
Rescue
CChhaannddrraappuurr:: The police on
Tuesday rescued a four-
day-old baby just hours
after she was kidnapped
from the Government
Medical College and
Hospital (GMCH) in
Maharashtra's Chandrapur
city, an official said. The
infant was rescued and
the accused woman was
arrested from Hinganghat
in neighbouring Wardha
district, he said.

Review
SSrriinnaaggaarr:: Ahead of the
Amarnath Yatra, Jammu
and Kashmir Director
General of Police (DGP)
Dilbag Singh chaired a
high-level security review
meeting at the police
headquarters here on
Tuesday. "The DGP took a
comprehensive review of
the security arrange-
ments being placed for
the yatra," a police
spokesperson said. 

Mishap
AAhhmmeeddaabbaadd:: A man died
and five others were
injured after a balcony of
a dilapidated house on
the route of the annual
Lord Jagannath Rath Yatra
procession collapsed in
Dariapur locality here on
Tuesday afternoon, police
said. Some of the injured
were standing on the sec-
ond-storey balcony
watching the chariot pro-
cession while some were
standing underneath, said
inspector J S Chaudhary
of Dariapur police station.
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BRIEF

People perform yoga, on the eve
of the International Day of Yoga,
at a park in Jalandhar, Tuesday.
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Puri, Jun 20: 

Amidst sweltering heat,
a sea of devotees on June
20 surged in the coastal
town of Puri to witness
grand spectacle of Rath
Yatra — an annual event
in which three deities
Lord Balabhadra, Lord
Jagannath and Devi
Subhadra are taken out in
their respective chariots
from 12th century Shree
Jagannath Temple.

As expected lakhs of
people had travelled to the
town using different mode
of transportation and oc-
cupied every conceivable
position to have glimpse
of the three deities on
their chariots, which is
considered auspicious.

Though by 11 a.m., the
daytime temperature had
already soared past 35 de-
gree Celsius and humidi-
ty was measured at 69%,
people jostled for space on
the three-kilometre long
road known as Grand
Road — the venue of Rath

Yatra. In the run up Car
Festival of three deities,
lakhs of devotees had
turned up to have drashan
of deities in ‘Naba
Jouban’ attire on Monday.

Lord Jagannath is seen
along with devotees on the
occasion of Rath Yatra
festival at Puri

Lord Jagannath is seen
along with devotees on the
occasion of Rath Yatra fes-
tival at Puri | Photo Credit:

Biswaranjan Rout
The day started with

Sevayats (traditional
priests of Shree
Jagannath Temple) per-
forming a series of intri-
cate rituals inside the tem-
ple. Servitors brought
huge idols by swaying
them rhythmically as part
of the ritual called ‘pahan-
di’. Devotees were seen
standing still with folded
hand and some prostrat-

ing as mark of devotion
for deities. Many were
dancing in ecstasy.

It was followed by cus-
tomary ceremony known
as ‘Chhera Panhara’ which
was performed by Puri’s
titular King Divyasingha
Dev. After offering prayers,
Dev cleaned wooden plat-
form of three chariots
with golden broom and
sprinkled fragrant water
on the surface.

New Delhi, Jun 20: 

Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya on
Tuesday chaired a high-level
to review the country's pre-
paredness as several states
continue to reel under in-
tense heatwave.

Mansukh Mandaviya said
a five-member team, com-
prising senior officials from
the Health Ministry, Indian
Meteorological Department
(IMD), will visit states
worst-affected by heatwave
conditions.

He said the Indian
Council of Medical
Research (ICMR) has also
been directed to suggest
steps to minimise the ad-

verse effect of heatwave.
"Arrangements will be
made at every level for the
protection of common life.
We want to ensure no one
dies of a heat stroke,"
Mandaviya said. He said a
virtual meeting will be held
with the health ministers of
the states where tempera-
tures are soaring. It was
also apprised that daily sur-
veillance on heat-related ill-
nesses under the National
Programme on Climate
Change and Human Health
(NPCCHH) has been en-
sured in all states and dis-
tricts through the
Integrated Health
Information Platform (IHIP)
and all the health facilities

have been asked to partici-
pate using the P-form level
login. The National Action
Plan on Heat Related
Illnesses, prepared by the
Union Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare
(MoHFW), was released in
July 2021. It outlines the
standard operating proce-
dures (SOP) for surveillance
of heatstroke cases and
deaths with a preparedness
plan before and during the
summer season.

It also provides a special
emphasis on Heat Related
Illnesses (HRI) in elderly, in-
fants and children, pregnant
women, outdoor and manu-
al workers, and other vul-
nerable sections.

New Delhi, Jun 20 (PTI): 

India deserves a much
higher, deeper and wider
profile and role at the glob-
al stage, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said on
Tuesday as he embarked
on a landmark state visit
to the US, asserting that
ties with Washington were
stronger than ever.

In an interview with
The Wall Street Journal
ahead of his first state
visit, Modi

also asserted that India
was not "supplanting any
country" and was aiming
at gaining its "rightful" po-
sition in the world.

His remarks came as a
response to WSJ's view
that India, which has in-
vested enormously in edu-

cation and infrastructure,
was poised to gain as
multinationals look to di-
versify manufacturing
and supply chains in an
era of geopolitical tension.

The Prime Minister also
talked about the India-
China relationship, saying

peace and tranquillity in
the border areas are essen-
tial for normal bilateral
ties.

"We have a core belief in
respecting sovereignty
and territorial integrity,
observing the rule of law
and peaceful resolution of

differences and disputes.
At the same time, India is
fully prepared and com-
mitted to protect its sover-
eignty and dignity," he told
the US newspaper. Modi,
who left for the US this
morning, said ties be-
tween New Delhi and
Washington are stronger
and deeper than ever.
There is an "unprecedent-
ed trust" between the lead-
ers of the US and India,
Modi said. Modi also
pointed out that he is the
first Prime Minister to be
born in free India.

"And that's why my
thought process, my con-
duct, what I say and do, is
inspired and influenced by
my country's attributes
and traditions. I derive my
strength from it," he said.

Bijapur, Jun 20:  

A 45-year-old man was alleged-
ly abducted and killed by
Naxalites on suspicion of being
a police informer in
Chhattisgarh's Bijapur district,
police said on Tuesday.
Dhurva Dharmaiyya, a resident
of Aaipenta village under Ilmidi
police station limits, was found
dead by some locals on a hill
on Monday, a senior police offi-
cial said.
A police team was sent to the
village after being alerted
about the death on Tuesday, he

said. As per preliminary infor-
mation, unidentified Naxalites
allegedly abducted Dharmaiyya
from his house in the village,
located more than 400 km
away from the capital, he said.
A pamphlet was recovered
from the scene, in which
Naxalites have claimed that the
victim was acting as a police
informer, the official said,
adding that Dharmaiyya's son
was also killed by Naxalites in
2020. Security forces have
launched a combing operation
in the region to trace the
accused, he said.

Bijapur, Jun 20: 

A policeman was
hacked to death by some
people in  Naxalite-hit
Bijapur district on
Tuesday, an official said.
While cops suspect the in-
volvement of Naxals, they
are looking into all possi-
ble angles, including per-
sonal enmity, the official
said. The crime was com-

mitted in the early hours
at Patakutru village under
Kutru police station limits
where victim assistant
constable Sanjay Kumar
Vedja had gone to meet his
relatives, a senior police
official said. Vedja, posted
at Bhadrakali police sta-
tion, was attached to the
police reserve centre in
Bijapur town. He was on
leave since June 11 and he
went to Patakutru on
Monday to visit his rela-
tives, the official said.

New Delhi, Jun 20 (PTI): 

Two persons, including a
woman member of the pro-
scribed CPI (Maoist), were
arrested in connection with
the 2019 attack on security
forces near the Tiriya vil-
lage in Chhattisgarh that
had left six Naxals and one
civilian dead, the National
Investigation Agency said
on Tuesday.

B Ch Padma alias
"Modem" alias "Lalita" -- a
woman member of the CPI
(Maoist) -- and courier
Dubasi Devender were
picked up on Sunday after
extensive investigations,
taking the number of ar-
rests in the case to four, the
federal agency said.

Padma was previously
active as a divisional com-

mittee member of the CPI
(Maoist) and was, until re-
cently, acting as a coordina-
tor between front organisa-
tions and the proscribed
outfit and spreading its ide-
ology. Devender, also closely
associated with CPI
(Maoist) cadres operating
in the core area, was acting
as a courier for the CPI
(Maoist), and was secretly
transporting their commu-
nications (both paper-based
and digital) and facilitating
their anti-national activi-
ties, the National
Investigation Agency (NIA)
said. It said investigations
had revealed that both the
arrested accused were
closely involved with the
top leadership of the CPI
(Maoist) in furthering their
anti-national activities.

New Delhi, Jun 20 (PTI): 

Asserting that India fol-
lows a zero-tolerance poli-
cy on spurious medicines,
Union Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya has
said 71 companies have
been issued show-cause
notices following concerns
raised in some quarters
about reported deaths due
to contaminated India-
made cough syrups and 18
of them have been asked
to shut shop.

In an exclusive inter-
view with PTI video, the
minister also said an ex-
tensive risk-based analysis
is done continuously to en-
sure the production of
quality medicines in the
country, and the govern-

ment and regulators are
always alert to ensure that
no one dies due to spuri-
ous medicines.

"We are the pharmacy of
the world and we want to
assure everyone that we
are the 'quality pharmacy
of the world'," he said.

In February, Tamil
Nadu-based Global
Pharma Healthcare re-
called its entire lot of eye
drops. Before that, India-
made cough syrups were
allegedly linked to the
deaths of 66 and 18 chil-
dren in Gambia and
Uzbekistan, respectively,
last year. India exported
cough syrups worth USD
17.6 billion in 2022-23 as
against USD 17 billion in
2021-22.

Raipur, Jun 20: 

When Jayanti Chandra
slipped into depression
after being overwhelmed by
the stress of preparing for
civil services last year, she
turned to yoga. A month
later, the asanas suited her
so much that she chose to
become a trainer herself.

Chandra (24) teaches at a
Raipur centre of Bharatiya
Yog Sansthan (BYS), a non-
sectarian, social and cultur-
al organisation, where 1,500
people will perform yoga on
International Day of Yoga,
observed worldwide on
June 21.

"I have been preparing
for the Union Public

Service Commission exam
for the last three years. I got
so engaged with my studies
that I confined myself to
my room in the house. I
stopped talking to others,"
she said.

On the advice of family
members, Chandra walked
to a BSY centre here that
holds free yoga classes.

"Yoga completely
changed me and helped me
gain my confidence and
maintain a positive atti-
tude," she added.

After one month of train-
ing, she decided to become
a trainer at the centre. "My
preparations for the civil
services are also underway
in full swing," said

Chandra. Rekha Bajaj, a
yoga teacher at the centre,
said the organisation pro-
vides free yoga training
across the country and
abroad and also motivates
its trainees to teach others.

On Wednesday, BSY will
hold a yoga event at the
Shri Gujrati school in
Raipur where nearly 1,500
people will take part on the
occasion of the
International Day of Yoga,
she said. Like Chandra,
many youths have defeated
depression through yoga,
which reduces stress, and
boosts mental health apart
from helping in weight loss
and ensuring quality sleep,
she said.

New Delhi, Jun 20 (PTI): 

Amid continued ethnic vi-
olence in Manipur, the
Supreme Court Tuesday de-
clined urgent hearing of a
petition seeking Army pro-
tection for the minority
Kuki tribals and prosecu-
tion of communal groups at-
tacking them, while conced-
ing it's a "serious" law and
order issue which the ad-
ministration should tackle.

A vacation bench of
Justices Surya Kant and M
M Sundresh said any inter-
ference by the court will cre-
ate more problems in the
state.

"This is serious law and

order issue. Let the adminis-
tration look into the issue.
Can the Supreme Court
order individual protection?
Our interference will create
more problem. It can aggra-
vate the situation. We hope
courts are not required to
pass such an order that
Army or central forces
should be deployed," the
bench observed.

Senior advocate Colin
Gonsalves mentioned the
matter on behalf of the peti-
tioner NGO, Manipur Tribal
Forum, saying solemn as-
surances were given that no-
body will die but despite
that 70 tribals have been
killed. Solicitor General

Tushar Mehta, representing
the State, opposed the
prayer for urgent hearing,
and asserted security agen-
cies are on the ground doing
their best to stem violence
and restore normalcy.

"Similar prayer was made
before (summer) vacation
which was not considered.
This can wait. Public inter-
est can wait," he said,
adding the main matter per-
taining to the Manipur High
Court's order for grant of
Scheduled Tribe status to
the majority Meitei commu-
nity, which set off a chain of
violence in the northeastern
state, has been posted for
hearing on July 17.

Visakhapatnam, Jun 20 (PTI):
A 60-year-old "seer" was
arrested for allegedly molest-
ing a girl for a certain period
in the ashram he runs in
Visakhapatnam, police said on
Tuesday. Paramananda runs
the Ramananda Jnanananda
ashram at Venkoji Nagar in M
V P Colony area, which came
under his authority through
heredity. The ashram has been
in existence since 1955.
"The seer used to call two
children (girls) who are
around 14 years old after 9 pm
on the pretext of getting his
legs pressed but used to do all
kinds of manhandling,"
Visakhapatnam police com-
missioner Trivikram Varma
told PTI on Tuesday, confirm-
ing molestation charges.

Naxalites kill villager
on suspicion of being

police informer Cop killed in Bijapur 
Police suspect 
role of Naxals

Rath Yatra gets underway in Puri
Lakhs of people
throng the streets

Crowd of devotees during the annual Rath Yatra of Lord Jagannath, in Puri, Tuesday.

‘On Ukraine we aren’t neutral, we are on side of peace’

PM Modi emplanes for the USA visit, in New Delhi, Tuesday.

Amid heatwave, Centre
rushes teams to UP, Bihar

INT’L DAY OF YOGA

1,500 to take part in BYS’s event 
Vizag ‘seer’ arrested

for molesting girl Army protection for Kukis:
SC refuses urgent hearing

Zero- tolerance: Health
min on cough syrup deaths

YOGA  IN SWIMMING POOL

Students perform yoga at a swimming pool on the eve of International Yoga Day 
in Jabalpur, Tuesday.

2019 Chhattisgarh Encounter Case

Woman among two arrested: NIA
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Bhilai, Jun 20: 

The Excise Department,
Durg, is regularly taking
action against the smug-
gling and illegal trade of
liquor in the district. The
network of informers has
been activated and action
is taken against the
wrongdoers under the pro-
visions of Excise Act.
Recently, the Excise
Department took action
against two persons who
were illegally possessing
and peddling illicit liquor.
Large quantity of liquor
smuggled from Madhya
Pradesh was recovered
from one of the accused.

In the first case, Excise
Department sleuths con-
ducted a raid at a house in
Mathpara, Kohka Bhilai
and nabbed the accused

Shailendra Verma (24) son
of Dheluram Verma. The
team recovered 10 crates of
Goa whiskey (500 quar-
ters) and 5 crates of Royal
Stag whiskey (60 bottles)
totaling 135 bulk liters of
liquor from him. The re-
covered illicit liquor was
seized and a case was reg-
istered under sections

34(1), 34(2), 36, 59(a) of the
Excise Act. He was pro-
duced before the court and
has been sent to the jail on
judicial remand.

In the second case, an
Excise Department team
raided the place of a lady
Sarita Jangde (27) wife of
Dharmendra Jangde a res-
ident of village Khapri, po-

lice station Kumhari,
District Durg. The team
recovered 32 quarters of
country liquor (5.76 bulk
liters) from her posses-
sion. A case was registered
against her under section
34(2) and 59(a) of the
Excise Act and she was
sent to jail on judicial re-
mand. Assistant District
Excise Officer Ashok
Agrawal, Excise Sub-
Inspector Harish Patel,
Neelam Swarnakar,
Bhubaneshwar Sengar,
Excise Head Constable
Bhojram Ratnakar,
Santosh Dubey, Faguram
Tandon, Excise Constable
Devprasad Patel,
Chiteshwari Dhruv,
Deepak, Prakash Rao and
Doman Madhukar con-
ducted the raids and
nabbed the bootleggers.

140.76 bulk liters of liquor
seized from bootleggers

Bhilai, Jun 20: 

The ninth International
Yoga Day will be celebrated on
June 21. According to the joint
guidelines of the Government
of India, Ministry of AYUSH
and Ministry of Panchayati
Raj, New Delhi, the district
level event of 9th International
Yoga Day on June 21, 2023
based on the theme “One
World One Health” and “Har
Ghar Aangan Yoga” will be
held at Mini Stadium in
Padmanabhpur. The mass
yoga session will commence
from 7 am and conclude at 8
am as per the general yoga
program (protocol). State
Home Minister Tamradhwaj
Sahu will be the chief guest of
the programme. According to
the information received from

Deputy Director Social
Welfare Department, the
event venue will be shifted to
Khalsa Public School auditori-
um of Malviya Nagar Chowk in
case of rains. 

On the occasion of the ninth
International Yoga Day, the
district level program will be
held in the presence of public
representatives, dignitaries
and officers / employees of all
the departments of the dis-
trict.

All the departmental offi-
cers, employees and digni-
taries, religious, social organi-
zations and voluntary organi-
zations have been appealed to
participate in the ninth
International Yoga Day cele-
bration at Mini Stadium,
Padmanabhpur and make the
program a grand success.

District level Yoga Day 
programme at Padmanabhpur

Bhilai, Jun 20: 

Public Relations
Department of SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant has
organized a three-day
joint exhibition of paint-
ings made by 13 artists,
including senior stu-
dents of Indira Kala
S a n g e e t
Vishwavidyalaya (IKSV),
Khairagarh along with
other young painters of
the state and other
Indian artists, at Nehru
Art Gallery, Indira Place
(Civic Center).

Chief Guest AK
Chakraborty, ED (MM)
inaugurated the exhibi-
tion in the evening of
June 19, 2023 by lighting
the ceremonial lamp in
presence of other guests
and appreciated the
Public Relations
Department for organiz-
ing the event. The 13
artists whose paintings
have been featured in the

exhibition are Dr Pushpa
Agarwal, Anoop
Anjeneya, Gunendra Ku
Vishwakarma, Yashwant
Kumar, Meena Sharma,
Vidya Soni, Jishesh Das,
Satish Kumar Sahu,
Anshram Yadav, Tarani
Sahu, Sumitra Verma,
Nirver Sahu and
Manpreet Singh Virdi.

Chakraborty took keen
interest in the paintings
featured in the exhibi-

tion and also interacted
with the artists. He
penned his views in the
visitor’s book and said
that the paintings reflect
artists’ creativity and in-
novation and also convey
some social message,
while some paintings de-
pict rural-festivals and
episodes from Indian
Mythology. Indian arts
must be patronized as it
connects us to Indian

Culture and tradition,
said AK Chakraborty.

Present in the pro-
gramme were the Senior
officers of Bhilai Steel
Plant, Jacob Kurian, GM
(LA&PR), Prashant
Tiwari, GM (Public
Relations), along with
Suraj Soni, GM (P-NW &
Mines), Dinesh Kumar,
GM (TSD), and other
artists from Bhilai and
art lovers were also pres-
ent at the exhibition in
large numbers.

Paintings made by the
IKSV, Khairagarh, alum-
ni and other Indian
artists have a beautiful
blend of various paint-
ing styles including
Kerala Traditional
Mural, creative, realistic
& abstract, landscape &
nature-study, portrait,
self-thought, etc. The
three-day painting exhi-
bition will be open to the
public from 17:30 hrs to
20:30 hrs.

Painting Exhibition of Khairagarh students inaugurated 

Bhilai, Jun 20: 

On Tuesday, the newly con-
structed office of BJP Bhilai
District Organisation was inau-
gurated with religious rituals,
Vastu Puja and Satyanarayan
Katha Puja. The new office
building has been constructed
at Priyadarshini Parisar (East).
The religious rituals com-
menced at 10:00 hrs and con-
cluded around 14:00 hrs. BJP
Bhilai District President
Brajesh Bichpuria performed
the rituals.

It needs to be mentioned
here that during the BJP rule in
the state, the bhoomipujan for
BJP Office was performed by

then BJP State I/c Jagat
Prakash Nadda (BJP National
President) in the year 2013.
The construction work was
barely started during the BJP
rule in the state till 2018. The
main reason behind the delay
was the in-party tussle
between the leaders. However,
the construction work gained
some pace in the past 2-3
years and was sped up after
Brajesh Bichpuria took charge

as BJP District President in the
month of October 2022. The
office has been constructed on
a plot of approximately 10000
square feet area. The two sto-
ried building has a carpet area
of about 6000 square feet. It
has facilities such as a meeting
hall, office rooms, rest rooms,
etc. The new office was inau-
gurated just before the visit of
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah. Bhilai Nagar, Vaishali

Nagar and some portions of
Ahiwara, Durg Rural and Patan
assembly constituencies come
under the BJP Bhilai District
Organization.

BJP State President Arun
Sao, MP Vijay Baghel, former
minister Prem Prakash
Pandey, district in-charge
Sandeep Sharma, Cheman
Deshmukh, Nandan Jain,
Rakesh Pandey, Yogendra
Singh, Premlal Sahu and other

senior leaders of the party
attended the programme.

State President Arun Sao
congratulated the BJP workers
and District President Brajesh
Bichpuria for the new office.
He urged the party cadre to
start preparing for the next
assembly elections.

District President Brijesh
Bichpuria said that this well-
equipped office has been con-
structed with the hard work

and support of every party
worker. “We will form the
state government of the
Bharatiya Janata Party in 2023
by making the benefits of the
schemes of the Modi govern-
ment reach the common peo-
ple and make them aware of
the corruption of the Congress
government. MP Vijay Baghel
said that the new building is
not just an office but is a tem-
ple for us. This office was the
dream of all the party workers.
He urged the party leaders and
workers to work for the party
with a pure heart. 

Shivsagar Mishra, Bhojraj
Sinha, Daya Singh, Mahesh
Verma, Ramkumar Rana,
Sandeep Agarwal, Jai Prakash
Yadav, Sanjay Dani, Rikesh
Sen, Bhushan Agrawal, Jai
Prakash Yadav, Thakur Ranjit
Singh and others were pres-
ent.

It took a decade to construct BJP Bhilai District Office
 Erstwhile CG 

I/c JP Nadda had 
performed
bhoomipujan in 2013
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Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 20: On the
occasion of the com-
mencement of Rath Yatra
today, Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel per-
formed customary rituals
at Jagannath Temple of
Gayatri Nagar and
prayed to Lord
Jagannath, Bhaiya
Baldau and Subhadra for
peace, prosperity and
happiness of the people
of the state. At the onset,
Chief Minister Baghel
performed special puja
and havan, thereafter he
carried Lord Jagannath’s
idol on his head and took
him to the chariot. He
also performed the ritual
of ‘Chherapahara’
(sweeping in front of the

chariot with a broom
made of gold).

Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel extend-
ed greetings and best
wishes to the people of
the state on the occasion
of Lord Shri Jagannath’s
Rath Yatra.

He said that Lord
Jagannath is reverred by
the people of
Chhattisgarh, and the fes-
tival of Rath Yatra is cele-
brated in the state with
great zeal and fervour.

Speaker of
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly Charandas
Mahant, Korba MP
Jyotsna Mahant,

Parliamentary Secretary
Vikas Upadhyay, Mayor
of Municipal
Corporation Raipur Ejaz
Dhebar, Chairman of
Chhattisgarh Housing
Board Kuldeep Juneja,
Chairman of State
Mineral Development
Corporation Girish

Dewangan Pramod
Dubey, Chairman of
Municipal Corporation
Raipur, Purandar
Mishra, President of Shri
Jagannath Mandir Seva
Samiti along with other
dignitaries and public
representatives were
present.

CM Baghel performs customary
rituals at Jagannath Temple 

Of Gayatri Nagar to
mark the commence-
ment of ‘Rath Yatra’
CM prayed for peace,
prosperity and happi-
ness of the people of
the state
CM also performed
Chherapahara cere-
mony before the Rath
Yatra

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  2200:: Governor
Biswabhusan Harichandan
attended the Rath Yatra festi-
val of Lord Jagannath organ-
ized in the Jagannath Temple
located in Raipur’s Gayatri
Nagar today. He offered

prayers to Lord Jagannath for
the happiness and prosperity
of the state’s residents, and
performed the ritual of
Chherapahra. The Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel was
also present on the occasion.

Governor Harichandan attends 
the Rath Yatra festival

‘WATER YOGA’

A fresh and new feeling among youth performing Yoga on the banks of River Kharun on the eve of Int’nl Yoga Day here on Tuesday.

Raipur, Jun 20: On the oc-
casion of International Day
Of Yoga, in the reverend
guidance of Pujya Guru
MaaHansa J. Yogendra The
Yoga Institute Shankar
Nagar Raipur is organizing
a Free seminar on 21st June
2023 at 6:30 PM.

On a very important
topic “Yoga for Women’s
Health” the participants
will be made aware of vari-
ous health issues a woman
can go through. The guest
speaker of the seminar is
senior consultant of Vidya
Multi-speciality hospital,
M. D. (Med.)
DrVaishaliDubey who will

guide the participants with
her expertise. Apart from it
The Yoga Institute Shankar
Nagar Raipur is also con-
ducting special Yoga
Sessions in Balco Medical
Center Naya Raipur, Balaji
Hospital & College Mowa,
Sarabhai Hospital Sundar
Nagar and many other
places in city on the occa-
sion of 9th International
Yoga Diwas.

The Yoga Institute
Shankar Nagar Raipur
keeps on organizing such
free workshops and events
weekly on various impor-
tant physical & mental
health issues.

Free seminar on Yoga todayCM extends his best wishes to President
Droupadi Murmu on her B’day

Raipur, Jun 20: Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel
greeted the President, Droupadi Murmu, on the oc-
casion of her birthday and Lord Jagannath’s Rath
Yatra festival over a phone call. The Chief Minister
has wished Mrs. Murmu a long and healthy life.

CM congratulates to RAW’s 
new Chief Ravi Sinha
Speaks to him on the phone

Raipur, Jun 20: Chief Minister  Bhupesh Baghel
spoke to the newly-appointed Chief of RAW, Mr. Ravi
Sinha, over a phone call and congratulated him on his
new responsibility. The Government of India has ap-
pointed Sinha as the new Chief of RAW (Research and
Analysis Wing). It is noteworthy that Ravi Sinha is a
senior IPS officer of the Chhattisgarh Cadre and is
presently on deputation to the Centre.

Raipur, Jun 20:
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel came down heavily
against the BJP over the
film Aadipurush and said
that in this film Lord Shri
Ram has been projected as
‘Yudharam’ (warrior
Ram) and Lord Shri
Hanuman as Angry Bird
and now has expressed
gratitude through this
film to UP and Assam’s
CM and to CMs of all BJP
ruled states. CM said that
this film (Aadipurush) has
been made by BJP people
and today all BJP leaders
are keeping mum. This is
purely related with poli-
tics to commercialization.
For us (Congress) Lord
Shri Ram is centre of reli-
gious faith and devotion
and for them it is subject
of politics. Be it Lord Shri
Ram or Lord Shri
Hanuman, they (BJP) are
using it for politics and
commercialization and

which is strongly con-
demnable.

Paper leak happened
during BJP’s time

Commenting upon the 7-
point promise made by
BJYM National President
Tejaswi Surya, CM Baghel
said that he had come
from Karnataka and he
was not even made a star
campaigner by his party
in Karnataka election.
The other thing is that the
number of scam in PSC
which were held in last 15
yrs in Chhattisgarh and
in MP as well, are known
to all. Wherever there is
BJP government in the
state, there has been inci-
dent of paper leak and in

Chhattisgarh there is not
a single incident of its
kind, he added.

Commenting upon the
inquiry into CGPSC
scam, CM Baghel said
that there is no complaint
related to the conduct of
the exam  and it is just a
political issue which BJP
is trying to rake-up. ‘I am
still saying that if they are
having any facts or com-
plaint, they we (govt) is
ready to conduct probe
into it’, CM said . But so
far no one has lodged com-
plaint in this regard and
are only talking about
conducting inquiry into
the case. CM said that
Surya claimed that if the
BJP government’s comes
to power, then inquiry
will be conducted and on
which CM said that nei-
ther BJP is going to form
government, nor CBI in-
quiry will be conducted.
CM questions why BJP

is keeping mum on miss-
ing notes of Rs 500 notes

Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel raised
question on news about

missing new designed Rs
500 notes worth Rs 88000
cr and said that Central
Government is bound to
clarify upon the same and
questioned why BJP is
keeping mum on it. CM
said that Rahul Gandhi
had only raised the issue
of around Rs 20000 cr only
and this amount is just
four times of it.

CM said that the work
right from the printing of
currency to that of its cir-
culation needs to be done
amidst tight security, as
the currency of any coun-
try is the backbone of its
economy. But despite such
high security the notes of
Rs 500 denomination that
of new design are report-
ed missing in such a large
quantity and this cannot
be taken so lightly.

It is notable here that
according to an RTI ac-
tivist Roy claims that
notes of Rs 500 of new de-
sign worth Rs 88000 cr are
missing and on this RBI
has claimed that report
about missing of notes is
wrong.

BJP using film ‘Adipurush’ for politics
and commercialization: CM

For Cong, Lord Shri
Ram is centre of
faith and devotion

Raipur, Jun 20: Former
cricket captain Kapil Dev,
during his visit to Raipur,
expressed his passion for
watching cricket and
shared his experiences
during the inauguration of
the City Center Shopping
Mall. Kapil Dev, who re-
cently traveled to England
for the World Test
Championship, empha-
sized his continued inter-
est in the sport, stating, “I
no longer play cricket, but
definitely watch it. When
our Indian team plays, I
make sure to watch it on

TV because the per-
spective you get on
TV is not available in
the stadium.”

Inaugurating the
cricket turf on the
top floor of the
Raipur City Center
Shopping Mall, Kapil
Dev and Madan Lal
were greeted by a
large crowd of fans.
The duo interacted
with the audience,
signing autographs
on bats and T-shirts.
Dhamendra Jain, the
manager of the City
Center Shopping Mall,
welcomed them on behalf
of the people of
Chhattisgarh by present-
ing a bouquet of flowers.

On his visit to

Chhattisgarh, He ex-
pressed his gratitude for
the overwhelming love
and reception he received
from the people. He stated,
“I have visited
Chhattisgarh several

times before and
have always received
love from the people,
but this time, I wit-
nessed a level of pas-
sion among the peo-
ple that I had not ex-
pected.” However, he
expressed surprise at
the enthusiastic
crowds seeking auto-
graphs and photos,
noting, “It felt a bit
strange when people
were pushing and
shoving just to get
autographs and pho-

tos.”
During the conversation

with the media at the City
Center Shopping Mall, he
expressed his anticipation
for future discussions on
cricket. He mentioned, “I

won’t discuss cricket with
you all today, but next time
when I come, I will defi-
nitely have an elaborate
discussion on this matter.”

Reflecting on the chang-
ing times, he acknowl-
edged the increasing
prevalence of malls and
their impact on cricket.
“We used to travel 20-40
years ago, and at that time,
there were very few malls,
but now malls are opening
up in every city,” he re-
marked. Sharing an in-
triguing observation, he
said, “I saw a cricket
ground in a mall for the
first time, where kids were
playing cricket. I never
thought there would be a
cricket field at the top floor
of a mall.”

Kapil Dev: Cricket may cease but my passion endures
Expresses gratitude
for warm welcome
in Raipur

Raipur, Jun 20: As a step
towards strengthening the
brand’s retail footprint
across the country, ASUS
India, Taiwanese tech giant
today announced the
launch of an exclusive store
in Raipur. The new exclu-
sive store is spread across
320 sq. ft. and is set to host
an extensive range of elec-
tronics and computer hard-
ware, including the ASUS
flagship products such as
VivoBook, ZenBook,
Zenbook-Flip, Republic of
Gamers (ROG) laptops and
accessories. This is the
brand’s first exclusive store
located in the IT cluster and
hear of Raipur.

Talking about the expan-
sion, Vishal Shrivastava,
Regional Sales Manager

(West) – PC & Gaming
Business, ASUS India, said,
“We are delighted to an-
nounce the expansion of
our retail footprint in India.
Chhattisgarh being an im-
portant market for us, the
inauguration of the new
brand store in Raipur will
play a pivotal step towards
empowering consumers
across different regions of
the country with a unique
experience of our latest in-
novation. With a strategic
retail expansion approach,

we will continue to create
more interaction and new
touch points for our users.”

The store will feature in-
novative demo zones to offer
a premium experience and
service to consumers. They
will create an interactive
journey for the consumers
by providing them with a
first-hand feel of some of
the most advanced and
brand’s latest gaming and
lifestyle products, ranging
across PCs, desktops, and a
wide range of accessories.

ASUS launches exclusive store in Raipur

Raipur, Jun 20: Health
and Family Welfare
Minister TS Singhdeo
today held a meeting of
the State Steering
Committee of the
National Viral Hepatitis
Control Program
(NVHCP). He directed for
screening of Hepatitis-B
and Hepatitis-C at the
level of primary health
centers in high-risk
groups to control hepati-
tis. He asked health work-
ers and high-risk popula-
tion to compulsorily get
Hepatitis-B vaccine.

Singhdeo directed the
IEC, Maternal Health,
Child Health and
Immunization Divisions
to work in coordination to
make people aware about
all types of hepatitis.

Health Department
Secretary Siddharth
Komal Pardeshi, Director
of Health Services
Jaiprakash Maurya,
Director of National
Health Mission Bhoskar
Vilas Sandipan, Managing
Director of CGMSC
(Chhattisgarh Medical
Services Corporation)
Chandrakant Verma and
Director of Epidemic
Control Dr  Subhash
Mishra also attended the
steering committee meet-
ing.

Singhdeo instructed to
compulsorily administer
vaccines to newborn, one
month and six month old
children to prevent
Hepatitis-B under the reg-
ular vaccination pro-
gramme. Not even a single
child should be left out of
this, he said.

NVHCP state nodal offi-
cer Dr Dharmendra
Gahwai, State Health
Resource Centre Director
Sameer Gerg, HoD
Microbiology AIIMS
Raipur Dr Anudita
Bhargava, Head of
Department of
Microbiology in Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru
Medical College, Raipur,
Dr Nikita Sherwani, Head
of Department of
Community Medicine, Dr
Nirmal Verma, State
Immunization Officer, Dr
VR Bhagat, Additional
Project Director, State
AIDS Control Society, Dr
KR Sonwani, Deputy
Director of Health
Department Dr Mahendra
Singh and Uria Nag of
World Health
Organization were also
present in the meeting.

Singhdeo holds NVHCP steering
committee meeting 

Hepatitis-B vaccine
be compulsorily
applied to infants,
health workers,
high-risk population
under regular vacci-
nation program

One cheated of 
Rs 50000 in the name
of online registration

For Yoga Camp by
Patanjali

Raipur, Jun 20: In a case
of cyber fraud, a person
from DD Nagar was re-
portedly cheated of Rs
50000 in the name of on-
line registration for Yoga
Camp by Patanjali to be
held from April to May
and the police has filed a
case and taken the matter
under investigation.

As per repots, in this re-
gard, one Shirish
Chandra, R/o DD Nagar,
Raipur, took out a phone
number for Paanjali Yoga
Natural Programme from
Goggle. On this the youth
claiming himself to be one
from Patanjali, gave infor-
mation about the registra-
tion and other detailed
and cheated him of Rs
50000 in the name of on-
line registration.

In this case the victim
has filed an FIR in
Saraswati Nagar thana.
Earlier also cyber fraud in
the name of Patanjali has
been done and in this the
accused by making fake
website of Patanjali on
Goggle are doing all such
activities.
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Raipur, Jun 20: 

The students from
Nagaland paid a courtesy
call on Governor
V i s h w a b h u s h a n
Harichandan at Raj
Bhavan today. They are in
Chhattisgarh for the last
five days under the “Yuva
Sangam” program of the
Government of India’s
“Ek Bharat-Shreshtha
Bharat” campaign.

, young students study-
ing in various colleges of
Nagaland are being taken
on tour to Chhattisgarh
under this program by
the Ministry of
Education, Government

of India and All India
Council of Technical
Education. They students
reached the Raj Bhavan
on the last day of the tour.

Addressing the stu-
dents during the meeting,
the Governor said that
India’s strength lies in its
unity in diversity. ‘Unity
in diversity is an example
of our country in the
world. Despite our di-
verse culture and tradi-
tion, we are one. With this
ideology, India is moving
towards becoming a
world leader’, said the
Governor.

The Governor said that
the way Covid manage-

ment was done under the
leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
in the country with huge
population during Covid-
19 pandemic, the world
was amazed. By becom-
ing front line workers, the
youth also actively partic-
ipated in the campaign to
stop Covid and to make
the society aware about it,
he said. He asked the stu-
dents to do such work
which will make the na-
tion proud and fulfill the
objective of “One India,
Great India”. He urged
the students to serve the
underprivileged sections
of the society after com-

pleting their studies.
On this occasion,

Ravindra Soni, Advisor,
All India Council of
Technical Education gave
detailed information
about the Yuva Sangam
programme. He informed
that 39 students from var-
ious colleges of Nagaland
and their professors visit-
ed places like Sirpur,
Jungle Safari, Naya
Raipur etc and under-
stood the culture of
Chhattisgarh besides en-
joying the food at such
places. Young students of
Chhattisgarh are also vis-
iting Nagaland.

The students of
Nagaland shared their ex-
periences during their
visit to Chhattisgarh with
the Governor and said
that they got an opportu-
nity to know the culture
of Chhattisgarh and also
liked the tourist places of
the state. The students
also presented a memento
to the Governor. Amrit
Khalkho, Secretary to the
Governor and Dr Sharda
Nandan of NIT were pres-
ent.

Students should serve deprived
sections of society: Harichandan

Students of Nagaland pay a courtesy call on the Governor

Raipur, Jun 20: 

All India Institute of
Medical Sciences Raipur
organizes an awareness
program on World Sickle
Cell Day on Monday.
Experts asked for more
awareness about the dis-
ease as it is found in every
age group in
C h h a t t i s g a r h .
Collaborative projects to
prevent further preva-
lence of the disease also
need to be encouraged, say
experts.

Prof. (Dr.) Nitin M.
Nagarkar, Director said
that Sickle Cell Anemia
patients can be found in
every age group in
Chhattisgarh. Weakness,
fatigue and swelling in the
body are major symptoms
of Sickle Cell disease.
‘AIIMS is focusing on
Sickle Cell Anemia with
more collaborative proj-

ects undertaken by
General Medicine, Blood
Bank, Pediatrics,
Biochemistry and Blood
Bank Departments.
Experts are trying to find
out root cause of the dis-
ease while working on
joint management
through special clinics,
Prof. Nagarkar said.

AIIMS-R has a special
clinic every Thursday for
Sickle Cell patients in the
General Medicine and
Pediatrics Department
with a total 1200 registered
patients getting regular

treatment by experts.
According to Dr. Preetam
N. Wasnik General
Medicine Department is
giving priority to Sickle
Cell Anemia patients
through a special clinic.
Data collected through
this clinic will work for a
strong base for further re-
search. Presently there are
around 700 registered pa-
tients in General Medicine
and 500 in the Pediatrics
Department getting treat-
ment in special clinics
every Thursday.

The program was
graced by Dean
(Academics) Prof. Alok
Chandra Agrawal, Dr.
Sankalp Sharma, and Dr.
Tushar Jagzape. An
awareness pamphlet was
also released at this occa-
sion. The Blood Bank col-
lected 40 units of blood
through a special blood do-
nation camp.

Collaborative research projects 
needed to control Sickle Cell Anemia

(Prof. (Dr.) Nitin M. Nagarkar, Director addressing awareness program on Sickle Cell
Disease in AIIMS-R.)

 1200 registered
Patients in Special
Clinic of AIIMS-R 

 More awareness 
needed to 
control prevailing 
disease: Experts

BJP trying to gain
political mileage

through State PSC
issue: Shukla

Raipur, Jun 20: Congress said
that the attempt for gherao by
BJYM leaders of CM’s house on
alleged CSPSC scam was BJP’s
attempt to gain political
mileage and malign the image
of State PSC. There were hardly
any youths present in the so-
called ‘gherao’ by BJYM today
and majority of the senior lead-
ers were seen sitting on the
dais. In the demonstration
under leadership of State
President of Youth unit of
nation’s BJP hardly 400-500
youth were present and it was
utter failure. Congress charged
that BJP is not having any issue
and so is planning to make con-
spiracy to malign the image of
such institutions doubting its
credibility and that too in an
institution on which the youth
are having lot of faith and confi-
dence. Addressing a press con-
ference, Chief Medial Cell
Sushil Anand Shukla said that
state PSC is an institution which
realizes the dreams of learned
youth. Raising objections on the
recruitment process of State
PSC without any factual evi-
dence and just purely based
upon low-level imagination, is
not only condemnable, but
strongly objectionable.  This is a
case where there is no com-
plainant and in which the politi-
cal party is trying to gain politi-
cal mileage and is demanding
CBI inquiry into it. 

Raipur, Jun 20:

The Indian Institute of
Management (IIM)
Raipur takes immense
pride in recognizing the
exceptional contributions
of Shyamala Gopinath,
its esteemed Chairperson
of the Institute’s Board of
Governors, for her vision-
ary leadership and unwa-
vering dedication to the
institution over the past
seven years. Under her
stewardship, IIM Raipur
has witnessed remark-
able growth and achieve-
ments, solidifying its po-
sition as a premier man-
agement institute in
India.

A shining testament to
the institution’s pursuit
of excellence, during her
tenure, IIM Raipur has
achieved an impressive
ranking of 11 in the
National Institutional
Ranking Framework
(NIRF), and the number
of graduating Post
Graduate Programs
(PGPs) has reached a re-
markable milestone of
255. Emphasizing the im-
portance of holistic edu-
cation, IIM Raipur has ex-

panded its degree award-
ing programs to four, pro-
viding students with di-
verse academic opportu-
nities. Furthermore, the
institute’s faculty
strength has increased to
53, comprising accom-
plished professionals and
esteemed educators who
play a pivotal role in shap-
ing the minds of the next
generation of leaders.

Prof. Ram Kumar
Kakani, Director, IIM
Raipur, said, “Your con-
tribution to building the
Indian Institute of
Management Raipur will
be written in Golden
Letters. While numerical
metrics never convey the
intangibles created by

you – yet sharing a few
facts below to showcase
your contribution in the
past 7 years. In this the
IIM Raipur’s NIRF rank
went high from 18 in FY-
2016 to 11 in FY-2023; No of
Graduating PGPs (i:e
MBAs) from 113 in 2016 to
255 in 2023 and No of
Degree awarding pro-
gramme from 2 to 4 and
number of faculty from
24 to 54 as on FY 2023.

Prof. RK Kakani
thanked her for her stew-
ardship. On behalf of the
IIM Raipur community,
let me assure you that we
will keep the momentum.
We’ll consolidate on the
fantastic foundations and
bricks laid, he added.

As IIM Raipur bids a
fond farewell to Shyamala
Gopinath, the institution
welcomes its new
Chairperson, Puneet
Dalmia, Managing
Director of Dalmia
Bharat. His invaluable in-
sights and leadership will
undoubtedly steer the in-
stitute towards new hori-
zons of success, building
upon the strong founda-
tions established over
the years.

IIM Raipur bids touching
farewell to Shyamala Gopinath

For her remarkable journey of visionary leadership at IIM Raipur

Rajnandgaon, Jun 20:
Apoorva Bakshi (98.040
percentile), Aabha
Khandelwal (97 per-
centile), Akanksha Poddar
(99.230 percentile), Aniket
Poddar (98.96 percentile)
students of Yugantar
Public School, a leading
institution in the field of
education in central India,
have excelled in the CBSE
NEET exam. The out-
standing performance has
earned  a splendid place in
the district. They have
made their parents, school
and city proud by their
matchless performance.

It is worth mentioning
that Apoorva, Aabha,
Akanksha, Aniket are
bright students from the
beginning, they are
achievers as their score
cards were adorned with
outstanding marks in
CBSE 10th Board and
CBSE 12th Board. In an in-
terview they mentioned
that  they could achieve
this success due to the best
educational environment
of the era. They have been

receiving constant guid-
ance from the experienced
team of teachers here at
Yugantar.

They further said that
in competitive exams like
NEET, each and every
mark is decisive. They
said that success can be
achieved by remaining fo-
cused, concentrated, with-
out any distraction, with
extensive hard work. In
the preparation of this ex-
amination, they got con-
stant guidance from
Yugantar’s Biology
teacher Rinku Rai mam,
Chemistry teacher Madan
Mohan Kalbandhe. They
chose the field of medicine
for the purpose of social
service.

The atmosphere of
Yugantar school always in-
spires them to study and
aim higher. Success is defi-
nitely achieved by contin-
uous study. Similarly, dur-

ing the interview, their
parents also said that after
the admission of their
wards in Yugantar, they
were completely relaxed
about their education.
They got peerless guid-
ance from the teachers due
to which their concepts
got stronger  in biology,
physics and chemistry. All
the teachers, parents and
students are highly elated
as these students got se-
lected in the competitive
exam.

On this occasion, the
school’s Principal
Abhishek Khandelwal,
School Chaiman Vinod
Sadani, Secretary Vinay
Daddha, Treasure
Mishrilal Golchha,
Director Academic Sushil
Kothari and the entire
Yugantar fraternity  con-
gratulated these scholars
and wished them a very
bright future.

Meritorious scholars bring
laurels to Yugantar 

AabhaKhandelwal       Akanksha Poddar             Aniket Poddar             Apoorvi Bakshi

 By  excelling in
NEET exam

Raipur, Jun 20:

The advertisements circulat-
ing on social media claiming to
give appointment as Food Safety
Mitra in exchange of money
and promising monthly salary
are false and misleading.
According to the information
received from the Office of the
Controller, Food and Drug
Administration, some private
companies are demanding an
amount ranging from Rs 20
thousand to Rs one lakh on the
pretext of appointing youths as
Food Safety Mitras.

They are promising these

youngsters monthly salary as
Food Safety Mitra, while in real-
ity, there is no such provision. It
has come to light that unknown
companies are advertising Food
Safety Mitra as the job of
Central Food Safety Officer and
their job responsibility is to go
to hotel, restaurant, dhaba, and
food corner, to inquire, issue
food license, audit, etc which is
totally false. State
Government’s Food and Drug
Administration Department re-
futes any such advertisement.
The department has appealed
people to avoid getting lured by
such false information and mis-

leading advertisements.
Any person or compa-

ny found giving such in-
ducement should be im-
mediately reported at
the Office of the
Controller, Food and
Drug Administration,
Block-1, 4th Floor,
Indravati. Bhawan, Atal
Nagar Nava Raipur tele-
phone number 0771-
2235226, fax number
2511988, email id con-
t r o l l e r r a i p u r
@gmail.com or police.

Officials of Food and
Drug Administration
Department have in-

formed that Food Safety Mitra
is not allowed to check or take
any action in case of food li-
cense or food registration in
any food establishment, nor is
he entitled to any salary. Any
‘Food Safety Mitra’ found doing
aforementioned acts will be sub-
jected to strict action. The task
of ‘Food Safety Mitra’ is to help
food traders submit online ap-
plications for food license, food
registration and annual
turnover per their request.
‘Food Safety Mitra’ are entitled
to a fixed incentive as provi-
sioned by F.S.S.A.I. (Food Safety
and Standards Authority of
India), and they are required to
submit the bill or receipt of
each task they have performed
for the food traders.

Officials further informed
that the ‘Food Safety Mitra’ is
an initiative of the Food Safety
and Standards Authority of
India (FSSAI) New Delhi.

Under this initiative, gradu-
ates can become ‘Food Safety

Mitra’ by participating in the
online training modules pre-
scribed by the Food Safety and
Standards Authority of India. A
specific procedure and criteria
have been prescribed for the ap-
pointment of Food Safety Mitra.

To become a ‘Food Safety
Mitra’, one should go through
the following procedure- first of
all, the person should register
online at the ‘Food Safety Mitra
portal’. After registration, the
applicant should study the five
training modules online. Each
module is followed by ten multi-
ple answer questions, out of
which six questions require
technical knowledge. The next
module opens only after the
completion of the previous one.
Thereafter, an online exam of
100 questions carrying 100
marks will be conducted.

To become a ‘Food Safety
Mitra’, it is mandatory for the
applicant to obtain 75 marks out
of 100 in this exam. After pass-
ing the online examination, the
applicant has to deposit a secu-
rity deposit of five thousand ru-
pees. Only after having complet-
ed this entire process, the appli-
cant will be awarded the ‘Food
Safety Mitra’ certificate by the
Food Safety and Standards
Authority of India, New Delhi.

Food Safety Mitra can be appointed only
through the specific process 

 Beware of the misleading
advertisements being circulat-
ed on social media promising
appointment as ‘Food Safety
Mitra’ in exchange of money

Raipur, Jun 20: “I visited all the
Assembly Constituencies dur-
ing my statewide Bhent-
Mulakat programme. I had the
opportunity to have a meal at
one of the homes from your
Bilaspur region. The heart-
warming experience prompted
me to extend an invitation to
all of you to visit my residence
as a gesture of gratitude. I am
overwhelmed by your presence
here”, said Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel to the Bilaspur

division residents and public
representatives.  A special
luncheon was hosted by Chief
Minister today at his residence
in Raipur for the rural residents
and public representatives of
the Bilaspur division. It is
worth mentioning that during
the Bhent-Mulakat pro-
gramme, the Chief Minister
partook lunch at the homes of
these villagers and also met
with the local public represen-
tatives.

Chief Minister joyfully
expressed his gratitude and
delight in meeting everyone,
mentioning that some guests
had presented him with a tradi-
tional ‘kurta’ while others had
brought beautiful saree for his
wife. Overwhelmed by the love
and warmth he received, he
struggled to find adequate
words to express his apprecia-
tion. Following Chhattisgarh’s
beautiful tradition of honour-
ing guests, Chief Minister gra-
ciously invited the guests to
partake in lunch. He personally
visited each table, inquiring
about their well-being and
expressing curiosity as to why
other family members weren’t
accompanying them. He affec-
tionately interacted with the
children and inquired about the
well-being of the elderly.
Extending greetings of the
‘Rath Yatra’, Chief Minister said
“This auspicious occasion is
celebrated with great religious
fervour across Chhattisgarh. In
the Bilaspur region, I particu-
larly remember the Rath Yatra
of Raigarh. Today is the second
day of the Ashadha month, but
still, there is no rainfall. I have
prayed to Lord Jagannath to
bless us with seasonal rains.”

CM hosts special luncheon at his residence 
 For Bilaspur 

division’s rural 
residents and public
representatives

Raipur, Jun 20: 

Five year integrated
M.Scprogramme con-
ducted by CBS at Pt RSU
witnessed entrance ex-
amination for admission
to this course on
Tuesday at six centres.
As per information from
CBS Director DrKalol
Ghosh, a total of 3663 ap-
plications were received
for 40 seats.

In the examination
2990 candidates ap-
peared.

For the smooth con-
duct of exam, VC
Professor  Sacchidanand
Shukla himself moni-
tored the entire examina-

tion. Dr Ghosh informed,
for admission and coun-
selling Pt RSU website
www.prsu.ac.in/www.prs
uuniv.in can be visited.

The model answer of
this exam has been up-
loaded in the website.
Any objections are invit-
ed by June 23, 2023 till
5:00 pm through email
cbsprsu@gmail.com.

For the successful con-
duct of exam, Centre
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t
DrLakhmi Kant, Asst
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t
DrGovind Prasad Sahu,
DrBhanushree Gupta,
DrSmita Sharma and
others played a vital role,
DrGhish confirmed.

About 82% appear in
CBS entrance exam 



Rajim, Jun 20: 

The road widening work
of National Highway (NH)
130 C has been started and
it is being constructed
from Rajim to Deobhog
through different tenders.
This work is going on at
snail’s pace, but the work
that of felling of green
trees is going on very fast.
Thousands of trees by the
side of the road are being
axed in the name of road-
widening.

It takes years for a
sapling to become a tree
and it does not even takes
few hours to cut it and in
no time the trees are
felling like dry leaves. The
people are standing like
silent spectators and they
cannot do anything as the
person felling trees is a
government’s bidder to
have taken the contract for
it. Now where the people
can go to either protest or
avoid felling of trees dur-
ing peak of summer sea-
son. There is Shyamnagar
near the city and here
there is big tree of
Eucalyptus in the middle
of the Chowk and it used
to not only provides thick
shade during summer, but
was centre of attraction
for all. But recently this
trees was cut down and
now the beauty of the
chowk is also missing.
Apart from providing
Oxygen, the trees also pro-
vide thick shade and being
so thick trunk and big size,
the people were left with
no option, but to see it
felling down. The people
were just standing as
silent spectators and a pas-
senger coming from
Gariyaband was found
with tears in his eye on
seeing  felling of such a
huge tree.

There are many trees on
this route which have been
cut and in place of it not a
single sapling has been
planted and all this is
causing loss to the envi-
ronment and the climate
change we all are witness-

ing, with no raise as half
the June is already over. In
addition to this it is learnt
that any trees are cut in
the villages without any
permission and it is result-
ing in less number of trees
and greenery in the re-
gion.

On the other hand, gov-
ernment is busy in cele-
brating Environment Day,
spending huge amount in
the organisation of pro-
gramme and creating
awareness, but at the
ground-level it is all on pa-
pers. In the same way the
road from Navagaon to
Navapara is also being
widened and here also
many a small and big trees
are being cut and all this
will lead to less of shade
and greenery in the re-
gion. As per information
in this regard, there is no
plan to plant new saplings
in lieu of felling of trees in
such road widening works
and if at all it would have
been there, then many
saplings would have been
planted. But with no such
planning for it, the coming
days are going to be even
severe with extremes of
the climate coming into ef-
fect.
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Gaurela, Pendra,
Marwahi, (GPM) Jun
19: Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel men-
tioned the region of
Gaurela-Pendra-Marwahi
in Chhattisgarh as the
birthplace of journalism
and literature, making it
a sacred land for writers
and journalists. This re-
gion holds historical sig-
nificance as the birth-
place of the first Hindi lit-
erature story in
Chhattisgarh. The Chief
Minister expressed his
delight that Gaurela-
Pendra-Marwahi became
a new district during his
tenure. He made these re-
marks during the 152nd
birth anniversary cele-
brations of Pandit

Madhav Rao Sapre, held
at the GPM district head-
quarters on Monday.
Various events were held
at the Mahotsav, which in-
cluded a lecture and a
seminar organised in col-
laboration with Shrikant
Verma Peeth Bilaspur
and the district adminis-
tration.

During the event, Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
highlighted the rich his-
tory of Pendra City. He
mentioned that the
‘Chhattisgarh Mitra’
newspaper was first pub-
lished in 1900, marking
the beginning of journal-

ism in the region. It is
also the birthplace of the
first Hindi story in
Chhattisgarh. He empha-
sised that journalism and
literature have thrived in
this area, making it a sig-
nificant hub for creative
endeavours. He further
noted that the region’s
pleasant climate attracted
Gurudev Rabindranath
Tagore and his wife, who
visited this region for
health benefits. Under the
current state govern-
ment, the demands of the
people in this region have
been addressed.
Additionally, six new dis-

tricts, including Gaurela-
Pendra-Marwahi, were
established in the state in
recent times. This expan-
sion also led to the forma-
tion of 19 new subdivi-
sions and 83 new tehsils.
Most of the newly formed
districts are inhabited by
marginalised communi-
ties that have long been
deprived of their rights
and justice. The primary
objective of establishing
these new districts is to
ensure equitable access to
justice for these commu-
nities.

During the event, Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel

bestowed honours upon
esteemed writers from
various regions of the
state and the country, pre-
senting them with me-
mentos. District In-
charge and Revenue
Minister Jaisingh
Agrawal also highlighted
the development works
that have been carried
out in the district under
the Chief Minister’s lead-
ership. Through such
gatherings, Chhattisgarh
is gaining new recogni-
tion in the intellectual
realm. Renowned writers,
including Ravi Bhushan
from Ranchi, Diwakar
Muktibodh from Raipur,
Sudeep Thakur from New
Delhi, and Achyutanand
Mishra from Kerala, were
among the distinguished
participants in the Late
Pandit Madhavrao Sapre
Smriti Mahotsav, show-
casing the literary talent
of their respective re-
gions.

GPM is the birthplace of journalism
and literature in Ch’garh:CM

 CM participated in Pandit
Madhavrao Sapre Smriti
Mahotsav and honoured
journalists and writers 
in the Mahotsav

Gaurela, Jun 20: The peo-
ple of Dhanganwa Block
in Gourella District, GPM
are these days passing
through an unusual situa-
tion whereby there road is
being closed for laying a
railway line.

It needs to be mentioned
here, the railway adminis-

tration is planning to con-
struct a rail track that will
block a road in the village.
It is important to note that
this road was constructed
by the village panchayat
over 20 years ago and has
served as a crucial trans-
portation route ever since.
The proposed construc-

tion has sparked a wave of
agitation among the local
residents, who are vehe-
mently opposed to the
project. Under the leader-
ship of Iqbal Singh, the
former president of the
Municipal Corporation in
Pendra, the villagers are
prepared to stand against
the railway administra-
tion.

They firmly believe that
the construction of the
rail track will not only dis-
rupt their daily lives but
also hinder their access to
essential services and fa-
cilities.

Local people protest laying 
of railway line by blocking road

Manendragarh, Jun 20:
Collector Narendra Kumar
Dugga chaired the review
meeting of Rural Industrial
Park (RIPA) in Collector’s
office here on Monday. In the
meeting Collector conducted
detailed review of works being
carried out in identified RIPA in
the district. Expressing annoy-
ance over the slow pace of
sanctioned livelihood activities
in RIPA, he registered serious
objections to the works not
started off so far and on which

DPM said that all works should
start in a month’s time.  He
also asked to complete all the
construction work by speeding
up the work and ensuring its
timely completion. He said
that carelessness in no work
would be tolerated. He asked
to make products as per
demand in the market and try
to sell the finished products in
the open market as well and
for which the field officers
should go to the field and con-
ducted market analysis.

Collector expresses annoyance
over pace of work in RIPA

No protest for felling of
green trees by the roadside!
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BRIEF

Suicide 
Pilibhit: An 18-year-
old youth shot himself
dead allegedly after
killing a young girl
here on Tuesday
morning, police said.
The incident took
place in Gyanpur
Mahelia village at
around 7 am, they
said. According to po-
lice, the victim,
Archana Verma (18)
and her friend were
going to a paddy field
and Manjeet was wait-
ing for her on the
route. As Archana and
her friend came to-
wards Manjeet, he
punched her friend
and then shot the vic-
tim and she died on
the spot, they said.

Watery grave
Sultanpur: Two men
drowned while taking
a bath in the Gomti
river here, police said
on Tuesday. The de-
ceased were identified
as Pintu (34) and
Mansharam (35), they
said. Station House
Officer, Gosaiganj po-
lice station,
Raghvendra Rawat
said Pintu and
Mansharam drowned
in the Gomti river
while taking a bath as
they were swept away
by the strong current.

IEDs
Chaibasa: Five IEDs
planted by members of
the outlawed CPI
(Maoist) to target se-
curity personnel on
anti-Naxal operation
were recovered from a
forest on Monday in
West Singhbhum dis-
trict, police said. In
course of combing op-
eration, the security
personnel detected the
explosives in the for-
est near Tumbahaka
village, SP Ashutosh
Shekhar said. All the
improvised explosive
devices were defused
by bomb disposal
squad on the spot, he
said.

Injured 
Jammu: Nineteen
people, including
women and children,
were injured when the
bus in which they
were travelling skid-
ded off the road and
rolled down into a
canal in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Samba dis-
trict early Tuesday, of-
ficials said. The inci-
dent took place in the
Samotra Channi area
as the driver lost con-
trol of the bus, they
said. Locals and police
personnel rushed to
the spot and shifted
the injured to the
Ghagwal trauma cen-
tre.

Explosion
Palakkad: A man
was killed and three
others injured after a
massive fire broke
out following an ex-
plosion at a steel fac-
tory in Kanjikode in
this district on
Tuesday morning,
police said. The de-
ceased man was re-
portedly an employee
at the factory located
in an industrial area
here.

WB CM Mamata Banerjee
at the ianuguration of the
ISKCON Rath Yatra, in
Kolkata, Tuesday.

Kolkata, Jun 20 (PTI): 

West Bengal Governor
CV Ananda Bose on
Tuesday organised the
state’s Foundation Day’
programme at Raj Bhavan
here, despite objections
raised by Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee.

At the programme, Bose
spoke on zero tolerance’
for violence and empha-
sised the right of the com-
mon people to vote freely.

“I’m dedicated to the
well-being and welfare of
the people. Bengal has im-
mense potential and is
loaded with talents,” the
governor said.

No representative of the
state government was
present at the event where
a cultural programme was
also held.

President Droupadi
Murmu also on Monday
congratulated the people
of West Bengal on its foun-
dation day. Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee in a let-

ter to Bose on Monday
night expressed “shock” at
his “unilateral” decision
to commemorate the
state’s foundation day as-
serting that it “was not
founded on any particular
day, least of all on any 20th
of June.” The partition in-
volved uprooting of lakhs
of people across the bor-
der and death and dis-
placement of innumerable
families, she said in the
letter. Condemning this
unilateral decision by the
government of India, the

ruling Trinamool
Congress also tweeted:
“The division of Bengal
being a tragedy for mil-
lions of people, must not
be celebrated. Moreover,
the decision is not histori-
cally accurate in any way.
The state was formed by
the infamous Radcliffe
Award, not on any particu-
lar day”. Leader of the
Opposition in state assem-
bly Suvendu Adhikari of
the BJP slammed the TMC
for opposing the founda-
tion day programme.

“Mamata Banerjee does
not want to recognise the
foundation day of the state
as she thinks West Bengal
lies in a different country.
History cannot be made ir-
relevant,” he said.

On June 20, 1947, two
meetings of separate sets
of legislators in the
Bengal Assembly were
held. One of those who
wanted West Bengal as
part of India, voted in
favour of the resolution by
a majority. The other was
of legislators of areas
which eventually became
East Pakistan.

For the district of Sylhet
which was part of Assam,
it was decided to conduct a
referendum.

Nearly 2.5 million peo-
ple were displaced from
both sides and properties
worth crores of rupees
burnt down in post-parti-
tion rioting.

The British Parliament
passed the India
Independence Act on July
15, 1947, without any clari-
ty on the borders of the
two states being torn apart
- Bengal and Punjab.

Guv organises West Bengal
foundation day event 

Despite objections
from Mamata

Dancers perform during the West Bengal Foundation Day
celebrations, at Raj Bhavan in Kolkata, Tuesday.

MONSOON WOES

Vehicles wade through a waterlogged road after heavy rainfall, in Mathura, Tuesday.

Chennai, June 20 (PTI): 

Arrested Tamil Nadu
Minister V Senthil Balaji
will undergo an open-
heart surgery at a private
hospital here on June 21,
Health Minister Ma
Subramanian said on
Tuesday, a week after the
beleaguered DMK leader
was advised a bypass sur-
gery.

The surgery will be per-
formed early on
Wednesday, Subramanian
told reporters here.

“Since the surgery has
to be mandatorily per-
formed on Senthil Balaji it
will be done tomorrow,” he
said. “We are in touch
with hospital administra-

tion..they are going to do
open-heart surgery early
morning tomorrow,”
Subramanian added.

Balaj was arrested by
the Enforcement
Directorate in a cash-for-
jobs scam last week. He
was initially admitted to a
government hospital after
he complained of chest
pain but was shifted to the
private facility following a
court order.

The government hospi-
tal had on June 14 said
Balaji had then undergone
Coronory Angiogram
which had revealed “triple
vessel disease” and ad-
vised Coronary Artery
Bypass Graft (CABG) sur-
gery at the ‘earliest.’

On Tuesday,
Subramanian said his col-
league was not aware of
the “critical blocks” before
they were diagnosed last
week by the government
doctors. His family doctor
as well medical experts
from the ESI Hospital, re-
ferred to by the ED, en-
dorsed it and said the sur-
gery was required, he
added. “Now the doctors
(at Kauvery Hospital) are
ready for the surgery,” he
said.

Earlier, certain medi-
cines that Balaji was pre-
scribed earlier had to be
stopped and only “5-6
days” from then could the
surgery be done, the
health minister said.

Senthil Balaji to undergo
open-heart surgery today

Guwahati, Jun 20 (PTI): 

Assam Minister Ashok
Singhal on Tuesday
claimed that the problem
of “artificial flood” in
Guwahati has been solved
to a great extent.

He also said that the
government is working
round the clock to help the
flood-affected people in
the state.

Talking to reporters
after inspecting work
under the ‘Flood free

Guwahati’ mission,
Singhal said, “Artificial

flood is a problem in cities.
We have already done a lot
to solve it in Guwahati.

“The situation is better
this year. Wherever water
logging is occurring, we
have put pumps to work to
drain it out”.

Clogging of drains due
to garbage accumulation,
lack of proper drainage
system, and encroach-
ment of natural water
bodies are some of the rea-
sons for artificial flooding
in the city.

‘Artificial flood’ problem of Guwahati solved to great extent

Ashok Singhal

Thiruvananthapuram,
Jun 20 (PTI): Kerala
Governor Arif
Mohammed Khan on
Tuesday lamented that
the higher education sec-
tor in Kerala was inching
towards a ‘collapse,’ forc-
ing talent to leave the
southern state.

The governor’s state-
ment came in the wake of
reports of alleged fake
certificate cases and mal-
practices involving ac-
tivists of the Students
Federation of India
(SFI), the student wing of
the ruling CPI(M), for se-
curing admission in col-
leges and winning stu-
dent union elections.

“You becoming a mem-
ber of a particular stu-
dent organisation means
you have a passport to do

all kinds of illegal
things”, Khan told re-
porters.

The Governor said the
crime rate in Kerala was
fortunately very low, but
the tendency to take the
law into your own hands
is very high because
“you feel that your union
will protect you, your
student union will pro-
tect you.” Noting that the
collapse of higher educa-

tion is a more serious
matter than the collapse
of law and order, he
lamented that “we are
playing games with the
future of our coming
generations.”

“Unfortunately, we do
not attach the kind of im-
portance to education
which we must,” the gov-
ernor said.

“If law and order col-
lapses, we will suffer. If
higher education collaps-
es, our coming genera-
tions will suffer. So the
situation is more seri-
ous. I feel, if you ask me
personally, I say we are
inching towards the col-
lapse of the constitution-
al and legal machinery
in the state as far as high-
er education is con-
cerned.” Criticising the

kind of politics being
played in the state, Khan
said due to this, business
and industry have been
driven away from Kerala.

“The talent of Kerala
is being driven away...
Because your participa-
tion can become possible
only if you enjoy politi-
cal patronage,” he said.

He said the whole
world, except Kerala,
was taking advantage of
the talent of its people.

Asked about the allega-
tion that an SFI leader
submitted a fake certifi-
cate to secure his admis-
sion for an M Com
course in a college in
Alappuzha district, Khan
said he will seek clarifi-
cation from the authori-
ties concerned on where
lapses occurred.

‘Kerala higher education inching towards collapse’

Arif Mohammed Khan 

Noida, Jun 20 (PTI): 

A Jan Suvidha Kendra
operator in Greater
Noida was allegedly at-
tacked and Rs 4.12 lakh in
cash looted from him by
two unidentified miscre-
ants while he was return-
ing home after work, po-
lice said on Tuesday.

The incident took place
around 9.30 pm on
Monday in the Accheja

village under Badalpur
police station limits,
Additional Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(Central Noida) Rajiv
Dixit said.

“Vikram Singh, who
runs a Jan Suvidha
Kendra, was on his scoot-
er and returning home
when two motorcycle-
borne miscreants inter-
cepted him. Singh was
hit with the butt of a pis-
tol after which the duo
fled with the Rs 4.12 lakh
in cash that he was carry-

ing in a bag along with
some documents,” Dixit
said.

“When alerted about
the incident, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(Central Noida), myself
and other local police of-
ficers concerned reached
the spot for an inspec-
tion,” he said. A Jan
Suvidha Kendra, run by
private operators, is a
digital platform that pro-
vides services such as
money transfer, Aadhaar-
enabled payment servic-

es, recharge, bill pay-
ments, loans, credit
cards, insurance and
GST, among others, in
rural and remote areas of
the country.

Dixit said an FIR is
being registered at the
Badalpur police station
and three teams have
been formed to investi-
gate the matter.

The case will be
cracked soon and the
miscreants arrested at
the earliest, the officer
added.

Jan Suvidha Kendra operator alleges
Rs 4.12 lakh loot in Greater Noida

Probe underway Ahmedabad, Jun 20 (PTI): 

A young couple from
Naroda area in Gujarat’s
Ahmedabad city who
planned to enter the US ille-
gally has been held hostage
in Iran by a Pakistani agent
who has sought money for
their release, police said.

A process was on to regis-
ter an FIR in this connection
at Krushnanagar Police
Station in Naroda area and
the Ahmedabad city crime
branch has started an inves-

tigation into the matter,
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Crime) Chaitanya
Mandlik said on Monday.
Since the incident has taken
place outside the country,
the crime branch will ap-
proach the Indian Embassy
in Iran with all details to se-
cure the release of the cou-
ple, identified as Pankaj
Patel and his wife Nisha
Patel, both aged 29, the offi-
cial said. As per details
shared with Krushnanagar
police by the couple’s family,
the two wanted to enter the
US illegally and came in
contact with a Hyderabad-

based agent who arranged
for their air tickets. As per
the agent’s plan, the couple
was supposed to land at
Tehran in Iran and then pro-
ceed further as per instruc-
tions, police said. However,
after they landed at Tehran
airport a few days back, a
Pakistani agent took them
to a hotel and held them
hostage for ransom, officials
said. The Pakistani agent
and his accomplices
thrashed Pankaj Patel and
sent a video to his kin and
sought a huge amount of
money to release the couple,
they added.

Gujarat couple seeking to enter US
illegally held captive in Iran 

By Pak agent

TRIAL RUN

The new panoramic toy train coaches during a trial run on the Kalka-Shimla rail track, in Shimla, Tuesday.

Aurangabad, Jun 20 (PTI): 

Eleven labourers en-
gaged in well digging work
and kept chained by con-
tractors to prevent them
from escaping have been
rescued by police in
Maharashtra’s Osmanabad
district, an official said on
Tuesday.

After being freed on
Saturday, the labourers
narrated their ordeal say-
ing they were made to work
12 hours daily, not paid any
money for the work, provid-
ed food just once a day and
forced to answer nature’s
call in the well itself where
they worked, he said.

The police have so far ar-
rested four persons, includ-
ing two contractors, in this
connection, the official

said.
The labourers were de-

ployed by contractors two-
three months back for well
digging work in
Khamaswadi and
Wakharwadi villages
under Dhoki police station
limits in Osmanabad
where they were wrongful-
ly confined and tortured,
assistant police inspector
Jagdish Raut told PTI.

One of the labourers had
managed to escape and
reached his native place in
Hingoli district where he
informed local police about
the torture, he said. The
Hingoli police contacted
their counterparts at Dhoki
in Osmanabad on Saturday
and teams were formed to
conduct checks at the speci-
fied site.

“When a police team
reached Wakharwadi vil-
lage, it found five labourers
working in a well. When
they were questioned, they

informed that they were
made to work for 12 hours
every day and tied with
chains during night so that
they don’t escape,” Raut
said.

The five labourers were
subsequently rescued, he
said. They informed that
six more labourers were
working in the nearby
Khamaswadi village and
they were also in a similar
situation, he said.

The six labourers in
Khamaswadi were also
later rescued, he said.

“When we questioned
the labourers, they said
they were given food just
once a day and forced to an-
swer nature’s call in the
well itself. Later, the human
waste was sent up on the
surface in a basket. The
labourers were sent into
the well at around 7 am
every day and taken out
after 12 hours of work,”
Raut said.

11 labourers tied with chains 
rescued in Osmanabad

Narrate inhuman
treatment during
work
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Beijing, Jun 20 (AP):

The United States and
China may be back to talk-
ing at a high level, but
their battle for global
power and influence re-
mains unchecked and mu-
tual suspicion still runs
deep. US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken set
low goals for his visit to
Beijing this week, and he
met them. About the most
the rivals can hope for
these days is to stop things
getting much worse.

Blinken pointed to diffi-
cult days ahead, while
China’s foreign ministry
warned the relationship
was in a downward spiral.

“It was clear coming in
that the relationship was
at a point of instability,
and both sides recognised
the need to work to sta-
bilise it,” Blinken said of
the reason for his trip.

“And specifically, we be-
lieve that it’s important to
establish better lines of
communication, open
channels of communica-
tion, both to address mis-
perceptions, miscalcula-
tions and to ensure that
that competition doesn’t
veer into conflict.”

The two-day visit to the
Chinese capital helped re-
store top-level ties, but
China rebuffed a US re-
quest to resume military-
to-military contacts.
Neither government ap-
pears convinced of the
other’s honesty.

While the two countries
say they’re not enemies in-
tent on harming each
other, they’re not pretend-
ing to be friends.

After meeting with
Chinese President Xi
Jinping on Monday,
Blinken acknowledged en-
trenched differences.

“We have no illusions
about the challenges of
managing this relation-
ship. There are many is-
sues on which we pro-
foundly, even vehemently,
disagree,” he said.

Xi sounded a similar
note, but suggested that
the rivalry could be over-
come. “The competition
among major countries is
not in line with the trend
of the times and cannot
solve the problems of the
United States itself and
the challenges facing the
world,” he told Blinken.

“China respects the in-
terests of the United
States and will not chal-
lenge or supplant the
United States. Similarly,
the United States should
also respect China and not
harm its legitimate rights
and interests.”

Danny Russel, the top
US diplomat for Asia dur-

ing the Obama adminis-
tration who is currently
vice president of the Asia
Society Policy Institute in
New York, said these so-
called “negative assur-
ances” - that China re-
spects the US and is not
looking to displace the
United States and that the
US is not trying to contain
or hinder China - are im-
portant to prevent a col-
lapse in ties.

“Both sides clearly used
the visit to help stabilise
the relationship, which
has been lurching toward
dangerously intense con-
frontation,” he said.

And, although both the
US and China mentioned
specific disagreements, es-
pecially about Taiwan,
Russel said that “the pub-
lic statements by the two
sides were notably posi-
tive, particularly by recent
standards.”

US and China hold top-level talks,
but their rivalry remains unchecked

GRIEVING UNITY EMBRACES

People, including relatives, pay their last respects at the coffin of volunteer soldier Ivan Shulga, a sound producer
in TV channels and musician, killed in a battle with the Russian troops near Bakhmut, during a farewell ceremony
in Independence Square in Kyiv, Ukraine, Tuesday, June 20.

Islamabad, Jun 20 (PTI):

Cash-strapped Pakistan
has constituted a negotia-
tion committee to finalise
a deal with the UAE for
handing over its Karachi
port terminals as it seeks
to raise an emergency
fund amid uncertainty
over the revival of a
stalled loan from the IMF,
according to a media re-
port on Tuesday.

Finance Minister Ishaq
Dar chaired the meeting of
the Cabinet Committee on
I n t e r - G o v e r n m e n t a l
Commercial Transactions.

The meeting decided to
set up a committee to ne-
gotiate a commercial
agreement between the
Karachi Port Trust (KPT)
and the UAE government,
The Express Tribune
newspaper reported.

It quoted the decision of
the meeting that the nego-
tiation committee has also
been permitted to finalise
a draft operation, mainte-
nance, investment, and de-
velopment agreement
under the government-to-
government arrange-
ments with a nominated

agency of the UAE for
handing over the Karachi
port terminals.

The negotiation com-
mittee set up to finalise a
framework agreement will
be headed by the Minister
for Maritime Affairs,
Faisal Sabzwari.

The committee mem-
bers include the additional
secretaries of Finance and
Foreign Affairs, the spe-
cial assistant to PM
Jehanzeb Khan, the
Chairman of the Karachi
Port Terminal (KPT), and
the general managers of
the KPT.

The UAE government
had shown interest in ac-
quiring the Karachi port
terminals that were under
the administrative control
of the Pakistan
International Containers
Terminals (PICT) last
year.

This move to constitute
the negotiation committee
may lead to the first inter-
governmental transaction
under a law enacted last
year to raise emergency
funds. Last year,
Pakistan’s coalition gov-
ernment enacted the

I n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l
Commercial Transactions
Act, aimed at selling state
assets on a fast-track basis
to raise funds.

The country is in dire
need of additional money
amid uncertainty over the
revival of the USD 6.5 bil-
lion deal with the
International Monetary
Fund (IMF) which was ini-
tially signed in 2019 and is
set to expire by the end of
this month.

Sources indicate that
the government needs to
be extra careful when fi-
nalising a deal with the
UAE, as it will be the first
transaction of its kind,
and the outgoing operator
is also posing some chal-
lenges, the report said.

Meanwhile, Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
held a meeting with the
ambassadors of key coun-
tries to get support for the
revival of the stalled IMF
deal. The government is
making a last-ditch effort
to get the unpaid portion
of the USD 6.5 billion
packages, which was
signed in 2019 and would
terminate on June 30.

Pakistan considers UAE
deal for Karachi Port

Islamabad, Jun 20 (PTI):

Pakistan, currently in
the throes of a major polit-
ical as well as economic
crisis, has started prepara-
tions for the general elec-
tions with a meeting of the
election body chaired by
its chief reviewing the
arrangements made so far
to organise polls in a fair
and free manner later this
year.

Chief Election
Commissioner Sikandar
Sultan Raja was briefed by
the officials of the
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP), a constitu-
tional body tasked to or-
ganise elections in the
country, according to an of-
ficial statement.

The current National
Assembly will complete its
five-year term on August
12 and the fresh general
election must be conduct-
ed within 60 days as laid
down in the Constitution
of Pakistan. Raja was in-
formed about the prepara-

tions for the upcoming
general elections and the
arrangements made so far,
showing that the ECP had
taken several preliminary
measures to organise polls
in a fair and free manner.

“The necessary election
material and paper for bal-
lot paper have been pro-
cured and a list of polling
stations has been pre-
pared,” he was told.

The ECP has already an-
nounced July 13 as the last
date for registration, ex-
clusion and validation of
voters in the voters’ list for
the elections and the ECP
already started an aware-
ness campaign for voters
to get enrolled.

The elections will also
be held for the four provin-
cial assemblies. The as-
semblies of Punjab and
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa
were dissolved in January
by Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf chief Imran Khan to
force early elections but
his move could not suc-
ceed. The development

comes as Khan is strug-
gling to keep his flocks to-
gether after more than 100
senior leaders quit the
party following wide-
spread violence after his
arrest by paramilitary per-
sonnel on May 9. He was
later released on bail.

Over 20 military instal-
lations and state buildings
including military head-
quarters in Rawalpindi
were damaged or torched
in the violent protests that
followed Khan’s arrest.

Khan is facing over 140
cases. The cases mostly re-
late to terrorism, inciting
the public to violence,
arson attacks, blasphemy,
attempted murder, corrup-
tion and fraud.

He was ousted from
power in April last year
after losing a no-confi-
dence vote in his leader-
ship, which he alleged was
part of a US-led conspira-
cy targeting him for his in-
dependent foreign policy
on Russia, China and
Afghanistan.

Pakistan election body starts
preparation for general elections

Jakarta, Jun 20 (AP):

The Association of
Southeast Asian Nations is
moving ahead with plans
for joint naval exercises in
September, the first held by
countries in the bloc on
their own, at a time when
several are responding
more strongly to increasing
Chinese assertiveness in
the area.

The Indonesian military
said on Tuesday that
ASEAN member countries
held an initial planning con-
ference for the joint exercis-
es, to be held September 18-
25 near a disputed area of
the South China Sea, de-
spite scepticism from
Cambodia.

China says the vast ma-
jority of the South China
Sea lies within its “nine-
dash line”, which it uses to
demarcate what it considers
its maritime border. That
has brought it into tense
standoffs with the ASEAN
nations of Indonesia,
Vietnam, Malaysia, Brunei
and the Philippines, with
Chinese fishing boats and

military vessels becoming
more aggressive in the dis-
puted waters.

Indonesia’s military
chief, Adm. Yudo Margono,
initially said the exercises
would take place in an area
of the South China Sea
which Indonesia renamed
the North Natuna Sea in
2017 to underscore its claim
that the area, which in-
cludes natural gas fields, is
part of its exclusive eco-
nomic zone.

Similarly, the Philippines
has named part of what it
considers its territorial wa-
ters the West Philippine
Sea.

In a statement on
Tuesday, however,
Indonesia, which holds the
rotating chair of ASEAN,
said the exercise is now
being planned for the wa-
ters of South Natuna, just
outside the nine-dash line.

ASEAN members
Cambodia and Myanmar,
which maintain close ties
with China, declined to take
part in the planning confer-
ence, according to the
Indonesian military.

ASEAN nations plan joint
navy drills amid South

China Sea Tensions

DIPLOMATIC REFUGEE ENGAGEMENT

U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, second from left, participates in a World
Refugee Day Event with British Foreign Secretary James Cleverly, left, at the
Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral, in London, Tuesday, June 20.

PM Modi to meet
over two dozen

thought leaders in
New York

NNeeww  YYoorrkk,,  JJuunn  2200  ((PPTTII))::  Prime
Minister Narendra Modi will
meet here on Tuesday over
two dozen thought leaders
from various walks of life,
including Nobel laureates,
economists, artists, scientists,
scholars, entrepreneurs, acad-
emicians and health sector
experts.

These include entrepreneur
and Tesla and Twitter owner
Elon Musk, astrophysicist and
author Neil deGrasse Tyson,
Nobel laureate economist Paul
Romer, author Nicholas
Nassim Taleb and investor Ray
Dalio. Other notable personal-
ities are Falu Shah, Jeff Smith,
Michael Froman, Daniel
Russel, Elbridge Colby, Peter
Agre, Stephen Klasko and
Chandrika Tandon, officials
said.



The Essence of 
International Yoga Day 

On the occasion of International
Yoga Day, people from all walks of
life join together to celebrate the
timeless practice of yoga. The
event attracts participants ranging
from diplomats, artists, academi-
cians, and entrepreneurs, showcas-
ing the diverse representation of
individuals embracing this ancient
tradition. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, a strong advocate for yoga,
will lead the celebrations at the UN
headquarters, reaffirming the pro-
found impact of yoga on individuals
and communities worldwide.

The roots of yoga trace back to
ancient India, where it has been
practiced for thousands of years.
Yoga is more than just physical
exercise; it is a holistic approach to
achieving unity of mind, body, and
spirit. Prime Minister Modi suc-
cinctly captured the essence of
yoga when he stated, “Yoga
embodies unity of mind and body;
thought and action; restraint and
fulfillment; harmony between man
and nature; a holistic approach to
health and well-being.” This pro-
found unity extends beyond oneself
and fosters a connection with the
world and nature.

Through yoga, individuals dis-
cover the inherent oneness within
themselves and their surroundings.
It provides a transformative jour-
ney towards self-realization,

enabling practitioners to attain
physical fitness, mental clarity, and
emotional balance. The regular
practice of yoga postures (asanas),
breathing techniques (pranayama),
and meditation cultivates inner
awareness, reducing stress, anxi-
ety, and promoting overall well-
being.

Global Outreach and Impact
The remarkable growth of

International Yoga Day since its
inception reflects the widespread
recognition of yoga’s benefits. The
resolution introduced by India at
the United Nations General
Assembly received an overwhelm-
ing endorsement from 175 member
states, emphasizing the signifi-
cance of individuals and popula-
tions adopting healthier lifestyles
and making informed choices for
their well-being.

The Modi government has been
dedicated to elevating the profile
of yoga both within India and on
the global stage. Over the years,
mass yoga sessions have been
organized across the country,
engaging people from all walks of
life. This year’s celebration is
expected to witness the participa-
tion of approximately 25 crore (250
million) individuals, a testament to
the tremendous response from the
public.

The theme for this year’s
International Yoga Day is “Yoga for
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam,” which
translates to “The world is one fam-
ily.” This ancient principle, rooted
in Indian heritage, emphasizes the
interconnectedness of humanity.
Yoga serves as a unifying force that

transcends boundaries, fostering a
sense of harmony and kinship
among individuals across the
globe.

The impact of International Yoga
Day extends beyond traditional
boundaries, with special events
planned worldwide. The “Ocean
Ring of Yoga” will see Indian naval
ships stationed at nine ports glob-
ally, promoting the practice of
yoga. Additionally, yoga demon-
strations will take place at Indian
research bases in the Arctic and
Antarctica, further highlighting the
universality of yoga.

In India, various initiatives have
been launched to maximize partici-
pation and spread the benefits of
yoga. The “Yoga Bharatmala” ini-
tiative will witness a synchronized
chain of yoga demonstrations by
the Indian Army, Indian Navy,
Indian Air Force, ITBP, BSF, and
BRO.

The “Yoga Sagarmala” initiative
aims to bring yoga to the Indian
coastline, while a remarkable
demonstration will take place on
the flight deck of INS Vikrant,
showcasing the integration of yoga
into the armed forces.

To ensure widespread participa-
tion, Prime Minister Modi personal-
ly wrote to village heads, urging
them to observe International Yoga
Day in their communities, including
Anganwadi centers, health and
wellness centers, and schools. The
engagement of common service
centers and Ayush Health and
Wellness Centers further enhances
the reach of this celebration, mak-
ing it accessible to individuals

across the country.
Vice President Jagdeep

Dhankhar will lead the national cel-
ebration in Jabalpur, Madhya
Pradesh, where a mass yoga
demonstration will take place in
the presence of Union Minister
Sarbananda Sonowal, Madhya
Pradesh Governor Mangubhai
Patel, Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan, and other dignitaries.

The essence of International
Yoga Day extends beyond the phys-
ical practice of asanas. It serves as
a powerful platform to address var-
ious health challenges faced by the
global community. The practice of
yoga has been proven to enhance
physical fitness, boost immunity,
and alleviate stress and anxiety. By
promoting yoga as a holistic
approach to well-being,
International Yoga Day contributes
to the overall improvement of pub-
lic health and encourages individu-
als to make healthier lifestyle
choices.

Moreover, the celebration of
International Yoga Day highlights
the rich cultural heritage of India
and its contributions to the world.
Yoga, deeply rooted in ancient
Indian traditions, is a gift to human-
ity that transcends borders and cul-
tural differences. It serves as a
bridge that connects individuals
from diverse backgrounds, foster-
ing mutual respect, understanding,
and unity.  

(The views and opinions
expressed in this article are those
of the author and do not necessari-
ly reflect the official policy or posi-
tion of the newspaper.)
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Manipur Crisis
The ongoing turmoil in
Manipur, aptly labeled
“Manipur Mayhem,” poses
a grave threat to communal
harmony in the state. Since
the eruption of ethnic clash-
es on May 3, the situation
has escalated, resulting in
over 100 fatalities, numerous
injuries, and the displace-
ment of approximately
60,000 individuals.
Shockingly, the silence of
the Central government on
this matter is deeply trou-
bling. The deteriorating law
and order situation and the
severe consequences of mis-
handling by the BJP-led
state and Central govern-
ments demand immediate
attention. Ignoring the crisis
is not a viable solution; deci-
sive action is essential to re-
store peace and protect lives.

MK Nair, Raipur

Empathy in Medicine
The National Medical
Commission’s commendable
step to incorporate the “fami-
ly adoption programme” into
the MBBS training curricu-
lum holds immense promise.
By exposing medical stu-
dents to the social and emo-
tional aspects of adoption,
this initiative nurtures a
more comprehensive ap-
proach to healthcare. It culti-
vates empathy and under-
standing, particularly to-
wards the unique needs and
challenges faced by rural
communities. However, the
success of such a program
hinges on effective imple-
mentation. Furthermore, to
strengthen primary health-
care facilities, it is crucial to
offer competitive and attrac-
tive remuneration packages.
Motivating young doctors to
serve in rural areas is vital
for ensuring accessible and
quality curative healthcare
for all.

Shivanshu Gupta,
Korba

Rural Healthcare
Empowerment

The NMC’s constructive ini-
tiative holds tremendous po-
tential in comprehending
the healthcare challenges
prevalent in rural areas. By
actively engaging medical
students in rural dispen-
saries and primary health
centers, they gain invaluable
practical experience in pro-
viding healthcare in these
settings. Moreover, this ini-
tiative can contribute to the
overall improvement of
healthcare services in rural
regions. To further enhance
its effectiveness, it is crucial
to provide incentives, sup-
port, and opportunities for
professional growth, rather
than resorting to coercive
measures. It is essential to
ensure that the adoption of
rural families remains more
than a mere formality for ob-
taining an MBBS degree.

Shiv Kumar Mishra,
Raipur
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Artists perform during the annual Rath Yatra or chariot procession of Lord Jagannath, in Prayagraj, Tuesday, June 20.

RATH YATRA

MANOJ KUMAR K P

Embracing the Unity of Mind and Body

Rajender Kumar Sharma

All public religious rituals give the
message of love, brotherhood and
“harmony”.  We try to limit the
omnipresence of God to narrow cir-
cles.  All religious rituals subtly
affect our minds and brain.  All reli-
gious rituals are performed sym-
bolically to spiritualize us and con-
vey profound meaning at a subtle
level.  But instead of going to its
root, we try to give form of show to
religious rituals as well. Lord
Jagannath, the incarnation of Lord
Vishnu, is the presiding deity of
Orissa or Utkal region.  The temple

of Lord Jagannath is an important
Hindu temple in Puri, Odisha, as
well as a major center of Hindu
faith.  It is important to compre-
hend the profound spirituality
behind the organization of the
world-famous Rath Yatra of Lord
Jagannath. Sankhya philosophy
believes that the soul resides
beyond the 24 elements of the
body. The chariot’s form exudes
devotion. He produces spritual
sound (dhun ) while walking. It
receives the holy touch of the
devotees. The chariot is made of
intelligence, mind and ego. The
names of the chariots of the Rath
Yatra like Darp Dalan i.e. the
destroyer of ego, Raksha Tal i.e.
the one who reduces the number of
demons (evils) etc. indicate the
adoption of high ideals of life. Lord
Jagannath in the form of a soul
resides in such a body in the form
of a chariot. In this way, Rath Yatra
is a symbol of union of body and
soul and inspires to maintain self-
vision. At the time of Rath Yatra,
the chariot is operated by the soul-
rich body, which is the symbol of
the journey of life. Although there

is a soul in the body, it does not
operate by itself, but it is operated
by Maya. Similarly, even when Lord
Jagannath is seated, the chariot
does not move on its own, rather
people’s power is needed to pull it.
Lord Jagannath’s Rath Yatra will be
taken out on the second date of
Shukla Paksha of Ashadh month
i.e. 20 June 2023. This Rath Yatra is
world famous. People come from
every corner of the world to join
this journey. According to the
Puranas, Goddess Subhadra, the
sister of Lord Jagannath, once
expressed her desire to see the
city. After which Jagannath ji and
Balabhadra went to visit the city
sitting on the chariot of their sister
Subhadra. After which he also
went to his aunt’s house in
Gundicha and stayed here for 8
days. On the 10th day of Ashadh
Shukla, the chariot again leaves for
the temple. On the 11th day the
doors of the temple are opened. On
this day devotees take a bath and
visit the Lord. Since then the tradi-
tion of taking out this Rath Yatra is
going on. Queen Gundicha was the
wife of King Indradyumna, an

ardent devotee of Lord Jagannath,
hence the queen is called the aunt
of Lord Jagannath. Gajapati
Maharaj of Puri sweeps with the
golden broom. It is believed that
the path through which the chariot
of God passes becomes holy and
the person participating in the Rath
Yatra  attains salvation along with
relief from suffering.
Preparation for Rath Yatra is start-
ed every year from Basant
Panchami itself. This happens
once a year when the idols are
taken out from the “ garbh grah “
of the temple, and their Rath Yatra
is performed. After this they are
again seated in place. According to
the order of the three chariots
involved in the journey, Balram’s
chariot, Taladhwaj, remains at the
forefront, the second chariot of
sister Goddess Subhadra, which is
called Darpa Dalan and the last
chariot of Shri Krishna, which is
known as Nandighosh or
Garundhwaj.
In the Rath Yatra, Jagannath is
worshiped in the form of ten
avatars, among them Vishnu,
Krishna and Vamana and Buddha.

It is proved by many stories that
Lord Jagannath is a wonderful con-
fluence of different religions, opin-
ions and beliefs.  It is believed that
Sikh ruler Maharaja Ranjit Singh
donated gold for the construction
of this temple.  The Jagannath
Temple of Puri is in itself a won-
derful example of religious toler-
ance and harmony. The cultural
and mythological scene present
during the Rath Yatra is viewed by
all  from the perspective of harmo-
ny, brotherhood and unity.  The
reverence and devotion with which
all the people sit together in the
Puri temple and receive the Prasad
of Shri Jagannath ji reflects the
spirit of “Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam”.  Lord Jagannath’s
Rath Yatra can be considered as a
thread of cultural, religious unity
and seamless coordination of the
country.

(Sr. Educationist & Columnist,
Dehradun, Uttrakhand. The views
and opinions expressed in this arti-
cle are those of the author and do
not necessarily reflect the official
policy or position of the newspa-
per.)

The Rath Yatra of Lord Jagannath

A rtificial Intelligence (AI) has undoubtedly emerged as a game-
changer, holding the potential to transform our world in unprece-

dented ways. Its influence on various aspects of human life is both fasci-
nating and thought-provoking. As AI continues to advance at an astonish-
ing pace, it compels us to ponder over its significance in shaping the
future of mankind. This article aims to delve into the vast potential of AI
while shedding light on the implications and challenges it presents for our
collective future. To comprehend the essence of AI, it is crucial to under-
stand its fundamental concept. AI refers to the development of intelligent
machines that possess the ability to perform tasks typically requiring
human intelligence. These tasks encompass speech recognition, problem-
solving, decision-making, learning, and even creativity. AI systems are
designed to analyze massive amounts of data, detect patterns, and gen-
erate predictions or decisions based on the analysis. The potential appli-
cations of AI span a wide spectrum. In the realm of healthcare, AI can
assist in disease diagnosis, personalized treatment planning, and even
precise surgical procedures. In transportation, AI-powered self-driving
cars hold the promise of reducing accidents and improving overall effi-
ciency. Moreover, AI has the capacity to revolutionize industries such as
finance, manufacturing, agriculture, entertainment, and many others.
One of the key advantages of AI lies in its ability to rapidly process and
analyze vast volumes of data. This empowers AI systems to identify intri-
cate patterns and make predictions that can prove invaluable in numer-
ous fields. For instance, AI algorithms in finance can analyze market
trends and offer investment recommendations. In weather forecasting, AI
models can process copious amounts of data from sensors and satellites
to provide accurate predictions. The ability to harness the power of data
makes AI an indispensable tool for solving complex problems and
enabling well-informed decision-making. Furthermore, AI has the poten-
tial to enhance our daily lives in unprecedented ways. Virtual assistants
like Siri, Alexa, and Google Assistant have already become integral parts
of many households, providing information, playing music, and control-
ling smart devices. AI-driven recommendation systems on streaming plat-
forms and e-commerce websites help us discover new movies, music, or
products tailored to our preferences. As AI continues to advance, we can
anticipate more personalized and intuitive interactions with technology,
leading to a seamless integration of AI into our everyday routines.
However, amid the promises and potential of AI, there are also concerns
and challenges that demand attention. One significant concern revolves
around the impact of AI on the job market. As AI systems become increas-
ingly capable, there is apprehension that numerous jobs may become
automated, leading to unemployment and economic inequality. While it is
true that certain jobs may be replaced by AI, historical evidence suggests
that technological advancements often create new job opportunities. It is
imperative for governments, businesses, and educational institutions to
adapt by providing retraining programs and supporting the development
of skills that complement AI technology. Ethical considerations surround-
ing AI are another critical aspect that cannot be overlooked. AI systems
rely on algorithms and data, which are not immune to biases and preju-
dices inherent in the human input and data collection process. AI undeni-
ably holds enormous potential to shape the future of mankind. Its ability
to revolutionize various industries, enhance decision-making, and
improve daily lives is remarkable. However, realizing the full benefits of
AI requires careful navigation of the challenges it presents.

A s Prime Minister Narendra Modi embarks on his state visit to the
United States, the focus on enhancing defence cooperation

between the two nations takes center stage. With discussions on trade,
investment, and technology partnerships also on the agenda, the visit
holds significant importance for bilateral relations. Prime Minister
Modi’s visit underscores the commitment of both India and the US to
foster a robust strategic partnership. One of the key outcomes expect-
ed from the visit is the unveiling of the Defence Industrial Cooperation
Roadmap. This comprehensive roadmap aims to promote collaboration
in co-production, co-development, and supply chain management
within the defence sector. By strengthening defence industrial ecosys-
tems and facilitating greater synergy between the two countries, the
roadmap aims to bolster strategic ties and deepen the cooperation in
the realm of defence. Defence cooperation has long been recognized
as a crucial pillar of the India-US relationship. The robust and dynam-
ic nature of this partnership is evident through the extensive bilateral
military exercises, staff-to-staff engagements, and the deployment of
US equipment and platforms by India. Such collaborations not only
enhance the capabilities of both armed forces but also contribute to
regional security and stability. Amidst the discussions on defence
cooperation, it is essential to address the challenges posed by inci-
dents like the recent attempts to incite violence outside the Indian
embassy in Washington. The concerns regarding the underlying intent
and goals of such attacks have been actively shared with the respec-
tive countries. It is imperative for both India and the US to collaborate
closely in countering such threats and ensuring the safety and securi-
ty of diplomatic missions. In addition to defence ties, the visit provides
an opportunity to strengthen trade and investment relations. Prime
Minister Modi’s engagements with President Joe Biden and top busi-
ness leaders aim to promote bilateral trade and explore avenues for
investment. The focus on technology cooperation, including areas like
telecom, space, and manufacturing, demonstrates the shared vision of
India and the US in harnessing innovation for mutual growth and devel-
opment. The visit also serves as a platform to celebrate the cultural
and people-to-people ties between the two nations. Prime Minister
Modi’s participation in the International Yoga Day celebrations at the
United Nations headquarters not only highlights India’s rich heritage
but also promotes the significance of holistic well-being on a global
scale. The address to the Indian-American community further
strengthens the bond between the two countries, as the diaspora con-
tinues to play a pivotal role in fostering ties and promoting shared val-
ues. Despite anticipated protests, it is crucial to recognize the positive
interest and enthusiasm surrounding the visit. The deep-rooted posi-
tive sentiment towards the visit among various sections of American
society showcases the genuine desire to enhance the India-US rela-
tionship. The strategic partnership between the two nations extends
beyond their bilateral interests and holds the potential to contribute
positively to global developments. While the visit focuses primarily on
bilateral cooperation, it is worth acknowledging India’s approach
towards its neighboring country, Myanmar. India’s clear position on
Myanmar, marked by extensive humanitarian assistance and develop-
ment cooperation, emphasizes the commitment to peace and stability
in the region. As a responsible neighbor, India seeks to support
Myanmar’s progress while ensuring the welfare of its people. Prime
Minister Modi’s visit to the United States is a milestone in the India-US
relationship. The extensive discussions on defence cooperation, trade,
and investment, along with engagements with top leaders and busi-
ness executives, highlight the significance of this visit. As both coun-
tries strive to deepen their strategic partnership, it is essential to lever-
age this opportunity to strengthen bilateral ties, foster mutual growth,
and contribute to global peace and stability.

Decoding the Destiny

A Strategic Imperative
Strengthening India-US Defence Ties

AI as the Future of Mankind

Central Chronicle invites articles, write-ups, and comments on a wide range of
issues for our editorial page. Submissions should be between 800-900 words in
length. In addition, we welcome letters to the editor for this page. While letters

may be edited for clarity, we aim to preserve the integrity of the original message,
and ask that they be kept to around 50-60 words. Submissions can be sent via

email to editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com.

Symbolizes the spiritual union of body and soul

International Yoga Day Today

International Yoga Day, celebrated annually on June 21st, has become a momentous occasion that unites people
from across the globe. Initiated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in 2014, this global celebration of yoga has
garnered immense support, with over 180 countries participating. The United Nations’ proclamation of this day
as the International Day of Yoga has been a remarkable achievement for India, elevating its global profile and
promoting holistic well-being. As the world prepares to mark the ninth annual International Yoga Day, the sig-
nificance of yoga as a pathway to inner harmony, physical health, and spiritual growth cannot be overstated.



CENTRAL CHRONICLE, RAIPUR,  WEDNESDAY, JUNE  21,  2023

BRIEF

Airavat Capital
Mumbai: Airavat
Capital, a public equi-
ties investment firm
focused on technolo-
gy-enabled business-
es, has launched a
USD40 million fund
tech fund. This fund
seeks to raise money
from HNIs and institu-
tional investors which
will be deployed to
leverage the technolo-
gy ecosystem. Also,
the fund will be based
out of Gift City, the
company said claim-
ing this to the first
global technology
fund to be based out of
the IFSC.

InterGlobe Aviation
New Delhi: Shares
of InterGlobe
Aviation climbed
nearly 3 per cent to
hit its 52-week high
level during the trade
on Tuesday, a day
after IndiGo an-
nounced placing a
firm order to buy 500
narrow-body planes
from Airbus. The
stock of the parent of
IndiGo gained 2.76
per cent to hit its 52-
week high of Rs
2,499.95 during the
day on the BSE.
However, later it
trimmed most of the
early gains and
ended almost flat at
Rs 2,438.35, up 0.23
per cent. At the NSE,
shares of the compa-
ny advanced 2.37 per
cent to its 52-week
high of Rs 2,490 in
intra-day trade.

STL 
Mumbai: STL (NSE:
STLTECH), a leading
optical and digital solu-
tions company, an-
nounced its readiness to
offer testing of optical
fibre and cable products,
in accordance with the
guidelines of the
Mandatory Testing and
Certification of
Telecom Equipment
(MTCTE), a taskforce
set by the Department of
Telecommunications.

SBICAPS
Mumbai: SBICAPS, a
wholly owned sub-
sidiary and investment
banking arm of State
Bank of India (SBI) on
Monday announced
the opening of its new
corporate office in
Bandra Kurla
Complex, shifting from
Cuffe Parade, Mumbai.
Inaugurated by Dinesh
Khara, Chairman,
State Bank of India
(SBI), in the presence of
Swaminathan J, MD
(CB & Subsidiaries),
C.S. Setty, MD
(International
Banking, Global
Markets &
Technology), Ashwani
Kumar Tewari, MD
(Risk, Compliance &
SARG), Alok Kumar
Choudhary, MD (Retail
Business &
Operations) and
Amitava Chatterjee,
Managing Director &
CEO, SBICAPS.

GIM 
Panaji: The Goa
Institute of
Management (GIM)
has emerged as the
proud recipient of
the highly coveted
International
Flourish Award 2023
for their remarkable
story on Sustainable
Development Goal 10
(SDG 10). GIM's com-
mitment to promot-
ing reduced inequal-
ities and fostering
innovation has
earned them this
prestigious recogni-
tion. GIM has
bagged this presti-
gious international
award as the only
Indian recipient,
marking it as the
third consecutive
year of achievement.

AVIATION PARTNERSHIP SEALED

Yacine Benslimane, CEO of Air Algeria, poses for a photo with representatives of
Boeing after signing a contract at the Paris Air Show in Le Bourget, north of Paris,
France, Tuesday, June 20.

New Delhi, Jun 20 (PTI):

Union minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia on
Tuesday said India has set
another landmark in the
civil aviation sector, as he
hailed a deal signed be-
tween IndiGo and airplane
manufacturer Airbus.

In one of the largest-
ever aircraft purchases by
an airline, IndiGo on
Monday announced plac-
ing a firm order to buy 500
narrow-body planes from
Airbus.

"This landmark transac-
tion comes very close on
the heels of the Air India
order of 470 aircraft -- 250
with Airbus and 220 with
Boeing. India has set an-
other landmark with this
largest-ever recorded

order by a carrier with
any aircraft manufacturer
in the world," Scindia said.

The civil aviation minis-
ter said investment in the
sector has a "multiplier ef-
fect" and every dollar in-
vested yields results that
are three times higher in
terms of growth.

"What is also important
to understand is the multi-

plier effect of civil avia-
tion, the direct and indi-
rect multiplier effect,
every dollar invested in
civil aviation yields 3.1 dol-
lars in terms of new
growth as well as employ-
ment multiplier. Every di-
rect job in civil aviation re-
sults in 6.1 jobs in the sec-
tor," he said.

"Not only is the airline

sector growing from a fleet
size of 400 in 2014, we have
witnessed a 75-per cent
growth. We have wit-
nessed the birth of many
countrywide carriers, re-
gional carriers and many
others. But we have also
witnessed orders being
placed by India's foremost
carriers, which are
greater than the size of
India's total fleet," Scindia
said.

"While we look at ex-
panding the fleet over the
next seven to 10 years, we
are also looking at expand-
ing our infrastructure
footprints," he added.

The multi-billion-dollar
IndiGo-Airbus deal comes
less than five months after
Air India placed orders for
470 aircraft with Airbus
and Boeing. The IndiGo
order is the largest-ever
aircraft order placed by
any airline with Airbus.

Another landmark in civil
aviation sector: Scindia

IndiGo’s order with
Airbus for 500 planes

Panaji, Jun 20 (PTI):

Union Minister of State
for Tourism Shripad Naik
has said the central gov-
ernment recognises the im-
mense potential of cruise
tourism and is committed
to position the country as a
"global cruise hub".

Naik was on Monday ad-
dressing a side event -
'Making Cruise Tourism a
Model for Sustainable and
Responsible Travel' - dur-
ing the ongoing G20
Tourism Working Group
meeting.

The Union government
aims to "increase cruise
passenger traffic from the
current 0.4 million to 4 mil-
lion," while the economic
potential of cruise tourism
is expected to rise from
USD 110 million to USD 5.5
billion in the years to
come, he said.

"The Government of
India recognises the im-
mense potential of cruise
tourism and is dedicated to

positioning India as a glob-
al cruise hub with state-of-
the-art infrastructure for
both ocean and river cruis-
es," Naik said.

Union Tourism Minister
G Kishen Reddy was also
present on the occasion.

Naik said significant
upgradation and moderni-
sation efforts are under-
way at seven major ports
across the country, includ-
ing the flagship new
International Cruise
Terminal in Mumbai, with
a total cost of approximate-

ly Rs 495 crores. "The icon-
ic sea cruise terminal at
BPX-Indira Dock
(Mumbai) is expected to be
commissioned by July
2024, and will have the ca-
pacity to handle 200 ships
and one million passengers
per annum. Similar infra-
structure upgrades are
also taking place in Goa,
New Mangalore, Kochi,
Chennai, Visakhapatnam,
and Kolkata," he said.

Cruise tourism holds sig-
nificant importance in the
overall tourism sector, con-
tributing to the enhance-
ment of local economies
through employment op-
portunities, additional tax
receipts, foreign exchange
benefits and revenue gen-
eration, Naik said.

"Understanding the per-
ceptions and attitudes of
residents towards tourism
is crucial for future plan-
ning, policy considera-
tions, and successful devel-
opment, marketing, and
operations," he added.

Centre committed to position India
as global cruise hub: Shripad Naik

Mumbai, Jun 20 (PTI):

Benchmark indices
Sensex and Nifty bounced
back from early lows to
close higher in a volatile
session on Tuesday helped
by fag-end buying in IT,
teck, power and utilities
shares.

The 30-share BSE
Sensex settled higher by
159.40 points or 0.25 per
cent to 63,327.70. The index
traded in negative territo-
ry for the most part of the
session and hit a low of
62,801.91.

The NSE Nifty advanced
61.25 points or 0.33 per cent
to end at 18,816.70.

From the Sensex pack,
Tata Motors, HCL
Technologies, Power Grid,
Tech Mahindra, NTPC,
Axis Bank, Kotak
Mahindra Bank, Larsen &
Toubro, Wipro, Nestle,
Tata Consultancy Services
and Infosys were among
the major gainers.

Bajaj Finance, Bajaj
Finserv, Mahindra &

Mahindra, UltraTech
Cement, IndusInd Bank
and State Bank of India
were the major laggards.

"The Indian market
opened cautiously due to
weak global cues, with
heightened concerns over
the Chinese economy fol-
lowing their decision to
cut interest rates after a 10-
month pause.

"Global worries were
amplified by concerns of a
possible rate hike by the
US Fed in its July meeting,
with investors eagerly
awaiting Powell's testimo-
ny. However, the indices

managed to recover smart-
ly, led by upside in IT and
auto stocks," said Vinod
Nair, Head of Research at
Geojit Financial Services.

Markets settled higher
in a volatile trading ses-
sion, in continuation of
the prevailing trend, Ajit
Mishra, SVP - Technical
Research, Religare
Broking Ltd.

"Among the sectoral
pack, financials, IT and
auto-posted decent gains
while defensive viz. phar-
ma and FMCG traded sub-
dued. Amid all, the broader
indices managed to gain

nearly half a per cent
each," Mishra said.

In the broader market,
the BSE midcap gauge
climbed 0.47 per cent and
smallcap index advanced
0.40 per cent. Among the in-
dices, power gained 1.02 per
cent, utilities jumped 0.94
per cent, auto (0.85 per
cent), IT (0.78 per cent), teck
(0.67 per cent) and metal
(0.63 per cent). Services, oil
& gas, energy and industri-
als were the laggrads. In
Asian markets, Tokyo
ended in the green, while
Seoul, Shanghai, and Hong
Kong settled in the negative
territory. Equity markets in
Europe were trading most-
ly lower. The US markets
were closed on Monday on
the observance of the
Juneteenth holida. Global
oil benchmark Brent crude
climbed 1.22 per cent to
USD 77.02 a barrel. Foreign
institutional investors
(FIIs) offloaded equities
worth Rs 1,030.90 crore on
Monday, according to ex-
change data.

Sensex rebounds 159 pts, Nifty closes above 18,800
Raipur, Jun 20:

Lifestyle, India's most-
loved fashion destination,
has announced its highly
anticipated sale event, of-
fering fashion enthusiasts
and trendsetters the
chance to indulge in their
favourite styles at incredi-
ble discounts of up to 50%
off. With an array of
trendiest styles from lead-
ing national and interna-
tional fashion brands,
Lifestyle’s sale with its un-
beatable prices offers a re-
markable opportunity for
fashion lovers to elevate
their wardrobe.

Lifestyle’s commitment
to providing superior fash-
ion at affordable prices
makes it a beloved choice
among fashion enthusi-
asts. The Lifestyle sale will
feature an extensive selec-
tion of clothing, footwear,
handbags, beauty prod-
ucts, sunglasses, watches
and more, all meticulously
curated to showcase the
latest trends and cater to
every fashion need. From

classic designs to contem-
porary styles, there's some-
thing to suit every fashion-
forward individual.

Lifestyle Sale brings
forth an impressive lineup
of top fashion brands like
Levi’s, Puma, Louis
Philippe, Jack & Jones,
Van Heusen, United
Colours of Benetton,
Tommy Hilfiger, Biba,
Fossil, Ginger, Kappa,
Allen Solly, Vero Moda,
Titan, Bossini, Melange,

Guess, Catwalk, Baggit,
Maybelline, and many
more, all offering irre-
sistible deals.

In addition to the irre-
sistible discounts, shop-
pers can expect an effort-
less and enjoyable shop-
ping experience both in
stores and on lifestyle-
stores.com. The sale event
reinforces the brand’s ded-
ication to delivering excep-
tional value to its cus-
tomers.

Lifestyle’s spectacular seasonal sale extravaganza

New Delhi, Jun 21 (PTI):

The government on
Tuesday appointed State
Bank of India (SBI) man-
aging director
S w a m i n a t h a n
Jankiraman as Reserve
Bank Deputy Governor
(DG).

According to an official
notification, the appoint-
ment is for a period of
three years from the date
of joining the post of
Deputy Governor or until
further order.

A Cabinet Secretary-
headed panel interviewed
shortlisted candidates on
June 1 for the post of RBI
Deputy Governor in place
of MK Jain, completing
his extended tenure on
Tuesday. One post of
Deputy Governor is re-

served for a commercial
banker. According to the
RBI Act, 1934, the central
bank should have four
deputy governors -- two
from within the ranks, one
commercial banker and an
economist to head the
monetary policy depart-
ment. The other three
deputy governors are
Michael Debabrata Patra,
M Rajeshwar Rao and T
Rabi Sankar.

Govt appoints Swaminathan
Janakiraman as RBI DG

New Delhi, Jun 20 (PTI):

Gold prices fell by Rs 30
to Rs 60,110 per 10 grams in
the national capital on
Tuesday amid a decline in
precious metal prices glob-
ally, according to HDFC
Securities. In the previous
trade, the yellow metal had
closed at Rs 60,140 per 10
grams. Silver, however,
climbed Rs 220 to Rs 73,500

per kg. "Spot gold in the
Delhi markets traded at Rs
60,110/10 grams, down Rs 30
per 10 grams, taking cues
from overseas markets,"
Saumil Gandhi, Senior
Analyst - Commodities at
HDFC Securities, said. In
the overseas markets, both
gold and silver were trading
down at USD 1,952 per
ounce and USD 23.99 per
ounce, respectively.

Gold falls Rs 30; 
silver climbs Rs 220

Mumbai, Jun 20 (PTI):

The rupee depreciated
by 18 paise to close at
82.12 (provisional)
against the US dollar on
Tuesday amid fresh for-
eign capital outflows and
rising crude prices in the
international market.

At the interbank for-
eign exchange, the do-
mestic unit opened weak
at 82.03 and touched the
intra-day low of 82.17.

The domestic unit set-
tled at 82.12 (provisional)
against the US dollar, reg-
istering a loss of 18 paise
over the previous close.

On Monday, the rupee
settled at 81.94 against

the dollar. The decline in
the rupee can be attrib-
uted to the recovery in
the dollar index and an
increase in crude oil
prices, which put pres-
sure on the rupee, said
Jateen Trivedi, VP

Research Analyst at LKP
Securities.

He said market partici-
pants were eagerly await-
ing US Federal Reserve
Chair Jerome Powell's
upcoming speech, "as it is
expected to provide im-
portant insights".

"In the short term, the
rupee is expected to trade
within the range of 81.70
to 82.25. After experienc-
ing a strong rally over the
past couple of weeks, the
rupee witnessed profit
booking ahead of the sig-
nificant speech. However,
the overall trend for the
rupee remains positive as
long as it holds above
82.40," Trivedi added.

Rupee falls 18 paise to end
at 82.12 against US dollar

Mumbai, Jun 20 (PTI):

The RBI on Tuesday
said its recent instructions
on 'compromise settle-
ments and technical write-
offs' have rationalised the
existing regulatory guid-
ance to banks and tight-
ened some of the related
provisions to ensure
greater transparency.

As part of the bi-month-
ly monetary policy, the
RBI on June 8 issued a
comprehensive regulatory
framework governing
compromise settlements
and technical write-offs
covering all regulated enti-
ties. In a follow-up, the cen-
tral bank on Monday is-
sued FAQs (Frequently

Asked Questions) related
to the June 8 circular.

Bank unions AIBOC
and AIBEA have opposed
the Reserve Bank's move
to allow lenders to settle
loans of wilful defaulters
under compromise settle-
ment.

On whether the RBI has
introduced a new clause
permitting lenders to
enter into compromise set-
tlement with borrowers
classified as fraud or wil-
ful defaulters, the central
bank's FAQs said "No".

"The said provision en-
abling banks to enter into
compromise settlement in
respect of borrowers cate-
gorised as fraud or wilful
defaulter is not a new reg-

ulatory instruction and
has been the settled regu-
latory stance for more
than 15 years," the FAQs
said. It also replied in neg-
ative to a question about
whether the circular di-
lutes the penal measures
applicable to borrowers
classified as wilful default-
ers or fraud.

The FAQs further said
that as a disincentive to
both the lenders and the
borrowers, the circular in-
troduces the concept of a
"cooling period" for nor-
mal cases of compromise
settlement during which
the lender undertaking
settlement shall not take
any fresh exposure on the
borrower entity.

Instructions on compromise settlements
rationalise regulatory norms: RBI

Nilekani donates
Rs 315 crore to 

IIT Bombay
Mumbai, Jun 20 (PTI):
Nandan Nilekani, co-founder and
chairman of Infosys and the
founding chairman of UIDAI, has
donated Rs 315 crore to the
Indian Institute of Technology
(IIT) Bombay. This builds on his
previous grants of Rs 85 crore to
his alma mater. The donation
will help foster world-class infra-
structure, stimulate research in
emerging areas of engineering
and technology, and nurture a
deep tech startup ecosystem at
the famed institution. The dona-
tion, which is one of the largest
donations made by an alumnus
in the country, will serve as the
anchor for IIT-B's vision to
become a global leader among
engineering and technology
institutes and contribute signifi-
cantly towards nation-building, a
joint statement from the institute
and Nilekani said on Tuesday.
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For ages, Indian
sages have recog-
nised yoga as an ex-

cellent means of uniting
the body and mind. Each
year, on June 21st, we
c o m m e m o r a t e
International Yoga Day to
emphasise its immense
value and serenity for the
human body. On this occa-
sion of Yoga Day, &TV
artists share the signifi-
cance of yoga in their
lives. They highlight how
yoga has positively influ-
enced their well-being,
creativity, and overall
journey. These include
Neha Joshi (Yashoda,
Doosri Maa), Himani
Shivpuri (Katori Amma,
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan),
and Vidisha Srivastava
(Anita Bhabi, Bhabiji
Ghar Par Hai).

Vidisha Srivastava, aka
Anita Bhabi from Bhabiji
Ghar Par Hai, shares, “In
an era of social, environ-
mental, and financial tur-
moil, our lives are being
rocked by unprecedented

challenges. Amid these
doomsday circumstances,
yoga has become my "se-

cret key" to attaining ho-
listic well-being. During
the darkest phase of my

life, when my focus was
waning, yoga emerged as
a guiding light, restoring
my mind, spirit, and body
to tranquillity, rejuvena-
tion, and equilibrium. Not
only has yoga helped me
regain my focus, but it has
also enhanced my acting
skills. When I return to
my homeland of
Varanasi, I find solace in
practising pranayama and
laughter yoga alongside
the serene ghats of the
Ganges, accompanied by
my beloved parents. These
practices enable me to re-
lease the burdens of
everyday stress and reju-
venate my soul. With ut-
most conviction, I whole-
heartedly recommend
yoga to everyone as a
transformative force capa-
ble of altering their lives
for the better.” Tune in to
Doosri Maa at 8:00 pm,
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan at
10:00 pm, and Bhabiji
Ghar Par Hai at 10:30 pm,
airing every Monday to
Friday only on &TV!

Fostering daily well-being with Yoga
Actors Varun Dhawan and

Janhvi Kapoor's upcoming
film 'Bawaal' directed by

Nitesh Tiwari will release digitally
in July.

Director Nitesh Tiwari said that
the film's digital release will help in
taking 'Bawaal' to audiences in
India and across borders.

Tiwari said: "Shot across three
Indian locations and five European
countries, 'Bawaal' has a captivat-
ing storyline, dramatic visuals and
absolutely amazing chemistry be-
tween the lead talent Varun and
Jahnvi.

"I believe that the worldwide pre-
miere on Prime Video will help us
take Bawaal to audiences in India
and across borders. We have
worked with immense passion and
commitment to bring this film to
our audiences and now we can't
wait to hear their reactions."

Producer Sajid Nadiadwala said
that 'Bawaal', which will release on
Prime Videos, is a very special film
for him, and one of his most ambi-
tious projects. He added: "It has
been an absolute joy to produce this

film which has been directed by my
most loved filmmaker Nitesh
Tiwari with Varun and Jahnvi giv-
ing their very best, in their first
film together. I am very proud of
'Bawaal', and I am thrilled to an-
nounce its worldwide premiere on
Prime Video this July."

"'Bawaal' is an extraordinary
story with universal appeal, pow-
ered by brilliant performances by

Varun and Jahnvi. Set in the heart-
land of India, the gripping narra-
tive takes viewers on a never-seen-
before journey through Europe. We
believe that a film that is rooted in
India but has a global appeal de-
serves to reach customers not just
in India, but all across the world,"
added Manish Menghani, director
of content licensing at Prime
Video, India.

Varun Dhawan, Janhvi Kapoor-starrer
‘Bawaal’ to release digitally in July

Anjali Tatrari aka
Yuvika from Sony

SAB’s Vanshaj, “Yoga is
like my secret escape
from the crazy hustle and
bustle of life. It's my way
of recharging my mind,
body, and soul, and it
gives me a serious energy
boost! When I hit that
yoga mat, I find this in-
credible sense of calm
and connection that helps
me tackle anything that
comes my way. It's a gen-
tle reminder that caring
for ourselves is non-nego-
tiable, even when we're
crazy busy. Even after a
hectic shoot schedule for
Vanshaj, I make it a point
to find time to do yoga
daily.” Kaveri Priyam
who plays Amrita Brar
on Sony SAB’s Dil Diyaan
Gallaan, “I am a huge
yoga lover. Come may
whatever I ensure to do at
least 30 minutes of yoga
practice in a day. It’s good

for the mind, body, and
soul and allows me to
step back and reflect on
how I’m feeling. Even
meditation for that mat-
ter, rejuvenates me and
allows me to let go of
everything overwhelm-
ing and unpleasant. This
yoga day, we must all
promise ourselves to take
time out of our busy
schedules and focus on
our physical and mental
well-being.”

Sony SAB artists express
feeelings on Yoga Day

Bollywood actress
Kajol, who will be
seen essaying the

role of a lawyer, Noyonika
Sengupta, in the upcoming
streaming series 'The
Trial - Pyaar, Kaanoon,
Dhokha', has opened up
about the tough choices
that she has made so far.

In the show, life brings
her at a complex juncture
where every choice she
makes proves to be a
game-changer not only for
her but for everyone sur-
rounding her.

Elaborating on the
toughest choices in her
life, Kajol said, "Actually, a
lot of instances in my life
made me make tough deci-
sions. The fact that I got
married at the peak of my
career, the fact that I actu-
ally joined the film indus-
try, it was a game changer
for me because I didn't

know whether I wanted to
join the film industry or
not." She further men-
tioned, "I remember my
dad telling me at the time
to think very carefully, be-
cause you know, you're
never going to get rid of
this paint on your face.
Once you put it on, it's on
forever. I remember think-
ing to myself that no,
that's not true, I can take it
off whenever I like. Of
course, time has proved
that he is right."

The show also stars
Sheeba Chaddha, Jisshu
Sengupta, Alyy Khan,
Kubbra Sait and Gaurav
Pandey in key roles.

Produced by Banijay
Asia, 'The Trial - Pyaar,
Kaanoon, Dhokha' is di-
rected by Suparn S. Varma
and will be available to
stream on Disney+
Hotstar from July 14.

Kajol talks about toughest
choices she had to make

ACROSS
1. Use a paper towel
5. Kind
9. Serving perfectly
14. Between continents
15. First man
16. Yuletide tune
17. Final
18. Draw pictures for a book
20. See socially
21. TKO caller
22. Decrease

23. Sandra Day ____
25. "In ____ We Trust"
26. Not present
28. Messy person
32. Deli sausage
36. "____, humbug!"
37. Morse or ZIP
38. Crinkly cloth
39. Cat's sound
40. Fortuneteller's card
41. Common skin problem
42. Above, in poems
43. Snapshot taker

44. Norse god
45. Gasoline, in England
47. Former GI
48. Accompanies
53. President, e.g.
57. Select
58. Extra
59. Respect
61. Concept
62. Fiend
63. Different
64. Small rip
65. Night sound
66. Tinter
67. Lays turf

DOWN
1. Ralph ____ Emerson
2. Thinker ____ Newton
3. Basil sauce
4. Dined
5. Kenya's capital
6. Loafers
7. Young cow
8. Aussie creature
9. Performed
10. Roadsters
11. Deferred savings accts.
12. Memo
13. Secluded valley
19. Laziness
24. Appoint
25. Nibble
27. Reviewer Roger ____
28. Swindle
29. Folk knowledge

30. Perfume
31. Phi ____ Kappa
32. Scram!
33. Curved doorway
34. Comedian Jay ____
35. Impersonator
39. Run into
40. Bath powder
42. "Carmen," e.g.
43. Actor Kevin ____
46. Rest
47. Author Jules ____
49. Fails to include
50. Cowboys' contest
51. Tire pattern
52. Chars
53. Young men
54. Eve's home
55. Military supplies
56. Designer Christian ____
57. Slick
60. Turner or Koppel
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Captivating the
hearts of audi-
ences, Nakuul

Mehta and Disha
Parmar have revived the
magic of Ram and Priya
in the third season of
Bade Acche Lagte Hain
on Sony Entertainment
Television. The ongoing
chapter takes an unex-
pected turn when Ram
and Priya agree to enter
a marriage contract for
3 months, but list multi-
ple conditions as part of
this contract. From not
changing her name after
marriage to demanding
that the toilet seat al-
ways be upwards, Priya
makes it clear that there
is no way she will ever
fall for Mr Kapoor. In
fact, she’s amused by the
notion that he is afraid
that she will be attracted
to him, going so far as to
congratulate him on his
confidence and sense of
humor.

Their relatable condi-
tions leave you feeling

fuzzy in the heart as you
reminisce similar re-
quests made in your re-
lationships. Talking
about the ongoing track,
actor Disha Parmar,
says, " What really ap-
peals to me about RaYa
is that they’re just so re-
latable.

This show brings to-
gether multiple small
moments, that each of
us has experienced in
our lives at some point
and its these anecdotes
that appeal to the audi-
ences.” As the story un-
folds, viewers will wit-
ness the twists and
turns that life has in
store for them. Will their
initial arrangement of
just three months lead to
something deeper and
more profound? Only
time will reveal.

Make sure to tune in
to 'Bade Acche Lagte
Hain 3' every Monday to
Friday at 8:00 PM only
on Sony Entertainment
Television.

3000 conditions and a marriage contract of 3 months 

Actor Tom Cruise-star-
rer action spy

thriller 'Mission
Impossible-Dead
Reckoning Part
One' premiered in
Rome. The movie
features some very
detailed and elabo-
rate stunt-work, one
of which includes
Cruise doing a
death-defying stunt
as he rides his bike
off the edge of a
cliff and does a
parachute jump,
which is among the
film's highlights.

The seventh installment in
the franchise, 'Dead
Reckoning Part One'
follows the events of
'Mission Impossible
Fallout', where
Ethan Hunt and his
crew of secret
agents have to save
the world from a
global nuclear catas-
trophe.

The 2018 release
has been the high-
est-grossing entry
in the franchise yet,
grossing $792 mil-
lion at the global
box office.

Tom Cruise does death defying
bike stunt in ‘Mission Impossible

- Dead Reckoning Part One’
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Bengaluru, Jun 20 (PTI):

Buoyed by the recent tri-
umph in the
Intercontinental Cup, the
Indian football team will
enter the SAFF
Championship 2023 as a
confident unit and look to
extend its dominance in
the tournament.

India will face Pakistan
in their opening outing at
the Sree Kanteerava
Stadium on Wednesday,
and the match is all set to
be played as per schedule
after the latter received
their India visa on
Monday night.

Placed low in the peck-
ing order, Pakistan might
not offer India a massive
challenge but the Blue
Tigers will be eager to
start their campaign on a
rousing note, and give
other aspirants a strong
message. Eight-time cham-
pions India are drawn into
Group A alongside Nepal,

Kuwait and Pakistan. The
other competing teams are
Lebanon, Maldives,
Bhutan and Bangladesh
who have been drafted into
Group B.

The Intercontinental
Cup victory will add to
their desire to land anoth-
er trophy to the cabinet.
India had warded off

strong opponent Lebanon
2-0 on Sunday at the
Kalinga Stadium to win
the event.

It was India's first victo-
ry over Lebanon in 46
years and that skipper and
No. 1 striker Sunil Chhetri
managed to etch his name
on the score sheet would
boost Indians' morale.

New Delhi, Jun 20 (PTI):

Doubles specialist
Rohan Bopanna will once
again be India's flag-bear-
er in the tennis event at
the Asian Games as All
India Tennis Association
(AITA) on Tuesday an-
nounced a 12-member
squad for the continental
quadrennial games. The
Asian Games will begin in
Hangzhou on September
23.

Sumit Nagal -- who
made his Asian Games
debut in the 2018 edition
competing in doubles
alongside Ramkumar
Ramanathan -- and
Sasikumar Mukund are
the likely singles players
in the side for the Games.

The 43-year-old Bopanna
will most probably pair up
with Ramkumar. Yuki
Bhambri and Saketh
Myneni, the other two
players in the squad, are
already playing as a pair
on the ATP Tour.

The women's contingent
will be led by 2018 Asian
Games bronze medallist in

singles, Ankita Raina. The
other members are in-
form Karman Kaur
Thandi, Rututaj Bhosle,
Sahaja Yamlapalli,
Vaidehi Chaudhari and
Prarthane Thombare.

India had won a gold
and two bronze medals at
the 2018 Asian Games in
Jakarta, where the
Bopanna-Divij Sharan
pair had defeated
Kazakhstan's Alexander
Bublik and Denis
Yevseyev to clinch the dou-
bles gold. In the men's sin-
gles Prajnesh
Gunneswaran had won
bronze in men's singles.

New Delhi, Jun 20 (PTI):

Fresh from winning their
maiden Super 1000 men's
doubles title, star Indian
shuttlers Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy and Chirag
Shetty achieved a career-
best world number three in
the latest BWF ranking is-
sued on Tuesday.

The Commonwealth
Games gold medallists up-
staged reigning world
champions Aaron Chia and
Soh Wooi Yik of Malaysia
in straight games to win the
Indonesia Open, becoming
the first pair from the coun-
try to claim a Super 1000
event on Sunday.

The Indian duo is in the
middle of a dream 2023 hav-
ing won two World Tour ti-
tles already, besides the
Swiss Open alongside a
gold medal at the
Badminton Asia
Championships.

In men's singles, Kidambi
Srikanth climbed three
places to get into top-20
(world number 19), follow-
ing Lakshya Sen closely on
world number 18. Sen
moved up by two notches.

HS Prannoy, who lost to

world number one Victor
Axelsen in the semifinal,
was the best-ranked Indian,
holding on to his world
ninth spot. Rising shuttler
Priyanshu Rajawat also se-
cured a career-high rank-
ing of world number 30,
jumping four places.

With Rajawat, four
Indians figure inside top-30
in men's singles.

Double Olympic medalist
PV Sindhu arrested her
slide and moved up two
places to world number 12
in women's singles while
veteran Saina Nehwal rose
to world number 31, moving
up by one place.

Mong Kok, Jun 20 (PTI):

The India U-23 team will
take on Bangladesh in the
summit clash of the
Women's Emerging Asia
Cup after its semifinal
against Sri Lanka was
washed out without a ball
being bowled here on
Tuesday.

The semifinal fixture be-
tween India and Sri Lanka
was originally scheduled
for Monday but the match
was postponed by a day
due to rain.

In a bizarre run of
events, India have played
only one game in the run-
up to the final, their open-
er against hosts Hong
Kong, which they won by
nine wickets. India's other
three matches, including
the semifinal against Sri
Lanka, were washed out
without a ball being
bowled.

In fact, rain has played
spoilsport, forcing as
many as eight games to be
washed out.

Bangladesh defeated
Pakistan by six runs in the
other semifinal on
Tuesday to set up a sum-
mit clash with India on
Wednesday.

India start firm
favourite to land title

SAFF Championship 

Indian Football team head coach Igor Stimac, Nepal team head
coach Vincenzo Alberto (L) and Kuwait team head coach Rui
Bento (R) during a press conference ahead of SAFF Championship,
in Bengaluru, Tuesday, June 20.

Bopanna, Ankita to 
spearhead Indian challenge

in tennis at Asian Games

Women’s
Emerging Asia Cup Chirag-Satwik rise to

career-high World No 3
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New Delhi, Jun 20 (PTI): 

COVID-19 is on the verge
of becoming endemic but
Indian scientists are keep-
ing a close watch on each
new variant and the gov-
ernment would continue
to maintain a high alert,
Union Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya has
said, underlining that the
virus has managed to sur-
vive and is going to stay.

In an exclusive video in-
terview with PTI, the min-
ister said the situation is
stable now after more than
three years of one of the
worst pandemics to hit the
world but all necessary
measures would remain
in place to guard against
any variant that can prove
to be deadly.

The deadly virus was
first detected in China in
late 2019 while the first
case in India was reported

in late January 2020. Since
then, close to 4.5 crore pos-
itive cases have been re-
ported in India and more
than five lakh have died
during multiple waves.

However, the caseload
has declined significantly
in recent months and the
number of active cases

now stands at just about
1,800 with close to 99 per
cent overall recovery rate
and about 1 per cent fatali-
ty rate.

Only 36 new cases were
reported on Tuesday, the
lowest since March 2020
and miniscule in compari-
son to a record of over
four lakh new cases re-
ported in a day at the peak
of the pandemic in May
2021 and again more than
three lakh in January
2022.

Also, more than 220
crore doses of Covid vac-
cines have been adminis-
tered in India with about
90 per cent of India’s eligi-
ble population fully vacci-
nated.

“Covid is on the verge of
entering the endemic
stage (endemic ki kagaar
pe hai) but our team of
scientists at ICMR (Indian
Council of Medical

Research) is keeping a
close watch on each vari-
ant of Covid. Till now,
more than 224 variants of
Covid have been noticed
in the country, continuous
genome sequencing is
being done for each vari-
ant,” he said.

The minister said when-
ever a new variant is
found, it is isolated and
then tested for effective-
ness of the vaccine and it
is also measured how
deadly it is.

“All of this is a continu-
ous process and we keep
closely tracking it so that
we can guard against and
be prepared against any
variant in the future that
can cause any destruction.
The situation is stable as
of now across the world
and, keeping the future in
mind, we are alert. But I
would say that it is a virus
and this virus is never

going to go away as it has
managed to survive.

“Just like (the) influenza
virus has survived some-
how and whenever a new
variant comes, people ex-
perience cough, fever, etc,
but does not harm the peo-
ple much, something simi-
lar will happen with Covid
and largely that has hap-
pened now,” the minister
said.

According to experts, a
disease is called endemic
when its presence be-
comes constant, based on
established patterns, in a
population within a partic-
ular geographical area, as
is the case with seasonal
influenza.

Globally, more than 76
crore confirmed COVID-19
cases and nearly 69 lakh
deaths have been reported
so far while 1,340 crore
vaccine doses have been
administered.

‘Centre on high-alert for new Covid variants’

Union Minister for Health
and Family Welfare
Mansukh Mandaviya ad-
dresses the inauguration of
the G20 Co-branded event,
Health of Youth-Wealth of
Nation, at Aerocity in New
Delhi, Tuesday.

MONSOON RAINS

Young women holding umbrellas to protect themselves from rains cross a road, in
Bengaluru, Tuesday.

Jammu, June 20 (PTI): 

Displaced people from
Pakistan-occupied Jammu
and Kashmir (PoJK)
marked International
Refugee Day on Tuesday by
holding a protest against
Pakistan here and demand-
ing rehabilitation.

Led by SOS
International, an organisa-
tion dedicated to the cause
of more than 1.8 million
people from PoJK, the pro-
testers burnt a flag of
Pakistan and raised slogans
against the country during
the demonstration.

Speaking to reporters,
SOS International chair-
man Rajiv Chunni empha-

sised the need for the reha-
bilitation of PoJK refugees
and the implementation of
a package approved by the
Jammu and Kashmir
Cabinet back in October
2014.

The protesters called for
equal facilities for all dis-
placed individuals, compa-
rable to those provided to
migrants in the valley.

Chunni recalled the his-
tory of the PoJK communi-
ty, highlighting the “atroci-
ties” committed by
Pakistan in 1947. He ex-
pressed sorrow over the
losses suffered by the com-
munity, including the dis-
placement of families and
the abandonment of their

properties. He called for the
implementation of the 2014
rehabilitation package for
them and the quota alloca-
tions for PoJK displaced
people in professional col-
leges and government jobs.
Panun Kashmir, an organi-
sation of migrant Kashmiri
Pandits, voiced its support
for the families of minority
community members who
lost their lives in the recent
terrorist attack in Dangri
village of Rajouri district
on the occasion. It ex-
pressed disappointment at
the government’s inability
to bring the perpetrators of
the Dangri terror attack to
justice. Talking to reporters
here, Ajay Chrungoo,

Chairman of Panun
Kashmir, emphasised that
the notion of defeating ter-
rorism through tourism is a
dangerous misconception
propagated by the Union
Territory administration
and the central govern-
ment. He stressed that ter-
rorism can only be defeated
by the military. “We are
fully supporting the senti-
ments of the families of the
Hindus killed in Dangri by
terrorists who recently ex-
pressed their utter disap-
pointment at the failure of
the government of Jammu
and Kashmir to bring the
perpetrators of the mas-
sacre to justice,” Chrungoo
said.

INT’L REFUGEE DAY

Displaced people from PoJK hold anti-Pak protest
New Delhi, Jun 20 (PTI): 

President Droupadi
Murmu played a pivotal
role in convincing then
prime minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee to in-
clude her mother tongue
Santhali in the Eighth
Schedule in 2003 when
she was a minister in the
Odisha government, ac-
cording to a new book.

India’s first tribal presi-
dent, who turns 65 on
Tuesday, went out of her
way to plead the case for
constitutional recogni-
tion to Santhali,
Bhubaneswar-based jour-
nalist Sandeep Sahu says

in his recent book
“Madam President: The
Biography of Droupadi
Murmu”.

Murmu did it all — be it
talking to Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik numer-
ous times or getting a res-
olution seeking the inclu-
sion of Santhali language
in the Eighth Schedule of
the Constitution passed at
a meeting of the Tribal
Advisory Council meet-
ing.

However, what clinched
the deal for Murmu, min-
ister in Odisha’s BJD-BJP
coalition government
from 2000 to 2004, was her
meeting with Vajpayee,

says the book.
Murmu, now the 15th

president of India, felt the
matter needed attention
at the highest level of the
Union government and
approached M Kharavela
Swain — the three-time
BJP MP from Balasore
constituency — to facili-
tate a meeting with
Vajpayee.

Accompanied by Swain
and her private secretary
Bijay Nayak, she met
Vajpayee and presented
him a book titled
“Santhali: The Base of
World Languages” by
Parimal Chandra Mitra.

“Thanks to Kharavela

Bhai, we got an appoint-
ment with the PM in just
10 minutes. . . Vajpayee ji
flipped through the book
and muttered, ‘Aacha
(Good).’ He was very im-
pressed when I told him
that unlike most Indian
languages, Santhali has
no ‘matras’ (vowel diacrit-
ic). He assured me that he
would ensure its inclu-
sion in the Eighth
Schedule,” the book
quotes Murmu as saying
in an interview.

Six months later,
Santhali got constitution-
al recognition with its in-
clusion in the Eighth
Schedule.

When Murmu’s meeting with Vajpayee ensured
constitutional recognition to Santhali language

Puri, Jun 20 (PTI): 

Divya Singha Deb, the
Gajapati Maharaja of
Puri, on Tuesday ritualis-
tically swept the chariots
of Lord Jagannath and his
two siblings, before they
are ceremoniously pulled
by devotees.

The titular king of Puri,
clad in a spotless white at-
tire and carried in a silver-
plated palanquin, climbed
up on the chariots one by
one, and swept the floors of
the chariots using a broom
with a golden handle, as
priests sprinkled flowers
and fragrant water.

He first offered prayers
at Lord Balabhadra’s char-

iot Taladhwaj’, then Lord
Jagannath’s Nadighosh’
and finally Devi
Subhadra’s Darpadalan’.

According to norms, the
titular king of Puri is in-
formed about the deities
having taken their places
on the chariots through a
messenger specially de-
puted by the temple offi-
cials. “The emperors of
Orissa, beginning with the
valiant Anantvarman
Chodagangadeva in the
12th century, had declared
themselves to be the
“Rauta” (servant) of Lord
Jagannath and ruled the
land as His representa-
tive,” the temple records
said. After cleaning the

chariots by the titular
king, known as “Chhera
Pahanra”, and his depar-
ture to the palace, the
wooden horses — painted
in brown, black and white
colour — are fixed to the
three chariots and later
pulled by devotees.

Before that ritual, the
Shankaracharya of Puri
Swami Nischalananda
Saraswati along with his
selected disciple visited
the chariots and offered
puja. The ritual of a
Maharaja sweeping the
chariots gives a message
that all are equal before
the Lord, said Bhaskar
Mishra, a researcher in
the Jagannath cult.

Puri Maharaja sweeps chariots as
part of Rath Yatra rituals

Jaipur, Jun 20 (PTI): 

In a bizarre case, a man
was allowed by a court
here to give Rs 55,000 in
one and two rupee coins
to his wife as mainte-
nance dues for 11 months
after his family brought
the money filled in seven
sacks to the court follow-
ing his arrest for non-pay-
ment.

While the counsel for
his wife objected to it,
terming it “mental ha-
rassment”, the judge al-
lowed the payment but
asked the man to count
the coins in court to make
packets of Rs 1000 each
and hand them over to
her at the next hearing on
June 26, according to
lawyers from both sides.

The couple’s divorce
case is being heard in a
family court. The court
had directed the husband,
Dashrath Kumawat, to
give the maintenance
amount of Rs 5000 per
month but he was not
paying it for the last 11
months.

Dashrath, a resident of

Harmada area in Jaipur,
was arrested on June 17
after family court num-
ber 1 issued a recovery
warrant against him for
non-payment of mainte-
nance.

“Since the husband re-
fused to give the amount,
the police arrested him.
The family court was
closed due to holidays so
he was produced in the
link court of Additional
District Judge (ADG)-
number 8.

“In the court, the fami-
ly members of Dashrath
reached with coins worth
Rs 55000 to give to his
wife,” Raman Gupta, the
advocate of the husband,
told PTI on Tuesday.

He said that the coins
were in the denomina-
tion Re 1 and Rs 2 and
were stuffed in seven
sacks.

The advocate of his
wife objected to this, but
it was argued on behalf
of the husband that these
coins are legal tender and
no one can refuse to ac-
cept them.

“The court then al-
lowed the husband to
give the coins after count-
ing them on the next
hearing in the family

court on June 26. Till
then, the coins will re-
main in the custody of
the court. The husband
will have to count the
coins and make packets of
Rs 1000 each before hand-
ing them over to the wife
in the court,” he said.

Wife Seema Kumawat’s
advocate Ramprakash
Kumawat said that giving
coins to the woman was
“equal to mental harass-
ment”.

“It was done in a pre-
planned manner just to
harass the woman.
However, the court has
permitted him to give the
coins,” he said.

Man allowed by court to pay 
maintenance dues of Rs 55,000 

In 1 and 2 rupee
coins
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