
Dismiss
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The Delhi High
Court has dismissed a
petition seeking to direct
the authorities to conduct
a retest of the Common
University Entrance Test
(CUET) (UG) 2023 for a
candidate who could not
appear for the exam held
on June 15. The high
court refused to interfere
in the matter saying the
results of the examina-
tions have already been
declared and the coun-
selling is likely to com-
mence soon.

ED action
RRaanncchhii:: The Enforcement
Directorate arrested
Bishnu Kumar Agarwal, a
Ranchi-based business-
man, in connection with
its ongoing money laun-
dering probe linked to a
case of alleged land fraud
in Jharkhand as it claimed
he was "hand in glove"
with arrested IAS officer
Chhavi Ranjan in land
grabbing cases. 

Airlifts
SSrriinnaaggaarr:: A military trans-
port helicopter Tuesday
came to the rescue of a
private operator providing
heli-services for the
Amarnath Yatra pilgrims
after its single-engine
copter developed some
snag at the Panchtarni
helipad of the pilgrimage,
officials said. A Mi 17 V5
helicopter of the Air Force
successfully recovered an
AS-350 helicopter operat-
ed by a private operator
from the Panchtarni heli-
pad, the officials said.

Custodial deaths 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Gujarat and
Maharashtra were top
two states where the
highest number of deaths
in police custody were
reported in the last five
years, Lok Sabha was
informed on Tuesday.
Union Minister of State
for Home Nityanand Rai
said as many as 687 peo-
ple died in police custody
in various parts of the
country from April 1, 2018
to March 31, 2023.

New judge
SShhiilllloonngg:: Biswadeep
Bhattacharjee on Tuesday
took oath as an additional
judge of the Meghalaya
High Court. He was
administered the oath of
office by High Court Chief
Justice Sanjib Banerjee.
The strength of the
Meghalaya High Court
rose to four with Justice
Bhattacharjee, according
to a statement issued by
the high court.

Mishap
BBaarraassaatt:: Nine students
and a teacher of a state-
run school in West
Bengal's North 24
Parganas district fell sick
on Tuesday after a tank
of ammonia gas exploded
in its chemistry lab, offi-
cials said. 
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New Delhi, Aug 01 (PTI): 

There is complete break-
down of law and order and
constitutional machinery in
Manipur, an outraged
Supreme Court observed on
Tuesday while terming the
investigation carried out by
the state police as "tardy"
and "too lethargic".

Excoriating the law en-
forcement machinery over
unbridled ethnic violence, it
said the state police have
lost control over the law and
order situation, and de-
manded the personal pres-
ence of the Director General
of Police (DGP) when it
hears a clutch of petitions
on the mayhem in the north-
eastern state on Monday.

The bench headed by
Chief Justice D Y
Chandrachud, which had
called as "deeply disturbing"
the May 4 video of two
women being paraded

naked, sought details from
the state government about
the date of occurrence of
the incident and registra-
tion of 'zero FIR' and regular
FIR in the case.

It also wanted to know
how many accused were
named in the over 6,000 FIRs
registered so far and the
steps taken for their arrest.
"The investigation is so
lethargic, FIRs are regis-
tered after so long, arrests
not made, statements not

recorded...There is a com-
plete breakdown of law and
order and constitutional
machinery in the state," a
bench headed by
Chandrachud remarked
orally.

Tension had soared in
Manipur, tormented by un-
abated ethnic violence, after
a May 4 video surfaced re-
cently that showed two
women from one of the war-
ring communities being pa-
raded naked by a mob from
the other side.

"One thing is very clear
that there is long delay in
registering FIR in video
case," Chandrachud re-
marked orally.

As the hearing began, the
Manipur government told
the bench it has lodged 6,523
FIRs after ethnic violence
erupted in Manipur in May.

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the
Centre and the Manipur

government, told the a
bench the state police
lodged a 'zero' FIR in the
case of stripping and parad-
ing of the two women
naked.

A zero FIR can be lodged
at any police station irre-
spective of its territorial ju-
risdiction which is later
transferred to the police sta-
tion within whose limits an
incident has happened.
Mehta told the top court the
Manipur police have arrest-
ed seven people, including a
juvenile, in the video case. It
appears that the state police
recorded the statement of
the women after the video
surfaced, Mehta told the
bench. Earlier in the day,
the top court directed the
CBI not to proceed with
recording the statements of
the victim women during
the day as it is scheduled to
hear a batch of petitions on
the issue at 2 pm.

New Delhi, Aug 01 (PTI): 

The Union government
on Tuesday tabled a con-
tentious bill in Lok Sabha
to replace the Delhi servic-
es ordinance amid vocifer-
ous protests by opposition
MPs even as Home
Minister Amit Shah as-
serted that Parliament is
empowered to make laws
for Delhi and termed the
objection to it "politically
motivated".

The proposed legisla-
tion, which gives the Delhi
Lieutenant Governor a
final say on the transfer
and posting of officials of
the city government, will
strengthen the Central
government's control over
the national capital. The

bill was approved by the
Union Cabinet on July 25.

Tabled by Minister of
State for Home Affairs
Nityanand Rai on behalf
of Shah, the Government
of National Capital
Territory of Delhi
(Amendment) Bill, 2023
seeks to reverse the effect
of the Supreme Court ver-
dict in May that gave the
Delhi government control
over administrative serv-
ices.

As the opposition lead-
ers stormed the well and
tore papers questioning
the introduction of the
bill, Shah said,"Our
Constitution allows the
Parliament to make laws
for Delhi. Any opposition
to this bill has no constitu-

tional basis and is politi-
cally motivated. There is
no reason for the opposi-
tion to cite parliamentary

procedure."
The Aam Aadmi Party's

lone MP Shushil Kumar
Rinku, who was waiting
for a chance to speak, also
stormed into the Well in
protest as the Home
Minister started speaking
on the Bill. "I was not
given a chance to
speak...This is the murder
of democracy...You are in-
sulting Bhim Rao
Ambedkar," Rinku said,
amid opposition slogans
shouting against the gov-
ernment.

Rinku and Congress
member T N Prathapan
were seen throwing papers

in front of the Chair amid
the din. Amidst the din,
Speaker Om Birla said
that time will be given for
everyone to speak and cas-
tigated the opposition
members for their behav-
iour. "This kind of behav-
iour is not good. The coun-
try is watching," he said.

The Opposition has
been protesting on the
issue since the beginning
of the Monsoon Session of
Parliament.

"The bill vindicates the
outrageous infringement
of the government on the
territory of the states. It is
designed for digging up a
graveyard for cooperating
federalism. It aims to curb
the powers of the Delhi
government.

Gurugram, Aug 01 (PTI): 

A mob set fire to an
eatery and vandalised ad-
joining shops in
Gurugram's Badshahpur
on Tuesday afternoon, in a
fresh case of communal
violence after the previous
day's attack on a VHP pro-
cession in adjoining Nuh
district.

A fire brigade team
reached the spot and con-
trolled the blaze, police
said.

The mob ransacked
some shops belonging to a
particular community and
also chanted "Jai Shri
Ram" in front of a mosque

in Badshahpur. The
Badshahpur market was

also shut down, police
said.

New Delhi, Aug 01 (PTI): 

The Enforcement Directorate on
Tuesday conducted searches
against Hero MotoCorp execu-
tive chairperson Pawan Kant
Munjal and others as part of a
money laundering investigation,
official sources said.
The searches were carried out
at the residential and business
premises of the 69-year-old bil-
lionaire businessman, the pro-
moter of India's largest two-
wheeler automobiles manufac-
turer, in Delhi and neighbouring
Gurugram apart from that of

some linked entities, they said.
The raids were launched after
the ED registered a case
against them under the provi-
sions of the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act (PMLA),
the sources said. In a state-
ment, the company said,
"Officials from the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) today visited
two of our offices in Delhi and
Gurugram and the residence of
our Executive Chairman Dr
Pawan Munjal. We continue to
extend all cooperation to the
agency." The ED case stems
from a complaint filed against

Munjal by the Directorate of
Revenue Intelligence (DRI), an
investigative arm of the Central
Board of Indirect Taxes and
Customs (CBIC).
The ED is understood to have
also taken into account a
Customs department case
against Munjal and an executive
belonging to a "third party
service provider" company that
was hired by Hero MotoCorp to
accompany and look after the
travel and logistics arrange-
ments for the billionaire during
a business trip to London in
August 2018.

Bijapur, Aug 01: 

A 30-year-old woman
was allegedly raped by a
man near a highway in
Bijapur district, police
said on Tuesday.

The incident took
place in Naimed police
station area, where the
woman came to visit a
weekly market on
Monday evening, an offi-
cial said.

The victim went to an-
swer nature's call around
100 metres away from the
highway, when the ac-
cused allegedly caught
hold of her and raped
her, he said.

The accused fled from
the spot, and the woman
and her family members
later lodged a complaint
with the police, the offi-

cial said.
The police collected ev-

idence from the spot,
scanned CCTV footage of
the area and questioned
shopkeepers at the mar-
ket before zeroing in on
the accused, he said.

The woman also identi-

fied the accused from an
identification parade,
the official said, adding
that a case under section
376 (rape) of the Indian
Penal Code has been reg-
istered.

Mumbai, Aug 01 (PTI): 

At least 20 persons includ-
ing ten labourers were
crushed to death and three
others injured as a girder
launcher collapsed during
the construction of a
viaduct for the Samruddhi
Expressway in
Maharashtra's Thane dis-
trict on early Tuesday morn-
ing, officials said.

The girder launcher along
with a segment launcher
(crane), weighing 700 tons,
came crashing down from a
height of 35 metres, the
Maharashtra State Road
Development Corporation
(MSRDC) said in a release.

The deceased included
two engineers, said the
MSRDC, the executing

agency of the expressway
project that links Nagpur
with Mumbai. Thane police
registered an offence
against two contractors for
allegedly causing death by
negligence following the in-
cident. The incident oc-
curred sometime after mid-
night at Sarlambe village in
Shahapur tehsil, around 80

km from Mumbai. The three
injured persons were being
treated at Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj Hospital at
Kalva in Thane.
Maharashtra Deputy Chief
Minister Devendra
Fadnavis expressed grief
over the incident in a tweet.
A probe by experts has been
ordered, he added.

New Delhi, Aug 01 (PTI): 

The Narcotics Control
Bureau on Tuesday
claimed to have busted
the "biggest" darknet-
based LSD cartel operat-
ing in India with the
seizure of more than
13,000 blots and Rs 26 lakh
in cash and the arrest of
three persons.

The cartel named
'Zambada' has a "high vol-
ume of business and sup-
ply chain" of this hallu-
cinogenic category of
drug and is also operating
in the UK, the US, South
Africa, Canada, Russia,
Spain, Portugal, Greece
and Turkiye, NCB Deputy
Director General (opera-
tions and enforcement)
Gyaneshwar Singh said.

The cartel was being op-
erated by young educated
men in the age bracket of
21-25 years, he said.

It is the second LSD

trafficking cartel busted
by the agency in the last
about three months, offi-
cials said.

The federal anti-nar-
cotics agency had seized a
cache of 15,000 LSD blots,
the highest-ever catch in
one operation, and arrest-
ed half-a-dozen people in
June.

LSD or lysergic acid di-
ethylamide is a synthetic
chemical based-drug and
is categorised as a hallu-
cinogen. It is abused
largely by youngsters and
its consumption can lead
to serious health issues. It
is odourless, colourless
and tasteless and it is
painted on small squares
of paper (blots) that can
be licked or swallowed.

In continued opera-
tions, it was learnt that
the largest cartel operat-
ing in LSD on the darknet
- Zambada- operates from
Delhi-NCR, Singh said.

New Delhi, Aug 01 (PTI): 

The environment min-
istry and the National Tiger
Conservation Authority
(NTCA) have told the
Supreme Court that apart
from the Kuno National
Park, they have identified
potential sites for cheetah
introduction in Madhya
Pradesh and Rajasthan.

These include Gandhi
Sagar Wildlife Sanctuary
and Nauradehi Wildlife
Sanctuary in Madhya
Pradesh and Shahgarh
Bulge, Bhainsrorgarh
Wildlife Sanctuary and en-
closure of Mukundra Hills
Tiger Reserve in Rajasthan.
They, however, said the
Mukundra Hills Tiger
Reserve is at present not fit
for accommodating
Cheetahs, eight of which

have died in Madhya
Pradesh's Kuno National
Park (KNP) in the last few
months. The response of
the NTCA and the Ministry
of Environment and Forest
(MoEF) came in a joint affi-
davit after the top court,
while expressing concern
over the death of cheetahs
at KNP had asked the
Centre to explore shifting
the big cats imported from
Namibia and South Africa
to other sanctuaries.

The top court had on July
20 observed the death of
eight cheetahs in the KNP
in less than one year doesn't
present a "good picture".
The NTCA named the po-
tential sites identified in
Madhya Pradesh and
Rajasthan as part of an ac-
tion plan for cheetah intro-
duction.

‘Total breakdown of law
and order in Manipur’

ED raids Hero MotoCorp chairman Pawan Munjal

‘Reach out to
Muslim women’

New Delhi, Aug 01: 

Asserting that his gov-
ernment's decision to ban
instant triple talaq has
boosted the overall sense
of security for Muslim
women, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has asked
Bharatiya Janata Party
leaders to reach out to
them during the upcom-
ing festival of Raksha
Bandhan.

Govt tables contentious Delhi services bill in LSFresh violence in
Gurugram: Eatery set afire

Charred remains of a shop and other temporary structures, set
ablaze by miscreants in a fresh case of communal violence after
Monday's attack on a VHP procession in adjoining Nuh district, at
Sector 67 area in Gurugram, Tuesday.

30-year-old woman raped in Bijapur

The incident took
place in Naimed police
station area, where the
woman came to visit a
weekly market on
Monday evening. The
victim went to answer
nature's call around 100
metres away from the
highway, when the ac-
cused allegedly caught
hold of her and raped
her.

About the incident
The police collected

evidence from the spot,
scanned CCTV footage
of the area and ques-
tioned shopkeepers at
the market before zero-
ing in on the accused.
The woman also identi-
fied the accused from an
identification parade,
the official said, adding
that a case under section
376 (rape) of the Indian
Penal Code has been reg-
istered.

Accused arrested

TIRANGA SHIKARA RACE

Activists of various political parties flag off Salute Tiranga Shikara Race at Dal Lake, in
Srinagar, Tuesday.

New Delhi, Aug 01: 
Gangster Sachin Bishnoi, who
was allegedly involved in the
murder of Punjabi singer
Sidhu Moosewala, was extra-
dited from Azerbaijan and
brought back to India on
Tuesday, officials of the Delhi
police said.
He was produced in a Delhi
court, which remanded him in
police custody for 10 days.
Officers from the Delhi
police's special cell had trav-
elled to the Azerbaijan capital
Baku to monitor the progress
in the case.
"Bishnoi alias Sachin Thapan
was successfully extradited
from Baku and brought to
Delhi on Tuesday morning,"
Special Commissioner of
Police (special cell) HGS
Dhaliwal said.

CENTRE TO SC

‘Potential sites for
cheetahs in MP, Raj’

NCB busts Zambada, biggest
LSD cartel on darknet

20 dead as girder launcher
collapses during construction 

On Samruddhi
Expressway 

Police, locals and other Emergency Services personnel at the site
after a girder launcher collapsed during the construction of a
viaduct for the Samruddhi Expressway, in Thane district, Tuesday.

Gangster extradited
from Azerbaijan
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Bhilai, Aug 01: 

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel might come to the
division headquarters
Durg for a “Bhent
Mulaqat” with youth of
Durg division on August
04. The program will be or-
ganized near Jayanti
Stadium. Keeping in mind
the possibility of the Chief
Minister’s proposed ar-
rival on August 04,
Collector Pushpendra
Kumar Meena on Monday
held a meeting of officers
and distributed work re-

sponsibility. He appealed
to all the departmental of-
ficers to make the pro-
gram successful with bet-
ter coordination. In the
meeting, the officers were
informed about the out-
line of the programs or-
ganized in Raipur and
Bilaspur. The Collector
gave necessary guidelines
to the officers regarding
the preparations.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel is likely to visit
Bhilai under Durg divi-
sion on August 04 for
“Bhent Mulaquat” with

youth of 7 districts falling
under Durg division. The
collector discussed in de-
tail the outline of the pro-
gram in the meeting with
the officials.

He asked to complete all
the arrangements related
to the event on time in-
cluding law and order,
arrangements etc for the
program. During the
“Bhent Mulaquat” youth
from Rajnandgaon,
Kawardha, Balod,
Bemetara, Khairagarh,
M a n p u r - M o h l a -
Ambagarh-Chowki and

Durg districts, college stu-
dents, participants prepar-
ing for competitive exams
will collect near the stadi-
um and have a direct con-
versation with the Chief
Minister.

In this program Baghel
will talk about the develop-
ment issues of
Chhattisgarh, the schemes
run for the youth, their
achievements and aspira-
tions.

Thousands of youth
from all 07 districts of
Durg division will reach
here in this programme,
preparations for which are
being done by the district
administration. Forest
Officer Shashi Kumar,
Additional Collector and
Commissioner Bhilai
Municipal Corporation
Rohit Vyas, CEO of
District Panchayat
Ashwani Dewangan,
Commissioner of Durg
Municipal Corporation
Lokesh Chandrakar, Risali
Commissioner Ashish
Dewangan, Joint Collector
Gokul Raote, Yogita
Dewangan and HS Miri,
along with heads of all the
departments were present
at the meeting.

Chief Minister ‘Bhent Mulaquat’ for
Durg division youth likely on Aug 4

Bhilai, Aug 01: 

For the prevention of
water-borne diseases in
the limits of Bhilai
Municipal Corporation,
door to door survey of
the entire area has been
started. During the sur-
vey coolers are being
emptied, waste tyres,
plastic bottles and junk
material etc are being re-
moved as well as
malathion is being
sprayed and temiphos
being distributed.
People are being advised
not to use stale food or
rotten fruits and boil
drinking water. It needs
a mention that the sur-
vey is being conducted
by the special team of
the health department.

On the instructions of
Bhilai Mayor Neeraj Pal
and Commissioner
Rohit Vyas, the corpora-
tion’s health staff is
working intensively to
prevent water-borne dis-
eases like dengue, malar-
ia and jaundice by run-
ning an intensive cam-
paign in the corporation
area. For the control of

dengue and malaria and
to eradicate mosquitoes,
employees are spraying
Temiphos and
Malathion while inspect-
ing the areas of different
wards. The corpora-
tion’s team is running a
mosquito eradication
campaign in the densely
populated and low lying
colonies. During this,
Malathion is also being
sprayed to kill the mos-
quito larvae. For public
awareness and to pre-
vent waterborne dis-
eases, pamphlets are
being distributed to the

people. and propagated
by distributing pam-
phlets to prevent
dengue, malaria and
jaundice. Health Officer
Dharmendra Mishra
said that for the preven-
tion of water-borne dis-
eases and dengue in the
entire corporation area,
the employees of the cor-
poration, after survey-
ing more than fifteen
thousand houses, are
giving information
about the measures to
prevent dengue and
malaria. For the preven-
tion and prevention of
water-borne diseases,
the team constituted by
the health department
has been using fogging
malathion at water-
logged places and door-
to-door temiphos to pre-
vent dengue.

The corporation has
written a letter to the
DGM of Public Health
Department, BSP to en-
sure necessary arrange-
ments for the prevention
of dengue, malaria,
jaundice and other wa-
terborne diseases in the
township area.

Door to door survey initiated for
prevention of waterborne diseases

Bhilai, Aug 01: 

SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant’s
Public Relations
Department, in associa-
tion with Jawaharlal
Nehru Hospital &
Research Centre
(JLNHRC), Sector-9, has
organized a nine-day long
exhibition of selected
posters under the
‘Angdaan Mahotsav-2023’
from July 31 to August 08,
2023, at Nehru Art Gallery,
Indira Place (Civic
Center). The exhibition
was inaugurated by
Triparna Dasgupta,
President (Bhilai Mahila
Samaj) on July 31, 2023, in
the evening, by lighting the
ceremonial lamp.
Dasgupta took keen inter-
est in the posters featured
in the exhibition and also
appreciated the arrange-
ments.

Dr Ravindranath M,
CMO I/c (M&HS) was also
present on this occasion
along with Chief Medical
Officers of JLNHRC, Dr
Pramod Binayake, Dr V
Dwivedi, Dr RK Pal, Dr K
Thakur and Senior
Doctors, Hospital Staff,
and township Citizens.

Addressing the gather-
ing, chief guest Triparna
Dasgupta congratulated
BSP’s Medical & Health
Services department for
the initiative and said that
we have to continue taking
more such initiatives in

the future. Organ donation
is a virtuous act and we all
should come forward for
the same, Dasgupta said.

In his welcome address,
Dr Ravindranath M, said
that Organ donation is a
great donation. At present
millions of people in our
country are in an utter
need of organ-transplant,
however merely 10% of
the required organs are
available in the country.
Therefore, we all need to
step forward collectively as
donors.

At the onset of the inau-
guration programme,
Triparna Dasgupta,
President (BMS) flagged-
off the Organ Donation
Messenger Vehicle and re-
leased balloons in the sky.

Few organ donors and
organ recipients were also
present, including organ
donor Satish Bhatgaonkar
and organ recipient
Parmeshwar Sikka, who

shared their experience of
Organ Transplant. On be-
half of BSP’s M&HS
Department Dr Mala
Choudhary undertook the
initiative of organ dona-
tion first, followed by other
departmental staff. An
oath for organ donation
was also administered and
a Motivational Short-film
and Anthem on Organ
Donation initiative were
also displayed during the
inauguration programme.

The poster exhibition at
Nehru Art Gallery is in
consonance with the
‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’
initiative. The Angdaan
Mahotsav-2023 was ob-
served by JLNHRC
through a series of aware-
ness activities, including
poster competition. The
winners of such competi-
tions, along with the
CMOs, organ donors, staff
of the ancillary depart-
ments and hospital staff

were also felicitated by the
guests. It is noteworthy
that the mother of Chief
Guest Triparna Dasgupta,
is the first donor of
Chhattisgarh’s first Skin
Bank at JLN Hospital,
Bhilai, which is the first of
its kind initiative not only
in Chhattisgarh but also

among the entire SAIL
hospitals. Dasgupta has
also donated her mother’s
eyes.

On July 01, 2023, the
Central Health Ministry
initiated an awareness
campaign titled ‘Angdaan
Mahotsav-2023’- on the
lines of the ‘Azadi ka

Amrit Mahotsav’ to com-
memorate the 75th year of
independence. The
‘Angdaan Mahotsav-2023 is
focused on raising aware-
ness about organ donation
across the country.

The programme was
compered by Rajni Rajak
and Dr Jolly Mathew,

while Dr Pramod
Binayake proposed the
Vote of Thanks. Dr Uday
Kumar, ACMO, Dr
Anirudh Mene, ACMO and
Burn Unit Team also con-
tributed to organising the
programme successfully.

The selected posters
under JLNHRC’s Angdaan

Mahotsav-2023, at
JLNHRC have been exhib-
ited at the nine-day poster
exhibition, which will be
open to the public, during
July 31 to August 08, 2023,
from 17:30 hrs to 20:30 hrs,
at Nehru Art Gallery,
Indira Place (Civic
Center).

Bhilai, Aug 01: 

National Service
Scheme, Red Cross
Society and Botany
Department of Durg
Science College celebrated
World Nature
Conservation Day under
the guidance of the
Principal of the College.
On the occasion, the stu-
dents took a pledge to save
nature and environment.
In-charge Principal Dr

Anupama Asthana in her
address said that we
should always be ready to
keep the whole world free
from pollution.

The Principal adminis-
tered oath to all the stu-
dents and staff for the pro-
tection of world nature.
Many professors and em-
ployees of the college were
present in the program.
Prominent among those
were Dr K Padmavati, Dr
RS Singh, Dr Vijay

Lakshmi Naidu, Prof in-
charge of National
Service Scheme Janendra
Kumar Dewan, Red Cross
Incharge Motiram Sahu.
The students took the op-
portunity to plant saplings
of Karanj, Neem and
Guava in the college prem-
ises. NSS volunteers
Mridul, Satek,
Khumendra, and students
of Botany Department
helped in making the pro-
gramme a success.

World Nature Conservation Day 
celebrated at Durg Science College 

Bhilai, Aug 01: 

On the instructions of
MLA Durg (Urban) Arun
Vora The Durg Mayor
Dheeraj Bakliwal and
Municipal Commissioner
Lokesh Chandrakar, along
with officers and contrac-
tors, inspected the progress
of development and beauti-
fication works being done
for expansion of public fa-
cilities in the Durg
Municipal limits. During
inspection, the duo asked
the officers to speed up the
road widening work of the
road from Ganjpara to
Sheonath (Mahmra). The
duo asked the concerned of-
ficers for continuous moni-
toring of the work for time-
ly completion and mainti-
naing the quality of work.
Thereafter the inspection
of Gauravpath was carried
out, where the duo directed
to plant large number of
fruit bearing and shady
plants on both sides. After
inspection and review, the

Mayor Dheeraj Bakliwal
and Commissioner Lokesh
Chandrakar reached Green
Chowk and instructed to
start the beautification
work and construction of
four statues soon and bring
progress in the work.
Public Works Incharge

Abdul Gani, Kuleshwar
Sahu, Executive Engineer
Dinesh Netam, Assistant
Engineer Jitendra
Samaiya, Sanjay Thakur,
Harishankar Sahu, Sweta
Mahalwar and Contractors
were present during the in-
spection.

Administrative
approval of 

Rs 23 lakh for 
5 development works
Bhilai, Aug 01: Collector
Pushpendra Kumar
Meena has given adminis-
trative approval of Rs 23
lakh for 5 construction
works on the recommen-
dation of MP Vijay Baghel
under MP Local Area
Development Scheme in
the district.

According to the infor-
mation received from the
District Planning and
Statistics Office, adminis-
trative approval of Rs 5
lakh has been given for the
construction of CC road in
Jamgaon M. Similarly, 5
lakh each for construction
of passenger waiting
room in village Kumhali
Bhainsbod and construc-
tion of CC road from
Derha Dewangan’s house
to Kartik Verma’s house
in village Borid, 3 lakh for
underground pipe
arrangement for water
drainage in Bhainsbod
(Pauha) and Rs 5 lakh have
been approved for CC road
construction in village
Pahanda.

District records
423.5 mm 
of average 

rainfall so far
Bhilai, Aug 01: The
district has recorded an
average rainfall of 423.5
mm from June 01 to
August 01. According to
the information re-
ceived from the Office
of the Collector, Land
Records Branch, since
June 01 till now, the
maximum rainfall was
605.3 mm in Patan
Tehsil and the mini-
mum was 205.0 mm has
been registered in Bori
Tehsil. Apart from this,
421.6 mm of rainfall
was recorded in Durg
Tehsil, 421.3 mm in
Tehsil Dhamdha, 447.4
mm in Tehsil Bhilai 3
and 440.4 mm in Tehsil
Ahiwara. On August 1,
Tehsil Durg recorded
0.0 mm of rain, Tehsil
Dhamdha 0.0 mm,
Tehsil Patan 1.3 mm,
Tehsil Bori 2.5 mm,
Tehsil Bhilai 3  0.0 mm
and Tehsil Ahiwara 0.0
mm.

Durg Mayor, commissioner inspect
development & beautification work

Poster Exhibition on ‘Angdaan Mahotsav-2023’ inaugurated at Nehru Art Gallery

FF ourteen-day long
‘Angdaan Mahotsav-

2023’ is being observed at
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant’s
Jawaharlal Nehru Hospital &
Research Centre, Sector-9,
Bhilai from July 31 to August
13, 2023. The ‘Angdaan
Mahotsav-2023’ fortnight
was inaugurated by Anirban
Dasgupta, Director Director
I/c (BSP), by flagging-off
Organ Donation Awareness
Walkathon on August 01,
2023. Anjani Kumar, ED
(Works), AK Chakraborty,
ED (MM), Samir Swarup, ED
(Rowghat), Pawan Kumar,
ED (P&A) and BK Giri, ED
(Mines), Dr Ravindranath M,
CMO I/c (M&HS) Chief
Medical Officers of JLNHRC,
Dr Pramod Binayake, Dr V
Dwivedi, Dr RK Pal, Dr K
Thakur, other Senior
Doctors and Hospital Staff
were also present on this
occasion,. Sharing insights
on organ donation, Anirban
Dasgupta appreciated

Chhattisgarh’s first Skin
Bank at JLNHRC and said
that Organ donation is the
greatest donation. In India
numerous people need
organs to save their lives,
but very few organs are
available for them, I hope,
through this campaign being
run by JLNHRC, people will
get aware and step forward
to this noble cause. Usually,
the process of organ dona-

tion takes place posthu-
mously, so what can be bet-
ter if our body gets utilized
to give new life to someone
else, Dasgupta said.

The walkathon started
from the Hospital OPD and
was joined by the JLNHRC
collective who walked hold-
ing banners-posters and slo-
gan boards to spread aware-
ness on organ donation. The
Organ Donation Messenger

Vehicle also moved ahead of
the walkathon playing the
‘Organ Donation Anthem’.

On July 01, 2023, the
Central Health Ministry initi-
ated an awareness cam-
paign titled ‘Angdaan
Mahotsav-2023’- on the lines
of the ‘Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav’ to commemorate
the 75th year of independ-
ence. The ‘Angdaan
Mahotsav-2023 is focused

on raising awareness about
organ donation across the
country. In 2023 the
Ministry had also announced
that July will be observed as
organ donation month and
August 3 will be celebrated
as the Indian Organ
Donation Day.

Concluding the
walkathon, Dr Ravindranath
M, CMO I/c (M&HS) pro-
posed the Vote of Thanks.

The “World Breastfeeding
Week” was also inaugurated
by Dr Ravindranath M, CMO
I/c (M&HS) by lighting a
ceremonial lamp in the pres-
ence of all the CMOs, other
Doctors and hospital staff.
The “World Breastfeeding
Week” will be observed at
Jawaharlal Nehru Hospital &
Research Centre, Sector-9,
from August 01 to August
07, 2023. The Department of
Paediatrics & Neonatology
will play a significant role in
organizing the “World
Breastfeeding Week”.

Organ Donation Awareness Walkathon at JLN Hospital
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Raipur, Aug 01: Chief
Electoral Officer Reena
Babasaheb Kangale on
Tuesday informed about
the second special brief re-
vision program of voter
list in the state in a press
conference organized at
the Chief Electoral
Officer’s office. He said
that it would start with the
preliminary publication of
the integrated electoral
roll on August 2. Claims

and objections will be re-
ceived from August 2 to
August 31.

Mrs Kangale said that
after resolving the claims
and objections by
September 22, the final
publication of voter list
will be done on October 4.
Joint Chief Electoral
Officers Mr. Nilesh Kumar
Kshirsagar and Mr. Bipin
Majhi were also present on
the occasion.

CEO informs about special brief
revision program of voter list

Raipur, Aug 01: Former
President District
Panchayat Ashok Bajaj
under the aegis of ‘Hamar
Siyan Hamar Abhiyan’ or-
ganising committee will be
holding public felicitation
of the Governor of
Maharashtra Ramesh Bais
on Aug 02 at Indoor
Stadium in Raipur. Known
for his simple, cordial na-
ture and hard working
politician, Ramesh Bais
started his political career
as corporator in 1978 and
got elected from Mandir
Hasoud Vidhan Sabha in
1980 and got elected in the
Vidhan Sabha of undivid-
ed MP. In 1989, he was
elected as the Member of

Parliament in the 9th Lok
Sabha and then went on
his winning spree in the
11th, 12th, 13th, 14th, 15th
and 16th Lok Sabha con-
secutively. He also served
as Union Minister of State
for Mines, Chemicals and
Fertilizers and as
Information and
Broadcasting Minister
during former PM Late
Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s gov-
ernment and later worked
with the same portfolio
with an Independent
charge. In the 15th Lok
Sabha, he was appointed
as Chief Whip of BJP
Parliamentary team. In ad-
dition to this he also
worked as Chairman of
MP Krishi & Beej Vikas
Nigam in MP and served
as BJP’s State Secretary in
MP and State V-P as well
and played an important
role in expansion of BJP
in state of Chhattisgarh.

In formation of new
Chhattisgarh state also,
Governor Ramesh Bais
played an important role
and when the reorganisa-
tion bill was presented, at
that time Ramesh Bais was
the Union Minister of
State (independent charge)
in Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s
government and played in
important role in prepar-
ing of the state reorganisa-
tion bill and its passing in

the LS. In order to provide
better health facilities to
people of the state,
Ramesh Bais took an ini-
tiative for establishing of
AIIMS in Raipur and due
to which people of
Chhattisgarh and Odisha
are now getting quality
medical treatment at rea-
sonable price and the re-
markable work of saving
lives of many by AIIMS
Raipur during Corona pe-
riod stands testimony be-
fore all.

Ramesh Bais is having
lot of interest in
Agriculture and wood
craft and has given valu-
able contribution in devel-
opment of agriculture and
rural areas during his
term as MP. During his
term as Member of
Parliament he paid due at-
tention towards
Education, health and irri-
gation facilities and its ex-

pansion and infrastruc-
ture development. It is see-
ing his dedication and
hard work and long admin-
istrative experience that
the GoI appointed him as
the Governor Tripura in
2019 and he served there
till 2021. In July 2021 he
was appointed as the
Governor of Jharkhand
and served there till 17 Feb
2023. Presently from 18 Feb
2023 he is working as
Governor of Maharashtra.

Bajaj informed that even
after serving as Governor
of big state like
Maharashtra, Ramesh
Bais is regularly in contact
with Chhattisgarh. He will
be arriving here on Aug 2
and would be publically fe-
licitated by ‘Hamar Siyan-
Hamar Abhiyan’ Samiti in
Raipuir by Sarv Samaj and
it is a big coincidence that
Aug 2 is his birthday as
well.

Public felicitation of Governor Ramesh Bais today

RRaaiippuurr::  The work of second
special summary revision of
voter list in the state is
starting from August 2. On
this day, a walkathon is
being organised in the
Raipur by the office of the
Chief Electoral Officer to
motivate more and more
people to get their names
added to voter list. Chief
Electoral Officer Reena
Babasaheb Kangale has
appealed to all the resi-

dents of the city, including
youth, women, senior citi-
zens, differently-abled,
third gender community,
social service organizations
and government officials-
employees to participate in
it. The walkathon will be
organised on  August 2nd at
7 am at G.E. Road, starting
from Gandhi Udyan and will
end at Shaheed Smarak
Bhavan, Raipur.

CEO appeals to participate in Walkathon today

Special brief revi-
sion of voter list
from Aug 2,
walkathon organ-
ised by CEO’s office
to make people
aware

JUDO ON STRIKE

JUDOs of Ambedkar Hospital are on strike demanding hike in their honorarium and due to which the services in the
Hospital were badly affected and patients had to wait for long.

By ‘Hamar Siyan-
Hamar Abhiyan’
samiti at Indoor
Stadium

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Aug 01: An engi-
neer-turned vicious thief
stole bikes from different
places of the city in a pro-
fessional manner and
kept running his busi-
ness with all the stolen
bikes. Disclosing this
today, SSP Prashant
Agrawal said that thief
lifted 40 bikes from differ-
ent places of the city and
kept riding the stolen
bikes in ‘Rapido’.

After stealing a bike
from one place he used to
go to another place, leav-
ing the first stolen vehicle
at the same place and
then lifting two-wheeler
parked in another place.
A case of theft has been
registered against the vi-
cious thief in different

police stations. On the
complaint of bike theft in
different police stations
of Raipur, a special team
of Anti Crime and Cyber
??Unit was formed.
Accordingly police were
on look out for unidenti-
fied vehicle lifter.

Meanwhile, the special
team of the police re-
ceived tip off from an in-
former that a young man
in the Kotwali police sta-
tion area was looking for
a customer of a two-
wheeler. Acting on this
tip off police identified
the person and the vehi-

cle and caught him.
During interrogation, the
young man told his name
as Kharora, a resident of
Rahul Verma. When he
was questioned regard-
ing the documents of the
bike, he gave misleading
information and did not
produce any documents.
During strict interroga-
tion he told that the bike
was stolen. On inquiring
about other incidents of
bike theft, he told that a
total of 40 two-wheelers
were lifted from different
police station areas.

Police arrested the said
vehicle lifter Rahul
Verma and seized 40
bikes worth around Rs 15
lakh, stolen by him from
different places. Rahul
Verma studied BTech
and also worked as an en-
gineer earlier. He used to
use the stolen bikes in of-
fline ‘Rapidos’ to ferry
passengers.

Engineer turns out to be a vehicle lifter
Steals 40 bikes from
different places

Gokul Das Vaishnav
Gokul Das
Va i s h n av,
resident of
Danteshwari
C h o w k ,
P u r a n i

Basti, Raipur, 85 years
died of heart attack on
Tuesday, August 1. His
last rites were per-
formed at Marwari
Muktidham. He was fa-
ther of Suresh
Vaishnav, Journalist,
Navbharat.

OBITUARY

Pankaj Bahety
conferred with

Ph.D. in
Management

Raipur, Aug 01:
Chhattisgarh Swami

Vivekananda
T e c h n i c a l
U n i v e r s i t y,
Bhilai con-
f e r r e d
Doctorate de-

gree to Pankaj Kumar
Bahety on 26 July 2023.
Dr.Pankaj Kumar Bahety
is the son of Mrs. Sheela
Bahety and Late Vijay
Kumar Bahety (Retd.
Professor Pt. RSU,
Raipur). He has received
this title under the guid-
ance of Professor Dr.
Souren Sarkar and Dr.
Tanmoy De of the
Department of
Management. Dr.Pankaj
Kumar Bahety did his
Ph.D. on “A study on con-
sumer preference towards
rural Non-Agricultural
products in urban area of
Chhattisgarh”. Shri
S h a n k a r a c h a r y a
Technical Campus offi-
cials expressed happiness
and wished Dr. Bahety for
a bright future. Dr. Bahety
thanked his guides for this
unprecedented achieve-
ment of his life and also
expressed his gratitude to
his parents and family.

Raipur, Aug 01:
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) Scheduled Caste
Morcha National
President Lalsingh Arya
on Tuesday alleged that
the Congress government
in Chhattisgarh is anti-
dalit and anti-constitution-
al.

Arya made the above
statement while address-
ing a press conference
here. He alleged that anti-
dalit face of the Congress
government has been ex-
posed when it had stopped
the construction work of
Gurudwarna at
Giraudpuri, the birth
place of Guru Ghasidas.
He also held the failure of
state government respon-
sible for the nude protest

being carried out by the
youth recently. He said
that the SC youth were
forced to hold demonstra-
tion after stripping their
clothes publically as they
were not able to get justice
with government failing
to ensure redressal of
their grievances. He al-
leged that the patronage
of the state government
has stopped it from taking
action against the offi-
cials with fake SC certifi-
cates. Arya further al-
leged that the central fund
received for the develop-
ment of the SC communi-
ty in Chhattisgarh is
being spent on other

works which is a violation
of the constitutional
structure.

Arya further alleged
that the Reservation
Roster too is not been fol-
lowed by the state govern-
ment in the promotion
issue of the employees.
He added that the public
welfare schemes of cen-
tral government too is not
effectively implemented
in Chhattisgarh.

Chhattisgarh BJP SC
Morcha President Navin
Markandeye and former
Member of Parliament
Kamla Devi Patle were
also present on the occa-
sion.

BJP terms Ch’garh govt to be anti-dalit
SC Morcha National
President Arya
attacks govt over 
SC welfare schemes

Raipur, Aug 01: Some
bike-borne armed mis-
creants attacked three
people in a car on
Monday midnight and
robbed them of mobile
phones and a purse con-
taining some cash late
Monday night on
Expressway in Raipur.

The incident took place
in the area falling under
jurisdiction of
Telibandha police sta-
tion. According to the in-
formation available,
Airtel employees
Pranshu Gupta, Gaurav
Sharma and Shubham
Sharma, while coming to
Raipur by car, stopped for
urination near Puraina
Expressway on Monday
night. In the meantime
bike-borne miscreants

reached there and started
demanding money from
them. When Airtel staff
in the car refused to give
the money, miscreants hit
Pranshu Gupta on his
hand and Gaurav
Sharma on his head with
an ax weapon. In such a
situation, the three em-
ployees left the car and
fled from there to save
their lives. Miscreants
searched the car and fled
away with a purse full of
cash and mobile kept in
it. Later victims in-
formed about the inci-
dent at Telibandha police
station. On the complaint
of the victims, the police
registered offence
against unidentified mis-
creants. According to the
victims, the miscreants
fled after looting three ex-
pensive mobiles and a
purse containing cash of
Rs 5000.

Three persons in a car attacked,
robed of purse-mobiles

Armed miscreants
attack them with ax

Raipur, Aug 01: The
Investiture Ceremony was
held on 1st August 2023 at
Adarsh Vidyalaya,
Tatibandh managed by
Raipur Kerala Samajam,
to encourage and kindle
leadership qualities in our
young prodigies.

The ceremony started
by lighting the lamp
which signifies the re-
moval of darkness and
continuous upward move-
ment of the flame denotes
a path of wisdom and di-
vinity. The school flag was
hoisted by the Principal of
the school Amir B. Sultan

and the school choir sang
the School Anthem. The
cadets were conferred
with badges and sashes by
the Principal and Vice
Principal of the school
Debarchana Roy. The stu-
dent’s council took the
pledge to hold the school
motto in high esteem. The
Vice Principal of the
school congratulated
them and addressed them
to be impartial and asked
them to give importance
to the discipline of the
school.

The Principal of the
school motivated the
cadets and blessed them
with his golden views. He
reminded them that they
are the torch bearers of all
the values that the school
stands for. Lastly the
school Head Boy along
with the House Captains
gave salute to the flags
hoisted by them.

Investiture Ceremony of
Adarsh Vidyalaya held

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Aug 01: In a sig-
nificant administrative
reshuffle, the senior
Indian Administrative
Services (IAS) Officer
and Additional Chief
Secretary (ACS) Subrat
Sahoo has been given ad-
ditional charge of ACS of
Public Works
Department apart from
his present posts of ACS
to Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel.
Secretary Public Works
Department Bhuvanesh
Yadav has been relieved
from the PWD

Department and has
been given posting of
Secretary Women &
Child Development with
additional charge of
Secretary Commerce &
Industries and Public
Sector Undertakings.

Above changes in the
posting has been made
after the CM Bhupesh
Baghel held a review
meeting of PWD to speed
up the ongoing works.

Similarly, the 2008
batch IAS Officer Bhim
Singh working as Labour
Commissioner, has been
given additional charge
of Chief Executive
Officer (CEO) of
Chhattisgarh State Rural
Road Development
Authority.

ACS Subrat Sahoo
given charge of PWD
Administrative
reshuffle

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Aug 01:
Sensation prevailed in
the outer colonies of
the capital Raipur when
police reached to carry
out raids on Tuesday
morning. Boriya RDA
Colony and BSP
Colonies under
Tikrapara Police
Station, Deopuri
Housing Board Colony,
Irani Dera, Bhatagaon
Bus Stand and several
other colonies in DD
Nagar were raided.
Miscreants including
those who were on po-

lice radar were nabbed
and brought to the po-
lice station.

The action of police
raid comes in the wake
of instruction by IG
Ratanlal Dangi to take
stern action against
miscreants and goons
in the city in view of
upcoming elections.
According to the infor-
mation available,
Raipur police conduct-
ed surprise raids at 17
locations. A large num-
ber of jawans along
with 6 CSPs and 12
SHOs were put on duty
to conduct raid. More
than 100 miscreants,
goons and anti-social el-
ements were caught in
the raid.

Police raid in outer colonies
of Raipur in early hours

More than 100 
miscreants caught

RRaaiippuurr,,  AAuugg  0011:: CAIT  National
Senior Vice President Amar
Parwani, chairman Mangelal
Maloo, Amar Gidwani, State
President Jitendra Doshi,
States Working President
Vikram Singh Deo, Parmanand
Jain, Vashu Makhija, State
General Secretary, Suriender
Singh, State Working General
Secretary Bharat Jain and
State Treasurer Ajay Agrawal
informed that the Union
Ministry of Health has issued a
circular regarding the ill
effects of cooking in aluminum
utensils and this circular has
been sent to the Union Ministry
of Education with the intention
to discourage the use of alu-
minum utensils in their mid-
day meal schemes across
India. Keeping in view the
adverse impact of this circular
on the country’s aluminum

trade and its far-reaching con-
sequences on Alluminium
trade, the Confederation of All
India Traders (CAIT) and the All
India Aluminum Utensils
Manufacturers Association has
urged Union Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya and Union
Health Secretary, Rajesh
Bhushan to withdraw the said
order. Questioning the justifi-
cation of this circular, the CAIT
has also sought an appoint-
ment with Mr. Mandaviya and
Rajesh Bhushan to discuss the
issue in detail with CAIT and
trade leaders of alluminium
trade. CAIT National Vice
President Mr. Amar Parwani  &
State President Mr. Jitendra
Doshi  informed that  CAIT and
All India Aluminum Utensils
Manufacturers Association
said that the government’s
order will have a huge adverse

impact on the aluminum uten-
sils industry. They said that on
the one hand pressure cookers
and other utensils made of alu-
minum have been brought
under the ambit of BIS and
therefore it is difficult to
understand as to how the use
of aluminum utensils became
harmful only for mid day meal.
A large population of the coun-
try still uses these utensils
because of their cheap in
prices. Not everyone in the
country can use stainless steel
or crockery, so banning the use
of these utensils is not justi-
fied. They also said that today
there is a ban on utensils used
for mid-day meal, so tomorrow
the same ban may be imposed
on all types of aluminum uten-
sils as well. There was no con-
sultation with the stakeholders
in this regard.

CAIT seek withdrawal of order banning use of aluminum
utensils in mid day meal: Amar Parwani
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Raipur, Aug 01: National
Institute of Technology
Raipur collaborated with
Rajiv Gandhi National
Institute of Intellectual
Property Management
(RGNIIPM), Government
of India, Nagpur and or-
ganized an online work-
shop on Intellectual
Property Rights: Patents
and Design filing on 27th
July 2023 in accordance
with the National
Intellectual Property
Awareness Mission
(NIPAM). Dr. N. V. Ramana
Rao, Director, NIT Raipur
was the Chief Patron and
Dr. P. Diwan, Dean
(Research & Consultancy)
was the Patron for the
workshop. Dr. Subhojit
Ghosh,Associate Professor,

Department of Electrical
Engineering, In-charge,
IPR Cell, Dr. Lata
Upadhyay, Head,
Department of
Biotechnology, and Dr.
Awanish Kumar, Associate
Professor, Department of
Biotechnology were the
members of the organiz-
ing committee. The work-
shop was coordinated by
Dr. Chinmaya Mahapatra,
Assistant Professor,
Department of

Biotechnology. The objec-
tive of this workshop was
to impart knowledge of
Intellectual Property
Rights that have been
widely acknowledged and
recognized in the past few
years in the country.

The program started
with an inaugural by Dr.
Chinmaya Mahapatra fol-
lowed by workshop ses-
sions by Mrs. Pooja Vishal
Maulikar, Resource
Person & Examiner of

Patents and Designs,
RGNIIPM. The workshop
was attended by 184 par-
ticipants and various top-
ics regarding intellectual
property rights such as
safeguarding of IP, uses of
IPR to students, patent
types, patent specifica-
tions, documents and
patent filing, online patent
filing procedure, require-
ment for design patent,
different types of intellec-
tual properties and trade-
marks  were covered. In
the Q&A session, Mrs.
Pooja Vishal Maulikar, ad-
dressed several queries re-
lated to AI in patent, de-
sign and trademark,
patenting of AI tool out-
put like ChatGPT, solu-
tions of questions in
mathematics, AI and ben-
efits, utility versus design
patent and patents of de-
signed drugs. The work-
shop concluded successful-
ly with a valedictory ses-
sion by Dr. Lata Upadhyay.

NIT Raipur organizes a workshop 
On Intellectual
Property Rights:
Patents and Design
Filing

Raipur, Aug 01: AIICC
Secretary and MLA Vikas
Upadhyay spearheaded a
compelling protest here,
denouncing the BJP-led
Central government’s dis-
regard for the surging in-
flation city area here on
Sunday. Gas cylinders,
tomatoes, and green veg-
etables were meticulously
arranged, symbolizing the
public’s distress.

Known for his active en-
gagement with local is-
sues, MLA Vikas
Upadhyay’s protest res-
onated with people, com-
pelling them to reflect on
the dire situation at hand.
The demonstration, titled

“Speaking about Inflation
with the Public,” wit-
nessed numerous
Congress members dis-
playing placards bearing
slogans on inflation.

The stark imagery, in-
cluding living individuals
atop gas cylinders, evoked
post-mortem rituals,
smoke, burning wood, and
a person lying on a
deathbed draped in a
white shroud with a gar-
land, painted a vivid pic-

ture of the harsh reality
faced by families amid in-
flation. The objective was
clear â “ to bring the peo-
ple’s voices, the ground re-
alities of inflation, the
challenges of rising
prices, and the struggle to
afford essentials, to the at-
tention of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and BJP
leaders. Vikas Upadhyay
passionately criticized the
Prime Minister’s lack of
concern for the people’s

grievances, accusing the
government of authoritar-
ianism and self-serving
policies. He questioned the
impact of the “Make in
India” and “Achhe Din”
slogans, stating that they
have only exacerbated the
hardships faced by the
populace. With vegetables
priced exorbitantly, in-
cluding tomatoes selling at
200 rupees per kilogram,
and women struggling to
get gas cylinder refills de-
spite having 1200 cylin-
ders, households are grap-
pling with the burden of
inflation. Women have
been forced to resort to
cooking meals on wood
stoves due to the escalat-
ing costs.

Through this powerful
protest, Vikas Upadhyay
seeks to make the govern-
ment accountable and ad-
dress the pressing con-
cerns of the people affect-
ed by the escalating infla-
tion under the ruling BJP
government.

Upadhyay leads protest against soaring inflation
Exposes BJP
Government’s 
negligence

Symbolic represen-
tation of public
anguish sends 
powerful message

Raipur, Aug 01: Indian
Institute of Management
(IIM) Raipur and Digital
Health Academy to com-
mence the second batch of
the Post Graduate
Certificate Programme in
Digital Health (PGCPDH)
and Diploma Programme
in Digital Health (DPDH).
It is a significant step in
advancing the digital
health landscape in India.
The programmes aim to
develop future leaders
who will drive the digital
health revolution in the
country, bridging the gap
between healthcare and
technology. Here are some
key details about the pro-
grammes:

Programme Objective:
The PGCPDH and DPDH
programmes are designed
to provide a comprehen-
sive understanding of the

intersection of healthcare
and technology.
Participants will gain in-
sights into various aspects
of digital health, includ-
ing telemedicine, data an-
alytics, digital health poli-
cies, and entrepreneur-
ship. Duration: The
PGCPDH and DPDH is a
year-long programme,
providing participants
with a thorough and in-
depth learning experi-
ence. The curriculum in-
cludes online classes, in-
teractive sessions, live dis-
cussions, and case studies,
enabling participants to
grasp the intricacies of
digital health. Personal
Immersion Programme:
As part of the PGCPDH
and DPDH, participants
will have the opportunity
to attend a three-day per-
sonal immersion pro-
gramme at IIM Raipur.
This on-campus experi-
ence will offer hands-on
learning and networking
opportunities.

Certification: Upon suc-
cessful completion of the

programme, participants
will be awarded a Post
Graduate Certificate in
Digital Health and
Diploma Certificate in
Digital Health jointly from
IIM Raipur and Digital
Health Academy, New
Delhi.

Application Process:
The registration for the
programme commenced
on 15th July 2023. Early
applications are accepted
until 25th August 2023,
and the final deadline for
applications is 25th
September 2023.

The PGCPDH and
DPDH programmes hold
immense potential in
equipping professionals
with the necessary knowl-
edge and skills to excel in
the rapidly evolving field
of digital health in India.
As the demand for digital
health solutions and inno-
vations continues to grow,
these programmes will
empower future leaders to
drive positive change and
transformation in the
healthcare sector.

IIM Raipur and DHA Delhi proudly announce
commencement of Batch-II 

For India’s premier
PG & Diploma
Certificate Prog in
Digital Health Raipur, Aug 01: The

Deeksharmabh 2023-24
takes place between
August 1 to 4 in which ex-
perience will share by the
different expertise of their
particular field to the stu-
dents and the motivational
speech given by the expert-
ise to encourage the educa-
tional phenomena of the
students of the university.
Along with it orientation
program by faculties for
students and interaction
with new students a part of
the four days session.

In the Inaugural func-
tion, the distinguished
guests were Prof. G.D
Sharma, President of
Association of Indian
Universities (AIU), Dr. G.N
Singh, Advisor to the Chief
Minister of the Uttar
Pradesh & Former Drug
Controller of India and
Kishore Mohte, Chairman
of Bhakti Sagar Chanel.

Along with them Anant
Shri Vibhushit Shri Ravi
Shankar Ji Maharaj, the
Chancellor of the
University and Dr. Sanjay
Maheshwari, Medical
Director Head MP Birla
Group of Hospitals Satna
were also share their pleas-
ant views with students of
the University.

The Program started
with the lighting of the
lamp and the state song. In
the welcome address, Mr.
Harsh Gautam, the Pro-
Chancellor of the
University warmly wel-
comed all the guests at
SRU, which is also the con-
fluence of Spirituality,
Education and Service. In
addition, he said Today’s
current education system
should not be limited to
studies only, so the basic
objective of SRU is the self-
development of the stu-
dents not only providing

information and knowl-
edge.

Dr. Sanjay Maheshwari
shared his experience with
the students and inspired
them, he appreciated the
goal of Gurudev Maharaj
Shri for the university, and
he told the students that
you have to walk fast ac-
cording to technology be-
cause every minute there
is technology. At the same
time, he gave an inspira-
tional address, which
showed a lot of enthusi-
asm among the students.

By giving the great per-
spective of the slogan of
the University, Dr. G. N.
Singh asserted that the
“Truth, Knowledge &
Infinity” explained the
great vision of the founder
of the University for the
faithful future of the stu-
dents of the SRU. He also
shares the best wishes of
the Chief Minister of

Uttar Pradesh Yogi
Adityanath, whom known
about Sadguru greatness.
He also said that India’s ed-
ucation system is chang-
ing, the whole world is
looking towards India and
in the field of education,
the new education policy
has changed the entire ed-
ucation system, which the
people of India have
woken up.

Prof. G. D. Sharma ex-
pressed gratitude to the
university for being pres-
ent in the initiation pro-
gram, he discussed about
all the great people sitting
on the stage. He said that
in today’s program, on the
first day of this unique ini-
tiation, the blessings of the
great personalities of the
region are being given
here; nectar is raining in
Shri Rawatpura
Government University in
Amrit Kaal.

Kishore Mohte said that
the people of the place
where you have come are
thinking very well about
your future, as per
Gurudev’s vision, the
preparation for how to
take you forward in your
university is very good.

Sadhguru Ravi Shankar
Maharaj Shri asserted that
the place where students
are sitting is the temple of
education where their par-
ents have sent to study
hard, play and think well.
If students think well then
they themselves will be-
come a good person. This
is the temple where a per-
son can go forward himself
and place of every field of
art such as Engineer,
Medical, and Commerce
and so on.

Prof S.K Singh, the vice
chancellor of the varsity,
shares the brief important
status and the milestones
of the University from its
foundation day. The vote of
thanks was proposed by
Dr. Gaurav Sharma, the
Registrar of the University
and warm welcome of the
new students of the varsi-
ty for their great future.

Inaugural function of Deeksharambh 2023-24 held in SRU
Chancellor of the
University inaugurates
Digital verification of
Degree and Mark sheet
by QR Code

Raipur, Jul 31: Chief
Minister Mr. Bhupesh
Baghel’s initiative, the
Swami Atmanand
Government Excellent
English and Hindi
Medium School, has
emerged as a successful
model of “Quality
Education at Zero Cost.”
Children are receiving a
quality education with-
out any fees, resulting in
substantial savings for
families.

The parents of these
120,778 children have
saved Rs 210.54 crore by
enrolling them in the
SAGES schools instead

of spending on fees in
private schools.

This move has alleviat-
ed the financial burden
on families belonging to
the poor and lower mid-
dle class, who had to
forgo private schools due
to high fees.

The government-run
schools have provided
them with an excellent
alternative.

Swami Atmanand
Government Excellent
English- and Hindi-
medium schools have

surpassed private
schools in infrastructure
and quality education.

The state government
is continuously evaluat-
ing the scheme’s
progress to ensure its ef-
fectiveness.

The assessment re-
vealed that high fees at
private schools made it
impossible for poor and
middle-class families to
enroll their children
there, and if these par-
ents had enrolled their
children in private

schools, they would have
paid around Rs 210 crore
in fees.

However, state govern-
ment schools have be-
come a vital support for
these families, which are
offering their children
quality education with-
out any cost. Families of
96,226 students studying
in Swami Atmanand
Excellent English medi-
um schools saved around
Rs. 180.74 crore, while
families of 24,552 stu-
dents studying in Swami
Atmanand Excellent
Hindi medium schools
saved approximately Rs.
79 crore.

The state government
currently operates 727
Swami Atmanand
Government Excellent
English and Hindi medi-
um schools, proving to
be a cost-effective option
for providing quality ed-
ucation to many stu-
dents.

Families of 1.2 lakh students save Rs 210 crore
by enrolling their children in SAGES schools

Action of Raipur police
against addiction

RRaaiippuurr,,  AAuugg  0011::  Police in the
capital Raipur is running a
“Hello Zindagi” drive for
awareness against drug addic-
tion. Action has been taken
against those indulging in illic-
it liquor trade. The police have
arrested a total of seven per-
sons for allegedly selling illicit
liquor. The drive against illicit
drug trade is being run under
the leadership of SSP Prashant
Agrawal. On July 30, the police
team of Kharora and
Dharsinwa police stations
arrested a total of 7 persons for
allegedly selling illicit liquor. A
total of 196 quarter of country
liquor has been seized from
their possession. The value of
the seized liquor has been esti-
mated at Rs 49,000. Illicit
liquor traders arrested by the
police are 23 years old Rupesh
Chelak and 23 years old Ajay
Kumar, 24 years old Gajendra
Verma, 62-year-old Kejuram
Dhiwar, 33-year-old Ishwar
Markam and 38-year-old Sushil
Markam (all residents of
Kharora) and Ravi Patela (40),
resident of Gidhouri under
Dharseva Police Station
Raipur.

Swami Atmanand
Government
Excellent English and
Hindi Medium School:
an emerging model of
‘Quality Education at
Zero Cost’

Konta/Sukma, Aug 01:
Sukma Collector Haris S.
under the Roka-Chheka
campaign, the field staff of
the Livestock
Development Department
is taking action to remove
stray cattle from the main
roads. In order to reduce
road accidents on National
Highway 30, stray cattle
standing near the roads
are being caught and
taken to Gauthans and
other safe places in the
urban bodies through cow
catcher vehicles. Along
with this, radium belts are
being applied around the
necks of nomadic cattle
and radium strips in their
horns under the Roka-
Chheka campaign to pre-
vent loss of lives and ani-
mals.

Deputy Director of
Livestock Development
Department - Dr S
Zaheeruddin told that a
team of veterinarians and

assistants has been
formed to put radium belts
and radium bands on the
horns and ear tags of the
roaming animals so that
the drivers can see the cat-
tle sitting on the roads at
night.

This team, with the help
of the municipality em-
ployees, is taking action
every day on national
highways and square-in-
tersections by catching
cattle and buffaloes and
tagging them in their ears,
radium belts around their
necks and radium strips in
their horns.

Along with this, by iden-
tifying the owner of the
animal through the tag at-
tached in the ear of the an-
imal, advice is being given
not to leave the animal
open on the road and the
negligent animal herders
are also being punished.
The Deputy Director has
appealed to the cattle
herders of the district not
to leave the cattle loose on
the roads and to save lives
and livestock from damage
by cooperating with the
team in putting radium
strips and tags around
their necks.

Radium strip being applied to cattle 
Under Roka Chheka
campaign

Raipur, Aug 01:
Chhattisgarh Mineral
Development Corporation,
Chairman, Mr. Girish

Dewangan met Chief
Minister Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel at
his residence office. It
is worth mentioning
that along with his
current responsibili-
ties, Mr. Dewangan
has been nominated
as the coordinator for
state-level operation,
implementation and
monitoring of ‘Rajiv
Yuva Mitan Club

Yojana’. The Chief
Minister congratulated
Mr. Dewangan for his new
responsibilities.

Courtesy meeting of
Chairman of CMDC with CM

Konta, Aug 01: After per-
forming Haj from the land
of Arabia, the Haj pil-
grims reached their home-
land India. Those from
Sukma returned after per-
forming Haj after 39 days
to Sukma district of
Chhattisgarh state. This
time for Haj year 2023,
only two people from
Sukma district had gone to
Mecca-Madina to perform
Haj. As soon as the people
of the district came to

know that he is coming to
Sukma after performing
Haj, people gathered at
Konta Road Ruhani
Ashram Sukma and wait-
ed for his arrival. Former
Sadar of Anjuman Islamia
Committee Janab Haji

Mohammad Hanif and his
wife Shahnaz Begum
along with Muslim com-
munity and people’s repre-
sentatives Manish
Kunjam, former MLA of
Konta Legislative
Assembly, youth president
of Sukma District
Panchayat Harish Kawasi,
Sukma Municipal Council
President Raju Sahu,
Nagar  Municipality Vice
President Ayesha
Hussain, Mahesh Kunjam,
Manoj Elder Men,
Hussain, as well as the
people of Sukma Sahar
also warmly welcomed
and congratulated the
Hajis.

Haj pilgrims accorded grand welcome
On their return by the
society and people’s
representatives 

Raipur, Aug 01:
The retired Chief
Engineer (C&A) of
C h h a t t i s g a r h
State Power
G e n e r a t i o n
Company (CSPG-
CL) Ajay Kumar
Sinha was bid
touching farewell
at company’s head
office here on
Tuesday. In this
farewell pro-
gramme, MD CSPDCL
Manoj Khare and MD
CSPGCL SK Katiyar hon-
oured him by presenting
him with a certificate and
memento. Both the MDs

hailed the excellent work-
ing system of Sinha and
his cordial behaviour with
all.

On this occasion CE
Sinha shared his experi-

ence and passed
on the credit of
his success to
team-work and
expressed grati-
tude towards all
the officers and
employees dur-
ing his term in
the office.

In the same
way in other pro-
grammes, CSPG-
CL Asst.

Manager (Finance Deptt)
B Venkat Rao, HR’s Sub-
Divisional Officer from
CSPGCL Lochanprasad
Nayak was also bid touch-
ing farewell.

CE Sinha of CSPGCL bid touching farewell
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Bilaspur, Aug 01:

The Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, arrived
at the venue for the Bhent-
Mulakat programme on
Tuesday and he com-
menced the programme
by garlanding and lighting
an earthen lamp before
the image of Chhattisgarh
Mahatari and by singing
the state song.

Sports and Youth
Welfare Minister, Umesh
Patel, Parliamentary
Secretary, Rashmi Singh,
MLA Bilaspur, Shailesh
Pandey, MLA
Dharamjaigarh, Laljit
Singh Rathia, Mayor
Ramsharan Yadav and
Chairman of Tourism
Development Board Atal
Srivastava weer present
on the occasion.

In the Bhent-Mulakat
with Youth, at Bahtarai
Stadium, Bilaspur
District, the Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
discussed “How the new
Chhattisgarh of dreams
should be?” A young poet,

Kavita Sharma, from
Korba district, expressed
her views on the subject.

She said, “I was born in
the land of Chhattisgarh
Mahatari. We perform tra-
ditional dances like Sua
Daddaria, and we savour
traditional delicacies like
Bore Basi.”

The state is advancing
on the path of develop-
ment through the imple-
mentation of various ben-
eficial schemes, including
Rural Industrial Parks,
Rajiv Gandhi Kisan NYAY
Yojana, Godhan NYAY
Yojana, Mukhyamantri
Suposhan Abhiyan,
Mahatari Jatan Yojana,
and Ram Van Gaman
Path.

A youth from
Sarangarh said,
“Chhattisgarh is a state
where there is a sense of
coexistence and equality
among all religions, which
is an important aspect of
national unity. Many great
personalities were born
here.”

Kaka (referring to Chief
Minister) has promoted
the culture of
Chhattisgarh. We, the
youth of Chhattisgarh,
are the pride and glory of
this land. Chief Minister
has implemented numer-
ous schemes for the devel-
opment of various sec-
tions of society. We, the

youth, have to walk on the
paths shown by him and
work towards turning our
dreams into reality, and
building a state of our
dreams.

Student Priyanshu
Dubey from Science
College, Bilaspur, spoke
about the schemes
brought by the Chief

Minister for the state’s de-
velopment in his speech.

The young generation
can build a new and re-
silient Chhattisgarh.
Chhattisgarh state has a
unique identity in the
world.

Chhattisgarh’s youth
will seek solutions to
every problem. Chief

Minister stands in sup-
port of the youth.

The glow on my face is
the result of the blessings
from the 3 crore people of
Chhattisgarh.

Sangram from Raigarh
asked the Chief Minister,
“What is the secret behind
the glow on your face?”

In response, Chief

Minister Bhupesh Baghel
chuckled and replied, “It
is the blessings of the 3
crore people of
Chhattisgarh.”

A student from Mungeli
district said, “I am a BCA
student, and there aren’t
many options in the IT
sector in our state. Will
anything be done to ad-

dress this in the future?”
In response, the Chief

Minister stated, “In the
state, we have  IIIT.
Additionally, we are mak-
ing efforts, like MoU with
Tata, to create new job op-
portunities.”

A student from
Sarangarh expressed grat-
itude for the creation of a
new district under the
Chief Minister’s leader-
ship. She thanked him for
making Sarangarh a sepa-
rate district.

The student mentioned
that there is no post-grad-
uation course available at
Lochan Prasad Pandey
College. In response, the
Chief Minister assured
her that with the forma-
tion of the new district,
post-graduation courses
will be introduced, includ-
ing Botany as a subject.

Anoop Das from Korba
district demanded the cre-
ation of vacancies at the
Agriculture University. He
requested the Chief
Minister to create vacan-
cies for RAEO posts.

In response, Chief
Minister mentioned that
the decision to create the
posts will be made with
the department’s ap-
proval.

A student from Bilaspur
made a request to Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
to establish a hostel for the

preparation of CGPSC
(Chhattisgarh Public
Service Commission)
specifically for tribal stu-
dents from remote areas.

During the interaction,
Chief Minister appreciat-
ed the student’s sugges-
tion and expressed his
willingness to consider
starting such hostels from
the next academic session.

A student from Gaurela-
Pendra-Marwahi initiated
the conversation with a
greeting of “Ram-Ram.”
He informed the Chief
Minister that the an-
nouncement of a PG col-
lege in GPM was made
and it is now successfully
established. The student
then requested the open-
ing of an English medium
college.

Upon hearing this, the
Chief Minister replied
that the state government
has already opened ten
colleges and will continue
to open more in the future.

Glow on my face is the
result of blessings from
the 3 cr people: CM

Sangram from Raigarh
asked the Chief Minister,
“What is the secret behind
the glow on your face?”

In response, Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
chuckled and replied, “It
is the blessings of the 3
crore people of
Chhattisgarh.”

CM hold talks with youths of Bilaspur region
 On ‘How the new

Ch’garh of their
dreams should be?’

 Bhent-Mulakat with
Youth: Bahtarai
Stadium, Bilaspur

Late Jogi fulfilled our demand in 8 days: CM
Darshni Ratrey, a final-year student at Hasaud College of
Shakti said, “I am a college student, and in everyone’s col-
lege life, there is some story or the other. So, I want to ask
the Chief Minister about a story related to his college life.”
Once upon a time, when Late Shri Ajit Jogi was the Collector
and Bhupesh Baghel was a student and on this CM shared
that, “We studied mathematics at Science College. Once,
there were no fans in the hostel, and we demanded that fans
be installed in all three hostels. Ajit Jogiji was the Collector
at that time, and he came and listened to our request. Within
8 days, our demand was fulfilled.”

Youth Bharti Devangan from
Janjgir-Champa district said, “I
am a final year student of B.Sc.
She informed Chief Minister
that he has taken important
steps for the education of girl
students. She mentioned that
Girls College in Janjgir is the
only college, and there is a
shortage of rooms there.Chief Minister took note of the num-
ber of students and the information about the shortage of
rooms and instructed the Collector to construct four more
rooms. Along with this, the Chief Minister also announced that
the sessions for Physics and Zoology will start soon.”

Mungeli, Aug 01:

An exemplary act of un-
wavering dedication to
community service was
witnessed at the Dr.
Shyama Prasad
Mukherjee Stadium
Complex in the district
headquarters as vital sup-
plies were provided to fa-
cilitate the education of
hearing and speech im-
paired children at the
Special Residential School.
The district administra-
tion and private organiza-
tions collaborated to en-
sure the school’s students
received the necessary
support. Collector Rahul
Dev and Superintendent of
Police Chandra Mohan

Singh graced the occasion
with their presence, en-
gaging with the students,
boosting their spirits, and
offering flower garlands.

Addressing the gather-
ing, the Collector empha-
sized the establishment of
a Special Residential
School in the district head-
quarters under the aus-
pices of the Social Welfare
Department. This institu-
tion aims to empower all
hearing and speech im-
paired children with edu-
cation and the ability to
shape their own futures.
He stressed the impor-
tance of assisting those
who cannot speak, hear, or
face unique challenges
due to disabilities. Serving

the differently-abled
stands as a paramount
duty, transcending all
other noble tasks. The
Collector lauded those
supporting the expansion
of facilities at the Special
Residential School and
urged others to join in this
virtuous endeavour.

The Superintendent of
Police highlighted the im-
mense struggles faced by
the differently-abled in

their daily lives. They
strive for things that many
take for granted. Despite
misconceptions, the differ-
ently-abled possess unique
talents and potential for a
promising future. With
proper guidance, they can
achieve great feats. Mrs.
Mamta Mishra, heading
the school’s administra-
tion, shared her 37-year
journey in educating hear-
ing and speech impaired
children. The organization
is actively engaged in mul-
tiple locations nationwide,
having educated over 6,000
children, with over 200
now employed in govern-
ment services.

Currently, the Special
Residential School in the

district headquarters pro-
vides education to 19 chil-
dren under the care of spe-
cialized teachers.
Furnished with tables,
chairs, ceiling fans, bunk
beds, mattresses, pillows,
sports equipment, televi-
sions, and washing ma-
chines, the school receives
support from the district
administration and
Amplus KN Solar Private
Limited. The event saw the
presence of representa-
tives from various depart-
ments, including Social
Welfare and Education,
alongside media personnel
and members of the
Women’s Awareness
Service, further enhanc-
ing its significance.

Collector commends dedication to serving the differently-abled
 Essential supplies

bolster education
at hearing and
speech impaired
residential school

Khairagarh, Aug 01: The
first meeting of
Agriculture Environment
Samiti under the chair-
manship of Collector
Gopal Verma was held last
on Friday. In the meeting
the matter concerning
proper implementation of
crop insurance for Khariff
crop and related to agri-
culture was put forth.

In this meeting, the
Collector Verma directed

the officers from the agri-
culture department and
Banks that the farmers of
the region should get full
benefits of the crop insur-
ance. He further said that
by passing on the informa-
tion to the farmers, it is re-
sponsibility of all to moti-
vate and extend assis-
tance. In this regard, the
Banks will remain open
even on Holidays. Dy.
Director Agriculture

Rajkumar Solanki in-
formed that to get the crop
insurance done for Khariff
crop, the state government
has issued notification
and under which they can
get their crops insured
and the last date for it was
July 31. In the meeting it
was informed that it is
under a scheme the premi-
um deduction be done and
farmers entry into the
entry portal be done be-

fore the last date. To pro-
vide facility of insurance
to farmers, the Samiti
have kept their offices
opened even during holi-
days. On this occasion the
farmers were apprised
about the problems they
may face if they do not get
the crop insurance done
and Bisesar Das Sahu gave
suggestions to the farmers
to get constant inspection
done after the crop insur-
ance under the Scheme. In
this meeting, agriculture
representative Biseshar
Das Sahu and officers
from the agriculture, rev-
enue, Bank, horticulture,
co-operative and
Insurance company were
present.

Ensure that farmers get full benefit
of crop insurance: Collector

Jagdalpur, Aug 01:

In a bid to raise aware-
ness about the Electronic
Voting Machine (EVM)
and Voter Verified Paper
Audit Trail (VVPAT) ma-
chines ahead of the
Vidhansabha elections
2023, a voter awareness
camp is being conducted
in the district. The initia-
tive, spearheaded by
Collector and District
Election Officer Vijay
Dayaram K., aims to en-
sure 100 percent voter par-
ticipation in the upcom-
ing elections.

As part of the cam-
paign, mobile demonstra-
tion vans have been de-
ployed to educate vil-
lagers and students about
the functioning of EVMs
and VVPAT machines.
Through interactive
demonstrations, partici-
pants gain a better under-
standing of how the vot-
ing machines operate.
Symbolic votes are also
being cast to further en-

gage the participants and
encourage active involve-
ment in the democratic
process.

The voter awareness
campaign covers all
polling stations, markets,
schools, and colleges
across the three
Vidhansabhas in the dis-
trict. In addition to the
mobile vans, an
Electronic Voting
Machine Demonstration

Center has been estab-
lished at the Collectorate
and all Sub-Divisional
Officer Revenue Offices,
providing further infor-
mation about the voting
process to voters.

The initiative comes in
response to the Election
Commission’s directives,
as Collector Vijay
Dayaram had earlier
flagged off three mobile
demonstration vans in
July to promote aware-
ness about EVM and
VVPAT machines.
Information about EVMs
and VVPAT machines is
being given to voters
through vans in all
polling stations, haat
bazars, schools and col-
leges.

JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  AAuugg  0011::

Kotwali police apprehended an
individual involved in operating
an illegal online gambling and
betting racket through
WhatsApp chat on mobile in
the city. Acting on a tip-off, a
dedicated team was formed to

investigate the matter, leading
to the identification of a bookie
in the Lalbagh Amaguda area
of Jagdalpur. Following the
confirmation of online betting
activities, a raid was conduct-
ed, resulting in the arrest of the
accused. The individual was
identified as Ghanshyam Nag,

and his mobile phone was
seized during the operation.
The investigators found incrim-
inating evidence in the form of
WhatsApp chats detailing bets
placed on online numbers.
The confiscated mobile phone
revealed a record of satta num-
bers associated with the illegal
gambling operation.
Additionally, the authorities
seized Rs. 5000 in cash from
the possession of the accused.
The case against Ghanshyam
Nag was registered under sec-
tions 6(a) and 7(1) of the
Gambling (Prohibition) Act at
the Kotwali Police Station, ini-
tiating further investigation
into the matter. The accused,
Ghanshyam Nag, has been
arrested and subsequently
sent on judicial remand. 

Bookie arrested for running online gambling via mobile

Villagers and students cast symbolic
votes in voter awareness camp

 EVM and VVPAT
awareness through
mobile demo van

SSaallhheewwaarraa,,  AAuugg  0011:: The Forest
department organised ‘Van
Mahotsav’ in Gram Kallepani,
dependent upon the Gram
Panchayat Chobhar here on
Saturday. Duringi this the vil-
lagers were informed about the
importance of forest and an
appeal was made for its conser-
vation and protection.  The Chief
Guest of the programme was
Sarpanch Gram Panchayat
Samundapani Amar Singh
Markam, and Joint Forest
Management Committee
President Dashru Ram Gond;

Head Master Primary School
Kallepani HK Markam were
present. During this the guests
planted saplings in the School
premises in the presence of stu-
dents and also distributed fruit-
bearing and shaded tree
saplings to the villagers in order
to promote plantation. On this
occasion from Forest depart-
ment- Anand Yadav, Hemant
Pandey, Sudhir Yadav, Ramlal
Netam, Dilip Sahu, Kaushal
Kuldeep, Shiv Kanwar, Devendra
Rajput, Ramakant Sonwani and
others were present.

Saplings planted on 
occasion of ‘Van Mahotsav’
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Friends are the pillars of
support, the keepers of se-
crets, and the ones who

bring laughter into our
lives. To honor the pro-
found impact of
friendship, we cele-
brate International
Friendship Day on
July 30th every
year. This special
occasion serves
as a reminder of
the cherished
bonds that make
our lives richer
and brighter. Our
best friends are the
ones who stand by us
through thick and thin,
making the world a better
place to navigate.

Though recognized by the
United Nations, the date of
Friendship Day varies across
countries. Countries like India,
Bangladesh, UAE, Malaysia, and
the US celebrate it on the first
Sunday of August. For them,
Friendship Day falls on August
6th this year. Regardless of the
specific date, the essence remains
the same – to appreciate and
cherish the friends who make
our lives worthwhile.

The history of International
Friendship Day traces back to
2011 when the United Nations
General Assembly (UNGA) offi-

cial-
ly ac-
knowledged its signifi-
cance. The primary idea behind
this observance is to recognize
the power of friendship in foster-
ing understanding and unity
among individuals, communi-
ties, and nations. Friendship has
the potential to build bridges and
inspire the next generation of
leaders who can work towards
creating a world that values di-
versity and promotes global har-
mony.

In a world where human rights

abu s -
es, poverty,

and various challenges
continue to persist, International
Friendship Day serves as a call to
action. By nurturing strong
bonds of trust and camaraderie,
we can collectively strive to eradi-
cate factors that threaten peace
and development. This initiative
aligns with UNESCO's proposal
for a culture of peace, which en-
compasses a set of values, behav-
iors, and attitudes that reject vio-
lence and address the root causes
of conflicts.

On this day, people engage in
various activities to celebrate

friendship. They exchange
heartfelt messages, share

gifts, and spend quality
time with their closest

companions. Social
media platforms are
abuzz with friend-
ship-themed posts,
where people ex-
press gratitude for
their friends' un-
wavering support.

In a fast-paced
world where connec-

tions are made and
lost in the blink of an

eye, Friendship Day re-
minds us to cherish and

nurture the friendships that
stand the test of time. Whether
we've known our friends for
years or just a short while, their
presence adds warmth and
meaning to our lives.

So, on this International
Friendship Day, let's take a mo-
ment to reach out to our friends,
near and far, and let them know
how much they mean to us. In
celebrating this day, we not only
honor the bonds we share but
also reiterate our commitment to
creating a world filled with com-
passion, understanding, and last-
ing friendships. Because, after
all, life is brighter when we have
friends by our side.

International Friendship Day 2023:
Celebrating Bonds That Make Life Brighter

The Parkachik
Glacier in Ladakh, a
significant part of

the Southern Zanskar
Ranges in the western
Himalayas, is experiencing
accelerated melting, rais-
ing concerns about the po-
tential formation of three
glacial lakes. Researchers
from the Wadia Institute of
Himalayan Geology in
Dehradun warn that these
lakes could become a
source of glacial lake out-
burst floods in the
Himalayan region.

Using satellite data to
analyze the glacier's gla-
cial retreat from 1971 to
2021, the scientists discov-
ered that the yearly melt-
ing rate between 1999 and
2021 was six times faster

than that observed from
1971 to 1999. The study, pub-
lished in the Annals of
Glaciology, attributes this
accelerated glacial retreat
to ongoing climate warm-
ing, which induces surface
morphological and geolog-
ical changes to glaciers.

As glaciers rapidly re-
treat and undergo surface
morphological changes,
they can create new glacial
lakes or expand existing
ones, ultimately leading to
glacial lake outburst
floods. The formation of
glacial lakes occurs when a
glacier erodes the land and
then melts, causing the de-
pression created by the gla-
cier to fill with water.

The researchers identi-
fied three potential sites

for glacial lake formation
at different elevations on
the Parkachik Glacier. The
estimated lake area for
each of these lakes could
range from 43 to 270
hectares. However, the ex-
pansion and reduction of
these lakes are contingent
on the dynamic behavior
of the glacier. Notably, the
study observed a slowing
down of the glacier's sur-
face ice velocity, resulting
in an increase of debris
cover on the glacier sur-
face, particularly in the ab-
lation zone. These findings
further underscore the
complex interplay between
climate warming, glacial
dynamics, and the poten-
tial for glacial lake forma-
tion and expansion.

Melting of Ladakh glacier
could form three glacial lakes

According to a study
published in the
journal JAMA

Oncology, engaging in
short bursts of intense ex-
ercise for just 4-5 minutes
daily can significantly
lower the risk of certain
cancers by up to 32 per
cent. Researchers from the
University of Sydney used
data from wearable devices
to track the daily activity of
over 22,000 individuals who
were not regular exercis-
ers. Following their clinical
health records for nearly
seven years, the re-
searchers found that even
small amounts of vigorous
intermittent lifestyle phys-
ical activity (VILPA) were
associated with a reduced
cancer risk compared to
those who did not engage
in such activity.

VILPA includes short
bursts of intense activity,
such as vigorous house-
work, carrying heavy shop-
ping, power walking, or
playing high-energy

games. The study focused
on adults who do not exer-
cise regularly and are at an
increased risk of develop-
ing certain cancers like
breast, endometrial, or
colon cancer. Until now, the
impact of less structured
forms of intense physical
activity on cancer risk was
challenging to measure,
but wearable technology
like activity trackers has
made it possible.

Lead author Professor
Emmanuel Stamatakis em-
phasized the remarkable
results, stating that in-
creasing the intensity of
daily tasks for just four to
five minutes in short
bursts of around one
minute each can reduce
overall cancer risk by up to
18 per cent. For cancer
types associated with phys-
ical activity, the reduction
can be as high as 32 per
cent. The study involved
22,398 participants, averag-
ing 62 years old, who did
not exercise during their

leisure time. Over the aver-
age follow-up of 6.7 years,
2,356 new cancer events
(1,084 related to physical ac-
tivity) were recorded.
Engaging in around 3.5
minutes of daily VILPA
was associated with an up
to 18 per cent reduction in
cancer incidence, while ap-
proximately 4.5 minutes of
daily VILPA was linked to
up to 32 per cent reduction
in physical activity-related
cancer incidence.

Although the study is
observational and does not
establish cause and effect,
the researchers noted a
strong link between VILPA
and reduced cancer risk.
They referred to early-
stage trials indicating that
intermittent vigorous
physical activity can lead
to rapid improvements in
cardio-respiratory fitness,

which may explain the
lowered cancer risk. Other
potential factors include
improved insulin sensitivi-
ty and reduced chronic in-
flammation.

Vinod Chandrashekhar  Dixit

Bank employees
have been demand-
ing for a long time

to declare 5 working days.
Bank staff currently are
working on alternating
Saturdays, which has
caused considerable con-
fusion among consumers
who need to know if it is a
working Saturday. Bank
unions have long advocat-
ed for a five-day work
week. Demand has in-
creased since LIC ap-
proved a five-day week
proposal ahead of its IPO.
The demand for a 5-day
work week first came
after the policy was im-
plemented in the Life
Insurance Corporation
(LIC) of India, in May
2021.

The demand of bank
employees’ is not unrea-
sonable because Central
Government and most
State Government offices
work only five days.
Forget Central & State

Governments, Our regu-
lator, the Reserve Bank of
India works only 5 days a
week. LIC is also working
5 days only. At the time of
deciding 2 Saturdays off
in 2015, there was an un-
derstanding that the out-
come of 2 Saturdays off
shall be analyzed and a
decision to have 5 days
banking will be taken in
the next bipartite settle-
ment.

According to bankers,
mobile banking, ATMs,
and online banking have
become the key means for
customers to access their
bank accounts over the
years. However, a subset
of customers remained
reliant on bank branches.
Banks are increasingly
transferring clients to
self-service by installing
cash deposit machines
and passbook printing de-
vices. A five-day working
week at banks may still be
some time away. While an
in-principle agreement
has been reached be-

tween the Indian Banks’
Association and public
sector bank unions, a
broader consensus will
have to be reached with
private sector banks and
cooperative banks before
this can be implemented.

At present, bank em-
ployees get off on
Sundays, and second and
fourth Saturdays. They
also get holidays on festi-
vals, and the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) pre-
pares the holiday list.
Online services, however,

remain functional on hol-
idays as well. Further,
with the advancement of
technology, most of the
transactions can be
processed without physi-
cally visiting branches.
Since 2015, the banks
have developed various
alternative delivery chan-
nels for delivery of vari-
ous services and most of
the services like, fund
transfers, bank state-
ments, cheque book re-
quests, loan applications,
cash withdrawal, transac-
tion enquiry, account
opening, life certificates
etc. are available online
without human interven-
tion.

Negotiations between
the Indian Banks’
Association (IBA) and the
United Forum of Bank
Employees have made sig-
nificant progress towards
implementing a five-day
work week for banks. The
IBA has agreed, in princi-
ple, to this proposal in ex-
change for longer work

hours. According to the
circular issued by the All
India Bank Employees
Association near the
Indian Banks’
Association, the Indian
Banks’ Association (IBA)
is considering the de-
mand of five days work-
ing in banks of bank
unions. But, instead of
this, the total working
hours will have to be in-
creased by 40 minutes per
day.

If this proposal is im-
plemented without fur-
ther delay, it would pro-
vide much-needed relief
to bank employees who
have been working six
days a week for several
years. The change in the
workweek would also
bring banks in line with
other industries that al-
ready operate on a five-
day workweek. It would
also allow bank employ-
ees to spend more time
with their families and
pursue other interests
outside of work.

When Bank employees will get Five Day work?

Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit

Ah e a r t w a r m i n g
video of a black
bear finding relief

from scorching tempera-
tures by taking a dip in a
backyard swimming pool
has taken the internet by
storm. As the United
States grapples with se-
vere heatwaves, soaring
temperatures exceeding
45 degrees Celsius have
driven this clever grizzly
to seek solace in a re-
freshing afternoon swim.
The video, shared by the
Burbank Police
Department on
Instagram, quickly cap-
tured the attention of ne-
tizens, garnering over
25,000 views and sparking
a flurry of comments.

In the viral clip, the
bear can be seen joyfully
splashing around, cool-
ing off from the swelter-
ing heat, much to the
amusement of viewers.
The police department

playfully captioned the
video, "This bear is beat-
ing the heat in Burbank!
Officers are on-scene
after the bear was spotted
in a hillside neighbor-
hood before taking a dip
to cool off." Among the
comments, one user hu-
morously suggested,
"Offer that man a beer or

something - what kind of
manners do they have in
that house?" Another
user playfully pondered
providing pools to bears
in the future due to cli-
mate changes, emphasiz-
ing the importance of
helping these magnificent
creatures cope with the
changing environment.

Bear cooling off in backyard
pool amidst US heatwave

Brief, intense 
exercise linked to

reduced cancer risk
New research from the

University of East Anglia,
UK, suggests that infants

who nap frequently may exhibit
smaller vocabularies and poorer
cognitive skills. The study explored
how children's sleep patterns influ-
ence their cognitive development
and found that some children con-
solidate information more efficient-
ly during sleep, leading them to nap
less frequently, while others with
lower vocabulary and cognitive
skills may need more naps.
Surprisingly, reducing naps for the
latter group does not seem to im-
prove brain development.

Teodora Gliga, the lead re-
searcher of the study published in
the Journal of Child Psychology
and Psychiatry (JCPP) Advances,
emphasized that parental anxiety
around their children's sleep is
common. Concerns often arise
when children deviate from expect-
ed nap patterns, either napping
more or less than anticipated for
their age. Gliga urges parents to un-
derstand that young children will
naturally nap for as long as they
need, and this should be respected.

During the study, 463 infants aged
between eight months and three
years were surveyed about their
sleep patterns, ability to focus, re-
tain information, and their vocabu-
lary. Additionally, parents provided

information about socio-economic
status, education, living environ-
ment, screen time, and outdoor ac-
tivities. Notably, none of the chil-
dren attended daycare during the
study period, minimizing distur-
bances to their natural sleep pat-
terns. The research revealed that
the structure of daytime sleep
plays a role in cognitive develop-
ment. Surprisingly, a negative asso-
ciation between nap frequency and
vocabulary was stronger in older
children. However, most parents re-

ported that their child's sleep re-
mained unaffected during the lock-
down. Still, parents from lower
socio-economic backgrounds were
more likely to report sleep worsen-
ing. The findings suggest that chil-
dren have varying sleep needs, with
some naturally dropping naps earli-
er, while others may continue to
need naps beyond three years of
age. Gliga recommends using a
child's mental age, rather than
chronological age, to gauge their
sleep requirements.

Sleep patterns impact vocabulary
and cognitive development in infants
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Beijing, Aug 01 (PTI):

President Xi Jinping
has sought to project an
upbeat picture of the im-
pact of the CPEC projects
in Pakistan, saying the
China-funded venture is a
“vivid testament” to their
“ironclad friendship” and
vowed to stand firmly with
its all-weather ally.

China will continue to
work with Pakistan to take
their strategic ties to new
heights, Xi said as the two
countries celebrated the
10th anniversary of the
launch of the ambitious
CPEC infrastructure proj-
ects in Islamabad, a day
after a major suicide
bombing took place in the
restive Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province.

In his congratulatory
message to the ‘Decade of
China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor’ (CPEC) celebra-
tions event held in
Islamabad on Monday, Xi
said the USD 60 billion
CPEC infrastructure pro-
gramme is an “important
pioneering project” of the
Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI).

The CPEC, which con-
nects Gwadar Port in
Pakistan’s Balochistan
with China’s Xinjiang
province, is opposed by

India as it is being laid
through Pakistan-occu-
pied Kashmir.

The event was attended
by Chinese Vice Premier
He Lifeng, who is on a
three-day visit to Pakistan.

“China will work with
Pakistan to aim for high-
standard, sustainable and
livelihood-enhancing out-
comes and further build
the CPEC into an exempla-
ry project of high-quality
Belt and Road coopera-
tion,” Xi said.

“Since its launch in
2013, China and Pakistan
have been advancing
CPEC under the principle
of extensive consultation,
joint contribution and

shared benefits, and have
achieved a number of
early harvests,” he was
quoted as saying by the
state-run Xinhua news
agency. Xi, also the
General Secretary of the
ruling Communist Party
of China, said the CPEC
has added new impetus to
the economic and social
development of Pakistan
and laid a good foundation
for regional connectivity
and integration.

He said the project is a
“vivid testament to the all-
weather friendship be-
tween China and
Pakistan”, and provides
an important underpin-
ning for building an even

closer China-Pakistan
community with a shared
future in the new era.

Stressing that China
and Pakistan will continue
to improve overall plan-
ning and expand and deep-
en cooperation, Xi said no
matter how the interna-
tional landscape may
change, China will always
stand firmly with
Pakistan, the report said.

“China and Pakistan
will continue to work hand
in hand and forge ahead in
solidarity to carry forward
the ironclad friendship, co-
ordinate development and
security,” Xi, also the gen-
eral secretary of the rul-
ing Communist Party of
China, said.

He said the two coun-
tries will continue to “pur-
sue the cooperation of
higher standards, broader
scope and greater depth,
and take the China-
Pakistan all-weather
strategic cooperative part-
nership to new heights, so
as to make an even greater
contribution to peace and
prosperity in the two coun-
tries and the broader 
region”. The key agree-
ment for the CPEC proj-
ects was agreed in 2013 but
it was formally launched
when President Xi Jinping
visited Pakistan in 2015.

China will always stand firmly
with Pakistan: Xi Jinping

Chinese President Xi Jinping, also chairman of the Central
Military Commission (CMC), center, poses for photos with
the commander of the rocket force Wang Houbin, top left,
and its political commissar Xu Xisheng, top right, after
promoting them to the rank of general in Beijing. Banner
above reads “Central Military Commission Promotion to
General Ceremony.

CLIMATE AGREEMENT SIGNED

COP28 President Designate Sultan Al Jaber and United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)
Executive Secretary Simon Stiell after signing the host country agreement during a meeting in Abu Dhabi, UAE.

Bangkok, Aug 01 (AP):

Myanmar’s military-led
government has reduced
the prison sentences of
ousted leader Aung San
Suu Kyi in a clemency
connected to a religious
holiday in the Buddhist-
majority country, state
media said Tuesday.

Former President Win
Myint also had his sen-
tence reduced as part of
the clemency granted to
more than 7,000 prisoners.

But Suu Kyi, 78, still
must serve a total of 27
years out of the 33 she
was originally impris-
oned for.

The head of Myanmar’s
military council, Senior
Gen. Min Aung Hlaing,
granted the clemency

order to reduce the sen-
tences in five cases against
Suu Kyi in which she was
convicted for violating coro-
navirus restrictions, illegal-
ly importing and possess-
ing walkie-talkies and sedi-
tion, according to a report
on state MRTV. She was ini-
tially sentenced for 19 of-
fenses that her supporters

and rights group say were
attempts to discredit her
and legitimise the 2021
army takeover while pre-
venting her return to poli-
tics. The clemency was an-
nounced a day after
Myanmar’s military ex-
tended the state of emer-

gency it imposed when it
seized power from Suu
Kyi’s elected government 2
1/2 years ago, forcing a fur-
ther delay in elections it
promised when it took over.

Several of Suu Kyi’s
cases are awaiting final 
appeals.

Myanmar reduces Aung San Suu Kyi’s sentences

Lahore, Aug 01 (PTI):

Ousted prime minister
Imran Khan on Tuesday
said the “law of the jun-
gle” is prevailing in
Pakistan and the May 9 vi-
olence following his arrest
for alleged corruption was
a “well-planned false flag
operation” by the Shehbaz
Sharif-led government and
state institutions to crush
his party.

Pakistan saw unprece-
dented nationwide anti-
government protests fol-
lowing the arrest of the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) chairman by para-
military Rangers in a cor-
ruption case on May 9.
Khan, 70, was later re-
leased on bail.

Dozens of military in-
stallations and govern-
ment buildings, including
the military headquarters
in Rawalpindi, were dam-
aged or torched during the
riots. Over 100 vehicles of
police and other security
agencies were set on fire.

“The May 9 was a well-

planned false flag opera-
tion with the full backing
of a controlled media and
state institutions only
with one purpose, to crush
PTI,” Khan said in a series
of tweets.

After the May 9 vio-
lence, the police backed by
the military launched a
crackdown on the PTI and
arrested 10,000 party work-
ers, including women.
Over 100 have been handed
over to the military for
their trial under the Army
Act.

The PTI contests that its
members were not in-
volved in the attacks, but
the government and mili-
tary reject the claims and
say they have “irrefutable
evidence” of their involve-
ment.

“In an increasingly des-
perate bid to suppress PTI,
this regime is stooping to
new abysmal lows each
day, and there appears to
be no respite in sight as
the law of the jungle pre-
vails in the country,” Khan
said.

Khan is also facing nu-
merous cases related to at-
tacks on military installa-
tions. Currently, he is fac-
ing over 150 cases related
to terrorism, murder and
blasphemy. He is reported-
ly under virtual house ar-
rest at his private resi-
dence.

Imran Khan accuses govt of
May 9 ‘false flag operation’

Niamey, Aug 01 (AP):

France on Tuesday an-
nounced a planned evac-
uation from Niger after a
military coup there won
backing from two other
West African nations
ruled by mutinous sol-
diers.

The French Foreign
Ministry in Paris said
the evacuation “will hap-
pen rapidly”.

It gave no other imme-
diate details.

The French decision to
evacuate comes amid a
deepening crisis sparked
by the coup last week
against Niger’s demo-
cratically elected presi-
dent, Mohamed Bazoum.

The West African re-
gional body known as
ECOWAS announced
travel and economic
sanctions against Niger
on Sunday and said it
would use force if the
coup leaders don’t rein-
state Bazoum within one
week.

Bazoum’s government
was one of the West’s last
democratic partners
against West African ex-
tremists.

In a joint statement
from Mali and Burkina
Faso, their military gov-
ernments wrote that
“any military interven-
tion against Niger will be
considered as a declara-
tion of war against
Burkina Faso and Mali”.

Col Abdoulaye Maiga,
Mali’s state minister for
territorial administra-
tion and decentralisa-
tion, read the statement
on Malian state TV
Monday evening. The
two countries also de-
nounced ECOWAS eco-
nomic sanctions as “ille-
gal, illegitimate and in-
humane” and refused to
apply them.

ECOWAS suspended
all commercial and finan-
cial transactions between
its member states and
Niger, as well as freezing
Nigerien assets held in
regional central banks.
Niger relies heavily on
foreign aid, and sanc-
tions could further im-
poverish its more than 25
million people.

Niger crisis deepens as France
plans evacuation

Coup leaders get
support from 
neighbouring juntas
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Deteriorating 
conditions in Manipur
The decision to have the viral
video case investigated by the CBI
in Manipur comes as a relief.
However, one cannot overlook the
fact that this decision was taken
rather belatedly. The question that
arises is why the incident of 4th
May remained concealed until it
went viral? It is evident that the
government and administrative
authorities failed to act promptly,
raising concerns about their
responsiveness. Even now, the sit-
uation in Manipur is far from being
stable. Instead of addressing the
issues at hand, both the ruling
party and the opposition seem
more interested in trading accusa-
tions against each other. It is
imperative for both parties to real-
ize that political agendas can wait;
what matters most is to restore
order and control in the state.

NN..  MMaatteeeennii,,  MMuummbbaaii

Retort to China
China's repeated issuance of sta-
pled visas to Arunachal Pradesh
people signals its claim over the
region. India's ban on Arunachal
players' travel to China in
response should not harm the
athletes. However, India must
assert its sovereignty and
respond appropriately to China's
antics. Diplomatic channels
should be used to reaffirm
Arunachal Pradesh as an integral
part of India and protect its digni-
ty. We must stand united, unwa-
vering against any attempt to
undermine our nation's integrity.

NN..  AAsshhrraaff,,  MMuummbbaaii

Debating Awards
and Free Speech

The act of returning awards and
titles as a form of protest is not new
in India's history. From
Rabindranath Tagore's renunciation
of his knighthood to recent
instances like Mirabai Chanu's
desire to return her medal, such
actions have been a means to
express dissent. Writers, filmmak-
ers, and artists have also followed
suit, causing embarrassment to
those in power. The parliamentary
standing committee's proposal,
suggesting awardees sign an under-
taking to never return their prizes,
takes on political implications in
this context. This notion of a "no-
return" policy dampens the spirit of
celebration and appears authoritar-
ian. It seemingly restricts free
speech, raising concerns about the
state of democracy in our nation.

MMJJ  AAzziizzii,,  HHyyddeerraabbaadd

Building
Semiconductors

India's foresight in becoming a
dependable market for vital
industries, including semicon-
ductors, is commendable. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's deci-
sion to extend 50% financial
assistance to technology firms
for establishing semiconductor
manufacturing facilities deserves
our wholehearted appreciation.
This move signifies India's com-
mitment to strengthening its
technological capabilities and
reducing reliance on external
sources. By fostering local semi-
conductor production, the nation
can ensure greater self-sufficien-
cy and bolster its position in the
global technology landscape.

JJaahhaannggiirr  AAllii,,  MMuummbbaaii
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Commuters on the waterlogged NH-8 following incessant monsoon rainfall, in Ajmer, Tuesday, Aug. 1.

WATERLOGGED NH-8 

KKaajjaall  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee

Indian middle class citizens often dare to
project themselves as "intellectual" and
"opinion-maker" by advertising them-
selves as "flag-bearer" of "morality"
with "impeccable sense of social respon-
sibility". It is indeed a fact that protest
or movement against social issues are
mostly carried out by the middle class.
But they comprise a mere tiny fraction
of their entire brethren! Actually less
said about the overwhelming majority of
the middle class population the better. 

Following the overnight "bravest
decision in independent India", hun-
dreds of innocents (mostly of non-privi-
leged vintage) had to face tragic death
following stampedes in inhuman queues
in front of banks or after getting refused
treatment in hospitals for lack of "legal
cash". Farmers, failing to sell their pro-
duce and suffering unfathomable mone-
tary loss, started committing suicide.
Millions of wage earners lost their liveli-
hood. But far from expressing minimum
sympathy for these innocent vulnerable
folks falling victim to the heartless farce
named demonetisation; privileged
Indians of middle class, already armed
with credit/debit cards with cashless
facilities, had either preferred to remain

indifferent to the woes of the poor or
heartlessly claimed that such "small
small sacrifices" are supposed to be
made for the "sake of the nation".

Again following the overnight deci-
sion of instant nation-wide lockdown,
when millions of poorest of poor wage
earners and migrants were witnessing
burning hell and walking hundreds and
thousands of kilometres in hungry stom-
achs, many of whom were collapsing to
death upon highways and railway tracks;
the middle class(that privileged lucky
section who managed to spend months
with their families in safe comforts of
home with their salaries getting paid)
were found to be posting their activities
at home in social media (ranging from
exercising to churning delicacies, play-
ing Ludo to watching Ramayana) and
counting number of "Likes" with con-
stant lament of missing shopping malls,
restaurants, multiplexes and "day-out".
People dying like cats and dogs due to
lack of oxygen, mass pyres getting light-
ed with corpses floating in river waters -
-- yet the general public discourse could-
n't promote itself above mere Dalgona
coffee and sheer communalism target-
ing a specific religious community as
"super-spreaders".

During the trial and judgment of the

sensational Nirbhaya gangrape cum
murder case, we were regularly hearing
how the "collective conscience of the
nation" has got "hurt". The same words
are heard when any Mumbai journalist,
Bangalore techie or Hyderabad doctor
gets gangraped/murdered by
urchins/lorry drivers:bus conductors
and helpers. But a woman getting
raped/gangraped and thereafter murder
or the victim succumbing to injuries
form daily piece of news in this "Devi -
worshipping" country. But why don't we
witness any "national tsunami of shock"
in those cases ! Do the "collective con-
science" of this partial and biased class-
conscious society get "awakened"
overnight in specific cases only. Do their
"conscience" prefer to enjoy a sound
sleep when "lesser folks" of poor/rural
vintage get regularly gang raped and/or
murdered, but instantly wake up when
victims of the same crime hail from
urban privileged stock with the culprits
being of "low class".

Privileged middle-class individuals
hold full right to take a leisure trip to
Kashmir Valley, enjoying to their full
upon the waters of the Dal or snow fields
of Gulmarg. But how can they dare to
declare "Kashmir is Smiling/Normal"
just on the basis of their fun-making. Do

they try to enter the soul of a common
Kashmiri to get enlightened of their day-
to-day experience since the "historic"
2019 saga. Does the middle class society
in general care to feel the Himalayan
pain which the victims of riots or
pogrom have to undergo! Do they care
for the sufferings and shattered hearts
of the hapless  families of those victims
or rape-survivors who get caught up in
that mayhem. Instead often we have to
hear statements like "To every action
there is an equal and opposite reaction"
as if to justify such atrocities (as in 2002
Gujarat pogrom).

What a torture unleashed upon the
Rohingyas in Myanmar just because of
their Islamic credentials! What a miser-
able escape to Bangladesh by negotiat-
ing waters and hills. What a pathetic
existence in the cramped refugee
camps. Yet any proposal  of their reha-
bilitation or temporary refuge in India
gets thwarted with cruel words --- "India
is not a Dharmshala". 

Perhaps these "nationalist" utter
selfish folks are unaware that they could
also have found themselves as persecut-
ed Rohingyas in Myanmar or stranded
refugees in Bangladesh as birth is noth-
ing but a mere accident of destiny.
Recently, innumerable "patriotic" mid-

dle class Indians  had displayed much
"pride" as Indians on witnessing the
spectacle of Moon-mission. Do those
very same "proud" people feel an iota of
shame, disgrace and disgust as Indians
on reading news reports of unfath-
omable barbaric horrendous atrocities
upon Kuki women in Manipur reminding
all of the lawless dark days of centuries
ago. 

Or in the definition of the "patriotic"
Indians, all norms of "modernity" and
"progress" lie embedded in technologi-
cal advancement only. And perhaps this
is the reason why Manipur simply does
not create any ripple within their minds.

Kindness and compassion are surely
in great rush to recede to some sort of
"antiquity" in these times of national jin-
goism, religious muscle flexing and
crude selfish existence - - - all typical
traits of middle class.

If feelings of compassion towards
poor souls, broken hearts, tortured bod-
ies do not make its presence felt, the
middle class should at least refrain itself
from acting as the "Conscience" of the
society. 

((TThhee  vviieewwss  aanndd  ooppiinniioonnss  eexxpprreesssseedd  iinn
tthhiiss  aarrttiiccllee  aarree  tthhoossee  ooff  tthhee  aauutthhoorr  aanndd
ddoo  nnoott  nneecceessssaarriillyy  rreefflleecctt  tthhee  ooffffiicciiaall
ppoolliiccyy  oorr  ppoossiittiioonn  ooff  tthhee  nneewwssppaappeerr..))

Hypocrisy Of Great Indian Middle Class

Yash Pal Ralhan

I n the halls of justice, a mounting crisis threatens the
very core of our judicial system. The Union govern-

ment recently revealed distressing figures, shedding light
on the escalating number of pending cases in our courts.
With over 70,000 cases pending in the Supreme Court, a
staggering 60 lakh in the high courts, and a mind-boggling
4.4 crore in the district and subordinate courts, it is evi-
dent that we face an arduous battle ahead. Who should
shoulder the responsibility for this alarming state of af-
fairs? The blame game echoes through the corridors of
power, with each segment pointing fingers at the other.
Last year, the Chief Justice of India NV Ramana held the
executive and legislative branches accountable, blaming
their inaction and deficiencies for the overwhelming case-
load. However, amidst this finger-pointing, one voice rises
above the rest: the Union Government asserts that the dis-
posal of pending cases falls "within the domain of the judi-
ciary." Yet, merely assigning blame will not rectify the situ-
ation. The esteemed Supreme Court bench of Justice SK
Kaul and Justice Sudhanshu Dhulia has astutely pro-
claimed that courts cannot be the panacea for every socie-
tal ill. Their statement, though in response to a particular
petition, resonates beyond a single case and demands a
broader examination of the issue at hand. Society, as a
whole, must evolve to ensure that the burden of change
does not rest solely on the judiciary. It is irrefutable that a
significant delay in filling judicial vacancies hampers the
administration of justice. The appointment of judges
should be a collaborative process involving both the execu-
tive and the judiciary. Additionally, certain central and
state laws contribute to the proliferation of excessive and
frivolous litigation, further exacerbating the problem.
Nevertheless, we must recognize that not every matter de-
mands adjudication in the courtrooms. Common citizens
often shy away from the complex and time-consuming
legal processes due to various factors - lack of awareness,
financial constraints, and the fear of prolonged litigation.
As a result, many opt for alternative methods of resolu-
tion, leaving the courtrooms free for more critical matters.
Conversely, there exist individuals well-equipped with fi-
nancial prowess who exploit the system for their gain, pro-
longing cases for their advantage rather than seeking true
justice. Moreover, historical instances of judicial over-
reach have inadvertently encouraged certain sections of
society to flood the courts with endless litigations, leaving
many important matters unresolved. While the judiciary
endeavors to uphold justice, accessibility remains a chal-
lenge for the common man. In some high-profile cases in-
volving politicians, activists, and even terrorists, the
courts have exhibited unwavering dedication, even work-
ing beyond regular hours. This has sparked discussions on
judicial accountability, as the public expects unbiased
treatment regardless of the parties involved.

Courts’ Limitations

Central Chronicle invites articles, write-ups, and comments on a wide range of
issues for our editorial page. Submissions should be between 800-900 words in
length. In addition, we welcome letters to the editor for this page. While letters

may be edited for clarity, we aim to preserve the integrity of the original message,
and ask that they be kept to around 50-60 words. Submissions can be sent via

email to editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com.

T he streets of Jammu and Kashmir witnessed the revival
of a centuries-old tradition—the Muharram proces-

sions. After a prolonged hiatus, the solemn commemorations
of Muharram 10 unfolded in Srinagar's downtown area,
echoing the historical and cultural significance they hold for
the region. Muharram is a sacred month in the Islamic calen-
dar, and the 10th day, known as Ashura, is observed by Shia
Muslims worldwide to honor the martyrdom of Hazrat
Imam Hussain (AS) and his companions in the battle of
Karbala. For generations, Muharram processions have been
an integral part of the religious and cultural fabric of
Jammu and Kashmir, providing a platform for mourners to
express their grief and solidarity with the sacrifices made in
the battle of Karbala. However, in recent decades, the region's
security challenges and disturbances posed significant obsta-
cles to the observance of these processions. The eruption of
terrorism in 1989 disrupted the peaceful conduct of
Muharram processions, leaving a void in the hearts of the
Shia community and hindering the expression of their reli-
gious sentiments. The revival of Muharram processions in
Jammu and Kashmir marks a historic step towards reclaim-
ing traditions and fostering a sense of cultural identity. The
presence of mourners in the Zuljanah procession signifies
the resilience of faith and the yearning to pay homage to the
martyrs of Karbala after a prolonged silence. It reflects a col-
lective aspiration for peace and an atmosphere where reli-
gious observances can be practiced with reverence and tran-
quility. The significance of Muharram processions extends
beyond religious sentiments. The observance of such tradi-
tions is a testament to the region's diverse cultural heritage,
where communities come together to honor their shared his-
tory. It symbolizes the coexistence of various religious and
cultural identities, promoting understanding and harmony
among different sections of society. The administration's fa-
cilitation and support for the peaceful conduct of Muharram
processions are commendable steps towards nurturing an in-
clusive environment. The authorities' recognition of the cul-
tural significance of this event fosters an atmosphere of mu-
tual respect and encourages communities to embrace their
cultural heritage without fear or hesitation. As the
Muharram processions return to the streets of Jammu and
Kashmir, it opens a new chapter of hope and reconciliation.
It signifies a step towards reclaiming a sense of normalcy
and a renewed commitment to preserving cultural traditions
that form the bedrock of the region's social fabric. While the
revival of Muharram processions is a cause for celebration,
it is essential to approach this development with sensitivity
and understanding. Continued efforts must be made to en-
sure the safety and security of all participants and maintain
an environment that upholds the values of peace and inclu-
sivity. As Jammu and Kashmir embrace its cultural tapestry,
it is imperative to foster an environment where all communi-
ties can freely practice their religious and cultural obser-
vances. The revival of Muharram processions after a long
gap serves as a beacon of hope, guiding the region towards a
future where diversity is celebrated, and traditions are cher-
ished with pride.

Muharram Processions 
Embracing Peace in Jammu and Kashmir

Beyond Panacea?

T he devastating land sliding, flood-
ing of unprecedented scale that

happened recently in the Himalayan
states of Himachal Pradesh and
Utterakhand is an ecological lesson on
the consequences of developmental
activities in sensitive eco-zones result-
ing in the destruction of environment
and loss of property and life. This is
becoming repetitive in those states and
other states through which the
Himalayan Rivers are flowing. The river
changing the course and consequential
loss in Bihar is well documented. These
losses through flooding in monsoon
time is though not new, the scale of
destruction is certainly new and linked
to the so called development activity in
the form of construction of dams, build-
ing of hotels and other concrete struc-
tures for attracting the tourists and
many more. All this happened as the
states, ignoring their uniqueness, joined
the rat race of development and
exploitation of natural resources. The
state administrations forgot the need
for conservation and protecting the
sensitive ecosystems. This is being
done by educated, engineering special-
ists and none of them had time and
inclination to care the centuries old cus-
toms practiced in India and how the
belief systems developed over genera-
tions protected the nature. “Nature can
meet all the needs of humans but not
the greed” is the famous quote of
Mahatma Gandhi. As long as man
remained attached to the customs of
his forefathers humanity lived in peace. 

Not only the area currently devastat-
ed but all over the country, there was
the custom of maintaining sacred
groves. Each village designated an area
as a sacred grove, where they believe
their village deity resides to protect
them from the natural calamities. This
believe was evolved with passing of

time and basing on their experiences,
thus such sacred groves are proven pro-
tectors of nature and people dependent
on the natural ecosystems. The names
of those groves may varied from one
language to other and the area but
everywhere the way people of that area
respected and maintained those groves
was the same. Our forefathers learnt
the way to conserve the nature and
understood the need to conserve the
nature and respected the laws of the
nature and it was those practices which
were in practice in many areas that
retained India in the top 10 forest-rich
nations list of the world.

Sacred groves are the natural habi-
tats bordering or within the area of
human habitation protected by the local
community on religious belief. Experts
concur that as many as a lakh sacred
groves must have been there in India
though only 14,000 are documented.
These sacred groves are the reservoirs
of rare fauna and fauna. 

The existence of sacred groves are
often associated with temples, monas-
teries, shrines, pilgrimage sites and are
referred in all Indian origin religions,
Hindu, Buddhism, Jainism and Sikhism.
The existence and significance of such
groves find their mention in the reli-
gious texts and in the ancient Ayurveda
treatise Vrukshayurveda and Kalidasa
classical literature. Regional language
literatures have more documented
information on the sacred groves of
their areas and benefits derived from
them.

The rules of sacred groves remained
unquestioned for centuries, since
Indians valued the customs handed over
from one generation to the next gener-
ation. The sacred grove is considered as
the place where the presiding deity of
the village resides. Custom says that
one can enter the grove but can’t dis-

turb the sanctity of the grove. All fol-
lowed the rule of not chopping the
wood, in the sacred not killing the ani-
mals or birds there in as they feared the
curse of the God of the grove. One can
collect the dead wood, fallen fruit or dry
branches, leaves etc., but no living
thing be touched there. It is out of the
experience these groves were protected
as they realised they realised that
groves helps in reducing the soil ero-
sion, prevents the desertification, and
maintain the ground water level and
these groves generally associated with
a water sources like ponds, streams and
help in meeting the water requirements
of the community. The recharging of
aquifers also occur because of these
sacred groves.

Tribal communities, whom the Left
historians wish to project as members
outside the mainstream Hinduism, even
now had sacred groves and the beliefs
are associated with groves, hence vehe-
mently oppose any disturbance to their
sacred groves. Tribal opposition to the
mining activity is opposed by tribal peo-
ple in Jharkhand because they know
that their lives are linked to the sacred
groves. 

They protecting them at all costs, as
traditional Hindus used to do in earlier
decades. Whatever be the modernity
which were supposedly injected into
Tribal people, their belief systems
remained strongly undisturbed in
Jharkhand and Chhattisgarh states.
There are instances of Tribal communi-
ties vehemently opposing the mining
activity in their areas due to their love
and respect to the sacred groves.
Datobera village in East Singhbum dis-
trict the tribals worship a huge stone as
their protective God and when stone
mining was proposed in that hillock
they opposed as it will disturb their
God. For a contractor or for a mining
baron the nature is meant for exploita-
tions and for making profits. 

But for the tribal or natives, nature is
the mother which sustained them for
generations. The Bastar area of
Chhattisgarh the presiding deity is
Danteswari and there are many sacred
groves (locally referred as Deva Gudis)
with which local tribes are associated
with. The life of tribes there is associat-
ed with the worship of the local deities
on every occasion including sowing and
harvesting. Each tribe maintains an
instruments of music of their own and

blowing them, led by their tribe priest
the entire community goes in proces-
sion and perform rituals and then initi-
ate their programs. The Hindu pilgrim-
age places are all in sacred groves, con-
ceptually, of a higher level and broader
in area. All shrines whether it is
Chardhams of Himalayan hilly area or
the Balalji of Tirumala hill, and
Sabarimala hills located in the south,
are the holy places located at the centre
of sacred groves. Thus those hills got
protected, through devotion, from
exploitation and flora and fauna associ-
ated with those groves. 

That was the wonderful concept
developed, for the protection of nature,
by our rishis. As the greed took over,
and traditional beliefs were pushed
away during the foreign invaders and
colonial rulers, the destruction of these
sacred groves happened and is contin-
ued.  There were resistance movements
opposing the destruction of nature in
the name of development. The Chipko
movement in the Ghadwal area under
the leadership of environmentalist
Sunderlal Bahuguna is one which
received the international attention
then. The urbanisation and bad plan-
ning coupled with excessive focus on
tourism led to the destruction of the
sacred groves. The tribal communities
in Himachal Pradesh and local commu-
nities in Uttarakhand remained as mute
spectators or some enterprising among
them joined the exploitative group of
contractors, thus destroying their own
habitats. 

The sacred grove areas got shrunk.
With the sacred groves gone, the water
retention capacity of the soil was
reduced, with removal of the top soil
became fast. The erosion of top soil
made the trees vulnerable as massive
volume of soil is run down by the sea-
sonal rains. The unsettled soil was easi-
ly eroded and landslides became the
norm. 

And the consequences are there to
see for all.  It is time to revive not only
sacred groves concept to maintain the
sustainability of the ecosystems but
also to delve into other native practices,
traditions which helped our country to
maintain the respect for the nature and
derived the benefits for our sustinence.

((TThhee  vviieewwss  aanndd  ooppiinniioonnss  eexxpprreesssseedd  iinn
tthhiiss  aarrttiiccllee  aarree  tthhoossee  ooff  tthhee  aauutthhoorr  aanndd
ddoo  nnoott  nneecceessssaarriillyy  rreefflleecctt  tthhee  ooffffiicciiaall
ppoolliiccyy  oorr  ppoossiittiioonn  ooff  tthhee  nneewwssppaappeerr..))

IMPORTANCE OF SACRED GROVES
DR. D. SRINIVASA RAO
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BRIEF

Appointment

New Delhi: Co-work-
ing firm
91Springboard on
Tuesday said it has ap-
pointed Anshu Sarin
as its new Chief
Executive Officer
(CEO). Before joining
91Springboard, Anshu
Sarin served as the
CEO at Berggruen
Hotels Pvt Ltd, the
company said in a
statement. Outgoing
CEO Anand Vemuri
assumes the role of
Executive Chairman,
it added.

Power consumption
New Delhi: The coun-
try's power consump-
tion grew by 8.4 per
cent to 139 billion
units in July this year
compared to the same
month last year. In the
year-ago period,
power consumption
stood at 128.25 billion
units (BU), higher
than 123.72 BU in July
2021, according to the
government data. The
peak power demand
met, which is the high-
est supply in a day,
rose to 208.82 GW in
July 2023. The peak
power supply stood at
190.35 GW in July 2022
and 200.53 GW in July
2021. The power min-
istry had estimated
the country's electrici-
ty demand to touch
229 GW during the
summer season.

Turnover rises 

New Delhi: Delhi-
NCR's leading milk sup-
plier Mother Dairy
turnover increased 17
per cent to around Rs
14,500 crore in FY23 on
better demand across all
categories, including
fresh milk,value-added
dairy products and edi-
ble oils, the company's
top official said.The
turnover stood at about
Rs 12,500 crore in the
previous fiscal year
(FY22). "Overall, the
growth was very healthy
last financial year.Both
in value and volume,we
grew in almost all the
categories.The growth
in value-added dairy
products was signifi-
cant," Mother Dairy
Fruits and Vegetables
Pvt Ltd MD Manish
Bandlish told PTI.

IMMERSIVE EXHIBITION

Youngsters pose at the toiletpaper's largest immersive exhibition, titled 'RUN AS SLOW
AS YOU CAN', at Nita Mukesh Ambani Cultural Centre in Mumbai, Tuesday, Aug. 1.

New Delhi, Aug 01:  

The government has
mobilised a gross amount
of Rs 5.77 lakh crore by is-
suing dated securities in
the current financial year
up to July 31, 2023, Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said on
Tuesday. It has raised a net
amount of Rs 4.18 lakh
crore through the instru-
ment in the same period.
Government borrowing is
done through various
sources, including dated
securities, treasury bills,
external loans and state
provident funds. The cen-
tral government has
planned to raise net debt
resources of Rs 17.99 lakh
crore from various
sources in 2023-24, mainly
to finance its fiscal deficit,
the finance minister said
in a written reply to the
Rajya Sabha. "This
amount is about 40 per
cent of the total net size of

the Union Budget 2023-24
of Rs 45.03 lakh crore," she
said. The government
plans a gross market bor-
rowing of Rs 15.4 lakh
crore from dated securi-
ties in FY24. This is higher
than the total borrowing of
Rs 14.21 lakh crore in
FY23. She said that bor-
rowing by entities like the
National Highway
Authority of India is on
the strength of their own
balance sheet. Replying to
another question,
Sitharaman said banks
and financial institutions

are required to submit the
list of wilful defaulters of
Rs 25 lakh and above to
credit information compa-
nies (CICs), and CICs have
also been advised to dis-
seminate the information
pertaining to suit filed ac-
counts of wilful defaulters
on their respective web-
sites as per the RBI guide-
lines. Accordingly, she
said, lists of suit-filed wil-
ful defaulters of Rs 25 lakh
and above are available in
the public domain on the
websites of Credit
Information Companies
(CICs). Further, as per the
RBI's instructions, wilful
defaulters are not sanc-
tioned any additional facil-
ities by banks or financial
institutions, and their unit
is debarred from institu-
tional finance for floating
new ventures for five
years. Wilful defaulters
and companies with wilful
defaulters as
promoters/directors have

been debarred from ac-
cessing capital markets to
raise funds, she said,
adding the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code 2016 has
debarred wilful defaulters
from participating in the
insolvency resolution
process. The gross non-
performing assets (NPAs)
of scheduled commercial
banks (SCBs) have de-
clined in the last three fi-
nancial years from Rs
8,35,051 crore (gross NPA
ratio of 7.33 per cent) as on
March 31, 2021, to Rs
7,42,397 crore (gross NPA
ratio of 5.82 per cent) as on
March 31, 2022, and fur-
ther to Rs 5,71,515 crore
(gross NPA ratio of 3.87
per cent) as on March 31,
2023, she said. In another
reply, the finance minister
said the RBI has apprised
that it does not maintain
data in respect of the
amount written-off in ac-
counts which were de-
clared as fraud.

Govt mobilises Rs 5.77 lakh crore by
issuing dated securities till Jul 31: FM

Mumbai, Aug 01: 

The Reserve Bank on
Tuesday said 88 per cent of
the Rs 2,000 banknotes val-
ued at Rs 3.14 lakh crore
have returned to the bank-
ing system after it an-
nounced withdrawal of
the high value currency
notes from circulation in
May. According to the data
received from banks, the
RBI said the total value of
Rs 2,000 banknotes re-
ceived back from circula-
tion is Rs 3.14 lakh crore
up to July 31, 2023.

"Consequently, Rs 2,000
banknotes in circulation
as at the close of business
on July 31 stood at Rs 0.42
lakh crore," the central
bank said in a statement.
As much as 88 per cent of
the Rs 2,000 banknotes in
circulation as on May 19,

2023, have since been re-
turned. The total value of
Rs 2,000 banknotes in cir-
culation, which amounted
to Rs 3.62 lakh crore on
March 31, 2023, had de-
clined to Rs 3.56 lakh
crore as at the close of
business on May 19, 2023.

Out of the total ban-
knotes in Rs 2,000 denomi-
nation received back from
circulation, about 87 per
cent came in the form of
deposits and the remain-
ing around 13 per cent has
been exchanged into
other denomination ban-
knotes.

The Reserve Bank has
urged the public to utilise
the next two months to de-
posit and/or exchange the
Rs 2,000 banknotes held
with them to avoid any
rush in the last few days
before September 30, 2023.

New Delhi, Aug 01:  

Jet fuel or ATF price on
Tuesday was hiked by a
steep 8.5 per cent - the sec-
ond increase in a month,
while commercial cooking
gas rate was cut by Rs 100
per cylinder in line with
divergent trends in inter-
national benchmarks.
Aviation turbine fuel
(ATF) price was increased
by 7,728.38 per kilolitre, or
8.5 per cent, in the national
capital to Rs 98,508.26 per
kl, according to a price no-
tification of state-owned
fuel retailers.

Rates, which vary from
state to state depending on
the incidence of local sales
tax or VAT, have been in-
creased on firming up of
global rates that followed
four months of decline.
The hike comes on the
back of a 1.65 per cent or
Rs 1,476.79 per kl increase
in ATF prices effected
from July 1. Prior to that,
rates had been cut on four
occasions. Price of com-
mercial LPG, used in es-
tablishments such as ho-

tels and restaurants, on
the other hand, was re-
duced by Rs 100 per cylin-
der. A 19-kg commercial
LPG cylinder now costs Rs
1,680 in the national capi-
tal.

Saudi contract price
(CPP), the benchmark
used for pricing of LPG,
has reduced since peaking
in March and the same is
reflected in domestic
prices, industry officials
said. Globally, jet fuel
prices have increased in
line with the firming up of
global crude oil prices, ne-
cessitating the hike in
ATF rates. Commercial
LPG rates were cut on
three previous monthly
revisions beginning April.
In three cuts, prices had
gone down by Rs 346.5 per
19-kg cylinder. The price of
domestic LPG -- used in
the kitchen for cooking
purposes -- remained un-
changed at Rs 1,103 per
14.2-kg cylinder in the na-
tional capital. Domestic
LPG rate was last changed
on March 1, when it was
hiked by Rs 50 per cylin-

der. State-owned Indian
Oil Corporation (IOC),
Bharat Petroleum
Corporation Ltd (BPCL)
and Hindustan Petroleum
Corporation Ltd (HPCL)
revise cooking gas and
ATF prices on the 1st of
every month based on the
average international
price in the previous
month. Petrol and diesel
prices continued to re-
main on freeze for a
record 16th month in a
row. Petrol costs Rs 96.72
per litre in the national
capital and diesel comes
for Rs 89.62.

State-owned fuel retail-
ers are supposed to revise
petrol and diesel prices
daily based on a 15-day
rolling average of bench-
mark international fuel
prices but they haven't
done that since April 6,
2022. Prices were last
changed on May 22, when
the government cut excise
duty to give relief to con-
sumers from a spike in re-
tail rates that followed a
surge in international oil
prices.

ATF price hiked by steep 8.5%; 
commercial LPG rate cut by Rs 100

RBI says 88 pc of Rs 2,000
notes returned to banks

New Delhi, Aug 01: 

Maruti Suzuki India on
Tuesday said its total sales
increased by 3 per cent at
1,81,630 units in July, led
by robust demand for its
utility vehicle product
range. The company,
which had dispatched a
total of 1,75,916 units to its
dealers in July 2022, be-
came the leading player in
the SUV space last month
with a market share of
24.6 per cent.

Maruti Suzuki India
Senior Executive Officer
(Marketing and Sales)
Shashank Srivastava said
the company led the SUV
segment in July with sales
volume of 46,620 units. He
noted that the company's
market share in the SUV

space has grown from 7.1
per cent in July last year to
24.6 per cent by July-end
this year. Srivastava said
that the SUV segment was
now accounting for 49.1
per cent of the overall do-
mestic passenger vehicle
sales. The vertical ac-
counted for 43 per cent of
the overall passenger vehi-
cle sales last year, he said.
"With the company grow-
ing faster than the indus-
try last month, our overall

market share has grown to
43.3 per cent as compared
with 41.8 per cent in July
last year," Srivastava said.
He also noted that the com-
pany's premium sales net-
work Nexa has become the
country's second largest
car brand with sales of
52,450 units in July. MSI
said its total domestic pas-
senger vehicle sales were
at 1,52,126 units last month
as compared to 1,42,850
units in the year-ago
month, a growth of 6 per
cent. The company said its
utility vehicles, consisting
of Brezza, Ertiga, Fronx,
Grand Vitara, Jimny and
XL6, clocked sales of
62,049 units last month, a
jump of over two-fold as
against 23,272 units dis-
patched in July 2022.

Maruti Suzuki leads SUV space in July;
total sales rise to 1,81,630 units

New Delhi, Aug 01: 

Bharti Airtel, one of
India’s leading telecom-
munications service
providers, today, an-
nounced the launch of
Airtel IQ Reach, a first-of-
its-kind self-serve market-
ing communications plat-
form, which will enable
brands/ companies to
drive targeted customer
engagements through per-
sonalised communica-
tions.

Launched under Airtel
IQ, the world’s first net-
w o r k - e m b e d d e d
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s
Platform as a Service
(CPaaS), Airtel IQ Reach
is an intuitive platform
that will enable small and
medium businesses to
make the most of their
marketing investments
as they engage with tar-
get customers in a cost-ef-

fective manner with pre-
paid pay-as-you-go plans.

This self-serve portal
will be a one-stop destina-
tion to empower busi-
nesses, especially emerg-
ing businesses, to have
full control of their cam-
paign execution, by sim-
ply logging on to a single
portal for designing cus-
tomised messages, up-
loading or selecting their
target audiences, sched-
uling their messages and,
finally, tracking cam-
paign effectiveness, all in
just a few clicks.
Abhishek Biswal, Head –
Digital Products &
Services, Airtel Business,
said, “Our customers are
at the heart of everything
we do. We have designed
Airtel IQ Reach especial-
ly for the SMB segment to
enable them to elevate
their customer communi-
cation.

Airtel launches IQ Reach

Mumbai, Aug 01: 

As the monsoon season
continues across India,
Amazon Fresh has
launched exciting offers for
customers to avail during
August Mega Festival along
with Super Value Days
from the 1st to 7th Aug,
2023. Shop and get a chance
to win a mega prize worth
approx. INR 1 Lakh.
Customers can relish their
favourite recipes and enjoy
hassle-free shopping for
groceries and daily essen-
tials with up to 45% off on
staples, packaged foods,
personal care, baby and pet
care products among oth-
ers. They can also stock up
on monthly essentials and
avail fresh offers on popu-
lar brands such as Fortune,
Kohinoor, Dabur, Tata,
Catch, and Ariel among oth-

ers at convenient delivery
options from a single online
destination. With the rain
comes pouring offers and
the chance to win big prizes
this monsoon during the
‘August Mega Festival’ from
1st – 31st Aug. During this
month-long shopping event,
customers will get a chance
to win mega prize such as
French door refrigerator
worth INR 1 Lakh* approx.
and weekly winners will get
a chance to win Kitchen
Appliances and Amazon
Pay balance. Shop for
monthly groceries on
Amazon Fresh and partici-
pate in weekly “Spin the
Wheel” to stand a chance.
Winners will be announced
every Friday for weekly
contest and the monthly
winners will be announced
in the first week of
September.

Amazon Fresh is pouring
offers this Monsoon season 

New Delhi, Aug 01: 

The central government's debt
stood at Rs 155.6 lakh crore or
57.1 per cent of the GDP at the
end of March 2023, Parliament
was informed on Tuesday. "The
Central Government's debt was
Rs 155.6 lakh crore as on March
31, 2023. It
has reduced from 61.5 per cent
of GDP in 2020-21 to 57.1 per
cent of GDP in FY 2022-23,"
Minister of State for Finance
Pankaj Chaudhary said in a
written reply to the Rajya
Sabha. The debt of state gov-
ernments at the end of 2022-23
is estimated to be about 28 per
cent of GDP.
Replying to another question,
Chaudhary said the Gross Fixed
Capital Formation (GFCF) in the
Indian economy has increased
from Rs. 45.41 lakh crore (con-
stant 2011-12 prices) in 2018-19
to Rs 54.35 lakh crore in 2022-

23 (Provisional Estimates). "The
government is implementing
the 'Scheme for Special
Assistance to States for Capital
Expenditure' (2020-21 & 2021-
22) and 'Scheme for Special
Assistance to
States for Capital Investment'
(2022-23 & 2023-24)," he said.
The government approved and
released special assistance
(loan) in the form of a 50-year
interest-free loan for capital
expenditure on capital projects
in sectors like health, educa-
tion, irrigation, and power etc
for capital expenditure for dif-
ferent States, he said.

Govt debt stands at 
Rs 155.6 lakh cr in March 2023

Mumbai, Aug 01:  

Rupee pared initial loss-
es and settled for the day 3
paise higher at 82.26 (provi-
sional) against US dollar
on Tuesday amid a muted
trend in domestic equities.
Forex traders said the
rupee witnessed range-
bound movement on
Tuesday as the dollar index
moved higher and Asian
currencies moved lower
against the American cur-
rency. At the interbank for-
eign exchange market, the
local unit opened at 82.32
against the US dollar and
settled 3 paise higher at
82.26 (provisional) against
the previous close. During
the day, the domestic unit
witnessed an intra-day
high of 82.24 and a low of
82.33.

Rupee pares initial losses,
settles 3 paise higher at

82.26/USD

Hyderabad, Aug 01: 

NMDC, India's largest
producer of iron ore
launched its Customer
Portal - Darpan on Monday
at its Head office. Amitava
Mukherjee, CMD
(Additional Charge) led the
launch in the presence of
DK Mohanty, Director
(Production); Vishwanath
Suresh, Director
(Commercial) and other
senior officials of the com-
pany.

NMDC's initiative to
launch its Customer Portal
is a strategic progression
towards expanding its
mines and evacuation ca-
pacity as the company
strives to serve existing
and potential customers
from the industry. Darpan

will provide a one stop so-
lution in facilitating faster
and smoother transactions
for its customers, ensuring
transparency and account-
ability. Speaking on the oc-
casion, Amitava
Mukherjee, CMD
(Additional Charge),
NMDC said, "As one of
India's mining giants, it is
NMDC's responsibility to
execute its futuristic vision
of foraying into expansion
plans that boost the coun-
try's economy, including

digital initiatives that en-
hance customer interface
experience. Darpan portal
is an excellent opportunity
to connect with our cus-
tomers. With the help of
the portal, they can now
simply log on and raise
their request or provide
feedback from a single
touch point." Commenting
on the above, DK Mohanty,
Director (Production) said,
"The NMDC customer por-
tal will be an ideal platform
to fastrack business

processes and help the cus-
tomers identify and track
deliverables which will def-
initely increase efficiency
in our operations."

Vishwanath Suresh,
Director (Commercial)
said, "NMDC is committed
to building a transparent
ecosystem. To achieve that,
necessary steps and initia-
tives have been adopted to
promote transparency and
address issues that
strengthen our approach
towards customer satisfac-
tion." NMDC also launched
its Product Brochure that
documents the latest ad-
vancements undertaken by
the Company including
product specifications
from Bailadila and
Donimalai, ESG and sus-
tainability initiatives.

NMDC launches customer
portal and product brochure

Rajya Sabha passes 
Multi-State Cooperative

Societies (Amendment) Bill
New Delhi, Aug 01:  
Rajya Sabha on Tuesday
passed the Multi-State
Cooperative Societies
(Amendment) Bill 2023 which
seeks to strengthen coopera-
tives by making their func-
tioning more transparent,
introducing a system of regu-
lar elections and prohibiting
appointment of related per-
sons. Minister of State
Cooperation B L Verma moved
the Multi-State Cooperative
Societies (Amendment) Bill,
2023 for consideration and
passage in Rajya Sabha. The
bill, which had been approved
by Lok Sabha on July 25,
2023, was passed in Rajya
Sabha by voice vote. While
replying to queries on the bill,
Verma said that the bill pro-
vides for norms for appoint-
ment of employees, which
ensures that there is no nepo-
tism practices. 

Hyderabad, Aug 01: 
NMDC, a Navratna miner under
the Ministry of Steel reported a
production of 13.15 million
tonnes and sales of 14.18 million
tonnes upto July 2023,
recording its highest
ever production in any
corresponding period
since inception showing
20% & 33.5% year-on-
year growth in produc-
tion and sales respec-
tively. In the month of
July, the mining major produced
2.44 million tonnes and sold 3.03
million tonnes of iron ore show-
ing a growth of 19% & 2.7%
month-on-month CPLY in pro-
duction and sales respectively.
Growing from strength to
strength, the National Miner has
delivered record performances
in FY24 so far. Paving the way
towards becoming a 100 MnT
mining company, NMDC is gear-

ing up to surpass its historic pro-
duction of 40 MnT for two fiscals
in a row. Commenting on the
company's performance,
Amitava Mukherjee, CMD

(Additional Charge)
said, "NMDC has been
reporting record-
breaking iron ore pro-
duction in FY24 so far.
With a legacy of more
than 40 million tonne
annual production,
over the last two years

our achievement of the highest
ever production upto July in any
corresponding period in compa-
ny history is a testament to our
resilience and agility. Our
strong commitment to expan-
sion and technology is enabling
our growth vertically, horizon-
tally and geographically. We
will continue to leverage our
strengths to sustain this
momentum and become a glob-
al mining company." `

NMDC record-breaking 
production upto July 2023
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Raigarh, Aug 01: 

Setting an example of
change and progress in de-
velopment, NTPC
Talaipalli, which was es-
tablished at Gharghoda
about 4 years ago, has not
only strengthened its claim
in record coal production
but has also won the title of
100 percent safe mine.
Apart from this, the coun-
try’s Maharatna Company
is also playing an impor-
tant role in social develop-
ment by planting more
than 17 thousand saplings
and giving an effective
message of environmental
protection.

Shri Bandopadhyay,
Chief General Manager,
NTPC gave information
about the contributions re-
lated to NTPC Talaipalli
project from coal produc-
tion to social concern and
natural conservation at
Raikera’s administrative
building on Saturday. He
informed that the target of
producing 60 million
tonnes of coal this year has
been achieved in Talaipalli
Mining, spread over an
area of more than 5 thou-

sand acres. He informed
that from November 11,
2022, coal is being trans-
ported by rail till NTPC
Lara and so far 1220 racks
have been sent by rail to
the power plant. In the
press conference, NTPC of-
ficials told that they have
medium quality G-13 grade
coal available, but that too
is allowed for transport
after passing through the
testing lab. Safety-con-
scious officials of NTPC
Talaipalli project told that
work starts in the mine
with daily safety pledge.
Public relations officer
Lalit Kumar along with of-
ficials from various depart-
ments of NTPC was pres-
ent during the press confer-
ence. Mr. Bandopadhyay

told that although the
Central Government’s Girl
Empowerment Scheme is
implemented in all the un-
dertakings, but the
Talaipalli project is the
first coal undertaking
whose participation is also
included in this campaign.
He informed that so far ef-
forts have been made to
empower about 4 thousand
girls by keeping them in
the Bal Bhavan built in the
township with training in
various disciplines.

Expressing concern in
the press conference, the
Chief General Manager of
Talaipalli project said that
due to lack of any serious-
ness about alternative
sources of energy in the
country, the entire pres-

sure of energy production
has come on coal, that is
why mining with a
Maharatna company like
NTPC had to land in the
area. He said that due to
legal entanglement and
other problems, the
Talaipalli project is also
not able to produce coal as
per the target, whereas due
to the shortage of coal,
there is a danger of energy
crisis in the whole country.
Hence there is immense
pressure to increase min-
ing capacity. He informed
that after last year’s pro-
duction of 24 lakh metric
tonnes, now a target has
been given to increase the
production capacity to 60
lakh metric tonnes this
year.

NTPC Talaipalli Project
poised to record production 

Kurud, Aug 01: 

For the purpose of char-
acter development of the
students and development
of life skills through ad-
venture activities, under
the aegis of Bharat Scouts
and Guides District Union,
the fourth day of the five-
day residential third step /
expert training check-up
camp of Scout-Guide,
Rover-Ranger Wing.
Practical knowledge of
technical knowledge and
skills of scouting was also
given to the participants
by practical demonstra-
tion of flag etiquette, guide
wing’s color party by the
trainees.

On the fourth day of
training, former local
union president Rajesh
Sharma, local union presi-
dent Manish Sahu, life
members Santosh
Prajaprati, Shyamshankar

Chandrakar, journalist
Moolchand Sinha,
Chandan Sharma visited
the scouting camp. In his
address, former President
Rajesh Sharma shared his
experiences of commis-
sioner training at the
National Training Center
Panchmarhi, inspired all
the participants by giving
information about scout-
ing activities in his mem-
oirs related to his life, by
giving information about
the progressive develop-
ment in the field of scout-
ing. Camp directors
Jeevanlal Sahu,
Khileshwar Prasad Sahu,

Daneshwar Sahu,
Mithlesh Sinha, Hemant
Sahu, Shweta Gajendra,
Hina Sahu, camp direc-
tors, informed about activ-
ities of fourth day STA,
making log book, informa-
tion about making hike re-
port in a systematic man-
ner was also given by the
trainers.

In the training, 167
trainees including BRCC
Rajesh Pandey, local union
secretary Dharmendra
Sahu, Durgesh Dwivedi,
scout-guide, rover-ranger
in-charge are receiving
training in scouting activi-
ties.

Scouting activities organised
at ‘Teeya Sopan’ training camp 

It is privilege to
have opportunity to

serve Kanwar 
pilgrims: Bohra

KKaabbiirrddhhaamm,,  AAuugg  0011:: Like last
year, for the service of Kanvad
pilgrims and pilgrims going
from Kabirdham district to
Amarkantak in the month of
Savan, free arrangements were
made by Bhavna Bohra for
their stay and food from 3rd
July to 31st July through
Bhavna Samaj Sevi Sansthan. 
During this time around 11,000
Kanwar Yatris reached the
Gurdwara Complex,
Amarkantak where they were
welcomed and served by the
members of the Sansthan. The
arrival of hundreds of pilgrims
and devotees from Kabirdham
district Swa Kanwar continued
daily in the premises, while
thousands of devotees partici-
pated in the evening aarti and
received food and prasad after
worshiping Lord Shiva. 

Along with this, about 1000
Kanwar Yatris and devotees
coming from Kabirdham dis-
trict also benefited from the
facility of free mobile health
path lab run by Bhavna Bohra
for their better health. On this
occasion, Bhavna Bohra said
that on the occasion of Sawan
month, we got a fortunate
opportunity to be a part of
virtue in the difficult journey of
Shiva devotees and Kanwar
Yatris going to Amarkantak
from Kabirdham district. 

Bijapur, Aug 01: The dis-
trict administration’s re-
lentless dedication to nur-
turing the talents of aspir-
ing athletes culminated in
the successful organiza-
tion of a highly competi-
tive two-day badminton
tournament from July 29
to July 30. The event show-
cased exceptional per-
formances from players
hailing from remote areas,
demonstrating their met-
tle on the regional stage.

The grand finale of the
badminton competition
witnessed the presence of
distinguished guests, in-
cluding the esteemed
C.R.P.F. D.I.G. S.K. Mishra,
Collector  Rajendra
Kumar Katara, and Police
Superintendent  Anjaney
Varshney. These digni-
taries bestowed the victo-

rious players with well-de-
served accolades, compris-
ing cash rewards, certifi-
cates, shields, and medals.
Also gracing the occasion
were eminent personali-
ties such as DFO  Ashok
Patel, District Sports
Officer Dilip Uikey,
Additional Police
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t
Chandrakant Garvane,
Deputy Collector  Vikas
Sarve, along with other of-
ficials and sports coaches.

Among the stellar win-
ners, the women’s singles
category witnessed Ranu
Mandawi securing the cov-
eted first position, with
Simran Khalakho in sec-
ond place, both represent-
ing the Bijapur Sports
Academy. The women’s
doubles category wit-
nessed another triumph

for Ranu Mandawi and
Pushpalata Divan secur-
ing the first position,
while Payal Poonam and
Simran Khalakho earned
a well-deserved second
place.

In the mixed doubles
category, Rinku Hemla
and Ranu Mandawi exhib-
ited their prowess and
clinched the top spot,
while Yuvaraj Dev and
Payal Poonam secured the
commendable second posi-
tion. The Under-17 boys’
singles category show-
cased Sai Ekade emerging
victorious in the first posi-
tion, while Prakash
Andrik displayed remark-
able talent securing the
second position.

Moving on to the men’s
doubles category, Rinku
Hemla and Vimal Toppo

dominated and triumphed
in the first position, while
Akhilesh Shukla and
Pramod put up an excel-
lent performance securing
the second position. In the
35-year age group, the
men’s doubles title was
claimed by the dynamic
duo of Pramod Hemla and
Jayprakash Nakka, while
Vinod Ekka and
Gyanendra Singh dis-
played their prowess se-
curing the commendable
second position.

C.R.P.F. D.I.G. S.K.
Mishra and Collector
Rajendra Kumar Katare
extended their warmest
wishes to the organizing
committee for the success-
ful conduct of the event.
They also motivated the
players to elevate their
preparations for future
stages, encouraging all
participants who didn’t
clinch victory this time to
persist with their remark-
able abilities, unwavering
enthusiasm, and passion
for the sport, inspiring
them to make renewed ef-
forts for future triumphs.

Two-day badminton competition concludes
 D.I.G., Collector,

and S.P honour 
victorious players

Gaurela- Pendra-
Marwahi, Aug 01: A free
health examination camp
was organized in the vil-
lage of Jogisar in Gaurela
Vikas Khand, providing
medical benefits to a large
number of rural residents
from nearby areas such as
Belapat, Khodari, and
Banjhoraka. Spearheaded
by the experienced sur-
geon Dr. Gambhir Singh,
the camp garnered active
participation from med-
ical professionals, includ-
ing Dr. Vibha Haripriya
from Bilaspur and Dr. Anil
from Raigarh, who whole-
heartedly dedicated them-
selves to diagnose and
treat various health condi-
tions.

The health camp partic-
ularly saw enthusiastic in-
volvement from women,
availing themselves of the
medical services with zeal.
Commonly reported
health issues included
viral fever, hypertension,
diabetes, and general
weakness. Furthermore,
some patients were offered
valuable recommenda-
tions for continuing treat-
ment at reputed institu-
tions in Bilaspur and
Raipur. Dr. Gambhir
Singh, the visionary be-
hind successive medical

camps in Marwahi, em-
phasized the critical need
for adequate medical facil-
ities in this tribal and
rural region. Minor ail-
ments often escalate into
severe health crises due to
the dearth of timely med-
ical care. Through such
proactive camps, they suc-
cessfully identify those in
need and ensure they re-
ceive suitable medical at-
tention, resulting in im-
proved health outcomes.

Dr. Vibha Haripriya
from Ganpati Hospital
Bilaspur highlighted the
significance of these med-

ical camps in bridging the
healthcare accessibility
gap for individuals resid-
ing in distant areas like
Bilaspur and Raipur.

The free health camp
was orchestrated by the
collaborative efforts of
Sankalp Social
Organization and Linesh
Club Sanskriti Gaurela.
The event witnessed the
support and presence of
various representatives
and social workers, includ-
ing prominent names such
as Brjlal Rathore, Samira
Paikra, Santosh Tiwari,
Tapas Sharma (President

of Sankalp Social
Organization), Jyoti
Dubey (President of
Linesh Club), Jogi Sar
Panchayat Jaylal Paikra,
Belapat Sarpanch Likhan
Paikra, Dugara Sarpanch
Sangita Shiv Udde,
Pravesh Tiwari, Bhavesh
Kesharwani, Mahesh
Rathore, Rambahadur
Singh, Deepak Sharma,
Shailesh Soni, Abhishek
Gupta, and Moni
Chattopadhyay from
Linesh Club, alongside nu-
merous other representa-
tives and rural attendees.

An admirable gesture
toward environmental
preservation, the occasion
was also marked by the
plantation of fruit-bearing
saplings within the prem-
ises of the Higher
Secondary School in
Jogisar. This act signifies a
collective commitment to
safeguarding our environ-
ment for future genera-
tions. The event resonated
with a sense of communi-
ty spirit and determina-
tion to address healthcare
challenges, promoting
wellness and prosperity in
the rural populace.

Free medical camp benefits rural residents
 In Gaurela Pendra

Marwahi

Manendragarh, Aug 01: 

As per the instructions
of the Election
Commission of India,
Collector Narendra Dugga
here held a meeting of po-
litical parties as part of
the preparations for the
upcoming Assembly
General Elections 2023 in a
free, fair, peaceful and
transparent manner. He
informed about the dates
fixed in the context of the
second special brief revi-
sion eligibility date of
October 1, 2023, of the
photo electoral rolls issued
by the Chief Electoral
Officer, Chhattisgarh.

Under this, August 2 is
fixed for the initial publi-
cation of the electoral roll.
The date of receiving
claim objection is from

August 2 to August 31 and
special camps are organ-
ized at polling station level
on August 12, 13, 19 and 20.
The final publication of
electoral rolls is scheduled
for 4 October 2023.
Collector Mr. Dugga in-
formed the office bearers
of political parties about
the facilities being made
available for voting in
polling stations to
Divyangjan and voters
above 80 years of age.

Collector Mr. Dugga
urged the representatives
of the media to widely
publicize the special voter
list revision in the assem-
bly elections 2023. He gave
information about ap-
pointing booth level
agents from political par-
ties, getting voter list,
names of new voters

added to voter list and
deleted voters. He told
that the basic facilities in
the polling stations are
being verified by the sec-
tor officers. Along with
this, demonstration of
EVM machines and voter
awareness programs are
being conducted under
SVEEP activities.

Mr. Rajesh Singh from
Indian National Congress,
Mr. Shuddhulal Verma,
Mr. Ashish Majumdar
from Bharatiya Janata
Party, Mr. Anand
Tamarkar, Mr. Adityaraj
David from Chhattisgarh
Janata Congress, Mr.
Vikas Pandey from Aam
Aadmi Party, Mr. Vinay
Prakash Raksel from
Bahujan Samaj Party
were present in the meet-
ing.

Collector chairs
review meeting 

Mahasamund, Aug 01:

P a r l i a m e n t a r y
Secretary and MLA,
Vinod Sevanlal
Chandrakar, inaugu-
rates the Sub-Tehsil
Office at Nagar
Panchayat Tumgaon, in a
decisive move towards fa-
cilitating timely revenue
services for the citizens,
ultimately fortifying ad-
ministrative efficiency.

With a grand ceremo-
ny marking the occasion,
Chandrakar, a distin-
guished guest, inaugurat-
ed the Sub-Tehsil Office,
accompanied by other
prominent figures such
as Agriculture Produce
Market Committee
Chairman, Heera
Banjare, Seed Research
Committee Director,
Daualal Chandrakar,
Arun Chandrakar,
District Panchayat
Member, Amar
Chandrakar, and Janpad
Vice President, Triloki
Radheshyam Dhruv.

Expressing heartfelt
appreciation to Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel for his visionary

initiative of opening the
Sub-Tehsil Office in
Tumgaon, Chandrakar
emphasized that citizens’
woes of traversing long
distances to address rev-
enue matters have come
to an end. From now on,
prompt and efficient rev-
enue services will be
readily available at their
doorstep. The commit-
ment made during the
meeting with Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel further highlights
the paramount impor-
tance of fulfilling this
project swiftly.

Simultaneously with
the Sub-Tehsil Office in-
auguration, the region
also celebrated the open-
ing of Swami Atmanand

School, reflecting the gov-
ernment’s comprehen-
sive approach to uplift
public facilities and fos-
ter balanced develop-
ment across all sectors.

Present at the auspi-
cious event were notable
personalities such as Om
Prakash Yadav, Kapil
Yadav, Radhelal Sinha,
Gautam Sinha, Manik
Sahu, Vijay Bandhe,
Pokhan Sahu, Gajendra
Sahu, Shailendra Sen,
Biar Nayak, Rajesh
Chandrakar, Sidhant
Sahu, Thanuram Sahu,
Ravindra Chandrakar,
Mamta Ahirwar, Hemin
Dhivar, Santosh Dhivar,
alongside several other
dignitaries and esteemed
officials.

MLA Chandrakar 
inaugurates Sub-Tehsil office

Ensures timely revenue services in Tumgaon

Fingeshwar, Aug 01: 

The Bhupesh
Government’s shortcom-
ings are taking a heavy toll
on farmers, leading to a
disturbing rise in suicide
cases. In the latest heart-
wrenching incident,
Kanhaiya Sinha, a 52-year-
old farmer from Chhuhiya
village in Khalari
Vidhansabha, tragically
took his own life. District
Panchayat member Rohit
Sahu disclosed that
Kanhaiya, owning 5 acres
of land, received no bene-
fits from crop insurance
and was burdened with a
debt of over four lakhs in
Axis Bank. Struggling to
cope with the unrelenting
financial pressure and
mental distress, Kanhaiya
felt trapped. Additionally,
persistent low voltage is-
sues in the rural area re-
sulted in the ruin of his
crops. With no support
from the Bhupesh
Government, Kanhaiya
felt driven to this drastic
and tragic step.

Sahu expressed deep
concern over the mount-
ing farmer suicide cases
since the Bhupesh
Government assumed
power. Farmers in
Chhattisgarh are being de-
prived of the Kisan

Samman Nidhi and are
unjustly excluded from the
Prime Minister’s Crop
Insurance Scheme due to
alleged technical discrep-
ancies. The state govern-
ment has failed to provide
adequate compensation
for losses caused by exces-
sive rainfall, and complete
loan waivers remain elu-
sive. Sahu called for a com-
pensation of Rs 50 lakhs to
be provided to the grieving
family, along with secur-
ing a government job for
their lone son.

Highlighting the un-
equal treatment, Sahu
questioned why the Chief
Minister could generously
offer Rs 50 lakhs to farm-
ers in Uttar Pradesh who
took their lives but hesi-
tates to extend similar re-
lief to the farmers of
Chhattisgarh.

Farmer suicides soar amid
Bhupesh govt’s failures
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Dundein, Aug 01 (AP):

Netherlands scored four
times in a torrid 15-minute

first-half stretch, overwhelming
Vietnam 7-0 in the Women's World
Cup on Tuesday and sealing first
place in Group E.

The Dutch went into the match in
second place on goal differential be-
hind the United States. But the
blowout win combined with the
Americans' 0-0 draw with Portugal
made Netherlands the group win-
ner. The U.S. advanced in second
place.

Netherlands dominated almost
from the start. Lieke Martens
chipped a shot into the net in the
eighth minute over 5-foot-4 (1.63-
meter) Vietnam goalkeeper Tran
Thi Kim Thanh to get the scoring
started. Then the rout was on, as
goals from three other Dutch play-
ers quickly followed.

Esmee Brugts scored one in the
flurry on a curling ball from outside
the penalty area in the 18th minute,
then got another from nearly the
same spot in the second half. Jill
Roord also scored twice.

Vietnam changed goalkeepers at
halftime, substituting Khong Thi
Hang in for Tran Thi Kim Thanh. It
was too late. Attendance for the
match was 8,215, a big drop from the
sold-out crowd of 25,947 at the previ-
ous match, when co-host New
Zealand played Switzerland to a 0-0
draw and was eliminated from the
tournament. Martens and Katja
Snoeijs scored within four minutes
of each other, setting the tone for

the match. Coming into the game in
need of goals to catch the U.S. on
goal differential, the Dutch players
wasted little time celebrating and
put the ball right back into play.

Netherlands will advance to the
round of 16 for its third time in
tournament history, which includes

the 2019 final. It will leave the group
stage ranked first in Group E, fol-
lowed by the defending champion
United States. Tuesday's match was
Vietnam's last in this year's
Women's World Cup, its tournament
debut. The Vietnamese finished 0-3
with no goals and 12 conceded.
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up Netherlands blows out
Vietnam 7-0 to win Group E 

Netherlands' forward #22 Esmee Brugts (2nd R) celebrates with her teammates after
scoring her team's third goal during the Australia and New Zealand 2023 Women's
World Cup Group E football match between Vietnam and the Netherlands at Dunedin
Stadium in Dunedin on August 1.

Auckland, Aug 01 (AP):

The United States
women's soccer team se-
cured a spot in the round
of 16 at the Women's
World Cup in a nail-biting,
goalless draw against
Portugal. Ana Capeta's
shot in stoppage time hit
the post, leaving Portugal
heartbroken and allowing
the US to advance to the
knockout stage.

The US team's perform-
ance in the group stage
was below their usual

standards, winning just
one game and scoring
only four goals in three
matches. Despite finish-
ing second in their group
behind the Netherlands,
the US will move on to
face an opponent in
Melbourne, Australia, in
the next round.

Amidst criticism of the
team's play, star players
like Alex Morgan and
Megan Rapinoe defended
their performance, em-
phasizing their focus on
winning for their country

and denying any signs of
arrogance. The
Portuguese team, playing
in their first-ever World
Cup, displayed resilience
and determination but fell
just short of causing an
upset against the mighty
United States.

The match saw chances
for both teams, but the in-
ability to finish in front of
the net led to a frustrating
stalemate. US coach
Vlatko Andonovski made
changes to the starting
lineup, hoping to inject en-

ergy into the team, but the
players struggled to find
their rhythm.

While the US has not
been eliminated in the
group stage since 2011, the
team acknowledged their
need to improve their at-
tacking efficiency for the
upcoming matches. The
US will now face a chal-
lenging opponent in the
round of 16, likely Sweden,
and will need to regroup
and show their true poten-
tial to progress further in
the tournament.

US advances to round of 16
despite scoreless draw

USA's goalkeeper #01 Alyssa Naeher (L) makes a save during the Australia and New Zealand 2023 Women's World Cup Group E 
football match between Portugal and the United States at Eden Park in Auckland on August 1.

Puducherry, Aug 01 (PTI):

In a spectacular display
of cricket, East Zone se-
cured a commanding 157-
run win over West Zone in
the Deodhar Trophy
match held in Puducherry.
Riyan Parag's explosive
century (102 not out off 68
balls) and Manisankar
Murasingh's brilliant five-
wicket haul dismantled
West Zone and sealed the
triumph.

East Zone's innings got
off to a strong start with
Utkarsh Singh's half-cen-
tury (50 off 52 balls) and
valuable contributions
from Virat Singh (42) and
Abhimanyu Easwaran
(38). However, a slight dip
in the middle order saw
them at 157 for five. It was
then that Parag, in his sec-
ond century in the tourna-

ment, and Kumar
Kushagra (53 off 47 balls)
put together a magnificent
150-run partnership for
the sixth wicket, guiding
East Zone to an imposing
total of 319/7 in 50 overs.

Chasing 320, West Zone
struggled against

Murasingh's bowling on-
slaught. The right-arm
medium-fast bowler
wreaked havoc, taking five
wickets for just 28 runs in
seven overs. Saurashtra
opener Harvik Desai's
valiant 92 runs went in
vain as wickets kept

falling around him.
Utkarsh Singh comple-
mented Murasingh's per-
formance with a crucial
spell of 3 wickets for 16
runs.

West Zone's chase fal-
tered, and they were
bowled out for a meager
162 in 34 overs. The win
propelled East Zone to the
second spot in the points
table, tied with South Zone
at 16 points each.

The match showcased
East Zone's all-round bril-
liance and resilience, with
Parag and Murasingh
emerging as the heroes of
the day. Their impressive
performance has put East
Zone in a strong position
for the rest of the tourna-
ment, and they will be
eager to maintain their
momentum in the upcom-
ing matches.

Parag and Murasingh lead East Zone to victory 

Riyan Parag in action for East Zone vs West Zone in the Deodhar
Trophy at Pondicherry. 

Sydney, Aug 01 (PTI):

Commonwealth Games
bronze medallists Treesa
Jolly and Gayatri
Gopichand progressed to
the second round of the
Australia Open Super 500
badminton tournament
with a straight game win
over Canada's Catherine
Choi and Josephine Wu on
Tuesday.

Treesa and Gayatri, who
climbed two spots to world
number 17 in the latest
BWF ranking on Tuesday,
registered a 21-16 21-17 win
over world number 29
Canadian pair in the
round of 32.

The Indian pair have not

crossed the second round
in any tournament apart
from the semifinal finish
at the All England
Championships and the
duo will face a tough task
against world number 4
Japanese combination of
Mayu Matsumoto and

Wakana Nagahara.
Ashwini Ponnappa, who

is playing the tournament
after four years, didn't
have a good outing as she
along with her women's
doubles partner Tanisha
Crasto lost 11-21 21-14 17-21
to the Indonesian combi-

nation of Febriana
Dwipuji Kusuma and
Amallia Cahaya Pratiwi in
the opening round.

Another women's dou-
bles combination of N
Sikki Reddy and Arathi
Sara Sunil also bowed out
after losing 14-21 17-21 to
the Taiwanese pair of Hsu
Yin-Hui and Lee Chih
Chen in their opening
match.

PV Sindhu, Lakshya
Sen and HS Prannoy will
be among the star Indian
players who will be compe-
tition in the tournament,
which is the last event be-
fore the World
Championships in
Copenhagen, Denmark.

Treesa-Gayatri enter second round of Australia Open
Puducherry, Aug 01 (PTI):

In a one-sided encounter,
North Zone secured a com-
manding nine-wicket victo-
ry over North East Zone in
a round-robin match of the
Deodhar Trophy held in
Puducherry. Led by im-
pressive performances
from spinner Mayank
Markande and pacer
Mayank Yadav, North
Zone's all-round display
proved too much for the op-
position.

After winning the toss
and opting to bat, North
East Zone suffered a bat-
ting collapse, being bowled
out for a mere 101 runs in
32.1 overs. Mayank

Markande showcased his
spin wizardry, claiming
four wickets for just 14
runs in 9.1 overs. Mayank
Yadav complemented his
performance, taking three
crucial wickets for 21 runs
in six overs. Seamers
Vaibhav Arora, Rishi

Dhawan, and left-arm spin-
ner Nishant Sindhu also
contributed with one wick-
et each.

North East Zone strug-
gled throughout their in-
nings, with their captain
Langlonyamba Meitan
Keishangbam being the
highest scorer with 36 runs
off 69 balls. However,
Markande's excellent bowl-
ing towards the end halted
their progress.

Chasing a modest target
of 102, North Zone faced an
early hiccup when opener
Shubham Khajuria was
run out for just six runs.
Nonetheless, Prabhsimran
Singh (40 not out off 35
balls) and Himanshu Rana

(52 not out off 33 balls) took
charge and anchored a
match-winning partner-
ship of 93 runs for the sec-
ond wicket.

North Zone reached the
target in just 12.5 overs,
showcasing their domi-
nance over North East
Zone's bowlers. Despite
having used six different
bowling options, the latter
failed to halt Prabhsimran
and Rana's impressive bat-
ting display.

With this resounding
victory, North Zone regis-
tered only their second win
in five matches in the 50-
over competition, placing
them in the fourth spot on
the points table.

Markande and Rana lead North Zone’s win

Nitish Rana

Port of Spain, Aug 01 (PTI):

Wicketkeeper-batter
Shai Hope and fast bowler
Oshane Thomas were re-
called as the West Indies
named a 15-member 'provi-
sional' squad for the five-
match T20 International
series against India, begin-
ning on Thursday at
Tarouba.

All 15 members of the
provisional squad, to be
led by Rovman Powell, will
travel to all matches.
There will then be a 13-
member squad for each
match from which the

final XI will be selected,
the Cricket West Indies
(CWI) said. The 29-year-old
Hope, the West Indies cap-
tain in the three-match
ODI series, last played a
T20I in February last year

in Kolkata during the tour
of India.

The 26-year-old Thomas,
on the other hand, is com-
ing back after playing his
last T20I in Karachi in
December 2021.

Tarouba, Aug 01 (PTI):

Star India all-rounder Ravindra Jadeja
responded to former captain Kapil Dev's
dig on the team becoming 'arrogant', say-
ing "people make such comments when
India lose matches".

Recently, Kapil said that arrogance has
crept in the current Indian team and the
players feel they know everything.

Talking to reporters on the eve of the
series-deciding third ODI against the
West Indies here, Jadeja said the players
were only focussed on winning for India
and have no personal agenda.

"Everyone has their own opinion. Ex-
players have full right to share their opin-
ion, but I don't think there is any arro-
gance in this team," Jadeja said.

"Everyone is enjoying their cricket and
everyone is hardworking. No one has
taken anything for granted. They are giv-
ing their 100 per cent. Such comments
generally come when Indian team loses a
match.

Chennai, Aug 01 (PTI):

Indian men's hockey
team's chief coach, Craig
Fulton, announced that
they will continue to apply
the tactical changes they re-
cently introduced during
the Asian Champions
Trophy. The tournament,
scheduled from August 3 to
12 at the Mayor
Radhakrishnan Stadium in
Chennai, will serve as a
vital preparation platform
for the upcoming Asian
Games in Hangzhou,
China.

Fulton expressed satis-
faction with the team's re-
cent performance in the
100th anniversary Spanish
Hockey Federation interna-
tional tournament, where

they secured a commend-
able third-place finish.
Their victory against the
reigning FIH Pro League
champions, Netherlands, in
the third-fourth play-off
match boosted their confi-
dence. Vice-captain Hardik
Singh emphasized the im-
portance of maintaining

focus throughout each
match, controlling the
game's tempo from the
start, and approaching
every opponent as a formi-
dable challenge. The Asian
Champions Trophy will fea-
ture six teams, including
India, Pakistan, Japan,
Korea, China, and
Malaysia. After the round-
robin stage, the top four
teams will advance to the
semifinals.

Captain Harmanpreet
Singh highlighted the sig-
nificance of the next couple
of months for the Indian
team. The upcoming tour-
nament offers a valuable
opportunity for the players
to gain experience and exe-
cute the strategies they
have worked on diligently.

We will continue to apply
tactical changes: Fulton Chengdu, Aug 01 (PTI):

The Indian trio of Ashi
Chouksey, Manini Kaushik
and Sift Kaur Samra won
gold in women's 50m rifle 3
positions team event at the
World University Games
here on Tuesday.

Ashi, Manini and Sift
scored an impressive 3527
points to take the top spot
ahead of China (3525) and
Czech Republic (3499) on
day five of the Games.

In the men's 10m air pis-
tol team event, the Indian
trio of Arjun Singh
Cheema, Varun Tomar and
Anmol Jain bagged a
bronze medal, scoring 1730
points. Korea and China
took gold and silver respec-
tively. Tomar finished sev-
enth in the final of the indi-
vidual event.

India’s women
50m rifle 3P team
wins gold in WUG

New Delhi, Aug 01 (PTI):

Star Indian shuttlers HS
Prannoy and Lakshya Sen on
Tuesday jumped to the ninth
and 11th spots respectively in
the latest BWF world rankings
following semifinal finishes at
Japan Open Super 750 bad-
minton tournament.
While Prannoy gained one
spot, Sen improved two places
after they lost in the semifi-
nals in three hard-fought
games against Denmark's
Viktor Axelsen and Indonesia's
Jonatan Christie respectively
in Tokyo last week.
Former world number one
Kidambi Srikanth also went up

a rung to 19th position, while
national champion Mithun
Manjunath moved four places
to the 50th position.
Double Olympic medallist PV
Sindhu remained static at the
17th spot, while Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty
also stayed at the world num-
ber 2 position in the latest
chart.

Prannoy moves to 9th, Lakshya
jumps to 11th in BWF ranking

People make such comments
when India lose match: Jadeja

Hope and Thomas return as
West Indies T20Is against India
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Chandigarh, Aug 01 (PTI)

Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar on
Tuesday said the attack on
a VHP procession in Nuh
seems to be part of a big
conspiracy and asserted
that strict action will be
taken against the culprits.

Five people have been
killed in the violence that
erupted on Monday. Four
people, including two
home guards, died and
many others injured in
Nuh, where mobs tried to
stop a Vishva Hindu
Parishad (VHP) proces-
sion, while a naib imam
was killed at a mosque in
Gurugram.

Khattar’s remarks came
hours after Haryana
Home Minister Anil Vij
said someone who wanted
to disturb the peace in the
state engineered the vio-

lence in Nuh.
On Tuesday, authorities

imposed a curfew in the
district after the previous
day’s violence.

Chief Minister Khattar
on Tuesday afternoon held
a meeting here with Vij
and senior officials, in-
cluding the chief secre-
tary, to take stock of the
situation. Senior police of-
ficers, including the DGP,
joined the meeting virtual-
ly. According to an official
statement, Khattar said
that every year, the ‘Brij
Mandal Jalabhishek
Yatra’ used to be taken out.
This year too, this Yatra
was being taken out when
the incidents occurred at
around 2 pm on Monday,
he said.

Some people hatched a
conspiracy and attacked
the procession, Khattar
said, adding police person-

nel were also attacked.
“Definitely, it looks like

part of a big conspiracy,”
the CM said.

So far, 44 FIRs have been
registered and 70 people
taken into custody.

After investigations,
strict action will be taken
against all those found in-
volved in the violence, he
said. Anyone who has in-
dulged in this arson will
not be spared, he said.

After the incident,

Khattar had dispatched
the DGP, ADGP (CID) and
ADGP (law and order) to
Nuh while police force
from neighbouring dis-
tricts was rushed and the
Centre was requested to
send additional forces, the
statement said.

Sixteen companies of
central forces and 30 com-
panies of Haryana Police
also reached Nuh and the
situation in the district
was normalised, said the
CM. In neighbouring
areas, including
Gurugram, Palwal and
Faridabad, some incidents
of violence were reported
and peace has been estab-
lished now, the statement
said. As a precautionary
measure, curfew has been
imposed (in Nuh) and
Section 144 clamped in
some of the adjoining dis-
tricts, Khattar said.

He again appealed to all
to cooperate and help
maintain peace, saying
what happened in Nuh on
Monday was unfortunate.

Earlier in the day, Home
Minister Vij had said the
incident in Nuh does not
appear to have happened
all of a sudden.

“The level of violence
that took place and also oc-
curred at different points,
the way stones were col-
lected, the way weapons
were brandished, the way
shots were fired, it does
not appear to have hap-
pened all of a sudden,” Vij
told reporters in Ambala.

Both the communities
live peacefully there, he
said. Somebody who
wanted to disturb peace in
the state and the country
engineered or master-
minded this incident,
claimed Vij.

‘Mastermind’s plan’: Khattar on Nuh violence MONSOON CLOUDS

Children play on the bank of River Hooghly as dark clouds fill the sky, in Nadia, Tuesday. 

New Delhi, Aug 01 (PTI) 

More than 85,000 candi-
dates have been allotted
seats in under-graduate
courses in Delhi
University (DU) colleges
in the first round of seat
allocation, officials said on
Tuesday.

They said 2,02,416 eligi-
ble candidates were con-
sidered for seat allocation
based on their preference
of programme and college
combination. As many as
7,042 candidates have got
their first preference, the
officials said.

The seat allocation for
under-graduate pro-
grammes is being done
under the Common Seat
Allocation System (CSAS)-
UG-2023.

Seat allocation has been
done for all programmes
in all colleges, except in
those programmes where

the eligibility includes per-
formance and practical
tests, the officials said.

In a statement, the uni-
versity said that “a total of
85,853 allocations have
been done in the First
CSAS round itself”. “This
includes allocation to all
programmes in all col-
leges in UR, SC, ST,
OBC(NCL), EWS and two
supernumerary quotas,
PwBD and Kashmiri
Migrants,” it said.

While about 22,000 can-
didates have been allocat-
ed a seat from their first
five preferences, 7,042 can-
didates got their first pref-
erence. “The candidates
who have got a seat in the
first round will have to ac-
cept the seat by 4:59 pm
Friday, August 4, 2023,” the
statement said.

Colleges will check the
applications of candidates
and process the “applica-

tions till 04:59 pm
Saturday, August 5, 2023”,
it said.

“Candidates whose ap-
plications get approved by
the college will have to
submit the fees by 04:59 pm
Sunday, August 6, 2023.
The college may ‘raise a
query’ in case they seek
any clarification from the
candidate,” the statement
said.

Candidates who are of-
fered a seat in the first
round must complete ad-
mission formalities by the
stipulated time, the DU
said.

“Only candidates who
would complete their ad-
mission process, including
payment of fees, will be
able to opt for upgrade to
participate in the second
round,” it said.

The university will an-
nounce the second round
on 5:00 pm on August 10.

DU ADMISSIONS

85,853 candidates allotted seats 
in UG courses in first round

New Delhi, Aug 01 (PTI) 

Former prime minister
Indira Gandhi had good
relations with several RSS
leaders, and just as the
Sangh brass reached out to
her for help, she too used it
for her purposes but care-
fully kept a distance be-
tween the organisation
and herself, claims a new
book.

In “How Prime
Ministers Decide”, jour-
nalist Neerja Chowdhury
analyses the operating
styles of the country’s
prime ministers through
the prism of six decisions
of historic significance -
the strategy that Gandhi
devised to return to power
in 1980 post-Emergency,
the Shah Bano case, the
Mandal Commission, the
Babri Masjid incident,
Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s nod
to nuclear tests, and the
Indo-US nuclear deal
under Manmohan Singh.

The book claims the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) had made

overtures to Gandhi all
through the Emergency.

“RSS chief Balasaheb
Deoras had written to her
several times. Some RSS
leaders had reached out to
Sanjay Gandhi through
Kapil Mohan. Now, in 1977,
she would have to see how
to respond. But she would
have to play this one very
carefully,” Chowdhury
writes.

“Just as the RSS brass
had reached out to her for

help, she too used the RSS
for her purposes - but care-
fully kept a distance be-
tween the organisation
and herself. For all her op-
position to the RSS, she
had managed to get it to
support the Emergency.”

Sensing the unhappi-
ness amongst Muslims
about the Congress, she
wanted to “Hinduize her
politics”, aware that a
silent nudge from the RSS
or even a neutral stand by
them towards her might
help, Chowdhury says in
the book.

According to the author,
her book is about power
and its exercise by those
who held the highest pub-
lic office. The chapters il-
lustrate how the power of
the prime ministers
played out under majority
rule as well as in a coali-
tion government.

The book also claims
that in 1980, Atal Bihari
Vajpayee was trying to sec-
ularize his image while
Indira Gandhi was trying
to Hinduize the face of the

Congress.
“The RSS helped Indira

Gandhi come to power in
1980,” Gandhi’s close aide
Anil Bali is quoted as say-
ing. “She knew the RSS
had supported her but she
never acknowledged it
publicly. She used to admit
privately that had it not
been for the support by the
RSS, she could not have
won 353 seats, one more
than she had won in her
heyday in 1971,” Bali
claims.

He adds that “increased
temple going was not lost”
on the RSS leadership.

“RSS chief Balasaheb
Deoras had once remarked
during the course of a con-
versation, ‘Indira Gandhi
bahut badi Hindu hai
(Indira Gandhi is a
staunch Hindu).’

“Balasaheb Deoras and
his brother saw in Indira
Gandhi a potential leader
of the Hindus,” Bali is
quoted as saying.

The soon to be launched
book, published by Aleph
Book Company, also says

the RSS in 1971 praised
Gandhi for hiving off
Bangladesh, and weaken-
ing Pakistan.

“The then RSS chief
Madhav Sadashiv
Golwalkar, popularly
known as Guruji, wrote to
her, ‘The biggest measure
of credit for this achieve-
ment goes to you.’ In 1974,
she won the RSS’s admira-
tion again for exploding
the nuclear device - the
RSS had always advocated
a militarily strong India,”
it says.

Chowdhury also writes
that what V P Singh did,
no one else who had left
the Congress over the
years had managed to do.

“Neither Chandra
Shekhar, nor Sharad
Pawar, nor Ramkrishna
Hegde, nor Mamata
Banerjee, nor Jagan
Mohan Reddy. They too
had, like VP, severed rela-
tions with the Congress
leadership in the 1970s,
1980s, and 1990s in the last
century, and also in the
21st century.

‘Indira had good relations with many RSS leaders but carefully kept distance with Sangh’

New Delhi, Aug 01 (PTI) 

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday refused an urgent
hearing on the Uddhav
Thackeray faction’s plea
challenging the Election
Commission’s decision to
recognise the Eknath
Shinde-led bloc as the real
Shiv Sena and allotting to
it the ‘bow and arrow’ poll
symbol.

Advocate Amit Anand
Tiwari mentioned the mat-
ter before a bench headed
by Chief Justice DY
Chandrachud, seeking an
urgent hearing.

“Wait for the
Constitution bench on
Jammu and Kashmir to
get over and we will give a
date,” the bench, also com-

prising Justice JB
Pardiwala and Justice
Manoj Misra, said.

The petition contended
that the poll panel erred in
holding that disqualifica-
tion under the Tenth
Schedule and proceedings
under the Symbols Order
operate in different
spheres and that disquali-
fication of MLAs is not
based on cessation of
membership of a political
party. It also submitted
that the poll panel erred in
holding that there was a
split in the Shiv Sena.

In the absence of any
pleadings and evidence
that there was a split in a
political party, the findings
of the Election
Commission are complete-
ly erroneous on this
ground, the plea stated.

The petition said the

Thackeray faction has an
overwhelming majority in
the Pratinidhi Sabha —
the apex body represent-
ing the wishes of primary
members and other stake-
holders of the party.

The plea said the poll
panel has acted in a “bi-
ased and unfair manner”.

It is submitted that the
Election Commission of
India has failed to dis-
charge its duties as a neu-
tral arbiter of disputes
under para 15 of the sym-
bols order and has acted in
a manner undermining its
constitutional status, the
petition stated.

The poll panel had
recognised the Eknath
Shinde-faction as the real
Shiv Sena and ordered the
allocation of the ‘bow and
arrow’ election symbol of
the undivided party found-

ed by the late Balasaheb
Thackeray.

In a 78-page order on the
protracted battle for con-
trol of the organisation,
the commission allowed
the Uddhav Thackeray fac-
tion to keep the “flaming
torch” poll symbol allotted
to it till the completion of
the assembly byelections
in the state. The commis-
sion had said the MLAs
backing Shinde got nearly
76 per cent of the votes
polled in favour of the 55
winning Shiv Sena candi-
dates in the 2019
Maharashtra Assembly
elections. The MLAs in the
Uddhav Thackeray camp
got 23.5 per cent of the
votes polled in favour of
the winning Shiv Sena
candidates, the three-
member commission had
said.

SC refuses urgent hearing on Uddhav faction’s plea 
Against EC order

Mumbai, Aug 01:
Maharashtra Governor
Ramesh Bais released the
quarterly book ‘Raj Bhavan
Patrika’ at Raj Bhavan
Mumbai. The e-book gives
an account of the pro-
grammes and functions at-
tended by him during the
period April to July 2023.

The book covers the
Governor’s meetings with

the President of India,
Prime Minister of India,
diplomats, constitutional
functionaries, and events
such as Convocations, Book
release functions, etc. at-
tended by him. The e-book
has been brought out by the
Governor’s Secretariat and
can be accessed online from
the website of Maharashtra
Raj Bhavan.

Guv releases Quarterly e-Book 
‘Raj Bhavan Patrika’

FLOWER SHOW PREPARATIONS

Preparations underway for the annual flower show for Independence Day at the Lalbagh Botanical Garden, 
in Bengaluru, Tuesday.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  AAuugg  0011  ((PPTTII))
Opposition leaders will meet
President Droupadi Murmu on
Wednesday to raise the
Manipur issue after their
demand for the prime minis-
ter’s statement in Parliament
followed by a comprehensive
discussion on the violence in
the state remained unfulfilled.
Congress chief Mallikarjun
Kharge had sought time from
President Murmu on behalf of
the opposition parties to dis-
cuss the Manipur issue, and
the President has granted time
to them on Wednesday at
11.30 am, party leaders said
on Tuesday. The delegation
will also include 21 MPs of the
opposition Indian National
Developmental Inclusive
Alliance (INDIA) who visited
Manipur on July 29-30. The
opposition is demanding a

statement by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi followed by a
discussion under Rule 267 after
suspending all other House
business, while the ruling dis-
pensation wants a short-dura-
tion discussion on Manipur
which will be replied to by
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah.

Oppn leaders to meet
President Murmu today

To discuss Manipur
issue
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