
Air exercise
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Rafale jets of
India and France have
been jointly carrying out
aerial drills as part of a
multinational air exercise
at the French airbase of
Mont-de-Marsan, officials
said on Tuesday. Shivangi
Singh, the Indian Air
Force's first woman
Rafale pilot, is part of the
Indian team that is partic-
ipating in the Exercise
Orion, they said.

Fire
MMuuzzaaffffaarrppuurr:: Four minor
girls of a family were
charred to death when a
fire broke out in a jhuggi
cluster near Ramdayalu
railway station in Bihar's
Muzaffarpur district, an
official said on Tuesday.
Seven other persons sus-
tained burn injuries in
the slum fire that broke
out on Monday night and
are undergoing treatment
at the Sri Krishna
Medical College and
Hospital (SKMCH) in the
district where their con-
dition is stated to be crit-
ical, he said.

Crack down 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The Centre on
Tuesday asked state gov-
ernments to crack down on
outdoor advertisements of
gambling and betting plat-
forms. In a letter to chief
secretaries of states and
Union territories,
Information and
Broadcasting secretary
Apurva Chandra asked
them to take "appropriate
action" to curb outdoor
advertisements of gambling
betting platforms that are
found on hoardings, ban-
ners and auto-rickshaws.

Maneka  trips 
SSuullttaannppuurr:: Former Union
minister Maneka Gandhi
slipped and fell on a rain-
drenched road and suf-
fered minor injuries while
campaigning for the
upcoming civic body elec-
tions here, officials said
on Tuesday. The incident
occurred on Monday, the
first day of Gandhi's cam-
paign in support of BJP
candidates in her con-
stituency.

Mishap
JJaaiippuurr:: Four people
including three women
were killed when a car
they were travelling in
rammed into a wall near
Ring Road here on
Tuesday, police said. Two
people were injured in the
accident which happened
in Shivdaspura police sta-
tion area, SHO
(Shivdaspura) Omprakash
said, adding the car com-
ing from Ajmer to Jaipur.
The car driver has been
identified as Rajesh Singh
(28), a resident of Jaipur's
Jhotwara, he said.
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Voters pose for photos showing
their fingers marked with 

indelible ink after casting their
votes for the Himachal Pradesh
Municipal Corporation elections,

in Shimla, Tuesday.

Mumbai, May 02 (PTI): 

Springing a surprise,
Nationalist Congress
Party president Sharad
Pawar on Tuesday said he
is stepping down as chief
of the NCP, the political
outfit he founded and has
helmed since 1999.

A meeting of a commit-
tee of party leaders --
which Pawar said should
decide on the election for
his successor -- was under-
way at his residence here.

Pawar made the an-
nouncement at the launch
of a revised version of his
Marathi autobiography
'Lok Majhe Sangati'
(People Accompany Me),
prompting protests by
party workers and appeals
by NCP leaders to revoke
the decision.

While Maharashtra
NCP president Jayant
Patil and party leader
Jitendra Awhad broke
down after Pawar's an-

nouncement, party MP
Praful Patel requested him
to withdraw his decision.

Pawar did not take any-
one into confidence before
announcing his resigna-
tion, Praful Patel said.

Speaking at the book
launch, Pawar said his po-
litical journey began on
May 1, 1960, and has con-
tinued without a break for
the past 63 years with him
serving Maharashtra and
India in various capaci-
ties.

Narayanpur, May 02: 

A hardcore Naxalite car-
rying a reward of Rs 5 lakh
on his head surrendered
before Narayanpur police
in southern Chhattisgarh
on Tuesday, an official said.

Motu Ram Mandavi
alias Manoj Mandavi, the
commander of the Naxal
local organisational squad
(LOS), surrendered before
N a r a y a n p u r
Superintendent of Police
(SP) Pushkar Sharma, he
said. Mandavi, a resident of
Marameta village in
Bhairamgarh police sta-
tion of Bijapur district,
was involved in Maoist ac-
tivities since 2009 and had
played a crucial role in exe-
cuting three incidents of
violence, SP Sharma said.

He was allegedly in-
volved in the murder of a
villager in Kachhapal vil-
lage in 2010 and two am-
bush attacks on security
forces at Kodaliyar
Michpara and Kutul
Michingpara in 2013, he
said. Mandavi was recruit-
ed into the Balanar Militia
in 2009. Subsequently, he
joined Company Number 9
(also known as NIB
Company) in 2010 and has
since been serving as a
commander in the LOS, he
said. Disenchanted with

the ideology and meaning-
less violence, Mandavi de-
cided to shun the Naxalite
path. He was also im-
pressed by the
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment's rehabilitation poli-
cy, the official said.

Mandavi used to carry a
12 bore and a SLR gun and
has surrendered with
weapons, he added.

The surrendered
Naxalite will be provided
all the benefits and facili-
ties provisioned under the
rehabilitation policy and
will receive an immediate
financial assistance of Rs
10,000, the SP said.

Ahmedabad, May 02 (PTI):

The Gujarat High Court
on Tuesday refused to
grant interim relief to
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on his plea for stay
of conviction in a criminal
defamation case over his
"Modi surname" remark,
saying it will pass its final
order post-summer vaca-
tion.

Counsel for Gandhi (52),
Abhishek Manu Singhvi,
cited "extreme urgency" to

request from the court for
an interim or a final order
after arguments from both
sides in the matter con-
cluded during the day.

The court of Justice
Hemant Prachchhak, how-
ever, said no interim pro-
tection can be granted at
this stage. Justice
Prachchhak said he will
pass a final order only after
going through the records
and proceedings, and post-
ed the matter for verdict
after reopening of the HC
post- summer vacation,
which will be from May 8
to June 3. Advocate

Nirupam Nanavati, who
appeared for Gujarat
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) MLA Purnesh Modi,
the original complainant
in the case, also opposed
Singhvi's prayer for inter-
im relief to the disqualified
Lok Sabha MP. The HC
heard Gandhi's appeal
against the sessions court's
order last month refusing
to stay his conviction in the
2019 defamation case after
a trial court in Surat con-
victed and sentenced him
to two years in jail, leading
to his disqualification as a
Member of Parliament.

New Delhi, May 02 (PTI) 

The University Grants
Commission has launched a
unified recruitment portal
called 'CU-Chayan' for facul-
ty appointments in central
varsities, its chairman
Jagadesh Kumar said on
Tuesday.

"The portal is completely
user-friendly and caters to
the needs of all stakehold-
ers in the recruitment
process. The University
Grants Commission (UGC)

has developed this portal to
create an enabling environ-
ment for both, universities
and the applicants, with
universities driving all the
stages of the recruitment
independently as is being
done at present in the re-
spective university," he said.

Kumar explained that for
applicants, the platform will
offer a range of features, in-
cluding a consolidated list-
ing of job openings across
all participating universi-
ties, a single login for apply-
ing to any of the universi-
ties, and personalised dash-
boards to help manage the
application process.

Guwahati, May 02 (PTI) 

The Braille edition of
Assamese dictionary
Hemkosh, with 90,640
words in 10,279 pages, has
been adjudged as the
largest bilingual Braille
dictionary by the
Guinness World Records.

Jayanta Baruah, pub-
lisher of Hemkosh and
chairman of Pratidin
Media Network, received
the Guinness World
Records certificate from
Rishi Nath, official adjudi-
cator for Guinness World
Records TM, in presence of
Assam Governor Gulab
Chand Kataria at an event
held in Gauhati University
on Monday, according to a
press release.

The Braille edition of
the Assamese dictionary
has 90,640 words printed in
21 volumes and 6 parts,
across 10,279 pages and
weighing 80.800 kg.

New Delhi, May 02 (PTI) 

Jailed gangster Tillu
Tajpuriya was killed
early Tuesday inside
Tihar Jail allegedly by
four members of the no-
torious Gogi gang who
cut two iron grilles of the
high-security prison and
stabbed him "40-50 times"
with an improvised
weapon, officials said.

Tajpuriya, an accused
in the 2021 Rohini court
shootout in which gang-
ster Jitender Gogi was
killed, was taken to the
Deen Dayal Upadhyay
Hospital in an uncon-
scious state where he was
declared dead.

The assailants Deepak
alias Titar, Yogesh alias

Tunda, Rajesh and Riyaz
Khan used bed sheets to
climb down to
Tajpuriya's ground-floor
ward from the first floor
around 6.15 am and at-
tacked him.

Prison officials said
they suspect that the at-
tackers had cut the two
grilles installed on the
first floor and placed
them there to avoid suspi-
cion. Before the attack,
they only had to remove
the grilles and climb

down. The attack hap-
pened when the cells were
opened for counting of
the inmates, they added.

Mumbai, May 02:  

Go First on Tuesday
said it has been forced to
seek voluntary insolvency
resolution proceedings
due to "serial failure" of
Pratt & Whitney engines
resulting in grounding of
50 per cent of the fleet and
is no longer in a position
to continue to meet its fi-
nancial obligations.

The latest move by the
Wadia group-owned carri-
er, which has been flying
for more than 17 years,
came after arbitration pro-
ceedings in Singapore and
a suit filed in a US court
seeking enforcement of
the arbitration award last
month.

In a detailed statement
shared with PTI, Go First
said it has been forced to

apply to the National
Company Law Tribunal
(NCLT) because of the re-
curring and persistent is-
sues with the GTF (Geared
Turbofan) engines sup-
plied by P&W.

Also, Pratt & Whitney
has failed to repair those
engines and/or provide
sufficient spare leased en-
gines as it was required to
do pursuant to its obliga-
tions under the relevant
agreements between
them.

New Delhi, May 02 (PTI): 

While the ongoing wet
spell over large parts of
India is unusual, the cool-
ing of the landmass due to
it will not delay the arrival
of monsoon, senior scien-
tists said on Tuesday.

The Indian monsoon is
driven by the temperature
and pressure difference be-
tween the Indian landmass
and the Indian Ocean.

During the summer
months, the landmass
heats up, creating a low-
pressure zone that draws
in moist air from the
ocean, resulting in rainfall.
There have been concerns
that the cooling of the
landmass due to the ongo-
ing prolonged wet spell

may weaken the low-pres-
sure zone and there will be
less force to draw in the
moisture-laden air from
the ocean. As a result, the
arrival of monsoon rains
may be delayed.

According to the India
M e t e o r o l o g i c a l
Department's (IMD) data,
the maximum tempera-
ture has remained below
the 40 degrees Celsius
mark across India for the
last three days. "There is
no relationship as such
(between the cooling of
land due to the ongoing
wet spell and the weaken-
ing of the monsoon
winds)," Mrutyunjay
Mohapatra, Director
General of Meteorology,
IMD, told PTI.

Sindhanur , May 02 (PTI):

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Tuesday alleged that the
Congress's history is about
"appeasing terror and terror-
ists", and that the party had
allegedly questioned the coun-
try's defence forces when the
surgical strikes and air strikes
had been carried out.
The Prime Minister, who
addressed three rallies, cam-
paigning for the May 10
Assembly polls in Karnataka,
also hit out at the Congress
for promising to ban Bajrang
Dal in its election manifesto,
saying it wanted to lock up
those who worship Lord
Hanuman. He also accused the
grand old party as well as the
JD(S) of trying to do politics
when the Centre was striving
to rescue people from war-
torn Sudan and Ukraine, and
also during the covid crisis. At
the Chitradurga rally, Modi

accused the Congress and
JD(S) of "encouraging terror"
and said they could never
increase investment in
Karnataka or create new
opportunities for youth in the
state. "People of Karnataka
should never forget Congress's
history and thinking.
Congress's history is about
appeasing terror and terror-
ists. When the Batla House
encounter happened in Delhi,
there were tears in the eyes of
Congress's top-most leader,
hearing about the death of ter-
rorists," Modi claimed.

Emergency
landing

Bengaluru, May 02 (PTI):
Karnataka Pradesh Congress
Committee president D K
Shivakumar's helicopter made
an emergency landing at the
HAL airport here after a bird
hit the glass of the cockpit on
Tuesday afternoon.
The Congress leader was on
his way to Mulbagal in Kolar
district to attend a public
meeting. The chopper flew
from Jakkur airport in
Bengaluru but was hit by a
kite, sources close to
Shivakumar told PTI. In the
impact of the crash, the heli-
copter's windscreen broke into
pieces. The chopper had to
make an emergency landing at
the HAL airport. Along with
Shivakumar and the pilot, a
journalist of a Kannada news
channel who was interviewing
him, was inside the helicopter.
Shivakumar, the crew and oth-
ers in the helicopter are all
safe, they said.

SURPRISING MOVE

Pawar steps down as NCP chief

Sharad Pawar addresses a
press conference, in Mumbai

on Tuesday. 

Nationalist Congress Party
leader Ajit Pawar supported his
uncle Sharad Pawar's decision
to step down from the party
president's post. "Pawar saheb
himself had said about the
necessity of change in the guard a few days ago. We should see
his decision in the light of his age and health also. Everyone has
to take a decision according to time, Pawar saheb has taken a
decision and he won't take it back," Ajit Pawar said.

Seeking to pacify party workers protesting against his
announcement to step down as NCP chief, Sharad Pawar on
Tuesday said he will need two to three days to "think over" his
decision. Conveying his message to protesting party workers,
his nephew Ajit Pawar also requested NCP functionaries not to
resign from their posts in protest against Pawar senior's sur-
prise decision. "He (Sharad Pawar) has said he has made his
decision, but he will need two-three days to think it over on
account of your insistence. But he will think it over only when
all workers go home," Ajit told party workers at the premises of
the Yashwantrao Chavan Pratishthan here. Scores of Nationalist
Congress Party workers refused to leave the venue, where
Pawar earlier in the day announced his decision during the
launch of his revised autobiography. They stayed put even after
Pawar left for his residence. 

‘Pawar saheb won't take back his decision’

‘Need two-three days to think over’

Assamese Braille
dictionary

adjudged largest
By Guinness 
World Records

Naxalite carrying Rs 5 lakh
reward surrenders

BBiijjaappuurr:: A 28-year-old man
was allegedly abducted and
killed by Naxalites in
Chhattisgarh's insurgency-hit
Bijapur district, police said on
Tuesday. The body of Hadma
Avlam, a resident of Tarrem
village, was found on a field
this morning, Additional
Superintendent of Police
(ASP) Bijapur Chandrakant
Gavarna said. The victim and
his friends had ventured into
a nearby forest on a tractor to
collect wood and were return-
ing when Naxalites allegedly
abducted him around 8 pm on
Monday, the official said.

Villager abducted,
killed by Naxalites 

DEFAMATION CASE

No interim relief for Rahul 
HC to pass final order
post-summer vacation

UGC launches unified 
recruitment portal ‘CU-Chayan’

For central varsities’
faculty appointments

SHOCKING TRUTH

Rohini court shootout accused
Tillu killed inside Tihar Jail

The killing of a second gang-
ster in less than a month
inside the Tihar jail here has
once again put a serious
question mark on the security
at one of the largest prisons
in Asia despite officials claim-
ing they were implementing a
detailed plan to avoid such
incidents. Sunil alias Tillu
Tajpuriya (33), lodged on the
ground floor of the high-secu-
rity prison, was killed by
members of the Gogi gang
with an improvised weapon
around 6.15 am on Tuesday.

Tihar jail security
under spotlight 

ALL FOR LIVELIHOOD

A labourer loads a sack of wheat grain onto a truck at a grain market, in Jalandhar, Tuesday.

SCIENTISTS ASSURE NORMAL MONSOON

‘Cooling of land due to
ongoing wet spell won’t
affect monsoon arrival’

PM SLAMS CONG

Its history is about ‘appeasing
terror and terrorists’

Go First BANKRUPTCY

NCLT approached due to ‘serial
failure’ of P&W engines

Aviation regulator DGCA on
Tuesday issued a show cause
notice to Go First after the airline
decided to cancel flights for two
days amid a severe financial
crunch. The crisis-hit airline has
cancelled all their scheduled flights
for May 3 and 4 "without any prior
intimation", the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
said in a statement. 

Civil Aviation Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia on Tuesday
said it was unfortunate that the
operational bottleneck related to
engine supplies has dealt a blow
to the airline's financial position.

DGCA issues show
cause notice 

‘Prudent to wait for
judicial process to 

run its course’



‘Pali Shiromani and Karm Shiromani
Awards’ to employees of SMS-3

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 02:
Employees of SMS-3
Department of SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant were
awarded with the 'Pali and
Karm Shiromani awards'
for their exemplary work
performance under the
'Shiromani Puraskar
Yojana' of Bhilai Steel
Plant.

The Award ceremony
was organised on April 29,
2023. Addressing the em-
ployees, the Chief Guest of
the program, Sandeep
Kumar Kar, CGM (SMS-3)

praised the awardees and
said that these awards are
given not only for outstand-
ing work, but also for fol-
lowing Safety guidelines.
He congratulated all the
award winners and, said
that they will continue to
do excellent work in the fu-
ture as well.

Ravi Kumar Srivastava,
AGM was honoured with
the 'Pali Shiromani Award'.
Similarly, Hariom, RK
Mahamalla, Ashish
Gaurav, Rakesh Kumar
Thakur, Vandana Soni,
Shek Mola, and
Ghanashyam Sahu of SMS-

3, were also honoured with
the 'Karm Shiromani
Award'. Letters of apprecia-
tion were presented for the
spouses of the award-win-
ning employees as a form of
encouragement.

General Manager's AB
Srinivas, Pramod Kumar
Singh, P Satpathy, Yatendra
Kumar, and Tribhuvan
Baitha, were present on the
occasion. All the guests
present praised the work
style and safety awareness
of the winners, congratu-
lating them and inspiring
them to continue their ex-
cellent work in the future.

New Records created in Oven
Pushing & Wagon Unloading

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 02: SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant's Coke
Ovens & Coal Chemicals
Dept (CO & CCD) has
achieved its best ever un-
loading of 486 wagons in a
day on April 29, 2023 as
against previous best of
unloading 444 wagons on
February 27, 2023.

Together with the
Plant's Transport & Diesel
Dept, a new record of
wagon tippling was also
set on April 29, 2023. The
team of CO & CCD and
T&D has set a new record
of wagon tippling in a day
with a average shift tip-
pling of 162 wagons.

On April 30, 2023, the
Plant's Coke Ovens & Coal
Chemicals Dept set anoth-
er record with pushing of
825 ovens as against previ-
ous best of 824 ovens on

February 28, 2023.
Director In-charge, Bhilai
Steel Plant Anirban
Dasgupta, ED (Works)
Anjani Kumar and other
senior officers of the
Plant visited Coke Ovens
on May 01, 2023 and con-
gratulated the leadership
and collective of Coke
Ovens and associated
shops and departments
for their achievements.

The Plant's Merchant
Mill that has been setting
new records in rolling of
Angle 75 profile, created a
new shift record of rolling
1675 billets into 817
Tonnes of Angle 75 on
April 29, 2023 as against
previous best of rolling
1650 billets into 804
Tonnes of same profile a
day earlier on April 
28, 2023.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 02: SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant's Steel
Melting Shop 2 (SMS 2)
has cast blooms of
20MNCR5 degassed Steel
Grade for Alloy Steel
Plant, Durgapur for the
first time, thereby fulfill-
ing long pending require-
ment from ASP.

SMS 2 was commis-
sioned as part of the
Plant's 4 million tonne
(MT) expansion.
Production of crude steel
in SMS 2 started in the
year 1985. SMS 2 produces
cast blooms and cast slabs
from the casters in its
Continuous Casting Shop.
Cast Slabs from SMS 2 are
used for rolling plates in
Plate Mill and cast blooms
are rolled into rails in the
Plant's Rail & Structural
Mill.

Bloom Caster No 5 had
been an integral part of
SMS 2 right from the be-
ginning with the first
bloom cast on February 03,
1985. Since then there has
been no looking back, with
Caster 5 having always
met the stringent quality
requirement of Indian
Railways. This caster has

always been premium
amongst all the casters
and the caster utilization
always been over 95 per
cent. Once the casting
process is started, the cast-
er is continued for long se-
quences by flying tundish
and stopped only in case of
any problem. There has
been gradual upgradation

in the caster as per the re-
quirement of Indian
Railways which includes
EMS system, slag detec-
tion system and AMLC.

SMS 2 that has continu-
ously striven for excel-
lence in all fronts has now
added another feather to
its cap by casting blooms
of 20MNCR5 degassed

Steel Grade for Alloy Steel
Plant, Durgapur for the
first time, thereby fulfill-
ing long pending require-
ments of ASP.

This was made possible
due to diligent efforts by
all the sections including
Operations, Mechanical
and Electrical of
Continuous Casting Shop
(CCS) of SMS 2 under the
leadership of Susanta
Kumar Ghosal CGM
(SMS2), Instrumentation
group, the Plant's
Research & Control Lab
(RCL), Converter Shop in
SMS 2, SBS, Secondary
Refining Units, KMC
group and Protective
Group. These blooms of
20MNCR5 degassed Steel
Grade will be further
rolled at the ASP special
steel plant of SAIL for dif-
ferent applications in auto-
mobile sector.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 02: Maitri
Vidya Niketan, Risali,
proudly announced the re-
markable achievements of
its students in the Joint
Entrance Examination
(JEE) Mains 2023. Ten stu-
dents have qualified for
the JEE-Advance after
clearing the JEE mains
2023, thereby bringing lau-
rels to the school.

The successful students
have demonstrated excep-
tional aptitude and aca-

demic prowess, with
Bhavya Jain achieving an
impressive 99.67 per-
centile, followed closely by
Hrishi Nahata with 96.9
percentile, Jasleen Kaur
Dhanjal with 93.91 per-
centile, Deepak with 92.14
percentile, Pranjal Sahu
with 89.56 percentile,
Aayush Dewangan with
89.16 percentile, Chandan
Das Sahu with 87.95 per-
centile, Sana Sanjana with
85 percentile, Isha
Chandrakar with 75 per-
centile and Shashwat

Thakur with 42.62 per-
centile.

Rajam Sudhakaran,
President MECA along
with Directors MECA S
Sajeev and S Sajan, Dr
Sajitha Thambi, Principal
MVN, Dr Beena Sajeev,
Vice Principal, Nishi
Sajan, Head Mistress,
School's faculty and staff
congratulated these excep-
tional students on their
tremendous success and
wished them all the very
best for their bright and
future endeavours.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 02:
Unemployment allowance
transfer program was or-
ganized at the Chief
Minister's residence in
Raipur the other day. 32 ben-
eficiaries from Durg district
participated in this pro-
gram. Also, 10 youth benefi-
ciaries of the district partic-
ipated in this program
through video conferencing
from NIC Durg. As soon as
the amount was transferred
by the Chief Minister, a
message was received that
Rs 2500 has been deposited
in the accounts of
Dharmesh Thakur and
Aishwarya Sahu. The Chief
Minister interacted with
Durg resident Aishwarya
Sahu and inquired about

the unemployment al-
lowance amount.
Aishwarya said that she
will use this amount for MA
studies and competitive
exams. Till date 9393 youth
of the district have applied
online for the unemploy-
ment allowance scheme.
Out of which applications
of 5784 people have been ap-
proved. Rs 14460000 (One
Crore 44 lakh Sixty

Thousand Rupees) was
transferred to all the ap-
proved beneficiaries. The
process of application veri-
fication of remaining appli-
cants is going on. Durg City
MLA Arun Vora, Chief
Executive Officer District
Panchayat Ashwini
Dewangan and Deputy
Director Employment
Rajkumar Kurre were pres-
ent in the programme.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 02: The vil-
lagers of Gram Panchayat
Mudpar reached the
Collector Jandarshan with
a complaint of air pollu-
tion caused by the crusher
machine installed in Nitya
Mines. The villagers said
that heavy air pollution is
being caused by the crush-
er machine installed in
Nitya Mines operated in
Mudpar village.

It is becoming difficult
to breathe due to the dust
coming out of the crusher
machine. Along with this,
due to the accumulation of
stone and dust particles in
the surrounding fields,
farmers are facing difficul-
ties in cultivation.

They said that a verbal
complaint was also made
through the Gram
Panchayat. Despite that,

heavy crusher machines
are being installed instead
of small crusher machines.

Keeping in view the
health and problems of the
villagers, the Collector di-
rected the officials of the
Mineral Department to
take immediate action. A
resident of Bhilai submit-
ted an application for pro-
viding the fourth install-

ment of Prime Minister
Awas Yojna before the
monsoon.

The applicant stated that
he has received three in-
stallments for the house,
but the fourth installment
is pending due to which he
is unable to complete the
construction work of the
house. He submitted an
application in the con-

cerned department, but no
information is being pro-
vided by the department.
The Collector asked the
Commissioner Municipal
Corporation Bhilai to take
necessary action.

A Corporator of Bhilai
Municipal Corporation re-
quested to construct two
passenger waiting halls
near Shri Shankaracharya

Medical College and Shri
Shankaracharya College
in Junwani in view of the
hot and rainy season. The
concerned officer was di-
rected to take necessary
action.

A resident of
Ruabandha Bhilai made a
complaint about pending
wages. The applicant is
working under
Jeevandeep Samiti. He
said that due to non-pay-
ment of salary for the last
two months, he is facing fi-
nancial difficulties. The
Collector instructed the
CMHO to take action on
this application.

100 applications were re-
ceived in Collector
Jandarshan, in which ap-
plications related to admis-
sion in SAGES, encroach-
ment, drain construction,
illegal hoarding, revenue
were received.

Major achievement of
the district hospital 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 02: District
Hospital of Durg made an-
other big achievement.
Earlier due to non-avail-
ability of dermoid cyst
surgery facility in District
Hospital, the patients were
referred to Medical
College, Raipur. But now
this facility is available at
Durg District Hospital
also. In the cases of der-
moid cyst, there are prob-
lems of swelling, pain and
blurred vision in the pa-
tient.

According to the infor-

mation received
from the Civil
Surgeon cum
Chief Hospital
Superintendent,
the dermoid cyst
was successfully
operated by the
Ophthalmologist
of Durg District
Hospital and her
team. The patient
Chandrahas, aged
9 years, a resident
of Village
Gatapar, came for
treatment in the
Ophthalmology
Department of
District Hospital Durg for
his eye problem. After the
eye checkup, the ophthal-
mologist found that he has
a dermoid cyst problem.
He was admitted to the

hospital for treatment and
a successful dermoid cyst
surgery was performed by
ophthalmologist Dr
Kalpana Zeph and 
her team.

Sirsakhurd gaining popularity 
as Murti Kala Gaon

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 02:
Sirsakhurd is a small vil-
lage in Durg district
where women are mak-
ing idols from cow dung.
The women not only pre-
pare these special idols
but are also making them
available in the markets
as per the demand. The
women of Sirsakhurd vil-
lage are associated with
Jai Bajrang Self Help
Group.

Gautam Buddha, logo
of Chhattisgarh, Radha
Krishna, Ganapati and
tribal artwork are being
made by cow dung by a
women group. This group
of twelve women has be-
come popular because of
these idols. Sirsakhurd

village of Durg district is
now known as Murti
Kala Gaon. The women
work together to prepare

these idols.
Along with making

idols from cow dung,
these women associated

with women's self-help
groups are also making
many materials like idols
of gods and goddesses,
diyas, etc for the festival.
When asked how these
idols are made, Hemlata
Saven of the Jai Bajrang
Self-Help Group said that
they first make lumps
from cow dung, then dry
them and pound them.

After that, it is put in
the grinding machine.
After grinding, a mixture
of smooth multani mitti
is added to it and kneaded
with water. Thereafter,
the idols are prepared
with the help of moulds.
It takes 15 days to make
the idol out of cow dung.
She said that the Jai
Bajrang self-help group
members have received

training in making idols
in Nagpur. After getting
the training, the women
of the group are earning
income by preparing
idols and selling them in
the local market, which is
their means of livelihood.

She further informed
that during the Bhet
Mulaqat in Purai, an idol
made of cow dung was
presented to the Chief
Minister on behalf of the
self-help group. Being
made of cow dung, it is
eco-friendly. The remains
of the idol can be put in a
pot or garden. This will
not harm the environ-
ment and will also work
as manure. Collector
Pushpendra Kumar
Meena also appreciated
the skill of these women.
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Ophthalmologist 
performs surgery to
remove dermoid cyst

People complain of air pollution due to crusher 5784 youth of the district benefited
from unemployment allowance

Maitri Vidya Niketan students
excel in JEE-Mains 2023

Bhavya Hrishi Jasleen Deepak

SMS 2 fulfils ASP’s requirement of Special
Grade Blooms for use in Automobile Sector

Free health camp organised
at village Khapri Siloda

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 02: The
Corporate Social
R e s p o n s i b i l i t y
Department (CSR) of
SAIL- Bhilai Steel
Plant, organised a
free health camp on
April 29, 2023 at
Village, Khapri
Siloda. The team for
the one-day health
camp comprised of
health experts, Dr
Nishi Minj,
P h a r m a c i s t ,
K h i l a w a n
Kumbhakar, Farida
Joseph for blood-
sugar and BP exami-
nation, Shambhu for
registration and
Soni, from the CSR
department conduct-
ed the camp. Village
Sarpanch Rajkumar
Sahu was also pres-
ent at the Camp. A

total of 40 villagers were
examined at the Medical
Camp including 09 men,
19 women and 12 chil-
dren, and free medicines
were distributed to them.
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KIDS POOL PARTY

Raipur: Tiny-tots of Chatrapati Shivaji Kids School, Rawatpura Colony, enjoyed sum-
mer vacations and pool party here on Tuesday.

Raipur, May 02: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
attended Aabhaar
Sammelan organized by
the Women and Child
Development Department
and Minister Anila Bhedia
and Health Minister T.S.
Singh Deo. As a token of
appreciation Anganwadi
workers, assistants, and
mitanins gave memento to
the Chief Minister.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel while speaking at
the ‘Aabhar Sammelan’ re-
called that whenever he
used to meet the Mitanins
and Aganbadi workers,
they used to urge him to
organise a programme
wherein they can express
gratitude and today thou-
sands of workers are pres-
ent in Science College
ground and for which CM
also expressed gratitude
towards all.

Speaking on the occa-
sion CM said that it is
without any hesitation in
their mind, the Anganbadi
workers and Mitanins con-
tinued to work under diffi-
cult circumstances and
CM hailed the same. CM
said that the gratitude ex-
pressed by Mitanins and
Anganbadi workers to-
wards the state govern-
ment is not towards the
government, but by him

(CM) on behalf of all the
2.75 cr people towards the
Mitanins and Anganbadi
workers. ‘You people work
is for service to the hu-
manity and the work you
all have done in
Chhattisgarh is unparallel
and is an example of serv-
ice to humanity and there
is no bigger religion than
this, CM added’.

The Anganbadi work-
ers, assistants and
Mitanins from different
corners of the state wel-
comed CM with huge ap-
plaud on his arrival at
Science College and felici-
tated him with ‘gaj-mala’
and presenting him with a
memento and expressed
their gratitude for hike in
their honourarium. On
this occasion 6 Angnbadi
workers and 5 Mitanins
were felicitated for their
excellent works and 6 Self-
Help Groups (SHGs) were
handed over cheque of Rs
10 lakh as loan amount

from Mahila Kosh.
CM Baghel said that it

was Chhattisgarh state
only in the entire country
wherein the government
took a decision  to provide
tool-kits in the hands of
Mitanins and Anganbadi
workers. It was just in 8
days that the corona cases
came under control. There
is no category to whom I
have not spoken during
Corona period and the pa-
tience and courage with
which all the Mitanins and
Anganbadi workers per-
formed is worth apprecia-
tion and for which CM ex-
tended greetings to all.

It is due to presence of
Mitanins and Anganbadi
workers that the mal-nu-
trition percentage in state
reduced from 37% to 31%.
Initial education and pri-
mary health is a big chal-
lenge and it is where the
help of Mitanin sisters
and Anganbadi workers
will be required. The way

you all have fought against
mal-nutrition, in the same
way we need to struggle
against Malaria.

CM further said that
there has never being dif-
ferences among men and
women in the state and
after Kerala, Chhattisgarh
stands at second place.
Here the daughters have
never being considered as
burden and today it is
women who are strength-
ening the economic condi-
tions of the family .

The state government
started Old Pension
Scheme for the govern-
ment employees and even
started paying Rs 7000 per
annum to the labourers.
The eligible unemployed
youths are getting al-
lowance of Rs 2500 per
month and on occasion of
May Day, we have taken
many decisions in favour
of labourers. The state
government has left no
chance to honour the

labourers, government
employees, Kissan and
Anganbadi workers and
Mitanins and others, he
added.

Health Minister TS
Singh Deo said that in the
party’s manifesto, there
was provision for payment
of honorarium to
Anganbadi workers and
Assistant at Collector rate
and which has been ful-
filled today. On their get-
ting higher honourarium,
Singh Deo expressed grati-
tude towards CM that he
has hiked the honourari-
um to Anganbadi workers
to Rs 10000 and ‘Protsahan
Rashi’ to Mitanins to Rs
2200.

Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel honoured
6 Anganwadi workers and
5 Mitanins for performing
well in their respective
fields. With slogans like
“Maan Badhaya Apne
Aapka Aabhaar,
Chhattisgarh Sarkar
Bharose ki Sarkar,”
Anganwadi workers and
Mitanins who came from
different districts ex-
pressed their gratitude to-
wards Chief Minister.
While visiting different
stalls Chief Minister also
saw the items made by
women self-help group
and  stalls set up by health
department.

Nandini, Anganwadi
worker of Dharsiva on be-
half of all anganwadi
worker’s thanked Chief
Minister for increasing
their honorarium.

Services to humanity by 
Anganbadi, Mitanins is exemplary: CM
 CM Baghel 

attends Aabhaar
Sammelan, makes
many declarations

Announcements
made by CM

5000 Anganbadi bhavans
will be constructed
Anganbadi workers,
Assistants will be felicitat-
ed all over state on Nov 14
Under ‘Saksham Yojana’,
the Rs 1 lakh annual
income has been hiked to
Rs 2 lakh
The maximum limit of
Women Self-Help Group
for loan hiked from Rs 4
lakh to Rs 6 lakh

Raipur, May 02: 

Newly appointed
Chairman of Real Estate
Regulatory Authority
(RERA) Sanjay Shukla
(Ex-IFS officer) said that
facilities for consumers
and their needs would be
his priority. Talking to the
press after taking over
charge as RERA
Chairman Shukla ap-
pealed to the media to play
crucial role in publicity of
RERA so as to take appro-
priate action against
builders violating rules.

According to him
Chhattisgarh is one of the
leading states in the coun-
try in the matter of devel-
opment works. All the de-

velopment works are being
carried out under country
planning, he said. He said
that RERA would work fo-
cussing on the facilities for
the consumers.

The provisions made in
the Act have to be imple-
mented effectively to pro-
tect the consumer and take
action against builders vi-
olating rules. Highlighting
RERA’s achievements he
said that only 74 out of
2093 cases were pending.
In 5 years, RERA did more

work on complaints and re-
solved related complaints,
he said, adding that action
is taken by Municipal
Corporation, Municipal
Council CMO against
those doing illegal plotting
and building houses ille-
gally, he said. Moreover
strict action is being taken
against those who are
working without registra-
tion, he informed. RERA
member Dhananjay
Dewangan was also pres-
ent on the occasion.

Facilities and needs of
consumers to be priority: Shukla
 Assume office 

as RERA Chairman 

Raipur, May 02:

Sericulture is being
promoted to increase the
income of farmers, for
this Silk Samagra Yojana-
2 has been started in
Chhattisgarh. For the suc-
cessful implementation of
this scheme, a 5-day train-
ing program is being con-
ducted under the joint
auspices of the Central
Silk Board, Bengaluru
and the Silk Division of
the Village Industries
Department, for the tech-
nical upgradation of the
silk officers of 14 districts
of the state. Information
about assistance to farm-
ers, training to farmers,
extension management,
silk production and busi-
ness objectives, cluster ap-
proach, development and
management of mulberry
plants, development of

basic facilities at silk ex-
tension farmers, con-
struction of infrastruc-
tures were given in the
training started from May
1. Information about dis-
eases and pest manage-
ment of mulberry plants,
silkworm rearing man-
agement and precautions
is being given.

District officers and
field officers from
Jashpur, Surguja,
Balrampur, Surajpur,
Korba, Raigarh, Janjgir-
Champa, Raipur,
Mungeli, Bilaspur,
Kanker, Bastar,
Narayanpur, Kondagaon
districts are involved in
this training. On the inau-
guration of the training

session, Director Village
Industries Mr. Arun
Prasad P. and Additional
Director Dr. Rajesh
Baghel informed that in
order to increase the in-
come of farmers in
Chhattisgarh, first priori-
ty is being given to silk de-
velopment and expansion.

Information was given
about the financial and
technical facilities given
to the farmers in the
training and the financial
facilities provided by the
state government in the
interest of the farmers.
The training program is
being coordinated by Dr.
Siddique Ali Ahmed,
Program Co-ordinator,
Central Silk Board,

Bengaluru. Training is
being imparted on impor-
tant technical topics by
Dr. Suresh K., Dr.
Shashindran Nair, Mr. RK
Sinha, Mr. Savyasachi
Khan, silk scientists.
Apart from this, interna-
tional trainers Mr. Atul
Shah and Ms. Kiran Chari
are giving training to im-
plement the schemes of
silk development.
Officials said that under
the Silk Samagra Yojana-2
in the state, silk expan-
sion work is being done
on the private land of the
farmers in the private sec-
tor.

Farmers are being se-
lected for the implementa-
tion of Silk Samagra
Yojana in the year 2023-24.
Preliminary preparations
have been started for mul-
berry plantation on an
area of about 975 acres.
Under the scheme, 53 lakh
62 thousand mulberry
plants of advanced
species are being pre-
pared, which will be
planted in July-August.

Silk Samagra Yojana is being run to
increase the income of farmers in Ch’garh
 5-day training started

for silk officers for
implementation 
of the scheme

Raipur, May 02: 

Raipur Municipal
Corporation Mayor Aiyaz
Dhebar celebrated his
birthday on May1  along
with ‘Safai Mitra’ (employ-
ees engaged in keeping the
city clean). In addition to
this , he also flagged off 5
separate vehicles for col-
lection of waste pooja
items from religious place.
On the occasion MLA
Kuldeep Juneja was also
present.

Earlier the pooja items
from temples were collect-
ed in RMC’s vehicle carry-
ing waste materials which
results in hurting the peo-
ple’s faith. Viewing this
RMC Mayor flagged 5 vehi-
cles which will be only en-
gaged in collection pooja
waste material from tem-
ples in the 10 zones of
RMC. He also visited tem-
ple, mosque, chruch and
gurudwara to perform re-
ligious rituals.
Celebrating his birthday
with the ‘Safai Mitra’,

RMC Mayor cleaned the
drain at ‘Malsai talab’ lo-
cated in Pt Wamanrao
Lakhe ward, Zone 5 giving
the message of keeping
the city clean to the resi-
dents.

On the occasion
Corporator and Zone
President Mannu Yadav,
social workers, officials of
RMC and residents were
present. Aiyaz Dhebar also
participated in cake cut-
ting ceremony along with

the ‘Safai Mitra’. RMC
Mayor said that , he cele-
brated the birthday along
with Safai Mitra on May 1
on the occasion of
International Labour’s
Day.

He also distributed
school bags, books and
sweets to 2300 deaf and
dumb and disabled stu-
dents. In addition to this
he also distributed clothes,
fruits and sweets at Old
age home.

RMC Mayor celebrates his
birthday with ‘Safai Mitra’

CM to inaugurate
Ch’garh Young

Scientist Congress-
2023 today

Raipur, May 02: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel will
inaugurate the 18th
Chhattisgarh Young Scientist
Congress 2023 on May 3. The
event will host distinguished
guests including the Higher
Education and Technical
Education Minister Umesh
Patel, and Chief Minister’s
Advisor Pradeep Sharma.

The opening ceremony of
the Chhattisgarh Young
Scientist Congress will com-
mence at 10:30 am at the
Deen Dayal Upadhyay
Auditorium in Raipur. The
event will be attended by the
President of the Society for
Promotion of Plant Science
Research in New Delhi
Professor Praveenchandra
Trivedi, and the Director
General of the Chhattisgarh
Council of Science and
Technology Dr. S. Karmakar
as special guests. The pro-
gramme will be presided
over by the Vice Chancellor
of Pandit Ravishankar Shukla
University, Professor
Sachchidanand Shukla.

Raipur, May 02: The
foundation day of the
states of Maharashtra and
Gujarat was celebrated
with great pomp at the Raj
Bhavan. Speaking on the
occasion, Governor Biswa
Bhushan Harichandan
said that despite vast dif-
ferences, we have re-
mained united as a nation.
The spirit of unity in di-
versity makes our country
great. All the states will
celebrate each other’s
foundation day to promote
the spirit of unity in diver-
sity under the “Ek Bharat-
Shreshtha Bharat” pro-
gram of the Central
Government. In this se-
ries, this program was or-
ganized at Raj Bhavan. In
which the people of
Gujarati and
Maharashtrian communi-
ty living in Chhattisgarh
participated enthusiasti-
cally. The Governor con-

gratulated everyone on the
occasion of Foundation
Day. He said that Gujarat
is the jewel of western
India. It is the biggest cen-
ter of trade and commerce
and the fifth largest state
in the country. The state
has preserved its ancient
history, culture and tradi-
tions over the centuries.
Maharashtra is the second
most populous state and
the largest contributor to
India’s economy with a
share of 14 percent of
India’s GDP. It is one of the
largest industrial states of
India. The Governor said
that the people of
Maharashtrian and
Gujarati communities
have also made a special
contribution in the devel-
opment of Chhattisgarh.
These communities have
been leading in education,
medicine, business, indus-
try and service sector.

People of other communi-
ties have also got inspira-
tion from the works of
them He appreciated the
work of Maharashtra
Mandal in Chhattisgarh.
Ganeshotsav in
Chhattisgarh, Garba festi-
val during Navratri festi-
val, kite festival in Makar
Sankranti, are the contri-
bution of these communi-
ties. Children, youth,
women from villages to
cities of Chhattisgarh par-
ticipate enthusiastically in
these festivals. Even at the
time of Covid, both the
communities came for-
ward and helped. The spir-
it of unity in diversity and
social harmony is well
manifested in
Chhattisgarh. The
Governor expressed hope
that the Gujarati and
Maharashtrian communi-
ties would continue to con-
tribute in the progress of

Chhattisgarh as well as
India. On this occasion,
Mr. Prakash Davda and
Mrs. Chandni Davda of
Gujarati community, Mr.
Ajay Madhukar Kale and
Mr. Ramdas Joglekar of
Maharashtrian communi-
ty threw light on the activ-
ities of their respective
communities and the role
of society in the develop-
ment of Chhattisgarh.
Along with Garba and
Jogwa dance, many attrac-
tive cultural presentations
were made.

The vote of thanks in
the program was given by
the Deputy Secretary of
Raj Bhavan, Mr. Deepak
Agarwal. Secretary to the
Governor Mr. Amrit
Khalkho, office bearers of
both the communities,
children and young
women were present in
large numbers in the pro-
gramme.

Spirit of unity in diversity makes our country great: Governor 
 Foundation Day of

Gujarat and
Maharashtra states
celebrated with
pomp at Raj Bhavan

Raipur, May 02: 

Anyone willing to put in hard
work and perseverance can ful-
fill their dreams. This state-
ment has been exemplified by
the youth of Chhattisgarh who
hail from societies that don’t
even dare to dream big.
Chhattisgarh’s Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel is continuous-
ly working for the interests of
workers for the progress of
such societies and families. In
the last four years, the Chief
Minister has launched many
schemes for the interests of
manual workers in
Chhattisgarh. These schemes
have proven to be transforma-
tive for manual workers and
their families, as even their
children are now scaling new
heights of success. Three tal-
ented youth from worker fami-
lies have broken free from the
confines of their slums and are
now making a name for them-
selves on an international
level.

Raipur residents, namely,
Nikhil Nayak, Beeru Bag, and
Kishan Mahanand have left
their slum communities to get

their talent acknowledged in
Canada and Hong Kong. These
three have been members of
the Indian Softball Team for
the last four years and are now
displaying their skills on an
international level. So far, the
three of them have won 7 gold
medals while playing for
Chhattisgarh. 

Just four years ago, the idea
of their children doing any-
thing other than manual labor
had never crossed the minds of
Vinod Nayak, Ghanwar Bag,
and Bhagwan Das - proud daily
wage workers and fathers of
three talented youth who are
now making their mark on the
world But Chief Minister
Baghel had promised unorgan-
ized workers that now the chil-

dren of manual workers won’t
be manual workers. He fulfilled
his promise and opened doors
of economic empowerment for
workers by starting schemes
for their welfare. Because of
these initiatives, three talented
youth have made progress with
the intention to work on some-
thing different and they have
left the narrow lanes of Raipur
to make Chhattisgarh proud at
the national and international
level. 

Chief Minister has provided
an incentive amount of Rs. 50
thousand to each of these
promising players under the
Utkrisht Khel Protsahan Yojana
for making Chhattisgarh proud
and has extended his best
wishes for their bright future.

Free coaching for
the preparation of

competitive
exams for Divyang 
Raipur, May 02: The Social
Welfare Department is con-
ducting 60-day free coaching
classes for the Divyang candi-
dates for the preparation of
competitive examinations like
Banking, Railway, Vyapam and
State Civil Services. Here the
preparation for competitive
examinations is being done by
the subject experts. Coaching
is being conducted from May
01, 2023 at Government Higher
Secondary School
Mathpuraina Raipur for vision
and hearing impairment. All
Divyang students appearing in
competitive examinations can
take advantage of free coach-
ing. Free separate accommo-
dation facility and food
arrangements have also been
made by the department for
the students coming from out-
side. To take advantage of free
coaching classes, Divyangjan
can contact the Principal
Government Higher Secondary
School for Visually and
Hearing Impaired
Mathpuraina, Raipur on their
mobile numbers 87188-77294,
99937-96753.

Children of manual workers
ready to scale new heights: Baghel



Ensure that all beneficiaries get benefits of govt welfare schemes: Dhavde
Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, May 02:
Commissioner Shyam Dhavde
said that benefits of important
public welfare schemes of the
government should be given to
the last person and everyone
should participate in the devel-
opment of Bastar. The
Commissioner took the
monthly meeting of the divi-
sional officers on Friday in the
Commissioner's office hall.

In the meeting, the an-
nouncements made by CM
during his stay in Bastar divi-
sion and the implementation
of the announcements made
in the meeting programme
and departmental schemes

were reviewed. Commissioner
Dhavde conducted review of
PWD, PHE, WRD, Health
Department, Agriculture
Department, Rural
Engineering Service, Urban
Administration and Municipal
Corporation, Cooperative
Institutions, Food Department,
Public Education Department,
Women and Child
Development Department and
works of Tribal Welfare
Development Department.
Along with this, he reviewed
about the implementation of
naming of institutions in the
name of well-known martyrs
and 'Viranganas' of Bastar re-
gion, so as to keep alive the cul-
ture and also reviewed 21 ap-

proved works for installation
of statues from the head of the
Development Authority. All the
divisional level officers includ-
ing Deputy Commissioner BS
Sidar, Additional Collector
Kanker Sukhnath Ahirwal
and Dantewada Sanjay
Kannauje were present.

Reviewing the status of
availability of drinking water,

reduction in water level,
maitainning of registers,
Chlorination, the
Commissioner directed to pro-
vide benefits from the depart-
mental plan in the interior
areas where work is not being
done under the Jal Jeevan
Mission. He instructed the offi-
cer of the Food Department to
make ration cards of all the eli-

gible beneficiaries in all the
districts and to distribute regu-
lar ration material in the inte-
rior areas of the division. He
also held discussions about
getting ration cards made in
Naxal areas even without
Aadhaar card. He also took
cognizance of the condition of
building-less PDS shop. He in-
structed the health depart-
ment officials to ensure the
availability of medicines for
seasonal diseases, chlorine
tablets and other necessary
equipment and medicines for
the pest control. Along with
this, instructions were given to
bring necessary progress in
the making of Ayushman card
in the division.

The officials of the Women
and Child Development
Department stressed upon the
CDPOs, Supervisors to make
necessary efforts for distribu-
tion of ready-to-eat, hot meals
in the interior areas as well
and for 100% presence of mal-
nourished children in the
NRC. He instructed to com-
plete the construction works
of Anganwadi buildings at the
earliest. In the meeting, the
beneficiary-oriented works of
KCC, PMGSY, MNREGA and
works of water conservation,
promotion, social status cer-
tificate, CREDA department
were also reviewed. Also dis-
cussed the inspection tour of
the divisional officer

Dy Speaker contributes
in ‘Shram Daan’

Central Chronicle News

Kondagaon, May 02:
World Labour Day is cele-
brated to honor workers
across the world. In
Chhattisgarh also on the
call of the Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, 'Bore Basi
Diwas' is being celebrated in
the entire region in honour
of the workers. On this oc-
casion, Chhattisgarh
Legislative Assembly Dy.
Speaker and Keshkal MLA
Santram Netam also
reached his home village
Palna on Monday and cele-
brated 'Bore Basi Diwas'
with local villagers and MN-
REGA workers. On this oc-
casion, he went to the farm
to donate labour along with
the workers and sat with
them and enjoyed the tradi-
tional, delicious and rustic
food of Chhattisgarh called

Bore-Basi. In this regard,
Dy. Speaker congratulated
everyone on the 'Bore Basi'
day celebrated on 1 May in
honour of the workers and
said that Bore Basi is not
just food for the hardwork-
ing labourers of
Chhattisgarh but is part of
our culture and we are
proud of it.

Central Chronicle News

Kotami, May 02: Social
worker and YC District
President Gourela,
Pendra, Marwahi (GPM)
Aman Sharma's birthday
was celebrated with great
enthusiasm and in this
Speaker Chhattisgarh
Assembly Dr Charandas
Mahant offered him
sweets and his blessings.
IN the same way State
Youth Congress President
Aakash Sharma also of-
fered him a cake piece and
greeted him on his birth-
day. NSUI State President
Neeraj Pandey also offered

him piece of cake.
On arrival of Aman

Sharma from Raipur to
Kotami, he was accorded
warm welcome and it was
admist slight drizzle, the
senior party leaders, so-
cial workers and YC fans
and followers busted fire-
crackers and got five cakes
cut by him to celebrate his
birthday.

On this occasion
Rajkamal Gupta, Sunil
Shukla, Sultan Khan,
Sachin Agnihotri, Sagar
Shrivastava, Amit
Kesarwani, Nishu
Shrivastava, Tinku Gupta,
Sumit Patwa, and others
were present. The YC of-
fice bearers and workers
of Kotami were also pres-
ent in large number.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 02: As like
previous years, Adivasi
Congress district presi-
dent  Bhavani Singh
Markam celebrated May
Day at Siltara Chowk with
the workers.
Congratulating the work-
ers he distributed food
items to them and also in-
formed them about vari-
ous welfare schemes of
the state government for
working class. Bhavani in-
timated that state govern-
ment is running Swami
Atmanand English
Medium where poor chil-
dren can receive education
at free of cost. Further un-
employment allowance is
also given by the state gov-
ernment for unemployed
youths, he added.

TCS provided employment training to the SRSU students 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 02: Shri
Rawatpura Sarkar
University (SRSU) and Tata
Consultancy Services ( TCS),
a prestigious company of
India, together organized a
"Youth Employment
Program" for the students.
The "Youth Employment
Program" enable the stu-
dents, give them right oppor-
tunities and leading skills, to
demonstrate their potential
in the mainstream economy
and lead a dignified life.
The objective of the pro-
gram is to provide employ-
ment training to the social-
ly and economically disad-
vantaged graduate youths

during the undergraduate
course and provide them
training in various sectors
to make them more 
self-reliant.

The session started by ex-
plaining the importance of
research industries, compa-
nies and job description to
the university students by
TCS in "Youth Employment
Program". Students are ex-
plained in detail about the
role of body language in
making a strong impression
on the speakers, making eye

contact during interview, ef-
fective conversation, com-
munication skills and panel
discussion and students are
also exposed to their
strengths, pitfalls and mis-
takes. Explained to avoid
and review self analysis as
well as complete informa-
tion is being provided to the
students about Business
Communication Skills,
Numerical Ability
Quantitative Aptitude,
Logical Reasoning and
Business Communication.

It is noteworthy that Tata
Consultancy Services
Company is one of the most
prominent companies in the
country; it is the best work-
place to work and provides
quality education, technical
skills and enhanced educa-
tion to the students. This
program will create a re-
markable difference in the
lives of undergraduate stu-
dents by helping them into
the corporate sector with
confidence. The ultimate
goal of this program is to en-

hance employability skills
for sustainable inclusive
growth. In this program,
Deep Sharma from the uni-
versity coordinate as the or-
ganizer and HR Vijay Patel,
Rahul Matai from the com-
pany Tata Consultancy
Services cooperated.

The good thing is that the
students are also very fond
of the "Youth Employment
Program" and were demand-
ing to organize such pro-
grams further. The Pro-
Chancellor of the University
Mr. Harsh Gautam, the Vice-
Chancellor Prof. S.K. Singh
and the Registrar Dr.C.
RameshKumar congratulat-
ed to all coordinators and
staff members for the suc-
cessful "Youth Employment
Program" organized for the
students and wished them
for their bright future

Summer camp underway 
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 02: Bharat
Sevashram Sangh
Pranavanand Academy
started a free summer
camp from May 01. This
summer camp started with
the worship by the secre-
tary of the school, Swami
Shivrupanand.

On this occasion, Swami
Vadrikanand and
Brahmachari Arunav
Maharaj, Mrs. Anindita
Ghosh, Principal of the
school, teachers, children
and parents were present.
On the first day of the sum-
mer camp, children and
adults participated enthu-
siastically in activities like
Rangoli, Art and Craft,
Photography, Calligraphy

Music, Vedic Mathematics,
Dance, Carom Martial Art,
Yoga, Pranayama,
Meditation and Gita Path.

This free summer camp
is being run till May 13
from 7.30 am to 10.00 am at
Pranavanand Academy

premises. Interested chil-
dren and adults can con-
tact the school to join the
summer camp, informs
Principal, Bharat
Sevashram Sangh
Pranavanand Academy
V.I.P Road Raipur.

Governor felicitates Siddhi Patidar

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 02:
Colourful celebrations to
mark the statehood day of
Gujarat was held at Raj
Bhavan here on Monday
under the Centre's 'Ek
Bharat Shreshtha Bharat'
programme". A first-of-its-
kind celebrations was held
on the statehood day.
Colourful dances such as
'garba' were performed
much to the delight of the
audience.

The members of Gujrati
Community residing in
Chhattisgarh was invited
by Chhattisgarh Governor
B i s w a b h u s h a n
Harichandan. On this occa-

sion, Shri Gujrati Shikshan
Sangh office bearers were
also invited which include
Tulsidas Patel Secretary of
GSS, Joint Secretary Vithal
Bhai Patel and Jayesh Bhai
Pithalia, Treasurer Jayant
Bhai Taunk and others.

The highlight of this pro-
gramme was felicitation of

Siddhi Patidar, Head Girl
and School Topper of Shri
Gujrati English Medium
Higher Secondary School
at the hands of Governor
B i s w a b h u s h a n
Harichandan.

It needs to be mentioned
here, her proud father is
Tulsidas Patel Secretary of

GSS. The entire school fa-
ternity led by Principal Dr
Shailesh Patel, Vice
Principal S V
Chandrsekhar and
Academic Coordinator
Bhaskar Sharma has
joined together in congrat-
ulating Siddhi Patidar for
achieving this rare feat.

HNLU received CSR funding 
of Rs 10 lakh from SBI

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 02:
Hidayatullah National
Law University (HNLU)
has received a funding of
Rs. 10 Lakhs from State
Bank of India (SBI) under
its Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR)
Fund. The funding will be
utilized to establish a
Campus Park at HNLU,
aimed at providing a green
space for the students and
faculty members.

The Campus Park will
be a serene space,
equipped with seating
arrangements, foundation
and landscaping. The park

will also have a small cafe-
teria that will cater to the
students and faculty mem-

bers, providing a place for
them to relax and social-
ize. The cheque was hand-

ed over to HNLU
Administration by Rakesh
Yadav, DGM SBI Raipur.
Suchitra Jain, Regional
Manager, SBI Raipur and
Ravi Makkad, Branch
Manager, SBI Indravati
Bhawan.

Prof. (Dr.) V.C.
Vivekanandan, the Vice-
Chancellor of HNLU,
thanked SBI for their
funding which will further
the landscaping efforts to-
wards a green campus.

The establishment of a
Campus Park at HNLU is a
significant aesthetic lung
space and a hangout for
the resident community of
HNLU.
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On occasion of Int’nl
Labour Day

On Gujarat State
Foundation Day 

Under Youth
Employment Prog

At BSS Pranavanand Academy

Adivasi Cong observes May DayYC workers celebrated
Aman Sharma’s b’day

Amidst light drizzle and busting of fire-crackers

MLA Chhabra, Collector Elma honoured labourers
Central Chronicle News
Bemetara, May 02: MLA Bemetara
Ashish Kumar Chhabra and
Collector Bemetara Padum Singh
Elma today on  occasion of
International Labor Day, expressed
respect towards the workers by
eating 'bore-bai' in Batki with the
workers. It is located about 19 km
from district headquarter
Bemetara.  International Labor Day
was organized at the district level
in village Bahinga. 

On this occasion District
Panchayat member Shashiprabha
Gaikwad, District Panchayat CEO

Leena Mandavi, Sub-Divisional
Officer (R) Bemetara Suruchi
Singh, District Panchayat Vice
President Mithlesh Verma, District
Panchayat CEO Bemetara along
with officials and common citizens
also paid respect to labourers.
Similarly, on the occasion of L

abour Day in the entire district,
youth, children, elders, women of
self-help groups, people's repre-
sentatives, businessmen, shop-
keepers and other people also in-
creased the pride of their diet and
culture by eating bore basi and
showed respect towards rich cul-
ture and towards the workers of

the state. During this, MLA
Chhabra congratulated and
wished all the labourers on Labour
Day. He said that bore basi is the
basic identity of Chhattisgarhi cul-
ture and food, which everyone
should taste. To honour the labor-
ers, the state government has
asked to celebrate this day as a
festival by eating bore basi on
Labour Day.  

On this day, farmers eat bore
basi in honour of the toiling hard
work as labourers and workers.
Due to the hard work of the work-
ers, the country gets energy and
the development of the country

gets speeded up. We respect such
hardworking labourers and wish

them a Happy Labour Day.
Common citizens should also eat

bore basi which is full of vitamins
and taste for good health. On this
occasion, MLA Chhabra honoured
the laborers and women of self-
help groups by presenting them
with shawls and srifal. Collector
Elma also congratulated the work-
ers on this occasion and said that
International Labour Day and said
that the role of workers in the de-
velopment of Chhattisgarh state is
very important. 

That's why, on the occasion of
International Labour Day, in this
state, expressing respect towards
the labourers, they are celebrating
it as a festival considering it as

Bore-Basi Tihar. He said that sit-
ting with MNREGA workers and
women of self-help groups it is an
honour. This is an innovative initia-
tive to maintain the Chhattisgarhi
culture and tradition, on this day
the people all over the entire state
too consumed bore basi. 

Officers and labourers includ-
ing the MLA and Collector in-
creased the respect of the labour-
ers by eating bore basi. Everyone
tasted yogurt, onion, chilli kanda
bhaji, chench bhaji, amari bhaji
along with Borabasi, identifying
food and dishes related to the cul-
ture of Chhattisgarh.

Hold monthly review meeting of all department with Divisional Officers
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Central Chronicle News

Kharora, May 02: The
employees of Spot Billing
and Meter Reader
Shramik Theka

Karamchari Sangh
(SB&MRSTKS) in support
of their various demands
have closed down work
from May 1. In support of
their demands, they sub-
mitted a memorandum to
Junior Engineer office of
CSPDCL in Kharora.

It is notable here that the
members of Spot Billing

and Meter Readers have
staged dharna and protest
in Naya Raipur and tried
to gherao CM's house. The
employees are finding
themselves cheated over
closing of outsourcing con-
tractual system.

On this they have de-
manded to increase their
honorarium and merge
them with the department.
Congress government in
their election manifesto
have made a declaration to
regularise all the contrac-
tual/ adhoc employees
within 10 days of their
forming the government.
But till date no action has
been taken in their favour,
they alleged.

Kharora, May 02: The
100th episode of PM
Narendra Modi's 'Maan ki
Baat' was aired on Sunday
and there was lot of enthu-
siasm among the people of
Chhattisgarh to hear it. The
state's BJP organised it in
all the booths, mandals, dis-
trict and Shakti kendra of
BJP all over the state and
in this large number of

general public and BJP
workers and leaders were
present. In Gram Sontara
Booth No. 90, State secre-
tary Kisan Morcha
Khilawan Bablu Sharma,
Dr Kuldeep Omkar Verma,
Dr Bhim Verma, Hemant
Verma, Prem Lal, Sattu
Sharma, Dukhu Yadav,

Kunj Lal Verma, Manish
Verma, Santosh Verma,
Rajesh Banjare, Prem
Verma, Kumukaran Sahu,
Devendra Verma, Kumar
Patel, Guman Sahu, Mohan
Verma, Salendra Verma,
Santoshi Verma, Gram
Sontara Mahatari didi and
youths were present.

Hywa driver runs over
13 cattle, 11 dies

Central Chronicle News

Balod, May 02: A heart
rendering incident has
come forward from Tikari
village of Arjunda thana
area of Balod district,
wherein a merciless Hywa
driver ran over a total of

13 cattle sitting on the road
at around 3:00 in the night
and out of which 11 died
on the spot and two are
critically injured. When
the Hywa was passing
from Gunderdehi-
Rajnandgaon road, it is on
reaching Tikari village, he

just without a single
thought run over the cat-
tle. Entire incident has
been captured in CCTV
and the TI Arjunda Thana
Shishir Pandey said that
the driver of Hywa will be
identified and due action
will be taken against him.

In support of their
demands to Jr.
Engineer

Cattle were sitting on the road

Special camp on PE in
SSM from May 1-15

Central Chronicle News

Kharora, May 02: For
overall development of
students, a special camp
on Physical Education
(PE) was inaugurated for
students of Saraswati
Shishu Mandir HS School,
Kharora from May 1-15.
The chief guest of the pro-
gramme was Sumit Sen
(Chief Raipur district
Gramin Mahavidyalaya)
and special guest was
Lomesh Deangan (ex-stu-
dent convener).

Principal SSM Ashwini
Patkar lighted the tradi-
tional lamp before
Goddess Saraswati and
Bharat Mata and inaugu-
rated the camp. Along
with physical education,
the students are also

taught about computer ed-
ucation. The students of
SSM are obtaining train-
ing daily from 7:30 am to
9:30 am. This training is

imparted by Acharyas of
the School free of cost. The
programme on PE was
conducted by PE head
Yashwini Kumar Nishad.

Pangolin spotted in
Gram Parreguda

Balod, May 02: A rare
species of animal
'Pangolin' was spotted in
Gram Parreguda of
Balod district in the
morning and this creat-
ed lot of curiosity and
fear among villagers.
The villagers immedi-
ately informed about it
to the Forest
Department and it was
rescued by the forest
deptt team.

Actually the incident
is that of morning be-
tween 6:00 am to 7:00 am.
All of a sudden a wild

animal was seen and to
witness it, hundreds of
villagers gathered in
Gram Parreguda.
Someone from the crowd
informed it to the Forest
department and on hear-
ing which the team im-
mediately came to the
spot and rescue this rare
special of wild animal.

It was taken to a safer
place and in short time
the veterinary doctor
also reached along with
senior forest officials
and took necessary in-
formation.

People in large number heard Modi’s ‘Maan-ki-Baat’Spot billing, meter readers submit memo Economic loss to WSHG’s
due to low voltage

Central Chronicle News

Dongargarh, May 02:
In village Pitepani,
Godavari women's self-
help group (WSHG) vil-
lage Bagreksa, in collabo-
ration with the National
Bank for Agriculture and
Rural Development, has
set up a sanitary pad pro-
duction unit in tribal
community building
Pitepani as a livelihood
option to promote men-
strual hygiene. But due to
the problem of low volt-
age of electricity, the ma-
chines are not able to
start, due to which it is
not possible to work, and
as per information, the
electricity department
has been informed many
times about this major
problem, but the solution
is yet to be found.

According to JE
Prashant Netam of
Sadak Chirchari, he did
not receive the letter in
writing, while the
Godavari Women's Self-
Help Group village
Bagrekasa has the ac-

knowledgment of the let-
ter given to the Executive
Engineer Electrical Sub-
station Chirchari on
February 13. The Group
informed that they have
got the electricity con-
nection upgraded from
single phase to triple
phase on the suggestion
given by the Electricity
Department, but the
problem remains the
same.

Meanwhile as all the
women of the group are
very poor and have gone
into debt by paying the
commercial electricity
bill without working for
the last 2 years, the con-
dition of the women of
the women's group has
gone economically very
week. Meanwhile
Electrical Substation
Chirchari JE Prashant
Netam has denied receiv-
ing any letter in writing
and said that the prob-
lem of voltage in this
area has always existed,
which will be tried to be
removed at the depart-
mental level.

Memorandum to SDM to remove
encroachment from government land

Central Chronicle News

Dongargarh, May 02: A memo-
randum has been submitted to
the SDM Girish Ramteke through
District President Bhavesh Singh
to take immediate action against
illegal encroachment and con-
struction of illegal bricks by the
resort owner on the government
land located in Ghortlav, a de-
pendent village of Bhagwan

Tola, a village panchayat adja-
cent to GE Road. 

The SDM has immediately di-
rected LB Nagar Tehsildar
Bhupendra Netam to submit the
inquiry report, and it has been
written in the memorandum that
on the government land of vil-
lage Ghortlav, a dependent of
Bhagwan Tola, whose Khasra no.
18, one Vinay Mitra resident of
Durg and Dhaniram Bramhankar

resident of Raipur have illegally
encroached on government land
and are engulfed in brick making
process. Similarly, illegal occu-
pation of government land has
also been done by Rajkumari
Kureti. In the memorandum, the
SDM has been requested to de-
marcate the said land to get the
government land freed from the
encroachments and take action
against those who build bricks il-
legally on the government land. 

Sarpanch Mahendra Kumar
Panchbhave, Durgesh Meshram,
Ashok Mankar, Devilal,
Chandrakanta Meshram,
Bhaiyaram, Radheshyam,
Abhishek Mankar, Kamlesh
Mankar, Manendra Kumar,
Vijay, Mamta Bai, Ganga Bai,
Sunita Bai, Rasika are prominent
among those who signed the
memorandum. 
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YOGA MAHOTSAV

Union Minister Sarbananda Sonowal and others perform yoga during ‘Yoga Mahotsav’, a programme organised as
part of the countdown for International Day of Yoga 2023, in Jaipur, Tuesday. 

JOY OF SUCCESS

Students celebrate after receiving their degrees and medals during the 36th convocation ceremony of Ranchi
University, at Dikshant Mandap near Morhabadi grounds in Ranchi, Tuesday.

BRIEF

New CJ
 New Delhi: Justice T

S Sivagnanam was on
Monday appointed as
the Chief Justice of
the Calcutta High
Court. The
Department of Justice
in the Union Law
Ministry issued a noti-
fication announcing
the appointment.

Probe 
 Gopeshwar: Boards

displaying QR codes
seeking donations
from pilgrims were
put up outside the
gates of Badrinath
and Kedarnath with-
out the knowledge of
the authorities, offi-
cials said on Tuesday.

Mishap
 Maharajganj: A 30-

year-old woman and
her seven-year-old son
were crushed to death
after the motorcycle on
which they were trav-
elling was run over by
a speeding truck in
this Uttar Pradesh dis-
trict, police here said
on Tuesday.

NBW
 Prayagraj: A non-

bailable warrant has
been issued against a
professor and two for-
mer professors of the
Allahabad University
following a complaint
from an assistant pro-
fessor, police said here
on Monday.

Suicide
 Kottayam:A woman

committed suicide in
this central Kerala dis-
trict following alleged
cyber bullying by her
ex-boyfriend.The
woman was found dead
on Monday at her home
in Manjoor village of
Kaduthuruthy area of
Kottayam district and
police have lodged a
case in connection with
the incident and initiat-
ed a probe.

Seized
 Bulandshahr: Police

have arrested a man
and seized illegal fire-
crackers worth Rs 12
lakh from a godown in
the Dibai area of this
Uttar Pradesh district,
an official said on
Tuesday.

Murdered
 Thane:A transgender

person, aged about 30
years, was bludgeoned
to death by another per-
son of the third gender
in Maharashtra’s
Thane district, police
said on Tuesday.

Rescue
 Gangtok: The Border

Roads Organization
(BRO) rescued 40
tourists who were
stranded near Nathula
in Sikkim due to heavy
rainfall in the region, a
BRO release said on
Tuesday. The rescued
tourists were taken to
BRO detachments on
Monday where they
were served hot meals,
the release said. The 40
tourists were brought
back to the state capi-
tal Gangtok after the
weather conditions im-
proved and the
Jawahar Lal Nehru
road was cleared by
the BRO, it added.

A porter carrying bundles of
plastic pipes at a wholesale
market in Kolkata, Tuesday.

Bengaluru, May 02 (PTI):

The BJP’s promise in
its manifesto that it will
set up ‘Atal Aahara
Kendra’ in each ward of
every municipal corpora-
tion in Karnataka has put
a question mark over the
fate of the ‘Indira
Canteens’, which the then
Siddaramaiah govern-
ment launched in August
2017.

The BJP national presi-
dent J P Nadda released on
Monday the ‘Praja
Pranalike’ (Citizens’
Manifesto) in the run-up to
the May 10 Assembly elec-
tions.

“We will set up an ‘Atal
Aahara Kendra’ in every
ward of every municipal
corporation in the state to
provide affordable, quality
and healthy food across
the state with special focus
for delivery boys, cab, auto
drivers and unorganised

workers,” the party said in
its manifesto.

“I don’t know about the
Indira Canteen ‘Yojana’
but I know that this (Atal
Aahara Kendra) is going
to take care of the com-
mon man,” Nadda said in
response to a question on
the fate of Indira
Canteens.

Senior Congress leader
and former Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah said, “It is
ridiculous that the BJP
government is promising
to open ‘Atal Aahara
Kendra’ after vindictively
shutting down 600 Indira
Canteens set up by the
Congress across the state
during its tenure.”

In Bengaluru, the Indira
Canteens were set up by
the then Congress govern-
ment in about 200 places
with an investment of Rs
94 crore, according to
Congress leaders. The
Congress had earlier re-

peatedly accused the cur-
rent BJP government of
shutting down Indira
Canteens or changing the
name and making it re-
dundant.

“Is your tummy so full
that you are ignorant
about poor man’s hunger?
Or does your party cater to
only elites’ appetite? We
shall never tolerate any at-
tempt to axe down Indira
Canteen,” Siddaramaiah
had tweeted on August 28,
2019. The Congress stal-
wart made his fear public
a month after BJP’s B S
Yediyurappa became the
Chief Minister for a
fourth time.

Yediyurappa had then
clarified that there were
no plans to shut or rename
the Indira Canteens.

The Congress govern-
ment launched the Indira
Canteen scheme in August
2017 on the lines of ‘Amma
Canteen’ in Tamil Nadu.

Question mark over
fate of Indira Canteens 

As BJP promises Atal Aahara Kendras 

Jaipur, May 02 (PTI):

Rajasthan Governor
Kalraj Mishra on Tuesday
highlighted the impor-
tance of Yoga in mental
and physical wellness and
asserted that the modern
generation should adopt
the practice.

Mishra was addressing
the Yoga Mahotsav - 2023,
organised here by the
Union Ayush Ministry to
mark 50 days to the
International Day of
Yoga.

The Rajasthan governor
said the modern genera-
tion can achieve many im-
portant things if it joins
the Yogic routine.

He said, “In such a time
when the mind wanders
in the blind race of mate-
rialism, Yoga is very im-
portant for mental peace.

“If time is spared for

Yoga, the complexities of
life can be simplified.
Therefore, it is necessary
to connect the youth with
it. For this, it is necessary
to create awareness.”

Mishra added that Yoga
exercises such as
‘Bhastrika’, ‘Kapalbhati’,
‘Anulom Vilom’ and
‘Bhramari’, among others,
can be practised with little
effort and can make both
the body and mind
healthy. Along with Yoga,

meditation can help over-
come the most difficult
mental complexities, the
governor further said.

Referring to a study,
Mishra added that 20 min-
utes of meditation is
equivalent to four hours of
sleep.

“Yoga is the biggest
medium of self-develop-
ment,” he added.

Union Ayush Minister
Sarbananda Sonowal said
Yoga is important for the
wellness of the body, mind
and soul.

Last year, 23 crore peo-
ple worldwide practised
yoga on the International
Day of Yoga on June 21
and the target this year is
to double this number.

Union Jal Shakti
Minister Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat said Yoga is
important to make life bal-
anced.

‘Yoga can simplify complexities of life’

Kalraj Mishra

Shillong, May 02 (PTI):

The Voice of the People
Party (VPP), which has
four MLAs in the
Meghalaya Assembly, has
got recognition as a state
party, a senior official of
the Election Commission
said.

The recognition was
based on a review of the
VPP’s poll performance
in the recently concluded
assembly election, he
said.

“I am directed to state
that on the basis of a re-
view of poll performance,
the Commission vide its
letter dated April 10, 2023,
granted recognition to
the Voice of the People
Party as a state party in

Meghalaya under the pro-
visions of the Election
Symbols (Reservation &
Allotment) Order, 1968,”
EC Under Secretary
Manish Kumar said on
Monday.

As requested, a re-
served symbol of the win-
nower (a device used for
separating chaff from the
grain) was allotted, he
said.

A notification in this
regard will be issued in
due course, Kumar added.

VPP president Ardent
Basaiawmoit welcomed
the decision, saying, “We
are happy with the EC
recognition, and we will
keep on working for wel-
fare of the people of the
state.”

Meghalaya’s VPP 
gets EC recognition 

As state party Baripada (Odisha), May
02 (PTI): The carcass of a
rare melanistic tiger was
found in the core area of
Similipal National Park in
Odisha, a senior forest offi-
cial said.

It was spotted by the
Similipal south division
staff at Badamakkabadi-ll
beat area in Nawana, said
Sushil Kumar Popli, the
principal chief conserva-
tor of forests.

The exact reason for the
death of the three-and-
half-year-old male tiger is
yet to be known, but it is
suspected that the animal
died during a fight with
another big cat, he said on
Monday.

The tiger’s carcass bore
scratch marks, which is in-
dicative of a fatal fight, a
forest official said.

Popli said that tigers
after attaining three years
of age mark out their own
territory in the forest for
which they often fight
with other tigers.

“The exact cause of the
death can be known after
submission of the autopsy
report,” he added.

The post-mortem exami-
nation of the animal was
conducted on Monday in
the presence of a repre-
sentative of the National
Tiger Conservation
Authority, among others.

“The samples will be
sent to the Odisha
University of Agriculture
and Technology and the
Wildlife Institute of India
for analysis,” Popli said.

The carcass was burnt
after the post-mortem as
per law.

Rare melanistic
tiger found dead 

Boral, May 02 (PTI):

Just on the outskirts of
the old city limits of the
megapolis of Kolkata
stands the semi-urban
hamlet of Boral, where a
young art director with
the advertisement agency
D J Keymer shot his clas-
sic debut film Pather
Panchali’ (Song of the
Road), some 70 years ago,
to metamorphose into the
celebrated movie maestro
Satyajit Ray. Ray or
Manick-da as his close as-
sociates called him, whose
102nd birthday is being
celebrated Tuesday with
aplomb across the globe,
chose the village as it “was
only four miles from the
city limits and this meant
that we could make daily
trips” as also because with
his shoe-string budget to

shoot the movie, he could
hardly afford on-location
shoots in faraway rural
idles. “He used to come to
this field between our
house and the ancient
twin Shiva temple and
stand for hours under a
tree staring and chewing a
handkerchief. “My father
asked him what was he re-
ally doing. Ray told him
that this was his way of

composing shots in his
head,” said Tushar Kanti
Ghosh, 80, a scion of the
Zamindar family which
used to own most of the
land in this village turned
part of the city at one
time, adding with a wrin-
kled grin: “He told dad he
wasted around a dozen
handkerchiefs a day think-
ing about shots!” Ghosh
met Ray at age eight, and

played a small part as a
student at the village
school in Pather Panchali’,
shot over from 1952 to 1955.
“He (Ray) asked my father
if he could borrow some
young boys for the movie I
had two small parts in the
film and naturally at that
age I was thrilled,” chuck-
led the octogenarian, who
along with other fellow vil-
lagers never realised that
their non-descript village
would be thrust into inter-
national fame once the
movie was released and
showcased at Cannes as
India’s official entry.
Opposite the pond where
Ray had shot some of his
scenes for Pather
Panchali’ lives Abhishek
Paul, 31, a young artist
who said he heard stories
of the film’s shooting from
his grandmother.

TRIBUTE TO SATYAJIT RAY

The village where Satyajit Ray met ‘Pather Panchali’

Pune, May 02 (PTI):

Blood samples are
being collected in a graded
manner as part of DNA
fingerprinting of armed
forces personnel and this
process has so far helped
identify mortal remains
in 12 cases, including the
helicopter crash that
killed then Chief of
Defence Staff General
Bipin Rawat, said
Lieutenant General Daljit
Singh, Director General -
Armed Forces Medical
Service (DGAFMS), on
Monday.

Singh was addressing
the press on the sidelines
of the Pune-based Armed
Forces Medical College’s
(AFMC)’s Platinum
Jubilee celebrations.

It is an ongoing process
in which blood samples
are being collected in a
graded manner for archiv-
ing in the repository that
is maintained at AFMC’s
Department of Forensic
Medicine, he said.

“What does DNA profil-
ing mean? You take a drop
of the blood of an individ-

ual, put it on a special fil-
ter paper, and store it in a
repository. Later, if you
want to identify that indi-
vidual for some reason,
such as an unfortunate ac-
cident, we can retrieve his
sample from the reposito-
ry and match it with the
DNA recovered from the
mortal remains,” Lt
General Singh explained.

“Dried blood spots on
specialized filter paper of
individuals (armed forces
personnel) are stored in
the Forensic Department
at AFMC. So far, in 12
cases, mortal remains
have been identified using
this technology, including
those who died in the
crash of a helicopter car-
rying (CDS) General Bipin
Rawat,” he said.

‘DNA fingerprinting of defence
personnel helped in 12 cases’

Including chopper crash that killed Gen Rawat

Lieutenant General 
Daljit Singh

Panaji, May 02 (PTI):

Goa Chief Minister
Pramod Sawant has said
that about 90 per cent of
the crimes in the coastal
state are committed by mi-
grant labourers from
Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and
other areas, urging con-
tractors to obtain “labour
cards” before employing
them. Sawant made the
claim at a Labour Day
function on May 1 in
Panaji. The chief minister
said that every migrant
labourer working in the
state should have a labour
card given by the state gov-
ernment. The Goa govern-
ment issues labour cards
to those working in the
private, unorganised and
industrial sectors to keep

a record of employment as
well as extend welfare
measures to this category.

Sawant said that it is
necessary to track the de-
tails of labourers as “after
committing a crime in
Goa, migrant labourers
often return to their state
and it becomes difficult to

locate them”. The chief
minister said that “about
90 per cent of the crimes
in Goa are committed by
migrant labourers from
Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and
other areas”.

Sawant said that the
state government has
roped in two NGOs to en-
sure that all labourers are
issued the cards. The chief
minister announced that
the facility to enrol the
labourers for the card
would be made online
soon.

He said that once the
cards are issued to all the
labourers, it would be easi-
er to access the database.
“It will also help the police
investigate the cases and
track them,” Sawant
added.

‘90% of crimes due to
migrant labourers’

Pramod Sawant



Washington, May 02 (PTI):

The Biden administra-
tion has said that
America’s immigration
system needs to be “mod-
ernised” and Republicans,
who control the Congress,
should take action on it
rather than use it as a “po-
litical stunt or a political
tool”. White House Press
Secretary Karine Jean-
Pierre at her daily news
conference, said the oppo-
sition Republican party is
not interested in resolving
the issue of immigration
and has not actually come
to the table to have a con-
versation on how to pro-
tect Dreamers and farm-
workers.

“On his (Joe Biden) first
day in this administration,
the President put forth
comprehensive immigra-
tion legislation...how he
understood that the sys-
tem had been broken. It
needs to be modernised,”
she said in response to a

question. “He has asked
Congress to take action -
Republicans in Congress
to take action and to take -
and to work on this in a bi-
partisan way,” she added.

“He’s put forth some
tools to make sure we deal
with the immigration sys-
tem in a humane way, and
that actually deals with
what we’re seeing at the
border... But we know that
more action needs to be
taken. So it has to be leg-

islative action,” Jean-
Pierre told reporters.

However, she said that
Republicans have used
this as a political stunt.

“As we’ve seen,
Republicans have contin-
ued to use this as a politi-
cal stunt, a political tool,
and not actually come to
the table to have a conver-
sation on how to protect
Dreamers and farm work-
ers. You know, more immi-
gration judges and asylum

officers are needed. More
funding for border securi-
ty is needed,” Jean-Pierre
said. “This is something
that we have put forward
in that legislation and so
much more.

They don’t want to do
that. They want to do polit-
ical stunts, as we’ve seen
from governors and may-
ors across the country,”
she alleged responding to
a question on comprehen-
sive immigration reform
in particular on legal im-
migration.

Then-President Barack
Obama launched the 2012
DACA initiative to shield
from deportation immi-
grants who were brought
to the US illegally by their
parents as children and to
allow them to work legally
in the country.

DACA, an acronym for
Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals, is a
policy that protects young
people - known as
“DREAMers”.

Cairo, May 02 (AP):

Sudanese fleeing the
fighting between rival
generals in their capital
flooded an already over-
whelmed city on the Red
Sea and Sudan’s northern
borders with Egypt, as ex-
plosions and gunfire
echoed  in Khartoum.

Many exhausted
Sudanese and foreigners
arrived in Port Sudan, the
country’s main seaport,
joining thousands who
have waited for days to be
evacuated out of the
chaos-stricken nation.
Others have been driven
in packed buses and
trucks, seeking shelter in
Egypt, Sudan’s northern
neighbor.

“Much of the capital
has become empty,” said
Abdalla al-Fatih, a
Khartoum resident, “all

(residents of) our street
fled the war.”

The fighting, now in its
third week, has turned
Khartoum and its neigh-
boring city of Omdurman
into a battlefield. Fierce
clashes taking place in-
side residential neighbor-
hoods that have become

“ghost areas,” residents
say.

The conflict, which
capped months of wors-
ening tensions, pits the
military, led by Gen.
Abdel-Fattah Burhan,
against a rival paramili-
tary group called the
Rapid Support Forces,

commanded by Gen.
Mohamed Hamdan
Dagalo. Al-Fatih’s family
managed to get out of
Khartoum over the week-
end after they spent the
past two weeks trapped in
their home in
Khartoum’s neighbor-
hood of Kafouri, a major
flashpoint since the fight-
ing broke out on April 15.

They arrived in Port
Sudan late Monday, after
an exhausting 20-hour
trip, he said. There, they
found thousands, includ-
ing many women and
children, camping out-
side the port area. Many
had been there for more
than a week, with no food
and other services, he
said.

Port Sudan has become
a hub for foreign govern-
ments to evacuate their
citizens air and sea.

CENTRAL CHRONICLE, RAIPUR, WEDNESDAY, MAY 03,  2023

RAJNATH MEETS SOLIH

Male: Defence Minister Rajnath Singh meets Maldivian President Ibrahim Mohamed
Solih, in Male, Maldives, Tuesday, May 2

Colombo, May 02 (PTI):

Chief of Air Staff, Air
Chief Marshal V R
Chaudhari on Tuesday
met Sri Lanka’s top mili-
tary leaders and ex-
changed views on several
matters of bilateral impor-
tance, while recalling the
longstanding friendship
between the two countries,
amid China’s growing in-
fluence in the island na-
tion.

Air Chief Marshal
Chaudhari, who arrived
here on Monday on a four-
day official visit to Sri
Lanka, called on the
Commander of the Sri
Lankan Air Force (SLAF),
Air Marshal Sudarshana
Pathirana at Air Force
Headquarters here.

As part of India’s com-
mitment towards capacity
building of Sri Lanka
Armed Forces, Chief of

Air Staff of the Indian Air
Force presented AN-32
propellers to ensure high
operational readiness of
the aircraft held with Sri
Lanka Air Force.

“Air Chief Marshal VR
Chaudhari #CAS
@IAF_MCC donated AN-
32 propellers to
Commander @airforcelk
at Katunayake Air Base on
behalf of Government of
India. Highlights India’s

resolute commitment to-
wards capacity building of
SriLanka Armed Forces,”
the the Indian High
Commission in Colombo
tweeted.

The Chief of the Air
Staff is visiting Sri Lanka
at the invitation of Air
Marshal Pathirana. He
was received upon arrival
by the Commanding
Officer SLAF Station
Colombo, Air Commodore

Suresh Fernando, and was
presented a Guard of
Honour which was con-
ferred by the Colour
Squadron of the SLAF, Sri
Lanka’s News 1st channel
reported. He also met with
the Commander of the Sri
Lanka Navy, Vice Admiral
Priyantha Perera at the
Navy Headquarters,
Colombo.

Upon his arrival, he was
welcomed at the portals of
the Navy Headquarters in
compliance with naval tra-
dition. “Visit of Air Chief
Marshal VR Chaudhari
#CAS @IAF_MCC to Sri
Lanka: Day 2 engagements
in the morning. Meeting
with Air Marshal
Sudarshana Pathirana,
Commander @airforcelk.
Meeting with Vice
Admiral Priyantha
Perera, Commander @sri-
lanka_navy,” the Indian
mission tweeted.

IAF chief meets Sri Lanka’s top military leaders
Exchange views on matters of bilateral importance

Sudanese fleeing clashes flood port city, borders with Egypt

Sudanese refugees cross into Chad near Koufroun,
Echbara, on May 2. Hundreds of Sudanese, most of them
women and children, each day cross a small, dry stream to
find safety in neighbouring Chad.

TTP commander
among 3 militants

killed in Pak
Peshawar, May 02 (PTI):
Pakistani security forces have
killed a notorious Tehreek-i-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP) com-
mander and two others and
made several key arrests in
separate intelligence-based
operations in the country’s
restive Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
province, media reports said on
Tuesday

Acting on information about
the reported presence of mili-
tants, security forces conduct-
ed two separate operations on
Monday in the Tank and Dera
Ismail Khan districts of the
country’s northwest province
bordering Afghanistan, the
Dawn newspaper reported.

Abdul Jabar Shah of the
banned TTP Gandapur group
was among the three militants
killed by the security forces
following an intense exchange
of fire, the report said. Shah
was involved in multiple
attacks on law enforcement
agencies and polio teams.

Islamabad, May 02 (PTI):

Pakistan’s Supreme Court
on Tuesday directed the gov-
ernment to produce the record
of parliamentary proceedings
regarding a bill aimed at
depriving the office of the chief
justice of powers to take suo
motu notice in an individual
capacity and form a panel of
judges for hearing of cases.

Relations between the judi-
ciary and the ruling coalition
have soured ever since the rul-
ing Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz led government has
been pushing for the Supreme
Court (Practice and Procedure)
Bill 2023. The bill was initially
passed by both houses of par-
liament and sent to the presi-
dent for his assent. However,
the president sent it back, say-
ing that the proposed law trav-
elled “beyond the competence

of parliament”. The bill was,
however, passed again by a
joint sitting of parliament with
certain amendments on April
10 and sent to the president.

But three days after the
passing of the bill by the joint
parliament session, an eight-
member bench of the Supreme
Court (SC), including CJP
Bandial, issued an order that
bars the government from
implementing the bill after it
becomes a law.

On Tuesday, the eight-mem-
ber larger bench led by Chief
Justice Bandial heard the case
and instructed the attorney
general to provide copies of
Parliament proceedings
regarding the bill. During the
hearing, Chief Justice Bandial
said that the law was the first
of its kind in Pakistan that
impacted the judiciary the
third pillar of the state. 

Pakistan’s SC seeks record of
parliamentary proceedings

Islamabad, May 02 (AP):

Eight tourists who went
missing over the weekend
when their jeep fell into a
river in Pakistan-adminis-
tered Kashmir have been
declared dead by rescuers
who could not find any of
them despite a massive
search, police said on
Monday, as the prime min-
ister ordered authorities
to remain alert to handle
any situation. The inci-
dent happened on Sunday
in Neelam Valley, a district
in the disputed Himalayan
region, which is divided
between Pakistan and
India but claimed by both
in its entirety, a local po-
lice official Khalid Aziz

said. He said initially one
tourist was killed and five
others were injured in the
incident, while later police
learned that eight tourists
were missing and there
was no hope of finding
them alive, as the fast-flow-
ing river swept them away.

At least 14 people, in-
cluding nine tourists who
died in Kashmir, have
been killed since Saturday
when heavy rains started
lashing various parts of
the country. At least four
people were killed in vari-
ous rain-related incidents
in the southwestern
Baluchistan province,
while a boy was killed in
Karachi, the capital of
southern Sindh province.

14 people killed in rain-related
incidents across Pak

Immigration system needs to be ‘modernised’: White House

White House Press Secretary Karine Jean-Pierre.

No plans to add new members to
Quad grouping now: White House
Washington, May 02 (PTI): There is no plan to add new
members to the Quad now, the White House has said,
emphasising that the relatively young grouping wel-
comes opportunities to work with a wide range of Indo-
Pacific partner countries on issues like maritime secu-
rity, infrastructure and climate change.

The Quad or Quadrilateral Security Dialogue com-
prises India, the US, Japan and Australia. Australian
Prime Minister Scott Morrison, Japanese Prime
Minister Yoshihide Suga, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, and US President Joe Biden are scheduled to
meet in Sydney, Australia for the third in-person sum-
mit on May 24, amidst China’s aggressive behaviour in
the strategically important region.

“The Quad was established two years ago. The Quad
is still a relatively young partnership. There are no
plans for new members at this time,” White House
Press Secretary Karine Jean-Pierre told reporters on
Monday at her daily news conference.

Quad members, she said, have agreed that for now,
they’ll focus on cementing the quad’s many strengths.

“However, the Quad welcomes opportunities to work
with a wide range of Indo-Pacific partners, such as
through its Indo-Pacific partners on maritime domain
awareness, which is delivering cutting edge maritime
domain awareness technology around the region,” she
said in response to a question.

“The May 24th Sydney Summit will showcase other
opportunities for the Quad to partner around the re-
gion on climate, global health, infrastructure, and
more. The Quad’s top priority is ensuring it is well-posi-
tioned to deliver for the Indo-Pacific.

China’s FM makes
rare visit to

Myanmar border
Beijing, May 02 (AP): China’s
foreign minister called for sta-
bility and a crackdown on cross-
border criminal activity along
the country’s border with
Myanmar, during an unusual
visit to the volatile region on
Tuesday.

The 2,129-kilometre (1,323-
mile) border runs through
densely forested mountains and
has long been notorious for
drug smuggling into China from
the “Golden Triangle” region
where the borders of Laos,
Myanmar and Thailand meet.
The United Nations says the
production of opium in
Myanmar has flourished since
the military seized power in
2021, with the cultivation of
poppies up by a third in the past
year as eradication efforts have
dropped off and the faltering
economy has led more people
toward the drug trade.



Media acts as a watchdog of public in-
terest in a democracy. It plays an impor-
tant role in a democracy and serves to in-
form people about events of national and
international importance. The media is
considered the "fourth estate" in demo-
cratic countries along with the
Legislature, the Executive, and the
Judiciary. Its importance in influencing
readers can be gauged from the role it
played during the freedom struggle, po-
litically educating millions of Indians who
joined their fight against British imperial-
ism.

Journalism is a profession that does
service. It also takes away the privilege of
questioning others. The basic objective of
journalism is to serve the people with
news, views, comments, and information
on matters of public interest in a fair, ac-
curate, unbiased, and civilized manner
and language. The press is an essential
pillar of democracy. It purifies and
shapes public opinion. Parliamentary
democracy can flourish only under the

watchful eyes of the media. Media not
only reports but also acts as a bridge be-
tween the state and the public.

With the advent of private TV chan-
nels, media has taken over the reins of
human life and society in every walk of
life. Media today is not satisfied as the
fourth estate, it has assumed paramount
importance in society and governance.
While playing the role of an informer, the
media also takes the form of a motivator
and a leader. Such is the influence of the
media that it can make or break a person,
an institution, or an idea. Hence all-per-
vasive and all-powerful is its influence on
society today. With so much power and
authority, the media cannot lose sight of
its privileges, duties, and responsibilities.

Today paid news, media trial, and
non-issues are being presented as real
news, while real issues are being side-
lined, news of real and social interest is
being ignored, and for-profit and political
sides. Fact distortion, fake news, and yel-
low journalism are being done behind the

increase in the cases of paid news, most
of the media groups in India are big cor-
porate houses that are in this field for
quantum profit and work only for profit.
The low salary of journalists and the de-
sire to become famous quickly is also a
reason behind yellow journalism.

Statistics also reveal the secret that
about 40 percent of the total budget of
most political parties goes toward
media-related expenses. The use of
money power, alcohol, and paid news in
elections is a matter of grave concern
today. According to the Press Council of
India, news that is being broadcast in
print or electronic media for cash or
other benefits is called paid news. But it
is a very difficult task to prove that the
special news shown on any channel or
the news published in the newspaper is
paid news only.

The absence of objective journalism
gives rise to the false presentation of
truth in a society that affects people's
perceptions and views. As seen in the
Cambridge Analytica case, biased news
coverage on social media platforms influ-
enced US elections. To chase sensational-
ism and high TRP rates as seen in the
coverage of the 26/11 terrorist attacks in
India, had put the internal security of the
nation at risk. Sensational-driven report-
ing compromised the identity of rape vic-
tims and survivors, despite court guide-
lines.

Paid news and fake news can manipu-
late public perception and lead to hatred,
violence, and disharmony between dif-
ferent communities within a society.
With the advent of social media, and
technological changes, the reach of
media has grown in depth. Its reach and
role in influencing public opinion make it
even more important to ensure its impar-
tiality, and non-partisan calls for enforce-
ment of journalistic ethics.

It is therefore important that for the
media to play its important role effective-
ly and efficiently, the media should oper-
ate within a well-defined code of conduct
while maintaining its independence and
editorial independence. Since irresponsi-
ble journalism invites sanctions, robbing
the media of their independence, profes-

sional conduct, and ethical practice are
critical to safeguarding media independ-
ence and ensuring that the public's in-
vested trust in the media is maintained.

In the changing times, 'ethics' should
be promoted in media-related education-
al institutions. An 'independent investiga-
tion team' should be formed which would
monitor the work related to fair broad-
casting of journalism and transmission of
sensitive information. Meetings of social
scientists and media persons should be
held at regular intervals so that all to-
gether can find solutions related to social
problems and make strategies. The
media should be freed from political
pressure, as well as it should be ensured
that the 'code of conduct related to jour-
nalism' is followed.

In the present era, journalism divided
into camps is taking society in the wrong
direction, the fourth pillar has fallen.
Some people are in journalism/literature
because they need it for their selfish
ends. While some people are there be-
cause journalism and literature need
them, only then society has survived.
There are many who, instead of writing
truth and balance, has been languishing
for years; They should do justice to their
primary desire. The rest will be seen, the
future generation of journalists will have
to take a balanced decision and move for-
ward, only then that pillar can stand firm-
ly and equal the three others.

On the one hand, the media is a pow-
erful medium for the awareness of the
people, on the other hand, it also makes
the government aware of the problems of
the country. Due to media being consid-
ered the fourth pillar of democracy, it is
expected that it should make a positive
contribution to the interest of the coun-
try. In today's changing times, along with
the role of media, the way of reporting
has also changed. Looking at the time,
the media should play the role of a neu-
tral watchdog instead of singing songs
for their selfishness.

(Writer is Research Scholar in Political
Science, Poetess, Independent journalist

and columnist, Arya Nagar, Hisar,
Haryana. Views are personal).
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Welcome move 
According to central intelligence

agencies, 14 mobile apps were being
used by terrorists and their support-
ers in J& K.According to a source, the
concerned department has blocked
Wickrme, Mediafire, Briar, BChat,
Nandbox, Conion, IMO, Element,
Second line, Zangi, Threema,
Crypviser, Enigma and Safeswiss on
the recommendation of the Ministry
of Home Affairs, which seems to be a
welcome move. According to the cen-
tral intelligence , they recommended
action after discovering that terror-
ists and their supporters were using
these apps to communicate with on-
the-ground workers in J&K.The ma-
jority of these apps were designed to
provide users with anonymity, and
their features make it difficult to
identify the entities associated with
these apps.Further these mobile apps
enabled terrorists and their affiliates
to engage in activities that are detri-
mental to India's sovereignty and in-
tegrity and can disrupt peace and
harmony.

VijayKumar H K, Raichur, Karnataka

UK's liberal mindset
I was impressed to learn about the

UK's liberal mindset towards mi-
grants of all origins, as highlighted in
the recent Royal Mail stamp featur-
ing images of Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs,
and various ethnic groups. This
stands in stark contrast to the nar-
row-minded and parochial views
being propagated in India by the
dominant political force. India, a di-
verse country known for its all-em-
bracing ideals as envisioned by
Rabindranath Tagore, is now being
reduced to a cesspool of Hindi and
Hindutva. This is a dangerous path
that will only lead to the exclusion
and marginalization of minorities. I
urge the dominant force in India to
learn from the UK's example and em-
brace the diversity of its people. Let
us reinstate India to its former great-
ness, where all streams of humanity
are welcomed and none are left be-
hind.

Kajal Chatterjee, Kolkata.

Opposition's next move
With the Adani episode still unre-

solved, the Opposition must now
think of their next move for the up-
coming 2024 parliamentary elections.
While state elections are often fought
on local issues, national issues like
corruption and misappropriation of
funds can sway voters in parliamen-
tary elections. The Congress party
has a history of making serious mis-
takes during election campaigns,
such as using inappropriate language
against the ruling party. The recent
Adani scandal has exposed the
party's inability to defend its case be-
fore the public. Meanwhile, the ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party has a plethora
of crowd-pulling leaders and has
shown its ability to change the elec-
tion scenario in its favor. The lack of
political unity among opposition par-
ties is also concerning. As the G20
conference is being held in India, it is
crucial that the Opposition prepares a
minimum common program and
presents strong programs to the pub-
lic. Otherwise, we may witness a
third consecutive term with no leader
of opposition in Lok Sabha.

Yash Pal Ralhan

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍
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Bharatiya Kisan Union (BKU) leader Rakesh Tikait with wrestlers Bajrang Punia, Vinesh Phogat and Sangita Phogat during the wrestlers' protest at
Jantar Mantar, in New Delhi, Tuesday, May 2.

WRESTLERS PROTEST

Today paid news, media trial, and non-issues are
being presented as real news, while real issues are
being sidelined, news of real and social interest is
being ignored, and for-profit and political sides. Fact
distortion, fake news, and yellow journalism are
being done behind the increase in the cases of paid
news, most of the media groups in India are big cor-
porate houses that are in this field for quantum profit
and work only for profit. The low salary of journal-
ists and the desire to become famous quickly is also a
reason behind yellow journalism.

A s India prepares for the upcoming leadership sum-
mits, the G20 and the Shanghai Cooperation

Organisation (SCO), navigating discussions in the midst
of increasing global challenges will be crucial to ensur-
ing balanced outcomes. The G20 summit will likely focus
on discussions around Ukraine, with Western nations
seeking to condemn Russia in a joint statement.
Meanwhile, the SCO summit is likely to focus on blaming
the US for stoking conflict and selectively targeting China
and Russia. The upcoming leadership summits present a
delicate balancing act for India’s diplomats, who must en-
sure that neither summit devolves into mudslinging.
India, as a member of the Quad, maintains close ties with
the US while also maintaining diplomatic relations with
both the SCO and G20 camps. Navigating these differing
perspectives will be a challenge for India’s diplomats as
they work towards finding common ground at the upcom-
ing leadership summits. India’s commitment to peaceful
negotiations and avoiding taking sides in the ongoing
conflict in Ukraine has been reflected in its stance of not
blaming Russia for the Ukraine crisis, even as it contin-
ues to procure oil from the country and provide humani-
tarian aid to Ukraine. The country has chosen to abstain
from voting against Russia in global bodies and has not
supported pro-Ukraine resolutions in the UN. India’s
diplomats will need to skillfully navigate discussions to
ensure that the interests of all parties are represented.
The country’s commitment to promoting peaceful resolu-
tion of conflicts and avoiding damage to infrastructure
will be put to the test in the midst of increasing global
challenges. India’s relationship with Russia is significant
and the country has utilized it to safeguard the
Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant and enable the export
of Ukrainian grain. India’s efforts reflect its commitment
to promoting peaceful resolution of conflicts. The upcom-
ing G20 and SCO summits in India are expected to wit-
ness the presence of major world leaders, including
Putin, Xi Jinping, and Joe Biden. Despite their presence,
it remains uncertain if they will engage in dialogue.
India’s diplomats will be working towards finding com-
mon ground and promoting cooperation among SCO
members. India’s diplomatic efforts are set to be put to
the test in the coming months, with two significant lead-
ership summits on the horizon. The challenges that lie
ahead for India’s diplomats will require skillful naviga-
tion and balancing acts. India’s commitment to promot-
ing peaceful resolution of conflicts and avoiding taking
sides will be put to the test in the midst of increasing
global challenges.

Central Chronicle invites articles, write-ups, and comments on a wide range of
issues for our editorial page. Submissions should be between 800-900 words in
length. In addition, we welcome letters to the editor for this page. While letters

may be edited for clarity, we aim to preserve the integrity of the original message,
and ask that they be kept to around 50-60 words. Submissions can be sent via

email to editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com.

I ndia has achieved a significant milestone in the con-
struction of its first cable-stayed rail bridge with the

completion of all 96 cables on the Anji Khad bridge. The
bridge is part of the ambitious Kashmir rail link project,
which aims to connect Katra to Reasi in Jammu and
Kashmir on the Udhampur-Srinagar-Baramulla Railway
Line project. The Anji Khad bridge is an engineering
marvel that has been built in extreme geographical con-
ditions and is expected to be completed by May 2023. The
bridge is a single line railway track that features a 3.75 m
wide service road. It has a total length of 725 m, which in-
cludes a 473 m long asymmetric cable-stayed bridge bal-
anced on the axis of a central pylon of 193 m from the top
of the foundation. The bridge stands at a height of 331 m
above the riverbed and crosses the deep gorges of the
Anji river, a tributary of the river Chenab. The bridge
connects tunnel T2 on the Katra side and tunnel T3 on
the Reasi side. The Anji Khad bridge is a part of the
Udhampur-Srinagar-Baramulla Line (USBRL) and is
deemed to be one of the most difficult projects undertak-
en in the Indian subcontinent. The bridge has been de-
signed to withstand storms and strong winds. Given the
complex geology of the high-altitude region, construct-
ing a bridge of this scale was not an easy feat. The cable
stay bridge has 290 m span on the north side (Katra side)
while 183 m span on the south side (Reasi side). The
strands for this bridge are specifically designed with a
15.7 mm diameter and have three layers of protection.
The cable's length ranges between a minimum of 80 m
up to 295 m as a maximum. The stay cables are composed
of 31, 37 or 43 strands. The Anji Khad bridge is a signifi-
cant achievement for India’s railway sector, as it will be
the first cable-stayed rail bridge in the country. The
bridge’s asymmetrical design is striking and is expected
to become a landmark structure for the region. The look
of the bridge will remind Mumbaikars of the Bandra
Worli Sea Link, which is among the first cable-stayed
bridges in the country. The project comprises the world’s
highest railway bridge over the Chenab River. The 1,315-
m arch bridge will be taller than the Eiffel Tower in Paris
and will rise 331 m above the riverbed. This bridge is also
part of the Kashmir rail link project and is expected to
be completed by 2022. The railway line is expected to rev-
olutionize transportation in the region and improve con-
nectivity between Kashmir and the rest of India. The
completion of the Anji Khad bridge has received praise
from the Indian government, with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi commending the project’s successful
completion. The bridge’s completion is a testament to
India’s engineering prowess and ability to overcome
challenges in the face of adversity. Despite constraints,
the project was completed in a record time period of 11
months, from June 2022 to April 2023. The Anji Khad
bridge is a shining example of India’s ability to under-
take and successfully complete complex infrastructure
projects. It has been designed to withstand the harsh
weather conditions of the high-altitude region, and its
completion will be a significant boost to India’s railway
sector. The project has also created employment opportu-
nities for the local population, which will help in the de-
velopment of the region.

Journalism losing independence
DR. PRIYANKA SAURABH

An Engineering Marvel

Dr Manmohan Prakash
The problem of environmental pollution in India is

not new. It has been there since independence.It is
gradually increasing and now  there would hardly be
any area left of air, water, land and sky which would be
saved from coming under the grip of this problem.
Electronic and print media keep on exposing the pollu-
tion problems of one or the other city from time to
time. The water resources  have become polluted. The
most of the river do not even have the capacity to flow
water throughout the year. Some have been converted
into sewage carrying nala and some have lost their ex-
istence. The air of the cities has become polluted. Soil
loosing their fertility power due to use of chemicals.
Now space is also in the grip of pollution, there is a con-
tinuous increase in the number of satellites. Some are
working and some are lost their working capacity and
became garbage of antriksh.

From drinking water to food items and other neces-
sary commodities  we are getting in attractive plastic
packaging. All are aware that Plastic is creating prob-
lems for the safe and healthy environment and also for
human beings and animals life,even though people are
not ready to stop using the plastic.In many cities single
plastic use is banned, but this policy is not working prop-
erly in many cities. Most of the earth is covered with
garbage which is filth here and there. Sending the waste
to the dedicated dustbin is not making a place in the be-
havior of the common human being. However,  pictures
of some cities have become different due to the cleanli-
ness drive.   It is a matter of concern that in the last few
years, instead of decreasing, all kinds of pollution are in-
creasing continuously.  Now India became number one in
the world as far as the human population is concerned.
Every body is known that Increasing human population is
responsible for increasing urbanization,  industrializa-
tion, increasing use of  chemicals in agriculture,  petrol
and diesel in different kinds of commercial and domestic
transport systems. However, electric vehicles are trying
to find out the place in the four and two wheeler vehicle

industry.  The increasing trend of plastic packaging , ex-
cess use of natural resources and anti environment
lifestyle of human beings have made the problem of en-
vironmental pollution more worst and complex. 

Pollution has increased so much that what was once
known as water, air and earth (soil) pollution, is now
known as river pollution, marine pollution, climate pollu-
tion, industrial pollution, Auto- mobile pollution, domes-
tic pollution, agricultural chemical pollution, rural, urban,
metropolitan city pollution, organic and inorganic pollu-
tion, gaseous, liquid, solid pollution, medical waste pollu-
tion, sky, space pollution,  warhead pollution etc. It is es-
tablishing a new identity every day.The  so-called efforts
like tree plantation, forest conservation and expansion,
industry effluent treatment, STP treatment, River clean
projects etc failed to solve the problem. In spite of having
institutions and ministries like Pollution Control Board,
Environment and Forest Department etc. along with
rules and regulations to control  environment pollution
problems, it  is continuously expanding instead of de-
creasing.This shows that neither government, nor public
is very much keen to solve this problem. Nobody is seri-
ous and ready to take responsibility. It seems that
Political parties are also not ready to  discuss the envi-
ronment  problem in the election campaign, nor they're
ready to include it in their election manifesto. Hence all
responsible voters are requested  to raise voice for their
pollution free cities and environment. 

For this they have to ask political leaders of all polit-
ical parties to include the environment issues  in the
election manifesto with concrete solutions and  make
such efforts that environment pollution become 'elec-
tion issue' in the upcoming state, central and local bod-
ies election. In my opinion this is not possible without
the support of environmentalists, social organizations ,
academicians, responsible Indian citizens and politi-
cians.Please come forward for the sake of safe and
healthy environment for present and future genera-
tions. (Views are personal).

(Views are personal). 

When environment problems will
be a part of election manifesto 

Pranay Dhar Diwan
The ambitious dream of an egalitarian soci-

ety sparked the eyes of our constitutional
forefathers. They recognized that a society
with immense social and educational inequal-
ity needed to be brought out from the evils of
mass illiteracy, social injustice, and unem-
ployment. The idea of affirmative action
gained legitimacy from the age-long dispari-
ties prevalent within the social structure.
Special provisions embedded in our constitu-
tion outline a proportionate balance between
competition and affirmative action. In the late
1980s and early 1990s, populist pressure
started to advocate for reservation in propor-
tion to categorical population. A bunch of pe-
titions moved toward the apex court, and fi-
nally, in Indra Sahney vs Union of India, the
competitive ceiling acquired a consolidated
ground. Instead of the writ order, many states
brought special statutes to attain populist
mileage for categorical mobilization, which
suffers from jurisprudential defect and social
injustice.

Now let us try to conceive how the affirma-
tive action policy works. Reservation not only
appears in services; it starts from school edu-
cation and extends up to promotions. Keeping
political reservation aside, if we observe the
entire competitive process, vacancies meant
for the unreserved category invite every meri-
torious student from reserved categories as
well. When it comes to vacancies for state
cadre, even backward classes from other
states participate in the open competition
pool, i.e., UR vacancies. If we overlook this le-
gitimate balance, it not only constitutes a re-
gionalist bias within services, but it also hurts

the federal nature of the union polity. A socie-
ty whose constitutional foundation rests upon
democratic socialism fails its very existence if
it opts for reservation within categorical pro-
portion. Sooner or later, it overrides the com-
mitment shown by the constituent assembly
and tends to transform into caste-based polit-
ical mobilization. Apart from that, if we con-
tract the competitive ceiling, it also fails our
educational system, which attempts to build
student mass for a competent social order.
Services are the bedrock of a welfare state. 

They strive for policy planning, implemen-
tation, and monitoring. In the age of globaliza-
tion, we not only entered a post-COVID era,
but we also breathe in an era where competi-
tion act and competition commission exist.
Through a competitive process, we try to con-
solidate, organize, and train meritorious
minds from our democratic society.
Contracting this competitive pool will demor-
alize the development of meritorious minds.
While discussing this sensitive issue, we
should not undermine Dr. Babasaheb
Ambedkar. Dr. Ambedkar never got any reser-
vation. His own struggle was a struggle for
merit ascending through competition within
critically limited resources. Recently, the
Chhattisgarh High Court reaffirmed the com-
petitive ceiling for a larger good, which again
moved to the Apex Court for further elabora-
tion. Most of the political parties have tried to
put the onus of the verdict upon each other.
This very hour gives us a call to understand
the depth of judicious learnings in this regard.

Author is a UGC NET (JMC), Policy Research,
Former Lecturer, Kalyan College Bhilai, Kapil

Nagar Bilaspur (C.G.) Views are personal)

Competitive Ceiling & 
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India’s Diplomacy in the
Midst of Global Challenges
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CENTRAL CHRONICLE, RAIPUR,  WEDNESDAY, MAY  03,  2023

BRIEF

Highest GST 

New Delhi: Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi   said the highest
ever monthly GST col-
lection of Rs 1.87 lakh
crore in April is a
"great news" for the
Indian economy.
Gross Goods and
Services (GST) collec-
tion in April rose 12
per cent on an annual
basis to touch the all-
time high level. The
collection in April was
Rs 19,495 crore more
than the previous
highest collection of
Rs 1,67,540 lakh crore
recorded in April 2022.

Output rises 
New Delhi: State-
owned NMDC Ltd on
Tuesday reported an
11.42 per cent rise in
its iron ore production
of 3.51 million tonne
(MT) in April 2023. It
produced 3.15 MT of
iron ore in the same
month last year,
NMDC said in a BSE
filing. Last month, the
company's sales rose
by around 10 per cent
to 3.43 MT from 3.12
MT in April 2022.
Besides iron ore,
Hyderabad-based
NMDC is also in-
volved in the explo-
ration of a wide range
of minerals like cop-
per, rock phosphate,
limestone, dolomite
and gypsum.

Appointment

New Delhi: Airports
Authority of India
(AAI) on Monday said
Sharad Kumar has
taken charge as
Member (Operations).
Prior to the appoint-
ment, he was serving
as Airport Director at
Chennai
International Airport.
"Kumar will be re-
sponsible for airport
management, airport
facilitation and IT,
services, up-keep and
maintenance of air-
port infrastructure,
for safety and rescue
services, including lo-
gistic support, securi-
ty, liaison and co-ordi-
nation activities, pro-
moting indigenisation
under Aatmanirbhar
scheme of the govern-
ment," AAI said in a
release. He has more
than 30 years of expe-
rience and expertise
in the construction,
maintenance and
modification of air-
ports in the country.

Net profit 
Mumbai: Public sec-
tor UCO Bank on
Tuesday reported an
86.2 per cent rise in
net profit to Rs 581.24
crore for the March
2023 quarter on the
back of a reduction in
bad loans. The bank
reported a profit of
Rs 312.18 crore in the
January-March quar-
ter of 2021-22. UCO
Bank has posted its
highest-ever annual
net profit of Rs
1,862.34 crore in 2022-
23 against Rs 929.76
crore in the preceding
fiscal, registering a
nearly 100 per cent
year-on-year growth,
the Kolkata head-
quartered lender said
in a stock exchange
filing.

Seoul, May 02: 

Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Tuesday said it is essential
for emerging economies to
become growth engines
and help in resolving chal-
lenges facing the world.
She further said the G20
Presidency has come at a
crucial stage to the emerg-
ing economies, stressing
that three years are criti-
cal for the global economy,
which is going through a
reset. India currently
holds the presidency of
G20, which is a grouping
of developing and devel-
oped countries. India has
taken over the presidency
from Indonesia and will
hand it over to Brazil later
in the year. Addressing the
Indian diaspora in Seoul,
the minister said India is
being noticed worldwide

not just because it is the
fastest-growing large econ-
omy - this year as well as
the coming year - but also
because of the way in
which it has handled the

pandemic and economic
revival.

The minister is in Seoul
to attend the annual meet-
ing of the Asian
Development Bank (ADB).

She said while the ad-
vanced economies today
are looking at a long-drawn
recession, central banks in
those countries are raising
interest rates and dealing
with inflation. "In such a
situation globally, how can
economies, particularly
emerging market
economies, who are all
showing good signs of
growth...is it possible for us
to sustain that growth, is it
possible for us to give
greater energy to that
growth momentum so that
emerging markets can lit-
erally be the engines of
growth and help the global
crisis be solved,"
Sitharaman said.

The minister said the
G20 troika -- Indonesia,
India and Brazil-- are all
emerging economies, and
hence it is important that
the voice of the global

south be heard. The 'Global
South' largely refers to
countries in Asia, Africa
and South America. "The
three years are going to be
important for the global
economy to reset itself and
readjust to the global reali-
ties," she said, adding there
is a recession on one hand
and economic revival from
COVID on the other. Also,
artificial intelligence, deep
data analytics and the
Internet of Things are
being used extensively, she
added. India, Sitharaman
said, has already adopted a
digital payment system,
faceless tax assessment
and digital ID, and is scal-
ing up technology at a very
fast pace. Companies in
India are also resetting
themselves, using artificial
intelligence and adapting
to the requirements of the
21st century.

Essential for emerging economies to
become engines of growth: Sitharaman

New Delhi, May 02:  

Italian superbike maker
Ducati on Tuesday said it
has launched Monster SP
in India priced at Rs 15.95
lakh (ex-showroom). The
bookings are open for the
937-cc bike across all the
company dealerships in the
country with deliveries
starting immediately,
Ducati said in a statement.
"Created for the most pas-
sionate Ducatisti who love
the thrill of sporty riding,

we are delighted to bring
the all-new Monster SP to
India and look forward to
the response from the rid-
ers who appreciate atten-
tion to detail when it comes
to their motorcycles,"
Ducati India Managing
Director Bipul Chandra
said. The company current-
ly sells bikes from dealer-
ships in New Delhi,
Mumbai, Pune, Bengaluru,
Chennai, Hyderabad,
Kochi, Chandigarh,
Ahmedabad and Kolkata.

Ducati drives in
Monster SP priced at

Rs 15.95 lakh

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman being received by
Ambassador of India to the Republic of Korea Amit Kumar upon
her arrival in Incheon, South Korea, Tuesday, May 2.

Chennai, May 02:  

Daimler India, the sub-
sidiary of Stuttgart-based
truck maker Daimler has
rolled out 'BharatBenz
Simulated driver trainer'
initiative aimed at en-
hancing driving skills
and adapting drivers to
digital technology, the
company said on Tuesday.

Daimler India produces
commercial vehicles
under brand 'BharatBenz'
at its facility in
Oragadam about 45 km
from here. BharatBenz
Simulated driver trainer
offers an immersive
multi-sensory digital ex-
perience and provides an
inclusive training pro-
gramme in five languages
and 27 driving modules,
the company said. It

would enhance driver
skills, help them learn
and adapt to modern tech-
nology in BharatBenz
trucks, better their logis-
tical efficiency, drive safer
than before and strength-
en driving capability for
interstate, intra-city, hilly
and mining terrain appli-
cations. In its initial
phase, the Simulated
Driver Trainer would
cater to drivers of heavy
duty trucks.

The Simulated Driver
Trainer is a combination
of a computerised and
digital experience for any
BharatBenz driver who
trains on it. The set-up
comprises a multi-screen
display positioned up-
front on the driver's line
of sight, the company
said in a statement.

Incheon (South Korea), May 02:

Finance minister
Nitmala Sitharaman on
Tuesday met ADB presi-
dent Masatsugu Asakawa
and urged the multilateral
funding agency to to sup-
port India with more con-
cessional climate finance,
as the country's economic
progress can have huge
positive impact regionally
and globally. During the bi-
lateral meeting with the
president here,
Sitharaman said India con-
tinues to be the most signif-
icant country for ADB's
sovereign and non-sover-
eign operations. She also
expressed support to Asian
Development Bank (ADB)
for innovative financing
mechanisms to enhance
the lending capacity of the
bank. She advised ADB to
introspect and assess how

the bank can effectively
support developing mem-
ber countries.

"FM Smt. @nsitharaman
urged @ADB_HQ to sup-
port India with more con-
c e s s i o n a l
#ClimateFinance, as
India's economic and devel-
opmental progress can

have huge positive impact
regionally and globally," a
tweet from the finance
ministry said. Asakawa
during the meeting reiter-
ated ADB's commitment of
providing USD 100 billion
climate finance to its mem-
ber countries and also
thanked India for support

to ADB's innovative fi-
nance facility for climate in
Asia and the Pacific.
Earlier in the day ADB
president announced the
bank's newest climate fi-
nance programme: the
Innovative Finance
Facility for Climate in Asia
and the Pacific (IF-CAP).

"The climate events we
have experienced over the
past 12 months will only in-
crease in intensity and fre-
quency, so we must take
bold action now. IF-CAP is
an exciting, innovative pro-
gramme that will have a
real impact. And it is an-
other example of how ADB
serves as the climate bank
for Asia and the Pacific," he
said. IF-CAP's initial part-
ners are Denmark, Japan,
the Republic of Korea,
Sweden, the United
Kingdom, and the United
States.

FM asks ADB to support India with more
concessional climate finance

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman with Asian
Development Bank President Masatsugu Asakawa during a meet-
ing on the sidelines of 56th ADB’s annual meeting of its Board of
Governors, in Incheon, South Korea, Tuesday, May 2.

Daimler India rolls out
BharatBenz Simulated
Driver trainer initiative Mumbai, May 02:  

The rupee consolidated in a nar-
row range and settled 6 paise
lower at 81.88 (provisional)
against the American currency on
Tuesday as investors preferred to
stay on the sidelines ahead of the
US Fed meeting outcome. At the
interbank foreign exchange, the
local unit opened on a positive
note at 81.75 but pared early gains
to settle 6 paise lower at 81.88
against the US dollar despite a
firm trend in domestic equities.
During the day, the rupee touched
a high of 81.72 and a low of 81.95
against the American currency. On
Friday, the rupee closed at 81.82
against the US currency. Forex and
equity markets were closed on
Monday on account of
'Maharashtra Day'. Meanwhile,
the dollar index, which gauges the
greenback's strength against a
basket of six currencies, rose 0.15
per cent to 102.30. Brent crude
futures, the global oil benchmark,
declined 0.55 per cent to USD
78.87 per barrel. 

Rupee falls 6
paise to 81.88

against US dollar

Mumbai, May 02:  

Summer has set in with
all it’s might, leaving con-
sumers yearning for
breezy distractions.
Amazon.in has come in
with a much-required
respite – by announcing
the Great Summer Sale.

This year, Amazon.in’s
Summer Sale, starting
from May 4 – May 8, 2023
will provide customers
with offers on millions of
products by sellers includ-
ing artisans & weavers,
women entrepreneurs,
start-ups, brands, and
local neighbourhood
stores across categories in-
cluding Smartphones,
Consumer Electronics,
Grocery, Fashion & Beauty
essentials, Home &

Kitchen, Large
Appliances, TVs and more.

Customers can enjoy
summer vibes by saving
more with great offers
from brands like
Samsung,Mamypoko,
Loreal, TCL, V Guard,
Godrej, Zydus, LG among
others. All the exciting of-
fers will be made available
to Prime members 12
hours prior allowing them
to exclusively shop, avail
great deals and best offers
ahead of others. The
Prime Early Access will be
active from midnight of
May 4, 2023.

Customers will also get
the chance to win up to Rs
5000 as rewards during the
Pay & Shop Rewards
Festival by making daily
payments such as sending

or receiving money, paying
bills and more. In addition
to this, avail instant credit
up to INR 60,000 with
Amazon Pay Later along
with welcome rewards
worth INR 600. What’s
more is that customers
can also get up to 5% cash-
back on shopping, coupled
with welcome rewards up
to INR 2,000 with Amazon
Pay ICICI Bank credit
card. There are also inter-
esting Live streams
planned for the Great
Summer sale. These will
feature some of the fa-
mous content creators like
Trackin tech, Tech burner,
Rajiv Makhni,
Technoruhez, Aly goni,
Vineet Malhotra unveiling
top deals for the event and
reviewing products.

Amazon announces  Great
Summer Sale from May 4

Mumbai, May 02: 

HDFC Bank, India’s lead-
ing private sector bank, has
introduced a Digital
Distribution Platform
(DDP) – ‘HDFC Bank Smart
Saathi’, a state-of-the-art so-
lution which is built on a
robust and digitally en-
abled technology architec-
ture that provides a secure
and user-friendly experi-
ence to all its users. This
launch marks a significant
milestone in HDFC Bank’s
mission to provide innova-
tive solutions that cater to
the evolving needs of its
customers. This platform
will use advanced technolo-
gy solutions to connect
Business Correspondents
(BCs) and Business
Facilitators (BFs)to the
bank. This network of

Business Correspondents
and Business Facilitators
will boost financial inclu-
sion by taking banking
products and services to
the last mile. The bank’s
deep learning of semi
urban and rural ecosystem
has been utilised to develop
this user-friendly platform.
‘HDFC Bank Smart Saathi’
was launched in Delhi by

Mr Vivek Joshi, Secretary,
Department of Financial
Services, and Ms Smita
Bhagat, Group Head,
Government and
Institutional Business,
Alternate Banking
Channels and
Partnerships, Inclusive
Banking Group and Start-
Ups, HDFC Bank. Also
present on the occasion

were Mr Mukesh Bansal,
Joint Secretary,
Department of Financial
Services, and senior execu-
tives Mr Dinesh Luthra
and Mr Ajay Sharma from
HDFC Bank. “Digital
Platforms such as these
will contribute towards ful-
filling India’s vision of a
cashless economy and true
digital financial inclusion.
HDFC Bank Smart Saathi
will contribute by making
banking products and serv-
ices available, especially
credit for rural customers,
which will help in the de-
velopment of our country.
However, there are still be-
havioural changes that are
required across some cus-
tomer segments like farm-
ers transacting at mandis,
to make cashless India a
bigger success.

HDFC Bank launches Digital Distribution
Platform for its agents and partners

New Delhi, May 02:  

Taking one more step to
drive digital and financial
inclusion in the country,
Airtel Payments Bank col-
laborated with National
Payments Corporation of
India (NPCI) to roll out Face
Authentication for AePS
(Aadhaar-enabled Payment
System) at its 500,000 bank-
ing points.Airtel Payments
Bank is amongst the first
four banks to offer Face
Authentication for AePS in
the country. NPCI’s AePS
allows customers to carry
out financial and non-finan-
cial transactions at any
banking point using their
Aadhaar number or virtual

ID to access their Aadhaar-
linked bank account. Until
now, transactions were
being authenticated using
the customer’s Aadhaar
number and fingerprint or
Iris match in the UIDAI
records. The new facility
will enable customers to
validate the transaction by
undertaking face authenti-
cation along with the
Aadhaar number. The au-
thentication is processed
using the Face
Authentication RD
Application by the Unique
Identification Authority of
India (UIDAI). In the first
phase, the facility is made
available for non-financial
transactions – Balance en-
quiry and mini-statements -
for the Bank’s customers.
Soon the Bank will make it
available for financial
transactions.

Airtel Payments Bank collaborates
with the National Payments

Corporation of India
To roll out Face

Authentication for
Aadhaar Enabled
Payment System (AePS)

Mumbai, May 02: 

Wadia group-owned Go
First will temporarily sus-
pend flights on May 3 and 4
amid severe fund crunch,
the airline's chief Kaushik
Khona said on Tuesday.
The budget carrier has
also filed an application
for voluntary insolvency
resolution proceedings be-
fore the National
Company Law Tribunal
(NCLT), Delhi. Speaking to
PTI, Khona said the air-
line has grounded 28
planes, more than half of
its fleet, due to non-supply
of engines by Pratt &
Whitney (P&W).

This has resulted in a
fund crunch. "It is an un-
fortunate decision (filing
for voluntary insolvency

resolution proceedings)
but it had to be done to
protect the interests of the
company," he said.

The airline has in-
formed the government
about the developments
and will also be submit-
ting a detailed report to
aviation regulator
Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA).
Flights will be suspended
on May 3 and 4. Once the
NCLT admits the applica-
tion, then the flights will
be restarted, Khona said.

Go First has more than
5,000 employees.

Meanwhile the civil avi-
ation ministry is keeping a
close watch on the devel-
opments at crisis-hit Go
First and the proceedings
that are expected at the
National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT) this
week, a senior official has
said. Faced with a severe
financial crunch as more
than half of its fleet is
grounded due to the non-
availability of Pratt &
Whitney engines, Go First
on Tuesday filed for volun-
tary insolvency resolution
proceedings before the
NCLT and has also decid-
ed to cancel all flights for
May 3 and 4. Against this
backdrop, the senior gov-
ernment official said the
ministry is keeping a close
watch on the develop-
ments related to Go First,
including the admission of
the airline's application by
the NCLT.

Go First to suspend flights on May 3, 4
Files for voluntary
insolvency resolution
proceedings

Mumbai, May 02:  

Equity benchmarks
ended higher on Tuesday
mainly due to buying in
index heavyweights Infosys
and Reliance Industries
amid foreign fund inflows.
Also, firm trend in Asian
gauges and record GST col-
lection in April added to the
optimism.

Rallying for the eighth
straight day, the 30-share
BSE Sensex climbed 242.27
points or 0.40 per cent to set-
tle at 61,354.71. During the
day, it jumped 373.8 points
or 0.61 per cent to 61,486.24.
The broader NSE Nifty
went up 82.65 points or 0.46
per cent to finish at
18,147.65. From the Sensex

firms, Tech Mahindra,
NTPC, Tata Steel, Maruti,
Infosys, Power Grid, Larsen
& Toubro, Axis Bank,
Titan, Reliance Industries,
Wipro and Mahindra &
Mahindra were the biggest
gainers. Sun Pharma,
UltraTech Cement, Tata
Motors, Kotak Mahindra
Bank, Bajaj Finance, State
Bank of India and Nestle
were among the laggards.
In Asian markets, Seoul,
Japan, Shanghai and Hong
Kong ended in the green.
Equity markets in Europe
were trading mostly lower.
The US markets had ended
marginally lower on
Monday.

GST collection in April
rose by 12 per cent annually
to over Rs 1.87 lakh crore,
touching an all-time month-
ly high, showed finance
ministry data released on
Monday.

Sensex, Nifty finish higher
on foreign fund inflows

Record GST 
collection in April; 
log 8th day of rally



Actress Rashmika Mandanna recently
wrapped up the first schedule of her

upcoming Tamil-Telugu film 'Rainbow'. The
actress shared some behind-the-scenes
pictures and videos on her Instagram
page and also explained why she had
been missing from social media for a
while.
In her Instagram post, Rashmika said
that the reason she had been absent
from social media was because she
was in a "no network area". She
thanked the 'Rainbow' team for
their hard work and shared some
details about the different locations
where they shot scenes for the film.
The actress shared a selfie with
co-star Dev Mohan, some
scenery shots, and pictures of
her spending time with her moth-
er and sister. She also shared pic-
tures of flowers, sunrises, and
workouts, and expressed her
excitement about shooting in the
picturesque locations of Munnar
and Kodaikanal. Directed by
Shantharuban, 'Rainbow' is a
highly anticipated film in the
Tamil-Telugu film industry.
With Rashmika's populari-
ty and acting skills, fans
are eagerly awaiting the
release of the film.
Rashmika has a busy year
ahead of her, as she is also
set to star in the pan-India
film 'Pushpa 2' alongside
actor Allu Arjun. The
actress has made a
name for herself in
the South Indian
film industry and is
quickly becoming
one of the most
sought-after
actresses in the
country.

ACROSS
1. Circle segments
5. Guess
9. Fable collector
14. Ring loudly
15. Andes native
16. Blinding light
17. Boundary
19. Small landmass
20. Andean animals
21. Arrange

23. Wind direction (abbr.)
24. Washington, DC time zone
25. School org.
27. Close
29. Norse tale
31. Relaxed (2 wds.)
35. Dummy
39. Wowed
41. English river
42. Pseudonym
43. Docile
44. Most sore

46. Revolve
47. Unspecified person
48. King's title
51. Subside
53. Atop, poetically
54. Vital statistic
57. Time past
60. Soothing salve
62. Hear
64. Fray
66. Devoted
68. Roadside warning
69. Toledo's lake
70. Ascend
71. Lettuce dish
72. Coral formation
73. Frozen
Puzzle Grid

DOWN
1. Eve's fruit
2. Staggers
3. Gem weight
4. Slender
5. Midday nap
6. Explosive letters
7. Top pilots
8. Red ____ (fighter pilot)
9. Stir up
10. City trains
11. Bargain bonanza
12. Mined minerals
13. Singer ____ Seeger
18. Tourists' aids
22. Brings up
26. Nimble
28. Takes a break

30. Off kilter
32. Kin of PDQ
33. Large truck
34. Eve's home
35. Computer fodder
36. Baking place
37. Small horse
38. Bestow
40. Barbecue site
42. Fight site
45. Made possible
49. Easing of pain
50. Rocker ____ Clapton
52. Church leader
54. Storage spot
55. Barnyard fowl
56. Stopped
57. Canine comments
58. Festive occasion
59. Egg-shaped
61. Nothing more than
63. Indian attire
65. Period in history
67. Spotted cube
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SOLUTION 632

Bollywood's famous
actor Salman
Khan has recently

opened up about his love
life in an interview on
the chat show 'Aap ki
Adalat'. The actor admit-
ted that he has been "un-
lucky in love" and that
the fault lies with him.

When asked if he in-
tended to write an auto-
biography on his love af-
fairs, Salman replied:
"My love stories will go
with me to the grave." He
also stated that he has
been unlucky in love
and that all his previous
girlfriends were good.

The actor also spoke
about his marriage
plans, saying that when
the time is right, it will
happen. "Jab aisa koi
aayega, toh ho jayega,
Sir (when somebody will

come, it will happen). In
the first case, marriage
did not happen. When I
said yes, somebody said,
no. When somebody said
yes, I said no. Now there
is 'no' from both sides.
When both sides say
'yes', the marriage will
take place," he said.

When asked about
how many children he
wants, Salman replied,
"As many as possible.
Many. If I have one, and
another after 5-6 years, I
can play with them for
20-25 years. This is called
dedication, consistency,
persistence."

Salman Khan has al-
ways been a private per-
son when it comes to his
personal life, but his re-
cent interview gave a
rare insight into his love
life and marriage plans.

Salman Khan: 
My love stories will go
with me to the grave

Rashmika Mandanna
wraps up first schedule 

of Tamil-Telugu Film
‘Rainbow’

Having successfully
completed 100
episodes and count-

ing, Sony Entertainment
Television's Kathaa
Ankahee has captivated
audiences with its mesmer-
izing plot and lovable char-
acters. Starring Adnan
Khan and Aditi Dev
Sharma in the lead roles,
the show offers viewers a
heartwarming love story
born out of repentance as
Viaan and Katha face and
overcome life's challenges.
In the current track, audi-
ences have enjoyed watch-
ing the affectionate inter-
action of Viaan and
Katha’s son Aarav (played
by Ajinkya Mishra) while
Katha is unaware that
Viaan is in fact the Robin to
Aarav’s Batman.

Adnan Khan and
Azinkya Mishra are the
coolest on-screen duo, and
their endearing bond has
the audience rooting for
them every step of the way.
Unknowing of each other’s

connection with Katha,
Aarav and Viaan met in a
karate class and quickly
formed a strong connec-
tion. We have seen multiple
instances of Viaan sharing
everything about his life
with Aarav, and Aarav giv-
ing him tips to help him
connect with his mystery
girl, while Viaan selflessly
helps Aarav on multiple oc-
casions. Just like their on-
screen bond, Adnan and
Azinkya share the same
Robin and Batman vibe in
real life too. Recently,
Adnan praised Azinkya's

talent and work ethic, say-
ing, “I love how Azinkya
emotes while acting. His
grasping power is remark-
able, and he gives very
quick reactions to things,
which is wonderful to see
for someone so young. I do
not perceive him as a child
actor because he is such a
brilliant performer, and at
times he even teaches me
something new about act-
ing. He is a child prodigy
who often provides me
with a fresh perspective to
better comprehend
things.”

Child actor Azinkya and
Adnan share a great bond

offscreen as well!

This World Laughter
Day, &TV's artists
spill the beans on

their most hilarious mo-
ments. From uncontrol-
lable laughter during se-
rious situations to burst-
ing out at inappropriate
times, these actors share

hysterical sto-
ries that will

leave you in splits.
These include RJ

Mohit (Manoj, Doosri
Maa), Yogesh Tripathi
(Daroga Happu Singh,
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan),
and Rohitashv Gour
(Manmohan Tiwari,
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai).
Shubhangi Atre, aka
Angoori Bhabi, from
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai,
shares, “I've got a confes-
sion to make - I have a bit
of a giggling problem. It's
been with me since I was
young, and my daugh-
ter, Ashi, has inherited
the same quirk. But it
just means we're best

buds with an unbreak-
able bond! I may be a
strict mom, but I also
know how to bring
laughs. One time, Ashi
had a school assignment
due the next day, but she
hadn't finished it yet. I
was a little taken aback,
but then I realized - she
was pulling a prank on
me! I was on her case, giv-
ing her the "importance
of time" talk, and sud-
denly she started smiling
and laughing. That inci-
dent taught me that hu-
mour can be an amazing
tool for parenting. It can
diffuse tense situations
and make even the
grumpiest person smile.
So let's keep laughing,
my friends! Happy World
Laughter Day, everyone!
Laughter is the best med-
icine and a great way to
bond with your loved
ones. Humesha Haste
Rahiye Aur Haaste
Rahiye!”

When actors burst
out laughing during
serious situations!

Actor Tiger Shroff re-
cently marked the sev-

enth anniversary of his
debut film 'Baaghi' by ex-
pressing his gratitude for
the opportunity it gave him
in the film industry. Taking
to his Instagram stories,
Tiger shared a photo of him-
self and extended his thanks
to his fans and his mentor,
Sajid Nadiadwala.

In his post, Tiger wrote, "7
years of a film that gave me
an identity and a life in the
industry. Thank you to all
the audience and my fans
who are like my family for
accepting me. This fran-
chise takes all my blood,
sweat and tears but all
worthwhile #baaghi." Tiger
also expressed his apprecia-
tion for Nadiadwala, who
gave him the platform to
showcase himself, saying,
"Forever grateful to my god-
father/mentor #sajidnadi-
adwala... For giving me a
platform to showcase myself
best I can. And my first di-
rector and one of my
favs...this wouldn't have
been poss without you paaji
lv u." The actor is currently
busy shooting for his up-
coming action-thriller film
'Bade Miyan Chote Miyan'
with the rest of the team in
the UK. He is also gearing
up for a string of films, in-
cluding 'Ganapath' and sev-
eral others that are yet to be
announced. Tiger has be-
come one of the most
sought-after actors in
Bollywood, thanks to his im-
pressive performances and
his agility in performing
high-octane action se-
quences.

Tiger Shroff 
celebrates 

seven years 
of ‘Baaghi’

"Guardians of the Galaxy
Volume 3," directed by

James Gunn. A self-proclaimed
fan of the franchise, Sara
admires the gang's "amazing
sense of humour" and is eagerly
anticipating the third volume's
release. Despite the film mark-
ing a goodbye for the moment,
the actress remains hopeful for
a possible comeback. Starring
Chris Pratt, Zoe Saldana, Dave
Bautista, Karen Gillan, Pom
Klementieff, Vin Diesel, Bradley
Cooper, Sean Gunn, Chukwudi
Iwuji, Will Poulter, and Maria
Bakalova, "Guardians of the
Galaxy Vol. 3" is set to release in
India on May 5th in English,
Hindi, Tamil, and Telugu. Marvel
Studios is producing the film.

Sara Ali Khan is a
‘Guardians of the

Galaxy’ fan

The sweltering summer
heat is here, and tempera-

tures are soaring high all
across India. Actors are often
seen shooting outdoors for
long hours in the heat and
extreme conditions. Staying
hydrated is crucial to ensure
they give their best perform-
ance on screen. Riya Sharma
(who plays the character of
Tara) from Sony SAB’s Dhruv
Tara - Samay Sadi Se makes
her health a priority during
these intensive outdoor
schedules. In a candid con-
versation, Riya Sharma,
shares her experience of
shooting outdoor, staying
hydrated during the summers
and much more.
Riya Sharma, who plays the
character of Tara, said,
“Summers in Mumbai are
known to be humid and terri-
bly hot, so I make it a point to
have certain essentials by my
side at all times. Recently,
when we were filming a
sequence for the show, we
had to face the harsh temper-
ature. During such times, I
ensure to drink a lot of water,
juices, and other beverages to
stay hydrated. Fruits and

coconut water are my best
friends in the summers as
they help me stay energized.”
She further added, “I try to
start my day early and pack
in as much work earlier in the
day, avoiding the hot summer
sun that takes over. I ensure I
always have sunscreen on me
and try to keep my skin feel-
ing fresh and supple through-
out the season with simple
routines using basic and
fresh ingredients available at
home. These simple hacks
help me put my best foot for-
ward and give every
sequence my all, despite the
sweltering weather.”

Here’s how Riya
Sharma beat the heat
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Mohali, May 02 (PTI):

Five-time champions
Mumbai Indians' class and
pedigree will once again
be tested when they take
on an unpredictable
Punjab Kings in a crucial
Indian Premier League
match here on Wednesday.

A win will give MI the
much-needed push on the
points table, while a loss
will see them slip further
and chart a familiar
course like the previous
edition. MI had finished
10th and last in the previ-
ous edition.

The Mumbai team is
currently placed seventh
with eight points from
eight matches and things
are not looking great for
Rohit Sharma's side.

The win against
Rajasthan Royals at the
Wankhede Stadium on
April 30, though, would
have instilled a fair bit of
confidence in the MI team
after it chased down a mas-
sive 212 with three balls to
spare to earn two valuable
points. The win was craft-
ed by Singapore-born
Australian cricketer Tim
David, who smashed three
sixes on the trot in the
final over during his 14-
ball unbeaten 45 to snatch
victory from the jaws of
defeat. While there were
vital contributions from
India's T20 specialist bat-

ter Suryakumar Yadav
(55), tall Australian all-
rounder Cameron Green
(44), Ishan Kishan (28) and
Tilak Varma (29 not out),
none could match the fe-
rocity of David's strokes.

The 27-year-old middle-
order batter smashed five
sixes and two boundaries
at a strike rate in excess of
300 as Mumbai Indians
won on home turf.

A similar commitment
would be required against
Punjab Kings, who are
known to play aggressive
cricket, though their
biggest drawback is an un-
reliable top order.

Barring Shikhar
Dhawan and to an extent
his opening partner
Prabhsimran Singh, very
few PBKS batters have
contributed enough to
their overall totals, though
all that changed in their
previous game against
Chennai Super Kings at
Chepauk on April 30.

Set a stiff 200-run target
by MS Dhoni's side, the en-
tire top and middle-order
came to the party to win a
last-ball thriller by four
wickets. With
Prabhsimran and Dhawan
laying a good foundation
in powerplay, England all-
rounder Liam
Livingstone, Sam Curran

and wicketkeeper-batter
Jitesh Sharma all chipped
in to make it a memorable
chase.

The team, though, will
likely have to face the fiery
pace of Mumbai Indians'
Jofra Archer, who was
back in the game against
Rajasthan Royals, bowling
his quota of overs and tak-
ing a wicket as well.

MI skipper Rohit's form,
though, is the biggest con-
cern for the five-time IPL
champions and much
would depend on the India
captain on Wednesday to
shore up his side, after
contributing just three
runs in the match against
the Royals.

Punjab Kings to test
Mumbai Indians’ class

Captain Rohit Sharma with teammates during a practice session.

Match Starts at 7:30pm

Lucknow, May 02 (PTI):

Hit by injuries to skip-
per KL Rahul and seamer
Jaydev Unadkat, Lucknow
Super Giants (LSG) would
be wary of Chennai Super
Kings' ability to bounce
back when the two sides
face each other in an
Indian Premier League
match here on Wednesday.

LSG would also be fac-
ing the heat after failing to
chase down a meagre total
of 126 in their own den,
getting bundled out for
just 108 in 19.5 overs by
Royal Challengers
Bangalore on Monday.

Rahul sustained injury
on his right thigh during
the match against RCB
here on Monday, while
Unadkat slipped badly
while bowling at the nets,
resulting to a nasty fall on
Sunday.

The extent of both the
injuries is yet to be ascer-
tained but Rahul came out
to bat at No. 11 in LSG's un-
successful run chase, fac-
ing three balls without
opening account. His in-
clusion in the LSG team
for Wednesday's match is
doubtful.

Players like Kyle
Mayers, Nicholas Pooran,
Marcus Stoinis and
Krunal Pandya have
chipped in individually as
well as collectively in pre-
vious games to keep the
Lucknow franchise afloat
while skipper Rahul has
not been at his best after
the two half centuries (74
against Punjab Kings and

68 against Gujarat Titans).
LSG's performance this

season has swung wildly.
While on the one hand,
they have given command-
ing performances that
have become the envy of
other sides, they also have
a self-destruction button
hidden somewhere, which
goes off automatically.

Though CSK are coming
off consecutive losses to
Rajasthan Royals and
Punjab Kings, their ability
to bounce back can never

be underestimated. With
the tactical acumen of
Dhoni playing a vital role
in most of their victories
this season, the former
India captain could exploit
the situation, especially if
Rahul does not play on
Wednesday. CSK will once
again lean heavily on their
New Zealand opener
Devon Conway, who has
been in the form of his life,
scoring 414 runs from nine
matches at an average of
59.14 and strike rate of
144.25. It was bad luck that
CSK lost to Punjab despite

Conway smashing an un-
beaten 92 at Chepauk to
guide his team to 200 for
four, only to see the total
being overhauled off the
last ball. Ruturaj Gaikwad,
Ravindra Jadeja and
Ajinkya Rahane are play-
ers with big-match tem-
perament and can fire on
any given day, while the
Sri Lankan duo of
Maheesh Theekshana and
Matheesha Pathirana
have been potent weapons
in CSK's bowling arsenal,
not to forget Moeen Ali
and Jadeja.

CSK aim to get back to winning ways vs LSG

Match Starts at 3:30pm 

Chennai Super Kings skipper MS Dhoni with teammates during a practice session.

Tashkent, May 02 (PTI):

Indian archers made a fly-
ing start to their campaign
in the Asia Cup Stage 2
World Ranking
Tournament, advancing to
the finals of all four team
events in the recurve and
compound sections, here on
Tuesday.

The top-seeded Indian
men's recurve team of
Mrinal Chauhan, Tushar
Shelke and Jayanta
Talukdar eliminated hosts'
Uzbekistan's Chen Yao Yuy,
Mirjalol Karorov and
Amirkhan Sadikov 6-0 (56-54,
57-54, 56-53) in the semifinal.

They started off with a 6-0
(54-49, 58-48, 53-45) win over
Kyrgyzstan. The men's re-
curve team will take on their
rivals from China in the gold
medal clash on Friday.
Recurve women's team of
Sangeeta, Prachi Singh and

Tanisha Verma overcame
Uzbekistan in a nail-biting
tiebreaker finish to emerge
5-4 (53-54, 56-49, 52-50, 52-54,
26*-26) winners.

In the semi-final, the
Indian women's recurve
team defeated Saudi Arabia

6-0 (50-40, 54-47, 49-45) in the
quarters. India will face
China in the women's re-
curve team final too. Having
got a bye into semi-final, the
top-seeded compound men's
team of Abhishek Verma,
Kushal Dalal and Amit got
the better of Saudi Arabia
236-221 to make the final.
They will take on Hong
Kong in the gold medal clash
on Friday. The compound
women's team of Parneet
Kaur, Pragati and Raginee
Markoo are already in the
final after topping the quali-
fication round and they will
also take on Hong Kong in
the gold medal clash.

Archers confirm four medals in Asia Cup Stage 2

New Delhi, May 02 (PTI):

The India U-17 men's
team is set to face Real
Madrid U-17s at the
Ciudad Deportiva del Real
Madrid in Madrid on
Wednesday, their fourth
preparatory game in
Spain. The India U-17s are
currently preparing for
the AFC U-17 Asian Cup,
which is set to be held in
Thailand in June 2023,
where they have been
placed in Group D along-
side Japan, Vietnam and
Uzbekistan. Under the

stewardship of head coach
Bibiano Fernandes, the
Blue Cubs have played
three preparatory matches
against Atletico de Madrid
U-17 (4-1), CD Leganes U-18
(0-2), and Atletico
Madrileno (2-1).
Fernandes feels that it
would be a very good op-
portunity for Indian
youngsters to play against
skilful opponents. "It is a
massive opportunity for
these boys to square up
against well trained play-
ers from a top club like
Real Madrid," he said.

India U-17s gear up for preparatory
game against Real Madrid U-17

Madrid, May 02 (AP):

Stefanos Tsitsipas felt
like his rival was as fast as
a cheetah on center court
at the Madrid Open.

Point after point, his op-
ponent Sebastian Baez
kept chasing down balls to
stay in contention in the
third-round match.

The third-seeded
Tsitsipas came through in
the clutch moments,
though, earning a 7-5, 3-6,
6-3 win over the 31st-
ranked Baez on Monday to
secure a spot in the last 16
of the clay-court tourna-
ment.

Tsitsipas won the last
four games of the opening
set and the last three of

the third to advance. "I had
to bring the best out of my
game," Tsitsipas said. "He

wasn't missing much. Of
course he's someone that
covers and runs around

the court pretty well. He
definitely utilized that
pretty well against me,
being able to navigate him-
self throughout the entire
court with ease, just glid-
ing through the court like
a cheetah." Tsitsipas broke
for 5-3 in the third set and
saved two break points be-
fore serving it out. "He re-
ally fought for every single
point," Tsitsipas said, "and
I'm glad obviously that I
overcame this." Tsitsipas,
seeking his first title of the
season, improved to 8-2 on
clay. He was a finalist in
the Australian Open and
last week in Barcelona. He
also was a finalist at
Madrid in 2019, and a
semifinalist again in 2022.

Dubai, May 02 (PTI):

India have overtaken
Australia to regain the
number one position in
the ICC men's Test team
rankings following the an-
nual update that drops re-
sults from the 2019-20 sea-
son and reflects all series
completed since May 2020.

India's rating points
have moved up from 119 to
121 as their 2-0 defeat to
New Zealand in March
2020 no longer figures in
the rankings, which as-
sesses series completed
prior to May 2022 at 50 per
cent and subsequent se-
ries at 100 per cent.

India were last at the top
for a month in December
2021. Australia have
slipped from 122 to 116 rat-
ing points as their home
series wins over Pakistan
(2-0) and New Zealand (3-0)
in 2019-20 no longer figure
in the rankings, while
their 4-0 win over England
in 2021-22 has its weight-

ing halved to 50 per cent.
Australia, who take on

India in the final of the
ICC World Test
Championship 2023 at The
Oval from June 7, were the
top-ranked Test side since
January 2022. They
grabbed the position with
the 4-0 series win over
England that helped them
overtake New Zealand.

England remain in third
position but the gap be-
tween them and the sec-
ond placed side is reduced
from 13 to two rating
points owing to some con-
sistent performances in
recent months as well as
reduced weightage of
their 4-0 Ashes defeat and
a 1-0 defeat in the West
Indies. The other rankings
too remain unchanged
though 10th-placed
Zimbabwe have gained
five rating points.
Afghanistan and Ireland
have yet to play enough
Tests to earn a place in the
rankings table.

Tsitsipas outlasts Baez at Madrid
Open; Swiatek advances

Greece's Stefanos Tsitsipas returns the ball to Argentina's
Sebastian Baez during their 2023 ATP Tour Madrid Open tennis
tournament singles match at the Caja Magica in Madrid.

Lucknow, May 02 (PTI):

Star India batter Virat
Kohli and former opener
Gautam Gambhir added
another chapter to their
bitter rivalry as they got in-
volved in an ugly face-off
after the Indian Premier
League match between
Royal Challengers
Bangalore and Lucknow
Super Giants here.

Kohli, one of RCB's bat-
ting mainstays, and
Gambhir, the LSG mentor,

were seen having a heated
argument after the
Bengaluru-based side won
the match by 18 runs on
Monday night. Both were
on Tuesday fined 100 per
cent of their match fees for
breaching Article 2.21 of
IPL code of conduct, which
relates to public acts of
misconduct, unruly public
behaviour and inappropri-
ate comments detrimental
to the interest of the game.

Kohli seemed to be refer-
ring to the spat with his for-
mer India and Delhi state
team-mate when he said
"you got to take it, other-
wise don't give it", after the
match.

Another ugly face-off between Kohli
and Gambhir during IPL game

Both fined 100% 
of match fees

India overtake Australia to
become No. 1 Test side



New Delhi, May 02 (PTI):
A two-month-old baby boy
from Uttar Pradesh, who
was diagnosed with a rare
yeast infection coupled
with cytomegalovirus
meningitis (CMV), has re-
ceived a new lease of life
after undergoing treat-
ment at a Noida hospital,
doctors said on Tuesday.

In a statement, Fortis
Hospital, Noida, where the
infant from Mathura was
recently admitted, claimed
that it was the “world’s
first reported case” of
Rhodotorula infection

(Rhodotorula is a genus of
pigmented yeasts) along
with CMV. The infant was
admitted to the hospital
with “fever, increased irri-
tability and two episodes
of abnormal movements,
including up-rolling of
eyes, bulging in the top of
head and irritable cry”,
the statement said.

Several medical tests
such as MRI and CSF
(cerebrospinal fluid)
were conducted to identi-
fy any underlying infec-
tion, which revealed that
the baby had meningitis,
doctors said.

“Owing to the uncon-
trolled seizures, the baby
was intubated and ad-
ministered antibiotics.
Clinically, the baby

showed improvement with
satisfactory feeding and
activity, but his high-grade
fever was not getting bet-
ter.
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Priests and devotees during the celestial wedding of Goddess Meenakshi and Lord Sundareswarar at Meenakshi
Amman temple, in Madurai, Tuesday.

CELESTIAL WEDDING

A vendor selling garlands waits for customers at a wholesale flower market, in Kolkata, Tuesday. 

LONG WAIT FOR CUSTOMERS

New Delhi, May 02 (PTI):

The Congress on
Tuesday accused Home
Minister Amit Shah, BJP
chief J P Nadda and Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath of mak-
ing “hate speeches” in
poll-bound Karnataka and
urged the Election
Commission to take imme-
diate action against them
in the wake of Supreme
Court orders on such
speeches. A delegation of
Congress leaders compris-
ing Ajay Maken, Vivek
Tankha, Salman Khurshid
and Pawan Khera met the
Election Commission and
gave them a memorandum
demanding immediate ac-
tion against such “hate
speeches”.

“The home minister
says such things which po-
larise the country and cre-
ate division in society...,
neither the Constitution
provides for such a thing
nor does the oath they take
while assuming the high
office. We have pointed

this out to the Election
Commission,” Tankha
told reporters after the
meeting. He asked what
the home minister meant
by saying that “there
would be riots in India if
the Congress comes to
power”.

“Does he mean to say
that the Congress is get-
ting the riots done...The
real thing is that people
holding constitutional po-

sitions should not make
such kind of hate speech-
es. It is against the law and
immediate action should
be taken against them as
per Supreme Court or-
ders,” he said.

Tankha said the
Congress delegation gave
the EC copies of the
Supreme Court order on
hate speeches and called
for immediate action as
per the law of the land and

the SC verdict. “We have
made representations
specifically against three
people - Home Minister
Amit Shah, BJP president
J P Nadda and Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath.

“We have urged the
Election Commission to
take action as per law
against these people in the
wake of Supreme Court
orders which has called
for immediate action on
hate speeches,” he said.

The three BJP leaders
have been alleging that “if
the Congress comes to
power, there would be
riots” in the state, which
amounts to hate speech as
such speeches lead to a di-
vision in society, the
Congress leaders said.

Extending the scope of
its 2022 order beyond three
states, the Supreme Court
had on Friday directed all
states and Union territo-
ries to register cases
against those making hate
speeches even if no com-
plaint has been made.

CONG TO EC

‘Act against Shah, Nadda, Yogi
for ‘hate speeches’ in K’taka’

Congress leaders Ajay Maken, Pawan Khera, Vivek Tankha
and Salman Khurshid come out of Nirvachan Sadan after
meeting the Election Commission, in New Delhi, Tuesday.

New Delhi, May 02 (PTI):

The Delhi High Court
on Tuesday dismissed a
plea by Vishal Yadav seek-
ing parole to pursue filing
of an appeal in the
Supreme Court challeng-
ing his conviction and life
sentence in the killing of
business executive Nitish
Katara in 2002.

Vishal’s cousin Vikash
Yadav is a co-accused in
the case and serving
prison term.

The high court noted
that Vishal was granted
custody parole in 2015 but
he did not avail it.

It said consistent refusal
to accept custody parole
for filing of Special Leave
Petition (SLP) before the

apex court does not work
to his advantage since it is
not as if there is a denial
in exercising a constitu-
tional right, but rather to
calibrate it and allow it
along with safeguards
which are necessary for
securing life, liberty and
protection of the victim
and witnesses.

Even in 2018 when the
high court had rejected his
parole, it had noted that
the petitioner would be
granted custody parole for
filing an SLP and an appli-
cation in that regard could
be moved.

This opportunity was
not availed on that stage as
well, which also does not
work to the advantage to
the petitioner, the court

said. Justice Anish Dayal
said Vishal’s contention of
denial of a constitutional
right in context of the plea
for parole, therefore, has to
be appreciated, viewed,
weighed, sifted and win-
nowed in this light and not
viewed in isolation.

“The petitioner (Vishal)
is not precluded from pur-
suing his remedy to file an
SLP before the Supreme
Court, irrespective that it
is 8 years after the deci-
sion that he wishes to as-
sail,” the high court said.

It dismissed Vishal’s
plea seeking to be released
on regular parole for four
weeks to pursue filing of
the SLP against the high
court’s judgement which
had upheld his conviction

and enhanced the sen-
tences.

“Rejection of parole by
this court in June 2020,
during the Covid-19 pan-
demic relying on the ex-
ception carved out in the
circular of 2020 regarding
the release of prisoners
and excluding those whose
sentence was not to be con-
sidered for remission,
shows that the petitioner’s
case was indeed exception-
al,” it said.

The court added that
past conduct (pre-trial,
during investigation, dur-
ing trial and in custody) of
the petitioner as well as
that of co-accused Vikas
was “serious, exceptional,
acute and grave, to say the
least, and cannot be ig-

nored or taken lightly for
the purpose of consider-
ing this plea”.

Justice Dayal said it
would not be prudent to as-
sess the petitioner’s plea
as a simple segregated iso-
lated plea for filing the
SLP and completely ignore
and overlook his past con-
duct.

The court said it cannot
turn a blind eye to these
facts and circumstances.

Vishal sought to be re-
leased on parole on the
ground that since the
records of the case are vo-
luminous running into
2000 pages, his presence
with his advocate is re-
quired for the preparation
and finalisation of the
SLP.

KATARA MURDER CASE

HC dismisses Vishal Yadav’s plea for parole Kota (Raj) May 02 (PTI):

A 17-year-old girl from
Madhya Pradesh who left
on a trip after her class 10
exams ended up being ab-
ducted and sold as a bride
twice, a Child Welfare
Committee (CWC) official
here said on Tuesday.

She landed up with the
panel in Kota when she
was found by the railway
police, shortly after she
had tried to commit sui-
cide at the house where
she was kept for months
against her will, CWC
chairperson Kaniz Fatima
said. The ordeal began
over five months ago when
the girl left her home in
Madhya Pradesh’s Katni
for a trip after giving her
class 10 exams, Fatima
said. While she was wait-
ing for a train at Katni

railway station, some
youths befriended her and
took her to a nearby park,
where they offered her
food and drink. After con-
suming it she became un-
conscious, she said.

When the girl gained
consciousness, she found
herself in a hotel room in
Ujjain with two men and a
woman, she said.

The victim told that
they threatened her and
forced her to marry a 27-
year-old man. After mar-
riage the man told the girl
that he had bought her for
Rs 2 lakh, Fatima said.

The man died four
months after their mar-
riage after accidentally
consuming pesticide and
his family members then

sold the girl to another
man in Kota district’s
Kanwas area on the pre-
text of marriage.

Not being able to bear
physical exploitation and
discovering that her “sec-
ond husband” bought her
for Rs 3 lakh, the girl tried
to commit suicide but
could not do it so she ran
away from her in-law’s
house, the CWC chairper-
son said.

She reached a local rail-
way station and boarded a
train for Kota city.
Noticing the minor in a
bad condition, the railway
police personnel ap-
proached her at Kota rail-
way station on Monday
morning. She narrated
her ordeal to them follow-
ing which they informed
the ChildLine and CWC,
Fatima said.

Minor girl sold as bride’ twice in 5 months
 Rescued in Kota

Chandigarh/Ludhiana,
May 02 (PTI): Punjab gov-
ernment employees had
an early start at work on
Tuesday with new office
timings coming into force.
For the next two-and-a-half
months, the office timings
are 7.30 am to 2 pm instead
of the usual 9 am to 5 pm.

The new timetable does
away with the 30-minute
lunch break. Still, employ-
ees will work an hour less
than before.

The new work hours
will remain in force till
July 15 and result in an es-
timated saving of Rs 40-42
crore, according to offi-
cials. Chief Minister

Bhagwant Mann, who
along with his staff ar-
rived at Civil Secretariat
in Chandigarh at 7.28 am,
went straight to his office
before later addressing the
media.

He said the new work
hours will ensure that
maximum sunlight is
utilised in government of-
fices.

“Before implementing
this decision, we talked to
the employees and the peo-
ple and they agreed (to the
decision on the changed
timings),” Mann told re-
porters at a press confer-
ence. He said the move will
help save power and added
that “power is a big issue”.

Government employees,
from IAS, IPS officers to
superintendents and

peons, were seen heading
to their respective offices
at many places in Punjab
before the deadline of 7:30
am.

Cabinet ministers too
adhered to the new time-
line as they reached their
offices before time.

“Good Morning
Punjab..Work is Worship..
Great initiative by
@PunjabGovtIndia to
change Office timings
from 7:30am to 2pm. Small
steps will lead to GREAT
Achievements &
Unparalleled Heights
under dynamic leadership
of @BhagwantMann ji..
Lets all work together for
this Dream,” Information
and Public Relations
Minister Aman Arora
tweeted. Patiala Deputy

Commissioner Sakshi
Sawhney, who reached her
office in Patiala well be-
fore 7:30 am, said, “As per
directions of CM sir
@BhagwantMann ji
#TeamPatiala is present
in all Govt offices at
7:30am, we are committed
to serve our citizens with
full zeal of work is wor-
ship.”

Elaborating upon the
benefits of the new office
timing, the chief minister
said when the government
offices close at 2 pm and
electrical appliances on
the premises are shut, it
will mean lower consump-
tion by about 350
megawatts per day, result-
ing in savings of about Rs
16-17 crore per month on
power bills.

BREAK FROM THE PAST

Punjab govt offices brim with activity in early hours 
 As new timetable

kicks in

New Delhi, May 02
(PTI): The dengue
virus evolved “dra-
matically” over the
last few decades in
India, according to a
study led by scien-
tists at the Indian
Institute of Science
(IISc), which stresses
the need for develop-
ing a vaccine against

the strains found in the
country.

Dengue cases have
steadily increased in the
last 50 years, predominant-
ly in the South-East Asian
counties. However, there
are no approved vaccines
against the mosquito-
borne viral disease in
India, although some vac-
cines have been developed
in other countries.

“We were trying to un-
derstand how different the

Indian variants are, and
we found that they are
very different from the
original strains used to de-
velop the vaccines,” said
Rahul Roy, Associate
Professor at the
Department of Chemical
Engineering at IISc
Bengaluru.

The study, published in
the journal PLOS
Pathogens, examined all
available (408) genetic se-
quences of Indian dengue
strains from infected pa-
tients collected between
the years 1956 and 2018 by
others as well as the team
themselves.

There are four broad
categories serotypes of the
dengue virus (Dengue 1, 2,
3 and 4).

Using computational
analysis, the team exam-
ined how much each of

these serotypes deviated
from their ancestral se-
quence, from each other,
and from other global se-
quences.

“We found that the se-
quences are changing in a
very complex fashion,”
said Roy, corresponding
author of the study.

Until 2012, the dominant
strains in India were
Dengue 1 and 3, the re-
searchers said.

However, in recent
years, Dengue 2 has be-
come more dominant
across the country, while
Dengue 4 once considered
the least infectious is now
making a niche for itself
in South India, they found.

The team investigated
what factors decide which
strain is the dominant one
at any given time.

One possible factor

could be Antibody
Dependent Enhancement
(ADE), said Suraj Jagtap, a
PhD student at IISc and
first author of the study.

ADE occurs when the
antibodies generated dur-
ing an immune response
recognise and bind to a
pathogen, but they are un-
able to prevent infection.
Instead, these antibodies
act as a “Trojan horse,” al-
lowing the pathogen to get
into cells and exacerbate
the immune response.

Jagtap explained that
sometimes, people might
be infected first with one
serotype and then develop
a secondary infection with
a different serotype, lead-
ing to more severe symp-
toms.

Scientists believe that if
the second serotype is sim-
ilar to the first, the anti-

bodies in the host’s blood
generated after the first in-
fection bind to the new
serotype and to immune
cells called macrophages.

This proximity allows
the newcomer to infect
macrophages, making the
infection more severe,
they said.

“We knew that ADE en-
hances severity, (but) we
wanted to know if that can
also change the evolution
of dengue virus,” Jagtap
noted.

The researchers noted
that at any given time, sev-
eral strains of each
serotype exist in the viral
population.

The antibodies generat-
ed in the human body after
a primary infection pro-
vide complete protection
from all serotypes for
about 2 3 years.
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SC ‘Dengue virus evolved ‘dramatically’ in India in last few decades’ 2-month-old child diagnosed

with rare yeast infection
 Gets new 

lease of life at
Noida hospital
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