
Booked 
PPrraayyaaggrraajj:: Gangster-
politician Atiq Ahmad's
lawyer Khan Shoulat
Hanif has been booked
for criminal conspiracy in
the Umesh Pal murder
case, an official said on
Saturday. Speaking to
PTI, Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(City) Deepak Bhukar said
Hanif's name was added
under Section 120-B
(criminal conspiracy) of
the Indian Penal Code to
the FIR registered at
Dhoomanganj police sta-
tion in the Umesh Pal
murder case.

Violence
KKaalliiaaggaannjj:: Fresh violence
broke out here on
Saturday after local citi-
zens protested the
alleged rape and killing of
a teenage girl a day
before, said police offi-
cials. Tear gas and force
were used to disperse an
unruly mob in Kaliaganj in
West Bengal's North
Dinajpur which clashed
with the police deployed
in the area very near the
border with Bangladesh.

Injured
HHoosshhiiaarrppuurr:: At least 13 pas-
sengers were injured on
Saturday when a private bus
crashed into a tree on the
Jalandhar-Pathankot road,
police said. The bus with
around 50 passengers was
travelling from Delhi to Katra
in Jammu and Kashmir, they
said. When the bus reached
near village Aima Mangat, it
rammed into the roadside
tree after its driver lost con-
trol over the vehicle.

Fire
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A fire broke
out on Saturday morning
at Vikas Bhawan near ITO
in central Delhi, officials
said. According to a fire
official, the department
received information
regarding the fire around
8.30 am. Four fire tenders
were rushed to the spot
and the fire was doused
at 9.10 am, he said. 

Mishap
MMuummbbaaii:: A 50-year-old
doctor from Mumbai was
killed and four others
injured when their car
rammed into a truck on
Samruddhi Expressway in
Jalna, police said on
Saturday. The accident
took place on Friday
morning, when Dr Abdul
Khalique was travelling
to his hometown
Amravati with his wife
and two children to cele-
brate Eid with his family,
an official said.

Trial 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: India has suc-
cessfully conducted a
maiden flight trial of a
sea-based endo-atmos-
pheric interceptor missile
off the coast of Odisha.
The missile test was con-
ducted by the Defence
Research and
Development Organisation
(DRDO) and the Indian
Navy on Friday. 

By security forces
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BRIEF

A muslim girl waits for the
arrival of West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee 

during Eid-al-Fitr celebrations, 
in Kolkata, Saturday.
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Raipur, Apr 22: 

A man, his wife and
their 4-year-old son were
found dead in their house
in Raipur on Saturday
morning, with police also
recovering an empty bottle
of rat poison from there,
an official said.

The incident came to
light when kin could not
contact the family and got
the door of their house in
Motimpur village in
Kharora opened, the offi-
cial said.

"The deceased have been
identified as Tukeshwar
Sonkevre (30), his wife
Nikki (26) and their son
Nihal. Tukeshwar's par-
ents were unable to con-
tact them since Saturday
morning so got the house
opened," Additional
Superintendent of Police
(Rural) Raipur, Neeraj
Chandrakar said.

"When the house was
opened, Tukeshwar was
found hanging from the
ceiling, while the bodies of
Nikki and Nihal were
lying on the bed. There
was an empty bottle of rat
poison at the site," the
Additional SP said.

Prima facie, it appears
the three died by suicide
but all angles are being
probed, Chandrakar
added.

New Delhi, Apr 22 (PTI): 

Police on Saturday said
they have not detained for-
mer Jammu and Kashmir
governor Satya Pal Malik
in southwest Delhi's R K
Puram area.

"We have not detained
former governor Satya Pal
Malik. He came on his own
volition, along with his sup-
porters, to the R K Puram
police station and we have
informed him that he can
leave at his own will,"
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (southwest) Manoj C
said. Another officer said a
meeting was scheduled to
be held at an MCD park in R
K Puram and Malik was
supposed to take part in it.
He was informed that this
was not a place to hold a
meeting and that he had
neither taken any permis-
sion from the authorities
concerned, following which

Malik and his supporters
left the place and subse-
quently, the former gover-
nor came to the police sta-
tion on his own, the officer
added. The Delhi Police also
took to Twitter to say a false
news about Malik's deten-
tion is being spread.

"False information is
being spread on social
media handles regarding
detention of Sh. Satyapal

Malik, Ex. Gov. Whereas, he
himself has arrived at P.S.
R K Puram along with his
supporters. He has been in-
formed that he is at liberty
to leave at his own will," it
said in a tweet. The Central
Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) has asked Malik to an-
swer certain queries in con-
nection with an alleged in-
surance scam in Jammu
and Kashmir.

New Delhi, Apr 22 (PTI): 

India celebrated Eid-ul-
Fitr on Saturday with peo-
ple, dressed in traditional
finery, offering prayers at
mosques and Eidgahs,
and families coming to-
gether for feasts.

Eid-ul-Fitr marks the
end of the fasting month
of Ramzan.

In Delhi, a large num-
ber of people congregated
at the historical Jama
Masjid around 6:30 am to
offer namaz. The special
Eid prayers at Fatehpuri
Masjid, Eidgah and
Sunehri Masjid also drew

large crowds.
People greeted each

other after the prayers
and took part in the festiv-
ities. Shops in the city's
main markets, especially
those around Jama
Masjid and Chandni
Chowk, did brisk busi-
ness as people shopped for
the festival.

While the festive spirit
was palpable elsewhere in
Jammu and Kashmir, res-
idents of Sangiote village
skipped the pomp and
show as they grieved the
death of five Army sol-
diers in a terrorist attack
in Poonch.

The soldiers were killed
on Thursday after uniden-
tified terrorists attacked
their truck and it caught
fire. The truck was carry-
ing vegetables, fruits and
other items for an iftar
gathering scheduled to be
held in Sangiote on
Thursday evening.

Manendragarh, Apr 22: 

Three persons were
killed and two injured in
lightning strikes in dif-
ferent parts of
M a n e n d r a g a r h -
Chirmiri-Bharatpur dis-
trict  on Saturday, police
said.

Two brothers were
killed in a lightning
strike near Sonbarsa vil-
lage under Nagpur police
outpost, an official said.

Ashish Toppo (17) and
his brother Siyom (20)
were standing under a
tree in a jungle when
they were struck by light-
ning. The bodies of the
deceased have been sent
for post-mortem, Nagpur
police outpost in-charge
Dinesh Chauhan said.

In a similar incident in
Janakpur police station
limits, Shivcharan (55),
his son Ajit Kumar and
nephew Santosh Kumar
were constructing a
house in Ramgarh locali-
ty when they were struck

by lightning, an official
said. Shivcharan was
killed on the spot, while
his son and nephew sus-

tained serious injuries
and were undergoing
treatment at a hospital in
Janakpur, he said.

Sriharikota, (AP) , Apr 22 (PTI):

Scientists at the
Indian Space
R e s e a r c h
Organisation at this
spaceport on
Saturday undertook

a major exercise as they
initiated an 'in-orbit scien-
tific experiment' using the
fourth stage of a Polar
satellite launch vehicle
rocket.

Soon after ISRO's PSLV
C55 rocket successfully
placed two Singapore
satellites-- TeLEOS-2 and
Lumelite-4 into orbits
after a 2.19 pm liftoff, the
scientists used PSLV
Orbital Experimental
Module-2 (POEM-2) as an
orbital platform to carry
out the scientific experi-

ments through non-sepa-
rating payloads carried by
it. Announcing the suc-
cess of the satellite mis-
sion, ISRO Chairman S
Somanath said "POEM is
going to write some more
poems" with seven pay-
loads. The payloads belong

to ISRO, Bellatrix, Dhruva
Space and Indian Institute
of Astrophysics.

It has "deployable solar
panel for the first time in
the upper stage of a rock-
et." "That is another excit-
ing thing to happen,"
Somanath added.

Dehradun, Apr 22 (PTI): 

The Char Dham yatra
began on Saturday with the
opening of Gangotri and
Yamunotri temples in
Uttarkashi district for pil-
grims.

The gates of Gangotri
were opened at 12.35 pm
and those of Yamunotri at
12.41 pm, officials of the
temple committees said.

Chief Minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami performed a
puja at Gangotri temple on
the occasion of its ceremo-
nial opening after the six-
month-long winter closure.

Devotees in Kharsali,
goddess Yamuna's winter
abode, were also showered
with rose petals from a heli-

copter. Dhami also offered
prayers at in Kharsali when
goddess Yamuna's idol, in a

decorated palanquin car-
ried by the priests, left in a
procession for Yamunotri
Dham where she will be
worshipped for the next six
months. Welcoming devo-
tees, Dhami said all
arrangements have been
made by the state govern-
ment to ensure that they
have a smooth and trouble-
free pilgrimage. Dhami on
Friday had also withdrawn
his decision to impose a
daily limit on the number of
pilgrims visiting the four
famous Himalayan temples
in Uttarakhand.

Over 16 lakh pilgrims
have already registered for
the pilgrimage and the
number is rising, he had
said.

Mangaluru, Apr 22 (PTI): 

The Election officials on
Saturday searched the pri-
vate helicopter in which
Congress state president D K
Shivakumar's family trav-
elled from Bengaluru to
Dharmasthala in Dakshina
Kannada district.
Shivakumar's wife Usha, her
son, daughter and son-in-law
were on a pilgrimage to
offer prayers at
Dharmasthala Manjunatha

Swamy temple. As soon as
the helicopter landed at
Dharmasthala, the Election
officials came forward to
check the helicopter. The
pilot sought to know the
need to check the helicopter
when the Election
Commission has been
informed that this was not a
vehicle on the election duty.
"We have already given the
letter (Election Commision),"
the pilot was heard saying in
a video which went viral.

Patna, Apr 22 (PTI): 

Applications seeking ge-
ographical indication tag
for 'khurma', 'tilkut' and
'balu shahi' - the famous
delicacies of Bihar- have
been accepted by compe-
tent authority after pre-
liminary examinations, an
official said on Saturday.

Besides, similar applica-
tions for Hajipur's famous
'chiniya' variety of ba-
nana, Nalanda's popular
'bawan buti' sari and
Gaya's 'Pattharkatti stone
craft' have also been ac-
cepted by the GI registry,
he said.

A GI tag identifies a
product as originating

from a particular region.
"Applications seeking GI
tag for Bhojpur's
Udwantnagar 'khurma',
Gaya's 'tilkut', 'balu shahi'
of Sitamarhi, Hajipur's fa-
mous 'chiniya' banana,
Nalanda's popular 'bawan
buti' sari and Gaya's
'Pattharkatti stone craft'
have been accepted by the
GI registry after crucial
scrutiny and examination.

"These developments
are very positive and en-
couraging. We are hopeful
that all these will soon get
the geographical indica-
tion tags," NABARD-Bihar
chief general manager
Sunil Kumar told PTI on
Saturday.

Balaghat (MP), Apr 22 (PTI):
Two women Naxalites, collec-
tively carrying a reward of Rs 28
lakh on their heads, were killed
in an encounter with security
forces in Balaghat district of
Madhya Pradesh on Saturday, a
police official said. The face-off
took place in Kadla forest area
under Garhi police station limits
in the wee hours,
Superintendent of Police (SP)
Sameer Saurabh said.
The deceased Naxalites were
identified as Sunita, an Area
Committee Member (ACM) and
Commander of Bhoramdev
Committee, a wing of the
Maoists, and Sarita Khatia
Mocha, ACM and active in Vistar
Dalam, he said.

Triple suicide rocks Kharora
Empty bottle of rat poison recovered

Onlookers stand near the house where family committed suicide.

The incident came to light
when kin could not contact
the family and got the door of
their house in Motimpur vil-
lage in Kharora opened. The
deceased have been identified
as Tukeshwar Sonkevre (30),
his wife Nikki (26) and their
son Nihal. Tukeshwar's par-
ents were unable to contact
them since Saturday morning
so got the house opened.

About the death...

India celebrates
Eid with prayers

Election officials check helicopter in
which Shivakumar’s family travelled

Three killed, two injured in lightning strikes 

Mother cries at the death of her children. 

Ashish Toppo (17) and his brother Siyom (20) were standing under
a tree in a jungle when they were struck by lightning. The bodies of
the deceased have been sent for post-mortem. In a similar incident
in Janakpur police station limits, Shivcharan (55), his son Ajit Kumar
and nephew Santosh Kumar were constructing a house in Ramgarh
locality when they were struck by lightning. Shivcharan was killed
on the spot, while his son and nephew sustained serious injuries.

About the incidents....

Satya Pal Malik visits police
station, cops say not detained

Former J&K governor Satya Pal Malik with his supporters at 
RK Puram police station, in New Delhi, Saturday.

The Congress targeted the cen-
tral government on Saturday
over the CBI summons to for-
mer Jammu and Kashmir gover-
nor Satya Pal Malik, saying it is
intended to send out a message
to him and all those speaking
the truth to remain silent.
Congress spokesperson Pawan
Khera said that though the sum-
mons itself is not surprising,
what has come as a surprise is
that the "vengeful" act came 10
days after he raised relevant
and pertinent questions related
to national security. "We don't
know why it took 10 days for
the prime minister. Normally he
is very prompt in silencing his
critics. What did Satya Pal
Malik do? He asked some very
relevant, very pertinent ques-
tions...related to national secu-
rity," he told reporters.

CBI summons to
Satya Pal Malik
‘vengeful’: Cong

EID CELEBRATION

A girl shows her hands decorated with Henna on the occasion of Eid-ul-Fitr, at Dharmanagar in North Tripura, Saturday.

Two women Naxalites
carrying Rs 28 lakh

bounty killed 
Bihar’s ‘khurma’, ‘tilkut’,
‘balu shahi’ to get GI tags
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N ‘ISRO carries out scientific experiment using POEM-2’

SRO's PSLV-C55 carrying two Singapore satellites lifts off from
the Satish Dhawan Space Station, in Sriharikota, Saturday.

ISRO's Polar Satellite Launch
Vehicle on Saturday success-
fully placed two Singapore
satellites into theintended
orbit, Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) said.
The satellites are part of the
order secured by NewSpace
India Ltd, the commercial
arm of ISRO.
At the end of a 22.5 hour
countdown, the 44.4 metre
tall rocket lifted off majesti-
cally from the first launch
pad at the pre-fixed 2.19 pm
at the Satish Dhawan Space
Centre here, located about
135 km from Chennai.
ISRO Chief S Somanath said
PSLV placed both satellites
into the intended orbit.

ISRO puts 2 S'pore
satellites into orbit

Char Dham yatra begins with opening
of Gangotri and Yamunotri temples

Devotees at the Yamunotri
Dham after its portals were
opened on the occasion of

Akshay Tritiya, In Uttarkashi
district Uttarakhand, Saturday.



Session organised on National Public Relations Day
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Apr 22: Department
of Journalism and Mass
Communication of St
Thomas College organised a
career insight session on the
occasion of National Public
Relations Day. The Chief
Guest for the session was Dr
Manoj Sonone, Assistant
Director (News) in
Doordarshan Kendra,
Raipur. The HOD of the
Department of Journalism
and Mass Communication,
Dr Reema Dewangan wel-
comed the guests and gave
her best wishes to the stu-
dents. Assistant Professor
Md Zakir Hussain briefed
the students about Dr Manoj
Sonone's remarkable career.

The College
Administrator Fr Dr Joshi
Varghese emphasized that
journalism too deals with
establishing relations with
the public and representing

their best interests. The
Principal Dr MG Roymon
also expressed that the pub-
lic are the backbone of
every organisation. The
IQAC Coordinator Dr
Debjani Mukherjee talked
about the application of psy-
chology of the masses in
connecting with the people.

The HOD of Department
of Journalism and Mass
Communication of
Government Digvijay
College, Dr BN Jagrit was
present on the occasion as
well and addressed the gath-
ering on the media land-
scape at present. Later Dr
Manoj Sonone took the stage

and interacted with the stu-
dents on public relations in
the 21st century. He high-
lighted the importance of a
symbol and tagline in cap-
turing public memory and
building a good image of the
organisation by giving
many popular examples of
brand PR campaigns.

He also enlightened the
students on the many mod-
ern communication medi-
ums for image building in
PR. Dr Sonone added that it
is important to have a good
character, compassion, and
friendliness for connecting
with the public. Speaking
on a career in media, he re-

marked that it is rewarding
but it also requires sacri-
fices, along with the dedica-
tion to conduct good re-
search and maintain credi-
bility.

He informed students
about the ample opportuni-
ties in both public and pri-
vate sector, referring to the
presence of a PR  Officer in
every organisation today.
Furthermore, he adviced
the students to read the
news everyday in order to
progress in the media field.

He also encouraged the
students to ask questions
and answered questions on a
range of subjects with clari-
ty. Dr Sonone concluded his
address with a Marathi
ghazal that he wrote. The
event came to its end with a
vote of thanks proposed by
Amitabh Sharma, Assistant
Professor at the Department
of Journalism and Mass
Communication.

BJPs booth empowerment
campaign on April 24

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Apr 22: As per the
instructions of the
Bharatiya Janata Party
state organization, a meet-
ing has been convened at
the assembly level for
Vaishali Nagar and Bhilai
Nagar assembly con-
stituencies on April 24 at
Utsav Bhavan, near
Gurudwara Guru Nanak
Nagar, Gaurav Path.

The meeting of the Bhilai
Nagar assembly constituen-
cy will be held from 2:00 to
4:00 pm and the Vaishali
Nagar assembly constituen-
cy from 5:00 to 7:00 pm.
Former Minister and
Raipur MLA Brijmohan
Agarwal will be the main
speaker in both the meet-
ings. The meeting will be
presided over by BJP Bhilai
District President Brajesh

Bichpuria. Durg MP Vijay
Baghel, Rajya Sabha MP
Saroj Pandey, former as-
sembly speaker Prem
Prakash Pandey, Vaishali
Nagar MLA Vidyartan
Bhasin, Sandeep Sharma,
in-charge of BJP district or-
ganization, co-incharge
Chemman Deshmukh,
booth empowerment cam-
paign District Coordinator
Jai Prakash Yadav will at-
tend the meeting.

Office bearers of various
units of BJP will attend the
meeting along with the
MPs, MLAs, former MLAs,
councillors, etc. In this
meeting, the booth level
preparations for the 2023
elections will be reviewed
and detailed discussion will
be held about the booth em-
powerment campaign, in-
formed Jai Prakash Yadav
and Ranjit Singh Raja.

Workshop held on
research methodology

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  AApprr  2222::  Workshop on re-
search methodology was conduct-
ed on April 20 at CCET. Expert lec-
ture was delivered by Dr Pratibha
Kurup, an experienced research
scholar and academician, Dept of
Chemistry, Bharti University,
Durg. The workshop was organ-
ized by the R&D cell of CCET,
Bhilai in collaboration with NDLI.
It was attended by faculty mem-
bers and research scholars from
various departments. 

The program started with the
blessings of Executive Vice
Chairman Fr Dr PS Varghese. He
highlighted the significance of re-
search methodology to address
the research questions. Principal
Dr Dipali Soren in her welcome
address briefed the understand-
ing of research methodology and
its various components, such as
research design, data collection,
data analysis, and interpretation

of results etc. The speaker began
the session by explaining the
meaning and significance of re-
search in academia. The impor-
tance of the research was dis-
cussed with the importance of se-
lecting an appropriate research
design, based on the research
question, objective and methodol-
ogy. Further, the resource person
emphasized that research is not
just about collecting data but it
should involve a systematic ap-
proach to investigate a problem,
find solutions and contribute to
knowledge.

The anchor for the program
was Lincy Mendonza. Program
coordinators for the workshop
were R&D cell in charges Dr
Preeti Nand Kumar and Dr Anju
Singh. Overall the lecture was an
excellent platform for partici-
pants to learn from an experi-
enced researcher and it was a
valuable addition for the academ-
ic community

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  AApprr  2222::  The office
bearers of Steel Employees
Union (INTUC) met Sandeep
Mathur, Chief General
Manager (Personnel) to dis-
cuss various issues related to
the employees of Bhilai Steel
Plant. The union leaders de-
manded the opening of a cof-
fee house branch inside the
plant, licensing of quarters up
to 650 square feet, promotion
policy for fire brigade person-
nel, including training period
for ACJSA and compassionate
appointment personnel, con-
struction of a shed at the
main gate, increase supply of
coolers in the plant, etc. They
raised objections to the in-
creased rate of food items in
the canteen.

In the meeting, Chief
General Manager (Personnel)
Sandeep Mathur said that for
better toilet facilities inside
the plant, the management

has entered into an agree-
ment with Sulabh, under
which 10 blocks of Sulabh toi-
lets will be built soon in the
plant. Each block will have 5
toilets, including four for
gents and one for ladies. The
union leaders said that INTUC
is already demanding to open
a coffee house branch in the
plant, on which the General
Manager said that soon a cof-
fee house branch would be
opened inside the plant. 

The union demanded for

risk allowance for the fire
brigade personnel.
Discussing the problems of
the township, the union lead-
ers said that by allotting
quarters up to 650 square
feet under license scheme,
the problem of illegal occupa-
tion can be solved. In the
cases of ACJSA and compas-
sionate appointment, they
demanded to add training pe-
riod in the service period. 

The union also demanded
to increase the number of

counters for filling eps-95
forms in HRDC. Keeping the
problem of workers facing
sunlight while leaving duty
near the main gate, the union
leaders said that like Boria
Gate, a shed should be con-
structed at the Main Gate.
New coolers should be given
in sufficient quantity in every
department of the plant in
view of the summer. 

The union leaders raised
objection over the new rates
of food items in the canteen

and said that the food rate
has been increased to Rs 19.
Along with the employees, a
large number of contract
workers also reach canteens
for food. The union leaders
demanded reconsideration of
the increased rate of food
items of the canteen.

The delegation thanked the
management for opening the
traffic police station at Boria
Gate and improving the traf-
fic system. Chief General
Manager Personnel Sandeep
Mathur assured to resolve all
these issues at the earliest.

General Manager
(Personnel-IR) JN Thakur,
Senior Manager Personal RK
Maharana, INTUC General
Secretary Vansh Bahadur
Singh, Executive President
Puran Verma, Senior Vice
President Santosh Kitchlu,
Chandrashekhar Singh, PV
Rao, S Ravi and Additional
General Secretary Shekhar
Kumar Sharma.

Workshop of RIPS’s technical
support agencies held 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Apr 22: A day-long
workshop was organized
on better operation and
management of RIPAs in
Durg division at the meet-
ing hall of District
Panchayat Durg.

Chief Minister's Advisor

Pradeep Sharma gave prop-
er guidance and advice for
selection of RIPA's activi-
ties, connecting the benefi-
ciaries with the activities
and encouraging the youth
to participate in traditional
activities.

Ashwani Dewangan,
CEO of District Panchayat,

Planning Commission
members, CHIPS officials,
District Program Manager
(NRLM), members of tech-
nical support agencies and
RIPA managers were pres-
ent. They were asked to
make business develop-
ment plans and technical
aspects.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Apr 22: Bhilai
Nagar MLA Devendra
Yadav is regularly visiting
different wards of his con-
stituency under the Bhet
Mulaqat campaign. He is
visiting door-to-door in
several localities to meet
the people and inquire

about their well being. He
discusses the development
works of the city and the
ward. He also tries to ex-
plore the problems of the
people.

In this episode, during
the bhet mulaqat in Ward
43, Bapunagar, a woman
informed him that she has
applied for making a ra-

tion card. But there is a
delay in making his ration
card. As soon as the MLA
received the information
about the matter, he direct-
ed the concerned officials
to inquire about the status
of the application.

He asked them to check
the application and if the
woman was eligible for ra-

tion card then why her ra-
tion card is not being
made. He asked the offi-
cials to report immediately.
The officials investigated
and the ration card of the
lady was generated. After
this, the woman was hand-
ed over her ration card in
the evening. She was very
happy and expressed grati-
tude to MLA Yadav.

During the bhet mu-
laqat, MLA Devendra
Yadav visits door-to-door
and the people are very
happy to see the MLA sud-
denly in their house.
People welcome him to
their houses and offer
water and tea. MLA Yadav
kept meeting the people in
the ward from morning till
night. He sat on the ground
near the traffic square and
conducted chaupals to dis-
cuss the development 
of the city.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Apr 22: 71 cou-
ples tied nuptial knots at
the Mass Marriage pro-
gramme organised at
Agrasen Bhavan, Sector 6
on the occasion of Akshay
Trithiya on Saturday.
Several dignitaries of the
city reached the venue to
greet the newly married
couples.

The joint marriage pro-
cession of all the grooms

commenced from Krishna
Public School, Nehru
Nagar in the morning.
The relatives of the
grooms danced to the
tunes of brass bands and
moved from the school to
Nanaksar Gurudwara via
Agrasen Chowk,
Municipal Corporation
Water Tank and Bhelwa
Talab.

Thereafter, they
reached Agrasen
Bhawan, Sector 6 in

buses. Mass marriage was
performed through vedic
rituals at Agrasen
Bhavan. After the mar-
riage feast, gifts and cer-
tificates were given to the
newly married couples.

Patrons Madan Mohan
Tripathi, Krishna Kumar
Singhal, Shivcharan Das
Goyal, Arun Kumar Parti,
Sourabh Tondon, Sunil
Kumar Mishra, Vijay
Kumar Goyal, Anil Kumar
Daga and other members

of the organising commit-
tee were present.

It needs to be men-
tioned here that the mass
marriage programme
was organised by Bharat
Vikas Parishad, Bhilai
Unit; Shri Banke Bihari
Charitable Trust,
Agrasen Jankalyan
Parishad, Maheshwari
Sabha, Sakal Brahmin
Sabha, Sakal Jain Samaj,
and other social organiza-
tions.

Huge cache of psychotropic
drugs seized; two held

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Apr 22: With the
arrest of two drug ped-
dlers, police claimed to
have busted the illegal
supply and distribution
network of the scheduled

and banned psychotropic
drugs. About 1440 psy-
chotropic tablets and cap-
sules were seized from
them. It was a joint opera-
tion of Mohan Nagar
Police Station and ACCU.

The accused are identi-

fied as Jagdeesh Shadadi
(42) son of Laxman Das
Shadadi, a resident of
13/14, Priyadarshi Parisar
(west), Nehru Nagar,
Supela and Gurmukh
Jumnani (53) son of
Gopichand Jumnani a res-

ident of House Number
13/14, Priyadarshi Parisar
(West), Nehru Nagar,
Bhilai.

It needs to be mentioned
here that on the instruc-
tions of top police officers,
Durg Police are taking ac-

tion against illegal drug
dealers and peddlers in
the district. The cops are
continuously working
against the people in-
volved in trade of nar-
cotics drugs and illegal
sale of scheduled psy-
chotropic drugs. In this se-
quel, Police received a tip
off regarding the illegal
supply and sale of psy-
chotropic drugs.

After confirming the in-
formation, the joint team
conducted a well-planned
operation and caught the
drug smugglers red hand-
ed with the psychotropic
drugs near Durg Railway
Station. The accused have
been booked under the
provisions mentioned in
NDPS Act.
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71 couples tie nuptial 
knots  at mass marriage

Devendra conducts Bhet Mulaqat;
resolves public problems on the spot  

Eid-ul-Fitr celebrated with fervour 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Apr 22: On
Saturday, Eid-ul-Fitr was
celebrated with religious

fervour and devotion
across the twin-city.
Devotees offered mass
prayers at all the mosques.
After offering Namaz, they

exchanged Eid greetings
with the people. Several po-
litical leaders also reached
the mosques to wish Eid
Mubarak to the people.

INTUC delegation meets CGM (Personnel)
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Raipur, Apr 22: Rains ac-
companied with gusty
winds lashed Raipur in
the evening, causing
power cuts in several parts
of the city. The

M e t e o r o l o g i c a l
Department had already
predicted light rain with
thunderstorm in all the
districts of the state.

Due to the moisture-

laden air coming from the
Bay of Bengal, it is raining
intermittently in many
areas of the state. After
hail that occurred in many
districts of North
Chhattisgarh weather con-
ditions turned cold for the
last 2 days. Earlier it
rained in the capital
Raipur on Thursday night.
The weather that re-
mained sunny across the
state since Saturday morn-
ing, changed late evening.

Clouds and strong wind
have turned the weather
cooler and hence the tem-
perature dropped by up to
5 degrees Celsius at many
places. Due to thunder-

storms and rain in the
evening, the temperature
dropped further. Raipur
recorded Maximum tem-
perature of 33 degree
Celsius whereas Durg dis-
trict recorded highest
maximum temperature of
37.6 degree Celsius on
Saturday. Meanwhile the
IMD has warned of thun-

derstorm accompanied
with lightning and gusty
winds at isolated places
over Chhattisgarh during
the next three to four days.
Raipur is likely to witness
partly cloudy sky with
chance of rain or thunder-
shower towards evening
and night during the next
24 hours.

Rains, gusty winds lash city
Power cuts reported

in several 
parts of city

Raipur, Apr 22: Eid is
being celebrated with reli-
gious fervour across the
country including
Chhattisgarh. Eid prayers
were offered in mosques in
the morning. Crowds of
worshipers have started
arriving in mosques in
various parts of Raipur
since morning. People ex-
tended Eid wishes and
greetings to each other.
Prayers were offered in all
the mosques and Idgahs of
Chhattisgarh on Saturday
on the occasion of Eid fes-
tival .

After namaaz people
hugged each other, Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
reached Idgah and greeted
the people on Eid.

He wished the Muslim
community on this festival

of peace and harmony. On
this occasion, he said, con-
gratulations to the people
of the state on the festival
of mutual brotherhood,
harmony and peace ‘Eid-
ul-Fitr’. This festival gives
a message to forget the dis-
crimination of rich-poor,
small-big and to increase
mutual love, brotherhood
and harmony. On this oc-
casion, we all pray for the
progress, prosperity and
peace of the state.

Apart from Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
Raipur Municipal

C o r p o r a t i o n ,
Mayor Aiyaz
Dhebar, MLA
S a t y a n a r ay a n
Sharma, MLA
Kuldeep Juneja,
RMC Speaker
Pramod Dubey
and many others
have also reached
Idgah and wished
the people. The

moon was sighted on the
evening of April 21. With
this, the month of
Ramadan was over and
Eid-ul-Fitr was celebrated
on Saturday. As soon as
Eid was announced, there
was a lot of excitement in
the market till late night
on Friday. Special Eid
prayers in more than 50
mosques in Raipur.
Namaaz was offered at
many places including
Idgah Bhatha,
Baijnathpara, Byron
Bazar, Moudhapara in
Raipur.

Eid-ul-Fitr celebrated with enthusiasm in Raipur
CM Baghel extend
his festival wishes
after reaching Idgah

Raipur, Apr 22:
Parshuram Jayanti cele-
brated with religious fer-
vour and gaiety on
Saturday at Raipur. On
this occasion a large num-
ber of people of Brahman
community took out the
bike rally which passed
through the main streets
of the city and ended after
offering worship and pooja
rituals to Lord

Parshuram. Similarly a
Shoba yatra was also or-
ganized on this occasion
by the Brahman commu-
nity which passed through
the main streets of the
city. A number of locals
and prominent people also
took part in the religious
function following which
Bhajans in praise of
Bhagwan Parshuram
were recited.

Parshuram Jayanti celebrated
with religious fervour
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Raipur, Apr 22: Chief
Secretary Mr. Amitabh
Jain reviewed Energy
and Finance Department
in Mantralaya Mahanadi
here  in order of priority
schemes of the State
Government.

The Chief Secretary
took information from
the officials regarding
the plan to develop a
state-of-the-art online
complaint and redressal
system for the conven-
ience of electricity con-
sumers.

Officials of Energy
Department said that ac-
cording to the announce-
ment of Chief Minister
Mr. Bhupesh Baghel, in-
formation was given re-
garding redressal of on-
line complaints related
to electricity through

Mor Bijli mobile app.
Officials informed that
toll free number-1912 can
be used for electrical
complaints and redres-
sal. The Chief Secretary
gave necessary guide-
lines to the departmental
officers regarding the re-
covery of pending elec-
tricity duty from govern-
ment departments and

industries, including the
recovery of dues from
the officials of the
Energy Department.
Energy Department and
Chief Minister’s
Secretary  Ankit Anand
were also present in the
meeting.

For the convenience of
the farmers, the Chief
Secretary inquired in de-

tail about the arrange-
ment of electric lines on
the banks of the river,
new power plant, sepa-
rate-agri feeder in rural
areas and revamped dis-
tribution sector scheme.
Similarly, during the re-
view of the Finance
Department, various de-
partments have been in-
structed to work in coor-
dination with other de-
partments including
Commercial Tax,
Mineral, Excise, Water
Resources, Transport,
Revenue, Stamp and
Registration for govern-
ment revenue collection.
Officials of Energy
Department, CREDA,
Chhattisgarh State
Power Distribution
Company Limited and
Finance Department
participated in the meet-
ing.

Govt’s priority schemes: Chief Secretary reviewed
the works of Energy and Finance Department

Raipur, Apr 22: The
schemes and discount of-
fered by the Jewellers have
brought customers back to
bullion market on
Saturday on the occasion
of Akshaya Tritiya. As the
occasion is best known for
investing in gold and other
metals, the jewellery shops
in the city ran to packed
stores to purchase gold, sil-
ver and diamond jew-
elleries of their choice de-
spite of heavy rain show-
ers on Saturday evening.
Discount offers and reduc-
tion in making charges
schemes were the baits
used by bulliond traders to
attract customers on the
auspicious occasion.

In comparison to last
year, the response of cus-
tomers for buying gold

jewellery this year has
been quite good. In four
months, the prices of both
gold and silver have in-
creased by Rs 4000, but the
upcoming wedding season
has resulted in more peo-
ple wanting to buy and in-
vest in gold, said a city
based jeweller. Most of the
customers have purchased

Gold on Akshaya Tritiya
due to traditional belief
that Gold purchase on
Akshaya Tritiya will re-
main forever, he said.

The price of gold stood
around Rs 60,500 per 10 gm
and Silver at Rs 71,000 per
kg on the occasion of
Akshaya Tritiya. Traders
said that large number of

pre-bookings was done on
the occasion of Akshaya
Tritiya for wedding pur-
pose. Apart from gold, cus-
tomers indulged in buying
silver and other products
like electronic gadgets. An
owner of a city-based
home appliances store
said that the electronic
market saw a mixed re-
sponse as buyers opted for
refrigerators and air con-
ditioners. “We did offer
several discounts and zero
per cent finance scheme,
which got a better re-
sponse, the owner said.
Meanwhile the Akshaya
Tritiya recorded good
business in real estate
market too as people are
waiting for the auspicious
occasion to go for the big
purchase.

Bullion market booms on Akshaya Tritiya

Raipur, Apr 22: Casual
workers on Saturday
staged semi-nude demon-
stration under the banner
of ‘Chhattisgarh
Aniyamit Karmachari
Morcha’ in Tuta area of
Raipur in support of 5-
point demands including
regularisation. Aggrieved
workers say that during
formation of Congress

government they were
promised of regularisa-
tion. But nothing has hap-
pened yet, they said,
adding that they could see
no other option but to
stage demonstration in
support of their de-
mands. Apart from regu-
larization, they are also
demanding to stop out-
sourcing.

Casual workers stage
semi-nude demonstration

Raipur, Apr 22: Nikhil
Marathe from
Chhattisgarh, Rishi
Keshari from Utter

Pradesh, Vijay Chander
from Chhattisgarh, Jeevan
Nadar, Rishit Dakhane,
Manas Sinha, Arman Patil
and Aditya Verma won
their inaugural matches
under the Gondwana Cup
All India Tennis
Tournament being organ-
ised under the aegis of
Chhattisgarh State Tennis
Association (CSTA) here.
Providing the above infor-
mation, the Tournament
Co-ordinator Rupendra
Singh Chouhan said that
players from 10 states are
participating in the week-
long tournament.

Nikhil, Vijay advance into next round of
Gondwana Cup Tennis tournament

RRaaiippuurr,,  AApprr  2222::  Chhattisgarh on
Saturday announced the team for
the 29th National Masters Table
Tennis Tournament to be held at
Jaladhar from April 24-30.
Chhattisgarh Table Tennis
Association (CTTA) President
Sharad Shukla, Secretary Pradeep
Joshi and others were present on
the occasion. K Ravishanker from
Bilaspur would be Coach of the
team whereas Arvind Sharma
from Raipur would be Manager.
Ajit Banerjee and Jaya Sahu would

be Umpires for the National event.
Providing the above information in
a statement issued here, the CTTA
General Secretary Vinay Baiswade
said that Nikhil Bani from Raipur
would represent the team in 40
years Male whereas Sikha Khande

Hussain from Bilaspur would be
the Female 40 year’s team repre-
sentative.

Rajesh Agrawal, Sanjay Laheja,
Suresh Shadija and Ritesh
Malhotra would be 50 years A
team members whereas Arvind

Kumar Sharma, Giriraj Bagdi,
Vidhandeep Mishra and Vijay
Kejrwal would be the part of Team
B in the category. Similarly, the 60
year group category players
include Pawan Shadija, Shain
Stephan, Sushant Borwankar, K
Ravishanker and JM Rathore.
Pradeep Janwade, RN Keljar and
AN Rao wouldbe part of 65 years
Team in Male category whereas
Gauri Dey, Ira Pant and Sarbari
Moitra would be represent
Chhattisgarh in Female category.

CG announces team for National Masters TT tournament

Raipur, Apr 22: Like
every year, this year also a
blood donation camp was
successfully organised at
Raipur-based Suyash
Hospital.

It is organized every
year on the occasion of the
birth anniversary of Dr.
Vivek Kesharwani,
Director of Suyash
Hospital. In this blood dona-
tion camp, the consultant,
administrative officer and
all the employees of the hos-
pital participated part in a
big way.

The hospital manage-
ment informed that more
and more blood is donated
through this camp so that
the needy can get benefits,
and other people are also
motivated to donate blood.

Blood donation camp concluded
at Suyash Hospital

Raipur, Apr 22: State
Urban Administration and
Development Minister Dr.
Shivkumar Dahria  re-
viewed the departmental
work by holding a meeting
of the Chief Municipal
Officers of Nagar
Panchayats of the state.
This is the second day of
the review meeting.
During this, he instructed
the officials of the urban
body that keeping in mind
the present summer sea-
son, the availability of
drinking water should be
ensured to the common cit-
izens. Make sure to start
all the approved works
under Nagar Panchayat
area before the rains.
Minister Dr. Dahria said
that maximum publicity
should be given to the eligi-
ble beneficiaries of the

Rajiv Gandhi Landless
Agricultural Labour
Justice Scheme. Apart
from this, he also reviewed
the applications being ac-
cepted for providing unem-
ployment allowance to the
educated youth. It was in-
formed in the meeting that
a new bus stand would be
constructed in
Bhopalpatnam Nagar
Panchayat of Bijapur dis-
trict. At present buses ply
from here to Maharashtra
and Telangana. In Nagar
Panchayat Geedam, in-
structions were given to
the CMO to prepare a pro-
posal for the approval of
the amount of the District
Mineral Institute Trust
(DMF) for the municipali-
ty market. Minister Dr.
Dahria instructed to issue
show-cause notices to the

chief municipal officers of
Nagar Panchayat Keshkal,
Khogapani, Pusaur,
Bilaigarh and Kotba for
negligence in official work.
Taking information about
the operation of Shri
Dhanwantri Generic
Medical Store, Minister Dr.
Dahria instructed to take
special care to ensure that
maximum number of peo-
ple get its benefits. This
scheme has been imple-
mented with the aim of
making high quality medi-
cines easily available to
the citizens at less than
half the cost. The cabinet
minister inquired about
the construction and allot-
ment of shops under
Pauni Pasari Yojana in
Nagar Panchayats. Taking
information about the im-
plementation of the Chief

Minister’s announcement
in all body-wise, Dr. Dahria
instructed to send its pro-
posal soon. The cabinet
minister also instructed
the officials that the
process of payment of
honorarium to the place-
ment employees should be
done first and then the
salary of the regular em-
ployees should be paid. Dr.
Dahria instructed to speed
up the works of revenue
collection. Special
Secretary Dr. Ayyaz
Tamboli instructed to pro-
vide all the basic neces-
sary facilities in the
Gouthan built under the
municipal area. He in-
quired about the purchase
of cow dung in Gauthan,
manufacture of vermi-
compost manure and its
sale.

Act promptly on the announcements of CM : Dr. Dahria

Raipur, Apr 22: Amity
University Chhattisgarh
on Friday launched the
Yuva Tourism Clubs
(YTC). The Club will func-
tion with the strategic ob-
jective of creating inter-
est, awareness, and a
sense of responsibility to-
wards our country’s natu-
ral and cultural heritage /
tourism amongst children
and youth.

Mayank Dubey,
Manager, Ministry of
Tourism, Government of
India highlighted the ac-
tivities of the club and the
importance of eco-friend-
ly and sustainable
tourism. Dr. Anuradha
Dubey, PRO, Nodal Officer
RVGP, Raipur in her ad-
dress spoke on the state
government’s project, the
Ram Van Gaman
Paripath and the various
locations that have been
identified for the project
in State. She also added
the story of each location
of Chhattisgarh and their
importance with refer-
ence to Ramayana.

Prof. (Dr.) Piyush Kant
Pandey, Vice-Chancellor,

Amity University
Chhattisgarh in his ad-
dress spoke on the vision
of the Yuva Tourism Club
(YTC). He said it is to nur-
ture and develop young
ambassadors of Indian
tourism who would be-
come aware of tourism
possibilities in India and
Chhattisgarh, appreciate
our rich cultural heritage
and develop an interest
and passion for tourism.
These young ambassadors
would be catalysts for pro-
moting tourism in state.

Nishtha Joshi presented
the reports of the various
activities conducted by
the three YTCs of Amity
University Chhattisgarh.
To celebrate World
Heritage Day the clubs, or-
ganize heritage walk and
Quiz, Poster Making and
Photography competi-
tions.

The winner of poster
making contest was
Anshumala Minj (ASAP),
Vanshika Vora (ASCO)
wins the first prize and
Shomen Chandra (ASCO)
won the second prize in
Quiz contest.

Yuva Tourism Clubs constituted
at Amity University 
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Raipur, Apr 22: ‘Let’s
join together on Earth
Day to make our Earth a
better place to live in’
with this motive Adarsh
Vidyalaya, Tatibandh cel-
ebrated “Invest in our
Planet” to create aware-
ness on investing on
Earth. All the students
participated enthusiasti-
cally in all the events con-
ducted in the school
premises. The events for
the students were Poster
Making, Role Play, Speech
on “Reduce, Reuse, recy-
cle”, Compost Making

along with this “No
Plastic Day was also cele-
brated. These events were
conducted to motivate
and make our students
aware on Save Earth. On
the concluding day the
students and teachers
took oath to save our
Earth. The highlight of
the function of the pro-
gramme was compost
making in the school
premises. The manage-
ment also extended their
best wishes and congratu-
lated for the efforts. This
press release is given by
Principal of the school
Amir B. Sultan.

‘Invest in our planet’
programme held



Flu Vaccination can help
protect against H3N2

Central Chronicle News

RRaaiippuurr,,  AApprr  2222::  Recent reports
from ICMR show that cases of flu
caused by the virus H3N2 is
spreading across the country. This
viral strain causes prolonged ill-
ness and has led to more hospital-
izations than flu infections caused
by other type of strains . People
whose immunity is weak are more
likely to suffer from complications
such as pneumonia, bronchitis,
and seizures, where H3N2 can
also be life-threatening in some
cases . ICMR data show that in the
past three months, 10% of SARI*
patients hospitalized with H3N2
complications needed oxygen and
7% required ICU care. 

Dr. Raghavendra Singh,
Consultant, Ekta Hospital and
Shubham Clinic, says, "Flu virus-
es, such as the H3N2 sub-type, are
currently on the rise and may
cause severe illness in children
leading to hospitalisations.
Predominant symptoms are sys-
temic, such as fever, myalgias,
headache, malaise, and anorexia,
and there can be fewer respirato-
ry symptoms at the onset. The

cough can persist for longer peri-
ods after the fever has subsided. I
would like to advise all parents
speak to their doctor about 4-in-1
flu vaccination, which can protect
against H3N2 & 3 other flu
strains."  "Flu can be serious in
people with weak immunity. In
these people, the H3N2 sub-type
of flu, which is on the rise, may
lead to hospitalisations. I advise
that all adults above 50 years,
pregnant women, and those who
suffer from
chronic con-
ditions such
as diabetes
and asthma,
consult their
doctor about
4-in-1 flu vac-
c inat ion." ,
says Dr.
Ke d a r n a t h
Dewangan,
C h e s t
P h ys i c i a n ,
Vrinda Chest
Clinic.  H3N2
is a sub-type
of influenza A
v i r u s i i i .

Every year during seasonal
changes, the temperature change
causes flu viruses to rise and
spread fast. Annually some sub-
types spread more than othersiv.
All flu viruses, including H3N2,
spread through an infected indi-
vidual when they cough, sneeze,
or talk. They can also spread when
uninfected people touch an object
or surface contaminated by these
viruses and then touch their nose
or mouthv.  
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RRaaiippuurr,,  AApprr  2222:: The first
International Osteopathy &
Physiotherapy symposium was
held in Sri Sathya Sai
Sowbhagyam. It was inaugurated
by Dr. Marco Pozzi, Director of
Paediatric Cardiac Surgery,
University of Ancona, Italy in the
presence of Dr. Marco Petracca,
National Counsellor & Treasurer
of Osteopath, Italy, Dr. Accorsi
Alessandro and Dr. C Sreenivas,
Chairman, Sri Sathya Sai Health
& Education Trust, Dr.Jagdish
Khandeparkar, Eminent
Paediatric Cardiac Surgeon and
Rtn Raj Dubey. Dr. Vishnu Dutt,
Director, Directorate of Medical
Education & Training,
Government of Chhattisgarh was
the Chief Guest.

In her welcome speech, Dr.
Ragini Pandey, Chief Paediatric
Cardiac Surgeon, Sri Sathya Sai
Sanjeevani Hospital, described
Osteopathy as an emerging
Branch. She further said that bet-
ter Osteopaths along with better
Physiotherapists will do wonders
especially in Paediatric cardiac

care in the coming days. An excit-
ing teaching programme on
Osteopathy is being planned in Sri
Sathya Sai Sanjeevani Hospital
and will be taken forward. Dr.
Marco Pozzi in his introductory
speech observed that it is always
a pleasure to be in Raipur. This
time he has come to share his long
positive experience on
Osteopathy which is very signifi-
cant for the children. His theme
for the Symposium was: Better
Osteopathy, Better Physiotherapy.
In this connection, he mentioned
that he had fought a long battle
with Italian Government after
which Osteopathy was recognized
as a specialised Medical Branch.

Dr. Marco Petracca dwelt on
the topic:  What is Osteopathic
Medicine - from philosophy to
clinical practice. Remembering
Dr. Andrew Taylor Still, Founder
of Osteopathy; he said that al-
though a young profession; it will
immensely benefit the infants

and new-borns. He informed that
10-25% of Osteopathic patients
are children whereas, female to
male ratio stands at 60:40.He
shared a Brochure and 2 interna-
tional Links on Osteopathy for fu-
ture reference.

Dr. Accorsi Alessandro,
Osteopath from the Department
of Paediatric Cardiac Surgery and
Cardiology, University Hospitals
Ancona cited some important les-
sons of his Research on OMT      (
Osteopathic Manipulative
Treatments) case-studies.OMT re-
sults in reduction of length of stay
and costs in preterm infants.
Citing his son's case; he reiterated
the fact that he was treated suc-
cessfully by timely intervention on
Osteopathy. Dr. Rahul Jain,
Assistant Professor
(Cardiorespiratory), Government
Physiotherapy College, Raipur ad-
vised the students to learn newer
things. He explained the salient
basic features of Physiotherapy.

He elaborated on "APGAR "Score,
Sleep Cycles, Weight, Duration of
Surgery in case of infants / ba-
bies, ICU Assessment etc.

Dr. Vandana Patel, Assistant
Professor (Rehabilitation),
Government Physiotherapy
College, Raipur was quite nostal-
gic in recalling her 5 years stint in
this Hospital. Sharing her experi-
ences; she pointed out that
Physiotherapy is a multi-discipli-
nary approach aimed towards
quick recovery and early dis-
charge of the post-surgery pa-
tients. She concluded her speech
with the quote "Sometimes, the
real Super Heroes live in the
hearts of the small children fight-
ing big battles." On his maiden
visit, Dr. Vishnu Dutt observed
that Physiotherapy is equally an
important Branch of Medical
Science. He was all praise of the
Italian Guests for popularizing
Physiotherapy among the young
students of the Physiotherapy

Colleges all over Chhattisgarh. 
Recalling the statement of Dr.

Marco Pozzi; Dr. C. Sreenivas
was optimistic that their dreams
will be materialized in the fertile
land of Chhattisgarh. Describing
the Physiotherapists as unsung
heroes and heroines; he saluted
the physiotherapists for their
tireless efforts in early discharge
of the patients. He called upon
the students to make best use of
the lectures and realize the fact
that Physiotherapy has a bright
future.   Dr.Jitesh Kumar Panda
and Dr. Rudra Prasad Acharya,
Physiotherapists from Satya Sai
Sanjeevani presented their case
studies. 

As a token of our Love and
Gratitude to Bhagwan Sri Sathya
Sai Baba; Gift of Life was given
to the 6 children from
Chhattisgarh, Bihar, Uttar
Pradesh and Jharkhand after
their Totally Free of Cost suc-
cessful surgeries at Sri Sathya
Sai Sanjeevani Hospital, Nava
Raipur. The Italian Delegation
and the dignitaries on stage had
a group photograph with all the
patients and their parents. Dr.
Sriharsha Suman Satpathy gave
vote of thanks. The symposium
ended with playing the National
Anthems of Italy & India.

Adult immunisation is key to protect
India's ageing adults: Experts 
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Raipur, Apr 22: The
World Health
Organization (WHO) de-
fines healthy ageing as
"the process of developing
and maintaining the func-
tional ability that enables
wellbeing in older age."
The WHO has also recog-
nisedadult immunisation
as one of the strategies for
healthy ageing in their
'Decade of Healthy Ageing
- Baseline Report -2020'.

The Indian population is
ageing rapidly with the
number of people above 50
years of age expected to
increase to 404 million in
2036 from 260 million in
2020 , representing 27% of
the country's projected
population. Ageing results
in reduced immunity and
makes older people vul-
nerable to infectious dis-

eases such as pneumonia,
influenza, and shingles
and their complications.
Shingles is a viral disease
that can be debilitating for
ageing adults.

This disease causes a
painful rash; the pain of
shingles is described as
comparable to labour
pain. For some, the nerve
pain lasts even after the
rash has cleared up and in-
terferes with the daily ac-
tivities of ageing adults
and increases their de-
pendence on caregivers.

Dr. Ujjwala Verma,
Consultant Dermatologist
practising at 'Dr.
Ujjawala's Skin Clinic',
Raipur, says, "I advise all
my patients of 50 years of
age and above to get vacci-
nated against shingles,
pneumonia, and influen-
za. These infections can
be debilitating in old age

and may lead to severe
life-threatening complica-
tions. I see 20-25 shingles
patients every month and
most of them suffer from
excruciating pain that can
last for months or even
years." 

In India, non-communi-
cable diseases (NCDs)
such as cardiovascular
diseases, chronic respira-
tory diseases and diabetes
contribute to more than
half of the total disease
burden. Adults who suf-
fer from such comorbidi-
ties are more prone to
VPDs.

A report recently sug-
gested that more than 95%
of deaths by VPDs in India
have been reported in
adults. Not only are these
diseases debilitating, but
they also tend to compli-
cate the NCDs leading to
increased hospitalisation.
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Raipur, Apr 22: A 12-year-
old girl from Durg who
dropped out of school due
to severe and unbearable
pain of chronic pancreati-
tis is set to go to school
after undergoing proce-
dure of celiac plexus block
(CPB) in the radiology de-
partment of Dr Bhimrao
Ambedkar Memorial
Hospital, Raipur.
Interventional radiologist
Dr Vivek Patre and team
performed the said suc-
cessful procedure without
incision in chronic pan-
creatitis.

According to Dr Vivek
Patre, this is probably the
first successful procedure
done in Chhattisgarh to
eliminate pain in chronic

pancreatitis disease of
children. After the proce-
dure, the girl got relief
from pain, he said.

According to Dr Patre
chronic pancreatitis does
not usually occur in chil-
dren. To get rid of unbear-
able pain, the family mem-
bers of the girl tried to get
the operation done 2 to 3
times in Durg but did not
get success.

She was then referred to
DKS Raipur where

Pediatric surgeon Dr
Jeevan Patel and team per-
formed pancreaticoje-
junostomy, connecting
pancreatic duct to je-
junum (middle intestine)
to help patient get relief.

Girl's family was then
advised to contact Dr Patre
for the treatment of pain.
Dr Patre, after studying
the patient's history and
seeing the unbearable
pain of the child for 3 con-
secutive years, decided to

do the complicated proce-
dure without incision, in
which the slightest mis-
take could lead to the
death of the patient. By
taking the risk with the
consent of the family
members, Dr Vivek Patre
succeeded in doing this
complicated procedure.

Dr Pratibha Jain Shah
(Head of Anesthesia), Dr
Madhumita, Dr Rasika, Dr
Kishore, Dr Priyanka,
Sister Richa, Akash and

technician Abdul extend-
ed valuable cooperation in
this process. The girl child
was treated at free of cost
from Dr Khoobchand
Baghel Health Assistance
Scheme.

According to the girl's
family members, the girl
was suffering from severe
pain before the procedure.
With her recovery, the girl
is willing to go to school
and complete further stud-
ies like other children.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Apr 22: National
Institute of technology
Raipur conducted a train-
ing session for
Electricians jointly organ-
ized by Panasonic and
Infimind Educare
Foundation Bangalore.
Post the training,the elec-
tricians were awarded a
certificate ( Anchor
Certified Electrician). The
objective of the program
was to train the
Electricians and in order
to recognize, reward, and
encourage them.

The program was organ-
ized in two sessions. In the
first session, basic theoret-
ical knowledge about elec-
tricity was imparted to the
Electricians, and in the
second session, the
Electricians got hands-on
knowledge about the con-
cepts taught in the labora-
tories of the Electrical
Engineering department.

In the first session, Dr.
B. N. Bag talked about the
importance of Electricity
and Electricians and
stressed the point that no
industry will work proper-
ly without them. He fur-
ther discoursed its techni-
cal aspects, gave valuable
information to the atten-
dees about electricity and

its functioning, and how to
control the flow of electric-
ity in different modules.

The program was coor-
dinated by Dr. B. N. Bag,
Assistant Professor,
Electrical Engineering. Dr.
Anamika Yadav, HoD,
Electrical Engineering,
Mr. Sameer Pande, AGM,
Marketing, Panasonic, Mr.
Shekhar Varshney, ASM,
Chhattisgarh, Panasonic,
Mr. Goutham Ravi Kumar,
Assistant Manager,
Infimind Educare
Foundation, Bangalore
were present during the
training session. The ses-
sions witnessed active par-
ticipation and all the atten-
dees were given certifi-
cates and goodies.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Apr 22: IIIT-Naya
Raipur is holding its 3rd
Convocation on April 24,
2023, at its campus in Naya
Raipur. The occasion will
be graced by Governor of
Chhattisgarh and
Chancellor of the insti-
tute, Biswabhusan
Harichandan as the Chief
Guest; Chief Minister of
Chhattisgarh, Bhupesh
Baghel, as the Special
Guest of Honour; while
Minister of Technical
Education, Chhattisgarh,
Umesh Patel and Dr.
Sudhir Mishra, former
Distinguished Scientist
&amp; Director General
(BrahMos), DRDO,
Ministry of Defence and
CEO & MD, BrahMos
Aerospace, as the Guests

of Honour.
In this convocation, 113

B. Tech. students, 15 M.
Tech. students and 3 Ph. D.
scholars will be conferred
with degrees. The students
with outstanding perform-
ance in studies as well as
other activities will be con-
ferred with gold and silver
medals.

The institute will award
gold medals to the stu-
dents who demonstrated
the best all-round perform-
ance and best
innovation/transforma-
tional skills. The institute
will also award silver
medals to those who have
the highest CGPA and best
thesis in their respective
branches.

It will be worth men-
tioning on the occasion of
the 3rd Convocation that

the Institute is continuing
its 100% placement record
since the first outgoing un-
dergraduate batch of 2015.
All the degree recipients of
the convocation who are
interested in jobs are
placed in top-rated compa-
nies like Microsoft
Research, Atlasian,
S t e r a d i a n
Semiconductors, etc., with
the highest package of 57
lakhs per annum. Many
undergraduate degree re-
cipients are pursuing
their higher studies (MS,
M. Tech., and Ph. D.) at
premier academic insti-
tutes in India and abroad.

Today, the institute has
three branches of B. Tech.,
four M. Tech. disciplines,
and multi- disciplinary
Ph. D. Programs. The
Institute has signed MoUs

with several premier aca-
demic and research insti-
tutions and industries.
The institute has always
been sensitive to its re-
sponsibility towards the
upliftment of
Chhattisgarh which in-
cludes, adoption of nearby
villages, proposing proj-
ects for tribal and rural de-
velopment, conducting
awareness programs for
polytechnic institutes and
schools of the State, con-
ducting summer camps
for school children, devel-
oping an app for National
Health Mission to spread
awareness among citizens
about prevalent diseases
in Chhattisgarh, and de-
veloping a Radio App for
Gondi language transla-
tion.

The sponsored projects

worth several crores are
going on in the institute.
The sponsored projects are
funded by the Govt agen-
cies such as Meity, DST-
SERB, NBHM, etc.

The growing popularity
of the institute is clearly
visible during the B. Tech.
admissions process. Every
year, there is improvement
in the institute's opening
JEE rank, which is compa-
rable with some of the
best parallel institutes.

While the focus of IIIT-
NR in its Vision 1.0 was to
create a world-class insti-
tution with advanced labs
and highly qualified facul-
ty for teaching to achieve
100% placements, it is now
focusing on becoming "A
Living Research Lab for
Agriculture, Forestry and
Rural Development".

200 mobiles worth Rs 50 lakh
recovered, given to owners

Mahasamund, Apr 22:
The Cyber Cell team of the
District has succeeded in
recovering stolen and lost
mobile phones worth Rs 50
lakh and these stolen mo-
bile phones were distrib-
uted to its owner in the
presence of SP
M a h a s a m u n d
Dharmendra Singh to
around 200 from all over
the district and this
brought big smile on their
faces.

Along with this by dis-
closing about the looting of
10 mobiles within 24
hours, the Cyber Cell
Police, Kotwali Police and
other police officers were
felicitated. These mobiles
phones were stolen in

Mahasamund district over
the last six-eight months
and are estimated to be
costing around Rs 50 lakh.
During distribution of
these mobile phones at
SP's office, Addl. SP Akash

Girepunje, SDOP
Manjulata Baj, DSP Prem
Sahu, DSP (AJAK),
Kotwali in-charge Ashok
Vaishnav, Cyber-Cell in-
Charge Nadeem Uddin
Khan were present.

Chhattisgarh has a sustainable environment
for industry and trade-business: CM

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Apr 22: A delega-
tion from the
Chhattisgarhia Commerce
and Industry Federation
met with Chief Minister
Mr. Bhupesh Baghel at his
residential office yester-
day.

During the meeting
with the Chief Minister,
the delegation praised the
state government's efforts
to create a conducive envi-
ronment and for its assis-
tance in improving the
state's industry and trade-
business sector.

Meanwhile, During the
meeting, the delegation in-

formed Chief Minister Mr.
Baghel that the
Chhattisgarhia Commerce

and Industry Federation
had been formed to con-
nect the people of

Chhattisgarh with other
traders, promote them,
and exchange business-re-

lated information.
For the past ten years,

this union has been organ-
izing training camps for
Chhattisgarhia traders
through various things re-
lated to the industry de-
partment, banks, and the
government. Over 10,000
Chhattisgarhi traders are
involved in this initiative,
which helps promote mu-
tual trade.

On this occasion, office
bearers of Chhattisgarhia
Commerce and Industries
Federation Sarvshree
Shekhar Verma, Manish
Tikriha, and Lalit Sahu,
along with other mem-
bers, were present.
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By Mahasamund Police

Courtesy meeting of the delegation of Chhattisgarhia Commerce and Industry Federation with the Chief Minister

IIIT-NR 3rd Convocation on Apr 24 Training Session held 
at NIT Raipur

In collaboration with
Panasonic and Anchor

In Radiology
Department of
Ambedkar Hospital

In Sathya Sai
Sowbhagyam 

Girl gets rid of unbearable pain after undergoing CPB

First Int'nl Osteopathy & Physiotherapy Symposium held
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Pandariya, Apr 22:
Teachers in the Education
Division, Durg are being
promoted from assistant
teacher to teachers, in
which priority is being
given to schools in the plain
area in comparison to
schools in forest proximity
areas.

Ravi Chandravanshi,
State President of Jogi
Students' Union, issued a re-
lease and said that there is
corruption in filling of the
vacant posts published by
the Education Department
for promotion and while 3

posts are being given for
promotion, whereas Baiga
tribal dominated Vananchal
village school has been
doing with only one teacher
for the last 6 years.

Block Village
Pandripani, situated at the
end of the village, has been
running for the last sever-
al years only with one
teacher, and  not a single

post has been shown vacant
in the promotion, the state-
ment further said.

Chandravanshi further
said that to provide benefits,
vacant posts are being
shown in the plains and
around the city, while the
schools of Vananchal will

remain vacant.
He also said that only one

teacher is working in the
middle schools of
Vananchal, Pandaripani,
Bhursi Pakri, Shambhu
Pipar, where not a single
post has been shown vacant
for promotion.
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KKoonnddaaggaaoonn,,  AApprr  2222::  According
to the instructions of the
Pradesh Congress Committee,
the party is bys in conducting
village meetings for 'Jai Cong,
Jai Satyagraha' in the rural
areas. For which, under the
auspices of the DCC and BCC
of the region, it is by holding
'nukkad-natak' in the weekly
'haat bazars', information
about anti-people policies of
the central government is
being passed on to the masses
under the campaign. 

It was started from Bade
Kanera of Kondagaon block

and meetings were held in
Chipavand and Gram
Panchayat Bahni. During the
meeting, the party office bear-
ers said that the Congress
party always keeps the inter-
ests of the poor laborers in
mind while being in power
even in the Opposition.
Priority is also given to poor
farm labourers. 

Congress party has lived up
to the trust of the people on
all such issues. When the
Congress government was at
the Centre, then BJP used to
say big things. But for last 9
yers of the BJP government at
the Center no big achieve-
ment has been achieved till
date. Congress is committed
both for achievements and
developments. 

During this time, the speak-
ers appealed to form

Congress government in the
Center and in the state in

2024. A large number of
Congmen were present dur-
ing the program along with
BCC President Bharat
Devangan, Mandal President
Jeevan Nag, Sanjay Karan
Nandu Diwan.

Poor construction in SAHMS
gives it worn-out look

Central Chronicle News

Mungeli, Apr 22: Half-in-
complete construction, dam-
aged doors, due to poor qual-
ity work in Swami
Atmanand Hindi Medium
School (SAHMS), doors and
windows have started break-
ing after a few months of
construction. The paint ap-
plied inside and outside the
school is coming off and
gives the school a worn out
look.

As one of the ambitious
plans of the government,
the government has started
opening Swami Atmanand
School in the state to pro-

vide buildings and quality
education to the poor class
children in the state like pri-
vate schools. Where there is
a shortage of subject teach-
ers in the school, there are
11 additional teachers post-
ed in comparison to the
sanctioned teachers, where
the students are given clean,

beautiful schools like pri-
vate schools.

Due to the conversion of
the old BRSav School to
BRSav Swami Atmanand
Hindi Medium School,
many teachers posted in the
old school are still posted in
BRSav Swami Atmanand
School. There are about

1250 students in BRSav
Swami Atmanand School,
and the number of approved
teachers here is 70.
Presently the number of
teachers posted here is 59,
but there is a shortage of
teachers of Physics, Hindi
and Agriculture department
in the school.

Quality work should be done under JJM: Jyotsana     
Central Chronicle News

Koriya, Apr 22: The
meeting of the District
Development Coordinator
and Monitoring
Committee (Disha) was
held here under the chair-
manship of Lok Sabha
MP and Chairperson of
Disha Committee Mrs.
Jyotsana Mahant. In the
meeting, Mrs. Mahant in-
quired about the compli-
ance report of the instruc-
tions given in the previ-
ous meeting and reviewed
the works being done
through various depart-
ments.

She said that the condi-
tion of all the works in the
district is satisfactory,
keeping in view the public
interest in the implemen-
tation of the departmen-
tal schemes and pro-

grammes, the district offi-
cers should complete the
pending works soon and
in view of the heat, they
should make necessary
arrangements for drink-
ing water in the district.

Reviewing the health fa-
cilities, she directed to en-
sure the availability of

doctors, necessary equip-
ment and adequate medi-
cines in hospitals and to
ensure all necessary
arrangements in view of
corona infection.

Reviewing the works of
Jal Jeevan Mission, she
registered that the dis-
tricts under the plan

should provide a detailed
list of the works done and
complete the works in all
areas in a quality manner
at the earliest, so that peo-
ple do not face water prob-
lems during the summer
season.

Projects of Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural

Employment Guarantee
Scheme, NRLM, Swachh
Bharat Mission, PMGSY,
National Health Mission,
Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan,
Mid Day Meal, Eklavya
Schools, Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana, National
Rural Drinking Water
Program, Pradhan
Mantri Krishi Sinchai
Yojana were also re-
viewed.

P a r l i a m e n t a r y
Secretary and MLA
Baikunthpur Ambika
Singhdev, Vice President
of Surguja Development
Authority and MLA
Bharatpur Sonhat Gulab
Kamro, President of
Municipal Council
Manendragarh  Prabha
Patel, public representa-
tives of District and
District Panchayats were
present in the meeting.

Canal drain in Chaubebandha
stuck for last 3 years
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Rajim, Apr 22: The work
of construction of
Chaubebandha canal
drain is stuck for the last
three years, as a result,
farmers are facing difficul-
ty to carry water to their
fields. The 2 km long canal
drains play an important
role in raising the fields
and though the work had
started in June last year,
but due to poor quality
and rain, the contractors
stopped the work.

After harvesting the
paddy in October-
November this year, the
farmers are anticipating
now that the work of canal
drain will start. Recently,
District Collector Prabhat
Malik had directed in the

meeting to speed up
the work of canal
drain, and according
to information re-
ceived Rajim MLA
Amitesh Shukla has
sanctioned an
amount of more
than one crore for re-
pairing and paving
the canal drain, but
due to lack of work,
their hard work
seems to be going in
vain. Moreover, for
the last 3 years, the
construction of the
drain is yet to start
and a call made to re-
ceive information to
SDO Panchbhave of
Water Resources
Department sub-di-
vision Rajim, was
not received.

In terms of teacher
promotion

Baiga tribal area schools neglected 

Cong to highlight anti-people policies of Centre
Through ‘Jai Bharat
Jai Satyagraha’
campaign
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Bijapur, Apr 22: Under
the Deendayal Antyodaya
National Rural Livelihood
Mission scheme of the
Panchayat and Rural
Development Department,
continuous work is being
done in the direction of fi-
nancial management and
poverty alleviation by con-
necting rural women with
Self-Help Groups.

On the occasion of
Amrit Mahotsav of
Independence, the grand
campaign ‘Sanghthan se
samridhi tak’ was
launched by Union
Panchayat and Rural
Development Minister
Giriraj Singh on April 18.
On this occasion, about 6.5
cr people from all over
India, cluster level organi-
zations, village organiza-
tions, women of self-help
groups (WSHGs), lead
bank officers, bankers and
officers and employees of
the concerned department
were connected through

v i d e o - c o n f e r e n c i n g .
Enthusiasm is being seen
among WSHGs in the dis-
trict regarding this cam-
paign.

Collector Rajendra
Kumar Katara told that ac-
cording to the SECC sur-
vey of 2011, there are a
total of 49998 families in
the district, out of which
about 22000 families have
joined the group. Official
employees of the scheme
have been directed to add
the remaining 28,000 rural
families to self-help groups
under the grand cam-
paign.

District Panchayat CEO
Ravi Kumar Sahu directed
to add women to the group

by organizing wide public-
ity, wall writing, Munadi
and Nukkad Sabha and in
markets.

The main goal of the
Mahabhiyan is to make
women empowered and
self-reliant by connecting
them with means of liveli-
hood, so that they can get
prosperity, self-respect and
a happy life and can recog-
nize and achieve their
rights. Amrit Mahotsav of
Independence Under in-
clusive development from
April 18 to June 30, the
women who have been left
out to join the group under
Samridhi Abhiyan, the
self-help groups of other
departments and institu-

tions and the beneficiaries
of Pradhan Mantri Awas
Gramin, are also added to
the National Rural
Livelihood Mission. A tar-
get has been set to bring
women by the end of the
month of the financial
year 2023-24.

On this occasion
Manish Kumar Sonwani,
Assistant Project Officer,
District Panchayat
Bijapur, Shivratri
Bhuarya, DPM Social
M o b i l i z a t i o n ,
Vyankateshwar Sandra,
Block Project Manager,
Rajendra Talandi,
Regional Coordinator, all
PRP and other cadres were
present.

Moving towards prosperity by adding
100% families to the SHGs: Collector
‘Sanghthan- se- sam-
ridhi- tak’ campaign
launched

Berla/ Saja, Apr 22:
Keeping in mind the
‘Parshuram Jayanti’ and
Id-ul-Fitr’, the meeting of
members of peace-com-
mittee was held in SDM
Saja’s office here on
Thursday. In this SDM
Vishwas Rao Maske, Addl.
SP Pankaj Patel were pres-
ent. In the meeting Patel
said that the district has a
rich and glorious tradi-
tion of social harmony
and mutual brotherhood
and this needs to be kept
intact. He urged people
from all sections of the so-
ciety to maintain at all
cost.

In the meeting all ac-
cepted to celebrate the fes-
tival in peaceful manner
and on which all those

present gave their con-
sent. The people present
held discussions on cele-
brating the festival of
‘Parshuram Jayanti’ and
‘Id-ul-Fitr’ in a peaceful
manner and during which
the people from both the
communities expressed
the inconveniences faced
during such programmes
and festival and urged for
amicable solution. Apart
from this discussions
were held on hosts of
other issues.

This meeting was at-
tended by Tehsildar
Subhash Shukla, Nayab
Tehsildar Jharia, Nagar
Panchayat SCMO
Sudhakar, Vivek Patle, TI
Thana Saja, Manoj
Jaiswal rep of President
Saja Nagar Panchayat;
and other corporators, cit-
izens and public represen-
tatives.

SP appeals to celebrate
festival in peaceful manner

Meeting of 
Peace-Committee held

Nandini-Ahiwara, Apr
22: Villagers of village
Parsada (Medesara) under
Ahiwara tehsil have al-
leged of Illegal mining
being done in the village
government pond in con-
nivance of Sarpanch
Santoshi Bai and Ravi
Nishad.As soon as the vil-
lagers came to know about
it, they informed the vil-
lage deputy sarpanch and
panch, under whose com-
plaint Ahiwara Tehsildar,
took to action.As per infor-
mation, the pond is being
deepened from 20 to 25

feet, which is not required
at present, and the vil-
lagers have expressed ap-
prehension of accident
due to unnecessary pot-
holes in the pond and said
that the farmers crossing
the area at night and ani-
mals can fall prey to the
pits. Meanwhile after the
villagers complained the
sent Patwari to the illegal
mining site and the work
has been stopped.

What officer says:
After the complaint,

Murum mining has been
stopped by sending
Patwari and police imme-
diately- Dikeshwar Sahu
Tehsildar Ahiwara.

Villagers allege of Murum mining 

In govt pond 

Berla, Apr 22: The
‘Janmotsav’ of Lord Shri
Parshuram was celebrated
by members of Sarv
Brahmin Samaj Devkar
(SBS) in their own houses
with religious fervour and
enthusiasm. As per ‘dharm-
shastra’, birth of Lord Shri
Parshuram took place on
occasion of ‘Vaisakh Mass’,
on third day of the ‘Shukl
Paksh’. This day is also
known as ‘Akshay Tritiya’.
The Janmostav of Lord

Shri Parshuram is always
celebrated on ‘Akshay
Tritiya’. Lord Parshuram
had worked to promote the
richness of the ‘Santan
Sanskriti’.

As per the religious be-
liefs, on this day, Lord Vishu
appeared in his 6th ‘Avatar’
as Parshuram. Due to this
both Akshay Tritiya and
Parshuram Janmotsav is
celebrated on the same day.
This year Lord Parshuram
Jayanti was observed on
Saturday, informs SBS
Bemetara District gen. secy.
Rakesh Pandey in a press
release.

Lord Parshuram
Janmostsav celebrated 

In all the houses of
Brahmin families

Kharora, Apr 22: Clay
toys and dolls have come in
the market for Akshaya
Tritiya, which is to fall on
Saturday.In Chhattisgarh,
this day is considered aus-
picious for marriage, while
dolls are kept in homes and
the festival is celebrated by
worshiping village deities
and marrying dolls as a
mark of celebration.

Sarvasiddhi Muhurta
Akshaya Tritiya is known
as Akti in Chhattisgarh
and auspicious works like

marriage, housewarming
are done in this festival,
which is important in the
form of Sarva Siddhi
Muhurta, and also holds
special importance for the
purchase of clothes, jew-
ellery, vehicles and new
buildings. Earthen utensils
have special importance
on the day of Akshaya
Tritiya and this time,
lamps, urns, incense sticks,
dolls are up on sale, with
rate of dolls close to ? 50 to
? 60.

Clay dolls flock markets
before ‘Akshay Tritiya’ 

Dhamdha, Apr 22: A pro-
gramme on value added
products of fish was or-
ganized in Dau Shri
Vasudev Chandrakar
K a m d h e n u
V i s h w a v i d y a l a y a
(DSVCKV), Durg, under
the guidance of Hon’ble
Vice-Chancellor Dr. N.P.
Dakshinkar.At the begin-
ning of the program Dr.
N. Sarang, Principal,
Fisheries Polytechnic,
Rajpur- Dhamdha told
that Doordarshan Kendra,
Raipur team from state
capital has come to
Fisheries Polytechnic,
Rajpur-Dhamdha and
recorded the program on
two subjects.

Doordarshan Kendra,
Raipur team consisted of
Mukesh Chandrakar,
Program Executive,
Doordarshan Kendra,
Raipur, Dilip Kumar,
Cameraman, Rajesh
Tandekar, Technician,

R.S. Sayyam, assistant,
and Arun Kumar
N i r m a l k a r . M r .
Tameshwar, Assistant
Professor told about the
method of making
Mangodi of fish in this
program and along with
this, he also told that fish
is an important source of
protein and omega-3 fatty
acids. He said that the
main objective of this pro-
gram is to give informa-
tion about various prod-
ucts made of fish to the
women of self-help

groups, as well as to get
proper means of self-em-
ployment and to promote
women empowerment.
The vote of thanks was
done by Ms. Kashti Prerna
Devrao, Assistant
Professor.

At the end of this pro-
gramme, Dr. N. Sarang,
Principal, Fisheries
Polytechnic, Rajpur-
Dhamdha gave a memento
and thanked the team of
Doordarshan Kendra,
Raipur and students for
their participation.

DD Kendra films value added products of fish 
At DSVCKV, Durg

BBhhaattaappaarraa,,  AApprr  2222::  On occasion
of sacred month of ‘Ramadan’,
those following Islam are keep-
ing ‘Roza’. So to be part of it,
PCC representative Sunil
Maheshwari reached ‘Nurani
Badi Masjid’ Bhatapara for ‘Roza
Iftari’. During this there was
novel example of communal har-
mony. In this ‘Iftar Dawat’, both
the Hindu and Muslim brethren
presented a live example of
communal harmony. Here Sunil
Maheshwari was part of ‘Roza
Iftari’ amidst hundreds of
‘Rozedars’ from the Muslim
community. Along with this he
sought blessings for peace,
prosperity and harmony for all
from Bhatapara Vidhan Sabha
area.

On this occasion Sunil
Maheshwari embraced people
from Muslim and Hindu commu-
nity by presenting them with a
rose bud and embracing them as

well. During this the persons
performing ‘Namaz’, sought
blessings for peace and prosper-
ity and progress of all in the
country. PCC rep Sunil
Maheshwari greeted all on occa-
sion of Ramadanul-Mubarak and
said that social and religious
harmony is cultural and tradi-
tional identity of India. This har-
mony is prevailing for last many
years. The month of ‘Ramadan’
is a very auspicious and during
this month, the people remain-
ing on fast and without water
and food, read and hear ‘Quran’
and spend time offering ‘namaz’,
because during this month,
blessings are showered. In this
month’ ‘Quaran’ was ‘nazil’.
Maheshwari said that when all
the people together remain on
fast and go for ‘Roza Iftar’, it

strengthen brotherhood and
mutual harmony.

On this occasion Imam Saheb
Moulana Firashad from Nurani
Mazjid; Muttavali- Kadar
Memon; V-P Hanif Chanija; for-
mer Muttavali- Rafiq Jalliawala;
Shadab Jalliawala; ex-corpora-
tor Sharif Khan; Hanif Jalliawala,
Moin Parekh; Shamim Khan,
Mustaq Bagi; Ayub Batia; Jahir
Batia, Samir God; Jafar Chanija;
Sohail Memon and others were
present. Along with Sunil
Maheshwari, Nagar Palika
Bhatapara V-P Trilok Saluja;
Speaker Deepak Nirmalkar;
Alderman Mukesh Sahu, Girish
Parpayani; Ashok Tiwari;
Santosh Soni, corporator
Shailendra Ahirwar; Suresh
Agrawal and others were 
present.

Sunil Maheshwari attends ‘Roza Iftari’
At Nurani Masjid;
seeks blessings for
peace and harmony
for all

Bushes near air-strip caught fire
DDoouusseedd  wweellll  oonn  ttiimmee  bbyy  33  ffiirree--bbrriiggaaddee  tteeaamm

NNaannddiinnii--AAhhiirrwwaarraa,,  AApprr  2222::  The bushes near the airstrip at Gram Aheri
constructed by Bhilai Steel Plant, caught fire on Wednesday and it all

of turned severe and started spreading
nearby. Seeing this three teams of fire-
brigade were rushed to the spot and
they got control on it well on time. On
getting information in this regard,

Nandini Thana team reached there on time and by filling the wide
hole in that area, gained control on fire. Nandini Police informed that
dry bushes are existing in the Nandini Airstrip area in large area and
the fire broke out in it. At the Airport also there is entire camp and two
charter planes of CISF and CAF. It was timely control on fire, that a
major incident was averted in that area.

MMaaiinnppuurr,,  AApprr  2222::  After the sta-
tus of Tehsil Hq’s to Gram
Panchayat Mainpur in
Gariyaband District, it got the
status of sub-division and even
after 75 yrs of the independ-
ence, the denizens of Mainpur
are striving for basic amenities
and facilities. Though the local
officers and employees are
residing here, but this Gram
Panchayat Mainpur has got
stuck amidst large scale net-
work of problems, built over
the period of time. 

During peak of summer sea-
son now, the denizens are
made to face the drinking
water, day-to-day use of water
and other such problems on
daily basis. At the same time,
the nooks and corners and
drainages of the Gram
Panchayat are full of heaps of
waste and garbage with foul
odor, leading to chance of

some contagious diseases to
the people residing nearby. 

On the other hand, the Nazul
land at many places in Gram
Panchayat have been
encroached upon by the
encroachers and even after
this the responsible ones are
not taking any action and are
not at all serious about it.
Failing to take action on the
concern and solving problems
on timely basis had led to
increase in the problems day-
by-day. 

Mainpur is having a total
population of around 10000,
but the Gram Panchayat is not
having sufficient funds that it
can carry out basic works of
development and day-to-day
cleaning and meeting up water
scarcity issue on permanent
basis. What is required at pres-
ent is that the intelligentsia
and local public representa-

tives and responsible officers
of Mainpur city sit together
and formulate a high-level
work plan and ensure its prop-
er implementation, so as to
provide basic amenities to the
denizens on time.

OOnnllyy  ppoonndd  ddrriieess,,  cchhiillddrreenn  
ppllaayyiinngg  ccrriicckkeett  iinn  iitt

For a population of around
10000, Mainpur is having just
one pond for day-to-day usage
and it has now dried-up com-
pletely before the peak of sum-
mers. These days the children
can be seen playing cricket
inside it. With this pond,
around 80% of the city’s popu-
lation used to get water for
day-to-day use, but with the
pond now drying up, they are
made to face water crisis for
day-to-day use. 

Even a borewell was dug
near the pond, but it has also
dried-up and people are not

getting any benefit from it.
Apart from this, majority of
wards in the city are facing
water problems and water
level has reduced drastically
and all this is causing lots of
problems to people. With sum-
mer now at its peak, water cri-
sis needs to be resolved on
emergency basis with firm and
permanent work plan.

CCllooggggeedd  ddrraaiinnss,,  hheeaapp  
ooff  ggaarrbbaaggee  aann  ooppeenn  iinnvviittaattiioonn

ffoorr  ddiisseeaasseess

With no RCC construction
of drainage on either side of
National Highway (NH) in
city, the drains are clogged
and stale water is flowing on
top of the roads and the
odor is forcing people to
walk or move holding their
breath. At the same time the
drains in the wards of city
too are blocked and not
properly clean and the smell
is posing problems to near-
by residents. 

Problems galore in Gram Panchayat Mainpur
Situation remains
same even after 
getting status of
Sub-Division
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Washington, Apr 22 (PTI): 

US President Joe Biden
is looking forward to trav-
elling to India in
September, his adminis-
tration’s point person for
South and Central Asia
has said, observing that
2024 is going to be a “big
year” for the India-US rela-
tionship.

India’s leadership in the
G-20 further broadens its
capacity to stand as a force
for good in the world, the
official said.

“This is gonna be a big
year. Of course, India is
hosting the G-20. This year,
the United States is host-
ing APEC. Japan is host-
ing the G7. We have lots of
our QUAD members who
are taking on leadership
roles. And it provides op-

portunities for all of us to
bring our countries closer
together,” Assistant
Secretary of State for
South and Central Asia,
Donald Lu, told PTI in an
interview on Thursday.

“I know our President is
looking forward to travel-
ling to India in September.
That will be his first trip to
India as part of the G-20
Leaders Summit. We’re re-
ally excited about what’s
to come in the next few
months,” he said.

“We’re only a little over
three months into this
new year. And we’ve had a
number of really exciting
things that happened,” he
said.

This includes the visit of
Secretary of State Tony
Blinken, Treasury
Secretary Janet Yellen,

and Commerce Secretary
Gina Raimondo to India.
The India-US Forum in
Delhi was attended by sev-
eral senior administration
officials.

India as the president of
the G-20 has been taking a
lead in advancing a posi-
tive agenda for the G-20.

“In March Dr
Jaishankar hosted his
QUAD counterparts for a
ministerial meeting and
extraordinary public
events at the Raisina
Dialogue with all four for-
eign ministers together. It
was the first such public
discussion with QUAD for-
eign ministers and really
drove home how our four
countries are coming to-
gether to support the peo-
ple of the Indo-Pacific,” he
said.

“And then lastly, this
month, the arrival of our
new Ambassador Eric
Garcetti. He has already
received a really warm
welcome from our Indian
and American staff at the
US Embassy. Once he pres-
ents his credentials, he is
looking forward to meet-
ing with the rest of India
and I think India will find
that he is young, he is en-
thusiastic, and he’s eager
to bring our relations to
new heights,” Lu said.

“We are really thankful
for the tremendous work
India has done by hosting
the G-20 Foreign
Ministerial meeting last
month, and we look for-
ward to actively partici-
pating in the many future
G-20 meetings coming up
this year, including the

New Delhi Leaders
Summit in September,” he
said.

At the foreign ministers’
meeting, India created an
agenda that allowed them
to discuss some of the
world’s most pressing
challenges and deliberate
to find concrete solutions.

“We have seen how the
G-20 brings together coun-
tries for collective action.
This meeting in March
was no exception. As India
has already shown during
the first few meetings of
its presidency, the G-20 is a
powerful forum where the
world’s leading economies
can come together to re-
spond to global challenges:
food security, health, ener-
gy insecurity, climate
change and unsustainable
debt,” he said.

‘2024 a big year for India-US relationship’ ART FESTIVAL

Festivalgoers are seen at the Coachella Music and Arts Festival at the Empire Polo
Club on Saturday.

Washington, Apr 22 (PTI): 

A top US official has
lauded the freedom of the
press in India and the role
of journalists in support-
ing democracy in the
world’s most populous
country.

US Assistant Secretary
of State for South and
Central Asia Donald Lu
said that “there is nothing
that’s kept secret there.
You have India as a
democracy in part be-
cause you have a free
press that really works.”

“I know the media mar-
ket is changing. But I have
such respect for the free-
dom of the press in India.
There is nothing that’s

kept secret there. You
have India as a democracy
in part because you have a
free press that really
works,” Lu told PTI here.

“I can remember going
into MEA (Ministry of
External Affairs) once
and seeing a senior per-
son with files stacked up
to the ceiling because he
was processing a Right

For Information request.
And he was complaining
bitterly about having to do
this and I could only
laugh because we have to
do the same thing in our
bureaucracy where if
someone asks for a docu-
ment, I have to spend sev-
eral days finding the docu-
ment for them because
that’s what democracy
does,” he said.

Lu appreciated the role
of the journalists and the
work they do to support
Indian democracy.

According to United
Nations estimates, India
has become the most pop-
ulous country in the
world with 142.86 crore
people.

‘India has a free press, and it really works’

Donald Lu

Sydney, Apr 22 (AP): 

A team of explorers an-
nounced it found a sunken
Japanese ship that was
transporting Allied prison-
ers of war when it was tor-
pedoed off the coast of the
Philippines in 1942, result-
ing in Australia’s largest
maritime wartime loss with
a total of 1,080 lives. The
wreck of the Montevideo
Maru was located after a 12-
day search at a depth of over
4000 metre (13,120 feet) deep-
er than the Titanic off
Luzon island in the South
China Sea, using an au-
tonomous underwater vehi-

cle with in-built sonar.
There will be no efforts to

remove artifacts or human
remains out of respect for
the families of those who
died, said a statement
Saturday from the Sydney-
based Silentworld
Foundation, a not-for-profit
dedicated to maritime ar-
chaeology and history. It
took part in the mission to-
gether with Dutch deep-sea
survey specialists Fugro and
Australia’s Defence
Department.

“The extraordinary effort
behind this discovery speaks
for the enduring truth of
Australia’s solemn national

promise to always remember
and honour those who
served our country,”
Australian Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese said.
“This is the heart and the
spirit of Lest We Forget.”
The Montevideo Maru was
transporting prisoners and
civilians who were captured
after the fall of Rabaul in
Papua New Guinea. The ship
was not marked as carrying
POWs, and on July 1, 1942,
the American submarine
Sturgeon, after stalking the
ship through the night, fired
four torpedoes, which found
their target, sinking the ves-
sel in less than 10 minutes.

Explorers find WWII ship sunk with
over 1,000 Allied POWs

Islamabad, Apr 22 (PTI): 

Cash-starved Pakistan is
likely to ink a deal for addi-
tional deposits of USD 2 bil-
lion from Saudi Arabia after
Eid, authorities said on
Saturday, a move that will
help the country secure the
much-required bailout from
the IMF.

In March, Pakistan sought
Saudi Arabia’s confirmation
for funds to ink an IMF deal.
Earlier this month Pakistan
got Riyadh’s nod for addition-
al funding. The assistance
from Saudi Arabia comes at a

crucial time as the IMF pro-
gramme, signed in 2019, will
expire on June 30, 2023, and
under the set guidelines, the
programme cannot be ex-
tended beyond the deadline.

The Washington-based cri-
sis lender has imposed the
condition on Pakistan that it
should secure USD 3 billion
from other countries for the
revival of its USD 7 billion
bailout package. A top gov-
ernment official told The
News International that the
State Bank of Pakistan
would sign a deal with the
Saudi Fund for Development
(SFD) soon after Eid for an
additional USD 2 billion 
deposit.

Pak, Saudi Arabia expected to
sign deal for USD 2bn deposits

After Eid

Manila, Apr 22 (AP): 

China’s foreign minis-
ter said Saturday his
country is willing to work
with the Philippines to
resolve their differences,
as tensions rise over
Beijing’s behaviour in the
disputed South China Sea
and Manila’s deeping
military cooperation
with the US.

Foreign Minister Qin
Gang held talks in Manila
with his Philippine coun-
terpart, Enrique Manalo,
and was scheduled to
meet with President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr. just
days before he travels to
Washington for a meeting
with President Joe Biden.

China has warned that
a deepening security al-
liance between the
United States and the
Philippines should not
harm its security and ter-
ritorial interests and
interfere in long-simmer-
ing territorial disputes in
the South China Sea.

Beijing has criticised a
recent agreement by the
Philippines and the US to
grant US forces access to
additional local military
camps.

The deal allows
American forces to estab-
lish military staging
grounds and surveillance
outposts in the northern
Philippines across the
sea from Taiwan, which

Beijing claims as its ter-
ritory, and in provinces
facing the South China
Sea, which Beijing
claims virtually in its en-
tirety. “We are willing to
work together with
Philippines to implement
the consensus of both
leaders, keep China-
Philippine ties in the right
direction, safeguard the
overall situation of our bi-
lateral relationship, work
together to continue our
tradition of friendship,
deepen mutually benefi-
cial cooperation, and prop-
erly resolve our differ-
ences in the spirit of credi-
bility, consultation, and di-
alogue,” Qin told re-
porters.

China’s FM holds talks in
Philippines amid strained ties

AWARENESS MESSAGE

A Shaman blows into a conch shell during a ritual asking for protection from contami-
nation, one day before Earth World Day, on San Cristobal hill in Lima, Peru, Saturday.

Matamoros (Mexico), Apr 22 (AP): 

About two dozen
makeshift tents were set
ablaze and destroyed at a
migrant camp across the
border from Texas this
week, witnesses said
Friday, a sign of the ex-
treme risk that comes with
being stuck in Mexico as
the Biden administration
increasingly relies on that
country to host people flee-
ing poverty and violence.

The fires were set
Wednesday and Thursday
at the sprawling camp of
about 2,000 people, most of
them from Venezuela,
Haiti and Mexico, in
Matamoros, a city near
Brownsville, Texas. An ad-
vocate for migrants said
they had been doused with
gasoline. “The people fled
as their tents were
burned,” said Gladys
Canas, who runs the group
Ayudandoles A Triunfar.
“What they’re saying as
part of their testimony is
that they were told to leave
from there.” There were no
reports of deaths or signif-
icant injuries. But about 25
rudimentary shelters
made up of plastic, tarps,
branches and other mate-
rials were torched in a
sparsely populated part of
the camp.

Many who lived there
also apparently lost cloth-
ing, documents and what-
ever other modest belong-
ings may have been left in-

side. Margarita, a Mexican
woman staying at the
camp, said Friday she saw
migrants from Venezuela
screaming during the pre-
vious day’s blaze.

“They had their chil-
dren with them and a few
other things they had a
chance to get,” Margarita
said. She spoke on the con-
dition that her last name
not be published due to
fears for her safety.

Gangs recently threat-
ened migrants who were
wading across the river
border illegally, as well as
their guides, Margarita
said, but the crossings had
continued. Criminal
groups often prey upon mi-
grants in the area and de-
mand money in return for
permission to pass
through their territory.
However, Juan Jose
Rodriguez, director of the
Tamaulipas Institute for
Migrants, a state agency
coordinating with
Mexico’s federal govern-
ment, said he had no infor-
mation that a gang was re-
sponsible for the fires.

Rodriguez attributed
them to a group of mi-
grants and said some 10
tents that had already been
abandoned were burned.
He added that they appar-
ently set the fires to ex-
press frustration with a US
government mobile app
that assigns turns for peo-
ple to show up at the bor-
der and claim asylum.

Mexico migrant camp tents
torched across border 

Georgetown, Apr 22 (PTI): 

External Affairs Minister
S Jaishankar co-chaired the
4th India-CARICOM minis-
terial meeting with his
Jamaican counterpart
Kaminaj Smith here in
Guyana’s capital and dis-
cussed a range of issues, in-
cluding trade, climate
change and counterterror-

ism. Jaishankar also had
separate bilateral meetings

on Friday with counter-
parts from Trinidad and
Tobago, St. Kitts and Nevis,
St. Vincent and Grenadines,
Grenada, and Barbados.

During the bilateral meet-
ings, the minister touched
upon various issues includ-
ing expanding cooperation,
trade, climate change, digi-
tal transformation, health
domains, agriculture, and
the International Solar
Alliance (ISA).

“Good to meet Dr Amery
Browne, Foreign Minister

of Trinidad and Tobago.
Spoke about taking forward
our development partner-
ship focusing on digital
transformation and health
domains. Will continue
our cooperation at multi-
lateral forums,” the minis-
ter tweeted.

“So nice to meet Foreign
Minister Dr Denzil
Douglas of St. Kitts and
Nevis on the sidelines of
the India-CARICOM meet-
ing. Noted our resonance
in agriculture and digital

domains. Conveyed that
India will always voice the
concerns of the Global
South,” Jaishankar said in

a string of tweets. “Glad to
meet FM of St. Vincent and
Grenadines Keisal Peters
today (Friday).

EAM Jaishankar co-chairs 4th India-CARICOM ministerial meeting

External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar meets with
Barbados Foreign Minister
Kerrie Symmonds, in
Guyana.

With Jamaican counterpart
and others



W orld Book and Copyright Day
is a celebration to promote

the enjoyment of books and reading.
Each year, on 23 April, celebrations
take place all over the world to recog-
nize the scope of books - a link be-
tween the past and the future, a
bridge between generations and
across cultures. The events done to
honor the day are organized by the
United Nations Educational, Scientific,
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
to promote reading, publishing, and
copyright. Although World Book and
Copyright Day was officially inaugu-
rated in 1995, its conception is trace-
able to Spanish writer, Vicente Clavel
Andres, who conceived the idea in
1922. He developed the holiday to pay
tribute to the notable author, Miguel
de Cervantes. Because Cervantes was
born on October 7, World Book Day
was celebrated for the first time on
October 7, 1926. However, in 1930,
King Alfonso XIII of Spain changed the
date to April 23, which is Cervantes’
death date. In Catalonia, Spain, the
holiday enjoyed great popularity — es-
pecially because April 23 is also the
feast day of Saint Jordi or ‘Diada de
Sant Jordi,’ the patron saint of
Catalonia. On Saint Jordi’s day, gifts
are given, and ever since the
Barcelona Book Fair of 1931, typical

gifts include books and roses.
Coincidentally, April 23 also marks the
death anniversary of authors William
Shakespeare and Inca Garcilaso de la
Vega. These factors played a major
role in UNESCO selecting April 23 to
celebrate its own World Book and
Copyright Day in 1995.

The purpose of the day is to en-
courage and promote reading and
publishing, as well as advance the
protection of intellectual property
through copyright. According to
UNESCO’s website — “It is a time to
celebrate the importance of reading,
foster children’s growth as readers,
and promote a lifelong love of litera-
ture and integration into the world of
work. Through reading and the cele-
bration of World Book and Copyright
Day, 23 April, we can open ourselves
to others despite the distance, and we
can travel thanks to the imagination.’

Last year saw the start of the
International Decade of Indigenous
Languages (2022-32) and it’s a UN pri-
ority to uphold and promote linguistic
diversity and multilingualism.
Indigenous and local languages fea-
ture as part of the World Book Capital
Network Charter, and the Charter rec-
ognizes a less rigid concept of ‘the
book’, i.e., acknowledging various
forms of literature (including oral tra-

ditions). For World Book and
Copyright Day on 23 April, Indigenous
Languages will be the message UN-
ESCO will focus on. Of the almost
7,000 existing languages – many of
which are fast disappearing – the ma-
jority are spoken by indigenous peo-
ples who represent the greater part of
the world’s cultural diversity. The UN
does not put restrictions on who or
which cultures can be termed indige-
nous, but many of you will be aware of
indigenous communities either from
your own country, residing there, or
among those you have worked with
abroad.

One can do and motivate others to
do various activities on WORLD BOOK
AND COPYRIGHT DAY such as Buy a
book to encourage reading. If you’d
love to celebrate the right way, go
ahead and read that book you’ve
bought but haven’t had the chance to
read, you can gather a few of your
friends and start a reading challenge.
See who can read the most books
within a limited period. Alternatively,
you can also challenge yourself to fin-
ish a certain number of books every
month, you can donate as many books
as you can to foundations, charities,
or orphanages. Books are gifts that
might not cost you much but that
translate into a wealth of knowledge

for the recipient. Open up a person’s
world by donating a book. You can en-
courage and inspire others to read –
love reading because reading makes
you empathetic. Research studies
have shown that people who read fic-
tion have a heightened ability to em-
pathize with others. Reading builds
your vocabulary, children who read
more books have larger vocabularies
than those who don’t. Reading keeps
your mind active. According to the
National Institute on Aging, reading
books and magazines helps to prevent
cognitive decline, reading helps you
sleep better. Moreover, reading low-
ers depression levels, reading has
been proven to help alleviate symp-
toms of depression.

Today, we are celebrating WORLD
BOOK AND COPYRIGHT DAY to pro-
mote reading culture, a healthy read-
ing culture all around the world.
Instead of regarding the act of read-
ing as a bore, we’re encouraged to
turn reading into a hobby and favorite
pastime. As books make the world go
round, without books, everyone would
have limited knowledge about the
world. Books facilitate the spread of
information and ideas. We can go
from being amateurs on a subject to
becoming experts, all by taking the
time to read. Intellectual property is
promoted. World Book and Copyright
Day also creates awareness about the
intellectual property of authors. We’re
reminded to get our books legally,
without infringing on the copyright of
authors.

((AAuutthhoorr  iiss  EEmmiinneenntt  SSoocciiaall  SScciieennttiisstt,,
CCoolluummnniisstt,,  aanndd  pprreesseennttllyy  ppoosstteedd  aass

DDeeaann  aanndd  CChhaaiirrmmaann  ––  BBooaarrdd  ooff  SSttuuddiieess
aatt  DDrr..  BB..  RR..  AAmmbbeeddkkaarr  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  ooff

SSoocciiaall  SScciieenncceess,,  DDrr..  AAmmbbeeddkkaarr  NNaaggaarr
((MMHHOOWW)),,  MMaaddhhyyaa  PPrraaddeesshh))..  EEmmaaiill

ggaassssppuubb@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm
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Justice Must Prevail
The recent questioning by the

SC bench regarding the remission
granted to the 11 convicts in the
Bilkis Bano case has brought to
light the hypocrisy of Gujarat and
the Modi government. The gravity
of the offense cannot be ignored,
and justice must be served. It is
concerning that the government is
reluctant to share information
with the top court, leaving many
to wonder if powerful politicians
are involved. The SC should order
the packing, sealing, and surren-
dering of files to prevent removal
of incriminating documents and
examine the government's unwill-
ingness to submit files. It is time
for the SC to set a stern example
that India is a righteous and secu-
lar democracy, and the powerful
and powerless are treated equally.
If the government continues to
circumvent the law, the SC must
hold them accountable. The
tragedy of Indian democracy must
end, and justice must prevail.

BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,
FFaarriiddaabbaadd  

Welcome move by UGC
In a recent statement, UGC

urged all university rectors to
allow students to write exams in
their native language, even
though the courses are taught in
English. It discusses the promo-
tion of NEP 2020 and the regular
use of mother tounge ??in educa-
tional institutions. According to
the notice, the NEP emphasizes
the importance of teaching  the
students' native language. It em-
phasized the importance of opti-
mizing communication in all lan-
guages ??for better cognitive per-
formance and the development of
learners' holistic personalities.
The announcement also promotes
the teaching and learning of the
native language at higher educa-
tion institutions across the coun-
try. Pupils from economically and
socially disadvantaged back-
grounds in particular will benefit
from this.It is therefore vital to
support and encourage such ini-
tiatives.

VViijjaayykkuummaarr  HH  KK,,  RRaaiicchhuurr,,
KKaarrnnaattaakkaa

Traditional Definition 
of Marriage

As the Supreme Court debates
same-sex marriage, the definition
of marriage is being closely exam-
ined. While there are different
opinions on the matter, it is impor-
tant to recognize that marriage
has been one of the most impor-
tant institutions in human society
for centuries. Historically, mar-
riage has been understood as a
union between a natural male and
a natural female with the primary
purpose of procreation to ensure
the continuation of the human
race. While some may argue for a
broader definition of marriage
that includes same-sex couples, it
is important to preserve the tradi-
tional definition of marriage as a
natural union. Instead of distort-
ing the concept of marriage, let us
appreciate the natural gift of mar-
riage as it has been ordained by
nature. Though marriages may
sometimes be defaced or distort-
ed in courts, they remain a sacred
bond that is made in heaven.

MMKKNN,,  RRaaiippuurr

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍
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Commuters use scarves to shield themselves from the heat during a hot summer afternoon, in Gurugram, Saturday, April 22.

BEATING THE HEAT

O n April 20, SpaceX launched its newest rocket, Starship, on
its maiden flight, and it exploded three minutes later. While

it might seem like a failure to some, SpaceX and space policy ex-
perts are calling it a successful failure. Starship is the most power-
ful rocket ever built, designed to be fully reusable and take people
to Mars. The explosion is part of SpaceX's philosophy of failing fast,
finding problems, and fixing them before moving forward. The
Starship rocket is made up of two stages. The first stage, called
Super Heavy, has 33 individual engines that provide more than
twice the thrust of the Saturn V rocket that sent astronauts to the
moon in the 1960s and 1970s. Its job is to get the rocket to about 40
miles above Earth before separating and landing back on the sur-
face to be used again. The second stage, called Starship, ignites its
own engines to carry the payload, whether it be people, satellites,
or anything else, into orbit. The launch was the first fully integrated
test of Starship. During the launch, the rocket flew for more than
three minutes, passing through what engineers call "max Q" – the
moment at which a rocket experiences the most physical stress
from acceleration and air resistance. While a few things went
wrong with the launch, the primary goal was to get the rocket off
the launch pad, which it accomplished and more. The first failure
occurred when multiple engines went out sometime before the
Starship spacecraft and Super Heavy rocket were supposed to sep-
arate. The two stages were also unable to separate at the predeter-
mined moment, causing the rocket to tumble end over end. It is still
unclear what specifically caused this failure. To prevent any harm,
SpaceX engineers triggered the self-destruct mechanism and blew
up the entire rocket over the Gulf of Mexico. SpaceX's approach to
testing is different from that of other organizations. Its company
philosophy is to fail fast, find problems, and fix them with the next
rocket. This approach has allowed the company to move much
faster than traditional approaches taken by organizations such as
NASA, which tend to spend more time identifying and planning for
possible problems before attempting a launch. While SpaceX's
method can be costlier because of the time and resources it takes
to build new rockets, it has already shown success with its Falcon 9
and Falcon Heavy rockets. Getting to space is hard, and it is not un-
usual for new rockets to experience problems. In the past two
years, both South Korea and Japan have attempted to launch new
rockets that failed to reach orbit. Commercial companies such as
Virgin Orbit and Relativity Space have also lost rockets recently.
None of these were crewed missions, and in most failed launches,
flight engineers purposefully destroyed the rockets after problems
arose. Starship's explosion is a successful failure that will help
SpaceX reach its eventual goal of sending astronauts to Mars.
SpaceX engineers will look to identify the specific cause of the
problem to fix it for the next test launch. SpaceX's approach to test-
ing has allowed them to move faster than traditional methods and
make significant strides in space travel. While the explosion might
seem like a setback, it is an essential step in the development of
Starship and the future of space travel.

Successful failure

Rajender  Kumar Sharma

S ome famous person once said a
beautiful line about books

"Books are the cheapest vacation you
can buy."  And these lines fit perfect-
ly in today's context.  In today's fast
paced life, everything has become
digital and online.  Now writing and
reading books has also become on-
line.  Books have gone virtual from
the world of paper.  The world of
books has completely changed.  E-
editions of most journals are avail-
able online.  Now there is no need to
carry heavy books.  You can easily
read them anytime, anywhere on

your laptop or mac book or mobile.
From this point of view, digitization

is proving to be a boon for books. But
it cannot be denied that the trend to-
wards books has decreased in
today's young generation. Change is
the rule of nature. To maintain fresh-
ness in the world, it becomes neces-
sary to change according to time. If
due to any change, damage to a par-
ticular person or decay of any of our
heritage or culture starts, then it be-
comes necessary to consider it.
According to an estimate of Google,
by the year 2010, about 13 crore titles
had been  published. According to an-
other report, the world famous Gita
Press for religious books has pub-
lished more than 72 crore books in 15
languages. In these publications, 16
crore 21 lakh and 11 crore 73 books of
Shrimad Bhagvat Gita and Tulsi liter-
ature have been published respec-
tively. Books play a special role in our
life. Contemporary books are the mir-
ror of the society. Books are the
storehouse of knowledge. Books can
be our best friends. Human is mortal
in this world, but their works,
thoughts and books always remain
safe. This is the reason why the im-
portance of books has never dimin-
ished. Yes, it is true that in this era in-

ternet &  computer, reading books
has become accessible. World Book
Day was first celebrated on April 23,
1995 by UNESCO. It is celebrated to
mark the death anniversaries of two
of the world's greatest writers,
William Shakespeare and prominent
Spanish historian Inca Garcilaso de la
Vega. While the day Manuel Mejia
Vallejo ( famous journalist & writter )
Halldor Laxness ( Noble Prize winner
)  and the famous French novelist
Maurice Drun were born.

Book and Copyright Day
(Copyright Day / Intellectual
Property Rights Day) is being cele-
brated all over the world on 23rd
April.  Could we forget the time,
when books were the main source of
entertainment for the people? But
today due to lack of time, reading
books has become a thing of the past.
One of the main objectives of cele-
brating World Book Day is to moti-
vate people, especially the furure
generation, to read books, to make
them aware of the usefulness of
books, to make them aware of the
book industry such as book publish-
ing and copyright of published mate-
rial.  Information has to be made
available.  The recognition and popu-
larity of this day can be gauged from

the fact that World Book Day is cele-
brated in about 100 countries of the
world.  The event is organized by the
United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO).
Every year, UNESCO and internation-
al organizations that are associated
with the book industry such as pub-
lishers, booksellers and libraries etc.
are represented in the Book Day
event. Since 2000, on World Book and
Copyright Day, the" World Book
Capital" is selected in an innovation
by UNESCO and international organi-
zations representing 3 major book in-
dustry sectors such as publishers,
booksellers and libraries  .  Capital of
Books in the World A city is selected
to maintain Book Day celebration ac-
tivities from 23 April of each year to
23 April of the following year. This
year UNESCO has selected Accra
(Ghana) as the World Book Capital
for 2023.  Accra was chosen to pro-
mote the youth's potential to enrich
Ghana's culture and economy.  The
recommended program in Accra aims
to engage youth through literature to
effectively train the next generation.

For the celebration of World Book
and Copyright Day, a slogan is also
chosen.  This year's theme is
"Indigenous Languages" and the slo-

gan is "Caring through Reading".
Four themes are proposed to be in-
cluded in the program of World Book
and Copyright Day.  such as reading,
development of book industry infra-
structure, inclusion and digital ac-
cess, and empowerment of children
through reading.  World Book and
Copyright Day seems to be fulfilling
its goals only because of the efforts
of UNESCO and allied countries. The
Republic of India is such a linguistic
bouquet in which flowers of different
languages ??have been planted.  The
beauty of this bouquet increases
even more when this bouquet gets
the distinction of becoming a subject
or theme of the world stage.  This
year's World Book Day theme
"Indigenous Languages" fits perfect-
ly in the Indian context. Let's build
national unity by saving the linguistic
diversity of the country, while enthu-
siastically celebrating the "World
Book Day" dedicated to "Indigenous
Languages".  For a country like India
where languages ??change at every
distance, this year's World Book Day
becomes very important.

((WWrriitteerr  iiss  aa  CCoolluummnniisstt  &&  SSrr..
EEdduuccaattoorr,,  DDeehhrraadduunn,,  UUttttrraakkhhaanndd..

VViieewwss  aarree  ppeerrssoonnaall))

Promotion of Indigenous Languages through World Book Day

Central Chronicle invites articles, write-ups, and comments on a wide range of
issues for our editorial page. Submissions should be between 800-900 words in
length. In addition, we welcome letters to the editor for this page. While letters

may be edited for clarity, we aim to preserve the integrity of the original message,
and ask that they be kept to around 50-60 words. Submissions can be sent via

email to editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com.

T he terrorist attack in Poonch, Jammu and Kashmir, which
killed five soldiers and injured one, highlights the persistent

threat of terrorism in the region. This attack comes after a series of
terrorist activities in Poonch and Rajouri districts, which have been
hotbeds of terrorism due to their proximity to the Line of Control
(LoC). The attackers are believed to have been trained by Pakistan-
based terrorist groups, who have been provided with support by
Pakistan's military and intelligence agencies. The Indian security
forces face several challenges in their efforts to track down terror-
ists and prevent further attacks. The first challenge faced by the se-
curity forces is the lack of accurate intelligence about the presence
and number of terrorists in the area. The Army relies on the infor-
mation provided by the local police, which is often insufficient to ap-
prehend or encounter terrorists. Any operation in this area involves
multiple units and agencies, including the Indian Army, the police,
and the paramilitary forces. Any breakdown or coordination issues
can lead to delays and confusion, which gives terrorists enough
time to escape to safe hideouts. The mountainous region with
rugged terrain also makes it difficult for the troops to manoeuvre
and carry out the operation. The inclement weather conditions fur-
ther hamper the movement of troops and the use of helicopters for
surveillance. Another challenge is the use of local populations as
human shields by terrorists. This limits the scope of any major oper-
ation by the forces. The latest tactics, such as laying ambushes and
booby traps, are new in Jammu and Kashmir. There is significant
media attention and political scrutiny, with the local population and
political parties raising their voices, which hampers various opera-
tions. This pressure has cascading effects detrimental to anti-ter-
rorism operations. The situation is exacerbated by the fact that
Pakistan has been providing support to terrorist groups operating in
Jammu and Kashmir. Many of these groups have training camps
and launch pads in Pakistan-occupied Jammu and Kashmir (PoJK)
and use Poonch and Rajouri as infiltration routes. The persistent
support from Pakistan's military and intelligence agencies has al-
lowed these groups to continue their activities and launch attacks
on Indian security forces and civilians. Despite all these challenges,
the situation improved significantly in the twin districts in the past.
However, since 2021, terrorism has resurfaced in the region. One of
the primary reasons for the failure to wipe out terrorism here is the
lack of accurate intelligence. The second reason is the use of new
tactics by terrorist groups. The change in tactics denotes a mount-
ing challenge for the security establishment. The  attack in Poonch
has dealt a blow to any prospect of a thaw in India-Pakistan ties,
which are already in deep freeze. Pakistan-based terror group Jaish-
e-Mohammed's imprint is visible in what appears to be a planned
ambush. The attack has cast a shadow on the visit of Pakistan's for-
eign minister for the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation summit in
Goa next month. It would also be the first high-level visit by a
Pakistani official since Nawaz Sharif's trip in 2014 for the swearing-
in ceremony of Prime Minister Modi. The killing of five soldiers in
the Rajouri sector is a devastating loss. Fresh guidelines on troop
movement, combing operations, and deployment of counter-terror
measures are imminent. The Indian security forces need to adapt to
the new tactics used by terrorist groups and step up their efforts to
track down and eliminate these groups. Cross-border support to
terrorism and terror infrastructure continues to be an all-pervasive
threat. The attack is a reminder that the scourge of terror needs ro-
bust surveillance and counter-measures, round the clock.

Poonch Ambush Horror

SpaceX launches most powerful 
rocket in history in explosive debut

The Challenge of Combating 
Terrorism in Jammu and Kashmir

Significance of World Book and Copyright Day
23 April is A Day Marked to Understand, and Promote Measures to Protect 
Intellectual Copyright, UNESCO’s theme for 2023 is Indigenous Languages

PROF. SUNIL GOYAL
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Public mines

Moga: To provide
sand and gravel at af-
fordable prices to peo-
ple, Punjab Chief
Minister Bhagwant
Mann on Friday dedi-
cated 20 more public
mines to people in five
districts of the state.
Speaking at Sanghera
village in Moga, he
said under the third
phase of public min-
ing sites, 20 new sites,
including in
Ludhiana, Ferozepur,
Moga, Hoshiarpur
and SBS Nagar dis-
tricts, have been made
operational on Friday,
increasing the total
number of opera-
tional sites to 55
across the state. Mann
said the government
will soon opera-
tionalise a total of 150
public mines across
Punjab, ensuring they
will get sand at Rs 5.50
per cubic feet.

Recalling Baleno  
New Delhi: Maruti
Suzuki India  said it is
recalling 7,213 units of
its Baleno RS model
due to a suspected de-
fect in vacuum pump,
which assists brake
function. The recall
will impact vehicles
manufactured between
October 27, 2016 and
November 1, 2019,
Maruti Suzuki India
said in a regulatory fil-
ing. "It is suspected
that there is a possible
defect in vacuum
pump, which assists
the brake function. In a
rare case, the affected
vehicle may require in-
creased effort in brake
pedal application," it
said. Affected vehicle
owners will be receiv-
ing communication
from Maruti Suzuki
authorised dealer
workshops for replace-
ment of the defective
parts, free of cost, the
company said.

Merchandise exports

New Delhi: The coun-
try's merchandise ex-
ports are likely to
cross USD 500 billion
this fiscal due to
healthy demand for
domestic goods in key
global markets, in-
cluding the US, and
benefits from trade
pacts, according to ex-
porters. They said
that other destina-
tions like Russia
would give a huge
boost to the country's
outbound shipments,
particularly in the
agri and food process-
ing sectors.
Federation of Indian
Export Organisations
(FIEO) said they are
targeting to take the
shipments to USD 500
billion-510 billion dur-
ing the current finan-
cial year. Services ex-
ports are likely to
reach around USD 390
billion in 2023-24 from
USD 322.72 billion in
2022-23. "Together
with goods and servic-
es, we are targeting
exports of USD 900 bil-
lion this fiscal," FIEO
Director General Ajay
Sahai said. He noted
that free trade agree-
ments with the UAE
and Australia would
provide a huge plat-
form to boost exports
in those markets.

Rajkot, Apr 22:  

Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal on
Saturday expressed hope
that traders will soon be
able to settle foreign trade
in the rupee currency as
several banks from differ-
ent countries are opening
special Vostro accounts
with Indian banks. The
Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) has approved 60 re-
quests to open Special
Rupee Vostro Accounts
(SRVAs) of correspondent
banks from 18 countries,
including the UK,

Singapore, and New
Zealand. The central bank,
he said, is in discussion
with its counterparts in
different nations on this.
"We will soon start seeing

operationalisation of this
rupee trading in interna-
tional trade with several
countries," Goyal told re-
porters here.

He also said that negoti-
ations for free trade agree-
ments (FTAs) with devel-
oped regions like the
European Union, the UK,
and Canada are in "ad-
vanced" stages. Groups in-
cluding European Free
Trade Association Free
Trade Agreement (EFTA),
Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) and Eurasian
Economic Union (EAEU)
are also keen to start talks

for similar pacts with
India. "The whole world
wants to have a compre-
hensive economic partner-
ship agreement with
India," the minister said.
On the second phase of the
production-linked incen-
tive scheme for the textiles
sector, he said that exten-
sive stakeholder discus-
sions have happened on
the subject. "I am quite
confident that very soon
we will be able to finalise
the contours of the
scheme and take it up for
approval at the highest
level," he added.

International trade in rupee
currency soon: Piyush Goyal New Delhi, Apr 22:  

The transfer of Jaipur
international airport op-
erations by Airports
Authority of India (AAI)
to the Adani group is ex-
empt from Goods and
Services Tax (GST), the
Authority for Advance
Ruling has said.

The AAI had ap-
proached the Rajasthan-
bench of the Authority for
Advance Ruling (AAR)
seeking ruling on
whether transfer of busi-
ness to M/s Adani Jaipur
International Airport Ltd
is treated as supply as
'going concern' and
whether GST is leviable
on transfer of assets.
Transfer of business as a

going concern, as a whole,
or independent part
thereof, is considered as
service under GST law
and such supplies are ex-
empt from goods and serv-
ices tax.

In its ruling dated
March 20, 2023, the AAR
said the business arrange-
ment entered vide conces-
sion agreement dated
January 16, 2021, between
the applicant (AAI) and
M/s Adani Jaipur
International Airport is a
transfer of going concern.
The Adani Group had in
October, 2021, taken over
the operations, manage-
ment and development of
the Jaipur International
Airport from the AAI.
The airport has been

leased out to the group by
the government of India
for a period of 50 years.

The Rajasthan bench of
the AAR also noted that
in 2021 and 2022, the
Gujarat and Uttar
Pradesh benches of AAR
too had ruled that busi-
ness arrangements be-
tween AAI and Special
Purpose Vehicle (SPV)
are covered under trans-
fer of going concern.
However, the invoice
raised by AAI for reim-
bursement of salary
/staff cost on M/s Adani
Jaipur International
Airport Ltd is a supply
which falls under the
ambit of manpower serv-
ice and hence taxable at
18 per cent under GST.

GST not applicable on transfer of Jaipur
Int'l airport business to Adani group

Washington, Apr 22: 

Indian-American busi-
ness leader Ajay Banga is
an exceptional candidate
and he is uniquely
equipped to lead the World
Bank at such a critical mo-
ment, the US has said as
the bank plans to formally
announce his appoint-
ment as its president.

In February, President
Joe Biden announced that
the US would be nominat-
ing Banga to lead the
World Bank because he is
well equipped to lead the
global institution at "this
critical moment in histo-
ry." On March 31, The
World Bank closed a
month-long window for
nominations for its next
president, with no alterna-
tives announced to 63-year-

old Banga. Banga is the
only applicant for the posi-
tion of president of the
World Bank, the global fi-
nancial institution said.
"He (Banga) is uniquely
equipped to lead the World
Bank at such a critical mo-
ment, and he's an excep-
tional candidate," Vedant
Patel, State Department
Principal Deputy
Spokesperson, told re-

porters at his daily news
conference on Friday. "His
leadership skills and man-
agement experience, his
experience in the financial
sector, will help achieve
the World's Bank objec-
tives by eliminating ex-
treme poverty, and ex-
panding prosperity, while
also doing so in a very
evolving and dynamic
global playing field, where
we're dealing with a lot of
new and pressing issues
and challenges, like cli-
mate change and global
health challenges and
other things as well," Patel
said.

The former Mastercard
Inc. chief, Banga currently
serves as Vice Chairman
at General Atlantic. A new
leader of the World Bank
is expected to be chosen by

early May. Raised in India,
Banga has a unique per-
spective on the opportuni-
ties and challenges facing
developing countries and
how the World Bank can
deliver on its ambitious
agenda to reduce poverty
and expand prosperity,
President Biden had said.
He has also worked closely
with Vice President
Harris as the Co-Chair of
the Partnership for
Central America.

He was awarded the
Padma Shri in 2016. Banga
is expected to take over the
reins of the anti-poverty
lender at a crucial time,
with the US and Western
nations pitching for re-
forms to focus on address-
ing a slew of wide-ranging
global issues like climate
change.

Ajay Banga is uniquely equipped to lead the
World Bank at such a critical moment: US

New Delhi, Apr 22:  

The government on
Friday launched the fifth
round of the regional air
connectivity scheme to
further enhance the con-
nectivity to remote and re-
gional areas. Under UDAN
5.0, viability gap funding
(VGF) will be capped at 600
kilometres stage length for
both priority and non-pri-
ority areas, which was ear-
lier capped at 500 km.
Besides, no pre-deter-
mined routes would be of-
fered. Only network and
individual route proposals
by airlines will be consid-
ered, the civil aviation
ministry said in a release.
Under the fifth round of
Ude Desh Ka Aam Nagrik
(UDAN) or Regional
Connectivity Scheme

(RCS), the focus will be on
Category-2 (20-80 seats)
and Category-3 (more than
80 seats).

The release said the ear-
lier stage length cap of 600
kilometres is waived and
there is no restriction on
the distance between the
origin and destination of
the flight. Civil Aviation
Minister Jyotiraditya
Scindia said this new and
stronger version of the
scheme will raise the mo-

mentum, connecting new
routes and bring us closer
to the target of opera-
tionalising 1,000 routes
and 50 additional airports,
heliports and water aero-
dromes in the near future.
According to the release,
under UDAN 5.0, airlines
would be required to sub-
mit an action/business
plan after two months
from the issuance of LoA
(Letter of Acceptance),
wherein they submit de-
tails about their aircraft
acquisition plan/availabil-
ity of aircraft, crew and
slots at the time of the
technical proposal. The
same route will not be
awarded to a single airline
more than once, whether
in different networks or in
the same network, it
added.

Govt launches fifth round of
regional air connectivity scheme

New Delhi, Apr 22:  

Against the uncertain
global backdrop, India has
increasingly been in the
spotlight for being
amongst the fastest grow-
ing major economies
helped by a strong con-
sumption story, eminent
banker Deepak Parekh
said on Saturday.

India is not immune to
global disruptions, so
some slowdown in growth
is inevitable, he said,
adding, since India is a do-
mestic, consumption-
based economy, India is
less dependent on the glob-
al economy compared to
countries that rely heavily
on exports. "As a country,
we are fortunate to see
more tailwinds than head-
winds. What is working
well for India is the fact

that we have political sta-
bility and I don't see this
being disrupted in 2024 ei-
ther," Parekh, chairman of
HDFC Ltd said at the
Dainik Bhaskar conclave.
Reeling out some of the
advantages, he said, the
Indian banking and finan-
cial system, which had
had its troubles earlier, is
now in a much stronger
position and is well-capi-

talised, the non-perform-
ing loans are now much
lower and the system is
strongly regulated.

Besides, he said, the gov-
ernment is pulling all its
weight to position the
country as a global manu-
facturing hub, and the
country has aligned itself
to the goals of decarbonis-
ing the Indian economy in
an orderly manner.

On housing finance,
Parekh said, the runway
for it in the country is im-
mense as mortgage-to-
GDP ratio in India at 11
per cent which is very
low compared to peers
like China, Malaysia,
Singapore and signifi-
cantly lower than much
of the western world
where mortgage-to-GDP
ratio is upwards of 60 to
90 per cent.

India in spotlight for being amongst
fastest growing major economies

amid uncertainties: Deepak Parekh

New Delhi, Apr 22: 

Hindware Limited, a
leader in complete bath-
room solutions, launched
its new television com-
mercial (TVC) campaign,
'Hotel Like Bathrooms',
featuring some of the
biggest names in cricket.
The campaign highlights
the aspirations of today’s
traveller, who aspires to
have the same experience
in bathroom as they get in
a 5-star hotel. The TVC
campaign features
Prominent players from
Royal Challengers
Bangalore & Punjab
Kings. The campaign
aims to showcase the
high-quality bathroom
products and solutions
from Hindware Italian
Collection that offers to
create an elegant and
comfortable bathroom ex-
perience similar to a luxu-
rious hotel. It showcas-
esproducts like Element

Plus wall mounted and
tankless closet, over the
counter basin – Amazon
and Fonte and Hues col-
lection from Hindware
Italian Collection. The
campaign will also be sup-
ported by an extensive
360-degree promotion out-
reach including digital,
social, OTT, print, radio,
and out-of-home activa-
tions.

Commenting on the an-
nouncement, Mr.
Sudhanshu Pokhriyal,
Chief Executive Officer,
Bath Business, Hindware
Limited, said,"As a lead-
ing player in the bath-
room solutions market,
we are always looking for
innovative ways to con-
nect with our customers.
We are excited to launch
our latest TVC campaign,
'5-starHotel Like
Bathrooms', which high-
lights the importance of
creating a luxurious bath-
room experience..”

Hindware launches new
TVC campaign ‘5 Star
Hotel like Bathrooms’

Pithampur, Apr 22: 

Shakti Pumps (India)
Limited, a leading manu-
facturer and exporter of
Solar Pumps, Pressure
Booster Pumps, Motors,
Controllers and Inverters
in the country, has started
supplying the order re-
ceived from the
Government of Uganda.
The company has also
started a branch office in
Kampala to run its busi-
ness smoothly.

This Solar Powered
Piped Drinking Water
Distribution Scheme of
Uganda was inaugurated
by Hon'ble External
Affairs Minister Dr. S.
Jaishankar and Hon'ble
Foreign Minister of
Uganda, Hon'ble General
Jeje Abubakhar Odongo,
Hon'ble Sam Mangusho
Cheptoris, Uganda's
Minister of Water and
Environment. Senior
members of the
Government of Uganda

and Mr. Ramesh Patidar,
Executive Director, Shakti
Pumps India Limited and
Project Head, Mr. Chetan
Kanojia were also present
on the occasion.

Shakti Pumps India
Limited has bagged a con-
tract order from the
Ministry of Water and
E n v i r o n m e n t ,
Government of Uganda,
for Solar Powered
Pumping Systems, with a
total value of US$ 35.30
million (approximately Rs.
290 crores), financed by

India Exim Bank to the
Government of Uganda.
The project will provide
safe and sustainable water
supply to half a million
Ugandan residents in 20
rural districts.

Commenting on this
very important project,
Mr. Dinesh Patidar,
Chairman and Managing
Director, Shakti Pumps
(India) Ltd. said, “We are
very happy that this proj-
ect is moving forward, and
this is a major milestone
for Shakti Pumps.

Shakti Pumps commences
operations in Uganda

Mumbai, Apr 22:  

The recent softening of
the gold price has support-
ed demand for the yellow
metal on the auspicious
day of Akshaya Tritiya
and jewellers have been
witnessing steady footfalls
since morning. "Since
morning the footfalls have
been good, mostly support-
ed by the price coming

down to around Rs 56,500
levels for 22 karat gold,"
All India Gem and Jewelry
Domestic Council (GJC)
chairman Sayam Mehra
told PTI. People are buy-
ing new jewellery, mostly
in light weight, and also
picking up the pre-booked
items. The footfalls are ex-
pected to increase as the
day progresses, Mehra
said. Jewellery from 5-33

grams and coins in 1-2
grams range are popular
this year, he said, adding
that this year, after
Hallmarking, jewellery
has become more popular
than coins. "This year we
expect business to be
around 17-18 tonnes in
terms of volume on
Akshaya Tritiya. Last
year, people bought wed-
ding jewellery as the mar-
riage season was immedi-
ately after Akshaya
Tritiya. However, this year
it's in June-July, so the
major wedding jewellery
purchases will happen in
May," Mehra said.

Echoing similar senti-
ments, PNG Jewellers
Chairman and Managing
Director Saurabh Gadgil
said, being a weekend, jew-
ellery retailers are expect-
ing good business this
Akshaya Tritiya mainly
supported by the slight de-
cline in gold prices.

Akshaya Tritiya: Jewellers expect pick
up in sales on softening of gold prices

Q DEVICES LAUNCH

Cricket legend Kapil Dev and actor Esha Deol during the
launch of Q Devices, in Mumbai.

New Delhi, Apr 22:  
After a five-day long visit, Apple
CEO Tim Cook left India with a
note that he
can't wait to
return to the
country.
The visit of
Cook coincid-
ed with 25
years of the
iPhone
maker's pres-
ence in India. Cook arrived in
India on Monday. The visit start-
ed with the launch of the first
official Apple store in Mumbai
on April 18 followed by a second
in the national capital on April
20. "What an incredible week in
India! Thanks to our teams
across the country. I can't wait
to return," Cook tweeted. The
company has been selling prod-
ucts in India through exclusive
Apple Premium Reseller (APR)
stores, large format retail chains
like Reliance Digital, Croma etc,
multi-brand retail stores and
through e-commerce platforms. 

Can’t wait to
return, says Apple
CEO Tim Cook last
day of India visit



ACROSS
1. School orgs.
5. Scram!
9. Was sore
14. Affluent
15. Evergreen tree
16. Window blind
17. Instantaneous
19. Lustrous fabric
20. Sower
21. Completeness

23. "____ Robinson"
24. Fasten
26. Of course!
27. Spud
29. Took long steps
34. Contributor
37. Entranced
39. Within
40. Turn aside
41. Strive
42. Maturing
43. Minus

44. Pre-Easter period
45. Flag-maker ____ Ross
46. Shoe part
48. Mixed greens
50. Hooting bird
52. Permit
53. Fri. follower
56. ____ retriever
61. Nullify
63. Concerning
64. Camp leader
66. Laziness
67. And
68. Ages and ages
69. Anxious
70. Slender
71. Leg part

DOWN
1. Light bender
2. Stopwatch
3. Summits
4. Storage building
5. Liveliness
6. Spy org.
7. Poker opener
8. Very small
9. Help
10. Scorch
11. Abhor
12. Rework proofs
13. Disclaim
18. Go away
22. ____ pilot
25. Gall
27. Upper body

28. Showers
30. Expressed anger
31. Skip
32. Uproars
33. Uneasy
34. Surrealist painter Salvador ____
35. Baking place
36. Scottish loch
38. Flower part
42. Diminishes
44. Indecent
47. Detest
49. Beatle John ____
51. Regional
53. Beauty shop
54. Expiate
55. Concise
56. Final
57. Skilled
58. Benefit
59. Wheel tracks
60. Actor's desire
62. Nerd
65. UN member
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Popular actress Avika
Gor, who gained
fame with her debut

in the TV show "Balika
Vadhu" and has appeared
in shows like "Sasural
Simar Ka" and "Khatron
Ke Khiladi 9", is all set to
make her debut in the
world of OTT with a re-
gional language web se-
ries. The Telugu web se-
ries is a remake of the
Bengali series "Indu", and
Avika will be playing the
lead role of Indu.

Talking about her debut
in the digital space, Avika
expressed her excitement
and said, "This is my first
web series so I'm excited.
It's interesting and I
haven't done any web se-
ries. Hotstar is a good
medium to do it at a huge
level. It's a big enough plat-
form for me to go ahead
with this and this is one of
the reasons I chose. Also,
the production SVF is
good, extremely well
known for all the Bengali
content that they make.

The shoot will start in
May."

Avika also spoke about
the challenges of doing a
remake and said,
"Remakes are always very
difficult to pull off be-
cause people have already
seen the amazing work
and people have liked it.
So it's always difficult and
a challenge to pull off a re-
make, and this is specifi-
cally a thriller which
brings in a lot more per-
formance than usual com-
edy or romance. It is excit-
ing because I have
watched both the seasons
of the Bengali version of
it. Looking forward to
being a part of this as
Indu in Telugu and other
languages."

The actress is also set to
appear in Krishna Bhatt's
"1920: Horrors Of The
Heart". With her debut on
the OTT platform, Avika is
set to reach a wider audi-
ence and add a new feath-
er to her cap of achieve-
ments.

Avika Gor set to make
her OTT debut in a
Telugu web series

Sony Entertainment
Television’s ‘Hum
Rahe Na Rahe Hum’

showcases the journey of
Damayanti, the principled
traditionalist matriarch of
the royal Barot family
based in Ranakgadh and
Surilii, a vibrant and mod-
ern-thinking young girl.
Change tends to create fear
and the usual reactions are
to either fight, or flight - it
is this inherent human na-
ture of resistance to
change that the show fo-
cuses on. In the previous
episodes, viewers have wit-
nessed how Surilii and
Shivendra have crossed
paths and the latter gets at-
tracted to Surilii because
of her independent nature
and modern outlook to-
wards life. Meanwhile,
Damayanti Devi has decid-
ed that her eldest son
Shivendra must be mar-
ried to Swatilekha.

In a conversation with
Damayanti, Shivendra
highlights how she is in-
strumental in making life
decisions for her sons

without their say in it. He
tries to make her under-
stand that all her sons have
grown up and have the
right to choose their own
paths and follow their indi-
vidual dreams. But
Damayanti is a strong au-
thoritative personality, and
she reminds Shivendra
that despite being the eld-
est son of the Barots, she is
still the decision-maker in
the royal household.

Talking about her char-
acter Damayanti Devi,
Kitu Gidwani shares,
“Damayanti stands for
power and authority.
Every bit of her personal-
ity radiates how strong
she is and how deter-
mined her motives are to
uphold the values of her
royal lineage. Even
though all her sons have
grown up, she feels that
they are still her children,
and she has every right to
make life decisions on
their behalf. Right from
their careers to life part-
ners, she wants to be in-
volved at every step.

‘The variation in Damayanti’s
character makes it an exciting

role to play’

This Sunday, Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television's The

Kapil Sharma Show,
brings to you a special
episode that puts the
spotlight on the ‘star
makers’ of Bollywood.
Celebrating the vital
forces behind some of
the most celebrated ac-
tors, the host Kapil
Sharma will give grand
welcome to B-town’s
renowned make-up
artist, Mickey
Contractor, Hairstylist -
Hakim Aalim,
Photographer Dabboo
Ratnani, Choreographer
- Ganesh Acharya,
Fashion & costume de-
signer - Neeta Lulla, and
Action director - Allan
Amin. With such special
guests taking the centre
stage and sharing some
masaledar gupshups
about their work and
Bollywood, the episode
promises to be a laugh
riot you can’t miss!

In the midst of fun and
lively conversation, the
host, Kapil Sharma, will
be seen asking renowned
celebrity make-up artist
Mickey Contractor about

his entry into the film in-
dustry. A curious Kapil
will ask Mickey that,
"You used to work at a
Tokyo beauty parlor be-
fore entering the film in-
dustry. How did you find
your way into the film in-
dustry?" Making an inter-
esting revelation about
his life, Mickey will go on
to share, "As a child, my
Saturdays were spent
watching movies with my
nani. This sparked a deep
fascination with the

world of the film within
me. During those early
years, I used to watch
Helen ji on screen. I used
to admire her hairstyle,
wishing that I could style
anyone's hair in the same
way. However, societal
norms and expectations
dictated that men were
not supposed to do hair-
styling, and women were
expected to do makeup.
However, I decided to pur-
sue my passion and
learned hairdressing and

styling at a beauty parlor.
Fate intervened when
Helen Ji herself became
one of my customers, and
during one of our ses-
sions, while I was sham-
pooing her hair, she
asked me about my aspi-
rations."

To hear some more
masaledar revelations,
tune into The Kapil
Sharma Show this
Sunday at 9:30 p.m. only
on Sony Entertainment
Television!

Mickey reveals his inspiring
journey as a makeup artist 

In &TV shows Doosri
Maa, Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan and Bhabiji

Ghar Par Hai, characters
will land themselves into
tricky situations. About
&TV’s Doosri Maa track,
Krishna shares, “During
DNA tests, Varun
(Micckie Dudaaney) and
Kamini (Priety Sahay)
change Krishna's
(Aayudh Bhanushali)
blood samples. Yashoda
(Neha Joshi) uncovers
their plan. Varun black-
mails the doctor into al-
tering his results to de-
clare Krishna, his son.
Meanwhile, Dadaji (Sunil
Dutt) gets annoyed with
Malti (Anita Pradhan)
when she becomes emo-
tional about Krishna,

who is now in an orphan-
age”. About &TV’s Happu
Ki Ultan Paltan track,

Beni shares, “After an al-
tercation with Rajesh
(Kamna Pathak), Katori

Amma (Himani Shivpuri)
divides the house into
two. While Chamchi
(Zara Warsi) chooses to
support Amma, Hrithik
(Aryan Prajapati) and
Ranbir (Somya Azad) sup-
port Rajesh. Kate (Gazal
Sood) and Malaika (Sonal
Panwar) decide to remain
neutral. They encourage
Happu (Yogesh Tripathi)
to select a side. Still, at
Beni's (Vishwanath
Chaterjee) recommenda-
tion, he decides to live
with him”.

Watch Doosri Maa at
8:00 pm, Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan at 10:00 pm, and
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai at
10:30 pm, airing every
Monday to Friday only on
&TV!.

&TV characters will land 
themselves into tricky situations

Bollywood actress Sonam
Kapoor attended an IPL

match with Apple CEO Tim
Cook and her husband
Anand Ahuja, and she chose
to wear a saree to the event
because it is comfortable.
She posted a picture on
Instagram wearing a "sim-
ple linen saree" and "vin-
tage jewels." She captioned
the picture: "I find saris the
most comfortable to wear in
the Indian heat." The
actress also thanked her
designer friend Anavila
Misra for creating beautiful
and chic saris that scream
simplicity. Sonam Kapoor,
who is currently enjoying
motherhood with her son
Vayu, got married to Anand
Ahuja on May 8, 2018, after
dating for a few years. The
couple welcomed their son
Vayu on August 20, 2022.

Sonam Kapoor says
sarees most 

comfortable to
wear in Indian heat

Actress Kriti Sanon
is set to visit
Indore for an

event and is eagerly look-
ing forward to interact-
ing with her Indori fans
and indulging in some of
the city's popular delica-
cies. Kriti, who has previ-
ously visited the city to
promote her films, said, "I
remember being amazed
and impressed with how
clean and beautiful the
city is. Indore has set a
prime example for other
cities to follow when it
comes to waste manage-
ment and cleanliness."

Expressing her love for
the city's energy and
food, Kriti added, "Even
though I'll be there for a
few hours only, I'll sneak
in some time to have the
famous Poha, Ratlami

Sev, and Jalebis." The ac-
tress is excited to visit
Indore and interact with
her fans in a fun session.

On the work front,
Kriti has a busy year
ahead with multiple re-
leases lined up. She will
be seen in 'The Crew'
alongside Kareena
Kapoor Khan and Tabu.
She also has 'Adipurush'
slated to release in
August, an untitled proj-
ect opposite Shahid
Kapoor which is set to re-
lease in October, and
'Ganapath' alongside
Tiger Shroff, also up for
release in the same
month. With a jam-
packed schedule, Kriti is
making the most of her
visit to Indore to unwind
and enjoy some local deli-
cacies.

Kriti Sanon excited to relish
Indore delicacies ahead of

her visit for a fan event

Actor Rohit Suchanti, known
for his roles in TV shows

like 'Saath Nibhana Saathiya'
and 'Rishta Likhenge Hum
Naya', has recently purchased a
new house in Mumbai. In a
recent interview, Rohit revealed
that he is taking up the chal-
lenge of designing the interiors
of his dream home himself.
"The feeling of owning a house
is surreal and I am extremely
happy to finally accomplish this
dream. I am really looking for-
ward to designing my dream
house the way I've always
imagined it to be," he said.
Rohit also shared his vision for
his new home, "The main idea
behind designing my new
house is that I want everything
to be minimal and aesthetically
pleasing. However, along with
the designs, I am also looking
for beautiful custom-made fur-
niture for my house to give it a
complete look that will go
along with the theme of the
house. I don't know if I am a
good interior designer, so of
course I will be taking the help
of a professional to guide me
through it." The actor is cur-
rently playing the lead role in
the TV show 'Bhagya Lakshmi'
which airs on Zee TV.

Actor Rohit
Suchanti takes up
interior designing

for his new
Mumbai home
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Kolkata, Apr 22 (PTI):

On a downward spiral,
Kolkata Knight Riders
would be desperate to
press the reset button and
snap their three-match los-
ing streak, when they face
Chennai Super
Kings in the IPL
here on Sunday.

The Nitish Rana-led
side, which showed a lot of
promise with two wins
against Royal Challengers
Bangalore and Gujarat
Titans, suddenly seem to
have lost the plot. KKR
(four points in six match-
es) now find themselves in
eighth spot in the stand-
ings, with only Sunrisers
Hyderabad (4) and Delhi
Capitals (2) below them.

All their losses have
come against sides who
are struggling this season.
SRH had lost two and won
once before getting their
act together at Eden
Gardens, while their old
nemesis MI revived their
campaign against a misfir-
ing Delhi Capitals and
KKR.

The common thing in all
the three losses has been
the KKR batters' collective

failure, while the bowling
unit has performed better.
KKR had 67 dot balls as
they put up their worst
batting show of the season
to be all out for 127 against
DC in their last match.
Approaching the halfway
stage of the season, it's
time for KKR to go back to
the drawing board and ad-
dress the issues, instead of
just chopping and chang-
ing their XI.

Dhoni fever one last
time at Eden?

It will also be the biggest
test for KKR's skipper
Rana as emotions will
sway in favour of CSK tal-
isman MS Dhoni in what
could potentially be his
last appearance at the
iconic Eden Gardens.

A sea of yellow fans,
sporting the signature No.
7 Dhoni jersey, is likely to
flood the Eden Gardens on
Sunday evening. Such has
been the demand that tick-

ets for this marquee match
have been sold out in ad-
vance. And the ones avail-
able in the black market
are being sold at an ex-
tremely inflated price.

It has been a typical
CSK show by the four-time
champions as they are
ticking all the boxes after
starting off with a loss
against Gujarat Titans in
the season opener. The
sense of calmness and
clarity in the Dhoni-led
side's changing room is ev-
ident.

The opening duo of
Devon Conway and
Ruturaj Gaikwad have
found their chemistry and
put together 87 runs from
66 balls to set the tone in
their seven-wicket win
over SRH in the last
match. CSK's spin trio of
Moeen Ali, Ravindra
Jadeja and Maheesh
Theekshana are also look-
ing forward to bowl at the
Eden. But their X Factor is
Sri Lankan pace sensation
Matheesha Pathirana, the
20-year-old with a Lasith
Malinga-like sling-arm ac-
tion, as he takes on people
like Rinku Singh and
Russell.

KKR desperate to arrest slide
against heavyweights CSK

Match starts: 7.30pm IST.

Kolkata Knight Riders players during a training session.

Bengaluru, Apr 22 (PTI):

Table-toppers Rajasthan
Royals need more from
their fragile middle-order
as they look to return to
winning ways against an
inconsistent but dangerous
Royal Challengers
Bangalore in an IPL match
here on Sunday.

RR are currently leading
the standings with eight
points after four wins and
two losses, while RCB are at
the fifth spot with three vic-
tories and as many defeats.
But RR have plenty to pon-
der going by their perform-
ance in the last game
against Lucknow Super
Giants at home. Skipper
Sanju Samson and
Shimron Hetmyer have
scored runs but have not
been consistent enough,
and the team banks on
them to close out games. To
make matters worse,
Devdutt Padikkal and
Riyan Parag have failed to
live up to the expectations.

In the experienced Trent

Boult and Sandeep Sharma,
RR have good opening
bowlers and they will have
their task cut out against
Faf du Plessis and Virat
Kohli. In the spin depart-
ment, Ravichandran
Ashwin has impressed with
his guile and tricks but
Yuzvendra Chahal has been

a tad expensive, and needs
to lift his game. Just like
RR, RCB too boast of one of
IPL's most fearsome open-
ing pairs in du Plessis and
Kohli. The two are in form
this season, handing RCB
terrific starts.

Glenn Maxwell, too, has
shown his hitting prowess

in the tournament but has
not been consistent enough.
RCB would also be looking
up to the likes of veteran
Dinesh Karthik, Mahipal
Lomlor, Shahbaz Ahmed
and Suyash Prabhudessai
in the middle-order.

RCB's bowling attack is
in the safe hands of
Mohammed Siraj, who has
been in sensational form,
picking up 12 wickets from
six games, including a four
for 21 in their last match.

Siraj is being ably sup-
ported by Wayne Parnell
and Harshal Patel, who
have picked up eight wick-
ets apiece from four and six
games, respectively. But
both these bowlers have
been a tad expensive and
they would look to address
this concern in the coming
matches. RCB's spin depart-
ment is spearheaded by Sri
Lankan Wanindu
Hasaranga de Silva, who
looked impressive in his
three outings so far.

RR need contributions from
middle-order to tame RCB

Royal Challengers Bangalore captain Faf du Plessis
with batting coach Sanjay Bangar and Director of
Cricket Operations of RCB during a practice session.

Match starts at 3:30 PM

Antalya, Apr 22 (PTI):

Indian compound
archer Jyothi Surekha
Vennam displayed some
flawless shooting as she
grabbed individual and
mixed team gold medals in
the World Cup Stage 1 here
on Saturday.

Jyothi and her debutant
partner Ojas Deotale nar-
rowly missed a world
record when they tamed
Chinese Taipei 159-154 in
the compound mixed team
final to open India's ac-
count with a gold in the
morning session.

While Jyothi had all per-
fect 10s in her eight ar-
rows, the 20-year-old
Deotale missed the centre
once, in the final end when
he shot a 9. The Indian duo

missed the world record
score of 160/160 by just
one point. This was also
India's second ever World
Cup gold medal in the
mixed compound team
event. Jyothi and veteran
Abhishek Verma had
clinched their maiden gold
in World Cup 3 in Paris
last year. Returning in the
afternoon session, the 2021

World Championship sil-
ver medallist Jyothi
clinched her maiden indi-
vidual gold at the show-
piece with a one-sided 149-
146 win over Sara Lopez of
Colombia. The win
avenged Jyothi's Yankton
World Championship 2021
defeat when she lost to the
Colombian opponent in
the final 144-146.

Chennai, Apr 22 (PTI):

Chennai Super Kings
skipper Mahendra Singh
Dhoni has said he is in the
"last phase of his career",
reinforcing the wide-
spread belief that the talis-
man is making his final
appearance in the Indian
Premier League.

Dhoni's side gave the
home fans at the MA
Chidambaram Stadium
plenty to rejoice on Friday
night by defeating
Sunrisers Hyderabad by
seven wickets, with New
Zealand cricketer Devon
Conway scoring his third
half-century of this IPL
season and Ravindra
Jadeja claiming three cru-
cial wickets.

Chasing 135, CSK scored
the winning runs with
eight balls to spare with
Conway scoring an un-

beaten 57-ball 77 and shar-
ing an 87-run partnership
with Ruturaj Gaikwad (35)
for the opening wicket.

Overcome by the huge

roar and support of the
crowd when he came out
of the dugout after his
team won the match,
Dhoni said, "All said and
done, it's the last phase of
my career, however long I
play. "After two years, the
fans have had the opportu-
nity to come here and
watch, feels good to be
here. Crowd has given us a
lot of love and affection,"
said Dhoni after the
match.

CSK returned to their
base after a long gap that
was brought upon all
teams by the COVID-19
pandemic.

Dhoni was all praise for
young Sri Lankan pace
bowler Matheesha
Pathirana, who bowled
four superb overs and
grabbed two wickets, even
though he was a tad expen-
sive, conceding 42 runs.

Banja Luka, Apr 22 (AP):

Novak Djokovic lost to a
Serb countryman for the first
time in 11 years in the quar-
terfinals of the Srpska Open.
Dusan Lajovic won 6-4 7-6 (6)
to down a world No. 1-ranked
player for the first time on
Friday. "It is the biggest win of
my career," Lajovic said on
court.

"The emotions are very
mixed because I'm playing
here in front of the home
town and I'm also playing
against Nole, who is a good
friend and he's a hero of our
country. "Beating him, it's
something that I didn't even
think is going to be possible,
but it happened." Djokovic
converted only one of 16
break chances, and missed
three set points in the
tiebreaker.His previous loss

to a fellow Serb was in 2012 to
Janko Tipsarevic in Madrid.
"Dusan is a fantastic person,
great guy," Djokovic said.
"Someone I've known for a
very long time, since he start-
ed playing professional ten-
nis. So many times on the
Davis Cup team together,
trained together. I'm happy
for him, to be honest. He de-
served to win today."
Following his third loss of the
year, Djokovic moves on to
the Madrid Open next week.

Jyothi bags individual, mixed team
gold medals in compound section

Jyothi Surekha Vennam and Ojas Deotale at the World Cup Archery
Stage 1 compound mixed team gold event in Antalya on Saturday.

Djokovic loses to fellow Serb
for first time in 11 years

Dusan Lajovic

It’s the last phase of my career: MS Dhoni

New Delhi, Apr 22 (PTI):
Tokyo Olympic bronze medal-
list hockey midfielder Sumit

on Saturday said winning
gold at this year's Hangzhou
Asian Games remains their
top priority as it will hand

them a direct ticket to 2024
Paris Olympics.
"We want to win a gold medal
at the Hangzhou Asian Games
2023, which will ensure our
direct qualification for the
Paris 2024 Olympics," said
Sumit, who played a key role
in India winning a historic
bronze medal in Tokyo.

The midfielder feels the
upcoming matches of the
FIH Pro League in Europe
will serve as a perfect plat-
form for them to prepare
for important tournaments
lined up, including the
Asian Champions Trophy, to
be held in Chennai from
August 3 to 12.

Our immediate priority is to
win Asiad gold and qualify

for Olympics: Sumit

Lucknow, Apr 22 (PTI):

Skipper KL Rahul managed to
snatch defeat from jaws of victory
with a baffling batting approach as
defending champions Gujarat
Titans beat Lucknow Super Giants
by seven runs in a low-scoring IPL
thriller, here on Saturday.

Chasing target of 136 on a sluggish
pitch, LSG were cruising along at 105
for 1 after 14 overs with 31 needed off
36 deliveries but ended at 128 for 7 at
the end of 20 overs.

Veteran Mohit Sharma (2/17 in 3
overs) required to defend only 12 off
the final over and he removed rival
captain Rahul (68 off 61 balls) and
kept hitting the blockhole length to
conceded only five runs in the end
with another three wickets lost in
the process.

But the entire blame falls on the
captain, who got 50 off 33 balls and
then consumed another 28 deliveries
for his 18. There were two 50 plus
stands with Kyle Mayers (24 off 19
balls) and Krunal Pandya (23 off 23
balls) but in the end even the biggest
Titans fans would agree that 136 was
difficult to defend.

Left-arm wrist spinner Noor
Ahmad bowled two brilliant overs to
return with figures of 4-0-18-2, while
Mohammed Shami's international
experience saw him concede just 5 in
the penultimate over, leaving Mohit

with a tricky assignment which he
completed with elan. LSG lost the
game in the last five overs with Noor

triggering the turnaround keeping
Rahul in check. With the win, GT
reached the fourth spot with 8 points
in the IPL standing, while LSG re-
mained at the second spot with same
points but with better net run-rate.

Earlier, with the pitch being a tad
slow, spinner Krunal Pandya
emerged Lucknow's best bowler as
he snapped two wickets, giving away
just 16 runs after coming to bowl in
the second over.

With pacer Naveen-ul-Haq (1/19)
and Marcus Stoinis (2/20) also doing
their job, Lucknow restricted
Gujarat to 135 for six.

Infact, it could have been far worse
but Ravi Bishnoi had a forgettable
outing, bleeding 49 in his quota of
four overs. It was the 19 runs conced-
ed by the spinner in the 18th over
that lifted GT in the end.

When GT batted, Wriddhiman
Saha made 47 off 37 balls to lay the
foundation but Hardik couldn't get
going although he somewhat made
up for the slow batting with some big
hits in the end.

Noor, Mohit lead the
way as Titans defend 135

GGuujjaarraatt  TTiittaannss:: 135 for 6 in 20 overs
(Hardik Pandya 66, Wriddhiman Saha
47; Krunal Pandya 2/16).
LLuucckknnooww  SSuuppeerr  GGiiaannttss:: 128 for 7 in 20
overs (KL Rahul 68, Kyle Mayer 24;
Rashid Khan 1/33, Mohit Sharma 2/17).

Brief Scores

Gujarat Titans' players celebrate after 
winning the IPL match against Lucknow
Super Giants at the Ekana Cricket Stadium
in Lucknow on April 22.
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Srinagar, Apr 22 (PTI): 

Eid-ul-Fitr was celebrat-
ed across Kashmir on
Saturday with traditional
fervour and gaiety as the
largest congregation of
devotees was witnessed at
the Hazratbal shrine on
the banks of the Dal lake.

However, authorities did
not allow Eid prayers at
the historic Jamia Masjid
in the old city, a day after
allowing Friday congrega-
tional prayers.

Hopes of Eid prayers
being offered at the 14th-
century mosque in the
city’s Nowhatta area were
raised after authorities al-
lowed the Shab-e-Qadr and
Jumatul Vida prayers.

However, officials direct-
ed the Jamia Masjid man-
agement to conduct the
Eid prayers at 7.30 am in-
stead of 9 am.

The Anjuman Auqaf
Jamia Masjid said the
prayers could not be held
at 7.30 am as people had to
come from far-flung areas
in accordance with the
schedule announced earli-
er. The Eid celebrations
went on smoothly else-
where with men, women
and children, dressed in
their best, making a bee-

line to mosques, eidgahs
and shrines to offer
prayers.

The largest congrega-
tional prayers were held at
the Hazratbal shrine
where former Jammu and
Kashmir chief minister
Farooq Abdullah was
among the notable persons
to offer prayers.

Large congregations for

Eid prayers were also re-
ported from other district
headquarters and towns of
the valley.

Eid celebrated in Kashmir
with traditional fervour

Muslims offer Eid-ul-Fitr prayers at Eidgah ground to mark
the end of the holy fasting month of Ramadan, in Jammu,
Saturday.

No Eid prayers at
Jamia Masjid

Eid-ul-Fitr celebrated
with warmth in Kerala
TT hh ii rr uu vv aa nn aa nn tt hh aa pp uu rr aa mm ::
Marking the culmination of
the one month-long fasting,
Muslims in Kerala on
Saturday celebrated Eid-ul-
Fitr with religious fervour
and festivities.

Cutting across age and
economic barriers, hun-
dreds of faithfuls thronged
mosques and specially
arranged Eidgahs across
the southern state in the
morning to offer prayers.

During the sermons at
the mosques, religious
leaders urged devotees to
uphold values of compas-
sion, fraternity and social
harmony and live a life
adhering to the values of
Islam. 

HOLY DIP

People take a bath in the River Ganga during the Ganga Pushkaralu Kumbh, in Varanasi, Saturday. 

Mumbai, Apr 22:
Maharashtra Governor
Ramesh Bais inaugurated
the Centenary
Celebrations of the
Mumbai Branch of
Ramakrishna Math and
Ramakrishna Mission at a
programme held at Rang
Sharda Auditorium in
Mumbai on Friday (21
April). The Mumbai
Centre was established in
1923. Congratulating the
Mumbai Branch of
Ramakrishna Mission for
its century of service to
humanity through its
Hospital at Khar and the
Rural Health and Welfare
Centre at Sakwar in
Palghar district, the
Governor called upon the

universities in the State to
work in close collabora-
tion with the
Ramakrishna Mission to
shape the character of
youths.

Stating that
Vivekananda gave prima-
cy to feeding the hungry,
the Governor expressed
the need for providing
skill development to the
youthful population of the
nation. Vice President of
Ramakrishna Mission

Belur Math Swami
Gautamananda, General
Secretary Suvirananda,
President of Ramakrishna
Mission Mumbai
Satyadevananda, Head of
Narendrapur Centre
Sarvalokananda, Member
of Managing Committee
of Ramakrishna Mission
Rakesh Puri and monks
from various
Ramakrishna Missions
from India and abroad
were present.

Maha Guv launches Centenary Celebrations 
Of Mumbai Branch of
Ramakrishna Mission

New Delhi, Apr 22 (PTI): 

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi vacated his offi-
cial bungalow in Lutyens’
Delhi on Saturday and
shifted to his mother
Sonia Gandhi’s residence,
weeks after losing his Lok
Sabha membership fol-
lowing his conviction in a
defamation case.

The Congress said the
government may “evict”
Gandhi from a house but
he occupies a place in the
hearts and homes of
crores of Indians.

The party also launched
a “MeraGharAapkaGhar”
campaign on social media

with party leaders offer-
ing their homes to
Gandhi.

Saturday morning,
Gandhi moved out all his
belongings from his 12,
Tughlaq Lane residence
where he had been staying

for almost two decades.
Gandhi, his mother

Sonia Gandhi and sister
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
visited the bungalow in
the morning. He handed
over keys of the vacated
house to officials of the

Central Public Works
Department (CPWD),
sources said.

He shifted to his mother
Sonia Gandhi’s 10,
Janpath residence.

The Lok Sabha
Secretariat had issued a
notice to him to vacate the
bungalow by April 22, fol-
lowing his disqualifica-
tion from Lok Sabha.

Rahul Gandhi vacates official bungalow

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi after handing over the key
of 12, Tughlak Lane bungalow to a CPWD official as he 
vacates the bungalow after his disqualification as a Lok
Sabha MP, in New Delhi, Saturday.

Cong says he resides
in people’s hearts,
homes

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Saturday said he
was paying the price for
speaking the truth and vowed
to continue to raise people’s
issues as he vacated his offi-
cial bungalow in Lutyens’
Delhi and shifted to his moth-
er Sonia Gandhi’s residence.

“I have paid the price for
speaking the truth, I am
ready to pay any price,” he
said, adding he would contin-
ue to raise issues of price rise
and corruption with double
the force.

Talking to reporters while
leaving the bungalow, he
said, “I have no problem even
if it has been snatched away
from me. This house was
given to me by the people of
India. I will stay with the for-
mer Congress president
(Sonia Gandhi) at 10, Janpath
for some time and then find
some other way.”

Asked that he could have
requested for more time to
vacate the bungalow, Gandhi
said, “I do not want to stay in
this house.”

‘Paying the price for speaking truth’

New Delhi, Apr 22 (PTI): 

Hearing a case related to
the 2020 northeast Delhi
riots, a court here has direct-
ed the deputy commissioner
of police (DCP) concerned to
“take immediate remedial
action” regarding an unveri-
fied, incriminating video
against an accused.
Additional Sessions Judge
Amitabh Rawat was hearing
the matter fixed for orders on
the point of charge against
four people — Rahul Kumar,
Suraj, Yogender Singh and
Naresh — who have been ac-
cused of being a part of a ri-
otous mob that committed
arson in a place of worship
and some shops on its
ground floor on February 25,
2020.

The judge took note of the
fact that there was a public
witness who had identified
Kumar, while there was
CCTV footage regarding
Suraj and Yogender. Besides,
there was a video against
Naresh, who has been ac-
cused of committing arson

and raising a flag atop the
place of worship.

“However, when the video
was sent to the Central
Forensic Science Laboratory
(CFSL), the report was re-
ceived stating that the DVD
was found inaccessible in the
video analyst’s system and
hence, no examination was
carried out. The FSL report
was filed by way of a sup-
plementary chargesheet,”
the judge said in an order
passed last week.

The judge said there was
no other witness to identify
accused Naresh and it was
“inexplicable” how the in-
criminating video, after
being sent to the CFSL, was
found inaccessible. “If it
was so, the investigating of-
ficer (IO) or the station
house officer (SHO) or the

assistant commissioner of
police (ACP) should have
again sent the correct and ac-
cessible video to the FSL for
their opinion and filed the
same but instead, the IO has
filed the supplementary
chargesheet, along with the
FSL report of the inaccessi-
ble video,” the judge said.

2020 DELHI RIOTS

Sanjana Goyal

I n 2015, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had a

unique suggestion for the
listeners of ‘Mann ki
Baat’- “I thought that we
call or know people as
handicapped since they
are lacking in some ways
in terms of their body
structure or whose or-
gans do not function
properly. However, when
we interact with them,
we realize that…God has
bestowed upon them
some different power
which we cannot see with
our eyes, but it is only
when we see them work-
ing that we realise their
talent. So, I thought why
not use the term
‘Divyang’ instead of
‘viklang’ in our country.”

This was the start of a
revolutionary approach
towards inclusivity and
accessibility in the field
disability and I can confi-
dently say that this is the
power of this medium,
which the Prime
Minister has realised and
internalised.

With over 3 decades of
my association with this
sector and being on the

wheel chair myself, I
have observed that the
nation faces certain
pressing challenges when
it comes to Divyangjans.
The three most crucial
ones are unproductivity,
education and accessibil-
ity. However, in the past
decade, a paradigm shift
has been seen in the
country under the vision-
ary leadership of our
Prime Minister. With the
vision of ‘Sabka Saath,
Sabka Vikas’, the launch
of the Accessible India
Campaign, on December
3, 2015, was a necessary
step taken in the direc-
tion to provide equal op-
portunity to persons with
disabilities to participate
in all aspects of life and
live independently.

But along with this
Government policy, it
was equally necessary to
initiate a change in the
narrative around such
people or as I like to call
it, “Mass Advocacy for
Behaviour Change”.
Today after seven years
of that radio address, the
change in the attitude of
people towards persons
with disabilities is quite
apparent in the society.
‘Mann ki Baat’ connects
our Prime Minister di-
rectly with the masses
where he speaks exten-
sively about the cause
and this generates ener-
gy for individuals and or-
ganizations to work more
in their respective areas.
It has helped change pub-
lic perception about per-
sons with disabilities

across sectors, be it
media, education or
sports, for which several
Paralymians have even

thanked the Prime
Minister.

From inviting ideas for
innovation that may as-
sist the divyangjan to in-
creasing awareness re-
garding the existing ini-
tiatives and policies for
them, the Prime Minister
frequently utilises the
platform of ‘Mann ki
Baat’ to not let the light
go out on this important
subject. Even the small-
est of the innovative and
inspiring initiatives
being taken in the coun-
try are brought to the
fore by him in his radio
address. Take the exam-
ple Muscular Dystrophy,
an inherited disorder
that causes progressive
loss of muscle mass,
which was highlighted in
the 95th episode of Mann
Ki Baat aired on 27th
November 2022, where
the Prime Minister
talked about our insti-
tute Indian Association
of Muscular Dystrophy
that worked wonders in
spreading awareness
around the disease.
Although there is a long
long way to go, the re-

newed interest in the
lives and rights of per-
sons with disabilities is
what will take us to
newer heights of success.

As this transformative
‘Mann Ki Baat’ pro-
gramme is reaching an
important milestone of
100 episodes on 30th
April 2023. I am hopeful
that this platform will be
an important medium to
realize the vision of an
inclusive India, even in
times to come. Some of
the important subjects
that require more aware-
ness are ‘Universal
Design’ to increase acces-
sibility for divyangjans,
the approach of
‘ R e a s o n a b l e
Accommodation’ to cre-
ate a level playing field
for divyangjans in the
workplace, and promot-
ing a substantial market
opportunity for potential
startups and innovators
to enter the Assistive
Touch (AT) sector with
its demand on the rise.

India's presidency in
the G20 with the theme
"One Earth - One Family
- One Future" presents an
opportunity to prioritize
the inclusion of individ-
uals with disabilities in
discussions surrounding
growth and development.
This would position
India as a global leader in
promoting inclusivity
and accessibility - a noble
goal to aim for as India
approaches its centenary.
To this end, it is suggest-
ed that a year-long cam-
paign be implemented
wherein the 11th of
every month is designat-
ed as a "Special Day for

Disability." This day
would be an occasion to
commemorate, celebrate,
and support persons
with disabilities by offer-
ing jobs, sharing stories
of courage and initia-
tives, and no better plat-
form than ‘Mann Ki
Baat’ to initiate this idea.
The choice of 11 as the
symbolic date signifies
the concept that small ef-
forts when combined can
yield significant out-
comes. Thus, every con-
tribution towards pro-
moting disability rights
and inclusion is valuable
and should be acknowl-
edged.

I am looking forward
to the upcoming 100th
episode of ‘Mann Ki
Baat’ and to hear our
Prime Minister’s words
of wisdom on various is-
sues of national impor-
tance. I am confident that
the steps taken by the
Government, that are in-
stilling the ‘Can Do’ atti-
tude in all of us, will con-
tinue to be talked about
and featured in and
through ‘Mann Ki Baat’
so that the whole country
can be filled with enthu-
siasm for building an in-
clusive India, fulfilling
the ‘Panch Pran’ given by
the Prime Minister, as we
walk into the ‘Amrit
Kaal’.

Author’s note: With in-
puts from National
Centre for Promotion of
Employment for
Disabled People.

(Writer is President
at Indian Association
of Muscular
Dystrophy . Views are
personal)

Shaping India’s Journey towards
Inclusivity and Accessibility

The Power of 'Mann Ki Baat’ 

Court directs DCP to take 
‘immediate remedial action’

Regarding incriminating
but unverified video
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