
Arrested
JJaaiippuurr:: Cow vigilante
Monu Manesar, who was
booked by Rajasthan
Police for the murder of
two Muslim men in
February and is also
accused of inciting vio-
lence in home state
Haryana, was arrested
Tuesday, officials said. He
was handed over to
Rajasthan Police after it
obtained a transit remand
for him from a court in
Haryana's Nuh. The arrest
was made by the Nuh
police, reportedly in
Gurugram's Manesar.

Stolen
MMeeddiinniinnaaggaarr:: An idol and
two crowns worth lakhs of
rupees were stolen from a
temple in Jharkhand's
Palamu district, police said
on Tuesday. An idol of Lord
Laddu Gopal made of
'astadhatu', and silver
crowns of Lord Vishnu and
Goddess Laxmi were stolen
from the famed temple,
located on the bank of Koel
river in Medininagar, on
Monday night, they said.
The entire theft was
caught on CCTV cameras,
and an investigation has
been started,
Superintendent of Police
Reeshma Ramesan said.

Operations
BBeennggaalluurruu::  Kempegowda
International Airport,
Bengaluru commenced
international operations
at Terminal 2 (T2) on
Tuesday at 10:15 AM, with
the arrival of Saudi
Airlines' flight SV866 from
Jeddah. IndiGo was the
first Indian carrier to start
international operations
from T2 with its flight
6E1167 to Colombo.

Encounter 
JJaammmmuu:: One suspected
Pakistani terrorist and an
Army soldier were killed
in a gunfight during an
ongoing search operation
in a remote village in
Rajouri district of Jammu
and Kashmir on Tuesday,
officials said. Three secu-
rity personnel were
injured in the exchange of
fire, they said. Additional
Director General of Police,
Jammu Zone, Mukesh
Singh said the encounter
broke out between terror-
ists and security forces in
Narla village. 

Shift
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The Railway
Board has directed that
employees of the Central
Organization for Railway
Electrification (CORE) be
shifted to railway zones,
citing that its present elec-
trification assignment is
ending and no new work
has been allotted to it. The
CORE had electrified 58,812
route kilometers (RKM) of
the Indian Railway's broad-
gauge network by March
31, 2023, which is 90 per
cent of the total network
(65,300 RKM). 
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Bhojpuri actor Akshara Singh during
the inauguration of Akshara's

Studio, in Patna, Tuesday.
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New Delhi, Sep 12 (PTI): 

Two deaths reported
from Kerala's Kozhikode
district were caused by
Nipah virus, Union Health
Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya said on
Tuesday.

He said a central team of
experts has been sent to
Kerala to take stock of the
situation and assist the
state government in the
management of the Nipah
virus infection.

Two "unnatural deaths"
following fever were re-
ported from Kozhikode on
Monday. Relatives of one of
the deceased are also ad-
mitted to the ICU, the

Kerala health department
said in a statement issued
last night. Following the
deaths, the health depart-
ment sounded an alert in
the district. It has been con-

firmed that the two deaths
reported from Kozhikode
were caused by Nipah
virus, Mandaviya told re-
porters. A central team of
experts has been sent to the

state to take stock of the
situation. It will also help
the state government in the
management of the infec-
tion, he said. According to
official sources, samples of
four more people from
Kerala have been sent to
the National Institute of
Virology in Pune for test-
ing for the deadly virus.

Earlier in the day, the
Kerala government set up
a control room in
Kozhikode and advised
people to use masks as a
precautionary measure.

In a Facebook post, Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan
said his government is
viewing the two deaths se-
riously.

Sukma, Sep 12: 

A Naxalite, carrying a
Rs 1 lakh reward on his
head and who was alleged-
ly involved in the 2017 am-
bush in which 12 CRPF
men were killed, surren-
dered before the security
forces in  Sukma district
on Tuesday, police said.

Kunjam Mukka turned
himself in, citing disap-
pointment with the "inhu-
man" and "hollow" Maoist
ideology, Sukma
Superintendent of Police
Kiran Chavan said.

Mukka was the militia
commander of the out-
lawed organisation and
carried a reward of Rs 1
lakh on his head, the offi-
cial said. He joined the
banned organisation as a
Bal Sangham member in
2007, he said.

Mukka was allegedly in-
volved in the 2017
Kottacheru ambush attack
on the security forces, in
which 12 CRPF personnel
were killed and was also
part of other incidents of

violence, the official said.
The surrendered

Naxalite will be provided
facilities according to the
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment's surrender and re-
habilitation policy, he
added.

New Delhi, Sep 12 (PTI): 

With an aim to check the
potential misuse of postal
ballot facility extended to
voters on poll duty, electoral
rules have been changed to
ensure that such people
cast their vote at designated
facilitation centres only
and do not keep the ballot
papers with them for a long
time.

The Election
Commission (EC) had in
September last year recom-

mended to the Union law
ministry to tweak the
Conduct of Election Rules,
1961 to ensure that voters on
poll duty cast their vote at
voter facilitation centre lo-
cated where they are de-
ployed. The EC was of the
view that if a postal ballot
remains with a voter for a
long time, the person could
be highly susceptible to
undue influence, threats,
bribery and other unethical
means by candidates or po-
litical parties. Now, the

Legislative Department in
the law ministry has come
out with a notification
amending the Conduct of
Election Rules. A new sec-
tion 18A has been added in
the rules. It states that
"Notwithstanding anything
in this Part, a voter on elec-
tion duty shall receive his
postal ballot, record his vote
thereon in accordance with
this Part and return the
same at the facilitation cen-
tre as specified, in writing,
by the returning officer."

Kolkata, Sep 12 (PTI): 

TMC MP and
actor Nusrat
Jahan was on
Tuesday grilled
by Enforcement
Directorate (ED)
sleuths for nearly
six hours at its of-
fice in a case
linked to alleged
duping of senior
citizens by promising
them flats in New Town
area here, a senior official
of the probe body said.

The 33-year-old actor, who
was summoned by the fed-
eral agency for question-
ing last week, was asked to

clarify her role as
the director of the
real estate compa-
ny besides other
questions related
to the investiga-
tion. "I answered
all the questions I
was asked. Thank
you so much," was
her brief reply to

questions by told re-
porters after coming out of
the ED's office in the
evening.

New Delhi, Sep 12 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday referred to a con-
stitution bench of at least
five judges a batch of pleas
challenging the constitu-
tional validity of the IPC
provision on sedition, a
month after the Centre in-
troduced in Parliament
bills to replace the colonial-
era penal statutes IPC,
CrPC and the Evidence Act,
proposing among other
things the repeal of the
sedition law.

The apex court declined
to accept the Centre's fer-
vent request that reference
of the petitions to a larger
bench be deferred as
Parliament is in the process

of "re-enacting" the provi-
sions of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC) and a bill has
been placed before a stand-
ing committee. The court
said assuming that the bill,
which proposes among
other things the repeal of
the sedition law and intro-
duction of a new provision
with a wider definition of
the offence, becomes a law,
it cannot be applied with
retrospective effect. "We are
not inclined to accept the
request for deferring the
consideration of the consti-

tutional challenge in these
batch of matters for more
than one reason," said the
bench headed by Chief
Justice D Y Chandrachud.

The bench, also compris-
ing Justices J B Pardiwala
and Manoj Misra observed
that Section 124A (sedition)
of the IPC continues to re-
main in the statute book,
and even if the new bill be-
comes a law, there is a pre-
sumption that any new law
in the penal statute will
have prospective and not
retrospective effect.

Dantewada, Sep 12: 

The BJP on Tuesday rolled
out 'Parivartan Yatra' from
tribal-dominated Dantewada
in Chhattisgarh eyeing a
comeback in the upcoming as-
sembly polls, due later this
year. The Yatra was scheduled
to be launched by Union
Home Minister Amit Shah but
his visit was cancelled at the
last moment due to some ur-
gent reason, a party leader
said.

In the absence of Shah,
BJP's Chhattisgarh incharge
Om Mathur flagged off the
yatra after performing rituals
at the famous Maa
Danteshwari temple in

Dantewada town. The
Bharatiya Janata Party has
planned two Parivartan ya-
tras in poll-bound
Chhattisgarh. BJP chief JP

Nadda will launch the second
Yatra from Jashpur on
September 15.

The two yatras, which will
see 84 public meetings, 85

"swagat sabhas'' (welcome
gatherings) and seven road
shows, will culminate in
Bilaspur on the same day after
covering a distance of 2,989
km across 87 out of the total 90
assembly constituencies.

After offering rituals at
Danteshwari temple, Mathur,
Chhattisgarh BJP chief Arun
Sao, and other senior leaders
addressed a public rally at the
High School ground here be-
fore flagging off the Yatra.

Speaking at the rally, for-
mer chief minister Raman
Singh hit out at the Congress
government in Chhattisgarh
and claimed it has indulged in
corruption and looting people
for the last five years.

Imphal, Sep 12 (PTI): 
Manipur witness more violence
on Tuesday when unidentified
armed men, suspected to be
cadres of banned terror
groups, attacked people from
the tribal community on
Tuesday morning killing three
of them in Kangpokpi district,
officials said. The incident took
place between Ireng and
Karam Vaiphei villages in the
tribal-dominated Kanggui area,
located at the bordering dis-
tricts of West Imphal and
Kangpopki. The three persons
had started their journey from
Ponlen in Kangpopki district
and were proceeding towards
Lemakong using the hill road
when they were stopped by the
armed assailants at Ireng near
Singhda dam and gunned
down, the officials said, adding
automatic weapons were used
in the incident.

MATTER OF CONCERN

Nipah virus confirmed, central
team rushed to Kerala

People wear masks at a medical college after the Nipah virus
alert, in Kozhikode, Tuesday.

MANIPUR VIOLENCE

Three from tribal
community killed

Naxalite carrying Rs 1 lakh
bounty surrenders

Kunjam Mukka turned
himself in, citing disap-
pointment with the "inhu-
man" and "hollow" Maoist
ideology, Sukma
Superintendent of Police
Kiran Chavan said.
Mukka was the militia
commander of the out-
lawed organisation and
carried a reward of Rs 1
lakh on his head. He joined
the banned organisation
as a Bal Sangham member
in 2007. Mukka was al-
legedly involved in the
2017 Kottacheru ambush
attack on the security
forces, in which 12 CRPF
personnel were killed and
was also part of other inci-
dents of violence.

About the surrender....

NEW ELECTORAL RULES

‘Voters on poll duty to cast postal
ballot at facilitation centre only’

TMC MP Nusrat Jahan
questioned by ED

For 6 hours

SC refuses Govt plea, refers sedition
law plea to Constitution bench

CHAMBAL RIVERFRONT

Newly-developed Chambal riverfront following its inauguration by Rajasthan UDH
Minister Shanti Kumar Dhariwal, in Kota, Rajasthan, Tuesday.

Om Mathur flagged off  BJP Parivartan Yatra 

Kashmir’s ‘Shravan Kumar’ leaves
wife to take care of his ailing mother
Srinagar, Sep 12 (PTI): 

Farooq Ahmad is a regular
'chaiwala' who sells tea out-
side the old Saddar Court
Complex in Lal Chowk area
of the city but his dedication
and affection towards his ail-
ing mother makes him a
modern day 'Shravan
Kumar'.

Ahmad, a resident of
Batamaloo area here, brings
his mother Daulat Dee in a

wheelchair to his roadside
tea stall everyday as he takes
care of her with religious
zeal. "It is my religious obli-
gation to take care of my
mother as, for me, the para-
dise lies under her feet. The
God rewards those who are
able to take care of their
mother," he said as his moth-
er sat behind him. The tea
seller, who lost his father at
the age of 10, even sacrificed
his marital life to take care of

his mother. "My wife refused
to look after my mother. So,
we got separated four years
ago. Since then, I take my
mother along with me to my
tea stall as she is a heart pa-
tient and cannot stay alone at
home," he added.

Ahmad has decided not to
remarry till his mother is
alive. The tea seller said he
has two siblings a brother
and a sister who are married
and live separately else-

where. The mother has only
kind words for her favourite
son. "I remain here (the tea
stall) from morning till
evening. We go home togeth-
er...Farooq serves me well. I
go mad if he goes anywhere
without me," the woman in
her eighties said.

People, who deal with
Ahmad, like his milk suppli-
er Shakeel Ahmad said that
the tea seller is a role model
for today's youths.
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RRaaiippuurr,,  SSeepp  1122:: Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel on Tuesday
performed Bhoomipujan and
laid the foundation stone for
three significant projects
including ‘Commercial Hub,’
‘Aerocity,’ and ‘Shaheed
Smarak’ in Sector 35 of Atal
Nagar Nava Raipur. 

In his address on this
momentous occasion, Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
emphasized the significance
of the day, noting that it
marked the foundation stone
laying of the country’s largest
wholesale commercial market
in the Nava Raipur. This devel-
opment is expected to gener-
ate employment opportunities
for lakhs of people in the
state.

Chief Minister stated that
these Bhoomipujans, founda-
tion stone laying events, and
inaugurations are being car-
ried out with a future-oriented
perspective. The people of the
state had expectations from
us, and to fulfill these expecta-
tions, we have taken a signifi-
cant stride forward. Baghel
stressed that it is the govern-
ment’s responsibility to create

a conducive environment for
people to prosper, and they
have successfully done so for
the state’s farmers.
Additionally, efforts have been
made to enhance school edu-
cation, promote
Chhattisgarh’s rich culture,
and boost tourism within the
state.

Furthermore Baghel men-
tioned that the government is
actively working to foster an
environment favourable for
industrial growth. He encour-
aged industrialists to con-
tribute to making
Chhattisgarh’s Industrial
Policy the best in the country.
As a result of these efforts, the
state has witnessed an
increase in the number of
industries, leading to a boost
in employment opportunities
for its citizens.

Businessmen to get plots at
Rs 540 per sqft in Nava
Raipur’s Commercial Hub

During the programme, CM
Bhupesh Baghel responded to
the demands of the business
community by making a signif-
icant announcement. He
declared that commercial
plots would be allocated to
businessmen in the

Commercial Hub of Nava
Raipur at the rate of Rs 540 per
sqft. Additionally, he men-
tioned that the state govern-
ment would bear the addition-
al cost required for the con-
struction of the Commercial
Hub due to this announce-
ment. While presiding over the
programme, Housing and
Environment Minister
Mohammad Akbar stated that
the Chhattisgarh Government,

under the leadership of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel, is
actively working to ensure
economic stability for the
common people. He stressed
that the government’s fore-
most priority is to create
employment opportunities,
thus ensuring continuous
development in Chhattisgarh.

The ‘Commercial Hub’ is
being developed in an area
spanning 1083 acres within

sectors 23, 24, 34, 35, and 40
of Nava Raipur, with the goal
of promoting investment and
commercial activities.
Similarly, to improve passen-
ger facilities, stimulate com-
mercial growth in the airport
vicinity, and generate employ-
ment opportunities, ‘Aerocity’
is being established in a desig-
nated 216.63-acre area near
Swami Vivekananda Airport in
the villages of Baroda and
Ramchandi. The ‘Shaheed
Smarak’ is being established
in the VIP Battalion in the vil-
lage Parsada (Sector-3) in
Nava Raipur, covering an area
of 13 acres. Present at the
event were Panchayat and
Rural Development Minister
Shri Ravindra Choubey, MLA
Shri Dhanendra Sahu, Chief
Minister’s Special Advisor Dr
Rakesh Gupta, and office bear-
ers of Chhattisgarh Chamber
of Commerce.

Industries in the state are getting a more
favourable environment: Baghel

Businessmen to get
plots at Rs 540 per
sqft in Nava
Raipur’s
Commercial Hub

CM lays foundation
stones for
‘Commercial Hub,’
‘Aerocity,’ and
‘Shaheed Smarak’
in Nava Raipur

RRaaiippuurr,,  SSeepp  1122::  Congress in the
state is going to stage ‘Rail
Roko Andolan’ in all districts to
protest against frequent can-
cellation of many trains by the
Modi government and inordi-
nate delay in movement of
many trains through Howrah-
Mumbai route via Raipur and
causing lots of incoveniences
to the passengers. The place
where there is no railway track,
there the demonstration will be
held and memorandum will be
submitted to the District
Collector.

PCC Chief and LS MP
Deepak Baij charged that the
Centre’s attitude related to
Railways is anti-people. He
charged that the Modi govern-
ment is conspiring to close
down passengers trains and
railway facilities for common
men. Trains all over the country
are being cancelled and with
no formal declaration about
cancellation, the passengers
had to cancel their tour. Set

aside this many a trains are
running not only 1-2 hours late,
but by even 1-2 days. From this
working system of Modi gov-
ernment towards the railway, it
appears as if they are conspir-
ing for privatisation of the
most reliable source of trans-
portation for common men in
the country. The Modi govern-
ment has left the country’s
most convenient and cheapest
of all transport i:e railways as
subject of ridicule. The people
who generally books their rail-
way tickets two-three months
in advance lands in soup due to
sudden cancellation of train
and having no other alternative
for travel at the last moment,
they had to cancel their well-
chalked out travel plan and are
left with no option but to curse
the railway and its administra-
tion. It is more than last 3 years
that the sudden cancellation of
trains is going on in the railways.
PCC Chief Deepak Baij the erst-
while government at the Centre
used to run the railways for con-
venience of general public and to
which the Modi government has
now transformed into looting the
public. The railways have

stopped many a facilities provid-
ed to passengers earlier and the
facilities to seniors, aged, dis-
abled and youths have been
withdrawn. By stopping selling
of ticket from railway station,
the cost of tickets have been
increased manifold. Baij charged
that the Modi government has
become so inhuman and irre-
sponsible that many a Express
trains are cancelled mid-way
before its actual destination.
Prior to independence, railway
was the most important source
of travel and to which the Modi
government has destroyed it.

PCC Chief charged that the
BJP MPs of the Modi government
by remaining silent have added
more pain and woes to that of
general public and the burden of
inactiveness of the 9 MPs from
state is being borne by 2 crore
people of the state. 

BJP MPs have never stood in
favour or support of problems
being faced by railway passen-
gers of the state and in the last
few months, around 2600
trains have been cancelled and
due to which the passengers
had to face maximum 
problems. 

Modi govt conspiring to privatise railways: Baij
Congress to hold ‘rail
roko andolan’ today
in all districts of state

Raipur, Sep 12: The BJP
leaders and workers
under leadership of BJP
District Prsident Raipur
(urban) Jayanti Patel
gherao the Zone-9 of RMC
in support of their vari-
ous demands and submit-
ted memorandum to the
Zone Commissioner.
They warned that if the
demands are not fulfilled
soon, they will lockout
the Zone office. With
cases of Dengue on the
rise in city and potholes
all over the capital city,
with demand for perma-
nent lease of land and
lack of cleaning in city
and lack of solution to
waterlogging that the
BJP is carrying out
gherao of RMC Zone of-
fices from 1-9.

Prominent among the
demands against which
BJP gheraoed Zone-9 of
RMC included demand
for fogging and spraying
of anti-larvae in all
wards for prevention of
Dengue; levelling of all
city roads with tarring

where digging has been
done and potholes are
left in open; permanent
land lease to slum people
residing in slum locali-
ties; proper planning for
prevention of mosquito
menace in city; proper
arrangements for
‘swachch water’; proper
solution to stray cattle
and dogs and to increase
pace of Amrut Mission
Scheme, so as to provide
solution to general pub-
lic. Among those who
gheraoed Zone-9 of RMC
included Rajesh Munat,
Jayanti Patel, Ashok
Pandey, RK Agrawal,
Prafulla Vishwakarma,
Gowardhan Khandelwal,
Channi Verma, Seema
Santosh Sahu, Vinod
Agrawal, Satyam Duba,
Ashu Chandravanshi,
Gopi Sahu, Amit
Meshari, Khem Kumar
Sen, Krishna Sahu,
Vikram Thakur, Gajju
Sahu, Anand Nishad, B
Srinwas Rao, Omprakash
Sahu, Bajrang
Khaldelwal and others.

BJP gherao Zone-9 against 8 point demands

Raipur, Sep 12: The 4th
Framework Working Group
meeting under India’s
Presidency of G-20 has been
scheduled on  September 18-
19 in Raipur. National and
international partners will
also be participating in this
meeting. The Reserve Bank
of India is co-hosting the fi-
nance track in these meet-
ings. In this context,
Reserve Bank of India is or-
ganising ‘Jan Bhagidari’
events from September 12-
16, 2023. Under the first ‘Jan

Bhagidari’, event, which
was organised on
September 12, 2023, a paint-
ing competition on the
theme of ‘G20 Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam’ and a slogan
writing competition on
‘Digital Banking’ were con-
ducted. This competition
was organized at Deendayal
Upadhyay Auditorium,
Raipur.

More than 350 school
children participated in the
event. Differently-abled
children also participated
enthusiastically in the pro-
gram. RBI Deputy General
Manager Mohan Rawat;
District Education Officer,
Raipur, Himanshu
Bharatiya were also pres-
ent in this program.

RBI organises painting competition 
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Raipur, Sep 12: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
performed bhoomipujan of
the new Chhattisgarh
Krishi Bhavan today. This
Krishi Bhavan will be built
on 3.14 acres at a cost of Rs
49 crore 50 lakh in Sector
19 of Nava Raipur. After
performing the rituals,
Chief Minister laid the
foundation stone of the
new Krishi Bhavan and
prayed to Mother Earth for
the prosperity of the state
as well as of the farmers.
Baghel also planted the
sapling of Swarn Champa
in the premises earmarked
for Chhattisgarh Krishi
Bhawan. On this occasion,
Chief Minister asked the
officials of Agriculture

Department about the con-
struction of the new
Krishi Bhavan and took in-
formation about the facili-
ties that will be provided to
the farmers after the con-
struction is complete.

At the program,
Agriculture Development
and Farmers Welfare,
Biotechnology Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu,
Panchayat and Rural
Development Minister
Ravindra Choubey,
Chhattisgarh Building and
Other Construction
Workers Board President

Sushil Sunny Aggarwal,
Chief Minister’s Advisor
Pradeep Sharma,
Agriculture Production
Commissioner Dr.
Kamalpreet Singh,
Managing Director
Godhan NYAY Mission Dr.
Fakir Ayaz Tamboli,
Inspector General of
Police Ratan Lal Dangi,
Director Agriculture and
Livestock  Chandan
Tripathi, Deputy
Secretary Tulika Prajapati
and officers and employees
of the department were
present. It is noteworthy

that the five-storey
‘Chhattisgarh Krishi
Bhawan’ will be construct-
ed on 3.14 acres in Sector-
19 of Nava Raipur. Krishi
Bhavan will house all the
departments related to
agriculture - Directorate of
Agriculture, Agricultural
Engineering, Horticulture
and Field Forestry,
Watershed Management,
Livestock Development,
Fisheries. The offices of
the Agriculture Minister
and Agriculture
Production Commissioner
will also be established in
the building.

The construction of
Integrated Agriculture
Building will enhance the
coordination between the
supporting institutions of
the department, which will
speed up the agricultural
development work and ex-
pedite the resolution of
farmers’ grievances. In fu-
ture, Krishi Bhavan will be
developed as an
‘Integrated Resource
Centre’ for the develop-
ment of agriculture sector.

CM Baghel lays foundation
of Ch’garh Krishi Bhavan 

In Nava Raipur

Well-furnished
Krishi Bhavan to be
built at a cost of 
Rs 49.50 cr on 3.14
acres of land in
Sector 19

Raipur, Sep 12: The
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Government, under the
leadership of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
has officially sanctioned
an increased honorarium
for sanitation workers,
known as Swachhata
Didis, who are actively in-
volved in the Mission
Clean City Scheme within
Municipal Corporations,
Municipalities, and
Nagar Panchayats. This
decision will follow Chief
Minister Baghel’s an-
nouncement made on
August 15, 2023,

Independence Day and
will take effect from
September 2023 and 

The state government
has allocated a substan-
tial sum of Rs 79.76 cr.
This allocation is intend-
ed to support 9232 workers
for the forthcoming year,
spanning from October 1,
2023, to September 30,
2024, with each worker re-
ceiving Rs 7200 as part of
their honorarium.

The Urban
Administration and
Development Department
has issued an official
order to implement this
decision. Moreover, the
UAD Department has
urged urban bodies to
promptly take necessary
actions to secure the re-
maining funds required to
fulfill their financial obli-
gations for the fiscal year
2023-24, particularly with
regard to Octroi compen-
sation items.

State govt increases honorarium
of Swachhta Didi for 1 yr term
Approves Rs 79.76 cr
in consonance with
the CM’s announce-
ment

CM’s announcement
comes into effect
from Sept 2023

Raipur, Sep 12: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
today inaugurated the new
office building of the
Chhattisgarh State
Agricultural Marketing
(CSAMB (Mandi) Board in
Nava Raipur. On this occa-
sion, he announced that the
building would be named
after Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel. The office of the Seed
Corporation will also oper-
ate in this building, con-
structed at a cost of Rs 40
crore in Sector 24 of Nava
Raipur. Various agricul-
ture-related activities will
be conducted from this
building, which is built on
an area of approximately 1
lakh 58 thousand square
feet, which will benefit the
farmers.

While addressing the in-
auguration ceremony, Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
said that they are expand-
ing the market in the state
for the convenience of the
farmers. About 1.25 lakh
metric tonnes of paddy are
to be purchased in the state.

Keeping this in mind,
paddy collection centers are
also being developed as
markets. He said that the
cultivation of millets is also
being continuously encour-
aged in the state, and they
are being purchased at the
support price.

As a result of farmer-
friendly policies in the
state, inclination towards
farming has increased in
the Bastar region. Earlier,
there was almost no veg-
etable production in Bastar;
now, the area of vegetable
production has increased
considerably here. The
Chief Minister said that it
has been the government’s
continuous endeavor to en-
sure that farmers get the
right price for their pro-
duce. At present, the reduc-
tion in rice procurement for
the Central Pool by the
Central Government is an
injustice to the farmers.
Now the rule of purchasing

paddy through the biomet-
ric method is being imple-
mented by the Central
Government.

New way to harass the
farmers

On this occasion, School
Education Minister
Ravindra Choubey said
that with the formation of
the government in the state,
revolutionary changes are
continuously taking place
in the field of agriculture.
The state government will
now purchase 20 quintals of
paddy from farmers. Last
year, Rs 1 lakh 75 thousand
crore was given to the
farmers for their produce.
The economic condition of
farmers has strengthened
due to the farmer-friendly
schemes of the govern-
ment. In the program,
Tamradhwaj Sahu said
that new resources are
being adopted for the
progress of farmers in the
agricultural state. With the

construction of the new
Mandi Bhawan, all the
Mandi members of the
state will now have ease in
their work. He also talked
about fulfilling the various
demands made by the
Mandi Committee mem-
bers as soon as possible.

In the ceremony, Chief
Minister’s Advisor
Pradeep Sharma,
Chairman and Committee
members of all the Mandi
Boards of the state,
Agriculture Production
Commissioner and
Secretary Kamalpreet
Singh, Managing Director
of Mandi Board Yashwant
Kumar, IG Ratan Lal
Dangi, Managing Director
of Godhan Nyay Mission
Dr. Ayyaj Fakirbhai
Tamboli, Director of
Agriculture and Livestock
Chandan Tripathi, Deputy
Secretary Tulika Prajapati,
and a large number of citi-
zens were present.

CM inaugurates new office building of the CSAMB
New Mandi Board
building will be
named after Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Sep 12: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
inaugurated the Ram Van
Gaman tourism circuit in
Nagri-Sihawa of
Dhamtari district, aimed
at preserving and develop-
ing the sites related to
Lord Shri Ram. This part
of the Ram Van Gaman

tourism circuit, developed
at a cost of Rs. 9.61 crores,
features a 30-foot white
statue of Lord Shri Ram.
Following the inaugura-
tion, the Chief Minister
joined the Karneshwar
Ramayana Mahotsav in
Sihawa, celebrating the sa-
cred land’s rich cultural
heritage.

During the Ramayana

Mahotsav, the Chief
Minister emphasised the
ideals of Ramrajya, where
everyone receives respect
and equal opportunities.
He highlighted the state
government’s commit-
ment to drawing inspira-
tion from Lord Shri Ram
to ensure respect and op-
portunities for all citizens.
The state government is

actively engaged in uplift-
ing the economic status of
farmers and labourers,
generating better employ-
ment opportunities, and
ensuring the purchase of
20 quintals of paddy per
acre from farmers, regard-
less of any challenges that
may arise.

The Chief Minister
highlighted the develop-
ment of locations tra-
versed by Lord Shri Ram
in Chhattisgarh, starting
with Mata Kaushalya’s sa-
cred place in Chandkhuri.
He shared the state gov-
ernment’s plans to select
and develop 10 locations
across the state as part of
the Ram Van Gaman
tourism circuit.
Additionally, he men-
tioned that the state gov-
ernment has organised
the nation’s first National
Ramayana Mahotsav. He
also shared the state gov-
ernment’s ongoing devel-
opment efforts in Sihawa

city, focusing on places as-
sociated with Lord Shri
Ram.

Home and Tourism
Minister Tamradhwaj
Sahu shared the state gov-
ernment’s investment of
Rs. 162 crore in the devel-
opment of the Ram Van
Gaman tourism circuit
across the entire state. The
state government has im-
plemented a tourism poli-
cy to boost the sector, at-
tract tourists, and promote
overall regional develop-
ment. The Chief Minister
inaugurated a coffee table
book prepared for the
National Festival.
Additionally, he handed
over a cheque of Rs. 5000
each to the following cul-
tural groups: Ramsiya
Manas Mandali of
Kotgaon; Ramsiya Manas
Mandali of Kurud;
Jagatrani Manas Parivar
of Nagri; Jai Tulsi Manas
Parivar of Kanker; and
Bastariya Manas Mandal

of Kondagaon, for the pur-
chase of musical instru-
ments. The Chief Minister
also honoured the
renowned devotional
singer Anup Jalota, who
attended the festival.

Chairman of the
Chhattisgarh Gau Seva
Aayog Mahant
Ramsundar Das, MLA
Sihawa and Deputy
Chairman of the Central
Region Tribal
Development Authority
Dr. Lakshmi Dhruv, Mayor
of Dhamtari Municipal
Corporation Vijay
Dewangan, Chairman of
the Chhattisgarh
Advisory Board on
Disability  Mohan
Lalwani, Vice President of
the Zila Panchayat Nishu
Chandrakar, IG Arif
Shaikh, Collector Rituraj
Raghuvanshi, SP
Prashant Thakur, and var-
ious public representa-
tives and officials were
present.

State govt is following the ideals of Ramrajya: CM
CM Baghel unveiled a
30-foot statue of Lord
Shri Ram in Sihawa

Constructed as a part
of the Ram Van Gaman
tourism circuit

State govt carried out
beautification work
worth Rs. 9.61 cr on the
Ram Van Gaman
tourism circuit in
Nagri-Sihawa of
Dhamtari district

Raipur, Sep 12:
Chhattisgarh Governor
Biswabhusan Harichandan
attended a land rights and
land donation discussion,
which was held at Jaydev
Bhawan in Bhubaneswar in
collaboration with Vinoba
Seva Sansthan, to mark Saint
Vinoba Bhave’s 129th birth
anniversary on Monday.
Chhattisgarh Governor
Biswabhusan Harichandan
inaugurated the event as the
Chief Guest, remembering
Acharya Vinoba Bhave’s re-
markable contributions to
the Bhoodan movement. In
his address, he mentioned
Bhaveji as a unique revolu-
tionary and prominent
leader, emphasising his patri-
otism, unwavering determi-

nation, and independent
thinking. Bhaveji dedicated
his life to the welfare of the
marginalised and homeless,
and followed the footsteps of
Gandhiji in the pursuit of the
independence of India. The
Governor highlighted
Bhaveji’s extensive work for
the underprivileged and his
unwavering commitment to
spreading Gandhiji’s ideals.
He further stated that Bhaveji
embodied Gandhian princi-
ples in both thought and ac-
tion, perpetuating their lega-
cy.

Acharya Vinoba Bhaveji’s
legacy is marked by his pro-
found impact on landless in-
dividuals through the
Bhoodan movement. His tire-
less efforts, travelling on foot
throughout the nation, result-
ed in providing lakhs of acres
of donated irrigated land and
sustenance to countless
homeless individuals, effec-
tively combating poverty.
Recognised as a revered revo-
lutionary, he is remembered
for his transformative ac-
tions. Governor
Biswabhusan Harichandan

emphasised that revolution
entails public awakening,
drawing parallels to Vinoba
Ji’s dedication to the rights of
the poor and oppressed. To re-
alise Vinobaji’s vision, the
youth and citizens must raise
awareness and support the
work carried out for the mar-
ginalized. He urged the peo-
ple to undergo a revolution of
awareness, inspiring the
youth to embrace Vinobaji’s
ideals. Reflecting on
Vinobaji’s significance,
Governor Biswabhusan
Harichandan mentioned that
without independent
thinkers like Vinobaji, such
monumental achievements
would not have been possible.

Former Odisha Minister
and MLA Prafulla Samal,
MLA Mohammad Mokim,
former Union Minister Braja
Kishore Tripathy, and other
dignitaries were present.

Saint Vinoba Bhaveji dedicated his life to the welfare
of the marginalised and homeless: Guv

Following the footsteps
of Gandhiji

Hajjan Azeem Bee
R a i p u r :
H a j j a n
Azeem Bee,
R / o
M a h a v i r
N a g a r ,

breathed her last here
on Tuesday. She was 85.
She was cremated at
Byron Bazar cemetery
after ‘Namaze Isha’.
She was W/o Late
Abdul Rashid Khan
and mother of Abdul
Gani, Sami Abdul
Shafi, Mohammed Rafi
(Director Sumit
Advertiser), Ayub and
Sikandar (Director-The
Signage).

OBITUARY

RRaaiippuurr,,  SSeepp  1122::  Rotary Club Of
Raipur Cosmo Divas is organis-
ing the World’s Most
Subscribed Mentalist show
“Suhani Shah’s Chamatkar” on
September 17, 2023 Sunday at
Maharaja Agrasen
International College (MAIC),
Raipur. This club has been
formed on June 2022.. In a very
short span of time this club has
done many noteworthy proj-

ects. 
This Club is into many social

activities like Blood Donation
Camp for thalassemia kids,
Tree Plantation, Crowning
Glory (Hair Donation for
Cancer Patients) where adults
as well as Kids are participat-
ing actively, Oral Health
Awareness Camp , Kite Fest,
and many more. Club President
Richhi Agarwal & Secretary
Shailja Jain said Suhani Shah is
one of the biggest names in the
magic industry with an experi-
ence of over 2 decades of per-
forming over 5000 shows.
Program Chairpersons  Swati
Maloo,  Ankita Farmania and
Divya Singhania said that this
is a really nice event and has
encouraged youngsters to par-
ticipate. 

Rotary Club to host ‘Mentalist Show’ on Sep 17

BBiillaassppuurr//RRaaiippuurr,,  SSeepp  1122:: Under
directions of National Legal
Services Authority and under
guidance of  Chief Justice and
Patron in Chief of Chhattisgarh
State Legal Services Authority,
Justice Ramesh Sinha and direc-
tives of  Justice Goutam Bhaduri,
Executive Chairman, CGSLSA,
National Lok Adalat was organ-
ized across all District Courts,
Tehsil Courts, Family Courts,
Forum, Tribunal, Permanent Lok
Adalat, Revenue Courts and
High Court within the State on
09th September 2023 and com-
poundable cases were disposed
with mutual understanding and
settlement between parties. The
said National Lok Adalat was
organized with appearance of
parties both in virtual as well as

physical mode along with
Special Sitting of Magistrates
for disposal of cases related to
petty offences.  In present
National Lok Adalat 4,30,095 Pre
litigation cases and 42,082 pend-
ing cases were settled under
mutual terms of compromise
across different Courts in which
total award of 1,35,28,66,993
was passed. Similarly 78 cases

were settled by three benches of
High Court, Bilaspur in which
total award of 1,30,38,000 was
passed.  

It is pertinent to mention that
the proceedings of National Lok
Adalat on 09th September 2023
were also inspected by
Executive Chairman Justice
Goutam Bhaduri at District Durg
and Bemetara and Judicial

Officers, Lawyers, Litigants,
officer of Financial Institutions
were encouraged to participate
and settle more and more num-
ber of cases in National Lok
Adalat. He also stressed upon
providing benefit in cases per-
taining to Women, Children and
Undertrials through necessary
Legal Assistance.   

During such visit of  Executive
Chairman at Durg, a matter of
theft was settled in Court of
JMFC, wherein complainant
studying at Bihar due to his aca-
demic curriculum was unable to
physically secure his presence
before Court, hence securing his
presence through Video
Conferencing and ensuring iden-
tification through his Aadhar
Card and Photo annexed under

Statement of Sec. 161 CrPC, the
case was settled.  Similarly dur-
ing visit at Family Court by
Executive Chairman, in a matter
pending before Court of
Principal Judge, Family Court,
Durg concerning petition of
divorce between husband and
wife who were residing sepa-
rately for past four years, how-
ever with intervention and coun-
seling of Executive Chairman
and Presiding Officer, the said
couple agreed to reunite and live
together setting aside their dif-
ferences.     National Lok Adalat
in organized under the aegis of
NALSA across all Courts within
the country and next upcoming
National Lok Adalat for the year
2023 is scheduled to be held on
09th December 2023.

National Lok Adalat settles 4,30,095 pre-litigation and 42,082 pending cases 

Raipur, Sep 12:
“Sangathan-2023” a two-
week long major event was
inaugurated with the
Lighting of the Torch by
the Vice-Chancellor Prof.
(Dr.) Piyush Kant Pandey
and the initiation of a
torch rally by student
sports coordinators,
amidst loud cheering and
a large gathering of facul-
ty and students at the
Amity University
Chhattisgarh, Raipur.

VC, Professor Pandey
inspired the students with
his charming remarks and
urged them to compete in
the Sangathan matches
with competitive zeal. He
told youngsters that win-
ning and losing are both a
part of sports and that
they should be respected
in the tradition of
Sangathan. He also

thanked the students for
performing in ‘Sangathan’
and sharing their talents
with the community. All
the student and faculty
sports coordinators took
an oath, which was admin-
istered by Vice Chancellor
Prof. Pandey.

The students participa-
tion in Sangathan, a com-
petition featuring multiple

sports, was met with ex-
citement and enthusiasm.
Indoor (Carrom, Table
Tennis, Chess, etc.) and
outdoor (Athletics,
Badminton, Basketball,
Kabaddi, Volleyball, etc.)
sports competitions for
men and women are
planned. A friendly
Cricket was played be-
tween the Amity

University Raipur Staff
and that of the Adani
Power Limited, Tilda as an
opening event.

“Sangathan-2023” will
culminate at a mega event
where the students from
all the campuses of Amity
in India and abroad will be
showcasing their sports
and cultural talents at
New Delhi.

Annual sports meet ‘Sangathan-2023’ begins 
At Amity University 



Mumbai, Sep 12 (PTI): 

A magistrate court
here on Tuesday can-
celled a non-bailable war-
rant (NBW) issued
against NCP leader and
former Maharashtra
minister Nawab Malik in
a defamation complaint
filed against him by BJP
worker Mohit Bharatiya
in 2021.

The matter has been
adjourned to October 25
for recording of evidence.

A d d i t i o n a l
Metropolitan Magistrate
S B Kale (Mazgaon court)
last month issued the
NBW against Malik for
failing to appear before
the court.

The NBW was can-
celled after the former
state minister marked his
presence before the court
on Tuesday.

In October 2021,
Bharatiya filed a com-
plaint against Malik for
allegedly making “base-
less comments” in con-
nection with the
Narcotics Control
Bureau’s (NCB) cruise
drug seizure case, in
which Bollywood super-
star Shah Rukh Khan’s
son Aryan Khan was ar-
rested.

He had sought registra-

tion of offence against
Malik under Indian Penal
Code sections 499
(defamation) and 500
(punishment for defama-
tion).

Bharatiya in his com-
plaint alleged that Malik,
in a press conference on
the NCB’s action, had
“purposefully and inten-
tionally defamed” him
and his brother-in-law
Rishab Sachdev.

In the complaint,
Bharatiya alleged that
Malik grossly misused
his dominant position to
defame him and his fami-
ly with highly speculative
statements without any
evidence to substantiate
his malicious claims.

The Enforcement
Directorate arrested
Malik in February 2022 in
a case allegedly linked to
the activities of fugitive
gangster Dawood
Ibrahim and his associ-
ates.

Malik is currently out
on interim bail granted to
him last month on med-
ical grounds by the
Supreme Court.

SShhiimmllaa,,  SSeepp  1122  ((PPTTII))::
Apples and peas are being
transported by a ropeway
in Himachal Pradesh’s

Kinnnaur after a major land-
slide blocked the national high-
way connecting the district to
state capital Shimla.
After the successful trial of the
ropeway (span) on Monday,

apples, peas and other crops
would be transported through
the ropeway at Negulsari free
of cost so that the produce
reaches the markets and no
loss is caused to farmers,
Revenue and Horticulture
Minister Jagat Singh Negi said
on Tuesday.
Negi, who is also the sitting

Congress MLA from Kinnaur,
said over 20 apple-laden trucks
have been diverted from Kaza-
Kunzum road.
The ropeway has been set up

at Krampa in Negulsari to
Dhumti on Chaura-Rupi link
road.
Machinery has been deployed
on both sides of the landslide-

hit road and majority of the
stretch has been cleared but
the rocky 70-metre path is cre-
ating hindrance as the slide is
continuing, he told PTI. The

minister also directed officials
to arrange for transportation of
all essential items so that there
is no inconvenience caused to
the people of Kinnaur.
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Court cancels NBW
against Nawab Malik

Apples, peas from Kinnaur being transported through ropeway
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Bhilai, Sep 12: 

Team of Utai Police
Station succeeded to solve
a blind murder mystery
within 24 hours. The mur-
der was an outcome of
extra marital affairs. The
accused murdered a lady
after an affair of two
years.

While addressing media
persons here at the Police
Control Room on Tuesday,
SP Shalabh Sinha in-
formed that on Tuesday
morning they received in-
formation about a body
lying near Kargadih in
Mahuari Bhatha. Utai
Police immediately
reached the spot and the
deceased was identified as
Jamuna Bai Goswami, a
resident of Adarsh Nagar,
Utai. Under the supervi-
sion of Additional
Superintendent of Police
(Rural) Anant Kumar
Sahu and SDOP (Patan)
Devansh Singh Rathore,
the team of Utai Police
Station led by Inspector
Kapil Dev Pandey and
Machandur Chowki
Incharge Purushottam
Kurre conducted teh
crime scene investigation.

They quizzed the family
members and neighbours
of the deceased. Police
came to know that the de-
ceased Jamuna Bai had a
love affair with Yashwant
Sahu of Purai, who
worked as a mason con-
tractor.

Police searched for him
and soon he was taken into
custody. During interroga-
tion, he confessed to
killing Jamuna Bai. He
disclosed that Jamuna Bai
Goswami worked with
him as a labourer for the
past two years.
Meanwhile, they started
liking each other and en-
tered into a love affair.

Soon, Yashwant’s wife
Damini Sahu came to
know about this illicit re-
lationship. About a year
ago while working at a site
in Purai, Damini Sahu
spoke to Yashwant and
Jamuna Bai and tried to
explain to them. Later,
Damini left Yashwant
about four months ago and
returned to her maternal
house in village Bhotipar.
Since then, Yashwant was
in constant stress. On the
other hand, Jamuna Bai
was repeatedly contacting
him on mobile. She insist-
ed on meeting her and also
asked for money.
Yashwant got upset and

planned to kill Jamuna
Bai. Yashwant purchased
a razor blade and kept it in
his wallet. They decided to
meet on September 11
around 19:00 hrs near
Mahuari Bhatha Kargadih
Mill.

Yashwant reached there
on foot and met Jamuna
Bai, who was waiting in
the fields with an empty
bucket. When Yashwant
asked about the bucket,
Jamuna replied that she
had come out of the house
on the excuse of attending
nature’s call. When
Jamuna demanded Rs
4000, Yashwant got irked
and strangled her with a

stole. Jamuna Bai resisted
and scratched his face.
Due to strangulation, she
became unconscious and
fell down. Yashwant took
out a blade and inflicted
injuries on Jamuna Bai’s
neck. He wiped the blood
off his hand with the stole
of Jamuna Bai and threw
the blade there only. He re-
turned home and went to
bed. The accused was ar-
rested and sent on judicial
remand.

Inspector Kapil Dev
Pandey (SHO, Utai), Sub
Inspector Purushottam
Kurre, ASI Manhohan
Sahu, ASI Neman Singh
Sahu, ASI Mohd
Sharifuddin Shaikh, ASI
Rajkumar Deshmukh,
Head Constable Hemant
Chandel, Bhishma
Narayan Sahu, Constable
Vijay Kurre, Dushyant
Lahare, Jagendra Sahu,
Chumman Hari Netam,
ASI Chandrashekhar
Soni, Head Constable
Roman Sonwani, Sagir
Khan, Constable
Rajkumar Chandra,
Meghraj Chelak, Ashwini
Yadu and Ajay Dhimar
played a vital role in solv-
ing the case.

Police solves blind murder
mystery within 24 hours

Bhilai, Sep 12: 

Twenty representatives
of Bhilai Shramik Sabha
and Chhattisgarh
Engineering led by HS
Mishra attended 11th
National Conference of
Steel Metal and
Engineering Workers
Federation of India
(SMEFI) held at Durgapur.
HMS National General
Secretary Harbhajan
Singh Sidhu was the chief
guest while SMEFI
President SD Tyagi
presided over. The
National Executive of
SMEFI unanimously re-
elected their President SD
Tyagi and General
Secretary Sanjay
Wadhavkar. They will
make appointments on the

remaining posts. General
Secretary Sanjay
Wadhavkar presented the
annual report and account
statement. He emphasised
on creating public aware-
ness among the common
people against the anti-
labour policies of the gov-
ernment. He provided a
detailed description of six
demands being raised by
SMEFI.

The demands include
immediate recruitments
against the vacant posts
within the government,
semi-government, central
and state-owned indus-
tries; instead of outsourc-
ing; stop privatizing gov-
ernment industries; pro-
vide legal protection and
social security to the work-
ers in the unorganized sec-

tor and implementing an
all-inclusive Law; After
the abolition of the con-
tractual system, the
Contract Labour
(Regulation and Abolition)
Act 1970 should be amend-
ed and a provision should
be made to convert the ex-
isting labourers into regu-

lar labourers; to reduce
the increasing unemploy-
ment, work should be
given. If you cannot work,
then unemployment al-
lowance should be given;
Women’s labour force
should be promoted and
they should be given equal
pay for equal work and a

safe environment should
be created for women in
the workplace and society.

On the second day, all
the leaders shared their
views on various issues.
Harbhajan Singh Sidhu,
SMEFI President SD
Tyagi, General Secretary
Sanjay Wadhavkar,

Executive President
Rajendra Singh, HS
Mishra, Vidyadhar Rane,
Sanjot Wadhavkar,
Surendra Lal, Ravindra
Singh, Shashadhar Nayak,
Umashankar Mishra,
Ravindra Pratap Singh
and labour leader from
Bhilai - Trilok Mishra con-
demned the decision of
the Central Government
to sell the Nagarnar Steel
Plant of Chhattisgarh.

Devendra Kumar Singh,
SMEFI special invitee
from Bhilai Shramik
Sabha, said that there is a
lot of resentment among
the BSP workers due to
delay in finalisation of
pending issues of wage re-
vision including arrears of
39 months. SMEFI
Organization Secretary

Prem Singh Chandel sug-
gested that elections
should be conducted
through ballot boxes in-
stead of EVMs.

Bhilai Shramik Sabha
President HS Mishra con-
gratulated Durgapur HMS
Union President Sukata
Rakshit and his entire
team for successfully or-
ganizing the convention.
HS Mishra Prem Singh
Chandel, Devendra Kumar
Singh, J Jogendra Rao, JK
Gahine, HN Bharti, Savitri
Mishra, Gayatri Sahu, VK
Patel, Dhaniram Sonwani,
Tikaram Sahu, PK
Saudagar, Chinnayya,
Trilok Mishra, Anu
Kumar, Kanna Rao, Shiv
Kumar and Durgesh
Prasad from Bhilai attend-
ed the convention.

SMEFI emphasises on public awareness against anti-labour policiesAK Srivastava

Bhilai: Retired HSCL ex-
ecutive AK Srivastava left
for heavenly abode on
Monday. Funeral proces-
sion was taken out from
his residence situated at
Qr No 7B, Street 7, Sector 7
and last rites of the mortal
remains were performed
at Ramnagar Muktidham.
He was the father of Nidhi
Srivastava, Pooja
Srivastava, Monika
Srivastava and Deepika
Srivastava.

Obituary

Bhilai, Sep 12: 

On Tuesday, 1,425 houses
in the township were sur-
veyed and intensive
Spraying and fogging were
carried out under Dengue
Prevention Campaign at as
many as 98 houses. For the
possibility of Mosquito
Larvae breeding, stagnant
water sources were in-
spected at 1,170 spots. 163
houses were found with

spots having mosquito lar-
vae, which were cleaned
and sprayed with medi-
cines along with
Temephos distribution at
748 houses. Oiling, spray-
ing of medicines in the
backline, fogging with
portable mist blower ma-
chines etc., along with
pamphlet distribution and
loudspeaker announce-
ments were also done in
Sectors-2, 5, 8, 9 and

Hospital Sector areas to
raise awareness. Similar
operations were also done
at specific areas in
Sectors-6, 10 Zonal Market,
New and Old Civic Centre.
Strict warnings were is-
sued to those individuals
at whose premises mosqui-
to larvae were found.

Here it needs a mention
that in view of the rising
cases of dengue in Durg
and Bhilai, the Public

Health Department, under
the TSD of SAIL-BSP and
Durg Malaria Eradication
Department, of
Government of
Chhattisgarh is jointly
running an intense
Dengue and other mosqui-
to-borne diseases preven-
tion campaign in the
Township. All Bhilai resi-
dents have been requested
to keep a strict vigil and
make collective efforts to

check mosquito infesta-
tion around them. The res-
idents are requested to ad-
here to special precaution-
ary measures. BSP’s
Public Health Department
has made an appeal to the

common public to take
precautionary measures at
individual as well as col-
lective levels to

ensure everyone’s safety.
M o s q u i t o - B r e e d i n g
Checkers have also been

hired by the Plant’s Public
Health Department on pay-
ment-basis from Durg
Malaria Eradication
Department since June 13,

2023. The Breeding
Checkers are visiting door-
to-door and inspecting
mosquito larvae and
spraying medicines, be-
sides making people aware
of prevention and precau-
tionary measures of mos-
quito-borne diseases.

Dengue Prevention Campaign continues, 1,425 houses covered in township area

Bhilai, Sep 12: 

A Lecture on Mission
Millet organised in Shri
S h a n k a r a c h a r y a
Mahavidyalaya in associa-
tion with Hemchand
Yadav University Durg.
The chief guest of the pro-
gramme was Dr Aruna
Palta Vice Chancellor,
Hemchand Yadav
University.

The session started with
the welcome speech by
College Principal Dr
Archana Jha. She ex-
plained that the motive be-
hind the Millet library in-
augurated in the college is
to make aware the staff
about different millets
through literature and  de-
tailed recipes.

She informed that the
college has established
Dietary Club and every
Saturday we have millets
served in lunch that is pre-
pared by the college staff
with the help of non-teach-
ing staff of college. Dr
Prashant Srivastava,

Dean, Student Welfare,
shared the reason why this
college was selected for
Mission and said that be-
cause it is first NAAC A
Grade private college of
Durg District. Under the
Poshan Maah eight pro-
grams were listed by
Women and Child welfare,
Chhattisgarh and first pro-
gram was started from
Shri Shankaracharya
College Junwani, Bhilai.

In her address on
“Millets for better health”
under the Nutrition Month
(Poshan Maah) chief guest
Dr Aruna Palta detailed
about the importance of

millets on health. She re-
vealed that Chhattisgarh
state is now called as
Millets hubs, as millets
were easily available in
Grocery Shops and we
have millets café in our
area. India is the largest
producer of Millets. She
detailed about importance
of millets, Types

of millets easy recipes of
millet dishes. She added
that Millet has a low-
glycemic index (GI) as well
as a non-acid forming food
because it is low in simple
carbohydrates and high in
complex carbohydrates.
Therefore, millet flour re-

quires more time in the di-
gestive process. People
with diabetes can better
control their blood sugar
levels by eating meals with
a low glycemic index (GI).
She further detailed about
important information
like Suji and Maida are of
same composition and it is
not good for health, she
added sweet potatoes are
very good for health.
Millets Khichdi is very
easy to cook and have a
good amount of nutrition
value. She added millets
are very good for skin be-
cause finger millet, the
super food has a lot more

to offer in addition to being
a great immunity booster.
Making ragi a part of your
daily diet is a very efficient
way of maintaining youth-
ful and healthy skin and
hair. She also explained
about the MoU signed by
the 14 district of CG state
with the Indian Institute of
Millets Research situated
in Hyderabad (ICAR) for
the awareness about millet
farming. She added about
the millet rich in B 12 is
Foxtail millet.

This was followed by a
quiz competition in which
questions were based on
the information like:
which millet is useful for
the brain, how millets are
helpful in preventing can-
cer, millet man, millet
woman, millet ambassador
and various other ques-
tions based on millets. A
two minutes millets mak-
ing video competition was
organized in college by
Dietary Club of college
Master Mohammad
Faiyaz, BA final year stu-

dent stood first as he pre-
pared Kodo Millet Kheer.
Certificate of
Appreciation for promo-
tion of millets in their
daily diet was given to
teaching faculties and non-
teaching staff of the col-
lege including Dr
Shraddha Mishra, Dr
Malti Sahu, Dr Neeta
Sharma, Hembai Paswan,
Vidya Nagpure.

Dr Prashant Srivastava
(Dean, Student Welfare),
Dr Rajmani Patel (Deputy
Registrar, Exam), Dr
Sumeet Agarwal (Asst.
Registrar, Academics), Dr
Dinesh Namdeo (Director,
Physical Education), Dr
RP Agarwal (Principal
Kalyan College &
Programme Coordinator
NSS) were present along
with students, teaching
non-teaching staff of the
college. The programme
was compered by Dr
Vandana Singh (Education
Department). Vote of
thanks was proposed by Dr
J Durga Prasad Rao.

Shri Shankaracharya Mahavidyalaya 
organises session on ‘Mission Millet’

Worker injured 
in mishap at Ladle

Furnace of 
BSP’s SMS -II

Bhilai, Sep 12: Tulsi
Ram Prajapati, a Semi-
Skilled Worker of Gopal
Traders, got injured in a

mishap that took place
at the Ladle Furnace
Unit of SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant’s Steel
Melting

Shop-II during the
morning hours around
6:40 on September 12,
2023. Prajapati, a 47-year-
old worker sustained
burn injuries when the
metal splattered on his
body while fitting the
Argon Hose Pipe in the
Ladle. He was rushed to
the Plant’s Main Medical
Post without any delay,
from where after the

preliminary medical
examination he was re-
ferred to Jawaharlal
Nehru Hospital &
Research Centre, Sector-
9, Bhilai, for further
treatment.

The injured worker,
Tulsi Ram Prajapati was
admitted to the Burn
Unit of JLN Hospital &
RC, at around 06.55 hrs,
where he is undergoing
medical treatment.
According to Doctors,
the patient’s condition is
stable and adequate
treatment has been en-
sured for his speedy re-
covery.

Bhilai, Sep 12: 

A Sugam Sangeet
Programme ‘Swar Dhara’
was organised under the
auspices of All India
Radio Raipur at
Mahatma Gandhi Kala
Mandir, Indira Place,
Civic Center. All the high
grade artists of All India
Radio gave their perform-
ances in the programme
organised in collabora-
tion with Bhilai Steel
Plant.

The ceremony was in-
augurated in the evening
with the traditional lamp
lighting ceremony and
followed by the welcome
of guest artists. The pro-
gram began with Ganesh
Vandana presented by
Prabhanjay Chaturvedi,
A grade artist of

Akashwani. Thereafter
Prabhanjay presented
more hymns. After this,
Pandit Ashwani Verma
kept the audience en-
gaged with traditional
ghazals. Prachi
Kokanthankar, who came
from Bhopal, presented
bhajans and songs in her
sweet voice. The pro-
gramme ended with
many traditional ghazals
by Sadhna Rahatgaonkar.

In this prestigious
event, General Manager
of Bhilai Steel Plant S
Ramaraju, Ashok Singh,
Dipankar Roy along with
Prashant Tiwari, many
officials and members of
the steel fraternity were
present. The programme
was organized and coor-
dinated by members of
AIR, Raipur.

All India Radio’s 
‘Swar Dhara’ under G-20

enthralls audience

BBhhiillaaii,,  SSeepp  1122::  

Jawaharlal Nehru Hospital &
Research Centre, Sector-9, of
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant
observed the World
Physiotherapy Day programme
on September 12, 2023. On this
occasion, a Health Awareness
Programme was organized at
Ispat Bhawan Conference Hall
to make people aware of the
benefits of yoga, exercise and
a balanced diet in the contem-
porary hectic lifestyle.

Dr Vivek, Dr Vikas Pandey,
Dr Shweta Sharma and Dr Viji
Pillai were the Keynote speak-
ers at the programme. SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant’s Senior
Officials and personnel of vari-
ous departments were also
present on this occasion. The
programme was compered by
Dr Anupam Lal.

Physiotherapist Dr Shweta
Sharma spoke on the benefits
of Yog and exercise and shared
insights on enhancing immuni-
ty through Yog. 

Dietician Dr Viji Pillai spoke
on the importance of a bal-
anced diet in human life and
made the attendees aware of
the health hazards caused by a
careless diet.

World Physiotherapy Day is
celebrated every year on
September 08. 

Physiotherapy is beneficial
in getting relief from various
types of pains and sprains in
the body. Also, it provides
relief in problems like Arthritis,
Knee Pain, backache, muscle
sprain, Spasticity, etc.
Physiotherapy also helps a per-
son feel healthy by improving
mental health and relieving
stress and anxiety.

Health Awareness
Programme marks World

Physiotherapy Day
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Singapore, Sep 12 (PTI) 

I n d i a n - o r i g i n
Singapore-born econo-
mist Tharman
Shanmugaratnam will be
sworn in as the ninth
president of the city-state
on Thursday, days after he
was overwhelmingly
elected as the ninth head
of state of the country.

The 66-year-old presi-
dent-elect won 70.4 per
cent of the (1,746,427
votes) of the 2.48 million
ballots cast by local voters
on September 1, while his
Chinese-origin rivals Ng
Kok Song and Tan Kin
Lian received 15.72 per
cent and 13.88 per cent re-
spectively.

About 76 per cent (2,834)
of overseas Singaporeans
voted for Tharman, while
Ng and Tan received 595
votes (15.99 per cent) and
292 votes (7.85 per cent) re-

spectively.
Incumbent President

Halimah Yacob’s term
will end on September 13.
The elected president
serves a six-year term.

After the inclusion of
overseas votes, which
were counted on Tuesday,
the total number of bal-
lots cast for the presiden-
tial election 2023 stood at
2,534,711, including reject-
ed votes.

This makes up 93.55 per
cent of the 2,709,407 regis-
tered electors for this elec-
tion. A predominantly
Chinese society has over-
whelmingly endorsed
Tharman who has served
Singapore all his life in
public service.

Prior to being presi-
dent-elect, Tharman
served as a senior minis-
ter between 2019 and 2023;
coordinating minister for
social policies between

2015 and 2023; and
Chairman of the
Monetary Authority of
Singapore between 2011
and 2023. He also served
as Singapore’s Deputy
Prime Minister from May
2011 to May 2019.

He also co-chairs the
Global Commission on
the Economics of Water
with Ngozi Owonjo-
Iweala, Mariana
Mazzucato and Johan
Rockstr m.

Tharman is also a mem-
ber of the Board of
Trustees of the World
Economic Forum (WEF).
He is also a member of
the United Nations
Secretary-General’s High-
Level Advisory Board on
Effective Multilateralism,
which will make recom-
mendations on Effective
Multilateralism for the
UN Summit of the Future
in 2024.

Tharman Shanmugaratnam to be sworn in
as Singapore’s president on Thursday

Jerusalem, Sep 12 (AP) 

Israel’s Supreme Court
heard the first challenge
Tuesday to Prime
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu’s con-
tentious judicial over-
haul deepening a show-
down with the far-right
government that has bit-
terly divided the nation
and put the country on
the brink of a constitu-
tional crisis.
Netanyahu’s coalition, a

collection of ultranation-
alist and ultrareligious
lawmakers, unveiled the
overhaul earlier this

year, saying it was neces-
sary to rein in an unelect-
ed judiciary they believe
wields too much power.

Israeli Supreme Court hears first challenge
to Netanyahu’s judicial overhaul 

Madrid, Sep 12 (AP) 

Spain is stripping de-
ceased former Chilean
leader Gen. Augusto
Pinochet of a Spanish
military honour be-
stowed on him more
than 40 years ago by
the country’s former
dictator, Gen.
Francisco Franco.

The Cabinet of
Spain’s acting govern-
ment announced on
Tuesday that the Cross
of Military Merit, an
award for gallantry or
merit granted to
Pinochet in 1975, was
being withdrawn.

The announcement
came a day after the
50th anniversary of
the US-backed coup led
by Pinochet that in-
stalled a brutal mili-
tary dictatorship in

Chile.
Pinochet, who died

in 2006, was never put
on trial for crimes
against humanity com-
mitted during his 17-
year rule.

G o v e r n m e n t
spokesperson Isabel
Rodr guez said the step
represented Spain’s
commitment to demo-
cratic values.

Acting Prime
Minister Pedro S nchez
said on Monday that
50 years ago Chilean
democracy was “the
victim of a brutal at-
tack that shook the
world.”

Stripping Pinochet
of the Spanish medal
would “make
amends for an histor-
ical injustice,” he
wrote on X, formerly
known as Twitter.

Spain strips deceased former
Chilean President Pinochet of

a Spanish military honour

Toronto, Sep 12 (PTI) 

Two 24-year-old Indo-
Canadian Sikhs have been
sentenced for their roles
in the 2019 targeted killing
of a man in British
Columbia over a drug
debt, according to a media
report.

Andrew Baldwin, 30,
was stabbed to death on
November 11, 2019, while
he watched a movie with a
friend in a basement
apartment. Jagpal Singh
Hothi, now 24, was
charged with first-degree
murder but pleaded guilty
to the lesser charge of
manslaughter and was
sentenced to three years
in prison, with about 3 1/2
months’ credit for pretrial
time served, Justice
Martha M. Devlin wrote
in the British Columbia
Supreme Court judg-
ments, the Vancouver Sun
reported on Monday.

Jasman Singh Basran,
also 24, who tried to get rid
of evidence, was charged
with being an accessory
after the fact but pleaded
guilty to the lesser charge
of obstruction of justice.
He was sentenced to 18
months to be served as a
conditional sentence,
meaning under curfew in
his own home, the report
added.

Earlier this summer,
Devlin sentenced a third
man, Jordan Bottomley,
who was found to have
stabbed Baldwin six
times, once fatally in the
heart, in a bloody attack
that was over in less than
90 seconds.

He also pleaded guilty to
manslaughter after being
charged with first-degree
murder. His sentence of
eight years was reduced to
three years and 38 days
after subtracting the pre-
trial custody credit.

A fourth person,
Munroop Hayer, who was
not present at the killing,
has been charged with

first-degree murder and
has yet to face trial.

Devlin wrote in the
three separate judgments
how Bottomley, Hothi and
Baldwin worked for a
fourth man in the local
drug trade. Hothi was
asked by that fourth man
to pick up Bottomley and
drive him to collect on a
drug debt that Baldwin
owed.

Two Indo-Canadian Sikhs sentenced 
For role in murder of
man over drug debt

Islamabad, Sep 12 (PTI) 

Pakistan’s Supreme
Court on Tuesday upheld
the sentences of military
officers involved in the
1995 conspiracy to over-
throw the government of
slain former Prime
Minister Benazir Bhutto.

The case was based on a
plan by a group of offi-
cers to storm a corps com-
manders meeting sched-
uled to be held on
September 30 in 1995 at
the General
Headquarters in
Rawalpindi to kill then
Army chief Gen Waheed
Kakar and prime minis-
ter Bhutto.

The plotters allegedly
wanted to set up a so-
called Islamic govern-
ment in the country.

The conspirators were
led by Maj Gen Zaheerul
Islam Abbasi, Brig
Mustansir Billa and 38
other military officers, in-

cluding Col Mohammad
Azad Minhas and Col
Inayat Ullah Khan. They
were arrested on
September 26, 1995.

The Field General
Court Martial (FGCM)
sentenced Maj Gen (re-
tired) Abbasi to seven
years in jail and Brig
Mustansir Billa to 14-year
jail term for their involve-
ment in the attempted
coup.

Col Minhas and Col
Khan were court-mar-
tialled in September 1996
for their alleged role in
the conspiracy and sen-
tenced to four years each
in prison.

Years later, Col Khan
challenged the sentence
in the Supreme Court in
2000 and Col Minhas in
the Lahore High Court
which dismissed his ap-
peal in May last year.
Later he also challenged
it in the apex court.

The court after hearing
the appeals had reserved
its judgment on February
15 which it announced,
dismissing their appeals
against the original con-
viction.

Pak’s apex court upholds
sentences of army officers 

For conspiring
against Benazir
Bhutto’s 1995 govt



T he Ghosi assembly con-
stituency in Uttar

Pradesh was going the INDIA
way and the BJP couldn’t have
been in a worse place at noon
September 8 when votes were
being counted. At the end of
the day, INDIA had nudged its
first victory en route to the
2024 general elections. Seven
bypolls in six states and the
first time the INDIA block was
testing the BJP-led NDA of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath was staring at a
massive defeat. That would be
one up for Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and zero for
the Yogi Adityanath.

In recent years and months,
there has been a lot of litera-
ture on how the monk Chief
Minister was threatening to
overtake Prime Minister
Narendra Modi as the people’s
favourite. The likelihood of

Modi giving way to Yogi at the
helm in 2029 was often bandied
about in Social Media.

The Yogi has several advan-
tages over the ‘Vishwaguru’
and hardcore supporters of
the BJP have a distinct liking
for the shaven-headed monk-
turned-politician who is often
referred to as ‘Bulldozer Baba’.
Modi just cannot conjure the
same inspired imagery that
the Yogi does. And though
there is nothing to back it up,
an intra-party rivalry between
the Yogi and Modi isn’t hard to
envisage.

That being said, would the
BJP waste time on intra-party
conspiracies? The only rivalry
there is, is the INDIA-BJP fight
for the conquest of India. And
Ghosi happens to be “Panipat”
in this first battle for electoral
supremacy leading up to 2024.
Unfortunately, for the BJP,
Ghosi was going INDIA’s way
and it was getting to be past
noon.

The BJP was sliding and
sliding fast. BJP candidate
Dara Singh Chauhan, who had
left the BJP to join the
Samajwadi Party had re-
turned to the BJP and was in a
hurry to throw in the towel. By
afternoon September 8, after
21 rounds of counting  out  of
the  total  of 35, he appeared to
be getting his wish. Voters
were voting against price rise
and other poorly placed eco-

nomic indices. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s bluffs were
being called. The INDIA sup-
ported SP candidate was  lead-
ing by 24802 votes and  there  is
every   sign   that the  lead is
going  to  be  bigger.

Contrary to expectations,
Udhayanidhi Stalin’s
Sanatana Dharma bashing did
not leave any impact on voting.
The 7 bypolls were being  seen
as a test for both alliances, the
BJP-led NDA and the INDIA
grouping. Victory or loss
would decide which alliance
stood that early chance to top
the chart. For the INDIA block,
a win in Ghosi would brighten
up the horizon. For the BJP, a
defeat would be a setback to
the highflying Yogi. It would
also demoralize Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

There will be implications
for Madhya Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Rajasthan and
Telangana. If the BJP loses all
four states, or even one or two,
there would be hell to pay for
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. His stock will fall like a
wet-stone. The knives will be
out for him. Don’t forget the
RSS doesn’t think Modi has
the mojo this time to take the
BJP through. The RSS is wait-
ing for Modi’s house of cards
to fall.

So the Ghosi bypoll will de-
cide which alliance has the
edge. It is a test for INDIA and

a challenge for the BJP-led
NDA. Winning the bypolls in
Tripura and losing the  bypoll
in Kerala wouldn’t matter, it is
Ghosi which has to be won.
And at the halfway point, the
Samajwadi Party was winning
by a huge margin.

Also on test is the BJP strat-
egy of poaching opposition
legislators. Not every deserter
gets the plum he deserted for.
Victory in Ghosi will establish
the one candidate-one con-
stituency formula. An under-
standing of seat-sharing will
make it by far easier. The ques-
tion is how the BJP will get out
of the hole it has dug itself
into?

The bypolls were held in
Bageshwar in  Uttarakhand,
Ghosi in Uttar Pradesh,
Puthuppally in Kerala,
Dhupguri in West Bengal,
Dumri in Jharkhand, and
Boxanagar and Dhanpur in
Tripura.

About 4.30 lakh voted in the
Ghosi bypoll. The SP’s
Sudhakar Singh was leading
the BJP’s Dara Singh Chauhan
throughout the day and by 3
pm Sudhakar Singh was a
clear winner. Will the BJP run
out of options after the Ghosi
defeat? 

(The views expressed
above are the author's own.
They do not necessarily re-
flect the views of Central
Chronicle.) 
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Successful 
G20 Summit

G20 summit hosted in New
Delhi on September 9-10,
which was a resounding suc-
cess under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. This event serves as
yet another feather in PM
Modi's cap, showcasing
India's organizational
prowess, warm hospitality,
diplomatic finesse, negotia-
tion skills, and remarkable
leadership. The adopted
Delhi Declaration is a testa-
ment to this defining mo-
ment in history. It addresses
a wide array of global chal-
lenges spanning politics, eco-
nomics, and the environ-
ment. More importantly, it
reflects India's commitment
to promoting global coopera-
tion over conflict, embracing
consent and consensus in-
stead of contradictions,
championing international-
ism over nationalism, and
advocating for a holistic ap-
proach over parochialism.
This monumental achieve-
ment is undoubtedly the re-
sult of collective efforts, and
all members of the Prime
Minister's team deserve
heartfelt commendations.
Their dedication and hard
work have not only enhanced
India's global standing but
have also set a shining exam-
ple for the world to follow.

MK Nair, Raipur

Defuse the uses 
of Plastic 

In a significant environmen-
tal stride, shopkeepers and
vendors in Indore's vegetable
market have embraced a
plastic-free approach.
Abandoning the use of
harmful polythene bags, they
have adopted eco-friendly al-
ternatives, aiming to pre-
serve the city's title as the
cleanest in India for the sev-
enth consecutive year in
2023. Dustbins have been
thoughtfully placed near es-
tablishments to ensure the
vicinity remains pristine.
This transition has resulted
in notable changes in cus-
tomer behaviour, as they've
adapted to the ban on single-
use plastics. Beyond Indore's
borders, this remarkable ini-
tiative serves as a compelling
model for other cities seek-
ing to address the plastic
menace and foster a cleaner,
more sustainable environ-
ment. The move not only
safeguards the well-being of
animals and the ecosystem
but also underscores the col-
lective responsibility we all
bear in the global fight
against plastic pollution.

Tauqueer Rahmani,
Mumbai

LETTERS
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AICC General Secretary Priyanka Gandhi Vadra meets families affected by rainfall-triggered flooding in Manali, Himachal
Pradesh, Tuesday, Sept. 12.

HOPE AMID ADVERSITY

Yash Pal Ralhan

As the sun dipped below the
horizon on a Sunday evening
in Delhi, it marked the culmi-
nation of a momentous event
that had the world's attention
for days. The 2023 G20 Summit
had come to a close, leaving
behind a trail of discussions,
agreements, and a renewed
sense of hope for global diplo-
macy. The summit, hosted by
India, was more than just a
gathering of world leaders; it
was a testament to the na-
tion's rising prominence on
the global stage. India's leader-
ship, under the astute guid-
ance of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, had once
again placed the country at
the epicenter of international
developments. In the annals of
history, just as Jawaharlal
Nehru played a pivotal role in
founding the Non-Aligned
Movement, Prime Minister
Modi's leadership had posi-

tioned India as a diplomatic
force to be reckoned with. The
summit was not merely a
diplomatic exercise; it was a
platform where India show-
cased its prowess as a global
leader and influencer. As the
final communique was re-
leased, comprising 37 pages of
consensus and commitment,
it was evident that India had
played a pivotal role in foster-
ing unity among the world's
most economically powerful
nations. This joint declaration
was more than just words on
paper; it was a blueprint for a
more equitable and sustain-
able global order.
Historic Joint Declaration

The G20 Summit in Delhi
concluded with a resounding
37-page joint declaration,
showcasing India's growing
influence on the world stage.
This document is more than
just words on paper; it's a tes-
tament to India's ability to fos-
ter consensus among the most
economically powerful na-
tions.

Africa's Entry into G20
India's diplomatic prowess

was on full display as it played
a key role in welcoming the
African Union (AU) into the
G20, marking the first new
member admission in 24
years. This historic move un-
derscores Africa's importance
in global geopolitics, as it pos-
sesses vast natural resources

and a burgeoning young popu-
lation. With this admission,
the G20 acknowledges the AU
on par with the European
Union, marking a significant
diplomatic achievement.

Blueprint for a 
Sustainable Future

The G20 Summit of 2023
laid the groundwork for fun-
damental reforms, with a
focus on renewable energy
and green hydrogen as clean
and sustainable energy
sources. The summit also ad-
dressed issues such as sus-
tainable development, multi-
lateral development bank re-
forms, and digital public in-
frastructure, aligning with
India's commitment to global
environmental and economic
well-being.

G20's Impact on 
Climate Change

One of the most notable
achievements of the G20 con-
ference was the consensus
reached on combating climate
change. Diverse and divisive
issues, ranging from the
Ukraine war to green initia-
tives, were tackled head-on.
The summit culminated in
ambitious goals and agree-
ments aimed at combating
global warming caused by cli-
mate change, representing a
significant milestone in global
environmental efforts.

Joe Biden's Support for
India's UNSC Membership

During the G20 conference,
President Joe Biden reiterat-
ed the United States' unwaver-
ing support for India's quest
for a permanent seat on the
United Nations Security
Council (UNSC). This en-
dorsement reflects India's
growing influence and con-
structive role in international
affairs, from peacekeeping
missions to climate change
negotiations.

A Bold Vision for
Interconnectivity

The G20 conference facili-
tated broader consensus
among eight countries on the
ambitious concept of inter-
connectivity. This visionary
idea, initially proposed in the
12u2 forum, aims to connect
nations through joint infra-
structure projects. India's
strategic role as a consumer
goods and labor exporter to
West Asia underscores the sig-
nificance of this initiative.

India's 'Land-Bridge'
Project

Under the banner of the
'Build Back Better' World
(B3W) initiative, India is ac-
tively engaged in the 'Land-
Bridge' project. This project
aims to create a robust rail-
way network connecting the
UAE, Saudi Arabia, and even-
tually Israel, with a potential
extension to African markets
via Egypt. The project bol-
sters India's logistics connec-

tivity, counters China's influ-
ence, and provides alternative
trade routes to European mar-
kets.

The Role of Soft Power
India's influence at the G20

goes beyond the conference
room. It extends to cultural
diplomacy, soft power, and the
ability to bridge diverse na-
tions. Bollywood's global
reach, India's ancient wisdom
in yoga and meditation, and
its thriving diaspora play a
crucial role in shaping percep-
tions and building alliances.

India's prominent role in
the G20 Summit of 2023 has
marked a turning point in
global diplomacy. With
Africa's inclusion, ambitious
environmental goals, and sup-
port for India's UNSC mem-
bership, the summit has laid
the foundation for a more in-
clusive and sustainable global
order. Prime Minister Modi's
adept leadership has posi-
tioned India as a key player on
the world stage, ensuring that
it remains at the forefront of
international developments.
India's influence is not just
about policies; it's about shap-
ing a world that is more equi-
table, sustainable, and inclu-
sive for all nations.

(The views expressed
above are the author's own.
They do not necessarily re-
flect the views of Central
Chronicle.)

Sujit De, Kolkata

II n the world of politics, proposals often carry the veneer of efficiency
and cost-effectiveness. However, as we delve deeper into the notion of

'One Nation, One Election,' it becomes evident that the cost to our demo-
cratic ideals and diversity is far too high to bear. The concept, which aims
to synchronize all elections in India, from the Vidhan Sabhas to the Lok
Sabha, under a single electoral umbrella, is an idea fraught with challenges
and consequences. The foremost issue with this proposal is its disregard
for the fundamental nature of a parliamentary democracy. In such a sys-
tem, elections are the lifeblood of representation, and the premature death
of elected houses to fit into a uniform election schedule would be detri-
mental. It risks sacrificing the vital principle of regular accountability that
elections provide. In a diverse nation like India, where regional concerns
often take center stage, this move would stifle local voices and undermine
the essence of federalism. Moreover, the practicality of ensuring that all
elections fall into a synchronized pattern is highly doubtful. In a vibrant
democracy like India's, it's almost impossible to guarantee that the Lok
Sabha and all Vidhan Sabha elections will neatly align after a 'One Nation,
One Election' initiative. The complexities of our political landscape make
such synchronization a Herculean task. It's essential to recognize that the
'One Nation, One Election' proposal shares a common trait with authori-
tarian regimes—the notion of 'one-one' uniformity. Whether it's 'one-
nation-one-party' or 'one-nation-one-leader,' these ideas bear the unmis-
takable scent of majoritarianism and totalitarianism. Such a top-down,
one-size-fits-all approach is incompatible with the principles of our
diverse, federal, parliamentary democracy. India has historically celebrat-
ed its diversity and recognized the importance of accommodating various
languages and religions. The adoption of the three-language formula and
the recognition of 22 official languages was a resounding rejection of the
divisive 'one-nation-one-language' and 'one-nation-one-religion' notions.
These moves have been pivotal in solidifying our unity in diversity.
Similarly, secularism has been a guiding principle, rejecting the regressive
idea of 'one-nation-one-religion.' Our commitment to pluralism and toler-
ance is enshrined in our Constitution and should not be sacrificed at the
altar of uniformity. Sometimes, a tree has been pruned in a bad way, turn-
ing it into a sorry state of one-tree-one-branch. Such a tree loses its bal-
ance and more often than not falls flat, causing grave accidents in the
process. A democratic country is akin to a tree. To get the fragrance of
beautiful flowers—equality, liberty, fraternity, justice, and welfare—it
requires daily nourishment in the form of debate and dialogue. Moreover,
it produces these flowers only when all its major branches—legislature,
executive, and judiciary, as well as other branches such as financial, bank-
ing, investigative, and educational institutions—bask in the sunlight of
transparency and freedom. Democracy cannot thrive if its institutions are
undermined. But the most vital element is the constitutional soil. If toxic
elements mix with the soil, the democracy tree will wither slowly.
Eventually, its leaves will dry up, leaving behind only a skeletal remains. It
will transform into a dry, naked question mark before our moist eyes.
Dictatorship doesn't always emerge through a military coup d'etat or vio-
lent seizure of power. It can also slowly take root within the democratic
framework. History bears witness to leaders who, after gaining power
through democratic means, start undermining institutions by exploiting
their popularity. Subsequently, they alter the constitution to legitimize the
notion of 'one-nation-one-leader.' In a time when democracy's branches
need to flourish and its roots remain strong, the 'One Nation, One Election'
proposal seems like a dangerous pruning that threatens to distort the very
essence of our democratic tree. As citizens and custodians of this great
democracy, we must remain vigilant and protect the delicate balance that
sustains our democratic canopy.
((TThhee  vviieewwss  eexxpprreesssseedd  aabboovvee  aarree  tthhee  aauutthhoorr''ss  oowwnn..  TThheeyy  ddoo  nnoott  nneecceessssaarrii--
llyy  rreefflleecctt  tthhee  vviieewwss  ooff    CCeennttrraall  CChhrroonniiccllee..))

One Nation, One Election

II n an era defined by geopolitical complexities, strategic alliances
between nations become the bedrock of progress and prosperity. The

visit of Saudi Arabia's Crown Prince and Prime Minister, Mohammed bin
Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, to India, witnessed the cementing of such
ties through a series of crucial agreements, igniting hope for a brighter,
interwoven future. The ink on eight consequential agreements has dried,
resonating with the echoes of collaboration and mutual benefit. These
pacts, spanning diverse domains, encompass the realms of energy, digi-
talization, electronic manufacturing, and anti-corruption endeavors. In
each of these arenas, India and Saudi Arabia have laid the foundation for
a promising partnership, one that transcends borders and cultures.
Energy, the lifeblood of modern economies, featured prominently in this
diplomatic dance. The agreement in the field of energy, signed by the
Saudi Minister of Energy and India's Minister of New and Renewable
Energy, embodies a shared commitment to sustainable growth. At the
precipice of an energy revolution, this partnership promises to usher in a
new era of clean and abundant power, fueling the aspirations of both
nations. Digitalization and electronic manufacturing have become the
linchpins of progress in the 21st century. With the agreement between
the IT ministries of both nations, doors open to boundless opportunities,
from fostering startups to enhancing e-governance. The battle against
corruption knows no borders, and in this endeavour, India's Central
Vigilance Commission and Saudi Arabia's Oversight and Anti-Corruption
Authority join hands. This partnership is a resounding affirmation of the
collective commitment to transparency, accountability, and the rule of
law. Corruption, once a scourge, shall now find itself besieged on two
fronts. Shared history and cultural legacies find resonance in the agree-
ment between the National Archives. In preserving historical tapestries,
lessons of the past enrich our shared future. Investment, the lifeblood of
economic growth, forms the crux of collaboration. India's Invest India
and Saudi Arabia's Ministry of Investment have embarked on a journey
to catalyze economic transformation. The agreements between the two
EXIM banks and the Small and Medium Enterprises Banks of both nations
underscore the commitment to nurturing entrepreneurship, innovation,
and inclusive growth. Desalination, a testament to human ingenuity,
reflects the shared commitment to solving critical challenges. As arid
landscapes beckon, the agreement in this domain signifies the determi-
nation to harness the power of technology to quench the thirst of our
nations. Moreover, over two dozen Memoranda of Understanding have
been inked, spanning sectors ranging from Information Technology, agri-
culture, pharmaceuticals, petrochemicals, to human resources. These
agreements between private companies of both countries, including
esteemed names like Serum Institute of India, HP, VFS Global, and ICICI
Bank, herald a new era of economic interdependence. Such partnerships
are the bedrock of progress in the globalized world. In a remarkable
exchange, the Crown Prince congratulated India for its successful G20
presidency. The outcomes of the G20 meeting resonate far and wide,
promising benefits not just for our two nations but for the entire world.
The India-Middle East-Europe Corridor holds the promise of transform-
ing trade and connectivity, while Saudi Arabia's full membership in the
BRICS is a testament to its growing influence on the world stage. This
visit, and the agreements it has borne witness to, are more than diplo-
matic niceties; they are the embodiment of shared dreams, aspirations,
and destinies. They reflect the collective resolve to overcome challenges,
seize opportunities, and build a brighter future for the people.  Now it is
clear that India and Saudi Arabia are not just nations; they are partners
in progress, bound by a shared commitment to prosperity, peace, and the
betterment of humanity. Together, they embark on a journey towards a
future that is not just brighter but also more closely intertwined, where
the destinies of two great nations are inextricably linked.

Strategic Alliances

A Dangerous Pruning of Democracy

India's Diplomatic Triumph at G20: A Global Turning Point

BJP’s defeat in Ghosi assembly poll 
is a big jolt for CM Yogi Adityanath

Central Chronicle invites articles, write-ups, and comments on a wide range of
issues for our editorial page. Submissions should be between 800-900 words in
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New Delhi, Sep 12:  

India's industrial produc-
tion growth rose to a five-
month high of 5.7 per cent
in July, mainly due to good
showing by the manufac-
turing, mining and power
sectors, according to the of-
ficial data released on
Tuesday. The factory out-
put growth measured in
terms of the Index of
Industrial Production (IIP)
stood at 2.2 per cent in July
2022.

The previous high was
recorded at six per cent
growth in February 2023.
Thereafter, the growth rate
declined to 1.9 per cent in
March 2023 before rising to
4.6 per cent in April and
further to 5.3 per cent in
May. The IIP growth again
decelerated to 3.8 per cent

in June this year. During
April-July 2023-24, the IIP
growth works out to be 4.8
per cent, down from 10 per
cent in the corresponding
period a year ago. "The
growth rates over the corre-
sponding period of the pre-
vious year are to be inter-
preted considering the un-
usual circumstances on ac-

count of the COVID-19 pan-
demic since March 2020,"
an official statement said.

As per the IIP data re-
leased by the National
Statistical Office (NSO), the
manufacturing sector's out-
put grew 4.6 per cent in
July 2023 against 3.1 per
cent a year ago. Power gen-
eration rose eight per cent

in July 2023 compared to 2.3
per cent in the year-ago pe-
riod. Mining output rose by
10.7 per cent during the
month under review
against a 3.3 per cent con-
traction a year ago. As per
use-based classification,
the capital goods segment
grew 4.6 per cent in July
this year compared to 5.1
per cent. Consumer
durables output during the
month declined by 2.7 per
cent against a 2.3 per cent
growth in the year-ago peri-
od. Consumer non-durable
goods output increased by
7.4 per cent compared to a
contraction of 2.9 per cent a
year earlier.
Infrastructure/construc-
tion goods posted a growth
of 11.4 per cent over a 4.8
per cent expansion in the
same period a year ago.

Industrial production growth rises
to five-month high of 5.7 pc in July

NMDC sweeps
Excellence Awards 2023
Hyderabad, Sep 12: 

National Miner NMDC takes
home 6 awards at HYBIZ TV's
Education and Business
Excellence Awards 2023.
Winning the Leadership
Excellence, Sustainability
Champion, and Best Mineral
Development Company
awards at the Business
Excellence ceremony, NMDC
emerged as an industry cham-
pion.
In the Education Excellence
segment, the company's
AasthaVidyamandir won the
Best School for Excellence in
Transformational Learning;
Saksham won the Best
Innovative School of the Year;
and the NMDC Residential
School was awarded the Best
Residential School of the Year.
NMDC's CMD (Additional
Charge) Amitava Mukherjee
was felicitated with the
Leadership Excellence Award
for steering the country's
largest iron ore producer from

strength to strength.
Encouraging his team towards
new milestones, he said, "Team
NMDC has made the steely
resolve to achieve in the next
five years as much as the com-
pany has achieved in its entire
history. We mine a better
future for India and it is our
honour to have contributed in
building schools in the deep
hamlets of Bastar
Chhattisgarh, schools that can
empower the dreams of the
future of our country."
Shri Vinay Kumar, Director
(Technical) of the company
received the awards on behalf
of NMDC and appreciated the
efforts of the media platform
in recognizing the achieve-
ments and contributions of the
business community. He said,
"Mineral accountability and
sustainable mining are at the
heart of NMDC's era of
Responsible Mining, and we
are elated that our endeavors
have been recognized and cel-
ebrated."

Maruti, Hyundai say diesel
PV sales likely to come down
with stricter emission norms

New Delhi, Sep 12: 

Leading carmakers
Maruti Suzuki India and
Hyundai Motor India on
Tuesday said the percent-
age of diesel cars in passen-
ger vehicle sales is expected
to come down with stricter
emission regulations, in-
creasing the cost of owner-
ship. On a day when Union
Road Transport and
Highways Minister Nitin
Gadkari spoke of the need
to levy an additional 10 per
cent tax on diesel-run vehi-
cles to help cut emissions,
although clarified that
there is no proposal under
the government considera-
tion to impose such a tax,
the automakers pointed out
that already sales of diesel
passenger vehicle have
been declining. "It is a natu-
ral phenomenon that as the
emission regulations keep

tightening, the cost of ac-
quisition will keep increas-
ing, and this process (de-
cline in diesel vehicle per-
centage) will be much
faster going forward,"
Maruti Suzuki India Senior
Executive Officer
(Marketing & Sales)
Shashank Srivastava told
reporters here on the side-
lines of SIAM annual con-
vention. Most manufactur-
ers have announced that
they will move out of diesel,
he added. In 2013-14, the
diesel percentage in the
passenger vehicle (PV) in-
dustry was 53.2 per cent. It
has come down to 18.2 per
cent in the April-August pe-
riod this fiscal, Srivastava
said. With the price differ-
ence between diesel and
petrol narrowing, he said
the advantage of running
cost enjoyed by diesel vehi-
cles is minimal.

Mumbai, Sep 12: 

Hindalco Industries Ltd.
the world’s largest alumini-
um rolling and recycling-
company, has signed a tech-
nology partnership with
Italy-based Metra SpA
renownedfor its expertise
in producing structured
and value-added alumini-
um extrusions. The part-
nership aims toenable the
production of large-size
aluminium extrusion and
fabrication technology for
building high-speed alu-
minium rail coaches in
India, underscoring
Hindalco’s flagbearer role
in upholding the Indian
Government’s vision to fos-
ter superior domestic man-
ufacturing capabilities.

Combining Hindalco’s
vast experience in alumini-
um manufacturing and
Metra’s cutting-edge
knowhow in aluminium
extrusion, machining and
welding, the collaboration
marks a pivotal move to-
bring world class technolo-
gy – currently limited to
Europe, China, Japan and
afew other countries – to
India. The tie-up provides
Hindalco the launching
pad to drive the ambitious
upgradation programme of

Indian Railways that runs
the world’s largest rail net-
work. “We are pleased to
join forces with Metra to
introduce a new era of alu-
miniumextrusions for pas-
senger trains in India,”
said Satish Pai, Managing
Director of Hindalco
Industries. “This is in line
with our capability build-
ing for aluminium in com-
mercialvehicles, freight
wagons, electric vehicles
and passenger train appli-
cations. Our combinedex-
pertise will undoubtedly
enhance the efficiency,
durability and sustain-
ableperformance of these
trains and set new bench-
marks for the Indian rail
industry.”

“Collaborating with
Hindalco Industries pres-
ents an exciting opportuni-
ty to showcase the capabili-
ties of our aluminium ex-
trusion technology on a
global stage,” Enrico
Zampedri, CEO of Metra
SpA, stated enthusiastical-
ly. “Together, we are poised
toredefine aluminium ex-
trusions for high-speed
train manufacturing in
India, creating a fusion of
strong Italian expertise in
this field and Indian mar-
ket knowledge.”

Hindalco plans to bring 
latest aluminium extrusion

technology to India

Asian Paints Royale Glitz paint
offers ultra-sheen finish

Mumbai, Sep 12:  

Royale Glitz by India’s
largest paint and décor
company Asian Paints has
been stealing the spotlight
for all the right reasons.
The luxury paint offering
with its ultra-sheen finish
and crack-free perform-
ance, drapes the walls
with a smooth and exqui-
site look designed to last.
Asian Paints further ups
the glam quotient with a
new ad that punctuates
some reel glitz and opu-
lence into your abodes.

The commercial presents
brand ambassador,
Deepika Padukone in a
glam action girl avataar
pushing boundaries just
like Royale Glitz in the
realm of luxury paints.
The film also features
celebrity director Karan
Johar as a surprise ele-
ment. The new Royale
Glitz film showcases
brand ambassador
Deepika Padukone's
whimsical relationship
with the Glitz wall. The ad
film opens with an inter-
esting action sequence fea-

turing Deepika, elegantly
styled and skilfully fight-
ing goons in her living
room. Amidst this action-
packed scene, a barrage of
glass and objects hurtle to-
wards her that she dodges,
striking the wall behind
with force. The plot takes
an intriguing turn as the
action sequence unveils its
true nature – a scene being
filmed for a movie, direct-
ed none other than by
Karan Johar himself — a
much-awaited real-life
melange that fans have
been eagerly waiting for.

Rupee rises 9 paise to close at
82.94 against US dollar

MMuummbbaaii,,  SSeepp  1122:: The Rupee appreciated 9 paise to close at 82.94 (provi-
sional) against the US dollar on Tuesday amid fresh foreign fund inflows and
expectations of better macroeconomic data. Forex traders said the Indian
rupee appreciated on Tuesday as domestic markets hit fresh record highs
after Nifty breached the 20,000-mark for the first time on Monday. At the
interbank foreign exchange market, the local unit opened at 82.93 against
the US dollar and moved in a range of 82.86 to 83.01 in the day trade. 

Cathay Pacific to resume direct flights between
Chennai and Hong Kong from Feb ‘24

Chennai, Sep 12:  

Hong Kong-based inter-
national airline Cathay
Pacific will resume oper-
ating non-stop weekly

flights between Chennai
and Hong Kong from
February 2024. The air-
line in a statement on
Tuesday said that after a
hiatus of four years, it is

returning with its Boeing
777 aircraft, ensuring a
comfortable and premi-
um travel experience for
passengers between the
two cities.
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Arjunda, Sep 12:

The School Education
department of the state
government in order to
raise and improve the
level and quality of educa-
tion in the government
schools in the state has
constructed many
Atmanand Schools. But
still there are many
schools in rural areas
which are functioning in
dilapidated condition.
There are about 30-35 chil-
dren studying in one
school in the village and
the condition of school
building is dilapidated and
due to which the parents
are finding it dangerous to
send their wards to the
School. All the more the
children who are going to
the school for studies are
forced to put their lives in
danger! There is village
Gram Shikari Tola, de-

pendent upon Gram
Bhurkabhat, about 6 kms
from Tehsil Arjunda
where a Primary School
exist since 1963 and here
classes upto Class 5 are
held. But the building of
this school is in dilapidat-
ed condition and there are
chances of any untoward
happening any day as the
classes are being held
daily.

The School constructed
in 1963 is with one room
made out of raw soil,
bricks and stone and the
rooftop is with earthen
tiles (Khaprail). Since the
room has faced so much of
damage over the period of
time, it has become com-
pletely dilapidated and
nearby it is also there are
two rooms of the School
building, which are also in
bad shape.

It is notable here that
the walls of the rooms are

with huge cracks inside
and the earthen tiles atop
the roof too have got dam-
aged and during rains  the
children had to face lots of
problems due to water
seepage. Since half the
part of the walls is covered
with soil and it is very bad
shape and even after com-
plaint by the School man-
agement and villagers, no
action has been taken till
date.
Children face problems

during rains
With such an old build-

ing and room with ‘kuc-

cha’ tiles on the top, the
children are made to face
lots of problems during
rains, as it makes difficult
for them to study with
damaged rooftop and
water keeps dropping in-
side the classroom and wa-
terlogging is there inside
the room itself. The walls
over the period of time too
have become weak and are
in damage condition.

No place for 
teachers to sit!

The place in this
Primary School in Shikari
Tola is so less that the

teachers are not even hav-
ing place to sit. There is no
separate room for the
teachers to sit and do their
work peacefully. Both dur-
ing summers and rains
teachers are forced to sit in
the Verandah and do their
work and it possess lots of
problems to them.

Classes upto Class 
5th are held

In the Primary School in
Gram Shikari Tola, the
Classes upto Class 5th are
held and in this around 30-
35 children study. There is
boundary wall in the
School premises which
has constructed recently,
but the School building
which is in dilapidated
condition has been left un-
touched for last so many
year.

Complaint filed 
at many places

The Sarpanch Gram
Bhurkabhat informed that

he has lodged complaint
with the departmental of-
ficers, Collector and in
Jandarshan along with
MLA Gunderdehi Kunwar
Singh Nishad, but so far
no action has been taken.

Panch of Gram Shikari
TOla Diges Sahu, Om
Prakash sahu informed
that the conidition of
school’s building is in very
bad shape and the parents
too are in state of fear and
do not want to send their
children for studies in the
School and are preferring
to admit their children in
other school.

What is surprising here
is that many Schools in
Chhattisgarh are being
renovated or newly con-
structed, but this Primary
School of Shikari Tola
built last in 1963 has been
left untouched and no one
is paying any attention to-
wards it.

Shala Samiti President
also said that complaint
about this School has been
filed many times with the
senior officers, but so far
no action has been taken.
Set aside this there are
many anti-social elements
in the village, for whom it
becomes liquor den after
sunset.

Primary School building in Shikari
Tola in dilapidated condition

 Built in 1963, no
action taken till date

 Villagers fearing
untoward 
incident are 
admitting children in
other schools

Bhakhra (Kurud), Sep 12: 

The academic session of
Swami Atmanand School
for the year 2023-24 has
commenced, and as part of
this session, the process of
selecting student leaders
has begun through con-
ducting elections.
Students from class 6th to
11th participated in this
election process. The main
election was held to
choose the Head Boy, often
referred to as the school
leader. Mayank Kosare
and Dilip Soni both nomi-
nated themselves for this
prestigious role, and it sur-

prised everyone because
Mayank and Dilip are
good friends and both are
11th-grade commerce stu-
dents.

In the election, Mayank
Kosare emerged victori-
ous and earned the hon-
our of becoming the Head
Boy. It’s worth noting that
Mayank Kosare is the son
of Block Congress
President Mukesh Kosare
and Leena Kosare, a mem-
ber of the Kurud
Agricultural Produce
Market Committee.
Mayank has been a dedi-
cated student from the be-
ginning.

Mayank Kosare elected
head boy of school

Student from Swami Atmanand School earns prestigious role

DDaallllii--RRaajjhhaarraa,,  SSeepp  1122:: District
Minister of the city’s trade
union Bharatiya Mazdoor
Sangh, Mushtaq Ahmed, has
submitted a memorandum to
Rajhara Mines and Sub-
Divisional Officer Rajhara
Suresh Kumar Sahu, Chief
General Manager
(Mine)/Chairman, L. M.C, to
oblige low cost education to
children of contract workers
studying in DAV schools.
Mushtaq Ahmed told that a
huge amount of fees is being
collected by the DAV manage-
ment and the parents who are
unable to pay the fees of their
children, Pre-examination
admit card is not being given
by the school management,
which he said is very unfortu-
nate. Let it be known that

ever since mining work has
started in this area, the chil-
dren of the area and the city
have been given free education
by BSP, but now as BSP schools
are closed, DAV group has
obtained contract to run
schools.Also it needs a mention

that a provision of Rs. Two
Crore Seventy Lakh (2.70) has
been made in the budget of
SAIL, out of which Rs. One
Crore Eighteen Lakh (1.18) will
be paid on 25.08.2023 by SAIL
Corporate New Delhi to Steel
Education Society New Delhi

D.A. In submitting the memo-
randum, Lakhan Choudhary,
Deputy General Secretary of
Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh,
affiliated to Mine Labor Union
Bhilai and Kishore Kumar
Mayiti, President of Rajhara
branch were present.

A meeting has been organ-
ized with local BSP manage-
ment officials and the principal
of DAV school on Wednesday.
The decision will be taken with
the consent of everyone in the
meeting. (Suresh Kumar Sahu -
SDM)

No paper has reached my
office regarding DAV school
fees. As soon as any paper or
order comes from the SDM,
only then some action will be
taken. ((RR..BB..  GGaahhaarrwwaarr  CCGGMM
IIOOCC  RRaajjhhaarraa  MMiinneess))

Children of workers should be given 
low cost education in DAV: Mustaq Kasdol, Sep 12: 

A social seminar of
Sahu Samaj was organized
in the Sahu Samaj
Bhawan of the city, in
which senior social work-
er of Sahu community
Late Rajkumar Sahu was
paid rich tributes. In view
of the majority of Sahu
community, in Kasdol
Assembly, a major demand
was made to make a local
person of the community
as representative from
Kasdol Assembly.

It should be noted that
there are 95000 Sahu com-
munity voters in Kasdol
Assembly and in the last
assembly elections, the
Congress Party, respecting
the Sahu community, had
fielded its candidate from

the community, as a result
of which the Sahu com-
munity candidate from the
Congress Party had won
by more than 50 thousand
votes, but the members
said that  till now BJP has
not got a chance to repre-
sent Sahu community in
Kasdol Assembly, there-
fore the party’s candidate
too should be from the

same community.
Prominently present were
Sunil Sahu District
President District Sahu
Sangh Balodabazar,
Maniram Sahu District
Vice President, Garibdas
Sahu District Convenor
Literary Cell, Mahendra
Sahu Kasdol Tehsil
President , Sushil Sahu
Lavan Tehsil. President,

Shaniram Sahu Bilaigarh
Tehsil President, Shailesh
Sahu Tehsil Secretary,
Surendra Sahu and others.

Seeing the majority of
Sahu community, all the
officials unanimously
passed a resolution de-
manding all national par-
ties to field candidates
from Sahu community.
Mahendra Sahu-
President Tehsil Sahu
Union Kasdol

In the history of Kasdol
Assembly, till now BJP has
not declared a candidate
from Sahu community. If
this time BJP declares a
candidate from Sahu com-
munity then it will defi-
nitely benefit BJP.

Sushil Sahu-
President Tehsil Sahu
Sangh Lavan

Sahu Samaj demands candidates from all parties 

Mungeli, Sep 12: 

Chhattisgarh Pradesh
Congress Committee will
organize Rail Roko agita-
tion on 13th September in
protest against continu-
ous cancellation of trains
and handing over of
Railways to private
hands. Regarding this
issue, the State Congress
Committee is holding
press conferences in all
the districts and giving in-
formation about the
movement.

Senior Congress leader
Vandana Rajput, in a
press conference, fiercely
targeted the Modi govern-
ment at the Centre and
said that BJP MPs in the
state are sitting silent re-
garding this problem.

While discussing with

journalists at the local
rest house, senior leader
Vandana Rajput said that
the central government is
engaged in selling public
properties and thousands
of trains have been can-
celled for the last four
years and the trains that
are running are running
late by four to five hours
and platform ticket rate
are increased manifold.

Government, private
and daily commuters
have suffered a lot due to

the sudden closure of
trains in the last three
and a half years and stu-
dents, daily wage laborers
and all the people are
troubled by the dictator-
ship of the Central
Government, she alleged.
She further said, on
September 13, Congress is
going to organize Rail
Roko agitation in the en-
tire state and under this,
Rail Roko movement will
be conducted in every dis-
trict.

CG Congress Committee to stage Rail Roko agitation

MMaahhaassaammuunndd,,  SSeepp  1122:: In a bid to
connect with the people of remote
areas, Collector Prabhat Malik led
a public meeting at the district
office. Residents from various
parts of the district gathered to
present their concerns and
demands, resulting in 27 applica-
tions being submitted during the
Janchaupal program at the
Collectorate.

With the applications in hand,
Collector Prabhat Malik promptly
directed officials to take action
and provide resolutions. The
Janchaupal program tackled a
range of issues, including financial
assistance, land rights in forest

areas, land demarcation, distribu-
tion of relief pensions, the Rajiv
Gandhi Kisan Nyay Yojana’s paddy
bonus, house regularization, ration
card issuance, and compensation
for acquired land, among others.

This approach by the Collector
showcases his commitment to
addressing the public’s grievances
and ensuring their speedy resolu-
tion. Alongside Collector Prabhat
Malik, Deputy Collector Durgesh
Verma, Deputy Collector Shri
Shravan Kumar Tandan, and other
departmental officials were pres-
ent, making the Janchaupal an
effective platform for addressing
public concerns.

Collector addresses public
concerns in ‘Janchaupal’

Bilaspur, Sep 12: On the
instructions of Collector
and District Magistrate
Sanjeev Kumar Jha, the
newly appointed
Additional Collector of the
district, Shiv Kumar
Banerjee, on the complaint
of black marketing and ille-
gal collection of stamps in-
spected the  Bilaspur
Permanent Registration
Office premises. The raid
was conducted by surprise
inspection in the presence

of Tehsildar
Shashibhushan Soni and
Deputy Registrar Lakshmi
Pandey. In which first of
all, by becoming customers,
stamps were purchased
from stamp vendors and
the complaints received
were confirmed. When the
complaint was found to be
true, Panchnama and sales
register along with evi-
dence were seized against
stamp vendor Rajesh
Kumar Yadav on the spot.

Instructions were given to
stop the sale of stamps
worth Rs 25 lakh without
the permission of the com-
petent authority till further
orders and submit the
stock register. It should be
noted that a service charge
of 2 percent is given to the
stamp vendors on the offi-
cial price of the stamp,
while the stamp vendors
are making illegal recovery
by providing the stamp at
20 percent to 50 percent
extra charge compared to
the fixed price for all the
stamps. The Collector is
taking strict action and
considering initiatives to
simplify the purchase of
stamps and giving neces-
sary guidelines.

Additional Collector 
inspects registration office 

KKoorrbbaa,,  SSeepp  1122:: Korba police has
nabbed those who cheated peo-
ple with about Rs 2 lakh by
changing their ATM cards and
producing them in the Court
sent them to jail today.
According to the information
received in this regard, it was
based upon complaint by Ashish
Kant Pal, S/o Avnikant Pal, age
67 years, R/o Nehru Nagar,
MIG-71 post Manikpur district
Korba, in CSEB police station
Civil Line Rampur district Korba
that he is a retired employee of
Balco  and having an ICICI Bank
TP Nagar Korba. Platinum Debit
Card has been allotted in the
said account. On Sep 11 he

went withdraw cash from SBI
ATM located at Budhwari Bazar
Korba on 11 September 2023 at
around 10 am to withdraw the
money. As soon as Ashish Pal
inserted his ATM card in the
machine to withdraw money in
the ATM, after that some error
occurred in the ATM machine
and it was not taking the com-
mand given by Ashish Pal, at
the same time a boy came into

the ATM room. He was wearing
a light sky white T-shirt with
Kapka written on it told Ashish
Pal that there must be some
mistake in your card and said he
will insert his card and see what
happens.  
After this he took out Ashish
Pal’s ATM card from the
machine and inserted his card
and  in that too it started point-
ing out the errors. Then the boy
returned the ATM card of
Ashish Pal, gave him a card and
went away. After some time, a

message of withdrawal of Rs
100,000 came on Ashish Pal’s
mobile, then he immediately
called the bank management
and informed them to block his
card. Meanwhile, Rs 100,000
was withdrawn from the
account again. Then Ashish Pal
realized that on the pretext of
helping him, the boy he met at
the ATM on Wednesday fraudu-
lently changed the ATM card
and gave him his own card and
had committed fraud by with-
drawing Rs. 20,000 from Ashish

Pal’s ATM card.  On the report
of Ashish Pal, crime number
412/2023 section 420.120 (B) of
IPC was registered and taken
into consideration. Considering
the seriousness of the matter,
immediate information about
the incident was given to the
senior police officers. 
As per instructions Cyber Cell
outpost in-charge CSEB sub-
inspector Naveen Patel along
with his subordinate staff con-
stable Devnarayan Kurre,
Gopiram Divya Heram Chauhan,
scanned the CCTV footage of
the incident spot and immedi-
ately identified the suspected
accused and the team arrested
Korba.  

Blockade was done in the
entire police station and out-
post area of the district and
photographs of the suspects
were circulated departmentally.

Two accused of interstate gang arrested 
 Involved in cheating

people of Rs 2 lakh
by replacing their
ATM cards at ATM

BBiirrkkoonnii,,  SSeepp  1122::  

The village of Birkoni, nes-
tled in Kallari Para, came alive
with fervour and excitement
as Krishna Janmashtami was
celebrated with great enthusi-
asm. The villagers organized a
series of engaging competi-
tions and vibrant cultural dis-
plays to mark the occasion.

In the heart of Yadav Para,
women and children partici-
pated in a thrilling “Round the
Chair” race competition,
while dozens of children
showcased their agility in the
“Jalebi Run” competition. One
of the highlights of the day
was a captivating tableau fea-
turing the divine love of
Krishna and Radha, presented
by talented young children

near the Main road Lumber
Tall. The Shiv Mandir Ward
reverberated with devotional
bhajans and kirtans, accom-
panied by the traditional
Matka Phod event. The air
was filled with heartfelt devo-
tion to Lord Krishna.
Meanwhile, Kallari Para show-
cased exquisite tableaus

depicting the legendary bond
of Krishna Sudama and the
eternal love of Radha, draw-
ing devotees to admire these
artistic creations. As night
fell, the village hosted an
exciting Dahi Handi breaking
competition. Children,
dressed as the young Lord
Krishna, enthusiastically par-
ticipated and successfully
broke the Dahi Handi, symbol-
izing the playful spirit of Lord
Krishna during his childhood.
Prominent community mem-
bers, including Chunne Sahoo,
Devendra Sahoo, Kisan Sahoo,
Dushyant Sahoo, Mohan
Sahoo, Damodar Patel,
Shatrughan Yadav, and many
others, graced the occasion
and added to the festive spirit
with their presence.

Krishna Janmashtami
celebrated with great enthusiasm
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Rohit Sharma sixth Indian
to amass 10,000 ODI runs

Colombo, Sep 12 (PTI) 

India captain Rohit
Sharma on Tuesday became
the sixth batter from his
country and 15th overall to
complete 10,000 ODI runs.
Rohit achieved the feat dur-
ing India's Asia Cup Super 4
contest against Sri Lanka
here.

The India skipper hit a six
off Sri Lanka's Kasun
Rajitha to complete the mile-
stone in the seventh over of
the innings, a day after Virat
Kohli became the quickest
ever batter to cross 13,000-
run landmark in a record 267
ODI innings.

In fact, Rohit completed
his 10,000 runs in 241 in-
nings, which is second
fastest ever after Kohli did so
in 205 innings. The other
Indians in the 10,000-run
club are Sachin Tendulkar
(18,426 runs), Virat Kohli
(13,026), Sourav Ganguly
(11,363), Rahul Dravid

(10,889) and MS Dhoni
(10,773). As the only player in
the history to have hit three
double centuries in 50-overs
cricket, Rohit also holds the
record of most runs in an in-
nings or the highest individ-

ual score 264 against Sri
Lanka at Eden Gardens in
November 2014. Rohit
recorded his first ODI double
ton against Australia in
November 2013 when he

scored 209. Four years later,
he smashed another double
ton against Sri Lanka 208 not
out at Mohali in December
2017. With 30 centuries so far,
Rohit is at joint-third with

former Australia captain
Ricky Ponting for hitting
most ODI hundreds. He is
also third in the list of bat-
ters with most sixes in the
format.

Colombo, Sep 12 (PTI) 

India were 197 for nine
in 47 overs against Sri
Lanka when rain
stopped play in their
Super 4 clash of the Asia
Cup here on Tuesday.

Sri Lankan left-arm
spinner Dunith
Wellalage returned with
a career-best 5/40, while
off-sinner Charith
Asalanka accounted for
the remaining four
wickets in a stellar bowl-
ing display. Mohammed
Siraj was batting on two

and Axar Patel on 15
when rain halted play.
Rohit Sharma top-

scored for India with a
48-ball 53.

Rain stops play with India struggling at 197/9

Colombo, Sep 12 (PTI) 

Returning to action
after a long injury layoff,
India wicketkeeper batter
KL Rahul says he was a
bundle of nerves and it
took him some time to
settle down before going
for his shots against a
quality Pakistan attack in
the Asia Cup in Colombo.

The 31-year-old, who
had suffered a debilitat-
ing thigh injury during
the IPL which later neces-
sitated a surgery,
smashed an unconquered
106-ball 111 to play a vital
role in India's massive
228-run win over
Pakistan on Monday.

"Obviously, this is my
first international match
after a long time. I played
a couple of practice
games, but we all know
the intensity is not the
same. So when I walked
in, I had that initial nerv-
ousness," Rahul told Star
Sports after his sixth ODI

hundred. "It took me 10-15
balls to just calm myself
down and get my feet
moving, get my mind
thinking of the right
things. Then, when I hit
one or two boundaries, all
those things, the foggi-
ness in your clarity, went
away, and it became like
before."

Rain interruptions
made things further diffi-
cult as Rahul and Virat

Kohli (122 not out) had to
restart the India innings,
which was suspended on
Sunday because of rain,
at 147 for two in 24.1
overs.

"I was looking at the
ball, looking at the situa-
tion, and you see what
you have to do. But just
when I got my rhythm, it
started raining...and I
had to wait for a whole
day," Rahul said.

KL Rahul on his comeback match

‘I was initially nervous’

Dalian (China), Sep 12 (PTI): 

India lost to the UAE 0-
3 as their campaign in
the AFC U-23 Asian Cup
2024 Qualification ended
with a second consecu-
tive defeat, here at the
Dalian Suoyuwan
Stadium on Tuesday.

India finished at the
bottom of Group G, hav-
ing earlier lost to China
1-2.

UAE topped the group
with four points and a
better goal difference.
China, who also have
four points, now have an
outside chance of mak-
ing the next round as one
of the four best second-
placed teams. Both India
and the UAE sensed the
urgency and began the
match at great intensity
with tackles flying in
both halves of the pitch.
Jiteshwor Singh picked
up a booking around the
quarter hour mark for a
tackle in the middle of
the pitch. The UAE man-
aged to take the lead in
the 26th minute as the
Indian defenders were
left rather confused after
a melee inside the box.

Mohammed Abbas

Alblooshi was awarded
the goal after a lengthy
discussion between the
referee and his assistant.

The lead was doubled
just three minutes after
the half-hour mark,
when Sultan Adil
Alameeri's low drive
from inside the box
found the back of the net.

Sensing the game slip-
ping away, India began to
rotate the ball around the
park in search of open-
ings.

However, the UAE
back-line managed to
keep the Indians at bay.

After the change of
ends, India looked to
put some pressure on
the UAE defence.
Parthib Gogoi made a
foray down the right
into the attacking third
early in the second half,
but his cross evaded all
the forwards. India
head coach Clifford
Miranda made a couple
of changes, bringing on
Rabeeh Anjukandan
and Sourav in place of
Sanjeev Stalin and
Parthib Gogoi a little
after the hour mark, as
they looked to pull one
back.

India lose 0-3 to UAE in AFC
U-23 Asian Cup Qualifiers

Yuzvendra Chahal bags 3/63
in County Championship

debut for Kent

Kent (England) Sep 12 (PTI): 

India leg-spinner
Yuzvendra Chahal has
made an impressive
start to his County
Championship stint
with Kent, claiming
three wickets against
Nottinghamshire in a
Division One fixture
here on Tuesday.

Snubbed by the na-
tional selectors for the
ongoing Asia Cup and
the upcoming World
Cup, the 33-year-old re-
turned 29-10-63-3.

Chahal dismissed
Nottinghamshire bat-
ters Matthew
Montgomery, Lyndon
James and Calvin
Harrison to help his
side bowl out their oppo-

nents for 265 as Kent
took a first innings lead
of 181 on the penulti-
mate day of the four-day
contest. For his first
wicket, Chahal cleaned
up James with a superb
leg break delivery
which knocked down
the batter's off-stump.
Earlier this season, Kent
had signed up India
pacer Arshdeep Singh
who played five matches
and took 13 wickets.
Chahal has been a regu-
lar member of the
Indian T20 side but has
not played ODI cricket
since January this year.
His last assignment
with the Indian team
was in their five-match
T20I series against the
West Indies.
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Panaji, Sep 12 (PTI): 

Union minister
Meenakshi Lekhi on
Tuesday said the Indian
government should try to
get a facsimile of
Portuguese explorer Vasco
da Gama’s diary, which is
in a museum abroad, say-
ing it will help trace
India’s rich maritime his-
tory.

She was talking to re-
porters after laying the
keel for the construction of
a “stitched ship” at a Goa-
based shipyard in the pres-
ence of Chief of Naval
Staff Admiral R Hari
Kumar, member of the
Prime Minister’s
Economic Advisory
Council Sanjeev Sanyal
and others.

The Union Minister of
State for Culture and
External Affairs urged the
government to get the fac-
simile of Vasco da Gama’s
diary, which is in a muse-
um abroad as documented
by archaeologist late Dr
Vishnu Shridhar
Wakankar. “India cannot
get the original diary back
because Vasco da Gama
was not our citizen. But
we can get a facsimile of

the diary so that we can
trace the country’s rich
maritime history. The aim
is to get correct facts based
on the narrations by Dr
Vishnu Shridhar
Wakankar,” she said.

Wakankar was a famous
archaeologist and recipi-
ent of the Padma Shri
award.

“When late Wakankar
went abroad to study, he
found the diary of Vasco
da Gama in one of the mu-
seums there. In that diary,
he (Gama) mentioned how
he went up to Zanzibar
and when he reached
Africa, he said he wanted
to go to India. He saw a
ship which was three
times bigger than his,” she
said.

According to Lekhi,

Vasco da Gama took help
from a Gujarat-based mer-
chant who was on his way
back to India.

“That merchant used to
go to Africa with
pinewood and teak (for
trading) and return with
diamonds. His name was
Chandan. He (merchant)
said that he is returning
tomorrow and he asked
Vasco da Gama to follow
him,” she said.

The minister said this
diary is important to let us
understand how big our
shipbuilding industry
was, how the country’s
shipping trade was spread
across the globe and how
the traders were operat-
ing. “When we are talking
about shared civilisation
exchanges, it would be bet-
ter if we get the diary,” she
added. The ancient
stitched ship is the brain-
child of Sanyal, who is
also a noted writer, econo-
mist and historian.

Referring to India’s an-
cient maritime tradition,
Sanyal said, “Indian
traders are known to have
sailed as far away as China
and Korea in the 4th and
5th century BC. Even the
Pandyan and Chola kings

of South India sailed ex-
tensively 1,000 years ago.
We are trying to recreate
this history by building an
ancient ship.”

Admiral Hari Kumar
said the country’s navy
was also reclaiming its
own naval military history
by adding 17th century
Maratha warrior king
Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj’s royal seal (raj-
mudra) on its official in-
signia.

Explaining the project
in detail, Prathamesh
Dandekar, managing di-
rector of Hodi
Innovations, which is in-
volved in it, said, “The pro-
ject’s primary goal is to re-
vive and honour India’s
rich maritime tradition by
meticulously constructing
the ship using ancient
techniques such as stitch-
ing planks with coconut fi-
bres and treating the wood
with natural resins and
oils.” Once the “stitched
ship” is ready, the navy
will undertake a unique
voyage along the tradition-
al maritime trade routes
using ancient navigation
techniques, a navy
spokesperson earlier said.

The project was ap-

proved by the National
I m p l e m e n t a t i o n
Committee, chaired by the
Union home minister as a
commemoration project
on December 14, 2022, the
official said.

The Directorate of
Naval Architecture of the
Indian Navy engaged in
several rounds of discus-
sions with the Ministry of
Culture, culminating in
the signing of a tripartite
agreement with M/s Hodi
Innovations on July 18 for
the construction of the an-
cient stitched ship.

The stitching work will
be undertaken by a team
of traditional shipwrights,
led by Babu Sankaran,
who is an expert in
stitched ship construction,
the official said.

Using this age-old tech-
nique, the wooden planks
will be shaped using the
traditional steaming
method to conform to the
shape of the hull. Each
plank will then be stitched
to another using
cords/ropes, sealed with a
combination of coconut
fibre, resin and fish oil
akin to the ancient Indian
shipbuilding practice, he
said.

‘Get facsimile of Vasco da Gama’s diary
to trace India’s maritime history’

Meenakshi Lekhi 

CULTURE CORRIDOR

The Immersive zone with a selfie point at â€˜Culture Corridor: the G20 Digital
Museum Exhibitionâ€™ organised by the Ministry of Culture at Bharat Mandapam, in
New Delhi, Tuesday.

Mumbai, Sep 12 (PTI): 

Mumbai’s iconic red
double-decker buses,
which have been an inte-
gral part of the city’s pub-
lic transport system for
more than eight decades,
will go off the streets this
week, an official from the
B r i h a n m u m b a i
Electricity Supply and
Transport (BEST)
Undertaking said on
Tuesday.

The open-deck double-
decker buses, which have
served as sightseeing
buses for tourists since the
1990s, will also disappear
from the city streets in the
first week of October, he
said. As these buses are
going off the roads forever,
commuter groups and bus

enthusiasts have urged
BEST to preserve at least
two of these iconic vehi-
cles at its Anik depot-
based museum and have
written to the
Maharashtra chief minis-
ter, tourism minister and
the BEST administration.

“Currently, just seven
double-decker buses, in-
cluding three open-deck
buses are left in the
BEST’s fleet. As these ve-
hicles are completing 15
years of their codal life,
the double-decker buses
will forever go off roads
from September 15, while

the open-deck buses will
be pulled out on October
5,” a BEST spokesperson
said. Red double-decker
buses were introduced in
the city’s public transport
system in 1937, and they
have since become sym-
bolic of the city itself and
interestingly, have also fea-
tured in songs of
Bollywood movies set in
Mumbai. In the beginning
of the 1990s, the BEST had
a fleet of around 900 dou-
ble-decker buses, but the
number gradually de-
clined after the mid-90s.

Citing the high operat-

ing cost, the BEST admin-
istration stopped induct-
ing double-decker buses
after 2008. The BEST since
February this year started
replacing these iconic
buses with leased battery-
run red and black double-
decker buses and so far,
about 25 such buses have
been introduced.

The BEST, in a release
last week, said it is going
to procure open-deck
buses for sighting-seeing
and it has already started
the process of acquiring
them. Until then, the new
battery-run double-decker
e-buses will be operated
for tourists. Some com-
muters, however, argue
that though the battery-
run buses are comfortable,
they lack the charm of
their older counterparts.
“As the new double-decker
e-buses are air-condi-
tioned, we will miss sitting
in the front in the old
buses and travelling with
the breeze from the open

windows on our faces,”
said Harshad Joshi, a bus
enthusiast.

To prevent the double-
decker buses from going
under the hammer, a com-
muters’ body “Aapli BEST
Aaplyasathi” has written
to Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde, BMC chief Iqbal
Singh Chahal and Deputy
Chief Ministers Devendra
Fadnavis and Ajit Pawar
and the BEST’s general
manager urging them to
stop these buses from
meeting the same fate as
trams, which were the
first mode of public trans-
port in the city.

“We have requested
them to preserve the last
two red double-decker
buses and put them on dis-
play at the BEST’s muse-
um for tourists and future
generations,” said Rupesh
Shelatkar, president of the
commuters group, claim-
ing that so far, no politi-
cian or bureaucrat has re-
sponded to their letters.

Mumbai’s iconic double-deckers to go off roads on Sep 15
Commuters urge
BEST to preserve
two for display at
museum

New Delhi, Sep 12 (PTI): 

Heads of state from
across the world and other
leaders who attended the
G20 Summit here were gift-
ed a curated collection of
handcrafted artefacts and
products that speak vol-
umes about India’s rich cul-
tural traditions, officials
said on Tuesday. Some of
the gifts were meticulously

hand-crafted by master arti-
sans of the country, they
said. The gift items included
saffron from Kashmir, shee-
sham wood chests with
brass patti, Pekoe
Darjeeling and Nilgiri tea,
Araku coffee, Kashmiri
Pashmina shawl,
Sundarbans multiflora
mangrove honey and
Zighrana ‘ittar’ (perfume
oil) from Uttar Pradesh’s

Kannauj, they said.
The G20 Summit was

held at the newly-built
Bharat Mandapam at
Pragati Maidan from
September 9-10.

It was attended by US
President Joe Biden, UK
Prime Minister Rishi
Sunak and French
President Emmanuel
Macron, among other world
leaders.

Kashmiri saffron, Kannauj’s ‘ittar’ among curated
collection of gifts given to G20 leaders

New Delhi, Sep 12 (PTI): 

An international re-
search consortium has dis-
covered 28 new risk fac-
tors for COVID-19, pushing
the total number of candi-
date genes identified by
the initiative up to 51.

The researchers noted
that many criteria deter-
mine whether or not we
get seriously ill from
COVID-19. Besides our age
and any previous or exist-
ing conditions, they also
include genetic factors.

“Knowing about genetic
risk factors helps scien-
tists to develop successful
drugs and predict risks
better,” said Kerstin
Ludwig from the
University Hospital Bonn,
Germany.

In order to identify
genes of this kind, howev-
er, researchers need huge
groups of patients, who

are rarely all in the same
place at the same time.

This was why the
COVID-19 Host Genetics
Initiative (COVID-19 HGI)
was launched as a large-
scale international project
at the start of the pandem-
ic. It aims to collate data
from individual studies
being set up all over the
world and investigate it all
together.

The latest findings cov-
ering 82 individual studies
by COVID-19 HGI have
been published in the jour-
nal Nature. The study fea-
tures contributions from a
total of 3,669 authors from
across the globe.

The consortium is being
co-led by the Broad
Institute in the US and the
Institute for Molecular
Medicine Finland (FIMM).

“The consortium has
successfully identified 51
risk factors in all, 28 of

which are new since the
previous publication,”
said Axel Schmidt, who
was responsible for data
analysis.

“We also coordinated
collaboration with the
other university hospitals
in Germany that were con-
tributing in order to get
even more patients in-
volved in the study,”
Ludwig added.

The COVID-19 HGI pub-
lished its initial results in
the journal Nature in
December 2021, adding its
first update in August
2022. The latest publica-
tion thus represents the
second update and is ex-
pected to be the final part
of the documentation.

“With 82 studies from 35
countries and over 200,000
participants in the largest
subgroup, the data pool is
the biggest to date,”
Ludwig added.

Scientist discover 28 new risk
genes for COVID-19

BBeennggaalluurruu,,  SSeepp  1122  ((PPTTII))::
Former ISRO Chairman K
Kasturirangan has called for
creating more departments of
aeronautics and aerospace in
universities, and facilities in the
field in the country to enhance
research inputs into India’s
space programme. Speaking to
PTI here, he also indicated that
he expects investment into the
space sector to go up by two to
three times from the present
level as the Government is keen
to support this field.

“We need to make sure that
we have a good education sys-
tem which produces the best
aeronautics and aerospace peo-
ple. So, more universities need
to create that department and
facilities. If necessary, ISRO
should have a special pro-

gramme to improve the educa-
tional component of it,” the vet-
eran space scientist, who was
the Chairman of the National
Education Policy draft commit-
tee, said.

Research in universities also
needs to be brought up to high-
er levels so that they can con-
tribute to the space pro-
gramme. Right now, research
inputs into the space pro-
gramme from universities is
very limited, whereas ISRO
does support research to some
extent with various universities.
“Eighty per cent of the students
go to universities. So, young-
sters are all there, bright minds
are there. So, we need to
improve that. Research, educa-
tion and innovation, and indus-
trialisation...these are things

which can have much more
scope”, Kasturirangan, a for-
mer member of the now
defunct Planning Commission
of India, said. Kasturirangan
said he is extremely happy that
the present government has
created institutions such as the
Indian National Space
Promotion and Authorisation
Centre (IN-SPACe) and
NewSpace India Limited (NSIL)
whIch have promoted industri-
alisation, commercialisation
and freer international collabo-
ration. These initiatives are
already showing their outcome
in terms of the number of mis-
sions that have increased, and
type of income that they are
generating, among others, he
pointed out over the weekend.
“So, this is the direction in

which it’s going and ISRO is
core intellectual organisation,
will (continue to) undertake
cutting edge technology and
science activities; the opera-
tional capabilities, service
capabilities they will hand it
over to some of these institu-
tions and they in turn will cre-
ate organisation systems or
industries which will further
take up and also through inter-
national collaboration and
enhance the activities and
financial viability,” he said.

Asked if funding needs to go
up for the space programmes,
Kasturirangan, a former mem-
ber of the Rajya Sabha, said he
has seen this government’s gen-
eral disposition towards pro-
grammes which are fructifying
in the country and doing well.

‘Research inputs into space prog from varsities need to go up’

FINAL TOUCHES

An artist gives final touches to the idols of Lord Ganesha ahead of the festival 
of Ganesh Chaturthi, in Kanpur, Tuesday.

New Delhi, Sep 12 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday granted protection
from any coercive action to a
retired colonel against whom
an FIR was lodged by the
Manipur Police allegedly on
the basis of the contents of
his book published in
January 2022.

The top court also protect-
ed a professor against possi-
ble coercive action in connec-
tion with another FIR lodged
on the basis of his alleged
speech made in public. A
bench comprising Chief
Justice D Y Chandrachud
and justices J B Pardiwala
and Manoj Misra took note of
the submissions that no
lawyers were willing to take

up their cases and appear in
the Manipur High Court.

“Issue notice. We are going
to ask you to file an affidavit
that there is no lawyer who is
willing to appear for you in
the High Court of
Manipur...no coercive steps
shall be taken against peti-
tioner till next date of hear-
ing,” the bench said. It asked
Vijaykant Chenji, former
army officer, and professor
Henminlun, who have filed
separate pleas seeking pro-
tection and the quashing of
the FIRs lodged against them
in Manipur, to file affidavits
to the effect that lawyers
were unwilling to appear
for them in the Manipur
High Court. Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta, ap-

pearing for the Manipur gov-
ernment, said there was “a
pattern to approach the
Supreme Court directly by
one segment” and urged the
bench not to entertain such
pleas which can be dealt by
the Manipur High Court.
“We have to satisfy our con-
science that the lawyers are
not appearing. Then, we can
arrange the legal aid also. Or
will seek a report from the
Registrar General of the
High Court...,” the bench
said, adding that it did not
want to deal directly with the
cases seeking protection and
quashing of the FIRs.

SC protects ex-Army officer, professor from Manipur FIRs

Kolkata, Sep 12 (PTI): 

Kerala is banking on
the innovative
Champions Boat League
to be held in the southern
state later in September to
further boost its tourism
sector as a major all-sea-
son experiential destina-
tion, an official said here
on Tuesday.

Modelled after the
cricket IPL, the snake
boat race competition is
being touted by the state
as a major event that it is
confident of attracting a
large number of tourists.

“After posting an im-

pressive surge in domes-
tic tourist footfall, Kerala
has gained further trac-
tion as a major all-season
experiential destination
with its innovative prod-
ucts like the IPL-model
Champions Boat League
(CBL) races helping the
southern state to scale up
its standing as a highly-
preferred tourist hub,”
Kerala Tourism secretary
K Biju told reporters here.

He said that the third
edition of the annual
CBL, starting later in
September, is expected to
boost domestic footfalls in
all regions of the state.

‘CBL to further boost tourist
footfall in Kerala’

Ahmedabad, Sep 12 (PTI): 

The Ahmedabad district
authorities on Tuesday
granted Indian citizenship
to 108 Hindu refugees from
Pakistan who have been liv-
ing here after arriving in
India.

Gujarat Minister of State
for Home Harsh Sanghavi
handed them citizenship
certificates at the district
collector’s office, said a
state government release.

The refugees, who had
migrated to India years ago,
thanked Sanghavi and the
district authorities for the
speedy processing of their
applications for citizenship,
it said. Sanghavi congratu-
lated them for becoming

Indian citizens and urged
them to commit themselves
“to build a new India,” it
added. Both the state and
the central government
were committed to help
refugees in all possible
ways and bring them into
the mainstream of socie-
ty, the minister added.

So far, 1,149 Pakistani
Hindus have been award-
ed Indian citizenship by
the Ahmedabad District
Collectorate, Sanghvi
said.

Gazette notifications of
2016 and 2018 empower
the district collectors of
A h m e d a b a d ,
Gandhinagar and Kutch
in Gujarat to grant Indian
citizenship to the people

of minority communities
from Pakistan, Afghanistan
and Bangladesh, said the re-
lease.

108 Hindu refugees from Pak get Indian citizenship
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