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New Delhi, Sep 06 (PTI):

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday said
the comprehensive strate-
gic partnership between
India and the ASEAN has
injected new dynamism to
the group's ties with New
Delhi. In a departure state-
ment ahead of his visit to
Indonesia, Modi said he
looked forward to dis-

cussing the future contours
of India's partnership with
ASEAN countries during
his meetings with the lead-
ers of the grouping. The
prime minister is visiting
Indonesia to participate in
the ASEAN-India Summit
and the East Asia Summit.

"Engagement with
ASEAN is an important pil-
lar of India's 'Act East' poli-
cy," Modi said.

"I look forward to dis-
cussing with ASEAN lead-
ers the future contours of
our partnership, which has
now entered its fourth
decade. Engagement with
ASEAN is an important pil-
lar of India's 'Act East' poli-
cy. The Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership en-
tered into last year has in-
jected new dynamism in
our ties," he said.

New Delhi, Sep 06:

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday protected four
members of the
Editors Guild of
India against any
coercive action till
Monday in connec-
tion with two FIRs
lodged against
them in Manipur
for offences, in-
cluding promoting
enmity between
two communities.

A bench comprising
Chief Justice D Y
Chandrachud and
Justices J B Pardiwala
and Manoj Misra also
sought response of the
state government on the
plea filed by the Editors
Guild and fixed the matter
on September 11. Earlier,
the top court agreed to
hear the plea during the
day itself. On September 4,
Manipur Chief Minister

N Biren Singh had said
that a police case has been
filed on the basis of a com-
plaint against the presi-

dent and three
members of the
Editors Guild of
India and accused
them of trying to
"provoke clashes"
in the state.

A second FIR
was also regis-
tered against the
four members of

the Guild, with additional
charge of defamation.

The Guild, in a report
published on Saturday,
had slammed the internet
ban in the state as being
detrimental to media re-
portage, criticised what it
termed as one-sided re-
porting by some media
outlets and claimed there
were indications that the
state leadership "had
turned partisan" during
the conflict period.

Bengaluru, Sep 06 (PTI):

US space agency NASA has
released an image of
Chandrayaan-3 lander 'Vikram'
on the lunar surface, which was
captured by its Lunar
Reconnaissance Orbiter space-
craft. The Chandrayaan-3 lan-
der is in the centre of the
image, and its dark shadow is
visible against the bright halo
surrounding the Vikram.
"@NASA's LRO spacecraft
recently imaged the

Chandrayaan-3 lander on the
Moon's surface. The ISRO
(Indian Space Research
Organisation) Chandrayaan-3
touched down on Aug 23, 2023,
about 600 kilometres from the
Moon's South Pole," NASA said
on social media platform 'X'.

Bhilwara (RJ), Sep 06 (PTI):

Congress president Mallikarjun
Kharge on Wednesday said the alliance of
like-minded opposition parties named
INDIA has worried the BJP and it is try-
ing to mislead people by raising the
"India-Bharat" issue.

He said the Congress has already
spread the message of "Bharat Jodo"
through its Bharat Jodo Yatra from
Kanyakumari to Kashmir. "They are get-
ting nervous over INDIA (alliance)," he
said addressing a public rally in Bhilwara
in poll-bound Rajasthan. "We are already
saying 'Bharat Jodo' but you are trying to
bring something new. We spread the mes-
sage of Bharat Jodo through Bharat Jodo
Yatra. Whenever we talk about some-

thing, they either try to defame it or mis-
lead people," he said.

The assembly polls in Rajasthan are
slated later this year.

New Delhi, Sep 06 (PTI):

Home Minister Amit
Shah and Law Minister
Arjun Ram Meghwal on
Wednesday met former
president Ram Nath
Kovind who heads the com-
mittee on simultaneous
polls here, days after the
government notified the
panel, sources said.

They described the near-
ly hour-long meeting as a
"courtesy call". Efforts are
on to hold the first meeting
of the high-level committee
in the coming days and a
venue is being finalised.

The meetings in future
could also be held in hybrid
mode, they said.

The law ministry, it is
learnt, is in the process of
nominating officers who
would help the panel and
offer it secretarial assis-
tance. On Saturday, the gov-
ernment had notified the
high-level committee under
Kovind to look into and
make recommendations on
the issue of holding syn-
chronised polls to the Lok
Sabha, state assemblies and
local bodies.

New Delhi, Sep 06:

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday refused to en-
tertain a petition seeking a
direction to the Centre to
take steps to curb fraudu-
lent religious conversions
in the country. "Why should
the court enter into this
thicket? How can the court
issue a writ of mandamus
to the government," said a
bench comprising Chief
Justice D Y Chandrachud
and justices J B Pardiwala
and Manoj Misra.

INDIA Bloc to hold 1st 
committee meet on Sept 13

New Delhi: The first meeting of the Coordination
Committee of the INDIA alliance will be held on
September 13, the Shiv Sena (UBT) leader Sanjay Raut
said on Wednesday. Raut, while speaking to media per-
sons in Mumbai confirmed that the meeting will be
held at Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) chief Sharad
Pawar's residence in the national capital.

Comprehensive strategic partnership
enhances ASEAN ties:  PM Modi

SC dismisses PIL
to stop religious

conversions
INDIA bloc making BJP nervous: Kharge

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Wednesday said that DMK leader
Udhayanidhi Stalin's controversial ‘Sanatana Dharma’ remark
should be answered properly. He also advised the ministers against
commenting on the India vs Bharat dispute, adding that only the
authorized person should speak on the matter. "Do not go into his-
tory, but stick to the facts as per the Constitution. Also, speak about
the contemporary situation of the issue," the Prime Minister said.

PM's instructions on Sanatana 
remark row, India-Bharat debate

Even as the dinner invite to G20 leaders from President Droupadi Murmu
sparked controversy and speculation after using the term 'President of
Bharat' instead of the traditional 'President of India' on Tuesday, another
document has come to light that refers to Narendra Modi as the 'Prime
Minister of Bharat'. A note on the Prime Minister's visit to Indonesia on
Wednesday and Thursday for the 20th ASEAN-India Summit and the 18th
East Asia Summit uses the term 'Prime Minister of Bharat'.  

Now, ‘Prime Minister Of Bharat’ 
adds fuel to name-change fire

SC protects four members of Editors
Guild against action from FIRs

Amit Shah, Meghwal meet Kovind

Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot and
Congress President Mallikarjun Kharge during
'Kisan Sammelan', in Bhilwara, Wednesday, Sep. 6

NASA captures Chandrayaan-3
lander on moon’s surface

Touched down about 600 km from Moon’s south pole
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Raipur, Sep 06 (PTI):
Vinod Verma, political
advisor to Chhattisgarh
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, on Wednesday
said his family members
including two sons have
been summoned by the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED).

Verma, who himself
had been questioned by
the central agency last
week in a case related to
an alleged betting and
gambling app, posted a
picture with the family
members on X, saying he
dropped them at the ED
office here. He did not,
however, mention in
which case they had been
summoned.

“ED has now called my
family. I have left my two
sons Punarvasu and

Tathagat and brother-in-
law Tukendra Verma at
the ED office. My wife
Jaya has been called to-
morrow. The agencies can
do whatever they want at
the behest of the central
government but they can-
not break the morale of
@bhupeshbaghel ji and
his team,” he further
wrote on X (formerly
Twitter).

The ED had recorded
the statements of Verma
and the chief minister’s
Officer on Special Duty
(OSD) Manish Banchhore
under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) on August 28.

The properties of
Verma and two OSDs —
Ashish Verma and
Manish Banchhore —
were raided by the ED on

August 23 in connection
with a money laundering
investigation into
‘Mahadev Online Book’,
an alleged illegal betting
app.

Assistant sub-inspector
Chandrabhushan Verma,
alleged Hawala operator
brothers Anil and Sunil
Dammani, and Satish
Chandrakar were arrest-
ed in the case on the same
day.

The ED alleged that the
arrested policeman used
his relationship with
Vinod Verma and Hawala
funds received from
Dubai to influence high-
ranking officials and
politicians connected to
the Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister’s Office.

Sourabh Chandrakar
and Ravi Uppal who hail

from Bhilai in the state
were the “main promot-
ers” of the app and oper-
ated from Dubai, the
agency claimed.

Chief minister Baghel
had alleged that raids by
the ED and Income Tax
department on his col-
leagues were malicious
attempts to defame and
suppress the Congress
government in
Chhattisgarh.

Vinod Verma had also
held a press conference
on August 24, asserting
that he did not have a
“single penny” of ill-got-
ten wealth.

Terming the ED raids
as “dacoity,” he alleged
that it seized jewellery
from his house even
though he produced their
bills of purchase.

CM’s political advisor says his family
members summoned by ED

COLOURFUL LIGHTING

The temples have been decorated with colourful lights on occasion of Krishna
Janmashtami to be celebrated on Thursday.

Two IAS officers given
fresh orders

RRaaiippuurr,,  SSeepp  0066::  The state gov-
ernment has issued fresh
posting orders to two IAS
officers and  under this Janak
Prasad Pathak (IAS-2007
batch) and working as
Special Secretary
(Independent charge)
Housing and Environment
Department and with addi-
tional charge of Special Secy.
(independent charge)
Commercial Tax (Excise)
Deptt and as Excise
Commissioner, Commissioner
Town & Country Panningi, MD
CSMCL has been posted as
Commissioner Durg division
till further orders.

Similarly Mahadev Kavare
an IAS of 2008 batch working
as Commissioner Durg divi-
sion has been posted as
Special Secretary
(Independent Charge)
Housing & Environment and
given additional charge as
Special Secy. (Independent
charge) Excise Deptt, Excise
Commissioner, Commissioner
T&CP and MD CSMCL till 
further orders.

Raipur, Sep 06: In one of
the District Cooperative
Central Bank Limited
(DCCBL) in Raipur, sus-
picious transactions
worth Rs 2 crore have
come to fore. On disclo-
sure of this case, it has
created sensation among
the account holders and
investigation too has
been started. As per the
media reports, there are
many persons of the

Bank who are made to
wander when they are
approaching the bank for
withdrawal of their
Fixed Deposits (FDs) in
the Bank.

Chairman DCCBL
Pankaj Sharma has con-
firmed about the irregu-
larity in the Bank and in-
formed that it was
around 2017 that there
was confirmation about
embezzlement in the
Fixed Deposit interest ac-
count of the Bank and in
context of which two em-
ployees have been sus-
pended and FIR has been
lodged against them.
Initially embezzlement to
the tune of Rs 52 lakh has
been confirmed and two
employees have accepted
their crime and an
amount of Rs 38 lakhs
has been recovered from
the two and recovery of
other is still in process.

Fixed Deposit holders of
DCCBL not getting refund!

Made to wander
DCCBL Raipur
branch

Investigation into
embezzlement to
the tune of Rs 2 cr
still in progress

Two employees sus-
pended; Rs 38 lakh
recovered

Rajnandgaon, Sep 06:
The Rajnandgaon police
has disclosed a gang in-
volved in cheating people
in the name of providing
job of TTE in the
Railways. One of the ac-
cused of the gang has
been arrested by
Dongargarh police and
Cyber Cell. In this case,
three other accused are
still absconding. Entire
case is that of
Dongargarh thana under
Rajnandgaon district.

It is worthwhile to
mention here that the
complainant Yogesh
Hirwani filed a report in

the thana that the four
accused  viz. Sunil Patel,
Rajesh Mahilange and
two others have done
fraud and cheating with
many persons with
amount totaling to about
18.50 lakh in the name of
providing job as TTE in
the Railways. Seeing the
seriousness of the case
SP Dongargarh directed
the police and cyber-cell
to form separate team
and conduct inquiry into
the matter and start the
search of the accused.
On conducting lot of
scrutiny the police
nabbed one of the ac-
cused Sunil Patel and
seized cash of Rs 14 lakh,
and a car from his pos-
session. The other three
accused in this are still
absconding.

In fraud and cheat-
ing case for job as
TTE in the Railways

Raipur, Sep 06: The BJP’s
Minorities Cell state-level
party workers’ sammelan
was held at Shaheed
Smarak Bhavan in capital
city on Wednesday. In this
Sammelan, BJP
Minorities Cell National
President Jamal Siddique,
State President of Cell
Shakeel Ahmed, senior
BJP and former Miinster
Brijmohan Agrawal and
BJP Surguaj div. in-charge
Sanjay Shrivastava gave
necessary guidance.

In this sammelan, de-
tailed discussions were
held with the party work-
ers of BJP Minorities Cell
in view of the forthcoming
VS polls and about the
strategies. Morcha would
also launch a campaign on
‘Modi Mitra’ from
Chhattisgarh and  under
this the party workers of

Morcha would go door-to-
door and form ‘Modi
Mitra’ and would associate
them with BJP’s ideology.
In the same way through
‘Sadbhav Samvad’, by
holding talks with differ-
ent societies, the people
from minority communi-
ties viz. Jain, Sikh,
Christians and others
would be associated with
BJP.

National President BJP
Minorities Cell Jamal
Siddique addressing the
party workers said that
right after Independence,
what all Congress used to
say used to happen and it
was not protested, as the
voices raised against it
were suppressed. But the
power of BJP’s politics

has increased so much
that Congress is now not
even able to blink at it.
Siddique when Jansangh
was started, it was a diffi-
cult phase for the party
and it was due to tiring ef-
forts of Late Dr Shyama
Prasad Mukherjee and
Late Pt. Deendayal
Upadhyay that the party
got expanded and stood as
an alternative to Congress.
Jamal claimed that the
erstwhile BJP government
in the state had carried out
massive development
works and increased em-
ployment opportunities.
But in the present-day
Congress rule, the state is
heading for a downfall and
amidst massive unemploy-
ment, the process of mi-

gration has once again
started. With 9 years of
solid development in en-
tire country, PM Narendra
Modi has established the
country on various fronts
and brought recognition to
India. Jamal appealed all
the party workers to fold-
up their sleeves and en-
sure party’s victory in the
forthcoming VS polls.

MLA and ex-Minister
Brijmohan Agrawal said
that when BJP was in
power, sufficient funds
were given to Madarsas,
but the Congress govt has
stopped it. BJP govern-
ment has never differenti-
ated between Hindu and
Muslims and there is
never dearth of funds for
construction of communi-
ty buildings and social de-
velopment of minority
communities in the state.
The central government
too has launched many
schemes for welfare of the
minorities.

Cong rule has led to downfall of state on all fronts: Jamal One accused nabbed
with cash of Rs 14 lakhBJP Minorities Cell

sammelan held 

Raipur, Sep 06: The spir-
it of Onam reached it’s
zenith as Nair Samajam
hosted an unforgettable
Onam celebration graced
by the presence of es-
teemed Guest of Honour
Sunil Soni (LS- M.P.) and
Chief Guest
Satyanarayan Sharma
(M.L.A.)and Gopal Menon
Retired Executive
Engineer Water
Resources Department.

The Onam festival took
place on yesterday was
not only a celebrations of
Kerala’s rich culture and
heritage but also foster
unity and community
spirit. Gopal Menon in his
address elaborated a de-
tailed story on Onam. The
traditional pookalam was
displayed in front of the
stage. The dignitaries and
king Mahabali were wel-
comed by Talapoli team

for lighting the lamp. Our
respected President Sir
Shri B. Gopa Kumar ad-
dressed the audience and
conveyed the greetings
and wishes of the festival.
He also lauded the com-
mendable performance of
the students.

The school building
was inaugurated by the
distinguished guests.
Attendees were treated
with breath-taking per-
formances of the Kerala
Samajam people. The well
reputed troupe

Vadakkans - Kannur pre-
sented MAMANKAM–
folk dancess and songs.
Cine artists from Kerala
gave an enchanting per-
formance in front of the
audience. Onam Sadya
was served to all the
guests as a taste of
Kerala’s delectable cui-
sine. The programme
came to an end with
Shailesh Kumar Nair’s
General Secretary )of
Raipur Nair Samajam
thanked everyone for
their valuable presence.

Raipur Nair Samajam hosted an 
unforgettable Onam celebration

Raipur, Sep 06: The BJP
leaders and party workers
along with residents from
many wards of
Lakhenagar Mandal, DD
Nagar Mandal gheraoed
RMC’s Zone-5 office and
staged massive protest out-
side against lack of prom-
ises of Congress govern-
ment including non-allot-
ment of land-lease to poor,
reduction in property tax,
not allotment of houses
under PMAY and not in-
creasing pension to poor
from Rs 1000 to Rs 1500 and
others.

A general meeting in
this regard was held at
Lakhenagar Chowk and it
was addressed by MLA
Raipur (South) and ex-

Minister Brijmohan
Agrawal, Leader of
Opposition in VS Meenal
Choubey, Dy. Leader Manoj
Verma, General Secretary
Ramesh Singh Thakur,
BJP spokesman and corpo-
rator Mritunjay Dubey,
President Lakhenagar
Mandal Mahesh Sharma
and P resident DD Nagar
Mandal of BJP Anil
Sonkar.

During this hundreds of
citizens from different
wards of Lakhenagar and
DD Nagar coming under
Zone-5 of RMC were pres-
ent and the BJYM, BJP and
Mahila Morcha party
workers raised slogans in

protest. Breaking the barri-
cades to allow their entry
inside Zone-5, the BJP
workers entered inside the
office and this led to minor
scuffle between BJP lead-
ers and police.

After this the BJP party
leaders under leadership of
MLA Brijmohan Agrawal
held talks with the Zone
Commissioner about the
lack of cleaning in wards
of Zone-5, drinking water
problems, increasing inci-
dents of dengue, repairing
of street-lights, and others
and gave 7-day ultimatum
to meet up their demands
and warned of staging
movement if not fulfilled.

BJP leaders gherao Zone-5 of RMC, stage demo
Against lack of cleaning
facilities, rise in dengue
cases and others

Gives 7 day ultima-
tum to fulfill demands
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Raipur, Sep 06: A mega
level Dahi-Handi compe-
tition will be organised
by ‘Sarwajanik Dahi
Handi Utsav Samiti’ on
September 8th at Dahi
Handi Ground, Gudiyari.
For the first time,
Govinda toli (team) from
different states including
Maharashtra, Madhya
Pradesh, Jharkhand,
Odisha are also partici-
pating in this competi-
tion. The competition
will start from 4 pm.
Addressing the scribes
here on Wednesday,
‘Sarwajanik Dahi-Handi
Utsav Samiti’, convenor,
Basant Agarwal and
joint convenor
Hemendra Sahu said that
the winning team of the
Dahi-Handi competition

will be given a cash prize
of Rs 5,51,000. Women
teams are also participat-
ing in the event and they
will receive the cash
prize of Rs 2.75 lakh.
They said that this will
be 13th year  the Dahi-
Handi competition is or-
ganised. Last year we
have formed 6 circles and
this year it has been ex-
tended to 7 circles. About
26 local teams from
Raipur, Durg,
Rajnandgaon and other
places are participating
in the event. Basant
Agarwal said that entry

for Dahi-Handi competi-
tion is totally free. The
center of special attrac-
tion will be greased pole
and Dahi-handi competi-
tion. Apart from this, a
cultural program will be
presented by
Chhattisgarh’s  singer
Aaru Sahu, along with a
cultural program from
neighboring Odisha
State and ‘Ghanta Baja’
will be a special center of
attraction.

For the first time,
Govinda toli from differ-
ent states including
Maharashtra are reach-
ing Raipur to participate
in the Dahi Handi compe-
tition, he added.
Hanuman Mandir Trust,
Gudhiyari is also extent-
ing special cooperation to
make the Dahi-Handi
competition successfull.

Mega level Dahi-Handi competition 
in Gudiyari on Sep 8

Raipur, Sep 06: On the oc-
casion ‘Krishna
Janmashtami’ festival,
ISKCON Temple, Raipur,
Tatibandh will be organis-
ing Mangal Aarti on
Thursday, 7th September,
at 04.30 am. Tulsi Aarti at
05 am, Guru Puja at 07.30
am, Shringaar Darshan at
08.30 am, Dhoop Aarti at
08.30 am, Shri Krishna
Balleela recitation by
Siddharth Swami Ji,
Bhajan Kirtan from 09.30
am to 10.30 am, Rajbhog of-
fering from 10.30 am to
12.30 pm, afternoon.
Rajbhog Aarti at 12.30 pm,
Usthapana Aarti at 4.15
pm, Bhajan Sadhya from 6
pm to 10 pm, evening aarti
at 07 pm and Prasad distri-
bution from 10 am to 02
pm, Mahabhishekam from
10 am to 11.30 pm,
Chhappan Bhog Arpan at

12 pm, Maha Aarti at 12.15
pm. From 06 pm to 07 pm
Bhajan Sandhya  will be
organised by the devotees

of ISKCON temple. Shri
Krishna Raas Leela, flow-
ers holi, peacock dance,
thali dance will be per-

formed by Padhari Mallika
and Mehak Malhotra from
Mumbai from 7 pm on-
wards. The program of
Prasadam will go on con-
tinuously.Vyas Puja will be
celebrated on the third day
of the program on Friday,
8th September. The pro-
gram will start with
Mangal Aarti in the morn-
ing and Mahabhishek
from 11 am to 12 am. After
this, Prasadam will be dis-
tributed to all the devotees.
In the meeting organised
at ISKCON Temple on
Wednesday Sulochan
Prabhu, Amit Agarwal,
Rajesh Finger, Pawan
Sachdeva, Arun Tayal,
Pankaj Mishra, Amitabh
Agarwal, Deepak Goyal,
Ashok Agarwal and devo-
tees of ISKCON temple
were present in large 
number.

Various programmes to mark ‘Krishna Janmashtami’ 
festival at ISKCON Temple, Raipur

Nikhil Shyam, Rajnandgoan presented Bhajan Sandhya at
ISKCON Temple, Raipur on Wedneday evening.

Cong VS
‘Sankalp Yatra’

on Sept 9
Raipur, Sep 06:
AICC General
Secretary and PCC
State incharge
Kumari Selja, CM
Bhupesh Baghel, Dy.
CM TS Singh DSeo,
PCC State President
Deepak Baij and VS
Speaker Dr
Charandas Mahant,
Minister Mohan
Markam, AICC Secy.
Rajesh Tiwari, LS
MP Jyotsna Mahant
would be taking part
in the Vidhan Sabha
‘Sankalp Shivir’ to be
held in
Manendragarh VS
on Sept 9 at 11:00 am
and at Baikunthpur
at 1:30 pm and at
Bharatpur- Sonhat
VS at 3:00 pm.

RRaaiippuurr,,  SSeepp  0066:: Chairman of
Chhattisgarh Yoga Commission
Mr. Gyanesh Sharma inaugu-
rated 44th free yoga class at
Vrindavan Garden of
Kushabhau Thakre Ward locat-
ed in Saddu, Raipur. The pro-
gram was presided over by
District Co-operative Bank
Raipur President Mr. Pankaj
Sharma, Ward Coroporator
Mrs. Sushila Dhivar. On this
occasion, Mr. Gyanesh Sharma
also planted saplings in the
garden premises. Gyanesh
Sharma said that Chhattisgarh
Yoga Commission is creating
health awareness  among the
people through free yoga
classes. People are not only
eradicating their diseases

through yoga but are also
avoiding diseases maintaining
their health. Chhattisgarh Yoga
Commission has been doing
the work of connecting people
with yoga by continuously
propagating yoga in
Chhattisgarh since its forma-
tion till now. The Golden Book
of World Records program is
being organised in Raipur in
the coming week. Pankaj
Sharma said that yoga is essen-
tial for our life and we should
include it in our lifestyle.
Corporator Sushila Dhiwar
expressed happiness over open-
ing of yoga class in her ward. On
this occasion, yoga teachers
Chhabi Ram Sahu and Jyoti Sahu
conducted yoga exercises.

44th free regular yoga practice
center inaugurated in Saddu
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BBhhiillaaii,,  SSeepp  0066::  MGM Senior
Secondary School Sector-6,
celebrated the Teachers' Day
with great fervour and enthusi-
asm on September 06, 2023.
The theme of the function was
'I need to Learn'. The Chief
Guest for the occasion was Dr
R Shridhar, Vice-Chancellor,
Kalinga University.

The other distinguished
guest who graced the occa-
sion were the Vice President
of the school Fr Shaji M Baby,
Asst Vicar Fr Shinu Cherian,
KC Mathew, Correspondent,
School Managing Committee
Members, Principal In-
charge, Shaji Chacko,
Incharges of both the shifts
and all the teaching and non-
teaching staff. 

The function commenced
with the presentation of floral
tokens to the Chief Guest and
other dignitaries. This was
followed by the lighting of the
ceremonial lamp and gar-
landing of the portrait of Dr S
Radhakrishnan.

In her welcome speech
Swapna Chacko greeted the
elite gathering and expressed
her sincere gratitude to each
and everyone present.
Principal In-charge Shaji
Chacko in his welcome ad-
dress said that Teachers are
powerful and capable enough
to create a conducive envi-
ronment for the students. 

He reiterated the role of a
teacher and said that MGM
has a lot of energetic students
and the channelization of their
energies to the right direction

is the need of the hour. 
The Chief Guest in his ad-

dress expressing his delight
extended greetings to the
audience and talked about
the importance of teachers
being motivated and using
ones capabilities and skills.
In his speech he also stressed
the importance of teachers
being lifelong learners and
the five golden rules of how
to be motivated and not to be
demotivated. 

The Chief Guest was pre-
sented a memento as a token
of respect. Tokens of appreci-
ation were presented to the
staff members. The vote of
thanks was proposed by
Shiny Joseph followed by the
National Anthem brought
this memorable day to 
an end.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 06: The grand
celebration took place on
the school campus, graced
by the esteemed presence
of President MECA,
Rajam Sudhakaran,
Director MECA, Principal
Dr Sajitha Thambi,
Principal Bhilai Maitri
College Dr Surekha Patil,
Vice Principal Dr Beena
Sajeev, Headmistress
Nishi Sajan, and teachers
from all branches and col-
lege.

MECA President Rajam
Sudhakaran extended her
heartfelt wishes to all the
teachers on this special
occasion, while also re-
flecting on the dynamic
personality of Dr
Radhakrishnan, the first
Indian President and a re-
cipient of the Bharat

Ratna award.
Principal MVN, in her

address, first conveyed
her best wishes to the
teachers and emphasized
the outstanding contribu-
tions of Dr
Radhakrishnan to society
and the education system.

She urged teachers to
maintain an open-minded
approach and foster holis-
tic development in chil-
dren.

S Sajeev, in his speech,
extended his greetings to
the teachers and remind-
ed them not to be swayed

by wrong ideologies but
rather to be open-minded
& to guide the students in
the right direction.

S Sajan, in his address,
wished the teachers and
emphasized that the art of
teaching is not static; it
must evolve dynamically.

He stressed the impor-
tance of teachers continu-
ously upgrading and up-
dating themselves to
shape a better society
through the development
of their students.

The celebration fea-
tured a diverse cultural
program, with enthusias-
tic participation from
management members,
teachers, and students
from various branches
and college. They show-
cased splendid perform-
ances of songs and dances
to mark the occasion.

The program was skill-
fully anchored by Prachi
Dubey, Ankita Paul,
Mimansha Yadav, and
Ayush Mishra, all from
the XI class. The festivi-
ties concluded with a de-
lightful lunch for all at-
tendees.

Selection Trials for BSP's Under-14, 
16 & 19 Cricket Teams from Sept 8-10

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 06: SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant's
Department of Sports,
Cultural & Civic
Amenities (SCCA) is or-
ganizing Selection Trials
to select players for BSP's
Cricket Teams in Under-
14, Under-16 and Under-19
categories, to take part in
the Inter-District Cricket
Competition 2023-24.
Chhattisgarh Cricket
Association will organize
the Inter-District Cricket
Competition 2023-24 in
October 2023.

The Selection Trials will
be organized from
September 08-10, 2023, at
BSP Cricket Ground,
Sector-10, from 10:00 hrs.

The trials for selecting
players for BSP's Under-14
Cricket Team will be or-
ganized on September 08,
2023, for the Under-16
Cricket Team on
September 09, 2023, and for
the Under-19 Cricket Team
will be organized on
September 10, 2023.

Interested players
(Boys) from Bhilai and
nearby areas whose Date
of Birth is between
01.09.2009 to 31.08.2011,
shall be eligible to take
part in the trials for the
Under-14 Category.
Likewise, the candidates
whose Date of Birth is be-
tween 01.09.2008 to
31.08.2010 shall be eligible
for the Under-16 Category
and the ones having a Date

of Birth after 01.09.2005
shall be eligible for the
Under-19 Category, respec-
tively, on the production of
Board Exam Mark Sheet,
past three years Mark
Sheet, original and True-
copy of Birth Certificate
and Aadhar Card, in sup-
port of the proof of age.

Registration for the
Selection Trials may be
made with the selectors
for BSP's Cricket Team, K
Rajgopalan and Paramjeet
Singh, on or before
September 08, 09 and 10,
2023, for the respective cat-
egories at BSP Cricket
Ground, Sector-10, from
10:00 hrs. Abhijit
Bhowmick, Asst Mgr
(SCCA) will be in-charge
of the Selection Trials.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 06: The fest of
Janmashtami was cele-
brated in DAV Ispat Public
School Sector 2 with great
zeal and enthusiasm by
the students of the junior
wing. The day was named
as the Yellow Day marking
the Nandotsav. The little
ones came up in their yel-
low attire, some dressed
up like Shri Krishna and
the girls in their colour
dresses with the looks of
Radha.

The Janmotsav of Lord
Krishna was marked by a
variety of fun filled events
and activities where chil-
dren presented a group
dance, songs, and speeches
related to the significance
of the day. The Principal
Priyanka Shukla took this
occasion to interact with

the tiny tots regarding the
importance of the day and
wished everyone a very
Krishna Janmotsav. The
best dressed boy and girl
were awarded with the
title of Mr Natkhat and Ms
Radha respectively.

The little ones also par-
ticipated in breaking of
the small earthen pots tied
to ropes on both the ends
and it as an eye catching

event to witness the little
ones blind folded heading
to break the small pots
kept within their reach
only under the supervi-
sion of their teachers.

The school also ob-
served the Teachers Day
celebration a day before
that is on September 05,
2023 in its school premises.
The celebration of the day
began with the special as-

sembly where after the
Gayatri Mantra and the
DAV Anthem the
Principal Priyanka
Shukla lit up the lamp to
mark the occasion.

This was followed by of-
fering floral tribute to Dr
Sarvapalli Radhakrishnan
by all the teachers turn
wise. Students presented
conversation to throw
light on the significance of

the day and speeches. The
Inter House Dance
Competition as well as the
Solo Dance performance
of Class I and II also took
place on the day.

The Senior wing stu-
dents had arranged for
many other fun filled ac-
tivities and gathering for
their teachers where they
honoured every teacher on
stage with a beautiful be-
fitting title to their name.

This was the day in par-
ticular where the love and
bonding between the
teacher and the students
was very reflected on
everyone's face. The stu-
dents expressed their
whole hearted gratitude
and sincere thanks to the
teachers for all the efforts
they had put for moulding
them into good citizens of
the nation.

Awareness workshop on safety of
Women Contractual Workers organised 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 06: Bhilai
Steel Plant's BRM
Department under Mills
Zone-1 organised the
'Nayee Chetna'
Programme, to spread
awareness on safety among
Women Contractual
Workers. The Programme
was organized at BRM
Conference Hall on
September 05, 2023. SK
Behra, GM (BRM) was the
Chief Guest on this occa-
sion.

'Nayee Chetna' is aimed
at sensitizing women con-
tractual workers to the
risks and hazards at the
workplace and making
them aware of their statu-
tory rights, welfare facili-

ties, safety, health, cleanli-
ness and sexual harass-
ment at the workplace.

Addressing the gather-
ing SK Behra spoke on var-
ious safety initiatives and
urged the attendees to be
well acquainted with the
information regarding the
Rights & Duties, responsi-
bilities and Health & Safety
norms which are being
provided in the pro-

gramme. Such initiatives
are an appreciable step by
the Personnel Department
towards benefiting the
Women Contractual
Workers, Behra said.

Shalini Chaurasiya, Asst
Mgr (Personnel, SZ-1) pro-
vided detailed information
on Sexual Harassment at
the Workplace, while
Samayla Ansari, Asst Mgr
(Personnel, Mills Zone-1)

provided necessary infor-
mation on Rights & Duties,
responsibilities and Health
and safety norms to the
Women Contractual
Workers.

The programme was com-
pered by Samayla Ansari,
while RK Pandey, Harish
Baituley, ALWOs and Mills
Zone-1 personnel also con-
tributed for organizing the
programme successfully.

Old man caught for cannabis smuggling 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 06: Police ar-
rested a 68-year-old man
on charges of cannabis
smuggling. He was
caught red handed while
smuggling cannabis in a
car from Mahasamund to
Bhilai. About 18 kg of
Ganja worth about Rs 2
lakhs was recovered
from him.

DSP (Crime) Rajeev
Sharma informed that on
the instructions of SP
Shalabh Sinha and super-
vision of ASP (City)
Sanjay Dhruv, a special
campaign is being run
against the illegal drug
dealers and smugglers. A
joint team led by Inspector
Santosh Mishra (I/c
ACCU) and Inspector
Keshav Kosle (SHO,
Kumhari) was formed and

deployed on the campaign.
The team maintained

vigil on the suspects and
criminal record holders.
The network of informers
was also activated.
Meanwhile, the ACCU
team received a tip off
about one Baliram
Thakur, a resident of
Sangram Chowk Camp 01,
who was smuggling

cannabis in his Tata Nano
car from Mahasamund.
He used to sell cannabis to
the peddlers in Bhilai.

Acting on this tip off,
Police force was deployed
at Kumhari Toll Plaza and
the Tata Nano car bearing
registration number CG
04 HV 9212 was intercept-
ed. During checking,
about 18 kg of cannabis

worth about Rs 02 lakh,
packed in 18 packets was
found from a secret slot
behind the rear seat.
Action was taken against
the accused Baliram
Thakur (68) son of Late
Ramsurat Thakur, a resi-
dent of Steel Nagar, Camp
01 Bhilai under the provi-
sions of Section 20(b) of
NDPS Act.

ASI Shamit Mishra,
Head Constable Satyendra
M a d h a r i a ,
Chandrashekhar Banjir,
Constables Arvind
Mishra, Rinku Soni, Amit
Dubey, D Prakash, Gunit
Kumar, Nitin Singh, Head
Constable Nandlal Singh,
Constables Bunty Singh,
Vijay Dhurandhar, Om
Prakash and driver con-
stable Yashwant Sahu
played a vital role in ar-
resting the accused.

Shraddha Montessori celebrates
Janmashtami with zeal 

Bhilai, Sep 06: Various
programs were organized
at Shraddha Montessori
School, Balaji Nagar
Khursipar on the occasion
of Shri Krishna
Janmashtami. Principal
Radha Chaturvedi in-
formed that children from
nursery to class 12th were
dressed in the costumes of
Shri Krishna and Radha.
They participated in the

Matka Phod event. The
kids danced as Gopi and
Gwal Bal. Teachers also
participated in the pro-
gram along with the stu-
dents.

Prizes were given to the
winners - students of class
12th, R Jaya, Palak Bharti,
teacher Jayalalithaa and
others. School
Administrator Anup
Chaturvedi said that it has

always been their endeav-
our to provide every op-
portunity to enhance the
talents of the children.

The program was coor-
dinated by Hemant
Tripathi and Shiv
Chowdhary while Anoop
Chaturvedi proposed the
vote of thanks. Shri
Krishna Janmashtami cel-
ebrations concluded in a
joyous atmosphere.

SUV plunges into Sheonath; four 
meet watery grave, one missing 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Sep 06: Four per-
sons including two minors
met with a watery grave
while one minor went
missing after a SVU
plunged into River
Sheonath in the wee hours
of Wednesday. The inci-
dent occurred at the old
bridge of Durg -
Rajnandgaon Road in
Pulgaon area of the dis-
trict.

SDRF conducted search
and rescue operations and
fished out the SUV. Four

bodies were trapped in the
vehicle while one child
was missing. Search oper-
ations are on to search the
missing child.

ASP (City) Sanjay
Dhruv informed that the
incident took place around
00:30 hrs on the interven-
ing night of Wednesday. A
Mahindra Bolero Camper
SUV bearing registration
number CG07-CN-0860 fell
into the River Sheonath
from the old bridge at
Pulgaon. The local fisher-
men immediately in-
formed the Police about

the incident. Police team
reached the spot but the
search and rescue opera-
tions could not be
launched due to darkness.

The State Disaster
Response Team launched
the search operations on
Wednesday morning and
found the SUV after about
three hours. The vehicle
was fished out from the
river with the help of
earth movers. Bodies of a
man, woman and two chil-
dren were found trapped
inside the vehicle.

The man on the driving

seat was identified as Lalit
Sahu (40) a resident of
Borsi, and a native of vil-
lage Sakraud, Gunderdehi
(Balod). He worked as a
driver and lived with his
family at Borsi in Durg.
His father was called in to
identify the bodies. He
confirmed the identity of
Lalit Sahu but was unable
to identify the other de-
ceased.

Later, Lalit's wife identi-
fied the deceased lady as
Tameshwari Deshmukh
(33) wife of Girish
Deshmukh a resident of

village Sakraud,
Gunderdehi (Balod).
Thereafter, the two minor
girls were identified as
Yash Kumari (13) and
Kumari Kumud (7), daugh-
ters of Tameshwari
Deshmukh.

Family of the deceased
lady informed that she
was travelling with her
three daughters.
Thereafter, search opera-
tions were launched to
find the missing child
identified as Kumari
Garima (11) was missing.

ASP (City) Sanjay
Dhruv informed that the
deceased Lalit Sahu and
others had gone to KGN
Dhaba in Rajnandgaon for
dinner and they were re-
turning back to Borsi in
the Bolero Camper SUV.

At Pulgaon, they took
the route of the old bridge
instead of the new bridge.
Their vehicle plunged into
the river while crossing
the old bridge. Police have
lodged a case and investi-
gations are on.
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Janmashtami celebrated with zeal in DAV Ispat Public School 

MVN celebrates Teachers Day with great enthusiasm Teachers Day celebrated at 
MGM Senior Secondary School 
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JANMASHTAMI CELEBRATIONS

School children are seen dressed as Lord Krishna and goddess Radha during the celebrations on the eve of
‘Krishna Janmashtami’ festival, in Amritsar, Wednesday, Sept. 6.

Rajouri/Jammu, Sep 06: 

Supporters of terrorists
here will be dealt with
“strictly” to thwart any
fresh conspiracy from
Pakistan to disturb peace
in the region, Jammu and
Kashmir DGP Dilbag
Singh said on Wednesday
after reviewing the securi-
ty situation in Rajouri and
Poonch.

He also asserted that the
security grid has been
strengthened and area
domination ensured with
massive searches.

The cross-border relation
between “traitors who have
taken shelter in Pakistan”
and their supporters in
Jammu and Kashmir will
be “broken, squeezed and
finished” to thwart any
fresh conspiracy from
Pakistan to disturb peace
in the region, Singh said.
“Under no circumstances,
will we allow terrorism to

raise its ugly head again in
Rajouri and Poonch dis-
tricts. Terrorism will be
crushed with an iron fist
and those supporting ter-
rorism will be dealt with
strictly,” the police chief
told reporters in Rajouri
district. He said some “trai-
tors”, who were involved in

terrorism here before es-
caping to Pakistan for shel-
ter, are still indulging in ter-
rorist activities against
India from across the bor-
der. “We have already pre-
pared their data and have
started a drive to attach
their properties and de-
clare them proclaimed of-
fenders.

There are people who
are supporting them from
this side. The cross-border
relation to strengthen ter-
rorism will be broken,
squeezed and finished,” the
DGP said.

Referring to the declara-
tion of 16 terrorists as pro-
claimed offenders with

properties of some of them
attached in Doda district
last month, he said similar
action will be initiated
against those involved in
terrorism in Rajouri and
Poonch as identification of
such persons is in progress.

Congratulating security
forces and civilian volun-
teers, including village de-
fence guards, for back-to-
back successful operations
against terrorists in
Rajouri and Poonch, and
Reasi in the past couple of
months, he said the border
grid has been further
strengthened and this was
evident as infiltration at-
tempts were foiled this year.

Terrorism will be crushed with iron fist: J-K DGP

Itanagar, Sep 06:
Arunachal Pradesh Chief
Minister Pema Khandu on
Wednesday expressed con-
cern over China’s proposed
mega hydropower project
on the upstream of Siang
River in Tibet, stating it
will have a cascading effect
on India and Bangladesh in
the near future. During a
zero-hour discussion in the
state assembly, initiated by
Congress MLA Lombo
Tayeng seeking a declara-
tion of recurring annual
floods in Siang Valley as a
natural calamity, Khandu
said China has proposed a
60,000 MW hydro-power
plant on the river, called
Tsangpo in Tibet, in its
14th five-year plan. “We are
worried about the project’s
impact in the future.
Accordingly, a high-level
meeting of the

Brahmaputra Board was
convened recently. The
Centre has proposed a bar-
rage on Siang River so that
Chinese activities do not af-
fect the river,” he said.
Khandu said a survey for
the proposed barrage will
be carried out, and once it
is completed, the Centre
will decide on the next step.
Tayeng, while initiating
the discussion, pointed out
that the Siang River is fre-
quently changing its
course causing massive
land erosion of a few lakh
hectares of cultivated land,
and reducing the area of
the D Ering wildlife sanctu-
ary.

“Since there is a possible
involvement of China in
blocking and diverting of
water, dumping of con-
struction material in the
river and unwarranted re-
leasing of water in the up-
stream in their territory, if
the phenomenon of recur-
ring floods in Siang Valley
is not declared a national
calamity and adequate

measures taken, it may be
disastrous in near future,”
Tayeng said.

China’s mega power project on Siang River to have
cascading effect on India, B’desh: Arunachal CM
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Kasdol, Sep 06:

On the occasion of
World Tribal Day, bonus
certificates for the session
2021-22 were given to
tendu leaf collectors in a
district level program or-
ganized at Nagar Bhawan
located at the district
headquarters, but they
were not distributed with
bonus for the session 2022.

It is noteworthy that on
the occasion of World
Tribal Day on August 9,
under the chief hospitali-
ty of Bilaigarh assembly
constituency MLA
Chandradev Rai, a total of
Rs 14 crore 20 lakh 90
thousand as remunera-
tion was given as remu-
neration to 55 thousand
880 tendupatta beneficiar-
ies of 60 tendupatta collec-
tors committees. The cer-
tificate was provided and
it was said that the money
would be credited to the
bank account in two-four
days.

In this, there were some
beneficiaries who had
sold more Tendu leaves, to
whom the department
also gave appreciation
certificates, but now they

have to run around for the
bonus amount, due to
which the beneficiaries
who are collectors of
Tendu leaves are troubled.

Here the collectors al-
leged that to show ap-
plause, the government
distributed certificates for
bonus and also published
the news in newspapers,
but the government has

made a joke with the
tendu leaf collectors.

This figure was
released on Tribal Day

The department has
given Rs 6 crore 40 lakh 71
thousand 920 to 19 thou-
sand 591 beneficiaries of
24 committees for the year
2023, Rs 2 crore 65 lakh 63
thousand 792 to 19 thou-
sand 245 beneficiaries of

19 committees as bonus in
2021 and Rs 2 crore 65 lakh
63 thousand 792 for the
year 2022. Similarly, 59
beneficiaries were told to
provide Community
Forest Rights Resource
Letter to the villagers of
village Gabod under 1 vil-
lage Kasdol, including in-
dividual forest rights let-
ter.

Tendupatta collectors express 
displeasure over no bonus distribution

What people say
The Congress government
has cheated the tendu leaf
collectors by giving them
citations, today 25 days
have passed but the col-
lectors have not received
the bonus amount, if the
government does not give
the amount soon then
there will be a demonstra-
tion. Loknath Ratre,
Sayyabhata Committee
The work of depositing the
amount in the accounts of
tendupatta collectors has
started. The amount will
start appearing in the
accounts of the collectors
in two to four days. 

MMaayyaannkk  AAggaarrwwaall,,  FFoorreesstt
MMaannddaall  OOffffiicceerr

BBaallooddaabbaazzaarr

Jagdalpur, Sep 06:
Collector Vijay Dayaram K
distributed a cheques of
Rs 2 lakhs each to the
claimants of three insur-
ance holders under
Pradhan Mantri Suraksha
Bima Yojana and Pradhan
Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Bima
Yojana on the accidental
death of NRLM group
members in the deadline
meeting.

On this occasion, the
Collector expressed grati-
tude to those who made ef-
forts to get the amount to
the relatives of the in-
sured and said that timely
payment should be made
to maintain the faith of
the people towards the
schemes. Along with this,
the family members were
asked to make a fixed de-
posit of the amount being
received for the children.

Collector Vijay was tak-
ing the weekly deadline
meeting in the Prerna

meeting room of the dis-
trict office on Tuesday. He
discussed about infra-
structure development in-
cluding road, electricity in
Kalepal area and instruct-
ed to take necessary ad-
ministrative approval for
development works soon.
In the meeting, the
progress of approval
works under Bastar Area
Tribal Development
Authority was reviewed.
He also discussed the
agenda of the upcoming
meeting of the authority.
He assigned various re-
sponsibilities to the offi-
cers for election work and
reviewed the status of
Electoral Roll Revision

Program for the election,
status of door to door sur-
vey and other works. The
Collector directed the
Food Department to bring
progress on the recovery
proceedings being done in
connection with the short-
age of materials in PDS
shops. Instructed all the
subdivisional officers to
provide necessary cooper-
ation to the general public
in the work of revenue
through field staff.

In the meeting, the sta-
tus of Godhan Nyay
Yojana, lifting of vermi
compost, unemployment
allowance and skill train-
ing appointments of eligi-
ble beneficiaries, verifica-

tion of farmers for Kharif
year for Kisan Nyay
Yojana, camps organized
for making PM Kisan
Samman Nidhi, Kisan
Credit, Ayushman Card,
Reviewed the condition of
buildings of Sub Health
Center, weekly progress of
e-KYC, arrangements of
District Hospital, econom-
ic activities of RIPA,
works of MLA and other
development works. On
this occasion, District
Panchayat CEO Prakash
Sarve, Divisional Forest
Officer Uttam Gupta,
Additional Collector
Haresh Mandavi and all
district level officers were
present.

Ensure timely payment 
for schemes: Collector 

Collector distributes cheques of Rs 2-2 lakhs to the claimants of three insured

 To maintain 
people’s faith in
schemes

Baghbahra, Sep 06:

It was jointly under the
aegsi of SBI Bagbahra
branch, Pensioners’
Association, Tehsil branch
Bagbahra Teacher’s day
was celebrated in the
building of Govt Class III
Employees here on
Tuesday. In this pro-
gramme, all the teachers
and pensioners were felici-
tated and honoured.

First the chief guest

Dakeshwar Verma,
Branch Manager SBI
Bagbahra, Apita Haldhar
Lekhapal and President
Pensioners’ Association
offered prayers to Goddess
Saraswati and
Chhattisgarh Mahatari
and also garlanded the
photo of former President
and educationist Dr
S a r v e p a l l i
Radhakrishnan. Giving in-
formation about the
Teachers day, it was in-

formed why it is celebrat-
ed. The Branch Manager
SBI Bagbahra branch ap-
prised the people about the
facilities provided by the
bank and created aware-
ness among the people
present about the increas-
ing cyber-crime incident
and how to avoid it. As ho-
nour to teachers and pen-
sioners, they were distrib-
uted with a copy and pen.

In this programme,
President Pensioners’
Association BR
Chandrakar, Secretary
Shobharam Patel, Patron-
Shrivastava; Asst. Secy.-
GD Manikpuri; DK Sen,
Shobharam Patel, Sanjay
Sharma, Ullhas Das,
Bhimsen Chandrakar,
Harish Gautam, Laddu
Lal Mishra, Gajanan
C h a n d r a k a r ,
GangadharSahu, Bhushan
Sahu, Mohanlal Patel, AR
Dhruv, Kissan Diwan,
Tularam Sahu and others
were present.

Teachers, pensioners felicitated
On occasion of Teacher’s Day

Pandariya, Sep 06: Jogi
Congress, which is playing
the responsibility of the
opposition with great
strength in the Pandariya
assembly, created a new
history as a regional party
by holding a meeting, rally
with more than 3000 peo-
ple. The siege of the office
has created upheaval in
the politics of Pandariya
and after this meeting of
Jogi Congress, it has be-
come clear that the contest
in Pandariya is going to be
triangular.Jogi Congress
under the leadership of
State President of JCC (J)
Amit Jogi in Pandariya
came up with a 21-point de-
mand for change resolu-
tion, mainly farmers,
labourers, tribals, youth,
women, electricity, roads,
health and education.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Amit Jogi said that
my fight in Chhattisgarh
is not with BJP and

Congress but with pover-
ty. Ravi Chandravanshi,
an active youth leader of
Jogi Congress in
Pandariya, said that today
is a day for us and it is a
historic day that such a
large number of people
have come without any
greed to take a pledge for
change. Aswani Yadu,
youth district president of
Kawardha district, said
that this time no govern-
ment is going to be formed
in Chhattisgarh without a
regional party.

District President Sunil

Kesarwani said that both
the national parties are
going to contest elections
with money power, but we
have people’s power.
Prominently present were
Chairman of the commit-
tee Tilak Dewangan,
General Secretary Mahesh
Dewangan, Youth State
President Pradeep Sahu,
Guru Manharandas, Uday
Charan Banjare, Sunil
Kesarwani, Aswani Yadu,
Keval Chandravanshi,
Ganesh Patre, Chetan
Verma, Ranjit Verma,
Vinod and others.

Jogi Congress debuts with
‘Parivartan Sankalp’ rally

Anwari, Sep 06: 

The indefinite strike regard-
ing the 5-point demands of the
Health Federation is underway,
but no initiative has been taken
by the government to end the
strike and action has been
taken against more than 3500
striking health employees.
Officials of the Health
Federation say that the govern-
ment and administration have
opened offices for health work-
ers even on Saturday and
Sunday holidays. It is worth
noting that no action letter has
been issued till the conclusion
of Rahul Gandhi’s meeting,

after the conclusion of the
meeting, letters of action have
been issued till late night. As
per reports,40 thousand health
employees and officers of the
state will submit mass resigna-
tion letter to the Health
Minister and Federation offi-
cials say that now the depart-
mental officers will not need to
go on duty to take action
against the employees during
holidays. Forty thousand health
employees of the state will
submit their mass resignation
and health workers are making
their work easier by resigning
en masse, the federation quot-
ed.

Action taken against above
3500 striking health employees

GGaauurreellllaa--PPeennddrraa--MMaarrwwaahhii,,  SSeepp
0066:: District level Chhattisgarhia
Olympics concluded here with
full grandeur with tug of war
competition. In the closing cere-
mony, Marwahi MLA Dr. KK
Dhruv, District Panchayat
President Arun Singh Chauhan,
State Youth Commission member
Uttam Vasudev and many public
representatives awarded the
winning participants with
medals, shields and citations. In
the tug of war competition

organized on the concluding
occasion, District Panchayat
Marwahi stood first in the
women’s category up to 18 years
of age and District Panchayat
Pendra stood first in the men’s
category. Chief guest of the
closing ceremony, MLA Dr KK
Dhruv ,congratulating all the
players, wished them all the best
for bringing glory to GPM district
by winning more prizes than last
time in division and state level
competitions. District Panchayat

President Mr. Arun Singh
Chauhan said that Chief Minister

Mr. Bhupesh Baghel is organizing
Chhattisgarh Olympics to

encourage traditional sports
activities of Chhattisgarh in rural
and urban areas and to provide
platform to participants of all age
groups. Chhattisgarh State
Youth Commission member.
Uttam Vasudev also praised the
work being done by Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel for the
welfare and upliftment of all sec-
tions of the society along with
promoting traditional sports
activities. Under guidance of
District Nodal Officer of

Chhattisgarh Olympics and
Project Director, District
Panchayat (DRDA) Kaushal
Prasad Tendulkar District
Collector Mrs. Priyanka Rishi
Mahobia, the district level com-
petition started from August 27
and ended on September 4. In
the closing ceremony, Ms. Mamta
Paikra, President of District
Panchayat Pushpeshwari Tanwar,
Member of District Panchayat
Bilaspur, Savita Rathore and
many others were present.

District level Ch’garhia Olympics concludes

Jagdalpur, Sep 06: BJP
termed Tamil Nadu DMK
government minister
Ubhayanidhi Stalin’s state-
ment as breaking the na-
tion and hurting Hindutva.
In protest against the con-
troversial statement, under
the aegis of Bharatiya
Janata Yuva Morcha
(BJYM) and Mahila
Morcha, a protest was held
at the local Gol Bazar inter-
section on Tuesday. Angry
BJP workers burnt effigies
of Ubhayanidhi Stalin,
Sonia Gandhi, Rahul
Gandhi and Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata
Banerjee. BJP workers
raised slogans in protest. A
large number of BJP lead-
ers and workers gathered
and protested by burning
the effigy for about half an
hour. BJP District
President Rup Singh
Madavi said that this is a
very shameful statement.
The alliance is also sitting
tight-lipped on this. As a
mark of protest, today the
BJP has burnt the effigies
of the big faces of the oppo-

sition alliance who are
doing politics of appease-
ment. Former MP Dinesh
Kashyap said that such peo-
ple and statements that di-
vide the country and insult
Hindutva will not be toler-
ated. BJYM District
President Avinash
Srivastava said that a
strong protest has been

conducted against those
who insult Sanatan
Dharma.

The dark face of the op-
position alliance has come
before the country. BJP
Mahila Morcha District
President Sudha Mishra
said that the opposition al-
liance is making state-
ments against Sanatan

Dharma for dirty politics
and votes. The people of the
country will answer this.
BJP’s Vidyasharan Tiwari,
Yogendra Pandey,
Ramashray Singh,
Vedprakash Pandey,
Rajneesh Panigrahi,
Rajendra Bajpai, Suresh
Gupta, Sanjay Pandey, Alok
Awasthi, Santosh Tripathi,
Rupesh Jain, Rajpal Patel,
Nirmal Panigrahi, Nared
Panigrahi, Vikram Singh
during effigy burning
Yadav, Dinesh Panigrahi,
Atul Kaushal, Sunil Das,
Laxman Jha, Manoj Patel,
Kamal Patwa, Prakash Jha,
Raidu Nag, Mahendra
Sethia, Vikas Sikdar, Manoj
Thakur, Bantu Pandey,
Harish Parekh, Yogesh
Mishra, Surya Bhushan
Singh, Amar Jha , Geeta
Nag, Kiran Dewan, Prithvi
Singh, Vivek Yadav,
Animesh Singh Chauhan,
Yogesh Panigrahi, Suraj
Mishra, Maheswari
Thakur, Nileshwari
Bhagwatkar, Gayatri
Kashyap, Sudha Gupta and
others were included.

BJP burnt effigies of Stalin, Sonia, Rahul and Mamta

Korba, Sep 06: 

DCC team staged
demonstration on
Tuesday at the SECL
headquarters gate and a
memorandum was sub-
mitted to the SECL man-
agement in which it took
cognizance of the Pelma
opencast mine located in
Raigarh area of SECL
being handed over to a pri-
vate company for opera-
tion on the mine developer
and operator model. DCC

workers requested to
withdraw the same.

Giving information on
this, SECL Bilaspur said
that in the financial year
2022, more than 200 mil-
lion tonnes of coal has
been imported in the
country, the total cost of
which is Rs 2.28 lakh
crore. In the same year,
the per tonne rate of do-
mestic coal was Rs 2,362,
while the landing price of
imported coal was esti-
mated at Rs 19,324 per
tonne.

And India has the fifth
largest coal reserve in the
world, however the coun-
try has to import coal.
More than 75 million
tonnes of non-coking coal
is imported every year in
the country, whose re-
serves are present in
states like Chhattisgarh
and Orissa, which means
that if domestic coal pro-
duction is increased from
these areas, it will defi-
nitely help in reducing the
coal import bill.

According to the policy of
the Government of India,
with the aim of increasing
the domestic coal produc-
tion, coal blocks are being
allotted by the govern-
ment through auction,
while such mines where
there is delay in operation
due to geological or local
factors, they are being
sold to private players.
Tenders are being invited
on Mine Developer and
Operator Model (MDO) for
operation through And al-
location of mines on MDO
mode is done through
global tender in which
companies from all over
the world can participate.
This process is done in a
transparent manner
through the online portal.

In MDO mode, tenders
related to coal mining like
OB extraction, coal extrac-
tion, coal transportation
etc. are done together in-
stead of separately. The
concerned Company is
also ready to invest in
modern technology and

heavy machinery. In this
way production from the
mine can be started quick-
ly.

Mines of MDO mode
are mines of SECL only
and they are not sold to
anyone. The concerned
company is not allowed to
earn profit by selling coal
in the open market, thus
the concerned company
cooperates with the par-
ent company in the pro-
duction. More than 15
mines in the whole coun-
try are being operated on
MDO mode. In SECL, 3
such mines have been
awarded through global
tendering and all the three
have been awarded to 3 dif-
ferent private companies.

In this way, the opera-
tion of mines on MDO
mode will increase domes-
tic coal production, which
will directly benefit the
country’s industries in the
form of availability of
coal at a lower rate, as well
as reduce the burden of
coal import bill.

DCC leaders demonstrate outside SECL hq’s gate
 To protest handing

over Pelma 
opencast mine
located in Raigarh
area to a private
company 

 Mines of MDO
mode are mines 
of SECL only and it
is not sold to 
anyone: SECL
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Raipur, Sep 06: In a signif-
icant move guided by Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
the Chhattisgarh
Government officially un-
veiled the “Chhattisgarh
Tourism Policy 2020”
through a Gazette notifica-
tion dated April 18, 2020.
This policy marks a pivotal
step in recognizing
tourism as a full-fledged in-
dustry within the state.
Implemented for a five-
year term, the
Chhattisgarh Tourism
Policy 2020 outlines strate-
gies to boost tourism
through PPP model and
tourism promotion for
local entrepreneurs and
private investors.
Furthermore, it lays out a
comprehensive plan to de-
velop tourism destinations
across all districts of the
state.

Water Tourism
Recognizing the vast po-

tential for water tourism
within the state,
Chhattisgarh Government
has identified nine key
water bodies for compre-
hensive development.
These include Murum
Silli, Gangrel Dam

Dhamtari, Hasdeo Bango
reservoir Korba, Sanjay
Gandhi Jalashay
(Khutaghat) Ratanpur,
Saroda Reservoir
Kabirdham, Samoda
Barrage, Kodar Reservoir
Raipur, Manaliya
Reservoir Gaurela, and
Dudhawa Reservoir
Kanker.

Ram Van Gaman Path
In an effort to promote

spiritual tourism, a total of
75 locations have been se-
lected falling under the
Ram Van Gaman Path in
Chhattisgarh. The first
phase, which encompasses

ten locations such as
Sitamadi Harchouka,
Ramgarh, Shivrinayaran,
Champaran, Turturiya,
Chandkhuri, Rajim,
Sihawa Saptrishi Ashram,
Jagdalpur, and Ramaram,
has been allocated a sub-
stantial budget of Rs 162
crores for development and
beautification. Notably, the
initial phases in Chandkhuri,
Shivrinarayan, Rajim, and
Champaran have already
been successfully completed.
Tribal Tourism Circuit
Chhattisgarh is celebrat-

ing its rich cultural diversi-
ty by starting resorts in

various districts under the
“Tribal Tourism Circuit.”
These include Eco Resort
Kurdar in Bilaspur dis-
trict, Baiga Ethnic Resort
Saroda Dadar in
Kabirdham district,
Dhankul Ethnic Resort in
Kondagaon district, Sarna
Ethnic Resort in Jashpur
district, Koinar Highway
Treat in Jashpur district,
Hill Myna Highway Treat
in Kanker district,
Satrenga Boat Club and
Resort in Korba district,
and Site Amenity in
Maheshpur in Surguja dis-
trict.

State govt officially unveils
CG Tourism policy

To boost the tourism
as an Industry in the
state

Bilaspur (Bharni), Sep
06: On the occasion of
Teachers’ Day, a program
was organized in the audi-
torium of St. Xavier’s
High School, Bharni. On
this occasion, managing
cum director  of the school
Dr. G.S. Patnaik, Director
Lekhashree Patnaik, G.
Sudarshan Patnaik, CEO
Mukesh Saraf, Chief
Finance Superintendent
P.V. Mistry, Hashim
Hameed, R. P. Aggarwal,
Sita Sultania and school
principal Jitinder Singh
Hundal, Vice Principal
Nastine Begum, senior
teachers Nancy Parekh,
Subas Roy and principals,
vice principals and all the
teachers of all branches
attended the event 

The program was inau-
gurated by lighting the
lamp by , Dr. GS Patnaik
sir. In the program, stu-
dents gave a captivating
presentation through
Saraswati Vandana and
cultural presentation, due
to which the teachers ap-
peared emotional.
Thereafter, all the present-
ed dignitaries at the pro-
gram openly appreciated

the importance of the
teachers , their contribu-
tion and hard work and
called them the builder of
the nation.

After this, the Principal
of the school  Jitinder
Singh Hundal extended
his heartiest gratitude to
all 400 teachers of all the
branches. He said that it’s
our fortune to host teach-
ers day event first time in
Bharni campus. He also
described pivotal role of
teachers and said that if a
teacher is determined to

achieve any goal. So that
task cannot be impossible .
Thereafter, before starting
his speech, the managing
cum director of the school,
Dr. GS Patnaik, folded his
hands in respect of all the
teachers and expressed his
respect in a humble man-
ner. This expressed an
emotional attachment to-
wards all teachers.

Sharing a recent inci-
dent Mr. Patnaik said
when a reporter congratu-
lated an MP for the suc-
cess of Chandrayan 3 , she

refused to take credit and
said the reason behind tal-
ismanic performance of
scientists is teachers.
Teachers are doing charis-
ma everyday in the class-
room .

Thereafter, Teacher’s
Day gifts were presented
to the teachers of all the
branches and after this,
the meeting was declared
over with the national an-
them. After that, all the
teachers took refresh-
ments and left for their re-
spective destinations.

St. Xavier’s High School Bilaspur zone celebrates teacher’s day 

Raipur, Sep 06: Under
the directives of Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, the honorarium
for community organiz-
ers assisting in the imple-
mentation of various
schemes under the

Department of Urban
Administration and
Development, DAY-
NULM, has increased
by Rs 3,000.

C h h a t t i s g a r h
Mantralaya (Mahanadi
Bhavan) in Nava Raipur
has issued orders to
hike the honorarium for
208 active community
organizers under DAY-
NULM. Previously, they
were receiving Rs
15,000, but now they will

receive Rs 18,000, mark- ing a 20 per cent increase.

State Govt approves Rs 3,000 monthly honorarium hike 
For DAY-NULM 
community organiz-
ers as per CM’ s
announcement

Fertilizers be sold through POS
machines: Agri department

Raipur, Sep 06: With the aim of providing quality seeds,
fertilizers and pesticides to the farmers of all the districts
of the state, agricultural input sales centers are being
continuously inspected and action is being taken against
irregularities in accordance with the instructions of
Agriculture Department, Chhattisgarh Government. As
per the instructions of the government, it is mandatory
to sell the subsidized fertilizers through POS machine.
The manufacturer company gets the subsidy for fertiliz-
ers only after selling them through pos machine. Retail
fertilizer sellers should not under any circumstances sell
subsidized fertilizers without pos machine and farmers
should not fall prey to any kind of inducement from cer-
tain companies and reduce their fertilizer stock even
without selling fertilizers.

BBiijjaappuurr,,  SSeepp  0066::  As per the
instructions of the State
Congress Committee, the
District Congress Committee
Bijapur organized a press con-
ference on September 06 at the
district headquarters Bijapur
and informed about the “Bharat
Jodo” Padyatra to be held at the
district headquarters Bijapur on
September 07. During this,
District Incharge of Bharat Jodo
Padyatra and Bijapur MLA
Vikram Mandavi while address-
ing the press conference said
that we all will celebrate the
anniversary of Rahul Gandhi’s
Bharat Jodo Yatra on  Sep 7. In
the present situation of the
country, when the people sit-
ting in the power  are doing pol-
itics in the name of regionalism,
religion and communalism, the
Bharat Jodo Yatra of the
Congress had brought a new
hope in front of the country.
When the ruling party and the
rulers are promoting the poli-
tics of polarization on the basis
of religion by pushing back the
needs of the common man, edu-
cation and employment, then it
becomes the moral and political
duty of a public concern party
like Congress, To save the coun-
try, to save the unity and
integrity of the country, this
was the aim of the Bharat Jodo

Yatra, to run a great campaign
like Bharat Jodo Yatra.

MLA Vikram Mandavi said
that last year on September 7,
2022, the ex-party president
and senior Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi started the his-
toric Bharat Jodo Yatra, which is
the longest padyatra by any
politician in India so far. The
journey of 4,081 kilometres, 136
days across 12 states and 2
union territories, 75 districts
and 76 Lok Sabha constituen-
cies has left an indelible mark
on the minds of the people.
Millions of people were mes-
merized by Rahulji’s unwaver-
ing spirit of uniting every Indian
irrespective of religion, commu-
nity, caste etc. with love and
unity. This thoughtful initiative
of his was the need of the hour,
which fundamentally changed
the direction of politics in our
country. The Karnataka elec-
tion results, especially after the
visit, were an excellent expres-
sion of the people’s collective

desire to bring the Congress
Party back to power. 

Mandavi further said that
Rahul Gandhi’s Bharat Jodo
Yatra was a balm on the wounds
of the countrymen. 

The citizens of the states
through which this yatra passed
gave full support to the cam-
paign being run by the former
Congress President on issues
like inflation, unemployment,
starvation, plight of farmers.
People were eager to meet
Rahul Gandhi. Thousands of
people were walking on foot, on
the road, standing on the roofs
of houses, ready to welcome
them. This was an expression of
people’s love and dedication

towards Rahul Gandhi and
Congress. 

Congress is committed to
protect the country’s unity,
integrity, constitution and
democracy. Congress party
considers Satyagraha as a
strong weapon to fight for the
rights of the people even before
independence and Bharat Jodo
Pad yatra proved to be the
biggest and transformative
Satyagraha of the country after
independence. 

Many leaders of the
Congress party, including the
Father of the Nation Mahatma
Gandhi, have solved important
issues of the people in the coun-
try through Satyagraha. This
Satyagraha will uproot the ide-
ology which idolizes the killer of
the Father of the Nation,
Mahatma Gandhi, who recites
the name of Ram even at the
time of his death. Today, the
country moving towards
destruction and enmity needs
Bharat Jodo Padyatra.

Bharat Jodo Yatra united every Indian: Mandavi



‘V asudhaiva Kutumbakam’ –
these two words capture a

deep philosophy. It means ‘the world is
one family’. This is an all-embracing
outlook that encourages us to
progress as one universal family, tran-
scending borders, languages, and ide-
ologies. During India’s G20 Presidency,
this has translated into a call for
human-centric progress. As One
Earth, we are coming together to nur-
ture our planet. As One Family, we
support each other in the pursuit of
growth. And we move together to-
wards a shared future - One Future -
which is an undeniable truth in these
interconnected times.

The post-pandemic world order is
very different from the world before it.
There are three important changes,
among others.

First, there is a growing realisation
that a shift away from a GDP-centric
view of the world to a human-centric
view is needed. 

Second, the world is recognizing
the importance of resilience and relia-
bility in global supply chains.

Third, there is a collective call for
boosting multilateralism through the
reform of global institutions.

Our G20 Presidency has played the
role of a catalyst in these shifts. 

In December 2022, when we took
over the Presidency from Indonesia, I
had written that a mindset shift must
be catalysed by the G20. This was es-
pecially needed in the context of main-
streaming the marginalized aspira-

tions of developing countries, the
Global South and Africa.

The Voice of Global South Summit,
which witnessed participation from
125 countries, was one of the foremost
initiatives under our Presidency. It was
an important exercise to gather inputs
and ideas from the Global South.
Further, our Presidency has not only
seen the largest-ever participation
from African countries but has also
pushed for the inclusion of the African
Union as a permanent member of the
G20.

An interconnected world means our
challenges across domains are inter-
linked. This is the midway year of the
2030 Agenda and many are noting
with great concern that the progress
on SDGs is off-track. The G20 2023
Action Plan on Accelerating Progress
on SDGs will spearhead the future di-
rection of the G20 towards implement-
ing SDGs.

In India, living in harmony with na-
ture has been a norm since ancient
times and we have been contributing
our share towards climate action even
in modern times. 

Many countries of the Global South
are at various stages of development
and climate action must be a comple-
mentary pursuit. Ambitions for cli-
mate action must be matched with ac-
tions on climate finance and transfer
of technology. 

We believe there is a need to move
away from a purely restrictive attitude
of what should not be done, to a more

constructive attitude focusing on what
can be done to fight climate change.

The Chennai HLPs for a Sustainable
and Resilient Blue Economy focus on
keeping our oceans healthy. 

A global ecosystem for clean and
green hydrogen will emerge from our
presidency, along with a Green
Hydrogen Innovation Centre.

In 2015, we launched the
International Solar Alliance. Now,
through the Global Biofuels Alliance,
we will support the world to enable
energy transitions in tune with the
benefits of a circular economy.

Democratising climate action is the
best way to impart momentum to the
movement. Just as individuals make
daily decisions based on their long-
term health, they can make lifestyle
decisions based on the impact on the
planet’s long-term health. Just like
Yoga became a global mass movement
for wellness, we have also nudged the
world with Lifestyles for Sustainable
Environment (LiFE).

Due to the impact of climate change,
ensuring food and nutritional security
will be crucial. Millets, or Shree Anna,
can help with this while also boosting
climate-smart agriculture. In the
International Year of Millets, we have
taken millets to global palates. The
Deccan High Level Principles on Food
Security and Nutrition is also helpful in
this direction.

Technology is transformative but it
also needs to be made inclusive. In
the past, the benefits of technological
advancements have not benefited all
sections of society equally. India, over
the last few years, has shown how
technology can be leveraged to nar-
row inequalities, rather than widen
them. 

For instance, the billions across the
world that remain unbanked, or lack
digital identities, can be financially in-
cluded through digital public infra-
structure (DPI). The solutions we
have built using our DPI have now
been recognised globally. Now,
through the G20, we will help devel-
oping countries adapt, build, and

scale DPI to unlock the power of in-
clusive growth.

That India is the fastest-growing
large economy is no accident. Our
simple, scalable and sustainable solu-
tions have empowered the vulnerable
and the marginalised to lead our de-
velopment story. From space to
sports, economy to entrepreneurship,
Indian women have taken the lead in
various sectors. They have shifted the
narrative from the development of
women to women-led development.
Our G20 Presidency is working on
bridging the gender digital divide, re-
ducing labour force participation
gaps and enabling a larger role for
women in leadership and decision-
making.

For India, the G20 Presidency is not
merely a high-level diplomatic en-
deavour. As the Mother of Democracy
and a model of diversity, we opened
the doors of this experience to the
world.

Today, accomplishing things at
scale is a quality that is associated
with India. The G20 Presidency is no
exception. It has become a people-
driven movement. Over 200 meetings
will have been organised in 60 Indian
cities across the length and breadth
of our nation, hosting nearly 100,000
delegates from 125 countries by the
end of our term. No Presidency has
ever encompassed such a vast and di-
verse geographical expanse.

It is one thing to hear about India’s
demography, democracy, diversity
and development from someone else.
It is totally different to experience
them first-hand. I am sure our G20 del-
egates would vouch for this.

Our G20 Presidency strives to
bridge divides, dismantle barriers, and
sow seeds of collaboration that nour-
ish a world where unity prevails over
discord, where shared destiny eclipses
isolation. As the G20 President, we had
pledged to make the global table larg-
er, ensuring that every voice is heard
and every country contributes. I am
positive that we have matched our
pledge with actions and outcomes.
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One nation, one election
Narendra Modi's government

has revived the concept of 'one na-
tion, one election' and established
a high-level committee to explore
its feasibility. While the idea ap-
pears promising, implementation
remains a complex challenge.
Questions arise regarding the fate
of coalition governments, the han-
dling of states under President's
rule, the election of the President,
and the functioning of the Rajya
Sabha. Achieving synchronization
across India's diverse political
landscape is a formidable task.
Despite the conceptual appeal, the
road to unified elections seems
fraught with hurdles.

JJaahhaannggiirr  AAllii,,  MMuummbbaaii

A Broader Conversation
Required

The government's recent push
for simultaneous elections to state
assemblies and the Lok Sabha
raises numerous unanswered
questions. The mechanics of im-
plementation remain a point of
contention among experts, with
little hope for a consensus in
India's politically divided land-
scape. Opposition parties suspect
the BJP's intent is to offset its
state-level vulnerabilities with the
advantage it enjoys at the national
level. Unfortunately, the BJP has
shown limited interest in involving
other political entities, sidelining
the need for widespread consulta-
tion. This is regrettable, as such a
transformative endeavor de-
mands extensive public input. The
debate encompasses important
considerations such as develop-
ment vs. accountability, electoral
costs vs. political diversity, and
governance vs. electoral equity.
Amidst political polarization, it's
crucial not to lose sight of these
substantive issues amidst the
whirlwind of political rhetoric.

TTaauuqquueeeerr  RRaahhmmaannii,,  MMuummbbaaii

Urgent Need 
for Equality

In a horrifying incident in
Mandamarri, Telangana, a Dalit man
and his friend were subjected to bru-
tal torture, suspended upside down,
and accused of stealing a goat. This
heinous act, captured on video and
circulated on social media, has
drawn widespread condemnation.
Three individuals, Komurajula
Ramulu, his wife Swaroopa, and son
Srinivas, have been arrested and
charged with attempted murder and
crimes against Dalits. Such incidents
of violence against Dalits and other
marginalized communities persist,
whether due to temple entry or
other trivial reasons. These acts of
humiliation, including urinating on
victims' faces and hanging them up-
side down, are a stark reminder of
the inhumanity faced by these com-
munities. It is essential to recognize
that all humans are equal in the eyes
of God, and these social discrimina-
tions must be eradicated. Society
must unite to ensure fraternity,
equality, and justice prevail, where
no one faces discrimination or cruel-
ty based on their background.

MMoohhaammmmaadd  TTaauukkiirr,,  WWeesstt
CChhaammppaarraann
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NARENDRA MODI

Enthusiasts participate in a cycle rally as part of ‘Cyclothon - A cycle tour in the name of drug free Haryana’, which will
traverse through all districts, in Gurugram, on Wednesday, Sept. 6.

CYCLOTHON

K rishna Janmashtami marks
the birth anniversary of

Bhagwan Krishna, the 8th Avtar  of
Bhagwan Vishnu, which falls  on
Ashtami  Tithi of Krishna Paksha of
Bhadra month. Shri Krishna is the
epitome of love, faith, friendship, and
peace. He is the deity of protection,
compassion, and tenderness. Ideal
friend, wise teacher, far-seeing
statesman, devout yogi, and invinci-
ble warrior, He harmonizes in His
character the various conflicting ac-
tivities of life.  

Shrimad Bhagwad Gita, popularly
known as Gita,  is  the pious gift of
Shri Krishna to the humankind.  It  in-

cludes collection of His counselling
to Arjun on various segments of life,
like Dharma, Karma, Theistic
Devotion, Yogic ideals, salvation,
knowledge etc. It shows the way to
spiritualize life and illuminate even
its drab and gray phases with the ra-
diance of the Spirit.

The three Vedic scriptures, name-
ly- the Upnishads, the Brahma
Sutras, and the Bhagwad Gita, is
called Prasthan  Trayi (three points of
commencement for understanding
Vedic thoughts). There are ‘Mantras’
(Mystical rubrics) in the Upnishad,
‘Sutras’ (aphorisms) in the Brahma
Sutra, and ‘Shlokas’ (verses) in the

Bhagwad Gita. The Upnishads are of
use & value for deserving only, and
the Brahma Sutras (also called
Vedant) are of use & importance for
men of erudition & learning; but the
Gita is for, one and all.  It narrates “ if
the whole Vedantic philosophy is a
cow, then the milk is the  Holy Gita.
Those people , who are really thirsty
& seekers of truth, drink this nectar
& become immortal.”

The message of Gita came to hu-
manity because of Arjun’s unwilling-
ness to do his duty as a warrior. Its
entire 700-shlokas (verses) are im-
mortal discourse between the
Supreme Bhagwan Krishna and his
devotee-friend Arjun and it occurred
not in a temple, a secluded forest, or
on a mountain top, but in the middle
of  a battlefield on the eve of
Kurukshetra Dharma Yuddha of
Mahabharat. Arjun’s dilemma is,   in
reality, universal dilemma. Every
human being faces dilemma, big or
small, in their daily life when per-
forming their duties. Arjun’s dilemma
was the  biggest one, as he has to
make a choice between fighting the
war and killing his Guru, relatives, &
many innocent warriors or running
away from battle-field for the sake of
preserving peace & non-violence.

The Gita is a Yogashashtra. The
word “Yoga” denotes the union of indi-
vidual soul with Universal Soul.  It

takes into consideration the different
types of human minds - the active, the
philosophical, the emotional, and the
psychic – and profound for them, re-
spectively, the path of work
(Karmayoga), the path of knowledge
(Gyanyoga), the path of love  & devo-
tion (Bhaktiyoga), and the path of con-
centration & self-control (Rajyoga).
Besides these, there is description of
Yagya (Sacrifice), Dan (Charity), Tap
(penance), Dhyanyoga (Yoga of medi-
tation), Pranayam (Control of breath),
Hathyoga (austere discipline of body
etc.),  Layayoga  (Yoga of rhythmic
unison) etc.

The Gita is called Brahmavidya,
the science of Absolute  and
Mokshashashtra, the scripture deal-
ing  with liberation. The aim of
Krishna’s teaching is to remove the
doubts  and delusions that overpow-
er man in everything, great or small;
but these can be removed only
through a realization of Truth. In the
Gita, Shri Krishna emphasizes
Swadharma, once own Dharma.
Actually, the word “Dharma” is un-
translatable and ‘Religion’, ‘duty’,
‘righteousness’ or other equivalents
give only a partial meaning . It signi-
fies the  attitude behind a man’s ac-
tion or duty that sustains him in his
present stage of evolution. If a man
performs his duties, surrendering the
fruits to God and discarding all self-

ish motives, he gains purity of heart
and achieves ultimate liberation. 

The ultimate aim of Gita is, in a
word, the attainment of the Highest
good, characterized by the complete
cessation of relative existence and its
cause. One must learn to give up lust,
anger, greed & establish mastery
over the six senses (hearing, touch,
sight, taste, smell & mind) ; and  also
keep in mind that all works are done
by energy of nature and he/she is not
the doer but only an instrument. One
must strive for excellence in all un-
dertakings but maintain equanimity
in success & failure, gain & loss, and
pain & pleasure. Even if success does
not come to our life, a little attempt
will lead us one- step further towards
the divine life.

The Bhagwad Gita is universally
renowned as jewel of world’s spiritu-
al wisdom. It has ignited a spiritual
revolution for thousands of years
which is still burning.  The Gita is not
originated with any specific “ism” or
belief,   in view e.g. Dvaita, Advaita,
Vishishtadvaita, Dvaitadvaita,
Vishuddhadvaita, Achintya-
Bhedabheda, nor any cult, creed or
doctrine. Its supreme objective is;
that man’s salvation must be ensured
in any circumstances. 

((TThhee  AAuutthhoorr  iiss  aa  tteecchhnnooccrraatt  
aanndd  eedduuccaattiioonniisstt))

Yash Pal Ralhan

T he education landscape of a nation serves as the bedrock upon which
the future stands. It is a realm that should be impartial, transcending

the ever-shifting tides of politics. Regrettably, the intrusion of political
agendas into the educational domain has cast a shadow on the nation's po-
tential, leaving the youth stranded at the crossroads of ideology. The time
has come for a decisive departure from this perilous path. A swift realiza-
tion of the imperative to free the education system from the shackles of
politics is paramount. National education policy, which ought to be a bea-
con of enlightenment, has often descended into a vortex of contention be-
tween states and the central government. This tussle, while seemingly in-
nocuous, has dire consequences for the nation's future. The result is an im-
passe where the promising young minds of the country are ensnared by the
divisive entanglements of politics, impeding their ability to form firm
stances on vital matters. The recent proclamation by the Karnataka gov-
ernment to implement a state-specific education policy underscores the
gravity of this issue. The mere fact that education policy discussions re-
volve around terms like "Saffronwashing" - alluding to a particular ideolog-
ical affiliation - is indicative of how deeply political agendas have penetrat-
ed the educational fabric. The quest for a truly indigenous educational
character should not be held hostage to political interests. Several states
are awakening to the need for a change in the prevailing education policy,
labeling it as an imposition of an ideology from the central government
with specific leanings. It is an alarming revelation when the essence of ed-
ucation becomes captive to any single ideology, robbing students of the
multifaceted perspective they require for holistic learning. A disturbing
pattern emerges as certain states revise their curricula, reintroducing con-
tent previously omitted due to perceived ideological clashes. The necessity
of presenting objective historical facts rather than curated narratives
should be self-evident. Yet, ideological motives have consistently overrid-
den this principle, eroding the credibility of education as a source of unbi-
ased knowledge. The manipulation of education content is a symptom of a
larger ailment plaguing India's federal structure. The imposition of a single
language in non-Hindi-speaking states and the challenges to pluralist ped-
agogical practices endanger the essence of federalism. Education, once a
matter of concurrent jurisdiction, has now become a battleground for
power struggles between the central government and individual states.
This overreach by the central authority disrupts the harmony that should
be central to the nation's diverse educational landscape. While democracy
remains a cornerstone of India's identity, the influence of political whips in
decision-making has impeded the growth of a truly mature democracy.
Contrastingly, in nations like the United States, where personal choices are
unburdened by party dictates, a more genuine representation of people's
voices emerges. India, too, must strive to shed the shackles of party poli-
tics to nurture a democracy that empowers individuals rather than binds
them. As the political divide continues to polarize the nation, it is the edu-
cation system that remains vulnerable to the whims of changing political
tides. The impending formation of a new government will likely prolong the
stagnation of the national education policy, sacrificing the nation's long-
term interests for short-term political gains. To truly propel India's march
toward progress and nation-building, education must transcend political
dogma. A comprehensive and unbiased education system that mirrors the
nation's diversity and nurtures critical thinking is a foundational require-
ment. It is imperative that we rally behind the clarion call for an apolitical
education system, one that is guided solely by the national interest and the
collective aspirations of a united India. It is only through this transforma-
tion that we can nurture a generation empowered to make informed deci-
sions and propel the nation to greater heights.

((TThhee  vviieewwss  eexxpprreesssseedd  aabboovvee  aarree  tthhee  aauutthhoorr''ss  oowwnn..  TThheeyy  ddoo  nnoott  nneecceessssaarriillyy
rreefflleecctt  tthhee  vviieewwss  ooff    CCeennttrraall  CChhrroonniiccllee..))

Liberating Education from
Political Clutches

T he upcoming G20 summit in New Delhi presents a golden opportunity
for India and the United States to not only take center stage but also

shape the agenda of this prestigious multilateral gathering. The conspicu-
ous absence of Chinese President Xi Jinping and Russian President
Vladimir Putin from this event opens a unique window of influence for
these two nations, as they look to strengthen their growing partnership and
elevate their bilateral engagement. President Joe Biden's impending visit
to India, his first as the leader of the United States, carries immense signifi-
cance. While expressing disappointment over President Xi's decision to
skip the Delhi summit, President Biden will undoubtedly seek to make the
most of this situation. India, for its part, has wisely emphasized the impor-
tance of focusing on the substantive positions countries take on critical is-
sues rather than dwelling on the levels of representation. As the G20 na-
tions convene to deliberate on globally pertinent topics like food security,
debt restructuring, and collaborative efforts on climate change, the
specter of the Russia-Ukraine conflict looms large. India has adeptly navi-
gated the treacherous diplomatic waters surrounding this ongoing crisis
for the past eighteen months. It is a testament to the diplomatic finesse of
both New Delhi and Washington that their differences on this issue have
not impaired their robust bilateral relationship. While China has publicly
stated its willingness to cooperate with all parties to ensure the success of
the Delhi summit, it would be unrealistic to anticipate Beijing aligning itself
entirely with the India-US stance when it comes to reaching a consensus on
the Leaders' Declaration. This joint statement has often been a contentious
issue at previous G20 summits. The same applies to China's close ally,
Russia. India and the United States will, without a doubt, remain vigilant
against any potential efforts by Beijing and Moscow to disrupt the proceed-
ings and derail productive discussions on the G20 platform. The relation-
ship between India and the United States has witnessed a remarkable
transformation in recent years. From strategic partners to significant trade
allies, the two nations have cultivated a multifaceted relationship that
spans security, economics, and shared democratic values. Defense cooper-
ation, a cornerstone of their partnership, has seen India becoming a major
defense partner of the United States, facilitating defense trade and tech-
nology sharing. Additionally, the Quad initiative, comprising India, the
United States, Japan, and Australia, has evolved into a crucial forum for dis-
cussions on regional stability, maritime security, and disaster relief.
Economically, India and the United States are natural trading partners.
With a growing Indian middle class and a burgeoning consumer market,
the United States sees India as a promising destination for its exports and
investments. Enhanced collaboration on issues such as intellectual proper-
ty rights, market access, and sustainable development can further solidify
this economic alliance. As India and the United States seek to assert their
influence at the G20 summit, they must be mindful of the complexities
posed by Russia and China. The ongoing Russia-Ukraine conflict remains a
contentious global issue, with varying perspectives among G20 members.
India, as a diplomatic mediator, must continue to advocate for peaceful
resolution and respect for international norms while engaging construc-
tively with all parties. China's presence at the summit, despite President
Xi's absence, underscores its significance as a global player. India and the
United States must be prepared for nuanced negotiations and must not un-
derestimate China's capacity to influence outcomes. At the same time, it is
crucial for India and the United States to remain steadfast in their commit-
ment to upholding democratic values, human rights, and the rule of law.
While the G20 summit serves as a platform for addressing pressing global
challenges, including climate change, food security, and economic stabili-
ty, it also provides an opportunity for India and the United States to demon-
strate their leadership and collaborative spirit on the world stage. By work-
ing together and engaging with other nations, they can contribute to find-
ing solutions that benefit not only their own citizens but also the global
community. As President Biden embarks on his visit to India, and as leaders
from around the world gather in New Delhi for the G20 summit, there is a
palpable sense of optimism. Both nations, through their partnership and
diplomacy, have the potential to shape a more stable, prosperous, and eq-
uitable world order. The moment is here, and it is up to these two nations
to seize it and lead by example.

Seizing the India-US Moment
A G20 Turning Point

Bhagwad  Gita: Shri Krishna’s gift to humankind

Human-Centric Globalisation: Taking G20 
to the Last Mile, Leaving None Behind

Central Chronicle invites articles, write-ups, and comments on a wide range of
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length. In addition, we welcome letters to the editor for this page. While letters

may be edited for clarity, we aim to preserve the integrity of the original message,
and ask that they be kept to around 50-60 words. Submissions can be sent via

email to editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com.

Er. PPrabhat KKishore

“Yada  Yada  Hi  Dharmasya
Glanirbhavati  Bharatah;

Abhyutthanam  Dharmasya
Tadatmanam  Srijamyaham.

Paritranam   Sadhunam
Vinashay  Cha  Dushkritam
Dharmasansthapanarthay
Sambhavami  Yuge  Yuge.”

(Whenever & wherever there is decay of
Dharma and there is the  exaltation   of un-
righteousness, then I  Myself come  forth. For

the protection of good, for the destruction of evil – doers, for the sake of firmly estab-
lishing righteousness, I incarnate myself in the human form from age to age.)  
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BRIEF

Cyber security

Mumbai: The coun-
try has a reasonable
amount of talent in
cybersecurity at the
technical level, but
there is a need to
have people at the
management and
board level as well,
Indian Computer
Emergency Response
Team (CERT-IN)
Director General
Sanjay Bahl said on
Tuesday.
Participating at a
panel discussion on
‘Cybersecurity in
Fintech’ during a
three-day Global
Fintech Fest, which
commenced here on
Tuesday, Bahl em-
phasised the need for
introducing cyberse-
curity in manage-
ment institutes. “I
think India has (a)
reasonable amount of
talent in cybersecuri-
ty at the technical
level.

Revamped showroom
Madurai: Luxury
car maker Mercedes-
Benz has unveiled its
revamped showroom
MAR 20X in this tem-
ple town under its
initiative to strength-
en network, a top offi-
cial said on
Wednesday. With the
inauguration of
MAR 20X 3S facility,
the total number of
such outlets operated
by the automaker in
India rose to 12. The
MAR 20X format is
the modern retail for-
mat of Mercedes-
Benz and it is based
on the four pillars of
Design, Architecture,
Customer-oriented
process, and Digital
enhancements.

Digital commerce

Mumbai: The coun-
try needs wider par-
ticipation of buyers
and sellers to expand
digital commerce in
the next few years,
Open Network for
Digital Commerce
(ONDC) CEO T
Koshy said on
Tuesday. “If you look
at today’s digital
commerce in the
country, it is limited
to 10 per cent and just
2-3 per cent on the
buyer side, so we
need to broaden and
expand the participa-
tion so that the cur-
rent levels can go up
to 25-30 per cent in
the next few years.

Tea exports 
Kolkata: Tea ex-
ports during
January to June de-
clined 0.81 per cent
to 96.49 million kg as
against 97.28 million
kg in the correspon-
ding period a year
ago, according to
Tea Board data.
Exports from North
India, comprising
mainly Assam and
North Bengal, mar-
ginally increased to
59.16 million kg
compared with 59.09
million kg in the
year-ago period, it
said.

New Delhi, Sep 06:  

The G20 presidency has
helped India earn the re-
spect of other countries by
focussing on inclusivity,
digital infrastructure and
efforts to bring the African
Union within the fold of
the grouping, said Deloitte
South Asia CEO Romal
Shetty.

In an interview with
PTI, Shetty said the deci-
sion of the Indian govern-
ment to hold G20 meetings
in several cities has also
helped in trade, and
tourism, besides promot-
ing infrastructure devel-
opment. With regard to the
proposal to bring the
African Union into the
G20 fold, he said Africa is a
continent of 1 billion peo-
ple and its inclusion in
G20 will enhance trade op-
portunities with Asia and
the rest of the world.

“India has focussed a lot
on inclusivity. Prime
Minister (Narendra Modi)
says that nobody should be

left behind. Every voice
should be heard. One of
the things India has done
is to bring in Africa or try
to bring in Africa in G20.
“Also look at it from a
trade perspective. My view
is if you look at Africa, a
billion people continent. If
you look at South Asia, a
two billion people conti-
nent. You are actually
bringing people together.
You can have trade with 3
billion people. Today the
trade levels are fairly low,”
Shetty said. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
in an interview with PTI
last week said: “Africa is a

top priority for us even
within G20. One of the
first things we did during
our G20 presidency was to
hold the Voice of the
Global South summit,
which had enthusiastic
participation from Africa.
We believe that no plan for
the future of the planet
can be successful without
the representation and
recognition of all voices”.
Shetty said India has
taken up the issues relat-
ing to climate change,
trade flows, and digital
public infrastructure,
among others. “We clearly
see India taking on a cer-
tain role in building
framework.... It is not
about one country, it is
about understanding what
everyone wants. In that
sense, India is positioned
well in the G20 and has
earned the respect of
other countries,” Shetty
said. Deloitte was a knowl-
edge partner in three of
the task forces under the
G20 India presidency. The

task forces included one
on inclusive Global Value
Chains (GVCs) for re-
silient global trade and in-
vestment. Energy, climate
change & resource effi-
ciency and ESG in busi-
ness were the other task
forces Deloitte was in.
Besides, a report on start-
ups suggested the creation
of a global definition
framework for startups
across G20 nations and en-
couraged multilateral or-
ganizations, research or-
ganizations, and other rel-
evant stakeholders to
adopt a definition frame-
work for consistency in
understanding and evalu-
ating startup ecosystems.
The task force on energy,
climate change & resource
efficiency had recom-
mended enhancing global
cooperation in accelerat-
ing net zero transition, in-
creasing efforts to improve
the availability and access
to climate finance, and en-
suring a just, equitable
and resilient transition.

India’s G20 focus on inclusivity helped
earn respect of other nations: Shetty

JOINT VENTURE

Reliance Industries Chairman Mukesh Ambani’s daughter Isha Ambani (R) and
actor Alia Bhatt. Isha Ambani’s Reliance Retail and Alia Bhatt’s Ed-a-Mamma
enter into a joint venture.

New Delhi, Sep 06: 

The finance ministry
has tightened the anti-
money laundering rules by
bringing in partners hold-
ing 10 per cent stake in a
firm, as against 15 per cent
earlier, under the defini-
tion of beneficial owners.
The ministry has amended
the Prevention of Money-
laundering (Maintenance
of Records) Rules, 2005,
which also provides for
management-level func-
tionary as ‘Principal
Officer’ responsible for
providing information to
the financial intelligence
unit. The amendment also
said that in the case of a
trust, the reporting entity

shall ensure that trustees
disclose their status at the
time of commencement of
an account-based relation-
ship or when carrying out
specified transactions. The
government has in recent
months tightened various
anti-money laundering
provisions ahead of as-
sessment by the global
watchdog on terror financ-
ing and money laundering
Financial Action Task
Force (FATF).

The agency is scheduled
to conduct an assessment
of the implementation of
anti-money laundering
and counter-terror financ-
ing standards in India
later this year. In May, the
Finance Ministry had noti-
fied changes in PMLA pro-
visions which made char-
tered and cost accountants
and company secretaries
liable under the anti-
money laundering law for

carrying out certain speci-
fied financial transactions
on behalf of their clients.
These transactions include
buying and selling of any
properties and manage-
ment of bank accounts. In
March, the PMLA rules
were amended making it
mandatory for banks and
financial institutions to
record financial transac-
tions of politically exposed
persons (PEP). Also, finan-
cial institutions or report-
ing agencies were mandat-
ed to collect information
about the financial trans-
actions of the non-profit
organisations or NGOs
under the PMLA. The gov-
ernment also made it
mandatory for crypto ex-
changes and intermedi-
aries dealing with virtual
digital assets to do KYC
(Know Your Customer) for
their clients and users of
the platform.

FinMin tightens PMLA rules
Brings partners with
10 pc stake under its
purview

New Delhi, Sep 06:  

The G20 Presidency fur-
ther enhances focus on
India which has become
one of the best destina-
tions to invest globally,
Ashok Leyland Executive
Chairman Dheeraj
Hinduja said on
Wednesday. The Hinduja
Group flagship Ashok
Leyland is the second
largest commercial vehicle
manufacturer in the coun-
try. The Chennai-head-
quartered USD 4.5-billion
firm is the fourth largest
manufacturer of buses in
the world, and the 19th
largest manufacturers of
trucks. In an interaction
with PTI, Hinduja said the

current leadership of the
country has put India on
the global map. “India has
become the destination
that many global investors
are looking at and having
the presidency of G20 fur-
ther puts highlight on the
country,” he noted.
Hinduja stated that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
has put the country on the
forefront of welcoming in-
vestors into the country.

G-20 Presidency strengthens India’s

position: Dheeraj Hinduja

As one of best global
investment destinations

New Delhi, Sep 06:  

The Union Cabinet on
Wednesday approved a
Rs 3,760 crore viability
gap funding for setting
up battery energy stor-
age system in the coun-
try, said Information
and Broadcasting
Minister Anurag
Thakur. The entire Rs
3,760 crore viability gap
funding will be borne by
the central government,
the minister said while
briefing media about
the Cabinet decisions.
The fund will be re-
leased in five tranches

till 2030-31 and help in
creation of 4,000 MW
hours storage. The via-
bility gap funding,
Thakur said, will lead to
an investment of Rs
9,500 crore. India aims
to meet its 50 per cent of
energy requirements
through renewable en-
ergy and non-fossil en-
ergy sources.

Govt approves Rs 3,760 cr
viability gap fund 

To promote battery
energy storage 
system

Mumbai, Sep 06: 

Reserve Bank of India
Governor Shaktikanta
Das on Wednesday urged
fintech players to set up a
Self Regulatory
Organisation (SRO) at the
earliest for an orderly
growth of the industry.
“Fintech players need to
evolve industry best prac-
tices, privacy and data
protection norms in sync
with the law of the land,”
he said, adding that they
can also set standards on
issues like misselling, pro-
moting ethical business
practices and transparen-
cy in pricing. Speaking at
the Global Fintech Fest
here, Das said that good
governance will be key to
durable and long term
success of any company,
and in particular, the fin-

tech players. As per pro-
jections, the fintech sector
revenues are set to touch
USD 200 billion by 2030, he
added. Meanwhile
Reserve Bank Deputy
Governor T Rabi Sankar
said the current system
cannot make cross-border
payments cheaper despite
the advancement in tech-

nology, and policymakers
will have to show “will-
ingness” to make it hap-
pen. Regretting that com-
missions of over 6 per
cent are charged in retail
cross-border payments,
Sankar said the current
banking correspondent-
based system cannot yield
success on this front.
Countries have a robust
domestic payments sys-
tem like the unified pay-
ments interface in the
Indian context, which
makes it technologically
possible to make cross-
border payments seam-
less and cheap, Sankar
said while speaking at the
Global Fintech Fest here.
“I think it is a question of
willingness. It’s not a
question of lack of knowl-
edge or lack of technolo-
gy. And it’s a question of

commitment of policy-
makers across the globe,
that we need to find a solu-
tion, and you should be
open enough to look for
the solutions outside the
existing correspondent
banking system,” he said.
Sankar also advocated
that the best way for the
Fintech industry to func-
tion will be the establish-
ment of a robust self-regu-
latory organisation (SRO).
He said the fintech firms
should focus on coming
out with products and
services that are benefi-
cial to society, address a
felt need and do their
business responsibly.
Sankar said innovation
holds immense promise
but pitched for a balanced
evolution where innova-
tion is responsible and 
inclusive.

RBI Governor urges fintech players to set up self regulatory organisation

Mumbai, Sep 06:
Insurance sector regula-
tor IRDAI on
Wednesday said it is
working on with health
insurance providers to
ensure 100 per cent
cashless settlement of
medical expense claims
as soon as possible.
Currently cashless
claim process is tire-
some and insurers
deduct 10 per cent or
more from the total
billing in the name of
consumables and other
heads.

Also, most hospitals
don’t allow cashless ad-
missions even though
the insurance product
offers such a facility, cit-
ing one or other excus-

es. Addressing the
three-day global fintech
festival here on the sec-
ond day, IRDAI
(Insurance Regulatory
and Development
Authority of India)
chairman Debasish
Panda said the regula-
tor is working with
health insurers and the
national health authori-
ty and also the insur-
ance council to roll out
100 per cent cashless
claim settlements as
soon as possible.

However, he didn’t
give any time frame.
IRDAI is also working
closely with the
Insurance Council and
the National Health
Authority to onboard

more hospitals onto the
National Health
Exchange for this, he
said. Panda said the reg-
ulator is working with
insurers to facilitate bet-
ter and affordable pric-
ing of health insurance
for the elderly, which, he
said, is an area of criti-
cal concern now as cur-
rent pricing make
mediclaim policies be-
yond the reach of most
of the elderly.

On the drive for ‘in-
surance for all’ by 2047
when the nation will be
celebrating a century of
independence, panda
said, “we should work
for achieving the target
much before the termi-
nal date”.

Working on with health insurers to ensure
100 pc cashless claim settlement soon: IRDAI

Mumbai, Sep 05:  

The Reserve Bank’s an-
nouncement to allow banks
to issue pre-sanctioned
credit lines on the Unified
Payments Interface (UPI)
system will aid in acceler-
ating the growth in transac-
tions, UCO Bank MD and
CEO Ashwani Kumar said.
“According to the recent
National Payments
Corporation of India
(NPCI) data, UPI transac-
tions have touched 10 bil-
lion in a month, and in 18-
24 months, it is expected to
touch 20 billion. “But with
the RBI’s announcement of
a credit line available to
UPI, I think days are not far
that...transactions will ac-
celerate further,” Kumar
said while speaking in a
panel discussion

‘Leveraging Digital
Infrastructure for transfor-
mation in lending & pay-
ments’ at the three-day
‘Global Fintech Fest 2023’.
Because this has been a de-
mand from customers for a
long time and once this is
made available, the adop-
tion of UPI will be huge, he
said, adding that the banks
then have to bring in tech-
nology to make it available
to their customers. The

apex bank on Monday said
the UPI System will also in-
clude pre-sanctioned credit
lines issued by banks for
transactions. Earlier, only
the deposited amount could
be transacted through the
UPI System. In a circular,
RBI said, “Under this facili-
ty, payments through a pre-
sanctioned credit line is-
sued by a Scheduled
Commercial Bank to indi-
viduals, with the prior con-
sent of the individual cus-
tomer, are enabled for
transactions using the UPI
System”. Kumar further
said India is talking about
cross-border transactions
and the internationalisa-
tion of the rupee, and here,
the payments bank will
have a significant role to
play. RBI Governor
Shaktikanta Das on

Monday said that the adop-
tion of Central Bank
Digital Currency (CBDC)
or digital currency can
help in making cross-bor-
der payments more effi-
cient. “As we move ahead
and the way the country is
partnering with other na-
tions, UPI will require a
huge amount of payment
mechanisms apart from
other available solutions.
Banks are currently pro-
viding, and going forward,
we will continue to provide
all those services. “But,
banks have to probably ad-
vance their technology to
bring in the capabilities to
make sure that the cus-
tomer-centric services,
which are featured basical-
ly for ease from the angle of
the customer, the lender
and the vendor.

Pre-sanctioned credit lines on UPI will aid in accelerating
transactions: UCO Bank’s Ashwani Kumar

Mumbai, Sep 06:  

Markets regulator Sebi is
building an artificial intel-
ligence tool to help detect
misselling by mutual
funds, its Chairperson
Madhabi Puri Buch said.
She cited a recent incident
of a 90-year-old being sold a
product with a seven-year
lock-in period to illustrate
an instance of misselling,
and said algorithms will
help flag such cases. “We
are working on the ques-
tion of misselling that may
happen by a mutual fund
distributor or an agent or
by someone who is the re-
sponsibility of the mutual
fund,” Buch said while
speaking at the fourth
Global Fintech Fest here.
She admitted that this is a
very complex problem re-

quiring intelligence, and
added that the algorithm
being built will have the es-
sential tools to detect mis-
selling like flagging the case
of a 90-year-old being sold
the product with a long
lock-in period. At present,
mutual funds submit essen-
tial data to Sebi periodically
with respect to compliance
with regulations. A “nil re-
port” is considered the best,
Buch said. At the same
time, Buch said there may
be misselling that may go

unnoticed in the rule-based
supervision and those same
will be detected with the AI
tool. “As we move to using
AI to analyse the data, we
hope that we will also find
the ability to monitor these
things (misselling) in the
interest of the investors,”
she said. Meanwhile, Buch
said the regulator is also
keen to introduce fractional
ownership of shares but
the current legal set up
does not allow it.
“Somebody came with that
(idea) and we thought it was
good... we would have want-
ed to welcome them into the
innovation sandbox but it is
not permitted in the Sebi
Act itself. “It cannot be
done until we change the
Act — not just the Sebi Act,
but also the Companies
Act,” she said.

Sebi working on AI tool to curb 
misselling by mutual funds: Buch

RBI Governor Shaktikanta
Das addresses at the
Global Fintech Festival
2023, in New Delhi,
Wednesday, Sept. 6.



‘Awareness Rath’ launched 
to curb stray cattle risks

Central Chronicle News

KKoorrbbaa,,  SSeepp  0066::  In a proactive ini-
tiative, Vishwadeep, the Chief
Executive Officer (CEO) of the
District Panchayat, and Ms.
Pratishtha Mamgai,
Commissioner of the Municipal
Corporation, jointly inaugurated
the 'Stray Cattle Response Force
Awareness Rath' within the prem-
ises of the District Panchayat. 

This comprehensive awareness
campaign is set to traverse the
main routes of both urban and
rural areas in the district, striving
to enlighten the public. A preva-
lent concern in the region is the
frequent presence of stray ani-
mals on major roads and high-

ways, which poses a substantial
risk to road safety and the well-
being of both humans and live-
stock. To proactively combat this
issue and prevent potential loss-
es, the 'Awareness Rath' has been
set in motion.

The primary aim of this innova-
tive campaign is to conscientize
cattle owners about the signifi-

cance of responsibly securing
their livestock and to impart valu-
able knowledge to the general
populace regarding the hazards
associated with stray cattle. The
'Awareness Rath' seeks to engage
cattle owners and the community
at large in taking proactive meas-
ures to avert accidents and losses
resulting from stray cattle.

Central Chronicle News

KKhhaarroorraa,,  SSeepp  0066::  Students at
Government Primary School in
Keshla illuminated Teacher's
Day with heartfelt celebra-
tions, paying homage to the
great philosopher Dr.
Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan on
his birthday. The day com-
menced with students extend-
ing a warm invitation to their
teachers and offering their re-
spects by presenting a portrait
of Dr. Sarvepalli
Radhakrishnan, followed by a
ceremonial worship. An uplift-
ing welcome song was per-
formed in honour of the dedi-
cated educators.

Students showcased their
reverence through eloquent
speeches and soulful songs

dedicated to Teacher's Day. As
a symbol of effective class-
room management and teach-
ing prowess, the students
chose a head student and a
class teacher for the day.

Prem Banjare was appoint-
ed as the Head Student, taking
charge of the day's proceed-
ings, while fellow students as-
sumed the roles of teachers,
including Tarani, Hemlata,
Tukeshwari, Sakshi, Sheetal,
Nidhi, Navika, Sandhya,
Anmol, Chandani, Sanju,
Tikeshwari, Deepika, Shivam,
and Lokeshwari.

Under Prem Banjare's able
leadership, the student body
efficiently managed and con-
ducted classes, fostering a
well-organized and disciplined
learning atmosphere. To ex-

press their appreciation for
their teachers' unwavering
dedication and contributions
to their futures, students pre-
sented tokens of gratitude
such as notebooks, pens, and
diaries.

The event also featured in-
spirational speeches by Mrs.
Indu Devangan, who encour-

aged students to strive for ex-
cellence and draw inspiration
from eminent scientists like Dr.
Abdul Kalam. Santosh Kumar
Verma, the school's principal,
emphasized the significance of
Teacher's Day and shed light
on the life of Dr. Sarvepalli
Radhakrishnan, whose birth-
day is commemorated as

Teacher's Day in India.
In recognition of exceptional

teaching efforts, Kumari Tarani
and Kumari Nidhi from Class 5
were honoured with awards
for their unwavering commit-
ment to delivering quality edu-
cation.

The event was graced by the
presence of esteemed guests,
including Santosh Kumar
Verma, Jayprakash Tandon,
Indu Devangan, Anjani Gilhare,
Ganeshwari Navrange, Kiran
Verma, and Laxmi Banjare,
among others.

The program was seamless-
ly orchestrated by Kumari
Tarani Devangan from Class 5,
who led with grace and grati-
tude, making Teacher's Day at
Keshla Primary School a mem-
orable occasion.

Central Chronicle News

Pandaria, Sep 06:
Nature's gifts of clean air
and water are invaluable,
and protecting them is a
shared responsibility.
Understanding this,
Edward Masih, the
Sarpanch of Roha Village
Panchayat, led an inspir-
ing environmental conser-
vation effort in collabora-
tion with the Natural
Conservation Committee.
Their mission? To beautify
a local pond that had been
marred by waste dumping.

Nestled in the heart of
the village, the once-neg-
lected pond now thrives as
a symbol of environmental
stewardship. Edward
Masih and the dedicated

members of the Natural
Conservation Committee
rolled up their sleeves to
rid the pond of accumulat-
ed waste. They went a step
further by planting ap-
proximately 150 diverse
plant species around its
shores, with the Sarpanch

generously covering the
expenses. This joint ven-
ture by the Sarpanch and
the Natural Conservation
Committee carries a
twofold purpose. First and
foremost, it aims to trans-
form the village into a
green and picturesque

haven. Equally important
is the mission to raise
awareness, especially
among the youth, about
the significance of envi-
ronmental conservation.
By involving the younger
generation, they aspire to
instill a sense of responsi-
bility and nurture a pas-
sion for preserving na-
ture's abundant offerings,
such as pure air and water.

The passionate individu-
als at the helm of this ini-
tiative include Sarpanch
Edward Masih, alongside
Tikam Nirmalkar, Kailash
Chandravanshi, Mahesh
Chandravanshi, Ganesh
Chandravanshi, Shekhar
Chandravanshi, Akash
Chandravanshi, and Raju
Nirmalkar.

Central Chronicle News

Mahasamund, Sep 06:
As part of Literacy Week,
Mahasamund district,
under the aegis of the dis-
trict panchayat, hosted an
inspiring literacy sympo-
sium. The event, graced by
Chief Guest S. Alok, Chief
Executive Officer of the
district panchayat, placed
a significant spotlight on
the importance of literacy
in today's society.

Alok, in his address,
stressed the crucial role
of universal literacy and
advocated for the
"Education for All" ini-
tiative. He emphasized
that literacy, particularly
digital literacy, is indis-

pensable in the modern
world. Alok pointed out
that staying updated in
this fast-evolving digital
age is essential for both
the illiterate and the lit-
erate.

The symposium also
provided insights into
the ongoing New India
Literacy Program, with
Rekhraj Sharma explain-
ing its objectives. The

program is actively
working to develop a cur-
riculum aligned with the
National Education
Policy 2020, covering as-
pects such as digital liter-
acy, basic literacy, finan-
cial literacy, voter litera-
cy, and legal literacy. The
program aims to create
an educational environ-
ment conducive to litera-
cy during Literacy Week.

Distinguished atten-
dees included Gajendra
Sidar, Finance Officer of
the District Panchayat;
Hota from the Panchayat
Department; Ashok
Chandrakar; Mahendra
Singh from NITI Aayog;
Tulsi Jayaswal from
S.B.M; Kaushal Vikas,
Assistant Director, and
other district panchayat
officials and employees.

Central Chronicle News

Mandir Hasaud, Sep 06:
A rallying cry for justice
resounded through the
streets of Mandir Hasaud
as the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP), led by the indefati-
gable Paramanand
Jangde, took a stand to de-
mand justice and the
death penalty for the per-
petrators of the brutal
gang rape of two sisters
in front of their fiance
that shook the nation.
The incident, which un-
folded on the sacred day
of Raksha Bandhan at the
Mandir Hasaud police
station, left an indelible
scar on the bonds of sib-
linghood.

In front of a fervent
crowd, Paramanand
Jangde, a prominent AAP
leader and former district
panchayat member,
voiced the collective an-
guish and anger of the
community. He called
upon Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel and the

Police Commissioner of
Raipur to swiftly deliver
justice to the victims and
ensure the harshest pun-
ishment for the accused.

Jangde drew attention
to the disturbing past of
the culprits, who had a
history of involvement in
robbery, murder, and rape,
terrorizing the region for
far too long. Their audaci-
ty had gone unchecked,

casting a pall of fear over
the community.
Shockingly, one of the ac-
cused had familial ties to
the police department,
raising troubling ques-
tions about law enforce-
ment.

The resounding de-
mand from the rally was
for the perpetrators to face
the death penalty, a call for
justice echoing from the

hearts of the people of the
state. However, Jangde ex-
pressed his disappoint-
ment in the government's
response, noting that seri-
ous crimes such as rob-
beries, dacoities, murders,
and the scourge of alcohol
and drug abuse had be-
come increasingly com-
mon. Urgent, stringent
measures were impera-
tive.

The AAP workers are
leaving no stone unturned
in their quest for justice.
They have not only raised
their voices but have also
collaborated with the
local police to enhance
vigilance in deserted
areas. A dedicated hotline
has been established to
encourage citizens to re-
port any illegal activities,
and patrolling teams will
be deployed to safeguard
these vulnerable spaces.

Furthermore, Jangde
underscored the need to
protect the legacy of
Chhattisgarh, a land
graced by the footsteps of
great saints and freedom
fighters like Sant
Shiromani Baba Guru
Ghassi Das, Sant
Shiromani Kabir Das,
Mata Kaushalya, and
Veer Narayan Singh.
These luminaries advo-
cated peace and harmo-
ny, and acts as heinous as
the recent gang rape are
a blight upon this hal-
lowed land.

Central Chronicle News

Balod/Dallirajhara, Sep 06:
The political battle for
Sarv Sen Nai Samaj in
Chhattisgarh is set for a
thrilling showdown as the
state gears up for its up-
coming elections sched-
uled for October. The cur-
tain has fallen on the nom-
ination process as of
September 3, marking the
beginning of an exciting
journey.

In a significant develop-
ment, Laxminarayan Sen,
a renowned social activist
and a captivating orator,
has thrown his hat into the
electoral ring, submitting
his nomination for the cov-
eted role of State
President. Sen's candidacy
has kindled fresh hope and
enthusiasm within the

Sarv Sen Nai Samaj com-
munity.

In an illuminating ren-
dezvous, Sen sought coun-
sel from none other than
Bastar's beloved Member
of Parliament and the
State Congress President,
Deepak Baij, to deliberate
on the forthcoming social
elections. Baij, with his
blessings, offered Sen his
warmest wishes for an im-
pactful campaign.

Adding more weight to
Sen's aspirations, Rikesh
Sen, a distinguished BJP
leader and councillor in

the Bhilai Municipal
Corporation, stood as a
proposer for Sen's candida-
cy. He pledged unwavering
dedication to the uplift-
ment of society and em-
phasized his commitment
to collaborate harmonious-
ly with Sen for the better-
ment of their community.

The resounding demand
for fresh faces resonates
throughout this election
cycle, heralding an era of
new perspectives and inno-
vative ideas that promise
to usher in a positive
change for all.

‘Khamarchat’ celebrated
with religious fervour

Central Chronicle News

Bagbahra, Sep 06: The
festival of 'Khamarchat'
was celebrated in all the
villages and urban areas
with great festivity. In
the morning the women
kept fast and after per-
forming prayers to
'Halshasthi Maharani'
jointly in the afternoon,
they sought blessings for
long-life of their sons
and by evening they
broke their fast after per-
forming all rituals.

Prominent among the
materials used in
'Vatropasana' include
milk of buffalow; 'Pashar
rice'; 'lai', 'Mahua
Kadatun', grains, six
types of toys to be gifted
to children; 'dona-pattal',
six types of green herbs;
and others.

The thing high on de-
mand and difficult to find
was buffalo's milk; curd
and ghee made out of the

same and the women
were busy in preparing
for its for last few days.

It was on Tuesday, fast-
ing women by remaining
on fast, started the day.
By afternoon they dig a
hole jointly in the form of
artificial pond 'sargi'  and
performed prayers to
'Gauri-Ganesh', Shiv-
Parvati and hearing to

the story sought bless-
ings for long-life of their
children from
Halashasthi Maharani.

It was by afternoon
they all broke their fast
eating the food materials
made out of grains as per
rituals. Be it the rural or
urban areas, the women
performed all the rituals
with faith and devotion.

215 high-mast lights to be installed soon
Central Chronicle News

Kawardha, Sep 06: The
Chowks and triangles of
Nagar Palika, Nagar
Panchayat and in rural
areas of Kawardha dis-
trict would be illuminated
with 1200 Watt High-mast
solar lights at the height of
9 mts. A sanction for 215
High Mast solar lights has
been granted and the foun-
dation for it was laid at the
hands of Cabinet Minister
Mohammed Akbar and
Member CREDA
Kanhaiya Agrawal here
on Tuesday.

Member CREDA
Kanhaiya Agrawal in-
formed that it was with
special efforts of the well-
known MLA and Minister
that High-mast solar light
has been sanctioned for
Nagar Palika, Janpad
Panchayat and different
villages of Kawardha dis-
trict. He informed that on
his assuming of office and

under guidance of
Mohammed Akbar, the
GoI as praised CREDA for
its good works done. Few
days back CREDA was
awarded first prize in a
programme held in Delhi.

It is notable here that 3
years back, it was on rec-
ommendations of develop-
ment leaders of Kawardha

- Mohammed Akbar that
Kanhaiya Agrawal was ap-
pointed as member of
CREDA. It was with his
blessings that many
chowks and triangles in
many districts have got il-
luminated. Through Sour
Sujala Yojana the farmers
are being passed on the
benefit in the field of irri-

gation.
Chairman CREDA

Mithilesh Swarnakar has
granted sanction for 215
high-mast lights and
under this 16 Solar Lights
will be installed in
chowks, 'chourahas' of
Nagar Palika Kawardha; 5
each in Nagar Panchayat
Bodala and Sahaspur-

Lohara; 7 no's in home
town of Kanhaiya
Agrawal at Piparia; 44 no's
in many villages of Bodala
block and 69 in 69 villages
of Kawardha Janpad that
this sanction has been
granted. In 29 villages of
Lohara block, 29 pieces
will be installed and 40 for
Kunda area of Pandaria
block and in this way total
215 pieces have been grant-
ed sanction.

Kanhaiya Agrawal said
that it the people of
Kabirdham district who
elected their leader
Mohammed Akbar and
make him with record
60000 votes and it is the
outcome of which that
such large number of de-
velopment works have
been sanctioned.
Mohammed Akbar and
Kanhaiya Agrawal laid
the stone for installation of
High -Mast Lights in
CREDA's office here on
Tuesday.
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Sarv Sen Nai Samaj
in Chhattisgarh 
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Elections
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Laxminarayan Sen submits
nomination for State President

AAP demands justice and death 
penalty for gang rape culprits

Mahasamund hosts symposium 
to promote digital literacy

Roha village panchayat beautifies
pond for nature conservation

Teacher's day celebrated at Keshla Primary School
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New York, Sep 06 (AP):

Coco Gauff knows what
it takes to reach a Grand
Slam final. Been there,
done that. What she hasn't
experienced is winning a
major championship. So
her first trip to the semifi-
nals at the U.S. Open does
not leave her satisfied at
all, no matter how domi-
nant the performance was
that got her to that stage.

"The dreams never
came with the people in
the stands and auto-
graphs. That was never in
the dreams," the 19-year-
old from Florida said. "It
was just, like, the trophy."

That hardware is get-
ting closer. Gauff dealt
just fine with the heat, the
humidity and a big-hitting
opponent to defeat Jelena
Ostapenko 6-0, 6-2 on
Tuesday, becoming the
first American teenager to
reach the final four at
Flushing Meadows since
Serena Williams in 2001.

"Even though (by) the
semifinals, (in) theory, if
you want to win, there's
two matches left, you can't
think like that," the sixth-
seeded Gauff said. "I'm
still in the mindset that
I'm in the beginning of the
tournament. That's what I
have learned in the past

(from) being in quarterfi-
nals: Before, I would
think, Close to the end.'
But right now, I have the
mentality that I told my-
self, I still have another
two weeks to play.' So
that's where my mind is
at. Then, obviously when
it's over, it's over. But right
now, I'm just saying,
Another two weeks.'"

This was the 16th victo-

ry in her past 17 matches
for Gauff, who will face
No. 10 Karolina Muchova
of the Czech Republic on
Thursday. Muchova, who
made it to the French
Open final in June, also
used a terrific start saving
the nine break points she
faced in the opening set,
all in one game to get past
No. 30 Sorana Cirstea of
Romania 6-0, 6-3 at night.

New York, Sep 06 (AP): 

In Tuesday's first men's quar-
terfinal, played with the Arthur
Ashe Stadium roof partly closed,
23-time major champion Novak
Djokovic of Serbia defeated No. 9
Taylor Fritz of the United States
6-1, 6-4, 6-4. Djokovic next meets
No. 10 Frances Tiafoe or unseed-
ed Ben Shelton, who joined Fritz
in making this the first time
since 2005 that three U.S. men
were in the final eight in New
York.

Gauff, naturally, had the pro-
American crowd on her side.
They applauded and yelled for
her even before she stepped out
on court, reacting when she was

shown on the arena's video
screens during a prematch TV in-
terview.

The roars crescendoed when
Gauff was introduced before play
began. And once it did, she got off
to about as good a start as possi-
ble, grabbing 12 of the initial 15
points for a 3-0 lead after just 10
minutes.

Gauff didn't need to try to force
things. To her credit, she didn't.
What she did do was use her in-
stincts, smarts and speed to get to
Ostapenko's best groundstrokes
and send them back over to the
other side. That exemplary de-
fense would extend points, more
often than not, until Ostapenko
erred.

New York, Sep 06 (PTI):

Rohan Bopanna and Matthew
Ebden saved seven set points in
the opening set before downing
Nathaniel Lammons and
Jackson Withrow to move to the
US Open men's doubles semifi-
nals, their second straight last-
four appearance in Grand Slams
this year. The sixth seeded Indo-
Australian pair beat the

American combo 7-6 (10) 6-1 in
the quarterfinals of the hard
court major. Bopanna and Ebden
had reached the semifinals of the
Wimbledon Championships
where they had lost to Wesley
Koolhof and Neal Skupski.

The 43-year-old Indian now has
the opportunity to secure a place
in a Grand Slam men's doubles
final for the second time in his ca-
reer.

US Open

Coco Gauff reaches
her first semifinal

Novak Djokovic 
in semifinals

Bopanna-Ebden pair
reaches semifinals

Changzhou , Sep 06 (PTI):

Commonwealth Games
men's doubles champions
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy
and Chirag Shetty suf-
fered an opening-round de-
feat in the China Open
Super 1000 tournament,
going down in three games
to Indonesia's Muhammad
Shohibul Fikri and
Maulana Bagas here on
Wednesday.

The Indian pair, ranked
two, lost to the world num-
ber 13 duo 17-21, 21-11, 17-21
in one hour eight minutes.

The Indian mixed dou-
bles pair of Sikki Reddy
and Rohan Kapoor also
crashed out of the tourna-
ment, going down to the
Malaysian duo of Chen

Tang Jie and Toh Ee Wei 15-
21, 16-21 in the first round.
With the defeats, the Indian
challenge came to an end as
no shuttler from the coun-
try could advance to the
second round of the tour-

nament. The loss in the
opening round just ahead
of the Asian Games would
be a huge disappointment
for Satwik and Chirag after
their success in the Swiss
Open Super 300, Korea

Open and the Indonesia
Open Super 1000 earlier
this year. This is the second
time the Indonesians have
beaten the Satwik-Chirag
pair this year. They had de-
feated the Indian duo in the
pre-quarterfinals of the
Thailand Open in June.

On Tuesday, World
Championship bronze
medallist HS Prannoy too
had made a shock opening-
round exit after going down
in three games to
Malaysia's Ng Tze Yong.

R e i g n i n g
Commonwealth Games
champion Lakshya Sen had
also crashed out of the
tournament in the first
round after losing to
Anders Antonsen of
Denmark in three games.

Satwik-Chirag bow out in 
opening round of China Open Dubai, Sep 06:

Indian batters Shubman
Gill and Ishan Kishan made
significant improvements
in the latest ICC ODI
Rankings for men's batters
after their impressive per-
formances in the ongoing
Asia Cup 2023.

Pakistan captain Babar
Azam, however, still stays
on top of the rankings.

Gill slammed an unbeat-
en 67 during India's must-
win clash against Nepal
and moved up to a career-
high third place on the ODI
batter rankings with 750
rating points.

Kishan showed his bril-
liance with a knock of 82
during Men in Blue's match
against Pakistan in
Pallekele and was also re-
warded with a new career-

best mark of 624 rating
points and a 12-place rise to
24th on the updated list for
ODI batters. Babar has had

just one innings thus far at
the Asia Cup and showed
just how destructive he can
be with a superb 151 against
Nepal and the inspirational
Pakistan captain still holds
a commanding lead at the
top of the ODI batter rank-
ings with a total of 882 rat-
ing points. South Africa hit-
ter Rassie van der Dussen
holds on to second place
narrowly, with Gill the lat-
est challenger to the leading
pair following his one-spot
jump over the last week.

Sri Lanka's Charith
Asalanka (up eight spots to
29th) also makes ground on
the latest ODI rankings for
batters, while a host of in-
ternational stars that are
performing well at the Asia
Cup have made good
progress on the updated
bowler rankings.

Pyeongchang, Sep 06 (PTI):

The Indian men's table tennis team
signed off with a bronze medal after
going down 0-3 to Chinese Taipei in the
Asian Championships semifinal here on
Wednesday.

In a disappointing display, both veteran
Sharath Kamal and the experienced G
Sathiyan surrendered meekly to their
higher-ranked opponents while Harmeet
Desai showed the stomach for a fight.
Sharath was handed a 6-11, 6-11, 9-11 de-
feat by Chuang Chih-Yuan, ranked 26th,

while Sathiyan went down 5-11, 6-11, 10-12
to world number 7 Lin Yun-Ju as the
third-seeded Indian team trailed 0-2.

Nottingham, Sep 06 (AP):

New Zealand complet-
ed its comeback from 2-0
down to tie the Twenty20
series against England by
winning the fourth and
final match by six wick-
ets on Tuesday.

Set a victory target of
176 at Trent Bridge, the
New Zealanders had a 32-
ball 48 from opener Tim
Seifert before Glenn
Phillips accelerated the
middle part of the chase
with 42 off 25 balls.

Mark Chapman (40 not
out off 25) saw the
tourists over the line
with 16 balls left to cap a
sharp turnaround in the

series that England start-
ed so well with heavy
wins in Durham and
Manchester.

New Zealand ham-
mered England by 74
runs in Birmingham on
Sunday to stay alive in
the series and dominated
the fourth match after
dismissing Jonny
Bairstow (73 off 41 runs,
including six sixes), who
gave England a fast start.

From 105-1 early in the
11th over, England lost
momentum following the
removal of Bairstow and
sputtered to 175-8, which
always felt too little on a
ground known for pro-
ducing big totals.

Buenos Aires, Sep 06:

High school students in Argentina
pieced together a massive mural of soccer
superstar Leonel Messi out of thousands
of recycled plastic bottle caps, with a
video of the work of art shared widely on-
line. Almost nine months after the
Argentine icon led the national team to
global sport's biggest prize, the football-
loving country is mired in a deep econom-
ic slump and political divisions with a
high-stakes election looming later this
year. But love for Messi seems to loom
even larger. The new mural fills the floor
of an open-air high school courtyard in
the Grand Bourg neighbourhood, just out-
side the capital Buenos Aires.

It depicts the beaming forward holding
aloft the golden World Cup trophy from
last year's win in Qatar, along with a cap-
tion offering thanks to the team's tattooed

captain. Sebastian Ramirez, a teacher at
the school, posted a video clip on social
media that went viral summing up a wide-
ly-held assessment of Messi's legacy.

Amritsar, Sep 06 (PTI):

BCCI President Roger
Binny could not stop gush-
ing over the warm and
friendly treatment they re-
ceived in Pakistan on their
short visit to the neigh-
bouring nation while
Board Vice President
Rajeev Shukla asserted
that cricket could be the
bridge between the two
countries that share a
tense diplomatic relation.

Binny and Shukla re-
turned to India via the
Attari-Wagah border on
Wednesday after watching
Asia Cup matches on
Pakistan Cricket Board's
invitation. It was first in-

stance in 17 years that the
two BCCI office bearers
travelled to Pakistan. They
had crossed the border on
Monday.

"We had a very good
meeting in Pakistan. We

received very good hospi-
tality. They took care of us
very well. The main agen-
da was to watch cricket
and to sit and discuss
things with them. Overall,
it was a very good trip,"
Binny told PTI after their
arrival.

"Pakistan treated us
very well, they went out of
the way to make us com-
fortable."

The two countries com-
pete against each other
only in ICC or ACC events
as bilateral cricket ties
have been suspended due
to diplomatic tension be-
tween the two nations.

Colombo, Sep 06 (PTI):

Kuldeep Yadav was fac-
ing an uncertain future by
the end of 2021. He had
gone down in India's peck-
ing order and Kolkata
Knight Riders benched
him for the whole of that
IPL season.

But within the last year
or so Kuldeep has man-
aged to change his status
to become one of the auto-
matic picks in India's
World Cup-bound 15 which
was announced on
Tuesday.

Kuldeep has also nosed
ahead of leg-spinner
Yuzvendra Chahal and off-
spinners R Ashwin and
Washington Sundar in the
India scheme of things.
His claim has the backing
of numbers as well.

So far this year, the left-
arm wrist spinner has
taken 23 wickets from 13
ODIs the highest by an
Indian bowler.

So, how did he bring in
that metamorphosis?

ODI Rankings: Gill
breaks into top three

Kuldeep Yadav:
From bench

warmer to No. 1
spinner

Indian men’s TT team loses
to Chinese Taipei in semis

N Signs off with bronze at Asian Championships

Pakistan treated us well: BCCI President Binny
Went out of the
way to make us
comfortable 

What’s so special about this Messi pic?New Zealand ties T20 series with England 2-2 
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A Glimpse into the Summit
PM spells out dos and don'ts for ministers

Ahead of the G20 Summit, Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
Wednesday spelt out a set of dos and don'ts to be observed by
ministers during the two-day event to ensure that the visiting
dignitaries are not put to any inconvenience, sources said.   The
ministers have been asked to ditch their official vehicles and use
the shuttle service to reach the Bharat Mandapam and other ven-
ues of various meetings.  At a meeting of the Union Council of
Ministers, the prime minister also asked them to download the
G20 India mobile app and make best use of its translation and
other features while conversing with foreign dignitaries, officials
said.  The G20 mobile app has an instant translation feature
incorporating all Indian languages and that of G20 nations.  

IndiGo Offers Travel Flexibility
In light of the upcoming G20 Summit in Delhi from 8th to 11th

September, IndiGo, following Air India's lead, has introduced one-
time waivers for passengers traveling to and from Delhi during these
dates. This initiative offers passengers the flexibility to reschedule
or cancel their flights with refunds. The airline has proactively
informed passengers about any necessary flight cancellations and
schedule adjustments, ensuring a seamless travel experience.

List of Restrictions in New Delhi
In anticipation of the G20 Summit, several restrictions will be

in place in the New Delhi District: From 5 a.m. on September 8th
to 23:59 hours on September 10th, the entire area of New Delhi
District will be designated as "Controlled Zone-I." Similarly, the
entire area inside the Ring Road (Mahatma Gandhi Marg) will be
considered a "Regulated Zone" during the same time frame.
Notably, no TSRs (three-wheeled motorized rickshaws) and taxis
will be permitted to enter or operate within the New Delhi District
from 5 a.m. on September 9th to 23:59 hours on September 10th.
However, commercial vehicles, including buses already present
in Delhi, will be allowed to move along the Ring Road and the road
network beyond Ring Road toward the borders of Delhi.

All prep for G20 Summit complete
Delhi government on Wednesday said the national capital is

ready to welcome foreign delegates and said all the preparations for
the G20 Summit are complete.  Addressing a press conference, cab-
inet ministers Atishi and Saurabh Bharadwaj shared details of the
preparations done by the Delhi government for the event.  "It is a
matter of great pride that our country is hosting the G20 Summit. I
congratulate the Centre for coming up with a grand convention cen-
tre at Pragati Maidan where the G20 Summit will be held. Ten roads
have been refurbished for the G20 Summit and extensive beautifi-
cation work has been undertaken," Atishi said. 

Delegates to get hands-on UPI experience
Taking India's G20 Presidency as an opportunity to showcase

the country's digital public goods to the world and its 'Digital
India' initiative, the central government has decided to provide
hands-on experiences to around 1,000 visiting foreign delegates
with UPI wallets technology, besides explaining them about ease
of making payments through the indigenous solution. "Foreign
delegates or participants will be given Rs 500-1,000 in their UPI
wallets for doing UPI transactions," a government official told
ANI, adding it has earmarked around Rs 10 lakhs for it.

No walking, cycling at India Gate, Rajpath
The Delhi Police on Wednesday urged people not to visit India

Gate and Kartavya Path (formerly called Rajpath) for activities such
as walking, cycling and picnicking in view of the G20 Summit.  The
mega event is slated to be held from September 9 to 10 at the newly
built international convention and exhibition centre -- Bharat
Mandapam -- at Pragati Maidan.   In a media briefing, Special
Commissioner of Police (Traffic) SS Yadav said that as India Gate
Kartavya Path have been "designated in the controlled zone", the
Delhi Police appeals to people not to visit the area for "walking,
cycling or picnicking" during the G20 Summit.  

New Delhi, Sep 06 (PTI):

Nearly 450 large banners
bearing images of Red Fort,
Humayun's Tomb, Lotus
Temple and other iconic
heritage sites in Delhi have
been put up across the city
by the municipal corpora-
tion to welcome heads of
state and other internation-
al guests who will arrive
here for the G20 Summit.

As part of a city beautifi-
cation drive by the
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD), new murals
have also been painted on
public walls depicting the
cultural heritage of India,
as well as the successful
soft-landing of
Chandrayaan-3 on the
Moon. These large banners
also bear the G20 logo, the
theme 'Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam', 'One Earth.
One Family. One Future'
with a welcome message,
and have largely been put
up on unipoles which usu-
ally carry advertisements.

"We had decided to put
up welcome banners in the
city for the G20 Summit. As
it is a landmark occasion
for the country and Delhi is
at its epicentre, we chose
to showcase our built
heritage. So, the ban-
ners depict monu-
ments like Red Fort,
Humayun's Tomb,
Qutub Minar, Lotus
Temple, etc. Nearly
450 such banners have
been put up across the
city," a senior civic offi-
cial told PTI. The MCD
is divided into 12 zones,
including Central Zone,
South Zone, City-Sadar

Paharganj, Najafgarh Zone,
West Zone, Civil Lines Zone
and North Shahdara Zone.
"These huge welcome ban-
ners have been put up in all
parts of the city which
come under our adminis-
tration," he said. These the-
matic banners can be seen
on roads like DDU Marg,
Lodhi Road, Ring Road,

areas near New Delhi rail-
way station, and other
prominent streets. Asked if
posters have been put up in
trans-Yamuna area too, the
official said, "Yes, and also
in streets in Najafgarh
Zone." "Entire Delhi is wel-
coming the G20 guests, and
MCD being the civic agency
is proud to welcome them

too," he added. Besides,
colourful artworks depict-
ing Indian cultural her-
itage have been painted on

walls of many public con-
veniences, and lots of

spaces meant for dis-
playing advertise-
ments have been
used for G20 themat-
ic posters. Murals
themed on
Chandrayaan-3 feat
have come up on
walls near
Vinobapuri Metro

station, and on the
walls of a garbage

dumpyard in
Nizamuddin area. The

colourful mural depicts a
spacecraft over the Moon
and a lander sitting on the
lunar surface. The G20 logo
adorns a corner of the
wall, and a makeshift tin-
made gate of the dump-
yard, has a streaming
tagline -- 'India on the
Moon'. Also, artistic sculp-
tures made of scrap mate-
rial have been installed at
eight locations and 3,254
posters have been removed
as part of the beautifica-
tion drive being undertak-
en by the MCD ahead of
the G20 Summit.

These artworks inlcude
'Sangeet Mandali', which
depicts a group of artistes
playing traditional instru-
ments, installed at a round-
about at Mahipalpur. "A
portion of the abandoned
drain adjoining National
Science Museum on
Bhairon Marg was devel-
oped into a beautifully
landscaped garden with
artwork made of waste
products," the MCD said.

Delhi’s Heritage welcome:
450 banners across city

80 medical teams, 130 ambulances to be deployed
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New Delhi, Sep 06 (PTI):
Eighty teams of medical personnel, 130

ambulances, and advanced life support
teams to escort VVIP carcades will be
deployed as part of preparations to handle
medical emergencies during the G20
Summit here.

Besides these, five government hospi-
tals and three private medical facilities
have been put on "high alert" in view of
the summit, officials said. The mega event
is slated to be held from September 9 to
10 at the newly built international conven-
tion and exhibition centre -- Bharat

Mandapam -- at Pragati Maidan. It is like-
ly to be attended by more than 30 heads
of state, top officials from the European
Union and invited guest countries, and 14
heads of international organisations.
During a press conference on on
Wednesday, Delhi Health Minister
Saurabh Bharadwaj said that the city gov-
ernment has extended all support to the
Centre and has made all the arrange-
ments. "The advanced life support (ALS)
system will accompany all carcades. It
will have senior resident (doctors) to
address any medical emergencies," he
said. The officials said the health depart-

ment has formed 80 teams of doctors and
nursing staff to attend to medical issues
and emergencies at hotels. Of these, 75
teams will work in shifts, they said. There
will be 70 advanced and 60 well-equipped
ambulances for the event, the officials
added.

The five government hospitals that
have been put on "high alert" are Lok
Nayak Hospital, GB Pant Hospital, GTB
Hospital, Deen Dayal Upadhyay Hospital
and Babasaheb Ambedkar Hospital, while
the private ones are Primus Hospital-
Chanakyapuri, Max Hospital-Saket and
Manipal Hospital-Dwarka, they said.

KRISHNA JANMASHTAMI CELEBRATION

School children attend a class while being dressed as Lord Krishna and Goddess Radha on the eve of Krishna
Janmashtami, in Surat, Wednesday, Sept. 6.

Thiruvananthapuram, Sept 06 (PTI):

Of the total number of
child abuse cases reported
in Kerala in 2022, most of
the offences took place at
the residence of the sur-
vivors itself, according to a
report compiled by the
state child rights panel.

The startling figures,
which appeared in the re-
cent report, indicated that
their homes were not safer
for the survivors.

According to the annual
report of Kerala State
Commission for
Protection of Child Rights
for 2022-23, of the total
4,582 cases reported in the
southern state under the
Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences Act
during 2022, the survivors'

homes were the places of
the crime in 1,004 inci-
dents.

In 722 cases, the houses
of the accused were the
places where the crime oc-
curred, while it was vari-
ous public places in 648
cases.

When the places of oc-
currence of the offence
were analysed in 4,582
POCSO cases reported, it
was found that the chil-
dren were subjected to
abuse in their own home
in 1004 cases, it said.

Children were also sub-
jected to molestation in
schools (133 cases), in vehi-
cles (102 cases),
hotels/lodges (99 cases),
religious institutions (60
cases), hospitals (29 cases),
and so on. There were a

total of 4642 survivors in
the 4582 POCSO cases re-
ported in the state last
year. "This indicates that
there is more than one sur-
vivor in many cases.
Under this circumstance,
children should be given
awareness about POCSO
laws and child-friendly
procedures," the report
added.

Out of the total cases re-
ported, most were from
Thiruvananthapuram
(583), while a smaller num-
ber were reported from
Pathanamthitta (189).

Of the total 4,642 sur-
vivors, 4008 were girls and
578 were boys, the report
said, adding that the fig-
ures indicate that girls
were more subjected to
sexual assault.

New Delhi, Sep 06 (PTI):
The Supreme Court on

Wednesday set aside the August
5 notification of the election
department for the Ladakh hill
council polls and directed the
issuance of fresh notification
within seven days for it.

A bench comprising Justices
Vikram Nath and Ahsanuddin
Amanullah also dismissed the
plea by the Ladakh administra-
tion opposing the allotment of
'plough' symbol to the National
Conference and imposed a cost
of Rs 1 lakh on it. The Jammu
and Kashmir and Ladakh High
Court had dismissed the Ladakh
administration's plea against a
single bench order allowing NC
candidates to contest the
upcoming polls for the Ladakh
Autonomous Hill Development
Council (LAHDC), Kargil, on the
party symbol.

The administration had
approached a division bench of
the high court against the single
bench order of August 9 which
directed the NC to approach the
office of the Election
Department of the administra-
tion of Ladakh to notify the
reserved symbol 'plough'
already allotted to for in the
polls. According to a notification
issued by the election depart-
ment on August 5, the polls for
26 seats of the 30-member
LAHDC, Kargil, are scheduled
for September 10 and the count-
ing of votes will take place four
days later.

SC orders fresh
notification for

Ladakh hill council

Over 1,000 children molested
in their own homes last year:

Kerala child rights panel

Bhopal, Sep 06 (PTI): 

The Election
Commission of India is
ready to act as per consti-
tutional provisions and
the Representative of the
People (RP) Act, said Chief
Election Commissioner
Rajiv Kumar on
Wednesday in the context
of one nation, one elec-
tion'.

Kumar and other top
ECI officials were on a
visit to Bhopal to hold
meetings with political
parties and the adminis-
tration and enforcement
agencies over election pre-
paredness in BJP-gov-
erned Madhya Pradesh,

where polls are due by
November. The final vot-
ers' list will be published
on October 5, he said. The
state has nearly 5.5 crore
voters, he said.
Responding to a question
on the concept of one na-
tion, one election, the

Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) said
that the poll commission is
required to "deliver elec-
tions before the time" as
per constitutional provi-
sions and the RP Act.

This time, according to
legal provisions, is five
years from the date of the
first sitting of Parliament
after a new government is
formed. The ECI can an-
nounce the general elec-
tions six months before
the end of this time,
Kumar said. The norms
are similar for assembly
elections. The ECI is man-
dated and ready to deliver
elections as per legal pro-
visions, he said.

New Delhi, Sep 06 (PTI):

Trinamool Congress
MP Derek O'Brien on
Tuesday asked why the
government is keeping
the agenda of the upcom-
ing special session of
Parliament under wraps.

He was speaking after
attending a meeting of
floor leaders of opposi-
tion bloc INDIA at the res-
idence of Congress presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge
here. "Where is the agen-
da for this session? Why is
it being kept secret? In a
Parliamentary democra-
cy, why is the agenda
being kept secret,"
O'Brien asked. "The BJP

will do everything to dis-
rupt the session. We will
be positive," he added.

According to sources, a
range of issues, including
price rise, unemploy-
ment, "attack" on federal
structures, MSMEs, and
farmers' situation, were
discussed at the meeting
of the opposition alliance.

The government has
called a special session of
Parliament from
September 18 to 22, the
agenda for which has not
been revealed yet.

Regular business like
Question Hour, Zero Hour
and private members'
business will not be held
in this session.

Questions arise over
Govt’s secretive 

parliament agenda

One nation, one election

Poll panel ready to work as
per legal provisions: CEC

Rajiv Kumar

Chandigarh, Sep 06 (PTI):

Days after the Mumbai
meeting of the INDIA
bloc, AAP leader Anmol
Gagan Mann on
Wednesday said her party
will not tie-up with the
Congress in Punjab for
the 2024 Lok Sabha polls
and fight on all 13 parlia-
mentary seats in the state.

The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) and the Congress
are both part of the
Indian National
Developmental Inclusive
Alliance (INDIA), a coali-
tion of opposition parties
to take on the BJP-led
National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) in the gen-
eral elections.

At the national level,

many political parties
have joined hands against
the BJP to save democra-
cy, Gagan Mann said but
made it clear that there
will no alliance with the
Congress in Punjab.

It is the direction of
Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann that the AAP will
not have any alliance with
the Congress in the state,
she told reporters, a day
after the Punjab Congress
opposed any alliance with
the AAP.

Gagan Mann's remarks
are the first by an AAP
leader in Punjab that
makes it clear that the
party does not want any
electoral tie up with the
Congress for the 2024 elec-
tions.

No alliance in Punjab with Cong
for LS polls, AAP to fight all 

13 seats: Anmol Gagan Mann
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