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Smuggler killed 
KKrriisshhnnaannaaggaarr((WWBB)):: A
smuggler was killed in fir-
ing by BSF jawans near
the India-Bangladesh bor-
der in West Bengal’s
Nadia district on Friday,
police said. The smuggler
was cutting the fence on
the international border
in the Nonagunj area of
the district in the early
hours of Friday. When
BSF jawans challenged
him the smuggler and
other gang members
attacked the BSF person-
nel, the police said. The
BSF jawans opened fire
killing the smuggler. The
body of the unidentified
smuggler was handed
over to the police by the
BSF, they said.

Country bomb
DDiinnddiigguull  ((TTNN))::  Two per-
sons were killed in an
explosion at Natham in
this district on Friday
while making a country
bomb, police said. The
victims were killed on
the spot, police said
without divulging further
details. Investigation is
on to find out why the
deceased were making
the explosives, 
including whether 
it was to be used 
against wild animals.

CBI court 
TThhaannee:: A special CBI
court has sentenced a
clerk from the Provident
Fund (PF) office in Navi
Mumbai to three years of
imprisonment for accept-
ing a bribe of Rs 3 lakh
from a company. Special
judge (CBI) Amit M Shete
sentenced Kallakuri Vijay
Ramarao (52) to three
years of imprisonment
and imposed a fine of Rs
50,000 on him after find-
ing him guilty of charges
under the Prevention of
Corruption Act. The court
also acquitted another
accused who was also
tried on the charges of
abetment of the crime.
The copy of the order
passed on September 8,
was made available on
Friday. Special public
prosecutor Om Prakash
Chauhan informed the
court that an infrastruc-
ture firm from Vashi had
not filed its PF returns
from 2002 for which it
was issued a notice and
called for a hearing in
July 2008. The com-
plainant, who is the rep-
resentative of the firm,
met the accused at the PF
office in Vashi and the
latter informed him that
the company would be
saddled with a penalty of
Rs 10 lakh and the same
can go up to Rs 50 lakh.
The accused demanded
Rs 5 lakh to settle the
matter and after 
negotiations, the 
amount was brought
down to Rs 3 lakh. 

BRIEF

A Sikh volunteer walks past
with ornamental flowers as
the Golden Temple is being
decorated on the eve of the

first ‘Parkash Purab 
of Guru Granth Sahib’, in

Amritsar, Friday.
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Jashpur, Sep 15 (PTI):

BJP president JP
Nadda on Friday hit out at
opposition alliance INDIA
and claimed the agenda of
Sonia Gandhi and Rahul
Gandhi, top leaders of its
key constituent Congress,
was to “abuse and disre-
spect” Sanatan Dharma.

Addressing a rally at
Jashpur in north
Chhattisgarh held to flag
off the second ‘Parivartan
Yatra’ of the opposition
BJP ahead of assembly
polls, he also targeted
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel and asked him to
clarify his stand on anti-
Sanatan Dharma remarks
made by Tamil Nadu min-
ister Udhayanidhi Stalin,
whose party DMK is a
member of INDIA.

“Indi alliance...

ghamandiya (arrogant) al-
liance held a meeting in
Mumbai on September 1.
On September 3, Tamil
Nadu CM Stalin’s son
Udhayanidhi Stalin,
whose party DMK is a key
partner of the alliance,
disrespected Sanatan
Dharma by linking it with
serious diseases. He left no
stone unturned in disre-
specting Sanatan Dharma
in every way,” Nadda said.

The next day, Congress
president Mallikarjun
Kharge’s son, who is a
minister in the Karnataka
government, attacked
Sanatan Dharma and sub-
sequently another minis-

ter from Tamil Nadu, too,
targeted the ancient faith,
he said.

“What should we under-
stand from this? Sonia
Gandhi is silent till today
on the issue. Rahul goes all
over the world and talks
about the Constitution,
but avoids saying even a
single word on it (Sanatan
issue),” said the BJP presi-
dent.

“My allegation is that
the mother-son duo hand-
ed over the agenda abus-
ing and disrespecting
Santana Dharma in the
Mumbai meeting to the
DMK and other parties (of
INDIA). Actually, it is the

agenda of Sonia and
Rahul,” he said, attacking
the two senior Congress
leaders.

The BJP chief sought to
know if the Constitution
has given right to anyone
to disrespect a religion.

“Is it written in the
Constitution that any reli-
gion, any idea, any belief
should be abused or has
the Constitution given
right to disrespect any re-
ligion? You (Rahul) say
that you run ‘mohabbat ki
dukan’ (shop of love), but
hatred is being sold in
your shop,” Nadda said.

He also slammed Chief
Minister Baghel, a senior
Congress leader, for skip-
ping the G20 dinner hosted
by the President on
September 9 in New Delhi
during the summit of the
influential global forum.

BSF arrests 45 
people for illegally

crossing 
international border
KKoollkkaattaa::  Forty-five people,
mostly Bangladeshis, were
arrested for trying to cross the
international border illegally in
separate operations in West
Bengal, the BSF said. Among
those arrested were 32
Bangladeshis who tried to
cross the border to India and
13 Indians who tried to go to
the neighbouring country ille-
gally, it said. Personnel of the
Singamora border outpost
arrested 20 Bangladeshi
women, four children and four
men. They also arrested six
Indian women, three children
and a man. The arrests were
made in three separate opera-
tions on Wednesday, it said . The
arrested Indians are from various
parts of Maharashtra, Jharkhand
and West Bengal, while the
Bangladeshi nationals are from
Bagairhat, Barisal, Ferozepur,
Khulna, Jessore, Ghazipur and
Gopalganj districts.

GGuurruuggrraamm//CChhaannddiiggaarrhh,,
SSeepp  1155  ((PPTTII)):: Congress
MLA Mamman Khan has
been arrested in connec-
tion with the July 31 Nuh

violence, police said on Friday
as the administration imposed
prohibitory orders under sec-
tion 144 in the district and sus-
pended mobile Internet servic-
es for two days. The Ferozepur
Jhirka legislator, who was
named as an accused in an FIR
lodged after the communal
clashes, was arrested late on
Thursday night. The charges in
the FIR include promoting enmi-
ty between different groups on
grounds of religion. The vio-
lence had occurred at mainly

three to four places in the Nuh
district. Addressing a press con-
ference in Nuh along
with Deputy Commissioner
Dhirendra Khadgata,
Superintendent of Police
Narendra Bijarniya said on
Friday that Mamman Khan has
been arrested. During the inves-
tigation into incidents of vio-
lence that took place around
Barkali Chowk Nagina, some
accused were interrogated and
“the MLA’s name came to the
fore,” the SP said. To a question
about the charges against the
Congress legislator, the police
officer said, “In the acts of van-
dalism and arson that took
place at Nagina’s Barkali

Chowk, he is accused of provok-
ing people and inciting vio-
lence.”

When asked if any such evi-
dence has come to the fore
which points to the legislator’s
involvement in a larger conspir-
acy behind the Nuh violence,
the SP replied, “From the
details which have emerged
during the investigations so far,
his involvement is there.” 

To a question on whether the
legislator was physically pres-
ent on the day of violence,
Bijarniya claimed that from the
information which has emerged
so far, he was present there
shortly before the violence
occurred.

New Delhi, Sep 15 (PTI):
The National Green
Tribunal (NGT) has issued
a notice to Jindal Steel and
Power Limited in connec-
tion with the death of a
worker after hot or molten
slag allegedly fell on him
at the company’s steel
plant in Patrapali village
in Raigarh district of
Chhattisgarh. The NGT
was hearing an applica-
tion registered on the
basis of a news report pub-
lished by PTI on August 22
regarding the worker’s
death. The application

raised an apprehension of
non-compliance with envi-
ronmental laws in the
process of disposal of slag,
a byproduct of steel manu-
facturing. In an order
passed on Thursday, a
bench headed by NGT
Chairperson Justice
Prakash Shrivastava said
the Chhattisgarh
E n v i r o n m e n t
Conservation Board had
filed a reply without
touching the aspect of
handling slag, which was
the cause of the accident
in the present case.

Chandigarh, Sep 15
(PTI): “Jai Hind
Papa.” A stoic six-

year-old Kabir dressed in
army-style fatigues saluted
his father one last time be-
fore Colonel Manpreet
Singh, killed in the gun-
fight with terrorists in
Kashmir valley, was cre-
mated at his village in
Punjab’s Mohali district
on Friday.

Since early morning,
Colonel Singh’s house in
Bharaunjian village wit-
nessed a steady stream of
mourners who joined his
inconsolable wife, mother
and other family members
in his final journey. An
Army officer was seen
holding Kabir as the fami-
ly and others paid their
last respects while a rela-
tive held on to his two-year-
old daughter Banni.

Kabir was later seen
clinging to the tricolour-
wrapped coffin of his fa-
ther along with other fami-
ly members. He bowed be-

fore his father’s body just
before cremation as
“Bharat Mata ke Sapoot Ki
Jai” and “Bharat Mata ki
Jai” slogans rent the air.

The cremation took
place with full military ho-
nours, including a wreath
laying ceremony and a gun
salute.

Punjab Governor
Banwarilal Purohit, for-
mer Army chief V P Malik
and Punjab ministers
Chetan Singh Jouramajra

and Anmol Gagan Maan
as well as senior Army and
police officers were pres-
ent at Bharaunjian and
laid wreaths. Lt Gen D P
Vats (retd), a BJP leader,
was also present.

In the morning, Colonel
Singh’s mother was seen
wailing as she waited at
the doorsteps for her son’s
mortal remains. A third-
generation soldier, Singh’s
father who died nine years
ago, was an ex-serviceman.

Kozhikode, Sep 15 (PTI):

Kerala police has regis-
tered a case against a 40-
year-old man for allegedly
posting fake news through
social media on the deadly
Nipah virus infections in
the state. Police registered
a case last night against
Koyilandi resident Anil
Kumar, a newspaper
agent. “He had circulated

fake news through social
media in connection with
Nipah. In the post, he
claimed that Nipah was a
fake narrative created by
pharma companies,” a
senior police official said.

Police added that as the
post became viral and peo-
ple started complaining,
he deleted it. A case under
Section 505 (1) of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC)

and relevant provisions
under the Kerala Police
Act among others have
been invoked. The accused
was summoned to the po-
lice station, served notice
and let off, police said.

Section 505 (1) of the IPC
deals with the offence of
creating rumours which
are likely to cause, fear or
alarm to the public.

According to the com-
plaint, the accused had in
a social media post
claimed that Nipah virus,
which has so far claimed
two lives and has infected
four others in the state,
was a “narrative” created
by pharma companies.

The state government
and the police had earlier
warned the public not to
spread fake news about
the Nipah outbreak.

A 39-year-old man has
tested positive for the
Nipah virus today taking
the number of active cases
in the state to four.

RRaaiippuurr,,  SSeepp  1155::  Directorate of
Enforcement (ED) is investigat-
ing M/s Mahadev Online Book
Betting APP which is an
umbrella syndicate arranging
online platforms for enabling
illegal betting websites to
enrol new Users, create User
IDs and laundering of money
through a layered web of bena-
mi Bank accounts. ED has
recently conducted wide
spread searches against the
money laundering networks
linked with Mahadev APP in
cities like Raipur, Bhilai,
Kolkata, Bhopal, Mumbai etc
and retrieved large amount of
incriminating evidences and
has frozen/seized proceeds of
crime worth Rs 417 crore.
ED investigation into the mat-
ter has revealed that Sourabh

Chandrakar and Ravi Uppal
who hail from Bhilai,
Chhattisgarh, are the main pro-
moters of Mahadev Online
Book and are running their
operations from Dubai. Their
M/s Mahadev Online Book is
run from a central Head Office
in UAE and operates by fran-
chising “Panel/Branches” to
their known associates on
70%-30% profit ratio. Large
scale hawala operations are
done to siphon off the pro-
ceeds of betting to off-shore
accounts. 

In the course of further
investigation, ED has conduct-
ed searches at multiple loca-
tions in Bhopal, Mumbai and
Kolkata and identified other
major players involved in the
money laundering operations
of the Mahadev Online Book
APP and has seized illegal
assets worth Rs 417 cr. ED has
also earnestly taken up investi-
gation abroad. 

Nadda alleges Congress agenda to 
‘abuse and disrespect’ Sanatan Dharma

Parivartan Yatra aimed at exposing corruption of
Baghel government, ousting Congress from power in
Chhattisgarh: BJP chief JP Nadda. 

ED has frozen/seized proceeds
of crime worth Rs 417 cr

 In context of M/s
Mahadev Online
Book Betting APP
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Cong MLA Mamman Khan heldWorker’s death after molten slag fell on him in Ch’garh

6-year-old son bids farewell 
as Col Manpreet Singh is cremated

Wife of Colonel Manpreet Singh mourns near his
mortal remains before his last rites, at his native place
in Mohali, Friday.
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Case against man for posting
fake news on social media

Health workers and security personnel control entry at
an emergency ward at the medical college amid an
outbreak of Nipah virus in Kerala, in Kozhikode, Friday.
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NGT issues notice to Jindal Steel
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Bhilai, Sep 15: SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant's various
departments observed the
Hindi Diwas Programme
on September 14, 2023,
with the aim of encourag-
ing people to use Hindi for
Official Correspondence.

Hindi Diwas
Programme at Sinter
Plants was jointly organ-
ized by SP-2 & 3. Anup
Kumar Dutta, CGM (SPs)
was the Chief Guest on
this occasion. Umesh
Awadhiya, GM (SP-2) and
MRK Shariff, GM (SP-3)
were present as Special
Guests.

The program started by
lighting the Ceremonial
Lamp and Saraswati

Vandana.
Addressing the gather-

ing, Dutta said that we
should promote the use of
Hindi language and en-
courage others to do the
correspondence in Hindi,
as it makes the system
more simple and conven-
ient. All the section offi-
cers of Sinter Plants-2 & 3
were present in the pro-

gramme.
Viteshwar Nath spoke

on the role and importance
of Hindi Language in the
Freedom Struggle of India.
Manish Gupta, Chandan,
Gangaram Choubey, and
Ritam Lal Sahu recited
Hindi poetry, followed by
staging of a street-play
"Meri Maati Mera Desh"
by the department's

Contractual Workers. The
participants of the pro-
gramme were also felicitat-
ed by the dignitaries.

Hindi Diwas was also
celebrated at BSP's Bhilai
Vidyalaya Sector -2 which
began with prayer. The
Chief Guest VS Pawar,
Principal, said that Hindi
is the language of masses
and most convenient for

expressing our emotions
and feelings.

A Street Play on the im-
portance of Hindi lan-
guage was performed
under the guidance of
teacher Sangeeta Mishra.
Student Uma Sen read-out
the Hindi Diwas News
Headlines, while student
Simran recited inspira-
tional quotes by eminent

personalities.
Students Megha con-

ducted a Quiz on Hindi lit-
erature, while
Amritadeep explained
their meaning of Sanskrit
Shlokas in Hindi. Kashish
spoke on the origin and
development of Hindi,
and Naina spoke on the
contribution of Hindi lit-
terateurs.

While compering the
programme, Teacher SK
Khobragade spoke on the
role of Hindi language in
the Indian Constitution.
Sarita Shakya, Vandana
Sonawane, Nishi
Shivappa, GP Sharma,
Tanveer, Parvez, DL Joshi,
DK Sahu and other teach-
ers of the school were also
present on this occasion.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 15: Hindi Day
program was organized by
the Hindi Department at
St Thomas College. Chief
guest in the program was
Dr Nalini Shrivastava, for-
mer Head of Hindi
Department, Bhilai,
Principal In-charge Dr
James Mathew, second
shift In-charge and IQAC
coordinator Dr Debjani
Mukherjee, Head of Hindi
Department.

Captain (Dr) Surekha
Jawade was present. The
program started with Ish
Vandana. College
Administrator Father Dr
Joshi Varghese, Principal,
Dr MG Roymon appreciat-
ed the program and wished
everyone a happy Hindi

Day.
The guests were wel-

comed by presenting them
with flower bunches. Chief
guest Dr Nalini Shrivastava
said in her address that we
are proud of Hindi lan-
guage and said that Hindi
language is the lifeblood of
nationalism and it is Hindi
which can connect people.

Today Hindi is being
propagated in other coun-
tries also. Principal in-
charge Dr James Mathew,
while presiding over the
program, said that every-
one should respect Hindi as
a colloquial language and
in daily routine.

Head of Hindi
Department Captain (Dr)

Surekha Javade addressed
the program and intro-
duced the chief guest.
Welcome speech was given
by Assistant Professor Dr
Rupa Srivastava and vote of
thanks was given by
Assistant Professor
Lieutenant Santosh Yadav.
The program was conduct-
ed by Harshita Jolhe.

Durg Police camps in Haryana
to trace ATM robbers

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 15: Several
teams of Durg Police are
camping in Delhi, NCR
and Haryana in search of
the thieves who robbed
three ATM kiosks in a sin-
gle night in Durg - Bhilai.
According to sources,
Durg Police succeeded in
arresting two of the ac-
cused and recovered over
Rs 3 lakh cash from them.
Police teams are search-
ing for the other abscond-
ing accused.

It needs to be men-
tioned here that some
unidentified thieves
robbed three ATM kiosks
and decamped with over
Rs 50 lakhs on the inter-
vening night of August
27. The accused used gas

cutters to break the ATM
machines and steal the
cash. After stealing the
cash, they set the ATM
machine and Air
Conditioners on fire.

On entering the kiosks,
they sprayed black paint
on the CCTV cameras.
After investigation, Durg
Police discovered that
this modus operandi is
followed by the Mewat
Gang after which techni-
cal evidence was collect-
ed. Following the digital
footprints of the accused,
Durg Police has reached
Haryana in search of the
accused.

It could be recollected
here that on August 27,
Police had reached the
ATM Kiosks after receiv-
ing information about the

fire. Later, it was discov-
ered that the machines
had been cut and cash
stolen.

The thieves targeted
the ATM kiosks of State
Bank of India located
near Shri Ram Square
and Milan Square in
Hudco Colony as well as a
Kiosk in Borsi. Footage of
the thieves was caught in
the CCTV installed at a
house near one of the
kiosks.

They were seen ap-
proaching the kiosks
around 13:30 hrs in a car.
The accused used gas cut-
ters to break the ma-
chines and steal cash.
Before leaving, they set
the machine and air con-
ditioner on fire at both
the kiosks.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 15: DAV Ispat
Public School, Sect0r-02
celebrated Hindi Diwas
with great zeal on
September 14, 2023 in its
school premises. The stu-
dents of the junior wing
enthusiastically partici-
pated in the celebration in
coordination with their
teachers.

On this special occasion
the Principal of the school
Priyanka Shukla greeted
everyone and congratulat-
ed the students for coming
up with such good and cre-
ative presentations in the
form of poems, speeches
and conversations in
Hindi language.

Principal in her address

to the little ones urged
them to have the knowl-
edge of this ancient lan-
guage though they are
studying in an English
medium school.

It is very necessary to
learn and have a good
command over the Hindi
language as it is one of

those languages which is
widely spoken across the
country by a majority of
Indians. The language has
its own beauty and casts
its spell whenever spoken
with dexterity and flaw-
lessly.

The students also came
up with little slogans, ban-

ners and quotes written in
placards relevant to the
Hindi Diwas. The school,
as a practice, has been ob-
serving this day since its
inception and so the stu-
dents were also quite ac-
quainted with its signifi-
cance and importance in
their lives.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 15: SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant's
Human Resource
Development Department
and Power Plant, in associ-
ation with the National
Safety Council (NSC),
Mumbai jointly organised
a three-day Special
Training Programme ti-
tled "Maintenance &
Safety in Power Plant
Operation". The 03-day
Training Program was or-
ganized from September
11-13, 2023 at BSP's HRD
Centre, and 25 personnel
participated.

Addressing the gather-
ing Rajiv Pandey, CGM
(Power Facility) urged
everybody to continue the
learning process and em-

phasised on the complete
implementation of Zero
Accident Policy in Bhilai
Steel Plant by adopting
safe work culture by fol-
lowing safety norms at the
workplace.

Bajirao Dethe and
Pradeep Kumar Singh,
Technical experts from
NSC, Mumbai, shared
their insights on various
topics related to
Maintenance & Safety in
power plant operations.

The participants also
shared their experiences
with the Technical
Experts and discussed the
causes of various acci-
dents occurring in power
plants along with the pos-
sible safety measures to
prevent such accidents.

Technical experts from
NSC, Mumbai encouraged
the participants to strictly
adhere to Safe Practices
and work with the same
spirit and also appreciated

Bhilai Steel Plant
Management for its com-
mitment towards safety.

At the end of the pro-
gram, Rajiv Pandey, CGM
(Power Facility) took feed-
back regarding the three-
day Special Training
Programme from the par-
ticipants. Amulya
Priyadarshi, GM (HRD)
proposed the Vote of
Thanks, while Saifuddin
Fazly, Jr Officer (HRD)
compered the programme.

MiC gives approval for modernisation 
and expansion of Shastri Hospital

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 15: Lal
Bahadur Shastri Hospital,
Supela is going to get a
facelift along with mod-
ernisation and expansion
of facilities. Vehicle park-
ing and gardens will be de-
veloped in the campus.
Mayor in Council of
Bhilai Municipal
Corporation approved a
project in this regard
along with 20 other pro-
posals.

Mayor Neeraj Pal
chaired the MiC meeting
in the presence of
Additional Commissioner
Ashok Dwivedi and MiC
members. 21 proposals
were tabled before the
Council for consideration.
MiC approved the first
phase of the project for
modernisation and expan-
sion of Lal Bahadur
Shastri Hospital, Supela.

As per the chief minis-
ter's announcement, the
Municipal Corporation
Bhilai and Chhattisgarh
Medical Services
Corporation will make

arrangements of
parking in the
hospital premis-
es and make con-
struction of a
garden and addi-
tional rooms, ex-
pansion of the
existing wards,
false ceiling
work, etc.

The existing
beds in the
wards will be re-
placed with new
ones. Lift will also be in-
stalled in the hospital so
that the patients coming
to the hospital do not face
any inconvenience.

Under Chhattisgarh
Government's ambitious
scheme 'Roka Chheka
Sankalp Abhiyan', action
is being taken to catch the
roaming cattle on the
roads of Bhilai
Corporation area and the
cattle are kept in Gauthan.
For the first time, the fine
fixed for their release has
been increased to Rs 2,000.

The proposal of taking
Rs 3000 for the second time
and Rs 5000 for the third

and final time and then fil-
ing an FIR has been ap-
proved. Similarly, by cal-
culating the carbon emit-
ted through various
means in the corporation
area, carbon credit work
has been approved for eco-
nomic benefit to the BMC.

Encashment of leave to
officers and employees of
the Corporation and pay-
ment of the pending
amount of arrears in the
amount of Consolidated
Fund of the Corporation
Fund, approval of addi-
tional post of Executive
Engineer in Bhilai, ap-
pointment of employees

working in Timekeeper or
Work Assistant Grade 2 to
the post of Sub Engineer,
were approved.

For amendment in re-
cruitment rules for pro-
motion and relaxation in
qualification and merger
of the post of Sub
Engineer in Bhilai
Corporation, approval
was given to send the let-
ter to the government.

Other proposals pre-
sented in the meeting
were arrangement of se-
curity guards for the pro-
tection of corporation's
property, purchase of
sweeping machine,

arrangement in the vend-
ing zone under construc-
tion in Dabrapara Chowk,
construction of communi-
ty hall near Samta Udyan
in Ward 4 Nehru Nagar,
Ward 37 (Old Ward)
Construction of dome
shed in Shivalaya, con-
struction of 3 nos pink toi-
lets for women in
Khursipar area, etc.

Approval was given to
give no objection letter for
the work of laying the
main pipeline till the filter
plant, increase in the fee
for publication of adver-
tisement board on the roof
and allotment of social
building land.

Council members Siju
Anthony, Laxmipati Raju,
Keshav Choubey, Sandeep
Nirankari, Ekansh
Banchhor, Lalchand
Verma, Mannan Ghaffar
Khan, Neha Sahu, Rita
Singh Gera, Malti
Thakur, Meera Banjare,
Departmental Secretary
of the Corporation, Zone
Commissioner and others
were present in the 
meeting.
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Training Workshop held on ‘Maintenance
& Safety in Power Plant Operations’

DAV Ispat Public School Sector 2
celebrates Hindi Diwas

Hindi language is the lifeblood 
of nationalism: Nalini

Two day workshop at
CCET from Sep 21

Bhilai, Sep 15: Christian
College of Engineering &
Technology, will organise a
two-day workshop on
September 21 and 22, 2023.
The workshop is being con-
ducted by Computer science
and Engineering
Department and Research
and Development cell under
the Coordinator cell activity
of Chhattisgarh Council of
Science and Technology.
The workshop will be on
"Advanced Network,
Information, & Computing".
A renowned speaker from
Indian Institute of
Information Technology,
Nagpur, Dr Kaushlendra
Sharma, will be the speaker
of the workshop. The objec-
tive of the workshop is to
focus on engineering appli-
cations that greatly rely on
cross disciplinary areas that
aim at the convergence of
advanced network, infor-
matics and computing.

Hindi Diwas observed at various departments of Bhilai Steel PlantMan killed in road accident
Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  SSeepp  1155:: A 31-year-old
man was killed in a road ac-
cident which occurred on
the Power House Flyover on
National Highway on the in-
tervening night of Friday.
The man moving on a scoot-
er rammed into the rear end
of a stationary truck. 

He suffered fatal injuries
and died on the spot.
According to information,
the deceased was Shiva
Sahu (31) a resident of
Chhawani, Bhilai. CSP
Ashish Banchhor informed
that the incident occurred
during heavy rains around
22:00 hrs on Thursday. A
truck bearing registration
number CG04-J-7289 was

moving from Durg to Raipur. 
The vehicle developed

some fault while crossing
the Power House flyover.
Sensing trouble, the driver
parked the vehicle on the
roadside on the top of the
flyover. Meanwhile, a
speeding scooter rider
rammed into the rear end of
the truck. 

Possibly he was unable to
notice the parked truck due
to the rain. He suffered fatal
injuries on head and died on
the spot. On information, an
Emergency Response
Vehicle reached the spot
and the body was shifted to
the mortuary of Supela
Hospital. Police have lodged
a case and seized both the
vehicles.

Innovative initiative
to promote millets for

a healthier lifestyle
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 15: The
Durg district adminis-
tration has undertaken
a unique initiative to
promote a healthy
lifestyle by raising
awareness about the
benefits of millets, a nu-
tritious whole grain. As
part of this effort, the
administration is col-
laborating with selected
social media creators to
organize "Millets
Lunch." 

To commemorate the
International Year of
Millets, the Durg dis-
trict administration
will host the Millets
Lunch event on
September 16 at the
Forest Millet Cafe in
Durg, from 11:00 hrs to
16:00 hrs on a Saturday.
Collector Pushpendra
Kumar Meena will
share a meal with these

creators and discuss
various activities
aimed at promoting
millets.

The primary goal of
the Millets Lunch with
the Durg Collector is to
showcase the numerous
benefits of incorporat-
ing millets into our
daily diet and encour-
age a healthier lifestyle
within the district.

This initiative aligns
with global efforts to
raise awareness about
millets' nutritional
value, their sustainabil-
ity in agriculture, and
their contribution to
food security and envi-
ronmental conserva-
tion. Senior officials
will join the Durg
Collector in the discus-
sion.

A key highlight of
this event is the partici-
pation of social media
creators who will play a

vital role in spreading
messages about a
healthy lifestyle and the
consumption of millets
across various online
platforms.

These creators will be
encouraged to share
wholesome and deli-
cious millet-based
recipes with the resi-
dents of Durg and its
surrounding areas.

The best content pro-
duced as part of this
collaborative effort will
also be shared through
the district's official so-
cial media handles to
acknowledge the collec-
tive efforts.

This programme
promises to be an en-
gaging and informative
event, empowering in-
dividuals and commu-
nities to make informed
dietary choices and em-
brace the nutritional
benefits of millets.
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Raipur, Sep 15: Chairman
of Chhattisgarh State
Planning Commission, Dr.
Premsai Singh Tekam
chaired a meeting at
Yojana Bhawan, Nava
Raipur, today to review the
works of the Commission.
At the meeting, Chairman
Dr Tekam reviewed the
framework and the SDG
(Sustainable Development
Goals) dashboard devel-
oped by the Commission to
assist in regular monitor-
ing of Sustainable
Development Goals in the
state. He also released the
evaluation report of the
state government’s ambi-
tious schemes such as
Mukhyamantri Haat-

Bazar Clinic Yojana,
Mukhyamantri Slum
Swasthya Sahayta Yojana,
Mukhyamantri Suposhan
Abhiyan and Godhan
Nyaya Yojana in the meet-
ing. In his address to the of-
ficials of State Planning
Commission, Chairman
Dr. Premsai Singh Tekam
said that the framework
and the dashboard created
by the Commission will ef-
fectively assist the govern-
ment departments and dis-
trict administration offi-
cials in achieving
Sustainable Development
Goals. “SDG State
Indicator Framework” has
been prepared to evaluate
the progress towards these
goals at the state level and
“SDG District Indicator
Framework” has been pre-
pared for evaluation at the
district level and a

progress report based has
also been prepared based
on the aforementioned in-
dicators. This evaluation
report was also released
today. He said that the rec-
ommendations mentioned
in the report will help the
concerned departments to
ensure better implementa-
tion of their plan.

State Planning
Commission Chairman Dr.
Tekam said that the “SDG
Dashboard” includes year-
wise target-based and dis-
trict-based analysis of the
Sustainable Development
Goals.

This Dashboard will
help all the districts and
the concerned depart-
ments to self-evaluate and
move faster towards the
goal. This report and the
dashboard of the
Commission will guide the

Collectors, Chief
Executive Officers of
District Panchayats and
Heads of Departments in
identifying the constraints
of development and imple-
menting their strategies
based on data based evi-
dence. Keeping in mind the
progress displayed
through the dashboard, all
the concerned depart-
ments and district officers
will be able to effectively
monitor various schemes.

These reports and dash-
boards have been prepared
by the State Planning
Commission in coordina-
tion with the concerned
departments. Dr. Tekam
expressed hope that all de-
partments and district offi-
cers will regularly review
their progress on the basis
of this framework and en-
sure achievement of the
targets set as per the
Sustainable Development
Goals. Vice Chairman of
State Planning
Commission Mr. Ajay
Singh, Member-Secretary
Mr. Anoop Kumar
Srivastava and senior offi-
cials of the Commission
were also present in the
meeting.

Tekam chairs the review meeting
of State Planning Commission

Releases evaluation
report of the
schemes

WATERLOGGING

Many low lying areas of the capital city were inundated with knee-deep water even a day after heavy rains and
people faced lots of problems in moving from one place to another.

Raipur, Sep 15: Pradesh
Congress Committee
(PCC) Chief and MP
Deepak Baij said that BJP
President JP Nadda went
to Chhattisgarh showing
arrogance like his leader
Modi. Nadda had nothing
to say on the works of
Modi government; rather
he talked on Chandrayaan,
G-20 in a way as if it was
not India’s achievement
but BJP’s achievement,
Baij said.

He said that BJP
President had no answer
to questions of people on

issues like two crore jobs
every year, doubling in-
come of farmers’ income,
low inflation in 100 days,
demonetization, GST etc.
The BJP President ex-
posed the anti-
Chhattisgarh character of
BJP by not saying any-
thing on the discrimina-
tion being done by the
Center with Chhattisgarh,
reduction in rice, gunny
bags, waiting list of 7 lakh
houses under ‘Pradhan
Mantri Awaas’, Baij said.

Baij said that Dilip
Singh Judeo was forgotten
by BJP while he was alive.
Judeo was a victim of the
administrative anarchy of
Raman Government, he
said, adding that Nadda
was now remembering
Judeo to take electoral ad-

vantage. BJP is now trying
to make political use of
‘Pahari Korvas’, whom it
had neglected for 15 years,
said Baij. Congress gov-
ernment worked for the
educational and economic
progress of the Pahari
Korvas, he said, adding
that 190 Pahari Korvas
have been made direct
guest teachers.

Baij said that the onus of
BJP’s crushing defeat in
Chhattisgarh will be on
BJP National President JP
Nadda. Nadda had already
been rejected by the people
of Himachal and
Karnataka, where BJP has
suffered a defeat, he said.

In the upcoming assem-
bly elections, Congress
will form the government
again by winning more

than 75 seats and ‘Nyay
Yojana’ being run for
every section of the state
will gain momentum, he
said. BJP leaders have nei-
ther any plan nor any
achievement to show in
Chhattisgarh, Baij said
and added that during the
15 years of BJP govern-
ment led by Raman Singh,
there were atrocities on
the tribal community of
Chhattisgarh and inno-
cent tribals were impris-
oned after being branded
as Naxalites. Tribals’ land
was snatched away, PESA
rules were not made, he
added. According to him
after the formation of the
Congress government,
there have been revolu-
tionary changes in the
lives of the tribals.

Nadda to be responsible for BJP’s
defeat in Ch’garh: Cong

PCC says Nadda did
not say anything on
inflation, unemploy-
ment, farmers

RRaaiippuurr,,  SSeepp  1155:: Anganwadi
workers and assistants working
in more than 46,000 Anganwadi
centers run across the state for
nutrition and vaccination of
women and children have got
another big gift after the
increase in honorarium. The

retirement age of Anganwadi
workers has been increased
from 62 years to 65 years by the
state government. Along with
this, the filling of vacant posts
of Anganwadi workers from
Anganwadi assistants has been
increased from 25 percent to 50
percent. Also, the experience
required for recruitment from
10 years has been reduced to 05
years. In this regard, an order
has been issued by the Women
and Child Development
Department of the Ministry on
September 14. It is noteworthy
that in the budget 2023-24 pre-

sented this year, Chief Minister
Mr. Baghel had announced
increase in the honorarium of
Anganwadi workers and assis-
tants, fulfilling their demands.
In compliance with the order
issued, increased honorarium is
being given to Anganwadi
workers and assistants from
April 1, 2023. The amount of
monthly honorarium to
Anganwadi workers is being
increased from Rs 6,500 per
month to Rs 10,000. Similarly,
the honorarium of Anganwadi
assistants has been increased
from Rs 3,250 to Rs 5,000 and

the honorarium of mini
Anganwadi workers has been
increased from Rs 4,500 to Rs
7,500 per month. A provision
has been made for ex-gratia
amount on the death of
Anganwadi workers and assis-
tants and lump sum payment on
retirement in the state. By
increasing the ex-gratia amount
on the death of Anganwadi
workers and assistants, at pres-
ent Rs 50 thousand is being pro-
vided. Similarly, on retirement,
there is a provision to pay Rs 50
thousand to Anganwadi workers
and Rs 25 thousand to assistant.

Retirement age of Anganwadi workers and assistants increased

Raipur, Sep 15: Congress
today charged BJP with
insulting ‘Chhattisgarh
Mahtari’ in its
‘Parivartan Yatra’ flagged
off by BJP National
President JP Nadda from
Jashpur. Pradesh

Congress Communication
Department head Sushil
Anand Shukla said that
picture of ‘Chhattisgarh
Mahtari’ was placed
below the stairs on which
people will climb and go
to the top of Parivartan
Rath (chariot).

People will climb on the
‘Parivartan Rath’ of BJP
while trampling the pic-
ture of Chhattisgarh
Mahtari, he said, adding

that this showed anti-
Chhattisgarh mentality of
BJP. Shukla said that
after Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel’s initia-
tive to promote the cul-
ture and civilization of
Chhattisgarh and glory of
Chhattisgarh Mahtari in
the country and the
world, BJP started using
Chhattisgarh Mahtari for
show in its platform and
programmes to save its
political existence. BJP
has not developed a sense
of respect for
Chhattisgarh’s culture
and Chhattisgarh
Mahatari, he said. Shukla
said that BJP, which had
forgotten Chhattisgarh’s
identity, Teej-festivals,
food habits and even Mata
Kaushalya and Lord Ram
for 15 years, was pretend-
ing to accept the tradi-
tions of Chhattisgarh
after the formation of the
Congress government.

BJP insulted ‘Chhattisgarh Mahtari’: Congress

“Nadda should apolo-
gize to ‘Chhattisgarh
Mahtari’ and the 
people of Ch’garh”

Raipur, Sep 15: Amity
School of
Communication, Amity
University Chhattisgarh
celebrates Hindi Diwas
2023 at the University
Audio-Visual Studio.
Prof. (Dr.) Piyush Kant
Pandey, Vice-Chancellor
of Amity University
Chhattisgarh graced the
occasion as chief guest.
In his address Prof.
Pandey explain the vitali-
ty of Hindi as official lan-
guage of India. “Hindi
being a language,
emerged in 12th century
but with the flexibility to
adopt words from all lan-
guages of India and
World it grows rapidly as
compared to other Indian
languages” he added. Dr.

Shivam Arun Patnaik,
CPRO, Amity University
Chhattisgarh by gracing
the occasion as chief
speaker emphasized on
the mediocrity of the lan-
guage in our day-to-day
life. He also encouraged
the students to feel proud
of the language with
proper utilization. In the

event Controller of
Examination, Asish
Singh, HOI Amity Law
School Dr. Abhinav
Pradhan, faculty, and
staff members of the uni-
versity along with stu-
dents of Amity School of
Communication (ASCO)
and Amity Law School
(ALS) were present.

Amity University celebrates Hindi Diwas 2023 

From 62 years to 65
years

Order issued by Women
and Child Development
Department from
Mantralaya

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Sep 15: 63-year-
old man, resident of
Rajim and a teacher by
profession, who suffered
severe deep injuries on
his head and chest in
road accident while com-
ing from school, got new
lease of life after under-
going Titanium Rib
Plating at Advance
Cardiac Institute of Dr
Bhimrao Ambedkar
Memorial Hospital, affili-
ated to Pt Jawaharlal
Nehru Memorial
Medical College, Raipur.

After accident he was
rushed to Gariaband
Hospital where after first

aid, he was shifted to
DKS Hospital. But due to
continuous falling of

oxygen saturation, the
patient was immediately
shifted to the Heart Chest
and Vascular Surgery
Department of ACI, Dr
Bhimrao Ambedkar
Memorial Hospital. As
soon as he was shifted to
the heart surgery depart-
ment, the patient had to
be put on a ventilator be-
cause he had developed a
flail chest due to the frac-
tured ribs.

Even after ventilator
support, the patient’s

oxygen saturation was
not very good and in
such a situation the pa-
tient had to be taken for
operation at very high
risk, said Dr
Krishnakant Sahu, Head
of Heart Chest and
Vascular Surgery
Department who per-
formed the complex sur-
gery with his team.

According to Dr Sahu
more than 7 ribs of the
patient’s right chest were
broken at various places,
due to which a flail chest
was formed and there
was deep injury in the
lungs. In such a patient, a
new shape is given to the
chest by making artifi-
cial ribs of titanium and
05 long titanium plates
were used in it, he said.

Injury in the lungs was
also repaired. This is a

very complex and high
risk operation and is
done in very few institu-
tions. Dr Sahu said that 4
units of blood were used
in this operation. The pa-
tient’s daughter is a nurs-
ing staff in DKS Hospital
and is very happy with
the service and efficiency
of the staff and doctors
in ACI.

The team led by Dr
Sahu comprised Dr
Nishant Singh Chandel,
Dr Ajit (PG), Dr Sanjay
Tripathi (JR),
A n a e s t h e t i s t - D r
Maninder Kaur (PG),
Technician-Bhupendra
Kumar and
Harishchandra, Nursing
S t a f f - R a j e n d r a ,
Narendra, Chowaram,
Munesh, Kiran,
Priyanka, Kusum and
Tejendra.

Man with broken ribs gets new life after Titanium Rib Plating
Complex operation suc-
cessfully performed by
Dr Krishnakant Sahu,
HoD of Heart Chest and
Vascular Surgery of
Ambedkar Hospital 

Ch’garh records an average
rainfall of 890.1 mm so far

RRaaiippuurr,,  SSeepp  1155::  According to the
information gathered by the
State Revenue and Disaster
Management Department
through the State Control Room,
the state has recorded an aver-
age rainfall of 890.1 mm from
June 1, 2023, till now. Analyzing
the rainfall data from June 1 to
the morning of September 14,
the Bijapur district experienced
the highest average rainfall of
1537.8 mm, while the Surguja
district recorded the lowest
average of 397.4 mm during the
same period. As per the informa-
tion provided by the State-Level
Flood Control Room, the average
rainfall recorded since June 1
varies across districts. In
Surajpur district, an average
rainfall of 718.8 mm has been
registered, while Balrampur has
experienced 811.7 mm, Jashpur
has recorded 714.0 mm, and the
Koriya and Manendragarh-
Chirmiri-Bharatpur districts
have recorded 833.5 mm and
829.0 mm of average rainfall
respectively.

Raipur, Sept 15: Ananya
Pandey of Raipur secured
second position in the
National Squash champi-
onship held at Bengaluru
after losing final match in

a close encounter to
Samayara Raj Bhandare
from Goa.

Ananya becomes the
first woman player to qual-
ify for the final in the na-
tional squash. Earlier, she
had defeated Vaibhavi
Balaji from Karnataka
with the score of 11-6.11-3
and Shivvani Philips with
the score of 13-11, 11-3 in
the best of three quarter fi-
nals. She defeated
Skandha Pakki from
Karnataka in the semi-
final with teh score of 11-6,
11-8, 11-4 but eventually
lost to Samayra Raj
Bhandare from Goa in the
final with the score of 11-6,
11-8 and 11-4.

Ananya secures 2nd position in
National Squash championship Raipur, Sep 15: A 5-day

training camp for teachers
of state level Sanskrit
schools organised by
Chhattisgarh Sanskrit
Vidyamadalam was organ-
ised from September 11 to 15
. The closing program was
conducted under the chief
hospitality of Chitralekha
Sahu, Vice President of
Chhattisgarh Tourism
Board. While addressing the
closing programme, he said
that Sanskrit should be-
come the language of the
people. Sanskrit aphorisms
are heart touching. He said
that Sanskrit has to be made
available to everyone. There
should be conversation in
Sanskrit, for this one should
learn Sanskrit. In the train-
ing, teachers were trained

in Grammar, Literature,
Vedas, Astrology,
Philosophy, Economics in-
cluding Porohityam,
Pravachanam, Astrology,
Yogadarshan and Ayurveda
by subject experts. About 80
teachers participated in the
training. This training was
given by Sanskrit
Vidyamandalam members
Dr. Toyanidhi Vaishnav, Dr.
Ramkishore Mishra, Dr.
Santosh Tiwari, Dr.

Satyendra Sharma, Dr.
Kunjdev Manish, Mr. Lalit
Sharma and Mr. B.P. Tiwari.
In the concluding program,
Chhattisgarh Sanskrit
Vidyamadalam President
Dr. Suresh Kumar Sharma,
member Dr. Toynidhi
Vaishnav, Secretary Dr. Alka
Dani, Assistant Director Mr.
Laxman Prasad Sahu, Dr.
Garima Tamrakar and a
large number of trainees
were present.

Sanskrit became language of  people: Sahu



CENTRAL CHRONICLE, RAIPUR, SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2023

Raipur, Sep 15:
Continuous innovations
are taking place in the
field of education in
Raipur district. In this
context, an MoU was
signed on Thursday be-
tween the district adminis-
tration and Igebra.AI in
the presence of Collector
Dr. Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure. Under which Data-
AI Club will be formed in
three Swami Atmanand
Excellent English Medium
Schools (SEGES) of the

district. It is noteworthy
that on Independence Day,
Chief Minister  Bhupesh
Baghel has announced to
include information about
modern technologies like
Artificial Intelligence,
Machine Learning,
Internet of Things in the
curriculum of school chil-
dren from the next aca-
demic session. The district
administration has taken
this step with immediate
implementation in this di-
rection. Raipur is the first

district to take this impor-
tant step.

This MoU was signed by
District Panchayat CEO,
Mr. Abinash Mishra and
Company Director Mr.
Chiranjeevi Madala on be-
half of the district admin-
istration. Under this MoU,
AI Club will be formed at
Swami Atmanand RD
Tiwari, Amapara, Swami
Atmanand BP Pujari
Rajatalab and Swami
Atmanand Shahid
Smarak, Fafadih.

This will develop under-
standing of AI among the
students of these schools.
Students will become fa-
miliar with this latest
technology of Science and
will be able to use it in
projects and other works.
This will create more in-
terest in Science among
the children of
Chhattisgarh and they
will also work shoulder to
shoulder with other youth
not only in the country but
also in the world. In this
club, students will be
taught in AI club by the
trainers of the concerned
institution and there will
be workshops. Project
models will also be dis-
played. On this occasion,
District Education Officer
Mr. Himanshu Bharatiya
and District Mission
Coordinator Mr. K.S. Patle
was present. It is notewor-
thy that IGebra.AI is an
American company which
is working in the field of
AI. Its objective is to edu-
cate the youth about AI.

AI club will be formed in 3 Swami
Atmanand schools of Raipur district
Immediate implemen-
tation by the district
administration on the
announcement of the
Chief Minister

MoU signed between
district administration
and iGebra.AI, Raipur is
the first district of the
state to take this
unique initiative

Raipur, Sep 15: Public
welfare schemes and pro-
grams of Chhattisgarh
are being widely appreci-
ated at the national level.
Under the leadership of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, Chhattisgarh has
bagged several national
awards, honours and
achievements. And now,
adding another feather to

the cap, Union Ministry
of Drinking Water and
Sanitation has honoured
Narayanpur district with
a citation for the excel-
lent work in the Jal
Jeevan Survey 2023
under the Aspirational
District Program. Chief
Minister Mr. Bhupesh
Baghel has congratulated
the residents of
Narayanpur district and
the officers-employees of
Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM)
engaged in this work, for
this achievement.

It is noteworthy that
providing safe drinking
water to every rural
household in
Narayanpur district was
a challenging task, be-
cause of the difficult geo-
graphical location. But
the task was accom-
plished despite the chal-
lenges, and for this ac-
c o m p l i s h m e n t ,
Narayanpur district has
been honoured by the
Government of India,
under Aspirational
District Program. The
‘Jal Jeevan’ Survey was
conducted by the central
government from 1
October 2022 to 30 June
2023 and the work of
Narayanpur district
among aspirational dis-
tricts was found to be ex-
cellent. For Narayanpur,
Jal Jeevan Mission had
set a target of providing
safe drinking water to 30
thousand 322 families,
out of which tap connec-
tions have been provided
to 18 thousand 72 fami-
lies. There are 14 villages
in the district, where
each and every house-

hold has been equipped
with the tap connections.

It is noteworthy that on
the instructions of CM
Baghel, Jal Jeevan
Mission is being imple-
mented on a mission
mode across the state.
Mission Director JJM
Alok Katiyar said that
under the competent
guidance of CM Baghel,
desired progress has
been achieved with stan-
dard quality in the works
of JJM. Presently, an av-
erage of 7000 domestic
connections is being pro-
vided in the state per day,
and so far, 60 percent fam-
ilies have got the domes-
tic connections. Till date,
“Har Ghar Jal” certifica-
tion has been awarded to
a total of 422 villages of
the state.

Katiyar said that under
Jal Jeevan Mission,
every possible step is
being taken to make
Narayanpur  the first
‘Har Ghar Jal district’ in
the state by providing
household tap connec-
tions to 100 percent of the
families here.

Narayanpur district receives citation for the excellent
performance in Jal Jeevan Survey 2023

From the Union
Ministry of Drinking
Water and
Sanitation 

CM Baghel congrat-
ulated people of
Narayanpur district
and the officers-
employees of JJM
on the achievement

Tap connections
provided to 18072
houses in
Narayanpur and
100% of the houses
in 14 villages of the
district

Raipur, Sep 15: Collector
and District Returning
Officer Dr Sarveshwar
Bhure today held a meeting
police sector officers and
sector officers of Dharsiwa
and Abhanpur assembly
constituencies at the audito-
rium located in Guru
Ghasidas Museum complex.
The Collector said that the
polling stations should be
thoroughly inspected and
basic facilities should be en-
sured. He said that electrici-

ty, drinking water, separate
toilets for men and women,
furniture, mobile network-
ing and ramps for disabled
people should be arranged
in the polling stations.

He has instructed all the
sector officers to ensure
arrangements for conduct-
ing the election process
with transparency at the
polling stations. Sector offi-
cers should seriously in-
spect the polling stations
and prepare information in
contact with the concerned
BLO, he said. Deputy
District Election Officer
Gajendra Thakur,
Additional Superintendent
of Police Neeraj
Chandrakar and master
trainers also informed the
sector and sector police offi-
cers about completing the

election related activities in
a systematic manner.

Bhure also asked all the
sector officers to inspect the
access roads to the polling
stations. He also directed
the officials to provide infor-
mation about sensitive and
vulnerable polling stations
so that adequate security
arrangements can be en-
sured in those areas. The
Collector instructed the sec-
tor officers to continuously
assess the estimates of sen-
sitive and hypersensitive
polling stations. He in-
structed the sector officers
to continuously give infor-
mation about the current
situation, the situation at
the time of election an-
nouncement and the sensi-
tivity of the polling station
seven days before voting.

Collector instructs for smooth 
voting arrangements

Police sector 
officers, sector offi-
cers of Dharsewa,
Abhandpur assem-
bly constituencies
trained

Raipur, Sep 15: On the oc-
casion of Hindi Day on
Thursday in Chhattisgarh
Lok Aayog (CLA), Raipur,
organised a programme
which was chaired by
Lokayukta Justice T.P.
Sharma. Officers and em-
ployees  participated in
the program and they con-
gratulated all the officers
and employees on Hindi
Day.

Lokayukta Justice
Sharma, while highlight-
ing the specialty of Hindi
in the program, said that
we should not oppose any
other language for work-
ing and publicity of our
language, but should re-
spect all the languages and
give importance to Hindi
language. He also stressed
on promoting work in
Hindi in the office.
Secretary of Chhattisgarh
Public Commission, Mr.
Anurag Pandey said that
there is a need to promote
the use of Hindi in daily
behavior to respect Hindi.
Expressing happiness, he
said that all the work in
Chhattisgarh Lok Aayog is
being done in Hindi lan-
guage. Along with Hindi
Day, Pandey also wished
everyone a Happy Pola
Festival. The program was
organized by Higher
Judicial Service officer

Mr. Satyendra Kumar
Sahu posted as Legal
Advisor in the
Commission, Technical
Advisor Mr. Rakesh
Puram, Personal Assistant
Mr. Phoolchand
Dewangan, In-charge
Section Officer Mr.
Gajendra Singh Thakur
and Mrs. Sadhna
Srivastava, P.R. Tirath
Ram Thackeray also ad-
dressed and expressed his
views.

The program was suc-
cessfully conducted by
Deputy Secretary, K.P.
Singh. Vote of thanks was
given by Inspector Mrs.
Swati Mishra. Financial
Advisor Mrs. Shraddha
Trivedi, Deputy
Superintendent of Police
Mr. Arjun Singh and other
officers and employees
were present in the pro-
gram.

Hindi Day celebrated with
enthusiasm in CLA

Raipur, Sep 15: With the
joy, dream and hope to be a
what that set by them-
selves and by the society,
the new students included
UG and PG in Sciences
(core and applied, i.e.
B.Sc., M.Sc.), today enter
the world of knowledge
and innovation, i.e.
University, the MATS
University. Thus, this is
the programme sets for
their dreams come true
not only science and tech-
nology but beyond it. This
orientation-cum-Induction
programme is scheduled
from for every student
who has been enrolled to
pursue their B.Sc. or M.Sc.
from the academic session
2023. About 300students
appeared in this pro-
gramme and benefitted
with the following vertices
of MATS University: aca-
demics, laboratory, train-
ing and placement, re-
search and development,
state-and national proj-
ects, competition exams
preparation, expert’s talk,
workshop, seminar, con-
ference, symposium with
the introduction of each
faculty with their special-
ization and achievements.

Vice Chancellor of

MATS University, Prof.
K.P.Yadav inspired the stu-
dents with his 3decades of
academic and administra-
tion experience over the
said domain and shared
the success mantras for
next 3 or 5 years general-
ized the same of those who
is leading on their respec-
tive field nationally and in-
ternationally. He illustrat-
ed the importance of time
in context to current chal-
lenges and future goals.
Next, Dr. Vijay Bhushan,
Dean Academics delivered
his speech for achieving
the excellence with the
corresponding excellence
at every node of journey,
at home, at class, at society,
at where, there you are
vertex of excellence. Dr.
Ashish Saraf, Prof. &
Head, MSS set the 3 key
vertices among students,
be a regular student, be a
consistent performer and
ready to serve to everyone
anytime, for anyone and

anywhere. It’s the formula
of success through learn-
ing with serving. Pro Vice
Chancellor Dr. Deepika
Dhand shared her
thoughts about students
being the pillars of the
new society and their re-
sponsibilities to bring
about the change.

Chancellor Gajraj
Pagariya, Director
General Priyesh Pagariya
and Registrar
Gokulananda Panda have
shared their best wishes
for the future of the stu-
dents. Dr. Meghna
Shrivastava is the in-
charge of this 3 days
O r i e n t a t i o n - c u m -
Induction Programme.
Next two days comprise
with advanced academic
introduction session and
MATS University-Arang
campus visit program.

The faculty members,
Dr. V.P. Roy, Dr. Prashant
Mundeja, Dr. Sandhyarani
Panda, Dr.Radha
Krishnan, Dr. Jasmeet
Kaur Sohal, Dr.
Bindushree Baghel, Dr.
Bhagyashree Deshpande,
Dr. Manoj Banjare, Dr.
Jagriti Chandrakar, Dr.
Jitendra Sahu, Dr. Sounak
Sarkar, Dr. S.K.Kashyap
staff Mr. Mahendra, Mr.
Maheshwar and students
(senior & junior both) of
MSS participated actively
in this Orientation-cum-
Induction Programme.

Around 300 students of MATS benefitted 
Appearing in the 
orientation cum
Induction prog

Raipur, Sep 15: National
Senior Vice President of
Confederation of All India
Traders (CAIT) Amar
Parwani, Chairman
Mangelal Malu, Amar
Gidwani, State President
Jitendra Doshi, Working
President Vikram
Singhdeo, Parmanand
Jain, Vashu Makhija,
General Secretary
Surinder Singh, Working
General Secretary Bharat
Jain, and Treasurer Ajay
Agarwal said that a huge
health camp under
‘Swastha Vyapari -
Swastha Vyapar’ will be
organised on September
24 by CAIT CG Chapter,
Raipur at CAIT CG
Chapter office C-1, E.A.C.
Colony, Canal Road, Near
Oxygen Garden, Raipur
from 11 am. The poster of
‘Swastha Vyapari -
Swastha Vyapar’ was re-
leased by CAIT’s National
Senior Vice President
Amar Parwani  and State
President Jitendra Doshi.

CAIT’s National Senior
Vice President Mr. Amar
Parwani and State
President Mr. Jitendra
Doshi informed that a
huge health camp is being
organised by the CAIT CG
Chapter under ‘Swastha
Vyapari - Swastha

Vyapar’. In the above
camp, free consultation
and  examination will be
done by the expert doctors
of the city. In the camp spe-
cialist doctors of MD med-
icine, heart disease, ortho-
pedics, eye disease, dental
disease, etc. will provide
their services. BMD (Bone
Quality), Uric Acid, Blood
Sugar and BP test will be
done in the camp and med-
icines will also be distrib-
uted. CAIT has released
the poster of ‘Swastha
Vyapari - Swastha Vyapar’
and more than 100 trade
organizations of Raipur

are being invited to the
health camp. CAIT State
Youth Unit President Mr.
Avneet Singh and State
General Secretary Mr.
Amar Dhigani have ap-
pealed to the businessmen
to take advantage of this
health camp and by get-
ting their health checked,
they should cooperate in
making ‘Swastha Vyapari -
Swastha Vyapar’ camp
successful. At the time of
poster release of ‘Swastha
Vyapari - Swastha Vyapar’
organised by CAIT, Raipur
officials of CAIT and
youth team were mainly

present:- Amar Parwani,
Jitendra Doshi,
Parmanand Jain, Bharat
Jain, Avneet Singh,
Jairam Kukreja, Naresh
Patni, Mahesh Khiloshiya,
Mahendra Bagrodia,
Mohan Varlyani, Vikrant
Rathore, Deepak Vidhani,
Parvinder Singh, Amit
Gupta, Sameer Vansiani,
Rakesh Lalwani, Prakash
Makhija, Ameet Chauhan,
Monu Saluja, Jaideep
Khanuja, Shailendra
Sharma, Harsukh Patel,
Sushil Lalwani, Nagendra
Tiwari and Raunak Patel
were present.

CAIT to organise free huge health
camp on Sep 24: Amar Parwani Raipur, Sep 15: National

Institute of Technology
(NIT) Raipur’s Rajbhasha
Samiti organized
Aahwaan’23, a series of
events on the occasion of
Hindi diwas. From 7th to
14th September 2023 many
activities are organised at
the institute premises.
The main aim of the event
was to incite the impor-
tance and to honour the
people who are demon-
strating their faith and
dedication towards the
Hindi language in our so-
ciety. The events were or-
ganized under the guid-
ance of Dr. Sapan Mohan
Saini, Professor In-charge,
Rajbhasha Samiti.

On Sept 7, Nukaad
Natak was organized to
show the importance of
Hindi Language. On Sept
11, different competitions
for the students like
Kavita Vachan (Poem
Recitation), Tatkalik
Bhashan (Impromptu
speech) on topics such as
G20, Importance of Hindi,

Student life, etc. were con-
ducted to showcase their
language skills. On Sept
13th, Chakravyu which
consists two events
Khajane ki Khoj (Treasure
Hunt) and Andha Mod
(Blindfold) for the enjoy-
ment of the participants.
On September 14th compe-
titions for the faculty

members were held such
as Kavita Lekhan (Poem
Writing) and Shabdkosh
(categoric word formation
with the given letters) to
improve their command
over the Hindi Language.

Sept 14, celebrated as
Hindi Diwas, because on
this day in 1949, the Hindi
language was adopted as
one of the official lan-
guages of the Republic of
India.

The event concluded
successfully witnessing
enthusiastic participation
from the students and fac-
ulty members, and manag-
ing to raise consciousness
of the Hindi language
among the participants.

NIT Raipur celebrated Hindi Diwas

RRaaiippuurr,,  SSeepp  1155::  The Indian
Institute of Management (IIM)
Raipur, in collaboration with the
Digital Health Academy, has
extended the application deadline
for its Postgraduate and Diploma
Certificate Programmes in Digital
Health until October 15, 2023.This
extension represents a pivotal
move towards advancing the digi-
tal health landscape in India, with
a vision to nurture future leaders
who will pioneer the digital health
revolution, bridging the gap
between healthcare and technol-
ogy. The Post Graduate
Certificate Programme in Digital
Health (PGCPDH) and the

Diploma Certificate Programme
in Digital Health (DPDH) are
meticulously designed to provide
a holistic understanding of the
intersection of healthcare and
technology. Participants will
delve into various facets of digital
health, encompassing telemedi-
cine, data analytics, digital health
policies, and entrepreneurship.
The year-long curriculum com-
prises of online classes, interac-
tive sessions, live discussions,
and immersive case studies,
enabling participants to grasp the
nuances of digital health compre-
hensively. A unique feature of
these programmes is a three-day

personal immersion experience
hosted at IIM Raipur’s campus.
This on-campus opportunity will
offer hands-on learning and
invaluable networking prospects,
enriching the participants’ educa-
tional journey. Uponcompletion of
the PGCPDH and DPDH, partici-
pants will be conferred with pres-
tigious Postgraduate and Diploma
Certificates in Digital Health joint-
ly issued by IIM Raipur and the
Digital Health Academy, New
Delhi.

The application process for
these programmes commenced
on July 15, 2023, and will culmi-
nate on October 15, 2023. These

programmes hold immense
potential in equipping profession-
als with the requisite knowledge
and skills to excel in India’s rapid-
ly evolving digital health sector.
As the demand for digital health
solutions and innovations contin-
ues to surge, these programmes
will empower future leaders to
spearhead positive change and
transformation within the health-
care domain. Don’t miss this
opportunity to become a catalyst
for the digital health revolution in
India. Join the PGCPDH and DPDH
programmes and be at the 
forefront of this transformative
journey.

IIM Raipur extends application deadline 



New Delhi, Sep 15 (PTI): 

Vice President Jagdeep
Dhankhar will on
Saturday present the one-
time Sangeet Natak
Akademi Amrit Awards to
84 artistes from the field of
performing arts.

The award will be given
to Indian artistes aged
above 75 years who have
not been accorded any na-
tional honour in their ca-

reer so far. Addressing a
press conference on
Friday, Sandhya Purecha,
chairman of Sangeet
Natak Akademi, said this
award is bestowed on per-
forming artistes as well as
teachers and scholars in
the field of performing
arts.

"The recipients are se-
lected by the Akademi's
General Council, consist-
ing of distinguished musi-

cians, dancers, theatre
artists and scholars in
these disciplines and nom-
inees of the Central gov-
ernment, state govern-
ments, and Union
Territories," Purecha said.

The list of awardees in-
clude Krishen Langoo
(theatre and music) from
Jammu and Kashmir,
John Claro Fernandes
(playwriting) from Goa,
Mahabir Nayak (folk

music and dance) from
Jharkhand and Tsering
Stanzin (folk music) from
Ladakh. The list also in-
cludes three artistes from
Andhra Pradesh, two from
Arunachal Pradesh and
six from Maharashtra.

Three from Uttar Pradesh,
Gujarat and two each from

Punjab and Delhi have
also been selected.

AIADMK advises 
ally BJP to focus on
developing its party

CChheennnnaaii,,  SSeepp  1155  ((PPTTII)):: The
principal opposition AIADMK
on Friday advised its ally- the
BJP- to refrain from targetting
departed leaders and instead
focus on developing its own
party. The party’s senior leader
D Jayakumar said he was of-
fended, as did scores of
AIADMK cadres, over BJP state
chief K Annamalai’s recent re-
marks on former Chief
Minister C N Annadurai. “One
should not undermine the con-
tribution of Anna (as
Annadurai is addressed) to the
state. Though he is no more,
the leader is admired by
Tamils. It will be better if
Annamalai refrains from
speaking ill of Anna,”
Jayakumar said, while speak-
ing to reporters here.
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HEAVY RAINFALL

Pedestrians during rainfall, in Kochi, Friday. The India Meteorological Department (IMD)
forecasted heavy rainfall and lightning in isolated parts of the state and issued a yellow
alert in 11 districts excluding Thiruvananthapuram, Kollam and Pathanamthitta.

‘Stray dog menace serious issue’
New Delhi, Sep 15 (PTI): 

The Delhi High Court
has said the stray dog
menace in the national
capital is a serious issue
which needs to be ad-
dressed with urgency
and asked the municipal
commissioner to take ap-
propriate action.

The high court's direc-
tion came while quash-
ing two FIRs lodged
against a woman, who is
a philanthropist and an
animal lover, on the alle-
gation that her dogs had
bitten a man and his fa-
ther on different occa-

sions in 2014.
The court quashed the

FIRs after the parties- the
woman and her neigh-
bours- amicably settled
the issue last year.

"The parties are neigh-
bours living in the same
vicinity.The dispute be-
tween the parties is pre-
dominantly private in na-
ture and the parties have
amicably settled all their
disputes. In the interest
of justice it would be bet-
ter to put a quietus to the
dispute. The chances of
conviction would also be
bleak, given that the par-
ties do not wish to pursue

the present complaints
on account of the settle-
ment.

"I do not see any reason
to reject the settlement.
However, the issue of
stray dog menace is a se-
rious issue, which needs
to be addressed with ur-
gency by the concerned
authority. Let a copy of
this order be sent to
Commissioner, MCD for
taking appropriate ac-
tion," Justice Dinesh
Kumar Sharma said.

The woman submitted
that being an animal
lover she regularly feeds
stray dogs and small

pups living in her neigh-
borhood. The dogs that
were alleged to have bit-
ten the complainants
were stray animals and
not her pets and she pos-
sibly could not have any
control over the stray
dogs, she said.

The counsel for both
the parties said while the
proceedings were under-
way, they reached an ami-
cable settlement. Since
they no longer have any
grievance against each
other, it would be futile to
keep the complaints
pending, the lawyers
said.

Needs to be addressed with urgency: HC

SAND ART

Bhopal, Sep 15 (PTI): 

Senior Congress leader
Kamal Nath on Friday said
India is home to many reli-
gions and Sanatan Dharma
does not teach anyone to
keep other faiths away. His
statement comes a day
after Prime Minister
Narendra Modi accused
the opposition INDIA bloc
of trying to “destroy”
Sanatan Dharma.

Speaking at events in
poll-bound Madhya
Pradesh and Chhattisgarh
on Thursday, the PM al-
leged that the newly-
formed front of anti-BJP
parties wants to erase
Bharat as well as its rich
culture of thousands of
years.

Talking to reporters in
Ashok Nagar town in
Madhya Pradesh, Nath
said, “All of us have accept-

ed Sanatan Dharma. There
is no need to tell anyone
about it. There is no point
in making someone under-
stand that our country is a
nation of Sanatan Dharma
as there are other religions
too. Sanatan Dharma
never teaches anyone to
keep other religions away.”

Tamil Nadu minister
Udhayanidhi Stalin recent-
ly kicked up a row after he
compared Sanatan
Dharma with diseases like
malaria and dengue, and
called for its “eradication”.
Stalin’s party DMK is a key
constituent of the Indian
National Developmental
Inclusive Alliance (INDIA),
a grouping of more than
two dozen anti-BJP out-
fits.

When asked about the
distribution of tickets by
the Congress in the up-
coming Madhya Pradesh

assembly polls, Nath said,
nobody from other party
will be given entry into the
party until the local unit of
the organisation gives its
approval for that.

“Party tickets will be
given only on the basis of
surveys conducted by the
Congress’s state unit and
the All India Congress
Committee (AICC)...,” the
former Madhya Pradesh
chief minister said.

When asked about
Jyotiraditya Scindia, who
quit the Congress in March
2020 and joined the
Bharatiya Janata Party be-
fore being made a Union
minister, the state
Congress president said,

“Scindia ji is now in the
BJP. He has decided his
fate and now the BJP will
decide his future.”

On the “revdi” (freebies)
culture, Nath said that
since the last four to five
months, Madhya Pradesh
Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan’s “ma-
chine of making false an-
nouncements has been
running at a double speed”.
“He started remembering
employees, women and
youths, among others, after
18 years. Today, MP has a
debt burden of Rs 3.30 lakh
crore. What have they done
with this loan? This ques-
tion should be asked,”
Nath said.

Sanatan Dharma does not teach anyone 
to keep other religions away: Kamal Nath

A BJP supporter looks at a sand statue of Prime Minister made by sand artist Anil Joshi ahead of PM’s
birthday, in Gandhinagar, Friday.

84 artistes to be conferred Sangeet Natak Akademi  Amrit Awards on Saturday
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Dongargaon, Sep 15: 

Under the International
Nutritious Food Year 2023,
a series of lectures on trib-
al-centric nutrition sensi-
tization was organized on
12th September in the
Government Post
Graduate College of the
city. The chief guest of the
program was Dr. Aruna
Palta, Vice Chancellor
Hemchand Yadav
University Durg, while the
program was presided
over by the Principal of
the college, Dr. B.N.
Meshram. Dr. Nisha
Sharma from Agricultural
Science Center Anjora
Durg and Dr. Renu
Tripathi, Assistant
Professor from
Government Kamaladevi
Rathi Post Graduate
College, Rajnandgaon as
subject experts.

Chairman of College

Public Participation
Management Committee,
Priyank Jain was present
as a special guest. After
the formal inauguration of
the program, college stu-
dents Chanchal Ahir and
her friends presented
Saraswati Vandana, state
song and welcome song. In
his presidential address,
the Principal of the col-
lege, Dr.B.N. Meshram
said that the presence of
the Vice Chancellor as the
chief guest is a matter of

pride for this college.
Millets/local food/tradi-

tional food is very useful
for our life and we have to
adopt this traditional food
to stay healthy. In her ad-
dress, chief guest Dr.
Aruna Palta said that to
remain healthy we have to
return to our traditional
food. Se gave many tips to
keep our daily routine or-
ganized including sleeping
early at night and waking
up early in the morning.A
large number of students

along with professors from
Government College
Chhuria, Chowki, Mohla,
Manpur and Arjuni were
present. Women and Child
Development Department
officer Kiran Srivastava
and a large number of em-
ployees of this department
and local Anganwadi
workers also participated.

In the program, senior
professors of the college,
Prof. B. Mahobia, Dr. A.K.
Dhamgaye, Ms. Renuka
Thakur, G.K. Netam,
Gautam Netam, Shivnath
Dewangan, Dr. Asharam
Sahu, Ms. Chanchal Kujur
and all the guest lecturers
working in the college
were present. The pro-
gram was successfully
conducted by Dr. C.K.Sahu
and in the end Professor
Priyanki Gajbhiye
thanked everyone present
on behalf of the college
family.

To stay healthy we will have to
return to traditional food: Dr. Palta

Mahasamund, Sep 15: In
a concerted effort to bol-
ster law and order ahead of
the upcoming elections,
Collector Prabhat Malik
and Superintendent of
Police Dharmendra Singh
conducted a comprehen-
sive review of the district’s
security situation.

During this meeting,
Collector Malik issued di-
rectives to prioritize the
prompt resolution of pend-
ing cases under Sections
110, 107, and 116.
Additionally, he oversaw a
review of cases filed under
Section 145, underscoring
the importance of creating
contingency plans for po-
tential traffic congestion to
minimize inconvenience
to the public. With the elec-
tions on the horizon,
meticulous mapping of all
polling booths and police
station locations was or-
dered for enhanced acces-
sibility and transparency.

The gathering included
various key officials such
as Additional Collector
Durgesh Varma,
Additional Police
Superintendent Akash
Rao, revenue authorities,
the Chief Medical Officer,
RTO, and GST officers.

Malik emphasized the
need for continuous vigi-
lance at checkpoints, par-
ticularly in preparation for
the elections. He called for
stringent inspections of
cargo-carrying vehicles
and the seizure of those

lacking proper documenta-
tion. Compliance with
GST receipts was made
mandatory, and plans for
the construction of facili-
ties, including restrooms
and temporary shelters for
police personnel, at inter-
state checkposts were set
into motion. Furthermore,
District Transport Officer
received instructions to ad-
dress issues of overloaded
vehicles and vehicles
parked on roadsides with
cargo between 6:00 AM to
9:00 PM. In an effort to

combat long-standing traf-
fic issues, the Collector
also proposed the confisca-
tion of vehicles that re-
mained stationary in the
same location for an ex-
tended duration. In ad-
dressing concerns related
to chit fund companies,
Malik directed all division-
al officers to take the nec-
essary actions to ensure
the prompt refunding of
money to affected individ-
uals, demonstrating a
proactive approach to fi-
nancial justice.

Collector and SP review 
law and order situation

Bijapur, Sep 15: 

For the first time in the
district Bijapur, a one-day
training cum workshop of
Public Information
Officers and First
Appellate Officers under
the Right to Information
(RTI) Act 2005 was organ-
ized under the chairman-
ship of GR Churendra,
Secretary, Chhattisgarh
I n f o r m a t i o n
Commissioner (CIC), in
the conference hall of
Collectorate, Bijapur. On
this occasion, the
Secretary of the State
I n f o r m a t i o n
Commissioner (SIC) and
the Information
Commissioners gave de-
tailed information about
the objectives of the
Right to Information Act
and the nuances of the
Act as well as the duties
and responsibilities of
the Public Information
Officers and First
Appellate Officers.

SIC Dhanvendra
Jaiswal, Collector
Rajendra Kumar Katara,
Joint Director Santosh
Maurya, Joint Collector
Pawan Kumar Premi and
all the officers and em-
ployees of the district
were present in this work-
shop.

Secretaries and
Sarpanchs in block of-
fices took advantage of
this workshop by connect-
ing through online medi-
um. On this occasion,
Secretary of the (SIC)
Churendra wished every-
one in the meeting hall a
happy Pola festival. He
gave detailed information
regarding the objectives
of RTI. He gave advice on
systematic maintenance
of departmental informa-
tion and documents in all

the offices. All district of-
ficers were requested to
review their departmen-
tal information once
every month. Along with
providing timely infor-
mation to the applicants,
they were also advised to
run a campaign before
the rainy season and
maintain records. In the
workshop, the commis-
sioners resolved the
doubts of the officers and
answered their questions.

State Information
Commissioner Jaiswal
said that every public has
the right to information.
While giving information
regarding the implemen-

tation of this Act to the
Public Information
Officers and the First
Appellate Officers, it was
said that the application
form should not be reject-
ed if it is not clear and the
First Appellate Officers
should get the name plate
of Public Information
Officer installed in their
offices, demand fees from
the applicant for asking
for information and other
things were discussed.

State Information
Commissioner Manoj
Kumar Trivedi said that
information should be
provided to the applicant
only till the date men-

tioned in the application
form. He informed that
recovery action will be
taken against the officer
concerned for not provid-
ing information within
the prescribed time peri-
od. Instructions were also
given to the first appellate
officers to compulsorily
mention their name and
post while disposing of
the applications received.

In the workshop, Joint
Director Santosh Maurya
threw light on the objec-
tives of the Acts and gave
important information to
the Public Information
Officers and First
Appellate Officers regard-
ing their duties and re-
sponsibilities.

Collector Rajendra
Kumar Katara thanked
the Secretary of the State
I n f o r m a t i o n
Commissioner and the
I n f o r m a t i o n
Commissioners for pro-
viding their valuable
presence in the workshop.

One day training cum workshop organized
 Under the auspices 

of State Information
Commissioner 
and district admn

Korba, Sep 15: 

Chief Executive Officer
Vishwadeep spearheaded a
comprehensive review of
rural development schemes in
the district panchayat’s audi-
torium. The focus was on ex-
pediting the completion of
pending construction work,
heralding brighter days for
Village Panchayats.

Vishwadeep left no stone
unturned as he rallied offi-
cials from the Rural
Engineering Service (RES),
Sub-Divisional Officer (SDO),
and technical assistants to in-
tensify daily site visits for
work inspection. This crucial
move is set to ensure the
speedy and quality completion
of various projects under
schemes like the Mahatma

Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act
(MGNREGA), Pradhan
Mantri Awaas Yojana (PMAY),
Swachh Bharat Mission,
National Rural Livelihood
Mission (NRLM), and the 15th
Finance Commission.

Vishwadeep also encour-
aged officials to propose eligi-
ble beneficiaries for the
PMAY-G scheme during up-
coming gram sabha meetings
from September 13th to
September 15th.

Vishwadeep directed the
RES, SDO, and all technical as-
sistants to inspire field-level
personnel for the prompt com-
pletion of various projects. He
emphasized the importance of
timely evaluation of construc-
tion work and the mandatory
submission of completion cer-
tificates for partially con-
structed PMAY-G houses.

He also reviewed ongoing
construction projects related
to MGNREGA, including
Anganwadi buildings, vermi
tanks, and NADep, and in-
structed officials to ensure the
quality completion of these
projects. Additionally, he
urged officials to expedite the
construction of rejected trans-
actions, complete geo-tagging
of all works, and conduct
Aadhar seeding.

Complete pending work in village panchayats: Vishwadeep
Kharora, Sep 15: In the
teachers felicitation cere-
mony organized in
Kharora under the aegis of
Teachers Association
District Unit Raipur
Development Block Unit
Tilda, retired and serving
teachers of the district
and officials who have
done excellent work for
the organization were hon-
oured. The chief guest of
the program was former
Chhattisgarh Teachers
Association. Provincial
President DR Verma
Former Treasurer Dilip
Kesarwani Provincial Vice
President Hari Sharma
Provincial Minister
Umesh Giri Goswami,
President of Kharora
Nagar Panchayat Anil

Soni, District Education
Officer of Raipur
Himanshu Bharti,
Provincial General
Secretary Yashwant
Verma, Sitaram Yadav and
others. Avadh Ram Verma
Pradhan Pathak Pre-
Secondary School was
honored by the guests by
presenting them shawl
and quince.

On this occasion, the
guests said that teachers

play an important role in
the all-round development
of students. The program
was conducted by Raipur
District President of
Teachers Association,
Sunil Kumar Nayak and
vote of thanks was given
by Sitaram Yadav. On this
occasion Dinesh Kumar
Verma, Jitendra Verma,
Naresh Verma, Man
Vishram Gilhare and oth-
ers were present.

Teacher’s felicitation ceremony organized

Bemetara, Sep 15: 

The Hindi Diwas was
celebrated in the school
on Sept 14. The program
was inaugurated by light-
ening a lamp in front of
the statue of the Hindi
n o v e l i s t M u n s h i
Premchand Ji and gar-
landing him with the
Saraswati Vandana by Dr.
Satyajit Hota, Principal,
teachers and the students.

A group song named
“Hindi Hamari Shan Hai”
was sung from the Lata
Mangeshkar Club. The
Hindi speech was spoken
by JiyaTandan of class-
VIII, A Hindi
NukkadNatak named
“Hindi Bimar Hai” was
performed by the students
of the classes-VII & IX. A
Group Dance was present-
ed by the Natraj Club. The
Hindi Poems were recited
by the students of the
Bhumika &Prathmesh-
class -II,Samresh
Mohanty-Class-III, Poorvi

Soni & Soham Kale-Class
– V and the Tejashwi
Patel-class IX from the
Munshi Premchand Club.
Poorvi Soni recited the
couplets of Kabir.

Dr. Satyajit Hota,
Principal, said that a na-
tional language has the
greatest importance in a
nation.Every human
being expresses his feel-
ings only through some
language or the other.

A language is the basis
of literature, art, science
and philosophy. A teacher
has no caste. A national
language is essential for
the development of the

national unity and nation-
al integration among the
residents of any
country.Firstly,Mahatma
Gandhi proposed to adopt
Hindi as the official lan-
guage of India in 1918.
The Hindi is descended of
Sanskrit. A person who
does not love his grand-
mother, cannot love his
wife and sister.

As per article 343 of the
Indian constitution, the
official language of the
country shall be Hindi in
Devanagari script. He
said that it is matter of
sorrow that a Hindi
speaking person has to

say another Hindi speak-
ing person to use this lan-
guage. Hindi is a language
of renaissance and lan-
guage of freedom fighting
of our country. Hindi is
the language of our her-
itage and our cultural
legacy.

It is the language of em-
powerment of Hindustani
citizens. It is a language
which will help us to
come out from colonial
mindset and set the
Hindustani or Bharti
cloak in our mind set. A
national language is also
necessary for the mental
and intellectual develop-

ment of human beings.
No matter how many lan-
guages a person acquires,
he has to take refuge of
mother tongue to express
the feelings.

This givesmore mental
satisfaction. He said that
Hindi is our official lan-
guage which is used in the
official work. We are ig-
noring the traditions of
Hindustan in the modern
age.Just as mother’s milk
has utmost
value.Similarly, Hindi lan-
guage is necessary for the
national development.
Just as mother’s milk
nourishes the child, the

mother tongue nurtures a
sense of nationalism
among citizens. He
praised the simplicity and
grammar of Hindi lan-
guage. He insisted to
adopt Hindi for the na-
tional development.

Mrs. P. Patle, Hindi
Department recited a
Hindi Poem about the
glory of the Hindi
Language. Ms. Jyoti
Jwalatold about the devel-
opment of the Hindi
Literature. All the teach-
ers contributed for the
success of this day.

The anchoring and Vote
of thank were performed
by Mrs. Pushplata Patle.

The program ended
with thesinging of the na-
tional anthem and speak-
ing the slogans of Jai
Hindi and Jai Hindustan.

Kamaljit Arora-
Chairman ,Pushkal
Arora-Director, Sunil
Sharma-Director, teach-
ers and students were
present on the occasion.

Celebration of the Hindi Diwas at Allons Public School 
Manedragarh Sep 15: 

Assimilating anything
in life is a very challenging
task and the Indian people
have included Yoga in
their lifestyle since the be-
ginning of creation, said
Sunita Mishra an invited
lecturer and yoga practi-
tioner from Higher
Secondary School
Belbahra, in “Pranayama
Thought Series” by
Patanjalai Yog.Speaking
on the place of Pranayam
in Yoga and its effect, she
explained in detail about
“External Pranayam” and
said that external
pranayama is done with
Tribandha. Sitting me-
thodically in Siddhasana
or Padmasana, the breath
should come out in one go
as much as possible and
doing this pranayama re-
moves restlessness of the
mind, it is beneficial in
stomach diseases. The in-
tellect becomes sharp

along with Doing external
pranayama has special
benefits on all the organs
of the stomach, she said.
Patanjali Yoga Samiti’s
district in-charge and sen-
ior yoga instructor Satish
Upadhyay expressed his
gratitude to Sunita
Mishra, present in the
Vichar series, for giving
information about the im-
portant Pranayama! The
program was conducted
by the district in-charge of
Patanjali Yoga Samiti. On
this occasion, all the yoga
practitioners and officials
of Patanjali Yoga Samiti
were present.

External Pranayama is useful
in stomach diseases: Sunita

Janakpura, Sep 15: 

Two public service cen-
ter shops in Janakpura
have been sealed by
T e h s i l d a r
B h a r at p u r M a n h a r a n
Rathia due to complaints
of collecting fees that were
10 to 15 times higher than
the rates specified by the
government. The opera-
tors, Ashwini Shukla and

Vipin Singh, were found
guilty of overcharging for
various services and issu-
ing fake voter identity
cards at a fee of 1500 ru-
pees each, despite these
cards being free of cost
from the government.
Persistent complaints
from rural residents
prompted this swift ad-
ministrative action.

The problem extends be-

yond Janakpur, as exces-
sive charges have become
a common issue in public
service centers through-
out the district. People are
being subjected to arbi-
trary and unlawful fees,
causing concern among
the local populace. The
crackdown in Janakpur
highlights the need for au-
thorities to investigate
similar practices in other
service centers across the
district.

The sealing of these
shops was carried out in
the presence of Tehsildar
Yadavendra Kaivarty,
Halka Patwari Janakpur
Satyendra Verma, and
Ashish Minz. Tehsildar
Rathia also confirmed that
FIRs will be filed against
the accused individuals in
Janakpur Police Station,
ensuring accountability
for their actions.

Two Public Service centers
sealed in Janakpura

Crackdown on overcharging
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Washington, Sep 15 (PTI):

US Commission for
International Religious
Freedom (USCIRF) has an-
nounced it will hold a
hearing on religious free-
dom in India next week.

Coming on the heels of
two successful bilateral
meetings between Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and President Joe Biden —
the Official State Visit of
the Indian leader here in
June and a bilateral meet-
ing in New Delhi in
September — USCIRF in
its announcement of the
meeting said the
Congressional hearing is
on how the US govern-
ment can work with the
Indian government to ad-

dress violations.
Fernand de Varennes,

United Nations Special
Rapporteur on Minority
Issues, has been invited to
testify before the
Commission along with
Tariq Ahmed, Foreign
Law Specialist, Law
Library of Congress;
Sarah Yager, Washington
Director, Human Rights
Watch; Sunita Viswanath,
executive director, Hindus
for Human Rights and
Irfan Nooruddin, Hamad
bin Khalifa Al Thani
Professor of Indian
Politics at Georgetown
University.

Modi’s state visit to
Washington, DC, reflects
the close bilateral relation-
ship between the United

States and India.
“However, over the last

decade, the Indian govern-
ment has enacted and en-
forced discriminatory
policies targeting reli-
gious minorities, includ-
ing anti-conversion laws,
cow slaughter laws, legis-
lation granting citizenship
preferences based on reli-
gion, and restrictions on
foreign funding for civil
society organisations,”
USCIRF said.

“Recent trends include
the eruption of violence
between Hindus and
Muslims in Haryana in
July and targeted attacks
against Christian and
Jewish minorities in
Manipur, highlighting the
need for new strategies to

mitigate violence against
religious minorities in
India,” it said.

Since 2020, USCIRF has
recommended that the US
Department of State-desig-
nate India as a Country of
Particular Concern (CPC)
for its systematic, ongoing,
and egregious violations
of religious freedom, it
said. “Witnesses will dis-
cuss the Indian govern-
ment’s legal framework
and enforcement of dis-
criminatory policies, ex-
plain current religious
freedom conditions, and
offer policy options for the
United States to work with
India to combat abuses of
religious freedom and re-
lated human rights in the
country,” USCIRF said.

USCIRF to hold hearing on
religious freedom in India

HARRY AND MEGHAN AT INVICTUS GAMES

Britain’s Prince Harry and his wife Meghan, Duchess of Sussex, pose as they attend the sitting volleyball match 
between fans from Germany and Poland at the 6th Invictus Games in the Merkur Spiel Arena, in Duesseldorf,
Germany, Friday Sept. 15. Prince Harry celebrates his 39th birthday today. 

Islamabad, Sep 15 (PTI):

A damning report by
Pakistan’s Intelligence
Bureau (IB) has exposed
how smuggling, tax eva-
sion, drug trade, illegal
currency business, and
misuse of Afghan transit
trade are bleeding the al-
ready battered economy,
according to a media re-
port. The detailed report
submitted to the govern-
ment has also highlighted
what the agency is doing
to “check the economic
terrorism threatening
Pakistan,” daily The News
International’ reported on
Thursday. The IB report to
the government becomes
significant as earlier in the
month, signalling the pow-
erful military’s key role in
Pakistan, army chief
General Asim Munir held
a series of meetings with
the business community,

promising all-out efforts to
bring in foreign invest-
ment worth billions of dol-
lars to the cash-strapped
country.

The meeting had come
on the back of a traders’
strike protesting the soar-
ing cost of living, includ-
ing higher fuel and utility
bills and record deprecia-
tion of the Pakistan rupee
against the US dollar.

The current economic
crisis has resulted in mas-
sive inflation across the
board. The prices for both
petrol and high-speed
diesel have crossed the
mark of Pakistani rupees
300 resulting in a whole lot
of illegal trade.

The IB report men-
tioned that the annual loss
to the national exchequer
amounted to at least Rs 225
billion through the illegal
supply of Iranian
Petroleum, Oil, and
Lubricants (POL) prod-
ucts alone. As against only
illegal sale at roadside
petrol outlets, it is now

available at regular petrol
pumps across Pakistan, it
said. “The volatility in the
stock market and imposi-
tion of capital gain taxes
in real estate and capital
markets resulted in in-
vestors with black money
diverting their capital to-
wards foreign currencies”
to capitalize on the ex-
change rate devaluation, it
said.

The IB report also drew
attention to how
Afghanistan’s annual
trade volume gap of USD 4
billion is “met through the
drug trade, currency
smuggling from Pakistan
to Afghanistan” and the
“receipts on account of
hawala/hundi.”

As many as 122 curren-
cy smugglers and 40 ex-
change companies in-
volved in the manipula-
tion of the currency mar-
kets were identified.

Drug dealers across
Pakistan and 22 trans-na-
tional drug networks,
some of them making

their way into educational
institutions in urban cen-
tres; tax evasion of around
Rs 240 billion with tobacco
among the top five sectors;
tea imported under the
Afghan Transit Trade
Agreement (ATTA) being
smuggled back through re-
verse cargo into Pakistan,
and 49 per cent of the an-
nual demand of tyres in
Pakistan being met
through smuggling were
among the main pointers
of the report. It also added
the detailed remedial
measures taken by the IB.

The IB also monitored
the entire supply chain
and mapped out stakehold-
ers and their nefarious
role in the disruption of
the supply chain vis-a-vis
wheat and sugar hoarding
and also those hoarding
fertilisers being smuggled
to Afghanistan.

“IB’s crackdown result-
ed in the recovery of 47,222
MT fertiliser valuing Rs
2.6 billion,” the report
said.

Mafia’s economic bleed threatens Pakistan’s stability
Pak’s Intelligence
Bureau report 

Islamabad, Sep 15 (PTI):

Pakistan’s Supreme
Court on Friday scrapped
the amendments made by
the previous government
to the country’s anti-graft
laws, as it announced its
reserved decision on jailed
former prime minister
Imran Khan’s plea chal-
lenging the changes to the
law.

Last year, the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
party chief filed a petition
challenging the amend-
ments made to the ac-
countability laws by the
then government led by

former prime minister
Shehbaz Sharif.

A three-member bench
comprising Chief Justice
of Pakistan (CJP) Umar
Ata Bandial, Justice Ijazul
Ahsan and Justice Syed
Mansoor Ali Shah issued a
reserved judgment by a 2-1
majority. Justice Shah dis-
agreed with the majority
verdict. Annulling the
changes, the court de-
clared that amendments,
like limiting the jurisdic-
tion of the National
Accountability Bureau
(NAB), the anti-corruption
watchdog, to the cases in-
volving over Rs 500 mil-

lion, were against the
Constitution. It restored
corruption cases against
public officeholders.

The court directed that
the cases withdrawn after
NAB’s jurisdiction was
limited to investigating
cases below Rs 500 million
be fixed for hearing in ac-
countability courts.

It also declared the ver-
dicts issued by the ac-
countability courts null
and void in light of the
amendments made to the
laws and directed the NAB
to send the record to the
relevant courts within
seven days. The coalition

government had made sev-
eral changes in the
National Accountability
Bureau (NAB) ordinance
of 1999 through the
National Accountability
(Second Amendment) Act
2022, which Khan chal-
lenged in June last year.

These included reduc-
ing the term of the NAB
chairman and prosecutor
general to three years, lim-
iting the anti-graft watch-
dog’s jurisdiction to cases
involving over Rs 500 mil-
lion, and transferring all
pending inquiries, investi-
gations, and trials to the
relevant authorities.

Pak Supreme Court reverses anti-graft law amendments

London, Sep 15 (AP):

European regulators
slapped TikTok with a
USD 368 million fine on
Friday for failing to pro-
tect children’s privacy, the
first time that the popular
short video-sharing app
has been punished for
breaching Europe’s strict
data privacy rules.
Ireland’s Data Protection
Commission, the lead pri-
vacy regulator for Big
Tech companies whose
European headquarters
are largely in Dublin, said
it was fining TikTok 345
million euros and repri-
manding the platform for
the violations dating to
the second half of 2020.

The investigation found
that the sign-up process
for teen users resulted in
settings that made their
accounts public by de-
fault, allowing anyone to
view and comment on
their videos. Those de-
fault settings also posed a
risk to children under 13
who gained access to the
platform even though
they’re not allowed. Also,

a “family pairing” feature
designed for parents to
manage settings wasn’t
strict enough, allowing
adults to turn on direct
messaging for users aged
16 and 17 without their
consent. And it nudged
teen users into more “pri-
vacy intrusive” options
when signing up and
posting videos, the
watchdog said. TikTok
said in a statement that
it disagrees with the de-
cision, “particularly the
level of the fine im-
posed.” The company
pointed out that the reg-
ulator’s criticisms fo-
cused on features and
settings dating back
three years. TikTok said
it had made changes
well before the investiga-
tion began in September
2021, including making
all accounts for teens
under 16 private by de-
fault and disabling di-
rect messaging for 13- to
15-year-olds.

“Most of the deci-
sion’s criticisms are no
longer relevant as a re-
sult of measures we intro-

duced at the start of 2021
several months before the
investigation began,”
TikTok’s head of privacy
for Europe, Elaine Fox,
wrote in a blog post. The
Irish regulator has been
criticized for not moving
fast enough in its investi-

gations into Big Tech
companies since EU pri-
vacy laws took effect in
2018. For TikTok, German
and Italian regulators dis-
agreed with parts of a
draft decision issued a
year ago, delaying it 
further.

TikTok is hit with $368mn fine under
Europe’s strict data privacy rules

Seoul, Sep 15 (AP):

North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un peered into the
cockpit of Russia’s most ad-
vanced fighter jet as he
toured an aircraft factory
Friday on an extended and
rare foreign trip that has
raised concerns about
banned weapons transfer
deals between increasingly
isolated countries.

Since entering Russia
aboard his armored train
on Tuesday, Kim has met

President Vladimir Putin
and visited weapons and
technology sites, underscor-
ing deepening ties between
the nations locked in sepa-
rate confrontations with the
West. Foreign governments
and experts speculate Kim
will likely supply ammuni-
tion to Russia for its war ef-
forts in Ukraine in ex-
change for receiving ad-
vanced weapons or technol-
ogy from Russia. Earlier
Friday, Russia’s state news
agency RIA Novosti pub-

lished video showing Kim’s
train pulling into a station
in the far eastern city of
Komsomolsk-on-Amur and
Kim’s convoy sweeping out
of the station shortly after-
ward.

Later, the region’s gover-
nor posted on social media
pictures showing Kim at the
aircraft factory, looking at
the Su-57, Russia’s most so-
phisticated fighter jet, and
shaking hands with a pilot.
One photo showed a demon-
stration flight of a Su-35, an-
other Russian fighter jet
manufactured at the plant.

The governor, Mikhail
Degtyarev, said Kim’s late
father, Kim Jong Il, also vis-
ited the plant in 2002.

“Our fathers and grandfa-
thers jointly fought against
the Japanese militarism,
our country supported
North Korea in its fight
against the U.S. imperial

ambitions in the 1950s and
now we are jointly resisting
Western pressure,” he said.
“I’m sure that our countries
will keep upholding the
ideals of freedom and the
multipolar world through
our joint efforts.” Besides
Degtyarev, Deputy Prime
Minister Denis Manturov
accompanied Kim to the
plant. According to a
Russian Cabinet statement,
Kim visited a facility pro-
ducing Sukhoi SJ-100 pas-
senger planes as well.

“We have shown one of
our leading aircraft plants
to the leader of (North
Korea),” Manturov said in
the statement. “We are see-
ing potential for coopera-
tion in the aircraft-making
and other industries, which
is particularly acute for
solving our countries task
of achieving technological
sovereignty.”

Kim Jong Un tours Russian fighter jets factory

Governor of the Russian far eastern region of Khabarovsky
Krai region Mikhail Degtyarev telegram channel, North
Korean leader Kim Jong Un, center, poses for a photo after
visiting Russian aircraft plant that builds fighter jets in
Komsomolsk-on-Amur, about 6,200 kilometers (3,900
miles) east of Moscow, Russia. 



I ndia that is Bharat’s one in 20
years presidency under PM

Modi’s stewardship will be considered
historic and leave an indelible mark
that even the cynics within Bharat and
abroad would find difficult to contest.
India’s physical, cultural, civilisational
grandeur, its economic, scientific and
technological progress and dynamism
was in full display. Its diplomatic and
consensus building skills, its most pop-
ulous and youth-rich country and old-
est, largest and most diverse democra-
cy status, gave its presidency a special
gravitas in this ‘people’s G20’. A never
before commitment by the govern-
ment of PM Modi put Bharat on world
stage as both Vishwaguru and
Vishvamitra, was witnessed in the
highest level participation and a mean-
ingful Delhi Declaration.

It represented the coming of age of
Bharat from the periphery to the cen-
tre of global economic decision-mak-
ing. India signaled it would play a key
role to promote and interlocute North-
South cooperation. Its mammoth so-
cial justice projects sbenchmarks for
replication and scaling up in the global
south. PM Modi’s inclusive and
human-centric approach to the tasks
of driving this most powerful grouping
of developed and developing countries
for delivering the global public goods
of rapid economic growth, sustainable
development, climate action and hu-
manitarian response for all became

the hallmark of Bharat’s G20 presiden-
cy success.

The G20 – an elitist plurilateral
forum – was born in the midst of a
global crisis of 2008 and helped to
ameliorate it considerably while facing
criticism of hijacking global economic
and financial governance agenda away
from truly universal multilateral forum.
Over the years, the G20 has proven its
utility but now it has to address the
gravest polycrisis ever – simultaneous,
overlapping and interlinked, from cli-
mate change and environmental
degradation, cascading socioeconomic
ravages of Covid-19, Russia-Ukraine
war, rising geopolitical tensions, food,
fertiliser, fuel and financial crisis, sup-
ply chain insecurity – severely affect-
ing the global south. This at a time
when the multilaterals institutions –
the UN, the World Bank, IMF and the
WTO, among others – are, as UN secre-
tary general Gutierrez admitted, “grid-
locked in colossal dysfunction”.

The 18th G20 has lived up to PM
Modi’s promise to the global south –
“Your voice is India’s voice, your priori-
ties are India’s priorities” – in impactful
and substantive ways. India marked a
milestone in inclusivity and democrati-
sation of global governance by admit-
ting into the G20, the 54-country
African Union – second largest, re-
source-rich continent, with 1.466 billion
people struggling to achieve the sus-
tainable development goals (SDGs).

On all of Bharat’s seven thematic
priorities for its G20 presidency, it has
indeed delivered “inclusive, ambitious,
action oriented and decisive” out-
comes for the global south. They in-
clude accelerating progress in SDG
achievement and implementing G20
Action Plan and High level Principles;
mobilising affordable, adequate and
accessible financing from all sources
to close the financing gap and support-
ing UNSG’s SDG stimulus; scaling up
sustainable finance in line with G20
roadmap; enhancing global food secu-
rity according to the Deccan High
Level principles on Food Security and
Nutrition, addressing food and fertilis-
er price volatility and enhancing IFAD
resources. Taking a ‘one health’ ap-
proach, the G20 adopted a comprehen-
sive package of cooperation, including
to enhance WHO-led pandemic pre-
paredness and surveillance systems
and finance health collaboration.

Most significant was the robust
Green Development Pact with
strengthened resolve to implement the
Paris commitments. PM Modi’s LIFE
mission has been turned into G20 High
Level Principles on Lifestyles for
Sustainable Development. It called for
an ambitious second replenishment of
Green Climate Fund and along with
private finance and strong commit-
ment on developing, sharing, deploy-
ment and financing of climate friendly
technologies and the Multiyear
Technical Assistance Plan (TAAP) im-
plementation; need for USD 5.9 trillion
for Global South before 2030 to imple-
ment their NDCs, USD 4 trillion for
clean energy technologies alone, call
on parties to implement 100 billion
Paris commitment and set an ambi-
tious, traceable, transparent New
Collective Quantifiable Goal – NCQG.
On just energy transitions, the Green
Hydrogen Innovation Centre steered
by the International Solar Alliance
(ISA) High-Level Principles for
Collaboration on Critical Minerals for

Energy Transitions” was launched. The
G20 also provided the setting for the
launch a Global Biofuels Alliance.

On technology and digital public in-
frastructure, it endorsed the G20 2023
Financial Inclusion Action Plan, G20
Framework for Systems of Digital
Public Infrastructure and India’s plan
to build and maintain a Global Digital
Public Infrastructure Repository.
India’s proposal of One Future Alliance
(OFA) to build capacity, provide tech-
nical assistance and funding support
for DPI in low income countries was
welcomed. A shared FSB and SSBs
work plan for crypto assets and a
roadmap for a comprehensive and co-
ordinated policies and regulatory
framework was set. G20 vowed to
reinvigorate and reform the UN and
International Financial Institutions, to
deliver bigger, better and more effec-
tive multilateral development banks,
to make a quantum jump from billions
to trillions in development finance in-
cluding an ambitious IDA 21 replenish-
ment and IMF governance quota re-
form were affirmed to be concluded
by December 2023. 

Addressing the unprecedented $9
trillion developing country debt the
G20 called for more effective imple-
mentation of the debt suspension ini-
tiative of G20 and agreed to go beyond
it. Progress was made on international
taxation system – globally fair, sus-
tainable and modern for the 21st cen-
tury – and on international terrorism
and money laundering. That the G20
summit represented a consensus on
the Ukraine-Russia conflict , and
stressed that this must not be an era
of war, was a triumph in building trust.
It enabled India to reinstate G20 as a
‘premier forum’ for much-needed
global economic cooperation in the
best and worst of times.

((TThhee  aauutthhoorr  iiss  ffoorrmmeerr  aammbbaassssaaddoorr  
ooff  IInnddiiaa  aanndd  aassssiissttaanntt  sseeccrreettaarryy  

ggeenneerraall  ooff  tthhee  UUNN))
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Justice Imperative
The arrest of Nara

Chandra Babu Naidu, the
former Andhra Pradesh
chief minister, has sparked
debates on the integrity of
justice in politics. While it
is unquestionable that
those guilty of wrongdoing
must face consequences, it
is equally vital that such
actions are devoid of any
political vendetta. This sit-
uation is not unique, as we
have witnessed similar ar-
rests of prominent politi-
cal figures like Lalu Yadav,
Yadurappa, and Madhu
Koda in the past. These ar-
rests inevitably provoke
public reactions, especially
when they involve influen-
tial figures who have wield-
ed power for extended peri-
ods. They raise two key
questions: whether the ar-
rest is driven by political
motives and whether it
might unintentionally gar-
ner sympathy for the de-
tained leader, potentially
securing their victory in
future elections. To pre-
serve the fairness of the ju-
dicial process and avoid
staining the ruling party's
reputation, it is essential to
ensure that these arrests
are perceived as purely
based on the pursuit of jus-
tice. Justice must be ad-
ministered without preju-
dice or undue harassment
of innocent individuals.

Yash Pal Ralhan,
Jalandhar

Seeking Permanence
The enduring conflict in

Jammu and Kashmir has
taken a toll on the lives of
countless soldiers, showcas-
ing their unwavering
courage and commitment.
The frequent encounters re-
main deeply unsettling.
Following the abrogation of
Article 370, promises of en-
hanced security and stabili-
ty were made, resulting in
some improvements.
Nevertheless, the loss of sol-
diers persists. J&K urgently
requires a lasting solution
to this ongoing issue.

MK Nair, Raipur

A Grim Reality
Inflation management

necessitates a range of pol-
icy tools, as exemplified
during the Emergency
when rates of essential
goods were controlled. The
government then under-
took decisive steps to stabi-
lize the economy. Presently,
India holds the lowest per
capita income among G20
and BRICS nations, sliding
to 107th out of 123 nations
on the Global Hunger
Index from the previous
101st rank. A significant
portion of the population
still resides below the
poverty line. These discon-
certing facts leave us with
little to celebrate.

Shiv Kumar Mishra,
Raipur
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Children and NGO volunteers participate in an awareness campaign rally for making Kolkata child-friendly through promotion
of health, nutrition, education, protection and participation, in Kolkata, Friday.

AWARENESS CAMPAIGN

Sweta Sinha

I n the realm of art, the canvas is
not merely a surface for colours

to dance upon; it becomes a mirror re-
flecting the artist's soul. In a captivat-
ing tete-a-tete by Sweta Sinha with
Sangeeta Singh, a multifaceted indi-
vidual whose journey as an artist is a
testament to her commitment to
breaking free from the ordinary.
Armed with a postgraduate degree in
Chemistry and having served as a
Principal at the Army School Akhnoor,
she has embarked on a remarkable
artistic odyssey. Under the mentor-
ship of Rameshwar Broota at Triveni
Kala Sangam in Delhi, her transforma-
tive six-year journey from 2005 to
2010 ignited her artistic passion. This
experience, coupled with exposure to
various art exhibitions, honed her
artistic sensibilities. What sets
Sangeeta Singh apart is her unique
perspective, forged through extensive
travel across India, witnessing migra-
tions and movements, which she deft-
ly weaves into her artworks.

QQ::  PPlleeaassee  sshhaarree  wwiitthh  uuss  yyoouurr  jjoouurr--
nneeyy  aass  aann  aarrttiisstt??

AA::  My decision to pursue a career
in art arose from a deep desire to
break free from the confines of con-
ventional boundaries and express my-
self beyond the realm of my previous

roles. I hold a postgraduate degree in
Chemistry and have served as a
Principal at the Army School Akhnoor.
In Delhi, I embarked on my artistic
journey by training at Triveni Kala
Sangam under the guidance of Mr.
Rameshwar Broota's tutelage. This
transformative experience spanned
six years, from 2005 to 2010. Mr.
Broota's mentorship, coupled with ex-
posure to various art exhibitions at
Triveni Kala Sangam, significantly en-
hanced my artistic sensibilities. My
background in the Army afforded me
the privilege of traveling extensively
across the country, experiencing nu-
merous migrations and movements.
These experiences have left an indeli-
ble mark on my personality and are
evident in my artworks.

QQ::  PPlleeaassee  tteellll  uuss  aabboouutt  yyoouurr  rreecceenntt
eexxhhiibbiittiioonn  wwhhiicchh  ttooookk  ppllaaccee  iinn  yyoouurr
ssttuuddiioo??

AA::  The Vijay Ram Foundation or-
ganised a contest in May 2023 for
young and emerging artists. After
careful deliberation, a distinguished
jury consisting of Sangeeta Gupta,
Dharmendra Rathore, and Vimmi
Indra selected ten outstanding works
for exhibition at the Chestnut Hues
Art Studio in Gurgaon. The exception-
al artworks of the group exhibition ti-
tled 'A Stitch in Time' showcased the
top 10 artists' creations, running from

July 29th to August 14th, 2023. The
displayed artworks prompted viewers
to reflect upon the complex interplay
among time, action, and outcome.
The exhibition underscored how even
modest actions or endeavours pos-
sess the power to yield substantial
and enduring effects over time. The
title also alludes to the themes of re-
pair, mending, and healing, both on
personal and societal levels, encour-
aging reflection on the transformative
power of art.

QQ::  WWhhaatt  iiss  tthhee  vviissiioonn  ooff  VViijjaayy  RRaamm
FFoouunnddaattiioonn??  WWhheenn  ddiidd  yyoouu  ssttaarrtt  tthhiiss
oorrggaanniizzaattiioonn??

AA::  I started the Vijay Ram founda-
tion in 2023 in the memory of my late
parents Lt Col Ram Pratap Singh

Raghuvanshi and Vijay Raghuvanshi
who embody the spirit of kindness for
me. I made my first painting when I
was in class tenth under the guidance
of my father and it was my desire to
carry forward their legacy in a mean-
ingful way. My vision is to support
young emerging artists in the age
group of 20-35 yrs. This age range is
crucial for artists as it's often a period
of struggle for artists who are in the
nascent stage of establishing their ca-
reers. The objective of this foundation
is to provide necessary impetus to the
talented artists in need of support. As
I reflect back on my initial days in this
profession, nurturing emerging artists
and fostering young talent is my effort
to contribute to the growth of the arts
and culture sector in a small way. To
this end, this year on 29th July 2023,
three artists were awarded the 1st
Vijay Ram Ratna Award of Rs 50,000,
Rs 30,000, and Rs 20,000 respectively.

QQ::  PPlleeaassee  sshhaarree  ssoommee  iinnssiigghhttss
aabboouutt  yyoouurr  uuppccoommiinngg  eexxhhiibbiittiioonn??  IIss  iitt
aa  ssoolloo  oorr  ggrroouupp  aarrtt  eexxhhiibbiittiioonn??

AA::  I am currently preparing for a
solo exhibition scheduled for
November this year at the Jehangir
Art Gallery in Mumbai. The exhibition
will feature my creations from the last
three years, which revolve around
themes that are personal to me such
as migration, movement, solitude,

travel, and other personal experi-
ences. I have used teapots in my
works as a metaphor for living spaces,
such as houses, abodes, or even cities,
all interconnected in some way. The
teacups in my works symbolize the
concept of warmth, bonding, love, and
togetherness that we all share. In my
upcoming show, I will be showcasing
a variety of art forms, including paint-
ings, paper works, and a selection of
sculptures.

QQ::  AAss  aann  aarrttiisstt,,  wwhhaatt  cchhaalllleennggeess
hhaavvee  yyoouu  ffaacceedd  iinn  yyoouurr  aarrttiissttiicc  jjoouurr--
nneeyy??  HHooww  hhaavvee  yyoouu  oovveerrccoommee  iitt??

AA::  As artists, we navigate through
many challenges in this creative jour-
ney, and with time, we learn how to
move past them. Artistic block is one
thing I have faced sometimes. My so-
lution lies in taking a break or trying
different techniques or sometimes
changing the environment. As a
woman, balancing artistic pursuits
with other responsibilities can be
challenging sometimes. Allocating
dedicated blocks of time for creative
pursuits and adeptly managing one's
time serves as a strategy to surmount
these challenges. Occasionally, self-
doubt might creep in, but in those
moments, I strive to direct my atten-
tion towards personal development
and gradually cultivate faith in my
artistic abilities.

Dr Krishna Kumar Vepakomma

I n the 1970s, scientists, including those from National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), discovered a major problem.

They found that certain industrial chemicals called chlorofluorocarbons
(CFCs) were harming the Earth's protective ozone layer, which sits high
in the sky, around 7 to 25 miles above us. This layer shields us from
harmful sunlight, preventing skin cancer and supporting ecosystems
and agriculture. To tackle this concern, the world adopted the Montreal
Protocol in 1987, a global agreement endorsed by nearly 200 countries.
Its main objective was safeguarding the Earth's vital ozone layer. This
treaty has proven remarkably successful in eradicating detrimental sub-
stances like CFCs, with almost 99% of them phased out, resulting in
ozone layer improvements. Additionally, the Protocol, by limiting these
heat-trapping chemicals, has prevented Earth's temperature from rising
by about 0.5 degrees Celsius. A recent UN report confirms the ozone
layer's recovery is on track, thanks to the Montreal Protocol. This treaty
not only benefits the ozone layer but also reduces the climate impact of
ozone-depleting substances, according to Paul A. Newman, Chief
Scientist for Earth Science at NASA Goddard Space Flight Center and
co-chair of the Scientific Assessment Panel. A study published in the
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences found that the
Montreal Protocol has not only safeguarded the ozone layer but has also
saved over half a million square kilometers of Arctic summer ice by
2020. Today, after 35 years, the Montreal Protocol remains a ground-
breaking environmental agreement. Its impact extends beyond protect-
ing millions of people from health risks like cancer; it has also made a
significant contribution to shielding the Earth's climate system.
Officially known as the "Montreal Protocol on Substances That Deplete
the Ozone Layer," this formal agreement took a strong stance against
the release of harmful ozone-depleting chemicals, such as CFCs. What
makes the Montreal Protocol special is that every single country in the
world, all 197 of them, agreed to follow it. Over time, the protocol has
been updated to incorporate new scientific knowledge and address
emerging issues. What's noteworthy is that it didn't just save the ozone
layer; it also helped reduce gasses that contribute to global warming by
controlling CFCs. The Montreal Protocol evolved to address new chal-
lenges. As CFCs were phased out, hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs) became
widely used in air conditioning and refrigeration. While HFCs don't harm
the ozone layer, they are potent greenhouse gasses. In 2016, a signifi-
cant amendment called the Kigali Amendment was adopted in Rwanda.
This amendment requires all countries, whether developed or develop-
ing, to significantly reduce their production and use of HFCs, aiming for
an over 80% reduction within the next 30 years. Looking ahead, the
Montreal Protocol may encounter new challenges. The increasing pres-
ence of objects in space could potentially release pollutants into the sky,
which could harm the ozone layer. Scientists are also researching how
certain engines might impact the air and our climate. Additionally, the
aging satellites used to monitor the ozone layer are a cause for concern.
The Montreal Protocol's success highlights how global cooperation can
make a big difference in dealing with climate issues. Acting quickly,
countries set a good example for tackling climate change effectively. It
shows that when nations work together, they can successfully address
environmental problems. This underscores the need for continued
teamwork and adherence to updated rules in our evolving world.

((WWrriitttteenn  iinn  ccoonnnneeccttiioonn  wwiitthh  WWoorrlldd  OOzzoonnee  DDaayy,,  wwhhiicchh  ffaallllss  oonn  SSeepptteemmbbeerr
1166tthh..  WWrriitteerr  iiss  PPrrooffeessssoorr  &&  PPrriinncciippaall  ((RReettdd..))  aanndd  NNeewwssppaappeerr  CCoolluummnniisstt..))

Montreal Protocol: Protecting
Ozone and Climate

A midst the rugged expanse of Ladakh, a momentous event unfolded
as Defence Minister Rajnath Singh laid the foundation stone for the

Nyoma airbase. This marks the inception of the Indian Air Force's fourth
fully operational base within the union territory, representing a beacon
of hope amidst the prolonged standoff between India and China along
the Line of Actual Control. The Nyoma airbase, with an estimated cost of
Rs 214 crore, falls under the purview of the Border Roads Organisation,
a stalwart entity operating under the aegis of the Ministry of Defence.
With an ambitious timeline of two years for completion, Nyoma is set to
house a meticulously designed paved runway capable of accommodat-
ing fighter jets from the entire spectrum of the Indian Air Force's inven-
tory. It is not just an airbase; it is a strategic bastion poised to rejuvenate
India's combat readiness. The urgency behind the rapid development of
Nyoma airbase is rooted in China's relentless expansion of airfields
along the Line of Actual Control, a trend that began gaining momentum
in 2020. Satellite images of Ngari Gunsa, Hotan, and Lhasa airfields paint
a vivid picture of China's intent - the construction of runways and shel-
ters designed to facilitate combat jet operations. This calculated move
was evidently geared towards augmenting offensive capabilities and en-
suring swift troop deployment. In the face of such aggressive posturing
by our neighbour, India can ill afford to lag behind. The urgency of bol-
stering our air defense system along the LAC is imperative. A stark re-
minder came in December last year when a clash erupted between
Indian and Chinese troops near Tawang in Arunachal Pradesh. The un-
settling prelude to this incident was the intrusive movement of Chinese
drones towards Indian positions, prompting the Indian Air Force to
scramble its fighter aircraft with unparalleled haste. The transformation
of the Nyoma advanced landing ground into a fully operational airbase
for fighter jets is an audacious stride towards elevating the IAF's level of
preparedness. It signifies a shift from reactive to proactive defense, a
stance that is indispensable in the current geopolitical milieu. Moreover,
it underscores India's unwavering commitment to fortifying its borders
and protecting its sovereignty. This is not the only feather in India's cap
when it comes to enhancing its airpower. The revamping of the
Bagdogra and Barrackpore airfields in West Bengal, undertaken at a
cost exceeding Rs 500 crore, is yet another commendable endeavor.
These strategic upgrades reflect a pragmatic understanding of the
evolving security challenges in the eastern theater and further exempli-
fy India's dedication to strengthening its defense apparatus. The Nyoma
airbase, however, occupies a unique position. Its location in the chal-
lenging terrain of Ladakh, at an altitude of approximately 13,000 feet,
demonstrates India's resolve to overcome geographical obstacles in
pursuit of its security imperatives. The airbase will serve as a sentinel in
the desolate expanses, a symbol of our commitment to safeguarding our
borders. The strategic significance of Nyoma extends beyond its geo-
graphical placement. It is poised to play a pivotal role in augmenting
India's deterrence capabilities. The presence of a fully functional airbase
in Ladakh not only deters potential aggressors but also provides us with
the agility to respond swiftly to any emerging threats. The deterrence
factor is a cornerstone of national security, and Nyoma fortifies this cor-
nerstone. Furthermore, the airbase at Nyoma will be a testament to
India's commitment to enhancing its indigenous defense capabilities. It
is a prime example of the 'Make in India' initiative in action. The con-
struction and development of this base will not only create local employ-
ment opportunities but will also contribute to the growth of indigenous
defense industries. It signifies a paradigm shift from being import-de-
pendent to self-reliant in defense infrastructure. In addition to its strate-
gic importance, Nyoma airbase holds immense potential for fostering
regional development. The improved connectivity and infrastructure as-
sociated with the base will not only benefit the armed forces but also
open doors for economic growth and tourism in the region. It has the po-
tential to transform Nyoma into a hub of activity, thereby uplifting the
lives of the local population.

Strategic Air Power

Artistry and Vision: Sangeeta Singh’s Creative Journey in the Arts

India elevated G20 as ‘premier forum’ 
for economic coop

LAKSHMI PURI

Nyoma Airbase Enhancing 
India’s Defense Resilience
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Portal launch

Shimla: Chief minis-
ter Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu on Friday
launched the integrat-
ed electricity con-
sumer portal of
Himachal Pradesh
State Electricity
Board Limited (HPSE-
BL), which will allow
consumers to pay
their bills online.
Through the portal,
HPSEBL will also
offer services such as
application for change
of name and load ad-
justments and for new
electricity connec-
tions, according to a
statement issued here.
This digital transfor-
mation initiative aims
to usher in a paperless
work culture within
the organisation,
which is expected to
streamline adminis-
trative processes and
expedite services, the
chief minister said.

New office 
New Delhi: IT giant
Wipro on Friday said
it has inaugurated a
new office in Jefferson
City, Missouri for over
500 employees. The
75,000-square-foot of-
fice will act as main
support centre for
some of Wipro’s
clients in healthcare
and government sec-
tors. The office in-
cludes a healthcare so-
lutions innovation lab
for digital-first solu-
tions for Medicaid and
Medicare pro-
grammes. The Indian
IT company will part-
ner with Jobs for
America’s Graduates
(JAG), Missouri, to at-
tract local talent,
Wipro said in a state-
ment. First Lady of
the state & co-chair of
JAG, Missouri, Teresa
Parson was the guest
of honour for the in-
auguration of the of-
fice on September 14.

Thermal power 

New Delhi: Union
Power Minister RK
Singh on Friday said
that India may add 25
GW to 30 GW thermal
electricity generation
capacity in addition to
50 GW already under
works to meet the ris-
ing demand.
Addressing at a CII
conference, Singh said
that India has around
25 GW of thermal ca-
pacity under con-
struction and another
25 GW is planned.

Textile production
Kolkata: Tempe
Grupo Inditex (Zara),
a Spain-based textile
major, is expected to
start production in
West Bengal before
Christmas, Chief
Minister Mamata
Banerjee said. The
state government
would provide 100
acres of concessional
land, besides all other
support to the compa-
ny, Banerjee, who is
currently in Spain,
said. “An exciting de-
velopment is on the
horizon! Tempe Grupo
Inditex (Zara), a major
player in the textile in-
dustry, is expanding
its operations.

TECH SYMPOSIUM

‘Made-In-India’ equipment and weapons based on Artificial intelligence (IA) Technology being showcased at
North Tech Symposium 2023 at IIT Jammu, in Jammu.

New Delhi, Sep 15: 

By forging an “unprece-
dented and historic” con-
sensus on the first day of
the G20 leaders summit,
India sent a strong mes-
sage to the world that it
has arrived, Commerce
and Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal said on
Friday. The G20 adopted
the New Delhi Leaders
Summit Declaration on
September 9, which is seen
as a major breakthrough
amid conflicting world
views on the ongoing
Russia-Ukraine war.
“Every global leader from
both sides of the divide in
a very broken world want-
ed Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and the
G20 Presidency of India to
succeed, and we were able
to forge an unprecedented
and historic consensus on
the first day itself of the
G20 leaders summit, send-

ing a strong message to the
world that India has ar-
rived,” Goyal said while
addressing a CII event on
Clean Energy.

He said the world also
has seen India’s capacity
and capability, whether it
was during the Covid pan-
demic or tackling the chal-
lenges that have emerged
from the conflict in
Ukraine. “...the world has
seen India’s leadership led
by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, has seen
the capability of 140 crore

Indians to be able to pro-
vide the world with a bet-
ter deal,” the minister
said. Goyal also took a jibe
at certain opposition polit-
ical parties “who were al-
most being gleeful” that
India will not be able to
have an outcome docu-
ment. He said the nation
endorses the effort being
made to position India as a
global leader, and this was
too unfortunately sought
to be politicised.

The minister further
said the larger companies
in the renewable energy
space should be looking at
integrating with global
companies by engaging in
collaborations and part-
nerships.

Referring to agricultur-
al exports, Goyal said agri-
related exports crossed
over USD 50 billion last
year and are expected to
grow significantly in the
years to come.

‘India sent strong message to
world by forging ‘unprecedented’

consensus at G20’

Pune, Sep 15:  

German luxury car
maker Mercedes-Benz
India on Friday an-
nounced the extension of
its electric vehicle charg-
ing network to the cus-
tomers of other brands as
it looks to accelerate faster
adoption of electric vehi-
cles in the country. The
carmaker also launched
the top-end EQE 500
4MATIC electric SUV at
an introductory price of
Rs 1.39 crore (all India ex-
showroom) and a new
‘Customer Experience
Centre’ at Chakan, in
Pune. Mercedes-Benz is
also supporting the EV
(Electric Vehicle) transi-
tion in India by democra-
tising the ultra-fast charg-
ing network. All EV cus-
tomers in India across
brands, can now enjoy the
luxurious Mercedes-Benz

experience while using the
company’s charging net-
work, Santosh Iyer,
Managing Director and
Chief Executive Officer of
Mercedes-Benz India
(MBI), said. The company
said it has the largest
charging network within
the luxury car space with
140 chargers at different
points. Of these, 40 charg-
ers are in the 180 kilowatts
and the 60 kilowatt area,
which means fast charg-
ers, said. “We will be ex-
tending this entire charg-
ing facility, not only for

Mercedes customers but
for all brands, luxury and
mass, so that they can
come in and charge their
cars at a faster pace at our
fast charging network,”
Iyer said. The move will
help in further accelerat-
ing the adoption of elec-
tric vehicles in India, he
added. Moreover, MBI has
also developed an app
along with Bengaluru-
based Mercedes-Benz
Research and
Development India
(MBRDI), which enables
EV customers to get access
to an additional 150 super-
chargers, Iyer said. The
app can be downloaded by
any customer — of
Mercedes or non-
Mercedes — and it gives
access to a fast charging
network across India and
can help in day-to-day
commute or their interest-
ed commute, Iyer added.

Mercedes-Benz India to extend its EV 
charging network to customers of other brands

Mumbai, Sep 15:  

Hindware Home
Innovation Limited, one of
the fastest growing con-
sumer appliances brands
in India, announced the
launch of its new brand
store ‘Hindware Smart
Appliance Exclusive
Gallery’. The store was in-
augurated in the presence
of the  President of
Chamber of Commerce
and Industries, Amar
Parwani. The store’s inau-
guration underscores the
company’s dedication to
delivering a tailored shop-
ping experience for con-
sumers and maintaining
exceptional customer serv-
ice standards. The recently
opened kitchen gallery fea-
tures an array of offerings
from Hindware Smart
Appliances, thoughtfully
designed to meet the re-

quirements of contempo-
rary Indian homes in
Raipur. It houses a com-
plete range of large
kitchen appliances, includ-
ing kitchen chimneys,
cook-tops, kitchen hobs,
built-in sinks, dishwash-
ers, and more. Alongside it
also includes range of stor-
age and instant water
heaters. Speaking on the
launch of the store, Mr.
SalilKapoor, CEO,
Hindware Home
Innovation Limited said,
“Given our ambitious
plans for this state and the
growing demand for
H i n dw a r e a p p l i a n c e s
among consumers in the
region, we have outlined a
strategic initiative to
strengthen our retail pres-
ence in Chhattisgarh. This
expansion aligns with our
long-term vision for the re-
gion’s market potential.”

Hindware Home Innovation
Limited opens new store 

Mumbai, Sep 15:

Nuvoco Vistas Corp.
Ltd., India’s fifth-largest
cement group in terms of
capacity, proudly an-
nounces it has been grant-
ed a patent for its revolu-
tionary product, the ‘Fibre
Reinforced Cement
Composition,’branded in
the market as ‘Duraguard
Microfiber Cement’. The
patent, effective from the
date of application - April
4, 2018, cites exclusive
rights for the next 20
years. The concept of
using fibres for concrete
reinforcement emerged in
the 1960s. Duraguard
Microfiber Cement lever-
ages this historical devel-
opment to revolutionize
the Indian cement market.
Thisfibre-based cement
significantly enhances the

bonding process, improves
crack resistance, reduces
permeability, improves
impact strength and dura-
bility, and delivers a
smoother surface finish. A
distinctive feature of
Duraguard Microfiber
Cement is the visible pres-
ence of fibres in the prod-
uct, which act as micro-re-
inforcing agents, enabling
the cement to withstand
seepage, dampness,
cracks, shrinkage, and
thermal stresses over the
years.

Manufactured from
high-quality clinker with
48-52% Tricalcium Silicate
(C3S) and low Tricalcium
Aluminate (C3A), the ce-
ment contains high-quali-
ty electrostatically precipi-
tated dry fly ash, meeting
the highest quality stan-
dards.

Nuvoco secures patent for 
revolutionary ‘Fibre Reinforced

Cement Composition’

New Delhi, Sep 15:

HTech, a comprehen-
sive solutions provider,
announced the launch of
Honor 90 5G in India.
Equipped with a stunning
200MP Main Camera fea-
turing AI Vlog Master
and industry-leading
Quad-Curved Floating
Display with 3840 Hz
PWM Dimming technolo-
gy, the HONOR 90 5G
packs groundbreaking
hardware and software
into one device to empow-
er the always-on genera-
tion with personalised ex-
periences and human-cen-
tric solutions.
Commenting on the
launch, Mr. Madhav
Sheth, CEO, HTech, said,
“We at  HTech, are pleased
to mark an important
milestone by bringing
back to Indian consumers

a strong brand that has
cutting edge technology,
and a self-reliant ecosys-
tem. With a focus on em-
powering consumers with
leading technology, Honor
continuously works to-
ward bringing innovation
in display technology, bat-
tery tech software and ar-
tificial intelligence, which
are backed by strong R&D
capabilities. Leveraging

Honor’s strong network
and value chain, we are
introducing the first
smartphone in Indian
shores with the launch of
Honor 90 5G. Boasting
cutting-edge AI technolo-
gies and best-in-class in-
novations, including an
ultra-clear 200MP camera,
AI Vlog Master and Zero
Risk Eye-Comfort Display,
the handset heralds a rev-

olution in smartphone
photography and display
technology. It is a conver-
gence of advanced tech-
nology and sophisticated
design which deliver a
truly personalized experi-
ence. As we embark on
this exciting journey in
India, we are confident
that users will whole-
heartedly embrace
Honor’s exceptional prod-
ucts.” Speaking about the
collaboration, Ranjit
Babu, Director, Wireless
and TV, Amazon India,
said, “We at Amazon are
thrilled to witness the
comeback of Honor in
India through HTech, and
we are certain that the
Honor 90 will become the
first amongst the many
smartphones that will
help honor tech become a
popular smartphone
brand in India.”

HTech brings Honor 90 5G in India
NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  SSeepp  1144:: JLR India
has officially launched the new
and enhanced Range Rover
Velar in India. The Range Rover
Velar is a pure expression of
modern luxury, featuring the
latest technology, trademark
Range Rover refinement and a
dramatic, clean and reductive
new design.

The New Range Rover Velar
is available in Dynamic HSE
with two powertrain options -
the 2.0 l petrol engine deliver-
ing a power of 184 kW and 365
Nm torque and a 2.0 l Ingenium
diesel engine delivering a
power of 150 kW and 430 Nm
torque. 

Rajan Amba, Managing
Director, JLR India, said: “The
New Range Rover Velar is a for-
ward-thinking sanctuary with
curated and refined elements
that make it both intriguing

and desirable. It has been care-
fully crafted for the transform-
ing tastes of our discerning
clients and is all set to elevate
the bar for luxury travel in
India. The New Range Rover
Velar embodies effortless
sophistication with a bold ele-
gance and dramatic presence,
and its latest technology and
reductive design integrate
seamlessly with our focus on
modern luxury.” The Range
Rover Velar pioneers the

brand’s reductive design phi-
losophy, with an updated exte-
rior and a revamped interior.
Its design features a new grille
combined with the characteris-
tic floating roof, unbroken
waistline and flush deployable
door handles. On the inside, a
full suite of technologies pro-
motes passenger comfort and
wellbeing, making the midsize
luxury SUV a preferred choice
for comfort-conscious con-
sumers.

JLR India launches new and
enhanced Range Rover Velar 

Mumbai, Sep 15:
Housing sales in Mumbai
are likely to cross Rs 1
lakh crore this calendar
year and may breach the
Rs 2 lakh crore-mark in
2030 on rising demand, ac-
cording to a report.
Realtors body Naredco’s
Maharashtra chapter and
property consultant JLL
India on Friday released a
report “Unlocking
Opportunities with
I n f r a s t r u c t u r e
Development” here. The
report noted that Mumbai
maintains its position as
one of India’s largest resi-
dential markets, contribut-
ing 40 per cent to the total
residential sales value in
the country. In number of
units, the Mumbai market
accounts for 25 per cent of
total sales volume across

seven cities. “The market
has witnessed a strong re-
covery in sales with 2022
surpassing 2018 both in
terms of sales value and
sales volume,” the report
said. In 2023, sales of resi-
dential units in Mumbai
are expected to increase
further. “Residential sales
value is likely to breach
the Rs 1 lakh crore mark.”
Sales would breach the Rs
2 lakh crore mark in 2030,
the consultant estimated.
Mumbai witnessed sales of
Rs 90,552 crore during the
2022 calendar year and Rs
50,075 crore in the first half
of this calendar year. Pre-
Covid, the housing sales in
Mumbai stood at Rs 60,928
crore in 2019 and Rs 66,820
crore in 2018.

Mumbai city has
demonstrated a robust re-

covery in 2022, witnessing
an increase in both sales
value and volume.
“Maharashtra is amid a
remarkable transforma-
tion driven by the vision-
ary approach of its gov-
ernment towards infra-
structure development.
The opportunities that lie
before us are boundless,
and it is our shared re-
sponsibility to harness
them, for the betterment of
the state and the advance-
ment of the real estate sec-
tor,” Sandeep Runwal,
President of NAREDCO
Maharashtra and MD of
Runwal Developers, said.

Karan Singh Sodi,
Senior Managing Director,
Mumbai, MMR, India,
JLL, said individuals have
a preference for staying
close to office markets.

Housing sales in Mumbai likely to cross
Rs 1 lakh cr this year: Naredco-JLL

May breach Rs 2 lakh crore in 2030

Mumbai, Sep 15: 

Equity benchmark in-
dices Sensex and Nifty
darted up to fresh lifetime
highs on Friday, propelled
by a rally in global mar-
kets and renewed foreign
capital inflows. Besides,
buying in telecom, auto
and tech stocks also
helped markets to settle
with gains, traders said.
Rallying for the 11th day

running, the 30-share BSE
Sensex jumped 319.63
points or 0.47 per cent to
settle at a record closing of
67,838.63. During the day, it
rallied 408.23 points or 0.60
per cent to hit its fresh all-
time intra-day high of
67,927.23.

The Nifty went up by
89.25 points or 0.44 per cent
to end at its all-time clos-
ing high of 20,192.35.
During the day, it ad-
vanced 119.35 points or
0.59 per cent to hit its life-
time intra-day peak of
20,222.45.

“Nifty scaled fresh life
highs on Friday, rising for
the third consecutive ses-
sion to end at a record
close. Sensex rose for the
11th day, the longest streak
of gains since October
2007,” Deepak Jasani,
Head of Retail Research,
HDFC Securities, said.

Sensex, Nifty hit fresh lifetime highs
as telecom, auto shares advance

New Delhi, Sep 15: The
rupee fell 12 paise to settle
at 83.15 (provisional)
against the US dollar on
Friday, dragged down by
rising crude oil prices and
a strong greenback against
major rivals overseas.
However, a positive trend
in domestic markets re-
stricted the downside for
the local unit, forex traders
said. At the interbank for-
eign exchange market, the
local unit opened at 83.02

against the US dollar and
moved in a range of 82.98
and 83.20. The rupee final-
ly settled at 83.15 (provi-
sional) against the US dol-
lar, down 12 paise from its
previous close. On
Thursday, the rupee closed
2 paise lower at 83.03
against the US dollar. “The
Indian rupee traded in the
narrow range amid dollar
inflows from the FTSE re-
balancing while the na-
tionalised bank bought the
dollar on behalf of oil im-
porters,” said Dilip
Parmar, Research Analyst,
HDFC Securities. Spot
USD/INR is expected to
consolidate between 82.70
to 83.15 before next week’s
three major central banks’
(Federal Open Market
Committee (FOMC), Bank
of England (BoE) and
Bank of Japan (BoJ) policy
decisions.

Rupee falls 12 paise to close
at 83.15 against US dollar



Central Chronicle News

Pandaria, Sep 15: The vil-
lagers submitted a memo-
randum to the SDM office
Pandaria and Collector
Kabirdham regarding the
construction of a paved
road from village Karpi
Kala of Pandariya block to
Amaldiha via
Bharewapara.

Describing the condition
of 3 kilometer road from
Karpi Kala via
Bharevapara, a demand has
been made for the construc-
tion of a road, as it is diffi-
cult to go on foot from Karpi
to Bharevapara.

The villagers said that
small school children go to
school through this route to
study and it is very muddy
while going towards
Amaldiha and Karpi. In
this regard, the entire vil-
lagers held a meeting and
submitted a memorandum
to boycott the upcoming as-
sembly elections.

Villagers told that only

Bhoomi Pujan was per-
formed by former MLA
Motiram Chandravanshi,
and present MLA Mamta
Chandrakar, though did not
get the road constructed.

The villagers submitted a
memorandum and dis-
cussed it in which it was
said that it would be 4 km
away from the collector's of-
fice. An assurance has been
given that the work will
start before the elections.

Along with the villagers,
Pandariya Block President
Prakash Ravan Bhim
Regiment went with the vil-

lagers and expressed his
views regarding the above
demand. Prakash Ravan
said that if the road con-
struction work does not
start in the coming days,
then they will definitely
boycott the assembly elec-
tions.

While submitting the
memorandum, Block
President Pandariya
Prakash Ravan, Dinesh
Banjare, Sanjay Banjare,
Birendra Lahare, Hiralal
Bhaskar and all the vil-
lagers of Gram Panchayat
Bharewapara, were present.

Junk to Innovation: Local schools 
shine bright in competition

Central Chronicle News

Dongargaon, Sep 15: A
remarkable display of in-
genuity and innovation
took center stage at
Aatmanand Vidyalaya,
Dongargaon, during a
zonal-level Junk to
Innovation competition
held on September 14th.

Teachers from primary
and middle schools in the
Sankul Dongargarh-1,
Dongargarh-2, Kokpur,
Asra, Khujji, and Mohad
regions enthusiastically
participated in the compe-
tition, showcasing their
talents in the subjects of
Science and Mathematics.

The competition yielded
outstanding results, with
Sankul Kokpur emerging
as the frontrunner at the
primary level. Sanjeev
Kulhare from Primary

School Jantar claimed the
top spot in the Science cat-
egory, while Konika Soni
from Primary School
Chichdo triumphed in
Mathematics.

At the middle school
level, Sankul Kokpur con-
tinued its winning streak
by securing the first posi-

tion in Science, thanks to
the brilliant efforts of
Ashwani Sandeep from
Kshirsagar Middle School
Kokpur.

In the Mathematics cate-
gory, Sankul Mohad show-
cased its exceptional tal-
ent, with Shri Nishad Sir
from Rengakthera Middle

School clinching the top
honour.

The event was a collabo-
rative effort, and it saw the
participation of school
principals and teachers
from these institutions
who lent their full support
to the budding innovators.

Distinguished guests in

attendance included
Development Block
Education Officer R.L.
Patre, Assistant
Development Block
Education Officer Rashmi
Thakur, Development
Block Coordinator Arvind
Ratnakar, Aatmanand
School Principal Manoj
Kumar Sonaklihari, and
the esteemed judge panel
featuring Ramesh Kumar
Hirwani, Shilendra Yadu,
Saduram Sahu, Chumman
Lal Sahu, and Sandeep
Kumar.

The successful execu-
tion of the program was
credited to the diligent ef-
forts of Sankul
Coordinator Devendra
Sahu, who ensured that
the event showcased the
remarkable creative poten-
tial of the region's young
talents.

Central Chronicle News

Dongargaon, Sep 15: On
the morning of Sept 15, a
farmer ended his life by
committing suicide in vil-
lage Jondhara under the
police station area.

The reasons are report-
edly unknown. According
to the information re-
ceived, in the early hours
of Thursday, 45 year old
Khorbahara Ram
Khursam, resident of vil-
lage Jondhara, committed
suicide by hanging him-
self with the help of a
nylon rope from a tendu
tree in his field.

According to the infor-
mation received from the
sources, the deceased
Khorbahra had left his
house in the morning to
buy some items due to the
festival, after which he did
not reach home till 10 o'-
clock and his mobile was
also said to be switched off.

Khorbahra Ram has left
behind his mother, wife,
four daughters and a son.
In this case, Dongargaon

Police has established a
trail and started investiga-
tion by taking the body to
Dongargaon Hospital for

post-mortem.
The question that arises

here is why village farm-
ers are feeling the need to
commit suicide and why
the government is not tak-
ing any concrete steps on
this.

Though in election slo-
gans, the political party
prepares its vote bank in
the name of farmers, but
at the same time, no atten-
tion is paid to their con-
venience and needs after
the formation of the gov-
ernment.

Especially it is also nec-
essary to ban drugs, and
even the government ad-
ministration is aware of
this, yet it is being given
free rein.

Also a few days ago, in
village Dhangaon under
Dongargaon police sta-
tion, a father had killed his
son due to alcohol intoxi-
cation and now his entire
family is scattered.

Students lead blood donation drive
Central Chronicle News

Khairagarh, Sep 15: In a
heartwarming display of
compassion and commu-
nity spirit, students at
Rani Rashmidevi Singh
Government College in
Khairagarh organized a
blood donation camp, tak-
ing inspiration from the
Red Cross's humanitarian
mission. This noble en-
deavour was conducted
under the guidance of the
Youth Red Cross
Committee.

The event welcomed
distinguished guests, with
Shailendra Varma,
President of the Guest
Participation Committee,
gracing the occasion as
the Chief Guest. Jitendra
Sakharé, Principal In-
Charge, presided over the
event's proceedings. Dr.
Aparna Tiwari and Dr.
Ansh Paikara from
Rajnandgaon Medical

College also lent their sup-
port to this life-affirming
initiative.

Shailendra Varma com-
mended the students who
selflessly donated their
blood and urged others to
follow suit, emphasizing
the critical role of good
health in one's life.
Jitendra Sakharé under-
scored the immense sig-
nificance of blood dona-
tion in saving human
lives and inspired young
students to embrace this
virtuous act. JK Vaishnav,

in his address, reiterated
that the act of donating
blood is nothing short of
divine and emphasized
that there is no substitute
for this altruistic gesture.

The event saw numer-
ous students, including
Leena Varma, Devki
Sahu, Pratibha Baghel,
Rani Varma, Tinkendra
Varma, Tamradhwaj
Varma, Mopendra
Varma, Shyam Sahu,
among others, stepping
forward to donate blood,
exemplifying their com-

mitment to humanitari-
an causes.

Medical College person-
nel, including Dr. Rinku
Singh, Kaushal Prasad
(Technician), Damini
Varma, Anil Yadav,
Moradhwaj Sahu, and CR
Sahu, extended their ex-
pertise to ensure the
smooth execution of the
camp. Professors and staff
from the college also ac-
tively participated, rein-
forcing the sense of unity
and purpose that defined
this remarkable event.

Central Chronicle News

Kasdol, Sep 15: Heavy
lightning struck a tree in
Kasaundhi village of
Chowki Sonakhan area,
killing people sitting under-
neath it. Ramayan Thakur
father Panchram Thakur
age 36 years, Basant Sahu
father Satyanarayan Sahu
age 26 years, Jagsai Sahu fa-
ther Ramlal Sahu age 46
years, Dhanau father Malik
Ram Sahu age 58 years,
Dukhu Kondh father India
Kondh, aged 45 years, and
Nirmal Sahu, father, Nand
Kumar Sahu, aged 12 years,
all residents of Kasaundhi
village, were seriously in-
jured.

As soon as the informa-
tion was received, Assistant
Sub Inspector Rajendra
Patil, in-charge from Police
Post Sonakhan, head con-
stable Santosh Tandon and

constable Tilak Sidar imme-
diately reached the village
Kasaundhi spot.

Sensing the situation, the
police team immediately
arranged for a private vehi-
cle and with the help of the
villagers, all the injured
were picked up in the vehi-
cle and immediately taken
to the Community Health
Center Kasdol.

At the same time, the po-
lice team also informed
about the injured in the hos-
pital due to lightning in the
hospital through phone. So
that the treatment of all the
injured can be started im-
mediately as soon as they
reach the hospital. People of
the region have greatly ap-
preciated this work done by
the police.

Central Chronicle News

Arang, Sep 15: In a dis-
play of solidarity, private
schools across the Arang
block stood together in
support of the
Chhattisgarh Private
School Management
Association's call for ac-
tion. Responding to the as-
sociation's plea, all private
schools in the region re-
mained closed on
Thursday.

The Arang unit of the
Chhattisgarh Private
School Management
Association informed that
the Chhattisgarh School
Education Department
has frozen Rs. 250 crores of
the state's private school
operators under RTI and
has opened this front on
the basis of eight different

demands.
As a result, the associa-

tion declared a state-wide
closure of private schools

on September 14.
Numerous private educa-
tional institutions, both
small and large, in rural

areas joined the cause.
Schools such as Gandhi

English Medium School,
Sujan Sonkar Vidya

Mandir, Saraswati Shishu
Mandir High School,
Mothers Pride School,
Radha Krishna Vidya
Mandir, Saraswati Gyan
Deep School, and Jeevan
Jyoti School, among oth-
ers in Arang, kept their
gates locked in a unified
stance.

The Arang unit of the
association emphasized
that if their demands con-
tinue to be ignored, they
plan to escalate their
protest. In the upcoming
second phase of the agita-
tion scheduled for
September 21, private
school operators from
across the state will con-
verge in Raipur to voice
their concerns and protest
against the department,
following the directives of
the state association.

Bear fatally attacks villager,
referred to SIMS Hospital

Central Chronicle News

Korba, Sep 15: Villagers
living in the forests of the
district are becoming vic-
tims of attacks by wild ani-
mals these days and this in-
clude few who go out to
search for cattle and some
who go to see fields are
falling victims of attacks
by bears and elephants.

In village Patrapali
under Pasarkhet range of
Korba forest range, a wild
bear attacked and seriously
injured an old man, but
when his life was in danger,
instead of running away,

the old man also fought
with the bear. According to
the information, after a
bloody fight between the
two that lasted for about 15
minutes, the bear ran away
towards the forest. But the
old man also got seriously
injured in this clash. He
has been referred from
Korba Medical College to
Bilaspur SIMS for treat-
ment.

It is being told that this
entire incident has hap-
pened in Boirjhumar
Tikra, a dependent village
of Patrapali village in
Pasarkhet range of Korba
forest division. Where
Jotram Rathiya, S/o
Sadhram Rathiya, aged
about 64 years, R/o

Boirjhumar Tikra, when
his domestic cattle did not
returned home till late
evening on Sept 14, he went
towards the jungle to
search for the cattle.
Meanwhile it started rain-
ing heavily and so he decid-
ed to return home to avoid
the rains.

During this time he came
face-to-face with the bear
present there who attacked
Jotram. To save his life,
Jotram fought with the
bear. This bloody conflict
between the wild bear and
Jotram continued for about
15 minutes and after which
the bear ran away towards
the forest.

Jotram Rathiya has
been seriously injured in

this incident. The bear has
scratched his hands, legs,
face and eyes with his
nails. He somehow
reached home drenched in
blood. After which the
Sarpanch conveyed the in-
formation about this inci-
dent to the Korba Forest
Department.

Forest Department offi-
cials reached the spot and
gave immediate assistance
of Rs 2000. The injured old
man Jotram Rathiya was
brought to Korba Medical
College Hospital through
an ambulance, where in
view of his serious condi-
tion. After giving first aid,
he was referred to Bilaspur
SIMS and is currently un-
dergoing treatment there.

Tarani Neelam empowers rural
development with generous grants
Central Chronicle News

Kurud, Sep 15: Tarani
Neelam Chandrakar,
Chairperson of District
Panchayat Zone No. 04,
has emerged as a beacon
of hope for rural commu-
nities as she responds to
their urgent needs with a
generous allocation of
funds.

Her unwavering com-
mitment to improving
the lives of the rural pop-
ulation has led to the ap-
proval of several vital
projects financed
through the District
Development Fund.

Among these com-
mendable initiatives are

the constructions of
durable tiles at
Bhatapara Bajrang
Chowk in Dandesara vil-
lage, with an allocation of
Rs 0.50 lakh. Additionally,
a significant investment

of Rs 2.00 lakh has been
designated for tile and
beautification work at
the Kodoras Community
Building in Gram Silouti.

Furthermore, the ap-
proval of Rs 1.50 lakh for
the construction of a
concrete road in Gram
Chinvri marks another
significant step towards
enhancing local infra-
structure.

Tarani Neelam
Chandrakar's extraordi-
nary efforts have culmi-
nated in securing ap-
provals totaling Rs 4.00
lakh for these vital proj-
ects. Her unwavering
dedication to grassroots
development has ignited

a wave of happiness and
gratitude among rural
residents throughout
the Kurud constituency.

Chandrakar's consis-
tent outreach and relent-
less pursuit of progress
have earned her the
deep admiration of the
rural population.
Numerous residents, in-
cluding Basant Sahu,
Kabir Sahu, Unendra
Kumar, Bhuvan Lal
Sahu, Balla Dhruv,
Harendra Kumar, and
many others, have ex-
pressed their heartfelt
appreciation for the
transformative develop-
ment work she has un-
dertaken.
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Creative genius unleashed at Zonal-Level event in Dongargaon

Reported in critical
condition

Tarani Neelam Chandrakar 

Dedicated work spurs progress in Kurud constituency

Arang’s private schools shut down for protest
Chhattisgarh's Private School Management Association demand their rights

Lighting strike injures six people 

Farmer commits suicide due to unknown reasons

NEWS BELOW CAN WAIT Demand for road construction
with warning to boycott elections 



Colombo, Sep 15
(PTI): Pakistan skip-

per Babar Azam has
cast doubts on the pos-

sibility of pacer Naseem
Shah's timely recovery
for their initial matches
in the upcoming World
Cup in India.

However, their ace
pacer Haris Rauf is "re-
covering well" from a
side strain and will be fit
in time for their opening
match against the
Netherlands at
Hyderabad on October 6,
the skipper has said. The
duo picked up niggling

injuries during
Pakistan's Super Four
clash against India in the
Asia Cup and were sit-
ting on from the side-
lines when the team
crashed out of the tour-
nament after losing to
Sri Lanka in Colombo on
Thursday. The Pakistan
Cricket Board has not
yet released any official
timeline regarding
Naseem's rehabilitation
process following a right
shoulder injury. In light
of this, Babar Azam ex-
pressed uncertainty re-
garding Naseem's fitness

for the start of the tour-
nament. "I'll tell you
later... Not telling you
our Plan B now. But, yes,
Haris Rauf is not bad.
He's just got a little bit of
a side strain, but he's re-
covering before the
World Cup.

"Naseem Shah also...
they have a couple of
miss matches, I don't
know (how long) the re-
covery (is), but in my
opinion, Naseem Shah
also (will be) in the
World Cup later on. But
let's see," he added. The
20-year-old injury-prone

Naseem had a back prob-
lem when he was 17
years old and it kept him
out for 14 months.

Six weeks following
his comeback, a shoulder
injury occurred during
his debut appearance in
the County
Championship with
Gloucestershire, which
kept him out of action
for another month.

Initially identified as a
red-ball specialist, he has
evolved as a key bowler
for Pakistan across all
three formats of the
game.

Chennai, Sep 15 (PTI):

South Africa great AB
de Villiers has showered
his respect for Rohit
Sharma, stating that the
Indian skipper is a "fight-
er" and "never backs
down to anyone".

Rohit is currently lead-
ing India in the ongoing
Asia Cup in Sri Lanka,
where he has been their
highest run-scorer, col-
lecting 194 in four in-
nings at an impressive
average of 64.66 and a
strike rate of 108.98,
including three half-
centuries.

Talking on his
YouTube channel, de
Villiers highlighted
how Rohit began slowly
in the ODIs before be-
coming the fastest to
gain 10,000 runs in the
format. "Rohit was
fourth slowest to 2,000

runs, but the second
fastest to 10,000. How's
that for a comeback? I
have a lot of respect for
him," he said.

"The first time I
watched him play, I
thought this guy has got
something special to
offer. What I like most
about him - from a very
young age, he's always
had a fighting spirit. He

would not back down to
anyone." Rohit is the
sixth Indian to enter the
10,000 ODI runs club after
Virat Kohli, Sachin
Tendulkar, Sourav
Ganguly, MS Dhoni and
Rahul Dravid. He is also
the second-fastest to do so
after former skipper and
current teammate Kohli.
De Villiers also recollect-
ed how Rohit took on

fierce South African pac-
ers Dale Steyn and
Morne Morkel during a
Durban Test.

"I think of a Test match
in Durban where he just
wouldn't stand back to
Dale Steyn or Morne
Morkel or any of our fast
bowlers. He would make
eye contact," he said.

"If anyone chirped
him, he would be right in
their face, chest out. I al-
ways liked that."

De Villiers also praised
young India opener
Shubman Gill, who has
been on a roll at the Asia
Cup alongside his open-
ing partner and skipper
Rohit.

"Very interestingly, he
(Rohit) has had an incred-
ible partnership with
Shubman Gill. Two fight-
ers at the crease is always
a dangerous thing for the
opposition.
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Lucknow, Sep 15 (PTI):

Rohan Bopanna, the sea-
soned Indian tennis player,
is set to bid farewell to
Davis Cup play, and his de-
parture comes with a
lament about the dwin-
dling ardour for the presti-
gious tournament.
Bopanna, who has been an
integral part of India's
Davis Cup squad, finds
himself disheartened by
the evolving attitude to-
wards the event among the
current generation of
players. In an interview
with PTI, Bopanna reflect-
ed on the changing dynam-
ics of Davis Cup and the
diminishing passion he
perceives among the con-
temporary players. He ob-
serves that for many of
today's competitors, Davis
Cup has lost some of its
former glory, becoming
"too mechanical" in its exe-
cution. He states, "It has
become too mechanical to
just come, play and leave."

For Bopanna, Davis Cup
was more than just anoth-
er tournament for the cur-
rent generation of players;
it was a platform for repre-
senting one's country,

steeped in history and tra-
dition. He believes that the
camaraderie and team
spirit that were once the
hallmarks of Davis Cup
have waned in recent
years, adversely impacting
the overall experience.

Bopanna expresses the
importance of resurrect-
ing the team atmosphere
and unity that character-
ized Davis Cup in the past.
He says, "There used to be
fantastic team atmos-

phere, which has been
kind of lost in the last cou-
ple of years. And we need
to bring that back." He un-
derscores that Davis Cup
isn't just about individual
performances but about
the collective effort put
forth by the team, both on
and off the court.
Bopanna firmly believes
that restoring this cama-
raderie is crucial for the
success of the Indian
Davis Cup team.

Reflecting on his own ex-
periences, Bopanna recalls
the unique challenge of
partnering with legendary
Indian tennis players
Leander Paes and Mahesh
Bhupathi during his ca-
reer. He acknowledges that
adapting his game to com-
plement their respective
styles was both a learning
experience and a testa-
ment to the versatility of
his play. Bopanna shares
what he learned from Paes
and Bhupathi: "The num-
ber one thing I learned
from these two is fighting
till the last point, keep
your differences aside and
when you are playing for
the country, bring in 200
per cent. Both of them
brought that."

Despite his impending
retirement from Davis
Cup competition, Bopanna
remains passionate about
tennis and its future in
India. He emphasizes the
importance of open com-
munication with players
and a willingness to listen
to their concerns and sug-
gestions. He envisions a
role for himself in tennis
beyond playing, perhaps
even as a team captain.

Rohan Bopanna expresses concern
over waning passion for Davis Cup

Indian tennis player Rohan Bopanna, who is set to end
his Davis Cup career on Sunday, being felicitated by the
AITA for his career, in Lucknow.

Lucknow, Sep 15 (PTI):

Hauling itself up from
World Group II should not
be a complicated task for
India when it takes on an
unostentatious Morocco
in the home tie, which
will be more of a celebra-
tion of Rohan Bopanna's
Davis Cup career, which
will come to a halt after 21
years on Sunday.

Lack of singles players
who could challenge the
big boys of the ATP cir-
cuit, coupled with defeats
in winnable matches, has
hurt the Indian Davis Cup
team badly in the last few
years in this team tourna-
ment, but relegation to
World Group II was a new
low the Indian team hit in
February.

It was for the first time
since the new format was
launched in 2019 that the
Indians dropped to this
level.

Much has changed
since India last played in
the Davis Cup tie in
March, when it lost 2-3 to
Denmark. Indian tennis
has hardly had any mem-
orable moments this sea-

son until Bopanna
reached the US Open final
last week.

It's not just the lack of
on-court results in sin-
gles; off-court, the coun-
try also felt the disap-
pointment of losing its
only ATP 250 event.

Yuki Bhambri, one of
the finest players India
has seen, has stopped
playing the singles for-

mat. Ramkumar
Ramanathan has dropped
out of even the top-550
and is languishing at
number 570.

Such has been his
plight this season that the
Chennai player has made
17 first-round exits at dif-
ferent tournaments, in-
cluding the lowest rung,
the ITF Futures level. It's
not surprising that skip-

per Rohit Rajpal has not
included Ramkumar in
the lineup, though he re-
mains a part of the squad
to help train the players.

But Bopanna is still
playing some solid tennis
in the doubles format. At
43, he still is one of the
most powerful servers on
the circuit.

His strokes still have
sting, and he can still pull
off those stunning pass-
ing winners from difficult
angles or while running
on flanks.

It would have been
ideal if he had got his
farewell tie where he
wanted -- in Bengaluru --
but he still has a chance
to bid adieu to the Davis
Cup before the home fans.

In 32 ties played since
making his debut in 2002,
the player from Coorg has
won 22 matches, includ-
ing 10 singles.

He will team up with
Yuki for one final time in
Davis Cup, even as he con-
tinues to play on the ATP
circuit.

Ranked inside the top-
10, he has no reason to
hang up his racquet.

India to start overwhelming
favourite against Morocco

India Captain Rohit Rajpal and Morocco captain Mehdi
Tahiri during the announcement of the Indian squad for
the upcoming Davis Cup World Group II tie, in Lucknow.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  SSeepp  1155  ((PPTTII)):: His
form a bit wobbly, India's
Kidambi Srikanth is trying to
iron out the flaws and hoping to
be third time lucky, as he chas-
es an elusive Asian Games
medal in Hangzhou. A former
world number one, Srikanth,
who has endured a topsy-turvy
2023 to fall to world number 21,
finished at the round of 16 and
32 in 2014 and 2018 editions of
Asian Games at Incheon and
Jakarka respectively. The 30-
year-old from Guntur, who has
won medals in major events
such as the Commonwealth
Games and World
Championships, earned his
place in the Asian Games team
after topping the selection tri-
als. Now he wants to make full
use of the opportunity to add to

his success. "I didn't have great
memories in Asian Games, the
last two times I didn't do well in
individual events. So this time,
if I can play well really than
probably can make something
for myself," Srikanth told PTI.

"So for me it is quite simple
because I have won medal in
every other big event except
for Asian Games and Olympics,
both of which happen once in
four years, so this is an oppor-
tunity for me to go and make
full use of it this time." Syed
Modi remains the only Indian
men's singles player to win a
medal -- bronze -- at the Asian
Games. He won in the inaugural
edition in 1982. Asked if it adds
to the pressure, Srikanth said:
"I don't really look at it like
that. 

Srikanth eyes elusive
Asian Games medal

Chennai, Sep 14 (PTI) :

Indian squash veteran
Joshna Chinnapa is gear-
ing up for the Asian
Games with determina-
tion and a wealth of expe-
rience. With her sights set
on success in the individ-
ual competition,
Chinnapa acknowledges
the increased quality
of squash in Asia in
recent years.
Despite the ab-
sence of eight-
time world cham-
pion Nicol David,
she expects a
c h a l l e n g i n g
tournament.

C h i n n a p a ,
who clinched a
bronze in
women's sin-
gles and a silver
in the team event
in the previous edi-
tion of the Games, rec-
ognizes that every
round will be tough.
She emphasizes the
importance of not un-
derestimating any op-
ponent and believes
that her knowledge
and experience will
be valuable assets.

At 36 years old,
Chinnapa is ready to
face any adversary
and takes a day-by-day ap-
proach to the competition.
She highlights the signifi-
cance of representing
India at the highest level
and the motivation it pro-
vides to extend her career.

Although squash is not
an Olympic sport,
Chinnapa values winning
medals at the Asian
Games as a special
achievement. She views
these Games as presti-
gious and acknowledges

the high level of competi-
tion from participating
teams.

Chinnapa and her fel-
low Asian Games-bound
squash players are
preparing for the event in
Chennai, receiving coach-
ing from former world
champion Gregory
Gaultier and James
Willstrop. She appreciates
the intensity and im-
provement these sessions
offer.

Joshna Chinnapa relies on
experience for Asian Games I’ve a lot of respect for Rohit Sharma: AB de Villiers

Uncertainty looms over Naseem
Shah's World Cup availability

Colombo, Sep 15 (PTI):

Batting allrounder
Charith Asalanka de-
scribed his sensational
47-ball 49 not out as the
second best knock of his
career after taking Sri
Lanka to the final of the
Asia Cup with a two-
wicket win in a last-ball
thriller against Pakistan
here on Thursday.

The 26-year-old
Asalanka kept his com-
posure despite a mini
batting collapse in the
back end as Sri Lanka
chased down a target of
252 in the last delivery.

"I just thought how can
I get two to hit a gap and
run hard because it is a
big field and just told
Pathirana to run hard,"
he said after the match.

"I thought either he
will bowl a bouncer or a
yorker and then he
bowled a slower ball, so
it was in my side. I am
very excited.

"Mendis and Sadeera
batted really well. I want-
ed to finish. That is my
role. I can rank this in-
nings second place in my
book," he added.

Kusal Mendis slammed
a 87-ball 91 to set up the
chase. He added 100 off
98 balls with Sadeera
Samarawickrama (48).

"Happy with my per-
formance, happy to get to
the final," said Mendis,
who was adjudged the
Player of the Match.

"Those two wickets
fell down and we were
nervous, but with
Charith in the middle we

had hope. He's done this
in one game against
Afghanistan. I think we
also bowled really well,
so happy to be in the
final.

"Wanindu, Kumara
and Dusmantha are
main bowlers, but we
have these bowlers who
are bowling well. This is
a young unit."

Winning captain
Dasun Shanaka
praised his team for

reaching back-to-back fi-
nals.

"We had the game
under control, but the
losing of wickets took it
till the last over. We gave
them a chance to come
back in the game, but we
knew Charith could get
us home," he said. "We
had a discussion before

batting and we discussed
the mistakes we made in
the India game. We gave
away wickets in the first
10 overs, and Kusal and
Sadeera played brilliant
knocks.

"I think they are the
best players of spin in
the Sri Lanka squad.
And Charith, he showed
great character. Special
feeling, back to back fi-
nals."

Disappointed with
loss, Pakistan captain
Babar Azam pulled up
his bowlers for a below-
par performance.

"Sri Lanka played very
well, better cricket than
us. We have not been up
to the mark in the bowl-
ing and fielding. That is
why we lost the match,"
he said.

I rank this innings second in my book: Charith Asalanka
CCoolloommbboo,,  SSeepp  1155  ((PPTTII)):: A once-
in-a-generation fast bowler like
Jasprit Bumrah shouldn't be
playing all three formats in
order to avoid injuries and pro-
long his career, feels World
Cup winning Sri Lankan legend
Chaminda Vaas.

Vaas stressed that Indian
selectors and team manage-
ment must carefully choose
the right formats and adapt
strategies to keep a tab on
Bumrah's workload manage-
ment.

"Players like Bumrah have a
unique action, and we must
protect individuals of such cal-
iber. They can't play in all for-
mats. We need to identify the
suitable format and manage
their participation according-
ly," Vaas told reporters here on
Friday. Vaas shared insights

into the pivotal role of safe-
guarding unique talents like
Bumrah and nurturing their
cricketing journey. Vaas
emphasized the importance of
managing players like Bumrah,
known for their unconventional
bowling actions. The left-arm
pace great feels that both skip-
per Rohit Sharma and the peer-
less Virat Kohli will come out
all guns blazing to win the
World Cup for India.

"We all know that Virat is
special player and the way he
performed for the last decade
is extraordinary. Even Rohit,
I'm pretty sure that they will
give their 100% playing for
India. All the fans are waiting
to see these two performing.
And I'm sure that they will go
all out and trying to do well for
India," said Vaas.

Talent like Bumrah shouldn’t
play all formats: Chaminda Vaas
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New Delhi, Sep 15 (PTI) 

The Supreme Court on
Friday called for a report
from the National Legal
Services Authority
(NALSA) on a plea seeking
a direction to implement
the NALSA women inte-
grated help system, which
provides a hassle-free ac-
cess to justice to women
victims of violence, in all
states and Union territo-
ries.

The plea said the project
is operating on a pilot
scale in Jammu and
Kashmir and
Chhattisgarh for the last
three years.

The petition said it is a
technology integrated sys-
tem of the 181 women
helpline, the NALSA legal
aid helpline 15100 and all
other government

schemes that are meant to
provide women and girl
victims of violence a has-
sle-free access to the crimi-
nal justice system, and em-
power and protect them
from violence.

The plea came up for
hearing before a bench of
Justices Sanjay Kishan
Kaul and Sudhanshu
Dhulia.

Senior advocate Colin
Gonsalves, appearing for
petitioners The National
Federation of Societies for
Fast Justice and Aman
Satya Kachroo Trust, said
the results have been ex-
traordinary in Jammu
and Kashmir and
Chhattisgarh.

“Before we proceed fur-
ther in the matter, we
would call for a report
from the NALSA qua the
scheme, which the peti-

tioner seeks implementa-
tion of. Let the needful be
done within three weeks.
List after four weeks,” the
bench said.

During the hearing, the
bench observed that at
times, pilot projects are
taken up, but that does not
mean that it would be ap-
plied all over in one go.

“NALSA also works
under a budget. That budg-
et is made available by the
government and within
those parameters, it
works,” the top court said.

In the plea, filed through
advocate Satya Mitra, the
petitioners have said it is a
“successful project” and
they are seeking its repli-
cation across the country.

“It is operating on a
pilot scale in Jammu and
Kashmir and
Chhattisgarh for the past

three years,” they said,
adding that the project is
implemented by the
NALSA in partnership
with the petitioners, the
department of women and
child development of
Chhattisgarh and the de-
partment of social welfare
of Jammu and Kashmir.

The plea mentioned that
the contribution of the pe-
titioners to the partner-
ship is the operating sys-
tem software, known as
the Raipur software.

“It has been developed
for the past decade by
Aman Satya Kachroo
Trust (petitioner no. 2)
from private trust funds,
under the framework of
social value investment
partnership. It is tried,
tested, operational and
free of cost,” the plea said.

It said extending the

NALSA women’s integrat-
ed help system nationwide
will not require a special
budget because the
schemes that are part of it
are already funded and the
software required to man-
age is also available for
free. The petition said the
NALSA women’s integrat-
ed help system has a wide
scope of work, including
access to justice, welfare
entitlements and access to
all NALSA schemes for
men, women, children and
disadvantaged persons.

The plea said it covers
several legislations, in-
cluding the Protection of
Women from Domestic
Violence Act, 2005, Dowry
Prohibition Act, 1961,
Sexual Harassment of
Women at Workplace Act,
2013 as well as the Indian
Penal Code.

SC calls for NALSA’s report on plea to implement
women integrated help system across India

VISHWAKARMA PUJA

An artisan gives final touches to an idol of Lord Vishwakarma ahead of ‘Vishwakarma
Puja’, in Guwahati, Friday.

New Delhi, Sep 15 (PTI) 

In some relief to BRS
leader K Kavitha, the
Enforcement Directorate
Friday told the Supreme
Court it will extend by 10
days the summons issued
to her for appearance in
the Delhi excise policy
case.

The ED had issued the
summons dated
September 4 to Kavitha,
the daughter of Telangana
Chief Minister K
Chandrashekar Rao, call-
ing for her appearance at
the agency’s Delhi office
today.

She approached the
apex court with an appli-
cation seeking directions
to restrain the ED from
calling her by way of no-
tice or summons under
section 50 of the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA)
during the pendency of
her petition that is being
heard by the top court in
which she has sought pro-

tection from coercive ac-
tion by the anti-money
laundering agency.

Section 50 of the PMLA
deals with powers of au-
thorities regarding sum-
mons, production of docu-
ments, to give evidence
etc. The application also
sought a stay on the opera-
tion of the September 4
summons or any other
summons and “all coer-
cive measures relating
thereto”.

The application came up
for hearing on Friday be-
fore a bench of Justices
Sanjay Kishan Kaul and
Sudhanshu Dhulia.

Senior advocate Vikram

Chaudhary, who appeared
for Kavitha along with ad-
vocate Nitesh Rana, told
the bench while her previ-
ous petition is pending be-
fore the apex court, the ED
has summoned the Bharat
Rashtra Samithi (BRS)
MLC for today.

In her petition which is
pending before the top
court, Kavitha has sought
protection from coercive
action and challenged the
summons issued earlier to
her by the ED in the case.

Chaudhary said a peti-
tion filed by Nalini
Chidambaram, a senior
advocate and wife of
Congress leader P
Chidambaram, which
deals with the similar
issue of summoning
women accused by the ED,
is also pending before the
apex court.

He said in the Nalini
Chidambaram matter, the
probe agency had said it
will not insist on her ap-
pearance in a separate
case.

ED tells SC it will extend date of summons
to BRS leader K Kavitha by 10 days Indore, Sep 15 (PTI) 

Union minister and
BJP leader Jyotiraditya
Scindia on Friday assert-
ed Sanatan Dharma is
the foundation of India
and those talking about
its eradication will be
themselves “destroyed”
by the “140 crore people
of the country”.

He questioned the “si-
lence” of Indian National
Development Inclusive
Alliance (INDIA) parties
over critical statements
made on Sanatan
Dharma by leaders of
one of its key con-
stituents, the DMK, and
claimed the opposition
bloc is riddled with inter-
nal contradictions.

Scindia, talking to re-
porters at the Indore air-
port, said the INDIA
front has parties ranging
from north to south and
they speak in different
voices.

“There is a party in
north which thinks the
move to make Kashmir
an integral part of India

was wrong. This alliance
includes a party from
south India which has
called for destruction of
Sanatan Dharma,” he
said.

In a reference to the
critical statements made
by DMK leaders, includ-
ing Tamil Nadu minister
Udhayanidhi Stalin, on
Sanatan Dharma,
Scindia said rest of the
INDIA parties were
silent on the issue “as if
someone had put tapes
on their mouths”.

Udhayanidhi Stalin
had likened Sanatan
Dharma to diseases like
malaria and dengue, and
called for its eradication.

“There is talk of de-
stroying Sanatan
Dharma that The Father
of the Nation Mahatma
Gandhi followed till his
last breath. The alliance
that talks about destroy-
ing Sanatan Dharma,
which is the foundation
of India, will be de-
stroyed by the 140 crore
people of the country,”
said the BJP leader.

Those calling for Sanatan Dharma eradication
will face people’s wrath, warns Scindia

Kaushambi (UP), Sep 15 (PTI) 

Two persons have been
arrested for allegedly
shooting dead three mem-
bers of a family over a land
dispute in a village here,
police said on Friday.

The incident took place
around 2 am on Thursday
when the trio were sleeping
in their house in
Chhabilepur village under
the Sandipan Ghat police
station area here, they
added.

A total of eight persons
have been booked in the
case, the police said.

Shivsharan (30), his wife
Brijkali (25) and his father-
in-law Horilal (60), who
were Dalits and belonged to
the Pasi community, died in
the incident, the police
said.

Police said that
Shivsharan had purchased
a plot of land next to his in-
laws’ place in Chhabilepur
three years ago and was liv-
ing there with his wife.

His father-in-law Horilal
also used to come to their
place frequently, they
added. Expressing ire over

the incident, the villagers
torched a few thatched
houses following which a
police force rushed to the
village and the fire was ex-
tinguished.

The villagers also pelted
stones, during which
Pushpendra Gautam, the
tehsildar of Chail, received
head injuries.

Initially, the villagers did
not allow the police to take
the bodies of the deceased
for post-mortem. However,
they relented after being
pacified by the police offi-
cials.

Superintendent of Police
Brijesh Kumar Srivastava,
who reached the spot along
with his team, said that a
land dispute led to the inci-
dent and added that the fire
in the houses has been ex-
tinguished.

Based on a complaint by
Horilal’s son Subhash
Kumar, a case has been reg-
istered against eight per-
sons — Guddu Yadav,
Arvind Singh, Amit Singh,
Suresh, Anuj Singh,
Rajendra Singh, Ajit Singh
and Amar Singh — all resi-
dents of Kaushambi dis-

trict, the SP said.
The accused have been

booked under Sections 147
(punishment for rioting),
148 (rioting, armed with a
deadly weapon), 149 (every
member of unlawful as-
sembly guilty of offence
committed in prosecution
of common object), 302
(punishment for murder) of
the Indian Penal Code,
Criminal Law Amendment
Act and Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes
(Prevention of Atrocities)
Act, he added.

Two persons have been
arrested and eight teams
have been formed to nab
the remaining six accused,
the SP said.

Following the murder in-
cident, heavy police force
and PAC personnel have
been deployed in the vil-
lage. The SP said that the
situation now is completely
under control. ADG
(Prayagraj zone) Bhanu
Bhaskar, IG (Prayagraj
range) Chandra Prakash
and Divisional
Commissioner Vijay
Vishwas Pant also visited
the spot.

Two held for killing three members of family 

Itanagar, Sep 15 (PTI) 

An 18-year-old college
student died of rabies
after being bitten by a dog
in Itanagar, officials said
on Friday.

The incident created a
flutter, following which the
district administration is-
sued an advisory, asking
people to get their pets vac-
cinated.

Nyaro Rusing, a student
of Don Bosco College at
Jullang, died on Thursday,
State Surveillance Officer
doctor Lobsang Jampa
said.

“Rabies is a fatal disease
and people should take
extra care after a dog bite
by taking anti-rabies vac-
cine,” he said. The student

was admitted to the Tomo
Riba Institute of Health
and Medical Sciences
(TRIHMS) on Thursday
with symptoms of rabies.
However, his family mem-
bers insisted on taking
him back home to perform
pujas, Jampa said.

He died in the evening at
his residence, he added.

Rusing was bitten by a
two-year-old dog on the
right palm in July, officials
said.

The boy was not given
any anti-rabies vaccina-
tion, nor the dog was vac-
cinated, they said.

The dog died after a few
days of biting the boy, they
added.

Following the incident,
Capital Deputy
Commissioner Talo Potom
in an advisory directed all
pet owners to get their pets
vaccinated.

Student dies of rabies
after dog bite

Govt asks people to
get pets vaccinated

Chatra, Sep 15 (PTI) 

A drunk man in
Jharkhand’s Chatra dis-
trict allegedly set his wife
on fire following a tiff, re-
sulting in her death, and
also injuring his mother
critically, who tried to
save her, police said on
Friday.

The incident happened
at Surahibag village in
Itkhori police station
area on Thursday night,
they said.

The accused, Kuldeep
Kumar Dangi, is on the
run since the incident,
police said.

“Raids are on to nab

him,” Itkhori police sta-
tion in-charge Vinod
Kumar Yadav said.

Dangi used to beat his
wife regularly after get-
ting drunk, he said.

“On Thursday night,
he assaulted his wife
under the influence of al-
cohol. He then set her on
fire after pouring
kerosene. His mother
came to her rescue, and
she received 80 per cent
burn injuries,” Yadav
said.

The body of his wife
was sent for post-mortem
examination, while his
mother was admitted to
RIMS in Ranchi.

Woman dies after drunk
husband sets her on fire

PROTEST LAUNCHED

Beneficiaries block the National Highway No. 12 in protest against non-establishment
of camps under the government project “Duare Sarkar” at Moyna, in Malda, Friday.

Bengaluru, Sep 15 (PTI) 

The High Court of
Karnataka has refused to
stay the execution and oper-
ation of a resolution by the
H u b b a l l i - D h a r w a d
Municipal Corporation al-
lowing four associations to
celebrate the Ganesha festi-
val at the Hubbali Idgah
Maidan.

The petition filed by
Anjuman-E-Islam on
Thursday, challenging the
August 31 resolution, was
heard on Friday by Justice
Sachin Shankar Magadum
at the Dharwad bench of
the HC.

Apart from the HDMC,
the Mayor and the State
Urban Development
Department were made the

parties. The Anjuman trust,
which claims a 999-year
lease on the over 1 acre
ground, stated in its petition
that the Corporation’s reso-
lution which has been for-
warded to the State
Government for approval
“is totally illegal, arbitrary
and perverse.” It claimed
the permission was in viola-
tion of the provisions of the
Karnataka Municipal
Corporations Act and the
Places of Worship Act.

It had sought quashing
the Corporation resolution
as “The impugned resolu-
tion unnecessarily ignites
the passion and sentiments
of both the communities. In
the present scenario, such a
move on the part of the re-
spondents is wholly un-

called for and it is more im-
portant to maintain peace
and tranquility, harmony
and order in society than in-
dulge in such deliberate at-
tempts to ignite the senti-
ments and passion of one
community against the
other.” The leader of the op-
position in the HDMC,
Suvarna Manikuntla had
also approached the court
against the resolution on
the grounds that three reso-
lutions were allegedly
added to the additional list
of resolutions without the
knowledge of the opposi-
tion. One of these resolu-
tions was about the permis-
sion for private organisa-
tions for conducting the
Ganesha festival at the
Maidan.

HC refuses to stay resolution permitting
Ganesha festival at Idgah Maidan

Palghar, Sep 15 (PTI) 

All 16 police stations op-
erating under the Palghar
district rural police in
Maharashtra have re-
ceived International
Organization for
Standardization (ISO) cer-
tification for their systems
and methods, an official
said on Friday.

The ISO certificates
were distributed to the offi-
cials of all these police sta-
tions by Additional
Director General of Police
Pravin Salunke during a
function held here on
Wednesday.

Talking to PTI,
Additional Superintendent
of Police (ASP) Pankaj
Shirsat said all 16 police
stations in Palghar, four of-

fices of Sub-Divisional
Police Officers (SDPO) and
the office of the
Superintendent of Police
(SP) have received the ISO
certification.

Explaining the parame-
ters on the basis of which
the certification was
awarded, district SP
Balasaheb Patil said,
“Whether people coming
to lodge complaints are
being well received at the
police stations or not,
whether the reception
desk is maintained well or
not, whether uniformed
staff receive petitions in a
courteous manner and
give them appropriate re-
dressal are some of the
points considered.”

The condition of police
stations and lock-ups in

terms of infrastructure,
maintenance of records at
the police stations, pres-
ence of women police per-
sonnel to attend to female
or minor complainants,
availability of play areas
or parks around the police
stations, and their overall
atmosphere are some
other factors considered
for the ISO certification, he
added. Speaking at the cer-
tificate distribution cere-
mony, ADGP Salunke laud-
ed the developments car-
ried out in the district po-
lice wing through the
years. The condition of po-
lice stations was pathetic
till a few years ago. But
they have undergone a rad-
ical transformation now as
they have all the requisite
facilities, he said.

All 16 police stations under Palghar district
rural police awarded ISO certification

Bengaluru, Sept 15 (PTI) 

The first test vehicle mis-
sion of India’s ambitious
maiden human spaceflight
venture Gaganyaan to vali-
date the crew escape system
will be launched in a month
or two, a key ISRO official
said on Friday.

According to officials of
the Bengaluru-headquar-
tered national space agency, it
would be the first of the four
abort missions of the
Gaganyaan programme.

The first test vehicle mis-
sion, TV-D1, would be fol-
lowed by the second test vehi-
cle TV-D2 mission and first
uncrewed mission of
Gaganyaan (LVM3-G1).

The second series of test
vehicle missions (TV-D3& D4)

and LVM3-G2 mission with
robotic payload is planned
next. The crewed mission is
planned based on the out-
come of the successful test ve-
hicle and uncrewed mis-
sions, they said.

“...immediately what we
are now targeting is to vali-
date the crew escape sys-
tem. In a month or two, the
mission will take place
from Sriharikota,”
Gaganyaan Project
Director R Hutton said at
an international space con-
ference here.

According to ISRO offi-
cials, the Gaganyaan proj-
ect is aimed at demonstrat-
ing India’s capability of
taking a crew of two to
three members to a circu-
lar orbit of about 400 km

around the Earth for a one-to-
three-day mission and bring
them back safely to Earth, by
landing in a designated loca-
tion in Indian sea waters.

Launch of test vehicle mission for
Gaganyaan in a month or two
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