
Vehicle pile-up 
SSiillcchhaarr::  A vehicle pile-
up in senior Congress
leader Gaurav Gogoi's
convoy in Assam's
Cachar district injured
several party workers on
Tuesday, police said.
Gogoi, the Congress's
deputy leader in Lok
Sabha, was unhurt, while
nine party workers,
including two women,
sustained minor injuries,
they said.  The accident
happened in Moinarbond
when the police pilot
vehicle applied a sudden
brake, a senior official
said. "Following this, one
car after the other
crashed, leading to a
pile-up," he said.

Bust racket
MMuummbbaaii::  The Mumbai
police busted a racket
involved in selling babies
and arrested six women
for allegedly selling a
newborn for Rs 5 lakh in
the eastern suburbs here,
an official said on
Tuesday. The police had
received a tip-off about a
fake nursing home being
operated in Trombay and
that a baby was sold at
the premises for Rs 5 lakh
to a woman without pro-
viding any documents,
the official said.

Proposals 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Ahead of the
winter session of
Parliament, the finance
ministry has sought
expenditure proposals for
the first batch of supple-
mentary demands for
grants from various min-
istries and departments.
The first batch of supple-
mentary demands for
grants for 2023-24 is pro-
posed to be placed before
Parliament in the ensuing
session, the ministry said
in an office memoran-
dum. The month-long
winter session of
Parliament usually begins
in the last week of
November.

Animal deaths
CChhaannddrraappuurr:: A wild ele-
phant died due to elec-
trocution and the carcass
of a tigress was found in
different parts of the for-
est in Maharashtra's
Chandrapur district in 24
hours, a forest official
said on Tuesday. This was
the first such death of a
wild elephant recorded in
the forest of Chandrapur
in 100 years, chief con-
servator of forest Dr
Jitendra Ramgaonkar
said. The elephant, aged
around 30 to 35 years,
was found dead in Chitki
village of Sindewahi
tehsil, around 74 km
away from the district
headquarters, on Tuesday
morning, he said.

PITRA PAKSHA RITUALS

Hindus perform rituals for their ancestors during Pitra Paksha, at a Ganga ghat,
in Varanasi, Tuesday.
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BRIEF

PM Modi offers prayers at
Danteshwari Temple at

Jagdalpur, in Bastar district,
Tuesday.
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Jagdalpur, Oct 03:  

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Tuesday said the Congress
should clarify whether
rights can be given in pro-
portion to the "abadi" (pop-
ulation) and asserted that
poor people have the first
right over the country's re-
sources.

He also asked whether
the grand old party wants
to decrease the rights of
the Muslims.

His statements come a
day after the Nitish
Kumar-led Bihar govern-
ment released a caste sur-
vey, which revealed that
OBCs and EBCs constitute
a whopping 63 per cent of
the state's total population.
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi had hailed the
Bihar caste survey saying
that the country needs a
caste-based census to give
people their due rights as
per their population.

Addressing the
'Parivartan Mahasankalp'
rally of the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) at

Jagdalpur, the headquar-
ter of Bastar district in
poll-bound Chhattisgarh,
PM Modi also alleged that
the Congress has entered
into a secret pact with
some other country and
taking pleasure in speak-
ing against India, and
asked people to remain
alert. He also said the
grand old party was being
run not by its leaders but
by some "behind the cur-
tain" elements who are in
nexus with anti-national
forces.

"Congress says the
'abadi' (population) of peo-
ple will decide the rights
(on resources), but for
Modi, poor people are the
biggest abadi of the coun-
try and they have the first
right over resources.
Welfare of the poor is my

aim," he said.
"What would
former prime

m i n i s t e r

Manmohan Singh be
thinking? Manmohan
Singh ji used to say mi-
norities have the first
right over resources of the
country and Muslims have
the first right over re-
sources. But now Congress
is saying the population
will decide who will get
how much share of rights.
Do they want to decrease
the rights of Muslims?" he

asked. Whose population
is more, PM Modi asked,
and said will it be possible
to ensure the rights ac-

cording to the population.
"Should Hindus take all

the rights? Congress
should clarify whether the
rights will be given accord-
ing to the population. Does
Congress want to remove
minorities?" he said.

"I have been saying this
that the Congress party is
no longer being run by
Congress people. Big lead-
ers of Congress are sitting

with their mouths shut.
Now those people are run-
ning Congress from be-
hind the curtain who are
in nexus with anti-nation-
al forces. Congress wants
to destroy India by divid-
ing the Hindus of the
country at any cost and
wants to divide the poor,"
he alleged.

"What secret pact
Congress has entered into
with some other country it
has not disclosed so far.
After the agreement,
Congress is taking pleas-
ure in speaking against
India. It is presenting the
good things of India in a
bad light and enjoying it. It
seems their love for the
country has declined," he
said, cautioning people to
remain alert of them.

He also accused the
Congress of converting
'loktantra' (democracy) to
'lootantra' (corruption)
and 'prajatantra' (democ-
racy) to 'parivartantra' (dy-
nasty).

The prime minister said
that for him, the poor are
the biggest community.

New Delhi, Oct 03 (PTI):
Delhi Police on Tuesday
searched 30 locations con-
nected with online news
portal NewsClick and its
journalists in a case filed
under the anti-terror law
UAPA following allega-
tions that it received
money for pro-China prop-
aganda and later in the
day sealed its office.

Police said no one has
been arrested so far in the
Special Cell searches that
began early in the morn-
ing and were concentrated
in the Delhi-NCR region.
Founder and editor-in-
chief Prabir Purkayastha
was taken to the
NewsClick south Delhi of-
fice where a forensic team
was present.

Among those ques-
tioned were journalists

Urmilesh, Aunindyo
Chakravarty, Abhisar
Sharma, Paranjoy Guha
Thakurta as well as histo-
rian Sohail Hashmi and D
Raghunandan of the
Centre for Technology &
Development.

Police posed a list of 25
questions on various is-
sues, including their for-
eign travels, protests
against the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act in

Shaheen Bagh as well as
the farmers' agitation,
sources said.

Those being questioned
have been divided into
three categories, A, B and
C, sources said.

Addressing a gathering
in Bhubaneswar, Union
Information and
Broadcasting Minister
Anurag Thakur said probe
agencies in the country
are independent and work

in accordance with law.
"... If someone has done

something wrong, probe
agencies work on it...
Nowhere is it written that
if you have got money
through illegal manner or
done something objection-
able, then probe agencies
cannot investigate that,"
Thakur said.

The issue led to political
ripples with the Congress,
the Aam Aadmi Party and
the Samajwadi Party as
well as the Press Club of
India reacting to the
searches and criticising
the government for the ac-
tion.

Urmilesh and
Chakravarty emerged
from the Special Cell office
at Lodhi Road after about
six hours of questioning
around 4.15 pm.

Nizamabad (T'gana),
Oct 03 (PTI): Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
on Tuesday said he had
rejected a request of
Telangana Chief Minister
K Chandrasekhar Rao to
join the NDA, after the
Hyderabad Municipal
Corporation elections in
2020, citing his "deeds".

Speaking at a rally here,
Modi said before Greater

Hyderabad Municipal
Corporation (GHMC)
polls, Rao used to come to
the airport to receive him
with fanfare and show a
lot of respect.

"But, why did it stop
suddenly?" he asked.

"Why so much anger
suddenly? The reason for
that is, after Hyderabad
polls, he came to Delhi to
meet me. He gave a beauti-

ful shawl and honoured
me. He showed so much
love that it was not in the
character of KCR," Modi
said.

"Then, he told me that
the country is progress-
ing under your leader-
ship. We also want to be
part of NDA. Make us
part of NDA. I said what
next? Support us in
Hyderabad municipal cor-
poration. I told KCR, your
deeds are such that Modi
cannot join with you," he
said.

Modi said he had "re-
jected the entry of KCR
into NDA" even if it
meant the BJP sitting in
opposition in GHMC.

Modi accused the BRS
dispensation of 'looting'
funds meant for develop-
ment of the state.

Stockholm, Oct 03 (AP):

The Nobel Prize in
physics was awarded
Tuesday to three scientists
who look at electrons in
atoms during the tiniest of
split seconds.

Pierre Agostini of The
Ohio State University in
the US; Ferenc Krausz of
the Max Planck Institute
of Quantum Optics and
Ludwig Maximilian
University of Munich in
Germany; and Anne
L'Huillier of Lund
University in Sweden won

the award.
Their experiments

"have given humanity new
tools for exploring the
world of electrons inside
atoms and molecules," ac-
cording to the Royal
Swedish Academy of
Sciences, which an-
nounced the prize in
Stockholm.

Kathmandu, Oct 03
(PTI): At least seven per-
sons were injured and sev-
eral houses damaged
when two successive
earthquakes measuring
5.3 magnitude and 6.3 mag-
nitude respectively hit the
western parts of Nepal on
Tuesday, authorities said.

The first earthquake
measuring 5.3 magnitude
was recorded at 2:40 p.m.
and another 6.3 magnitude
quake at 3:06 p.m. in
Bajhang district, 700 km
west of Kathmandu, the
National Earthquake
Monitoring and Research
Centre said.

Later, aftershocks rang-
ing from 4 to 5 magnitude
hit the Bajhang district six
times between 3 pm and
5.38 pm, the National
Seismological Centre said.

Tremors measuring 5.1
magnitude at 15:13 p.m., 4.1
at 15:45 p.m, 4.1 at 16:28

p.m., 4.3 at 16:31 p.m., 5 at
17:19 p.m. and 5 at 17:38
p.m. hit the sparsely popu-

lated mountainous region,
the agency said.

Six persons, including
four students, were in-
jured in the Bajhang dis-
trict and one person was
injured in neighbouring
Achham district, accord-
ing to officials. One of the
students panicked and
jumped from a two-story
building and sustained in-
juries.

A building of the dis-
trict police office in
Bajhang and several hous-
es were damaged due to
tremors, according to the
local administration of-
fice.

Many smaller after-
shocks were also felt after
the tremors, said an offi-
cial at the District
Administration Office
Bajhang.

New Delhi, Oct 03 (PTI):
The Indian Air Force is in
the process of finalising a
Rs 1.15 lakh crore deal to
procure an additional
batch of 97 Tejas Mark-1A
aircraft besides upgrading
84 Sukhoi-30MKI jets at a
cost of Rs 60,000 crore,
Chief of Air Staff Air
Chief Marshal VR
Chaudhari said on
Tuesday.

In February 2021, the de-
fence ministry sealed a Rs
48,000-crore deal with
state-run aerospace major
Hindustan Aeronautics
Ltd for the procurement of
83 Tejas MK-1A jets for the
IAF. With the additional 97
Tejas Mark-1A jets, the
total number of indige-
nously-developed aircraft

being procured by the IAF
would go up to 180.

Addressing a press con-
ference ahead of the Air
Force Day on October 8,
the Chief of Air Staff also
said that 84 Sukhoi-30MKI
fighter jets will be upgrad-

ed at a cost of a little over
Rs 60,000 crore.

The defence ministry is
also looking at signing a
contract with the HAL
next year to procure a total
of 156 light combat heli-
copters (LCH) out of
which 66 will be for the
IAF.

The IAF now operates 10
light combat helicopters.

"We had signed the con-
tract for 83 LCA-Mark 1As.
What we are looking at is
now to supplement that
contract with 97 additional
aircraft.

"So it will bring the total
to about 180 LCA-Mark-
1As. The contract value
will be a little over 1.15
lakh crores," Air Chief
Marshal Chaudhari said.

New Delhi, Oct 03 (PTI):

Setting up wellness
teams, identifying stu-
dents exhibiting warning
signs and those at risk of
self-harm and supporting
them are among the draft
guidelines prepared by the
Union Ministry of
Education for schools to
prevent student suicides.

With "Every Child
Matters" as the underlying
belief in developing the
guidelines, the draft de-
tails directions to schools
for enhancing sensitivity
and understanding and
providing support in case
of reported self-harm.

In addition, the guide-
lines also emphasise nur-

turing partnerships be-
tween schools, parents and
the community, fostering
societal support as a criti-
cal strategy for preventing
suicides and reducing the
stigma associated with
suicidal behaviour.

Discarding damaging
notions, including com-
parisons with peers, the
perception of failure as
permanent and the sole
measurement of success
based on academic per-
formance, have also been
recommended in the draft,
besides locking empty
classrooms, lighting up
dark corridors and clean-
ing gardens and areas
with excess growth of
grass.

CChhhhaattrraappaattii  SSaammbbhhaajjiinnaaggaarr,,
OOcctt  0033  ((PPTTII)):: Shiv Sena MP
Hemant Patil on Tuesday made
the acting dean of the govern-
ment hospital in Nanded,
where 31 patients have died in
48 hours, clean a dirty toilet
and urinals, a video of which
has gone viral.

Amid outrage over the
deaths, including of 12 infants,
from September 30 to October
2, the Hingoli MP visited Dr
Shankarrao Chavan
Government Medical College
and Hospital and took stock of
the situation.

"You don't have simple
mugs (in the toilet) and you
shout at people who don't use
toilets. Do you (doctors and
the dean) behave similarly at
your home?" Patil can be
heard saying. He then asked a

doctor to get another bucket.
"Do you have only one bucket
in this medical college?" Patil
asked.

The video shows Patil hand-
ing a broom to the acting dean,
S R Wakode, and making him
clean a toilet and wall-mount-
ed urinals.

"The government spends
crores but I am pained to see
the situation here. 

The toilets have not been
cleaned for months. The toilets
in the wards of the hospital are
locked. No water is available in
toilets," Patil, who belongs to
Chief Minister Eknath Shinde
faction of Shiv Sena, told a
news channel.

"I went to the office of the
dean where I saw that the
wash basin is broken and the
tap has no water," he said.

Sena MP makes Nanded
hospital Dean clean toilet

‘Will stay along LAC till disengagement’
IAF to procure additional batch of 97 Tejas Mark-1A jets

Chief of Air Staff Air Chief
Marshal VR Chaudhari

addresses a press conference.

MoE GUIDELINES ON SUICIDE PREVENTION 

‘Set up wellness teams, identify
students at risk of self-harm’

Quakes rock Nepal; north India feels the tremors

People gather outside their offices after tremors were
felt due to an earthquake, in New Delhi, Tuesday.

Tremors send people running out of homes, offices 
No loss of life or property has been reported in the national cap-
ital, which was jolted by tremors after four earthquakes hit Nepal
in quick succession on Tuesday, according to police. In Delhi and
neighbouring cities, many people ran out of their homes and
office buildings when strong tremors hit after the second quake.

Police seals news portal NewsClick’s office after raid

Delhi Police brings senior journalists Pranjoy Guha
Thakurata and Urmilesh to the Lodhi Road Special Cell
office, in New Delhi, Tuesday.

‘KCR wanted to join NDA, I rejected,’

Three share Physics Nobel for short
pulses of light to study electrons

‘Cong trying to divide Hindus’
 Can rights be

based on 'abadi' 
 Questions if  Cong

wants to decrease
rights of Muslims
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Bhilai, Oct 03: 

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel gifted a Model
Library to the advocates of
the district on Tuesday.
This Model Library has
been established with an
investment of Rs 33 lakhs
for the District Bar
Association in the District
Court premises. CM per-
formed bhoomipujan of
the new construction work
of the Bar Room No. 04 in
the old building at a cost of
Rs 2.19 crore. On this occa-
sion, Advocate General of
Chhattisgarh High Court,
Satish Chandra Verma
was present as a special
guest.

Addressing the ceremo-
ny, Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel said that
during the swearing in
ceremony of the Bar
Association, the office
bearers had demanded re-
pair of the library and bar
room. The demands relat-
ed to the judicial system in
Chhattisgarh have been
fulfilled. Citing the contri-

bution of lawyers in the
independence movement,
he said that the lawyers
made significant contribu-
tions for the development
of society. Today, lawyers

are considered to be the
most intellectual class in
the society. The Chief
Minister spoke about the
constitutional provision in
which the Advocates get

an opportunity of repre-
sentation if they are ac-
cused in any case. He said
that presently an atmos-
phere of fear is prevailing
and someone has to come
forward against it. The
Chief Minister congratu-
lated the law practitioners
for their contribution in
strengthening the judicial
system. Advocate General
of Chhattisgarh High
Court, Satish Chandra
Verma, in his address,
highlighted the Chief
Minister’s initiative for
fulfilling the needs of the
court system. In the wel-
come address, Bar
Association President
Neeta Jain thanked the
Chief Minister for fulfill-
ing the much awaited de-
mand of the association.
District and Sessions
Judge Rita Yadav and
other judges, officials and
advocates of the District
Bar Association, MLAs
Arun Vora and Devendra
Yadav, RN Verma, Mayor
Dheeraj Bakliwal and oth-
ers were present.

CM inaugurates model
library for Bar Association

Performs bhoomipujan for development works worth Rs 2.52 crore in District Court complex

Bhilai, Oct 03: 

Joint Trade Unions staged
a demonstration at
Equipment Square for
about an hour on Tuesday.
They are demanding to
convene a meeting for
wage revision and bonus
of SAIL employees. When
the ED in-charge (P&A) re-
fused to take the memoran-
dum, hundreds of union
leaders undertook a foot
march towards Ispat
Bhawan to submit the
memorandum directly to
the Director Incharge.
Stunned by this move of
the joint union, the Chief
General Manager
(Personnel) met them mid-
way and requested the
union leaders to hand over
the memorandum. Union
leaders termed the behav-
iour of in-charge ED
(P&A) as a move to create
industrial unrest in Bhilai.
INTUC, CITU, AITUC,
HMS, AICCTU, Loktantrik
Ispat and Engineering

Mazdoor Union, Ispat
Shramik Manch and Steel
Workers Union jointly
staged a demonstration on
Tuesday.

They raised the issues of
39 months arrears, night
shift allowance, house rent
allowance and other pend-
ing issues of wage revision
as well as finalisation of
festive bonus. Thereafter,
the Joint TU leaders in-
formed the officials of the
IR Department that they
would hand over the mem-
orandum to ED (P&A). On
this, the IR Department of-
ficials informed them that
ED (P&A) Pawan Kumar
was on leave and Chief

General Manager Nisha
Soni is looking after the
work as in-charge ED
(P&A). IR officials further
informed the union lead-
ers that she has refused to
accept the memorandum.

Irked with the refusal to
accept the memo, TU lead-
ers suddenly announced
that they would submit the
memorandum directly at
the Director In-charge of-
fice and started marching
towards the Ispat Bhavan.
Stunned with this step,
BSP management swung
into action and initially
the General Manager
(Industrial Relations) JN
Thakur requested the

union leaders not to visit
Ispat Bhavan directly.
When the union leaders
remained adamant on
their decision, Chief
General Manager
(Personnel) Sandeep
Mathur met them near the
Public Relations Office
and convinced the union
leaders to hand over the
memorandum to him.

The joint unions handed
over the memorandum ad-
dressed to the Director
Incharge to Chief General
Manager Sandeep Mathur.
The CGM assured that
they will immediately con-
vey the demands to the top
management.

Joint TUs undertake surprise 
foot march to Ispat Bhavan

CRIME ROUND UP

BBhhiillaaii,,  OOcctt  0033::  

Police arrested two drug ped-
dlers and seized psychotropic
drugs from their possession.
On the instructions of SP
Shalabh Sinha, a special cam-
paign is being conducted
against the drug dealers and
peddlers. Cops are maintaining
vigil on the activities of sus-

pects and criminal record hold-
ers. In this sequel, Vaishali
nagar Police received a tip off
regarding two persons, who
were looking for customers to
sell drugs near Subhash Chowk
BSP School Ground in Road
Number 18. Police team swung
into action and the suspects
were taken into custody. On
searching, 557 capsules of psy-

chotropic drugs (Spas Trancan
Plus capsules and Alprazolam
tablets) worth about Rs 7680/ ,
cash Rs 8600/-, 01 mobile
phone and Activa vehicle were
seized from the possession of
the accused. 

The accused were booked
under Section 8/21 (B) NDPS
Act. The accused were identi-
fied as Vinod Tiwari (36) son of
Markandey Tiwari a resident of
Camp 01 and Surendra Gill (42)
son of Balkar Singh a resident
of Zone 03 Khursipar.

ASI Shamit Mishra, Head
Constable Satyendra
Mandhariya, Constable Arvind
Mishra, Amit Dubey, Rinku
Soni, Nitin Singh, D Prakash,
Rakesh Chaudhary, Suresh
Pandey, Dinesh Kumar,
Bhagwat Kumar, Jitendra
Singh and Hemendra Banchhor
played a vital role in arresting
the accused.

Two peddlers nabbed with psychotropic drugs Car-borne 
ruffians thrash fuel

station worker
BBhhiillaaii,,  OOcctt  0033:: Five car-borne
ruffians thrashed a fuel station
worker on the intervening
night of Monday. The entire
incident was caught on CCTV.
According to information, the
victim is Rohit Singh (22), who
works at Krishna Energy Petrol
Pump in Kumhari. Around
03:00 hrs on October 02, five
ruffians reached there in a car
bearing registration number
CG04-HX-0396 and asked him
to refuel their car. When he
demanded money prior to refu-
elling the car, the ruffians got
irked and started beating him.
Rohit tried to hide in the office
but the ruffians reached there
also and thrashed him badly.
The entire incident was caught
on CCTV. Kumhari Police has
lodged an FIR and investiga-
tions are on.

Theft at locked
house in Kelabadi

Bhilai: Unidentified
thieves trespassed into a
locked house in Kelabadi of
Padmanabhpur Police
Station area and decamped
with jewellery worth Rs 6
lakhs. The incident oc-
curred at the residence of
Sajida Banu, who is posted
as BFO in the Forest
Department. The incident
occurred in the second
week of September but the
FIR was lodged recently.
According to the victim,
she had gone to her mater-
nal home in Rajnandgaon
on September 03. On
September 12, her tenant
informed that the door lock
was broken. She returned
back immediately and
found that the almirah was
broken and jewellery and
cash were stolen. Police are
investigating the case.

Bhilai, Oct 03: 

Police arrested eight ruf-
fians including five juve-
niles on charges of mur-
der. They had stabbed a
youth to death near
Shivnath River on October
01 during the idol immer-
sion. After arresting the
accused, the three adult ac-
cused were paraded in
market areas of Power
House to eliminate their
fear. It needs to be men-
tioned here that youth of
Green Chowk Ganesh
Samiti and Khursipar
Ganesh Utsav Samiti had
reached Shivnath River for
the immersion of Lord
Ganesha idols. Rahul Sahu
of Green Chowk commit-
tee was having tea at a
kiosk near Vrindavan
Hotel. Suddenly some tea
from his cup fell on the feet

of a youth of Khursipar
Samiti. The youth of
Khursipar started abusing
him and stabbed Rahul
with a sharp knife. Rahul
was rushed to District
Hospital where he was de-
clared dead. Police exam-
ined the CCTV footage and
arrested eight accused in-
cluding five juveniles with-
in 24 hours. The arrested
accused are Vivek
Chaudhary, Sameer Khan,
Purushottam Rao and five
juveniles of Khursipar,
Bhilai.

Bhilai, Oct 03: 

Durg City Kotwali
Police seized a DJ Sound
System along with the ve-
hicle on charges of play-
ing loud music around
midnight. CSP Mani
Shankar Chandra in-
formed that they re-
ceived a complaint
around 23.30 hrs on
October 02 that loud
music was being played
by a DJ Sound System in-

stalled on a mini truck at
Pachripara. A team of
City Kotwali Police
Station immediately
reached the spot and
seized the sound system
laden vehicle. Action was
taken against the sound
system owner Satyaveer
Markam (21) son of Late
Chandan Markam a resi-
dent of Kasaridih Durg
under Section 15 of the
Kolahal Niyantran
Adhiniyam.

DJ sound system seized in DurgYouth drowns in
Shitala Pond

Bhilai, Oct 03: A 19-year-
old youth drowned in
Shitala Pond, Supela on
Monday. Inspector
Durgesh Sharma (SHO,
Supela) informed that the
deceased was Prakash
Chauhan (19) a resident of
Indira Nagar, Supela. He
had gone to Shitala Pond
with three friends. After
having snacks, they decid-
ed to enjoy boating in the
pond. In the middle of the
pond, Prakash lost his bal-
ance and fell in the water.
His friends raised alarm
after which a local shop-
keeper jumped into the
water to rescue Prakash
but failed in his attempt.
On information, SDRF
reached the spot and
around 19:00 hrs, they suc-
ceeded to fish out the body.
After preparing an in-
quest, police sent the body
for autopsy.

Eight arrested for murder;
paraded in public

Bhilai, Oct 03: Under the
aegis of Indian Trained
Nursing Organization,
Delhi (Head Office),
Chhattisgarh State’s
Student Nursing
Association organised 30th
State Conference at PG
College of Nursing Sector-
9, Shri Shankaracharya
College of Nursing Hudco
and Kala Mandir (Civic
Centre), Bhilai in which
about 1200 nursing stu-
dents from 15 colleges of
the state along with princi-
pals, vice-principals and
other teaching fraternity
participated and made the
conference successful. The
Chief Guests of the confer-
ence, Durgavati Kunjam
(Nursing Registrar,
Chhattisgarh State) and
Tamradhwaj Sahu (Home
Minister, Chhattisgarh
State) provided strength to
this conference by indi-
rectly attending the pro-
gram due to their busy
schedule and delivered on-
line message to the event
by congratulating the
nursing students for their
noble profession and nurs-
ing related issues. They ap-
preciated them for their
present and future and ex-
tended best wishes to the
organizers in this confer-
ence. The members of
TNAI of Chhattisgarh
State Branch, respectively,
President Dr Prof
Abhilekha Biswal, Vice
President Dr Prof Sreelata
Pillai, Secretary Prof Dr
Sindhu Anil Menon,
Treasurer Dr Prof Daisy
Abraham SNA Advisor
Beena R Thomas,
Chairperson (Nursing
Services) Sushila Singh,
Chairperson

(Nursing Education) Dr
Prof Dr Sreemini Pillai,
Chairman (Public Health
Section) Dr Prof Jaya

Chakraborthy, Chairman
(Membership Committee)
Ritesh Sonwani and
Chairman (Programme

Committee) Sahil Masih
graced the event by attend-
ing the event. Welcome
Speech was delivered by

Secretary Prof Dr
Sindhu Anil Menon.
Thereafter, along with
lighting of the lamp, wel-
come song was

presented by the stu-
dents in the conference,
competitions of various
activities were included
like scientific research
paper, extempore speech,
essay writing, quiz, poster,
on the spot painting, pencil
sketching, Mr and Miss
personality and monoact
competitions etc. in which
the students participated
and stood first, second,
third and consolation cate-
gory awards. State Branch
President of the TNAI

Chhattisgarh Dr Prof
Abhilekha Biswal boosted
the morale of the princi-
pals and students from var-
ious nursing colleges and
gave them best wishes for
the future. After that, in
the next phase of the pro-
gram, prizes were distrib-
uted and the winners were
selected by different judges

in different competitions.
In this conference, the first
prize of the best SNA unit
of the state was given to
PG College of Nursing
Bhilai, second prize was
won by Shankaracharya
Swami Swaroopanand
College of Nursing,
Junwani, Bhilai, third
prize was won by Shri
Shankaracharya College
of Nursing, Hudco and
Consolation prize was won
by Government Nursing
College, Rajnandgaon. PG
College of Nursing
emerged victorious in the
conference and earned its
place in the National
Conference of TNAI to be
held in the month of
November at Hyderabad,
Telangana State. Vote of
thanks to the gathering
was given by Vice
President Dr Prof Sreelata
Pillai. The moderators of
this entire conference
were Prof Dr Jaya
Chakraborthy. Dr Shalvina
Nand, Dr Rema Rajesh,
Elizabeth Masih, Shabnam
Bano, Ambika and
Mahima. The organization
of this entire conference
was delegated by Student
Nursing Association
Advisor of State Branch,
Prof Beena R Thomas.

State Biennial Conference of Student
Nurses’ Association concludes

BBhhiillaaii,,  OOcctt  0033:: On the occasion
of International Day of Older
Persons, taking a unique initia-
tive, Bhilai Steel Plant warmly
celebrated this day dedicated
to Older Persons with the 19
senior citizens living in BSP’s
‘Siyan Sadan- a Retirement
Home ‘. The residents of Siyan
Sadan were welcomed warmly
with a Rose and affectionate
greetings, during the morning
and were wished Happy Senior
Citizens Day. The members of
Plant’s Corporate Social
Responsibility Department
(CSR) Ashutosh Soni, Sita
Sinha and V Vijay Lakshmi also
took blessings from the resi-
dents on this occasion. A col-
lective Breakfast was also
organized by the CSR
Department for the Siyan
Sadan residents. All the resi-

dents expressed their happi-
ness and gratitude towards the
CSR department and Plant
Collective for this cordial and
affectionate gesture. A
Cultural Evening & Felicitation
Programme was also organized
at Mahatma Gandhi Kala
Mandir, Indira Place, Civic
Centre, on October 01, 2023.
Senior Citizens, along with the
residents of Siyan Sadan were

felicitated on this occasion by
the Plant Management, fol-
lowed by Musical
Performances. It is noteworthy
that, under the guidance of Dr
Ravindranath M., CMO I/c
(M&HS), an expert Medical
Team from BSP’s Jawahar Lal
Nehru Hospital & Research
Centre, also conducted
Medical Examination and treat-
ment camp for all the senior
citizens at Siyan Sadan, on
September 30, 2023. There are
currently 19 Senior Citizens liv-
ing in the Siyan Sadan
Retirement home, maintained
by SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant. The
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant collec-
tive has extended their best
compliments to all the senior
citizens of the steel city and
wished them a healthy and
happy life.

Warm regards extended to senior citizens
on International Day of Older Persons

Bhilai, Oct 03: 

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel launched the
Swami Atmanand
Coaching Scheme of the
School Education
Department on Tuesday.
Under this scheme, free
online coaching will be
provided for entrance ex-
aminations of engineering
and medical.

District Education
Officer of Durg informed
that online coaching has
been started in four
schools in the district, in-
cluding Swami Atmanand
English Medium School in
Patan; JRD School and
Girls Middle School in
Durg and Girls College in
Dhamdha. The students
will receive coaching for

JEE and NEET prepara-
tions in these schools. The
Chief Minister virtually
interacted with the chil-
dren of Patan School. The
children expressed their
happiness for the scheme.
They expressed gratitude
towards the Chief
Minister and the School

Education Minister.
It needs to be mentioned

here that under this
scheme, coaching will be
given to class 12th stu-
dents in government
schools through 150 coach-
ing centres established in
146 development block
headquarters of the state.

Online NEET and JEE coaching launched
in four schools of Durg district

 After an officer
refused to receive
the memorandum

Bhilai, Oct 03: 

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel inspected the
newly constructed
Organic C-Mart at
Ganjpara in Durg. This C-
Mart has been built at a
cost of Rs 67 lakh.
Arrangements have been
made for the sale of organ-
ic products produced by
farmers in this organic C-
mart. It needs to be men-
tioned here that there are
a total of 155 organic
farms in the district, out of
which greens, vegetables
and fruits are being pro-
duced in 60 organic farms.
1200 farmers registered in
the district are practicing
organic farming. After the
launch of C-Mart, they are
getting fair prices for their

produce. Till now, organic
products worth Rs 1 crore
78 lakh have been sold
through C-Mart. MLAs
Arun Vora and Devendra
Yadav, Mayor Dheeraj
Bakliwal, Collector
Pushpendra Kumar
Meena, Superintendent of
Police Shalabh Sinha,
District Panchayat CEO
Ashwani Dewangan and
other officials were pres-
ent.

Chief Minister inspects
Organic C-Mart
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Raipur, Oct 03: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
has written a letter to the
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi regarding the diffi-
culties faced by the public
because of problems like
irregular running of
trains, their cancellation
at any time, and charging
of fares for express trains
even from the passengers
of passenger trains. The
Chief Minister has writ-
ten in the letter that the
Railway Administration
has been taking action to
cancel many long-dis-
tance trains and local pas-
senger trains passing
through the state of
Chhattisgarh for a long
time without any prior

notice or valid reason.
Due to excessive delays in
the remaining trains,
lakhs of train passengers
in the state are angry and
dissatisfied. Despite sev-
eral requests to the
Railway Administration
and the Central
Government, the situa-
tion is not improving. The
public is extremely agitat-
ed due to the indifference
of the Central

Government on this mat-
ter of widespread public
interest.

He wrote that the main
reason for the disorgan-
ized operation of passen-
ger trains is the increase
in the number of goods
trains carrying minerals
from the state to other
states and the priority
given to them in opera-
tion compared to passen-
ger trains. Another rea-

son for the dissatisfaction
of the passengers is that
the railways are imposing
express train fares on pas-
sengers traveling on pas-
senger trains as well.
There is no such disorder
or anarchy in the opera-
tion of passenger trains
in any other state of the
country. Due to the lack of
a solution to such a seri-
ous issue in the state, peo-
ple are expressing anger
and dissatisfaction.

Baghel has requested
the Prime Minister to
show sensitivity towards
the suffering of the peo-
ple of the state, provide
necessary instructions to
the Railway Ministry to
restart the operation of
all passenger trains with-
out any further delay, and
to prevent prolonged
delay of trains.

CM expresses concern over irregular
train services and passenger fare

CM Baghel writes
letter to PM

Bastar, Oct 03: In protest
against privatization of
NMDC Steel Plant, located
in Nagarnar, the members
of Sarv Adivasi Samaj
(SAS)  called for one-day
Bastar Bandh. The effect
of this Bandh supported
by Congress was very
much visible in many
urban areas of Bastar di-
vision including
Bhanupratapur- Sukma
and other districts and
here all the business es-
tablishments remained
closed.

It is notable here that
PM Narendra Modi was
on tour to Jagdalpur and

during this he would dedi-
cate the NMDC’s Steel
Plant at Nagarnar to the
nation at the cost of Rs
23800 cr. During this the
members of SAS called

for one-day Bastar Bandh
and it was very much visi-
ble in the entire region.

The business establish-
ments in Bhanupratapur
and other urban areas

nearby remained com-
pletely closed since morn-
ing. But the movement of
vehicles continued. BJP
termed this call for bandh
as an attempt to affect
Modi’s public meeting.

BCC Block President
Virendra Singh Thakur
said that Congress party
has nothing to do with PM
Narendra Modi’s arrival
and it is just a coincidence
that the PM Modi is arriv-
ing in Bastar on Tuesday
and we are just protesting
against the privatization
of NMDC Steel Plant in
Nagarnar.

Many business establishments
remained closed in Bastar division

Business and
works in urban
areas badly 
affected

In protest against
privatization of
NMDC Nagarnar
Plant called by SAS
and supported by
Congress

RRaaiippuurr::  CM Bhupesh Baghel in
his Tweeter message has
sought help to ‘save Nagarnar’
and in this context he had
questioned PM as to what is
the mistake of people of
Bastar region? Marking skir-
mish remark on the same, he
also mentioned that ‘is it just
for the fact that they chose

Congress government in all 12
Vidhan Sabhas and from
Bastar Lok Sabha seat as well!
If at all you (BJP) will lose the
election, then their (Bastar
people) Nagarnar plant would
be handed over to private
hands. Then CM questioned
that ‘If the state government
wants to purchase it, then why

you (Centre) is not handing it
over to them’?

CM has also mentioned that
they will never allow the
dreams of people of Bastar to
be shattered and would regis-
ter stiff protest against hand-
ing over of NMDC Steel Plant
in Nagarnar into private
hands.

CM in his Tweet questions PM

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 03: Amidst
reported unrest among
few section of society
over the ticket distribu-
tion, the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) has
put on hold the declara-
tion of the second list of
the candidates for the
upcoming Legislative
Assembly polls.
Meanwhile, the
C o m m u n i t y
Organizations like
Sindhi and Gujarati of-
fice-bearers have writ-
ten separate letters to
the BJP in-charge OP
Mathur to give two seats
each to them for the 90-
member Chhattisgarh
Legislative Assembly.

It is notable that a
viral list of the candi-
dates for the remaining
seats had gone to vari-
ous social media plat-
forms as well as section
of media platforms. The
aspirants, whose names
were found in the list,
are reportedly agitated
and few of them have

even expressed their ire
to the senior leaders of
the party with their
emotions. To check the
further unrest among
party rank and file, the
central leadership has
reportedly put on hold
the declaration of the
second list of the candi-
dates. In the meanwhile,
the Organizational lead-
ers have also started ex-
ercise to ease the brew-
ing unrest among key
leaders.

Main reason stated
behind the unrest
among party workers is
that several faces who
had lost the 2018
Legislative Assembly
polls have been again
considered for the party
ticket ignoring the can-
didatures of the new
faces.

While the central
leadership was consid-
ering declaring the list
on Tuesday, the changed
scenario has forced
them to hold the list and
would be declaring can-
didates after a week.

Amidst unrest, BJP has put on hold
declaration of candidates

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  0033:: Amanaka police
of Raipur have arrested 2
accused with 60 grams of hero-
in. The accused had brought
the drug consignment from
Punjab to Raipur. They were
looking for a customer to dis-
pose of it in a deserted area
near the pond located in
Hirapur. Then the police caught
him.

Acting on tip off about two
youths selling heroin in
Tatibandh area the police laid a
trap and caught with heroin.
During interrogation and
search drug paraphernalia was
recovered from the pocket of
one of the youths.

Police have arrested Punjab
resident Kulwinder Singh (39
years) and Raipur resident
Nishanji Singh (35 years) and
seized 60 grams of heroin in 2

packets, about 500 tablets of
Alfazolam and Lomotil, and 3
mobile phones from them.
Value of recovered items has
been estimated at Rs 6 lakh 30
thousand.

According to the informa-
tion, their main customers are
truck drivers and helpers. Truck
drivers and helpers mostly stop
to rest in dhabas and depots on
the outskirts of the city and
that both the arrested youths
remained active in such areas.

On September 26,
Kabirnagar police arrested 24-
year-old Nishant Singh Sandhu,
a resident of Sondongri area.
Names of some more persons
involved in illicit drug trade
also came to light in the police
investigation. Police had recov-
ered 15 grams of heroin worth
Rs 1.5 lakh from Nishant.

Two arrested with 
60 grams of heroin 

Raipur, Oct 03: Under
19 team of Chhattisgarh
Girls under the leader-
ship of Anshi Agrawal
will be participating in
the One Day Cricket
Tournament to be held
at Indore from October 8.

According to the infor-
mation received, team
would leave for Indore
on October 5. Apart from

Chhattisgarh, the teams
from West Bengal,
Haryana, Utterakhand,
Tripura and Nagaland
would be participating
in the above tourna-
ment. Team members
are presently getting
training at RDCA
ground. Apart from
Anshi Agrawal, the
other members of the
team are Archita Mistry,
Bhawika Sahu, Chitgra
Patel, Manshree
Mourya, Manas Sao,
Manshi Singh Thakur
(Wk), Manshi
Upadhayaya, Radhika
Netam, Riya Singh,
Sakshi Shukla, Sejal
Verma, Shanti Baghel,
Shilmai Khandlana,
Tanya Beria and Yogita
Lahre.

Anshi to lead U-19 Cricket team

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Oct 03: Ranji star
Amandeep Khare on
Tuesday scored half cen-
tury to ensure victory
against the heavy-weight
Madhya Pradesh by 9
wickets in the
Chhattisgarh T-20 Cup
tournament being organ-
ised under the aegis of
Chhattisgarh State
Cricket Sangh (CSCS)
here.

Batting first, the MP
team scored just 124 runs
against the Chhattisgarh
Blue team. Himanshu
Mistry was the highest
scorer for MP with 25 runs

whereas Parth Sahni (21
runs) and Subham
Sharma (20 runs) also
made valuable contribu-
tions. Prashant Sai
Paikra, Sourabh
Majumdar claimed two
wickets each for
Chhattisgarh Blue.

In reply, the host scored
the required runs in just
14 overs losing one wicket
only. While Amandeep
Khare scored 59 runs from
just 31 balls with the help
of 6 fours and 3 sixes, the
opener Sanidhya Hurkat
(39 not out) and Harpreet
Singh Bhatia (23 not out)
ensured victory for the
team.

CG Blue defeat MP by 
9 wickets in CG Cup T-20



CENTRAL CHRONICLE, RAIPUR, WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 04, 2023

Balconagar, Oct 3:
Bharat Aluminium
Company Limited
(BALCO), India’s iconic
aluminium producerand
a subsidiary of Vedanta
Aluminium, successfully
concluded a two-month
long celebration of mater-
nal and child health ini-
tiatives as part of its flag-
ship project, Project
Arogya. The celebration
included a range of com-
munity awareness efforts
as part of Poshan Maah
and Breastfeeding Week
within the company’s
nearby communities.

Conducted in collabora-
tion with the District
Health Department and
several community part-
ners, the celebration pro-
moted healthy nutritional
practices focused on
breastfeeding, nutrition,
and overall personal well-
being. Together, they posi-

tively impacted over 1000
women from 32
Anganwadi centers in the
community.

Highlighting the im-
pact of BALCO’s health
interventions under
Project Arogya, Rajesh
Kumar, CEO, and Director
of BALCO, said,
“BALCO’s community de-
velopment efforts envi-
sion a brighter, healthier
future for all, one where
every child can thrive,
and every mother re-
ceives the care she de-
serves. As we recommit to
a focus on Maternal and
Child Health during
Breastfeeding Week and
Poshan Maah, BALCO
reaffirms its commitment
to nurturing healthier,
happier communities
through consistent and
transformative efforts.”

Expressing her appreci-
ation towards BALCO’s
initiatives, Shrimati Jaya
Rathiya, Sarpanch of
Bela village in Korba,
said, “The awareness ses-
sions organized by
BALCO on anemia and
cancer were truly enlight-
ening. In addition, the

breastfeeding support ses-
sions have been instru-
mental in normalization
conversations around
women’s health. These in-
terventions are set to
make a profoundly posi-
tive impact on maternal
and child health in our
community.”

Aligned with Poshan
Maah, an initiative
launched by the
Government of India,
BALCO, through its
Project Arogya health ini-
tiative, observed a dedi-
cated Nutrition Month in

September with the aim
of addressing community
healthcare, raising aware-
ness about the impor-
tance of nutrition, and
promoting healthy nutri-
tional practices, especial-
ly among pregnant and
lactating women, as well
as mothers of malnour-
ished children.

The month encom-
passed a range of
activities such as

Awareness Sessions on
Anemia:The month-long
celebration featured a se-
ries of activities, includ-

ing awareness camps and
sessions led by nutrition
experts and gynecolo-
gists, covering topics re-
lated to nutrition and ane-
mia.

PD Hearth Sessions
and THR Training
Programs: These sessions
include Positive
Deviance/Hearth (PDH)
sessions, an effective be-
havior change program
for rehabilitating and sus-
taining malnourished
children without medical
complications. It also in-
cluded training on Take-

Home Rations (THR),
which is a supplementary
food product provided by
the Women and Child
D e v e l o p m e n t
Department) for improv-
ing the nutrition levels of
mothers and children.
Recipe Competitions:
Interactive discussions,
Q&A sessions, and a
‘Vyanjan Pratiyogita’, a
special recipe-making
competition utilising
THR
Godh Bharayi: BALCO
celebrated traditional
Indian Baby showers of
30 pregnant women from
the community, providing
them with expert advice
to enhance their nutrition
intake.

Distribution of Poshan
Badi Kits: BALCO also en-
couraged the develop-
ment of Nutrition gar-
dens with the distribution
of Poshan Badi kits con-
taining fruit and veg-
etable seeds and fruit
saplings to malnourished
households, in collabora-
tion with Krishi Vigyan
Kendra (KVK).
Nutrition for Men: The
month also featured spe-

cial awareness talks that
emphasized the nutrition-
al needs of men, high-
lighting and creating
awareness on men’s
health.

BALCO also observed
‘Breastfeeding Week’
under Project Arogya
with the theme ‘Let’s
make breastfeeding and
work, work’ in the month
of August.
The campaign, under-

scoring the significance
of breastfeeding, espe-
cially for women en-
gaged in agricultural
and household activi-
ties, included several

initiatives such as
Awareness Sessions on

Cancer Prevention:
Expert health profession-
als, including Cancer
S p e c i a l i s t s ,
Gynecologists, and
Doctors from BALCO
Medical Centre, BALCO
Hospital, and
Government Hospital,
conducted informative
health talks with women
and lactating mothers in
the communities, cover-
ing breast cancer aware-
ness, early detection, risk

factors, self-examination
techniques, and proactive
breast health practices.

Health Check-up
Camps: These were or-
ganised in partnership
with the District Health
Department, offering free
diagnostic tests for dia-
betes, blood pressure, and
hemoglobin, emphasizing
on the importance of reg-
ular medical check-ups.

Project Arogya, a com-
prehensive health initia-
tive by BALCO, provides
quality primary health-
care services, with a focus
on maternal and child
health. The project has
successfully reached over
30,000 individuals
through curative and pre-
ventive healthcare servic-
es. Over 3000 mothers and
430 malnourished chil-
dren have benefitted in
FY23. The project has
trained over 600 mothers
on recipes from Take
Home Ration (THR) and
developed 150 Nutrition
gardens at Anganwadi
centers, households of
pregnant & lactating
mothers and malnour-
ished children.

BALCO culminates two-month celebration of initiatives boosting Mother and Child Care
The celebration
included a range of
activities under
Poshan Maah and
Breastfeeding Week
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RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  0033::  Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel virtually inau-
gurated the innovative ‘Swami
Atmanand Coaching Scheme’
of the School Education
Department today from his res-
idence office. Under the
scheme, students of class 12th
in government schools will be
provided free coaching facility
for the preparation of competi-
tive examinations of engineer-
ing and medical. 150 Coaching
centers are being opened
under the scheme in all the 146
development block headquar-
ters of the state as well as in
Raipur, Durg, Bilaspur and
Korba. In the presence of Chief

Minister Mr. Baghel and School
Education Minister Ravindra
Choubey, a MoU was signed
between Samagra Shiksha
Division of School Education
Department, Chhattisgarh Text
Book Corporation and Allen
Career Coaching Institute
Private Limited for the imple-
mentation of Swami Atmanand
Coaching Scheme.

On this occasion, Chief
Minister released a brochure
on Swami Atmanand Coaching
Scheme, prepared by School
Education Department. He
interacted online with the stu-
dents present in the coaching
centers of various develop-
ment blocks of the state and
took information regarding the
scheme. Students thanked
Chief Minister and School
Education Minister for the
scheme and said that it would
help them build a better future
for themselves.

At the inaugural program of
Swami Atmanand Coaching
Scheme, Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel made another
important announcement in
the interest of school students,
saying that in the near future,
we will make full-fledged
arrangements to provide online
coaching facilities for PSC and

other competitive examina-
tions in all the development
blocks.

CM Baghel said that Swami
Atmanand Coaching Scheme
will prove to be an important
factor in shaping a brighter
future for children. Our govern-
ment has been making consis-
tent consolidated efforts to
create a positive environment
for education in the state.
Provision of Rs 1100 crore was
made for the infrastructure
development of schools. With
this amount, necessary
resources including mainte-
nance of school buildings and
rooms and additional rooms
were arranged. Recruitment of
30 thousand teachers has
started in schools. Measures
taken in the field of agriculture
have led to a significant
increase in the number of
farmers and expansion in the
area and production of agricul-
tural sector. Similarly, the
health sector has also under-
gone an evident transforma-
tion. CM Baghel said that 753
Swami Atmanand Excellent
English and Hindi medium
schools are being run in the
state to provide quality educa-
tion to children, especially
those in rural and remote

areas. The scheme has grown
so popular nowadays that we
have more than 10 applications
per seat in these schools.
Swami Atmanand Coaching
Scheme launched today will
prove to be a revolutionary
decision and an important step
in the field of education.

Chief Minister said that
going a step ahead in the
implementation of this
scheme, we have appointed
teachers and made proper
arrangements for coaching.
Separate nodal teachers have
been identified for Physics,
Chemistry, Biology and
Mathematics subjects in every
coaching centre. There will be
regular observation of the
teaching work in coaching cen-
ters and parents feedback will
also be taken. There will be
two-way communication in
online classes, that is, students
will be able to ask questions to
subject teachers. During this
period, students will be contin-
uously assessed.

School Education Minister
Ravindra Choubey, while pre-
siding over the program, said
that School Education
Department has taken immedi-
ate action and implemented
the announcement made by

the Chief Minister on August
15. Chief Minister has taken
meaningful steps for educa-
tional development in the
state. He said that earlier chil-
dren studying in rural areas
could not imagine having
access to Kota like coaching
institutions. But with the com-
mencement of this scheme,
children even in the remotest
area of the state can dare to
dream big and have a brighter
future.

Regarding the Swami
Atmanand Coaching Scheme,
Principal Secretary School
Education Dr. Alok Shukla said
that 150 coaching centers in
146 development blocks and
four cities of the state have
been equipped with internet
connections and computers. In
these coaching centers, Hindi
and English medium students
of class 12th will be provided
free coaching in Mathematics
and Biology. So far 9 thousand
13 children have been regis-
tered under this scheme. Of
these, 6 thousand 553 have
registered for NEET and 2 thou-
sand 460 have registered for
JEE coaching.

On this occasion, Chairman
of State Mineral Development
Corporation Girish Dewangan,
Director State Educational
Research and Training Council
Mr. Rajesh Singh Rana,
Director Public Education Sunil
Kumar Jain, Managing Director
Holistic Education Iffat Ara,
Managing Director
Chhattisgarh Text Book
Corporation Inderjit
Chandrawal. Mitakshara
Kumari, Advisor of State
Planning Commission, repre-
sentative of Allon Coaching
Institute and departmental
officers were present.

Free NEET and JEE coaching for the
children of Ch’garh: CM

Baghel launches
Swami Atmanand
Coaching Scheme

Free NEET and JEE
coaching

Free Swami
Atmanand
Coaching Centers
opened in four
cities and all the 146
development
blocks of Ch’garh

MoU signed
between Samagra
Shiksha, CTBC and
Allon Career
Coaching Institute
Pvt. Ltd

Hindi and English
medium students to
get free coaching in
these centers

Raipur, Oct 03: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
today met Bijapur MLA
Vikram Mandavi and
Chhattisgarh Shakambhari
Board Chairman
Ramkumar Patel, admitted
for treatment in a private
hospital in Raipur, to in-
quire about their well-being
and wish for their speedy
recovery.

It is noteworthy that
MLA Mandavi was injured
in a road accident yester-

day, because of which he
sustained an injury to his
shoulder. Mandavi has been

admitted to a private hospi-
tal in Raipur for treatment
after the road accident.

CM Baghel inquired about the 
well-being of Bijapur MLA 

Raipur, Oct 02: On the oc-
casion of the birth an-
niversary of Father of the
Nation Mahatma Gandhi,
Chief Justice Ramesh
Sinha unveiled the statue
of Mahatma Gandhi in
Chhattisgarh High Court
building and paid tribute
to him. The program start-
ed with the national an-
them. On this occasion, the
program was completed in
the dignified presence of
all the judges of the High
Court, Advocate General,
President of the Bar
Association, Deputy
Solicitor General of India,
senior advocates, officers
and employees.

Addressing the function
on the occasion of the
154th birth anniversary of

Mahatma Gandhi, Chief
Justice  Ramesh Sinha said
that Mahatma Gandhi,
fondly known as Bapu, is
not just a name but an in-
stitution of unparalleled
reputation, who was be-
yond the limits of caste, re-
ligion and nation.
Describing the High Court
as the highest institution of
the judicial system, he de-
scribed it as the center of
justice. Today has been de-
clared as World Non-
Violence Day by the United
Nations General Assembly
to honor the ideals of
Mahatma Gandhi. Chief
Justice  Ramesh Sinha ex-
pressed the need to intro-
spect today and take inspi-

ration from Bapu’s ideals
and work to make the coun-
try clean, dignified and
peaceful. On this occasion,
he also remembered for-
mer Prime Minister Lal
Bahadur Shastri on the oc-
casion of his birth anniver-
sary and expressed that he
is appreciated across the
country for his simplicity
and decisiveness.

The program was organ-
ised by Advocate General
Satish Chandra Verma,
Chhattisgarh. The function
was also addressed were
Abdul Wahab Khan,
President of the High
Court Bar Association and
Ramakant Mishra, Deputy
Solicitor General of India.

Chief Justice unveils  statue of
Mahatma Gandhi, paid tribute to him

Former Prime
Minister Lal Bahadur
Shastri also remem-
bered on the occa-
sion of his birth
anniversary

BBiillaassppuurr,,  OOcctt  0033::  Programs with
national Unity Rally and presen-
tation of bhajans were organized ,
on October 02, 2023 at Guru
Ghasidas Vishwavidyalaya (a
Central University) on the occa-
sion of the birth anniversaries  of
Father of the Nation, Mahatma
Gandhi and nation builder, for-
mer Prime Minister Late Shri Lal
Bahadur Shastri ji. The Chief
Guest of the program was Prof.
G.C.R. Jaiswal, Dean, Commerce
and Management, BHU, Varanasi
(Uttar Pradesh)  and the program
was presided over by Honorable
Vice-Chancellor of the University,
Professor Alok Kumar Chakrawal.

The program was organized
after the Unity Rally in the con-
ference hall of the administrative
building. The Chief Guest, Prof.
G.C.R. Jaiswal said that Gandhiji
was a worshiper of truth and non-
violence who had said that truth

was his God and the way to God is
through non-violence. Ego is a
hindrance in attaining truth.
Prof. Jaiswal said that 2nd
October is celebrated as
International Day of Non-Violence
all over the world. We should def-
initely follow the path of truth
and non-violence. In the presi-
dential address, Honorable Vice-
Chancellor Professor Alok Kumar
Chakrawal said that to become
the best citizens of a great
nation, we must imbibe the
thoughts of Gandhiji and Shastriji
in mind, and in words and deeds.
Professor Chakrawal exhorted
the students by saying,
“Understanding the pain and suf-
fering of others and working for
their relief is humanity in the true
sense. We, too, must serve the

society and nation by imbibing
human values and developing
good character”.

Vice Chancellor Prof.
Chakrawal, “Mahatma Gandhi ji
and Shastri ji are the fathers of
the modern era, who dedicated
everything to the nation and sac-
rificed a lot like the great sage
Dadhichi. Our life becomes
meaningful by following any one
of the various dimensions of
national character mentioned by
Gandhiji and Shastriji”.

Earlier, at 9 am in the morning,
after paying floral tributes before
the oil painting of Gandhiji and
the statue of Lal Bahadur Shastri
in the premises of the
Department of Management
Studies, the university family,
under the leadership of the

Honorable Vice-Chancellor,
marched from the Department of
Management Studies to the
administrative building on the
International Day of Non-Violence
in the shape of the National Unity
Rally and participated in the cele-
bration in an atmosphere of ela-
tion, enthusiasm and joy. The
guests visited the exhibition of
products and handicrafts made
under the Swavalambi
Chhattisgarh Scheme of the uni-
versity. After this, in the program
organized in the auditorium of
the administrative building, the
guests lit the lamp and offered
flowers before the oil paintings of
Maa Saraswati, Saint Guru
Ghasidas ji, Mahatma Gandhi and
Shastri ji. The guests were wel-
comed with saplings. The
Coordinator of the program, Prof.
Shailendra Kumar delivered the
welcome address. After that,
Tarang Band gave a captivating
presentation of Mahatma
Gandhi’s favorite bhajans.

On this occasion, the guests
were honored by presenting

mementos. The program was
conducted by Dr. Shweta
Subramaniam. In the end, the
vote of thanks was delivered by
the Registrar of the University,
Prof. Manish Shrivastava did it.
The program ended with the
national anthem. Deans, heads of
departments, teachers, officers,
employees and students were
present on this occasion.

“One date, one hour, all
together” –‘Swachhta Hi Seva’
Program Organized in Guru
Ghasidas Vishwavidyalaya
National Service Scheme Cell
organized a program on cleanli-
ness and hygiene awareness at
the weekly vegetable market of
Koni area at 10 am on October 1,
2023. In the program, a street
play was presented by the volun-
teers of National Service Scheme
Cell to create awareness about
cleanliness in which people were
made aware about water pollu-
tion, air pollution, water conser-
vation, saving electricity, and
about the need for throwing wet
waste and dry waste separately.

Imbibe the thoughts of Gandhiji and Shastriji in mind, action and words: V-C
Program organized
on Int’ nl Day of
Non-Violence in CURaipur, Oct 03: In an

earnest effort to contribute
to the Swachhata hi Sewa
initiative, Indian Institute
of Management, Raipur
organized a commendable
cleanliness drive under the
banner of Swacchata
Pakhwada.

“Ek Tareekh-Ek
Ghanta” was observed on
October 1, 2023. The event
kicked off at 10 am and
saw an overwhelming par-
ticipation of both students
and staff members.

The primary objective of
this initiative was to foster
a sense of responsibility
towards the environment
and to instill the impor-
tance of cleanliness
among the students. More
than 70 students, along
with faculty and staff
members, participated
wholeheartedly in the pro-

gram, demonstrating their
commitment to a cleaner
and greener future.

The participants worked
tirelessly for an hour,
cleaning streets, collecting
litter, and disposing it off
properly. Speaking on the
occasion, Professor Ram
Kumar Kakani, Director,
IIM Raipur, expressed his
pride in the students and

staff for their enthusiastic
participation in the clean-
liness drive. The event con-
cluded on a positive note
with all participants feel-
ing a sense of accomplish-
ment. IIM Raipur’s com-
mitment to such initiatives
reaffirms its dedication to
producing responsible and
socially conscious leaders
of tomorrow.

IIM Raipur takes the lead in Swachhata
hi Sewa: Ek Tareekh-Ek Ghanta
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CELEBRATION TIME

Second batch of Agniveer soldiers celebrate after the passing out parade at Gaur
Drill Ground, Danapur in Patna, Tuesday. 

ALL WOMEN EXPEDITION

CRPF women bikers leave for the motorcycling expedition ‘Yashasvini’ from the Lal Chowk in Srinagar,
Tuesday.

Nizamabad (Telangana),
Oct 03 (PTI): The Indian
Railways is moving for-
ward with the aim of 100
per cent electrification of
all rail lines in the next
few months, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
said here on Tuesday.

He was speaking after
inaugurating and laying
the foundation stone of
multiple development
projects worth more than
Rs 8,000 crore at
Nizamabad in Telangana.

“Indian Railways is
moving forward with the
aim of 100 per cent electri-
fication of all rail lines in
the next few months,”
Modi said.

Among others, Modi in-
augurated the first 800
MW unit of phase 1 of the
Telangana Super Thermal
Power Project of the
NTPC.

“Today in Peddapalli
district, NTPC’s super
thermal power plant’s first
unit was dedicated to the
nation. Very soon its sec-
ond unit will also be opera-

tional. After the first and
second phases are com-
pleted, the plant’s installed
capacity becomes 4.000
MW,” Modi said.

“I am happy to note that
this plant is the most mod-
ern plant of NTPC in the
whole country,” Modi fur-
ther said. Telangana will
be immensely benefitted
with the power produced

in this plant, Modi added.
The power plant will

provide low-cost power to
the state and will boost its
economic development.

The PM also dedicated
to the nation, rail projects
including the new line
connecting Manoharabad
and Siddipet and the elec-
trification project between
D h a r m a b a d -

Manoharabad and
Mahabubnagar-Kurnool.

Today in India, the
world’s largest health in-
surance scheme,
Ayushman Bharat is being
implemented, the Prime
Minister said.

Modi laid the founda-
tion stone of 20 critical
care blocks (CCBs) under
the Pradhan Mantri -
Ayushman Bharat Health
Infrastructure Mission.

These CCBs will be built
in the districts of
Adilabad, Bhadradri
K o t h a g u d e m ,
Jayashankar Bhupalpally,
Jogulamba Gadwal,
Hyderabad, Khammam,
Kumuram Bheem
Asifabad, Mancherial,
M a h a b u b n a g a r
(Badepally), Mulugu,
Nagarkurnool, Nalgonda,
Narayanpet, Nirmal,
Rajanna Sircilla,
R a n g a R e d d y
( M a h e s h w a r a m ) ,
Suryapet, Peddapalli,
Vikarabad and Warangal
(Narsampet), an official re-
lease had said.

‘Rlys moving towards 100 %
electrification of rail lines’

PM Modi waves at supporters as he arrives for an
event organised for laying of foundation stone of
various developmental projects, in Nizamabad,
Telangana, Tuesday.

Mumbai, Oct 03: 

Popular television actor
Karanvir Bohra, is widely
known for his compelling
portrayal as Viraj
Dobriyal. He is currently
seen in the new season of
of ‘Saubhagyavati Bhava-
Niyam aur Shartien
Laagu’. Viraj Dobriyal re-
cently expressed his heart-
felt gratitude and love for
his mother through a
touching and heartwarm-
ing gesture.

Bohra took to social
media to share a personal
moment with his fans, re-
vealing the beautiful bond
he shares with his mother.
He wrote, "My mommie
makes homemade Prasad
every Thursday and gives
it down at the mandir. This
time she made Prasad for
the entire unit of
Saubhagyavati bhava-
Niyam aur Shartien
Laagu’ and specifically
asked me to serve every-
one with my own hands. I
would anyway have done
it, but I love it how moms
still treat us like babies
and give us instructions. I

never want this relation to
change."

This heartfelt message
showcases Bohra's appre-
ciation for the love and
care he receives from his
mother and emphasizes
the importance of cherish-

ing the enduring bond be-
tween a mother and her
child. Bohra's willingness
to serve Prasad to the unit,
following his mother's re-
quest, reflects the deep-
rooted values and tradi-
tions he holds dear.

Karanvir Bohra honours his mother’s
wishes with a sweet gesture

Hyderabad, Oct 03: 

NMDC, India's largest
iron ore producer, paid re-
spect to the Father of our
Nation, Mahatma Gandhi,
on his 154th Jayanti today
at its Head Office and all
the Projects across the
country.

The Gandhi Jayanti cel-
ebrations at Head Office
began with the lighting of
the lamp and garlanding of
Mahatma Gandhi's photo
by B. Sahoo, ED
( P r o d u c t i o n
Coordination& Safety), M.
Jayapal Reddy, ED (RP
&RED), A.S. Pardha
Saradhi,

ED /Company Secretary
and Satyender Rai, ED
(P&A and DT) in the pres-
ence of senior officials

and employees. The
National Miner ran a mas-
sive Swachhata Hi Sewa
campaign in the honor of
Mahatma Gandhi from
15th of September to the
2nd of October 2023.
During this two-week pro-
gram, various interactive
workshops, competitions,
and cleanliness drives
were organized to encour-
age environmentally con-
scious behavior.

A prize distribution
event was also held today
to felicitate Safai Mitra
and to award the winners
of the Swachhata Hi Sewa
competitions.

On this occasion, B
Sahoo, ED (PC & S) said,
‘this Gandhi Jayanti, let us
reflect on Mahatma
Gandhi's timeless wisdom

and work towards develop-
ing a more compassionate
and inclusive society, and
work towards a cleaner,
greener, and more peace-
ful world.’

While addressing the
gathering, Satyender Rai,
ED (P&A& DT) said ‘this
day holds great signifi-
cance in India and around
the world, as it serves as a
reminder of Gandhi’s
principles. On this Gandhi
Jayanti, may we all be in-
spired by the fundamen-
tals of Satya (truth), ahim-
sa (nonviolence), and
swaraj (self-rule) that
Mahatma Gandhi stood
for.' The event concluded
with a Cleanliness Drive at
the Head office with the
participation of senior of-
ficials and employees.

NMDC paid floral tribute to Mahatma Gandhi 
On his 154th Jayanti

New Delhi, Oct 03 (PTI):
Former Andhra Pradesh
Chief Minister and Telugu
Desam Party (TDP) chief
N Chandrababu Naidu
Tuesday failed to secure
any relief from the
Supreme Court which
posted for October 9 his
plea challenging the high
court order refusing to
quash an FIR against him
in the Skill Development
Corporation scam case.

A bench of Justices
Aniruddha Bose and Bela
M Trivedi asked senior ad-
vocate Mukul Rohatgi, ap-
pearing for the Andhra
Pradesh government, to
place on record all materi-
al which were produced
before the high court in
connection with the case.

Rohatgi argued that

Naidu's petition for quash-
ing the FIR be rejected as
the question about the ap-
plicability of section 17A
of the Prevention of
Corruption Act does not
arise as the provision
came into force in July
2018, while the CBI began
probing the case in 2017.

Section 17A was intro-
duced by an amendment
with effect from July 26,
2018 and the provision
stipulates a mandatory re-
quirement for a police offi-
cer to seek prior approval
from the competent au-
thority for conducting any
enquiry or inquiry or in-
vestigation into any of-
fence alleged to have been
committed by a public ser-
vant under the Prevention
of Corruption Act (PC

Act). Senior advocates
Harish Salve, Abhishek
Singhvi and Siddharth
Luthra, appearing for
Naidu, said all allegations
in the FIR pertain to deci-
sions, instructions or rec-
ommendations made by
Naidu when he was the
chief minister.

"This is nothing but a
political case and section
17A would apply in the
matter," Salve said, adding
section 17A is applicable
in the case as the inquiry
started in December, 2021.

There is a subtle differ-
ence between the words
enquiry and inquiry, with
the former denoting gener-
al asking of questions and
the latter meaning formal-
ly seeking information or
beginning investigation.

Skill Development Corporation Case
Naidu fails to get relief in SC, hearing deferred to Oct 9

Rs 10,000 fine on 
students for protesting
segregation of tables

MMuummbbaaii,,  OOcctt  0033  ((PPTTII)):: A stu-
dents body of the Indian
Institute of Technology
Bombay (IIT B) has claimed a
fine of Rs 10,000 has been
imposed by the administration
on pupils who protested
against segregation of tables
over vegetarian food at its hos-
tel's canteen.

"@iitbombay has imposed a
fine of Rs 10,000 on the stu-
dents who had stood against
the food segregation policy of
the institute by a peaceful act
of individual civil disobedience.
This action of the admin is sim-
ilar to a Khap Panchayat (caste
council) acting to uphold
untouchability in modern
times," the Ambedkar Periyar
Phule Study Circle, a Left-lean-
ing students body of the insti-
tute, said in a post on X on late
Monday night.

There was no response from
the IIT B administration when
contacted for a comment on
the students body's claim.

Following a row over segre-
gation of tables for vegetarian
students in one of the canteens
of the IIT B last week, the Mess
Council officially stated that
six tables in common canteen
of three hostels would be ear-
marked for vegetarians.

Uddhav Sena eyes
8 out of 10 LS

seats in Mumbai
Mumbai: The Uddhav
Thackeray-led faction of
Shiv Sena is keen to contest
8 out of the 10 Lok Sabha
constituencies in the
Mumbai Metropolitan
Region with some 'give and
take' in the next elections,
sources said on Tuesday.
Thackeray has been hold-
ing consultations with the
party workers and leaders
for the last few days. On
Tuesday, he met with office-
bearers from the Mumbai
North East and the
Mumbai North Lok Sabha
constituencies.

The Shiv Sena (undivid-
ed) had won three of the
total six LS constituencies
in Mumbai in 2019 when it
contested in alliance with
BJP. Besides Mumbai
South, Mumbai South
Central, and Mumbai
Northwest seats, the Shiv
Sena had also won Kalyan,
Thane, and Palghar seats in
the last elections. However,
MPs from Mumbai South
Central, Mumbai North
West, Palghar, and Kalyan
have switched their loyal-
ties to the Shiv Sena led by
Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  From the intricate
latticed screens built in 17th-
century Agra to those designed
by global contemporary artists
influenced by historical styles,
a new book explores the deli-
cate beauty of over two hun-
dred jalis across India. "Jali:
Lattice of Divine Light in
Mughal Architecture", the
illustrated edition by author
Navina Najat Haidar, Nasser
Sabah al-Ahmad al-Sabah,
curator in charge of Islamic Art
at The Metropolitan Museum
of Art, New York, is published
by Mapin. A jali is a perforated
stone or latticed screen, with
ornamental patterns that draw

on the compositional rhythms
of geometry and calligraphy. It
brings filtered light into
enclosed spaces while provid-
ing protection and privacy.
"This volume was first imag-
ined as a small picture book of
a few extraordinary jalis but
when the variety and brilliance
of this feature became appar-
ent, it grew into a more sub-
stantial study tied into the his-
tory of Mughal architecture.
Working with scholars and
photographers who have a gift-
ed eye for Mughal art helped
contextualise the jali within the
wider language of architectur-
al ornament.

‘Jali’: Book gives detailed description 
of over 200 latticed screen across India
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Kurud, Oct 03:

The illegal business of
liquor and drugs in the
Kurud city and nearby
areas has increased alarm-
ingly and the condition is
such that illicit sale of
liquor, drugs, psychotropic
drugs is being openly sold
in the lanes & by-lanes of
the city. In the same way
the illicit sale of liquor and
banned tablets has in-
creased manifold in village
areas and many a small
and medium mediators
have come into existence
and they are openly doing
all such illegal activities
and created terror among
common men.

Even after complaint, ac-

tion is taken just for formal-
ity's sake and in such condi-
tions, those involved in me-
diation get information
well in advance and they
become underground. Due
to this there is great deal of
resentment and dissatisfac-
tion among the peace-lov-
ing and noble citizens,
women, senior citizensa nd
businessmen of Kurud city.

Illegal drugs business
in city: Mahila Morcha

In view of increasing
cases of illicit sale of
liquor and other intoxi-
cants in the city and near-
by villages, the BJP's
Mahila Morcha (BJPMM)
has asked the police admin-
istration of the city to put a
check and take strict action
against those involved.

They also submitted a
memorandum to the TI
Kurud to maintain law &
order situation and de-
manded strict action soon
and gives ultimatum of a
week's time.

It is notable here that
liquor and other intoxi-
cants are being sold openly
in Kurud city and nearby
villages and due to which

the incidents of looting,
chain snatching and
goondaism has increased
manifold. Due to this the
people of city, especially
women and girls are terri-
fied. This was strongly con-
demned by the BJP Mahila
Morcha and they submit-
ted a memorandum to TI
Kurud to root out this so-
cial evil at the earliest and
help in restoring peace,
Law & order in city.

Among those submitted
memorandum to TI Kurud
Deepa Kewat included BJP
Mahila Morcha Mandal
President Jagriti Sahu,
Jigyasa Sinha, BJYM
Secretary, Anuradha Sahu
c i t y - i n - c h a r g e ;
Tumeshwari Dhruv- cor-
porator; Sangeeta Sen
Booth President; Varsha
Nirmalkar; Mamta Sahu,
Media in-chargea Neetu
Nirmalkar, Anita
Nirmalkar, Keja,
Tileshwari and others.

BJPMM submits memorandum to TI Kurud
Demands action
against illicit sale
of liquor, other
intoxicants

Kurud, Oct 03: 

The members of
Vayapar Kalyan Sangh
(VKS) Kurud submitted a
complaint to the TI
Kurud Deepa Kewat to
check into fraud and
cheating through social
media and take action
against the accused.
Members of VKS in-
formed TI Kurud that
many businessmen of
the region have received
fake messages, and calls
from fraudsters and in
this many Grocery own-
ers, stationary shop own-
ers, Hardware, rods and
cement shop owners and
dealers have fallen victim
of messages through fake

IDs and links. Set aside
this many businessmen
have received forged
WhatsApp call with
forged video-calls from
one of their relative's
photos and demanding
cash.

It is notable here that
many incidents of cheat-
ing and forgery has taken
place with businessmen
of the city through social
media platforms like
Facebook, WhatsApp,
Teligram and fake links.
In this they received mes-
sages or phone calls from
unknown numbers and
are demanding cash from
them. The members of
VKS have urged the peo-
ple to make other aware
about such fake calls and
messages.

Lodging complaint
with police, VKS mem-
bers  urged for early ac-
tion. Among those who
submitted complaint

from VKS included
President VKS Yogendra
Sinha, V-P Ravi
Chandrakar, Gen.Secy.
Khilendra Chandrakar,
Treasurer Dhanesh Bais
and others.

VKS members meet TI, lodge complaint
Demands action
against accused 
in online fraud,
cheating cases

SDOP Kurud KK Patel
informed that they have
received complaint
about illicit sale of
liquor from the market
area and on which ac-
tion has been taken. On
complaint by BJPMM,
due action will be taken
by intensifying pa-
trolling in sensitive
areas. In the same way
in cases of online fraud
and complaint by the
members of VKS, inves-
tigation is in process
and necessary action
will be taken. SDOP
Kurud- KK Patel.

What SDOP Says

Korba, Oct 03: 

Boida NSS, in an exem-
plary display of communi-
ty spirit, led a robust
cleanliness campaign and
awareness rally in Korba.
Under the esteemed guid-
ance of Dr. Ashok Kumar
Shroti, Director, and Dr.
Nita Bajpayee, State
National Service Scheme
Officer, along with support
from the Ministry of
Sports and Youth Welfare,
Delhi, and the Regional
Directorate of Bhopal, this
initiative left an indelible
mark on the ongoing
Swachh Bharat Abhiyan.

The campaign, which
spanned from September
15th to October 2nd, coin-
ciding with Mahatma
Gandhi's birth anniver-
sary, reached its pinnacle

on October 1st. At 10:00
AM, a special cleanliness
drive commenced with an
ardent aim to transform
Boida's bus stand and pas-
senger waiting area into
spotlessly clean spaces, de-
void of plastic waste and
garbage.

Dushyant Sharma, a re-
spected citizen, graced the
occasion with his presence
and unwavering support.
He not only motivated the
volunteers but also provid-

ed much-needed refresh-
ments, including water
and biscuits.

The event witnessed the
active participation of nu-
merous volunteers, in-
cluding Janak Ram Patel,
Rajkumar Marawi,
Ramkumar Kewat,
Chandrika Shrivastav,
Ramesh Rajak, Veerendra
Kumar Yadav, Lakeshwar
Kumar Shrivas, Teesa
Marawi, Ritu Patel,
Toshika Patel, Saraswati

Patel, Bhupesh Patel,
Divya Kanwar, Sona
Saruta, Pratiksha Gendle,
Tulsi Patel, Ria Ogre, Ritu
Patel, Aryan Shyam,
Chanda Patel, Bhoomika
Patel, Khilendra Marawi,
Akash Patel, Krishna
Patel, Rajdev Patel,
Tanmay Patel, Anisha
Patel, Shivkumari Patel,
Priya Patel, Sonu Patel,
Pratibha Chauhan,
Santoshi Marawi, Sarojini
Prajapati, Durga Patel,
Sneha Patel, Shalini Ogre.
Rajendra Kumar Nayak,
the Program Officer of
the National Service
Scheme, played a pivotal
role in the success of the
campaign, earning well-
deserved commendations
for his contributions to
the National Service
Scheme.

Bijapur, Oct 03: 

Officers and employees
of the district administra-
tion including Collector
Rajendra Kumar Katara
garlanded and paid floral
tributes to the statue of
Mahatma Gandhi located
in the Collectorate premis-
es on the occasion of
Gandhi Jayanti on Oct 2.
During this, Collector
Rajendra Kumar Katara
paid tribute to Mahatma
Gandhi.

He appealed employees
to get inspired by following
the ideals of Mahatma
Gandhi, incorporate his
principles of truth and
non-violence in his practi-
cal life and move forward.
Mahatma Gandhi's sacri-
fices and his contribution
in liberating the country
have an important role
which will always be re-

membered. 'We will always
be indebted to a great man
like Mahatma Gandhi', he
added.

On this occasion, all the
officers remembered
Mahatma Gandhi by gar-
landing his statue. During
this, Joint Collector Pawan
Kumar Premi, Deputy
Collector Dilip Uike, sen-
ior officers and employees
of the district administra-
tion were present.

Gandhiji offered rich tributes
by Collectorate staff

Boida NSS spearheads massive 
cleanliness and awareness drive

Gaurela Pendra Marwahi, Oct 03:

A program was organ-
ized under Swachhta
Pakhwada at DAV Chief
Minister Public School,
Kudkai Pendra, where stu-
dents took out a rally from
the school to Dubatia
Chowk and went to
Kudkai village and
cleaned the surrounding

areas and performed a
street play. The main point
of the play was cleanliness
and education, in which
children tried to tell people
how cleanliness and edu-
cation are important in
life. The children as well
as the teachers were ap-
preciated by the people
present there and villagers
for their efforts.

Students take rally of
Swachhta Pakhwada

Bijapur, Oct 03: 

On the occasion of the
birth anniversary of
Mahatma Gandhi and Lal
Bahadur Shastri, as per the
instructions of the State
Congress Committee,
District Congress
Committee (DCC) Bijapur
has taken out Congress
Bharosa Yatra to spread the
schemes of the state gov-
ernment among the people.
Congress Bharosa Yatra
was started by offering
prayers at Bhairamdev
Temple Bhairamgarh and
concluded the Yatra at
Madedad.

Addressing the media
persons Vimal Surana,
Joint General Secretary of
the State Congress
Committee and in-charge of

Bijapur at the district head-
quarters Bijapur, said that
the Congress government
in Chhattisgarh is about to
complete five years. Today,
Congress Bharosa Yatra
was organized in every as-
sembly seat of the state on
Gandhi and Shastri
Jayanti. Today, people from
every society of
Chhattisgarh are saying
that they have trust in
Congress because it did
what it promised.

Vimal Surana said that
on the other hand, during
last 15 years of Raman

Singh's tenure as CM every
section of the society was
unhappy with his gover-
nance Every leader of BJP
was neck-deep in taking
commission business.
Raman Singh himself was
unhappy with commission
work in BJP that is why he
went on to say to his party
workers and leaders that
"Leave taking commission
for one year, no one can re-
move you from power for
thirty years." He further
said that in the 15 years of
BJP, farmers neither got the
price of Rs 2100 per quintal

nor the promise of bonus
every year was fulfilled.

On the other hand,
Congress fulfilled the prom-
ise of loan waiver as soon
as it came to power and the
Congress government has
waived off loans worth Rs
9000 crore of 18 lakh farm-
ers of the state. The prom-
ise of giving Rs 2500 per
quintal to the farmers was
kept and this year they are
getting Rs 2640 per quintal.

Addressing the press,
Bijapur MLA and Vice
Chairman of Bastar Area
Tribal Development
Authority, Vikram Mandavi
said that 3000 schools were
closed during the BJP rule.
Congress not only opened
closed schools but also
opened more than 700
schools under Swami
Atmanand English
Medium School Scheme. Rs
1100 crore was given for the
renovation of schools in the
entire state. Swami
Atmanand English medi-
um colleges were also

opened and the state also
got four new medical col-
leges. In the name of
health, during the BJP rule,
there was the Cataract
scam, sterilization scam,
uterus scam, fake medicine
scam. During the rule of
Congress, facilities like
Haat Bazaar Clinic, Urban
Slum Health Scheme and
Dai Didi Clinic are being
provided.

During the BJP rule, jobs
were not coming out for
years, while thousands of
posts were filled in the
Congress government.
Vikram Mandavi further
said that the unemployed
are getting an allowance of
Rs 2500 every month.
Industry and trade has also
increased in the state, let
alone the rice mill. So far
500 new rice mills have
opened in the state. Overall,
BJP's Raman Singh govern-
ment had lost the public
trust and Congress's
Bhupesh government has
won the public trust.

Congress has won the trust of every
section of society : Surana

BJP only kept
cheating every
section of the 
society: Mandavi

Korba, Oct 03: 

The 154th birth anniversary of
Pujya Bapu Mahatma Gandhi
was celebrated at SECL on 02
October 2023. On this occa-
sion, CMD Dr. Prem Sagar
Mishra, Director (Finance) G.
Srinivasan, Director Technical
(Operations &
Planning/Projects) S.N. Kapri,
Director (Personnel) Debashish
Acharya, Chief Vigilance
Officer Jayant Kumar Khamari,
various heads of departments,
officers-employees, labor
union representatives paid
their respects by offering gar-
lands and flowers at the
Gandhi Statue located at SECL
Nehru Shatabdi Nagar.
Thereafter, CMD Dr. Prem
Sagar Mishra administered the
cleanliness oath to all the
attendees and everyone took a
pledge to devote 100 hours for

cleanliness every year.
Safai Mitras honored:
Safai Mitras working in SECL
were also honored in the
Gandhi Jayanti program today.
It may be noted that Swachhta
Hi Seva Abhiyan has been cel-
ebrated across the country
from 15th September to 2nd
October under the joint aegis
of the Ministry of Jal Shakti,
Department of Drinking Water
and Sanitation and Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs. The

theme of this year's campaign
was Garbage Free India and
the main objective of this
year's campaign is to promote
cleanliness of our surroundings
and the welfare of our
Safaimitras. The campaign
concluded today with 139 Safai
Mitras working at SECL
Headquarters, Vasant Vihar
and Indira Vihar Colonies
being honored by SECL CMD
Dr. Prem Sagar Mishra and
other distinguished guests. 

Gandhi Jayanti celebrated in SECL

Korba, Oct 03: 

As per the guidelines of
the Government of India,
Swachhta Pakhwada is
being organized by NTPC
Korba from 01 October to
15 October 2023 under the
Swachh Bharat Mission.
On this occasion, B.
Ramachandra Rao,
Business Unit Head,
NTPC Korba, took oath
on the occasion of
Swachhta Pakhwada-
Swachhta Hi Seva on Oct
01.

During this fortnight,
on Oct 2, NTPC Korba or-
ganized Prabhat Pheri at
NTPC Korba Township
and also paid tribute to
the Father of the Nation.
NTPC Korba unitedly co-
operated for one hour for
Prabhat Pheri. Prabhat
Pheri was led by B.R.
Rao, Business Unit Head,
NTPC Korba. On this oc-
casion, Madhu S.,
General Manager (O&M),

Shri Somnath
Bhattacharya, General
Manager (Operations),
Manish V. Sathe, General
Manager (Ash Dyke
Management), Prabhat
Ram, Additional General
Manager (HR) and other
senior officials,
Employees, Union and
Association members,
NTPC Korba team were
present. In this sequence,
everyone paid tribute to
Mahatma Gandhi on his
154th birth anniversary
at Pragati Club of NTPC
Korba Township. The im-
portance he gave to clean-
liness inspired the public
for cleanliness. Everyone
wishes that his ideas en-
able every human being

to promote unity and har-
mony in today's world
and that his timeless
teachings continue to il-
luminate our path. It is
noteworthy that during
Swachhta Pakhwada,
various types of aware-
ness programs and com-
petitions are being organ-
ized in NTPC Korba.
Swachh Bharat Abhiyan
is a Swachh Bharat
Mission of the
Government of India that
supports making India
clean. The campaign was
initiated by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and launched on 2
October 2014 to honour
Mahatma Gandhi's vision
of Swachh Bharat.

NTPC Korba organizes Prabhat Pheri
And pays tribute to
the Father of the
Nation at NTPC Korba 

Bemetra, Oct 03: 

Under the Swachhta Hi
Seva Fortnight under the
Swachh Bharat Mission,
under the guidance of
Collector P.S.Elma, "One
Date" One Hour - Clean
was organized in all the
wards of all the urban bod-
ies of the district under
the Swachhta Hi Seva
Fortnight. Common citi-
zens including officers and
public representatives do-
nated their labor by collec-
tively cleaning the streets,
localities and public
places.

People seemed enthusi-
astic in taking ownership
for urban cleanliness. In
the program    organized at
the district headquarters,
MLA Mr. Ashish Chhabra
administered the oath of

cleanliness to the people
present. On this occasion,
Chairperson Municipal
Council, Shakuntala
Mangat Sahu along with
councilors cleaned the
area.

Ashish Chhabra also
honored Swachhta Didis,
Mitanins and social serv-

ice organizations under
Swachhta Hi Seva. He
highly praised the work of
Safai Didis and Mitaneen
and social service organi-
zations of the city in clean-
ing and greening the city.
The MLA said that cleanli-
ness makes our life and en-
vironment happy.

Mass cleanliness campaign launched 

Bemetera, Oct 03: 

On the International
Day of Older Persons,
which is celebrated on
October 1, the Election
Commission took a
unique initiative. On this
occasion more than 4000
voters above 80 years of
age are to be honoured
across the district and
there are approximately
4000 voters above 80 years
of age in Bemetara dis-
trict. Collector and
District Election Officer
P.S.Elma along with the
Sub-Divisional Officer
(Revenue) Election
Registration Officer,

Tehsildar, Assistant
Election Registration
Officer of the three as-
sembly constituencies of
the district number 68,
Saja, and 69 Bemetara
and assembly constituen-
cy number 70 Navagarh,
honoured elderly above 80
in the region.

They were adminis-
tered the oath of voting
that / We, the citizens of
India, having full faith in
democracy, take this oath
that we will maintain the
dignity of the democratic
traditions of our country
and will keep intact the
dignity of free, fair and
peaceful elections.

International Day of
Older Persons organised
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Bangkok, Oct 03 (AP):

A shooter opened fire in-
side a major shopping
mall in the centre of
Thailand’s capital
Tuesday afternoon, killing
three people before being
apprehended, authorities
said.

Police said a suspect
was apprehended less than
an hour after the first re-
ported gunshots at the
Siam Paragon Mall, long
been seen as one of
Bangkok’s biggest and
most upscale shopping
destinations.

Police spokesman
Archayon Kraithong told
reporters the situation
was under control at the
mall, which sells high-end
fashions and luxury cars,
and includes a cinema, an
aquarium and the five-
star Siam Kempinski
hotel.

Three people were
killed and six were in-
jured, according to
Yutthana Sretthanan, di-
rector of Bangkok’s
Emergency Medical
Centre.

The incident happened
days before Thais were
planning to mark the an-
niversary of a grisly gun

and knife attack at a rural
day care centre in a north-
eastern province that
killed 36 people, most of
them preschoolers, on Oct
6, 2022.

Tuesday’s shooting
prompted authorities to
shut access to the nearby
Siam elevated train stop,
preventing commuters

from exiting the transit
station as the evening
rush hour began and in-
tense rain pounded the
city, according to an
Associated Press journal-
ist at the scene.

First responders could
be seen entering the mall
as sirens wailed outside.

Witnesses said crowds
of people left the building,
one of several shopping
centers in the area popu-
lar with tourists and well-
heeled Thais alike.

Chinese tourist Liu
Shiying told the AP that
she saw people running
and saying someone had
opened fire. She said she
heard gunshots and an
alarm ringing, and that
the lights in the mall went
out. “We’re temporarily
hiding. Who dares to go
out?” she said while tak-
ing cover. She was later
able to leave.

Shooting at a major Bangkok
shopping mall kills 3

An ambulance leaves Siam Paragon shopping centre in
Bangkok on October 3, following a shooting incident in the
mall. Three person was killed and six wounded in a shoot-
ing at a Bangkok mall, an emergency medical service said. 

GANDHI JAYANTI CELEBRATIONS

Consul General of India in New York Randhir Jaiswal with ReNew Co-Founder and Chairperson Sustainability
Vaishali Sinha and others during Gandhi Jayanti celebrations, at Central Park in New York, USA.

Lahore, Oct 03 (PTI):

In a gruesome incident,
a man allegedly killed his
four minor children by
throwing them into the
canal to hide his crime in
Lahore city of Pakistan,
police said on Tuesday.

The victims — Sabir,
Ayesha, Nabiha and
Samia — were aged be-
tween 5 and 11.

Muhammad Azeem, a
resident of Kahna, a
densely populated low-in-
come area, filed a com-
plaint with police on
Monday that his four chil-

dren had been kidnapped,
police said.

Police after registering
an FIR against unknown
kidnappers launched in-
vestigation.

“During the course of
probe, the investigators
suspected Azeem and
grilled him. During inter-
rogation, he disclosed that
he threw his three minor
daughter and a son into
the canal. He said he com-
mitted the crime after a
fight with his wife,” the po-
lice said.

The suspect staged the
drama of kidnapping to

get away with his crime,
they said. Police officer
Muhammad Ali said that
the suspect took his four
children on a bike to the
canal road and gave them
burgers. While they were
eating at the edge of the
canal, he pushed them into
it. “The suspect killed his
children primarily to hide
his immoral activity,” the
officer said.

Police and Rescue 1122
have launched efforts to
recover the bodies from
the Lahore canal. A mur-
der case has been regis-
tered against the suspect.

Man allegedly kills his 4 minor children
by throwing them into canal in Lahore

Islamabad, Oct 03 (PTI):

Pakistan Navy on
Tuesday announced the
appointment of Vice
Admiral Naveed Ashraf
as its new chief amid sev-
eral security challenges
facing the cash-strapped
country.

Ashraf will replace the
Chief of Naval Staff,
Admiral Amjad Niazi,
after his retirement.

According to the
Pakistan Navy
spokesperson, the change
of command ceremony
will be held on Saturday
in Islamabad.

The vice admiral
would also be given the
four-star rank on the
same day, so he takes
charge as the Chief of

Naval Staff, Geo News re-
ported.

Naveed Ashraf was
commissioned in the
Operations Branch of
the Pakistan Navy in
1989. He is a graduate of
the National Defence
University Islamabad,
the US Naval War College
and the UK’s Royal
College of Defence
Studies.

The vice admiral has
vast experience working
in key command and
staff positions and is cur-
rently serving as the
Chief of Staff at the
Naval Headquarters.

Pakistan appoints new naval chief
Ankara (Turkey), Oct 3 (AP):

Police detained at least
67 people across Turkey
on Tuesday in a sweep tar-
geting people with alleged
links to Kurdish militants,
days after a suicide bomb
attack in the Turkish capi-
tal. Interior Minister Ali
Yerlikaya said police car-
ried out raids in 16
Turkish provinces, de-
taining 55 people suspect-
ed of being part of the “in-
telligence structure” of
the outlawed Kurdistan
Workers’ Party, or PKK.
At least 12 other suspected
PKK members were

rounded up in a separate
operation in five
provinces, Yerlikaya
wrote on X, the social
media platform formerly
known as Twitter.

The PKK has led a
decades-long insurgency
in Turkey and is consid-
ered a terror organization
by the United States and
the European Union. Tens
of thousands of people
have died since the start
of the conflict in 1984.

On Sunday, a suicide
bomber detonated an ex-
plosive device near an en-
trance to the Interior
Ministry hours before

President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan was set to ad-
dress Parliament as it re-
turned from its summer
recess. A second would-be
bomber was killed in a
shootout with police. Two
police officers were slight-

ly wounded in the attack.
The suspects arrived at
the scene inside a vehicle
they seized from a veteri-
narian in the central
Turkish of Kayseri after
shooting him in the head,
officials said.

Turkey detains dozens of PKK suspects in raids following suicide bomb attack

Washington, Oct 03 (PTI):

The tallest statue of the
principal architect of
India’s Constitution, B R
Ambedkar, outside India
is set to be unveiled in
Maryland on October 14,
the organisers have said.

The 19-foot statue,
named Statue of Equality,’
is part of the Ambedkar
International Centre (AIC)
being built on 13-acre land
in Accokeek city of
Maryland, approximately
35 kms south of
Washington.

“This is the largest stat-
ue of Babasaheb outside
India and has been in-
stalled as a part of the

Ambedkar Memorial
being constructed at this
centre,” said the AIC.

Born on April 14, 1891,

Dr Bhim Rao Ambedkar
popular among his follow-
ers as Babasaheb was the
chairman of the
Constituent Assembly’s
most crucial Drafting
Committee that earned
him the moniker
Architect of the Indian
Constitution.

Post-Independence, he
was also the Minister of
Law and Justice in Prime
Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru’s first Cabinet.
Ambedkar played a key
role in social movements
that fought for the rights
of Dalits and untouch-
ables.

Ambedkar died on
December 6, 1956,

months after he embraced
Buddhism on October 14
that year, the date coincid-
ing with the unveiling of
the statue in Maryland.
October 14 is celebrated as
Dhamma Chakra
Parivartan Din by
Ambedkarites. The statue
has been made by
renowned artist and sculp-
tor Ram Sutar, who also
built the statue of Sardar
Patel, called as Statue of
Unity, and installed on an
island in Narmada, metres

downstream of the Sardar
Sarovar Dam in Gujarat.

“Large number of rep-
resentatives of the
Ambedkarite movement
and his followers are ex-
pected to attend the event
from across the USA and
other parts of the world,”
it said. According to the
AIC, this memorial will
serve to spread
Babasaheb’s messages and
teachings and showcase a
symbol of equality and
human rights.

Tallest Ambedkar statue in North America to be unveiled on Oct 14



I n the modern scientific
era, we are fortunate to

enjoy a life that is not only
comfortable but also longer,
thanks to the relentless efforts
of scientists and advance-
ments in the medical field.
These developments have sig-
nificantly improved disease
diagnosis and treatment,
thereby reducing mortality
rates. What were once deemed
incurable diseases a few
decades ago are now manage-
able and, in some cases, cur-
able.

In India, initiatives like
'Ayushman Bharat Yojana,'
'Pradhan Mantri Jan
Aushadhi Kendra,' and 'E-
Sanjeevani National
Telemedicine Service,' along
with various state govern-
ment health schemes, aim to
provide affordable healthcare
to the underprivileged. It is
crucial for the public to be
aware of and take advantage
of these programs.

Cancer, however, remains a
formidable challenge in our
society. It is often viewed as an
incurable and agonizing dis-

ease, leading families to count
the moments when a loved one
is diagnosed. The high cost
and lengthy treatment process
add to the distress.

To combat cancer effective-
ly, patients need strong family
support, self-confidence, a pos-
itive outlook, and unwavering
determination. It is equally es-
sential that patients and their
families understand that med-
ical science has made remark-
able progress in treating vari-
ous diseases, including cancer.

While cancer cases affect in-
dividuals of all ages and gen-
ders, the alarming fact is that
it not only afflicts children but
also places them in life-threat-
ening situations.

In India, cancer ranks as the
second leading cause of death
among children under 15
years, following accidents.
Among youth aged 15 to 19, it
is the fourth leading cause of
death, trailing behind acci-
dents, suicides, and homi-
cides. Early detection in high-
income countries saves 90 to
95 percent of children and
adolescents from this deadly

disease. In contrast, in devel-
oping nations like India, only
40 to 50 percent of cancer pa-
tients survive. Notably, India
accounts for 20 percent of the
world's pediatric cancer cases,
and only 34 percent of these
patients can access cancer
treatment facilities.
Collaborative efforts between
medical institutions, volun-
tary organizations, and na-
tional and international
NGOs could increase the sur-
vival rate from 34 to 80-90 per-
cent, as cancer treatment is
most effective before it be-
comes metastatic.

I believe that in India,
Panchayat and Anganwadi
workers, as well as schools,
play a pivotal role in raising
awareness about cancer and
other fatal genetic diseases.
They can organize 'cancer
screening and treatment
camps' in collaboration with
government and private hos-
pitals, charitable trusts, and
NGOs like Lions and Rotary in
villages and tehsils.

These organizations should
go a step further by adopting
villages for public awareness
campaigns, as cancer diagno-
sis and treatment facilities are
rapidly expanding in large
cities compared to small
towns and villages.

If social organizations and
charitable and religious trusts
can convey information to the
impoverished about where to
find the best cancer diagnosis
and treatment facilities and
how to access financial sup-
port, it would be a significant
step forward. One key mes-

sage about cancer that needs
to be propagated is that while
it is indeed fatal, it is not in-
curable, and it is not conta-
gious. Cancer occurs when
normal cells in the body trans-
form into abnormal, uncon-
trollably dividing cancer cells
for reasons that are not entire-
ly understood. Sometimes,
these cancer cells form lumps.

Parents and family mem-
bers should remain vigilant
for sudden symptoms in chil-
dren and adolescents, such as
prolonged fever, unexplained
yellowing of the body, weak-
ness, lumps, swelling or pain,
headaches, frequent vomiting
with pain, diminishing eye-
sight, rapid weight loss, or the
appearance of red spots on the
body. In such cases, consulting
a cancer specialist without
delay is imperative.

It is crucial that govern-
ment hospitals nationwide
prioritize pediatric oncolo-
gists, advanced cancer detec-
tion and diagnosis methods,
dedicated beds for children
with cancer, basic chemother-
apy facilities, and cancer med-
ications. On September 30,
2023, the Health Department
of the Government of Madhya
Pradesh established the "State
Help Coordination Center"
and a home away from home
named 'Sukhanand' for the
care of child cancer patients.
This initiative provides essen-
tial assistance, treatment,
care, and support to children
with cancer in the state, repre-
senting a commendable step
forward by the Madhya
Pradesh government.
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Shastri ji is an 
example of honesty

Former Prime Minister Lal
Bahadur Shastri, an epitome
of honesty and high ideals,
loved simplicity so much
that he used to wear torn
kurtas under his coat and
later made handkerchiefs
from the torn clothes. The
meaning of ethics, honesty
and ideals of Shastri ji can
be understood from the fact
that during his tenure as
Railway Minister, many peo-
ple were killed in a train ac-
cident. Then, considering
himself responsible for that
accident, he resigned from
the post of Minister of
Railways. However, the irony
is that in today's polluted po-
litical environment, no polit-
ical party or leader of any
party considers Shastri ji as
a role model. After Shastri ji,
morals like him have not
been seen so far.

N Mateeni, Mumbai

Swaminathan’s 
contribution 

A definite void has been cre-
ated with the death of the fa-
mous agricultural scientist
MS Swaminathan, the fa-
ther of the green revolution
in the country. He was a part
of every important initia-
tive in food security and
agriculture.He also made
significant contributions in
focusing on millets for nutri-
tional security.Today, Dr.
Swaminathan first realized
the importance of the pro-
motion of coarse grains by
the Modi government.His
death marked the end of an
era that was full of effortless
innovation. His unparal-
leled contribution to Indian
agriculture ensured pros-
perity for millions of farm-
ers as well as food security
for the country.

Ashraf Nawaz,
Hyderabad

Inflation Woes
As elections loom, infla-

tion emerges as a key con-
cern for the opposition, im-
pacting the daily lives of the
lower and middle classes.
Rising prices of essentials
like flour, pulses, and fuel,
coupled with increasing
costs of medicines and edu-
cation, are causing distress.
While some may splurge, the
ruling party must address
this stark reality. State elec-
tions serve as a preview for
national polls, with erratic
rains affecting Kharif crop
and potential food scarcity
in a nation of 1.44 billion.
Amidst inflation, the gov-
ernment faces the challenge
of securing ample food pro-
duction. The nation awaits
the government's strategy.

N Ashraf, Mumbai

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍
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A man sailing a small boat plucks lotus flowers from a water body, in Nadia, Tuesday, Oct. 3.

LOTUS PICKING SERENITY

Kajal Chatterjee

People bond with each
other through various com-
mon interest - - - Literature
Films Music Sports
Adventure Politics or Food.
As my son reaches the
doorstep of start of the 20th
year of his life, suddenly I re-
alise that letters hold a spe-
cial place in our relationship.
As a matter of fact letters got
associated with him right
from his day of arrival in the
world 19 years ago.

I was working in office. At
the stroke of noon, one of my
colleagues of neighboring
room informed me that a call
has arrived for me in the of-
fice landline. As I responded,
got to know that I have turned
a father.

During lunch hour, I ven-
tured out to submit a letter to
the office of the iconic "The
Statesman". Following a week
it got published also. So that
published letter will always
remind me of such a special
day in my life. 3 days later,
while waiting at the junction
station for arrival of the train
to go to my in-laws place in a
neighboring state, I pur-
chased the latest issue of
Bangla literary magazine

'Desh'. And got delighted to
notice that a letter of mine
has seen the light of the day.
So on the day when I first met
my baby and took him in my
arms, that day also remains
intrinsically associated with
a published letter of mine.

Whenever I visit any
tourist place, it has been a
“ritual” for me to write down
my experiences there and
post it on the day of return
addressing the editor of any
daily. Our 2009 trip in West
Bengal Himalayas ended
with a tiny hilltop town
named Lava. The small post
office was located near our
hotel. So next morning, I
dropped the letter for a
Kolkata daily through the
hand of my then 4-year old
son - - - my "lucky charm"
since the day of his birth.
How nice was it to view that
very letter in a published ver-
sion sitting in humid hot per-
spiring Kolkata as if the cool
climes of Himalayan Lava
had arrived near the Bay of
Bengal.

In the meantime son also
grows up and felt interested
in writing letters, perhaps
getting inspired by me! His
first letter got published
when he was of 10 years of

age. Drawing inspiration
from such success, he also
took writing as a passion and
started sending it through
email to various newspapers
with the result also being pos-
itive. I vividly remember one
of his earliest published arti-
cle (in Central Chronicle
Chattisgarh) was based on
"Father's Day" where he
wrote about my involvement
with him revolving "home
cricket" and various other
simple joyous activities.
Often letters of both of us
started getting published in
the same issue, thereby aug-
menting our collective joy.

However we have come
across "failure" as well as in
Kathmandu 2015. After jot-
ting down our respective ex-
periences in night revolving
Nepal tour, we started for the
office of the 'Himalayan
Times' in a taxi to personally
hand it over. But both of our
letters didn't find place in the
column. Yet our mind feels up
with joy when get remem-
bered of our 'Himalayan
Times' rendezvous.

But the best memory that
we cherish revolved around
Tawang 2016! It was the last
night in Tawang. From next
day our Kolkata-bound re-

turn journey would com-
mence through halts in
Dirang Bhalukpong
Guwahati. So post-dinner, we
started our respective writ-
ings, pasted the envelopes
with 'Shaving Cream' and
next morning after breakfast,
we set off for Tawang post of-
fice downhill. It was a very
cold misty cloudy morning
with continuous drizzle. Yet
by braving the adverse weath-
er, reached the cute small
post office with my son drop-
ping the envelopes in the post
box for Itanagar-based
'Arunachal Times'. After 9
days we were thrilled to find
it published in the daily!
Indeed what a nostalgia of
our "postal adventure" in
misty Tawang remain embed-
ded within those letters.

Not to forget publication of
a photograph featuring both
of us overlooking the beauti-
ful Paro airport accompanied
with my article on our 2013
Bhutan trip published in that
country's in-flight magazine
'Tashi Delek'. On the verge of
the start of his 20th year, it is
nice to cherish our common
bond with the noble hobby of
writings. Today it gets often
heard how children and par-
ents get mentally dissociated

with each other despite living
under one roof due to various
distractions like social media
with all immersed in their
own virtual world, leading to
depression and all sorts of
negativities. Perhaps nurtur-
ing and pursuance of com-
mon interests among parents
and children are essential to
strengthen a healthy mutual
bond. And also I pray
earnestly that all children of
the society remain safe and
secure just as I wish for my
son. Never never should any
parent lose their child due to
fangs of Ragging. Never
never should a labourer fa-
ther have to bring the coffin
of his labourer son home (as
happened in recent Mizoram
railway disaster). Never
should the heart of any par-
ent get shattered following
the death of the son during
river bridge collapse in Morbi
Gujarat.

Fatal calamities due to
strike of thunderbolt or can-
cer are unavoidable. But
never never should light of
any parent get brutally termi-
nated for ever due to man-
made factors and callousness.
Wishing the best for my child
as well as of all children
under the sky.

DDrr  KKrriisshhnnaa  KKuummaarr  VVeeppaakkoommmmaa

Artificial Intelligence (AI) has embarked on a transformative journey
in the realm of education, revolutionizing the way we learn, commu-
nicate, and engage with knowledge. This technological marvel, often
hailed as a game-changer, is bringing about significant changes that
extend far beyond the classroom walls. One of the most remarkable
contributions of AI to education is the breaking down of language
barriers. Education is a global endeavor, with students and educators
hailing from diverse linguistic backgrounds. AI-powered translation
tools have stepped in as the ultimate linguistic bridge, facilitating
effective communication and understanding across languages.
Whether you are a student striving to comprehend a lecture deliv-
ered in a foreign tongue or a teacher trying to reach a diverse group
of learners, AI seamlessly facilitates this exchange. It ensures that
education transcends geographical boundaries, fostering inclusivity
and diversity. AI is fundamentally changing the dynamics of educa-
tion by personalizing the learning experience. It's akin to having a
dedicated tutor who understands your unique learning needs,
strengths, and weaknesses. Through sophisticated algorithms and
data analysis, AI assesses your progress and adapts the learning
materials accordingly. For instance, if you excel in one subject but
grapple with another, AI detects this disparity and tailors its recom-
mendations to bolster your weaker areas. This individualized
approach not only enhances learning outcomes but also boosts self-
esteem by catering to your specific requirements. In essence, AI is
transforming education into a customized journey, ensuring that no
student is left behind. AI is not just confined to the student-teacher
interface; it permeates the administrative fabric of educational insti-
tutions. Imagine having a diligent assistant that handles routine
tasks, answers queries, registers students for courses, and devises
timetables. This is the reality AI is creating in schools and colleges.
By automating mundane administrative processes, AI liberates
teachers and administrators from the burdens of bureaucracy, allow-
ing them to channel their energy and expertise into teaching and
nurturing students. The result is an educational ecosystem that is
more efficient, less encumbered by administrative hassles, and bet-
ter positioned to foster holistic growth. While the impact of AI on
education is undeniably transformative and promising, it's impera-
tive to tread cautiously. Ensuring responsible AI usage is paramount.
Fairness, ethics, and accountability must be the guiding principles as
AI permeates education. It should never discriminate or disadvan-
tage any student or group. Teachers, educational leaders, and tech
experts must collaborate to harness the power of AI for the collective
good. This involves continuous monitoring, evaluation, and adapta-
tion of AI systems to ensure they remain inclusive, unbiased, and
beneficial to all learners. AI is not merely a technological advance-
ment; it is a revolution that is reshaping education as we know it. By
transcending linguistic barriers, personalizing learning experiences,
and streamlining administrative processes, AI is making education
more accessible, effective, and enjoyable. However, as we embrace
this transformation, we must also embrace the responsibility of
ensuring that AI-driven education remains a force for good, fostering
equality and empowering every learner on their unique educational
journey.

WWrriitteerr  iiss  PPrrooffeessssoorr  &&  PPrriinncciippaall  ((RRttdd)),,  RRaajjiivv  NNaaggaarr,,    HHyyddeerraabbaadd

Transforming Education

The development that has gripped the nation's attention is the
apprehension of three individuals connected to an ISIS-inspired
module operating within India. This incident is a stark reminder of
the persistent threat posed by extremist ideologies, and it raises
pressing questions about their influence and objectives within our
borders. The three individuals in question, Mohammad Shahnawaz
Alam, Mohammad Rizwan Ashraf, and Mohammad Arshad Warsi,
have been linked to a sinister plot that closely aligns with the objec-
tives of the ISIS terror network. Their alleged involvement in radi-
calization, the creation of improvised explosive devices (IEDs), and
the identification of potential targets in various Indian cities serves
as a troubling manifestation of the evolving threat landscape.
Shahnawaz, previously a fugitive listed among the National
Investigation Agency's most-wanted terrorists, presents a particu-
larly disconcerting case. His journey from a bright and promising
student to an alleged extremist underscores the insidious influence
that ISIS ideology can wield. It highlights the urgent need to under-
stand the dynamics of radicalization and how individuals with prom-
ising futures can be lured into the abyss of extremist activities.
Shahnawaz's activities, which encompassed not only the manufac-
turing of IEDs but also reconnaissance missions to identify crowded
areas and routes frequented by VIP political figures, reflect a chill-
ing intent to inflict violence and chaos. The methodical planning and
determination to carry out targeted killings pose a grave threat to
the safety and security of our nation. What is especially dishearten-
ing is that individuals initially drawn to education and career
prospects can be swayed by extremist ideologies. This transforma-
tion from aspiring students to potential perpetrators of violence
underscores the critical importance of early intervention and robust
counter-radicalization efforts. It is essential to address the underly-
ing factors that make individuals susceptible to extremist propa-
ganda, such as social isolation, vulnerability, and exposure to radi-
cal online content. The incident also underscores the need for
greater cooperation and coordination among law enforcement
agencies, intelligence services, and educational institutions. Early
detection of radicalization signs and swift intervention can play a
pivotal role in preventing extremist ideologies from taking root.
While the details of this ISIS-inspired module continue to emerge,
one thing remains clear: the threat of extremist ideologies is an
ongoing and evolving concern. It is imperative that our nation's
security forces remain vigilant and proactive in identifying and
thwarting such threats. The safety and security of our citizens
should always be paramount. In addition to the immediate security
concerns, this incident should prompt a broader national conversa-
tion about the influence of extremist ideologies. It is essential to
address the root causes that drive individuals toward radicalization.
This includes understanding the role of online platforms, peer influ-
ence, and socioeconomic factors in shaping extremist narratives.
Efforts should be made to engage communities, religious leaders,
and civil society organizations in counter-radicalization initiatives.
Building resilience against extremist propaganda and providing
alternative narratives is crucial to preventing the spread of radical
ideologies.

ISIS's Agenda in India
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BRIEF

Mega projects 

Kochi: Kerala Chief
Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan  inaugurated
seven "mega projects"
at Cochin
International Airport
Limited (CIAL) here.
The chief minister
launched the opera-
tion of the Import
Cargo Terminal,
DigiYatra software
and Airport
Emergency Services
at the international
airport at an event
held at CIAL. He also
launched the projects
for the first phase of
the expansion of
Terminal 3, the '0484'
luxury aero lounge, an
intrusion detection
system at the airport
and golf resorts.

Road safety

New Delhi: Union
minister Nitin
Gadkari  reiterated
India's commitment to
achieving global road
safety targets set in
the Stockholm
Declaration, accord-
ing to an official state-
ment. Gadkari, while
addressing the minis-
terial session focusing
on road safety at the
27th World Road
Congress in Prague,
Czech Republic, em-
phasized on adopting
a holistic approach to
minimise road crash-
es and fatalities by
stakeholders at all lev-
els. The road trans-
port and highways
minister reiterated
the country's special
focus on spreading
awareness to effect be-
havioral change and
ensuring flawless en-
forcement of rules.

Coal output 
New Delhi: State-
run power giant
NTPC on Tuesday re-
ported an 83 per cent
rise in coal produc-
tion in April-
September period of
this financial year,
compared to a year
ago. NTPC Ltd has re-
ported a substantial
growth of 83 per cent
in coal production
from its captive
mines during H1 FY
2023-24, as compared
to the corresponding
period in the previ-
ous year, a company
statement said. The
company achieved a
coal production of
16.05 million metric
tonnes (MMT) during
H1 FY24, as compared
to 8.76 MMT in H1
FY23 (April-
September 2022).

New Delhi,  Oct 03: 

The Indian economy is
projected to grow at 6.3 per
cent in current financial
year aided by investment
and domestic demand.
According to a World
Bank report released on
Tuesday, India continues
to show resilience against
the backdrop of a chal-
lenging global environ-
ment.

In India, which accounts
for the bulk of South Asia
region, growth is expected
to remain robust at 6.3 per
cent in 2023-24, India
Development Update of
the World Bank said. On
inflation, the report said,

it is expected to decrease
gradually as food prices
normalize and govern-
ment measures help in-
crease the supply of key
commodities. The World
Bank said South Asia is
expected to grow 5.8 per
cent this year higher than
any other developing
country region in the
world, but slower than its
pre-pandemic pace and
not fast enough to meet its
development goals.
Relative to the spring fore-
cast, growth in 2023 has
been upgraded by 0.2 per-
centage points due to
stronger-than-expected
data in India. "At a first
glance, South Asia is a

bright spot in the global
economy. The World Bank
is forecasting that the re-
gion will grow more quick-
ly than any other develop-
ing country region over
the next few years," said
Martin Raiser, vice presi-
dent, South Asia Region,
World Bank. Although
India's post-pandemic eco-
nomic rebound is now fad-
ing, growth is expected to
remain stronger than in
other large emerging mar-
ket and developing
economies (EMDEs).
Output is forecast to grow
6.3 per cent in FY2023-24
and 6.4 per cent in FY2024-
25 roughly equal to the es-
timated pace of India's po-

tential growth, the World
Bank said.

"The dampening effect
of monetary policy tight-
ening on domestic de-
mand, particularly invest-
ment, will likely peak in
the coming year. The ef-
fects of slowing global de-
mand and rising interest
rates will be mitigated by
India's low external debt
and the healthy balance
sheets of its financial and
corporate sectors," the
bank said in its report.
Growth of merchandise
exports is expected to slow
as a result of weak foreign
demand growth, although
this will be offset by robust
services exports.

Indian economy to grow at
6.3 pc in FY24: World Bank Mumbai, Oct 03:  

Commercial ports oper-
ator JSW Infrastructure,
which got listed on the
bourses on Tuesday, said it
has a huge potential to
grow its business and
aims to become a global
company, JSW Group
Chairman Sajjan Jindal
has said. Speaking at the
listing event, Jindal cited
the example of Singapore
and said that it is a City-
State and handles more
cargo than all of India.

"We can also create such
ports which handle not
just our own cargo but
also of the countries
around us," he said. "We
cannot think only India
centric, we have to think
global and we have to real-
ly build ourselves as a

global company. So we
have to really think at
those levels," he said.
Jindal further said that
India has a large coastline
and logistics cost in the
country is among the
highest in the world. "The
cost of transporting goods
in India is the highest, So
JSW Infra has a huge po-
tential to grow its busi-

ness to create what the
government has created,
CONCOR," Jindal said. A
Public Sector
Undertaking, CONCOR
(Container Corporation of
India) provides total logis-
tics solutions for con-
tainerised cargo.

The shares of JSW
Infrastructure on Tuesday
got listed with a premium
of over 20 per cent against
the issue price of Rs 119.

The stock made its
debut at Rs 143, register-
ing a jump of 20.16 per
cent from the issue price
on the BSE. At the NSE, it
got listed at Rs 143. The
Initial Public Offering
(IPO) of JSW
Infrastructure was sub-
scribed 37.37 times on the
last day of bidding on
Wednesday.

JSW Infrastructure has huge potential
to grow its business: Sajjan Jindal

New Delhi, Oct 03: 

Maruti Suzuki India on
Tuesday said its total pro-
duction declined by 1 per
cent to 1,74,978 units in
September. The company
had produced 1,77,468
units in September 2022.
Last month, production
of entry level cars -- Alto
and S-Presso -- declined
by 70 per cent to 10,705
units from 35,887 units in
the year-ago period,
Maruti Suzuki India said
in a regulatory filing.
Similarly, production of

models like Baleno,
Celerio, Dzire, Ignis,
Swift and WagonR, de-
clined to 90,849 units in
September as against
92,717 units in the same
month last year.
Production of mid-sized
sedan Ciaz declined to
2,304 units last month. It
was 2,654 units in
September 2022.

Total passenger car
production dropped by 21
per cent to 1,03,858 units
last month as against
1,31,258 units in the year-
ago period.

Maruti Suzuki production
dips 1 pc in September

New Delhi, Oct 03:  

Hyundai Motor India on
Tuesday said all its models
in the country would now
come with six airbags as
standard. The automaker
also announced that it has
decided for voluntary par-
ticipation in the recently
introduced Bharat NCAP
with 3 models to begin
with, and more models to
follow. Under the Bharat
NCAP programme, car
manufacturers can volun-
tarily offer their vehicles
tested as per the
Automotive Industry
Standard (AIS) 197. Based
on the performance of the
car in the tests, the vehicle
will be awarded star rat-

ings on a scale of 0-5, for
adult occupants (AOP) and
child occupants (COP).
Potential car customers
can refer to these star rat-
ings to compare the safety
standards of different ve-
hicles and accordingly
make their purchase deci-
sion. The carmaker also
announced that its mid
sized sedan Verna has re-
ceived a five-star rating in
adult and child occupant
protection by Global

NCAP. Hyundai Motor
India MD & CEO Unsoo
Kim said safety for all is
the company's utmost pri-
ority. "We have been
benchmark creators in
standardisation of vehicle
safety features. Now, we
are elated to announce the
standardisation of six
airbags across all models
and all variants," he
added. Hyundai Motor
India COO Tarun Garg
said with rising road net-
work and increase in
speed limits it is natural to
upgrade the cars. Taking a
big leap in the safety jour-
ney, the company has now
decided to standardise six
airbags in all models and
all variants, he noted.

Hyundai Motor India says all its vehicles to come with 6 airbags

Aishwarya Rai wears a 
creation for the L'Oreal
Spring/Summer 2024 
womenswear fashion 
collection presented 

Sunday,  in Paris.

Hyderabad, Oct 03: 

India's largest Iron Ore produc-
er, NMDC delivered stellar per-
formance with a production of
3 Million Tonnes and sales of
3.11 Million Tonnes of iron ore
in the month of September
2023 registering highest ever
since inception with a month-
on-month increase of 10% in
production and an increase of
7% in sales respectively. The
National Miner also recorded
marvelous half-yearly perform-
ance by producing 19.56
Million Tonnes and selling 20.53
Million tonnes up to September
2023. With a significant growth
of 21% in production and 25%
in sales figures over CPLY,

NMDC has set new records
with its historic best-ever H1
production and sales since
inception. Commenting on the
performance, Amitava
Mukherjee, CMD (Additional
Charge) said, 'NMDC is on the
path of transformation and our
figures speak for themselves,
we have achieved our best-ever

H1 performance in company
history with rigorous planning,
rapid technology advancement
and consistent monitoring.
NMDC witnessed substantial
growth even during the mon-
soon period and we will strive
to maintain this increase to
meet the target of becoming a
100 Million Tonnes company by
2030.' With consistent efforts
for increasing steel consump-
tion and a steady supply of raw
materials to meet the rising
domestic steel demands of the
country, NMDC has yet again
surpassed its previous records
and is committed to setting the
industry benchmark for respon-
sible and environment-friendly
mining practices.

NMDC records its best-ever H1
performance since inception

New Delhi, Oct 03:  

Vedanta Ltd's move to
split into six separate units
is unlikely to address the
mining conglomerate's debt
obligation, Fitch group
firm CreditSights said,
adding precarious debt situ-
ation at parent firm still re-
mains unaddressed. On
September 29, Vedanta Ltd
said its board has approved
a major reorganisation,
separating aluminum, oil
and gas, power, steel and
ferrous material and base

metals into separate listed
companies. "We do not be-
lieve that this reorganisa-
tion addresses Vedanta's
debt obligations,"
CreditSights said in a note.
"The consolidated debt
across all its proposed enti-
ties will still remain the
same. We remain con-
cerned that the precarious
debt situation at Vedanta
Resources is still unad-
dressed." VRL, the parent
firm of Vedanta Ltd, has
been the financing vehicle
for its debt obligations and

servicing that debt remains
critical. "We believe
Vedanta could have resort-
ed to selling down its stake
in wholly-owned units such
as Cairn India, aluminum
in order to generate cash
and to pay down debt, in-
stead of this route. "While
we acknowledge the compa-
ny's efforts to create more
shareholder value, we see
cash leakage via dividend
upstreaming largely un-
changed and still a promi-
nent issue in the new corpo-
rate structure," it said.

Vedanta split does not
address debt: CreditSights

Mumbai, Oct 03: 

As Skoda Auto India
continues its reign as the
producer of the safest cars
in India and of having a
fleet full of 5-star-rated
cars for both adults and
children, its product ac-
tions continue through
2023. This time in the form
of a widened portfolio for
the festive season, attrac-
tive festive period pricing,
a host of new features in
the cars, and an all-new
Slavia Matte Edition.

Speaking on the en-
hanced portfolio, Petr Solc,
Brand Director, Skoda
Auto India, said: “Our

product offensive is aimed
at welcoming more cus-
tomers into the Škoda fam-
ily and coincides with the
festive spirit in the coun-
try. It has always been our
endeavour to provide to
our customers the safest
family cars and ensure
high level of customer sat-
isfaction with our prod-
ucts and services. These
festive offerings and en-
hancements in our prod-
ucts deliver on these fronts
and offer fantastic value to
our customers.”

The Kushaq and the

Slavia – get an attractive
Rs 10.89 lakh base pricing,
which will be limited to
the festive season. The
top-of-the-line Style vari-
ants of the Kushaq and
Slavia get all-new features
like electric seats for the
driver and co-driver,
which is a segment-first,
and an illuminated
footwell area. The centre
of the dash is dominated
by a 25.4 cm infotainment
screen with Skoda Play
Apps. The system links
wirelessly with Apple
Carplay and Android
Auto. Also standard in the
Style is a subwoofer in the
boot of the Kushaq and
Slavia.

The Kushaq Monte
Carlo will also get the elec-
tric seats and footwell illu-
mination.

Skoda Auto India launches
new product offensive

With festive 
pricing and all-new
features

Mumbai, Oct 03:  

India Inc's financial health
measured by the credit ratio,
or the proportion of rating
upgrades to downgrades,
moderated in the first half of
current fiscal year and is set
to dip marginally further in the
second half, Crisil Ratings said
on Tuesday. Crisil, which rates
6,500 companies, however,
made it clear that the credit
ratio will stay above 1 going
forward as well, which means
the number of upgrades will
outpace the downgrades. In
April-September FY24, there
were 443 upgrades as com-

pared to 232 downgrades, the
agency said, adding that the
credit ratio moderated to 1.91
from 2.19 in the preceding six
months. It said the upgrades
are much higher than the
decadal average, but the
downgrades are inching up
lately, largely due to difficul-
ties faced by export-linked
sectors due to slowing growth
in the world. Crisil's Managing
Director Gurpreet Chhatwal
said the moderation in the
first half was along expected
lines, and the government's
infrastructure push and spend-
ing are helping corporate India
report positive credit ratios. 

India Inc’s financial health
moderates in H1FY24

New Delhi, Oct 03:  

Manufacturing activities
in India fell to a five-month
low in September as new
orders rose at a softer pace,
which tempered produc-
tion growth, a monthly sur-
vey said on Tuesday. The
seasonally adjusted S&P
Global India
Manufacturing Purchasing
Managers' Index (PMI) fell
to 57.5 in September, down

from 58.6 in August -- the
lowest in five months. The
September PMI data point-
ed to an improvement in
overall operating condi-
tions for the 27th straight
month. In PMI parlance, a
print above 50 means ex-
pansion while a score
below 50 indicates contrac-
tion. "India's manufactur-
ing industry showed mild
signs of a slowdown in
September, primarily due

to a softer increase in new
orders which tempered pro-
duction growth.
"Nevertheless, both de-
mand and output saw sig-
nificant upticks, and firms
also noted gains in new
business from clients
across Asia, Europe, North
America and the Middle
East," said Pollyanna De
Lima, Economics Associate
Director at S&P Global
Market Intelligence.

India’s manufacturing sector activity falls to 5-month
low in Sep on softer increase in new orders: PMI

New Delhi, Oct 03:  

The country's coal output
increased 15.81 per cent to
67.21 million tonnes in
September as against 58.04
million tonnes in the year-
ago period, an official state-
ment said on Tuesday. The
cumulative coal production
up to September increased
to 428.25 MT in the ongoing
fiscal, over 382.16 MT in the
year-ago period, registering
a growth of 12.06 per cent,
the coal ministry statement
said. The output of state-
owned Coal India Ltd,
which accounts for over 80
per cent of domestic coal
output, increased to 51.44
MT in September as
against 45.67 MT a year ago.
Additionally, coal dispatch
increased to 70.33 MT over
61.10 MT in September last
fiscal.

India’s coal 
production rises

16 pc in Sep
Mumbai, Oct 03:  

Equity benchmark in-
dices Sensex and Nifty de-
clined on Tuesday amid
unabated foreign fund out-
flows and sluggish Asian
market cues. Fall in index
majors HDFC Bank and
Reliance Industries also
dragged the benchmark
indices lower. The 30-share
BSE Sensex declined
316.31 points or 0.48 per
cent to settle at 65,512.10.
During the day, it fell
483.82 points or 0.73 per
cent to 65,344.59.

The Nifty fell 109.55
points or 0.56 per cent to
end at 19,528.75. Among
the Sensex firms, Maruti,

NTPC, Tata Motors, ICICI
Bank, HDFC Bank,
Reliance Industries, JSW
Steel, ITC and Mahindra &
Mahindra were the major
laggards. Bajaj Finance,
Larsen & Toubro, Bajaj
Finserv and Titan were
among the gainers.
"Consolidation continued

given the rising US bond
yields and dollar index,
prompting FIIs to pull
funds. While the modera-
tion in oil prices may pro-
vide respite on the down-
side. Infrastructure activi-
ty indicates an accelera-
tion led by the rise in core
sector output. Auto stocks
declined due to mixed bag
monthly data, while a
near-normal monsoon will
aid positive sentiment for
consumption in the near
term," said Vinod Nair,
Head of Research at Geojit
Financial Services. In the
broader market, the BSE
smallcap gauge climbed
0.61 per cent and midcap
gained 0.09 per cent.

Equity indices fall on unabated foreign
fund outflows, weak Asian markets

New Delhi, Oct 03: 

The rupee depreciated
15 paise to close at 83.21
(provisional) against the
US dollar on Tuesday, as a
strong US dollar and weak
domestic equities dented
investor sentiments. Forex
traders said muted domes-
tic macroeconomic data
and sustained FII outflows
also mounted downside
pressure on rupee. At the
interbank foreign ex-
change market, the local
unit opened at 83.21
against the US dollar and

moved in a range of 83.23
to 83.17. The rupee finally
settled at 83.21 (provision-
al) against the US dollar,

down 15 paise from its pre-
vious close. On Friday, the
rupee appreciated 13 paise
to settle at 83.06 against
the US dollar. On Monday,
the domestic forex market
was closed on account of
Mahatma Gandhi Jayanti.
Meanwhile, the dollar
index, which gauges the
greenback's strength
against a basket of six cur-
rencies, rose by 0.14 per
cent to 104.05. Brent crude
futures, the global oil
benchmark, declined 0.02
per cent to USD 90.69 per
barrel.

Rupee falls 15 paise to close
at 83.21 against US dollar



CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  RAIPUR,  WEDNESDAY,  OCTOBER  04,  2023

Kurud, Oct 03: 

The residents of Kurud
Assembly Constituency
have expressed their
heartfelt gratitude to Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
for approving a significant
development project
aimed at improving the
condition of rural roads in
the area. This transforma-
tive initiative, with an allo-
cated budget of approxi-
mately 37 crores, will bene-
fit over a dozen villages in
the constituency.

The District Panchayat
President, Tarini Neelam
Chandrakar, who is also a
Secretary of the Pradesh
Congress Committee
(PCC), played a pivotal role
in securing this approval.
She brought to light the
dire state of rural roads
and made an earnest re-
quest to Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel for their
enhancement. The Chief
Minister, known for his
empathy towards the
needs of the people, swift-
ly approved the project,
which includes road
widening, strengthening,

bridge construction, and
overall development.

This project is set to
transform approximately
21 kilometers of rural
roads in Kurud. Tarini
Neelam Chandrakar, a
prominent Congress
leader from the Kurud
constituency, and her dedi-
cated team successfully se-
cured approval for the en-
hancement of roads on the
Charra-Katalbod and
Gadadih-Parakhanda to
Nari routes. This includes
the construction of an 8.80

km road on the Charra-
Katalbod-Nawagaon route,
along with bridge con-
struction, with a budget of
19.36 lakhs. Similarly, for
the Gadadih-Parkhanda-
Gudguda-Nari Marg, a
12.20 km road will undergo
significant improvement
with a budget of 17.52
lakhs. In total, an approxi-
mate sum of 37 crores has
been sanctioned for the de-
velopment of 21 kilome-
ters of rural roads, bene-
fiting eight villages.

The citizens of the

Kurud Assembly con-
stituency, including
Raman Sahu, Chandrahas
Sahu, Sumari Sahu,
Lakhush Sahu, Narendra
Dheedi, Bhikham Sahu,
Devendra Sahu, Ramratan
Sahu, Ghanshyam Sahu,
Kunju Sonkar, Santosh
Sahu, Jagatpal Sahu, are
wholeheartedly grateful to
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel for his swift action
and the diligent efforts of
District Panchayat mem-
ber Tarini Neelam
Chandrakar.

BJP incharge criticis-
es Congress

In response to this devel-
opment, Bhojraj
Chandrakar, the BJP City
Incharge, criticized the
Congress, alleging that
they are more inclined to-
wards making false prom-
ises and engaging in deceit
rather than genuine devel-
opment efforts. According
to him, their intentions
are not aligned with actual
progress, and their claims
are merely aimed at taking
credit, revealing what he
perceives as deceitful in-
tentions.

CM approved 37cr for 
Rural Road transformation

Residents of Kurud constituency express gratitude 

Korba, Oct 03: Swachhta
Pakhwada is being organ-
ized by NTPC Korba from
01 October to 15 October
2023 under the Swachh
Bharat Mission as per the
guidelines of the
Government of India. On
this occasion, B.
Ramachandra Rao,
Business Unit Head, NTPC
Korba took oath on the oc-
casion of Swachhta
Pakhwada – Swachhta Hi
Seva on 01 October 2023.

This program was or-
ganized in the vegetable
market (Sabzi Mandi) of
NTPC Korba Township. In
the same sequence, on 01
October 2023, cleanliness
campaign was also
launched in the vegetable
market by NTPC Korba
and cleanliness was also
done inside and outside
the vegetable market.
NTPC Korba unitedly vol-
unteered for one hour for
the cleanliness drive.

“The campaign focuses
on to maintain cleanliness
in our surroundings and
helps the children and fel-
low people to learn the sig-
nificance of cleanliness,”

said B.R. Rao, CGM,
Korba. This cleanliness
campaign at NTPC Korba
Vegetable Market is being
led by B.R. Rao, Project
Head, NTPC Korba. On
this occasion, Madhu S.,
General Manager (O&M),
Somnath Bhattacharya,
General Manager
(Operations), Manish V.
Sathe, General Manager
(Ash Dyke Management),
Prabhat Ram, Additional
General Manager (HR) and
other senior officials, em-
ployees, union and associa-
tion members, NTPC
Korba team and CISF team
of NTPC Korba were pres-

ent. More than 100 people
were present on this occa-
sion.

Madhu S., GM (O&M)
addressed the campaign by
saying the moral of the
campaign that “Don’t litter
and don’t let others litter.”
It may be noted that during
Swachhta Pakhwada, vari-
ous types of awareness
programs and competi-
tions are being organized
in NTPC Korba.

Swachh Bharat Abhiyan
is a Swachh Bharat
Mission by the
Government of India
which is supporting to
make India clean. The

campaign was launched by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and launched on 2
October 2014 to honor
Mahatma Gandhi’s vision
of Swachh Bharat.

Under the cleanliness
campaign, Swachhta
Pakhwada was conducted
at the national level and
covered all rural and
urban areas.

Swachhata Pakhwada -
Swachhata Hi Seva 2023 is
being organised between
15th September and 2nd
October-the day observed
as the Swachh Bharat
Diwas (SBD) on Mahatma
Gandhi’s Jayanti.

NTPC Korba conducted cleanliness campaign 
 At NTPC Korba

Township under
‘Swachhata
Pakhwada 2023 -
Swachhta Hi Seva’

Raipur, Oct 03: 

In adherence to tradi-
tion, the Chhattisgarh
Lohana Mahila Mandal or-
chestrated a day of unbro-
ken and melodious recita-
tions of 108 Hanuman
Chalisas at Ashirwad
Bhavan in Bairan Bazaar
on the first Sunday of
Pitru Paksha this year.

The event, which
spanned 12 hours, was
highlighted by a collective
and harmonious chanting
of the Hanuman Chalisa
by 151 children adorned in
traditional attire, includ-
ing kurta-pajamas. These
young participants ranged
in age from three to fifteen
years old. Notably, among
them was Sheetal
Devangan, a six-year-old
prodigy who mastered the

Chalisa at an age when
most children are just
learning to speak.
Sheetal’s remarkable tal-
ent has earned her invita-
tions to recite the Chalisa
on various esteemed reli-
gious platforms.

Throughout the day, the
renowned bhajan singer

Mitesh Parmar from
Gondia, along with his fel-
low artists, presented cap-
tivating renditions of bha-
jans, entrancing the audi-
ence. Devotees also im-
mersed themselves in
Garba during the bhajan
performances.

As evening descended,

devotees danced continu-
ously for three hours to
the melodious tunes dedi-
cated to Lord Hanuman
and other deities’ bhajans.
The day culminated in a
grand aarti ceremony fea-
turing the illumination of
1008 lamps.

Notably, during the
Chalisa recitation, special
recognition was extended
to the efforts of Mahant
Ramsundar Das of Dudh
Dhari Math and
Yudhishthir Lal, the head
priest of Shadani Darbar,
who initiated the Chalisa
recitation with the chil-

dren. The event welcomed
dignitaries from various
facets of the Gujarati com-
munity, including Kishan
Mirani, Kirti Vyas, Nitin
Dholakia, Prakash
Barmada, Rajesh Raja,
Shailesh Kariya, Jai Shah,
Girish Dubey, Arun
Shukla, Rajjan Agnihotri,
Hemant Tiwari, Dr.
Rakesh Gupta, Sushil
Sunny Agrawal, and many
others.

This splendid event was
orchestrated with meticu-
lous coordination and or-
ganization by Hitesh
Raychura, Mukesh Shah,
Prakash Pujara, Lalit
Jobanputra, Santosh
Parmar, Anil Raychura,
Gopu Raychura, Neha
Manek, Prerana Bhatt,
Tripti Jhaveri, Nitin
Pomal, among others.

151 children embark on uninterrupted Hanuman Chalisa recital
 Chhattisgarh 

Lohana Mahila
Mandal initiates a
remarkable tradition

DDoonnggaarrggaaoonn,,  OOcctt  0033:: In a heart-
ening display of civic responsi-
bility, the National Service
Scheme (NSS) students, under
the able guidance of Officer
Basant Kumar Yadav, conduct-
ed a robust cleanliness drive at
Kumarada Higher Secondary
School on October 1st. The
event garnered enthusiastic
participation from NSS and Red
Cross students who, armed
with brooms, dustpans, and
garbage bags, embarked on a
mission to make their sur-
roundings pristine, all while

chanting slogans of cleanliness
and echoing “Jai Bharat Mata.”
Their efforts extended far and
wide, covering not only the
school premises and class-
rooms but also the sports
fields, public areas within the
village, street-sides, and the
local market. By actively
engaging in this collective
endeavour, these young volun-
teers aimed to emphasize
responsible waste disposal and
uphold the principles of clean-
liness. Notable figures present
during this commendable ini-

tiative included the school’s
Principal, Milap Das Sahu, lec-
turer Basant Kumar Yadav,
teacher Bharti Yadav, village
Sarpanch Dinesh Thakur,
School Development
Committee President Lalchand
Sahu, along with dedicated
social workers Kishan Sahu,
Navin Sahu, and members of
the Gan Man Citizen Women’s
Association. Together, they
joined hands with the spirited
NSS and Red Cross students to
champion the cause of cleanli-
ness and civic duty.

NSS students spearhead Kumarada
School’s cleanliness campaign

Arang, Oct 03: The cricket
enthusiasts of
Chhattisgarh are on their
way to compete in the
much-anticipated T-10
Tennis Cricket National
Championship in
Chandigarh. The event is
scheduled to run from
October 3 to October 6 and
features the participation
of 30 teams from across the
state. This spirited
Chhattisgarh team in-
cludes five exceptional
players from Arang: Arun
Kumar, Arjun Soni, Tikesh
Patel, Shivam Chandrakar,
and Mahendra Jalkshatri.
Guiding these cricket
prodigies is coach Vishnu
Prasad Dhruv, a distin-
guished figure from Arang.

The team comprises a stel-
lar lineup of players hail-
ing from various regions,
showcasing the state’s
cricket prowess. The roster
includes Arun Kumar,
Arjun Soni, Tikesh Patel,
Shivam Chandrakar,
Mahendra Jalkshatri

(Arang), DJ Mandale
Virkoni, Sumit Dubey
(Rahul Sahu Rajim), Sanat
Sonwani (Abhanpur),
Prakash Yadav (Farfod),
Vincent Luke Harris
(Kawardha), Rakesh
Kansari (Nayapara),
Vasudev Sharma

(Bilaspur), Ayup
Chandrakar (Bagbahara),
Raman Sahu (Lakholi),
with Coach Vishnu Prasad
Dhruv (Arang).

Extending their heartfelt
support and best wishes to
the team, Minister Dr.
Shivkumar Daharia, along-
side Vijay Ratnakar,
General Secretary of the
Chhattisgarh Tennis
Cricket Association, and
members of the Pipila
Welfare Foundation, have
come forward to rally be-
hind these aspiring ath-
letes. Minister Daharia is
widely recognized for his
commitment to encourag-
ing sports activities and
nurturing talent within his
legislative constituency.

State’s Tennis Ball Cricket team gears 
up for national championship Rajim, Oct 03: 

On the occasion of
Gandhi Jayanti, Principal
Santosh Kumar Sahu of
Government Primary
School Devri, affectionate-
ly known as “Prakriti,”
has taken a remarkable
vow that reflects his dedi-
cation to education and
discipline. He has pledged
to wear the government-
prescribed dress code, the
same attire worn by school
children in government
schools, for the duration of
his service in the public
sector.

This dress code includes
items such as trousers,
shirts, shoes, socks, belts,
and ties, all of which stu-
dents are required to pro-
cure at their own expense.
Principal Sahu’s commit-

ment to adhering to this
dress code himself is a
profound gesture aimed at
instilling discipline and a
sense of responsibility in
his students.

Principal Sahu is no
stranger to recognition for
his outstanding contribu-
tions to education. He has
received prestigious
awards such as the
Rajyapal Puraskar,

Gajanand Madhav Mukti
Bodh Samman, and Chief
Minister Gaurav
Alankaran Shikshadoot
Samman from the govern-
ment. In a remarkable act
of generosity, both he and
his wife have chosen to do-
nate their bodies to med-
ical colleges, setting an in-
spiring example of altru-
ism. One of Principal
Sahu’s motivations for this

commitment is the obser-
vation that many students
do not consistently adhere
to the school dress code,
even though the govern-
ment provides them with
the necessary attire.
Instead, students often
come to school in colorful
clothes, and some parents
may not prioritize their
children’s cleanliness and
hygiene.

Understanding the im-
portance of this uniformi-
ty, Principal Sahu has
taken it upon himself to
lead by example. He hopes
that his dedication will in-
spire all students to em-
brace the dress code daily
and encourage parents to
support their children in
maintaining cleanliness
and hygiene standards at
school.

Principal’s remarkable commitment to Govt School dress code

Mungeli, Oct 03: Swami
Atmanand Government
English School in Daupara
set an exemplary standard
by hosting a comprehen-
sive cleanliness and com-
munity service program,
adhering to the directives
of the Chhattisgarh
Education Department
and the District and
Session Judge. The event
encompassed a cleanliness
seminar, a spirited aware-
ness rally, and enthusias-
tic voluntary contribu-
tions within the school’s
precincts.

Dr. I.P. Yadav, the
school’s esteemed princi-
pal, extended a warm wel-
come during the cleanli-
ness seminar. In his ad-
dress, he underscored the
vital role of cleanliness in
averting various diseases.
Dr. Yadav stressed the dual

importance of personal
and environmental hy-
giene, asserting that in
today’s world, cleanliness
is an essential social re-
sponsibility.

Mayank Soni, Secretary
of the Legal Literacy
Authority, emphasized the
intrinsic link between
cleanliness and daily life.
He drew a compelling par-
allel to the heightened em-
phasis on cleanliness dur-

ing the COVID-19 pandem-
ic for the sake of well-
being. Soni encouraged
students to actively partic-
ipate in environmental
conservation by planting
more trees.

Mrs. Shweta Thakar, a
distinguished First-Class
Judicial Magistrate hail-
ing from Mungeli, deliv-
ered a powerful message
on cleanliness. She ap-
pealed to all present to up-

hold both personal and
public hygiene, as it signif-
icantly contributes to indi-
vidual health, mental clar-
ity, and the achievement of
personal goals.

Prominent orator
Mohan Upadhyay under-
scored that the quest for a
cleaner India necessitates
collective effort from
everyone. Following these
enlightening speeches,
students and teachers em-

barked on a spirited clean-
liness rally, marching from
the school to Daupara
Chowk.

The rally culminated
with an inspiring scene as
all participants, including
representatives from the
District and Session
Judge, Neeraj Sharma,
Special Posko Judge P.S.
Markam, and Chief
Magistrate Balram
Devangan, united in clean-
ing the school premises.
The event also saw the
presence of Ramesh
Bunkar, Hiralal Sahu,
Anoop Jain, Kulim
Tanwar, and special guest
Jeeba Tabbsum Parul
Ojha. The program’s
seamless execution was at-
tributed to the diligent co-
ordination by Rahul
Verma, the NSS in-charge
of the school.

Swami Atmanand School conducts cleanliness drive

AArraanngg,,  OOcctt  0033::  In a remarkable
display of civic responsibility,
students from Badri Prasad
Lodhi Postgraduate
Government College in Arang
organized a resounding cleanli-
ness rally on the occasion of
Mahatma Gandhi’s birthday.
This initiative was conducted
under the aegis of the National
Service Scheme (NSS) and was
guided by the college’s
Principal and NSS Officer, Prof.
Dharmendra Ghritlahare.

The event commenced with

enthusiastic NSS volunteers
diligently cleaning their col-
lege premises as part of the
ongoing “Swachhata Hi Seva”
campaign. 

Following this, the spirited
volunteers embarked on a sym-
bolic cleanliness run, carrying
vibrant banners and raising
awareness with spirited slo-
gans. Their journey led them
from the college grounds to the
bustling Indira Gandhi Square,
where they continued their
noble mission by cleaning the

area around the bus stand.
During their drive, the volun-
teers engaged with local citi-
zens and travellers, passion-
ately advocating for cleanli-
ness and encouraging every-
one to contribute to this vital
cause. As a fitting tribute to
Mahatma Gandhi’s legacy, the
participants concluded their
endeavor by offering a heart-
felt rendition of his beloved
hymn, “Raghupati Raghav Raja
Ram,” in front of the King
Mordhawaj statue.

Arang college students 
lead inspiring cleanliness rally
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Hangzhou, Oct 03 (PTI):

Yashasvi Jaiswal smashed a blazing
hundred to lead India to Asian Games
semifinals but cricketers from Nepal
showed a lot of promise by putting up a
fearless fight in their 23-run defeat here
on Tuesday.

Jaiswal, Indian cricket's new pin-up
boy, earned the distinction of being the
youngest T20I centurion from the
country en route his 49-ball-100 that
took India to a healthy 202 for 4. The
men from the Himalayan nation made
a match of it but lack of experience be-
came their undoing as their innings
ended at 179 for 9, ensuring a last four
spot for Ruturaj Gaikwad's men.

No praise would be enough for the
Monty Desai-coached Nepalese side as
the smaller ground dimensions helped
them embarrass two Indian pacers
Arshdeep Singh (2/43) and Avesh Khan
(3/32), who gave away 75 runs in their 8
overs. There is one piece of statistics
that will certainly annoy head coach
VVS Laxman. India, in all, hit 12 sixes

but Nepal batters surpassed them with
14 maximums. It was debutant left-arm
spinner R Sai Kishore (1/25) and IPL
star Ravi Bishnoi (3/24) who actually
controlled the middle overs to save
India from what could have been an
upset. The likes of Kushal Bhurtel,
Kushal Malla, Deependra Airee and
Sundeep Jora are blessed with talent
and hopefully the global cricket estab-
lishment will give them enough expo-
sure to consistently challenge heavy-
weights like they did this day.

Against better teams like
Bangladesh or Pakistan, the Indian

pacers, who bowled too full or too short
will be in trouble keeping the ridicu-
lously short side boundaries into ac-
count. But nothing can take the credit
away from 21-year-old Jaiswal, who en-
thralled the crowd with eight fours and
seven sixes. There was slog sweep off
pacers and spinners, the pick-up pull
behind square, the square cuts, the
heave over cow corner and the deftly
executed lap shot over keeper's head to
reach to 99 before a single took him to
the milestone.

Credit should also be given to Rinku
Singh, who once again enjoyed his role
as a finisher with 37 off 15 balls, includ-
ing 20-odd in the final over which made
the difference in the end.

Hangzhou, Oct 03 (PTI):
The Indian men's kabaddi team,
who are a record seven-time
champions, began their cam-
paign with an emphatic 55-18
win over Bangladesh in a group
fixture at the Asian Games here
on Tuesday. In their bid to regain
the Asian Games gold medal,
the Indians, who slipped to a
bronze at the 2018 edition, took
a 24-9 lead at the half-time.
Naveen Kumar Goyat and Arjun
Deshwal spearheaded their raids
in style to inflict the first all-out
in the 12th minute. Bangladesh
managed to inflict two super-
tackles in the first half on Pawan
Sehrawat and then on Goyat but
that proved insufficient as India
took 12-point lead inside 20 min-
utes. Bangladesh faltered in
their raids as the Indians
extended their lead in the sec-
ond-half and sealed the issue.
The women's kabaddi team, last
edition's silver medallist,
endured a disappointing start
after being held to an unexpect-
ed 34-34 draw by Chinese Taipei
on Monday.

Hangzhou, Oct 03 (PTI):

India's Parul
Chaudhary displayed
tenacity and tremendous
temperament to clinch a
gold medal in the women's
5000m at the Asian Games
here on Tuesday.

The 28-year-old stayed in
the top two before stepping
up in the final moments to
pip Japan's Ririka
Hironaka for the top posi-
tion with a timing of
15:14.75.

Mohammed Afsal
Pulikkalakath fetched a
silver in the men's 800m
with a timing 1:48.43.

For Parul, it was a sec-
ond medal at the continen-
tal championships after
she had claimed a silver in
the women's 3000m
Steeplechase on Monday.

Earlier, Vithya Ramraj,
25, came up with a timing

of 55.68s to claim a bronze
medal in women's 400m
hurdles.

It wasn't her best show
but it was good enough to
secure her a third place.

Bahrain's Oluwakemi
Mujidat Adekoya pro-
duced a games record of
54.45s and Jaidie Mo of
China came up with a sea-
son best of 55.01 to claim
the gold and silver respec-
tively.

The Indian had equalled
PT Usha's 400m hurdle na-
tional record, which was
set in 1984, with a personal
best effort of 55.52s to top
her heat and directly qual-
ify for the final on Monday.

Ramraj was also part of
the Indian quartet, includ-
ing Muhammed Ajmal
Variyathodi, Rajesh
Ramesh and Subha
Venkatesan, that had won
the bronze in mixed team
4x400m relay before it was
upgraded to silver on
Monday after Sri Lanka's
disqualification for lane
infringement.

Hangzhou, Oct 03 (PTI):
India's Vithya Ramraj could
not produce her best show but
it was good enough to secure
her a bronze medal in
women's 400m hurdles at the
Asian Games here on Tuesday.
The 25-year-old came up with
a timing of 55.68s to finish
third, while Bahrain's
Oluwakemi Mujidat Adekoya
produced a games record of
54.45s and Jaidie Mo of China
came up with a season best of
55.01 to claim the gold and sil-
ver respectively. The Indian
had equalled PT Usha's 400m
hurdle national record, which
was set in 1984, with a per-
sonal best effort of 55.52s to
top her heat and directly qual-
ify for the final on Monday.

Ramraj was also part of the
Indian quartet, including
Muhammed Ajmal Variyathodi,
Rajesh Ramesh and Subha
Venkatesan, that had won the
bronze in mixed team 4x400m
relay before it was upgraded
to silver on Monday after Sri
Lanka's disqualification for
lane infringement.

Hangzhou, Oct 03 (PTI):

India's Neeraj Chopra
would seek to defend his
gold medal and end the
season on a high when he
takes the field for the
much-anticipated men's
javelin throw event here
on Wednesday.

It could just be a cake-
walk for India's greatest
athlete as his nearest com-
petitor and world silver
medallist Arshad Nadeem
has pulled out of the

Games due to a chronic
knee injury which has
troubled him for some
time now.

Chopra has won every
competition against
Nadeem, nine in all, in-
cluding the 2018 Asian
Games, where the
Pakistani was third when
the Indian stood on top of
the podium.

"After consulting the
medical personnel, Mr.
Arshad Nadeem has now
decided not to participate
in the Asian Games in
order to prevent any unto-
ward situation that may
hinder his training pro-
gram and participation in
the Paris 2024," Pakistan
contingent issued a press
release.

Hangzhou, Oct 03 (PTI):

Star Indian shuttlers HS
Prannoy, PV Sindhu and
Kidambi Srikanth pro-
gressed to the singles pre-
quarterfinals with
straight-game wins over
their respective opponents
in the badminton competi-
tion at the Asian Games
here on Tuesday.

World no. 7 Prannoy,
who had missed the men's
team championships final
against China due to a
back injury, was back on
the court, dishing out a
clinical performance to ex-
pectedly outwit Mongolia's
Batdavaa Munkhbat 21-9
21-12 in 25 minutes. He will
face Kazakhstan's Dmitriy
Panarin next. Srikanth

also notched up a 21-16 21-
11 win over Korea's Lee
Yun Gyu to set up a clash
with Japan's second seed
Kodai Naruka. Former
world champion Sindhu
also looked good as she
prevailed 21-10 21-15 over

world no. 21 We Chi Hsu of
Chinese Taipei. The last
and only time Sindhu
played Hsu was at the Asia
B a d m i n t o n
Championships in Dubai
earlier this month. Sindhu
will play Indonesia's Putri

Kusuma Wardani next.
However, it was curtains

for Ashmita Chaliha, who
lost 17-21 16-21 to
Indonesia's world no. 7
Gregoria Mariska
Tunjung in 35 minutes.
Both the players had re-
ceived a bye in their open-
ing match.

World no. 17 pair of
Treesa Jolly and Gayatri
Gopichand began their
campaign with a 21-14 21-
12 win over Aminath
Nabeeha Abdul Razzaq
and Fathimath Nabaaha
Abdul Razzaq.

The Commonwealth
Games bronze medallists
will meet third seeded
Korean combination of
Kim So Yeong and Kong
Hee Yong.

Hangzhou, Oct 03 (PTI):

Reigning world champion Ojas
Deotale blazed his way to the final with
a perfect score of 150, while veteran
Abhishek Verma also shone bright to
set up an all-Indian gold medal clash
and assure the county of a top-two fin-
ish in the men's individual compound
archery at the Asian Games, here on
Tuesday.

Seasoned Jyothi Surekha Vennam
also advanced into the women's individ-
ual final at the expense of world cham-
pion Aditi Swami, as the compound
archers led India's charge at the conti-
nental showpiece. India have thus con-
firmed three medals in archery, match-
ing their best-ever feat of 2014 Asian
Games in Incheon where they have won
one gold, one silver and one bronze.

The Indian archers also remained in
the hunt for a podium finish in seven
more events across recurve and com-

pound sections. Fresh from winning the
senior World Championship crown in

Berlin two months back, Deotale was up
against South Korean seventh-seed
Yang Jaewon.

But the 21-year-old Indian did not give
his rival any chance, blazing his way to
all perfect 10s from 15 arrows.

Seven of Deotale's 15 perfect 10s were
closer to the centre (X) as the Indian
youngster celebrated his thumping 150-
146 win by waving to the crowd.

He will face compatriot Verma, who
will be looking to upgrade his 2014 sil-
ver medal in what appears to be his last
Asian Games appearance.

The 34-year-old Verma evicted anoth-
er South Korean, top-seed Joo Jaehoon
with a clinical 147-145 win.

In the women's compound individual
semifinal, Jyothi used all her experi-
ence to prevail over her younger team-
mate Aditi. Eyeing her first individual
gold at the Asian Games, the 27-year-old
multiple World Cup medallist will face
So Chaewon of South Korea in the final.

Hangzhou, Oct 03 (PTI):

Experienced striker
Vandana Katariya, vice-
captain Deep Grace Ekka
and Deepika slammed a
hat-trick each as India
stormed into the semifi-
nals of the women's hock-
ey competition at the
Asian Games with a 13-0
drubbing of Hong Kong in
their final pool match here
on Tuesday.

Vandana (2nd, 16th, 48th
minutes) scored three field
goals, while Deep Grace
(11th, 34th, 42nd) convert-
ed three penalty corners
for India. Deepika (4th,
54th, 58th) was not to be
left behind as she also em-
ulated the feat of her sen-
ior teammates in India's
rout of Hong Kong.

Sangita Kumari (27th,
55th), Monika (7th) and
Navneet Kaur (58th) also
registered their names on
the scoresheet.

India are on top of Pool
A with 10 points from four
games and have much su-
perior goal difference than
second-placed side South

Korea who have seven
points with a match in
hand. South Korea take on
Malaysia in their final
group league match later
on Tuesday. Two teams
from each pool qualify for
the semifinals.

It was a complete domi-
nation from the Indians as
they toyed with Hong
Kong's defence from the
word go to pump in six

goals in the first two quar-
ters and seven more after
half-time.

It took India just two
minutes to surge ahead
when Vandana found the
net from Navneet Kaur's
pass. The Indians soon
earned back-to-back penal-
ty corners but wasted the
chances as Hong Kong de-
fended bravely.

India doubled their lead

from a quick counter-at-
tack through Deepika,
who found the net from
Vandana's assist.

It was raining goals as
Monika and Deep Grace
scored two more in quick
succession to hand India 4-
0 lead at the end of the
first quarter. A minute
into the second quarter,
Vandana scored her sec-
ond with a tomahawk
from edge of the circle.
Three minutes from half-
time, Sangita tapped in
Monika's pass as India en-
joyed a comfortable 6-0
lead at the break. The
trend continued after the
change of ends as India's
relentless pressure result-
ed in seven more goals.
Deep Grace converted two
penalty corners in the
third quarter to complete
her hat-trick. Vandana fol-
lowed suit with another
tomahawk goal to bring up
her hat-trick. Deepika
then converted two penal-
ty corners with scorching
flicks to match her senior
teammates. In between,
Sangita and Navneet also
found the net once each.

India will the second
placed team of Pool B in
the semifinals on
Thursday.

India power into women’s hockey semifinal
Vandana, Deep
Grace, Deepika
slam hat-tricks 

Verma, Deotale set up all-Indian final,
archers assure country of three medals
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Jaiswal hundred helps India
beat Nepal, reach semifinals

IInnddiiaa:: 202/4 in 20 overs (Yashasvi Jaiswal
100 off 49 balls, Rinku Singh 37 not out off
15 balls, Sandeep Lamichhane 1/28, DS
Airee 1/31)
NNeeppaall:: 179/9 in 20 overs (DS Airee 32 off 15
balls, Ravi Bishnoi 3/24, Avesh Khan 3/32)

Brief Scores

India rout
Bangladesh 55-18
in men’s kabaddi

Parul wins gold in women’s 5000m
Mohammed Afsal
and Vithya claims
silver and bronze

Neeraj all set to defend his gold Sindhu, Prannoy, Srikanth enter pre-quarterfinalsVithya Ramraj wins bronze
in women’s 400m hurdles
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Jagdalpur, Oct 03 (PTI) 

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday inaugu-
rated development projects
worth more than Rs 26,000
crore in poll-bound
Chhattisgarh, where he said
the dream of a developed
Bharat will be realised only
when all states, districts
and villages become devel-
oped.

He was speaking at an
event held at the Lalbag
Maidan in Jagdalpur, the
headquarter of Bastar dis-

trict, where he dedicated to
the nation the NMDC Steel
Ltd’s steel plant at
Nagarnar village, located
around 22 km away from
here, and virtually flagged
off a new train between
Tadoki and Raipur in the
state.

It was PM Modi’s fourth
visit in the last two-and-half
months to the Congress-
ruled state, where assem-
bly elections are due by
this year-end.

The prime minister said
the government was mak-

ing all possible efforts to
make the lives of
Chhattisgarh’s people easi-
er. “Today, Chhattisgarh is
receiving development
projects worth around Rs
27,000 crore and these new

projects will open up ample
employment opportunities
for the people of the state,
expedite its progress and
create an environment for
business activities,” Modi
said.

‘Centre making efforts to make life
easier for the people of Chh’garh’

TRIAL RUN

Bhopal Metro train runs on a track during its final trial run from Subhash Nagar Depot to Rani Kamlapati Railway
Station, in Bhopal, Tuesday.

During the event, the PM
inaugurated a new rail line
between Antagarh and Tadoki
and a rail line doubling proj-
ect between Jagdalpur and
Dantewada. He also laid the
foundation stone of
Boridand-Surajpur rail line
doubling project and redevel-
opment of Jagdalpur Station
under Amrit Bharat Station
Scheme.

The prime minister also
inaugurated a road upgrada-
tion project from ‘Kunkuri
(Jashpur district) to
Chhattisgarh - Jharkhand
Border section’ of National
Highway-43. Expressing hap-
piness that Chhattisgarh has
completed the work of 100
per cent electrification of

railway tracks, he said,
“Vande Bharat train is also
operating in the state. More
than 30 stations of
Chhattisgarh are being
upgraded under Amrit Bharat
Station Yojana. Of which the
foundation stone for redevel-
opment of 7 stations has
already been done. Along
with Bilaspur, Raipur and
Durg station, today Jagdalpur
station has been added to this
list.” In the coming days,
Jagdalpur station will become
the main centre of the city
and passenger facilities here
will be upgraded, he said,
adding that in the last nine
years, free Wi-Fi facility has
been provided at more than
120 stations in the state.

PM Modi with others flags off the Taroki-Raipur DEMU
train service during the foundation stone laying ceremony
of various developmental projects, at Jagdalpur, in Bastar
district, Tuesday.

PM dedicates new rail projects

Chennai, Oct 03 (PTI) 

The Madras High Court
has held that the concept
of communal reservation
or reservation for
Scheduled Castes,
Scheduled Tribes and
other Backward Classes of
citizens would not apply to
minority institutions.

The first bench com-
prising Chief Justice S V
Gangapurwala and
Justice P D Audikesavalu
gave the ruling while part-
ly allowing an appeal and
a petition from Justice
Basheer Ahmed Syed
College for Women
(Autonomous) in the city,
assailing a November 2021
order, rejecting the exten-
sion of religious minority
status to the college.

The college also sought
a direction to issue the
Permanent Religious
Minority status certifi-
cate.

Though reservation was
made applicable to the so-

cially and educationally
Backward Classes of citi-
zens, the SCs and the STs
for admission, from the
educational institutions,
the minority educational
institutions were con-
sciously excluded from
the operation of Article
15(5) of the Constitution of
India, the bench said.

It noted that Article
15(5) of the Constitution
does not empower the
State to compel a minority
educational institution to
admit students from the
Scheduled Castes or
Scheduled Tribes or
Backward Classes of citi-
zens.

A minority institution
was permitted to admit 50
per cent of the students
from a minority commu-
nity and the remaining 50
per cent from other com-
munities, it said.

In view of that also, the
policy of Communal
Reservation cannot be im-
plemented i.e., reservation
for the Scheduled Castes,
the Scheduled Tribes and
the Other Backward

Classes, the bench added.
Quashing the govern-

ment order, which refused
the extension of Religious
(Muslim) Minority status
to the petitioner institu-
tion, the court said in case
the petitioner complies
with all other require-
ments, then the authori-
ties shall permit the col-
lege to function as a mi-
nority educational institu-
tion, unless the minority
status was cancelled by
the National Commission
for Minority Educational
institutions.

“The Minority status is
not a tenure status, ergo is
not for a limited period,”
the bench pointed out.

It further held that com-
petent authority may
adopt regulatory meas-
ures and supervisory
measures, such as periodi-
cal calling for the list of
members of the govern-
ing board of the college
and the Memorandum
and Bylaws, so as to moni-
tor that the Institution
was manned by the mem-
bers of the minority.

‘Concept of SC/ST, OBC reservation
would not apply to minority institutions’

HC RULING

Ahmedabad, Oct 03 (PTI) 

Hindu right-wing ac-
tivists staged a protest on
Tuesday and the Gujarat
government ordered a
probe after Hindu stu-
dents were allegedly asked
to perform namaz as part
of an awareness program
at a private school here.

Videos of the protest
showed a teacher being
beaten up.

The state government
ordered an inquiry into
the program organised at
Kalorex Future School, lo-
cated in Ghatlodia area of
the city, on September 29.

The intention behind or-
ganizing the program in
question was only to make
students aware of the
practices of different reli-
gions and no student was
forced to perform the

Islamic prayer, the school
said, while also tendering
an apology.

In a video of the event,
which was later removed
from the school’s
Facebook page, a student
of the primary section can
be seen performing
namaz. Then, four other
students join him in
singing ‘Lab pe aati hai
dua’, a prayer, in the
Islamic way.

Activists of the Akhil
Bharatiya Vidyarthi
Parishad, Bajrang Dal and
other right-wing organisa-
tions staged a protest on
the school premises.

“It seems that some peo-
ple want to disturb the
peaceful atmosphere of
the state by organising
such programs in schools.
Students who took part in
that program may not be
even aware what exactly
they were doing. This is
not at all acceptable,” said
Minister of State for
Primary, Secondary and
Adult Education Praful

Pansheriya. “We will con-
duct an investigation to
find out the mentality and
intention behind organis-
ing such a program and
then appropriate action
will be taken. We will not
spare those who have done
anything wrong,” the min-
ister added.

“We came across a video
which showed that Hindu
students of this school
were forced to perform
namaz during an activity.
Following our protest, the
school management has
tendered an apology and
also given an assurance
that such activities will
not be conducted in the fu-
ture because only Hindu
students have taken ad-
mission here,” said Meet
Bhavsar, Gujarat ABVP’s
media coordinator.

A teacher seen playing a
musical instrument in the
event’s video was thrashed
by the activists as well as
angry parents during the
protest on Tuesday, some
viral videos showed.

Students perform namaz
during school program
Gujarat govt orders
probe following
protest

New Delhi, Oct 03 (PTI) 

After the Congress
strongly batted for a nation-
al caste census with the as-
sertion that rights should
be proportionate to the pop-
ulation, senior party leader
Abhishek Singhvi on
Tuesday struck a note of
caution, saying it will even-
tually culminate into ma-
joritarianism.

The remarks by Singhvi,
a spokesperson of the party
and a member of its apex
decision-making body
Congress Working
Committee, countered the
pitch for “‘Jitni abaadi,
utna haq’ (rights propor-
tionate to the population)”
made by Rahul Gandhi and

other leaders following the
release of Bihar caste cen-
sus on Monday.

“Equality of opportunity
is never the same as equali-
ty of outcomes. People en-
dorsing #jitniabadiutnahaq
have to first completely un-
derstand the consequences
of it. It will eventually cul-
minate into majoritarian-
ism,” Singhvi said on X.

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi while
speaking at a poll rally in
Jagdalpur said the
Congress should clarify
whether rights can be given
in proportion to the “abaa-
di” (population) and assert-
ed that poor people have the
first right over the coun-
try’s resources.

Modi also asked whether
the grand old party wants
to decrease the rights of
Muslims.

On Monday, former
Congress president Rahul
Gandhi said the caste cen-
sus of Bihar has proved
that 84 per cent of people in
the state are OBCs, SCs and
STs and their rights should
be according to their 
population.

Singhvi goes against party
line on caste count

Abhishek Singhvi

New Delhi, Oct 03 (PTI) 

Opposition parties on
Tuesday slammed the
Centre over raids on jour-
nalists linked with
NewsClick portal, alleging
the “coercive” actions
were directed only against
those who speak truth to
power, even as the govern-
ment asserted that probe
agencies are independent
and work in accordance
with law.

The Congress alleged
the raids were a “fresh dis-
traction” from the “explo-
sive” findings of the caste
survey in Bihar and the
growing demand for a
caste census across the
country. In a statement,
Opposition bloc INDIA
strongly condemned the
raids and alleged the BJP
government’s “coercive”
actions are directed only
against those who speak
truth to power and not
against those who spread
hatred and divisiveness.

However, Union
Information and
Broadcasting Minister
Anurag Thakur said probe
agencies in the country
are independent and work
as per law.

“I need not justify the
raid. If someone has done
something wrong, probe
agencies work on it...
Nowhere is it written that
if you have got money

through illegal manner or
done something objection-
able, probe agencies can-
not investigate that,”
Thakur said in response to
queries at a press confer-
ence in Bhubaneswar.

“The probe agencies are
independent and they
work as per the law.”

The Delhi Police’s
Special Cell on Tuesday
searched 30 locations con-
nected with online news

portal NewsClick and its
journalists in a case filed
under the anti-terror law
UAPA following allega-
tions that it received
money for pro-China prop-
aganda.

Some journalists, in-
cluding Urmilesh and
Abhishar Sharma, were
taken to the Lodhi Road
Special Cell office for ques-
tioning. Sources said that
they have posed a list of 25

questions to them.
The Indian National

Developmental Inclusive
Alliance (INDIA) said in
its statement that the gov-
ernment has also tried to
convert the media into a
mouthpiece for its parti-
san and ideological inter-
ests by allegedly facilitat-
ing the takeover of media
organisations by crony
capitalists.

“Both the government
and its ideologically
aligned organisations
have resorted to reprisals
against individual jour-
nalists who spoke truth to
power. Furthermore, the
BJP government has also
spearheaded regressive
policies like the
Information Technology
Rules 2021 that constrict
the media from reporting
objectively. In doing so, the
BJP is not only hiding its
sins of omissions and
commission from the peo-
ple of India, it is also com-
promising India’s global
standing as a mature
democracy,” the opposi-
tion alliance said in the
statement.

“The BJP government’s
coercive actions are in-
variably directed against
only those media organi-
sations and journalists
that speak truth to power.
Ironically, the BJP govern-
ment is paralysed when it
comes to taking action
against those journalists
inciting hatred and divi-
siveness in the nation,” it
said.

Oppn slams raids on News Click portal
Govt says agencies
work as per law

Various organisations,
including the Editors Guild of
India, condemned the Delhi
Police raids on news portal
NewsClick and its scribes on
Tuesday, with some claiming
that it was an attempt to
“muzzle” press freedom.

The Editors Guild of India
(EGI) issued a statement say-
ing it was deeply concerned
about the raids at the resi-
dences of senior journalists
early this morning. These
raids are yet another attempt
to “muzzle the media”, it
said.

“We remind the govern-
ment of the importance of an
independent media in a func-
tioning democracy, and urge
it to ensure that the fourth
pillar is respected, nurtured
and protected,” the guild
said. “While we recognise
that the law must take its
course if actual offences are
involved, the due process has
to be followed. The investiga-
tion of specific offences must

not create a general atmos-
phere of intimidation under
the shadow of draconian
laws, or impinge on the free-
dom of expression and the
raising of dissenting and crit-
ical voices,” it added.

Through a post on ‘X’, the
Press Club of India said it
was deeply concerned about
the raids. “We are monitoring
the developments and will be
releasing a detailed state-
ment. The PCI stands in soli-
darity with the journalists
and demands the govern-
ment to come out with
details,” it said.

A spontaneous protest
meeting was held at the
Press Club of India here
against the police action. The
meeting resolved to continue
the protest to defend media
freedom.

The Indian Women Press
Corps (IWPC) demanded that
“this harassment” of the
media by government agen-
cies should stop.

Journalist bodies condemn raid 
New Delhi, Oct 03 (PTI) 

A study by IIM-
Bangalore has found that
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s month-
ly ‘Mann ki Baat’ broad-
cast succeeded in popu-
larising a host of policy
initiatives centred
around issues like the
welfare of girls, yoga and
the use of Khadi.

Modi shared the collab-
orative study by the IIM
and State Bank of India
on his website, noting
that his broadcast has
completed nine years.

The interesting study
highlights some of the
themes covered and their
societal impact, he said,
adding that it is amazing
how several life journeys
and collective efforts
have been celebrated
through the medium.

The research has
analysed the impact of
105 episodes of the pro-
gramme in the last nine
years and has assessed
the lasting impact of
changes (both tangible
and intangible) brought
in by the powerful and
strategic medium of
communication that is
Mann Ki Baat, it said.

This report has also fo-
cused on analysing the
policy implication of
Mann Ki Baat using
Natural Language
Processing (NLP), it
added.

“Beti Bachao Beti
Padhao scheme launched
in Jan 2015, gained trac-
tion in Google searches
popularity after Mann Ki
Baat in Jan 2015.

“It has further gained
Google searches popular-
ity after continuous
Mann Ki Baat mentions
for 2 years. Sukanya
Samriddhi Yojana (SSY)
launched as a part of Beti
Bachao Beti Padhao
Campaign has been a
large success,” it said,
sharing graphics.

The SSY is a small de-
posit scheme of the gov-
ernment meant exclu-
sively for a girl child.

“Yoga, the word which
has been around since
time eternal, gained pop-
ularity in Google search-
es after Mann ki Baat
on Dec 14, but after
heavyweight commu-
nication on Mann Ki
Baat in May and June
2015, it has gained pop-
ularity enough to in-
crease the mean of
google search popular-
ity,” the study said.

On Khadi, it said,
“Khadi gained im-
mense popularity dur-
ing our freedom strug-
gle, but with changing
times, it was losing its
popularity.”

With Mann Ki Baat,
Khadi has gained im-

mense popularity and a
concomitant rise in
sales. Social media cov-
erage of Khadi has
gone up too, it said.

Popular interest in
Mudra loan, Statue of
Unity and millets also
surged following their
mentions by the prime
minister in his radio
programme, it said,
sharing related graphs.

On COVID-19, it said,
“Average Covid Panic
Index 2020-22 was one
of the lowest in India
with continuous posi-
tive communication
through Mann Ki
Baat.”

“It has been found
that there was a 25 per
cent increase in aver-
age searches about
Swami Vivekananda
after it was mentioned
in the Mann ki Baat

episode,” it added.

‘Mann ki Baat’ mentions boosted traction 
of policy initiatives, other issues

IIM STUDY
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