
Biopic 
KKoollkkaattaa:: After an over-
whelming response in
Bangladesh, 'Mujib: The
Making of a Nation,' a
biopic on Bangladesh's
first president Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, will be
released in theatres across
India on October 27. The
film directed by Shyam
Benegal not only delves
into the life of Sheikh
Mujib, the towering politi-
cal figure instrumental for
the birth of Bangladesh,
but also uncovers other
aspects of the great
leader that remain largely
unknown to the world, the
producers said in a state-
ment on Thursday.

Notice
KKoocchhii:: The Kerala High
Court on Thursday issued
a notice to AICC general
secretary K C Venugopal
on a revision petition filed
by the victim of a rape
case challenging a magis-
trate court's acceptance
of the CBI's closure
report. The high court
issued the notice when
the petition filed by the
victim came up for hear-
ing. In her plea, the vic-
tim, who is a prime
accused in the solar panel
scam, challenged the
court's decision to accept
the CBI's closure report
giving clean chit to the
Congress leader in the
sexual assault case.

Suicide
SSaammbbhhaajjiinnaaggaarr:: A 25-year-
old man allegedly commit-
ted suicide in Hingoli dis-
trict of Maharashtra on
Thursday and left behind a
note linking his extreme
step to the ongoing stir
seeking reservation for the
Maratha community in
jobs and education, a
police official said. Krishna
Kalyankar hanged himself
from a tree in his farm in
Akhada Balapur village in
the morning, he said.
Kalyankar came to his
farm at around 7 am and
the police were informed
about his suicide at 9.30
am, said the official.

Re-elected 
SSrriinnaaggaarr:: Re-elected presi-
dent of the Jammu and
Kashmir Peoples
Democratic Party on
Thursday, former chief
minister Mehbooba Mufti
virtually launched her
party's campaign for the
2024 Lok Sabha elections
and exhorted the party
cadre to start work right
away to strengthen the
organisation. "Elections
are not everything but
these elections are impor-
tant to get our strength
back. Parliament elections
are coming and you should
get down to work right
away," she said in her
address to party workers.
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A local man holds a 'Kalash' during
the flag-off ceremony of 'Amrit
Kalash Yatra' under ‘Meri Maati

Mera Desh’ initiative, at SKICC, in
Srinagar, Thursday.
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Mahasamund, Oct 26: 

Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma on
Thursday hit out at his
Chhattisgarh counterpart
Bhupesh Baghel, accusing
him of opening a "big
market of religious con-
version" in the state to
weaken Sanatan Dharma.

Addressing a public
rally in Mahasamund city
in the poll-bound state, the
senior Bharatiya Janata
Party leader urged people
to elect the BJP in
Chhattisgarh so that a
double-engine govern-
ment can work for its de-
velopment.

He also targeted Rahul

Gandhi saying the
Congress leader has never
visited the Ram temple in
Ayodhya.

Sarma's rally was held
ahead of the filing of nom-
inations of BJP candi-
dates from four con-
stituencies- Mahasamund,
Khallari, Basna and
Saraipali in Mahasamund

district. "...We have to
think about the situation
to which the Bhupesh
Baghel government has
pushed Chhattisgarh.
Religious conversions are
taking place. A conspiracy
is being played to convert
tribals in every part of the
state. Sanatan (Dharma) is
being attacked," he said.

"We should think about
what Congress has given
in (the last) five years. Has
he (CM Baghel) opened
any university in five
years? In Assam, medical
colleges have been set up
in each district. There has
been no basic transforma-
tion in the state
(Chhattisgarh). Baghel

does drama every time
and he has opened a big
market of religious con-
version to weaken
Sanatan Dharma," Sarma
said.

Targeting the Congress,
he said 75 years passed
since India got
Independence, but it is PM
Narendra Modi who final-
ly constructed Ram tem-
ple (in Ayodhya). He asked
why the Congress failed to
build the temple all these
years.

"Why didn't the PMs
under the Congress rule at
the Centre build Ram tem-
ple and waited for PM
Modi ji (to do so)? It is be-
cause the Congress has no
devotion for Lord Ram
and its leaders always
worshipped Babar," he
said.

New Delhi, Oct 26 (PTI): 

Eight former Indian
Navy personnel were on
Thursday handed death
penalty in Qatar by a local
court, a verdict that India
described as "deeply"
shocking.

The Indian nationals, all
employees of Al Dahra
company, were taken into
custody in August last
year in an alleged case of
espionage. The charges
against the Indian nation-
als were not made public
by Qatari authorities.

In its reaction, the
Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) said it is at-
taching "high importance"
to this case and is explor-
ing all legal options.

"We have initial infor-
mation that the Court of
First Instance of Qatar
has today passed a judge-
ment in the case involving
eight Indian employees of
Al Dahra company," it
said. "We are deeply

shocked by the verdict of
death penalty and are
awaiting the detailed
judgement. We are in
touch with the family
members and the legal
team, and we are explor-
ing all legal options," it

said. The MEA said it will
continue to extend all con-
sular and legal assistance
to the Indians. "We attach
high importance to this
case, and have been follow-
ing it closely. We will con-
tinue to extend all con-
sular and legal assistance.
We will also take up the
verdict with Qatari au-
thorities," it said in a state-
ment.

"Due to the confidential
nature of proceedings of
this case, it would not be
appropriate to make any
further comment at this
juncture," it added.

India's ambassador to
Qatar met the men in
prison on October 1 after
being granted consular
access.

Shirdi, Oct 26 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Thursday said some peo-
ple from Maharashtra
only did politics in the
name of farmers, com-
ments aimed at
Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP) founder
Sharad Pawar, who han-
dled the agriculture port-
folio during the UPA gov-
ernment.

Modi said his govern-
ment was committed to
farmer welfare and point-
ed out that cultivators are
now getting MSP (mini-
mum support price)
money for their products
directly into their bank ac-

counts. The PM was speak-
ing at an event in the tem-
ple town of Shirdi in west-
ern Maharashtra's

Ahmednagar district after
inaugurating several de-
velopment projects.

"Some people in
Maharashtra only did poli-
tics in the name of farm-
ers. A senior leader of
Maharashtra served as the
country's agriculture min-
ister. I personally respect
him, but what has he done
for farmers?" Modi said,
without naming Pawar.

The NCP founder served
as the agriculture minis-
ter when the Congress-led
UPA government was in
office at the Centre (2004-
14). Modi said when Pawar
was the Union agriculture
minister, farmers had to
be at the mercy of middle-
men.

Mumbai, Oct 26 (PTI): 

Sliding for the sixth
straight session, equity
benchmark Sensex on
Thursday plunged about
900 points to crash below
the 64,000 level due to a
broad-based selloff amid
heightened tension in the
Middle East.

The broader gauge Nifty
fell below the psychologi-
cal 19,000 level.

Besides sluggish trends
in global markets, deep
losses in auto, financial
and energy stocks as well
as fresh selling by foreign
investors added to the
gloom, analysts said.

The 30-share BSE
Sensex slumped 900.91

points or 1.41 per cent to
settle below the 64,000
mark at 63,148.15. During
the day, it plummeted
956.08 points or 1.49 per
cent to 63,092.98.

A total of 2,232 firms de-
clined, while 1,426 ad-
vanced and 142 remained
unchanged on the BSE.

The Nifty dived 264.90
points or 1.39 per cent to
18,857.25. "Nifty fell again
for the sixth consecutive
session...even as a series of
poor corporate results in
the US cast a shadow on
the global risk appetite al-
ready impacted by the con-
flict in the Middle East,"
Deepak Jasani, Head of
Retail Research, HDFC
Securities, said.

New Delhi, Oct 26 (PTI): 

Granting police protection to a
couple facing threats from
their family post marriage, the
Delhi High Court has said the
right to marry a person of
one's own choice is indelible
and constitutionally protected
and not even family members
can object to such matrimonial
ties. In a recent order, Justice
Tushar Rao Gedela empha-
sised that the State is under a
constitutional obligation to
provide protection to its citi-
zens and the high court, being
a constitutional court, is
expected to further the consti-
tutional rights of the couple.
"The right of the petitioners to
marry a person of their own
choice is indelible and protect-

ed under the Constitution,
which cannot be diluted in any
manner whatsoever," the
court said. "There is no doubt
about the factum of marriage
between the petitioners and
the fact that they are major.
No one, not even the family
members can object to such
relation or to the matrimonial
ties between the petitioners,"
the court asserted while deal-
ing with the couple's petition
for police protection.

New Delhi, Oct 26 (PTI): 

The Ethics Committee
of the Lok Sabha has
asked TMC member
Mahua Moitra to appear
before it on October 31 in
relation to cash-for-query
allegations levelled
against her by BJP MP
Nishikant Dubey, who told
the panel on Thursday
that it was an "open and
shut" case and she should
be disqualified.

Dubey and advocate Jai
Anant Dehadrai gave "oral
evidence" to the panel
against the Trinamool
Congress MP during the
day, after which its chair-
person Vinod Kumar
Sonkar said the committee
will also seek assistance
from the Ministries of
Home Affairs and IT in
probing the allegations.

The panel's meeting
began with sharp differ-
ences among the 10 mem-

bers present, excluding
the chairperson, on who
should they hear first -- the
complainant or the ac-
cused -- forcing a vote to re-
solve the matter.

Opposition members
cited the recent case in-
volving BSP MP Danish
Ali and BJP's Ramesh
Bidhuri to note that anoth-
er parliamentary panel
had called the ruling party
member, accused of mak-
ing derogatory comments
in Parliament, first,
whereas the Ethics
Committee was recording

the statement of Dubey,
the complaint, in its first
meeting.

The vote ended in a tie
as the members -- five of
the ruling BJP and five of
opposition parties -- voted
on partisan lines, with the
Chair casting his deciding
vote in favour of hearing
Dubey first as scheduled.

After the meeting,
Sonkar, a BJP MP, told re-
porters, "We have decided
to ask Mahua Moitra to ap-

pear before us on October
31." In his statement before
the panel, Dubey pitched
for her disqualification
saying the matter pertains
to Parliament's dignity
and is an issue of national
security, sources said,
adding that he noted it was
an "open and shut" case as
even businessman
Darshan Hiranandani,
who allegedly paid her
bribes, has admitted to the
charge.

Jaipur, Oct 27 (PTI): 

Turning the heat on the
ruling Congress in poll-
bound Rajasthan, the
Enforcement Directorate
on Thursday raided the
premises of state
Congress president
Govind Singh Dotasra in
Jaipur and Sikar as part of
a money laundering probe
into the alleged exam
paper leak case and sum-
moned Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot's son in a
foreign exchange violation
case.

Besides the premises of
the 59-year-old Dotasra, a
former minister for school
education, the agency is
also searching the premis-
es of a party candidate
from Mahua seat in

Dausa, Omprakash Hudla,
and some others, official
sources said. The raids are
being undertaken under
the provisions of the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA).
An armed escort of cen-
tral paramilitary force
CRPF accompanied the

ED teams. The Congress
slammed the Centre over
the ED's action against its
leaders in Rajasthan and
accused Prime Minister
Narendra Modi of taking
the help of probe agencies
in fighting polls, and said
people would give the BJP
a befitting reply.

Srinagar, Oct 26 (PTI): 

Five unidentified terrorists were
killed on Thursday as security
forces foiled an infiltration bid
along the Line of Control (LoC)
in Kupwara district of Jammu
and Kashmir. Additional
Director General of Police of
Kashmir Vijay Kumar said five
ultras have been killed in the
operation in the Machhil sector

of Kupwara district so far.
"#KupwaraEncounterUpdate:
Three (03) more #terrorists of
LeT killed (Total 05).
Identification being ascer-
tained. Search operation in
progress. Further details shall
follow," the ADGP Kashmir
posted on X. Earlier, the Army
said alert security forces foiled
an infiltration bid along the LoC
on Thursday.

‘Baghel opened market of 
religious conversion in state’

To weaken 
Sanatan Dharma

Himanta Biswa Sarma

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The Election Commission on Thursday issued a
show-cause notice to Assam Chief Minister and BJP leader
Himanta Biswa Sarma for his remarks targeting Chhattisgarh's
lone Muslim minister Mohammad Akbar during the assembly
poll campaign last week. The commission has asked Sarma to
respond to the notice by 5 pm on October 30. During his speech
in Kawardha in Chhattisgarh on October 18, Sarma had taken a
controversial dig at Akbar saying that "the land of Mata
Kaushalya will get defiled if Akbar isn't sent off." "If one Akbar
comes to some place, he calls 100 Akbars. So, send him off as
soon as possible, otherwise the land of Mata Kaushalya will get
defiled," he said.

EC issues notice to Sarma for ‘Akbar’ remarks

Infiltration bid foiled,
5 terrorists killed

8 Navy veterans get death in Qatar
In its reaction, the Ministry of External Affairs

(MEA) said it is attaching "high importance" to this
case and is exploring all legal options. "We have initial
information that the Court of First Instance of Qatar
has today passed a judgement in the case involving
eight Indian employees of Al Dahra company," it said.
"We are deeply shocked by the verdict of death penalty
and are awaiting the detailed judgement. We are in
touch with the family members and the legal team,
and we are exploring all legal options," it said. The
MEA said it will continue to extend all consular and
legal assistance to the Indians.

‘Shocked’ India to contest order

‘Some people only did politics
in name of farmers’

PM Modi performs ‘Jal Pujan’ of
Nilwande Dam, in Ahmednagar

district, Thursday.

PRAYERS TO SAIBABA

PM Modi offers prayers at Shri Saibaba Samadhi Temple, in Shirdi, Thursday.

BLOODBATH ON D-STREET

Sensex slumps 900 points amid
broad-based selloff; slips below 64K

HC RULING

‘Right to marry person
of choice indelible’

CASH-FOR-QUERY ROW

LS panel hears BJP MP Dubey, lawyer Dehadrai

BJP MP Nishikant Dubey
speaks with the media. 

The Ethics Committee of the Lok
Sabha has asked Trinamool
Congress member Mahua Moitra to
appear before it on October 31 in
connection with the cash-for-query
allegations against her. After a
meeting of the panel on Thursday,
its head and BJP MP Vinod Kumar Sonkar also said they will
seek assistance from the Ministries of Home Affairs and IT in
probing the allegations against the TMC MP. Moitra has been
asked to appear before the panel on October 31, Sonkar said.

Mahua Moitra to appear on Oct 31

PAPER LEAK CASE

ED raids premises of Raj PCC president
Summons CM
Gehlot’s son in
FEMA case

A security official keeps a vigil during the Enforcement
Directorate’s (ED) raid at Rajasthan Congress President Govind
Singh Dotasra’s residence, in Jaipur, Thursday.



Kevla Singh 

BBhhiillaaii::  Kevla Singh, wife of for-
mer BSP Law Officer Girija
Shankar Singh, left for heaven-
ly abode on Thursday. Funeral
procession will be taken out
from her residence situated at
MIG-1/436, Hudco on October
27 around 10:00 hrs and last
rites of the mortal remains will
be performed at Ramnagar
Muktidham. She was the moth-
er of BSP employee Prem
Shankar Singh, Bar Association
Secretary Advocate Ravi
Shankar Singh, Mala Singh and
Beena Singh and mother-in-
law of Rakesh Singh (Member
of Parliament, Jabalpur). 

OBITUARY

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  OOcctt  2266::  The certificate
course on the topic 'Tribes of
Chhattisgarh', which was going
on for a month in Hemchand
Yadav University, Durg, ended
with the oath of 100 percent vot-
ing at a function held in Tagore
Hall located in the university
campus.  Giving this informa-
tion, Course Coordinator and
DCDC, Dr Preeta Lal said that
more than 75 participants took
part in the one month long on-
line certificate course. 

Vice Chancellor of the
University, Dr Aruna Palta and
Registrar, Bhupendra Kuldeep,
Dean Student Welfare, Dr
Prashant Srivastava, Sports
Director, Dr Dinesh Namdev and
NSS Coordinator, Dr RP Agarwal
gave away certificates and
medals to the successful partici-
pants in the closing ceremony on
Thursday. 

Dr Preeta Lal said that in this

certificate course focused on the
tribes of Chhattisgarh, on the
basis of the marks obtained in
written examination, project and
group discussion, 49 out of total
65 participants were declared
successful.  Among these,
Kaushal Sahu of Science
College, Durg stood first with 82
percent marks, Abhishek Sapan
a Mathparai artist Dumardih
stood second with 81 percent
marks, Pranali Ahir of Durg
stood third with 80 percent
marks. 

Those who gave the invited
lectures during this certificate
course included Chairman of

Vivekananda Shodhpeeth,
Raipur, Dr Meetashree Mitra,
Dean of Student Welfare of the
University, Dr Prashant
Srivastava, Registrar Bhupendra
Kuldeep, Director of Tribal
Welfare Department Rupendra
Kavi, Assistant Registrar of the
University Digvijay Kumar,
Assistant Manager of Tribal
Welfare Department, Amulya
Sahare and DCDC of the
University, Dr Preeta Lal.

While addressing the partici-
pants in the closing ceremony,
Registrar, Bhupendra Kuldeep
and Vice Chancellor, Dr Aruna
Palta said that such certificate

course is useful for competitive
examinations and that from the
next certificate course, the writ-
ten examination will be conduct-
ed through offline mode. Dr Palta
also accepted the demand of the
participants for change in the
timing of the invited lectures. 

Dr Vishwanath Panigrahi, a
participant and senior member
of the function, administered the
oath of 100 percent voting to
everyone present in Tagore Hall.
On behalf of the participants, Dr
Sapna Sharma Saraswat, Hitesh
Kumar and Dr Vishwanath
Panigrahi gave feedback and
vote of thanks.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 26: Sitting
MLA from Bhilai Nagar,
Devendra Yadav conduct-
ed Vishwas Yatra in Balaji
Nagar and Ward 39. When
Bhilai Nagar MLA
Devendra Yadav reached
the ward in the morning,
thousands of people were

present in his support.
People joined him in the
journey and also gave full
support.

During Vishwas Yatra,
MLA Yadav traveling on
foot covered Balaji Nagar.
He visited door to door
and met people and asked
about their well being. The
people were also very

happy to meet him. People
welcomed the MLA with
flower garlands, applying
Tilak and giving him the
blessings.

MLA Yadav is being ac-
corded enthusiastic by the
public and especially
among the youth who are
gathering in his support in
large number.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 26: The joint
unions of Bhilai have decid-
ed to protest against the SAIL
management's unilateral de-
cision to deposit the bonus
amount in the employees' ac-
count and not taking any de-
cision yet on the issue of
wage revision.

After the meeting of the
national leaders of INTUC,
AITUC, HMS included in
NJCS in New Delhi on
Wednesday, a meeting of the
joint union of Bhilai was
held on Thursday.

It was decided to protest
against the SAIL manage-
ment as it took a unilateral
decision to deposit the bonus
amount in the account of
SAIL employees.

The joint TUs will also
protest against the delay in fi-
nalisation of issues includ-
ing 39 months arrears, house
rent allowance, night shift al-
lowance, wage revision of

contract workers etc.
In the meeting, the union

leaders said that together
they will give a befitting
reply to the dictatorial atti-
tude of the SAIL manage-
ment. The decision taken
against the established tradi-
tion of NJCS proves that in
future the management will
take similar arbitrary deci-
sions on all issues related to
the interests of the employ-
ees.

Leaders said that the time
has come to unite and oppose
the arbitrariness of the man-
agement. Else, the employee
will have to face dire anti-
labour decisions of the man-
agement in the future. It was
decided in the meeting that a
meeting of the joint union
will be held on Saturday to
chalk out the movement.

Vansh Bahadur Singh,
Puran Verma from INTUC,
Jagannath Trivedi, DVS

Reddy from CITU, Vinod
Kumar Soni, Vinay Kumar
Mishra from AITUC, Pramod
Mishra from HMS, Brijendra
Tiwari from AICCTU, Shiv
Bahadur Singh, Pradeep
Singh from BSP Workers
Union, Sheikh Mehmood
from Ispat Shramik Manch
and Surendra Mohanty and
DK Soni from LOEMU,
Nandkishore Gupta and
Tandon Das from Steel
Workers Union were present.

DAV IPS celebrates Navratri with 
great zeal and enthusiasm 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 26: DAV Ispat
Public School Sector -2 cele-
brated Navaratri with great
zeal and enthusiasm on
October 19, 2023. The cele-
bration began with the spe-
cial assembly after lighting
of the lamp by Principal
Priyanka Shukla along
with other teachers in the
midst of hymns of Gayatri
Mantra by the choir group
of the school. The Principal
Priyanka Shukla in her ad-
dress to the students and
teachers wished everyone a
very happy and blessed
Navratri and insisted that
every body follow the path
of truth and honesty and
succeeds in life. This was
followed by two amazing
clippings in scripted form
dramatised by the students
of the middle wing from

the Ramayana. The mes-
sage of Good always victo-
rious over the evil was con-
veyed very loud and clearly
through the plays. The cele-
bration of the special as-
sembly concluded with the
burning of an effigy of
Ravana displaying again
that Good will always be
over the evil. Thereafter
the school went ahead with
the day's celebration with
the Inter House Solo Dance
Competition for the pri-
mary, middle and senior
wing students.

The most special attrac-
tion of the celebration was

the organisation of the
mass Garba Dance per-
formance for students by
the school. The children
were overjoyed and excited
with the thought of Garba's
performance with their
classmates, dancing in time
to the most rhythmic and
blockbuster numbers of
garba music and songs.
The entire school was in-
volved in the celebration
right from the Nursery
class to the senior most
Class XII. The celebration
concluded in high spirits
and warm wishes for the
Navratri 2023.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 26: Police ar-
rested two ruffians on
charges of cannabis smug-
gling and recovered 22.38
kg cannabis worth Rs 2.20
lakh from them. The ac-
cused were smuggling
cannabis from Orissa to
Bhilai in a Swift Dzire car.

On the instructions of
Senior Superintendent of
Police (Durg) Ram Gopal
Garg and supervision of
Additional Superintendent
of Police (Rural) Anant
Sahu and Police Sub-
Divisional Officer (Patan)
Devansh Singh Rathore,
the team of Patan Police
Station is continuously
taking action against ille-
gal liquor, betting and ille-
gal drugs etc.

In this sequel, Patan
Police received a tip off
about a white colour Swift
Dzire car bearing registra-
tion number CG 07 MA

0099. Some ruffians were
smuggling huge quantities
of narcotics from Orissa to
Bhilai via Abhanpur.
Police team swung into ac-
tion and the accused were
nabbed in village Khorpa
(Patan ).

Two persons found in
the car were identified as

Sheikh Siraj-ul (30) son of
Sheikh Mosin a resident of
Sector 07 Bhilai Nagar and
Sundar Jeet Jal (26) son of
Mahat Jal a resident of
Kaushal Nagar,
Odiyapara, Supela. Police
recovered a huge quantity
of ganja packed in a sack.

On being interrogated,

the accused disclosed that
they have smuggled
cannabis from Orissa.
Action was taken on the
spot and a case was regis-
tered against the accused
in police station Patan
under section 20(B), 27(A)
of NDPS Act.

Police seized 22.38 kg

cannabis worth Rs 2.20
lakh; car number CG 07
MA 0099 worth Rs 05 lakh;
cash amount Rs 2130 and a
mobile worth Rs 10000. The
accused Sheikh Sirajul is a
habitual offender and was
arrested earlier for smug-
gling ganja in Barela po-
lice station. The second ac-
cused Sundar Jeet Jal was
earlier arrested in the case
of assault and theft in
Bhilai Nagar police sta-
tion.

Inspector Rajkumar
Lahare, Sub Inspector CR
Thakur, ASI Raghavendra
Singh, Head Constable
Bramhanand Deshalhare,
Khileshwar Sahu, Thakur
Ram Yadav, Constable
Dileshwar Pathare,
Homan Sahu, Chandradev
Verma, Sunil Sahu,
Hemlal Chelak, Dushyant
Bharti, Mukesh Verma
and Rajeshwari played a
vital role in arresting the
accused.

Nomination rally of
BJP candidates today

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 26: BJP's
assembly election can-
didates of Durg District
will together file their
nomination forms on
October 27. Former
Union Law Minister
Ravi Shankar Prasad
and BJP National Vice
President Dr Saroj
Pandey will address the
nomination rally.

As per the instruc-
tions of the BJP state
leadership, Durg
District BJP President
Jitendra Verma and
Bhilai District
President Brijesh

Brijpuria have coordi-
nated and organised a
nomination rally for
BJP candidates on
October 27.

Former Union Law
Minister Ravi Shankar
Prasad will be the chief
guest and keynote
speaker and BJP
National Vice President
and MP Rajya Sabha Dr
Saroj Pandey will be
the special guest.

After the rally, Patan
C o n s t i t u e n c y
Candidate Vijay
Baghel, Bhilai Nagar
Candidate Prem
Prakash Pandey, Durg
Rural Candidate Lalit

Chandrakar, Durg City
Candidate Gajendra
Yadav, Ahiwara candi-
date Domanlal
Korsewada and
Vaishali Nagar candi-
date Rikesh Sen will file
their nominations.

BJP District
President Jitendra
Verma said that there is
a wave of change in the
state. Election is just a
process and public in-
clination is in favour of
BJP. Bharatiya Janata
Party will win all the
seats in district Durg
and the government
will definitely be
formed in the state.

15 submit, 16 purchase nomination forms
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Oct 26: Under the
Chhattisgarh Assembly
Elections-2023, 15 candi-
dates submitted their nom-
ination forms for six as-
sembly constituencies of
Durg District on Thursday.
Those who submitted their
nomination forms are
Arun Vora (Indian
National Congress),
Mukesh Chandrakar
(Indian National
Congress), Nirmal Kosre
(Indian National
Congress), Anoop Kumar
Pandey (Independent),
Arun Kumar Joshi
(Independent), Vinod Sen
Kaushik (Independent),
Langur Dhruv Kumar Soni
(Chhattisgarh Mahtari
Party), Sanjit Kumar
Vishwakarma (AAP),

Ishwar Nishad (BSP),
Harichand Thakur
(Independent), Mahendra
Banjare (Independent),
Bhushan Nadia (BSP),
Haider Bhati
(Independent), Santosh
Markandey (Independent),
Sachchidanand Kaushik
(Independent) filed their

nominations.
The candidates who

bought nomination papers
are Girendra Kumar
Khandve (Gana Suraksha
Party), Manoj Kumar
Gaikwad (Independent),
Vikas Sharma (Janata
Congress Jogi), Kehar
Prasad Khandve (Gana

Suraksha Party), Lokendra
Sahu (Independent),
Sandeep Pal (Gondwana
Republic Party), Ashish
Mandle (Independent),
Santosh Kumar Joshi
(Independent), Ramprasad
D h a r a t a l h a r e
(Independent), Reeti
Deshalhara (Janata

Congress Chhattisgarh),
Ganesh Kumar Himanshu
(BJP), Riya Sen (BJP),
Shankar Lal Sahu
(Chhattisgarh Swabhiman
Manch), Narayan Sonwani
( I n d e p e n d e n t ) ,
Bharatbhushan Singh
Sinha (Independent) and
Ajay Jhaggar Sahu (NCP).
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Two arrested for cannabis smuggling 

Theft attempts 
at ATM kiosks 

BBhhiillaaii,,  OOcctt  2266::  Theft attempts
were reported at two ATM
kiosks in Bhilai and Durg on
the intervening night of
Thursday. Unidentified ruffi-
ans tried to rob cash from
ATMs located at Om Shanti
Chowk, Gauravpath, Bhilai
and at Mohan Nagar in Durg.
In both the cases, the ac-
cused were unable to steal
cash. On the complaint of
ATM technicians, police
lodged FIRs under sections
380, 427, 457, 511 of IPC.
According to information, the
technicians discovered some
fault during online checking
of SBI ATM located in Deepak
Nagar, Durg. The mainte-
nance person
Chandrasehkhar reached the
spot and found that someone
had tried to break the ATM.
The accused managed to
break the SNG lock, shutter
assembly, cosmetic door,
monitor screen, camera, vault
and CCTV camera. A similar
incident occurred at SBI ATM
located near Om Shanti
Chowk on Gaurav Path,
Bhilai. Police are investigat-
ing both the cases.

Joint unions to protest against
mgmt’s arbitrary move 

Devendra conducts Vishwas Yatra
in Balaji & Subhash Nagar

HYU: Pledge taken for cent percent voting
Certificate course focused on topic ‘Tribes of Chhattisgarh’ concludes

HMS condemns mgmt’s unilateral decision 
Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  OOcctt  2266::  A meeting of
Bhilai Shramik Sabha (HMS)
was held the other day to dis-
cuss the anti-labor attitude of
the management on pending
issues of bonus, wage revision,
outstanding arrears of 39
months and other facilities.
President HS Mishra expressed
his ire and said that the atti-
tude of the management is be-
yond comprehension. Arbitrary
decisions on the part of SAIL
management have confirmed
that it is not at all serious on
the issues of the workers. It
was only after NJCS member
and SMEFI National General
Secretary Sanjay Wadhavkar
wrote a letter to the SAIL
Chairman that a meeting was
convened. Perhaps the reason
behind the unilateral decision
on bonus is the anti- trade
union and anti-labor policy of
the government under which
all PSUs are being privatized.
Mishra questioned under

whose pressure the SAIL
Chairman violated the tradi-
tion of NJCS and worked arbi-
trarily like a dictator. Are we
going back to the Hitler imperi-
al era, Mishra questioned.  

He further said that as soon
as the code of conduct is over,
the union will strongly protest
the dictatorial decision of the
management. Devendra
Kumar Singh said that SMEFI
National General Secretary
Sanjay Wadhavkar has written
a letter to the SAIL Chairman
expressing his opposition and
demand to reconsider their de-

cision and call a meeting of all
the central unions in the inter-
est of the workers and find a
common solution to this mat-
ter. If the management does
not respond positively, it will
create a feeling of dissatisfac-
tion and rebellion among the
workers. Prem Singh Chandel,
Devendra Kumar Singh, GJ
Rao, JK Gahine, Rajesh
Sharma, MK Jagdale, HN
Bharti, Tikaram Sahu, Anu
Kumar, MB Singh, Abhishek
Mishra, Vishal Kumar, Ramesh
Chandra Tiwari and others
were present.



RIVER POLLUTION

Idol immersions after Durga Puja leave river polluted yet again
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Raipur, Oct 26:

Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel today tar-
geted BJP, calling it a well-
wisher of industrialists.
Addressing an election
gathering in Baloda Bazar
he said that the Modi gov-
ernment at the Center
waived off loans of more
than Rs 14 lakh crore of
industrialists while the
Congress government
waived off the loans of
farmers.

He alleged that BJP
leaders were shocked by
the announcement of loan
waiver for farmers.
Reiterating his announce-
ment of loan waiver,
Baghel said that like last
time, this time also loans
of farmers will be waived
off if Congress govern-
ment was formed again.

Elaborating on the an-
nouncement of loan waiv-
er, he said that the loans
taken by farmers from co-
operative banks and com-
mercial banks will be
waived off after formation
of the Congress govern-
ment.

Baghel said that the
Congress government
worked to bring changes
in the lives of the common
people. He said that his
government directly

transferred Rs 1.75 lakh
crore to the accounts of
various beneficiaries in
the last 5 years. BJP lead-
ers should tell what they
will do for the farmers,
labourers, tribals and
women of Chhattisgarh,
he said.

17.50 lakh homeless
people to get houses

Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel said that
the Congress government
of Chhattisgarh released
the first installment for
construction of houses to
about 7 lakh homeless peo-
ple of the state. ‘When our
government comes back,
we will gradually provide
financial assistance for
housing to the remaining
10 lakh houseless fami-
lies’, he said, adding that
Congress government
does whatever it says.

Raipur, Oct 26:

The ED raids on
Rajasthan Pradesh
Congress president and
Chhattisgarh are enough
to explain the nervousness
of the BJP, Chhattisgarh
Pradesh Congress
Committee Chief Deepak
Baij said.

According to him ED
raids are indicative of
BJP’s election defeat in
five states. He said that
BJP started misusing cen-
tral agencies and central
security forces and resort-
ing to dictatorial and un-
democratic activities.

BJP has no issues left
against Congress, so it is
presenting misleading fig-
ures of corruption by get-
ting wrong proceedings
done through ED, he al-
leged. Ever since the BJP
came to power at the
Center in 2014, investiga-
tive agencies have been
used more to target promi-

nent opposition leaders, he
said, adding that in the 8
years of Modi govern-
ment, 95 percent of the
cases have been filed only
against opposition party
leaders. BJP stopped in-
vestigation against those
leaders who joined BJP, he
said.

Dozens of leaders like
Narayan Rane, Mukul Rai,
Hemant Biswa Sarma,
Yeddyurappa, Eknath
Shinde, against whom ED,
IT and CBI proceedings
were going on and FIRs

were lodged, became virtu-
ous as soon as they joined
BJP, he said.

Baij said that ever since
the Modi government was
formed in the country, it
had been arbitrarily mis-
using the central agencies.
Such an example of mis-
use of central agencies to
suppress political oppo-
nents and serve the politi-
cal interests of the ruling
BJP has never been seen
in history, he said.

A total of 5422 cases
have been registered in ED
since its inception and out
of these, 5310 cases have
been registered in 8 years
during the Modi govern-
ment of BJP, he said.
Before that, ED had regis-
tered only 112 cases.
According to him 95 per-
cent cases have been regis-
tered against opposition
party leaders and ED has
never raided or registered
any case against even a
single BJP leader.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 26: Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) on
Thursday warned the offi-
cials including the police-
men to refrain from creat-
ing hurdles on path of the
BJP workers like an agent
of Congress Government
and would register com-
plaint against them with
the Election Commission
soon.

Addressing a press con-
ference at party office here
on Thursday afternoon,
the BJP MLA from
Prayagraj and Central
Media in-charge for the
Chhattisgarh Polls
Siddharth Nath Singh said
that Chhattisgarh has al-
ready removed several of-
ficials including the IAS
Officer who have been
working for the Congress
government and added

that their removal should
be a lesson for the others
who are still working as an
Congress Agent. He said
that several complaints
have already been received
against them and the
party would soon ap-
proach Election
Commission for action
against them.

He further alleged that
the Congress has now re-
sorted to seek assistance
from Naxalites as they are
apprehensive of their de-
feat in the upcoming Polls.
He added that the BJP
workers are being made
victim of target killing to
stop from working in
favour of saffron brigade.

Raipur, Oct 26:

Collector and District
Returning Officer Dr
Sarveshwar Bhure today
visited NIT and Pt
Ravishankar Shukla
University to observe the
training workshop of
polling officers. He empha-
sized maximum atten-
dance in the training. All
officers and employees
should listen and accept

the words of the master
trainer seriously, he said,
adding that ‘the better you
take training, the more ef-
ficiently you will be able to
complete the election
work’. It is our endeavor
that women officers and
employees always dis-

charge their responsibili-
ties seriously in election
work, he said. He said that
all efforts were being to
provide all basic facilities
to women staff on election
duty. Chief Executive
Officer of District
Panchayat Avinash
Mishra, Deputy District
Returning Officer
Gajendra Thakur and
other concerned officers
were present.

Raipur, Oct 26: Congress
MLA Kismat Lal Nand,
who has not been given a
ticket for the upcoming
Assembly polls by the rul-
ing party, has joined the
Janata Congress
Chhattisgarh (J) founded
by former chief minister
late Ajit Jogi. The JCC(J)
has fielded Nand from
Saraipali seat, which is re-
served for Scheduled
Castes. He will take on the
Congress’ Chaturi Nand.

Posting pictures of
Kismat Lal Nand, JCC (J)
state president and former
MLA Amit Jog said on X,
“Congress MLA from
Saraipali Kismat Lal Nand
ji today joined JCC (J) in
the presence of party’s na-
tional president and MLA
Dr Renu Jogi.” The
Congress has been facing
rebellion in the run up to
the Assembly polls, which

will be held in two phases
on November 7 and 17.
Counting of votes will take
place on December 3.
Congress MLA Anup Nag
is contesting as an
Independent from
Antagarh seat, which presi-
dent of the party’s Mungeli
district unit Sagar Singh
Bais and chairperson of
Mahasamund Nagar
Palika Rashi Mahilang have
quit and joined JCC (J). JCC
(J) fielded Mahilang from
Mahasamund and Bais
from Lormi seat. The
JCC(J) on Thursday an-
nounced the names of
Prabha Bela Markam, Dr
Sarita Bhardwaj and
Ravindra Dwivedi from
Samri, Mungeli and Janjgir-
Champa seats, respectively.
The JCC(J) has so far de-
clared candidates for 33 out
of 90 Assembly seats in the
state.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 26: Raipur
Development Authority
(RDA) has started the
services of online pay-
ment of the money
against the properties
allotted to them under
various schemes.
Providing the above in-
formation, the RDA
Chief Executive Officer
(CEO) Dharmesh
Kumar Sahu said that
the consumers would be
provided the demand
number through SMS
on the registered mobile
number for the payment
of the outstanding
amount.

After which the con-
sumers have to login to
the official website
http://rda.cgstage.gov.i

n and search the option
of online payment
menu which would take
them to the online win-
dow for the payments.

On entering the de-
mand number, the con-
sumers would get de-
tails of the outstanding
amount as well as the
property details.

Through the above op-
tion, the consumers can
make online payment
choosing the options of
Credit Card, Debit Card,
Netbanking and UPI.
Payments can also be
done through QR code
using the UPI options.

CEO further informed
that the RDA adminis-
tration has extended the
rebate amount on one-
time payment of the
outstanding amount.

Raipur, Oct 26:

A grand grand event
called “White Coat
Ceremony” was organized
at Pandit Jawahar Lal
Nehru Memorial Medical
College, Raipur to admin-
ister the oath of medical
code of conduct to the stu-
dents admitted in the first
year of MBBS. In this gra-
cious program, Vice
Chancellor of AYUSH
University, Dr. Ashok
Chandrakar was present
as chief guest while
Director Medical
Education, Dr. Vishnu
Dutt was present as spe-
cial guest. Dean Dr Tripti
Nagariya in her welcome
address said that it was a

matter of great pride for
the college to administer
the Maharishi Charak
Code of Medical Conduct
oath to 230 newly admitted
MBBS first year students
in the presence of the Vice
Chancellor in the diamond
jubilee year of the college.
Medical education is very
long and difficult and re-
quires lifelong study, going
through courses one after
the other, she said in her
address to the students.

Dr Arvind Neral,
President of the Medical
Teachers Association,

gave information about
the moral values ??and
ideals to be followed while
practicing the medical
profession. Dr Neral said
that apart from medicines,
patients expect friendli-
ness, smile and friendly
behavior from an ideal
doctor.

Director Medical
Education Dr Vishnu Dutt
administered the oath of
Charak Code of Conduct
to the students. The words
said by him were repeated
by 230 newly admitted stu-
dents by raising their

right hands. Chief guest
Vice Chancellor Dr Ashok
Chandrakar mentioned
the new guidelines issued
by the National Medical
Commission and congrat-
ulated the students. In the
presence of the chief
guest, he praised the
Medical College, Raipur
for organizing this grand
and dignified “White Coat
Ceremony”.

In his address, he pro-
pounded the role of doc-
tors in the society and as-
sured all possible help to
the medical students on

behalf of the university.
He talked about incorpo-
rating the moral values
??given by Maharishi
Charak for the doctors
working in the medical
field in their daily medical
activities and wished for
the bright future of these
future doctors.

Students gave a musical
presentation of “We are
with you, we are the doc-
tors, we are always there
for you”, while mention-
ing their social responsi-
bilities. Medical
Education Unit

Coordinator Dr Manju
Singh proposed a vote of
thanks. The ceremony was
successfully conducted by
Dr Piyush Bhargava,
Assistant Professor,
Department of
Biochemistry.

Group photos were
taken in small groups with
the personalities on stage
and with the medical
teachers, which will be
memorable for them
throughout their life.
Hospital Superintendent
Dr SBS Netam was present
in the program. Dr
Devpriya Lakra, Dr
Nirmal Verma, Dr Sumeet
Tripathi, Dr PK Khodiyar,
Dr Jagriti Agarwal, Dr KK
Sahu, Dr Rl Khare, Dr
Santosh Sonkar, Dr
Snigdha Jain, Dr Praveen
Kurre, Dr Devpriya Rath,
Dr Diwakar Dhurandhar
and other medical teach-
ers were present.

‘Congress waives off 
loans of farmers while BJP

favours industrialists’

ED raids indicate BJP’s imminent election
defeat in all five states : Deepak Baij

Central investigative agencies have become subsidiary organizations of BJP

BJP warns officials 
working as Congress agent
 To register 

complaint against
them with ECI

Denied a ticket, Cong MLA
Kismat Lal Nand joins JCC(J)

RDA starts online 
payments for consumers

For various properties

Women employees on election work
to get all basic facilities: Collector

 Observes training
workshop of
polling officers

Dahria, Chhaya
Verma, Juneja

file nominations
Raipur, Oct 26:
Minister Shiv Kumar
Dahria, former Rajya
Sabha MP Chhaya
Verma and Raipur
North MLA Kuldeep
Juneja filed nomina-
tions on Thursday. All
three leaders claimed
victory. According to
Dahria, Chhattisgarh
has favourable atmos-
phere for victory of
Congress. The way
works have been car-
ried out in
Chhattisgarh under the
leadership of Congress
and Bhupesh Baghel,
the people of
Chhattisgarh are trust-
ing the Congress gov-
ernment, he said,
adding that Congress
government will come
again in the state.

White Coat Ceremony held at Pt JNM Medical College 
 Fresh medical students

administered 
oath in the year of dia-
mond jubilee

Raipur, Oct 26: Union
minister and RPI (A) presi-
dent Ramdas Athawale on
Thursday said that his
party will not contest next
month’s Chhattisgarh as-
sembly elections but will
seek representation in the
government if BJP comes
to power in the state. RPI
(A) is a constituent of the
BJP-led National
Democratic Alliance (NDA)
at the Centre. Addressing a
press conference at Raipur
Press Club, the Union min-
ister of state for social jus-
tice and empowerment ex-
uded confidence over the
victory of the BJP in the
Congress-governed state.
“The RPI has decided to
support BJP candidates in
all 90 seats of the state. We
will not contest any seat in
Chhattisgarh. However, if
BJP gets elected to power in
the state, RPI should get a

share in the government
and I will talk about it to
Raman Singh (former chief
minister),” he said.

The RPI leader also tar-
geted the ruling Congress
alleging that corruption
has increased under the
current dispensation and
people want a change this
time. “We are confident
that BJP will be elected to
power as Modi ji has done a
lot of work and worked on
the policy of Sabka Sath,
Sabka Vikas, Sabka
Vishwas, Sabka Prayas’,”
he added. The RPI (A) had
unsuccessfully contested
the 2018 assembly elections
in Chhattisgarh on 7 seats.
It collectively polled only
3,257 votes (0.02 per cent).
Chhattisgarh will see vot-
ing in two phases on
November 7 and 17. Votes
will be counted on
December 3.

RPI (A) should get representation
in CG govt if BJP wins: Athawale

Raipur, Oct 25: Officials
and employees of Raj
Bhavan were given train-
ing by the fire department
team for prevention and
rescue in case of acciden-

tal fire accidents in offices
and homes on Thursday.

In the training it was ex-
plained how many types
fire accidents can cause,
which fire fighting equip-

ment is used to protect
against which type of fire?
How to avoid electrical
fire, how to take protection
in case of fire in office and
measures to prevent it

were explained. It was ex-
plained how to keep fire ex-
tinguishers in vehicles.

In case of fire due to
LPG at home and oil in
pan, the methods of extin-
guishing fire using bucket
and blanket were ex-
plained through demon-
stration. Training was also
given on how to extinguish
the fire on oneself and an-
other person.

In this training organ-
ised in the Raj Bhavan
premises, training was
given by District
Commander Durg Mr.
Nagendra Singh, Assistant
Sub Inspector of Fire
Station, Tikrapara, Raipur
Mr. Deepak Kaushik, Mr.
Anil Sahu, Mr. Roshan
Singh, Fireman Mr.
Jitendra Bhatt, Mr. Vijay
Chauragadhe were pres-
ent.

Fire accident prevention training given
to officers and employees of Raj Bhavan
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Raipur, Oct 26: 

Former chief minister
Ajit Jogi-founded Janata
Congress Chhattisgarh (J)
on Wednesday released its
second list of 11 candi-
dates for the second phase
of Chhattisgarh assembly
elections next month.

With this list, the party
has announced candidates
for 27 out of the total 90
seats in the state so far.

Of the 11 seats, one each
was reserved for
Scheduled Tribe (ST) and
Scheduled Caste (SC) cate-
gories.

Elections to the 90-mem-
ber Chhattisgarh assem-
bly will be held in two
phases - on November 7
and 17, while the counting
of votes will be taken up
on December 3 along with
four other states.

Late Ajit Jogi’s wife and
sitting MLA Renu Jogi has
been fielded from Kota
seat while her daughter-in-

law Richa Jogi from
Akaltara seat.

Renu Jogi has won Kota
seat thrice on Congress
ticket (2006-bypoll, 2008
and 2013) and once as JCC
(J) candidate in 2018. She
had quit Congress ahead
of the last assembly elec-
tions and joined her hus-
band’s party.

The Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) has fielded
Prabal Pratap Singh
Judev, son of late BJP stal-
wart Dilip Singh Judev,
from Kota where
Congress’ nominee is Atal
Shrivastav, chairman
Chhattisgarh Tourism
Board.

Richa Jogi, wife of Amit
Jogi (Ajit Jogi’s only son),
had unsuccessfully con-
tested from Akaltara on
JCC (J) ticket in the last
elections.

JCC (J) has fielded for-
mer MLA R K Rai from
Gunderdehi seat. Rai had
joined JCC (J) after quit-

ting the Congress and un-
successfully contested
from Gunderdehi in 2018.

As per the list, the other
JCC (J) candidates are
Jaglal Singh Dehati
(Premnagar seat),
Chhatrapal Singh Kanwar
(Pali-Tanakhar - ST),
Akhilesh Pandey
(Bilaspur), Chandni
Bhardwaj (Masturi - SC),
Tekchand Chandra
(Jaijaipur), Baba
Manharan Gurusai
(Kasdol), Manoj Banjare
(Raipur rural) and Jaheer
Khan (Bhilai Nagar).

Three women candi-
dates feature in this list.

The JCC (J) had contest-
ed the last elections in al-
liance with the Bahujan
Samaj Party (BSP) and
emerged as a third front
winning seven seats in
coalition, but this time it is
struggling to remain polit-
ically relevant in binary
politics dominated by the
Congress and BJP.

JCC(J) fields Dr Renu 
Jogi from Kota seat

Jogi-founded party releases second list of 11 candidates for Chhattisgarh assembly polls

Korba, Oct 26: 

NTPC has signed an
MoU with Engineers India
Limited (EIL) wherein
NETRA (the R&D centre
of NTPC Ltd.) can take up
collaborative projects in
the domain of Carbon
Capture Utilization &
Storage (CCUS), Green
Fuel, Green Chemicals in-
cluding Green Hydrogen,
Green Ammonia etc,
Green Fertilizers, Bio-
Fuels, Decarbonization,
Waste Handling, Water,
Ash etc. leading to clean
energy transition. The
MoA was signed today by

Shri U K Bhattacharya,
Director (Projects) NTPC
Ltd. and Shri Atul Gupta,
Director (Commercial),
EIL in the presence of
Jaikumar Srinivasan,
Director (Finance), NTPC,
Rajiv Agarwal, Director
(Technical), EIL and other
senior officials of NTPC
and EIL.

NTPC Ltd. is India’s
largest integrated power
utility, contributing 1/4th
of the power requirement
of the country. With an in-
stalled capacity of more
than 73 GW and a diverse
portfolio of thermal,
hydro, solar, and wind

power plants, NTPC is
dedicated to delivering re-
liable, affordable, and sus-
tainable electricity to the
nation.

The company is com-
mitted to adopting best
practices, fostering inno-
vation, and embracing
clean energy technologies
for a greener future.
NTPC Group has a plan of
60 GW of RE capacity by
the year 2032 and it is tak-
ing up several initiatives
towards decarbonization
such as Hydrogen blend-
ing, Carbon Capture &
Fuel cell buses among oth-
ers.

NTPC inks MoA with EIL for
Green Fuels & Green Fertilizer

Raipur, Oct 26: Collector
and District Election
Officer Dr. Sarveshwar
Bhure on Wednesday in-
spected the strong room
built in the Government
Engineering College,
Sejbahar. He also inspect-
ed the arrangements for
distribution and arrival of
election materials. Dr.
Bhure said that all the
arrangements should be
strengthened in the assem-
blies whose EVMs are to
be kept in strong rooms.
Commissioning of EVMs
is also to be done at the

same place where count-
ing of votes is to take
place. Appropriate
arrangements should be
made in this regard. Along
with security, the police
department should organ-
ize the traffic route for
Sejbahar. Also install
CCTV at appropriate
places. Keep in mind that
the employees on duty
should get as much facility
as possible and should not
face any problem. On this
occasion, Deputy District
Election Officer Mr.
Gajendra Thakur, SDM
Mr. Devendra Patel, Mr.
Atul Vishwakarma and
PWD officials were pres-
ent.

Collector inspects
strong room 

 Located at GEC,
Sejbahar

A larger-than-life fig-
ure, Ernest

Hemingway (July 21,
1899–July 2, 1961) thrived
on high adventure with a
flair for globetrotting,
from safaris and bullfights
to wartime journalism
and adulterous affairs to
satisfy his hedonism, com-
municating all these to us
in an immediately recog-
nizable spare, staccato for-
mat. He erected the struc-
tural edifice of his works
with an inimitable style in
his novels and short sto-
ries. His stint as a war cor-
respondent in multifac-
eted capacities with an ac-
complished journalism
paved way in creating sty-
listic innovations in prose
characterised by its sim-
plicity and sparseness.
This trademark style was
very deceptive in its ap-
pearance so much so that
it influenced a generation
of writers.

Hemingway’s career as
a journalist began with
the Kansas City Star in

1917 where he worked as a
reporter covering the po-
lice beat. Through an
obligatory adherence to
the stylistic guidance of
the newspaper,
Hemingway ushers to de-
velop the germ of suc-
cinct, simple style of writ-
ing with a cohesive struc-
ture. This structural sim-
plicity with a taut fabric
was a dramatic departure
from the ornate prose and
stylistic verbosity which
was the predominant
mood in literature of the
late 19th and early 20th
centuries.

The life of Hemingway
is tantamount to adven-
ture and through the ex-
ploration of newer av-
enues he wanted to create
a new benchmark in litera-
ture. This longing for ad-
venture coupled with his
handicapped state due to
poor eyesight, he volun-
teered in the World War I
in 1918 as an ambulance
driver for the Red Cross in
Europe. Subsequently,

Hemingway was wounded
in a mortar shell in July of
that year which led to a
painful and debilitating
physical condition. This
personal wound, with the
evolution of his prose
style, gradually gyrated
into a wound theory in lit-
erature which marvellous-
ly captured the essence of
life in all its multiplicity of
characteristics.

In 1920 Hemingway
joined the Toronto Star
Weekly as a feature writer
and at the same time be-
came a regular contribu-
tor for The Cooperative
Commonwealth, a month-
ly magazine. In the mean-
time, a significant develop-
ment took place in the life
of Ernest Hemingway
with the coincidental
meeting with the novelist
Sherwood Anderson who
was buoyed with the short
stories of the former.
Anderson encouraged
Hemingway to pursue a
career in writing by elabo-
rating the urgency of the

simplified prose and poet-
ry to thwart the elaborate
style of writing seen in
past decades. Apart from
that, American expatriate
poet Ezra Pound and mod-
ernist writer Gertrude
Stein also contributed to
shaping the sensibilities of
Hemingway in so far as
the utter disillusionment
prevailing in America in
the aftermath of World
War I is concerned.
Hemingway became a
chief representative of the
American expatriate
writer along with in Paris
in the 1920s who came to
be known as the “Lost
Generation.” The literary
creations of these writers
often reflected their sense
of futility, despair and nul-
lity of life. F. Scott
Fitzgerald, T.S. Eliot, and
John Dos Passos also came
to this conglomerate of
writers adumbrating the
cause of disappointment
with the present dispensa-
tion. Hemingway’s collec-
tion of poems and stories

first saw the light of the
day in 1923 in two
American literary maga-
zines, Poetry and The
Little Review. In the sum-
mer of that year,
Hemingway’s first book,
“Three Stories and Ten
Poems,” was published by
an American-owned Paris
publishing house. But
Hemingway’s trip to
Pamplona in Spain in 1923
catapulted his gargantuan
energy with the witness-
ing of the traditional bull-
fight. In the Star magazine
Hemingway wrote com-
prehensively regarding
the sport criticizing and
romanticizing the game at
the same breath.
Hemingway was sensa-
tionalized by the way the
young men of Pamplona
courted death by fighting
with the bulls. The cover-
ing of the bullfight led way
to write meticulously
which was published in
the book “In Our Time.”
Spain became a creative
space for Hemingway in

that his first novel “The
Sun Also Rises” (1926)
came to fruition during
that time.

“A Farewell to Arms”
(1929), Hemingway’s sec-
ond full-fledged novel, ex-
plored his experiences of
World War I when he came
back to America in 1928
with the serial instalment
of publication in
Scribner’s Magazine. His
non-fictional work “Death
in the Afternoon” was
published in 1932 which
was a fictionalised ac-
count of the bullfighting.
Hemingway also travelled
extensively to Africa and
his African safari in 1933
about big game hunting,
though somewhat disas-
trous, led him to expatiate
the evocative geography in
the short story “The
Snows of Kilimanjaro,” as
well as a non-fiction book,
“Green Hills of Africa.”
The embroiling of the
Spanish Civil War and his
subsequent engagement
with the Loyalist (anti-

Fascist) forces against the
authoritarian regime led
to creative works which
were unparalleled in the
history of fiction.
Hemingway also worked
as a journalist in the
Squire newspaper to cover
the conflict and involve
himself in making a docu-
mentary. Traveling be-
tween Cuba and Key West,
Hemingway wrote the fic-
tionalised account of the
Spanish Civil War “For
Whom the Bell Tolls”
(1940) which won him the
Pulitzer Prize in
Literature in 1941.

The famous dictum that
“man can be destroyed but
not defeated” inspired gen-
eration of readers which
was encapsulated in “The
Old Man and the Sea“
(1951). This work is a para-
digm shift in exhibiting
the agony of existential
crisis and the perennial
problems human beings
confront in the face of the
nihilistic forces. The pro-
genitor of the theory of

iceberg left a number of
letters and personal corre-
spondences which were
published posthumously
in 1964 in the form of a
memoir called A Moveable
Feast. In 1954, Hemingway
was awarded the career-
topping Nobel Prize for lit-
erature. After the plane
crash in Africa in 1953 re-
sulting in a number of in-
juries Hemingway went
through a spate of emo-
tional and personal crises.
The depression which de-
teriorated as a result of
heavy drinking led him to
admit to the Mayo Clinic
for treatment once he real-
izes that he is unable to
write. After three suicide
attempts Hemingway shot
himself in the head in his
Ketchum home early on
the morning of July 2,
1961. He died instantly.
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‘The Importance of Being Ernest Hemingway’

Korba, Oct 26: 

V i j a y a d a s h a m i
(Dussehra), the festival of
victory of good over evil,
was celebrated with great
pomp at the Lal Maidan of
Hasdev Thermal Power
Station, Korba West. Like
every year, this year too
Dussehra at Lal Maidan
was the main center of at-
traction for the people. In
which people from Korba
district and remote areas
come to Lal Maidan Korba
West and celebrate
Dussehra. The program
started with the worship of
the grand Ram tableau in

the local temple and while
performing kirtan with the
bhajan troupe, the tableau
traveled to the residential
premises of Hasdev
Thermal Power House and
reached the festival venue,
where the Managing
Director of Chhattisgarh
State Electricity
Generation Company
Maryadit. SK Katiyar,

Chief Engineer of the
plant Sanjay Sharma,
Chairman of the
Organizing Committee
Hemant Singh and the
team of administrative
staff including DSPM TPS,
Korba East Chief Engineer
Hemant Sachdeva wor-
shiped Ram-Sita and
Lakshman and also made
effigies by the guests. The

members of the committee
and Ram Jhanki commit-
tee were honoured. On this
occasion, Korba Collector
Saurabh Kumar,
Superintendent of Police

Jitendra Shukla,
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Ms.
Pratishtha Mamgoi, CEO
District Panchayat Vishwa
Deep, City Superintendent

of Police Robinson Gudiya
and other distinguished
guests encouraged the or-
ganizers of the program
with their presence.
Throwing light on the or-
ganization of this festival,
the guests present on the
stage in their speech said
that Dussehra festival is a
symbol of the victory of
good over evil, hence we
should also observe the
evils within us with preci-
sion and take a pledge to
burn them. Congratulating
the gathering and wishing
them happy Dussehra and
other upcoming festivals,
he wished happiness, peace
and prosperity for all.

After which the effigy of
Ravana was burnt while
displaying grand fire-
works.

110 ft high Ravana combusted to flames 
Specialty of Ravana located in Korba West
Korba: The main feature of this self-propelled effigy of Ravana,
which is about 110 feet in height, is that it is completely technical,
which was constructed at a very low cost by the employees of
Hasdev Thermal Power Station from the scrap extracted from the
plant. Who entertained the crowd present at the venue by turning his
head, waving his sword, spitting embers from his eyes and blowing
smoke from his mouth. Thus, Ravana of Lal Maidan is famous for its
structure not only in Korba but in the entire state of Chhattisgarh. At
the end of the program, a captivating presentation based on
Chhattisgarhi folk song Sonha Surta was given by the team of Suraj
Shriwas and Lakshmi Kariyare. This was thoroughly enjoyed by the
huge crowd present at the venue. Ravindra Sahu did the work of
stage management during the event. In this way, the Dussehra festi-
val of the famous Lal Maidan of Darri (Korba) came to a grand end.
All the departments of Hasdev Thermal Power Station, Korba West
had commendable contribution in making the program successful.

 People raised it in
Korba West, folk songs
spread the magic

Dhamtari, Oct 26:

For a safe and happy
Diwali the District
Commandant and District
Fire-Brigade Officer
Shobha Thakur has issued
advisory for esuring safety
standards in use of quality
and standard fire-extin-
guishers in the fire-crack-
ers shop opened in the per-
manent or temporary shed
and pandals and take all
necessary precautions. In
the advisory issued, she
informed that the fire-
cracker shop should not be
constructed with use of in-
flammable products like
cloth, bamboo, rope, tent
and others and instead
non-inflammable materi-
als like tin-shed should be
used. The shops should be
at a distance of minimum
3 mts from each other and
should not be front of each
other.

Further in the advisory
it has been informed that
for lighting in the fire-
cracker shops, no oil based
lamps, gas- lamps or open
electrical power connec-
tion be used. Bursting of
fire-crackers within 50 mts
of fire cracker shop is
strictly prohibited. The
electrical joints should not
be open and each master
switch should have a fuse
or circuit breaker in it, so
that in case of short-cir-
cuit, the power supply au-
tomatically gets cut-off.
Further the fire-cracker

shops should not be near
the transformer and it
should not be below the
high tension lines either.
There should be DCP fire-
extinguisher of 5 kg in-
stalled in all the fire-crack-
er shop (it should have
throwing capacity of 6
feet). Further in front of
the fire-cracker shops,
there should be arrange-
ments of 200 lts drums
along with buckets. The
phone numbers of the fire-
brigade department and
ambulance should be a
short distance of the shop
premises. The fire-brigade
vehicle can be provided as
per availability on stand-
by basis from 7:00 pm to
10:00 pm. There should be
sufficient space for move-
ment of fire-brigade vehi-
cle. The shop owners who
are not following the above
advisory are will be re-
sponsible personally for
any untoward incident, in
the premises, if any.

Advisory issued for
safety standards for
fire-cracker shops

All asked to take all necessary precautions

Korba, Oct 26: Under the
special campaign 3.0 of the
Government of India,
SECL has achieved a new
high in scrap disposal.
More than 1900 metric
tonnes of scrap has been
disposed of by the compa-
ny so far and the company
has received additional
revenue of approximately
Rs 10 crore from this.
SECL is currently leading
among all the subsidiaries
of Coal India in scrap dis-
posal under Special
Campaign 3.0. Disposal of
scrap is also freeing up
space occupied by discard-
ed machinery which now
can be used for other suit-
able purposes. Due to
scrap disposal and clean-
ing activities, more than 22
lakh square feet of space

has been cleared in SECL
under Special Campaign
3.0. And thus, the company
has also achieved the tar-
get of this year’s special
campaign. Last year also
SECL had performed bril-
liantly in scrap disposal
under Special Campaign
2.0. Last year, about 1255
tonnes of scrap was dis-
posed of by SECL, which
generated revenue of
about Rs 6 crore and more
than 13 lakh square feet of

space was vacated. Last
year also, SECL stood first
among all the coal compa-
nies in freeing up space by
disposing of scrap.
Freeing up space in offices
and workshops etc. by re-
moving scrap is a very im-
portant activity of Special
Campaign 3.0. Under this,
SECL is removing spare
parts and other non-useful
items which were used in
coal mining but are now
useless.

SECL earns Rs 10 cr from scrap disposal

Dhamtari, Oct 26:

The polling for second
leg of Vidhan Sabha polls
2023 will be held on Nov 17.
In view of this, in order to
create awareness among
the voters about polling,
variety of activities are
being organised under
SVEEP. As per instruc-
tions by the Collector and
District Returning Officer
Rituraj Raghuvanshi and
under guidance of CEO
District Panchayat atnn
SVEEP District Nodal offi-
cer Rohtikma Yadav, train-
ing of SVEEP Campus
Ambassadors was held in
the District Panchayat
meeting hall.

During this College stu-

dents created awareness
among voters in the near-
by areas and in rural areas
through ‘Nukkad-Natak’,
songs, music, social
media, painting, Rangoli,
post-card writing and oth-
ers. They also motivated
the primitive ‘Kamar’

tribe to exercise their fran-
chise. In the training Asst.
nodal officer SVEEP Dr
Shailendra Gupta, Asst.
Director Education
Laxman Rao Magar and
PRO District Panchayat
Duman Lal Dhruv were
present.

Training to Campus Ambassadors imparted
 Under SVEEP



BBeennggaalluurruu,,  OOcctt  2266  ((PPTTII))::  The IT hub is fast reclaiming its reputation as the "country's original music capital".
BookMyShow's Bandland is the newest music festival to hit Bengaluru. The inaugural edition of the two-day festival,
which will be held on December 16 and 17 will see international rock bands Deep Purple and Goo Goo Dolls perform-
ing here. "From Roger Waters and Aerosmith to Mr. Big and Iron Maiden, Bengaluru has traditionally hosted some of
the most iconic and legendary bands and acts over the decades. In the constantly transforming live entertainment
landscape, with new festivals and formats being announced across most major metros, Bengaluru remains relative-
ly untapped as a major market," says Owen Roncon, chief of business, live entertainment, BookMyShow.

New Delhi, Oct 26: 

Deccan Gold Mines
Limited (DGML), has re-
ceived  ‘Letter of Intent’
dated October 5, 2023 (re-
ceived on October 26, 2023)
for the Bhalukona —
Jamnidih Nickel,
Chromium and Associated
PGE Block in
Chhattisgarh from the
Directorate of Geology &
Mining, Government of
Chhattisgarh.

“The Letter of Intent
(LoI) marks our evolution
as a high impact, national
partner, dedicated towards
making India self-suffi-
cient and secure, in its
need for Critical Minerals
& Rare Earth Elements.
The nation’s prolific
Critical Minerals (CM) re-
serves can potentially gal-
vanize its energy transi-
tion and net zero goals in
the years to come, and
more importantly ensure
bottom-up economic devel-
opment, and enhance jobs

creation, thus bringing
into reality the
Government’s vision of a
future ready India”, said
Hanuma Prasad Modali,
Managing Director,
Deccan Gold Mines
Limited.

It may be pertinent to
note that Government of
India is giving significant
thrust to exploration and
mining of Critical
Minerals that are essential
to meet India’s Green
Energy Transition targets.

The Company will now
take steps to comply with
the terms and conditions
of the Letter of Intent
which will facilitate the
execution of Composite
License for the Bhalukona
— Jamnidih Nickel,
Chromium and Associated
PGE Block in

Chhattisgarh.
The Company had earli-

er submitted its Technical
Bid and participated in the
e-auction held on March 6,
2023 for the captioned
Block.

On May 22, 2023 the
Company had received an
official intimation from
the Government of
Chhattisgarh that the
Company has been select-
ed as the “Preferred
Bidder” on the basis of the
e-auction and had fur-
nished Performance
Security for an amount of
Rs. 1,50,00,000/- (Rupee one
crore and fifty lakhs only)
vide Bank Guarantee
dated May 25, 2023 in
favour of Directorate of
Geology and Mining,
Government of
Chhattisgarh.
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Thane railway station bags CR’s
‘Best Station for Cleanliness Shield’

Thane, Oct 26 (PTI): 

Thane railway station
in Mumbai division of the
Central Railway (CR) has
bagged the 'Best Station
for Cleanliness Shield', of-
ficials said on Thursday.

The CR on Wednesday
announced a list of
'Divisional Efficiency
Shields' for the year 2022.

A total of 466 railway sta-
tions were examined and
the best of these stations
and divisions were select-
ed for the shields in differ-
ent categories, they said.

Thane railway station
was chosen for the 'Best
Station for Cleanliness
Shield' under the non-sub-
urban grade 1 to 4 cate-
gories, while the 'Best

Division for Cleanliness
Shield' was given to the
Solapur division.

The 'Safety Shield' was
bagged by the Pune rail-
way division of the CR,
while the 'Commercial
Shield' was shared be-
tween Mumbai and Pune
divisions jointly, the CR
said in a statement.

The Mumbai division of

the CR received the
'Electrical Shield' and the
Bhusaval division got the
Engineering Shield. The
'Mechanical Shield' went
to Mumbai and Bhusaval
divisions jointly.

'Operating Shield' was
bagged by the Mumbai di-
vision, the 'Signal and
Telecom Shield' by the
Pune division and the
'Accounts Shield' by the
Solapur division. The
'Personnel Shield' was
shared jointly by the
Mumbai and Pune divi-
sions jointly and the
'Medical Shield' went to
Bhusaval and the
'Security Shield' to
Nagpur, the 'Stores Shield'
to Pune division, it said.

Among other cate-
gories, the 'Punctuality
Shield' was bagged by the
Nagpur and Solapur divi-
sions jointly, the 'Works
Efficiency Shield' by the
Nagpur division, it added.

RELIGIOUS PROCESSION

Young women take part in an ‘Arya Samaj’ procession, in Beawar, Thursday.

‘Ukraine shows land warfare remains key’
New Delhi, Oct 26 (PTI): 

The ongoing Russia-
Ukraine conflict reaf-
firmed the significance of
land warfare and the do-
main will remain "ex-
tremely important" in
India's case as well as for
countries having contested
borders, Army Chief Gen
Manoj Pande said on
Thursday.

In an interactive session
at an event, referring to the
situation along the Line of
Actual Control with China,
he said the border situa-
tion remains stable and
that his force is focusing on
boosting its overall combat
capabilities to effectively
deal with any future secu-
rity challenges.

Delving into global
geopolitical upheavals, the
Chief of Army Staff said
the key lesson that the
Army has learnt from the
Russia-Ukraine conflict is
that it can't rely on import
of military hardware and
achieving self-reliance in

defence is very important.
He described the Indo-

Pacific as a key region and
noted that India has an im-
portant role to play. The
Army chief was speaking
to Lt Gen Raj Shukla (retd)
at the curtain-raiser for the
first Chanakya Dialogue.
He said the first batch of
40,000 Agniveers have
joined the units and the
feedback on them from the
field units has been encour-
aging.

To a question on increas-
ing global focus on the mar-
itime domain while both
Russia-Ukraine war and
Hamas-Israel conflict have
the dimension of land, Gen
Pande said land warfare
will remain crucial in the
Indian context.

Though he chose not to
make specific reference, it
was clear the Army Chief
was indicating the border
issue with China.

"I mentioned about the
lessons we drew from the
ongoing Russia-Ukraine
conflict. And if I can delve

on one of the key lessons -- I
think land will continue to
be a key domain of war-
fare, especially in cases
where you have contested
borders just as in our case,"
he said. "I think the victory
marker will have to be in
the land domain. The
salience of land domain, I
think, is going to be ex-
tremely important in our
case," he said.

Talking about India's ris-
ing global profile, Gen
Pande said India will con-
tinue to play a key role in
the Indo-Pacific region.

"With the enhanced
stature, we will have addi-
tional responsibilities and
with this we will have cer-
tain challenges to en-
counter," he said.

The Chief of Army Staff
said "In all of this, we need
to remain proactive rather
than responding or react-
ing. We should be able to
shape our strategies." He
said there will be responsi-
bilities, opportunities and
challenges for India in the
Indo-pacific.

"I think the nation is on
the rise, be it the economic
growth, technological
progress or the influence
that the nation wields in
the world arena," Gen
Pande said. He described
the last one year period for
the Army as "challenging
yet satisfying".

"As far as the operational
situation is concerned, on
the borders, I would say it
is stable and we have dealt
with internal security chal-
lenges in a manner that is
expected of us," he said.

Gen Manoj Pande

DGML receives LoI for CM block in Chh’gh

HC dismisses plea
challenging Nidhi

Chhibber’s
appointment 

New Delhi Oct 26 (PTI):
The Delhi High Court has
dismissed a plea challeng-
ing the appointment of
senior IAS officer Nidhi
Chhibber as the chairper-
son of the Central Board
of Secondary Education
(CBSE), saying she has
the qualification for 
the post.

The high court said it
was not inclined to issue a
writ of quo warranto as
no prima facie case was
made out by the petitioner
and Chhibber is qualified
to be appointed as the
chairperson of CBSE.

As CBSE chairperson

Bandland 
2023 is a 
tribute to

Bengaluru’s
music legacy’
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Rajim, Oct 26: 

In a program organised
here under the banner of
Dussehra Utsav
Committee, the audience
danced to the tune of var-
ious cultural programs
but as per reports the
code of conduct of
Chhattisgarhi culture
was trespassed in the
event with reports of vul-
garity being witnessed.
Mahendra Sahu, former
president of Rajim
Bhaktin Mandir
Committee, said that only

religious programs
should be organized in
the Dussehra festival, and
serving anything through
such a folk art platform
sends a wrong message.

Bhole Sahu, treasurer
of Rajim Mandir
Committee, strongly con-
demned the incident and
said that the organizer
should pay attention, be-
cause Rajim is a religious
city, it would be better if
there are religious pro-
grams related to religion
and spirituality like bha-
jan evening etc. Former
President of Advocates
Association Mahesh
Yadav, President of Maa
Mahamaya Sheetal
Management Committee

Lileshwar Yadu also con-
demned the act and said
that said that songs
should be chosen wisely
enough.

Vikas Tiwari, president
of Krishak Seva
Cooperative Society
Rajim, Ramkumar Sahu,
block president of
Congress Seva Dal, said
that Ravana Bhatha is a
religious platform and
code of conduct should be
maintained here.
Meanwhile former presi-
dent of the priest commit-
tee, Shravan Singh
Thakur said that I did not
see this program, but
many people objected to
such an event and gave in-
formation on phone.

Pandaria, Oct 26: 

The city of Pandaria
came alive on Tuesday
night as it celebrated
Dussehra with boundless
enthusiasm. A mesmeriz-
ing spectacle unfolded at
Aatmanand School, where
towering 61-foot effigies of
Ravana and Meghnath
were set ablaze amid a
breathtaking fireworks
display. Organized by the
Nagar Vikas Samiti, the
Dussehra festival captivat-
ed hearts with a grand pro-
cession featuring Lord
Rama, Goddess Sita, Lord
Lakshmana, and
Hanuman. The procession
commenced at the Ram-
Janaki Temple and culmi-
nated at the Dussehra

venue near Gandhi
Chowk, where the effigy of
Ravana was ceremonious-
ly burnt, followed by an
awe-inspiring fireworks
extravaganza that
spanned an entire hour,
leaving spectators
awestruck.

Before the grand
evening celebrations, city
residents and rural
dwellers from the sur-
rounding areas flocked to
the Dussehra fair, trans-
forming the school
grounds into a bustling
hub of festive spirit.
Anand Singh, the driving
force behind the Nagar
Vikas Samiti, expressed

gratitude to the city's resi-
dents and business com-
munity for their unwaver-
ing support, emphasizing
that this cherished event
has been a tradition for
several years.

Anand Thakur, a promi-
nent member of the
Samiti, highlighted the
collaborative efforts of
townspeople and business
owners in making the
Ravana Dahan program a
resounding success. To el-
evate the festivities, a spec-
tacular fireworks display
was arranged, captivating
the hearts of attendees, es-
pecially the children. The
event was meticulously or-

ganized, with special secu-
rity arrangements, includ-
ing dedicated areas for
women and children, en-
suring a peaceful and joy-
ous celebration.

The spirit of Dussehra
extended beyond the city
limits, as effigies of
Ravana were set ablaze in
various localities, includ-
ing the Forest Department
office in Manpura,
Raouha, Bairagpara, Rest
House, Ghoghra Para,
Samarupara, and Padhi
Road. Following the vi-
brant Dussehra festivities,
the city witnessed the im-
mersion of Goddess Durga
idols on Wednesday. Most

committees conducted the
immersion ceremonies
during the morning and
afternoon, with a few opt-
ing for evening immer-
sions.

Adding to the festivities,
Congress candidate Neelu
Chandravanshi actively
participated in the
Dussehra festival pro-
gram, joining the Ram-
Janaki procession and
commending the event's
celebration of truth. He
took the opportunity to ex-
tend heartfelt Dussehra
greetings to the people,
further uniting the com-
munity in the joyous spirit
of the occasion.

Dussehra celebrations 
illuminate Pandaria with joy

Spectacular
Ravana effigy
burning and 
fireworks display
Congress 
candidate Neelu
Chandravanshi
joins festivities

Cultural programs
organised on Dussehra

Spectators raise
concern over
event held

Kurud, Oct 26: 

A Gram Gaurav
Samman Ceremony was
held in village Katalbod,
for Rudra Narayan Sahu
Father Bhuneshwar Sahu
(Teacher) Mother Bhamin
Sahu,on his selection in
the Border Security Force
(BSF).Chief guest of the
Gram Gaurav Samman
ceremony was Premchand
Sahu, president of
Parikshetra Sahu Samaj
Bangar, special guest was
NR Mishra, development

block education officer,
Kurud.On this occasion,
officials of Parikshetra
Sahu Samaj Bangar, staff
cell members Mahendra
Kumar Sahu, Uttam Lal
Sahu, Laxman Kumar
Sahu, Kamrai Sahu,
Jeevan Lal Sahu,
Ravindra Kumar Sahu,
Rupeshwar Sahu, Lukesh
Sahu, Ishwar Sahu,
Shekhan Sahu, Chinta
Sahu, family members,
relatives and villagers
were present in large num-
bers to bestow blessings.

Gram Gaurav Samman
ceremony held 

Bilaspur, Oct 26: 

The safety and continu-
ity of railway operations
are of paramount impor-
tance, and the Mandal Rail
Division, under the guid-
ance of Division Manager
Praveen Pandey, is actively
spearheading multiple
campaigns to ensure it. As
part of its ongoing efforts,
the division has meticu-
lously prepared for its up-
coming winter patrolling
campaign, set to com-
mence on November 1,
covering all railway routes
within the division.

The Mandal Railway
Administration is commit-
ted to safeguarding train
operations and maintain-

ing disruption-free rail
services throughout the
winter season. Extensive
planning and preparations
have been undertaken to
ensure seamless rail oper-
ations, even during the
chilly days of winter.

To achieve this objec-
tive, counselling sessions
and safety seminars have
been organized for field
employees, specifically
those responsible for the
security of trains during
winter. These sessions pro-
vide in-depth knowledge
and training on winter-

specific track safety, en-
compassing critical topics
such as welding, rail frac-
tures, and more.

The dedicated winter
patrolling by railway pa-
trolmen will kick off on
November 1, spanning all
sections of the division.
Importantly, these patrols
will be carried out every
night from 10 pm to 6 am,
even during the coldest
winter nights.
Furthermore, extensive
measures like D-screening
have been adopted on a
large scale to proactively

prevent rail and weld frac-
tures during cold weather.
Daily track inspections,
commencing at 5 am, are
set to enhance overall
track safety.

In addition to these ini-
tiatives, all relevant depart-
ments within the Mandal
division have launched a
comprehensive pre-winter
campaign. This campaign
encompasses thorough in-
spections and checks on
vital railway infrastruc-
ture, including railway
crossings, rail bridges,
tracks, security and safety
resources, Overhead
Equipment (OHE) lines,
signaling systems, and
more. These proactive
measures ensure the
smooth and uninterrupted
functioning of railway op-
erations throughout the
winter season, providing
passengers with safe and
reliable travel services.

Railways preparing for comprehensive
winter patrolling campaign

Ensuring 
uninterrupted rail
services despite
cold weather

Birkoni, Oct 26: 

Immersion of Durga
idols was done in village
Birkoni and a procession
was taken out from the
main road of the village
on Tuesday. Worship and
Aarti of the idol enshrined
in Navdurga Swagram lo-
cated at Bazaar Chowk
was done at 8 in the
Morning, with Madar
tunes and Jasgeet service
songs, and bhajan kirtan.
In the tune of farewell
there were queues of devo-
tees for darshan and many
devotees were the centre of
attraction by getting Sang
tattooed on various parts
of the body. Also the pro-
cession of Jyot Jawara
went from Bazaar Chowk

to Sahu Para, Ram Mandir
Chowk and reached the
immersion site with
cheers, in which women
kept singing the hymns of
Mother Goddess. The en-
tire day resonated with de-
votional songs regarding
the immersion and many

women bid farewell to the
mother Goddess like
daughters. Finally the
devotees enthusiastically
participated in the immer-
sion, immersed them-
selves in the holy water
and bid farewell to the
Goddess with moist eyes.

Anwari, Oct 26:  

Vijayadashami is cele-
brated every year on the
tenth day of Shukla
Paksha of Ashwin month
and Goddess Aparajita is
worshiped on this day
and in this puja, Yoginis
Jaya and Vijaya who live
with Mother Ranchandi
are also worshipped.Also
the tradition of worship-
ing weapons on the day of
Vijayadashami, is going
on since ancient times, in
which worship is done by
keeping weapons in

front.Birejhar Police too
following this tradition
worshiped weapons on
the day of
Vijayadashami. On this
occasion, police station
in-charge Umakant
Tiwari, along with other
police officers and sol-
diers, worshiped the
weapons as per the ritu-
als at the post. In-charge
Umakant Tiwari, head
Constable Sohan Dhruv,
Pramod Pandey,
Sheshnarayan, Jagdish
Sonwani and officers and
staff were present.

Weapons worshiped
on Vijayadashami

Mother Goddess bid farewell with moist eyes

Kawardha, Oct 26: 

A three-year-old girl,
who had gone to watch a
cultural event on
Dussehra along with her
grandfather, was allegedly
raped by a man in
Kabirdham district on
Wednesday, police said.

The accused, identified
as Durgesh Patel (40), has
been arrested, they said.

The incident took place
at around 2 am in a village
under Kawardha City
Kotwali police station lim-
its when the victim, along
with her grandfather, had
gone to watch a cultural

programme held on the oc-
casion of Dussehra,
Kabirdham Additional
Superintendent of Police
Harish Rathore said.

As per a complaint
lodged by the minor's
grandfather, while the pro-
gramme was underway, he
went to a nearby house to
fetch water for the child
and on returning, found
her missing, the ASP said.

He later heard the girl's
cries from a house and
rushed there and found
the man holding the vic-
tim, the police officer said.

An investigation re-
vealed the accused had al-
legedly assaulted her sexu-
ally, Rathore said.

Jagdalpur, Oct 26: 

One of the multifaceted
aspects of Bastar Dussehra,
'Mand Pasra' (country
liquor market) has been dec-
orated for the alcoholics and
lovers of 'Mahua' liquor
who participate in Bastar
Dussehra. Liquor market is
a center of attraction for

people and villagers, where
country liquor is sold open-
ly. During this period, this
liquor market gets complete
freedom from the police ad-
ministration. Mahua liquor
is sold openly in the largest
country market of Mahua
liquor held for three days in
the Forest Division office
premises. Where a large

number of liquor lovers are
reaching.

This liquor market is
called 'Mand Pasra' in the
local dialect. Such a big
market of such liquor is
rarely seen in any festival in
the country. In Mand Pasra,
more than 300 villagers
from Chhindwara, Kodenar,
Bastanar, Kilepal, Dilmili,

Pakhnar, Bispur and dozens
of other villages come to
sell liquor made from
Mahua and in the liquor
market which takes three
days, more than 5000 liters
of liquor is consumed here.

More than 300 villagers
from different villages
earned good money in the
Gulzar Liquor Market in
the Forest Divisional
Officer's office premises.
Those who liked Mahua
liquor drank it after strain-
ing it. Dozens of food ven-
dors in this dim area earn
good income in three days
and nights of business. In
Bastar, the tribals are al-
lowed to make liquor from
Mahua and drink it, but not

to sell it. Even the police are
well aware of this fact. But
during Bastar Dussehra,
they also maintain distance
from this biggest liquor
market.

Along with the lovers of
Mahua liquor, dozens of
tasting stall vendors also
wait for the biggest free
liquor market to be held
during Bastar Dussehra.
From gram to chicken to
fish, everything is available
here for tasting along with
liquor. People sit and drink
alcohol in the Forest
Divisional Office premises
itself, hence there is a lot of
crowd here.

Village Sannuram
Markam told that various

intoxicants are also adulter-
ated in the liquor of Mahua.
Due to this reason liquor is
infamous, people believe
that the liquor of the vil-
lagers coming from remote
villages is not adulterated,
hence people have started
liking Mand Pasra.

Aayatu of Kodenar,
Sonay, Bhime of Bastanar,
Aayuti of Mootanpal told
that he sold a bottle of
liquor at the rate of Rs 100
to 120 and earned as per ex-
pectation. He also told that
the liquor lovers of the city
have taken mobile number
from us in Mand Pasra and
their request is that when-
ever they need, they will
order liquor from them.

‘Mand Pasra’ of Bastar Dussehra is buzzing
More than 
5000 lts of liquor 
is consumed
Gets complete
exemption 
from police 
administration

Fingeshwar, Oct 26:  

After Ashtami Havan
and Nav Kanya Bhojan
Puja, on Tuesday, mass im-
mersion of idols of
Goddess Durga of all 6
Durga Pandals of the city
was done in Maa Mauli
Pond. After nine continu-
ous days of service, the
devotees bid farewell to
the Mother Goddess with
tears in their eyes and a
huge fanfare of Seva
Jasgeet was seen in the im-
mersion procession. When
all the 6 idols gathered one
by one at the old bus stand,
the crowd of devotees was
uncontrollable and the po-
lice had to work hard to
maintain order. For the

immersion, all the Durga
idols were kept in tractors
decorated with flowers
and the police staffs under
the leadership of police
station in - charge
Jitendra Vijaywar were
engaged in making
arrangements.

Mass immersion of Goddess
Durga idols concludes

Kondagaon, Oct 26: 
Menstruation is a natural and important process,
it is necessary to break the silence and talk
about menstrual hygiene openly and without
shame. A 20-day community programme on
menstrual hygiene was organized and toured the
community with the help of active village
women. In the above programme, with the help
of Gomti Korram, Sukhbati Yadav, Reena Poyam,
Anjali Tekam, the problems related to menstrua-
tion of women were explained. A pre-assessment
of women at the level and community level was
carried out. 
According to the pre-assessment women were
enlightened to have their own views. And by dis-
cussing common misconceptions, women were
told about healthy eating habits. And told about
the usage related to hygiene. In which Health
Department CHO Madhu Dhiwar, ANM,
Supervisor Sarita Patel gave information on
menstruation. Shiksha plays an important role in

menstrual hygiene. Girls and boys should be edu-
cated about menstruation from an early age.
This knowledge not only exposes the process but
also prevents many problems. It is not absolutely
necessary to do this hygiene only in menstrua-
tion, and we must take care of our health every
day and every time. It was mentioned that insti-
tutional delivery is also very important. One
should be admitted to the hospital without deliv-
ery at home, where she can also get full facili-
ties. Thus all the information from menstruation
to pregnancy was given in this programme.

Piramal Foundation conducts
community sanitation campaign 

Minor out with kin to watch
Dussehra event raped 

Accused held



Toronto, Oct 26 (PTI):

Canada has welcomed
India’s decision to resume
some visa services in the
country from Thursday,
saying the move was a
“good sign” after “an anx-
ious time” for many
Canadians, amid a diplo-
matic row over the killing
of a Sikh separatist.

India’s high commis-
sion in Canada said on
Wednesday that the coun-
try’s officials will resume
processing some types of
visa applications for
Canadians applying from
across the country as well

as abroad.
The decision came a

month after New Delhi
suspended the services in
Canada and for Canadian
citizens worldwide as ten-
sions flared between the
two nations last month fol-
lowing Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau’s allega-
tions of the “potential” in-
volvement of Indian
agents in the killing of
Khalistani extremist
Hardeep Singh Nijjar on
June 18 in British
Columbia.

India had designated
Nijjar as a terrorist in
2020. India has rejected

Trudeau’s allegations as
“absurd” and “motivat-
ed”.

On Wednesday after-
noon, Immigration
Minister Marc Miller
called India’s move “a
good sign” after “an anx-
ious time” for his many
Canadians.

“Our feeling is that a
suspension should never
have happened in the first
place,” he was quoted as
saying by CTV News.

He said the “really con-
cerning diplomatic situa-

tion with India has creat-
ed a lot of fear in a lot of
communities.”

E m e r g e n c y
Preparedness Minister
Harjit Sajjan, who is also a
Sikh, said the resumption
of visa processing is good
news, but wouldn’t specu-
late on what message New
Delhi is trying to send.

“It’s good to see that
they have resumed that. It
would have been nice (if)
they didn’t take it in the
first place,” Sajjan told re-
porters.
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HURRICANE OTIS

Debris lays on the beach after Hurricane Otis ripped through Acapulco, Mexico.
Hurricane Otis ripped through Mexico’s southern Pacific coast as a powerful
Category 5 storm, unleashing massive flooding, ravaging roads and leaving large
swaths of the southwestern state of Guerrero without power or cellphone service.

Rafah (Gaza Strip), Oct
26 (AP): Israeli troops and
tanks launched a brief
ground raid into northern
Gaza overnight into
Thursday, the military
said, striking several mili-
tant targets in order to
“prepare the battlefield”
ahead of a widely expect-
ed ground invasion after
more than two weeks of
devastating air raids.

The raid came after the
UN warned it is on the
verge of running out of
fuel in the Gaza Strip, forc-
ing it to sharply curtail re-
lief efforts in the territory,
which has also been under
a complete siege since
Hamas’ bloody rampage
across southern Israel ig-
nited the war earlier this
month.

The rising death tolls in
Gaza are unprecedented
in the decades-long
Israeli-Palestinian con-
flict. Even greater loss of
life could come if Israel
launches an expected
ground offensive aimed at
crushing Hamas, which
has ruled Gaza since 2007
and survived four previ-
ous wars with Israel.

The Health Ministry in
Hamas-ruled Gaza said
Wednesday that more
than 750 people were
killed over the past 24
hours, higher than the 704
killed the previous day.

The Associated Press
could not independently
verify the death toll, and
the ministry does not dis-
tinguish between civilians
and combatants. By com-
parison, 2,251
Palestinians, mostly civil-
ians, were killed in the en-
tire six-week-long war in

2014, according to UN fig-
ures. The Israeli military
says it only strikes mili-
tant targets and accuses
Hamas of operating
among civilians in dense-
ly-populated Gaza.
Palestinian militants have
fired rocket barrages into
Israel since the war
began.

During the overnight
raid, the military said sol-
diers struck fighters, mili-
tant infrastructure and
anti-tank missile launch-
ing positions. There were

no immediate reports of
casualties on either aide.

Meanwhile, an airstrike
hit a residential building
in the southern town of
Khan Younis early
Thursday. Ambulances
streamed into the nearby
Nasser Hospital, but there
was no official word on ca-
sualties. Family members
said the building had
housed 75 people, includ-
ing 25 displaced relatives.

The Gaza Health
Ministry says more than
6,500 Palestinians have
been killed in the war.
That figure includes the
disputed toll from an ex-
plosion at a hospital last
week.

The fighting has killed
more than 1,400 people in
Israel, mostly civilians
slain during the initial
Hamas attack, according
to the Israeli government.
Hamas also holds some
222 hostages in Gaza.

The warning by the U.N.
agency for Palestinian
refugees, UNRWA, over
depleting fuel supplies
raised alarm that the hu-
manitarian crisis could
quickly worsen.

Israeli troops launch brief
ground raid into Gaza 

Bishkek, Oct 26 (PTI):

Members of the
Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) should
work together to promote
stability and prosperity in
the region by strictly ad-
hering to the principles of
international law, respect-
ing the sovereignty and ter-
ritorial integrity of each
other and encouraging eco-
nomic cooperation,
External Affairs Minister
S Jaishankar said on
Thursday in an apparent
dig at China.

Jaishankar’s remarks
came as he addressed the
22nd session of the Council
of Heads of Government of
SCO at Bishkek,
Kyrgyzstan.

“SCO should work to-
gether to promote stability
and prosperity in the re-
gion by strictly adhering to
the principles of interna-
tional law, respecting the
sovereignty and territorial
integrity of each other and
encouraging economic co-
operation,” he said in his
address.

In this context, the cen-
trality of the interests of
Central Asian states plays

a key role, he said.
Beijing is investing bil-

lions of dollars in the
China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) in
Pakistan. India has protest-
ed against the projects in
Pakistan as it is being laid
through the Pakistan-occu-
pied Kashmir (PoK).

He said India shares
deep civilisational ties
with the people of the SCO
region.

Currently, the SCO coun-
tries include India, Iran,
Kazakhstan, China,
Kyrgyz Republic, Pakistan,
Russia, Tajikistan and
Uzbekistan.

“The continuous move-
ment of goods, ideas and
people traversing the re-
gion has left indelible im-
prints on our customs, tra-
ditions, language and cui-
sine. These historical rela-
tionships should now cre-
ate a template for greater
economic cooperation,”
Jaishankar said

“To improve trade with-
in the region, we need ro-
bust connectivity and in-
frastructure. Such initia-
tives should respect the
sovereignty and territorial
integrity of all countries,”
he said.

“The Global South

should not be saddled with
unviable debt arising from
opaque initiatives,”
Jaishankar said, in anoth-
er jibe at China, which is
accused of launching unvi-
able infrastructure proj-
ects in countries like Sri
Lanka and Pakistan, sad-
dling those countries with
debts.

At the same time,
Jaishankar said that the
India-Middle East-Europe
Economic Corridor
(IMEC) and the
International North-South
Transport Corridor
(INSTC) could become
“prosperity enablers.”

Jaishankar calls on SCO to
respect international law

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar during a meeting with President of Kyrgyzstan
Sadyr Zhaparov, in Bishkek.

Lahore, Oct 26 (PTI): The
granddaughter of a for-
mer army chief and a
leader of ex-prime minis-
ter Imran Khan’s party
who was arrested for her
alleged involvement in the
May 9 violence has written
an open letter from jail
seeking “empathy and hu-
manity” for the party’s 19
women prisoners includ-
ing herself. Khadija Shah,
Gen Asif Nawaz Janjua’s
granddaughter and a fash-
ion designer by profession,
was among several women
arrested for their alleged
involvement in attacks on
military installations on
May 9 that erupted in the

wake of the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
party chief Khan’s arrest
in a corruption case.

Khan was later freed on
bail in the case but re-
mains behind bars in con-
nection with the cipher
case. Shah who was grant-
ed a post-arrest bail last
week was arrested again
and has now written a five-
page handwritten letter
which was shared by her
husband on the PTI’s offi-
cial account on X on
Wednesday, describing the
heart-wrenching accounts
of “separation, pain, and
suffering” among the
party’s women prisoners.

Shah noted she has been
incarcerated for over four
months for “peacefully
participating” in the May
9 protest. “Each PTI
woman prisoner at Kot
Lakhpat Jail Lahore has
borne unimaginable pun-
ishment,” she wrote in the
letter.

Writing about the plight
of 18 “innocent women”
imprisoned alongside her,
Shah said, “These women
prisoners have no access
to the world and are un-
able to share their plight;
their families desperately
struggling to balance the
demands of life without
them.”

Pak’s ex-army chief’s granddaughter
writes open letter of plight of jailed women

Good sign: Canada on India’s visa renewals



T he perils of social media have cast a dark shadow
over the digital landscape, prompting a reckoning

akin to the tobacco industry's day of reckoning. In a col-
lective effort to hold Big Tech accountable, dozens of U.S.
states have rallied against Meta, the conglomerate behind
Facebook and Instagram. Their grievance? The alleged
harm inflicted on the mental health of young users. Meta,
of course, staunchly denies any wrongdoing, adamantly
rejecting claims that it profits from manipulative features
that ensnare children and teenagers in the web of addic-
tive and compulsive social media usage. The chorus of
concern from parents, educators, caregivers, and policy-
makers worldwide has been growing louder for years. The
verdict is in: the negative impact of prolonged social
media exposure on mental and physical well-being is un-
deniable. Studies have drawn disconcerting links between
excessive screen time and conditions such as depression,
anxiety, insomnia, and eating disorders. In response, Meta
asserts that it has taken proactive steps to create a safer
online environment for teenagers and families. However,
the lawsuits paint a grim picture, highlighting the plat-
form's seductive and reward-driven features that keep the
youth tethered to their screens, often at the expense of
their self-esteem and overall well-being. This legal battle
isn't isolated; Meta, TikTok, and YouTube are already
grappling with hundreds of lawsuits in the U.S., all cen-
tering on the platforms' impact on mental health and alle-
gations of misleading the public about their safety. Yet,
the current wave of litigation represents a watershed mo-
ment. Its outcome could potentially set a precedent with
far-reaching implications on a global scale. The clamor for
stronger online protections, including age-appropriate
health and safety standards for apps, has been reignited.
However, experts caution that an outright ban on social
media may not be the silver bullet for ensuring online
safety. Instead, the focus should pivot toward digital litera-
cy and privacy education. It's an uphill battle, as children
are often resistant to such discussions. Parents must ap-
proach social media engagement with empathy, adopting
a non-judgmental stance. Open dialogues about the im-
portance of limiting screen time before bedtime, under-
standing the "fear of missing out" (FOMO), scrutinizing
the content they encounter, and exploring how it makes
them feel – both energized and depleted – can be the first
steps toward building a healthier relationship with tech-
nology. In a world where connectivity is a double-edged
sword, any effort to engage with our youth on the subject
of online safety is an investment in their well-being.
Digital natives are growing up in a complex digital land-
scape, and they deserve guidance that equips them to nav-
igate it effectively. It's about striking a balance between
reaping the benefits of technology and shielding our-
selves from its darker aspects.

UNESCO declared October 27
as the World Day for AV
Heritage to raise awareness of
the significance of AV docu-
ments and to draw attention
to the need to safeguard them.
Every year, activities are or-
ganized by different institu-
tions worldwide around a
theme to drum up interest in
the event. The 2023 World Day
for Audiovisual Heritage will
be celebrated on 27 October
under the theme “Your
Window to the World”. Why
do we do the things we do, and
why do we do things the way
we do them?

In the profession of audio-
visual archiving, there is a
need to constantly ask these
questions in the context of
changing practices and tech-
nology. Philosophies guide,
shape, question and challenge
the development of the pro-
fession and practice through
constant review, but also by
holding in tension the tempo-
rary, fleeting factors that too
easily occupy us. Among the
major current issues are digi-
tization and format obsoles-
cence. The standard question
– “have you digitized your col-
lection yet?” – misunder-

stands the complexities
wrought by the changing par-
adigm, requiring not only the
expansion of skills, technolo-
gy and budgets, but exacer-
bating the divide between
those archives who can, and
cannot, adapt to the changes.
The challenge is not only to
migrate analogue works in
danger, but to keep pace with
the flood of new born-digital
productions – all the while
preserving the technology
and skills of an analogue era
that in some ways is surpris-
ingly resurgent. Audiovisual
archiving is treated as a pro-
fession in its own right, not as
a specialized subset of an ex-
isting profession. In develop-
ing this theme, the book docu-
ments what is actually the
case, rather than inventing or
imposing theories or con-
structs by analogy from the
other memory professions. It
seeks to be descriptive rather
than prescriptive.
Historically, the label
“archive” was adopted not in
deference to the field of
archival science but for unre-
lated pragmatic reasons: the
terms suggested reliability
and solidity.

The clear definition of
terms and concepts are funda-
mental to everything else.
Terms like film, tape, record,
digital and analogue have
both precise meanings and
wider nuances. Audiovisual
archives have a variety of or-
ganizations descriptors, and
institutional names are also
brands which describe and
position the organization, yet
also evoke intangible quali-
ties and values. Broader con-
cepts like audiovisual her-
itage, audiovisual document,
audiovisual archive and au-
diovisual archivist are defin-
ing ideas which merit discus-
sion at length.
Characteristically, audiovisu-
al documents are not per-
ceived directly but must be
mediated by a technological
device, and their content has
linear duration: it is per-
ceived over time.
Preservation is an often-mis-
used term. In the profession it
is a precise and fundamental
concept: the totality of things
necessary to ensure the per-
manent accessibility – forever
– of an audiovisual document
with the maximum integrity.
It is not a discrete process. In
the digital context, more than
ever, it is a never-ending man-
agement task. Nothing has
ever been preserved – it is
only being preserved. Yet
preservation is never an end
in itself: without the objective
of access, it has no point.
Audiovisual archiving had no
formal beginning. It emerged
from diffuse organizational
environments. Only in the
1930s did it begin to take rec-
ognizable shape and develop
international groupings. The

present landscape embraces a
variety of non-profit and for-
profit entities with varying
degrees of organizational in-
dependence. It includes gov-
ernment or quasi-govern-
ment bodies, subsets of
broadcasting organizations,
production studios or univer-
sities, community and on-line
archives. Some have highly
specialized themes and cover-
age; some focus on particular
media; some have broad rang-
ing national briefs which em-
brace the entire audiovisual
spectrum of television, film,
radio, recorded sound, on-line
and computer-based media.
All memory institutions and
professions have a paradigm –
a world view which they
bring to bear on the material
of interest to them. It allows
them to select, describe,
arrange and provide access to
material in meaningful ways:
for example, as information,
record, history or art. These
worldviews are not essential-
ly determined by the physical
or digital format of the mate-
rial: memory institutions in
general collect across paper-
based, digital and audiovisual
formats. Characteristically,
audiovisual archives perceive
works such as films, televi-
sion programs, songs or sym-
phonies holistically in their
own right: not principally as
information, art or record but
as all of those things simulta-
neously.
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Compensation
Disparity

The recent tragic demise
of Army's Agniveer, Gawate
Akshay Laxman, while
serving at the Siachen
Glacier, has exposed a con-
cerning gap in compensa-
tion for our heroes and
their families. Laxman, the
first Agniveer to fall on op-
erational duty, highlights
the unequal treatment re-
ceived by these brave souls
compared to regular sol-
diers. While the Army
promises Laxman's family a
lump sum of Rs 1 crore, in-
cluding insurance and ex-
gratia relief, the Seva Nidhi
fund contributions and fu-
ture salary payments fur-
ther sweeten the deal.
However, the Ministry of
Defence offers only Rs 50
lakh in insurance for a reg-
ular soldier, with varying
ex-gratia payouts, gratuity,
and battle casualty funds.
The disparity continues
with lifelong family pen-
sions, monthly allowances,
education benefits, and
even medical or engineer-
ing entrance exam fee cov-
erage. It's high time we
bridge this gap and ensure
equality in honoring our he-
roes and their families.

Ysash  Pal Ralhan,
Jalandhar

Election Ploys
Political parties, gearing

up for elections, often em-
ploy tactics to broaden their
voter base. A recent example
is Karnataka's Congress,
which promised to ban
Bajrang Dal but took no ac-
tion post-election. The latest
proposal for a caste census
seems a similar move. Each
election brings new slogans,
promising progress for mar-
ginalized sections, yet reser-
vations rise without signifi-
cant real-world impact. The
caste census could foster di-
visions; leaders must safe-
guard national unity and
strength.

Chandra Mohan,
New Delhi

Diplomatic Decorum
India's adherence to the

Vienna Convention on
Diplomatic Relations, seek-
ing diplomatic parity with
Canada, is a legitimate re-
sponse to Canadian med-
dling in Indian affairs.
Article 11.1 of the
Convention grants the host
nation authority to deter-
mine the size of foreign
diplomatic missions, render-
ing Canada's resistance to
India's reduction request
puzzling. Despite strained
ties, India's willingness to re-
store Canadian visa services
underscores its commit-
ment to diplomacy, condi-
tional on the safety of its
diplomats. Canada should
prioritize adherence to the
Vienna Convention over
aligning with the US and UK
to foster stronger bilateral
relations.

Rakesh Gupta, Korba
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Devotees immerse (visarjan) an idol of goddess Durga during Vijayadashami celebrations marking the end of the Durga
Puja festival, in Nadia, Thursday, Oct. 26.

DURGA VISARJAN

Sujit De

H unger and malnutrition
persist as grim realities

in our country, and recent
statements by Union
Minister Smriti Irani have
only highlighted the insensi-
tivity towards this pressing
issue. Equating her own
brief morning hunger to the
struggle of impoverished in-
dividuals is not just insensi-
tive but also a stark reminder
of the disconnect between
policymakers and the harsh
realities faced by millions of
Indians.

It is essential for our lead-
ers to understand the gravity
of the situation. Extreme
poverty drives thousands of
unemployed youth and farm-
ers to the brink of despair,
leading to tragic suicides. As
a nation, we cannot afford to
ignore the dire consequences
of hunger and malnutrition
any longer.

Contrary to the Minister's
assertion, the Global Hunger
Index (GHI) does not rely on
anecdotal hunger experi-
ences. Instead, it employs
four key indicators: under-
nourishment, child wasting,
child stunting, and child
mortality. Disturbingly,
India's child wasting rate
stands at a staggering 18.7%,
the highest globally. This sta-
tistic aligns with former
World Bank President Jim
Yong Kim's warning that a
significant portion of a
stunted workforce severely
hampers economic competi-
tiveness.

The recent 2023 Global
Hunger Index paints a bleak
picture for India, ranking us
111th out of 125 countries.
Our standing lags far behind
neighboring nations like
China, Sri Lanka, Nepal,
Myanmar, Bangladesh, and
Pakistan. This alarming sit-
uation calls for immediate

action to alleviate hunger
and malnutrition.

One crucial step in this di-
rection is the introduction of
both breakfast and midday
meals for students in govern-
ment and aided schools
across the nation. The new
National Educational Policy
has rightly proposed this es-
sential addition to address
the challenge of hungry chil-
dren struggling to learn ef-
fectively.

To implement this initia-
tive successfully, the Central
Government must allocate
substantially more funds
than the current allocation
of Rs 11,600 crore for 2023-24,
which is lower than the re-
vised allocation for the previ-
ous year. While some states
and union territories have
commendably provided addi-
tional nutritious items such
as milk, eggs, and fruits
using their resources, it is
imperative for the Central

Government to fund these
provisions nationwide.

It is disheartening that cer-
tain Indian states have elimi-
nated eggs from midday
meals due to government
reservations about non-vege-
tarian items. This decision
disregards the desires of
most students and parents
who eagerly support the in-
clusion of eggs. Given that a
significant majority of
Indians are non-vegetarian,
the ban on eggs seems unjust
and detrimental to the nutri-
tional needs of our children.

Breakfast and midday
meals enriched with essen-
tial nutrients can effectively
combat child stunting and
malnutrition. Eggs, in partic-
ular, are a cost-effective and
highly nutritious food item
that can help address this
pressing issue. By allowing
prejudices to deprive our
children of such a valuable
resource, we perpetuate

their suffering and hinder
their development.

Our nation's children de-
serve better. We cannot con-
tinue to turn a blind eye to
the millions of hungry, mal-
nourished children with
stunted growth. It is high
time the government priori-
tizes the health and well-
being of our children over
grandiose missions that hold
little relevance to their wel-
fare.

Addressing hunger and
malnutrition should be a top
priority for our nation. The
implementation of breakfast
and midday meals in all gov-
ernment and aided schools,
along with increased funding
and the inclusion of nutri-
tious items like eggs, is a cru-
cial step towards securing a
healthier and brighter future
for our children. It is time to
act decisively and prioritize
the well-being of our most
vulnerable citizens.

Tackling Hunger: The Urgent Need for Breakfast and Midday Meals

World Day for Audiovisual Heritage

Digitization and Audiovisual archiving to 
ensure the permanent accessibility
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Social Media Storm

C hina and Bhutan recently took a significant step to-
wards resolving their long-standing boundary dis-

pute, marking progress in their diplomatic engagement.
The signing of an agreement outlining the roles and re-
sponsibilities of the joint technical team tasked with de-
limiting and demarcating their shared border is a note-
worthy development. However, India must vigilantly as-
sess this burgeoning China-Bhutan rapport, given its po-
tential implications for regional stability. In the backdrop
of these diplomatic moves, India has valid reasons to be
cautious about the deepening China-Bhutan engagement.
A recent Pentagon report highlighted China's activities
near Doklam, including the construction of underground
storage facilities and the establishment of villages in dis-
puted Bhutanese territories. This development raises con-
cerns about China's intentions in the region. It's crucial to
recall that the Doklam tri-junction, in close proximity to
India's strategic Siliguri Corridor, was the site of a tense
standoff in 2017. The standoff erupted when the Chinese
military initiated road construction near the Chicken
Neck, a narrow strip of land connecting India's North-
Eastern states to the mainland. India's resolute objections
forced China to abandon its plans at that time. The region
remains strategically sensitive, and any encroachment
could have far-reaching consequences. China has adopted
a proactive approach in wooing Bhutan, offering a three-
step roadmap to settle their boundary dispute. Despite
China's assertions that it respects Bhutan's independence,
sovereignty, and territorial integrity, its military activities
in the vicinity raise apprehensions about its expansionist
ambitions. This fervent Chinese pursuit of improved rela-
tions with Bhutan stands in stark contrast to its attitude
towards India along the Line of Actual Control (LAC).
Amid the prolonged border standoff in eastern Ladakh,
China has insisted on separating the boundary issue from
bilateral ties with India. This approach effectively keeps
the border dispute simmering while allowing China to as-
sert its military prowess and remind India of the 1962 con-
flict. India must be proactive in engaging with Bhutan and
conveying its concerns about the potential risks associat-
ed with cozying up to China. Bhutan's historical and en-
during relationship with India is of strategic importance
to both nations. India should underscore the critical need
for Bhutan to maintain a balanced and cautious approach
in its dealings with China. The geopolitical landscape in
the Himalayan region demands a nuanced and vigilant re-
sponse. While Bhutan is fully entitled to pursue diplomatic
relations with any nation, it must do so with a clear under-
standing of the geopolitical complexities involved. China's
history of territorial assertiveness in the South China Sea
and its contentious border disputes with neighboring
countries underscore the need for Bhutan to exercise due
diligence. Furthermore, India should continue its diplo-
matic efforts to engage with Bhutan on this matter, offer-
ing its support and expertise in navigating the complex dy-
namics of international relations. Bhutan's security and
sovereignty are of paramount importance to both India
and Bhutan, making their partnership in the face of
emerging challenges all the more crucial.

China-Bhutan Relations
India’s Concerns Valid

Ensuring Online Safety for Our Youth

PROF. SUNIL GOYAL
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Advisory services

New Delhi: NITI
Aayog member
Ramesh Chand on
Thursday emphasised
on the importance of
partnership between
the private and public
sectors for long-term
agricultural growth.
Addressing an event
organised by industry
body Assocham,
Chand further
stressed on the need
for coming up with
new ways to boost
agricultural output
and recognising the
wide range of agricul-
tural practices across
the country.

Flight service
Panaji: A direct flight
service between
Manohar
International Airport
(MIA) in Goa and
Muscat will com-
mence from October
29. Oman Air will op-
erate the flight four
times a week, accord-
ing to a MIA
spokesperson. "The
first flight from
Muscat International
Airport will touch
down at MIA at 7.10
am and take off from
the airport at 10.10 am
for Muscat
International Airport
on the same day," the
spokesperson said on
Wednesday.

Hotel industry 

New Delhi: The hotel
industry will report
double-digit revenue
growth in FY2024, sup-
ported by the suste-
nance of domestic
leisure and business
travel and an increase
in foreign tourist ar-
rivals, rating agency
Icra said on
Wednesday. The indus-
try has also benefitted
from the G20 summit
and ongoing ICC World
Cup 2023, it added  Icra
Vice President and
Sector Head Corporate
Ratings Vinutaa S said,
"Demand is expected to
remain strong across
markets in FY2024 as
consumer sentiments
continue to be healthy
and corporate perform-
ance is stable.

Mumbai, Oct 26:  

The RBI on Thursday
proposed stricter norms
for recovery of overdue
loans under which finan-
cial institutions and their
recovery agents cannot
call borrowers before 8 in
the morning and after 7 in
the evening. Regulated
Entities (REs) like banks
and NBFCs should not out-
source core management
functions, including policy
formulation and decision-
making functions like de-
termining compliance
with KYC norms and ac-
cording sanction for loans,
said the 'Draft Master
Direction on Managing
Risks and Code of
Conduct in Outsourcing of

Financial Services'. "The
underlying principle of
the proposed directions is
that the RE should ensure
that outsourcing arrange-
ments neither diminish its
ability to fulfil its obliga-
tions to customers nor im-
pede effective supervision
by the supervisory author-
ity," the Reserve Bank of
India said.

The draft said REs
should put in place a
board-approved code of
conduct for Direct Sales
Agents (DSA)/ Direct
Marketing Agents (DMA)/
Recovery Agents (applica-
ble to commercial banks,
cooperative banks and
NBFCs). The REs should
ensure that the
D S A / D M A / Re c ove r y
Agents are properly
trained to handle their re-
sponsibilities with care
and sensitivity, particular-

ly aspects, such as solicit-
ing customers, hours of
calling, privacy of cus-
tomer information and
conveying the correct
terms and conditions of
the products on offer.

"The REs and their
Recovery Agents shall not
resort to intimidation or
harassment of any kind,
either verbal or physical,
against any person in
their debt collection ef-
forts, including acts in-
tended to humiliate pub-
licly or intrude upon the
privacy of the
debtors'/their guarantors'
family members...," the
draft said. They should
not also send inappropri-
ate messages either on
mobile or through social
media, making threaten-
ing and anonymous calls,
persistently calling the
borrower/guarantor, and

making false and mislead-
ing representations.
"Further, the REs and
their Recovery Agents are
barred from calling the
borrower/guarantor be-
fore 8:00 a.m. and after 7:00
p.m. for recovery of over-
due loans," the RBI has
proposed. The draft, on
which the RBI has invited
stakeholders' comments
by November 28, 2023, also
said the REs should have
in place a management
structure to monitor and
control their outsourcing
activities. It also proposes
norms for off-shore out-
sourcing of financial serv-
ices.

The Reserve Bank said
the draft Directions have
been prepared by incorpo-
rating, updating and
where required, harmon-
ising the extant direc-
tions.

RBI proposes to bar recovery
agents from calling borrowers 

Before 8 am, 
after 7 pm

New Delhi, Oct 26: 

'Is India surging for-
ward, having just overtak-
en the UK to become the
fifth-largest economy in
the world?' or 'Is it floun-
dering, unable to provide
jobs for the millions join-
ing the labour force?' are
among the questions on
India's growth and
progress that former RBI
governor Raghuram
Rajan and economist
Rohit Lamba seek to an-
swer in their upcoming
book, "Breaking the
Mould: Reimagining
India's Economic Future".
The book, scheduled to re-
lease under Penguin
Random House India's
(PRHI) business imprint
in December, highlights
the critical challenges
that India faces in today's
global economy when
compared to other major
economies as it urges "the

nation to break free from
the shackles of the past
and look to the possibili-
ties of the future". "India
is at a critical juncture.
The decisions we make
now will determine its
economic future, either
for the good or the bad.
Our book outlines India's
options -- it can either
blindly follow outdated
paths that other countries
took or it can chart a
uniquely Indian way.

"We believe that India
has a clear trajectory
which builds on its histor-
ical strengths, and it is
not the one it is currently
embarked on. We are en-
thusiastic about making
the case to all our audi-
ences, sharing what we
have learnt on the jour-
ney together," said Rajan,
currently a professor at
the University of Chicago
Booth School of Business,
in a statement.

In the book, the authors
explain how India can ac-
celerate economic devel-
opment by investing in
human capital, expand-
ing opportunities in high-
skilled services and man-
ufacturing centred on in-
novative new products,
and making India a fer-
ment of ideas and creativ-
ity to accelerate growth.
They also claim to ex-
plain how India's demo-
cratic traditions will sup-
port this path, helped fur-
ther by governance re-
forms, including
strengthening democratic
institutions and greater
decentralisation. "How to
bring prosperity to the
hundreds of millions of
our fellow citizens who
are painfully just about
getting by. I've known
Raghu for a decade now,
and this question would
engross us every time we
spoke.

Former RBI governor Raghuram Rajan,
economist Rohit Lamba co-write book

on future of Indian economy

New Delhi, Oct 26:  

Reserve Bank Governor
Shaktikanta Das has said
that the Central Bank
Digital Currency (CBDC),
which is being promoted by
the central bank, can play
an important role in cross-
border payments without
much difficulty. The
Reserve Bank, he said, has
undertaken pilot projects
with regard to promotion of
the CBDC and the results
have been "excellent". The
CBDC as a pilot was intro-
duced in the wholesale and
retail segments and will
now be extended to
overnight money markets.

"The learning has been
excellent and more than
what it was one year ago.
We are even more con-

vinced that CBDC can
prove to be the most effec-
tive and efficient mode for
cross-border payments in
particular, other than of
course domestic transac-
tions. And this is not some-
thing which is very diffi-
cult," he said at an interac-
tion at IMF Governor Talks
at Marrakesh, Morocco
early this month. He em-
phasised that while paper

currency will continue, the
CBDC is going to be the fu-
ture currency of the world.

"CBDC is going to be the
future currency of the
world and it is necessary
that every central bank,
every country works on
CBDC," he said. He further
said the world is moving to-
wards technology, and
CBDCs have a major role,
because they can really fa-
cilitate efficient, cost-effec-
tive and faster payments
across jurisdictions for
cross border payments for
cross border transactions.
On India's foreign ex-
change reserves, the gover-
nor said it was a conscious
decision to build up the re-
serves as a buffer and in-
surance against spillover
risks.

Central Bank Digital Currency
can play important role in

cross-border payment: RBI GuvNew Delhi, Oct 26: 

Amid rising complaints from
air travellers, the Centre has
called a meeting on
November 8 with senior offi-
cials of all airlines and travel
portals to discuss grievances
related to 'refund not given
after ticket cancellation' and
showing every seat as 'paid'
despite free web check-in,
among others. Consumer
Affairs Secretary Rohit Kumar
Singh, in a media briefing,
said about 10,000 complaints
related to the airline sector
has been received through
the government's National
Consumer Helpline in the last
one year.
About half of the complaints
are related to "ticket can-
celled but no refund received
from airlines". Some of the
major grievances also include
airlines showing every seat

as paid despite free mandato-
ry web check-in, he said.
"These complaints are just a
tip of the iceberg. We have
called a meeting on
November 8 to discuss these
consumer grievances with all
airlines, travel portals and
consumer organisations,"
Singh said. While booking a
ticket either through airline
websites or travel portals, he
said, the department has
noticed that many of the con-
sumers are not happy with
the interface and they think
they are "misled and cheat-
ed".
"Airlines say 'free web check-
in' but 'seats are paid'. Once
a traveller has paid the fare
and the airlines has issued a
confirmed ticket then all the
services have to be fair and
to the advantage of the con-
sumers. You cannot take con-
sumer to a ride," he said. 

Govt to meet officials of airlines,
travel portals to discuss 

consumer grievances on Nov 8

Mumbai, Oct 26: 

Sliding for the sixth straight
session, equity benchmark
Sensex on Thursday plunged
about 900 points to crash below
the 64,000 level due to an
across-the-board selloff amid
heightened tension in the
Middle East. Besides sluggish
trends in global markets, deep
losses in auto, financial and
energy stocks as well as fresh
selling by foreign investors
added to the gloom, analysts
said. The 30-share BSE Sensex
slumped 900.91 points or 1.41
per cent to settle below the
64,000 mark at 63,148.15.
During the day, it plummeted
956.08 points or 1.49 per cent to
63,092.98. The Nifty dived
264.90 points or 1.39 per cent to
18,857.25. Since October 17, the
BSE benchmark has tumbled

3,279.94 points or 4.93 per cent,
while the Nifty fell 954.25 points
or 4.81 per cent. Mahindra &
Mahindra was the biggest loser
in the Sensex pack, falling 4.06
per cent, followed by Bajaj
Finserv, Asian Paints, Nestle,
Bajaj Finserv, JSW Steel, Titan,
HDFC Bank, Tech Mahindra,
Tata Motors and Larsen &
Toubro. In contrast, Axis Bank,
ITC, HCL Technologies, NTPC
and IndusInd Bank were the
gainers.

Sensex tumbles 900
points amid broad-based
selloff; slips below 64K

New Delhi, Oct 26: 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi  chaired a
PRAGATI meeting to re-
view the progress of eight
key projects, spread across
seven states and having a
cumulative worth of
around Rs 31,000 crore, his
office said in a statement.
PRAGATI is the multi-
modal platform for Pro-
Active Governance and
Timely Implementation of
the projects involving the
Centre and states. It was
the 43rd edition of the
meeting. Among the proj-
ects, four were concerned
with water supply and ir-
rigation, two related to ex-
panding national high-

ways and connectivity, and
two more related to rail
and metro rail connectivi-
ty. "These projects have a
cumulative cost of around
Rs 31,000 crore and relate
to 7 states: Bihar,
Jharkhand, Haryana,
Odisha, West Bengal,
Gujarat and
Maharashtra," it said.

The prime minister em-

phasised that PM Gati
Shakti National Master
Plan Portal in conjunction
with technologies such as
satellite imagery can help
address various issues of
implementation and plan-
ning relating to location
and land requirements for
projects. He said all the
stakeholders executing
projects in high popula-
tion-density urban areas
may appoint nodal officers
and form teams for better
coordination.

For irrigation projects,
he advised that visits of
stakeholders be organised
where successful rehabili-
tation and reconstruction
work has been done, the
statement said.

PM Modi reviews progress of 8 
projects worth around Rs 31,000 cr

Chennai, Oct 26:  

Piaggio Vehicles Pvt
Ltd, the subsidiary of
Italian automaker Piaggio
& C. SpA, has sold about
26,000 units of its electric
three-wheelers this year.
The Indian subsidiary had
retailed about 12,000 units
last year, Amit Sagar, the
company's Executive Vice
President, Commercial
Vehicles said on Thursday.
Piaggio Vehicles
launched its first 3-wheel-
er passenger EV -- Ape E-
city FX NE Max in Tamil
Nadu priced at Rs 3.46
lakh. The passenger vehi-
cle is an addition to the ex-
isting cargo range of vehi-
cles.

"We are not only launch-
ing a product today, we are
launching a mindset, we
are launching a new way
of commuting," Sagar told
reporters, after unveiling
Ape E-city FX NE Max
passenger that is equipped

with a driving range of
145 kms on a single
charge. "You will see a dif-
ferent kind of three wheel-
er in Tamil Nadu. A big
difference..", he said and
claimed that the running
cost of the vehicle was 0.50
paise per kilometre. To a
query, he said the compa-
ny had sold about 26,000
units across India. Last
year, the company retailed
around 12,000 units.
Piaggio Vehicles, he
noted, appointed 11 dealer-
ship network across Tamil
Nadu following the
launch.

Piaggio sells about 26,000
electric 3-wheelers in 2023

JEWELLERY EXHIBITION

Bollywood actress Tamannaah Bhatia during a press
conference for 'Jewels of India' jewellery exhibition, in
Bengaluru, Thursday, Oct. 26.

Mumbai, Oct 26:  

The rupee continued its
downward trend for the
third consecutive session
to close 6 paise lower at
83.23 (provisional) against
the US dollar on Thursday,
dragged down by massive
selling in equity markets
and strengthening
American currency over-
seas. Withdrawal of for-
eign funds and elevated
crude oil prices touching
USD 90 a barrel also
weighed on the domestic
currency, forex traders
said. At the interbank for-
eign exchange market, the
local unit opened weak at
83.19 and traded between

the peak of 83.18 and the
lowest level of 83.24
against the greenback. It
finally settled at 83.23 (pro-
visional) against the dol-
lar, registering a loss of 6
paise from its previous
close. This is the third

straight fall for the Indian
currency. It dropped 4
paise on Monday, followed
by a dip of 1 paisa on
Wednesday when it settled
at 83.17. Forex markets
were closed on Tuesday on
account of Dussehra.
Analysts attributed the
strengthening dollar to a
record rise in the US
Treasury yields after posi-
tive data on home sales in
the US on Wednesday.
Anuj Choudhary, Research
Analyst at Sharekhan by
BNP Paribas, said a surge
in global crude oil prices
put pressure on the rupee,
but reports of selling of
dollars by the RBI cush-
ioned the downside.

Rupee falls 6 paise to end
at 83.23 against US dollar

Tokyo, Oct 26:  

Japanese auto major
Toyota Motor Corporation
has initiated the process to
enhance manufacturing
capacity in India with two
plants running at full ca-
pacity in the country, a
senior company official
said on Thursday.
Speaking to media on the
sidelines of the Japan
Mobility Show here,
Toyota Motor Corporation
Board Member and
Executive Vice President
Yoichi Miyazaki con-
firmed the development
and said the company is
reaching full plant capaci-
ty utilisation in India.

Toyota initiates
process to enhance

manufacturing
capacity in India

Mumbai, Oct 26: 

HDFC ERGO General
Insurance Company,
India’s leading private
sector general insurance
company, has been autho-
rised by the Government
of Chhattisgarh to imple-
ment the Pradhan Mantri
Fasal Bima Yojana
(PMFBY) for loanee and
non-loanee farmers in the
districts of Bilaspur,
Durg, Manendragarh-
C h i r m i r i - B h a r at p u r,
Mungeli, Sukma, Surguja,
Balod, Balodabazar,
Balrampur, Dantewada,
G a u r e l l a - P e n d r a -
Marwahi and Raipur for
the Rabi, 2023 season
PMFBY scheme insures
farmers against any loss-
es in crop yield arising
out of a wide range of ex-
ternal risks such as cy-
clones, hailstorms,
Inundations, cyclonic

rains, unseasonal rains,
cloud burst, fire due to
natural causes. To deter-
mine the loss in the yield,
the state government will
plan and conduct Crop
Cutting Experiments
(CCEs) on the notified
crops in areas notified for
the scheme. In case the
yield data, based on CCEs
conducted, concludes to
be low then the farmers
will be considered to have
suffered a shortfall in
their yield for which the
claims will be payable to
the farmers. The scheme
provides insurance cover
for all stages of the crop
cycle including pre-sow-
ing, harvesting and post-
harvest risks. All the
products under the
PMFBY scheme are ap-
proved by the Department
of Agriculture,
Government of
Chhattisgarh.

HDFC ERGO implements
Pradhan Mantri Fasal

Bima Yojana for farmers New Delhi, Oct 26:  

Investment in the Indian
capital markets through par-
ticipatory notes rose over a
six-year high at Rs 1.33 lakh
crore at September-end,
making it the seventh con-
secutive monthly increase,
on the back of robust macro-
economic fundamentals.
This is the highest level
since July 2017 -- when in-
vestment through the route
stood at Rs 1.35 lakh crore,
data from the Securities and
Exchange Board of India
(Sebi) showed. The latest
data includes the value of p-
note investments in Indian
equity, debt, and hybrid se-
curities. Participatory notes
(P-notes) are issued by regis-
tered Foreign Portfolio
Investors (FPIs) to overseas
investors who wish to be
part of the Indian stock mar-
ket without registering
themselves directly.

They, however, need to go
through a due diligence

process. According to Sebi
data, the value of p-note in-
vestments in Indian markets
-- equity, debt, and hybrid se-
curities -- stood at Rs 1,33,284
crore at the end of
September as compared to
Rs 1,28,249 crore a month
earlier.

In comparison, invest-
ment through the route was
Rs 1.23 lakh crore in July, Rs
1.13 lakh crore in June, Rs
1.04 lakh crore at May-end,
Rs 95,911 crore at April-end,
Rs 88,600 crore at March-end,
Rs 88,398 crore at February-
end and Rs 91,469 crore at
January-end. The growth in
p-notes generally aligns with
the trend in FPI flows. When
there is a global risk to the
environment, investment
through this route increases,
and vice-versa. Market ana-
lysts say one of the prime
factors for the growth in p-
notes investments is the sta-
ble Indian economy against
an uncertain global macro
backdrop.

P-notes investment continues
to swell for seventh month on

robust macros



Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Oct 26: The
Railway Protection Force
(RPF) of South East
Central Railway has suc-
cessfully reunited passen-
gers with their lost be-
longings, totaling over
1.73 crore rupees in value.

Under the dedicated
campaign 'Operation
Amanat,' the RPF dili-
gently safeguards and re-
turns lost items to their
rightful owners, ensuring
the welfare of millions of
Indian railway travelers.

Indian Railways,
known for its commit-
ment to providing top-
notch services to passen-
gers of all classes, has fur-
ther enhanced the travel
experience by addressing
the common issue of lost
belongings.

Passengers, who occa-

sionally forget
their items on
train seats or mis-
place them in the
hustle and bustle
of railway sta-
tions, can now
breathe a sigh of
relief thanks to
' O p e r a t i o n
Amanat.'

To reclaim their
lost possessions,
passengers simply
need to call the
helpline number
139 or visit the rele-
vant station offices
to report their loss.

The RPF, dedicated to
ensuring the safety of
passengers' belongings,
promptly verifies and re-
covers the lost items.
Once authenticated, these
items are returned to
their rightful owners
with care and efficiency.

This year's 'Operation
Amanat' has yielded
heartening results, with
lost goods worth 1.73
crore rupees restored to
848 grateful passengers.

Notably, the campaign
has brought joy to 398 pas-
sengers in the Bilaspur

Division, who received
lost items worth 49.73
lakh rupees, 312 passen-
gers in the Raipur
Division, who were re-
united with belongings
valued at 86.82 lakh ru-
pees, and 128 passengers
in the Nagpur Division,
who had items worth
36.99 lakh rupees re-
turned to them.

Passengers seeking in-
formation about their lost
items can visit the South
East Central Railway's
website, navigate to
'Passenger and Freight
Services,' and select their
respective railway divi-
sion.

Detailed information
about recovered items is
conveniently available, al-
lowing passengers to con-
tact the local RPF office
and reclaim their cher-
ished possessions.

Central Chronicle News

Manendragarh, Oct 26:
As Sharadiya Navratri, the
nine-day festival dedicated
to honoring the nine forms
of Goddess Durga, reached
its crescendo, devotees in
Manendragarh celebrated
a serene and traditional
Durga Visarjan with fer-
vour and enthusiasm.

This year, due to the
Model Code of Conduct in
place for the upcoming
Vidhan Sabha General
Elections 2023, the district
witnessed a unique and
peaceful immersion of the
revered deity.

Throughout Navratri,
devotees had immersed

themselves in worship and
blessings, culminating in
the grand immersion of
Goddess Durga on the
tenth day. In adherence to
the Model Code of
Conduct regulations, DJ
sound systems remained
silent. However, the spirit

of the festival remained vi-
brant as the immersion
ceremony embraced the
age-old traditions of
drums, processions, and
traditional hymns.

The absence of loud DJ
music was a notable de-
parture from previous

years, and it was met with
enthusiasm and happiness
by the people, who reveled
in the peaceful and harmo-
nious atmosphere during
the immersion. The elder-
ly citizens of the city, in
particular, commended
the administration's ef-
forts in preserving the cul-
tural essence of the cele-
bration and reducing
noise pollution.

This year's Durga
Visarjan was a testament
to the devotion and
adaptability of the com-
munity, showcasing how
tradition and tranquility
can harmoniously coex-
ist, even in times of
change and regulation.

Central Chronicle News

Khairagarh, Oct 26: In
an unexpected turn of
events, police personnel
from the newly estab-
lished district of
Khairagarh-Chuikhadan-
Gandai had a memorable
moments with cricketing
legend and Bharat Ratna
awardee, Sachin
Tendulkar, on the night of
Tuesday, October 24.

What started as a rou-
tine checkpoint stop in
the Mohgaon Thana area
of Khairagarh district
turned into a delightful
surprise as officers dis-
covered that they had
pulled over the iconic
"god of cricket" himself.

As Sachin Tendulkar

and his family were en
route to Kanha Kisli for a
holiday getaway, little did
they know that their luxu-
ry car would attract the
attention of Khairagarh's
diligent police force.
Unaware of the VIP pas-

senger within, the offi-
cers conducted a thor-
ough inspection, only to
realize that the cricketing
legend was in their midst.

Their joy knew no
bounds as they followed
protocol and conducted a

comprehensive inquiry
with the utmost respect
for Sachin Tendulkar and
his family. During this un-
expected moments,
Sachin Tendulkar's hu-
mility and cooperation
shone brightly, leaving a
lasting impression on the
officers.

In a heartwarming
twist, some police person-
nel even seized the oppor-
tunity to take selfies with
the cricket legend, and
these cherished moments
have since become a viral
sensation on social
media. This unique en-
counter will be a cher-
ished memory for both
the Khairagarh police
force and Sachin
Tendulkar himself.

EVM and VVPAT machines
sealed in strong room 

Central Chronicle News

Mahasamund, Oct 26:
After the first randomiza-
tion of EVM machines for
the Assembly Elections
2023, EVM and VVPAT
machines were kept and
sealed in the strong room
of Agricultural Produce
Market and Markfed
Godown, Pitiyajhar
Mahasamund.

During this time, as-
sembly wise separation of
machines was done for
the polling stations of the
four assembly constituen-
cies of the district and
District Collector and
District Election Officer
Prabhat Malik,
Additional Collector
Durgesh Verma, Deputy
District Election Officer
Nirbhay Sahu and ROs
and AROs of all the as-
sembly constituencies
along with political lead-
ers of Indian National

Congress, Bharatiya
Janata Party, Aam Aadmi
Party, CPIM and Bahujan
Samaj Party were present.
Representatives of the
parties were also present.

A total of 1294 BU, 1294
CU and 1401 VVPAT ma-
chines were sealed in the
strong room for the four

assembly constituencies
Saraipali-39, Basna-40,
Khallari-41 and
M a h a s a m u n d - 4 2 .
Videography of this en-
tire process was also
done,it is known that the
second randomization of
machines will take place
on 04 November 2023.

Ravana Dahan concludes
with festive spirits

Central Chronicle News

Khairagarh, Oct 26:
Ravana Dahan was per-
formed as per the tradi-
tion that has been going on
since the princely times in
Fateh Maidan of the city.

As per traditions, King
Aryavrat Singh of the
Khairagarh royal family,
along with the icons of
Ram, Lakshman and
Hanuman left for a city
tour from the Maa Ambe
Durgotsav Samiti pandal
located at Civil Lines, in a
royal carriage greeting
people.

As per information, the
royal Dussehra of
Khairagarh was organized
two years after the death of
former MLA and MP, Raja
Sargi Devvrat Singh of
Khairagarh and the people
of the area were eager to
see Aryavrata as a king.

After 2 years, Kamal
Vilas Palace, which was
closed under administra-
tive surveillance, was also
opened as part of the fes-
tive traditions. On the
other hand, the immersion
tableau of Maa Ambe was
taken out by the munici-
pality from Banke Bihari
temple, after which the ef-
figy of Ravana was burnt

in Itwari market Ravana
Bhata.

It may be noted that due
to the imposition of code
of conduct due to the up-
coming elections, no event
of any kind was organized
this time during Dussehra
due to which the market of
the city looked dull.

This time, no cultural
programs were organized

by the Municipal Council
for the entertainment of
the citizens regarding the
Dussehra festival, due to
which the residents in-
cluding the villagers who
reached the city were
quite disappointed, but a
cultural program was or-
ganized at Fateh Maidan
only by the royal Dussehra
festival committee.
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Voter Awareness
program held

KKhhaaiirraaggaarrhh,,  OOcctt  2266:: In view of
the upcoming assembly elec-
tions, a Rangoli competition
was organized in Government
New College, Thelkadih, to
make students aware about
voting, the theme of which was
voter awareness. 08 college
teams participated in the event
and a beautiful and attractive
rangoli was made by the stu-
dents for voter awareness and
it was observed and judged by
the college's jury comprising
Dr. LC Sinha, CS Rathore and
Vinay Masiyare. B.Sc. second
year Lakshmi Sahu and her
colleagues secured first posi-
tion in the competition, where-
as BA I student Durgeshwari
and her friend stood second
and BSc III student Arya Verma
and her friend stood third.
College Principal AK
Srivastava congratulated all
the winners. Sweep Nodal
Officer DK Sahu, Assistant
Professor Vinay Masiyare,
Benvikram Burman, Campus
Ambassador Vicky Sinha, vol-
unteers Masoom Pal, Durgesh
Sahu, Yuvraj Nirmalkar had
commendable contribution in
guiding and encouraging the
students in this work.

Sachin Tendulkar stopped by
police en route to Kanha Kisli

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Oct 26:
Collector Avanish Sharan
conducted a surprise in-
spection of the district
hospital on Wednesday
evening to ensure top-
notch healthcare services,
dedicating approximately
one and a half hours to
evaluate patient care and
hospital facilities. This ef-
fort aimed to enhance the
overall quality of health-
care and uplift the welfare
of admitted patients.

During the inspection,
Sharan personally en-
gaged with patients to as-
sess the level of treatment
and available amenities.
Valuable insights into the
quality of nutrition pro-
vided to pregnant women,
children, and inpatients
were gathered.

Furthermore, the
Collector took steps to en-
sure that upon admission,
patients receive compre-
hensive guidance about
their treatment plans.

Expressing concern
over the unoccupied beds
at the Nutrition
Rehabilitation Center
within the hospital, the
Collector promptly direct-
ed collaboration between
the hospital administra-
tion and the Women and
Child Development
Department. The goal is to
maximize the benefits of
the program for malnour-
ished children in need. In
attendance during this
visit were Civil Surgeon
Dr. Anil Gupta and CMHO
Dr. Rajesh Shukla.

The Collector's assess-
ment extended to various
wards and facilities, and

he expressed satisfaction
with the hospital's cleanli-
ness and basic amenities.
The Maternity and Child
Hospital, equipped with
100 beds on the hospital
premises, was thoroughly
examined, and patient
feedback was sought.
Expectant mothers and in-
fant caregivers reported

receiving nutritious
meals, including eggs,
milk, carrots, and chick-
pea curry, with consistent-
ly high-quality treatment.

The Pathology Lab was
also under scrutiny, with
plans for the soon-to-be-op-
erational Hamar lab offer-
ing over 250 types of tests
at no cost to patients. The

Collector emphasized the
promotion of the ABHA
App, designed for patient
registration within the
hospital.

In addition, the inspec-
tion revealed that nearly
250 patients undergo vari-
ous tests daily at the dis-
trict hospital, with up-
dates on the well-funded
Jeevandeep Committee.
Notably, the district hospi-
tal is the first in the state
to remunerate Jeevan
Deep Samiti employees at
collector rates, ensuring
the welfare of healthcare
workers.

Lastly, the availability
and distribution of medi-
cines for patients were
meticulously evaluated,
underscoring the commit-
ment to quality health-
care within the district
hospital.

Collector conducts surprise inspection of district hospital
Meet patients and evaluate treatment and facilities 

Traditional drums and hymns replace DJ sound systems

‘Operation Amanat’ reunites passengers with precious belongings

Durga Visarjan Yatra 
carried out with devotion

Central Chronicle News

Kurud, Oct 26:
Immersion of the idols
of Durga pandals and
committees established
all over the city was
done with great devo-
tion touring through
various chowks and
streets, in song troupes
and dancing.

In this immersion
journey, members of
public committees along
with girls and women of
ward localities also
danced vigorously to the
devotional songs and
many social workers
and committee mem-
bers gave a grand wel-
come to the devotees.

Durga idols of the
public Navdurgotsav
committees established
across the city were
taken out with Jyot
Jwara equipped in vari-
ous vehicles and Prasad
was distributed at
Purana Bazar Chowk
through various routes.

Chandrakar, Neelam
Chandrakar, Ashish
Sharma, Rameshar
Sahu, Geetaram Sinha,
Yogesh Chandrakar
Montu, Puranik Sahu
Jansing Yadav Vaibhav
Chandrakar Ishwari
Thaneshwar Tarak
Mahim Shukla Dumesh
Sahu of Abhinandan
Committee were pres-
ent,similarly, in

Hutatma Chowk, BJP
Mahila Morcha's Jyoti
Chandrakar, Nirupama
Ravikant Chandrakar,
Jaya Bhoi, Sangeeta
Sen, Geeta Reddy,
Bhumika Sinha,
Chitrarekha Tandon,
Sangeeta Sen,
D h a n e s h w a r i
Nirmalkar, Geeta
Thakur, Shail
Chandrakar, Sheetal
N a g a r a c h i ,
T u m e s h w a r i
Dhruv,were also pres-
ent. Mahabhandare
Prasadi was also distrib-
uted to the family mem-
bers in the memory of
late Gauri Shankar
Shukla at Hutatma
Chowk.

Devotees celebrate serene 
Durga visarjan tradition

RPF returns lost goods worth Rs 1.73 crore EC facilitates inclusive voting experience

Central Chronicle News

Kawardha, Oct 26: As
per the directives of the
Election Commission of
India and the Chief
Electoral Officer of
Chhattisgarh, in the up-
coming Vidhan Sabha
General Elections 2023,
more than forty percent
of differently-abled
(with mandatory dis-
ability certificates) and
octogenarian voters will
have the option to cast
their votes from the
comfort of their homes.

In both the Pandaria

and Kawardha Vidhan
Sabha constituencies,
450 voters will utilize
postal ballots to cast
their votes. The desig-
nated voting days for
these special voters in
Pandaria (Assembly
Constituency No. 71)
and Kawardha
(Assembly Constituency
No. 72) have been set for
October 30 and 31.

The voting window
will be open from 8 AM
to 5 PM, with the entire
voting process meticu-
lously videographed to
ensure transparency
and accountability.

In alignment with the
Election Commission's
commitment to uphold-
ing the principles of
free, fair, and peaceful
voting, polling teams
and personnel will be
deployed, and compre-
hensive video recording

of the voting procedure
will be carried out.

Janmejay Mahobe, the
Collector and District
Election Officer, extend-
ed a warm invitation to
all candidates and their
representatives from the
Pandaria and Kawardha
constituencies, sharing
crucial details about the
voting schedule. A well-
structured route plan
has been devised for the
efficient movement of
polling teams.

Following the Election
Commission's direc-
tives, rigorous measures
will be taken to establish
independent, unbiased,
and tranquil polling
booths, alongside the
formation of competent
polling teams.

In preparation for this
inclusive initiative,
Collector and District
Election Officer

Janmejay Mahobe per-
sonally provided special
training to presiding of-
ficers, polling teams,
and law enforcement
personnel.

Mahobe emphasized
that a total of 159 voters
from Pandaria and 291
voters from Kawardha
have opted to cast their
votes from the comfort
of their homes through
postal ballots.

This includes 30 dif-
ferently-abled voters
and 129 octogenarian
voters in Pandaria, and
51 differently-abled vot-
ers and 246 octogenari-
an voters in Kawardha.

These arrangements
have been put in place to
ensure that every eligi-
ble voter, regardless of
their circumstances,
can actively participate
in the democratic
process.

Over 40% divyang and
octogenarians to cast
votes in Kawardha
and Pandaria 
constituencies 
on Oct 30 and 31
Postal ballots ensure
participation for all
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Hangzhou, Oct 26 (PTI):

Indian para athletes on
Thursday created history
by winning the highest
number of medals in the
Asian Para Games, taking
country's tally to 80, in-
cluding 18 gold medals.

India have now gone
past the earlier best of 72
achieved in the 2018 edi-
tion in Indonesia.

India's medal tally read
18 gold, 23 silver and 39
bonze, and the count will
keep on increasing till the
end of the fourth day of
competitions.

With two more days left
in the Games, the country
is on course to achieving
its target of 100 medals in
this Hangzhou edition.

India had won 72 medals
(15 gold, 24 silver, 33
bronze) in the last edition
in Jakarta which was the
best before this Hangzhou

Games.
Sachin Sarjerao Khilari

won the first gold of the
day in men's F46 shot put
with a Games record
throw of 16.03m while
Rohit Kumar took the
bronze with 14.56m.

Para shooter Sidhartha
Babu then bagged another
gold in R6 mixed 50m rifle
prone SH1 event as he shot
an Asian Para Games
score of 247.7.

The compound mixed
team of Sheetal Devi and
Rakesh Kumar won a gold
after defeating their
Chinese counterparts Lin
Yueshan and Ai Xinliang
151-149 in the final.

India also won a bronze
medal in archery men's
doubles W1 event with the
pair of Adil Mohamed
Nazir Ansari and Naveen
Dalal defeating the
Kazakh pair of Nurshat
Toleukassym and Sagdat
Duisembayev 125-120.

Simran and Bhagyashri
Madhavrao Jadhav won a
silver each in women's T12
100m and women's F34

shot put respectively.
Simran clocked 26.12 sec-
onds while Jadhav cleared
7.54m.

Narayan Thakur won a
bronze in men's T35 100m
with a time of 14.37 sec-
onds. Shreyansh Trivedi
also took a bronze in men's
T37 100m with a time of
12.24 seconds.

In para badminton,
Sukant Indukant Kadam
(men's singles SL4), Sivan
Nithya Sumathy (women's
singles SH6), Manisha
Ramadass (women's sin-
gles SU5), Mandeep
Kaur/Manisha Ramadass
(women's doubles SL3-
SU5), Krishna
N a g a r / S i v a r a j a n
Solaimalai (men's doubles
SH6) and Pramod
Bhagat/Sukant Indukant
Kadam (men's doubles
SL3-SL4) won a bronze
medal each after losing
their respective semifinal
matches. In chess,
Bhaveshkumar Rathi
Himanshi picked up a
bronze in women's individ-
ual standard VI-B1 event.

India creates history in Asian Para Games

India's Kumar Rakesh (C) and Devi Sheetal (L) compete in the mixed team compound - open gold
medal archery match during the 2022 Asian Para Games in Hangzhou, in China's eastern Zhejiang
province on October 26.

Takes tally to
record 80 medals
with 2 days left

Chennai, Oct 26 (PTI):

Babar Azam's captaincy
hangs by a thread as
Pakistan faces a pivotal
showdown against South
Africa in the World Cup.
Three consecutive defeats
have put immense pressure
on Babar and his team.
Another loss could seal
their elimination, making
it nearly impossible to re-
vive their campaign, even if
they win their remaining
matches.

Pakistan is known for its
unpredictable performanc-
es, capable of brilliance one
day and embarrassment the
next. Facing a formidable
South African side, they
must summon a world-class
display to stay alive in the

tournament. The gap in
performance between the
two teams is substantial.
South Africa's batting has
been consistently strong,
with key contributions
from Quinton de Kock,

Heinrich Klaasen, and
Aiden Markram. In con-
trast, Pakistan's traditional
batting approach has left
them struggling, evident in
their limited boundary
count.

Johor (Malaysia), Oct 26 (PTI):

Indian hockey colts, fol-
lowing their title-winning
feat in the men's Junior
Asia Cup earlier this year,
will look to continue their
fine run when they take on
arch-rivals Pakistan in the
Sultan of Johor Cup open-
er here on Friday.

India are placed in Pool
B along with Malaysia,
Pakistan, and New
Zealand, while Pool A fea-
tures Germany, Australia,
South Africa and Great
Britain.

The last time the Johor
Cup defending champions
India faced Pakistan was
during the Junior Asia
Cup in June, where they
defeated the neighbours 2-1

to win the tournament a
record fourth time. India
will face Malaysia and New
Zealand on October 28 and
30 respectively in the group
stage. The team must en-
sure a top-two finish in the
pool to secure qualification
for the semifinals. "We will
aim for a strong start to our
campaign with a win
against Pakistan and main-
tain consistency in our per-
formances, all the way to
the finals," said captain
Uttam Singh. "We will look
to execute the game plan in
every single match to the
best of our abilities."

The colts have had a suc-
cessful year, where they
won the last edition of the
Sultan of Johor Cup, the
Junior Asia Cup, followed
by good performances in
the U21 four-nations tour-
nament in Germany re-
cently.

Sultan Johor Cup hockey

Indian Colts to face
Pakistan in opener

Pakistan locked in a do-or-die
battle against South Africa

Pakistan's Imam-ul-Haq (R) attends a practice session with team-mates.

New Delhi, Oct 25 (PTI):

Star Australia all-round-
er Glenn Maxwell is well
aware of all the records and
said he drew on his experi-
ence of playing in India, in-
cluding the IPL, to belt a 40-
ball ODI century, the fastest
in World Cup history.

Maxwell smashed nine
fours and eight sixes on
way to a sensational 106 off
44 balls to propel Australia
to a mammoth 399 for eight
against the Netherlands.

Maxwell was averaging
12.4 in ODIs in 2023 and had-
n't hit a half-century in
India in ODIs since the start
of 2017.

"The fact that I've made
runs in India during the
IPL pretty regularly over
the last couple of years, so
I'm not too worried about
people saying that I haven't
made runs in ODI cricket
because it doesn't really
matter, especially my role
in one-day cricket," he said
at the post-match press con-

ference after Australia
hammered Netherlands by
309 runs here on
Wednesday.

"It's so similar to T20, so I
just draw on those experi-
ences, knowing that if I do
get it right on the day, hope-
fully my team will be win-
ning.

"Having had a bit of suc-
cess this year in India dur-
ing the IPL, I've come to
India during this World
Cup full of confidence and
even started well in the
practice games with a good
70 against Pakistan," he
said. "People talk about my

last 20 ODI games but
they're spaced out over 6
years over different conti-
nents all over the place and
one game at a time every
four months, so there's not
really much you can sort of
go by."

Maxwell, who also had
scored a hundred in 51 balls
against Sri lanka in the 2015
edition, said he is always
aware of the statistics.

"I'm very aware of them.
I'm very aware of balls
faced. I love the fastest 50,
fastest 100 records. I think
they're pretty cool records,"
he said when asked if he
keeps an eye on the stats.

"Sometimes to the detri-
ment of myself, I've always
probably pushed the bound-
aries a bit too much. I think
against Afghanistan in
2015, I was 88 off 37 and I
was like I'm getting into the
next two balls I hit one
straight to cover and
butchered it. I think I got
my fastest 100 next game,"
he said.

Chennai, Oct 26 (PTI):

A defeat against South
Africa on Friday will vir-
tually knock them out of
the World Cup but
Pakistan team is not
thinking that option as yet
with vice-captain Shadab
Khan instead hoping for a
return to winning ways
for his side.

With just four points
from five matches, it is a
must-win game for
Pakistan against South
Africa at the Chepauk.

Shadab admitted do-or-
die matches are generally
pressure situations but
said it could be different
for some teams.

"It depends on individ-
ual and team. I think that
reduces the pressure be-
cause you have no option,
nothing to lose. If you
lose, you're obviously out
of tournament. So, the
more positive things you
bring to the match, the

more you benefit," he said
at the pre-match press
conference.

"I think our team has
come out of such situa-
tions and also performed
well in such situations,
and hopefully, from tomor-
row, our winning streak
will start."

Isle of Man (UK), Oct 26 (PTI):

Grandmaster and World
Cup silver medallist R
Praggnanandhaa was held
to a draw by compatriot
Aryan Chopra, while D
Gukesh signed peace out of
a theoretical opening
against Rauf Mamedov of
Azerbaijan in the first
round of the FIDE Grand
Swiss that got underway
here.

Chopra is another young
Grandmaster who hails
from Delhi and is trying to
make a mark in interna-
tional circuit. Playing the
black side of a Slav defense
against someone who is, by

consent, one of the best tal-
ents in the world, Chopra
fought valiantly and held on
to his own in a finely-paced
game. Praggnanandhaa
traded queens early in the
opening and dented the
black's pawn structure a bit
and even stood slightly bet-
ter for quite some time.
However, the position was
always closer to a draw and
a flurry of exchanges led to
an equal opposite coloured
Bishops endgame. The
game was drawn after just
33 moves. Gukesh never got
a chance against Mamedov
who is known as a theoreti-
cian. Playing the black side
of a Sicilian Scheveningen,
the Indian Grandmaster
went for the Scheveningen
setup and Mamedov went
for an old variation that is
solid in nature.

Ranchi, Oct 26 (PTI):

The failure to clinch the
gold medal at the just-con-
cluded Asian Games still
fresh in its mind, the Indian
women's hockey team will
look to showcase its real po-
tential in the Asian
Champions Trophy when it
starts its campaign against
Thailand here on Friday.

India lost 0-4 to China in
the semifinals of the Asian
Games in Hangzhou but de-
feated Japan 2-1 to clinch
the bronze medal.

The bronze medal, how-
ever, was a disappointing
result for the Indians, who
started as favourites and
were eyeing a gold in the
Asian Games, which would
have given them a direct
ticket to next year's Paris
Olympics.

The ACT, however, will
provide a perfect platform

for the Savita Punia-led side
to avenge their defeat
against reigning Asian
Games champions China
and silver medallists Korea,
against whom they drew 1-1
in the league stages. Six
teams, including hosts

India, China, Japan, Korea,
Malaysia and Thailand will
compete in the tournament.
As per the format, all six
teams will play each other
in the round-robin league
stage and the top-four
teams will advance to the

semifinals. India's chief
coach Janneke Schopman
has named a tried and test-
ed side, with the only no-
table absentee from the
Asian Games squad being
experienced midfielder
Sushila Chanu, who has
been rested due to a sus-
pected Anterior Cruciate
Ligament (ACL) injury.
Baljeet Kaur has replaced
Sushila in the squad.

Vaishnavi Vitthal Phalke,
who too was in the Asian
Games squad, has been
named as a replacement
player along with Sharmila
Devi and will travel with
the squad as back-up op-
tion. Besides Sushila, there
were no surprises as such
in the squad named for the
ACT to be played at the
Marang Gomke Jaipal
Singh AstroTurf Hockey
Stadium here from October
27 till November 5.

India women’s hockey team looks
to showcase real potential in ACT

Indian women's hockey team captain Savita Punia with head
coach Janneke Schopman during a press conference, a day before
the commencement of the Women's Asian Champions Trophy
2023, at Marang Gomke Jaipal Singh Astro Turf Hockey Stadium in
Ranchi, Thursday, Oct. 26

We’ve come out of such
situations earlier: Shadab

I drew on India experience, says Maxwell
Tashkent, Oct 26 (PTI):
India had no answer to a second
half storm from Japan in their
first match of the AFC Women's
Olympic Qualifying Tournament
Round 2, suffering a heavy 0-7
defeat at the Lokomotiv
Stadium here on Thursday. India
head coach Thomas Dennerby
had set up a low block, playing
a 5-3-2 formation, a strategy
that worked well for the first 45
minutes as they managed to
keep it 0-1 at the breather. A
majority of defensive work fell
on the shoulders of centrebacks
Ashalata Devi, Sweety Devi and
Ritu Rani, central midfielders
Sangita Basfore, Shilky Devi and
Indumathi Kathiresan, who had
their work cut out inside their
own penalty area.
India had a few rare forays into
the Japan attacking third in the
opening exchanges, as
Indumathi sent a long ranger
which was blocked by Hana
Takahashi. The ensuing corner
was dealt with by the Japan
defence, and then continued an
onslaught that lasted for the
length of the game.

Praggnanandhaa held
by Aryan Chopra

Gukesh draws 
with Mamedov

New Delhi, Oct 26 (PTI):
National
Cricket
Academy head
VVS Laxman
could be in-
charge of the
Indian team
for the five-
match T20
International series against
Australia, which will start within
a week after the conclusion of
the ODI World Cup. Head coach
Rahul Dravid's contract will run
its course at the end of the
World Cup and obviously the
BCCI has the option of request-
ing the former India captain to
reapply as the board will have to
reinvite applications for the post
following the norm. It will be
interesting to see if 51-year-old
Dravid wants to continue as
head coach of the national team,
which involves extensive travel-
ling and constant pressure.

Laxman likely to be
in-charge for

Australia T20I series
post World Cup

Raipur, Oct 26:

C h h a t t i s g a r h
Badminton Association
in association with
Badminton Association of
India (BAI) is organising
Chhattisgarh India
International Challenge
2023 Badminton champi-
onship from October 31 to
November 5 at Raipur-
based i-Sports Badminton
Arena.

Providing the above in-
formation, the
Association Secretary
Sanjay Mishra said that
apart from India, the lead-
ing players from 15 other

countries would be partic-
ipating in the above
championship. He said
that championship would
be held in five categories
including Men Single,
Women Single, Men
Doubles, Women Doubles
and Mixed Doubles under
the International
Challenge championship.
64 Players would be part
of the Main Draw in
Single' event whereas the
Double's category would

have 32 teams. He in-
formed that players from
Australia, Bangladesh,
Canada, England,
Indonesia, Malaysia,
Maldives, Spain,
Srilanka, Thailand,
Uganda, Ukraine, USA
and Vietnam would be
part of the International
championship. According
to information received,
the Qualifying round
matches would begin
from October 31 under the
supervision of Malaysian
Referee.

Badminton enthusiast
IFS Officer Viswesh Rai
has been nominated as
the Organizing Chairman
of the Tournament.

Association Treasurer
Sanjay Bhansali was also
present on the occasion.

Chhattisgarh India International
Challenge Badminton 

tournament from Oct 31
Players from 
15 countries to
participate

Indian women’s 
football team

crushed 7-0 by Japan

Bengaluru, Oct 26 (PTI):

In a stunning upset, Sri
Lanka outclassed defending
champions England with an
eight-wicket victory in a
World Cup clash held at the
M Chinnaswamy Stadium
on Thursday. This decisive
win has dealt a severe blow
to England's chances of se-
curing a spot in the semifi-
nals.

Opting to bat first,
England's decision back-
fired as they crumbled
under Sri Lanka's pressure,
getting all out for a mere 156
runs in 33.2 overs. Their
early promise, reaching 44/0
in just six overs, soon
turned into despair as
England faced another sub-
200 total.

Lahiru Kumara emerged
as the star bowler for Sri
Lanka, delivering a remark-
able performance with fig-
ures of 7-0-35-3. Angelo
Mathews and Kasun Rajitha
complemented the effort
with two wickets each. Sri

Lanka, in pursuit of a mod-
est target, breezed through
the chase, reaching 160 for
the loss of only two wickets
in just 25.4 overs. Opener
Pathum Nissanka (77 not

out) and Sadeera
Samarawickrama (65 not
out) stood unbeaten, forging
a brilliant 137-run partner-
ship to secure the victory.
Although England briefly

entertained hopes of a
comeback when Sri Lanka
lost both Kusal Perera and
Kusal Mendis early in the
innings, Nissanka and
Samarawickrama swiftly

put those hopes to rest with
their composed batting dis-
play. Sri Lanka's triumph
was primarily orchestrated
by their bowlers, who capi-
talized on England's aggres-
sive approach and tight
fielding. Despite not facing
an overly challenging pitch,
England's inability to reach
a competitive total proved
costly. With this remarkable
win, Sri Lanka has made a
significant statement in the
World Cup, while England
finds itself in a precarious
position as their semifinal
hopes hang by a thread.

England’s title defence suffers another crushing blow
Sri Lanka beat England by eight wickets

EEnnggllaanndd:: 156 all out in 33.2
overs (Jonny Bairstow 30,
Ben Stokes 43; Kasun
Rajitha 2/36, Angelo
Mathews 2/14, Lahiru
Kumara 3/35).
SSrrii  LLaannkkaa:: 160 for 2 in 25.4
overs (Pathum Nissanka 77
not out, Sadeera
Samarawickrama 65 not
out; David Willey 2/30).

Brief Scores
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Union Minister of State and BJP leader Arjun Ram Meghwal and Rajasthan state BJP President C.P. Joshi address a
press conference at the party office, in Jaipur, Thursday. 
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Achempet (T'gana), Oct
26 (PTI): Cautioning peo-
ple not to fall for glib talk
and vote for the "wrong
people", Telangana Chief
Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao on
Thursday said it is the
public who suffer if they
don't chose a good party
that works for the develop-
ment of the state.

Speaking at an election
rally here , Rao, also
known as KCR said BJP
chief ministers who are
not able to provide ade-
quate drinking water and
power facilities in their
own states, will descend
here for the poll campaign
and "preach" to the voters.

"Personally we don't lose
anything ( if not voted to

power). If you defeat us,
then we will take rest. We
don't lose or gain any-
thing. But you (people)
will lose. It is my responsi-
bility to tell you, as the
fighters and achievers of
Telangana and to guide
Telangana in the right
way, it is our duty to tell

you,' he said. Hitting out at
the Congress he said all
that the party wants is to
boss over Telangana, in-
stead of its wellbeing.

Rao alleged the
Congress promised that it
would give 20 hours power
to farmers in Karnataka,
but ended up being unable
to supply electricity even
for five hours.

He said even Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
home state Gujarat also
does not provide power for
24 hours to farmers.

Alleging that though the
Congress Party ruled for
over fifty years after the
independence, it never
thought of implementing
schemes such as Dalit
Bandhu.

‘People will suffer if they
don’t vote for a good party’

K Chandrasekhar Rao

Cong trying to 
politicise ED action

against party leaders
in Raj: BJP

New Delhi, Oct 26 (PTI):
Rajasthan Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot and other
Congress leaders are try-
ing to "politicise" the
Enforcement Directorate's
action as it has moved in
to catch "big fishes" who
were involved in the exam-
ination paper leak case,
the BJP said on Thursday.

The BJP's reaction came
after the Congress
slammed the Centre over
the ED action against its
leaders in Rajasthan and
accused Prime Minister
Narendra Modi of taking
the help of probe agencies
in fighting the November
25 assembly polls in the
state.

The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on
Thursday raided the prem-
ises of Rajasthan
Congress president
Govind Singh Dotasra in
Jaipur and Sikar as part of
a money laundering probe
into the exam paper leak
case and summoned Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot's
son in a foreign exchange
violation case.

Gehlot flayed the ED ac-
tion, saying terror has
been unleashed in the
country.

Jaipur, Oct 26 (PTI): 

Slamming the ED action
against his son Vaibhav
and Rajasthan Congress
chief Govind Singh
Dotasra, Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot Thursday
accused the BJP of un-
leashing "terror" in the
country.

Gehlot also said the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) swung into action
after he announced two
poll promises on
Wednesday for women of
the state.

He said that five more
promises are also going to
be declared on Friday and
dared the ED to find five
more Congress leaders to
take action.

The chief minister also
likened the ED action to lo-
cust attack and said the
ED raids would destroy

"BJP's crops".
Gehlot claimed that ED

raids happen wherever
elections are held. Be it
Chhattisgarh, Karnataka
or Himachal Pradesh, ED
raids happened just before
elections, the chief minis-
ter said.

"Raids happened but the
Congress won the elec-
tions. The situation is wor-
risome. They have un-
leashed terror in the coun-
try," Gehlot said at a press
conference here.

Asserting that the
Congress "will not be
scared no matter how hard
they try", he alleged the
BJP was targeting him
through ED raids as they
could not topple his gov-
ernment.

"We will win the elec-
tions," the chief minister
asserted.

The ED on Thursday
raided the premises of
state Congress president
Dotasra and Omprakash
Hudla, the party's candi-
date from Mahua assem-
bly seat, as part of a
money laundering probe
into the alleged exam
paper leak case in the poll-
bound state.

The agency has also
summoned Vaibhav
Gehlot for questioning in a
case related to alleged con-
travention of the foreign
exchange law.

‘They’ve unleashed terror in country’

CM Ashok Gehlot 
addresses a press 

conference. 

Bhopal, Oct 26 (PTI): 

Congress leader
Randeep Singh
Surjewala said on
Thursday that his party
and SP are in principle
fighting together in the
country over issues like
unemployment, corrup-

tion and inflation and
that their DNA for the
Constitution and the na-
tion is the same.

Surjewala's remarks
came amid public discord
between the Congress
and Samajwadi Party
(SP) over seat-sharing for
next month's assembly
elections in Madhya
Pradesh. Both parties are
partners in the opposi-
tion bloc INDIA. "We have
been talking to our
INDIA alliance friends
from time to time.
Sometimes coordination
with them (on issues)
gets established and
sometimes it may not.
But in principle and in
terms of policies, we are
fighting together in the
country on the issues of
unemployment, inflation
and corruption," he said.

‘Cong, SP in principle fighting
together on several issues’

Randeep Singh Surjewala

New Delhi, Oct 26: 

On the issue of Woman
Safety Audit valuation at
Public and Work Place, a
special meeting was
called by National
Commission for Woman
(NCW) on October 26 in
New Delhi and Harshita
Pandey from
Chhattisgarh attended
this meeting.

The meeting was
chaired by National
Chairperson  Rekha

Sharma.
It needs to be men-

tioned here, a massive
survey in connection with
women safety at public
and work place was con-
ducted in more than 12
cities and 25 metro citiees.

The meeting reviewed
the outcome of Woman
Safety Audit valuation.
The others invited were
former member secretary
Minakshi Gupta, Priti
Madan and other impor-
tant invitees.

Harshita Pandey
attends NCW meeting
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