
New Delhi, May 26 (PTI):

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Friday
said the new Parliament
building will make every
Indian proud, as he posted
a video of the newly-con-
structed complex on
Twitter and urged people
to share it on the social
media platform with the
h a s h t a g
'MyParliamentMyPride'.

Modi also urged people
to share the video with
their voiceover which he
will retweet.

The new Parliament
building will be inaugurat-
ed on Sunday and the cere-
mony will begin with an
early morning havan and
a multi-religion prayer fol-
lowed by a formal opening
in the Lok Sabha by Prime
Minister Modi.

"The new Parliament
building will make every
Indian proud. This video
offers a glimpse of this

iconic building. I have a
special request -- share
this video with your own
voice-over, which conveys
your thoughts. I will re-
Tweet some of them. Don't
forget to use
#MyParliamentMyPride,"
the Prime Minister said on
Twitter. The video shared
by the Prime Minister
gives a virtual tour of the
new Parliament building
including the Lok Sabha
and Rajya Sabha. As many
as 25 parties are expected
to attend the inauguration

of the new Parliament
building even as 20 opposi-
tion parties have decided
to boycott the event.

Officials said the havan
will be held outside the
new building around 7 am
and the ceremonial scep-
tre Sengol will be handed
over to Modi by the high
priests of the Shaivite
order. The Sengol will be
installed near the chair of
the Speaker in the new
Parliament building.

Former vice president
M Venkaiah Naidu, Lok

Sabha Speaker Om Birla,
former prime minister H
D Deve Gowda and Rajya
Sabha deputy chairman
Harivansh among others
are expected to be present
during the formal inaugu-
ration of the new com-

plex. The triangular-
shaped four-storey
Parliament building has a
built-up area of 64,500
sqm. The building has
three main gates -- Gyan
Dwar, Shakti Dwar, and
Karma Dwar.

Three booked
TThhaannee:: Three persons
have been booked for
allegedly cheating a
farmer of Rs 75 lakh in
Bhiwandi in Thane district
after promising to get him
compensation for his land
which was acquired for
the Mumbai-Ahmedabad
bullet train project, a
police official said on
Friday. The rail authorities
sanctioned Rs 3.73 crore
as compensation to the
victim, after which the
accused met him and
sought Rs 75 lakh to get
50 per cent of the com-
pensation released into
his account immediately,
the official said.

Man killed
AAmmeetthhii  ((UUPP)):: An 18-year-
old man died in a collision
between two motorcycles
near Patiyariya village
here on Friday, police said.
Satyendra Kumar, a resi-
dent of Vishundaspur
Ramganj Bazar, was
returning from his aunt's
house when he met with
the accident, Amethi
Inspector-in-charge Arun
Kumar Dwivedi said.
Kumar died on the spot, he
said. The body has been
sent for post-mortem and
further legal action is
being taken, he added.

Drugs seized 
MMuummbbaaii:: The Customs
department on Friday
destroyed drugs worth
over Rs 1,500 crore at an
incineration facility, offi-
cials said. Mumbai
Customs Zone-III burnt
down the narcotic sub-
stances at the Mumbai
Waste Management
Limited at Taloja in Navi
Mumbai, he said. The
destroyed drugs included
9 kg of high-purity
cocaine and 198 kg of
methamphetamine (meth)
which were seized by the
Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence in Vashi, Navi
Mumbai, from a fruit con-
signment in October 2022,
the official said.

11-year-old killed
NNooiiddaa:: An 11-year-old boy
was killed and 27 other
passengers were injured
after a bus collided with a
truck in the Greater Noida
area here in the early
hours of Friday, police
said. The accident took
place when the Bihar-
bound bus crashed into the
Haryana-registered truck
on the Eastern Peripheral
Expressway near Ladpura
village in Kasna area, they
added. Of all the passen-
gers on the bus, which had
started from Punjab, 28
were hurt and were admit-
ted to a hospital, where
the boy succumbed to his
injuries, a senior police
officer said.
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Protesting wrestlers Vinesh
Phogat (R) and Sakshi Malik 
during a press conference, at
Jantar Mantar in New Delhi,

Friday, May 26.

New Delhi, May 26 (PTI):

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Friday ac-
cused the Congress of re-
ducing the ceremonial
sceptre Sengol, which will
be installed near the chair
of the speaker in the new
Parliament building, to a
"walking stick".

Amid the war of words
between the ruling and op-
position parties over the
inauguration of the new
Parliament building, Shah
said the Congress needs to
"reflect" on its behaviour
as he denounced the
party's claim that there
was no evidence of the
Sengol being a symbol of
transfer of power by the
British to India in 1947.

"Why does the Congress
party hate Indian tradi-
tions and culture so much?

A sacred Sengol was given
to Pandit Nehru by a holy
Saivite Mutt from Tamil
Nadu to symbolize India's
freedom but it was ban-
ished to a museum as a
'walking stick'," Shah
tweeted.

"Now, Congress has
heaped another shameful
insult. The
T h i r u v a d u t h u r a i
Adheenam, a holy Saivite
Mutt, itself spoke about
the importance of the
Sengol at the time of
India's freedom," he said.

Congress, he further
posted, is calling the
"Adheenam's history as
BOGUS! Congress needs to
reflect on their behav-
iour".

Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh on Friday claimed
there was no documented
evidence of Lord
Mountbatten, C
Rajagopalachari and
Jawaharlal Nehru describ-
ing the Sengol as a symbol
of transfer of power by the
British to India.

The Sengol will be in-
stalled near the Chair of
the Lok Sabha speaker
after the new Parliament
building is inaugurated by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday.

The event is being boy-
cotted by 20 Opposition
parties, including the
Congress.

New Delhi, May 26:

The BJP, armed with offi-
cial growth figures, came
all guns blazing against the
Congress's nine questions
for Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on his nine-
year tenure at the Centre.
Calling them "a bundle of
lies and a mountain of de-
ception", former minister
and top BJP leader Ravi
Shankar Prasad today said
he first thought of ignoring
it, but it's such a "big pack
of lies" that he felt it neces-
sary to set the record
straight.

"These questions, full of
frustration, have emerged
out of Congress's hatred for
PM Modi. These are not
questions arising out of
criticism, which they have
a right to do, but are the re-
sult of a pathological ha-
tred towards Narendra
Modi," Mr Prasad said.

They (Congress) have
questioned Covid "misman-
agement", the former
union minister fumed,
terming it "not just a lie,
but the height of
Congress's shamelessness".

They have questioned
the lockdown as well, even
when the entire world ac-
cepts that India's Covid
management was the best,
he said, citing various gov-
ernment efforts to contain
the pandemic. He said the
grand old party is free to

criticise, but questioned
why it was "weakening
India's resolve" using that.

"This is a huge disrespect
to the lakhs of service
workers -- doctors, nurses,
sanitation workers, and
ambulance drivers -- who
tried to save the country
during the Covid crisis. We
condemn this strongly," he
said.

Ravi Shankar Prasad
said he was 'amused' by
Congress's claim that
India's economy is in very
bad shape. The Indian econ-
omy was a part of the "frag-
ile five" during former PM
Manmohan Singh's tenure,
he pointed out, adding that
under PM Modi's nine
years at the helm, it is
among the top five globally.

The former minister
then highlighted figures
that he asserted indicated
massive growth in the
economy. "Indian economy

was 1 trillion dollars in
2014, it has now crossed 3.5
trillion dollars. India has
more than 50 lakh crore
forex reserves. India ex-
ported goods worth Rs 36
lakh crore, this was just Rs
19 lakh crore in 2014. It al-
most doubled," he said.

On price rise, Mr Prasad
countered by comparing
annual inflation figures
with top economies across
the globe.

"In April 2023, India's an-
nual inflation was 4.7 per
cent. In the US, it was 8.9,
Australia 8.5, France 17.5,
Sweden 21.2, and Germany
23.5," he said, adding that
this was despite the
Ukraine war 'dislocating'
the global supply chain, af-
fecting the entire world.

He then turned to ques-
tions on farmers. Citing
Minimum Support Price
figures, he said Congress
was lying about MSP.

New Delhi, May 26:

The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) has approached
the Delhi High Court, urging a
death sentence for Kashmiri
separatist leader Yasin Malik.
Previously sentenced to life
imprisonment by a trial court,
the NIA's plea for a death penal-
ty was rejected.
A bench comprising Justice
Siddharth Mridul and Justice
Talwant Singh of the Delhi High
Court will hear the NIA's plea on
Monday. In May 2022, Yasin
Malik, the chief of the Jammu
Kashmir Liberation Front (JKLF),
was convicted under relevant
sections of the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act in a
terror funding case and sen-
tenced to life imprisonment by a
Delhi court. Yasin Malik opted

not to contest the charges and
instead pleaded guilty.
Among those charged in the
case were Hafiz Muhammad
Saeed, Shabbir Ahmad Shah,
Salahuddin (chief of Hizbul
Mujahideen), Rashid Engineer,
Zahoor Ahmad Shah Watali,
Shahid-ul-Islam, Altaf Ahmad
Shah, Nayeem Khan, and Farooq
Ahmad Dar. The case pertains to
alleged acts of terrorism and
secessionist activities that dis-
rupted the Kashmir Valley in
2017. Yasin Malik was arrested
by the NIA in 2019 in connection
with the case.

Mathura, May 26:

In a significant develop-
ment, the Allahabad High
Court has assumed juris-
diction over all cases relat-
ed to the Shri Krishna
Janmabhoomi dispute.
The court has decided to
transfer the ongoing cases
from the lower court in
Mathura to itself.

The decision comes
after the high court re-
served its judgment on
May 3 following a petition
seeking the transfer of the
case. The petition, filed by
Bhagwan Shri Krishna
Virajman through their
counsel Ranjana

Agnihotri and seven oth-
ers, argued that the
Krishna Janmabhoomi
case in Mathura holds na-
tional importance and
should be heard in the
high court.

The respondents in the
case include the
Management Committee
of the Shahi Masjid Idgah
located adjacent to the
Krishna Janmabhoomi
temple, the Shree Krishna
Janmabhoomi Trust,
Katra Keshav Dev, Deeg
Gate, Mathura, and the
Shri Krishna Janma
Sthan Sewa Sansthan,
Katra Keshav Dev, Deeg
Gate, Mathura.

Manipur, May 26:

Amid the ongoing ten-
sions in Manipur, the
National Socialist Council
of Nagaland (Isak-Muivah)
or NSCN-IM, the largest in-
surgent group in the north-
east, has raised concerns
about the safety of "minori-
ty" tribal groups in the state.
In an official statement on
Thursday, the NSCN-IM de-
nounced the recent clashes
between the Meiteis and
Kukis in Manipur as "inhu-
man and detestable," and
called for the protection of
Naga tribes, including
Aimol, Chiru, Chothe,
Kharam, Koireng, and Kom.

They emphasized that these
tribes should not be ha-
rassed or mistreated by
their Meitei and Kuki coun-
terparts.

The NSCN-IM expressed
regret over the attack on
Kangathei village, a Kom
village, by Kuki militants,
which resulted in the vil-
lagers being forced to evacu-
ate. The Kom tribe is the
same tribe to which India's
world champion boxer Mary
Kom belongs. The insurgent
group warned that such acts
of violence would only exac-
erbate the situation and
urged for an immediate halt
to ensure humanity and
peaceful coexistence.

New Delhi, May 26 (PTI):

The Railways has caught
3.6 crore passengers travel-
ling on wrong tickets or
without one in 2022-23, a
jump of almost a crore from
the previous year, according
to an RTI reply.

Earlier, in 2019-2020, 1.10
crore people were caught
travelling without tickets or
with incorrect ones, in 2021-
22, the tally rose to 2.7 crore,
and in 2022-23, 3.6 crore. In
2020-21, the year the COVID-
19 pandemic broke out, the
figure stood at 32.56 lakh. In

response to the query under
the Right To Information
Act filed by Madhya
Pradesh-based activist
Chandra Shekhar Guar, the
national transporter also
presented data showing its
revenue generated from
such travellers soared in the
last three years. Its earnings
increased from Rs 152 crore
in 2020-21 to Rs 1,574.73
crore in 2021-22 and to Rs
2,260.05 crore in FY 2022-23,
according to the data. The
number of ticketless pas-
sengers caught by the
Railways in 2022-23 is high-

er than the population of
many small countries. If
caught, a ticketless passen-
ger has to pay a minimum
fine of Rs 250, along with
the actual cost of the ticket.
If someone refuses to pay
the fine or does not have the
money to do so, they are
handed over to the Railway
Protection Force (RPF) and
booked under Section 137 of
the Railways Act. The de-
faulter is then presented in
front of a magistrate, who
can fine him for as much as
Rs 1,000. In case the person
still does not want to pay the

fine, they may be jailed for
up to six months.
Passengers have, however,
complained about a de-
mand-supply mismatch in
train services. In fact, ac-
cording to the data provided
by the Railways, more than
2.7 crore passengers could
not board trains in 2022-23
despite buying tickets be-
cause they were wait-listed
indicating a shortage of
trains on busy routes in the
country. In the previous fis-
cal, the corresponding fig-
ure stood at 1.65 crore, as
per the data.

New Delhi, May 26 (PTI):

The BJP on Friday high-
lighted the achievements
of nine years of the NDA
government and said the
country has witnessed
"all-round development
and inclusive growth"
under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.

The nine years of the
Modi government were

dedicated to bring about
development, which is "in-
clusive, progressive and
sustainable", the party
said. Addressing the
media at an event organ-
ised here to mark the

ninth anniversary of the
National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) govern-
ment, BJP president J P
Nadda said India has seen
"all-round development
and inclusive growth"
under Modi. Nadda cited
the prime minister's
speech that he delivered
on his return from a three-
nation tour on Thursday
to assert that his govern-
ment has not only
strengthened India's roots,
but has also paid equal at-
tention to its growth and
development.

New Parliament building will make
every Indian proud: PM Modi

Shares video of
newly-constructed
complex

Inside view of the newly-constructed Lok Sabha that will be 
inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on May 28, at
Parliament house in New Delhi, Friday, May 26.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The Supreme Court on Friday refused to entertain a PIL
seeking a direction to the Lok Sabha Secretariat for  inauguration of
the new Parliament building by President Droupadi Murmu. A
bench of justices JK Maheshwari and PS Narasimha told petitioner
in-person advocate Jaya Sukin that the court understands why and
how this petition was filed and it is not inclined to entertain this
petition under Article 32 of the Constitution.  Sukin said under
Article 79, the president is the executive head of the country and
she should have been invited. He, however, said if the court does
not wish to entertain the petition, he be allowed to withdraw it.
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta, appearing for the Centre, said if the
petition is allowed to be withdrawn, then it will be filed in the high
court. The bench then dismissed the petition as withdrawn. The
petition said the respondents -- the Lok Sabha  Secretariat and the
Union of India -- are "humiliating" the president by not inviting her
for the inauguration. 

Ministry of Finance to launch a special Rs 75 coin to commemorate
the inauguration of the new Parliament building on 28th May. The
commemorative coin will also serve as a tribute to India celebrat-
ing 75 years of independence. One side of the coin will feature the
Lion Capital of the Ashoka Pillar, with the words "Satyamev Jayate"
below it.  The word "Bharat" will be written in Devanagari script on
the left side, and the word "India" in English on the right.

Supreme Court rejects PIL

Special Rs 75 coin to mark new Parl opening

NIA seeks death sentence
for Yasin Malik

Why does Congress ‘hate’ Indian
culture so much: Amit Shah

BJP slams Congress’s questions: Exposing lies and hatred

Ravi Shankar Prasad

LOCOMOTIVE PRIDE UNVEILED

Vande Bharat trains are being made at the manufacturing facility of the Integral
Coach Factory (ICF), in Chennai, Friday, May 26.

Allahabad HC takes over
Krishna Janmabhoomi Case

NSCN-IM urges protection of
Naga Tribes amid Manipur crisis

Rly penalised 3.6 crore ticketless passengers
in 2022-23, earned over Rs 2,200 crore: RTI

Modi’s India: Inclusive growth,
all-round development

BJP on 9 yrs 
of NDA govt
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Bhilai, May 26: The
Enforcement Department
and Land Section of the
Town Services
Department of Bhilai
Steel Plant took action
against three major en-
croachments in Sector 6
and Sector 10 of the town-
ship. About 40x60 square
feet of concrete construc-
tion on Street 83, Sector 06,
in which commercial ac-
tivity was being conduct-
ed, has been demolished.
Complaints were also
made by street residents in
the Collector Jandarshan
after which the Collector
has asked the
Enforcement Department
to take appropriate action.
Thereafter, the Estate
Court passed a decree and
an order was issued to re-
move the illegal construc-
tion. Action was taken to
demolish the building in

the presence of the
Executive Magistrate and
Police force. During the
anti-encroachment pro-
ceedings, the illegal en-
croachers tried to create a
scene, but due to the pres-

ence of heavy police force,
the demolition work was
conducted in a smooth
way. In another case, two
decrees were passed
against the illegal en-
croachment made at

Sector 10 where two car
and one motorcycle repair
garage were operated in
the parking lot in the A-
Market of Sector 10. These
illegal encroachments
were also demolished with
JCB in the presence of
Magistrate and police
force. About 100 police per-
sonnel, enforcement de-
partment, land depart-
ment employees, officers,
men and women security
guards and women labor-
ers conducted the demoli-
tion proceedings. The
Enforcement Department
of the BSP’s Town
Services Department will
crack down further on
land mafia and action
against illegal occupants
will continue. If needed,
legal action will also be
taken against land en-
croachers and illegal occu-
pants.

Illegal buildings demolished in Bhilai Township
Bhilai, May 26: Leaders
and members of INTUC,
CITU, AITUC, HMS, AICC-
TU, LOIMU Ispat Shramik
Manch and Steel Workers
Union jointly staged a
demonstration demanding
39 months arrears, night
shift allowance, house rent
allowance, quick decision
on other pending issues of
wage revision and wage re-
vision of contract workers.
They staged a protest on
Friday at Equipment
Square from 8:00 am to 9:00
am and warned the man-
agement that if their de-
mands are not fulfilled,
they will take tough steps
in the next phase.

It needs to be mentioned
here that a MoU was
signed on October 22, 2021,

for the wage revision of
SAIL workers, which
would come into effect
from January 1, 2017. The
SAIL management had
constituted a sub-commit-
tee and assured the union
leaders to complete the
wage settlement in three to
four months. Despite
protests, the SAIL manage-
ment unilaterally imposed
a ceiling on gratuity. Even
after 19 months of MoU, no
decision has been taken on

the issues including 39
months arrears of employ-
ees, night shift allowance,
house rent allowance and
other issues. The SAIL
management also consti-
tuted a sub-committee for
the wages of the contract
workers, but till date the
wage revision of the con-
tract workers has not been
done. Resentment among
the workers is rising day
by day due to delay in final-
isation of these issues.

Eight trade unions of
Bhilai jointly staged a
demonstration on Friday
to make the top authorities
aware about the growing
resentment. Describing
this move of the manage-
ment as an act of provok-
ing the workers, the union
leaders warned the SAIL
management that if a deci-
sion on these demands is
not taken by convening a
meeting of NJCS at the
earliest, then in the next
phase, the trade unions
will make an aggressive
move. After the demon-
stration, the joint union
handed over the memoran-
dum addressed to the SAIL
Chairman to Vikas
Chandra, Deputy General
Manager, IR Department.

Joint TUs stage demonstration
for early wage revision

BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaayy  2266:: Durg Rural MLA
and Home & Public Works
Department Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu inaugurated
the first Chaupati and Pauni
Pasari of Municipal
Corporation Risali. The
Minister also distributed iden-
tity cards issued by the
Municipal Corporation. On the
occasion, the Minister also per-
formed Bhumipujan of works
worth Rs 2.91 crore.

Sahu said that he has been
seeing Maroda for the last 45
years and today the picture of
Maroda has changed. In the
labour-dominated area, RMC
has prepared the first Chaupati
of the corporation to promote
the business of the retail
traders. Along with this, Pauni
Pasari has been prepared for

the roadside vendors. After the
constitution of Risali
Corporation, efforts have been
made for development in every
field. The Home Minister inau-
gurated Pauni Pasari market
established by Risali Municipal
Corporation under the govern-
ment’s scheme. The
Corporation has allotted the
platform of Pauni Pasari to the
local people. Expressing their
gratitude, the vegetable ven-
dors weighed the Home
Minister with vegetables and
distributed the vegetables
among common people.

After inaugurating the Pauni
Pasari market, the Home
Minister interacted with retail
vegetable traders. He pur-
chased drumsticks, cucumber,
tomato and vegetables from
the vegetable vendors in Pauni
Pasari market.

Mayor Shashi Sinha,
Speaker Keshav Banchore,
State Congress Committee
General Secretary Jitendra
Sahu, Mayor in Council mem-
bers Chandrabhan Singh
Thakur, Govind Chaturvedi,
Anup Dey, Sanir Sahu, Sonia
Dewangan, Chandraprakash

Singh Nigam, Ishwari,
Parmeshwar, Block Congress
Committee President Mukund
Bhau, Corporators Rekha Devi,
Mamta Sinha, Vinay Netam,
Gajendri Kothari, Doman Lal
Barle, Seema Sahu, Sarita
Dewangan, Vilas Borkar,
Jamuna Thakur, Zaheer Abbas,
Anil Kumar, Alderman Sandhya
Verma, Sangita Singh, Shishir
Sahu, Ajit Yadav, Santu Das,
Mohd. Nizam and others were
present.

Home Minister performed
Bhumipujan and inaugurated
the works including Ward 18

electrification near Durga
Mandir worth Rs 4.20 lakh,
Ward 19 Indira Chowk to Vijay
Chowk electrification worth Rs
8.40 lakh, Umarpoti Road pond
beautification with Rs 16.58
lakh, Garden construction near
Patel Para Anganwadi worth Rs
3.89 lakh, Ward 21 Minimata
Anganwadi Center 9 incom-
plete building completed by Rs
3 lakh, Bajrang Para dilapidat-
ed Anganwadi building dis-
mantled and reconstructed
with Rs 7 lakh, pond construc-
tion worth Rs 6.18 lakh, con-
struction of Anganwadi build-
ing in Ward 16, Maroda
Chaupati in Ward 20, pauni-
pasari, square beautification,
Station Maroda Garden con-
struction, Shankarpara pond
renovation, Garden construc-
tion near Ward 32 Dussehra
Maidan, Garden construction
near Jalaram Chowk, Ward 30
Garden construction next to
Sai temple, etc.

Home Minister weighed with vegetables
 Chaupati 

and Pauni Pasari
inaugurated in Risali

BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaayy  2266::  

In the context of World
Environment Day on June 05,
2023, Hemchand Yadav
University, Durg is organising
an essay competition for stu-
dents and common citizens.
The theme of this competition
has been kept “Environmental
Management in Chhattisgarh”.
This competition is being
organised for two groups. In
the first group, regular stu-
dents and research scholars of
colleges affiliated to the
University will be included and
in the second group any
denizen from the 07 districts
under Durg division- Durg,
Rajnandgaon, Kabirdham,
Bemetara, Balod, Khairagarh-
Chhuikhadan-Gandai, Mohla-
Manpur-Ambagarh Chowki can
participate. Giving this infor-
mation, Dr Prashant
Shrivastava, Dean, Student

Welfare, Hemchand Yadav
University (HYU) informed
that the last date for participa-
tion in this competition has
been kept on June 01, 2023 at
17:00 hrs.

Dr Srivastava further
revealed that an expert com-
mittee will be constituted by
the Vice-Chancellor of the uni-
versity to select the winners of
the essay competition. The
decision given by the selection
committee will be final and
binding. No question mark of
any kind can be put on this. In
case of any dispute related to
the essay competition, the
decision of the Vice-
Chancellor of Hemchand
Yadav University (HYU), Durg
will be final and binding. The
participant of the essay com-
petition should send a hand-
written essay of maximum
1000 words and minimum 600
words on A4 size blank or lin-

ing paper (Hindi/English) in
the language (Hindi/English)
by 17:00 hrs on June 01, 2023,
to the University’s email id
events@durguniversity.ac.in.
Participant has to send the
essay in soft copy only, there is
no need to send hardcopy to
the university. This essay com-
petition is completely free for
all.

To make essay writing effec-
tive, participants can also use
shadow pictures related to the
subject in between essays.
Commenting on any religion,
community, caste, or any par-
ticular person or any political
party etc in the essay will be
completely prohibited. If found
so, the entry of the concerned
participant will be cancelled.
05-05 winners in both the
groups will be rewarded by the
university. There is no age
limit for the participants of this
essay competition.

HYU to organise essay competition
on environmental management 
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Raipur, May 26: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
left for Delhi in the morn-
ing and reached there in
the afternoon and attend-
ing a private programme,
would take night halt
today. He paid courtesy
call on AICC National
President Mallikarjun
Kharge in Delhi. It is no-
table here that meeting of
CM and PCC Chief has
been called in Delhi in con-
text of the forthcoming VS
elections and this meeting
will be held on May 27 and
28 On May 29, CM Baghel
would be attending the

NITI Aayog meeting to be
held in Vigyan Bhavan, in
Delhi. In this meeting PM
Narendra Modi and Home
Minister Amit Shah will
be present and CM is ex-
pected to meet both of
them. In this day-long
meeting, Chief Ministers
of all the states have been
called. This meeting of
NITI Aayog is held once in
a year. In this the states
submits achievements of

last FY and planning for
next FY 2023-24; sanctions
of schemes and projects
pending at the Centre; and
demands Revenue. On this
the states put forth their
demands and CM Bhupesh
Baghel’s number is 5th in
the list. In this meeting
along with CM Baghel,
ACS Subrata Sahoo and
Finance Secretary Ankit
Anand will also be 
present.

CM pays courtesy call to
AICC National President

EVERY DROP COUNTS

With summer at its peak, the passengers are thronging the water booth at the 
railway station to quench their thirst here on Friday.

Raipur, May 26: The
Union Public Service
Commission (UPSC) pub-
lished the final results of
CSE (Main) 2022 on
Tuesday, 23rd May 2023,
which saw a yet another
remarkable performance
from various alumnus of
NIT Raipur. Aakash
Shrishrimal (Civil, batch
of 2019) obtained an All
India Rank of 267, Divya
Pant (Chemical, batch of
2015) secured AIR 272, and
Yash Kumar Jain

(Metallurgy, batch of 2017)
got AIR 753.

Aakash, speaking earli-
er, said he wasn’t initially
inclined towards civil
services in college, but
doing a rural landscape
project in his hometown
Kawardha changed that,
and led him to believe that
he could help bring about
change. He said he was
uniform in his efforts, re-
formed his methods and
delivered at the right
time. He advised aspi-
rants to not overthink
about the end outcome,
and to eliminate distrac-
tions. This is the second

time Aakash cleared the
exam. He got into the
Indian Police Service in
his first attempt, and
chooses to continue there.

Divya Pant, struggling
to find her place in the
corporate world, wanted
to do something tangible
and make an impact. She
took a leap of faith, quit
her job and started
preparing for the exam.
She wasn’t able to clear
prelims in the first at-
tempt, got into the Indian
Postal Service in the sec-
ond attempt, and finally
secured an excellent rank
in the third attempt.

Remembering her excit-
ing journey, she thanked
her family and friends for
cheering her up through-
out, and emphasised the
importance of keeping
faith in oneself. She also
advised aspirants to avoid
making their preparation
too convoluted, and to re-
member that UPSC is just
a part of life and not the
whole of it.

NIT Raipur congratu-
lates these achievers for
clearing the prestigious
and demanding exam,
and wishes them All the
Best for their future en-
deavours.

NIT Raipur Alumni shine in Civil Services Examination
Public & Media
Relations Cell

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  2266::  The state gov-
ernment has issued fresh post-
ing orders to SPs of 12 districts
in the state including that of
Surguja, Durg and Bemetara. In
this list the additional SPs too
have been affected. As per the
list issued, SP Kabidham- Lal
Umed Singh has been appoint-
ed as SP of Balrampur district;
SP of Bemetara- I Kalyan
Elesela as SP of District
Surajpur; SP Manendragarh-

Chirmiri –Bharatpur TR
Koshima as Commandant 2nd
Battalion CAF, Sakri,Bilaspur;
SP Surajpur- Ram Krishna Sahu
as Commandant 13th
Battalion- CAF, Korba; SP Durg-
Abhishekh Pallav as SP
Kabirdham; SP Balrampur
Mohit Garg as Commandant
19th Battalion CAF Jagdalpur;
SP Surguja- Bhavana Gupta as
SP –District Bemetara.

Further in the list, SP Kanker

Salah K Sinha has been trans-
ferred as SP Durg; SP
Kondaagon- Divyang Kumar
Lalji Bhai Patel as SP Kanker;
SP Dantewada Siddharth
Tiwari as SP District
M a n e n d ra g a r h - C h i r m i r i -
Bharatpur; SP Sukma Sunil
Sharma as SP District Surguja;
Addl. SP (Operations) District
Sukma Chavhan Kiran
Gangaram as SP Sukma;SP dis-
trict Mohana-Manpur-

Ambagarh Chowki- Yeduvalli
Akshay Kumar as SP
Kondagaon; Addl. SP Raipur-
Gaurav Rampravesh Rai as SP
Dantewada; Addl.SP Kanker
Ratna Singh as SP District
Mohala-Manpur- Ambagarh
chowki.

Upper Secretary Manoj
Shrivastava has issued orders
in this regard and information
has been given through CMO’s
official Twitter handle.

Twelve SPs, 3 Addl. SPs given fresh posting

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 26: Three
foreign citizens were
nabbed by the Raipur po-
lice from Delhi on
charges of fraud worth
crores from women
through social media.

The accused used to
make fake ID in their
matrimonial sites and
then slowly wins the con-
fidence of women having
WhatsApp chat with
them and then target
them of financial fraud
in the name of sending
them costly gifts. The
amount of this gift they
used to take in different

bank accounts.
In this case a woman

from Raipur had filed a
report in Pandri Thana
that she has been cheated
of Rs 13.55 lakh and on
which the Raipur police
took prompt action and
nabbed all the three for-
eign citizens from Delhi.
The accused are having
total of 19 cases filed

against them in AP,
Guajrat, Haryana,
K a r n a t a k a ,
Maharashtra, TN and
Telangana. The name of
three accused are-
Emnual and Polinus orig-
inally from Nigeria and
Augustine Benin is from
India. Emanual S/o
Nebuaf (33), R/o Nigeria
and present address is
House and Gali No. 8,
Sainik Vihar Colony,
Mohan Garden, Thaan
Ranhola Delhi; The sec-
ond accused is Polinus
S/o Afzor (34), R/o
Nigeria and present loca-
tion is same as above and
third is Augustine Bein,
S/o Ododeh (49), R/o
same as above.

Three foreign citizens nabbed in fraud case
With woman win-
ning confidence
thru WhatsApp
chats and taking
money in the name
of gifts

Have got 19 cases in
four-five different
states

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  2266:: Sanjeevani Cancer
Care Foundation organized an
awareness program to spread
awareness among people about
the benefits of Integrative Holistic
Oncology in cancer care. Founder
of Sanjeevani Cancer Care
Foundation and Surgical
Oncologist Dr. Yousuf Memon, Dr.
Arpan Chaturmohta,
Ophthalmologist & Holistic Health
Consultant Dr. Anil Gupta, Dr.

Vikas Goyal, Dr. Diwakar Pandey,
Dr. Rakesh Mishra, Dr. Aniket
Thoke, Dr. Sanskriti Singh, Dr.
Smriti Singh, Dr. Narendra Pandey,
Dr. Chauhan and residents of the
area participated in the awareness
event.

Dr. Yousuf  Memon, Director
Sanjeevani CBCC Cancer Hospital
Raipur and  Dr. Anil Kumar Gupta,
Founder-Director, Positive Health
Zone Raipur together have taken a

unique initiative for the treatment
and prevention of cancer disease,
with integrative holistic approach
to cancer care which in the coming
times will become a major factor
and will prove to be a milestone in
the field of comprehensive health
care. Addressing the scribes here
Dr. Yousuf Memon shared that
nowadays apart from cancer fac-
tors like tobacco, gutka, there are
chances of getting cancer due to
problems in daily routine, diet,
lifestyle and stress. He shared that
Pranayama, Yoga, healthy
lifestyle, balanced diet play an
important role in cancer preven-
tion. Dr. Anil Gupta shared that
Holistic oncology, means holistic
care of a person’s mind, brain,
body and spirit. At Integrative
Oncology, we have integrated tra-
ditional Indian systems of medi-
cine Ayurveda, Naturopathy, Yoga
and Meditation with modern-west-
ern systems like allopathy energy
therapy, lifestyle therapy and diet
therapy etc. Dr. Arpan

Chaturmohta told about preven-
tion of cancer, prevention of can-
cer recurrence after treatment,
better management of side effects
during chemo and radiotherapy,
enhancing body’s internal healing
power and immunity to fight can-
cer in a better way, cancer
patients and Mental, emotional
and spiritual support to his family
are the benefits of integrative
oncology. Integrated Holistic
Pathy, Dr. Smriti Singh explains
Allopathy for cancer diagnosis and
accurate treatment, Ayurveda for
lifestyle improvement,
Panchkarma body detox, Immune
system strengthening,
Naturopathy for diet management,
Yoga and meditation, Life Energy
healing, quantum medicine and
bio-fieldology for balancing ener-
gy and healing, Neuro Linguistic
Programming (NLP) for counseling
and stress management of
patients and family members, etc.
are the salient features of
Integrated Holistic Pathy.

Holistic Oncology a unique initiative by Sanjeevani 
Cancer Hospital in Cancer treatment

Left to right: Dr.Smriti Singh, Dr.Narendra Pandey,
Dr.Yousuf Memon, Dr.Anil  Gupta, Dr.Arpan Chaturmohata
and Dr.Sanskriti Singh addressing the media persons on
Friday here.

Meeting in context
VS polls on May 
27-28

To attend NITI
Aayog meeting on
May 29

Raipur, May 26: The
winning with thumping
majority in the
Karnataka Assembly
polls, lot of self-confi-
dence has been developed
in Congress party and
they are anticipating the
same results in the next
LS polls as well. In this re-
gard, CM Baghel made a
big claim saying that UPA
would win more than 300
votes in the LS 2024 polls.

It is  notable here that
in the 2019 LS polls,
Congress was reduced to
just 52 seats. According
to EC statistics, Congress
had fielded its candidates
in 412 LS seats.

Prior to the LS polls,
there is VS poll in the
Chhattisgarh state and
the CM Bhupesh
Baghel’s government is
going to complete its five
year term this December
end. The party claims
that this time also the
people of the state would

vote them to power and
they would form the gov-
ernment.

As per Election
Commission statistics, in
2018 Congress emerged
as the biggest party win-
ning 68 VS seats out of
total 90 VS seats and the
BJP was limited to just 15
VS seats. In addition to
this, Mayawati’s BSP
won two VS seats and
JCC-J of Ajit Jogi won
five seats in the VS polls.
But Congress has main-
tained its winning streak
in the last five VS by-polls
in the last four years as
well and are in majority
in most of the Municipal
corporations and other
urban and rural bodies
in the state.

Cong to win 300 LS seats
in 2024 LS polls: CM

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  2266::  Bharatiya Janta
Party (BJP) has started register-
ing is strong presence in capital
city before the VS polls. On Friday,
former Minister Rajesh Munat
gheraoed Zone No.-7 of RMC near
Agrasen Chowk and staged a
massive demonstration. It is
notable here that under leader-
ship of Munat, BJP is raising the
issues and problems being faced
by the people of capital city and is
registering gherao of all Zone
offices of RMC. Munat informed
that the gherao and protest in all
four zones of Raipur (West)
Vidhan Sabha is in progress and

BJP would continue to register
protest on various issues in the
form of public movement. There
are large number of issues per-
taining to local citizens which are
pending in RMC and there is no
solution in the immediate site.
Digging has been done in all the
lanes and by-lanes in the entire
city ad the roads have not being
repaired and unorganised city and
uneven roads and dust on the
roads is common site all over the
capital city and the RMC officials
and employees are just taking it
lightly. Munat charged that the
RMC Zone Commissioner office
and even the Commissioner too is
working as agents of Congress
and their party (Cong) follows
only one sentence ‘Aao Hajari
Lagaoo, commission pao or le jao’.

(come give presence, and take
away commission).

The Zone Office NO. 7 was
gheraoed  under leadership of for-
mer Minister Rajesh Munat here
on Friday and they staged sit-ini
amidst the dharna venue outside
the office. Along with BJP leaders,
the local citizens too actively par-
ticipated in this dharna and raised
slogans in protest against RMC
and its administration. BJP work-
ers reached along with a mosquito
net in the dharna today to protest
against increase in mosquito and
dengue menace. During ithis
Meenal Choubey and other party
workers staged protest sitting
inside the mosquito net and raised
slogans in protest. The eight
points on which the dharna was
staged included demand to take

back user-charges; streamline
cleanliness; solve mosquito men-
ace; improve upon drinking water
system; destitute pension; perma-
nent lease; massive mismanage-
ment of tenders and below-stan-
dard construction works and
repair of dig-up roads and lanes in
capital city. Among those who
participated in the dharna includ-
ed BJP district President Jayanti
Patel, RMC leader of Opposition
Meenal Choubey, Prafulla
Vishwakarma, Dubey Satyam, Dua
Omkar Bais, Amit Meshari, Rahul
Rai, Bhupendra Thakur, Preetam
Thakur, Anil Sonkar, Sriniwas Rao,
Mritunjay Dubey, Sunil
Chandrakar, Deepak Jaiswal,
Bholaram Sahu, Purshottam
Dewangan, Gopi Sahu, Dinesh
Sharma and others were present.

Munat gherao RMC’s Zone No. 7 office
Adopts novel way 
of protest within
mosquito net
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Jagdalpur, May 26: 

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel unveiled the statue
of Chhattisgarh Mahtari
in the premises of the
Collectorate office in
Jagdalpur. He adorned the
statue of Chhattisgarh
Mahtari with a garland
and paid reverence to her.
This district office holds
the distinction of being
the first in the division to
house the statue of
Chhattisgarh Mahtari.

After the unveiling cere-
mony, Chief Minister
Baghel stated that
Chhattisgarh Mahtari rep-
resents the identity, self-re-
spect, and pride of
Chhattisgarh. He empha-
sized that installing the
statues of Chhattisgarh
Mahtari in all districts
will help people learn
about the state’s culture. It
is our mission to provide
future generations with
ample opportunities to un-

derstand and appreciate
our local festivals and folk
traditions. He further
highlighted that the gov-
ernment is working dili-
gently to promote the
state’s culture. Traditional
festivals such as Teeja-
Pora, Akti, Hareli, and
Chher-Chhera are organ-

ized on a large scale.
Today, Bore-Basi is
renowned throughout the
nation, and initiatives like
the Tribal Dance Festival,
Rejuvenation of Devgudi,
and Adivasi Parab
Samman Nidhi have
brought honour to the trib-
al communities.

Minister of Industries
Kawasi Lakhma, Bastar
MP Deepak Baij, President
of Bastar Development
Authority Lakheshwar
Baghel, Vice President of
Bastar Development
Authority Vikram
Mandavi, Parliamentary
Secretary Rekhchand
Jain, MLA Narayanpur
Chandan Kashyap,
Former MP Nand Kumar
Sai, Mayor Shafira Sahu,
Chairperson of Municipal
Corporation Kavita Sahu,
Vice-Chairman of
Indravati Basin
Development Authority
Rajeev Sharma, Chairman
of Renewable Energy
Authority Mithilesh
S w a r n a k a r ,
Commissioner Shyam
Dhawde, IG Sundarraj P.,
Collector Vijay Dayaram
K, Senior Superintendent
of Police Jitendra Meena
and other public represen-
tatives were present on the
occasion.

Ch’garh Mahtari is a symbol of state’s
identity, self-respect, and pride: CM

CM Baghel unveils the statue of Ch’garh Mahtari at the Collectorate

Bilaspur, May 26:
Ministry of Railways has
formulated a new policy
for modernization of sta-
tions called “ Amrit Bharat
Station ” scheme .Under
the Amrit Bharat Station
Scheme , continuous devel-
opment of stations has
been envisioned from a
long-term perspective .
This plan is long-term
master according to the
needs of the station It is
based on the preparation
of the plan and the imple-
mentation of the elements
of the master plan . With
this plan , 1275 railway sta-
tions of the country will be
modernized and developed
. 49 stations of South East
Central Railway are in-
cluded under the Amrit
Bharat Station Scheme . It
includes Bilaspur ,
Raigarh , Baradwar ,
Champa , Naila , Aklatara ,

Korba , Uslapur , Pendra
Road , Baikunthpur Road ,
Ambikapur , Anuppur ,
Shahdol , Umaria , Bijuri ,
Brajrajnagar . , Belpahar ,
Anuppur , Shahdol ,
Umaria , Durg , Bhilai
Power House , Bhilai ,
Balod , Dalli Rajhara ,
Bhanupratappur , Sarona ,
Maroda , Mandir Hassaud
, Urkura , Bhilai Nagar ,
Bilha , Nipania ,
Bhatapara , Hathband ,
Tilda Newra , Raipur ,
Balaghat , Chandafort ,
Chhindwara , Gondia ,
Rajnandgaon ,
Dongargarh , Bhandara
Road , Nainpur , Itwari ,
Kamthi , Mandlafort ,
Sewni , Tumsar Road ,
Vadsa , Amgaon  etc. sta-
tions are included . These
stations include 30 in
Chhattisgarh , 9 in Madhya
Pradesh , 8 in
Maharashtra and more 2
stations of Odisha are in-
cluded . This plan  is based
on the preparation of a
long-term master plan ac-
cording to the needs of the
station and the implemen-

tation of the elements of
the master plan . Under
this, continuous develop-
ment of stations has been
envisioned from a long -
term perspective . Its pur-
pose is to provide mini-
mum necessary facilities
at railway stations A mas-
ter plan has to be prepared
to increase the facilities . It
will be implemented in a
phased manner with a tar-
get . Along with the intro-
duction of new facilities at
the station , the old facili-
ties will also be upgraded .

Under the Amrit Bharat
Station scheme , South
East Central  Railway will
try to improve all those im-
portant passenger - centric
aspects. This mainly in-
volves improving access to
stations , free Wi-Fi , im-
proving areas such as wait-
ing rooms and toilets.
Attention will also be
given to better information
system for passengers at
stations , such arrange-
ments are also included in
this master plan . Apart
from this, the roads will be

widened by removing un-
wanted structures near the
station . Standardized sig-
nage , footpaths and well-
planned parking areas.
Women and disabled peo-
ple are also taken care of
in this scheme . Adequate
number of toilets for
women and disabled per-
sons will be constructed at
stations of all categories .
Under this plan , high -
level platforms will be con-
structed at all categories of
stations . Stations etc. will
be equipped  with local art
and cultural elements to
provide a pleasant experi-
ence for the passengers
.All these tasks are com-
pleted with the help of
skilled professionals will
be  done. The main objec-
tive of the Amrit Bharat
Station Scheme  is to mod-
ernize important stations
of the South East Central
Railway and increase pas-
senger - centric facilities .
Along with the introduc-
tion of new facilities in the
stations , the  old facilities
will also be developed 

Rejuvenation of railway stations 
under Amrit Bharat Station Scheme
 1275 stations marked

for modernisation
 Includes  49 stations 

of SECR 

Bilaspur (Lara), May 26:

Ashwini Kumar
Tripathy, RED (WR-II &
OS) interacted with the
participants of Girl
Empowerment Mission
programme and their
guardians at Lara on May
24. Addressing the gath-
ering  Tripathy said,
GEM programme is a
very good CSR initiative
of NTPC Limited, de-
signed for holistic devel-
opment of girl child of
nearby villages of NTPC
Power Stations. It is a
very good residential pro-
gramme for better utiliza-
tion of summer vacation.
With refreshment of reg-
ular course curriculum,
other extracurricular ac-
tivities like, yoga, sports
and games, art, dance,
acting, self-defense, and
computer is taught to the
children.

As a Corporate Social
R e s p o n s i b i l i t y -
Community Development
activity, GEM is being
conducted at Lara from
17 May to 12 June 2023
comprising of 40 girl chil-

dren in the age group of
10-11 years from 9 sur-
rounding villages are
participating in this resi-
dential workshop being
organized by NTPC Lara
in township. It is a four
weeklong free of cost res-
idential training pro-

gramme. Expert trainer
from Hero Mind Mine is
providing training to the
children. After four
weeks of training, the

children will present
their learnings in the
valedictory function.

Girl Empowerment
Mission (GEM) is a flag-

ship Corporate Social
Responsibility initiative
of NTPC Limited, fo-
cused on the development
of girl child of rural area
reading in the govern-
ment schools of nearby
NTPC projects and sta-
tions.

In the year 2018, as a
pilot project this pro-
gramme was conducted
at NTPC Vindhyachal sta-
tion. Now this initiative
has spread to all projects
and stations of NTPC
Limited across the coun-
try.

On this occasion Uma
Tripathy, President
(Arpita Mahila Samiiti,
WR-II), Diwakar
Kaushik, Executive
Director (Lara), Akhilesh
Singh, GM (Operation &
Maintenance), Rajeev
Ranjan, GM (Fuel
M a n a g e m e n t ) ,
Samarendra Kumar Roy,
GM(Operation), Ravi
Shankar, GM (Project
Construction), Kanhaiya
Das, AGM (HR), office
bearer of Prerita Mahila
Samiti children and their
parents were present.

RED (WR-II & OS) interacted with guardians and GEM participants 
 At Lara

Posting of 
newly-appointed Asst
Directors of the DPES

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  2266:: Ten newly-
appointed Assistant Directors
of the Department of Planning
and Economic Statistics have
been posted in various offices
in the state. The list includes
Mr. Rahul Rajput who has
been posted to the Directorate
of Economics and Statistics,
Nava Raipur, Atal Nagar, Mr.
Debojit Das to the District
Planning and Statistics Office
Koriya, Ms. Shivani Shukla to
District Office Dantewada, Mr.
Sagar Sahu to District Office
Durg, Mr. Vikas Dhruv to
District Office Balodabazar
Bhatapara, Mr. Mukesh
Thakur to District Office
Balod, Mr. Rupesh Kumar Nag
to the Directorate of
Economics and Statistics Nava
Raipur, Mr. Dinesh Kumar
Dewangan to District Office
Bastar, and Mr. Venkatesh
Marval to District Office
Balrampur. The aforemen-
tioned officers have been
posted until the next order
with the salary matrix level
56100 and a timely dearness
allowance for a probationary
period of 3 years.

Bilaspur, May 26: A lec-
ture was organized by the
Rajbhasha Cell on the
topic ‘Bharatiyata and
Sapre ji’ in the Rajat
Jayanti Sabhagar of Guru
Ghasidas Vishwavidyalaya
(a Central University) on
May at 11.30 a.m. on 25
May, 2023. The main speak-
er of the program was Dr.
Sushil Trivedi, Chairman,
Madhav Rao Sapre
Research Center and the
event was presided over by
Honorable Vice-
Chancellor of the
University, Professor Alok
Kumar Chakrawal.

Presiding over the lec-
ture, Vice-Chancellor of
the University, Professor
Alok Kumar Chakrawal re-
called the contribution of
Madhav Rao Sapre in na-
tion building and said that
teachers have always been
devoted to nation building.
He added, “Instead of re-
ferring to others, we
should do such work that

people refer to us. Our ded-
ication and sacrifices
today will play an impor-
tant role in the building
and upliftment of the na-
tion tomorrow”. Professor
Chakrawal reminded all to
perform their duties hon-
estly and sincerely. Dr.
Sushil Trivedi, Chairman,
Madhav Rao Sapre
Research Center, Raipur
said that the renowned
writer Makhanlal
Chaturvedi has referred to
the period from 1900 to 1920
in Hindi literature as
Dwivedi and Sapre era.
Madhav Rao Sapre worked
to spread the spirit of na-

tionalism in the society
through journalism.
Earlier, the program start-
ed with lighting of the
lamp and garlanding the
idols of Maa Saraswati
and Baba Ghasidas. The
guests on the stage were
welcomed by presenting
books. Rajbhasha Adikari,
Mr. Akhilesh Tiwari deliv-
ered the welcome address.
Special guest, Dr. Sudhir
Sharma, Secretary of
Madhav Rao Sapre
Research Center, Raipur
also presented his views.
The guests were honored
by presenting mementos.
In the end, vote of thanks
was delivered by the
Registrar Prof. Manish
Srivastava and the pro-
gram was conducted by
Shri T.P. Singh, Assistant
Registrar Academic
Section. Deans, heads of
departments, officers and
teachers of various
schools were present in the
programme.

Teachers have always been 
dedicated to nation building: V-C

Lecture series on Madhav Rao Sapre organized in CU

Raipur, May 26:

In a national workshop
organized under the aegis
of the Department of
Forest and Climate
Change in Raipur, detailed
discussions were held on
various measures for soil
and moisture conserva-
tion on Wednesday.
Officials from the forest
departments of different
states, central teams, and
forestry experts from the
country participated in
the discussions focused on
conserving and preserv-
ing natural resources.

Addressing the pro-
gramme, PCCF  V Srinivas
Rao highlighted the rapid
implementation of the
Narva Development
Program in Chhattisgarh
for land and water conser-
vation. He mentioned that
the ambitious ‘Narva
Development Program’ of
the state government in
Chhattisgarh has success-
fully revived 6,395 canals
located in forest areas be-
sides treating and reviving
an area of 22.92 lakh

hectares. Presentations
were made during the
workshop to showcase
these achievements and
discussions were held on
various methods of the
Narva Development
Program.

In his address,
Chhattisgarh State Minor
Forest Produce
Association Managing
Director Anil Rai high-
lighted that Chhattisgarh
is a region abundant in
forests, offering immense
possibilities for generat-
ing income from forest-
based products.
Considering this, the state
is procuring 65 types of
Minor Forest Produce

(MFPs) at support price
and engaging in their
value addition and pro-
cessing, in accordance
with the directives of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel.

Following the value ad-
dition, these forest-based
products are being sold
through C-Mart, providing
employment opportuni-
ties and ensuring income
for the people living in the
forest regions. He also
mentioned the effective
implementation of the
Millet Mission in
Chhattisgarh.

Heaping praise on
Mukhyamantri Vriksh
Sampada Yojana, APCCF

Arun Pandey highlighted
its role in promoting the
plantation of fruit-bearing
trees and contributing to
the expansion of forest
cover in alignment with
the Chief Minister’s vi-
sion. He shared that tree
plantation will be done on
nearly 36,000 acres, in ac-
cordance with the set tar-
get.

He also mentioned the
special interest shown by
farmers in this scheme,
with over 20,000 farmers
already registered under
the scheme in the state.
However, more than 23,000
beneficiaries have ex-
pressed their consent to
participate in tree planta-

tion on approximately
36,000 acres of private land
under the scheme.

Under the scheme, inter-
ested landowners of all so-
cial classes will be eligible
to avail of its benefits.
Additionally, government,
semi-government, and au-
tonomous institutions
seeking to undertake plan-
tation activities on their
own land will also be eligi-
ble. Similarly, private edu-
cational institutions,
trusts, non-governmental
organizations, panchayats,
and land leaseholders in-
terested in conducting tree
plantations on their land
will be considered eligible.
The primary objective of

the scheme is to promote
commercial tree planta-
tions throughout the state.

Forestry experts and of-
ficials from various states
shared insights on ground-
water conservation initia-
tives undertaken in their
respective states.

The workshop also high-
lighted the use of geoinfor-
matics in resource man-
agement.

This technology proves
highly beneficial for map-
ping forest areas, deter-
mining boundaries, and
selecting suitable loca-
tions for constructing
water structures under-
ground water conserva-
tion programmes.
National CAMPA
Authority CEO Subhash
Chandra expressed his
views on soil and water
conservation during the
workshop. The workshop
provided information on
the Van Dhan Yojana, tree
plantation, and LiDAR
technology, and extensive
discussions were held on
soil and water conserva-
tion measures.

Raipur hosts National Workshop on Soil and Water Conservation
 National Workshop

on Soil and Water
Conservation

 Workshop sheds
light on strategies
for effective 
soil and moisture
conservation

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  2266::  An apex com-
mittee meeting, presided over
by the Principal Secretary Mr.
Amitabh Jain, on the state’s
water and cleanliness mission
concluded in the Mantralay
Mahanadi Bhawan yesterday.
In the meeting, detailed dis-
cussions were held on work
executed under water supply
schemes in accordance with
the Jal Jeevan Mission and the
Annual Action Plan 2023–24.
The Principal Secretary gave
instructions to the officers for
the continuous monitoring of
schemes under the Jal Jeevan
Mission that have been com-
pleted. The Additional Chief
Secretary to the Chief

Minister, Mr. Subrat Sahoo,
also attended the meeting. In
the meeting, approval was
granted for the proposal to
make amendments in pre-bids
on the tenders invited for
group water supply schemes,
according to the vendors’ sug-
gestions.

The Director of Jal Jeevan
Mission Alok Katiyar, Mission
Director of Swachha Bharat
Mission  Effat Ara, and the offi-
cers of the Finance
Department, Department of
Public Health Engineering, and
Department of Public Relations
were present during the meet-
ing, which was conducted
through video conferencing.

Apex Committee 
Meeting on Water and Cleanliness

Mission concludes

Bemetara, May 26: Jhiram
Tribute Day was observed at the
Collectorate in Bemetara, where
heartfelt tributes were paid to the
public representatives senior offi-
cials, and soldiers of the security
forces who lost their lives in the
tragic incident at Jhiram Valley
of Bastar. District Collector Shri
Padum Singh Alma, adminis-
tered an oath to the officers and
employees, urging them to
strongly oppose all forms of
Naxalism and violence and work
towards making Chhattisgarh a

symbol of peace once again.
Additional Collector Dr. Anil
Bajpai and Shri Chhannu Lal
Markande, Deputy Collectors
Shri Dhanraj Markam, Shri
Bhupendra Joshi, Shri R.K.
Sonkar, Shri Hira Gavarna, and
Ms. Pinky Manhar, along with of-
ficials and employees of the dis-
trict office were also present.
Similarly, humble tributes were
paid to the martyrs of the Jhiram
Valley at the district headquar-
ters as well as at the tehsil and de-
velopment block level offices.

Tributes paid to the martyrs of Jhiram Valley Tribute paid to martyrs of
Jheeram Ghati in Kanker

KKaannkkeerr,,  MMaayy  2266::  A commemorative event was held today to
honour the public representatives, senior officials, and sol-
diers of the security forces who lost their lives in the tragic
incident at Jhiram Valley. Additionally, homage was paid to all
those who have been martyred in the past and more recently
due to acts of Naxal violence. A moment of silence lasting two
minutes was observed as a mark of respect for the martyrs.
During the ceremony, Mr. S. Ahirwar, the Additional Collector,
administered an oath to the officers and employees of the dis-
trict office. They were urged to firmly uphold the values of
non-violence and tolerance, to denounce all forms of
Naxalism and violence, and to work towards restoring
Chhattisgarh as a land of peace.

BBiillaassppuurr,,  MMaayy  2266::

‘Jhiram Tribute Day’ was
observed today at the
Divisional Commissioner
Office and the District Office.
On this occasion, a two-
minute silence was observed
in the memory of the martyrs
of Jhiram Valley. A decade
ago, on May 25, 2013, many
senior political leaders and
security personnel of
Chhattisgarh were martyred

in a Naxal attack in Jheeram
Valley of Bastar. Mr. Akhilesh
Sahu, Deputy Commissioner in
the commissioner office and
Mr. RA Kuruvanshi, ADM in
the district office, adminis-
tered oath to all officers and
employees to always work
towards ensuring peace, trust,
security and prosperity in
Chhattisgarh. Likewise,
Jhiram Tribute Day was
observed in all the govern-
ment offices of the district.

Humble Tribute to the Martyrs
of Jhiram Valley in Bilaspur



Mungeli, May 26: In
Bhatgaon, Bachera,
Bamurha village of
Vidhansabha Mungeli,
State BJP President and
MP Arun Sao inspected
Gauthan under the impor-
tant program of BJP organ-
ization Chalbo Gauthan
Kholbo Poll Abhiyan in the
presence of BJP workers
and villagers. After inspect-
ing Gothan with the vil-
lagers in village Bhatgaon,
State BJP President Arun
Sao told that lakhs of ru-
pees were spent on the ideal
Gauthan which is no were
to be seen. For all these rea-
sons, it appears that the
Bhupesh Baghel govern-
ment has created Gauthan
with the aim of running a
scam in the name of
Gauthan, he alleged. He
also inspected Gauthan of
village Bachera, on which
the villagers said the cost of
construction of Gauthan
was about 20 lakhs, but
after inspection under the
Chalbo-Gauthan, Kholbo
Pol campaign, the Bhupesh
Baghel governments cor-
ruption is exposed. On this
occasion District BJP
President Shailesh Pathak,
Vinay Pandey, Dinanath
Kesharwani, District
Panchayat members Shilu
Sahu, Durga, Umashankar
Sahu, District Vice
President Pawan Pandey,

Municipal Vice President
Mohan Mallah, Municipal
Board President Rana
Pratap Singh, Rural Board
President Shankar Singh,
Sunil Pathak , Sanjay
Verma, Ashish Mishra,
Shailendra Tiwari,
Mitthulal Yadav, Pradeep
Pandey, Kotumal Dadwani,
Umashankar Sahu, Nandu
Singh, Mohit Banjara,

Rajeev Shrivas, Amitesh
Arya, Nitesh Bhardwaj,
Alok, Yash Gupta, Karan
Singh, Arvind Singh,
Sachin Masih , Melaram
Sahu, Pramod Rawlani,
Vistarak Yash Shukla,
Sarpanch Madho Sahu,
Deputy Sarpanch Sukhram
Sahu and other BJP work-
ers and villagers were pres-
ent.
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Kanker, May 26 (PTI):

A Chhattisgarh govern-
ment employee allegedly
drained out 41 lakh litres
of water from a weir after
his mobile phone fell into
it in the state’s Kanker
district, an official said on
Friday.

The employee was sus-
pended for the colossal
waste of water in the peak
of summer at Paralkot
reservoir last weekend.
The incident came to light
on Friday, the official
said.

Food inspector Rajesh
Vishwas, posted in
Pakhanjore area of the
district, had gone to the
reservoir for an outing
with his friends on May 21
when his mobile phone
fell into a waste weir, a
channel that carries away
surplus water, while tak-
ing a selfie, the official
said. Vishwas allegedly
roped in villagers and got
diesel pumps to empty the

water from the weir till
his mobile phone was re-
trieved on Thursday, he
said.

After the matter came
to light, Kanker Collector
Priyanka Shukla sought a
report in this regard, fol-
lowing which the official
was suspended, he said.

The Collector also is-
sued a show-cause notice
to the sub-divisional offi-
cer (SDO) of water re-
sources department, RC
Dhivar, for allegedly giv-
ing verbal permission to
drain out water from the
weir.

A report sought from
the sub-divisional magis-
trate of Pakhanjore said
that 4,104 cubic meters, or
41 lakh litres, of water
was emptied from the
structure without permis-
sion from the authorities
to look for the mobile
phone, it said.

“Vishwas misused his
position to look for his
mobile phone and without

seeking permission from
the competent officer
evacuated water to the
tune of lakhs of litre in
this scorching summer
season which is unaccept-
able. For the aforemen-
tioned act, he has been
placed under suspension
with immediate effect,”
reads the suspension
order. The show-cause no-
tice issued to Dhivar stat-
ed that as per statements
of Vishwas in media, the
food inspector had sought
verbal permission from
him for the purpose.
Giving verbal permission
to release water without
seeking permission from
senior officials comes
under the category of
misconduct, it said.

The SDO has been
asked to furnish a reply
within a day and warned
of disciplinary action if
he fails, it added.
Collector Shukla said she
has also written to the sec-
retary of the water re-

sources department seek-
ing action against SDO
Dhivar.

Vishwas told PTI that
he had gone to the dam
with his friends and his
phone, a Samsung Galaxy
S23, fell into the weir
when he tried to take a
selfie.

“The locals present
there said that the tank is
merely 10 feet deep and
the phone can be re-
trieved. Initially they
tried to get it out but
failed. They told me that if
the water could be emp-
tied by 3-4 feet then they
could retrieve the phone.
So I spoke to the SDO of
the irrigation department
who said that since the
water is not used by the
farmers you can empty it.
So I, at my own expense,
emptied the water by 3
feet with the help of the
local people and then the
phone was retrieved on
Thursday,” Vishwas
claimed. The unusable

water was drained into
the canal to reach nearby
ponds, he claimed, adding
that the water didn’t go to
waste.

Senior BJP leader and
former chief minister
Raman Singh hit out at
the ruling Congress over
the episode and said
under the Bhupesh
Baghel government, offi-
cials have been consider-
ing the state like their an-
cestral property.

He said, “Under the dic-
tatorship of Dau @bhu-
peshbaghel, officials have
been considering the state
as their ancestral proper-
ty. When people are de-
pendent on tankers and
there is no arrangement
for even drinking water in
this scorching summer, of-
ficials are pouring about
21 lakh litres of water for
their mobile. Through
this volume of water one
and a half thousand acres
of land could have been
irrigated”.

Ch’garh official drains out 41 lakh litres of water !
From weir to retrieve mobile phone; suspended

Jagdalpur, May 26:

Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel attended
a one-day workshop of
Mahatma Gandhi Rural
Industrial Park (RIPA)
held in Bastar division at
Shaheed Gundadhur
Agricultural College and
Research Center in
Kumhrawand, Jagdalpur.
This park has been estab-
lished under RIPA to pro-
vide employment to the
people of rural areas
through various liveli-
hood activities. Under
the scheme, an amount of
Rs. 2 crore has been ap-
proved per industrial
park.

Participants of the
Bastar division from
Dantewada, Bijapur,
Narayanpur, Kanker,
Sukma, and Kondagaon
districts also participat-
ed in the program.
During his visit, the
Chief Minister appreci-
ated the efforts made by
the women of self-help

groups associated with
RIPA to become self-re-
liant. Minister-in-charge
of Bastar district Kawasi
Lakhma, Bastar MP
Deepak Baij, former MP
Nand Kumar Sai,
Parliamentary Secretary
Rekhchand Jain, MLA
Kondagaon Mohan
Markam, Rajman
Benzam, Lakheshwar
Baghel, Chandan
Kashyap, Vice President
of Indravati

Development Authority,
Rajeev Sharma, Advisor
to Chief Minister Dr.
Pradeep Sharma, Mayor
Shafira Sahu,
Commissioner of Bastar
Shyam Dhawade, IG
Bastar Range Sundar Raj
P, State Head of RIPA, Dr.
Gaurav Kumar Singh,
Collector Vijay Dayaram
K, CEO Zila Panchayat,
Prakash Sarve, and other
dignitaries were present
on the occasion.

CM visited RIPA, appreciates
women entrepreneurs

BBeerrllaa,,  MMaayy  2266:: District
Collector Padum Singh Elma
took a development block level
review meeting here regarding
the implementation of the
schemes of the state govern-
ment operated in the area
under the development block
Berla. On this occasion,
District Panchayat CEO Leena
Mandavi, Sub-Divisional
Officer (R) Berla Yugal Kishore
Urvasha, Deputy Director
Agriculture Mr. Dadsena
District Panchayat CEO
Soupanil Dhruv and all block
level departmental employees,
secretaries, ADEOs and women
of self-help groups were pres-
ent. The Collector discussed
about the implementation of
all the schemes of the state

government operating in the
block and reviewed the point-
wise agenda. While reviewing
the resources available in all
Gothans under Berla develop-
ment block, the District
Collector asked the members
of the Gothan Committee,
women self-help groups, pan-
chayat secretary and agricul-
ture and related departments
to bring continuity in the work
of Gothan and remove deficien-
cies by establishing mutual
coordination. 

The District Magistrate also
gave instructions to meet the
target of cow dung procure-
ment on an average and asked
all the secretaries about suit-
able resources in Gothans.
Along with this, instructions

were also given to the officials
to make rooms and sheds for
vermicompost storage in all
the Gothans of the district.
The secretaries told in the
meeting that fencing, drinking
water for cattle and lack of
resources like shed is proxi-
mate, on which the Collector
instructed the District CEO to
make proper arrangements for
necessary resources in Gothan
on time.

He also gave strict instruc-
tions to all the employees pres-
ent in all the Panchayats under
the Godhan Nyaya Yojana to
smoothly conduct the activities
in Gothan, to complete the
infrastructure construction
work and not to take any kind
of laxity.

Proper implementation of Govt flagship
schemes should be done: Collector

Kharora, May 26: In vil-
lage Mudpaar,
Asonda,Tulsi, Badeni and
Siwni, the campaign of
Chalbo Gauthan-Kholbo
Pol, was done under the
guidance of BJP State
spokesperson Deepak
Mhaske, State Convenor
IT Cell Somesh Chandra
Pandey, State Working
Member Dr. Gulab Singh
Tikriha, State Convenor
Environment Protection
and State Executive
Member GS Mishra, State
Minister Kisan Morcha
Mr. Khilavan Sharma,
State Minister Backward
Class Front Ashok Sinha
and District Vice
President Tilda Tikeshwar
Manhare. Also present

were District Treasurer
Rajkumar Thakur, former
District Vice President
Naveen Agarwal,
Divisional President
Narendra Singh Thakur,
Divisional General
Secretary Ghanshyam
Chandrakar, Dulesh Sahu,
District Executive
Member Shivshankar
Verma, Vice President
Domar Verma, Murali
Verma Social Media
Incharge, Sarpanch Union
President Mithlesh Sahu,
Ayush Verma Yuva
Morcha President,
General Secretary Yuva
Morcha Mukesh Verma,
Councilor Bhupendra Sen.
BJP workers like Yogesh
Chandrakar, Suraj

Tandon, Daulal Sen,
Bhushan Verma, Lunita
Chandrakar, Meena
Verma, Nandpalji former
Sarpanch Mura, Jhabbu
Sahu, Dr. Jagdish Verma,
Ramlal Sahu, Vijay Verma
were also present.

State Spokesperson
Deepak Mhaske said that
Bhupesh government’s
scheme of Narva,
Ghurwa, Bari, Gauthan
scheme is a scheme of cor-
ruption and Gulab Tikriha
said that all the plans of
Bhupesh government are
not fully visible on the
ground; this government
has only corruption and
loot in its side.The condi-
tion of the gauthan is
very bad in state, he said.

BJP’s ‘Chalbo Gauthan-Kholbo
Pol’ campaign underway

Bemetara, May 26: 

On the occasion of the
birthday of farmer leader
Yogesh Tiwari, a free eye
and ear check-up camp
will be organized at the
Basic School ground of
Bemetara. The camp is
being organized by
Mahavir Intercontinental
Service Organization
Raipur. In this camp, free
eye and ear check-up will
be done by experts with
machines fitted in air-con-
ditioned ambulances.

In which medicines,
spectacles and ear ma-
chines will be distributed
to the needy patients. The
cataract patients will be
operated free of cost in the
concerned hospital.
Organization’s office bear-
ers Lokesh Kanwaria
International General
Secretary, Ashok Jain
State President, Motilal
Oswal President Raipur
Branch, Navneet Jha

Secretary Raipur Branch,
Sanjay Gidiya Treasurer
Raipur Branch,
Dharmendra Jain
Director Eye Care,
Narendra Lunia Director
Eye Care will be present in
the camp.

Aim is to selflessly
serve the general public
and the poor

Farmer leader Yogesh
Tiwari said that the camp
will be organized on
Saturday, May 27 from 10
am to 5 pm. His aim is to
serve the general public
and the poor selflessly.
People from poor families
cannot afford the cost of
treatment in big hospitals.
In such a situation, with-
out treatment, their dis-
ease starts progressing.
That’s why a free camp is
being organized for the
people of the area so that
more and more people can
take advantage of the
health check-up in the
camp.

Free eye and ear
checkup camp today

Services of experts will be available

State BJP President Arun Sao inspects Gauthans
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Indore, May 26: 

The Parliament is a temple
of democracy and parti-
san politics should not be
played over it, former Lok
Sabha speaker and senior
Bharatiya Janata Party
leader Sumitra Mahajan
said on Friday amid the
decision by several opposi-
tion parties to boycott the
opening of the new
Parliament building by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. The ceremony to in-
augurate the new
Parliament building on
Sunday will begin with an
early morning havan and
a multi-religion prayer fol-
lowed by a formal opening
in the Lok Sabha by the
PM.

As many as 25 parties
are expected to attend the
inauguration of the new
Parliament building on
Sunday even as 20 opposi-
tion parties have decided
to boycott the event. “I
think MPs of opposition
parties cannot (morally)
oppose the new
Parliament building. The
opposition members who
are opposing the inaugu-
ration of the new
Parliament building used

to often complain to me
during my tenure as Lok
Sabha Speaker (between
2014 and 2019) that they
were finding it difficult to
sit in the House due to lack
of space,” Mahajan told
PTI. Terming the contro-
versy on who should inau-
gurate it as “unneces-
sary”. Mahajan said
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is an MP as well as
Leader of the House in the
Lok Sabha. “Party politics
should not be brought into
every subject. We should
rise above party politics
on some occasions. The
Parliament is the temple of
democracy and we should
look at the inauguration of
the new Parliament House
from this perspective,”
said Mahajan. The new
Parliament complex can
accommodate higher num-
ber of members and has

enhanced facilities when
compared to the old one,
said Mahajan, who was
Lok Sabha MP from
Indore for eight consecu-
tive terms between 1989
and 2019. “In the old
Parliament, some MPs
were jokingly called pillar
victims because their seat
was right behind the pil-
lars. That is why I used to
allow them to come for-
ward and speak in the
House,” the former speak-
er said. Mahajan said she
could not remember from
which door to enter and
from which to exit when
she became MP for the
first time in 1989, adding
she had taken a picture of
herself near a fountain in
Vijay Chowk at the time so
that the magnificent circu-
lar Parliament structure
was visible in the back-
ground.

Parliament temple of 
democracy: Sumitra Mahajan

Oppn’s inauguration
row unnecessary

CONVOCATION CEREMONY

Students celebrate during their convocation, at Patna Women’s College, in Patna, Friday, May 26.

New Delhi, May 26:  

The third G20 Tourism
Working Group Meeting
held in Srinagar was “very
successful” and this will
contribute to boosting of
tourism in Jammu and
Kashmir and help in “allay-
ing any fears” in the minds
of visitors in future, a top
official said on Friday.

Addressing reporters
here, Union Tourism
Secretary Arvind Singh
also said that during the
TWG meet held from May
22-24, G20 member coun-
tries, invited countries, and
international organisations
gave inputs and feedback on
the GOA Roadmap for
tourism as a vehicle for
achieving sustainable devel-
opment goals and G20
Tourism Ministers’
Declaration. There two doc-
uments were the two key de-

liverables of the tourism
track meet in the summer
capital of Jammu and
Kashmir, and Singh said,
G20 members have broadly
reached an agreement on
the five inter-connected pri-
ority areas green tourism,
digitisation, skills, tourism
MSMEs and destination.
These priorities are key
building blocks for acceler-
ating the transition of the
tourism sector and achieve
the targets for 2030 SDGs.
“Some members will give
their suggestions in writing
by today, and then the final
draft will be prepared,” he
said. The final versions of
the documents will be
placed in the fourth TWG
meeting and Ministerial
meeting, slated to take place
in Goa next month. The
GOA Roadmap and a minis-
terial communique endors-
ing it will be released after
the last meeting of the G20
tourism working group that
will take place from June 
18-22.

Success of G20 meet in Srinagar will
boost tourism in J-K: Union Tourism Secy

Allay fears in minds
of visitors

Mumbai, May 26: 

The Uddhav Thackeray-
led Shiv Sena on Friday
hit out at the BJP govern-
ment at the Centre for not
inviting President
Droupadi Murmu for the
upcoming inauguration of
the new Parliament build-
ing, and alleged that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi considers the new
complex his “estate” as he
feels that it has been creat-
ed by him. In an editorial
in its mouthpiece
‘Saamana’, the Sena
(UBT) also took a dig at
the BJP over this issue,
and sought to know
whether BJP stalwart L K
Advani has been invited
for the May 28 event or
not.

Twenty opposition par-
ties, including the
Congress and the Sena

(UBT), have announced
that they would boycott
the inauguration of the
new Parliament building
at the hands of PM Modi,
contending that it is the
President who should do
the honours.

In the mouthpiece, the
Sena (UBT) said the presi-
dent is the head of the
country and also the first
citizen of India and the
position should be not in-
sulted. “Modi’s policy is
that the new Parliament
building has been built by
me and it is my estate. So
the plaque will only have
my name. This arrogance
is dangerous for democra-
cy,” the party said. The
new Parliament does not
belong to any party but to
the country, it said, adding
that BJP leaders talking
about democracy was a
joke. “Has Advani, be-
cause of whom the BJP
could see ‘achhe din’, been
invited for the event?” it
asked.

PM Modi considers new Parliament
building his ‘estate’, says Sena (UBT)

Asks if Advani invited
for its inauguration

Amaravati, May 26: 

Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister Y S Jagan Mohan
Reddy on Friday kicked off
a week-long programme to
distribute housing plots for
50,793 eligible poor women
at Venkatapalem village in
Guntur district within
Amaravati area. Besides the
housing plots, the Chief
Minister has also launched
the programmme to hand
over Andhra Pradesh
Township And
Infrastructure Development
Corporation (APTIDCO)
houses to 5,024 beneficiaries
which were constructed at a
cost of Rs 444 crore in the
Capital Region Development
Authority (CRDA) region.
For the land given to the
poor, documents for plots
worth up to Rs 10 lakh will

be given away, including
photographing and geo-tag-
ging each of the beneficiary
in her own plot, spread
across 25 layouts and 1,400
acres located in Tadikonda
and Mangalagiri Assembly
constituencies. These plots
created by the government
amending the CRDA Act to
facilitate allotment of house
sites for the poor. “This festi-

val of distributing lands to
50,000 families is a leg-
endary moment in the histo-
ry of the state as well as the
country as the state govern-
ment took up a long legal
fight to give land to the poor
by even going up to the
Supreme Court. We are wit-
nessing this moment right
here in Amaravati,” Reddy
said.

Andhra Pradesh CM kicks off week-long
housing plots distribution scheme 

For over 50,000 poor
women

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister YS Jagan Mohan Reddy during
an event to distribute houses to women beneficiaries, in
Amaravati, Friday, May 26.

Bhubaneswar, May 26:  

The former Odisha health
minister Naba Kishore Das
was gunned down by assistant
sub-inspector of police Gopal
Das due to personal grudge and
anguish in stable mind, accord-
ing to the police charge sheet in
the case submitted on Friday.
Gopal Das is the lone accused
in the January 29 incident and
the murder was a result of past
enmity. Charges have been
framed under sections 307 (at-
tempt to commit murder), 302
(murder) and the Arms Act, it
said. If proved in court the ASI
may face prison term ranging
from ten years to life behind
bars and is liable to be fined.
The 543-page charge sheet in
the case was filed by Odisha
Police crime branch at the
Jharsuguda judicial magistrate

first class court on Friday. The
charge against Gopal Das is
based on statements by eyewit-
nesses and reports of a scientif-
ic team. The case was handed
over to the crime branch to in-
vestigate the motive behind the
murder.

The court turned down its
request to take him to National
Institute of Mental Health and
Neurosciences in Bengaluru
for evaluation.

It referred to the report by
the medical board comprising
experts from the state-run
SCB Medical College and
Hospital which suggested
that Gopal Das was mentally
sound.

The ASI had allegedly
opened fire at the ex-minister
at Brajrajnagar Gandhi
Chowk when he was on an of-
ficial visit in Jharsuguda dis-

trict.
The charge sheet said the

accused meticulously
planned and executed the
murder alone. There was no
conspiracy or support from
anyone else. The narco test
and layered voice analysis
confirmed that the police offi-
cer had pulled the gun due to
personal grudge, it said.

“After evaluation of all evi-
dences - oral, documentary,
medico-legal, cyber forensic
and ballastic opinion, it is
clear that the accused Gopal
Das had developed personal
grudge and anguish against
deceased minister Naba
Kishore Das. He felt threat-
ened by the minister and his
supporters and feared for his
life. Gradually, he made up
his mind to commit murder,”
the charsheet said.

Odisha Police submits charge sheet in ex
minister’s murder, finds ASI responsible

New Delhi, May 26: 

A Delhi court on Friday
granted a no-objection cer-
tificate (NOC) to Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi for is-
suance of an ‘ordinary
passport’ for three years in-
stead of 10, the period for
which it is normally issued,
following an objection
raised by BJP leader
Subramanian Swamy. The
former Congress president
had surrendered his diplo-
matic passport upon his
disqualification as an MP.

“I’m partly allowing your
application. Not for 10 years
but three years,” Additional
Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate (ACMM)
Vaibhav Mehta told
Gandhi’s counsel while pro-

nouncing the order in a
packed courtroom. The
court noted the National
Herald case was pending at
the stage of cross examina-
tion of the complainant in
pre charge evidence and
Gandhi has been regularly
appearing either in person
or through his counsel and
has not hampered or de-
layed the proceedings.
Rahul Gandhi is an accused

in the case in which Swamy
is the complainant. “This
court has to take into ac-
count the public interests
involved and also has to
keep in view the rights of
the applicant to travel
abroad. Therefore, this
court after going through
the submissions of both the
sides and after perusal of
the record is of the view
that ends of justice would
suffice if the applicant is
granted NOC for renewal of
the passport of the appli-
cant as per rules for a peri-
od of three years,” the
judge said. Gandhi is sched-
uled to visit the United
States in the first week of
June during which he will
attend meetings and inter-
act with university stu-

dents.
He is slated to visit

Washington DC, New York
and San Francisco. The
Congress leader will likely
address Indian Americans,
meet lawmakers at the US
Capitol, and interact with
members of think tanks,
Wall Street executives and
university students during
his stay. The magisterial
court, in the forenoon, re-
served its order on
Gandhi’s plea for grant of
NOC after hearing submis-
sions of his lawyers and
Swamy. Swamy opposed the
application, saying it was
“devoid of any merit” and
insisted the passport
should be issued only for
one year and renewed every
year thereafter.

Rahul Gandhi gets NOC from Delhi court for
issuance of ordinary passport for 3 years

FARMERS PROTEST

The Rubber farmers under the banner of Kerala Karshaka Sangham take part in a
protest march to Raj Bhavan, in Thiruvananthapuram, Friday, May 26.

New Delhi, May 26: 

An Android malware
called ‘Daam’ that infects
mobile phones and hacks
into sensitive data like call
records, contacts, history
and camera has been found
to be spreading, the national
cyber security agency has
said in its latest advisory.
The virus is also capable of
“bypassing anti-virus pro-
grams and deploying ran-
somware on the targeted de-
vices”, the Indian Computer
Emergency Response Team
or CERT-In said. The agency
is the federal technology
arm to combat cyber attacks
and guard the cyber space
against phishing and hack-
ing assaults and similar on-
line attacks. The Android
botnet gets distributed

through third-party websites
or applications downloaded
from untrusted/unknown
sources, the agency said.
“Once it is placed in the de-
vice, the malware tries to by-
pass the security check of
the device and after a suc-
cessful attempt, it attempts
to steal sensitive data, and
permissions such as reading
history and bookmarks,
killing background process-

ing, and reading call logs
etc,” the advisory said.
‘Daam’ is also capable of
hacking phone call record-
ings, contacts, gaining access
to camera, modifying device
passwords, capturing screen-
shots, stealing SMSes, down-
loading/uploading files, etc.
and transmitting to the C2
(command-and-control) serv-
er from the victim’s (affected
persons) device, the advisory

said. The malware, it said,
utilises the AES (advanced
encryption standard) en-
cryption algorithm to code
files in the victim’s device.
Other files are then deleted
from the local storage, leav-
ing only the encrypted files
with “.enc” extension and a
ransom note that says
“readme_now.txt”, the advi-
sory said.

The central agency sug-
gested a number of do’s and
don’ts to avoid getting at-
tacked by such viruses and
malware. The Cert-In ad-
vised against browsing “un-
trusted websites” or clicking
on “un-trusted links”.
Caution should be exercised
while clicking on any link
provided in unsolicited
emails and SMSes, it said.
Install and maintain updated
anti-virus and anti-spyware
software, it suggested. It also
suggested that users should
be on the lookout for “suspi-

cious numbers” that don’t
look like “real mobile phone
numbers” as scammers often
mask their identity by using
email-to-text services to
avoid revealing their actual
phone number. “Genuine
SMS messages received from
banks usually contain
sender ID (consisting of
bank’s short name) instead
of a phone number in the
sender information field,” it
said. It also asked users to ex-
ercise caution towards short-
ened URLs (uniform re-
source locators), such as
those involving ‘bitly’ and
‘tinyurl’ hyperlinks like:
“http://bit.ly/” “\nbit.ly” and
“tinyurl.com/”. Users are ad-
vised to hover their cursors
over the shortened URLs to
see the full website domain
which they are visiting or use
a URL checker that will allow
the user to enter a short URL
and view the full URL, the ad-
visory suggested.

‘Daam’ virus steals call records, reads history from Android phones
Central agency
issues advisory

BRIEF
12 dead 

Jaipur: At least a
dozen people died and
several were injured
in separate incidents
due to heavy rain in
Rajasthan’s Tonk dis-
trict, an official said
on Friday.
Accompanied by
gusty winds, heavy
rain battered several
places in the district
on Thursday night,
leading to the loss of
human lives and dam-
age to houses. Tonk
District Collector
Chinmayee Gopal said
the injured persons
have been admitted to
different hospitals in
the district.

Coronation
anniversary

Mumbai: Maharashtra
Governor Ramesh Bais
on Friday flagged off the
‘Sahastra Jal Kalash
Yatra’ between Mumbai
and Raigad Fort ahead of
the 350th coronation an-
niversary celebrations of
Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj scheduled for
June 2. Bais, accompa-
nied by state Minister of
Cultural Affairs Sudhir
Mungantiwar, per-
formed the ‘Sahastra Jal
Kalash Pujan’ and wit-
nessed a demonstration
of martial arts presented
by children and youth at
Raj Bhavan here.

Man booked 
Shahjahanpur (UP)
May 26: A 19-year-old
man has been arrested
for allegedly beating up
two dogs here, police
said on Friday. A pur-
ported video of the inci-
dent surfaced on the in-
ternet on Tuesday where
a youth was seen merci-
lessly beating two dogs
with sticks,
Superintendent of Police
P S Anand told PTI.
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Kyiv, May 26:

Russia’s southern
Belgorod region bordering
Ukraine came under at-
tack from Ukrainian ar-
tillery fire on Friday, au-
thorities said, hours after
at least one nighttime
blast rocked a Russian city
in a region next to the an-
nexed Crimea peninsula.
The Kremlin’s forces,
meanwhile, struck a clinic
in Dnipro, in central
Ukraine, killing one per-
son and wounding 16, in-
cluding two children,
Ukrainian officials said.
Also, a Russian S-300 mis-
sile hit a dam in the
Karlivka district of
Ukraine’s eastern Donetsk
province, placing nearby
settlements under threat
of severe flooding. The
Belgorod town of
Graivoron, some 7 kilome-
tres (4.5 miles) from the
Ukrainian border, was
under fire for several
hours, with four houses, a
store, a car, a gas pipeline

and a power line damaged,
Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov
reported.

Closer to the border, a
recreation centre, a shop
and an uninhabited house
sustained damage in the
village of Glotovo. There
were no casualties, accord-
ing to Gladkov. The
Belgorod region was earli-
er this week the target of
one of the most serious
cross-border attacks from
Ukraine since the war
began 15 months ago.

Details of the raid were
murky, as Russia blamed
the Ukrainian armed
forces but two Russian
groups said they were in-
volved, with the aim of
bringing down Russian
President Vladimir Putin.
Unconfirmed local reports
said Friday’s explosion in
Russia’s southern city of
Krasnodar, in the region of
the same name bordering
Crimea, was caused by
drones. Witnesses told
local media they heard

something like the sound
of a moped and then two
explosions. Krasnodar
Mayor Yevgeny Naumov
said a residential building
and an office building
were damaged but there
were no casualties. Drone
attacks against Russian re-
gions on the border with
Ukraine have been a regu-
lar occurrence since the
start of Russia’s full-scale
invasion of Ukraine in
February last year, with at-
tacks stepping up last
month. Earlier this
month, an oil refinery in
Krasnodar was attacked
by drones on two consecu-
tive days. In another ap-
parent incident of Kyiv’s
forces harassing Russia,
Ukraine’s defence min-
istry on Thursday pub-
lished footage that ap-
peared to show an un-
manned drone boat attack-
ing Russia’s Ivan Khurs
reconnaissance ship in the
Black Sea. The video did
not show the drone hitting
the ship.

Ukraine harasses Russian border
regions, Russia strikes Dnipro clinic

In this handout photo made available by National Police of
Ukraine, a Policlinic is engulfed in flames following a
Russian attack in Dnipro, Ukraine, Friday May 26.

Strong earthquake
shakes eastern

Japan; no tsunami
warning

Tokyo, May 26: A
strong earthquake
shook Tokyo and other
areas of eastern Japan
on Friday, but no tsuna-
mi warning was is-
sued.

The magnitude 6.1
quake was centred off
the east coast of Chiba
Peninsula at a depth of
44.5 kilometres, the US
Geological Survey said.

Strong shaking was
reported in Chiba and
Ibaraki prefectures,
but the USGS said
there was little chance
of serious damage or
fatalities. Kyodo News
service said no prob-
lems were reported at
the Tokai No. 2 nuclear
power plant in Ibaraki.
A strong earthquake
hit central Japan on
May 5, killing at least
one person and injur-
ing more than 20 oth-
ers. Japan is one of the
world’s most earth-
quake-prone nations. A
massive 2011 quake in
the country’s northeast
caused a devastating
tsunami and nuclear
plant meltdown.

WELCOMING CEREMONY

Republic of Congo’s President Felix Tshisekedi, right, and Chinese President Xi Jinping attend a
welcoming ceremony at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, China, Friday, May 26.

Colombo, May 26:  

Sri Lanka’s Central
Bank Governor Nandalal
Weerasinghe has said the
decisive policy measures
taken by the government
to deal with the cata-
strophic economic crisis
will help reduce the coun-
try’s hyperinflation to sin-
gle-digit by the year-end.
Weerasinghe who took
over the economic recov-
ery process at the height of
the crisis last year said
that short-term painful
measures were vital to re-
store the long-term stabili-
ty of Sri Lanka’s economy.
Addressing a symposium
on entrepreneurship or-
ganised by the
International Labour
Organisation (ILO) here
on Thursday, he said, “We
have taken very decisive
measures to curtail and
prevent inflation rising,
which went to the peak of
70 per cent. Now it is
under 30 per cent. It will

certainly be a single digit
by the fourth quarter of
this year with the meas-
ures that we have imple-
mented.” Commenting on
the restrictive measures
taken by the government
to stabilise the island na-
tion’s economy,
Weerasinghe said that col-
lective policy measures
are painful for businesses
and households.

“In the short run,
such measures are im-
perative to prevent the
devastating impact of
rising inflation and eco-
nomic instability to re-
store economic condi-
tions that are essential
for economic stakehold-
ers including the busi-

nesses and entrepre-
neurs,” he said. He said
the current restrictions on
imports are gradually
being relaxed, and some
restrictions on capital
transactions will also be
relaxed which will facili-
tate businesses in the near
future.

Weerasinghe headed the
negotiations with the IMF
for the USD 2.9 billion
bailout received in March
this year and is currently
busy in the process of re-
structuring debt with in-
ternational partners and
private creditors to meet
the September deadline of
the IMF review.

Sri Lanka hopes for single digit inflation
by year-end: Central Bank Governor

Islamabad, May 26:  

Pakistan Foreign
Minister Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari has said that the
decision to attend the
SCO’s Foreign Ministers
meeting in India earlier
this month proved “pro-
ductive and positive” for
the country. Addressing a
meeting of the Senate
Standing Committee on
Foreign Affairs on
Thursday, Bilawal said
that it was important for
his ministry to project
Pakistan’s case and point

of view not only in India
but also in front of other
participants of the
Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO).

“As far as the Kashmir

issue, bilateral issues be-
tween Pakistan and India
and the responsibilities of
multilateralism are con-
cerned, my conclusion
after the trip is that it is a
productive and positive de-
cision to participate in the
event,” he said. “We
thought we should project
Pakistan’s case and point
of view in front of not
only Indian but the other
participant countries,” he
informed the committee.

Bilawal travelled to Goa
on May 4 to attend a con-
clave of the SCO the next

day, the first such high-
level visit to India from
Pakistan since 2011.
Bilawal’s visit came amid
continued strain in ties be-
tween India and Pakistan
on a number of issues in-
cluding Islamabad’s con-
tinued support to cross-
border terrorism.
External Affairs Minister
S Jaishankar, who hosted
the SCO meeting in Goa,
accused his Pakistani
counterpart Bilawal of
being a “promoter, justifi-
er and a spokesperson of a
terror industry.”

Jaishankar also asserted
that Jammu and Kashmir
“was, is and will” always
be part of India.

Bilawal acknowledged
that it was a difficult deci-
sion to participate in the
SCO meeting and a lot of
work was done by the
Foreign Ministry to evolve
a consensus. He said that
former foreign secretaries,
leaders of allied parties
and other stakeholders
were taken on board for
their feedback regarding
participation in the event
in India.

Visit to India to attend SCO foreign ministers’ meet was ‘productive’: Bilawal

Beirut, May 26: 

The World Bank approved a
USD 300 million additional fi-
nancing to Lebanon’s poor,
providing cash payments to
help families struggling
through the country’s historic
economic meltdown, institu-
tion said in a statement Friday.
The new financing comes two
years after the World Bank ap-
proved a USD 246 million loan
to Lebanon to provide emer-
gency cash assistance to hun-
dreds of thousands in the tiny
Mediterranean nation of 6
million people. Lebanon is in
the throes of the worst eco-
nomic and financial crisis in

its modern history. The melt-
down, rooted in decades of cor-
ruption and mismanagement
by Lebanon’s ruling class,
began in October 2019 and has
left more than three quarters
of Lebanon’s population in
poverty. “The additional fi-
nancing will enable the
Government of Lebanon to
continue to respond to the
growing needs of poor and
vulnerable households suffer-
ing under the severe economic
and financial crisis,” said
Jean-Christophe Carret,
World Bank Middle East
Country Director. The World
Bank said the additional fi-
nancing will provide cash

transfers to 160,000 house-
holds for 24 months, includ-
ing current beneficiaries.
Eligible households will re-
ceive up to USD 145 per

household, the bank said.
The project is jointly han-
dled by Lebanon’s Ministry
of Social Affairs and the
World Food Programme.

World Bank approves USD 300 million 
financing to help the poor in Lebanon

London, May 26: 

Newly released FBI files
being reported by UK media
show the US security author-
ities were concerned about
“ever-present” threats to the
late Queen Elizabeth II by the
militant Irish Republican
Army (IRA) during visits to
America. A memo warning
US Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI) agents in
Boston and New York to re-
main “alert for any threats”

ahead of a 1989 visit to the
east coast of the country was

among 102 pages of records
released about the Queen
who passed away aged 96 last
September. Other details in-
clude a police tip-off about a
threat from an IRA sympa-
thiser who wanted revenge
for the death of his daughter.
According to Sky News’, the
officer who provided the in-
formation claimed that a
month before then-US
President Ronald Reagan and
his wife Nancy Reagan host-
ed the Queen and husband

Prince Philip in 1983, he re-
ceived a phone call from a
man he knew from an Irish
pub. According to the
memo, the man said his
daughter was killed by a
rubber bullet in Northern
Ireland. “This man addi-
tionally claimed that he
was going to attempt to
harm Queen Elizabeth and
would do this either by
dropping some object off
the Golden Gate Bridge
onto the royal yacht
Britannia when it sails un-
derneath or would attempt
to kill Queen Elizabeth
when she visited Yosemite
National Park,” the confi-
dential file states.

FBI documents reveal threats to late
Queen Elizabeth II during US visits



A s G7 leaders were
preparing for their re-

cent summit in Japan,
China’s president Xi Jinping
hosted his central Asian coun-
terparts from Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan and
Uzbekistan. Central Asia is
critical to China’s attempts to
build an alternative to the US-
led liberal order that is un-
questionably dominated by
Beijing and in which Russia
will, at best, be a junior part-
ner. In his opening address, Xi
outlined his “vision of a
China-central Asia communi-
ty with a shared future”. This
will rest on four principles:
mutual assistance, common
development, universal secu-
rity and everlasting friend-
ship. While the relationship
between China and central
Asia is often framed in terms
of security and development,
it also has a political side.
This is all evident in the ini-
tiatives to create more region-
al cooperation launched at the
summit in Xi’an.

These propose links be-
tween Chinese ministries and
government agencies and
their counterparts in central
Asia, increasing educational
and cultural exchanges, and
creating mechanisms like the
Central Asia China Business
Council. All of these are like-

ly to further consolidate of
China’s dominant regional
role.

In return, China will insu-
late the mostly authoritarian
leaders of central Asia from
western economic and politi-
cal pressure to move towards
democracy and protect their
sovereignty and territorial in-
tegrity against any Russian
adventurism.

Summit achievements
The summit resulted in a

staggering 54 agreements, 19
new cooperation mechanisms
and platforms, and nine mul-
tilateral documents, including
the Xi’an declaration.

Even if one were to dis-
count most of these as having
uncertain prospects of actual
implementation, there can be
no doubt about China’s re-
gional significance.
According to UN statistics, for
example, the volume of trade
in goods between China and
the five countries of the re-
gion rose from a mere USD 460
million three decades ago to
more than USD 70 billion in
2022 a 150-fold increase.

Historically, Russia was the
main partner for central Asia,
harking back to the Soviet pe-
riod and the first decade after
its break-up. But Moscow can
no longer match the value of
Chinese investments and con-
struction contracts in central
Asia, which now totals almost
USD 70 billion since 2005.

China takes over 
from Russia

A shift towards China is
also reflected in the declining
importance of Russia’s re-
gional integration project the
Eurasian Economic Union in
comparison to China’s mas-
sive global Belt and Road
Initiative. This programme of
infrastructure investment
was launched by Xi in
Kazakhstan in 2013 and has
since drawn the region closer
to China not just economical-

ly but also politically.
The Belt and Road Initiative

featured prominently in the
Xi’an declaration, explicitly
linking it to national develop-
ment strategies in central
Asia. Transport connections
remain at its heart.

The countries at the sum-
mit recommitted to a China-
Kyrgyzstan-Uzbekistan rail-
way, to highways from China
to Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and
Uzbekistan, and to transport
infrastructure for trans-
Caspian trade routes using
seaports in Kazakhstan and in
Turkmenistan.

This focus on transport in-
frastructure in, and impor-
tantly across, central Asia
highlights how important the
region is for China’s attempts
to diversify its trade routes to
Europe away from Russia. It
also means that China, for
now, will continue to use in-
frastructure development and
trade to recruit more partners
for its alternative internation-
al order.

The Russian “northern cor-
ridor” is now largely closed as
a result of Ukraine war-relat-
ed sanctions. So the route
often referred to as the middle
corridor has regained impor-
tance not only for China but
also, crucially, for the G7
countries.

However, the middle corri-
dor, which begins in Turkey
and continues via Georgia
and through central Asia,
would be risky for China as a
sole alternative. Its capacity is
low (currently only about 5%
of the northern corridor) be-
cause goods have to cross mul-
tiple borders and switch sev-
eral times between road, rail
and sea.

Afghanistan’s role
Another alternative with

similar geopolitical signifi-
cance is transport through
Afghanistan to the Arabian
Sea via the Pakistani port of

Gwadar. In the long term, a
trans-Afghan route is in the
interest of both China and
central Asia.

It would contribute to (but
also depend on) stability and
security in Afghanistan. And
it would reduce China’s expo-
sure to the risks associated
with the existing route along
the China-Pakistan economic
corridor, especially those aris-
ing from the ongoing Taliban
insurgency in Pakistan.

In light of this, China and
its central Asian partners
committed to developing the
transport capabilities of the
Uzbek city of Termez, on the
border with Afghanistan.
China also now has an official
position on the Afghan issue
and Afghanistan was name-
checked by Xi in his speech at
the summit. So more regional
engagement there is to be ex-
pected.

Despite the obvious risks
associated with Afghanistan,
China is likely to include a
trans-Afghan trade route in
its plans.

This is also evident from
the fact that Beijing appears
reluctant to engage with
Russia and Iran on their inter-
national north south trans-
port corridor. Both Russia and
Iran face heavy international
sanctions and recent tensions
between Iran and Azerbaijan
cast further doubt on the long-
term viability of this route.

The enthusiasm with which
the five central Asian presi-
dents have welcomed these
initiatives indicates the ex-
tent to which they are keen to
embrace China. It remains to
be seen, however, how sustain-
able, or popular, an approach
this is in light of the consider-
able and widespread anti-
China sentiment in the re-
gion.

(Writer is Professor of
International Security,
University of Birmingham)
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Uncertainty
Surrounding 

Rs 2,000 Notes
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
has announced the withdrawal of
Rs 2,000 notes from circulation,
raising questions about the dis-
tinction between demonetization
and mere withdrawal. Although
the notes will remain legal tender
for the time being, individuals
may hesitate to accept them due
to concerns about future difficul-
ties in depositing or exchanging
them. The duration for which
these notes will retain their legal
status remains uncertain, despite
the RBI’s directive to “deposit
and/or exchange these ban-
knotes on or before September
30, 2023.” The lack of clarity sur-
rounding the fate of Rs 2,000
notes adds to the prevailing
uncertainty in this matter.

MMKK  NNaaiirr  RRaaiippuurr

Meri life App: Boon
for environmental

protection 
The launch of Meri LiFE app to
encourage youth participation in
tackling climate change is a wel-
come move.The app will promote
mindful utilisation instead of
wasteful consumption.The appli-
cation will foster a nationwide
movement, demonstrating the
power of citizens in saving the
environment.The impacts of sim-
ple actions in daily life can be
understood, which can have a
larger climate impact.The app is
an marketplace where young
people can explore their inter-
ests, find Climate Change and
Environmental Sustainability
focused opportunities that match
their interests, and sign up to act
on issues that matter the most to
them.App will act as an  India led
global mass movement that will
nudge individual and collective
action to protect and preserve
the environment.The Meri LiFE
Portal  enables ministries and
institutions to upload event
reports and track the progress of
the mass mobilization drive.

DDrr..VViijjaayykkuummaarr  HH  KK,,  RRaaiicchhuurr,,
KKaarrnnaattaakkaa  

Women Triumph
The UPSC Civil Services Exam
2023 results were declared, and
an extraordinary feat unfolded.
Titled “Women Triumph: UPSC
Civil Services Exam 2023 Results
Embrace Gender Equality,” this
year’s outcome witnessed a
remarkable surge of female can-
didates. Breaking the shackles of
male dominance, all four presti-
gious positions were secured by
women. Ishita Kishore, after her
third attempt from Shri Ram
College of Commerce, Delhi,
emerged as the topper. Garima
Lohia from Kirorimal College,
Delhi, Uma Harathi from IIT
Hyderabad (Civil Engineering),
and Smriti Mishra from Miranda
House College, Delhi, followed
closely. Of the top 25 candidates,
14 were women, showcasing
their exceptional abilities. Out of
933 qualifiers, 320 (35%) were
women, triumphing over the
absence of a 33% reservation for
women in Parliament. We extend
heartfelt congratulations to the
UPSC topper and commend the
41 individuals with benchmark
disabilities nationwide.

BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,
FFaarriiddaabbaadd
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A vendor sells raincoats during rain ahead of monsoon season, in Kochi, Friday, May 26. A slight delay is expected in the onset of
the southwest monsoon over Kerala and it is likely to arrive by June 4, the India Meteorological Department (IMD) said on Tuesday.

MONSOON PREPARATIONS

How China is increasing its influence in central Asia

YYaasshh  PPaall  RRaallhhaann

The impending inauguration of
the new Parliament building on
May 28th should be a moment of
national pride and unity.
However, it is disheartening to
witness the controversy that has
unfolded, with 20 opposition par-
ties opting to boycott the event.
As a concerned citizen, it is evi-
dent that these political maneu-
vers are nothing more than
preparations for the upcoming
parliamentary elections in March
2024. It is crucial to hold individ-
ual Members of Parliament
accountable for their actions, as

they are the representatives of
the people. Let us reflect on four
pertinent examples that illustrate
the divergent attitudes between
individual members and their
respective political parties. In the
past, the Akali Dal resorted to
tearing pages of the Constitution
to highlight their demand for sep-
arate Sikh identity. Even Parkash
Singh Badal, a five-time Chief
Minister of Punjab, participated
in this act. Badal, in a press con-
ference, acknowledged that par-
ties sometimes make difficult
decisions, and members must
adhere to party directives,
regardless of personal disagree-
ment. Similarly, during the era of
the Third Front, Jyoti Basu was
proposed as a Prime Ministerial
candidate, but the Communist
Party of India (Marxist) refused
to support his nomination. This
led to Basu being labeled the
“near Prime Minister.” Once
again, the party’s instructions
superseded individual aspira-

tions. In another instance,
Somnath Chatterjee, while hold-
ing the position of Speaker in the
Lok Sabha, defied his party’s
demand for resignation. He right-
fully asserted that as a constitu-
tional office-bearer, party
instructions did not apply to him,
and he continued his tenure as
Speaker.

Even the current Deputy
Chairman of Rajya Sabha, a mem-
ber of the Janata Dal (United),
did not resign despite the
absence of a political alliance
between his party and the
Bharatiya Janata Party. His com-
mitment to his constitutional role
prevailed over political affilia-
tions. Considering the current
political landscape, it is worth
noting the declining fortunes of
these parties. The Communist
Party of India (Marxist), which
ruled for 34 years, now has zero
representation in the state
assembly. Similarly, the Akali Dal,
once a prominent force, now only

holds three seats in the assembly.
The future of the Janata Dal
(United) appears uncertain due
to its ever-changing political
alliances. Unfortunately, the past
few parliamentary sessions have
been marred by disruptions and
chaos, even over trivial matters.
If this trend continues until
March 2024, it will cast a shadow
on the functioning of Parliament.
At a time when India is hosting
the G20 conference, such
unhealthy political activities tar-
nish the country’s image globally.
It is crucial to examine the under-
lying reasons for the opposition’s
agitation. It is regrettable that
the inauguration of the new
Parliament building has become
a subject of controversy. The
objection raised by the opposi-
tion, particularly the Congress,
stems from the fact that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, rather
than President Droupadi Murmu,
will be inaugurating the building.
While there is merit in the argu-

ment that the President should
be accorded this honor as a con-
stitutional component of
Parliament, it is essential to rise
above these differences and
focus on the true essence of a
parliament.

A parliament is not defined
solely by its physical structure; it
is defined by the quality of
debates and discussions that take
place within its walls. It is the
forum where government policies
and programs are thoroughly
deliberated before being trans-
formed into legislation. When
concerns are raised regarding the
effectiveness of Parliament, the
government bears a moral
responsibility to empower and
dignify this institution, ensuring
that it genuinely represents the
aspirations of the Indian people.

In the face of this controversy,
it is imperative for all political
stakeholders to prioritize the
greater good of the nation over
personal or party interests.

Empowering Parliament: Unleashing the Power of Debate and Discussion

STEFAN WOLFF

HH osting the prestigious G-20 meeting in Srinagar marks a
momentous milestone for Jammu and Kashmir, elevating the

region’s status and opening a window of opportunities. This global
event has not only captured international attention but has also
effectively showcased the immense potential of Jammu and Kashmir
as a premier destination for international events and tourism. By
convening the G-20 Tourism Working Group meeting, Jammu and
Kashmir has the unique opportunity to highlight its exceptional per-
formance, unparalleled hospitality, and create an ambiance poised
to significantly boost tourism growth. The outcome of this gathering
is expected to attract a greater influx of domestic and international
tourists, fostering continued development and promotion of the
tourism industry in Jammu and Kashmir. The G-20 tourism group
summit has propelled Jammu and Kashmir into the global spotlight,
promoting the region as a safe and attractive tourist destination.
The presence of delegates from G-20 countries highlights the natu-
ral beauty, cultural heritage, and tourism opportunities the region
has to offer. This exposure can lead to increased tourist arrivals,
both domestic and international. The government’s commitment to
enhancing the tourism sector in Jammu and Kashmir through world-
class infrastructure and discussions on foreign direct investment
signals a promising future. Investments in infrastructure develop-
ment, including transportation and accommodation facilities, will
create a more appealing and comfortable environment for tourists.
This, in turn, can generate employment opportunities for the local
population and stimulate the region’s economy through increased
spending by tourists and the growth of related industries. The G-20
tourism group summit also provides a platform for cultural
exchange and collaboration. Jammu and Kashmir has the opportuni-
ty to showcase its rich cultural heritage, traditions, and local cuisine
to international visitors. Collaborating with international tourism
organizations and governments can bring valuable expertise, best
practices, and investments to support the region’s tourism sector.
The focus on sustainable tourism within the G-20 group aligns with
global efforts to promote responsible travel. Jammu and Kashmir
can benefit from adopting sustainable tourism practices, ensuring
the long-term viability of the sector while preserving the region’s
unique attractions. Beyond tourism, the G-20 summit in Jammu and
Kashmir serves as a platform to highlight the positive changes and
transformations in the region since the abrogation of Article 370. It
showcases the improved security situation, infrastructure develop-
ment, promotion of tourism, and overall socio-economic initiatives
undertaken in the region. By hosting this international event, the
government demonstrates confidence in the stability and progress
of Jammu and Kashmir, attracting global attention and investment.
The summit brings together leaders from major economies, allowing
for interactions, idea exchange, and collaboration possibilities. It
presents networking opportunities, building partnerships, and
establishing connections with potential investors, tour operators,
and tourism stakeholders from around the world. The G-20 summit
has highlighted the investment potential of Jammu and Kashmir,
showcasing economic stability, business-friendly policies, and
investment opportunities to attract foreign direct investment. The
successful organization of the G-20 summit in Srinagar is a testa-
ment to the collaborative efforts of the Union Government and the
Lieutenant Governor’s administration. Their proactive measures,
coordination with international partners, logistical arrangements,
security provisions, and infrastructure development have been cru-
cial in ensuring a smooth and successful event. Their dedication to
the development and progress of Jammu and Kashmir is evident in
making this event possible. The G-20 summit in Srinagar has laid a
solid foundation for showcasing the “Naya Jammu and Kashmir” on
the global stage. With a growing footfall of tourists, the region is
poised to experience a significant surge in international and
domestic visitors. The development of infrastructure, including an
international airport, riverfronts, and ultra-modern heritage mar-
kets, coupled with the celebration of cultural diversity and breath-
taking locations, positions Jammu and Kashmir to attract a record
number of tourists in the coming years. As Jammu and Kashmir
moves forward, the success of the G-20 summit serves as a catalyst
for future endeavors. The Union Territory is well-positioned to har-
ness its potential, attract investment, and diversify its economy.
With the establishment of world-class infrastructure, the promo-
tion of sustainable tourism practices, and the continued support of
the government, Jammu and Kashmir can truly become a global
tourism hub, welcoming visitors from every corner of the world.

G-20 Summit in Srinagar
Unveiling the Potential of Jammu and Kashmir

RRaatthhiinn  KKuummaarr  CChhaannddaa

CC hina, the most populated country in the world, has displayed a
remarkable entrepreneurial spirit and a strong inclination towards

investment in various sectors globally. The country’s investment priori-
ties have not been limited to a specific sphere or concentrated sector. In
fact, investment has become an integral part of their propaganda, con-
tradicting the principles of communism and adopting a more capitalist
approach. China’s strategic move, known as the Bamboo Curtain, has
played a crucial role in enhancing its immunity and establishing a self-
reliant position. This has allowed China to challenge other countries and
emerge as a significant player in the global arena. China has embraced
different forms of communism theory and practice, abandoning the tra-
ditional manifesto of communism to build a competent and forward-
thinking economy. The younger generation in China focuses on practical
observations rather than adhering strictly to theoretical communist prin-
ciples. Recognizing their status as a third-world country and the compe-
tition posed by developed Western nations, China has taken a contrast-
ing path to communism. China has pursued direct and indirect invest-
ments worldwide, expanding its export trade while maintaining a sub-
stantial trade surplus. For instance, the trade deficit between China and
India stands at 52 million, providing China with a commanding position
in the market while adhering to international norms and protocols. China
has carefully crafted its trade policy, utilizing marketing strategies to
silently introduce its products into various markets. By offering compet-
itively priced products with attractive designs and convenient handling,
China has gained popularity among consumers without significant
advertising costs. Through this approach, China has effectively ousted
competitors from the market in sectors such as electronics, engineering,
computer peripherals, and more, with products ranging from lighting
and laptops to televisions and toys. China’s investment propaganda has
focused on silently and steadily spreading its products worldwide,
employing a marketing strategy that has proven successful. The coun-
try’s efforts in the silent revolution of its products, without solely priori-
tizing profit, have resulted in the achievement of their investment goals.

China’s Investment 
Propaganda

Central Chronicle invites articles, write-ups, and comments on a wide range of
issues for our editorial page. Submissions should be between 800-900 words in
length. In addition, we welcome letters to the editor for this page. While letters

may be edited for clarity, we aim to preserve the integrity of the original message,
and ask that they be kept to around 50-60 words. Submissions can be sent via

email to editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com.

 As part of global 
plans to offer an alternative
to the west
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BRIEF

CII President

New Delhi: TVS
Supply Chain
Solutions Executive
Vice Chairman R
Dinesh has assumed
office as the President
of CII for 2023-24, the
industry body said on
Thursday. He takes
over from Sanjiv
Bajaj, Chairman and
Managing Director,
Bajaj Finserv Limited.
ITC CMD Sanjiv Puri
takes over as
President-Designate
of CII for the year
2023-24. The National
Council of
Confederation of
Indian Industry (CII),
at a meeting on
Thursday elected new
office-bearers for the
year 2023-24. Rajiv
Memani takes over as
Vice President of CII
for the year 2023-24.

Clean Energy 

New Delhi: The 14th
Clean Energy
Ministerial will be or-
ganised in Goa in July
to accelerate the devel-
opment and usage of
green energy, Power
Minister R K Singh
said on Thursday.
Clean Energy
Ministerial (CEM) was
established in 2009 as a
high-level global forum
to promote the ad-
vancement of clean en-
ergy. India is one of the
founding members of
CEM. The coordination
support for the CEM is
provided by a multi-lat-
eral CEM Secretariat
based in Paris, France.

Smart port 
Mumbai: The govern-
ment plans to develop
the country's premier
container port
Jawaharlal Nehru Port
as a fully smart port
within one year, Union
Minister Sarbananda
Sonowal said.
Speaking at the 34th
anniversary and annu-
al award distribution
ceremony of the JNPA,
the Minister for Ports,
Shipping and
Waterways said the
government wants the
facility to compete with
the best ports in the
world.

FINANCIAL RESULTS

Anish Shah (L), Managing Director & CEO, M&M Ltd, Manoj Bhat, Group CFO, M&M
Ltd. and Rajesh Jejurikar (L), Executive Director and CEO, Auto & Farm Sector, M&M
Ltd at the announmcement of the company’s financial results for the fourth quarter,
in Mumbai, Friday, May 26.

New Delhi, May 26: 

The government is at-
tempting to link tax col-
lected at source for pay-
ments made by individu-
als with tax deducted from
their income sources, a
move that will help in en-
suring cash flows of the
individual taxpayers are
not impacted, according to
a senior official. The move
also comes at a time when
the government is set to
impose a 20 per cent Tax
Collection at Source (TCS)
on certain international
spends from July 1.

Generally, TCS is the tax
collected by a seller at the
time of sale of goods or
services while Tax

Deducted at Source (TDS)
is the amount levied as tax
by the government. The
government has exempted
transactions up to Rs 7
lakh from the TCS, provid-
ing relief to small taxpay-
ers. So, bulk of the trans-
actions made by most will

not be covered under 20
per cent TCS, Chief
Economic Advisor (CEA)
V Anantha Nageswaran
has said. Defending the de-
cision, he said, "And it
(government) also at-
tempts to link the TCS
with your TDS such that if
there are TCS payment
made by you it has to re-
flect a lower TDS.

Such that it simply is a
matter of making sure
that you are not affected
from a cash flow perspec-
tive." It will also provide a
huge amount of relief for
people who are concerned
about this annoyance or
irritation of seeing this
TCS apart from TDS, he
said at industry body's

CII's event on Thursday.
The 20 per cent TCS levy
on international credit
card spends is to come
into force from July 1.
Facing backlash, the fi-
nance ministry last week,
exempted up to Rs 7 lakh
spend from the TCS
ambit.

"The exemption was
done... The pass through
of TCS into TDS deduc-
tion will also make sure
that ordinary taxpayers
do not see impact as far as
they are concerned," he
said. Further, CEA said
one point of view is that
all that "you needed was to
levy 1 per cent or 5 per
cent so that you can track
it". But there are people

who are happy to stay out
of tax net by even paying 1
per cent or 5 per cent. So
there has to be a deterrent
effect as well, he noted.
According to him, data is
available with the govern-
ment that do point out
that this mechanism has
been not just abused by a
small set of people but the
volumes involved are fair-
ly substantial.

Currently, overseas
medical treatment and ed-
ucation expenses up to Rs
7 lakh a year is exempt
from TCS. A 5 per cent
levy is charged on expens-
es exceeding Rs 7 lakh. For
those who have availed ed-
ucation loans, the rate of
TCS is 0.5 per cent.

Govt attempting to link tax collected at
source with tax deducted at source: CEA New Delhi, May 26:  

British luxury carmak-
er McLaren Automotive
on Friday said it has
launched hybrid sports
car Artura in India with
price starting at Rs 5.1
crore (ex-showroom). The
company produces the
cars at its UK-based facili-
ty and then ships the units
to various locations, in-
cluding India. The price of
the car varies on the level
of personalisation ordered
by the customer. "Our im-
pact in the Indian market
in our first year has been
outstanding, and we look
forward to continuing to
provide our customers
with an exceptional serv-
ice and the ultimate driv-
ing experience," McLaren

Automotive Managing
Director - APAC and China
Paul Harris noted. The
model comes with a 2,993-
cc twin-turbocharged V6
petrol engine, paired with
an eight-speed transmis-
sion and a lithium-ion bat-
tery pack, which provides
the supercar with instant
torque and improved
throttle response. The
package generates a com-
bined power output of
680PS and 720 Nm of
torque.

McLaren drives in
hybrid sports car Artura
in India at Rs 5.1 crore

Mumbai, May 26: 

Veteran banker K V
Kamath on Friday said
there is a need to correct
"compliance burdens" for
businesses in the country
and also reduce litigations.
Kamath, who now chairs
the government-promoted
National Bank for
Financing Infrastructure
and Development
(NaBFID), said that the gov-
ernment needs to reduce
the litigation and concerns
on tax laws at a greater
speed. "...the level of com-
pliances and compliance
burden that needs to be cor-
rected," he said addressing
an event organised by in-
dustry body Ficci here. He
later elaborated that the
government itself has iden-
tified issues on the compli-
ances front when it spoke

about simplification of var-
ious procedures for busi-
nesses.

When asked if it is im-
pacting investor confi-
dence, Kamath replied in
negative, reasoning that the
investor class will come
wherever it sees value.
Kamath said the foreign di-
rect investment (FDI) flows
have been impacted by the
overall global sentiment
where volatilities are lead-
ing to a deferment of deci-

sions, and also the funding
winter in the private equity
and venture capital space.
Private capital expenditure
will start picking up once
the corporate capacity utili-
sation crosses the threshold
of 85 per cent, Kamath said.
Kamath said industry cap-
tains are deferring their in-
vestment decisions till they
see demand for their goods.
However, he said that de-
mand is not sluggish. He
said sectors like steel and
cement, which constitute
the primary building
blocks, will run out of ca-
pacity first and start invest-
ing. Kamath said he does
not want to ascribe an al-
phabet to the recovery, as
being V-shaped or K-shaped
which illustrates in-
equities, but exuded confi-
dence that India will experi-
ence long-term growth.

Mumbai, May 26: 
India's foreign exchange
reserves dropped by USD 6.052
billion to USD 593.477 billion
during the week ended May 19,
RBI said on Friday. The drop in
the kitty has snapped two con-
secutive weeks of increases. In
the previous reporting week, the
overall reserves had increased
by USD 3.5 billion to take the
overall quantum just shy of USD
600 billion. In October 2021, the
country's forex kitty had
reached an all-time high of USD
645 billion. The reserves have
been declining as the central
bank deploys the kitty to defend
the rupee amid pressures
caused majorly by global devel-
opments. For the week ended
May 19, the foreign currency
assets, a major component of
the reserves, declined by USD
4.654 billion to USD 524.945 bil-
lion, according to the Weekly
Statistical Supplement released
by the RBI on Friday.

Need to correct compliance 
burdens for businesses: Kamath

Forex reserves drop
by USD 6 billion to
USD 593.48 billion

Kanpur, May 26: 

Union Civil Aviation
Minister Jyotiraditya
Scindia on Friday said
that air services from
Kanpur to Delhi will begin
soon.

Speaking at the inaugu-
ration of the new terminal
building of Kanpur
Airport, the Union minis-
ter said, "We have an-
nounced 59 new routes
and 122 new routes will be
announced in the future.
We have the vision to con-
nect Kanpur with
Pantnagar, Aligarh,
Moradabad and
Shravasti."

There are currently 11
airports operating in the
state, and 11 more airports
will be started over the
next three years. Uttar
Pradesh will get 22 new

airports altogether. Be it
Chitrakoot, Moradabad,
Jhansi, Ghazipur, Aligarh,
Azamgarh, Saharanpur or
Shravasti, airport facili-
ties will be provided at all
these places, Scinidia said.
The terminal building will
be 16 times bigger than the
existing terminal at a proj-
ect cost of Rs 150 crore and
is equipped to handle 400
passengers during peak
hours, as compared to 50
passengers earlier.

Air services from
Kanpur to Delhi will
begin soon: Scindia

Pune, May 26: 

Bank of Maharashtra
also recorded highest
growth in profitability with
bottom-line growing almost
126 per cent to Rs 2,602 crore
during the year. State-
owned Bank of
Maharashtra (BoM) has
emerged as the top per-
former among public sector
lenders in terms of loan and
deposit growth in percent-
age terms during 2022-23.
The Pune-headquartered
lender also recorded highest
growth in profitability with
bottom-line growing almost
126 per cent to Rs 2,602 crore
during the year. However,
all the 12 public sector
banks together recorded 57
per cent jump in net profit
at Rs 1,04,649 crore in FY23,
according to published
yearly numbers of public
sector banks (PSBs). In
terms of percentage in-
crease in gross advances,

BoM recorded 29.4 per cent
jump in loans at Rs 1,75,120
crore as of March 2023. It
was followed by Indian
Overseas Bank and UCO
Bank with 21.2 per cent and
20.6 per cent growth, respec-
tively. However, in absolute
terms, aggregate loans of
the country’s biggest lender
SBI were nearly 16 times
higher at Rs 27,76,802 crore.
With regard to deposit
growth, BoM witnessed 15.7
per cent rise and
mobilizedRs 2,34,083 crore

at the end of March 2023.
Bank of Baroda was second
with 13 per cent growth in
deposits (Rs 10,47,375 crore)
while Punjab National
Bank recorded 11.26 per
cent increase at Rs 12,51,708
crore, according to the data.

BoM retained the top po-
sition in terms of garnering
low-cost Current Account
and Savings Account
(CASA) deposits with 53.38
per cent followed by Central
Bank of India (50.18 per
cent).

Bank of Maharashtra tops PSU lenders
chart in profit and loan growth in FY23

Mumbai, May 26: 

Enabling customerswith
an unparalleled combina-
tion of benefits, from shop-
ping to entertainment,
Amazon Prime is a valued
membership, that ensures
to deliver on the ‘Joy of
More’ in each customer’s
life. The campaign premise
urges customers to derive
maximum value from
their Prime membership.
A plethora of benefits
clubbed under one mem-
bership, Amazon Prime
enables members to avail
free- one day deliveryon
over 40 lakh products,
shopping with “Prime of-
fers every day” on one’s fa-
vorite products like every-
day home essentials as
well as phones, clothing,
home décor, beauty and
more. The campaign
adopts a unique approach

– with two sets of films –
one talking to not-yet
Prime customers high-
lighting ‘One Membership,
Many Benefits’ while the
other talks to existing
Prime members reiterat-
ing the multiple benefits
that they can enjoy with
their Amazon Prime mem-
bership. The campaign re-
volves around moments of
a couple with one set ad-
dressing the hard-hitting
message of what’s special
about Amazon Prime
membership, while the
other set revolves around
the life of a Prime member
whose expectations have
increased from everything
around them. In this cam-
paign, the Prime mascots,
a memorable brand asset
across Prime communica-
tions, have also evolved to
become more diverse and
inclusive.

Amazon Prime captures joy of
more through their new ‘Sach

Mein Too Much’ campaign

Mumbai, May 26: 

HDFC Pension
Management Company
Ltd., the fastest growing
legacy Pension Fund
Manager under the
National Pension System
(NPS) has crossed the
milestone of Rs. 50,000 cr.
of Assets Under
Management (AUM) on
May 15th 2023. Since its
launch in 2013, the
Company, a wholly owned
subsidiary of HDFC Life
Insurance Company Ltd.,
has grown at a fast rate
(see table below). The
AUM size has grown 400%
in a span of thirty three
(33) months from a base
AUM of Rs. 10,000 Cr.
which was achieved in
July 2020.

HDFC Pension is the
fastest growing legacy
Pension Fund Manager in

India, under Retail and
Corporate NPS segments
with the highest number
of subscribers (15,00,000+
as on 1st May 2023).
Speaking on this mile-
stone, Sriram Iyer – Chief
Executive Officer, HDFC
Pension said, “This is a
very proud moment for us.
We are delighted to have
crossed this milestone of
Rs. 50,000 cr. AUM and this
validates our strong pres-
ence.

HDFC Pension’s assets
under management
cross Rs. 50,000 cr Mumbai, May 26: 

The CII Foundation an-
nounced the Woman
Exemplar Award 2023 win-
ners at the CII Annual
Session. The Award, given
in the categories of Health,
Education and Micro-enter-
prise recognizes grassroots
women leaders from rural
and resource-poor back-
grounds who are driving so-
cial change in their commu-
nities. The Award was pre-
sented by  Smriti Irani,
Minister for Women and
Child Development and
Minority Affairs at a cere-
mony attended by senior
leaders from the
Government, Indian
Industry, social development
sector, and media.

The Awards were given to
Pushpa Shukla from Raipur,
Chhattisgarh in the
Education category,
Zohmangaihi from Aizawl,
Mizoram in the Health cate-

gory and Archana Gokul
Mane from Osmanabad,
Maharashtra in the Micro-
enterprise category. Each
winner received a trophy, a
certificate, and a cash award
of Rs 3 lakh. Pushpa Shukla
from Raipur, Chhattisgarh,
the winner in the Education
Category grew up with a re-
strictive father. That, and
other systemic challenges
prevented her from becom-
ing a doctor but she educat-
ed herself and was deter-

mined to provide equal op-
portunity to every tribal
child, creating online tools
and resources that benefited
more than 10,000 students,
200 school headmasters, and
over 1,600 assistant teachers.
Her work in improving the
foundational literacy levels
of children has brought
about a change in the Basic
Education System of the
state, benefiting close to 7.5
lakh beneficiaries directly
and indirectly.

CII Foundation announced the Woman
Exemplar Award 2023 winners

Mumbai, May 26:  

The rupee appreciated
by 14 paise to 82.58 (provi-
sional) against the US dol-
lar on Friday, supported by
foreign capital inflows and
a positive trend in domes-
tic equities. However, the
elevated level of the US
dollar against major cross-
es overseas restricted the
upward movement in the
domestic unit, forex
traders said. The dollar
index is trading above the
104-level on safe-haven ap-
peal, as US President Joe
Biden and Republican
House Speaker Kevin
McCarthy are reportedly
close to reaching an agree-
ment on the US debt ceil-
ing. At the interbank for-
eign exchange market, the
local unit opened at 82.73
against the US dollar and
settled at 82.58 (provision-
al), up 14 paise over its pre-
vious close.

Mumbai, May 26: 

Equity benchmark in-
dices extended their pre-
vious day's rally on
Friday, with the Sensex
climbing 1 per cent,
amid buying in index
major Reliance
Industries, fresh foreign
fund inflows and a large-
ly positive trend in glob-
al markets. The 30-share
BSE Sensex jumped
629.07 points or 1.02 per
cent to settle at 62,501.69.
During the day, it rallied
657.21 points or 1.06 per
cent to 62,529.83.

The NSE Nifty
climbed 178.20 points or
0.97 per cent to end at
18,499.35. From the
Sensex pack, Reliance
Industries jumped 2.79
per cent. Sun Pharma,
Hindustan Unilever,
HCL Technologies,
Wipro, Tech Mahindra,
UltraTech Cement, Tata

Steel and Titan were
among the other major
gainers. Bharti Airtel,
Power Grid and NTPC
were the laggards. In
Asian markets, Seoul,
Tokyo and Shanghai
ended in the green.
Equity markets in
Europe were trading
lower. The US market
ended mostly with gains
on Thursday. The
Sensex climbed 98.84
points or 0.16 per cent to
settle at 61,872.62 on
Thursday. The Nifty
gained 35.75 points or
0.20 per cent to end at
18,321.15. Foreign
Institutional Investors
(FIIs) were net buyers
on Thursday as they
bought equities worth
Rs 589.10 crore, accord-
ing to exchange data.

Meanwhile, global oil
benchmark Brent crude
climbed 0.24 per cent to
USD 76.44 a barrel.

Equity markets rally for 2nd
day; Sensex jumps 1 pc

Rupee rises 14 paise
to close at 82.58
against US dollar



Bollywood actor Shahid Kapoor, who received a lot
of positive response for his streaming series
'Farzi', is set to headline an action thriller film di-

rected by Malayalam director Rosshan Andrrews, who is
known for blockbusters like 'Salute' and 'Kayamkulam
Kochunni'. The plot follows a brilliant yet rebellious po-
lice officer investigating a high-profile case. As he delves
deeper into the case, he uncovers a web of deceit and be-
trayal, leading him down a thrilling and dangerous
path. Talking about the film, Shahid said: "It's rare to
find a subject that has action, thrill, drama and sus-
pense all packed into one script and I am really
looking forward to this. Rosshan Andrrews is a
veteran filmmaker whose Malayalam filmogra-
phy is spectacular. We have spent many months
together now and it will be a pleasure to work
with such a fantastic cinematic mind. I can't
wait to bring this exhilarating, entertaining and
thrilling story to the masses."

ACROSS
1. Aroma
5. Old wound
9. Theater walkway
14. The ____ Star State
15. "____ Enchanted" (movie)
16. Drying cloth
17. Play host
19. Shaquille ____
20. Pilfered
21. Lucifer
23. Adam's partner

24. Recipe abbr.
26. Unlock again
28. Lariats
32. Jar tops
33. Intrigued
36. Wedding dessert
40. Make into law
41. Ascot
42. Steam bath
43. Liability
44. Low priority locale (2 wds.)
46. Metallic deposits
48. Foot arch

49. Biblical mountain
52. Golf stroke
54. Border
55. Tiny landmass
57. Fable collector
62. Graven images
64. Parking lot employee
66. Consent
67. Ship's bottom
68. Andes native
69. Plant beginnings
70. Makes mistakes
71. Casual tops

DOWN
1. Spanish cheers
2. Stop that!
3. Atop
4. Rod and ____
5. Immovable
6. Hold tightly
7. Pseudonym
8. Talk wildly
9. Repented
10. Electrified atom
11. Use a broom
12. Take off
13. Comic ____ DeGeneres
18. Witty reply
22. Parched
25. NNW's opposite
27. Movie awards
28. Committed perjury
29. "The Diary of ____ Frank"
30. Wild attempt
31. Zone
32. Scallion's kin

34. Amtrak stops (abbr.)
35. Facial spasm
37. Parent's sister
38. Leg joint
39. Old West lawman
42. Beach acquisition
44. Bookie's concerns
45. Drill attachment
47. Elevates
49. Diva's offerings
50. Blue ____ Mountains
51. Love, in Rome
52. ____ Pan
53. Say
56. Tahoe, e.g.
58. Prepare copy
59. Sensible
60. "____ upon a time..."
61. Sch. groups
63. Was ahead
65. Overhead trains
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C R O S S WO R D 657

SOLUTION 656

Leading Tollywood star Ram
Charan, who gained world-

wide popularity with the
Oscar-winning RRR, has joined
hands with his friend Vikram
Reddy of UV Creations, to
announce 'V Mega Pictures', a
production house established
with the intention of encour-
aging new and young talent.
The production house will
cater to Pan-Indian audiences
while giving emerging talent a
platform to shine.
The production company said
that it is ready to captivate
audiences with exceptional
storytelling and groundbreak-
ing entertainment.
Led by a visionary team with
passion for the art of filmmak-
ing, V Mega Pictures is com-
mitted to providing a platform
for under-represented voices
in the industry, it said.
"We at V Mega Pictures are
dedicated to fostering an
inclusive and collaborative
environment that embraces
diversity and welcomes fresh
perspectives. By championing
creativity and pushing bound-
aries, we aim to create a last-
ing impact on the entertain-
ment industry and pave the
way for new and emerging tal-
ent," a statement from the
production house quoted Ram
Charan as saying.
"We are delighted to embark
on this exciting journey. By
collaborating with talented
artists, writers, directors, and
technicians, V Mega Pictures
aims to push the boundaries of
storytelling and bring fresh
perspectives to the screen,"
said Vikram Reddy.

Ram Charan to 
encourage new talent
with V Mega Pictures

This weekend, get
ready for a double
dose of entertain-

ment as Zee Cinema
presents dhamakedar
World Television
Premieres of Mission
Majnu on 27th May at
8pm and Phone Bhoot on
28th May at 12pm.
Witness Bollywood ka
Shershaah aka Sidharth
Malhotra as a jaanbanz
agent bringing one of
the most dangerous na-
tional missions to
screens with one of his
most-awaited films of
the year - Mission
Majnu. It's then time to
face some bhoots jo has-
sayenge bhi aur dar-
rayenge bhi with a
mazedar horror comedy -

Phone Bhoot where we
see Katrina Kaif in an all
new avatar, along with
Siddhant Chaturvedi and
Ishaan Khatter. So, what

are you waiting for? The
ultimate family weekend
is finally here, just tune
into Zee Cinema!

Tune-in to Zee Cinema

for the World Television
Premiere of Mission
Majnu on 27th May at
8pm and Phone Bhoot on
28th May at 12pm.

World TV Premieres of ‘Mission Majnu’
and ‘Phone Bhoot’ only on Zee Cinema!

Shahid Kapoor to lead action
thriller helmed by Malayalam
director Rosshan Andrrews

The Ganges holds
more than mere
sanctity; it pulsates

as the very essence of
India. Devotees beseech
this sacred river for bless-
ings of prosperity. During
Ganga Dussehra, multi-
tudes of radiant lamps
adorn the coursing wa-
ters, invoking serenity
and benevolence. With
unwavering enthusiasm
and zeal, this festival is
joyously celebrated
across various states
where the Ganges flows.
On this occasion, &TV
artists Neha Joshi
(Yashoda, Doosri Maa),
Yogesh Tripathi (Daroga
Happu Singh, Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan), and
Vidisha Srivastava (Anita
Bhabi, Bhabiji Ghar Par
Hai) talk about the signifi-
cance and rituals associ-

ated with the festival.
Vidisha Srivastava, aka

Anita Bhabi from Bhabiji
Ghar Par Hai, shares,
“Devotees seek blessings
from the sacred Ganga
River for good fortune.
During my childhood, I
joyfully played near the
serene ghats of the
Ganges and witnessed the
enchanting sight of
countless lamps adorning
its flowing waters during
the festival. This beauti-
ful ritual symbolizes the
pursuit of peace and
goodness. During this
time of the year, people
from across the world
gather in Varanasi to par-
take in the purifying act
of bathing in the holy
river. Additionally, my
mother faithfully adhered
to the tradition of offer-
ing tenfold. Whether it

was presenting ten vari-
eties of flowers, fra-
grances, lamps, oblations,
betel leaves, or fruits, she
emphasized the signifi-
cance of the number ten.
While immersing oneself
in the Ganges, it was cus-
tomary to take ten sacred
dips. In our family, this
auspicious day has held
great importance for ac-
quiring valuable posses-
sions, purchasing new ve-
hicles, or entering a new
home. I yearn to be pres-
ent in the city this year,
longing to relive these
cherished experiences
again.”

Tune in to Doosri Maa
at 8:00 pm, Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan at 10:00 pm,
and Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai
at 10:30 pm, airing every
Monday to Friday only on
&TV!

&TV artists seek blessings of Ganga

Playback singer
Jubin Nautiyal re-
leased a new track

titled 'Bewafa Se Pyaar
Kiya', featuring Riva
Kishan and Gautam
Singh Vig on Thursday.
The track has been com-
posed by Payal Dev while
lyrics was written by
Manoj Muntashir.

The music video of the
song, directed by Donati

Media, takes viewers
through a modern-day
and relevant story that
touches upon infidelity
and betrayal.

Talking about the song,
Jubin Nautiyal said: "This
is a heart touching song
and something many peo-
ple will connect with. I'm
sure 'Bewafa Se Pyaar
Kiya' is going to be loved
by all the broken hearts."

Riva Kishan shared:
"This is my first ever
music video. Gautam has
been a fantastic co-star to
work with who made me
very comfortable on set.
This is an amazing song
that will hit right at your
heart-strings and I think a
lot of people who have
faced unfaithfulness in
love will relate to this
song." Gautam Singh Vig,
who stars opposite Riva in
the song, said: "Bewafa Se
Pyaar Kiya is a heart
wrenching song that com-
bines elements of relat-
able lyrics, melodious
singing and impactful vi-
suals.

Jubin Nautiyal’s ‘Bewafa
Se Pyaar Kiya’ presents

a tale of betrayal

Eating healthy and
nutritious food can
provide a valuable

boost to your wellbeing
and success. Here's a
look inside the dabbas of
your favourite &TV
artists including Aayudh
Bhansuhali (Krishna,
Doosri Maa), Himani
Shivpuri (Katori Amma,
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan),
and Aasif Sheikh
(Vibhuti Narayan
Mishra, Bhabiji Ghar
Par Hai).

Himani Shivpuri, aka
Katori Amma from
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan,
shares, “Lunchtime on
our sets is special be-
cause we sit together and
converse while eating. I
am a ‘Dabba’ person who
never forgets to bring a
lunch box whenever
shooting. I carry a juice
bottle and some dry
fruits packed. I like to
munch on as and when I
feel hungry between the
scenes. For lunch, I carry
homemade food consist-
ing of a small portion of

rice because it is an ex-
cellent source of carbs.
To add nutritious value
to my diet, I consume
boiled dal with lots of
veggies, one seasonal
sabzi without potatoes,
and two fruits. My lunch
box is both nutritious
and delicious.”

Tune in to Doosri Maa
at 8:00 pm, Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan at 10:00 pm,
and Bhabiji Ghar Par
Hai at 10:30 pm, airing
every Monday to Friday
only on &TV! 

TV actors unlock
their tiffin box! 

Hip-hop artiste Raja Kumari, who is known for her chartbuster
song 'City Slums', recently attended the ongoing edition of

the Cannes Film Festival. She donned a stunning red custom
ensemble designed by celebrity designer Manish Malhotra. The
red ensemble came with a cape and long trail at the back. Raja
Kumari attended the film festival for Inde wild, a beauty ecosys-
tem,founded by Diipa Khosla. Speaking of her debut, Raja
Kumari said: "I am so honoured to have been asked to attend the
Cannes Film Festival and support my friend Diipa Khosla and Ind
Wild." She further mentioned: "I always choose Indian Couture
for my most important moments and I felt like a goddess wear-
ing Manish Malhotra's sari with an elongated cape. I truly am
humbled and grateful for this opportunity to be a part of the first
South Asian brand representing at one of the most prestigious
events in the world."

Raja Kumari exudes elegance,
oomph at Cannes in caped 
outfit by Manish Malhotra
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Kuala Lumpur, May 26 (PTI):

Star Indian shuttlers PV
Sindhu and HS Prannoy
advanced to the women's
and men's singles semifi-
nals of the Malaysia
Masters Super 500 tourna-
ment with hard-fought
wins over their respective
opponents here on Friday.

While double Olympic
medallist Sindhu, seeded
sixth in the tournament,
beat lower ranked Yi Man
Zhang of China 21-16, 13-
21, 22-20, Prannoy earned a
25-23, 18-21, 21-13 win over
Kenta Nishimoto of Japan
in the quarterfinals.

Sindhu faces seventh
seed and world number
nine Gregoria Mariska
Tunjung of Indonesia in
the semifinals on Saturday.
Tunjung upset second seed
Yi Zhi Wang of China in
the quarterfinals 21-18, 22-
20.

Tunjung has been in fine
form recently and Sindhu
had lost to her in the
Madrid Spain Masters
final in straight games in
April. The Indian will,
however, go into the semifi-
nals with a 7-1 head-to-head
advantage over Tunjung.
World number nine
Prannoy faces qualifier
Christian Adinata, ranked
57, of Indonesia, who beat

Kidambi Srikanth 16-21, 21-
16, 21-11 in another quar-
terfinals, in the semifinals
of Saturday. Prannoy has
never played against the 21-
year-old Adinata, who
began playing at the senior
level just last year.

For world number 13
Sindhu, it was a revenge of
sort for her round-of-32 loss
to Zhang, ranked 18th, in
the All England Open earli-
er this year. She had also
beaten her Chinese oppo-
nent in the same tourna-
ment last year.

The first game was an in-
triguing one. Sindhu found
herself on the back foot as
she trailed 0-5, but she
made a fine recovery and
made the score 10-all. After
that, Sindhu led all
through and clinched the

first game 21-16.
In the second game,

Zhang learnt her lessons
and did not allow Sindhu to
come back unlike in the
first. From 2-all, it was
Zhang who led all through
till the end to make the tie
1-1. The decider was neck-
and-neck all through and it
could have gone either way.
From 12-all onwards, the
shuttlers didn't give each
other more than a two-
point lead, and it went like
that till 17-all.

But from there, Sindhu
zoomed to take a 20-17 lead
but Zhang won the next
three points to level the
score 20-20. But ultimately,
Sindhu held onto her nerve
to grab the next two points
to win the third game and
the match.

Salalah (Oman), May 26 (PTI):

India would look to con-
tinue their winning mo-
mentum after two com-
manding victories but
they can ill-afford to drop
their guard when they face
arch-rivals Pakistan in a
Pool A match of the Men's
Junior Asia Cup here on
Saturday.

India thrashed Chinese
Taipei 18-0 in their open-
ing match, before beating
Japan 3-1. But they will
have their first real test of
the tournament in the
form of a confident
Pakistan who have also
notched up resounding
wins over Chinese Taipei
(15-1) and Thailand (9-0).

India captain Uttam
Singh said the two wins
had instilled a lot of confi-
dence in his team but ad-
mitted that the match
against Pakistan will be a
"close contest".

"We have started the
tournament on a strong
note and we will look to
continue with the same
mentality against
Pakistan. Our first two
wins have given us the
confidence we needed to
go through the tourna-
ment. Pakistan have a
strong team as well and it
will be a close contest,"
said Uttam on Friday.

Uttam said India's de-
fence was capable of fac-
ing the Pakistani attacks.

"We have a good defen-

sive unit but Pakistan also
have good attackers
among their ranks. But we
have faced similar chal-
lenges over the past and
we are confident we will be

able to restrict them from
scoring goals," said Uttam.

The two teams last
played against each other
in the 2015 Junior Asia
Cup final, which India

won 6-2. Since 2011, the
arch-rivals have met seven
times in the Junior Asia
Cup, with India winning
five times while Pakistan
emerged victorious once.

One match ended in a
draw. India head coach CR
Kumar said his players
will have to remain calm
and play to their strengths
against Pakistan.

Men’s junior Asia Cup hockey

India seeks to continue winning
momentum against Pakistan

New Delhi, May 26 (PTI):

The Indian men's hock-
ey team came from be-
hind to clinch a comfort-
able 3-1 win against Japan
in their second Pool A
game at the Junior Asia
Cup in Salalah, Oman on
Thursday.

Araijeet Singh Hundal
(36th), Sharda Nand
Tiwari (39th) and Uttam
Singh (56th) scored a goal
apiece for India while
Kumpei Yasuda (19th)
found the back of the net
for Japan.

This was India's second
win in as many games at
the junior continental
championship.

India mounted an at-
tack from the get-go and
were keen on landing the
first blow against Japan.
However, Japan held on in
the early exchanges, keep-
ing their opponents at bay.

Nonetheless, soon after
the midway mark, the
Indian colts started to cre-
ate more chances with
Sudeep Chirmako mak-
ing the opposition goalie
work. Japan almost

opened the scoring late in
the quarter at the other
end, but India stood firm,
with the teams going into
the break locked at 0-0.

It was Japan who broke
the deadlock, against the
run of play, as Kumpei
Yasuda slotted it past the
left of goalkeeper to lead
1-0 at the half-time break.

After the interval, it
was Japan who started
out the better team, keep-
ing India in their own half

for quite a bit. However,
India rallied back, scoring
the equaliser soon after as
Hundal rifled it home
from the left.

With their tails up,
India went on the offen-
sive, and won a series of
penalty corners, the last
of which helped them
storm into the lead as
Sharda Nand powered it
into the top corner.

With one quarter left,
India were leading 2-1.

In the final quarter,
India started out on the
front foot, eager to add to
their advantage. Eleven
minutes in, India won a
penalty corner, and cap-
tain Uttam Singh scored
to give his side a two-goal
cushion. Japan looked to
counterpunch quickly but
India's defenders literally
put their bodies on the
line, and eventually saw
out the contest with a 3-1
scoreline.

India register a comfortable 3-1 win against Japan

Sindhu, Prannoy
advance to semifinals,

Srikanth out
Malaysia Masters

Sydney, May 26 (PTI):

Australia have selected
wicketkeeper Jimmy
Peirson as cover for back-
up gloveman Josh Inglis,
who will return home
after the opening Ashes
Test for the birth of his
first child.

Alex Carey is Australia's
first-choice keeper for the
World Test Championship
(WTC) final against India
and the five Ashes Tests
and Inglis has been select-
ed as his back-up.

But Inglis will return to
Perth after the first Ashes
Test starting on June 16
and his place will be taken
up before the second Test
at Lord's by 30-year-old
Queensland gloveman
Peirson, who has 65 first-
class games to his credit,
according to
cricket.com.au on Friday.

The Australian team
management has said
Inglis will rejoin the squad
later in the series.

Peirson, who has been
impressive at the domestic
and Australia 'A' level with

both the bat and gloves,
trained with the Test
squad in Brisbane last
week and would be fancy-
ing his chances of wearing
the iconic Baggy Green
during the Ashes.

The right-handed lower-
order batter has improved
his batting drastically
over the years, going from
an average of less than 30
in his first 35 first-class
games to 42.56, including
six tons in 30 games since
the 2020-21 season.

He also struck an un-

beaten 128 for Australia 'A'
during their tour of Sri
Lanka last year.

Peirson's appearance in
the Australian Test squad
has partly been delayed be-
cause Tim Paine was the
first-choice keeper for a
long time and then Carey
replaced the former cap-
tain, who stepped down
due to a controversy ahead
of the 2021 Ashes series at
home. Peirson said he was
driven by the desire to set
higher standards for him-
self.

Australia include Peirson as
cover for back-up keeper Inglis

Mumbai, May 26 (PTI):

Contrary to reports in
some quarters that BCCI
is planning to cancel the
proposed home series
against Afghanistan due
to cramped calendar,
there is possibility that a
second string team might
play with all seniors in-
cluding ODI and Test cap-
tain Rohit Sharma along
with senior player Virat
Kohli rested before West
Indies tour.

All Indian players were
involved in a gruelling
IPL for nearly two
months and will be in
England for a one-off
WTC final but after that,
most seniors like Kohli
and Rohit will need rest
before they embark on
West Indies tour where
all three formats will be
played. Kohli and Rohit
are certain two play Tests
and ODIs and would need
adequate rest.

With only window for
Afghanistan series be-
tween June 20-30, the

BCCI might have shorten
the series or may be only
convert it into either T20I
or ODI series and play the
a second string side led
by Hardik Pandya.

Mirwais Ashraf, the
president of the
Afghanistan Cricket
Board (ACB) is in India
for the final of the IPL
and while a meeting be-
tween the members of
the Asian Cricket
Council is slated to take
place, India and
Afghanistan cricket
boards could also finalise
the details of their pro-
posed white-ball series.

The Indian team has a
packed schedule lined up
after the conclusion of
the IPL. While the coach-
ing staff and some mem-
bers of the team have al-
ready flown to England to
prepare for the final of
the World Test
Championship against
Australia starting on
June 7, there is also a full
tour of the Caribbean
lined up ahead.

New Delhi, May 26 (PTI):

Mahendra Singh Dhoni
is a "magician" who can
turn someone else's "trash
into treasure" says the
great Matthew Hayden,
who also reckons that the
former India captain's un-
matched contribution to
the CSK success story
makes his playing future
with the franchise "almost
irrelevant".

Dhoni's tactical genius
has played a big part in
CSK reaching their 10th
IPL final. He did not have
the best of bowling attacks
at his disposal at the start
of the tournament but he
has been able to bring the
best out of it.

How he has used
Ajinkya Rahane and
Shivam Dube in the bat-
ting department has also
been praised widely.

Dhoni, who has played
with a knee injury
throughout the tourna-
ment, has given himself 8-

9 months to decide on his
playing future. Hayden,
however, feels the World
Cup winning captain will
not be around for the next
IPL. "MS is a magician. He
takes someone else's trash
and makes them treasure.
He is a very skilful and
positive captain. He said
something really interest-
ing which I thought
summed up not only his
humility and his truth
around cricket where he is

represented and that is in
Tamil Nadu Cricket
Association," Hayden told
PTI. "The alignment be-
tween that association and
the franchise, how strong
that is in terms of build-
ing that process. To me
that is MS. There is a sys-
tematic way of going
though things and work-
ing through them. He did
that for India and he is
doing it for Chennai Super
kings.

Dubai, May 26 (PTI):
The winners of next month's
World Test Championship Final
between India and Australia at
The Oval will take home USD
1.6 million in prize money,
while runners-up will get rich-
er by USD 800,000, the ICC
announced here on Friday.
The championship decider will
be played at The Oval, London
from June 7-11 with June 12 as
the reserve day.
The tournament prize money
is the same as that for the
inaugural World Test
Championship Final in 2019-21
-- a total purse of USD 3.8 mil-
lion besides the WTC Mace.
The Kane Williamson-led New
Zealand side were rewarded
with USD 1.6 million besides
the glittering Mace in
Southampton two years ago,
courtesy an eight-wicket win
over India in the six-day final.
All nine teams will get a share
in the USD 3.8 million purse
with South Africa earning USD
450,000 for finishing third in
the WTC 2021-23 standings.
England, who made a late
surge and finished their cam-
paign in fourth spot, will bag
USD 350,000.

Almaty , May 26 (PTI): 

Paris Olympics quota
winner Bhowneesh
Mendiratta missed two
targets out of 75 to
move into joint lead on
day one of trap compe-
tition at the ISSF
Shotgun World Cup
here on Friday.

The 23-year-old from
Faridabad was tied
with four others, which
included among others
double world and 2020
Tokyo Olympics mixed
team trap champion
Alberto Fernandez of
Spain.

The 69-strong field
will come back for two
more rounds of qualifi-
cation on Saturday, be-
fore the six-shooter
final, which is also
scheduled on the same
day. Bhowneesh's first
and third rounds were
perfect 25s. He missed
only the 28th and 43rd
targets and looked solid

throughout.
His senior team-

mates Zoravar Sandhu
and Prithviraj
Tondaiman were placed
16th and 23rd among
the contenders, after
shooting scores of 71
and 70 respectively.
Both of them would be
looking at perfect
rounds on Saturday to
harbour any hopes of
qualifying for the final
round. In women's trap,
Shreyasi Singh was the
best-placed Indian, hav-
ing shot 70 to lie eighth.

Rio Olympics cham-
pion Catherine Skinner
of Australia was lead-
ing the field with 73.
India's Manisha Keer
was lying 22nd with a
score of 65, while Preeti
Rajak was 28th with a
score of 61.

With a silver and a
bronze, both in
women's skeet, India
are currently fourth on
the medals tally.

New Delhi, May 26 (PTI):

The Badminton
Association of India (BAI)
will conduct a selection
trial at the Karnail Singh
Stadium here from June 4
to 7 to pick the team for the
Asian Junior
Championships.

The Asian Junior cham-
pionships is scheduled to
be held in Yogyakarta,
Indonesia from July 7 to
16.

The players will be se-
lected on the basis of their
performances in the selec-
tion trials.

The trials will include
top-8 boys and girls singles
shuttlers as well as top-4
pairs from doubles events
from the All India Junior
Ranking Badminton
Tournament held in
Guwahati earlier this
month, along with top-4
singles players and top-2
doubles pairs in the BAI
rankings.

Trap shooter
Bhowneesh in joint lead

at Almaty World Cup

WTC winners to
get USD 1.6 million

prize money
BCCI could rest all seniors 

for Afghanistan series keeping
Windies tour in mind

Dhoni takes someone else’s trash and
makes it treasure: Matthew Hayden

BAI to conduct 
trials for Badminton

Asia Junior
Championship

Manchester, May 26 (AP):

It has not always gone
smoothly for Erik ten Hag
in his first year in charge
at Manchester United.

There is still much
work to be done if the 20-
time league champion is
to be restored to its for-
mer glories.

But on Thursday night,
in front of a packed Old
Trafford, Ten Hag
achieved what he called
his "main objective" of se-
curing a return to the
Champions League with a
4-1 win against Chelsea.

"It is a successful sea-
son but the season is not
finished," he said.

"This club belongs in
the Champions League so
you have to qualify in the
first four. We played a
good season in the
Premier League. I think a
very good season."

Goals from Casemiro,
Anthony Martial, Bruno
Fernandes and Marcus
Rashford fired United to a
victory that means a top-
four finish is now certain.

United moved up to third
and two points above
Newcastle going into the
season finale.

It could get better still
for Ten Hag, who has al-

ready lifted his first tro-
phy the League Cup in
February. United faces
Manchester City in the
FA Cup final on June 3 at
Wembley.

Man United secures Champions
League return with 4-1 rout of Chelsea

Manchester
United's English striker

Jadon Sancho (R) vies with
Chelsea's Spanish defender Cesar
Azpilicueta (L) during the English

Premier League football match
between Manchester United and

Chelsea at Old Trafford in
Manchester, north west

England.
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New Delhi, May 26:

The Congress party on
Friday said that nine years
of the PM Narendra Modi-
led Central government
was filled with failure and
misery for the country. It
has alleged that the govern-
ment did not fulfil its prom-
ises and people had to bear
the brunt of unemploy-
ment and demonetisation
of Goods and Services Tax
(GST) among others.

In a series of tweets in
Hindi, Congress claimed
that people had to bear the
brunt of inflation, unem-
ployment and “dictatorial”
decisions in these nine
years. “Today Modi gov-
ernment completes 9 years.
These are ‘9 years of fail-
ure’. There are 9 years of
misery in the country. In
these 9 years, people had to

bear the brunt of inflation,
unemployment and dicta-
torial decisions. The Modi
government, which came
to power on the basis of
jumlas, did not fulfil even a
single promise. Just kept
on giving date after date,”
tweeted Congress roughly
translated into Hindi.

“Promise to double farm-
ers’ income by 2022.
Promise to give house to all
by 2022. Promised to give 15
lakhs by bringing black
money. Promise of 2 crore
jobs every year,” tweeted
Congress.

Attacking the PM,
Congress said that PM
Modi did not fulfil his
promises, to the contrary
and that he had put the
country in trouble due to
his ignorance.
“Demonetisation de-
stroyed the economy, peo-

ple died in bank lines. Who
can forget that horrifying
scene?”, tweeted Congress.
Attacking the PM further
the Congress further wrote
that traders are devastated
by the Gabbar Singh Tax
(GST). It also claimed that
the Centre’s Agniveer
scheme crushed the
dreams of the youth of this
country.

In another tweet,
Congress accused the
Modi-led BJP government
of unleashing federal agen-
cies on Opposition leaders.
“Suppress someone who
raises a voice, crush him,
put him in jail, bulldoze
him. Show fear of ED, CBI.
If there is no government,
buy power on the basis of
money and kill democra-
cy”. “These are ‘9 years of
failure’. Now people are
tired of them. The

Karnataka election is proof
of this, where the public di-
rectly rejected PM Modi
and his corrupt govern-
ment. This wave of discon-
tent has started from the
South which will engulf
the whole country. The
public is waiting and will
give a befitting reply,”
tweeted Congress.

The Congress also at-
tacked PM Modi on China.
“Must remember... There
was talk of showing red
eye to China.

Eventually, the matter
reached the red shirt.
Today China is stopping us
from patrolling on our
land. Our brave soldiers
also gave martyrdom for
this and in the end the
‘great man’ started wooing
China by wearing red
shirt. This is their cow-
ardice,” tweeted Congress.

Nine years of misery, says
Cong on BJP anniv

DRUG DISPOSAL

Officials during incineration of seized drugs worth over Rs 1,500 crore, at Mumbai Waste Management plant in
Taloja, in Navi Mumbai, Friday, May 26.

New Delhi, May 12( PTI):

Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh on Friday claimed
there is no documented evi-
dence of Lord Mountbatten,
C Rajagopalachari and
Jawaharlal Nehru describ-
ing the ‘Sengol’ as a symbol
of transfer of power by the
British to India. He also al-
leged that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and his
drum-beaters are using the
ceremonial sceptre for their
political ends in Tamil
Nadu.

The ‘Sengol’ will be in-
stalled close to the Chair of
the Lok Sabha speaker after
the new Parliament build-
ing is inaugurated by Modi
on May 28, an event 20
Opposition parties, includ-
ing the Congress, are boy-
cotting.

On Thursday, the BJP
had alleged that the
Congress displayed disre-
gard for Hindu traditions by
calling the sacred ‘Sengol’ a
“golden stick gifted” to
India’s first prime minister
Nehru and tucking it away
in a museum.

The vesting of the “sa-
cred ‘Sengol’” with Nehru,
on the eve of India’s
Independence, was the
exact moment of transfer of
power from the British to
India, BJP leader Amit
Malviya had said.

On Twitter, Ramesh said,
“The sceptre is now being
used by the PM (prime min-
ister) and his drum-beaters
for their political ends in
Tamil Nadu. This is typical
of this brigade that embroi-
ders facts to suit its twisted
objectives. The real ques-
tion is why is President
Droupadi Murmu not being
allowed to inaugurate the
new Parliament.”

He claimed that a majes-
tic sceptre conceived of by a
religious establishment in
the Madras province and
crafted in Madras city (now
Chennai) was indeed pre-
sented to Nehru in August
1947. “There is no docu-
mented evidence whatsoev-
er of Mountbatten, Rajaji
and Nehru describing this
sceptre as a symbol of
transfer of British power to
India. All claims to this ef-

fect are plain and simple —
bogus,” he said. “Wholly
and completely manufac-
tured in the minds of a few
and dispersed into
WhatsApp, and now to the
drum-beaters in the media.
Two of the finest Rajaji
scholars with impeccable
credentials have expressed
surprise,” the Congress gen-
eral secretary communica-
tions said.

While announcing the
boycott, the Opposition par-
ties had said the prime min-
ister’s decision to inaugu-
rate it by himself, “com-
pletely sidelining President
Droupadi Murmu, is not
only a grave insult but a di-
rect assault on our democ-
racy which demands a com-
mensurate response”.

“Is it any surprise that
the new Parliament is being
consecrated with typically
false narratives from
WhatsApp University? The
BJP-RSS distorians stand
exposed yet again with max-
imum claims, minimum ev-
idence,” Congress general
secretary communications
Ramesh said in his tweet.

Sengol not symbol of transfer of power: Cong

Mumbai, May 26:

As many as 300 pas-
sengers of a VietJet
flight to Ho Chi Minh
City in Vietnam were
stranded at the city air-
port for around 10
hours due to a glitch in
the aircraft, according
to a passenger.

The passenger, on the
condition of anonymi-
ty, alleged that the air-
line did not provide
hotel accommodation
or food for passengers
despite the long delay.

Under DGCA rules,
passengers are to be
provided accommoda-
tion as well as food by
the airline concerned if
a flight is delayed be-
yond a stipulated time.
Response was awaited
to queries sent to
VietJet.

“The flight VJ-884
(operating on Mumbai-
Ho Chi Minh City

route) was to depart at
11.30 pm on Thursday.
We boarded the flight
at 11 pm. “However,
when it did not take off
for an hour, we asked
for the reason. We were
told there is some
glitch in the aircraft
and it will take some
time for departure,”
said the passenger who
was to travel to Bali via
Vietnam on the flight.

“Between 11.30 pm
and 5 am, till the time
they brought us back
to the immigration
area, no food or water
was provided to the
stranded passengers,”
he said, adding that
there is still no clarity
about an alternative
flight to Ho Chi Minh
City.

The passengers were
deplaned and brought
back to the immigra-
tion area at around 7
am, he said.

No food, water for flight
stranded in Mumbai for 10hrs

New Delhi, May 26 (PTI):

Wrestling Federation of
India president and
Bharatiya Janata Party MP
Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh,
who faces a case under the
POCSO Act, on Thursday
said the law is being “mis-
used” and under the leader-
ship of seers, “we will force
the government to change”
it.

Singh was speaking to re-
porters at a meeting in Uttar
Pradesh’s Bahraich regard-

ing preparations for a rally of
seers called by him in
Ayodhya on June 5. He has
claimed 11 lakh seers will
take part in the rally.

Top wrestlers of the coun-
try, including Vinesh Phogat
and Olympic medallists
Bajrang Punia and Sakshi
Malik, have been staging a
sit-in at Jantar Mantar in
Delhi since April 23, demand-
ing Singh’s arrest for al-
legedly sexually harassing
seven women grapplers, in-
cluding a minor.

The Delhi Police has
filed two FIRs against the
WFI president. While the
first FIR relates to allega-
tions by the minor wrestler
and has been registered
under the Protection of
Children from Sexual
Offences (POCSO) Act, the
second is related to outrag-
ing modesty. Singh alleged
the POCSO Act is being
“misused on a large scale”.

“This law is being mis-

used against children, the
elderly and seers. Even offi-
cials are not immune to its
misuse,” the Kaiserganj MP
claimed. “Under the leader-
ship of seers, we will force
the government to change
the (POCSO) law,” he said.
The law was brought by the
Congress government with-
out examining its various as-
pects, he added.

Will force govt to change
POCSO Act: Brij Bhushan
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