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Hangzhou, Oct 07 (PTI):

Indian athletes touched
the magical figure of 107
medals at the Asian Games
with their blood, sweat and
toil over the last fortnight to
give the country an early
Diwali gift, and a promise of
a best-ever harvest at the
2024 Paris Olympics.

With India concluding its
engagements at the conti-
nental showpiece on
Saturday as no athlete from
the country is in the fray in
a couple of events sched-
uled on the final day of com-
petition on Sunday, the tally
of 107 will remain etched in
the collective memory of
the nation until the athletes
decide to reset it in Aichi-
Nagoya, Japan in 2026.

India's final tally in
Hangzhou stood at 28 gold,

38 silver and 41 bronze, a
quantum leap from the 70
medals the contingent
bagged at Jakarta in 2018.
The tally had touched the
95-medal mark on Friday
with a few assured medals
on Saturday. But, surpris-
ingly, the athletes bagged 12
medals on the last day of
their campaign, clinching
six gold, four silver and two
bronze. If celebrated Indian
grappler Bajrang Punia

bowed out without a whim-
per leaving the country in
shock on Friday evening,
the smashing Indian men's
badminton pair of
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy
and Chirag Shetty brought
tons of cheers to the contin-
gent on Saturday afternoon,
while the men's and
women's kabaddi teams re-
gained their pride of place
after slipping in 2018
Jakarta. A controversy in

the final against Iran apart,
the Pawan Sehrawat-led
men's kabaddi team was
simply on fire, while young
archer Ojas Deotale and
Abhishek Verma made it a
gold-silver finish in the
compound men's individual
event.Archer Jyothi
Vennam too had her golden
moment on the country's
final day of competition,
taking the top podium fin-
ish in individual women's
compound event and show
the continental giants in the
sport, South Korea, that
India had well and truly ar-
rived on the scene. The
men's and women's chess
teams finally provided the
silver lining to the country's
campaign later in the day as
India had the fourth-best
tally behind China, Japan
and South Korea.

Jerusalem, Oct 07 (AP): 

The Palestinian Health Ministry
in Gaza says at least 198 people have
been killed and at least 1,610 wound-
ed in the territory in Israel's retalia-
tion after a wide-ranging Hamas as-
sault into Israel. The toll came as
Israel has carried out a number of

airstrikes in Gaza and has clashed
with gunmen at the border fence
around the coastal territory.

Islamabad, Oct 07 (AP) 

Two 6.3 magnitude earth-
quakes killed at least 15 and
injured nearly 40 others in
western Afghanistan on
Saturday, said a spokesper-
son for the country's nation-
al disaster authority.

Mohammad Abdullah
Jan said four villages in the
Zenda Jan district in Herat
bore the brunt of the
quakes and aftershocks.
Dozens of houses have been
damaged.

The United States
Geological Survey reported
the 6.3 magnitude trem-
blors. It said the epicentre
was 40 kilometres (24.8
miles) northwest of Herat

city. There was an after-
shock with a 5.5 magnitude.
A map on the USGS website
indicates seven earth-
quakes in the area. At least
five powerful earthquakes
struck the city around
noon, Herat city resident
Abdul Shakor Samadi said.

"All people are out of
their homes," Samadi said.
"Houses, offices and shops
are all empty and there are
fears of more earthquakes.
My family and I were inside
our home, I felt the quake."
His family began shouting
and ran outside, afraid to
return indoors. Telephone
connections went down,
making it hard to get details
from affected areas. Videos
on social media showed
hundreds of people in the
streets outside their homes
and offices in Herat city.

New Delhi, Oct 07 (PTI) 

The NewsClick portal
has rejected as untenable
and bogus allegations lev-
elled in a Delhi Police FIR
against it, and said the
proceedings initiated are
"nothing but a blatant at-
tempt to muzzle the free
and independent press in

India". In an FIR filed
under anti-terror law
UAPA against NewsClick,
the Delhi Police has al-
leged a large sum of funds
came from China to dis-
rupt India's sovereignty
and cause disaffection
against the country as
part of a "larger criminal
conspiracy".

Gangtok, Oct 07 (PTI): 

The toll in the flash flood
in Sikkim rose to 30 as four
more bodies were found on
Saturday, while 62 people
who were reported miss-
ing for the past three days
were found alive, a govern-
ment agency said here.

The number of missing
people thus came down to
81, the Sikkim State
Disaster Management
Authority (SSDMA) said in
its latest bulletin on
Saturday evening. An
inter-ministerial central
team will visit the flood-hit
state from Sunday to as-
sess the damage due to the
natural calamity, Union
minister Ajay Kumar
Mishra said here.

ISRAEL-PALESTINE CRISIS

At least 100 Israels, 200 Palestinian killed
After Hamas attack 
triggers major escalation "We are at war," Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin

Netanyahu said in a televised address, declaring
a mass army mobilization. "Not an operation,'
not a round,' but at war." "The enemy will pay an
unprecedented price," he added, promising that
Israel would "return fire of a magnitude that the
enemy has not known." At a meeting of top
security officials later on Saturday, Netanyahu
said the first priority was to "cleanse the area"
of enemy infiltrators, then to "exact a huge price
from the enemy," and to fortify other areas so
that no other militant groups join the war.

‘We are at war’

Crowning glory for 
India at Asian Games

Reaches 100 medals milestone 

Gold medallists Indian men’s and women’s kabaddi team.

Two 6.3 magnitude
quakes kill 15

Injure nearly 
40 others 

‘Bogus, untenable’: NewsClick
trashes Delhi police FIR

SIKKIM FLOOD

62 missing people found
alive; toll rises to 30

Central team 
to visit state
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BBhhiillaaii,,  OOcctt  0077:: The pond locat-
ed beside Ayyappa Temple in
Sector 2 has become the first
pond in the state where the
people will be able to have
darshan of Lord Shri Ram,
Mata Sita and Lord Laxman
along with Chhattisgarh
Mahtari. This pond has been
beautifully developed with the
initiative of MLA Devendra
Yadav. A musical colour foun-
tain has also been installed
here. Devendra inaugurated
the beautified pond on Friday.
He switched on the colorful
musical fountain during the
inauguration. The visitors
praised this initiative after
witnessing the beauty and
grandeur of this pond. It needs
to be mentioned here that
Chhath festival is also cele-
brated in a grand manner at
Sector 2 pond. Thousands of

devotees visit here to perform
the rituals of Chhath. Bhilai
Nagar MLA Devendra Yadav
took the initiative for the
development of this pond and
the entire appearance of the
pond has changed now. This
pond has become a grand and
attractive tourist destination
in the city. During the inaugu-
ration programme, thousands

of locals including Bhilai
Nagar MLA Devendra Yadav,
Mayor Neeraj Pal, Public

Works Incharge and MLA rep-
resentative Ekansh Banchhor,
Councilor of Sector 2 and oth-
ers were present.

The beautification of this
pond includes establishment
of a children’s playground,
swings, lawns and Food Park.
Apart from this, the center of
attraction here will be the
statue of Chhattisgarh

Mahtari. Mural painting of
Ram Van Gaman Path has
been made on the walls. This
will also be the focal point of
attraction. The journey of Lord
Ram will be displayed through
mural painting. Along with all
this, now a colorful musical
fountain has also been
installed here for the enter-
tainment of visitors.

MLA Devendra Yadav said
that Sector 2 pond is the cen-
ter of devotion. The pond has
been beautified keeping in
mind the sentiments of the
people. “Our government has
fulfilled all the promises in the
last five years. 

Our government gave the
benefit of electricity bill half
scheme to the township peo-
ple also. We gave respect to
every family by providing
ration cards”, he said.

Statue of Chhattisgarh Mahtari
unveiled at Sector 2 Pond

Devendra inaugurates state’s first DMX sequential musical fountain

BBhhiillaaii,,  OOcctt  0077::  A Fast Track
Special Court in Durg award-
ed double life imprisonment
to a 23-year-old youth, i.e.
confinement for the balance
of his natural life, for sexual
assault on a minor girl. 

Additional Sessions Judge
(First), FTSC – POCSO,
Sarita Das convicted Amit
Kumar Sahu, son of
Tarachand Sahu a resident of
village Ghughuwa, Old Bhilai
on Thursday. The girl’s moth-
er had lodged a complaint at
Old Bhilai Police Station on
September 24, 2021.

Special Public Prosecutor
Rajesh Kumar Sahu informed
that the accused worked in
the firm of the victim’s father
and often visited their house.
The complainant (victim’s
mother) noticed some behav-
ioural changes in her daugh-
ter in the month of June 2021.
When she asked, the eleven-
and-a-half year old child did
not tell anything. On
September 19, 2021, the vic-
tim’s mother prepared dinner

and called all the members of
the family. Soon she realised
that the girl child was not at
home. She went out to search
for her and found the child
standing near the school
ground. She also spotted the
accused Amit Sahu escaping
from the spot. 

At this moment, the child
disclosed that Amit Sahu had
trespassed into their house in
the month of June when the
child was alone at home.
Amit forcefully raped the girl
and threatened her not to
disclose the incident. About a
week later, he again reached
the victim’s home when she
was alone. 

This time, he took the girl
on the terrace and raped her.
The girl disclosed that Amit
used to call her often to meet
at lone places. He threatened
and beat her if she refused.
On September 19, 2021, he
had called the child to meet
near the school ground.

On the complaint of the
victim’s mother, Old Bhilai

Police lodged an FIR under
section 450, 376 (b), 376
(2)(n), 506(b) of IPC and
Sections 5, 6 of POCSO Act.
The accused was arrested
and produced before the
court.

After trial, the Special
Court found the accused
guilty and awarded double
life imprisonment to him. He
was sentenced to rigorous
imprisonment of five years
and Rs 1000 fine under sec-
tion 450 of IPC; life impris-
onment (imprisonment till
rest of his life) and Rs 5000
fine under section 06 of
POCSO Act for offence under
Section 6 (l) of POCSO Act
and life imprisonment
(imprisonment till rest of
his life) and Rs 5000 fine
under section 06 of POCSO
Act for offence under section
5 (m) of POCSO Act,
informed Special Public
Prosecutor Rajesh Kumar
Sahu. The money collected as
fine will be provided to the
victim as compensation.

Court awards double life term to youth
for sexually assaulting minor girl

BBhhiillaaii,,  OOcctt  0077:: Officers of
Enforcement Directorate are vis-
iting Bhilai city for the last three
days to conduct searches at the
properties of Mahadev Book pro-
moters, their relatives and other
associates. ED officials visited
the four houses and Juice Factory
outlet of Mahadev Book promot-
er Saurabh Chandrakar to collect
some vital information and evi-
dence. 

The officials also visited the
residence of Prerna Uppal, sister-
in-law of Ravi Uppal (another
promoter), located in Nehru
Nagar (East) as well as Radhika
Royal Apartment in Smriti Nagar.
The team pasted summon for
Prerna Uppal at the locked house.

The Enforcement Directorate
had not issued any official press
release in connection with the
searches till filing of this report.
The top officers of Durg Police
confirmed that ED has carried
out searches at various locations

in Bhilai including the Juice
Factory outlet in Nehru Nagar.
According to information, Orbit
Foods Private Limited company
was founded about four years
ago by Saurabh Chandrakar and
Ravi Uppal. 

They had opened Juice Factory
outlets at Nehru Nagar and Civic
Centre under this company.
Later, Saurabh’s brother Gitesh
reportedly sold this company in
2022 to some other people. This
company and its outlets are oper-
ating successfully in the city. ED
officials reached the Juice
Factory outlets and searched cer-
tain documents.

The ED officials visited the
paternal house of Saurabh
Chandrakar and two other bun-
galows owned by him in the posh
localities of Bhilai. The team also
visited the places of Ravi Uppal
and other people associated with
Mahadev Book Online Cricket
Betting.

ED conducts searches in 
connection with Mahadev Book

BSP wins CII-Excellent 
Energy Efficient Unit Award & Most

Innovative Project Award

BBhhiillaaii,,  OOcctt  0077::  

SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant
(BSP) has won the ‘CII-
Excellent Energy Efficient
Unit’ award and ‘Most
Innovative Project’ award for
exemplary efforts in energy
conservation and innovation in
the 24th National Award for
Excellence in Energy
Management organised by
CII-Godrej Green Business
Center in Hyderabad during
September 13 to 15, 2023.
The awards were presented in
a glittering ceremony at HICC
Hyderabad on September13,
2023.

India’s highly reputed com-
panies from various sectors
took part in the award. Out of
the participants in the metal
sector, only 5 companies
along with Bhilai Steel Plant
were awarded the “Excellent
Energy Efficient Unit Award”,
the other four being, Tata
Steel - Jamshedpur, RINL -
Visakhapatnam, BALCO -
Korba and Jindal Stainless -
Hisar. SAIL- Bhilai Steel Plant
also received the Most
Innovative Project Award for
its Charging Plastic Granules
in Coke Oven Batteries
Project. This project received
much appreciation from the
panel of judges for utilizing
plastics in an effective way
without inflicting any harm to
the environment.

The awardees for the CII-
Excellent Energy Efficient Unit
Award & Most Innovative
Project Award were evaluated
on various levels. The partici-
pants were also assessed on

the basis of their respective
application documents and
their scrutiny by a panel of
judges. Stalwarts from the
metal sector acted as judges
for these awards and adjudi-
cated the participants’ presen-
tation of initiatives, followed
by a question-answer session.
The Award Trophies along with
the Certificate of Appreciation
were received by BSP’s Team.

This award was dedicated
to the entire SAIL-BSP
Collective and was ceremoni-
ally handed over to Anjani
Kumar, ED (Works) by Rakesh
Joshi, CGM (EMD), TK
Krishna Kumar, CGM
(Electrical) and Dibyendu Lal
Moitra, CGM (Envt Mgmt) on
October 04, 2023. Various
members from BSP’s Senior
Management including PK
Sarkar, CGM I/c (Services)
were also present on this
occasion. SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant Fraternity has won sev-
eral accolades and recogni-
tions from time to time for its
exemplary performance and
for creating milestones in pro-
duction consistently.

It may also be recalled that
SAIL-BSP has also achieved
the unparalleled distinction of
being the only steel plant in
the country, public or private,
to have won the most presti-
gious Prime Minister’s Trophy
for the Best Performing
Integrated Steel Plant (ISP) in
the country for an unprece-
dented 11 times. This speaks
volumes about the commit-
ment and dedication of the
workforce of Bhilai Steel
Plant.
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Raipur, Oct 07: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Saturday accused the
Bharatiya Janata Party of
being against reservation,
and asked why the Union
government was not car-
rying out the decennial
census which has been
due since 2021.

Talking to reporters
here, he also took a swipe
at the BJP over a purport-
ed list of its candidates for
the coming assembly elec-
tions in the state which
has gone viral, saying that
this `leak’ was the result of
the infighting within the
saffron party.

The opposition party re-

cently asked why the
Bagel government had not
published the report of the
socio-economic survey
conducted in the state.

Asked about it, Baghel
said, “The BJP is against
reservation. When the
court asked on what basis
the state government pro-
vided 27 percent reserva-
tion to the Other
Backward Classes
(OBCs)....then a headcount
was conducted for the

OBCs and Economically
Weaker Section (EWS).

“In the headcount, it
was found that there are
43.5 percent OBCs and 3.5
percent EWS in the state,
based on which reserva-
tion was provided for
them. Does the BJP not be-
lieve that there are more
than 43 percent OBCs in
the state? If they do not be-
lieve it, then why don’t
they conduct the 2021 cen-
sus? When we can conduct
a socio-economic survey,
Bihar can carry out a sur-
vey, then why the BJP
(Union government-led by
BJP) can not do it,” he
asked.

On Friday, speaking at
an event in Kanker district
of Chhattisgarh, Congress
general secretary

Priyanka Gandhi had said
if her party retained
power in the state, a caste
census will be conducted.

Asked by reporters
about a purported list of
about 50 candidates of the
BJP circulating on social
media, Baghel claimed
that it was leaked (by
someone in the saffron
party) due to its internal
factionalism. The infight-
ing in the BJP has, thus,
come to the fore, he said.

About the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) probing
the illegal betting app
`Mahadev Online Book’,
he said the Union govern-
ment should first tell us
when it was going to shut
down this app, and “why it
was not conducting an un-
biased probe into it.”

‘Why Centre is not conducting census’
Baghel accuses BJP of
being anti-reservation

Raipur, Oct 07: Ahead of
the upcoming Legislative
Assembly polls, the
Chhattisgarh Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) on
Saturday further strength-
ening the organization
with the entry of former
Chhattisgarh Janta
Congress (J) leader Yogesh
Tiwari and nearly his
thousand associates at a
public meeting held at
Rawanbhata Ground here.

Tiwari who had unsuc-
cessfully contested as
Congress candidate
against the heavy-weight
BJP Legislator Brijmohan
Agrawal in the year 2003,

took the membership of
saffron brigade and also
apolozise his past deeds
against the BJP leaders.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Raipur South
MLA Brijmohan Agrawal
termed him to be a strong
fighter and would
strengthen the
Organisation. Addressing
the public meeting on the

occasion, the Union
Health Minister and Co in-
charge of BJP for the
Legislative Assembly polls
Dr Mansukh Mandaviya
hailed the achievements of
Centre and criticized the
Congress government in
Chhattisgarh for anti-peo-
ple policies which has re-
sulted in denial of benefits
of various public welfare

schemes of Centre.
Speaking on the occa-

sion, the former Chief
Minister Dr Raman Singh
said that the BJP workers
for the welfare of people
and said that it is always
proud for the people to be
associated with the BJP

Several other senior
leaders were also present
on the occasion.

Former Congman Yogesh Tiwari joins BJP with supporters
Congress govt denied
benefits of welfare
scheme to people: BJP Co
in-charge Dr Mandaviya

Raipur, Oct 07: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
launched ‘Chhattisgarh
Yuva Mitan Parivahan
Yojana’ in a program or-
ganized at his residential
office on Saturday. Under
this scheme, students
studying at the college will
get free transportation
from home to the college.
Following the announce-
ment made by the Chief
Minister, this scheme was
launched today. The
scheme will benefit more
than one lakh students
studying in colleges and
universities.

The Chief Minister con-
gratulated the students on
the launch of the scheme.
He said that I had prom-
ised you that the govern-
ment would provide free
transport facilities to the
students studying in col-
leges for travelling from

home to college and from
college to home. As per the
same promise, the
Chhattisgarh Yuva Mitan
Parivahan Yojana is being
launched in today’s pro-
gram. I can very well un-
derstand the difficulties
students face in travelling
from remote places to
study in college. Students
from poor and middle-
class families have to face
even more difficulties. Our
manifesto promised to pro-
vide free transport facili-
ties to the students travel-
ling to and from the col-
lege. This facility is being
started today.

Chief Minister Baghel
said that under this
scheme, more than 1 lakh
students studying in gov-
ernment colleges and uni-
versities will benefit. The
financial expenditure on
this scheme will be ap-
proximately Rs 110 crore,
out of which half will be

borne by the state govern-
ment and the other half
will be borne by the bus
operators. In the last five
years, we have taken sig-
nificant steps to ensure ex-
cellent education, from
primary schools to col-
leges. Under the Swami
Atmanand Excellent
School Scheme, 753
English and Hindi-medi-
um schools are being oper-
ated in the state. More
than 4 lakh students were
given free admission to
these schools.

To avail of the benefits
of the Chhattisgarh Yuva
Mitan Parivahan Yojana,
students can apply for a
bus pass with the college
and route on the website.
The college will approve
or reject the application
after logging in and check-
ing all the details.
Approved students can log
in, download their bus
pass with a QR code, and

keep its printout safe with
them. The student will be
taken from home to col-
lege and from college to
home after checking the
pass with the bus conduc-
tor.

Under ‘Chhattisgarh
Yuva Mitan Parivahan
Yojana’, students will have
the facility to travel from
home to college. Free
transport will make it eas-
ier for students to pursue
higher education. This
scheme will also be finan-
cially helpful for the stu-
dents and will save them
time. This scheme will
promote social inclusion
among students.

Baghel said that more
than 30 thousand teachers
have been recruited to
overcome the shortage of
teachers in all the govern-
ment schools in the state.
1252 assistant professors,
40 librarians, and 39 sports
officers have been appoint-

ed in colleges. Recently, we
have also started the
Swami Atmanand
Coaching Scheme for 12th
class students. Under this
scheme, students are
being given free coaching
for the preparation of the
NEET and JEE entrance
examinations. During the
last five years, 83 new col-
leges were opened in the
state. 23 thousand 500 seats
have been increased in al-
ready-running colleges. 10
new girls colleges were
opened at the district
headquarters. 10 English-
medium colleges have also
been started in the state. In
the year 2018–19, 02 lakh 26
thousand 373 students
were admitted to colleges
in the state. In comparison
to this, 03 lakh 35 thousand
139 students have taken ad-
mission in the year
2022–23. Our government
has not only created an ex-
cellent educational envi-
ronment for the students
but has also ensured a
good future for them.

Minister Anila Bhediya,
MLA Lakheshwar Baghel,
Secretary to the Chief
Minister Siddharth Komal
Singh Pardeshi, Higher
Education Commissioner
of Higher Education
Sharda Verma, Principal
of the college, and stu-
dents were present in the
program.

CM launches ‘Chhattisgarh Yuva Mitan Parivahan Yojana’
Students to get free
transportation facil-
ities for travelling
from home to col-
lege

More than 1 lakh
regular students
studying in govern-
ment colleges and
universities to get
benefit

Raipur, Oct 07: A blood
donation camp was organ-
ised at NH Goel World
School campus by
Cambridge wing with the
aim of raising awareness
about the importance of
blood donation and col-
lecting blood to meet re-
quirements of tha-
lassemia and sickle cell
anemic patients which is

widely prevalent in
Chhattisgarh. The event
was organized by
Cambridge Wing, initiat-
ed by Kshirin Khatwani,
Hemika Jindal, Shristi
Jain and Mayank Deep
Sachdev of 11(i) in collab-
oration with Indian Red
Cross Society. Sudeep
Shrivastav, State consult-
ant of Indian Red Cross

Society, was also present
throughout the camp and
encouraged participants
to make this event a suc-
cess.

Participants registered
and underwent a screen-
ing process to ensure eli-
gibility. Qualified donors
donated blood under the
supervision of trained
medical professionals.
Refreshments and a cer-
tificate was provided post-
donation as a token of
gratitude. The blood do-
nation camp successfully
raised awareness and col-
lected a substantial num-
ber of blood units. The
event emphasized the im-
portance of blood dona-
tion and created a culture
of giving within the 
community.

Blood donation camp held for anemic patients

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  0077::  Social worker
Basant Agarwal will take out
‘Yuwa Adhikar Parivartan
Padyaatra’ on October 8.
Addressing the scribes here on
Saturday, he said that
Padyaartra will start from
Hanuman temple, Gudhiyari
from 10 am and will end at
Mahadev Ghat. In addition to
this a public meeting will also
be organised at Bhagat Singh
Chowk, Gudhiyari. About
15,000 to 20,000 youths will
participate in the event and
this will be one of the biggest

rally, he said. To provide the
youths their rights as youth
can show right path to the
nation. Youth will not get their
rights till they fight. He said

that youth will get a new mes-
sage through the event.
Today’s youth has become
aware and Padyaatra focus is
to strongly oppose the corrup-
tion done by the state govern-
ment. He said that all election
survey done in Raipur West
shows good majority for
Basant Agarwal. All BJP party
workers and office bearers will
participate in the rally. New
faces should be given opportu-
nity in the election as people
wants change, said Basant
Agarwal

‘Yuwa Adhikar Parivartan Padyaatra’ by Basant Agarwal today

Raipur, Oct 07: Karan
Malhotra defeated Arjun
Malhotra with the score of
3-1 to win the Youth Under
17 Junior Boys title in the
21st Stag Chhattisgarh
State and Inter District
Table Tennis tournament
being organised under the
aegis of Chhattisgarh
Table Tennis Association
(CTTA) at Sapre School-
based TT Hall here on
Saturday. Similarly,
Charvi Madharia from
Durg defeated Siya
Meghani from Bilaspur
with the score of 3-1 to win
the Youth Under 17 Junior

Girls’ title.
Providing the above in-

formation in a statement
issued here, the
Organising Secretary
Vinay Baiswade said that
Shreshta Mishra from
Raipur defeated Yuvraj
Banjare from Bilaspur by
3-2 to clinch the Youth
Under 13 Cadet Boys title
whereas Ananya Gotekar
from Rajnandgaon defeat-
ed Siya Meghani from
Bilaspur to win the Girls’
title.

In the senior Men’s
Single semi-final,
Arindum Debnath from

Raipur defeated Sagar
Ghatge from Raipur with
the score of 4-2 whereas
Ramji Kumar from Raipur
defeated K Sai Prashant
from Bilaspur to enter
final for the first time.

In the Senior Women
event, Surabhi Harsh
Sahu was defeated by
Ananya Dubey to storm
into the final and
Sushmita Shome defeated
R Devanshi to enter into
the final.

He further informed
that Chhattisgarh Veteran
Table Tennis Committee
Chairman Pradeep
Janwade was chief guest
of the prize distribution
ceremony whereas Shakil
Sajid presided over the
event during which
Rajesh Lunia, Pradeep
Joshi, Premraj Jachak and
Chief Referee Pravin
Nirapure were also pres-
ent.

Karan, Charvi win Youth Table
Tennis championship

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  0077::  National
Institute of Technology (NIT)
Raipur’s thirteen faculty
members have been featured
in the prestigious list of
‘World Ranking of Top 2%
Scient is ts/Researchers ’
released by the renowned
Stanford University ,USA for
the year 2023. 

This year’s list featured,
Dr. Pradeep Singh Dr. Dilip
Singh Sisodia, Dr. Rakesh
Tripathi, Dr. Chandrashekhar
Jatoth, Dr. Govind Prasad
Gupta, Dr. Gyanendra Kumar
Verma , Dr. Anamika Yadav,
Dr. Sachin Jain, Dr. Subhojit
Ghosh,  Dr. Bikesh Kumar
Singh, Dr. Awanish Kumar,

Dr. Pratima Gupta and Dr.
Dalchand Jhariya.

Dr. Dilip Singh Sisodia’s
research work is primarily
focused on improving health-
care using the concepts of
C o m p u t i n g / M a c h i n e

Learning techniques, Data
Mining and Artificial
Intelligence. Dr. Pradeep
Singh’s area of expertise
includes Computer Hardware
and Architecture while Dr.
Chandrashekhar Jathoth, Dr.

Rakesh Tripathi and Dr.
Govind Prasad Gupta focused
primarily on Artificial
Intelligence and Image
Processing. Dr. Gyanendra
Kumar Verma’s field of
expertise includes the under-
standing of Networks and
Telecommunications, while
Dr. Subhojit Ghosh and Dr.
Sachin Jain work towards the
development and enhance-
ment of renewable energy.
Dr. Anamika Yadav’s works in
the area of Artificial
Intelligence techniques
application in Power system
protection, Micro grid and
Smart grid etc. in the field of
Electrical and Electronics

Engineering. Dr. Bikesh
Kumar Singh works on appli-
cations of Artificial intelli-
gence, machine learning and
deep learning in
C o m p u t a t i o n a l
Neuroscience, Computer
Aided Diagnosis, and
Healthcare in the field of
Biomedical Engineering
whereas Dr. Pratima Gupta
works in BioMicrofluidics,
Microbial products and
process technology etc.
while Dr. Awanish Kumar’s
analysis of Antimicrobial
resistance, Drug targeting,
Smart drug delivery system
etc. helped in enriching the
field of Biotechnology. 

13 Faculties from NIT Raipur among top 2% World Scientists Ranking of Stanford University

Raipur, Oct 07: The re-
port of the quality check
of roads and bridges
under construction in
various states of the
country under the
Pradhan Mantri Gram
Sadak Yojana at the na-
tional level has been re-
leased by the central
agency, the National
Rural Development
Agency, in which the
roads and bridges under
construction in various
districts of
Chhattisgarh were
found to be of good qual-
ity and in better condi-
tion during inspection
and testing. Quality crit-
ics have praised the
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment for the construc-
tion of quality roads
and bridges.

It is noteworthy that
41 roads and culverts in
Chhattisgarh were test-
ed by the National
Quality Reviewers in
the month of September

under the Pradhan
Mantri Gram Sadak
Yojana. In the test, the
construction of roads
and bridges was found
to be of high quality.
The quality reviewers
examined 19 completed
works, 10 under-con-
struction works, 6 repair
works, and 6 bridges in
the state.

In the inspection and
testing conducted in the
month of September
under the Pradhan
Mantri Gram Sadak
Yojana, the percentage
of low quality was found
to be zero.

According to the re-
port released by the
National Rural
Development Agency,
New Delhi, under the
scheme, except in the
Union Territory of
Ladakh, there has been
a decline in the quality
of construction of roads
and bridges in other
states.

Chhattisgarh excels in road and
bridge construction quality



Mrs. Ammini Ram Das
M r s .
A m m i n i
Ram Das
(84), moth-
er of sen-
ior jour-
nalist R
K r i s h n a

Das, passed away on
07/10/2023, Saturday.
Her funeral procession
will be taken out from
her residence HIG 37,
Sector-8, Housing Board
Colony, Saddu for
Devendra Nagar
Muktidham on 8.10.23 at
11:00 am.

OBITUARY

CENTRAL CHRONICLE, RAIPUR, SUNDAY, OCTOBER 08, 2023

Raipur, Oct 07: A state
level workshop was organ-
ized on Thursday by the
Health and Family
Welfare Department with
the aim of effectively im-
plementing tobacco con-
trol policies and programs
in Chhattisgarh. In a one-
day workshop organised
in a private hotel, training
was given to state level and
district level nodal officers
of Health Department,
Excise Department, Police
Department, Higher
Education, School
Education Department
and other departments.
Under the joint aegis of
State Tobacco Control
Unit Chhattisgarh and
Bloomberg Project
Chhattisgarh, detailed dis-

cussions were held in the
workshop to implement
the policies and programs
related to tobacco control
in a more effective manner
in future. In the workshop,
officials related to tobacco
control were given infor-
mation about the provi-
sions of COTPA Act 2003,
COTPA Chhattisgarh
(Amendment) Act 2021
and E-Cigarette Ban Act
2019 and instructions were
given to take action as per
the provisions of the Act.
State Nodal Officer of the
National Tobacco Control
Program, Dr. Kamlesh
Jain said that to get rid of
tobacco addiction, tobacco
de-addiction centers are

operated in all the district
hospitals. A total of 39.10
percent population of the
state uses tobacco. Due to
this, cancer and other seri-
ous diseases are increas-
ing. He further said that
not only the person who
smokes but also the non-
smoker is at risk of seri-
ous diseases. Therefore, it
is important for us to do
better counseling in TCC
Center (Tobacco De-addic-
tion Centre), to continu-
ously follow up the people
coming there and to moti-
vate their family members
also to give up tobacco ad-
diction. Called upon the
participants present from
different districts of the

state to make people aware
not to consume tobacco
and motivate them to quit
tobacco consumption, so
that the number of people
quitting tobacco consump-
tion in the state can in-
crease. Dr. Amit Yadav,
Senior Technical Advisor,
The Union Organization,
gave detailed information
on the implementation of
Bloomberg Initiative proj-
ect in Chhattisgarh, action
on violation of tobacco ad-
vertising and pictorial
health warnings and the
challenges faced in it. He
informed that Tobacco
Monitor App is being oper-
ated in the state through
The Union and Pahal
Foundation. Mr. Upendra
Kumar, Mr. Mukesh
Kumar, Mr. Ashish Singh,
Mrs. Khyati Jain and state
and district level nodal of-
ficers of various depart-
ments were present in the
workshop.

State level training cum orientation
workshop on tobacco control organized

Information given
about effective law
for tobacco control

Raipur, Oct 07: To ex-
press love and gratitude to
grandparents, Ryan
International School(RIS),
Raipur celebrated
Grandparents’ Day  on 7th
September 2023. The event
was a resounding success,
bringing together stu-
dents, their  grandparents,
and the school community
to celebrate the invaluable
role that grandparents
play in our lives.

The celebration started
with Lord’s Prayer , scrip-
ture reading and special
prayer to Almighty god by
young ryanites to bless
them with good health.

Wonderful poems were re-
cited by the students to
show their unconditional
love for their grandpar-
ents. The students cele-
brated Grandparents Day
with abundance of respect
and admiration through
mesmerizing dance per-
formance.

The Grandparents’ Day
celebration received over-
whelmingly positive feed-
back from both grandpar-
ents and students.
Grandparents expressed
their gratitude for being a
part of such a heartwarm-
ing event, and  cherished
the opportunity to spend

quality time with their
grand children in a school
setting. The fond affection
for their grandchildren re-
flected in the very fact that
they held the hands of
their respective grand-
child while performing
games and enjoyed to the
fullest. All the games were
thoughtfully planned by
the teachers so as to make
the special day memorable
for all the grandparents. It
is very  delighted to see the
happiness ushering on the
faces of all the grandpar-
ents who made the most of
this wonderful day with
their high spirits.

RIS celebrates Grandparents’ Day  

Training program on
ill-effects of tobacco 

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  0077::  A district level
training was organized under
the National Tobacco Control
Programme in the conference
room of CMHO office regard-
ing the ill effects of tobacco
and the laws regarding its
use. The training programme
was organized in collabora-
tion with the Health
Department and District
Legal Services Authority.
Training was given to advo-
cates and pre-legal volun-
teers. CMHO Dr Mithilesh
Chaudhary and Secretary
District Legal Services
Authority Praveen Mishra and
other officers and employees
were present. The training
was given by State Nodal
Officer Dr Kamlesh Jain,
Legal Advisor Mrs Khyati Jain
and District Advisor Dr Srishti
Yadu of National Tobacco
Control Programme.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 07:
“Chhattisgarh Media
Freedom, Protection, and
Promotion Committee”
has been established by
the state government
under the Chhattisgarh
Protection of Media
Persons Act, 2023.
According to the order re-
leased today by the Public
Relations Department lo-

cated at Mantralaya
Mahanadi Bhawan in
Nava Raipur, Atal Nagar,
the committee’s chairman
will be Shri Dinesh Kumar
Shrivastava, a retired
Indian Administrative
Service (IAS) officer. As
per the order, the commit-
tee’s members will include
Pushpa Rokade, a corre-
spondent at Prakhar
Samachar in Bijapur,
Diwakar Muktibodh, a

senior Raipur journalist,
Nathmal Sharma, Editor-
in-Chief of Evening
Times, Bilaspur, and a di-
rector-level representative
nominated by the Director
of Public Prosecutions.
Furthermore, an
Additional Director-level
officer nominated by the
Commissioner/Director of
Public Relations will serve
as the committee’s mem-
ber-secretary.

Ch’garh Media Freedom, Protection,
and Promotion Committee formed

Raipur, Oct 07: ICAR-
National Institute of
Biotic Stress
Management, Raipur
(Chhattisgarh) celebrated
its 12th Foundation Day on
7th October.

Dr. P. K. Ghosh, Director,
ICAR-NIBSM welcome all
the delegates and farmers
and presented the annual
progress report and
achievements of the insti-
tute for the last one year.

Dr. R. S. Paroda, Former
Secretary, DARE and DG,
ICAR and Chief Guest of
the function delivered the
foundation day lecture on
“Scaling Innovations
Critical for Agri-Food
Systems Transformation
in India” and emphasized
on scaling up of innova-
tions such as hybrid tech-
nology, genetically modi-
fied 9GM) crops, conserva-
tion agriculture for sus-
tainable intensification,
micro-irrigation, fertiga-
tion, Integrated nutrient
management, integrated
pest management, protect-
ed cultivation, vertical
farming besides the use of
genome editing, nanotech-
nology, artificial intelli-
gence etc., for resilience
and sustainability in agri-
culture.

Dr. S. N. Nigam, Former

Principal Scientist,
ICRISAT, Hyderabad and
special guest of the func-
tion urged for exploring
wild relatives of crop
plants for resistant genes
against biotic stresses to
breed resistant varieties
as the resistant varieties
are the only possible solu-
tion for many of the biotic
stresses.

Dr. G. Mani, Chief
General Manager,
NABARD, Raipur
(Chhattisgarh) and guest
of honour of the founda-
tion day function elaborat-
ed on the role NABARD in
empowering farmers lives
with better income and
prosperity in his lecture.
He extended support of
NABARD in various
farmer-centric initiatives
of the ICAR-NIBSM.

Dr. S. S. Baghel, Former
Vice Chancellor, CAU

Imphal and AAU, Jorhat
emphasized on develop-
ing/generating the inter-
mediate knowledge/tech-
nology should be the
prime objective of the
NIBSM and he also ex-
pressed integrated nutri-
ent management and soil
organic carbon enrich-
ment is the need of the
hour.

All the participants ob-
served condolences to Late
Prof. M. S. Swaminathan,
the legend and father of
Indian green revolution,
who expired on 28th
September 2023 at the age
of 98.

Few good number publi-
cations especially Good
Agricultural Practices in
field crops were released
and meritorious scientists
were duly awarded during
the occasion. The farmer
and scientist interaction

meeting were organized
on the occasion of founda-
tion day. More the 100
farmers were benefitted
due to the interaction.

Prof. Wolf B Frommer,
Alexander von Humboldt
Professor, Heinrich Heine
University, Germany, de-
livered a special talk on
the topic “Advances in
helping rice to protecting
against successful
pathogen infection using
genetics” virtually on the
occasion of foundation
day. A cultural evening
was performed by the stu-
dents of Amity University
Chhattisgarh.

The programme was co-
ordinated by Dr
S.K.Ambast and Dr. Anil
Dixit, Joint Director
(School of Crop Health
Management Research)
proposed vote of thanks
for the event.

12th Foundation Day celebration at ICAR-NIBSM

Raipur, Oct 07: The state
level chess competition,
which was going on for
two consecutive days at
Mahant Lakshmi
Narayan Das
Mahavidyalaya, Gandhi
Chowk, concluded on
Friday. The competition
started on October 5 in
which teams from Raipur
sector, Durg sector, Bhilai
sector, Korba sector and
Jagdalpur sector partici-
pated. More than 100 play-
ers and students partici-
pated. Raipur Sector has
been declared winner,
while the team of Surguja
Sector has got the second
position in men’s category.

During the closing cere-
mony today, Principal of
the organizing college, Dr
Devashish Mukherjee

said that this game is
amazing and requires pa-
tience. According to him
the players struggle con-
tinuously for 4 hours and
then become winners.
This game tells how im-
portant is the discipline in
life. Managers and coach-
es of various teams pres-
ent said that the competi-
tion was held in a very
healthy environment. The
entire event was conduct-
ed in a fair manner.

Chief adjudicator of the
match, Rohit Yadav said
that the players worked
very hard and their talent
had been properly as-
sessed. Vijay Sharma,
Devashish Hazra and
other associates of the col-
lege were specially pres-
ent in the program.

Durg Sector winner in
women’s category

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 07: In view of the
assembly elections, the maxi-
mum increase in the number
of polling booths has been
recorded in Raipur in the
state. Out of total 24109
polling booths in the state,
Raipur has the maximum
number of 1869 polling
booths. Similarly, elections
will be held through 1502
polling booths in Bilaspur at
second place and 1479 polling
booths in Durg at third place.
According to election office
officials, 372 polling booths
have been increased in the
state this year as compared to

last year.
As the number of voters

has increased in the state, in-
structions were already
given to increase the number
of booths. Central Election
Commission Commissioner
Rajeev Kumar had given in-
structions to reduce the pres-
sure of voters in the booths
and to increase the number
of booths in view of the facil-
ities. There are total 2 crore 3
lakh 60 thousand 240 voters
in the state.

These include 1 crore 1
lakh 20 thousand 830 male
voters, 1 crore 2 lakh 39 thou-
sand 410 female voters and
790 third gender voters. The
number of women voters in
the state is 1,18,580. After the
second special brief revision
of electoral rolls, the number
of voters in the state has in-
creased by 7,19,825.

Highest number of polling booths
in Raipur, Durg and Bilaspur

Polling stations also
increased along with
voters

Raipur, Oct 07: The state
government has given
new postings to 17 officers
of the School Education
Department by transfer-
ring them on administra-
tive grounds. In-charge
District Education
Officers have been ap-
pointed in 11 districts of
the state.

According to an order
released by the School
Education Department
from Mantralaya,
Principal Daisy Rani
Jangde in-charge DEO
Sarangarh-Bilaigarh has
been posted in
Government Higher

Secondary School
Raipura District Raipur.
Principal Fatteram
Kosaria BLO Dogargarh
District Rajnandgaon has
been posted as in-charge
DEO Khairagarh-
Chhuikhadan-Gandai.

Principal KV Rao in-
charge DEO Khairagarh-
Chhuikhadan-Gandai has
been posted as Principal
of Government Higher
Secondary School
Barhapur Development
Block Dhamdha District
Durg whereas Zulfikar
Ullah Siddiqui
Development Block
Education Officer
Jashpur has been posted
as in-charge District
Education Officer
Jashpur.

Principal BL Dewangan
Development Block

Education Officer Tilda
District Raipur has been
posted as in-charge DEO
Balodabazar-Bhatapara.
Assistant Director Vinod
Kumar Rai in Office of
Joint Director Public
Instructions Surguja
Division Ambikapur has
been posted as in-charge
DEO Balrampur-
Ramanujganj. Principal
Gendlal Chaturvedi
Government Higher
Secondary School Jhal
Development Block
Navagarh District
Bemetara has been posted
as in-charge DEO
Mungeli. Principal
Ramesh Kumar Nishad
who has been transferred
from Sakti but is working
on stay from court, has
been posted as the in-
charge DEO, Gariaband.

New postings of 17 officers in
School Education Department
In-charge DEOs
appointed in 11 
districts

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  0077::  World famous
educationist and motivational
speaker Dr Mubarak Kapri,
who came from Mumbai,
addressed the career guidance
camp organized by Muslim
Intellectual Forum (MIF) for
students and parents.

Addressing the students, he
said that in this world, after
God, the biggest well-wishers
of human beings are their par-
ents and brothers and sisters.
Parents make all kinds of sacri-
fices for every small and big

need of their children. A person
cannot repay the favors of his
parents in his entire life. 

According to him parents
should understand the mental-
ity and inclination of their chil-
dren and maintain friendly
relations with them. It is neces-

sary to talk openly on every
topic with children so that they
do not look elsewhere for help,
he said. Complete develop-
ment of children is not possible
unless parents remain with
their children and motivator
them in every field. Disputes

between parents may have a
very adverse effect on chil-
dren, therefore parents should
become an ideal couple and
remain in front of children, he
said. Meritorious students
were also honored in the pro-
gram. The President and other
members of the Muslim
Intellectual Forum organized
this seminar after working
hard for the last three months.
Mubarak Gauri Saheb, Haji
Shafiq, Mohammad Shakeel,
SM Hashim Haji Bashir Sheikh
Mohd. Hasan and Syed Aqeel
contributed tirelessly in effort
to successfully conduct the
programme.

Muslim Intellectual Forum organizes career guidance camp
Meritorious students
felicitated 

Raipur, Oct 07: Two first
year students, Shashank
Mishra and Tanisha Jain,
representing IIIT-Naya
Raipur, had the honour of
participating in the ‘Floral
Tribute Event’ at the
Indian Parliament, organ-
ised by Parliamentary
Research and Training
Institute for Democracies
(PRIDE). This prestigious
event commemorated the
Birth Anniversaries of
two of India’s most
revered leaders, Mahatma
Gandhi and Lal Bahadur
Shastri. The event, held in
the Central Hall of
Parliament on October
2nd, 2023, showcased the
cultural diversity and
unity of the nation.

Shashank and Tanisha
earned their place at this
distinguished gathering

through a competitive se-
lection process that drew
participants from across
India. They arrived in
New Delhi on October 1,
2023, and were provided
with a comprehensive
briefing by representa-
tives of the University
Grants Commission
(UGC) to prepare them for
the event’s schedule.

On the morning of
October 2, 2023, the stu-
dents were taken to the
Parliament building,
where they had the oppor-
tunity to explore both the
Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha chambers of old as
well as the new parlia-
ment. This educational
visit was followed a pho-
tography session.
Subsequently, they were
guided to the Central Hall
of Parliament for the com-
mencement of the event.
The PRIDE Floral Tribute
Event aimed to foster in-

teraction and cultural ex-
change among students
representing various
states of India. This gath-
ering was graced by the
presence of Lok Sabha
Speaker Shri Om Birla.
Tanisha Jain delivered a
speech on Mahatma
Gandhi and the Digital
India initiative during the
event. The students also
embarked on a tour of his-
torical and memorial sites
in Delhi, starting from
Rajghat and concluding at
the India Gate. The day
culminated with the visit
to National War
Memorial, where a sym-
bolic ceremony paid trib-
ute to the valour of Indian
martyrs.

On October 3, 2023,
Shashank had an interac-
tion with the Chairman of
the University Grants
Commission (UGC), M
Jagadesh Kumar, at the All
India Council for

Technical Education
(AICTE) headquarters.
Impacts of NEP and other
insights were discussed.
This meeting left a lasting
impact on Shashank, pro-
viding valuable insights
and motivation.

The students extended
their gratitude to the
Government of India for
offering such programs
that enable college stu-
dents to deepen their un-
derstanding of the nation
and establish new friend-
ships with peers from
across the country. They
also expressed their heart-
felt appreciation for the
guidance of Dr. Pradeep
Kumar Sinha, the Director
of their institution, and
the Student
ActivityCentre (SAC)
President, Dr. Manoj
Kumar Majumder for
their active promotion of
such significant opportu-
nities.

Two students from IIIT attended the PRIDE Floral Tribute Event 
At the Indian
Parliament

Niharika Barik
posted as 
SIRD DG

Raipur, Oct 06: In a
bureaucratic reshuf-
fle, the State
Government has
transferred and given
postings to some
Indian Administrative
Service (IAS) officers.
The General
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
Department has is-
sued an order to this
effect. According to
the order 1997 batch
IAS officer Niharika
Barik has been posted
as the Director
General of SIRD,
Nimora whereas 2006
batch IAS Shruti
Singh has been given
the responsibility of
R e s i d e n t i a l
Commissioner.



T rue friends influence
those with whom

they associate to “Rise a
Little higher (and) be a
Little Better” you can help
one another, particularly
young person, prepare for
and sows honorable mis-
sions. You can help one an-
other remain morally
clean, your righteous in-
fluence and friendship can
have an eternal effect not

only on the lives of those
with whom you associate
but with also on genera-
tions to come.

Ms. Tanya Wadhwani 
Class – 7 A

Ryan International
School, Raipur C.G.
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PASSING OUT PARADE

Cadets during Passing Out Parade at Subsidiary Training Centre (STC), BSF, Humhama, on the outskirts of
Srinagar, Saturday.

New Delhi, Oct 07 (PTI):

Courts are expected to
be sensitive in cases in-
volving crime against
women, the Supreme
Court has said while dis-
missing appeals filed by a
man and his mother
against their conviction
for cruelly treating his
wife, who died due to poi-
soning.

The apex court said it is
expected that courts would
not allow criminals to es-
cape on account of proce-
dural technicalities, per-
functory investigation or
insignificant lacunas in
the evidence, otherwise
the victims would be total-
ly discouraged by the
crime going unpunished.

"The courts are expected
to be sensitive in cases in-

volving crime against
women," a bench of
Justices J B Pardiwala and
Prashant Kumar Mishra
said in its verdict deliv-
ered on Friday.

The judgement came on
the appeals filed by the two
convicts challenging a
March 2014 order of the
Uttarakhand High Court.

The high court had up-
held the order of a trial
court, which had convict-
ed the husband and moth-
er-in-law of the deceased
in the case lodged in 2007.

While the husband,
Balvir Singh, was convict-
ed for offences under sec-
tions 302 (murder) and 498-
A (subjecting a married
woman to cruelty) of the
Indian Penal Code, the
mother-in-law of the de-
ceased was held guilty of

the offence under Section
498-A (husband or relative
of husband of a woman
subjecting her to cruelty)
of the IPC. The victim
married Singh in
December 1997, the apex
court noted. In June 2007,
her father had filed an ap-
plication in a magisterial
court seeking a direction
to the police to lodge an
FIR in connection with the
death of his daughter
under suspicious circum-
stances in May 2007.

Later, an FIR was regis-
tered in the matter and the
woman's husband and
mother-in-law were arrest-
ed. During the trial, both
of them claimed inno-
cence and said they were
implicated in a false case.
Upon being convicted by
the trial court, both of

them had approached the
high court, which af-
firmed their conviction.

In its verdict, the apex
court noted that the cause
of death was poisoning.

"We completely rule out
the theory of suicide as
sought to be put forward
on behalf of the appel-
lants," the bench said.

It also dealt with the
issue relating to applica-
bility of Section 106 of the
Evidence Act that pertains
to the burden of proving
fact, especially within
knowledge.

Referring to some previ-
ous judgements of the
Supreme Court, the bench
said it is evident that the
court should apply Section
106 of the Evidence Act in
criminal cases with care
and caution.

‘Courts expected to be sensitive in
cases involving crime against women’

C ompassion means we
care about others,

treat them with kindness,
and feel a strong desire to
help people in need.
Compassion is empathy in
action compassion is not
same as empathy, though
the concepts are related.
Generally women are
more compassionate than
men as they have a soft
heart.

Compassion is consid-
ered the reflective and de-
liberate part of our psy-
chology which originates
in the cognitive centres of
the brain. Compassion is
joining in other’s suffer-
ing, irrespective of their

social or personal identity.
It is the perspective that
any person suffering
there is a common hu-
manity – the recognition
that no matter of person’s
cultural background or
age, you are like the other
person in that moment.

Compassion in leaders :
With compassion, leaders
make the conscious
choice to turn emotion
into action.
Compassionate leaders
are perceived as stronger
and more competent, able
to make decisions and get
things done in client
works, we have witnessed
and supported great ex-
amples of compassionate
leadership at global or-
ganizations like IKEA,
Unilever, CISCO, INFOS-
YS and Marriott.

Danish Khan 
Class – 11 A

Ryan International
School, Raipur C.G.

Compassion

Friendship 

New Delhi, Oct 07: 

Axis Bank,  announced the
launch of ‘openby Axis Bank’, its
digital bank proposition in its lat-
est advertising campaign that
focuseson the Bank’s digital
capabilities. The Open 2023 cam-
paign highlights the top 15 fea-
tures of the Bank’s digital offer-
ings. The launch is a culmination
of the Bank’s multiyear effort to
launch a digital bank within the
bank, which is focused on deliv-
ering a personalized, intuitive,
and hassle-free digital banking
experience. The introduction of
this future-ready mobile applica-
tion underscores the Bank's pivot
towards enhanced digital offer-
ings. For three decades, the prin-
ciples of 'open' have been the
backbone of Axis Bank’s con-
sumer-centric approach in the
physical world. This campaign
signifies the Bank’s evolution into
the digital realm, in which‘open’-
continues to be relevant and
remains at the core of crafting
the new digital avatar. The

launch seeks to establish 'openby
Axis Bank' as the epitome of dig-
ital banking, bringing all the
trusted and loved features in a
user-friendly, modern interface
for both existing and new cus-
tomers. Commenting on the
announcement Sameer Shetty,
President & Head - Digital
Business &Transformation, Axis
Bank, said, “We had laid out our
aspiration to build Axis 2.0 as a
digital bank within the bank. This
journey has been delivered keep-
ing the customer at the very core
of every conversation and deci-
sion. It is part of all our customer
interactions, product designs,
and process innovation journeys.
We have been continuously
investing in digital-first products
that reimagine customer proposi-
tions, both for existing bank cus-
tomers as well as for new ones.
Axis 2.0 is now ‘openby Axis
Bank’ and we will continue to
deliver personalised, individu-
alised, hassle-free customer
experiences under this umbrel-
la."

Axis Bank showcases
power of digitalisation

New Delhi, Oct 07 (PTI):
Imran Masood, an ex-
MLA from western Uttar
Pradesh who was expelled
by the BSP in August, re-
turned to the Congress on
Saturday with the party
describing it as "ghar
wapsi".

Just before the Uttar
Pradesh assembly elec-
tions last year, Masood
had joined the Samajwadi
Party in January 2022 and
later moved to the BSP
after the polls.

Masood, who has con-
tested multiple times from
Saharanpur and was elect-
ed MLA from
Muzaffarabad seat in
Saharanpur district in
2007, asserted that he had
told his supporters that he
would now not leave the
Congress "till going to the

grave".
He also said he would

apologize to Congress gen-
eral secretary Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra for letting
her down.

Masood said Rahul
Gandhi's Bharat Jodo
Yatra was transformation-
al for politics and follow-
ing the cross-country
march, the Congress won

Himachal Pradesh and
Karnataka, and now was
going to win in four states.

Welcoming Masood into
the party, Congress Rajya
Sabha member Rajeev
Shukla said this was
Masood's "ghar wapsi
(homecoming)" and he has
now vowed to never leave
the party.

Shukla also asserted
that the Congress would
win in at least four states
in the upcoming assembly
elections.

Elections are set to take
place this year in Madhya
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh,
Rajasthan, Telangana and
Mizoram.

Masood thanked
Congress chief
Mallikarjun Kharge, for-
mer party chief Rahul
Gandhi, Priyanka Gandhi
and AICC general secre-
tary K C Venugopal for in-
ducting him back in the
party.

Imran Masood returns to Cong

Former BSP leader Imran
Masood rejoins Congress in

presence of party leader Rajiv
Shukla, at party headquarters

in New Delhi, Saturday.

 Party hails 
it as ‘ghar wapsi’
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Kanker, Oct 07:

At the  organized on Oct
6 at Govindpur Sports
Ground in the district
headquarters Kanker
today, Chief Minister Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel unveiled
development works worth
Rs 866 crore for Kanker
district. Mrs. Priyanka
Gandhi attended the pro-
gram as a special guest.

These development
works unveiled today in-
clude Bhoomi Pujan of 277
construction works worth
Rs 550.13 crore and inau-
guration of 241 works
worth Rs 316.03 crore. At
the program, goods worth

about Rs 5.78 crore were
distributed to 12 thousand
730 beneficiaries of the
district under various
schemes. Bhoomi Pujan of
120 works worth Rs 84.22
crore and inauguration of
86 construction works

worth Rs 261.61 crore were
done for Antagarh assem-
bly constituency alone.
Similarly, under
Bhanupratappur assembly
constituency, Bhoomi
Pujan of 103 works costing
a total of Rs 427.46 crore and

inauguration of 91 works
costing Rs 36.73 crore was
done.

Chief Minister Baghel
also performed Bhoomi
Pujan of 54 construction
works costing Rs 38.43 crore
and inaugurated 64 con-

struction works costing Rs
17.67 crore under Kanker
Assembly constituency.
These construction works
mainly include hostel build-
ing, road, bridge-culvert,
Devgudi, fair price shop
cum warehouse, waiting
room, Anganbadi building,
Muktidham, Ghotul, com-
munity toilet, seed process-
ing unit, community and
social building, Nal-Jal
Praday Yojana.

This includes construc-
tion of additional rooms,
market shed construction,
theater including auditori-
um etc. At the event, Chief
Minister and other guests
distributed goods, loan ap-
proval letters, cheques,
grants, forest rights recog-
nition letters, etc. worth Rs
5.78 crore to a total of 12
thousand 730 beneficiaries
under the beneficiary-ori-
ented schemes of various
departments.

CM Baghel unveiled development
works worth Rs 866 crore

For Kanker district
in the ‘Nagariy
Nikaay Avam
Panchayati Raj
Mahasammelan’

Raipur, Oct 07: 

Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel and
Priyanka Gandhi reached
the helipad located at

Bhanupratap Dev College
Ground, Govindpur,
Kanker. MLA Mr
Shishupal Sori, Mrs.
Savitri Mandavi, Mr
Anoop Nag and other pub-
lic representatives, offi-
cials and common people
of the district enthusiasti-
cally welcomed them at
the helipad. Mrs Priyanka

Gandhi met the students
at General Girls Hostel,
during her Kanker visit
today. The hostel students
were delighted to have
Mrs. Gandhi among them.
On this occasion, Mrs.
Gandhi spoke to the stu-
dents about their studies
and career. She also took a
selfie with them.

Priyanka Gandhi  meet
girls at General Girls Hostel

On reaching
Bhanupratap in
Kanker

Korea, Oct 07:

Under the leadership of
Chief Executive Officer
Dr. Ashutosh Chaturvedi,
a training workshop was
organized at the TB-free
village "Pahal." The train-
ing program focused on
providing education and
training regarding tuber-
culosis (TB) to healthcare
workers, panchayat mem-
bers, educators, and
Anganwadi and Mitanin
workers. During the work-
shop, a commitment was

made to work towards
making the district TB-
free. Dr. Ritu Kashyap, a
distinguished consultant
in the field, conducted the
training workshop, shar-
ing her expertise with the
attendees. In a commend-
able show of recognition
for their unwavering dedi-
cation, certificates of ap-
preciation were presented

to the diligent volunteers.
Furthermore, as part of
the Nutritional Support
Program, two TB patients
received nourishment
under the vigilant guid-
ance of the Chief
Executive Officer.

In pursuit of the ambi-
tious target of achieving a
TB-free district, the Chief
Executive Officer of the

District Panchayat has is-
sued directives to all de-
partments. The aim is to
facilitate the examination
of 30 potential TB cases
per 1000 individuals and
successfully meet all rele-
vant indicators. This col-
laborative initiative sets
the ambitious goal of mak-
ing the district completely
TB-free by the year 2025.

Training workshop conducted in pursuit
of district-wide TB eradication

Committed 
volunteers 
honoured with
certificates 
for their TB 
awareness efforts

Mahasamund, Oct 07: 

District Collector
Prabhat Mallick, took a re-
view meeting of develop-
ment block resource center
coordinators and a strate-
gy was prepared keeping
in mind the results of class
10th and class 12th. The
principals of the entire dis-
trict were given a strategy
to achieve at least 90% re-
sult in class 10th and at
least 95% result in class
12th in the session 2023-24.
Instructions were given to

complete all the construc-
tion works sanctioned
under Chief Minister
School Jatan for the repair
of schools soon and em-
phasis was laid on continu-
ous monitoring to tighten
monitoring. In the meet-
ing, excellent Gariaband
Nodal Officer Shyam
Chandrakar, Manoj Kela
APC Assistant Nodal
Officer and Shiv Sahu told
about the schemes being
run in district Jashpur,
Kanker, Gariaband and
District Education Officer

Mita Mukherjee, District
Mission Coordinator
Kamal Narayan
Chandrakar, Assistant
Director Satish Nair re-
viewed the basic facilities
as well as various activities
of the five development
blocks.

While giving directions
they said that if all the
teachers, officers and em-
ployees discharge their of-
ficial responsibilities with
full honesty, then the edu-
cation system of
Mahasamund district will

be very prosperous. Nand
Kishore Sinha along with
Assistant Director, APC
Rajkumar Sahu, Vidya
Sahu, Sampa Bose, Block
Education Officer of all
five development blocks,
Development Block
Resource Center
Coordinator, Assistant
Development Block
Education Officer, District
Programmer Vikas
Mohanty, Neha
Chandrakar. Principals of
all the schools of the dis-
trict were present.

Collector chairs meeting of school principals

Kurud, Oct 07: 

People living in slums of
ward No 5,6,8,9 of the city
have submitted a memo-
randum to Nagar
Panchayat Kurud CMO de-
manding relief from filth
in ponds and lease for
housing facility. As per in-
formation, the main ponds
of the city, Jalsan, Marhi
Dabri, Ramsagar are full
of water hyacinth and
filth due to which the ward
residents are facing a lot of
inconvenience in disposal.

Leader of Opposition
Bhanu Chandrakar said
that the ponds are filled
with water hyacinth and
the water there is not fit
for disposal. If the de-
mands of the citizens are
not met, there will be a vio-
lent movement for which
the government adminis-

tration will be responsible;
he further said supporting
the demand of the people.
Former Nagar Panchayat
President Ravikant
Chandrakar made serious
allegations against the
city administration and
said that the city's ponds,
roads and drains are full of
filth yet the government
administration does not
seem to be serious.

Former President of
Nagar Panchayat Kurud,
Jyoti Chandrakar said
that the present President

had promised to make the
city drug-free in 100 days,
but illegal liquor, gam-
bling and betting are
going on in full swing in
the ward of Kurud Nagar.
Senior BJP leaders Malak
Ram Sahu, Bhojraj
Chandrakar, Bharti Bais,
Bhagwati Yadav, Gopal
Bais, Sanjay Chandrakar,
Kishore Yadav,
Bhupendra Sinha, Bharat
Thakur, Dev Patel, Sunil
Chandrakar, and others
were present in support of
the ward residents.

Memorandum submitted
to Nagar Panchayat CMO
For housing lease
and pond cleaning Gaurela-Pendra-Marwahi, Oct 07:

Marwahi MLA Dr KK
Dhruv has thanked
Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
for making Marwahi a
Nagar Panchayat. He ex-
pressed happiness over
making Marwahi a Nagar
Panchayat and said that
Bhupesh Baghel is always
ready for the development
of Marwahi area and this is
the reason that since the
formation of the govern-
ment till now, the govern-
ment has given the gift of
development works worth
several hundred crores of
rupees.

By giving the status, he
did justice to the people of
the area and by making
Marwahi Lohari Kumhari
a Nagar Panchayat, there
will be rapid development,
he said. He said that Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel

first made this area a dis-
trict, then many sub-tehsils,
Pendra Gaurela a munici-
pality and now Marwahi as
a Nagar Panchayat, it has
been proved that "if there is
presence, there is trust".
MLA Dr KK Dhruv
thanked Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, Assembly
Speaker Dr Charandas
Mahant, Minister in-
charge Jaisingh
Aggarwal, MP Jyotsna
Mahant and Minister Shiv
Dahria for this.

Bhupesh Baghel is
always ready for

development: Dhruv

Bijapur, Oct 06: 

As per the instructions
of Collector and District
Election Officer Rajendra
Kumar Katara, in the pres-
ence of Returning Officer
Pawan Kumar Premi and
Deputy District Election
Officer Narayan Gavel, of-
ficers and employees asso-
ciated with election work
were trained in three
shifts by nodal officers and
master trainers. Detailed
training was given. In
which the Nodal Officer
Model Code of Conduct
and Law and Order (MCC),
Joint Collector and

Returning Officer Pawan
Kumar Premi gave neces-
sary information to all the
Tehsildars, CMOs and
CEOs of the District
Panchayat to ensure com-
pliance with the Model
Code of Conduct.

Similarly, Nodal Officer
Deputy Collector Dilip
Uike gave detailed infor-
mation to the officers and
employees of Flying
Squad Team, Static
Surveillance Team, Video
Surveillance Team, Video
Observation Team,
Assistant Expenditure
Observer and Accounts
Team about the discharge
of their duties during the
elections. Dinesh Kumar
Netam, Assistant Director
and Nodal Officer, Media

Certification and
Monitoring Committee, in-
formed the officers and
employees of print media,
electronic media (TV
recording) team, social
media team and electronic
media monitoring team
about the role of media
and monitoring of paid
news during elections.
Detailed information was
given. Master trainer Mr.
CK Ranhagadale,
Principal, Government
Polytechnic College,
Bijapur, gave information
to the officers and employ-
ees on all subjects and re-
solved their doubts.
During this, all the officers
and employees associated
with the election work
were present.

Training completed on Model Code of Conduct
And on Election
Expenditure
Monitoring, Media
Monitoring and
Paid News
Detailed 
information given
by Nodal Officer
and District Level
Master Trainer

Kanker, Oct 06:

Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel
and Smt. Priyanka Gandhi, dur-
ing their visit to Kanker in the
Bastar division, visited various
departmental stalls set up at
the Nagariya Nikay evam
Panchayati Raj Mahasammelan
event. During their observation,
Smt. Gandhi particularly com-
mended the innovative schemes
implemented by the
Chhattisgarh Government,
describing them as exemplary
for the welfare of the general
public, including tribals and for-
est dwellers. On the occasion,
they also distributed goods,
approved loan sheets, cheques,
financial grants, and forest
rights recognition letters,
among other items, worth a

total of Rs 5 crore 78 lakh 31
thousand to 12,730 beneficiar-
ies under various welfare
schemes of different depart-
ments. Baghel and Smt. Gandhi
were deeply impressed by the
model of connectivity revolu-
tion in the Left Wing Extremism
(LWE) affected area, during a
stall visit. Under this, over the
last 5 years, a total of 1460
roads spanning a total length of
4599 kilometres have been con-
structed, connecting Bastar,
Kondagaon, Kanker,
Dantewada, Sukma,
Narayanpur, and Bijapur.
Furthermore, the distinguished
guests visited the traditional art
stall of the Bastar division. In
the last three years, 105 women
groups have been trained and
provided employment opportu-

nities through the handloom
weaving training center. During
this, Smt. Gandhi personally
engaged in spinning yarn using
the charkha and participated in
artistic colouring at the
Matikala stall. She also
observed the products crafted
from bell metal, a famous art
form in North Bastar, which has

enabled women's groups to
achieve self-employment
through bell metal craftsman-
ship. While inspecting the stall,
students from Swami Atmanand
English Medium School wel-
comed Smt. Gandhi presented
her with a garland made of
bamboo. Girl students of the
11th and 12th grades also had

the opportunity to take photos
with Smt. Gandhi. Encouraging
the students, Smt. Gandhi con-
veyed her best wishes and
expressed pride in their
achievements. Additionally, the
government's special scheme
has employed eight individuals
from the TG community as con-
stables in the district. Smt.

Gandhi engaged in discussions
with these constables Ratnu,
Divya Nishad, and Suraj Kumar
and praised this government
initiative. Priyanka Gandhi visit-
ed the Health Department's
stall, where she took a closer
look at the Hub and Spoke
Model Hamar Lab and received
information about the lab's

activities. Smt. Gandhi
expressed her appreciation for
the Malaria-Free Bastar cam-
paign, which has been conduct-
ed in eight phases and has
resulted in a significant reduc-
tion in positive cases, mortality
rates, and API rates.
Meanwhile, beneficiary Tandia
stated that she has earned an
income of Rs 3 lakh from cow
rearing. It is worth mentioning
that RIPAs (Rural Industrial
Parks) are being operated in 14
Gauthans here, where 39 liveli-
hood activities are being con-
ducted. So far, the group has
sold products worth Rs 51 lakh.
Income-generating activities
have provided employment to
430 people, and Rs 7.22 crore
has been paid to cow dung sell-
ers. During the stall visit, Smt.

Gandhi and Chief Minister
Baghel also expressed apprecia-
tion for the local products and
the outstanding artwork of the
artisans here. They observed
133 types of herbal products
and 21 types of millet products,
with the raw materials collect-
ed from forests and manufac-
tured by tribal women under
the brand name 'Chhattisgarh
Herbals'. Handmade items were
presented as gifts to the guests
on this occasion. While observ-
ing the employment and income
boost through Forest Produce
Processing Unit, Millets Mahtari
Cafe, Kodo Kutki and Ragi
Processing, and Maize
Processing Centre, Smt. Gandhi
interacted with the beneficiar-
ies and commended the quality
of the products.

Priyanka Gandhi, CM Baghel visited departmental stalls
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London, Oct 07 (PTI):

British Prime Minister
Rishi Sunak and his
Canadian counterpart
Justin Trudeau have un-
derscored the importance
of de-escalation of the
India-Canada diplomatic
row and respect for the
rule of law in a call, which
was dominated by the
standoff over the killing of
a Sikh separatist leader in
Canada in June.

According to a Downing
Street statement, the
British Indian leader
spoke to Trudeau on
Friday evening during
which he was updated on
the situation relating to
Canadian diplomats in
India. Both leaders agreed
to stay in contact as Sunak
reaffirmed the UK posi-
tion of respect for the rule
of law after Canada s alle-
gation of Indian involve-
ment in the killing of a
pro-Khalistan wanted ter-
rorist.

“Prime Minister
Trudeau updated on the
situation relating to
Canadian diplomats in
India,” reads the Downing
Street statement.

“The Prime Minister

[Sunak] reaffirmed the
UK’s position that all
countries should respect
sovereignty and the rule of
law, including the princi-
ples of the Vienna
Convention on Diplomatic
Relations. He hoped to see
a de-escalation in the situ-
ation and agreed to re-
main in contact with
Prime Minister Trudeau
on the next steps,” it said.

The Canadian Prime
Minister’s Office from
Ottawa echoed the state-
ment, saying that Trudeau
provided an update on the
current situation between
Canada and India.

“The leaders empha-
sised respect for the
Vienna Convention on
Diplomatic Relations and
the need to ensure the safe-

ty and security of their cit-
izens. They underscored
the importance of de-esca-
lation in this context.
Prime Minister Trudeau
and Prime Minister Sunak
agreed to remain in close
contact and to continue
working together to tackle
global issues,” the
Canadian government
statement reads.

The call comes in the
wake of Trudeau’s state-
ment in the Canadian
Parliament last month
that its security forces
were “actively pursuing
credible allegations” link-
ing Indian government
agents to the murder of
Khalistan Tiger Force
leader Hardeep Singh
Nijjar in British Columbia
in June, an allegation

strongly rejected by India
as “absurd and motivat-
ed”.

The telephonic talks be-
tween Sunak and Trudeau
took place in the days after
the fallout of that diplo-
matic row resonated in the
UK when Indian High
Commissioner to the UK
Vikram Doraiswami was
blocked from a planned
visit to Glasgow Gurdwara
in Scotland last week by
pro-Khalistan extremists.

“Concerned to see that
the Indian High
Commissioner, Vikram
Doraiswami, was stopped
from meeting with the
Gurudwara Committee at
the Gurudwara in
Glasgow. The safety and
security of foreign diplo-
mats is of utmost impor-
tance and our places of
worship in the UK must be
open to all,” Anne-Marie
Trevelyan, the UK Foreign
Office minister for Indo-
Pacific wrote on X.

In recent developments,
the Ministry External
Affairs (MEA) said it has
been coordinating with its
mission in Ottawa and
consulates in other
Canadian cities over safe-
ty concerns.

Sunak, Trudeau underscore need for
de-escalation of India-Canada row

HAMAS VS ISRAEL

Palestinians wave their national flag and celebrate by a destroyed Israeli tank at the Gaza Strip fence east of Khan Younis
southern Saturday, Oct. 7. The militant Hamas rulers of the Gaza Strip carried out an unprecedented, multi-front attack
on Israel at daybreak Saturday, firing thousands of rockets as dozens of Hamas fighters infiltrated the heavily fortified
border in several locations by air, land, and sea and catching the country off-guard on a major holiday. 

Islamabad, Oct 07 (AP):

Forcibly deporting
Afghans from Pakistan
could lead to severe
human rights violations
including the separation
of families and deporta-
tion of minors, the United
Nations warned Saturday.

Pakistan recently an-
nounced a crackdown on
migrants living in the
country illegally, includ-
ing 1.7 million Afghans,
telling them to return to
their home countries by
October 31 to avoid mass
arrest and expulsion.

The government denies
targeting Afghans and
says the focus is on people
who are in the country ille-
gally, regardless of their
nationality.

It said it is setting up a
hotline and offering re-

wards to people who tip off
authorities about such mi-
grants.

The UN agencies said
Afghanistan is going
through a severe humani-
tarian crisis with several
rights challenges, particu-
larly for women and girls,
who are banned by the
Taliban from education
beyond sixth grade, most
public spaces and many
jobs.

“Such plans would have
serious implications for all
who have been forced to
leave the country and may
face serious protection
risks upon return,” it said,
referring to Pakistan’s
crackdown.

They acknowledged
Pakistan’s “sovereign pre-
rogative” over domestic
policies and said they are
ready to help register and

manage Afghan nationals,
including those who may
be in need of international
protection.

The International
Organization for
Migration and the UN
refugee agency called on
countries to “suspend
forcible returns of Afghan
nationals and ensure any
possible returns to the
country take place in a
safe, dignified and volun-
tary manner.”

Landlords and real es-
tate owners in the
Pakistani capital,
Islamabad, have received
notices telling them to
evict “illegal Afghans”
and their families by the
end of the month or face
action. Police have asked
clerics in some of the
city’s mosques to tell wor-
shippers of their duty to

inform on Afghans in
their neighborhoods.

Over 2,000 people were
arrested across the coun-
try since the crackdown
began earlier this week.

Police in southern
Sindh province have de-
tained some 1,100 Afghan
nationals, according to
Inspector General Riffat
Mukhtar.

He said the courts re-
leased about 300 after they
provided their documents.
The rest remain in prison
awaiting deportation to
Afghanistan.

In Islamabad, police are
using social media and TV
tickers to create public
awareness about the anti-
migrant policy, said force
spokesperson Taqi Jawad.
He said police have so far
not used mosques and cler-
ics for this purpose.

UN warns Pakistan that forcibly deporting Afghans
could lead to severe human rights violations

London, Oct 07 (PTI):

Bharat Rashtra Samithi
(BRS) leader Kalvakuntla
Kavitha said the Women’s
Reservation Bill will in-
spire many women
around the world to come
forward in public life and
called on women across
continents to mobilise
around the issue.

During an interaction
organised by the think
tank Bridge India in
London on Friday night,
the BRS Member of the
Legislative Council (MLC)
addressed a diaspora audi-
ence at Central Hall
Westminster near the
Houses of Parliament on
the topic of Gender
Equality in India’s
Political Representation’.

The daughter of
Telangana Chief Minister
K. Chandrashekar Rao,
who was virtually mobbed
by the cheering diaspora
crowds, highlighted the
progress made in her own
state that is leading the
way in the representation
of women in politics.

“We are the world’s most
populous nation, and we

are about 70 crore women;
if a very positive change
were to happen to the
women of our nation, I be-
lieve the world should
know because that will in-
spire many, many, many
more women to come for-
ward in public life, to be-
come active participants
in policy making,”
Kavitha told PTI with ref-
erence to her London tour.

The Women’s
Reservation Bill, which
seeks to provide 33 per
cent reservation to women
in the Lok Sabha and state
assemblies, received the
Parliamentary nod on
September 21. President
Droupadi Murmu gave
her assent to the bill on
September 28.

“This bill, I’m very con-

fident, will enable that to
happen to the women of
our nation, India, and
India’s progress will see
more and more participa-
tion of women, that is the
hope,” the 45-year-old
politician said.

Asked about stronger
representation of women
within political parties in
the country, she admitted
that parties have tradition-
ally been slow in address-
ing the matter satisfactori-
ly. “I would say India is a
much younger democracy,
which is 75 years old.
There are many democra-

cies across the globe
which are 200 years old or
more who have still not
been able to reach the ex-
tent and level of women
participation that we have
reached today,” she said.

“But that being said, the
parties have to take the
onus on themselves to
make sure more and more
women come in. And obvi-
ously, it’s not happening,
so it is for the Election
Commission to step in. It
is for more laws to be put
in place to protect the
places for women,” she
noted.

Women’s Reservation Bill will inspire women
around world: Kalvakuntla Kavitha



TT he recent incident in Rajouri district of Jammu and Kashmir,
where a Major unleashed a barrage of gunfire and grenades

upon his fellow officers during a routine shooting practice session,
serves as a chilling reminder of the deep-seated issues within our
armed forces. It is a stark reflection of the simmering tensions that
can occasionally erupt into fratricidal or suicidal acts, shaking the
very foundation of our military units. This unsettling incident, follow-
ing closely on the heels of the tragic events at the Bathinda military
station six months ago, forces us to confront the uncomfortable truth
that all is not well within the ranks of our valiant soldiers. It is not a
mere isolated episode, but rather a distressing symptom of a much
larger problem that demands our immediate attention and action.
While we await the findings of the Court of Inquiry, it is crucial that
we delve beyond the surface details and examine the underlying fac-
tors that contributed to this grave tragedy. In the Bathinda incident,
the accused gunner claimed that he was compelled to take such dras-
tic measures as a response to alleged victimization he suffered, fur-
ther highlighting the need for a comprehensive examination of the
conditions within the military. Regrettably, incidents of this nature
have a profound impact on the morale of our armed forces. Keeping
such occurrences shrouded in secrecy only fuels unwarranted specu-
lation and erodes trust in the system. To move forward, we must pri-
oritize transparency and the pursuit of truth as the bedrock for any
corrective measures that must be taken. It is high time to overhaul the
grievance redressal mechanism and take proactive steps to prevent
such flare-ups. Our soldiers labor under grueling conditions, particu-
larly those stationed in border areas where the relentless stress can
take a toll on them physically and mentally. It is incumbent upon us to
expedite the fulfillment of their needs and encourage them to seek
psychiatric assistance or therapy when grappling with mental health
issues. In the context of the Army, an unstable soldier is not merely a
liability; it poses a serious threat to the cohesion and effectiveness of
the entire unit. Therefore, we must strive to create an environment
where seeking help is not stigmatized but seen as a sign of strength
and resilience. Our armed forces have long been a symbol of valor and
unity, but recent events cast a shadow over that image. We owe it to
our brave soldiers to address these issues head-on, to ensure that
such tragic incidents become a thing of the past. The time for action
is now; our soldiers deserve nothing less than our unwavering support
and commitment to their well-being. As we reflect on the Rajouri inci-
dent and the broader challenges it represents, let us remember that a
resilient and united armed forces can only be built on a foundation of
trust, transparency, and proactive care for the mental and emotional
well-being of our soldiers. Anything less is a disservice to their unwa-
vering dedication and sacrifice for our nation.
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Israel-Palestine
conflict

The large scale attack un-
leashed  on  Israel   by
Palestine militants   will fur-
ther  escalate the regional
conflicts . This violence pos-
sess a threat to the recent de-
velopment of relationship
between Israel and  Saudi
Arabia, a traditional defend-
er of Palestine state. In late
September Israel's tourism
minster became the first
minister to make a public
visit to Saudi Arabia when
he attended a conference in
Riyadh. Meanwhile a
Jordan based Saudi ambas-
sador visited west bank in
the first known  visit  by  any
official since Israel occupied
it in 1967. Though Saudi for-
mally have not recognized
Israel's statehood unless
Israel accepts  Palestinian
state hood but recent green
shoots in there relationship
could have been better but
three latest attack is a mat-
ter have high potential to
jeopardize the regional sta-
bility.

Arka Goswami,
Durgapur, West Bengal

ED under judicial
scrutiny

On the day the Supreme
Court indicted the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED), AAP’s Rajya Sabha
MP Sanjay Singh was ar-
rested by the agency. The
AAP labelled the arrest as
vindictive. It is ultimately
up to the judiciary to as-
sess the evidence and
make a judgment regard-
ing the motives and legali-
ty of the ED’s actions. The
investigation into the
Delhi excise policy case
has been going on for near-
ly one-and-a-half years.
The destruction of evi-
dence or attempts to influ-
ence witnesses, if any, may
have already taken place.
Therefore, why is there a
need to detain any suspect
at this point of time?

Hira Sharma, by mail

Sikkim disaster

The catastrophe that oc-
curred in Sikkim foreshad-
ows the authorities’ cal-
lous attitude towards dis-
aster prevention and miti-
gation. Given the perils of
global warming, India
should collaborate with
scientists and experts
worldwide to develop a
foolproof roadmap. The
findings of the latest stud-
ies should be shared with
the public. Awareness
campaigns must be organ-
ised. Besides, the authori-
ties should be held ac-
countable for their inac-
tion. Unless stringent laws
are made and enforced,
such disasters will contin-
ue to occur.

Rupinder Kaur,
Ambala Cantt

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍
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Sikkim Chief Minister Prem Singh Tamang inspects damages after a cloudburst triggered flood in Sikkim, on Friday, Oct. 6.

FLOOD IN SIKKIM

PPrrooff..  AAnniill  JJaaiinn

The arrest of Manish Sisodiya a
few months ago and now of Sanjay
Singh has put the Aam Aadmi
Party to discomfiture. The way the
party resorted to corrupt practices
makes every considerate person
think twice about the Party. Even
the followers of the party are flab-
bergasted. All crafty designs of
the party and Mr.Kejriwal are
those of a bureaucrat who has lit-

tle experience of politics.
There was a time when I was a

great admirer of the Aam Aadmi
Party. When Anna Andolan was
going on everyone thought that a
new era was going to launch in
politics. Whole of the nation
seemed to have come to a stand-
still.

Even the dabbawalas of
Mumbai city went on strike for the
first time in their history to sup-
port the cause of Anna Hazare for
they thought that it is their pious
duty to stand against corruption.
Everyone knew what was gnawing
at the country.

During the movement, it was
thought that politics is the only
weapon from which one can fight
against corruption. If you have no
approach in the corridors of poli-
tics all your efforts to fight against
corruption would be futile. Hence
it was resolved that a political
party must be structured. Since
Kejriwal was the most dominant
figure of the movement he led the

initiative. And after the great men-
tal and physical exercise the Aam
Aadmi Party took shape and incar-
nated on the horizon in the form of
glow after a prolonged darkness.
People took it with enthusiasm.
They started to extend supporting
hands towards the party which has
been christened AAM AADMI
PARTY or AAP Party. People also
empowered the party politically.
People gave full majority in the
Delhi Assembly. 

We all have a utopia in our mind
but as it is said that utopia has no
entity, it exists only in our imagi-
nation which has nothing to do
with reality. So, the venture also
proved to be a utopia.

After gaining power in Delhi
Assembly, Kejriwal grew new
wings to his ambitions. In place of
serving his state and setting an
example, he thought of becoming
the Prime minister. 

For this reason, he gave the
reins of Delhi Sultanate to his
Deputy Chief Minister Mr. Manish

Sisodiya and plunged himself to
fight against Mr. Narendra Modi.
He also started sorting his friends
and removed many from the party
who had been honestly working
with the Anna movement. He side-
lined most of the Anna movement
brigade whom he thought were
obstacles to fulfill his ambitions.

After that there is nothing
worth mentioning. Now the party
is like any other political party
which is draped in corruption.
Kejriwal is not a seasoned politi-
cian and has no experience of
political escapades. That is why he
is continuously making lapses. He
had been a Bureaucrat and knew
the methods of corruption which
are commonly practiced in the
government premises.

If you send a peon to buy some
stationery by giving him Rupees
one thousand then he would spend
eight hundred, return with the bill
of one thousand and keep hundred
for himself and give another hun-
dred to the accountant. This same

old and simple modus operandi
was adopted in the Delhi excise
case. They raised the commission
from five to twelve per cent to the
supplier making it obvious that
there is some hidden agenda
behind it. Any learner can smell
the foul play.

Another trick that is popular in
the government office premises is
that if they want to spend some
money which is not acceptable as
per limit, they divide the amount
in more than one bill which is per-
missible according to the limit.
This is what happened in the case
of the renovation of the CM bun-
galow.

Kejriwal who has been a
bureaucrat or babu could not think
beyond that and brought blasphe-
my to himself and his ministers
and even put them and their
career in jeopardy. Not only that,
he was cunning enough to put
himself away from going behind
the bar for he did not sign any
paper.

Imprudence of AAM Aadmi Party

Central Chronicle invites articles, write-ups, and comments on a wide range of
issues for our editorial page. Submissions should be between 800-900 words in
length. In addition, we welcome letters to the editor for this page. While letters

may be edited for clarity, we aim to preserve the integrity of the original message,
and ask that they be kept to around 50-60 words. Submissions can be sent via

email to editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com.

Fractured Brotherhood

II n an unprecedented display of sporting prowess and national
pride, India has achieved a historic milestone at the ongoing

Asian Games by clinching an impressive tally of 105 medals, marking
a century of victories. Prime Minister Narendra Modi, expressing his
elation, has announced plans to host the triumphant Indian contin-
gent on October 10th, lauding their awe-inspiring performances that
have etched a new chapter in the annals of Indian sports history. This
remarkable achievement is a testament to the indomitable spirit and
relentless dedication of India's athletes who have made their country
proud on the grandest stage of Asian sports. With 28 gold, 36 silver,
and 41 bronze medals, India's ascent to the century mark is nothing
short of extraordinary. The historic 100th medal was clinched by the
women's kabaddi team, who showcased nerves of steel to outduel
Chinese Taipei with a thrilling score of 26-25. Not to be outdone, the
Indian men's kabaddi team also secured a gold medal by defeating
Iran 33-29, showcasing their sheer determination and teamwork.
Furthermore, the cricket team added to India's gold medal haul,
thanks to their higher seedings after a match against Afghanistan
was washed out. One of the standout moments of the games was the
splendid performance of the star men's doubles pair, Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty, who secured India's first-ever bad-
minton gold medal at the Asian Games with a commanding straight-
game win over South Korea's Choi Solgyu and Kim Wonho. Their vic-
tory symbolizes India's growing prowess in badminton on the global
stage. Comparing this triumph to India's performance in the previous
edition of the Asian Games in Indonesia, where they secured 70
medals, including 16 gold, 23 silver, and 31 bronze, the nation's ath-
letes have showcased remarkable progress. Notable among the gold
medalists are Ojas Deotale and Jyothi Surekha Vennam, who spear-
headed India's charge in compound archery, ending South Korea's
dominance and propelling India to its best-ever haul of nine medals
at the Asian Games. This achievement underscores the dedication
and talent of India's archers, who have now firmly established them-
selves as a force to be reckoned with in the world of archery. The
Indian shooting contingent, contributing 22 medals, and the track
and field athletes, with 29 medals to their name, played pivotal roles
in India's spectacular performance. Collectively, these athletes con-
tributed to more than half of the total medals won, showcasing
India's multifaceted talent pool. What makes India's performance
even more remarkable are the surprise medals that came from unex-
pected quarters. The women's table tennis team, represented by
Sutirtha Mukherjee and Ayhika Mukherjee, delivered a remarkable
performance by clinching the bronze medal, defeating the mighty
China in the semifinals. This feat is a testament to the determination
and fighting spirit of India's athletes. In the realm of athletics, Parul
Chaudhary's stunning dash in the last 30 meters of the women's
5000m event will be etched in memory for years to come. Her gold
medal victory, achieved by edging out Japan's Ririka Hironaka in a
close finish, exemplifies the spirit of never giving up and pushing
beyond one's limits. Another unforgettable moment was the aston-
ishing 86.77m javelin throw by Kishore Kumar Jena, which briefly
gave him the lead over superstar Neeraj Chopra in the men's javelin
event. Though Chopra ultimately secured the gold, Jena's silver
medal-winning performance was nothing short of extraordinary,
showcasing the depth of talent in Indian athletics. Furthermore, the
historic bronze medals won by canoers Arjun Singh and Sunil Singh
Salam in the men's double 1000m event, along with Ram Baboo and
Manju Rani's third-place finish in the mixed 35km race walk, are per-
fect examples of how resilience and determination can lead to suc-
cess even in the face of adversity. As the Indian contingent returns
home, they do so not only as champions but as inspirations for gen-
erations to come. Their dedication, unwavering spirit, and ability to
overcome challenges remind us all that with passion and hard work,
the sky is the limit. India's Golden Century at the Asian Games is a
beacon of hope and a testament to the incredible potential that lies
within the nation's sportsmen and sportswomen. It is a reminder that
dreams can be realized, records can be shattered, and that with
every victory, India shines brighter on the world stage. 

Century of Victories
A Triumph of Talent and Tenacity at Asian Games

A Grim Wake-Up Call

The Curse of the Caste
System

The caste system has been a
profound impediment to
India’s realization of its po-
tential across various do-
mains, including science,
technology, arts, sports, and
economic prosperity. Studies
reveal that 94% of marriages
are endogamous, with disad-
vantaged castes predominant-
ly occupying low-paying jobs,
while the reverse is true for
white-collar positions. The
lack of caste diversity, partic-
ularly in decision-making
roles across sectors such as
media, judiciary, higher edu-
cation, bureaucracy, and the
corporate sector, has weak-
ened these institutions and
hindered their performance.
It is perplexing that despite
the prominent role of caste in
our social, economic, and po-
litical life, there is no reliable
and comprehensive caste data
available for over half of
India’s population. The caste
census serves a broader pur-
pose beyond reservation is-
sues, shedding light on mar-
ginalized and underprivileged
populations that demand at-
tention.
Enabling Informed Policy

and Rational Discourse
A caste census equips poli-

cymakers with valuable data

to craft more effective policies
and implementation strate-
gies, fostering rational dis-
course on sensitive issues.
Additionally, it unveils the
privileged classes within soci-
ety, demonstrating that caste
is not merely a source of dis-
advantage but also a signifi-
cant source of privilege and
advantage. Since 1931, there
has been no comprehensive
census of all castes in India,

despite caste’s increasing in-
fluence on our lives and its
role in exacerbating wealth,
resource, and education dis-
parities, resulting in limited
purchasing power among the
majority of Indians.
Constitutional Backing for

Caste Census
India’s democratic frame-

work aligns with the need for
a caste census, as indicated in
Article 340 of the
Constitution, which mandates

the appointment of a commis-
sion to investigate the condi-
tions of socially and educa-
tionally backward classes and
propose government interven-
tions. Dispelling prevalent
myths and providing accurate
caste data can identify the
most backward castes and rec-
tify historical disparities.
While the Supreme Court has
repeatedly urged govern-
ments to supply caste-related

data, the absence of such data
fosters mutual distrust and
misunderstandings among
different castes. Previous
commissions have had to rely
on data from the last caste
census in 1931. Caste possess-
es an emotional dimension,
and a caste census carries sig-
nificant political and social
implications. Concerns exist
that quantifying caste may
further solidify identities.
Caste in India transcends
class boundaries, constituting
a unique form of implicit dis-
crimination.
The Necessity of Caste Data

Even today, individuals
with Dalit surnames en-
counter discrimination, fac-
ing difficulties in securing job
interviews and housing.
Marriages between well-edu-
cated, affluent Dalit men and
upper-caste women often in-
cite violent reactions in fami-
lies across the nation. India
must confront caste-related is-
sues with the same determi-
nation and data-driven ap-
proach as the United States
addresses race, class, lan-
guage, inter-racial marriage,
and related matters. This data
serves as a mirror for the
state and society, enabling
them to make informed deci-
sions for improvement. As so-
cietal awareness grows, the
imperative to eradicate the
caste system becomes increas-
ingly evident. The 21st centu-
ry is the ideal time to address
India’s caste conundrum, as
failure to do so will exact a
heavy toll on society, politics,
and economics, stalling the
nation’s development.

Writer is Poet, freelance
journalist and columnist,
All India Radio and TV
panelist. Views are person-
al)

The urgent need for a Caste Census
DR SATYAVAN SAURABH

The 21st century presents a crucial opportunity to address
India’s longstanding caste issue. Failure to do so will result
in severe social, political, and economic consequences, hin-
dering the nation’s development. A caste census entails the
systematic tabulation of the population according to their
respective castes, encompassing not only the Scheduled
Castes (SC) and Scheduled Tribes (ST), but also the Other
Backward Classes (OBCs). While the first separate data on
SCs and STs emerged in the 1952 census, the initial caste
census data dates back to 1931. Despite conducting a caste
census in the 2011 census, the data has not been released,
leading to the use of outdated estimates from 1931 in for-
mulating welfare policies in 2021. This practice is outdated
and impractical, especially considering the caste-based
reservation system, where 27% of reservations are allocat-
ed for OBCs, as established by the BP Mandal Commission,
based on caste-derived backwardness.
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Bus bodies

New Delhi: Union
Minister Nitin
Gadkari  said the gov-
ernment is consider-
ing setting standards
for the construction of
bus bodies, which will
be uniformly applica-
ble to both original
equipment manufac-
turers (OEMs) and bus
body builders. This
step will pave the way
for further improve-
ments in the quality of
buses in India with a
primary focus on en-
suring passenger safe-
ty during contingency,
the road transport and
highways minister
said in a tweet.

Logistic support 
Shimla: Himachal
Pradesh Chief
Minister Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu on
Thursday said many
renowned big busi-
ness houses have ex-
pressed their desire to
invest in the state, and
the government would
provide all logistic
support to them. He
said this when a dele-
gation of Baddi-
Barotiwala-Nalagarh
Industrial Association
(BBNIA) led by its
President Rajiv
Aggarwal and
General Secretary YS
Guleria presented a
cheque of Rs 2.02
crore to the Chief
Minister towards
'Aapda Rahat Kosh', a
statement issued here
said on Friday.

Extension

New Delhi: State
Bank of India (SBI)
said the government
extended the tenure of
the bank's chairman
Dinesh Kumar Khara
till August next year.
The government ex-
tends the term of of-
fice of Dinesh Kumar
Khara, Chairman,
State Bank of India
beyond October 2023
till he attains the age
of 63 years, or until
further orders,
whichever is earlier,
SBI said in a regulato-
ry filing quoting the fi-
nance ministry's noti-
fication.

New Delhi, Oct 07:  

India offers a lot of op-
portunities to the aviation
industry, and the govern-
ment has taken many ini-
tiatives to promote invest-
ment in the sector,
Financial Services
Secretary Vivek Joshi said
on Saturday. Addressing a
roundtable conference on
the airport sector organ-
ised by IIFCL, Joshi said
the launch of the 'Ude
Desh ka Aam Nagarik'
(UDAN) scheme has led to
significant development of
the sector in the past 7-8
years. As a result, the
number of airports has al-
most doubled from 74 in
2014 to 148 in 2023, giving a
boost to regional connec-
tivity. The government has
additionally given in-prin-
ciple approval for setting
up 21 greenfield airports

across the country, he
noted. Further, he said,
two big airports coming
up in Noida and Navi
Mumbai will add to the ca-
pacity of the airports in
the country.

India's aviation industry
has seen a remarkable
boost in recent years facili-
tated by the government's
investor-friendly legisla-
tion, supportive ecosystem
and growing demand. The
aviation industry in India
is the third-largest and

fastest-growing in the
world, expanding at a rate
of about 10 per cent during
the last decade, roughly 2.5
times the global average.
To give a further boost to
the aviation sector, Joshi
said, the Ministry of
Corporate Affairs earlier
this week issued a notifica-
tion excluding transac-
tions involving aircraft,
plane engines, airframes
and helicopters from the
Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code (IBC).
"The ministry has exempt-
ed the aircraft leasing
from Section 14 of IBC,
which I think will be a
great help for this sector,"
Joshi said. Section 14 of
the IBC deals with the
power of adjudicating au-
thority (NCLT) to issue a
moratorium when admit-
ting a company to the in-
solvency resolution

process. Once the morato-
rium on asset transactions
is imposed, activities like
the institution of suits,
continuation of pending
suits, execution of judg-
ments, transferring/ dis-
posing of assets and recov-
ery or enforcement of se-
curity interest are prohib-
ited. Delivering a welcome
address India
Infrastructure Finance
Company Ltd Managing
Director PR Jaishankar
said IIFCL is one of the
major financiers of air-
ports in India and has sup-
ported airports with a
total project outlay of
about Rs 74,000 crore in
the country. India has wit-
nessed a multi-fold jump
in domestic and interna-
tional passenger traffic
with the improvement in
civil aviation infrastruc-
ture, Jaishankar said.

India offers lot of opportunities
to aviation sector: DFS Secy New Delhi, Oct 07:  

As states like Delhi and
Goa raised the issue of tax
demand on online gaming
companies and casinos ret-
rospectively, Revenue
Secretary Sanjay Malhotra
on Saturday reiterated that
28 per cent GST was levied
on online gaming and casi-
nos even before. "Certain
members had raised the
issue of retrospective taxa-
tion. It was informed to
them that this is not retro-
spective, and this was the
law earlier.

These liabilities already
existed because money on-
line games played with
bets...They were already at-
tracting (28 per cent GST)
by way of betting or gam-
bling," Malhotra told re-
porters. In the 52nd GST
council meeting, Delhi and
Goa raised the issue of tax
demands on e-gaming com-
panies and casinos. Delhi
Finance Minister Atishi
said tax notices for the past

6 years calculated at a much
higher rate of 28 per cent
are being sent to online
gaming cos, even though on
October 1, this 28 per cent
GST was to be implement-
ed. "An industry whose rev-
enue is Rs 23,000 crore, you
are slapping a tax notice of
Rs 1.5 lakh crore...this is to
kill the industry.

This shows an unsafe er-
ratic investment environ-
ment in Indian startups,"
Atishi said. Malhotra fur-
ther said that some states
like Delhi and Goa raised
the issue of online gaming
companies facing GST de-
mand notices for alleged
evasion. "There were dis-

cussions on charges (tax de-
mand notice) on these com-
panies, retrospectively.
Because DGGI is an inde-
pendent body, there cannot
be any interference. The
(GST Council) chairperson
said she would make clarifi-
cations available to DGGI if
required," Chhattisgarh
Deputy Chief Minister TS
Singh Deo, also a member
of the GST Council, said.

The GST Council in its
meetings in July and
August had decided to clari-
fy the levy of 28 per cent
GST on full face value of
bets placed on online gam-
ing platforms and horse
racing and casinos. Online
gaming, casinos and horse
racing were classified as ac-
tionable claims, like lottery,
betting and gambling,
under GST with 28 per cent
tax. The amendments to
Central GST and Integrated
GST were approved by
Parliament and were noti-
fied by the central govern-
ment effective October 1.

Online gaming, casinos liable to 28 pc
GST since beginning: Revenue Secy

New Delhi, Oct 07: 

The GST Council on
Saturday decided to re-
duce GST on molasses to 5
per cent, from 28 per cent,
and exempt alcohol for
human consumption from
the levy. Chhattisgarh
Deputy Chief Minister T S
Singh Deo, who is a mem-
ber of the GST Council,
said extra neutral alcohol
(ENA) for industrial use
will continue to attract
Goods and Services Tax
(GST). "ENA (potable alco-
hol) for human consump-
tion will be exempt from
GST and the same will be

communicated to the
Supreme Court," Deo told
reporters after the 52nd
GST Council meeting. The
tax rate on molasses, a by-
product of sugarcane and
used as raw material for
alcohol production, has
been reduced to 5 per cent
from 28 per cent currently,
Deo added. He further said
that some states like Delhi
and Goa raised the issue of
online gaming companies
facing GST demand notice
for alleged evasion.

"There were discussion
on charges (tax demand
notice) on these companies
retrospectively.

GST Council decides to cut
tax on molasses to 5 pc

New Delhi, Oct 07:  

Institutional invest-
ments in real estate de-
clined 21 per cent in
July-September period
to USD 793.4 million due
to lesser inflows in of-
fice assets, according to
Colliers India.
Institutional inflows
stood at USD 1,002.1 mil-
lion in the year-ago peri-
od.

Real estate consultant
Colliers India on
Saturday released the
data that showed a
sharp fall of 89 per cent

in investment in office
assets to USD 79.1 mil-
lion during July-
September from USD
694.3 million in the cor-
responding period of
last year. Funds inflows
in mixed-use assets too
dipped 73 per cent to
USD 27.2 million during
July-September period
from USD 100.8 million
in the year-ago period.

However, the institu-
tional investments in
residential properties
rose 47 per cent to USD
274.6 million in the third
quarter of this calendar

year from USD 187 mil-
lion in the year-ago peri-
od. Industrial & ware-
housing assets attracted
USD 340.3 million dur-
ing July-September as
against mere USD 20
million in the year-ago
period.

Investments in alter-
nate assets, which in-
clude data centres, stu-
dent housing, senior
housing, holiday homes
and life sciences, stood at
USD 72.2 million during
July-September period
as against zero inflows in
the year-ago period.

Institutional investments in real estate down 
21 pc in Jul-Sep to USD 793.4 mn: Colliers India

Mumbai, Oct 07: 
Jewellery retailer Kalyan
Jewellers on Friday said it is
planning to add 33 new show-
rooms by Diwali, taking the
total number of new outlets
launched during the current
financial year to 51 across the
country. "We will be unveiling
33 more showrooms before
Diwali across Kalyan and
Candere formats in India (26
Kalyan and 7 Candere) taking
the total number of new
showrooms launched during
the current financial year to
51 by Diwali," the company
said in a regulatory filing. The
company had added 13 new

'Kalyan' showrooms across
non-South markets during the
recently concluded quarter
and plans to launch a further
26 showrooms in the next 40
days, as part of its previously
announced showroom roll-out
plan. 
With robust momentum in
both footfalls and sales
across all markets in the
country and the Middle East,
Kalyan Jewellers recorded
consolidated revenue growth
of 27 per cent for the recently
concluded quarter compared
to the same period in the pre-
vious financial year, the com-
pany said in its 'Quarterly
Update: Q2 FY24'.

Chennai, Oct 06: 

French glass and con-
struction material compa-
ny Saint-Gobain would in-
vest Rs 3,400 crore more in
Tamil Nadu, Chief
Minister M K Stalin an-
nounced here on Friday.
Stalin, who interacted with
the global board of direc-
tors of the company here,
said the over Rs 3,000 crore
investment in the state --at
S r i p e r u m b u d u r ,
Perundurai and Tiruvallur
and it includes expansion
projects-- would open up
employment opportunities
to 1,150 people. Tamil Nadu
Industries Minister TRB
Rajaa said this is the first
time the board has met out-
side of France in over 350
years.

In a statement, the CM
said he has assured his gov-
ernment's full support to
the Saint-Gobain's initia-
tive. Stalin recalled that the
firm's ties with Tamil Nadu
go back to 1998 when late

Chief Minister M
Karunanidhi laid the foun-
dation stone for the compa-
ny's unit in Sriperumbudur.
Since then, the company
has invested (excluding the
fresh investment) approxi-
mately Rs 5,000 crore in the
state which provided job op-
portunities to about 5,000
people. The statement said
Saint-Gobain's chairman
Pierre-Andre de Chalendar
and Chief Executive
Officer, Benoit Bazin led the
interaction from the compa-
ny side. Rajaa, who partici-
pated in the meeting along
with senior government of-
ficials, said the Saint-

Gobain's fresh investment
of Rs 3,400 crore added re-
newed vigour to the collabo-
ration between the state
and the company. On social
media platform X, Rajaa
said, "The honourable
@CMOTamilNadu Thiru
@MKStalin avargal inter-
acted with members of the
global board of Saint
Gobain today, who have as-
sembled here for their first
ever annual board meeting
outside of France in the
over 350 year history of
their company."

Further, he said: "The
long-standing partnership
between #SaintGobain and
the people of #TamilNadu
is a badge of honour for
each and every one of us. It
is an illustration of the
faith that investors put in
the state with repeated in-
vestments, and the growth
they witness by doing so. It
is a hat-tip to the hard work
by the employees of
#SaintGobain over so many
years."

Saint-Gobain announces fresh 
investment of Rs 3,400 cr in Tamil Nadu

Kalyan Jewellers plan to add
33 new showrooms by Diwali

GST COUNCIL MEETING

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman with Union MoS for Finance Pankaj Chaudhary
and Revenue Secretary Sanjay Malhotra during a media briefing after the 52nd Goods
and Services Tax (GST) Council Meeting, in New Delhi, Saturday, Oct. 7.

Mumbai, Oct 07:  

Lenders have welcomed
the status quo policy as on
expected lines and pointed
out that the other regula-
tory measures announced
by the Reserve Bank will
serve customer interest
better and improve the
overall market depth.
Commenting on the policy,

Dinesh Khara, the chair-
man of the State Bank,
said the policy clearly
shows the ability of the
RBI to remain steadfast
and focused on pitching
key growth deliverables
and the same bodes well
even as global uncertain-
ties pick up pace outside.
Khara, who just got an ex-
tension till August next as

the chairman of the na-
tion's largest lender, also
lauded the inclusion of
the Vishwakarma (help-
ing artisans) scheme in
the PIDF (payments infra-
structure development
fund (PIDF) scheme, say-
ing it will enhance mar-
ket breadth and depth
benefitting small scale ar-
tisans.

Banks hail RBI’s status quo policy

Mumbai, Oct 07: 

The Reserve Bank's
status quo in policy
rates and the accompa-
nying commentary was
termed as a "hawkish"
pause by analysts on
Friday. Many profession-
al watchers said the
fourth consecutive pause
pushes their expecta-
tions of a rate cut fur-
ther, with some saying it
can happen only in the
April-June quarter of
2024. After announcing
the rate panel decision,
Governor Shaktikanta
Das said the RBI will be
"actively disinflation-
ary" and "emphatically
reiterated". The panel
also stuck to the stance
of "withdrawal of ac-
commodation", and Das
later hinted that a relook
at it is not possible till
inflation cools down.

RBI policy hawkish,
expect a rate cut only

in Apr-Jun 2024:
Analysts
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Kharora, Oct 07:

Lack of security out-
side banks and ATMs in
Kharora is causing alarm
among citizens. After a
recent bank robbery,
where approximately 5.63
crore rupees were stolen
from an Axis Bank
branch in Raigarh dis-
trict, authorities issued
directives to enhance se-
curity measures.
However, investigations
have revealed that many
banks in Kharora are still
falling short in this cru-
cial area.

Kharora, home to seven
operational banks, is
struggling with security
lapses outside its finan-
cial institutions. With the

exception of a select few,
most banks have failed to
establish adequate securi-
ty measures. To exacer-
bate matters, the absence
of dedicated parking fa-
cilities has led to daily
traffic congestions as peo-
ple resort to parking their
vehicles on the road.

Adding to the concern,
most banks have security
cameras installed only
within their premises,
leaving the exterior areas
vulnerable to potential
threats. This deficiency
hinders law enforcement
agencies in their efforts
to identify individuals en-
tering and exiting the
banks, making it chal-
lenging to respond effec-
tively to criminal inci-

dents. Numerous banks
also suffer from malfunc-
tioning alarms that have
gone unrepaired for ex-
tended periods. Some
alarms produce low-vol-
ume alerts, making it dif-
ficult for passersby to no-
tice potential dangers.
Even the banks with secu-
rity personnel have them
stationed inside the prem-
ises rather than outside,
where their presence
could act as a deterrent.

During inspections, the
police had issued specific
guidelines to bank man-
agers, urging them to en-
sure 24-hour security, ver-
ify the credentials of em-
ployees and cash vehicle
personnel, improve park-
ing facilities, and promi-

nently display contact
numbers for the police su-
perintendent, local police
station, and control room
at the entrance and inside
the banks. Regrettably,
these instructions have
largely gone unheeded,
with no contact numbers
displayed at any bank en-
trances.

Parking problems per-
sist in front of these
banks, with State Bank,
Bank of Baroda,
Chhattisgarh State
Cooperative Bank, and
others failing to provide
adequate arrangements.
This situation compels
citizens to park their cars
and two-wheelers on the
streets, exacerbating an
already dire situation.

Lack of safety outside banks
and ATMs raises concerns

Kodwa, Oct 07: 

Concerns have arisen
regarding the initiation of
new mining activities in
Kodwa Gram Panchayat,
prompting residents of
Gram Kodwa to voice their
objections. A public meet-
ing was convened at the
Radha Krishna Mandir
Chowk within the village,
as the trust of the local
population has been shak-
en by these developments.

Situated along the Durg-
Bemetara highway, Kodwa
has been an area of ongo-
ing mining operations for
several years. Despite au-
thorities' awareness of the
challenges faced by the vil-

lage's inhabitants due to
these operations, no effec-
tive solutions have been
implemented.

External contractors, re-
portedly provided shelter
by local administration,
have exacerbated the prob-
lems faced by Kodwa resi-
dents. The seeming indif-
ference of responsible offi-
cials has further fueled the
frustration of the local
populace.

The anger of Kodwa res-
idents stems from the ini-
tiation of new mining op-
erations in an area already
encircled by existing
mines for years. The pub-
lic meeting held at Radha
Krishna Mandir Chowk
witnessed the visible frus-
tration and disappoint-
ment among villagers.

Residents of Kodwa are
particularly concerned
about the operation of a

new crusher in Bala Ji
Minerals' mines, encom-
passing Khata numbers
342, 345/1, and 345/2.
These operations involve
blasting, resulting in
structural damage to
houses and impacting
local well water levels.
Furthermore, the gravel
production process is ex-
pected to contribute to en-
vironmental pollution
through dust and debris,
posing potential health
risks such as respiratory
and eye problems for the
community.

In light of these issues,
Kodwa villagers have em-
phatically called for the de-
nial of permission for new
mining ventures, citing
their longstanding strug-
gles. They have demanded
an immediate halt to the
commencement of any
fresh mining operations in
the area.

Controversy erupts over fresh mining ventures in Kodwa
 Kodwa residents

protest new mining
operations amid
ongoing struggles

Dongargaon, Oct 07:

A persistent conflict
over fund allocation be-
tween the gram panchay-
ats of Rudragaon and
Ratapayli, both falling
under the jurisdiction of
the district panchayat,
has intensified, marking
an alarming turn in this
long-standing dispute.

As the matter esca-
lates, it has triggered the
exchange of official no-
tices and formal commu-
nication channels being
activated.

Notably, the conflict
originated from the ad-
ministrative changes
made in some panchay-
ats in the Dongargaon
district during the year
2020-21. During this reor-
ganization, several vil-
lages were separated and
merged with other pan-

chayats. For instance,
Alikhunta village was
severed from Argaon
and integrated into
Kopedih, while Maneri
village was detached
from Ganeri and ab-
sorbed into Chichdo.
Similarly, Khairi village
parted ways with
Panchayat Kopedih and
joined Dhaurabhatha

Gram Panchayat, and
Bhakri village transi-
tioned from Gram
Panchayat Rudgaon to
Gram Panchayat
Ratapayali.

Sarpanch Tikaram
Sonkar of Gram
Panchayat Rudragaon
reported that following
the separation of Gram
Bhakri, an outstanding

settlement amount of Rs
1,59,817 was determined,
to be paid by Ratapayli
Gram Panchayat.
However, Rudragaon
Gram Panchayat's share,
amounting to Rs 1,27,854,
remains unpaid to this
day. Remarkably, all
other funds allocated for
various schemes were ef-
ficiently transferred

from Rudragaon to
Ratapayli as per the offi-
cials' directives during
the allocation process.

In light of this unre-
solved dispute, the offi-
cials of Rudragaon
Gram Panchayat have
submitted a memoran-
dum to the CEO of the
district panchayat, high-
lighting their growing
concern. They under-
scored that they have re-
peatedly brought this
matter to the attention of
concerned officials and
Ratapayli Gram
Panchayat, but regret-
tably, no concrete action
has been taken towards
resolution. It's pertinent
to note that similar dis-
putes over revenue shar-
ing persist in several
other panchayats, war-
ranting attention and
resolution.

Revenue sharing dispute deepens, drawing official notices
Escalating conflict between Rudragaon and Ratapayli Panchayats over fund allocation

Kurud, Oct 07: Swami
Atmanand Jayanti came
alive with vibrant celebra-
tions at the Kurud Swami
Atmanand English
Medium School on
October 6. The event was
graced by the esteemed
presence of chief guest
Manish Sahu, who illumi-
nated the audience with
the teachings and life jour-
ney of Swami Atmanand.

The students of Swami
Atmanand School took
center stage, presenting a
captivating play that vivid-
ly depicted the profound

life of Swami Ji.
Alongside this, an engag-
ing speech and a creative
painting competition
added to the festivities.
The entire program was
skillfully conducted by the
talented Ms. Akanksha
Singh. In his closing re-
marks, School Principal
Manesh Kumar Singh con-
veyed his heartfelt grati-

tude and shared valuable
insights into the teachings
of Swami Ji. He extended
special thanks to the dedi-
cated teachers whose ac-
tive participation con-
tributed to the event's suc-
cess. The seamless execu-
tion of this celebratory
event can be attributed to
the meticulous efforts of
Ms. Akanksha Singh,
while the preparation of
the inspiring play and
poems was under the guid-
ance of Ram Prakash
Yadav, a revered Sanskrit
scholar.

SAEMS celebrates Swami Atmanand Jayanti

 Celebrating the 
life and wisdom of
a spiritual luminary

Bijapur, Oct 07:

In line with the direc-
tives from the State
Project Office, Samagra
Shiksha Chhattisgarh, a
district-level "Junk to
Innovation" exhibition
was meticulously organ-
ized under the National
Invention Campaign,
guided by Collector and
District Mission Director
of Samagra Shiksha,
Rajendra Katara. The ex-
hibition unfolded its cre-
ative brilliance on
October 5 at the Kanya
Residential School's audi-
torium, drawing the par-

ticipation of DEO, DMC,
APC Pedagogy, teachers,
and eager students.

This year, as part of the
"Junk to Innovation"
Campaign, innovative
model competitions craft-
ed from Junk materials
were held at school, clus-
ter, and development
block levels. Schools en-
thusiastically selected
their finest Found
Learning Materials -
Teaching Learning
Materials (FLN - TLM)
models to participate. The
top three models, along
with their dedicated
teachers and students
from select schools across
all development blocks in
the district, converged for
the district-level event.

Participants presented
their ingenious creations
aligned with the FLN

theme, earning accolades
in the form of certificates
and mementos. The
District Education
Officer, Baliram Baghel,
introduced the exhibi-
tion, emphasizing the sig-
nificance of teachers uti-
lizing recycled materials
to create engaging models
in the Government Girls'

Porta Cabin. He advocat-
ed for the adoption of
these models in all
schools to enhance learn-
ing outcomes and foster
FLN competencies among
students. Vijendra
Rathore, DMC, stressed
that the Teaching
Learning Materials
(TLM) exhibition, featur-

ing materials crafted
from junk items by teach-
ers, would elevate aware-
ness about education cen-
tered on TLM.
Furthermore, it would fa-
cilitate students in com-
prehending subject mat-
ter and fundamental
skills through hands-on
TLM usage. The exhibi-
tion featured the partici-
pation of teachers from
various development
blocks. Mrs. Ahilya
Chapadi and student
Kumari Anamika Hemla
from Mata Rukmani
Ashram in Dhanora
clinched the first position
with their self-made
model of a hand torch.
Veerendra Devangan and
students Kumari Sarita
Kudiyam and Indu Nakka
from Kanya Ashram in
Keka secured the second

position with their model
of a bird flying machine.
Ganpat Burka, a teacher
from Pujari Kanker
Middle School in Usur,
along with participating
student Jagendra
Kunjam, earned the third
position with their model
of a pressure pipe.

Certificates and awards
adorned both teachers
and students.
Subsequently, Venkat
Raman, APC Pedagogy,
delved into the pivotal
role of school libraries,
their influence on learn-
ing, maintenance, and
more. Finally, expressions
of gratitude filled the air.
In attendance at the exhi-
bition were BEOs,
ABEOs, BRCCs, CACs,
and the district FLN team
comprised of Lalit Nishad
and Mahesh Rajput.

District-level ‘Junk to Innovation’ exhibition sparks creativity
 Junk materials

turned into 
educational 
marvels at event

BBeemmeettaarraa,,  OOcctt  0077:: Chief Guest
Ashish Chhabra MLA Bemetara
attended the inauguration cer-
emony of the newly construct-
ed Satnam Chowk worth Rs 25
Lakh in Ward No. 01 and in his
address in the meet he said
that  under the leadership of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, the public welfare gov-
ernment in Chhattisgarh is
working with full commitment,
the schemes of the state gov-
ernment have brought about a
change in the standard of living
of the people of the state,
social strengthening and excel-
lent organization. Due to the
contribution, Satnami Samaj is
registering its presence in all
the fields, Satnami Samaj is
getting representation in vari-
ous fields including education,
literature, culture and politics,
and it is a matter of happiness
that Satnami Samaj is under
the leadership of Most Revered

Guru Ghasidas Baba, he said.
Chabra further that, moving
forward on the path of truth,
Baba Guru Ghasidas tried to
unite the entire human society
by giving the message of
equality to every individual.
Prominently present were
Shankuntala Sahu, TR
Janradan, Bhupendra
Upadyaya, Rajalal Banjare,
Raja Verma, Mithlesh Verma
and many others were present.

Bemetara’s Satnam Dham will become
a unique Dham in Chh’garh:  Chhabra

Anwari, Oct 07: The com-
munity health centre of
Bhakhara tehsil, which
has a population of lakhs,
is being operated on the
basis of contractual RMA.
As per information, de-
spite the posting of first
and second class doctors,
the general public is not
able to get medical bene-
fits, whereas in this com-
munity health center, a 30
bedded hospital with all fa-
cilities, entire staff was to
be recruited as per the
complete setup, after the
establishment of two med-
ical officers. 2 Medical
Officers have been at-
tached to Civil Hospital
Kurud and 1 female
Medical Officer has been
relieved as District Nodal
Officer on 5 October

2023,with the aim of pro-
viding better health facili-
ties to the general public of
Bhakhara area. Former
Health and Family Welfare
Minister of Chhattisgarh
Government and current
MLA Ajay Chandrakar,
with the aim of providing
better health benefits to
the villagers under Tehsil
Bhakhara, upgraded the
Primary Health Center
Bhakhara and made it a
Community Health Center.
Presently, the hospital here

is 2 RMA who are under
contract. An order to end
the attachment was issued
by the government, but the
in-charge BMO Kurud, ig-
noring the government
order, is shattering the
dreams of the former min-
ister by being negligent in
providing health benefits
to the villagers of
Bhakhara tehsil. In-charge
Gaurav Bangani, has in-
formed that 5 to 10 patients
are admitted every day and
25 to 30 deliveries are hap-
pening every month and
the patients admitted here
are not being given food for
the last one year. Also the
people of this area have to
go to Civil Hospital Kurud
for post-mortem, which
takes more time and also
leads to financial loss.

CHC Bhakhara running on contractual RMA

Bilaspur, Oct 07:

Keeping in mind the
convenience of all class-
es of passengers, the rail-
way administration is
providing the facility of
trial run of 08 pairs of ex-
press trains at Pendra
Road, Kargi Road,
Belgahana, Jaitahri and
Chandia Road stations of
South East Central
Railway Bilaspur
Mandal. 22830/22829
Shalimar-Bhuj-Shalimar
Express and 20472/20471
P u r i - B i k a n e r - P u r i
Express at Pendra Road
Station, 15159/15160
Chhapra-Durg-Chhapra
Sarnath Express and
18257/18258 Bilaspur-
C h i r m i r i - B i l a s p u r
Express at Kargi Road
Station , 18257/18258
B i l a s p u r - C h i r m i r i -
Bilaspur Express at
Belgahna Station ,
18257/18258 Bilaspur-
C h i r m i r i - B i l a s p u r

Express at Jaitahari
Station , 18247/18248
Bilaspur-Rewa-Bilaspur
Express and 18241/18242
Durg-Ambikapur-Durg
Express Ka and Chandia
Road Station 18236/18235
B i l a s p u r - B h o p a l -
Bilaspur Express,
11751/11752 Rewa-
Chirmiri-Rewa Express
and 18247/18248 Bilaspur-
The stoppage of Rewa-
Bilaspur Express is in-
cluded.

Trains stopping at
Pendraroad Station -

22830/22829 Shalimar-
B h u j - S h a l i m a r
Express will have
stopping facility at
Pendraroad station
from 08 October and
11 October 2023 re-
spectively. Train num-
ber 22830 Shalimar-
Bhuj Express, dated
08th October will
reach Pendra Road
Station at 08.59 hrs
and depart at 09.01

hrs. Similarly, train
number 22829 Bhuj-
Shalimar Express,
dated October 11, will
reach Pendra Road
Station at 19.42 hrs
and depart at 19.44
hrs.
Stopover facility of
20471/20472 Bikaner-
Puri-Puri Express
will be available at
Pendraroad station
from 09 October and
11 October 2023 re-
spectively. Train
number 20471
B i k a n e r - P u r i
Express, dated 09
October will reach
Pendra Road Station
at 19.42 hrs and will
depart at 19.44 hrs.
Similarly, train num-
ber 20472 Puri-
Bikaner Express,
dated October 11, will
reach Pendra Road
station at 18.52 hrs
and depart at 18.54
hrs.

Provision of 08 pairs of express
trains in various stations of division

Anwari, Oct 07: 

In a significant develop-
ment under the Indian
Scouts and Guides pro-
gram, five Scout Masters
have been selected to par-
ticipate in the National
Yoga Training Camp. The
chosen instructors, includ-
ing Daneshwar Sahu from
Kurud Block, Government
High School Bhaisbod;
Dinanath Pandey from
Government U.M.V.
Bagdehi; Sohan Lal Sahu
from Government U.M.V.
Bhendra; Harishchandra
Netam from Government

U.M.V. Kosmra, and
Hemant Jangde from
Government U.M.V.
Gathula in Dhamtari dis-
trict, underwent intensive
yoga training from
September 26th to
September 30th in
Leelaberi, Raivala,
Haridwar.

Throughout this com-
prehensive training pro-
gram, these dedicated in-
structors actively partici-
pated in the National Yoga
Training Camp, enriching
their knowledge and ex-
pertise in yoga techniques
and principles.

5 scout masters chosen for
national yoga training camp
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Hangzhou, Oct 07 (PTI):

Indian men emerged vic-
torious with a 33-29 score-
line at the Asian Games in
Hangzhou on Saturday.
The gold belonged to India
as they conquer Iran
under unusual circum-
stances.

This triumph serves as
redemption for India, fol-
lowing their bronze at the
Asian Games in 2018. It
marks India's 103rd medal
at the Asian Games.

There was hardly any-
thing separating the two
teams in the men's summit
clash at 28-28 with one
minute and five seconds
left on the clock.

But controversy erupted
in the last minute when
Indian skipper Pawan
Sehrawat went in for a do-
or-die raid. Sehrawat went
into the lobby (out of
bound) without a touch.
However, Amirhossein

Bastami and three other
Iranian defenders rushed
towards the Indian in an
attempt to push him out,
leading to confusion and
mayhem.

It was unclear whether
Sehrawat had been suc-
cessfully tackled or not
and there was also confu-
sion as to which rule was
to be applied -- the old one

or the new one. According
to the new rule, Sehrawat
was out but the old rule
deemed Sehrawat and all
the Iranians who followed
him also out, which would
give India four points and
Iran one.

With the officials see-
sawing between ruling in
favour of India and Iran,
both sets of players sat on

the court in protest when
the decision went against
them in unprecedented
scenes. After a lot of delib-
eration, discussion and ar-
guing by both sides, and
the match being suspend-
ed, the officials ruled it in
favour of India and the
scoreline read 32-29.

Earlier, India claimed an
unprecedented 100th

medal at the Asian Games
with a thrilling 26-25 victo-
ry over Chinese Taipei in
the women's kabaddi final
in Hangzhou.

This is the women's
kabaddi team's third title
triumph at the Asian
Games, going one better
than its runner-up finish
in the last edition of the
Games in Indonesia and
fulfilling the country's ex-
pectations of touching the
historic 100-mark in the
medals for the first time. It
was a very difficult outing
for the Indian women as
Chinese Taipei pushed
them to the limit in the
final, missing out on the
top prize by just a solitary
point. The Indian team
showed nerves of steel in
the last two raids to seal
the contest in its favour.
India had a five-point lead
going into half time, cour-
tesy of a super raid from
Pooja, who was one of the
stars of the intense title
showdown that also saw
the team's coach being cau-
tioned with a green card.

Unforgettable kabaddi 
chaos ends in GOLD for India

Women also 
clinch gold

Hangzhou, Oct 07 (PTI):

The Indian men's cricket
team clinched the gold
medal on its Asian Games
debut after their final
against Afghanistan was
called off due to rain, and
the Ruturaj Gaikwad-led
side was adjudged winners
by virtue of being seeded
higher in the continental
showpiece on Saturday.

Put in to bat, Afghanistan
were 112 for 5 in 18.2 overs
when persistent rain halted
the proceedings at the
Zhejiang University of
Technology Cricket Field,
and the match never restart-
ed from that point.

The Afghans had a jittery
start and were reduced to
12/3 inside four overs after
their top-three -- Zubaid
Akbari (5), Mohammad
Shahzad (4) and Noor Ali
Zadran (1) -- fell cheaply.

Shivam Dube (1-0-4-1) got
the first breakthrough
when he had Akbari in his
first over. Akbari perished
going for a hook shot to a

rising delivery by the
Indian pacer. In the next
over, wicketkeeper-batter
Shahzad was caught behind
off a delivery from left-arm
pacer Arshdeep Singh (3-0-
17-1). The Afghans commit-
ted a harakiri when Zadran
was run out after a Ravi
Bishnoi throw from deep
square-leg helped Jitesh
Sharma uproot the stumps.

Shahidullah then revived
their innings scoring an un-

beaten 43-ball 49 (3x4, 2x6) in
a partnership with Afsar
Zazai (15). But India struck
back when leg-spinner
Bishnoi (4-0-12-1) broke the
37-run partnership, clean-
ing up Zazai with a wrong
one. From the other end,
left-arm spinner Shahbaz
Ahmed castled Karim Janat
for 1. That brought skipper
Gulbadin Naib to the crease
and he shared a 60-run part-
nership with Shahidullah to

give some respectability to
the Afghanistan total before
their progress was hin-
dered. The match could not
resume and the match refer-
ee from Sri Lanka Graeme
Labrooy abandoned the
match as India sealed their
maiden gold in cricket at
the Asian Games.

Brief scores: Afghanistan
112/5 in 18.2 overs
(Shahidullah 49 not out) vs
India. (Match abandoned) 

Hangzhou, Oct 07 (PTI):

Star men's doubles pair
of Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy and Chirag
Shetty earned India's first-
ever badminton gold
medal at the Asian Games
with a straight-game win
over South Korea's Choi
Solgyu and Kim Wonho
here on Sunday.

World number 3 Satwik
and Chirag, who had be-
come the first Indians to
win the Asian champi-
onships in 58 years in
March this year, extended
their sensational run with
a 21-18 21-16 win over Choi
and Kim, ranked 15th, to
achieve their crowing
glory.

It was also India's first
medal in men's doubles in
41 years since Leroy D'sa
and Pradeep Gandhe won
a bronze in 1982 edition.

The medal ensured
India's best-ever perform-
ance at the continental
champions as they ended
with three medals -- a
men's doubles gold and a
men's team silver and a
men's singles bronze.

India had won a silver

and bronze in the 2018 edi-
tion at Jakarta, while bag-
ging five bronze at the 1982
edition. Satwik and

Chirag will become world
no. 1 team when BWF re-
leases the ranking chart
on Tuesday.

Hangzhou, Oct 07 (PTI):

Ojas Deotale and Jyothi Surekha
Vennam led India's medal rush with a
hat-trick of gold as the compound archers
ended South Korea's dominance to propel
the country to its best-ever haul of nine
medals at the Asian Games here on
Saturday.

The compound archers claimed all the
five gold medals on offer while veteran
Abhishek Verma and Aditi Swami se-
cured one silver and a bronze each.

The recurve archers earlier on Friday
bagged two medals, India's first in 13
years in the Olympic discipline.

India had won two silver medals in
archery in the 2018 edition in Indonesia.

Reigning world champion Aditi began
the penultimate day at the continental
showpiece by winning a bronze in the
women's compound individual event
when she prevailed over Indonesia's
Ratih Zilizati Fadhly in a one-sided play-
off.

The 17-year-old Indian, who bagged the
World Championship title in Berlin two
months ago, was not at her best and
dropped four points but that did not mat-
ter much as she won 146-140.

Later Jyothi, who had already secured

a gold in mixed pair and women's team
events, made it three in a row when she
rallied to defeat her formidable South
Korean opponent So Chaewon 149-145 in
the women's compound individual final.

"I feel short of words and lots of emo-
tions are going through. I need some time
to give this a thinking," Jyothi said after
clinching India's first-ever individual
gold medal in archery.

Hangzhou, Oct 07 (PTI):

The Indian men's and
women's chess teams won
silver medals at the Asian
Games here on Saturday.

GM Harika Dronavalli,
IM Vaishali Rameshbabu,
IM Vantika Agrawal, and
WGM Savitha Shri Baskar
all won their games in a
dominating fashion to beat
South Korea 4-0 in the
final round to finish with
15 match points.

The top-seeded Chinese
team won its last round
match against the UAE
with a 4-0 margin to take
the gold with 17/18 match
points. The Indian men
finished their campaign
with a 3.5-0.5 win against

the Philippines. Top seeds
Arjun Erigaisi, D Gukesh,
Vidit Gujrathi, and
Harikrishna Pentala all
won their matches against

their Filipino counter-
parts while R
Praggnanandhaa drew his
game to finish second be-
hind gold winners Iran.

Hangzhou, Oct 07 (PTI):

Hasan Yazdani expectedly proved too
good for Deepak Punia, who settled for a
silver after losing by technical superiori-
ty to the Iranian legend in the men's 86kg
category as India's wrestling campaign
concluded at the Asian Games here on
Saturday with six medals but without a
gold. It was the second time that Deepak
found himself up against his childhood
idol Yazdani, the two-time Olympic
medallist and eight-time World
Championship medallist.

In the 2019 World Championships in
Nur Sultan, Deepak had reached the final
on debut but did not wrestle against the
Iranian due to a foot injury and conceded
the bout, settling for a silver.

The 24-year-old Deepak, known as 'Ketli
Pehalwan', was perhaps overwhelmed as
he could not find a single scoring move
against Yazdani, who had more or less

settled the final by taking a commanding
8-0 lead in the first period. Yazdani fin-
ished the bout early in the second period
to defend his title. Meanwhile, Yash Tunir
(74kg), Vicky (97kg) and Sumit Malik
(125kg) crashed out of the Games without
reaching the medal round. Overall, India
won six medals and the embarrassing de-
feat of Bajrang Punia on Friday was the
biggest disappointment.

Sunil Kumar (87kg), Antim Panghal
(53kg), Sonam Malik (62kg), Aman
Sehrawat (57kg) and Kiran Bishnoi (76kg)
were the other medal winners for India.

Antwerp, Oct 07 (AP):

Not even a slight stumble near
the end could stop Simone Biles.
Less than three months after re-
turning to competition, the
American superstar is back at the
top of world gymnastics once
again.

Biles overcame a late blip in her
floor routine after an otherwise
dominant performance to win the
individual all-around title at the
world championships for the sixth
time on Friday. That made her the
most decorated gymnast in histo-
ry, two years after she put her ca-
reer on hold to focus on her men-
tal health following the Tokyo

Olympics. Even for someone who
has now stood atop that world
championship podium 21 times,
that was enough to draw some

tears during the medal ceremony
in Antwerp the Belgian city
where Biles started her collection
of titles a decade ago as a 16-year-

old. "You guys are actually never
going to believe me, but I've had
something in my eye for like four
hours today that I could not get
out," Biles said. "So whenever I
was staring at the podium, if I
look up, it really hits my eye."

Biles then acknowledged she
was moved. "Because 10 years ago,
I won my first worlds. Now we're
back here. So it was emotional,"
she said. "It means everything to
me, the fight, everything that I've
put in to get back to this place, feel
comfortable and confident enough
to compete." Biles scored 58.399
points across the balance beam,
floor, vault and uneven bars to
beat Rebeca Andrade, the
Brazilian defending champion, by
1.633 points. Biles' U.S. teammate
Shilese Jones took the bronze
medal with 56.332 points.

Hangzhou, Oct 07 (PTI):

Coming into the tourna-
ment as favourites, a
wounded Indian women's
hockey team rose from the
shock semifinal loss to
edge past defending cham-
pions Japan 2-1 and claim
the bronze medal at the
Asian Games here on
Saturday.

The Indians, ranked sev-
enth in the world, were the
favourites to win the gold
here but one bad match
cost them dearly as hosts
China thrashed them 4-0
in the semifinal on

Thursday. The Indian
women thus avenged their
0-1 defeat against Japan in
the last edition of the
Games in Jakarta in 2018.

But the Savita Punia-led
side left behind the disap-
pointment and displayed
commanding hockey to
clinch its seventh Asian
Games medal and fourth
bronze. Deepika gave
India the lead in the fifth
minute from a penalty
stroke before Japan
equalised through Yuri
Nagai from a penalty cor-
ner in the 30th minute.

Sushila Chanu, a rare
goal scorer, handed India
the winning goal in the
50th minute from a set
piece that went wrong.

New Delhi, Oct 07 (PTI) 

The calm leadership of
Harmanpreet Singh was
the defining point behind
the Indian men's hockey
team's gold-winning effort
at the Hangzhou Asian
Games, a trait that remind-
ed mercurial forward
Dhanraj Pillay of 'Captain
Cool' MS Dhoni.

Dhanraj, who led India to
the 1998 Bangkok Asian
Games triumph, said
Harmanpreet, who netted
13 goals to emerge as India's
leading goal-scorer in
Hangzhou, never buckled
under pressure. "To a large
extent, the credit (for the

victory) goes to
Harmanpreet's captaincy.
He is the Mahendra Singh
Dhoni of Indian hockey,"
Dhanraj told PTI Bhasha.

"He keeps guiding the
team from behind, does not
allow emotions to overpow-
er him and remains calm

under pressure." India dom-
inated defending champion
Japan 5-1 on Friday to re-
gain the Asian Games gold,
and the result also gave the
side a direct qualification to
the Paris Olympics. "This
victory will be written in
history. It is a historical
gold. The boys played to-
gether and scored so many
goals. "I am happy that we
completely dominated and
played better than them in
all four quarters. It is not
easy to win 5-1 in a final,"
said Dhanraj, who has ap-
peared in four Olympics,
Asian Games, World Cups
and Champions Trophy
apiece.

Satwik and Chirag achieve
crowing glory with gold

CCoouunnttrriieess GGoolldd  SSiillvveerr  BBrroonnzzee TToottaall
China 192 106 66 364
Japan 48 62 67 177
South Korea 39 55 89 183
India 28 38 41 107
Uzbekistan 20 18 26 64
Chinese Taipei 17 16 25 58
North Korea 11 18 10 39
Thailand 10 14 30 54
Bahrain 10 3 5 18
Kazakhstan 9 18 41 68

Medals Tally

Indian men’s cricket team wins goldJyothi, Deotale claim hat-trick of
gold, archers return with record haulNew Delhi, Oct 07 (PTI): 

India's contingent signs
off with an impressive
show of skill and grit at the
Asian Games and the na-
tion is proud of the players
who bring home 107
medals, setting new bench-
marks of excellence,
President Droupadi
Murmu said on Saturday.

Indian athletes touched
the magical figure of 107
medals at the Asian Games
in China with their blood,
sweat and toil over the last
fortnight to give the coun-
try an early Diwali gift.

"India's contingent signs
off Asian Games with an
impressive show of skill
and grit! Congratulations to
the Indian women and men
kabaddi teams for their
gold medals," Murmu said
in a post on X. Indian men's
cricket team also wins gold
while men's doubles pair of
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy
and Chirag Shetty win
India's first-ever badminton
gold medal, she said.

Indian men and women’s chess
teams clinch silver medals

Indian silver medalist men and women chess players with team
officials pose for group photos after the presentation ceremony of
the Men's and Women's Chess Team event.

India win bronze in
women’s hockey

Beat defending
champions Japan 2-1

Deepak outplayed by idol Hasan Yazdani
Indian wrestlers return with 
six medals

Calm Harmanpreet Singh is MS Dhoni
of hockey team: Dhanraj Pillay

Simone Biles wins 6th all-around title at worlds
To become most decorated
gymnast in history

Nation proud
of players



Chennai, Oct 07 (PTI):

Rohit Sharma, one of
the most revered crick-
eters of his generation,
would carry the audible
expectations of a billion
people when his Indian
team starts its high-stakes
World Cup campaign
against Australia here on
Sunday.For the sports afi-
cionados, the Asian
Games campaign with 100-
plus medals was a juicy
appetiser and they are
bracing up for exotic main
course from country's
most followed sports team.

Led by a genial Pat
Cummins, Australia are a
tough yet likable bunch,
who are ready for a good
scrap at the Chepauk
where both the teams have
had some epic battles in
the past be it the tied Test
of 1986 or the close
Reliance Cup game the
next year or the 2001 Test
series-decider.

If India's batting is
world class, Australia's
pace attack is top notch
but does it have the legs to
survive the cruel Chennai
heat will be a million-dol-
lar question.

There are 15 different
men, with different
shades of character com-
ing together for a common
cause. A skipper, who at
36, knows that his legacy
will be defined by whether
he holds aloft the coveted
Cup on November 19th.

Then there is near 35-
year-old Virat Kohli, ar-
guably the best all-format
batter of his generation.
He needs three more cen-
turies to get past iconic
Sachin Tendulkar the
man he had carried on his
shoulders on a beautiful
Wankhede night 12 sum-
mers back.

After 12 seasons, Kohli
is standing at the cusp of
where Tendulkar stood in
2011. The only difference

is Kohli has one World
Cup in his kitty. So does
Rohit (2007 World T20)
and 37-year-old
Ravichandran Ashwin
(2011).

But those were tro-
phies where the narra-
tives were set by others
and these juniors
played their part to the
'T'.But this edition is
their edition. Rohit
wants to own this stage.
So does Kohli and
Ashwin. A 34-year-old
Ravindra Jadeja or a 33-
year-old Mohammed
Shami do not want to be
left behind. Or a Jasprit
Bumrah, who would
like it to be Now or
Never'. Most of them
might not play another
World Cup in four years'
time and even if one
(likely Kohli with his
fitness) remains avail-
able for the next edition
in 2027, one never
knows whether the for-

mat will remain rele-
vant and appealing to
younger generation.
This bunch is high on
talent and feisty quo-
tient and wouldn't want
to be tragic heroes.

Reigniting hope for ODI
cricket revival

The fate of One Day
International (ODI) crick-
et hangs in the balance,
with an Indian World Cup
victory being its potential
lifeline. As the format
struggles on the brink,
Rohit Sharma stands at
the helm, well aware of
the high stakes involved.
His demeanor may reveal
little, but he has earned
the respect and validation
of the dressing room, a
crucial aspect of leader-
ship. In his role as captain,
Rohit faces three critical
challenges. Firstly, he
must channel his inner
batter Rohit, embracing

an aggressive approach,
especially during the
Powerplay, where pull
shots can make all the dif-
ference. Secondly, the tacti-
cian Rohit must make
strategic decisions, includ-
ing when to deploy the
spin wizard Ashwin as the
third specialist spinner.
Lastly, he must weigh the
merits of Suryakumar
Yadav, with his versatile
360-degree repertoire,
against the more conven-
tional Shreyas Iyer, de-
pending on the pitch con-
ditions.

Strategic insights 
One cannot underesti-

mate the importance of a
leader who can nurture
talents like Shardul
Thakur, a bowler with a
knack for taking wickets
even in challenging situa-
tions. This leader must
also instill fearlessness in
players like Ishan
Kishan, encouraging

them to take on formida-
ble opponents like
Mitchell Starc from the
get-go. Moreover, strate-
gic decisions will play a
pivotal role in the upcom-
ing match against
Australia. Consider the
potential utilization of
Ravindra Jadeja's rapid
deliveries against the
vulnerable Marcus
Stoinis, who struggles
on the backfoot. How
India's spinners per-
form during the middle
overs on the spin-friend-
ly Chepauk surface will
be the linchpin of
India's fate. Historical
statistics at Chepauk re-
veal a balanced contest,
with India winning
seven out of 14 ODIs, six
defeats, and one aban-
doned match.
Conversely, Australia
boasts a strong record
with five victories out of
six ODIs at this venue.
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New Delhi, Oct 07 (PTI):

Aiden Markram
smashed the fastest World
Cup century off just 49
balls, while Quinton De
Kock and Rassie van der
Dussen also made punish-
ing hundreds as South
Africa sounded early
warning with a mammoth
428/5 against Sri Lanka in
their World Cup match
here on Saturday.

De Kock (100 off 84
balls), Dussen (108 off 110
balls) and Markram (106
off 54 balls) went on a ram-
page to power South
Africa past the highest
World Cup total ever
Australia's 417/7 against
Afghanistan in the 2015
edition.

After De Kock and Van
der Dussen set the plat-
form for a massive score
with their second-wicket
stand with 204 runs,
Markram applied a brutal
coup de grace to pulverise
Sri Lanka.

All three South African
centurions De Kock, Van
der Dussen and Markram

also recorded their maid-
en World Cup hundreds.

A total of 39 fours and
eight sixes came collective-
ly from the Proteas trio.

Heinrich Klaasen hit an-

other three fours and a six
for his 20-ball 32 and David
Miller clobbered three
fours and two sixes for his
unbeaten 21-ball 39.

Making the most of a

favourable pitch against a
depleted and erring Sri
Lankan bowling line-up,
South African batters mo-
tored on at a high scoring
rate in the middle-overs to
wrest control.

An early blow was dealt
when Dilshan
Madushanka pinned
Temba Bavuma (8) in front
of the wicket, but that was
the only moment of joy for
the Sri Lankans.

De Kock and Van der
Dussen, came together a
mere 10 balls into the con-
test, were separated only
after putting their team in
a commanding position
with the fourth highest
ever partnership for any
wicket for South Africa in
the World Cup.

De Kock, set to retire
from ODIs after the tour-
nament, was in his ele-
ments in getting a hun-
dred.

On the other hand, Van
der Dussen celebrated his
50th ODI with a fifth ton of
the career, cracking 13
fours and two sixes in the
process.

Markram records fastest World Cup ton
Dharamsala, Oct 07 (PTI):

In a thrilling World Cup
opener, Bangladesh se-
cured a commanding six-
wicket victory against
Afghanistan, thanks to
outstanding performanc-
es by Mehidy Hasan
Miraz, Shakib Al Hasan,
and Najmul Shanto. The
match, held in
Dharamsala, witnessed a
dynamic display of crick-
eting skills.

Mehidy Hasan Miraz
was the star of the show,
exhibiting his all-round
prowess. He began by
bamboozling Afghanistan
with his off-spin, claim-
ing three crucial wickets
for just 25 runs, contribut-
ing significantly to
Bangladesh's effort to re-
strict their opponents to a
mere 156 runs.

Miraz's brilliance didn't
end there. In a composed
innings, he scored 57 runs
off 73 balls during
Bangladesh's chase, en-

suring a comfortable vic-
tory for his team.
Alongside him, Najmul
Shanto played a pivotal
role, notching an unbeat-
en 59 off 83 balls.

Despite an early wobble
with Bangladesh at 27 for

2, Miraz and Shanto
formed a formidable part-
nership, adding 97 runs
for the third wicket. Their
cautious approach was
well-suited to the chal-
lenging pitch conditions,
as they adeptly rotated
the strike and seized op-
portunities to unleash
powerful shots, including
a six by Shanto.

The Bangladesh
bowlers, led by Shakib Al
Hasan, exploited the
pitch's tackiness to re-
strict Afghanistan.
Shakib and Miraz shared
six wickets between
them, causing
Afghanistan's batting
order to crumble after a
promising start.
Rahmanullah Gurbaz's
valiant effort of 47 runs
was the only bright spot
for Afghanistan, as they
eventually folded under
pressure.

Shakib Al Hasan, the
seasoned left-arm spinner
and Bangladesh's captain,

showcased his bowling
prowess with a masterful
performance. He led the
charge with spin bowling,
perplexing the Afghan
batsmen who struggled to
read his deliveries.

Notably, Shakib's dis-
missal of Najibullah
Zadran illustrated his
brilliance. Zadran was
unable to pick the deliv-
ery, which held its line
and dismantled his
stumps.

This wicket under-
scored Afghanistan's
struggles against
Bangladesh's spin attack
and ultimately sealed
their fate.

In this thrilling World
Cup encounter,
Bangladesh displayed
their depth and re-
silience, setting the tone
for an exciting campaign
ahead. The triumphant
start is a testament to the
skills of Miraz, Shakib,
Shanto, and the entire
Bangladesh team.

Mehidy, Shakib, Shanto give
Bangladesh winning start

Confident India ready for Australian challenge

India's coach Rahul Dravid and captain Rohit Sharma dur-
ing a practice session ahead of the ICC Men's Cricket
World Cup match against Australia, at the MA
Chidambaram Stadium, in Chennai, Saturday, Oct. 7.

New Delhi, Oct 07:  

Vedanta Aluminium,
the largest aluminium
producer in India, has un-
veiled a new range of ad-
vanced wire rods, namely
T4, AL59, and the 8xxx se-
ries, establishing a new
paradigm of excellence in
product offerings for the
global power and trans-
mission sector. The com-
pany launched the new
products on the inaugural
day of the ongoing Cable &
Wire Fair 2023 (CWF2023)
in New Delhi. Built to de-
liver exceptional perform-
ance, the new range is
manufactured using state-

of-the-art continuous cast-
ing technology. These
products will also find key
applications in automo-
tive, building, infrastruc-
ture and electronics.

The T4 alloy rod offers
customers the advantages
of low-sag high strength,
high drawability and en-
hanced durability. These
properties make it perfect
for usage within high-volt-
age transmission grids
and also in manufacturing
optical fibre composite
overhead wires. In addi-
tion, the AL59 alloy rod of-
fers a higher strength-to-
weight ratio, superior
power evacuation and a

significantly higher cur-
rent carrying capacity.
These properties make it a
must-have in the produc-
tion of long-lasting cables
and conductors. Further,
the 8xxx series of wire
rods offers exceptional
anti-corrosion properties,
making it of immense
value to the construction,
transportation and archi-
tectural sectors, which
need a perfect balance of
malleability and durabili-
ty. Additionally, Vedanta
Aluminium also provides
a diverse range of high-
quality Electrical
Conductor (EC)-grade
wire rods in various sizes,

including 7.6mm, 9.5mm,
12mm, and 15mm, as well
as alloy wire rods and flip
coils. They are produced
using some of the world’s
best technologies, sourced
from industry-leaders
such as Continuus-
Properzi (Italy) and
Southwire (USA). The
company has one of the
largest selections of top-
quality aluminium prod-
ucts globally, including
Restora (India's first low-
carbon, 'green' alumini-
um), billets, primary
foundry alloy (PFA), slabs,
ingots, rolled products, flip
coils, and hot/liquid
metal.

Vedanta to deliver exceptional performance 
to Power & Transmission Industry

Gangtok, Oct 07 (PTI) 

More than 3,000
tourists stranded in
Lachen and Lachung in
Mangan district of
Sikkim after flash flood
hit the area, are safe, offi-
cials said on Saturday.

The Indian Air Force
made multiple attempts
to carry out rescue and
relief operations by Mi-17
helicopters but was un-
able to fly from Bagdogra
as well as Chaten due to
the inclement weather,
low-lying cloud cover and
low visibility conditions
in the Lachen and
Lachung valley, they said.

The roads to Lachen
and Lachung are dam-
aged. An alternative
route to Chungthang via
Dzongu is in the process
of being opened for the
rescue teams to move for-
ward.

Teesta Urja has also
provided a chopper for
the rescue of tourists and
the supply of essential
commodities to the
Chungthang area.

An ITBP team that
reached the area is carry-
ing out relief and rescue
in Chungthang at the mo-
ment, officials said. The
India Meteorological
Department in a weather

forecast with respect to
Mangan district said
light to moderate rain is
likely to occur at most
places in the district over
the next five days.

The IMD also forecast
generally cloudy to over-
cast sky in Lachen and
Lachung for the next five
days. NDRF teams here
along with state agencies
are busy with rescue op-
erations in areas such as
Singtam, Bardang and
Rangpo. However, rescue
teams have not been able
to reach the upper reach-
es of North Sikkim,
Chungthang, Lachen and
Lachung.

3,000 tourists stranded in 
Lachen, Lachung in Sikkim

Mumbai, Oct 07: 

Maharashtra Governor
Ramesh Bais inaugurated
the 3rd World Congress in

Cardiac Imaging and
Clinical Cardiology (WCC
ICC 2023) in Mumbai on
Fri (6 Oct). The Governor
released the book 'Cardiac

Imaging Update - 2023' and
a souvenir on the 3rd
World Congress on the oc-
casion.

Chairman of Atomic
Energy Regulatory Board
(AERB) and Nuclear
Scientist Er Dinesh
Kumar Shukla, President
of the World Congress Dr
C N Manjunath,
Executive President of
the World Congress and
President of World
Federation of Cardiac
Imaging and Clinical
Cardiology Dr G N
Mahapatra, Founder and
Chairman of Sri
Aurobindo Institute of
Medical Sciences Indore
Dr Vinod Bhandari, and
national and internation-
al delegates were present.

Maha Guv inaugurates 3rd World
Congress on Cardiac Imaging New Delhi, Oct 07 (PTI) 

An AI-driven tool was
70 per cent accurate in
predicting earthquakes a
week before they hap-
pened during a seven-
month trial in China, sci-
entists report.

The outcome was a
weekly forecast in which
the AI successfully pre-
dicted 14 earthquakes
within about 200 miles, or
320 kilometres, of where
it estimated they would
happen and at almost ex-
actly the calculated
strength, the researchers
at The University of
Texas (UT) at Austin, US,
said. The AI-tool, howev-
er, missed one earthquake
and gave eight false warn-
ings, they reported.

The AI was trained to
detect statistical bumps

in real-time seismic data
that researchers had
paired with previous
earthquakes, they said,
adding that the method
follows a relatively simple
machine learning ap-
proach. Their study is
published in the journal
Bulletin of the
Seismological Society of
America. The AI was
given a set of statistical
features based on the
team's knowledge of
earthquake physics, then
told to train itself on a
five-year database of seis-
mic recordings. Once
trained, the AI gave its
forecast by listening for
signs of incoming earth-
quakes among the back-
ground rumblings in the
Earth, the researchers

said in their study.
While it is not yet

known if the same ap-
proach will work at other
locations, but the re-
searchers are confident
that in places with robust
seismic tracking net-
works such as California,
Italy, Japan, Greece,
Turkey and Texas, the AI
could improve its success
rate and narrow its pre-
dictions to within a few
tens of miles.

The findings of this
study, however, are a
milestone in research for
AI-driven earthquake
forecasting, the re-
searchers said.

"Predicting earth-
quakes is the holy grail,"
said Sergey Fomel, a pro-
fessor in UT's Bureau of
Economic Geology and a
member of the research

team. "We're not yet close
to making predictions for
anywhere in the world,
but what we achieved tells
us that what we thought
was an impossible prob-
lem is solvable in 
principle."

‘Earthquake-predicting tool driven by AI shows 70% accuracy’
NEW RESEARCH
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