
Suicide
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A 51-year-old
property dealer was
found hanging from a
tree at the Kamla Nehru
Ridge in north Delhi,
police said on Saturday.
The police retrieved the
body after being tipped
off by a security guard,
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (North) Sagar
Singh Kalsi said.

Mild quake
JJaammmmuu:: A 3.0 magnitude
earthquake struck Jammu
and Kashmir on Saturday
but there was no report of
any damage, officials said.
The epicentre of the
tremor, which occurred at
2.03 pm, was hilly Ramban
district along the Jammu-
Srinagar national highway,
an official of the meteoro-
logical department said.
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New Delhi, Jun 17 (PTI): 

Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose had the audacity to
fearlessly challenge the
British and India would
not have been partitioned
if he was there at that
time, National Security
Advisor Ajit Doval said on
Saturday.

Doval said Bose was de-
termined to fight the
British for India's
Independence and never
wanted to beg for freedom,
adding he not only wanted
to end political subjuga-
tion but felt that the politi-
cal, social, economic and
cultural mindset of the
people has to be changed

and "they should feel like
free birds in the sky". The
National Security Advisor
(NSA) said this while de-

livering the first Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose me-
morial lecture organised
by the industry chamber
ASSOCHAM.

In the course of his ad-
dress, Doval delved into
various aspects of Bose's
life and noted that he even
had the audacity to chal-
lenge Mahatma Gandhi.
But at the same time,
Doval noted that Bose had
a deep respect for Gandhi.

"The seed, the idea that
came to his mind was 'I
will fight the British, I will
not beg for freedom. It is
my right and I will have to
get it'," Doval said.

"India would not have
been partitioned if Subhas

Bose was there. Jinnah
said I can accept only one
leader and that is Subhas
Bose," he added.

‘India would not have been 
partitioned if Netaji was there’

Korba, Jun 17: 

A man allegedly com-
mitted suicide in Korba
district after claiming in a
video that his property
had been acquired for a
coal mine but he had nei-
ther got money or a job as
compensation, a police of-
ficial said on Saturday.

The land on which his
house was built was ac-
quired by the South
Eastern Coalfields

Limited (SECL) and all ef-
forts in the past six
months to get compensa-
tion or a job were in vain,
Dilharan Patel said in the
video some time before
ending his life. Patel, a res-
ident of Chandra Nagar
Jatraj village, was hospi-
talised on June 13 after he
consumed poison and he
died on Saturday morn-
ing, Kusmunda police sta-
tion in charge Krishna
Kumar Verma said.

"A preliminary probe
has revealed that SECL
had given his son a job in a

private firm. Further in-
vestigations as to why he
took this extreme step is
underway. For now, an ac-
cidental death report has
been registered," Verma
added. SECL public rela-
tions officer Sanish
Chandra said Patel was oc-
cupying government land
and therefore, as per the
rules laid down by the
Union government and
Coal India Limited's
Resettlement and
Rehabilitation Policy, he
was not eligible for a job in
the state-run entity.

Kanker, Jun 17: 

Three police constables
suffered injuries after an im-
provised explosive device
(IED) exploded during a
training exercise at a jungle
warfare college in Kanker
district, police said on
Saturday. The incident took
place on Friday when the
training session was under-
way at the Counter
Terrorism and Jungle
Warfare (CTJW) College on
the outskirts of Kanker

town, Inspector General of
Police (Bastar range)
Sundarraj P said. CTJW, a
special training school to im-
part training with special
emphasis on counter Naxal
activities, was established in
2004 in Kanker, about 150 km
south of Raipur, he said.
During the training, the IED
exploded nearby trainees
causing splinter injuries to
three constables Shankar Lal
(24), Lalit Pujari (25) and
Khirendra Nag (23), he said.
The trio was shifted to the
district hospital, the IG said,
adding that their condition is
said to be out of danger.

New Delhi, Jun 17 (PTI): 

Olympic medallist Sakshi
Malik and her wrestler hus-
band Satyawart Kadian on
Saturday insisted that their
protest was not politically
motivated and they kept
mum for years despite fac-
ing harassment because the
wrestling fraternity was not
united earlier. In a video
posted on Twitter, Kadian
said a false narrative was
being created around their
protest and they wanted to
clear the air. Country's top
wrestlers including Malik,

Vinesh Phogat and Bajrang
Punia, accused outgoing
Wrestling Federation of
India (WFI) chief and BJP
MP Brij Bhushan Sharan
Singh of sexual harassment
and intimidation.

Leaders from different
political parties, including
Congress' Priyanka Gandhi,
Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal and for-
mer J&K Governor Satya
Pal Malik visited the protest
site, extending their sup-
port to the wrestlers before
they were removed from
Jantar Mantar on May 28.

Lucknow, Jun 17 (PTI): 

Samajwadi Party
President Akhilesh Yadav
on Saturday said the BJP-
led NDA will be defeated
in the next year's general
elections by "PDA", which
he defined as a "Pichde
(backward classes), Dalit
and Alpasankhyak (mi-
norities)".

At a Conclave in
Lucknow, the former
Uttar Pradesh chief min-
ister said, "The BJP will
be defeated in all 80 Lok
Sabha seats in Uttar
Pradesh if bigger nation-
al parties back us."

Yadav asserted that he
has always maintained
that seat distribution
should be decided consid-
ering which alliance part-
ner is the strongest in a
particular state.

‘PDA can
defeat BJP’

‘Our protest against
WFI chief, not govt’

Wrestlers Satyawart Kadian and Sakshi Malik speaks
during a video message, on Saturday.

NSA Ajit Doval

Man ends life over compensation, job
woes after SECL acquires his property

SECL cites govt
land hurdle

Three policemen
injured in IED explosion 

During training at 
jungle warfare college

Jairam Ramesh said Ajit Doval
does not speak much but has
now joined the tribe of those
who spread distorted history.
Congress general secretary
Jairam Ramesh commented on
National Security Adviser Ajit
Doval's statement that India
would not have been parti-
tioned if Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose was there and said there
is no way one can definitely
say this as by 1940 Netaji had
formed the Forward Bloc. 

Ajit Doval new 
‘distorian’: Ramesh
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Raipur, Jun 17: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Saturday alleged an at-
tempt was made to tarnish
the image of Lord Ram
and Lord Hanuman in the
movie “Adipurush’ and
said the Congress govern-
ment may consider ban-
ning it in the state if peo-
ple demand so.

He alleged that dia-
logues in the film are “ob-
jectionable and indecent”
and questioned the “si-
lence” of political parties
which call themselves the
custodian of religion, an
apparent jibe at BJP.

When asked by re-
porters whether the state

government will ban this
movie, Baghel said, “The
government will think
about it (ban) if people
will raise a demand in this
direction”.

“An attempt is being
made to tarnish the image
of all our deities. We have
seen the gentle face of
Lord Ram and that of Lord
Hanuman drenched in de-
votion, but from the last
few years an attempt is
being made to change this
image,” he told reporters
at his official residence.

Baghel said Hanuman
has been introduced as a
symbol of wisdom, power
and devotion since our
childhood, but in this film,
“Lord Ram is shown as the
‘Yuddhak’ (warrior) Ram
and Hanuman as the
angry bird”.

Neither our ancestors
imagined such an image of
Lord Hanuman nor our so-
ciety accepts it, he added.

“The dialogues and lan-
guage used in this movie
are indecent. In Tulasidas’
Ramayana, Lord Ram was
portrayed as ‘Maryada
Purushottam’ and decent
language was used. In
‘Adipurush’, dialogues of
characters are of very low
level,” he said.

P r a b h a s - s t a r r e r
“Adipurush”, a retelling of
the epic Ramayana, was
released on Friday.

“When Rajiv Gandhi
was the prime minister, he
had suggested to
Ramanand Sagar to make
the epic serial Ramayana
which became hugely pop-
ular. The pictures of Lord
Ram and Hanuman were

distorted on the pretext of
‘Adipurush’ and indecent
words were put in the
mouths of the characters.
What the young genera-
tion will learn from this?”
he questioned.

He alleged Lord Bajrang
bali is made to speak the
language of Bajrang Dal
in this movie.

“Why people of those
political parties who call
them the custodian of reli-
gion are silent on this
movie? Why BJP leaders
who kept giving state-
ments on ‘The Kashmir
Files’ and ‘The Kerala
Story’ are silent on
‘Adipursh’? Even lower-
rung leaders of the BJP
are not speaking anything
on this,” Baghel alleged.
Chhattisgarh goes to polls
later this year.

CM slams ‘Adipurush’ over
portrayal of Lord Ram

Says govt will think
about ban if people
want

Raipur, Jun 17: Advocate
in the Supreme Court
Ashwini Upadhyay said
that religious conversion
is biggest threat to estab-
lishing ‘Ram Rajya’ in the
country , apart from
casteism, Naxalism,
Maoism just to name a
few. Holding need for
major judicial reforms
and new laws in the coun-
try, Ashwini claimed that
80% of the solution to
country’s problems lies in
the hands of law and both
the Centre and state
should take initiative to
form new laws and make
reforms at their own level,
so as to grant timely jus-
tice to people. Addressing
a press conference here
prior to the lecture series
on ‘Ram Rajya and Indian
Constitution’, SC
Advocate Ashwini
Upadhyay informed that
this is being organized in
the memory fifth
‘Sarsanghchalak of RSS
Kuphali Sitaramaiyya
Sudarshan by Shri
Sudarshan Prerna Manch
(SSPM) in Bilaspur today

and in Raipur on June 18
at MAIC auditorium.

Terming population ex-
plosion as the biggest
problem in the country,
Advocate Ashwini
Upadhyay said that in the
human history, it was
Lord Shri Ram who start-
ed the policy of birth con-
trol through ‘Hum Do
Hamare do’ and that of
Common Civil Code and
Common Education
System. He said that the
Constitution of India is
advocates establishing
‘Ram Rajya’, be it
‘Vasudev Kutumbakam’
or ‘Sarv Dharm Sambhav’
or ‘Sabka Vikas-Desh Ka
Vikas’ and this needs to be
intensively promoted as
well. Holding need to
change many a laws in the
judiciary, Advocate
Upadhyay said that Indian
laws have been made by
the Britishers and still it
requires massive changes
and reforms, as there is
vast different between

Indian thinking and that
of foreigners. Even the
founders of the
Constitution wanted
India’s constitution based
upon ‘Ram Rajya’. To a
question as to whether
India should be called
‘Hindu Rashtra’ or ‘Ram
Rajya’, Upadhyay said
that the makers of the
Constitution favoured
‘Ram Rajya’ and Hindism
is a way of life and it just
does not excludes the phi-
losophy of ‘Ram Rajya’, be
it equality, fundamental
rights or others. Charging
that religious conversion
is going on in
Chhattisgarh on a large
scale, Advocate Upadhyay
questioned as to why the
state government has not
imposed NSA against
those involved till date.
Claiming that it is being
done in an organized man-
ner, it is not only affecting
a family, but a person’s
thoughts, religious func-
tion and overall patriot-

ism. Irrespective of the
government in power,
both the Centre and state
must imposed strict ban
on religious conversion,
then be it through NSA or
Gangster Act or others, he
added.

It is notable here that SC
Advocate Ashwini
Upadhyay is known for fil-
ing many petitions in the
Court be it on social, law,
administration or others
and in last five years he
has got the honour of fil-
ing more than 50 petitions
in the Court and his ef-
forts were praised by the
SC in July 2022 saying that
a special bench be formed
for the petitions filed by
Advocate Ashwini
Upadhyay. Through a peti-
tion in 2021, he played an
important role wherein it
was directed that no crim-
inal cases against any
MLA or MP be withdrawn
without the permission of
High Court of that partic-
ular state.

Religious conversion is biggest threat
to ‘Ram Rajya’: Upadhyay

Holds need for 
major judicial and
law reforms in the
country
SSPM to organize
lecture series on
‘Ram Rajya and
Indian Constitution’
today at MAIC in
Raipur

Akhilesh into Golden Book of World Records
with Lord Hanuman photo collections

Raipur, Jun 17: Just a few
weeks ago, IIIT-NR an-
nounced its placement
records for the batch gradu-
ating this year (June 2023).
It was reported that IIIT-NR
once again recorded 100 per
cent placement for the 5th
consecutive year, with all B.
Tech students passing out
in 2023, who were interested
in pursuing jobs, securing
placements in top compa-
nies, including multination-
al giants and big startups.
This year’s highest package
mentioned in that report
was approximately Rs. 50
lakhs per annum, bagged by
Abhik Jain in Luminovo,
which is an international
company based in Germany.

Recently, Rashi Bagga,
another student of this
batch, bagged an offer of ap-
proximately Rs. 85 lakhs per
annum from a prestigious
company Atlassian, thus
breaking the earlier record
of the highest package of

the institute. Last year the
same company had selected
Chinky Karda from IIIT-NR
and had offered her a pack-
age of Rs. 57 lakhs per
annum, which was the high-
est package of her batch.
This year Atlassian selected
Rashi from IIIT-NR and has
offered a higher starting
package. Her batch mate,
Yogesh Kumar, has also re-
ceived an offer of approxi-
mately Rs 56 lakhs per
annum for a Software
Development Engineer role

from Zeta-Directi, a Next-
Gen Banking Tech-Fin
multinational company. As
reported two years earlier, a
Batch 2020 pass-out student
of IIIT-NR, Ravi
Kushashwa, had bagged an
offer of approximately Rs. 1
Crore per annum from
NVIDIA, USA, but he could
not join that job due to the
pandemic. As per the
Placement Office of IIIT-
Naya Raipur, this year’s av-
erage CTC for the batch now
stands revised to Rs. 16.5

lakh per annum, while the
median CTC for the batch is
Rs. 13.6 lakh per annum.
The students have been of-
fered roles in various fields
such as Software
Development, DevOps,
Quality Assurance, Data
Analyst, Consultant,
Business Analyst, and
more.

The selection of students
from IIIT-Naya Raipur by
Atlassian in subsequent
years proves that the talent
pool being created by the in-
stitute is quite useful for the
latest industry require-
ments. Recruiters have ap-
preciated the students’ per-
formance from the previous
batches, which is evident by
the fact that they are visit-
ing again and looking for
more students. The per-
formance of the students is
also attracting several new
companies which are look-
ing out to recruit talent
from IIIT-NR.

Rashi breaks IIIT-NR’s highest package record

Rashi Bagga Yogesh Kumar

Raipur, Jun 17: Students
from NIT Nagaland on
Saturday visit Sirpur, a
historical village and land-
mark in the Mahasamund
district under Yuva
Sangam campaign. A
tourist guide accompanied
the group, explaining the
fine historical details and
features of the place. The
visit started at the famous
Laxman temple, a remark-
able structure dating back
to the 7th century and ded-
icated to Lord Vishnu.
This east-facing temple ad-
heres to the “Vastu
Shastra” and showcased
impressive craftsmanship.
Inscriptions and idols of
various Hindu Deities and
Avatars helped the group
learn more about
Hinduism and its eternal

ideals.
Continuing their jour-

ney, the delegation visited
“Buddha Vihar”, an an-
cient Buddhist temple and
monastery. It featured iron
inscriptions depicting
tales from the
“Panchatantra”, “Jathak

Katha”, and other Indian
epic stories. The temple’s
ancient water storage sys-
tem and airflow system
are a testament to its ad-
vanced architectural
knowledge. The sight of
the 6.5-foot Lord Buddha
idol and the structure of

Amrapali, a lecherous
woman transformed by
seeking refuge in Buddha,
was moving.

The trip concluded with
a visit to “Surang Tila”, a
temple constructed in the
d i s t i n g u i s h e d
“Panchayatana” style of
Architecture. The group
was enlightened about the
tantric rituals practiced
there and how the temple’s
design adhered to Indian
Vedic Sciences and Vastu
Shastra principles, as
practiced by the great
“Vishwakarma” Clan
Architects, Sculptors, and
Blacksmiths.

The delegation left with
a deep appreciation and
novel information about
Indian heritage and archi-
tecture.

Students visit Sirpur under ‘Yuva Sangam’

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 17: Akhilesh
Sharma has entered into
Golden Book of World
Records by making collec-
tion of 5 thousand photo-
graphs of Lord Hanuman.

According to the infor-
mation received, Akhilesh
has given the collection of
photos into a book.
Providing the above infor-
mation, the record holder
Akhilesh Sharma said
that he has achieved the
above record with hard
work of last ten years. He

has several unique pic-
tures of Lord Hanuman
in his 256 colour pages. He
said that people starting
sending the photo of Lord
Hanuman instead of good
morning messages when
they came to know about
his keen interest in collec-
tion of photographs of
Lord Hanuman. His col-
lection includes unique
photos of Lord Hanuman
from several countries in-
cluding Thailand,
Malaysia and Bali and
added that paintings
worth lakhs are also in

his collections of photo-
graphs. His collections in-
cludes the images of Lord
Hanuman from his child-
hood to old age days. He
also urged the people to
recite the Bhajans of Lord
Hanuman as he is always
with the people who keep
him in their mind.

He also informed that
he is reciting Sunderkand
for the last 35 years and
added that he keeps on
sharing the publications
to people whenever he
comes in contact with
new people.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 17: Former
star cricketers Kapil Dev
and Madan Lal will inau-
gurate Raipur City Center
in its new look on 20th
June on the auspicious oc-
casion of ‘Rath Yatra’.
Raipur City Center, the
largest shopping mall of
not just Chhattisgarh but
also of Central India, is
ready to serve the resi-
dents of Chhattisgarh
with its new furnishings
and facilities, once again
taking the concept of
everything for everyone,
said Dharmendra Jain
and Amit Tilwani while
addressing a press confer-
ence here today.

Reputed national and in-
ternational brands of vari-
ous categories have their
retail outlets at Raipur
City Center, they said,
adding that not only shop-
ping, but facilities like
food zone and mall culture
of entertainment will also
be available. According to
them people of Raipur city
a complete shopping mall
that can cater to their
needs, with the change of
their purchasing capacity
and lifestyle at par with
those in metropolis.
Keeping in mind their
needs Raipur City Center

has been equipped with
modern facilities, they
said. Sprawled over 5.7
acre of land in the middle
of the city Raipur City
Centre is fully air condi-
tioned shopping mall with
13 lifts, 13 escalators and 1
travellet, 100% power
backup, auto fire fighting
system, entry from 3 sides
on ground level, large
parking lot with parking
capacity of 800 cars and 24
Hour Security &
Housekeeping, said
Dharmendra Jain and
Amit Tilwani, highlight-
ing prominent features of
the Raipur City Center.
Mall entrance has been
made wider and is con-
nected to all 4 gates and
zones, providing fresh
look with extensive land-
scaping and ease of move-
ment. The retail area has
been expanded and two
new floors-3rd and 4th
floor- have been converted
into retail to help the re-
tailers to expand their
business and provide bet-

ter choice to the cus-
tomers. Office and co-
working spaces occupy the
3rd and 4th floors, where
approximately 80 offices
are designed in such a way
that the city center will
also be a prime location for
corporate houses, they
said. The 2nd floor will be
exclusively dedicated to
women and children, the
3rd floor will have a full
range of food and drink
and brand stores, and the
4th floor will have game
zones, restaurants. Taste
connoisseurs will also be
in for a treat. The 3rd floor
has a newly designed food
court with International
QSRs like McDonald’s,
KFC, Pizza Hut, Burger
King, Domino’s. The 4th
floor features a pub, the
Gaming Zone Cafe. PVR is
located on the 2nd floor
with a completely new
look and more capacity.
PVR has 5 Audis with a
seating capacity of 1089
and has the highest occu-
pancy in the city. All the

above facilities will pro-
vide new heights to the
mall culture and better
convenience and pleasant
experience to the cus-
tomers.

Giving information
about Raipur City Center
Carnival from 20th June to
25th June they said that
carnival would be inaugu-
rated at 4 pm on 20th June
by former cricket star
Kapil Dev. Kapil Dev will
interact with the audience
from 4:30 pm to 5 pm on the
same day. Kapil Dev and
Madan Lal will inaugurate
cricket turf at shopping
mall between 6 pm and 7
pm on 20th June. The car-
nival will also include se-
ries of other programmes
such as World Day Yoga
Celbration, DIET Seminar,
Fashion Show, Audition
for Singing and Dance and
Painting Competition
Fashion Show and Dance
Competition Finale, MRS
Chhattisgarh and MISS
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Competition.

Raipur City Center in new look 
Former star 
cricketers Kapil Dev,
Madan Lal to 
inaugurate the mall
on June 20

Raipur, June 17: The
three-day Teacher Training
Programme concluded on
June 17, 2023 at Maharishi
Vidya Mandir-1. The last
day of the programme
began with ‘Guru Pujan’,
lighting of lamp,
‘Pranayama’ and ‘Dhyan’.

Anita Gwal of
Mahasamund read out 2nd
day report in the first ses-
sion of the last day.
Maharishi Vidya Mandir-1
Principal Mrs Vaishali Seth
gave welcome speech.

Maharishi Vidya Mandir-2
Principal Mrs Monika
Mishra reviewed training
programme of the first and
second day and explained
the importance of
Transcendental Meditation.

In the first session of the
third day, Mrs Monika
Mishra told about the im-
portance of moral values.
According to her the
progress of an individual,
society and country is possi-
ble only through moral val-
ues.

Further, Principal of
Maharishi Vidya Mandir 1,
Mrs. Vaishali Seth urged
everyone to remove words
like despair, depression, ten-
sion from their conscious-
ness. It was explained by Mr
Abhay Shankar Chowdhary,
senior teacher of the school
that the universe is con-
tained within us. In the sec-
ond session of the training
programme, course
overview and one week les-
son plan were prepared by
the trainees. In the third

session of the programme,
interesting programmes
were presented by the
trainees connecting the cul-
ture of different states with
the 16 principles of
Maharishi ji. Certificates
were distributed to all the
trainees. A brief report of
the three-day programme
was presented by the
teacher of Maharishi Vidya
Mandir 1, Mrs. Shilpi
Pandey. The programme
ended successfully with the
National Anthem.

Teacher training programme at Maharishi Vidya Mandir-1
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RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunnee  1177::  Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel announced
the establishment of a model

of Jait Khams in every develop-
ment block headquarters. He
was addressing the people at
the swearing-in ceremony of
newly elected office bearers of

S a t n a m i
Samaj. The
C h i e f
Minister em-
p h a s i s e d
that the
C h h a t t i s -
g a r h
Government
is dedicated
to serving
the people
by following
the path
guided by
saints and
reviving cul-
tural tradi-
tions. 

Addressing the program, the
Chief Minister highlighted the
continued relevance of Baba
Guru Ghasidasji's teachings.
He emphasized the impor-
tance of following the path
shown by Baba Guru Ghasidas
Ji to achieve progress in life. 

The Chief Minister also pro-
vided detailed information
about various government
schemes, urging members of
the Satnami community to ac-
tively participate and avail the
benefits. 

Additionally, he adminis-
tered the oath to newly elected
office bearers of the tehsil-
level Satnami Samaj and dis-
tributed certificates to them.
The event was attended by
local public representatives,
notable individuals, and a large
gathering of people.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, June 17:
Patwaris in Chhattisgarh
have called off their strike
and finally returned to
work. Chief Minister Mr.
Baghel has directed them
to clear the backlog creat-
ed due to the strike as soon
as possible. After ending
the strike on Thursday
night, the office bearers of
the Patwari Sangh met
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel at his official resi-
dence.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel has given them

strict instructions to
promptly complete the
pending works concerning
students and youth. It is
noteworthy that the gov-
ernment is offering a large
number of job opportuni-
ties, for which the young-
sters of the state are excit-
ed. Moving further in this
direction, the Government
of Chhattisgarh is creat-
ing new dimensions in the
field of higher education
as well. Considering these
circumstances and on the
special initiative of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
the Patwaris have called

off the strike.
Chief Minister Baghel

has instructed the
Patwaris to complete the
work of public service on
priority. Chief Minister
has also directed the Chief
Secretary to ensure com-
pletion of the tasks that
were withheld due to the
Patwaris' strike.

It is notable that the
Patwari unions in the
state were on an indefinite
strike since May 15 for
their various demands,
which was causing major
inconvenience to the com-
mon people of the state.

On the other hand,
Supreme Court's instruc-
tions on reservation has
opened a way for recruit-
ment on government posts
in the state, and on the in-
structions of the Chief
Minister, recruitment in
all the departments of
Chhattisgarh is being con-
ducted on a large scale on
motion mode. And
Patwaris have an impor-
tant role in issuing the
documents required for
the recruitment such as
caste, income, and domi-
cile certificates.

With Patwaris being on

strike, students were fac-
ing difficulty in getting
their necessary docu-
ments like caste, domicile
and income certificates is-
sued for the new academic
session. Farmers, com-
mon people, youngsters,
students, everyone was
getting affected due to this
strike, even the urgent
services related to the rev-
enue department were
hindered. Considering the
circumstances, Chief
Minister Mr. Baghel took a
special initiative and
ended the strike of
Patwaris.

‘Complete works within the
time limit with quality’

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, June 17:
Collector Vijay Dayaram
inspected the construction
works being done by the
Public Works Department
in Jagdalpur city on Friday.
He also informed about the
upgradation work of
Golbazar, development and
beautification work of
Samund Chowk, renova-
tion work of Swami
Atmanand Excellent
School Dharampura,
Archery building con-
structed at Sports Complex
Dharampura, running
track, MCA study school of
Bastar University, multi-
level parking and multi-
level parking being con-
structed at Itwari Bazar. He
took stock of the works

under construction at
Commercial Building and
Indira Priyadarshini
Stadium. Expressing dis-
satisfaction over the
progress of the works, he
directed to complete all the
works within the time
limit. He warned of strict
action if the construction
is not completed within the
time limit and if any quali-
ty is not maintained in all
the construction works.

Expressing displeasure
over the slow pace of reno-
vation work of Swami
Atmanand Vidyalaya
Dharampura, he directed
to complete the work with-
in a week. During this,
Executive Engineer of
Public Works Department
AK Singh, Sub-Divisional
Officer RN Sinha and offi-
cers and employees of
Public Works Department
were present.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, June 16: HelpAge
India (Chhattisgarh), to
mark the 'World Elder
Abuse Awareness Day'
(June 15) released a
National & State 2023
Report - "Women &
Ageing: Invisible or
Empowered?" at the New
Convention Hall, New
Circuit House, Civil Lines,
Raipur by Mrs Anila
Bhediya, Minister, Dept of
Social Welfare and other
dignitaries.

A first of its kind report
focusing only on older
women, who are often the
lost and the last in line,
where their needs and
rights are concerned. It ex-
ploring the aspects of
elder abuse and discrimi-
nation, access and owner-
ship of older women to fi-
nancial resources, employ-
ment and employability,
health care, social and dig-
ital inclusion, safety and

security, awareness and
use of redressal mecha-
nisms and others. The sur-
vey was conducted by a
professional research
agency - Ipsos Research
Private Limited.

The main findings on
the economic front, 53% of
the older women do not
feel financially secure. Of
the 47% who 'do' feel se-
cure, 79% are dependent
on their children for fi-
nances. 66% older women
in India don't own any as-
sets, 75% older women do
not have any savings.

In the sphere of digital
inclusion is concerned
older women are far be-
hind, with 60% older
women have never used
digital devices, 59% older
women not owning smart-
phones.13% older women
said they would like to en-
roll for some skill develop-
ment program online.

A significant 48% of
older women have at least

one chronic condition, yet
64% older women have re-
ported not having any
health insurance.

67% older women still
undertake caregiving
roles in their families,
while 36% older women

are not able to manage the
burden of caregiving.

47% of the older women
who are working, said that
they do not find their envi-
ronment at home friendly
towards work, while 36%
of the older women who

are working, say the same
for their environment at
their workplace.

43% Elderly women
worry of getting physical-
ly harmed, with 76% say-
ing its due to 'fear of
falling' and 46% stating
due to weak eyesight.

HelpAge India suggest-
ed the need to raise aware-
ness around the impor-
tance of gainful employ-
ment and undertake ca-
pacity building efforts.
Promote elder friendly
working environments.

Raise awareness on the
importance of physical
and mental health
amongst older women and
their families.Promote a
culture of empathy, under-
standing and respect
through educational plat-
forms. Implement digital
training workshops for
older women, informs
Subhankar Biswas State
Head (Chhattisgarh)
HelpAge India.

Government should abolish the 
compulsion of TET, B.Ed  D.Ed: CPI

Central Chronicle News

BBiijjaappuurr,,  JJuunnee  1177:: The process of
filling the vacant posts of teach-
ers for Bastar and Surguja divi-
sion is going on.  And this is
being done by Chhattisgarh
Professional Examination Board
(CPEB) and it is being said that it
is as per the Court order.  But
this recruitment process is total
centralized, local youth (candi-
dates) will not be selected, sec-
ondly, the qualification of TET,
B.Ed., D.Ed., has been made
mandatory for all categories of
candidates, especially ST, SC,
OBC of South, West, or Central
Bastar.  More than 90% unem-

ployed youth of the class will not
be able to even fill the form, it di-
rectly means that the local will
not be able to get selected.

That's why the Communist
Party of India (CPI) District
Committee Bijapur, under the
leadership of CPI leader
Kamlesh Jhadi has submitted a
memorandum to the Governor
and Chief Minister, Deputy
Collector Suman Raj.  They also
warned of intensifying the agita-
tion if the rules are not made by

changing all these circum-
stances in the interest of the un-
employed youth of Bastar
Surguja. They also warned of
staging chakka jam and holding
bandh, for which the entire re-
sponsibility will be that of the
government.  

On this occasion, senior CPI
leaders P Lakshmi Narayan,
Asantarao, Raju Telam, James
Kudiyam, Budhru, Praveen,
Sukhlu Rinku Suresh etc. many
workers were present.

MDP on Academic Leadership Prog organised by IIM

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, June 17: Indian
Institute of Management
(IIM) Raipur just conclud-
ed a 5 days MDP on
Academic Leadership
Programme for National
Institute of Electronics
Information Technology
(NIELIT is an au-
tonomous scientific socie-
ty under the Ministry of
Electronics and
Information Technology,
Government of India)
aimed at equipping the
senior executives  with
management knowledge
and general management
orientation which will
help them developing
leadership skill in educa-
tion and achieving India's
progress through global

academic standard. The
participants in this
Academic Leadership
Program comprises
D i r e c t o r / J o i n t
Directors/Scientists/Stat
e head across all most all
Indian states including
the head office at Delhi.

The inauguration cere-
mony took place on Jun11,
2023, and was attended by
senior executives of
NIELIT, the Programme

Directors - Prof. Sumeet
Gupta and Prof. Manojit
Chattopadhyay, Prof.
Sanjeev Prashar, and Prof.
Ritu Gupta Chairperson
EL&DC Chairperson.

This MDP program is
meant to share the impor-
tant management aspects
with the participants. The
sessions discussed upon
Digital transformation,
Strategic Skills for
Academic Leadership,

emotional intelligence,
Workplace Stress
M a n a g e m e n t ,
Recruitment and Talent
Management, Marketing
Management, Team
Building, Vision, Mission
and Goal Setting, Digital
and Social Media
Marketing, Project
Management, Effective
C o m m u n i c a t i o n
Strategies, Understanding
Accounting Ratios and

Balance Sheet, Finance
for Managers, Audit and
GFR, Information
Systems Decision
Making, Procurement
Management, and Data-
Driven Decision Making.
These MDP inputs are
likely to contribute to per-
sonal development and
professional effectiveness
of the participants.

Indian Institute of
Management Raipur, in
accordance with its mis-
sion of enhancing man-
agement excellence in the
nation and facilitating
nation-building, views
this MDP for the senior
executives of NIELIT,
Govt. of India as a contri-
bution to enhancing the
effectiveness of a very
important category of
professionals -creating
the backbone of India's
progress.
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For NIELIT

Collector directs PWD

In teacher recruitment
process being done 
by Vyapam in Bastar
and Surguja

BALCO Medical Centre’s Cancer Conclave 2023 
set to transform Cancer care in Central India

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, June 16 The
highly anticipated
Inaugural Chhattisgarh
Cancer Conclave 2023, or-
ganized by BALCO
Medical Centre (BMC),
commenced on 17th June
with an impressive gath-
ering of esteemed oncolo-
gists, researchers, and
healthcare professionals.

This momentous event
aims to facilitate knowl-
edge exchange, discuss
the latest advancements
in oncology, and enhance
patient care. The two day
conference promises to be
a platform for collabora-
tion and excellence in the
field of cancer care.

The opening day of the
conclave was filled with
insightful sessions and ac-
tivities, leaving the atten-
dees inspired and eager to

implement new approach-
es in their practice.
Highlights of the event in-
cluded a live surgery
workshop focusing on
breast cancer, conducted
by leading experts in the
field.

The workshop provided
deep insights into the cur-
rent management of
breast cancer, addressing
various aspects such as
patient selection for up-
front surgery versus
neoadjuvant chemothera-
py, targeted therapy, im-
munotherapy, and recon-
struction techniques.
Case-based discussions
on real-world scenarios
for breast cancer manage-
ment further enriched
the learning experience.

The Inaugural Cancer
Conclave 2023, held at
BMC, promises to be an
annual event that brings

together top on-
cologists from
across the coun-
try and beyond.
The conference
aims to provide
clinicians with
updates on the
latest advance-
ments in oncolo-
gy, empowering
them to deliver
enhanced pa-
tient care.

The 2nd day of
the event contin-
ues with more
focused presen-
tations by renowned na-
tional and international
faculty members, ensur-
ing that participants
gain valuable insights
and enrich their knowl-
edge base.

The event was honored
by the virtual presence of
Mr Anil Agarwal,

Chairman of the Vedanta
Group, who shared his vi-
sion for a cancer-free so-
ciety. "I have closely wit-
nessed people battling
with cancer, their
strength, resilience, and
unwavering spirit deeply
influenced my commit-
ment to improving

healthcare," stated Mr.
Agarwal. He emphasized
Vedanta's focus on en-
hancing the lives of peo-
ple through various so-
cial impact programs and
community development
initiatives, including the
Balco Medical Centre.

Ms. Jyoti Agarwal,

Chairperson of
BALCO Medical
Centre, also
joined the event
and highlighted
the institution's
commitment to
cancer preven-
tion, early diag-
nosis, and com-
prehensive care.

Dr. Rajendra
Achyut Badwe,
the chief guest of
the event,
Director of Tata
M e m o r i a l
Hospital and re-

cipient of the presti-
gious Padma Shri award,
said, "Our goal is to en-
sure that every individ-
ual, regardless of their
location or background,
has access to quality can-
cer care.

The challenges posed
by late-stage diagnoses

due to limited healthcare
access have underscored
the need for innovative
approaches. Through our
pioneering work on the
'Timing of Surgery for
Breast cancer' and the
completion of the first-
ever randomized clinical
trial in India, we have
demonstrated the signifi-
cant impact of early in-
terventions, which result-
ed in a remarkable reduc-
tion of over 25% in the
death rate.

By making cancer diag-
nosis and treatment more
accessible and affordable,
we can save thousands of
lives and improve patient
outcomes. This work is a
crucial step towards our
larger vision of achieving
equitable and comprehen-
sive cancer care for all."

Dr. Mou Roy, Director -
Surgical & Clinical

Oncology,BALCO Medical
Centre, expressed her en-
thusiasm for the live sur-
gery workshop at the
BMC Conclave. The con-
clave was further en-
riched by the presence of
distinguished experts in
the field of oncology, in-
cluding Dr Anil D'Cruz,
Dr. Sanjay Popat, Dr.
Shona Nag, Dr. Shailesh
Shrikhande and Dr. Nishu
Singh Goel.

In a significant contri-
bution towards bring can-
cer care closer to home,
the Hira Group CSR foun-
dation generously donat-
ed a Mammography Van
to the Balco Medical
Centre. This mammogra-
phy van is the first of its
kind in Chhattisgarh and
will play a pivotal role in
early cancer detection,
particularly in remote
parts of central India.

Older women face the brunt of exclusion

Subhankar Biswas State Head (Chhattisgarh) HelpAge
India addressing the gathering.

Promptly complete the works 
concerning youth and students: CM

Clear the backlog as soon as possible- CM instructs to Patwari's returning from strike

Baghel announces establishment
of a model of Jait Khams



Central Chronicle News

Arang, June 17: The
Cabinet Minister for
Urban Administration
and Development
Department Dr Shiv
Kumar Daharia during his
visit to Delhi on Friday,
paid courtesy visit to the
AICC National President
Mallikarjun Kharge.

On this occasion he in-
formed him about the pub-

lic welfare schemes
being run in the state
under leadership of CM
Bhupesh Baghel. He said
that through Atmanand
School there is apprecia-
tion of Chhattisgarh's
education model all over
the country.

He also gave him infor-
mation about the
schemes of the Labour
department; Mitaan
Yojana by the Urban

Administration deptt;
Slum Swasthya Yojana
and Dhanwantari Medical
Stores.

Kharge hailed the state
government's schemes
and asked to ensure that
the Congress forms the
government in the next VS
polls due by the end of this
year.
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Villagers face increasing challenges
from overloaded vehicles

MMaaggaarrllooaadd,,  JJuunnee  1177::    The ongoing
construction of the Bharat Mala
road, aimed at directly connecting
Raipur to Visakhapatnam via the
development block of Kurud
through Magarload, has resulted in
mounting difficulties for local vil-
lagers. The presence of numerous
overloaded vehicles involved in the
road construction has led to signifi-
cant problems, including dust and
mud issues. Both drivers and vil-
lagers find themselves grappling
with these challenges, particularly
when gusts of wind carry the air-
borne dust particles, causing incon-
venience to commuters.

It is worth noting that the ABD
company is currently responsible
for the road widening construction
project, encompassing drain con-
struction and road development.
Unfortunately, the continuous
movement of overloaded vehicles
engaged in the Bharat Mala road
construction has led to the road's
deterioration, necessitating repeat-

ed compensation and repairs.
Residents from villages such as
Megha, Kareli Chhoti, Chhipli, Luge,
Mohandi, and other areas situated
alongside the road have voiced
their concerns. They have high-
lighted the incomplete status of the
road constructed by the ABD com-
pany, resulting in pervasive mud
accumulation. The constant flow of
heavy vehicles generates excessive
dust, significantly impacting the
well-being and tranquility of the vil-
lagers. In the interest of the public,
local residents have urged the gov-
ernment authorities to swiftly halt
the operation of overloaded vehi-
cles on the road. Furthermore, the
impact of ABD's construction activi-
ties on the road's progress is no-
ticeable, hindering the overall proj-
ect advancement. In the past, vil-
lagers had also called upon the rel-
evant department to consider con-
structing a concrete road from
Megha to Kurud, which would re-
duce future maintenance costs.

MOMENTUM RITE Project helps for successful vaccination campaign
Central Chronicle News

Kanker, June 17: The
MOMENTUM Routine
I m m u n i z a t i o n
Transformation and
Equity (RITE) Project,
supported by the U.S.
Agency for International
Development (USAID),
commemorates the
achievements of the vacci-
nation campaign in
Chhattisgarh.

The Project along with
local non-governmental
organizations like
SAMARTHAN, Transport
Corporation of India (TCI)
Foundation, HelpAge
India, Shanta Memorial
Rehabilitation Center
(SMRC), The Leprosy
Mission Trust India
(TLMTI) played a crucial
role to build vaccine confi-
dence amongst priority
groups.

The global outbreak of
the pandemic had a signifi-
cant impact on communi-
ties worldwide, with mar-
ginalized populations like
Tribal, particularly vul-

nerable tribal groups
(PVTG), transgender, preg-
nant, and lactating
women, etc. facing particu-
larly severe consequences.

Among these vulnera-

ble groups were pregnant
and lactating women in
low-resource settings, who
faced unique health chal-
lenges for both themselves
and their infants. Despite

the obstacles, ASHAs,
ANMs, and Anganwadi
workers played a vital role
in mobilizing these
women, ensuring their
timely completion of vac-
cination doses.

Additionally, the team
established COVID-19 vac-
cination camps in both
urban and rural areas of
Chhattisgarh to ensure
comprehensive vaccina-
tion coverage among the
elderly population within
the community.

Engagement with
school groups played an
important role as change
agents in the COVID-19
vaccination drive. The tra-
ditional game of 'Snake
and Ladder' was cus-
tomized with COVID-19
messaging. This creative
representation of positive
vaccine messaging lead to
increased vaccine confi-

dence.
NSS volunteers from

government schools
demonstrated their dedi-
cation by conducting door-
to-door campaigns, active-
ly engaging communities,
and promoting awareness
about the COVID-19 vac-
cine.

On the success of the
campaign, Dr. Gopal K.
Soni, Project Director,
Momentum Routine
I m m u n i z a t i o n
Transformation & Equity
Project said "The vaccina-
tion campaign against
COVID-19 in Chhattisgarh
showcased an exceptional
level of commitment from
the state government,
project team, and vaccina-
tors who went above and
beyond to ensure that vac-
cination reached high-risk
and underserved commu-
nities."

Five Chouksey students 
selected in L&T Campus Drive

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, June 17: When it
comes to quality and place-
ments in Bilaspur region,
Corporates are looking to
hire from top colleges of
Chhattisgarh, as in result,
Chouksey Group of
Colleges, Bilaspur has been
the choice of the top compa-
nies and multinationals.
Chouksey Group of
Colleges has the highest
number of placements in
their bag in last 22 years in
the region, and count is still
going on.

As the top-most core sub-
jects - bagging over 48% of
offers - includes Computer
Engineering, Electrical,
Civil, Electronics &
Telecommunication and
Mechanical Engineering
followed by MBA and
Pharmacy. MBA Post

Graduates secured 28% of
the total offers rolled out by
the employers.

Marking the historical
movement for this session
2022-23, campus drive by
L&T Finance was conduct-
ed in Chouksey Group of
Colleges, Bilaspur on 15th
June 2023. This was the
first time that the region
saw the L&T Campus Drive
in any College for the stu-
dents of Engineering,

B.Com., B.Sc. and PGDCA.
Good number of students

participated in this physi-
cal campus drive. In the oc-
casion of the placement
drive, Company Officials A.
Raj and P. Sahu visited the
Campus and conducted dif-
ferent rounds and at the end
of the day Rajdeep Rajak,
Teshu Namdeo, Sandeep
Jaiswal , Akhilesh shriwas,
and Aman Tiwari Student
of final year were finally se-

lected.
On the same day, their

joining documentation was
also processed. On this oc-
casion, Managing Director
of Chouksey Group of
Colleges, Dr. Ashish
Jaiswal greeted the selected
students and wished them a
very bright future. Prof. V.
S. Kharsan, TPO of
Chouksey Group of
Colleges voted thanks to
the company officials.

Chouksey is continuing
its final placement process
for the batch of students en-
rolled in its flagship of
Engineering, B.Com., B.Sc.,
PGDCA, Pharmacy and
Management courses for
the year 2022-23 and has
achieved remarkable per-
centage growth in place-
ments this year, as per infor-
mation of the officials of
Chouksey.

The placement season
saw participation of indus-
tries from sectors like
Manufacturing, analytics,
IT, consulting and logistics,
E-Commerce, Telecommu-
nication, with among oth-
ers, have participated in
campus drive placement for
this academic session. The
placement session still con-
tinues looking for the bene-
fits of the current students
of Chouksey Group.

Dr Shiv Kumar Daharia meets
AICC National President

Apprise him about state govt’s schemes

Collector inspects ongoing construction
projects, urges swift completion

Central Chronicle News

Korba, June 17: Collector
Sanjeev Jha conducted a
comprehensive inspection of
multiple construction sites
within the Korba Municipal
Corporation area. With a
focus on expediting the
progress, he provided crucial
instructions to officials over-
seeing the projects. On this
occasion, the Municipal
Commissioner of Korba,
Prabhakar Pandey, along
with officials from various
construction departments

and representatives from dif-
ferent unit, were present.
The Convention Hall,
Vocational Training Center,
and the ongoing construc-
tion of a government school
building were specifically ad-
dressed during the inspec-
tion. Ensuring the highest
standards of efficiency and
cleanliness, Jha under-
scored the urgency of com-
pleting the pending work at
the Convention Hall premis-
es near the district jail. With
an approximate seating ca-
pacity of 2,000 people, the
Convention Hall holds great
potential for various events.
Therefore, Collector Jha in-
structed officials to expedite
the construction and finalize
proposals for sound systems,

air conditioning, electrical
arrangements, boundary
walls, campus beautification,
as well as the main entrance
construction. Furthermore,
he emphasized the need to
improve the drainage system
and install high mast lights
within the Convention Hall
premises. Similar attention
was given to the nearby
Vocational Training Center,
known as the Vivekananda
Educational Complex, where
the Collector gathered de-
tailed information.
Acknowledging the signifi-
cance of this center for edu-
cational activities, he in-
spected all the halls and
shops, urging officials to ex-
pedite the remaining con-
struction work and ensure

prompt completion of
cleanliness, painting, and
area development tasks.
Continuing his inspec-
tion, he visited the con-
struction site near the
Overbridge within the
Government Higher
Secondary School prem-
ises. There, he issued ex-
plicit instructions to the
relevant construction
agency and officials,
stressing the importance
of maintaining quality
and timely completion of
the pending work. His
objective was to enable
the utilization of the
new building for teach-
ing purposes at the start
of the upcoming aca-
demic session.

Directives issued for
Convention Hall,
Training Center, and
School Building
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New Delhi, Jun 17: 

Bharti Foundation, the
philanthropic arm of
Bharti Enterprises, an-
nounced the launch of a
virtual Teachers’
Summer Fest to be con-
ducted on
TheTeacherApp, a new
tech-initiative by the
Foundation. It’s a 10-day
long Fest starting from
21st June, 2023 across
India. A range of topics
related to the theme of the
Summer Fest – ‘Theatre
and Storytelling in
Education’, will be cov-
ered by experts, Dr.

JaishreeSethi, a story-
teller and teacher trainer
based in Delhi and Ms.
Choiti Ghosh, well-known
actor through webinars
(conducted in Hinglish),
theatre games and panel
discussion.

Govt. of India launched
NIPUN (National
Initiative for Proficiency
in Reading with
Understanding and
Numeracy) Bharat on
5thJuly 2021 under the
aegis of the centrally
sponsored scheme of
SamagraShiksha. The vi-
sion of NIPUN Bharat
Mission is to create an en-
abling environment to en-
sure the universal acqui-
sition of foundational lit-
eracy and numeracy
(FNL), so that every child
achieves the desired
learning competencies in

reading, writing, and nu-
meracy by the end of
Grade 3, by 2026-27.

Bharti Foundation en-
courages teachers nation-
wide to seize this opportu-
nity for personal and pro-
fessional growth. By par-
ticipating in Teachers'
Summer Fest, educators
can engage in stimulating
discussions, gain fresh in-
sights, and contribute to a
nationwide movement for
transformative education.
Let's come together to cel-
ebrate and empower our
teachers for their invalu-
able contributions to 
society.

Ms Mamta Saikia, CEO,
Bharti Foundation, ex-
pressed her excitement to-
wards the initiative and
said, “Bharti Foundation
has been relentlessly
working towards making

quality education avail-
able to the underprivi-
leged children, especially
girls. With many flagship
p r o g r a m s ,
T h e T e a c h e r A p p ’ s
Summer Fest is another
initiative towards our
goal of ensuring quality
education by empowering
school learners, teachers
and educationists. We aim
to target 10,000+ teachers
across India.”

The Teachers’ Summer
Fest will be conducted vir-
tually on TheTeacherApp,
making it accessible to a
wider audience. A new
tab will be created on
TheTeacherApp exclu-
sively for Teachers’
Summer Fest followed a
calendar/journey of up-
coming events: Webinars,
Quizzes, Polls, competi-
tions etc.

Teachers’ Summer Fest from Jun 21-30
On the theme
‘Theatre &
Storytelling in
Education’

BRIEF

Arrested  
Cherukupalli: Three
men were arrested for
setting a minor boy on
fire resulting in his
death in Bapatla dis-
trict, police said on
Saturday.Pamu
Venkateswar Reddy
(20), the prime ac-
cused, along with
three other persons-
Pamu Gopi Reddy (25),
Mandela Veera Babu
(20) and Tumma
Sambi Reddy- waylaid
the boy, thrashed him,
poured petrol on his
person and set him
ablaze, police said.

Man killed
Jammu: A 66-year-
old man was axed to
death over a dispute
related to the extrac-
tion of stones in
Jammu and
Kashmir's Doda dis-
trict, police said on
Saturday.The ac-
cused, Bharov Singh
(31), was arrested
from the forested
Gandoh area within
four hours of the
murder, a police offi-
cial said.

Mishap
Gurugram: A man
was killed and two
others critically in-
jured when armed
assailants allegedly
opened fire at a
crowded liquor shop
in the Manesar area
here, police said on
Saturday.The inci-
dent took place on
Friday around 8.30
pm in Panchgaon
when two men ar-
rived at the shop and
fired more than 15
rounds, they said.

Monsoon session 
Panaji: The mon-
soon session of the
Goa Legislative
Assembly will begin
from July 18 and
state Governor P S
Sreedharan Pillai
has issued an order
to this effect, an offi-
cial said on Saturday.
The governor issued
the order on Friday,
he said.

Mishap
Etawah: Two women
were killed and four
other persons were in-
jured when their auto-
rickshaw collided
with a pickup van on
the Etawah-Kannauj
road, officials said.
The incident hap-
pened Friday evening
in an area within the
jurisdiction of
Marthana police sta-
tion, Station House
Officer Upendra
Kumar Rathi said.

Detected 
Jammu: An anti-per-
sonnel mine was de-
tected by troops along
the Line of Control
(LoC) in Jammu and
Kashmir's Poonch dis-
trict on Friday, offi-
cials said. The mine
will be defused on
Saturday, they said.
According to officials,
the mine was found
during routine pa-
trolling in Haryala
area in Mendhar
tehsil of the district.

Fire and Emergency
Services personnel rescue
a woman who was
trapped inside after a
house collapsed due to
heavy rains, in
Ahmedabad, Saturday.

Imphal/Kolkata, Jun 17 (PTI): 

Two civilians were in-
jured as mobs clashed
with security forces
overnight in Imphal town
and attempts were made to
torch the houses of BJP
leaders, officials said on
Saturday.

In separate incidents,
automatic gunfire was re-
ported from Kwakta in
Bishnupur district of
Manipur and Kangvai in
Churachandpur district
through the night.

An attempt was also
made to loot weapons from

Iringbam police station in
Imphal West. However, no
weapons were stolen.

Army, Assam Rifles and
Manipur Rapid Action
Force held joint marches
till midnight through the
state capital to halt rioters
from congregating.

A mob of approximately
1,000 people came together
to try and burn down
buildings near the palace
compound. RAF fired tear
gas and rubber bullets to
disperse the crowd.

Another mob tried to set
the house of Biswajeet,
MLA on fire. RAF column,
however, dispersed the
crowd. Another mob sur-
rounded the BJP office
post midnight at Sinjemai,

but could not do any harm
as an Army column dis-
persed it.

Similarly, a crowd tried
to vandalise the home of
Sharda Devi, BJP
(women's wing) president
near Porampet in Imphal
around midnight. Security
forces managed to dis-
perse the youth.

Earlier in the day,
crowds set up roadblocks
and torched properties in
the heart of Imphal town
on Friday, officials said.

Among others, a house
belonging to Union
Minister RK Ranjan Singh
was attacked and attempts
were made to burn it down
on Thursday night. A
warehouse near the royal

palace belonging to a re-
tired tribal IAS officer was
burnt down completely on
Friday.

Security guards and
firefighters managed to
control arson attempts by
the mob and save the
house of the minister of
state for External Affairs
here from being gutted on
Thursday night.

A mob clashed with
RAF personnel on Friday
evening after it had set the
warehouse afire. The
group also burnt tyres,
logs and waste in the mid-
dle of roads in Wangkhei,
Porompat and Thangapat
areas affecting the flow of
traffic in Manipur's capi-
tal town, officials said.

Two injured as security
forces, mobs clash in Imphal

Attempts at torching
houses of BJP leaders

RATH YATRA PREPARATIONS

A police convoy passes through the route of Lord Jagannath Rath Yatra during 
rehearsals, in Ahmedabad, Saturday.

Madurai, Jun 17 (PTI):

Tamil Nadu BJP leader S
G Suryah was arrested by
the police from Chennai late
on Friday, with the party's
state unit chief K
Annamalai slamming the
move as an attempt to "cur-
tail free speech." Police
sources said the action was
based on a CPI(M) complaint
against a social media post
of the BJP state secretary.

Suryah was arrested

under sections of IPC and
the IT Act, police said.

"The arrest of
@BJP4TamilNadu State
Secretary Thiru
@SuryahSG avl is highly
condemnable. His only mis-
take was to expose the nasty
double standards of the com-
munists, allies of DMK.
Using state machinery to
curtail free speech & getting
jittery for the slightest criti-
cism is unbecoming of a
democratically elected
leader and, indeed, are signs
of an autocratic leader in
the making," Annamalai
tweeted.

TN BJP secretary arrested
Annamalai slams 
ruling DMK

New Delhi, Jun 17 (PTI):
The CBI conducted search-
es at 25 locations in con-
nection with an FIR regis-
tered against 21 BSNL offi-
cials, including a former
general manager, officials
said.

The premier investiga-
tive agency alleged that
the accused officials en-
tered into a conspiracy
with a contractor to cheat
the government-run
Bharat Sanchar Nigam
Limited (BSNL). The CBI

registered the FIR against
officials of BSNL Assam
Circle, including a former
general manager, deputy
general manager, assistant
general manager, and
chief accounts officer in
Jorhat, Sibsagar,
Guwahati and other
places, they said. The FIR
also mentions the name of
a private person, officials
said. "It was alleged that
the contractor was given a
work order for laying
National Optical Fibre
Network Cable through
open trenching method at
Rs 90,000 per km," a CBI

spokesperson said in a
statement on Friday. "It
was also alleged that later
on, the contractor made
different pleas, including
no right of way from the
owner of private land, to
convert the open trench-
ing method to horizontal
directional drilling
method at Rs 2.30 lakh per
km in spite of the provi-
sion of the right of way,
easement clause in the
contract, thereby violated
tender clause and caused
loss of Rs 22 crore (approx-
imately) to the BSNL," the
official said.

CBI books senior BSNL officials for graft
Searches 25 locations

New Delhi, Jun 17 (PTI): 

A 'Raahgiri Day' will
be held on June 18 on a
section of a pedestri-
anised road in old Delhi's
Chandni Chowk, civic of-
ficials said on Friday.

This activity is being
undertaken as part of
the several initiatives
taken to spruce up the
city for the G20 summit
later this year, they said.

As part of G20-related

initiatives, the
Municipal Corporation
of Delhi (MCD) and
Delhi Police, in collabo-
ration with Raahgiri
Foundation, FIA
Foundation, PMNCH,
and Nagarro will organ-
ise 'Raahgiri Day' event
in Chandni Chowk on
June 18, the MCD said in
a statement.

The event will be held
on Chandni Chowk's
non-motorised vehicle
road stretch from
Chandni Chowk-Town
Hall to Gurdwara
Sisganj Sahib, it said.

MCD to host ‘Raahgiri Day’ today
To promote sustainable
transportation

Guwahati, Jun 17 (PTI): 

Assam's flood situation
worsened on Friday with
incessant rainfall inundat-
ing new areas across 11
districts and impacting
over 34,000 people.

Most of the rivers, in-
cluding the Brahmaputra,
are maintaining a trend of
rising water level at differ-
ent places though none are
flowing above the danger
mark, according to the
daily flood report of the
Assam State Disaster
Management Authority
(ASDMA).

Altogether 34,189 people,
comprising 14, 675 women
and 3,787 children, are
reeling under the impact
of the deluge.

The number of people

affected by the flood wa-
ters has increased from
over 29,000 in three dis-
tricts on Thursday as the
rain continued in the state.

Bishwanath, Darrang,
Dhemaji, Dibrugarh,
Lakhimpur, Tamulpur
and Udalguri are among
the affected districts.

Lakhimpur is the worst
hit with over 23,516 people
suffering from the deluge,
followed by Dibrugarh
with 3,857, Darrang with
2231, Bishwanath with
2231 and Dhemaji with
1,085.

Eleven relief distribu-
tion centres with eight in
Lakhimpur and two in
Udalguri, have been set up.

Altogether 77 villages
have been adversely im-
pacted by floods and 209.67
hectares of crop areas
have been damaged across
Assam, the ASDMA said.

Four embankments, two
each in Lakhimpur and
Udalguri, have been
breached.

Massive erosions have
been reported from
Biswanath, Bongaigaon,
Dibrugarh, Golaghat,
Jorhat, Karbi Anglong
West, Lakhimpur,
Morigaon, Nalbari,
Sonitpur, Tamulpur and
Udalguri districts, the
ASDMA said.

Landslides have also
been reported from some
parts of Dima Hasao and
Kamrup districts follow-
ing heavy rainfall, the re-
port said.

Embankments, roads,
bridges and other infra-
structure have been dam-
aged by flood waters in
Baksa, Biswanath,
Dhemaji, Dibrugarh,
Lakhimpur, Nalbari, and
Udalguri districts.

Assam flood worsens as incessant rain continues

WATERLOGGED STREETS

A fruit vendor wades through a waterlogged road after rainfall, in Guwahati, Saturday. 

34,000 people affected

Kolkata, Jun 17 (PTI): 

Senior Trinamool
Congress MLA Madan
Mitra on Friday made con-
troversial remarks against
Governor CV Ananda
Bose for his remarks on
clashes during the filing of
nominations for the pan-
chayat polls and said that
the Raj Bhavan occupant
must behave impartially
and not as an "opposition
leader". After visiting
Bhangore in South 24

Parganas district, where
supporters of two political
parties clashed on
Thursday leaving three
persons dead, Bose said
that political violence will
not be tolerated, asserting
that "there will be action
and no alibi for inaction".

"Some undesirable inci-
dents have happened in
some parts of Bengal. I
have made my inferences
about them. No violence
will be tolerated and we
will have to end it," Bose
said. The comments
kicked off an angry reac-
tion from the TMC MLA.
"The governor is trying to

act like God, but he doesn't
look like one... the gover-
nor should not behave like
the BJP state president or
else we know how to deal
with such a situation,"
Mitra said while making
the disparaging remark.

TMC state spokesperson
Kunal Ghosh said the gov-
ernor must behave impar-
tially.

"On such a hot and
humid day, we saw the gov-
ernor visiting various
areas of Bhangore. He
should behave impartially
and not act based on only
the inputs from the opposi-
tion parties.

TMC MLA makes controversial remark against guv
Asks him to behave
impartially
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Washington, Jun 17 (PTI):

The India-US relation-
ship is now headed to the
next level, India’s top
envoy here has said as he
emphasised that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
upcoming visit here will
have an impact not only on
the two countries but also
on other nations.

Prime Minister Modi is
visiting the US from June
21-24 at the invitation of
US President Joe Biden
and First Lady Jill Biden.
They will host Modi at a
state dinner on June 22.
The visit also includes an
address to the Joint
Session of the Congress on
June 22.

“The relationship is
now going at the next
level and there are a num-
ber of aspects in this visit
which are pointing to-
wards that,” Indian
Ambassador to the US

Taranjit Singh Sandhu
told PTI on Friday.

Modi will arrive here
on June 21 after attending
the International Yoga
Day in New York.

He will receive a cere-
monial welcome at the
White House on June 22,
and meet US President
Joe Biden to continue
their high-level dialogue.

“It’ll also provide an op-
portunity to both the lead-
ers to be able to spend
time together and discuss
across the board a num-
ber of issues which are of

mutual interest,” Sandhu
said. Biden and First Lady
Jill Biden will host a State
Dinner in honour of the
prime minister on the
same evening.

At the invitation of
Congressional leaders,
the prime minister will
address a Joint Sitting of
the US Congress on June
22. “Now we are talking of
actually real partnership
in terms of core develop-
ment, in terms of collabo-
ration. You will see across
the areas there is going to
be much more coopera-
tion and working together.
This will have an impact
not only for the United
States and India but also
for many third countries,”
Sandhu said.

Vice President Kamala
Harris, along with
Secretary of State Tony
Blinken, is hosting a
luncheon for the prime
minister on June 23.

India-US relationship reaching next
level: Ambassador Sandhu

Islamabad, Jun 17 (PTI):

The ruling Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) has picked
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif as the party’s pres-
ident while Maryam
Nawaz, the daughter of
the party supremo,
Nawaz Sharif, was chosen
as the senior vice presi-
dent.

The decision was taken
in a meeting on Friday of
the PML-N general coun-
cil, which also chose sev-

eral office bearers, includ-
ing Ahsan Iqbal as secre-
tary general.

Among other party
leaders, Marriyum
Aurangzeb was picked as
the secretary of informa-
tion, Ataullah Tarar as
the deputy secretary, and
Ishaq Dar as the secretary
of finance and overseas
affairs.

The elections were
uncontested, apparently
indicating a show of
unity within the PML-N,
but actually an indica-
tion of the iron grip by
the Sharif family mem-
bers who virtually
hand-picked every office
holder of the party.

Shehbaz was elevated
in 2018 to hold the reins
of the party after his
elder brother as well as
former premier Nawaz
Sharif was first disqual-
ified as prime minister
and later barred by the
country’s apex court to
lead the party as the
president.

It is believed that
Nawaz Sharif, who is liv-
ing in London since 2019
when he went there for
treatment, actually calls
the shots in the PML-N
by working in the shad-
ows and every decision
in the party is taken
with his consent.

Insiders say that he
even makes top appoint-

ments in the government
and was instrumental in
the elevation of Ishaq Dar

as finance minister last
year in place of Miftah
Ismail.

Pakistan’s ruling PML-N chooses Shehbaz Sharif as party president

Maryam Nawaz 
vice-president



T he monsoon is gradually
becoming active in the

southern regions of the country,
marking the beginning of the
rainy season. The sound of rain,
the sweet smell of wet soil, and
the greenery all around fill
everyone with excitement and
glee. During the rainy season,
there is an increased demand for
hot pakoras and tea. Everyone
craves something hot, spicy, and
fried. It feels just right to indulge
in such food. However, this sea-
son also brings several caution-
ary troubles.

The arrival of monsoon after
the scorching heat brings along
viral, bacterial, fungal, vector-
borne, and water-borne diseases.
The reason behind this is that
pathogenic microorganisms find
a suitable warm and moist envi-
ronment to multiply. Many
health problems arise during
this season due to contaminated
food and water, such as cold, flu,
malaria, dengue, typhoid, stom-
ach-related diseases, and skin
diseases. In such situations, our
immunity acts as a shield
against diseases, and maintain-
ing healthy dietary habits also
helps in disease prevention. By
controlling our cravings, we can

protect ourselves from illnesses.
In our country, the rainy season
lasts mainly for four months,
known as Chaturmas (a group of
four months). According to our
ancient practices, there has been
a tradition of fasting or consum-
ing light, simple food during
these four months, allowing our
digestive system to rest and func-
tion properly. However, nowa-
days, we tend to go against these
practices and invite diseases by
consuming spicy, fried, and rich
foods in the name of taste.

To ensure a balanced nutri-
tion and immunity, it is crucial
to maintain a diet that strikes a
good balance between the two.
In this season, you should pay
special attention to what you eat
and drink. Some general nutri-
tion principles can help you stay
healthy and enjoy the season.
Here are some good food and
diet habits that contribute to
good health even in this season:
Consumption of foods rich in

Vitamin C: Vitamin C helps
boost the body's immunity.
Include citrus fruits and vegeta-
bles in your diet, such as lemon,
amla, tomato, orange, sweet lime,
tangerine, and papaya. Vitamin
C aids in fighting infections like

cold and flu, improves digestion,
and strengthens bones.

Understanding the medici-
nal properties of spices: Some
spices, like black pepper,
turmeric, garlic, and ginger,
strengthen our immune system.
Use them for their nutritional
benefits, not just for taste.
Consuming basil, ginger decoc-
tion, lemon ginger water, etc.,
provides health benefits.

Turmeric: Turmeric is con-
sidered an immune booster in
Ayurveda and is known as the
Golden Spice of the Kitchen.
The curcumin element present
in turmeric has anti-infective
properties. Drinking turmeric
milk at home is still a common
practice. Turmeric has antisep-
tic, antifungal, and antimicro-
bial properties.

Indian Tea (Decoction):
Herbs like dry black pepper, gin-
ger, cloves, cinnamon, car-
damom, and basil leaves aid in
boosting our immunity. Boil
these ingredients well in water to
make Indian tea or decoction.
Cardamom and clove have anti-
bacterial properties, black pepper
prevents cold and flu, and cinna-
mon aids in blood circulation.
Kadha can be a great alternative
to tea during the monsoon.

Consuming plenty of water:
It is essential to stay hydrated re-
gardless of the weather. Drink
plenty of water, juice, etc., every
day or consume fruits and veg-
etables that contain a high water
content.

Foods to Avoid in 
the Rainy Season:

Faulty food habits increase the
risk of illnesses during the
monsoon season manifold.
Eating street food: It's impor-

tant to avoid street food during

the monsoon season. The tem-
perature and humidity condi-
tions create an ideal environ-
ment for bacterial and fungal
growth in food, leading to quick
contamination and potential
health risks.

Avoid fried and stale food:
While it's acceptable to enjoy
fried foods like samosas or frit-
ters in moderation during this
season, excessive consumption
can cause stomach problems.
Digestive issues, intestinal in-
flammation, vomiting, and diar-
rhea are some common prob-
lems that can arise. It's crucial to
exercise control and moderation
when indulging in such foods.

By following the aforemen-
tioned household and general di-
etary practices, we can signifi-
cantly reduce the risk of infec-
tions during the monsoon sea-
son. With controlled and mind-
ful food choices, we can fully
enjoy the season. As the saying
goes, "Jaan hai to jahan hai,"
meaning nothing is more impor-
tant than health.

As we embrace the monsoon
season, let's remember to priori-
tize our well-being. Along with
nourishing our bodies with im-
munity-boosting foods and
adopting healthy habits, we
should also be mindful of main-
taining hygiene, such as wash-
ing hands frequently and con-
suming clean and filtered water.
These practices will help us stay
healthy and make the most of
this beautiful season filled with
the joy of rain, the fragrance of
wet soil, and the lush greenery
all around.

(Sr. Educationist  &
Columnist, Dehradun,

Uttarakhand. Views 
are personal)
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Modi Government's
Interference

The Modi government, allegedly
aided by the Delhi Police, is accused
of undermining a sexual harassment
case involving Brij Bhushan Sharan
Singh. Critics argue that the govern-
ment aims to weaken the case, se-
curing Singh's exoneration. Wrestler
girls' testimonies should be taken
seriously, given the prevalence of
sexual harassment among women
athletes. This situation draws paral-
lels to the Larry Nassar case, where
a doctor abused numerous young fe-
male athletes for years. However,
obtaining concrete evidence in
cases involving guardian miscon-
duct is challenging, emphasizing the
importance of trusting the
wrestlers' accounts. Concerns arise
regarding justice in a country where
political power plays a significant
role, especially with an approaching
election. Additionally, suspicions
persist that the government pres-
sured a minor's father into retract-
ing his daughter's complaint, further
eroding rights and personal opinions
of young women regarding harass-
ment. The Delhi Police's swift dis-
missal of evidence and request to
cancel the POCSO case exemplify
the influence of powerful figures in
Indian politics. The athletes' quest
for justice remains doubtful. 
BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,  FFaarriiddaabbaadd

Rahul’s Truck Journey
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi

embarked on a unique adventure
during his visit to the United States,
traveling from Washington to New
York in a truck. This isn't the first
time Gandhi has taken to the roads
in a truck; he previously undertook
a similar journey in Punjab to un-
derstand the challenges faced by
truck drivers. Throughout his trip,
he emphasized that American
trucks are far more comfortable
than their Indian counterparts,
highlighting the lack of concern for
driver comfort in India. Tejinder
Gill, a truck driver accompanying
him, expressed admiration for the
high level of safety and the ab-
sence of police interference and
theft concerns in American trucks.
Gandhi believes that the Indian
government should prioritize pro-
viding similar facilities in trucks
and eradicate corruption, thereby
ensuring a prosperous and secure
trucking industry.

TTaauukkiirr  RRaahhmmaannii,,  MMuummbbaaii

Internet: Balancing Act
In the modern era, the internet

has seamlessly integrated into our
daily lives, making it nearly impossi-
ble to disconnect. The internet
brings a multitude of advantages,
including online education, easy ac-
cess to information, cashless trans-
actions, and global connectivity.
However, its impact on children and
students is a concern, often divert-
ing their attention from studies. It is
crucial for parents and teachers to
play an active role in guiding young
individuals on the responsible and
positive use of digital tools while
helping them navigate away from
the potential negative effects. By
striking a balance, we can harness
the internet's potential while safe-
guarding the well-being of our
younger generation.

Hassan Khan, Hyderabad
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Children play with waters on a hot summer day, in Kolkata, Saturday, May 17.

JOYFUL WATER FROLIC

Understanding the Usefulness of 
‘Jaan hai to jahan hai’ in the Monsoon

Rathin Kumar Chanda

B ehold the revered pilgrimage
that unites India, connecting

every corner of the nation through
roadways, railways, and air. This
hallowed destination, known far and
wide, radiates its divine aura
through the Jagannath Temple and
the grand spectacle of Rathyatra, an
annual festival that enthralls the
masses in Puri. For 42 days, the re-
splendent Rath or chariot is
painstakingly crafted with 4000 sa-
cred woods, transported via river-
ways. Once the Rathyatra con-
cludes, these woods are used to
prepare the voga, a symbolic food
offering to Lord Jagannath for the
entire year.

Throughout history, the
Rathyatra of Puri has faced numer-
ous disruptions, with various rulers
attempting to assert control over
this sacred procession and even de-
molish the Hindu archaeological
foundation. From 1568 to 1577, the
Rathyatra was halted for a formida-
ble nine years due to the villainous
actions of Kalapahar. Attacks on
Puri led to suspensions in 1601,
1607, 1611, and 1617. Muslim rulers
unleashed an assault on the Puri
temple, resulting in a two-year sus-
pension from 1621 to 1623. The

most prolonged interruption oc-
curred from 1692, lasting a stagger-
ing 13 years. Another black year ar-
rived in 1731, with the Rathyatra
ceasing for three years until 1735.

Puri holds a special place in the
hearts of Bengalis, serving as the
ideal destination for a comfortable,
secure, and delightful getaway. It
embodies the dreams of Bengalis, a
place where they can visit at any
time of the year without the burden
of exorbitant hotel expenses or
everyday life pressures. Puri has be-
come a second home for Bengalis,
with their thoughts instantly gravi-
tating towards this enchanting loca-
tion whenever the idea of a tour
emerges.

Indeed, Puri offers tranquility by
the sea, a haven for those seeking
solace. Time loses its significance
as days, weeks, and even months
pass beside the Bay of Bengal, with
waves crashing onto the shores. The
mesmerizing vistas of sunrise and
sunset paint nature's canvas with
breathtaking beauty. Each visit un-
veils a new facet of this enchanting
coastal destination, where the al-
lure of its natural wonders seems
limitless. As night falls, the sight of
candlelit trawlers adrift in the sea,
fishing for their bounty, is a capti-
vating sight. The diligent lifeguards,

or Nulias, are always vigilant in en-
suring the safety of tourists.

Another delightful surprise
awaits within the realms of the
Jagannath Temple, where the archi-
tectural marvels and archaeological
wonders leave an indelible impres-
sion on all who visit. Bengalis have
known Lord Jagannath since the
days of Sri Chaitanya, who em-
barked on a pilgrimage to Puri to
seek darshan of his beloved deity,
Lord Krishna, in the form of Lord
Jagannath. The temple premises,
steeped in historical and mythical
significance, never cease to fasci-
nate disciples who come to pay
their respects.

Witnessing the flag-hoisting cer-
emony atop the temple at dusk is a
spectacle that captivates the sens-
es. Each day, curious onlookers as-
cend the temple steps, eagerly
awaiting this momentous event.
The temple opens its doors to
countless devotees from around the
world, granting them the privilege
of witnessing Lord Jagannath's di-
vine presence, free of charge. For
those fortunate enough, the oppor-
tunity to have a personal encounter
with Lord Jagannath through a pay-
on-visit arrangement is truly a cher-
ished moment. Anticipation builds
as devotees eagerly await the

prasad, the sacred offering from the
temple. Each culinary creation from
this revered place becomes a
source of joy and fulfillment for the
faithful followers. The flavors and
aromas of the prasad tantalize the
taste buds, creating a sense of an-
ticipation and spiritual nourishment.

Rathyatra and the Jagannath
Temple stand as testaments to the
enduring faith and devotion of mil-
lions of devotees. Despite the chal-
lenges and disruptions faced over
the years, the spirit of this grand
festival remains unyielding. It is a
reminder of the profound connec-
tion between the divine and the
mortal, and the unwavering belief
that transcends time. As we embark
on this sacred journey, let us cherish
the traditions and cultural heritage
that Rathyatra represents. Let us
honor the struggles and sacrifices
of our ancestors who fought to pre-
serve this ancient pilgrimage. May
the divine blessings of Lord
Jagannath guide us along the path
of righteousness and fill our hearts
with love, compassion, and spiritual
enlightenment.

Rathyatra is not merely a proces-
sion; it is a celebration of faith,
unity, and devotion. It serves as a
reminder of our collective responsi-
bility to safeguard our cultural her-

itage and uphold the sanctity of
holy places. Let us come together,
as one community, to protect and
preserve the sacredness of
Rathyatra for future generations. As
the sun sets on the horizon, let us
revel in the beauty of this mystical
coastal town and immerse our-
selves in the divine aura that en-
velops Puri. Let us embrace the
tranquility of the sea, the serenity of
the temple, and the camaraderie of
fellow devotees. May this Rathyatra
awaken our souls, ignite our spirits,
and inspire us to lead lives filled
with devotion, compassion, and
righteousness.

So, my fellow travelers on this
spiritual odyssey, let us embark on
this sacred Rathyatra with rever-
ence, gratitude, and a deep sense of
awe. Let us cherish the memories
we create, the blessings we receive,
and the lessons we learn along the
way. May the divine presence of
Lord Jagannath guide us on this holy
pilgrimage and may our journey be
filled with resplendent joy, inner
peace, and divine blessings.
Rathyatra beckons us, and it is our
duty to heed its call. Let us embark
on this transformative journey, unit-
ed in our faith and reverence, as we
pay homage to the eternal divine.

JJaaii  JJaaggaannnnaatthh!!

Sacred Journey: The Splendor of Rathyatra

A recent United Nations report on terrorism in Afghanistan
has shed light on the deep-rooted connections between the

Taliban, Al-Qaeda, and the Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP). These
alliances paint a grim picture of the escalating terrorism threat
faced not only by Afghanistan but also by the entire region.
Despite the Taliban's assurances of countering terrorism, their
continued support for extremist groups and their request for
counter-terrorism assistance against their rival ISIL-Khorasan
Province (ISIL-K) raise serious concerns. India, in particular, must
remain vigilant as it faces direct threats from Al-Qaeda in the
Indian Subcontinent (AQIS) and the Islamic State of Iraq and the
Levant (ISIL) in Khorasan, both operating from Afghanistan. AQIS
explicitly targets India as one of its primary objectives, aiming to
establish an Islamic Caliphate in the Indian subcontinent through
the overthrow of existing governments and the imposition of its
extremist ideology. AQIS has been involved in various terrorist
activities in India, including attacks, recruitment, and radicaliza-
tion efforts. ISIL-Khorasan Province, also known as ISIL-K, is a re-
gional branch of ISIL operating in Afghanistan and Pakistan, with
its focus on establishing a presence in the Khorasan region,
which spans parts of Afghanistan, Pakistan, Iran, and Central
Asia. The recent arrest of individuals linked to the ISIL-K module
in Kashmir and Gujarat underscores the imminent threat posed
by these terrorist organizations operating from Afghanistan. The
presence and activities of these terrorist groups in Afghanistan
pose a grave threat to India's security and interests. These organ-
izations, including the Taliban, Al-Qaeda, and TTP, have histori-
cally maintained close ties with extremist elements in Pakistan.
Afghan territory has been exploited as a safe haven for planning,
training, and launching attacks. The dissemination of extremist
ideologies through online platforms further exacerbates the radi-
calization of vulnerable individuals, inciting them to carry out
acts of terrorism within India. Additionally, Afghanistan's status
as a major producer of illicit drugs, particularly opium and heroin,
adds another layer of concern. Terrorist organizations often en-
gage in drug trafficking to fund their operations, with the conse-
quences of this illicit trade already being felt in India, contribut-
ing to drug abuse, addiction, and associated social problems. The
repercussions of terrorist attacks, refugee influxes, and the
spread of extremist ideologies extend beyond national borders,
leading to regional tensions and security challenges. In light of
these factors, it is imperative for India to closely monitor and ad-
dress the threat posed by these terrorist organizations.
Cooperation with international partners, intelligence sharing, ro-
bust border management, and effective counter-terrorism meas-
ures are essential to mitigate this menace and uphold regional
security. Jammu and Kashmir, as a historically targeted region,
must remain extra vigilant. The involvement of Kashmiri youth in
the ISIL-Khorasan module serves as a stark reminder of the ongo-
ing challenges. Strengthening intelligence capabilities becomes
paramount in the face of these evolving threats. Furthermore, it is
crucial to closely scrutinize the actions and policies of the Taliban
Government and assess their impact on regional and global secu-
rity. The international community must actively engage in moni-
toring and influencing the trajectory of Afghanistan to ensure sta-
bility and prevent the resurgence of terrorist networks. As terror-
ism continues to pose a significant threat, collective efforts and a
comprehensive approach are necessary to safeguard peace, sta-
bility, and the well-being of nations in the region. Only through
steadfast cooperation, intelligence-driven strategies, and res-
olute action can we effectively counter the growing terrorism
menace emanating from Afghanistan and protect the shared in-
terests of all nations involved.

T he monsoon's progress over east India has been hindered by
a prolonged heat wave and the absence of any significant

weather systems over the Bay of Bengal. However, meteorolo-
gists now foresee a glimmer of hope in the form of the remnant of
cyclone Biparjoy. This residual weather phenomenon is expected
to bring much-needed rain to parts of Uttar Pradesh and Madhya
Pradesh, while also assisting in the advancement of the monsoon.
According to experts, Biparjoy's remnants are projected to move
in a north-eastward direction, resulting in rainfall across central
and east Uttar Pradesh as well as Madhya Pradesh. While moni-
toring the situation, Mrutyunjay Mohapatara, Director General of
the Indian Meteorological Department (IMD), highlighted that ad-
ditional factors such as an increase in cross-equatorial flow over
the Arabian Sea and the Bay of Bengal could also contribute to the
monsoon's advancement alongside the cyclone remnants.
Favorable conditions for the monsoon's progress over east India
and other parts of the southern region are expected from June 18
to June 21, as stated by IMD's Director General. Mahesh Palawat,
the vice president of meteorology and climate change at Skymet
Weather, further elaborated that after delivering heavy rainfall in
Rajasthan, the system would pull the monsoonal winds, facilitat-
ing the monsoon's advancement over central and east India start-
ing from June 20. While some meteorologists attribute the de-
layed and relatively mild onset of the monsoon over Kerala to the
presence of the cyclone, the IMD holds a different perspective.
Regardless, the monsoon has already covered several regions, in-
cluding the northeast, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, parts of Andhra
Pradesh, Karnataka, Bihar, and West Bengal. It is worth noting
that a delayed monsoon onset over Kerala does not necessarily in-
dicate a delay in the monsoon's arrival over northwest India.
Scientists have observed that even during El Niño years, which
typically result in weaker monsoon winds and drier conditions in
India, the impact on the total rainfall during the season is not sig-
nificant. As the monsoon season progresses, normal rainfall be-
comes crucial for India's agricultural landscape. Approximately 52
percent of the country's cultivated area depends on the monsoon,
which is essential for food production, water reservoir replenish-
ment, and power generation. The IMD predicts normal to below-
normal rainfall in northwest India, while the east and northeast,
central, and south peninsula regions are expected to receive rain-
fall within 94-106 percent of the long-period average. Maintaining
normal rainfall levels is vital for India's food security and econom-
ic stability, as rainfed agriculture alone contributes about 40 per-
cent of the country's total food production. While challenges per-
sist, the remnants of Biparjoy offer hope for the advancement of
the monsoon and relief for east India, where anticipation for rain
has been building amidst the scorching heat.

Rising Terror Threat

Monsoon Relief
Biparjoy’s Remnant Signals Hope for East India

UN Report Highlights Afghanistan’s
Troubling Landscape
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Irdai 
New Delhi: Insurance
regulator Irdai has
asked insurers to set-
tle claims in the states
affected by cyclone
Biparjoy in an expedi-
tious manner. In a cir-
cular to CEOs of all
general insurance
companies, and stand-
alone health insur-
ance companies, the
Insurance Regulatory
and Development
Authority of India
(Irdai) said it needs to
be ensured that all
claims are surveyed
immediately and
claim payments/on ac-
count payments are
disbursed at the earli-
est and in any case not
exceeding the stipulat-
ed timeline.

Marico
Kolkata: FMCG
major Marico Ltd
aims at increasing its
share in the value-
added hair oil market
over the next two to
three years with new
region-specific launch-
es, a senior company
official said on Friday.
Currently, the compa-
ny enjoys a share of
about 25 per cent in
the Rs 8,000-crore
value-added hair oil
market. In terms of
volume, it holds a mar-
ket share of over 30-35
per cent. The FMCG
company is planning
to achieve growth
through the introduc-
tion of new products
and expanding its dis-
tribution network, the
official said.

Taneira 
Hyderabad: Taneira,
the ethnic-wear brand
from the esteemed
TATA group, expands
its presence in
Hyderabad with the
opening of its fourth
store. Known for its
rich textile heritage
and a favored destina-
tion for saree aficiona-
dos, the city has em-
braced the arrival of
Taneira, solidifying
its position as a
prominent player in
its growing fashion
scene. Spanning an
impressive 4000 sq. ft.
and across 3 floors, the
new store situated
next to Hyderabad
Central in Punjagutta,
was inaugurated in
the presence of Mr

CDPQ 
New Delhi: CDPQ
on Friday divested a
0.89 per cent stake in
Piramal Pharma Ltd
for Rs 100 crore
through an open
market transaction.
Caisse De Depot Et
Placement Du
Quebec (CDPQ) is a
global investment
group. According to
the bulk deal data
available with the
National Stock
Exchange (NSE),
CDPQ offloaded a
total of 1,05,70,466
shares, amounting
to a 0.89 per cent
stake in Piramal
Pharma. The shares
were sold at an aver-
age price of Rs 94.48
apiece, taking the
transaction size to
Rs 99.86 crore.

Axis Bank 
Mumbai: Axis Bank
on Friday said it has
appointed former
Reserve Bank
deputy governor NS
Vishwanathan as the
non-executive chair-
man. The third
largest private sec-
tor bank's board of
directors approved
the appointment of
Vishwanathan as an
independent direc-
tor and non-execu-
tive (part-time)
chairman for three
years, as per an offi-
cial statement.

London, Jun 17 (PTI):

Free trade agreements
(FTAs) need to ensure they
provide a level playing
field and the India-UK
FTA, which recently com-
pleted its 10th round of ne-
gotiations, has to be a win-
win scenario for both
sides, the head of India's
leading business cham-
bers has said.

Subhrakant Panda,
President of the
Federation of Indian
Chambers of Commerce
and Industry (FICCI), was
in the UK this week for the
FICCI Forum of
Parliamentarians, a bipar-
tisan initiative for political
outreach.

The delegation from
India was briefed on areas
of interest in the bilateral
relationship over a series
of discussions with busi-
nesses and parliamentari-

ans.
"As far as Indian busi-

nesses are concerned, we
are competitive, confident
and looking to engage
with the world," said
Panda. "I think what FTAs
need to ensure is that they
provide a level playing
field and are rules-based.
It's all about give and take.
Clearly, both governments
are engaged in intense dis-
cussions and 10 rounds

have been completed, so I
would look at it from the
point of view that both
governments have to find
common ground because
like with any agreement it
has to be a win-win sce-
nario one which works for
both sides," he said.

India and the UK have
been negotiating an FTA
since January last year,
with a goal towards a com-
prehensive pact that is ex-

pected to significantly en-
hance the bilateral trading
relationship worth an esti-
mated GBP 34 billion in
2022."We hope that this is
something that will be
concluded and we have of-
fered whatever inputs we
had to provide as a
Chamber to the govern-
ment of India, or some of
our members have also in-
dividually provided feed-
back. So, based on that
we're comfortable that
common ground will be
found for an FTA which is
broad-based and works in
the interests of both coun-
tries," added Panda.

As the Managing
Director of Indian Metals
and Ferro Alloys Ltd
(IMFA), Panda said, one of
the priority areas he has
been focussed on relates to
critical minerals and for
India to develop a strategy
in this important field.

India-UK FTA has to be win-win for
both sides, says FICCI president

Chennai, June 17:

Indian Institute of
Technology Madras (IIT
Madras), renowned for its
excellence in education and
research, is inviting applica-
tions for its recently
launched first-ever off-cam-
pus BS Degree in Electronic
Systems program.With em-
phasis on electronics, em-
bedded programming, digi-
tal systems, and control en-
gineering, the program will
enable students to apply the
acquired engineering prin-
ciples and knowledge to im-
plement and improve sys-
tems and processes for ap-
plications. The last date to
apply for the program is
25th June 2023.

The program is the sec-
ond BS degree from IITM
and is aligned with the
country’s semiconductor

mission. Designed in consul-
tation with industry leaders,
students after completing
the program will have
strong fundamentals and in-
dustry-ready skills, ensur-
ing high employability. The
program incorporates in-
person labs at IIT Madras
ensuring hands-on practical
training that enhances stu-
dents' understanding of
electronic systems.

After completing the pro-
gram, students would have
gained industry-ready skills
so as to be employable
across different sectors in-
cluding automotive, semi-
conductor, and defence in-
dustries in various capaci-
ties such as electronic sys-
tem designer, embedded sys-
tem developer, electronic
hardware specialist, system
testing engineer, and elec-
tronics research engineer.

Emphasizing the signifi-
cance of the program and
growing demand across in-
dustries, Prof. V Kamakoti,
Director, IIT Madras, said,

"We are delighted to intro-
duce the newly launched BS
Degree in Electronic
Systems program at IIT
Madras. This groundbreak-
ing initiative, started in
March this year, revolution-
izes electronics education.
With our state-of-the-art labs
and a comprehensive cur-
riculum, we empower stu-
dents to shape the future of
automotive, semiconductor,
defence, and beyond. The ap-
plication deadline is ap-
proaching, and we warmly
welcome aspiring students
to join this remarkable pro-
gram."

Sharing details about the
program, Prof. Boby George,
a faculty member in the
Department of Electrical
Engineering, IIT Madras
and coordinator of the
newly launched program,
said, "With this program,
our aim is to equip learners
with a diverse set of oppor-
tunities, enabling them to
thrive in the ever-evolving
professional landscape.

IIT Madras invites applications for
BS degree in electronic systems
Empowering students
to shape the future of
electronics

New Delhi, June 17:

Soon after launching the
2023 Kodiaq, Skoda Auto
India announces addition-
al  allocation of the luxury
4x4 SUV for India, which
will enable quicker deliv-
ery timelines to cus-
tomers. The new Kodiaq
was first introduced in
2022. However, all cars allo-
cated for the year were
sold within a couple of
weeks. Appreciating the
growing demand, the com-
pany has further en-
hanced supplies for 2023 in
India, which is now Skoda
Auto’s third largest mar-
ket and the largest outside
Europe after Germany
and the Czech Republic.

The Skoda Kodiaq is
powered by the 2.0 TSI
EVO engine tweaked to
meet the new emissions
norms. The motor is now

4.2% more efficient than
earlier. The luxury 4x4
makes 140 kW (190 PS) and
320 Nm allowing accelera-
tion to 100 kph in just 7.8
seconds (claimed figure).
There is one more addi-
tion to the Škoda brands
array of Simply Clever
features – door-edge pro-
tectors. They automatical-
ly reveal themselves when
the doors open, protecting

the door edge from dents
and scratches. The rear
spoiler gets additional fin-
lets to aid airflow and im-
prove aerodynamics of
this luxury 4x4. Inside, the
rear passengers get a
lounge step to rest their
foot, and outer headrests
in the 2nd row, furthering
the luxury and comfort
quotient in this 4x4 for the
family.

The Kodiaq’s legacy
with technology that en-
hances driver engagement
and feel remains with the
Progressive Steering. It
flexes its forces depending
on driving conditions and
vehicle speed, making the
Kodiaq easy to manoeuvre
at slow speeds and offering
the driver better control at
higher speeds. In addition,
the first-in-segment
Dynamic Chassis Control
further adds to the
Kodiaq’s quiver of dynam-
ics. Apart from allowing
the driver to select be-
tween 6 different modes
such as Eco, Comfort,
Normal, Sports, Snow and
Individual driving modes,
DCC also enables the sus-
pension to be raised or
lowered by 15 mm and
hosts an off-road button
for enhanced all-terrain
abilities when needed.

Skoda Auto India enhances
supplies of flagship KodiaqBhopal, Jun 17: 

Business Network International
(BNI), the world’s largest referral
marketing organisation, is proud
to announce its momentous
achievement of surpassing
50,000 members in India. This
significant milestone comes
alongside BNI’s groundbreaking
initiative to empower small busi-
nesses in Tier 3 and 4 cities
nationwide. Dr Ivan Misner, BNI’s
Founder & Chief Visionary
Officer, visited India to com-
memorate these achievements.
Despite the challenges posed by
the global pandemic, BNI has
continued to thrive and drive
exceptional growth in India. With
50,830 members across 1080
chapters in 121 cities, BNI has
firmly established its presence in
the country. The power of BNI’s
referral-based network is evident
in the staggering 31,93,874 refer-
rals passed, contributing to an
impressive business volume of
30,516 Crores in the last 12
months. The average value of the
seat in BNI stands at an impres-
sive 65.54 Lakh per annum.

BNI unlocks potential
of small businesses

in India

New Delhi, Jun 17 (PTI):

The government is
working on a framework
to assess the logistics
cost in the country and is
expected to get a realistic
estimate by September, a
senior DPIIT official
said.

At present, the govern-
ment is going by certain
estimates, which suggest
that India's logistics cost
stands at about 13-14 per
cent of the country's
GDP (gross domestic
product).

Special Secretary in
the Department for
Promotion of Industry
and Internal Trade
(DPIIT) Sumita Dawra
said that the government
is coming out with its lo-
gistics cost framework.

The framework would
include elements of this

cost and how to measure
that. "So our framework
is being done with the
help of our technical
partner and it's almost
done. But then we have to
calculate and I think by
the month of September,
we will have realistic lo-
gistics costs in the coun-
try. We will define what
are the components and
we will have our own es-
timates," she said while
speaking at CII's conclave
on trade facilitation.

Logistics cost plays a
key role in facilitating
trade and enhancing the
competitiveness of
traders. The department
conducted a workshop in
March on the logistics
cost framework, and a
task force was set up to
formulate a framework
to determine the cost in
the country.

Govt likely to come out
with logistics cost estimate

by Sept: DPIIT Official

FASHION SHOW

Designer Chantal Levesque (C) and models walk the runway for Shan Cruise 2024 Fashion
Show during Paraiso Miami Swim Week at The Paraiso Tent in Miami Beach, Florida. 

Mumbai, Jun 17: 

Aditya Birla Sun Life
Mutual Fund (ABSLMF)
has launched "Har Ghar
SIP" initiative to empower
individuals to turn their
dream of creating long
term wealth into reality, no
matter how big or small
they may be. ABSLMF has
launched this program at
all its branches across
India. Elaborating on the
program, A
B a l a s u b r a m a n i a n ,
Managing Director & CEO,
Aditya Birla Sun Life AMC
Limited, said, “We at AB-
SLMF are committed to see-
ing that all households get
into the habit of investing
their hard-earned money
regularly into a product
that rewards them over a
long-term basis for their
discipline. With this objec-
tive in mind, we have
launched ‘Har Ghar SIP’

Program across India. In
the coming months, our
strong field distribution
team will reach out to cus-
tomers to educate them on
the benefit of SIP investing
over a longer duration for
wealth creation. It is our en-
deavor to turn every indi-
vidual’s dream of long-
term wealth creation into a
reality.” A recent CAMS re-
port suggests SIP in equity
schemes has been the pre-
ferred route to begin the in-
vesting journey for two
thirds of the new millenni-
als. Interestingly, a third of
new millennials have been
convinced about making a
lump-sum investment.

Despite several market
crashes, economic down-
turns and even a pandemic,
the Nifty 50 TR index has
generated 12.6 percent at
compounded annual
growth rate during the
above-mentioned time.

ABSLMF launches ‘HAR GHAR SIP’
initiative to empower individuals

Mumbai, Jun 17 (PTI):

The Reserve Bank has
imposed a penalty of Rs
20 lakh on Manappuram
Finance for non-compli-
ance with certain provi-
sions of the NBFC
norms.

This penalty on the
Thrissur-based gold loan
company, which by AUM
is the second largest
such pure-play lender, is
based on the deficiencies
in regulatory compli-
ance and is not intended
to pronounce upon the
validity of any transac-
tion or agreement en-
tered into by the compa-
ny with its customers,
the central bank said on
Friday.

The Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) conducted a
statutory inspection of

the company concerning
its financial position as
of March 2021, and an
examination of the risk
assessment report, in-
spection report, supervi-
sory letter, and all relat-
ed correspondence per-
taining to the same, had
revealed non-compli-
ance with the aforesaid
directions to the extent
it did not classify certain
gold loan accounts with
over-dues of more than
90 days as non-perform-
ing assets.

It also did not ensure
maintenance of the
mandated loan-to-value
ratio in certain accounts
during FY21.

Further, the regulator
said the penal action is
based on the unsatisfac-
tory response from the
company.

RBI imposes Rs 20 lakh penalty
on Manappuram Finance

New Delhi, Jun 17 (PTI):

Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman
asked tax officers to
strengthen the GST regis-
tration process further by
using technology during a
review meeting on fake
registration and billing.

Tax officers have identi-
fied 11,140 fake GST regis-
tration and initiated ac-
tion against fraudsters in
the ongoing two-month-
long special drive
launched on May 16.

"Smt @nsitharaman in-
structed that the GST reg-
istration process may be
further strengthened
using technology to curb
entry of such fake entities

in GST ecosystem. The FM
called for a nationwide
campaign to explain the
objectives of the special
drive to weed out fake enti-
ties," the office of the
Finance Minister said in a
tweet. During the review
meeting, which was also
attended by Revenue
Secretary Sanjay
Malhotra and CBIC

Chairman Vivek Johri,
Sitharaman was apprised
of the methods like identi-
ty theft of people being
adopted by fraudsters.

"Smt @nsitharaman
took note of the existing
measures being undertak-
en by the ministry like
OTP-based verification of
Aadhar and pilot of bio-
metric-based Aadhar au-
thentication at the time of
registration in high-risk
cases," the tweet added.

The Revenue Secretary
and CBIC Chairman ap-
prised the finance minis-
ter that AI/ML (Artificial
Intelligence/ Machine
Learning) tools are being
extensively used to identi-
fy possible fake networks.

FM asks tax officers to strengthen GST 
registration process further by using technology

Washington, Jun 17 (PTI):

India is one of the most
important markets for
Google and a source of in-
credible talent and innova-
tion that help create and em-
power the company's prod-
ucts globally, a top official at
the tech giant has said.

Karan Bhatia, Google's
global head of government
affairs and public policy,
told PTI on Friday that the
company is very excited
about India and its trajecto-
ry. "India is one of our most
important markets around
the world. It's really a second
home to us. We've been in
the country for almost two
decades now. We have thou-
sands of employees there. It

is both a source of incredi-
ble talent and innovation
that really help create and
empower Google products
around the world," he said.

It is also a dynamic mar-
ket where you see an explo-
sion in both internet usage
and in new small businesses
and startups, Bhatia said.

In the last nine years, he
said, India has been an in-
credible story that has seen
an explosion in the use of
the internet, particularly in
rural regions which are ex-
periencing the fastest
growth in penetration, and
growth in terms of digital-
first businesses. "We're see-
ing more unicorns, more
startups, more companies
that are thinking digitally

first. And then, you're see-
ing a government that really
understands the important
role of digitalisation, digital
policies," Bhatia said.

He said across the board,
there is an ecosystem that
exists in India that is driv-
ing forward the country's
presence in the global digi-
tal network. "Prime
Minister (Narendra) Modi
has had a digital-first mind-
set, from the outset. You can
see the way he has encour-
aged the government's adop-
tion of digital technology.
You look at something like
Aadhar. So, there certainly
is a significant component
that has been the result of
the government's leader-
ship," he said.

Indian talent, innovation create and
empower Google products globally

New Delhi, Jun 16 (PTI):
RBZ Jewellers has filed prelim-
inary papers with capital mar-
kets regulator Sebi to raise
funds through an initial public
offering (IPO).
The IPO is entirely a fresh
issue of 1 crore equity shares
with no offer for sale (OFS)
component, according to the
draft red herring prospectus
(DRHP). According to market
sources, the Ahmedabad-
based B2B and retail jewellery
firm would raise Rs100 crore
through the IPO.
Proceeds from the issue to the
tune of Rs 80.75 crore will be
utilized for funding the work-
ing capital requirements of the
company and for general cor-
porate purposes.

Ahmedabad-based
RBZ Jewellers files

IPO papers with Sebi
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Bhilai, June 17: A Mock
Drill for Disaster
Management was carried
out in SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant's Oxygen Plant-II on
June 13, 2023. The Mock
Drill Exercise on "Liquid-
Oxygen Leak Disaster"
was jointly conducted by
the cooperation of CISF,
Fire Brigade, Safety Engg
Deptt, MMP-1 and Civil
Defence. The objective of
the Mock Drill was to as-
certain the preparedness
and response of different
agencies during any such
emergency.

As part of the exercise,
information regarding a
sudden excessive leakage
of Liquid Oxygen, during
the Mechanical
Maintenance of 2000 T
Liquid Oxygen Tank-1 at
OP-II was reported when
two workers came out and
called for rescue, while
two others, namely KK
Dewangan and Pushkar
Verma were reported to be

trapped.
The incident was com-

municated to the Shift
Manager of OP-II who
rushed to the spot imme-
diately. Alarm was raised
and the electrical person-
nel present at site were
also alerted. Soon after the
emergency situation was
declared, Shift In-charge
Umesh Malayath Sr Mgr
(Operation), as Incident

Controller immediately
engaged himself and his
team to communicate the
nature of emergency to
Plant Control, CISF, Fire
Brigade, Safety Engg
Deptt, MMP-1, Civil
Defence and HOD & sen-
ior officers of OP-II simul-
taneously.

Senior officers of the
Plant including PC Bag
GM (OP-II) rushed to the

spot along with SK
Manikpuri AGM
(Operation), A Sarkar
DGM (Mech), NA Ansari
AGM (Elect) and MD Sahu
(DSO) took control.
Subsequently, AK Joshi
CGM (Utilities) also
rushed to the spot and
took on the role of Chief
incident controller.

Meanwhile, personnel
from several other agen-

cies including the Plant
Control, CISF, Fire
Brigade, Safety Engg
Deptt, MMP-1, Civil
Defence, also rushed to
the spot to assist in the en-
tire operation. Fire tender
was rushed from nearby
Fire Stations inside the
Plant along with the
Ambulance and took stock
of the situation and
swung into action. The

trapped workers were res-
cued and two rescued
workers were sent to
MMP-1 for necessary med-
ical treatment.

During the entire opera-
tion, various aspects of
disaster management
such as response time of
different agencies, coordi-
nation between the agen-
cies, movement of person-
nel and vehicles etc. were
studied. The objective of
the exercise was to ensure
that any such disaster is
handled in a planned man-
ner so as to execute rescue
operations properly and
also to avoid creating
panic among employees
by making them familiar
with the procedures to be
followed.

After the successful
completion of the mock
drill, a review meeting
was conducted by PC Bag,
GM (OP-II) to discuss the
observations & convey re-
gards to all agencies, who
participated in the 
exercise.

Paintings exhibition at Nehru
Art Gallery from Jun 19

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, June 17: Public
Relations Department of
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant is
organizing a three-day joint
exhibition of paintings
made by 13 artists, includ-
ing senior students of
Indira Kala Sangeet
Vishwavidyalaya (IKSVV),
Khairagarh along with
other young painters of the
state and other artists of the
country, at Nehru Art
Gallery, Indira Place (Civic
Center), Bhilai. The exhibi-
tion will be inaugurated by
AK Chakraborty, ED (MM)
on June 19, 2023 in the
evening. Various styles of
paintings with a beautiful
blend of landscape, portrait
and abstract art work in
fine colour combinations,
will be exhibited on this oc-

casion. The paintings in-
clude depictions such as
natural scenery, faces,
women-life, rural-life,
deities etc. The exhibition
will be coordinated by
Artist Rajendra Sungaria.
All the 13 artists whose art-
works will be featured dur-
ing the exhibition are alum-
ni of IKSVV, Khairagarh,
namely Gyanendra Kumar
Vishwakarma, Yashwant
Kumar, Sampreet Singh
Virdi, Jishesh Das, Satish
Kumar Sahu, Anoop
Anjeneya, Anshram Yadav,
Tarani Sahu, Sumitra
Verma, Pushpa Agarwal,
Vidya Soni, Nervir Sahu
and Meena Sharma. This
three-day painting exhibi-
tion will be open to the pub-
lic during June 19 to June
21, 2023 from 17:30 hrs to
20:30 hrs.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, June 17: SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant's depart-
ment of Sports, Cultural &
Civic Amenities (SCCA) is
organising a 5-day-long
Inter-Departmental Music
(Singing) Competition-2023
from June 20, 2023, to June
24, 2023, at Mahatma
Gandhi Kala Mandir, Civic
Center, Bhilai.

The competition, being
organized for BSP
Employees and their spous-
es, is held under three cate-
gories, Hindi Category
(Women & Men), Non-Hindi
Category (Women & Men)
and Duet Singing Category
respectively. The Non-Hindi
Category includes all songs
in other languages such as
Punjabi, Telugu, Tamil,
Bangla, Marathi,
Malayalam etc. It is manda-

tory to have at least 6 partic-
ipants in each category, in
order to hold the competi-
tion in that particular cate-
gory.

The winners of the Inter-
departmental music compe-
titions held in the previous
years can also take part in
the competition. The Duet
category is reserved exclu-
sively for husband-wife duo,
with either of the two being
a BSP-employee. The
arrangement of accompa-
nist musicians will be done
by the SCCA Department.

Registration of partici-
pants, Admit-card and
rules of the competition for
the Interdepartmental
Music (singing)
Competition-2023 can be ob-
tained from SCCA Office,
Handball Academy, Sector-
4 from June 05, 2023 to June
17, 2023.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, June 17:
"Enhancing Creativity &
Innovation" a 2-day special
programme for the cross-
section of Young
Executives of SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant was organized
from 16 to 17, June 2023 at
Bhilai Management
D e v e l o p m e n t
Centre(BMDC), Russian
Complex, Sector-7, Bhilai.
AK Chakraborty, ED (MM)
was the Chief Guest on
this occasion. Total of 28
young executives took part
in the programme.

Addressing the gather-
ing Chief Guest
Chakraborty congratulat-
ed the young executive par-
ticipants and spoke briefly

upon the importance of in-
novation for the success of
an organization.

The 2-day programme
was conducted by SPS

Jaggi, former Director
(P&A), Shipping
Corporation of India Ltd &
former ED (P&A) SAIL.

The programme consist-

ed of several highly engag-
ing group tasks, activities
for the participants. Short
films based on Creativity &
Innovation were also dis-
played on this occasion, in-
cluding short films on un-
derstanding Innovation &
creativity, identifying
Myths & Barriers & ways
to overcome them and
preparation of Action
plan.

The program was con-
ducted by Sanjeev Kumar
Shrivastava, GM (HRD).
Susant Kumar Palo, AGM
(HRD), SP Singh Program
Coordinator, Sarita
Sharma, Staff Assistant
along with the BMDC
staff contributed for or-
ganizing the programme
successfully.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, June 17: The Town
Services Department of
Bhilai Steel Plant vacated a
leased accommodation
(quarter) in compliance with
the Court Order dated May
23, 2023. After getting author-
ized by the Estate Officer, the
Enforcement Squad vacated
the Quarter No 1A, Street 40,
Sector 08, Bhilai Nagar, from
the possession of Parvati

Sahu w/o Chhagan Lal Sahu
and Chhagan Lal Sahu son
of Toran Lal Sahu. In com-
pliance with the order of the
Court, the enforcement sec-
tion team, accompanied by
police jawans from Bhilai
Nagar Kotwali (including
women police force),
Executive Magistrate
Gurudutt Panchbhai and
Naib Tehsildar Manoj
Rastogi got the quarter va-
cated on June 17. Later, the

vacated house was handed
over to Lachhiram Sahu son
of Pusauram Sahu in the
presence of Executive
Magistrate and Naib
Tehsildar and witnesses.
Enforcement team, Land
Department, Town Services,
Bhilai Steel Plant (SAIL) offi-
cers, employees, along with
private security guards (in-
cluding women guards) and
other employees were also
present.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, June 17:
Renovation work of Amrit
Sarovar, spread over an
area of 3.3 acres, has been
done in Gram Panchayat
Patharia of Dhamdha
block. This pond is about
25 years old and is known
by the name of Harvesting
Pond among the locals.

Renovation of the pond,
spread over 3.3 acres, has
been done at a cost of Rs 10
lakh under the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee
Scheme. After removing
filth from the pond, deep-
ening, banks construction,
inlet and outlet construc-
tion etc have been done
under the beautification
project.

At present, despite the
scorching heat, the pond is
filled with enough water.
The length of the pond is

130 meters and the water
storage capacity is 19500
cubic meters. Renovation
has increased the irriga-
tion area by 3.3 acres.

Apart from 336 laborers
per day, the Village
Development Committee
has also participated in
the construction of Amrit

Sarovar. The renovation
work of this 25-year-old
pond was unanimously in-
cluded in the proposal of
MGNREGA scheme.

Earlier the pond water
pond used to get dirty due
to lack of cleanliness. The
approval of Rs 10 lakh
under the MGNREGA

scheme infused a new en-
ergy in the villagers.
Along with water conser-
vation and promotion, this
pond is also helpful for the
livelihood activities of the
villagers. About 160
saplings of Neem, Peepal
and Banyan have been
planted around the pond

according to the guide-
lines of the Government of
India.

With the participation of
the Panchayat and Village
Development Committee,
160 tree guards have been
installed around the lake
for the protection of
plants. The concrete con-
struction in front of the
pond and the paintings
made the pond more at-
tractive.

The villagers stated that
this lake is the solution to
the water problem in the
village. Amrit Sarovar has
proved to be a means of
livelihood for the rural
people. Fisheries are being
done here by the women of
self-help groups.

The women of the group
have become self-reliant
by getting employment.
Nearby farmers including
Tularam, Kunjbihari,
Jagrakhan Sahu,
Janjeevan Sahu, Krishna
Sahu and Gagan Ram are
also getting direct benefits
from the pond.

Satta bookies nabbed 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, June 17: Nandini
Police took action against
the bookies of satta patti
and nabbed six of them
with Rs 21000 cash and
betting records. CSP
Prabhat Kumar (IPS) in-
formed that Laxminath
Banjare (47) son of
Vishwanath Banjare, a
resident of Girhola was
arrested with Rs 2200
cash; Ashok Banjare (48)
son of Ramayan Prasad a
resident of village Girhola
was arrested with Rs 2750
cash; Ramesh Kumar (47)
son of Akhla Ram a resi-
dent of Patharia was ar-
rested with Rs 5400;
Santram Adil (57) son of
Ramdayal a resident of
Nandini Khundini was ar-
rested with Rs 4800;
Rakesh Joshi (42) son of
Renu Joshi was nabbed

with Rs 3700 and Sunil
Kumar Sharma (41) son of
Narendra Sharma was ar-
rested with Rs 2600 cash

and betting records.
Action was taken against
them under the provisions
of Gambling Act.

Heavy vehicles fined for parking violation 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, June 17: Durg
Traffic Police took action

against the heavy vehicles
(goods carriers) for park-
ing violations in Power
House and Supela area. A

fine of Rs 12800 was recov-
ered from 16 goods carri-
ers under the provisions
of Motor Vehicle Act.

After taking action, the
cops advised the drivers
not to repeat such viola-
tions in future. Traffic

Police Durg is continuous-
ly taking action against
vehicles parked in no
parking zones.

On the instructions of
Superintendent of Police
(Durg) Shalabh Kumar
Sinha and under the leader-
ship of DSP (Traffic) Satish
Thakur and DSP Satanand
Vighyaraj, traffic zone
Akash Ganga in-charge
Inspector Anish Sarathi
and his team took action
against 16 goods vehicles
and collected a fine of Rs
12,800 on charges of park-
ing violation. These vehi-
cles were parked in the no-
parking zones beneath the
flyovers on the national
highways. The drivers were
advised not to park their ve-
hicles in no-parking zones
as it can cause traffic con-
gestion and increase the
possibilities of mishaps.
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Fruit trees planted
around the pond 

Amrit Sarovar eliminates summer water crisis in Patharia Leased house vacated 
on court’s order

Workshop ‘Enhancing Creativity
& Innovation’ organised at BMDC

Interdepartmental Music 
(singing) Competition from Jun 20

Mock Drill conducted at Oxygen Plant-II of BSPBeautification
of Arjun 

Rath area
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, June 17:
Nagar Nigam had pro-
posed beautification
of the iconic Arjun
Rath area in Civic
Centre few years back.

Accordingly, BSP
had given its No-
Objection-Certificate
(NOC) for it on
December 05, 2020, in-
dicating its consent
and full support for
the project. However,
as per rules NOC is
valid only for one year,
which expired on
December 04, 2021.

BSP has written a
letter to Nigam on
November 11, 2022 to
submit detailed infor-

mation, Architectural
Drawing, Civil
Working Drawing,
Electrical drawing
with details and other
drawings with dimen-
sions (which is a pro-
cedural/technical re-
quirement) so that
NOC may be renewed
by BSP.

Till date BSP has
not received the same,
hence letter of
Renewal of NOC
could not be issued by
BSP. Hence, it is inap-
propriate to state that
BSP is opposed to
Beautification of
Arjun Rath area on
BSP Land, stated a
press communique
from BSP PRO.
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Jakarta, Jun 17 (PTI):

Indian men's doubles
duo of Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy and Chirag
Shetty fought hard to ad-
vance to the final, but it
was curtains for HS
Prannoy in the men's sin-
gles semifinals of the
Indonesia Open World
Tour Super 1000 event
here on Saturday.

The Commonwealth
Games gold medalist duo
of Satwik and Chirag,
seeded seventh, overcame
a game deficit to beat un-
seeded Min Hyuk Kang
and Seung Jae Seo of
Korea 17-21 21-19 21-18 to
seal their maiden Super-
1000 final berth.

The win also extended
their overall head-to-head
record over Kang and Seo
to 3-2.

World No 6 Satwik and
Chirag will face the win-
ners Pramudya
Kusumawardana and
Yeremia Erich Yoche
Yacob Rambitan of
Indonesia and second
seeds Aaron Chia and
Wooi Yik Soh of Malaysia.

However, Prannoy failed
to rise to the occasion

against top seed Viktor
Axelsen of Denmark,
going down 15-21 15-21.

Prannoy played the
catch up game from the
onset. He showed sparks
in between riding on his

cross court smashes but
Axelsen's drop shots and
court coverage was good
enough to help him take
the lead.

The script unfolded in
the same manner in the

next game as Axelsen con-
tinued to maintain his up-
perhand and pocket the
game and match in identi-
cal manner.

It was Prannoy's sixth
loss against the Dane in
the international circuit
as against two wins.

The men's doubles
began on an even keel be-
fore the Korean pair
surged ahead to 6-3.

Once they conceded the
lead, Satwik and Chirag
were forced to play a catch-
up game.

The Indians used their
aggressive play to reduce
the margin to 15-19 and
then 17-20 before Kang and
Seo kept their composure
to pocket the first game,
courtesy an unforced
error.

The Indians looked
more purposeful after the
change of ends and took
an early 6-3 lead before rac-
ing to 11-4 with a flurry of
fast paced shots and body
smashes in the second
game.

Satwik and Chirag were
also helped by some bad
line calls and unforced er-
rors from the Koreans.

But Kang and Seo didn't

give up and clawed their
way back in the game to
reduce the gap to 18-15.

But the Indians man-
aged to hold on to their
nerves and played sensibly
to pocket the second game
and level the scores.

The decider went neck
and neck till the first five
points before Satwik and
Chirag pocketed seven
straight points to race to
12-5 lead.

The Koreans tried hard
to bounce back and at one
time levelled the scores at
16-16 but that is when
Satwik and Chirag
stepped it up and closed
out the game and the
match.

The BWF World Tour is
divided into six levels,
namely World Tour Finals,
four Super 1000, six Super
750, seven Super 500, and
11 Super 300 in order. One
other category of tourna-
ment, the BWF Tour Super
100 level, also offers rank-
ing points.

Each of these tourna-
ments offers different
ranking points and prize
money. The highest points
and prize pool is offered at
the Super 1000 level.

Indonesia Open

Satwik-Chirag enter final,
Prannoy exits in semis

India's Satwiksairaj Rankireddy, right, with Chirag Shetty celebrate
after defeating South Korea's Kang Min-hyuk and Seo Sung-jae 
during their men's doubles semifinal match at Indonesia Open 
badminton tournament at Istora Stadium in Jakarta, Indonesia.

Mirpur, Jun 17 (AP):

Bangladesh beat
Afghanistan by 546 runs
on Saturday to record its
biggest ever test victory in
terms of runs.

It's the third biggest vic-
tory in test cricket history
in terms of runs, and
Bangladesh appeared to do
it easily.

Fast bowler Taskin
Ahmed claimed career-
best figures of 4-37 as
Afghanistan was dis-
missed for 115 on Day 4
after being set a daunting
target of 662.

Najmul Hossain helped
the hosts set the tone for
the victory with hundreds
in each innings, becoming

the second Bangladesh
batter to achieve that mile-
stone. Bangladesh's
biggest previous win was
by 226 runs against
Zimbabwe in 2005. The
margin in Mirpur was
lower only than England's

675-run win over Australia
in 1928 and Australia's 562-
run win over England at
The Oval in 1934.

Bangladesh's pace at-
tack dominated at the
ground which has tended
to assist spin in the past.

As well as the wickets
tumbling, Afghanistan
had to deal with two bat-
ters being unable to con-
tinue their innings after
being hit by rising deliver-
ies including last batter
Zahir Khan.

"It was amazing to see
the way bowlers respond-
ed in this heat," Liton Das
said after picking up a vic-
tory on his captaincy
debut.

"Now we can say we
have a quality pace attack.
The spinners also bowled
well. It was a good team
game but credit to Najmul
Hossain, Zakir and
Mominul. Najmul got two
centuries which was not
easy in this heat."

Bangladesh trounces Afghanistan by 546 runs
Lagos, Jun 17 (PTI):

Indian paddler Harmeet Desai
continued his giant-killing
spree at the WTT Contender by
entering the semifinals, beat-
ing China's world No. 26 Peng
Xiang 3-1, here on Saturday.
Desai won 11-7, 5-11, 11-7, 11-
1 after having stunned top
seeded Korean Jang Woojin in
the pre-quarterfinals on Friday.
The No. 134 ranked Indian
proved that his win over the
Korean was no fluke when he
took on the 20-year-old
Chinese and a distinct
favourite to win the tie against
the Indian. The 29-year-old
Indian had the measure of the
youngster and won the first
game easily. Known for his

attacking prowess, the Chinese
fought back well in the second
in which the Indian paddler
made several unforced errors.
But soon, Harmeet hit the
groove to go 2-1 up. In the
fourth game, the Indian gave a
few lessons in service and
attack to the young Chinese
and made him look like a mere
spectator to emerge on top.

Birmingham, Jun 17 (AP):

England seamer Stuart
Broad dismissed top-
ranked test batter Marnus
Labuschagne for a golden
duck on Saturday after
David Warner had self-de-
structed as England re-
duced Australia to 78-3 at
lunch on the second day of
the Ashes opener.

The hosts took advan-
tage of more bowler-
friendly conditions to
leave Australia still trail-
ing by 315 runs.

England captain Ben
Stokes claimed another
key dismissal, trapping

second-ranked Steve
Smith leg before wicket
just when Australia
seemed to be recovering.

Australia went to lunch
with a run-rate that was
half that of England's in
its 393-8 declared late on
the first day. Opener
Usman Khawaja hit a solid
40 not out and third-
ranked Travis Head, who
has a lot of work to do for
his team, is 8 not out.

Broad took 2-17 and
Stokes 1-6 from his three
overs. Australia had re-
sumed on 14-0 in overcast
conditions after a spot of
rain. There was a moder-

ate breeze as the English
and Australian flags flut-
tered next to the slow-mov-
ing scoreboard.

England started with
three maiden overs, two
bowled by Broad and one
by James Anderson. The
slow start to the second
day may have contributed
to Warner's impatience.

The breeze died down,
the sun came out and
Smith who scored 144 and
142 at Edgbaston in the
2019 Ashes series started
to look settled, sharing a
38-run partnership with
Khawaja. And then Stokes
struck.

Karachi, Jun 17 (PTI):

Star pacer Shaheen
Afridi was on Saturday
named in Pakistan's
squad for the Test series
in Sri Lanka next month
while Muhammad
Huraira and Aamir Jamal
received maiden call-ups
in the longer version.

The Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) also an-
nounced that former
pacer Morne Morkel has
been appointed as the
bowling coach. The ex-
South African quick has
signed a six-month con-
tract.

The 16-member squad,
led by Babar Azam, will
play two Tests in Sri
Lanka, which will kickoff

Pakistan's campaign in
the third ICC World Test
Championship cycle.

The good news for
Pakistan was the return of
tall left-arm pacer and
lynchpin of the bowling
attack, Afridi who has not
played any Test cricket
since July last year due to
a knee injury.

England on top as Broad,
Stokes take key wickets

England's captain Ben Stokes (centre right) celebrates with teammates after England's Moeen Ali
takes the wicket of Australia's Travis Head.

Shaheen returns to Test squadWTT Contender: Harmeet enters
semifinals beating world No. 26 Peng

Faro (Portugal), Jun 17 (AP):

Strikers Olivier Giroud
and Kylian Mbappe were
on target as France won
at Gibraltar 3-0 to main-
tain its perfect start to
European Championship
qualifying.

Giroud headed home
after just three minutes
from right winger
Kingsley Coman's cross to
notch a record-extending
54th goal for World Cup
runner-up France.

After forward Antoine
Griezmann went close
with a low shot, Mbappe

slotted in a penalty in
first-half injury time to
make it 2-0 at the 30,000-ca-
pacity Est dio Algarve in
Faro, and reach 39 goals
for Les Bleus.

It put Mbappe just two
behind fellow great
Michel Platini, who is
fourth on France's all-
time scoring list.

A second-half own goal
from Gibraltar made it 3-
0. France hosts Greece,
running second in Group
B, at Stade de France on
Monday.

Greece beat Ireland 2-1
at home on Friday.

Giroud and Mbappe score as
France beats Gibraltar 3-0

New Delhi, Jun 17 (PTI):

Men's hockey team cap-
tain Harmanpreet Singh on
Saturday admitted India
will have to focus on con-
ceding fewer goals from the
touchline and create more
scoring opportunities in the
striking circle if they are to
be ready for the upcoming
challenges, including the
Asian Games.

India returned home
from their recent European
outing with a mixed bag of
results in the FIH Pro
League, with the team win-
ning four of the eight
matches it played over two
weeks. India lost 1-2 and
won 5-1 against Belgium,
while they lost 2-4 and won
4-4 (4-2) in the shootout

against Great Britain. In
the double-header against
Argentina, India won 3-0
and 2-1, while the team lost
1-4 and 2-3 to the
Netherlands.

"There were a number of
takeaways from the match-
es in Europe. We conceded
goals from the touchline
and that needs to be fixed.
There is also work to be
done on converting the
chances we create in the 'D'.

Need to create more scoring
opportunities: Harmanpreet

New Delhi, Jun 17 (PTI):

World No 1 javelin
thrower Neeraj Chopra,
who is recovering from a
muscle strain, is likely to
return to action for the
sixth stage of the Wanda
Diamond League in
Lausanne on June 30.

There has been no offi-
cial confirmation from
the reigning Olympic
champion as yet, but the
official website of the
competition said the
Indian will be seen in ac-
tion in the month-end
meet. "In the javelin, the
Indian Olympic champion
Neeraj Chopra will be
challenged by the Czech
Jakub Vadlejch and
German Julian Weber,"
the website has stated.

Chopra had announced
on Twitter last month
that he had sustained a
muscle strain during his
training and, as a precau-
tionary measure, he had
pulled out of the FBK
Games in the Netherlands
(June 4) and the Paavo
Nurmi meet in Finland
(June 13).

Chopra to compete in Lausanne
leg of Diamond League: Organisers
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Bhuj, Jun 17 (PTI): 

Shops and business es-
tablishments in Gujarat’s
Kutch district opened
shutters on Saturday in
signs of return to normal-
cy as authorities stepped
up efforts to restore elec-
tricity in several towns
and hundreds of villages
battered by Cyclone
Biparjoy.

The weather system,
which hit the landmass
near Jakhau port as a
very severe cyclonic
storm on Thursday
evening, turned into a
deep depression and will
further lose steam to be-
come a depression, the
India Meteorological
Department said in its lat-
est update.

However, heavy to very
heavy rains will likely
continue in many north-
ern districts of the state,
it said. Home Minister
Amit Shah will visit the

cyclone-affected areas of
Jakhau and Mandvi and
hold a review in Bhuj
with those managing re-
lief and rescue opera-
tions, said officials. It is
not raining in Kutch and
the wind speed has also
significantly reduced
after the cyclone passed
through the area, they
said. While the adminis-

tration has cleared up-
rooted trees from most of
the roads, it is working to
restore electricity in
towns like Bhuj and
Mandvi and many vil-
lages, they said. To restore
electricity, 1,127 teams are
working in the districts of
Kutch, Devbhumi
Dwarka, Jamnagar,
Morbi, Junagadh, Gir

Somnath, Rajkot and
Porbandar, the state gov-
ernment said in a release
on Friday, adding that the
forest department teams
removed 581 fallen trees
from the roads.

Shops and business es-
tablishments opened in
Kutch district on
Saturday morning as life
limped back to normalcy.
The anticipated landfall of
Biparjoy had prompted
the government to shift
more than 1 lakh people
living in vulnerable areas
of the state. “Deep
Depression (Remnant of
Cyclonic Storm Biparjoy)
at 0830 hours IST of
today,17th June over
Southwest Rajasthan ad-
joining Gujarat and
Southeast Pakistan about
80 km south of Barmer
and 210 km southwest of
Jodhpur. To weaken into a
Depression during the
next 06 hours,” the IMD
tweeted.

BIPARJOY AFTERMATH

Kutch limping back to normalcy;
most roads cleared

Damaged temporary structures at a beach, in the 
aftermath of Cyclone Biparjoy, in Mandvi, Saturday. 

FELICITATION CEREMONY

Maharashtra Dy CM Devendra Fadnavis at a citizen felicitation ceremony to welcome Acharya Mahashrama, in
Mumbai, Saturday.

Thiruvananthapuram,
Jun 17 (PTI): The Kerala
government is taking
steps to develop a self-re-
liant and sustainable
waste management sys-
tem to achieve the goal of
a garbage-free state by
next year, Minister for
Local Self Government M
B Rajesh has said.

Inaugurating a two-day
workshop held here on
Friday as part of the sec-
ond phase of the ‘Malinya
Muktham Nava Keralam’
campaign here, the minis-
ter said it should be en-
sured that this phase of
the campaign reached all
sections of people.

“The aim of this work-
shop is to plan the second
phase of the campaign
meticulously through two
days of extensive deliber-
ations...The state is mak-
ing all out efforts for de-
veloping a self-reliant and
sustainable waste man-

agement system by ramp-
ing up the campaign
launched as part of
‘Malinya Muktham Nava
Keralam’ project to
achieve the goal of
garbage-free Kerala by
next year,” the minister
said in a release.

Although the project is
yet to achieve all the goals
it set, the activities of the
first phase have brought
in a visible change all
through the State within a
short span of time, he
added. The infrastructure
for collection, sorting and
movement of non-organic
waste scientifically needs
to be stepped up in each
local body area and it
should be ensured
through close monitoring
that the agencies entrust-
ed with recycling and dis-
posal carry out their tasks
properly. “Though there
has been a massive im-
provement in waste col-

lection, we are yet to go a
long way in fully meeting
the challenge of waste
segregation. Haritha
Karma Sena (HKS)
should be given thorough
training in this regard,”
Rajesh said.

During the first phase
of the campaign,
doorstep waste collection

has been increased to 80
per cent, whereas the aim
is to achieve 100 per cent,
he said and added that
steps should be taken to
improve user fee collec-
tion.

Activities related to the
second phase of the cam-
paign including training
programmes, formula-
tion of plans for state and
district level pro-
grammes, LSG documen-
tation etc. will be held on
the second day of the
workshop.

Principal Director of
the Local Self
Government Department
(LSGD), M G
Rajamanickam, who
presided over the func-
tion, said each individual
has to work towards
bringing a change on the
issue of waste disposal
which should further re-
flect on the society.
Planning Board Member,

Jiju P Alex, KSWMP
Project Director,
Mohammed Y Safirulla,
KSWMP Deputy Project
Director, U V Jose,
Suchitwa Mission
Executive Director, K T
Balabhaskaran, Kerala
Institute of Local
Administration (KILA)
Director General, Joy
Elamon, and Clean
Kerala Company
Managing Director, G K
Suresh Kumar, were also
present. District Joint
Directors of LSGD,
District Coordinators of
Nava Keralam, Suchitwa
Mission, Program
Officers, Clean Kerala
Company, Kudumbashree
Mission, KILA
Facilitators, RGSA
Coordinators, RPs of
KILA and Social and
Communication Experts,
KSWMP are the other
participants of the two-
day workshop.

‘Kerala to build self-reliant, sustainable waste management system’

M B Rajesh

Bareilly (UP), Jun 17 (PTI): 

Barelvi cleric and head
of Ittehad-e-Millat Council
(IMC) Maulana Tauqir
Raza has said a protest will
be launched in
Uttarakhand if the state
government fails to take ac-
tion against those allegedly
harassing Muslims living
in Purola for generations.

Communal tension has
been brewing in Purola and
some other towns of
Uttarkashi district of
Uttarakhand after two
men, one of them Muslim,
allegedly tried to abduct a
Hindu girl on May 26.

The alleged bid to abduct
the girl was foiled by locals.
But after that incident,
threatening posters ap-

peared on the shutters of
shops owned by members
of the minority community
in Purola asking them to
leave the town immediately.

Speaking to the media at
his residence here on
Friday evening, the cleric
said, “We do not wear ban-
gles. We should not be
forced to react.

If the Uttarakhand gov-
ernment fails to take any
action, we will go there
and gherao the govern-
ment.”

Uttarakhand Waqf
Board chairman Shadab
Shams, Laksar MLA
Mohammad Shahzad and
Haj Committee president
Khatib Ahmad, among oth-
ers, met Chief Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami at
his official residence on
Monday and claimed that
Muslims living in Purola
for generations were being
“harassed” by anti-social
elements and forced to mi-
grate from the town.

At least 42 shops belong-
ing to Muslims have re-
portedly been closed in
Purola since May 26.

BARELVI CLERIC ON PUROLA INCIDENTS

‘If U’khand govt fails to take
action we will protest’

Maulana Tauqir Raza

New Delhi, Jun 17 (PTI): 

Investments in securi-
ties worth Rs 30.60 crore
have been seized in con-
nection with an alleged
foreign exchange violation
case against Vikram
Swarup and Gaurav
Swarup whose name fig-
ured in global financial
data leaks called ‘Pandora
Papers’, the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) said on
Saturday. The Pandora

leaks stated the Indian
businessmen brothers
were “beneficial owners”
in a company, Epsilon
Enterprises Ltd, incorpo-
rated in British Virgin
Islands, the agency said in
a statement.

The ‘Pandora Papers’
global leaks surfaced in
2021 after the International
Consortium of
Investigative Journalists
(ICIJ) came out with 2.94
terabyte of data trove that
exposed the offshore se-
crets of wealthy elites from
more than 200 countries
and territories including

India.
The investigation was

stated to be based on a leak
of confidential records of
14 offshore service
providers that give profes-
sional services to wealthy
individuals and corpora-
tions seeking to incorpo-
rate shell companies,
trusts, foundations and
other entities in low or no-
tax jurisdictions.

“Vikram Swarup and
Gaurav Swarup were the
beneficiaries in bank ac-
counts of Epsilon
Enterprises Ltd. main-
tained with Standard

Chartered Bank, Jersey
and the Bank J. Safra
Sarasin, Switzerland.”

“Investigation found that
the Swarup brothers were
holding assets in the form
of foreign exchange in
these accounts in contra-
vention of Section 4 of the
Foreign Exchange
Management Act, 1999,”
the ED said.

Assets totalling Rs 30.60
crore in the form of invest-
ments in securities were
identified and seized under
section 37A of FEMA and
further investigation is
under progress, it said.

PANDORA PAPERS

ED seizes Rs 30.60 cr investments
In case against 
businessmen brothers New Delhi, Jun 17 (PTI): 

Documents related to
sale and purchase of
properties, Rs 17.80 lakh
worth cash and some
other material were
seized after fresh raids
this week against some
“renowned” builders, CAs
and others linked to slain
gangster-politician Atiq
Ahmad, the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) said on
Saturday.

The searches were car-
ried out on June 14-15 at

10 premises in Prayagraj,
Lucknow and Delhi, the
agency said in a state-
ment. Various aides and
associates of late Atiq
Ahmad including
“renowned” builders and
chartered accountants
were covered during the
action which led to the
seizure of Rs 17.80 lakh
cash, documents related
to sale and purchase of
properties, financial docu-
ments of companies,
bank statements, mobile
phones and laptops, it
said. Physical and foren-
sic analysis of seized evi-
dences are ongoing, the
agency said.

The money laundering
case against Ahmad and
his aides stems from a
CBI FIR filed on the direc-
tions of the Supreme
Court to probe allegations
of kidnapping, extortion
and assault against the
mafia-turned-politician
and his men.

“Atiq Ahmad was a his-
tory-sheeter and ran a
mafia gang that is in-
volved in various crimes
of serious nature from a
long time. Around 100
FIRs of crimes related to
murder, extortion, land
grabbing etc. were lodged
against him in various po-
lice stations.

ED seizes cash, property documents after raids 

Mumbai, Jun 17:

The late Srichand. P.
Hinduja, revered patriarch
of the Hinduja Family and
the late Chairman of the
Hinduja Group, was hon-
oured with profound trib-
utes during a prayer meet-
ing held in Mumbai.
Political Dignitaries cut-
ting across political lines,
Industry Captains, well-
wishers, Foreign Counsals,
and Spiritual leaders paid
their respects, highlighting
S. P. Hinduja's dedication to
philanthropy and his un-
wavering adherence to
principals and values of
the Group during his
Chairmanship of the 108-
year-old conglomerate.
Over 2500 guests attended
the commemorative event
from all walks of life.

Gopichand Hinduja,
Chairman of the Hinduja
Group, remembered his
dearest brother Srichand

as a friend, guide and guru
to the family and friends.
“For us brothers, he was
the Centre of our Universe
and showed us the way to
living in peace and harmo-
ny with one another and
according to our family’s
principles and values. For
me personally, his passing
has left a total void in my
heart. He was my child-
hood mentor and under
his guidance I grew up.
From a young age, we were

completely inseparable.
We did everything togeth-
er. People always com-
pared us to Ram &
Laxman. Prakash was
Bharat and Ashok was
Shatrughna…. Srichand
worked tirelessly to im-
prove relations between
the mother country and
host countries and was per-
haps India’s greatest
Ambassador working be-
hind the scenes, away from
the limelight. His role

along with we brothers
was to strengthen and im-
prove India’s image global-
ly. Dearest SP, we assure
you that our Parivar will
continue its journey ahead
from generation to genera-
tion and follow the values
and principles you had in-
herited from Dada and
Amma and passed on to us
for our future unity and
welfare,” said GP Hinduja.

Nitin Gadkari, Union
Minister for Road
Transport and Highways,
in his video message from
Delhi, stated “Srichand
Hinduja was not just a
wealth creator but an em-
ployment generator…cre-
ating 200,000 jobs across 48
countries. The Indian
Government has enjoyed a
very good relationship
with this Group. During
Prime Minister Narasimha
Rao’s tenure, the Group ex-
tended special assistance
to the country”.

Mumbai extends homage to late Hinduja

New Delhi, Jun 17 (PTI): 

The Centre is in the
process of geo-tagging
institutions for people
with disabilities under
the PM Gati Shakti proj-
ect to improve accessi-
bility, a senior official
said on Saturday. The
Department of
Disabilities is collabo-
rating with
B h a s k a r a c h a r y a
Institute for Space
Applications & Geo-
informatics (BISAG-
N) for geo-tagging all
the institutes for peo-
ple with disabilities,
Joint Secretary in the
Disabilities Affairs
Department Rajeev
Yadav said.

He said the process
is aimed at bringing
all such institutes on

a single portal to stay
updated about their
ongoing projects.
“Under PM Gati
Shakti, social infra of
national institutes, re-
gional centres and AL-
IMCO centres would
also be brought on
board so that people
have an idea about
them.

Centre geo-tagging institutions for people with disabilities

Project to be completed
by June-end

Against Atiq
Ahmad’s aides



Suicide
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A 51-year-old
property dealer was
found hanging from a
tree at the Kamla Nehru
Ridge in north Delhi,
police said on Saturday.
The police retrieved the
body after being tipped
off by a security guard,
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (North) Sagar
Singh Kalsi said.

Mild quake
JJaammmmuu:: A 3.0 magnitude
earthquake struck Jammu
and Kashmir on Saturday
but there was no report of
any damage, officials said.
The epicentre of the
tremor, which occurred at
2.03 pm, was hilly Ramban
district along the Jammu-
Srinagar national highway,
an official of the meteoro-
logical department said.
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New Delhi, Jun 17 (PTI): 

Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose had the audacity to
fearlessly challenge the
British and India would
not have been partitioned
if he was there at that
time, National Security
Advisor Ajit Doval said on
Saturday.

Doval said Bose was de-
termined to fight the
British for India's
Independence and never
wanted to beg for freedom,
adding he not only wanted
to end political subjuga-
tion but felt that the politi-
cal, social, economic and
cultural mindset of the
people has to be changed

and "they should feel like
free birds in the sky". The
National Security Advisor
(NSA) said this while de-

livering the first Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose me-
morial lecture organised
by the industry chamber
ASSOCHAM.

In the course of his ad-
dress, Doval delved into
various aspects of Bose's
life and noted that he even
had the audacity to chal-
lenge Mahatma Gandhi.
But at the same time,
Doval noted that Bose had
a deep respect for Gandhi.

"The seed, the idea that
came to his mind was 'I
will fight the British, I will
not beg for freedom. It is
my right and I will have to
get it'," Doval said.

"India would not have
been partitioned if Subhas

Bose was there. Jinnah
said I can accept only one
leader and that is Subhas
Bose," he added.

‘India would not have been 
partitioned if Netaji was there’

Korba, Jun 17: 

A man allegedly com-
mitted suicide in Korba
district after claiming in a
video that his property
had been acquired for a
coal mine but he had nei-
ther got money or a job as
compensation, a police of-
ficial said on Saturday.

The land on which his
house was built was ac-
quired by the South
Eastern Coalfields

Limited (SECL) and all ef-
forts in the past six
months to get compensa-
tion or a job were in vain,
Dilharan Patel said in the
video some time before
ending his life. Patel, a res-
ident of Chandra Nagar
Jatraj village, was hospi-
talised on June 13 after he
consumed poison and he
died on Saturday morn-
ing, Kusmunda police sta-
tion in charge Krishna
Kumar Verma said.

"A preliminary probe
has revealed that SECL
had given his son a job in a

private firm. Further in-
vestigations as to why he
took this extreme step is
underway. For now, an ac-
cidental death report has
been registered," Verma
added. SECL public rela-
tions officer Sanish
Chandra said Patel was oc-
cupying government land
and therefore, as per the
rules laid down by the
Union government and
Coal India Limited's
Resettlement and
Rehabilitation Policy, he
was not eligible for a job in
the state-run entity.

Kanker, Jun 17: 

Three police constables
suffered injuries after an im-
provised explosive device
(IED) exploded during a
training exercise at a jungle
warfare college in Kanker
district, police said on
Saturday. The incident took
place on Friday when the
training session was under-
way at the Counter
Terrorism and Jungle
Warfare (CTJW) College on
the outskirts of Kanker

town, Inspector General of
Police (Bastar range)
Sundarraj P said. CTJW, a
special training school to im-
part training with special
emphasis on counter Naxal
activities, was established in
2004 in Kanker, about 150 km
south of Raipur, he said.
During the training, the IED
exploded nearby trainees
causing splinter injuries to
three constables Shankar Lal
(24), Lalit Pujari (25) and
Khirendra Nag (23), he said.
The trio was shifted to the
district hospital, the IG said,
adding that their condition is
said to be out of danger.

New Delhi, Jun 17 (PTI): 

Olympic medallist Sakshi
Malik and her wrestler hus-
band Satyawart Kadian on
Saturday insisted that their
protest was not politically
motivated and they kept
mum for years despite fac-
ing harassment because the
wrestling fraternity was not
united earlier. In a video
posted on Twitter, Kadian
said a false narrative was
being created around their
protest and they wanted to
clear the air. Country's top
wrestlers including Malik,

Vinesh Phogat and Bajrang
Punia, accused outgoing
Wrestling Federation of
India (WFI) chief and BJP
MP Brij Bhushan Sharan
Singh of sexual harassment
and intimidation.

Leaders from different
political parties, including
Congress' Priyanka Gandhi,
Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal and for-
mer J&K Governor Satya
Pal Malik visited the protest
site, extending their sup-
port to the wrestlers before
they were removed from
Jantar Mantar on May 28.

Lucknow, Jun 17 (PTI): 

Samajwadi Party
President Akhilesh Yadav
on Saturday said the BJP-
led NDA will be defeated
in the next year's general
elections by "PDA", which
he defined as a "Pichde
(backward classes), Dalit
and Alpasankhyak (mi-
norities)".

At a Conclave in
Lucknow, the former
Uttar Pradesh chief min-
ister said, "The BJP will
be defeated in all 80 Lok
Sabha seats in Uttar
Pradesh if bigger nation-
al parties back us."

Yadav asserted that he
has always maintained
that seat distribution
should be decided consid-
ering which alliance part-
ner is the strongest in a
particular state.

‘PDA can
defeat BJP’

‘Our protest against
WFI chief, not govt’

Wrestlers Satyawart Kadian and Sakshi Malik speaks
during a video message, on Saturday.

NSA Ajit Doval

Man ends life over compensation, job
woes after SECL acquires his property

SECL cites govt
land hurdle

Three policemen
injured in IED explosion 

During training at 
jungle warfare college

Jairam Ramesh said Ajit Doval
does not speak much but has
now joined the tribe of those
who spread distorted history.
Congress general secretary
Jairam Ramesh commented on
National Security Adviser Ajit
Doval's statement that India
would not have been parti-
tioned if Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose was there and said there
is no way one can definitely
say this as by 1940 Netaji had
formed the Forward Bloc. 

Ajit Doval new 
‘distorian’: Ramesh
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Raipur, Jun 17: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Saturday alleged an at-
tempt was made to tarnish
the image of Lord Ram
and Lord Hanuman in the
movie “Adipurush’ and
said the Congress govern-
ment may consider ban-
ning it in the state if peo-
ple demand so.

He alleged that dia-
logues in the film are “ob-
jectionable and indecent”
and questioned the “si-
lence” of political parties
which call themselves the
custodian of religion, an
apparent jibe at BJP.

When asked by re-
porters whether the state

government will ban this
movie, Baghel said, “The
government will think
about it (ban) if people
will raise a demand in this
direction”.

“An attempt is being
made to tarnish the image
of all our deities. We have
seen the gentle face of
Lord Ram and that of Lord
Hanuman drenched in de-
votion, but from the last
few years an attempt is
being made to change this
image,” he told reporters
at his official residence.

Baghel said Hanuman
has been introduced as a
symbol of wisdom, power
and devotion since our
childhood, but in this film,
“Lord Ram is shown as the
‘Yuddhak’ (warrior) Ram
and Hanuman as the
angry bird”.

Neither our ancestors
imagined such an image of
Lord Hanuman nor our so-
ciety accepts it, he added.

“The dialogues and lan-
guage used in this movie
are indecent. In Tulasidas’
Ramayana, Lord Ram was
portrayed as ‘Maryada
Purushottam’ and decent
language was used. In
‘Adipurush’, dialogues of
characters are of very low
level,” he said.

P r a b h a s - s t a r r e r
“Adipurush”, a retelling of
the epic Ramayana, was
released on Friday.

“When Rajiv Gandhi
was the prime minister, he
had suggested to
Ramanand Sagar to make
the epic serial Ramayana
which became hugely pop-
ular. The pictures of Lord
Ram and Hanuman were

distorted on the pretext of
‘Adipurush’ and indecent
words were put in the
mouths of the characters.
What the young genera-
tion will learn from this?”
he questioned.

He alleged Lord Bajrang
bali is made to speak the
language of Bajrang Dal
in this movie.

“Why people of those
political parties who call
them the custodian of reli-
gion are silent on this
movie? Why BJP leaders
who kept giving state-
ments on ‘The Kashmir
Files’ and ‘The Kerala
Story’ are silent on
‘Adipursh’? Even lower-
rung leaders of the BJP
are not speaking anything
on this,” Baghel alleged.
Chhattisgarh goes to polls
later this year.

CM slams ‘Adipurush’ over
portrayal of Lord Ram

Says govt will think
about ban if people
want

Raipur, Jun 17: Advocate
in the Supreme Court
Ashwini Upadhyay said
that religious conversion
is biggest threat to estab-
lishing ‘Ram Rajya’ in the
country , apart from
casteism, Naxalism,
Maoism just to name a
few. Holding need for
major judicial reforms
and new laws in the coun-
try, Ashwini claimed that
80% of the solution to
country’s problems lies in
the hands of law and both
the Centre and state
should take initiative to
form new laws and make
reforms at their own level,
so as to grant timely jus-
tice to people. Addressing
a press conference here
prior to the lecture series
on ‘Ram Rajya and Indian
Constitution’, SC
Advocate Ashwini
Upadhyay informed that
this is being organized in
the memory fifth
‘Sarsanghchalak of RSS
Kuphali Sitaramaiyya
Sudarshan by Shri
Sudarshan Prerna Manch
(SSPM) in Bilaspur today

and in Raipur on June 18
at MAIC auditorium.

Terming population ex-
plosion as the biggest
problem in the country,
Advocate Ashwini
Upadhyay said that in the
human history, it was
Lord Shri Ram who start-
ed the policy of birth con-
trol through ‘Hum Do
Hamare do’ and that of
Common Civil Code and
Common Education
System. He said that the
Constitution of India is
advocates establishing
‘Ram Rajya’, be it
‘Vasudev Kutumbakam’
or ‘Sarv Dharm Sambhav’
or ‘Sabka Vikas-Desh Ka
Vikas’ and this needs to be
intensively promoted as
well. Holding need to
change many a laws in the
judiciary, Advocate
Upadhyay said that Indian
laws have been made by
the Britishers and still it
requires massive changes
and reforms, as there is
vast different between

Indian thinking and that
of foreigners. Even the
founders of the
Constitution wanted
India’s constitution based
upon ‘Ram Rajya’. To a
question as to whether
India should be called
‘Hindu Rashtra’ or ‘Ram
Rajya’, Upadhyay said
that the makers of the
Constitution favoured
‘Ram Rajya’ and Hindism
is a way of life and it just
does not excludes the phi-
losophy of ‘Ram Rajya’, be
it equality, fundamental
rights or others. Charging
that religious conversion
is going on in
Chhattisgarh on a large
scale, Advocate Upadhyay
questioned as to why the
state government has not
imposed NSA against
those involved till date.
Claiming that it is being
done in an organized man-
ner, it is not only affecting
a family, but a person’s
thoughts, religious func-
tion and overall patriot-

ism. Irrespective of the
government in power,
both the Centre and state
must imposed strict ban
on religious conversion,
then be it through NSA or
Gangster Act or others, he
added.

It is notable here that SC
Advocate Ashwini
Upadhyay is known for fil-
ing many petitions in the
Court be it on social, law,
administration or others
and in last five years he
has got the honour of fil-
ing more than 50 petitions
in the Court and his ef-
forts were praised by the
SC in July 2022 saying that
a special bench be formed
for the petitions filed by
Advocate Ashwini
Upadhyay. Through a peti-
tion in 2021, he played an
important role wherein it
was directed that no crim-
inal cases against any
MLA or MP be withdrawn
without the permission of
High Court of that partic-
ular state.

Religious conversion is biggest threat
to ‘Ram Rajya’: Upadhyay

Holds need for 
major judicial and
law reforms in the
country
SSPM to organize
lecture series on
‘Ram Rajya and
Indian Constitution’
today at MAIC in
Raipur

Akhilesh into Golden Book of World Records
with Lord Hanuman photo collections

Raipur, Jun 17: Just a few
weeks ago, IIIT-NR an-
nounced its placement
records for the batch gradu-
ating this year (June 2023).
It was reported that IIIT-NR
once again recorded 100 per
cent placement for the 5th
consecutive year, with all B.
Tech students passing out
in 2023, who were interested
in pursuing jobs, securing
placements in top compa-
nies, including multination-
al giants and big startups.
This year’s highest package
mentioned in that report
was approximately Rs. 50
lakhs per annum, bagged by
Abhik Jain in Luminovo,
which is an international
company based in Germany.

Recently, Rashi Bagga,
another student of this
batch, bagged an offer of ap-
proximately Rs. 85 lakhs per
annum from a prestigious
company Atlassian, thus
breaking the earlier record
of the highest package of

the institute. Last year the
same company had selected
Chinky Karda from IIIT-NR
and had offered her a pack-
age of Rs. 57 lakhs per
annum, which was the high-
est package of her batch.
This year Atlassian selected
Rashi from IIIT-NR and has
offered a higher starting
package. Her batch mate,
Yogesh Kumar, has also re-
ceived an offer of approxi-
mately Rs 56 lakhs per
annum for a Software
Development Engineer role

from Zeta-Directi, a Next-
Gen Banking Tech-Fin
multinational company. As
reported two years earlier, a
Batch 2020 pass-out student
of IIIT-NR, Ravi
Kushashwa, had bagged an
offer of approximately Rs. 1
Crore per annum from
NVIDIA, USA, but he could
not join that job due to the
pandemic. As per the
Placement Office of IIIT-
Naya Raipur, this year’s av-
erage CTC for the batch now
stands revised to Rs. 16.5

lakh per annum, while the
median CTC for the batch is
Rs. 13.6 lakh per annum.
The students have been of-
fered roles in various fields
such as Software
Development, DevOps,
Quality Assurance, Data
Analyst, Consultant,
Business Analyst, and
more.

The selection of students
from IIIT-Naya Raipur by
Atlassian in subsequent
years proves that the talent
pool being created by the in-
stitute is quite useful for the
latest industry require-
ments. Recruiters have ap-
preciated the students’ per-
formance from the previous
batches, which is evident by
the fact that they are visit-
ing again and looking for
more students. The per-
formance of the students is
also attracting several new
companies which are look-
ing out to recruit talent
from IIIT-NR.

Rashi breaks IIIT-NR’s highest package record

Rashi Bagga Yogesh Kumar

Raipur, Jun 17: Students
from NIT Nagaland on
Saturday visit Sirpur, a
historical village and land-
mark in the Mahasamund
district under Yuva
Sangam campaign. A
tourist guide accompanied
the group, explaining the
fine historical details and
features of the place. The
visit started at the famous
Laxman temple, a remark-
able structure dating back
to the 7th century and ded-
icated to Lord Vishnu.
This east-facing temple ad-
heres to the “Vastu
Shastra” and showcased
impressive craftsmanship.
Inscriptions and idols of
various Hindu Deities and
Avatars helped the group
learn more about
Hinduism and its eternal

ideals.
Continuing their jour-

ney, the delegation visited
“Buddha Vihar”, an an-
cient Buddhist temple and
monastery. It featured iron
inscriptions depicting
tales from the
“Panchatantra”, “Jathak

Katha”, and other Indian
epic stories. The temple’s
ancient water storage sys-
tem and airflow system
are a testament to its ad-
vanced architectural
knowledge. The sight of
the 6.5-foot Lord Buddha
idol and the structure of

Amrapali, a lecherous
woman transformed by
seeking refuge in Buddha,
was moving.

The trip concluded with
a visit to “Surang Tila”, a
temple constructed in the
d i s t i n g u i s h e d
“Panchayatana” style of
Architecture. The group
was enlightened about the
tantric rituals practiced
there and how the temple’s
design adhered to Indian
Vedic Sciences and Vastu
Shastra principles, as
practiced by the great
“Vishwakarma” Clan
Architects, Sculptors, and
Blacksmiths.

The delegation left with
a deep appreciation and
novel information about
Indian heritage and archi-
tecture.

Students visit Sirpur under ‘Yuva Sangam’

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 17: Akhilesh
Sharma has entered into
Golden Book of World
Records by making collec-
tion of 5 thousand photo-
graphs of Lord Hanuman.

According to the infor-
mation received, Akhilesh
has given the collection of
photos into a book.
Providing the above infor-
mation, the record holder
Akhilesh Sharma said
that he has achieved the
above record with hard
work of last ten years. He

has several unique pic-
tures of Lord Hanuman
in his 256 colour pages. He
said that people starting
sending the photo of Lord
Hanuman instead of good
morning messages when
they came to know about
his keen interest in collec-
tion of photographs of
Lord Hanuman. His col-
lection includes unique
photos of Lord Hanuman
from several countries in-
cluding Thailand,
Malaysia and Bali and
added that paintings
worth lakhs are also in

his collections of photo-
graphs. His collections in-
cludes the images of Lord
Hanuman from his child-
hood to old age days. He
also urged the people to
recite the Bhajans of Lord
Hanuman as he is always
with the people who keep
him in their mind.

He also informed that
he is reciting Sunderkand
for the last 35 years and
added that he keeps on
sharing the publications
to people whenever he
comes in contact with
new people.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 17: Former
star cricketers Kapil Dev
and Madan Lal will inau-
gurate Raipur City Center
in its new look on 20th
June on the auspicious oc-
casion of ‘Rath Yatra’.
Raipur City Center, the
largest shopping mall of
not just Chhattisgarh but
also of Central India, is
ready to serve the resi-
dents of Chhattisgarh
with its new furnishings
and facilities, once again
taking the concept of
everything for everyone,
said Dharmendra Jain
and Amit Tilwani while
addressing a press confer-
ence here today.

Reputed national and in-
ternational brands of vari-
ous categories have their
retail outlets at Raipur
City Center, they said,
adding that not only shop-
ping, but facilities like
food zone and mall culture
of entertainment will also
be available. According to
them people of Raipur city
a complete shopping mall
that can cater to their
needs, with the change of
their purchasing capacity
and lifestyle at par with
those in metropolis.
Keeping in mind their
needs Raipur City Center

has been equipped with
modern facilities, they
said. Sprawled over 5.7
acre of land in the middle
of the city Raipur City
Centre is fully air condi-
tioned shopping mall with
13 lifts, 13 escalators and 1
travellet, 100% power
backup, auto fire fighting
system, entry from 3 sides
on ground level, large
parking lot with parking
capacity of 800 cars and 24
Hour Security &
Housekeeping, said
Dharmendra Jain and
Amit Tilwani, highlight-
ing prominent features of
the Raipur City Center.
Mall entrance has been
made wider and is con-
nected to all 4 gates and
zones, providing fresh
look with extensive land-
scaping and ease of move-
ment. The retail area has
been expanded and two
new floors-3rd and 4th
floor- have been converted
into retail to help the re-
tailers to expand their
business and provide bet-

ter choice to the cus-
tomers. Office and co-
working spaces occupy the
3rd and 4th floors, where
approximately 80 offices
are designed in such a way
that the city center will
also be a prime location for
corporate houses, they
said. The 2nd floor will be
exclusively dedicated to
women and children, the
3rd floor will have a full
range of food and drink
and brand stores, and the
4th floor will have game
zones, restaurants. Taste
connoisseurs will also be
in for a treat. The 3rd floor
has a newly designed food
court with International
QSRs like McDonald’s,
KFC, Pizza Hut, Burger
King, Domino’s. The 4th
floor features a pub, the
Gaming Zone Cafe. PVR is
located on the 2nd floor
with a completely new
look and more capacity.
PVR has 5 Audis with a
seating capacity of 1089
and has the highest occu-
pancy in the city. All the

above facilities will pro-
vide new heights to the
mall culture and better
convenience and pleasant
experience to the cus-
tomers.

Giving information
about Raipur City Center
Carnival from 20th June to
25th June they said that
carnival would be inaugu-
rated at 4 pm on 20th June
by former cricket star
Kapil Dev. Kapil Dev will
interact with the audience
from 4:30 pm to 5 pm on the
same day. Kapil Dev and
Madan Lal will inaugurate
cricket turf at shopping
mall between 6 pm and 7
pm on 20th June. The car-
nival will also include se-
ries of other programmes
such as World Day Yoga
Celbration, DIET Seminar,
Fashion Show, Audition
for Singing and Dance and
Painting Competition
Fashion Show and Dance
Competition Finale, MRS
Chhattisgarh and MISS
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Competition.

Raipur City Center in new look 
Former star 
cricketers Kapil Dev,
Madan Lal to 
inaugurate the mall
on June 20

Raipur, June 17: The
three-day Teacher Training
Programme concluded on
June 17, 2023 at Maharishi
Vidya Mandir-1. The last
day of the programme
began with ‘Guru Pujan’,
lighting of lamp,
‘Pranayama’ and ‘Dhyan’.

Anita Gwal of
Mahasamund read out 2nd
day report in the first ses-
sion of the last day.
Maharishi Vidya Mandir-1
Principal Mrs Vaishali Seth
gave welcome speech.

Maharishi Vidya Mandir-2
Principal Mrs Monika
Mishra reviewed training
programme of the first and
second day and explained
the importance of
Transcendental Meditation.

In the first session of the
third day, Mrs Monika
Mishra told about the im-
portance of moral values.
According to her the
progress of an individual,
society and country is possi-
ble only through moral val-
ues.

Further, Principal of
Maharishi Vidya Mandir 1,
Mrs. Vaishali Seth urged
everyone to remove words
like despair, depression, ten-
sion from their conscious-
ness. It was explained by Mr
Abhay Shankar Chowdhary,
senior teacher of the school
that the universe is con-
tained within us. In the sec-
ond session of the training
programme, course
overview and one week les-
son plan were prepared by
the trainees. In the third

session of the programme,
interesting programmes
were presented by the
trainees connecting the cul-
ture of different states with
the 16 principles of
Maharishi ji. Certificates
were distributed to all the
trainees. A brief report of
the three-day programme
was presented by the
teacher of Maharishi Vidya
Mandir 1, Mrs. Shilpi
Pandey. The programme
ended successfully with the
National Anthem.

Teacher training programme at Maharishi Vidya Mandir-1
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RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunnee  1177::  Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel announced
the establishment of a model

of Jait Khams in every develop-
ment block headquarters. He
was addressing the people at
the swearing-in ceremony of
newly elected office bearers of

S a t n a m i
Samaj. The
C h i e f
Minister em-
p h a s i s e d
that the
C h h a t t i s -
g a r h
Government
is dedicated
to serving
the people
by following
the path
guided by
saints and
reviving cul-
tural tradi-
tions. 

Addressing the program, the
Chief Minister highlighted the
continued relevance of Baba
Guru Ghasidasji's teachings.
He emphasized the impor-
tance of following the path
shown by Baba Guru Ghasidas
Ji to achieve progress in life. 

The Chief Minister also pro-
vided detailed information
about various government
schemes, urging members of
the Satnami community to ac-
tively participate and avail the
benefits. 

Additionally, he adminis-
tered the oath to newly elected
office bearers of the tehsil-
level Satnami Samaj and dis-
tributed certificates to them.
The event was attended by
local public representatives,
notable individuals, and a large
gathering of people.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, June 17:
Patwaris in Chhattisgarh
have called off their strike
and finally returned to
work. Chief Minister Mr.
Baghel has directed them
to clear the backlog creat-
ed due to the strike as soon
as possible. After ending
the strike on Thursday
night, the office bearers of
the Patwari Sangh met
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel at his official resi-
dence.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel has given them

strict instructions to
promptly complete the
pending works concerning
students and youth. It is
noteworthy that the gov-
ernment is offering a large
number of job opportuni-
ties, for which the young-
sters of the state are excit-
ed. Moving further in this
direction, the Government
of Chhattisgarh is creat-
ing new dimensions in the
field of higher education
as well. Considering these
circumstances and on the
special initiative of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
the Patwaris have called

off the strike.
Chief Minister Baghel

has instructed the
Patwaris to complete the
work of public service on
priority. Chief Minister
has also directed the Chief
Secretary to ensure com-
pletion of the tasks that
were withheld due to the
Patwaris' strike.

It is notable that the
Patwari unions in the
state were on an indefinite
strike since May 15 for
their various demands,
which was causing major
inconvenience to the com-
mon people of the state.

On the other hand,
Supreme Court's instruc-
tions on reservation has
opened a way for recruit-
ment on government posts
in the state, and on the in-
structions of the Chief
Minister, recruitment in
all the departments of
Chhattisgarh is being con-
ducted on a large scale on
motion mode. And
Patwaris have an impor-
tant role in issuing the
documents required for
the recruitment such as
caste, income, and domi-
cile certificates.

With Patwaris being on

strike, students were fac-
ing difficulty in getting
their necessary docu-
ments like caste, domicile
and income certificates is-
sued for the new academic
session. Farmers, com-
mon people, youngsters,
students, everyone was
getting affected due to this
strike, even the urgent
services related to the rev-
enue department were
hindered. Considering the
circumstances, Chief
Minister Mr. Baghel took a
special initiative and
ended the strike of
Patwaris.

‘Complete works within the
time limit with quality’

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, June 17:
Collector Vijay Dayaram
inspected the construction
works being done by the
Public Works Department
in Jagdalpur city on Friday.
He also informed about the
upgradation work of
Golbazar, development and
beautification work of
Samund Chowk, renova-
tion work of Swami
Atmanand Excellent
School Dharampura,
Archery building con-
structed at Sports Complex
Dharampura, running
track, MCA study school of
Bastar University, multi-
level parking and multi-
level parking being con-
structed at Itwari Bazar. He
took stock of the works

under construction at
Commercial Building and
Indira Priyadarshini
Stadium. Expressing dis-
satisfaction over the
progress of the works, he
directed to complete all the
works within the time
limit. He warned of strict
action if the construction
is not completed within the
time limit and if any quali-
ty is not maintained in all
the construction works.

Expressing displeasure
over the slow pace of reno-
vation work of Swami
Atmanand Vidyalaya
Dharampura, he directed
to complete the work with-
in a week. During this,
Executive Engineer of
Public Works Department
AK Singh, Sub-Divisional
Officer RN Sinha and offi-
cers and employees of
Public Works Department
were present.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, June 16: HelpAge
India (Chhattisgarh), to
mark the 'World Elder
Abuse Awareness Day'
(June 15) released a
National & State 2023
Report - "Women &
Ageing: Invisible or
Empowered?" at the New
Convention Hall, New
Circuit House, Civil Lines,
Raipur by Mrs Anila
Bhediya, Minister, Dept of
Social Welfare and other
dignitaries.

A first of its kind report
focusing only on older
women, who are often the
lost and the last in line,
where their needs and
rights are concerned. It ex-
ploring the aspects of
elder abuse and discrimi-
nation, access and owner-
ship of older women to fi-
nancial resources, employ-
ment and employability,
health care, social and dig-
ital inclusion, safety and

security, awareness and
use of redressal mecha-
nisms and others. The sur-
vey was conducted by a
professional research
agency - Ipsos Research
Private Limited.

The main findings on
the economic front, 53% of
the older women do not
feel financially secure. Of
the 47% who 'do' feel se-
cure, 79% are dependent
on their children for fi-
nances. 66% older women
in India don't own any as-
sets, 75% older women do
not have any savings.

In the sphere of digital
inclusion is concerned
older women are far be-
hind, with 60% older
women have never used
digital devices, 59% older
women not owning smart-
phones.13% older women
said they would like to en-
roll for some skill develop-
ment program online.

A significant 48% of
older women have at least

one chronic condition, yet
64% older women have re-
ported not having any
health insurance.

67% older women still
undertake caregiving
roles in their families,
while 36% older women

are not able to manage the
burden of caregiving.

47% of the older women
who are working, said that
they do not find their envi-
ronment at home friendly
towards work, while 36%
of the older women who

are working, say the same
for their environment at
their workplace.

43% Elderly women
worry of getting physical-
ly harmed, with 76% say-
ing its due to 'fear of
falling' and 46% stating
due to weak eyesight.

HelpAge India suggest-
ed the need to raise aware-
ness around the impor-
tance of gainful employ-
ment and undertake ca-
pacity building efforts.
Promote elder friendly
working environments.

Raise awareness on the
importance of physical
and mental health
amongst older women and
their families.Promote a
culture of empathy, under-
standing and respect
through educational plat-
forms. Implement digital
training workshops for
older women, informs
Subhankar Biswas State
Head (Chhattisgarh)
HelpAge India.

Government should abolish the 
compulsion of TET, B.Ed  D.Ed: CPI

Central Chronicle News

BBiijjaappuurr,,  JJuunnee  1177:: The process of
filling the vacant posts of teach-
ers for Bastar and Surguja divi-
sion is going on.  And this is
being done by Chhattisgarh
Professional Examination Board
(CPEB) and it is being said that it
is as per the Court order.  But
this recruitment process is total
centralized, local youth (candi-
dates) will not be selected, sec-
ondly, the qualification of TET,
B.Ed., D.Ed., has been made
mandatory for all categories of
candidates, especially ST, SC,
OBC of South, West, or Central
Bastar.  More than 90% unem-

ployed youth of the class will not
be able to even fill the form, it di-
rectly means that the local will
not be able to get selected.

That's why the Communist
Party of India (CPI) District
Committee Bijapur, under the
leadership of CPI leader
Kamlesh Jhadi has submitted a
memorandum to the Governor
and Chief Minister, Deputy
Collector Suman Raj.  They also
warned of intensifying the agita-
tion if the rules are not made by

changing all these circum-
stances in the interest of the un-
employed youth of Bastar
Surguja. They also warned of
staging chakka jam and holding
bandh, for which the entire re-
sponsibility will be that of the
government.  

On this occasion, senior CPI
leaders P Lakshmi Narayan,
Asantarao, Raju Telam, James
Kudiyam, Budhru, Praveen,
Sukhlu Rinku Suresh etc. many
workers were present.

MDP on Academic Leadership Prog organised by IIM

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, June 17: Indian
Institute of Management
(IIM) Raipur just conclud-
ed a 5 days MDP on
Academic Leadership
Programme for National
Institute of Electronics
Information Technology
(NIELIT is an au-
tonomous scientific socie-
ty under the Ministry of
Electronics and
Information Technology,
Government of India)
aimed at equipping the
senior executives  with
management knowledge
and general management
orientation which will
help them developing
leadership skill in educa-
tion and achieving India's
progress through global

academic standard. The
participants in this
Academic Leadership
Program comprises
D i r e c t o r / J o i n t
Directors/Scientists/Stat
e head across all most all
Indian states including
the head office at Delhi.

The inauguration cere-
mony took place on Jun11,
2023, and was attended by
senior executives of
NIELIT, the Programme

Directors - Prof. Sumeet
Gupta and Prof. Manojit
Chattopadhyay, Prof.
Sanjeev Prashar, and Prof.
Ritu Gupta Chairperson
EL&DC Chairperson.

This MDP program is
meant to share the impor-
tant management aspects
with the participants. The
sessions discussed upon
Digital transformation,
Strategic Skills for
Academic Leadership,

emotional intelligence,
Workplace Stress
M a n a g e m e n t ,
Recruitment and Talent
Management, Marketing
Management, Team
Building, Vision, Mission
and Goal Setting, Digital
and Social Media
Marketing, Project
Management, Effective
C o m m u n i c a t i o n
Strategies, Understanding
Accounting Ratios and

Balance Sheet, Finance
for Managers, Audit and
GFR, Information
Systems Decision
Making, Procurement
Management, and Data-
Driven Decision Making.
These MDP inputs are
likely to contribute to per-
sonal development and
professional effectiveness
of the participants.

Indian Institute of
Management Raipur, in
accordance with its mis-
sion of enhancing man-
agement excellence in the
nation and facilitating
nation-building, views
this MDP for the senior
executives of NIELIT,
Govt. of India as a contri-
bution to enhancing the
effectiveness of a very
important category of
professionals -creating
the backbone of India's
progress.
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For NIELIT

Collector directs PWD

In teacher recruitment
process being done 
by Vyapam in Bastar
and Surguja

BALCO Medical Centre’s Cancer Conclave 2023 
set to transform Cancer care in Central India

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, June 16 The
highly anticipated
Inaugural Chhattisgarh
Cancer Conclave 2023, or-
ganized by BALCO
Medical Centre (BMC),
commenced on 17th June
with an impressive gath-
ering of esteemed oncolo-
gists, researchers, and
healthcare professionals.

This momentous event
aims to facilitate knowl-
edge exchange, discuss
the latest advancements
in oncology, and enhance
patient care. The two day
conference promises to be
a platform for collabora-
tion and excellence in the
field of cancer care.

The opening day of the
conclave was filled with
insightful sessions and ac-
tivities, leaving the atten-
dees inspired and eager to

implement new approach-
es in their practice.
Highlights of the event in-
cluded a live surgery
workshop focusing on
breast cancer, conducted
by leading experts in the
field.

The workshop provided
deep insights into the cur-
rent management of
breast cancer, addressing
various aspects such as
patient selection for up-
front surgery versus
neoadjuvant chemothera-
py, targeted therapy, im-
munotherapy, and recon-
struction techniques.
Case-based discussions
on real-world scenarios
for breast cancer manage-
ment further enriched
the learning experience.

The Inaugural Cancer
Conclave 2023, held at
BMC, promises to be an
annual event that brings

together top on-
cologists from
across the coun-
try and beyond.
The conference
aims to provide
clinicians with
updates on the
latest advance-
ments in oncolo-
gy, empowering
them to deliver
enhanced pa-
tient care.

The 2nd day of
the event contin-
ues with more
focused presen-
tations by renowned na-
tional and international
faculty members, ensur-
ing that participants
gain valuable insights
and enrich their knowl-
edge base.

The event was honored
by the virtual presence of
Mr Anil Agarwal,

Chairman of the Vedanta
Group, who shared his vi-
sion for a cancer-free so-
ciety. "I have closely wit-
nessed people battling
with cancer, their
strength, resilience, and
unwavering spirit deeply
influenced my commit-
ment to improving

healthcare," stated Mr.
Agarwal. He emphasized
Vedanta's focus on en-
hancing the lives of peo-
ple through various so-
cial impact programs and
community development
initiatives, including the
Balco Medical Centre.

Ms. Jyoti Agarwal,

Chairperson of
BALCO Medical
Centre, also
joined the event
and highlighted
the institution's
commitment to
cancer preven-
tion, early diag-
nosis, and com-
prehensive care.

Dr. Rajendra
Achyut Badwe,
the chief guest of
the event,
Director of Tata
M e m o r i a l
Hospital and re-

cipient of the presti-
gious Padma Shri award,
said, "Our goal is to en-
sure that every individ-
ual, regardless of their
location or background,
has access to quality can-
cer care.

The challenges posed
by late-stage diagnoses

due to limited healthcare
access have underscored
the need for innovative
approaches. Through our
pioneering work on the
'Timing of Surgery for
Breast cancer' and the
completion of the first-
ever randomized clinical
trial in India, we have
demonstrated the signifi-
cant impact of early in-
terventions, which result-
ed in a remarkable reduc-
tion of over 25% in the
death rate.

By making cancer diag-
nosis and treatment more
accessible and affordable,
we can save thousands of
lives and improve patient
outcomes. This work is a
crucial step towards our
larger vision of achieving
equitable and comprehen-
sive cancer care for all."

Dr. Mou Roy, Director -
Surgical & Clinical

Oncology,BALCO Medical
Centre, expressed her en-
thusiasm for the live sur-
gery workshop at the
BMC Conclave. The con-
clave was further en-
riched by the presence of
distinguished experts in
the field of oncology, in-
cluding Dr Anil D'Cruz,
Dr. Sanjay Popat, Dr.
Shona Nag, Dr. Shailesh
Shrikhande and Dr. Nishu
Singh Goel.

In a significant contri-
bution towards bring can-
cer care closer to home,
the Hira Group CSR foun-
dation generously donat-
ed a Mammography Van
to the Balco Medical
Centre. This mammogra-
phy van is the first of its
kind in Chhattisgarh and
will play a pivotal role in
early cancer detection,
particularly in remote
parts of central India.

Older women face the brunt of exclusion

Subhankar Biswas State Head (Chhattisgarh) HelpAge
India addressing the gathering.

Promptly complete the works 
concerning youth and students: CM

Clear the backlog as soon as possible- CM instructs to Patwari's returning from strike

Baghel announces establishment
of a model of Jait Khams
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Khairagarh, June 17:
So far no action has been
taken by the responsible
office against the teacher
who reportedly misbe-
haved with a female
teacher of Govt HS
School Chichola. In this
case, the 'Sabhapati'
District Panchayat
Viplav Sahu has demand-
ed the officers to take
strict action soon against
the teacher found guilty.

Sahu informed that
during the Board exams,
teacher Naresh
Harihano had reportedly
misbehaved with a fe-
male teacher. In this case,
the Principal of the
School Aatmaram Sahu
through pressure tactics
and bad mental state, he

got an apology letter
made from the teacher
and tried to dispose off
the case. Contrary to this
he should have informed
it to his senior officer.
Even after this 'mafina-
ma' melodrama, the
Principal tried to save
the accused teacher NK
Harihano and reportedly
caused mental harass-
ment to the teachers
through rebuke and
mean statements.

Facing constant tor-
ture and harassment, the
victimised female
teacher asked the
Principal in-charge to
take action and even
with a hard feeling the
Principal had to file a
written complaint to
the DEO and even on
finding the allegations
correct by the investi-
gation team, no action
has been taken against
the teacher or the
Principal by the depart-

ment even after five
months.

District Panchayat
member Viplav Sahu
conducted inspection of
Chichola and met the
President of Shala Vikas
Samiti and villagers and
took information about
the local issues and said
that the responsible ad-
ministration should be
ashamed that in such a
serious case, no work has
been done as per  the rule
or the procedure.

The accused teacher
who accepted his crime
before the School

Management and which
is against the state's Civil
Service Conduct, then
why there is delay in tak-
ing action against him
and what is the message
being passed to the new
generation from such
acts.

With Aatmaram Sahu
remaining in the post of
Principal in-charge rais-
es question on the work-
ing system of Education
department, despite the
fact that many a senior
lecturers are available in
the school, Sahu ques-
tioned.

Central Chronicle News

Arang, June 17: The
Cabinet Minister for
Urban Administration
and Development
Department Dr Shiv
Kumar Daharia during his
visit to Delhi on Friday,
paid courtesy visit to the
AICC National President
Mallikarjun Kharge.

On this occasion he in-
formed him about the pub-
lic welfare schemes being
run in the state under lead-
ership of CM Bhupesh
Baghel. He said that
through Atmanand School
there is appreciation of
Chhattisgarh's education
model all over the country.
He also gave him informa-
tion about the schemes of

the Labour department;
Mitaan Yojana by the
Urban Administration
deptt; Slum Swasthya
Yojana and Dhanwantari
Medical Stores. Kharge
hailed the state govern-
ment's schemes and asked
to ensure that the Congress
forms the government in
the next VS polls due by
the end of this year.
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‘Cong launches schemes for welfare of all sections of society’
Central Chronicle News
SSiimmggaa,,  JJuunnee  1177::  The Chairman of
Chahttisgarh Mineral Development
Corporation (CMDC) Girish
Dewangan and PCC rep Sunil
Maheshwari and other senior
Congress leaders attended by the
stone laying of Satnam Samaj
Bhavan constructed in Simga at the
cost of around Rs 55 lakh. On this
occasion Sunil Maheshwari said
that right since the Congress gov-
ernment has been formed in the
state, the works for all sections of
the society have been started.

CM Bhupesh Baghel had
reached in the programme of
Satnami Samaj in Simga recently
and he had started granting sanc-
tion for various welfare and de-
velpoment works from different
Samaj. Maheshwari further said
that duing recent visit of Minister
Shiv Kumar Daharia to Simga, he
has promised to grant sanction of
Rs 25 lakh for Satnam Samaj as well

and its order is expected in the
coming month. On the other hand,
during the BJP's term, they have
only paid Rs 2-5 lakh only for such
works, he alleged.

Giving information about the
welfare works and schemes by the
Congress government in the state,
Maheshwari informed that the
Bhupesh government has formualt-
ed schemes and projects keeping in

mind benefit to people right from
village to all sections of the society.
In the last four & half years, there is
not a single category which has re-
mained away from various schemes
of the state government, be it the
trader/ businessman in the city or
the farmer, hard working labourers
or youth or women.

The government has made dec-
laration to purchase paddy at MSP

of Rs 2800 per quintal from the next
FY and the total quantity too has
been increased from 15 to 20 quin-
tals per acre. Due to this the farm-
ers will be benefitted and in turn it
will boost up the market and bring
good returns to traders and busi-
nessmen. For last four year also
when the farmers got the amount
into their account, there was boom
in the market, bringing smiles on
the face of everyone.

Maheshwari further said that
Satnam Samaj played an impor-
tant role in taking the state and
country forward. Baba Guru
Ghasidas has worked to unite dif-
ferent societies and remove the so-
cial evils widespread in it giving
the slogan 'Mankhe-Mankhe-ek
saman'. Baba also launched cam-
paign against all types of addic-
tions in the market and to which
the Satnam Samaj is still following. 

The Congress government in
the state always keeps in mind the
needs and demands of any society

and it is keeping in mind the same,
this amount of Rs 55 lakh has been
sanctioned for building of Satnam
Samaj. With construction of this
Satnam Samaj's bhavan, it will
also help other samaj to organise
variety of programmes and social
functions. With construction of
Bhavan, the meeting of Samaj will
be held here and this in turn would
strengthen brotherhood among all
in the samaj.

The welcome speech in the
programme was given by
President Jagmohan Markande
and it was directed by Krishna
Banjare. On this occasion special
guests was DCC District President
Simga Hitendra Thakur, member
of Board/ corporation Satish
Agrawal, district panchayat V-P
Sarita Thakur, Bhatapara Mandi
President Sushil Sharma, Amit
Sharma, Ramvilas Sahu, BCC
President KK Nayak, Vinod
Agrawal, Amar Mandavi, Kuber
Yadu and others were present.

Villagers face increasing challenges
from overloaded vehicles

MMaaggaarrllooaadd,,  JJuunnee  1177::    The ongoing
construction of the Bharat Mala
road, aimed at directly connecting
Raipur to Visakhapatnam via the
development block of Kurud
through Magarload, has resulted in
mounting difficulties for local vil-
lagers. The presence of numerous
overloaded vehicles involved in the
road construction has led to signifi-
cant problems, including dust and
mud issues. Both drivers and vil-
lagers find themselves grappling
with these challenges, particularly
when gusts of wind carry the air-
borne dust particles, causing incon-
venience to commuters. It is worth
noting that the ABD company is
currently responsible for the road
widening construction project, en-

compassing drain construction and
road development. Unfortunately,
the continuous movement of over-
loaded vehicles engaged in the
Bharat Mala road construction has
led to the road's deterioration, ne-
cessitating repeated compensation
and repairs. Residents from villages
such as Megha, Kareli Chhoti,
Chhipli, Luge, Mohandi, and other
areas situated alongside the road
have voiced their concerns. They
have highlighted the incomplete
status of the road constructed by
the ABD company, resulting in per-
vasive mud accumulation. The con-
stant flow of heavy vehicles gener-
ates excessive dust, significantly
impacting the well-being and tran-
quility of the villagers. 

MOMENTUM RITE Project helps for successful vaccination campaign
Central Chronicle News

Kanker, June 17: The
MOMENTUM Routine
I m m u n i z a t i o n
Transformation and
Equity (RITE) Project,
supported by the U.S.
Agency for International
Development (USAID),
commemorates the
achievements of the vacci-
nation campaign in
Chhattisgarh.

The Project along with
local non-governmental
organizations like
SAMARTHAN, Transport
Corporation of India (TCI)
Foundation, HelpAge
India, Shanta Memorial
Rehabilitation Center
(SMRC), The Leprosy
Mission Trust India
(TLMTI) played a crucial
role to build vaccine confi-
dence amongst priority
groups.

The global outbreak of
the pandemic had a signif-
icant impact on communi-
ties worldwide, with mar-
ginalized populations like
Tribal, particularly vul-

nerable tribal groups
(PVTG), transgender, preg-
nant, and lactating
women, etc. facing particu-
larly severe consequences.

Among these vulnera-

ble groups were pregnant
and lactating women in
low-resource settings, who
faced unique health chal-
lenges for both themselves
and their infants. Despite

the obstacles, ASHAs,
ANMs, and Anganwadi
workers played a vital role
in mobilizing these
women, ensuring their
timely completion of vac-
cination doses.

Additionally, the team
established COVID-19 vac-
cination camps in both
urban and rural areas of
Chhattisgarh to ensure
comprehensive vaccina-
tion coverage among the
elderly population within
the community.

Engagement with
school groups played an
important role as change
agents in the COVID-19
vaccination drive. The tra-
ditional game of 'Snake
and Ladder' was cus-
tomized with COVID-19
messaging. This creative
representation of positive
vaccine messaging lead to
increased vaccine confi-

dence.
NSS volunteers from

government schools
demonstrated their dedi-
cation by conducting door-
to-door campaigns, active-
ly engaging communities,
and promoting awareness
about the COVID-19 vac-
cine.

On the success of the
campaign, Dr. Gopal K.
Soni, Project Director,
Momentum Routine
I m m u n i z a t i o n
Transformation & Equity
Project said "The vaccina-
tion campaign against
COVID-19 in Chhattisgarh
showcased an exceptional
level of commitment from
the state government,
project team, and vaccina-
tors who went above and
beyond to ensure that vac-
cination reached high-risk
and underserved commu-
nities."

No action by DEO against accused 
teacher raises eyebrows: Sahu

Five Chouksey students 
selected in L&T Campus Drive

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, June 17: When it
comes to quality and place-
ments in Bilaspur region,
Corporates are looking to
hire from top colleges of
Chhattisgarh, as in result,
Chouksey Group of
Colleges, Bilaspur has been
the choice of the top compa-
nies and multinationals.
Chouksey Group of
Colleges has the highest
number of placements in
their bag in last 22 years in
the region, and count is still
going on.

As the top-most core sub-
jects - bagging over 48% of
offers - includes Computer
Engineering, Electrical,
Civil, Electronics &
Telecommunication and
Mechanical Engineering
followed by MBA and
Pharmacy. MBA Post

Graduates secured 28% of
the total offers rolled out by
the employers.

Marking the historical
movement for this session
2022-23, campus drive by
L&T Finance was conduct-
ed in Chouksey Group of
Colleges, Bilaspur on 15th
June 2023. This was the
first time that the region
saw the L&T Campus Drive
in any College for the stu-
dents of Engineering,

B.Com., B.Sc. and PGDCA.
Good number of students

participated in this physi-
cal campus drive. In the oc-
casion of the placement
drive, Company Officials A.
Raj and P. Sahu visited the
Campus and conducted dif-
ferent rounds and at the end
of the day Rajdeep Rajak,
Teshu Namdeo, Sandeep
Jaiswal , Akhilesh shriwas,
and Aman Tiwari Student
of final year were finally se-

lected.
On the same day, their

joining documentation was
also processed. On this oc-
casion, Managing Director
of Chouksey Group of
Colleges, Dr. Ashish
Jaiswal greeted the selected
students and wished them a
very bright future. Prof. V.
S. Kharsan, TPO of
Chouksey Group of
Colleges voted thanks to
the company officials.

Chouksey is continuing
its final placement process
for the batch of students en-
rolled in its flagship of
Engineering, B.Com., B.Sc.,
PGDCA, Pharmacy and
Management courses for
the year 2022-23 and has
achieved remarkable per-
centage growth in place-
ments this year, as per infor-
mation of the officials of
Chouksey.

The placement season
saw participation of indus-
tries from sectors like
Manufacturing, analytics,
IT, consulting and logistics,
E-Commerce, Telecommu-
nication, with among oth-
ers, have participated in
campus drive placement for
this academic session. The
placement session still con-
tinues looking for the bene-
fits of the current students
of Chouksey Group.

In case of misbehaviour
against a female
teacher of Chichola

Dr Shiv Kumar Daharia meets
AICC National President

Apprise him about state govt’s schemes

Collector inspects ongoing 
construction projects, urges 

swift completion

Central Chronicle News

Korba, June 17:
Collector Sanjeev Jha con-
ducted a comprehensive
inspection of multiple
construction sites within
the Korba Municipal
Corporation area. With a
focus on expediting the
progress, he provided cru-
cial instructions to offi-
cials overseeing the proj-
ects.

On this occasion, the
Municipal Commissioner
of Korba, Prabhakar

Pandey, along with offi-
cials from various con-
struction departments
and representatives from
different unit, were pres-
ent. The Convention Hall,
Vocational Training
Center, and the ongoing
construction of a govern-
ment school building were
specifically addressed
during the inspection.

Ensuring the highest
standards of efficiency
and cleanliness, Jha un-
derscored the urgency of
completing the pending
work at the Convention
Hall premises near the
district jail. With an ap-
proximate seating capaci-
ty of 2,000 people, the
Convention Hall holds
great potential for various
events.

Therefore, Collector Jha

instructed officials to ex-
pedite the construction
and finalize proposals for
sound systems, air condi-
tioning, electrical
arrangements, boundary
walls, campus beautifica-
tion, as well as the main
entrance construction.

Furthermore, he em-
phasized the need to im-
prove the drainage system
and install high mast
lights within the
Convention Hall premises.
Similar attention was
given to the nearby
Vocational Training
Center, known as the
Vivekananda Educational
Complex, where the
Collector gathered de-
tailed information.

Acknowledging the sig-
nificance of this center for
educational activities, he

inspected all the halls and
shops, urging officials to
expedite the remaining
construction work and en-
sure prompt completion of
cleanliness, painting, and
area development tasks.
Continuing his inspection,
he visited the construction
site near the Overbridge
within the Government
Higher Secondary School
premises.

There, he issued explicit
instructions to the rele-
vant construction agency
and officials, stressing the
importance of maintain-
ing quality and timely
completion of the pending
work. His objective was to
enable the utilization of
the new building for
teaching purposes at the
start of the upcoming aca-
demic session.

Directives issued
for Convention
Hall, Training
Center, and 
School Building

Chairman CMDC and PCC rep Sunil Maheshwari attend stone laying ceremony of Satnam Bhavan
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New Delhi, Jun 17: 

Bharti Foundation, the
philanthropic arm of
Bharti Enterprises, an-
nounced the launch of a
virtual Teachers’
Summer Fest to be con-
ducted on
TheTeacherApp, a new
tech-initiative by the
Foundation. It’s a 10-day
long Fest starting from
21st June, 2023 across
India. A range of topics
related to the theme of the
Summer Fest – ‘Theatre
and Storytelling in
Education’, will be cov-
ered by experts, Dr.

JaishreeSethi, a story-
teller and teacher trainer
based in Delhi and Ms.
Choiti Ghosh, well-known
actor through webinars
(conducted in Hinglish),
theatre games and panel
discussion.

Govt. of India launched
NIPUN (National
Initiative for Proficiency
in Reading with
Understanding and
Numeracy) Bharat on
5thJuly 2021 under the
aegis of the centrally
sponsored scheme of
SamagraShiksha. The vi-
sion of NIPUN Bharat
Mission is to create an en-
abling environment to en-
sure the universal acqui-
sition of foundational lit-
eracy and numeracy
(FNL), so that every child
achieves the desired
learning competencies in

reading, writing, and nu-
meracy by the end of
Grade 3, by 2026-27.

Bharti Foundation en-
courages teachers nation-
wide to seize this opportu-
nity for personal and pro-
fessional growth. By par-
ticipating in Teachers'
Summer Fest, educators
can engage in stimulating
discussions, gain fresh in-
sights, and contribute to a
nationwide movement for
transformative education.
Let's come together to cel-
ebrate and empower our
teachers for their invalu-
able contributions to 
society.

Ms Mamta Saikia, CEO,
Bharti Foundation, ex-
pressed her excitement to-
wards the initiative and
said, “Bharti Foundation
has been relentlessly
working towards making

quality education avail-
able to the underprivi-
leged children, especially
girls. With many flagship
p r o g r a m s ,
T h e T e a c h e r A p p ’ s
Summer Fest is another
initiative towards our
goal of ensuring quality
education by empowering
school learners, teachers
and educationists. We aim
to target 10,000+ teachers
across India.”

The Teachers’ Summer
Fest will be conducted vir-
tually on TheTeacherApp,
making it accessible to a
wider audience. A new
tab will be created on
TheTeacherApp exclu-
sively for Teachers’
Summer Fest followed a
calendar/journey of up-
coming events: Webinars,
Quizzes, Polls, competi-
tions etc.

Teachers’ Summer Fest from Jun 21-30
On the theme
‘Theatre &
Storytelling in
Education’

BRIEF

Arrested  
Cherukupalli: Three
men were arrested for
setting a minor boy on
fire resulting in his
death in Bapatla dis-
trict, police said on
Saturday.Pamu
Venkateswar Reddy
(20), the prime ac-
cused, along with
three other persons-
Pamu Gopi Reddy (25),
Mandela Veera Babu
(20) and Tumma
Sambi Reddy- waylaid
the boy, thrashed him,
poured petrol on his
person and set him
ablaze, police said.

Man killed
Jammu: A 66-year-
old man was axed to
death over a dispute
related to the extrac-
tion of stones in
Jammu and
Kashmir's Doda dis-
trict, police said on
Saturday.The ac-
cused, Bharov Singh
(31), was arrested
from the forested
Gandoh area within
four hours of the
murder, a police offi-
cial said.

Mishap
Gurugram: A man
was killed and two
others critically in-
jured when armed
assailants allegedly
opened fire at a
crowded liquor shop
in the Manesar area
here, police said on
Saturday.The inci-
dent took place on
Friday around 8.30
pm in Panchgaon
when two men ar-
rived at the shop and
fired more than 15
rounds, they said.

Monsoon session 
Panaji: The mon-
soon session of the
Goa Legislative
Assembly will begin
from July 18 and
state Governor P S
Sreedharan Pillai
has issued an order
to this effect, an offi-
cial said on Saturday.
The governor issued
the order on Friday,
he said.

Mishap
Etawah: Two women
were killed and four
other persons were in-
jured when their auto-
rickshaw collided
with a pickup van on
the Etawah-Kannauj
road, officials said.
The incident hap-
pened Friday evening
in an area within the
jurisdiction of
Marthana police sta-
tion, Station House
Officer Upendra
Kumar Rathi said.

Detected 
Jammu: An anti-per-
sonnel mine was de-
tected by troops along
the Line of Control
(LoC) in Jammu and
Kashmir's Poonch dis-
trict on Friday, offi-
cials said. The mine
will be defused on
Saturday, they said.
According to officials,
the mine was found
during routine pa-
trolling in Haryala
area in Mendhar
tehsil of the district.

Fire and Emergency
Services personnel rescue
a woman who was
trapped inside after a
house collapsed due to
heavy rains, in
Ahmedabad, Saturday.

Imphal/Kolkata, Jun 17 (PTI): 

Two civilians were in-
jured as mobs clashed
with security forces
overnight in Imphal town
and attempts were made to
torch the houses of BJP
leaders, officials said on
Saturday.

In separate incidents,
automatic gunfire was re-
ported from Kwakta in
Bishnupur district of
Manipur and Kangvai in
Churachandpur district
through the night.

An attempt was also
made to loot weapons from

Iringbam police station in
Imphal West. However, no
weapons were stolen.

Army, Assam Rifles and
Manipur Rapid Action
Force held joint marches
till midnight through the
state capital to halt rioters
from congregating.

A mob of approximately
1,000 people came together
to try and burn down
buildings near the palace
compound. RAF fired tear
gas and rubber bullets to
disperse the crowd.

Another mob tried to set
the house of Biswajeet,
MLA on fire. RAF column,
however, dispersed the
crowd. Another mob sur-
rounded the BJP office
post midnight at Sinjemai,

but could not do any harm
as an Army column dis-
persed it.

Similarly, a crowd tried
to vandalise the home of
Sharda Devi, BJP
(women's wing) president
near Porampet in Imphal
around midnight. Security
forces managed to dis-
perse the youth.

Earlier in the day,
crowds set up roadblocks
and torched properties in
the heart of Imphal town
on Friday, officials said.

Among others, a house
belonging to Union
Minister RK Ranjan Singh
was attacked and attempts
were made to burn it down
on Thursday night. A
warehouse near the royal

palace belonging to a re-
tired tribal IAS officer was
burnt down completely on
Friday.

Security guards and
firefighters managed to
control arson attempts by
the mob and save the
house of the minister of
state for External Affairs
here from being gutted on
Thursday night.

A mob clashed with
RAF personnel on Friday
evening after it had set the
warehouse afire. The
group also burnt tyres,
logs and waste in the mid-
dle of roads in Wangkhei,
Porompat and Thangapat
areas affecting the flow of
traffic in Manipur's capi-
tal town, officials said.

Two injured as security
forces, mobs clash in Imphal

Attempts at torching
houses of BJP leaders

RATH YATRA PREPARATIONS

A police convoy passes through the route of Lord Jagannath Rath Yatra during 
rehearsals, in Ahmedabad, Saturday.

Madurai, Jun 17 (PTI):

Tamil Nadu BJP leader S
G Suryah was arrested by
the police from Chennai late
on Friday, with the party's
state unit chief K
Annamalai slamming the
move as an attempt to "cur-
tail free speech." Police
sources said the action was
based on a CPI(M) complaint
against a social media post
of the BJP state secretary.

Suryah was arrested

under sections of IPC and
the IT Act, police said.

"The arrest of
@BJP4TamilNadu State
Secretary Thiru
@SuryahSG avl is highly
condemnable. His only mis-
take was to expose the nasty
double standards of the com-
munists, allies of DMK.
Using state machinery to
curtail free speech & getting
jittery for the slightest criti-
cism is unbecoming of a
democratically elected
leader and, indeed, are signs
of an autocratic leader in
the making," Annamalai
tweeted.

TN BJP secretary arrested
Annamalai slams 
ruling DMK

New Delhi, Jun 17 (PTI):
The CBI conducted search-
es at 25 locations in con-
nection with an FIR regis-
tered against 21 BSNL offi-
cials, including a former
general manager, officials
said.

The premier investiga-
tive agency alleged that
the accused officials en-
tered into a conspiracy
with a contractor to cheat
the government-run
Bharat Sanchar Nigam
Limited (BSNL). The CBI

registered the FIR against
officials of BSNL Assam
Circle, including a former
general manager, deputy
general manager, assistant
general manager, and
chief accounts officer in
Jorhat, Sibsagar,
Guwahati and other
places, they said. The FIR
also mentions the name of
a private person, officials
said. "It was alleged that
the contractor was given a
work order for laying
National Optical Fibre
Network Cable through
open trenching method at
Rs 90,000 per km," a CBI

spokesperson said in a
statement on Friday. "It
was also alleged that later
on, the contractor made
different pleas, including
no right of way from the
owner of private land, to
convert the open trench-
ing method to horizontal
directional drilling
method at Rs 2.30 lakh per
km in spite of the provi-
sion of the right of way,
easement clause in the
contract, thereby violated
tender clause and caused
loss of Rs 22 crore (approx-
imately) to the BSNL," the
official said.

CBI books senior BSNL officials for graft
Searches 25 locations

New Delhi, Jun 17 (PTI): 

A 'Raahgiri Day' will
be held on June 18 on a
section of a pedestri-
anised road in old Delhi's
Chandni Chowk, civic of-
ficials said on Friday.

This activity is being
undertaken as part of
the several initiatives
taken to spruce up the
city for the G20 summit
later this year, they said.

As part of G20-related

initiatives, the
Municipal Corporation
of Delhi (MCD) and
Delhi Police, in collabo-
ration with Raahgiri
Foundation, FIA
Foundation, PMNCH,
and Nagarro will organ-
ise 'Raahgiri Day' event
in Chandni Chowk on
June 18, the MCD said in
a statement.

The event will be held
on Chandni Chowk's
non-motorised vehicle
road stretch from
Chandni Chowk-Town
Hall to Gurdwara
Sisganj Sahib, it said.

MCD to host ‘Raahgiri Day’ today
To promote sustainable
transportation

Guwahati, Jun 17 (PTI): 

Assam's flood situation
worsened on Friday with
incessant rainfall inundat-
ing new areas across 11
districts and impacting
over 34,000 people.

Most of the rivers, in-
cluding the Brahmaputra,
are maintaining a trend of
rising water level at differ-
ent places though none are
flowing above the danger
mark, according to the
daily flood report of the
Assam State Disaster
Management Authority
(ASDMA).

Altogether 34,189 people,
comprising 14, 675 women
and 3,787 children, are
reeling under the impact
of the deluge.

The number of people

affected by the flood wa-
ters has increased from
over 29,000 in three dis-
tricts on Thursday as the
rain continued in the state.

Bishwanath, Darrang,
Dhemaji, Dibrugarh,
Lakhimpur, Tamulpur
and Udalguri are among
the affected districts.

Lakhimpur is the worst
hit with over 23,516 people
suffering from the deluge,
followed by Dibrugarh
with 3,857, Darrang with
2231, Bishwanath with
2231 and Dhemaji with
1,085.

Eleven relief distribu-
tion centres with eight in
Lakhimpur and two in
Udalguri, have been set up.

Altogether 77 villages
have been adversely im-
pacted by floods and 209.67
hectares of crop areas
have been damaged across
Assam, the ASDMA said.

Four embankments, two
each in Lakhimpur and
Udalguri, have been
breached.

Massive erosions have
been reported from
Biswanath, Bongaigaon,
Dibrugarh, Golaghat,
Jorhat, Karbi Anglong
West, Lakhimpur,
Morigaon, Nalbari,
Sonitpur, Tamulpur and
Udalguri districts, the
ASDMA said.

Landslides have also
been reported from some
parts of Dima Hasao and
Kamrup districts follow-
ing heavy rainfall, the re-
port said.

Embankments, roads,
bridges and other infra-
structure have been dam-
aged by flood waters in
Baksa, Biswanath,
Dhemaji, Dibrugarh,
Lakhimpur, Nalbari, and
Udalguri districts.

Assam flood worsens as incessant rain continues

WATERLOGGED STREETS

A fruit vendor wades through a waterlogged road after rainfall, in Guwahati, Saturday. 

34,000 people affected

Kolkata, Jun 17 (PTI): 

Senior Trinamool
Congress MLA Madan
Mitra on Friday made con-
troversial remarks against
Governor CV Ananda
Bose for his remarks on
clashes during the filing of
nominations for the pan-
chayat polls and said that
the Raj Bhavan occupant
must behave impartially
and not as an "opposition
leader". After visiting
Bhangore in South 24

Parganas district, where
supporters of two political
parties clashed on
Thursday leaving three
persons dead, Bose said
that political violence will
not be tolerated, asserting
that "there will be action
and no alibi for inaction".

"Some undesirable inci-
dents have happened in
some parts of Bengal. I
have made my inferences
about them. No violence
will be tolerated and we
will have to end it," Bose
said. The comments
kicked off an angry reac-
tion from the TMC MLA.
"The governor is trying to

act like God, but he doesn't
look like one... the gover-
nor should not behave like
the BJP state president or
else we know how to deal
with such a situation,"
Mitra said while making
the disparaging remark.

TMC state spokesperson
Kunal Ghosh said the gov-
ernor must behave impar-
tially.

"On such a hot and
humid day, we saw the gov-
ernor visiting various
areas of Bhangore. He
should behave impartially
and not act based on only
the inputs from the opposi-
tion parties.

TMC MLA makes controversial remark against guv
Asks him to behave
impartially
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Washington, Jun 17 (PTI):

The India-US relation-
ship is now headed to the
next level, India’s top
envoy here has said as he
emphasised that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
upcoming visit here will
have an impact not only on
the two countries but also
on other nations.

Prime Minister Modi is
visiting the US from June
21-24 at the invitation of
US President Joe Biden
and First Lady Jill Biden.
They will host Modi at a
state dinner on June 22.
The visit also includes an
address to the Joint
Session of the Congress on
June 22.

“The relationship is
now going at the next
level and there are a num-
ber of aspects in this visit
which are pointing to-
wards that,” Indian
Ambassador to the US

Taranjit Singh Sandhu
told PTI on Friday.

Modi will arrive here
on June 21 after attending
the International Yoga
Day in New York.

He will receive a cere-
monial welcome at the
White House on June 22,
and meet US President
Joe Biden to continue
their high-level dialogue.

“It’ll also provide an op-
portunity to both the lead-
ers to be able to spend
time together and discuss
across the board a num-
ber of issues which are of

mutual interest,” Sandhu
said. Biden and First Lady
Jill Biden will host a State
Dinner in honour of the
prime minister on the
same evening.

At the invitation of
Congressional leaders,
the prime minister will
address a Joint Sitting of
the US Congress on June
22. “Now we are talking of
actually real partnership
in terms of core develop-
ment, in terms of collabo-
ration. You will see across
the areas there is going to
be much more coopera-
tion and working together.
This will have an impact
not only for the United
States and India but also
for many third countries,”
Sandhu said.

Vice President Kamala
Harris, along with
Secretary of State Tony
Blinken, is hosting a
luncheon for the prime
minister on June 23.

India-US relationship reaching next
level: Ambassador Sandhu

Islamabad, Jun 17 (PTI):

The ruling Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) has picked
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif as the party’s pres-
ident while Maryam
Nawaz, the daughter of
the party supremo,
Nawaz Sharif, was chosen
as the senior vice presi-
dent.

The decision was taken
in a meeting on Friday of
the PML-N general coun-
cil, which also chose sev-

eral office bearers, includ-
ing Ahsan Iqbal as secre-
tary general.

Among other party
leaders, Marriyum
Aurangzeb was picked as
the secretary of informa-
tion, Ataullah Tarar as
the deputy secretary, and
Ishaq Dar as the secretary
of finance and overseas
affairs.

The elections were
uncontested, apparently
indicating a show of
unity within the PML-N,
but actually an indica-
tion of the iron grip by
the Sharif family mem-
bers who virtually
hand-picked every office
holder of the party.

Shehbaz was elevated
in 2018 to hold the reins
of the party after his
elder brother as well as
former premier Nawaz
Sharif was first disqual-
ified as prime minister
and later barred by the
country’s apex court to
lead the party as the
president.

It is believed that
Nawaz Sharif, who is liv-
ing in London since 2019
when he went there for
treatment, actually calls
the shots in the PML-N
by working in the shad-
ows and every decision
in the party is taken
with his consent.

Insiders say that he
even makes top appoint-

ments in the government
and was instrumental in
the elevation of Ishaq Dar

as finance minister last
year in place of Miftah
Ismail.

Pakistan’s ruling PML-N chooses Shehbaz Sharif as party president

Maryam Nawaz 
vice-president



T he monsoon is gradually
becoming active in the

southern regions of the country,
marking the beginning of the
rainy season. The sound of rain,
the sweet smell of wet soil, and
the greenery all around fill
everyone with excitement and
glee. During the rainy season,
there is an increased demand for
hot pakoras and tea. Everyone
craves something hot, spicy, and
fried. It feels just right to indulge
in such food. However, this sea-
son also brings several caution-
ary troubles.

The arrival of monsoon after
the scorching heat brings along
viral, bacterial, fungal, vector-
borne, and water-borne diseases.
The reason behind this is that
pathogenic microorganisms find
a suitable warm and moist envi-
ronment to multiply. Many
health problems arise during
this season due to contaminated
food and water, such as cold, flu,
malaria, dengue, typhoid, stom-
ach-related diseases, and skin
diseases. In such situations, our
immunity acts as a shield
against diseases, and maintain-
ing healthy dietary habits also
helps in disease prevention. By
controlling our cravings, we can

protect ourselves from illnesses.
In our country, the rainy season
lasts mainly for four months,
known as Chaturmas (a group of
four months). According to our
ancient practices, there has been
a tradition of fasting or consum-
ing light, simple food during
these four months, allowing our
digestive system to rest and func-
tion properly. However, nowa-
days, we tend to go against these
practices and invite diseases by
consuming spicy, fried, and rich
foods in the name of taste.

To ensure a balanced nutri-
tion and immunity, it is crucial
to maintain a diet that strikes a
good balance between the two.
In this season, you should pay
special attention to what you eat
and drink. Some general nutri-
tion principles can help you stay
healthy and enjoy the season.
Here are some good food and
diet habits that contribute to
good health even in this season:
Consumption of foods rich in

Vitamin C: Vitamin C helps
boost the body's immunity.
Include citrus fruits and vegeta-
bles in your diet, such as lemon,
amla, tomato, orange, sweet lime,
tangerine, and papaya. Vitamin
C aids in fighting infections like

cold and flu, improves digestion,
and strengthens bones.

Understanding the medici-
nal properties of spices: Some
spices, like black pepper,
turmeric, garlic, and ginger,
strengthen our immune system.
Use them for their nutritional
benefits, not just for taste.
Consuming basil, ginger decoc-
tion, lemon ginger water, etc.,
provides health benefits.

Turmeric: Turmeric is con-
sidered an immune booster in
Ayurveda and is known as the
Golden Spice of the Kitchen.
The curcumin element present
in turmeric has anti-infective
properties. Drinking turmeric
milk at home is still a common
practice. Turmeric has antisep-
tic, antifungal, and antimicro-
bial properties.

Indian Tea (Decoction):
Herbs like dry black pepper, gin-
ger, cloves, cinnamon, car-
damom, and basil leaves aid in
boosting our immunity. Boil
these ingredients well in water to
make Indian tea or decoction.
Cardamom and clove have anti-
bacterial properties, black pepper
prevents cold and flu, and cinna-
mon aids in blood circulation.
Kadha can be a great alternative
to tea during the monsoon.

Consuming plenty of water:
It is essential to stay hydrated re-
gardless of the weather. Drink
plenty of water, juice, etc., every
day or consume fruits and veg-
etables that contain a high water
content.

Foods to Avoid in 
the Rainy Season:

Faulty food habits increase the
risk of illnesses during the
monsoon season manifold.
Eating street food: It's impor-

tant to avoid street food during

the monsoon season. The tem-
perature and humidity condi-
tions create an ideal environ-
ment for bacterial and fungal
growth in food, leading to quick
contamination and potential
health risks.

Avoid fried and stale food:
While it's acceptable to enjoy
fried foods like samosas or frit-
ters in moderation during this
season, excessive consumption
can cause stomach problems.
Digestive issues, intestinal in-
flammation, vomiting, and diar-
rhea are some common prob-
lems that can arise. It's crucial to
exercise control and moderation
when indulging in such foods.

By following the aforemen-
tioned household and general di-
etary practices, we can signifi-
cantly reduce the risk of infec-
tions during the monsoon sea-
son. With controlled and mind-
ful food choices, we can fully
enjoy the season. As the saying
goes, "Jaan hai to jahan hai,"
meaning nothing is more impor-
tant than health.

As we embrace the monsoon
season, let's remember to priori-
tize our well-being. Along with
nourishing our bodies with im-
munity-boosting foods and
adopting healthy habits, we
should also be mindful of main-
taining hygiene, such as wash-
ing hands frequently and con-
suming clean and filtered water.
These practices will help us stay
healthy and make the most of
this beautiful season filled with
the joy of rain, the fragrance of
wet soil, and the lush greenery
all around.

(Sr. Educationist  &
Columnist, Dehradun,

Uttarakhand. Views 
are personal)
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Modi Government's
Interference

The Modi government, allegedly
aided by the Delhi Police, is accused
of undermining a sexual harassment
case involving Brij Bhushan Sharan
Singh. Critics argue that the govern-
ment aims to weaken the case, se-
curing Singh's exoneration. Wrestler
girls' testimonies should be taken
seriously, given the prevalence of
sexual harassment among women
athletes. This situation draws paral-
lels to the Larry Nassar case, where
a doctor abused numerous young fe-
male athletes for years. However,
obtaining concrete evidence in
cases involving guardian miscon-
duct is challenging, emphasizing the
importance of trusting the
wrestlers' accounts. Concerns arise
regarding justice in a country where
political power plays a significant
role, especially with an approaching
election. Additionally, suspicions
persist that the government pres-
sured a minor's father into retract-
ing his daughter's complaint, further
eroding rights and personal opinions
of young women regarding harass-
ment. The Delhi Police's swift dis-
missal of evidence and request to
cancel the POCSO case exemplify
the influence of powerful figures in
Indian politics. The athletes' quest
for justice remains doubtful. 
BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,  FFaarriiddaabbaadd

Rahul’s Truck Journey
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi

embarked on a unique adventure
during his visit to the United States,
traveling from Washington to New
York in a truck. This isn't the first
time Gandhi has taken to the roads
in a truck; he previously undertook
a similar journey in Punjab to un-
derstand the challenges faced by
truck drivers. Throughout his trip,
he emphasized that American
trucks are far more comfortable
than their Indian counterparts,
highlighting the lack of concern for
driver comfort in India. Tejinder
Gill, a truck driver accompanying
him, expressed admiration for the
high level of safety and the ab-
sence of police interference and
theft concerns in American trucks.
Gandhi believes that the Indian
government should prioritize pro-
viding similar facilities in trucks
and eradicate corruption, thereby
ensuring a prosperous and secure
trucking industry.

TTaauukkiirr  RRaahhmmaannii,,  MMuummbbaaii

Internet: Balancing Act
In the modern era, the internet

has seamlessly integrated into our
daily lives, making it nearly impossi-
ble to disconnect. The internet
brings a multitude of advantages,
including online education, easy ac-
cess to information, cashless trans-
actions, and global connectivity.
However, its impact on children and
students is a concern, often divert-
ing their attention from studies. It is
crucial for parents and teachers to
play an active role in guiding young
individuals on the responsible and
positive use of digital tools while
helping them navigate away from
the potential negative effects. By
striking a balance, we can harness
the internet's potential while safe-
guarding the well-being of our
younger generation.

Hassan Khan, Hyderabad
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Children play with waters on a hot summer day, in Kolkata, Saturday, May 17.

JOYFUL WATER FROLIC

Understanding the Usefulness of 
‘Jaan hai to jahan hai’ in the Monsoon

Rathin Kumar Chanda

B ehold the revered pilgrimage
that unites India, connecting

every corner of the nation through
roadways, railways, and air. This
hallowed destination, known far and
wide, radiates its divine aura
through the Jagannath Temple and
the grand spectacle of Rathyatra, an
annual festival that enthralls the
masses in Puri. For 42 days, the re-
splendent Rath or chariot is
painstakingly crafted with 4000 sa-
cred woods, transported via river-
ways. Once the Rathyatra con-
cludes, these woods are used to
prepare the voga, a symbolic food
offering to Lord Jagannath for the
entire year.

Throughout history, the
Rathyatra of Puri has faced numer-
ous disruptions, with various rulers
attempting to assert control over
this sacred procession and even de-
molish the Hindu archaeological
foundation. From 1568 to 1577, the
Rathyatra was halted for a formida-
ble nine years due to the villainous
actions of Kalapahar. Attacks on
Puri led to suspensions in 1601,
1607, 1611, and 1617. Muslim rulers
unleashed an assault on the Puri
temple, resulting in a two-year sus-
pension from 1621 to 1623. The

most prolonged interruption oc-
curred from 1692, lasting a stagger-
ing 13 years. Another black year ar-
rived in 1731, with the Rathyatra
ceasing for three years until 1735.

Puri holds a special place in the
hearts of Bengalis, serving as the
ideal destination for a comfortable,
secure, and delightful getaway. It
embodies the dreams of Bengalis, a
place where they can visit at any
time of the year without the burden
of exorbitant hotel expenses or
everyday life pressures. Puri has be-
come a second home for Bengalis,
with their thoughts instantly gravi-
tating towards this enchanting loca-
tion whenever the idea of a tour
emerges.

Indeed, Puri offers tranquility by
the sea, a haven for those seeking
solace. Time loses its significance
as days, weeks, and even months
pass beside the Bay of Bengal, with
waves crashing onto the shores. The
mesmerizing vistas of sunrise and
sunset paint nature's canvas with
breathtaking beauty. Each visit un-
veils a new facet of this enchanting
coastal destination, where the al-
lure of its natural wonders seems
limitless. As night falls, the sight of
candlelit trawlers adrift in the sea,
fishing for their bounty, is a capti-
vating sight. The diligent lifeguards,

or Nulias, are always vigilant in en-
suring the safety of tourists.

Another delightful surprise
awaits within the realms of the
Jagannath Temple, where the archi-
tectural marvels and archaeological
wonders leave an indelible impres-
sion on all who visit. Bengalis have
known Lord Jagannath since the
days of Sri Chaitanya, who em-
barked on a pilgrimage to Puri to
seek darshan of his beloved deity,
Lord Krishna, in the form of Lord
Jagannath. The temple premises,
steeped in historical and mythical
significance, never cease to fasci-
nate disciples who come to pay
their respects.

Witnessing the flag-hoisting cer-
emony atop the temple at dusk is a
spectacle that captivates the sens-
es. Each day, curious onlookers as-
cend the temple steps, eagerly
awaiting this momentous event.
The temple opens its doors to
countless devotees from around the
world, granting them the privilege
of witnessing Lord Jagannath's di-
vine presence, free of charge. For
those fortunate enough, the oppor-
tunity to have a personal encounter
with Lord Jagannath through a pay-
on-visit arrangement is truly a cher-
ished moment. Anticipation builds
as devotees eagerly await the

prasad, the sacred offering from the
temple. Each culinary creation from
this revered place becomes a
source of joy and fulfillment for the
faithful followers. The flavors and
aromas of the prasad tantalize the
taste buds, creating a sense of an-
ticipation and spiritual nourishment.

Rathyatra and the Jagannath
Temple stand as testaments to the
enduring faith and devotion of mil-
lions of devotees. Despite the chal-
lenges and disruptions faced over
the years, the spirit of this grand
festival remains unyielding. It is a
reminder of the profound connec-
tion between the divine and the
mortal, and the unwavering belief
that transcends time. As we embark
on this sacred journey, let us cherish
the traditions and cultural heritage
that Rathyatra represents. Let us
honor the struggles and sacrifices
of our ancestors who fought to pre-
serve this ancient pilgrimage. May
the divine blessings of Lord
Jagannath guide us along the path
of righteousness and fill our hearts
with love, compassion, and spiritual
enlightenment.

Rathyatra is not merely a proces-
sion; it is a celebration of faith,
unity, and devotion. It serves as a
reminder of our collective responsi-
bility to safeguard our cultural her-

itage and uphold the sanctity of
holy places. Let us come together,
as one community, to protect and
preserve the sacredness of
Rathyatra for future generations. As
the sun sets on the horizon, let us
revel in the beauty of this mystical
coastal town and immerse our-
selves in the divine aura that en-
velops Puri. Let us embrace the
tranquility of the sea, the serenity of
the temple, and the camaraderie of
fellow devotees. May this Rathyatra
awaken our souls, ignite our spirits,
and inspire us to lead lives filled
with devotion, compassion, and
righteousness.

So, my fellow travelers on this
spiritual odyssey, let us embark on
this sacred Rathyatra with rever-
ence, gratitude, and a deep sense of
awe. Let us cherish the memories
we create, the blessings we receive,
and the lessons we learn along the
way. May the divine presence of
Lord Jagannath guide us on this holy
pilgrimage and may our journey be
filled with resplendent joy, inner
peace, and divine blessings.
Rathyatra beckons us, and it is our
duty to heed its call. Let us embark
on this transformative journey, unit-
ed in our faith and reverence, as we
pay homage to the eternal divine.

JJaaii  JJaaggaannnnaatthh!!

Sacred Journey: The Splendor of Rathyatra

A recent United Nations report on terrorism in Afghanistan
has shed light on the deep-rooted connections between the

Taliban, Al-Qaeda, and the Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP). These
alliances paint a grim picture of the escalating terrorism threat
faced not only by Afghanistan but also by the entire region.
Despite the Taliban's assurances of countering terrorism, their
continued support for extremist groups and their request for
counter-terrorism assistance against their rival ISIL-Khorasan
Province (ISIL-K) raise serious concerns. India, in particular, must
remain vigilant as it faces direct threats from Al-Qaeda in the
Indian Subcontinent (AQIS) and the Islamic State of Iraq and the
Levant (ISIL) in Khorasan, both operating from Afghanistan. AQIS
explicitly targets India as one of its primary objectives, aiming to
establish an Islamic Caliphate in the Indian subcontinent through
the overthrow of existing governments and the imposition of its
extremist ideology. AQIS has been involved in various terrorist
activities in India, including attacks, recruitment, and radicaliza-
tion efforts. ISIL-Khorasan Province, also known as ISIL-K, is a re-
gional branch of ISIL operating in Afghanistan and Pakistan, with
its focus on establishing a presence in the Khorasan region,
which spans parts of Afghanistan, Pakistan, Iran, and Central
Asia. The recent arrest of individuals linked to the ISIL-K module
in Kashmir and Gujarat underscores the imminent threat posed
by these terrorist organizations operating from Afghanistan. The
presence and activities of these terrorist groups in Afghanistan
pose a grave threat to India's security and interests. These organ-
izations, including the Taliban, Al-Qaeda, and TTP, have histori-
cally maintained close ties with extremist elements in Pakistan.
Afghan territory has been exploited as a safe haven for planning,
training, and launching attacks. The dissemination of extremist
ideologies through online platforms further exacerbates the radi-
calization of vulnerable individuals, inciting them to carry out
acts of terrorism within India. Additionally, Afghanistan's status
as a major producer of illicit drugs, particularly opium and heroin,
adds another layer of concern. Terrorist organizations often en-
gage in drug trafficking to fund their operations, with the conse-
quences of this illicit trade already being felt in India, contribut-
ing to drug abuse, addiction, and associated social problems. The
repercussions of terrorist attacks, refugee influxes, and the
spread of extremist ideologies extend beyond national borders,
leading to regional tensions and security challenges. In light of
these factors, it is imperative for India to closely monitor and ad-
dress the threat posed by these terrorist organizations.
Cooperation with international partners, intelligence sharing, ro-
bust border management, and effective counter-terrorism meas-
ures are essential to mitigate this menace and uphold regional
security. Jammu and Kashmir, as a historically targeted region,
must remain extra vigilant. The involvement of Kashmiri youth in
the ISIL-Khorasan module serves as a stark reminder of the ongo-
ing challenges. Strengthening intelligence capabilities becomes
paramount in the face of these evolving threats. Furthermore, it is
crucial to closely scrutinize the actions and policies of the Taliban
Government and assess their impact on regional and global secu-
rity. The international community must actively engage in moni-
toring and influencing the trajectory of Afghanistan to ensure sta-
bility and prevent the resurgence of terrorist networks. As terror-
ism continues to pose a significant threat, collective efforts and a
comprehensive approach are necessary to safeguard peace, sta-
bility, and the well-being of nations in the region. Only through
steadfast cooperation, intelligence-driven strategies, and res-
olute action can we effectively counter the growing terrorism
menace emanating from Afghanistan and protect the shared in-
terests of all nations involved.

T he monsoon's progress over east India has been hindered by
a prolonged heat wave and the absence of any significant

weather systems over the Bay of Bengal. However, meteorolo-
gists now foresee a glimmer of hope in the form of the remnant of
cyclone Biparjoy. This residual weather phenomenon is expected
to bring much-needed rain to parts of Uttar Pradesh and Madhya
Pradesh, while also assisting in the advancement of the monsoon.
According to experts, Biparjoy's remnants are projected to move
in a north-eastward direction, resulting in rainfall across central
and east Uttar Pradesh as well as Madhya Pradesh. While moni-
toring the situation, Mrutyunjay Mohapatara, Director General of
the Indian Meteorological Department (IMD), highlighted that ad-
ditional factors such as an increase in cross-equatorial flow over
the Arabian Sea and the Bay of Bengal could also contribute to the
monsoon's advancement alongside the cyclone remnants.
Favorable conditions for the monsoon's progress over east India
and other parts of the southern region are expected from June 18
to June 21, as stated by IMD's Director General. Mahesh Palawat,
the vice president of meteorology and climate change at Skymet
Weather, further elaborated that after delivering heavy rainfall in
Rajasthan, the system would pull the monsoonal winds, facilitat-
ing the monsoon's advancement over central and east India start-
ing from June 20. While some meteorologists attribute the de-
layed and relatively mild onset of the monsoon over Kerala to the
presence of the cyclone, the IMD holds a different perspective.
Regardless, the monsoon has already covered several regions, in-
cluding the northeast, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, parts of Andhra
Pradesh, Karnataka, Bihar, and West Bengal. It is worth noting
that a delayed monsoon onset over Kerala does not necessarily in-
dicate a delay in the monsoon's arrival over northwest India.
Scientists have observed that even during El Niño years, which
typically result in weaker monsoon winds and drier conditions in
India, the impact on the total rainfall during the season is not sig-
nificant. As the monsoon season progresses, normal rainfall be-
comes crucial for India's agricultural landscape. Approximately 52
percent of the country's cultivated area depends on the monsoon,
which is essential for food production, water reservoir replenish-
ment, and power generation. The IMD predicts normal to below-
normal rainfall in northwest India, while the east and northeast,
central, and south peninsula regions are expected to receive rain-
fall within 94-106 percent of the long-period average. Maintaining
normal rainfall levels is vital for India's food security and econom-
ic stability, as rainfed agriculture alone contributes about 40 per-
cent of the country's total food production. While challenges per-
sist, the remnants of Biparjoy offer hope for the advancement of
the monsoon and relief for east India, where anticipation for rain
has been building amidst the scorching heat.

Rising Terror Threat

Monsoon Relief
Biparjoy’s Remnant Signals Hope for East India

UN Report Highlights Afghanistan’s
Troubling Landscape
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BRIEF

Irdai 
New Delhi: Insurance
regulator Irdai has
asked insurers to set-
tle claims in the states
affected by cyclone
Biparjoy in an expedi-
tious manner. In a cir-
cular to CEOs of all
general insurance
companies, and stand-
alone health insur-
ance companies, the
Insurance Regulatory
and Development
Authority of India
(Irdai) said it needs to
be ensured that all
claims are surveyed
immediately and
claim payments/on ac-
count payments are
disbursed at the earli-
est and in any case not
exceeding the stipulat-
ed timeline.

Marico
Kolkata: FMCG
major Marico Ltd
aims at increasing its
share in the value-
added hair oil market
over the next two to
three years with new
region-specific launch-
es, a senior company
official said on Friday.
Currently, the compa-
ny enjoys a share of
about 25 per cent in
the Rs 8,000-crore
value-added hair oil
market. In terms of
volume, it holds a mar-
ket share of over 30-35
per cent. The FMCG
company is planning
to achieve growth
through the introduc-
tion of new products
and expanding its dis-
tribution network, the
official said.

Taneira 
Hyderabad: Taneira,
the ethnic-wear brand
from the esteemed
TATA group, expands
its presence in
Hyderabad with the
opening of its fourth
store. Known for its
rich textile heritage
and a favored destina-
tion for saree aficiona-
dos, the city has em-
braced the arrival of
Taneira, solidifying
its position as a
prominent player in
its growing fashion
scene. Spanning an
impressive 4000 sq. ft.
and across 3 floors, the
new store situated
next to Hyderabad
Central in Punjagutta,
was inaugurated in
the presence of Mr

CDPQ 
New Delhi: CDPQ
on Friday divested a
0.89 per cent stake in
Piramal Pharma Ltd
for Rs 100 crore
through an open
market transaction.
Caisse De Depot Et
Placement Du
Quebec (CDPQ) is a
global investment
group. According to
the bulk deal data
available with the
National Stock
Exchange (NSE),
CDPQ offloaded a
total of 1,05,70,466
shares, amounting
to a 0.89 per cent
stake in Piramal
Pharma. The shares
were sold at an aver-
age price of Rs 94.48
apiece, taking the
transaction size to
Rs 99.86 crore.

Axis Bank 
Mumbai: Axis Bank
on Friday said it has
appointed former
Reserve Bank
deputy governor NS
Vishwanathan as the
non-executive chair-
man. The third
largest private sec-
tor bank's board of
directors approved
the appointment of
Vishwanathan as an
independent direc-
tor and non-execu-
tive (part-time)
chairman for three
years, as per an offi-
cial statement.

London, Jun 17 (PTI):

Free trade agreements
(FTAs) need to ensure they
provide a level playing
field and the India-UK
FTA, which recently com-
pleted its 10th round of ne-
gotiations, has to be a win-
win scenario for both
sides, the head of India's
leading business cham-
bers has said.

Subhrakant Panda,
President of the
Federation of Indian
Chambers of Commerce
and Industry (FICCI), was
in the UK this week for the
FICCI Forum of
Parliamentarians, a bipar-
tisan initiative for political
outreach.

The delegation from
India was briefed on areas
of interest in the bilateral
relationship over a series
of discussions with busi-
nesses and parliamentari-

ans.
"As far as Indian busi-

nesses are concerned, we
are competitive, confident
and looking to engage
with the world," said
Panda. "I think what FTAs
need to ensure is that they
provide a level playing
field and are rules-based.
It's all about give and take.
Clearly, both governments
are engaged in intense dis-
cussions and 10 rounds

have been completed, so I
would look at it from the
point of view that both
governments have to find
common ground because
like with any agreement it
has to be a win-win sce-
nario one which works for
both sides," he said.

India and the UK have
been negotiating an FTA
since January last year,
with a goal towards a com-
prehensive pact that is ex-

pected to significantly en-
hance the bilateral trading
relationship worth an esti-
mated GBP 34 billion in
2022."We hope that this is
something that will be
concluded and we have of-
fered whatever inputs we
had to provide as a
Chamber to the govern-
ment of India, or some of
our members have also in-
dividually provided feed-
back. So, based on that
we're comfortable that
common ground will be
found for an FTA which is
broad-based and works in
the interests of both coun-
tries," added Panda.

As the Managing
Director of Indian Metals
and Ferro Alloys Ltd
(IMFA), Panda said, one of
the priority areas he has
been focussed on relates to
critical minerals and for
India to develop a strategy
in this important field.

India-UK FTA has to be win-win for
both sides, says FICCI president

Chennai, June 17:

Indian Institute of
Technology Madras (IIT
Madras), renowned for its
excellence in education and
research, is inviting applica-
tions for its recently
launched first-ever off-cam-
pus BS Degree in Electronic
Systems program.With em-
phasis on electronics, em-
bedded programming, digi-
tal systems, and control en-
gineering, the program will
enable students to apply the
acquired engineering prin-
ciples and knowledge to im-
plement and improve sys-
tems and processes for ap-
plications. The last date to
apply for the program is
25th June 2023.

The program is the sec-
ond BS degree from IITM
and is aligned with the
country’s semiconductor

mission. Designed in consul-
tation with industry leaders,
students after completing
the program will have
strong fundamentals and in-
dustry-ready skills, ensur-
ing high employability. The
program incorporates in-
person labs at IIT Madras
ensuring hands-on practical
training that enhances stu-
dents' understanding of
electronic systems.

After completing the pro-
gram, students would have
gained industry-ready skills
so as to be employable
across different sectors in-
cluding automotive, semi-
conductor, and defence in-
dustries in various capaci-
ties such as electronic sys-
tem designer, embedded sys-
tem developer, electronic
hardware specialist, system
testing engineer, and elec-
tronics research engineer.

Emphasizing the signifi-
cance of the program and
growing demand across in-
dustries, Prof. V Kamakoti,
Director, IIT Madras, said,

"We are delighted to intro-
duce the newly launched BS
Degree in Electronic
Systems program at IIT
Madras. This groundbreak-
ing initiative, started in
March this year, revolution-
izes electronics education.
With our state-of-the-art labs
and a comprehensive cur-
riculum, we empower stu-
dents to shape the future of
automotive, semiconductor,
defence, and beyond. The ap-
plication deadline is ap-
proaching, and we warmly
welcome aspiring students
to join this remarkable pro-
gram."

Sharing details about the
program, Prof. Boby George,
a faculty member in the
Department of Electrical
Engineering, IIT Madras
and coordinator of the
newly launched program,
said, "With this program,
our aim is to equip learners
with a diverse set of oppor-
tunities, enabling them to
thrive in the ever-evolving
professional landscape.

IIT Madras invites applications for
BS degree in electronic systems
Empowering students
to shape the future of
electronics

New Delhi, June 17:

Soon after launching the
2023 Kodiaq, Skoda Auto
India announces addition-
al  allocation of the luxury
4x4 SUV for India, which
will enable quicker deliv-
ery timelines to cus-
tomers. The new Kodiaq
was first introduced in
2022. However, all cars allo-
cated for the year were
sold within a couple of
weeks. Appreciating the
growing demand, the com-
pany has further en-
hanced supplies for 2023 in
India, which is now Skoda
Auto’s third largest mar-
ket and the largest outside
Europe after Germany
and the Czech Republic.

The Skoda Kodiaq is
powered by the 2.0 TSI
EVO engine tweaked to
meet the new emissions
norms. The motor is now

4.2% more efficient than
earlier. The luxury 4x4
makes 140 kW (190 PS) and
320 Nm allowing accelera-
tion to 100 kph in just 7.8
seconds (claimed figure).
There is one more addi-
tion to the Škoda brands
array of Simply Clever
features – door-edge pro-
tectors. They automatical-
ly reveal themselves when
the doors open, protecting

the door edge from dents
and scratches. The rear
spoiler gets additional fin-
lets to aid airflow and im-
prove aerodynamics of
this luxury 4x4. Inside, the
rear passengers get a
lounge step to rest their
foot, and outer headrests
in the 2nd row, furthering
the luxury and comfort
quotient in this 4x4 for the
family.

The Kodiaq’s legacy
with technology that en-
hances driver engagement
and feel remains with the
Progressive Steering. It
flexes its forces depending
on driving conditions and
vehicle speed, making the
Kodiaq easy to manoeuvre
at slow speeds and offering
the driver better control at
higher speeds. In addition,
the first-in-segment
Dynamic Chassis Control
further adds to the
Kodiaq’s quiver of dynam-
ics. Apart from allowing
the driver to select be-
tween 6 different modes
such as Eco, Comfort,
Normal, Sports, Snow and
Individual driving modes,
DCC also enables the sus-
pension to be raised or
lowered by 15 mm and
hosts an off-road button
for enhanced all-terrain
abilities when needed.

Skoda Auto India enhances
supplies of flagship KodiaqBhopal, Jun 17: 

Business Network International
(BNI), the world’s largest referral
marketing organisation, is proud
to announce its momentous
achievement of surpassing
50,000 members in India. This
significant milestone comes
alongside BNI’s groundbreaking
initiative to empower small busi-
nesses in Tier 3 and 4 cities
nationwide. Dr Ivan Misner, BNI’s
Founder & Chief Visionary
Officer, visited India to com-
memorate these achievements.
Despite the challenges posed by
the global pandemic, BNI has
continued to thrive and drive
exceptional growth in India. With
50,830 members across 1080
chapters in 121 cities, BNI has
firmly established its presence in
the country. The power of BNI’s
referral-based network is evident
in the staggering 31,93,874 refer-
rals passed, contributing to an
impressive business volume of
30,516 Crores in the last 12
months. The average value of the
seat in BNI stands at an impres-
sive 65.54 Lakh per annum.

BNI unlocks potential
of small businesses

in India

New Delhi, Jun 17 (PTI):

The government is
working on a framework
to assess the logistics
cost in the country and is
expected to get a realistic
estimate by September, a
senior DPIIT official
said.

At present, the govern-
ment is going by certain
estimates, which suggest
that India's logistics cost
stands at about 13-14 per
cent of the country's
GDP (gross domestic
product).

Special Secretary in
the Department for
Promotion of Industry
and Internal Trade
(DPIIT) Sumita Dawra
said that the government
is coming out with its lo-
gistics cost framework.

The framework would
include elements of this

cost and how to measure
that. "So our framework
is being done with the
help of our technical
partner and it's almost
done. But then we have to
calculate and I think by
the month of September,
we will have realistic lo-
gistics costs in the coun-
try. We will define what
are the components and
we will have our own es-
timates," she said while
speaking at CII's conclave
on trade facilitation.

Logistics cost plays a
key role in facilitating
trade and enhancing the
competitiveness of
traders. The department
conducted a workshop in
March on the logistics
cost framework, and a
task force was set up to
formulate a framework
to determine the cost in
the country.

Govt likely to come out
with logistics cost estimate

by Sept: DPIIT Official

FASHION SHOW

Designer Chantal Levesque (C) and models walk the runway for Shan Cruise 2024 Fashion
Show during Paraiso Miami Swim Week at The Paraiso Tent in Miami Beach, Florida. 

Mumbai, Jun 17: 

Aditya Birla Sun Life
Mutual Fund (ABSLMF)
has launched "Har Ghar
SIP" initiative to empower
individuals to turn their
dream of creating long
term wealth into reality, no
matter how big or small
they may be. ABSLMF has
launched this program at
all its branches across
India. Elaborating on the
program, A
B a l a s u b r a m a n i a n ,
Managing Director & CEO,
Aditya Birla Sun Life AMC
Limited, said, “We at AB-
SLMF are committed to see-
ing that all households get
into the habit of investing
their hard-earned money
regularly into a product
that rewards them over a
long-term basis for their
discipline. With this objec-
tive in mind, we have
launched ‘Har Ghar SIP’

Program across India. In
the coming months, our
strong field distribution
team will reach out to cus-
tomers to educate them on
the benefit of SIP investing
over a longer duration for
wealth creation. It is our en-
deavor to turn every indi-
vidual’s dream of long-
term wealth creation into a
reality.” A recent CAMS re-
port suggests SIP in equity
schemes has been the pre-
ferred route to begin the in-
vesting journey for two
thirds of the new millenni-
als. Interestingly, a third of
new millennials have been
convinced about making a
lump-sum investment.

Despite several market
crashes, economic down-
turns and even a pandemic,
the Nifty 50 TR index has
generated 12.6 percent at
compounded annual
growth rate during the
above-mentioned time.

ABSLMF launches ‘HAR GHAR SIP’
initiative to empower individuals

Mumbai, Jun 17 (PTI):

The Reserve Bank has
imposed a penalty of Rs
20 lakh on Manappuram
Finance for non-compli-
ance with certain provi-
sions of the NBFC
norms.

This penalty on the
Thrissur-based gold loan
company, which by AUM
is the second largest
such pure-play lender, is
based on the deficiencies
in regulatory compli-
ance and is not intended
to pronounce upon the
validity of any transac-
tion or agreement en-
tered into by the compa-
ny with its customers,
the central bank said on
Friday.

The Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) conducted a
statutory inspection of

the company concerning
its financial position as
of March 2021, and an
examination of the risk
assessment report, in-
spection report, supervi-
sory letter, and all relat-
ed correspondence per-
taining to the same, had
revealed non-compli-
ance with the aforesaid
directions to the extent
it did not classify certain
gold loan accounts with
over-dues of more than
90 days as non-perform-
ing assets.

It also did not ensure
maintenance of the
mandated loan-to-value
ratio in certain accounts
during FY21.

Further, the regulator
said the penal action is
based on the unsatisfac-
tory response from the
company.

RBI imposes Rs 20 lakh penalty
on Manappuram Finance

New Delhi, Jun 17 (PTI):

Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman
asked tax officers to
strengthen the GST regis-
tration process further by
using technology during a
review meeting on fake
registration and billing.

Tax officers have identi-
fied 11,140 fake GST regis-
tration and initiated ac-
tion against fraudsters in
the ongoing two-month-
long special drive
launched on May 16.

"Smt @nsitharaman in-
structed that the GST reg-
istration process may be
further strengthened
using technology to curb
entry of such fake entities

in GST ecosystem. The FM
called for a nationwide
campaign to explain the
objectives of the special
drive to weed out fake enti-
ties," the office of the
Finance Minister said in a
tweet. During the review
meeting, which was also
attended by Revenue
Secretary Sanjay
Malhotra and CBIC

Chairman Vivek Johri,
Sitharaman was apprised
of the methods like identi-
ty theft of people being
adopted by fraudsters.

"Smt @nsitharaman
took note of the existing
measures being undertak-
en by the ministry like
OTP-based verification of
Aadhar and pilot of bio-
metric-based Aadhar au-
thentication at the time of
registration in high-risk
cases," the tweet added.

The Revenue Secretary
and CBIC Chairman ap-
prised the finance minis-
ter that AI/ML (Artificial
Intelligence/ Machine
Learning) tools are being
extensively used to identi-
fy possible fake networks.

FM asks tax officers to strengthen GST 
registration process further by using technology

Washington, Jun 17 (PTI):

India is one of the most
important markets for
Google and a source of in-
credible talent and innova-
tion that help create and em-
power the company's prod-
ucts globally, a top official at
the tech giant has said.

Karan Bhatia, Google's
global head of government
affairs and public policy,
told PTI on Friday that the
company is very excited
about India and its trajecto-
ry. "India is one of our most
important markets around
the world. It's really a second
home to us. We've been in
the country for almost two
decades now. We have thou-
sands of employees there. It

is both a source of incredi-
ble talent and innovation
that really help create and
empower Google products
around the world," he said.

It is also a dynamic mar-
ket where you see an explo-
sion in both internet usage
and in new small businesses
and startups, Bhatia said.

In the last nine years, he
said, India has been an in-
credible story that has seen
an explosion in the use of
the internet, particularly in
rural regions which are ex-
periencing the fastest
growth in penetration, and
growth in terms of digital-
first businesses. "We're see-
ing more unicorns, more
startups, more companies
that are thinking digitally

first. And then, you're see-
ing a government that really
understands the important
role of digitalisation, digital
policies," Bhatia said.

He said across the board,
there is an ecosystem that
exists in India that is driv-
ing forward the country's
presence in the global digi-
tal network. "Prime
Minister (Narendra) Modi
has had a digital-first mind-
set, from the outset. You can
see the way he has encour-
aged the government's adop-
tion of digital technology.
You look at something like
Aadhar. So, there certainly
is a significant component
that has been the result of
the government's leader-
ship," he said.

Indian talent, innovation create and
empower Google products globally

New Delhi, Jun 16 (PTI):
RBZ Jewellers has filed prelim-
inary papers with capital mar-
kets regulator Sebi to raise
funds through an initial public
offering (IPO).
The IPO is entirely a fresh
issue of 1 crore equity shares
with no offer for sale (OFS)
component, according to the
draft red herring prospectus
(DRHP). According to market
sources, the Ahmedabad-
based B2B and retail jewellery
firm would raise Rs100 crore
through the IPO.
Proceeds from the issue to the
tune of Rs 80.75 crore will be
utilized for funding the work-
ing capital requirements of the
company and for general cor-
porate purposes.

Ahmedabad-based
RBZ Jewellers files

IPO papers with Sebi



Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, June 17: A Mock
Drill for Disaster
Management was carried
out in SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant's Oxygen Plant-II on
June 13, 2023. The Mock
Drill Exercise on "Liquid-
Oxygen Leak Disaster"
was jointly conducted by
the cooperation of CISF,
Fire Brigade, Safety Engg
Deptt, MMP-1 and Civil
Defence. The objective of
the Mock Drill was to as-
certain the preparedness
and response of different
agencies during any such
emergency.

As part of the exercise,
information regarding a
sudden excessive leakage
of Liquid Oxygen, during
the Mechanical
Maintenance of 2000 T
Liquid Oxygen Tank-1 at
OP-II was reported when
two workers came out and
called for rescue, while
two others, namely KK
Dewangan and Pushkar
Verma were reported to be

trapped.
The incident was com-

municated to the Shift
Manager of OP-II who
rushed to the spot imme-
diately. Alarm was raised
and the electrical person-
nel present at site were
also alerted. Soon after the
emergency situation was
declared, Shift In-charge
Umesh Malayath Sr Mgr
(Operation), as Incident

Controller immediately
engaged himself and his
team to communicate the
nature of emergency to
Plant Control, CISF, Fire
Brigade, Safety Engg
Deptt, MMP-1, Civil
Defence and HOD & sen-
ior officers of OP-II simul-
taneously.

Senior officers of the
Plant including PC Bag
GM (OP-II) rushed to the

spot along with SK
Manikpuri AGM
(Operation), A Sarkar
DGM (Mech), NA Ansari
AGM (Elect) and MD Sahu
(DSO) took control.
Subsequently, AK Joshi
CGM (Utilities) also
rushed to the spot and
took on the role of Chief
incident controller.

Meanwhile, personnel
from several other agen-

cies including the Plant
Control, CISF, Fire
Brigade, Safety Engg
Deptt, MMP-1, Civil
Defence, also rushed to
the spot to assist in the en-
tire operation. Fire tender
was rushed from nearby
Fire Stations inside the
Plant along with the
Ambulance and took stock
of the situation and
swung into action. The

trapped workers were res-
cued and two rescued
workers were sent to
MMP-1 for necessary med-
ical treatment.

During the entire opera-
tion, various aspects of
disaster management
such as response time of
different agencies, coordi-
nation between the agen-
cies, movement of person-
nel and vehicles etc. were
studied. The objective of
the exercise was to ensure
that any such disaster is
handled in a planned man-
ner so as to execute rescue
operations properly and
also to avoid creating
panic among employees
by making them familiar
with the procedures to be
followed.

After the successful
completion of the mock
drill, a review meeting
was conducted by PC Bag,
GM (OP-II) to discuss the
observations & convey re-
gards to all agencies, who
participated in the 
exercise.

Paintings exhibition at Nehru
Art Gallery from Jun 19

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, June 17: Public
Relations Department of
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant is
organizing a three-day joint
exhibition of paintings
made by 13 artists, includ-
ing senior students of
Indira Kala Sangeet
Vishwavidyalaya (IKSVV),
Khairagarh along with
other young painters of the
state and other artists of the
country, at Nehru Art
Gallery, Indira Place (Civic
Center), Bhilai. The exhibi-
tion will be inaugurated by
AK Chakraborty, ED (MM)
on June 19, 2023 in the
evening. Various styles of
paintings with a beautiful
blend of landscape, portrait
and abstract art work in
fine colour combinations,
will be exhibited on this oc-

casion. The paintings in-
clude depictions such as
natural scenery, faces,
women-life, rural-life,
deities etc. The exhibition
will be coordinated by
Artist Rajendra Sungaria.
All the 13 artists whose art-
works will be featured dur-
ing the exhibition are alum-
ni of IKSVV, Khairagarh,
namely Gyanendra Kumar
Vishwakarma, Yashwant
Kumar, Sampreet Singh
Virdi, Jishesh Das, Satish
Kumar Sahu, Anoop
Anjeneya, Anshram Yadav,
Tarani Sahu, Sumitra
Verma, Pushpa Agarwal,
Vidya Soni, Nervir Sahu
and Meena Sharma. This
three-day painting exhibi-
tion will be open to the pub-
lic during June 19 to June
21, 2023 from 17:30 hrs to
20:30 hrs.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, June 17: SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant's depart-
ment of Sports, Cultural &
Civic Amenities (SCCA) is
organising a 5-day-long
Inter-Departmental Music
(Singing) Competition-2023
from June 20, 2023, to June
24, 2023, at Mahatma
Gandhi Kala Mandir, Civic
Center, Bhilai.

The competition, being
organized for BSP
Employees and their spous-
es, is held under three cate-
gories, Hindi Category
(Women & Men), Non-Hindi
Category (Women & Men)
and Duet Singing Category
respectively. The Non-Hindi
Category includes all songs
in other languages such as
Punjabi, Telugu, Tamil,
Bangla, Marathi,
Malayalam etc. It is manda-

tory to have at least 6 partic-
ipants in each category, in
order to hold the competi-
tion in that particular cate-
gory.

The winners of the Inter-
departmental music compe-
titions held in the previous
years can also take part in
the competition. The Duet
category is reserved exclu-
sively for husband-wife duo,
with either of the two being
a BSP-employee. The
arrangement of accompa-
nist musicians will be done
by the SCCA Department.

Registration of partici-
pants, Admit-card and
rules of the competition for
the Interdepartmental
Music (singing)
Competition-2023 can be ob-
tained from SCCA Office,
Handball Academy, Sector-
4 from June 05, 2023 to June
17, 2023.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, June 17:
"Enhancing Creativity &
Innovation" a 2-day special
programme for the cross-
section of Young
Executives of SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant was organized
from 16 to 17, June 2023 at
Bhilai Management
D e v e l o p m e n t
Centre(BMDC), Russian
Complex, Sector-7, Bhilai.
AK Chakraborty, ED (MM)
was the Chief Guest on
this occasion. Total of 28
young executives took part
in the programme.

Addressing the gather-
ing Chief Guest
Chakraborty congratulat-
ed the young executive par-
ticipants and spoke briefly

upon the importance of in-
novation for the success of
an organization.

The 2-day programme
was conducted by SPS

Jaggi, former Director
(P&A), Shipping
Corporation of India Ltd &
former ED (P&A) SAIL.

The programme consist-

ed of several highly engag-
ing group tasks, activities
for the participants. Short
films based on Creativity &
Innovation were also dis-
played on this occasion, in-
cluding short films on un-
derstanding Innovation &
creativity, identifying
Myths & Barriers & ways
to overcome them and
preparation of Action
plan.

The program was con-
ducted by Sanjeev Kumar
Shrivastava, GM (HRD).
Susant Kumar Palo, AGM
(HRD), SP Singh Program
Coordinator, Sarita
Sharma, Staff Assistant
along with the BMDC
staff contributed for or-
ganizing the programme
successfully.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, June 17: The Town
Services Department of
Bhilai Steel Plant vacated a
leased accommodation
(quarter) in compliance with
the Court Order dated May
23, 2023. After getting author-
ized by the Estate Officer, the
Enforcement Squad vacated
the Quarter No 1A, Street 40,
Sector 08, Bhilai Nagar, from
the possession of Parvati

Sahu w/o Chhagan Lal Sahu
and Chhagan Lal Sahu son
of Toran Lal Sahu. In com-
pliance with the order of the
Court, the enforcement sec-
tion team, accompanied by
police jawans from Bhilai
Nagar Kotwali (including
women police force),
Executive Magistrate
Gurudutt Panchbhai and
Naib Tehsildar Manoj
Rastogi got the quarter va-
cated on June 17. Later, the

vacated house was handed
over to Lachhiram Sahu son
of Pusauram Sahu in the
presence of Executive
Magistrate and Naib
Tehsildar and witnesses.
Enforcement team, Land
Department, Town Services,
Bhilai Steel Plant (SAIL) offi-
cers, employees, along with
private security guards (in-
cluding women guards) and
other employees were also
present.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, June 17:
Renovation work of Amrit
Sarovar, spread over an
area of 3.3 acres, has been
done in Gram Panchayat
Patharia of Dhamdha
block. This pond is about
25 years old and is known
by the name of Harvesting
Pond among the locals.

Renovation of the pond,
spread over 3.3 acres, has
been done at a cost of Rs 10
lakh under the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee
Scheme. After removing
filth from the pond, deep-
ening, banks construction,
inlet and outlet construc-
tion etc have been done
under the beautification
project.

At present, despite the
scorching heat, the pond is
filled with enough water.
The length of the pond is

130 meters and the water
storage capacity is 19500
cubic meters. Renovation
has increased the irriga-
tion area by 3.3 acres.

Apart from 336 laborers
per day, the Village
Development Committee
has also participated in
the construction of Amrit

Sarovar. The renovation
work of this 25-year-old
pond was unanimously in-
cluded in the proposal of
MGNREGA scheme.

Earlier the pond water
pond used to get dirty due
to lack of cleanliness. The
approval of Rs 10 lakh
under the MGNREGA

scheme infused a new en-
ergy in the villagers.
Along with water conser-
vation and promotion, this
pond is also helpful for the
livelihood activities of the
villagers. About 160
saplings of Neem, Peepal
and Banyan have been
planted around the pond

according to the guide-
lines of the Government of
India.

With the participation of
the Panchayat and Village
Development Committee,
160 tree guards have been
installed around the lake
for the protection of
plants. The concrete con-
struction in front of the
pond and the paintings
made the pond more at-
tractive.

The villagers stated that
this lake is the solution to
the water problem in the
village. Amrit Sarovar has
proved to be a means of
livelihood for the rural
people. Fisheries are being
done here by the women of
self-help groups.

The women of the group
have become self-reliant
by getting employment.
Nearby farmers including
Tularam, Kunjbihari,
Jagrakhan Sahu,
Janjeevan Sahu, Krishna
Sahu and Gagan Ram are
also getting direct benefits
from the pond.

Satta bookies nabbed 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, June 17: Nandini
Police took action against
the bookies of satta patti
and nabbed six of them
with Rs 21000 cash and
betting records. CSP
Prabhat Kumar (IPS) in-
formed that Laxminath
Banjare (47) son of
Vishwanath Banjare, a
resident of Girhola was
arrested with Rs 2200
cash; Ashok Banjare (48)
son of Ramayan Prasad a
resident of village Girhola
was arrested with Rs 2750
cash; Ramesh Kumar (47)
son of Akhla Ram a resi-
dent of Patharia was ar-
rested with Rs 5400;
Santram Adil (57) son of
Ramdayal a resident of
Nandini Khundini was ar-
rested with Rs 4800;
Rakesh Joshi (42) son of
Renu Joshi was nabbed

with Rs 3700 and Sunil
Kumar Sharma (41) son of
Narendra Sharma was ar-
rested with Rs 2600 cash

and betting records.
Action was taken against
them under the provisions
of Gambling Act.

Heavy vehicles fined for parking violation 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, June 17: Durg
Traffic Police took action

against the heavy vehicles
(goods carriers) for park-
ing violations in Power
House and Supela area. A

fine of Rs 12800 was recov-
ered from 16 goods carri-
ers under the provisions
of Motor Vehicle Act.

After taking action, the
cops advised the drivers
not to repeat such viola-
tions in future. Traffic

Police Durg is continuous-
ly taking action against
vehicles parked in no
parking zones.

On the instructions of
Superintendent of Police
(Durg) Shalabh Kumar
Sinha and under the leader-
ship of DSP (Traffic) Satish
Thakur and DSP Satanand
Vighyaraj, traffic zone
Akash Ganga in-charge
Inspector Anish Sarathi
and his team took action
against 16 goods vehicles
and collected a fine of Rs
12,800 on charges of park-
ing violation. These vehi-
cles were parked in the no-
parking zones beneath the
flyovers on the national
highways. The drivers were
advised not to park their ve-
hicles in no-parking zones
as it can cause traffic con-
gestion and increase the
possibilities of mishaps.
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Fruit trees planted
around the pond 

Amrit Sarovar eliminates summer water crisis in Patharia Leased house vacated 
on court’s order

Workshop ‘Enhancing Creativity
& Innovation’ organised at BMDC

Interdepartmental Music 
(singing) Competition from Jun 20

Mock Drill conducted at Oxygen Plant-II of BSPBeautification
of Arjun 

Rath area
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, June 17:
Nagar Nigam had pro-
posed beautification
of the iconic Arjun
Rath area in Civic
Centre few years back.

Accordingly, BSP
had given its No-
Objection-Certificate
(NOC) for it on
December 05, 2020, in-
dicating its consent
and full support for
the project. However,
as per rules NOC is
valid only for one year,
which expired on
December 04, 2021.

BSP has written a
letter to Nigam on
November 11, 2022 to
submit detailed infor-

mation, Architectural
Drawing, Civil
Working Drawing,
Electrical drawing
with details and other
drawings with dimen-
sions (which is a pro-
cedural/technical re-
quirement) so that
NOC may be renewed
by BSP.

Till date BSP has
not received the same,
hence letter of
Renewal of NOC
could not be issued by
BSP. Hence, it is inap-
propriate to state that
BSP is opposed to
Beautification of
Arjun Rath area on
BSP Land, stated a
press communique
from BSP PRO.
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Jakarta, Jun 17 (PTI):

Indian men's doubles
duo of Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy and Chirag
Shetty fought hard to ad-
vance to the final, but it
was curtains for HS
Prannoy in the men's sin-
gles semifinals of the
Indonesia Open World
Tour Super 1000 event
here on Saturday.

The Commonwealth
Games gold medalist duo
of Satwik and Chirag,
seeded seventh, overcame
a game deficit to beat un-
seeded Min Hyuk Kang
and Seung Jae Seo of
Korea 17-21 21-19 21-18 to
seal their maiden Super-
1000 final berth.

The win also extended
their overall head-to-head
record over Kang and Seo
to 3-2.

World No 6 Satwik and
Chirag will face the win-
ners Pramudya
Kusumawardana and
Yeremia Erich Yoche
Yacob Rambitan of
Indonesia and second
seeds Aaron Chia and
Wooi Yik Soh of Malaysia.

However, Prannoy failed
to rise to the occasion

against top seed Viktor
Axelsen of Denmark,
going down 15-21 15-21.

Prannoy played the
catch up game from the
onset. He showed sparks
in between riding on his

cross court smashes but
Axelsen's drop shots and
court coverage was good
enough to help him take
the lead.

The script unfolded in
the same manner in the

next game as Axelsen con-
tinued to maintain his up-
perhand and pocket the
game and match in identi-
cal manner.

It was Prannoy's sixth
loss against the Dane in
the international circuit
as against two wins.

The men's doubles
began on an even keel be-
fore the Korean pair
surged ahead to 6-3.

Once they conceded the
lead, Satwik and Chirag
were forced to play a catch-
up game.

The Indians used their
aggressive play to reduce
the margin to 15-19 and
then 17-20 before Kang and
Seo kept their composure
to pocket the first game,
courtesy an unforced
error.

The Indians looked
more purposeful after the
change of ends and took
an early 6-3 lead before rac-
ing to 11-4 with a flurry of
fast paced shots and body
smashes in the second
game.

Satwik and Chirag were
also helped by some bad
line calls and unforced er-
rors from the Koreans.

But Kang and Seo didn't

give up and clawed their
way back in the game to
reduce the gap to 18-15.

But the Indians man-
aged to hold on to their
nerves and played sensibly
to pocket the second game
and level the scores.

The decider went neck
and neck till the first five
points before Satwik and
Chirag pocketed seven
straight points to race to
12-5 lead.

The Koreans tried hard
to bounce back and at one
time levelled the scores at
16-16 but that is when
Satwik and Chirag
stepped it up and closed
out the game and the
match.

The BWF World Tour is
divided into six levels,
namely World Tour Finals,
four Super 1000, six Super
750, seven Super 500, and
11 Super 300 in order. One
other category of tourna-
ment, the BWF Tour Super
100 level, also offers rank-
ing points.

Each of these tourna-
ments offers different
ranking points and prize
money. The highest points
and prize pool is offered at
the Super 1000 level.

Indonesia Open

Satwik-Chirag enter final,
Prannoy exits in semis

India's Satwiksairaj Rankireddy, right, with Chirag Shetty celebrate
after defeating South Korea's Kang Min-hyuk and Seo Sung-jae 
during their men's doubles semifinal match at Indonesia Open 
badminton tournament at Istora Stadium in Jakarta, Indonesia.

Mirpur, Jun 17 (AP):

Bangladesh beat
Afghanistan by 546 runs
on Saturday to record its
biggest ever test victory in
terms of runs.

It's the third biggest vic-
tory in test cricket history
in terms of runs, and
Bangladesh appeared to do
it easily.

Fast bowler Taskin
Ahmed claimed career-
best figures of 4-37 as
Afghanistan was dis-
missed for 115 on Day 4
after being set a daunting
target of 662.

Najmul Hossain helped
the hosts set the tone for
the victory with hundreds
in each innings, becoming

the second Bangladesh
batter to achieve that mile-
stone. Bangladesh's
biggest previous win was
by 226 runs against
Zimbabwe in 2005. The
margin in Mirpur was
lower only than England's

675-run win over Australia
in 1928 and Australia's 562-
run win over England at
The Oval in 1934.

Bangladesh's pace at-
tack dominated at the
ground which has tended
to assist spin in the past.

As well as the wickets
tumbling, Afghanistan
had to deal with two bat-
ters being unable to con-
tinue their innings after
being hit by rising deliver-
ies including last batter
Zahir Khan.

"It was amazing to see
the way bowlers respond-
ed in this heat," Liton Das
said after picking up a vic-
tory on his captaincy
debut.

"Now we can say we
have a quality pace attack.
The spinners also bowled
well. It was a good team
game but credit to Najmul
Hossain, Zakir and
Mominul. Najmul got two
centuries which was not
easy in this heat."

Bangladesh trounces Afghanistan by 546 runs
Lagos, Jun 17 (PTI):

Indian paddler Harmeet Desai
continued his giant-killing
spree at the WTT Contender by
entering the semifinals, beat-
ing China's world No. 26 Peng
Xiang 3-1, here on Saturday.
Desai won 11-7, 5-11, 11-7, 11-
1 after having stunned top
seeded Korean Jang Woojin in
the pre-quarterfinals on Friday.
The No. 134 ranked Indian
proved that his win over the
Korean was no fluke when he
took on the 20-year-old
Chinese and a distinct
favourite to win the tie against
the Indian. The 29-year-old
Indian had the measure of the
youngster and won the first
game easily. Known for his

attacking prowess, the Chinese
fought back well in the second
in which the Indian paddler
made several unforced errors.
But soon, Harmeet hit the
groove to go 2-1 up. In the
fourth game, the Indian gave a
few lessons in service and
attack to the young Chinese
and made him look like a mere
spectator to emerge on top.

Birmingham, Jun 17 (AP):

England seamer Stuart
Broad dismissed top-
ranked test batter Marnus
Labuschagne for a golden
duck on Saturday after
David Warner had self-de-
structed as England re-
duced Australia to 78-3 at
lunch on the second day of
the Ashes opener.

The hosts took advan-
tage of more bowler-
friendly conditions to
leave Australia still trail-
ing by 315 runs.

England captain Ben
Stokes claimed another
key dismissal, trapping

second-ranked Steve
Smith leg before wicket
just when Australia
seemed to be recovering.

Australia went to lunch
with a run-rate that was
half that of England's in
its 393-8 declared late on
the first day. Opener
Usman Khawaja hit a solid
40 not out and third-
ranked Travis Head, who
has a lot of work to do for
his team, is 8 not out.

Broad took 2-17 and
Stokes 1-6 from his three
overs. Australia had re-
sumed on 14-0 in overcast
conditions after a spot of
rain. There was a moder-

ate breeze as the English
and Australian flags flut-
tered next to the slow-mov-
ing scoreboard.

England started with
three maiden overs, two
bowled by Broad and one
by James Anderson. The
slow start to the second
day may have contributed
to Warner's impatience.

The breeze died down,
the sun came out and
Smith who scored 144 and
142 at Edgbaston in the
2019 Ashes series started
to look settled, sharing a
38-run partnership with
Khawaja. And then Stokes
struck.

Karachi, Jun 17 (PTI):

Star pacer Shaheen
Afridi was on Saturday
named in Pakistan's
squad for the Test series
in Sri Lanka next month
while Muhammad
Huraira and Aamir Jamal
received maiden call-ups
in the longer version.

The Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) also an-
nounced that former
pacer Morne Morkel has
been appointed as the
bowling coach. The ex-
South African quick has
signed a six-month con-
tract.

The 16-member squad,
led by Babar Azam, will
play two Tests in Sri
Lanka, which will kickoff

Pakistan's campaign in
the third ICC World Test
Championship cycle.

The good news for
Pakistan was the return of
tall left-arm pacer and
lynchpin of the bowling
attack, Afridi who has not
played any Test cricket
since July last year due to
a knee injury.

England on top as Broad,
Stokes take key wickets

England's captain Ben Stokes (centre right) celebrates with teammates after England's Moeen Ali
takes the wicket of Australia's Travis Head.

Shaheen returns to Test squadWTT Contender: Harmeet enters
semifinals beating world No. 26 Peng

Faro (Portugal), Jun 17 (AP):

Strikers Olivier Giroud
and Kylian Mbappe were
on target as France won
at Gibraltar 3-0 to main-
tain its perfect start to
European Championship
qualifying.

Giroud headed home
after just three minutes
from right winger
Kingsley Coman's cross to
notch a record-extending
54th goal for World Cup
runner-up France.

After forward Antoine
Griezmann went close
with a low shot, Mbappe

slotted in a penalty in
first-half injury time to
make it 2-0 at the 30,000-ca-
pacity Est dio Algarve in
Faro, and reach 39 goals
for Les Bleus.

It put Mbappe just two
behind fellow great
Michel Platini, who is
fourth on France's all-
time scoring list.

A second-half own goal
from Gibraltar made it 3-
0. France hosts Greece,
running second in Group
B, at Stade de France on
Monday.

Greece beat Ireland 2-1
at home on Friday.

Giroud and Mbappe score as
France beats Gibraltar 3-0

New Delhi, Jun 17 (PTI):

Men's hockey team cap-
tain Harmanpreet Singh on
Saturday admitted India
will have to focus on con-
ceding fewer goals from the
touchline and create more
scoring opportunities in the
striking circle if they are to
be ready for the upcoming
challenges, including the
Asian Games.

India returned home
from their recent European
outing with a mixed bag of
results in the FIH Pro
League, with the team win-
ning four of the eight
matches it played over two
weeks. India lost 1-2 and
won 5-1 against Belgium,
while they lost 2-4 and won
4-4 (4-2) in the shootout

against Great Britain. In
the double-header against
Argentina, India won 3-0
and 2-1, while the team lost
1-4 and 2-3 to the
Netherlands.

"There were a number of
takeaways from the match-
es in Europe. We conceded
goals from the touchline
and that needs to be fixed.
There is also work to be
done on converting the
chances we create in the 'D'.

Need to create more scoring
opportunities: Harmanpreet

New Delhi, Jun 17 (PTI):

World No 1 javelin
thrower Neeraj Chopra,
who is recovering from a
muscle strain, is likely to
return to action for the
sixth stage of the Wanda
Diamond League in
Lausanne on June 30.

There has been no offi-
cial confirmation from
the reigning Olympic
champion as yet, but the
official website of the
competition said the
Indian will be seen in ac-
tion in the month-end
meet. "In the javelin, the
Indian Olympic champion
Neeraj Chopra will be
challenged by the Czech
Jakub Vadlejch and
German Julian Weber,"
the website has stated.

Chopra had announced
on Twitter last month
that he had sustained a
muscle strain during his
training and, as a precau-
tionary measure, he had
pulled out of the FBK
Games in the Netherlands
(June 4) and the Paavo
Nurmi meet in Finland
(June 13).

Chopra to compete in Lausanne
leg of Diamond League: Organisers
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Bhuj, Jun 17 (PTI): 

Shops and business es-
tablishments in Gujarat’s
Kutch district opened
shutters on Saturday in
signs of return to normal-
cy as authorities stepped
up efforts to restore elec-
tricity in several towns
and hundreds of villages
battered by Cyclone
Biparjoy.

The weather system,
which hit the landmass
near Jakhau port as a
very severe cyclonic
storm on Thursday
evening, turned into a
deep depression and will
further lose steam to be-
come a depression, the
India Meteorological
Department said in its lat-
est update.

However, heavy to very
heavy rains will likely
continue in many north-
ern districts of the state,
it said. Home Minister
Amit Shah will visit the

cyclone-affected areas of
Jakhau and Mandvi and
hold a review in Bhuj
with those managing re-
lief and rescue opera-
tions, said officials. It is
not raining in Kutch and
the wind speed has also
significantly reduced
after the cyclone passed
through the area, they
said. While the adminis-

tration has cleared up-
rooted trees from most of
the roads, it is working to
restore electricity in
towns like Bhuj and
Mandvi and many vil-
lages, they said. To restore
electricity, 1,127 teams are
working in the districts of
Kutch, Devbhumi
Dwarka, Jamnagar,
Morbi, Junagadh, Gir

Somnath, Rajkot and
Porbandar, the state gov-
ernment said in a release
on Friday, adding that the
forest department teams
removed 581 fallen trees
from the roads.

Shops and business es-
tablishments opened in
Kutch district on
Saturday morning as life
limped back to normalcy.
The anticipated landfall of
Biparjoy had prompted
the government to shift
more than 1 lakh people
living in vulnerable areas
of the state. “Deep
Depression (Remnant of
Cyclonic Storm Biparjoy)
at 0830 hours IST of
today,17th June over
Southwest Rajasthan ad-
joining Gujarat and
Southeast Pakistan about
80 km south of Barmer
and 210 km southwest of
Jodhpur. To weaken into a
Depression during the
next 06 hours,” the IMD
tweeted.

BIPARJOY AFTERMATH

Kutch limping back to normalcy;
most roads cleared

Damaged temporary structures at a beach, in the 
aftermath of Cyclone Biparjoy, in Mandvi, Saturday. 

FELICITATION CEREMONY

Maharashtra Dy CM Devendra Fadnavis at a citizen felicitation ceremony to welcome Acharya Mahashrama, in
Mumbai, Saturday.

Thiruvananthapuram,
Jun 17 (PTI): The Kerala
government is taking
steps to develop a self-re-
liant and sustainable
waste management sys-
tem to achieve the goal of
a garbage-free state by
next year, Minister for
Local Self Government M
B Rajesh has said.

Inaugurating a two-day
workshop held here on
Friday as part of the sec-
ond phase of the ‘Malinya
Muktham Nava Keralam’
campaign here, the minis-
ter said it should be en-
sured that this phase of
the campaign reached all
sections of people.

“The aim of this work-
shop is to plan the second
phase of the campaign
meticulously through two
days of extensive deliber-
ations...The state is mak-
ing all out efforts for de-
veloping a self-reliant and
sustainable waste man-

agement system by ramp-
ing up the campaign
launched as part of
‘Malinya Muktham Nava
Keralam’ project to
achieve the goal of
garbage-free Kerala by
next year,” the minister
said in a release.

Although the project is
yet to achieve all the goals
it set, the activities of the
first phase have brought
in a visible change all
through the State within a
short span of time, he
added. The infrastructure
for collection, sorting and
movement of non-organic
waste scientifically needs
to be stepped up in each
local body area and it
should be ensured
through close monitoring
that the agencies entrust-
ed with recycling and dis-
posal carry out their tasks
properly. “Though there
has been a massive im-
provement in waste col-

lection, we are yet to go a
long way in fully meeting
the challenge of waste
segregation. Haritha
Karma Sena (HKS)
should be given thorough
training in this regard,”
Rajesh said.

During the first phase
of the campaign,
doorstep waste collection

has been increased to 80
per cent, whereas the aim
is to achieve 100 per cent,
he said and added that
steps should be taken to
improve user fee collec-
tion.

Activities related to the
second phase of the cam-
paign including training
programmes, formula-
tion of plans for state and
district level pro-
grammes, LSG documen-
tation etc. will be held on
the second day of the
workshop.

Principal Director of
the Local Self
Government Department
(LSGD), M G
Rajamanickam, who
presided over the func-
tion, said each individual
has to work towards
bringing a change on the
issue of waste disposal
which should further re-
flect on the society.
Planning Board Member,

Jiju P Alex, KSWMP
Project Director,
Mohammed Y Safirulla,
KSWMP Deputy Project
Director, U V Jose,
Suchitwa Mission
Executive Director, K T
Balabhaskaran, Kerala
Institute of Local
Administration (KILA)
Director General, Joy
Elamon, and Clean
Kerala Company
Managing Director, G K
Suresh Kumar, were also
present. District Joint
Directors of LSGD,
District Coordinators of
Nava Keralam, Suchitwa
Mission, Program
Officers, Clean Kerala
Company, Kudumbashree
Mission, KILA
Facilitators, RGSA
Coordinators, RPs of
KILA and Social and
Communication Experts,
KSWMP are the other
participants of the two-
day workshop.

‘Kerala to build self-reliant, sustainable waste management system’

M B Rajesh

Bareilly (UP), Jun 17 (PTI): 

Barelvi cleric and head
of Ittehad-e-Millat Council
(IMC) Maulana Tauqir
Raza has said a protest will
be launched in
Uttarakhand if the state
government fails to take ac-
tion against those allegedly
harassing Muslims living
in Purola for generations.

Communal tension has
been brewing in Purola and
some other towns of
Uttarkashi district of
Uttarakhand after two
men, one of them Muslim,
allegedly tried to abduct a
Hindu girl on May 26.

The alleged bid to abduct
the girl was foiled by locals.
But after that incident,
threatening posters ap-

peared on the shutters of
shops owned by members
of the minority community
in Purola asking them to
leave the town immediately.

Speaking to the media at
his residence here on
Friday evening, the cleric
said, “We do not wear ban-
gles. We should not be
forced to react.

If the Uttarakhand gov-
ernment fails to take any
action, we will go there
and gherao the govern-
ment.”

Uttarakhand Waqf
Board chairman Shadab
Shams, Laksar MLA
Mohammad Shahzad and
Haj Committee president
Khatib Ahmad, among oth-
ers, met Chief Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami at
his official residence on
Monday and claimed that
Muslims living in Purola
for generations were being
“harassed” by anti-social
elements and forced to mi-
grate from the town.

At least 42 shops belong-
ing to Muslims have re-
portedly been closed in
Purola since May 26.

BARELVI CLERIC ON PUROLA INCIDENTS

‘If U’khand govt fails to take
action we will protest’

Maulana Tauqir Raza

New Delhi, Jun 17 (PTI): 

Investments in securi-
ties worth Rs 30.60 crore
have been seized in con-
nection with an alleged
foreign exchange violation
case against Vikram
Swarup and Gaurav
Swarup whose name fig-
ured in global financial
data leaks called ‘Pandora
Papers’, the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) said on
Saturday. The Pandora

leaks stated the Indian
businessmen brothers
were “beneficial owners”
in a company, Epsilon
Enterprises Ltd, incorpo-
rated in British Virgin
Islands, the agency said in
a statement.

The ‘Pandora Papers’
global leaks surfaced in
2021 after the International
Consortium of
Investigative Journalists
(ICIJ) came out with 2.94
terabyte of data trove that
exposed the offshore se-
crets of wealthy elites from
more than 200 countries
and territories including

India.
The investigation was

stated to be based on a leak
of confidential records of
14 offshore service
providers that give profes-
sional services to wealthy
individuals and corpora-
tions seeking to incorpo-
rate shell companies,
trusts, foundations and
other entities in low or no-
tax jurisdictions.

“Vikram Swarup and
Gaurav Swarup were the
beneficiaries in bank ac-
counts of Epsilon
Enterprises Ltd. main-
tained with Standard

Chartered Bank, Jersey
and the Bank J. Safra
Sarasin, Switzerland.”

“Investigation found that
the Swarup brothers were
holding assets in the form
of foreign exchange in
these accounts in contra-
vention of Section 4 of the
Foreign Exchange
Management Act, 1999,”
the ED said.

Assets totalling Rs 30.60
crore in the form of invest-
ments in securities were
identified and seized under
section 37A of FEMA and
further investigation is
under progress, it said.

PANDORA PAPERS

ED seizes Rs 30.60 cr investments
In case against 
businessmen brothers New Delhi, Jun 17 (PTI): 

Documents related to
sale and purchase of
properties, Rs 17.80 lakh
worth cash and some
other material were
seized after fresh raids
this week against some
“renowned” builders, CAs
and others linked to slain
gangster-politician Atiq
Ahmad, the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) said on
Saturday.

The searches were car-
ried out on June 14-15 at

10 premises in Prayagraj,
Lucknow and Delhi, the
agency said in a state-
ment. Various aides and
associates of late Atiq
Ahmad including
“renowned” builders and
chartered accountants
were covered during the
action which led to the
seizure of Rs 17.80 lakh
cash, documents related
to sale and purchase of
properties, financial docu-
ments of companies,
bank statements, mobile
phones and laptops, it
said. Physical and foren-
sic analysis of seized evi-
dences are ongoing, the
agency said.

The money laundering
case against Ahmad and
his aides stems from a
CBI FIR filed on the direc-
tions of the Supreme
Court to probe allegations
of kidnapping, extortion
and assault against the
mafia-turned-politician
and his men.

“Atiq Ahmad was a his-
tory-sheeter and ran a
mafia gang that is in-
volved in various crimes
of serious nature from a
long time. Around 100
FIRs of crimes related to
murder, extortion, land
grabbing etc. were lodged
against him in various po-
lice stations.

ED seizes cash, property documents after raids 

Mumbai, Jun 17:

The late Srichand. P.
Hinduja, revered patriarch
of the Hinduja Family and
the late Chairman of the
Hinduja Group, was hon-
oured with profound trib-
utes during a prayer meet-
ing held in Mumbai.
Political Dignitaries cut-
ting across political lines,
Industry Captains, well-
wishers, Foreign Counsals,
and Spiritual leaders paid
their respects, highlighting
S. P. Hinduja's dedication to
philanthropy and his un-
wavering adherence to
principals and values of
the Group during his
Chairmanship of the 108-
year-old conglomerate.
Over 2500 guests attended
the commemorative event
from all walks of life.

Gopichand Hinduja,
Chairman of the Hinduja
Group, remembered his
dearest brother Srichand

as a friend, guide and guru
to the family and friends.
“For us brothers, he was
the Centre of our Universe
and showed us the way to
living in peace and harmo-
ny with one another and
according to our family’s
principles and values. For
me personally, his passing
has left a total void in my
heart. He was my child-
hood mentor and under
his guidance I grew up.
From a young age, we were

completely inseparable.
We did everything togeth-
er. People always com-
pared us to Ram &
Laxman. Prakash was
Bharat and Ashok was
Shatrughna…. Srichand
worked tirelessly to im-
prove relations between
the mother country and
host countries and was per-
haps India’s greatest
Ambassador working be-
hind the scenes, away from
the limelight. His role

along with we brothers
was to strengthen and im-
prove India’s image global-
ly. Dearest SP, we assure
you that our Parivar will
continue its journey ahead
from generation to genera-
tion and follow the values
and principles you had in-
herited from Dada and
Amma and passed on to us
for our future unity and
welfare,” said GP Hinduja.

Nitin Gadkari, Union
Minister for Road
Transport and Highways,
in his video message from
Delhi, stated “Srichand
Hinduja was not just a
wealth creator but an em-
ployment generator…cre-
ating 200,000 jobs across 48
countries. The Indian
Government has enjoyed a
very good relationship
with this Group. During
Prime Minister Narasimha
Rao’s tenure, the Group ex-
tended special assistance
to the country”.

Mumbai extends homage to late Hinduja

New Delhi, Jun 17 (PTI): 

The Centre is in the
process of geo-tagging
institutions for people
with disabilities under
the PM Gati Shakti proj-
ect to improve accessi-
bility, a senior official
said on Saturday. The
Department of
Disabilities is collabo-
rating with
B h a s k a r a c h a r y a
Institute for Space
Applications & Geo-
informatics (BISAG-
N) for geo-tagging all
the institutes for peo-
ple with disabilities,
Joint Secretary in the
Disabilities Affairs
Department Rajeev
Yadav said.

He said the process
is aimed at bringing
all such institutes on

a single portal to stay
updated about their
ongoing projects.
“Under PM Gati
Shakti, social infra of
national institutes, re-
gional centres and AL-
IMCO centres would
also be brought on
board so that people
have an idea about
them.

Centre geo-tagging institutions for people with disabilities

Project to be completed
by June-end

Against Atiq
Ahmad’s aides


