
Life sentence
KKoottaa  ((RRaajjaasstthhaann))::  A court
here on Friday sentenced
three persons to life
imprisonment for the mur-
der of a man over a mone-
tary dispute nearly nine
years ago, a prosecution
lawyer said. The court also
slapped fine of Rs 20,000
on each of the three con-
victs. Gulshan, 22, a resi-
dent of Suket police sta-
tion area in Rajasthan’s
Kota district, was stoned
to death in October 2014.
His body was recovered
from near the bank of the
Patli river on October 3. A
case was registered
against three people
based on a complaint filed
by Gulshan’s father.

Heavy rains
TThhaannee:: Several electric
poles were twisted or
uprooted in Maharashtra’s
Thane district due to
heavy rains and strong
winds on Thursday
evening, state-owned
power distribution compa-
ny MSEDCL said on Friday.
A release by the
Maharashtra State
Electricity Distribution
Company Limited (MSED-
CL) said that a spell of
heavy showers and gusty
winds lashed Asangaon in
Shahpur taluka. As many
as 25 electric poles, includ-
ing nine high-tension ones,
and 38 km of electric wires
were damaged.

Criminal killed 
LLuucckknnooww:: A notorious
criminal carrying a
reward of Rs 50,000 on
his head was killed in an
encounter with police in
Uttar Pradesh’s
Ghaziabad district on
Friday, officials here said.
Two policemen were also
injured in the exchange of
fire, they said. Monu
Choudhury of
Ghaziabad’s Muradnagar
area was killed in an
encounter with police.
Two police personnel sus-
tained injuries in the
operation, Special
Director General of 
Police (Law and Order)
Prashant Kumar said.

LEGACY HONORED TOGETHER

Maharashtra Chief Minister Eknath Shinde and Deputy Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis per-
form rituals during a celebration marking the 350th anniversary of the coronation of Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj at the Raigad fort, in Raigarh, Friday, June 2.
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BRIEF

Former Lok Sabha speaker
Meira Kumar with other

Congress party leaders pays
tribute at Martyrs memorial

on the occassion of
Telangana Formation Day, at

Gun Park, in Hyderabad,
Friday, June 2.
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LLuucckknnooww,,  JJuunn  0022  ((PPTTII)):: Former
Uttar Pradesh deputy chief
minister Dinesh Sharma on
Friday called the nine years of
Modi government at the Centre
“nine gems” in the develop-
ment journey of India.

“In this period of these nine
years, India has established
new dimensions,” Sharma in a
statement said.

“These years can be defined
with 3Ds, where the first D
stands for ‘Development’, the

second D stands for ‘Delivery’
and the third D stands for
‘Distinction,” Sharma said.

“Today, the country is posing
a stiff challenge to the devel-
oped countries as far as infra-
structure is concerned,” he
said. The politician said that
behind all this success was the
devotion of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to serve the
country, and because of which
he was called the “boss” by the
Australian Prime Minister.

Modi’s nine years like ‘nine gems’ in
India’s development: Dinesh Sharma

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuunn  0022  ((PPTTII)):: The
two FIRs registered by Delhi
Police against outgoing WFI
chief and BJP MP Brij Bhushan
Sharan Singh based on com-
plaints of six adult wrestlers
and father of a minor narrate
several alleged instances of
sexual harassment, inappropri-
ate touching, groping, stalking
and intimidation by him at dif-
ferent times and places includ-
ing in foreign countries, over a
decade.

The Delhi Police had on April
28 registered the two FIRs at
Connaught Place police sta-
tion, including one by the
father of a minor wrestler
invoking POCSO Act that
entails prison term up to seven
years on conviction.

The FIRs registered follow-
ing a Supreme Court order
have charged Singh under vari-
ous IPC sections including
assaulting a woman to outrage
her modesty (Section 354),
sexual harassment (354 A),
stalking (354 D) that are pun-
ishable with jail terms of two-
three years.

Some of the complainants
also alleged that Singh made
advances to seek “sexual
favours” promising to help
them in their professional
careers.

Singh has denied all the
charges and said he will hang
himself even if a single allega-
tion is proved against him. He
has also maintained that all
wrestlers are like his children

and he will not blame them as
his blood and sweat have also
gone into their success.

The FIR filed by the six
wrestlers also names Wrestling
Federation of India (WFI) sec-
retary Vinod Tomar as an
accused.

In the FIR filed on the basis
of complaints by the adult
wrestlers, one of them alleged,
“While I was training, the
accused called me separately,
to which I refused since the
accused was touching other
girls also inappropriately.
However, I was again called by
the accused who then pulled
up my T-shirt and slid his hand
down my stomach and put his
hand on my naval on the pre-
text of checking my breath.

“It was during my stay in
hotel that I noticed that all the
female athletes used to travel
in groups whenever they left
their respective rooms in order
to avoid meeting the accused
alone.”

The second wrestler alleged,
“While I was stretching/warm-
ing up on the ground on a mat,
the accused came there and
stood on the side watching me.

“While I was lying down on
the mat, the accused came
near me and suddenly, to my
shock and surprise, leaned in
on me and in the absence of my
coach and without seeking my
permission pulled up my T-shirt
and placed his hand on my
breast and slid it down my
stomach on the pretext of

examining/checking my
breathing and touched me
inappropriately.”

Another wrestler alleged she
was harassed during a team
photograph clicked.

“While I was standing in the
last row and waiting for the
other wrestlers to take their
position, the accused came and
stood alongside me. To my
shock and surprise, I suddenly
felt a hand on my buttock. I
immediately looked back and
to my horror, the accused had
placed his hands on my but-
tock... However, when I tried
moving away, I was forcibly
held by my shoulder by the
accused. Somehow, I managed
to get free from the clutches of
the accused,” she alleged.

Imphal, Jun 02: More
than 140 weapons have
been surrendered in dif-
ferent places in Manipur
after Union Home
Minister Amit Shah’s ap-
peal a day ago, sources
said on Friday.

Shah, on the last day of
his four-day visit to
Manipur on Thursday, ap-
pealed to all concerned to
surrender their weapons
to the security forces and
administration.

He had also warned that
a search-and-combing op-
eration would be carried
out in the state soon and
anyone found to possess

any weapon would be pros-
ecuted.

After the home minis-
ter’s appeal in Imphal,
more than 140 weapons

have been surrendered till
Friday morning, sources
said. They said the situa-
tion in Manipur was by
and large peaceful in most
districts and sporadic inci-
dents of firing at or torch-
ing of empty houses by
miscreants were becoming
rare now as coordinated
effort was made by differ-
ent security agencies.

The surrendered
weapons included self-
loading rifles, carbine, AK
and INSAS rifles, light ma-
chine guns, pistols, M16 ri-
fles, smoke gun/tear gas,
sten gun and grenade
launcher.

Kurukshetra, Jun 02: A
“khap mahapanchayat”
Haryana’s Kurukshetra
on Friday demanded the
arrest of outgoing
Wrestling Federation of
India chief and Bharatiya
Janata Party MP Brij
Bhushan Sharan Singh,
accused of sexually ha-
rassing some women
wrestlers, and gave the
government time till June
9 to act on its demand. The
meet deliberated on the
next steps to be taken in
the agitation pertaining to
the wrestlers’ issue.
Talking to reporters after
the “mahapanchayat”,

Bharatiya Kisan Union
(BKU) leader Rakesh
Tikait said WFI chief
Singh should be arrested.
He said they are giving the
government time till June
9 to act on the demand,

else the agitation will be
intensified by holding
panchayats across the
country and the wrestlers
will return to Jantar
Mantar in Delhi for
protest.

ED freezes bank
deposits, cash

worth over Rs 18 Cr
New Delhi: Bank deposits and
cash worth more than Rs 18
crore of a Pune-based company
and a linked entity have been
frozen after the ED recently
raided them in a case linked to
alleged foreign exchange viola-
tion, illegal crypto exchange
trade, wallet services and
“hawala”, the agency said on
Friday. The searches were car-
ried out under the Foreign
Exchange Management Act
(FEMA) on May 25 in Pune and
the neighbouring district of
Ahmednagar in Maharashtra
against the VIPS Group of com-
panies and Global Affiliate
Business “managed and con-
trolled” by Vinod Khute and his
relatives, the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) said.

Court sentences man
to 7 years rigorous

imprisonment
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A court here Friday
sentenced a man to rigorous
imprisonment for seven years and
his father to three years of simple
imprisonment in two separate
cases, saying the father, instead
of showing the “right path” to his
son, himself “acted ghastly”. The
court, which was hearing the
cases related to the 2020 north-
east Delhi riots, also observed that
communal riots are among the
most violent forms of public disor-
der that afflicts society. Additional
Sessions Judge Pulastya
Pramachala was hearing two
cases against Mithhan Singh and
his son Jony Kumar who were con-
victed of various offences, includ-
ing those under IPC sections 147
(rioting) and 436 (mischief by fire
or explosive substance with intent
to destroy house, etc.)

Stanford, Jun 02:

Rahul Gandhi speaking
at Stanford University, US
on his idea of India. “I
have a completely differ-
ent concept of India. I
don’t see India the way
they do. They see India as
a top-down centralised sys-
tem, whereas I see India as

a diverse nation with mul-
tiple cultures, religions,
and languages. I see it as a
decentralised system.

“While we were walking
in the Bharat Jodo Yatra,
we had no force; the force
was on the other side. The
BJP had the police, institu-
tions, media, and social
media.

“All the force at the dis-
posal of the Modi govern-
ment could do nothing.
The more they tried to
apply force, the less it
worked.

“Power comes when you
get close to the truth. They
have the force, but they
don’t have power.”

My idea of India is 
different from BJP’s: Rahul

Groping, Intimidation, Stalking: Charges against wrestling chief in FIRs

Arrest Brij Bhushan till June 9:
Khap Mahapanchayat

Bharatiya Kisan Union leader Rakesh Tikait with other union lead-
ers during a ‘Khap Mahapanchayat’ to deliberate on the next steps
to be taken in the agitation pertaining to the ongoing wrestlers’
issue, in Kurukshetra, Friday, June 2.

Over 140 weapons surrendered
in Manipur after Shah’s appeal

Weapons surrendered at
different locations in

Manipur after Union Home
Minister Amit Shah’s 

appeal, on Friday, June 2.

New Delhi, Jun 02 (PTI):
With the law commission
backing the sedition law,
the Congress on Friday ac-
cused the BJP government
of planning to make it
more “draconian” and giv-
ing a message ahead of the
general elections that it
will be used against opposi-
tion leaders.

Alleging that the BJP
uses the sedition law as a
tool of “subversing, subju-
gating, and silencing dis-
sent”, the opposition party
also asked why the govern-
ment has not yet had the
courage to do away with
the law despite the apex
court rendering it inopera-
tive and making strong ob-

servations in that regard.
Addressing a press confer-
ence at the AICC headquar-
ters here, Congress
spokesperson Abhishek
Singhvi said, “A message of
colonial mindset has been
given that there will be a
distance between the ruler

and the ruled and through
this law, the foundations of
the republic will be uproot-
ed. A message has been
given ahead of the general
election that we will use
this in a one-sided manner
particularly against oppo-
sition leaders.”

Karnataka Cabinet rolls out Cong’s 5 poll guarantees

Karnataka Chief Minister Siddaramaiah and his deputy
DK Shivakumar and cabinet colleagues during a cabinet
meeting, at Vidhana Soudha in Bengaluru, Friday, June 2.

Balasore, Jun 02:

At least 50 people were
dead and over 300 injured
when a passenger train hit
the derailed coaches of an-
other train in Odisha’s
Balasore this evening.
Many are feared trapped.

Coromandel Express,
which was going from
Kolkata to Chennai,
rammed into the derailed
coaches of the other train,
which was going from
Bengaluru to Kolkata,
Railway Ministry
spokesperson Amitabh
Sharma said.

The details of the two
trains are 12841 Shalimar-
Chennai Coromandel
Express and 12864
Yashwantpur-Howrah
Superfast Express.

Odisha Fire Services

chief Sudhanshu Sarangi
is supervising rescue oper-
ations. Medical colleges
and hospitals in and
around Balasore have
been alerted. Over a hun-
dred personnel of the
National Disaster Relief
Force (NDRF) and its state
counterpart are looking
for trapped passengers
and cutting through the
debris to reach them.

West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata
Banerjee tweeted she is
monitoring the situation
continually personally
with the Chief Secretary
and other senior officers.

Odisha Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik has told
Revenue Minister Pramila
Malik to go to the accident
site, news agency PTI re-
ported.

Coromandel Express derails, 
50 feared dead, over 300 injured

The accident took place near Bahanaga railway station, resulting in a
significant number of casualties among the passengers. Many individuals
are feared to have lost their lives, and several are said to be trapped
inside the overturned coaches of the superfast train.
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BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuunn  0022:: SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant's, Merchant and Wire
Rod Mill of Mills Zone-1 organ-
ized a Shop Communication
Forum on "Mission Life-
Lifestyle for Environment", a
one-day event on environmen-
tal awareness, at the MWRM
Conference Hall. Munish
Kumar Goyal, CGM (MWRM)
was the Chief Guest on the oc-
casion. The "Mission Life" pro-
gramme was organized to
spread environmental aware-
ness and increase individual
and community participation
in environment conservation.
Goyal administered an oath of
"Commitment to the
Environment" to the senior of-
ficers and employees present

on this occasion.
Highlighting the importance

of environment in his address,
Goyal said that "Mission Life"
initiative has been launched
with an aim to spread environ-
mental awareness and inspire
people, communities and or-
ganizations around the world
to adopt an eco-conscious
lifestyle that is in harmony
with our planet and brings
about, positive changes which
helps in reducing environmen-
tal imbalance. This event
should not remain merely sym-
bolic but should continue in the
future, Goyal said.

Addressing the gathering,
SK Hariramani, GM (M Mill)
said that every individual has
to take steps with a firm will,
to lead a lifestyle that involves

safe environment practices in
our daily routine, to achieve
the objective of environmental
protection. Expressing her
views, Samayla Ansari, Asst
Mgr (Personnel Mills Zone-1),
said that we need to bring
about, positive changes in our
lifestyle which helps in main-
taining the environmental bal-
ance, such as avoiding the use
of Single-use plastic, water
conservation, encouraging use
of environmental-friendly
modes of transport, using cloth
carry-bags etc. She appealed
everyone to plant more trees
and encourage others to do the
same. Rajesh Kumar Pandey
ALWO of Personnel
Department and Ashish Rao
Kale also contributed to organ-
ising the program successfully.

Free Medical camp organised
at Village Konari Bharda

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuunn  0022::  SAIL- Bhilai Steel
Plant, conducts several public wel-
fare activities as part of its organi-
zational social responsibility to-
wards the community in and
around its areas of operations. The
Corporate Social Responsibility
(CSR) Department of the plant or-
ganized a one-day free Health
Camp, at Village Konari Bharda,
which started at 10 am, on May 31,
2023. The Medical Team from CSR
department, comprising of, Dr.
Isha Kujur, Pharmacist, Shri.
Khilawan Kumbhkar, Smt. Rekha
Dev for Blood-Sugar and BP ex-
amination, Shri Shambhu for reg-
istration volunteered their servic-
es for the camp. Smt. Sita Sinha,
CSR Assistant, from the depart-

ment was also present during the
Health Camp. A total of 37 vil-
lagers from Konari Bharda, includ-
ing 07 men, 20 women and 10
Children, availed free health serv-
ices at the day long Health Camp
and free medicines were distrib-
uted to them. It is noteworthy that
Health Camp is one of the prime
initiatives, through which BSP's

CSR Department has contributed
substantially towards Public
Health & Medicine. The CSR
Department of Bhilai Steel Plant,
conducts health camps on regular
basis in the adjoining areas or
mines, with the aim of ensuring
adequate medical & Health facili-
ties to the communities within
which it works.

Man arrested for
abetting girl’s suicide 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 02: Police ar-
rested a 25-year-old man
on charges of abetting sui-
cide of a girl. The girl had
allegedly committed sui-
cide by hanging self at her
home at Sector 4 on May
29. CSP Nikhil Rakhecha
informed that they record-
ed the statements of the
family members of the de-
ceased and came to know
that one Ravi Singh of
Pragati Nagar Risali often
harassed the girl and
raised questions on her
character. He often spoke
to her on mobile and used
to say that a girl having
bad character should com-

mit suicide. Police exam-
ined the call recordings
and later arrested Ravi
Singh (25) son of Late
Jitendra Singh a resident
of Pragati nagar, Risali for
abetting the girl's suicide.
A case has been lodged
against him under sec-
tions 306, 294, 506 of IPC.

SRGOI felicitates pharmacy
toppers in the college

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 02: The topper
students of Pharmacy were
felicitated at a ceremony
held in Shri Rawatpura
Sarkar Institute of
Pharmacy (SRGOI)
Kumhari on Friday. The stu-
dents were felicitated at the
hands of Vice Chairman,
SRGOI Dr JK Upadhyay.
The program began with a
welcome speech by the
Principal Dr Alankar
Srivastava, congratulating
the toppers for their excel-
lent performance through-

out the academic year,
adding that this success def-
initely took the collabora-
tive effort of the students,
parents, faculty and the col-
lege. He also advised the stu-
dents to maintain the same
momentum and achieve
higher. Dr JK Upadhyay,
Vice Chairman-SRGOI, Dr
Preeti Gurnani, Director-
SRI Kumhari appreciated
the performance of the stu-
dents in the examinations
and toppers of B Pharma
Semester (Seven) Neeraj
Sahu, Priyanka Sahu,
Srishti, Kirti, Bholeshwar,

Ashish from B Pharma
Semester V, Jitendra
Sonkar, Ritu Sahu and Saroj
Sahu from D Pharma 1st
year were awarded with ci-
tation along with certificate.

Roshan Kumar Jha, a stu-
dent of B Pharma Semester
VIII, was awarded as the
Student Artist of the Year
2022-23. The program was
successfully conducted by
Vinita Goti, Aanchal Verma
and Aastha Verma.
Students of D Pharma, B
Pharma and M Pharma
courses were present on the
occasion.

Notorious thieves arrested with Rs 11 lakh booty
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 02: With the
arrest of three notorious
thieves, police claimed to
have solved six cases of
thefts which occurred in
Amleshwar Police Station
area. The accused moved
around on a scooter to con-
duct recce and selected the
locked houses as their tar-
gets. With the help of
CCTV footage, cops man-
aged to trace their where-
abouts and nab them.
Booty worth Rs 11 lakh was
recovered from them.

SP Shalabh Sinha in-
formed that under the su-
pervision of ASP (Rural)
Anant Sahu, SDOP (Patan)
Devansh Singh Rathore
and DSP (Crime) Rajeev
Sharma, a joint team of
ACCU and Amleshwar
Police Station led by
Inspector Santosh Mishra
and Inspector Jagdeesh
Prasad Sidar conducted in-
vestigations on the com-

plaints of thefts. The sus-
pects and criminals recent-
ly released from the jail
were quizzed. After exam-
ining the CCTV recordings
of the places near the

crime scenes, police got
some footage of the sus-
pects. Police chased the
suspects with the help of
CCTV recordings of other
places and found that the

suspects had moved to-
wards Mana Raipur after
crossing Pachpedi Naka.
Finally a suspect Surendra
Vishwakarma was arrest-
ed from Housing Board

Colony, Boriakala. During
interrogation, he confessed
to committing thefts at dif-
ferent places in
Amleshwar. One Jitendra
Vishwakarma assisted him
in the crimes. The accused
had sold the stolen booty to
one Shivshankar Rai of
Raipur. Police arrested all
the three and recovered 145
grams gold, 700 grams sil-
ver ornaments and Rs
10000 cash from the ac-
cused.

The accused Surendra
Vishwakarma (29) son of
Late Vinay Kumar
Vishwakarma a resident of
Housing Board Colony,
Boriakala, Raipur;
Jitendra Kumar
Vishwakarma (54) son of
Vijay Kumar a resident of
Laxmi Nagar, Raipur and
Shivshankar Rai (43) son of
Anil Krishnan Rai a resi-
dent of Tikrapara, Raipur
have been booked under
the provisions mentioned
in sections 457, 380 of IPC.
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Adopt eco-conscious lifestyle that is in
harmony with our planet: Munish Goyal
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Raipur, Jun 01: Three
students from Raipur have
achieved international
ranks in the SOF
Olympiad exam 2022-23.
Aviral Tetwar, a student of
Third grade at Krishna
public School, earned
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Mathematics Olympiad
rank 1, received an
International Gold medal
and a merit certificate
whereas Ojasvi Nidhi
Soni, of Fifth grade from
Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan’s
R.K Sarda Vidya Mandir,
secured International
General Knowldge
Olympiad rank 2 received
an International Silver
medal and a merit and

Hiya Chandrakar, a stu-
dent of grade Twelfth at
the Krishna Public School,
earned International
Cyber Olympiad rank 3,
received Rs.25,000
International Bronze
medal and a merit certifi-
cate.

In the SOF Olympiad
Examination 2022-23, ap-
proximately 60 lakh stu-
dents from 70 countries
participated, with more
than 65,000 students from
Raipur alone. Schools
such as Brighton
International School,
Rajkumar College were
among the participants.

The Science Olympiad
Foundation conducted an

awards ceremony at Delhi
to honour and present
awards to the Olympiad
exam winners, teachers,
and principals for the aca-
demic year 2022–2023.
Mahabir Singh, Founder
and Director of SOF, said,
SOF has conducted
Olympiad exams for 25
years. Over 70000 schools
from 1400 cities in 70 dif-
ferent countries took part
in the seven SOF
Olympiad exams from
February 22–23, and mil-
lions of students regis-
tered to sit for them. The
top state level rankings of
more than 81,000 pupils
from 6300 schools have
earned them awards.”

Raipur students shine at Olympiad awards 2022-23

AUDIENCE SPELLBOUND

The presentation by 21 team of artists from Assam, out of which 16 are girls, left the
audience spellbound on their presentation based upon the epic Ramayan under the
National Ramayan Festival in Raigarh here on Friday.

Raipur, Jun 02: The Court
has extended the judicial re-
mand of the four accused in
the Rs 2000 cr Liquor scam
unearthed by the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) here on Friday. All the
four accused viz. Anwar
Dhebar, Nitesh Purohit,
Trilok Singh Dhillon alias
Pappu and Telecom Officer
and Excise officer AP
Tripathi were produced in
the Special Court and after
hearing the views of advo-

cates of both the party’s, the
Court kept the decision on
granting of bail reserved
till June 13. Along with this
all the judicial remand of
all the four accused has
been extended till June 13.

It is notable here that ad-
vocates of Anwar Dhebar
had filed a bail application
in the Court and on which

after the hearing the Spciail
Judge Ajay Singh Rajput
will take final decision on
June 13.

It is notable here that ED
had produced all the above
four accused in the alleged
Rs 2000 cr liquor scam last
on Friday in the Special
Court and after day-long
hearing into the case, the ac-
cused Anwar Dhebar was
sent on 14 days judicial re-
mand and ED took remand
of Nitesh Purohit and AP
Tripathi. After four days of
ED’s remand, both were
produced in the Special
Court and were again sent
on judicial remand and now
would be produced in the
Court on June 13.

Judicial remand of all four
accused extended till June 13

Decision on bail
application of Anwar
kept reserved till
13th

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  0022:: A speeding
truck crushed an elderly man
on scooty to death in Jora area
of the capital Raipur. The eld-
erly man died on the spot after
his head came under the wheel
of the truck. After accident,
truck driver fled, leaving the
vehicle. Police seized the truck. 

According to information
available, 65-year-old
Rajkumar Shivkani was going
from Raipur to his village Pirda
on his scooty. On Thursday
night at 9 pm, a speeding truck
hit his scooty near Hotel
Courtyard Marriott in Jora
falling under  jurisdiction of
Telibandha police. The elderly
came under the wheels of the
truck in accident and his head
was badly crushed. After hit-
ting him the truck dragged him
to a short distance and the
scooty was thrown at some dis-

tance after collision.
After going some distance,

the truck driver fled leaving
the vehicle on the spot. On the
information of the passers-by,
the police reached the spot and
seized the truck. Police started
search to nab absconding truck
driver. Police learned from the
people present near the spot
during accident that truck driv-
er was driving rashly at a very
high speed and hit the scooty
rider hard in the dark. Further
action is being taken in the
matter. Telibandha police sta-
tion said that the relatives of
the deceased have been
informed. After the post-
mortem on Friday, the body has
been handed over to the rela-
tives for the last rites. Police
started scanning CCTV cam-
eras to arrest the absconding
truck driver.

Speeding truck crushes
elderly man to death

Raipur, Jun 02: A camp
will be organized on June 11
for fitness test of vehicles
used for transportation of
students in all schools and
educational institutions
running in Raipur district.
This camp will start from 9
am at the Police Parade
Ground. According to the
information received from
the Regional Transport
Officer of Raipur, all educa-
tional institutions will have
to send all the vehicles of
their institutions to this fit-
ness check-up camp with
complete documents.
Necessary instructions
have also been issued in this
regard from the RTO office.

Regional Transport
Officer Shalabh Sahu said
that if the vehicles are not
sent to this fitness check-up
camp, then it will be consid-
ered that the vehicle is not
operable in the educational
institution. He also in-
formed that in such a situa-
tion action will be taken to
suspend the certificate of
fitness and license of the ve-
hicle and if the same vehi-
cle is found to be operating
then it will be detained.

From the date of cancel-
lation of fitness certificate,
tax assessment action will
be taken considering the ve-
hicle as normal category.
The Regional Transport
Officer has also appealed to
the operators of all educa-
tional institutions to com-
pulsorily send their vehi-
cles for fitness check-up at
Police Parade Ground,
Raipur on June 11.

Fitness test of school
buses on June 11

Instructions issued
to send vehicles to
Police Parade
Ground at 9 am
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Raipur, Jun 02:
According to the instruc-
tions of the state govern-
ment, free textbooks, uni-
forms and cycles will be
distributed to the stu-
dents as per their eligibil-
ity on the day of ‘Shala
Praveshotsav’ ( school en-
trance festival) on 16th
June in the academic ses-
sion 2023-24. Director
Public Instructions Sunil
Kumar Jain has instruct-
ed all the Divisional Joint
Directors of School
Education Department,
District Education
Officer and DMC of
Samagra Shiksha

Abhiyan to ensure its im-
plementation.

The concerned officers
have been instructed to
distribute text books, uni-
forms and bicycles in
presence of the School
Development Committee,
School Development and
Management Committee,
dignitaries, elected public
representatives and par-
ents, compulsorily on the
day of Shala
Praveshotsav on June 16,
as per all prior instruc-
tions by the Directorate of
Public Instructions. Free
textbooks and one set of
uniforms have been sup-
plied in all the districts.
Some remaining text-
books and uniforms will
be supplied before June
15. According to the infor-
mation given by all the

District Education
Officers, the purchase
order of the bicycles has
already been given to the
concerned company as
per the rules to provide
free bicycles to the eligi-
ble girls of class 9th.
Bicycles will be compul-
sorily supplied to them
within 45 days as per the
condition. The concerned
officers have been asked
to ensure that all neces-
sary preparations are
made in this regard well
in advance like in the pre-
vious years. The distribu-
tion register should be
mandatorily maintained
by all the institution
heads and its entry
should be made on the
designated portal compul-
sorily within 7 days after
distribution.

Students to get free textbooks,
uniforms and cycles 

On the day of ‘Shala
Praveshotsav’ 

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  0022::  Police have
arrested journalist Manoj
Pandey of Buland
Chhattisgarh on charges of
extorting lakhs of rupees by
blackmailing in the guise of
journalism in the capital.
Police said that action against
Manoj Pandey had been taken
on complaint lodged by Amit
Jaiswal, resident of Mowa
Raipur and the operator of a
firm named M/s Shring
Construction.

Jaiswal, through his firm,
obtained the contract for the
construction work issued from
time to time by the
Chhattisgarh government
through tender. His firm also
undertakes contracts from
other big contractors of the
government as per the depart-
mental rules. Manoj Pandey
met Jaiswal about a year ago
and subsequently Manoj told
himself to be a journalist of
Buland Chhattisgarh Press.

Meanwhile, about 3 months
ago, Manoj Pandey started
demanding lakhs of rupees
from the complainant citing
irregularities in government
work.

Manoj Pandey went on
making phone calls and
WhatsApp calls from his
mobile number to the com-
plainant threatening Jaiswal
of implicating in charges and
getting it printed in his paper
besides  defaming him and
obstructing his works. He also
threatened him to ruin his
career by filing case against
him in the court. Claiming that
all officers and other contrac-
tors were afraid of him
Pandey started blackmailing
and threatening Jaiswal con-
tinuously. In this way, Manoj
Pandey blackmailed the com-
plainant and collected a total
of Rs 2 lakh from him. He also
demanded Rs 20 lakh from
Jaiswal. 

Journalist arrested in Raipur,
accused of blackmailing 

Congress Bilapsur
divisional

Sammelan on 7th
Raipur, Jun 02: The di-
visional sammelan of
Congress in view of the
forthcoming VS polls
2023 will be held in
Bilaspur on June 7 at
CIMS Auditorium,
Medical College premis-
es, Sadar Bazar from
11:00 am. In this AICC
gen. secy. and PCC State
in-charge Kumari Selja,
PCC Chief Mohan
Markam, Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel,
Chhattisgarh Assembly
Speaker Dr Charandas
Mahant, AICC secy. and
state in-charge PCC Dr
Chandan Yadav, Saptgiri
Shankar Ulka, Joint
Secy. Vijay Jangid, and
all the Ministers, MLAs,
MPs and Parliamentary
Secretaries of the divi-
son will be taking part 
in it.

Raigarh, Jun 2 (PTI) The
story of ‘Ramayana’ is the
same in India and
Indonesia, but cultural fac-
tors give rise to different
interpretations of the
epic, said Indonesian
dancer Ni Wayan Sriyani,
who has come to
Chhattisgarh to perform
at ‘National Ramayana
Festival here.

Sriyani portrays the
character of Lord Ram
and loves the fact that he
fought so hard to bring
his beloved wife Sita back
to the family.

Rama’s character re-
quires a lot of improvisa-
tion, as it involves a lot of
body movement, she said.

“The story of
Ramayana is same in
India and Bali, but cultur-
al factors make it differ-
ent,” Sriyani told PTI on
the sidelines of the three-
day festival organised at
Ramleela Maidan in

Raigarh city.
In the Balinese inter-

pretation, there are three
types of characters male,
female and a middle char-
acter, she said.

“Rama’s character falls
in the middle category, as
it is not an extreme male
form. Women can also
portray Rama, as his ex-
pressions are not extreme
like that of Ravan,”
Sriyani said.

“Ramayana” provides
lessons about good, evil,
love and several other as-
pects of life, she said, ex-
plaining why she was
drawn to the epic.

Penh Chunnit, who
heads the Cambodian
dance troupe, said there
are 27 regions in
Cambodia and each has
added some unique factor
to “Reamker”
(Cambodian Ramayana).

Among performers
from other states, K S
Hegde, who leads the
Yakshagana group from
Karnataka, said this is

probably for the first time
that such a large-scale
event on “Ramayana” is
being held.

A sixth generation
Yakshagana performer,
Hegde said that while the
epic is famous in South
Asia, during their per-
formances in western
countries, dancers have
to employ more theatrical
elements for the audi-
ences’ enjoyment.

Yakshagana is a popu-
lar form of folk theatre in
Karnataka, which origi-
nated more than 500
years ago.

Hegde’s team has per-
formed in the US, UK,
UAE, Indonesia and oth-
ers. “Ramayana is a good
medium of cultural ex-
change”, he said.

The National
Ramayana Festival,
which started on
Thursday, will see per-
formances by artistes
from 12 states and two in-
ternational troupes
Cambodia and Indonesia.

National Ramayana festival will see one epic
with different interpretations, say artistes
By Ankit Mishra

Kanker, Jun 02 (PTI): A
29-year-old man was killed
and another injured after
they were run over by a
train while resting on a
railway track in
Chhattisgarh’s Kanker
district on Friday, police
said.

The incident took place
in the early hours of the
day near Salhe village
under Bhanupratappur
police station limits on
Antagarh-Durg route, an
official here said.

Rate Singh Korram and

his friend Harichandra
Uikey (30) had gone to an-
swer nature’s call in the
wee hours and later rested
on the railway track near-
by when the Antagarh-
Raigarh passenger train
ran over them, he said.

Korram died on the
spot, while Uikey, a resi-
dent of Dabkatta village,
was seriously injured, the
official said. Some locals
spotted the duo in the
morning and called an am-
bulance and informed the
police, he said, adding that
the injured man is under-
going treatment at a hospi-
tal in neighbouring Balod
district.

One person killed,
another injured 

After being run over
by train in Kanker

Raipur, June 02:
Chhattisgarh has trans-
formed into a divine
realm, resonating with the
spirit of Lord Shri Ram, as
the magnificent ‘National
Ramayana Festival’
kicked off in Raigarh, the
cultural capital of the
state. The air is filled with
an aura of devotion and
reverence, as the state ea-
gerly welcomes devotees
and artists from across the
nation and abroad to cele-
brate the epic saga of
Ramayana. The three-day
event will conclude on
June 3.

The festival has become
an international attrac-
tion with Ramayana
Mandlis from abroad cap-

tivating the audiences
with their enchanting per-

formance. Chief Minister
Shri Bhupesh Baghel said

“For the first time in the
country, a national-level
Ramayana Festival is
being organized in
Chhattisgarh. This presti-
gious event aims to pro-
mote the teachings and
ideals of Lord Shri Ram’s
exemplary character.
While it is a national
event, foreign delegations
from countries like
Cambodia and Indonesia
are also participating, ele-
vating it to an internation-
al festival.”

Reamker: Cambodia’s
National Epic Unveiling

the Glory of Rama
In Cambodia, the epic

poem Reamker, based on the
Sanskrit Ramayana, has
been recognized as the na-
tional epic. The name
Reamker literally means
“Glory of Rama,” and it
holds significant cultural
and historical value in

Cambodia. The earliest
known manuscript of
Reamker in Cambodia dates
back to the 7th century, with
the surviving text originat-
ing from the 16th century.
Reamker combines Hindu
and Buddhist elements,
adapting the Ramayana’s
narrative to incorporate
Buddhist themes and
philosophies. It explores the
concept of the balance be-
tween good and evil in the
world. The epic conveys
philosophical allegories
centered around justice and
fidelity through the journey
of King Rama and Queen
Sita. It is widely celebrated
and performed during vari-
ous festivals across
Cambodia. While Reamker
shares similarities with the
original Ramayana, it dis-
tinguishes itself by featur-
ing additional scenes and
placing emphasis on char-

acters like Hanuman and
Suvannamaccha.

Kakawin Ramayana:
The Alluring

Indonesian Adaptation
of Ramayana

The Kakawin Ramayana
is an ancient Javanese

poem that serves as a ren-
dition of the Sanskrit
Ramayana, composed in
the kakawin meter. It is
believed to have been
written during the late
ninth or early tenth cen-
tury in Central Java

(modern Indonesia), dur-
ing the era of the
Mataram Kingdom. The
Javanese Ramayana dif-
fers significantly from
the original Hindu ver-
sion, particularly in the
latter half of the tale.
Notable changes include
the inclusion of the
Javanese indigenous
deity dhayana Guardian
God of Java Semar and
his misshapen sons,
Gareng, Petruk, and
Bagong, who are known
as the Punokawan or
“clown servants.” This
modified version of the
epic has gained populari-
ty and is regularly per-
formed in wayang per-
formances.

It is worth mentioning
that this grand event has
attracted the participa-
tion of 270 artists from 12
different states.

Ch’garh’s epic extravaganza ‘National Ramayana Festival’ goes global

Control rooms set up for quick
redressal of drinking water problems
Raipur, Jun 02: Control rooms have been set up at
the sub-division level and at the development block
level for quick redressal of drinking water problems
at field level during summer season and for maintain-
ing smooth arrangement of drinking water in the 
district.

International
Ramayana troupes
steal the show

A 12-member troupe of
artists, who traveled a long
distance of 4,500 km from
Cambodia to Chhattisgarh,
captured the hearts of the
audience with their captivat-
ing 25-minute performance
adorning their exotic cos-
tumes on the inaugural day
of the three-day long festival.
The Cambodian Ramayana
team presented a musical

rendition of the story of
Ahiravan Vadh in Ramayana,
where Ravana’s brother,
Ahiravan, renders Lord Shri
Ram unconscious and takes
him to Patal Lok. Shri
Hanuman ventures into Patal
Lok to safely rescue Lord Shri
Ram, encountering his son,
Makardhwaj, along the way.
A battle ensues between
them, but no victory or
defeat is attained.
Eventually, Hanuman suc-
cessfully brings back Lord
Shri Ram. This incident from
the Ramayana was presented
in a profoundly soulful man-
ner by the international
troupe.

Cambodian Ramayana troupe enthralls the
audience with a captivating performance

An attractive perform-
ance by the Indonesian
troupe will take center
stage on the third day of
the festival i.e. on June 3.
Their performance will
showcase the diverse and
universal aspects of
Lord Shri Ram’s epic
tale, providing a glimpse
into the countless global
interpretations of the
Ramayana.

The World on Stage: Indonesian Troupe to
deliver captivating performance on day three
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BBiijjaappuurr,,  JJuunn  0022::  Commerce Tax,

Industry and Excise Minister of
Chhattisgarh Government and
Minister in-charge of Bijapur dis-
trict Kawasi Lakhma is on a two-
day stay in Bijapur district. On
the first day of his stay, he inau-
gurated the community building
of Gondwana Coordination
Committee (GCC), Bijapur built

at a cost of
Rs 1 cr.
During the in-
auguration,
CC road and
b o u n d a r y
wall were an-
n o u n c e d
from the
main road to
the building
on the de-
mand of trib-
al society. 

D u r i n g
this, thou-
sands of trib-
al villagers
from all over

the district participated in
Karsad and duly worshiped the
deities, while Minister Lakhma
and former MP Nand Kumar Sai,
who arrived as a special guest,
also worshiped the deities. They
praised the Gods and Goddesses
by participating in 'Kar Rela' and
other traditional dances.

Addressing the inauguration
program, Minister Kawasi
Lakhma said that the tribals are
the owners of water-forests and
land and the state government is
committed to all-round develop-
ment along with giving them
ownership rights. Lakhma said
that today there is an atmos-
phere of prosperity among the
tribals of the entire Bastar divi-
sion. As per the intention of
Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
not only Bastar, the work is
being done to make the tribals,
poor, farmers, women and youth
sections of Chhattisgarh finan-
cially empowered by benefiting
from various schemes. 

Paddy is being procured from
the farmers on MSP highest in
any state so far and under the
Rajiv Gandhi Kisan Nyay Yojana,
Rs 9,000 per acre is being given
as grant assistance. 

As a result of the increase in
paddy production, now instead
of 15, 20 quintals per acre of
paddy will be purchased. With

the increase in the honorarium of
various categories of employees
including Kotwar, Anganwadi
workers, assistants, trust in the
government has increased. Apart
from farmers, landless agricul-
tural labourers, priests are being
given Rs 7,000 per year. There is
an air of happiness among the
forest produce collectors and the

tribals by making the standard
bag Rs 4 thousand to the
Tendupatta collectors. 

Even Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel has given consent for
cash payment on the demand of
Tedupatta collectors of Bijapur
district. Work is being done to
restore the Devguri, Ghotul dead
pillar, the symbol of faith of the

tribals. Due to which there is a
wave of happiness among the
tribals. On the instructions of the
Chief Minister, new schemes are
being brought for the conserva-
tion, promotion and develop-
ment of tribal culture so that all-
round development of the tribals
can take place and the society
can be connected with the main-

stream. 
During the meeting of Chief

Minister Bhupesh Baghel in
Bijapur district, funds were
made available to all the people
of the society who demanded
social buildings. Contemplating
on tribal culture, social building
is also an important contribution
towards taking the society for-
ward. By holding necessary
meetings in the building, it will
be easy to give a new direction
to the society and it will be con-
venient to conduct social 
activities.

Addressing the program, for-
mer MP Nand Kumar Sai praised
the beauty of Bijapur and the
simplicity of the villagers and
said that Bijapur has to be made
even more beautiful. The pace of
development has to be acceler-
ated. On the other hand, we all
will work together for the
progress and development of
tribals, social strengthening and
economic strengthening.
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Raipur, Jun 02: Popular
Chhattisgarhi film actor
Anuj Sharma and folk
dancer Radheshyam
Barle, both Padma Shri
awardees, were on
Thursday inducted into
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) ahead of the
Chhattisgarh Assembly
polls scheduled at the end
of this year.

Sharma, Barle, retired
IAS officer Rajpal Singh
Tyagi, state chief of
'Akhil Bharatiya Marar,
Mali, Kushwaha,
Maurya, Saini
Mahasabha' Rajendra
Nayak Patel, were among
the 450 persons from dif-
ferent fields who joined
the BJP in the presence

of state unit chief Arun
Sao, state in-charge Om
Mathur and former chief
minister Raman Singh.

Welcoming them, Sao
said this is an auspicious
sign for his party and
also a signal to the ruling
Congress that its count-
down has begun as peo-
ple were fed up of the
misrule and corruption
of the Bhupesh Baghel
government.

The achievements and
good governance of the
Union government under
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had in-
stilled confidence in the
people of the country in
the last nine years, Sao
claimed.

Barle joined the party
along with 309 folk

artistes while Sharma
was inducted along with
52 persons, including
artists, producers, direc-
tors, production manager
of Chhattisgarh Film
Industries and farmers, a
BJP release said.
Similarly, as many as 28
heads of different Other
Backward Classes (OBC)
communities in Raipur
division led by Nayak
joined the party, it said.

In 2018, the Congress
had registered a land-
slide victory winning 68
out of 90 Assembly seats,
ending the 15-year rule of
the BJP, which could get
only 15 seats. Bypoll vic-
tories have taken the
Congress' current
strength to 71, while the
BJP's tally is down to 14.

Societies with zero shortage to get incentive : Chandrakar
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Raipur, Jun 02: A three-
day training session for
newly appointed presidents
of cooperative societies was
organized from May 30 to
June 1 at Chhattisgarh
Cooperative Training
Institute, Pandri, Raipur.

Presidents (authorities)
of 27 Primary Agricultural
Credit Societies from
Raigarh, Pusaur and
Dharamjaygarh were
trained by the subject ex-
perts on leadership develop-
ment, societies bylaws, pow-
ers of the president, soci-
ety's capital, funds, manage-
ment, loan distribution and
recovery.

Efforts are being made to
improve the financial con-
dition of cooperative soci-
eties in the state as per the

wish of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel.
Cooperative societies
where there has been zero
shortage in procurement of
paddy on the support price
in the procurement market-
ing year 2022-23, will be
given incentives, said  Apex
Bank Chairman Baijnath
Chandrakar while address-
ing a training session of
the newly appointed presi-
dents of cooperative soci-

eties.
Chandrakar further said

that 725 new societies were
formed by restructuring co-
operative societies in
Chhattisgarh by the gov-
ernment. Through co-oper-
ative societies and co-oper-
ative banks, the amount of
Rajiv Gandhi Kisan Nyay
Yojana and Godhan Nyay is
being transferred regularly
to the farmers' accounts, he
said.

Under the Rajiv Gandhi
Kisan Nyay Yojana, farm-
ers producing horticulture
crops, Kodo-Kutki, Ragi in-
cluding all Kharif crops are
being provided agricultur-
al input assistance on per
acre basis in the state. With
these practical policies, the
villages, the poor and the
farmers of Chhattisgarh
prospered and the societies
became stronger.

Various types of employ-

ment-oriented works are
being done in Gothans, due
to which rural women are
becoming self-reliant. Apex
Bank's DGM and Director
of Training Institute
Bhupesh Chandravanshi,
Deputy Director AK Lahre,
AGM and Branch Manager
Pandri Ajay Bhagat,
Administrative Officer
Vimal Singh and Accounts
Officer Prabhakar Kant
Yadav were present.

CM Baghel launches 
a chatbot for the sale 

of RIPA goods
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Raipur, Jun 02: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
launched a chatbot for or-
dering various types of
products under the
Mahatma Gandhi Rural
Industrial Park (RIPA) in
Raigarh on Thursday. The
District Administration
Raigarh activated this bot
through Nirman and Fasal
Bazar after it was created by
ATMIK BHARAT - vertex
suit. The entrepreneurs of
the Rural Industrial Park
will now be able to offer
their goods directly to cus-
tomers over WhatsApp by
using this chatbot.

Various types of products
are manufactured in 14 dif-

ferent RIPA gram panchay-
ats that operate under the
Mahatma Gandhi Rural
Industrial Park, an ambi-
tious scheme of the
Chhattisgarh Government.
The manufacturing of dif-
ferent items includes jute
bags, kosa cloth, terracotta,
jawaphool rice, ragi prod-
ucts, bamboo crafts, spices,
ready-to-eat food, cow dung
paint, sambalpuri sarees,
clothes, dhokra art, pickles,
badi papad, artificial jewel-
ry, etc. Chatbots are very
user-friendly and function
similarly to WhatsApp.
Orders and payments can
be made with the help of
this bot. Selling the product
is simple and highly prof-
itable for rural business
owners. Additionally, people
can purchase the products
made in RIPA through on-
line marketplaces like
Amazon and Flipkart.
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Raipur, Jun 02: Voting will
be held on June 27 for va-
cant sarpanch posts in three
gram panchayats and va-
cant panch posts in 22 gram
panchayats in Raipur dis-
trict. Notification has been
issued by the Chhattisgarh
State Election Commission
for the three-tier panchayat
by-election.

With the announcement
of the election schedule by
the State Election
Commission, the Model
Code of Conduct has come
into force from the date of
announcement of the elec-
tion till the declaration of
the result in the areas of the
concerned Gram
Panchayats where elections
are to be held.

The schedule for

Panchayat by-election has
also been issued by the State
Election Commission.
According to the notifica-
tion issued, the publication
of the election information
will be on June 2 at 10.30 am.
Information regarding
reservation of seats and list
of polling stations will also
be published on the same
day. Nomination papers will
be received by the
Returning Officer from
10.30 am to 3 pm on June 2.
The last date for receiving
nominations will be June 9
till 3 pm.

The nomination papers
will be scrutinized on June
10 from 10.30 am.
Candidates will be able to
withdraw their names till 3
pm on June 12. Preparing
and publishing the list of
contesting candidates and

allotment of election sym-
bols will be done on June 12
only. If necessary, voting
will be held for the three-
tier panchayat by-election
on June 27 from 7 am to 3
pm. The counting of votes
will be done at the polling
stations after the polling
ends on June 27.

If necessary, counting of
votes will be done at tehsil
or development block head-
quarters from 3 pm on June
28. The announcement and
tabulation of election re-
sults will be done at block
headquarters on June 30 at
9 am. By-election will be
held for the post of
Sarpanch in Gram
Panchayat Giraula and Jodi
in Abhanpur development
block of Raipur district.
Election will be held to elect
Sarpanch in Gram

Panchayat Bhumiya in
Tilda development block.

Election will be held for
the post of Panch in Gram
Panchayat Munrethi,
Khorsi, Majitha, Gaurbhath
and Nara in Arang develop-
ment block of the district.
Election will be held for va-
cant Panch posts in
Sonpari, Madlaur, Parsada
Soth, Tuta, Khatti and
Bhatgaon gram panchayats
in Abhanpur development
block. Election will be held
for vacant Panch posts in
Bahesar, Bana, Sakari,
Temri, Murra, Nagargaon
gram panchayats in
Dharsiwan development
block. By-elections will be
held for Panchs in
Mohrenga, Tildadih,
Adsena, Beldar Seoni,
Ganiyari gram panchayats
in Tilda development block.

Prof. (Dr.) T. Rama Rao
becomes first V-C of
Anjaneya University
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Raipur, Jun 02:
Chhattisgarh Governor-
cum-Visitor Biswabhusan
Harichandan appointed
Prof. (Dr.) T Rama Rao as
the first Vice-Chancellor of
Anjaneya University on 1st
June 2023 (Wednesday).
Notably, Prof. T Rama Rao,
Professor of Mechanical
Engineering, has been as-
sociated with education
and research for more than
38 years.

Along with this, he has
worked as Dean, Dean
Administration and
Institute Director in vari-
ous colleges and universi-
ties. Anjaneya University
was established in 2022 as
the 16th private university
of Chhattisgarh state. The
University is located near

Chhattisgarh State
Assembly in the heart of
the state capital Raipur.
Various professional cours-
es are being conducted by
the university. Chancellor
of Anjaneya University
Abhishek Agarwal and
management committee
conveyed his best wishes
on the appointment of the
new Vice Chancellor Prof.
(Dr.) T. Rama Rao
Congratulations.

Rehabilitation of Pandri
shopkeepers begins
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Raipur, Jun 02:
Allotment of shops has
been started for the
traders of the Pandri bus
stand in the vending zone
constructed by the District
Urban Public Service
Society, Raipur at

Interstate Bus Terminal
Bhatagaon. A decision has
been taken regarding 90
shops out of 102 construct-
ed in the new bus terminal
of Bhatagaon. Out of
these 90 shops, the process
of allotting shops to 66 li-
censed shopkeepers has
been started. As many as

24 shops have been re-
served for the shopkeepers
who are running shops
through encroachment in
Pandri bus stand. Shops
will be allotted to them on
payment of specified
amount of fees. The 12 va-
cant shops will be allotted
through open tender.

Over 12.38 lakh people pledge 
to protect environment
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Raipur, Jun 02: Nearly 12
lakh 38 thousand 116 people
have set a world record by
taking the pledge of envi-
ronment protection in
Chhattisgarh today, on
June 01. The program of
oath was organized by the
Chhattisgarh Environment
Conservation Board under
the Mission Life program
on June 1, 2023 from 8 am to
5 pm.

It was an innovative ini-
tiative of Chhattisgarh
Environment Conservation
Board, EIACP to bring
awareness through public
participation in the field of
environmental conserva-
tion, in which a target was
set to take a pledge to bring
changes in our daily life for

environmental protection
in a single day. Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
while appealing to the peo-
ple for participation in this
campaign of the
Environment Conservation
Board said that this is not

only an oath but a public
campaign, which will set a
record in new Chhattisgarh.

The Chief Minister's ap-
peal had an effect and peo-
ple of every section of the
state supported the cam-
paign of the Chhattisgarh

Environment Conservation
Board. More than 12 lakh 38
thousand 116 people set a
world record by taking the
oath of environment pro-
tection on a single day. In
Raipur district, the world
record of maximum num-

ber of oaths in a day was
broken and Board regis-
tered its name in Limca
Book of Records with 1
lakh 75 thousand 209 oaths.

More than 12 lakh 38
thousand 116 people regis-
tered their names in India
Star Book of Records and
World Record Book by tak-
ing oath in the entire state.
Housing and Environment
Minister of Chhattisgarh
Mohammad Akbar and
Chairman of Chhattisgarh
Environment Conservation
Board Subrat Sahoo have
congratulated the officers
and employees of the
board while thanking the
people of the state.
Member Secretary of the
Board RP Tiwari thanked
all those involved in this
public campaign.
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Election notification issued for 
3 Sarpanch and 22 Panch posts

In Raipur district; voting on June 27, result on June 30 RIPA entrepreneurs
will have no trouble
selling their goods

CC road and bound-
ary wall were also
gifted in the building
built at a cost of 1 cr

Three-day training of newly appointed presidents of cooperative societies concludes

Actor Anuj, ex-IAS, folk dancer
Barle and others join BJP

Lakhma inaugurates community building of GCC
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Jagdalpur, Jun 02: The first
divisional worker's confer-
ence of Congress was held at
Krishna Garden in
Jagdalpur on Friday in view
of preparations for the forth-
coming  assembly elections
in the state. CM Baghel inau-
gurated it. From this confer-
ence, Chief Minister

Bhupesh Baghel and PCC
State in-Charge Kumari
Selja, PCC State President
Mohan Markam, Assembly
Speaker Dr Charandas
Mahant, Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu, Excise

Minister Kawasi Lakhma,
MP Deepak Baij and around
two thousand party workers,
office bearers and leaders
from across the division
from 12 assemblies of seven
districts of Bastar division

are taking part in it.
Congress MLAs from 12

Vidhan Sabhas of seven dis-
tricts of Bastar division,
Congress councillors, presi-
dents, mayors, city panchay-
at presidents and district

panchayat president level
leaders have been called. The
first divisional worker's con-
ference of the Congress is
being considered as the
conch shell for the assembly
elections.

MLA, Nishad Samaj extends
best wishes to RK Nishad
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Balod, Jun 02: One
Rajendra Kumar Nishad
R/o Gram Iraguda of
Balod district started his
pilgrimage to Maa
Vaishnav Devi on foot
and for this the MLA
Kunwar Singh Nishad
and other members of
Nishad Samaj departed
him after prayers at Maa
Chandi Mata's mandir
from Gunderdehi.

Rajendra Kumar is just
46 yrs and on completion
of his wish, he agai left
for 'darshan' to Maa
Vaishnav Devi on foot for
the second time.
Rajendra Kumar in-
formed that prior to this
it was in 2018 he went on
foot to Vaishnav Devi's

darbar from his home-
town and it was very suc-
cessful.

Parliamentary Secy.
extends assistance

Parliamentary Secy
and MLA Gunderdehi VS
Kunwar Singh Nishad
and Danteshwari Nishad
took part in the depar-
ture programme of RK
Nishad along with huge
crowd from his commu-
nity and 'Jas-Mandali'.
During this people from
Nishad Samaj and vil-
lagers were present.

Speaking on the occa-
sion MLA KS Nishad
saidthat RK Nishad is an
honour for the Samaj and
power of 'Mata Vaishnav
Devi' is reflected on his
face and added that he al-
ways keep motivating

others that if one has
firm faith and belief on
Mata Vaishnav Devi,
then no work or goal is
difficult.

Day passes off easily
Leaving from Balod on

foot, RK Nishad informed
that this journey for him
is very convenient, as
mid-way people offer him
food and water and he
does not faces any prob-
lem. In the hand he car-
ries 'Maa Vaishnav Devi'
flag and informed that it
takes about 60-65 days to
him to reaech Vaishnav
Devi Mandir.

He goes from Balod to
Durg, Kawardha,
Mandala, Jabalpur and
then to Delhi and then
continues his journey to
Vaishnav Devi.
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Bagbahra, Jun 02:
Standing tall to his mar-
riage vows Labourer
Bishat Yadav of nearby
village Bodri Dadar,
brought the mortal re-
mains of his wife to his na-
tive place here, some thou-
sand kilometers from UP,
and performed the last
rites.

As per information
Yadav's wife Punia Bai 45
years, died suddenly on
the intervening night of
23-24 May in Banshapukha
brick kiln of Sultanpur
UP. The couple was work-
ing in the kiln, as their
children were back in the
village.

After the untimely
death of his wife, Yadav

with the help of the kiln
owner, who arranged an
ambulance, brought the
remains oh his wife and
performed her last rites, in
the presence of her chil-
dren.

The couple has three

daughters' ands a son, of
which the boy runs a food
handcart, while the eldest
daughter is married. The
villagers have demanded
financial aid to the family
from the administration to
sustain the family.
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Manendragarh, Jun 02:
Under the chairmanship
of Collector Narendra
Kumar Dugga, a weekly
deadline meeting was or-
ganized in the collectorate
hall here and in the meet-
ing, the Collector after
taking information about
the implementation of
various construction
works approved under the
Chief Minister's an-
nouncement, gave in-
structions to start and
complete the approved
works within the quality
time limit and review the
applications received in
Jan Chaupal department-
wise and resolve them im-
mediately.

He asked the depart-

ment officials to provide
updated information
about the Chief Minister's
announcement. In the
meeting, he also instruct-
ed to complete transparen-
cy in the ongoing contract
recruitment process in
Swami Atmanand English
Medium School and com-

plete the construction
works of the school at the
earliest. Taking informa-
tion about election-relat-
ed preparations and veri-
fication of polling sta-
tions, he instructed not to
be negligent in the work
of election, as well as ask-
ing all department heads

for PPES of officers-em-
ployees.

He also gave instruc-
tions to Public Health
Engineering Department
to bring quality progress
in the ongoing works
under Jal Jeevan Mission
and also asked to take nec-
essary action from time to

time to provide relief to
the villagers from the
problem of electricity bill
and low voltage.

He instructed the
District Program
Manager to bring
progress in making
Ayushman cards so that
more and more people can
get the benefit of
Ayushman card scheme.

Applications related to
revenue matters, elec-
tricity related problems,
encroachment, demarca-
tion, employment, MN-
REGA and other matters
were mainly received in
Jandarshan. Collector
Mr. Dugga instructed the
officers of all the depart-
ments to dispose of the
applications received
soon.

Regularisation ‘Rathyatra’ 
to reach Balod on June 8
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Balod/Doundilohara, Jun 02:
The members of
Chhattisgarh Sarv
Vibhagiya Samvida
Karamchari Mahsangh
(CSVSKM) took out a sym-
bolic regularisation
'Rathyatra' in all the 33 dis-
tricts of the state in view
of their ongoing strike
started last from 16 May
2023 to June 21, 2023 in sup-
port of promise made by
the state government in
their election manifesto
prior to winning the elec-
tions and demanded its
immediate fulfillment.

This 'Rathyatra' will be
reaching District Balod on
June 8 and in this the con-
tractual employees are ac-
cording warm welcome
amidst drum-beats and

music and busting of fire-
cracker in the block-head-
quarters in-between.
CSVSKM members
charged that even after
four & half years of com-
pletion of Congress gov-
ernment, this demand of

regularisation of contrac-
tual employee has not
been fulfilled and due to
which there is great deal of
resentment among the em-
ployees. By taking out this
'Rathyatra', the employees
want to draw attention of

the state government.
There is lot of enthusi-

asm among the contractu-
al employees related to
this 'Rathyatra' and the
employees are gathering
together prior to arrival of
this 'Rathyatra' in their
block or district.
Preparations are in full
swing to welcome this
'Rathyatra' in Balod dis-
trict on June 8.

To welcome this
Rathyatra, the contractual
employees from Health,
Panchayat, Women and
Child Development,
PMGSY, CREDA, Labour
Department, ITI,
Agriculture, Skill
Upgradation, and other de-
partments would be taking
part, informs district con-
vener of this Yatra in a
press release.

World Tobacco Prohibition
Day celebrated
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Sukma, Jun 02: On the
occasion of World Tobacco
Prohibition Day, informa-
tion was given about the
ill-effects of tobacco,
beedi, cigarette, gutkha
and alcohol through
Mitanins at the Health and
Wellness Center of Gram
Panchayat Jhapra.
District Hospital's dentist
Dr. Yogesh Paikra, devel-
opment block programme
manager Shashwat Singh,
program leader of
Piramal Foundation
Stephen Mascanalli while
sharing the side effects of
smoking with Mitanins
and general public said
that tobacco consumption
can be fatal for health.

Tobacco or smoking
negatively affects a per-
son's mental health as well

as physical health. Beedi
cigarette and gutkha etc.
increases the risk of many
diseases and smoking
weakens the arteries and
can lead to coronary heart
disease and stroke and att
the same time, smoking
has also been considered a
possible factor for in-
creased heart attacks glob-

ally, they collectively said.
On this occasion, ANM

Manju Yadav, ANM
Sangeeta Baghel CHO
Jhapra Neha Nag,
Development Block
Coordinator Champa
Padma, Sanjula Joseph
Mitanin Instructor and
others were present.It is
noteworthy that every

year World No Tobacco
Day is celebrated on 31
May. In 1988, a resolution
was passed to celebrate it
on the last day of May,
since then, every year on
May 31, World No Tobacco
Day was celebrated to stop
the consumption of tobac-
co and to make aware of
the problems caused by it.

Complete construction works within time 
limit as per CM’s announcement: Collector

Labourer brings wife mortal
remains to village for last rites

Going on foot for second time to Maa Vaishnav Devi

CM inaugurates first divisional 
worker’s conference of Congress

Cong organization is
strong in Bastar: Selja

JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  JJuunn  0022::  Congress's state in-
charge Kumari Selja, who reached
Bastar to attend the first divisional
workers conference of Congress, said
that the elections are near, we are
ready for this. The Congress organiza-
tion is strong in Bastar, we work to-
gether, that's why we win elections.
She said that when Priyanka Gandhi
had come to stay in Bastar, the people
here gave her a lots of love. And had
made the 'Bharose Ka Samemlan' a
grand success. People have faith in the
Congress party, she claimed. She said
that BJP's politics is different. We
work, whereas those people (BJPians)
talk wrong, spread lies. 
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Konta, Jun 02: For the
purpose of connecting the
internal areas of district
Sukma of Chhattisgarh
state with mobile connec-
tivity and providing better
internet facilities, a total
of 116 new Jio towers have
been established by the ad-
ministration under the
USOF PROJECT LWE-II
scheme for 100 percent 4G
connectivity.

In this sequence,
Sundarraj P. Inspector
General of Police, Bastar
Range Jagdalpur and
Kiran Chavan,
Superintendent of Police,
District Sukma, and
Narendra Pal,
Commandant 50 V Vahini
CRPF, Sarang
Commandant 150 V Vahini
CRPF, Gaurav Mandal,
Adi. Under the direction
of Superintendent of
Police Konta and under

the supervision of Girija
Shankar Sao, Deputy
Superintendent of Police
Naxal Ops Konta, Vijay
Singh Rajput Police Sub-
Divisional Officer
Jagargunda, Rohit Shukla,
Police Sub-Divisional
Officer Konta and with the
joint efforts of police and

district administration in
Naxal affected areas of
Sukma district that Jio’s
new towers are being in-
stalled. Under this scheme,
the tower of Jio 4G mobile
network was established
on 30.05.2023 in Kolaiguda
and Karigundam, the
worst naxal affected areas

of the district. Many near-
by villages including
Kolaiguda, Karigundam
will be benefited by the
commencement of mobile
connectivity, due to which
there is an atmosphere of
joy among the villagers.
The installation of mobile
towers in the area will also
help school students to
study online, as well as the
villagers will be aware of
the information about the
country and abroad
through the Internet.

Due to the continuous
efforts of Sukma Police, it
has been possible to install
mobile towers in the inte-
rior areas. With the com-
mencement of mobile con-
nectivity in the said vil-
lages, the villagers in
Bheji, Chintagufa Axis
and the soldiers of the se-
curity forces deployed in
the camps of the said area
will not have any problem
of mobile network. The se-
curity forces were thanked
by the local villagers for
the installation of the
tower.

4G mobile network started in
Kolaiguda and Karigundam
Comes under worst
naxal affected areas
of Sukma district

Balod, Jun 02: A woman
falling prey to stubble
burning in the field died
in Gram Aaroop under
Balod thana here on
Wednesday. As per infor-
mation in this regard, the
woman left from her
house at 12:00 noon and
did not reached late at
night.

In the morning when
the family members went
to the field, they found her
singed body lying in the
middle of the field with
burnt stubble and this
news created sensation in
the entire region.

Died of suffocation
In this entire case the

police is suspecting it to
be death due to suffoca-
tion and now they have
become active and went
to the site and checked.
The singed woman’s
body was sent for post-
mortem to District
Hospital Balod and after
which it was handed
over to the family mem-
ber.

Cases on the rise due to
stubble burning

Despite ban on stubble
burning by the local ad-
ministration and state
government and even ac-
tion by the Agriculture
Department, but the peo-
ple are still burning the
stubble in their farms. A
woman died of stubble
burning in Gram Aaroop
and the villagers said that
it might have been due to
suffocation from the
smoke. Actually there are
lots of damages caused
due to stubble burning, as
it emits Carbon Dioxide
and causes damage to soil
and its fertility as well.
Had gone to see her farm

The family members
and villagers informed
that the woman went to
her farm to see her land
and just near her farm,
there is farm of another
person and the stubble
was burning in it. As to
how this woman came in
contact with fire and stub-
ble burning is a point to be
investigated. The police is
checking into all the an-
gles and after the post-
mortem report the final
action will be taken.

Woman’s body found in
farm with burnt stubble

Police suspects it 
to be death due to
suffocation

Kawardha, Jun 02: Once
again the students of
Government Primary
School, Gunjheta under
Pandaria block have shown
their talent. As per orders
by SECRT, Nihar Shanti
Pathshala English Literacy
Programme LLF, organised
Word Power Championship
2023 in English subject on-
line and through video
coniference for the stu-
dents from Class 4-5 from
Govt Primary School, so as
to nurture their talent.

In this students from
Govt Primary School,
Gunjheta from Pandaria
block actively participated
under guidance of teacher
Bharat Kumar Dore. In the
block-level selection
round,a total of 33 students

secured their place and in
the district-level also four
students gave exemplary
performance and secured
berth for the state-level.

At the same time, Richa
Nirmalkar of Class 5th
from Govt Primary School,
Ginjheta, got selected for
this championship at state-
level and reached upoto
semi-final. On this achieve-
ment of the student, there
is lot of happiness among
the school management
and parents. A total of 33
students from this School
by getting selected includ-
ing Richa, created a record
of its own and for which
the teachers Primary
School Gunjheta Shail
Soyam, Manisha
Mangeshkar, and others
and parents and students
have expressed happiness
and wished her all the best
for the finals.

Richa makes it to semi-final
of Word Power Ch’ship

Organised by
NSPELLF of SCERT

Bijapur, Jun 02: Industry,
Commerce Tax and Excise
Minister and Minister in-
charge of Bijapur district
Kawasi Lakhma during
his visit observed the dis-
trict administration’s in-
novative initiative
Summer Camp. It was an
emotional moment when
he reached among the chil-
dren and became emotion-
al because more than one
thousand children who
are from remote and sensi-
tive areas were seen to-
gether for the first time in
Bijapur enthusiastically
learning activities.

It may be noted that
thousands of schools were
closed during Salwa
Judum in 2005, in which

only 300 schools in Bijapur
were closed. Giving priori-
ty to the better future of
tribal children, Minister
Kawasi Lakhma and
Regional MLA Vikram
Mandavi tried and Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
took a sensitive initiative.
Everyone has the right to
education, so why tribal
children were deprived of
education, these closed
schools were re-operated
with the help of local vil-
lagers. Now 200 schools
have been re-opened in
Bijapur. In order to instill
confidence in the children

of those schools, to en-
hance their talents, one
thousand children are
being taught various activ-
ities in the summer camp,
in which all kinds of
sports, dance, musical in-
struments, sculpture,
painting are given to them
according to the interest of
the children. Efforts are
being made to make them
proficient in education.
Minister Kawasi Lakhma
said that he himself has
been deprived of educa-
tion, so he understands
the importance of educa-
tion very well and he does

not want any poor, tribal
child to be deprived of ed-
ucation.

Giving priority to educa-
tion, we have opened
schools with the help of
local educated youth and
have connected those
youth with employment
by selecting them as edu-
cation ambassadors. The
entire administration
team deserves congratula-
tions. On the other hand,
Minister Kawasi Lakhma
danced along with the chil-
dren, praised the children
after listening to songs in
English, Hindi and Gondi,
Halbi by small children
and expressed heartfelt
gratitude to the head of
the state Bhupesh Baghel
for this commendable
work.

During this, Regional
MLA Vikram Shah
Mandavi gave detailed in-
formation to the Minister
regarding the organiza-
tion of the summer camp.
Along with public repre-
sentatives and officers-em-
ployees were present.

Pleasure to see children of remote areas, learning
activities by joining the mainstream: Lakhma

One thousand chil-
dren of more than
two hundred re-run
schools are learning
various activities
after reaching Bijapur
for the first time
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Bemetara, Jun 02: The
new Superintendent of
Police of the district
Bhavna Gupta (I.P.S.)
reached the District Police
Office on Thursday, June
01, 2023, to take charge of
the Superintendent of
Police, Bemetara, where
she was given a guard of
honour, after which she
took charge of the district.
A d d i t i o n a l
Superintendent of Police
Pankaj Patel handed over
the charge of the district
to newcomer
Superintendent of Police
Bhavna Gupta by giving
necessary information re-
garding the situation and
law and order in the dis-
trict. After taking charge,
the newly posted SP
Bemetara inspected all the
branches of the District
Police Office.

Mrs Bhavna Gupta is an
Indian Police Service (IPS)
officer of 2014 batch. Prior
to this, she has been posted
as Superintendent of

Police in District-
Surajpur and Ambikapur
(Surguja). After taking
charge of the district, the
newly appointed
Superintendent of Police
asked all the gazetted offi-
cers and station/outpost
in-charges of the district
to lay emphasis on better
policing and crime con-
trol.

During this, Additional
Superintendent of Police
Pankaj Patel, Deputy
Superintendent of Police
(Headquarters) Rajesh
Kumar Jha, Sub-
Divisional Officer of
Police Bemetara Manoj
Tirkey, Sub-Divisional
Officer of Police Berla
Tejram Patel, Deputy
Superintendent of Police
Kamal Narayan Sharma,
Deputy Superintendent of
Police Crime Against
Women Kaushalya Sahu
and Trainee Deputy
Superintendent of Police
Brij Kishore Yadav along
with all police station/out-
post in-charge were 
present.

Bemetara’s new SP Bhavna
Gupta  takes charge

Konta, Jun 02: A vehicle
Tata Magic No.
AP31TC5520 on National
Highway- 30 which was
going from village-
Kolaiguda via Injaram-
Bheji road towards Konta
in which men, women and
children including about
18- 20 passengers were trav-
eling when suddenly the
vehicle lost control in front
of village Injram and over-
turned on the right side of
the road.

As soon as the news was
received by the villagers, as
the spot was near, 219
Battalion CRPF jawans,
taking immediate action,
reached the spot and
helped the passengers
trapped inside the vehicle

along with the villagers to
get out and all the injured
passengers were immedi-
ately given first aid. They
offered help to take them to
Government Hospital
Konta by another vehicle at
the earliest. In this acci-
dent, about 5-6 passen-
gers/villagers were seri-
ously hurt while others
were unhurt with minor
scratches.

The prompt action taken
by the jawans of 219th
CRPF Battalion along with
the villagers prevented the
incident from turning into
a major accident. With this
quick action taken by
CRPF, the feeling of always
standing firm for their
safety and helping them at
the earliest in any emer-
gency will increase their
trust in the rural people to-
wards the government and
the security forces.

Road accident in Injaram

Jawans of  219 CRPF
Battalion saved the
lives of the passengers

Bemetara, June 02:
Indian Red Cross Society
meeting was organized on
Wednesday at New Circuit
House Bemetara. The
meeting was held under
the chairmanship of MK
Raut, Chief Executive
Officer cum General
Secretary and Ashok
Agarwal, Chairman. The
meeting took place in the
presence of Collector
Padum Singh Elma,
Additional Collector Dr.
Anil Bajpai, Chief Medical
and Health Officer Dr.
Ganesh Lal Tandon, Civil
Surgeon cum Chief
Hospital Superintendent
Dr. Santram Churendra.
In the said meeting, the

Chief Executive Officer
cum General Secretary di-
rected that at the time of
admission in all the
schools and colleges, all
the students should be di-
rected by the College
Principal and the
Education Department to
take information and
membership of the Indian
Red Cross Society. From
time to time, the members
of the Red Cross Society
should be trained.

To get rid of T.B. a target
has been set by 2024 to pro-
vide food supplement by
adopting it to the patients.
At the same time, the
Deputy Director of Social
Welfare Barkha Kasu was
asked to serve the old peo-
ple living in the Old Age

Home, the quality of food
and health tests from time
to time. He asked the offi-
cers to make people aware
for maximum blood dona-
tion and organize health
check-up camps along
with blood donation
camps in schools and col-
leges. Make people aware
to join the Indian Red
Cross Society.

In the meeting,
Principal in-charge of
Government Girls College
Dr. D. Dey, Principal of
Government PG College
PP Chandravanshi,
District NSS Officer N.R.
Nirmalkar, Sunil Tiwari,
Assistant Director from
Education Department
and other officers/employ-
ees were present.

Give information about Indian Red
Cross Society to all students: Ashok

At the time of admis-
sion-Ashok Aggarwal*
Indian Red Cross
Society meeting 
concludes

Action taken against 13 under COTPA Act
Simga, June 01: Under guid-
ance of SSP and DIG and Addl.
SP and SDOP Bhatapara, the po-
lice took action against 13 per-
sons under COTPA Act 2003 in
the pan shops and other tobacco
products and fined them with Rs
2600. In the above action, TI
Simga thana Amit Kumar
Tiwari and ‘Pradhan’
Chandrabhan Pandey, constable
Arvind Kaushik and Babbu
Sahu were present.

Amarkantak, Jun 02:
International conference
organized by Indira Gandhi
National Tribal University,
(IGNTU) Amarkantak
under Y20 on the topic
“Climate Change and
Disaster Risk Reduction:
Making Sustainability a
Way of Life” was inaugu-
rated by Vice Chancellor of
the University and Minister
Ashwini Choubey. On this
occasion, Minister Ashwini
Choubey gave his lecture
on environment and cli-
mate change. He said that
action is being taken only
and only by the
Government of India with
immediate effect on the cli-
mate change happening all
over the world. You men-
tioned that 65% of the pop-
ulation comes under the G-
20 summit, it is very impor-
tant for the development
and prosperity of the world.
Showing his concern for
the youth of his country
and how youth can benefit
themselves from this event,
he said that it is our duty to
protect and preserve the el-
ements of nature. India is
the fifth largest economy in
the world. Our thoughts are
taking us forward and we
are on our way to become
the best in the world, not
only we are changing but
the whole world is moving
forward on the thoughts
told by India. India is such a
country where India is
called mother, there is no
such economy in the world
which is called as mother’s
mother.

On this occasion, Vice-

Chancellor of the
University Prof. Sri
Prakash Mani Tripathi
gave a lecture on why sus-
tainable development is im-
portant. He said that what
is happening today is due to
climate change and uncon-
trollable weather quality of
nature which is the origin
of forests. It also results in
over harvesting and degra-
dation of lifestyle. India is
important in restoring the
natural order of the earth
and has become an impor-
tant link in it. This univer-
sity is situated in the region
of Maa Narmada. It is a
place where nature meets
culture, youth is the
strength of our country
today, it is such a force that
can turn any complex disas-
ter into opportunity. It re-
quires will power and pur-
pose, the way of which is
emerging from the educa-
tion that the university is
living. I have full faith that
this event will present the
ways of living eternal life
in front of the world.

In today’s program,

Secretary in the Ministry of
Youth and Sports, Mita
Rajeev Lochan said that
India is a leader in sustain-
able development. Why is
India the best?  If you want
to know this, then you have
to read the religious books
of India. Today, this discus-
sion in Amarkantak has be-
come ideal for the whole
world because the environ-
ment here tells what the na-
ture was like and how it is
changing. The relationship
between nature and faith is
very important, if nature is
healthy, then humans will
be healthy, you have seen a
living example of this,
Covid-19, that nature and
life are made for each other.
If we did not preserve the
nature then our life would
not be possible. Another as-
pect of this is to keep the
rivers safe and clean. If the
rivers remain safe then our
lives will also be safe. India
is moving forward as a
youth driven country
where one third of the
Chief Ministers are also
young.

In the program,
Yajnavalkya Shukla Shukla
gave his speech around the
geographical factors of
Amarkantak, he said that
this world conference is
being organized in
Amarkantak, it is the best
place. You know that only
nature can save people, for
this we ourselves have to
come forward. Be it think
tanks of metros or people of
villages, everyone is shar-
ing their views on climate
change. But today we need
to take action along with
thoughts. We are blessed
with the legacy of the
Vedas which tell the way of
life. This place is full of
tribal areas where they
have an important place in
climate protection. We
should go in the lap of na-
ture.

At the end of the pro-
gram, Dr. Ishwar Mukul
Shah, Chancellor of the
University, while giving his
lecture on this event in this
University, said that biodi-
versity and conservation
are the basic of this earth.

He told that the old way of
living was very important,
youth will have to come for-
ward to adopt that eternal
lifestyle, and not only will
have to come forward, but
that lifestyle will not be sit-
ting far and wide in the
minds of the people, which
was practiced by the previ-
ous generations. Mistakes
have been made, they have
to be rectified and what we
have inherited from nature
has to be carried forward.
What our religious book
says on Sanatan lifestyle
has to be told to the whole
world only then we can con-
serve the environment and
save the world.

At the end of the pro-
gram, a memorandum of
thanks was given to every-
one by Professor Murthy,
Registrar of the University.
The program was organ-
ized at Laxman Havanur
Auditorium. Convenor
Prof. Bhuminath Tripathi
welcomed, Dr. Rahil con-
ducted and vote of thanks
was given by Acting
Registrar Professor Murthy.
Various international and
national participants
shared their views in the
technical sessions at the
event. 20 scholars and re-
searchers from seven coun-
tries, more than 300 dele-
gates from across the coun-
try, 20 sarpanches, mem-
bers of self-help groups, vol-
unteers and program offi-
cers of various units of
National Service Scheme,
NCC cadets, students etc.
are participating in this im-
portant conference.

Tribal lifestyle is the basis of nature: Choubey 
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Kyiv, Jun 02:

US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken said on
Friday that there can be
no cease-fire in the war in
Ukraine unless it is part of
a “just and lasting” peace
deal that includes Russia’s
military withdrawal.
Blinken said that “a cease-
fire that simply freezes
current lines in place - and
enables Putin to consoli-
date control over the terri-
tory he has seized, and
rest, rearm, and reattack -
that is not a just and last-
ing peace.” Russia must
also pay a share of
Ukraine’s reconstruction
and be held accountable
for launching its full-scale
invasion of its neighbour
in February 2022, Blinken
said in a speech during a
visit to Finland, which re-
cently joined NATO and
shares a long border with
Russia. Allowing Moscow
to keep the one-fifth of
Ukraine territory it has
occupied would send the
wrong message to Russia

and to “other would-be ag-
gressors around the
world,” according to
Blinken. Washington is
ready to support peace ef-
forts by other countries,
including recent overtures
from China and Brazil, he
said. But any peace agree-
ment must uphold the
principles of sovereignty,
territorial integrity and
independence. The United
States is a leading Western
ally and supplier of arms
to Kyiv to help it push
back against the Kremlin’s
forces. China, which says
it is neutral and wants to
serve as a mediator but
has supported Moscow po-

litically, on Friday urged
countries to stop sending
weapons to Ukraine.

In Ukraine, air defenses
shot down more than 30
Russian cruise missiles
and drones Friday in
Moscow’s sixth air attack
in six days on Kyiv, local
officials said. The
Ukrainian capital was si-
multaneously attacked
from different directions
by Iranian-made Shahed
drones and cruise missiles
from the Caspian region,
senior Kyiv official Serhii
Popko wrote on Telegram.
A 68-year-old man and an
11-year-old child were
wounded in the attack,
with private houses, out-
buildings and cars sus-
taining damage from
falling debris, according to
Ukraine’s Prosecutor
General’s Office. A recent
spate of attacks on the cap-
ital has put strain on resi-
dents and tested the
strength of Ukraine’s air
defenses while Kyiv offi-
cials plot what they say is
an upcoming counterof-

fensive to push back the
Kremlin’s forces 15
months after their full-
scale invasion. Kyiv was
the target of drone and
missile attacks on 17 days
last month, including day-
light attacks. Moscow’s
strategy could backfire,
however, according to the
Institute for the Study of
War, a Washington-based
think tank. The air cam-
paign aims to “degrade
Ukrainian counteroffen-
sive capabilities, but ... the
Russian prioritisation of
Kyiv is likely further limit-
ing the campaign’s ability
to meaningfully constrain
potential Ukrainian coun-
teroffensive actions,” it
said in an assessment late
Thursday. Ukrainian air
defenses intercepted all 15
cruise missiles and 21 at-
tack drones, Ukraine’s
chief of staff, Valerii
Zaluzhnyi, said. Ukraine’s
presidential office said on
Friday that at least four
civilians were killed and
42 wounded over the previ-
ous 24 hours.

No Ukraine cease-fire without a peace deal
that includes Russia’s withdrawal: Blinken

REPUBLIC DAY CELEBRATIONS

The Frecce Tricolori (Tricolor Arrows) aerobatic squad of the Italian Air Force flies over the unknown soldier 
monument to start the celebrations for the 77th Republic Day in Rome, Friday, June 2.

Cape Town, Jun 02: 

The BRICS grouping is
not only an expression of
multipolarity but of the
many ways of meeting in-
ternational challenges,
External Affairs Minister
S Jaishankar said on
Friday, asserting that the
five-nation bloc is an “es-
tablished feature” of the
global landscape.
Addressing the Friends of

BRICS Foreign Ministers’
meeting here, he said the
message of reform that
BRICS embodies must per-
meate the world of multi-
lateralism. “BRICS is no
longer an alternative’, it is
an established feature of
the global landscape,” he
tweeted.

He said the five-nation
grouping comprising
Brazil, Russia, India,
China and South Africa is

not only an expression of
multipolarity but of the
many and diverse ways of
meeting international
challenges. “Its focus is on
building a fairer, inclusive
and open international ar-
chitecture with sustain-
able development at its
core. “Creating resilient
and reliable supply chains
is central to ensuring that
no one is left behind,” he
tweeted.

Jaishankar said the
‘Friends of BRICS’ strong-
ly support the reform of
the United Nations
Security Council. India
has been at the forefront of
the years-long efforts
aimed at reforming the
Security Council. India
says it rightly deserves a
place as a permanent
member of the Council,
which in its current form
does not represent the geo-
political realities of the
21st Century.

EAM Jaishankar says BRICS no longer an alternative
but an ‘established feature’ of global landscape

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar poses for a group
photo at the BRICS Foreign Ministers’ meeting, in Cape
Town, Friday, June 2.

Washington, Jun 02:  

Asserting that Indian
democracy is a “global
public good”, Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi has
said that its “collapse”
will have an impact on
the world and is not in
America’s national in-
terest. At the same time,
Gandhi, who is current-
ly on a six-day tour of
the United States, said in
multiple settings that the
issue of democracy is an
internal matter of the
country. “It’s our job, it’s
our business, and it’s our
work to fight the battle
for democracy in India.
“And it’s something that
we understand, we ac-
cept, and we do,” he told
reporters at a news con-
ference here at the
National Press Club on
Thursday. “But the thing
to remember is that

Indian democracy is a
global public good.
Because India is large
enough that a collapse in
democracy in India will
affect...will have an im-
pact on the world. So that

is for you to think about
how much you have to
value Indian democracy.
But for us, it’s an inter-
nal matter, and it’s a
fight that we are commit-
ted to, and we are going
to, we are going to win,”
Gandhi said.

He gave a similar an-
swer to questions on
democracy at a reception
hosted for him by emi-
nent Indian American
Frank Islam.

Responding to a ques-
tion, Gandhi said that
there is a need to broad-
en the India-US relation-
ship and it should not be
restricted to just defence
relationships alone.
“India has to do what’s
in its interest. And that’s
what will guide us... So, I
am not entirely con-
vinced about the sort of
autocratic vision that is
being promoted. I think

that it’s very important
that democracy is pro-
tected on the planet. So,
India has a role there.
India, of course, has its
view on things, and I
think that that view
should be put on the
table, but I don’t think
one should think about
these things as the cen-
tre of things. I think
that’s, that would be ar-
rogant,” he said. “We un-
derstand the strengths
that we bring to the
table: democratic values,
data, these are some of
the things that technolo-
gy, a highly educated,
technically educated
population. These are
our strengths. I think we
have to chart our course
based on these
strengths,” he said in re-
sponse to a question on
the India-US relation-
ship.

Indian democracy is a ‘global public good’; its ‘collapse’
will have an impact on world:  Rahul Gandhi

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi during an interac-
tive session at the National
Press Club, in Washington,
USA.

UN warns of aid shortage,
looming food crisis in
wake of devastating

cyclone that hit Myanmar
BBeerrlliinn,,  JJuunn  0022:: The United Nations
warned Friday that far too little aid is
reaching cyclone-hit areas of
Myanmar and the country could face
a major food crisis soon if farmers are
unable to plant crops. Cyclone Mocha
struck the western state of Rakhine
and nearby regions last month, killing
hundreds of people and damaging
thousands of dwellings. “The devas-
tation is truly immense,” said Titon
Mitra, a U.N. representative in
Yangon, Myanmar’s biggest city.
Strong winds “twisted telecom tow-
ers, snapped concrete poles in half
and uprooted even 100-year-old
trees,” he said. An estimated 700,000
homes have been damaged and rains,
combined with storm surges, have
wreaked havoc on the agricultural
and fisheries sector, according to the
U.N. Among those hardest hit are
members of the Rohingya minority
who have been living in crowded dis-
placement camps since losing their
homes in a brutal 2017 counterinsur-
gency campaign led by Myanmar
security forces. 

Paris, Jun 02: 

Training for Ukrainian
forces on advanced U.S.
Abrams tanks has begun,
and while those systems
will not be ready in time for
the imminent counteroffen-
sive, those weapons will be
critical in the longer-term
to Ukraine ultimately push-
ing Russia out of its occu-
pied territories, Joint
Chiefs chairman Gen. Mark
Milley said. Tank training
began as the U.S. and allies
began to work out agree-
ments to train Ukrainians

on F-16 fighter jets another
long-wished-for advanced
capability. Ultimately, while
the tanks are needed to
expel Russian forces from
Ukrainian territory, the F-
16s would be part of a
longer-term security plan to
deter future attacks, Milley
said Thursday. “Everyone
recognises Ukraine needs a
modernised Air Force,”
Milley said. “It’s going to
take a considerable
amount of time.” Milley
said detailed planning on
class sizes, the types of fly-
ing tactics and locations

for training was underway
now between the U.S. and al-
lies such as the Netherlands
and the U.K. that have al-
ready pledged to provide 
F-16s.

The U.S. has not said yet
whether or not it will pro-
vide jets, but President Joe
Biden has said the U.S. will
support F-16 training.

As those details get

worked out, Abrams tank
training moved ahead.
About 200 Ukrainian sol-
diers began an approxi-
mately 12-week training
course in Germany on the
U.S. tanks over the weekend
to teach them how to ma-
neuver, fire and conduct
combined arms operations
with the advanced ar-
moured system.

US: Tanks, F-16 jets part of long-term strategy for
Ukraine, won’t be ready for upcoming offensiveNaha, Jun 02:

Heavy rains intensified
by Tropical Storm Mawar
fell on Japan’s main archi-
pelago on Friday, halting
trains and transit and
threatening floods and

mudslides in central and
western regions, while
residents were urged to
use caution. Warnings
were issued in parts of
western and central
Japan, with up to 25 cen-
timeters (10 inches) of

rain forecast through
Saturday evening.
Residents in vulnerable
areas, including those in
Mie, Wakayama, Aichi
and Shizuoka prefectures
in central Japan, were
warned of the potential

for flooding and mud-
slides and advised to go
to evacuation centers if
possible. Television
footage showed swollen
rivers in residential
areas in Wakayama city,
including one where
brown water rose as
high as the bottom of a
bridge over it. In Tokyo,
the few pedestrians on
the rainy streets
clutched umbrellas as
winds blew tree branch-
es around. Afternoon
classes were also can-
celled at some schools.
Ferry operations in the
Tokyo Bay were can-
celled for the rest of
Friday.

Heavy rain and mud-
slide warnings were
also issued in the near-
by city of Yokohama,
where a number of
evacuation centers were
opened.

Shinkansen super-ex-

press trains were suspend-
ed between Tokyo and
Shin Osaka in western
Japan due to heavy rain,
according to the Central
Japan Railway Co. Flights
and ferries in southern
Japan also were canceled
due to continuing strong
winds. More than 17,500
homes in seven of the
nine prefectures serviced
by the Tokyo Electric
Power Company Holdings
lost power. Mawar re-
mained well offshore in
the Pacific Ocean, but its
winds were strong enough
as it passed Okinawa to
cause injuries. An older
woman who fell had a seri-
ous head injury in
Nishihara city, while the
injuries to seven other
people were slight. The
tropical storm had sus-
tained winds blowing up
to 82 kph (51 mph) Friday
afternoon and was blow-
ing east-northeast at 25
kph (15 mph), the Japan
Meteorological Agency
said. It was near Amami-
Oshima Island, about
1,500 kilometers (930
miles) southwest of
Tokyo. The warm and
damp air from the tropical

storm was intensifying
seasonal rains, and a lin-
ear band of heavy rain
was hovering over the
islands, the meteorologi-
cal agency said. Mawar
largely skirted Taiwan
and the Philippines ear-
lier this week. It sent
waves crashing into
Taiwan’s east coast and
brought heavy rains to
the northern
Philippines, though no
major damage was re-
ported. Mawar was the
strongest typhoon to hit
Guam in more than two
decades.

Tropical Storm Mawar intensifies rains for Japan



I n recent times, social media has
become a powerful tool to influ-

ence public opinion and influence
the prevailing discourse in society.
Social media has become so power-
ful because of its low cost, wide
reach, easy access and availability of
smartphones. Social media has
acted as a double-edged sword
where it has widened the avenues
for democratic participation on one
hand but it has also given rise to con-
cerns about the spread of hatred and
violence in the society. Social media
has become an integral part of our

life today and while playing its role,
it exerts immense influence on soci-
ety and individuals. It has become a
new way of life for the 21st-century
generation.

So there was a time when people
used to meet and talk to each other
in person and write letters to each
other. People used to spend most of
their time with family members and
people used to value their relation-
ships too so this was the situation
with earlier generations. But today
everything has changed people
spend most of their time on social

media and now you can easily stay
connected with people you meet in
your life even far away and you can
also get updates about their life and
life. what they are what they are
doing in life and thus social media
has changed the whole structure of
society.

We all know that there are twenty-
four hours in day and night, and
these hours are for every human
being. Everyone uses these hours.
The only difference is that those who
use these hours properly have differ-
ent results and for those who are not
able to use these hours properly, the
result in future will not be pleasing.
Now you must be thinking that what
is the relationship between the de-
velopment of the internet and this
calculation of time. So understand it
in such a way that the internet
through which we boast of saving
time, the same internet is taking a
large part of your life's time. Now
here it is important to understand
that out of the time you are spending
on the internet, how much time are
you using it properly? Internet usage
has increased the most in the vil-
lages of India in the last decade. Not
that this use is completely bad and
wrong, but it is important to under-
stand to what extent its use can be
beneficial for you.

Social media has democratized
the public space by giving voice to
the oppressed, marginalized and
sharing their perspective with a
wider audience. Social media has
enabled the rapid dissemination of
information in new areas such as in-
vestigative journalism, environment,
freedom of the press and citizen-
centred journalism. Social media has

been used by politicians and govern-
ments to mobilize support for their
initiatives and broaden their support
through debate, advertising and so-
cial campaigns. Social media collect
user preferences and use them to
personalize content where individu-
als are exposed to the same type of
content which contributes to the
strengthening of existing beliefs and
polarization of opinion. How social
media can be regulated to prevent
the spread of hate and misinforma-
tion: To regulate hate speech and vi-
olence with clearly defined effective
enforcement mechanisms and active
collaboration between government,
civil society and society is urgently
needed.

There is a need to maintain a bal-
ance between freedom of speech
and public interest in the use of so-
cial media. There is an urgent need
to revive social interaction between
communities and individuals to re-
build the social fabric of our society.
As you know everything has its ad-
vantages and disadvantages. Even
social media has negative aspects.
Firstly it takes a lot of your time; You
end up spending more time on social
media instead of your family mem-
bers and secondly, it has also invited
a lot of nuisances like stalking,
trolling which can affect your mental
health and can affect people Can
also really spoil the life so you have
to use social media very carefully
and also you need to be very safe
while using social media.

((PPrriiyyaannkkaa  SSaauurraabbhh,,  RReesseeaarrcchh
SScchhoollaarr  iinn  PPoolliittiiccaall  SScciieennccee..

PPooeetteessss,,  IInnddeeppeennddeenntt  jjoouurrnnaalliisstt  
aanndd  ccoolluummnniisstt..
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Standardized Evaluation
The Education Ministry's ini-

tiative to establish a uniform
assessment system for stu-
dents across various board
exams is a significant stride.
While challenges may arise
during implementation, this
step fosters greater standardi-
zation and consistency in the
evaluation process. A uniform
assessment system ensures
that students are evaluated
based on a single pattern, re-
ducing disparities and promot-
ing fairness. Moreover, it pro-
vides students and parents
with a clearer understanding
of the evaluation criteria, re-
ducing confusion and facilitat-
ing a transparent and stream-
lined process. Emphasizing
quality over quantity becomes
paramount, ensuring that the
focus remains on providing eq-
uitable opportunities for all
students.

MMKK  NNaaiirr,,  RRaaiippuurr

Revamping Medical
Education

The derecognition of 40
medical colleges by the
National Medical Commission
reflects commendable action
towards upholding stipulated
standards. With India's popu-
lation continually expanding,
an increased number of doc-
tors is imperative. To enhance
the healthcare infrastructure,
the government must prioritize
upgrading facilities in medical
colleges. Exploring partner-
ships with private healthcare
organizations or corporations
can facilitate the necessary in-
frastructure improvements. By
focusing on improving medical
education, the healthcare sec-
tor as a whole can undergo
positive transformation, ulti-
mately benefiting society. It is
crucial to invest in better facili-
ties to foster a robust health-
care system that meets the
needs of the nation.

SShhiivvkkuummaatt  MMiisssshhrraa,,  RRaaiippuurr

POCSO Violations
The violation of POCSO

norms in the case involving
the chief of the Wrestling
Federation of India (WFI) ex-
poses the deceit behind the
"Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao"
campaign and women's em-
powerment schemes. Despite
the usual practice of immedi-
ate arrests in POCSO cases,
the accused remains free even
a month after the FIR was
filed. This raises doubts about
the credibility of future gov-
ernment policies.
Furthermore, the accused, Brij
Bhushan Sharan Singh, con-
tinues to intimidate witnesses
through his statements. The
government's undemocratic
actions have not only failed in
justice but also stained the na-
tion's reputation.

AAnnuupp  KKrriisshhnnaann,,  KKoollkkaattaa
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National Cadet Corps (NCC) women cadets participate in a rally ahead of the World Environment Day, in Jammu, Friday, June 2.

WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY RALLY

There was a time when people used to meet and talk
to each other in person and write letters to each other.
People used to spend most of their time with family
members and people used to value their relationships
too so this was the situation with earlier generations.
But today everything has changed people spend most of
their time on social media and now you can easily stay
connected with people you meet in your life even far
away and you can also get updates about their life and
life. what they are what they are doing in life and thus
social media has changed the whole structure of society.

Social media playing with the social fabric

T he Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) in India finds itself in an

unprecedented situation as it strives
to engage positively with three glob-
al superpowers— the US, China, and
Russia. India, caught in the
crosshairs of the international power
struggle following the Russia-
Ukraine war, faces the risk of its
longstanding friendship with Russia
being compromised due to growing
Chinese influence and mounting US
pressure. While India has maintained
a reasonable distance from the con-
flict over Ukraine's sovereignty, its
burgeoning trade with Russia has
raised concerns among Western
powers. Russia, despite benefiting
from a network of partners and allies
that includes China, India, Iran, and
South Africa, has become increasing-
ly reliant on China's support. This de-
pendence begs the question: will the
India-Russia ties fracture over time
as China, perceived as India's pri-
mary adversary, strengthens its rela-
tionship with Russia?

In the realm of diplomacy, the
adage "the enemy of my enemy is
my friend" holds some truth.
However, what happens when a
close friend of an enemy becomes a
potential threat? Russia, a close ally
of China, may face pressure from
China to strain its relationship with
India. The key question is whether

Russia will succumb to such pres-
sure. Will China risk a diplomatic
confrontation with India, its leading
import partner? India has emerged
as China's sixth-largest export desti-
nation, following the US, Hong Kong,
Japan, South Korea, and Vietnam. It
is interesting to note that China's
diplomatic tensions have yet to sig-
nificantly impact its global export ef-
forts, enabling the country to be-
come the world's second-largest
economic power. In 2022, China re-
tained its position as the world's
largest exporter, shipping $3.594 tril-
lion worth of products globally.
Despite deteriorating diplomatic re-
lations with the US, China's massive
exports to the country reached
$582.8 billion, representing 16.2 per-
cent of its total exports.

China has also become India's
largest source of imports and a major
foreign direct investor. In 2022,
around 47 percent of China's exports
by value were delivered to fellow
Asian countries, while Europe ac-
counted for 20 percent of its exports.
Additionally, China shipped nearly 20
percent of its goods to North
America, with smaller percentages
going to Latin America, Africa, and
Oceania. Ironically, the Russia-
Ukraine war has inadvertently bol-
stered Russia's economy and foreign
trade with China, India, Iran, Saudi

Arabia, and Belarus. Russia's exports
experienced a remarkable 72 percent
surge, reaching $45.93 billion, thanks
to increased sales to both non-CIS
and CIS countries. Imports rose at a
slower pace of 40.1 percent, largely
due to purchases from non-CIS and
CIS countries. In response to Russia's
attack on Ukraine, several global
brands and major companies sus-
pended their operations in Russia,
prompting Russia to impose an ex-
port ban on over 200 products, in-
cluding telecoms, medical, vehicle,
agricultural, and electrical equip-
ment, as a retaliatory measure
against Western sanctions.

Currently, there is no immediate
fear of a downturn in Russia-India re-
lations. However, the situation may
change if the Russia-Ukraine conflict
prolongs and escalates, with NATO
increasingly arming Ukraine to pro-
voke a counterattack from Russia. In
such a scenario, Russia would re-
quire stronger defense support and
involvement from China, giving
China a greater say in the situation.
As the world's second-largest econo-
my and third-largest military power,
China maintains a substantial "coop-
erative" partnership network, includ-
ing countries like North Korea,
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Brunei,
Nepal, South Korea, Sri Lanka,
Suriname, and the African Union.

China has also established compre-
hensive strategic partnerships with
countries such as Algeria, Egypt,
Iran, Saudi Arabia, and the UAE.
Moreover, China has been expanding
its economic, political, and security
influence in West Asia, becoming the
largest trade partner and external in-
vestor for many countries in the re-
gion. China's role in brokering a
peace dialogue between Saudi
Arabia and Iran further demonstrates
its growing diplomatic clout.

India, thus far, has been cautious
not to let Russia's external issues af-
fect its diplomatic exchanges with
Western allies, Japan, and Australia.
The country has staunchly defended
its significant oil imports from Russia
since early last year. Additionally,
India is actively involved in the
Quadrilateral Security Dialogue,
known as the Quad, which aims to
contain China's economic and mili-
tary expansion in the Pacific-Indian
Ocean region. The Quad, consisting
of Australia, India, Japan, and the
United States, provides diplomatic
and military protection against
Chinese naval expansion in the Indian
Ocean.

Despite China's aggressive pos-
ture along its land border with India
and in India's littoral zone, which in-
cludes the Bay of Bengal, Indian
Ocean, and Arabian Sea, India has

endeavored to maintain constructive
diplomatic dialogues through various
organizations such as the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization (SCO),
BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China,
and South Africa), and the Russia-
India-China (RIC) grouping. However,
these dialogues have not significantly
alleviated China's diplomatic mis-
trust towards India. These groupings
remain in a state of limbo primarily
because of China's divergent views
from India's. Fortunately, India's rela-
tionship with Russia has thus far re-
mained resilient despite pressure
from its Western allies, Japan, and
Australia. However, the challenge for
India lies in expanding its relation-
ships with the US, NATO member
countries, Japan, and Australia with-
out jeopardizing its ties with Russia.

The recent recommendation by a
powerful US congressional commit-
tee to include India in NATO+ further
exacerbates tensions in India's rela-
tions with both Russia and China.
NATO+5, designed to enhance secu-
rity arrangements among NATO's
five aligned nations (Australia, New
Zealand, Japan, South Korea, and
Israel), would facilitate easier and
faster transfer of US military technol-
ogy to India. Time alone will reveal
whether India can skillfully navigate
the increasingly complex diplomatic
triangle it finds itself in.

Navigating Relations with Russia, China, 
and the US Amidst Growing Pressure

India’s Balancing Act 

Kajal Chatterjee

"T eam India" will not turn into reality just through mere dialogues
and rhetoric. Rather such an unity of people states and Centre

can happen not only through mutual love respect towards each other,
but also by following every words lines and spirit of the Constitution to
the full. The accident of political and geographical destiny which has
given birth to a defined national boundary will get promoted to "Team
India" only when each and every language of this diverse country get
treated on an absolute equal platform with no particular tongue award-
ed the "numero uno" status and this is the very essence of democracy
ie equality of all, not muscle-flexing of "majority". Similarly each and
every religion should be treated at par with no prohibition on the issues
of diet attire or prayer call of targeted communities. And yes, the State
apparatus should have absolutely no relationship with any religion.
"Team India" means total freedom in choosing or marrying life partners
irrespective of religious caste tribal racial linguistic regional difference.
In the same vein everybody should have full liberty to choose any reli-
gion which they desire to practice or get converted to.  "Team India"
will materialise only when all marginalised castes and tribes be award-
ed the honour and human rights they richly deserve and exemplary
punishment given to those who dare to prohibit them from entering cre-
matoriums to temples, taunt abuse torture them through physical or
verbal manner or uproot them from their traditional forest lands. "Team
India" means equality of all states also(irrespective of "single/double
engine") with the Centre residing above all norms of bias prejudice dis-
crimination favouritism. Not "Opposition-mukt", rather respecting the
Opposition must be the goal. Surely political debate can happen, but
personal abuses against political adversaries must be strict no-no.
"Team India" should mean equal distribution of national wealth through
generation of jobs and generous provision of subsidies to the people of
lower economic scale with all getting fertile ground to get educated and
medicated. However if selective pamperment of cronies get pursued
with State resources handed to "friendly" entities, nothing can act
more fatal to the concept of "Team India".  "Team India" will shine in its
full glory when everybody can exercise his/her freedom of speech and
expression with head held high and mind without fear (but without tak-
ing resort in falsehood and character assassination). No social activist
should be detained in prison without concrete proof of indulging in any
crime, no journalist should be jailed for his "sin" of venturing to the site
of a gory crime, no comedian should be thrown behind bars for any joke
"uncracked" ie just on the basis of mere apprehension that he would
"hurt" the "sentiments" of some high and mighty.   A feeling of "Team
India" will only emerge when it would be seen that the precious re-
source time and energy are getting invested on the welfare of common
people so that they can be provided basic necessities of food attire shel-
ter education medical care justice and livelihood with all children under
the roof of the schools instead of labour fields under open sky. If none
other than the State is seen to sponsor/build temples statues glittering
mansions and luxurious amenities for the rich; a bond of "Team India"
in such an unequal environment hold no chance to emerge. Yes, mere
call and talk of "Team India" is absolutely inconsequential unless that
talk is actually walked. Hope what is being preached at the top of the
voice would be seriously practiced also in all sectors of life.

I n a significant step towards standardizing the evaluation process in
Indian education, the Union Ministry of Education has embarked on

an ambitious endeavor to establish a uniform assessment framework
for all state board examinations by November. This move comes in re-
sponse to the alarming disparities observed in the exam results de-
clared by various school boards across the country. Moreover, even
within the same state or union territory, students from schools affiliated
with different boards face stark variations in performance, creating ob-
stacles when transitioning between boards or appearing for national-
level tests like the CUET, JEE, and NEET. The necessity of a standardized
syllabus and examination format to ensure consistency across boards
cannot be overstated. Recognizing this, the National Education Policy
(NEP-2020) envisions the establishment of a National Assessment
Centre, known as PARAKH (Performance Assessment, Review, and
Analysis of Knowledge for Holistic Development), under the ministry's
guidance. PARAKH's primary objectives include encouraging and sup-
porting school boards in aligning their assessment patterns with con-
temporary skill requirements. The current state of evaluation systems
raises concerns about their credibility, as a disproportionate number of
students are achieving exceptionally high marks—often surpassing 90
percent—in examinations conducted by both the CBSE and state
boards. This trend has prompted questions regarding the quality of edu-
cation imparted and whether these top-performing students are truly
equipped for the challenges of the future. Establishing a central assess-
ment body faces significant challenges, particularly in states where po-
litical opposition exists. Overcoming these challenges requires the cen-
tral government and states/union territories to transcend political con-
siderations and collaborate closely to ensure the success of this crucial
reform in school education. Additionally, addressing the skewed sci-
ence-arts ratio in students' preferences during their Class XI-XII years is
another pressing issue that demands urgent attention. The dominance
of science streams over humanities and other disciplines indicates a
narrow focus on career prospects and societal expectations. To foster a
well-rounded education system, it is imperative to encourage students
to explore their interests across a broad range of subjects and empha-
size the value of all academic disciplines. The introduction of a uniform
assessment framework holds immense promise for the future of edu-
cation in India. By establishing common standards, the evaluation
process will become more transparent, equitable, and reliable.
Students will no longer face undue challenges when transitioning be-
tween boards or competing in national-level examinations.
Furthermore, a standardized assessment system will enable a compre-
hensive evaluation of students' abilities, focusing not only on rote
memorization but also on critical thinking, problem-solving, and real-
world application of knowledge. To ensure the successful implementa-
tion of this reform, the central government must play a proactive role
in providing resources, training, and guidance to state boards.
Collaborative efforts, driven by a shared vision of a quality education
system, will be pivotal in shaping the future of Indian students.
Additionally, comprehensive public awareness campaigns are neces-
sary to inform parents, teachers, and students about the benefits and
significance of this standardized assessment framework. As India
strives to become a global leader in education, it is crucial to address
the existing disparities in evaluation systems. The journey towards a
uniform assessment framework will require diligence, cooperation,
and determination from all stakeholders involved. By embracing this
reform, we can build a robust and inclusive education system that em-
powers students with the knowledge and skills necessary to thrive in
an ever-evolving world. It is a collective responsibility to shape the fu-
ture of education in India and pave the way for a brighter tomorrow.

WALK THE TALK 

Ensuring Equitable Education
Unifying Assessment Systems

Central Chronicle invites articles, write-ups, and comments on a wide range of
issues for our editorial page. Submissions should be between 800-900 words in
length. In addition, we welcome letters to the editor for this page. While letters

may be edited for clarity, we aim to preserve the integrity of the original message,
and ask that they be kept to around 50-60 words. Submissions can be sent via

email to editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com.

DR PRIYANKA SAURABH
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BRIEF

Appointment

Mangaluru: Sanjay
Varma has taken
charge as managing
director (additional
charge) of Mangalore
Refinery and
Petrochemicals
Limited (MRPL) here
following an order is-
sued by the Ministry
of Petroleum and
Natural Gas. Varma
has been on the board
of MRPL as director
(refinery) since June
2020 and has had ex-
tensive exposure by
being on the boards of
MSTPL, ONGC
Mangalore
Petrochemicals
Limited and Shell-
MRPL Aviation, a re-
lease from the compa-
ny said on Thursday.
He has rich exposure
in various domains of
expertise in the oil
and gas industry.

Review meeting 
New Delhi: The
National Commission
for Scheduled Castes
will hold a review
meeting next week
with the twelve public
sector banks that have
come under its lens
for non-implementa-
tion of central
schemes, according to
senior officials. The
NCSC chief will chair
the meeting and raise
the issues of not fill-
ing vacant posts re-
served for persons be-
longing to the SC cate-
gory and difficulty for
SCs in getting loans, a
senior official said. A
senior official said
that in banks, espe-
cially at higher posi-
tions, there are less
number of people
from the community
and this issue will also
be discussed at the
meeting.

Huge opportunities 

New Delhi: Commerce
and Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal said
huge opportunities for
people and businesses
will be opened up
when the country’s
goods and services ex-
ports touch USD 2 tril-
lion by 2030. In the last
two years, he said the
country’s exports
jumped from USD 500
billion to USD 767 bil-
lion in 2022-23. India is
a USD 3.5 trillion-
economy today and
will become at least
USD 35 trillion- econo-
my by 2047 and “imag-
ine what opportuni-
ties it will open up for
all the people of
India,” he said.

Bima Vahaks 
New Delhi: Regulator
Irdai  came out with
draft guidelines for
‘Bima Vahaks (BV)’,
which seeks to estab-
lish a dedicated distri-
bution channel at the
level of Gram
Panchayats. The
guidelines propose
Corporate Bima
Vahaks and
Individual Bima
Vahaks for the distri-
bution channel.
Corporate Bima
Vahak would be legal
persons registered in
accordance with the
respective laws and
engaged by an insurer.

MOU SIGNING

NTPC Green Energy (NGEL) CEO Mohit Bhargava and Uttar Pradesh Rajya Vidyut Utpadan Nigam Limited
(UPRVUNL) shake hands after signing an MoU, in Lucknow.

New Delhi, Jun 02:  

The Centre on Friday di-
rected edible oil associa-
tions to further reduce the
maximum retail price
(MRP) of major edible oils
by Rs 8-12 per litre with
immediate effect, in line
with the global market.
“Some companies which
have not reduced their
prices and their MRP is
higher than other brands
have also been advised to
reduce their prices,” the
food ministry said after a
meeting, chaired by food
secretary Sanjeev Chopra,
with the industry repre-
sentatives. Price to distrib-
utors by the manufactur-
ers and refiners also needs
to be reduced with imme-
diate effect so that the
price drop is not diluted in
any way, it said. It was also
impressed upon that
whenever a reduction in
price to distributors is
made by the manufac-
tures/refiners, the benefit
should be passed on to the
consumers by the industry
and the ministry may be

kept informed on a regu-
lar basis, it added. With
the edible oil prices con-
tinuing to show a down-
ward trend and set to wit-
ness further reduction by
the edible oil industry, the
ministry said, “the Indian
consumers can expect to
pay less for their edible
oils. The falling edible oil
prices will help in further
cooling inflation fears if
any.” Industry representa-
tives including Solvent
Extraction Association of
India and Indian
Vegetable Oil Producers’
Association were present
in the second meeting con-
vened within a month to
discuss further reduction
in retail prices of edible
oils amidst a continued
fall in the global prices. In
the meeting, the ministry
said the international
prices of imported edible
oils are continuing on a
downward trend and
therefore, the edible oil in-
dustry needs to ensure
that the prices in the do-
mestic market also drop
commensurately.

The industry was told to
ensure the price drop in
the global market is
passed on expeditiously to
the end consumers and
not in a delayed manner as
is observed now. “The lead-
ing edible oil associations
were advised to take up
the issue with their mem-
bers immediately and en-
sure that the maximum re-
tail price (MRP) of major
edible oils to be reduced
further by Rs 8-12 per litre
with immediate effect,”
the ministry said in a
statement released after
the meeting.

The international and
domestic prices of edible
oil were on an upward
swing during 2021-22 due
to many geopolitical fac-
tors including higher
input and logistic cost.
However, the edible oil
prices in the international
market are witnessing a
fall since mid-june 2022, it
said. “The fall in the prices
of edible oils in the domes-
tic market is gradually
being reflected in the do-
mestic market.

Govt asks industry to cut edible oils MRP
by Rs 8-12 per litre as global prices drop

Mumbai, Jun 02:  

Rattan India’s Revolt
Motors, largest electric mo-
torcycle company in India,
is pleased to announce the
simultaneous opening of
11 new dealerships across
India including  Raipur
and Durg  in Chhattisgarh,
marking a significant mile-
stone for the company and
electric mobility in the
country. The grand open-
ing of showroom  in the
Raipur  city and Durg will
showcase Revolt Motors’
commitment to expanding
its presence and providing
sustainable transportation
solutions nationwide.

The 11 new dealerships
will be strategically located
in major cities and promi-
nent regions throughout
India, including Pune (sec-
ond dealership), Raipur,
Aurangabad, Nanded,
Durg, Sangli, Buldana,
Begusarai, Jhunjhunu,
Agra and Haridwar. This
expansion demonstrates
Revolt Motors’ dedication
to accelerating its reach to

the customer base across
the nation. Revolt Motors
has witnessed a growing
demand for electric motor-
cycles in India, driven by
increased environmental
consciousness and a desire
for sustainable transporta-
tion options. With the
launch of these 11 new
dealerships, the company
aims to capitalize on this
momentum, offering cus-
tomers a high quality elec-
tric motorcycles that are

designed for performance,
efficiency, and affordability.
The grand opening event
will be a celebration of in-
novation, showcasing
Revolt Motors’ state-of-the-
art dealership infrastruc-
ture and futuristic electric
motorcycles. Attendees
will have the opportunity
to explore the cutting-edge
features of the motorcy-
cles, experience test rides,
and interact with Revolt
Motors’ expert staff, who

will be on hand to provide
guidance and support
throughout the purchasing
process. Revolt Motors is
committed to delivering a
seamless customer experi-
ence, and the new dealer-
ships will offer a compre-
hensive range of services,
including sales, after-sales
support, spare parts avail-
ability, and technical assis-
tance. Commenting on the
momentous occasion, Ms.
Anjali Rattan, Business
Chairperson of
RattanIndia Enterprises
Limited, parent entity of
Revolt Motors, said, “We
are thrilled to open 11 new
dealerships simultaneous-
ly across India.

This expansion reflects
our vision of making sus-
tainable transportation ac-
cessible to a wider audi-
ence. We believe that elec-
tric mobility is the future,
and through our innova-
tive motorcycles and ro-
bust dealership network,
we aim to revolutionize the
way people commute in
India.”

Rattan India’s Revolt Motors announces
Grand Opening of 11 dealerships

New Delhi, Jun 02: 

Average time taken for
issuing refunds by the in-
come tax department has
been brought down “sig-
nificantly” and 80 per cent
of refunds were issued in
the first 30 days of filing of
returns during the 2022-23
fiscal, CBDT Chairman
Nitin Gupta has said. The
chief of the Central Board
of Direct Taxes (CBDT)
said the work of process-
ing Income Tax Returns
(ITRs) has been “expedit-
ed” as the tax department
is leveraging technology
in a big way and was work-
ing to ensure ‘ease of
doing business’ for the tax-
payers by promoting vol-
untary compliance.

“We have expedited the
processing of returns and

quicker issue of refunds.
The average time taken for
processing of returns has
been reduced to only 16
days in the financial year
2022-23 as against 26 days
in the previous 2021-22 fis-
cal,” Gupta said. “We have
seen a hundred per cent
increase in the total per-
centage of ITRs processed
within one day of their fil-
ing. This percentage has
increased from 21 per cent
for assessment year (AY)

2021-22 to 42 per cent for
AY 2022-23,” Gupta said on
Thursday while speaking
at the online ‘Samvaad’
session hosted by the I-T
department. The CBDT,
headed by a chairman, is
the administrative body
for the tax department.
Talking about technology
advancement undertaken
by the department, Gupta
said it achieved a “peak
processing capacity of
nearly 22.94 lakh returns
in a single day on July 28,
2022”. “Rectification re-
quests have also been re-
duced to 0.1 percent of the
total returns processed
and average time of recti-
fication disposal is only
nine days. The average
time (taken) in issuance of
refunds has been signifi-
cantly brought down.

Average time taken for issuing I-T refunds
reduced significantly: CBDT chairman

Mumbai, Jun 02: While
most people associate a
high-end car like Audi
with luxury and comfort,
for Mannu Sharma and
Amit Kashyap, it proved to
be an inspiration to set up
their own tea stall here.
Sharma and Kashyap have
been selling tea for Rs 20
from the trunk of the luxu-
ry car, worth Rs 70 lakh, in
the plush neighbourhood
of Lokhandwala in the
western suburb of
Andheri for the last six
months and they recently
went viral on social media.
The cutting chai is a staple
on the streets of Mumbai
and is available at humble
establishments called
‘tapris’ (stalls) throughout
the city. 0”We were just
taking a stroll at night and
craving a cup of tea, but
we could not find a place at
the time. That’s when we
thought of opening our

own stall here,” said
Sharma, who hails from
Haryana. It is not just the
duo’s unique idea of sell-

ing OD Tea’, short for on
drive tea, from their Audi
that has gone viral on so-
cial media, but it is also

the taste of their product
that has drawn customers.
“I have been coming here
to have tea for the last two
months because it tastes
amazing. Every time I pass
by this area, I have to have
their tea,” one of the cus-
tomers said. Before start-
ing their tea venture,
Sharma who hails from
Hisar, Haryana was a
working professional in
Africa, while Kashyap, a
native of Punjab, is now a
stock market trader by
morning and a tea seller
by evening.

“By selling tea in our
Audi, I think we have
proved wrong the thinking
that only people who are fi-
nancially not very well off
take to selling tea. A per-
son who rides a cycle also
consumes tea and a person
who drives a Jaguar can
also enjoy our tea,”
Sharma said.

Audi chaiwala gives Mumbaikars a taste of luxury

Mannu Sharma and Amit Kashyap, who sell tea for Rs 20
from the trunk of a luxury car, worth Rs 70 lakh, in
Mumbai. The duo’s idea of selling ‘OD Tea’, short for 
on-drive tea, from their Audi has gone viral on social media. 

MMuummbbaaii,,  JJuunn  0022::  

Amazon Fashion announces
the 12th edition of its much-
anticipated shopping event,
Wardrobe Refresh Sale with
deals across a wide selection
of the most loved fashion and
beauty brandsthat will inspire
you to revamp your wardrobe.
With summer in full swing and
monsoon just around the cor-
ner, it’s time to liven up your
look with vibrant hues, flowy
silhouettes,and breezy fash-
ionable outfits. From summery
dresses to trendy accessories
and footwear, this is your one-
stop destination for all things
stylish. No matter what your
plans are, we have you covered
with the best in fashion and
beauty selections across
apparel, shoes, handbags,
watches, jewelry, kids wear,
beauty essentials, luxury
beauty and much more.

Customers can avail 50% to
80% off (T&C apply) on 4
lakhs+ styles during the 6-day
shopping event that begins on
Thursday, June 1st, 2023 and
goes on till Monday, June 6th,
2023.

Choose from 1000+ top
brands including Van Heusen,
BIBA, Levi’s, U.S Polo Assn.,
Puma, Adidas, The Body Shop,
Lakme, Loreal Paris, Forest
Essentials, American Tourister
amongst others. Additionally,
customers can also avail free
delivery on their first order
and get 20% cashback (T&C
apply) and save extra up to
30% off on buying 2 or more
products,and Prime members
can additionally enjoy APay
rewards worth INR 2,000 on
shopping for Rs 2,000 & above.
Shoppers can make the most
of these offers and get their
hands on the season’s best
trends. 

Wardrobe Refresh Sale
(WRS) on Amazon Fashion

New Delhi, Jun 02: 

India is “capital starved”
and if the country has to
meet its aspiration of 8 per
cent growth to reach USD 5
trillion economy, it needs
to work towards getting
capital, Piramal Group
Chairman and Executive
Director Ajay Piramal said
on Thursday. Speaking at
the Times Network India
Economic Conclave 2023,
he said India must learn
from the rest of the world
and allow pension funds
and provident funds to in-
vest into many companies
instead of restricting them
into investing mainly on
government securities.
Piramal, who was bullish
on the future of the Indian
economy, said this is the
best time the country has
had and “we want to grow

faster”. Pointing out con-
cerns towards achieving
the higher growth, he
said,”...if India has to grow
at 8 per cent GDP, which is
what our aspiration is if
you want to go to a (USD) 5
trillion, and then 10 tril-
lion, generally in real
terms...then credit must
grow at approximately 18
to 20 per cent.” He said
credit growth of 18 to 20
per cent has never hap-
pened in India. “I don’t
think we have the banks or

the NBFCs or anybody
who can grow it that much.
So we are capital starved
and therefore we have to
work towards getting capi-
tal,” Piramal asserted.
There are many opportu-
nities that India can learn
from what the rest of the
world has done, he said,
adding the country can
look at opening up pension
funds and provident funds
etc, which are currently
not allowed to “invest in
too many companies”.
“With the regulations be-
coming tighter and better
in India, I think we will
have to open this. These
funds are available. Today
50 per cent of all these
funds go into government
securities, I think they
must be allowed to be in-
vested into companies,”
Piramal said.

India is ‘capital starved’, needs to work towards
getting capital to become USD 5-trillion economy

New Delhi, Jun 02: State-
owned ONGC’s operating
cash flows will rise over
the next 12-24 months due
to higher production vol-
umes, stable earnings
from domestic gas produc-
tion, and the removal of a
windfall tax on crude oil,
S&P Global Ratings said
on Friday.

“This should help the
company maintain its
good credit quality, despite
its investment plans and
healthy shareholder distri-
butions,” the rating
agency said in a state-
ment. ONGC is India’s
largest oil and gas produc-
er. “We estimate that
ONGC’s domestic produc-
tion volumes will rise by 8-
10 per cent for fiscal 2024

(year ending March 31).
The increase is attributa-
ble to the start of oil pro-
duction from its block in
the Krishna Godavari
basin later this year,” S&P
said. At the same time,
production at the
Sakhalin-1 project of
ONGC Videsh Ltd (OVL)
should also recover to fis-
cal 2022 levels, after a peri-
od of disruptions because
of geopolitical issues. Oil
and Natural Gas
Corporation produced a
total of 42.8 million tonne
of oil equivalent (mmtoe)
in fiscal 2023 compared
with 43.4 mmtoe in fiscal
2022. OVL produced a total
of 10.2 mmtoe in fiscal
2023, down from 12.3
mmtoe in fiscal 2022.

ONGC to maintain 
financial flexibility as
earnings steady: S&P

MMuummbbaaii,,  JJuunn  0022::  

The rupee appreciated by 9
paise to 82.31 (provisional)
against the US dollar on Friday,
supported by broad dollar
weakness and a positive trend
in domestic equities. At the
interbank foreign exchange
market, the local unit opened
on a positive note against the
US dollar and settled at 82.31
(provisional), up 9 paise over its
previous close. During the day,
the domestic unit witnessed an
intra-day high of 82.27 and a
low of 82.38 in the day trade.
On Thursday, the rupee closed
at 82.40 against the US curren-
cy. “The Indian rupee strength-
ened for the second consecu-
tive day on positive domestic
markets and a weak US dollar.
However, a rebound in crude oil
prices capped sharp gains,”
said Anuj Choudhary - Research

Analyst, Sharekhan by BNP
Paribas. The dollar index, which
gauges the greenback’s
strength against a basket of six
currencies, fell 0.12 per cent to
103.43. Global oil benchmark
Brent crude futures advanced
1.28 per cent to USD 75.23 per
barrel. “We expect rupee to
trade with a slight positive bias
in the near term on risk-on sen-

timents in the global markets
amid debt-ceiling bill being
passed and rising odds of a
pause in rate hike by the US
Federal Reserve in June,”
Choudhary said. Choudhary
further added that concerns
over global economic slow-
down and recovery in crude oil
prices may prevent sharp
upside. “Traders may remain
cautious ahead of US non-farm
payrolls and unemployment
rate data. We expect USDINR
spot to trade in between 81.80
to 82.80 in the near-term,”
Choudhary said. Besides, posi-
tive macroeconomic data sup-
ported the local unit, traders
said. According to official data
released on Thursday, GST col-
lections crossed Rs 1.50 lakh
crore for the third month in a
row, recording a 12 per cent
increase in May at over Rs 1.57
lakh crore. 

Rupee rises 9 paise to close 
at 82.31 against US dollar



ACROSS
1. Game fish
5. Citi Field predecessor
9. Send money
14. Jazz’s ____ Fitzgerald
15. Lacking warmth
16. Solo
17. Big cat
18. Totally destroy
20. Alphabet part
22. Bone structure
23. Improve

25. Certain dashes
26. Solidifies
28. Extinct creature
32. “The Godfather” organization
36. Dated
38. Contributor
39. Beside
40. Golf goal
41. Host
42. Tent post
43. Compass dir.
44. Malicious looks
45. Male cats

46. Fence opening
48. Small spot
51. Artist Henri ____
56. Showed (a movie)
61. Wimbledon game
62. Competition
64. Transgressions
65. Juan’s goodbye
66. Rind
67. Blade part
68. Nervous
69. Birch or spruce
70. Golf pegs

DOWN
1. Southern beauty
2. E.T., e.g.
3. Slow-moving mammal
4. Mr. Claus
5. Uncommon
6. Deary
7. Many years
8. Identical
9. Train tracks
10. She, in Toulouse
11. Castle trench
12. Knowledgeable about
13. Youth
19. Egg layer
21. Hire
24. Wed on the run
27. Informal speech
28. Round roof
29. Fairy tale starter
30. Performer
31. Crude metals

32. Sail support
33. Choir voice
34. Froth
35. Writing fluids
37. Nighttime vision
38. Erase
47. Squeal
48. Thick
49. ____ wing and a prayer (2 wds.)
50. Entice
52. Map feature
53. Insulting
54. Burn slightly
55. Double curves
56. Medical “at once!”
57. Secret language
58. Wreck
59. God of love
60. Gentle animal
63. Once named
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PPrrooff..  AANNIILL  JJAAIINN

It always fills me with
pleasure and it also provides
me an opportunity to learn,
whenever I come to know
something about the foreign
culture from my children.
My children are a window to
the world for they have lived
in many places of the world.
They always have something
new to narrate whenever we
converse on the mobiles.
They are my entrance into
the world. My daughter
always has a number of
experiences to share and I
eagerly wait for the stories
to listen. Quite fascinatingly
and positively she recounts
everything and I listen to her
monologue carefully and try
to analyze.  

The other day I was talk-
ing to her on FaceTime.
Presently, she is residing at
San Diego County of
California in the US. She had
brought two doggies Joe and
Ross home as she wanted to
cleanse the blot which she
had had on her that she was
not a pet lover. 

In American society if you
do not keep pets at home it
is considered that you are
not a pet lover. She told me
that they were anonymous
in the society in the begin-
ning. Nobody knew her and

her family until the dog was
made a member of the fam-
ily. As soon as she brought
the doggies her household
became famous in the whole
Escondido locality. The dogs
became popular among
neighboring houses, particu-
larly among kids.  All the
broods started to come to
the house to play with the
dogs.

One summer evening
three siblings, two babies
and one boy, came home to
play with the dogs. While
they were playing with the
dogs one of the children saw
a spider at the upper corner
of the wall. All the three
exchanged glances and one
of them asked my daughter
if she knew that she had a
spider at her home. And
then afterwards they started
to talk about spiders. 

They had such a wide
knowledge of spiders that
they spoke a great deal, for
about half an hour, over the
life cycle and different vari-
eties of the spiders. Their
knowledge was encyclope-
dic. 

Their discussion on the
subject was so vast and
long-lasting that my daugh-
ter got fed up and wanted to
get rid of the children. She
offered them cookies and
sweets to stop them but
they were not ready to stop.
Finally, her husband saw a
coyote from the backyard of
the house. He told the chil-
dren about the animal and
the children ran after it.

The mother of the chil-
dren, Jeanne, is a good
friend of my daughter and
they regularly have a stroll
together almost every morn-

ing or evening. The kids also
keep company. She
informed her that her chil-
dren are taking ‘home-
schooling’. My daughter was
awe struck and wondered
what homeschooling meant.
It was a new concept to us.
According to the mother, the
children do not have to go to
the schools. They learn
everything at home. Her eld-
est child, who is around six-
teen, after homeschooling,
is doing a part time job at
some hospital and he hoped
to join an internship later on.
Observational Science is
given great prominence
here, she added.
Homeschooling and
Observational Science were
new phrases so long as the
primary education of the
children was concerned.

My daughter was going to
ask about it and while the
mother was on to enlighten
her about the elder child,
they saw that the three chil-
dren were leaning over a
mud pool where they had
found eggs of the frog. They
knew everything about the
frogs' eggs. 

They even sorted the eggs
from the dirt. They also
found some tadpoles. They
had in depth information
about the life cycle of frogs.
They wanted to carry some
eggs home to observe and
hatch but couldn't find a
pot. 

My daughter’s astonish-
ment knew no bounds but
now she didn’t need to know
what the phrases observa-
tional science and home-
schooling meant. It seemed
as if all the questions had
been answered.

HOMESCHOOLING

AA ddressing the relatable
challenges of moving to a

new city in pursuit of a dream
job, Sony Entertainment
Television's 'Sapnon Ki
Chhalaang’ portrays the jour-
ney of Radhika, essayed by
Megha Ray. Walking the tight
rope of balancing a new job and
the demands of a tough-to-
please boss, alongside the con-
cerns of her family back in
Jhansi, Radhika is torn between
managing both parts of her life.
Amidst this turmoil, the one
person that will not only chal-
lenge Radhika but also bring
out her true potential will be
the CEO of her company,
Rajesh Naik portrayed by the
actor, RushadRana. Having
connected with the story from
the very first narration,
RushadRana shares, "When the
right project lands in your
hands, you know that you have
to take it up. Just like the name
of the show, all of us have taken
our ‘sapnonkichalang’ towards
living our dream; this relatable
narrative made me say yes to
doing the show.”

Further talking about his
character, Rushad added, “My
character Rajesh is a very
classy and ambitious man, who

wants the best for his company
and his employees. He is a
good judge of talent and truly
encourages the value of equali-
ty at work, as he believes that
one should prove their worth by
their work and not gender. He
appreciates a smart worker
and sees that spark in Radhika,
which is why he will push her to
do better. Rajesh’s character
has many layers, which makes
it an interesting role to play. I
also personally believe that
characters like him are not only
alive on the pages of a script
but also exist in real life."

WWiillll  RRaaddhhiikkaa  bbee  aabbllee  ttoo  ccoonn--
ttiinnuuee  lliivviinngg  hheerr  ddrreeaamm??

To find out, tune in to watch
Sapnon Ki Chhalaang, every
Monday to Friday at 9:30 pm
only on Sony Entertainment
Television.

Rushad Rana roped in to
play a pivotal character in

‘Sapnon Ki Chhalaang’

I n the breathtaking
valley of Kashmir, a

new generation of ambi-
tious women is breaking
barriers and creating
their own paths. From
small-scale businesses to
startups, acting, model-
ling and entrepreneur-
ship, these women are
seizing the opportunities
and making a mark in a
rapidly-changing land-
scape.

In the wake of the abro-
gation of Article 370,
which granted a special
status to the region,
Kashmiri women are ven-
turing into Mumbai, the
heart of the Hindi film in-
dustry, known as
Bollywood, to try their
luck in acting.

Bollywood has long
been associated with
nepotism and familial
connections, according to
insiders. However,
Mateena Rajput, a resi-
dent of North Kashmir, is
poised to make her mark
with the highly-anticipat-
ed release of her debut
Bollywood film 'Welcome
to Kashmir'. Having al-
ready worked in the
Tamil, Telugu and
Marathi film industries,
Mateena is ready to make
her Bollywood debut.

The budding actress re-
vealed that in the film,
she portrays a coura-
geous young woman dedi-
cated to women's empow-
erment and fighting for
justice. "My character in
the movie revolves
around my passion for
visiting every college and

school for girls in our na-
tion, inspiring them with
my talks, and providing
them with safety advice,"
Mateena said.

She firmly believes that
women are inherently re-
silient, but often fall prey
to societal pressures.

Proud of her Kashmiri
heritage, Mateena ex-
pressed her gratitude for
the opportunities she has
had to represent Kashmir
on various platforms.

"If we choose to view
Kashmir through a posi-
tive lens, we'll realise its
immense beauty. We need
to embrace a positive per-
spective," she said.

While acknowledging
that Kashmir has often
been portrayed negatively
in Bollywood films, often
associated with promot-
ing terrorism, Mateena is
committed to showcasing
her homeland in a
favourable light. "As a

Kashmiri artiste, I under-
stand the weight of my re-
sponsibility and always
carry the spirit of my
homeland with me.
Others may have their
preferences," she added.

'Welcome to Kashmir'
tackles several important
issues, including youth's
involvement in drug
abuse and the empower-
ment of women.
Additionally, the movie
highlights the positive as-
pects of tourism and hos-
pitality. What sets the film
apart is its unique nature
as a Bollywood Hindi fea-
ture film produced and di-
rected by Kashmiris
themselves. The film is a
dream venture for its
filmmaker, who hails
from Sopore. The film not
only marks a significant
milestone in Mateena's
career, but also showcases
the talent and potential of
Kashmiri artistes in

shaping the narrative of
their homeland on a
grand stage. "Mateena
Rajput's journey is an in-
spiration for every
woman who dreams of
making her mark in the
entertainment industry.
Through her debut
Bollywood film, Mateena
is not only entertaining
audiences, but also ad-
dressing important social
issues, making a mean-
ingful impact through her
art," said Neha Gupta, a
film critic. "Her ability to
bring depth and authen-
ticity to her characters is
a testament to her versa-
tility as an actress," she
added. "Mateena Rajput's
on-screen charisma is un-
matched, leaving audi-
ences spellbound with
her magnetic presence
and captivating perform-
ances," said Maya Kapoor,
an entertainment colum-
nist.

Kashmir’s rising star: Muteena
Rajput makes waves in Bollywood

Acting is the one 
time I feel meditative,

says Anupriya
Goenka of ‘Asur 2’

AActress Anupriya Goenka is all set
to reprise the role of Naina Nair in
the second season of 'Asur:
Welcome To The Dark Side'. She
reflected on her own journey in the
film industry as well as her person-
al experience working in this
thriller show. Reminiscing on what
inspired her to transition from the
corporate world to acting,
Anupriya spoke about her immense
love for the art and the zen effect it
has on her. "I am an overthinker
and my mind goes on constantly
talking. I feel acting is the one time
when I feel meditative. Between
action and cut, no matter what is
happening in my life, I'm just there
in the present moment." "That is
the most fulfilling feeling. It's
almost as if you breathe through it
(acting) and everything in life is
justified for the purpose of acting -
the emotions, the good, the bad. I
have started searching for new
experiences because I want to be a
better performer and push myself."
Coming to her role as Naina,
Anupriya also spoke about how
closely she relates to the charac-
ter. "There is a lot of similarity
between me and Naina. I relate to
her in the sense that I'm also very
strong-headed , I'm very opinionat-
ed, I don't shy away from my opin-
ions but at the same time I'm
extremely vulnerable sometimes,
and I show my vulnerability too." "I
have my own struggles with right
and wrong, my value systems. But
through Naina, I was able to touch
upon that part, that one can cross a
line for what they believe in." 'Asur
2' is now streaming exclusively on
JioCinema.

A ctress Rakul Preet Singh, who was seen in
the streaming film 'Chhatriwali', and the

recent Tamil-Telugu bilingual film 'Boo', has
shared that she always had a contingency plan
if things didn't work out for her on the acting
front.

The actress recently graced an episode of the
podcast 'The Habit Coach with Ashdin Doctor'
by IVM Podcasts where she spoke of her Plan B.

She said: "When I moved to Bombay. I was 20
and that's it. I'm a Maths graduate, so I had told
myself I will give it (acting) a try for 2 years and
if it doesn't work out, I'll get back to my studies.
That's the reason I completed my graduation.
The first film happened when I was in college."

She further mentioned: "But, I fell short of at-
tendance and then I was like no, let me finish
my college. So yeah I gave myself 2 years, lucki-
ly things worked out. But Plan B was that I
would do an MBA in Fashion but, luckily I did-
n't have to do that, it worked out."

She also shared that discipline helped her
shape her career to a large extent. The actress
comes from an army family as her father is an
Army officer. Hence, discipline is naturally in-
grained in her conduct.

She further mentioned: "Whatever I have
done in my life from being a complete outsider,
not knowing a soul in the industry is due to my
discipline. When I started out. I didn't know
how I would crack it, or what the way was going
to be. I just figured the route on the way, but I
was disciplined."

"I knew that this is the amount of work I have
to put in. When I was not working, I was audi-
tioning. I had a timetable even then. I always be-
lieve if you put in those many hours, the uni-
verse will make it happen for you. Because you
are giving that intention that it is happening,"
she added.

plan B was MBA in
fashion, but 

‘luckily,’ she ‘didn’t
have to do that’

Rakul’s

M aniesh Paul hits it
out of the park in

his digital debut
Rafuchakkar releasing
on JioCinema, the teaser
proves his worth as a
versatile actor generat-
ing excitement amongst
the audience.

After an impactful
and impressive perform-
ance in JugjuggJeeyo
last year which led to a
streak of awards for the
actor, Maniesh Paul has
pushed his boundaries
to unveil different facets
of his versatility in his
OTT debut -
Rafuchakkar.

Known for his innate
wit and spontaneity,
Maniesh Paul has earlier
impressed the audience
with his comic timing on
screen, however,

Rafuchakkar delves deep
into the acting prowess
of the actor, exploring

the intense and versatile
performer within him.
Donning five different

looks, Maniesh plays a
con artist in the show.

From a distinctive
moustache, sporting a
turban, to a suave and
sassy man with grey
hair and beard, Maniesh
Paul is seen slipping into
different avatars for the
character. The teaser for
the Jio Studios’
Rafuchakkar was recent-
ly unveiled offering a
sneak peek into the
world of deceit, present-
ed by Maniesh, piquing
the interest of the audi-
ence for the fun-filled
and thrilling show.

Directed by
R i t a m S h r i v a s t a v a ,
Rafuchakkar stars
Maniesh Paul in the
leading role
alongwithPriyaBapat
and others.

Maniesh Paul unfolds five looks 
presenting a never-seen-before avatar 



PADDLE POWER POSE

Table tennis player Manika Batra poses during the
Ultimate Table Tennis (UTT) Season 4 player draft, in
Mumbai, Friday, June 2.
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London, Jun 02 (PTI):

Australia are expecting
Ravindra Jadeja to feature
in India’s playing XI in the
World Test Championship
final but are unsure about
Ravichandran Ashwin’s
participation in the mar-
que contest to be played at
The Oval starting June 7.

India utilised three spin-
ners during the recent
Border-Gavaskar Trophy
series with both Ashwin
(25 wickets) and Jadeja (22)
shinning bright to help
their side claim a 2-1 series
win.

Talking to local media
prior to Australia’s train-
ing session at the Kent
County Cricket Ground in
Beckenham on Thursday,
assistant coach Daniel
Vettori said the team man-
agement had a lot of dis-
cussion about India’s prob-
able bowling attack. “We
have been debating that,”
Vettori said.

“I think Jadeja will play
because of the batting he
brings to the table and
how successful he has
been at that No.6 position.

“Then the question will
be around that fourth
seamer and the all-round-
er in (Shardul) Thakur
and Ashwin, but they are
(both) pretty good choic-
es.”

Vettori, however, feels
Ashwin might just lose out
on a spot in the playing XI
because of team combina-
tion despite enjoying a de-
cent record in England.

The experienced off-
spinner has a total of 18
wickets at an average of

28.11 from seven matches
in England but has played
just one Test at The Oval.

“Ashwin is an incredible
bowler and he will be first
choice in most teams, and
just with their combina-
tions it may lead to that
(him missing selection),”

Vettori said. “We expect
The Oval to behave how it
always behaves.

“It is a good wicket, but
it can offer a lot to the spin-
ners as the game goes on.”

Vettori also expects
Cameron Green to play a
big part in the WTC final,
especially after his superb
showing in the just-con-
cluded IPL.

“Any cricket is prepara-
tion now. He is doing work
in the background to make
sure his bowling loads are
up and he is actually ready
for Test cricket,” Vettori
said of Green.

“We look at it like if you
are involved in high-inten-
sity, high-class cricket, we
are happy with that as it
means you are playing
cricket.

“The hardest thing for
guys is coming out of
nothing and that might be
a challenge for a couple of
guys who have had an ex-
tended break and how
they get up to speed as
quickly as possible,” he
said.

“With Cameron I think
he has been playing so
much cricket, he will be
fine. It’s great to have him
back. He offers so much to
the team and had a great
series in India for us and
then is coming off the
back of a successful IPL.

Australia unsure about India’s
bowling line-up in WTC final

Cameron
Green of
Australia in
action during
Australia
training prior
to the ICC
World Test
Championshi
p Final 2023
at The
County
Ground in
Beckenham,
England.

BCCI announces
India ‘A’ squad for

ACC Emerging
Women’s Asia Cup
NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuunn  0022  ((PPTTII))::  Batting
all-rounder Shweta Sehrawat
will lead a 14-member Indian ‘A’
squad in the upcoming ACC
Emerging Women’s Asia Cup
beginning in Hong Kong on
June 12. India ‘A’ will begin
their campaign on June 13
against hosts Hong Kong at the
Tin Kwong Road Recreation
Ground.

“The All India Women’s
Selection Committee on Friday
announced the India ‘A’
(Emerging) squad for the
upcoming ACC Emerging
Women’s Asia Cup 2023,” BCCI
said in a release. The tourna-
ment will feature eight teams
which are divided into two
groups. India ‘A’ (Emerging) is a
part of Group A which also fea-
tures hosts Hong Kong,
Thailand ‘A’ and Pakistan ‘A’,
while Bangladesh ‘A’, Sri Lanka
‘A’, Malaysia and the United
Arab Emirates are in Group B.

The final will be played on
June 21. India ‘A’ (Emerging)
Squad: Shweta Sehrawat
(Captain), Soumya Tiwari
(vice-captain), Trisha Gongadi,
Muskan Malik, Shreyanka Patil,
Kanika Ahuja, Uma Chetry
(wicketkeeper), Mamatha
Madiwala (wicketkeeper), Titas
Sadhu, Yashasri S, Kashvee
Gautam, Parshavi Chopra,
Mannat Kashyap, B Anusha.

HHeeaadd  CCooaacchh::  NNoooosshhiinn  AAll
KKhhaaddeeeerr

India ‘A’ (Emerging) Schedule
at ACC Emerging Women’s Asia
Cup 2023:
June 13: India ‘A’ vs Hong Kong
June 15: India ‘A’ vs Thailand ‘A’
June 17: India ‘A’ vs Pakistan ‘A’.

Sonam, Nisha 
suffer first

round defeats in
Bishkek

BBiisshhkkeekk,,  JJuunn  0022  ((PPTTII))::
Young Indian wrestler
Sonam Malik, who is
returning from an elbow
injury, and Nisha Dahiya
suffered first round
defeats while Priya lost
her quarterfinal bout at
the UWW Ranking Series
tournament, here on
Friday. 

Sonam, the silver
medallist at the 2022 jun-
ior world championship,
lost 3-5 to China’s Jia
Long in the qualification
round. The Asian champi-
onship silver medallist
Nisha had a disappointing
result in the 68kg compe-
tition as she lost by tech-
nical superiority to
Uzbekistan’s Firuza
Esenbaeva. The Uzbeki
later lost her quarterfinal
to Turkey’s Nesir Bas,
thus closing the
repechage door on Nisha.
In the 76kg, Priya began
with a 6-0 win over
Ukraine’s Anastasiia
Osniach but lost the quar-
terfinal 1-10 to China’s
Qiandegenchagan. Both
Sonam and Priya can get
repechage rounds if the
wrestlers they have lost
to, reach the final.
Meanwhile, India went
unrepresented in the 57kg
in which Anshu Malik was
supposed to participate.

Salalah (Oman), Jun 02
(PTI): India’s junior men’s
hockey team maintained
its continental supremacy
as it beat arch-rivals
Pakistan 2-1 to emerge
Asia Cup champions for
the fourth time here on
Thursday.

Angad Bir Singh (13th
minute) and Araijeet
Singh Hundal (20th)
scored for India while
Pakistan managed to pull
one back through Abdul
Basharat (37th).

This was India’s fourth
title, having earlier won
the tournament in 2004,
2008 and 2015. Pakistan
have won the tournament
in 1987, 1992 and 1996.

Recognizing the team’s
effort and the unbeaten
record in the prestigious
tournament which saw the
country qualify for the
FIH Men’s Junior World
Cup in Malaysia, the
Hockey India Executive
Board announced a cash
award of Rs 2 lakh each
for the players and Rs 1
lakh each for support staff.

India went on the offen-
sive from the first minute
as they quickly earned a
penalty corner through
their first move. It was
Sudeep Chirmako, who
entered from the left wing
and found the feet of a
Pakistani defender but the
subsequent chance went
abegging.

India’s failure to convert
penalty corner again came
to light in the sixth minute
when Sunit Lakra’s drag-
flick was saved by the
Pakistani goalkeeper.
However in the 12th

minute of the opening
quarter, India drew first
blood when Angad Bir
Singh tapped one home
from close range after
Araijeet Singh Hundal’s
shot was deflected off the
goalmouth melee.

Hundal, one of the
brightest talents among
Indian hockey’s Gen-Next,
increased the lead to 2-0 as
he received a delivery at
the centre of the striking
circle. He controlled and
took a turn and smashed
the ball home. India made
repeated raids into the

Pakistan defensive third
but the finish was lacking
on most occasions even as
they took a healthy 2-0 lead
at half-time.

However, Pakistan
pressed hard after the
breather and it was Abdul
Basharat, who pulled one
back in the 37th minute
when Abdul Shahid set the
former up with a perfect
assist.

The final quarter saw
Pakistan make a flurry of
attacks with as they got at
least three penalty corners
in quick succession.

In the 50th minute,
Indian custodian Mohith
Shashikumar made a div-
ing save when Arbaz Ayaz
tried to deflect a penalty
corner from the left side of
the Indian goal.

They got another penal-
ty corner but Nadeem
Khan’s attempt was off-tar-
get. The Indians managed
to stave off the waves of at-
tack and then did well
enough in the final mo-
ments to keep their slen-
der one-goal lead intact.

Junior Men’s Asia Cup Hockey

India emerge champions,
beat Pakistan 2-1 in final

India’s junior men’s hockey team players pose for pho-
tos with the trophy after winning the Men’s Hockey
Junior Asia Cup 2023, in Salalah, Oman.

Bangkok, Jun 02 (PTI):
Star Indian shuttler
Lakshya Sen stormed into
the semifinals of Thailand
Open Super 500 tourna-
ment with a straight game
demolition of Malaysia’s
Leong Jun Hao in men’s
singles here on Friday.

The 21-year-old from
Almora punched the air
after unleashing a jump
smash which sealed his 21-
19 21-11 win over the quali-
fier from Malaysia in the
quarterfinals.

The win helped him to
enter the last four for the
first time this season, hav-
ing come close in
Indonesia Masters, where
he exited in the quarterfi-
nals. The Indian, whose
ranking has slipped to
world number 23 from a
career-high of six follow-
ing below-par performanc-
es this season, will take on
either fifth seed Lu Guang
Zu of China or Thailand’s
second seed Kunlavut
Vitidsarn in the semifi-
nals. Kiran George’s giant
run, however, came to an
end after he went down 16-
21 17-21 against Toma
Junior Popov of France in

another men’s singles
match. It was an exciting
contest as Lakshya and
Leong kept pushing each
other from the start. But
after a 10-11 deficit at the
interval, the Indian fell be-
hind as the Malaysian
managed to hold a 16-10
lead. But Lakshya then
changed gears, stepping
up the pace in the rallies to
restore parity at 17-17 be-
fore pocketing the opening
game as Leong looked
tired.

After the change of
ends, he kept a tight grip
on the rallies as his re-
turns were sharper and
precise. Soon he led 11-8,
before breaking off at 13-
11. He accumulated the
next 11 points in a jiffy to
emerge winner.

Lakshya enters 
Thailand Open semifinals,

Kiran loses

MMeellbboouurrnnee,,  JJuunn  0022  ((PPTTII))::

Off-spinner Nathan Lyon
doesn’t believe Australia’s
preparations for the World
Test Championship final will
be affected by the talk around
the Ashes, terming the upcom-
ing contest against India as
“grand final”. 

India and Australia will
square off in the WTC final at
The Oval from June 7. The
five-Test Ashes against
England beginning June 16 has
dominated the headlines over
the past few months as

Australia seek to win the mar-
que series away from home
for the first time in 22 years.

“Yes, we are playing the
Ashes but we’ve got a big
game that we’re up for. This
(WTC final) is our grand final,
and then our season basically
starts again,” Lyon was quoted
as saying by Australian
Associated Press.

“That’s probably where
we’re quite happy with where
we’re at with our planning. We
are able to understand what
we’ve got around the corner,
and be OK. It’s exciting to be

part of the final and the fan-
fare and stuff around it, it’s
bloody special.

“I know every Australian
fan is looking forward to the
Ashes, and so they should be.
But they should also be excit-
ed about this match,” he
added.

Australia will head into the
Ashes without any warm-up
game with the WTC final being
the lone match before the con-
test against England.

Lyon believes the 1-2 loss
Test series in India earlier this
year won’t have any bearing
on the upcoming contest. “You
can wipe off anything that
happened in India,” Lyon said.

“Both teams are really well
rounded in their squads. It is
going to be a really good chal-
lenge.

“India obviously have some
class batters but they have
some class fast bowlers as
well. It’s going to be a good
challenge. Both squads going
at it and competing for one
game, it’s going to be a really
good challenge,” he said.

“It’s a fresh start. I’m look-
ing forward to it.” 

WTC final against India is
our grand final: Lyon

Nathan Lyon of Australia in action during Australia training prior to
the ICC World Test Championship Final 2023 at The County Ground.

Dubai, Jun 02 (PTI):

India make immense
contribution in driving
revenues and fuelling the
growth of cricket globally
and deserve to earn USD
230 million per year from
2024 to 2027 under ICC’s
proposed financial model,
feels ECB chief executive
officer Richard Gould.

According to the new
proposed distribution
model, the Indian cricket
board (BCCI) could earn
38.5 per cent of the USD
600 million earnings over
the next four-year com-
mercial cycle with the
ECB (USD 41.33 million)
and Cricket Australia
(USD 37.53 million) being
the next highest earners.

The PCB is likely to take
home USD 34.51 million
(5.75 per cent), while the
rest will be shared by the
remaining eight full mem-
bers. In total, the 12 full
members will get USD
532.84 million (88.81 per

cent) with the remaining
USD 67.16 million (11.19
per cent) going to the asso-
ciate members out of the
USD 600 million projected
pool.

The proposals, which
are due to be ratified by
the ICC, were criticised as
it will only further in-
crease the financial dis-
parity in the game.
However, Gould defended
ICC’s new allocation
model.

“When you see where
that value is created, I
think it’s understandable,”
Gould said on the latest
episode of The Final Word
podcast. “There may be
tweaks in the margins
here or there, but the dom-
inant position India is in is

based on India’s ability to
drive revenues and drive
the sport forward. One
point four billion people,
one sport, ten (IPL) teams,
one international team.”

“What I’m also fascinat-
ed by is India’s determina-
tion also to assist the
world game. You look at
the percentages and go
‘Well, that’s not fair it
should be split equally’.
But we’ve got to look at the
size of the market.

“India play as many in-
ternational fixtures as any
other team in the world.
And they do that because
they know when they tour
as an international team,
they bring interest and
revenue to that home side.
I think it’s important to
see things in the round, in
that regard,” he added.

Gould acknowleded the
disparity, but he took a ho-
listic view of the situation.

“I get it (the financial in-
equality). But I also under-
stand how important India
is, because without them
we wouldn’t have the kind
of revenues that are com-
ing into the game,” he
said.

ECB CEO backs ICC’s proposed revenue model
 Says India justified

in getting 38 per
cent of earnings

PPaarriiss,,  JJuunn  0022  ((AAPP))  :: Coco
Gauff thought she was
about to head out on the
court to play her second-
round match at the
French Open. “I was
probably about 70 per

cent done with my warmup,”
last year’s runner-up at Roland
Garros would say later.

In the contest preceding
hers in Court Suzanne Lenglen
on Thursday, No. 8 seed Jannik
Sinner was serving for the vic-
tory while up 5-4 in the fourth
set against Daniel Altmaier.
Then Sinner was one point
away. Except he couldn’t con-
vert that match point he had a
chance for a putaway over-
head, and instead basically
sent the ball right at Altmaier,
whose forehand in response
hit the top of the net tape and
fluttered past Sinner or anoth-
er that arrived soon after.

They would play on for
another 1 hour, 43 minutes,
until Altmaier finally cashed in
his own fifth match point with
a 111 mph ace down the mid-
dle to seal the 6-7(0) 7-6(7) 1-
6 7-6(4) 7-5 victory.

“A great turnaround,” said
Altmaier, who cried and cried
after the nearly 5 1/2-hour
marathon. “The emotions were
crazy.” So how did Gauff whit-
tle away the time?

Watching Sinner vs
Altmaier, for one thing.
Snacking, for another on a
fruit salad made by her dad,
with cantaloupe, pineapple
and watermelon. And, well,
resting. “I almost fell asleep in
the middle of the fifth,” Gauff
said.

“I was like, ‘I wish I could
see the future, because I prob-
ably would have taken a nap in
the fourth.”

After the delay, the 19-year-
old American ended up beat-
ing Julia Grabher 6-2 6-3 in 1
hour, 8 minutes. Next for Gauff
will be a third-round matchup
on Saturday against 16-year-
old Mirra Andreeva of Russia.
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23 Coco Gauff wins after

waiting out marathon

Kakamighara (Japan),
Jun 02 (PTI): The Indian
women will look to repli-
cate the success of their
male counterparts when
they begin their campaign
at the Junior Asia Cup
hockey tournament begin-
ning here on Saturday.

The Indian junior men’s
team defeated arch-rivals
Pakistan 2-1 in Salalah,
Oman on Thursday night
to lift the Asia Cup title.

And the Indian junior
women team would be
eager to follow in the foot-
steps of the men’s side and
win its maiden Asia Cup
crown.

India will open their
campaign against
Uzbekistan on Saturday.

The women’s Junior
Asia Cup, which will con-
clude on June 11, will also
serve as a qualifier for the
forthcoming FIH Junior
Women’s World Cup later
this year. Notably, the top
three teams in the
women’s junior Asia Cup
will earn automatic quali-
fication for the FIH Junior

Women’s World Cup to be
played in Santiago, Chile
from November 29 to
December 10 this year.

Captained by Preeti,
India have been grouped
in Pool A along side four-
time champions Korea,
Malaysia, Uzbekistan and
Chinese Taipei, while
hosts Japan, China,
Indonesia, Kazakhstan,
and Hong Kong China, are
in Pool B. India have won a
silver and four bronze
medals in the tourna-
ment’s seven editions thus
far. Speaking on the team’s
preparation ahead of the
tournament, captain
Preeti said, “We have
worked hard over the past
few months for this tour-
nament and now we are all
geared up to implement
everything that we have
worked on during training
sessions.

“Moreover, the senior
India team was also train-
ing with us on the same
campus which helped us
and also boosted our confi-
dence.”

Indian women’s team
look to win maiden Junior

Asia Cup hockey title
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Ranchi, Jun 02 (PTI):

While seeking support
against the Centre’s ordi-
nance control over admin-
istrative services in Delhi,
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Friday met his
Jharkhand counterpart,
Hemant Soren, in Ranchi.

Giving a strong mes-
sage to the Congress party,
Kejriwal said that the
party has to decide
whether it is with “democ-
racy, constitution, and 140
crore people of the coun-
try or with PM Modi”.

Notably, Kejriwal had
on May 23 embarked on a
nationwide tour to seek
support from the
Opposition parties against
the Ordinance.

The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) national convenor
has so far met West Bengal
CM Mamata Banerjee,

Tamil Nadu CM MK Stalin
former Maharashtra CM
Uddhav Thackeray,
Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP) supremo
Sharad Pawar, Bihar CM

Nitish Kumar and his
deputy Tejashwi Yadav.

Addressing the joint
press conference with his
Jharkhand counterpart
Hemant Soren, Kejriwal

said, “Last month, a grave
injustice was done to the
people of Delhi. They
were insulted and their
democratic rights were
snatched. In a landmark

judgment on May 11, the
Supreme Court ordered
that the government
elected by the people of
Delhi will have the pow-
ers. But unfortunately, on
May 19, the government
circumvented the order
by bringing the ordi-
nance. The Modi govern-
ment said that they won’t
allow the elected govern-
ment to function”.

“The ordinance will
now go to the Parliament.
BJP has the majority in
Lok Sabha but in Rajya
Sabha, it only has 93 out
of 238 members. So, if all
the non-BJP parties come
together, this bill can be
defeated,” he added. He
further called the ordi-
nance an “attack on the
foundation of democra-
cy” and urged all the par-
ties to come together
against it.

Is Cong with democracy or Modi: Kejriwal

New Delhi, Jun 02 (PTI):

With great power
comes great responsibili-
ty, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh said on
Friday quoting a famous
dialogue from Hollywood
b l o c k b u s t e r
“Spiderman” to empha-
sise that India’s responsi-
bility will increase in
sync with its rising glob-
al stature.

In an address at an
event, Singh also noted
that when India emerges

as a superpower, it will
have to ensure that uni-
versal values like democ-
racy, religious freedom,
dignity of human beings
and global peace are es-
tablished all over the
world.

The defence minister
said the government is
working to build a devel-
oped India by 2047, fo-
cusing on almost all
sectors of the country.

Talking about the po-
litical landscape in the
country, Singh said that
political parties are in-
tegral to democracy
and it cannot survive
without them. At the
same time, he rued that
many political parties
in India do not operate
based on any ideology
and their politics re-
volve around a person

or a family or a caste.
“I think such politics

should have no place in a
developed India. Politics
should be based on ideol-
ogy and values and not
on the basis of family, re-
ligion and caste,” he said,
speaking at the Times
Network’s India
Economic Conclave.

Govt is working to build developed
India by 2047: Rajnath

Kottayam, Jun 02:

The deafening sounds
were heard twice in the
early hours of Friday, the
people of Chenappady vil-
lage in Kottayam said.
Similar sounds were report-
ed in the area and some
neighbouring places earlier
this week also, they said.

The villagers said there
was no visible change in the
surrounding environment
and only a scientific study
could ascertain the exact
cause of the continuing un-
derground sounds.

Officials of the Kerala de-
partment of mining and ge-
ology said their expert team
would soon inspect the area.

A department source said
they had already examined
the site when the sounds
were first heard earlier this
week. “Based on the reports

that similar huge sounds
were heard today again, our
experts will soon examine
the place,” the source told
PTI.

Kerala village spooked by 
mysterious underground sound

Srinagar, Jun 02 (PTI):

Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha on Friday
said he was committed to
making Jammu and
Kashmir a hub of medical
and wellness tourism, not-
ing the setting up of sev-
eral AYUSH hospitals and
wellness centres in the
Union Territory.

Speaking at an event or-
ganised by the Ministry of
Ayush at the University of
Kashmir, the LG said J&K
has been a major centre of
the Indian Systems of
Medicine (ISM) since “an-
cient times”.

According to Kalhana’s
Rajtarangini, a well-devel-

oped Ayurveda hospital
was functional in “those
days”, Sinha told the gath-
ering of health profes-
sionals and practitioners
of ISM. Kalhana wrote
that J&K had flourishing
Ayurvedic drug manufac-
turing units and
Ayurvedic pharmacies,
he said.

Sinha made the re-
marks while addressing a
consultative meeting on
‘Ayushman Bharat Digital
Mission - Heal in India,
Heal by India’, organised
by National Commission
for Indian System of
Medicine, Ministry of
AYUSH.

J&K is bestowed with

nature’s bounty and rich
medicinal plants giving it
tremendous potential for
startups, LG Sinha said.

“We are committed for
investment and innova-
tion in AYUSH and to
strengthen the tradition-
al system of medicines,”
he said.

J&K is fully prepared
to become an important
centre of AYUSH and
‘Heal in India’ campaign,
which will not only pro-
mote medical tourism in
the Union Territory, but
also create immense
business and employ-
ment opportunities in the
health care sector, he
said.

The LG also highlighted
several milestones
achieved in J&K in the
AYUSH sector.

Committed to making Jammu & Kashmir a hub
of medical and wellness tourism: LG Sinha

Jharkhand Chief Minister Hemant Soren with Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal, Punjab
Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann and Aam Aadmi Party leaders (AAP) Atishi Marlena,
Sanjay Singh and Raghav Chadha and others during their meeting regarding centre’s 
ordinance on control of administrative services in Delhi, in Ranchi, Friday, June 2.
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