
Group photo
NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  All members
of Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha have been called
for a group photograph
on Tuesday morning,
according to an official
bulletin. Parliamentary
proceedings will move to
the new Parliament build-
ing later on Tuesday.
According to the bulletin
issued by the Lok Sabha
Secretariat, all MPs have
been called for a group
photograph at 9.30 am on
Tuesday. MPs were also
being issued new identity
cards to enter the new
Parliament building.

Police remand
NNuuhh::  A court on Sunday
extended by two days the
police remand of
Congress MLA Mamman
Khan, who has been
arrested in connection
with the July 31 commu-
nal violence in Haryana's
Nuh district. Meanwhile,
the state government has
again ordered suspension
of mobile internet and
bulk SMS services in the
district till Tuesday mid-
night. Khan's remand was
extended by two more
days in connection with
an FIR registered at the
Nagina police station,
officials said.

Fellowship 
GGuuwwaahhaattii:: Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma has been bestowed
with the Lee Kuan Yew
Exchange Fellowship of
Singapore, an official
release said on Sunday.
As part of the Fellowship,
Sarma has been extended
an invitation to visit
Singapore as a Lee Kuan
Yew Fellow for his "dedi-
cated leadership" in pub-
lic works and develop-
ment, the statement said. 

Hospitalised
CChhhhaattrraappaattii
SSaammbbhhaajjiinnaaggaarr:: Maratha
quota activist Manoj
Jarange, who recently
observed fast for 16 days,
was admitted to a hospi-
tal here in Maharashtra
on Sunday, a doctor said.
He said Jarange's blood
pressure is a bit low but
his overall health parame-
ters are normal. "Jarange
has lost 8-10 kgs of
weight during the hunger
strike. His blood pressure
is a bit low. The Kidney
Function test (KFT) was
normal on Sunday. 

Rescue
UUjjjjaaiinn:: An Indian Air Force
(IAF) chopper on Sunday
rescued a pregnant woman
and two other members of
her family from the rooftop
of their house located in a
flooded agricultural field in
Ujjain district of Madhya
Pradesh, an official said.
Amid incessant rains in
Ujjain district, the informa-
tion was received that a
man is stranded with his
pregnant wife in their
house in a flooded area in
Semalia village under
Badnagar tehsil, 
said district collector
Kumar Purushottam.
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PM  Modi travels via
metro on his way to
inaugurate IICC, in New
Delhi, Sunday.

Low34 27High
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Colombo, Sep 17 (PTI):

Mohammed Siraj pro-
duced a sensational spell
as India thrashed Sri
Lanka by 10 wickets to
win the Asia Cup here on
Sunday. Siraj helped India
dismiss Sri Lanka for a
paltry 50 with a six-wicket
haul in the final.

After a couple of tight
games, it seemed like the
2023 Asia Cup was head-
ing towards an exciting fi-
nale but the title bout
turned out to be an anti-
climax as Mohammed
Siraj singlehandedly de-
molished Sri Lanka in the
blink of an eye. It was
India's seventh 50-over
Asia Cup title, to go with
one in the T20 format in
2016.

In overcast conditions,
Siraj got the new ball to
move around and picked
up 6 for 21, the fourth-best
ODI figures for India. He
took just 16 balls for his
first five wickets - the

joint-fastest five-for in
ODIs (where
ESPNcricinfo has the data

recorded) alongside Sri
Lanka's Chaminda Vaas
and USA's Ali Khan. As a

result, Sri Lanka were all
out for 50 - their second-
lowest ODI total - with

only two batters reaching
double digits. The whole
innings lasted just 15.2
overs, the fifth-shortest in
ODIs overall.

In response, Shubman
Gill and Ishan Kishan,
opening the innings in
place of Rohit Sharma,
took just 6.1 overs to com-
plete the formalities.

The two India openers
hit nine fours between
them; all Sri Lanka bat-
ters combined hit five.

After losing the toss,
Rohit Sharma said that he
too had wanted to bat first
on what he called "a dry
wicket". But ten minutes
before the scheduled start,
it started raining. Perhaps
that changed the whole
situation.

Brief scores: Sri Lanka
50 all out in 15.2 overs
(Kusal Mendis 17;
Mohammed Siraj 6/21,
Hardik Pandya 3/3). India
51 for no loss in 6.1 overs
(Shubman Gill 27 not out,
Ishan Kishan 23 not out).

Siraj stars as India win Asia Cup crown

Raipur, Sep 17: The
fourth and final meeting of
the G20 Framework
Working Group (FWG)
under India's G20
Presidency will be held in
Chhattisgarh's capital
Raipur from September 18,
an official said on Sunday.

More than 65 delegates
from G20 member and in-
vitee countries and vari-
ous international and re-
gional organisations will
participate in the two-day
meeting at Mayfair resort
in Nava Raipur, the official
said.

Chandni Raina, advisor
to the Union Finance
Ministry and Sam Beckett,
chief economic Adviser,

HM Treasury, UK will
chair the meeting, he said.

The FWG facilitates dis-
cussions on the latest glob-
al economic outlook and
policy guidance on key
macroeconomic issues, he
said.

The deliverables from
this working group under
the 2023 Indian Presidency
have been successfully
concluded and are re-
ferred to in the New Delhi
Leaders Declaration: G20
Report on Macroeconomic
Impacts of Food and
Energy Insecurity and G20
Report on Macroeconomic

Risks Stemming from
Climate Change and
Transition Pathways, he
said. The upcoming meet-
ing will take stock of the
discussions in the FWG in
2023 and explore future
areas of work, the official
said. On the sidelines of
the meeting, the Reserve
Bank of India will host a
series of Jan Bhagidari

events, including panel
discussions on digital
banking and financial in-
clusion, he said.

New Delhi, Sep 17 (PTI):
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday launched
Rs 13,000-crore PM
Vishwakarma Yojana
(scheme) for traditional ar-
tisans and craftsmen, and
inaugurated the Rs 5,400-
crore first phase of state-
of-the art India
International Convention

and Expo Centre (IICC) --
'Yashobhoomi' -- at
Dwarka, here. "Today I
dedicate 'Yashobhoomi' to
every labourer, every
'Vishwakarma' of the na-
tion," Modi said.

The prime minister fur-
ther said that today there
is such a government in
the country that provides

recognition to margin-
alised people. He also un-
veiled 18 customised stamp
sheets covering the 18 tra-
ditional trades whose
workers are covered under
the scheme, along with a
toolkit e-booklet on the oc-
casion of the launch of the
Vishwakarma scheme.

Raipur, Sep 17: A video of
a Congress MLA from
Chhattisgarh purportedly
sitting in front of bundles
of cash has triggered a
row with the BJP raising
allegations of "corrup-
tion" in the state whereas
the legislator in question
said it was a conspiracy to
malign his image.

Chhattisgarh BJP gen-
eral secretary OP
Choudhary on Sunday
shared this video on his
social media handle claim-
ing Congress has made
Chhattisgarh a den of cor-
ruption.

The video clip shows
MLA Ramkumar Yadav
sitting on a sofa placed be-
side a bed where bundles
of cash are kept. Another
man is seen sitting along

with Yadav, while the face
of a third person sitting
beside the cash on bed is
not seen.

New Delhi, Sep 17 (PTI):
Several parties, in-

cluding from the ruling
and opposition sides, on
Sunday made a strong
pitch for tabling and pas-
sage of the women's reser-
vation bill during the five-
day Parliament session be-
ginning Monday.

At an all-party meeting
convened by the govern-
ment, several leaders said
the long-pending bill
should be tabled and
hoped that it can be passed
with consensus.

The bill seeks to reserve
one-third of all seats for
women in the Lok Sabha
and the state legislative as-

semblies. "All opposition
parties demanded the pas-
sage of women's reserva-
tion bill in this Parliament
session," Congress leader
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury
said. BJP ally and NCP
leader Praful Patel said,
"We appeal to govt to pass
the women's reservation
bill in this Parliament ses-
sion." "We are hopeful that
women's reservation bill
will be passed with con-
sensus if tabled in

Parliament," he added.
Patel also said that
Parliament will shift to the
new building on auspi-
cious occasion of Ganesh
Chaturthi on Tuesday.

Chowdhury told re-
porters that the govern-
ment had informed them
it was a regular session of
Parliament. "Only the gov-
ernment knows what its
intention is. It may sur-
prise everyone with some
new agenda," he said,

Kota (Rajasthan), Sep
17 (PTI): Student suicides
in coaching hub Kota
have not just become a
topic of debate for various
stakeholders including
politicians, institutions,
police and parents but
was also the subject of a
psychologist's PhD re-
search.

Dinesh Sharma, head of
the psychology depart-
ment at Government
Nursing College here, had
counselled over 400 stu-
dents taking coaching for
engineering and medical
entrance exams.

He decided to do his
PhD on stress levels and
different issues bothering
students and pitched it to
the Jaipur National
University. He finished
his PhD last month and
has also submitted his
thesis to the district ad-

ministration which is ex-
perimenting with several
measures to battle student
suicides. Twenty-three
coaching students in Kota

have ended their lives this
year so far, the highest
ever number. Last year,
the figure was 15.

Sharma's thesis has sev-
eral recommendations for
the stakeholders to ensure
students do not struggle
with depression and do
not feel compelled to take
the extreme step.

"When I counselled the
coaching students, I re-
alised how this subject
has never been studied in
depth. Several measures
have been attempted but
they are just stopgap
arrangements which are
also not clearly working.

I started researching
on it and realised that bar-
ring few papers there is
no published work on the
subject and hence I decid-
ed to do the first PhD on
the topic," Sharma told
PTI in an interview.

Kanker, Sep 17 (PTI): A
36-year-old constable of
Chhattisgarh Armed
Force (CAF) allegedly
committed suicide by
shooting himself with his
service weapon in the
state's Kanker district, po-
lice said on Sunday.

Chandrasekhar Yadav,
who belonged to CAF's
15th battalion, ended his
life by shooting himself
with an Insas rifle when
he was on security duty at
Halba police chowki under
Narharpur police station
limits late Saturday night,
a senior official here said.

His colleagues rushed
him to a nearby hospital
where he was declared
brought dead, the official
said. "Yadav was a native
of neighbouring
Dhamtari district. The

exact reason why Yadav
took this step is yet to be
ascertained and further
probe is underway," he
said.

Last month, an
Inspector of Commando
Battalion for Resolute
Action (CoBRA), the jun-
gle warfare unit of CRPF,
had allegedly committed
suicide by shooting him-
self with his service rifle
in Bijapur district.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  SSeepp  1177::  

A new session of
Parliament is set to begin
from Monday amid an intense
buzz on whether the govern-
ment will have some surprise
item up its sleeve during the
five-day sitting that will see a
discussion on Parliament's 75-
year journey and take up for
consideration four bills,
including one on appointment
of election commissioners.

With Vice President and
Rajya Sabha Chairman
Jagdeep Dhankhar hoisting
the national flag at the new
Parliament building on
Sunday morning, the develop-
ment is being seen as a pre-
cursor to Parliament shifting
to its new home during the
session. The unusual timing of
the session has left everyone
wondering, even though the

main standout feature on the
listed agenda is a special dis-
cussion on Parliament's jour-
ney of 75 years starting from
the "Samvidhan Sabha"
(Constituent Assembly).

The government enjoys the
prerogative of tabling in
Parliament some new legisla-
tion or other items that might
not have been part of the list-
ed agenda.

Commenting on the listed
agenda, he had said it "is
much ado about nothing" and
all this could have waited till
the Winter session in
November.

The government has also
listed the bill on the appoint-
ment of the Chief Election
Commissioner and other elec-
tion commissioners to be
taken up for consideration
and passage during the ses-
sion.

New Delhi, Sep 17 (PTI):
Santiniketan, the famed
place in West Bengal
where poet Rabindranath
Tagore built Visva-Bharati
over a century ago, has
been inscribed on the UN-
ESCO World Heritage List.

The world body made
the announcement in a
post on 'X' on Sunday. "New
inscription on the @UN-
ESCO #WorldHeritage

List: Santiniketan, #India.
Congratulations!" it post-
ed. India had been striving
for long to get a UNESCO
tag for this cultural site lo-
cated in Birbhum district.

A few months ago, the
landmark site was recom-
mended for inclusion in
the UNESCO World
Heritage List by interna-
tional advisory body ICO-
MOS.

Santiniketan inscribed on
UNESCO World Heritage List

Modi launches Rs 13,000-cr PM Vishwakarma Yojana

PM Modi during the inauguration of India International Convention
and Expo Centre (IICC), in New Delhi, Sunday.

About the scheme
Under PM Vishwakarma
scheme, artisans and
craftspeople will be provid-
ed recognition through PM
Vishwakarma certificate
and ID card, credit support
up to Rs 1 lakh (first
tranche) and Rs 2 lakh
(second tranche) with a
concessional interest rate
of 5 per cent.

 Inaugurates 
mega convention centre
'Yashobhoomi'

G20 FWG meet in state capital from today
 To take stock of 

discussions in the FWG
in 2023 & explore
future areas of work

CM to attend.... 
Speaking to reporters here,
Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel
said he will attend the G20
FWG programme on Monday.

RBI to host Jan
Bhagidari events

On the sidelines of the meet-
ing, the Reserve Bank of India
will host a series of Jan
Bhagidari events, including
panel discussions on digital
banking and financial inclu-
sion, financial literacy
programmes, a G20 awareness
programme, a painting con-
test and a slogan-writing con-
test, the official said.

Delegates to enjoy local culture....
The delegates will also be hosted for 'Ratri Bhoj Par Samvad' (con-
versation over dinner) and a cultural event, which will enable them
to enjoy the unique cuisine and cultural richness of Chhattisgarh, the
official added. The delegates attending the FWG meeting will be pre-
sented gift hampers featuring unique products derived from forest
produce, an official from the state public relations department said.
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BJP for action as video of Cong MLA sitting
in front of bundles of cash goes viral

Video clip shows MLA
Ramkumar Yadav sitting
on a sofa placed beside a
bed where bundles of
cash are kept.

What video shows....
The video clip shows MLA Ramkumar Yadav sitting on a sofa
placed beside a bed where bundles of cash are kept. Another
man is seen sitting along with Yadav, while the face of a third
person sitting beside the cash on bed is not seen.

What BJP said.....
"Will Congress accept this
video in which bundles of
notes are placed in front of
its MLA or if it has any doubt
over the video, will it show
the courage to hand over the
matter to CBI for investiga-
tion?" Chhattisgarh BJP gen-
eral secretary OP Choudhary
wrote on X. He said Yadav,
who represents the
Chandrapur constituency,
identifies himself as poor and
lives in a house under the
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana. 

What MLA said.......
Hitting back, MLA Ramkumar
Yadav dubbed the video as a
conspiracy to malign his
image by some "feudalists
who can't digest when a son
of poor becomes MLA".
"Those who have posted this
video only can tell its objec-
tive. Neither I am looking at
the money nor was my atten-
tion towards it. I was just sit-
ting there and something was
being told to me. It seems it
was posted just to malign my
image as I come from a poor
family," he claimed.

Amid ‘surprise’ buzz, Parl
session to begin from today

CAF cop shoots self dead
with service weapon 

About the incident
Chandrasekhar Yadav, who
belonged to CAF's 15th bat-
talion, ended his life by
shooting himself with an
Insas rifle when he was on
security duty at Halba police
chowki under Narharpur
police station limits late
Saturday night. 

Kota student suicides subject of psychologist’s PhD

Dinesh Sharma, Psychology
HOD, Government Nursing

College in Kota who has 
conducted first PhD on student

suicides in coaching hub.
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Raipur, Sep 17: Foreign
delegates have started ar-
riving in Raipur to attend
the fourth Framework
Working Group meeting of
G-20 in Nava Raipur,
Chhattisgarh. These for-
eign delegates reaching
Raipur are being wel-
comed in traditional style
of Chhattisgarh. Girls
dressed in Chhattisgarhi
attire applied ‘tilak’ to for-
eign delegates and offered
them ‘Chhattisgarhi gam-
chha’.

Artists were seen per-
forming ‘Raut Nacha’ out-
side the airport to welcome
foreign guests. The sum-
mit of the fourth working
group of the G-20 group is
going to be held in Nava
Raipur on 18 and 19
September.. Nava Raipur

has been decorated on the
theme of Chhattisgarhi
culture for the G-20 meet-
ing. When more than 50
VIPs from 20 countries
reached Chhattisgarh for
the summit of the fourth
working group of the G-20
group, they were wel-
comed in a traditional
manner by folk artist
group of Rikhi Kshatriya.
To welcome the foreign

guests, Rikhi’s group re-
mained fully dressed in
Chhattisgarhi colours.
Rikhi Kshatriya, a resi-
dent of Maroda Sector of
Bhilai, said that foreign
guests were welcomed in
Chhattisgarh with ‘sandal-
wood tilak’ at the airport
and presentation of
‘Chhattisgarhi gamchha’.
The delegates coming from
abroad will be given cook-

ies made from millets
grown in the state in a gift
pack. The honey found in
the forests of Chhattisgarh
is considered to be one of
the purest and tastiest
honey in the country. Aloe
vera gel and Ashwagandha
powder produced in
Chhattisgarh will be given
as gifts to the delegates.

They will also be given
gifts of Bastar art as a
token. A statue made of
Dhokra art is set in a
frame. The theme of this
art is about four tribal
girls. They are dancing
and holding each other’s
hands. Through this stat-
ue, the delegates will be
able to get a glimpse of the
beauty of Bastar and the
richness of folk life. As
many as 12 ASPs, 25 DSPs,
50 Inspectors and 600
jawans have been deployed
for the security of the
meeting.

Foreign delegates traditionally welcomed 
On arrival to attend
G-20 meeting 

BEST OF IDOLS

Devotees are selecting best of the idols in the market for the ten-day Ganesh
Chaturthi festival beginning tomorrow.

Raipur, Sep 17: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
commenting upon the
charges by BJP leader OP
Choudhary about Congress
MLA Ramkumar Yadav
seen with bundle of notes
questioned as to whether
someone lamented charges
that he (MLA) has been
given money or accepting is
taking it and all such
charges are baseless allega-
tions.

Coming back from CWC
meeting held at Hyderabad
and speaking to media per-
sons at the airport, CM
Baghel charged on BJP

leader OP Choudhary that
earlier also he had posted a
video of SECL and now is
posting all sorts of Tweets
and for this OP Choudhary
has been given the responsi-
bility. Baghel said that he
was given the responsibili-
ty to ensure sufficient
crowd in Science College,
but he could not and in
order to handle the situa-

tion now and to improve
upon the situation, he is
making all sorts of state-
ments.

About the two-day
Congress Working
Committee (CWC) meeting
in Hyderabad, CM Baghel
informed that 17 Sept 1948
is an important day for
Hyderabad, as it got liberat-
ed on this day and for which
this programme was organ-
ized. The meeting was
chaired by AICC National
President Mallikarjun
Kharge and Sonia Gandhi
presided over it. In this
meeting discussions were
held on various issues relat-
ed to the forthcoming
Vidhan Sabha and Lok
Sabha polls. In this the PCC
Chiefs and members of
Central Action Committee
were also called.

No one has raised allegations of giving
money or MLA accepting it: Baghel

Choudhary trying to
improve upon his
post-Science College
flop-show

Raipur, Sep 17: Fiercely
targeting Bhupesh
Government the State BJP
General Secretary OP
Choudhary alleged that the
Congressmen became nerv-
ous, fearing their defeat in
upcoming elections. Rumors
were spread about PM
Narendra Modi’s meeting
that the Prime Minister was
not coming, yet despite tor-
rential rains the number of
people turned out to be in
lakhs, Choudhary said at a
press conference here today.

Choudhary said that
Congress was terrified due
to the fear of being ousted
from power. Initially a
rumor was spread regard-
ing Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s program
in Raigarh that Modi was
not coming. But when lakhs
of people came to listen to

Modi despite heavy rain and
Modi exposed the misdeeds
of Congress, the anti-nation-
al policies of Congress and
the reality of Congress’s
corrupt, useless and scam-
oriented Chhattisgarh gov-
ernment, he said.

Choudhary said that the
Congressmen did not desist
from making false allega-
tions on the Prime
Minister’s statement. Mafia
rule is going on in the entire
state, he said, adding that
Congress MLAs are playing

the game of lakhs and a
story related to this has
gone viral on the internet
media. Commenting over a
viral video of Congress
MLA from Chandrapur
with a bundle of notes,
Choudhary said that the CM
and Congress should an-
swer to this. Instead of tak-
ing action on the video of
coal mafia, an FIR was
lodged against him, he said.
Should CBI investigation be
initiated on MLA’s viral
video? he asked.

Bhupesh govt making false 
allegations against PM: BJP

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Sep 17:
Collector Dr. Sarveshwar
Narendra Bhure ob-
served the wall painting
and beautification done
on Late Rajiv Gandhi
Marg in the capital today.
To welcome the meeting
of the Working Group of
the Fourth Framework of
the G-20, wall painting
and beautification has

been done on the said
route and other routes of
the capital. G-20 summit
meeting is to be held on
18th and 19th September.
Several roads have been
beautified to welcome the
foreign delegates. Dr.
Bhure inspected the
plantation done on the di-
vider and gave instruc-
tions regarding their
maintenance. Municipal
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Mayank
Chaturvedi and other of-
ficials were present on
this occasion.

Collector inspects beautification, wall
painting on Late Rajiv Gandhi Road

Preparations for 
G-20 summit meeting 

Raipur, Sep 17: The 2nd
Convocation of Shri
Rawatpura Sarkar (SRU)
Private ITI was organized in
which 12 medalist of the ITI
honoured with 4 Gold
Medals, 4 Silver Medals and 4
Bronze Medals for their
achievements in particular
subjects. Poja Nishad (Copa)
Darshan Yadu (Electrician),
Damesh (Fitter) and Mukul
Verma (Mechanic Disel)
were the Gold Medalist of
the ITI.

To address the pro-
gramme, Porf. S.K Singh the
Vice Chancellor of the SRU
said that the main objective
of education is creation,
both destruction and con-
structions are necessary be-
cause to make the new tradi-
tion it is necessary to destroy
the old one. First of all, in

2010, education and training
was started for the rural and
backward youth to advance
them and we hope that the
students of the ITI also get
benefited from the various
schemes of the government
in this field.

In his address, Prof. Rajiv
Prakash, Director of Indian
Institute of Technology (IIT),
Bhilai asserted that
Convocation is not an end
but it is the beginning of that
what you will give to the soci-
ety and the country after
gaining knowledge and
training. Students have to
understand that their poten-

tial are very important for
the society and the nation,
they always have to progress
for everyone and not just for
themselves.

Chief Guest of today’s pro-
gram, Dr. Aruna Palta, the
vice chancellor of the
Hemchand Yadav University,
Durg congratulate to all
medalist and students who
completed their study and fa-
cilitate for their dedication
to consume knowledge. To
motivate the students,
Dr.Palta shares the motiva-
tional story of a women IAS
officer and her achievements
and said that girls are getting

each type of education to
gather practical knowledge
in all aspects and we feel
good that girls are also join-
ing ITI and become gold
medalist.

The Pro-Chancellor of the
SRU, Mr. Harsh Gautam con-
gratulate to the students and
Principal RM Patel of the ITI
for the special day. In the pro-
gram Dr. Saurabh K Sahrma
the Registrar, Prof.R.R.L
Birali Dean Academics were
present. The program was
coordinated by Kishan Ratre,
Devendra Tandon, Amit
Mandal, Pramendra Prakash
and Pila Bai Markam.

Convocation is not an end it is the beginning to
contribute the society and nation: Prof. Prakash

2nd convocation 
of SRU Private ITI
organized

Raipur, Sep 17: The
Senior Women’s
Chhattisgarh T20 Cup
2023, hosted by
Chhattisgarh State
Cricket Association, got
off to an exhilarating start
on Sunday at the Shaheed
Veer Narayan Singh
International Cricket
Stadium in Raipur. In a
sprited enncounter,
Odisha emerged victori-
ous over Chhattisgarh
Blue by 28 runs.

Chhattisgarh Blue won
the toss and chose to field
first. Odisha’s batting
prowess shone as they
notched up a commend-
able 119 runs for the loss of
4 wickets in their allotted
20 overs. Madhu Mehta’s
impressive innings of 64
runs off 70 balls and

Hemanta Jaina’s valuable
17 runs from 12 balls set
the tone for Odisha. Anjali
Singh’s contribution of 14
runs off 20 balls added to
their total.

Chhattisgarh Blue’s
bowlers fought valiantly,
with Pransupriya
Dhansoon, Pallavi Varma,
and Kriti Gupta claiming
key wickets.

In pursuit of Odisha’s
target of 120 runs,
Chhattisgarh Blue faced a
stern test. Despite their
best efforts, they managed
to accumulate 91 runs
while losing 9 wickets dur-
ing their 20 overs thus
handind Odissa a 28 run
victory. Shilpa Sahu’s good
performance, scoring 37
runs off 32 balls, couldn’t
prevent Odisha from
clinching victory.

On the bowling front,
Sushri Divyadarshini,
Reema Lakshmi Ikka, and
Rameshwari Nayak made
crucial contributions to
Odisha’s triumph.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Sep 17: Raipur
witnessed an exciting
clash of paddles as the
city’s Table Tennis
Association, in collabo-
ration with Kedia Steel
Corporation, hosted the
‘Late Shri Pradeep Kedia
Memorial - Third Raipur
District Manthali
League Table Tennis
Tournament 2023’ from
September 16th to 17th.
This fiercely competitive
tournament showcased
remarkable performanc-
es, with Karan Malhotra
emerging victorious in
the Senior Men’s Singles,
Anchal Bareth dominat-
ing the Senior Women’s
Singles, Kavish Kala dis-
playing his talent in the
Cadet (Under-13) Boys’
Singles, and Samaya
Pandey shining in the
Cadet (Under-13) girls’
Singles category.

Vinay Baiswade,
Secretary of the Raipur
Capital Table Tennis
Association, District
Raipur, provided in-
sights into the event.

Karn Malhotra
claimed the top spot in
the Senior Men’s Singles,
with Rishabh Nagwani
as the runner-up and

Andrew T. Williams se-
curing the third posi-
tion.

In the Senior Women’s
Singles category, Anchal
Bareth showcased her
prowess and secured the
first position, while
Haritima Agrawal
emerged as the runner-
up, and Ahana Singh
stood third.

The Cadet (Under-13)
Boys’ Singles category
witnessed Kavish Kala’s
splendid victory, with
Shresth Mishra as the
runner-up and Vivian
Baiswade securing the
third position.

In the Cadet (Under-13)
Girls’ Singles category,
Samaya Pandey exhibit-
ed exceptional skills,
clinching the first posi-
tion, followed by Vedi
Kachhawaha as the run-
ner-up and Lavanya
Pandey in third place.

The closing ceremony
and prize distribution
were graced by the es-
teemed presence of
Ritesh Kumar Singh,
Cluster Head of LIC
Housing Finance
Limited, Raipur,
Chhattisgarh, who
served as the chief guest.
Pradeep Janwadde,
Chairman of the
Chhattisgarh Veterans
Table Tennis Committee,
presided over the event.
Vinay Baiswade,
Secretary of the Raipur
Capital Table Tennis
Association, District
Raipur, and  Ajit
Benarjee was the Chief
Referee.

Odisha women triumphs over
Chhattisgarh Blue

Raipur, Sep 17: Delegates
attending the fourth
Framework Working
Group meeting of the G20
on September 18 and 19 in
Chhattisgarh will depart
with cherished memories
of the state’s rich culture.
As a symbol of
Chhattisgarh’s hospitality,
they will receive a gift
hamper featuring unique
products derived from for-
est produce. This gesture

aligns with the United
Nations’ declaration of
this year as the Millet Year.
The state government, led
by Chief Minister Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel, is active-
ly promoting millet culti-

vation. Notably, millet pro-
ducers receive fair support
prices, and the state gov-
ernment’s efforts in pro-
cessing and establishing
millet cafes have signifi-
cantly raised millet aware-

ness in the state. To show-
case Chhattisgarh’s millet
initiative, international
delegates will be presented
with cookies made from lo-
cally grown millets as part
of the gift hamper.

Renowned for its purity
and delightful taste,
Chhattisgarh’s forest
honey stands out as one of
the finest in the country.
Collected by bees in the
unique natural ecosys-
tems of Bastar and
Surguja, this honey is
known for its medicinal
properties. Delegates will
also receive gifts of aloe
vera gel and ashwagandha
powder, both of which are
highly popular products
from Chhattisgarh
throughout the country.

Delegates will also re-
ceive a unique gift show-
casing Bastar’s art form.
This gift features a Dhokra
art statue enclosed within
a frame. The art piece de-
picts four tribal girls joy-
fully dancing while hold-
ing hands, offering a
glimpse of the beauty of
Bastar and the cultural
richness of its folk life.
Through this statue, dele-
gates can also gain insight

into the enduring talent of
Chhattisgarh’s folk artists,
who have thrived for thou-
sands of years.

Over the past five years,
the Chhattisgarh
Government, led by Chief
Minister Mr. Bhupesh
Baghel, has made several
efforts to preserve the
state’s rich cultural her-
itage. This commitment
extends to supporting folk
artists and promoting
local culinary traditions.
The state government has
rebranded traditional sta-
ples like Kodo-Kutki
through various modern
initiatives, which have
gained immense populari-
ty across the state and
country. Through the G20
platform, Chhattisgarh’s
unique cultural traditions
and culinary innovations
can reach a broader audi-
ence, contributing to the
wider recognition of the
state’s rich heritage and
traditions.

G-20 delegates will receive a Dhokra art frame 

Senior Women’s
Chhattisgarh T20
Cup 2023 kicks off
with a bang

Karan, Anchal, Kavish and
Samaya emerged as winners

Late Shri Pradeep
Kedia Memorial -
Third Raipur District
Manthali League
Table Tennis
Tournament 

Depicting tribal
dancing girls and a
gift hamper con-
sisting forest honey
and millet cookies

G-20 delegates will
attend the fourth
Framework
Working Group
meeting of the G20
on Sept18-19

CM Baghel pays
tribute to Barrister
Thakur ChhediLal 

Raipur, Sep 17: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
paid tribute to freedom
fighter Barrister Thakur
ChhediLal on his death an-
niversary, on September
18th. Remembering the con-
tributions of Barrister
ChhediLal, the Chief
Minister said that he played
a crucial role in inspiring
the youth to connect with
the nationalistic spirit and
participate in the freedom
struggle. In response to
Mahatma Gandhi’s call, he
left his legal practice to
strengthen the Non-
Cooperation Movement. He
innovatively used the plat-
form of Ram Leela to
spread awareness in the
Bilaspur region. Through
the “Seva Samiti,” he organ-
ized the youth. He also
played a significant role in
the Civil Disobedience
Movement.
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Bhilai, Sep 17: After the
murder of a 35-year-old
youth, kin of the deceased
and the members of Sikh
Samaj are staging dharna
at Khursipar Police
Station for the last two
days. They are demanding
speedy trial and stern pun-
ishment for the accused
and proper compensation
for the bereaved family.
BJP State President, local
BJP MP, former VS
Speaker and other senior
leaders of BJP reached the

dharna spot in support of
the bereaved family. On
the other hand, Congress
MLA Devendra Yadav also
reached the dharna site to
console the victim’s family.
He assured to discuss the
compensation issue with
the Chief Minister.
Chhattisgarh Sikh
Panchayat has demanded
Rs 50 lakh compensation
and government job for
the family of the deceased.
Panchayat has also given a
call for Chhattisgarh
Bandh on September 18.

It needs to be mentioned
here that 35-year-old
Malkit Singh was beaten
to death by some ruffians

near Khursipar ITI on the
intervening night of
Saturday. He was the son
of Sardar Kulwant Singh,
Pradhan of Gurudwara
Bebe Nanaki Prabandhan
Committee. Demanding
arrest of the accused,
members of Sikh Samaj
and BJP staged demon-
stration at Khursipar
Police Station. Later,
Police arrested five of the
accused involved in this
murder.

BJP State President
Arun Sao, MP Vijay
Baghel, former VS
Speaker Prem Prakash
Pandey and other BJP
leaders came in support of

the bereaved family mem-
bers. They are demanding
strict action against the
accused along with Rs 50
lakh compensation and
government job to one of
the dependents of the de-
ceased.

On Sunday, Congress
MLA from Bhilai Nagar,
Devendra Yadav also
reached the dharna site
and met the bereaved fam-
ily. After consoling them,
Yadav asked them to have
faith in the justice system.
He assured the family to
discuss the issue of Fast
Track trial and compensa-
tion with the Chief
Minister.

Dharna continues on second day
at Khursipar Police Station

Kin of murdered youth
and Sikh Samaj
demand justice

Bhilai, Sep 17: With the
arrest of two ruffians from
Haryana, Durg Police
claimed to have solved
three incidents of ATM
Kiosk robbery which oc-
curred on the intervening
night of August 28 at Borsi
and Hudco. The masked
accused had used gas cut-
ters to break the ATM
Machines and steal cash.
After stealing cash, the ac-
cused set the kiosks on fire
at all the three spots. Rs
21,54,500/- was stolen from
the ATM situated at
Housing Board Shopping
Complex in Borsi while Rs
48,47,300/- was stolen
from two ATMs situated in
Hudco Colony. The ac-
cused had robbed a total
amount of Rs 70,01,800/- in
a single night. FIRs were
lodged at Padmanabhpur
and Bhilai Nagar Police
Stations under sections
457, 380, 427, 436 of IPC and
sections 03, 04 of
Prevention of Damage to
Public Property Act.

SP Shalabh Kumar
Sinha informed that a joint
team was formed to inves-
tigate the matter. After in-
specting the crime scenes
and examining the CCTV
footage of nearby areas,
Police team found that all
the three incidents were
carried out by the same 3-4
persons and they were
using a Maruti Baleno car.
On the basis of the time of
arrival and departure of
the suspicious vehicle
used by the accused, the
team examined the CCTV
footage on the entry and
exit routes of the city.
Police examined footage of

about 250 CCTV cameras
from Bhilai-Durg to Deori
and collected data regard-
ing interstate gangs. On
the technical basis, the
presence of suspicious
persons from some other
provinces was detected at
the site of the incident.
Soon the cops discovered
that the vehicle had trav-
elled to Mewat, Haryana.

Durg Police collected
the data base of the inter-
state ATM thief gang and
discovered that the ac-
cused of Mewati gang
were earlier caught in
Thane Mumbai Police
Station, Assam and Tamil
Nadu in the year 2022.
Technical inputs con-
firmed the presence of
Nisar Khan and Naseem
Khan of Pemakhera
District Nuh Haryana at
the crime scene on the
same date. Two teams of
Durg Police were sent to
Mewat, Haryana to arrest
the accused.

The team was successful
in arresting the accused
Nisar Khan and Sarbaz
Khan near Haryana
Gurgaon Mall. When in-
terrogated, the arrested
accused confessed to ATM
robbery in Durg and dis-
closed the names of other

two accomplices. The ac-
cused Nisar Khan,
Naseem Khan and Sarbaz
Khan had come to Nagpur
in Nisar Khan’s Baleno
car. They met their friend
Arif at Kamti and reached
Durg on August 26. They
purchased a LPG Cylinder
on the way and on reach-
ing Durg, they stole an
Oxygen Cylinder from an
ambulance parked at
District Hospital Durg.
Their first target was the
ATM Kiosk at Borsi. They
used the LPG Cylinder,
Oxygen Cylinder, pipe and
burner to cut the ATM and
steal cash. Thereafter, they
targeted the ATM kiosks
at Hudco and burgled ap-
proximately Rs 70,01,800/-
from the three ATMs.
Police recovered Rs 03
lakhs, the car, gas cylinder
and pipe burner from the
possession of accused
Nisar Khan and Sarbaz
Khan. Raids are being con-
ducted at the locations of
other accused in the case,
Naseem Khan and Arif
Khan. They are still at
large. The arrested ac-
cused Nisar Khan (22) son
of Asruf Khan a resident
of Pemakheda, Police
Station Punhana, District
Nuh Mewat Haryana and

Sarbaz Khan (19) son of
Khalil Khan a resident of
Pemakheda, Police Station
Punhana, District Nuh
Mewat Haryana were
brought to Durg on transit
remand.

ACCU ASI Shamit
Mishra, Purna Bahadur,
Rajesh Pandey,
Chandrashekhar Soni,
Head Constable
Chandrashekhar Banjeer,
Narendra Singh, Shiv
Tiwari, Satyendra
Mandhariya, Vijay
Shukla, Constables
Arvind Mishra, Anup
Sharma, Upendra Yadav,
Pankaj Chaturvedi, Rinku
Soni, Shahbaz Khan,
Jugnu Singh, Jagjit Singh,
Santosh Gupta, Pannelal,
Chitrasen Sahu, Khurram
Bux, Tileshwar Rathore,
Shobhit Sinha, Vikrant
Kumar, Bhavesh Patel,
Shiv Mishra, Narendra
Sahare, Javed Hussain,
Abhay Narayan Rai,
Dikesh Sinha and Sub-
Inspector Dinesh Singh
and Head Constable Prem
Singh from Bhilai Nagar
Police Station and ASI
Ramswaroop Kureshiya
from Padmanabhpur
Police Station played a
vital role in solving the
case.

Durg Police busts Mewat Gang involved in ATM robbery 
Two arrested; two
absconding 

Bhilai, Sep 17: A 38-year-
old man was beaten to
death by two ruffians at
Sundar Nagar, Kohka.
The deceased worked as a
Raj Mistri. After commit-
ting the crime, the ac-
cused had fled to
Maharashtra. Police man-
aged to arrest them with-
in 16 hours of the crime.

SP Shalabh Kumar
Sinha informed that the
incident occurred around
21:30 hrs on Saturday at
Sundar Nagar in Kohka.
A local Sachin Chaudhary
was talking with a girl
near the residence of
Chandrashekhar and
Yugal Kishore.
Meanwhile, Yugal
Kishore reached there
and asked Sachin to go
somewhere else and ac-

cused him of spoiling the
atmosphere of the locali-
ty. They entered into an al-
tercation after which
Yugal’s brother
Chandrashekhar Thakur
came out of the house.
Meanwhile, irked Sachin
called his brother
Govinda Chaudhary, who
reached there with a
Baseball Bat. They at-
tacked Yugal Kishore and
his brother
Chandrashekhar Thakur
with a baseball bat.

Chandrashekhar suffered
fatal injuries on abdomen
and fell on the ground.
The accused Sachin and
Govinda escaped from the
spot. On information, Dial
112 ERV reached the spot
and Chandrashekhar was
shifted to Supela Hospital
where he was declared
dead.

Smriti Nagar Chowki
lodged an FIR under sec-
tion 302, 34 of IPC and
traced the location of the
absconding accused.
Police team moved to
Nagpur and managed to
arrest the accused within
16 hours. The accused
Sachin Chaudhary and
Govinda Chaudhary have
been booked under the
provisions mentioned in
section 302, 34 of IPC.

Man beaten to death; two arrested 

Bhilai, Sep 17: As a step
towards providing better
facilities to its employees,
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant
Management announced a

Gift scheme on the occa-
sion of Shri Vishwakarma
Puja. The Town Services
Department of BSP has
decided that the entire res-
idence of Plant’s employ-
ees shall be Whitewashed
(Painted) on account of
their Son’s or Daughter’s
Marriage. Prior to this
scheme, necessary repairs

and whitewashing were
done only at the time of al-
lotment of the Residential
Quarters. Only the Plant’s
personnel and Executives
will get the benefit of this
scheme. In order to avail
the benefits of this
scheme, a prior applica-
tion has to be made before
the Town Services

Department of Bhilai
Steel Plant, along with the
Wedding Invitation Card
of the Employee’s Son’s /
Daughter’s marriage.

This humble initiative
by the Town Services
Department (TSD) will
only be provided as per the
existing resources and
contracts.

BSP launches Gift-scheme for employees on Vishwakarma Puja
TSD to get houses
whitewashed on
Children’s marriage

Bhilai, Sep 17: Quality
Circle Forum of India
(QCFI) announced the re-
sults of the election held on
September 15, 2023 for the
Board of Directors of
QCFI. The election results
released from QCFI
Headquarters; Hyderabad
brought a wave of joy
among the Quality Circle
lovers in Bhilai. In this an-
nounced result, GP Singh,
Secretary of Bhilai
Chapter, and former Chief
General Manager (Safety
and Fire Services) of Bhilai
Steel Plant, was declared
elected Director from
Central Zone. Thus, GP
Singh was elected to the
Board of Directors of QCFI
for the fourth consecutive
time. His tenure will be for

three years between 2023
and 2026. It is noteworthy
that the Quality Circle
Forum of India (QCFI) is a
reputed organization of the
country that has 35 chap-
ters operating across the
country. QCFI has been
playing an important role
in the promotion and im-
plementation of various
quality concepts and certi-

fications across the coun-
try. GP Singh is known for
his innovative works. He
has played an important
role in giving birth to many
new traditions in QCFI.
Singh has played an impor-
tant role in the creation
and implementation of a
new concept like Safety
Circle for the first time in
QCFI. Singh has also par-
ticipated in the
International Convention
on Quality Control Circle
(ICQCC) held in China and
Japan. Apart from having
06 patents and 03 copy-
rights in his name, GP
Singh has been awarded
the National Vishwakarma
Award four times for his
creative work and has also
been awarded the Most

Innovative Manager
Award. While Shri Singh
has given a new height to
the Bhilai Chapter with his
able leadership, he has also
played an important role in
the establishment of the
Bhubaneswar Chapter and
the revival of the Nagpur
Chapter. Presently the
National Convention on
Quality Concepts-2023 is
being organized in Nagpur
in collaboration with the
Bhilai Chapter and Nagpur
Chapter.

Officials of QCFI Bhilai
Chapter, Bhubaneswar
Chapter, Nagpur Chapter,
Visakhapatnam Chapter,
Hyderabad Chapter, and
Tirupati Chapter have con-
gratulated Singh on his
election as Director.

Bhilai Chapter Secretary GP Singh 
re-elected as QCFI Director

BBhhiillaaii,,  SSeepp  1177::  Additional
Sessions Court in Durg sen-
tenced a man to life imprison-
ment for murdering his wife.
Additional District and Sessions
Judge (First) Sanjeev Kumar
Tanak convicted 35-year-old
Vivek Gupta alias Robin, son of
Ashok Kumar Gupta, a resident
of Laxmipara, near Puraina
Pond, Jamul (Durg) on Friday. An
FIR was lodged at Jamul Police
Station on May 10, 2022.
Additional Public Pleader
Chhanulal Sahu informed that
suspecting fidelity, the accused
had beaten his newlywed wife to
death. The accused Vivek Gupta
had got a part of the house after
division of assets. He had organ-
ised Satyanaran Puja at house
during which he applied Sindoor
to Chitralekha Dewangan, with
whom he had an affair.

Thereafter, they started living as
a married couple. From the first
day itself, Vivek used to quarrel
with Chitralekha as he suspected
her fidelity. Vivek’s mother
Rajdulari Gupta often visited
their home to meet his daughter-
in-law. She was aware that his
son Vivek is a habitual drinker
and often quarrels with his wife.
On May 10, Rajdulari again visit-
ed Vivek’s house and found
Chitralekha lying dead on the
bed. On information, police
reached the spot and conducted
the crime scene investigation.
Later, Vivek Gupta was arrested
on charges of murder.  After
trial, the Additional Session
Court found the accused guilty
and awarded life imprisonment
and Rs 1000 fine under section
302 of IPC, informed Additional
Public Pleader Chhanulal Sahu.

Man sentenced to life 
imprisonment for wife’s murder 

Bhilai, Sep 17: SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant conducts
several public welfare ac-
tivities as part of its orga-
nizational social responsi-
bility towards the commu-
nity in and around its
areas of operations. The
Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR)
Department of the Plant
organized a one-day free
Health Camp, near Dulki
Mines at Village
Pusewada, under
Kamkasur Village
Panchayat, on September
15, 2023.

A total of 60 villagers
from Village Panchayat
Kamkasur, including 16
men, 28 women and 16
Children, availed free
health services at the day
long Health Camp and free

medicines were distributed
to them.

The Medical Team from
CSR Department volun-
teered their services by
conducting health check-
up along with Blood
Pressure and Blood Sugar
diagnosis of the villagers
present during the one-day
Health Camp at village
Kamkasur. It is noteworthy
that Health Camp is one of
the prime initiatives,

through which BSP’s CSR
Department has con-
tributed substantially to-
wards Public Health &
Medicine. The CSR
Department of Bhilai Steel
Plant, conducts health
camps on a regular basis in
the adjoining areas or
mines, with the aim of en-
suring adequate Medical &
Health facilities to the com-
munities within which it
works.

Free Medical camp organized at Village Kamkasur

Bhilai, Sep 17: SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant celebrat-
ed Shri Vishwakarma
Pooja with fervour on
September 17, 2023.
Different sections from
various departments cele-
brated the day with enthu-
siasm and devotion.
Decorations with
grandeur adorned Plant’s
Departments on this occa-
sion, both inside and out-
side the Plant premises.

Anirban Dasgupta,
Director I/c (BSP) visited

numerous departments
since morning to witness
the Pooja Festivities.
Dasgupta conveyed his
best wishes to the Bhilai
Steel Plant Collective and
urged them to follow safe-
ty standards at the work-
place.

During his visit to the
Plant, Dasgupta was ac-
companied by, S
Mukhopadhyay, ED
(Projects), AK
Chakraborty, ED (MM),
Samir Swarup, ED

(Rowghat), Pawan Kumar,
ED (P & A), Dr
Ravindranath M, CMO I/c
(M&HS), Tapas Dasgupta,
Acting ED (Works) and
other Senior Officials.

After completing Shri
Vishwakarma Puja in his
office at Ispat Bhawan,
Anirban Dasgupta,
Director I/c (BSP) along
with accompanying
Senior Officials took part
in the ongoing Puja
Ceremonies at various de-
partments and sections of

the Plant, beginning with
HRDC. Thereafter, Shri
Dasgupta paid obeisance
to Shri Vishwakarma at
the Expansion Building
Conference Hall, followed
by other departments in-
cluding BRM, URM, URM,
T&D, Mechanical, SMS-III,
P&BS, BFs, CO & CCD, SP-
3, OHP, SMS-II, Plate Mill,
Electrical and Fire
Brigade Departments and
conveyed their best wishes
on Shri Vishwakarma
Pooja to the employees.

Bhilai Steel Plant Collective celebrates Shri Vishwakarma Pooja with fervour

Bhilai, Sep 17: The
Department of Hindi cele-
brated ‘Hindi Diwas ‘to
commemorate the impor-
tance of our National
Language on Saturday
September 16, 2023. The
Chief Guest of the
Program was Father Dr
Joshi Varghese. In his
speech he emphasized the

students to stay tune with
the way they use their na-
tional language in connec-
tion with the needs of 21st
century. Principal Dr
Mariam Jacob in his presi-
dential address discussed
about the importance of
our national language, and
that it is the best way of
communication. Asha

Rani, Assistant Professor
of Hindi congratulated stu-
dents for their wonderful
contribution for marking
this day. Students of differ-
ent department gave their
performances through
reciting poems, songs and
speech. The winners were
given prizes.
The program was hon-

oured by the presence of all
the staff members and stu-
dents and marked the occa-
sion as a wonderful event.
PPT on Hindi diwas was
presented by Welwyn Sam.
Prerna Yadav student of B
Com-II conducted the pro-
gram. The vote of thanks
was proposed by
Divyanshu Kumar Singh.

St Thomas College celebrates Hindi Diwas
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RUN FOR CLEANLINESS

People take part in ‘Swachhata League Marathon’, in Dehradun, Sunday. 

TRYING HANDS IN POTTERY

Union Railways Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw tries his hands in pottery during a meeting with local artists, in
Bhubaneswar, Sunday.

Kolkata, Sep 17 (PTI): 

With just a day left for
the much-awaited Ganesh
Puja, it's rush-hour for ar-
tisans across the city as
they give final touches to
the idols. Those who have
completed the idols are
getting ready to ship it to
various clubs and pan-
dals.

The trend of organising
Ganesh Pujas has been on
the rise in Kolkata for a
few years and of late,
theme-based celebrations
are becoming a big draw.
One of the most sought-
after themes this year is
Chandrayaan-3, India's
successful mission to the
moon.

A model of the
Chandrayaan rocket has
been placed atop the pan-
dal in Salt Lake's BB Block
puja organised by Sree
Sree Ganesh Chaturthi
Mahotsav. Inside the pan-
dal, a Ganesh idol adorns
a stage in front of a huge

photograph of the
moon's surface with the
earth seen at a distance.

Pictures of lander
Vikram and rover
Pragyan have also used
to decorate the back-
ground to give pandal
hoppers a feeling that
Lord Ganesh is sitting
on a throne on the sur-
face of the moon, com-
mittee president
Anindya Chatterjee told
PTI.

A voiceover commen-
tary every 30 minutes on
the public address sys-
tem will recreate the
countdown of
Chandrayaan's journey
to the moon. To give it a
real feel, smoke will em-
anate from the rocket's
thrusters placed on top
of the pandal. The
theme of the celebra-
tion is 'Pari Dite Pari'
(we can undertake the
voyage).

The committee has been
organising Ganesh festi-

val for the last 14 years
and is known to be the old-
est in the satellite town-
ship. "This year, our

Ganesh puja is dedi-
cated to team ISRO
that successfully
launched and guided
Chandrayaan-3 to
land near the south
pole of moon on
August 23," he said.

A puja committee
near VIP Road in
Baguiati has also cho-
sen to showcase
ISRO's feat through
their Ganesh puja
pandal. At the
Executive Palace com-
plex in the city's
north-eastern fringes,
a five-foot tall idol
with images of the
lunar surface and
Indian flags planted
on the moon's surface
will greet the devo-
tees.

A model of the rock-
et and a model of lan-
der Vikram will be

placed on one side of the
idol, said Ankit Agarwal,
an organiser of the puja.

Images of different

stars and planets as seen
at night will be on display
also. Blue LED lamps with
multimedia images of the
moon will light up the
pandal, he said.

"On the occasion of
Ganesh Chaturthi, we will
pay our tributes to ISRO.
Our theme will be
Chandrayaan-3 as the mis-
sion is a historic achieve-
ment for India," Agarwal
added.

The organisers of
Parnasree Pally Ganesh
Puja in south Kolkata has
opted for a traditional
pandal and idol, Joydip
Raha, a member of the
committee, said.

Abhishek Das, a mem-
ber of Muraripukur
Ganesh Puja Committee
in North Kolkata, said
they are celebrating the
puja in a big way but there
is no specific theme.

Another Puja commit-
tee in Baishakhi area of
Salt Lake has built a repli-
ca of the famous Karni

Mata Mandir in
Rajasthan's Bikaner that
has thousands of rats. The
members of the puja com-

mittee have placed two
idols in the marquee Lord
Ganesh and Lord Vishnu
inside the pandal.

New Delhi, Sep 17 (PTI): 

The G20 declaration
that came during India's
presidency was a "text-
book example" for future
diplomacy, according to
former Ambassador
Vivek Katju, who espe-
cially lauded India's tack-
ling of Ukraine issue dur-
ing the Summit.

"Given the strong feel-
ing of division in
Ukraine it was not easy to
bridge the gap but the
fear that it would be diffi-
cult for India to reach a
consensus was proved
wrong.

The Declaration will be
a textbook example for fu-
ture diplomacy," Katju
said, participating in a
panel discussion on the
G20 summit at Indian
Women's Press Corps
(IWPC) on Saturday.

The panellists included

Former Ambassadors KC
Singh and Rajiv Dogra.

According to a state-
ment issued by IWPC on
Sunday, Katju said inclu-
sion of the African Union
in G20 was a constructive
role played by India.

He said the G20's focus
now should be on bring-
ing stability in the world.

The ex-diplomat, howev-

er, emphasised that de-
spite the issues of women
participation in decision
making and statements
on terrorism were in-
cluded in the G20
Declaration, there was a
need for international
cooperation on elimina-
tion of corruption.

Commenting on the
G20 declaration, Former
Ambassador KC Singh
said the Americans
stepped back in order to
get India on board, to en-
sure it's there in its cor-
ner against the Chinese.

On reforms of multi-
lateral institutions,
Singh pointed out that
China was the biggest
debtor with 1.5 trillion
US dollars in credit.

On the India-Middle
East-Europe Corridor,
he said it is a counter to
China's ambitious belt-
and-road, or BRI, initia-

tive but expressed doubts
on its execution.

‘Winter-friendly houses being 
constructed in border villages of Ladakh'

Leh, Sep 17 (PTI): 

Ladakh Lt Governor
Brigadier (retd) B D
Mishra has said his ad-
ministration is working
on a plan to provide win-
ter-friendly houses to peo-
ple living in border vil-
lages of the Union
Territory. The administra-
tion is also committed to
the promotion, preserva-
tion and improvement of
production of Pashmina
along with reducing mor-
tality of Pashmina goat
kids in Ladakh, he said.

"Winter-friendly houses
are being constructed in
border villages of Ladakh
for the benefit of people of
those areas," the Lt
Governor said at a meeting
with a group of goat

herders from Nyoma and
Durbuk sub-divisions at
the Raj Niwas here. The
meeting, which was also
attended by senior govern-
ment officials on Saturday,
was convened to discuss
prototypes for Pashmina
kid pens, an official
spokesman said. He said
the villagers raised several
issues, including instances
of malnutrition in goats,
need to arrange fodder for
winter months, vaccina-
tion, installation of mobile
towers to improve telecom-
munication connectivity
and steps to address elec-
tricity issues. The Lt
Governor under the slogan
of 'Memna Bachao,
Memna Badhao' (save
lambs, promote lambs)
called for protection of

Pashmina goat kids from
hypothermia, providing
adequate nutritious feed to
overcome malnutrition in
Pashmina goat kids, over-
coming occurrences of
stampede or overcrowding
in pens and providing vac-
cination to livestock to re-
duce in mortality of
Pashmina goat kids.
Mishra assured that his
administration will look
into the issue of improv-
ing telecommunication fa-
cilities in remote areas and
take up the matter with the
central government. He
said a medical inspection
and medical support team
comprising doctors can
conduct camps in remote
areas and provide medical
assistance, including vac-
cination to livestock.

‘Telangana stands as role model for development in country’
Hyderabad, Sep 17 (PTI): 

Highlighting the devel-
opment initiatives and
welfare schemes of his
government, Telangana
Chief Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao on
Sunday said the state
stood as a role model in
the country.

He was speaking after
hoisting the National Flag
at the celebration of 'na-
tional integration day',
the day the erstwhile
princely state of
Hyderabad merged with
the Indian Union on
September 17, 1948.

The Telangana govern-
ment decided that it was
appropriate to celebrate
the occasion of
Hyderabad princely state
becoming a part of Indian
Union as 'national inte-

gration day'. Rao paid
tributes to freedom fight-
ers, including Swami
Ramanand Tirtha,
Kumram Bheem,
Shoebulla Khan, Doddi
Komuraiah and
Jamalapuram Kesava Rao
on the occasion of 'nation-
al integration day'.

The CM affirmed that
the country got united
due to the values of har-
mony established by
Mahatma Gandhi, the vi-
sion of the country's first
Prime Minister Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru, the
sharpness and dexterity
of first Home minister
Sardar Patel and the ef-
forts of many other lead-
ers.

After becoming a part
of India, Telangana con-
tinued as state of
Hyderabad from 1948 to

1956. However, Telangana
was merged with Andhra
region in 1956 to form
Andhra Pradesh against
the wishes of Telangana
people.

Telangana region was
treated unfairly when it
was part of undivided
Andhra Pradesh, he al-

leged.
Noting that the impor-

tant problems to national
integration are economic,
he said it is 'unfortunate'
that the country is still
plagued by economic
backwardness, poverty,
unemployment and social
discrimination even 76
years after Independence.

The Telangana govern-
ment is moving forward
with the aim of increas-
ing wealth and its distri-
bution, besides working to
eliminate the ills of back-
wardness, poverty and
others, he said.

Speaking about the
rapid strides made by
Telangana and the gov-
ernment's welfare meas-
ures, Rao said there is no
family which is not bene-
fited by his government's
schemes.

Averring that
Telangana stood as a role
model for development in
the country, the CM said
other states emulating his
government's schemes
was testimony to this.

Poverty rate in
Telangana dropped to 5.88
per cent by 2019-21 from
13.18 per cent during 2015-
18, he pointed out. The
state is also ranked num-
ber one in per capita in-
come in the country, he
said.

He further highlighted
his government's develop-
ment and welfare pro-
grammes, including irri-
gation projects, hike in so-
cial security pensions, set-
ting up a medical college
in every district, 24-hour
power supply and Rythu
Bandhu investment sup-
port scheme for farmers.

‘Unite and overthrow ‘dictatorial’ 
govt to save democracy’

Hyderabad, Sep 17 (PTI): 

Batting for unity and or-
ganisational discipline,
Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge on
Sunday asked party leaders
to prioritise the success of
the party putting aside per-
sonal differences and take
on adversaries with full
might in the upcoming
state and Lok Sabha elec-
tions.

Addressing the extended
CWC meeting on the sec-
ond day of deliberations,
Kharge said the party's goal
must be to defeat the BJP in
the 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tions and work diligently to
form an alternative govern-
ment in the country. In a

scathing attack on the Modi
government, Kharge ac-
cused it of playing politics
and distracting and divert-
ing people from basic is-
sues by bringing new ones.

"Recently, during the
Mumbai meeting of INDIA
alliance, Modi government
formed a committee on
'One Nation, One Election'.
In contravention of all con-

ventions, it also included a
former President to fulfil
its agenda," Kharge said.

He noted that elections in
five states are scheduled in
the next two to three
months, while the Lok
Sabha elections are only six
months away. Kharge also
said the party must be pre-
pared for possible assembly
elections in Jammu and

Kashmir.
The Congress-led govern-

ments in Chhattisgarh and
Rajasthan have "pioneered a
new model of social justice
and welfarism", he said and
urged leaders to publicise
these welfare schemes
across the country.

Kharge asserted that the
people are looking for an al-
ternative and the party's
victories in Himachal
Pradesh and Karnataka
elections are clear proof of
this. "We must work tireless-
ly, putting aside personal in-
terests. We must prioritise
the success of the party, put-
ting aside our personal dif-
ferences," Kharge stressed
to the leaders present at the
meeting.

KHARGE TO CONG LEADERS

K Chandrasekhar Rao

‘G20 declaration ‘textbook 
example’ for future diplomacy’

Vivek Katju

Chandrayaan-themed Ganesh pandals big draw in Kolkata

A ‘pandal’ themed on
‘Chandrayaan-3’ is made for the
‘Ganesh Chaturthi’ festival, in
Kolkata, Sunday.
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Fingeshwar, Sep 17: 

Under the National
Invention Campaign, de-
velopment block level junk
and science demonstra-
tion competition was or-
ganized here under the su-
pervision of Samagra
Shiksha Development
Block, Fingeshwar, under
the National Invention
Campaign. The competi-
tion was organized at
Government Higher
Secondary School,
Kundakera development
block, Fingeshwar.

In this entire event, the
schools securing first
place from 26 clusters of
the development block,
Fingeshwar, were brought
to this competition to
show their exhibition
along with the students
from class 9th to 12th
under the development
block.

The classes also came to
this competition with
their troupes and many
troupes were seen compet-
ing in the said exhibition.
Chief Guest Yogesh Sahu
District Vice President
District Panchayat
Fingeshwar, chaired by
Ramendra Joshi
Development Block
Education Officer
Fingeshwar, special guest

Tikendra Kumar Yadu
BRC Fingeshwar, Kunti
Pandey, Science Nodal
Officer Gariaband, Wilson
Thomas APC, Gyanendra
Sharma, and M R Ratre
were present. Yogesh
Sahu.

District Vice President,
Fingeshwar, said that hard
work done with true heart
never goes waste; hence
success is achieved only

by continuous efforts with
a definite goal. In the sci-
ence exhibition, Sonasilli
cluster stood first,
Parasdajoshi and Kirvai
cluster stood first, in
Jugaad from junk, Pasaud
stood first, Patharra, Borsi
cluster stood third. In the
science exhibition compe-
tition from Higher
Secondary School,
Kundakera, Kirvai second
and Sonasilli cluster stood
first. In making the entire
event successful,
Ramendra Joshi, Block
Education Officer, Cluster
Coordinator Ashim
Shyam, Harit Santosh
Sahu, Ramayan Sahu,
Dashrath Verma, Puranik
Dhruv, Tokesh Sahu,
Deepti Mishra,
Yogeshwari Sahu
Dakeshwar Dhruv, Vijeta
Dewani Malviya Sir
Prachi Thakur palyed a
important role.

Success comes through
continuous efforts: Sahu Dongargaon, Sep 17: 

Village Bhatguna gets
cut off from the block
headquarters only due to
light rain from the block
headquarters due to a rain
drain and the villagers
have been facing a lot of
trouble for years together.
The Sarpanch and the vil-
lagers, who have made
rounds of all the leaders
including the MLA of the
area, have not been able to
get relief till now.

Especially till date, no
bridge has been construct-
ed on the rainy drain con-
necting Dongargaon block
and village through road
for safe and easy trans-
portation. In this matter,
the villagers have many
times expressed their
views to small and big
leaders and officials of the
area. Despite this, the con-
struction work of culvert
in this drain has not been
done. In this matter,

Sarpanch Chetandas Sahu
said that applications were
given several times for the
construction of a bridge

but neither the leaders nor
the officials paid attention
to it. Not only this, there
has also been a demand for

Muktidham of the village,
on which till date neither
any hearing has taken
place nor any action has
been taken. The drain is
also a hindrance for the
mothers and sisters going
for the Teej festival be-
cause due to continuous
rains the area gets cut off
from the other region.

Rain drain a cause of
trouble for village Bhatguna

What officer says
It is necessary to con-
struct a bridge on this
route connecting village
Bhatguna with the block
headquarters and the
district headquarters.
There are other prob-
lems in the village, for
which demands have
also been made, but the
government and admin-
istration do not pay any
attention to them
Chetandas Sahu,
Sarpanch Gram
Panchayat Bhatguna.

Korea. Sep 17: Under the
direction and guidance of
Collector and District
Election Officer Vinay
Kumar Langeh, as per the
schedule under the
SVEEP Voter Awareness
Program under the up-
coming Assembly
Elections 2023, on 14
September in Vidya Sabha
area number-01
(Bharatpur-Sonhat) and 3
Baikunthpur, a torch rally
and resolution meeting
were organised.

Evening torch rallies
were taken out in all the

Gram Panchayats and
wards of the district in
which voters were moti-
vated to vote through vari-
ous slogans. At the devel-
opment block level, the
rally was started from
Ghadi Chowk
Baikunthpur and Mazar
Chowk Sonhat, while ral-
lies were taken out in
Gram Panchayats. After
the conclusion of the ral-
lies, resolution meetings
were also organized at
major intersections.

Under the new Voter
Identification and Voter

Honor Programme, vari-
ous programs are being
run at the ward level in
Panchayat and urban bod-
ies.For the successful im-
plementation of the voter
awareness program, as
per the instructions of the
Collector and Chief
Executive Officer Korea,
all the Chief Executive
Officers, District
Panchayat and Municipal
Officers of the urban bod-
ies are showing personal
interest in making all the
programs successful so
that all the voters, espe-
cially in the rural areas
and coal mines areas.

According to the sweep
calendar, various pro-
grams are being organized
continuously at the devel-
opment block level by the
Chief Executive Officer,
District Panchayat, Nodal
Officer (Sweep) and other
officers and in rural areas,
by the Sarpanch Secretary,
Auganwadi workers, em-
ployment assistants and
Mitanins.

Voter Awareness Program
and torch rally organized

Lakhanpur, Sep 17:

People of Lakhanpur
Development Block Gram
Panchayat Binkara are
facing problem of drink-
ing water during rainy
season too as under the
Jal Nal Jal Yojana, the fa-
cility for drinking water
was provided by the
CREDA department years
ago by constructing a
solar panel water tank, is
presently lying closed for
45 days.

It was found that even
after giving this informa-
tion to the employees and
officers of the depart-
ment; no attention is
being paid till date for its
improvement work. Due
to this type of problem,
nearby villagers are
forced to bring drinking
water from other locali-
ties. It was told by the
same villagers that even
after 45 days have passed
since the concerned de-
partment employees were
informed about this prob-

lem through telephone, till
today they have not even
come to give a visit. The
villagers have appealed to
the District Collector to
provide drinking water fa-
cility. This information

was given by the village’s
Ashok Yadav, Shailesh
Kumar, Rakesh Rajwade,
Santosh Singh, Dhyan
Singh, Chukendra Singh,
Prasidh Singh and other
villagers.

Villagers facing water
problem in GP Binkara

PPiitthhoorraa,,  SSeepp  1177:: The election of
Agrawal Samaj Pithora was held
peacefully at Shri Agrasen
Bhawan, in which Anoop
Agarwal, President of Traders
Ekta Manch won for the post of
President, while Shailendra
Agarwal (Medical) won the post
of Vice President and Bajrang
Agarwal won the post of
Secretary. (Lawyer) Rajesh
Aggarwal (Raju) was elected on
the post of Treasurer and Anil
Aggarwal (Tuktuk) was elected
on the post of Joint Secretary. 
BJP State Minister Shankar
Aggarwal felicitated all the win-
ning candidates by garlanding
them with flowers and wishing

them good luck. Anup Aggarwal,
the winning candidate for the
post of President, was given a
grand welcome by his supporters
and close friends. On this occa-
sion, newly elected Vice
President Shailendra Aggarwal
has announced to donate 2 acres
of valuable land to the society for
building a new building, which is
being appreciated everywhere
including Agarwal community.
Newly elected Secretary Bajrang
Aggarwal said that all the newly
elected members will work
together for the all-round devel-
opment of the society and a
building with all facilities will be
constructed on the donated land.

Aggarwal Samaj 
elections concludes

Korba, Sep 17: 

Welcoming the
Congress State
Government’s decision to
grant land lease to the peo-
ple settled on Nazul land
in the urban body areas,
the Communist Party of
India (Marxist) also called
for grant of land lease to
the land displaced farmers
settled in the rehabilita-
tion villages and to return
the previously acquired
land to the original land
owner farmers. Along
with the demand for re-
turn, there is also a de-
mand to provide rehabili-
tation with basic facilities
to the displaced people

who have not received re-
habilitation facilities.

In a statement issued
here today, CPI(M) District
Secretary Prashant Jha
has said that CPI(M) has
been fighting since the be-
ginning on the demand of
providing land to the land-
less and housing to the
homeless.

The CPI (M) had sup-
ported the Congress in
Corporation on the condi-
tion that it would solve the
problems of the poor on is-
sues like land, housing
and property tax. The re-
sult of CPI (M)’s continu-
ous struggle on this issue
for the last ten years is
that the state government

has had to take this deci-
sion in public interest.
Now CPI(M) will ensure
that this decision of the
state government does not
remain just an election de-
cision.

The CPI (M) leader said
that more than 1.75 lakh
poor and homeless fami-
lies are occupying 13,000
hectares of land in Korba
for houses.

This also includes thou-
sands of families living in
slums included in Korba
Municipal Corporation. It
is clear from this that dur-
ing the last 50 years of
Congress-BJP rule, more
land than required has
been acquired in the name

of industries. The victims
of this forcible acquisition
have been the poor farm-
ers, who are still strug-
gling under the flag of
CPI(M) and Kisan Sabha
for compensation, rehabil-
itation and employment.
When leases are being
given to the people occupy-
ing the forcibly acquired
land of farmers, it is in-
comprehensible to deprive
thousands of land-dis-
placed farmers of resettle-
ment villages from leases.
CPI(M) also demanded giv-
ing lease of the occupied
land to the land displaced
farmers and returning the
land acquired earlier in
the name of industries to
the original land owners
along with providing reha-
bilitation with basic
human facilities to the dis-
placed people who have
not received rehabilitation
till now.

Jha said that the CPI(M)
is planning to soon inten-
sify the struggle regarding
these demands of the land-
displaced farmers.

CPI(M) demands lease to the displaced farmers 
And return the previously acquired land to the original farmers

Kurud, Sep 17: 

A farmer’s meet was or-
ganized by Kurud Nagar
Mahamaya Agro on 17th
September to commemo-
rate the 10th anniversary
of the establishment of
Mahamaya Agro Kurud,
the authorized dealer of
Sonalika tractors and on
the auspicious occasion
of Vishwakarma Jayanti.

A musical program will
be organized for the en-
tertainment of the farm-
ers, a draw scheme for

prizes along with meth-
ods for better use of trac-
tors by technical special-
ists and a felicitation ban-
quet will be organised.
Satyaprakash Sinha, di-
rector of Mahamaya
Agro, said that like last
year, this year too we are
organizing a farmers’
meet on the occasion of
the anniversary of our es-
tablishment at Mahtari
premises in
Chhattisgarh.

While the experts of
Sonalika tractors will tell
the farmers about their
specialties, the farmers
will also listen to their ex-
periences. Besides, farm-
ers will also be informed
about the Vishwakarma
Jayanti Lucky Draw
Scheme issued by
Sonalika Tractor till 22nd
September.

A cultural program by
Sunny Sharma and
Group, Himanshu Yadav
and Ritika Yadav,
Chhattisgarhi album
artiste has also been or-
ganized to entertain the
farmers.

Farmer’s meeting organized
by Mahamaya Agro 

Geedam/Dantewada, Sep 17:

Aastha Vidya Mandir
English Medium School
Jawanga of Geedam,
Dantewada celebrated
70th National Hindi Day
the official language of
India through various
programs on Saturday as
per the guidelines of
Central Board of
Secondary Education
CBSE. Students were in-
spired to develop interest
and respect for Hindi and
use it in daily life. School
showed tribute and affec-
tion on the birthday of
Hindi litterateur
Rajendra Singh, who
played an important role
in making Hindi as the of-
ficial language of India.
Hindi poets and littera-
teurs were remembered
with respect for their con-
tribution in Hindi litera-
ture. On this occasion,
Hindi poetry reading,
quiz, vocabulary, speech,
slogan, essay competi-
tions were conducted for
primary, middle and sec-
ondary students. Many
suggestions were also

given for the development
and expansion of Hindi
language. Reminiscing
about the great littera-
teurs, poets and writters
of Hindi language Kabir
Das, Sur Das,
Maithlisharan Gupt,
Subhadra Kumari
Chauhan, Mahadevi
Verma, Meera Bai,
Ramdhari Singh Dinkar,
the children presented
their speech and
thoughts in different cos-
tumes fancy dress.
Aastha Vidya Mandir
Principal Gopal Pandey,
Vice Principals
Rabindronath Panigrahi
and Pramod Gupta ex-
tended good wishes and
congratulations.

School program coordi-
nator Vikash Bain,
Harishankar Verma,
Hindi teachers
Ashimanand Baipari, Jai
Prakash Yadu, Sweta
Jain, Tinky Sahu,
Mithilishwar Jain told
the students about the ob-
jectives and require-
ments of curricular and
co-curricular Hindi lan-
guage. PGT Lecturer
Amujuri Biswanath ex-
pressed his gratitude for
organizing the program
grandly. Students and
other employees were
present in this program
actively.

Gaurela Pendra
Marwahi, Sep 17: In view
of the upcoming assembly
elections in Chhattisgarh,
the Congress party has
now come into active mode.

Congress has started the
election campaign from
Raipur from August 11
through Sankalp Shivir
campaign.

In continuation of this
mega campaign, Sankalp
Shivir is to be organized in

Gaurela Pendra Marwahi
district in the next few
days.

GPM Congress District
President Uttam Vasudev
said that the purpose of
the Sankalp Camp is that
each of our workers should
take the schemes of the
Congress government to
the public through this
camp and take resolutions.

The objective of the
Sankalp Shivir of

Congress is to re-form the
Congress government in
Chhattisgarh and to serve
the rural poor people.

Vasudev further said
that when the BJP govern-
ment was in power for 15
years, the work of distrib-
uting mobile phones was
carried on and at some
places, the whole 15 years
were carried out in the
name of rice festival and
Chaur wale Baba,but today

after the coming of
Congress government, the
work of providing jobs to
unemployed youth has
been done and is fulfilling
each and every promise of
its manifesto.

He told that in this reso-
lution camp of Congress
Party, about 6 thousand
party workers from
Marwahi and Kota
Assembly are expected to
be collected.

Fancy dress, poetry competition
marks 70th National Hindi Day 

 Aastha Vidya
Mandir English
Medium School,
Dantewada

Congress resolution camp in GPM district soon
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Islamabad/London, Sep 17 (PTI):

Pakistan’s former
prime minister Nawaz
Sharif ’s planned return
to the country from
London on October 21
will not be affected by the
Supreme Court’s recent
judgement on the amend-
ments to the anti-graft
laws, his legal team has
said.

On his return to the
country, the 73-year-old
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) party
supremo will face all
cases in respect of the
courts, Geo News report-
ed on Sunday.

In a landmark ruling,
the Supreme Court on
Friday scrapped the re-
cent amendments made
to anti-graft laws by the

previous coalition govt
led by the PML-N and re-
stored corruption cases
against public office hold-
ers, including Nawaz,
who was one of the major
beneficiaries of the
changes.

Nawaz, who is set to re-
turn on October 21, end-
ing his self-exile in
London, where he has
lived since 2019, may see
the restoration of a
Toshakhana case against
him. In 2020, an accounta-
bility court declared him
a proclaimed offender in
the Toshakhana vehicles
case. Sharif is accused of
obtaining luxury cars
from the treasury house
by paying just 15 per cent
of the price of these vehi-
cles. Nawaz left for
London in November 2019

after the Lahore High
Court granted him four-
week permission allow-
ing him to go abroad for
his treatment. But he
never returned to
Pakistan where he was
convicted of corruption
and jailed.

He was convicted in the
Al-Azizia Mills and
Avenfield corruption
cases in 2018. He was serv-
ing a seven-year impris-
onment at Lahore’s Kot
Lakhpat jail in the Al-
Azizia Mills case before
he was allowed to proceed
to London in 2019 on
“medical grounds”.

In a crucial meeting of
the PML-N on Saturday,
the party’s legal team
gave Nawaz Sharif a com-
prehensive briefing in the
wake of the apex court’s

verdict striking down
amendments to accounta-
bility laws, the Geo News
reported.

The team comprising
former law minister
Azam Nazeer Tarar, advo-
cate Amjad Pervez, and
PML-N Deputy Secretary
General Attaullah Tarar
gave Nawaz legal clear-
ance for his return to
Pakistan.

“No case is a hindrance
in his way of return to
Pakistan. Nawaz Sharif ’s
return date remains the
same. The date has been
announced. He is coming
back on the same date,”
Tarar said. Former law
minister Azam, who is
currently in London, said
upon returning Nawaz
will face all cases in re-
spect of the courts.

SC verdict on anti-graft law won’t affect
Nawaz Sharif’s planned return to Pak

TOASTING DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS

In this photo provided by the North Korean government, North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, third right, toasts with
Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu, third left, during his visit to the Russian Pacific fleet in Vladivostok, the
Russian Far East. Independent journalists were not given access to cover the event depicted in this image distrib-
uted by the North Korean government. The content of this image is as provided and cannot be independently veri-
fied. Korean language watermark on image as provided by source reads: “KCNA” which is the abbreviation for
Korean Central News Agency. 

Warsaw, Sep 17 (AP):

Poland began to enforce a
European Union (EU) ban
Sunday on all Russian-reg-
istered passenger cars seek-
ing to enter the country the
latest in a series of sanc-
tions on Russia in punish-
ment for its war against
Ukraine.

Under the EU’s decision,
motor vehicles registered in
the Russian Federation are
no longer allowed to enter
the territory of the 27-mem-
ber bloc.

“A car registered in
Russia has no right to enter
Poland,” Polish Interior

Minister Mariusz Kaminski
said Saturday, announcing
the ban that took effect
hours later at midnight.
“This is another element of
the sanctions imposed on
Russia and its citizens in
connection with the brutal
war in Ukraine, due to the
fact that the Russian state
today constitutes a threat to
international security,”
Kaminski said.

The move comes just days
after the nearby Baltic
states of Lithuania, Latvia
and Estonia banned vehi-
cles with Russian license
plates from entering their
territory a joint move in

line with a recent interpre-
tation of the EU’s sanctions
on Moscow. Poland and the
Baltic states are among the
most vocal European critics
of Russia and President
Vladimir Putin.

Earlier on Tuesday,
Dmitry Medvedev, the
deputy head of Russia’s
Security Council chaired by
President Vladimir Putin,
denounced the European
Commission’s move as
racist. He had suggested
that Moscow could retaliate
by suspending diplomatic
ties with the EU and recall-
ing its diplomats from
Brussels.

Poland imposes EU ban on all
Russian-registered passenger cars

Singapore, Sep 17 (PTI):

An Indian-origin lawyer,
already been suspended
from practising in connec-
tion with some other case,
has been charged for four
different offences under law
by the State Courts for al-
legedly slapping a woman
on her cheek at a Hindu tem-
ple here.

Ravi Madasamy, who is
also known as M Ravi, faced
one charge for voluntarily
causing hurt, one for disor-
derly behaviour in public
and two under the
Protection from
Harassment Act at a Hindu
temple in downtown South
Bridge Road after the inci-
dent on Friday, according to
a report by The Straits
Times on Sunday. The 54-
year-year lawyer had al-
legedly slapped the woman
at Sri Mariamman Temple,

where he is also accused of
shouting vulgarities and
using indecent language,
the news report said,
adding, he then purportedly
called another woman at the
temple a prostitute, with the
intention of causing harass-
ment. Prior to this incident,
Ravi had allegedly used abu-
sive words against a man
along Pagoda Street in the
temple vicinity by shouting
a vulgarity in Tamil at him,
also intending to cause ha-
rassment.

Ravi was remanded at the
Institute of Mental Health
on Saturday for medical ex-
amination, and will be pro-
duced in the court on
September 29.

He has two other similar
charges pending from July
2023. The lawyer is current-
ly facing the suspension of
five years, maximum in
such cases, for making

“baseless and grave” allega-
tions that undermine the in-
tegrity of Singapore’s jus-
tice system against the
Attorney-General, prosecu-
tors and the Law Society, the
Straights Times said.

Those who are found
guilty of disorderly behav-
iour in public can be fined
up to Singapore Dollar
(SGD) 1,000 and jailed for up
to one month. If they are re-
peat offenders, they can be
fined up to SGD 2,000, or
jailed for up to six months,
or both. For voluntarily
causing hurt, an offender
can be jailed for up to three
years, fined up to SDG 5,000,
or both. Those who are
found guilty of intending to
cause harassment by using
abusive words, can be fined
up to SGD 5,000, jailed for up
to six months or both, under
the Protection from
Harassment Act.

Case against Indian-origin Singapore lawyer
for slapping woman in Hindu temple

Seoul, Sep 17 (AP):

South Korea’s president
said the international com-
munity “will unite more
tightly” to cope with deep-
ening military cooperation
between Russia and North
Korea, as he pushes to raise
the issue with world leaders
at the U.N. General
Assembly this week.

Worries about Russian-
North Korean ties have
flared since North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un trav-
eled to Russia last week for
a summit with President
Vladimir Putin and to tour
a slew of high-profile mili-
tary and technology sites.
Foreign experts speculate
Kim could refill Russia’s
ammunition inventory
drained in its 18-month war
with Ukraine in return for
economic aid and technolo-
gies to modernize his
weapons systems targeting
South Korea and the U.S.
“Military cooperation be-
tween North Korea and
Russia is illegal and unjust
as it contravenes U.N.
Security Council resolu-
tions and various other in-
ternational sanctions,”
South Korean President
Yoon Suk Yeol said in writ-

ten responses to questions
from The Associated Press
before his departure to New
York to attend the U.N.
General Assembly.

“The international com-
munity will unite more
tightly in response to such a
move,” he said.

In his address
Wednesday at the annual
U.N. gathering, Yoon will
speak about his assessment
of the Russian-North
Korean moves, according to
his office in South Korea,
which added it is discussing
countermeasures with the
U.S., Japan and other part-
ners.

While Russian-North
Korean cooperation is
feared to fuel Russia’s war
efforts in Ukraine, it has
also stoked security jitters
in South Korea, where
many think a Russian
transfer of sophisticated

weapons technologies
would help North Korea ac-
quire a functioning spy
satellite, a nuclear-powered
submarine and more pow-
erful missiles. Some ex-
perts still say North Korea
would end up receiving food
and cash in return for sup-
plying ammunition and
shells because Russia close-
ly guards its high-tech
weapons technologies.

North Korea’s advancing
nuclear arsenal has been a
major source of tensions in
the region, with the North
openly threatening to use
nuclear weapons in poten-
tial conflicts with its rivals
and conducting a barrage of
missile tests since last year.
In response, Yoon and U.S.
President Joe Biden in
April agreed to expand
joint military exercises, in-
crease the temporary de-
ployments of U.S. nuclear
assets and launch a bilater-
al nuclear consultative
group. “Our two countries
(South Korea and the U.S.)
reaffirmed that any nuclear
attack by North Korea will
be met with a swift, over-
whelming and decisive re-
sponse that will bring about
the end of the regime,”
Yoon said.

South Korea’s Yoon warns against 
Russia-North Korea military cooperation

Los Angeles, Sep 17 (PTI):

Reacting to the killing of
Indian student Jaahnavi
Kandula in Seattle in
Washington state of the
US, actor Priyanka Chopra
Jonas said a life is a life
and one can’t put any
value to it.

Kandula, 23, was struck
by a police vehicle driven
by Officer Kevin Dave
when she was crossing a
street on January 23. He
was driving 74 mph (more
than 119 kmh) on the way
to a report of a drug over-
dose call. Kandula was in
the crosswalk and was
thrown 100 feet when she
was struck by the police
patrol car. In bodycam
footage released on
Monday by the Seattle
Police Department, Officer
Daniel Auderer laughed
about the deadly crash and

dismissed any implication
Dave might be at fault or
that a criminal investiga-
tion was necessary. “It’s ap-
palling to learn that such a
tragic incident that hap-
pened 9 months ago is only
coming to light NOW. A life
is a life. One cannot put
any value to it,” Priyanka,
who is based out of Los
Angeles, wrote on her
Instagram Stories
Saturday night. In the

video, Auderer can be
heard saying, “Yeah, just
write a check. USD 11,000.
She was 26 anyway, she had
limited value.” US lawmak-
ers and Indian-Americans
have expressed outrage
over the death of Kandula.
The Biden administration
has assured the Indian gov-
ernment of a prompt probe
into the incident and bring
to justice the police officers
responsible for it.

Priyanka Chopra Jonas on Jaahnavi Kandula’s
death: One cannot put any value to life

FIRE IN OIL COMPANY

A grab from a UGC video posted on the X platform (formerly Twitter), reportedly
shows a raging fire inside the Greater Nile Petroleum Oil Company Tower in
Khartoum. Battles between the regular army and the paramilitary Rapid Support
Forces, which intensified on September 17, had set fire to several key buildings in
central Khartoum.

Washington, Sep 17 (PTI):

Calling the H-1B visa
programme “indentured
servitude”, Indian-
American Republican
presidential aspirant
Vivek Ramaswamy has
vowed to “gut” the lottery-
based system and replace
it with meritocratic ad-
mission if he wins the
race to the White House in
2024.

The H-1B visa, the
much-sought-after among
Indian IT professionals, is
a non-immigrant visa that
allows US companies to

employ foreign workers in
speciality occupations that
require theoretical or tech-
nical expertise.

Technology companies
depend on it to hire tens of
thousands of employees
each year from countries
like India and China.

Ramaswamy himself
has used the visa pro-
gramme 29 times.

From 2018 through 2023,
US Citizenship and
Immigration Services ap-
proved 29 applications for
Ramaswamy’s former
company, Roivant
Sciences, to hire employ-
ees under H-1B visas.

Yet, the H-1B system is
“bad for everyone in-
volved,” Ramaswamy was

quoted as saying by
Politico.

“The lottery system
needs to be replaced by ac-
tual meritocratic admis-
sion. It’s a form of inden-
tured servitude that only
accrues to the benefit of
the company that spon-
sored an H-1B immigrant.
I’ll gut it,” he said in a
statement, adding that the
US needs to eliminate

chain-based migration.
“The people who come

as family members are not
the meritocratic immi-
grants who make skills-
based contributions to this
country.” Ramaswamy
stepped down as chief ex-
ecutive officer of Roivant
in February 2021, but re-
mained the chair of the
company’s board of direc-
tors until February this
year when he announced
his presidential campaign.

As of March 31, the com-
pany and its subsidiaries
had 904 full-time employ-
ees, including 825 in the
U.S., according to its
Securities and Exchange
Commission filings. When
asked about the mismatch

in the Republican presi-
dential hopeful’s policy
stance and his past busi-
ness practices, press secre-
tary Tricia McLaughlin
said the role of a policy-
maker “is to do what’s
right for a country overall:
the system is broken and
needs to be fixed.”

“Vivek believes that reg-
ulations overseeing the
U.S. energy sector are
badly broken, but he still
uses water and electrici-
ty,” she said in a state-
ment. “This is the same.”

Ramaswamy, who is
himself the child of immi-
grants, has captured head-
lines for his restrictionist
immigration policy 
agenda.

Vivek Ramaswamy wants to end H-1B visa programme

Cairo, Sep 17 (AP):

An 18-story building in
the centre of Sudan’s capi-
tal was engulfed in flames
Sunday as fighting be-
tween the military and a
rival paramilitary force
enters its sixth month.

The Greater Nile
Petroleum Oil Company
Tower, situated in the cen-
tre of Khartoum, caught
fire early Sunday during
clashes between the
Sudanese army and the
Rapid Support Forces, ac-
cording to Sudanese
media. It’s unclear how
the fire started or if any-
one was killed. Online
footage of the blaze
showed clouds of dark
smoke rising from the
burnt-out glass-paneled
tower, one of the tallest
buildings in the Sudanese
capital. Sudan has been
rocked by violence since

mid-April, when tensions
between the country’s mil-
itary, led by Gen Abdel
Fattah Burhan, and the
paramilitary Rapid
Support Forces, command-
ed by Gen Mohamed
Hamdan Dagalo, burst
into open fighting.

The conflict has reduced
Khartoum to an urban
warzone. In the Greater
Khartoum area, RSF
troops have comman-
deered civilian homes and
turned them into opera-
tional bases, while the mil-
itary has responded by
bombing the residential
areas, rights groups and
activists say.

In the western Darfur
region, the conflict has
morphed into ethnic vio-
lence, with the RSF and al-
lied Arab militias attack-
ing ethnic African groups,
according to rights groups
and the United Nations.

Fire engulfs 18-story tower block in Sudan’s
capital as rival forces battle for 6th month

Calls it ‘indentured
servitude’

Karachi, Sep 17 (PTI):

The caretaker govern-
ment in Pakistan’s
Balochistan province has
shut down around 500
petrol pumps illegally sup-
plying cheap Iranian fuel
to the people, adversely
impacting local refineries
amid the weakening econ-
omy and high inflation in
the cash-strapped nation.

Iranian fuel is consider-
ably cheaper compared to
the fuel products supplied
by Pakistani refineries.

Balochistan’s caretaker
Information Minister Jan
Achakzai told the media
that these pumps were
selling smuggled Iranian
petrol and diesel to the
people.

“A nationwide crack-
down is being carried out
on the supply of Iranian
fuel products in the coun-
try,” he said.

The crackdown comes
as Pakistan’s caretaker
government announced
yet another hike in the
prices of petrol and diesel,
taking them to a historic
high over Rs 330 per litre
amidst double-digit infla-
tion in the cash-strapped
country. The hike in prices
was dictated to by the

International Monetary
Fund (IMF) which bailed
out Pakistan’s weak econo-
my this year with a sup-
port package of USD 3 bil-
lion.

Iranian fuel, however, is
sold illegally in the coun-
try at approximately 220-
230 rupees per litre.

Smugglers move the
Iranian fuel in containers
via the land border cross-
ings in Balochistan with
Iran and the fuel then trav-
els to other big cities like
Karachi and parts of the
Southern Sindh province.

Iranian fuel products
are mainly sold openly in
the Balochistan province
due to its proximity to
Iran.

A source in the refinery
industry said that the
smuggled Iranian fuel into
Pakistan was adversely
impacting the sale of local
refinery fuel products and
in the weakening economy
and high inflation they
couldn’t bear these drop in
volumes.

The source said that
bringing in Iranian fuel
was a win-win situation
because it is sold for as lit-
tle as 20-30 rupees per litre
in Iran, which is an 
oil-producing country.

Pak’s Balochistan province crackdown
on illegal Iranian fuel pumps



I n the labyrinthine world of Indian
politics, the decision by the

Opposition-led I.N.D.I.A bloc to boycott
certain news anchors and their television
shows has ignited a fierce debate that
resonates far beyond the newsrooms and
party corridors. What initially seemed
like a strategic move to challenge per-
ceived media bias has now evolved into a
larger battle that has raised fundamental
questions about the essence of democra-
cy, press freedom, and the evolving role
of the media in shaping public discourse.

At the heart of this controversy is a list
of 14 news anchors deemed persona non
grata by the I.N.D.I.A bloc. These an-
chors, hailing from prominent news
channels such as News18, Aaj Tak, India
Today, India TV, Republic Bharat, Bharat
24, Times Now Navbharat, and DD News,
suddenly found themselves in the
crosshairs of a political storm. The
I.N.D.I.A alliance, a coalition of opposi-
tion parties, vowed not to send their rep-
resentatives to participate in shows host-
ed by these anchors, citing concerns of
media bias in favor of the ruling BJP—a
phenomenon that has occasionally
earned these anchors the moniker
"Modia" from certain opposition leaders.

However, this decision has not un-
folded without its share of vehement
criticisms, impassioned defenses, and
deep introspections about the role of
journalism in a thriving democracy. As
the controversy continues to simmer, it
beckons us to delve deeper into the nu-
ances and implications of this auda-
cious move that threatens to reshape

India's media landscape.
TThhee  MMeeddiiaa''ss  RReeaaccttiioonn

The news anchors targeted by the
boycott responded with a mixture of sur-
prise, defiance, and concern. Sushant
Sinha, known for his program 'News ki
Pathshala' on Times Now Navbharat, ex-
pressed bewilderment at his inclusion on
the list. He questioned the necessity of
such a boycott, especially for anchors
like him who rarely host debate shows or
invite guests. For him, the boycott
seemed more like an intimidation tactic
rather than a legitimate means of hold-
ing the media accountable.

Rubika Liyaquat of Bharat24 echoed
similar sentiments, framing the decision
as an act of intimidation. She empha-
sized her commitment to fearless jour-
nalism, refusing to shy away from asking
tough questions and challenging the pre-
vailing narratives. In a post on social
media, Liyaquat asserted that the move
was less about boycotting journalists and
more about evading scrutiny and dis-
sent—a concerning trend in any demo-
cratic society.

TThhee  MMeeddiiaa''ss  CCaallll  ffoorr  PPrreessss  FFrreeeeddoomm
The boycott decision quickly garnered

condemnation from the News
Broadcasters and Digital Association
(NBDA). In a resounding statement, the
NBDA voiced its unequivocal disapproval
of the move, asserting that it runs count-
er to the democratic principles India
holds dear. The NBDA underscored the
importance of press freedom and ex-
pressed concern that this boycott threat-
ened to imperil the very essence of

democracy.
The sentiments echoed by the NBDA

reflect a growing unease within the
media community about the future of
journalism and the freedom to report
without fear or favor. It brings into focus
the delicate balance between media re-
sponsibility and journalistic independ-
ence—a balance that is critical for the
health of any democracy.

HHiissttoorriiccaall  PPaarraalllleellss  aanndd  CCoonncceerrnnss
Some news anchors drew parallels be-

tween the current situation and the dark
days of the Emergency in 1975. During
that period, the Congress government
censored the press and suppressed dis-
senting voices, leading to widespread
curbs on freedom of expression. The
comparison serves as a stark reminder of
the significance of safeguarding press
freedom and the media's role as a
guardian of democracy. The anchors have
raised valid concerns about potential fake
cases, threats to their safety in certain
states, and the broader implications of
the boycott. These concerns underscore
the need for an environment where jour-
nalists can perform their vital role with-
out fear of retribution or persecution.

Critics argue that some leaders within
the I.N.D.I.A bloc have made undesirable
comments about Hinduism, sparking ten-
sions and concerns about religious har-
mony. Day in and day out, leaders from
the DMK and other political factions have
been vocal in their criticism of Sanatan
Dharma, the ancient spiritual and reli-
gious tradition that holds a central place
in the lives of millions of Indians.

Additionally, a minister in the Bihar
government reportedly made statements
against the revered epic, the Ramayana.
Such remarks have the potential to incite
sentiments among those who hold these
epics in deep reverence.
RReelliiggiioouuss  TToouurriissmm  aanndd  EEccoonnoommiicc  IImmppaacctt

In this charged atmosphere, it be-
comes crucial to examine the economic
implications of religious tourism. Tamil
Nadu, in particular, relies heavily on reli-
gious tourism as a significant source of
revenue. This sector has played a pivotal
role in shaping the state's economic
landscape. Without the influx of pil-
grims and tourists drawn by religious

sites, Tamil Nadu's economic situation
might be markedly different, possibly
even lagging behind other states like
Bihar. The economic interdependence
between religious tourism and the liveli-
hoods of the people underscores the
sensitivity of religious sentiments in
India. Any interference or insensitive re-
marks have the potential to disrupt this
delicate balance and have far-reaching
consequences on the economic well-
being of regions deeply intertwined with
religious tourism.

SSoocciiaall  IInneeqquuiittiieess  aanndd  DDiissccrriimmiinnaattiioonn
Amidst these religious and political

debates, another grave concern sur-
faces – social inequities and discrimina-
tion based on caste, creed, and religion.
Despite more than seven decades of im-
plementing the Indian Constitution, dis-
crimination continues to persist in vari-
ous forms. The tale of Tamil Nadu,
where the so-called 'Harjans' are served
tea in disposable paper cups while
upper-caste customers receive their
beverages in exclusive glass tumblers, is
a stark example of this reality. The 'two-
tumbler system,' which has endured for
over six decades, stands as a symbol of
this discrimination. Additionally,
Harijans, often termed Dalits, are denied
the simple act of sitting on chairs and
benches inside tea shops in both villages
and town squares. These practices per-
sist despite the progress made in many
other aspects of Indian society.

AA  CCaallll  ffoorr  RReeaasssseessssmmeenntt
In the midst of this complex web of is-

sues, it is imperative for the I.N.D.I.A al-
liance to reconsider its decision to boy-
cott news anchors. Blacklists have no
place in a democracy; they serve only to
mark out targets, perpetuating a cycle of
division and polarization.

This controversy serves as a stark re-
minder of the fragility of democratic val-
ues and the importance of safeguarding
them in the face of political turbulence. It
is a call to action for all stakeholders –
political leaders, media professionals,
and the public – to collectively ensure
that democracy thrives, press freedom
endures, and the nation's diverse voices
continue to resonate in a harmonious and
inclusive chorus.
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Security SOPs
India pays homage to the

brave hearts - Col Manpreet
Singh, Major Ashish Dhonchak,
DSP Humayun Bhat, and an
Army jawan - who made the ulti-
mate sacrifice during a fierce en-
counter with terrorists in south
Kashmir. Despite a decrease in
terror incidents in the Kashmir
valley, our security forces must
remain vigilant and prepared. A
crucial step is to review and
modernize standard operating
procedures (SOPs) for counter-
terrorism operations, adapting to
evolving threats and ensuring ef-
fectiveness. It's imperative to as-
sess current operational tactics
used by terrorists and make nec-
essary adjustments to counter
them effectively.

RRaavvii  KKiisshhaann,,  AAmmbbaallaa

Grim Reality
The recent events in Kashmir,

including the tragic deaths of two
Army officers and a police offi-
cer, along with a simultaneous
encounter in Jammu's Rajouri, re-
sulting in two militant casualties,
serve as stark reminders. Despite
occasional periods of calm, the
region's situation remains far
from ideal. Two attacks occurring
within five weeks in the same
area hint at a resurgence in mili-
tant activities in the Valley.
Security remains a top priority in
Jammu and Kashmir, given its
history of militancy. Incidents like
the one in Anantnag underscore
the imperative of establishing a
secure environment for conduct-
ing elections.

MMKK  NNaaiirr,,  RRaaiippuurr

Reforming News
Anchoring

The banishment of all news
anchors, offering potential socie-
tal benefits. The rise of AI-gener-
ated avatars blurs the line be-
tween reality and falsehood,
complicating disinformation de-
tection. Anchors, while express-
ing opinions, must uphold jour-
nalistic integrity. Volume or in-
tensity alone doesn't verify truth
or accuracy. Vital as political de-
bates are, civility in speech has
become scarce in our times.

SShhiivv  KKuummaarr  MMiisshhrraa,,  RRaaiippuurr

G20's PM Triumph
The G20 summit's resounding

success has undeniably elevated
India's stature, along with that of
the Prime Minister. This achieve-
ment closely follows ISRO's tri-
umphs with Chandrayaan-3 and
Aditya-L1. Given that these mile-
stones have been realized under
PM Modi's leadership, the BJP
stands to gain in upcoming elec-
tions. The G20 summit garnered
widespread acclaim, notably
from member nation leaders.
The most challenging aspect was
forging a consensus for the Delhi
Declaration, a feat accomplished
with skill by the PM and his team.

RRaakkeesshh  GGuuppttaa,,  KKoorrbbaa
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi travels via metro on his way to inaugurate India International Convention and Expo Centre (IICC),
in New Delhi, Sunday, Sept. 17.

MODI TRAVELS VIA METRO

Dr. Manmohan Prakash Shrivastava

T he objective of any organization's
foreign tour program is to explore

a new nation from different perspectives,
to explore possibilities in the context of
one's own country and environment, to
establish unity, brotherhood, and disci-
pline among its fellow members of differ-
ent castes and religions. To forget the dif-
ferences and to make the relations warm,
strong, and to understand and study the
best points of the social condition, civi-
lization, culture, development, and tech-
nology of the destination country and to
implement the excellence of the country
in one's conduct.  For these purposes,
Lions Club International 3233 G-1 organ-
ized a study and entertainment tour of
Dubai and Abu Dhabi State of UAE (from
4-9 September 2023). I was lucky enough
to get the opportunity to be a part of this
tour. For tourism point of view this coun-
try is good for Indians because participa-
tion of Indians in the UAE population,
business, and development activities is
remarkable, secondly the distance of air
travel is less and thirdly Hindi is spoken
here from the airport personnel to shop-
keepers and taxi drivers. 

The country, despite having few natu-
ral resources (only oil, gas, and alu-
minum) is rich in strong economic condi-

tions and architecture technology etc.
Many of the things make this country
number one in the world. There is no in-
come tax. In the name of tax, there is
nominal custom duty and VAT tax. I was
curious to know how this country man-
ages the fund for development and for
that reason I asked the local guide about
resource management. His answer was
fantastic and appealing. He said that in
the absence of corruption, there is no
need to impose taxes because the work is
done at actual cost and in timelines.
Indians can very well understand the
meaning of this answer because in India
nobody can deny the involvement of cor-
ruption and middlemen which increases
the cost of the manufacturing unit etc.
Not only this, in this country strict laws
and punishment against corruption and
crimes for every citizen. Perhaps that is
why the progress of this country is also
fast moving and time-bound. 

In my opinion if corruption and crime
are eliminated from India, then our coun-
try has the potential to quickly achieve
the goal of becoming a developed nation.
The traffic in UAE is very disciplined and
operates at a fast pace. The ruler King
has a clear-cut warning message that if
anyone does not accept or break the rules
of this country, he/she will not have any
place in this country. He/she has to leave
this country after punishment is over.
Can India act like this? On the other hand,
in India we often hear that rules are made
only to be broken. The tourist places of
Dubai and Abu Dhabi are more man-
made than natural. Because nature has
not blessed them with unique diversified
natural beauty like India. 

To promote tourism UAE has provided
international level hotels, restaurants,
amusement parks, safaris, museums,
malls etc. Overall, keeping in mind the
world cultural diversity, development has
been done in Dubai and Abu Dhabi in such
a way that it can become a global center
of attraction for tourists. Whereas in
India the situation is opposite i.e. plenty
of naturally beautiful places but there are
very few modernly developed. Perhaps

that is why the contribution of tourism is
less in the economy of the country.
Although in the last few years, in India
central and State governments has start-
ed focusing on giving them a better at-
tractive look, such as Mahakal Lok, Kashi-
Vishwanath Corridor, Ram Mandir (under
construction) etc. But in these places no-
body can deny the dominance of Pandits,
Pandas, and baggers. On the other side
crime, robbery, theft, and insecurity can-
not be ruled out. Therefore, if India wants
to promote tourism, it should also devel-
op world-class tourist places keeping in
mind the people of all countries, all reli-
gions, and all income groups and make
arrangements to provide complete secu-
rity to the tourists. 

Dubai and Abu Dhabi is the choice of
global tourists because there is neither
theft, robbery, drug addiction nor any
kind of discrimination. Along with this,
the traffic system is advanced, world
class, horn-free, police-free, and Zam-
free. There is a network of cameras
catching crimes. Transport facilities in-
clude bus, taxi, metro, tram, monorail.
The rules and regulations are very strict
and their observance is the same for
everyone from the king to ordinary peo-
ple and is also mandatory. The tall multi-
story buildings are unique examples of
attractive architectural skills in this coun-
try, the cities are systematically settled
with good wide roads and highways. The
city stays awake till midnight with the
glamour, attracting tourists from all over
the world and providing safe movement
for foreigners (men and women). These
points should be kept in mind while de-
veloping India as tourist destinations.
Good things noted in this country are no
reservation, no preference, no exemp-
tion, free education, free medical care,
proper guidance and support for employ-
ment for UAE citizens. It is the responsi-
bility of the government here to make
arrangements for the homeless poor peo-
ple too. 

Tourist attractions in Dubai's include
many tallest and attractive multi-storey
buildings. Some of them may be named-

Burj Khalifa, Burj Al Arab, Canyon Tower,
Museum of the Future, Dubai Mall,
Jumeirah Emirates, Yaqoub Tower, Jivora
Hotel, Marina-101, Dubai Frame, Atlantis
Tower and Hotel, The Marina Torch,
Alamus Tower, Paramount Hotel, Ope
Ground Tower, Latifa Tower, The National
Bank of Dubai, Index Tower, Asian
Commercial Tower, Millennium Tower,
Colex Tower, Emirates Crown Tower,
Marina Gate Vision Tower etc. are promi-
nent as well. Palm Jumeirah Dubai Creek,
The Palm Tree Island, Dubai Internet City,
Desert Safari are also attractive. While
the main attractive buildings in Abu
Dhabi are Sheikh Zayed Mosque, National
Oil Company Office, Emirates Palace,
Etihad Tower, Aldar Headquarters etc.
and Yash Island is also worth seeing. The
beauty is that all the buildings are differ-
ent from each other, appear to be talking
to the sky, are unique examples of attrac-
tive architectural skills. Both the cities
(Dubai and Abu Dhabi) are planned and
systematically settled. 

The country has an attractive palm
tree-shaped man-made Island where al-
most every house has its own personal
beach point. It seems that the people of
UAE have the skills to build cities in sand
and turn the sea into artificial islands,
even without the availability of freshwa-
ter, they have the technology to convert
seawater into fresh water on a large
scale. The energy source is sun (solar en-
ergy) and sea (hydroelectric energy).
Buildings and streets electricity supply is
underground. No web of stars can be
seen anywhere like India. I am troubled
by the fact that why has this not hap-
pened yet in most of the cities in our
country? Whereas the technical experts
of our country already know that under-
ground wiring (cable) is a good option to
prevent theft of electricity and to avoid
wastage of electricity due to emission.  

This tour made us realize that to cre-
ate the best, honest commitment is re-
quired. Temple, Gurudwara, Church,
Manjid are all together, there is respect
for all religions. That is why people from
all over the world visit here for various

purposes, presenting a unique example of
unity, brotherhood, discipline, and har-
mony. In my view, this is the only thing
that explains the secret of its develop-
ment story.

Harmony and a peaceful situation in
the country perhaps provide enough en-
ergy to the king (ruler) for establishing
new dimensions in the nation and making
this country the leader in the world
tourism industry. The cities here keep in-
novating continuously so that tourists
keep coming here again and again. An ex-
ample of this is that Dubai Creek Tower,
which is taller than Burj Khalifa, is under
construction in Dubai, and many islands
are being developed; the world's largest
casino is also under construction (there is
not a single casino yet). It is clear that the
people of UAE are ready to partially com-
promise with their culture to promote
tourism. The people here have a good
habit that they move forward by learning
and not by pulling others' legs and block-
ing the path. The interesting thing is that
the people here are also ready to teach
others. Here, instead of jealousy, there is
a feeling of joy towards those who learn
and move forward.

Indian tourists, in spite of knowing
that nothing is made here in this country,
everything comes from foreign countries
(many goods are imported from India
too), yet they are not able to give up the
allure of foreign goods and the tempta-
tion to save a few rupees in the purchase
of gold, etc. I believe that it is very impor-
tant to visit a foreign country, understand
its culture, science, technology, and de-
velopment, but in order to save a few ru-
pees purchasing of foreign items is not
fair as far as the Swadeshi concept and
Atmanirbhar Bharat are concerned. In my
view, the Indian and state governments
should also give some tax exemption ben-
efit to foreign tourists on the purchase of
indigenous products to get global expan-
sion. In this Lions Club tour, members got
the mantra to follow the rules and regula-
tions of the country and work for the
progress and development of the country
with excellence.

O ur democracy stands at a crossroads, and a pivotal report
has emerged, submitted to the Supreme Court, which

could redefine the contours of our electoral politics. Drafted by
the esteemed senior advocate Vijay Hansaria, who serves as an
amicus curiae in an ongoing petition addressing the expedited
trial of politicians ensnared in criminal cases, this report calls
for a fundamental overhaul in the way we approach electoral eli-
gibility. It fervently advocates for the implementation of a life-
time ban on individuals convicted of moral turpitude from par-
ticipating in elections, shedding light on the dubious constitu-
tionality of the existing provision that allows them to re-enter
the political arena after a mere six years of release. The report's
argument is not just persuasive but also profoundly moral. It un-
derscores the immediate necessity of ensuring that individuals
found guilty of grave crimes, such as rape, murder, drug traffick-
ing, corruption, or involvement in terror activities, should face
permanent disqualification from contesting elections, regard-
less of when they regain their freedom. Central to this debate is
Section 8 of the Representation of the People Act, a legal loop-
hole that has persistently obstructed efforts to cleanse politics of
criminal elements. Addressing this glaring flaw is paramount to
restore the integrity of our democratic processes. However, the
pursuit of reform extends beyond the closure of this pivotal
legal loophole. Equally pressing is the imperative to expedite the
judicial process in cases involving Members of Parliament
(MPs) and Members of Legislative Assemblies (MLAs). Swift
resolutions will empower political parties to make well-informed
decisions concerning the candidature or continued tenure of
elected representatives, ensuring a more transparent and ac-
countable political landscape for the electorate. This reform, if
implemented, would have far-reaching consequences on our elec-
toral system. It would signal to the nation and the world that we
are committed to upholding the highest standards of morality
and integrity in our political arena. It would demonstrate our re-
solve to rid our democracy of the tarnish that comes with the
participation of individuals convicted of moral turpitude.
Moreover, it would elevate the trust and confidence of the elec-
torate in our political processes. The report by the amicus curiae
serves as a clarion call for the resurrection of electoral integrity
and the revitalization of our democratic ideals. However, its suc-
cess hinges not only on its merits but also on the collective will of
our political establishment and society at large. It is incumbent
upon our lawmakers to heed this call for reform, to recognize the
urgency of the matter, and to act in the best interests of our
democracy. To ensure that the reform is not merely symbolic but
also effective, we must commit to a comprehensive overhaul of
our electoral system. This includes measures to expedite the ju-
dicial process, as suggested by the amicus curiae's report, so that
the electorate can make informed decisions during elections.

Reviving Electoral Integrity

I ndia's digital landscape is a paradox that demands our im-
mediate attention. On one hand, we witness remarkable

growth in internet connectivity, but on the other, a vast majority
of our population remains untouched by the digital revolution.
This glaring digital divide, especially in rural-urban connectivi-
ty, poses a formidable challenge that must be overcome to realize
the full potential of the Digital India Mission. According to data
from the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI), an im-
pressive 93% of our villages are now connected to mobile broad-
band networks. This achievement, at first glance, appears prom-
ising. However, a deeper examination reveals a disheartening
reality—61% of people in these connected areas still do not uti-
lize mobile internet services. The gender gap in internet usage
exacerbates this issue, with only 30% of women in our country
accessing the internet, compared to 51% of men. While there
was a modest increase in female internet users during the
COVID-19 pandemic, this growth has plateaued, in stark con-
trast to the continuous rise among men. Additionally, smart-
phone ownership is heavily skewed toward men, with nearly
half of the male population owning these devices, while only a
quarter of women enjoy the same privilege. It is crucial to rec-
ognize that India is not alone in facing this digital divide; it is a
global concern. Shockingly, over one-third of the world's popula-
tion remains disconnected from the internet, despite mobile in-
ternet coverage extending to approximately 95% of the global
populace, as reported by the GSM Association. The pandemic
introduced new paradigms of work, including 'work from home'
and 'work from anywhere.' However, to make these concepts fea-
sible and equitable for all, access to a fast and reliable mobile in-
ternet connection is imperative. TRAI's consultation paper un-
derscores the urgency of addressing the uneven adoption of
new technologies among different sections of society and busi-
nesses. It also emphasizes the need to ensure that these tech-
nologies do not exacerbate digital exclusion. Affordability
emerges as a significant barrier to smartphone access in India.
While it was expected that easy access to smartphones would ac-
celerate digital inclusion, the reality is starkly different. In 2022,
the cost of the cheapest internet-enabled smartphone in India
was a staggering 35.91% of the average monthly income, com-
pared to a global average of 26%. In developed countries, this fig-
ure is below 5%. The digital divide also manifests in urban and
rural areas. As of September 2022, internet density in urban
areas stands at 104.77%, while in rural areas, it languishes at
38.33%. This glaring gap of more than 66% in internet penetra-
tion underscores the need for comprehensive strategies to em-
power citizens digitally. It is imperative to provide convenient
access to over 400 government services, such as internet bank-
ing, Aadhaar enrollment and updating, e-governance services,
and financial services like the Prime Minister's Jan Dhan
Yojana, for those still excluded from the digital realm. TRAI's
document paints a comprehensive picture of digital inclusion in
India. While the macro-level performance of our country is
commendable, micro and disaggregated data reveal disparities
in internet usage across different sections of society and geo-
graphical regions. These disparities demand careful scrutiny
and holistic solutions to ensure that every Indian citizen is em-
powered to partake in the digital journey, leaving no one behind.
At its core, the digital exclusion problem stems from an overem-
phasis on infrastructural development for mobile internet con-
nectivity, with insufficient attention to the affordability of new
technologies for the intended users. To bridge this digital abyss,
we must shift our focus towards making digital access not just a
privilege but a fundamental right for all Indians.

Bridging Digital Abyss

India can learn a lot from UAE to promote tourism

Media Boycott: A Crucial Battle for India’s Democratic Soul
YASH PAL RALHAN
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Circular Design
Challenge

New Delhi: With the
aim to give a global
platform to fashion de-
sign talent across the
world, Circular
Design Challenge
(CDC) has announced
its worldwide expan-
sion that culminates
at the upcoming sea-
son of Lakm Fashion
Week in association
with FDCI (Fashion
Design Council of
India). "Presented by
R|Elan, the next-gen
fabric brand of India's
largest conglomerate
Reliance Industries
Limited (RIL), in asso-
ciation with the
United Nations in
India, CDC aims to-
wards a greener and
more sustainable fu-
ture globally by pro-
moting the eco-con-
scious creatives 
of the fashion indus-
try," a company state-
ment said.

Finmin
New Delhi: The fi-
nance ministry has in-
vited applications for
the post of Whole
Time Member
(Distribution) at in-
surance regulator
Irdai. The applicant
should preferably
have at least 25 years
of experience in the
relevant area with a
minimum of three
years experience at a
senior level, the
Department 
of Financial 
Services said in an ad-
vertisement.

Akasa Air 
New Delhi/Mumbai:
Akasa Air said it has
taken legal action
against a "small set of
pilots" for leaving the
airline without serv-
ing their notice peri-
od. The departure of
pilots had led to can-
cellation of many
flights. Pilot shortage
is impacting services
of the airline, sources
said. "We have sought
legal remedy only
against a small set of
pilots who abandoned
their duties and left
without serving 
their mandatory con-
tractual notice peri-
od," an Akasa Air
spokesperson said 
in a statement.

NCLAT 
New Delhi: The
Insolvency &
Bankruptcy Code is
"not a recovery mech-
anism", observed the
National Company
Law Appellate
Tribunal, while dis-
missing a plea against
United Telecoms Ltd
filed by one of its op-
erational creditors.
This is the second
such observation from
the Chennai bench of
the insolvency appel-
late tribunal this
month, after declining
to entertain the 
petition from opera-
tional creditors.

Tinder 
New Delhi: Online
dating platform
Tinder on Sunday
said it has partnered
with not-for-profit or-
ganisation Centre for
Social Research to
offer safety guidance
to its users. The addi-
tional safety guide,
along with the exist-
ing 15 safety features
on the app, is part of
Tinder's efforts to en-
sure safety of its
users, leveraging
NGO CSR India's in-
sights amid the inter-
section of technology
and violence against
women, Tinder told
PTI. Tinder users will
get a prompt through
in-app message for ac-
cessing the "Dating
Safety Guideline".

FASHION SHOW

A model walks the runway during the Meta Vocus
fashion show at the Global Fashion Collective II 

during New York Fashion Week - September 2023.

New Delhi, Sep 17 (PTI):

The two world class con-
vention and exhibition
centres -- Bharat
Mandapam at Pragati
Maidan and Yashobhoomi
at Dwarka -- will help pro-
mote trade, industry and
employment, Commerce
and Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal said on
Sunday.

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi dedicated
the first phase of India
International Convention
and Expo Centre -
'Yashobhoomi' to the na-

tion at Dwarka on Sunday,
while the ITPO's Bharat
Mandapam was inaugu-
rated on July 26.

India Trade Promotion
Organization (ITPO) is an
arm of the commerce min-
istry.

"Bharat Mandapam and
Yashobhoomi will pro-
mote trade, industry, ex-
port and employment.
Yashobhoomi will pro-
mote MSME sector, farm-
ers and artisans and pro-
vide new opportunities
and markets for them,"
Goyal said. He added that
steps to make laws sim-

pler, supporting startups,
and increasing trade will
help to promote the coun-
try's economic growth.

On PM Vishwakarma
Yojana, Goyal said that the
prime minister has recog-
nised the hard work of ar-
tisans and the scheme will
honour and strengthen
them.

Modi launched Rs
13,000-crore PM
Vishwakarma Yojana
(scheme) for traditional
artisans and craftsmen,
and inaugurated the Rs
5,400-crore first phase of
state-of-the art India
International Convention
and Expo Centre (IICC) --
'Yashobhoomi' -- at
Dwarka.

The goal of the
Vishwakarma scheme is
to enhance the accessibili-
ty and quality of products
and services offered by tra-
ditional artisans and
craftsmen. The scheme of-
fers collateral-free enter-
prise development loans of
Rs 1 lakh (first tranche for
18 months repayment) and
Rs 2 lakh (second tranche
for 30 months repayment).

Bharat Mandapam, Yashobhoomi 
to promote trade, employment: Goyal

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Union Ministers
Nirmala Sitharaman, Piyush Goyal and Narayan Rane
during the inauguration of India International Convention
and Expo Centre (IICC), in New Delhi, Sunday.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  SSeepp  1177  ((PPTTII))::

India and Brazil have started
talks to mutually resolve a
sugar related trade dispute at
the World Trade Organisation
(WTO) and as part of the solu-
tion the South American nation
may share ethanol production
technology with New Delhi, an
official said.

Brazil is the largest producer
of sugarcane and ethanol in the
world. It is also a leader in the
technology used for ethanol
production. "Few rounds of
talks have been held as part of
our efforts to resolve the dis-
pute. We have also held inter-
ministerial meetings here.
Brazil is saying that they will
share with us technology for
ethanol (production). It is a
positive thing," the official said.
Ethanol is used to blend with oil
to power vehicles. Use of
ethanol, extracted from sugar-
cane as well as broken rice and
other agri produce, will help
the world's third largest oil con-
sumer and importing country
cut its reliance on overseas
shipments. India currently is 85
per cent dependent on imports
for meeting its oil needs. Also,
it cuts carbon emissions. There
is a target of 20 per cent
ethanol blended petrol by 2025.

India would also have to
offer something as part of the
mutually agreed solution
(MAS) to resolve the dispute at
the Geneva-based multi-lateral
body. Recently India and the US
have ended six trade disputes
and have also agreed to termi-
nate the seventh case. As part
of the solution, while New Delhi
removed retaliatory duties on 8
American products like apples
and walnuts, the US is provid-
ing market access to Indian
steel and aluminium products
without levying extra duties.
The official said that India is
also following a similar process
for other complainants of the
sugar dispute at the WTO. In
2019, Brazil, Australia and
Guatemala dragged India into
the WTO's dispute settlement
mechanism alleging that New
Delhi's sugar subsidies to farm-
ers are inconsistent with global
trade rules.

A WTO dispute settlement
panel on December 14, 2021,
ruled that India's support
measures for the sugar sector
are inconsistent with the global
trade norms. In January 2022,
India appealed against the
panel's ruling at the WTO's
appellate body, which is the
final authority to pass rulings
against such disputes.

India, Brazil begin talks to resolve
sugar related trade dispute at WTO

New Delhi, Sep 17 (PTI):

Jaguar Land Rover is
closely monitoring the de-
mand for battery electric
vehicles in India and de-
pending upon the emerg-
ing scenario will "strate-
gise" the entry of more
models into the country,
according to a top compa-
ny executive.

In an interaction with
PTI, Jaguar Land Rover
(JLR) India Managing
Director Rajan Amba said
the domestic market is dis-
tinct in its demands for a
variety of factors.

"And as such we are
closely monitoring de-
mand for battery electric
vehicles (BEVs). As luxu-
ry consumers become

more discerning in their
choices and adoption of
new technology, we are
committed to delivering
exceptional vehicles that
exceed their expectations
along these lines," he
noted. The company cur-
rently sells just one elec-

tric model -- Jaguar I-Pace
-- in the country.

Globally, JLR will open
bookings for the new
Range Rover BEV by end
of this year, built upon the
success of existing modu-
lar longitudinal architec-
ture (MLA), which cur-

rently underpins the ICE
(internal combustion en-
gine) Range Rover and
Range Rover Sport models.

The MLA platform gives
the company the flexibili-
ty to produce ICE, hybrid,
and BEV Range Rovers as
required, tailored to meet
the demands of different
markets, Amba noted.

"Thus, as the demand
and trends in the Indian
market evolve, we will ac-
cordingly strategise the
entry of our EVs into
India," he noted.

The British automaker,
a wholly-owned sub-
sidiary of Tata Motors
since 2008, aims to trans-
form into a modern luxu-
ry vehicle business over
the coming years.

Closely monitoring demand 
for battery electric vehicles: JLR India

Jaguar Land
Rover (JLR) India

Managing
Director Rajan

Amba 

New Delhi, Sep 17 (PTI):

Home-grown FMCG
major Dabur is scaling up
its digestive brand
Hajmola and mosquito re-
pellent brand Odomos,
amplifying their reach to
include them on the list of
its power brands, CEO
Mohit Malhotra said.

Dabur's fast moving con-
sumer goods (FMCG) port-
folio currently includes
nine distinct power
brands -- eight in India and
one in the overseas mar-
kets, which together ac-
count for 70 per cent of its
total sales.

Currently, Dabur's 75
per cent revenue comes
from the domestic busi-
ness. Its domestic business
is concentrated in eight

power brands -- Dabur
Chyawanprash, Dabur
Honey, Dabur Honitus,
Dabur PudinHara, Dabur
Lal Tail, Dabur Amla,
Dabur Red Paste, Real.

Vatika is Dabur's inter-
national power brand of-
fering a range of personal
care products for the glob-

al audience. Currently,
Dabur has 17 brands that
are above Rs 100 crore but
lesser than Rs 500 crore in
size, said Malhotra while
addressing the investor
meet last week.

"We have 17 brands,
which are in the range of
Rs 100-500 crore.

These are the brands for
the future, which we will
scale up. If you look five
years prior, they all were
sub-Rs 100 crore brands,"
he said.

Malhotra further added
that Dabur will grow these
brands, which already
have the scale and wants
to take them to as many
homes as possible.

"Hajmola for example,
we are trying to push it
into a power brand.

Dabur scaling up Hajmola and Odomos
to include them on its power brand list

Dabur  CEO Mohit
Malhotra

New Delhi, Sep 17 (PTI):

Foreign portfolio in-
vestors (FPIs) have pulled
out close to Rs 4,800 crore
from equities in the first
fortnight of September on
rising US bond yields, a
stronger dollar, and con-
cerns over global econom-
ic growth.

Before the outflow, FPIs
were incessantly buying
Indian equities in the last
six months from March to
August and brought in Rs
1.74 lakh crore during the
period. In the coming
days, FPIs are likely to
press sale as the market is
at record highs and valua-
tions are high, V K
Vijayakumar, Chief
Investment Strategist at
Geojit Financial Services,
said. "With high bond
yields in the US (the 10-

year is at 4.28 per cent) and
the dollar index above 105,
FPIs are likely to sell
more," he added.

According to the data
with the depositories,
Foreign Portfolio
Investors (FPIs) pulled out
a net sum of Rs 4,768 crore
from the equities so far
this month (till September
15). This figure includes
bulk deals and invest-
ments through the pri-
mary market.

This came after FPI in-
vestment in equities had
hit a four-month low of Rs
12,262 crore in August.

"The net outflow (in
September) was mainly
due to uncertainties sur-
rounding the global inter-
est rate landscape, particu-
larly in the United States,
and concerns regarding
global economic growth,"

Himanshu Srivastava,
Associate Director -
Manager Research,
Morningstar India, said.

These concerns stem
from broader global
macroeconomic factors,
including surging crude
oil prices and the reemer-
gence of inflation risks, he
said.

He further said that wor-
ries about an impending
interest rate hike in the
United States and its po-
tential impact on the glob-
al economy have made in-
vestors more cautious,
prompting them to adopt a
"wait-and-watch" ap-
proach.

"While FPI withdrawals
in September have raised
concerns, it's important to
view these movements in
the broader context of
global financial dynamics.

FPIs take out Rs 4,800 crore from equities
In first fortnight of September

Mumbai, Sep 17:  

Mastercard  announced
the launch of ALT ID solu-
tion for guest checkout
transactions. ALT ID is a
custom-made capability
developed by Mastercard
to create an alternate iden-
tifier for the real card
numbers provided by card-
holders during guest
checkout transactions on
e-commerce platforms.
This solution will enhance
online payment security
for both merchants and
consumers.

Previously, the company
rolled out card-on-file tok-
enization solution for
cardholders to safely com-
plete transactions without
revealing sensitive card
details. The Mastercard
ALT ID solution is meant
for cardholders who carry

out transactions without
saving their cards, also re-
ferred to as guest check-
out. It creates and stores
an alternate identifier for
each card, thereby enhanc-
ing the security of such
online payments.

“The ALT ID solution is
yet another testament to
Mastercard’s constant en-
deavor to introduce inno-
vative products and solu-
tions that are compliant,
user friendly, and enhance
the safety and security of
digital payments while
making them seamless for
both merchants and card-
holders. By ensuring a
safer shopping experience,
this solution will also sup-
port the growth of e-com-
merce in India,” said
Anubhav Gupta, Senior
Vice President, South
Asia, Mastercard.

Mastercard launches 
solution to enhance security 

PPuunnee,,  SSeepp  1177::  

Piaggio Vehicles Pvt Ltd,
the 100% subsidiary of the
Italian Piaggio Group and
maker of the iconic Vespa and
sporty Aprilia range of scoot-
ers has announced an exciting
addition to its performance
luxury portfolio, the Aprilia SR
Storm 125. The new scooter
will be available in 4 colours -
Matt Black, Matt Red, Matt
Yellow, and Glossy White.

Equipped with the excep-
tional i-get engine proven to
deliver excellent acceleration,
the new Aprilia SR Storm
comes with a 125cc, 3-valve 4-
stroke engine. The scooter is
agile covering a quick 0-60
Km/Hr in just 9.6 seconds
helping riders win their daily
signal-to-signal race.  A scoot-
er for those who look for fun
at every turn, the Aprilia SR
Storm has a tubular steel

frame with bold graphics, 12-
inch tubeless tyres with disk
brakes, a semi-digital cluster,
and comfortable suspension.   

Announcing the launch,
Ajay Raghuvanshi, Executive
Vice President of 2W Domestic
Business (ICE) at Piaggio
Vehicles Private Limited said,
“We believe the Aprilia Storm
125 is simply one of the most
effective 125cc scooters on
the road. 

Swift and light, it offers
benchmark performance for
the entire category, thanks
also to its new engine.  An
unstoppable force in urban
commuting and ready for
adventures, the Aprilia SR
Storm125 is agile, sporty, and
able to take on anything with
its comfortable suspension.  

It offers an active ride that
ensures improved control on
the road and makes riding fun
and dynamic wherever you go.

Aprilia India launches
Aprilia SR Storm 125

Mumbai, Sep 17: 

ICICI Prudential Life
Insurance has launched
an innovative income
plan, ICICI Pru GIFT Pro,
which provides customers
the option to receive either
a year-on-year increasing
income or a constant regu-
lar income. In addition,
the life cover component of
this non-participating sav-
ings product ensures the
family has financial secu-
rity. ICICI Pru GIFT Pro al-
lows customers to cus-
tomise the product to their
unique needs by providing
a choice of income bene-
fits and premium payment
terms, among other flexi-
bilities.

Along with assured
long-term income, ICICI
Pru GIFT Pro offers cus-
tomers the option to re-

ceive a lump sum benefit.
Customers have the flexi-
bility to choose any
amount up to 100% of the
premiums paid as a lump
sum benefit and also select
the timing of receiving the
benefit. With this feature,
customers can plan for
life's most cherished mile-
stones, such as owning a
house, leaving a lasting
legacy for loved ones, or
building a substantial re-
tirement corpus.

This feature-rich prod-
uct also ensures the nomi-
nee will continue to re-
ceive the income in case of
the demise of the policy-
holder during the income
period. ICICI Pru GIFT
Pro effectively provides
customers with the flexi-
bility to meet both short
and long-term income
needs.

ICICI Pru GIFT Pro pro-
vides a range of premium
payment terms from 5 to
12 years, letting customers
save as per their conven-
ience and goal timeline.
Also from the 8th year on-
wards, they can start re-
ceiving income for as long
as 30 years.

Amit Palta, Chief
Distribution Officer, ICICI
Prudential Life Insurance
said, "We are excited to in-
troduce ICICI Pru GIFT
Pro, a long-term savings
product with built-in flexi-
bilities that will allow cus-
tomers to adjust the prod-
uct to suit their unique
needs, thereby enabling
them to better prepare for
and achieve life goals.
Besides the life cover com-
ponent in the product pro-
vides financial security to
the family.

ICICI launches ICICI Pru GIFT Pro 
Mumbai, Sep 17 (PTI):

Small Industries
Development Bank of
India (Sidbi), which refi-
nances SME loans, plans to
float a Rs 10,000-crore
rights issue next fiscal to
expand its equity capital as
it expects to grow assets to
Rs 5 lakh crore by March
2024 from about Rs 4 lakh
crore in March 2023, a top
official has said. The cen-
tral government owns 20.8
per cent in Sidbi, while
State Bank of India holds
15.65 per cent and Life
Insurance Corporation
13.33 per cent. The rest of
the equity is held by other
public financial institu-
tions and banks. The
shareholders will sub-
scribe to the proposed

rights issue. The lender's
loan growth optimism
comes from the demand
for direct financing that is
growing by leaps and
bounds, which two years
ago was only 7 per cent of
its book but is now 14 per
cent. Sivasubramanian
Ramann, chairman and
managing director, said
the proposed rights issue
will be carried out in two
tranches of Rs 5,000 crore
each next fiscal to expand
its capital base by Rs 10,000
crore and support the
growing balance sheet,
which is expected to rise
by a quarter from the pres-
ent. "We recently had
moved the department of
financial services seeking
to raise capital. Following
this they moved the stand-

ing committee of
Parliament which has sug-
gested a capital support of
Rs 10,000 crore to us next
fiscal so to provide us with
more lending support to
SMEs," Ramann said here
over the weekend.

Sidbi's capital adequacy
ratio (CAR) came down to
19.29 per cent in FY23 from
24.28 per cent in FY22, ac-
cording to the annual re-
port which explained the
fall to the effective capital
utilisation to increase the
portfolio of the bank. This
again fell to 15.63 per cent
as of the June 2023 quarter.
However, according to rat-
ing agency Icra, this capi-
talisation level is comfort-
able as it is supported by
lower risk weights for the
refinance book.

Sidbi to raise Rs 10,000 crore
from rights issue next fiscal

Skoda Auto India
introduces

Kushaq and Slavia 
MMuummbbaaii,,  SSeepp  1177:: Skoda Auto
India, makers of the safest,
highest-rated, crash-tested
cars in India, have announced
two new product actions with
the Kushaq Onyx Plus and the
Slavia Ambition Plus. Both
variants feature festive pric-
ing, attractive new exchange
benefits, and special corporate
plans, all for a limited period. 
The Kushaq Onyx Plus boasts
all-new R16 Grus alloys and a
Window Chrome Garnish. The
front grille ribs and the trunk
garnish at the rear are now fin-
ished in chrome. The Onyx
Plus will be powered by the 1.0
TSI engine mated to a manual
transmission. The Kushaq
Onyx Plus is priced at Rs
11.59* lakh and will be avail-
able exclusively in Candy
White and Carbon Steel
colours.  



Central Chronicle News

MMaanneennddrraaggaarrhh,,  SSeepp  1177::  In a con-
certed effort led by Collector
Narendra Kumar Dugga, a free
health check-up camp was organ-
ized at the Community Health
Center in Manendragarh on
September 16, in collaboration
with the District Health Unit and
Ramkrishna Care Hospital. The
camp featured distinguished doc-
tors from the state offering com-
plimentary health examinations,
including free blood sugar tests,
to the local residents. Shri Ram
Krishna Care Hospital, Raipur,
spearheaded this initiative, with

renowned medical professionals
extending their services. Dr.
Sandeep Pandey, a gastroenterol-
ogist, Dr. Vikram Sharma, a gen-
eral surgeon, and Dr. Ravi
Jayaswal, a specialist in medical
oncology, provided free consulta-
tions and treatments to all atten-
dees. The camp successfully

catered to approximately 150 pa-
tients, with the majority seeking
consultations in gastroenterology.
Additionally, around 30 patients
received examinations from the
surgical department, and approxi-
mately 20 patients benefited from
the cancer department's expert-
ise during the camp.
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Dongargaon, Sep 17: The
Parivartan Yatra, set in mo-
tion from Devri in Balod dis-
trict on September 16, con-
tinued its journey, reaching
the village of Badgaon
Charbhatta, where the State
President Arun Sao was ac-
corded a warm welcome.
This yatra, originating in
Dantewada, marked its fifth
day as it entered the

Dongargaon Vidhan Sabha
constituency, with BJP lead-
ers seizing the opportunity
to enumerate the Congress
government's shortcomings
while drawing parallels to
the previous BJP adminis-
tration, likening Congress
to a mirage.

Despite the festive am-
biance of Chhattisgarh's
Teej festival and inclement
weather, the village of
Arjuni witnessed a massive
turnout, making the
Parivartan Yatra an out-
standing success. Within
the Dongargaon Vidhan
Sabha constituency, BJP en-
thusiasts and local resi-
dents warmly greeted the

Parivartan Yatra in
Badgaon Charbhatta.
During this juncture, State
President Arun Sao ex-
pressed his gratitude to the
villagers for their gracious
reception while rallying for
a transformation in the cur-

rent Congress-led govern-
ment.

Upon reaching
Dongargaon, a spirited bike
rally complemented the
Parivartan Yatra. The
grand assembly in Arjuni
was graced by the presence

of State President Arun
Sao, Goa Chief Minister
Pramod Sawant, former
Chief Minister Dr. Raman
Singh, and Bhatapara MLA
Shivratna Sharma, who ad-
dressed the massive gather-
ing.

Before this significant
event, Dinesh Gandhi, the
District President, critically
evaluated the performance
of Vidhayak Daleshar Sahu
and shed light on the irregu-
larities during his ten-year
tenure. The program,
presided over by Mandal
President Ramkumar
Gupta, culminated with a
vote of thanks from former
MLA KheduramSahu.

Neelu Chandrwanshi joins devotees 
in Sitaram Sankirtan celebration

Central Chronicle News

PPaannddaarriiaa,,  SSeepp  1177::  Former
Congress President Neelu
Chandrwanshi graced the spir-
itual ambiance in the Pandaria
block, where the Bolbam
Committee organized a
Ramdhuni Sitaram Sankirtan
and Jhuladarshan event.
Neelu Chandravanshi offered
prayers to Lord Rama and
sought blessings for the well-
being of the entire region. He
also swung the cradle of Lord's
palanquin.

Chandravanshi, a fervent ad-
vocate of devotional singing,
underscored the profound pu-
rification that comes with
chanting Lord Shri Ram's name.
Chandravanshi elaborated on
how this practice not only puri-
fies the mind but also the body,

leaving no room for worldly at-
tachments or aversions.  By res-
onating with the Lord's name,
attendees sought to cleanse
their minds and foster an envi-
ronment of spiritual purity with-
in the village. Chandravanshi
firmly believed that the
Ramdhuni Sankirtan program
would undoubtedly usher in
happiness, peace, and prosperi-
ty to the residents of Ruse. The

event witnessed the presence
of eminent personalities, in-
cluding former Sarpanch
Jagannath Banjare, Baldaau
Sahu Sarpanch, Rajesh
Chandravanshi Zone Incharge,
Dilip Chandravanshi, Lalit
Chandravanshi, Tikam Sharma,
Gopal Chandravanshi, along
with other committee members
and villagers from neighboring
communities.
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Mungeli, Sep 17: The
concluding event of the
Hindi Fortnight was or-
ganized at Mungeli - St.
Xavier's High School. The
chief guest for the pro-
gram was the renowned
author from the city, Mrs.
Sudharani Sharma. Mrs.
Sharma, a literary figure,
has established a free li-
brary in her home to en-
hance the reading skills of
students.

At the beginning of the
program, a floral bouquet
and a token of remem-
brance were presented to
the chief guest by
Principal Shubhendu

Mandal. Subsequently,
Principal Mandal extend-
ed his best wishes to the
children for Hindi Diwas,
emphasizing that India is
a country of diversity, and
Hindi serves as a binding
force among its people. He
highlighted that Hindi is
not just a national lan-
guage but also a symbol of
national pride and 
prestige.

Chief guest Sudharani
Sharma enlightened the

students on how continu-
ous practice can help them
achieve their goals and en-
couraged them to engage
in continuous learning.
She praised St. Xavier's
School as one of the most
renowned and beloved
schools in Mungeli
District. She commended
the dedication of the prin-
cipal, teachers, and stu-
dents.

During the Hindi
Fortnight, various pro-

grams were organized in
the school. Montessori
classes recited poems,
while class one and two
students participated in
storytelling and poetry
recitation competitions.

Class three and four stu-
dents organized a book
reading competition, and
class five and six students
had a dictation contest.
Class seven and eight stu-
dents engaged in a Hindi
quiz competition. Class

9th and 10th students en-
gaged in newspaper read-
ing and poem writing.The
program concluded with
the chief guest distribut-
ing prizes to the winning
students.

To make the program in-
teresting, a beautiful play
based on the dialogue be-
tween Lord Rama, Lord
Lakshmana, and Lord
Parashurama was present-
ed by the 10th-grade stu-
dents, Aishwarya,
Anushka, Rinkal, Ankur,
Shauryadeep, Kanha, and
Sarvasva.

The students Astha,
Sejal, Ashi, and Anushka
presented couplets (Doha
and Vachan). The program
was skillfully conducted
by the 12th-grade students,
Mansi Soni and Suprita
Tamboli.

Continuous rainfall fills rivers, 
canals, and ponds in Mugeli

Central Chronicle News

Mungeli, Sep 17:
Unrelenting rainfall in the
Mungeli region has result-
ed in rivers, canals, and
ponds brimming to the
brim. Fortunately, there
have been no reports of
damage to crops, but the
water levels in reservoirs
have significantly surged.
Over the past week, the
consistent downpour has
filled the rivers and canals
to nearly one hundred per-
cent capacity, guarantee-
ing an ample supply of
water for agricultural
needs.

While the rainfall has
brought much-needed re-
lief for farming, it has dis-
rupted daily life in the dis-
trict. Rivers and canals are
flowing at full force, im-
pacting transportation
routes.

The Khadkhadiya Nala
on the Raipur Road wit-
nessed surging water lev-
els, causing traffic inter-
ruptions. In lower-lying
areas, overnight rain led
to water entering homes,

with light showers contin-
uing into Friday morning.
Notably, the Aagar River's
old bridge and the pri-
mary bridge leading to the
district hospital remain
submerged, posing chal-
lenges for commuters.

The local weather de-
partment had earlier is-
sued a warning of heavy
rainfall, affecting the en-
tire district.

In Mungeli city, the
Khadkhadiya Nala over-
flowed, causing trans-

portation inconveniences,
and the Budhwari Bazaar
faced temporary flooding.
The submersion of the old
bridge became an attrac-
tion for curious onlookers.

Additionally, water lev-
els surged along the
Pandariya Road, and the
GidhaNala also experi-
enced overflow. Rural areas
witnessed substantial
water accumulation, with
farmers actively engaged
in managing water extrac-
tion from their fields.
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Bilaspur, Sep 16: The
South East Central Railway
kicked off a robust
Cleanliness Fortnight as
part of the Swachh Rail
Swachh Bharat campaign,
which will run from
September 16 to October 2.

In a significant inaugural
event held at the Zonal
Headquarters, Vijay Kumar
Sahu, the General Manager
of South East Central
Railway, administered the
cleanliness pledge to depart-
ment heads and officers,
ushering in this nationwide
initiative.

The ceremony witnessed
the participation of several
department heads, officers,
and a substantial number of
railway employees, all unit-
ing under the banner of
cleanliness. Simultaneous

cleanliness pledges were
conducted across all three
railway divisions.

Throughout the
Cleanliness Fortnight, ob-
served from September 16 to
October 2, railway passen-
gers will be encouraged to
maintain the cleanliness of
their seats and compart-
ments through the "My
Seat, My Compartment"
campaign. An array of pro-
grams aligned with daily
themes will grace railway
stations and trains operated
by the South East Central
Railway.

Day one, September 16,
centered on Cleanliness
Oath and Cleanliness
Awareness. September 17
will feature Cleanliness
Dialogues, followed by Clean
Stations on September 18

and 19, Clean Trains on
September 20 and 21, Clean
Tracks on September 22,
Clean Railway Premises on
September 23, Clean Food on
September 24 and 25, Clean
Water on September 26,
Clean Water Bodies and
Parks on September 27,
Clean Sanitation and
Environment on September
28, Clean Competition on
September 29, Single-Use
Plastic Ban on September
30, a Review of Cleanliness
Activities on October 1, and
culminating on October 2
with Gandhi Jayanti under
the theme "Swachhata Hi
Seva."

The Cleanliness
Fortnight was formally
launched with a morning
rally commencing at the
General Manager's Office

and concluding at Bilaspur
Railway Station on
September 16. Beginning at
7:00 AM, the rally aimed to
heighten awareness about
cleanliness through slogans
and posters, gathering mo-
mentum as it progressed.
General Manager Vijay
Kumar Sahu, the Divisional
Railway Manager, depart-
ment heads, officers, a large
contingent of employees,
and Civil Defence teams all
participated.

In a spirited endeavour to
promote cleanliness, Scout
and Guide children present-
ed live skits at Bilaspur
Railway Station during the
inauguration, further em-
phasizing the importance of
cleanliness. Similar morn-
ing rallies resonated across
major stations and railway

colonies throughout the
South East Central Railway,
including divisions such as
Raipur, Bilaspur, Korba,
Champa, Anuppur,
Shahdol, Ambikapur, and
Manendragarh, unifying
residents and passengers in
their commitment to main-
taining a clean environ-
ment.

In the Raipur Railway
Division, the Cleanliness
Fortnight campaign com-
menced with Regional
Railway Manager Sanjeev
Kumar administering the
cleanliness pledge. The
event witnessed active par-
ticipation from officers and
railway employees across
all three divisions, reflect-
ing their enthusiastic dedi-
cation to the cause of
cleanliness.

Engineer’s day celebrated
with reverence and unity 
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Manendragarh, Sep 17:
Engineer's Day was ob-
served with heartfelt satis-
faction at the district audi-
torium in Manendragarh,
bringing together engi-
neers from various depart-
ments across the district.

In a solemn tribute,
they remembered and ho-
noured Dr.
M o k s h a g u n d a m
Visvesvaraya, one of
India's preeminent engi-
neers, who was bestowed
with the nation's highest
honour, the Bharat Ratna.

The program com-
menced with a poignant
floral tribute and the light-
ing of lamps in memory of
Dr. Visvesvaraya.
Engineers from diverse
fields shared their insights
and addressed the gather-
ing, reflecting on the pro-
found contributions of the
revered engineer.

Towards the conclusion

of the event, discussions
centered on the formation
of the Engineers'
Association. With unani-
mous consent, Santosh
Singh Kunwar was ap-

pointed as the President of
the association, further
solidifying the unity and
aspirations of the engi-
neering community in the
district.

Rampaging rainfall causes 
severe flooding in Saja region
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Saja, Sep 17: Unrelenting
heavy rainfall has un-
leashed chaos in multiple
villages, leaving them iso-
lated from essential admin-
istrative support and basic
facilities. The relentless
downpour has significantly
disrupted daily life, result-
ing in severed connections
to various villages and ex-
tensive flooding.

The deluge has exacted a
heavy toll on many villages
in the region, with rivers
and streams overflowing
beyond their banks. In an
unprecedented event, the
revered Maa Shakti Temple
of Shaktighat (Birnapur)
now lies completely sub-
merged.

Among the worst-hit is
the village of Bagledi,

where homes have been in-
undated, prompting fears
that residents may soon be
forced to seek refuge else-
where due to the relentless
rainfall and dwindling ac-
cess to drinking water.

Meanwhile, Dotu Nala
in Gram Mahi Dahi is ex-
periencing severe flood-
ing, affecting the entire
area, including the

Panchayat building. In
Gram Panchayat
Keshatra, Bagledi village
faces substantial losses
due to flooding, leaving
personal belongings
stored in the school build-
ing utterly destroyed.

The current heavy rain-
fall in the Anchal region
has severed multiple
routes to the Saja Block

headquarters, hampering
c o m m u n i c a t i o n .
Bargawan Singhanpuri is
also grappling with the
flood crisis.

Sarpanch Kuldeep Patel
of Keshatra voiced frus-
tration over the perceived
negligence of administra-
tive officials, pointing out
that despite the dire situa-
tion, authorities seem to

be ignoring the plight of
the affected communities.
He warned that if the rain
persists, the situation
could further deteriorate.
Many roadways remain
blocked, disrupting trans-
portation in the region.

Despite the alarming
flood conditions, adminis-
trative aid remains con-
spicuously absent. As a
full day passes, affected
villages await official as-
sistance, with no sign of
an administrative team at-
tempting to assess the
hardships faced by resi-
dents.

High-ranking officials
continue to hold meet-
ings from the comfort of
their offices, exacerbat-
ing the challenges faced
by the flood-affected com-
munities.
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To promote Swachh
Rail Swachh Bharat
GM Vijay Kumar
Sahu initiates
nationwide 
campaign to foster
cleanliness in Rail
operations

Administration's lack of response leaves villages struggling amidst deluge

SECR launches cleanliness fortnight 

Hindi fortnight’s conclusion ceremony held 
At St. Xavier’s 
high school

Grand welcome for Parivartan Yatra in Badgaon Charbhatta
State President Arun
Sao highlighting
shortcomings of the
current govt

Health camp offers free 
check-ups to local residents



KREJCIKOVA WINS SAN DIEGO OPEN

Barbora Krejcíková of the Czech Republic poses with the win-
ners trophy and surfboard after defeating Sofia Kenin of the
United States in the Finals Match of the Cymbiotika San Diego
Open at Barnes Tennis Centeron in San Diego, California. 
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Colombo, Sept 17 (PTI):

Mohammed Siraj con-
jured a magical spell of
seam and swing bowling
with magnificent figures
of 6 for 21 as India
crushed Sri Lanka by 10
wickets to lift the Asia
Cup title after a gap of five
years.

This was India's eighth
Asia Cup title and also
their biggest victory (263
balls) in ODIs in terms of
balls remaining.

Siraj's astonishing ef-
fort saw defending cham-
pions Sri Lanka getting
bundled out for 50. India
did not bat an eyelid in the
chase, as Shubman Gill
(27) and Ishan Kishan (23)
did the job in just 6.1
overs.

This was India's first
title in a multi-nation
event after their triumph
in the Asia Cup 2018, and
in a way, it also exorcised
the ghost of India's 54 all
out against Lanka in the
Coca Cola Champions
Trophy at Sharjah in 2000.

The match at
Premadasa, forever, will
be remembered for the
way Siraj reduced the
Lankan top-order to mere
puppets of his sorcery.

Perhaps, he was des-
tined to have a day like
this, said the Hyderabadi.

"Jitna naseeb mein hota
hai wahi milta, aaj mera
naseeb tha (You get what's
in our destiny, today it was
my destiny)," Siraj
summed up the mood
while talking to broadcast-
ers in the mid-innings
break.

It all started with Lanka
electing to bat first after
winning the toss, despite
heavily overcast condi-
tions.

The match started 40
minutes after the sched-
uled 3 PM beginning, but a
storm of a different kind
was awaiting Sri Lanka a

peak Siraj.
His spell ensured that

Lanka batted just 15.2
overs, and this was also
their lowest ODI total
against India.

The pacer became only
the fourth bowler in ODI
history to take four wick-
ets in an over, and he
matched former Lankan
pacer Chaminda Vaas as
the fastest to a five-wicket
haul in one-dayers in just
16 deliveries.

Siraj also obliterated
the best ODI figures

against Sri Lanka, previ-
ously held by Pakistan
pace legend Waqar Younis
6 for 26 at Sharjah in 1990.
However, the beauty of
Siraj's bowling was be-
yond mere numbers.

He got into action after
Jasprit Bumrah jettisoned
Kusal Perera in the third
ball of the first over a reg-
ulation caught behind.

In conditions that re-
sembled more London
than Colombo, Siraj just
had to pitch the ball in the
right areas.

Siraj made his dance of
destruction in the 4th over
3.1, 3.3, 3.4 and 3.6 balls.

The victims were
Pathum Nissanka,
S a d e e r a
S a m a r a i w i c k r a m a ,
Charith Asalanka and
Dhananjaya De Silva.

Nissanka tried to place
the ball around Ravindra
Jadeja at point, but the
placement went awry as
the fielder completed a
fine tumbling catch.

Samarawickrama could
not deal with a delivery

that came in that little bit
after pitching on a length,
and the umpire did not
have to think even for a
moment to uphold Siraj's
appeal for leg-before.

In the very next ball, the
left-handed Asalanka
pushed at a fuller delivery
from Siraj with zero foot-
work, and the uppish shot
ended in the hands of
Ishan Kishan at covers.

De Silva managed to
avert the hat-trick, but he
lasted only for another
ball, a push away from

body resulted in an easy
collection for Rahul be-
hind the stumps.

But Siraj was not done
yet. He castled Lankan
captain Dasun Shanaka
and Kusal Mendis with
peaches to complete their
destruction.

Shanaka could not even
cover a beautiful
outswinger, a delivery that
he used to optimum effect
on this day, that uprooted
his off-stump.

At 33 for 6, someone
needed to try and break

the shackles and Mendis
tried to do it. But this
time, Siraj nipped one
back in to beat the Lankan
batter's booming drive,
and rearranged his tim-
ber.

It was a magnificent ef-
fort by a fast bowler on top
of his trade complete may-
hem, but yet so beautifully
dipped in the art of quick
bowling.

He did not use his dead-
ly wobble seam delivery
even once in his unbroken
seven-over spell, but de-

stroyed Lanka with a com-
bination of outswingers
and the occasional in-dip-
per.

Once Siraj finished his
spell, there was nothing
left in the Lankan innings.

Hardik Pandya picked
up the remaining crumbs
of Lankan innings with a
three-wicket haul (3/3).

Sri Lanka needed some-
one to bowl a Siraj-esque
spell, but they did not have
anyone, as India complet-
ed a comprehensive victo-
ry in just 116 minutes.

Red-hot Siraj scorches Lanka in lopsided Asia Cup final

TT he complex questions
that Mohammed Siraj

asked during his dream spell
of 6 for 21 was mostly due to
the simple things that he
was able to do perfectly on
what turned out to be a
Super Sunday for the Indian
cricket team. Perhaps, he
was destined to have a day
like this, said the
Hyderabadi.

"Jitna naseeb mein hota
hai wahi milta, aaj mera
naseeb tha (You get what's
in our destiny, today it was
my destiny)," Siraj summed
up the mood while talking to
broadcasters in the mid-

innings break. He was partic-
ularly referring to the
Thiruvananthpuram third
ODI in Sri Lanka's tour of
India where he got four
wickets early but could not
manage a five-for as Sri
Lanka folded for 73 while
chasing a stiff 391.

"Last time, I did the same
against Sri Lanka at
Trivandrum. Got four wickets
early, couldn't get the five-
for."

"I did not try too much
today. I have always looked
for swing in white-ball crick-
et and did not find much in
the previous games.

"But today it was swing-
ing, and I got more wickets
with the outswinger. Such
was the swing I was getting
on this wicket that I tried to
entice the batter to go on the
front foot and make them
drive.

"If you are not going for
wickets, you will be success-
ful on this pitch. It was about
sticking to one line and hit
the same area.

"I'm so happy with my
performance and this is a
dream come true for me," he
added.

A five-for was in my
destiny today: Siraj

Lucknow, Sep 17 (PTI):
Rohan Bopanna brought

the curtains down on his
Davis Cup career with a
comfortable straight set
win alongside Yuki
Bhambri before Sumit
Nagal won his reverse sin-
gles as India sealed the
World Group II tie against
Morocco 3-1, here Sunday.

The 43-year-old
Bopanna, coming out to
play his 33rd and final tie,
and Bhambri raced to a 6-2
6-1 win over Elliot
Benchetrit and Younes
Lalami Laaroussi in one
hour and 11 minutes at the
Mini Stadium.

India's number one sin-
gles player Sumit Nagal
outgunned Yassine Dlimi
6-3 6-3 in the first reverse
singles to seal the home
tie. Rookie Digvijay Pratap
Singh will make his debut
in the inconsequential
fifth rubber. It is only the

second time that Nagal
has won both his singles
matches in a Davis Cup tie.
He had achieved a similar
result against Pakistan in
2019 in Kazakhstan. Nagal
earned early breaks in
both the sets, leaving
Dlimi playing catch-up.

The win takes India to
next year's World Group I
play-offs. An emotional
Bopanna rested his India-

shirt on the court, mark-
ing the end of his Davis
Cup career in which he
played 50 matches in 33
ties, winning 23 rubbers,
including 13 in doubles.

Watched by his family
and friends, Bopanna ac-
knowledged their and fans'
appreciation and blew
kisses towards the stands.

About 50 of Bopanna's
family and friends flew to

Lucknow to watch the
Coorg player in action one
last time in Davis Cup.

They were wearing T-
shirts that had a tri-colour-
waving Bopanna picture
printed.

Younes could not hold
his serve even once in the
match while the Indians
faced just one break point
when Bhambri served and
saved that too.

The Indians drew the
first blood when they
broke Younes. On a
Bhambri backhand return
at 30-15, Younes netted the
volley. Bhambri smashed a
volley winner on Younes'
return to earn the first
breakpoint.

Benchetrit went for an
angled volley winner on a
Bhambri return but the
ball went out as Indians
led 3-1. Bopanna came out
serving the next game at
love to make it 4-1.

Rio de Janeiro, Sep 17 (PTI):

Olympian Elavenil
Valarivan won the
women's 10m air rifle
event to clinch her second
gold at the International
Shooting Sport Federation
(ISSF) World Cup
Rifle/Pistol competition
here.

Elavenil was perfection
personified in the strong
eight-woman final field,
never scoring below 10.1

throughout the 24 shots.
She finished with a

score of 252.2 to outgun
France's 20-year-old sensa-
tion Oceanne Muller, who
won silver with 251.9.
China's Zhang Jiale
bagged the bronze.

Elavenil had qualified
for the final at eighth and
final spot with a score of
630.5.

Muller had topped with
633.7. Two Chinese shoot-
ers Zhang Jiale and Zhang

Yu (Olympian) and reign-
ing European champion
Jeanette Hegg Duestad of
Norway were also among
the finalists.

In the men's 10m air rifle
event, Sandeep Singh,
India's lone contender,
shot 628.2 in qualification
to finish in the 14th spot.

On Friday, Elavenil had
teamed up with Sandeep
in the 10m air rifle mixed
team event to finish fifth
with a combined score of
629.1.

The fourth and final
medal round spot went to
Israel, who were 0.5 points
ahead of the Indian pair in
the 42-team field.

While Elavenil shot
314.8, Sandeep shot 314.3 as
the Indians narrowly
missed a shot at bronze.
Israel did win bronze even-
tually, while Germany
won gold and the silver
went to Hungary.

Eugene (US), Sep 17 (PTI):

Olympic and world
champion javelin thrower
Neeraj Chopra failed to
defend his Diamond
League champion's title,
finishing second with a
modest effort of 83.80m in
the grand finale here.

The 25-year-old Chopra,
who clinched his maiden
World Championships
gold last month, struggled
to produce his best in the
winner-takes-all Finals of
the 13-leg one-day meet-

ing series at the Hayward
Field on Saturday night.

He fouled his two at-
tempts and his best effort
of the day came in the
second throw, with the se-
ries reading foul, 83.80m,
81.37m, foul, 80.74 and
80.90m.

This was Chopra's first
below-85m throw of the
season. He had qualified
for the DL Finals at the
third spot. He had won
the 2022 DL Finals in
Zurich with a throw of
88.44m.

EEuuggeennee  ((UUSS)),,  SSeepp  1177  ((AAPP))::
American Christian Coleman
edged world champion and fel-
low countryman Noah Lyles in
the 100 meters at the season-
ending Prefontaine Classic.

Coleman won in 9.83 sec-
onds on Saturday, matching
Lyles' world best this season,
with Lyles finishing in 9.85.
Coleman roared after his time
became official and slapped
the hand of a cheering fan at
Eugene's Hayward Field. The
annual Prefontaine Classic,

normally run earlier in the year,
served as the Diamond League
finale this season. Thirty-two
champions were to be crowned
over the two-day event, each
winning USD 30,000. Lyles won
gold medals in the 100, 200 and
4x100 relay at the world cham-
pionships in Budapest,
Hungary, last month. He was
treating the Prefontaine as
something of a victory lap in his
own country. After Saturday's
race, he celebrated with a salt-
ed caramel milkshake.

Australia ODIs 
crucial for Shreyas,

Suryakumar
Colombo, Sept 17 (PTI): India's
three-match ODI series, starting
with the first match on
September 22 at Mohali, will be a
litmus test for Shreyas Iyer and
Suryakumar Yadav albeit for dif-
ferent reasons.

The fitness of Shreyas will be
watched closely, while
Suryakumar will have to produce
an impact innings to vindicate his
inclusion in the World Cup squad.

However, Shreyas' progress
will be more pressing from the
management perspective.

The middle-order batsman
spent about half an hour at nets
and then engaged in fielding
drills for around 15 minutes,
heightening hopes around him
playing the Asia Cup final against
Sri Lanka here on Sunday.

But Iyer was not included in
the playing 11. It might be an
indication that the team think
tank felt the need of giving him
more time to recuperate from the
back spasm that forced him to sit
out of India's Asia Cup Super
Four match against Pakistan.

Elavenil strikes gold 
in Rio Shooting World Cup

Bopanna ends Davis Cup career on a
high, India win 3-1 against Morocco

Chopra misses Diamond League trophy,
finishes second in grand finale

Australia brings
back Smith,

Maxwell and Starc
for India ODIs

MMeellbboouurrnnee,,  SSeepp  1177  ((PPTTII))::
Australia has brought back
Steve Smith, Glenn Maxwell
and Mitchell Starc in its 18-
man squad for the forthcoming
three-match ODI series in
India. The trio were nursing
injuries and missed their
recent tour of South Africa.

Top-order batter Travis Head
missed out after suffering a
fracture on his left hand in
South Africa and has been
replaced by Matthew Short,
who is yet to make his ODI
debut.

Aaron Hardie, Tim David and
Michael Neser also missed out,
while all-rounder Ashton Agar
is on paternity leave.

While pacer Spencer
Johnson retains his place,
Marnus Labuschagne also finds
himself in the squad, having
scored an unbeaten 80 and 124
in the opening two ODIs
against the Proteas.

I perform best
when coach Rana
is around: Bhaker

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  SSeepp  1177  ((PPTTII))::  

Ace Indian pistol shooter
Manu Bhaker on Sunday indi-
cated that not being allowed
the freedom to take her per-
sonal coach Jaspal Rana in
major international competi-
tions could be holding back her
performance, and requested
the NRAI to resolve the issue.
Legendary pistol shooter Rana
recently reunited with Bhaker
after the much-publicised split
two years back ahead of the
Tokyo Olympics. 

Rana is now working with
the multiple-time World Cup
gold medallist to help her bag a
2024 Paris Olympic quota place
and win medals at the Asian
Games in Hangzhou.

But the National Rifle
Association of India’s (NRAI)
policy of not allowing personal
coaches to accompany shoot-
ers at international competi-
tions is something which has
been a sore point with several
marksmen for long.

Coleman edges world
champion Lyles in the 100m

Christian Coleman of the United States (2nd-R) edges
out Noah Lyles (C) in the Men's 100m competition at
Hayward Field in Eugene, Oregon.
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New Delhi, Sep 17 (PTI): 

Four of the six criteria
established for assessing
the short-term success of
India’s cheetah reintro-
duction programme have
already been met, a gov-
ernment report said on
Sunday.

Released upon the com-
pletion of one year of the
programme, the report
highlighted that the initial
progress has largely fol-
lowed a favourable trajec-
tory well within the envi-
sioned limitations.

The project is on the
right path to becoming a
successful large carnivore
conservation transloca-
tion and population estab-
lishment endeavour, it
stated.

“It cannot be overem-
phasised that the chal-

lenges are formidable.
However, with concerted
efforts by officials and
managers from India,
Namibia, and South
Africa, along with the sup-
port from the highest of-
fices in all three countries,
the project is on its as-
sured path to recovery,”
the report read.

The Cheetah Action
Plan, published last year,
lists six short-term suc-
cess criteria, including 50
per cent survival of the in-

troduced cheetahs for the
first year, establishment of
home ranges in Kuno
National Park, successful
cheetah reproduction in
the wild, survival of wild-
born cheetah cubs past
one year, successful F1
generation breeding, and
cheetah-based revenues
contributing to communi-
ty livelihoods.

F1 stands for the first
generation of offspring.

The report noted that
the project has achieved

four of these criteria — 50
per cent survival of the in-
troduced cheetahs, estab-
lishment of home ranges,
birth of cubs in Kuno
National Park, and direct
revenue contributions to
local communities
through the engagement
of cheetah trackers and in-
direct appreciation of land
value in surrounding
areas. India’s ambitious
initiative to reintroduce
cheetahs after their extinc-
tion in the country
marked its first anniver-
sary on Sunday.

The project began on
September 17 last year
when Prime Minister
Narendra Modi released a
group of cheetahs from
Namibia into an enclosure
at Madhya Pradesh’s Kuno
National Park.

Conservationists and
experts worldwide have
closely monitored the proj-
ect since its inception.

‘Cheetah Project on right path
to becoming successful’

HYD LIBERATION DAY

Union Home Minister Amit Shah inspects the parade during Hyderabad Liberation Day celebrations at Parade
Ground, in Secunderabad, Sunday.

Mumbai, Sep 17 (PTI): 

Gandhian G G Parikh
has said climate change is a
reality, and simple acts like
stopping car purchases can
help save the planet.

Speaking at the launch of
the book ‘Climate
Actioneers Primer: A
Beginner’s Toolkit’ on
Saturday evening, the 99-
year-old said we need to be-
lieve the scientific commu-
nity, which is giving grave
warnings on the impact of
climate change.

The book, authored by
Anand Pendharkar, Rahul
Palekar and Amruta
Padgaonkar, enlists simple
everyday hacks to help deal
with the challenge and was
launched at the Mumbai

Zoo. Parikh, the founder of
the Yusuf Meherally
Centre near here, said
Gandhi was a true environ-
mentalist and recounted
the Father of the Nation’s
views against consump-
tion.

India had a population of
30 crore in the pre-
Independence times and
Gandhi often wondered
about the impact on the en-

vironment if all these peo-
ple started consuming like
the colonial powers, Parikh
said. The younger genera-
tion will have to take the
lead and undertake con-
certed efforts on climate
change mitigation, he said,
making a specific plea. “Do
not buy a car A lot of
change will take place if all
us decide not to buy cars,”
Parikh said in comments
that come at a time when
policymakers have been
stressing on increasing
adoption of public trans-
port for mobility needs. He
said the personal car is at
the root of a lot of worry-
ing aspects and added that
things like autobahns will
not be needed at all if car
usage reduces.

‘Climate change is real, to save
planet do not buy cars’

New Delhi, Sep 17 (PTI): 

More than 43 lakh chil-
dren in the 0-5 age group
were identified as obese or
overweight last month, ac-
counting for around six
per cent of the total chil-
dren surveyed at angan-
wadi centres across the
country, according to offi-
cial data.

The data collected from
the government-run rural
child care centres also
showed that the percent-
age of obese or over-
weight children was al-
most the same as that of
severely and moderately
malnourished children
found in anganwadis —
six per cent.

Out of the 7,24,56,458

children “measured” in
the 0-5 years age category,
approximately six per
cent or 43,47,387 children,
were classified as obese or
overweight, showed the
data collated from growth
monitoring app ‘Poshan
Tracker’.

Thirteen states and
union territories, includ-
ing Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Bihar,
Rajasthan, Uttarakhand,
and West Bengal, exhibit
obesity rates surpassing
the national average of six
per cent, it showed.

Childhood obesity has
exhibited a concerning
upward trend in recent
years.

There has been a no-
table increase in the per-

centage of children under
five years of age who are
overweight in NFHS-5
compared to NFHS-4, ac-
cording to data from the
NHFS-4 (2015-16) and the
NFHS-5 (2019-21).

Before the ‘Poshan
Tracker’, started last year,
data was collected under
the National Family
Health Survey (NFHS).

In the NFHS-5,
Mizoram, Arunachal
Pradesh and Jammu and
Kashmir recorded the
highest percentages of
overweight children
under five years of age,
followed closely by Sikkim
and Tripura. In contrast,
Madhya Pradesh, Bihar
and Andhra Pradesh re-
ported the lowest percent-

ages of overweight 
children under five years
of age.

Every state, except
Tamil Nadu and Goa, has
witnessed an increase in
the percentage of over-
weight children under five
years of age in the NFHS-5
when compared to the
NFHS-4, according to data
from the surveys.

A global study pub-
lished by the World
Obesity Federation re-
cently showed that child-
hood obesity is a grave
concern worldwide, and
India is no exception. The
study warned that if not
addressed promptly, child-
hood obesity in India
could see an annual rise of
9.1 per cent by 2035.

‘43 lakh children in anganwadi centres
identified as obese or overweight’

New Delhi, Sep 17 (PTI): 

TOEFL test takers in India
have grown by 59 per cent
since international travel re-
sumed following suspension
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic, according to
Educational Testing Service
(ETS).

Corresponding with the
trend, Indians accounted for
12.3 per cent of the total test
takers globally in 2022, up
from 7.5 per cent the previ-
ous year, showed data from
the Princeton-based ETS

which conducts the Test of
English as a Foreign
Language (TOEFL) and
Graduate Record
Examination (GRE).
According to data exclusive-
ly accessed by PTI, there was
a 53 per cent growth in
Indian TOEFL test takers
in 2021 compared to the
previous year. In 2022, the
number of test takers saw
a 59 per cent rise over
2021. “The numbers are
clearly indicative of the
rising aspirations of
Indians in exploring for-
eign shores. The growth
in Indian test takers is in
sync with the rise in the
number of Indians mov-
ing abroad for studies or
immigration purposes.

“The trends show that
the interest is no longer
limited to the US or UK
but the destination land-

scape has widened,”
Sachin Jain, Country
Manager, ETS India and
South Asia, told PTI. He
asserted that the number
is expected to go up fur-
ther with countries like
Singapore, Australia,
France, and Sweden re-
ceiving an increased vol-
ume of score reports from
Indian test takers.

‘59 % growth in TOEFL test takers in India post-pandemic’

C h h a t r a p a t i
Sambhajinagar, Sep 17
(PTI): Our profession will
continue to thrive or it will
self-destruct based on
whether we do or do not
maintain our integrity,
Chief Justice of India
Dhananjay Chandrachud
said here on Sunday.

Integrity is the core of
the legal profession, the
CJI asserted.

Integrity is not eroded
by one thunderstorm, it
gets eroded by small, little
concessions and compro-
mises made by lawyers
and judges, the CJI said
while speaking at the an
event on the theme
‘Enhancing collaboration
between Advocates &
Judges: Towards strength-

ening legal system’.
“Our profession will

continue to thrive or it will
self-destruct based on
whether we do or do not
maintain our integrity.
Integrity is eroded not by
one thunderstorm, it
erodes by small little con-
cessions and compromises
which are made by lawyers
and judges,” he said.

“We all sleep with our
conscience. You can fool
the whole world but can’t
fool your conscience. It
keeps on asking questions
every night. Integrity is
the core of the legal profes-
sion. With integrity we
will either continue to sur-
vive or we will self-de-
struct,” the CJI added.

Lawyers get respect

when they respect judges
and judges get respect
when they respect lawyers,
and the mutual respect
takes place when there is
realisation that both are
part of the same wheel of
justice, he said.

Talking about women in
the judiciary, he said gen-
der is not a woman’s issue
alone and it was equally a
man’s issue. “I believe one

significant challenge be-
fore the Indian legal pro-
fession is to create an
equal opportunity profes-
sion. Because the composi-
tion of the legal profession
today will define it 30 or 40
years down the line,” CJI
Chandrachud said.

“When I am asked why
we don’t have enough
women judges, I tell them
don’t look at the col-
legiums today because it
has to select among the tal-
ent available at the bar.
You have to look at the sta-
tus of our society 30-20
years ago. The judges who
are entering higher judici-
ary today are members of
the bar from 20-25 years
ago,” he said. As key stake-
holders in the legal profes-

sion it is for the judges and
lawyers to ensure women
are given an appropriate
voice in the legal system,
he added.

The CJI’s lecture, at
Mahatma Gandhi Mission
University here, was or-
ganized by Aurangabad
Bench of the Bombay High
Court and Advocate
Association of Bombay
High Court here.

Justices Abhay Oka,
Deepankar Datta,
Devendra Kumar
Upadhyay, PV Varale, SV
Gangapurwala, RV Ghuge,
Advocate General
Virendra Saraf, President
of Advocate Association
NC Jadhav and Secretary
RK Ingole were present at
the event.

‘Legal profession will thrive or self-destruct 
depending on how we maintain our integrity’

CJI Dhananjay Chandrachud

Jammu, Sep 17 (PTI):

A defence startup found-
ed two years ago by a team
of young engineers from
IIT Roorkee has developed
three variants of nano
drones, including a
‘Kamikaze’ UAV, which
have application in anti-in-
surgency and counter-ter-
rorism operations.

Mayank Pratap Singh,
the co-founder of the start-
up IDR, said, “This is the
first time that nano drones
have been developed in-
digenously in this coun-
try.”

“In just two years since
the formation of our start-
up in 2021, we have devel-

oped three variants of
nano drones that are ac-
tively aiding security
forces in their efforts
against insurgency and
terrorism,” Singh told PTI
here.

He said IDR Research
and Development has in-
troduced the Doot Mk1
nano drone in three spe-
cialised variants, which
were showcased at the
North-tech symposium.
The symposium was held
here recently to address
operational challenges
and procure state-of-the-
art equipment for the
Army.

Weighing approximate-
ly 200 grams, these drones

boast an endurance of up
to 30 minutes and can
reach a maximum speed of
80 kmph with very low
sound, Singh said, adding
the Doot Mk1 is equipped
with artificial intelligence
capabilities, allowing it to
identify up to 80 different
objects.

“One version of the
drone is optimised for out-
door operations, another
for indoor settings, and
there’s an explosive vari-
ant (Kamikaze).

“These nano drones can
be deployed in under 10
seconds during emergen-
cies. Their compact sizes
allow them to be navigated
in complex spaces,

whether launched from
hand, rooftop, or moving
vehicles,” Singh said.

The ‘Kamikaze’ version,
named Parush, explodes
upon reaching its target.

Carrying explosives, the
drone has a kill button for
it to detonate, he said,
adding the drones
equipped with such mech-
anism would have to be
programmed to identify
the enemy’s hideout and
explode there.

“Parush means lethal or
destructive. We have suc-
cessfully tested the explo-
sive drone recently and
are working on the safety
part now,” he said. “It will
be ready by December.”

Startup’s nano drones show potential
in counter-terror operations

GOVT REPORT

GANESH CHATURTHI PREPARATIONS

People purchase flowers and garlands ahead of Ganesh Chaturthi festival, in Bengaluru, Sunday. 

G G Parikh

Sachin Jain

Rise in share among
global test takers
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