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Raipur, Aug 26: 

Chief Election
Commissioner Rajiv
Kumar on Saturday said
persons above 80 years of
age and those with more
than 40 per cent disability
will be able to cast their
votes from home through
postal ballots in the upcom-
ing Assembly elections in
Chhattisgarh.

There are more than 2
lakh voters above the age of
80 in the state, he said.

"Voters above the age of
80 years will have the facili-
ty to cast their votes from
home and the same facility
will be available to the per-
sons with disabilities
(more than 40 per cent). For
this, they have to fill form
12D within five days of no-
tification of the election,"
Kumar said at a press con-

ference here. These voters
will also have a pick drop
facility to the polling sta-
tions, he said. He said an
intensive drive will be car-
ried out to enrol as voters
those who had been left out
in five particularly vulner-
able tribal groups (PVTGs)
during the ongoing special
summary revision (SSR)-2.
Special summary revision
of electoral rolls has been
extended up to September
11, he added. Concerned

administrative and law en-
forcement authority have
been directed to keep 105
check posts in the state op-
erational with CCTV cam-
eras installed there to pre-
vent illegal movement of
liquor, cash, freebies and
drugs during polls, Kumar
said.

An ECI team headed by
Kumar held meetings with
political parties, law en-
forcement agencies, dis-
trict collectors and super-

intendents of police (SPs)
as well as the state's chief
secretary and director gen-
eral of police and other of-
ficials during the last two
days here.

Kumar further informed
Chhattisgarh has 1.97 crore
voters, comprising 98.5
lakh women and 98.2 lakh
men and 762 transgenders.

Of the total voters, 4.43
lakh are first timers, 2,948
are centenarians, 1.47 lakh
are persons with disabili-
ties (PwD), 2.02 lakh voters
are in the 80-plus age seg-
ment and 19,854 are service
votes, he said.

"An intensive drive will
be carried out to enrol left
over electors belonging
from five PVTGs-
Abhujmaria, Kamar,
Pahadi Korwa, Birhor and
Baiga. These PVTGs have a
population of 1.80 lakh and
of them 1.15 lakh are over
18 years of age but only 1.13
lakh have been enrolled as
voters," he said.

Madurai , Aug 26 (PTI):

At least nine pil-
grims bound for
Rameswaram in

Tamil Nadu met with a
tragic end on Saturday
when a fire broke out in-
side a stationary train
compartment at the rail-
way station here in the
small hours of Saturday,
the Southern Railway
said. It also said a gas
cylinder "illegally" taken
inside the coach led to the
blaze. Various angles in-
cluding a possible gas leak
having triggered the blaze
are being probed. Tamil
Nadu Commercial Taxes
minister P Moorthy, deput-
ed by Chief Minister M K
Stalin to oversee relief ef-

forts, said five men and 4
women perished in the in-
cident.

Bengaluru, Aug 26 (PTI):

Conforming to a chris-
tening tradition,
Chandrayaan 3's landing
point on the Moon will be
named "Shiv Shakti
Point," a convergence of
welfare and strength,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi announced on
Saturday.

Modi flew down to
Bengaluru this morning
from the Greek capital of
Athens to interact with
ISRO scientists on the suc-
cessful lunar mission and
announced the decision to
name the spot where the
lander 'Vikram' touched
down as "Shiv Shakti
point."Terming the suc-
cess of Chandrayaan-3
mission as an 'extraordi-
nary moment' in the histo-
ry of India's space pro-
gramme, Modi, who
turned emotional, said the

place where the
Chandrayaan-2 lander
crash-landed on the
Moon's surface in 2019
would be known as
"Tiranga Point". "There is
a scientific tradition of
naming the location of
touch down. India has de-
cided to name the lunar re-
gion where our
Chandrayaan-3 landed.

The place Vikram lander
descended will be known
as Shiv Shakti point."

"In Shiv, there is resolu-
tion for the welfare of hu-
manity and Shakti gives us
strength to fulfil those reso-
lutions. This Shiv Shakti
Point of the moon also
gives a sense of connection
with Himalaya to
Kanyakumari", the PM

added. He said the new gen-
eration should come for-
ward to scientifically prove
the astronomical formulae
in the scriptures of India
and to study them anew.

Sukma, Aug 26: 

Two Naxalites, including a
militia platoon member of
the outlawed movement, sur-
rendered in Chhattisgarh on
Saturday, a police official
said. Deva and Erra told po-
lice they were disappointed
with the inhuman and hol-
low Maoist ideology and,
therefore, had decided to lay
down arms, he said."Deva
was a militia platoon mem-
ber while Erra was part of
the militia as well as an agri-
culture committee member
under Korrosheguda
Revolutionary People's
Council (RPC) of the out-
lawed Communist Party of
India (Maoist)," the official

said."They were involved in
several incidents of violence
in Bhejni area in the district.
Deva and Erra will be reha-
bilitated as per the state gov-
ernment's surrender policy,"
he added.

Bengaluru, Aug 26 (PTI): 

After the successful
moon lander venture,
ISRO is now gearing up
for the launch of a solar
mission in a week's time,
likely on September 2, to
study the Sun.

Aditya-L1 spacecraft is
designed for providing re-
mote observations of the
solar corona and in situ
observations of the solar
wind at L1 (Sun-Earth
Lagrangian point), which
is about 1.5 million kilo-
metres from the earth.

It will be the first dedi-
cated Indian space mis-
sion for observations of
the Sun to be launched by
the Bengaluru-headquar-
tered space agency.

The Aditya-L1 mission,
aimed at studying the Sun

from an orbit around the
L1, would carry seven
payloads to observe the
photosphere, chromos-
phere and the outermost
layers of the Sun, the co-
rona, in different wave-
bands.

Aditya-L1 is a fully in-
digenous effort with the
participation of national
institutions, an ISRO offi-
cial said.

The Bengaluru-based
Indian Institute of
Astrophysics (IIA) is the
lead institute for the de-
velopment of Visible
Emission Line
Coronagraph payload.
While Inter-University
Centre for Astronomy and
Astrophysics, Pune, has
developed the Solar
Ultraviolet Imager pay-
load for the mission.

MUCH AWAITED RELIEF 

‘Persons above 80 years of age,
some PwDs can vote from home’

Thru postal ballots
in Assly polls

CEC Rajiv Kumar ISRO likely to launch Sun
mission Aditya L1 on Sept 2

Chandrayaan-3 touchdown point named ‘Shiva Shakti’: PM

PM Narendra Modi at success of Chandrayaan-3 Mission, at ISRO
Telemetry Tracking and Command Network (ISTRAC) in
Bengaluru, Saturday.

Declaring August 23 as the
'National Space Day,' Modi
said it will celebrate the spir-
it of Science, Technology and
Innovation, and inspire us for
an eternity. A large number
of people, many of them
waving national flags,
accorded a grand welcome
to the PM outside the HAL
airport, where he landed
straight from Greece, and at
Jalahalli Cross, close to
ISTRAC. He also held a road-
show for a distance as peo-
ple who lined up on either
side of the roads cheered
boisterously.

Aug 23 will be celebrated
as National Space Day

Two Naxalites surrender
Deva and Erra told police they
were disappointed with the
inhuman and hollow Maoist ide-
ology and, therefore, had decid-
ed to lay down arms. Deva was
a militia platoon member while
Erra was part of the militia as
well as an agriculture commit-
tee member under
Korrosheguda Revolutionary
People's Council (RPC) of the
outlawed Communist Party of
India (Maoist).

About surrender
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Officials blame cylinder "illegally" taken
inside for blaze

BBeennggaalluurruu:: ISRO on Saturday said two of the three Chandrayaan-
3 mission objectives have been achieved while the third -- in-situ
scientific experiments -- is underway. The national space agency
headquartered here also said all the payloads of Chandrayaan-3
mission are performing normally. "Chandrayaan-3 Mission: Of the
3 mission objectives, demonstration of a safe and soft landing on
the lunar surface is accomplished. Demonstration of Rover roving
on the moon is accomplished. Conducting in-situ scientific exper-
iments is underway. 

Kolhapur, Aug 26 (PTI): 

Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP) chief
Sharad Pawar on
Saturday once
again denied a split
in his party, and
said while it is true
that some MLAs
have left, legisla-
tors alone do not
mean an entire political
party.

Talking to reporters
here, Pawar asserted that
he is the national president
of the NCP and Jayant
Patil heads its state unit.
"NCP has not split. While it
is true that some MLAs

have left, MLAs don't mean
a political party. Why give
importance to rebels by

taking their
names," the former
Union minister
said when asked if
he was being soft
on the party rebels.

On Friday, when
Pawar was asked
about his daughter

and party working presi-
dent Supriya Sule's state-
ment that NCP has not
split and Ajit Pawar contin-
ues to be its leader, he said,
"Yes...there is no dispute
about it." But hours later,
Pawar said he did not make
any such statement.

New Delhi, Aug 26 (PTI): 

The National
Cooperative Consumers'
Federation of India
(NCCF) on Saturday said it
has purchased 2,826
tonnes of onion at Rs 2,410
per quintal directly from
farmers in the last four
days mostly from
Maharashtra as it re-
sumed procurement of the
bulb for a higher buffer
stock.

The government en-
hanced the onion buffer
stock target from 3 lakh
tonnes to 5 lakh tonnes
this year.

Two cooperatives, NCCF
and NAFED, have been
mandated to procure 1
lakh tonnes each directly
from farmers at Rs 2,410
per quintal to avoid panic
selling amid the imposi-
tion of an export curb to
control domestic prices.

The two cooperatives
are also disposing of the
government's buffer stock
of onion in both wholesale
and retail markets to con-
trol the rising retail prices
of onion, which at present
are ruling up to Rs 60 per
kg depending on the quali-
ty in Delhi and other
cities.

No split in NCP: Sharad Pawar

2 Chandrayaan-3 mission
objectives achieved: ISRO

NCCF procures 2,826 tn onion
from farmers for buffer stock

President Droupadi Murmu on Saturday said she was deeply pained to
learn about the tragic loss of lives in a fire accident in a stationary
train near Madurai junction in Tamil Nadu and prayed for the injured
to make a speedy recovery. "Deeply pained to learn about the tragic
loss of lives in a fire accident in a stationary train near Madurai junc-
tion, Tamil Nadu. I express my heartfelt condolences to the bereaved
families and pray for the speedy recovery of the injured," Murmu said
in a post on X.

‘Deeply pained by tragic loss of lives’

Every morning his father would
call him to update about the
progress of his pilgrimage, but
on Saturday Alok Singh was
left shattered after receiving a
call from an official.
Shatru Daman Singh (65),
Alok's father and a local jag-
gery businessman in Sitapur,
was among those who died in a
fire incident in a train compart-
ment in Tamil Nadu's Madurai
which killed nine pilgrims and
injured 20 others, officials said.
A gas cylinder "illegally" taken
inside the coach led to the
blaze in the early hours of
Saturday, they said.

Grief-stricken family
members share ordeal
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Raipur, Aug 26: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Saturday wrote a letter
to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi seeking
investigation into the toi-
let construction in the
state during the previous
BJP government.

Despite Chhattisgarh
being declared as an Open
Defecation-Free (ODF)
state in 2018, around 15
lakh families are yet to
have access to advanced
toilet facilities, he claimed.

Baghel also demanded
an incentive of Rs 30,000
for toilet construction for
these families instead of
Rs 12,000.

In the letter, the CM
highlighted the findings of

the National Family
Health Survey-6 (2019-21)
conducted by the Union
Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare, which
showed that 88.2 percent of
urban families and 73.5
percent of rural families
in Chhattisgarh have ac-
cess to advanced toilet fa-
cilities. Overall, 76.8 per-
cent of families in the
state are using advanced
toilet facilities, he pointed
out. These statistics were
corroborated through in-
spection during the recent
social and economic sur-
vey conducted by the state
government, Baghel said.

During the previous
(BJP) government, 32 lakh
toilets were constructed at

a total cost exceeding Rs
4,000 crore and the state
was declared as ODF in
January 2018, he said.

But around 15 lakh fami-
lies still lack access to ad-
vanced toilet facilities
which is a matter of con-
cern and should be investi-
gated, he said in the letter.

There should be an inde-
pendent investigation into
the issue, Baghel said.

He also requested ap-
proval for the construction
of toilets in the Left-Wing
Extremism-affected and
inaccessible areas through
the gram panchayats.

Raman Singh-led BJP
government was in power
in the state from 2003 to
2018.

CM Baghel writes to PM

‘Probe toilet construction
during BJP rule’ Raipur, Aug 26: A

walkathon was organized
today from Marine Drive
Telibandha to make voters
aware about voting during
the upcoming assembly
elections in the state. The
walkathon was motivated to
ensure 100% voting and to
include the names of all
people who are 18 years of
age or above in the voter
list. The walkathon started
in the morning from
Marine Drive located at
Telibandha Talab and fol-
lowed its course through
Ghadi Chowk-Collectorate
before coming back to
Marine Drive. At the begin-
ning of the walkathon, the
members of the Election
Commission signed the
board and wrote a message
to the people to vote and ap-
pealed to exercise their
right to vote in the upcom-

ing elections.
Chief Election

Commissioner Rajiv Kumar
along with Election
Commissioners Anup
Chandra Pandey and Arun
Goyal, Deputy Election
Commissioner Hridesh
Kumar, Senior Deputy
Election Commissioner

Dharmendra Sharma and
Nitesh Vyas, Deputy
Election Commissioners
Manoj Kumar Sahu and RK
Gupta and Deputy Election
Commissioner Ashok
Kumar were present at the
walkathon.

Election Commission of
India Chief Election

Commissioner Rajiv Kumar
along with Commissioners
duo Anoop Chandra Pandey
and Arun Goyal, Deputy
Election Commissioners of
Election Commission of
India Hridesh Kumar,
Senior Deputy Election
C o m m i s s i o n e r s
Dharmendra Sharma and

Nitesh Vyas, Deputy
Election Commissioners
Manoj Kumar Sahoo and
RK Gupta, Deputy Election
Commissioner Ajay
Bhadoo, Director General B
Narayanan, Director
Yashvendra Singh, Director
(IT) Ashok Kumar, Senior
Principal Secretary NN
Butolia, Principal Secretary
SB Joshi, Joint Director
Anuj Chandak and Under
Secretary Ritesh Singh also
attended. During this, Chief
Electoral Officer of
Chhattisgarh Reena Baba
Saheb Kangale,
Commissioner Sanjay
Alang, Inspector General of
Police Ratan Lal Dangi,
Collector Sarveshwar
Bhure, SSP Prashant
Agarwal along with
Municipal Corporation
Commissioner Mayank
Chaturvedi and CEO
District Panchayat Avinash
Mishra were also present in
walkathon.

Raipur runs for voter awareness on Marine Drive 
Walkathon 2023

Raipur, Aug 26: NMDC’s
Nagarnar steel plant
(NSP) in Chhattisgarh’s
Bastar district has com-
menced production, com-
pany officials said. The
plant achieved the feat of
producing its final product
- HR (hot rolled) Coil on
Thursday just nine days
after the production of hot
metal, they said.

The 3 million tonne per
annum capacity steel
plant of the National
Mineral Development
Corporation -a central
PSU, has been built  at a
cost of approximately Rs
24,000 crore over an area of
1,980 acres in Nagarnar
village, more than 300 km
away from capital Raipur.
“On August 12, Amitava
Mukherjee, acting CMD
and Director Finance of
NMDC had blown in the
plant’s blast furnace and
set the ball rolling  for the
final commissioning. The
production of the final
product - HR Coil was
started from Thursday,
just nine days after pro-
duction of Hot 

Metal in the unit,”
Rafique Ahmed Jinabade,
the plant’s General
Manager and Chief of
Communications said in a
statement. “For over six
decades we had been play-
ing a pivotal role in the do-
mestic steel market as a
supplier of quality iron
ore. With Thursday’s (HR
coil production) develop-
ment we emerge as the

newest entrant in the do-
mestic steel market and
have put Bastar on the
steel map,” Mukherjee
said. Nagarnar 

Steel Plant’s competi-
tive advantage also stems
from its iron ore supply
linkage with Bailadila
mines (in Dantewada dis-
trict), barely 100 km from 

Nagarnar. The plant
will also be producing spe-
cial types of steels to be
used in manufacture of
generators, motors, trans-
formers and  automobiles
at a later stage, it added.
Amid reports of disinvest-
ment of the NSP,
Chhattisgarh Chief
Bhupesh Baghel on
Sunday (August 20) said
the central government
should not privatize it.
Baghel had also claimed
that the state government
wants to run the plant but
the central  government is
not allowing it to do so.
Emotions of the people of
Bastar are connected to
this plant and the Centre
should not play with it he
had said. In 2020, in a let-
ter to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Baghel
had urged the Centre not
to privatise the upcoming
steel plant and in  the
same year the
Chhattisgarh assembly
had passed a resolution
stating that the house
urges the Centre not to
disinvest the NSP but if it
is  done, the state govern-
ment is ready to buy it.

NMDC’s Nagarnar steel plant
in Bastar starts production

Raipur, Aug 26: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Saturday wrote a let-
ter to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, seeking
the release Rs 6,000 crore
due to the state agencies
related to rice under the
decentralized procure-
ment scheme. The
“Government of
India/Food Corporation

of India” is yet to release
outstanding payments of
around Rs 6,000 crore to
the state agencies, the let-
ter claimed.

The state government
has to bear a huge finan-
cial burden in disposal of
paddy left after deposit-
ing rice in the central
pool (through FCI) and
the Centre does not com-

pensate the state for this
disposal of surplus
paddy, Baghel pointed
out.

In view of the serious-
ness of the situation, the
prime minister should di-
rect the concerned au-
thorities to settle all out-
standing payments in a
time-bound manner, the
letter said.

CM seeks release of outstanding
payment of Rs 6,000 cr

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Aug 26; High
quality CPR training was
imparted to the partici-
pants on the last day of
13th workshop on Basic
Life Support and Advance
Cardiac Life Support
Course, conducted by the
American Heart
Association in the
Department of
Anesthesia and Pain
Medicine of Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru
Memorial Medical
College and Dr. Bhimrao
Ambedkar Memorial
Hospital, Raipur. Early
identification of re-
versible causes of cardiac

arrest and their manage-
ment were also explained
on the occasion. All the
candidates participating
in this course were tested
after which certificates
were distributed to those
who passed.

Through the workshop,
life-saving training was
provided to doctors, nurs-
ing, paramedical staff, po-
lice and general public so
that they can save pre-
cious lives of patients
with timely and appropri-
ate services in case of
sudden cardiac arrest  or
other emergency, in-
formed Dr Pratibha Jain
Shah, Head Instructor of
this course. Advance
Cardiac Life Support
(ACLS) is a life-saving pro-
tocol used to provide im-
mediate treatment in car-
diac emergencies such as
cardiac arrest, stroke, my-
ocardial infarction and

other conditions. It can in-
crease the survival rate in
heart failure emergen-
cies.

The protocol of this pro-
cedure includes prompt
recognition of cardiac ar-
rest and activation of
emergency response sys-
tem, initial high quality
CPR with chest compres-
sions, rapid defibrillation,
effective advanced life
support, integrated care
after cardiac arrest. It
teaches life saving man-
agement methods in
emergency situations.

Apart from Dr. Pratibha
Jain Shah, Dr. Darshan
Makwana, Dr. Sapna
Gupta, Dr. Paltial Palate,
Dr. Santosh Singh, Dr.
Anisha Nagriya and Dr.
Shivam Patel from
Emergency Medicine also
served as course instruc-
tors and trained partici-
pants.

Experts impart high quality CPR training 

Raipur, Aug 26:
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) on Saturday alleged
that the illegal earning
through liquor has be-
come main sources of rev-
enue for the Congress
which is the reason behind
the AICC leader in-charge
of Congress in
Chhattisgarh Sheilja
Kumari has termed that
the liquor prohibition is
not an issue for the party.

BJP Spokesperson
Anurag Singhdeo while
addressing a press confer-
ence at party office said
that Congress does not

need to draft election man-
ifesto as the Congress gov-
ernment has yet to deliver
the promises made to the
people in the election man-
ifesto of last polls.

He said that illegal earn-
ing of nearly Rs 2000 crore
through liquor has made it
clear that Congress not
does not want to impose
liquor prohibition as
promises to the people.

Anurag Singhdeo fur-
ther added that Congress
party has lost the confi-

dence of senior leaders
who have reportedly re-
fused to be part of the elec-
tion manifesto for the up-
coming polls. He added
that the senior leaders
know that they would not
be able to ensure imple-
mentation of the election
manifesto if voted to
power. He further stated
that Congress has made
several announcements
but has failed to imple-
ment the decisions taken
in the public interest.

Congress ignoring liquor prohibition
due to illegal earning: BJP

Spokesperson
Anurag Singhdeo
questions the 
manifesto work of
Congress

Workshop on Basic
Life Support and
Advanced Cardiac
Life Support course

CM IN NEUROCON 2023

Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel attended 21st CGMP Neurocon 23, organised at a private hotel in Raipur today.

Raipur, Aug 26:
Chhattisgarh Governor
B i s w a b h u s a n
Harichandan met direc-
tor of Brahma Kumari
Seva Kendra Raipur Ms
Savita and other sisters at
Raj Bhavan on Saturday.
They extended an invita-

tion to the Governor for
the Sakaratmak
Parivartan Samaroh,
which is scheduled to
take place on August 31st
at Shanti Sarovar in
Saddu Raipur established
by Prajapita Brahma
Kumaris Ishwariya
Vishwa Vidyalaya. Sister
Leena, Nathmal Bhai,
and Mahesh Bhai were
also present on this occa-
sion.

Governor meets Brahma
Kumari Sisters 

Raipur, Aug 26: The
three-day national semi-
nar CGMP Neurocon 2023
under the joint aegis of
Society of Neuroscientists,
India (SON) and
Chhattisgarh Association
of Neuroscientists (CAN)
began on Saturday. During
this, doctors from all over
the country had an in-

depth discussion on brain
and spine surgery.
Specialist doctors said that
in this conference, along
with discussing in detail
about the remarkable
progress made in the field
of Neuro, new medical
possibilities were dis-
cussed. Brain and spine
complications ranging
from minor to severe were
discussed in depth.

Dr. SN Madhariya,
Senior Surgeon, Brain and
Spine, Chairman of the
Organizing Committee ad-

dressing the scribes here
said that during this three-
day conference new dis-
coveries and progress are
being discussed so that in-
formation about unique
and transformative discov-
eries can be obtained.
Experts are sharing their
views and experiences on
the latest surgical ap-
proaches by interviewing
each other. In addition,
cases that have promoted
successful outcomes are
discussed and efforts are
also discussed to help

shape the future of brain
and spine surgery. Doctors
shared their experiences
through study and paper
presentation on subjects
like Spine, Brain, Sleeping
Disorders, Posture Defects,
Modern Techniques of
Complex Spinal Surgery,
new innovations and in-
ventions in the 3-Day
National Seminar CGMP
Neurocon 2023. 200 neuro-
surgeons and neurologists
from across the country
are participating in this
seminar.

Specialist Doctors discuss in depth on brain and spine surgery in seminar
3-day national seminar
CGMP Neurocon 2023
begins

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Aug 26: Noted
Entrepreneurs from City
Ashish Agrawal and
Akash Agrawal would be
showcasing their skills
in the show “Brands of
Tomorrow” to be aired
soon. Both of them are
among six teams of en-
trepreneurs who would
narrate their success
story.

Other prominent
starts-up to be part of the
Disney Hotstars show in-
clude the brands owned
by cinestar Sunil Sheity,
Shradha Kapoor,
Cricketer Rishabh Pant
and Kabir Bedi. JOFF
Foods’ co founder broth-
ers from Raipur are excit-
ed about the show and

stated that it is an
achievement for them to
be part of another show
after their successful
stint in Shark Tank. In
the programme pre-
pared, the famous land-
mark of Raipur city in-
cluding Ghadi Chowk
and Raipur Municipal
Corporation (RMC)
building as well as ad-
joining area too have
been covered.

They said that they
want to encourage and
motivate other entrepre-
neurs who want to start
own start-up.

It is notable that they
had entered into the start
up after successfully
completing their man-
agement degree from
Australia.

Anand-Akash to be part of ‘Brands of Tomorrow’
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Raipur, Aug 26: An inter-
departmental meeting was
held on Friday in the
Directorate of Women and
Child Development for the
preparation of organising
National Nutrition Month
in Chhattisgarh state.
Nodal officers of all de-
partments and voluntary
organizations should be
present in the meeting. All
the nodal officers were in-
formed that this year also
between  September 01 to
30, 2023, National

Nutrition Month is to be
organised in
Chhattisgarh. The strate-
gy for this financial year
was decided while dis-
cussing the importance of
nutrition month and the
cooperation given by vari-
ous departments in the
past years. All the de-
partments and voluntary
organizations informed
about their cooperation
in making the National
Nutrition Month pro-

gram a success.
It is worth mentioning

that in order to reduce
the level of malnutrition
and anemia by the
Government of India,
Nutrition Month is or-
ganised every year in the
country in September as
a public movement to in-
crease public awareness
and for widespread pub-
licity and effective be-
havior change related to
health, nutrition and

cleanliness to the mass-
es.

Mr. Dildar Singh
Maravi, Joint Director,
Women Child
Development, Assistant
Director, Women Child
Development, State
Advisor of Nutrition
Campaign and nodal offi-
cers of various depart-
ments and representa-
tives of voluntary organ-
isations were present in
the meeting.

Inter-departmental meeting held for successful
implementation of ‘Nutrition Month’ 2023

Nutrition month will
be celebrated from
September 1 to 30

Wider publicity will
have to be done to
reduce the level of
malnutrition and
anemia

Raipur, Aug 26: The po-
lice emergency response
service Dial 100/112,
which aids in providing
assistance in emergency
situations, will receive an
allocation of 400 new vehi-
cles. Under the guidance of

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, the Finance
Department has approved
a budget of Rs 33 crores for
the procurement of these
vehicles. These vehicles
will be distributed across
all 33 districts of the state.
In 2018, this scheme was
introduced in 11 districts,
leading to the purchase of
252 vehicles. While most of
the vehicles purchased in
2018 have completed their
mileage, some are expect-
ed to reach that point in
the coming months.
Therefore, the necessity
for new vehicles arose to
effectively manage this
system and to deploy the
new vehicles in all dis-
tricts.

According to the ap-
proval provided by the
Central Purchase
Committee, the purchase
of vehicles will be con-
ducted through the online

order issuance in the
Government e-
Marketplace (GEM) sys-
tem, based on the avail-
ability and rates of vehi-
cles listed on the website.

It’s worth mentioning
that this service has
proved its utility during
emergency situations by
swiftly delivering neces-
sary help to citizens. With
the integration of 400 new
vehicles into this service,
its emergency response ca-
pacity will be further
strengthened, expanding
its benefits to a larger pop-
ulation. The state govern-
ment has recognized the
significance of this
scheme and has granted
administrative approval
for its implementation
throughout the entire
state. As a result, provi-
sions have been made to
purchase new vehicles for
the service.

400 new vehicles allocated
to Dial 100/112 Service

In order to strength-
en Emergency
Response

Finance
Department
approved Rs 33 cr,
vehicles will be pur-
chased soon

Scheme promises
to extend emer-
gency response
services to all dis-
tricts across the
state

Accused arrested with 3 cartons
of Goa 1 foreign liquor

Jagdalpur, Aug 26: Police
Station Kotwali of the dis-
trict investigated the Activa
vehicle in Kudalgaon. In the
investigation, after search-
ing the goods kept in the
sack in the foot of the vehi-
cle, Goa Whiskey English
liquor was found in 3 car-
toons in his possession. In
this 150 were quarter bot-
tles, with each having of 180
ml of liquor in it. In this
way a total of 27000 ml
liquor was seized. Along
with this the vehicle was
also seized. The estimated
market value of the liquor
has been pegged at Rs
19,500. The accused Mukesh
Sethia was arrested in the
case. An offense under 34(2)
of the Excise Act was regis-
tered against the accused in
Police Station Kotwali. The
accused was arrested and
sent on judicial remand.

Raipur, Aug 26:
Chandrayaan-3, India’s
lunar exploration mission
is a historical achieve-
ment that will be remem-
bered forever, said PM
Narendra Modi on achiev-
ing of this feat by ISRO on
W e d n e s d a y .
The IIT Bhilai community
witnessed this momentous
occasion along with the
entire country. The live
telecast of the event was
screened in the presence of
Prof. Rajiv Prakash,
Director IIT Bhilai. It was
a great opportunity for
young minds to witness
history in the making. It
highlighted once more
that India is a powerhouse
in the sciences such as as-
tronomy and space-sci-
ence, and its engineering
capabilities in launching
such great missions is
enormous. IITs are an ex-
ample of the in-house tal-
ent and training in India.

Expressing pride on the
occasion, Prof. Rajiv
Prakash shared his vision
for IIT Bhilai as a leading
institute in scientific re-
search, astronomy, space-
science and engineering
with students and faculty
members. He added that
IIT Bhilai has excellent
faculty leading in research
and teaching and bright
young students full of en-
ergy. The institute has cut-
ting edge equipment and
infrastructure along with
engineering capabilities.
IIT Bhilai is a beacon of
excellence in technical ed-
ucation, and it is pioneer-
ing scientific research in
the Chhattisgarh region.
The institute, under the
leadership of Prof. Rajiv
Prakash, is a nursery of
talent that will flow into
organizations such as
ISRO and carry on these
traditions to make history
for India.

IIT Bhilai witnessed the historic
moon landing of Chandrayaan-3
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Naya Raipur, Aug 26:
Kalinga University is a
reputed educational in-
stitution in Central
India. For providing in-
novation and quality edu-
cation, the university has
been granted B+ recogni-
tion by the National
Assessment and
Accreditation Council
(NAAC). It is the only pri-
vate university in
Chhattisgarh, which is
included in the NIRF
Ranking in the year 2022
and 2023 in the band of
top 101-150 Universities.
The students are trained
through high-quality
multidisciplinary re-
search-focused education
and skill development
programs to inculcate in-
novation in the students
as per the global bench-
marks to develop a sense
of responsible citizens
with the development of
leadership power.

On 23rd August 2023,
Kalinga University suc-
cessfully organized an
awareness and training
session in collaboration

with the State Election
Commission of
Chhattisgarh to educate
students on “How to use
Electronic Voting
Machines (EVMs) during
elections” on the univer-
sity campus.

The event was graced
by experienced election
officials Rahul Indulkar,
Master trainer Vinay
Agrawal and  Gajju Lal
Sahu (patwari) who
shared their expertise on
the functioning of EVMs
and the importance of ef-
fective voting. With the
forthcoming elections on
the horizon, the initiative
was especially beneficial
for the students who will
be casting their votes for
the very first time.

Election Officials start-
ed the event with an in-

sightful presentation,
shedding light on the sig-
nificance of participat-
ing in the democratic
process and making the
right choice. Gajju Lal
Sahu provided hands-on
practical training on how
to use the EVM machines
with ease.

The opportunity for
students in attendance to
get practical experience
was one of the event’s
highlights. The Election
Commission set up a
fully operational EVM
machine so that students
may practice casting bal-
lots.

They were introduced
to the EVM technology
through this real expo-
sure, which also gave
them more confidence to
actively participate in fu-

ture elections.
Dr. Sandeep Gandhi,

Registrar of Kalinga
University, expressed
gratitude to the Election
Commission for their col-
laboration and stated,
“Empowering our stu-
dents with the knowledge
and skills to engage in
the democratic process is
a key step towards creat-
ing responsible citizens”.
We appreciate the
Election Commission’s
cooperation in making
this event successful.

The students enthusi-
astically participated in
the event, which came to
a successful conclusion
with an enhanced under-
standing of the electoral
process and a stronger
sense of civic responsi-
bility.

State Election Commission conducts
EVM awareness and training 

At Kalinga University
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Jagdalpur, Aug 26: To
get rid of the problem of
stray cattle in the city,
the district administra-
tion and the municipal
corporation are working
jointly these days. Under
the Roka-Cheka cam-
paign under the guid-
ance of Collector Vijay
Dayaram, the corpora-
tion is continuously tak-
ing action to catch stray
animals from the city.
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Haresh

Mandavi said that action
is being taken by the cor-
poration to catch stray
cattle sitting on the road
in various routes of the
city. These stray cattle
are being caught and
kept in Gauthan (Kanji
House) located at Parpa.

He said that along with
this, the residents of the
city can complain on
1100 diagnosis number to
get rid of the problem
caused by stray animals
sitting on the square in-
tersection, roads, nation-
al highways and state
roads. On this complaint,
the employees of the cor-
poration will go to the
said area and catch the
stray animals. The com-
missioner has appealed
to the animal owners of
the city not to leave the
cattle in the open.

Stray cattle acting as
big hindrance in

movement of traffic

Central Chronicle News

Bijapur, Aug 26: FSSAI
has issued instructions
earlier to the sweet sell-
ers, according to which
they should display the
date of manufacture of
sweets and the shelf life
of sweets on the sweet
trays displayed in the dis-
play counter of sweets in
their shops is mandatory.
But many sweet sellers
are not following this in-
struction.

Food Safety
Department’s Designated
Officer cum SDM Bijapur
Mr. Pawan Kumar Premi
has appealed to all the
food vendors to strictly
follow the instructions of
FSSAI. Do not sell unla-
beled food items. The date
of manufacture, use-by
date and full address of

the manufacturing firm
must be mentioned in the
label. If producer not able
to address the firm and
the date of manufacture
of the food item, then
legal action will be taken
against the concerned
seller assuming full re-
sponsibility.

Samples of sweets were
collected by the team of
Food and Drug
Administration after in-
specting the sweet shops
of Bijapur city. Senior
Food Safety Officer Mr.
Ashish Yadav told that
after receiving the test re-
port of food samples,
court action will be taken
on the cases found non-
standard. It was informed
by SDM Mr. Pawan
Kumar Premi that in
view of the upcoming
Rakshabandhan festival,
the team of the Food
Security Department will
continue to specially
monitor the sweet shops

in all the areas of the dis-
trict.

If the date of use is not
mentioned, action will be
taken against them. In
the festival season, it is
also often seen those two
days before the festival,
many people who do not
have food license on the
roadside do business by
setting up pandals and
decorating temporary
stalls/shops of sweets.
Clear instructions and
strict warning are given
to all such people that
they should compulsorily
start food business by
taking food registration
or food license before set-
ting up their shop.
During the inspection,
taking strict action
against such temporary
stall holders without food
license, the team of Food
Safety Department and
District Administration
will be bound to remove
their stalls.

Action will be taken against those selling
packaged food items without labels

Raipur, Aug 25:
According to the informa-
tion gathered by the State
Revenue and Disaster
Management Department
through the State Control
Room, the state has record-
ed an average rainfall of
719.9 mm from June 1,
2023, till now. Analyzing
the rainfall data from
June 1 to the morning of
August 25, the Bijapur dis-
trict experienced the high-
est average rainfall of
1258.3 mm, while the
Surguja district recorded
the lowest average at 336.0
mm during the same peri-
od.

As per the information
provided by the State-
Level Flood Control Room,
the recorded average rain-
fall since June 1 varies
across districts. In
Surajpur district, an aver-
age rainfall of 655.3 mm
has been registered, while
Balrampur has experi-
enced 687.2 mm, Jashpur
has recorded 589.0 mm,
and the Koriya and
Manendragarh-Chirmiri-
Bharatpur districts have
recoded 705.2 mm and
713.8 mm of average rain-
fall respectively.

Similarly, 823.1 mm in
Raipur district, 723.1 mm
in Balodabazar, 658.3 mm
in Gariaband, 750.2 mm in
Mahasamund, 721.4 mm
in Dhamtari, 733.4 mm in
Bilaspur, 884.0 mm in

Mungeli, 803.6 mm in
Raigarh, 660.6 mm in
Sarangarh-Bilaigarh.
Average rainfall of 614.3
mm was recorded in
Janjgir-Champa, 606.6
mm in Sakti, 708.5 mm in
Korba, 733.0 mm in
G a u r e l a - P e n d r a -
Marwahi, 578.3 mm in
Durg, 559.7 mm in
Kabirdham district, 780.6
mm in Rajnandgaon, 915.9
mm in Mohla-Manpur-
Ambagarh Chowki, 745.3
mm in Khairagarh-
Chhuikhadan-Gandai,
763.9 mm in Balod, 556.8
mm in Bemetara, 728.1
mm in Bastar, 665.3 mm in
Kondagaon, 677.1 mm in
Kanker, 642.4 mm in
Narayanpur, 822.3 mm in
Dantewada and 1046.8 mm
in Sukma since June 1.

Ch’garh records an average 
rainfall of 719.9 mm so far

Dial helpline num-
ber 1100 Nidan to
give information
about stray cattle
on roads

In view of
Rakshabandhan
festival, intensive
investigation will
continue on sweet
shops

FSSAI issued
instructions for
sweet sellers 

Strict action will be
taken on doing food
business without
food license

Bijapur district
records maximum
rainfall in the state

Sheorinarayan, Aug 26:
A grand program of
Sawan Mahotsav was or-
ganized on Wednesday by
Kesharwani women in a
very gaiety atmosphere at
S h e o r i n a r a y a n
Kesharwani Kalyan
Bhavan. Under this pro-
gram, various groups of
women performed short
dramas and sang songs of
Sawan. and dances were

also performed on the reli-
gious tunes of Sawan.

According to the per-
formance of the women in
the short drama, ‘Sawan
Sundari’ was also selected,
in this short drama
Sandhya-. Neha stood first,
Rashmi Bela Kesharwani
and  Draupadi
Kesharwani and Sandya
Kesharwani were crowned
Sawan Sundari.

‘Sawan’ festival oragnised
by Kesharwani Samaj

BBeemmeettaarraa,,  AAuugg  2266:: SP
Bemetara, took information
about crime control and minor
act cases. In this he directed to
maintain informer/sources for
crime control; to take action on
illegal liquor sale; illegal sale of

drugs ganja, gambling, betting
and other drugs to police sta-
tion/outpost in-charge, sec-
tions 107, 116 (3), 109, 110 J.F.
He also asked to take preven-
tive action under Section 173
(8) of the Excise Act, abscond-
ing accused and 299 abscond-
ing accused, Minor Act, District
‘Badar’ and bound over action,
pending summons, pending
warrant and operation. 

By running the Eagle cam-
paign, the standing warrants
will be served and strict action
will be taken and would keep a
close watch on the habitual

accused of property related
crimes, in view of the upcom-
ing assembly elections 2023.
The station in-charges will
inspect the polling stations and
make arrangements for the
stay of the police force and
other necessary actions.      

He also directed for taking
preventive action against anti-
social elements and surveil-

lance miscreants, hooligans,
hooligans/fights after drinking
alcohol, banning carrying of
weapons during the election
period, security and communi-
cation arrangements of polling
stations, complete security of
each polling station. He took
information about the arrange-
ments done so far. If there is a
deficiency, to ensure that it is
rectified by informing the con-
cerned, keeping in view the
upcoming assembly elections,
the in-charge of the police sta-
tion himself should visit the
police station area and monitor

the miscreants and check
hooligan miscreants, convict-
ed, suspects. 

In the said meeting, SP
Pankaj Patel, SDOP Berla
Tejram Patel, DSP Rajesh
Kumar Jha, DSP Kamal
Narayan Sharma, Solution Cell
in-charge DSP Mrs. Kaushilya
Sahu, Security Inspector
Mukesh Joshi, Steno Ajay
Kumar Dewangan and all
police station/outpost in-
charge, SP Reader Sauni
Vishnu Sapre, DSB, DCB in-
charge and other police offi-
cers were present.

SP Bemetara holds meeting with gazetted officers 
Along with all police
station in-charges of
the district

In view of upcoming
assembly elections
2023
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Bilaspur, Aug 26: District
Panchayat's Chief
Executive Officer, Ajay
Agrawal, led a significant
meeting with non-govern-
mental organizations
(NGOs) to promote com-
munity engagement in the
effort to secure stray ani-
mals with radium belts
and remove them from
main roads.

The meeting addressed
the crucial need to prevent
accidents caused by stray
animals on state and na-

tional highways as di-
rected by the High
Court. Agrawal in-
formed the NGO repre-
sentatives about ongoing
endeavours to ensure
road safety. Stray ani-
mals are being equipped
with radium belts and
relocated to designated
shelters. Recognizing
the challenges of this
initiative, he empha-
sized the importance of
collective effort and co-
ordination among
NGOs, which will
streamline the process

and enhance its effective-
ness. In pursuit of a collab-
orative approach, the CEO
urged relevant department
officials to work closely
with NGOs, providing es-
sential equipment and sup-
port for the cause.

The NGOs, in turn, ex-
pressed their willingness to
cooperate, providing valu-
able insights and pledging
mutual coordination to
assist the district admin-
istration in this critical

mission.
The meeting was at-

tended by notable figures,
including CEO of Bilha,
Mrs. Deepti Tiwari, Dr.
A.S. Raghuvanshi from
the Animal Health
Department, representa-
tives from the
Agriculture Department,
and various NGO repre-
sentatives.
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MMuunnggeellii,,  AAuugg  2266::  Characterizing
to the fact that doctors are
Demi-Gods, Dr. Shreyansh
Parakh, Orthopedist, here at
District Hospital Mungeli, saved
a five year old girls leg by acting
swiftly. As per information, the
child Puniya Sondhala,a resident
of Patharia Temansgarh, was
troubled by swelling and pain
after injuring her leg, and was on
the verge of her leg getting am-

putated. Timely intervention by
Dr Parakh, in reducing the in-
flammation, not only saved the
child's leg but also readied it for
a major orthopedic surgery at
AIIMS Delhi. 

Here seeing the child's age,
the mother's leg bone was used
to rectify the child's lost seg-
ment of her leg bone. Both
mother and child are doing well
after the operation and Punia's
relatives expressed their grati-
tude to the surgical team as well

as the civil surgeon and the en-
tire hospital management for
their excellent service. 

Similarly, in another case, an
80-year-old man Avadh Ram
Gendle, a resident of Silli
Fasterpur was put back on his
feet by Dr. Parakh, The patient
was bed bound for the last 15
years and an artificial knee re-
placement surgery for free by Dr
Shreyansh Parakh and team has
made the old man to stand in his
feet again.
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SVEEP program honours 
elderly and educates new voters

Central Chronicle News
MMaanneeddeerrggaarrhh,,  AAuugg  2266::  In a concerted
effort to enhance voter awareness
and civic engagement, a significant
event was conducted in
Manedergarh under the guidance of
District Election Officer and
Collector, Narendra Kumar Dugga.
Chaired by SDM Manedergarh, Mrs.
Abhilasha Paikara, the event focused

on promoting the importance of vot-
ing through the Systematic Voters'
Education and Electoral Participation
(SVEEP) program. 

The district council hall of
Manedergarh was the venue for this
dynamic initiative, primarily targeted
at elderly citizens, differently-abled
individuals, and newlyweds. The
event commenced with a voter
awareness campaign that not only ed-
ucated participants about the elec-
toral process but also celebrated their
contributions as responsible citizens.
SDM, administered an oath to all at-
tendees, emphasizing the signifi-
cance of a fair and unbiased voting
process. Participants were provided
with comprehensive information
about the voting procedure, including
hands-on knowledge of utilizing the
Electronic Voting Machine (EVM). 

Mother’s leg bone used 
to save five year olds leg 

India’s historic mission 
on moon commemorated
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Kurud, Aug 26: On the
guidance of former minis-
ter and MLA Ajay
Chandrakar, Bharatiya
Janta Yuva Morcha
(BJYM), commemorated
India's historic mission on
the moon.

To make Chandrayaan's

landing successful, the
party workers performed
'Havan' at the martyr's me-
morial Kargil Chowk in
Kurud Nagar and the live
telecast was done in the
presence of prominent cit-
izens of the city at Kargil
Chowk.

On this occasion BJP
District Vice President

Ravikant Chandrakar,
Jyoti Chandrakar, Leader
of Opposition Bhanu
Chandrakar, Shyam Sahu,
Vinod Shukla, Vedanath
Chandrakar, Suresh
Agarwal, Moolchand
Sinha Prasanna Naidu,
Bhojraj Chandrakar, vil-
lagers and other party
workers were present.
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MMuunnggeellii..  AAuugg  2266:: Attractive
and huge idols are installed at
various places; apart from
these idols of Lord Ganesha are
enshrined in houses and puja
pandals too, during Ganesh
Utasav, and for this artisans
from other provinces including
Calcutta have reached the city.
Along with this, local sculptors
are engaged in the construc-
tion of clay Ganesha and as the
festival approaches, the final
touch will be given to the idols. 

Regarding Ganesh
Chaturthi festival, commit-
tees are being formed in lo-
calities and settlements so
that the festival can be cele-
brated with pomp and many

committee members are giv-
ing orders to artisans to
make the idol in the same
size after taking photos of
the idol of Lord Ganesha
from the internet. 

Due to increase in the
prices of goods, the cost of
idols has also increased
and this time the installa-
tion of Ganesh idol (Ganesh
Chaturthi) is to be held on
31 August. For this, the
final touches are being
given to the idols and the
sculptors who came from
other states have opined
that their business was in
ruins for last two years due
to Corona, but this time
they are expecting a leap in
the sales.

Work in full swing to
shape Ganesh idols 

CEO chairs meeting with NGOs to
enhance stray animal’s safety

Cooperation sought for implementing radium belts on stray animals
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Bhilai, Aug 26: In view of
the rising cases of dengue
in Durg and Bhilai, the
Public Health Department,
under the TSD of SAIL-BSP
and Durg Malaria
Eradication Department, of
Government of
Chhattisgarh is jointly run-
ning an intense Dengue and
other mosquito-borne dis-
eases prevention campaign.
In-spite of this intense cam-
paign the dengue cases are
on rise.

On August 26, 2023, 1,792
houses in the township
were surveyed and inten-
sive Spraying and fogging
were carried out under this
campaign at as many as 90
houses. In view of the possi-
bility of Mosquito Larvae
breeding, stagnant water
sources were immediately

cleaned at 1,557 spots. 153
houses were found with
spots having mosquito lar-
vae, which were cleaned
and sprayed with medicines
along with Temephos distri-
bution at 1,220 houses.

Oiling, spraying of medi-
cines in the backline, fog-
ging with portable mist
blower machines etc., along
with pamphlet distribution

and loudspeaker announce-
ments were also done in
Sector-2 areas to raise
awareness. It is noteworthy
that in-spite of repeated
warning to clean the sur-
roundings, repetitive pres-
ence of mosquito larvae
was found at 5 places in
Sector-2 area, including two
commercial complexes and
three residences. The Nagar

Nigam officials have im-
posed penalties to the own-
ers of such places for negli-
gence. KK Yadav, GM (TSD),
also observed the campaign
on behalf of SAIL-BSP at
the township, and has is-
sued strict warnings to
those individuals at whose
premises where mosquito
larvae were found.

All Bhilai residents have

been requested to keep a
strict vigil and make collec-
tive efforts to check mosqui-
to infestation around them.
The residents are requested
to adhere to special precau-
tionary measures. BSP's
Public Health Department
has made an appeal to the
common public to take pre-
cautionary measures at in-
dividual as well as collective

levels to ensure everyone's
safety.

The stagnant water at va-
cant lands and other open
containers during the mon-
soon serve as viable condi-
tions for breeding of
dengue-causing Aedes mos-
quitoes, due to water-logged
open containers lying
around the residences. As
many as 48 Mosquito-
Breeding Checkers have
also been hired by the
Plant's Public Health
Department on payment-
basis from Durg Malaria
Eradication Department
since June 13, 2023. The
Breeding Checkers are visit-
ing door-to-door and in-
specting mosquito larvae
and spraying medicines, be-
sides making people aware
of prevention and precau-
tionary measures of mos-
quito-borne diseases.
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Bhilai, Aug 26: For the
purpose of creating
health and health aware-
ness through sports in
life, National Vice
President of Bharatiya
Janata Party and Rajya
Sabha MP Dr Saroj
Pandey is organizing
Mahtari Khel Mahotsav
on August 27, 2023. The
venue of the tournament
is Chauhan Imperial,
near by-pass road, Durg.

Rajya Sabha MP and
BJP National Vice
President Dr Saroj
Pandey, in a statement is-
sued regarding the event,
said that women will par-
ticipate in various sports
like tug of war, musical

chair, Fugdi, Jalebi Daud,
Billas etc.

Through this event,
women will not only get
entertainment but also
an environment of
healthy competition.
Attractive prizes will also
be given to the winners of
the competitive games.

Dr Saroj noted that due
to other responsibilities,
the women of our coun-
try get less opportunity
to participate in any
sports competition on
their own whereas they
are very much interested
in participating in such
sports.

This effort is to provide
an opportunity to these
women so that they can
show their talent.

iSEE Training organised at
Bhilai Steel Plant’s Plate Mill
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Bhilai, Aug 26: iSEE
Training was organized at
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant's
Plate Mill under the
Behavioural Interventions
Cross Functional Team
(BICFT) on August 24, 2023,
at Plate Mill Conference
Hall. Tapas Dasgupta, CGM
I/c (Iron) was the Chief
Guest on this occasion. The
one Day Training was pro-
vided to the Plate Mill em-
ployees to make them aware
of the rules of safety.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Chief Guest Tapas

Dasgupta said that adhering
to the rules of safety and
using Behavioural
Interventions in daily work
are of paramount impor-
tance for working at the
Plant. Speaking on the role
of training in this pro-
gramme, RK Bisare, CGM
(Plate Mill) said that, it is
the collective responsibility
of all of us to keep our de-
partment clean and acci-
dent free. SK Agarwal, GM
(Safety) also spoke on the
importance of iSEE
Training on this occasion.

Ghulam Ashraf, OCT
(BF) and Ganesh Kumar

Master Technician (EMD)
were the trainers of the day-
long iSEE Training, fol-
lowed by its Practical
Training at the shop floor.

Sanjay Tripathi,
Spokesperson, (BICFT-P
Mill), Rajeev Sontake,
Cluster I/c (BICFT) and
Satya Narayan Mehar also
contributed for conducting
the training successfully.
The trainees congratulated
the Plate Mill collective for
organizing the training
and promised to ensure
safety at the workplace by
doing C rounds in the mill
in real time.

Agri Deptt conducts surprise inspection at
Compound Fertilizer Manufacturing Unit
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Bhilai, Aug 26: To ensure
the availability of high-
quality fertilizers, seeds
and pesticides for the
farmers of the district in
Kharif 2023 season, the
Agriculture Department
is continuously inspecting
the concerned private and
cooperative establish-
ments of the district. The
agriculture department is
conducting an intensive
campaign as per the in-
structions of Collector
Pushpendra Kumar
Meena.

In this sequel, a joint
team of Deputy Director
Agriculture Lalit Mohan
Bhagat, Senior
Agriculture Development
Officer Saurabh Verma,
Development Block
Inspector Durg Naveen
Khobragade, Rural
Agriculture Extension

Officer Anil Kumar
Chandrakar and Driver
Yadusudan Thackeray
conducted a surprise in-
spection at the Compound
Fertilizer Manufacturing
Factory - M/s Suhane
Agro (India) Private
Limited in Hathkhoj on 25
August 2023.

After inspection, sam-
ples of fertilizer 1630:0-3;
20:20:10-1, Single Super
Phosphate 16 percent

manufactured at the
Compound Fertilizer
Manufacturing Factory
were collected and sent to
the laboratory for quality
testing. During inspec-
tion, the team discovered
use and storage of 10
years old raw material in
the Compound Fertilizer
Manufacturing Factory.
Old raw material can
cause deficiencies in the
quality of manufactured

fertilizers.
The factory officials

were unable to produce
the maintained stock reg-
ister and other docu-
ments related to produc-
tion. The manufacturer
has been issued a show
cause notice and directed
to submit the reply with-
in 03 days.

Along with this, action
will be taken to seal the
Compound Fertilizer

Manufacturing Factory
under the provisions of
the Fertilizer (Control)
Order 1985, if satisfactory
reply is not submitted
within the time period.
The Deputy Director
Agriculture instructed
the manufacturer to man-
ufacture good quality
input material for fertiliz-
ers and to store fertilizers
as per rules in dry, venti-
lated places.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 26: The most
auspicious occasion the in-
vestiture ceremony of Sri
Sankara Vidyalyaa Sector -
X was held on August 26,
2023 with full zeal and en-
thusiasm. It was really a
momentous day for the en-
tire Sankara Fraternity.

The Chief Guest of the
day was Rajat Diwedi (Retd
Group Captain) presently
working in the capacity of
Head of Central India,
National Technical
Research Organisation,
under the Prime Minister's
office. The ceremony com-
menced with the lighting
of the ceremonial lamp
and garlanding of the por-
traits of Goddess
Saraswati and Adi Guru
Shankracharya by the es-

teemed chief guest and the
principal of Sri
Sankara Vidyalaya fol-
lowed by the welcoming of
the chief guest by bouquet
presentation.

The ceremony began
with the introduction by
Anita Varma. The school
prefectorial body and the
house prefectorial body
was conferred with their
respective posts by pin-

ning of badges and sashes
by the honorable chief
guest and principal. The
oath of office was adminis-
tered by principal Bipin
Deshmukh and respective
house wardens.

Aastha Jha was con-
ferred with the post of
Head Girl and Krish
Agarwal with the post of
Head Boy, Joint Head Girl -
Archita Agarwal, Joint

Head Boy-Shourya
Awasthi, Cultural
S e c r e t a r y - A n u s h k a
Pathak and K Vinay, Sports
Secretary- Aditi Kothari
and Md Zeeshan,
Discipline Secretary - Kirti
Singh and     Jatin
Wadhwani.

Motivational songs on
this occasion were present-
ed by Aadya Tiwari,
Hrishita Haldar and

Simart Kaur. This was fol-
lowed by an enthusiastic
speech by the newly elect-
ed head boy, Krish
Agrawal. Anushka Pathak,
Cultural Secretary also
spoke on this occasion.

Bipin Deshmukh, prin-
cipal SSV addressed the
gathering and motivated
the newly elected body to
perform their duties with
sincerity and integrity. He

congratulated all of them
on this great achievement.

The chief guest Rajat
Diwedi showered his bless-
ings and congratulated the
office bearers and also mo-
tivated the other children
to strive for excellence and
he asserted that there is no
short cut to success.

V Ramachandran,
President (SSES), S
Swaminathan, Secretary
(SSES), TR Venkatraman
(Treasurer) congratulated
the prefectorial body and
inspired them to take the
school to newer heights.
The programme was com-
pered by Anita Varma and
Dr Debanjali Mukherjee.
Vote of thanks was pro-
posed by S Smita house
warden (Vayu House). The
programme concluded
with the National Anthem.

Married woman
commits suicide
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 26: A 38-year-
old married woman al-
legedly committed suicide
on the intervening night of
Saturday. The deceased
was a mother of two chil-
dren and was in stress
after the death of her
mother. She left home on
Friday evening after an al-
tercation with her hus-
band. On Saturday morn-
ing, her body was found in
a pond at Sector 7.

According to informa-
tion, the deceased was
Preeti Singh (38) wife of
Manish Singh a resident
of B-Market, Sector 6. On
Friday evening, she had
an argument with her
husband over some issue.

When irked Preeti went
out of the house, her hus-
band thought that she
might have gone on the
terrace and will return
after some time. Later he
realised that Preeti was
missing. As she was not
responding to the mobile
calls, Manish tried to
search for her at all possi-
ble places but she was not
found.

On Saturday morning, a
person found her phone on
the banks of Sector 7 pond
and informed Manish
about the phone. Later,
Preeti's body was recov-
ered from the pond. After
preparing an inquest, po-
lice sent the body for au-
topsy. Further investiga-
tions are on.

Dr Saroj Pandey felicitates 
parents of Chandrayaan 3 

fame Bharat Kumar

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 26: In the
team of India's most am-
bitious mission
Chandrayaan 3, Bharat
Kumar, a resident of
Charoda, was also a
member.

The Rajya Sabha MP
and BJP National Vice

President Saroj Pandey ac-
companied by local coun-
cilor and BJP Mandal
President Sushma Jethani
and other party workers
visited the residence of
Bharat Kumar in Charoda
and met the parents and
felicitated them.

She congratulated them
for this achievement of

their son. She said "Today
it is a matter of pride for
us that this youth of
Chhattisgarh's soil is
working as a member of
the Chandrayaan 3 team
and his contribution in
making the country a
world leader in the field of
space is invaluable even
today and in the future." 

Workshop organised on Maintenance and
Welfare of Parents and Senior Citizens Act, 2007

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Aug 26: On the di-
rection of the State Legal
Services Authority,
Bilaspur, the District
Legal Services Authority,
Durg organised a work-
shop on the "Maintenance
and Welfare of Parents
and Senior Citizens Act,
2007. The one day work-
shop / training program
was organized under the
guidance of District
Judge/Chairman, District
Legal Services Authority,
Durg, Neeta Yadav at the
auditorium of the District
Court, Durg on Friday.

Additional District and
Sessions Judge Sanjeev
Kumar Tamak was the re-
source person in the work-
shop. Vivek Netam (9th
Civil Judge Class-2 Durg),
Poyal Topno (6th Civil
Judge Class-2 Durg),
Ashish Dahariya
(Secretary District Legal
Services Authority, Durg)
were prominently present.
Vinay Kumar Soni, Joint

Collector, Durg / Sub-
Divisional Officer (R)
Dhamdha, Vipul Kumar
Gupta, Joint Collector
Durg /Sub-Divisional
Officer (R) Patan and CS
Kanwar, Tehsildar
Dhamdha, Prafulla Gupta,
Addl Tehsildar Durg, all
councillors of Legal Aid
Defence Counsel System
Durg, panel advocates and
all paralegal volunteers of
District Legal Services
Authority Durg and others
attended the workshop.

Addressing the work-
shop, ADJ Sanjeev Kumar
Tamak detailed the provi-

sions of the Maintenance
and Welfare of Parents
and Senior Citizens Act,
2007. He said that this Act
was established to provide
rights to parents and sen-
ior citizens. He said that
today the parents and sen-
ior citizens are being de-
prived of their rights.
Describing the changing
social scenario to be re-
sponsible for this situa-
tion, he said that people
must understand their ex-
pected role in the
society/home.

"We have to explain to
the common people of the

society what should be
their role in the
society/home", he said.
Apart from this, giving de-
tailed information to the
participants/officers of
the tribunal present in the
workshop about the work
to be done in the tribunal
under the above act, he ex-
plained how the help of po-
lice department, medical
department and other de-
partments can be taken
under the said Act.

He explained the
Paralegal Volunteers
about their role and urged
them to help the elderly

people in every possible
way. He motivated them to
provide necessary assis-
tance to the elderly in get-
ting their rights. The par-
ticipants also got their
doubts cleared.

Resource Person Vivek
Netam, Ninth Civil Judge
Class-2 Durg, in his speech
highlighted the objectives
of the "Maintenance and
Welfare of Parents and
Senior Citizens Act, 2007".
He explained the provi-
sions mentioned in
Sections 4, 7, 10 Section 11
and Section 11(2), Section
12, 15, 16, 23, 19, 20, 24 27
and Section 34.

Poyal Topno, 6th Civil
Judge, Class-II, Durg, in
his speech, explained
about Section 32 of the Act
and the rules for imple-
menting the purposes of
the Act. She said that the
case in this regard is filed
in the Tribunal. She gave
detailed information about
the process of its disposal
after the case was present-
ed before the tribunal.
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Sri Sankara Vidyalaya-X organises Investiture Ceremony 

Mahatari Khel
Mahotsav today

Dengue Prevention Campaign continues in Sector-2, Penalties Imposed
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Berla, Aug 26:

The members of Yadav
Samaj district Bemetara
submitted a memoran-
dum in the name of CM
to the District collector
Bemetara about ban on
sale of mutton and liquor
on occasion of Krishna
Janmashtami. Narad

Yadav of Bemetara
District Yadav Samaj
said that the sale of mut-
ton and liquor on birth
anniversary of all the re-

ligious Gods, Goddesses
and national day remains
banned. He said that
'Dahi-Loot' competition is
organised all over the

state and with opening of
mutton and liquor shops,
some of the anti-socials
tried to hinder the peace-
ful atmosphere and
therefore Yadav Samaj
has urged CM Baghel to
impose ban on sale of
mutton and liquor on
this day.

Among those who sub-
mitted memorandum in-
cluded Amita Yadav,
Naresh Yadav, Satish
Yadav, Dhansingh Yadav,
Munna Yadav, Anil Yadav,
Tonu Yadav, Pushpendr
Yadav, Santram Yadav,
Vijay Yadav, Payare
Yadav and others.

Yadav samaj urge ban on
sale of mutton, liquor

On occasion of
‘Krishna
Janmashtami’
Submit memo in
the name of CM to
the Collector

Krishna Vallabh
Goswami qualifies for BS

entrance in IIT Madras
Dongargaon, Aug 26:

City's talented students
and student of Neeraj
Vidya Mandir (NVM)
Krishna Vallabh Goswami
has got selected for
Bachelor's degree pro-
gramme in IIT Madras for
Data Science course. He
completed all the four as-
signments in the first at-
tempt to be eligible to ap-
pear in the main entrance
exam of IIT Madras. After
this for admission into IIT
Madras, for the second leg
the entrance exam was or-
ganised at internationl
level and in which he at-
tained success.

Krishna Vallabh
Goswami is the only stu-
dent from the district to

have qualified in this
exam and got admission
into the above course in
IIT Madras. Under the
New Education Policy
(NEP), IIT Madras under
the dual degree study pro-
gramme, will provided
foundation course in the
first  year; Diploma in the
second and BSc. in the

third  year and bachelor's
degree on completion of
the fourth year exam.

It is notable here that
KV Goswami is grandson
of well-known
'Jyotishacharya' Late Dr
Chaitanya Ram Goswami
and S/o President Press
Club Dongargaon Prem
Goswami. Dr Avadh K
Goswami, BV Bihari
Goswami, Prof. (Dr.)
Surendra Goswami and
Engg. Devendra Goswami
are his grandfather. On his
selection, the well-known
educationist Engg. Neeraj
Vajpayee, Neeraj Vidya
Mandir family, Press Club
Dongargaon members and
his entire family and
friends have extended
greetings on his selection.

Kurud, Aug 26: 

The demand for making
the long-awaited Sahu
Bhavan in the circle of
Bagoud hq's is being made
by the members of
'Parikshetra Sahu Samaj'
(PSS) Bagoud (maradev
Mandir premises) to other
members of the Samaj.
This will be constructed
with sanction of Rs 10
lakh by MLA Kurud Ajay
Chandrakar and with do-
nations from members of
the Sahu Samaj.

The foundation stone for

this Sahu Bhavan was laid
on Aug 24 at the hands of
MLA Kurud Ajay
Chandrakar, Malak Ram

Sahu, State V-P Sahu
Samaj Trilok Chand Jain,
Krishna Kant Sahu,
Tikesh Sahu, Bhupendra

Sinha, Toran Sahu
Parikshetra President
Rikhiram Sahu,
Tarachand Sahu,
Rameshwar Sahu,
Vishwanath Sahu,
Sarpanch Meenakshi
Leela Ram sahu, Santram
Sahu, Tekram Sahu,
Lokeshwar Sahu,
Mahendra Sahu, Idarman
Sahu, Gyatri Sahu, Kamta
Sahu, Krishna sahu and
other senior citizens of
Sahu Samaj. On this occa-
sion members of Sahu
Samaj were present in
large number.

Stone laid for ‘Parikshetriya Sahu Bhavan’

Dongargaon, Aug 26: 

The recent attack on a
Congress legislator has
sparked a heated debate
over the state of law and
order, with BJP leader
Dinesh Gandhi taking a
strong stance. He ex-
pressed deep concern,
shedding light on how the
BJP had consistently
brought attention to the
deteriorating law and
order situation, only to be
met with apathy from the
government. Now, as the
situation escalates to the
point of targeting elected
officials, Gandhi has
raised questions about the
safety of elected members
under Bhupesh Baghel's
administration. Gandhi's
statement asserted that
since the Congress gov-
ernment assumed power,
crime rates have surged
dramatically.

Attack on MLA
sparks concerns

over law and order



T hroughout the 21st century,
teamwork has come to define

the modern work environment.
Driven by advances in communica-
tion technology, working collabora-
tively is, as management experts will
tell you, how you harness the "collec-
tive intelligence". Collective intelli-
gence is often seen as greater than
the sum of its parts: superior to the
cumulative individual intelligence of
the group's members.

Capitalising on it is said to
improve task accuracy (finding bet-
ter and more correct answers), and
enhance task efficiency (finding
good answers faster). This in turn
leads to quicker and higher quality
completion. In other words, when we
work together, our performance
improves. This has been one of the
major factors shaping our modern
societies.

At the same time, though, both
research and popular idiom under-
line the limits inherent to the con-
cept. If "two heads are better than
one" suggests the benefits of collab-
oration, "too many cooks spoil the
broth" suggests the opposite.

I led a recent study looking at
whether training and team composi-
tion might affect how efficient peo-
ple are when working together. We
found that the benefits of collective

intelligence can be outweighed by
the cost of having to coordinate
between team members.

TThhee  ddyynnaammiiccss  ooff  tteeaammwwoorrkk
We designed an experimental

study using an existing online citizen
science project, Wildcam Gorongosa.
Participants analyse webcam photos
taken in Gorongosa National Park,
Mozambique, to find and identify
animal species and behaviour. We
invited 195 members of the public to
our lab in Oxford to participate.

The experiment comprised two
stages: training, then testing, which
they did first on their own and then in
teams of two. They had five subtasks
to complete: detecting the presence
of animals; counting how many there
were; identifying what they were
doing (standing, resting, moving,
eating or interacting); specifying
whether any young were present;
and identifying the animals from 52
possible species (the option of "noth-
ing here" was included, but not "I
don't know").

We split the participants into two
groups. One received targeted train-
ing with images similar to the test
set. The other received general train-
ing with a diverse range of images.

We found the type of training did
indeed affect their performance. For
those with general training the "gen-
eralists" efficiency initially
improved, but then declined, once
they were tested on the specific set
of test images. By contrast, those
with targeted training the "experts"
consistently maintained or improved
their performance.

HHooww  ppeerrffoorrmmaannccee  
cchhaannggeedd  dduurriinngg  tthhee  ttrraaiinniinngg  

aanndd  tteessttiinngg  ssttaaggeess
To investigate the impact team

dynamics would have, we then
formed three types of group: these
featured either two experts, two

generalists, or a mixed pair.
Surprisingly, we found that neither
two generalists nor a mixed group
performed better than a single gen-
eralist working alone. Even two
experts working together did not do
better than a single expert. We also
found that while having an expert in
a group improved accuracy for the
more complex tasks, it did not
improve the group's efficiency. In
other words, the team got more cor-
rect answers but took considerably
longer to do so. And for simple tasks,
there was no improvement in accura-
cy from having an expert. Ultimately,
the time that team members lost in
coordinating with each other out-
weighed the benefit of adding an
expert to the group.

WWhhaatt  ccaann  wwee  ssaayy  aabboouutt  
tthhee  ffuuttuurree  ooff  wwoorrkk??

Research has long shown that
underperformance in a group is often
due to what social psychologists
term "process losses".

The collective intelligence of a
team can, for example, be adversely
affected by social biases and what
cognitive scientists call "herding"
effects, because these can lead to
collective decisions being dispropor-
tionately influenced by a few mem-
bers of the group who are less com-
petent yet more confident.

Further, psychologists speak about
"social loafing" to describe a person
performing poorly because they are
part of a group they have the impres-
sion that others will do the job with-
out them needing to contribute.

When a large number of team
members follow this strategy, it can
result in the combined efforts of the
team being even lower than the sum
of individual efforts. Research also
shows the importance of social
learning in the context of effective
collaborative working, which our

study highlights. The experimental
method we implemented involved
individual training sessions followed
immediately by testing the team-
work this precluded opportunities for
people to learn by observing their
coworkers' performance, and there-
fore one of the advantages of being
part of the group during the learning
process was eliminated.

The context in which teamwork
and collaboration take place matters,
as do the tools available for coordi-
nation between team members. As
internet-based communication tech-
nologies are used not only for large-
scale voluntary collaborative
endeavours, such as citizen science
projects, but also for remote work-
ing, it is important to recognise the
potential effects of different training
approaches and team dynamics.

When team members don't have
the chance to observe other workers
and reap the advantages of social
learning, and when communication
is less efficient than face-to-face
interactions, the costs and benefits
in the teamwork equation can shift.

Our research shows that this is
even more pronounced when you're
dealing with simpler tasks that don't
require extensive creative problem-
solving. Opting to work individually
could indeed be a more viable
approach.

The dynamics of teamwork
whether in the workplace or in the
context of collective action are com-
plex. While collaboration offers ben-
efits in specific contexts, it is essen-
tial to consider the trade-offs
between time, accuracy and efficien-
cy. Coordination comes at a cost. 

((AAssssoocciiaattee  PPrrooffeessssoorr,,  SScchhooooll  
ooff  SSoocciioollooggyy,,  GGeeaarryy  IInnssttiittuuttee  
ffoorr  PPuubblliicc  PPoolliiccyy,,  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  

CCoolllleeggee  DDuubblliinn..))
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India’s GDP
With elections on the horizon,

India's GDP global ranking sparks
discourse. Our GDP surged from 20
billion dollars in 1947 to 3.7 trillion
dollars in 2023, cementing a fifth-
place position. But measuring true
prosperity demands a deeper dive
into Purchasing Power Parity (PPP).
This metric unveils a staggering 13
trillion dollars for India's GDP, re-
vealing contrasting figures against
China's 33 trillion and the US's 26.9
trillion dollars. Yet, our vast popula-
tion tugs at per capita income –
$9,037 for us, compared to the US's
$80,025 and China's $23,338. World
Bank's poverty lines shed light on
street vendors, rickshaw pullers,
and more, questioning real eco-
nomic impact. As elections loom,
let's scrutinize beyond the numbers
for genuine growth and well-being.

NN  MMaatteeeennii,,  MMuummbbaaii  

New COVID Variant
BA.2.86 

The emergence of COVID variant
BA.2.86 is raising alarms world-
wide. This new variant, detected in
Switzerland and South Africa, joins
Israel, Denmark, the US, and the UK
in its reach. According to a World
Health Organization (WHO) official,
we're in a distinct pandemic phase
from its initial outbreak. Dutch vi-
rologist and WHO advisor, Marion
Koopmans, emphasizes the vari-
ant's 35+ mutations in critical virus
components compared to XBB.1.5,
the 2023 dominant strain. BA.2.86
was first identified in Denmark and
has since surfaced in symptomatic
patients, airports screenings, and
wastewater samples globally.
Although experts believe BA.2.86
might not lead to a severe wave due
to existing immunity, vigilance re-
mains crucial. Maria Van Kerkhove,
WHO's COVID-19 technical lead,
mentions the growing spread and
underscores ongoing vaccine effi-
cacy assessments.

MMaannoojj  KKuummaarr  KK  PP,,  RRaaiippuurr

India Shines
In a remarkable feat, India, the

world's most populous democracy,
has etched its name in history with
a groundbreaking lunar achieve-
ment. The  touchdown of India's
Vikram lander and Pragyan rover at
the moon's southern pole under the
Chandrayaan-3 mission is a mo-
mentous milestone. This event,
achieved on a tighter budget com-
pared to predecessors Russia, USA,
and China, not only cements India's
status as a space pioneer but also
signifies a giant leap for lunar ex-
ploration.This accomplishment re-
flects the unwavering dedication of
India's homegrown space program,
tracing back to the visionary
Jawaharlal Nehru's inception of IITs
and space initiatives. As we cele-
brate, it's crucial to acknowledge
ISRO supremo Mr. Somnath and his
team's dedication in landing on the
moon's far side. While political nar-
ratives may emerge, it's undeniable
that this feat ignites global inspira-
tion and ushers in new frontiers of
space discovery.

BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,
FFaarriiddaabbaadd

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  RAIPUR,  SUNDAY,  AUGUST  27,  2023

Brahma Kumaris show big size special 'rakhi' during the celebrations of 'Raksha Bandhan', in Bikaner, Saturday, Aug. 26.

RAKSHA BANDHAN CELEBRATIONS

John P. Nelson

T he media frenzy surrounding
ChatGPT and other large lan-

guage model artificial intelligence
systems spans a range of themes,
from the prosaic large language mod-
els could replace conventional web
search to the concerning AI will elimi-
nate many jobs and the overwrought
AI poses an extinction-level threat to
humanity. All of these themes have a
common denominator: large language
models herald artificial intelligence
that will supersede humanity.

But large language models, for all
their complexity, are actually really
dumb. And despite the name "artifi-
cial intelligence," they're completely
dependent on human knowledge and
labor. They can't reliably generate
new knowledge, of course, but there's
more to it than that.

ChatGPT can't learn, improve or
even stay up to date without humans
giving it new content and telling it
how to interpret that content, not to
mention programming the model and
building, maintaining and powering its
hardware. To understand why, you
first have to understand how ChatGPT
and similar models work, and the role
humans play in making them work.

HHooww  CChhaattGGPPTT  wwoorrkkss
Large language models like

ChatGPT work, broadly, by predicting
what characters, words and sen-
tences should follow one another in

sequence based on training data sets.
In the case of ChatGPT, the training
data set contains immense quantities
of public text scraped from the inter-
net.

Imagine I trained a language model
on the following set of sentences:

Bears are large, furry animals.
Bears have claws. Bears are secretly
robots. Bears have noses. Bears are
secretly robots. Bears sometimes eat
fish. Bears are secretly robots.

The model would be more inclined
to tell me that bears are secretly ro-
bots than anything else, because that
sequence of words appears most fre-
quently in its training data set. This is
obviously a problem for models
trained on fallible and inconsistent
data sets which is all of them, even ac-
ademic literature.

People write lots of different things
about quantum physics, Joe Biden,
healthy eating or the Jan. 6 insurrec-
tion, some more valid than others.
How is the model supposed to know
what to say about something, when
people say lots of different things?

TThhee  nneeeedd  ffoorr  ffeeeeddbbaacckk
This is where feedback comes in. If

you use ChatGPT, you'll notice that
you have the option to rate responses
as good or bad. If you rate them as
bad, you'll be asked to provide an ex-
ample of what a good answer would
contain. ChatGPT and other large lan-
guage models learn what answers,
what predicted sequences of text, are
good and bad through feedback from

users, the development team and
contractors hired to label the output.

ChatGPT cannot compare, analyse
or evaluate arguments or information
on its own. It can only generate se-
quences of text similar to those that
other people have used when com-
paring, analysing or evaluating, pre-
ferring ones similar to those it has
been told are good answers in the
past.

Thus, when the model gives you a
good answer, it's drawing on a large
amount of human labour that's al-
ready gone into telling it what is and
isn't a good answer. There are many,
many human workers hidden behind
the screen, and they will always be
needed if the model is to continue im-
proving or to expand its content cov-
erage.

A recent investigation published by
journalists in Time magazine revealed
that hundreds of Kenyan workers
spent thousands of hours reading and
labeling racist, sexist and disturbing
writing, including graphic descrip-
tions of sexual violence, from the
darkest depths of the internet to
teach ChatGPT not to copy such con-
tent.

They were paid no more than USD2
an hour, and many understandably
reported experiencing psychological
distress due to this work.

WWhhaatt  CChhaattGGPPTT  ccaann''tt  ddoo
The importance of feedback can

be seen directly in ChatGPT's tenden-
cy to "hallucinate"; that is, confident-

ly provide inaccurate answers.
ChatGPT can't give good answers on
a topic without training, even if good
information about that topic is widely
available on the internet.

You can try this out yourself by
asking ChatGPT about more and less
obscure things. I've found it particu-
larly effective to ask ChatGPT to sum-
marise the plots of different fictional
works because, it seems, the model
has been more rigorously trained on
nonfiction than fiction.

In my own testing, ChatGPT sum-
marised the plot of J.R.R. Tolkien's
"The Lord of the Rings," a very fa-
mous novel, with only a few mistakes.
But its summaries of Gilbert and
Sullivan's "The Pirates of Penzance"
and of Ursula K. Le Guin's "The Left
Hand of Darkness" both slightly more
niche but far from obscure come close
to playing Mad Libs with the charac-
ter and place names. It doesn't matter
how good these works' respective
Wikipedia pages are. The model
needs feedback, not just content.

Because large language models
don't actually understand or evaluate
information, they depend on humans
to do it for them. They are parasitic
on human knowledge and labor.
When new sources are added into
their training data sets, they need
new training on whether and how to
build sentences based on those
sources.

They can't evaluate whether news
reports are accurate or not. They

can't assess arguments or weigh
trade-offs. They can't even read an
encyclopedia page and only make
statements consistent with it, or ac-
curately summarize the plot of a
movie. They rely on human beings to
do all these things for them.

Then they paraphrase and remix
what humans have said, and rely on
yet more human beings to tell them
whether they've paraphrased and
remixed well. If the common wisdom
on some topic changes for example,
whether salt is bad for your heart or
whether early breast cancer screen-
ings are useful they will need to be
extensively retrained to incorporate
the new consensus.

MMaannyy  ppeeooppllee  bbeehhiinndd  tthhee  ccuurrttaaiinn
In short, far from being the harbin-

gers of totally independent AI, large
language models illustrate the total
dependence of many AI systems, not
only on their designers and maintain-
ers but on their users. So if ChatGPT
gives you a good or useful answer
about something, remember to thank
the thousands or millions of hidden
people who wrote the words it
crunched and who taught it what
were good and bad answers.

Far from being an autonomous su-
perintelligence, ChatGPT is, like all
technologies, nothing without us. 

((PPoossttddooccttoorraall  RReesseeaarrcchh  FFeellllooww  iinn
EEtthhiiccss  aanndd  SSoocciieettaall  IImmpplliiccaattiioonnss  ooff

AArrttiiffiicciiaall  IInntteelllliiggeennccee,,  GGeeoorrggiiaa
IInnssttiittuuttee  ooff  TTeecchhnnoollooggyy..))

Yash Pal Ralhan

T he dawn of the Traditional Medicine Global Summit, orchestrated
by the World Health Organization (WHO) on August 17 and 18,

brought into focus an indispensable aspect of global health: traditional
and integrative medicine. Prime Minister Narendra Modi's resonant
video message to the G20 Health Ministers' Meet underlined the pivotal
role health plays in shaping our destinies, urging nations to foster inter-
national cooperation in the face of the ongoing pandemic. Amidst the
chaos, he stressed the need for resilience and proactive preparedness
to thwart, confront, and counter future health emergencies. This clarion
call resonated India's holistic approach to healthcare, characterized by
fortified health infrastructure, a fervent embrace of traditional medi-
cine, and unyielding commitment to universal healthcare access. In the
backdrop of these discussions, the G20 Health Minister’s Meeting
emerged as a beacon of hope, galvanizing global healthcare efforts.
With core pillars anchored in prevention, preparedness, and response to
health emergencies, this gathering honed in on critical priorities such
as battling antimicrobial resistance and fostering innovative solutions.
Discussions spanned a gamut of topics, from crisis prevention to equi-
table medical access, culminating in a spirited dialogue on harnessing
digital health technologies for inclusive coverage. This symphony of dis-
course underscores the harmonious blend of innovative strides and eq-
uitable healthcare distribution that the world direly needs. This narra-
tive seamlessly dovetails with India's burgeoning role as a global med-
ical hub. It echoes the nation's march towards healthcare excellence,
emblematic of the confluence of ideas and collaborative endeavors that
drive the nation forward. The G20 Deputies Meeting on August 17, fol-
lowed by the G20 Health Minister's Meeting on August 18-19, provides a
real-time echo of India's ascent, where dialogues and collaboration fuel
our ascent towards healthcare supremacy. The crowning achievement
of these global dialogues is the resounding affirmation that traditional
medicine is not just beneficial but an indispensable cornerstone of our
health systems. Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus' endorsement of tra-
ditional medicine is not an isolated sentiment. The world is awakening
to the wealth of knowledge and healing systems India has to offer. A
prime example is the establishment of a WHO Centre on Ayurveda in
Jamnagar, Gujarat. Traditional medicine systems, once confined to the
fringes, are now being embraced for their intrinsic value. In the broader
context, traditional medicine stands as a bulwark against the exploita-
tive tendencies of modern pharmaceutical industries. The COVID-19
pandemic laid bare the glaring profit-driven motives at the expense of
human welfare. In this era, where environmental harmony is para-
mount, traditional medicines present a holistic approach that fosters
the equilibrium between humanity and nature. Dr. Ghebreyesus' per-
sonal affinity towards traditional medicines amplifies their relevance
and potential. While India has been at the forefront of this movement,
it's worth noting that traditional medicine is not unique to our nation.
China's rich history in this realm stands as a testament. Western coun-
tries, often skeptical, have come to appreciate the efficacious nature of
traditional medicines. Regrettably, these alternative systems faced
smear campaigns that painted them as unscientific and antiquated. The
irony is that during the pandemic, these very systems exhibited their
mettle. Homeopathic medicine Ars Alb 30's efficacy in treating COVID-
19 is a glaring example. In India, despite these systems' ancient roots,
they've endured skepticism, even from within the medical community.
A broader perspective reveals that these systems possess unique
strengths overlooked by modern medicine. Their historical significance,
from the Ramayana to the Mahabharata, solidifies their role in human
well-being. The Charaka school of thought in Ayurveda, spearheaded by
Charaka himself, represents a holistic framework that transcends mere
medical treatment. It encapsulates health systems, medical jurispru-
dence, and organizational structures, reflecting traditional physicians
who embody healing and enlightenment.

Traditional Transformation

I n the annals of international diplomacy, chance encounters have
often held the potential to alter the course of nations' destinies.

The rendezvous between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Chinese
President Xi Jinping, on the fringes of the BRICS summit in
Johannesburg, was one such juncture. Yet, the ensuing volley of con-
flicting narratives regarding the origin of this engagement has some-
what dimmed the significance of this occasion. Ascertaining the true in-
stigator of this tête-à-tête became a diplomatic spectacle, with New
Delhi categorically refuting Beijing's assertion that it was India's call,
countering instead that China had requested this interaction – a plea
that now hangs in the balance. Regrettably, amidst the verbiage, a gold-
en opportunity for a meticulously structured discourse on the vexatious
border conundrum appears to have slipped through the cracks. Though
cloaked in language that resonated as 'candid and in-depth', the
Chinese statement alluded to President Xi's emphasis on the mutual ad-
vantage of ameliorating Sino-Indian relations. Therein lies a pivotal
clue; the undercurrent of their deliberation was not merely the tangling
borders but also the broader tapestry of their bilateral ties, interwoven
with shared interests and collective aspirations. China, in a customary
chorus, has sung the refrain of holistic bilateral harmony, beseeching
both sides to deftly navigate the treacherous terrain of the border issue,
thereby conjointly upholding the serenity of the region. On the flip side,
India's stance resounds with steadfastness. The unresolved conun-
drums etched along the Line of Actual Control in eastern Ladakh
formed the crux of Prime Minister Modi's appeal to President Xi.
Stressing the significance of undisturbed tranquillity in the borderlands,
Modi underscored that only through this gateway could the warp and
weft of India-China relations be rewoven into a normalized fabric. The
dichotomy in perspectives is apparent – China strives to isolate the bor-
der skirmish from the broader spectrum of their bilateral entangle-
ments, while India remains insistent that this thorny issue cannot be
dissected from the whole. As the calendar inches closer to President Xi's
much-anticipated presence at the forthcoming G20 summit in New
Delhi, a propitious moment emerges, beckoning both leaders to traverse
beyond happenstance interactions. It is incumbent upon them to con-
vene a formal tête-à-tête, rejuvenating a dialogue that holds the power
to chisel a new facet in their diplomatic ties. Although the past three
years have borne witness to no less than nineteen Corps Commander-
level dialogues between India and China, the necessity for a comprehen-
sive summit between the paramount leaders cannot be overemphasized.
The intricate dance of geopolitics necessitates personal diplomacy, al-
lowing nuances to be not just heard but also felt. President Xi's impend-
ing sojourn to India, his first in nearly four years, stands as an emblem of
this imperative juncture. This, however, is not a one-sided clarion call.
Even as India clamors for nuanced negotiations, China must transcend
the banalities of rhetoric. Genuine strides towards speedy disengage-
ment and de-escalation at the border are the demands of the hour, not
mere oratory niceties. It is only by translating dialogues into tangible ac-
tions that trust can be earnestly rebuilt. In the complex tapestry of
geopolitics, when leaders engage, they unravel new potential. The Modi-
Xi meeting in Johannesburg was a preamble, an overture to a symphony
that could define the destiny of two Asian giants. As the world watches,
it's not just about rhetoric; it's about transcending rhetoric into mean-
ingful diplomatic evolution. This juncture beckons – will it be seized
upon? The diplomatic stage awaits its protagonists.

Diplomatic Crossroads
Seizing the Moment Amidst Indo-Chinese Dynamics

For a Healthier World

ChatGPT and other language AIs are nothing without humans

Teamwork is not always the best 
way of working new study

TAHA YASSERI
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New launch

New Delhi: Union
Minister of State for
Communications
Devusinh Chauhan on
Friday launched the
indigenously devel-
oped cyber threat de-
tection and resolution
system Trinetra. It
has been launched on
the 40th Foundation
Day of C-DOT, an offi-
cial statement said.
Trinetra developed by
the Centre for
Development of
Telematics (C-DOT) is
a combination of mul-
tiple security systems
that provides round-
the-clock near real-
time actionable cyber
security status and de-
tection and resolution
of cyber threats.

Social security 
Mumbai: The coun-
try's largest lender
State Bank of India
introduced a facility
to allow customers to
enrol in social securi-
ty schemes by just fur-
nishing an Aadhaar
card. SBI Chairman
Dinesh Khara un-
veiled the new feature
-- which will be avail-
able at the bank's
Customer Service
Points (CSPs) -- that
aims to make the
process of enrolling in
various social securi-
ty schemes simpler.
Customers visiting
CSPs will need only
their Aadhaar cards
to enrol in schemes
such as Pradhan
Mantri Jeevan Jyoti
Bima Yojana, the
Pradhan Mantri
Suraksha Bima
Yojana, and the Atal
Pension Yojana, the
bank said in a state-
ment. Customers will
no longer need to
carry their passbooks
to the CSPs for such
purposes, it said.

Digital infra 

New Delhi: Adobe
CEO Shantanu
Narayen  said he is a
"massive fan" of digi-
tal infrastructure that
India has created.
Narayen lauded India
for its infrastructure,
skills, technology, in-
novation and entre-
preneurship. "I am a
massive fan of digital
infrastructure that
India has built...it is
infrastructure, it is
skills, technology, in-
novation and entre-
preneurship,"
Narayen told PTI.

New Delhi, Aug 26: 

Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Friday said India's eco-
nomic growth in the first
quarter of this fiscal
should be good and that
the government's priority
is to tame inflation, which
has touched a 15-month
high. Addressing business
leaders in the national
capital, she said that green
shoots of private capital
expenditure upcycle can
be palpably felt as the gov-
ernment's enhanced capi-
tal expenditure is now
crowding in private sector
investments.

While mentioning about
the key priorities of the
government, Sitharaman
also stressed that the focus
is on Aatmanirbhar

Bharat (self-reliant India)
but essential imports will
not be stopped. She also
emphasised on the need
for diversification of sup-
ply chains at the earliest to
avoid shocks. Noting that
India is the fastest grow-
ing major economy, she
said that in another few
days, the GDP numbers for
the first quarter of 2023-24
will be released. "As things

stand, nobody has a clue.
But everybody feels that
yes, the first quarter did go
on well, so the numbers
should be good,"
Sitharaman said while
speaking at he B20
Summit India 2023, being
organised by industry
body CII. The National
Statistical Office (NSO) is
scheduled to release the
Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) data for April-June
quarter on August 31. She
said there is a lot of inter-
est on what the US Federal
Reserve is going to say
from Jackson Hole. "All of
us are wondering how that
is going to come out be-
cause its spill over is also
something which we no-
tice," she said.

Investors are awaiting
cues on the US Federal

Reserve's monetary policy
from Chairman Jerome
Powell's speech at the
Jackson Hole Symposium
on Friday. According to
her, the key priority for
economic growth "is tam-
ing inflation" because per-
sistently high inflation
will weaken demand. "It's
basic economics. I'm not
saying anything new.
Equally, elevated interest
rates for considerable time
can come in the way of
economic recovery," the fi-
nance minister said and
added that the tendency to
use interest rates as the
only solution for dealing
with inflation has its own
downside. "And most
economies do have this
problem, because I think,
for want of a better word,
obsession with using in-

terest rate as the only tool
to deal with inflation and
not manage the supply
side factors will not give a
complete solution for infla-
tion. "Temporarily it can
give but sooner the supply
side issues can creep the
ugly heads up," she said.
Most of the central banks,
including the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI), have
raised interest rates to
tackle inflation following
the outbreak of Russia-
Ukraine war in February
last year that has also dis-
rupted global supply
chains. "... task for the cen-
tral banks therefore... par-
ticularly in today's context
is to keep in mind growth
and growth-related priori-
ties even as equally look-
ing at controlling infla-
tion," Sitharaman said.

Growth in June quarter should be
good; priority is to tame inflation: FM

New Delhi, Aug 26:  

There is "no silver bul-
let" for green transition in
hard-to-abate sectors, in-
cluding steel, Tata Steel
global CEO & MD T V
Narendran said on
Saturday, noting it's a com-
plex challenge and needs
government support. The
statement from the indus-
try leader comes amid
growing concerns across
economies over emissions,
and need to increase usage
of green energy. Steel is
the most commonly used
metal in the world and one
cannot do without steel.
Even for the transition,
steel will be needed
whether to hold solar pan-
els up, windmills, storage
and pipelines, he said ad-
dressing a session at B20
Summit India 2023. "You
need to find a solution and

there is no silver bullet for
that...India is alone going
to add 100-150 million
tonne steel capacity every
decade for the next few
decades you will have
these hard-to-abate sectors
growing, cement produc-
tion is twice the amount of
steel production globally
you need to find solutions
which are technical,
which don't get solved by
just finding another ener-
gy source," he said.

No ‘silver bullet’ for green
transition; govt support
needed: TV Narendran

New Delhi, Aug 26:  

The income tax depart-
ment on Saturday
launched a revamped
website with a user-
friendly interface, value-
added features, and new
modules. The newly re-
vamped website was
launched by the Central
Board of Direct Taxes
(CBDT) Chairman Nitin
Gupta at the 'Chintan
Shivir', organised by the
Directorate of Income
Tax (Systems), at Udaipur.
"In order to enhance tax-
payer experience and
keep pace with new tech-
nology, the Income Tax

Department has re-
vamped its National web-
site 'www.incometaxin-
dia.gov.in' with a user-
friendly interface, value-
added features, and new
modules," the CBDT said
in a statement. The re-
vamped website has been
redesigned with a mobile-
responsive layout. The
website also has a 'Mega
Menu' for content, with
new features, and func-
tionalities. For the con-
venience of the visitors to
the website, all these new
additions are explained
through a guided virtual
tour and new button indi-
cators.

New Delhi, Aug 26:  

At a session with
Chinese and US trade min-
isters, Union Minister
Piyush Goyal  said India
did not join China-led
RCEP as its trade deficit
would have widened and
New Delhi's "heart" is with
Washington, hinting at the
trade surplus with the US.
The Commerce and
Industry Minister's re-
marks at the B20 summit
in the national capital
while moderating the
'Trade Ministers' Session'
where Wang Shouwen,
Vice Minister in the
Ministry of Commerce of

China and US Trade
Representative Katherine
Tai were present. Goyal
asked Wang if Beijing re-
gretted that India chose
not to join the Regional
Comprehensive Economic
Partnership (RCEP). To
this, Wang said China and
India's trade relationship
has been growing very fast

and last year, the bilateral
trade reached USD 130 bil-
lion. "If there had been an
FTA agreement between
China and India, either bi-
laterally or in RCEP con-
text, the trade potential
(that) exists between our
two countries will be
much further tapped in to
the benefit of our two peo-
ples. So, it is your decision
to decide whether you will
join RCEP but the RCEP
door will be always open to
India," Wang said.
Responding to the com-
ment, Goyal said the bilat-
eral trade would have gone
up, but also the trade
deficit.

New Delhi, Aug 26: 

The government has imposed
a 20 per cent duty on the
export of parboiled rice, a
move aimed at maintaining
adequate local stock and
keep domestic prices under
check. The export duty,
imposed on August 25, will
remain effective till October
16, 2023, the Finance
Ministry said in a notifica-
tion. Duty exemption would
be available on parboiled
rice lying in customs ports
which have not been granted
LEO (let export order) and
are backed by valid LCs
(Letter of Credit) before
August 25, 2023. With these

curbs, India has now
imposed restrictions on all
varieties on non-basmati
rice. Non-basmati white rice
constitutes about 25 per cent
of the total rice exported
from the country. Last month,
the government banned
exports of non-basmati white
rice to boost domestic supply
and keep retail prices under
check during the upcoming
festive season. In September
last year, exports of broken
rice were prohibited. In the
April-June period of this fis-
cal, about 15.54 lakh tonnes
of non-basmati white rice
was exported against only
11.55 lakh tonnes in the year-
ago period. 

India's heart with US rather than
China-led trade pact RCEP, says Goyal

CBDT launches revamped
website of I-T department

Govt imposes 20 per cent
export duty on parboiled rice

New Delhi, Aug 26:  

Union Power Minister R
K Singh  said it is time to
alter the climate change
narrative and the per capi-
ta emissions must be made
the point of comparison for
countries. "India's per capi-
ta emissions are one-third
of the global average,
which is one of the lowest
in the world. "Despite that,
the developed countries
until recently had been put-

ting pressure on large
countries like India, to re-
duce emissions," Singh said
at an event here, according
to an official statement.
"Their (developed coun-

tries) per capita emissions
remained 3-4 times of the
global average. However,
the narrative was on total
emissions of each country,"
he said. The Union Power
and New and Renewable
Energy Minister also noted
that the narrative should
not be about total emis-
sions. "If we talk about total
emissions, the country
with minimum emissions
could be an island nation
with a small population,

even though they may be
consuming huge amounts
of energy and emitting
huge quantities of carbon
dioxide per person. "Hence,
the point of comparison
has to be per capita emis-
sions. This is the change in
discourse that is needed,"
he said. Singh said devel-
oped countries have
reached their peak of devel-
opment and so, their emis-
sions will either remain
static or come down.

R K Singh says per capita emission must
be point of comparison for nations

Mumbai, Aug 26: 

The Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) is likely to rely
on liquidity management to
tackle a spike in vegetable
prices which are more tem-
porary in nature, but it
could hike rates if cereal in-
flation begins to pick up, an-
alysts said. A day after the
release of the minutes of
the last meeting of the RBI's
rate-setting panel, foreign
brokerage HSBC, in a note,
said the central bank will

use liquidity management
tools as the first line of de-
fence as long as it sees food
price pressures arising from
just a few items like toma-
toes. According to the note,
if price pressures around
cereal inflation begin to pick
up further, then the RBI may
be forced to use rate action.
"We think as long as the RBI
sees food price pressures
arising from just a few items
(for instance, tomatoes), it is
likely to rely on liquidity
management as its first line

of defence. "Since vegetable
prices generally normalise
in about two months, and
oilseeds and pulses can be
imported, we do not see the
RBI using rate action to con-
trol the spill-over from these
items," it said. Domestic
brokerage Kotak
Institutional Equities said
the RBI meeting minutes
expressed caution on infla-
tion becoming more gener-
alised and that a rate hike
decision will be on pause for
a prolonged period.

RBI may hike rates in case cereal
inflation picks up: Analysts

New Delhi, Aug 25: 

PW (Physics Wallah), a
leading unicorn Ed-Tech
company, that has played a
pivotal role in democratiz-
ing education at scale in
India has announced the
launch of its PWNSAT 2023
(Physics Wallah National
Scholarship cum
Admission Test). The exam
will be conducted in both of-
fline and online mode and
will be open to students of
class 6 to 12, as well as drop-
pers, who are aspiring to
study for JEE or NEET.
This year, Physics Wallah is
offering scholarships worth
200 crores to students who
perform well in the PWN-
SAT exam. The exam will
be held on October 1st, 8th,

and 15th, 2023 in offline
mode and students can give
the exam from 1st October
to 15th October in online
mode. Registration for the
exam can be done through
the PW website, and app, or
at the nearest offline PW
center now until October
15th, 2023. The results of

the exam will be announced
on October 20th, 2023.
Students will also be able to
study at Vidyapeeth centers
from experienced faculty
members through these
scholarships. The
Vidyapeeth Centers are lo-
cated across the country
and offer a comprehensive

curriculum covering every-
thing students need to learn
for JEE/NEET, and Physics
Wallah consistently deliv-
ers exceptional results.

Ankit Gupta, CEO
Vidyapeeth Offline, PW
said, "The PWNSAT exam
is our way of giving back to
our robust student commu-
nity and helping more stu-
dents achieve their dreams
of studying engineering or
medicine. Last year, the
PWNSAT exam was a huge
success. The exam helped
more than 1.1 lakh students
and over 120 crores worth of
scholarships were distrib-
uted. We believe that every
student deserves access to
quality education, regard-
less of their financial back-
ground.”

Pune, Aug 26: 

Bajaj Finance Limited,
one of India’s leading and
diversified Non-Banking
Financial Company, and
part of Bajaj Finserv,
today said its Fixed
Deposits book had
crossed a milestone of Rs.
50,000 crore. Bajaj
Financehas half a million
depositors, with each de-
positor having placed 2.87
deposits, totalling 1.4 mil-
lion deposits. Bajaj
Finance has the highest
credit rating of
AAA/Stable for its long-

term debt programme
from CRISIL, ICRA,
CARE and India Ratings,
A1+ for its short-term
debt programme from
CRISIL, ICRA and India
Ratings, and AAA
(Stable) for its fixed de-
posits programme from
CRISIL and ICRA. Sachin
Sikka, Executive Vice
President - Fixed Deposits
& Investments, Bajaj
Finance, said,"We have fo-
cused on offering long-
term savings solutions for
our customers at attrac-
tive interest rates. The
rapid growth of our Fixed

Deposits portfolio, which
increased twice over in
the last two years, is re-
flective of customer trust
in the Bajaj Finserv
brand, the ease of book-
ing Fixed Deposits digi-
tally and our country-
wide presence.” Bajaj
Finance offers among the
highest interest rates on
FDs for a tenor of 44
months, at 8.60% for sen-
ior citizens and 8.35% for
others. Over 10 years, the
company has grown its
deposit book at a CAGR of
60% and depositor count
at a CAGR of 49%.

Bajaj Finance Fixed Deposits
cross Rs 50,000 crore

Physics Wallah announces 200 crore scholarships for students
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Kawardha, Aug 26: In a
significant development,
Raja Khadgaraj Singh, hail-
ing from the Riyasat of S-
Lohara, has formally joined
the Aam Aadmi Party.
Renowned for his previous
role as the chairman of the
Nagar Panchayat S-Lohara,
Raja Khadgaraj Singh's
popularity extends
throughout the region.

The momentous occasion
took place on August 26,
when he took his official
membership in the Aam
Aadmi Party in the pres-
ence of the esteemed Chief
Minister of Delhi, Arvind
Kejriwal.

According to an official
press release, Raja
Khadgaraj Singh of S-
Lohara Riyasat has been a
steadfast advocate for the le-
gitimate rights and privi-
leges of marginalized com-

munities, including the im-
poverished, extremely
backward classes, and in-
digenous populations who
have long been deprived of
their rightful entitlements
and consistently oppressed.

Notably, the Aam Aadmi
Party recently introduced a
groundbreaking Guarantee
Card tailored for the state of
Chhattisgarh, which has
gained traction due to its
positive impact on the pub-
lic. Aligned with the ideolo-

gies and strategies of the
Aam Aadmi Party, Raja
Khadgaraj Singh made his
entry into the party on
August 26, alongside Chief
Minister Kejriwal.

Adding to the signifi-
cance of this development,
Raja Khadgaraj Singh's
wife, Rani Aakanksha Devi
Singh, has been a dedicated
member of the Aam Aadmi
Party, holding the esteemed
position of Senior State
Vice President. In her ca-

pacity, she has consistently
displayed unwavering com-
mitment by actively engag-
ing in widespread public
outreach to address the is-
sues faced by ordinary citi-
zens.

Observing their dynamic
engagement, it is becoming
increasingly evident that
the Aam Aadmi Party is
gearing up to make a robust
entry into the electoral
arena of the upcoming
Vidhan Sabha elections,
particularly in the
Kavardha Vidhan Sabha
constituency.

This foreshadows the pos-
sibility of a three-way con-
test among the prominent
parties. Raja Khadgaraj
Singh's induction into the
Aam Aadmi Party has
evoked widespread enthusi-
asm among the populace,
serving as a harbinger of
positive prospects for the
party in the times to come.

Central Chronicle News

Pandaria, Aug 26: The
Swami Atmanand
Vidyalaya Ground wit-
nessed a three-day extrav-
aganza of sportsmanship
and talent as the
Chhattisgarhiya Olympics
unfolded from August 22 to
August 24, under the aus-
pices of the Chhattisgarh
Government's Department
of Sports and Youth
Welfare. The event marked
a grand showcase of ath-
letic prowess, cama-
raderie, and healthy com-
petition.

The inauguration of the
event was marked by a
spirited participation of
various age groups in an
array of traditional
games. Gilli Danda,
Baura, Pittul, Godi Daud,

Banti Kancha, Bils, Long
Jump, and the 100m Race
were featured on the
event's opening day.

On the second day, the
spotlight shone on
Kabbadi and Kho-Kho
competitions. A total of
1594 enthusiastic partici-
pants from various Gram
Panchayats in the block
took part, guided by the
leadership of the
Pandaria Janpad
Panchayat CEO.

In the Kho-Kho catego-

ry, players from the Padi
zone secured the coveted
first position across all
age groups, while the
Ghutarkundi zone
claimed a commendable
second position. In
Kabaddi, the Padi and
Pandaria zones emerged
as dominant forces, show-
casing their prowess.

The tournament wit-
nessed triumphs in multi-
ple categories. Kamthi
and Ghutarkundi zones
triumphed in Gilli Danda,

while Bhagatpur and
Mohgaon zones excelled
in Pittul. The Pandaria
zone exhibited exception-
al performance in Rope
Skipping. Notably, Payal
Kukadur triumphed in
Fugdi, Kajal Mahli in
Billas, Savitri Kamthi and
Parvati Kunda in Rope
Skipping, and Danveer
Bhagatpur along with
Chaitram Ghutarkundi
claimed victory in the
100m race.

The outstanding
achievements were cele-
brated with the presenta-
tion of shield mementos
to the victorious athletes.
Moreover, those securing
the first position have se-
cured their place in the
district-level competi-
tions, a testament to their
remarkable skills.

Central Chronicle News

GGoouurreellaa  PPeennddrraa  MMaarrwwaahhii,,  AAuugg
2266:: Uttam Vasudev, the newly
appointed President of District
Congress Committee, District
Gorela Pendra Marwani, has
been on the edge since his ap-
pointment. As soon as he as-
sumed the chair of the District
Congress President, he took
frequent meetings of all the
subsidiary organizations of the
Congress.

Uttam Vasudev has given
new life to the District
Congress which was divided
into several factions till now
and was lying almost dormant.
Vasudev interacted with the
office bearers of Congress and
Congress's subsidiary organi-
zations Front Cell and front or-
ganization workers like INTUC

District Cell, Backward Class
Cell, Minorities, Kisan
Congress, Scheduled Castes,
SC Cell, Scheduled Tribe ST
Cell, Jhuggi Jhopri Cell,
Organized Workers Cell, Legal
Cell, Business Cell, IT Cell and
District Presidents of Social
Media had given necessary
meeting with their office bear-
ers and gave them detailed
guidelines to complete, Youth
Congress's campaign Bhupesh
hai to bharosa hai. 

He also took necessary

meeting of District Seva Dal,
Youth Congress, Mahila
Congress as well as District
Presidents of NSUI and their
Executive Committee and
recharged them. In the meet-
ing, the newly appointed
President of District Congress,
Uttam Vasudev asked the of-
fice bearers of all Congress or-
ganizations to work dedicated-
ly for the Congress organiza-
tion, to take Bhupesh Baghel's
schemes door-to-door and to
spread their propaganda. 

Central Chronicle News

Mahasamund, August 26:
In a significant develop-
ment in the healthcare sec-
tor of Mahasamund dis-
trict, the district hospital
has introduced a state-of-
the-art dialysis facility.

This progressive move
has brought about a posi-
tive change for kidney dis-
ease patients who can now
access free dialysis servic-
es right at the district hos-
pital premises, eliminat-
ing the need to travel to
major cities for treatment.

Not only has this step
improved healthcare ac-
cessibility, but it has also
resulted in substantial sav-
ings of efforts, expenses,

and time for patients hail-
ing from remote areas of
the district.

Operated under the
'Jeevan Dhara' initiative of

the Prime Minister's
National Dialysis
Program, the district hos-
pital in Mahasamund has
set up a dedicated unit to

provide free dialysis serv-
ices to economically disad-
vantaged patients. This
compassionate effort has
offered a glimmer of hope
and relief to individuals
grappling with kidney ail-
ments.

Dr. P. Kudeshia, Chief
Medical and Health
Officer, elucidated that
this scheme is designed to
directly serve dialysis pa-
tients by offering them
free dialysis services with-
in the district hospital.

Consequently, patients
no longer need to depend
on private hospitals for
these critical treatments.
Since its inception, over
150 patients suffering
from kidney diseases have
already benefited from
this groundbreaking ini-
tiative.

The dialysis unit at the

district hospital operates
round the clock in three
shifts, housing 10 beds, 4
advanced dialysis ma-
chines, and 2 skilled tech-
nicians who administer
the treatment. The overar-
ching objective of this ini-
tiative is to provide hassle-
free and accessible dialy-
sis services to patients,
thus contributing to their
holistic recovery.

To ensure the wide-
spread awareness of this
free dialysis scheme, the
Chief Medical and Health
Officer has taken a proac-
tive approach. The Haat-
Bazaar Clinic team, func-
tioning under the Chief
Minister's Clinic Scheme,
is actively involved in
spreading information
about the initiative
through informative cam-
paigns and radio jingles.

Collector emphasises 
accountability in 
electoral tasks

Central Chronicle News

Bijapur, Aug 26: As part
of the ongoing special
camp aimed at revising eli-
gibility criteria until
October 1, 2023, a slew of ir-
regularities have come to
light in the electoral
process. Collector Rajendra
Kumar Katare, who also
serves as the District
Election Officer for
Bijapur, has taken a stern
stance against these lapses
and has issued strict direc-
tives to ensure proper con-
duct during the upcoming
elections.

Issues ranging from
claim objections in polling
centers, the absence of
identification symbols for

disabled voters, to claim
disputes by Tehsil booth-
level officers and unautho-
rized officials due to slug-
gish progress in forms 6, 7,
and 8, have prompted
Katare to express disap-
pointment. In addition, the
oversight in marking dis-
abled voters has further fu-
eled his concerns.

During his inspection of
the ongoing activities,
Katare exhibited a sense of
dissatisfaction and disap-
proval towards these short-
comings. In response, he
has initiated notices, invok-
ing the provisions of the
Chhattisgarh Civil
Conduct Rules of 1965,
specifically Rule 03. This
stringent approach is also
aligned with the measures
stipulated under the
Representation of the
People Act of 1950 and 1951.

Manendragarh, Aug 26:
The resolute chime of the
bell, symbolizing unwa-
vering determination, con-
tinues to reverberate as
the demand for the state
government to release 50
percent funds allocated for
the Chirmiri-Nagpur new
rail line expansion per-
sists.

Advocate Vijay Prakash
Patel, a former member of
the Divisional Railway
Users' Consultative
Committee, leads the
steadfast Satyagraha,
marking its three-year
milestone on August 25.
The protest centers
around the crucial exten-
sion of the Chirmiri-
Nagpur Halt New Rail
Line, intended to enhance
connectivity and ease of
travel for the region.

The project envi-
sions connecting
the Ambikapur
Rail Section to the
C h i r m i r i -
Manendragarh rail
segment, a move
set to transform
passenger train op-
erations. At 5 PM
each day, amidst
the gaze of the
Chief Minister's
portrait at
Manendragarh's
new district head-
quarters, the clang
of the bell stands
as an enduring tes-
tament to the persistence
of this movement.

Patel's dedication harks
back to his tenure as a
Committee member near-
ly two decades ago, where
he established ongoing

communication with
Central Government and
Railway Ministry officials.

When the Modi govern-
ment assumed power,
Patel orchestrated three
surveys, confirming the

potential benefits of the
project, not just for region-
al divisions but for the en-
tire coal belt, including im-
proved livelihoods, com-
merce, employment, and
overall prosperity.

A significant
breakthrough oc-
curred in 2018
when Rs. 241.50
crore was allocated
in the Central Rail
Budget, culminat-
ing from meticu-
lous evaluation.
Agreements were
inked between then
Railway Minister
Piyush Goyal and
f o r m e r
Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Dr.
Raman Singh,
promising initia-
tion and comple-

tion within two years.
Despite continuous

Central Government
funds over the past 3-4
years under the Congress
party's tenure, the state's
share release remains

pending, casting uncer-
tainty over the project's
fate.

In response, Patel initi-
ated the Satyagraha on
August 25, 2020, unwaver-
ing in his commitment
until funds flow and the
project commences.
Supported by meetings
with the Chief Minister
and proposed Legislative
Assembly resolutions, the
movement stands unwa-
vering.

As Vidhan Sabha
Speaker Dr. Charandas
Mahant joins the chorus,
the message is clear: until
the funds materialize, and
the project gains momen-
tum, the chime of
Satyagraha will endure,
echoing the aspirations of
a region for improved con-
nectivity and progress.

Goswami Tulsidas 
Jayanti celebrated in
Ramjanaki temple

Central Chronicle News

Birkoni, Aug 26:
Tulsidas Jayanti was cele-
brated with faith and devo-
tion in the Ramjanaki tem-
ple located in village
Birkoni. Temple Acharya
L a k s h m i n a r a y a n
Vaishnav told that on
Tulsidas Jayanti,the chil-

dren listened to Manas
recitation and throwing
light on the life of
Goswami Tulsidas, he said
that Tulsidas not only sat-
isfied his own life through
devotion to Ram, but also
tried to tie everyone to the
ideals of Shri Ram.

Goswami Tulsidas com-
posed Ram Katha in folk

language considering
Valmiki's Ramayana as
the basis. Tulsidas, the cre-
ator of Tulsidas
Ramcharit Manas, whose
name emerges as soon as
his name is mentioned,
Tulsidas, who attained the
same wonderful form, is
respected and revered by
all, he said.

SECR players outshine in 88th All India
Railway Athletics Championship

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Aug 26: In the
88th All India Inter
Railway Athletics
Championship 2023 held
at Modern Coach Factory,
Rae Bareli, players of
South East Central
Railway, Bilaspur Pooja,
Munni Devi, Raj Mishra,
and Harish performed
brilliantly.

Pooja, working as
TCCC in Bilaspur
Division's Commercial
Department, has brought
laurels to Bilaspur and
South East Central
Railway by winning gold
medal in 800 meters
women's category in this
prestigious national level
competition.

In the 5000 meter race,
Munni Devi won the silver

medal by securing the sec-
ond position in the
women's category. This is
the result of their hard
work and constant prac-
tice. Continuing this se-
quence, Prince Raj Mishra,
posted as CCTC in the com-
mercial department of
Bilaspur, won the silver
medal in the hurdles.

The performance of
these players on the third
and final day of the three-
day 88th All India
Railway Athletics
Championship-2023 com-
petition organized by the
Modern Coach Factory,
Rae Bareilly will prove to
be very inspiring for
other players of South

East Central Railway.
The players of South

East Central Railway won
a total of 13 medals, in
which gold 04, silver 07
and bronze medal 02. This
number of medals is very
encouraging, but at the
same time, the responsi-
bility of performing even
better in the future rests

with these players.
Sports and sportsper-

sons have always been en-
couraged by Indian
Railways as well as South
East Central Railway. As a
result of this, these play-
ers have brought laurels
to the country as well as
the South East Central
Railway. Along with this,
other players of South
Eastern Railway have
also left their mark in var-
ious national and interna-
tional competitions.

South East Central
Railway player Ravi has
been congratulated by the
General Manager, South
East Central Railway and
officials for his excellent
performance and achieve-
ment and encouraged for
better performance in fu-
ture.

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  RAIPUR,  SUNDAY,  AUGUST  27,  2023

Issues instructions
to ensure efficiency

Bringing relief to 
kidney patients
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Bengaluru, Aug 26:

Former India opener
Virender Sehwag predict-
ed that current Team
India skipper Rohit
Sharma will finish ICC
Men's Cricket World Cup
2023 as the leading run-
getter. India will meet
Australia to begin their
Cricket World Cup cam-
paign in Chennai on
October 8.

Sehwag highlighted
that openers will have
many opportunities to
shine during the next ODI
World Cup because of the
batting-friendly circum-
stances in India.

In a video posted to the
ICC's Instagram account,
Sehwag was asked to
guess who would score
the most runs at the 2023
World Cup. He selected
Rohit and said, "India has
got good wickets, so I
think openers will get
good opportunities. If I
want to pick one, I think
Rohit Sharma. There are
a couple of names, but I
am Indian and I should
pick an Indian, so Rohit

Sharma."
Sehwag praised the

Indian opener and stated
that the World Cup fre-
quently brought out his
best.

“When the World Cup
comes, his energy level,
his performance goes up.
So, I am sure (he will do
well). And this time, he’s
the captain also. I am sure
that he will make a differ-
ence and will score lots of
runs,” Sehwag added.

The 2019 ODI World Cup
was played in England,
and Rohit scored the most
runs overall. In nine
games, he scored 648 runs
at an average of 81, in-
cluding up to five hun-
dreds.

In 244 ODI appearances
overall, the 36-year-old
has scored 9837 runs at an
average of 48.69, with 30
hundred and 48 half-cen-
turies.

This year, Rohit has
played well in all game
formats. Rohit has ap-
peared in 16 games across
all formats of the game
this year, scoring 923 runs
at an average of 48.57.

Rohit Sharma might crush
records in World Cup 2023

New Delhi, Aug 26 (PTI):

Virat Kohli would be the perfect
answer for India's No.4 conun-
drum at the World Cup as he can
put the innings together and
play any kind of role in the mid-
dle order, feels South Africa
great AB de Villiers.
India have struggled to find a
suitable No.4 ever since Yuvraj
Singh retired from cricket. With
the 50-over World Cup less than
two months away, there has
been a lot of discussion around
who will bat at the spot. "We're
still talking about who will be
the No. 4 batter for India. I've
heard some rumours about Virat

possibly taking up that position.
I would be a big supporter of
that," de Villiers said on his
Youtube channel. "I think Virat is
perfect for No. 4. He can put the
innings together, play any kind
of role in that middle order. I
don't know if he would like to do
that. "We know he loves his No.
3 position; he's scored all his
runs there, but at the end of the
day, if the team needs you to do
something, play a certain role,
you have got to put your hand
up and got for it," de Villiers
added. While Kohli prefers to
bat one down, he has a decent
record coming in at No. 4.
In 39 innings, he has scored

1,767 runs at an average of
55.21 and strike rate of 90.66.
However, it has been over three
years since Kohli batted in the
No. 4 position in January 2020
when he played against
Australia in Mumbai.
Both Shreyas Iyer and KL Rahul
have recovered from their
injuries and are a part of the 17-
member Asia Cup squad. Iyer
has done 20 matches at No. 4,
scoring 805 runs at 47.35 with
two centuries and five fifties. He
is most likely to reclaim the
spot. Earlier this week, skipper
Rohit Sharma stressed on the
need to have flexibility in the
batting order.

Virat Kohli is perfect for
No. 4 spot: AB de Villiers

Bengaluru, Aug 26 (PTI): 
The second season of the
Grand Prix Badminton League
(GPBL) on Saturday was post-
poned indefinitely after sever-
al players pulled out of the
event, said League
Commissioner Prasanth Reddy
here. Reddy said the players
were forced to withdraw from
the GPBL, which was sched-
uled to begin on Sunday, after
the Badminton Association of
India (BAI) did not give neces-
sary permission to run the
league. "Our attempts to
reach out to BAI thus far have
proved futile. We will keep
making efforts to reach out to
them and find a way to work
together. Though it is a big
blow at the moment, GPBL
Season 2 is only postponed for
the moment, and will be back
bigger and grander soon," said
Reddy during a press meet.
The Division Bench of
Karnataka High Court had
given a go-ahead for the GPBL
on Friday. However, citing a
Supreme Court order dated
August 22, the BAI through a
circular issued late on Friday
night stressed that players,
coaching and technical staff
should not be a part of any
unauthorized tournaments or
leagues. 

Kolkata, Aug 26 (PTI):

The Asian Games-
bound Indian men's chess
team, which includes
World Cup silver medal-
list GM Rameshbabu
Praggnanandhaa along
with three other quarter-
finalists, will undergo a
four-day tactical camp
here from August 30.

Grandmsters Vidit
Gujarathi, Arjun Erigaisi
and R Gukesh, along with
veteran Pentala
Harikrishna as the other

member are part of the
Hangzhou-bound men's
squad.

The team is led by head
coach legendary GM Boris
Gelfand and includes
coach Srinath Narayanan,
assistant coaches Vaibhav
Suri and Arjun Kalyan.

The women's coaching
camp is currently under-
way till Tuesday and has
Koneru Humpy, Harika
Dronavalli, Vaishali
Rameshbabu, Vantika
Agrawal and Savitha Shri
B as the participants.

"AICF's commitment is
etched in unwavering sup-
port and cutting-edge fa-
cilities for our players,"
AICF president Sanjay
Kapoor stated in a release.

"This coaching camp
stands as a testament to
that commitment, provid-
ing an immersive experi-
ence that delves deep into
strategy and finesse, en-
riching players' abilities
in anticipation of the
Asian Games scheduled in
Hangzhou."

The camp will be held
on the sidelines of the
fifth edition of Tata Steel
Chess India rapid and
blitz tournament slated
here from August 31-
September 9.

All the members of the
Asian Games-bound
Indian squad will compete
in the tournament which
will also see participation
from former World Blitz
champion Maxime
Vachier-Lagrave and
reigning World Champion
Wenjun Ju.

Mumbai, Aug 26 (PTI):

Tennis legends Leander
Paes and Mahesh Bhupathi
are not in favour of more
Indians choosing doubles
over singles, saying the
highest accolades in the
sport go to individual per-
formers.

"No, why would we do
that?" Bhupathi told PTI
when asked if Indians
should focus more on dou-
bles.

"We have not had a quar-
terfinalist in a Grand Slam
of the singles since Ramesh
Krishnan (in mid-1980s). I
think that is where we
should focus," he said,
adding, "The bar has been
set very high by us (in dou-
bles). If you are going to try
and beat that, it is going to
take a few decades."

"You have got to look at
all different disciplines on
its own, whether it is sin-
gles or doubles or mixed
doubles -- it is all a part of
tennis. (But) focussing on
singles is the way to go be-

cause that is where the
highest accolades are,"
added Paes on the sidelines
of an US Polo Association
event here on Friday.

Paes highlighted the rise
of this year's Wimbledon
champion, Spain's Carlos
Alcaraz who also became
the world No. 1 in a rapid
ascend at the age of 20 even
as Indian players are forced
to deal with basic issues.

"When you look at
preparing youngsters for
that (singles), it is very
hard. You look at the
Alcarazes of the world -- he
is 20-years-old right now
and he is already the No. 1.

Our kids at 18-19 are still
trying to come out of the
juniors (level) to decide
whether they are going to
go to college or going pro --
it is a different world," the
tennis legend with a total of
18 grand slam titles in
men's doubles and mixed
doubles said. Paes said the
country will have to be real-
istic with its aspirations.

"That is where realism
has to come in to see the
level of support, the level of
encouragement, the level of
training and the level of
dollars that is invested in to
nurture talent. It is all rela-
tive," he said.

Praggnanandhaa, Gukesh in Kolkata
Asian Games camp from Aug 30

Focussing on singles way to go for
Indian players: Paes and Bhupathi

Budapest, Aug 26 (AP):

Jamaica's Shericka
Jackson edged a bit closer to
breaking a world record that
has sat in the books for a
generation. While it didn't
happen Friday, there's a
sense it might happen soon.

Jackson defended her
world title at 200 meters in
21.41 seconds, a scant .07 off
the mark Florence Griffith-
Joyner set at the Seoul
Olympics in 1988.

Until two years ago, no
other woman had cracked
21.6, so when somebody
asked Jackson if she was
disappointed not to break
Flo-Jo's mark, she scoffed.

"For me to run 21.41 and
you ask me if I'm disap-
pointed definitely not,"
Jackson said. "It's a personal
best. So I am just grateful."

The victory came four
nights after Jackson fin-
ished second in the 100. That
one was nice, she said, "but
the 200 is my baby."Her 21.41

goes next to the 21.45 she ran
to win worlds last year in
Eugene, Oregon. She and
Jamaican teammate Elaine
Thompson-Herah are the
only women other than Flo-
Jo to run under 21.6, though
American Gabby Thomas
has a 21.6 on her resume.

Jackson beat Thomas by
.4 seconds in this one, while
Thompson-Herah, slowed
by injuries this year, was not
in the race.

"When I crossed the line
and I saw the time, I was
like, I'm close, I'm close,'"
Jackson said about the
record.

Jamaica’s Shericka
Jackson edges ever closer

to Flo-Jo’s record in 200

Budapest, Aug 26 (AP):

Yulimar Rojas had an
animated pep talk with
herself before her final
jump and with her rhythm
uncharacteristically off.

More than anything, it
was a reminder: She was
Yulimar Rojas.

That sank in and the
Venezuelan triple jumper
instantly turned into the
version of herself who
wins everything in sight.

Rojas jumped 15.08 me-
ters (49 feet, 5 3/4 inches)
on her sixth and final at-
tempt Friday night to rally
for her fourth straight title
at world championships.
Add in her Olympic gold
medal at the Tokyo Games
and that makes her 5 for 5
in major meets since 2017.

"I didn't try to find words
but rather think of all
those times where I did re-
ally well," Rojas said
through a translator of her
final jump. "It was very dif-
ficult. The fact that I won
the competition with my
last attempt makes it very
special and memorable."

Maryna Bekh-
Romanchuk finished run-
ner-up to earn the first
medal for Ukraine in
Budapest. Bekh-
Romanchuk was in the
lead most of the night
courtesy of a big opening

jump of 15 meters (49-2
1/2). Leyanis Perez
Hernandez of Cuba took
bronze.

"I knew if someone
could change the result at
the last minute it would be
Yulimar Rojas," Perez
Hernandez said. "I was ex-
pecting my position to
change, but even with this
medal I am not satisfied
with my performance. ... I
have some bitter feelings,
but I am proud that I can
take a medal home and put
it around my mother's
neck." For Bekh-

Romanchuk, the silver
medal represented some-
thing much bigger than
herself. "It's for my coun-
try," she said.

Bekh-Romanchuk has
been living and training in
Germany since Russia in-
vaded Ukraine in
February 2022, one of more
than a million Ukrainians
that have settled there
since the war began.

"The last months for me
have been really difficult
because I feel some depres-
sion, because I'm always
alone: just stadium and

apartment," Bekh-
Romanchuk explained.

This medal, she said, ful-
filled "all the really hard
work I did." "Maybe people
saw my calm, focused and
confident face, but believe
me, nobody knows what I
felt deep inside," Bekh-
Romanchuk added. "You
cannot imagine how many
people helped me to step on
the podium tonight."

The 27-year-old Rojas is
as close to automatic these
days as Jamaican sprinter
Usain Bolt was in his hey-
day.

Venezuelan triple jumper Yulimar Rojas earns
4th straight world title on final attempt

New Delhi, Aug 26 (PTI):

Former captain and star
striker Bala Devi returned
to the Indian women's foot-
ball team after a hiatus of
four years as the 22-mem-
ber national squad for the
upcoming Asian Games
2023 was announced here
on Friday.

Bala Devi last played for
India in the South Asian
Games in Kathmandu in
2019.

The inclusion of Bala
Devi will add a definite
edge to this Indian team
while entering the Asian
Games 2023 to be played in
Hangzhou, China.

Bala Devi carries with
her rich experience of
playing at the internation-
al level for India since
2005.

The elite striker has so

far netted 36 goals for
India from just 46 matches.

Bala Devi's scoring
prowess had earned her
an 18-month contract with
Scottish Women's Premier
League club Rangers in
2020.

She played 9 matches for
Rangers and scored 2
goals, thus becoming the
first Indian woman to play
and score for a profession-
al club in Europe.

Her first goal in the
Scottish league came dur-
ing Ranger's 9-0 drubbing
of Motherwell on
December 6, 2020.

However, an ACL
(Anterior Cruciate
Ligament) injury and the
surgery that followed cut
short her time at Rangers,
and she had to enter an ex-
tensive rehabilitation
process.

Talismanic Bala Devi
returns as India announce
women’s football squad

Asian Games 2023

Copenhagen, Aug 26 (PTI):

Indian shuttler
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy
admitted the he and his
men's doubles partner
Chirag Shetty lacked in
their execution during the
quarterfinal loss at the
World Championships but
said the fact that they still
managed to make it a close
affair shows their "champi-
on mentality".

Satwiksairaj and Chirag
missed out on a second
World Championships
medal after suffering a
shocking loss to Kim Astrup
and Anders Skaarup
Rasmussen of Denmark in
the men's doubles quarterfi-
nals on Friday. The world
number two Indian pair,
which had claimed a maid-
en bronze in the last edition,
couldn't produce an attack-
ing game and went down 18-
12 19-21 to the 11th seeded

Danish combination, the
2021 bronze winners, in a 48-
minute battle. "I think the
execution was wrong, we
played bad but still we were
close. We were not comfort-
able in the match still we
were 21-18 21-19, that is
champion mentality,"
Satwik said after the match.
Chirag found the going
tough, while Satwik tried to
keep India in the match but
defense lapses cost them the
match. The duo had levelled
the scores at 15-15 after los-
ing the opening game but
fell short as the Danes
proved just too good on the
day. "Didn't get any rhythm
today, I wasn't playing at my
level, I could have played
better. It happens, it is
sports, sometimes you can't
play at the level that you
want to, but it is a stepping
stone, I hope to learn from
this defeat and come back,"
Chirag said.

Our execution was wrong,
says Satwiksairaj after World

Championship exit

Gand Prix
Badminton

League Season 2
postponed
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Chandigarh, Aug 26 (PTI): 

Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann on
Saturday lashed out at
Governor Banwarilal
Purohit for “threatening”
to impose President’s rule
in the state and asked why
his counterparts were
“silent” on the law and
order situation in BJP-
ruled states.

Mann said the “select-
ed” governor does not
have any moral authority
to “threaten” elected rep-
resentatives of the people
and asserted that he is
“not going to bow down”.

Addressing a press con-
ference, the chief minister
alleged that the governors
are acting as “puppets” of
the Union government to
create hindrances in the
functioning of non-BJP
governments in states like
Delhi, West Bengal, Kerala
and Tamil Nadu and said
such things don’t augur
well for the country’s fed-
eral structure.

“Punjab is most affected
in the past due to (Article)
356. So, don’t rub salts on
our wounds... Governor
Sahab, don’t try to test the
patience and emotions of
the Punjabis,” Mann said.

The governor has been

accusing Mann of not re-
sponding to the letters
sent to him in defiance of
his authority. Purohit had
on Friday warned the
Mann government that he
could recommend
President’s rule in the
state and also launch crim-
inal proceedings if his let-
ters were not answered.

Mann said on Saturday
that the governor wrote 16
letters, of which replies
have been given to nine
and the rest are being fol-
lowed up. He said replies
for the remaining letters
are being readied and will
be given in the coming
week as in some cases de-
tailed information has to
be gathered which takes
time.

At the same time, the
chief minister alleged the
letters from the governor
reek of “hunger for
power”.

Taking potshots, he said
Purohit may be feeling
‘’politically irrelevant’’
and now he can become
BJP’s chief ministerial
face for poll-bound
Rajasthan, from where he
originally hails, and take
power there so that he can
freely give orders.

He asserted that that
“threats” like the imposi-

tion of the President’s rule
won’t scare him and the
Punjabis.

“The threat which the
governor gave to the peo-
ple of Punjab, peace-lov-
ing people of the state, I
will call it a threat of im-
position of the President’s
rule,” Mann said at the
press conference, decrying
the governor’s “unconsti-
tutional” remarks.

Mann said that while
his government had been
taking proactive steps to
tackle the scourge of
drugs, confiscating and
raiding properties of
smugglers, and going after
gangsters with the forma-
tion of an Anti-Gangster
Task Force, the governor
claims law and order in
the state is not good.

“I want to ask Governor

Sahab, has the Haryana
Governor issued any no-
tice to Haryana Chief
Minister Khattar regard-
ing what happened in
Nuh, communal clashes
and violence that took
place there and curfew
had to be imposed? Did the
Haryana governor write
any letter to Khattar? No,
because their government
is also ruling at the
Centre,” he said.

He said the Punjab gov-
ernor was concerned
about law and order in
Punjab, but never gave a
statement on Manipur
which is reeling from eth-
nic violence. “Is the
Constitution not applica-
ble in Manipur?”

In Uttar Pradesh, a mur-
der takes place in front of
journalists, “But will the
UP Governor dare issue
any letter to Yogi
Adityanath questioning
law and order” asked the
CM, apparently referring
to the brazen gunning
down of mafia-turned-
politician Atiq Ahmed in
April this year.

Most people would not
know of their governors’
names, except those in
Punjab, Delhi, Karnataka,
Kerala, Tamil Nadu, and
Telangana, because they

all are ruled by the non-
BJP governments, Mann
claimed.

Mann said that six bills,
two of which are from the
tenure of the previous gov-
ernment led by
Amarinder Singh, are still
awaiting the governor’s as-
sent and added that while
Purohit expects a reply to
be given immediately to
his letters, he keeps sitting
on the bills on the grounds
that he is seeking legal ad-
vice.

Questioning the conduct
of governors in non-BJP
ruled states, Mann said
that the Telangana govern-
ment had to move the apex
court against delays by the
governor in giving his as-
sent to the bills passed by
the assembly.

“We (AAP govt in
Punjab) are an elected gov-
ernment with 92 MLAs.
The Election Commission
held polls as per the
Constitution. We pass
agenda in cabinet and
then bills are introduced,
but they get stuck for want
of governor’s assent,” he
said. Mann cited invest-
ments in the state during
AAP’s tenure, saying this
would not have been possi-
ble if law and order was
not good.

‘Won’t bow down to governor’s threat’

Bhagwant Mann

AWARENESS CAMPAIGN

Junior doctors during an awareness campaign for eye donation, in Nagpur, Saturday.

New Delhi, Aug 26 (PTI): 

Highlighting recipes
passed down from genera-
tions, a new food pop-up
serves traditional home-
style Goan cuisine to food
enthusiasts here in the
capital.

The three-day culinary
sojourn, currently under-
way here at The Lodhi in
collaboration with Avo’s
Kitchen, Goa, “weaves to-
gether the threads of tra-
dition and authenticity,
taking you on a journey
through the heirloom her-
itage of the Goa region”.

Be it popular favourites
like the ‘Local tavern style
prawns’ or ‘Mushroom
dangar cutlets’, the menu

celebrates Goa’s quintes-
sential flavours, infusing
them with an elevated epi-
curean finesse.

“The food philosophy is
simple: serving homestyle
Goan cuisine with a love
that brings back memories
of sitting at your grand-
mother’s table, highlight-
ing recipes passed down
from generation to genera-
tion. “The cuisine of Goa
is mostly dominated by
seafood which includes
kingfish,Chonak ( sea
Perch), pomfret, prawns
and mackerel. Goa was a
Portuguese colony prior to
1961, and hence, the
Portuguese influenced
most of our food.,” said
Chef Vidhya Naik from

Avo’s Kitchen, Goa.
The main course is filled

with exotoc Goan curries
including ‘Frango A
Cafreal’, a delightful fu-
sion introduced by
Portuguese and African
soldiers, and ‘Ambadyachi
Uddamethi’, a festive
preparation with urad dal,
methi seeds and Indian
hog plums that add a sour
tinge to the curry.

Among desserts, Goa’s
famous ‘Serradura’, a
Portuguese sawdust pud-
ding, almost like a
Portuguese cookie and
cream dessert, promises to
give a befitting end to the
sumptuous meal.

The food goes off the
table on Sunday.

Food festival celebrates Goan cuisine

Imphal, Aug 26 (PTI): 

Former Manipur chief
minister and Congress
leader Okram Ibobi Singh
on Saturday said the up-
coming assembly session
on August 29 is just an eye-
wash and not in public in-
terest. Speaking to re-
porters at the Congress
Bhavan here, Okram said,
“I attended the meeting of

the business advisory
committee (BAC) today
(Saturday) and learnt that
the session will be just for
a day. Since it is a constitu-
tional obligation to hold a
session before September
2, Tuesday’s session has
been called.” “The agenda
is going to be obituary ref-
erences,” Okram said,
adding, “In my experience,
on a day when obituary

references are taken up, no
other business is dis-
cussed.”

Members of the BAC
held a meeting to discuss
the time allocation of busi-
ness for the one-day ses-
sion. “As a member of the
committee, I suggested
that the session be held at
least for five days to dis-
cuss the unprecedented
situation in the state.

‘Upcoming assembly session just an eyewash’

Kupwara (J-K), Aug 26 (PTI): 

More than 1,000 people
with disabilities were pro-
vided with a slew of facili-
ties by the Indian Army
and a community service
group during a six-day joint
camp for the empowerment
of the specially-abled in
Jammu and Kashmir’s
Kupwara district and ad-
joining areas.

The Empowerment of
People with Disabilities
Camp was set up at the
Zangli Garrison in
Kupwara on August 21-26.
The initiative impacted at
least 200 people a day, ac-

cording to Spark Minda
Foundation, the communi-
ty service group.

Assistive devices such as
artificial limbs, callipers,

crutches and hearing aids,
along with the facilitation
of Unique Disability ID reg-
istration were provided at
the camp.

General Officer
Commanding (Vajr
Division) Major General
Girish Kalia said at the
closing ceremony that the
initiative not just helped
people with disabilities in
Kupwara but also in adjoin-
ing areas, including the
Line of Control (LoC).

“This is a great initiative
to empower the disabled.
We helped several disabled
people through this cam-
paign. Not just the people
nearby but people from the
LoC are also visiting this
camp. The collaboration of
the Indian Army with
Spark Minda Foundation
has been able to improve
and sustain many lives in
the Valley,” Major General

Kalia said.
This is the second succes-

sive camp organised by the
foundation in Kupwara and
the third overall in Jammu
and Kashmir. The first
camp for people with dis-
abilities was organised in
Barmulla in Uri in 2018.
The foundation also hosted
a 10-day mega camp for peo-
ple with disabilities in
Uttar Pradesh in February.

Spark Minda Foundation
Chairperson Sarika Minda
said the programme ampli-
fied the impact on the lives
of people with disabilities
in the Union Territory and
that around 17,000 people
across the country have
benefitted from their cam-
paigns since 2013.

Indian Army hold camp for people with disabilities

Differently-abled persons at an empowerment camp set
up by the Indian Army and Spark Minda Foundation, in
Kupwara. 

In J-K’s Kupwara

Jaipur, Aug 26 (PTI): 

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Saturday de-
manded the resignation of
Rajasthan Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot over a “red
diary” which, he alleged,
contained details of cor-
ruption and black deeds of
the state government.

Addressing a “Sahakar
Kisan Sammelan” in
Gangapur City in the poll-
bound state, Shah said the
BJP-led central govern-
ment raised the agricul-
ture budget by six times
and formed a separate
ministry for cooperatives,
whereas the Congress had
done nothing for farmers.

Pointing to a few people
who raised slogans during
the event, the home minis-
ter said, “I want to tell

Gehlot saab that you will
achieve nothing by send-
ing some people to shout
slogans. If there is any
shame left in him, he
should resign over the ‘red
diary’ issue and enter the
election fray.”

“Nowadays Gehlot saab
is very afraid of the colour
red. The colour of the
diary is red, but black
deeds are hidden in it. The
red diary has details of
multi-crore corruption,”
he said.

Sacked Rajasthan min-
ister Rajendra Gudha had
claimed that the red diary
which he had secured
from the residence of
Congress leader
Dharmendra Rathore dur-
ing an income tax raid in
July 2020 on the directions
of the chief minister had

details of Gehlot’s finan-
cial transactions.

Assembly polls in
Rajasthan is slated for
later this year.

Addressing the event,
Shah said the BJP govern-
ment at the Centre has
done a lot for farmers and
initiated several schemes
for them.

He said that during the
erstwhile Congress
regime, the agriculture
budget was Rs 22,000 crore
and the Narendra Modi
government raised it by
six times in nine years to
Rs 1,25,000 crore.

Shah, who also holds the
Cooperation portfolio, said
the BJP government ful-
filled the long-pending de-
mand of farmers and con-
stituted a separate min-
istry for cooperative soci-

eties.
“Ever since Modi ji be-

came the prime minister,
he is doing works that had
not been done before,” he
said.

At the beginning of
Shah’s address, some peo-
ple were seen raising slo-
gans.

Referring to it, Shah
later said, “I want to tell
those who were raising
slogans that if the
Chandrayaan mission had
been taken forward in-
stead of raising slogans,
today circumstances
would not have arisen to
shout slogans. If the
Ministry of Cooperatives
had been created, if the
welfare of farmers had
been done, then there
would have been no need
to raise slogans today.”

‘Red diary’ hides black deeds, 
corruption of Raj govt: Shah

Muzaffarnagar (UP), Aug 26 (PTI): 

As outrage poured in
from all quarters includ-
ing political parties,
Muzaffarnagar Police on
Saturday booked the
teacher accused of mak-
ing communal comments
and ordering her students
to slap a Muslim class-
mate for not doing his
homework.

The school was also
served a notice by the
state education depart-
ment in connection with
the matter.

The teacher, Tripta
Tyagi, was booked a day
after a video showed her
asking her students to
slap the Class 2 boy at
Neha Public School in
Khubbapur village and
also making a communal

remark. The video elicited
strong words from several
political leaders with
NCPCR, the apex child
right body, demanding ac-
tion against the accused
teacher.

Police booked Tyagi at
the complaint of the
boy’s family, under IPC
sections 323 and 504 —
both non-cognizable of-
fences. Such offences are
bailable and do not lead
to immediate arrest, and
require a warrant.

In her defence, Tyagi,
has said that the video
has been tampered with
in order to stoke tensions.
She claimed the video
was shot by an uncle of
the boy.

She said though it was
wrong on her part to get a
student slapped by his
classmates, she was
forced to do it as she is
handicapped and was not
able to stand up and
reach the student who
had not done his assign-
ment.

Basic Shiksha
Adhikari of
M u z a f f a r n a g a r
Shubham Shukla said
that a show cause notice
has been served to the
school management
through the secretary of
the management com-
mittee Ravinder tyagi.

It has been asked to
furnish its response by
August 28 as to why the
government recogni-
tion of the school not be
cancelled.

A criminal case would
be registered against the
authorities of the school,
where the incident took
place, the BSA said,
adding that a team has
been sent there.

‘School teacher booked under bailable charges’
SLAP VIDEO

Kolkata, Aug 26 (PTI): 

Two Jadavpur
University professors, in-
volved in a soft-landing
project for a planetary
mission sponsored by
ISRO, arranged a demon-
stration of soft landing
using computer simula-
tion for students here, a
day after Chandrayaan-
3’s successful touchdown
on moon.

Professor of depart-
ment of power engineer-
ing Amitava Gupta and
associate professor of
electronics and telecom-
munications Sayan
Chatterjee were not in the
core team of
Chandrayaan-3 but works
for ISRO-sponsored RE-
SPOND project.

The main objective of

the RESPOND pro-
gramme is to establish
strong links with premiere
academic institutions in
the country to carry out
research and development
projects which are of rele-
vance to space and derive
useful outputs of such
R&D to support ISRO pro-
grammes.

Under RESPOND, proj-
ects in the advanced areas
of relevance to space pro-
gramme are encouraged
to be taken up by premiere
universities/academic in-
stitutions. ISRO helps
these institutions to estab-
lish the necessary techni-
cal facilities and also pro-
vide fellowships to re-

searchers to work on cut-
ting edge research topics.

Gupta said while the
real credit for the success-
ful soft-landing of the lan-
der goes to the ISRO, the
RESPOND project part-
nering institutions like JU
provided feedback from
the simulator model using
lab-scale components.

Two JU professors involved in ISRO’s soft
landing project for space mission
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