the
next couple of editions
awarded for 2019 and 2022.
Salah was runner-up last

year. Paris Saint-Germain
right-back Hakimi was a
standout in the Morocco
team that reached the
2022 World Cup semi-fi-
nals. Nigerian forward
Osimhen's league-leading
26 goals for Napoli last
season lifted the club to
its first Serie A title in 33
years. While Man had a
difficult first season at
Bayern Munich and
missed the World Cup
with Senegal because of
injury, Mahrez was in a
Manchester City squad
that won a treble of
Champions League,
English Premier League
and FA Cup titles.

Mahrez was the

African Player of the
Year in 2016 when he
helped Leicester win a
stunning English league
title. Oshoalawon her
fifth African Women's
Player of the Year award
in 2022 and then helped
her club Barcelona win
the Women's Champions
League before going to
the Women's World Cup
with Nigeria.

Kgatlana, who plays for
Racing Louisville in the
United States of America,
was a South Africa stand-
out at the World Cup and
Banda captained Zambia
at the tournament played
in Australia and New
Zealand.

Salah aims for hat trick of African best player awards



NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  DDeecc  0077  ((PPTTII)):: The
mound-burial system of the
Ahom dynasty in Assam has
been submitted as India's nom-
ination for inclusion in the
UNESCO World Heritage List
for the year 2023-24, the
Centre informed the
Parliament on Thursday.

The unique burial mounds,
represented by pyramid-like
structures known as
'moidams', were used by the
Tai-Ahom dynasty which ruled
for around 600 years in Assam.

Union Minister for Culture
and Tourism G Kishan Reddy
shared information about the
nomination in response to a
query in the Rajya Sabha.

He was asked whether the
government has finalised
India's nomination for consid-
eration as World Heritage site
for the year 2023-24 and the
rationale behind the selection
of sites for nominations.

In his a written reply to the
question, Reddy said, "The
nomination dossier of 'Group of
Moidams-The Mound Burial
System of the Ahom Dynasty'
has been submitted as India's
nomination for the year 2023-
24." "Selection of sites or
properties for World Heritage
nomination depends upon its
Outstanding Universal Value
(OUV), Authenticity and
Integrity. These sites must
fulfil one of the criteria of
OUV as mentioned in the
UNESCO Operational
Guidelines, 2023," the minis-
ter added.

'Moidams' are vaulted
chambers (chow-chali), often
double storied, that have an
arched passage for entry.
Atop the hemispherical mud-
mounds, layers of bricks and

earth are laid. The base of the
mound is reinforced by a polyg-
onal toe-wall and an arched
gateway on the west, accord-
ing to the UNESCO website.

"Eventually, the mound
would be covered by a layer of
vegetation, reminiscent of a
group of hillocks, transforming
the area into an undulating
landscape," the description of
'moidams' added.

Excavation shows that each
vaulted chamber has a central-
ly raised platform where the
body was laid. Several objects
used by the deceased during
his life, like royal insignia,
objects made in wood or ivory
or iron, gold pendants, ceramic
ware, weapons, clothes to the
extent of human beings (only
from the Luk-kha-khun clan)
were buried with their king,
according to the website.

The Tai-Ahom clan, upon
their migration from China,
established their capital in dif-
ferent parts of the
Brahmaputra River Valley
between 12th and 18th CE, it
added.

Ahom dynasty’s 
burial mounds submitted

as India’s nomination
For UNESCO tag
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BJP MPs MEET

PM Modi addresses during the BJP Parliamentary Party meeting, at the Parliament House in New Delhi,
Thursday.Telangana cabinet minister K.T. Rama Rao addresses the gathering during a road show ahead of
Telangana Assembly elections, in Kamareddy district, Saturday. 

WINGED VISITORS

Devotees ride boats as migratory Siberian gulls fly around at Sangam, in Prayagraj, Thursday.

Raipur, Dec 07: 

Chhattisgarh recorded
the highest rate of acci-
dental deaths at 56.4 and
was placed third in rate of
suicides among states in
the country in 2022, ac-
cording to the latest
National Crime Records
Bureau (NCRB) data.

As per the NCRB's an-
nual report, among the 28
states, the highest rate of
accidental deaths was re-
ported from Chhattisgarh
(56.4) followed by
Haryana (53.5) and
Maharashtra (53.0)
against the national aver-
age of 31.2. However, two
Union Territories --
Ladakh and Puducherry -
- reported rate of acciden-
tal deaths at 78.7 and 65.7,
respectively, and were

ahead of Chhattisgarh.
There are eight UTs in the
country.

Nineteen out of 36
states/UTs have reported
higher rates of 'acciden-
tal deaths' as compared to
all- India average of 31.2
deaths per one lakh of
population, said the re-
port.

Accidental deaths have
been grouped into two
broad categories -- 'Deaths
due to Forces of Nature',
including lightning,
heat/sun stroke, floor,
landslide etc, and 'Deaths
due to Other Causes', in-
cluding traffic accidents,
killed by animals, con-
sumption of spurious
liquor and factory
mishaps, among others.

Chhattisgarh reported
16,893 accidental deaths

in 2022, including 248 due
to 'forces of nature' and
16,645 due to 'other caus-
es', according to the data
published by NCRB,
which functions under
the Union home ministry.

In 2021, the state had
recorded 19,265 accidental
deaths, including 244 due
to 'forces of nature' and
19,012 due to 'other caus-
es', which declined by 12.3
per cent in 2022.

Among the total
4,15,306 accidental deaths
due to 'other causes' in the
country in 2022, as many
as 507 incidents of con-
sumption of illicit/spuri-
ous liquor caused 617
deaths, it said.

States where various
such deaths were report-
ed included Bihar (134
deaths) followed by

Karnataka (98), Punjab
(90), Chhattisgarh (60),
Jharkhand (55) and Uttar
Pradesh (50 deaths), said
the report.

Similarly, rate of sui-
cides in Chhattisgarh was
28.2, the third highest
after Sikkim (43.1) and
Kerala (28.5), among 28
states in 2022. All-India
rate of suicides (ie the
number of suicides per
one lakh population) was
12.4 last year, the report
said. Andaman & Nicobar
Islands (42.8) and
Puducherry (29.7) are
among UTs which are
ahead of Chhattisgarh in
rate of suicides.

Chhattisgarh reported
8,446 suicides in 2022
which was 7.9 per cent
more than the number
recorded in 2021 at 7,828.

‘Chh’garh records highest
rate of accidental deaths’

New Delhi, Dec 07 (PTI):

President Droupadi
Murmu on Thursday said
there is a need to make
some changes to the edu-
cation system in manage-
ment institutions for in-
clusive development of the
country.

The President, who pre-
sented the 'Lakshmipat
Singhania-IIM Lucknow
National Leadership
Awards' here, also called
for linking artificial intel-
ligence (AI) to manage-
ment education and said
one who knows and uses it
properly should not have
any fear of losing his or
her job.

"We have to bring some
changes in the education
system of our manage-
ment institutions for more
effective and inclusive de-
velopment of the country,"
Murmu said.

She urged managers, ed-
ucationists and organisa-
tional heads to connect
Indian management stud-
ies with Indian compa-
nies, consumers and socie-

ty.
Instead of case studies

and articles about busi-
nesses based abroad, the
President said, case stud-
ies about Indian and
multinational companies
based in the country
should be written and
taught.

"Our management insti-
tutes should also focus
their research on research

journals based in India.
Special attention should
be paid to those Indian
journals that are in the
open access domain and
are accessible to students
and researchers of every
category," she said.

Referring to the recent
rescue of 41 workers from
the Silkyara tunnel in
Uttarakhand, Mumru said
the rescue operation is not

only being appreciated but
there is also talk of con-
ducting leadership studies
on it.

"This is a very good and
lively topic, especially for
leadership and teamwork
in a crisis," she said.

Speaking about AI,
Murmu said many people
are worried about job loss
due to this technological
innovation.

"One who knows AI and
uses it properly should not
have any fear of losing his
job due to AI," she said.

She called for linking all
dimensions of AI to man-
agement education.

The President said the
blind race to increase pro-
duction and productivity
has harmed humanity.

"Climate change and
ecological disturbances
are the result of the same.
Today, the whole world is
struggling with this chal-
lenge. The concept of prof-
it maximisation may be a
part of western culture
but this concept has not
been given priority in
Indian culture," she said.

‘Need to bring some changes in education system’

President Droupadi Murmu presents the Lakshmipat
Singhania-IIM Lucknow National Leadership Awards, in
New Delhi, Thursday. 

Chennai, Dec 07 (PTI):

Volunteers waded
through knee-deep water
in Mudichur and distrib-
uted food packets and
water bottles, even as sev-
eral parts of Chennai
continued to struggle
with scanty supplies of
milk and curd for the
third day on Thursday fol-
lowing floods triggered by
cyclone Michaung.

Dedicated volunteers
walked through thigh-
high water in the residen-
tial areas of Pattalam,
Pattinapakkam, and
Varadarajapuram in
Kancheepuram, and dis-
tributed food and rescued
the marooned through
boats.

"We were the first to
reach Mudichur on
December 4 night when
the cyclone Michaung's
ferocity inundated the
city and suburbs. Our res-

cue boat hit six electric
posts in pitch darkness.
Later we navigated to the
houses of five marooned
families and rescued
them," Lt Col N

Thiagarajan said.
It was altogether a dif-

ferent story at another
flooded house in
Perambur. The Indian
army veteran said he got
a SOS to rescue a preg-
nant woman nearing her
due date. "We brought her
safely by a boat and she
was later taken to a hospi-
tal, he told PTI.

After leading the Army
rescue team during the
December 2015 floods in
Chennai, Lt Col
Thiagarajan made up his
mind to dedicate his life
to saving people during
distress. Post-retirement
in 2017 he founded the
Mastermind Foundation
and plunged into volun-
tary service.

Chennai heroes battle floodwaters to deliver aid

A volunteer feeds a dog amid floods after heavy rainfall in
the aftermath of Cyclone Michaung, in Chennai, Thursday. 

New Delhi, Dec 07 (PTI):

Taking a swipe at the
INDIA bloc, senior BJP
leader Mukhtar Abbas
Naqvi on Thursday
claimed there was an on-
going tussle among the al-
liance partners and said
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's "arithmetic of suc-
cess" has shattered the
"mathematics of the oppo-
sition".

Addressing people dur-
ing the Viksit Bharat
Sankalp Yatra in
Rampur's Koyla village,
Naqvi said the opposition
should realise that a
"swarm of stopgap" will
not be able to conquer the
"mountain of mass man-
date". There is an "ongoing
tussle" among the part-
ners of the Indian
National Inclusive
Developmental Allaince
(INDIA) bloc and Prime
Minister Modi's "arith-
metic of success" has shat-
tered the "mathematics of

the opposition".
A non-Congress central

government is successful-
ly completing two consec-
utive terms ensuring good
governance and inclusive
empowerment and is mov-
ing towards the third term
under the "dynamic and
decisive" leadership of
Prime Minister Modi,
Naqvi was quoted as say-
ing by a statement from
his office. Taking a swipe
at the Congress, he said
the success of the Modi
government has sent the
"democratically defeated
dynasty" into depression.

Naqvi said history is
witness to the Congress'
deception and it is selling
"dhoke ka samaan (betray-
al) in its "mohabbat Ki
dukaan (shop for spread-
ing love)".

He said Prime Minister
Modi's guarantee of good
governance, inclusive em-
powerment and social se-
curity has lived up to the
expectations of the people.

PM’s  ‘arithmetic of success’
has shattered ‘mathematics

of opposition’: Naqvi

Noida, Dec 07: 

The eagerly awaited
NTPC Electron Quiz 2023
culminated in a spectacu-
lar finale held today at the
Power Management
Institute (PMI), NTPC in
Noida.The finale brought
together the brightest
minds from six prestigious
management and engi-
neering institutions:
Osmania University, IIM
Bodh Gaya, IIM
Ahmedabad, IIM Indore,
FMS Delhi and IIM
Kolkata.

Saneya Rafeeque and
Saniya Mahreen from
Osmania University
emerged victorious at the
intense competition and
were awarded prize
money of Rs 50,000. The
second prize of Rs. 30,000
went to Piyush Kedla and
Arnab Mondal from IIM
Kolkata, while Sushant
Adlakhar and Shashank
Tyagu from Faculty of
Management Studies
(FMS) Delhi University, se-

cured the third prize of Rs
20,000. In addition, three
consolation prizes of Rs
8,000 were awarded.

Dillip Kumar Patel,
Director (HR), NTPC
graced the occasion in the
presence of Sital Kumar,
Executive Director (UPL &
HR), Ms Rachna Singh
Bhal, Head (PMI), Gautam
Bose, Quiz Master  and
CEO (Greycells) and sen-
ior officials of NTPC, stu-
dents from various insti-
tutes.

The journey to the
grand finale involved 17
qualifying teams from pre-
mier engineering and
management institutes,
selected from the semi-
final held a day earlier at
PMI, Noida.

These competitions
serve as a testament to
NTPC's dedication to fos-
tering excellence and em-
powering the leaders of to-
morrow. Launched in 2004,
the NTPC Electron Quiz
has evolved into an annual
quizzing carnival.

Osmania University
emerge victorious in

‘NTPC Electron Quiz 2023’
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