
IED blast 
KKaannkkeerr:: Two personnel of
the Border Security Force
(BSF) were injured on
Tuesday morning when a
pressure improvised
explosive device (IED)
planted by Naxalites went
off in  Kanker district,
police said. The incident
occurred near the BSF
camp at Chilparas, around
120 km from Kanker,
under Koyalibeda police
station limits when a
team of BSF was out on a
road security operation, a
senior official said. 

Lifer
AAlliibbaagg:: A court in
Maharashtra's Raigad dis-
trict sentenced a man to
life imprisonment for
killing his 70-year-old
mother in a dispute over
money. District sessions
judge S N Kole held the
accused Madhukar
Chandrakant Sakpal guilty
of charges under sections
302 (murder), 323 (volun-
tarily causing hurt) and
other relevant provisions
of the Indian Penal Code
and sentenced him to life
imprisonment.

CBI probe 
KKoollkkaattaa:: The Calcutta
High Court on Tuesday
ordered the CBI to probe
the alleged attack on
Union Minister of State
for Home Nisith
Pramanik's convoy during
a visit to his constituency
in West Bengal's Cooch
Behar district last month.
Leader of the Opposition
in the West Bengal
Assembly, Suvendu
Adhikari , had filed a PIL
seeking a CBI probe into
the attack alleging a con-
spiracy to "cause bodily
harm" to Pramanik, a BJP
MP, during his visit to
Dinhata on February 25.

Suicide
MMuummbbaaii:: A woman who had
consumed poison outside
Mantralaya, the headquar-
ters of the Maharashtra
government here, died in
hospital on Tuesday, police
said. The condition of
another woman who too
had consumed poison along
with her was serious, said
an official.

ED raids
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The
Enforcement Directorate
on Tuesday said it has
frozen Rs 3.05 crore worth
bank funds after it raided a
fintech company and its
promoters who allegedly
indulged in illegal online
betting and gaming. The
raids were carried out on
Monday as part of a money
laundering investigation
against a person identified
as Rakesh R Rajdev and an
online portal
"http://www.wolf777.com"
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi
being felicitated by BJP National
President J.P. Nadda during the
BJP Parliamentary Party meet-

ing, in New Delhi, Tuesday.
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Raipur/New Delhi, Mar 28 (PTI): 

The Enforcement
Directorate on Tuesday
conducted fresh searches
against a senior IPS officer
and some individuals with
political links in
Chhattisgarh and Andhra
Pradesh as part of its on-
going money laundering
investigation into an ille-
gal coal levy case, official
sources said.

The investigation re-
lates to "a massive scam in
which illegal levy of Rs 25
was being extorted for
every tonne of coal trans-
ported in Chhattisgarh by
a cartel involving senior bureaucrats, business- men, politicians and mid-

dlemen", the agency has
said. The ED has claimed
at least Rs 540 crore was
"extorted" over the last
two years. About two
dozen premises related
to those allegedly linked
to Chhattisgarh Pradesh
Congress Committee
Treasurer Ramgopal
Agrawal and arrested
coal businessman Sunil
Agarwal, an officer from
DPR, besides a few oth-
ers in Raipur, Bhilai and
Mahasamund in the
state and in
Vishakhapatnam in
Andhra Pradesh were
searched, the official
sources said. Lucknow, Mar 28 (PTI): 

The Congress will reach
out to people on the
Centre's silence on the
Adani issue and Rahul
Gandhi's disqualification
from the Lok Sabha,
Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
said on Tuesday.

Addressing a press con-
ference here, the Congress
leader alleged that Gandhi
was disqualified for de-
manding a probe into the
Adani issue.

"The question is not of
Rahul (Gandhi) but of the
country," he said.

Gandhi was disqualified
as a Lok Sabha member on
March 24, a day after he
was sentenced to two
years in jail by a Surat
court in a 2019 criminal

defamation case. Baghel
said, "What is (Gautam)
Adani's relation with
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi? Why is the money
invested by the Life
Insurance Corporation of
India (LIC) and the State
Bank of India (SBI) in
Adani's companies and the

losses incurred in those
not being investigated?

"Why is the SEBI
(Securities and Exchange
Board of India) and the
ED (Enforcement
Directorate) not probing
into this? When will Adani
be called for questioning?"

Baghel was referring to
allegations of fraudulent
transactions and share-
price manipulation
against the Adani Group
by US-based Hindenburg
Research. The Adani
Group has denied the alle-
gations. Baghel said, "Why
do those associated with
the BJP get hurt when peo-
ple talk about Adani? The
BJP is not answering any
question. On whose direc-
tions were funds of LIC
and SBI being invested in
Adani's companies?"

Prayagraj (UP), Mar 28 (PTI):

An MP-MLA court here
on Tuesday held gangster-
politician Atiq Ahmad and
two others guilty in the
2006 Umesh Pal kidnap-
ping case, and sentenced
them to rigorous life im-
prisonment.

Ahmad's brother Khalid
Azim alias Ashraf and six
others have been acquitted
in the case.

This is Ahmad's first
conviction in over 100

cases registered against
him over the years.

Government counsel
Gulab Chandra Agrahari
said special MP-MLA
court judge Dinesh

Chandra Shukla held
Ahmad, Saulat Hanif, a
lawyer, and Dinesh Pasi
guilty under Indian Penal
Code section 364-A (kid-
napping or abduction in
order to murder).

"The court has awarded
the three rigorous life im-
prisonment and Rs 1 lakh
fine to each," Agrahari
said, adding that the
amount will be given to
the family of Umesh Pal,
who was gunned down last
month. The two brothers
are also accused in the
murder case. After under-

going court formalities,
Atiq Ahmad and others
were taken back to Naini
jail in separate police
vans. In a reply to queries
by mediapersons, Ahmad
said from inside the police
van, "I have respect for the
court...this is wrong pun-
ishment (saja galat hui
hai)... I will move the High
Court against it."

Earlier, when Ahmad
and Ashraf were produced
in the court, a number of
lawyers raised slogans of
"phansi do" (give them cap-
ital punishment).

Surajpur, Mar 28 (PTI): 

The tigress that had
killed two men and in-
jured another in a village
in Chhattisgarh's
Surajpur district was cap-
tured on Tuesday after a
five-hour operation involv-
ing trained Kumki ele-
phants, forest officials
said.

The feline, which bore
injuries on her body, was
tranquillized by forest de-
partment personnel while
maintaining precautions
and rescued at around 10
am, the state's Principal
Chief Conservator of
Forest (Wildlife and
B i o d i v e r s i t y
Conservation) Sudhir
Kumar Agrawal told PTI.

Kumki elephants are
trained to capture and
tame wild elephants.

On Monday, two vil-
lagers were killed and an-
other injured after they
were attacked by the ti-
gress near Kalamanjan
village in Odgi develop-
ment block, leading to
protests by locals demand-
ing immediate capture of
the big cat. A team of for-
est personnel, including
veterinarians, launched a

rescue operation early
Tuesday morning while
complying with the
Standard Operating
Procedures (SOPs) laid by
National Tiger
Conservation Authority
(NTCA), Agrawal said,
adding that Kumki ele-
phants were also roped in
the task. "The female tiger,
aged around 6 years, was
later rescued and kept in a
big cage. Veterinarians ad-
ministered preliminary
treatment to the animal as
it has injuries on its fore-
head. The tigress will be
shifted to Jungle Safari
zoo in the state capital
Raipur," he added.

According to forest offi-
cials, the tigress sustained
injuries on her forehead
after one of the three vil-
lagers attacked her with
an axe while trying to save
himself on Monday.

Chandigarh, Mar 28 (PTI):

A new video of Amritpal
Singh with his key aide
Papalpreet Singh surfaced
on social media on Tuesday,
showing the pro-Khalistan
preacher without a turban
and wearing a mask.

The undated CCTV
footage, said to be from a
market in Delhi, showed the
fugitive walking down a
street wearing dark glasses.
Behind him, Papalpreet
Singh could be seen walk-
ing with a bag. There is no
official word from Punjab
Police on the fresh footage.

The video has emerged a
day after a picture of
Amritpal Singh and
Papalpreet Singh widely cir-
culated on social media.
That image showed both
these men looking relaxed
and Amritpal Singh holding
a beverage can. Papalpreet
Singh is said to be Amritpal
Singh's mentor. He was al-
legedly in contact with
Pakistan's spy agency ISI.

Chennai, Mar 28 (PTI): 

In a watershed event for
the AIADMK, the party on
Tuesday elevated Edappadi
K Palaniswami (EPS) as its
supreme leader, the gener-
al secretary, moments after
deposed leader O
Panneerselvam (OPS) lost
one more legal battle
against his expulsion from
the party.

While the Madras High
Court rejected pleas of
Panneerselvam and his
aides against their expul-
sion from AIADMK, 68-
year old Palaniswami for
the first time became the
general secretary after the
post's revival last year.
Before his elevation, EPS
was the interim general
secretary.

Party founder-leader M
G Ramachandran (MGR),

former party supremo J
Jayalalithaa, Navalar VR
Nedunchezhiyan, P U
Shanmugam and S
Raghavanandam were the
only other leaders who had
held that top post in the
AIADMK, which was
founded in 1972.

On being elevated,
cadres gave Palaniswami a
rousing welcome and made
him wear a dark glass and
bright white cap just like
MGR and he happily waved
at cadres, seen as a gesture
of bringing the party
under his full control, very
much like his iconic pre-
decssors, MGR and
Jayalalithaa. He swung
into action immediately
and announced a new
membership drive.

Palaniswami assuming
the top position though has
brought down the curtain
on the leadership issue, the
battle is set to continue in
courts as OPS camp is de-
termined to take forward
its legal struggle.

New Delhi, Mar 28 (PTI):
The government on Tuesday
extended the deadline for
linking PAN with Aadhaar by
three months to June 30 to
enable people comply with
the mandatory income tax
provisions.
The deadline for linking PAN
with Aadhaar was ending on
March 31. As per the income
tax department, failure to link
the two unique identities will
lead to the unlinked PAN
becoming inoperative.

COAL LEVY CASE

ED conducts fresh searches
against businessmen, politicians

Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel slammed the action and accused the
ED of taking action at the behest of BJP leaders. "The ED has once
again conducted raids in Chhattisgarh. No section is left which has
not been raided be it industrialists, traders, transporters, MLA, offi-
cers or farmers. Raids are never conducted in Madhya Pradesh,
Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Gujarat and Karnataka (all ruled by the
BJP). It seems that the ED does not have offices there," Baghel said.
He alleged that "all action is being carried out at the behest of state
and Central BJP leaders (in Chhattisgarh)."

The ED investigation relates to "a massive scam in which an ille-
gal levy of Rs 25 was being extorted for every tonne of coal trans-
ported in Chhattisgarh by a cartel involving senior bureaucrats,
businessmen, politicians and middlemen," the agency had said
earlier. As per the ED, at least Rs 540 crore were extorted over the
last two years.

‘Action at the behest of BJP leaders’

About ED summons

UMESH PAL KIDNAPPING CASE

Atiq Ahmad gets lifer
Along with two others

‘Rahul disqualified from LS for
demanding probe into Adani issue’

Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel
addresses a press conference at

party office, in Lucknow, Tuesday. 

Tigress that killed 2 men
in Surajpur captured

After five-hour
operation

Palaniswami takes full
control of AIADMK

Panneerselvam
loses one more
legal battle

Deadline for 
linking PAN with

Aadhaar extended
Till June 30

Amritpal seen 
without turban in

fresh CCTV footage
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Bhilai, Mar 28: 

Risali Mayor Shashi
Sinha presented a budget
of Rs 120 crore 41 lakh 16
thousand for the FY 2023-
24 on Wednesday. The
budget estimates Revenue
Income of Rs 4621.66 Lakh
and Capital Income of Rs
4637.19 Lakh while the
Revenue Expenditure will
be around Rs 4637.19 Lakh
and Capital Expenditure
will be Rs 4637.19 Lakh.

She reached the audito-
rium located at the
Municipal Corporation
main office at exactly 12
o’clock. Mayor presented
the budget speech and de-
tailed the provisions in
about 20 minutes.
Thereafter, Speaker
Keshav Banchor an-
nounced to pass the budg-
et resolution by a voice
vote. However, the opposi-
tion Corporators contin-
ued to create ruckus in the
house till the conclusion of
the meeting. They had an-
nounced not to participate
in the discussion.

As soon as Mayor
Shashi Sinha tabled the
second budget of the
Risali Municipal
Corporation, the
Corporators of the ruling

party got it passed by voice
vote. During the address,
the Congress Corporators
continued to support the
budget. However, before
the Mayor’s speech, the op-
position created a ruckus.
As soon as the opposition
members sat on the
ground in front of the
Speaker’s dais, Mayor
Shashi started reading the
budget speech.
Immediately after the con-
clusion of the budget
speech, the resolution was
passed by a voice vote. The
Speaker then adjourned
the meeting. Home
Minister Tamradhwaj
Sahu’s Representative
Jitendra Sahu and Durg
MP’s representative

Deepak Chandrakar were
present. MiC members
Chandrabhan Singh
Thakur, Govind
Chaturvedi, Anup Dey,
Sanir Sahu,
Chandraprakash Singh
Nigam, Sonia Dewangan,
Ishwari Sahu,
Parmeshwar Kumar and
Corporators and
Aldermen were also pres-
ent.

Mayor Shashi expressed
her gratitude to Regional
MLA and Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu and
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel in the budget
speech. She said that the
Chief Minister has pro-
vided Rs 150 crores to
Risali Corporation for de-

velopment. The Mayor
made provisions for the
construction of roads,
drains, Anganwadi build-
ings and box culverts for
drainage of water from
water-logged areas. The
residents of labour-domi-
nated areas will get a 50%
discount for depositing
lump sum tax of 15-16
years. The Mayor said that
keeping in view the basic
needs of every ward; it is
the priority of the local
government to make all-
round development be-
yond party lines.

A provision of Rs 1000
lakh has been made for
purchase of various vehi-
cles like DI Max, mobile
toilet, cow catcher. Rs 100

lakhs for resources in the
Public Health Department
like cycle rickshaws, tip-
pers and other resources;
Rs 100 lakh for security,
badminton court: CC road
at the main gate and TV at
Atmanand Schooland
Government Schools in
Risali, Puraina and
Newai; Rs 200 lakh for
Maroda Sector Football
Ground: Rs 150 lakh for
street lighting; Rs 250
lakhs for gardens and
pathway construction; Rs
257 lakhs for dustbins and
twin bins; Rs 50 lakh for
installation of CCTV cam-
eras in markets; Rs 200
lakhs to save water
through water harvesting;
Rs 600 lakh for road repair
and construction; Rs 200
lakhs for beautifying the
ponds; Rs 100 lakhs for
construction of communi-
ty hall; Rs 50 lakh for con-
struction of state-of-the-
art toilets in the main
market; Rs 100 lakh for ex-
pansion of office building;
Rs 200 lakh for football
ground in Ward 8; Rs 600
lakhs for widening of
drain and construction of
culvert; Rs 100 lakhs have
been provisioned for beau-
tification and vertical gar-
den.

Shashi presents Rs120.41cr
budget for Risali 

Four water tankers will be purchased from the Mayor’s fund

Bhilai, Mar 28: Under
the Mahatma Gandhi
Rural Employment
Guarantee Scheme
(MGNREGA), the wage
rate for rural laborers
has been fixed at Rs 221
by the Ministry of Rural
D e v e l o p m e n t ,
Government of India. It
will be applicable for the
works conducted under
the Mahatma Gandhi
Rural Employment
Guarantee Scheme with
effect from April 1. The
laborers employed in
MGNREGA will now get
wage at the rate of Rs 221.
This amount will be de-
posited directly in the
bank account of laborers
on the basis of Aadhaar
based enabled system, on
linking Aadhaar card
with bank account. MGN-
REGA workers will get
Rs 221 per working day
from April 1. The Union

Ministry of Rural
Development has issued a
notification on March 24
increasing the wage rates
under the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee
Scheme.
From April 1, the amount
of MGNREGA wages will
be directly deposited in
the account on linking
the Aadhaar card with
the bank. The laborers
will be able to withdraw
their wages from the cus-
tomer service center and

bank from any corner of
the country. Under the
guidance of Chief
Executive Officer
Ashwani Dewangan, the
work of Aadhaar verifi-
cation of MGNREGA job
card holder families is
being done in the banks,
so that the MGNREGA la-
borers will be able to get
their increased amount.
For more information,
the beneficiaries can con-
tact the office of the Chief
Executive Officer of the
District Panchayat.

MGNREGA wage hiked;
workers to get Rs 221 daily 

Bhilai, Mar 28: 

The policy has been in-
troduced regarding the
land to be given to entre-
preneurs willing to start
up in RIPA. First of all,
land will be given to in-
terested entrepreneurs
on lease for a maximum
period of 30 years. Unit
establishment will have
to be done within one
year of the registry. For
units to be set up in
RIPA, provisions of
stamp duty exemption,
interest subsidy, fixed
capital investment sub-
sidy etc will be applicable
for economic investment
promotion as per the in-
dustrial policy. Collector
Pushpendra Kumar
Meena reviewed the im-
plementation of RIPA
and other schemes dur-
ing a meeting held on
Tuesday. He said that it is
a good opportunity for
aspiring startup entre-
preneurs. Counselling of
such entrepreneurs
would be done to prepare
them for venture in
RIPA. Bhilai Municipal
C o r p o r a t i o n

Commissioner Rohit
Vyas, District Panchayat
CEO Ashwini Dewangan,
Assistant Collector
Laxman Tiwari and
other officers were pres-
ent.

A Call Center is being
set up in the Collectorate
premises. The infrastruc-
ture work has been com-
pleted and work will start
soon. People will be able
to register complaints on
the call center number.

They can also get infor-
mation about the status
of redressal of the com-
plaints and will be able to
get information regard-
ing the action taken on
the applications submit-
ted in Jandarshan.
Divyang youth will work
in the call center. People
will also be able to get in-
formation regarding gov-
ernment schemes
through the call center.
Feedback of citizens on

various campaigns will
also be taken by the ad-
ministration through the
call center so that they
can know the status of
ground implementation
of government schemes.
The nodal officer of the
call center will be the
Deputy Collector.

Online application
form has been invited for
the unemployment al-
lowance scheme from
April 1. For this purpose,
a cluster of 5 to 6 villages
and wards has been pre-
pared in all district pan-
chayats and urban bod-
ies. A gazetted officer
and 3 other officers have
been deployed in each
cluster. Training will
also be given to all the of-
ficers.

In the play schools
opening in the district,
kids will be taught as per
their interest and their
curriculum will be com-
pleted in an entertaining
manner. UNICEF is
preparing an action plan
for this project. This will
help in the all round de-
velopment of the chil-
dren.

Entrepreneurs to get 30 years land lease in RIPA
Mandatory to establish unit within one year 

Bhilai, Mar 28: 

GE Foundation distrib-
uted nutritional kits, toys
and fruits to the kids ad-
mitted at nutritional re-
habilitation centre of the
Community Health
Centre in Ahiwara.
Children’s nutritional
kits, pulses, moong, jag-
gery, split gram and soya
chunks were provided
which provide protein
and are the main sources
of fat. Apples, bananas,
pomegranates, oranges
were given to the moth-
ers, so that these mothers
also remain healthy and

could take care of the
children properly. Such
severely malnourished
children in the Nutrition
Rehabilitation Center
who are of -4sd, -3sd they
are recruited. At the time
of recruitment, parents of
such children are coun-
seled and health check-up
of the children is done, in
the health check-up, all
tests related to blood and
urine of the children are
done, mainly HB, RBS,
sickling, blood sugar etc.
Investigation related re-
ports are obtained and
medicines are given in
case of cold, cough, fever.

The parents of severely
malnourished children
work as daily wage labor-
ers and if they get their
children admitted in the
NRC for 15 days, then
about Rs 2250 is paid to
the bank account of the
mothers at the rate of Rs
150 per day so that there
is no loss in the daily
wage. This initiative
shall try to ensure that
the children come out of
the clutches of malnutri-
tion and take further
steps towards better nu-
trition. In this program,
Sub-Divisional Officer
Dhamdha (SDM) Brijesh

Kshatriya, Project
Officer Lata Chavda,
Supervisor (Ahiwara)
Vidya Tamarkar,
Rajeshwari Gaikwad,
Sandhya Pargania,
Kusum Verma,
Parameshwari Thakur,
Sector Incharge and NRC
Incharge Dr Mahendra
Kumar from the Health
Department were pres-
ent. Banjare and KP
Dubey, Staff Nurse
Bharti Banjare were
present. Pradeep Pillai,
Pratibha Patel, Shweta
Singh Rathore, Ajit Singh
were present on behalf of
GE Foundation.

Nutritional kits distributed in CHC Ahiwara

Bhilai, Mar 28: Durg
Municipal Corporation
distributed map for start-
ing construction of new
houses to more than 100
beneficiaries of Mor
Zameen, Mor Makan
under Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana (U) at a func-
tion organised in Swami
Vivekanand Auditorium,
Padmanabhpur the other
day. Chief Guest was
Chairman Chhattisgarh
State Ware House
Corporation and MLA
Durg (U) Arun Vora. The
program was presided
over by Durg Mayor
Dheeraj Bakliwal. In his
address, Vora assured the
present beneficiaries that
providing permanent
houses to the poor is a very

important plan and goal of
the state government and
the corporation. Bakliwal
gave best wishes for a
bright future to all the 25
families who received the
completion certificate and
requested them to dis-
charge all the responsibili-
ties for their pucca houses
as per the prescribed rules.
Municipal Corporation
Commissioner Lokesh
Chandrakar while ad-
dressing all the present
beneficiaries said that as
soon as possible start con-
struction of houses, and
assured installment
amount will be released in
time as per rules. In the
program, mainly MIC
member Anup Chandania,
Councilor Prakash Joshi,

Alderman Ratna
Naramdev, SD Sharma
Nodal Officer, VP Mishra
Assistant Nodal Officer,
BLC, distinguished citi-
zens, all working agencies
and experts appointed by
SUDA were present.

Mayor Dheeraj Bakliwal
informed that 469 DPRs
have been approved, whose
maps were distributed
today and in January 2023,
DPRs of 318 new people
have also been sent to the
state government for ap-
proval.

The program was con-
ducted by Ashutosh
Tamarkar and the an-
nouncement of the end of
the program and the vote
of thanks was done by the
nodal officer SD Sharma.

Mor Zameen Mor Makan: DMC distributes
completion certificate to beneficiaries 

Bhilai, Mar 28: 

Bhilai Nagar MLA
Devendra Yadav reached
Adivasi Nagar in Ward 40
Chhawni on Tuesday,
where he gifted the resi-
dents of the ward with a
welcome gate and toilets
with all facilities. Yadav
inaugurated both the de-
velopment works in the
presence of the people re-
siding in the ward and
prominent persons from
tribal society. The inaugu-
ration ceremony was or-
ganized with complete rit-
uals.

At the outset, the ward
residents welcomed
Devendra with flowers. In
his address, Devendra stat-
ed that he has always been
receiving love and bless-
ings from all the ward resi-
dents and tribal communi-
ty people and added that
we are all part of one fami-
ly. And when the family is
united then the whole fam-
ily can fight against every
problem. We all worked to-
gether for the betterment
of Bhilai and were also

successful. He recalled
that last time when he had
come then everyone had
demanded for a welcome
gate and toilets. Together
they worked on the de-
mand and so the day has
come when we are dedicat-
ing the entrance and toi-
lets. Whenever we have
promised, we have fulfilled
it. He reminded that the
Chief Minister also prom-
ised to give patta, ration
card, ownership of house
to everyone, which he has
fulfilled. Yadav requested
to continue showering
him with love and bless-
ings. At the end of the pro-

gram, office bearers of the
tribal community gave
blessings and said that we
all have always considered
Devendra as son, never
considered him as a leader
and added that they con-
sider him to be a member
of their family. They
added that Devendra al-
ways comes to meet them
and understand the prob-
lems. Whatever develop-
ment works we demanded,
they were completed. An
entrance gate has been
constructed and a toilet
with all facilities has also
been constructed. For this,
they expressed gratitude.

MLA dedicates welcome
gate in Adivasi NagarBhilai, Mar 28: Daily use items

can be used as aggressive
weapons for self defence. The
rural women and girls learnt
the use of common items for
self defence during the “Khaki
Ki Chaupal” held at village
Konari Bharda on Tuesday. 

On the instructions of SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava, ASP Sanjay
Dhruv and ASP (IUCAW) Mita
Pawar, Deputy Superintendent
of Police (IUCAW) Shilpa Sahu
conducted Khaki Ki Chaupal at
village Bharda Konari of
Pulgaon Police Station limits.
Shilpa interacted with the vil-
lagers and listened to their
problems and complaints. The
children were explained about
‘Good Touch - Bad Touch’ and
the helpline number 1098.
They were detailed about the

Cyber Security, Domestic
Violence Act, Tonahi
Pratadana Nivaran Adhiniyam,
various women related laws
and schemes being run by the
government.

DSP Shilpa Sahu explained
the self-defence tactics with
the use of available items. She
asked the villagers to follow
the traffic rules, emergency
number Dial 112, etc. They
were made aware about the
fraudsters who cheat people in
the pretext of employment,
land, etc. Information was
given regarding online fraud,
KYC and banking related
fraud. The villagers requested
the Cops to conduct Chaupals
in future also. The Raksha
Team and police station staff
were present.

Women learn use of daily
essentials for self defence 



CENTRAL CHRONICLE, RAIPUR, WEDNESDAY, MARCH 29,  2023

Raipur, Mar 28:
Chhattisgarh Congress in-
charge Kumari Selja tar-
geted the central govern-
ment saying that
Bharatiya Janata Party
and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s govern-
ment are trying to harass
top leaders of Congress
with a sense of revenge.
The BJP Government at
the centre is trying to muz-
zle voice of opposition, she
said while talking to the
reporters on her arrival at
Raipur Airport today.

The entire country is
watching how Rahul
Gandhi was disqualified
from membership of Lok
Sabha and a notice was is-
sued to him to vacate gov-
ernment bungalow,
Kumari Selja said.

Alleging that Prime
Minister was hatching
conspiracy she said that
Rahul Gandhi became a
voice of the common peo-
ple. ‘We have faith in the
judiciary of the country.
We will continue to fight
the legal battle legally’,
she said.

She said Congress was
staging nationwide protest
against central govern-
ment, in support of other
opposition parties. She
hoped that people in the
country would give befit-
ting reply to BJP through
their mandate in future.

Kumari Selja also
charged the central gov-
ernment with trying to di-
vide the country on the
issue of OBC. Kumari
Selja also left for Pradesh
Congress headquarters
‘Rajiv Bhavan’ to attend a
meeting of PCC office
bearers, Congress
Ministers and MLAs.

BJP trying to divide society,
says Kumari Selja

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaarr  2288::  A woman claim-
ing herself to be an employee of
Municipal Corporation Raipur
(RMC) has been nabbed on
charges of fooling and
cheating of amount
worth Rs 6 lakh from
around 30-35 persons
from slum area of
Ramnagar in the name
of providing them hous-
es under the govern-
ment schemes. It is notable here
that a complainant Lalita
Manikpuri filed a report in
Police Chowki Ramangar under
Gudhiyari Thana that she lives
in Gopal Nagar, Gali No. 1 in
slum area of Ramnagar. She got
in touch with a woman named
Sonali Dutta, claiming herself to
be RMC employee and she has
cheated around 30-35 persons
of her locality taking Rs 20000
each in the name of provided

house under government
scheme within 90 days. But
when they contact her after
three months, she kept on dilly-
delaying the issue and regularly
tried to misguide them and
switched off her mobile num-
ber. The accused had cheated
the persons of total amount of

Rs 6 lakh and a com-
plaint under section 420
of IPC was filed 
against her.

The Gudhiyari Thana
police and Ramnagar
check-post called the
accused for detailed

inquiry and she tried to escape
and make all possible efforts to
run away. But the police man-
aged to trace her and nab her
and seized one mobile phone
from her possession. The
accused is Sonali Dutt W/o Amal
Krishna (Age-65), R/o HUDCO,
Bhilai, H.No. 402, than Kotwali
District Durg and her present
address is Simran City H.No.
156, Ph-05, Mathpurena, Thana
Tikrapara, Raipur.

One nabbed for cheating 30-35
persons of Rs 6 lakh

Accuses Modi govt of
harassing top leaders
of Congress

In the name of 
providing houses
under govt’s schemes

Raipur, Mar 28: Institute
of Technology, Raipur’s
final year students Supraja
Kurella, 7th Semester,
Electronics and
C o m m u n i c a t i o n
Engineering, J Varun Iyer,
7th Semester, Computer
Science and Engineering
have received job offers as
Associate Engineer in
MathWorks with a pack-
age of 20 LPA CTC. In this
series, the well-known
multinational company
OLX has selected Shruti
Agarwal, 7th semester,
Computer Science and
Engineering, Gaurav
Kumar Ray, 7th semester,
Information Technology,
and Ankur Kunal, 7th se-
mester, Information
Technology as a full-time
role with an annual pack-
age of 30 LPA CTC. Also,
Nizam Dheeraj, 7th semes-
ter, Information
Technology, and Aryan
Bharti, 7th semester,

Information Technology
secured placements in the
company Informatica as a
full-time role of Software
Development Engineers
with an annual package of
21 LPA CTC. These stu-
dents were selected
through on-campus place-
ments. J Varun Iyer
briefed about his back-
ground and said that he
worked on his program-
ming skills, focusing on
LeetCode and
GeeksforGeeks, and honed

his knowledge of Data
Structures and Algorithms
(DSA) as well as other im-
portant computer science
subjects such as DBMS.

Supraja was amongst
the Top 10 finalists of
Women of Mettle organ-
ized by Tata Steel. She has
completed her internship
program at Tata Steel
which later offered her a
Pre-Placement Offer. She
worked harder to get a bet-
ter opportunity and finally
got selected for

MathWorks. Aryan Bharti
was a late bloomer. He
started focusing on his
technical skills after the in-
ternship season was over.

Narrating her place-
ment journey, Shruti
Agarwal, said that she
studied all the essential
topics that were required
to succeed in the campus
placement and took help
from various online re-
sources, which were avail-
able in abundance and
were sufficient.

NIT students secure placements in OLX,
MathWorks, and Informatica

Raipur, Mar 28: Dalit
Indian Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(DICCI) was established in
2005 in Pune, today this or-
ganization has grown
with the help of 29 State
Chapters and 7
International Chapters.
At present, DICCI is con-
tinuously making Dalit
entrepreneurs aware
through various activities
and this is the reason that
the membership base in

this organization is in-
creasing rapidly.

The only mission of
DICCI organization is to
‘Be a job provider-not a job
seeker’. In this series
DICCI Chapter in associa-
tion APEDA (Agriculture
& Processed Food
Products Export
Development Authority)
organised the “Export
Awareness Program on
Agriculture Products &

Millets & Financial
Opportunities for SC/ST
Entrepreneurs  at a hotel
located at Ramsagar Para,
Raipur on March 27 in
which President of
Chhattisgarh DICCI
Chapter, Mr. Pramod
Gharde, BDM Mr. Ashok
Kumar Bora from APEDA
Regional Office Bhopal
was present as special
guests and DGM NSIC Mr.
M.M. Sinha, CGM DIC Mr.
A.H. Yejdani and JD
Industries Directorate, CG
Mr. Sanjay Gajghate was
invited as a technical
speakers. Members of the
organization from all over
Chhattisgarh as well as
other Dalit entrepreneurs
participated in this export
awareness program.

In the program, Mr.

Pramod Gharde,
President of Chhattisgarh
DICCI Chapter, while
sharing his experiences,
stating the opportunity of
export in simple words to
all the Dalit youths and
members who came in the
awareness program uregd
to enter the business and
industry sector as entre-
preneurs and achieve re-
markable position in the
industry sector. In addi-
tion to motivating them to
contribute to the coun-
try’s economy through
wealth creation and to
spread the spirit of enter-
prise among fellow mem-
bers, he said that our mis-
sion is to encourage Dalit
entrepreneurs and sup-
port them in their 
ventures.

Export Awareness prog for SC/ST entrepreneurs held
On Agriculture
Products & Millets
& Financial
Opportunities 

By  DICCI and
APEDA

Raipur, Mar 28: Chief
Secretary Amitabh Jain
presided over a meeting of
officers yesterday in the
Mantralay Mahanadi
Bhawan concerning the
preparations for the oath-
taking ceremony of the
Chhattisgarh High Court’s
newly-appointed Chief
Justice Ramesh Sinha. The
oath-taking ceremony will
be organized in Raj
Bhawan’s Darbar Hall on 29

March 2023. The Chief
Secretary has instructed all
officers to make all required
arrangements in this re-
gard. In this meeting that
was conducted through

video conferencing, DGP
Ashok Juneja, Principal
Secretary Manoj Pingua,
Commissioner Raipur
Yashwant Kumar, IG Ajay
Yadav, Secretary to the

Governor Amrit Khalkho,
Secretary of the General
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
Department Mr. D.D. Singh,
and other officers were
present.

Preparations have begun for the oath taking ceremony 
Of Ch’garh High
Court’s Chief
Justice

Chief Secretary
organizes a high-
level meeting

Vijendra Bahadur Nayak
Raipur: Vijyendra
Bahadur Nayak, R/o

Sunder Nagar,
breathed his
last here on
Monday. He
was 82. The
final rites were
performed on

March 28 at Mahadev Ghat
crematorium. He was fa-
ther of Vikram Nayak and
uncle of Viimal Nayak and
father-in-law of
Tikeshwar Verma, Sharad
Baghel, Gopal Verma.

OBITUARY

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaarr  2288::  The PCC working
committee meeting was held in
the presence of PCC State in-
charge Kumari Selja, PCC Chief
Mohan Markam and in-Charge
Secy. Dr Chandan Yadav at Rajiv
Bhavan along with MLAs, district
presidents and heads of all the
cells of PCC. The working com-
mittee passed a censure motion
against the Modi government
and took a pledge to continue its
struggle against the anti-demo-
cratic attitude of the central gov-
ernment.

AICC general secretary and
PCC State in-Charge Kumari
Selja putting forth the censure
motion against Modi govern-
ment charged that BJP with its
low-level thinking and pitty acts
has tarnished Indian democracy
all over the world. An attempt is
being made to suppress the

voice of Rahul Gandhi and it is a
danger bell for India’s democra-
cy. Rahul Gandhi has exposed
the wrong-doings and black
working of the Centre and cor-
ruption in Modi government in
the Parliament. She also ques-
tioned as to what is Modi’s rela-
tion with Adani? On what is pub-
lically available she asked from
where the shell companies of
Adani received whooping Rs
20000 cr? In the Parliament,
Rahul’s mike was closed down
and when Rahul Gandhi tried to
expose the truth both in the

country and abroad, the action
was taken cancelling his mem-
bership. The family which has
sacrificed their lives for the
country and now their voice is
being suppressed. PCC state in-
charge Selja said that whatever
happened in the court will be
tackled through judiciary and
cancelling Rahul Gandhi’s mem-
bership and issuing notice to
vacate the house speaks of dic-
tatorial attitude of the central
government. We all strongly con-
demned the dictatorial attitude
of the central government and it

is not the fight just that of Rahul
Gandhi, for all Congmen. We all
from the Congress stands with
Rahul Gandhi at this juncture,
she added. Kumari Selja said
that Congress will be starting
movement against the dictatori-
al attitude of BJP government at
the Centre and would take this
fight to the streets. In the begin-
ning PCC Chief Mohan Markam
in his presidential speech said
that we all would got amidst the
public against the dictatorial
attitude of BJP government and
a divisional-level sammelan
would be organised in the com-
ing days. We all would save the
democracy by strengthening the
organisation and in this all the
Morchas and cell of BJP would
work together. In every division
there will be party workers’ sam-
melan and the booth-level com-
mittee where it has not being
formed will be completed soon.
Holding movement against Modi
government; ‘Sankalp Shivir and
Vidhan Sabha-wise training and

instructions by AICC would be
followed. It is by remaining unit-
ed, that we all would have to
fight against this dictatorial atti-
tude of BJP through this move-
ment, he added. Secretary in-
charge Dr Chandan Yadav said
that with hardly six months left
for the Vidhan Sabha polls and
added that it was the 1942 move-
ment that of ‘do or die’ and so in
order to fight against the
Opposition, we all have to be
part of ‘Satyagrah Andolan’,
stage dharna, demonstration
and ‘nukkad natak’. He charged
that Modi government too is
neck-deep in corruption and all
this needs to be exposed. The
meeting was also addressed by
Health Minister TS Singh Deo,
Minister Dr Shiv Kumar Daharia,
Amarjeet Bhagat, Premsai Singh
Tekam, Dhanendra Sahu,
Satyanarayan Sharma. It was
attended by all the MLAs, party
office bearers, heads of cells and
Morchas of PCC and members of
the PCC working committee.

PCC passes censure motion against Modi govt
To launch movement
against BJP’s 
dictatorial attitude

COLOURFUL LIGHTING

The temples of Goddesses have been decorated with colourful lighting for the 
nine-day ‘Navratri’ and ‘Ashtami Havan’ to be held tomorrow.

munities of these institu-
tions was organized today
at Tribal Research and
Training Institute (TRI),
Nava Raipur, Atal Nagar. A
total of 54 master trainers
nominated from the dis-
tricts participated on the
first day of the training ses-
sion.

While addressing the in-
augural session,
Commissioner cum
Director TRI Mrs Shammi
Abidi briefly explained the
objective of the training
programme. She urged the
master trainers from the
districts to take full advan-
tage of this training session
and clear all their doubts
from the various subject ex-
perts coming during the
training session, so that
they do not face any kind of
confusion while giving
training to the panchayat
representatives at the dis-
trict level.

On the first day of the
training session, subject ex-
pert Prakhar Jain (PESA
Coordinator) explained in
detail about the fifth sched-
ule and said that the fifth
schedule is applicable in

total 10 states of the country.
It is fully implemented in 16
districts of Chhattisgarh
state. Apart from this, Gram
Sabha and Gram Panchayat
were given detailed infor-
mation about the powers re-
ceived under the
Panchayati Raj Act. PESA
law made by the Central
Government in 1996 was
also explained in detail.

P Nihalani of Revenue
Department threw light on
various provisions of
Chhattisgarh Land Revenue
Code, 1959 and Land
Acquisition, Displacement
and Rehabilitation Act, 2013
in detail. He expressed his
views in detail on section
165(1), section 168, sub-sec-
tion 2, 4, 5, 6 and sub-section
6(a), sub-section 10, section
170B etc. Various provisions
of the Chhattisgarh Land
Revenue Code, 1959 and the
Land Acquisition,
Displacement and
Rehabilitation Act enacted
in 2013 were discussed in de-
tail, especially in relation to
purchase and sale of land in
scheduled areas and differ-
ent types of mortgaged
land.

Two-day training of Masters Trainers begins

Raipur, Mar 28: In order to
ensure effective governance
and management of
Panchayati Raj Institutions
in the Scheduled Areas of
Chhattisgarh, a two-day
training related to capacity
development of representa-
tives of selected tribal com-

To ensure effective adminis-
tration and management of
Panchayati Raj Institutions
in Scheduled Areas

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Mar 28: After
the announcement of
Chief MinisterBhupesh
Baghel, the registration
of youths eligible for un-
employment allowance

in Raipur district will
start from April 1.
Collector Dr Sarveshwar
Bhure reviewed the
preparations made so far
for unemployment al-
lowance registration in
the weekly time-limit

meeting on Tuesday. He
instructed the officials to
register the unemployed
in all the choice centers
and CSCs of the district.
To get unemployment al-
lowance, eligible youth
can fill online registra-
tion application on the
website berojgaribhat-
ta.cg.nic.in.

Help desks are also
being set up in every
zone office in Raipur
Municipal Corporation
area for the conven-
ience of unemployed
youth. Three help desks
in Birgaon Municipal
Corporation area and
one help desk each in
all other urban body
areas of the district
will have the facility of
registration for al-
lowance to the unem-
ployed. Registration fa-
cility will be available
in CSC and Choice
Centers with pre-
scribed service
charges.

No last date has yet
been fixed for the regis-
tration of unemploy-
ment allowance.

Keeping in mind the reg-
istration of unemploy-
ment allowance, the
Collector has given in-
structions to the officers
to ensure that all neces-
sary criteria and govern-
ment guidelines are fol-
lowed for renewal of reg-
istration in employment
offices, issuing income-
residence certificates in
revenue offices.

The meeting was at-

tended by Commissioner
of Municipal
Corporation Raipur
Mayank Chaturvedi,
Chief Executive Officer
of District Panchayat
Akash Chikara,
Assistant Collector
Jayant Nahata,
Additional Collector
BBPanchbhai, Gajendra
Thakur and B.C.Sahu
and all S DMs and de-
partmental officers.

Registration of unemployed of Raipur district in CSC for allowance

Finish school repair by April end
Raipur: Collector Dr Sarveshwar Bhure gave in-
structions to the officials to start the repair work of
dilapidated schools and ashram-hostel buildings in
the district soon. The Collector also informed the offi-
cials about budget allocation by the government for
these works to be done under the Mukhyamantri
School Jatan Yojana. He directed to identify such re-
pairable schools and ashram-hostel buildings in two
days and complete the necessary process as soon as
possible.

The Collector asked to complete the repair work of
all such school hostels-ashrams before the start of the
new session. He also instructed to get all such
ashram-hostels and school buildings painted with
cow dung paint after repairs.



CENTRAL CHRONICLE, RAIPUR, WEDNESDAY, MARCH 29,  2023

Raipur, Mar 28:
Chhattisgarh is gearing
up to promote e-gover-
nance with the use of
OpenForge software. This
platform will enable de-
partments to acquire soft-
ware easily for monitoring
their programmes and
schemes, and for expand-
ing their reach to the peo-
ple.

A two-day long state-
level training-cum-work-
shop has been organized
by the Chhattisgarh
Infotech Promotion
Society (CHiPS) workshop
at the New Circuit House
here, where officers from
various departments will
be trained on the use of

this platform. The main
aim of the workshop is to
provide the citizens of the
state with the advantages
of the latest information
technology sector tech-
nologies.

Addressing the inaugu-
ral ceremony of the work-
shop on Monday, Amit
Kumar, Community
Development Manager at
the National e-
Governance Division
(NeGD) in New Delhi, said
that the “OpenForge” plat-
form has been specifically
designed to cater to the re-
quirements of all govern-
ment departments. He ex-

plained that the platform
will provide access to nu-
merous software applica-
tions, which can be used
for the operation of public
utility services offered by
government departments.
This will bring uniformity
to various schemes being
run across the country,
while also saving valuable
time and money for the
government.

During the workshop,
CHiPS Chief Executive
Officer Amitabh Sharma
stated that the National e-
Governance Division
(NeGD), functioning
under the Department of

Electronics and
Information Technology,
Government of India, will
provide technical training
for two days. The training
will be led by Community
Development Manager
Amit Kumar, along with
Project Lead Sanjay
Kumar Patel and
Technical Lead Durgesh
Kumar Singh.

More than 35 officials
from various departments
including Agriculture,
Transport, NIC, Energy,
Health, Revenue, Police,
and Samargra Shiksha,
participated in the work-
shop.

Ch’garh gears up to promote e-Governance 
Through OpenForge
platform

State-Level training
workshop on
OpenForge in Raipur

State govt depts to
benefit from
OpenForge platform RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaarr  2288::  Agriculture

Minister Ravindra Choubey
formally inaugurated the
four-day “Gondwana National
Livelihood, Art, and Culture
Festival 2023” at BTI Ground
in Shankar Nagar Raipur on
Monday. Chhattisgarh
Regional Office of NABARD is
hosting this event from March
27 to March 30.

NABARD has sponsored 120
stalls during the expo, which
has 250 participants, includ-
ing NABARD-supported self-
help groups, FPOs, and crafts-
men from the non-agricultural
sector. 125 participants from
different districts of
Chhattisgarh, as well as about
125 participants from other 15
states of the country-
Maharashtra, Jammu &
Kashmir, Uttar Pradesh,

Madhya Pradesh, Telangana,
West Bengal, Jharkhand,
Tamil Nadu, Rajasthan,
Andhra Pradesh, and
Haryana, are participating in
the exhibition. Apart from
this, 125 farmers and artisans
from 5 districts of the state
have also been invited on
exposure visits.

While speaking at the inau-
guration occasion,
Agriculture Minister Ravindra
Choubey commended
NABARD’s achievements in
agricultural and rural develop-
ment in the state. He stated
that such activities would be
beneficial in promoting tribal
and cultural traditions. Rural
cottage businesses and handi-

crafts will benefit from the
organization of this exhibition,
as will employment chances.
In addition to this, Chairman of
Apex Bank Baijnath
Chandrakar said that in this
national fair of NABARD, stalls
have been set up for the exhi-
bition and sale of items manu-
factured by rural artisans,
weavers, self-help groups,
farmers from Chhattisgarh as
well as other states. NABARD
also organizes training pro-
grams from time to time to
encourage such craftsmen
and artisans. Chief General
Manager of NABARD, Dr.
Gyanendra Mani, stated
about the significance of the
‘Gondwana National

Livelihood, Art, and Culture
Festival 2023’ and emphasized
that NABARD is playing a vital
role in making rural India self-
sufficient. Its goal is to give a
forum for the display and sale
of various items made by
NABARD-supported Self Help
Groups, Artisans, Producer
Organizations, Handlooms,
and Handicraftsmen in rural
areas. He explained that, in
addition to the stalls in the
exhibition, there is a ‘Kid
Zone’ and a ‘Food Court’.
Every day of the fair, cultural
programs will be organised.

On this occasion, MLA and
Chairman of Chhattisgarh
Housing Board Kuldeep
Juneja, MLA Ramkumar
Yadav, Advisor to Chief
Minister Pradeep Sharma,
Raipur Municipal Corporation
Mayor Aijaz Dhebar, Vice
Chancellor Dr. RS Kuril,
NABARD General Manager Dr.
Surendra Babu, Convener
SLBC at the inauguration cer-
emony, Chairman
Chhattisgarh Gramin Bank,
Karnal Chand, Assistant
Directors and officials from
Govt were present.

Rural cottage inds, handicrafts will get a 
boost from NABARD’s exhb: Choubey

Grand launch of
NABARD sponsored
“Gondwana
National Livelihood,
Art and Cultural
Festival 2023”

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaarr  2288:: The first
Permanent Negotiating
Machinery ( PNM) of the rail-
way administration with the
South East Central Railway
Mazdoor Congress was organ-
ized on March 23 and 24, 2023
at the Divisional Railway
Manager meeting hall. In this
meeting Divisional Railway
Manager Sanjeev Kumar, Sr
DPO Uday Bharti and all branch
officers and Divisional
Coordinator of South East
Central Railway Mazdoor
Congress  Vijay Kumar , Deputy
Divisional Coordinator B R
Bodalkar , COB B D Prasad , R
Singh, secretaries and office
bearers of all branches were
present. PNM was conducted in
a cordial atmosphere In the
meeting , the problems of the
employees were put forth
before the administration and
while taking action on most of
the cases , orders were given
for immediate redressal. The
issues discussed and solution

given include 1) Railway dis-
pensary to be opened keeping
in view the increasing number
of railway employees in Durg
area . 2) Children’s gardens will
be developed in all railway
colonies where there are more
than 50 railway accommodation
like Bhilai Nagar , Balod , Tilda ,
Nipania etc. 3 ) The quotation
for cleaning of BMY railway
colony will be extended again
for the next 2 months.4 ) Bhilai
based D. T. Tool - cum - rest
rooms will be developed for M
No. 29 , 31 and 32 . Similarly
various DTMs have been
marked at Raipur Division  level
all over and will be constructed
very soon. 5) The process of

converting 02 Type -I quarters
into Type -II quarters will be
started again. 6 ) Industrial Fan
Railway Canteen , Ladies Room
, Time Room will be renovated
in ELS / Bhilai and 1000 lockers
will be purchased for the
employees .

7 ) A letter has been written
to GM for approval for construc-
tion of 60 rail houses for the rail-
waymen of Bhatapara . 8) 03
new tool - cum - rest rooms will
be constructed in Raipur -
Lakholi section. 9) Repair of
wear and tear in Sirsa Gate
underground bridge road and
widening of the road towards PP
yard will be done . 10) Track
maintainers will be supplied

with good quality shoes , rain-
coats and winter jackets from
GSD Raipur under stock items .
11) The posts of Urologist ,
Cardiologist and Gastrologist
will be filled in Divisional
Railway Hospital Raipur .12) The
problem of drinking water in
Lakholi Railway Colony is being
solved with the help of Sarpanch
. 13) A survey will be done for
arrangements of dormitories
and canteens for the stay of rel-
atives of patients in Railway
Hospital Raipur . 14) The
process of changing the duty
roster of Mandi , Serikhedi ,
Jindal , Parsada and Gujra Gate
of Lakholi section from 12 hours
to 8 hours will be started . 15)
The road from IOW office Raipur
to Bhanpuri gate will be repaired
. 16) The posts of
Physiotherapist will be filled in
Railway Hospital . 17 ) Station
Masters ( Gr.4600 ) in Raipur
Division have been ordered to
get arrears of unpaid OT for
years for extra work . 18) For
replacing the system in the DRM
office complex with Central
Cooling System has been sent
for the approval of GM SECR.

PNM meeting takes decision on host of issues
Pertaining to welfare
of employees

Raipur, Mar 28: Chief
Secretary Amitabh Jain,
chaired a meeting of the
Executive Committee of
Samagra Shiksha at
Mantralaya Mahanadi
Bhawan here on Monday.
During the meeting, he di-
rected to complete all neces-
sary preparations for the
successful organization of
the upcoming ‘Shala Pravesh
Utsav’ for the next academic
session. He also asked to pre-
pare for the distribution of
free textbooks, uniforms,
and bicycles to students.

The Annual Action Plan

for Chhattisgarh State
Samagra Shiksha (CSSS)and
the proposal for Project
Approval Board for the budg-
et year 2023-24 were approved
in the meeting. Additionally,
the budget for Samagra
Shiksha in the year 2022-23
was discussed in detail com-
ponent-wise and approved.
Chief Secretary provided the
necessary guidance to offi-
cers for the audit of Samagra
Shiksha.

The meeting was attended
by several officials, includ-
ing Tribal and Scheduled
Caste Secretary, DD Singh,
Labor Secretary, Amrit
Khalkho, School Education
Secretary, Dr. S
Bharathidasan, Energy
Secretary, Ankit Anand, and
other education department
officials.

Ensure all preparations for
‘Shala Pravesh Utsav’: CS

Meeting approves
annual action plan
and budget proposal
of 2023-24 for CSSS

Raipur, Mar 28: If you are
going to buy gold and jew-
ellery then this is big news
for you. The central govern-
ment has made big amend-
ments in the rules for buy-
ing jewellery. Actually, after
nine days i.e. from April 1,
consumers will get only
Hallmark jewellery. That is,
after March 31, 2023, jewelry
without hallmark will not
be valid. It is being told that
as per the instructions of
the Central Government,
Hallmark is becoming
mandatory in jewellery
from April 1. According to
the Ministry of Consumer
Affairs, after March 31, 2023,
no one will be able to sell
jewelery without hallmark.
It will be implemented si-
multaneously in 397 dis-
tricts of the country.

According to bullion
traders, it is a good thing
that the government has
made Hallmark mandatory.
The traders also want that
jewellery should be hall-
marked. For this, hallmark
centers should be made in
all the districts. Former
President of Raipur Sarafa
Association, Harkh Malu
said that there are six hall-
mark centers in Raipur and
10 in the state.

Under the aegis of Raipur
Bullion Association and
Bureau of Indian
Standards, a workshop will
be organised  on March 24 at
the Chamber Bhawan locat-
ed in the capital’s Bombay
Market. Association’s secre-
tary Deepchand Kotadia
said that wholesalers, retail-
ers, confectioners and man-
ufacturers will participate
in this workshop. People’s
queries regarding
Hallmarking will also be re-
solved here.

Hallmark mandatory in gold
and silver from April 1

Hallmark centers should
be built in all districts:
Bullion Traders

Bilaspur, Mar 28:
Professor Alok Kumar
Chakrawal, Vice-
Chancellor of Guru
G h a s i d a s
Vishwavidyalaya (a
Central University) has
been declared a nominated
member of the prestigious
Research Committee of
Indian Council of Social
Science Research (ICSSR),
New Delhi. Professor
Chakrawal was elected as
the Nominee Member of
the Distinguished
Research Committee at
the 142nd Annual General
Meeting of the Indian
Council of Social Science
Research (ICSSR) New
Delhi on 15th February,
2023.

The Indian Council of
Social Science Research

provides grants for promo-
tion of research through
various types of research
projects, fellowships, in-
ternational collaborations,
capacity building meas-
ures, surveys, publications
etc. This committee exam-
ines the approval of finan-
cial assistance to research
projects and other re-
search proposals submit-
ted or sponsored by the

Council. The Research
Committee is one of the
three major committees of
the Indian Council of
Social Science Research
(ICSSR), New Delhi, and it
has a tenure of one year.

Continuous Effort to
make CU the Best:

Continuous develop-
ment works are being exe-
cuted under the able lead-
ership and efficient guid-
ance of Professor Alok
Kumar Chakrawal, Vice-
Chancellor of the Central
University. These path-
breaking initiatives in-
clude necessary changes
in research plans and cur-
riculum for implementa-
tion of the National
Education Policy-2020 in
its entirety, efforts made to
establish the tribal pride,

establishment of Mahima
Guru Peeth, Svavalambi
Chhattisgarh scheme for
all-round development of
local youth, Guru
Ghasidas University
Swabhiman Thali (GST),
MoU with prestigious in-
stitutions of India and
abroad, efforts made for
environment protection
and solar energy sector, in-
frastructure development,
and establishment of Dr.
Ambedkar Center for
Excellence for facilitating
preparation of national
level examinations for un-
derprivileged students,
etc. These positive efforts
have placed the Central
University among the
frontline higher educa-
tional institutions of the
country.

Vice-Chancellor Prof. Chakrawal nominated to
Prestigious Research Committee of ICSSR

Kondagaon, Mar 28:
Aam Aadmi Party’s
(AAP) membership cam-
paign training camp was
organized at auditorium
hall in the district hq’s
here on Monday. MP and
National Organization
General Secretary, AAP
Sandeep Pathak address-
ing the party workers
said that under our gen-
eral membership cam-
paign, a target of 5 lakh
more members has been
set for one month. AAP
is running the procedure
of appointing unit in-
charge and members in

around 20000 villages. In
this connection training
of 455 block presidents
and office bearers of the
entire region has been
started from today in
four phases. This train-
ing will prove to be a
milestone for AAP to
strengthen its organiza-
tion in the region. With
this, the party will start a
state-wide campaign and

reach every home
through its strong organ-
ization. More than 5 lakh
new members are being
appointed. In this way,
AAP’s will become
stronger in almost all vil-
lages. Together we will
continue the work in
making a strong organi-
zation and active in all
villages and at the
ground level, he added.

Accusing the BJP-
Congress, AAP said that
in the name of basic
amenities to the people of
the state viz. education,
health, water and securi-
ty, they are involved in
massive corruption by
providing only food. BJP-
Congress are both neck
deep in corruption and
eating the cream and
only providing assurance
to general public that of
taking action. Pathak
questioned as to why
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel is targeting the
Punjab government in
order to hide his failure?
It is right under his nose
here in the state, that the
common men, tribals and
the police are  feeling in-
secure. The people of the
state have understood the

truth behind statistical
jargon given by Congress
government and showing
all sorts of tall achieve-
ments for the last four
years. The people have
not understood why BJP
and Congress is not suffi-
cient to carve a new
Chhattisgarh and
charged that both are lit-
erally involved in
‘Lutabo’ (looting)
Chhattisgarh for the last
22 years. AAP is deter-
mined to form an honest
government with the love
and continuous coopera-
tion of the villagers from
every village of the state
and now the people have
formed an opinion to give
opportunity to AAP to
form an honest govern-
ment in the state, he
claimed.

AAP target 5 lakh members in one month
Holds general mem-
bership campaign in
Kondagaon Training
Camp

Raigarh, Mar 28: The
dreams of people living in
the mining area are often
left unfulfilled because of
the lack of basic ameni-
ties. However, children
from 12 villages of
Tamnar block in Raigarh
district are seeing their
dreams for English
Medium schooling come
true because of a free
school bus service provid-
ed by Hindalco Industries
Limited. It’s because of

the free school bus service
that Ansh Dubey of
Milupara village can today
think of becoming a doc-
tor. The distance between
his village and his school
is 15 kilometers and the
free school bus run by
Hindalco Industries is
helping him cover this dis-
tance. Ansh’s father Yash
Dubey said: “My son’s
dream of studying in a
good English medium
school has been fulfilled by
this free bus service. This
initiative is helping me

save the transport costs
which I can use for his ed-
ucation.”

Hindalco started the
free school bus service in
2015 and today caters to
253 children from
Banjikhol, Kondkel,
Beljor, Milupara, Sakta,
Madwadumar, Lalupar,
Jaridih, Urba, Pelma,
Hinjar and Semijor vil-
lages in Gare Palma min-
ing area. Two school buses
are operated under the ini-
tiative at an annual cost of
Rs 26 lakh, which borne by

Hindalco CSR. Among the
253 students, 50 are girls
and this service is a sav-
iour for them. Anju
Rathia, a class 9 student
from Beljor village said: “I
did my education till class
8 from the village school
but for further studies I
had to go to a bigger school
which is about 15 kilome-
ters away from my village.
Hindalco’s bus service has
thus helped me to continue
my education.” Vivek
Mishra, Head of Hindalco
Coal Vertical, said: “It is
only through education
that we can bring mean-
ingful change in society.
Keeping in mind the needs
of the society we have
started this free school bus
service and I am happy it
is benefitting local people.”

Hindalco’s free school bus service gives children
access to better schools in GP mines area

253 children from 12
villages benefitting
from the initiative

Free operation of
school buses under
CSR at GP mines

Raipur, Mar 28: The
members of Vidyut Theka
Karamchari Sangh
(VTKS) (generation, dis-
tribution and transmis-
sion) under the aegis of
Aniyamit Karamchari
Mahasangh (AKM) left to
gheraoed  CM’s office
from CSEB’s Budhatalab
office. A long list of 25000
employees of VTKS was
enclosed herewith and for-
warded it to the concerned
officer.

Prominent among the
demands of contractual
employees were to free the
department from the con-
tractual system and
merge them with the de-
partment as regular em-
ployee with regular salary

and 62 years of job 
security.

VTKS recalled that
Congress party in its elec-
tion manifesto in the point
No. 30 has mentioned
about regularisation of all
the adhoc and contractual
employees within 10 days
of its formation of the
government. In this

protest, Joint Gen. Secy.
Darshan Kumar Rajak
(Korba), Mukesh Maravi
(Bilaspur), Dilip
Nirmalkar, (Akaltara) and
Pankaj Dhar Diwan,
Ramnarayan Yadav,
Vijendra Bareth, Suresh
Rajak, along with 20 fe-
male employees submit-
ted the memorandum.

VTKS submit memo for regularization
Of contractual
employees of VTKF
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Jagdalpur, Mar 28:
Having played a lead role
in more than 700 Telugu
films and acted as villain
in the Akshay Kumar star-
er Hindi film ‘Gabbar is
Back’, the South superstar
Suman Talwar came here
to take part as chief guest
in a programme of Telugu
samaj held in Jaipur in
Odisha state near Bastar.
He reached Avinash Hotel
in Jagdalpur through
flight and during this the
Director Avinash
International and BJP
Leader Sriniwas Maddi ac-
corded warm welcome to
South Superstar Suman

Talwar along with office
bearers of Telugu samaj.
As per his scheduled pro-
gramme, Suman left to
take part in the pro-
gramme to be held at
Jaipur in Odisha, near to
Bastar.

Speaking to media per-
sons, South Superstar
Suman Talwar hailed the
natural beauty of Bastar
and said that there are
quite a few good spots for
shooting both for
Bollywood and Tollywood
films here in Bastar. He
said that Bastar has been
blessed with nature’s
beauty and if the

Chhattisgarh government
wants, they can develop
these places from shooting
point-of-view. He assured
that he come again pay
visit to Bastar and would
come along with produc-
ers and directors of
Tollywood and hoped that
there might be shooting of
Tollywood taking place
some day in this region as
well. Speaking further he
said that if the
Chhattisgarh government
assures of safety and secu-
rity, then quite a films of
Tollywood can be shooted
in Bastar.

Suman said that the
Oscar award to ‘Natu-
Natu’ song of famous
Tollywood film ‘RRR’ is a
big honour to entire coun-
try and apart from subject
matter of Tollywood films,
even the songs and its
lyrics are being appreciat-
ed all over the country and
it is an honour for entire
Telugu film industry.

Shooting of many
Tollywood films can take
place in Bastar: Suman

Hails the natural beauty of Bastar region

Bagbahra, Mar 28: On
occasion of Interational
Women’s Day in Town
Hall of Bagbahra, a get-to-
gether programme was or-
ganised in the chief pres-
ence of Parliamentary
Secretary and MLA
Dwarkadheesh Yadav and
it was chaired by Dr
Seema Dinkar and special
guests were - Block
President Savita Goswami
and Dumroutin Bai,
Purna Sagar.
Parliamentary Secretary
Dwarkadheeh Yadav in his
address on the objectives
of observing International
Women’s Day informed
that this day is celebrated
for honour and love for the
women not only in India,

but all over the world and
on the social, economic,
political and social
achievements and prob-
lems being faced by the
women and it is in the
same context that his get-
together programme has
been organised. The
human life is incomplete
without the motherly fig-
ure, her love and empathy.
In the social life, a women
sometimes fulfill her re-
sponsibilities as a mother,
daughter or a sister and it
is for thei sacrifice and
dedication that observing

this Int’nl Women’s Day is
need of the hour. But this
is not just a thing of one
day for women and forget
later, but we all have to
give due respect to women
always and then only it
would be true respect to
women on Int’nl Women’s
day. On this occasion,
Sewati Dhruv, Nantara
Devi, Vaidehi, Anu
Chandrakar, Bhoomika
Sharma, Chameli Sahu,
Raksha Sahu, Barik Hema
Sriwas, Tanuja Sahu,
Manohar Thakur, Bada
Khan, Harishankar Yadav,
Radhe Prakash Panigrahi,
Manta Yadav and women
and Congemn from
Bagbahra were present in
large number.

Honour and respect to women
should always be done: Yadav

 Get-together prog
organised on Int’nl
Women’s Day

Birkoni, Mar 28:

The students of Saraswati
Shishu Mandir (SSM) Gram
Acharidih observed Hindu Nav
Varsh with great enthusiasm.
On this occasion in order to
create public awareness
among the villagers, the stu
dents tok out rally with attrac-
tive tableau and it passed
though Sahu para, Bhatapara,
Yadavpara, Nayapara, Durga
Chowk raising slogans and
children on this occasion have
worn different attire of Bharat

Mata, and other Goddesses
with colourful tableau in the
background. Head Master
SSM Mathalisharan Thakur
informed that the Hindu Nav
Varsh starts on the first day of
‘Chaitra Navratri Shukl Paksh
Pratipada’. On this occasion
all the members greet each
other for the new year and
offer prayers and obeisance to
the Gods and Goddesses.
During this Sima Sonwami,
Jharna Sahu, Jagriti Sahu,
Pinki Sahu, and other students
were present.

SSM students take
out ‘Prabhat Pheri’

Sukma, Mar 28:

On the occasion of
World Tuberculosis Day,
in the programme organ-
ized in the District
Hospital premises, chil-
dren were informed about
the effects of
Tuberculosis (TB) on
their health life and the
possible symptoms seen
on tuberculosis by Chief
Medical and Health
Officer Dr. Mahesh
Shandia and Dr. Anamay.
Similarly a painting com-
petition was organized at
Swami Atmanand
English Medium School
(SAGEMS), Pavaras
Sukma on Saturday,
which saw participants of
SAGEMS, Pavaras
Sukma, Eklavya

Vidyalaya, POTA Cabin
involved in this event gave
the message of preven-
tion by displaying in
painting the effects of tu-
berculosis on social life
and economic aspects.

In the painting competi-
tion, student of
Government Girls
Residential High School,
Sukma, Anjali Baghel got
the first position, student
of Eklavya Adarsh
Residential School,
Kumharras got the second
position and Kumari
Nancy, a student of
SAGEMS, got the third po-
sition, who was rewarded
with a certificate of ap-
preciation. Mitanin
Bharti Telami, Rame
Barse, Sarita Thakur,
Kunni Sodhi and Parvati

Tondare, who played an
important role in the con-
trol of tuberculosis in the
district and identification
of persons suffering from
tuberculosis, were hon-

ored with certificates of
appreciation.

Along with this, Sanjay
Chandak and Nirmala
Kamlakar Bhidwai of
Nikshay Mitra

Chhindgarh, who played
an important role in the
prevention of Nikshay
disease, were also hon-
oured. Let us inform that
11 TB patients have been
adopted by Sanjay
Chandak and 10 TB pa-
tients by Nirmala
Kamlakar, along with pro-
viding them nutritious
food for 6 months. On this
occasion, District
Tuberculosis Eradication
Officer Dr. Mahadev
Barse, District Program
Coordinator Mukesh Roy,
District TB and HIV
Coordinator. Jay
Narayan, District PPM
Coordinator Naveen
Pathak, Santosh Chauhan
and other officers, em-
ployees and teachers and
students were present.

Children give message of prevention of TB through paintings 
Mitanin, Nikshay Mitra and painting participants honored 

Mungeli, Mar 28: The
municipality has issued
notices to about 400 people
to regularize the houses
constructed illegally and
about 81 applications have
been received so far in the
municipality for regular-
ization, out of which 54
applications have been
sent to Town and Country
Planning Office, Bilaspur
and 48 cases have been
presented before the com-
mittee and passed. The re-
maining 33 cases will be
sent to Town and Country
Planning after inspection
and so far, 12 cases have
been resolved and papers
have been handed over to
the beneficiaries.

As per information, due
to non-availability of town
and country planning of-
fice in the district, one has
to go to Bilaspur, because
of which people are not in-
terested in regularization.
With the opening of Town
and Country Planning
Office, where people will
get relief from financial
and mental problems, the
same people will be moti-
vated to regularize accord-

ing to their facilities. Here
colonies have been formed
by illegal plotting in large
numbers under the mu-
nicipal area, in which
there is lack of basic facil-
ities in many colonies.

In the same colonies,
electricity, roads and sew-
erage facilities have been
provided, but regulariza-
tion of houses is not being
done in these colonies. In
this regard, it is said that
there is no provision for
regularization of houses
built in colonies built ille-
gally in municipality
area, whereas houses in
illegal colonies built in
corporation area are
being regularised. The
Chhattisgarh government
started the regularization

scheme on July 2022 to le-
galize the houses built
without permission,
under which a plan was
made to regularize houses
constructed without a
map, in which arrange-
ments have been made for
free regularization of res-
idential buildings up to
120 square meters, regu-
larization of more than
120 square meters will be
done with a minimum fee.

Chief Municipal
Officer Anubhav Singh
said that the documents
required for regulariza-
tion include land docu-
ments, B-1, B-2 or slip and
photographs around the
land, copy of electricity
bill or property tax before
2021, officially.

Notice issued to owners of 400
illegally constructed houses

Gourela-Pendra-Marwahi, Mar 28:
The forest and tribal dominated
GPM district is not only attract-
ing tourists from state and
country, but also the foreign
tourists. As per CM Bhupesh
Baghel’s inclination, all efforts
are being made to provide spe-
cial identity to GPM district as
‘Tourism District’ by the local
district administration.
According to Collector Priyanka
Rishi Mahobia, the tourist sites
of the district are being devel-
oped with help of tourism sami-
tis. The Responsible Tourism ad
Rural Tourism Expert from UK
Mr Graham and Village Veg
Institute Director Lucy Anjale
visited the Lamna Phuta,
Kotami Khurd; Tikarkhurd,
Bastibagra and Aamagaon of
the district here on Saturday.
During this visit the foreign
tourist duo held talks with the

villagers and tribals about their
lifestyle, culture and eating
habits. The villagers through
their folk dances enthralled
both of them. During the tour,
Environmentalist Sanjay Payasi
apprised them about the local
bio-diversity, wood craft and
traditional techniques of water
conservation. The tourist duo
also enjoyed a ride in local bul-
lock-cart. They also visited the

‘Chaand-Suraj’ prayer site.
Foreign tourist duo held the cul-
tural diversity and lifestyle of
tribal and forest people as very
much conducive for the rural
tourism in the district.  During
their tour, the Sarpanch Gram
Panchayat and Janpad member
Sahdev Wakre were also pres-
ent. EE Janpad Panchayat
Gourela Sanjay Sharma assist-
ed the two during their visit.

Responsible Tourism experts visit tourist sites
In GPM and enjoyed a ride in bullock-cart

Rajim, Mar 28: 

Angered by the behav-
ior of Tehsildar Pekhan
Tondre posted in Tehsil of-
fice, Rajim Advocates
Union Rajim is on indefi-
nite strike from  Feb 22
and successive hunger
strike from March 20th for
the demand of transfer of
Tehsildar to another

place. The strike is also
getting support of farm-
ers’ organizations and
farmers under the leader-
ship of All India
Revolutionary Kisan
Sabha (AIRKS)
Chhattisgarh State
Committee took out a
rally from Rajim Mandi
here and surrounded the
SDM office against Rajim

Tehsildar. Meanwhile,
the police administration
tried to stop the main gate
with great promptness by
locking it, but the crowd
of farmers opened the
gate and reached the SDM
office, where by handing
over a memorandum to
SDM Pooja Bansal, and
demanded the removal of
in-charge Tehsildar
Rajim. All India
Revolutionary Kisan
Sabha Secretary Tejram
Vidrohi, Janata Congress
Jogi member Harish
Sahu, All India
Revolutionary Kisan
Sabha members Uttam
Kumar, Lalit Kumar,
Manoj Kumar, Hemant
Kumar Tandon, Bharat
Sahu, Lakhbir Singh, and
Smt. Sita Bai participated
in the gherao programme.

Farmers support strike of advocates 
To remove in-charge Tehsildar 

Jagdalpur, Mar 28: Two-
day workshop on ‘Yuvoday
Prerak’ and capacity build-
ing training and tour was
inaugurated at the hands of
Collector Chandan Kumar
here on Monday. On this oc-
casion he hailed the work of
taking the state govern-
ment’s schemes to masses
by the workers of ‘Yuvoday’
with complete dedication.
In the two-day training at
Badal Academy in Aasna,
the Yovoday workers from
Bastar, Raipur, Bilaspur,
Kawardha, Bijapur,

Kondagaon were also pres-
ent. During this, the work-
ers were giving information
about their role in bringing
positive changes in the soci-
ety and the type of works to
be done by them for capaci-
ty building. On this occa-
sion Asst. Nodal Officer
Bastar Yowaday Ajay
Dewangan, Agrocon Samiti
Secy. Manas Banerjee, all
staff of Badal Academy
and District co-ordinator of
Yuwoday Bholaram
Shandilya and others were
present.

Two-day training 
on capacity building held

Jagdalpur, Mar 28:

A four-day residential training
programme began under Jal
Jeewan Mission (JJM) at
Ganpati Resort here on Monday.
This training is being organised
by District Water and Sanitation
Mission Block Jagdalpur,
District Bastar and All India
Institute of Local Self
Government (AIILCG) to pass
on the benefits of Jal Jeewan
Yojana in the Gram Panchayat

to the masses. SDO PHE
Department PC Jain inaugurat-
ed the programme. Dy. Director
Vishal Rakhecha, Master
Trainer T Ansari, Sankil Jain,
Shah Ahmed Khan, Dinesh
Deshrajan, DineshSingh, pro-
gramme manager, Nikhilesh
Urkude, Project Associate,
PawanSahu, Ayush Kesharwani,
Ashish Kumar and Co-ordinator
Bhavdeep Patel, Avinash, Neha
Sahu, Jyotsna Suna and others
were present.

Four-day training prog
begins under JJM
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BRIEF

Show-cause 
Santiniketan: Hours
before the convocation
ceremony of Visva-
Bharati university, the
educational institute
show-caused seven
faculty members for
writing to President
Droupadi Murmu
complaining against
the style of function-
ing of Vice Chancellor
Prof Bidyut
Chakraborty.

Seized 
Hyderabad: Gold
weighing over 1 kg col-
lectively worth over
Rs 65 lakh was seized
from two passengers,
in separate cases, at
the international air-
port here in the early
hours of Tuesday,
Customs officials said.
Based on passenger
profiling, Customs Air
Intelligence officers
intercepted one male
passenger who came
by a flight from Dubai
and on searching the
passenger, three cap-
sules of gold in paste
form weighing 840 gm
(approximately Rs
51.24 lakh value) was
found concealed in
rectum, a release from
Customs said.

Mishap
Hardoi: Five people
were killed and four
injured in a collision
between an autorick-
shaw and a car on the
Lucknow-Hardoi
Highway, police said
on Tuesday. While the
five victims died on
the spot, the injured
were rushed to a hos-
pital where their con-
dition is stated to be
stable, they said.

Resign
Bilaspur: Muskan,
the youngest Zila
parishad chairperson
in Himachal Pradesh
from Bilaspur, on
Monday resigned
from her post. She
won as an
Independent candi-
date at the age of 20
years, three years ago
and was later elected
to the post of Zila
Parishad Chairman
with the support of
the BJP.

Airlifted 
Jammu: The Indian
Air Force’s ‘Kargil
Courier’ service air-
lifted over 3,000
stranded passengers
during the closure of
the 434-kilometre-
long Srinagar-Leh
National Highway
this winter, an offi-
cial said on Tuesday.

Proposal 
New Delhi: The
Centre has received a
proposal from the
Maharashtra govern-
ment for the renam-
ing of Mumbai
Central Terminus
after Nana
Shankarsheth, but no
decision has been
taken on it yet, the
Lok Sabha was in-
formed. Union
Minister of State for
Home Nityanand Rai
said the decision in
such matters is taken
after due consideration
of the recommendation
of various government
agencies and other rele-
vant factors.

President Droupadi
Murmu during her visit to
Belur Math, in Howrah
district, Tuesday.

New Delhi, Mar 28 (PTI): 

Why no eminent lawyer
of the Congress came to
the aid of Rahul Gandhi
when he was convicted in
a defamation case leading
to his disqualification
from Parliament, Union
Minister Anurag Thakur
asked on Tuesday and
wondered if it was deliber-
ate and part of a conspira-
cy within the party.

Thakur, addressing the
media, also described
Gandhi as a “loose can-
non” and a “serial offend-
er” who has seven cases of
defamation in various
courts even after being
cautioned by the apex
court.

The Information and
Broadcasting Minister
made it clear that neither
the government nor the
Lok Sabha secretariat had
any role to play in the for-
mer Congress president’s
disqualification from the
Lok Sabha.

Thakur said that accord-
ing to the Representation
of the People Act, Rahul
Gandhi stood disqualified
the moment he was sen-

tenced to a two-year jail
term in a criminal defama-
tion case.

The senior BJP leader
wondered why none of the
eminent lawyers sent by
the Congress to the Rajya
Sabha could be of any help
in the defamation case
against Gandhi.

“Was it deliberate? Is
there a conspiracy within
the Congress? It is surpris-
ing that an entire battery
of lawyers came to the res-
cue of Pawan Khera with-
in an hour. Why did the
Congress leader not move
court in support of Rahul
Gandhi? This is a big ques-
tion,” Thakur said.

“Who are these persons
who hatched the conspira-
cy against Rahul Gandhi,”

the Union minister asked.
Thakur said that even

after issuing a written
apology to the Supreme
Court, Gandhi continued
to make defamatory re-
marks against communi-
ties, people and organisa-
tions like the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS).

He also slammed
Gandhi for speaking
harshly to a journalist
during a press conference
on Saturday.

“Some people do not
know that the person who
was spoken harshly to had
covered the Congress
party for 15 years. He
lashed out at the journalist
and still he talks of free-
dom of the press,” the
Union minister said.

Thakur dismissed sug-
gestions that the BJP was
over-obsessed with
Gandhi and said it was the
Congress that has been un-
able to come out of the in-
fluence of the Gandhi fam-
ily.

He also accused the
Congress of derailing the
ongoing Budget Session of
Parliament after it re-

alised that the BJP would
insist on an apology from
Gandhi for his remarks
“maligning India” on for-
eign soil.

The minister also reject-
ed the opposition charge
that the BJP government
was on the defensive on
the Adani issue and said
that SBI, LIC, RBI, SEBI
had come out with state-
ments on the matter.

He said Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman too had made
a statement on the issue
and an investigation by a
Supreme Court-appointed
committee was underway.

“There is nothing to
hide. Our institutions are
strong. We have to trust
them. Had this not been
the case, everything would
be haywire,” he said.

Thakur slammed the
Congress party and
claimed that it was ob-
sessed with Gandhi family
and prioritised them over
the nation.

“Since 2013, 12 lawmak-
ers have lost their
Parliament membership
due to their involvement
in a criminal offence.

‘Is Rahul victim of
Congress conspiracy’

Anurag Thakur

PRAYERS FOR WELLBEING

Devotees arrive to offer prayers at a Kali Mata temple during the ‘Chaitra Navratri’
festival, in Jammu, Tuesday. 

Singur (WB), Mar 28 (PTI): 

Asserting that the
Centre has been depriving
West Bengal of its share of
the Goods and Service Tax
collected from the state,
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee on Tuesday said
that the decision to sup-
port the passage of the
GST Bill was wrong.

Banerjee, also the
Trinamool Congress
supremo, said that she had
supported the passing of
the GST Bill thinking that
it would benefit the states.

She was addressing a
programme here in
Hooghly district to launch
the ‘Pathashree -
Rastashree’ scheme for
constructing around
12,000 kilometres of roads
in rural areas of the state.

“It was our mistake to
support the passing of the
GST (Bill). I had thought
that the states would bene-
fit from it. But, the Centre
is collecting all the taxes
and not giving us our
share of it,” Banerjee said.

The GST was launched
across the country on July
1, 2017. The primary mo-
tive was the “one country

one tax” enabling the
Centre to collect tax at
once. The TMC had ‘in
principle’ supported the
Narendra Modi govern-
ment when this tax frame-
work was introduced.

The BJP-led central gov-

ernment has stopped re-
leasing funds for the 100
days work scheme, schol-
arships for the OBC stu-
dents and various other
programmes, she said at
the event organised by the
state panchayat and rural

development department.
From Wednesday,

Banerjee will start a two-
day sit-in demonstration
in Kolkata protesting
against the BJP-led Union
government’s alleged dis-
criminatory attitude to-
wards West Bengal

She would also demand
that the Centre release
funds for the MGNREGA
project and other initia-
tives of the housing and
road departments.

Launching the
‘Pathashree - Rastashree’
scheme ahead of the pan-
chayat election, Banerjee
said that the entire expen-
diture of Rs 3.75 thousand
crores for constructing
rural roads would be
borne by the state and not
the central government.

Under the scheme,
around 12,000 km of roads
will be constructed or re-
constructed in 29,475 vil-
lages of the state, a senior
official of the Panchayat
and Rural Development
department said.

Twenty-two districts
will benefit from this proj-
ect as 8,767 roads have
been approved under this
scheme, he said.

‘TMC’s decision to support GST Bill wrong’

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee during the
foundation stone laying of road projects, in Singur,
Tuesday.

Kolkata, Mar 28 (PTI): 

The BJP protested in
Kolkata on Tuesday, alleg-
ing that the state govern-
ment was not doing
enough to mitigate the
losses being faced by pota-
to farmers due to bumper
harvest this year.

Leader of opposition
Suvendu Adhikari led a
rally from College Square

to Rani Rashmoni Road
over the issue. Armed
with posters and placards,
BJP members marched on
the streets wearing gar-
lands made with potatoes.

“The state government
has completely failed to
protect the interest of the
farmers. The potato farm-
ers are not getting the
price of their produce
while TMC leaders are
busy indulging in corrup-
tion. The farmers are fac-

ing a tough time, and the
government is wasting
public money fighting
cases to stop CBI and ED
investigations,” he al-
leged. Adhikari said the
state government should
take immediate steps to
compensate the potato
farmers for their losses.

“Farmers in various
parts of the state are
dying. The TMC govern-
ment can’t be just a mute
spectator,” he said.

BJP protests in Kolkata over owes of potato farmers
Due to bumper harvest

Bhubaneswar, Mar 28 (PTI): 

Opposition BJP and
Congress Tuesday asked
the Odisha government to
table the reports of two
panels on Mahanadi water
dispute with Chhattisgarh
in the Assembly before
holding a special discussion
on the issue.

The matter was raised by
Leader of Opposition
Jaynarayan Mishra of BJP
during the Zero Hour. He
said that two committees,
one by the leader of the
House - chief minister and
another by Assembly
Speaker, were constituted
when the entire state ex-
pressed concern over neigh-
bouring Chhattisgarh con-
structing barrages illegally
and blocking free flow of
Mahanadi water.

In December, 2017, two
panels were constituted and
the committees visited the
areas where Chhattisgarh
had constructed the bar-
rages. However, the
Assembly was not aware

what were the findings of
both the teams, Mishra
said.

The LoP also said a five
member legal panel was
also set up by the state gov-
ernment to oversee the
Mahanadi water dispute
matter in the tribunal. The
House would like to know
how much money is spent
and the reason behind the
extension of the tenure of
the tribunal. Noting that he
has served a notice for a de-
tailed discussion on the
Mahanadi water dispute
through a motion in the
House, Congress legislature
party (CLP) leader
Narasingha Mishra said
though two panels were
formed, there has been no
meetings. “This (not hold-
ing meetings) speaks how
serious the government
was for resolving the water
dispute. The water re-
sources minister has also
no given any statement in
the House despite a ruling
by the Speaker,” the
Congress veteran said.

The speaker, however,
said that the minister has
not given the statement as
the House is likely to take
up a full-fledged discussion
on the matter.

Mishra also targeted
Union Minister of State for
Jal Shakti Bisheswar Tudu,
who hails from Odisha. “It
is understood that the
Union Minister despite
being from the state has not
intervened in the matter,”
he said.

Earlier, the ruling BJD
members had stalled pro-
ceedings of the House over
Mahanadi water dispute
and accused the BJP led
Central government and
previous UPA government
for not resolving the
Mahanadi water dispute.
BJD MLA Debi Prasad
Mishra accused both the
BJP and the Congress of
not being sincere to resolve
the issue even as people in
15 of the state’s 30 districts
suffer due to erratic flow of
water in downstream of
Mahanadi.

Oppn to Odisha Govt

‘Table House panel reports on Mahanadi
water dispute in Assembly’

ARRIVAL OF SUMMER 

A potter arranges clay pots which are popularly used to store drinking water during
the summer season, at a village on the outskirts of Ahmedabad, Tuesday.

New Delhi, Mar 28 (PTI): 

Former vice president M
Venkaiah Naidu on Tuesday
said it was unfortunate that
V D Savarkar’s name was
being “blackened needless-
ly” by those who seem to be
ignorant of his “matchless
sacrifice” during the free-
dom struggle. Without nam-
ing anyone, he said the
country’s heroes and nation-
alists deserve utmost re-
spect.

“Those who criticise Veer
Savarkar should first in-
form themselves of his con-
tribution and selfless sacri-
fice in the cause of the free-
dom struggle, before they at-

tempt to tarnish his reputa-
tion,” Naidu said in a
Facebook post. His remarks
come amid a political row

over Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi using Savarkar’s
name to hit out at the ruling
BJP. As the BJP stepped up
attack on Rahul and sought
his apology for “maligning”
India on his recent tour to
the UK, the former Congress
president had said he was
“not Savarkar” and would
not apologise. “...our politi-
cal differences should not
cloud our perceptions and
lead to extreme positions
which are patently false,”
Naidu said. Former
Maharashtra chief minister
Uddhav Thackeray and NCP
chief Sharad Pawar have
asked Rahul Gandhi not to
target Savarkar, a revered

figure in Maharashtra. “It is
unfortunate that this iconic
patriot who has been a great
source of inspiration to mil-
lions of his countrymen, is
being denigrated and his
name, blackened needlessly
by those who seem to be ig-
norant of his matchless sac-
rifice during the freedom
struggle,” Naidu wrote.

He recalled that for his
role as a freedom fighter and
a revolutionary, Savarkar
suffered “heinous torture”
at the hands of the British
and spent years in Cellular
Jail in the Andamans in a
tiny cell in extremely harsh
conditions without ventila-
tion or toilet facilities.

‘Savarkar’s name being ‘blackened’
by those ignorant of his sacrifice’

M Venkaiah Naidu

Jammu, Mar 28 (PTI): 

The Congress’ campaign
following Rahul Gandhi’s
“hasty disqualification”
from the Lok Sabha is
meant to safeguard democ-
racy and highlight corrup-
tion in the country, senior
leader Ajay Maken said on
Tuesday.

The former Union minis-
ter also reiterated the
party’s demand for setting

up a Joint Parliamentary
Committee (JPC) to probe
into the allegations against
the Adani Group.

“Look at the sequence of
events, which culminated
in the hasty disqualifica-
tion of Gandhi — who
raised serious questions on
the links between (Prime
Minister Narendra) Modi
and Adani in Parliament.
Instead of getting answers,
he was disqualified which

we see as democracy-dis-
qualified.

“Our fight is not for
Rahul (Gandhi) but it is
meant to safeguard democ-
racy in the country. We will
continue our protest to ex-
pose corruption and safe-
guard the interests of the
common citizens, who are
becoming victims of crony
capitalism,” Maken told re-
porters at the Congress’
headquarters here. Gandhi

was on March 23 sentenced
to two years in jail by a

Surat court in a 2019 crimi-
nal defamation case. The
two-year jail term trig-
gered his disqualification
as a Lok Sabha member
from the date of the 
verdict.

Flanked by senior party
leaders, including Pradesh
Congress Committee chief
Vikar Rasool Wani, work-
ing president Raman
Bhalla and chief
spokesperson Ravinder

Sharma, Maken said
Gandhi is not fighting to
gain control of power but
to defend the country’s
democratic institutions
and its people. Pessing for a
JPC probe into the Adani
issue, Maken said the gov-
ernment should respect
the joint demand of the op-
position as JPCs were set
up twice in the past by pre-
vious regimes to make
things clear. “Why are they

(BJP) afraid of setting up a
JPC despite the fact that it
will have the largest num-
ber of members in it? “The
JPC is a must to expose the
connection between Modi
and Adani and also to iden-
tify the shell companies
that are directly linked to
national security as there
is a possibility of these
companies having direct
backing from China and
Pakistan,” he said.

‘Fight not meant for Rahul but to safeguard democracy’

Ajay Maken
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Moscow, Mar 28 (AP):

Russia’s Defense
Ministry says Moscow has
test-fired anti-ship mis-
siles in the Sea of Japan.

The ministry said on

Tuesday that two boats
launched a simulated mis-
sile attack on a mock
enemy warship about 100
kilometers (60 miles) away.
The ministry said the tar-
get was successfully hit by

two Moskit cruise mis-
siles.

The Moskit, whose
NATO reporting name is
the SS-N-22 Sunburn, is a
supersonic anti-ship
cruise missile that has
conventional and nuclear
warhead capacity.

It said the exercise took
place in the Peter the
Great Gulf in the Sea of
Japan but did not give
more precise coordinates.
The gulf borders the
Russian Pacific Fleet
headquarters at Fokino
and is about 700 kilome-
ters (430 miles) from
Japan’s northern
Hokkaido Island.

The US Navy’s 7th Fleet
did not immediately re-
spond to requests for com-
ment.

Japan does not plan to
lodge a protest to Russia
over the missile exercise,

said Tasuku Matsuki,
Japanese Foreign
Ministry official in charge
of Russia, noting that its
location Peter the Great
Bay is considered Russian
coast, though it is facing
the water between the two
countries.

“On the whole, Japan is
concerned about Russia’s
increasing military activi-
ties around the Japanese
coasts and watching them
with great interest,”
Matsuki said.

He said Russia has con-
ducted missile drills in
that area in the past and is-
sued maritime advisories
ahead of time. He said
Japan is not in a position
to comment on Russia’s in-
tention of the exercise.

Russian nuclear-capable
Tu-95 bombers flew over
the Sea of Japan for sever-
al hours last week.

Russia says it test-fired anti-ship
missiles in Sea of Japan

A Russian navy boat launches an anti-ship missile test in the Peter
The Great Gulf in the Sea of Japan. Russia’s Defense Ministry says
Moscow has test-fired anti-ship missiles in the Sea of Japan. The
ministry said Tuesday that a few boats launched a simulated 
missile attack on a mock enemy warship about 60 miles away.

INS SUMEDHA IN ALGERIA

Naval officers onboard the Indian Naval Ship (INS) Sumedha as it reaches port at Algiers, as a part of overseas 
deployment, in Algeria. 

Toronto, Mar 28 (PTI):

The statue of Mahatma
Gandhi was vandalised at
a university campus in
Canada’s British
Columbia province, days
after another statue of the
global peace icon was tar-
geted in this country by
Khalistan supporters.

In the latest incident,
the statue placed at Peace
Square on the Burnaby
campus at Simon Fraser
University was van-
dalised, the Consulate
General of India in
Vancouver said on
Tuesday.

“We strongly condemn
the heinous crime of van-
dalising the statue of the
harbinger of peace
Mahatma Gandhiji, @SFU
Burnaby campus,” the
Consulate said in a tweet.

“The Canadian authori-

ties are urged to investi-
gate the matter urgently
and bring the perpetrators
to justice swiftly
@MEAIndia,” it added.

The incident comes
after Khalistani support-
ers defaced and spray-
painted a Mahatma
Gandhi statue near the
City Hall in the town of
Hamilton in Canada’s
Ontario province on
March 23.

In July last year, a
Mahatma Gandhi statue at
a Vishnu temple in
Richmond Hill, Canada
was vandalised, drawing
sharp condemnation from
the Consulate General of
India in Toronto.

“We are distressed at the
desecration of the
Mahatma Gandhi statue at
Vishnu temple in
Richmond Hill. This crim-
inal, hateful act of vandal-

ism has deeply hurt the
sentiments of the Indian
community in Canada,” it
said in a tweet at that time.

Canada has witnessed a
surge in anti-India activi-
ties recently by Khalistan
supporters who have van-
dalised some Hindu tem-
ples.

A Ram Mandir in
Mississauga was defaced
by “Khalistani extrem-
ists” with anti-India graffi-
ti on February 13, drawing
strong reaction from the
Indian Consulate in
Toronto.

“We strongly condemn
the defacing of Ram
Mandir in Mississauga
with anti-India graffiti. We
have requested Canadian
authorities to investigate
the incident and take
prompt action on perpe-
trators,” India’s Consulate
in Toronto had tweeted.

Second Mahatma Gandhi statue
vandalised in Canada this month

Islamabad, Mar 28 (PTI):

Pakistan, the closest ally
of China, has decided to
skip the Democracy
Summit that begins in
Washington on Tuesday,
opting instead to engage
with the US bilaterally to
strengthen democratic val-
ues, the Foreign Office
here said. The virtual
summit is co-sponsored by
the US Department of
State and USAID on the
theme of “Global
Declaration of Mayors for
Democracy”.

China and Turkiye have
not been invited to the vir-
tual summit. Pakistan’s
participation in the sum-
mit has been a subject of
intense debate for some
time now.

Islamabad chose to skip
the event so that it does
not potentially upset its

“all-weather ally” China,
officials said.

“The Summit process is
now at an advanced stage
and therefore, Pakistan
would engage bilaterally
with the US and co-hosts of
the Summit to promote
and strengthen democrat-
ic principles and values
and work towards advanc-
ing human rights and the
fight against corruption,”
Pakistan’s Foreign Office
spokesperson told the
media.

However, the Foreign
Office thanked the US for
inviting Pakistan to attend
the Second Summit for
Democracy.

“We value our friend-
ship with the US. Under
this Biden
Administration, this rela-
tionship has widened and
expanded substantially.
We remain committed to

further solidifying this re-
lationship for peace, stabil-
ity, and prosperity in the
region,” the Foreign Office
said.The three-day event
will showcase the role of
cities and sub-national
governments in the affir-
mation of democratic val-
ues and the renewal of
democracy worldwide.

On Tuesday, US
Secretary of State Antony
Blinken will chair virtual-
ly a panel session on “A
Just and Lasting Peace in
Ukraine” featuring
Ukraine President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy.

Cash-strapped Pakistan
is awaiting a much-needed
USD 1.1 billion tranche of
funding from the
Washington-based global
money lender, which was
originally due to be dis-
bursed in November last
year.

Wary of China, Pakistan opts out of
democracy summit in Washington

Tokyo, Mar 28 (AP):

Japan and the United
States have reached an
agreement on trade in
critical minerals for elec-
tric vehicle batteries,
part of an effort to diver-
sify supply chains and
reduce reliance on China
for strategically impor-
tant resources.

The deal struck
Tuesday is expected to
help electric vehicles
using metals processed
in Japan qualify for tax
incentives under
President Joe Biden’s
Inflation Reduction Act.

“This announcement
is proof of President
Biden’s commitment to
building resilient and
secure supply chains,”
US Trade
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e

Katherine Tai said in a
statement.

The Inflation
Reduction Act, enacted
in August, requires a
portion of the critical
minerals used in EV
batteries to be mined in
or processed domesti-
cally or from countries
with which the US has
free trade agreements.

Japan and the US
have no such FTA, but
the deal will grant
Japan the same treat-
ment as an FTA partner
regarding such miner-
als, Japanese officials
said. As a result, the two
sides said they agreed to
not impose export du-
ties on trade in lithium,
cobalt, manganese,
nickel and graphite all
strategically important
minerals.

US, Japan reach deal on vital
minerals for EV batteries

Beijing, Mar 28 (PTI):

India and China will
contribute to half of the
world’s growth this year,
China’s top think tank
said on Tuesday, high-
lighting that Asia will re-
main a crucial growth en-
gine with an estimated 4.5
per cent GDP expansion,
making it a “standout per-
former” amidst the global
economic slowdown.

The Boao Forum for
Asia (BFA), Beijing’s
prominent official think
tank, said in a report that
Asian economies are ac-
celerating the pace of
overall economic recov-
ery in 2023, making them
stand-out performers
given the global economic
slowdown.

The report was released
as the think tank on
Tuesday began its four-
day annual session at the
Boao village in the
Hainan province of
China.

The report titled “Asian
Economic Outlook and
Integration Progress”
said that Asia’s weighted
real Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) growth
rate in 2023 is estimated to
be 4.5 per cent, an in-
crease from 4.2 per cent in
2022, making it a “stand-
out performer in view of
the global economic slow-
down.” China and India
would contribute to half
of the world’s growth this
year, the report said, cit-
ing data from the
W a s h i n g t o n - b a s e d
International Monetary
Fund (IMF).

As a major engine of
the world economy, Asia
economies are accelerat-
ing the pace of overall
economic recovery in
2023.

IMF analysis indicates
that only China and India
would contribute half of

the world’s growth this
year, with every 1 per cent
increase in China’s eco-
nomic growth leading to
approximately a 0.3 per
cent increase in output
for the rest of Asia.
Moreover, other regions
of Asia may also con-
tribute a quarter of the
global growth, the report
said. According to IMF
projections, India is ex-
pected to grow at 6.8 per
cent in 2023, followed by
China with 5.2 per cent.

In her speech at the
China Development
Forum on March 26, IMF
Managing Director
Kristalina Georgieva
stressed that global eco-
nomic growth might fall
below three per cent this
year. “We expect 2023 to
be another challenging
year, with global growth
slowing to below 3 per
cent, as scarring from

the pandemic, the war in
Ukraine, and monetary
tightening weigh on eco-
nomic activity”,
Georgieva said. “Even

with a better outlook for
2024, global growth will
remain well below its his-
toric average of 3.8 per
cent”, she added.

‘India, China to contribute half of global economic growth in 2023’

Mexico City, Mar 28 (AP):

A fire in a dormitory at
a Mexican immigration
detention centre near the
US border left more than
three dozen migrants
dead, a government

agency said Tuesday, in
one of the deadliest inci-
dents ever at an immigra-
tion lockup in the country.

Hours after the fire
broke out late Monday,
rows of bodies were laid
out under shimmery sil-

ver sheets outside the fa-
cility in Ciudad Juarez,
across from El Paso,
Texas. Ambulances, fire-
fighters and vans from the
morgue swarmed the
scene.

Thirty-nine people died
and 29 were injured and
are in “delicate-serious”
condition, according to
the National Immigration
Institute.

There were 68 men from
Central and South
America held in the facili-
ty at the time of the fire,
the agency said.

It was the deadliest inci-
dent inside a Mexican im-
migration facility in re-
cent memory. Authorities
are investigating the
cause of the fire and the
governmental National
Human Rights
Commission had been
called in to help the mi-
grants.

39 dead in fire at Mexico migrant
centre near US border

Image taken from a video showing ambulances and 
rescue teams staffers outside an immigration center in
Ciudad Juarez, Mexico, Tuesday, March 28. At least 39 
migrants have died in a fire at an immigration detention
center in northern Mexico near the U.S. border.

Berlin, Mar 28 (AP):

Deployment of new wind
and solar power plants
needs to be drastically
ramped up by the end of the
decade to meet the world’s
climate goals, the
International Renewable
Energy Agency said
Tuesday.

In an advance preview of
its annual report on the
global shift from fossil fuels
to clean energy, the agency
said renewables accounted
for 83 per cent of new power
generation last year.
Worldwide, the share of in-
stalled power generation
coming from renewables
reached 40 per cent in 2022,
it said. But in order to halve
greenhouse gas emissions

by 2030 and put the world on
track to cap global warming
at 1.5 degrees Celsius (2.7
degrees Fahrenheit), exist-
ing targets for renewable
power deployment would
need to be more than dou-
bled, the Abu Dhabi-based
agency said. Governments
agreed in the 2015 Paris cli-
mate accord to limit the
global temperature rise to 2
C (3.6 F) ideally no more
than 1.5 C above pre-indus-
trial averages. The lower
target would prevent signif-
icant harm from climate
change but is increasingly
difficult to achieve given
that temperatures have al-
ready increased by 1.1 C (2
F) since the 19th century
and emissions show no sign
of dropping fast.

Renewable energy growth
falls short of climate goal



N avratri is a Hindu festi-
val. Navratri is a

Sanskrit word, which means
'nine nights'. During these
nine nights and ten days, nine
forms of Shakti Devi are wor-
shipped. During the nine
nights of Navratri, three god-
desses - Mahalakshmi,
Mahasaraswati, or Saraswati
and nine forms of Durga are
worshiped, which are called
Navadurga. During these nine
nights and ten days, nine
forms of Shakti Devi are wor-
shipped. Indian feminists and
modern Indian women have
begun to question this discard-
ed goddess symbolism as it has
also been used as an active tool
of patriarchal oppression.
Some of the most prominent
goddesses in other cultures
and mythologies have also
been mothers and epitomized
the life of ideal motherhood—
for example, Egyptian Isis,
Greek Demeter, or in
Catholicism, Mary?as the
mother of Jesus. But in no
other culture are little girls
worshiped as goddesses as is
done in India.

The modern goddess move-
ment turned to the reconstruc-
tion of many early traditions
for a new generation of
women who were constantly
in conflict with their patriar-
chal societies, which wor-
shiped goddesses but discrimi-
nated against and discriminat-
ed against their actual flesh-
and-blood women. Used to ex-
ploit Many Western feminists

and many women globally find
Hindu deities to be inspira-
tional and givers of inner
strength. Small pre-pubescent
girls who are worshiped on the
eighth and/or ninth day of
Navratri are often abused and
discriminated against. There
are many Devi temples where
menstruating women or
women of perceived lower
caste are not even allowed to
enter, there are many places of
worship of the Goddess where
only men are allowed into the
inner sanctum and not
women. Small pre-pubescent
girls who are worshiped as
Kanjakas or Kanyas on the
eighth and/or ninth day of
Navratri are often abused, dis-
criminated against, and 'cas-
trated' for being born as girls
for the rest of the day. consid-
ered 'impure'. She should be
worshiped after menstruation
starts.

Changing times require a
contemporary understanding
of the Goddess, we are living
in a highly polarized world,
and with movements against
sexual discrimination and ha-
rassment most recently
#MeToo which emerged in the
West but gained ground in
India, it is in the concept of the
Goddess It's time to diversify.
Almost all cultures that con-
sider the Earth as Mother
must do something to prevent
damage to the environment
around them. Some feel, "the
goddess may be a projection of
the male imagination of wom-

anhood, but women, as
throughout history, can use
the tools of subversion and
subversion to find what they
want in the symbol. "

A few years ago, Tap Route
India developed a campaign
that featured images of the
three main Hindu goddesses –
Durga, Saraswati, and
Lakshmi, but with bruises and
bruises on their faces that in-
dicate violence against
women. Were. Now the time
has come, maybe all these sym-
bols related to goddesses need
to be reimagined to suit the
present environment, and god-
dess worship of chest-thump-
ing "Jai Mata Di, Mata ki Jai"
should be replaced if not re-
placed. It needs to be a safer
and more respectful place for
girls and women.

In many homes, the girls do
not have the same place and re-
spect that the sons of the fami-
ly have. Some prominent per-
sons and political leaders of
our society are also lions in
giving speeches only on paper,
but as soon as they enter in-
side the house, they forget
what speeches they have given
outside for women's rights. It
is a matter of regret that the
constitution which can make a
woman the President cannot
make her the head of a temple.
Even today there are some
temples where women are not
allowed to enter. At the time of
the death of the male head of
the family, the turban is placed
on the daughters' heads. When

a woman dies, her daughters
or daughters-in-law do not
have the same rights that re-
main with the son or husband.
In many communities, women
cannot even touch the turban
being tied in the fraternity.
Now little change is coming.

With Kanya Pujan, we have
to take a resolution that why
the girl whom we are worship-
ing cannot become a temple
priest. At least women should
worship in the temples of god-
desses. There is logic in this, if
the society thinks, is it right?
Why can't she become the pres-
ident of the temple? Can play
dholak, can cook langar. But in
some special temples, she can-
not visit the same deity whose
songs she tears her throat by
singing songs or cooks food for
them and offers them food. It
has to be remembered that so-
ciety has to change its mind-
set, but first women have to
change their mindset.

In India, girls are worshiped
as goddesses during
Navratras. But some people
forget all this after Navratri.
Girls are exploited and insult-
ed in many places. Even today,
in many villages in India, sor-
row is observed at the birth of
a girl child. We have to change
our thinking toward girls and
women. Respect girls like a
goddess. Respecting them is as
virtuous as worshiping God. It
is also written in the scrip-
tures that God himself resides
in the house where women are
respected.
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Air Pollution's
Deadly Impact

The 2023 State of India's
Environment report revealed a
shocking truth: air pollution is sig-
nificantly reducing the lifespan of
Indians. On average, an Indian's
lifespan has decreased by nearly
five years due to air pollution,
with Delhi being hit the hardest
with a 10-year decrease. Rural
areas face an even greater loss of
life, with an average of five years
and two months cut short.The sit-
uation calls for immediate action.
The government must take strict
measures to curb pollution, as
complacency towards it will only
bring harm to future generations.
The use of petrol-driven vehicles
is the primary source of pollution,
but steps towards the implemen-
tation of electrical vehicles and
the use of solar plants could help
reduce it. It's not too late to take
action and save lives. We must
take this issue seriously and work
towards a cleaner, healthier India.

Yash pal Ralhan, Jalandhar

Robotics Education
The current unemployment rate
in various states in India are a
pressing issue that needs to be
addressed. The advancement of
technology and its increasing
importance in the job market is
an opportunity that we cannot
ignore. I believe that introducing
robotics education in schools
could be a potential solution to
this problem. If we make the
study of robotics compulsory in
schools, it will not only prepare
students for future careers in the
IT industry but also make them
more equipped to tackle the chal-
lenges of the modern world. This
initiative can potentially
decrease the unemployment rate
in the country and even make it a
leading exporter in technology.
It's time for the Government to
take the lead in introducing new
and innovative educational prac-
tices. Let's empower our youth
with the skills necessary for suc-
cess in the future job market.

MKN, Raipur

Demand for OPS
The demand for the restoration
of the Old Pension Scheme
(OPS) is gaining momentum
across the country, especially
among government employees.
The recent proposal by the
Central Government to review
the New Pension Scheme (NPS)
seems like an exercise in futility.
Non-BJP-ruled states have
already announced the imple-
mentation of the OPS, and
employees are demanding the
same across the country. The
restoration of the OPS is impera-
tive for the Central dispensation
and BJP-ruled states, especially
with elections around the corner.
The BJP lost to the Congress in
Himachal Pradesh only on the
promise of restoring the OPS.
The AAP government in Punjab
has already implemented it. The
government must listen to the
voices of its employees and take
necessary steps to restore the
OPS all over the country. Failure
to do so may prove to be a night-
mare for the party at the hus-
tings.

Rajesh Sharma, Korba

LETTERS
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Devotees arrive to offer prayers at a Kali Mata temple during the 'Chaitra Navratri' festival, in Jammu, Tuesday, March 28.

CHAITRA NAVRATRI

The Paradox of Goddess Worship in India: From Reverence to Neglect of Girls
PRIYANKA SAURAB

India's women's boxing has been on the rise in recent years, thanks
to the incredible achievements of MC Mary Kom and other female
pugilists who have followed in her footsteps. The just-concluded
Women's Boxing World Championships in New Delhi saw four Indian
boxers win gold medals, matching the country's best-ever perform-
ance in terms of gold medals. Nikhat Zareen won her second world
title, while Lovlina Borgohain, Nitu Ghanghas, and Saweety Boora
also emerged victorious. With the Paris Olympics approaching,
these performances have raised hopes that India can finally win an
Olympic gold medal in women's boxing. The dominance of Indian
women's boxers has also inspired more girls to take up the sport,
alongside wrestling, another traditionally male-dominated sport.
While cricket remains the most popular sport in the country, other
sports such as boxing and wrestling are becoming increasingly pop-
ular, with more opportunities for girls to pursue their athletic ambi-
tions. The inaugural Women's Premier League in cricket was also a
resounding success, with Harmanpreet Kaur leading Mumbai
Indians to the title triumph. Nikhat Zareen's victory was particular-
ly impressive, as she had to battle through six exhausting bouts to
claim her second world title. She defeated tough opponents under
immense pressure of performing at home, demonstrating her men-
tal resolve and fitness. The 50kg field was one of the toughest, with
35 boxers vying for the top honours. Lovlina Borgohain's triumph
was also an encouraging sign, as she broke the "bronze jinx" that
had been affecting her psychologically. Her win at home, following
a series of underwhelming results, will do wonders for her confi-
dence. However, both Nikhat and Lovlina are still adapting to their
new weight categories and have several aspects to work on. The
Asian Games in Hangzhou, China, will be held in September-October
this year, and both Nikhat and Lovlina will be favourites to win gold
medals. Nitu and Saweety will need to change their respective
weight categories to enter the fray. The Asian event will double as a
qualifier for the 2024 Paris Olympic Games. While the performanc-
es of some Indian boxers, such as Manisha Moun, Jaismine
Lamboria, and Manju Bamboriya, left a lot to be desired, the emer-
gence of three new champions in Lovlina, Nitu, and Saweety, and
some promising performances from the likes of Preeti Pawar, were
key takeaways from the tournament. Preeti, competing in the 54kg
category, toppled the top seed and last edition's silver medallist
Lacramioara Perijoc of Romania before going down to two-time
Worlds medallist Thailand's Jitpong Jutamas in a fiercely-contested
bout. The rise of Indian women's boxing can be attributed to various
factors, such as the unstinting support of parents and coaches,
along with the backing of central and state governments. The coun-
try's daughters now have more sporting opportunities, with the likes
of Mary Kom and Sania Mirza being enduring role models. This
bodes well for Indian sports as well as for gender equality. Indian
women's boxing is on the rise, with a new generation of female
pugilists inspiring more girls to take up the sport. The recent
Women's Boxing World Championships saw four Indian boxers win
gold medals, matching the country's best-ever performance in
terms of gold medals. While the performances of some boxers left a
lot to be desired, the emergence of new champions and promising
young talents is a positive sign. 

Breaking Barriers

Krishna Kumar Vepakomma

In recent years, India has
seen an impressive growth in
its digital economy, propelled
by the government's Digital
India initiative and the rise of
digital startups. As the coun-
try strives to become a lead-
ing player in the global digi-
tal arena, it faces several

challenges and opportunities.

The Rise of Internet Users
India's digital revolution

can be attributed to the sig-
nificant increase in inter-
net users. According to a
report by the Internet and
Mobile Association of
India (IAMAI), the number
of internet users in India
is expected to reach 974
million by 2025. This surge
in internet users is due to
the government's efforts to
connect the entire country
through high-speed inter-
net and provide online
services, including e-com-
merce.

Digital Payments
To promote the use of digi-

tal payments, the government
launched the Unified
Payments Interface (UPI),
which has become the pre-
ferred mode of payment for
many Indians. The introduc-
tion of the Aadhaar card, a
unique identification num-

ber for every citizen, has
helped to verify identities for
digital transactions and re-
duce fraud. The government
has also encouraged the use
of digital signatures, e-con-
tracts, and e-invoicing to fur-
ther digitize the economy.

Digital Startups
India is home to the third-

largest startup ecosystem
globally, with many compa-
nies focusing on digital tech-
nologies such as artificial in-
telligence, blockchain, and
the internet of things. These
startups are driving innova-
tion and creating new busi-
ness models that are disrupt-
ing traditional industries.

Challenges and
Opportunities

While India's progress to-
wards building a digital econ-
omy is impressive, it faces
several challenges that need
to be addressed. One of the
significant challenges is im-
proving digital infrastruc-

ture, especially in rural
areas, to ensure access to
high-speed internet. The gov-
ernment has been working
towards this goal, with initia-
tives such as the BharatNet
project, which aims to pro-
vide broadband connectivity
to over 600,000 villages.

Another challenge is ad-
dressing the digital divide, as
access to technology and digi-
tal literacy is limited in many
parts of the country. The gov-
ernment has launched sever-
al initiatives to address this,
including the Digital
Saksharta Abhiyan, which
aims to provide digital litera-
cy to at least one person in
every household.

Ensuring data privacy and
security is also crucial for the
growth of India's digital econ-
omy. The government has en-
acted the Personal Data
Protection Bill, which seeks
to protect the privacy of
Indian citizens' personal
data. The bill will require
businesses to obtain consent

from individuals before col-
lecting their data and impose
penalties for data breaches.

India's commitment to
building a digital economy is
creating new opportunities
for businesses and individu-
als alike. Digital technologies
are transforming traditional
industries, and startups are
disrupting established busi-
ness models. The govern-
ment's efforts to promote digi-
tal payments and provide on-
line services are making it
easier for businesses to oper-
ate and individuals to access
services. India's progress to-
wards building a digital econ-
omy is impressive, and the
country has the potential to
become a leading player in
the global digital arena.
While challenges such as im-
proving digital infrastruc-
ture and addressing the digi-
tal divide exist, the govern-
ment's initiatives and start-
ups' innovative spirit present
significant opportunities for
growth and development.

India’s Digital Revolution: Bridging the Gap and Creating Opportunities

Central Chronicle invites articles, write-ups, and comments on a wide range of
issues for our editorial page. Submissions should be between 800-900 words in
length. In addition, we welcome letters to the editor for this page. While letters

may be edited for clarity, we aim to preserve the integrity of the original message,
and ask that they be kept to around 50-60 words. Submissions can be sent via

email to editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com.

T he independence of India's investigative agencies, including
the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) and the

Enforcement Directorate (ED), has been a long-standing concern,
with allegations of political misuse becoming more frequent in
recent years. A plea by 14 Opposition parties, alleging arbitrary
arrests and the misuse of these agencies against political oppo-
nents, is set to be heard by the Supreme Court on April 5. The plea
argues that there is a clear pattern of these agencies being used to
target political rivals and dissenting citizens. It highlights
instances where cases are registered in quick succession to ensure
that the accused stays in custody for a prolonged period. It also
alleges that investigations slow down or clean chits are given to
politicians who have crossed over to the ruling party at the Centre.
The plea contends that 95% of the cases filed by the CBI and ED in
the recent past were against leaders of Opposition parties, indi-
cating that the fight against corruption is increasingly being used
as an instrument of vendetta politics. While the ruling party has
countered this with its claim of zero tolerance for graft, the BJP
cannot escape the criticism of eroding the autonomy of these
investigative agencies when it was in Opposition. It is essential to
understand the gravity of the issue at hand. The misuse of these
agencies threatens democracy, as it undermines the credibility of
the criminal justice system and the rule of law. The Opposition par-
ties' plea is not just about partisan politics; it is a matter of the fun-
damental principles of democracy. The independence of the CBI
and ED is crucial to ensuring fair and impartial investigations and
upholding the rule of law. Any abuse of power undermines public
trust in these institutions and ultimately erodes the democratic
foundations of the country. This issue is not limited to the present
government or political party in power; it is a systemic problem
that has persisted for decades. It is also essential to address the
root cause of the problem, which is the lack of institutional safe-
guards to prevent the misuse of these agencies. The Opposition's
plea for framing pre-arrest and post-arrest bail guidelines is a step
in the right direction. These guidelines will ensure that individuals
are not arrested without sufficient evidence and are not kept in
custody for prolonged periods without a fair trial. However, more
needs to be done to ensure that the autonomy of these agencies is
protected. The government should introduce legislation to estab-
lish an independent oversight body to monitor the functioning of
these agencies and prevent any political interference. The
appointment of senior officials in these agencies should be done in
a transparent and merit-based manner, with the involvement of
independent bodies like the judiciary and civil society. The
Opposition's plea is not just about political vendetta; it is about
protecting the independence of these agencies and upholding the
rule of law. The Supreme Court's verdict on this matter will have
far-reaching implications, and it is crucial that the government
takes steps to prevent the misuse of these agencies in the future.
If we want to strengthen our democracy, we must ensure that
these institutions remain fair and impartial, and that they are not
used as tools for political witch-hunts.

Misuse of Probe Agencies

The worship of the divine feminine has been a significant aspect of many cultures around
the world for centuries. In India, the festival of Navratri celebrates the nine forms of the
Goddess, where girls are revered as manifestations of the divine. However, this respect
towards women and girls seems to fade away as soon as the festival ends, and they con-
tinue to face discrimination and exploitation in various forms.The society we live in must
adopt a gender-sensitive understanding of the divine feminine, where the worship of
women and girls continues beyond the festival period. The birth of a girl child is still met
with sorrow in many parts of India, which is a clear indication of the deeply ingrained patri-
archal mindset that needs to be challenged. Treating women with respect and equality
should not be limited to religious rituals or festivals, but it should be a way of life for every-
one. The concept of the Goddess needs to be diversified to align with the current move-
ments against sexual discrimination and harassment worldwide. It is essential to recognize
that the divine feminine is not just limited to a particular gender or form but can be man-
ifested in all human beings, irrespective of their gender identity. By respecting and treat-
ing women with equality, we are also honoring the divinity within them.

Paving the Way for Olympic Glory
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BRIEF

Appointment

Mumbai: Axis
Securities has ap-
pointed Pranav
Haridasan as its new
managing director &
chief executive for a
three-year tenure, fol-
lowing the incumbent
B Gopkumar moving
to head Axis AMC.
Haridasan is current-
ly managing director
and co-head of equi-
ties at Axis Capital
and has over 20 years
of experience in fi-
nancial markets
across different asset
classes. Before Axis
Capital, he was with
Citigroup Global
Markets as director
and head of
India/Asean execu-
tion services.

Smart cities 

New Delhi: Public-
private partnerships
(PPP) in developing
smart cities and vil-
lages are crucial to
achieve India's vision
of becoming a USD 5
trillion economy,
Union Road Transport
and Highways
Minister Nitin
Gadkari said on
Monday. Addressing
the '8th Smart Cities
India Expo', Gadkari
also stressed the need
of developing smart
cities and villages
through the PPP
model. "(Development
of ) Smart Cities is a
success story in India.
We have got a huge po-
tential here.

Retail footprint

Chennai: Hinduja
Group flagship Ashok
Leyland has inaugu-
rated its new light
commercial vehicle
retail outlet in Tamil
Nadu under its move
towards strengthen-
ing presence, the com-
pany said on Tuesday.
The company inaugu-
rated its 11th light
commercial vehicle
dealership at
Thiruparankundram
Main Road,
Pasumalai in Madurai
on Tuesday offering
sales, service and
spares facility to cus-
tomers.

Situations fund

Mumbai: A Kotak
Mahindra Bank arm
on Tuesday an-
nounced that it has
raised USD 1.25 billion
for its second special
situations fund. The
money raised will be
deployed in equity,
debt capital and hy-
brid instruments
across sectors, a state-
ment from Kotak
Investment Advisors
(KIA), the arm of the
private sector lender,
under which the fund
comes, said.

To put 106 coal
mines on block

‘VASTRA’ FASHION SHOW

Models walk the ramp during 'Vastra' fashion show organised by North East Institute of Fashion Technology
(NEIFT), in Guwahati.

New Delhi, Mar 28: 

Public sector banks
could recover only 14 per
cent of the written-off
loans worth Rs 7.34 lakh
crore in the last five years
ending March 2022,
Parliament was informed
on Tuesday. Of Rs 7.34 lakh
crore written-off loans,
state-owned lenders recov-
ered Rs 1.03 lakh crore,
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said in a writ-
ten reply to the Rajya
Sabha. So after recovery,
net written-off stood at Rs
6.31 lakh crore in the last
five years. Replying to an-
other question, the
Finance Minister said non-
performing assets (NPAs),
including, those in respect
of which full provisioning
has been made on comple-
tion of four years, are re-
moved from the balance-
sheet of the bank con-

cerned by way of write-off
as per RBI guidelines and
policy approved by bank
boards. Banks
evaluate/consider the im-
pact of write-offs as part of
their regular exercise to
clean up their balance
sheets, avail tax benefits
and optimise capital, in ac-
cordance with RBI guide-
lines and policy approved
by their boards, she said.
Such write-off does not re-
sult in waiver of liabilities

of borrowers to repay, she
said. As borrowers of writ-
ten-off loans continue to be
liable for repayment and
the process of recovery of
dues from the borrower in
written-off loan accounts
continues, write-off does
not benefit the borrower,
she said. Banks continue to
pursue recovery actions
initiated in written-off ac-
counts through various re-
covery mechanisms avail-
able, such as filing of a suit
in civil courts or in Debts
Recovery Tribunals, action
under the Securitisation
and Reconstruction of
Financial Assets and
Enforcement of Security
Interest Act, 2002, she said.
They pursue to recover by
filing cases in the National
Company Law Tribunal
under the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code, 2016,
through negotiated settle-
ment/compromise, and

through sale of non-per-
forming assets, she added.
In another reply,
Sitharaman said, the
Department of Personnel
& Training (DoPT) frames
and implements reserva-
tion policies in services
and posts under the
Central Government for
Scheduled Castes (SCs),
Scheduled Tribes (STs),
Other Backward Classes
( O B C s ) .
"Policies/Guidelines is-
sued by DoPT are extended
mutatis mutandis to all
Central Public Sector
Enterprises (CPSEs) by
Department of Public
Enterprises (DPE).
Implementation of the
policies/guidelines on
reservation is done by the
respective CPSEs and is
monitored by their
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e
Ministries/Departments,"
she said.

PSU banks recover 14 pc of 
written-off loans in last 5 years: FM New Delhi, Mar 28: 

Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal on
Tuesday said the country's
merchandise and services
exports are estimated to
cross USD 760 billion in the
current fiscal ending
March 31. Exports grew to
USD 676 billion in 2021-22
from USD 500 billion.

Speaking at the annual
session of Assocham here,
Goyal said that at a time
when the whole world is
facing recession, high in-
flation and elevated inter-
est rates, India is perform-
ing well. Goyal stressed
that over the last 9 years,
the focus of the Modi-gov-
ernment has been on
building the foundation
blocks which are neces-
sary for an economy to
have many years of unin-
terrupted and sustainable
growth. Various steps
being take by the govern-
ment are making India

more cost competitive, be
it the huge investment in
infrastructure coupled
with logistics, technologi-
cal advancement, or the
PM GatiShakti, he said. He
also said the performance
of India's global trade has
proved the naysayers
wrong. "I can say with
great pride, happiness, and
thanks to all your efforts
that India has crossed in
its 75th year of independ-
ence, as we speak today,
USD 750 billion of ex-
ports," he said, adding the
financial year is expected

to end with a total exports
(merchandise and servic-
es) of about USD 760 bil-
lion. The minister also
said the FTAs (Free Trade
Agreements) with the UAE
and Australia have been
welcomed by the industry.
The speed of India's FTAs
did not come at the cost of
compromising the quality
of agreements and it was
done after extensive stake-
holder consultation, he
noted. "We have a string of
countries from across the
globe wanting to engage
with India today to expand
and deepen ties," Goyal
said and added the world
recognises the delta of op-
portunities that India of-
fers. Leveraging on the G20
Presidency and the edge
India has today, the need of
the hour is speedy and ag-
gressive outreach to global
markets with focus on in-
vestment, trade, technolo-
gy and tourism, the minis-
ter said.

India’s goods, services exports
to cross USD 760 billion in FY23

New Delhi, Mar 28: 

Honda Motorcycle &
Scooter India on Tuesday
said it has launched latest
version of its scooter
Activa125 with upgraded
engine priced at Rs 78,920
(ex-showroom, Delhi). The
2023 Activa125 now con-
forms to the stricter emis-
sion norms which will be
effective from next month.

"With this new model,
we have leveraged the lat-
est technology to ensure
that our customers can
enjoy a smooth and hassle-
free ride while meeting the
latest norms," Honda
Motorcycle & Scooter
India (HMSI) Managing
Director, President & CEO

Atsushi Ogata said in a
statement. The Indian au-
tomobile industry is cur-
rently working to make
products meet the second
phase of BS-VI norms in
real-time driving condi-
tions. Automobiles will
need more sophisticated
equipment to meet the
next level of emission
standards. The second
phase of BS-VI emission
norms is set to kick in on
April 1.

HMSI introduces
new Activa 125
Compliant with latest
emission norms

New Delhi, Mar 28: 

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Tuesday
said the Modi government
never took populist deci-
sions for vote bank politics
but worked for the better-
ment of people and ensur-
ing political stability in
the country. Addressing
the annual session of in-
dustry-body Assocham
here, he said, in a vast
country like India, devel-
opment is possible only
through the "whole of gov-
ernment approach" and
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi implemented this vi-
sion of "Team India" on
the ground. This is why
good results have come
from every field in the last
nine years. "When we take
decisions, we have before
us the betterment of the
country or a sector. We

have before us efforts to
put a system in place in
the country. We don't take
decisions considering vote
banks. Otherwise, GST
would have never come in
this country. We know
there is a long army of
people mocking the GST

(Goods and Services Tax)
as 'Gabbar Singh Tax' in
the country. But we never
cared for this thing," he
said. Shah said develop-
ment cannot be done with-
out the right policies,
which need to be formed
with far-sightedness.

Modi govt never took populist decisions,
ended political instability: Amit Shah

Union Home Minister Amit Shah with ASSOCHAM President and
ReNew Power Chairman Sumant Sinha during the ASSOCHAM
Annual Session 2023 - 'Bharat@100: Paving the Way for Inclusive
and Sustainable Global Growth', in New Delhi, Tuesday, March 28.

New Delhi, Mar 28: 

Retirement fund body
EPFO fixed 8.15 per cent
rate of interest on employ-
ees' provident fund (EPF)
deposits for 2022-23 at its
meeting on Tuesday. In
March 2022, EPFO had
lowered the interest on
EPF for 2021-22 to an over
four-decade low of 8.1 per
cent for its about five crore
subscribers, from 8.5 per
cent in 2020-21. This was
the lowest since 1977-78,
when the EPF interest rate
stood at 8 per cent. "The
Employees' Provident
Fund Organisation's apex
decision making body
Central Board of Trustees
(CBT) has decided to pro-
vide 8.15 per cent rate of
interest on EPF for 2022-23
at its meeting on Tuesday,"

a source said. The 8.5 per
cent interest rate on EPF
deposits for 2020-21 was de-
cided by CBT in March
2021. After the CBT's deci-
sion, the interest rate on
EPF deposits for 2022-23
will be sent to Ministry of
Finance for concurrence.
After the government's
ratification, the interest
rate on EPF for 2022-23 will
be credited into accounts
of over five crore sub-
scribers of EPFO. EPFO
provides the rate of inter-
est only after it is ratified
by the government
through the finance min-
istry. In March 2020, EPFO
had lowered the interest
rate on provident fund de-
posits to a seven-year low
of 8.5 per cent for 2019-20,
from 8.65 per cent provid-
ed for 2018-19.

EPFO fixes 8.15 pc interest
rate on employees’ provident

fund for 2022-23

Mumbai, Mar 28:  

Benchmark equity in-
dices Sensex and Nifty
ended marginally lower in
highly volatile trade on
Tuesday as losses in IT
and auto stocks were
largely offset by gains in
banking and financial
shares amid mixed global
trends. Profit booking by
cautious investors ahead
of F&O expiry on
Wednesday also dented the
sentiment. The 30-share
BSE Sensex ended 40.14
points or 0.07 per cent
lower at 57,613.72 as 19 of
its stocks declined and 11
advanced. The index
opened higher and further
climbed 295.59 points or
0.51 per cent to touch a
high of 57,949.45. It, how-
ever, failed to hold onto the
gains and fell to a low of

57,494.91 later. The broader
NSE Nifty closed lower by
34 points or 0.20 per cent to
finish at 16,951.70 after gy-
rating between 17,061.75
and 16,913.75. As many as
32 Nifty stocks declined, 17
advanced and one closed
unchanged. Adani
Entertainment, Adani
Ports, Tech Mahindra,
HeroMotoCorp and Tata
Motors were among major
Nifty losers.

Sensex, Nifty close lower in
volatile trade ahead of F&O expiry

New Delhi, Mar 28:  

The rupee appreciated 15
paise to settle at 82.16 (pro-
visional) against the US
dollar on Tuesday, tracking
a weak American currency
in the overseas market. At
the interbank foreign ex-
change market, the local
unit opened at 82.20 against
the American currency
and finally closed at 82.16
(provisional) against the
greenback, registering a
gain of 15 paise over its pre-
vious close of 82.31.

During the session, the
rupee touched a high of
82.16 and a low of 82.28
against the dollar. The dol-
lar index, which gauges the
greenback's strength
against a basket of six cur-
rencies, fell 0.26 per cent to
102.59. Global oil bench-
mark Brent crude futures
declined 0.42 per cent to

USD 77.79 per barrel. On
the domestic equity market
front, the 30-share BSE
Sensex declined 40.14
points or 0.07 per cent to
end at 57,613.72, while the
broader NSE Nifty fell 34.00
points or 0.2 per cent to
16,951.70. Foreign
Institutional Investors
(FIIs) were net sellers in the
capital market on Monday
as they offloaded shares
worth Rs 890.64 crore, ac-
cording to exchange data.

Rupee gains 15 paise to close
at 82.16 against US dollar

New Delhi, Mar 28: 

The government will
put on the block 106 coal
mines on Wednesday,
launching the seventh
round of commercial auc-
tions, an official statement
said. In the statement, the
coal ministry said it will
also be signing the agree-
ments for the 28 coal
mines auctioned under the
sixth round of auctions, it
said.

"The Ministry of Coal
will be signing the agree-
ments for 28 coal mines
auctioned under the sixth
round and launching the
seventh round of auction
of mines for sale of coal
on March 29, 2023," the
statement said.

Govt to launch 7th
round of commercial

auctions today

New Delhi, Mar 28: 

Housing prices rose 8-10
per cent in this fiscal year
and may further increase
by 5 per cent in 2023-24,
India Ratings and
Research (Ind-Ra) said on
Tuesday. The rating agency
has revised the outlook on
the residential real estate
sector to neutral from im-
proving for FY24. "The resi-
dential real estate market
continued its upward tra-
jectory in FY23 (sales
growth of 15 per cent year-
on-year for top eight real-
estate clusters) despite
pressure from higher input
costs, increasing mortgage
rates, and domestic and
global recession," Ind-Ra

said in a statement.
Recessionary and inflation-
ary pressures could impact
near-term demand slightly,
it said, but expected the
market to absorb the pres-
sure. The agency believed
demand would pick up
eventually. Overall, Ind-Ra
expected the sales momen-

tum to continue and hous-
ing sales to increase by 9
per cent year-on-year, sup-
ported by a steady, healthy
demand. "Property prices
have risen by 8-10 per cent
year-on-year in FY'23, and
might increase further by 5
per cent year-on-year in
FY24," Ind-Ra said.

Housing prices may rise 5 pc in
FY24; rates appreciate by 8-10

pc this fiscal: India Ratings Shillong, Mar 28:  

Meghalaya Chief Minister
Conrad K Sangma on Tuesday
told the Assembly that despite
infusing Rs 350 crore of funds,
the state's oldest cement com-
pany MCCL could not be
revived forcing the govern-
ment to look for private
investors to run it in a PPP
mode. The Mawmluh Cherra
Cement Ltd (MCCL) is the old-
est public sector undertaking
unit and is the only state-
owned cement plant set up in
the early 1960s (then undivid-
ed Assam) in limestone rich
Sohra but has lately suffered
making it a loss-making enter-
prise. "Since 2006 till date, Rs
350 crore has been infused
into the Mawmluh Cherra
Cement Limited and in the last
five years alone Rs 100 crore

has been infused, mostly to
pay salaries and other dues,"
the CM said during Question
Hour. "With so much invest-
ment, we are not able to
revive it. For the government
to continue investing in it may
not be possible," he said,
adding that the PPP mode is
what the government is eyeing
presently. Stating that the
government is pushed to "look
at options", the chief minister
said the government does not
want to "close it down" as a
concern about the employees.
According to the chief minis-
ter, apart from looking into
the affairs of the MCCL, the
government has also infused
an additional Rs 1,000 crore in
MeECL which was why the
government went for option of
a PPP mode to get private
investors. 

Govt looking for private
investors to run MCCL in PPP

mode: Conrad K Sangma



Did Sara Ali Khan experience
paranormal activities on
‘Gaslight’ sets?

Actress Chitrangda
Singh, who is gearing
up for her upcoming

psychological thriller
'Gaslight', has revealed that
her co-star in the film, Sara Ali
Khan, had a rather unsettling
experience on the sets of the
film during the shoot.

While the cast and crew en-
joyed shooting at Wankaner
palace, there was something
off on the sets too. Sara Ali
Khan decided to ditch her com-
mute and stay at the palace to
save her time, that's when she
experienced something that

the film's team is still trying to
wrap their hands around.

Talking about the inci-
dent, Chitrangda Singh
said: "She (Sara) said she
could hear voices in the
palace. When she went to
the bathroom, she could
feel someone pass by, like
a gust of wind. Sara
ended up there one night
and apparently the
palace was slightly
haunted so she then re-
turned to the hotel. We
don't know if it was
paranormal."

Bollywood actress
Kangana Ranaut,
who does not shy

away from speaking her
mind, on Tuesday

made an allegation
against filmmaker
Karan Johar, say-
ing that he
"banned" global
star Priyanka
Chopra Jonas be-
cause of her friend-
ship with superstar
Shah Rukh Khan.

Priyanka in a re-
cent interview
shared that she had
decided to take a
break from the Hindi
film industry after she

was being "pushed into
a corner" and got "tired

of politics".
Kangana took to Twitter,

where she shared an arti-
cle which had the title:

"Priyanka Chopra says
she moved to the US

because had 'beef'
with people in
Bollywood: "Was
being pushed into

a corner, was
tired of the

politics".

Captioning the article,
Kangana tweeted: "This is
what @priyankachopra
has to say about bollywood,
people ganged up on her,
bullied her and chased her
out of film industry" a self
made woman was made to
leave India. Everyone
knows Karan Johar had
banned her."

She even said that Karan
"harassed" Priyanka,
which caused her to leave
the country.

In another tweet, she
wrote, "Media wrote exten-
sively about her fallout
with Karan Johar because
of her friendship with SRK
and movie mafia Cruella
who is always looking for
vulnerable outsiders saw a
perfect punching bag in PC
and went all out in harass-
ing her to a point where
she had to leave India."

She further tweeted:
"This obnoxious, jealous,
mean and toxic person
should be held accountable
for ruining the culture and
environment of the film in-
dustry which was never
hostile to outsiders in the
days of AB or SRK. His
gang and mafia PR should
be raided and held ac-
countable for harassing
outsiders."

ACROSS
1. Highway exits
6. Mr. Gershwin et al.
10. Ewes' mates
14. In flames
15. Designate
16. PDQ's kin
17. Beauty shop
18. Happen
20. High blood ____
22. Achieve

23. Mexican money
24. Amtrak depot (abbr.)
25. Fish trap
26. Hinder
29. Vegas machine
30. Powder mineral
31. Go to bed
33. Psychic letters
36. Thicken
37. Free (of)
38. Ground grain

39. "You there!"
40. Hi-fi system
43. Model ____ Macpherson
44. Circle segments
45. What Moses parted (2 wds.)
47. Maple's fluid
50. Pecan, e.g.
51. Surrealist painter Salvador ____
52. Warnings
54. Transmit a TV show
58. Change
60. A la ____
61. Give forth
62. Shade trees
63. Staircase part
64. Part
65. If not
66. Scorches

DOWN
1. Grating sound
2. Not nearby
3. Distance measure
4. Possibility
5. Felt
6. Beginning part
7. Seldom seen
8. Doctors' org.
9. Ted Kennedy, e.g.
10. Entranced
11. Chinese, e.g.
12. ____ Antoinette
13. Paid out
19. Declare
21. Operator
24. Glide

26. Restless desire
27. Gender
28. Scheme
29. Mixes
32. Upright
33. Slithery swimmers
34. Shopper's delight
35. Guilty, e.g.
38. Government health program
40. Yule visitor
41. Board member
42. Voiced
46. Votes in
47. Screen ____
48. San Antonio shrine
49. Hazard
51. Thickly populated
53. Ceremony
54. Cruise and Hanks
55. Vicinity
56. Celebrity
57. Williams and Koppel
59. Unwell
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Kangana says KJo
‘banned’ Priyanka 

from Bollywood over
SRK ‘friendship’

'Bade Achhe Lagte
Hain' actress
Chahatt Khanna

said that she is fond of
travelling and also shared
her experience of visiting
the Pink City, Jaipur along
with her daughters,
Amaira and Zohairr.

Sharing her experience,
she said it is very impor-
tant for parents to travel
with their children at reg-
ular intervals.

Chahatt said:
"Travelling helps in
strengthening the bond be-
tween parents and chil-
dren. In today's times,
most parents get extreme-
ly occupied with their pro-
fessional lives. The few
hours that we manage to
set aside for our children
every day are not enough.
When you travel with your
children, you get to know
them better."

"You also make them re-
alise the importance of
travelling to new places
and being outdoors. Very
few things in our life con-
tribute to our growth as

much as travelling does,"
she said. The actress, who
is known for her shows
such as 'Kumkum',
'Kaajjal', 'Qubool Hai', and
many more, said she had
been to Jaipur earlier,
however, it was Amaira's
first visit to the city. This is
the reason, she made a
complete list of places be-
fore starting her trip
where she can take her
daughter. "I was particular
about taking Amaira to
places she would enjoy vis-
iting. Although I had visit-
ed Jaipur a couple of
times in the past, I got to
discover many wonderful
things which I had not
come across earlier. One of
our most memorable visits
was to the Albert Hall
Museum which happens
to be the oldest museum
that is based in
Rajasthan," she said.

Chahatt said: "Amaira
was highly amused to see
the historical artefacts
and other elements in the
museum that took one
back to a bygone era."

Chahatt Khanna shares
why she likes to travel

with her daughters

Hiba Nawab is a ver-
satile actress who
has been associat-

ed with the television in-
dustry from a very young
age. She is currently play-
ing Sayuri in the Star
Bharat tv show Woh Toh
Hai Albela. The show re-
cently reached the mile-
stone of 300 episodes, and
the entire cast is ecstatic
about it. Hiba Nawab
spoke up about her jour-
ney and how her charac-
ter, "Sayuri," has devel-
oped during the course of
the show so far.

On talking about the
same She says, "For the
past few years, as I've
been playing the role of
'Sayuri,' I've seen her per-
sonality change and de-
velop in a way that makes
me feel a great connec-
tion to my character.
Sayuri is a young woman
with unique viewpoints
and thoughts on her life
and motivations. After
getting married, her
small world enlarges as
she begins a new family.
She was initially quiet

and reserved, but after
becoming a mother, she
has developed into a
woman who is both re-
silient and strong”.

She further adds, “As
shown by my character,
Sayuri, "Motherhood is a
lovely aspect in a woman,
and I feel amazing to be

portraying such a charac-
ter since it's tender and
also touches the heart of
the viewers. Even though
I am not a mother in real
life, I can feel every feel-
ing a mother has when
portraying this character.
Well, this is something
new for me, and I feel like
it's been good. I'm in awe
of how far the show has
progressed and how we
have now surpassed the
300-episode mark. I hope
there are many more
events like this, and that
we hit even more signifi-
cant milestones.”

Woh Toh Hai Albela’
has kept the audience
hooked with unexpected
twists. The show has cre-
ated a lot of buzz with its
current track in the show.
The show depicts a love
story between Kanha and
Sayuri portrayed by
Shaheer Sheikh and Hiba
Nawab respectively.

To know more about
the upcoming twists, stay
tuned every Monday to
Friday at 9 PM only on
Star Bharat.

Hiba Nawab from ‘Woh Toh Hai Albela’ gets
candid about her character's evolution 

On April Fool’s Day,
which is celebrated
annually on 1st

April, is widely popular for
playing pranks. It disrupts
your routine schedule in a
fun way. &TV artists in-
cluding Aayudh
Bhanushali (Krishna,
Doosri Maa), Gazal Sood
(Kate Singh, Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan), and
Rohitashv Gour
(Manmohan Tiwari,
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai) rec-
ollect some hilarious mem-
ories of pranking their co-
stars. Aayudh Bhanushali,
essaying Krishna, shares,
“On the sets, people refer
to me as a prankster. I leave
no opportunity to prank on
my co-stars and make oth-
ers laugh. My mother occa-
sionally gets upset with my
naughtiness, but April
Fool's Day (laughs) should

be an exception. I am clos-
est to Neha Didi (Neha
Joshi), who plays my moth-
er in the show. My pranks

irritate her. Recently, we
were shooting for an in-
tense scene and the mo-
ment they called us for the
scene, I splattered ink on
her saree. I will never for-
get her expression at the
time. She got so panicked
that she called our
Assistant Director and re-
quested a change, as she
was wearing a light-
coloured saree. But the ink
vanished soon. I was
rolling on the floor with
laughter. It was a gel ink
that disappeared complete-
ly. I am planning a prank
with her for April Fool's
Day this year, but I won't
reveal it here because it
won't have the desired ef-
fect (laughs).”

Gazal Sood essaying
Kate Singh, says, “On our
set, Yogesh Ji (Daroga
Happu Singh) is a

prankster. He always
makes us laugh with his
funny pranks. But one day,
I decided to play a prank
on him, and it went well
(laughs). While shooting a
scene, I said, ‘Aapki muc-
che thodi tedhi lag rahi
hai’. He quickly called his
makeup artist and asked
him to fix it. After a while,
I told him again, ‘Aapki
mooche abhi bhi thodi
tedhi lag rahi hai’. He
asked for a mirror and re-
quested the makeup artist
to fix it again. He became
so conscious after a while
that he began asking me if
the moustaches are fine.
He also went to our direc-
tor and ask if the mous-
taches looked fine in cam-
eras to which he replied,
‘theek lag rahi hai, par aap
phirse fix karna chaho to
kar sakte ho’.

TV actors reveal their hilarious pranks!

Does art imitate life,
or does life imitate
art? The latter

seems to be coming true
for Sony SAB’s Amrita
from Dil Diyaan Gallaan.
Working on a show like Dil
Diyaan Gallaan, which
showcases a family torn
apart by misunderstood
circumstances, hurt emo-
tions, and inherent beliefs
has helped Kaveri Priyam
realize the importance of
her relationships and how
communication is key.

Kaveri Priyam shared
how relationships in life
have had an impact on her
after portraying the char-
acter of Amrita in Dil
Diyaan Gallaan,

“It’s been a while since I
started playing the charac-
ter of Amrita, and I must
say that the way the show
has depicted life's com-

plexities and showcases
how humans drift away
due to miscommunica-
tions is beyond commend-
able.

I’ve found a new family in
'Dil Diyaan Gallaan’
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Chennai, Mar28:

Among Indian Premier
League's 10 teams,
Mahendra Singh Dhoni's
Chennai Super Kings
(CSK) remain sentimental
favourite of the fans, pri-
marily because of the man
at the helm. The 41-year-
old Dhoni, with his
bulging biceps and never
diminishing flash reflexes,
remains a top draw even
though his batting
prowess hasn't got requi-

site return. Yet, having led
the team to four titles and
nine finals, his mere pres-
ence makes the opposition
try to think out of the box.
No one knows what to do
with the tangibles as much
as the man from Ranchi
does and in what could be
his last season as a profes-
sional cricketer, he might
still have some aces up his
sleeves. With IPL return-
ing to its familiar home
and away format, CSK will
get to play seven games at

'Fortress Chepauk' this
season. After failing to
qualify for the play-offs
last season, Dhoni, who
took back the captaincy
from an angry Ravindra
Jadeja, would certainly
like to go out on a high. If

he plans to quit also, one
can never be sure about
'Captain Marvel'. In IPL, it
will always be foolhardy to
keep CSK out of con-
tention and this edition
will be no different. And
with star England all-

rounder Ben Stokes in
their ranks, CSK will have
an imposing look.

OPPORTUNITY
In the fast bowling de-

partment, young
Simarjeet Singh, who is
deceptively quick, and
Lasith Malinga's 'action
doppelganger' Matheesa
Pathirana will get a
chance to stamp their
class. Pathirana briefly
showed that his slinging
action could create trouble
for the batters. Of late, he
hasn't been a part of the
Sri Lankan squad and has
been playing domestic
cricket after ILT20 in UAE.
But in CSK, it is about
players Dhoni believes
could do the job for his
side and Pathirana, if fit,
seems to be one of those.
Dhoni, a master strategist,
could also use 'Impact
Player' rules better than
many in case of overseas
recruits. He could easily
field three foreign players
during batting innings
and then include the
fourth during bowling in-
nings.In that case, some-
one like a Mitchell
Santner might prove to be

a handful on Chepauk
track.

THREAT
The biggest threat for

CSK is their ageing unit
and Dhoni hasn't yet pro-
duced any second line of
potent Indian batters.
Players like Rayudu or
Rahane might just find it
difficult to up the ante in
high-scoring games. The
other issue will be lack of
quality Indian spinners
that will be a worry for
Dhoni. One of the reasons
is Jadeja's slightly under-
whelming T20 record in re-
cent times. While Jadeja
has been a revelation at
No. 5 or 6 in Test matches,
the same can't be said
about his left-arm spin as
far as T20 cricket is con-
cerned. If one checks the
records, there are innu-
merable examples where
Dhoni hasn't used Jadeja's
quota of overs. There are a
few left-arm spinners like
U-19 World Cup winner
Nishant Sindhu and
Chattisgarh's Ajay Mandal
but it is unlikely that
Dhoni will try a rookie in a
high-pressure tournament
if he is not convinced.

IPL 2023: CSK return to fortress
Chepauk, MSD eyes milestone

STRENGTH
The presence of Ben
Stokes will give CSK a dif-
ferent look as his power-
hitting could change com-
plexion of any game. Also,
on slow Chepauk track, he
can produce a magical
over or two and at times
hurry the batters with his
effort deliveries. Seven
home games at Chepauk
where a Ravindra Jadeja or
a Moeen Ali could prove to
be very effective on tacky
tracks where run-scoring
could be difficult. Devon
Conway and Ruturaj
Gaikwad look one of the
most settled pairs among
all teams. Ambati Rayudu,
Stokes, Dhoni and Jadeja
will form a solid batting
core and for low-scoring
games, they have Ajinkya
Rahane, who could be
used as an 'Impact Player'.

WEAKNESS
Mukesh Chaudhary being
ruled out of the tourna-
ment due to injury is a
big setback for CSK after
his fine performance last
season. Deepak Chahar,
who has also had recur-
ring back and hamstring
issue, remains untested
in match conditions, hav-
ing missed the entire
domestic season.
Chahar's last injury was
a grade 3 quadriceps tear
and it is difficult to know
how well his rehabilita-
tion has been unless he is
tested in match situation.
He will also be a con-
tender for ODI World Cup
but Chahar, at this point,
won't be thinking that far
ahead and would like to
have a good IPL tourna-
ment.

Stars who will miss IPL 2023
The Indian Premier League 2023 is all set to commence from Friday, March 31,
when defending champions Gujarat Titans take on four-time champions Chennai
Super Kings in Ahmedabad. The teams are working out the permutations and
combinations and that includes finding a way around player injuries. Stars like
Jasprit Bumrah, Rishabh Pant and Shreyas Iyer will miss the season due to injury,
In addition to these stars, many franchises will miss key players for IPL 2023.

For years, Bumrah has
played a vital part in
Mumbai Indians's success.
This season, Bumrah will
miss the IPL for the first
time since his debut in
2013. Recurring back
injuries have forced Bumrah
to opt out of several inter-
national tournaments. Last
year, he was ruled out of
the T20 World Cup.
According to reports,
Bumrah might be out of
action for most of this year.

In Bumrah's absence, MI
will hope English star pacer
Jofra Archer can fill the
void.

Jasprit Bumrah

The pacer was integral to
Rajasthan Royals reaching
the IPL 2022 final. He
bowled exceptionally well
last season, picking 19
wickets from 17 games and
would have been integral to
RR's plan to build on the
success. Krishna will miss
the entire season following
surgery for a lumbar stress
fracture. Sandeep Sharma
will represent Rajasthan
Royals this season after

being signed as a replace-
ment for Krishna.

Prasidh Krishna
Royal Challengers
Bangalore's top-order batter
has been in fabulous form in
domestic cricket for the last
couple of seasons. Patidar,
who played a crucial role in
the tournament's final stages
for RCB last season, is cur-
rently undergoing rehab at
the National Cricket Academy
in Bengaluru. He could miss
the first half of the IPL owing
to a heel injury. In addition to
Patidar, RCB will also miss

Australian speedster Josh
Hazelwood who continues to
recover from Achilles ten-
donitis, adding to the Faf du
Plessis-led team's woes.

Rajat Patidar

Delhi Capitals Head Coach
Ricky Ponting has said it
would be tough for the team
without their skipper and
star batter Rishabh Pant
who will miss this season
due to the serious injuries
he sustained during a road
accident in December.
Ponting made it clear that
Pant is irreplaceable. The
coach wants Pant to sit next
to him in the dugout at
every Delhi Capitals match
during IPL 2023. In Pant's

absence, Delhi Capitals have
given the captaincy reins to
Australian opener David
Warner.

Rishabh Pant

Iyer is likely to undergo back surgery
and may miss the entire season. A
statement from Kolkata Knight Riders
was an indicator that Iyer's chances of
an early return to play looks improba-
ble at the moment. KKR have
announced Nitish Rana as the skipper
for this season.

Shreyas Iyer

Punjab Kings is gearing for IPL 2023
without their destructive batter who
has been ruled out because of his
leg injury. Punjab Kings have named
Matthew Short as Bairstow's
replacement.

Jonny Bairstow

Another pacer who will miss IPL 2023
for the Mumbai Indians. The 26 year
old underwent surgery for hamstring
issues earlier this year. Richardson
was set to join the Mumbai Indians in
what would have been his second stint
in the IPL after a previous season with
the Punjab Kings.

Jhye Richardson

WWeelllliinnggttoonn,,  MMaarr  2288  ((AAPP)):: The second one-day cricket international between New Zealand and Sri Lanka was
abandoned Tuesday because of rain. Heavy rain fell throughout the day and by the scheduled start of 2 p.m.
local time, the covers were on and large pools of water already had formed in the outfield. Umpires made the
decision to abandon the match after a ground inspection at 4:25 p.m. local time. The latest a match could start
was 7:02 p.m. but it already was clear that with rain still falling a large puddles in some parts of Hagley Oval,
no play would be possible. New Zealand leads the three-match series after winning the first match at Eden Park
on Saturday by 198 runs.

Rain 
dampens 

Sri Lanka’s
World Cup

hopes!

Bengaluru, Mar 28 (PTI):

Australian pacer Josh
Hazlewood feels the price
Cheteshwar Pujara puts
on his wicket makes him
one of the most difficult
batters to bowl to, and
added that there is a
"thrill" one gets after dis-
missing him.

Pujara recently complet-
ed a century of Test
matches during the
Border-Gavaskar series,
and though he couldn't
score big in the four
matches, he still had some
vital contributions.

The 35-year-old has
more than 7,000 Test runs
from 102 games, including
19 centuries and 35 half-
tons.

Hazlewood, who is nurs-
ing a tendon injury which
sidelined him during the
Test series against India,

added that Pujara is some-
one Australians "love to
hate".

"It's a bigger thrill for
the the bowlers (to dismiss
Pujara). I think when you
do end up getting his wick-
et, it means you have
earned it," Hazlewood said
on RCB podcast on
Tuesday.

"It means you've put in a
lot of hard work. Whether
it is the fifth ball he
(Pujara) faces... you've al-
ready bowled to him in the
previous Test matches,
you've earned that respect
and you've earned that
wicket," added Hazlewood,
who was RCB's pace spear-
head during IPL 2022, tak-
ing 20 wickets.

Hazlewood said that he
had had some great tussles
with the Indian stalwart,
adding that he was a fan-
tastic player.

Aus  love to hate
Pujara: Hazlewood

New Delhi, Mar 28 (PTI):

Indian weightlifter
Bharali Bedabrate
clinched the men's 67kg
bronze medal at the the
IWF World Youth
Championships in Durres,
Albania.

The 15-year-old lifted a
total of
267kg(119kg+148kg) to fin-
ish third on Monday night.

Armenia's Seryozha
B a r s e g h y a n
275kg(128kg+147kg) and
Saudi Arabia's
Mohammed Al Marzouq
270kg (119kg+148kg) won
the gold and silver medals
respectively. Bharali also
won a bronze medal in the
clean and jerk section with
a best lift of 148kg.

Medals are awarded sep-
arately for snatch, clean &
jerk, and total lift in conti-
nental and World
Championships, while just
one medal for total lift is
awarded in the Olympic

Games. Commonwealth
Games champion Jeremy
Lalrinnunga holds the
total (306kg), snatch
(140kg) and clean jerk
(166kg) youth men's world
records in the category.

In the women's 49kg
event, Koyel Bar finished
ninth with a total lift of
144kg (64kg+80kg).

Mina Santa, who lifted
153kg (70kg+83kg), fin-
ished 13th in the women's
55kg event.

Lifters between the age
of 13-17 are eligible for
youth competitions.

Indian lifter Bharali
Bedabrate bags World
Youth C’ships bronzeMiami Gardens, Mar 28 (AP):

Third-ranked Stefanos Tsitsipas
beat Chilean qualifier Cristian
Garin 6-3, 4-6, 6-4 at the Miami
Open, the Greek's first on-
court action after a bye and
walkover in the opening
rounds. In women's competi-
tion, 2019 U.S. Open champion
Bianca Andreescu of Canada
left the court in a wheelchair
due to a lower left leg injury in
the second set of her night
match against 18th-seeded
Ekaterina Alexandrova. There
was no immediate word on the
nature of the 22-year-old's
injury or its severity.
Andreescu was trailing in the
match when, moving across
the baseline, she fell to the
court, clutching her lower left
leg and screaming. A short
time later, she left the court in
a wheelchair to a standing ova-
tion. Andreescu had dropped
the first set 7-6 (7) and was
mounting a comeback, winning
the first two games of the sec-
ond set when she was forced
to retire, allowing Alexandrova
to advance. Earlier in the day,
Tsitsipas had 12 aces in his first

victory since an opening-round
win in Rotterdam over Emil
Ruusuvuori in mid-February. He
ran his record to 3-0 against
Garin, who was attempting to
become the first Chilean player
to reach the fourth round in
Miami since Fernando Gonzalez
in 2010.

Tsitsipas wins in 1st
action in Miami Open



New Delhi, Mar 28 (PTI):  

Scientists used National
Aeronautics and Space
Administration’s (NASA’s)
James Webb Space
Telescope (JWST) to
measure the tempera-
ture of an exoplanet
TRAPPIST-1 b of an M-
dwarf system 40 light
years from Earth.

The measurement
was close to 225 degrees
Celsius and was done by
detecting the planet’s
thermal emissions,
recorded by the infrared
sensor of the Webb tele-
scope, Mid-Infrared
Instrument (MIRI).

The international
team of scientists in-
volved in the study are

also trying to determine if
the exoplanet has an at-
mosphere or not, they
said. The study is pub-
lished in the journal
Nature.
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Santiniketan,Mar 28 (PTI):
President Droupadi
Murmu on Tuesday said
poet laureate
Rabindranath Tagore had
visualised India as a lead-
ing source of knowledge
in the global arena, while
speaking at the convoca-
tion of the Visva-Bharati
university, founded by the
first Asian to win the
Nobel prize.

Murmu, the visitor of
the central university, also
said that though she had
the privilege to visit many
institutions of learning
and eminence, but her
first visit to Visva-Bharati
remains very special as it
is associated with the
memory of one of the
greatest thinkers in this
world. “Gurudev had visu-
alised India being the lead-
ing source of knowl-

edge....”, she said, adding
that Visva Bharati was
founded based on this
principle.

Murmu also pointed out
that the national anthems

of India and neighbouring
Bangladesh have both
been composed by the
bard - ‘Jana Gana Mana’
and ‘Amar Sonar Bangla’ -
respectively.

The President recalled
her visit to Tagore’s ances-
tral house, Jorasanko
Thakurbari, in Kolkata
the day before and said
this was nothing short of a

“pilgrimage”. “Tagore had
left the comforts of city
life to come here (Bolpur
village) when it was a re-
mote area to realise his
dreams of setting up Visva
Bharati.....Young students
should follow his path to
chase their dreams,”
Murmu said.

Tagore, the first Asian
Nobel Laureate, founded
Visva-Bharati in 1921. It
was declared a central uni-
versity and an institution
of national importance by
an Act of Parliament in
1951.

West Bengal Governor C
V Ananda Bose and Visva
Bharati Vice Chancellor
Bidyut Chakraborty also
addressed the students
having assembled to be
awarded degrees at the
convocation for the year
2022.

‘Tagore visualised India as leading source of knowledge’
New Delhi, Mar 28 (PTI):  

The Bombay Lawyers
Association on Tuesday
moved the Supreme Court
against a high court deci-
sion dismissing its PIL
against Union Law
Minister Kiren Rijiju and
Vice President Jagdeep
Dhankhar over their re-
marks on judiciary and
the collegium system for
appointment of judges.

The lawyers’ body has
challenged the Bombay
High Court’s February 9
order of dismissing its
plea on the ground that it
was not a fit case to invoke
the writ jurisdiction under
Article 226 of the
Constitution. The Bombay
Lawyers Association

(BLA) had claimed that
Rijiju and Dhankhar
showed lack of faith in the
Constitution with their re-
marks and conduct. It had
sought orders to restrain
Dhankhar from discharg-
ing duty as the vice presi-
dent, and Rijiju from dis-
charging his duty as the
cabinet minister for the
central government.

Lawyer Ahmed Abdi
told PTI that the petition
has been filed with the
apex court registry on
Tuesday. In an appeal, the
lawyers body said that the
“frontal attack not just on
the judiciary but the
Constitution’’ by the two
executive officials has low-
ered the prestige of the
Supreme Court in public.

Bombay lawyers body moves
SC against Dhankhar, Rijiju 

Over remarks on judiciary

President Droupadi Murmu with West Bengal Governor C. V. Ananda Bose during the 
annual convocation of Visva-Bharati University, at Santiniketan in Birbhum district, Tuesday.

GOVT TO LS

‘No proposal 
to make Sanskrit
official language’

New Delhi, Mar 28 (PTI):
There is no proposal
under consideration of the
government to make
Sanskrit communication
and official language,
Union Minister of State
for Home Ajay Kumar
Mishra said in Lok Sabha.

The minister’s written
answer came in response
to a question posed by BJP
member Subrat Pathak,
who asked whether the
government proposes to
make Sanskrit the com-
munication and official
language in addition to
Hindi. “No, Sir. There is no
proposal under considera-
tion of the government to
make Sanskrit as commu-
nication and official lan-
guage.

Guwahati, Mar 28 (PTI):
Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC)
Rajiv Kumar on Tuesday
said that the Election
Commission of India has
never worked on the dik-
tat of anyone nor will it
in the future.

The assertion of the
CEC came following alle-
gations levelled by the
Congress that the poll
panel was working at the
behest of the ruling BJP
for the delimitation of
126 Assembly and 14
Parliamentary seats of
Assam.

“It’s not new for us, we
have to hear such words.
It is never possible to dic-
tate anything to us. Our
record is such that we
never take dictation from
anyone and never will,”
Kumar said. The ECI has

been able to maintain its
impeccable record by re-
maining firm on its two
foundations - discourse
and participation of
stakeholders, he told a
press conference here at
the end of his three-day

visit to the state ahead of
delimitation of con-
stituencies.

The two election com-
missioners, Anup
Chandra Pandey and
Arun Goel, accompanied
him. The Congress re-

fused to meet the ECI
team and submit their
representation over the
proposed delimitation, al-
leging that the panel had
failed to address queries
raised before it earlier.

State Congress presi-
dent Bhupen Kumar Bora
accused the ECI of
‘match fixing’ while car-
rying out the process of
redrawing constituen-
cies.

Whether it is the elec-
tion process or delimita-
tion exercise, all deci-
sions and reasons thereof
are shared with the peo-
ple and involvement of
political parties is en-
sured at all levels, the
CEC asserted. “In case of
delimitation also, the
draft will be published
and discussions held
again,” he added.

‘ECI never worked on anyone’s diktat’

Chief Election Commissioner of India Rajiv Kumar with
Election Commissoner Anup Chandra Pandey addresses
the media regarding the delimitation of parliamentary and
assembly constituencies of Assam, in Guwahati, Tuesday.

New Delhi, Mar 28 (PTI): 

Scientists have reported
new evidence of the possi-
bility of finding HIV
genomes in circulating
white blood cells (WBCs)
called monocytes, thereby,
identifying another of the
places where therapy
could be targeted.

These monocytes, which
are short-lived circulating
immune cells that engulf
and destroy viruses, bacte-
ria and other foreign cells,
were found to be capable of
infecting the neighbour-
ing cells.

“Our results suggest we
should continue research
efforts to understand their

role in this disease,” says
Janice Clements, profes-
sor at the Johns Hopkins
University School of
Medicine, US, which led
the study.

The team of scientists
performed the study on
HIV-infected blood sam-
ples from men and women
on long-term suppressive
therapy, they said in the
study published in the
journal Nature
Microbiology.

Current antiretroviral
drugs, according to the
study, can successfully
suppress HIV to nearly un-
detectable levels, but have
not resulted in total eradi-
cation of the virus.

NEW STUDY

HIV genomes hide behind
certain WBCs, could provide

therapy target: Study

Webb Telescope helps 
measure temperature of exoplanet,

40 light years from Earth
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