
Convicted
NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  A Delhi court
on Monday convicted four
Indian Mujahideen (IM)
operatives in a 2012 case
of hatching a criminal con-
spiracy to wage war
against the government by
carrying out terrorist
attacks across the coun-
try. Special Judge
Shailender Malik held the
accused - Danish Ansari,
Aftab Alam, Imran Khan,
and Obaid-Ur-Rehman
under various sections of
the IPC and the stringent
Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act. The court
passed the order noting
that the accused had
pleaded guilty on July 7.

Called off 
SShhiimmllaa:: The Shrikhand
Mahadev Yatra in
Himachal Pradesh’s Kullu
has been terminated after
the death of six pilgrims
during the trek this sea-
son, according to a state-
ment issued by the state
government on Monday.
The announcement comes
amid the widespread
havoc caused by inces-
sant rains in the state.
Earlier, the Kullu district
administration had post-
poned the pilgrimage 
till July 11.

Stab
GGuurruuggrraamm:: A man
allegedly stabbed his for-
mer fianc to death in
broad daylight here on
Monday, with the entire
incident caught on CCTV,
officials said, adding that
the accused has been
arrested. Family members
of the girl had broken off
the engagement between
the victim Neha (19) and
the accused Ram Kumar
(23) earlier, police said.
Both the accused and the
victim were from Uttar
Pradesh’s Badaun and
were staying in Molahera
village in rented places.

Seize 
HHyyddeerraabbaadd::  Hyderabad
Customs officials on
Monday said they have
seized smuggled gold
weighing 1.93 kg valued
at Rs 1.17 crore and over
62,000 smuggled
Cigarette sticks in differ-
ent cases at the interna-
tional airport here.
Based on passenger pro-
filing and surveillance,
the officers of
Hyderabad Customs
seized the smuggled
gold and the cigarettes
on July 9, a release 
from the Customs
department said.

AMARNATH PILGRIMS

Stranded pilgrims prepare food after the Amarnath Yatra was temporarily 
suspended due to bad weather, in Jammu, Monday.
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BRIEF

A model walks the ramp
during the annual fashion
show ‘Fashionnova 2023’

organised by the Institute of
Design and Technology, in

Surat, Monday.
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New Delhi, Jul 10: 

As torrential rains
wreaked havoc in north
India for another day,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday spoke
with senior ministers and
officials to take stock of
the situation while
Congress chief
Mallikarjun Kharge
sought relief from the PM
CARES Fund for the rain-
hit states.

Several rivers, includ-
ing the Yamuna in Delhi,
in north India are in spate.
In cities and towns across
the region, many roads
and residential areas were
submerged in knee-deep
water with the civic sys-
tem unable to hold on in
the face of record rains on
Sunday.

The prime minister
spoke with senior minis-
ters and officials and took
stock of the situation in
the wake of excessive
rainfall in parts of the
country, his office said.

Local administrations,
National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF)
and State Disaster
Response Force (SDRF)
teams are working to en-
sure the well-being of
those affected, the Prime
Minister’s Office said.

“PM @narendramodi
spoke to senior ministers
and officials, and took
stock of the situation in
the wake of excessive
rainfall in parts of India.
Local administrations,
NDRF and SDRF teams
are working to ensure the

well-being of those affect-
ed,” the Prime Minister’s
Office (PMO) said in a
tweet. Twenty people
stranded in Himachal
Pradesh’s tourist town of
Manali were rescued but
about 300 others were
stranded across various

parts of the hill state as
heavy rain wreaked havoc
for the third day on
Monday.

The state is bracing for
another day of downpours
with the meteorological
department issuing a
“red” alert for “extremely

heavy rain” on Monday, a
day after heavy rain
pounded the state, trigger-
ing landslides, damaging
houses and leaving sever-
al people dead.

Officials said rail opera-
tions on the Shimla-Kalka
route, a UNESCO world
heritage site, have been
suspended till Tuesday as
landslides blocked the
track at several places
while educational institu-
tions across the state were
ordered to remain shut on
Monday and Tuesday.

Rain fury in N India, HP bears the brunt 

Swollen Beas river during incessant monsoon rainfall, in Kullu district, Monday.

PM assures help
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has spoken with chief
ministers of Himachal
Pradesh and Uttarakhand
about the situation due to
excessive rains and assured
them of all help and support
from the central government,
official sources said Monday.
Modi also spoke with senior
ministers and officials and
took stock of the situation in
the wake of excessive rainfall
in parts of the country, his
office said. Local administra-
tions, National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF) and
State Disaster Response
Force (SDRF) teams are
working to ensure the well-
being of those affected, the
Prime Minister’s Office said.

‘HP not seen such ‘widespread heavy rains’ in 50 years’
Himachal Pradesh has not witnessed such “widespread heavy rains” in the past 50 years and the
state has suffered a loss of about Rs 3,000 crore in this monsoon season so far, Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu said on Monday. About 17 persons have died in rain-related incidents in
the state in the past two days, he said, adding that efforts are afoot to rescue 400 tourists and
locals stranded at Chandertal and between Pagal and Teilgi nallah in Lahaul and Spiti.

New Delhi, Jul 10 (PTI): 

Loaded with more fuel, a
slew of fail-safe measures
and a bigger landing site,
the Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) is set
to make yet another at-
tempt to land on the moon
with the launch of
Chandrayaan-3 on Friday.

Chandrayaan-3, set for
lift-off at 2:35 pm on
Friday, will be a follow-up
mission after the crash-
landing of Chandrayaan-2
in September 2019 due to a
software glitch.

ISRO Chairman S
Somanath on Monday
shared minute details
about what went wrong

with the Vikram lander of
Chandrayaan-2 as it went
hurtling down towards the
identified 500m x 500 m
landing spot on the lunar
surface with the engines
designed to reduce its ve-
locity developing higher
thrust than expected.

“The primary issues
were, one we had five en-
gines which were used to
give the reduction of the
velocity, which is called
the retardation. These en-
gines developed higher
thrust than what was ex-
pected,” he told reporters

here on the sidelines of
India Space Congress or-
ganised by SIA India.

Somanath said that
when such a higher thrust
was happening, the errors
on account of this differ-
ential were accumulated
over some period.

“All the errors got accu-
mulated, which was on the
higher side than what we
had expected. The craft
had to make very fast
turns. When it started to
turn very fast, its ability to
turn was limited by the
software, because we
never expected such high
rates to come. This was the
second issue,” the ISRO
chief said.

New Delhi, Jul 10 (PTI): 

There will be no
freeze on the Centre’s
executive order con-

trolling the bureaucrats
posted in Delhi, the
Supreme Court said today
in response to a petition
by Delhi’s Aam Aadmi
Party government, which
had challenged the consti-
tutional validity of the
Centre’s order. But the
court has issued a notice
to the Centre following the
Delhi government’s peti-
tion. “We will issue notice
to amend the petition to
implead the Lieutenant
Governor,” said Chief
Justice of India DY
Chandrachud. The next

hearing is on Monday,
when the court will also
hear the Delhi govern-
ment’s petition on the
Lieutenant Governor
sacking 400 specialists like
fellows, research officers.

A bench comprising
Chief Justice D Y
Chandrachud and
Justices P S Narasimha is-
sued notice to the govern-
ment and asked senior ad-
vocate Abhishek Singhvi,
appearing for the AAP
government, to amend its
plea and add the
Lieutenant Governor as
party in case. “We’ll issue

notice,” the bench said
while posting the matter
for hearing on July 17. In
its plea, the AAP govern-
ment has said it is an “un-
constitutional exercise of
executive fiat” that at-
tempts to “override” the
top court and the basic
structure of the
Constitution. Besides
quashing the ordinance,
the Delhi government has
also sought an interim
stay on it. The Centre had
on May 19 promulgated
the Government of
National Capital Territory
of Delhi (Amendment)
Ordinance, 2023, to create
an authority for transfer
and posting of Group-A of-
ficers in Delhi.

New Delhi, Jul 10 (PTI):
The Supreme Court on
Monday refused to inter-
fere with the CBI and
Enforcement Directorate
probe against TMC leader
Abhishek Banerjee in the
alleged West Bengal
teacher recruitment scam,
saying it cannot stultify
the investigation in the
case. A bench of Chief
Justice DY Chandrachud
and Justice PS Narasimha
allowed Banerjee to avail
available remedies under
the law but refused to in-
terfere with the May 18
order of the Calcutta High
Court. “We are not going to
interfere with the im-

pugned order as this would
stultify the investigation.
Petitioner can avail the
available remedies under
the law”, the bench said.
On May 26, the top court
had stayed the imposition
of Rs 25 lakh cost on
Banerjee by the high court
which had dismissed his
plea for recall of its previ-
ous order that CBI and ED
could interrogate him in
the West Bengal school
jobs scam cases. The top
court, had however not
stayed the part of the high
court order which had said
the central probe agencies
could quiz the Trinamool
Congress general secre-
tary in connection with
these cases.

Hampi (K’taka), Jul 10
(PTI): In a resounding tri-
umph of cultural creativi-
ty, women of the nomadic
Lambani community of
Hampi in Karnataka have
set a new Guinness World
Record for producing the
highest number of embroi-
dery patches.

At the G20 Culture
Working Group meeting
held here, around 450
Lambani artisans show-
cased their exceptional
skills and craftsmanship
by creating an astounding
collection of over 1,755
unique patches.

Lambani embroidery is
a vibrant and intricate
form of textile embellish-
ment characterised by
colourful threads, mirror
work, and a rich array of
stitch patterns. It is prac-
tised in several villages of
Karnataka such as Sandur,

Keri Tanda,
M a r i y a m m a n a h a l l i ,
Kadirampur, Sitaram
Tanda, Bijapur, and
Kamalapur. This initiative
is congruent with the third
priority of the CWG,
‘Promotion of Cultural
and Creative Industries
and Creative Economy’, as
it spotlights the rich artis-
tic tradition of Lambani
embroidery, thereby pro-
moting the creative econo-
my of Karnataka and
India. This remarkable
achievement has not only
brought immense pride to
the Lambani artisans, but
also given a sense of em-
powerment and recogni-
tion to the community, Lily
Pandeya, Joint Secretary,
Ministry of Culture said.

New Delhi, Jul 10: In a
major development, India
is planning to buy 26
Rafale fighter aircraft and
three Scorpene class con-
ventional submarines
from France.

The proposals have
been placed before the
Defence Ministry by the
defence forces and are
likely to be announced
during Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s visit to
France this week, govern-
ment sources told ANI.

As per the proposals,
the Indian Navy will get 22
single-seated Rafale
Marine aircraft along
with four trainer aircraft.
The Navy had been press-

ing for acquiring these
fighter aircraft and sub-
marines urgently as they
have been facing short-
ages in view of the securi-
ty challenges around the
country.

The aircraft carriers
INS Vikramaditya and
INS Vikrant have been op-
erating the MiG-29s and
need the Rafales for opera-
tions on both carriers.

Meanwhile, the three
Scorpene class sub-
marines would be ac-
quired under the repeat
clause by the Navy as part
of Project 75 where they
would be built in the
Mazagon Dockyards
Limited in Mumbai.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuull  1100  ((PPTTII)):: Retail
price of tomato has touched up
to Rs 200 per kilogramme in
some parts of the country
including Delhi as incessant
rains disrupted supplies,
traders said and added that the
rates of other vegetables have
also firmed up. Heavy rainfall
in producing areas has led to
waterlogging leading to the
damage of tomato crop and
other perishable vegetables
grown below the soil especially
onion, and ginger, they said.

As per the data maintained
by the Consumer Affairs
Ministry, the all-India average
retail price of tomato was rul-
ing at 104.38 per kg on

Monday, with maximum price
quoted was Rs 200 per kg in
Swai Madhopur and minimum
was Rs 31 per kg in Churu in
Rajasthan. Among metros,
retail price of tomato was
quoted highest at Rs 149 per kg
in Kolkata, followed by Rs 135
per kg in Mumbai, Rs 123 per
kg in Chennai and Rs 100 per
kg in Delhi, the data showed.

The retail price of tomato
and other vegetables varies
depending on the quality and
the location where they are
sold. “There has been further
disruption in the supply of
tomato in Delhi because of the
heavy rains in the last two
days. 
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Heavy rains  push up retail

tomato prices up to Rs 200/kg

Pune, July 10 (PTI): 

NCP MLA from Wai
constituency in
Maharashtra’s Satara dis-
trict, Makarand Patil, on
Monday, said he has joined
the camp led by senior
party leader and Deputy
Chief Minister Ajit Pawar.

Patil said he decided to
join the Ajit Pawar camp
to save two sugar factories
in his constituency which
are in financial crisis and
in the hope of bringing de-
velopment and resolving
tourism-related issues in
Wai.

Notably, Patil was pres-
ent during Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP)
founder Sharad Pawar’s
visit to Karad city, a day

after Ajit Pawar and eight
other MLAs joined the
Shiv Sena-BJP govern-
ment.

The MLA claimed his
name had figured in the
list of nine ministers of
NCP, including Ajit Pawar
who took oath last Sunday.

“But I told Ajit Pawar
that I would have to con-
sult my supporters and
people from the con-
stituency before taking
any decision,” he told PTI.

Several workers and
supporters of Patil from
Satara district met Ajit
Pawar in Mumbai on
Saturday.

In the video of the meet-
ing, an NCP functionary
from the Wai constituency
is seen demanding a

Cabinet berth for Patil.
The MLA said it was a

very difficult call to take
as both Sharad Pawar and
Ajit Pawar are dear to
him.

“It was a tough decision.
Recently, I took over two
sugar factories that were
in a financial crisis. Just
because of people’s insis-
tence, I contested the elec-
tions to these factories. I
could handle the last
year’s (sugarcane crush-
ing) season without any
problem,” he said.

Patil said they faced
various difficulties in the
last year when not in
power in managing the
factories.

“Against this backdrop,
we have decided (to join

the Ajit Pawar camp) to
save these sugar factories,
and to address the issues
related to development
and tourism in my con-
stituency,” he added.

Patil claimed he took
this decision on the insis-
tence of NCP workers who
flagged issues related to
the sugar mills and devel-
opment in Wai.

After joining the
Eknath Shinde-Devendra
Fadnavis government, the
Ajit Pawar camp has
staked the claim to the
NCP name and symbol.

Ajit Pawar loyalists, in-
cluding Praful Patel, are
insisting that they have
the support of “40 plus”
out of the 53 MLAs of
NCP.

Other veggies also get costlier

Lambani artisans set Guinness World Record 

Embroidery patches made
by around 450 artisans

from the nomadic
Lambanis community are

all set to enter for a
Guinness record, in Hampi.

 For making 
highest number of
embroidery patches

India to buy 26 Rafales, 3
Scorpene subs from France

Sharad Pawar faction MLA joins Ajit camp 

ISRO to make another attempt to land on moon
With more fuel, fail-safe measures, Chandrayaan-3 to leap towards moon on Friday

Mumbai-based private firm provides
key equipment for Chandrayaan-3

A Mumbai-based private aerospace company has supplied crit-
ical components to the Indian Space Research Organisation
(ISRO) for its upcoming Chandrayaan-3 mission.Liquid propul-
sion engines such as Vikas, CE20, and satellite thrusters for the
lunar mission have been manufactured by Godrej Aerospace in
its facility at Vikhroli in suburban Mumbai, a senior company
official said on Monday.



‘Swachhta Pakhwada-2023’ program
organised in Kendriya Vidyalaya Durg

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuull  1100::  "Swachhta
Pakhwada-2023" is being cele-
brated from July 1, 2023 to July
15, 2023 under the Swachh
Bharat Abhiyan by the National
Statistical Office (Field
Operations Division), Regional
Office, Raipur, Ministry of
Statistics and Program
Implementation, Government
of India.

Ministry of Jal Shakti,
Department of Drinking Water
and Sanitation, Government of
India is the nodal agency for
monitoring country level
Swachhta Pakhwada 2023. It is
noteworthy that the Swachh
Bharat Mission was launched in
India on October 02, 2014. This
mission was implemented as a
nationwide campaign and mass
movement. Under the mission,
all villages, gram panchayats,
districts, states and union terri-
tories in India declared them-
selves "Open Defecation Free"
(ODF) by October 2, 2019, the
150th birth anniversary of
Mahatma Gandhi.

On July 08, 2023, the
"Swachhta Pakhwada-2023"
program was organised in
Kendriya Vidyalaya, Durg,

which was inaugurated by
Ashutosh Awasthi, Deputy
Director of National Statistical
Office, Regional Office, Raipur.
Gloria Minj, Principal of
Kendriya Vidyalaya, Durg was
also present as a special guest
on this occasion. In the pro-
gram, a welcome song and
group dance was presented by
the students of Kendriya
Vidyalaya, Durg on the theme
of "Cleanliness and Healthiness
and Environmental Protection."

Guests were welcomed by
the Principal Gloria Minj,
Kendriya Vidyalaya, Durg. She
addressed the students on the
importance of tree plantation,
environmental protection and
cleanliness campaign to save
nature. She said that global
warming is increasing due to
the green house effect.

Addressing the program,
Ashutosh Awasthi, Deputy
Director, National Statistical
Office, Regional Office, Raipur;
highlighted the importance of
cleanliness in daily life, high-
lighted the importance of trees
in keeping the world beautiful
and also about the cleanliness
and tree plantation campaigns
being run by the Government of
India. He highlighted the impor-

tance and main points of
Cleanliness mission in our
country since independence
and also highlighted the all im-
portant points of present
"Swachch Bharat Mission"
launched by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on October 02,
2014. He also highlighted the
purpose of cleanliness aware-
ness launched by the
Government of India under
which different types of pro-
grams and campaigns are
being conducted in "Swachhta
Pakhwada-2023".  He explained
that various Ministries,
Departments and Institutions of
the Government of India are
participating in this campaign,

for which the Ministry of Jal
Shakti, Department of Drinking
Water and Sanitation,
Government of India is the
nodal agency for monitoring
country level Swachhta
Pakhwada 2023 under which
each ministry has been allotted
a certain time period (calendar)
for this campaign, under which
the period from July 01, 2023 to
July 15, 2023 has been fixed for
the National Statistics Office,
Ministry of Statistics and
Program Implementation.
Under the campaign,
"Swachhta Pakhwada-2023"
will be celebrated in all the of-
fices of the Ministry and the
National Statistical Office

across the country.
Under Swachchta

Pakhwada-2023 program; vari-
ous activities related to the en-
tire campaign were organized
to achieve universal sanitation
and also the students and offi-
cers were motivated to achieve
goals of cleanliness in our life
and also in neighbourhood of
our residence and office. Under
the above program organized in
the Kendriya Vidyalaya, Durg ,
twenty five (25) saplings were
planted in the school campus
and the campus was also
cleaned.

The program was coordi-
nated by SK Tirkey, Senior
Teacher, Kendriya Vidyalaya,
Durg. PL Sonwani, Assistant
Director, Regional Office,
Raipur and PR Sahu and Vijay
Kumar Rakhonde, Sreeni E,
Sushant Chhatriya, Oliver
Kujur, Senior Statistical
Officers, employees of Sub
Regional Office, Durg, teach-
ers and students of Kendriya
Vidyalaya, Durg participated
in the program. At the end of
the program, vote of thanks
was given by Yaseen Ali,
Incharge & Senior Statistical
Officer, National Statistical
Office, Durg.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 10: A
Delegation under Azadi
Ka Amrit Mahotsav visit-
ed SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant
on July 10, 2023. The dele-
gation was led by Subhash
Kumar, Deputy Secretary
(Ministry of Steel) and
Lakshmi Shrirangesh,
Under Secretary (Ministry
of Steel), as a part of the
10th Scrap Recycling
(Ferrous & Non-ferrous)
Waste Utilization Drive, an
awareness conference and
industrial visit being joint-
ly organised by the
Ministry of Steel,
Ministry of Mines,
Material Recycling
Association of India
(MRAI) and Jawaharlal
Nehru Aluminium
Research Development

and Design Centre
(JNARDDC).

The delegation was wel-
comed at Bhilai Steel Plant
at HRD Centre, Bhilai by
Nisha Soni, CGM
(HRD&BE), DL Moitra,
CGM (Env Mgmt), and
Amulya Priyadarshi, GM
(HRD). The delegation was
briefed about safety pre-
cautions to be taken dur-

ing the visit to the plant by
Shovan Ghosh, AGM
(SED) in presence of SK
Agarwal, GM I/c (SED).
The visitors used the
Personal Protective
Equipment (PPEs) during
the entire Plant Visit.

The delegation took
keen interest in operations
of various production
units of Bhilai Steel Plant

and witnessed Steel
Making at the Modex
Units, including Blast
Furnace 8, Steel Melting
Shop-3 & Universal Rail
Mill.

Subhash Kumar, Deputy
Secretary (Ministry of
Steel) joined the delega-
tion at HRD Centre, Bhilai,
where K Praveen, GM
(Env Mgmt) gave a presen-

tation on Scrap & Waste
Management, which was
well received by the dele-
gation.

The Delegation com-
prised of cross-section of
officers, Professors, stu-
dents and industrialists
from around the country,
including members from
MRAI, JNARDDC, NIT
Raipur, MSTC Raipur,
CGSIMA, and
Chhatisgarh Mini Steel
Plant Association, along
with members from vari-
ous other steel entities of
the state including Shiv
Real Ispat Pvt Ltd, Sindi
Ispat, HSR Rerollers Pvt
Ltd, Ashok Ispat Udyog,
Sarvapriya Castings Pvt
Ltd, Mahendra Sponge &
power, Black Rock Steel &
Power and Nath
Enterprises.
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Bhilai, Jul 10: Mathew
Varughese, currently
Commandant, Border
Security Force has been pro-
moted to assume charge as
DIG , BSF in Agartala.
Mathew, a 1993 batch BSF of-
ficer trained at BSF
Academy Takenpur in
Gwalior, will be joining duty
in Agartala on July 17, 2023.

In the Border Security
Force he has held very im-
portant assignments
throughout the country
from 1993 till date. He has
served in the peak of mili-
tancy in Jammu & Kashmir,
Mizoram and has also
served in Kanker District of
Chhattisgarh as part of Anti

Naxal Operations. He be-
came the Deputy
Commandant in 1998,
Second in Command in 2006,
Commandant in 2011 and
now promoted to the rank of
Deputy Inspector General in
July 2023. He was the first
Commandment to set up the
Thrissur BSF unit in Kerala
in 2011 followed by another

tenure as Commandant
Operations in Sector
Trivandrum from 2019 -
2022. Mathew did his school-
ing in Railway English
Medium School, Bilaspur
(CG) and graduated from
CM Dubey College, Bilaspur.
He was an outstanding
sportsman having repre-
sented Madhya Pradesh in
the nationals from 1985-87.
He has represented the
School Nationals from
Madhya Pradesh state team
in 1986 and 1987. He was an
outstanding Basketball play-
er and represented the state
team as well as was captain
of the School and University
team. He had played the All
India athletic
Championship in 1987-88.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 10:
International Motivational
Speaker of Spiritual World
Brahmakumari Shivani
Didi will deliver a spiritual
sermon "God's Power Mere
Pass" in a programme
being organised by PBIV
Bhilai Sewa Kendra
Rajyog Bhavan, on July 22,
2023.

The programme will be
organised at the ground
in BSP Senior Secondary
School, Sector -07 from
18:30 hrs, informed BK
Asha Didi while interact-
ing with media persons at

the Peace auditorium of
Rajyog Bhavan.

A motivational speaker
of the Awakening With
B r a h m a k u m a r i s ,
Ambassador of World
Psychiatrist Association
Brahmakumari Shivani
Didi is honoured with
Nari Shakti Samman is
known for her divine
speech on human behav-
iour and presenting accu-
rate, simple, easy solu-
tions to the problems oc-
curring in the life of
every human being.

Director of Bhilai Seva
Kendras, Brahma Kumari
Asha Didi informed about

Shivani Didi's arrival in
Bhilai and said that de-
spite her busy schedule,
she gave time to Bhilai
and the topic of her di-
vine speech is "God's
Power Mere Paas" i.e.

God's Powers in each one.
The goal of this pro-

gram will be that every
human being imbibes di-
vine power in his/her
daily activities. It is neces-
sary to listen and imbibe it
in life after listening to it.

With the divine powers,
we can easily get rid of the
problems, anxiety, stress,
depression etc. that come
in life. She urged everyone
to take advantage of this
program with the goal
that the divine powers are
working in my life.

Priyanka Kaushal from
Raipur and BK Prachi
Didi accompanied BK

Asha Didi during the
media interaction.
Priyanka Kaushal elabo-
rated on the untiring serv-
ices of the sisters of
Brahmakumaris she
added that the director of
Bhilai Sewa kendra
Brahmakumari Asha
Didi also takes care of
Seva Kendras in
Chhattisgarh, Odisha,
Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan which come
under Indore zone. BK
Prachi Didi spoke on the
benefits of Rajyog medita-
tion and how it helps
lower stress and day to
day problems of life.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 10: A youth
was killed and two others
were injured in a road
mishap which occurred
late night on Sunday at
Dhamdha Naka in Durg.
The three victims were
moving on a bike and were
hit by a speeding Bolero
SUV. Durgesh Yadav, who
was riding the bike, died
on the spot while the pil-
lion riders suffered fatal
injuries.

According to informa-
tion, Shanti Nagar resi-
dent Durgesh Yadav (25)
son of Narad Yadav and

his two friends Manish
Yadav and Shitalesh were
moving from Durg to
Dhamdha on a bike bear-
ing registration number
CG07-BZ-4431.

They collided with a

Bolero SUV near Morcha
Point at Dhamdha Naka.
Durgesh suffered fatal in-
juries in the mishap and
died on the spot. The pil-
lion riders also suffered in-
juries and have been ad-
mitted to the hospital.
Their condition is report-
ed to be critical.

On Monday morning,
the locals staged chakka-
jam on Dhamdha Road de-
manding Rs 50 lakh com-
pensation for Durgesh's
family and Rs 25 lakh each
for the injured youth.
Police team reached the
spot and managed to dif-
fuse the tension.

Tripartite meeting held 
for registration of lease 

deed of BSP quarters
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 10: A tripartite
meeting was held between
the BSP management, dis-
trict administration and
BMC administration in the
presence of Bhilai Nagar
MLA and BMC Mayor for
resolving the difficulties in
the registration of lease
deeds of the leased BSP
quarters.

MLA Devendra Yadav,
Mayor Neeraj Pal,
Collector Pushpendra
Meena, BMC
Commissioner Rohit Vyas
and BSP officials were
present in the meeting.

It needs to be mentioned

here that MLA Devendra
Yadav had raised the woes
of the lease holders of BSP
quarter before the Chief
Minister during his bhet
mulaqat programme.

Taking the matter into cog-
nizance, CM had directed
the District Collector and
BSP CEO to look into the
matter and provide relief
to the lease holders.

Mayor Neeraj Pal has
released a video message
in this regard in which he
informed that there is
good news for the lease
holders who are waiting
for the last 21 years. Pal
said that MLA Devendra
Yadav has been making ef-
forts in this regard for the
last four years.

As per the CM's instruc-
tions, a meeting between
BSP management, BMC
and District
Administration was or-
ganised to resolve the
issue. Mayor said that the
issue of the registry of
lease deeds has been re-
solved.

Girl killed, brother injured 
in hit-and-run accident

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 10: A teenage
girl was killed and her
younger brother was
grievously injured in a hit-
and-run accident which
occurred at Shankar
Nagar area of Chhawani
Chowk late evening on
Sunday. The victims were
moving on a bike and were
hit by a rashly moving car.

The car driver sped
from the spot and hit an-
other man after about a
kilometer. Tension pre-
vailed in the Chhawani
Chowk area as the locals
came out on the streets
and staged protests. Police
have lodged a case and are
trying to trace the accused
driver and the vehicle.

According to eyewitness-
es, the car driver was heav-
ily drunk.

Chhawani Police in-
formed that the incident
occurred around 20:00 hrs
on Sunday. Sakshi Sao (18)
and her brother Chandan
Sao (16) were moving on a

bike in Shankar Nagar. A
speeding car came from
behind and escaped after
hitting the bike.

Sakshi and her brother
Chandan suffered fatal in-
juries and were rushed to
a nearby hospital. Sakshi
succumbed to her injuries

while Chandan is under-
going treatment at the hos-
pital. Their father Pramod
Sao is a driver by profes-
sion.

The accused car driver
hit a cyclist while escaping
from the spot. The cyclist
has suffered minor in-
juries and has been dis-
charged from the hospital
after first aid. Irked after
the mishap, locals came
out on the road and staged
chakkajam.

Immediately after get-
ting information, police
and administrative offi-
cials reached the spot
and diffused the tension.
They assured to nab the
accused soon and provide
compensation to the vic-
tim's family.
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Youth killed, two
injured in road mishap

BK Shivani Didi to deliver sermon on 
‘God’s Power Mere Pass’ on Jul 22

Mathew Varughese to assume
charge as DIG BSF

Mathew Varughese

Delegation under Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav visits BSP
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Raipur, Jul 10: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
came down heavily
against the allegations on
the state government re-
lated to liquor scam and
said that no changes have
been made by his govern-
ment in the rules and poli-
cies formed by the earlier
government related to
liquor. Baghel charged the
former CM Raman Singh
of formulating a policy to
pass on benefit to three
distilleries and added that
after ED’s challan, notices
have been issued to three
distilleries and to the offi-
cers posted there. CM said
that if any irregularity is
found then each and every
single penny will be recov-
ered.

Speaking to media per-
sons here on Monday, CM

Baghel spoke at length
about the charges on
liquor scam. He informed
that it was in 2020 that first
raid was conducted by IT
and now in 2023 ED is
claiming of Rs 2168 cr
liquor scam. ED is charg-
ing that it is without pay-
ment of Excise Duty that
liquor was taken out from
the distilleries.

CM Baghel said that if
the liquor cartons have
been taken out without de-
positing of Excise, then

first the action should be
taken against the liquor
distilleries, as it was their
responsibility and then
with the officer posted
their. But no action was
taken against them and
neither their property was
attached nor bank ac-
counts were seized. Baghel
said that if ED and IT con-
ducts raids, then they in-
formed how much of
property has been seized
or about disproportionate
income. CM questioned as

to whether any amount of
property to the tune of
liquor scam has been
seized or not.

CM Baghel said that
this was started in 2017,
when ex-CM Dr Raman
Singh prepared the new
liquor policy and under
which the government
took over the liquor shops
by forming a Corporation.
Liquor was purchased
through corporation and
sold through placement
agency. Baghel said that
in this policy it has been
clearly said that only
three distilleries in state
will supply country
liquor. On this Baghel
questioned as to why only
3 distilleries were final-
ized and what is Raman
Singh’s connection with
them. CM said that the
policy formed by Raman
Singh is still continuing
and we have not made
any changes in it. Under
this policy in 2018 the
then government earned
a revenue of Rs 3900
crore and today it has in-

creased to Rs 6500 cr.
Even after this they are
saying that liquor has
been taken out without
paying of Excise Duty?
CM said that we have
taken this into cog-
nizance and issued no-
tices to three distilleries
and the officials as well.

CM assertively said
that if the complaint is
found to be correct, then
each and every single
penny will be recovered.
If it is proved that there is
shortfall in state govern-
ment’s revenue, then due
action will be taken and
entire amount will be re-
covered, CM added.

Baghel said that with
elections in the offing,
BJP is doing all this and
since they (BJP) are un-
able to contest the elec-
tion, they want to contest
it through ED. The people
are not with them and
therefore they are mak-
ing all sorts of conspira-
cies and raising all con-
troversies to defame the
government, CM added.

State govt has not made any changes in
liquor policy of earlier govt: Baghel

BJP is raking up such
issues, as they are
unable to contest
elections without
help of ED 

HEAP OF GARBAGE

The nooks and corners of city are not being properly cleaned and it is resulting in
awful odor and flees posing risk for diseases during rainy season.

Raipur, Jul 10: Devotees
were seen offering prayers
at Hatkeshwar Mahadev,
Budheshwar Mahadev
temples. Shiva temples of
other locations in Raopur
have been crowded with
devotees since morning.
In the Hindu calendar,
‘Sawan’, also known as
‘Shravan, is the fifth
month of the Hindu lunar
calendar and one of the
holiest months of the year.
This year, the Shravan pe-
riod stretches for two
months instead of the
usual one-month period.
Previously, an almost two-
month-long Shravan peri-
od was observed approxi-
mately 19 years ago.The
Sawan month started on
July 4 and will go on till
August 31. It would be 59
days long and there would
be eight Mondays instead
of four.

Today was the first
Monday of the month of
Shravan. A large number
of devotees are reaching
the temples for

‘Jalabhishek’. The entire
temple area was  resound-
ing with the chants of ‘Har
Har Mahadev’ and ‘Bol
Bam’. On the eve of the
first Shravan Monday
falling on July 10, Shiva
temples were decorated
with attractive lights. A
bamboo cordon has been
made at Hatkeshwar
Mahadev Temple,
Budheshwar Temple so
that devotees can queue up
and perform
‘ J a l a b h i s h e k ’ .
‘Rudrabhishek’ of
Shivling was performed in

the presence of priests in
the Brahma Muhurta in
Shiva temples. After this,
the devotees were doing
‘Jalabhishek’ from morn-
ing to afternoon. The
doors of the temple have
been closed and decorated
in different forms in differ-
ent Shiva temples. After
which the devotees will be
able to see Shringar.
According to Pt. Suresh
Goswami, the priest of
Hatkeshwar Mahadev
Temple, after 19 years, due
to the coincidence of
Purushottam month in the

month of Shravan, this
year the month of
Shravan will last for 59
days. Due to two months of
Shravan, there is a coinci-
dence of eight Mondays.
Rudrabhishek and
adorable makeup of
Shivling will be done on
eight Mondays. Under the
leadership of Bol Bam
Kanwariya Seva Samiti,
Kanwariyas will served on
Ashwini Nagar main road.
There will be arrange-
ments of fruits, sherbet
and Bhandara for the
Kanwariyas. Apart from
this, Bhandara Prasadi
will also be served at
Mahadevghat on every
Monday. Devotees who are
termed Kanwariyas visit
places like Haridwar,
Gaumukh, and Gangotri
in Uttarakhand and
Sultanganj in Bihar to
fetch the holy water of the
River Ganga and then wor-
ship the God with that
water. Sawan commenced
on July 4 this year and will
continue till August 31.

Devotees throng temples to offer prayers
on first Monday of Sawan

Raipur, Jul 10: Forest
Minister Mohammad
Akbar has called the BJP’s
allegations baseless on the
issue of liquor ban in the
state. Addressing a press
conference here today
Minister Akbar charged
Bharatiya Janata Party
with doing politics of lies.
All BJP leaders lie, he al-
leged. ‘The BJP had said
that the Congress had
talked about banning liquor
by taking Gangajal in hand.
We had talked about liquor
ban, but did not do it with
Gangajal in hand’, Akbar
said.

In a video released by
Akbar, Congress leader
RPN Singh is seen swearing
with Gangajal in his hand
that loans of the farmers
will be waived off within 10
days. ‘Prime Minister and
the BJP said that we had
talked about banning alco-
hol by taking Gangajal in
hand. In fact we talked
about liquor ban, but did
not take Gangajal. The
thing that was said by tak-
ing Gangajal in hand was to

waive off the loans of the
farmers in 10 days’, Akbar
said, adding that committee
formed on liquor ban is
working. Vijay Baghel, con-
venor of the BJP manifesto
committee lied that BJP had
never talked about liquor
ban, Akbar said. Minister
Akbar said, the committee
under the chairmanship of
MLA Satyanarayan
Sharma had been constitut-
ed. The names of the MLAs
were also sought from the
BJP side for the committee,
but they have not given it,
he said. We have formed
Bharat Mata Vahini. To quit
intoxication, pamphlets are
being distributed along
with street plays. There
should be a complete ban on
all kinds of drugs. Big lead-
ers of BJP are lying. we
have to make people aware.

All BJP leaders lie: Akbar

Raipur, Jul 10: Governor
B i s w a b h u s a n
Harichandan visited Lord
Jagannath Mandir in Puri
during his stay in Odisha.
He offered prayers and
wished for the happiness
and prosperity of the
country and the people of
the state. The first lady of
the state, Suprabha
Harichandan, was also

present along with him.
He also visited the

Sakshi Gopal temple and
offered prayers. He paid
floral tributes to the

Pancha Sakha. Renowned
freedom fighter, teacher,
and author Shri
Utkalmani Pandit
Gopabandhu Das, along
with his friends Pandit
Nilakantha Das, Pandit
Godabarish Mishra,
Acharya Harihar Das, and
Pandit Krupasindhu
Mishra, are known as the
Panch Sakha.

Governor Harichandan seeks blessings from Lord Jagannath

Raipur, Jul 10: Twenty
three persons who were
playing ‘satta’ online
through ‘Reddy Anna
app’ have been arrested.
According to police trans-
action of money of ‘satta’
and link of Reddy Online
Satta was found in mobile
phone of one Madhukar
Sinha, aged 28 years, son
of Narsingh Sinha, resi-
dent of Sarkhi village
falling under jurisdiction
of Abhanpur Police
Station in Raipur, during
his interrogation after his
arrest under Section 365,

511, 34 IPC of crime num-
ber 200/23 registered in
Abhanpur Police Station.

When the police team
members questioned him
in connection with ‘satta’,
he named Karan Singh
Ghai, resident of New
Rajendra Nagar, Naveen
Agrawal, resident of
Dongargarh, Mukhiya
Ramamurthy from
Visakhapatnam and
other persons. He re-
vealsed that satta was
being operated online
from Odisha and
Vishakhapatnam.

Twenty three arrested
playing ‘satta’ After COVID hiatus

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuull  1100::  A 51-year-old
gentleman from Chhattisgarh
with multiple myeloma under-
went autologous bone marrow
transplantation at Ramkrishna
CARE Hospital, Raipur,
Chattisgarh. The treatment
was done by Dr. Ravi Jaiswal,
Consultant- Haemato-oncolo-
gy and BMT.

Addressing the scribes here
Dr Ravi Jaiswal informed that
patient was admitted to
Ramkrishna Care Hospital in
June 2021 with severe low
back pain for 2 months. The
treatment started with blood
tests, bone marrow test and
found to be suffering from

multiple myeloma- stage 3.
Treatment began with
Induction chemotherapy for 4
months followed by mainte-
nance therapy (oral tablets).
With the disease in control,
Autologous bone marrow
transplantation was done at
Ramkrishna CARE BMT unit.
“The patient was given a high
dose of chemotherapy which
wiped out his cancerous cells
follwed by stem cells infu-
sion.” Patient was admitted to
the Bone Marrow Transplant
unit. This consists of special
patient rooms, each with a
separate Air Handling Unit,
HEPA filters and positive air
pressure. The entry to the

patient rooms is restricted.
This is necessary to ensure
that patient does not contract
any infection during this peri-
od of substantially lowered
immunity. Stem cells were
mobilized from the bone mar-
row into peripheral blood by
giving twice a day injections
into the skin. Stem cells were
collected from the peripheral
blood stream by the use of
apheresis machine. This pro-
cedure does not involve anes-
thesia or surgery. Adequate
dose of peripheral blood stem
cells were collected. After
that, high dose chemotherapy
was given. And the
hematopoietic stem cells

were transfused back to the
patient. Thereafter the
progress of the patient was
closely monitored. He recov-
ered within 12 days of trans-
plant without usage of a sin-
gle antibiotic injection. This
speaks volumes about the
sterile environment in trans-
plant unit and highest infec-
tion control policy said Dr
Ravi Jaiswal.

“Every time our doctors
perform an organ transplant
procedure, they give a new
lease of life to the patient. We
could not be prouder to have
successful organ transplant
programs helping our
patients live healthier lives. I
congratulate our doctors for
performing  successful bone
marrow transplant at
Ramkrishna CARE Hospital”,
said Dr Sandeep Dave,
Director, Ramkrishna CARE
hospitals. 

Bone marrow transplant done successfully to save patient life: Dr Jaiswal
A middle aged man
with multiple myelo-
ma successfully
underwent bone
marrow transplant 

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuull  1100::  Azad Janata
Party’s state level meeting and
expansion program was held in
Raipur on Sunday, in which it
was announced that Azad Janata
Party will contest elections on all
90 assembly seats and on August
15, 2023, the public manifesto of
the party will be issued, for
which the has started from today
itself.  Addressing the scribes
here State President Ujjwal
Dewan, State Vice President
Amandeep Singh Gill, State
Spokesperson Sanjeev Mishra
said that public manifesto will be
prepared keeping in mind all sec-
tions of Chhattisgarh and today
more than 100 women and men

have taken membership of Azad
Janata Party, they added. On the
occasion the members of the
committee for making the mani-
festo has been selected which
includes   Amandeep Singh Gill -
President,  Advocate Abhishek
Amin - Vice President,  Sanjeev
Mishra - Member,  Amanat Ali
Khan - Member,  Karam Lal Sahu
- Member,  Advocate Bhagirathi
Ratre - Member,  Advocate Janu

Khare - Member
Advocate Ashish Jethani -

Member,  Pawan Kumar Tiwari -
Member,  Saurabh Yadu -
Member,  Mrs. Vibha Gupta -
Member,  Praveen Puraina -
Member and Dr. Imran Hingora -
Member.

The Azad Janata Party raised
many questions from this plat-
form to the Central Government
and Chief Minister Bhupesh

Baghel, Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu, on  inflation,
unemployment, education and
health. On the occasion Publicity
Secretary Karam Lal  Sahu,
Ashish Awasthi, Yuva Morcha
State President Praveen Puraina,
Youth Sports Cell President
Saurabh Yadu, Durg District
President Pawan Tiwari ,
Balrampur District President
Amanat Ali Khan, Legal Advisor,
Advocate Abhishek Amin,
Advocate BR Ratre Advocate
Janu Khare, Ashish Jethani,
Akhilesh Ambade, Vibha Gupta,
Champa Mehta, Surendra Miri,
Kartik Patel and other workers
were present. 

Azad Janata Party to contest in all 90 assembly seats
RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuull  1100:: Police have
arrested three miscreants in
connection with the incident of
kidnapping attempt in Abhanpur
near Raipur.  All three together
tried to kidnap an executive
engineer, resident of village
Kolar and landlord of Sarkhi
about two months ago for a ran-
som of Rs 10 lakhs but the police
thwarted their plan and caught
them and subsequently brought
them to the police station. In
fact, on July 8, Roopal
Chandrakar lodged a report at
Abhanpur police station that  on
May 8, he reached Kolar
Abhanpur in his car from Raipur
residence at around 04:30 am
and after routine work, he was

going back home via Abhanpur
Old Dhamtari road. Meanwhile,
at 5:10 am near Sargundia Talab,
a white colored Hyundai I-20 car
came from behind and stopped
beside him. The occupants of the
car were masked. When he
moved forward, masked miscre-
ants stopped their car in front of
him. After getting off the car
they moved towards the com-
plainant and tried to catch him.
Seeing no other alternative com-
plainant started running towards
his house. When he went a little
distance and looked back, the
number plate of the car was cov-
ered with mud. Apart from two
masked persons, there was also
a driver in the car. Apart from

the number plate, the car was
clean and both the masked men
fled in the car. Offence (number
200/23) Section 365, 511, 34 IPC
was registered against unidenti-
fied persons in police station
Abhanpur. 

Under the direction of senior
officers, the joint team of Anti-
Crime and Cyber ??Unit and
Police Station Abhanpur,
inquired the people around the
complainant in detail regarding
the incident and checked
footages of CCTV installed in
and around the incident site.
Technical analysis was also done
in relation to the unidentified
miscreants. Apart from collect-
ing information regarding the

car used by the unidentified mis-
creants, efforts were being
made continuously to trace them
on the basis of other evidences
and facts. Meanwhile, the team
members received important
information regarding one of
them miscreants Madhukar
Sinha, a resident of the village,
in connection with the incident.
On the basis of the evidence
obtained by the team members
the team members arrested
Madhukar Sinha. During interro-
gation he named his two accom-
plices Ajay alias Pintu Netam
and Tekram Dhivar in connection
with the incident. Subsequently
the police arrested Pintu Netam
and Tekram Dhivar.

Three miscreants arrested for Abhanpur kidnapping attempt

Raipur, Jul 10: The annu-
al fashion show
Fashionotsav-2023 was or-
ganised by the
Department of School of
Fashion Designing and
Technology of Mats
University at Chokar
Dhani. The students won
the hearts of all with their
spectacular presentation
of Indian culture and tra-
ditions of Chhattisgarh
through fashion. The show
depicted the wonderful
pastimes of Lord Shri
Ram, Shiva and Shri
Krishna love - with the
theme “Prem”. Divyang
children also gave their
presentation in this event
and felt proud of them-
selves. Parvinder Kaur,
Head of Department,
School of Fashion
Designing and

Technology, Mats
University, said that like
every year, this year also
the annual fashion show
‘Fashionotsav-2023’ was
organized colorfully by the
department. The Chief
Guest of the function was
Mr. Sanjay Shukla (IFS),
Chairman of
Chhattisgarh Real Estate
Regulatory Authority

(RERA) and Mr. Anil
Kumar Sahu (IFS),
Managing Director of
Chhattisgarh Tourism
Board, Guest of Honor
was Prof. Dr. Col. Umesh
Mishra CGPURC, chair-
man. On this occasion,
Chancellor of Mats
University Mr. Gajraj
Pagaria, Vice Chancellor
Prof. K.P. Yadav, Director

General Mr. Priyesh
Pagaria, Deputy Vice
Chancellor Dr. Deepika
Dhand, Registrar Mr.
Gokulnanda Panda, heads
of various departments,
professors, students and
eminent citizens were
present. The function
started with the national
anthem and garlanding
the statue of Maa
Saraswati. The students
won a lot of applause by
presenting beautiful de-
signs depicting the fashion
of the ancient times with
innovative ideas and won-
derful costumes. The stu-
dents of Fashion
Department also displayed
special clothes designed
for Divyang. Its objective
was to encourage and sup-
port specially-abled chil-
dren.

MATS University organises colorful event of Fashion Festival-2023 



Puran Lal Sahu

KKaarreellii  bbaaddii:: Puran Lal Sahu, R/o
village Parsathi, passed away
suddenly on Thursday, July 6,
2023, at his home village.  He
was the S/o Gayatri Bai Sahu.
He was the father of
Chandrahas Sahu,
Chandradhwaj Sahu, Bhunesh
Sahu. The final rites were per-
formed in Grihagram. He left
behind a full-fledge family. In
his last rites, Bisit, Bhikham,
Basant  Villagers including
Lakhan, Pawan, Dhan Sai,
Omkar, Omsharan, Yuvraj,
Jageshwar, Premlal, Uttam,
Mukesh, Homesh, took part and
paid tribute to the deceased.

OBITUARYDecision taken to give dividend to farmers

Central Chronicle News

Kareli badi, Jul 10: The
annual general meeting of
Primary Agricultural
Credit Cooperative Society
Kareli Badi was organised
on Friday. The income and
expenditure were account-
ed for information pertain-
ing to last financial year.

Supervisor Parmeshwar
Nirmalkar while sharing
information related to
Annual General Meeting
(AGM) said that 5 percent
dividend will be given to
the farmers. An appeal
was also made to the farm-
ers to make more and
more members.

He motivated the farm-

ers to take loans by in-
forming them about the
Primary Agricultural
Credit Cooperative
Scheme. Motivating the
farmers who sell paddy on
support price were asked
to take Pradhan Mantri
Fasal Bima Yojana and
were informed about its
benefits. Farmers were
also encouraged to get
crop insurance.

On this occasion,
Chairman Subhash

Chowdhary, Chief Guest
Jeevan Lal Sahu,
Chamman Lal Sahu and a
large number of farmers
including Kanshi Ram
Sahu, Shambhu Nishad,
Authorized Officer
Tameshwar Sonkar,
Committee Manager
Nathu Sonkar, Clerk cum
Operator Tarun Nishad,
Salesman Ramesh Sahu,
Radhe Nishad Sumit,
Ekant, Rahul Sahu were
present.
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Jagdalpur, Jul 10: In
dozens of villages of
Bakavand development
block, agricultural work is
being adversely affected
due to power outages. Day
or night the power goes off
at any time and then it does
not come back for hours.
Farmers are in trouble due
to frequent power failure.

Even on Sunday, farmers
of many villages including
Deora, Sargipal, Borigaon,
Bajawand reached the of-
fice of the Electricity
Company located at
Bakavand, but no such re-
sponsible personnel was
found in the office, who
could solve their problems.

The farmers of Deora,
Bajawand, Sargipal,
Borigaon and the sur-
rounding areas say that
most of the time there is no
electricity in the villages
and most of the time the
problem of low voltage per-
sists. Due to this the elec-
tric motor pump is not able
to run and they are not able

to fill water in their fields
for transplanting paddy.
Planting work is getting af-
fected. The government is
providing many facilities
to the farmers for farming.
But the Electricity
Department is determined
to sabotage all these facili-
ties and schemes. Apart
from this, the villagers of

the area are not even able
to get the paddy harvested
and the rice and wheat
milled. Due to low voltage
and power failure, people
are not able to sleep peace-
fully at night due to non-
functioning of fans and
coolers. Students are not
able to study at home.

Ajay Kumar, junior engi-
neer of Bakavand
Electricity Distribution
Company, says that due to
rain, sometimes this type
of problem keeps coming
due to the ongoing im-
provement work. We are
engaged in streamlining
the power system with
promptness. Farmers will
not be allowed to face any
kind of problem, he added.

Central Chronicle News

Kareli Badi, Jul 10: On
July 3, the 'Shala Pravesh
Utsav' (school entrance fes-
tival) and Guru Purnima
program was celebrated
with great pomp in
Government Primary and
Secondary School
Chandana Development
Block Magarlod District
Dhamtari.

In the hospitality of the
chief guest of the pro-
gramme Tarini
Chandrakar, President
District Panchayat
Dhamtari, the traditional
lamp was first lit and
prayers were offered to
Goddess Saraswati  and the
welcome programme of

guests concluded. 'Ae
Bahare Mehak Ke Nazare
Rut Suhani Ho Gayi' was
presented in the welcome
song. Handshake by the
newly admitted students of
Class I and Class VI means
from today the school is
mine too. After this, text-
books, school uniforms
were distributed by the

guests along with sweets.
Roli Chandan to the chil-
dren, Raksha Sutra was
tied in the hands of the
children. In the second ses-
sion, the felicitation pro-
gramme was celebrated as
Guru Purnima. All the
teachers of the school were
presented Shawl, Shrifal
and a bunch of flowers by

the village heads. All the
guests and guardians who
came along were also hon-
oured with Shawl and
Srifal. The chief guest
Tarini Chandrakar was
presented with the symbol
plow and quince year.

For all the guests,
guardians and villagers
who came in the pro-

gramme, arrangements for
food and prasadi were
made by the management
committee.

Tarini Chandrakar in
her address said that the
parents are the first teacher
of the children, along with
education, the right values
should be met with the fam-
ily. She asked parents to
keep the children away
from mobile as much as
possible at home and pre-
pare them on time and send
them to schools regularly.
In school too, along with ed-
ucation and writing, spe-
cial attention should be
paid towards sports, moral
education and culture. The
programme was conducted
by Kanval Ram Sahu.
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Balod, Jul 10: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
visited the Lord Shiva
temple in Balod district's
Bharda village today on
the occasion of the first
Monday in the sacred
Saavan month.

Women and Child
Development Minister
Anila Bhediya,
Parliamentary Secretary
Kunwer Singh Nishad,
MLA Sangeeta Sinha, and
other public representa-
tives were also present on
the occasion.

The local public repre-
sentatives and villagers
accorded a warm wel-
come to the Chief
Minister on his arrival in

village Bharda. School
students in large numbers
had also visited, and the
Chief Minister inquired
about their studies.
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Jagdalpur, Jul 10:
Deputy Inspector General
of Police and Senior
Superintendent of Police
Jitendra Singh Meena di-
rected all police
station/outpost in-charges
of the district to run a spe-
cial campaign from July 3,
to July 09, 2023, to serve
permanent and arrest
warrants.

Under this a special
campaign was launched
in different areas of
Bastar district against
permanent warranties
who have been abscond-
ing for many years. Such
criminals of Bastar dis-
trict who were absconding

for a long time after com-
mitting crimes and on
whom a permanent or ar-
rest warrant was issued
by the court, action has
been taken to arrest such
absconding permanent or
arrest warrantees under a
special campaign.

Under this in Bastar po-
lice station  warrantees
were searched and war-
rants were served to 38, 14-
in police station Kotwali ,
10 in police station
Bodhaat, 12- in police sta-
tion Parpa, 8 in police sta-
tion Bakavand, 25 in police
station Nagarnar, 3 in po-
lice station Bhanpuri , 3 in
Chowki Ghotia, 2 in police
station AJAK, 2 in Police
Station Burgum, 2 in

Police Station Karpavand,
1 each in Police Station
Badaji  and Kodenar. In
this a total of 101 warran-
tees were searched and
warrants were served. The
concerned have been pro-
duced in the court.

Station in-charge
Ravindra Kumar Meena
(Trainee IPS), Inspector
Leeladhar Rathore, Amit
Shukla, Lalji Sinha,
Dhananjay Sinha, Kishore
Kenwat, Chandrashekhar
Shrivas, Sub-Inspector
Pramod Thakur, Piyush
Baghel, Horilal Navik,
Guneshwari Nareti were
part of the team in the
campaign to arrest the
warranties of Bastar
Police.
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Bilaspur, Jul 10:
Inauguration of a two-day
workshop (July 10-11, 2023)
on the implementation of
Indian knowledge tradition
in line with the spirit of
National Education Policy
2020 took place  under the
joint auspices of Guru
Ghasidas Vishwavidyalaya
(Central University) and
Shiksha Sanskriti Utthan
Nyas, New Delhi at 10 am
on July 10, 2023 with Dr.
Atul Kothari, National
Secretary of Education
Culture Utthan Nyas, New
Delhi as the chief guest.
Professor Nilambari Dave,
ex Vice-Chancellor,
Saurashtra University,
Gujarat, was also present.
In-charge Vice-Chancellor,
Prof. Amit Kumar Saxena
presided over the program.

At the inauguration of
the workshop, Dr. Atul
Kothari said that academic
innovation and innovative
research is the chief func-

tion of a university, in
which Guru Ghasidas
University is playing a
leading role. It is a matter
of pleasure to initiate the
action plan to implement
the Indian knowledge tradi-
tion mentioned in the
National Education Policy
2020 in this university in a
holistic manner.

Dr. Kothari said that we
are creating such paths
through courses which
many universities will fol-
low in the coming times.
Highlighting the Indian
concept of character build-
ing and overall develop-

ment of personality, Dr.
Kothari said that character
building and overall per-
sonality development of
the students is possible
with the glorious and illus-
trious concept of Indian
Panchkoshi knowledge.

While presiding over the
programme, In-charge
Vice-Chancellor Prof. Amit
Kumar Saxena expressed
happiness over the organi-
zation of the workshop,
said that under the efficient
guidance of Honorable
Vice-Chancellor, Professor
Alok Kumar Chakrawal,
the work of curriculum

preparation will be done at
the Central University in
accordance with National
Education Policy with the
assistance of subject ex-
perts of the Indian knowl-
edge tradition.

Earlier, the program
started with lighting the
lamp and garlanding of the
oil paintings of Maa
Saraswati and Baba
Ghasidas. The guests on
the stage were welcomed
with saplings. Shri.
Deshraj Sharma, National
Convenor, Character
Building and Personality
Development, while shar-

ing information about the
workshop said that seven
sessions will be organized
in the two-day workshop. In
the workshop, work will be
done on the creation of ap-
propriate literature for cur-
riculum development.
Those on the stage included
Dr. Manohar Bhandari,
MBBS MD, Indore M.P. and
the Coordinator of the
workshop, Prof. P.K. Bajpai.
Workshop Co-coordinator,
Prof. Praveen Kumar
Mishra delivered the wel-
come address.

The guests on the stage
were honored with shawls,
shreephal and mementoes.
At the end, vote of thanks
was given by the Registrar,
Prof. Manish Srivastava,
and Dr. Garima Tiwari,
Assistant Professor con-
ducted the program.
Twenty groups have been
formed in the workshop
who will discuss, deliberate
upon, analyze, review and
draw conclusions on vari-
ous topics.

Director (Projects) asks to focus on
internal rate of transformation
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Raipur, Jul 10: "In a
changing world, internal
rate of transformation
should be more than the
changes of outside world,"
says Ujjawal Kanti
Bhattacharya, Director
(Projects), NTPC Limited
while delivering keynote

address at two-day HOD IT
Meet-2023 held at Raipur
on July 10, 2023. The theme
for the program is:
Transformation through
Digitalization, Innovation
and Cyber Security.

Held at Raipur, the pro-
gram was attended by sen-
ior officials of IT depart-
ment from across the com-
pany. Chief Guest
Bhattacharya further
added that the entire busi-

ness model of the compa-
ny is revolving around the
successful implementa-
tion of IT process. We
must transform ourselves
through digitalization
while focusing on innova-
tion and keeping vigil on
cyber security, he added.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Maheswara Bishoyee,
CGM (IT); Arindam Sinha,
ED (OS); C Sivakumar,
RED (WR-II, USSC & Ash

NI); HK Dash, ED (CC&M);
MK Srivastava, ED (Engg.)
spoke on indispensability
of IT and adopting new
technologywhich not only
helping the company to re-
main competitive but also
keeping it ahead of the
time.

During the meet, many
presentations pertaining
to emerging issues in the
area of IT were delivered
and discussed.

CM inaugurates Mata Shrimati
Bindeshwari Baghel Park

Central Chronicle News

Balod, Jul  10: Chief

Minister Bhupesh
Baghel on Monday inau-
gurated the Mata
Shrimati Bindeshwari
Baghel Park in village
Bharda (Tatenga) of
Balod district besides
unveiling the statue of
Mata Shrimati
Bindeshwari Baghel.

Chief Minister and
other distinguished
guests present on the oc-
casion also planted
saplings in the park.

During his address at
the ceremony, Chief
Minister Baghel an-
nounced a fund alloca-
tion of Rs 50 lakhs each

for the park's beautifica-
tion and the construc-
tion of a community
building within the
premises.

In addition, he ap-
proved Rs 65 lakhs for
the construction of a
3.50-kilometer road, con-
necting the Kharkhara
River to the Main Road
Tatenga. Furthermore,
he also announced the
upgradation of the
Government Higher
Secondary School
Tatenga.

Women and Child
Development Minister
Smt. Anila Bhediya,
P a r l i a m e n t a r y
Secretary Shri Kunwar
Singh Nishad, MLA
Smt. Sangeeta Sinha,
along with various pub-
lic representatives and
locals were also present
on the occasion.
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In village Bharda
Unveils statue of
Mata Shrimati
Bindeshwari Baghel

HOD IT Meet-2023 held

On the occasion of
Saawan Somvar

In meeting of
Primary Agri Credit
Co-op Samiti

CU, a pioneer in academic innovation: Dr. Kothari
Two-day workshop organized on the ‘Implementation of Indian Knowledge Tradition’

Absconding 101 warrantees
produced before the court

CM Baghel offers prayers at the 
Shiva temple in Bharda village 

School entrance festival, Guru 
Purnima celebrated with pomp & gaiety

Agricultural work getting badly
affected due to power outage
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Kondagaon players
bagged 8 medals 
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Kondagaon, Jul 10: The
2nd State Level Gatka
C h a m p i o n s h i p
Tournament for Boys and
Girls was organized from
July 7- 9 at Guru Nanak
Nagar Bhilai. In which 9
children from Kondagaon
of Bastar participated in
age group 14. Devansh
Sonboir of Navodaya
Vidyalaya Kondagaon won
bronze medal in single soti
and Rohit Nag won silver

single in age group 17 sin-
gle fur soti, Vishnu Sori in
soti team, Lokesh Thakur,
Khilendra Baghel got 3rd
position and in age group
22 singles, Phalendra
Thakur, Dilip Yadav, Nikku
Sori performed better and
secured 2nd position.

9 athletes have won 8
medals which is the only
team of Bastar Division
which has been giving
Kondagaon a special place
by performing for the last
two years for which team
manager Hiralal
Churendra coach
Shivcharan Sahu has been
awarded a memento by the
State Gatka Association
and the Sikh Youth Forum.

ABVP submits
memorandum to
Principal GNM
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Berla, Jul 10: The Berla
unit of Akhil Bhartiya
Vidyarthi Parishad
(ABVP) submitted a mem-
orandum to the Principal
Government Naveen
Mahavidalaya (GNM)
Berla demanding starting
the M.Com and MSc class-
es from current academic
session. Few days back,
the Commissioner Higher
Education Department
has issued an order to
start PG classes in the
College, but the College
has so far not started the
same and due to which
there is great deal of re-
sentment among the stu-
dents.

Presently the students
interested in doing PG
course have to got either to
Bemetara or Saja or Durg.
District convener ABVP

Kishan Sahu informed
that even after orders by
the Education Department
of the state government,
not starting the PG Classes
reflects administrative ir-
regularity.

It is keeping all the
above things the ABVP
workers submitted a mem-
orandum to Principal
Govt Naveen College,
Berla and urged him to
start PG classes in the
College at the earliest.

On this occasion, ABVP
workers including City
secy Shailendra Sahu,
state working committee
members -Chanchal
Choubey, Kamdev, Harsh
Verma, Chandan Sahu,
Gulab Sahu, Shreya Yadav,
Megha Nayak,
Khomeshwari Sahu,
Samir, Tameshwar, and
other students were 
present.

‘Giving gifts of thousands will not cut inflation’
Central Chronicle News

Fingeshwar, Jul 10:
Taking a jibe at Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi's inauguration of
the foundation stone
worth thousands of
crores in Raipur and dis-
cussing the inflation as
well as the government's
negligence on providing
facilities, President of
Fingeshwar Press Club,
Jitendra Sharma said
that the common man's
stomach is filled with ra-
tion and vegetables, milk,
which is very expensive,
and promising projects
worth thousands of
crores will not fill their

stomach therefore infla-

tion should be reduced.
He further said that oil

companies have earned a
profit of more than 58
thousand crores in the
purchase of crude oil in
the last year, which is ac-
tually the money of the
general public and the
benefit of 40 per cent re-
duction in the prices of
crude oil should go di-
rectly to the public.

Sharma expected
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to fulfill

the old demand of rail-
way concession to 15
crore senior citizens of
the country during his
visit to Raipur. He also
said that the journey of
Vande Bharat train is
convenient, but the fare
is far beyond the reach of
poor and middle class
families, consideration
should be given in this di-
rection so that the benefit
of passenger facilities
can reach the common
people.

Health wellness worker
being imparted training 
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Kondagaon, Jul 10: As a
pilot project of
Department of Social
Welfare and UNICEF,
yoga program for preg-
nant women is running in
45 health wellness centers
of the district by
Chhattisgarh Yoga
Commission Raipur from
July 7 to 13 at Yoga
Bhavan Raipur.

43 'Yoga Mitra' of the
district and three non-
governmental and gov-
ernment employees from
five development blocks

are participating in the
seven-day residential
yoga training for the pur-
pose of promoting good
health.

In this regard, District

Nodal officer for Training
Shivcharan Sahu said
that under the guidance of
Collector Deepak Soni,
yoga programmes are
being conducted for preg-

nant women in 45 health
and wellness centers of
the district, which will
bring better results to the
people and society of the
district in the near future.

Employees’ organisations 
staged one-day dharna
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Pithora, Jul 10: It was
under the banner of
'Karamchari Sanghatan
and Chhatisgarh
Karamchari Adhikari
Sanyukt Morcha', the gov-
ernment officers and em-
ployees of the state govern-
ment staged one-day dhar-
na on Saturday in support
of their five-point demand.
Different employees' organ-
isation are staging dharna
and protest from time to
time in support of their
five-point demand, but none
has been fulfilled till date.

Raising voice in Janpad
premises, the Asst.

Teachers and 'Samagra
Shikshak Federation Block
Unit President Tulsi Patel
in support of five-point de-
mand raised a demand to
make Pingua Committee's
report public.

Senior Taxation officer
Panchayat department,
Sushil Choudhary demand-
ed revision of HRC and
O B C
Karamchari/Adhikari
Sangh Pithora unit
President, Asst. BEO
Dwarika Patel highlighting
on the five-point demand,
held the need to pay four-
level pay-scale and regu-
larise the irregular, adhoc,
contractual and daily wage
employees.

CG Teachers'
Association regional con-
vener Sudhir Pradhan

raised the demand of Old
Pension Scheme and the
benefits of service period
be calculated right from the
date of first appointment
and to avail benefit of full
pension, the period of serv-
ice be made 25 yrs instead
of 33 yrs.

President Shikshak
Sangh Rohini Kumar
Dewangan drawing atten-
tion towards all their de-
mand strongly held the
need to pay DA to the state
government employees and
pensioners at par with the
central government em-
ployees.

The members of all the
employee organisations
were urged to remain unit-
ed in support of their de-
mands. Other who ex-
pressed their views includ-

ed Lekhram Sahu,
Ramkumar Nayak,
Mahendra Choudhary,
Sushil Pradhan, Chandar
Sahu, Meena Lal, Bhojraj
Sao, Vikas Agrawal,
Sudama Bariha, Jaswan
Paikra. It was amidst rains,
the employees raised slo-
gans in protest and later
submitted memorandum in
the name of CM to the
SDM.

Programme was con-
ducted  by Dolamani Sahu
and it was attended by
Arun Devata,
Shyamkumar Patel,
Sukhsagar Jagat,
Pushpalata Ratre, Yogi
Sahu, Aantaryami
Pradhan, Durvasa
Goswami, Nitesh Sahu, SS
Mishra and large number
of other employees.

In support of their
five-point demand

In the 2nd State
Level Gatka
Championship
Tournament

Of yoga for pregnant
women

Demanding start of PG Classes soon

Crowds of devotees
pay obeisance in
Shiva Temples

MMuunnggeellii,,  JJuull  1100:: The holy
month of Shiva worship has
started and crowds of devo-
tees have started appearing in
the pagodas of the area. Toran
and decorations have been
done in the temple premise
and sawan swing has also
been organized in Shankar
temple. The month of Sawan
is considered the holy month
of Shiva worship and devo-
tees offer special prayers in
Shivalayas throughout the
month of Sawan. 

Special worship of Lord
Shiva will be done throughout
the month in the oldest
Shankar Temple of Khemgir
located in the city of
Malhapara and special
prayers will be offered at
Kharraghat's pagoda, Bada
Bazar's Shiva temple,
Sonarpara's Shiva temple and
other major Shiva temples of
the city. 

One of the oldest temples
of the city, the Shankar tem-
ple located at Malhapara has
a special place and there is an
attractive Shivling on this
temple built on the banks of
the pond. This temple was
built by Baba Khemgir and
the Samadhi of Khemgir Baba
is also situated next to the
main temple and people be-
lieve that all the wishes
sought here are fulfilled. 

Similarly, the temple of
Lord Shankar at Kharraghat
on the banks of Agar River is
crowded with devotees
throughout the month, and
same way preparations are
being made for special
prayers and Jalabhishek in
the Shankar Temple located
at Sonar Para and in other
temples of the city. 

Sawan has been consid-
ered as the festival of Shiva,
the devotees of Lord Shiva
worship with great devotion
throughout the month and
every day is devotion for the
devotees here.
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BRIEF

Foil  
Jammu: Police on
Monday stopped a
woman from jumping
from a bridge into
Chenab river in
Jammu and
Kashmir’s Kishtwar
district, officials said.
An alert police team
saw a woman attempt
suicide by trying to
jump into the river
from Chattar bridge in
Hasti area, they said.
They rushed to spot
and rescued her by
preventing her from
jumping, they added.

Suicide
New Delhi: A 28-year-
old medical officer
was found hanging in-
side a hotel room in
east Delhi’s Mayur
Vihar area, police said
on Monday. Police re-
ceived information
that a woman was
found hanging inside
a room in Holiday Inn
hotel around 3.30 pm
on Sunday. According
to police, Ashna
Beema Seethy, a resi-
dent of Jangpura,
Pant Nagar, checked
in at the hotel on
Friday for a one-day
stay. Later, on
Saturday, she extend-
ed her stay for another
day, they said.

Seized 
Noida: One person
was arrested and
nearly 3.50 quintals of
cannabis was seized
which he and his asso-
ciate had allegedly
smuggled to NCR
from Andhra Pradesh,
police said on Monday.
The seized contraband
is estimated to be
worth Rs 42 lakh in
the black market, they
said. Two people were
carrying cannabis in
two different cars and
they were held, but
one of them managed
to escape, police said.

Committee 
New Delhi: A com-
mittee of BJP parlia-
mentarians headed by
former law minister
Ravi Shankar Prasad
will visit West Bengal
to probe the cases of
violence during the
panchayat polls in the
state and present a re-
port to party president
J P Nadda. While
Prasad is the “fact-
finding” committee’s
convenor, the other
members are former
Mumbai police com-
missioner Satyapal
Singh, Rajdeep Roy
and party vice-presi-
dent Rekha Verma.
Official sources said
the delegation will
reach the state on
Tuesday and has been
asked to submit its re-
port at the earliest.

Watery grave
Medininagar: Two
school students
drowned while taking
bath in a waterbody in
Jharkhand’s Palamu
district on Monday, po-
lice said. The kids,
who studied in two
separate middle
schools, had reportedly
bunked classes to take
bath in Gadai Bandh
under Pipra police sta-
tion area, around
200km from capital
Ranchi, police said.

Srinagar, Jul 10 (PTI): 

The Congress should
thank Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for fulfill-
ing their promise by re-
moving Article 370, which
was a temporary provi-
sion of the Constitution,
Union minister Jitendra
Singh said on Monday.

He also said the Modi
government brought
grassroots democracy to
Jammu and Kashmir “for
the first time”.

“When Syama Prasad
Mookerjee suggested in
the Constituent Assembly
that there should be a re-
think on it (Article 370),
the biggest advocates of
the provision including
Jawahar Lal Nehru re-
sponded by saying ‘this
will erode over time’.

However, Congress could
not erode it due to their
own political interests.
Modiji has done what
Congress governments
should have done much
earlier,” Singh told re-
porters here.

“I think Congress
should thank Modiji for
fulfilling their promise
and removing what was
temporary,” he added.

The Union minister in-
augurated a seven-day ex-
hibition highlighting the
achievements of the Modi
government in the past
nine years.

Responding to a ques-
tion on Article 370 peti-
tions coming up for hear-
ing in the Supreme Court
on Tuesday, he said,
“Whether the hearing
takes places or not, Article
370 was written in the
Constitution and in the
same Constitution, it was
written that it is a tempo-
rary provision.”

Asked about opposition
parties here claiming lack
of democracy in the Union
Territory, Singh said Modi
had brought grassroots
democracy to Jammu and
Kashmir for the first time.

“The democratic set up

is already there, panch,
sarpanches are there. We
have BDCs and DDCs also.
This credit also goes to
Modiji that for the first
time, district councils
have been set up here. The
issue is that there was no
democracy earlier. The
grassroots democracy has
come due to Modiji,” he
added.

About the poll violence
in West Bengal, Singh said
it was condemnable and
cannot be tolerated in a
democracy.

“The unfortunate inci-
dents in Bengal are con-
demnable on three counts.
It exposes the political
hypocrisy. Those who said
democracy has been mur-
dered in Maharashtrsa,
see how they are murder-
ing it in Bengal.

‘Cong should thank Modi
for removing Article 370’

IN SEARCH OF SHELTER

A local carries a cot as he evacuates from a flooded area near the Chenab River 
following continuous monsoon rains, at Garkhal in Akhnoor, Monday.

Dehradun, Jul 10 (PTI): 

The Badrinath National
Highway and several other
roads in Uttarakhand
were blocked due to inces-
sant rains and landslides
on Monday, officials said.

The traffic on the high-
way was restored after a
few hours while efforts are
on to open other roads that
are still closed, they said.

The MeT department
has issued an alert for
heavy rains in 11 districts
of the state. Uttarakhand
Police has appealed to the
people to avoid travelling
to the hills unless neces-

sary. According to the
State Emergency
Operation Center, Koti re-
ceived a maximum of 155
mm of rain, Bhagwanpur
88 mm, Chakrata 74.3 mm,
Vikasnagar 66.5 mm,
Mussoorie 60.2 mm,
Purola 60 mm, Haridwar
57 mm, Kalsi 55.5 mm,
Mori 53 mm, Barkot 51
mm, Dhanaulti 45 mm and
Laksar 40 mm in the last
24 hours.

Due to incessant rains,
all the major rivers, in-
cluding Ganga are in
spate.

In Haridwar, the water
level of Ganga was record-

ed at 292 metres at 8 am,
just two metres below the
danger level.

According to the offi-
cials, the administration is
on alert and constantly
monitoring the water level
of the rivers.

The MeT has forecast
heavy rains in Haridwar,
Udham Singh Nagar,
Nainital, Champawat,
Pithoragarh, Bageshwar,
Almora, Pauri, Dehradun,
Tehri and Chamoli on
Monday and Tuesday.

In view of the rain alert,
schools in Dehradun,
Nainital, Uttarkashi,
Pauri, Udham Singh

Nagar and Almora dis-
tricts were closed on
Monday. Meanwhile, the
Chamoli district adminis-
tration declared a holiday
for all schools in the dis-
trict on Tuesday and
Wednesday.

State Director General
of Police Ashok Kumar, in
a tweet, said that there are
possibilities of landslides
on the hilly roads because
of the incessant rains.

He has appealed to trav-
ellers to avoid visiting the
hilly areas if not very im-
portant. “Don’t travel un-
necessarily, stay in a safe
place.

Rains continue to lash Utt’khand, several
roads closed after landslidesThiruvananthapuram,

Jul 10 (PTI): The
Congress-led United
Democratic Front (UDF)
on Monday announced a
series of protests against
the Union government’s
move to implement the
Uniform Civil Code (UCC)
and its failure to curb the
ethnic violence in
Manipur.

Leader of Opposition
and UDF chairperson V D
Satheesan said the front
has observed that the
Sangh Parivar’s move of
initiating a discussion on
UCC was an attempt to cre-
ate a division in society.

Sangh Parivar is an um-
brella term used for a col-

lection of right-wing or-
ganisations in the country.

The UDF has decided to
organise a ‘Bahuswaratha
Sangamam’ (roughly
translated as a meet to de-
fend pluralism) on July 29
in protest against the im-
plementation of UCC, he
said.

Satheesan said no party
from the ruling Left
Democratic Front (LDF)
would be invited to the
meeting.

His statement came
days after the CPI(M) an-
nounced that it will con-
duct a seminar on UCC on
July 15 and that all secu-
lar-minded parties would
be invited, but not the

Congress, saying it does
not have a united stand on
the matter.

The CPI(M) had invited
the Indian Union Muslim
League (IUML), a major
ally of the UDF, for the
seminar, but the Congress
ally rejected the Left
party’s overtures to take
part in its seminars.

The IUML had said that
the Left party was trying
to create “conflict” and
“division” by not inviting
the Congress.

Addressing a press con-
ference after the UDF
meeting, Satheesan said
his party will not “fall”
into the trap laid by the
BJP.

UDF in Kerala announces series of
protests against UCC, Manipur violence

New Delhi, Jul 10 (PTI): 

The Delhi BJP on
Monday protested near the
AAP office at DDU Marg
here against the inconven-
ience caused to people due
to extensive waterlogging
on several roads and
stretches across the city.

Delhi BJP president
Virendra Sachdeva alleged
a “scam” in desilting of
drains in the city.

“It is clear that the drains
have not been cleaned and
the budget for the same has
been misappropriated as
roads, colonies and markets
in the city are submerged,”
he said. No immediate reac-

tion was available from the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
over the protest and allega-
tions by the saffron party.
Sachdeva, addressing the
protesters, also attacked

AAP convener and Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal
for doing political cam-
paigning while the city was
battling massive waterlog-
ging and traffic mess.

Delhi BJP protests against AAP
govt over waterlogging

Jharsuguda, Jul 10: 

Vedanta Aluminium,
India’s largest producer
of aluminium, now hosts
India's largest fleet of
electric lithium-ion fork-
lifts, with a total of 44
units now deployed
across its operations in
Odisha and
Chhattisgarh. The com-
pany has also recently
commissioned India's
first 10-ton electric lithi-
um-ion forklift at its
mega aluminium smelter
in Jharsuguda, Odisha.
In addition, it has also in-
ducted 3-ton and 5-ton
electric forklifts for the
first time ever at its
world-class alumina re-
finery in Lanjigarh,
Odisha and also at its
subsidiary BALCO,
India’s iconic aluminium
producer based at Korba,
Chhattisgarh.

This move greatly bol-
sters the sustainable na-
ture of Vedanta
Aluminium’s operations.
Undertaken in collabora-
tion with GEAR (Gemini

Equipment and Rentals
Private Limited) India
and TARON Lift & Move,
it comes as a significant
step forward by Vedanta
Aluminium towards de-
carbonizing its industrial
vehicle fleet. With their
faster and safer battery
charging capabilities,
these forklifts revolution-
ize operational efficiency
while making substantial
contributions to reducing
carbon emissions and
fuel consumption, ulti-
mately contributing to
Vedanta Aluminium’s
goal of achieving net zero
carbon emissions by 2050.

The company has also
committed to decarboniz-
ing 100% of its Light
Motor Vehicle (LMV)
fleet by 2030 and 75% of
its mining fleet by 2035. In
FY23, Vedanta
Aluminium emerged as a
pioneer for the domestic
manufacturing industry
by inducting 27 forklifts
at its plant in
Jharsuguda, among the
largest aluminium
smelters in the world.

Vedanta Aluminium hosts India's largest
fleet of electric lithium-ion forklifts

MP CM Shivraj Singh
Chouhan after handing
over the symbolic key of
a house to beneficiaries
of the Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana, in Indore,
Monday. 

Jitendra Singh 

RESCUE OPERATION

Rescue teams shift flood-affected people to a safer place after overflow of the Badi River following incessant rain-
fall, in Patiala, Monday.

Delhi BJP President Virendra Sachdeva being detained
during a protest against the AAP government over water-
logging in different parts of the national capital during
Monsoon rainfall, in New Delhi, Monday. 

Alleges corruption in
desilting of drains

New Delhi, Jul 10: 

Union Home Minister
and Minister of
Cooperation  Amit Shah
will inaugurate a day-long
mega conclave
“Strengthening PACS
through FPOs” in New
Delhi on July 14. The con-
clave is aimed at dis-
cussing ways to strength-
en Primary Agricultural
Credit Societies (PACS)
through Farmer Producer
Organisations (FPOs).

The conclave will wit-
ness participation of ex-
perts from the sector as
well as members from the
FPOs across the country.
The mega conclave is
being organized by the
National Cooperative
Development Corporation
(NCDC) in collaboration
with the Union Ministry
of Cooperation.

Being collective entities

formed by farmers, en-
abling them to pool re-
sources and enhance their
bargaining power, the
FPOs are one of the major
vehicles for agricultural
transformation. In order
to realize the Prime
Minister Shri Narendra
Modi’s vision of “Sahkar
se Samriddhi” and with
the efforts of Union
Home Minister and
Minister of Cooperation
Shri Amit Shah, recently
a decision was taken to
form 1100 New FPOs in
Cooperative Sector.

With an important ini-
tiative of Ministry of
Cooperation Ministry,
the Ministry of
Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare has recently allo-
cated additional blocks to
NCDC to form and pro-
mote 1100 FPOs in
Cooperative Sector
through strengthening of
PACS under the scheme to
bolster the cooperative
sector and provide com-
prehensive support to
small and marginal 
farmers.

Amit Shah will inaugurate a
day-long mega conclave 
On ‘Strengthening
PACS through FPOs’
in New Delhi on Jul 14 

Jammu, July 10 (PTI): 

Despite the third consec-
utive day of suspension of
the Amarnath Yatra, pil-
grims remain undeterred
and optimistic about visit-
ing the holy cave shrine
even if it means waiting
for days.

The yatra has been sus-
pended due to extensive
damage caused to a sec-
tion of the Jammu-
Srinagar Highway in
Ramban, with more than
7,000 stranded pilgrims in
Jammu, primarily at the
Bhagwati Nagar base
camp, and an additional
5,000 stranded at the
Chanderkot base camp in
Ramban district.

Authorities said inces-
sant rains on Saturday
and Sunday caused un-
precedented damage to the
highway, especially a
stretch in Ramban dis-
trict, forcing its closure.

“Our spirits are high.
We are willing to wait for
ten more days if needed,
but we refuse to return
home without performing

darshan of the ice-lingam
of Lord Shiva at
Amarnath,” said Pramodh
Gupta, a devotee from
Punjab told PTI here.

Gupta added that de-
spite facing challenges
with accommodation and
other facilities, their
group of 29 is eagerly wait-
ing for the administra-
tion’s approval to resume
their journey to Kashmir.

Shobha Devi from
Meerut echoed similar
sentiments and expressed
dissatisfaction with the fa-
cilities due to the heavy in-
flux of pilgrims from out-
side the country.

“We are facing various
problems with accommo-
dation. There is water
shortage here and the ad-
ministration should ad-
dress the issue,” she said.

However, Shobha added
that she and her group
would only return home
after completing their pil-
grimage.

“We will leave only after
completing the yatra to
Amarnath. Barfani Baba
will help us fulfill our

wish,” she affirmed.
“Weather conditions

will not deter us from
going to Amarnath. We
pray to Lord Shiva to im-
prove the weather so that
we can start the yatra and
have Bholey Baba’s dar-
shan,” said Meenakshi
Verma, a devotee from
Punjab.

Sunita Saini from
Punjab’s Jalandhar, who
has been stranded in
Jammu for the past five
days, said, “We are waiting
for the weather to clear up
and the highway to re-
open. We are optimistic
about leaving for
Amarnath.”

There is a huge rush for
accomodation in Jammu
as most of 33 lodging
places and the base camp
is full to its capacity. Even
the parking area of
Jammu base camp is full
with buses carrying pil-
grims who are cooking
food there.

Around 200 to 300 sad-
hus are also camping at
the base camp’s Ram tem-
ple for the past one week.

Amarnath Yatra pilgrims optimistic
despite suspension due to rains



CENTRAL CHRONICLE, RAIPUR, TUESDAY, JULY 11,  2023

BRIEF

Arson attack  
Berlin: A Russian citi-
zen has been charged
in Berlin with at-
tempted homicide and
attempted arson for
placing an explosive
or incendiary device
last year in a building
where Russian intelli-
gence officers lived,
prosecutors in the
German capital said
Monday. The 55-year-
old, whose name was
not released, is ac-
cused of placing the
device in an opening
at the building’s base-
ment in late April
2022. It failed to ignite
for reasons that are
unclear and was dis-
covered and defused
only days later.

Sikh jailed
London: A 37-year-old
British Sikh man has
been handed a year’s
jail term after he re-
acted badly and used
excessive force in a
confrontation with an-
other man while driv-
ing in the West
Midlands region of
England. Tirminder
Singh Lallie got out of
his car believing he
had been racially
abused by the other
person and was also
hit by a pole by him.

Snap election 
Tallinn (Estonia):
Uzbekistan’s incum-
bent president,
Shavkat Mirziyoyev,
has overwhelmingly
won a new seven-year
term in a snap elec-
tion in which he faced
three weak opponents,
preliminary results
showed Monday.
Mirziyoyev received
more than 87% of the
vote and each of the
challengers about 4%,
the country’s national
elections commission
said. Sunday’s vote fol-
lowed a constitutional
referendum that ex-
tended presidential
terms from five to
seven years.

Rapper jailed 
Dubai: Iran has sen-
tenced a popular rap-
per to six years and
three months in
prison over his partic-
ipation in protests
that rocked the coun-
try last year, his sup-
porters said on
Monday. A social
media account run by
supporters of Toomaj
Salehi announced the
sentence, as did Ye-
One Rhie, a member of
the German parlia-
ment who has cam-
paigned on his behalf.
There was no immedi-
ate word from Iranian
authorities.

Volcano eruption 
Wellington: A US
honeymoon couple
who survived severe
burns when New
Zealand’s White Island
volcano erupted in
2019 are listed as the
first witnesses to testi-
fy in a trial of tourism
industry operators
over the disaster that
claimed 22 lives.
Prosecutors open their
case in the Auckland
District Court on
Tuesday on health and
safety charges against
six companies and di-
rectors in the Dec 9,
2019, volcanic eruption
at the popular tourist
attraction.

NATO Secretary General
Jens Stoltenberg, left, and
Lithuania’s President
Gitanas Nauseda participate
in a media conference
ahead of a NATO summit in
Vilnius, Lithuania, Monday.

London, Jul 10 (PTI) 

The Indo-Pacific region
and the broader geopoliti-
cal context were among
the topics on the agenda
for talks when British
Prime Minister Rishi
Sunak hosted US
President Joe Biden at 10
Downing Street in London
on Monday.

The US leader arrived in
the UK ahead of a North
Atlantic Treaty
Organisation (NATO)
summit in Lithuania, with
the Russia-Ukraine con-
flict and the West’s sup-
port for the latter central
to the talks. Biden, who
was received by King
Charles III at Windsor
Castle later, hailed the UK-
US relationship as “rock
solid” ahead of his discus-
sions with Sunak.

“Looking ahead to this
week’s NATO Summit, the
Prime Minister and
President Biden agreed on
the need to strengthen our
alliance and maintain our
support for Ukraine,” a
Downing Street spokesper-
son said in a readout of
their discussions.

“They discussed the

progress of the counter-of-
fensive and emphasised
the importance of the
country’s international
partners committing to its
long-term defence, provid-
ing the support Ukraine
needs to win this war and
secure a just and lasting
peace. On broader NATO
issues, they agreed on the
need to ensure that
Sweden has a swift path to

full NATO accession,” the
spokesperson said.

“The Prime Minister
and President Biden also
discussed the broader
geopolitical context, in-
cluding in the Indo-Pacific
and with regard to Iran,”
the spokesperson noted.

It marked the first time
Biden has visited
Downing Street as the US
President and his sixth

meeting with Sunak since
he became Prime Minister
in October last tear.

The US President was
driven in his official vehi-
cle, known as “The Beast”,
with an accompanying se-
curity convoy and posed
for the customary photo-
graph at the famous door
of 10 Downing Street dur-
ing a warm greeting by
Sunak before the British
Indian leader led the visit-
ing dignitary to the gar-
den.

“We stand as two of the
firmest allies in that al-
liance and I know we’ll
want to do everything we
can to strengthen Euro-
Atlantic security,” said
Sunak.

He said it was great to
“carry on our conversa-
tion” following a series of
meetings between the
leaders this year, includ-
ing during his visit to
Washington last month.
Sunak, who will be joining
Biden at the NATO sum-
mit this week, said they
would consider how to
strengthen cooperation
and joint economic securi-
ty to the benefit of citizens
of both countries.

Indo-Pacific on agenda for
Biden-Sunak talks in UK

US President Joe Biden shakes hands with Britain’s Prime
Minister Rishi Sunak, left, outside 10 Downing Street in
London, Monday.

BASTILLE DAY PARADE

Indian soldiers march on the Champs Elysees avenue during a rehearsal for the
Bastille Day parade in Paris, France, Monday.

Kathmandu, Jul 10 (PTI) 

Nepal’s Foreign
Minister N P Saud on
Monday underlined the
need for further strength-
ening the Himalayan na-
tion’s ties with India and
China as he asserted that
the relations with one
neighbour should not be
compared with another.

“Both our neighbours
are rising economic pow-
ers and their influence is
increasing... Nepal en-

joys a traditional friend-
ship with both the neigh-
bours,” which needs to be
further nurtured,
Foreign Minister Saud
said while speaking at
the International
Relations Committee of
the House of
Representatives.He said
the relationship with one
neighbour should not be
compared with another
neighbour, according to
his office. “So far as
Nepal’s relations with

the neighbouring coun-
tries are concerned, we
should not feel psycho-
logical pressure and we
need to put our concern
in a transparent man-
ner,” he added.

Nepal’s relations with
India are historical and
special, he said, noting
that “owing to our open
border, two-third trade
links and transit facilities,
our relations with the
southern neighbour holds
significance.”

Nepal needs to further strengthen relations

with India, China: FM Saud

Moscow, Jul 10 (AP) 

Russian President
Vladimir Putin hosted
mercenary chief Yevgeny
Prigozhin at the Kremlin
days after the commander
led a short-lived rebellion,
a senior government
spokesman said on
Monday, the latest twist in
a baffling episode that has
raised questions about the
power and influence held
by both men.

The three-hour meeting
took place on June 29 and
also involved command-
ers from Prigozhin’s
Wagner Group military
contractor, Kremlin
spokesman Dmitry
Peskov said. Putin gave an
assessment of Wagner’s
actions on the battlefield
in Ukraine where the mer-
cenaries have fought
alongside Russian troops
and of the revolt itself.
The Wagner forces
pledged loyalty to Putin,
according to Peskov.

The confirmation that
Putin met face-to-face
with Prigozhin, who led
troops on a march to

Moscow last month in
order to demand a change
of defense minister, was
extraordinary.

Though Putin branded
Prigozhin a traitor as the
revolt unfolded, the crimi-
nal case against the mer-
cenary chief was later
dropped and his ultimate
fate remains unclear.

Adding to the unusual
nature of the meeting was
that until very recently,
Putin had denied any link
between the state and
Prigozhin’s forces.
Though mercenaries are
illegal in Russia, Wagner
troops have fought for
Russian interests around
the globe and played a
vital role in the capture of
Bakhmut in the war’s
longest and bloodiest bat-
tle. But throughout the
war, Prigozhin has criti-
cized decisions made by
Russia’s top military
brass, leading to tensions
with the Kremlin that cul-
minated on June 24 in an
armed mutiny in which
he led his fighters into
Russia.

The rebellion severely

weakened Putin’s authori-
ty, even though Prigozhin
claimed that the uprising
was not aimed at the presi-
dent but at removing
Defence Minister Sergei
Shoigu and military chief
Gen. Valery Gerasimov.
Prigozhin ended his
mutiny after a deal was
brokered for him to go to
Belarus.

Russia’s Defence
Ministry published a
video featuring
Gerasimov on Monday the
first time he has been seen
since the rebellion.

The twin updates ap-
peared to be another at-
tempt by the Kremlin to
show it’s in control after a
turbulent period. But
many questions remain,
including about the deal
that ended Prigozhin’s re-
volt.

Days after the revolt,
Belarusian President
Alexander Lukashenko
said Prigozhin was in
Belarus. But last week the
president said the merce-
nary chief was in Russia
while his troops remained
in their camps.

Putin hosted Russian mercenary leader
Prigozhin after abortive mutiny

Beijing, Jul 10 (PTI) 

Six people, including
three children and a
teacher, were killed and
another injured in a
frightful knife assault at a
kindergarten school in a
revenge attack by a man
in a southern Chinese
city on Monday, the latest
such incident in the 
country.

Photos and video
footage in Chinese social
media showed the man
armed with a long dagger
prowling in a privately-
run school in Lianjiang
City of South China’s
Guangdong province to
attack the victims.

According to witness
accounts published by
the official media outlets,
the victims included one
teacher, two parents and
three children. One per-
son was also injured in
the attack.

The 25-year-old suspect,
surnamed Wu, is a local
resident who apparently
carried out the attack to
seek revenge against one
of the victims for injur-
ing his child in a car acci-
dent and declined to pay
compensation, state-run

Global Times reported.
The assailant was seek-

ing revenge, which could
be the cause of the mur-
der, the report said.

Targeted attacks on
children have come
under the spotlight in re-
cent months as merely
two weeks before
Monday’s tragic incident,
an 8-year-old boy was bru-
tally beaten to death by a
martial arts coach on
June 26, Global Times
report said.

The boy had enrolled
in the martial arts train-
ing institution on June
10 and lost his life eight
days later.

As knife attacks have
become a pattern,
China’s Ministry of
Education advised au-
thorities to “effectively
strengthen the safety of
primary and secondary
school and kinder-
garten campuses”.

It asked all schools in
the country to “deeply
understand the extreme
importance of main-
taining school safety
and student safety” and
ensure police are at
school entrances during
“important times”.

Six persons including three
children killed in knife attack

at kindergarten school 

Myanmar violence and
sea disputes to 

dominate ASEAN talks
Jakarta, Jul 10 (AP)
Myanmar’s prolonged civil
strife, tensions in the dis-
puted South China Sea and
concern over arms
buildups in the region are
expected to dominate the
agenda when Southeast
Asia’s top diplomats gath-
er for talks this week in
Indonesia. Russia’s year-
old invasion of Ukraine
and the US-China rivalry
will also be under the spot-
light as US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken,
Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov and
Chinese Foreign Minister
Qin Gang participate as di-
alogue partners of the
Association of Southeast
Asian Nations foreign min-
isters in the Indonesian
capital of Jakarta. North
Korea has yet to say
whether its foreign minis-
ter, Choe Son Hui, will at-
tend the ASEAN Regional
Forum, an annual regional
security meeting. It’s also
unclear who among the
key figures in the world’s
most intractable conflicts
will meet on the sidelines
of the group’s ministerial
meetings.

The Hague, Jul 10 (AP):
Dutch Prime Minister
Mark Rutte, the
Netherlands’ longest serv-
ing premier, said Monday
he will leave politics after
an early general election
sparked by a dispute over
migration that led to his
government’s resigna-
tion.

His decision means the
end of nearly 13 years in
power for the conserva-
tive leader sometimes
called “ Teflon Mark “ be-
cause scandals that
plagued his four different

administrations did not
stick to him.

Rutte, the 56-year-old
leader of the People’s
Party for Freedom and
Democracy, or VVD, an-
nounced his decision at a
hastily arranged parlia-
mentary debate to discuss
the fall of his latest gov-
erning coalition.

“Yesterday morning I
made a decision that I will
not be available again as a
leader of the VVD. When
a new Cabinet takes office
after the elections, I will
leave politics,” he said.

Dutch PM Mark Rutte will
leave politics after election



E ducation is the cornerstone of
the bond between India and

the United States. Students from
both countries are learning and
growing alongside each other, dis-
covering the people that they want to
become and building a better world
together. For economies to be robust,
India and US must invest in future
generations. It must be guaranteed
that young people are given the op-
portunity they deserve. India was
never part of the strategy orbit of US
or western countries but now the
United States is considering India as
a partner in cutting-edge technolo-
gies such as 5G, 6G, quantum com-
puting, space exploration, and other
high-end tech fields. 

Indian government's substantial
investments in infrastructure are
driving both investment and con-
sumption, which, in turn, contribute
to economic growth. To maintain
growth momentum, India and the US
need a pipeline of talent. On one
hand, the US has top-class educa-
tional institutions & advanced tech-
nologies. On the other hand, India
has the world's biggest youth facto-
ry. India-US partnership will prove to
be the engine of sustainable and in-
clusive global growth. India also sug-

gested US for starting an India-US
teachers' exchange programme and
hackathons on different issues. 

To increase the engagement of sci-
entists & entrepreneurs across the
world with Indian institutions, we
started GIAN - Global Initiative of
Academic Networks - in 2015. Under
this, 750 faculty members from the
US have come to India. By working
together, both countries can achieve
a safer, healthier, and more wealthy
future for everybody. Sentiment is
positive towards India because there
is hardly any country which has as
strong macroeconomic foundation as
India has today.

Education is not only the founda-
tion upon which our civilization has
been built, it is also the architect of
humanity's future. True knowledge
gives humility. From humility comes
worthiness. From worthiness one
gets wealth. Wealth enables a person
to do good deeds. And, this is what
brings joy. This is why, in India, the
Government has embarked on a ho-
listic and comprehensive journey.
Government of India (GoI) believe
that Foundational Literacy forms a
strong base for our youth. And, that’s
why Government is combining it with
technology. For this, the Government

has started the ''National Initiative
for Proficiency in reading with
Understanding and Numeracy'', or
Nipun Bharat initiative. Foundational
literacy and numeracy have been
identified as a priority to work on it in
a time-bound manner by 2030. The
Government objective is to provide
quality education with better gover-
nance. In this, the GoI has adapted
and use new e-learning innovatively. 

The GoI have taken several initia-
tives of its own. One such pro-
gramme is the ''Study Webs of
Active-learning for Young Aspiring
Minds'', or SWAYAM. This online
platform hosts all courses from Class
Nine to the post-graduate level. It
enables students to learn remotely,
and focuses on access, equity and
quality. With over 34 million enrol-
ments and more than nine thousand
courses, it has become a very effec-
tive learning tool. The GoI also has
the ''Digital Infrastructure for
Knowledge Sharing'' or DIKSHA
Portal. This is aimed at students in
remote areas and those unable to at-
tend regular classes. Teachers utilize
it to deliver school education
through distance learning. It sup-
ports learning in twenty-nine Indian
languages and seven foreign lan-
guages. It has witnessed over 137
million course completions. 

India is now in a position to share
these experiences and resources,
particularly with those in the Global
South. To make our youth future
ready, we need to continuously skill,
re-skill and up-skill them. We need to
align their competencies with evolv-
ing work profiles and practices. The
GoI is undertaking skill mapping. Our
Education, Skill and Labour
Ministries are working in tandem on
this initiative. G-20 countries can un-

dertake skill mapping at the global
level, and find gaps that need to be
plugged. Digital Technology serves
as an equalizer and promotes inclu-
sivity. It is a force multiplier in in-
creasing access to education and
adapting to future needs. 

Today, Artificial Intelligence offers
great potential in the field of learn-
ing, skilling and education. With op-
portunities, technology also poses
challenges. We have to strike the
right balance. The G-20 can play an
important role in this. The GoI has
laid emphasis on research and inno-
vation as well. As such, the GoI has
set up ten thousand ''Atal Tinkering
Labs'' across the country. These are
acting as research and innovation
nurseries for Indian school children.
More than 7.5 million students are
working on more than 1.2 million in-
novative projects in these labs. G20
countries, with their respective
strengths, can play a key role in pro-
moting research & innovation, espe-
cially among the Global South. Now it
is the duty of Higher Education sec-
tor to create a path for increased re-
search collaborations. The GoI has
also identified green transition, digi-
tal transformations and women's
empowerment as accelerators for
achieving Sustainable Development
Goals. Education is at the root of all
these efforts. This would benefit the
whole world in the true spirit of
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam - One
Earth, One Family, One Future.

((AAuutthhoorr  iiss  aann  EEmmiinneenntt  SSoocciiaall
SScciieennttiisstt,,  CCoolluummnniisstt,,  aanndd  pprreesseennttllyy
ppoosstteedd  aass  DDeeaann  aanndd  RReeggiissttrraarr  aatt  DDrr..
BB..  RR..  AAmmbbeeddkkaarr  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  ooff  SSoocciiaall

SScciieenncceess,,  DDrr..  AAmmbbeeddkkaarr  NNaaggaarr
((MMHHOOWW)),,  MMaaddhhyyaa  PPrraaddeesshh::    EEmmaaiill::
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Bengal violence 
concerning

Bengal is continuously suffering
from poll violence, political parties
are busy in blaming and fighting
each other. public are losing their
lives but it is not a matter for political
parties, their main objective is only
getting votes. Nothing seems to have
changed. Violence still continues and
people are still dying. They don't un-
derstand that a life is more precious
than one vote. they understand that
vote is vital not voters. it's their mis-
communication that without voters,
vote is impossible. Central Govt is
also silent,it must break its silence on
Bengal Poll violence and resolve the
situation soon rather to politicise.

TTaauuqquueeeerr  RRaahhmmaannii,,  CChheennnnaaii  

Politicians should 
have retirement age
It's a common practice in an ad-

ministration and governance that a
person have a retirement age for a
job role but politicians are exempted
from it whether he/she is an octage-
narian or a nonagenarian, they will
enjoy the office forever. In contrary,
soldiers, bureaucrats, and judges
have a retirement age. Why should
there not be a level playing field for
politicians. There is a minimum age
for qualification of contesting elec-
tions, but ther is no outer limit for
political career. It's nothing but a
avarice and greed of power. 

MMuuzzaakkkkiirr  KKhhaann,,  MMuummbbaaii  

Dynastic Politics
Unraveling the complex web of

political dynamics in Maharashtra is
a challenging task. However, one
thing remains evident: politicians
often prioritize their own interests,
as well as those of their families and
networks, over the welfare of the
state and the nation. Relinquishing a
powerful position is a rare occur-
rence, as leaders prefer to pass the
baton to their relatives when step-
ping down. Politics has transformed
into a profitable family enterprise. It
is crucial to support and elect politi-
cians who embody integrity, ethical
conduct, and a genuine commitment
to serving the public good.

MMKK  NNaaiirr,,  RRaaiippuurr

Democracy at Risk
Recent events in Tamil Nadu and

Maharashtra raise concerns about
the state of democracy. In Tamil
Nadu, corruption allegations led to
the temporary dismissal of a minis-
ter by the Governor, only to be re-
versed later. However, in
Maharashtra, allegations against the
Leader of Opposition did not hinder
his appointment as Deputy Chief
Minister. The BJP's decision to join
hands with the NCP, a party it la-
beled the 'national corruption party,'
undermines both the BJP and the na-
tion. Many politicians prioritize
power over public welfare, disre-
garding the principles of democracy.
The current situation in Maharashtra
is detrimental to the health of
democracy.

BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,  FFaarriiddaabbaadd
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Traffic jam at ITO after heavy monsoon rains, in New Delhi, Monday, July 10.

TRAFFIC JAM

Modi’s US visit boost up higher education sector

D ecades ago, career profession-
als were limited to doctors, en-

gineers, lawyers, and those in govern-
ment jobs, which have expanded to
numerous science and commerce op-
tions. However, the most exciting
part of this ‘transformation of ca-
reers’ is its future. What now? What
next? Most sought-after jobs today
didn’t even exist five years ago, and
what might exist 10 years down the
line is quite enthralling in itself.

However, as we dream of what
might be there in our career journey
in the future, let’s look at careers that
are paving the way for the transfor-
mation.

NNeeww--aaggee  ccaarreeeerr  OOppttiioonnss  
1. Ethical Hacking: Many multina-

tionals employ ethical hackers to pro-
tect the organisation’s sensitive and
confidential information. While busi-
ness today is going digital with limit-
less access to anyone who wishes
harm, more data guardians need to
hold the fort, or, you know, a server.

22--  EE--RReettaaiill
Flipkart and Amazon have changed

the way we shop. E-retailers are in
high demand to use their knowledge
of the market and make an already
happy shopping experience even
happier.

33::  GGrraapphhiicc  DDeessiiggnniinngg::  Nobody likes
to read text these days; everyone
likes crisp, straight-forward informa-
tion that pleases the eye. No wonder
graphic designers are the next big
thing in communication.

44::  CCrreeaattiivvee  WWrriittiinngg::  In a sister field
to graphic design, creative writers
develop content that connects, en-

gages, and holds the reader’s atten-
tion.

55::  AApppp  DDeevveellooppmmeenntt::  App develop-
ers use programming to create soft-
ware that matches clients require-
ments and simplifies the functioning
of their businesses.

66::  WWeeddddiinngg  PPhhoottooggrraapphhyy::  Through
photographs, memories last a life-
time. With weddings going larger
than life itself, why shouldn’t the pic-
tures?

77::  RReevviieewwiinngg::  A social media post
is all it takes to make or break the sit-
uation for a new venture. Reviewers
review products and services offered
by different ventures, which may
range across food, gadgets, travel,
and more.

88::  BBllooggggiinngg::  A blogger develops
blog posts that connect with the audi-
ence. They are usually a medium of
self-expression, where the bloggers
express their opinions, beliefs, and
understanding, but some write for or-
ganisations as well, where they detail
the business and its offerings. 

99::  SSoocciiaall  MMeeddiiaa  MMaannaaggeemmeenntt::  One
of the basic principles of marketing is
“jo dikhta hai, wo bikta hai”, Social
media managers build on this and
brand your products in the virtual
space, because when the world is on-
line, why shouldn’t your business be?

1100::  FFaasshhiioonn  SSttyylliinngg  aanndd  PPeerrssoonnaall
SShhooppppiinngg::  Fashion stylists and per-
sonal shoppers do two things: they
assess a client’s style and then go on
a shopping spree to find clothes and
accessories that will look good on
them. Let’s talk Prada, people! 

1111::  IImmaaggee  CCoonnssuullttiinngg::  It has al-

ways been a human need to under-
stand what we look like to other peo-
ple and how we can refine ourselves
to be better individuals. Image con-
sultants do just the job. They work
with people on confidence building,
grooming, body language, and com-
munication on an intrinsic level so
that their outer selves are much more
confident.

1122::  DDaannccee  TThheerraappyy::  Dance helps
release endorphins, and what do en-
dorphins do? They make you happy!
Dance therapists use the combined
vibes of music, dance, and exercise to
take care of your stressful daily af-
fairs. 

1133::  MMaarriinnee  SScciieennccee  aanndd
OOcceeaannooggrraapphhyy:: Marine scientists and
Oceanographers study the complex
relationships in the hydrological cycle
and also examine the underwater
ecosystem. They study climate
change and the impact it can have on
oceans in detail and suggest meas-
ures for prevention and control. 

1144::  WWiillddlliiffee  CCoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn::  Wildlife
conservationists work in the natural
habitat of the wildlife they seek to
conserve and often protect, maintain,
and enhance it. They also study the
causes of the extinction of certain
species, design campaigns, and strive
to protect those on the verge of ex-
tinction. 

1155::  WWiinnee  TTaassttiinngg::  Sommeliers
taste wine and get paid for it. (Dream
Job Alert!). They advise restaurants
on various wine and food combina-
tions and possess deep and compre-
hensive knowledge of wine. They
often curate menus for cafes and

restaurants and travel far and wide in
search of exquisite wines.

1166::  PPeett  GGrroooommiinngg::  Thought fash-
ion, styling, and manicures and pedi-
cures were just limited to humans?
Think otherwise. Pets today, too, are
given luxury treatments, and thus
groomers. Pet grooming is a big fad
in the west and is fast picking up pace
in India as well. 

1177--  YYoouuTTuubbiinngg::  YouTubers believe
in doing it yourself and create
YouTube channels and video blogs to
build subscribers over time. They
publish unique content that connects
with the audience and may range
from documentaries, music videos,
web series, music covers, cooking,
fashion, and more. 

1188::  SSttaanndd--UUpp  CCoommeeddyy::  With the
Indian television industry moving on
from the typical Saas-Bahu sagas and
exploring other genres of entertain-
ment, the demand for stand-up co-
medians is sure to rise. Moreover, the
culture of live comedy shows and on-
line videos is on the rise as well. Who
doesn’t like a good laugh, eh? 

1199::  SSppaa  MMaannaaggeemmeenntt::  They say a
good spa treatment is therapy. Ever
wondered how spa companies get so
many trained professionals? Let’s talk
about a relaxing career, shall we? 

2200::  PPuubblliicc  HHeeaalltthh  EEnnttoommoollooggyy::
Entomology is the study of insects
and their ecosystems. A career in
public health entomology will entail
research on its effects on human
health. Preventing epidemics, one at
a time. 

2211..  HHaabbiittaatt  PPoolliiccyy  aanndd  PPrraaccttiissee::
Habitat policymakers and practition-

ers focus on habitats inhabited by
various species and focus on the
rights, social composition, and activi-
ties of the inhabitants. Their field is
one driven by research, foolproof
planning, and effective execution. 

2222--  PPhhoottoonniiccss::  A fusion of optical
technology and electronics, the field
focuses on the properties of light and
how it can be best put to use. Owing
to the field’s highly specialised na-
ture, photonics specialists are in de-
mand internationally. Professionals
and researchers in the domain of pho-
tonics often apply light to various do-
mains such as medicine, surgery, in-
dustry, research, and even agriculture
and energy. 

2233..  FFllaavvoouurr  CChheemmiissttrryy::  Flavour
chemists make good food better.
Imagine a dark chocolate hazelnut
gelato with strawberry mascarpone
cream. Drooling already? They under-
take extensive education in food and
work with restaurants, pharmaceuti-
cal companies, and food manufactur-
ing giants to improve the aesthetics,
smell, taste, and shelf life of food. 

2244--GGeerroonnttoollooggyy::  Gerontologists
study the social, physical, mental,
and physiological effects of growing
old. Gerontologists find their de-
mand in research and in specialised
health care. They extensively work in
old-age homes, senior citizen facili-
ties, hospitals, and nursing homes to
take care of the elderly. Among the
huge pool of people in conventional
career fields, only some stand out.
They are the ones daring to dream,
following their hearts, and pursuing
new-age careers.

Emerging Career Paths: Shaping the Future

T he news of Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs) venturing be-
yond national borders has sparked great excitement, and right-

fully so. It marks a significant milestone in India's pursuit of global
recognition in higher education. IIT-Madras has taken the lead by be-
coming the first institute to establish an overseas campus. With the
signing of a Memorandum of Understanding with Tanzania, Zanzibar is
set to host an IIT campus starting from October. This progressive step
is followed by IIT-Delhi and IIT-Kharagpur, which will establish their
campuses in the UAE and Malaysia, respectively. The expansion of
IIT's presence worldwide aligns with India's foreign policy and com-
mitment to fostering South-South cooperation. By internationalizing
education through collaborative initiatives, India aims to deepen ties
with recipient countries, promote technological education, enhance
student mobility, and create global research opportunities. However,
this development also sheds light on the underlying challenges faced
by the broader higher education sector in India. Beyond a handful of
esteemed institutions like the IITs and the IISc, many universities and
colleges struggle to achieve global recognition and secure favorable
positions in international rankings. Limited resources, insufficient
funding, and a shortage of qualified faculty hamper their ability to de-
liver quality education to students. The situation becomes particularly
concerning for talented youth residing in rural areas who lack access
to institutions of higher learning that can nurture their skills. The con-
sequence is a significant impact on their employability and their po-
tential to innovate, start businesses, or contribute to research and de-
velopment. Many highly qualified graduates find themselves forced to
settle for jobs that do not match their capabilities, or worse, abandon
their core fields of expertise altogether. To address these challenges,
the government must prioritize empowering India's youth with quality
education while concurrently enhancing the country's global pres-
ence. Investment in education is a crucial component of national de-
velopment, and it is imperative that attention is given to revitalizing
and strengthening the overall higher education sector. Adequate fund-
ing, infrastructure development, and initiatives to attract and retain
qualified faculty must be prioritized to create an enabling environ-
ment for students to excel and institutions to thrive. Additionally, a
comprehensive review of the curriculum and teaching methodologies
is necessary to ensure that graduates possess the necessary skills and
competencies demanded by the evolving job market. Emphasis should
be placed on fostering critical thinking, problem-solving abilities, and
innovation, equipping students with the tools to succeed in the digital
age. Furthermore, collaborations and partnerships between Indian in-
stitutions and foreign universities should be encouraged, enabling
knowledge exchange and cross-cultural learning. These initiatives can
bolster the global standing of Indian universities while providing stu-
dents with exposure to diverse perspectives and research opportuni-
ties. While the expansion of IITs on the global stage is undoubtedly a
noteworthy achievement, it should serve as a catalyst for broader ed-
ucational reforms. The goal should not only be to enhance the reputa-
tion of a few select institutions but to elevate the overall quality of
higher education across the country. This necessitates a comprehen-
sive approach that addresses the systemic challenges faced by univer-
sities and colleges, ensuring that all students have access to quality
education regardless of their geographical location. India's journey to-
wards becoming a global educational powerhouse must be inclusive
and transformative, driven by a commitment to equipping the youth
with the skills, knowledge, and opportunities they deserve. By priori-
tizing quality education and investing in the development of institu-
tions, India can build a strong foundation for the next generation, em-
powering them to contribute meaningfully to the nation's progress
while simultaneously securing its position on the global stage.

IT Expansion

Central Chronicle invites articles, write-ups, and comments on a wide range of
issues for our editorial page. Submissions should be between 800-900 words in
length. In addition, we welcome letters to the editor for this page. While letters

may be edited for clarity, we aim to preserve the integrity of the original message,
and ask that they be kept to around 50-60 words. Submissions can be sent via

email to editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com.

T he Indian political landscape has witnessed a recent uproar fol-
lowing the public airing of a nephew's plea to his uncle, veteran

politician Sharad Pawar, urging him to retire from active politics. This
appeal, driven by concern and frustration, has opened up a broader
debate on the longevity of political careers and the need for reform.
While some view it as a mere display of self-interest, it highlights a
genuine concern shared by citizens across the country. In a democrat-
ic society, every individual possesses the right to pursue their chosen
profession for as long as they are capable and passionate about it. Be
it a singer, writer, or entrepreneur, the opportunity to continue work-
ing is not constrained by an arbitrary age limit. In this light, it is worth
questioning why politicians, particularly those in leadership positions,
are not afforded the same privilege. If the public continues to support
their efforts through endorsements and votes, should they not have
the right to serve indefinitely? On the other hand, we must also con-
sider the importance of a level playing field. Across various sectors,
there are clear limitations on the age of retirement. Soldiers, doctors,
judges, and many others are subject to this rule. In the interest of fair-
ness, shouldn't politicians be subjected to similar boundaries? This is
not to suggest that political careers should be abruptly terminated,
but rather that a reasonable framework be established to ensure that
public offices are not held indefinitely, especially when taxpayer
money and public power are at stake. The recent political maneuver-
ings by Ajit Pawar, using his uncle's refusal to retire as a justification
for his own actions, may be unpalatable. However, it brings to the
fore a longstanding demand of ordinary citizens - the need to set
boundaries on political careers. While politicians should be allowed to
work within their parties or engage in social causes, there must be re-
strictions on holding public office for an extended duration. In this
context, Prime Minister Narendra Modi's endorsement of a retire-
ment age limit is a significant step in the right direction. The
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has embraced the idea, with exceptions
being made on a case-by-case basis. This acknowledgment by the rul-
ing party is commendable, but it is crucial that the conversation ex-
pands beyond party lines. The nation must engage in a rigorous and
inclusive debate to determine the appropriate age limit for political
careers. It is imperative that India considers adopting a model akin to
that of the United States, where the president is limited to serving a
maximum of two terms. Such a restriction ensures fresh perspec-
tives, prevents the consolidation of power, and promotes a healthy
democratic environment. Similarly, a discourse on imposing term lim-
its at the state and national levels would be a significant political re-
form that the country needs. As we seek hope for change, it is not
surprising that many turn to Prime Minister Narendra Modi to lead
this discussion and steer it towards fruition. The time has come for
India to address the issue of political careers and the need for transi-
tion. While it is important to respect an individual's freedom to pur-
sue their passion, it is equally crucial to maintain a fair and account-
able system. By implementing reasonable retirement age limits and
term restrictions, we can ensure a more vibrant and inclusive democ-
racy, fostering new leaders and fresh ideas.

Transcending Tradition
Political Careers and the Need for Change

Empowering Indian Education
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Power projects

Hamirpur: Delays in
the completion of
power projects result
in financial losses for
the state and therefore
the timely completion
of these projects
should be ensured,
said Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu. Reviewing the
progress in a meeting
at Hamirpur on
Saturday late evening,
Sukhu emphasized on
the need to expedite
ongoing power proj-
ects in the state and
said that the state
aims to commission
628 MW of hydroelec-
tric projects by March
2027. In a statement is-
sued here on Sunday,
he said that the 628
MW projects include
the 450 MW Shongtong
Karchham project by
July 2025, the 48 MW
Chanju-3 Hydro
Electric project by
March 2027 and the 130
MW Kashang-2 and 3
projects by June 2026.

Conclave 
inauguration

New Delhi: Union
home and cooperation
minister Amit Shah
will inaugurate a day-
long conclave to dis-
cuss ways to strength-
en Primary
Agricultural Credit
Societies (PACS)
through Farmer
Producer
Organisations (FPOs)
in the national capital
on Friday. Currently,
there are more than
95,000 PACS, of which
only about 63,000
PACS are functional.
The PACS have a huge
member base of
around 13 crore farm-
ers, out of which more
than 86 per cent of
farmers in the coun-
try are small and mar-
ginal. There is a need
to facilitate these
farmers with access to
improved technology,
credit, better input
and markets.

Courtesy call

New Delhi: Union
Finance and
Corporate Affairs
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on
Monday called on
President Droupadi
Murmu at the
Rashtrapati Bhavan
here. The meeting
comes amid a buzz
over a possible reshuf-
fle of the Union coun-
cil of ministers.
“Union Minister of
Finance and
Corporate Affairs, Mrs
Nirmala Sitharaman,
called on President
Droupadi Murmu at
Rashtrapati Bhavan,”
the President’s office
tweeted along with a
picture of the meeting.

New Delhi, Jul 10:  

The government has
asked the Indian Banks’
Association (IBA) to initi-
ate the process of negotia-
tions for the 12th Bi-partite
settlement in a time-bound
manner and to finalise it
by December 1, 2023, said a
senior official. The wage
revision for employees
and officers of the public
sector banks is due from
November 1, 2022. The
early wage revision would
help improve working con-
ditions and incentivise the
banking sector employees,
the official said. Further,
the official said, the fi-
nance ministry has asked
IBA to ensure that all fu-
ture wage negotiations
should be finalised before
the beginning of the sub-
sequent period so that the
wage revision could be im-
plemented from the due
date itself. As a part of the
settlement, the IBA is ex-
pected to engage in dia-

logues with the employees’
Unions/ Associations and
work out to arrive at a mu-
tually agreeable wage set-
tlement. The government
has stressed the impor-
tance of fairness and equi-
ty in the revision, ensur-
ing that the compensation
structure remains compet-
itive with other players in
the banking industry, the
official said.

“Wage settlement for
banks has always been a
tedious and time-consum-
ing process with bank
managements, represent-
ed by IBA, and employees’
unions engaging in tough
negotiations. Historically,
delays of 2-3 years in wage
settlement have led to a
substantial accumulation
of arrears, which are
eventually disbursed in a
lump-sum. “This contrasts
with the more sustainable
approach of integrating
the revised wages into the
regular monthly salaries,”
said the official.

Highlighting that the
banking sector is the back-
bone of the Indian econo-
my, the official said it is in-
cumbent upon the man-
agement of banks to en-
sure that employees are
adequately compensated
and it is necessary for the
health and stability of the
entire economy as well. It
also comes at a time when
the financials of the
Public Sector Banks are
healthy with the net prof-
its almost tripled to Rs 1.04
lakh crore in FY’23 as com-
pared to Rs Rs 36,270 crore
earned in FY’14.

At the same time, the
Return on Assets (ROA) in
PSBs rose from 0.51 per
cent in FY’14 to 0.78 per
cent, while Net Interest
Margin (NIM) has also in-
creased from 2.73 per cent
to 3.23 per cent in FY’23.
Wage settlement talks nor-
mally benefit employees of
public sector banks, old
generation private banks
and some foreign banks.

Finmin asks IBA to finalise
wage revision of bankers

of PSU banks by Dec 1
photo 10busi

New Delhi, Jul 10:
Hyundai Motor India on
Monday forayed into the
entry-level SUV segment
in the country with the
launch of all-new model
Exter, with introductory
prices ranging between Rs
5.99 lakh and Rs 9.31 lakh
(ex-showroom). The
model, which competes di-
rectly with Tata Motors
Punch, comes powered by
a 1.2-litre petrol engine
mated with both manual
and automatic variants.
The five-speed manual
trims, which deliver fuel
efficiency of 19.4 km per
litre are priced between Rs
5.99 lakh and Rs 9.31 lakh.
The five-speed automatic
variant is tagged at Rs 7.96
lakh with a claimed fuel ef-
ficiency of 19.2 km per
litre. The CNG trim is
priced at Rs 8.23 lakh with
an efficiency of 27.1 km
per kg. Speaking at the
launch, Hyundai Motor
India MD and CEO Unsoo
Kim said with the launch
of Exter, the automaker
has now become a full-
range SUV manufacturer

in the country. He noted
that the company has in-
vested Rs 950 crore on the
development of the model.
Outlining Hyundai’s com-
mitment to the Indian
market, Kim said the au-
tomaker has recently an-
nounced a Rs 20,000-crore
investment spread over
ten years to enhance pro-
duction capacity, intro-
duce electric models and
set up a battery pack unit
in Tamil Nadu. The com-
pany is looking to enhance
its annual production ca-

pacity to 8.5 lakh units per
annum from 8.2 lakh units
currently at its Chennai-
based plant, he added.
Hyundai Motor India COO
Tarun Garg noted that the
model would help in bring-
ing additional volumes to
the company while
strengthening its overall
SUV portfolio. “Exter is
our eighth SUV model in
the country. With this, now
we are the only company
to offer products in the six
SUV sub-segments,” he
added.

Hyundai drives in micro SUV Exter
with price starting at Rs 5.99 lakh

MD & CEO, Hyundai Motor India Ltd. Unsoo Kim with
COO, Hyundai Motor India Ltd. Tarun Garg at the

launch of Hyundai Exter, in Gurugram, Monday, July 10.

Inflow in equity
mutual fund hit 
3-month high 

at Rs 8,637 cr in June
New Delhi, Jul 10:
Driven by buoyant SIP
flows, equity mutual
funds attracted Rs 8,637
crore in June, making it
the highest net inflow in
three months, amid a
rally in the stock market.
This was way higher than
Rs 3,240 crore inflow seen
in May and Rs 6,480 crore
in April. Before that, the
net inflow was Rs 20,534
crore in March, data re-
leased by the Association
of Mutual Funds in India
(Amfi) showed on
Monday. “June net num-
bers were a tad higher
than May. Some profit
booking at higher levels to
maintain asset allocation
is not ruled out but in-
vestors continue to keep
investing through SIPs
(Systematic Investment
Plans) and STPs
(Systematic Transfer
Plans),” Manish Mehta,
National Head and Sales,
Marketing & Digital
Business at Kotak
Mahindra Asset
Management Company,
said. Inflow through SIP
was at Rs 14,734 crore last
month as compared to Rs
14,749 crore in May.

New Delhi, Jul 10:  

Toy manufacturers have
urged the government to
resolve a GST (Goods and
Services Tax) anomaly
and immediate roll-out of
the production linked in-
centive scheme to boost
the growth of the sector.
These issues were raised
by the industry during a
meeting called by the
Department for Promotion
of Industry and Internal
Trade (DPIIT) on July 8
here. The meeting was at-
tended by representatives
of global and domestic toy
manufacturers, retailers,
associations, and govern-
ment officials to discuss
the opportunities in the
domestic toy sector. It was

chaired by DPIIT
Secretary Rajesh Kumar
Singh. Toy Association of
India (TAI) Senior Vice-
President and Little
Genius Toys CEO Naresh
Gautam, who attended the
meeting, said that besides
PLI and GST, the industry
has urged for resumption

of Credit Linked Capital
Subsidy Scheme (CLCSS).

“PLI is the need of the
hour as it would help in
tapping huge business op-
portunities,” Gautam, who
has been making wooden
toys for the last 32 years,
said. He added that it is a
labour intensive sector

and support measures by
the government would
help in creating jobs and
increasing exports. “We
train unskilled people for
jobs, particularly women
workers. We are more
competitive than China,”
Gautam said. Another in-
dustry official said that
the meeting was a major
platform to interact with
the government, global
players and domestic man-
ufacturers. Sharing simi-
lar views, Toy Association
of India Chairman Manu
Gupta said that a lot of is-
sues were raised such as
standard input output
norms (SION) for all toys,
and resumption of credit
linked capital subsidy
scheme.

Toy industry seeks resolution 
of GST anomaly, PLI scheme

New Delhi, Jul 10: 

Taiwan’s Foxconn has
withdrawn from a USD
19.5 billion semiconduc-
tor joint venture with
mining baron Anil
Agarwal’s Vedanta Ltd as
the venture struggled to
get a technology partner
to make chips that are
used in mobile phones to
refrigerators and cars. In
a statement, Foxconn, the
world’s largest contract
electronics maker, said it
“has determined it will
not move forward on the
joint venture with
Vedanta.” Agarwal’s met-
als-to-oil conglomerate
responded saying it was
“fully committed to its
semiconductor fab proj-

ect and we have lined up
other partners to set up
India’s first foundry.” It
however did not give de-
tails of the new partners.
Foxconn, best known for
assembling iPhones and
other Apple products,
and Vedanta last year
signed a pact to set up
semiconductor and dis-
play production plants in
Gujarat. European chip-
maker ST
Microelectronics was
being roped in as a tech-
nology partner for the
venture but talks were
deadlocked. Most of the
world’s chips are manu-
factured in a handful of
countries and India,
which expects its semi-
conductor market to be

worth USD 63 billion by
2026, is a late entrant.
Three applications - one
from the Vedanta-
Foxconn joint venture,
another from a global
consortium of ISMC and
one from Singapore-
based IGSS Ventures -
were received in response
to the government’s in-
centive scheme for local
manufacture of semicon-
ductors.

The other two applica-
tions too haven’t made
much progress. Just last
week, Vedanta an-
nounced that it will ac-
quire the semiconductor
and display glass units
from group company
Twin Star Technologies
Ltd.

Foxconn junks $19.5 bn Vedanta chip plan
Vedanta says other investors lined up

Mumbai, Jul 10:  

Benchmark Sensex and
Nifty advanced in a
volatile trade on Monday,
driven by heavy buying in
index major Reliance
Industries and unabated
foreign fund inflows.
Bouncing back from
Friday’s decline, the 30-
share BSE Sensex gained
63.72 points or 0.10 per cent
to settle at 65,344.17.
During the day, it climbed
353.04 points or 0.54 per
cent to 65,633.49. The NSE
Nifty advanced 24.10
points or 0.12 per cent to
end at 19,355.90.
Correction in IT counters
ahead of their quarterly
earnings announcements
restricted the gains.

From the Sensex pack,
Reliance Industries
jumped the most by 3.78

per cent, helping the index
close in green. Tata Steel,
Bharti Airtel, IndusInd
Bank, Kotak Mahindra
Bank, UltraTech Cement,
ICICI Bank and Tata

Motors were the other
biggest gainers. Titan,
HCL Technologies, Power
Grid, Tata Consultancy
Services, Wipro,
Hindustan Unilever, Axis

Bank and Nestle were
among the major laggards.

“Indian equities faced
broad-based weakness, but
the benchmark managed
to stay marginally positive
with the support of strong
buying in heavyweight
stocks. The weakness was
led by IT stocks, as the sec-
tor is set to kick off the Q1
result season with expec-
tations of soft earnings.

Additionally, cues from
the US markets are un-
favourable, as concerns
about another rate hike
persist despite expecta-
tions of a fast cooling of
future US CPI inflation
data, said Vinod Nair,
Head of Research at Geojit
Financial Services.
“Markets oscillated in a
narrow range and ended
marginally in the green
amid mixed cues.

Sensex, Nifty edge higher on RIL boost, FII inflows
New Delhi, Jul 10: 

The rupee consolidated
in a narrow range and set-
tled for the day higher by 3
paise at 82.58 against the
US dollar on Monday, amid
a muted trend in domestic
equities. Rupee is trading
in a narrow range as the
softness in the US dollar
and sustained FII inflows
were negated by risk aver-
sion in global markets,
forex traders said. At the
interbank foreign ex-
change market, the local
unit opened at 82.65
against the US dollar and
settled at 82.58 (provision-
al), up 3 paise over its pre-
vious close. During the
day, the domestic unit wit-
nessed an intra-day high of
82.55 and a low of 82.65. On

Friday, the rupee had set-
tled at 82.61 against the
dollar. The dollar index,
which gauges the green-
back’s strength against a
basket of six currencies,
rose 0.11 per cent to 102.38.
Brent crude futures, the
global oil benchmark, de-
clined 0.74 per cent to USD
77.89 per barrel. “We ex-

pect the rupee to trade
with a negative bias on
risk aversion in global
markets and rising bond
yields in the major global
economies and expecta-
tions of further rate hikes
to tame inflation.

However, some softness
in the US dollar and sus-
tained FII inflows may
support rupee at lower lev-
els,” Anuj Choudhary -
Research Analyst at
Sharekhan by BNP
Paribas. Choudhary fur-
ther noted that market
participants may remain
cautious ahead of India’s
inflation and IIP data and
US inflation and PPI data
this week. “We expect the
USDINR spot to trade be-
tween 82.20 to 83.20 in the
near-term,” he said.

Rupee rises 3 paise to close 
at 82.58 against US dollar

New Delhi, Jul 10: 

Private equity (PE) in-
vestment in real estate de-
clined 5 per cent year-on-
year in April-June to USD
1.9 billion because of high
interest rates, according to
Anarock. PE inflows stood
at USD 2 billion in the year-
ago period. Real estate con-
sultant Anarock has come
out with a report titled
‘FLUX Q1 FY24 Market
Monitor for Capital Flows
in Indian Real Estate’. “PE
activity marginally de-
clined by 5 per cent in Q1
FY24 given the elevated in-
terest rates,” the report
said. PE inflows stood at
USD 1.4 billion in the first
quarter of 2021-22, USD 0.2
billion in Q1 FY21 and USD
1.7 billion in Q1 FY20. As

per the data, foreign in-
vestors accounted for 94
per cent of the PE invest-
ments, while the share of
domestic fund was 6 per
cent. PE funding remained
dominated in form of equi-
ty, which contributed 94
per cent to the total inflow.
Anarock noted that the
“overall activity remained
muted with headline num-
bers boosted by a large sin-
gle deal with assets across
locations.” In May,
Brookfield India REIT
(BIRET) and Singapore’s
GIC announced an equal
partnership to acquire two
commercial properties in
India for USD 1.4 billion.

Out of the total inflow, 90
per cent came in office as-
sets during April-June. In
the year-ago period, 68 per
cent of the PE inflow came
from office assets. Shobhit
Agarwal, MD & CEO of
Anarock Capital, said,
“Excluding this deal, pri-
vate equity activity re-
mained subdued owing to
a high interest rate envi-
ronment and global uncer-
tainties.” “PE transactions
in Indian real estate are, in
any case, tilted towards eq-
uity investments in office
assets by foreign investors.
The single large deal be-
tween the consortium of
GIC and Brookfield REIT
with Brookfield AMC has
further skewed the mix
during the quarter,”
Agarwal said.

Pvt equity inflow in realty sector
down 5 pc to USD 1.9 bn in Apr-Jun

 Foreign investors
share at 94 pc

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuull  1100::  Utkarsh
Small Finance Bank on Monday
said it has fixed a price band of
Rs 23-25 a share for its Rs 500-
crore initial public offering
(IPO). The Varanasi-headquar-
tered small finance bank’s
(SFB) IPO will open for public
subscription during July 12-14. 

The bidding for anchor
investors will open on July 11,
the lender announced. Utkarsh
is looking to raise Rs 500 crore
through its IPO, which is a
completely fresh issue of equi-
ty shares.  Proceeds from the
fresh issue will be utilized to
augment the lender’s tier 1
capital base to meet future
capital requirements. Investors
can bid for a minimum of 600
equity shares and in multiples
of 600 equity shares thereafter.
Utkarsh commenced opera-

tions in 2017 and its product
suite includes a range of
deposit products including sav-
ing accounts, salary accounts,
current accounts, recurring
and fixed deposits, and locker
facilities.

As of March 2023, the
lender’s operations were
spread across 26 states and
Union Territories with 830
banking outlets serving 3.6 mil-
lion customers majorly located
in rural and semi-urban areas
primarily in Bihar and Uttar
Pradesh. The bank’s gross loan
portfolio has grown to Rs
13,957.11 crore as of March 31,
2023, from Rs 8,415.66 crore as
of March 31, 2021. Its disburse-
ments increased to Rs
12,442.89 crore in fiscal 2023
from Rs 5,914.01 crore in fiscal
2021.

Utkarsh Small Finance Bank
IPO to open on Jul 12; sets

price band at Rs 23-25/share
NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuull  1100::  

Power consumption grew by
4.4 per cent to 139.23 billion
units in June this year com-
pared to last year. In the year-
ago period, power consump-
tion stood at 133.26 billion
units (BU), higher than 114.48
BU in June 2021, according to
government data. The peak
power demand met, which is
the highest supply in a day,
rose to 223.23 GW in June 2023.
The peak power supply stood
at 211.72 GW in June 2022 and
191.24 GW in June 2021. The
power ministry had estimated
the country’s electricity
demand to touch 229 GW dur-
ing the summer season. But
the demand did not reach the
projected level in April-May
this year due to unseasonal

rains. Power consumption was
affected in March, April and
May this year due to wide-
spread rains in the country.
Experts said that unseasonal
rains in March, April and May
affected the power consump-
tion in the country. However,
they stated that the power con-
sumption growth was not that
bad in June this year. 

Rains reduced the demand
for electricity as people used
fewer cooling appliances com-
pared to the previous year,
according to experts. 

Further, experts had
expressed hope that power
consumption and demand
would grow from June
onwards, due to further
improvement in economic
activities as well as a rise in
temperature.

Power consumption 
grows by 4.4 pc to 139.23

billion units in June



ACROSS
1. Small tastes
5. She, in Valencia
9. Window blind
14. Musician ____ Clapton
15. Sly glance
16. Spud
17. Comedian ____ Carvey
18. “The Diary of ____ Frank”
19. Fragrance
20. Natural reduction in staff
22. Office notes

23. Trinity’s boyfriend
24. Expire
25. French pal
27. Advertising lights
29. Song of praise
34. Brightness
37. Formal procession
38. Beasts of burden
39. Navy officer (abbr.)
41. Pub beverages
42. Erase
45. Meetings
48. Light bulb inventor

49. Consumed
50. Scarlet
52. Uncle ____
53. Curvy turn
56. San Antonio shrine
60. Showing feelings
63. Actress ____ Sarandon
64. Traffic barrier
65. Out of work
66. Vigilant
67. The ____ Office
68. Suffer defeat
69. Socrates’ student
70. Depend
71. Barter

DOWN
1. Family car
2. Angry
3. Spotted horse
4. Old wound
5. Ecstacy
6. Indulgence
7. Carson’s successor
8. Fight site
9. Staying power
10. Rabbit’s kin
11. Potent particle
12. Dealer’s car
13. Periods in history
21. Bright thought
26. Tourist’s aid
27. Baseball teams
28. ____ of humor
30. Teach
31. Angelic symbol

32. Biblical locale
33. Disorder
34. Was a passenger
35. Chopped down
36. Food shop
40. Not year-round
43. The Blue Jays’ city
44. Vane letters
46. Majestic
47. Tractor-trailer
51. Room design
53. Finance
54. Chip dip
55. Slumber
56. PDQ’s kin
57. Soothe
58. Floating
59. Store
61. Change residences
62. Lubricates
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TT he brand-new campaign
promo for the 15th season

of the audience-adored show,
'Kaun Banega Crorepati' has
captivated one and all! ‘Badal
raha hai desh, badal raha hai
Kaun Banega Crorepati’ - host
Amitabh Bachchan has mes-
merized the nation with his
lyrical narration in this capti-
vating video. 

His poetic rendition of the
promo dialogues was set to the
upbeat music composed by
Rohan – Vinayak, which culmi-
nated in Mr Bachchan hum-
ming the iconic tune of the
reality quiz show. Echoing in
the hearts of KBC fans, the
effervescent Amitabh
Bachchan’s voice sets the tone
for a fresh avatar of the show,
in tune with the changes that
the country/its people have
embraced. Fans of the legend –

Amitabh Bachchan, Rohan and
Vinayak have previously given
music to films like 'Pink' and
'Sarkar 3' and '102 Not Out'.
And now, they’ve breathed new
life into the iconic theme tune
of Kaun Banega Crorepati. But
it was the genius addition of
using Mr Bachchan’s voice to
hum the iconic theme that has

taken the nation by storm.
Talking about the ideation and
execution of the tune, Rohan
said, "The tune of KBC 15 is
registered in our hearts and
minds and is unique to the
show. Our first thought, behind
making Mr Bachchan hum the
theme tune, was that both the
host and tune are the identity

of the show and therefore, it
only seemed right for us to
bring them both together to
invite the viewers to a new
season.” Vinayak also echoed
this sentiment, saying, "We
have been fans of the legend
since we were kids and having
worked with him before, we
know that his voice has that
power and that allure which
brings this country together.
Thus, Rohan and I brain-
stormed, and we struck this
chord. 

To have the face of the show,
also be the voice of this video
.” The megastar’s deep bari-
tone complements his musical
delivery through the promo, in
which the expression naye
armaan, nayi muskaan, naye
aasmaan liye sets the stage for
Kaun Banega Crorepati Season
15, jald hi ek naye roop mein.

Amitabh's lyrical narration in the KBC15
promo takes the nation by storm!

Janhvi Kapoor
deeply moved by 
visit to Auschwitz

during ‘Bawaal’ shoot
J anhvi Kapoor, the talented Bollywood actress, re-

vealed that her visit to the Auschwitz concentra-
tion camp during the shooting of the upcoming film
'Bawaal' had a profound and lasting impact on her.
Directed by renowned filmmaker Nitesh Tiwari,
'Bawaal' features glimpses of World War II and the
haunting history of the concentration camp. While
discussing her favorite shooting location, Kapoor ex-
pressed her love for Amsterdam but emphasized the
significance of their visit to Auschwitz in Poland. She
described it as a deeply moving experience that
heightened their awareness of the weighty subject
matter they were addressing in the film. Kapoor
shared that the visit left an indelible impression on
her as well as her co-star, Varun Dhawan.

'Bawaal', a collaboration between Sajid
Nadiadwala's Nadiadwala Grandson Entertainment,
Ashwiny Iyer Tiwari, and Nitesh Tiwari's Earthsky
Pictures, showcases various picturesque locations.
However, it is the inclusion of Auschwitz that adds a
poignant layer to the film, shining a light on the atroc-
ities committed during World War II and the
Holocaust.

The eagerly anticipated film will have its global
premiere on Prime Video on July 21, captivating audi-
ences with its powerful storytelling and thought-pro-
voking themes. As 'Bawaal' brings history to life on
the screen, Kapoor's emotional journey at Auschwitz
serves as a reminder of the importance of exploring
and acknowledging the past.

FF ormer 'Bigg Boss 13' contest-
ant Arti Singh recently shared

her perspective on the challenges
faced by participants in the
renowned reality show and the
demanding nature of its format.
Singh, who experienced the inten-
sity of the show firsthand, empha-
sized that the 'Bigg Boss' house is
not an easy place to be in. Singh's
comments came in response to a
recent episode of 'Bigg Boss OTT
2', where television personality
Cyrus Broacha expressed his
struggle with the pressures of
being inside the house. Broacha
appealed to both Bigg Boss and
host Salman Khan, seeking per-
mission to exit the ongoing reality
show. However, he was informed
by Salman and Bigg Boss that

such an option was only available
when the audience voted him out.
Reflecting on Broacha's situation,
Singh stated that the 'Bigg Boss'
house can be draining, particularly
for individuals unaccustomed to
political dynamics or lacking in
patience. She acknowledged that
contestants may feel trapped and
desirous of leaving. However, she
emphasized the importance of
resilience, saying, "Their strength
lies in not giving up. They don't
have to prove anything to anyone;
it's their own journey. Even I have
experienced panic attacks, but
one has to be stronger than any
given situation. I'm sure he will

fight it." 'Bigg Boss OTT 2' is cur-
rently streaming on JioCinema,
captivating viewers with its high
drama and unpredictable twists.
The show's demanding environ-
ment pushes contestants to their
limits, testing their emotional and
strategic capabilities. As 'Bigg
Boss' continues to captivate audi-
ences with its unique blend of
entertainment and intense chal-
lenges, the insights shared by for-
mer contestants like Arti Singh
shed light on the behind-the-
scenes struggles faced by partici-
pants. With each season, the show
remains a compelling platform
that pushes contestants to discov-
er their inner strength while navi-
gating the intricate politics of the
'Bigg Boss' house.

Arti Singh
opens up about the
demanding nature 
of ‘Bigg Boss’ House

G one are the days
when movies show-

cased female actors as
mere damsels in distress
waiting for their knights
in shining armours.
Over the years, Indian
Cinema has witnessed
several Sheroes fighting
their own battles in true
badass styles! 

From firing guns to
packing a punch, our
leading ladies can do it
all. Denoting the para-
digm shift in the narra-
tives of female represen-
tation, actors are taking
up strong characters
that mirror the empow-
ered women of the soci-
ety. Here’s a look at
some of the most im-
pressive performances
by female actors that
broke the mould to re-
veal their unapologetic
strong sides:

Alia Bhatt:
Shedding the glam

image, Alia Bhatt deliv-
ered one of her finest
performances as the
rural, migrant girl in
Udta Punjab. Rising
above the atrocities of
situations, Alia’s char-
acter exhibits the true
strength of women by
fighting her battles
fiercely in the transition
from a daily wage work-
er to a drug peddler and
beyond.

Anushka Sharma:
Having played the

quintessential bubbly
girl in her previous
films, Anushka Sharma
broke the mould with a
bang in her maiden pro-
duction NH10.
Challenging the gender
stereotypes, Anushka
Sharma’s raw and
power-packed action se-
quences set with the
backdrop of the fight
against social evils con-
nected with the audi-
ence earning her prais-
es and love for her per-
formance.

Rani Mukherjee: 
Rani Mukherjee’s

Shivani Shivaji Roy in
Mardaani broke the
clutter of the male-dom-
inated cop spectrum.
Her fearless and savage
attitude impressed
everyone rooting for her
victory over the racket
of flesh trade.
Channelling the angry
young woman persona,

Rani Mukherjee’s
Mardaani was a strong
message for women to
be their own Sheroes.

Deepika Padukone:
Ram-Leela presented

Deepika Padukone in an
all-new avatar. Being un-
apologetic in her de-
meanour, Leela was a
total street-smart girl
who fought her battles
with head held high.
Channeling the go-get-
ter attitude mixed with
passion, Padukone did
everything her charac-
ter demanded with ut-
most swag, resonating
the modern, independ-
ent women of contempo-
rary society.

Radhika Madan: 
Picking unconven-

tional roles since the be-
ginning of her career,
Radhika Madan has por-
trayed some of the most
unabashed female char-
acters in the recent
times. Especially with
Saas Bahu Aur
Flamingo, Radhika as
Shanta presented an
easy charm and natural
swag along with fierce
passion and hard-core
action. Living life
queen-size, Radhika
challenged the norms of
the gender stereotypes
to play a truly refresh-
ing badass character.

From Alia Bhatt to Radhika Madan, leading
actresses give impressive performances

A househelp's child
is not confined to

opt for the same profes-
sion as their parents, or
an artists child limited
to being an artist?
Then, why should a sex
worker's daughter be
destined to follow her
mother's path? Can a
mother's profession be-
come an obstacle to her
daughter's promising
future? Questioning
these strong stigmas,
COLORS brings a social
drama, 'Neerja... Ek
Nayi Pehchaan,' that
delves deep into the
lives of a mother-
daugther duo, Protima
and Neerja. These two
indomitable spirits are
determined to rise
above societal preju-
dices, forge a new iden-
tity as they navigate the
challenges of life in
Asia’s biggest red-light
area – Sonagachi. The
show sheds light on the
lengths a mother who is
in the business of flesh
trading will go to give
her daughter a bright
future and safeguard
her from the maharani
of Sonagachi, Didun.
Produced by Sunshine
Productions, ‘Neerja…
Ek Nayi Pehchaan’ pre-
miered on 10th July

2023 and air every
Monday to Sunday at
8:30 pm only on COL-
ORS. ‘Neerja… Ek Nayi
Pehchaan’ captures the
journey of Protima

(played by Sneha
Wagh), who lives in
Sonagachi with her
daughter Neerja
(Aastha Sharma) and
resolves to safeguard
her daughter from its
evils, but fate has a dif-
ferent plan. The maha-
rani of Sonagachi,
Didun (played by
Kamya Punjabi) has
her prying eyes on
Neerja as the word of
her beauty spreads.
Living away from it, the
scion of the wealthy
Bagchi family, Abeer
(played by Rajveer
Singh) is nursing a
wound of his past.
Serendipitously, Neerja
and Abeer meet and are
instantly drawn to each
other, but the societal
shame of reaching out
to the dwellers of a red-
light area is a huge hur-
dle in their relation-
ship. Will Neerja be
able to secure a life of
dignity for herself and
Protima? Will Abeer
and Neerja’s love be po-
tent enough to defy
norms?

‘Neerja… Ek Nayi
Pehchaan’ premiered
on the 10th July and
air every Monday to
Sunday at 8:30 pm
only on COLORS.

COLORSpresents 
‘Neerja... Ek Nayi Pehchaan’

I ndia is a land of rich
mythology woven into

its cultural fabric. The an-
cient stories passed down
through generations
serve as timeless guides
for life's journey.
Depicting the most pow-
erful love saga that tran-
scends all emotions, COL-
ORS’ new magnum opus
‘Shiv Shakti – Tap Tyag
Tandav’ revolves around
two of the revered deities
– Shiv and Shakti. It por-
trays their journey of
duty, sacrifice, and sepa-
ration that leads to tap,
tyag, and tandav. Having
curated a show in the
mythological genre on an
extravagant canvas earli-
er, COLORS and King of
Mythology Siddharth
Kumar Tewary have
teamed up yet again for a
visually stunning saga.
Starring Ram
Yashvardhan and Subha
Rajput in the roles of
Shiv and Shakti respec-
tively, the upcoming show
captures the journey of
two divine entities, who
share an inseparable
bond spanning across
eras. Enriched with the
finest VFX and soulful
music, ‘Shiv Shakti – Tap
Tyag Tandav’ created and
produced by Siddharth
Kumar Tewary’s Swastik
Productions, premieres

on the 19th of June and
will air every Monday to
Friday at 8 PM only on
COLORS.

Talking about the show,
Shital Iyer, COLORS,
Viacom18, says, “The
mythology genre has in-
variably garnered
tremendous popularity
and has laid the founda-
tion for television’s
realm. Over the years, we
have witnessed how this
genre has been a constant
favourite among viewers
across all demographics.
Shows rooted in mytholo-
gy foster a sense of cohe-
sive viewing experience,

and we are thrilled to
bring back this genre on
COLORS, presenting our
rendition of the uni-
verse's first love story -
Shiv Shakti. Partnering
with Siddharth Kumar
Tewary yet again is won-
derful as we reinforce our
imaginative forces togeth-
er to give the audience a
magnum opus. With the
introduction of this show
to our diverse content
slate, we aim to fortify our
weekday primetime and
we are confident that it
will make a significant
impact in the 8:00 pm
slot.”

'Shiv Shakti’ encapsu-
lates the intense journey
of Lord Shiva and
Goddess Shakti’s love,
duty and sacrifice. Their
efforts and celebration of
transforming one another
is an inspiration to every
love story in the world.
While Shiv signifies the
natural state of con-
sciousness, Shakti marks
the birth of nature. He is
the destroyer, and she is
the nurturer. These two
supreme energies com-
plete each other. For the
first time, Shiv Shakti’s
love story   will be narrat-
ed from their point of
view in the upcoming
saga.

Celebrated set designer
Omung Kumar B. has cre-
ated five ethereal-looking
sets (Kailash, Forest,
Indra Lok, Asur Lok &
Daksh Darbar) that enliv-
en the divine realm of the
show and reflect its
grandeur. With numerous
magnificent aspects
woven into its design, the
sets showcase a never-be-
fore-seen opulence on tel-
evision.

‘Shiv Shakti – Tap
Tyag Tandav’ will pre-
miere on the 19th of
June and air every
Monday to Friday at
8PM only on Colors.

COLORS presents the first love story of the
Universe ‘Shiv Shakti–Tap Tyag Tandav’
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Limerick (Ireland), Jul
10 (PTI): Parth Salunkhe
became the first Indian
male archer to win a gold
in the recurve category of
the Youth World
Championships as the
country’s contingent fin-
ished with its highest-ever
tally of 11 medals.

The 19-year-old from
Satara in Maharashtra
provided the perfect icing
on the cake by defeating a
Korean in the Under-21
men’s recurve individual
final here on Sunday.

Salunkhe, who topped
the rankings round,
bounced back from behind
to down seventh seed Song
Injun 7-3 (26-26, 25-28, 28-26,
29-26, 28-26) in a hard-
fought five-setter.

“I try to live in the pres-
ent and don’t see whom
I’m up against. By doing
yoga and meditation, it
has helped me keep calm,
which helped immensely
in the final,” Salunkhe
told PTI from Dublin.

India also clinched a
bronze medal in the
Under-21 women’s recurve
individual section when
Bhaja Kaur defeated Su

Hsin-Yu of Chinese Taipei
7-1 (28-25, 27-27, 29-25, 30-
26). India finished with six
gold, one silver and four
bronze medals, which was
the highest in the stand-
ings in terms of total num-
ber of medals.

But in overall rankings,
they finished second be-
hind Korea who ended
with six gold and four sil-
ver medals. Salunkhe
trailed 1-3 after Injun hit
two perfect 10s and three
9s from the first six ar-

rows. Just when it seemed
a familiar Korean domi-
nance over India, the for-
mer senior national cham-
pion Salunkhe fought back
clinching the third set by
two points, drilling one
arrow closer to the centre
(X) to make it three-all.

Pressure was writ large
on Injun as Salunkhe went
on to hit two 10s and one 9
to snatch a 5-3 lead before
finishing off in style with
two Xs. Son of a secondary
school English teacher,

Salunkhe, whose talent
was first tapped by coach
Pravin Sawant in 2018-19,
became the first male
archer to become a youth
world champion.

After Sawant discovered
his talent, Salunkhe
trained under Ram
Awdhesh at the SAI centre
in Sonipat.

“He has been like God to
us, he made some techni-
cal changes and as a result
Parth has improved vastly
under him,” his father
Sushant Salunkhe said.

In women’s recurve sec-
tion, Deepika Kumari had
become cadet and youth
world champion in 2009
and 2011, a feat that was
emulated by her
Jharkhand statemate
Komalika Bari in 2019 and
2021.

Overall, Salunkhe is the
sixth Indian archer to be-
come world champion in
the youth showpiece.

Compound archers
Palton Hansda (2006) and
the duo of Aditi Swami
and Priyansh who won
here are the other youth
world champions from
India.

Archery: Parth Salunkhe becomes first Indian to win
Youth World Championship in men’s recurve category

Parth Salunkhe (middle) poses with his gold medal
after becoming Under-21 recurve archery world cham-
pion at the Youth World Championships in Limerick.

Leeds, Jul 10 (PTI):

England will “play
cricket that gets a result,
our way”, said their inspi-
rational captain Ben
Stokes, strengthening the
team’s commitment to
stick to the hotly-debated
‘Bazball’ approach.

England beat Australia
by three wickets to win the
third Test at Headingley
on Sunday and cut the
deficit to 1-2 in the five-
match Ashes series, hav-
ing lost the first two
games.

“We’ve kept the series
alive and we just have to
park everything from this
week, but continue the
way we play,” Stokes said.

“I said last week we find
ourselves in the perfect po-
sition with the way we
play cricket.

“It doesn’t change. After
the Lord’s game and be-
fore this game, before the
game in Manchester, we
just have to do exactly the
same thing: play cricket
that gets a result, our way.”

Stokes was happy with
England’s approach here,
but insisted his teams
needs to improve.

“I still think we can be

better. The thing about
cricket is no-one has the
perfect answer to every-
thing. Everything will be
assessed on the outcome.
That will always be the
case. No-one ever has the
perfect answer for how it
should be played.

“We can be better in cer-
tain areas, and that’s all
we can do, keep trying to
be better and better and as
clear as we possibly can as
a team. People always
seem to have an answer
after the fact. I don’t think
anyone will ever crack it;
that’s why it’s such a great
game.” The famous rivalry
will resume with the
fourth Test at Old Trafford
on July 19. After suffering

heartbreaks at Edgbaston
and Lord’s, Stokes said his
team was “over the moon”
following the win in anoth-
er “down-to-the wire
game”. “If you look at the
first two games in terms of
how tight they were, get-
ting over the line in anoth-
er tight game can mentally
help... knowing that it’s an-
other close game but we’ve
got over the line in this
one. “The first two didn’t
go our way. If you flip it
round and we didn’t win
this one and it’s tight
again, you would think it’s
just not meant to be.
“We’re obviously over the
moon that we won this one
but it’s just the start of
what we know we need to

do.” The English captain
also heaped praise on the
fast-bowling duo of Chris
Woakes and Mark Wood as
well as seasoned spinner
Moeen Ali, who were
brought into the side for
the third Test.

“We brought Woody and
Woakes back in and it’s
great when decisions like
that impact the game.
That’s what we look at,
what impact can players
have and how can we use
them. All three of those
guys did that this week.”

Woakes, who hadn’t
played a Test since March
2022, grabbed six wickets
in the third Test before
making a contribution
with the bat in a tense run-
chase in the fourth in-
nings, finishing unbeaten
on 32.

“I didn’t even look at the
fact that it’s been so long
since he (Chris Woakes)
had played red-ball,”
Stokes said. “He’s a quali-
ty performer. He’s Mr
Consistent. Having some-
one who can bat like that
at No. 8 is a massive help,
and when the ball’s doing
a bit in the air or off the
pitch he’s massively in the
game.”

‘We will continue the way we play’

New Delhi, Jul 10 (PTI):

Describing the Canada
Open victory as one the
“greatest comebacks” in
his nascent career, star
Indian shuttler Lakshya
Sen on Monday said the
win against the reigning
All England Champion
gives him confidence and
belief in the Olympic
qualification year.

Sen saved four game
points in the second game
of the final to outwit
China’s Li Shi Feng of
China 21-18 22-20, snap-
ping a 17-month wait for a
BWF world tour title.

“Coming into the
Olympic qualification
year, it was tough as
things didn’t go my way,”
Sen, the reigning
Commonwealth Games

champion, told PTI. “So
this will be one of the
good tournaments for me
and playing the finals like
that is for me one of the
greatest comebacks.”

Following the high of
2022, Sen endured a low
this season after being
bothered by the effects of
nose surgery that he un-
derwent to treat a deviated
septum following the
World Championships last
August.

His recovery process ex-
tended from three months
to over eight months and
his struggles were reflect-
ed in his performance. He
made first-round exits
from the last four events of
2022 and found the going
tough in the early part of
2023.

His ranking also
plunged to world number
25 from six.

Sen hails Canada open win 
as one of ‘greatest comebacks’

New Delhi, Jul 10 (PTI):

Rohit Sharma needs all
the support from the
Indian cricket establish-
ment in the coming times
as people are going “over-
board” with their criti-
cism of his captaincy, feels
spin great Harbhajan
Singh.

In recent weeks, the
Indian captain has re-
ceived a lot of flak from
fans and former crick-
eters, including the leg-
endary Sunil Gavaskar,
who felt that his leader-
ship in the World Test
Championship (WTC)
final against Australia
was not up to the mark.

However, Harbhajan,
who has seen a lot of Rohit
in the Indian as well as the
Mumbai Indians dressing
room, reminded everyone
about the kind of respect

he commands from his
peers.

“I find that people are
going a bit overboard... the
way Rohit has been criti-
cised. Cricket is a team
sport and one individual
cannot take you from one
place to other,” Harbhajan
told PTI in an interview
ahead of India’s next Test
assignment against the
West Indies.

“Team India didn’t do
well in WTC final, and yes,

you talk about that per-
formance and move on
from there. But it is unfair
to criticise Rohit alone,
that he is not scoring runs,
putting on weight, not cap-
taining well. I think he is a
brilliant leader,” the veter-
an of 103 Tests said.

For Harbhajan, the need
of the hour is to show faith
in Rohit’s leadership abili-
ty.

“I have played with him
(Rohit) and watched him
closely. He commands a lot
of respect not only in MI
dressing room but also in
the Indian dressing room.
So I think it’s unfair to
judge him on basis of re-
cent results.

“He will come good and
we need to show faith in
him and we need to sup-
port him rather than pin-
pointing that you are not
doing this or that.”

People are going overboard while 
criticising Rohit’s captaincy: Harbhajan 

Karachi, Jul 10 (PTI):

Pakistan is set to host
an international hockey
event after nearly 19 years
with the International
Hockey Federation (FIH)
allocating the Olympic
qualifying rounds to the
country for early next
year.

Pakistan, which last
hosted an FIH event back
in 2004, will host eight
teams in Lahore from
January 13 to 24 next year.

“Pakistani hockey fans
have been deprived of see-
ing international hockey
stars at home for 20 years
now and the FIH Olympic
qualifiers will no doubt
boost the sport in
Pakistan again,” said
Haider Hussain, the
Secretary-General of the
FIH. He said the Pakistan
Hockey Federation had

succeeded in convincing
the FIH to allocate the
event to Pakistan after
much lobbying in the apex
body.

“We are happy many
countries supported our
stance that if internation-
al hockey returns to
Pakistan it will help boost
the game again in the
country.”

Unfortunately, Pakistan
has failed to qualify for
the last two Olympic
Games in 2016 and 2021
but Hussain said he was
hopeful that fans would
turn out in big numbers to
watch the matches in
Lahore.

According to the given
format, the top five Asian
teams, seven from Europe,
two from Pan America,
and one each from Africa
and Oceania can compete
in the qualifying rounds.

Pak to host FIH
Olympic qualifiers

Zagreb (Croatia), Jul 10 (PTI):

Young Indian
Grandmaster D Gukesh
finished fifth while his il-
lustrious compatriot
Viswanathan Anand could
only manage a tied sev-
enth place in the third leg
of the 2023 SuperUnited
Rapid and Blitz chess tour-
nament.

Gukesh, who had a mod-
erate performance on day
1 of the Blitz segment,
bounced back well on the
second day to pick up 6.5
points which included
wins over Anand and top
players like Fabiano
Caruana (USA) and Jan-
Krzysztof Duda (Poland).

Gukesh, who beat
Anand for the first time
ever in tournament play in

the Rapid segment, got the
better of the five-time
world champion in 34
moves in the blitz on
Sunday.

The 17-year old Indian
star began the second day
of the Blitz section with a
win over Richard Rapport
(Romania) and then
stunned the highly-rated
Caruana. After going

down to world No.1
Magnus Carlsen
(Norway), Gukesh turned
the tables on Anand.

A defeat to Alireza
Firouzja was followed by
three straight wins - over
Constantin Lupulescu
(Romania), Duda and Ivan
Saric (Croatia).

He ended the tourna-
ment with a draw against
Ian Nepomniachtchi and a
score of 19.5 points (Rapid
+ blitz).

Anand, who had started
the tourney in style in the
Rapid segment, had to en-
dure a poor run, scoring
only three points on day
one of the Blitz and then
logged 3.5 points on the
second day. The veteran
Indian ended with 16.5
points.

Grand Chess Tour: Gukesh finishes 5th,
Anand settles for tied 7th in Blitz event

Cincinnati, Jul 10 (AP):

Matt Turner stopped
two penalty kicks, and the
United States beat Canada
3-2 in a shootout after a 2-2
draw for a berth in a CON-
CACAF Gold Cup semifi-
nal against Panama.In a
game that was scoreless
until the 88th minute, the
U.S.

tied the score when
Canada’s Scott Kennedy
had an own goal in the
115th minute, six minutes
after Jacob Shaffelburg
put Canada ahead.
Brandon V zquez gave the
U.S. a 1-0 lead but Steven
Vit ria made it 1-1 in the
third minute of stoppage
time with a penalty kick

after a hand ball on Miles
Robinson. Turner stopped
Vit ria’s opening penalty
kick with his right hand, V

zquez skied his attempt
over the crossbar and
Turner dived left to bat
away Liam Fraser’s at-

tempt. Cade Cowell,
Gianluca Busio and Jes s
Ferreira all converted for
the U.S. while Kamal
Miller and Jacen Russell-
Rowe made shots for
Canada. Charles-Andreas
Brym put Canada’s final
attempt off the crossbar.
The winner of the U.S.-
Panama game on
Wednesday at San Diego
advances to the champi-
onship match on July 16
against Mexico or Jamaica
at Inglewood, California.
The U.S. has reached 12
straight Gold Cup semifi-
nals since the Americans
were eliminated in a 2000
quarterfinals with a penal-
ty-kicks loss to Colombia,
an invited guest.

US beats Canada 3-2 in shootout 
after 2-2 tie to reach Gold Cup semifinal

Canada forward Charles-Andreas Brym (19) hits a
header as United States midfielder Gianluca Busio (6)
defends in extra time during a CONCACAF Gold Cup
semi-final soccer match.

Shivam Dube picked 
in West Zone squad for

Deodhar Trophy
MMuummbbaaii,,  JJuull  1100  ((PPTTII)):: India and
Mumbai all-rounder Shivam
Dube was on Monday included
in the 15-member West Zone
squad while fast bowler Tushar
Deshpande was among the
standby players for the
Deodhar Trophy beginning July
24. The Deodhar Trophy was
last organised in the 2019-20
season and was not held in the
subsequent seasons owing to
the COVID-19 pandemic.

The upcoming edition of the
inter-zonal 50-over Deodhar
Trophy will be held this year
entirely in Puducherry from
July 24 to August 3.

The left-handed batter Dube
had a terrific season with the
bat for the Indian Premier
League winners Chennai Super
Kings, scoring 418 runs in 16
matches with a strike rate of
158.33.
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New Delhi, Jul 10 (PTI): 

The Yamuna crossed the
danger mark of 205.33 me-
tres in Delhi on Monday as
torrential rains pum-
melled the upper catch-
ment areas of the river for
the third day on the trot.

The river breached the
danger mark earlier than
expected. It was predicted
that it would cross the dan-
ger mark by Tuesday after-
noon.

According to the Central
Water Commission’s
(CWC) flood-monitoring
portal, the water level at
the Old Railway Bridge
had risen to 205.4 metres
by 5 pm as Haryana re-
leased more water into the
river from the Hathnikund
barrage in Yamunanagar.

The water level is antici-
pated to rise to 206.65 me-

tres on Tuesday before it
starts receding.

Addressing a press con-
ference, Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal said a
flood-like situation is un-
likely in Delhi, but the gov-
ernment is prepared to

tackle any eventuality.
He said the evacuation

of people from low-lying
areas will start once the
river breaches the 206-
metre mark.

The irrigation and flood
control department said

the flow rate at the
Hathnikund barrage grad-
ually increased to 3,05,768
cusecs at 5 am on Monday.
It dropped to 1,90,837
cusecs at 1 pm.

Normally, the flow rate
at the barrage is 352
cusecs, but heavy rainfall
in the catchment areas in-
creases the discharge. One
cusec is equivalent to 28.32
litres per second.

The water from the bar-
rage takes around two to
three days to reach Delhi.

The Delhi government
issued a flood warning on
Sunday and is creating
awareness among people
living close to the river
banks.

Authorities have been
instructed to stay vigilant
and take necessary action
in vulnerable areas. Quick
response teams and boats

have also been deployed.
The Delhi government

has set up 16 control
rooms, including a central
control room, to monitor
the flood-prone areas and
the water level of the
Yamuna.

Northwest India has
seen incessant rainfall
over the last three days,
with many areas in
Jammu and Kashmir,
Uttarakhand, Himachal
Pradesh, Haryana, Uttar
Pradesh and Rajasthan
recording “heavy to ex-
tremely heavy” precipita-
tion. This has resulted in
overflowing rivers, creeks
and drains that have mas-
sively damaged infrastruc-
ture and disrupted essen-
tial services in Jammu
and Kashmir, Himachal
Pradesh, Uttarakhand and
Punjab.

Yamuna breaches danger mark in Delhi

The Yamuna River swells up as its water level reaches near
danger mark, at the Old Yamuna Bridge (Loha Pul), in New
Delhi, Monday.

JALABHISHEK PREPARATION

Devotees fetch holy water from the Ganga river at Kedar Ghat to perform Jalabhishek
on the occasion of the first Somwar (Monday) of the holy month of ‘Shravan’, in
Varanasi, Monday.

New Delhi, Jul 10 (PTI): 

“As Bees in Honey
Drown”, a satirical come-
dy based on American
playwright Douglas
Carter Beane’s award-
winning play, will be
staged here at Kamani
Auditorium on July 22-23
as part of the 6th edition
of Aadyam Theatre.

Adapted by Akarsh
Khurana and directed by
Anahita Uberoi, the play

promises to tickle the
funny bone while explor-
ing themes of “deceit, be-
trayal, artistic ambition
and the power of illu-
sion”.

The play follows the
story of an “almost fa-
mous” writer, Dhruv, and
popular socialist Alexa.

Claiming to be a music
record producer, Alexa
wants Dhruv to write the
screenplay of her life
story.

“The phrase ‘As Bees in
Honey Drown’ is an ex-
pression used to describe
a state of complete ab-
sorption or surrender to
something pleasurable,
much like how bees can
become so absorbed in
honey that they drown in
it. Fame, like honey, can
give one a rush of sweet
pleasure, while it can
also drown one with its
stickiness.

“This contemporary
satire portrays an un-
quenchable thirst for
fame and startling revela-
tions as the play pro-
gresses, making it re-
markably relevant to
today’s trends,” the or-
ganisers said in a state-
ment.

The play features the-
atre veterans Aditya
Rawal, Ashwin
Mushran, Chakori
Dwivedi, Meher Acharia
Dar, Shikha Talsania and
Tavish Bhattacharya.

It will be staged on July
22 at 7.30pm and on July
23 at 4pm and 7.30pm.

‘As Bees In Honey Drown’: Satire on 
contemporary culture to be staged on July 22

Bengaluru, July 10 (PTI): 

Former Congress
President Sonia Gandhi is
expected to attend the next
meeting of opposition par-
ties in Bengaluru on July
17 and 18, Karnataka
Deputy Chief Minister D K
Shivakumar said on
Monday.

He said the Congress
party will hold a silent
protest at Freedom Park
here on July 12 as a mark
of protest against the dis-
qualification of its leader
Rahul Gandhi from the
Lok Sabha.

“A meeting of leaders of
all opposition parties (in
the country) will be held
on July 17 and 18, as al-
ready announced. All the
leaders are going to come.
(M) Mallikarjun Kharge
(AICC President) has re-
quested Sonia Gandhi to
participate in this meet-
ing. We have got a message
that she will be participat-
ing in this meeting,”
Shivakumar said.

Speaking to reporters

here, he said, “We will wel-
come all leaders who want
to join this great move-
ment for change in this
country.” The first such
meeting of opposition par-
ties, keeping in mind the
2024 Lok Sabha polls, was
held in Bihar’s Patna on
June 23. Earlier,
Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP) chief Sharad
Pawar had said the next
opposition meet will be
held in Bengaluru on July
13-14. As those dates were
said to be clashing with
Assembly sessions in a few
states, it was rescheduled

to July 17 and 18.
Shivakumar, who is also

Karnataka Congress
President, said the party
under the leadership of
Kharge has decided to hold
silent protests on July 12 at
all the state headquarters
against the disqualifica-
tion of Rahul Gandhi from
the Lok Sabha.

“I don’t want to speak
about the Court verdict,
but the political conspira-
cy that is going on against
Rahul Gandhi to finish
him off politically, we con-
demn it,” he said.

The protest will be held
from 10 am to 4 pm at
Freedom Park in
Bengaluru by “covering
our mouth with black
cloths”, Shivakumar said.

All office-bearers, public
representatives and a large
number of workers of the
party, including Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah,
will be participating in the
protest against the “con-
spiracy of the BJP govern-
ment at the Centre”,
Shivakumar said.

‘Sonia to attend meeting of Oppn
parties in Bengaluru’

New Delhi, Jul 10 (PTI): 

The CBI has arrested
Jag Mohan Garg, chair-
man and managing direc-
tor of Tirupati
Infraprojects Private
Limited, in a bank fraud
case involving an amount
of Rs 289.15 crore, officials
said on Monday.

Garg was produced be-
fore a special CBI court
that sent him to the
agency’s custody till July
13, they said.

The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) regis-
tered an FIR against the
company on May 25, 2022
for allegedly causing a loss
to the tune of Rs 289.15
crore to a consortium of
banks comprising the
Bank of India, the Union
Bank of India, the Canara
Bank, the Bank of Baroda
and the UCO Bank by ille-
gally diverting loan funds,
the officials said.

The consortium led by
the Bank of India had

granted a term loan of Rs
300 crore to the company
between 2009 and 2014 for
the construction of a hotel
at Paschim Vihar, New
Delhi, along with commer-
cial spaces.

“It was further alleged
that the accused had sold
several commercial/re-
tail/office spaces of the
said hotel-cum-commer-
cial building to various
parties without intimating
the lender banks and
funds obtained from these
buyers were diverted/si-
phoned off,” a CBI
spokesperson said in a
statement.

After the registration of
the FIR, the federal agency
conducted searches at the
premises of the accused
on May 27 last year, lead-
ing to the recovery of sev-
eral incriminating docu-
ments.

“During the investiga-
tion, the CBI had exam-
ined several witnesses, of-
ficials of the said borrow-
er company, bank officials
etc.,” the spokesperson
said.

CBI arrests chairman of
Tirupati Infraprojects Pvt Ltd

KANWAR YATRA

Lord Shiva devotees or Kanwariyas gather to collect holy water from the Ganga river for ‘Kanwar Yatra’ pilgrimage
during the holy month of ‘Shravan’, at Har Ki Pauri Ghat in Haridwar, Monday.

Mumbai, Jul 10: 

Maharashtra Governor
Ramesh Bais released the
books ‘Coins of Mumbai
Mint: 1947 - 2023’ and
‘Coins of NOIDA Mint :
1988 - 2023’ at Raj Bhavan,
Mumbai on Mon (10
July). The books have
been authored by
Numismatist and Coin
Collector Dr Dilip Rajgor.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Governor said
coins of various rulers
reflect the events and his-
tory of the era in which
they were minted. He ex-
pressed the need to docu-
ment all the old coins ur-

gently, especially since
the world is moving to-
wards a cashless econo-

my. Sexologist and Coin
Collector Dr Prakash
Kothari, Ashok Singh

Thakur and family mem-
bers of Dr. Rajgor were
present.

Bais releases books on Coins of Mumbai & NOIDA Mints

New Delhi, Jul 10 (PTI): 

IIT Madras’ Zanzibar
campus, which is the first
offshore campus of the
Indian Institute of
Technology, has also be-
come the first-ever IIT to
have a woman director.

Preeti Aghalayam, an
IIT Madras alumni, has
been appointed as the di-
rector-in-charge of the
Zanzibar campus, where
the first academic session
is set to begin in October.

“Aghalayam is the first
woman to be an IIT direc-

tor. We will see many more
encouraging things. We
are following sustainable
development goals and one
of the important goals sug-
gests that we need to bring
in gender balance,” IIT
Madras director V
Kamakoti said at a press
conference. Indian
Institute of Technology
(IIT) Madras has become
the first IIT in the country
to launch an international
campus, which is coming
up in Tanzania’s Zanzibar.

An MoU was recently
signed between India and
Tanzania, the final proce-
dural step that paves the
way for this campus.

Applications for the first
academic session are al-
ready open with the insti-
tute offering two full-time
academic programmes.

“I am an alumnus of IIT
Madras and doing some-
thing of this magnitude
for the institute and for the
country is such a big hon-
our.

IIT Madras’ Zanzibar campus to
be first ever woman-led IIT

In bank-fraud case

D K Shivakumar

New Delhi, Jul 10 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Monday agreed to hear
on July 11 the Manipur
government’s plea
against the high court
order on limited restora-
tion of the internet in
the state.

A bench of Chief
Justice DY Chandrachud
and Justice PS
Narasimha agreed to
hear the plea on Tuesday
after Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta sought ur-
gent listing of the mat-
ter, saying the situation
in the state keeps chang-
ing very fast.

“This is concerning in-
ternet shutdown in
Manipur. The situation
in the state keeps chang-
ing very fast.

The appeal is against
the high court order
where it has directed
restoration of internet

service. Kindly hear it
today itself,” Mehta said.

The bench said since a
batch of pleas on
Manipur violence was
listed for hearing during
the day, it may consider
his request then.

During the hearing of
the clutch of petitions on
ethnic violence in the
state, the bench said
since it is posting them
for hearing on Tuesday,
it will also consider
the plea of the state
government on inter-
net shutdown along-
side.

On July 7, the
Manipur high court
had directed the state
government to carry
out physical trials to
check the feasibility of
providing internet
service while ensur-
ing security and prop-
erty of citizens.

The high court,
which has asked for a
detailed report from
the state government,

will hear the case on
July 25.

After hearing multi-
ple PILs, a division
bench of the high
court had said, “In the
case of Fibre To The
Home (FTTH) connec-
tions, internet service
can be provided by the
home department on a
case to case basis”
after ensuring compli-
ance of the safeguards

suggested by the com-
mittee.

SC to hear on July 11 Manipur govt’s plea against HC order
On restoration of internet

Preeti Aghalayam



Convicted
NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  A Delhi court
on Monday convicted four
Indian Mujahideen (IM)
operatives in a 2012 case
of hatching a criminal con-
spiracy to wage war
against the government by
carrying out terrorist
attacks across the coun-
try. Special Judge
Shailender Malik held the
accused - Danish Ansari,
Aftab Alam, Imran Khan,
and Obaid-Ur-Rehman
under various sections of
the IPC and the stringent
Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act. The court
passed the order noting
that the accused had
pleaded guilty on July 7.

Called off 
SShhiimmllaa:: The Shrikhand
Mahadev Yatra in
Himachal Pradesh’s Kullu
has been terminated after
the death of six pilgrims
during the trek this sea-
son, according to a state-
ment issued by the state
government on Monday.
The announcement comes
amid the widespread
havoc caused by inces-
sant rains in the state.
Earlier, the Kullu district
administration had post-
poned the pilgrimage 
till July 11.

Stab
GGuurruuggrraamm:: A man
allegedly stabbed his for-
mer fianc to death in
broad daylight here on
Monday, with the entire
incident caught on CCTV,
officials said, adding that
the accused has been
arrested. Family members
of the girl had broken off
the engagement between
the victim Neha (19) and
the accused Ram Kumar
(23) earlier, police said.
Both the accused and the
victim were from Uttar
Pradesh’s Badaun and
were staying in Molahera
village in rented places.

Seize 
HHyyddeerraabbaadd::  Hyderabad
Customs officials on
Monday said they have
seized smuggled gold
weighing 1.93 kg valued
at Rs 1.17 crore and over
62,000 smuggled
Cigarette sticks in differ-
ent cases at the interna-
tional airport here.
Based on passenger pro-
filing and surveillance,
the officers of
Hyderabad Customs
seized the smuggled
gold and the cigarettes
on July 9, a release 
from the Customs
department said.

AMARNATH PILGRIMS

Stranded pilgrims prepare food after the Amarnath Yatra was temporarily 
suspended due to bad weather, in Jammu, Monday.
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BRIEF

A model walks the ramp
during the annual fashion
show ‘Fashionnova 2023’

organised by the Institute of
Design and Technology, in

Surat, Monday.
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New Delhi, Jul 10: 

As torrential rains
wreaked havoc in north
India for another day,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday spoke
with senior ministers and
officials to take stock of
the situation while
Congress chief
Mallikarjun Kharge
sought relief from the PM
CARES Fund for the rain-
hit states.

Several rivers, includ-
ing the Yamuna in Delhi,
in north India are in spate.
In cities and towns across
the region, many roads
and residential areas were
submerged in knee-deep
water with the civic sys-
tem unable to hold on in
the face of record rains on
Sunday.

The prime minister
spoke with senior minis-
ters and officials and took
stock of the situation in
the wake of excessive
rainfall in parts of the
country, his office said.

Local administrations,
National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF)
and State Disaster
Response Force (SDRF)
teams are working to en-
sure the well-being of
those affected, the Prime
Minister’s Office said.

“PM @narendramodi
spoke to senior ministers
and officials, and took
stock of the situation in
the wake of excessive
rainfall in parts of India.
Local administrations,
NDRF and SDRF teams
are working to ensure the

well-being of those affect-
ed,” the Prime Minister’s
Office (PMO) said in a
tweet. Twenty people
stranded in Himachal
Pradesh’s tourist town of
Manali were rescued but
about 300 others were
stranded across various

parts of the hill state as
heavy rain wreaked havoc
for the third day on
Monday.

The state is bracing for
another day of downpours
with the meteorological
department issuing a
“red” alert for “extremely

heavy rain” on Monday, a
day after heavy rain
pounded the state, trigger-
ing landslides, damaging
houses and leaving sever-
al people dead.

Officials said rail opera-
tions on the Shimla-Kalka
route, a UNESCO world
heritage site, have been
suspended till Tuesday as
landslides blocked the
track at several places
while educational institu-
tions across the state were
ordered to remain shut on
Monday and Tuesday.

Rain fury in N India, HP bears the brunt 

Swollen Beas river during incessant monsoon rainfall, in Kullu district, Monday.

PM assures help
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has spoken with chief
ministers of Himachal
Pradesh and Uttarakhand
about the situation due to
excessive rains and assured
them of all help and support
from the central government,
official sources said Monday.
Modi also spoke with senior
ministers and officials and
took stock of the situation in
the wake of excessive rainfall
in parts of the country, his
office said. Local administra-
tions, National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF) and
State Disaster Response
Force (SDRF) teams are
working to ensure the well-
being of those affected, the
Prime Minister’s Office said.

‘HP not seen such ‘widespread heavy rains’ in 50 years’
Himachal Pradesh has not witnessed such “widespread heavy rains” in the past 50 years and the
state has suffered a loss of about Rs 3,000 crore in this monsoon season so far, Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu said on Monday. About 17 persons have died in rain-related incidents in
the state in the past two days, he said, adding that efforts are afoot to rescue 400 tourists and
locals stranded at Chandertal and between Pagal and Teilgi nallah in Lahaul and Spiti.

New Delhi, Jul 10 (PTI): 

Loaded with more fuel, a
slew of fail-safe measures
and a bigger landing site,
the Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) is set
to make yet another at-
tempt to land on the moon
with the launch of
Chandrayaan-3 on Friday.

Chandrayaan-3, set for
lift-off at 2:35 pm on
Friday, will be a follow-up
mission after the crash-
landing of Chandrayaan-2
in September 2019 due to a
software glitch.

ISRO Chairman S
Somanath on Monday
shared minute details
about what went wrong

with the Vikram lander of
Chandrayaan-2 as it went
hurtling down towards the
identified 500m x 500 m
landing spot on the lunar
surface with the engines
designed to reduce its ve-
locity developing higher
thrust than expected.

“The primary issues
were, one we had five en-
gines which were used to
give the reduction of the
velocity, which is called
the retardation. These en-
gines developed higher
thrust than what was ex-
pected,” he told reporters

here on the sidelines of
India Space Congress or-
ganised by SIA India.

Somanath said that
when such a higher thrust
was happening, the errors
on account of this differ-
ential were accumulated
over some period.

“All the errors got accu-
mulated, which was on the
higher side than what we
had expected. The craft
had to make very fast
turns. When it started to
turn very fast, its ability to
turn was limited by the
software, because we
never expected such high
rates to come. This was the
second issue,” the ISRO
chief said.

New Delhi, Jul 10 (PTI): 

There will be no
freeze on the Centre’s
executive order con-

trolling the bureaucrats
posted in Delhi, the
Supreme Court said today
in response to a petition
by Delhi’s Aam Aadmi
Party government, which
had challenged the consti-
tutional validity of the
Centre’s order. But the
court has issued a notice
to the Centre following the
Delhi government’s peti-
tion. “We will issue notice
to amend the petition to
implead the Lieutenant
Governor,” said Chief
Justice of India DY
Chandrachud. The next

hearing is on Monday,
when the court will also
hear the Delhi govern-
ment’s petition on the
Lieutenant Governor
sacking 400 specialists like
fellows, research officers.

A bench comprising
Chief Justice D Y
Chandrachud and
Justices P S Narasimha is-
sued notice to the govern-
ment and asked senior ad-
vocate Abhishek Singhvi,
appearing for the AAP
government, to amend its
plea and add the
Lieutenant Governor as
party in case. “We’ll issue

notice,” the bench said
while posting the matter
for hearing on July 17. In
its plea, the AAP govern-
ment has said it is an “un-
constitutional exercise of
executive fiat” that at-
tempts to “override” the
top court and the basic
structure of the
Constitution. Besides
quashing the ordinance,
the Delhi government has
also sought an interim
stay on it. The Centre had
on May 19 promulgated
the Government of
National Capital Territory
of Delhi (Amendment)
Ordinance, 2023, to create
an authority for transfer
and posting of Group-A of-
ficers in Delhi.

New Delhi, Jul 10 (PTI):
The Supreme Court on
Monday refused to inter-
fere with the CBI and
Enforcement Directorate
probe against TMC leader
Abhishek Banerjee in the
alleged West Bengal
teacher recruitment scam,
saying it cannot stultify
the investigation in the
case. A bench of Chief
Justice DY Chandrachud
and Justice PS Narasimha
allowed Banerjee to avail
available remedies under
the law but refused to in-
terfere with the May 18
order of the Calcutta High
Court. “We are not going to
interfere with the im-

pugned order as this would
stultify the investigation.
Petitioner can avail the
available remedies under
the law”, the bench said.
On May 26, the top court
had stayed the imposition
of Rs 25 lakh cost on
Banerjee by the high court
which had dismissed his
plea for recall of its previ-
ous order that CBI and ED
could interrogate him in
the West Bengal school
jobs scam cases. The top
court, had however not
stayed the part of the high
court order which had said
the central probe agencies
could quiz the Trinamool
Congress general secre-
tary in connection with
these cases.

Hampi (K’taka), Jul 10
(PTI): In a resounding tri-
umph of cultural creativi-
ty, women of the nomadic
Lambani community of
Hampi in Karnataka have
set a new Guinness World
Record for producing the
highest number of embroi-
dery patches.

At the G20 Culture
Working Group meeting
held here, around 450
Lambani artisans show-
cased their exceptional
skills and craftsmanship
by creating an astounding
collection of over 1,755
unique patches.

Lambani embroidery is
a vibrant and intricate
form of textile embellish-
ment characterised by
colourful threads, mirror
work, and a rich array of
stitch patterns. It is prac-
tised in several villages of
Karnataka such as Sandur,

Keri Tanda,
M a r i y a m m a n a h a l l i ,
Kadirampur, Sitaram
Tanda, Bijapur, and
Kamalapur. This initiative
is congruent with the third
priority of the CWG,
‘Promotion of Cultural
and Creative Industries
and Creative Economy’, as
it spotlights the rich artis-
tic tradition of Lambani
embroidery, thereby pro-
moting the creative econo-
my of Karnataka and
India. This remarkable
achievement has not only
brought immense pride to
the Lambani artisans, but
also given a sense of em-
powerment and recogni-
tion to the community, Lily
Pandeya, Joint Secretary,
Ministry of Culture said.

New Delhi, Jul 10: In a
major development, India
is planning to buy 26
Rafale fighter aircraft and
three Scorpene class con-
ventional submarines
from France.

The proposals have
been placed before the
Defence Ministry by the
defence forces and are
likely to be announced
during Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s visit to
France this week, govern-
ment sources told ANI.

As per the proposals,
the Indian Navy will get 22
single-seated Rafale
Marine aircraft along
with four trainer aircraft.
The Navy had been press-

ing for acquiring these
fighter aircraft and sub-
marines urgently as they
have been facing short-
ages in view of the securi-
ty challenges around the
country.

The aircraft carriers
INS Vikramaditya and
INS Vikrant have been op-
erating the MiG-29s and
need the Rafales for opera-
tions on both carriers.

Meanwhile, the three
Scorpene class sub-
marines would be ac-
quired under the repeat
clause by the Navy as part
of Project 75 where they
would be built in the
Mazagon Dockyards
Limited in Mumbai.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuull  1100  ((PPTTII)):: Retail
price of tomato has touched up
to Rs 200 per kilogramme in
some parts of the country
including Delhi as incessant
rains disrupted supplies,
traders said and added that the
rates of other vegetables have
also firmed up. Heavy rainfall
in producing areas has led to
waterlogging leading to the
damage of tomato crop and
other perishable vegetables
grown below the soil especially
onion, and ginger, they said.

As per the data maintained
by the Consumer Affairs
Ministry, the all-India average
retail price of tomato was rul-
ing at 104.38 per kg on

Monday, with maximum price
quoted was Rs 200 per kg in
Swai Madhopur and minimum
was Rs 31 per kg in Churu in
Rajasthan. Among metros,
retail price of tomato was
quoted highest at Rs 149 per kg
in Kolkata, followed by Rs 135
per kg in Mumbai, Rs 123 per
kg in Chennai and Rs 100 per
kg in Delhi, the data showed.

The retail price of tomato
and other vegetables varies
depending on the quality and
the location where they are
sold. “There has been further
disruption in the supply of
tomato in Delhi because of the
heavy rains in the last two
days. 
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Heavy rains  push up retail

tomato prices up to Rs 200/kg

Pune, July 10 (PTI): 

NCP MLA from Wai
constituency in
Maharashtra’s Satara dis-
trict, Makarand Patil, on
Monday, said he has joined
the camp led by senior
party leader and Deputy
Chief Minister Ajit Pawar.

Patil said he decided to
join the Ajit Pawar camp
to save two sugar factories
in his constituency which
are in financial crisis and
in the hope of bringing de-
velopment and resolving
tourism-related issues in
Wai.

Notably, Patil was pres-
ent during Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP)
founder Sharad Pawar’s
visit to Karad city, a day

after Ajit Pawar and eight
other MLAs joined the
Shiv Sena-BJP govern-
ment.

The MLA claimed his
name had figured in the
list of nine ministers of
NCP, including Ajit Pawar
who took oath last Sunday.

“But I told Ajit Pawar
that I would have to con-
sult my supporters and
people from the con-
stituency before taking
any decision,” he told PTI.

Several workers and
supporters of Patil from
Satara district met Ajit
Pawar in Mumbai on
Saturday.

In the video of the meet-
ing, an NCP functionary
from the Wai constituency
is seen demanding a

Cabinet berth for Patil.
The MLA said it was a

very difficult call to take
as both Sharad Pawar and
Ajit Pawar are dear to
him.

“It was a tough decision.
Recently, I took over two
sugar factories that were
in a financial crisis. Just
because of people’s insis-
tence, I contested the elec-
tions to these factories. I
could handle the last
year’s (sugarcane crush-
ing) season without any
problem,” he said.

Patil said they faced
various difficulties in the
last year when not in
power in managing the
factories.

“Against this backdrop,
we have decided (to join

the Ajit Pawar camp) to
save these sugar factories,
and to address the issues
related to development
and tourism in my con-
stituency,” he added.

Patil claimed he took
this decision on the insis-
tence of NCP workers who
flagged issues related to
the sugar mills and devel-
opment in Wai.

After joining the
Eknath Shinde-Devendra
Fadnavis government, the
Ajit Pawar camp has
staked the claim to the
NCP name and symbol.

Ajit Pawar loyalists, in-
cluding Praful Patel, are
insisting that they have
the support of “40 plus”
out of the 53 MLAs of
NCP.

Other veggies also get costlier

Lambani artisans set Guinness World Record 

Embroidery patches made
by around 450 artisans

from the nomadic
Lambanis community are

all set to enter for a
Guinness record, in Hampi.

 For making 
highest number of
embroidery patches

India to buy 26 Rafales, 3
Scorpene subs from France

Sharad Pawar faction MLA joins Ajit camp 

ISRO to make another attempt to land on moon
With more fuel, fail-safe measures, Chandrayaan-3 to leap towards moon on Friday

Mumbai-based private firm provides
key equipment for Chandrayaan-3

A Mumbai-based private aerospace company has supplied crit-
ical components to the Indian Space Research Organisation
(ISRO) for its upcoming Chandrayaan-3 mission.Liquid propul-
sion engines such as Vikas, CE20, and satellite thrusters for the
lunar mission have been manufactured by Godrej Aerospace in
its facility at Vikhroli in suburban Mumbai, a senior company
official said on Monday.



‘Swachhta Pakhwada-2023’ program
organised in Kendriya Vidyalaya Durg

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuull  1100::  "Swachhta
Pakhwada-2023" is being cele-
brated from July 1, 2023 to July
15, 2023 under the Swachh
Bharat Abhiyan by the National
Statistical Office (Field
Operations Division), Regional
Office, Raipur, Ministry of
Statistics and Program
Implementation, Government
of India.

Ministry of Jal Shakti,
Department of Drinking Water
and Sanitation, Government of
India is the nodal agency for
monitoring country level
Swachhta Pakhwada 2023. It is
noteworthy that the Swachh
Bharat Mission was launched in
India on October 02, 2014. This
mission was implemented as a
nationwide campaign and mass
movement. Under the mission,
all villages, gram panchayats,
districts, states and union terri-
tories in India declared them-
selves "Open Defecation Free"
(ODF) by October 2, 2019, the
150th birth anniversary of
Mahatma Gandhi.

On July 08, 2023, the
"Swachhta Pakhwada-2023"
program was organised in
Kendriya Vidyalaya, Durg,

which was inaugurated by
Ashutosh Awasthi, Deputy
Director of National Statistical
Office, Regional Office, Raipur.
Gloria Minj, Principal of
Kendriya Vidyalaya, Durg was
also present as a special guest
on this occasion. In the pro-
gram, a welcome song and
group dance was presented by
the students of Kendriya
Vidyalaya, Durg on the theme
of "Cleanliness and Healthiness
and Environmental Protection."

Guests were welcomed by
the Principal Gloria Minj,
Kendriya Vidyalaya, Durg. She
addressed the students on the
importance of tree plantation,
environmental protection and
cleanliness campaign to save
nature. She said that global
warming is increasing due to
the green house effect.

Addressing the program,
Ashutosh Awasthi, Deputy
Director, National Statistical
Office, Regional Office, Raipur;
highlighted the importance of
cleanliness in daily life, high-
lighted the importance of trees
in keeping the world beautiful
and also about the cleanliness
and tree plantation campaigns
being run by the Government of
India. He highlighted the impor-

tance and main points of
Cleanliness mission in our
country since independence
and also highlighted the all im-
portant points of present
"Swachch Bharat Mission"
launched by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on October 02,
2014. He also highlighted the
purpose of cleanliness aware-
ness launched by the
Government of India under
which different types of pro-
grams and campaigns are
being conducted in "Swachhta
Pakhwada-2023".  He explained
that various Ministries,
Departments and Institutions of
the Government of India are
participating in this campaign,

for which the Ministry of Jal
Shakti, Department of Drinking
Water and Sanitation,
Government of India is the
nodal agency for monitoring
country level Swachhta
Pakhwada 2023 under which
each ministry has been allotted
a certain time period (calendar)
for this campaign, under which
the period from July 01, 2023 to
July 15, 2023 has been fixed for
the National Statistics Office,
Ministry of Statistics and
Program Implementation.
Under the campaign,
"Swachhta Pakhwada-2023"
will be celebrated in all the of-
fices of the Ministry and the
National Statistical Office

across the country.
Under Swachchta

Pakhwada-2023 program; vari-
ous activities related to the en-
tire campaign were organized
to achieve universal sanitation
and also the students and offi-
cers were motivated to achieve
goals of cleanliness in our life
and also in neighbourhood of
our residence and office. Under
the above program organized in
the Kendriya Vidyalaya, Durg ,
twenty five (25) saplings were
planted in the school campus
and the campus was also
cleaned.

The program was coordi-
nated by SK Tirkey, Senior
Teacher, Kendriya Vidyalaya,
Durg. PL Sonwani, Assistant
Director, Regional Office,
Raipur and PR Sahu and Vijay
Kumar Rakhonde, Sreeni E,
Sushant Chhatriya, Oliver
Kujur, Senior Statistical
Officers, employees of Sub
Regional Office, Durg, teach-
ers and students of Kendriya
Vidyalaya, Durg participated
in the program. At the end of
the program, vote of thanks
was given by Yaseen Ali,
Incharge & Senior Statistical
Officer, National Statistical
Office, Durg.
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Bhilai, Jul 10: A
Delegation under Azadi
Ka Amrit Mahotsav visit-
ed SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant
on July 10, 2023. The dele-
gation was led by Subhash
Kumar, Deputy Secretary
(Ministry of Steel) and
Lakshmi Shrirangesh,
Under Secretary (Ministry
of Steel), as a part of the
10th Scrap Recycling
(Ferrous & Non-ferrous)
Waste Utilization Drive, an
awareness conference and
industrial visit being joint-
ly organised by the
Ministry of Steel,
Ministry of Mines,
Material Recycling
Association of India
(MRAI) and Jawaharlal
Nehru Aluminium
Research Development

and Design Centre
(JNARDDC).

The delegation was wel-
comed at Bhilai Steel Plant
at HRD Centre, Bhilai by
Nisha Soni, CGM
(HRD&BE), DL Moitra,
CGM (Env Mgmt), and
Amulya Priyadarshi, GM
(HRD). The delegation was
briefed about safety pre-
cautions to be taken dur-

ing the visit to the plant by
Shovan Ghosh, AGM
(SED) in presence of SK
Agarwal, GM I/c (SED).
The visitors used the
Personal Protective
Equipment (PPEs) during
the entire Plant Visit.

The delegation took
keen interest in operations
of various production
units of Bhilai Steel Plant

and witnessed Steel
Making at the Modex
Units, including Blast
Furnace 8, Steel Melting
Shop-3 & Universal Rail
Mill.

Subhash Kumar, Deputy
Secretary (Ministry of
Steel) joined the delega-
tion at HRD Centre, Bhilai,
where K Praveen, GM
(Env Mgmt) gave a presen-

tation on Scrap & Waste
Management, which was
well received by the dele-
gation.

The Delegation com-
prised of cross-section of
officers, Professors, stu-
dents and industrialists
from around the country,
including members from
MRAI, JNARDDC, NIT
Raipur, MSTC Raipur,
CGSIMA, and
Chhatisgarh Mini Steel
Plant Association, along
with members from vari-
ous other steel entities of
the state including Shiv
Real Ispat Pvt Ltd, Sindi
Ispat, HSR Rerollers Pvt
Ltd, Ashok Ispat Udyog,
Sarvapriya Castings Pvt
Ltd, Mahendra Sponge &
power, Black Rock Steel &
Power and Nath
Enterprises.
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Bhilai, Jul 10: Mathew
Varughese, currently
Commandant, Border
Security Force has been pro-
moted to assume charge as
DIG , BSF in Agartala.
Mathew, a 1993 batch BSF of-
ficer trained at BSF
Academy Takenpur in
Gwalior, will be joining duty
in Agartala on July 17, 2023.

In the Border Security
Force he has held very im-
portant assignments
throughout the country
from 1993 till date. He has
served in the peak of mili-
tancy in Jammu & Kashmir,
Mizoram and has also
served in Kanker District of
Chhattisgarh as part of Anti

Naxal Operations. He be-
came the Deputy
Commandant in 1998,
Second in Command in 2006,
Commandant in 2011 and
now promoted to the rank of
Deputy Inspector General in
July 2023. He was the first
Commandment to set up the
Thrissur BSF unit in Kerala
in 2011 followed by another

tenure as Commandant
Operations in Sector
Trivandrum from 2019 -
2022. Mathew did his school-
ing in Railway English
Medium School, Bilaspur
(CG) and graduated from
CM Dubey College, Bilaspur.
He was an outstanding
sportsman having repre-
sented Madhya Pradesh in
the nationals from 1985-87.
He has represented the
School Nationals from
Madhya Pradesh state team
in 1986 and 1987. He was an
outstanding Basketball play-
er and represented the state
team as well as was captain
of the School and University
team. He had played the All
India athletic
Championship in 1987-88.
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Bhilai, Jul 10:
International Motivational
Speaker of Spiritual World
Brahmakumari Shivani
Didi will deliver a spiritual
sermon "God's Power Mere
Pass" in a programme
being organised by PBIV
Bhilai Sewa Kendra
Rajyog Bhavan, on July 22,
2023.

The programme will be
organised at the ground
in BSP Senior Secondary
School, Sector -07 from
18:30 hrs, informed BK
Asha Didi while interact-
ing with media persons at

the Peace auditorium of
Rajyog Bhavan.

A motivational speaker
of the Awakening With
B r a h m a k u m a r i s ,
Ambassador of World
Psychiatrist Association
Brahmakumari Shivani
Didi is honoured with
Nari Shakti Samman is
known for her divine
speech on human behav-
iour and presenting accu-
rate, simple, easy solu-
tions to the problems oc-
curring in the life of
every human being.

Director of Bhilai Seva
Kendras, Brahma Kumari
Asha Didi informed about

Shivani Didi's arrival in
Bhilai and said that de-
spite her busy schedule,
she gave time to Bhilai
and the topic of her di-
vine speech is "God's
Power Mere Paas" i.e.

God's Powers in each one.
The goal of this pro-

gram will be that every
human being imbibes di-
vine power in his/her
daily activities. It is neces-
sary to listen and imbibe it
in life after listening to it.

With the divine powers,
we can easily get rid of the
problems, anxiety, stress,
depression etc. that come
in life. She urged everyone
to take advantage of this
program with the goal
that the divine powers are
working in my life.

Priyanka Kaushal from
Raipur and BK Prachi
Didi accompanied BK

Asha Didi during the
media interaction.
Priyanka Kaushal elabo-
rated on the untiring serv-
ices of the sisters of
Brahmakumaris she
added that the director of
Bhilai Sewa kendra
Brahmakumari Asha
Didi also takes care of
Seva Kendras in
Chhattisgarh, Odisha,
Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan which come
under Indore zone. BK
Prachi Didi spoke on the
benefits of Rajyog medita-
tion and how it helps
lower stress and day to
day problems of life.
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Bhilai, Jul 10: A youth
was killed and two others
were injured in a road
mishap which occurred
late night on Sunday at
Dhamdha Naka in Durg.
The three victims were
moving on a bike and were
hit by a speeding Bolero
SUV. Durgesh Yadav, who
was riding the bike, died
on the spot while the pil-
lion riders suffered fatal
injuries.

According to informa-
tion, Shanti Nagar resi-
dent Durgesh Yadav (25)
son of Narad Yadav and

his two friends Manish
Yadav and Shitalesh were
moving from Durg to
Dhamdha on a bike bear-
ing registration number
CG07-BZ-4431.

They collided with a

Bolero SUV near Morcha
Point at Dhamdha Naka.
Durgesh suffered fatal in-
juries in the mishap and
died on the spot. The pil-
lion riders also suffered in-
juries and have been ad-
mitted to the hospital.
Their condition is report-
ed to be critical.

On Monday morning,
the locals staged chakka-
jam on Dhamdha Road de-
manding Rs 50 lakh com-
pensation for Durgesh's
family and Rs 25 lakh each
for the injured youth.
Police team reached the
spot and managed to dif-
fuse the tension.

Tripartite meeting held 
for registration of lease 

deed of BSP quarters
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 10: A tripartite
meeting was held between
the BSP management, dis-
trict administration and
BMC administration in the
presence of Bhilai Nagar
MLA and BMC Mayor for
resolving the difficulties in
the registration of lease
deeds of the leased BSP
quarters.

MLA Devendra Yadav,
Mayor Neeraj Pal,
Collector Pushpendra
Meena, BMC
Commissioner Rohit Vyas
and BSP officials were
present in the meeting.

It needs to be mentioned

here that MLA Devendra
Yadav had raised the woes
of the lease holders of BSP
quarter before the Chief
Minister during his bhet
mulaqat programme.

Taking the matter into cog-
nizance, CM had directed
the District Collector and
BSP CEO to look into the
matter and provide relief
to the lease holders.

Mayor Neeraj Pal has
released a video message
in this regard in which he
informed that there is
good news for the lease
holders who are waiting
for the last 21 years. Pal
said that MLA Devendra
Yadav has been making ef-
forts in this regard for the
last four years.

As per the CM's instruc-
tions, a meeting between
BSP management, BMC
and District
Administration was or-
ganised to resolve the
issue. Mayor said that the
issue of the registry of
lease deeds has been re-
solved.

Girl killed, brother injured 
in hit-and-run accident

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jul 10: A teenage
girl was killed and her
younger brother was
grievously injured in a hit-
and-run accident which
occurred at Shankar
Nagar area of Chhawani
Chowk late evening on
Sunday. The victims were
moving on a bike and were
hit by a rashly moving car.

The car driver sped
from the spot and hit an-
other man after about a
kilometer. Tension pre-
vailed in the Chhawani
Chowk area as the locals
came out on the streets
and staged protests. Police
have lodged a case and are
trying to trace the accused
driver and the vehicle.

According to eyewitness-
es, the car driver was heav-
ily drunk.

Chhawani Police in-
formed that the incident
occurred around 20:00 hrs
on Sunday. Sakshi Sao (18)
and her brother Chandan
Sao (16) were moving on a

bike in Shankar Nagar. A
speeding car came from
behind and escaped after
hitting the bike.

Sakshi and her brother
Chandan suffered fatal in-
juries and were rushed to
a nearby hospital. Sakshi
succumbed to her injuries

while Chandan is under-
going treatment at the hos-
pital. Their father Pramod
Sao is a driver by profes-
sion.

The accused car driver
hit a cyclist while escaping
from the spot. The cyclist
has suffered minor in-
juries and has been dis-
charged from the hospital
after first aid. Irked after
the mishap, locals came
out on the road and staged
chakkajam.

Immediately after get-
ting information, police
and administrative offi-
cials reached the spot
and diffused the tension.
They assured to nab the
accused soon and provide
compensation to the vic-
tim's family.

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  BILASPUR,  TUESDAY,  JULY  11,  2023

Youth killed, two
injured in road mishap

BK Shivani Didi to deliver sermon on 
‘God’s Power Mere Pass’ on Jul 22

Mathew Varughese to assume
charge as DIG BSF

Mathew Varughese

Delegation under Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav visits BSP
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Raipur, Jul 10: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
came down heavily
against the allegations on
the state government re-
lated to liquor scam and
said that no changes have
been made by his govern-
ment in the rules and poli-
cies formed by the earlier
government related to
liquor. Baghel charged the
former CM Raman Singh
of formulating a policy to
pass on benefit to three
distilleries and added that
after ED’s challan, notices
have been issued to three
distilleries and to the offi-
cers posted there. CM said
that if any irregularity is
found then each and every
single penny will be recov-
ered.

Speaking to media per-
sons here on Monday, CM

Baghel spoke at length
about the charges on
liquor scam. He informed
that it was in 2020 that first
raid was conducted by IT
and now in 2023 ED is
claiming of Rs 2168 cr
liquor scam. ED is charg-
ing that it is without pay-
ment of Excise Duty that
liquor was taken out from
the distilleries.

CM Baghel said that if
the liquor cartons have
been taken out without de-
positing of Excise, then

first the action should be
taken against the liquor
distilleries, as it was their
responsibility and then
with the officer posted
their. But no action was
taken against them and
neither their property was
attached nor bank ac-
counts were seized. Baghel
said that if ED and IT con-
ducts raids, then they in-
formed how much of
property has been seized
or about disproportionate
income. CM questioned as

to whether any amount of
property to the tune of
liquor scam has been
seized or not.

CM Baghel said that
this was started in 2017,
when ex-CM Dr Raman
Singh prepared the new
liquor policy and under
which the government
took over the liquor shops
by forming a Corporation.
Liquor was purchased
through corporation and
sold through placement
agency. Baghel said that
in this policy it has been
clearly said that only
three distilleries in state
will supply country
liquor. On this Baghel
questioned as to why only
3 distilleries were final-
ized and what is Raman
Singh’s connection with
them. CM said that the
policy formed by Raman
Singh is still continuing
and we have not made
any changes in it. Under
this policy in 2018 the
then government earned
a revenue of Rs 3900
crore and today it has in-

creased to Rs 6500 cr.
Even after this they are
saying that liquor has
been taken out without
paying of Excise Duty?
CM said that we have
taken this into cog-
nizance and issued no-
tices to three distilleries
and the officials as well.

CM assertively said
that if the complaint is
found to be correct, then
each and every single
penny will be recovered.
If it is proved that there is
shortfall in state govern-
ment’s revenue, then due
action will be taken and
entire amount will be re-
covered, CM added.

Baghel said that with
elections in the offing,
BJP is doing all this and
since they (BJP) are un-
able to contest the elec-
tion, they want to contest
it through ED. The people
are not with them and
therefore they are mak-
ing all sorts of conspira-
cies and raising all con-
troversies to defame the
government, CM added.

State govt has not made any changes in
liquor policy of earlier govt: Baghel

BJP is raking up such
issues, as they are
unable to contest
elections without
help of ED 

HEAP OF GARBAGE

The nooks and corners of city are not being properly cleaned and it is resulting in
awful odor and flees posing risk for diseases during rainy season.

Raipur, Jul 10: Devotees
were seen offering prayers
at Hatkeshwar Mahadev,
Budheshwar Mahadev
temples. Shiva temples of
other locations in Raopur
have been crowded with
devotees since morning.
In the Hindu calendar,
‘Sawan’, also known as
‘Shravan, is the fifth
month of the Hindu lunar
calendar and one of the
holiest months of the year.
This year, the Shravan pe-
riod stretches for two
months instead of the
usual one-month period.
Previously, an almost two-
month-long Shravan peri-
od was observed approxi-
mately 19 years ago.The
Sawan month started on
July 4 and will go on till
August 31. It would be 59
days long and there would
be eight Mondays instead
of four.

Today was the first
Monday of the month of
Shravan. A large number
of devotees are reaching
the temples for

‘Jalabhishek’. The entire
temple area was  resound-
ing with the chants of ‘Har
Har Mahadev’ and ‘Bol
Bam’. On the eve of the
first Shravan Monday
falling on July 10, Shiva
temples were decorated
with attractive lights. A
bamboo cordon has been
made at Hatkeshwar
Mahadev Temple,
Budheshwar Temple so
that devotees can queue up
and perform
‘ J a l a b h i s h e k ’ .
‘Rudrabhishek’ of
Shivling was performed in

the presence of priests in
the Brahma Muhurta in
Shiva temples. After this,
the devotees were doing
‘Jalabhishek’ from morn-
ing to afternoon. The
doors of the temple have
been closed and decorated
in different forms in differ-
ent Shiva temples. After
which the devotees will be
able to see Shringar.
According to Pt. Suresh
Goswami, the priest of
Hatkeshwar Mahadev
Temple, after 19 years, due
to the coincidence of
Purushottam month in the

month of Shravan, this
year the month of
Shravan will last for 59
days. Due to two months of
Shravan, there is a coinci-
dence of eight Mondays.
Rudrabhishek and
adorable makeup of
Shivling will be done on
eight Mondays. Under the
leadership of Bol Bam
Kanwariya Seva Samiti,
Kanwariyas will served on
Ashwini Nagar main road.
There will be arrange-
ments of fruits, sherbet
and Bhandara for the
Kanwariyas. Apart from
this, Bhandara Prasadi
will also be served at
Mahadevghat on every
Monday. Devotees who are
termed Kanwariyas visit
places like Haridwar,
Gaumukh, and Gangotri
in Uttarakhand and
Sultanganj in Bihar to
fetch the holy water of the
River Ganga and then wor-
ship the God with that
water. Sawan commenced
on July 4 this year and will
continue till August 31.

Devotees throng temples to offer prayers
on first Monday of Sawan

Raipur, Jul 10: Forest
Minister Mohammad
Akbar has called the BJP’s
allegations baseless on the
issue of liquor ban in the
state. Addressing a press
conference here today
Minister Akbar charged
Bharatiya Janata Party
with doing politics of lies.
All BJP leaders lie, he al-
leged. ‘The BJP had said
that the Congress had
talked about banning liquor
by taking Gangajal in hand.
We had talked about liquor
ban, but did not do it with
Gangajal in hand’, Akbar
said.

In a video released by
Akbar, Congress leader
RPN Singh is seen swearing
with Gangajal in his hand
that loans of the farmers
will be waived off within 10
days. ‘Prime Minister and
the BJP said that we had
talked about banning alco-
hol by taking Gangajal in
hand. In fact we talked
about liquor ban, but did
not take Gangajal. The
thing that was said by tak-
ing Gangajal in hand was to

waive off the loans of the
farmers in 10 days’, Akbar
said, adding that committee
formed on liquor ban is
working. Vijay Baghel, con-
venor of the BJP manifesto
committee lied that BJP had
never talked about liquor
ban, Akbar said. Minister
Akbar said, the committee
under the chairmanship of
MLA Satyanarayan
Sharma had been constitut-
ed. The names of the MLAs
were also sought from the
BJP side for the committee,
but they have not given it,
he said. We have formed
Bharat Mata Vahini. To quit
intoxication, pamphlets are
being distributed along
with street plays. There
should be a complete ban on
all kinds of drugs. Big lead-
ers of BJP are lying. we
have to make people aware.

All BJP leaders lie: Akbar

Raipur, Jul 10: Governor
B i s w a b h u s a n
Harichandan visited Lord
Jagannath Mandir in Puri
during his stay in Odisha.
He offered prayers and
wished for the happiness
and prosperity of the
country and the people of
the state. The first lady of
the state, Suprabha
Harichandan, was also

present along with him.
He also visited the

Sakshi Gopal temple and
offered prayers. He paid
floral tributes to the

Pancha Sakha. Renowned
freedom fighter, teacher,
and author Shri
Utkalmani Pandit
Gopabandhu Das, along
with his friends Pandit
Nilakantha Das, Pandit
Godabarish Mishra,
Acharya Harihar Das, and
Pandit Krupasindhu
Mishra, are known as the
Panch Sakha.

Governor Harichandan seeks blessings from Lord Jagannath

Raipur, Jul 10: Twenty
three persons who were
playing ‘satta’ online
through ‘Reddy Anna
app’ have been arrested.
According to police trans-
action of money of ‘satta’
and link of Reddy Online
Satta was found in mobile
phone of one Madhukar
Sinha, aged 28 years, son
of Narsingh Sinha, resi-
dent of Sarkhi village
falling under jurisdiction
of Abhanpur Police
Station in Raipur, during
his interrogation after his
arrest under Section 365,

511, 34 IPC of crime num-
ber 200/23 registered in
Abhanpur Police Station.

When the police team
members questioned him
in connection with ‘satta’,
he named Karan Singh
Ghai, resident of New
Rajendra Nagar, Naveen
Agrawal, resident of
Dongargarh, Mukhiya
Ramamurthy from
Visakhapatnam and
other persons. He re-
vealsed that satta was
being operated online
from Odisha and
Vishakhapatnam.

Twenty three arrested
playing ‘satta’ After COVID hiatus

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuull  1100::  A 51-year-old
gentleman from Chhattisgarh
with multiple myeloma under-
went autologous bone marrow
transplantation at Ramkrishna
CARE Hospital, Raipur,
Chattisgarh. The treatment
was done by Dr. Ravi Jaiswal,
Consultant- Haemato-oncolo-
gy and BMT.

Addressing the scribes here
Dr Ravi Jaiswal informed that
patient was admitted to
Ramkrishna Care Hospital in
June 2021 with severe low
back pain for 2 months. The
treatment started with blood
tests, bone marrow test and
found to be suffering from

multiple myeloma- stage 3.
Treatment began with
Induction chemotherapy for 4
months followed by mainte-
nance therapy (oral tablets).
With the disease in control,
Autologous bone marrow
transplantation was done at
Ramkrishna CARE BMT unit.
“The patient was given a high
dose of chemotherapy which
wiped out his cancerous cells
follwed by stem cells infu-
sion.” Patient was admitted to
the Bone Marrow Transplant
unit. This consists of special
patient rooms, each with a
separate Air Handling Unit,
HEPA filters and positive air
pressure. The entry to the

patient rooms is restricted.
This is necessary to ensure
that patient does not contract
any infection during this peri-
od of substantially lowered
immunity. Stem cells were
mobilized from the bone mar-
row into peripheral blood by
giving twice a day injections
into the skin. Stem cells were
collected from the peripheral
blood stream by the use of
apheresis machine. This pro-
cedure does not involve anes-
thesia or surgery. Adequate
dose of peripheral blood stem
cells were collected. After
that, high dose chemotherapy
was given. And the
hematopoietic stem cells

were transfused back to the
patient. Thereafter the
progress of the patient was
closely monitored. He recov-
ered within 12 days of trans-
plant without usage of a sin-
gle antibiotic injection. This
speaks volumes about the
sterile environment in trans-
plant unit and highest infec-
tion control policy said Dr
Ravi Jaiswal.

“Every time our doctors
perform an organ transplant
procedure, they give a new
lease of life to the patient. We
could not be prouder to have
successful organ transplant
programs helping our
patients live healthier lives. I
congratulate our doctors for
performing  successful bone
marrow transplant at
Ramkrishna CARE Hospital”,
said Dr Sandeep Dave,
Director, Ramkrishna CARE
hospitals. 

Bone marrow transplant done successfully to save patient life: Dr Jaiswal
A middle aged man
with multiple myelo-
ma successfully
underwent bone
marrow transplant 

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuull  1100::  Azad Janata
Party’s state level meeting and
expansion program was held in
Raipur on Sunday, in which it
was announced that Azad Janata
Party will contest elections on all
90 assembly seats and on August
15, 2023, the public manifesto of
the party will be issued, for
which the has started from today
itself.  Addressing the scribes
here State President Ujjwal
Dewan, State Vice President
Amandeep Singh Gill, State
Spokesperson Sanjeev Mishra
said that public manifesto will be
prepared keeping in mind all sec-
tions of Chhattisgarh and today
more than 100 women and men

have taken membership of Azad
Janata Party, they added. On the
occasion the members of the
committee for making the mani-
festo has been selected which
includes   Amandeep Singh Gill -
President,  Advocate Abhishek
Amin - Vice President,  Sanjeev
Mishra - Member,  Amanat Ali
Khan - Member,  Karam Lal Sahu
- Member,  Advocate Bhagirathi
Ratre - Member,  Advocate Janu

Khare - Member
Advocate Ashish Jethani -

Member,  Pawan Kumar Tiwari -
Member,  Saurabh Yadu -
Member,  Mrs. Vibha Gupta -
Member,  Praveen Puraina -
Member and Dr. Imran Hingora -
Member.

The Azad Janata Party raised
many questions from this plat-
form to the Central Government
and Chief Minister Bhupesh

Baghel, Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu, on  inflation,
unemployment, education and
health. On the occasion Publicity
Secretary Karam Lal  Sahu,
Ashish Awasthi, Yuva Morcha
State President Praveen Puraina,
Youth Sports Cell President
Saurabh Yadu, Durg District
President Pawan Tiwari ,
Balrampur District President
Amanat Ali Khan, Legal Advisor,
Advocate Abhishek Amin,
Advocate BR Ratre Advocate
Janu Khare, Ashish Jethani,
Akhilesh Ambade, Vibha Gupta,
Champa Mehta, Surendra Miri,
Kartik Patel and other workers
were present. 

Azad Janata Party to contest in all 90 assembly seats
RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuull  1100:: Police have
arrested three miscreants in
connection with the incident of
kidnapping attempt in Abhanpur
near Raipur.  All three together
tried to kidnap an executive
engineer, resident of village
Kolar and landlord of Sarkhi
about two months ago for a ran-
som of Rs 10 lakhs but the police
thwarted their plan and caught
them and subsequently brought
them to the police station. In
fact, on July 8, Roopal
Chandrakar lodged a report at
Abhanpur police station that  on
May 8, he reached Kolar
Abhanpur in his car from Raipur
residence at around 04:30 am
and after routine work, he was

going back home via Abhanpur
Old Dhamtari road. Meanwhile,
at 5:10 am near Sargundia Talab,
a white colored Hyundai I-20 car
came from behind and stopped
beside him. The occupants of the
car were masked. When he
moved forward, masked miscre-
ants stopped their car in front of
him. After getting off the car
they moved towards the com-
plainant and tried to catch him.
Seeing no other alternative com-
plainant started running towards
his house. When he went a little
distance and looked back, the
number plate of the car was cov-
ered with mud. Apart from two
masked persons, there was also
a driver in the car. Apart from

the number plate, the car was
clean and both the masked men
fled in the car. Offence (number
200/23) Section 365, 511, 34 IPC
was registered against unidenti-
fied persons in police station
Abhanpur. 

Under the direction of senior
officers, the joint team of Anti-
Crime and Cyber ??Unit and
Police Station Abhanpur,
inquired the people around the
complainant in detail regarding
the incident and checked
footages of CCTV installed in
and around the incident site.
Technical analysis was also done
in relation to the unidentified
miscreants. Apart from collect-
ing information regarding the

car used by the unidentified mis-
creants, efforts were being
made continuously to trace them
on the basis of other evidences
and facts. Meanwhile, the team
members received important
information regarding one of
them miscreants Madhukar
Sinha, a resident of the village,
in connection with the incident.
On the basis of the evidence
obtained by the team members
the team members arrested
Madhukar Sinha. During interro-
gation he named his two accom-
plices Ajay alias Pintu Netam
and Tekram Dhivar in connection
with the incident. Subsequently
the police arrested Pintu Netam
and Tekram Dhivar.

Three miscreants arrested for Abhanpur kidnapping attempt

Raipur, Jul 10: The annu-
al fashion show
Fashionotsav-2023 was or-
ganised by the
Department of School of
Fashion Designing and
Technology of Mats
University at Chokar
Dhani. The students won
the hearts of all with their
spectacular presentation
of Indian culture and tra-
ditions of Chhattisgarh
through fashion. The show
depicted the wonderful
pastimes of Lord Shri
Ram, Shiva and Shri
Krishna love - with the
theme “Prem”. Divyang
children also gave their
presentation in this event
and felt proud of them-
selves. Parvinder Kaur,
Head of Department,
School of Fashion
Designing and

Technology, Mats
University, said that like
every year, this year also
the annual fashion show
‘Fashionotsav-2023’ was
organized colorfully by the
department. The Chief
Guest of the function was
Mr. Sanjay Shukla (IFS),
Chairman of
Chhattisgarh Real Estate
Regulatory Authority

(RERA) and Mr. Anil
Kumar Sahu (IFS),
Managing Director of
Chhattisgarh Tourism
Board, Guest of Honor
was Prof. Dr. Col. Umesh
Mishra CGPURC, chair-
man. On this occasion,
Chancellor of Mats
University Mr. Gajraj
Pagaria, Vice Chancellor
Prof. K.P. Yadav, Director

General Mr. Priyesh
Pagaria, Deputy Vice
Chancellor Dr. Deepika
Dhand, Registrar Mr.
Gokulnanda Panda, heads
of various departments,
professors, students and
eminent citizens were
present. The function
started with the national
anthem and garlanding
the statue of Maa
Saraswati. The students
won a lot of applause by
presenting beautiful de-
signs depicting the fashion
of the ancient times with
innovative ideas and won-
derful costumes. The stu-
dents of Fashion
Department also displayed
special clothes designed
for Divyang. Its objective
was to encourage and sup-
port specially-abled chil-
dren.

MATS University organises colorful event of Fashion Festival-2023 



Puran Lal Sahu

KKaarreellii  bbaaddii:: Puran Lal Sahu, R/o
village Parsathi, passed away
suddenly on Thursday, July 6,
2023, at his home village.  He
was the S/o Gayatri Bai Sahu.
He was the father of
Chandrahas Sahu,
Chandradhwaj Sahu, Bhunesh
Sahu. The final rites were per-
formed in Grihagram. He left
behind a full-fledge family. In
his last rites, Bisit, Bhikham,
Basant  Villagers including
Lakhan, Pawan, Dhan Sai,
Omkar, Omsharan, Yuvraj,
Jageshwar, Premlal, Uttam,
Mukesh, Homesh, took part and
paid tribute to the deceased.

OBITUARYDecision taken to give dividend to farmers

Central Chronicle News

Kareli badi, Jul 10: The
annual general meeting of
Primary Agricultural
Credit Cooperative Society
Kareli Badi was organised
on Friday. The income and
expenditure were account-
ed for information pertain-
ing to last financial year.

Supervisor Parmeshwar
Nirmalkar while sharing
information related to
Annual General Meeting
(AGM) said that 5 percent
dividend will be given to
the farmers. An appeal
was also made to the farm-
ers to make more and
more members.

He motivated the farm-

ers to take loans by in-
forming them about the
Primary Agricultural
Credit Cooperative
Scheme. Motivating the
farmers who sell paddy on
support price were asked
to take Pradhan Mantri
Fasal Bima Yojana and
were informed about its
benefits. Farmers were
also encouraged to get
crop insurance.

On this occasion,
Chairman Subhash

Chowdhary, Chief Guest
Jeevan Lal Sahu,
Chamman Lal Sahu and a
large number of farmers
including Kanshi Ram
Sahu, Shambhu Nishad,
Authorized Officer
Tameshwar Sonkar,
Committee Manager
Nathu Sonkar, Clerk cum
Operator Tarun Nishad,
Salesman Ramesh Sahu,
Radhe Nishad Sumit,
Ekant, Rahul Sahu were
present.
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Jagdalpur, Jul 10: In
dozens of villages of
Bakavand development
block, agricultural work is
being adversely affected
due to power outages. Day
or night the power goes off
at any time and then it does
not come back for hours.
Farmers are in trouble due
to frequent power failure.

Even on Sunday, farmers
of many villages including
Deora, Sargipal, Borigaon,
Bajawand reached the of-
fice of the Electricity
Company located at
Bakavand, but no such re-
sponsible personnel was
found in the office, who
could solve their problems.

The farmers of Deora,
Bajawand, Sargipal,
Borigaon and the sur-
rounding areas say that
most of the time there is no
electricity in the villages
and most of the time the
problem of low voltage per-
sists. Due to this the elec-
tric motor pump is not able
to run and they are not able

to fill water in their fields
for transplanting paddy.
Planting work is getting af-
fected. The government is
providing many facilities
to the farmers for farming.
But the Electricity
Department is determined
to sabotage all these facili-
ties and schemes. Apart
from this, the villagers of

the area are not even able
to get the paddy harvested
and the rice and wheat
milled. Due to low voltage
and power failure, people
are not able to sleep peace-
fully at night due to non-
functioning of fans and
coolers. Students are not
able to study at home.

Ajay Kumar, junior engi-
neer of Bakavand
Electricity Distribution
Company, says that due to
rain, sometimes this type
of problem keeps coming
due to the ongoing im-
provement work. We are
engaged in streamlining
the power system with
promptness. Farmers will
not be allowed to face any
kind of problem, he added.
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Kareli Badi, Jul 10: On
July 3, the 'Shala Pravesh
Utsav' (school entrance fes-
tival) and Guru Purnima
program was celebrated
with great pomp in
Government Primary and
Secondary School
Chandana Development
Block Magarlod District
Dhamtari.

In the hospitality of the
chief guest of the pro-
gramme Tarini
Chandrakar, President
District Panchayat
Dhamtari, the traditional
lamp was first lit and
prayers were offered to
Goddess Saraswati  and the
welcome programme of

guests concluded. 'Ae
Bahare Mehak Ke Nazare
Rut Suhani Ho Gayi' was
presented in the welcome
song. Handshake by the
newly admitted students of
Class I and Class VI means
from today the school is
mine too. After this, text-
books, school uniforms
were distributed by the

guests along with sweets.
Roli Chandan to the chil-
dren, Raksha Sutra was
tied in the hands of the
children. In the second ses-
sion, the felicitation pro-
gramme was celebrated as
Guru Purnima. All the
teachers of the school were
presented Shawl, Shrifal
and a bunch of flowers by

the village heads. All the
guests and guardians who
came along were also hon-
oured with Shawl and
Srifal. The chief guest
Tarini Chandrakar was
presented with the symbol
plow and quince year.

For all the guests,
guardians and villagers
who came in the pro-

gramme, arrangements for
food and prasadi were
made by the management
committee.

Tarini Chandrakar in
her address said that the
parents are the first teacher
of the children, along with
education, the right values
should be met with the fam-
ily. She asked parents to
keep the children away
from mobile as much as
possible at home and pre-
pare them on time and send
them to schools regularly.
In school too, along with ed-
ucation and writing, spe-
cial attention should be
paid towards sports, moral
education and culture. The
programme was conducted
by Kanval Ram Sahu.
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Balod, Jul 10: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
visited the Lord Shiva
temple in Balod district's
Bharda village today on
the occasion of the first
Monday in the sacred
Saavan month.

Women and Child
Development Minister
Anila Bhediya,
Parliamentary Secretary
Kunwer Singh Nishad,
MLA Sangeeta Sinha, and
other public representa-
tives were also present on
the occasion.

The local public repre-
sentatives and villagers
accorded a warm wel-
come to the Chief
Minister on his arrival in

village Bharda. School
students in large numbers
had also visited, and the
Chief Minister inquired
about their studies.
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Jagdalpur, Jul 10:
Deputy Inspector General
of Police and Senior
Superintendent of Police
Jitendra Singh Meena di-
rected all police
station/outpost in-charges
of the district to run a spe-
cial campaign from July 3,
to July 09, 2023, to serve
permanent and arrest
warrants.

Under this a special
campaign was launched
in different areas of
Bastar district against
permanent warranties
who have been abscond-
ing for many years. Such
criminals of Bastar dis-
trict who were absconding

for a long time after com-
mitting crimes and on
whom a permanent or ar-
rest warrant was issued
by the court, action has
been taken to arrest such
absconding permanent or
arrest warrantees under a
special campaign.

Under this in Bastar po-
lice station  warrantees
were searched and war-
rants were served to 38, 14-
in police station Kotwali ,
10 in police station
Bodhaat, 12- in police sta-
tion Parpa, 8 in police sta-
tion Bakavand, 25 in police
station Nagarnar, 3 in po-
lice station Bhanpuri , 3 in
Chowki Ghotia, 2 in police
station AJAK, 2 in Police
Station Burgum, 2 in

Police Station Karpavand,
1 each in Police Station
Badaji  and Kodenar. In
this a total of 101 warran-
tees were searched and
warrants were served. The
concerned have been pro-
duced in the court.

Station in-charge
Ravindra Kumar Meena
(Trainee IPS), Inspector
Leeladhar Rathore, Amit
Shukla, Lalji Sinha,
Dhananjay Sinha, Kishore
Kenwat, Chandrashekhar
Shrivas, Sub-Inspector
Pramod Thakur, Piyush
Baghel, Horilal Navik,
Guneshwari Nareti were
part of the team in the
campaign to arrest the
warranties of Bastar
Police.
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Bilaspur, Jul 10:
Inauguration of a two-day
workshop (July 10-11, 2023)
on the implementation of
Indian knowledge tradition
in line with the spirit of
National Education Policy
2020 took place  under the
joint auspices of Guru
Ghasidas Vishwavidyalaya
(Central University) and
Shiksha Sanskriti Utthan
Nyas, New Delhi at 10 am
on July 10, 2023 with Dr.
Atul Kothari, National
Secretary of Education
Culture Utthan Nyas, New
Delhi as the chief guest.
Professor Nilambari Dave,
ex Vice-Chancellor,
Saurashtra University,
Gujarat, was also present.
In-charge Vice-Chancellor,
Prof. Amit Kumar Saxena
presided over the program.

At the inauguration of
the workshop, Dr. Atul
Kothari said that academic
innovation and innovative
research is the chief func-

tion of a university, in
which Guru Ghasidas
University is playing a
leading role. It is a matter
of pleasure to initiate the
action plan to implement
the Indian knowledge tradi-
tion mentioned in the
National Education Policy
2020 in this university in a
holistic manner.

Dr. Kothari said that we
are creating such paths
through courses which
many universities will fol-
low in the coming times.
Highlighting the Indian
concept of character build-
ing and overall develop-

ment of personality, Dr.
Kothari said that character
building and overall per-
sonality development of
the students is possible
with the glorious and illus-
trious concept of Indian
Panchkoshi knowledge.

While presiding over the
programme, In-charge
Vice-Chancellor Prof. Amit
Kumar Saxena expressed
happiness over the organi-
zation of the workshop,
said that under the efficient
guidance of Honorable
Vice-Chancellor, Professor
Alok Kumar Chakrawal,
the work of curriculum

preparation will be done at
the Central University in
accordance with National
Education Policy with the
assistance of subject ex-
perts of the Indian knowl-
edge tradition.

Earlier, the program
started with lighting the
lamp and garlanding of the
oil paintings of Maa
Saraswati and Baba
Ghasidas. The guests on
the stage were welcomed
with saplings. Shri.
Deshraj Sharma, National
Convenor, Character
Building and Personality
Development, while shar-

ing information about the
workshop said that seven
sessions will be organized
in the two-day workshop. In
the workshop, work will be
done on the creation of ap-
propriate literature for cur-
riculum development.
Those on the stage included
Dr. Manohar Bhandari,
MBBS MD, Indore M.P. and
the Coordinator of the
workshop, Prof. P.K. Bajpai.
Workshop Co-coordinator,
Prof. Praveen Kumar
Mishra delivered the wel-
come address.

The guests on the stage
were honored with shawls,
shreephal and mementoes.
At the end, vote of thanks
was given by the Registrar,
Prof. Manish Srivastava,
and Dr. Garima Tiwari,
Assistant Professor con-
ducted the program.
Twenty groups have been
formed in the workshop
who will discuss, deliberate
upon, analyze, review and
draw conclusions on vari-
ous topics.

Director (Projects) asks to focus on
internal rate of transformation
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Raipur, Jul 10: "In a
changing world, internal
rate of transformation
should be more than the
changes of outside world,"
says Ujjawal Kanti
Bhattacharya, Director
(Projects), NTPC Limited
while delivering keynote

address at two-day HOD IT
Meet-2023 held at Raipur
on July 10, 2023. The theme
for the program is:
Transformation through
Digitalization, Innovation
and Cyber Security.

Held at Raipur, the pro-
gram was attended by sen-
ior officials of IT depart-
ment from across the com-
pany. Chief Guest
Bhattacharya further
added that the entire busi-

ness model of the compa-
ny is revolving around the
successful implementa-
tion of IT process. We
must transform ourselves
through digitalization
while focusing on innova-
tion and keeping vigil on
cyber security, he added.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Maheswara Bishoyee,
CGM (IT); Arindam Sinha,
ED (OS); C Sivakumar,
RED (WR-II, USSC & Ash

NI); HK Dash, ED (CC&M);
MK Srivastava, ED (Engg.)
spoke on indispensability
of IT and adopting new
technologywhich not only
helping the company to re-
main competitive but also
keeping it ahead of the
time.

During the meet, many
presentations pertaining
to emerging issues in the
area of IT were delivered
and discussed.

CM inaugurates Mata Shrimati
Bindeshwari Baghel Park
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Balod, Jul  10: Chief

Minister Bhupesh
Baghel on Monday inau-
gurated the Mata
Shrimati Bindeshwari
Baghel Park in village
Bharda (Tatenga) of
Balod district besides
unveiling the statue of
Mata Shrimati
Bindeshwari Baghel.

Chief Minister and
other distinguished
guests present on the oc-
casion also planted
saplings in the park.

During his address at
the ceremony, Chief
Minister Baghel an-
nounced a fund alloca-
tion of Rs 50 lakhs each

for the park's beautifica-
tion and the construc-
tion of a community
building within the
premises.

In addition, he ap-
proved Rs 65 lakhs for
the construction of a
3.50-kilometer road, con-
necting the Kharkhara
River to the Main Road
Tatenga. Furthermore,
he also announced the
upgradation of the
Government Higher
Secondary School
Tatenga.

Women and Child
Development Minister
Smt. Anila Bhediya,
P a r l i a m e n t a r y
Secretary Shri Kunwar
Singh Nishad, MLA
Smt. Sangeeta Sinha,
along with various pub-
lic representatives and
locals were also present
on the occasion.
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In village Bharda
Unveils statue of
Mata Shrimati
Bindeshwari Baghel

HOD IT Meet-2023 held

On the occasion of
Saawan Somvar

In meeting of
Primary Agri Credit
Co-op Samiti

CU, a pioneer in academic innovation: Dr. Kothari
Two-day workshop organized on the ‘Implementation of Indian Knowledge Tradition’

Absconding 101 warrantees
produced before the court

CM Baghel offers prayers at the 
Shiva temple in Bharda village 

School entrance festival, Guru 
Purnima celebrated with pomp & gaiety

Agricultural work getting badly
affected due to power outage
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C-Mart: Bridging the gap between
rural and urban markets

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jul  10: C-Mart
scheme has emerged as a
successful initiative in
bridging the gap between
rural and urban markets,
fostering the development of
the rural economy by facili-
tating the sale of locally-
made products. Notably, C-
Marts have been established
in the cities of Rajnandgaon
and Dongargarh, contribut-
ing significantly to this 
endeavour.

C-Marts in Rajnandgaon
district has achieved re-
markable sales, amounting
to a total of Rs 2 crore 14
lakh 95 thousand 764, rank-
ing itself as the second-
highest performer district
in the state. This commend-
able feat can be attributed to
the diverse range of 2,617

products available at the
store, all of which are metic-
ulously crafted by women's
groups and traditional cot-
tage industries. The in-
creasing popularity of these
well-packaged handmade
items among the general
public has contributed to
their noteworthy sales.
Moreover, ashrams, hostels,
schools, Anganwadis,
health centers, and various
departments including
women and child develop-
ment, and other govern-
ment sectors, are procuring
essential supplies and food
items from C-Marts. By pro-
viding a market platform
and better packaging, the C-

Mart plays a pivotal role in
supporting women's groups
and traditional and cottage
industries, thereby bolster-
ing the rural economy. The
general public also benefits
from the availability of lo-
cally produced goods at the
C-Mart, encompassing or-
ganic products, a wide
range of spices, and various
food items. C-Mart showcas-
es an extensive array of
products, including organic
scented rice, organic Kodo
(millet), Ragi flour, turmer-
ic, black rice, organic honey,
Himalayan black salt, Adori
Badi, Garam Masala,
Moong Papad, Amla pickle,
Poha, Mahua Chikki,

Mahua Laddu, Mushroom
Pickle, Mushroom Papad,
Vedic beverage, neem
toothpaste, sanitary pads,
pure mango wood, pattal,
spices, rice papad, pasta,
coriander powder, chilli
powder, soap, phenyl, bags,
as well as handcrafted bed
sheets, towels, handker-
chiefs, and other products.
Additionally, the C-Mart
will also feature products
manufactured in state-run
Rural Industrial Parks,
further diversifying its of-
ferings.

This remarkable initia-
tive by the state govern-
ment, aimed at promoting
rural economic develop-
ment and establishing a
strong connection between
rural and urban markets,
has yielded substantial posi-
tive outcomes. In line with
this success, C-Marts, re-
sembling modern show-
rooms, are being estab-
lished in cities to provide
women self-help groups, ar-
tisans, weavers, potters, and
other traditional and cot-
tage industries with market
access and improved prices.

Central Chronicle News

Rajim, Jul 10: With start
of 'Sawam maas', the at-
mosphere and beauty of
'Devo-ke-Dev' 'Vishwanath
Kuleshwarnath Mahadev'
mandir is at its pristine
and is liked by the devo-
tees and tourists visiting
the temple. The water-level
of Mahandir has gone up
with intermittent rains for
last two days and with rise
in water-level of Sonidhur,
Pairi river each day, the
'Panchmukhi Kuleshwar
Nath Mahadev's temple' on
the confluence of three
rivers has been surround-
ed by water and the devo-
tees are unable to reach
there from river.

It is through Laxman
Jhula that hundreds of
devotees are visiting the
temple daily and offering
'Jalabhishekh' to Lord
Shiva. The rush of devo-
tees start right since
morning hours and dur-
ing 'puja' hours, entire
area keeps resonating
with sounds of bells all
over the place.

On Saturday, the every

scene in the temple kept
attracting others and were
seen saying 'what a scene'
and termed it as blessings
of Lord Shiva.

On the other hand, in
the religious city, there are
many temples viz.
'Bhuteshwar Nath
Mahadev', 'Panchewar
Nath Mahadev', 'Daan
D a n e s h w a r n a t h
Mahadev', 'Rajeshwar

Nath Mahadev', 'Baba
Garib Nath Mahadev',
'Someshwar Nath
Mahadev', 'Pipleshwar
Nath Mahadev',
'Padneshwar Nath
Mahadev' and others
which have been built
here, where the
Bholenath's Shivling is
placed in the 'Gribhgrih'.
'Maa Parvati' is present in
the form of 'Jal Hari'.

In view of the 'Sawan
Maas', the enthusiasm and
thrill among the devotees
is visible and the devotees
are thronging the temples
of Lord Shiva with slo-
gans 'Har Har Mahadev',
'Om Nama Shivoy
Panchakshari'. Since it
happened to be Saturday,
Mahadev's Shivling was
beautifully decorated and
prayers were performed in
the morning and evening
with resonating sound of
chimes in the temple.

Central Chronicle News

Berla, Jul 10: The Berla
unit of Akhil Bhartiya
Vidyarthi Parishad
(ABVP) submitted a mem-
orandum to the Principal
Government Naveen
Mahavidalaya (GNM)
Berla demanding starting
the M.Com and MSc class-
es from current academic
session.

Few days back, the
Commissioner Higher
Education Department
has issued an order to
start PG classes in the
College, but the College
has so far not started the

same and due to which
there is great deal of re-
sentment among the stu-
dents. Presently the stu-

dents interested in doing
PG course have to got ei-
ther to Bemetara or Saja
or Durg. District convener

ABVP Kishan Sahu in-
formed that even after or-
ders by the Education
Department of the state

government, not starting
the PG Classes reflects ad-
ministrative irregularity.

It is keeping all the
above things the ABVP
workers submitted a mem-
orandum to Principal
Govt Naveen College,
Berla and urged him to
start PG classes in the
College at the earliest.

On this occasion, ABVP
workers including City
secy Shailendra Sahu,
state working committee
members -Chanchal
Choubey, Kamdev, Harsh
Verma, Chandan Sahu,
Gulab Sahu, Shreya Yadav,
Megha Nayak,
Khomeshwari Sahu,
Samir, Tameshwar, and
other students were 
present.

Kondagaon players bagged 8 medals 

Central Chronicle News

Kondagaon, Jul 10: The
2nd State Level Gatka
C h a m p i o n s h i p
Tournament for Boys and
Girls was organized from
July 7- 9 at Guru Nanak
Nagar Bhilai. In which 9
children from Kondagaon
of Bastar participated in
age group 14.

Devansh Sonboir of
Navodaya Vidyalaya
Kondagaon won bronze
medal in single soti and
Rohit Nag won silver single
in age group 17 single fur

soti, Vishnu Sori in soti
team, Lokesh Thakur,
Khilendra Baghel got 3rd
position and in age group
22 singles, Phalendra
Thakur, Dilip Yadav, Nikku
Sori performed better and
secured 2nd position.

9 athletes have won 8
medals which is the only
team of Bastar Division

which has been giving
Kondagaon a special place
by performing for the last
two years for which team
manager Hiralal
Churendra coach
Shivcharan Sahu has been
awarded a memento by the
State Gatka Association
and the Sikh Youth
Forum.

‘Giving gifts of thousands
will not cut inflation’

Central Chronicle News

Fingeshwar, Jul 10:
Taking a jibe at Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi's inauguration of
the foundation stone
worth thousands of
crores in Raipur and
discussing the infla-
tion as well as the gov-
ernment's negligence
on providing facilities,
President of
Fingeshwar Press
Club, Jitendra Sharma
said that the common
man's stomach is filled
with ration and vegeta-
bles, milk, which is
very expensive, and
promising projects
worth thousands of
crores will not fill their
stomach therefore in-

flation should be re-
duced.

He further said that
oil companies have
earned a profit of more
than 58 thousand
crores in the purchase
of crude oil in the last
year, which is actually
the money of the gen-

eral public and the ben-
efit of 40 per cent re-
duction in the prices of
crude oil should go di-
rectly to the public.

Sharma expected
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to ful-
fill the old demand of
railway concession to
15 crore senior citizens
of the country during
his visit to Raipur. He
also said that the jour-
ney of Vande Bharat
train is convenient, but
the fare is far beyond
the reach of poor and
middle class families,
consideration should
be given in this direc-
tion so that the benefit
of passenger facilities
can reach the common
people.

Health wellness worker
being imparted training 

Central Chronicle News

Kondagaon, Jul 10: As a
pilot project of
Department of Social
Welfare and UNICEF,
yoga program for preg-
nant women is running in
45 health wellness centers
of the district by
Chhattisgarh Yoga
Commission Raipur from
July 7 to 13 at Yoga
Bhavan Raipur.

43 'Yoga Mitra' of the
district and three non-
governmental and gov-
ernment employees from
five development blocks

are participating in the
seven-day residential
yoga training for the pur-
pose of promoting good
health.

In this regard, District

Nodal officer for Training
Shivcharan Sahu said
that under the guidance of
Collector Deepak Soni,
yoga programmes are
being conducted for preg-

nant women in 45 health
and wellness centers of
the district, which will
bring better results to the
people and society of the
district in the near future.

Employees’ organisations staged dharna

Central Chronicle News

Pithora, Jul 10: It was
under the banner of
'Karamchari Sanghatan and
Chhatisgarh Karamchari
Adhikari Sanyukt Morcha',
the government officers and
employees of the state gov-
ernment staged one-day
dharna on Saturday in sup-
port of their five-point de-
mand. Different employees'
organisation are staging
dharna and protest from
time to time in support of
their five-point demand, but
none has been fulfilled till
date.

Raising voice in Janpad
premises, the Asst.
Teachers and 'Samagra
Shikshak Federation Block
Unit President Tulsi Patel
in support of five-point de-

mand raised a demand to
make Pingua Committee's
report public.

Senior Taxation officer
Panchayat department,
Sushil Choudhary demand-
ed revision of HRC and
OBC Karamchari/
Adhikari Sangh Pithora
unit President, Asst. BEO
Dwarika Patel highlighting
on the five-point demand,
held the need to pay four-
level pay-scale and regu-
larise the irregular, adhoc,
contractual and daily wage
employees.

CG Teachers' Association
regional convener Sudhir

Pradhan raised the demand
of Old Pension Scheme and
the benefits of service peri-
od be calculated right from
the date of first appoint-
ment and to avail benefit of
full pension, the period of
service be made 25 yrs in-
stead of 33 yrs.

President Shikshak
Sangh Rohini Kumar
Dewangan drawing atten-
tion towards all their de-
mand strongly held the
need to pay DA to the state
government employees and
pensioners at par with the
central government 
employees.

The members of all the
employee organisations
were urged to remain unit-
ed in support of their de-
mands. Other who ex-
pressed their views includ-
ed Lekhram Sahu,
Ramkumar Nayak,
Mahendra Choudhary,
Sushil Pradhan, Chandar
Sahu, Meena Lal, Bhojraj
Sao, Vikas Agrawal,
Sudama Bariha, Jaswan
Paikra. It was amidst rains,
the employees raised slo-
gans in protest and later
submitted memorandum in
the name of CM to the SDM.

Programme was conduct-
ed  by Dolamani Sahu and it
was attended by Arun
Devata, Shyamkumar Patel,
Sukhsagar Jagat,
Pushpalata Ratre, Yogi
Sahu, Aantaryami
Pradhan, Durvasa
Goswami, Nitesh Sahu, SS
Mishra and large number of
other employees.

Demanding start of
PG Classes soon

In support of their
five-point demand

In the 2nd State
Level Gatka
Championship
Tournament

With resonating of
bells in temple and
raising of slogans
by devotees

And strengthening
rural economy
Rajnandgaon 
district's C-Marts
achieve remarkable
sales worth 
Rs 2.14 crore

Of yoga for pregnant
women

Crowds of devotees
pay obeisance in
Shiva Temples

Mungeli, Jul 10: The
holy month of Shiva
worship has started and
crowds of devotees have
started appearing in the
pagodas of the area.
Toran and decorations
have been done in the
temple premise and
sawan swing has also
been organized in
Shankar temple. The
month of Sawan is con-
sidered the holy month
of Shiva worship and
devotees offer special
prayers in Shivalayas
throughout the month of
Sawan.

Special worship of
Lord Shiva will be done
throughout the month
in the oldest Shankar
Temple of Khemgir lo-
cated in the city of
Malhapara and special
prayers will be offered at
Kharraghat's pagoda,
Bada Bazar's Shiva tem-
ple, Sonarpara's Shiva
temple and other major
Shiva temples of the
city.

One of the oldest tem-
ples of the city, the
Shankar temple located
at Malhapara has a spe-
cial place and there is an
attractive Shivling on
this temple built on the
banks of the pond. This
temple was built by
Baba Khemgir and the
Samadhi of Khemgir
Baba is also situated
next to the main temple
and people believe that
all the wishes sought
here are fulfilled.

Similarly, the temple
of Lord Shankar at
Kharraghat on the
banks of Agar River is
crowded with devotees
throughout the month,
and same way prepara-
tions are being made for
special prayers and
Jalabhishek in the
Shankar Temple located
at Sonar Para and in
other temples of the city.

Sawan has been con-
sidered as the festival of
Shiva, the devotees of
Lord Shiva worship
with great devotion
throughout the month
and every day is devo-
tion for the devotees
here.

ABVP submits memorandum to Principal GNM

Scene at Kuleswarnath Mandir turns religious
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BRIEF

Foil  
Jammu: Police on
Monday stopped a
woman from jumping
from a bridge into
Chenab river in
Jammu and
Kashmir’s Kishtwar
district, officials said.
An alert police team
saw a woman attempt
suicide by trying to
jump into the river
from Chattar bridge in
Hasti area, they said.
They rushed to spot
and rescued her by
preventing her from
jumping, they added.

Suicide
New Delhi: A 28-year-
old medical officer
was found hanging in-
side a hotel room in
east Delhi’s Mayur
Vihar area, police said
on Monday. Police re-
ceived information
that a woman was
found hanging inside
a room in Holiday Inn
hotel around 3.30 pm
on Sunday. According
to police, Ashna
Beema Seethy, a resi-
dent of Jangpura,
Pant Nagar, checked
in at the hotel on
Friday for a one-day
stay. Later, on
Saturday, she extend-
ed her stay for another
day, they said.

Seized 
Noida: One person
was arrested and
nearly 3.50 quintals of
cannabis was seized
which he and his asso-
ciate had allegedly
smuggled to NCR
from Andhra Pradesh,
police said on Monday.
The seized contraband
is estimated to be
worth Rs 42 lakh in
the black market, they
said. Two people were
carrying cannabis in
two different cars and
they were held, but
one of them managed
to escape, police said.

Committee 
New Delhi: A com-
mittee of BJP parlia-
mentarians headed by
former law minister
Ravi Shankar Prasad
will visit West Bengal
to probe the cases of
violence during the
panchayat polls in the
state and present a re-
port to party president
J P Nadda. While
Prasad is the “fact-
finding” committee’s
convenor, the other
members are former
Mumbai police com-
missioner Satyapal
Singh, Rajdeep Roy
and party vice-presi-
dent Rekha Verma.
Official sources said
the delegation will
reach the state on
Tuesday and has been
asked to submit its re-
port at the earliest.

Watery grave
Medininagar: Two
school students
drowned while taking
bath in a waterbody in
Jharkhand’s Palamu
district on Monday, po-
lice said. The kids,
who studied in two
separate middle
schools, had reportedly
bunked classes to take
bath in Gadai Bandh
under Pipra police sta-
tion area, around
200km from capital
Ranchi, police said.

Srinagar, Jul 10 (PTI): 

The Congress should
thank Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for fulfill-
ing their promise by re-
moving Article 370, which
was a temporary provi-
sion of the Constitution,
Union minister Jitendra
Singh said on Monday.

He also said the Modi
government brought
grassroots democracy to
Jammu and Kashmir “for
the first time”.

“When Syama Prasad
Mookerjee suggested in
the Constituent Assembly
that there should be a re-
think on it (Article 370),
the biggest advocates of
the provision including
Jawahar Lal Nehru re-
sponded by saying ‘this
will erode over time’.

However, Congress could
not erode it due to their
own political interests.
Modiji has done what
Congress governments
should have done much
earlier,” Singh told re-
porters here.

“I think Congress
should thank Modiji for
fulfilling their promise
and removing what was
temporary,” he added.

The Union minister in-
augurated a seven-day ex-
hibition highlighting the
achievements of the Modi
government in the past
nine years.

Responding to a ques-
tion on Article 370 peti-
tions coming up for hear-
ing in the Supreme Court
on Tuesday, he said,
“Whether the hearing
takes places or not, Article
370 was written in the
Constitution and in the
same Constitution, it was
written that it is a tempo-
rary provision.”

Asked about opposition
parties here claiming lack
of democracy in the Union
Territory, Singh said Modi
had brought grassroots
democracy to Jammu and
Kashmir for the first time.

“The democratic set up

is already there, panch,
sarpanches are there. We
have BDCs and DDCs also.
This credit also goes to
Modiji that for the first
time, district councils
have been set up here. The
issue is that there was no
democracy earlier. The
grassroots democracy has
come due to Modiji,” he
added.

About the poll violence
in West Bengal, Singh said
it was condemnable and
cannot be tolerated in a
democracy.

“The unfortunate inci-
dents in Bengal are con-
demnable on three counts.
It exposes the political
hypocrisy. Those who said
democracy has been mur-
dered in Maharashtrsa,
see how they are murder-
ing it in Bengal.

‘Cong should thank Modi
for removing Article 370’

IN SEARCH OF SHELTER

A local carries a cot as he evacuates from a flooded area near the Chenab River 
following continuous monsoon rains, at Garkhal in Akhnoor, Monday.

Dehradun, Jul 10 (PTI): 

The Badrinath National
Highway and several other
roads in Uttarakhand
were blocked due to inces-
sant rains and landslides
on Monday, officials said.

The traffic on the high-
way was restored after a
few hours while efforts are
on to open other roads that
are still closed, they said.

The MeT department
has issued an alert for
heavy rains in 11 districts
of the state. Uttarakhand
Police has appealed to the
people to avoid travelling
to the hills unless neces-

sary. According to the
State Emergency
Operation Center, Koti re-
ceived a maximum of 155
mm of rain, Bhagwanpur
88 mm, Chakrata 74.3 mm,
Vikasnagar 66.5 mm,
Mussoorie 60.2 mm,
Purola 60 mm, Haridwar
57 mm, Kalsi 55.5 mm,
Mori 53 mm, Barkot 51
mm, Dhanaulti 45 mm and
Laksar 40 mm in the last
24 hours.

Due to incessant rains,
all the major rivers, in-
cluding Ganga are in
spate.

In Haridwar, the water
level of Ganga was record-

ed at 292 metres at 8 am,
just two metres below the
danger level.

According to the offi-
cials, the administration is
on alert and constantly
monitoring the water level
of the rivers.

The MeT has forecast
heavy rains in Haridwar,
Udham Singh Nagar,
Nainital, Champawat,
Pithoragarh, Bageshwar,
Almora, Pauri, Dehradun,
Tehri and Chamoli on
Monday and Tuesday.

In view of the rain alert,
schools in Dehradun,
Nainital, Uttarkashi,
Pauri, Udham Singh

Nagar and Almora dis-
tricts were closed on
Monday. Meanwhile, the
Chamoli district adminis-
tration declared a holiday
for all schools in the dis-
trict on Tuesday and
Wednesday.

State Director General
of Police Ashok Kumar, in
a tweet, said that there are
possibilities of landslides
on the hilly roads because
of the incessant rains.

He has appealed to trav-
ellers to avoid visiting the
hilly areas if not very im-
portant. “Don’t travel un-
necessarily, stay in a safe
place.

Rains continue to lash Utt’khand, several
roads closed after landslidesThiruvananthapuram,

Jul 10 (PTI): The
Congress-led United
Democratic Front (UDF)
on Monday announced a
series of protests against
the Union government’s
move to implement the
Uniform Civil Code (UCC)
and its failure to curb the
ethnic violence in
Manipur.

Leader of Opposition
and UDF chairperson V D
Satheesan said the front
has observed that the
Sangh Parivar’s move of
initiating a discussion on
UCC was an attempt to cre-
ate a division in society.

Sangh Parivar is an um-
brella term used for a col-

lection of right-wing or-
ganisations in the country.

The UDF has decided to
organise a ‘Bahuswaratha
Sangamam’ (roughly
translated as a meet to de-
fend pluralism) on July 29
in protest against the im-
plementation of UCC, he
said.

Satheesan said no party
from the ruling Left
Democratic Front (LDF)
would be invited to the
meeting.

His statement came
days after the CPI(M) an-
nounced that it will con-
duct a seminar on UCC on
July 15 and that all secu-
lar-minded parties would
be invited, but not the

Congress, saying it does
not have a united stand on
the matter.

The CPI(M) had invited
the Indian Union Muslim
League (IUML), a major
ally of the UDF, for the
seminar, but the Congress
ally rejected the Left
party’s overtures to take
part in its seminars.

The IUML had said that
the Left party was trying
to create “conflict” and
“division” by not inviting
the Congress.

Addressing a press con-
ference after the UDF
meeting, Satheesan said
his party will not “fall”
into the trap laid by the
BJP.

UDF in Kerala announces series of
protests against UCC, Manipur violence

New Delhi, Jul 10 (PTI): 

The Delhi BJP on
Monday protested near the
AAP office at DDU Marg
here against the inconven-
ience caused to people due
to extensive waterlogging
on several roads and
stretches across the city.

Delhi BJP president
Virendra Sachdeva alleged
a “scam” in desilting of
drains in the city.

“It is clear that the drains
have not been cleaned and
the budget for the same has
been misappropriated as
roads, colonies and markets
in the city are submerged,”
he said. No immediate reac-

tion was available from the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
over the protest and allega-
tions by the saffron party.
Sachdeva, addressing the
protesters, also attacked

AAP convener and Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal
for doing political cam-
paigning while the city was
battling massive waterlog-
ging and traffic mess.

Delhi BJP protests against AAP
govt over waterlogging

Jharsuguda, Jul 10: 

Vedanta Aluminium,
India’s largest producer
of aluminium, now hosts
India's largest fleet of
electric lithium-ion fork-
lifts, with a total of 44
units now deployed
across its operations in
Odisha and
Chhattisgarh. The com-
pany has also recently
commissioned India's
first 10-ton electric lithi-
um-ion forklift at its
mega aluminium smelter
in Jharsuguda, Odisha.
In addition, it has also in-
ducted 3-ton and 5-ton
electric forklifts for the
first time ever at its
world-class alumina re-
finery in Lanjigarh,
Odisha and also at its
subsidiary BALCO,
India’s iconic aluminium
producer based at Korba,
Chhattisgarh.

This move greatly bol-
sters the sustainable na-
ture of Vedanta
Aluminium’s operations.
Undertaken in collabora-
tion with GEAR (Gemini

Equipment and Rentals
Private Limited) India
and TARON Lift & Move,
it comes as a significant
step forward by Vedanta
Aluminium towards de-
carbonizing its industrial
vehicle fleet. With their
faster and safer battery
charging capabilities,
these forklifts revolution-
ize operational efficiency
while making substantial
contributions to reducing
carbon emissions and
fuel consumption, ulti-
mately contributing to
Vedanta Aluminium’s
goal of achieving net zero
carbon emissions by 2050.

The company has also
committed to decarboniz-
ing 100% of its Light
Motor Vehicle (LMV)
fleet by 2030 and 75% of
its mining fleet by 2035. In
FY23, Vedanta
Aluminium emerged as a
pioneer for the domestic
manufacturing industry
by inducting 27 forklifts
at its plant in
Jharsuguda, among the
largest aluminium
smelters in the world.

Vedanta Aluminium hosts India's largest
fleet of electric lithium-ion forklifts

MP CM Shivraj Singh
Chouhan after handing
over the symbolic key of
a house to beneficiaries
of the Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana, in Indore,
Monday. 

Jitendra Singh 

RESCUE OPERATION

Rescue teams shift flood-affected people to a safer place after overflow of the Badi River following incessant rain-
fall, in Patiala, Monday.

Delhi BJP President Virendra Sachdeva being detained
during a protest against the AAP government over water-
logging in different parts of the national capital during
Monsoon rainfall, in New Delhi, Monday. 

Alleges corruption in
desilting of drains

New Delhi, Jul 10: 

Union Home Minister
and Minister of
Cooperation  Amit Shah
will inaugurate a day-long
mega conclave
“Strengthening PACS
through FPOs” in New
Delhi on July 14. The con-
clave is aimed at dis-
cussing ways to strength-
en Primary Agricultural
Credit Societies (PACS)
through Farmer Producer
Organisations (FPOs).

The conclave will wit-
ness participation of ex-
perts from the sector as
well as members from the
FPOs across the country.
The mega conclave is
being organized by the
National Cooperative
Development Corporation
(NCDC) in collaboration
with the Union Ministry
of Cooperation.

Being collective entities

formed by farmers, en-
abling them to pool re-
sources and enhance their
bargaining power, the
FPOs are one of the major
vehicles for agricultural
transformation. In order
to realize the Prime
Minister Shri Narendra
Modi’s vision of “Sahkar
se Samriddhi” and with
the efforts of Union
Home Minister and
Minister of Cooperation
Shri Amit Shah, recently
a decision was taken to
form 1100 New FPOs in
Cooperative Sector.

With an important ini-
tiative of Ministry of
Cooperation Ministry,
the Ministry of
Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare has recently allo-
cated additional blocks to
NCDC to form and pro-
mote 1100 FPOs in
Cooperative Sector
through strengthening of
PACS under the scheme to
bolster the cooperative
sector and provide com-
prehensive support to
small and marginal 
farmers.

Amit Shah will inaugurate a
day-long mega conclave 
On ‘Strengthening
PACS through FPOs’
in New Delhi on Jul 14 

Jammu, July 10 (PTI): 

Despite the third consec-
utive day of suspension of
the Amarnath Yatra, pil-
grims remain undeterred
and optimistic about visit-
ing the holy cave shrine
even if it means waiting
for days.

The yatra has been sus-
pended due to extensive
damage caused to a sec-
tion of the Jammu-
Srinagar Highway in
Ramban, with more than
7,000 stranded pilgrims in
Jammu, primarily at the
Bhagwati Nagar base
camp, and an additional
5,000 stranded at the
Chanderkot base camp in
Ramban district.

Authorities said inces-
sant rains on Saturday
and Sunday caused un-
precedented damage to the
highway, especially a
stretch in Ramban dis-
trict, forcing its closure.

“Our spirits are high.
We are willing to wait for
ten more days if needed,
but we refuse to return
home without performing

darshan of the ice-lingam
of Lord Shiva at
Amarnath,” said Pramodh
Gupta, a devotee from
Punjab told PTI here.

Gupta added that de-
spite facing challenges
with accommodation and
other facilities, their
group of 29 is eagerly wait-
ing for the administra-
tion’s approval to resume
their journey to Kashmir.

Shobha Devi from
Meerut echoed similar
sentiments and expressed
dissatisfaction with the fa-
cilities due to the heavy in-
flux of pilgrims from out-
side the country.

“We are facing various
problems with accommo-
dation. There is water
shortage here and the ad-
ministration should ad-
dress the issue,” she said.

However, Shobha added
that she and her group
would only return home
after completing their pil-
grimage.

“We will leave only after
completing the yatra to
Amarnath. Barfani Baba
will help us fulfill our

wish,” she affirmed.
“Weather conditions

will not deter us from
going to Amarnath. We
pray to Lord Shiva to im-
prove the weather so that
we can start the yatra and
have Bholey Baba’s dar-
shan,” said Meenakshi
Verma, a devotee from
Punjab.

Sunita Saini from
Punjab’s Jalandhar, who
has been stranded in
Jammu for the past five
days, said, “We are waiting
for the weather to clear up
and the highway to re-
open. We are optimistic
about leaving for
Amarnath.”

There is a huge rush for
accomodation in Jammu
as most of 33 lodging
places and the base camp
is full to its capacity. Even
the parking area of
Jammu base camp is full
with buses carrying pil-
grims who are cooking
food there.

Around 200 to 300 sad-
hus are also camping at
the base camp’s Ram tem-
ple for the past one week.

Amarnath Yatra pilgrims optimistic
despite suspension due to rains
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Arson attack  
Berlin: A Russian citi-
zen has been charged
in Berlin with at-
tempted homicide and
attempted arson for
placing an explosive
or incendiary device
last year in a building
where Russian intelli-
gence officers lived,
prosecutors in the
German capital said
Monday. The 55-year-
old, whose name was
not released, is ac-
cused of placing the
device in an opening
at the building’s base-
ment in late April
2022. It failed to ignite
for reasons that are
unclear and was dis-
covered and defused
only days later.

Sikh jailed
London: A 37-year-old
British Sikh man has
been handed a year’s
jail term after he re-
acted badly and used
excessive force in a
confrontation with an-
other man while driv-
ing in the West
Midlands region of
England. Tirminder
Singh Lallie got out of
his car believing he
had been racially
abused by the other
person and was also
hit by a pole by him.

Snap election 
Tallinn (Estonia):
Uzbekistan’s incum-
bent president,
Shavkat Mirziyoyev,
has overwhelmingly
won a new seven-year
term in a snap elec-
tion in which he faced
three weak opponents,
preliminary results
showed Monday.
Mirziyoyev received
more than 87% of the
vote and each of the
challengers about 4%,
the country’s national
elections commission
said. Sunday’s vote fol-
lowed a constitutional
referendum that ex-
tended presidential
terms from five to
seven years.

Rapper jailed 
Dubai: Iran has sen-
tenced a popular rap-
per to six years and
three months in
prison over his partic-
ipation in protests
that rocked the coun-
try last year, his sup-
porters said on
Monday. A social
media account run by
supporters of Toomaj
Salehi announced the
sentence, as did Ye-
One Rhie, a member of
the German parlia-
ment who has cam-
paigned on his behalf.
There was no immedi-
ate word from Iranian
authorities.

Volcano eruption 
Wellington: A US
honeymoon couple
who survived severe
burns when New
Zealand’s White Island
volcano erupted in
2019 are listed as the
first witnesses to testi-
fy in a trial of tourism
industry operators
over the disaster that
claimed 22 lives.
Prosecutors open their
case in the Auckland
District Court on
Tuesday on health and
safety charges against
six companies and di-
rectors in the Dec 9,
2019, volcanic eruption
at the popular tourist
attraction.

NATO Secretary General
Jens Stoltenberg, left, and
Lithuania’s President
Gitanas Nauseda participate
in a media conference
ahead of a NATO summit in
Vilnius, Lithuania, Monday.

London, Jul 10 (PTI) 

The Indo-Pacific region
and the broader geopoliti-
cal context were among
the topics on the agenda
for talks when British
Prime Minister Rishi
Sunak hosted US
President Joe Biden at 10
Downing Street in London
on Monday.

The US leader arrived in
the UK ahead of a North
Atlantic Treaty
Organisation (NATO)
summit in Lithuania, with
the Russia-Ukraine con-
flict and the West’s sup-
port for the latter central
to the talks. Biden, who
was received by King
Charles III at Windsor
Castle later, hailed the UK-
US relationship as “rock
solid” ahead of his discus-
sions with Sunak.

“Looking ahead to this
week’s NATO Summit, the
Prime Minister and
President Biden agreed on
the need to strengthen our
alliance and maintain our
support for Ukraine,” a
Downing Street spokesper-
son said in a readout of
their discussions.

“They discussed the

progress of the counter-of-
fensive and emphasised
the importance of the
country’s international
partners committing to its
long-term defence, provid-
ing the support Ukraine
needs to win this war and
secure a just and lasting
peace. On broader NATO
issues, they agreed on the
need to ensure that
Sweden has a swift path to

full NATO accession,” the
spokesperson said.

“The Prime Minister
and President Biden also
discussed the broader
geopolitical context, in-
cluding in the Indo-Pacific
and with regard to Iran,”
the spokesperson noted.

It marked the first time
Biden has visited
Downing Street as the US
President and his sixth

meeting with Sunak since
he became Prime Minister
in October last tear.

The US President was
driven in his official vehi-
cle, known as “The Beast”,
with an accompanying se-
curity convoy and posed
for the customary photo-
graph at the famous door
of 10 Downing Street dur-
ing a warm greeting by
Sunak before the British
Indian leader led the visit-
ing dignitary to the gar-
den.

“We stand as two of the
firmest allies in that al-
liance and I know we’ll
want to do everything we
can to strengthen Euro-
Atlantic security,” said
Sunak.

He said it was great to
“carry on our conversa-
tion” following a series of
meetings between the
leaders this year, includ-
ing during his visit to
Washington last month.
Sunak, who will be joining
Biden at the NATO sum-
mit this week, said they
would consider how to
strengthen cooperation
and joint economic securi-
ty to the benefit of citizens
of both countries.

Indo-Pacific on agenda for
Biden-Sunak talks in UK

US President Joe Biden shakes hands with Britain’s Prime
Minister Rishi Sunak, left, outside 10 Downing Street in
London, Monday.

BASTILLE DAY PARADE

Indian soldiers march on the Champs Elysees avenue during a rehearsal for the
Bastille Day parade in Paris, France, Monday.

Kuala Lumpur, Jul 10 (PTI)

Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on Monday
met Malaysia’s top leader-
ship, including Prime
Minister Anwar Ibrahim,
and held talks on a wide
range of issues to further
deepen bilateral defence
and strategic ties.

Singh began his official
engagements with a cere-
monial Guard of Honour
at the defence ministry in
Malaysia. It was followed
by bilateral talks with his
Malaysian counterpart
Mohamad Hasan.

“Called on the Prime
Minister of Malaysia, Mr
@anwaribrahim in Kuala
Lumpur. Deeply appreci-
ate his positive approach
and interest towards fur-
ther deepening India-
Malaysia bilateral rela-
tions,” he tweeted.

The defence minister
conveyed warm greetings
of Prime Minister Modi to
the prime minister of
Malaysia, who appreciated
the strong cultural bonds
between the two nations.

Singh briefed the
Malaysian prime minister
about the “fruitful and
productive” defence dia-
logue held earlier in the
day. The meeting focused
on measures to realise the
full potential of the
Enhanced Strategic
Partnership, according to

an official statement.
“Had an excellent meet-

ing with the Defence
Minister of Malaysia, Mr.
Mohamad Hasan in Kuala
Lumpur today. We re-
viewed the diverse pillars
of the extensive bilateral
defence engagement and
discussed the roadmap for

the 4th Decade of India-
Malaysia Defence
Cooperation,” Singh
tweeted.

Both sides discussed ini-
tiatives to further expand
bilateral defence ties, with
a particular focus on iden-
tifying ways to strengthen
industrial cooperation.
They reaffirmed their
commitment to fully im-
plement the Enhanced
Strategic Partnership
based on mutual trust and
understanding, common
interests and shared val-
ues of democracy and the
rule of law, the statement
said. The two ministers
agreed to the next
Malaysia-India Defence
Cooperation Committee
(MIDCOM) meeting which
is being planned in India
later this year.

Singh highlighted the
potential of the Indian de-
fence industry with the ca-
pacity and capability to co-
operate with the
Malaysian Armed Forces
in its inventory moderni-
sation and maintenance
plans.

Rajnath discusses strengthening of bilateral
ties with Malaysia’s top leadership

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh greets Prime Minister of
Malaysia Anwar Ibrahim during a meeting, in Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia, Monday.

Kathmandu, Jul 10 (PTI) 

Nepal’s Foreign
Minister N P Saud on
Monday underlined the
need for further strength-
ening the Himalayan na-
tion’s ties with India and
China as he asserted that
the relations with one
neighbour should not be
compared with another.

“Both our neighbours

are rising economic pow-
ers and their influence is
increasing... Nepal en-
joys a traditional friend-
ship with both the neigh-
bours,” which needs to be
further nurtured,
Foreign Minister Saud
said while speaking at
the International
Relations Committee of
the House of
Representatives.He said

the relationship with one
neighbour should not be
compared with another
neighbour, according to
his office. “So far as
Nepal’s relations with
the neighbouring coun-
tries are concerned, we
should not feel psycho-
logical pressure and we
need to put our concern
in a transparent man-
ner,” he added.

Nepal needs to further strengthen relations

with India, China: FM Saud

Moscow, Jul 10 (AP) 

Russian President
Vladimir Putin hosted
mercenary chief Yevgeny
Prigozhin at the Kremlin
days after the commander
led a short-lived rebellion,
a senior government
spokesman said on
Monday, the latest twist in
a baffling episode that has
raised questions about the
power and influence held
by both men.

The three-hour meeting
took place on June 29 and
also involved command-
ers from Prigozhin’s
Wagner Group military
contractor, Kremlin
spokesman Dmitry
Peskov said. Putin gave an
assessment of Wagner’s
actions on the battlefield
in Ukraine where the mer-
cenaries have fought
alongside Russian troops
and of the revolt itself.
The Wagner forces
pledged loyalty to Putin,
according to Peskov.

The confirmation that
Putin met face-to-face
with Prigozhin, who led
troops on a march to

Moscow last month in
order to demand a change
of defense minister, was
extraordinary.

Though Putin branded
Prigozhin a traitor as the
revolt unfolded, the crimi-
nal case against the mer-
cenary chief was later
dropped and his ultimate
fate remains unclear.

Adding to the unusual
nature of the meeting was
that until very recently,
Putin had denied any link
between the state and
Prigozhin’s forces.
Though mercenaries are
illegal in Russia, Wagner
troops have fought for
Russian interests around
the globe and played a
vital role in the capture of
Bakhmut in the war’s
longest and bloodiest bat-
tle. But throughout the
war, Prigozhin has criti-
cized decisions made by
Russia’s top military
brass, leading to tensions
with the Kremlin that cul-
minated on June 24 in an
armed mutiny in which
he led his fighters into
Russia.

The rebellion severely

weakened Putin’s authori-
ty, even though Prigozhin
claimed that the uprising
was not aimed at the presi-
dent but at removing
Defence Minister Sergei
Shoigu and military chief
Gen. Valery Gerasimov.
Prigozhin ended his
mutiny after a deal was
brokered for him to go to
Belarus.

Russia’s Defence
Ministry published a
video featuring
Gerasimov on Monday the
first time he has been seen
since the rebellion.

The twin updates ap-
peared to be another at-
tempt by the Kremlin to
show it’s in control after a
turbulent period. But
many questions remain,
including about the deal
that ended Prigozhin’s re-
volt.

Days after the revolt,
Belarusian President
Alexander Lukashenko
said Prigozhin was in
Belarus. But last week the
president said the merce-
nary chief was in Russia
while his troops remained
in their camps.

Putin hosted Russian mercenary leader
Prigozhin after abortive mutiny

Beijing, Jul 10 (PTI) 

Six people, including
three children and a
teacher, were killed and
another injured in a
frightful knife assault at a
kindergarten school in a
revenge attack by a man
in a southern Chinese
city on Monday, the latest
such incident in the 
country.

Photos and video
footage in Chinese social
media showed the man
armed with a long dagger
prowling in a privately-
run school in Lianjiang
City of South China’s
Guangdong province to
attack the victims.

According to witness
accounts published by
the official media outlets,
the victims included one
teacher, two parents and
three children. One per-
son was also injured in
the attack.

The 25-year-old suspect,
surnamed Wu, is a local
resident who apparently
carried out the attack to
seek revenge against one
of the victims for injur-
ing his child in a car acci-
dent and declined to pay
compensation, state-run

Global Times reported.
The assailant was seek-

ing revenge, which could
be the cause of the mur-
der, the report said.

Targeted attacks on
children have come
under the spotlight in re-
cent months as merely
two weeks before
Monday’s tragic incident,
an 8-year-old boy was bru-
tally beaten to death by a
martial arts coach on
June 26, Global Times re-
port said.

The boy had enrolled in
the martial arts training
institution on June 10
and lost his life eight days
later.

As knife attacks have
become a pattern,
China’s Ministry of
Education advised au-
thorities to “effectively
strengthen the safety of
primary and secondary
school and kindergarten
campuses”.

It asked all schools in
the country to “deeply
understand the extreme
importance of maintain-
ing school safety and stu-
dent safety” and ensure
police are at school en-
trances during “impor-
tant times”.

Six persons including three
children killed in knife attack

at kindergarten school 
Islamabad, Jul 10 (PTI) 

Pakistan Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
asked authorities to make
foolproof arrangements
for handling a flood-like
situation in the Ravi,
Chenab, and Sutlej rivers,
directing officials to pre-
pare for timely and safe
evacuations.

Pakistan faced cata-
strophic floods in 2022
which inundated a third of
the country with the
southern province of
Sindh and the southwest-
ern region of Balochistan
being the worst hit.

The deadly floods killed
over 1,200 people and ren-
dered millions of others
without food and shelter.

The National Disaster
Management Authority
cautioned the people and
officials on Sunday to re-
main “vigilant and ready”
as isolated places in
Lahore, Narowal and
Sialkot were expected to
receive heavy rainfall over
the next 24 to 48 hours. It is
estimated that at least 0.9
million people might be
impacted by the rains.

The monsoon system
which started on June 25
has so far resulted in the
death of 80 people while
142 have been injured,
NDMA said in its latest sit-
uation report.

The Flood Forecasting
Division (FFD) predicted
medium to high-level
flooding in the Ravi River

at Jassar. “Moderate level
flooding is expected in the
nullahs of Ravi during the
next 24 hours,” it said.

Chenab at Marala,
Khanki and Qadirabad is
at medium-flood level,
while all the other major
rivers are flowing at their
normal flows, the FFD
said, adding that light to
moderate moist currents
from the Bay of Bengal
were penetrating the
upper catchments of
Sutlej River up to 5,000
feet. Separately, the FFD
forecast widespread rain
and thunderstorms at
isolated places and very
heavy rainfall at one or
two places over the upper
catchments of the Sutlej
River.

PM asks authorities to make arrangements
to face flood-like situation 

JJaakkaarrttaa,,  JJuull  1100  ((AAPP))
Myanmar’s prolonged civil
strife, tensions in the disput-
ed South China Sea and con-
cern over arms buildups in
the region are expected to
dominate the agenda when
Southeast Asia’s top diplo-
mats gather for talks this
week in Indonesia. Russia’s
year-old invasion of Ukraine
and the US-China rivalry will
also be under the spotlight
as US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken, Russian

Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrov and Chinese Foreign
Minister Qin Gang partici-
pate as dialogue partners of
the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations foreign minis-
ters in the Indonesian capital
of Jakarta. North Korea has
yet to say whether its foreign
minister, Choe Son Hui, will
attend the ASEAN Regional
Forum, an annual regional
security meeting. It’s also
unclear who among the key
figures in the world’s most

intractable conflicts will
meet on the sidelines of the
group’s ministerial meetings.
The top diplomats of ASEAN,
which includes Brunei,
Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos,
Malaysia, Myanmar, the
Philippines, Singapore,
Thailand and Vietnam, will
meet Tuesday and
Wednesday before their
other Asian and Western
counterparts join them in
discussions on Thursday and
Friday.

Myanmar violence and sea disputes to dominate ASEAN talks

The Hague, Jul 10 (AP):
Dutch Prime Minister
Mark Rutte, the
Netherlands’ longest
serving premier, said
Monday he will leave poli-
tics after an early general
election sparked by a dis-
pute over migration that
led to his government’s
resignation.

His decision means the
end of nearly 13 years in
power for the conserva-
tive leader sometimes
called “ Teflon Mark “ be-
cause scandals that
plagued his four different

administrations did not
stick to him.

Rutte, the 56-year-old
leader of the People’s
Party for Freedom and
Democracy, or VVD, an-
nounced his decision at a
hastily arranged parlia-
mentary debate to discuss
the fall of his latest gov-
erning coalition.

“Yesterday morning I
made a decision that I will
not be available again as a
leader of the VVD. When
a new Cabinet takes office
after the elections, I will
leave politics,” he said.

Dutch PM Mark Rutte will
leave politics after election



E ducation is the cornerstone of
the bond between India and

the United States. Students from
both countries are learning and
growing alongside each other, dis-
covering the people that they want to
become and building a better world
together. For economies to be robust,
India and US must invest in future
generations. It must be guaranteed
that young people are given the op-
portunity they deserve. India was
never part of the strategy orbit of US
or western countries but now the
United States is considering India as
a partner in cutting-edge technolo-
gies such as 5G, 6G, quantum com-
puting, space exploration, and other
high-end tech fields. 

Indian government's substantial
investments in infrastructure are
driving both investment and con-
sumption, which, in turn, contribute
to economic growth. To maintain
growth momentum, India and the US
need a pipeline of talent. On one
hand, the US has top-class educa-
tional institutions & advanced tech-
nologies. On the other hand, India
has the world's biggest youth facto-
ry. India-US partnership will prove to
be the engine of sustainable and in-
clusive global growth. India also sug-

gested US for starting an India-US
teachers' exchange programme and
hackathons on different issues. 

To increase the engagement of sci-
entists & entrepreneurs across the
world with Indian institutions, we
started GIAN - Global Initiative of
Academic Networks - in 2015. Under
this, 750 faculty members from the
US have come to India. By working
together, both countries can achieve
a safer, healthier, and more wealthy
future for everybody. Sentiment is
positive towards India because there
is hardly any country which has as
strong macroeconomic foundation as
India has today.

Education is not only the founda-
tion upon which our civilization has
been built, it is also the architect of
humanity's future. True knowledge
gives humility. From humility comes
worthiness. From worthiness one
gets wealth. Wealth enables a person
to do good deeds. And, this is what
brings joy. This is why, in India, the
Government has embarked on a ho-
listic and comprehensive journey.
Government of India (GoI) believe
that Foundational Literacy forms a
strong base for our youth. And, that’s
why Government is combining it with
technology. For this, the Government

has started the ''National Initiative
for Proficiency in reading with
Understanding and Numeracy'', or
Nipun Bharat initiative. Foundational
literacy and numeracy have been
identified as a priority to work on it in
a time-bound manner by 2030. The
Government objective is to provide
quality education with better gover-
nance. In this, the GoI has adapted
and use new e-learning innovatively. 

The GoI have taken several initia-
tives of its own. One such pro-
gramme is the ''Study Webs of
Active-learning for Young Aspiring
Minds'', or SWAYAM. This online
platform hosts all courses from Class
Nine to the post-graduate level. It
enables students to learn remotely,
and focuses on access, equity and
quality. With over 34 million enrol-
ments and more than nine thousand
courses, it has become a very effec-
tive learning tool. The GoI also has
the ''Digital Infrastructure for
Knowledge Sharing'' or DIKSHA
Portal. This is aimed at students in
remote areas and those unable to at-
tend regular classes. Teachers utilize
it to deliver school education
through distance learning. It sup-
ports learning in twenty-nine Indian
languages and seven foreign lan-
guages. It has witnessed over 137
million course completions. 

India is now in a position to share
these experiences and resources,
particularly with those in the Global
South. To make our youth future
ready, we need to continuously skill,
re-skill and up-skill them. We need to
align their competencies with evolv-
ing work profiles and practices. The
GoI is undertaking skill mapping. Our
Education, Skill and Labour
Ministries are working in tandem on
this initiative. G-20 countries can un-

dertake skill mapping at the global
level, and find gaps that need to be
plugged. Digital Technology serves
as an equalizer and promotes inclu-
sivity. It is a force multiplier in in-
creasing access to education and
adapting to future needs. 

Today, Artificial Intelligence offers
great potential in the field of learn-
ing, skilling and education. With op-
portunities, technology also poses
challenges. We have to strike the
right balance. The G-20 can play an
important role in this. The GoI has
laid emphasis on research and inno-
vation as well. As such, the GoI has
set up ten thousand ''Atal Tinkering
Labs'' across the country. These are
acting as research and innovation
nurseries for Indian school children.
More than 7.5 million students are
working on more than 1.2 million in-
novative projects in these labs. G20
countries, with their respective
strengths, can play a key role in pro-
moting research & innovation, espe-
cially among the Global South. Now it
is the duty of Higher Education sec-
tor to create a path for increased re-
search collaborations. The GoI has
also identified green transition, digi-
tal transformations and women's
empowerment as accelerators for
achieving Sustainable Development
Goals. Education is at the root of all
these efforts. This would benefit the
whole world in the true spirit of
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam - One
Earth, One Family, One Future.

((AAuutthhoorr  iiss  aann  EEmmiinneenntt  SSoocciiaall
SScciieennttiisstt,,  CCoolluummnniisstt,,  aanndd  pprreesseennttllyy
ppoosstteedd  aass  DDeeaann  aanndd  RReeggiissttrraarr  aatt  DDrr..
BB..  RR..  AAmmbbeeddkkaarr  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  ooff  SSoocciiaall

SScciieenncceess,,  DDrr..  AAmmbbeeddkkaarr  NNaaggaarr
((MMHHOOWW)),,  MMaaddhhyyaa  PPrraaddeesshh::    EEmmaaiill::

ggaassssppuubb@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm))

Chronicle
C E N T R A L

Since  1974  Volume  11  No. 101

Bengal violence 
concerning

Bengal is continuously suffering
from poll violence, political parties
are busy in blaming and fighting
each other. public are losing their
lives but it is not a matter for political
parties, their main objective is only
getting votes. Nothing seems to have
changed. Violence still continues and
people are still dying. They don't un-
derstand that a life is more precious
than one vote. they understand that
vote is vital not voters. it's their mis-
communication that without voters,
vote is impossible. Central Govt is
also silent,it must break its silence on
Bengal Poll violence and resolve the
situation soon rather to politicise.

TTaauuqquueeeerr  RRaahhmmaannii,,  CChheennnnaaii  

Politicians should 
have retirement age
It's a common practice in an ad-

ministration and governance that a
person have a retirement age for a
job role but politicians are exempted
from it whether he/she is an octage-
narian or a nonagenarian, they will
enjoy the office forever. In contrary,
soldiers, bureaucrats, and judges
have a retirement age. Why should
there not be a level playing field for
politicians. There is a minimum age
for qualification of contesting elec-
tions, but ther is no outer limit for
political career. It's nothing but a
avarice and greed of power. 

MMuuzzaakkkkiirr  KKhhaann,,  MMuummbbaaii  

Dynastic Politics
Unraveling the complex web of

political dynamics in Maharashtra is
a challenging task. However, one
thing remains evident: politicians
often prioritize their own interests,
as well as those of their families and
networks, over the welfare of the
state and the nation. Relinquishing a
powerful position is a rare occur-
rence, as leaders prefer to pass the
baton to their relatives when step-
ping down. Politics has transformed
into a profitable family enterprise. It
is crucial to support and elect politi-
cians who embody integrity, ethical
conduct, and a genuine commitment
to serving the public good.

MMKK  NNaaiirr,,  RRaaiippuurr

Democracy at Risk
Recent events in Tamil Nadu and

Maharashtra raise concerns about
the state of democracy. In Tamil
Nadu, corruption allegations led to
the temporary dismissal of a minis-
ter by the Governor, only to be re-
versed later. However, in
Maharashtra, allegations against the
Leader of Opposition did not hinder
his appointment as Deputy Chief
Minister. The BJP's decision to join
hands with the NCP, a party it la-
beled the 'national corruption party,'
undermines both the BJP and the na-
tion. Many politicians prioritize
power over public welfare, disre-
garding the principles of democracy.
The current situation in Maharashtra
is detrimental to the health of
democracy.

BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,  FFaarriiddaabbaadd
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TRAFFIC JAM

Modi’s US visit boost up higher education sector

D ecades ago, career profession-
als were limited to doctors, en-

gineers, lawyers, and those in govern-
ment jobs, which have expanded to
numerous science and commerce op-
tions. However, the most exciting
part of this ‘transformation of ca-
reers’ is its future. What now? What
next? Most sought-after jobs today
didn’t even exist five years ago, and
what might exist 10 years down the
line is quite enthralling in itself.

However, as we dream of what
might be there in our career journey
in the future, let’s look at careers that
are paving the way for the transfor-
mation.

NNeeww--aaggee  ccaarreeeerr  OOppttiioonnss  
1. Ethical Hacking: Many multina-

tionals employ ethical hackers to pro-
tect the organisation’s sensitive and
confidential information. While busi-
ness today is going digital with limit-
less access to anyone who wishes
harm, more data guardians need to
hold the fort, or, you know, a server.

22--  EE--RReettaaiill
Flipkart and Amazon have changed

the way we shop. E-retailers are in
high demand to use their knowledge
of the market and make an already
happy shopping experience even
happier.

33::  GGrraapphhiicc  DDeessiiggnniinngg::  Nobody likes
to read text these days; everyone
likes crisp, straight-forward informa-
tion that pleases the eye. No wonder
graphic designers are the next big
thing in communication.

44::  CCrreeaattiivvee  WWrriittiinngg::  In a sister field
to graphic design, creative writers
develop content that connects, en-

gages, and holds the reader’s atten-
tion.

55::  AApppp  DDeevveellooppmmeenntt::  App develop-
ers use programming to create soft-
ware that matches clients require-
ments and simplifies the functioning
of their businesses.

66::  WWeeddddiinngg  PPhhoottooggrraapphhyy::  Through
photographs, memories last a life-
time. With weddings going larger
than life itself, why shouldn’t the pic-
tures?

77::  RReevviieewwiinngg::  A social media post
is all it takes to make or break the sit-
uation for a new venture. Reviewers
review products and services offered
by different ventures, which may
range across food, gadgets, travel,
and more.

88::  BBllooggggiinngg::  A blogger develops
blog posts that connect with the audi-
ence. They are usually a medium of
self-expression, where the bloggers
express their opinions, beliefs, and
understanding, but some write for or-
ganisations as well, where they detail
the business and its offerings. 

99::  SSoocciiaall  MMeeddiiaa  MMaannaaggeemmeenntt::  One
of the basic principles of marketing is
“jo dikhta hai, wo bikta hai”, Social
media managers build on this and
brand your products in the virtual
space, because when the world is on-
line, why shouldn’t your business be?

1100::  FFaasshhiioonn  SSttyylliinngg  aanndd  PPeerrssoonnaall
SShhooppppiinngg::  Fashion stylists and per-
sonal shoppers do two things: they
assess a client’s style and then go on
a shopping spree to find clothes and
accessories that will look good on
them. Let’s talk Prada, people! 

1111::  IImmaaggee  CCoonnssuullttiinngg::  It has al-

ways been a human need to under-
stand what we look like to other peo-
ple and how we can refine ourselves
to be better individuals. Image con-
sultants do just the job. They work
with people on confidence building,
grooming, body language, and com-
munication on an intrinsic level so
that their outer selves are much more
confident.

1122::  DDaannccee  TThheerraappyy::  Dance helps
release endorphins, and what do en-
dorphins do? They make you happy!
Dance therapists use the combined
vibes of music, dance, and exercise to
take care of your stressful daily af-
fairs. 

1133::  MMaarriinnee  SScciieennccee  aanndd
OOcceeaannooggrraapphhyy:: Marine scientists and
Oceanographers study the complex
relationships in the hydrological cycle
and also examine the underwater
ecosystem. They study climate
change and the impact it can have on
oceans in detail and suggest meas-
ures for prevention and control. 

1144::  WWiillddlliiffee  CCoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn::  Wildlife
conservationists work in the natural
habitat of the wildlife they seek to
conserve and often protect, maintain,
and enhance it. They also study the
causes of the extinction of certain
species, design campaigns, and strive
to protect those on the verge of ex-
tinction. 

1155::  WWiinnee  TTaassttiinngg::  Sommeliers
taste wine and get paid for it. (Dream
Job Alert!). They advise restaurants
on various wine and food combina-
tions and possess deep and compre-
hensive knowledge of wine. They
often curate menus for cafes and

restaurants and travel far and wide in
search of exquisite wines.

1166::  PPeett  GGrroooommiinngg::  Thought fash-
ion, styling, and manicures and pedi-
cures were just limited to humans?
Think otherwise. Pets today, too, are
given luxury treatments, and thus
groomers. Pet grooming is a big fad
in the west and is fast picking up pace
in India as well. 

1177--  YYoouuTTuubbiinngg::  YouTubers believe
in doing it yourself and create
YouTube channels and video blogs to
build subscribers over time. They
publish unique content that connects
with the audience and may range
from documentaries, music videos,
web series, music covers, cooking,
fashion, and more. 

1188::  SSttaanndd--UUpp  CCoommeeddyy::  With the
Indian television industry moving on
from the typical Saas-Bahu sagas and
exploring other genres of entertain-
ment, the demand for stand-up co-
medians is sure to rise. Moreover, the
culture of live comedy shows and on-
line videos is on the rise as well. Who
doesn’t like a good laugh, eh? 

1199::  SSppaa  MMaannaaggeemmeenntt::  They say a
good spa treatment is therapy. Ever
wondered how spa companies get so
many trained professionals? Let’s talk
about a relaxing career, shall we? 

2200::  PPuubblliicc  HHeeaalltthh  EEnnttoommoollooggyy::
Entomology is the study of insects
and their ecosystems. A career in
public health entomology will entail
research on its effects on human
health. Preventing epidemics, one at
a time. 

2211..  HHaabbiittaatt  PPoolliiccyy  aanndd  PPrraaccttiissee::
Habitat policymakers and practition-

ers focus on habitats inhabited by
various species and focus on the
rights, social composition, and activi-
ties of the inhabitants. Their field is
one driven by research, foolproof
planning, and effective execution. 

2222--  PPhhoottoonniiccss::  A fusion of optical
technology and electronics, the field
focuses on the properties of light and
how it can be best put to use. Owing
to the field’s highly specialised na-
ture, photonics specialists are in de-
mand internationally. Professionals
and researchers in the domain of pho-
tonics often apply light to various do-
mains such as medicine, surgery, in-
dustry, research, and even agriculture
and energy. 

2233..  FFllaavvoouurr  CChheemmiissttrryy::  Flavour
chemists make good food better.
Imagine a dark chocolate hazelnut
gelato with strawberry mascarpone
cream. Drooling already? They under-
take extensive education in food and
work with restaurants, pharmaceuti-
cal companies, and food manufactur-
ing giants to improve the aesthetics,
smell, taste, and shelf life of food. 

2244--GGeerroonnttoollooggyy::  Gerontologists
study the social, physical, mental,
and physiological effects of growing
old. Gerontologists find their de-
mand in research and in specialised
health care. They extensively work in
old-age homes, senior citizen facili-
ties, hospitals, and nursing homes to
take care of the elderly. Among the
huge pool of people in conventional
career fields, only some stand out.
They are the ones daring to dream,
following their hearts, and pursuing
new-age careers.

Emerging Career Paths: Shaping the Future

T he news of Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs) venturing be-
yond national borders has sparked great excitement, and right-

fully so. It marks a significant milestone in India's pursuit of global
recognition in higher education. IIT-Madras has taken the lead by be-
coming the first institute to establish an overseas campus. With the
signing of a Memorandum of Understanding with Tanzania, Zanzibar is
set to host an IIT campus starting from October. This progressive step
is followed by IIT-Delhi and IIT-Kharagpur, which will establish their
campuses in the UAE and Malaysia, respectively. The expansion of
IIT's presence worldwide aligns with India's foreign policy and com-
mitment to fostering South-South cooperation. By internationalizing
education through collaborative initiatives, India aims to deepen ties
with recipient countries, promote technological education, enhance
student mobility, and create global research opportunities. However,
this development also sheds light on the underlying challenges faced
by the broader higher education sector in India. Beyond a handful of
esteemed institutions like the IITs and the IISc, many universities and
colleges struggle to achieve global recognition and secure favorable
positions in international rankings. Limited resources, insufficient
funding, and a shortage of qualified faculty hamper their ability to de-
liver quality education to students. The situation becomes particularly
concerning for talented youth residing in rural areas who lack access
to institutions of higher learning that can nurture their skills. The con-
sequence is a significant impact on their employability and their po-
tential to innovate, start businesses, or contribute to research and de-
velopment. Many highly qualified graduates find themselves forced to
settle for jobs that do not match their capabilities, or worse, abandon
their core fields of expertise altogether. To address these challenges,
the government must prioritize empowering India's youth with quality
education while concurrently enhancing the country's global pres-
ence. Investment in education is a crucial component of national de-
velopment, and it is imperative that attention is given to revitalizing
and strengthening the overall higher education sector. Adequate fund-
ing, infrastructure development, and initiatives to attract and retain
qualified faculty must be prioritized to create an enabling environ-
ment for students to excel and institutions to thrive. Additionally, a
comprehensive review of the curriculum and teaching methodologies
is necessary to ensure that graduates possess the necessary skills and
competencies demanded by the evolving job market. Emphasis should
be placed on fostering critical thinking, problem-solving abilities, and
innovation, equipping students with the tools to succeed in the digital
age. Furthermore, collaborations and partnerships between Indian in-
stitutions and foreign universities should be encouraged, enabling
knowledge exchange and cross-cultural learning. These initiatives can
bolster the global standing of Indian universities while providing stu-
dents with exposure to diverse perspectives and research opportuni-
ties. While the expansion of IITs on the global stage is undoubtedly a
noteworthy achievement, it should serve as a catalyst for broader ed-
ucational reforms. The goal should not only be to enhance the reputa-
tion of a few select institutions but to elevate the overall quality of
higher education across the country. This necessitates a comprehen-
sive approach that addresses the systemic challenges faced by univer-
sities and colleges, ensuring that all students have access to quality
education regardless of their geographical location. India's journey to-
wards becoming a global educational powerhouse must be inclusive
and transformative, driven by a commitment to equipping the youth
with the skills, knowledge, and opportunities they deserve. By priori-
tizing quality education and investing in the development of institu-
tions, India can build a strong foundation for the next generation, em-
powering them to contribute meaningfully to the nation's progress
while simultaneously securing its position on the global stage.

IT Expansion

Central Chronicle invites articles, write-ups, and comments on a wide range of
issues for our editorial page. Submissions should be between 800-900 words in
length. In addition, we welcome letters to the editor for this page. While letters

may be edited for clarity, we aim to preserve the integrity of the original message,
and ask that they be kept to around 50-60 words. Submissions can be sent via

email to editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com.

T he Indian political landscape has witnessed a recent uproar fol-
lowing the public airing of a nephew's plea to his uncle, veteran

politician Sharad Pawar, urging him to retire from active politics. This
appeal, driven by concern and frustration, has opened up a broader
debate on the longevity of political careers and the need for reform.
While some view it as a mere display of self-interest, it highlights a
genuine concern shared by citizens across the country. In a democrat-
ic society, every individual possesses the right to pursue their chosen
profession for as long as they are capable and passionate about it. Be
it a singer, writer, or entrepreneur, the opportunity to continue work-
ing is not constrained by an arbitrary age limit. In this light, it is worth
questioning why politicians, particularly those in leadership positions,
are not afforded the same privilege. If the public continues to support
their efforts through endorsements and votes, should they not have
the right to serve indefinitely? On the other hand, we must also con-
sider the importance of a level playing field. Across various sectors,
there are clear limitations on the age of retirement. Soldiers, doctors,
judges, and many others are subject to this rule. In the interest of fair-
ness, shouldn't politicians be subjected to similar boundaries? This is
not to suggest that political careers should be abruptly terminated,
but rather that a reasonable framework be established to ensure that
public offices are not held indefinitely, especially when taxpayer
money and public power are at stake. The recent political maneuver-
ings by Ajit Pawar, using his uncle's refusal to retire as a justification
for his own actions, may be unpalatable. However, it brings to the
fore a longstanding demand of ordinary citizens - the need to set
boundaries on political careers. While politicians should be allowed to
work within their parties or engage in social causes, there must be re-
strictions on holding public office for an extended duration. In this
context, Prime Minister Narendra Modi's endorsement of a retire-
ment age limit is a significant step in the right direction. The
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has embraced the idea, with exceptions
being made on a case-by-case basis. This acknowledgment by the rul-
ing party is commendable, but it is crucial that the conversation ex-
pands beyond party lines. The nation must engage in a rigorous and
inclusive debate to determine the appropriate age limit for political
careers. It is imperative that India considers adopting a model akin to
that of the United States, where the president is limited to serving a
maximum of two terms. Such a restriction ensures fresh perspec-
tives, prevents the consolidation of power, and promotes a healthy
democratic environment. Similarly, a discourse on imposing term lim-
its at the state and national levels would be a significant political re-
form that the country needs. As we seek hope for change, it is not
surprising that many turn to Prime Minister Narendra Modi to lead
this discussion and steer it towards fruition. The time has come for
India to address the issue of political careers and the need for transi-
tion. While it is important to respect an individual's freedom to pur-
sue their passion, it is equally crucial to maintain a fair and account-
able system. By implementing reasonable retirement age limits and
term restrictions, we can ensure a more vibrant and inclusive democ-
racy, fostering new leaders and fresh ideas.

Transcending Tradition
Political Careers and the Need for Change

Empowering Indian Education



E ducation is the cornerstone of
the bond between India and

the United States. Students from
both countries are learning and
growing alongside each other, dis-
covering the people that they want to
become and building a better world
together. For economies to be robust,
India and US must invest in future
generations. It must be guaranteed
that young people are given the op-
portunity they deserve. India was
never part of the strategy orbit of US
or western countries but now the
United States is considering India as
a partner in cutting-edge technolo-
gies such as 5G, 6G, quantum com-
puting, space exploration, and other
high-end tech fields. 

Indian government's substantial
investments in infrastructure are
driving both investment and con-
sumption, which, in turn, contribute
to economic growth. To maintain
growth momentum, India and the US
need a pipeline of talent. On one
hand, the US has top-class educa-
tional institutions & advanced tech-
nologies. On the other hand, India
has the world's biggest youth facto-
ry. India-US partnership will prove to
be the engine of sustainable and in-
clusive global growth. India also sug-

gested US for starting an India-US
teachers' exchange programme and
hackathons on different issues. 

To increase the engagement of sci-
entists & entrepreneurs across the
world with Indian institutions, we
started GIAN - Global Initiative of
Academic Networks - in 2015. Under
this, 750 faculty members from the
US have come to India. By working
together, both countries can achieve
a safer, healthier, and more wealthy
future for everybody. Sentiment is
positive towards India because there
is hardly any country which has as
strong macroeconomic foundation as
India has today.

Education is not only the founda-
tion upon which our civilization has
been built, it is also the architect of
humanity's future. True knowledge
gives humility. From humility comes
worthiness. From worthiness one
gets wealth. Wealth enables a person
to do good deeds. And, this is what
brings joy. This is why, in India, the
Government has embarked on a ho-
listic and comprehensive journey.
Government of India (GoI) believe
that Foundational Literacy forms a
strong base for our youth. And, that’s
why Government is combining it with
technology. For this, the Government

has started the ''National Initiative
for Proficiency in reading with
Understanding and Numeracy'', or
Nipun Bharat initiative. Foundational
literacy and numeracy have been
identified as a priority to work on it in
a time-bound manner by 2030. The
Government objective is to provide
quality education with better gover-
nance. In this, the GoI has adapted
and use new e-learning innovatively. 

The GoI have taken several initia-
tives of its own. One such pro-
gramme is the ''Study Webs of
Active-learning for Young Aspiring
Minds'', or SWAYAM. This online
platform hosts all courses from Class
Nine to the post-graduate level. It
enables students to learn remotely,
and focuses on access, equity and
quality. With over 34 million enrol-
ments and more than nine thousand
courses, it has become a very effec-
tive learning tool. The GoI also has
the ''Digital Infrastructure for
Knowledge Sharing'' or DIKSHA
Portal. This is aimed at students in
remote areas and those unable to at-
tend regular classes. Teachers utilize
it to deliver school education
through distance learning. It sup-
ports learning in twenty-nine Indian
languages and seven foreign lan-
guages. It has witnessed over 137
million course completions. 

India is now in a position to share
these experiences and resources,
particularly with those in the Global
South. To make our youth future
ready, we need to continuously skill,
re-skill and up-skill them. We need to
align their competencies with evolv-
ing work profiles and practices. The
GoI is undertaking skill mapping. Our
Education, Skill and Labour
Ministries are working in tandem on
this initiative. G-20 countries can un-

dertake skill mapping at the global
level, and find gaps that need to be
plugged. Digital Technology serves
as an equalizer and promotes inclu-
sivity. It is a force multiplier in in-
creasing access to education and
adapting to future needs. 

Today, Artificial Intelligence offers
great potential in the field of learn-
ing, skilling and education. With op-
portunities, technology also poses
challenges. We have to strike the
right balance. The G-20 can play an
important role in this. The GoI has
laid emphasis on research and inno-
vation as well. As such, the GoI has
set up ten thousand ''Atal Tinkering
Labs'' across the country. These are
acting as research and innovation
nurseries for Indian school children.
More than 7.5 million students are
working on more than 1.2 million in-
novative projects in these labs. G20
countries, with their respective
strengths, can play a key role in pro-
moting research & innovation, espe-
cially among the Global South. Now it
is the duty of Higher Education sec-
tor to create a path for increased re-
search collaborations. The GoI has
also identified green transition, digi-
tal transformations and women's
empowerment as accelerators for
achieving Sustainable Development
Goals. Education is at the root of all
these efforts. This would benefit the
whole world in the true spirit of
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam - One
Earth, One Family, One Future.

((AAuutthhoorr  iiss  aann  EEmmiinneenntt  SSoocciiaall
SScciieennttiisstt,,  CCoolluummnniisstt,,  aanndd  pprreesseennttllyy
ppoosstteedd  aass  DDeeaann  aanndd  RReeggiissttrraarr  aatt  DDrr..
BB..  RR..  AAmmbbeeddkkaarr  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  ooff  SSoocciiaall

SScciieenncceess,,  DDrr..  AAmmbbeeddkkaarr  NNaaggaarr
((MMHHOOWW)),,  MMaaddhhyyaa  PPrraaddeesshh::    EEmmaaiill::

ggaassssppuubb@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm))
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Bengal violence 
concerning

Bengal is continuously suffering
from poll violence, political parties
are busy in blaming and fighting
each other. public are losing their
lives but it is not a matter for political
parties, their main objective is only
getting votes. Nothing seems to have
changed. Violence still continues and
people are still dying. They don't un-
derstand that a life is more precious
than one vote. they understand that
vote is vital not voters. it's their mis-
communication that without voters,
vote is impossible. Central Govt is
also silent,it must break its silence on
Bengal Poll violence and resolve the
situation soon rather to politicise.

TTaauuqquueeeerr  RRaahhmmaannii,,  CChheennnnaaii  

Politicians should 
have retirement age
It's a common practice in an ad-

ministration and governance that a
person have a retirement age for a
job role but politicians are exempted
from it whether he/she is an octage-
narian or a nonagenarian, they will
enjoy the office forever. In contrary,
soldiers, bureaucrats, and judges
have a retirement age. Why should
there not be a level playing field for
politicians. There is a minimum age
for qualification of contesting elec-
tions, but ther is no outer limit for
political career. It's nothing but a
avarice and greed of power. 

MMuuzzaakkkkiirr  KKhhaann,,  MMuummbbaaii  

Dynastic Politics
Unraveling the complex web of

political dynamics in Maharashtra is
a challenging task. However, one
thing remains evident: politicians
often prioritize their own interests,
as well as those of their families and
networks, over the welfare of the
state and the nation. Relinquishing a
powerful position is a rare occur-
rence, as leaders prefer to pass the
baton to their relatives when step-
ping down. Politics has transformed
into a profitable family enterprise. It
is crucial to support and elect politi-
cians who embody integrity, ethical
conduct, and a genuine commitment
to serving the public good.

MMKK  NNaaiirr,,  RRaaiippuurr

Democracy at Risk
Recent events in Tamil Nadu and

Maharashtra raise concerns about
the state of democracy. In Tamil
Nadu, corruption allegations led to
the temporary dismissal of a minis-
ter by the Governor, only to be re-
versed later. However, in
Maharashtra, allegations against the
Leader of Opposition did not hinder
his appointment as Deputy Chief
Minister. The BJP's decision to join
hands with the NCP, a party it la-
beled the 'national corruption party,'
undermines both the BJP and the na-
tion. Many politicians prioritize
power over public welfare, disre-
garding the principles of democracy.
The current situation in Maharashtra
is detrimental to the health of
democracy.

BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,  FFaarriiddaabbaadd
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TRAFFIC JAM

Modi’s US visit boost up higher education sector

D ecades ago, career profession-
als were limited to doctors, en-

gineers, lawyers, and those in govern-
ment jobs, which have expanded to
numerous science and commerce op-
tions. However, the most exciting
part of this ‘transformation of ca-
reers’ is its future. What now? What
next? Most sought-after jobs today
didn’t even exist five years ago, and
what might exist 10 years down the
line is quite enthralling in itself.

However, as we dream of what
might be there in our career journey
in the future, let’s look at careers that
are paving the way for the transfor-
mation.

NNeeww--aaggee  ccaarreeeerr  OOppttiioonnss  
1. Ethical Hacking: Many multina-

tionals employ ethical hackers to pro-
tect the organisation’s sensitive and
confidential information. While busi-
ness today is going digital with limit-
less access to anyone who wishes
harm, more data guardians need to
hold the fort, or, you know, a server.

22--  EE--RReettaaiill
Flipkart and Amazon have changed

the way we shop. E-retailers are in
high demand to use their knowledge
of the market and make an already
happy shopping experience even
happier.

33::  GGrraapphhiicc  DDeessiiggnniinngg::  Nobody likes
to read text these days; everyone
likes crisp, straight-forward informa-
tion that pleases the eye. No wonder
graphic designers are the next big
thing in communication.

44::  CCrreeaattiivvee  WWrriittiinngg::  In a sister field
to graphic design, creative writers
develop content that connects, en-

gages, and holds the reader’s atten-
tion.

55::  AApppp  DDeevveellooppmmeenntt::  App develop-
ers use programming to create soft-
ware that matches clients require-
ments and simplifies the functioning
of their businesses.

66::  WWeeddddiinngg  PPhhoottooggrraapphhyy::  Through
photographs, memories last a life-
time. With weddings going larger
than life itself, why shouldn’t the pic-
tures?

77::  RReevviieewwiinngg::  A social media post
is all it takes to make or break the sit-
uation for a new venture. Reviewers
review products and services offered
by different ventures, which may
range across food, gadgets, travel,
and more.

88::  BBllooggggiinngg::  A blogger develops
blog posts that connect with the audi-
ence. They are usually a medium of
self-expression, where the bloggers
express their opinions, beliefs, and
understanding, but some write for or-
ganisations as well, where they detail
the business and its offerings. 

99::  SSoocciiaall  MMeeddiiaa  MMaannaaggeemmeenntt::  One
of the basic principles of marketing is
“jo dikhta hai, wo bikta hai”, Social
media managers build on this and
brand your products in the virtual
space, because when the world is on-
line, why shouldn’t your business be?

1100::  FFaasshhiioonn  SSttyylliinngg  aanndd  PPeerrssoonnaall
SShhooppppiinngg::  Fashion stylists and per-
sonal shoppers do two things: they
assess a client’s style and then go on
a shopping spree to find clothes and
accessories that will look good on
them. Let’s talk Prada, people! 

1111::  IImmaaggee  CCoonnssuullttiinngg::  It has al-

ways been a human need to under-
stand what we look like to other peo-
ple and how we can refine ourselves
to be better individuals. Image con-
sultants do just the job. They work
with people on confidence building,
grooming, body language, and com-
munication on an intrinsic level so
that their outer selves are much more
confident.

1122::  DDaannccee  TThheerraappyy::  Dance helps
release endorphins, and what do en-
dorphins do? They make you happy!
Dance therapists use the combined
vibes of music, dance, and exercise to
take care of your stressful daily af-
fairs. 

1133::  MMaarriinnee  SScciieennccee  aanndd
OOcceeaannooggrraapphhyy:: Marine scientists and
Oceanographers study the complex
relationships in the hydrological cycle
and also examine the underwater
ecosystem. They study climate
change and the impact it can have on
oceans in detail and suggest meas-
ures for prevention and control. 

1144::  WWiillddlliiffee  CCoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn::  Wildlife
conservationists work in the natural
habitat of the wildlife they seek to
conserve and often protect, maintain,
and enhance it. They also study the
causes of the extinction of certain
species, design campaigns, and strive
to protect those on the verge of ex-
tinction. 

1155::  WWiinnee  TTaassttiinngg::  Sommeliers
taste wine and get paid for it. (Dream
Job Alert!). They advise restaurants
on various wine and food combina-
tions and possess deep and compre-
hensive knowledge of wine. They
often curate menus for cafes and

restaurants and travel far and wide in
search of exquisite wines.

1166::  PPeett  GGrroooommiinngg::  Thought fash-
ion, styling, and manicures and pedi-
cures were just limited to humans?
Think otherwise. Pets today, too, are
given luxury treatments, and thus
groomers. Pet grooming is a big fad
in the west and is fast picking up pace
in India as well. 

1177--  YYoouuTTuubbiinngg::  YouTubers believe
in doing it yourself and create
YouTube channels and video blogs to
build subscribers over time. They
publish unique content that connects
with the audience and may range
from documentaries, music videos,
web series, music covers, cooking,
fashion, and more. 

1188::  SSttaanndd--UUpp  CCoommeeddyy::  With the
Indian television industry moving on
from the typical Saas-Bahu sagas and
exploring other genres of entertain-
ment, the demand for stand-up co-
medians is sure to rise. Moreover, the
culture of live comedy shows and on-
line videos is on the rise as well. Who
doesn’t like a good laugh, eh? 

1199::  SSppaa  MMaannaaggeemmeenntt::  They say a
good spa treatment is therapy. Ever
wondered how spa companies get so
many trained professionals? Let’s talk
about a relaxing career, shall we? 

2200::  PPuubblliicc  HHeeaalltthh  EEnnttoommoollooggyy::
Entomology is the study of insects
and their ecosystems. A career in
public health entomology will entail
research on its effects on human
health. Preventing epidemics, one at
a time. 

2211..  HHaabbiittaatt  PPoolliiccyy  aanndd  PPrraaccttiissee::
Habitat policymakers and practition-

ers focus on habitats inhabited by
various species and focus on the
rights, social composition, and activi-
ties of the inhabitants. Their field is
one driven by research, foolproof
planning, and effective execution. 

2222--  PPhhoottoonniiccss::  A fusion of optical
technology and electronics, the field
focuses on the properties of light and
how it can be best put to use. Owing
to the field’s highly specialised na-
ture, photonics specialists are in de-
mand internationally. Professionals
and researchers in the domain of pho-
tonics often apply light to various do-
mains such as medicine, surgery, in-
dustry, research, and even agriculture
and energy. 

2233..  FFllaavvoouurr  CChheemmiissttrryy::  Flavour
chemists make good food better.
Imagine a dark chocolate hazelnut
gelato with strawberry mascarpone
cream. Drooling already? They under-
take extensive education in food and
work with restaurants, pharmaceuti-
cal companies, and food manufactur-
ing giants to improve the aesthetics,
smell, taste, and shelf life of food. 

2244--GGeerroonnttoollooggyy::  Gerontologists
study the social, physical, mental,
and physiological effects of growing
old. Gerontologists find their de-
mand in research and in specialised
health care. They extensively work in
old-age homes, senior citizen facili-
ties, hospitals, and nursing homes to
take care of the elderly. Among the
huge pool of people in conventional
career fields, only some stand out.
They are the ones daring to dream,
following their hearts, and pursuing
new-age careers.

Emerging Career Paths: Shaping the Future

T he news of Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs) venturing be-
yond national borders has sparked great excitement, and right-

fully so. It marks a significant milestone in India's pursuit of global
recognition in higher education. IIT-Madras has taken the lead by be-
coming the first institute to establish an overseas campus. With the
signing of a Memorandum of Understanding with Tanzania, Zanzibar is
set to host an IIT campus starting from October. This progressive step
is followed by IIT-Delhi and IIT-Kharagpur, which will establish their
campuses in the UAE and Malaysia, respectively. The expansion of
IIT's presence worldwide aligns with India's foreign policy and com-
mitment to fostering South-South cooperation. By internationalizing
education through collaborative initiatives, India aims to deepen ties
with recipient countries, promote technological education, enhance
student mobility, and create global research opportunities. However,
this development also sheds light on the underlying challenges faced
by the broader higher education sector in India. Beyond a handful of
esteemed institutions like the IITs and the IISc, many universities and
colleges struggle to achieve global recognition and secure favorable
positions in international rankings. Limited resources, insufficient
funding, and a shortage of qualified faculty hamper their ability to de-
liver quality education to students. The situation becomes particularly
concerning for talented youth residing in rural areas who lack access
to institutions of higher learning that can nurture their skills. The con-
sequence is a significant impact on their employability and their po-
tential to innovate, start businesses, or contribute to research and de-
velopment. Many highly qualified graduates find themselves forced to
settle for jobs that do not match their capabilities, or worse, abandon
their core fields of expertise altogether. To address these challenges,
the government must prioritize empowering India's youth with quality
education while concurrently enhancing the country's global pres-
ence. Investment in education is a crucial component of national de-
velopment, and it is imperative that attention is given to revitalizing
and strengthening the overall higher education sector. Adequate fund-
ing, infrastructure development, and initiatives to attract and retain
qualified faculty must be prioritized to create an enabling environ-
ment for students to excel and institutions to thrive. Additionally, a
comprehensive review of the curriculum and teaching methodologies
is necessary to ensure that graduates possess the necessary skills and
competencies demanded by the evolving job market. Emphasis should
be placed on fostering critical thinking, problem-solving abilities, and
innovation, equipping students with the tools to succeed in the digital
age. Furthermore, collaborations and partnerships between Indian in-
stitutions and foreign universities should be encouraged, enabling
knowledge exchange and cross-cultural learning. These initiatives can
bolster the global standing of Indian universities while providing stu-
dents with exposure to diverse perspectives and research opportuni-
ties. While the expansion of IITs on the global stage is undoubtedly a
noteworthy achievement, it should serve as a catalyst for broader ed-
ucational reforms. The goal should not only be to enhance the reputa-
tion of a few select institutions but to elevate the overall quality of
higher education across the country. This necessitates a comprehen-
sive approach that addresses the systemic challenges faced by univer-
sities and colleges, ensuring that all students have access to quality
education regardless of their geographical location. India's journey to-
wards becoming a global educational powerhouse must be inclusive
and transformative, driven by a commitment to equipping the youth
with the skills, knowledge, and opportunities they deserve. By priori-
tizing quality education and investing in the development of institu-
tions, India can build a strong foundation for the next generation, em-
powering them to contribute meaningfully to the nation's progress
while simultaneously securing its position on the global stage.

IT Expansion

Central Chronicle invites articles, write-ups, and comments on a wide range of
issues for our editorial page. Submissions should be between 800-900 words in
length. In addition, we welcome letters to the editor for this page. While letters

may be edited for clarity, we aim to preserve the integrity of the original message,
and ask that they be kept to around 50-60 words. Submissions can be sent via

email to editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com.

T he Indian political landscape has witnessed a recent uproar fol-
lowing the public airing of a nephew's plea to his uncle, veteran

politician Sharad Pawar, urging him to retire from active politics. This
appeal, driven by concern and frustration, has opened up a broader
debate on the longevity of political careers and the need for reform.
While some view it as a mere display of self-interest, it highlights a
genuine concern shared by citizens across the country. In a democrat-
ic society, every individual possesses the right to pursue their chosen
profession for as long as they are capable and passionate about it. Be
it a singer, writer, or entrepreneur, the opportunity to continue work-
ing is not constrained by an arbitrary age limit. In this light, it is worth
questioning why politicians, particularly those in leadership positions,
are not afforded the same privilege. If the public continues to support
their efforts through endorsements and votes, should they not have
the right to serve indefinitely? On the other hand, we must also con-
sider the importance of a level playing field. Across various sectors,
there are clear limitations on the age of retirement. Soldiers, doctors,
judges, and many others are subject to this rule. In the interest of fair-
ness, shouldn't politicians be subjected to similar boundaries? This is
not to suggest that political careers should be abruptly terminated,
but rather that a reasonable framework be established to ensure that
public offices are not held indefinitely, especially when taxpayer
money and public power are at stake. The recent political maneuver-
ings by Ajit Pawar, using his uncle's refusal to retire as a justification
for his own actions, may be unpalatable. However, it brings to the
fore a longstanding demand of ordinary citizens - the need to set
boundaries on political careers. While politicians should be allowed to
work within their parties or engage in social causes, there must be re-
strictions on holding public office for an extended duration. In this
context, Prime Minister Narendra Modi's endorsement of a retire-
ment age limit is a significant step in the right direction. The
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has embraced the idea, with exceptions
being made on a case-by-case basis. This acknowledgment by the rul-
ing party is commendable, but it is crucial that the conversation ex-
pands beyond party lines. The nation must engage in a rigorous and
inclusive debate to determine the appropriate age limit for political
careers. It is imperative that India considers adopting a model akin to
that of the United States, where the president is limited to serving a
maximum of two terms. Such a restriction ensures fresh perspec-
tives, prevents the consolidation of power, and promotes a healthy
democratic environment. Similarly, a discourse on imposing term lim-
its at the state and national levels would be a significant political re-
form that the country needs. As we seek hope for change, it is not
surprising that many turn to Prime Minister Narendra Modi to lead
this discussion and steer it towards fruition. The time has come for
India to address the issue of political careers and the need for transi-
tion. While it is important to respect an individual's freedom to pur-
sue their passion, it is equally crucial to maintain a fair and account-
able system. By implementing reasonable retirement age limits and
term restrictions, we can ensure a more vibrant and inclusive democ-
racy, fostering new leaders and fresh ideas.

Transcending Tradition
Political Careers and the Need for Change

Empowering Indian Education
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Power projects

Hamirpur: Delays in
the completion of
power projects result
in financial losses for
the state and therefore
the timely completion
of these projects
should be ensured,
said Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu. Reviewing the
progress in a meeting
at Hamirpur on
Saturday late evening,
Sukhu emphasized on
the need to expedite
ongoing power proj-
ects in the state and
said that the state
aims to commission
628 MW of hydroelec-
tric projects by March
2027. In a statement is-
sued here on Sunday,
he said that the 628
MW projects include
the 450 MW Shongtong
Karchham project by
July 2025, the 48 MW
Chanju-3 Hydro
Electric project by
March 2027 and the 130
MW Kashang-2 and 3
projects by June 2026.

Conclave 
inauguration

New Delhi: Union
home and cooperation
minister Amit Shah
will inaugurate a day-
long conclave to dis-
cuss ways to strength-
en Primary
Agricultural Credit
Societies (PACS)
through Farmer
Producer
Organisations (FPOs)
in the national capital
on Friday. Currently,
there are more than
95,000 PACS, of which
only about 63,000
PACS are functional.
The PACS have a huge
member base of
around 13 crore farm-
ers, out of which more
than 86 per cent of
farmers in the coun-
try are small and mar-
ginal. There is a need
to facilitate these
farmers with access to
improved technology,
credit, better input
and markets.

Courtesy call

New Delhi: Union
Finance and
Corporate Affairs
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on
Monday called on
President Droupadi
Murmu at the
Rashtrapati Bhavan
here. The meeting
comes amid a buzz
over a possible reshuf-
fle of the Union coun-
cil of ministers.
“Union Minister of
Finance and
Corporate Affairs, Mrs
Nirmala Sitharaman,
called on President
Droupadi Murmu at
Rashtrapati Bhavan,”
the President’s office
tweeted along with a
picture of the meeting.

New Delhi, Jul 10:  

The government has
asked the Indian Banks’
Association (IBA) to initi-
ate the process of negotia-
tions for the 12th Bi-partite
settlement in a time-bound
manner and to finalise it
by December 1, 2023, said a
senior official. The wage
revision for employees
and officers of the public
sector banks is due from
November 1, 2022. The
early wage revision would
help improve working con-
ditions and incentivise the
banking sector employees,
the official said. Further,
the official said, the fi-
nance ministry has asked
IBA to ensure that all fu-
ture wage negotiations
should be finalised before
the beginning of the sub-
sequent period so that the
wage revision could be im-
plemented from the due
date itself. As a part of the
settlement, the IBA is ex-
pected to engage in dia-

logues with the employees’
Unions/ Associations and
work out to arrive at a mu-
tually agreeable wage set-
tlement. The government
has stressed the impor-
tance of fairness and equi-
ty in the revision, ensur-
ing that the compensation
structure remains compet-
itive with other players in
the banking industry, the
official said.

“Wage settlement for
banks has always been a
tedious and time-consum-
ing process with bank
managements, represent-
ed by IBA, and employees’
unions engaging in tough
negotiations. Historically,
delays of 2-3 years in wage
settlement have led to a
substantial accumulation
of arrears, which are
eventually disbursed in a
lump-sum. “This contrasts
with the more sustainable
approach of integrating
the revised wages into the
regular monthly salaries,”
said the official.

Highlighting that the
banking sector is the back-
bone of the Indian econo-
my, the official said it is in-
cumbent upon the man-
agement of banks to en-
sure that employees are
adequately compensated
and it is necessary for the
health and stability of the
entire economy as well. It
also comes at a time when
the financials of the
Public Sector Banks are
healthy with the net prof-
its almost tripled to Rs 1.04
lakh crore in FY’23 as com-
pared to Rs Rs 36,270 crore
earned in FY’14.

At the same time, the
Return on Assets (ROA) in
PSBs rose from 0.51 per
cent in FY’14 to 0.78 per
cent, while Net Interest
Margin (NIM) has also in-
creased from 2.73 per cent
to 3.23 per cent in FY’23.
Wage settlement talks nor-
mally benefit employees of
public sector banks, old
generation private banks
and some foreign banks.

Finmin asks IBA to finalise
wage revision of bankers

of PSU banks by Dec 1
photo 10busi

New Delhi, Jul 10:
Hyundai Motor India on
Monday forayed into the
entry-level SUV segment
in the country with the
launch of all-new model
Exter, with introductory
prices ranging between Rs
5.99 lakh and Rs 9.31 lakh
(ex-showroom). The
model, which competes di-
rectly with Tata Motors
Punch, comes powered by
a 1.2-litre petrol engine
mated with both manual
and automatic variants.
The five-speed manual
trims, which deliver fuel
efficiency of 19.4 km per
litre are priced between Rs
5.99 lakh and Rs 9.31 lakh.
The five-speed automatic
variant is tagged at Rs 7.96
lakh with a claimed fuel ef-
ficiency of 19.2 km per
litre. The CNG trim is
priced at Rs 8.23 lakh with
an efficiency of 27.1 km
per kg. Speaking at the
launch, Hyundai Motor
India MD and CEO Unsoo
Kim said with the launch
of Exter, the automaker
has now become a full-
range SUV manufacturer

in the country. He noted
that the company has in-
vested Rs 950 crore on the
development of the model.
Outlining Hyundai’s com-
mitment to the Indian
market, Kim said the au-
tomaker has recently an-
nounced a Rs 20,000-crore
investment spread over
ten years to enhance pro-
duction capacity, intro-
duce electric models and
set up a battery pack unit
in Tamil Nadu. The com-
pany is looking to enhance
its annual production ca-

pacity to 8.5 lakh units per
annum from 8.2 lakh units
currently at its Chennai-
based plant, he added.
Hyundai Motor India COO
Tarun Garg noted that the
model would help in bring-
ing additional volumes to
the company while
strengthening its overall
SUV portfolio. “Exter is
our eighth SUV model in
the country. With this, now
we are the only company
to offer products in the six
SUV sub-segments,” he
added.

Hyundai drives in micro SUV Exter
with price starting at Rs 5.99 lakh

MD & CEO, Hyundai Motor India Ltd. Unsoo Kim with
COO, Hyundai Motor India Ltd. Tarun Garg at the

launch of Hyundai Exter, in Gurugram, Monday, July 10.

Inflow in equity
mutual fund hit 
3-month high 

at Rs 8,637 cr in June
New Delhi, Jul 10:
Driven by buoyant SIP
flows, equity mutual
funds attracted Rs 8,637
crore in June, making it
the highest net inflow in
three months, amid a
rally in the stock market.
This was way higher than
Rs 3,240 crore inflow seen
in May and Rs 6,480 crore
in April. Before that, the
net inflow was Rs 20,534
crore in March, data re-
leased by the Association
of Mutual Funds in India
(Amfi) showed on
Monday. “June net num-
bers were a tad higher
than May. Some profit
booking at higher levels to
maintain asset allocation
is not ruled out but in-
vestors continue to keep
investing through SIPs
(Systematic Investment
Plans) and STPs
(Systematic Transfer
Plans),” Manish Mehta,
National Head and Sales,
Marketing & Digital
Business at Kotak
Mahindra Asset
Management Company,
said. Inflow through SIP
was at Rs 14,734 crore last
month as compared to Rs
14,749 crore in May.

New Delhi, Jul 10:  

Toy manufacturers have
urged the government to
resolve a GST (Goods and
Services Tax) anomaly
and immediate roll-out of
the production linked in-
centive scheme to boost
the growth of the sector.
These issues were raised
by the industry during a
meeting called by the
Department for Promotion
of Industry and Internal
Trade (DPIIT) on July 8
here. The meeting was at-
tended by representatives
of global and domestic toy
manufacturers, retailers,
associations, and govern-
ment officials to discuss
the opportunities in the
domestic toy sector. It was

chaired by DPIIT
Secretary Rajesh Kumar
Singh. Toy Association of
India (TAI) Senior Vice-
President and Little
Genius Toys CEO Naresh
Gautam, who attended the
meeting, said that besides
PLI and GST, the industry
has urged for resumption

of Credit Linked Capital
Subsidy Scheme (CLCSS).

“PLI is the need of the
hour as it would help in
tapping huge business op-
portunities,” Gautam, who
has been making wooden
toys for the last 32 years,
said. He added that it is a
labour intensive sector

and support measures by
the government would
help in creating jobs and
increasing exports. “We
train unskilled people for
jobs, particularly women
workers. We are more
competitive than China,”
Gautam said. Another in-
dustry official said that
the meeting was a major
platform to interact with
the government, global
players and domestic man-
ufacturers. Sharing simi-
lar views, Toy Association
of India Chairman Manu
Gupta said that a lot of is-
sues were raised such as
standard input output
norms (SION) for all toys,
and resumption of credit
linked capital subsidy
scheme.

Toy industry seeks resolution 
of GST anomaly, PLI scheme

New Delhi, Jul 10: 

Taiwan’s Foxconn has
withdrawn from a USD
19.5 billion semiconduc-
tor joint venture with
mining baron Anil
Agarwal’s Vedanta Ltd as
the venture struggled to
get a technology partner
to make chips that are
used in mobile phones to
refrigerators and cars. In
a statement, Foxconn, the
world’s largest contract
electronics maker, said it
“has determined it will
not move forward on the
joint venture with
Vedanta.” Agarwal’s met-
als-to-oil conglomerate
responded saying it was
“fully committed to its
semiconductor fab proj-

ect and we have lined up
other partners to set up
India’s first foundry.” It
however did not give de-
tails of the new partners.
Foxconn, best known for
assembling iPhones and
other Apple products,
and Vedanta last year
signed a pact to set up
semiconductor and dis-
play production plants in
Gujarat. European chip-
maker ST
Microelectronics was
being roped in as a tech-
nology partner for the
venture but talks were
deadlocked. Most of the
world’s chips are manu-
factured in a handful of
countries and India,
which expects its semi-
conductor market to be

worth USD 63 billion by
2026, is a late entrant.
Three applications - one
from the Vedanta-
Foxconn joint venture,
another from a global
consortium of ISMC and
one from Singapore-
based IGSS Ventures -
were received in response
to the government’s in-
centive scheme for local
manufacture of semicon-
ductors.

The other two applica-
tions too haven’t made
much progress. Just last
week, Vedanta an-
nounced that it will ac-
quire the semiconductor
and display glass units
from group company
Twin Star Technologies
Ltd.

Foxconn junks $19.5 bn Vedanta chip plan
Vedanta says other investors lined up

Mumbai, Jul 10:  

Benchmark Sensex and
Nifty advanced in a
volatile trade on Monday,
driven by heavy buying in
index major Reliance
Industries and unabated
foreign fund inflows.
Bouncing back from
Friday’s decline, the 30-
share BSE Sensex gained
63.72 points or 0.10 per cent
to settle at 65,344.17.
During the day, it climbed
353.04 points or 0.54 per
cent to 65,633.49. The NSE
Nifty advanced 24.10
points or 0.12 per cent to
end at 19,355.90.
Correction in IT counters
ahead of their quarterly
earnings announcements
restricted the gains.

From the Sensex pack,
Reliance Industries
jumped the most by 3.78

per cent, helping the index
close in green. Tata Steel,
Bharti Airtel, IndusInd
Bank, Kotak Mahindra
Bank, UltraTech Cement,
ICICI Bank and Tata

Motors were the other
biggest gainers. Titan,
HCL Technologies, Power
Grid, Tata Consultancy
Services, Wipro,
Hindustan Unilever, Axis

Bank and Nestle were
among the major laggards.

“Indian equities faced
broad-based weakness, but
the benchmark managed
to stay marginally positive
with the support of strong
buying in heavyweight
stocks. The weakness was
led by IT stocks, as the sec-
tor is set to kick off the Q1
result season with expec-
tations of soft earnings.

Additionally, cues from
the US markets are un-
favourable, as concerns
about another rate hike
persist despite expecta-
tions of a fast cooling of
future US CPI inflation
data, said Vinod Nair,
Head of Research at Geojit
Financial Services.
“Markets oscillated in a
narrow range and ended
marginally in the green
amid mixed cues.

Sensex, Nifty edge higher on RIL boost, FII inflows
New Delhi, Jul 10: 

The rupee consolidated
in a narrow range and set-
tled for the day higher by 3
paise at 82.58 against the
US dollar on Monday, amid
a muted trend in domestic
equities. Rupee is trading
in a narrow range as the
softness in the US dollar
and sustained FII inflows
were negated by risk aver-
sion in global markets,
forex traders said. At the
interbank foreign ex-
change market, the local
unit opened at 82.65
against the US dollar and
settled at 82.58 (provision-
al), up 3 paise over its pre-
vious close. During the
day, the domestic unit wit-
nessed an intra-day high of
82.55 and a low of 82.65. On

Friday, the rupee had set-
tled at 82.61 against the
dollar. The dollar index,
which gauges the green-
back’s strength against a
basket of six currencies,
rose 0.11 per cent to 102.38.
Brent crude futures, the
global oil benchmark, de-
clined 0.74 per cent to USD
77.89 per barrel. “We ex-

pect the rupee to trade
with a negative bias on
risk aversion in global
markets and rising bond
yields in the major global
economies and expecta-
tions of further rate hikes
to tame inflation.

However, some softness
in the US dollar and sus-
tained FII inflows may
support rupee at lower lev-
els,” Anuj Choudhary -
Research Analyst at
Sharekhan by BNP
Paribas. Choudhary fur-
ther noted that market
participants may remain
cautious ahead of India’s
inflation and IIP data and
US inflation and PPI data
this week. “We expect the
USDINR spot to trade be-
tween 82.20 to 83.20 in the
near-term,” he said.

Rupee rises 3 paise to close 
at 82.58 against US dollar

New Delhi, Jul 10: 

Private equity (PE) in-
vestment in real estate de-
clined 5 per cent year-on-
year in April-June to USD
1.9 billion because of high
interest rates, according to
Anarock. PE inflows stood
at USD 2 billion in the year-
ago period. Real estate con-
sultant Anarock has come
out with a report titled
‘FLUX Q1 FY24 Market
Monitor for Capital Flows
in Indian Real Estate’. “PE
activity marginally de-
clined by 5 per cent in Q1
FY24 given the elevated in-
terest rates,” the report
said. PE inflows stood at
USD 1.4 billion in the first
quarter of 2021-22, USD 0.2
billion in Q1 FY21 and USD
1.7 billion in Q1 FY20. As

per the data, foreign in-
vestors accounted for 94
per cent of the PE invest-
ments, while the share of
domestic fund was 6 per
cent. PE funding remained
dominated in form of equi-
ty, which contributed 94
per cent to the total inflow.
Anarock noted that the
“overall activity remained
muted with headline num-
bers boosted by a large sin-
gle deal with assets across
locations.” In May,
Brookfield India REIT
(BIRET) and Singapore’s
GIC announced an equal
partnership to acquire two
commercial properties in
India for USD 1.4 billion.

Out of the total inflow, 90
per cent came in office as-
sets during April-June. In
the year-ago period, 68 per
cent of the PE inflow came
from office assets. Shobhit
Agarwal, MD & CEO of
Anarock Capital, said,
“Excluding this deal, pri-
vate equity activity re-
mained subdued owing to
a high interest rate envi-
ronment and global uncer-
tainties.” “PE transactions
in Indian real estate are, in
any case, tilted towards eq-
uity investments in office
assets by foreign investors.
The single large deal be-
tween the consortium of
GIC and Brookfield REIT
with Brookfield AMC has
further skewed the mix
during the quarter,”
Agarwal said.

Pvt equity inflow in realty sector
down 5 pc to USD 1.9 bn in Apr-Jun

 Foreign investors
share at 94 pc

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuull  1100::  Utkarsh
Small Finance Bank on Monday
said it has fixed a price band of
Rs 23-25 a share for its Rs 500-
crore initial public offering
(IPO). The Varanasi-headquar-
tered small finance bank’s
(SFB) IPO will open for public
subscription during July 12-14. 

The bidding for anchor
investors will open on July 11,
the lender announced. Utkarsh
is looking to raise Rs 500 crore
through its IPO, which is a
completely fresh issue of equi-
ty shares.  Proceeds from the
fresh issue will be utilized to
augment the lender’s tier 1
capital base to meet future
capital requirements. Investors
can bid for a minimum of 600
equity shares and in multiples
of 600 equity shares thereafter.
Utkarsh commenced opera-

tions in 2017 and its product
suite includes a range of
deposit products including sav-
ing accounts, salary accounts,
current accounts, recurring
and fixed deposits, and locker
facilities.

As of March 2023, the
lender’s operations were
spread across 26 states and
Union Territories with 830
banking outlets serving 3.6 mil-
lion customers majorly located
in rural and semi-urban areas
primarily in Bihar and Uttar
Pradesh. The bank’s gross loan
portfolio has grown to Rs
13,957.11 crore as of March 31,
2023, from Rs 8,415.66 crore as
of March 31, 2021. Its disburse-
ments increased to Rs
12,442.89 crore in fiscal 2023
from Rs 5,914.01 crore in fiscal
2021.

Utkarsh Small Finance Bank
IPO to open on Jul 12; sets

price band at Rs 23-25/share
NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuull  1100::  

Power consumption grew by
4.4 per cent to 139.23 billion
units in June this year com-
pared to last year. In the year-
ago period, power consump-
tion stood at 133.26 billion
units (BU), higher than 114.48
BU in June 2021, according to
government data. The peak
power demand met, which is
the highest supply in a day,
rose to 223.23 GW in June 2023.
The peak power supply stood
at 211.72 GW in June 2022 and
191.24 GW in June 2021. The
power ministry had estimated
the country’s electricity
demand to touch 229 GW dur-
ing the summer season. But
the demand did not reach the
projected level in April-May
this year due to unseasonal

rains. Power consumption was
affected in March, April and
May this year due to wide-
spread rains in the country.
Experts said that unseasonal
rains in March, April and May
affected the power consump-
tion in the country. However,
they stated that the power con-
sumption growth was not that
bad in June this year. 

Rains reduced the demand
for electricity as people used
fewer cooling appliances com-
pared to the previous year,
according to experts. 

Further, experts had
expressed hope that power
consumption and demand
would grow from June
onwards, due to further
improvement in economic
activities as well as a rise in
temperature.

Power consumption 
grows by 4.4 pc to 139.23

billion units in June



ACROSS
1. Small tastes
5. She, in Valencia
9. Window blind
14. Musician ____ Clapton
15. Sly glance
16. Spud
17. Comedian ____ Carvey
18. “The Diary of ____ Frank”
19. Fragrance
20. Natural reduction in staff
22. Office notes

23. Trinity’s boyfriend
24. Expire
25. French pal
27. Advertising lights
29. Song of praise
34. Brightness
37. Formal procession
38. Beasts of burden
39. Navy officer (abbr.)
41. Pub beverages
42. Erase
45. Meetings
48. Light bulb inventor

49. Consumed
50. Scarlet
52. Uncle ____
53. Curvy turn
56. San Antonio shrine
60. Showing feelings
63. Actress ____ Sarandon
64. Traffic barrier
65. Out of work
66. Vigilant
67. The ____ Office
68. Suffer defeat
69. Socrates’ student
70. Depend
71. Barter

DOWN
1. Family car
2. Angry
3. Spotted horse
4. Old wound
5. Ecstacy
6. Indulgence
7. Carson’s successor
8. Fight site
9. Staying power
10. Rabbit’s kin
11. Potent particle
12. Dealer’s car
13. Periods in history
21. Bright thought
26. Tourist’s aid
27. Baseball teams
28. ____ of humor
30. Teach
31. Angelic symbol

32. Biblical locale
33. Disorder
34. Was a passenger
35. Chopped down
36. Food shop
40. Not year-round
43. The Blue Jays’ city
44. Vane letters
46. Majestic
47. Tractor-trailer
51. Room design
53. Finance
54. Chip dip
55. Slumber
56. PDQ’s kin
57. Soothe
58. Floating
59. Store
61. Change residences
62. Lubricates
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TT he brand-new campaign
promo for the 15th season

of the audience-adored show,
'Kaun Banega Crorepati' has
captivated one and all! ‘Badal
raha hai desh, badal raha hai
Kaun Banega Crorepati’ - host
Amitabh Bachchan has mes-
merized the nation with his
lyrical narration in this capti-
vating video. 

His poetic rendition of the
promo dialogues was set to the
upbeat music composed by
Rohan – Vinayak, which culmi-
nated in Mr Bachchan hum-
ming the iconic tune of the
reality quiz show. Echoing in
the hearts of KBC fans, the
effervescent Amitabh
Bachchan’s voice sets the tone
for a fresh avatar of the show,
in tune with the changes that
the country/its people have
embraced. Fans of the legend –

Amitabh Bachchan, Rohan and
Vinayak have previously given
music to films like 'Pink' and
'Sarkar 3' and '102 Not Out'.
And now, they’ve breathed new
life into the iconic theme tune
of Kaun Banega Crorepati. But
it was the genius addition of
using Mr Bachchan’s voice to
hum the iconic theme that has

taken the nation by storm.
Talking about the ideation and
execution of the tune, Rohan
said, "The tune of KBC 15 is
registered in our hearts and
minds and is unique to the
show. Our first thought, behind
making Mr Bachchan hum the
theme tune, was that both the
host and tune are the identity

of the show and therefore, it
only seemed right for us to
bring them both together to
invite the viewers to a new
season.” Vinayak also echoed
this sentiment, saying, "We
have been fans of the legend
since we were kids and having
worked with him before, we
know that his voice has that
power and that allure which
brings this country together.
Thus, Rohan and I brain-
stormed, and we struck this
chord. 

To have the face of the show,
also be the voice of this video
.” The megastar’s deep bari-
tone complements his musical
delivery through the promo, in
which the expression naye
armaan, nayi muskaan, naye
aasmaan liye sets the stage for
Kaun Banega Crorepati Season
15, jald hi ek naye roop mein.

Amitabh's lyrical narration in the KBC15
promo takes the nation by storm!

Janhvi Kapoor
deeply moved by 
visit to Auschwitz

during ‘Bawaal’ shoot
J anhvi Kapoor, the talented Bollywood actress, re-

vealed that her visit to the Auschwitz concentra-
tion camp during the shooting of the upcoming film
'Bawaal' had a profound and lasting impact on her.
Directed by renowned filmmaker Nitesh Tiwari,
'Bawaal' features glimpses of World War II and the
haunting history of the concentration camp. While
discussing her favorite shooting location, Kapoor ex-
pressed her love for Amsterdam but emphasized the
significance of their visit to Auschwitz in Poland. She
described it as a deeply moving experience that
heightened their awareness of the weighty subject
matter they were addressing in the film. Kapoor
shared that the visit left an indelible impression on
her as well as her co-star, Varun Dhawan.

'Bawaal', a collaboration between Sajid
Nadiadwala's Nadiadwala Grandson Entertainment,
Ashwiny Iyer Tiwari, and Nitesh Tiwari's Earthsky
Pictures, showcases various picturesque locations.
However, it is the inclusion of Auschwitz that adds a
poignant layer to the film, shining a light on the atroc-
ities committed during World War II and the
Holocaust.

The eagerly anticipated film will have its global
premiere on Prime Video on July 21, captivating audi-
ences with its powerful storytelling and thought-pro-
voking themes. As 'Bawaal' brings history to life on
the screen, Kapoor's emotional journey at Auschwitz
serves as a reminder of the importance of exploring
and acknowledging the past.

FF ormer 'Bigg Boss 13' contest-
ant Arti Singh recently shared

her perspective on the challenges
faced by participants in the
renowned reality show and the
demanding nature of its format.
Singh, who experienced the inten-
sity of the show firsthand, empha-
sized that the 'Bigg Boss' house is
not an easy place to be in. Singh's
comments came in response to a
recent episode of 'Bigg Boss OTT
2', where television personality
Cyrus Broacha expressed his
struggle with the pressures of
being inside the house. Broacha
appealed to both Bigg Boss and
host Salman Khan, seeking per-
mission to exit the ongoing reality
show. However, he was informed
by Salman and Bigg Boss that

such an option was only available
when the audience voted him out.
Reflecting on Broacha's situation,
Singh stated that the 'Bigg Boss'
house can be draining, particularly
for individuals unaccustomed to
political dynamics or lacking in
patience. She acknowledged that
contestants may feel trapped and
desirous of leaving. However, she
emphasized the importance of
resilience, saying, "Their strength
lies in not giving up. They don't
have to prove anything to anyone;
it's their own journey. Even I have
experienced panic attacks, but
one has to be stronger than any
given situation. I'm sure he will

fight it." 'Bigg Boss OTT 2' is cur-
rently streaming on JioCinema,
captivating viewers with its high
drama and unpredictable twists.
The show's demanding environ-
ment pushes contestants to their
limits, testing their emotional and
strategic capabilities. As 'Bigg
Boss' continues to captivate audi-
ences with its unique blend of
entertainment and intense chal-
lenges, the insights shared by for-
mer contestants like Arti Singh
shed light on the behind-the-
scenes struggles faced by partici-
pants. With each season, the show
remains a compelling platform
that pushes contestants to discov-
er their inner strength while navi-
gating the intricate politics of the
'Bigg Boss' house.

Arti Singh
opens up about the
demanding nature 
of ‘Bigg Boss’ House

G one are the days
when movies show-

cased female actors as
mere damsels in distress
waiting for their knights
in shining armours.
Over the years, Indian
Cinema has witnessed
several Sheroes fighting
their own battles in true
badass styles! 

From firing guns to
packing a punch, our
leading ladies can do it
all. Denoting the para-
digm shift in the narra-
tives of female represen-
tation, actors are taking
up strong characters
that mirror the empow-
ered women of the soci-
ety. Here’s a look at
some of the most im-
pressive performances
by female actors that
broke the mould to re-
veal their unapologetic
strong sides:

Alia Bhatt:
Shedding the glam

image, Alia Bhatt deliv-
ered one of her finest
performances as the
rural, migrant girl in
Udta Punjab. Rising
above the atrocities of
situations, Alia’s char-
acter exhibits the true
strength of women by
fighting her battles
fiercely in the transition
from a daily wage work-
er to a drug peddler and
beyond.

Anushka Sharma:
Having played the

quintessential bubbly
girl in her previous
films, Anushka Sharma
broke the mould with a
bang in her maiden pro-
duction NH10.
Challenging the gender
stereotypes, Anushka
Sharma’s raw and
power-packed action se-
quences set with the
backdrop of the fight
against social evils con-
nected with the audi-
ence earning her prais-
es and love for her per-
formance.

Rani Mukherjee: 
Rani Mukherjee’s

Shivani Shivaji Roy in
Mardaani broke the
clutter of the male-dom-
inated cop spectrum.
Her fearless and savage
attitude impressed
everyone rooting for her
victory over the racket
of flesh trade.
Channelling the angry
young woman persona,

Rani Mukherjee’s
Mardaani was a strong
message for women to
be their own Sheroes.

Deepika Padukone:
Ram-Leela presented

Deepika Padukone in an
all-new avatar. Being un-
apologetic in her de-
meanour, Leela was a
total street-smart girl
who fought her battles
with head held high.
Channeling the go-get-
ter attitude mixed with
passion, Padukone did
everything her charac-
ter demanded with ut-
most swag, resonating
the modern, independ-
ent women of contempo-
rary society.

Radhika Madan: 
Picking unconven-

tional roles since the be-
ginning of her career,
Radhika Madan has por-
trayed some of the most
unabashed female char-
acters in the recent
times. Especially with
Saas Bahu Aur
Flamingo, Radhika as
Shanta presented an
easy charm and natural
swag along with fierce
passion and hard-core
action. Living life
queen-size, Radhika
challenged the norms of
the gender stereotypes
to play a truly refresh-
ing badass character.

From Alia Bhatt to Radhika Madan, leading
actresses give impressive performances

A househelp's child
is not confined to

opt for the same profes-
sion as their parents, or
an artists child limited
to being an artist?
Then, why should a sex
worker's daughter be
destined to follow her
mother's path? Can a
mother's profession be-
come an obstacle to her
daughter's promising
future? Questioning
these strong stigmas,
COLORS brings a social
drama, 'Neerja... Ek
Nayi Pehchaan,' that
delves deep into the
lives of a mother-
daugther duo, Protima
and Neerja. These two
indomitable spirits are
determined to rise
above societal preju-
dices, forge a new iden-
tity as they navigate the
challenges of life in
Asia’s biggest red-light
area – Sonagachi. The
show sheds light on the
lengths a mother who is
in the business of flesh
trading will go to give
her daughter a bright
future and safeguard
her from the maharani
of Sonagachi, Didun.
Produced by Sunshine
Productions, ‘Neerja…
Ek Nayi Pehchaan’ pre-
miered on 10th July

2023 and air every
Monday to Sunday at
8:30 pm only on COL-
ORS. ‘Neerja… Ek Nayi
Pehchaan’ captures the
journey of Protima

(played by Sneha
Wagh), who lives in
Sonagachi with her
daughter Neerja
(Aastha Sharma) and
resolves to safeguard
her daughter from its
evils, but fate has a dif-
ferent plan. The maha-
rani of Sonagachi,
Didun (played by
Kamya Punjabi) has
her prying eyes on
Neerja as the word of
her beauty spreads.
Living away from it, the
scion of the wealthy
Bagchi family, Abeer
(played by Rajveer
Singh) is nursing a
wound of his past.
Serendipitously, Neerja
and Abeer meet and are
instantly drawn to each
other, but the societal
shame of reaching out
to the dwellers of a red-
light area is a huge hur-
dle in their relation-
ship. Will Neerja be
able to secure a life of
dignity for herself and
Protima? Will Abeer
and Neerja’s love be po-
tent enough to defy
norms?

‘Neerja… Ek Nayi
Pehchaan’ premiered
on the 10th July and
air every Monday to
Sunday at 8:30 pm
only on COLORS.

COLORSpresents 
‘Neerja... Ek Nayi Pehchaan’

I ndia is a land of rich
mythology woven into

its cultural fabric. The an-
cient stories passed down
through generations
serve as timeless guides
for life's journey.
Depicting the most pow-
erful love saga that tran-
scends all emotions, COL-
ORS’ new magnum opus
‘Shiv Shakti – Tap Tyag
Tandav’ revolves around
two of the revered deities
– Shiv and Shakti. It por-
trays their journey of
duty, sacrifice, and sepa-
ration that leads to tap,
tyag, and tandav. Having
curated a show in the
mythological genre on an
extravagant canvas earli-
er, COLORS and King of
Mythology Siddharth
Kumar Tewary have
teamed up yet again for a
visually stunning saga.
Starring Ram
Yashvardhan and Subha
Rajput in the roles of
Shiv and Shakti respec-
tively, the upcoming show
captures the journey of
two divine entities, who
share an inseparable
bond spanning across
eras. Enriched with the
finest VFX and soulful
music, ‘Shiv Shakti – Tap
Tyag Tandav’ created and
produced by Siddharth
Kumar Tewary’s Swastik
Productions, premieres

on the 19th of June and
will air every Monday to
Friday at 8 PM only on
COLORS.

Talking about the show,
Shital Iyer, COLORS,
Viacom18, says, “The
mythology genre has in-
variably garnered
tremendous popularity
and has laid the founda-
tion for television’s
realm. Over the years, we
have witnessed how this
genre has been a constant
favourite among viewers
across all demographics.
Shows rooted in mytholo-
gy foster a sense of cohe-
sive viewing experience,

and we are thrilled to
bring back this genre on
COLORS, presenting our
rendition of the uni-
verse's first love story -
Shiv Shakti. Partnering
with Siddharth Kumar
Tewary yet again is won-
derful as we reinforce our
imaginative forces togeth-
er to give the audience a
magnum opus. With the
introduction of this show
to our diverse content
slate, we aim to fortify our
weekday primetime and
we are confident that it
will make a significant
impact in the 8:00 pm
slot.”

'Shiv Shakti’ encapsu-
lates the intense journey
of Lord Shiva and
Goddess Shakti’s love,
duty and sacrifice. Their
efforts and celebration of
transforming one another
is an inspiration to every
love story in the world.
While Shiv signifies the
natural state of con-
sciousness, Shakti marks
the birth of nature. He is
the destroyer, and she is
the nurturer. These two
supreme energies com-
plete each other. For the
first time, Shiv Shakti’s
love story   will be narrat-
ed from their point of
view in the upcoming
saga.

Celebrated set designer
Omung Kumar B. has cre-
ated five ethereal-looking
sets (Kailash, Forest,
Indra Lok, Asur Lok &
Daksh Darbar) that enliv-
en the divine realm of the
show and reflect its
grandeur. With numerous
magnificent aspects
woven into its design, the
sets showcase a never-be-
fore-seen opulence on tel-
evision.

‘Shiv Shakti – Tap
Tyag Tandav’ will pre-
miere on the 19th of
June and air every
Monday to Friday at
8PM only on Colors.

COLORS presents the first love story of the
Universe ‘Shiv Shakti–Tap Tyag Tandav’
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Limerick (Ireland), Jul
10 (PTI): Parth Salunkhe
became the first Indian
male archer to win a gold
in the recurve category of
the Youth World
Championships as the
country’s contingent fin-
ished with its highest-ever
tally of 11 medals.

The 19-year-old from
Satara in Maharashtra
provided the perfect icing
on the cake by defeating a
Korean in the Under-21
men’s recurve individual
final here on Sunday.

Salunkhe, who topped
the rankings round,
bounced back from behind
to down seventh seed Song
Injun 7-3 (26-26, 25-28, 28-26,
29-26, 28-26) in a hard-
fought five-setter.

“I try to live in the pres-
ent and don’t see whom
I’m up against. By doing
yoga and meditation, it
has helped me keep calm,
which helped immensely
in the final,” Salunkhe
told PTI from Dublin.

India also clinched a
bronze medal in the
Under-21 women’s recurve
individual section when
Bhaja Kaur defeated Su

Hsin-Yu of Chinese Taipei
7-1 (28-25, 27-27, 29-25, 30-
26). India finished with six
gold, one silver and four
bronze medals, which was
the highest in the stand-
ings in terms of total num-
ber of medals.

But in overall rankings,
they finished second be-
hind Korea who ended
with six gold and four sil-
ver medals. Salunkhe
trailed 1-3 after Injun hit
two perfect 10s and three
9s from the first six ar-

rows. Just when it seemed
a familiar Korean domi-
nance over India, the for-
mer senior national cham-
pion Salunkhe fought back
clinching the third set by
two points, drilling one
arrow closer to the centre
(X) to make it three-all.

Pressure was writ large
on Injun as Salunkhe went
on to hit two 10s and one 9
to snatch a 5-3 lead before
finishing off in style with
two Xs. Son of a secondary
school English teacher,

Salunkhe, whose talent
was first tapped by coach
Pravin Sawant in 2018-19,
became the first male
archer to become a youth
world champion.

After Sawant discovered
his talent, Salunkhe
trained under Ram
Awdhesh at the SAI centre
in Sonipat.

“He has been like God to
us, he made some techni-
cal changes and as a result
Parth has improved vastly
under him,” his father
Sushant Salunkhe said.

In women’s recurve sec-
tion, Deepika Kumari had
become cadet and youth
world champion in 2009
and 2011, a feat that was
emulated by her
Jharkhand statemate
Komalika Bari in 2019 and
2021.

Overall, Salunkhe is the
sixth Indian archer to be-
come world champion in
the youth showpiece.

Compound archers
Palton Hansda (2006) and
the duo of Aditi Swami
and Priyansh who won
here are the other youth
world champions from
India.

Archery: Parth Salunkhe becomes first Indian to win
Youth World Championship in men’s recurve category

Parth Salunkhe (middle) poses with his gold medal
after becoming Under-21 recurve archery world cham-
pion at the Youth World Championships in Limerick.

Leeds, Jul 10 (PTI):

England will “play
cricket that gets a result,
our way”, said their inspi-
rational captain Ben
Stokes, strengthening the
team’s commitment to
stick to the hotly-debated
‘Bazball’ approach.

England beat Australia
by three wickets to win the
third Test at Headingley
on Sunday and cut the
deficit to 1-2 in the five-
match Ashes series, hav-
ing lost the first two
games.

“We’ve kept the series
alive and we just have to
park everything from this
week, but continue the
way we play,” Stokes said.

“I said last week we find
ourselves in the perfect po-
sition with the way we
play cricket.

“It doesn’t change. After
the Lord’s game and be-
fore this game, before the
game in Manchester, we
just have to do exactly the
same thing: play cricket
that gets a result, our way.”

Stokes was happy with
England’s approach here,
but insisted his teams
needs to improve.

“I still think we can be

better. The thing about
cricket is no-one has the
perfect answer to every-
thing. Everything will be
assessed on the outcome.
That will always be the
case. No-one ever has the
perfect answer for how it
should be played.

“We can be better in cer-
tain areas, and that’s all
we can do, keep trying to
be better and better and as
clear as we possibly can as
a team. People always
seem to have an answer
after the fact. I don’t think
anyone will ever crack it;
that’s why it’s such a great
game.” The famous rivalry
will resume with the
fourth Test at Old Trafford
on July 19. After suffering

heartbreaks at Edgbaston
and Lord’s, Stokes said his
team was “over the moon”
following the win in anoth-
er “down-to-the wire
game”. “If you look at the
first two games in terms of
how tight they were, get-
ting over the line in anoth-
er tight game can mentally
help... knowing that it’s an-
other close game but we’ve
got over the line in this
one. “The first two didn’t
go our way. If you flip it
round and we didn’t win
this one and it’s tight
again, you would think it’s
just not meant to be.
“We’re obviously over the
moon that we won this one
but it’s just the start of
what we know we need to

do.” The English captain
also heaped praise on the
fast-bowling duo of Chris
Woakes and Mark Wood as
well as seasoned spinner
Moeen Ali, who were
brought into the side for
the third Test.

“We brought Woody and
Woakes back in and it’s
great when decisions like
that impact the game.
That’s what we look at,
what impact can players
have and how can we use
them. All three of those
guys did that this week.”

Woakes, who hadn’t
played a Test since March
2022, grabbed six wickets
in the third Test before
making a contribution
with the bat in a tense run-
chase in the fourth in-
nings, finishing unbeaten
on 32.

“I didn’t even look at the
fact that it’s been so long
since he (Chris Woakes)
had played red-ball,”
Stokes said. “He’s a quali-
ty performer. He’s Mr
Consistent. Having some-
one who can bat like that
at No. 8 is a massive help,
and when the ball’s doing
a bit in the air or off the
pitch he’s massively in the
game.”

‘We will continue the way we play’

New Delhi, Jul 10 (PTI):

Describing the Canada
Open victory as one the
“greatest comebacks” in
his nascent career, star
Indian shuttler Lakshya
Sen on Monday said the
win against the reigning
All England Champion
gives him confidence and
belief in the Olympic
qualification year.

Sen saved four game
points in the second game
of the final to outwit
China’s Li Shi Feng of
China 21-18 22-20, snap-
ping a 17-month wait for a
BWF world tour title.

“Coming into the
Olympic qualification
year, it was tough as
things didn’t go my way,”
Sen, the reigning
Commonwealth Games

champion, told PTI. “So
this will be one of the
good tournaments for me
and playing the finals like
that is for me one of the
greatest comebacks.”

Following the high of
2022, Sen endured a low
this season after being
bothered by the effects of
nose surgery that he un-
derwent to treat a deviated
septum following the
World Championships last
August.

His recovery process ex-
tended from three months
to over eight months and
his struggles were reflect-
ed in his performance. He
made first-round exits
from the last four events of
2022 and found the going
tough in the early part of
2023.

His ranking also
plunged to world number
25 from six.

Sen hails Canada open win 
as one of ‘greatest comebacks’

New Delhi, Jul 10 (PTI):

Rohit Sharma needs all
the support from the
Indian cricket establish-
ment in the coming times
as people are going “over-
board” with their criti-
cism of his captaincy, feels
spin great Harbhajan
Singh.

In recent weeks, the
Indian captain has re-
ceived a lot of flak from
fans and former crick-
eters, including the leg-
endary Sunil Gavaskar,
who felt that his leader-
ship in the World Test
Championship (WTC)
final against Australia
was not up to the mark.

However, Harbhajan,
who has seen a lot of Rohit
in the Indian as well as the
Mumbai Indians dressing
room, reminded everyone
about the kind of respect

he commands from his
peers.

“I find that people are
going a bit overboard... the
way Rohit has been criti-
cised. Cricket is a team
sport and one individual
cannot take you from one
place to other,” Harbhajan
told PTI in an interview
ahead of India’s next Test
assignment against the
West Indies.

“Team India didn’t do
well in WTC final, and yes,

you talk about that per-
formance and move on
from there. But it is unfair
to criticise Rohit alone,
that he is not scoring runs,
putting on weight, not cap-
taining well. I think he is a
brilliant leader,” the veter-
an of 103 Tests said.

For Harbhajan, the need
of the hour is to show faith
in Rohit’s leadership abili-
ty.

“I have played with him
(Rohit) and watched him
closely. He commands a lot
of respect not only in MI
dressing room but also in
the Indian dressing room.
So I think it’s unfair to
judge him on basis of re-
cent results.

“He will come good and
we need to show faith in
him and we need to sup-
port him rather than pin-
pointing that you are not
doing this or that.”

People are going overboard while 
criticising Rohit’s captaincy: Harbhajan 

Karachi, Jul 10 (PTI):

Pakistan is set to host
an international hockey
event after nearly 19 years
with the International
Hockey Federation (FIH)
allocating the Olympic
qualifying rounds to the
country for early next
year.

Pakistan, which last
hosted an FIH event back
in 2004, will host eight
teams in Lahore from
January 13 to 24 next year.

“Pakistani hockey fans
have been deprived of see-
ing international hockey
stars at home for 20 years
now and the FIH Olympic
qualifiers will no doubt
boost the sport in
Pakistan again,” said
Haider Hussain, the
Secretary-General of the
FIH. He said the Pakistan
Hockey Federation had

succeeded in convincing
the FIH to allocate the
event to Pakistan after
much lobbying in the apex
body.

“We are happy many
countries supported our
stance that if internation-
al hockey returns to
Pakistan it will help boost
the game again in the
country.”

Unfortunately, Pakistan
has failed to qualify for
the last two Olympic
Games in 2016 and 2021
but Hussain said he was
hopeful that fans would
turn out in big numbers to
watch the matches in
Lahore.

According to the given
format, the top five Asian
teams, seven from Europe,
two from Pan America,
and one each from Africa
and Oceania can compete
in the qualifying rounds.

Pak to host FIH
Olympic qualifiers

Zagreb (Croatia), Jul 10 (PTI):

Young Indian
Grandmaster D Gukesh
finished fifth while his il-
lustrious compatriot
Viswanathan Anand could
only manage a tied sev-
enth place in the third leg
of the 2023 SuperUnited
Rapid and Blitz chess tour-
nament.

Gukesh, who had a mod-
erate performance on day
1 of the Blitz segment,
bounced back well on the
second day to pick up 6.5
points which included
wins over Anand and top
players like Fabiano
Caruana (USA) and Jan-
Krzysztof Duda (Poland).

Gukesh, who beat
Anand for the first time
ever in tournament play in

the Rapid segment, got the
better of the five-time
world champion in 34
moves in the blitz on
Sunday.

The 17-year old Indian
star began the second day
of the Blitz section with a
win over Richard Rapport
(Romania) and then
stunned the highly-rated
Caruana. After going

down to world No.1
Magnus Carlsen
(Norway), Gukesh turned
the tables on Anand.

A defeat to Alireza
Firouzja was followed by
three straight wins - over
Constantin Lupulescu
(Romania), Duda and Ivan
Saric (Croatia).

He ended the tourna-
ment with a draw against
Ian Nepomniachtchi and a
score of 19.5 points (Rapid
+ blitz).

Anand, who had started
the tourney in style in the
Rapid segment, had to en-
dure a poor run, scoring
only three points on day
one of the Blitz and then
logged 3.5 points on the
second day. The veteran
Indian ended with 16.5
points.

Grand Chess Tour: Gukesh finishes 5th,
Anand settles for tied 7th in Blitz event

Cincinnati, Jul 10 (AP):

Matt Turner stopped
two penalty kicks, and the
United States beat Canada
3-2 in a shootout after a 2-2
draw for a berth in a CON-
CACAF Gold Cup semifi-
nal against Panama.In a
game that was scoreless
until the 88th minute, the
U.S.

tied the score when
Canada’s Scott Kennedy
had an own goal in the
115th minute, six minutes
after Jacob Shaffelburg
put Canada ahead.
Brandon V zquez gave the
U.S. a 1-0 lead but Steven
Vit ria made it 1-1 in the
third minute of stoppage
time with a penalty kick

after a hand ball on Miles
Robinson. Turner stopped
Vit ria’s opening penalty
kick with his right hand, V

zquez skied his attempt
over the crossbar and
Turner dived left to bat
away Liam Fraser’s at-

tempt. Cade Cowell,
Gianluca Busio and Jes s
Ferreira all converted for
the U.S. while Kamal
Miller and Jacen Russell-
Rowe made shots for
Canada. Charles-Andreas
Brym put Canada’s final
attempt off the crossbar.
The winner of the U.S.-
Panama game on
Wednesday at San Diego
advances to the champi-
onship match on July 16
against Mexico or Jamaica
at Inglewood, California.
The U.S. has reached 12
straight Gold Cup semifi-
nals since the Americans
were eliminated in a 2000
quarterfinals with a penal-
ty-kicks loss to Colombia,
an invited guest.

US beats Canada 3-2 in shootout 
after 2-2 tie to reach Gold Cup semifinal

Canada forward Charles-Andreas Brym (19) hits a
header as United States midfielder Gianluca Busio (6)
defends in extra time during a CONCACAF Gold Cup
semi-final soccer match.

Shivam Dube picked 
in West Zone squad for

Deodhar Trophy
MMuummbbaaii,,  JJuull  1100  ((PPTTII)):: India and
Mumbai all-rounder Shivam
Dube was on Monday included
in the 15-member West Zone
squad while fast bowler Tushar
Deshpande was among the
standby players for the
Deodhar Trophy beginning July
24. The Deodhar Trophy was
last organised in the 2019-20
season and was not held in the
subsequent seasons owing to
the COVID-19 pandemic.

The upcoming edition of the
inter-zonal 50-over Deodhar
Trophy will be held this year
entirely in Puducherry from
July 24 to August 3.

The left-handed batter Dube
had a terrific season with the
bat for the Indian Premier
League winners Chennai Super
Kings, scoring 418 runs in 16
matches with a strike rate of
158.33.
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New Delhi, Jul 10 (PTI): 

The Yamuna crossed the
danger mark of 205.33 me-
tres in Delhi on Monday as
torrential rains pum-
melled the upper catch-
ment areas of the river for
the third day on the trot.

The river breached the
danger mark earlier than
expected. It was predicted
that it would cross the dan-
ger mark by Tuesday after-
noon.

According to the Central
Water Commission’s
(CWC) flood-monitoring
portal, the water level at
the Old Railway Bridge
had risen to 205.4 metres
by 5 pm as Haryana re-
leased more water into the
river from the Hathnikund
barrage in Yamunanagar.

The water level is antici-
pated to rise to 206.65 me-

tres on Tuesday before it
starts receding.

Addressing a press con-
ference, Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal said a
flood-like situation is un-
likely in Delhi, but the gov-
ernment is prepared to

tackle any eventuality.
He said the evacuation

of people from low-lying
areas will start once the
river breaches the 206-
metre mark.

The irrigation and flood
control department said

the flow rate at the
Hathnikund barrage grad-
ually increased to 3,05,768
cusecs at 5 am on Monday.
It dropped to 1,90,837
cusecs at 1 pm.

Normally, the flow rate
at the barrage is 352
cusecs, but heavy rainfall
in the catchment areas in-
creases the discharge. One
cusec is equivalent to 28.32
litres per second.

The water from the bar-
rage takes around two to
three days to reach Delhi.

The Delhi government
issued a flood warning on
Sunday and is creating
awareness among people
living close to the river
banks.

Authorities have been
instructed to stay vigilant
and take necessary action
in vulnerable areas. Quick
response teams and boats

have also been deployed.
The Delhi government

has set up 16 control
rooms, including a central
control room, to monitor
the flood-prone areas and
the water level of the
Yamuna.

Northwest India has
seen incessant rainfall
over the last three days,
with many areas in
Jammu and Kashmir,
Uttarakhand, Himachal
Pradesh, Haryana, Uttar
Pradesh and Rajasthan
recording “heavy to ex-
tremely heavy” precipita-
tion. This has resulted in
overflowing rivers, creeks
and drains that have mas-
sively damaged infrastruc-
ture and disrupted essen-
tial services in Jammu
and Kashmir, Himachal
Pradesh, Uttarakhand and
Punjab.

Yamuna breaches danger mark in Delhi

The Yamuna River swells up as its water level reaches near
danger mark, at the Old Yamuna Bridge (Loha Pul), in New
Delhi, Monday.

JALABHISHEK PREPARATION

Devotees fetch holy water from the Ganga river at Kedar Ghat to perform Jalabhishek
on the occasion of the first Somwar (Monday) of the holy month of ‘Shravan’, in
Varanasi, Monday.

New Delhi, Jul 10 (PTI): 

“As Bees in Honey
Drown”, a satirical come-
dy based on American
playwright Douglas
Carter Beane’s award-
winning play, will be
staged here at Kamani
Auditorium on July 22-23
as part of the 6th edition
of Aadyam Theatre.

Adapted by Akarsh
Khurana and directed by
Anahita Uberoi, the play

promises to tickle the
funny bone while explor-
ing themes of “deceit, be-
trayal, artistic ambition
and the power of illu-
sion”.

The play follows the
story of an “almost fa-
mous” writer, Dhruv, and
popular socialist Alexa.

Claiming to be a music
record producer, Alexa
wants Dhruv to write the
screenplay of her life
story.

“The phrase ‘As Bees in
Honey Drown’ is an ex-
pression used to describe
a state of complete ab-
sorption or surrender to
something pleasurable,
much like how bees can
become so absorbed in
honey that they drown in
it. Fame, like honey, can
give one a rush of sweet
pleasure, while it can
also drown one with its
stickiness.

“This contemporary
satire portrays an un-
quenchable thirst for
fame and startling revela-
tions as the play pro-
gresses, making it re-
markably relevant to
today’s trends,” the or-
ganisers said in a state-
ment.

The play features the-
atre veterans Aditya
Rawal, Ashwin
Mushran, Chakori
Dwivedi, Meher Acharia
Dar, Shikha Talsania and
Tavish Bhattacharya.

It will be staged on July
22 at 7.30pm and on July
23 at 4pm and 7.30pm.

‘As Bees In Honey Drown’: Satire on 
contemporary culture to be staged on July 22

Bengaluru, July 10 (PTI): 

Former Congress
President Sonia Gandhi is
expected to attend the next
meeting of opposition par-
ties in Bengaluru on July
17 and 18, Karnataka
Deputy Chief Minister D K
Shivakumar said on
Monday.

He said the Congress
party will hold a silent
protest at Freedom Park
here on July 12 as a mark
of protest against the dis-
qualification of its leader
Rahul Gandhi from the
Lok Sabha.

“A meeting of leaders of
all opposition parties (in
the country) will be held
on July 17 and 18, as al-
ready announced. All the
leaders are going to come.
(M) Mallikarjun Kharge
(AICC President) has re-
quested Sonia Gandhi to
participate in this meet-
ing. We have got a message
that she will be participat-
ing in this meeting,”
Shivakumar said.

Speaking to reporters

here, he said, “We will wel-
come all leaders who want
to join this great move-
ment for change in this
country.” The first such
meeting of opposition par-
ties, keeping in mind the
2024 Lok Sabha polls, was
held in Bihar’s Patna on
June 23. Earlier,
Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP) chief Sharad
Pawar had said the next
opposition meet will be
held in Bengaluru on July
13-14. As those dates were
said to be clashing with
Assembly sessions in a few
states, it was rescheduled

to July 17 and 18.
Shivakumar, who is also

Karnataka Congress
President, said the party
under the leadership of
Kharge has decided to hold
silent protests on July 12 at
all the state headquarters
against the disqualifica-
tion of Rahul Gandhi from
the Lok Sabha.

“I don’t want to speak
about the Court verdict,
but the political conspira-
cy that is going on against
Rahul Gandhi to finish
him off politically, we con-
demn it,” he said.

The protest will be held
from 10 am to 4 pm at
Freedom Park in
Bengaluru by “covering
our mouth with black
cloths”, Shivakumar said.

All office-bearers, public
representatives and a large
number of workers of the
party, including Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah,
will be participating in the
protest against the “con-
spiracy of the BJP govern-
ment at the Centre”,
Shivakumar said.

‘Sonia to attend meeting of Oppn
parties in Bengaluru’

New Delhi, Jul 10 (PTI): 

The CBI has arrested
Jag Mohan Garg, chair-
man and managing direc-
tor of Tirupati
Infraprojects Private
Limited, in a bank fraud
case involving an amount
of Rs 289.15 crore, officials
said on Monday.

Garg was produced be-
fore a special CBI court
that sent him to the
agency’s custody till July
13, they said.

The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) regis-
tered an FIR against the
company on May 25, 2022
for allegedly causing a loss
to the tune of Rs 289.15
crore to a consortium of
banks comprising the
Bank of India, the Union
Bank of India, the Canara
Bank, the Bank of Baroda
and the UCO Bank by ille-
gally diverting loan funds,
the officials said.

The consortium led by
the Bank of India had

granted a term loan of Rs
300 crore to the company
between 2009 and 2014 for
the construction of a hotel
at Paschim Vihar, New
Delhi, along with commer-
cial spaces.

“It was further alleged
that the accused had sold
several commercial/re-
tail/office spaces of the
said hotel-cum-commer-
cial building to various
parties without intimating
the lender banks and
funds obtained from these
buyers were diverted/si-
phoned off,” a CBI
spokesperson said in a
statement.

After the registration of
the FIR, the federal agency
conducted searches at the
premises of the accused
on May 27 last year, lead-
ing to the recovery of sev-
eral incriminating docu-
ments.

“During the investiga-
tion, the CBI had exam-
ined several witnesses, of-
ficials of the said borrow-
er company, bank officials
etc.,” the spokesperson
said.

CBI arrests chairman of
Tirupati Infraprojects Pvt Ltd

KANWAR YATRA

Lord Shiva devotees or Kanwariyas gather to collect holy water from the Ganga river for ‘Kanwar Yatra’ pilgrimage
during the holy month of ‘Shravan’, at Har Ki Pauri Ghat in Haridwar, Monday.

Mumbai, Jul 10: 

Maharashtra Governor
Ramesh Bais released the
books ‘Coins of Mumbai
Mint: 1947 - 2023’ and
‘Coins of NOIDA Mint :
1988 - 2023’ at Raj Bhavan,
Mumbai on Mon (10
July). The books have
been authored by
Numismatist and Coin
Collector Dr Dilip Rajgor.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Governor said
coins of various rulers
reflect the events and his-
tory of the era in which
they were minted. He ex-
pressed the need to docu-
ment all the old coins ur-

gently, especially since
the world is moving to-
wards a cashless econo-

my. Sexologist and Coin
Collector Dr Prakash
Kothari, Ashok Singh

Thakur and family mem-
bers of Dr. Rajgor were
present.

Bais releases books on Coins of Mumbai & NOIDA Mints

New Delhi, Jul 10 (PTI): 

IIT Madras’ Zanzibar
campus, which is the first
offshore campus of the
Indian Institute of
Technology, has also be-
come the first-ever IIT to
have a woman director.

Preeti Aghalayam, an
IIT Madras alumni, has
been appointed as the di-
rector-in-charge of the
Zanzibar campus, where
the first academic session
is set to begin in October.

“Aghalayam is the first
woman to be an IIT direc-

tor. We will see many more
encouraging things. We
are following sustainable
development goals and one
of the important goals sug-
gests that we need to bring
in gender balance,” IIT
Madras director V
Kamakoti said at a press
conference. Indian
Institute of Technology
(IIT) Madras has become
the first IIT in the country
to launch an international
campus, which is coming
up in Tanzania’s Zanzibar.

An MoU was recently
signed between India and
Tanzania, the final proce-
dural step that paves the
way for this campus.

Applications for the first
academic session are al-
ready open with the insti-
tute offering two full-time
academic programmes.

“I am an alumnus of IIT
Madras and doing some-
thing of this magnitude
for the institute and for the
country is such a big hon-
our.

IIT Madras’ Zanzibar campus to
be first ever woman-led IIT

In bank-fraud case

D K Shivakumar

New Delhi, Jul 10 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Monday agreed to hear
on July 11 the Manipur
government’s plea
against the high court
order on limited restora-
tion of the internet in
the state.

A bench of Chief
Justice DY Chandrachud
and Justice PS
Narasimha agreed to
hear the plea on Tuesday
after Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta sought ur-
gent listing of the mat-
ter, saying the situation
in the state keeps chang-
ing very fast.

“This is concerning in-
ternet shutdown in
Manipur. The situation
in the state keeps chang-
ing very fast.

The appeal is against
the high court order
where it has directed
restoration of internet

service. Kindly hear it
today itself,” Mehta said.

The bench said since a
batch of pleas on
Manipur violence was
listed for hearing during
the day, it may consider
his request then.

During the hearing of
the clutch of petitions on
ethnic violence in the
state, the bench said
since it is posting them
for hearing on Tuesday,
it will also consider
the plea of the state
government on inter-
net shutdown along-
side.

On July 7, the
Manipur high court
had directed the state
government to carry
out physical trials to
check the feasibility of
providing internet
service while ensur-
ing security and prop-
erty of citizens.

The high court,
which has asked for a
detailed report from
the state government,

will hear the case on
July 25.

After hearing multi-
ple PILs, a division
bench of the high
court had said, “In the
case of Fibre To The
Home (FTTH) connec-
tions, internet service
can be provided by the
home department on a
case to case basis”
after ensuring compli-
ance of the safeguards

suggested by the com-
mittee.

SC to hear on July 11 Manipur govt’s plea against HC order
On restoration of internet

Preeti Aghalayam


