
Wall collapse
BBuullaannddsshhaahhrr:: Two workers
were killed after a wall at
a brick kiln here collapsed
on Sunday, police said.
The deceased have been
identified as Rakesh (25)
and Rajkumar (45), both
of whom were working at
the brick kiln in the
Saidpur village, they said.

Rescue 
NNaaggppuurr:: The police in
Maharashtra's Nagpur
rescued a nine-month-old
baby who was sold to a
childless couple in neigh-
bouring Chhattisgarh, an
official said on Sunday.
The Anti-Human
Trafficking Cell (AHTC) of
the crime branch rescued
the infant from Raipur
city in Chhattisgarh on
Saturday, the official said.

Clash 
HHaammiirrppuurr:: A clash broke
out between two groups
of students on the cam-
pus of the National
Institute of Technology
(NIT) here purportedly
over change in the tim-
ings of entry into its hos-
tels. The incident, which
took place on Saturday
night, came to light after
its video went viral on
social media in which stu-
dents could be seen hold-
ing rods and stones.

Suicide
KKoottaa:: A 50-year-old man
undergoing treatment at
a hospital here died after
hanging himself in the
bathroom on Sunday,
police said. Rambabu
Meghwal, a resident of
Kota district's Kherabad
area who worked as a
daily wage labourer, was
admitted in the general
ward of Jhalawar district
hospital, they said.

Appointed 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Bansuri
Swaraj, the daughter of
late Sushma Swaraj, has
been appointed as co-con-
vener of the legal cell of
Delhi BJP, paving her entry
into active politics. Swaraj
practices law in the
Supreme Court. Delhi BJP
chief Virendra Sachdeva,
in his first appointment in
the state unit, after taking
over as full-time state
president of the party,
appointed Swaraj as co-
convener of the legal cell.

Raahgiri 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Delhi Traffic
Police organised a
Raahgiri programme on
Sunday at Connaught
Place Inner Circle in
alignment with the G20
goal of creating sustain-
able and livable cities
with a focus on sustain-
able mobility, officials
said. The programme was
organised in association
with Raahgiri Foundation.

IED blast
CChhaaiibbaassaa:: A 62-year-old
woman was killed and
another elderly woman
injured in an Improvised
Explosive Device (IED) blast
triggered by the banned CPI
(Maoist) near Chiriabeda
Tola in West Singhbhum dis-
trict, a senior police officer
said on Sunday.
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People participate in ‘18k Run’,
in Bengaluru, Sunday.
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New Delhi, Mar 26 (PTI): 

Raising the pitch
against the BJP over
Rahul Gandhi's disqualifi-
cation from Lok Sabha,
Congress leaders and
workers held protests
across the country on
Sunday, with party presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge
and Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra accusing the gov-
ernment of "trying to si-
lence" a "martyr's son" for
raising the voice of people.

Countering the BJP's
charge that Rahul Gandhi
insulted OBCs with his re-
mark for which he has
been convicted in a crimi-
nal defamation case,
Priyanka Gandhi asked
how a leader whose family
has "given its blood to nur-
ture democracy" and who

has walked thousands of
kilometres from
Kanyakumari to Kashmir
with a message of unity
could insult the country or
a certain community.

"We have remained
silent but not anymore,"
she said alleging that the
prime minister and other
BJP leaders have repeated-

ly insulted her family
members but no cases
were filed against them.

The BJP, however,
slammed the Congress
and asked if it was agitat-
ing against the country's
Constitution or the law
under which Rahul
Gandhi was convicted or
to justify his remarks

against the entire back-
ward community of the
country.

With several other par-
ties condemning the ac-
tion against Rahul
Gandhi, top Congress lead-
ers Ashok Gehlot and
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury
said the issue had brought
the Opposition together
and this unity would grow
as days go by.

Kharge, who led the
"Sankalp Satyagraha"
protest outside Delhi's Raj
Ghat after the police re-
fused permission to hold it
at the Mahatma Gandhi
memorial, asked why the
BJP was feeling hurt if
fugitives Nirav Modi and
Lalit Modi were being crit-
icised. "They talk of OBC
now, is Lalit Modi OBC, is
Nirav Modi OBC, is Mehul
Choksi OBC, they ran
away with people's money.
If they are fugitives why
are you pained if they are
criticised.

Raigarh, Mar 26: 

Two girls were killed and
four injured after a speed-
ing dumper truck ran over
them in  Sarangarh-
Bhilaigarh district on
Sunday, police said.

The incident took place
near Bataupali village on
Sarangarh-Saraipali road
this morning when the vic-
tims were walking to a
pond for a bath, an official
said. Six children from
Sidar family were walking
on the side of the road
when the speeding truck
ran over them and escaped,
he said. Kavita (10) and
Anju Sidar (15) died, while
Rakhi Sidar (10) sustained
serious injuries and was re-
ferred to Raigarh medical
college for treatment, he
said. Three other girls suf-
fered minor injuries and
were discharged from the
hospital after being admin-
istered preliminary treat-
ment, the official said. A
case has been registered

against the unidentified
truck driver and efforts are
on to trace him, he added.
After the incident, villagers
blocked Saraipali-Raigarh
highway and demanded ac-
tion against the driver and
compensation for the kin of
the deceased children.

The protestors also van-
dalised some vehicles and
were later pacified by the
police and administration
officials.

Sriharikota , March 26 (PTI):

The Indian Space
Research Organisation's
heaviest LVM3 rocket on
Sunday successfully
placed 36 internet satel-
lites of UK-based OneWeb
group company into in-
tended orbits.

The 43.5 metre tall rock-
et blasted off at a prefixed
time of 9 am on Sunday,
from the second launch
pad of Satish Dhawan
Space Centre here, about
135 kms from Chennai, at
the end of a 24.30 hour
countdown.

This is the second dedi-
cated mission of
NewSpace India Ltd
(NSIL), the commercial
arm of Indian Space

Research Organisation.
ISRO had signed an

agreement with Network
Access Associates Ltd,
United Kingdom, a

OneWeb Group Company,
for the launch of 72 satel-
lites into Low-Earth orbits
(LEO).

The first batch of 36
satellites were launched
on October 23, 2022 by
ISRO, and the second
batch on Sunday.

OneWeb is a global com-
munication network pow-
ered from space, enabling

connectivity for govern-
ments and businesses.

Soon after takeoff, the
rocket sequentially de-
ployed the satellites into
multiple orbits. While the
first set of 16 satellites
were injected around 20
minutes after lift off, the
remaining satellites were
placed into intended orbits
later.

Ahmedabad, Mar 26 (PTI): 

A police team from Uttar
Pradesh came to the
Sabarmati central jail in
Ahmedabad on Sunday
and took gangster-turned-
politician Atiq Ahmed to
Prayagraj, where he will be
produced before a court on
March 28 when it passes an
order in a kidnapping case
in which he is an accused,
officials said.

The UP police team
reached the Sabarmati jail
in the morning and left the
premises amid tight securi-
ty with Ahmed in a police
van around 6 pm after com-
pleting the necessary for-
malities, they said.

Ahmed, a former
Samajwadi Party MP, has
been lodged in the
Sabarmati central jail

since June 2019. He was
shifted there from his
home state as per the
Supreme Court's order.

"A court in Prayagraj has
set March 28 as the date to
pass its order in a kidnap-
ping case in which Ahmed
is an accused," Prayagraj
Police Commissioner
Ramit Sharma said in the

Uttar Pradesh city. He said
a team of the Prayagraj po-
lice was sent to
Ahmedabad to bring
Ahmed for his court ap-
pearance the given date.

"As part of the proce-
dure, all the accused are to
be produced before the
court on the date of the
judgment and then sent
back to their respective
jails," the police officer
said. The Supreme Court
had in April 2019 directed
that the former MP from
Phulpur in UP be shifted
to a high-security jail in
Gujarat after he was ac-
cused of orchestrating the
kidnapping and assault of
a real estate businessman
Mohit Jaiswal while in
jail. He is named in more
than 100 criminal cases,
including the recent
Umesh Pal murder case,
police said.

Surajpur, Mar 26: 

Two men were killed and
another sustained burns
after lightning struck them
at a village in
Chhattisgarh's Surajpur
district, police said on
Sunday.

The incident took place
on Saturday evening when
the victims were working
on a sugarcane field in
Madannagar village under
Pratappur development
block, Surajpur Additional
Superintendent of Police
Madhulika Singh said. "The
deceased were identified as
Mohanlal Pando (40) and
Ramesh Aayam (21), while
Amit Aayam (28) suffered
serious burns. The three
took shelter under a tree
during rains. A lightning

strike left them injured, she
added. "Some locals shifted
them to the community
health centre in Pratappur
where Pando and Ramesh
were declared dead and
Amit is undergoing treat-
ment," she added.

New Delhi, Mar 26: 

A major tragedy was
averted on Friday when an
Air India and a Nepal
Airlines aircraft came
close to collision mid-air
but the warning systems
alerted the pilots whose
timely action prevented
the disaster, authorities
said in Kathmandu on
Sunday.

The Civil Aviation
Authority of Nepal has
suspended two employees
of the air traffic controller
department for "careless-
ness", according to CAAN
spokesperson Jagannath
Niroula. On Friday morn-
ing, a Nepal Airlines plane

coming to Kathmandu
from Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia and an Air India
plane coming to
Kathmandu from New
Delhi almost collided.

After it was shown on
the radar that the two air-
craft were in proximity, the
Nepal Airlines aircraft de-
scended to 7,000 ft, the
spokesperson said. The
Civil Aviation Authority
has formed a three-mem-
ber probe committee to in-
vestigate the matter. The
CAAN has suspended the
two officers, who were in
charge of the control room
at the time of the incident.

There was no immediate
comment from Air India.

New York, Mar 26 (AP):  

Keep an eye to the sky
this week for a chance to
see a planetary hangout.

Five planets Mercury,
Jupiter, Venus, Uranus
and Mars will line up near
the moon.

WHERE AND WHEN
CAN YOU SEE THEM?

The best day to catch the
whole group is Tuesday.
You'll want to look to the
western horizon right
after sunset, said NASA
astronomer Bill Cooke.

The planets will stretch
from the horizon line to
around halfway up the

night sky. But don't be late:
Mercury and Jupiter will
quickly dip below the hori-
zon around half an hour
after sunset.

The five-planet spread
can be seen from any-
where on Earth, as long as
you have clear skies and a
view of the west.

"That's the beauty of
these planetary align-
ments. It doesn't take
much," Cooke said.

DO I NEED BINOCU-
LARS?

Maybe. Jupiter, Venus
and Mars will all be pretty
easy to see since they
shine brightly, Cooke said.

New Delhi, Mar 26 (PTI): 

The Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR) has come up
with the country's first Ethical
Guidelines for the Application
of Artificial Intelligence in
Biomedical Research and
Healthcare to provide an ethi-
cal framework for the develop-
ment of AI-based tools which
will benefit all stakeholders.
According to a document
drafted by the Department of
Health Research and ICMR's
Artificial Intelligence Cell, AI
for health, to a large extent,
depends on data obtained
from human participants and

invokes additional concerns
related to potential biases,
data handling, interpretation,
autonomy, risk minimization,
professional competence, data
sharing, and confidentiality.
"It is therefore imperative to
have an ethical framework
that addresses issues specific
to AI for biomedical research
and healthcare," the guide-
lines stated. The adoption of
AI technology in healthcare is
growing in India. However, AI
as data-driven technology has
many potential ethical chal-
lenges which include algorith-
mic transparency and explain-
ability, clarity on liability,
accountability and oversight,
bias and discrimination, said
ICMR Director General Dr
Rajiv Behl.

Chandigarh, Mar 26 (PTI):

Days after launching a
crackdown against radical
preacher Amritpal Singh
and his aides, the Punjab
Police on Sunday said it has
released 197 people out of
the total 353 taken into pre-
ventive custody on appre-
hension of breach of peace
and disturbance of law and
order.

The police said it has de-
tained seven persons under
the stringent National
Security Act. On March 18,
the police had launched a
crackdown against ele-
ments of 'Waris Punjab De,'
headed by pro-Khalistan
radical preacher Amritpal
Singh. Chief Minister

Bhagwant Mann has issued
clear directions that the
Punjab Police should adopt
a positive approach while
screening persons arrested
on account of apprehension
of breach of peace or in sub-
stantive criminal offences,
said an official release here.

"197 persons out of a total
of 353 persons arrested
under preventive sections of
law have been released till
today," it said.

Director General of
Police (DGP) Punjab Gaurav
Yadav said directions have
been issued to all senior su-
perintendents of police and
commissioners of police in
the state to ensure that no
innocent person is harassed
or arrested. Investigating of-

ficers and their supervisory
officers should first exam-
ine the available evidence
and satisfy themselves be-
fore undertaking any pre-
ventive arrest or arrest in
substantive offences, he
said. The DGP said apart
from the 353, 40 persons
have been arrested under
substantive criminal of-
fences and seven persons
have been detained under
the National Security Act.

In accordance with the
chief minister's directions,
police will review the status
of persons arrested under
substantive criminal of-
fences by examining the
available evidence and tak-
ing a positive approach, said
Yadav.

Cong holds ‘Satyagraha’
protests across India

Attacks BJP over
Rahul Gandhi’s 
disqualification

Congress President Mallikarjun Kharge with party leader Priyanka
Gandhi during the party's 'Satyagraha' against disqualification of
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi from the Lok Sabha, at Rajghat in
New Delhi, Sunday.

HIT-AND-RUN

Two girls killed,
four injured

The incident took place near
Bataupali village on
Sarangarh-Saraipali road this
morning when the victims
were walking to a pond for a
bath. Six children from Sidar
family were walking on the
side of the road when the
speeding truck ran over them
and escaped. Kavita (10) and
Anju Sidar (15) died, while
Rakhi Sidar (10) sustained
serious injuries and was
referred to Raigarh medical
college for treatment

About the incident

On Rahul’s
conviction,

Tharoor sees a
‘silver lining’

New Delhi, Mar 26: 
Senior Congress leader Shashi
Tharoor today said the "silver
lining" to the two-year jail sen-
tence of Rahul Gandhi in a
defamation case is that it has
brought forth an "unprece-
dented opposition unity". "We
have seen regional parties in
opposition that in each of their
states has regarded the
Congress as an opponent,
actually come out and stand
by our side," he said.
"We have seen  Kejriwal in
Delhi, Mamata Banerjee in
Bengal, K Chandrasekhar Rao
in Hyderabad. These are not
figures that in the past had
associated in any way with the
Congress," he added.
It was, he said, the "exhibit
number one in the law of unin-
tended consequences of the
BJP action". Telangana Chief
Minister K Chandrasekhar Rao
and his Bengal counterpart
Mamata Banerjee had con-
demned the BJP-led govern-
ment without naming Rahul
Gandhi, saying it was a dark
day for democracy. 

ISRO’s LVM3 successfully injects 
36 satellites into intended orbits

ISRO's LVM3 carrying 36 
satellites lifts off from the

Satish Dhawan Space Station,
in Sriharikota, Sunday.

Scientists at ISRO on Sunday reaped another success with the
LVM3-M3/OneWeb India-2 mission as the rocket used had a config-
uration similar to the one that would be used for human spaceflight
in the ambitious Gaganyaan project. The LVM3 rocket (formerly the
Geosynchronous Launch Vehicle Mk III), Indian Space Research
Organisation's heaviest launch vehicle so far, successfully placed 36
satellites of OneWeb into orbit, earlier in the day. It had the S200
motors on board, similar to the launchers that are required for the
Gaganyaan mission, ISRO Chairman S Somanath noted.

‘LVM3 rocket suited for Gaganyaan’

UP cops take Atiq Ahmed to Prayagraj 
From Sabarmati jail 

Prayagraj Police with 
jailed-mafia Atiq Ahmed 

outside Sabarmati Central 
Jail as he is being shifted to

Prayagraj, in Ahmedabad, Sunday.

Two killed, one injured
in lightning strike

The incident took place on
Saturday evening when the
victims were working on a
sugarcane field in
Madannagar village under
Pratappur development block.
The deceased were identified
as Mohanlal Pando (40) and
Ramesh Aayam (21), while
Amit Aayam (28) suffered
serious burns. The three took
shelter under a tree during
rains. A lightning strike left
them injured.

About mishap

DEVOTION AND FAITH

A devotee performs rituals during 'Chaiti Chhath Puja', in Patna, Sunday.

CLOSE SHAVE

AI, Nepal Airlines flights
avert mid-air collision

CRACKDOWN ON AMRITPAL

‘197 released so far, 7 detained under NSA’
PLANETS ON PARADE

Five will be lined up in
night sky this week

ICMR comes up with first ethical
guidelines for application of AI
In biomedical
research, healthcare



DSCET students excel
in BEd exams 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 26: The stu-
dents of Dev Sanskriti
College of Education and
Technology (DSCET) gave
cent percent results in the
first semester exam of
BEd. Nitesh Tiwari and
Mamta Dewangan scored
83% marks to secure first
position; Mamta Soni stood

second with 82% marks
while Khushbu secured
third position with 81.5%
marks. DSCET Chairman
Vasudev Sharma and
Director Jyoti Sharma
urged the students to work
harder and extended best
wishes for their bright fu-
ture. All the teachers also
extended best wishes to the
successful students.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 26: Shri Ram
Janmotsav Samiti (SRJS), Bhilai
is organizing a grand event of
Shri Ram Navami on March 30,
for the 38th consecutive year on
March 30. For ensuring partici-
pation and contribution of every
person in this grand event, a
campaign "Ek Mutthi Daan - Shri
Ram Ke Naam" was conducted. 

The committee collected do-
nations of food grains from
every house. The collected
grains will be utilised to prepare
Mahaprasad. A grand live paint-

ing of Shri Ram Temple and DJ
Bhajan Sandhya will be the cen-
ter of main attraction in Shri
Ram Navami programme.

While addressing media per-
sons here at Sector 9 on Sunday,
SRJS Patron Prem Prakash
Pandey said that the first Ram
Navami Yatra was taken out in
the year 1986 from a temple in
Khursipar HSCL Colony. This
event was inspired by the Shri
Ram Mandir construction move-
ment. In the last 38 years, this
event has become the biggest
religious and cultural event of
Central India. 

Today, Dhwaj Vahaks from
more than 1150 temples partici-
pate in the procession. The com-
mittee has got a place in the
Golden Book of Records for this

achievement in the year 2018.
Pandey said that our generation
is fortunate to witness the suc-
cess of the struggle of 500 years
for the construction of the Shri
Ram temple. 

Pandey said that in the grains
donation campaign, food grains
have been collected from 213
wards and 7 villages of different
areas of the district. More than
92 quintals of food grains have
been collected so far.
Mahaprasad will be made from
this grain on the auspicious oc-
casion of Sri Ram Navami. 

Live painting will be the cen-
ter of main attraction in the pro-
gram this year, in which Pramod
Sahu, a well-known artist of the
region, will make a live painting
of Shri Ram Mandir on the stage.

This year a procession
will be taken out from
all the 12 Prakhands
for which the route has
already been decided.
All these processions
will reach Ramlila
Maidan Power House
from a fixed route.

SRJS State
President Ramesh
Mane, General
Secretary Budhan
Thakur, District
President Sevakram
Sahu, Executive
President Praveen
Pandey, District
General Secretary
Joginder Sharma,
Youth Branch President
Manish Pandey,

Treasurer Gargi Shankar Mishra
and others were present.

Pandey further said that in
Sanatan Dharma, charity is con-
sidered a virtuous act and they
witnessed several examples
during the campaign. He in-
formed that a door-to-door
hawker in Khursipar donated
about 2.5 kg of pulses, which
was almost equal to his earnings
of two days When the members
asked his name, he refused to
tell saying that the virtue of his
donation will be reduced if he
tells his name.  All the proces-
sions will reach Power House
Ramlila Maidan at 07:30 pm.
Display of tableaux, akhada,
panthi nacha, raut nacha, bhajan
sandhya and dharma sabha will
be held here.

Praja Sewa Samiti
organises blood
donation camp

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 26: Under
the joint aegis of Siddha
Shri Balaknath Mandir
and Praja Sewa Samiti, a
blood donation camp was
organised in which about
73 units of blood was do-
nated by the citizens.

Praja Sewa Samiti has
been organising blood do-
nation camps for the last
15 years in different
places of the city so that
the needy people could
get blood. Samiti has a
group of about 150 
people that works for so-
cial causes.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 26: On the
eve of World Theatre Day,
a seminar on contempo-
rary thought was organ-
ized for senior theatre
artists of Bhilai.
Conducting the seminar
organised by "Art and
Literature Group" of the
region, senior artist
Vibhash Upadhyay ex-
plained that to underline
the role of plays in the wel-
fare of the society,
International Theatre
Institute had declared
March 27 was declared as
World Theatre Day.

The first World Theatre
Day was celebrated in
Paris on March 27, 1962.
After that theatre artists
from all over the world cel-
ebrate this day for their

solidarity, mutual
cultural exchange.
This year, senior
artist Manimay
Mukherjee read out
the Hindi translation
of the message sent
by famous Egyptian
actress Samiha
Ayoub to theatre
workers all over the
world.

Taking the discus-
sion forward, he explained
the multifaceted benefits
of connecting children
and youth with theatre.
Stage artist and famous
film actor Pradeep
Sharma gave important
advice to the senior and
new artists of the city to
work together while em-
phasizing on street play.

Suresh Gondale said
that to become profession-

al we have to start from
zero, because right now
there just hasn't been a
sufficiently theatre-loving
group of spectators.
Remembering the old
days, the writer of chil-
dren's plays and poems,
Govind Pal told that the
old passion of watching
Jatra is no longer visible.
Today, media has also be-
come an element to dis-

tance artists from the old
art forms.

On this, Suresh
Gondale said that if the
media is used judiciously,
it cannot dominate.
Bhanuji Rao, spoke on the
need to perform dramas
by booking tickets and at-
tract children from
schools and colleges and
avail support in facilities
through various govern-

ment and non-gov-
ernment agencies.
Jayaprakash Nair
said that there is no
visible struggle re-
garding the promo-
tion of theatre in
Durg and Bhilai. He
cited the example of
Kapil Sharma for
the entire theatre.

Bablu Biswas said
that theatre artist

should pool to create a
fund to help theatre work-
ers to stand on their own
and also be able to organ-
ize big events with this
fund. Ghulam Haider
Mansuri questioned on
what did the artists give
as cultural heritage to the
previous generation? 

Haider said that the the-
atre would have to be
strong and independent

without government sup-
port, otherwise it would
have to show what they
want in the plays, which
would snatch freedom of
expression. RC Samant
and Raju Sharma also ex-
pressed their views.

In the end, Vibhash
Upadhyay said that the en-
thusiasm which was seen
inside this seminar should
also be seen in practice
throughout the year and
in the future. The workers
unitedly resolved to organ-
ise a huge project.

Here it needs a mention
that all the stage artist of
Durg Bhilai will gather on
the Muktakashi stage of
Nehru House at 19:30 hrs
on March 27 and two plays
"Aap Kaun Cheez ke
Director Hai" and "Pukar"
will be staged.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 26: Late Dau
Vasudev Chandrakar's
dream of happy farmers in
Chhattisgarh is being ful-
filled. Annadata of
Chhattisgarh is very happy
now. The farmers are very
happy with the decision of
procurement of 20 quintals
of paddy on MSP, said
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel while addressing
the 53rd annual convention
of Chandranahu Kurmi
Kshatriya Samaj and Dau
Vasudev Chandrakar
Jayanti celebrations organ-
ized at village Anda on
Sunday.

On this occasion, the
Chief Minister announced
Rs One crore for the com-
munity hall of the Samaj
and opening a new Swami
Atmanand School in Anda.
Recollecting the memories
of Dau Vasudev

Chandrakar, the Chief
Minister said that Dau
Vasudev Chandrakar was a
farmer leader. He always
worked for the issues of the
interests of the farmers.
The big decision to buy
paddy at the support price
became possible because of
Dau Vasudev Chandrakar.

The decision to purchase
paddy through the coopera-
tive society was also his
idea. Today more than 2500
paddy procurement centers
are operational in
Chhattisgarh and now the
online token system has
also been introduced.
There was adequate provi-
sion of gunny bags and the
rate of milling has also
been increased.

Paddy has been lifted in
the societies in the month
of March itself. New rice
mills have opened in large
numbers and more rice
mills are going to open this

year. Considering the de-
mands of farmers, the gov-
ernment has now taken the
decision to buy 20 quintals
of paddy per acre. In 2017,
12 lakh farmers had sold 60
lakh metric tonnes of
paddy and this year 23.5
lakh farmers have sold 107
lakh metric tonnes of
paddy.

The Chief Minister said
that till now Rs 1.5 lakh
crore has been transferred
into the bank accounts of
the common man of
Chhattisgarh. Businesses

are also booming because
of the money flow. In the so-
cial sector, the social organ-
isations have been demand-
ing support for construc-
tion of buildings. Now the
Chhattisgarh government
made a rule that land will
be made available for com-
munity buildings of back-
ward castes, SCs and STs.

Land is being made avail-
able at only 10% price and
funds are being made avail-
able for the construction of
the building. A building
has been announced for the

community recently in
Churia. Community build-
ings were needed to pro-
mote the activities of
Samaj and accordingly this
policy has been made.
People have got a big relief
due to the fulfillment of the
requirement of social
buildings. Home and PWD
Minister Tamradhwaj
Sahu was also present.

He appreciated
Chandrakar Samaj's contri-
bution on various fields of so-
ciety. Samaj President and
Mahasamund MLA Vinod
Sewanlal Chandrakar, MLA
from Gunderdehi Kunwar
Nishad, former MLA Pratima
Chandrakar, Laxman
Chandrakar, President of
Apex Bank Baidyanath
Chandrakar, Ashwini
Chandrakar, Pradeep
Chandrakar, Mukesh
Chandrakar, Kshitij
Chandrakar and other digni-
taries were present.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 26: Pebbles
Kingdom Kindergarten,
Vaishali Nagar organised
a felicitation function for
the students who per-

formed appreciably in dif-
ferent activities of the
school. Director Manila
Giri and Preeti Bose show-
ered blessings and wished
them a bright future
ahead.

Teachers and parents at-
tended the programme.
The school management
expressed gratitude to-
wards all for their support
in making the programme
successful.

BMC: GVP points being abolished
to get rid of filth in streets

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 26: Bhilai
Municipal Corporation is
making every possible ef-
fort to make the common
citizens of the city aware of
cleanliness. In this sequel a
cleanliness campaign was
conducted in Ghasidas
Nagar on Sunday. Here it
needs a mention that ef-
forts are now towards abol-
ishing GVP points to get rid
of the filth in the streets, so
that people do not throw
garbage there and the slo-
gan of clean and beautiful
Bhilai can come true. On
the other hand, fines are
being imposed on those
found spreading filth in
public places. On the in-
structions of Corporation
Commissioner Rohit Vyas,
work is being done on
every parameter of cleanli-
ness to bring Bhilai
Municipal Corporation to
the first position in the

Swachh Survekshan 2023
competition. The corpora-
tion administration is in-
structing those selling food
items in the market area
and on the roadside to com-
pulsorily keep dustbins
and keep wet and dry waste
separately, so that haphaz-
ard filth does not spread in
crowded areas. Under the
Swachh Survekshan, a
massive campaign is being
run by the Municipal
Corporation Bhilai. Along
with cleaning of road
drains, door to door
garbage collection is also
being done on time. The
role of the common citi-
zens of the city is impor-
tant in the cleanliness cam-
paign, they are constantly

being appealed to maintain
cleanliness. The Zone
Health Officer said that
people are being made
aware of cleanliness in the
areas where people used to
throw garbage haphazard-
ly. Cleaning is being done
after eliminating the GVP
point of throwing garbage
and spraying lime, bleach-
ing powder has been done
after cleaning the site.
Despite this, if someone
throws garbage, he will be
fined. Efforts are being
made to keep the site clean
and beautiful by eliminat-
ing small garbage points.
Residents and shopkeepers
of nearby areas are also
being informed not to
throw garbage.

CM appreciates scientists of Kamdhenu University
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 26: Unveiling
the statue of Dau Shri
Vasudev Chandrakar and
inaugurating the adminis-
trative building of Dau
Shri Vasudev Chandrakar
Kamdhenu University, the
Chief Minister praised the
technical efforts made by
the university to provide
cheap fodder for animals.
The University has devel-
oped a paddy straw based
complete diet palette.
Apart from this, it will be
nutritious fodder for ani-
mals and the cost of fodder
will be reduced by 35 per-
cent.

In his address, the Chief
Minister said that two fac-
tors hindering the
prospects of livestock in
Chhattisgarh are availabil-
ity of cheap and nutritious
fodder and the hot climate.
High breed cattle are un-
able to adapt to the envi-
ronment. For this reason
only, we have started the
work of breed promotion.

Along with this, the
Godhan Nyaya Yojana was
also started for the devel-

opment of livestock so that
animal husbandry could
again prove to be a prof-
itable deal. For cheap fod-
der, the university is ex-
perimenting with pellets.
We are promoting rural
entrepreneurs through
RIPA. Such units will be
established in every RIPA,
which will also have a unit
for producing animal feed.

The Chief Minister said
that Chhattisgarh current-
ly has immense possibili-
ties in the livestock and
dairy industry. By promot-
ing dairy enterprise at the
local level, the gap of de-
mand and supply in our
country can be reduced.
The Chief Minister said
that their focus is on cow

dung procurement to pro-
mote organic farming and
Cow dung paint produc-
tion.

Economic prosperity
can be brought through
livestock. The Chief
Minister also recalled the
contribution of late Dau
Shri Vasudev Chandrakar.
He said that his work in
the field of animal hus-
bandry was a milestone.
He adopted dairy as a
means of livelihood and
reared high breed cattle.

During undivided
Madhya Pradesh, he and
the then Chief Minister
Motilal Vora organized a
big agricultural fair in
Anjora and from here peo-
ple got information about

new scientific possibilities
in agriculture and animal
husbandry. The Chief
Minister said that al-
though the cows of our
Kosli breed give less milk,
their immunity is very
good. By improving their
breed, significant work
will be done in the field of
livestock.

On this occasion, Vice-
Chancellor Col NP
Dakshinkar informed the
Chief Minister about the
innovations being done by
the University. He said
that apart from making
animal feed pellets, they
have also started a busi-
ness incubation center.
Through this, fodder will
be available to the live-

stock farmers at a cheap
price.

On this occasion, Home
and PWD Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu, Durg
MLA Arun Vora, Bhilai
MLA Devendra Yadav,
Mayor Dheeraj Bakliwal,
Former MLA Pradeep
Choubey, Former MLA
Pratima Chandrakar,
President of District
Cooperative Bank
Rajendra Sahu, District
Panchayat President
Shalini Yadav, Laxman
Chandrakar and other dig-
nitaries were present.
Registrar Dr RK
Sonawane and Directors,
Deans, Professors,
Scientists and Officers
were present.
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Elaborate arrangements
made for Shri Ram
Navami celebrations 

Penalty being
imposed for 
spreading garbage
in public places

For developing cheap fodder and breed improvement

Pebbles Kingdom organises
felicitation function

Dau Vasudev Chandrakar’s dream of happy
farmers in Chhattisgarh has come true

Seminar held on the eve of World Theatre Day
Plays ‘Aap Kaun Cheez ke Director Hai’ and ‘Pukar’ to be staged on March 27 

SRJS collects 92 quintal grains under ‘Ek Mutthi Daan’ campaign 
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Raipur, Mar 26: 

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel attended the All
India Steel Conclave on
Sunday. While addressing
the steel industrialists
from all over India on this
occasion, he said that the
Government of
Chhattisgarh is ready to
enable the steel sector to
progress. Steel industry is
the backbone of
Chhattisgarh’s economy,
but from the last few years
this industry has been fac-
ing many challenges.
Sometimes costly electrici-
ty becomes a problem,
sometimes there is a fuel
crisis, sometimes the need
for cheap raw material is
deeply felt, sometimes
there is the global crisis of
Corona and lockdown. But
because of Chhattisgarh’s
industrial policy, indus-
tries didn’t shut down even
during the Corona pan-
demic. The Chief Minister

said that even at the cost of
the Government’s loss, we
gave exemption in electric-
ity so that industries keep
running. Our state exports
coal to the entire country,
we didn’t let the supply of
coal stop even during the
Corona pandemic.
Through the Raipur M.P., I
urge the Central
Government to grant coal
linkage to steel traders
from SECL. The Chief
Minister said that the con-
dition of roads has deterio-
rated because of coal
mines. Bad roads have also
adversely affected trans-
portation, making it cost-

lier. That is why, during the
establishment of any in-
dustry, roads should be in-
cluded in the project.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel said that when the
second wave of Corona
virus arrived, then the na-
tional capital and other
states faced the shortage of
oxygen, but there was no
scarcity of oxygen in
Chhattisgarh. We readily
issued licenses to industri-
alists to set up oxygen
plants. I requested the
Prime Minister to  provide
some oxygen to steel plants
as well, so that the plants
can operate. In the Corona

pandemic, laborers from
all over the nation were de-
serting, but such was not
the case in Chhattisgarh.
Because of a good industri-
al policy, industries contin-
ued to operate even during
the pandemic.

During the Corona cri-
sis, when lockdown cir-
cumstances were formed,
it seemed as if the steel
sector of the state will per-
ish, but we worked in uni-
son. The government
strengthened the steel sec-
tor and our steel industry
became the source of
strength for our govern-
ment. Even during the
pandemic, our state manu-
factured the highest quan-
tity of steel in the country.
The industrial landscape
of Chhattisgarh has com-
pletely changed in the last
four years. In the program,
the Forest and
Environment Minister
Mohammad Akbar, Raipur
LS MP  Sunil Soni, and of-
ficials of Steel Conclave
Ramesh Agrawal and
Surendra Tripathi were
present.

Ch’garh Govt is always ready to
empower the Steel sector: CM

Steel Industry performed appreciably even during the Corona pandemic because of the state’s Industrial Policy 

 CM attends the All
India Steel Conclave

ARCHERY COMPETITION

Female archers aiming at the target in the India Khelo 10-Kadam event by Chhattisgarh State Archery Association
jointly by FIT India and SAI at outdoor stadium here on Sunday.

Raipur, Mar 26: People may
face shortage of drinking
water in a large part of the
capital Raipur. On March 27,
lakhs of people are unlikely to
get drinking water in the
evening due to the bursting of
a pipeline in Raipur. Raipur
Municipal Corporation staff
began repairing the pipeline.

According to Satnam Singh
Panag, head of the water
work committee of Municipal
Corporation Raipur, it may
take time to repair the main
rising pipeline near the filter
plant. Overhead tanks will be
filled on the evening of March
27 so that people get drinking
water in the morning of March

28. Repair work will start on
the morning of March 27 after
the supply of drinking water.
Due to repairs, there will be
no water supply on the
evening of March 27 and it
will remain affected on the
morning of March 28 as well.
Drinking water supply will
remain affected from over-

head tanks in Danganiya,
Ganj, Gudhiyari, Rajendra
Nagar, Telibandha, Shankar
Nagar, Khamtarai, Bhanpuri,
Idgahbhatha old tank and
Shyam Nagar overhead tank.
Officials of the corporation
are also considering alterna-
tive arrangements for water
supply.

Disruption in water supply due to pipeline burst

Raipur, Mar 26: 

Joining the nationwide
Satyagrah movement the
Congress in Chhattisgarh
staged protest against dis-
qualification of Rahul
Gandhi’s parliamentary
membership here on
Sunday. Congress leaders
gathered in front of the

Congress district office in
Raipur and demonstrated
by singing ‘Raghupati
Raghav Raja Ram’. PCC
Chief Mohan Markam
protested by remaining
silent in Kondagaon.

P a r l i a m e n t a r y
Secretary Vikas Upadhyay
raised protest in a unique
way by locking his mouth.

According to
Congressmen it is better to
lock the tongue when
there is no freedom of
speech in a democracy.
Congressmen are oppos-
ing such ‘undemocratic’
policies of the Central
Government.

Congress City President
Girish Dubey, Mayor Aijaz

Dhebar, Municipal
Corporation Speaker
Pramod Dubey and MIC
member Srikumar Menon
and several Congress lead-
ers were present during
the demonstration.
Congress leader and
Municipal Corporation
Speaker Pramod Dubey
said that there was a time
when the British used to
punish without any hear-
ing. Exactly the same has
happened with Rahul
Gandhi, he said.

Meanwhile PCC Chief
Markam said, ‘Sankalp
Satyagraha has been
launched against dictator-
ship of Modi government,
which makes a mockery of
democracy. We will fight
and win’.

Congress ‘Satyagrah’ in Ch’garh
Cong workers protest against Rahul’s disqualification from parliament

Raipur, Mar 26: Police
have arrested three per-
sons including father-son
duo in connection with the
incident of theft from an
empty house in DD Nagar
area. They allegedly car-
ried out theft by breaking
the main door of the house
and they took away goods
worth lakhs including
cash and jewellery. The po-
lice have recovered stolen
goods and cash from their
possession. According to
information, thieves tar-
geted a house of
Rakeshdhar Dewan’s
daughter recently. They
first broke the lock of the

empty house and then ran
away with cash and jew-
ellery. Acting on a com-
plaint police registered a
offence against the uniden-
tified thieves and started
searching for them. In the
meantime Satyam Tiwari,
a resident of Kukurbeda,
an old thief, was found to
be in that area on the night
of the incident. During in-
terrogation by the police
Satyam confessed to com-
mitting the theft along
with Tirath Singh and his
father Raspal Singh. After
this the police took Tirath
and Raspal into custody.
Two-wheelers along with
stolen jewelry and cash
have also been recovered
from all three. The trio had
an old criminal record.

Father-son duo
steals cash, nabbed 
 In cash-jewellery 

theft case

Raipur, Mar 26: 

Workers of National
Students Union of India
(NSUI)-a student wing of
Congress on Sunday took out a
funeral procession of the cen-
tral government in protest
against disqualification of
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
from Lok Sabha membership.
NSUI workers took out the
funeral procession in Tagore
Nagar area of ??Raipur and
went to gherao MP Sunil Soni’s

house. The protesters had
reached near the residence of
MP Sunil Soni, raising slogans
against the Modi government
but police stopped them mid-
way. During the protest, the
workers scuffled with the
police.  The protesters said
that dictatorial decisions were
being taken one after the other
by the Modi government at the
Centre.  PM Modi has probably
forgotten that there is a demo-
cratic system in India, they
said. 

NSUI takes out funeral
procession of central govt

Raipur, Mar 26:
Children’s health and safe-
ty and everyone’s participa-
tion in their round develop-
ment are very important in
the process of nation build-
ing, said the speakers in a
workshop, organized in the
capital Raipur on subjects
related to Juvenile Justice
Act, protection of children
from sexual offenses and
child protection under the
joint aegis of Chhattisgarh
State Commission for
Protection of Child Rights,
Legal Services Authority
and UNICEF.
‘You have got the work for
the welfare of the children.
This is a special task,
which even God is watch-
ing. You must have many
friends and acquaintances
who have not got this op-
portunity. We have got this
holy opportunity, we have
to make it meaningful. Just
as we want to see our chil-
dren better and happy, in
the same way, see the suf-
fering and abused children
also, this will give satisfac-
tion to the mind’, said
Acting Chief Justice and
Executive Chairman of
Chhattisgarh State Legal

Services Authority Justice
Gautam Bhaduri address-
ing addressing the inaugu-
ral session of the work-
shop. Although an act has
been made for protection of
children and control on
their sexual abuses, yet it is
necessary to see its imple-
mentation, Justice Bhaduri
said.

The workshop was also
addressed by Chhattisgarh
High Court Judge and
Juvenile Justice
Committee Chairman
Justice P Sam Koshy,
Justice Deepak Tiwari,
Chairperson of
Chhattisgarh Child
Protection Commission
Mrs Tejkunwar Netam,
UNICEF State Chief Job
Zakaria. Prateek Khare,
Secretary, Chhattisgarh
Child Protection
Commission gave the wel-
come address. Anand
Prakash Warial, Member
Secretary, Chhattisgarh
State Legal Services
Authority, Bilaspur pro-
posed a vote of thanks.

A minor who has been
subjected to sexual abuse
needs more protection than
an adult victim, as a minor

is less vulnerable to physi-
cal abuse, social ostracism
and psychological abuse
than an adult, said justice
speakers at the workshop.

They often become vic-
tims of heinous crimes like
sexual abuse, pornography,
acid attack. In such a situa-
tion, it is the moral and con-
stitutional duty of all of us
stake holders who are occu-
pying important positions
to work tirelessly to ensure
the safety and dignified life
of these children, said the
speakers.

Short films ‘Beyhad
Sakht Kanoon Hai’ and
‘Savdhani Zaroori Hai’
were also screened on the
occasion. Mementos were
presented to the guests at
the workshop.

In the second session of
the workshop, division-
wise review of pending
cases related to Juvenile
Justice Board, sexual of-
fenses and child protection
was done. Senior officials
greatly appreciated the
work done in the direction
of child protection. High
Court Judges, District and
Sessions Judges, members
of the Chhattisgarh State
Child Rights Protection
Commission, Special
Secretary, Finance
Department, Mrs Sheetal
Shashwat Verma, Director,
Women and Child
Development Department,
Mrs Divya Umesh Mishra,
Representatives of
Chhattisgarh Child
Protection Commission,
Police Department, Women
and Child Development
and UNICEF and officials
of Juvenile Court and
District Legal Services
Authority were present.

Children’s health and safety
important in nation building

Workshop on awareness on protection of children and control on sexual crimes

Raipur, Mar 26:

The timings of the Auto
Expo at Science College
ground is from 12:00 noon, but
the people here started reach-
ing from 11:00 am onwards on
Sunday and the only objective
was that they should not miss
the 50% waiver on road tax
benefit offered on purchase of
vehicles and just wanted to get
the booking of their vehicle
done. The customers not only
from Raipur, but nearby cities
also came to avail the benefit.
It is notable here that the state
government is offering bene-
fits in road tax for the vehicles
booked in the Auto Expo and in
this the average benefit for
two-wheeler vehicles is around
Rs 3000-Rs 10000 and in cars it
varies from Rs 50000 to Rs 5
lakh depending upon price of
the vehicle. To the inquiry by
people, the Automobiles are

also informing that this Auto
Expo has now being extended
till April 5. In the evening, the
visitors also enjoyed vibrant
Fashion Show and perform-
ance by a dance group.

In the Auto Expo 2023, the
chief guest was PHE Minister
Rudra Guru and special guest
was Chairman CREDAI Mrinal
Golcha and CII Chairman cum
MD Siddharth Agrawal. All
three hailed the organisation
of this Auto-Expo and said that

it is an important time for
those planning to purchase
vehicle at the end of FY and
they are also getting huge ben-
efit of rebate in Road Tax,
which directly goes to their
saving. There is an on-the-spot
finance facility also available
in the Expo and it is being pro-
vided by the Banking institu-
tions and there is zero-pro-
cessing fee in it. They are pro-
viding maximum loan which is
upto 90% of the cost of the
vehicle on-road and are sanc-

tioning the loan with limited
documents. The Transport
department has got its stall
there and many are getting
their licence made and since it
was Sunday, there was huge
rush of the people, because
people from Raipur and nearby
cities also came here.

President Raipur
Automobile Dealers’
Association (RADA) Vivek
Garg, Secretary Kailash
Khemani informed that the
most important thing about

this year’s Expo is that the
booking of the vehicle has
started right from the day one
and daily the number is
increasing. Similarly people
are also drawing maximum
benefit of 50% rebate in the
road tax offered by the state
government. In this for two-
wheeler the benefit is from Rs
3000-10000; for cars upto Rs10
lakh it is upto Rs 50000; for
cars of Rs 20 lakh it is Rs 1.0
lakh and for cars above Rs 50
lakh the benefit is Rs 2.50 lakh
and for car above Rs 1 cr it is
Rs 5 lakh. All the visitors visit-
ing the Auto-Expo are happy
with this offer and are inform-
ing others about the same.
Here launching of new vehicles
is also taking place daily and
there is proposal of offer or
prize by the dealers’ or the
Company and to which the vis-
itors are availing to its full, duo
added.

People availing huge benefit of rebate in Road tax
 In Auto Expo on 

purchase of two
wheelers it ranges
from Rs 3000-10000
and for cars from 
Rs 50000 to Rs 5 lakh

 Fashion Show, 
Group dance major
attraction on Sunday

Raipur, Mar 26: Fire
broke out in dry-fruits,
sweets and confectionary
shop of Gurudev Sales
Corporation, between
Ramsagarpara and
Agrasen Chowk here on
mid-night of March 24.

It broke out likely due to
some short-circuit. In this
there are reports all the
goods and materials inside
were shops were gutted in
fire. The owner of the shop,
Gautam Chand Jain, R/o
DD Nagar, was informed
by the nearby shopkeepers
and  Ravi Singhania that
fire has broken out in his
shop at around 1:00 in the
night.

On this the Police pa-
trolling team came to know
about the fire incident and
they immediately in-
formed it to Fire-brigade

employees and electricity
department. After this the
fire-fighters, police admin-
istration, electricity de-
partment employees and
owner of the shop reached
the site and somehow it
was lot of tiring efforts that
firemen could gain control
on fire by around 8:00 in
the morning. By this time
the furniture in the shop,

stock of foods, sweets items
etc and computers, laptops
etc and other goods worth
lakhs were gutted in fire.
Fortunately due to timely
arrival by the fire-brigade
team, the fire did not
spread to nearby shops and
it was brought under con-
trol well on time, or else a
major incident could have
occurred.

Goods worth lakhs gutted in fire
When fire broke out in dry-fruit, sweets, confectionary shop at mid-night

Mahasamund, Mar 26:
Mahasamund  Police nabbed
two accused with 10.50 quintal
‘Ganja’ worth Rs 2.10 crore kept
hidden beneath the load of
watermelon in a Mazda truck
and being carried from Odisha
to Panna in MP. The police has
seized the vehicle and ‘Ganja
and the two accused. As per tip
from an informer, Mahasamund
police created barrier near Balsi
Petrol Pump on the highway
and started checking the vehi-
cle. It was after some time they
found a red-coloured ‘Mazda’
truck bearing No. MP-19-GA-
5058 and suspecting it to the

vehicle, stopped it near the
petrol pump. Inside it two per-
sons were sitting and both were
asked to come down and they
disclosed their names as Pappu
Pal S/o Lakhan Pal, (35), R/o
Basai Thana- Panna District
Panna MP and Leeladhar Pal S/o
Mahesh Pal, 33, R/o Gram Basai,
District Panna, MP.  When asked
they informed police that they
are carrying watermelons
inside and on checking the
same after lifting few water-
melons, they found 10.50 quin-
tal of ‘Ganja’ kept secretly hid-
den. On this they informed that
they are carrying ‘Ganja’ from
Odisha to Panna in MP. The
police seized 10.50 quintal
‘Ganja’ worth Rs 2.10 cr and the
vehicle worth Rs 8.0 lakh and
total amounting to Rs 2.18 cr.
Both were booked under section
20 IE) of NDPS Act and section
20(K) of Narcotics Act and
taken into custody.

Two nabbed with 10.50 
quintal ‘Ganja’ worth Rs 2.10 cr
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Raipur, Mar 26: 

Abhijit Kar, an art
teacher at Delhi Public
School (DPS) in Raipur,
has made his school proud
by winning a certificate
from Harvard World
Records in London. The
certificate acknowledges
his world record of creat-
ing the smallest painting
of an Indian monument,
the India Gate. The paint-
ing measures only 3mm x
4mm in size and was creat-
ed using a self-made brush
using his pet dog’s fur.
Abhijit Kar used micro-
scopic lenses to prepare
this painting and complet-
ed the final work in just 15
minutes, after several at-
tempts. The original chal-
lenge given was to create a
painting of 5 x 5 mm, but
Abhijit Kar managed to do
it in 3 x 4 mm.

Abhijit Kar, who is an
accomplished artist and
art teacher, participated in
the global platform event
and demonstrated his ex-
ceptional skill by creating

the tiny masterpiece.
Talking about his

achievement, Abhijit Kar
said, “I am thrilled to have
won this recognition from
Harvard World Records.
It’s an honor to be ac-
knowledged for my art-
work, and I’m happy that
it has put my school on the
global map.” DPS Raipur
Principal, Mr Raghunath
Mukherjee, congratulated
Abhijit Kar on his achieve-
ment and said, “We are ex-
tremely proud of Abhijit
Kar’s accomplishment. He

has been an excellent
teacher and role model to
our students, and his pas-
sion for art is truly inspir-
ing. We congratulate him
on this remarkable feat.”

The Harvard World
Records certificate is a tes-
tament to Abhijit Kar’s
artistic skill and dedica-
tion to his craft. His
achievement will undoubt-
edly inspire young artists
in his school and around
the world to pursue their
passions and strive for ex-
cellence.

Pro Vice Chairman Mr.
Baldeo Singh Bhatia,
Senior members of the
management committee,
Mr. Vijay Shah and Mr.
Pukhraj Jain also congrat-
ulated Mr. Abhijit saying,
“Embarking on and rising
to such global platforms
shall keep the legacy of
the school pristine.
Students and teachers
shall certainly be motivat-
ed by your ingenuity.”
Further, they wished him
unprecedented success in
the years to come.

Abhijit of DPS create World record by
making smallest painting of India Gate

Wins a certificate from Harvard World Records, London

Bijapur, Mar 26: 

As per instructions by
the state government
and under the guidance
of Collector Rajendra
Kumar Katara, a cam-
paign is being run for
the rescue and rehabili-
tation of street chil-
dren, child laborers, col-
lection of waste by chil-
dren, children involved
in beggary. In which de-
tailed information
about the implementa-
tion of this campaign
was given by the
District Program
Officer of the Women
and Child Development
Department Lupendra
Mahinag. Come back to
their families, the chil-
dren of such category
face different types of
struggles and chal-
lenges every day for
their survival viz. food,

clothing, shelter and
protection. Giving bene-
fits of various schemes
of the government to
the families, a campaign
is being run from Feb 28
to March 31, 2023, in co-
ordination with various
departments for their
training and arrange-
ments for their employ-

ment. Under the cam-
paign, a rescue cam-
paign is being conduct-
ed to identify street chil-
d r e n / w a s t e
collectors/child beg-
gars/stray children.
This is being continu-
ously monitored by the
rescue team in the dis-
trict, so that in case any

such children are identi-
fied, the rehabilitation
process is done immedi-
ately. For the rescue of
children living on the
road, the joint team of
District Child
Protection Unit and
Labor Department is
conducting survey work
in all blocks. And sur-

vey work will also be
done at Panchayat level,
so that immediate ac-
tion will be taken on
identification of such
children in any situa-
tion in the district,
keeping in view the best
interest of the children
and presenting them to
the Child Welfare
Committee, rehabilita-
tion proceedings and ed-
ucation. Joining work
will also be done.

Under the campaign, a
one-day training camp
was given to head teach-
ers, teachers, middle
schools and higher sec-
ondary schools in
Bhairamgarh and Usur
blocks for effective im-
plementation of the
child protection system
under the School and
Awareness Program and
empowerment of adoles-
cent girls. Under the
said programme,
UNICEF coordinator
Lekhika Sahu and
Kumari Nagina Lekham
and Satya Latkar from
District Child
Protection Unit were
present.

Destitute, poor children will be rehabilitated 
 To improve their lives
 Special Rescue 

campaign till March
31 for identification
of nomadic children

Raipur, Mar 26: Shri
Ganesh Vinayak Eye
Hospital (SGVEH) and
Shri Ganesh Vinayak Eye
Foundation (SGVEF)
keeping in line with the vi-
sion ‘Andhatav Mukt
Chhattisgarh – Roshan
Chhattisgarh’ inaugurat-
ed RAAHI - Eye Care
Facility on wheels under
Truckers Eye Health
Program supported by
SightSavers and funded by
Chola. Dickson Charles-
National coordinator of
Raahi, Dr. Paritosh
Chandekar -Zonal coordi-
nator of Raahi, Gaurav
Jain- Sr. Project Officer,
SightSaver, C.G,
Hemantha Kumar
Pamarthy, consultant
Cholamandalam. Dr

Charudutt Kalamkar,
Director SGVEH and
Secretary SGVEF and
other senior members
were present on the occa-
sion. Raahi Mobile Van
equipped with primary
eye check-up facility aims
to reach the communities
who often don’t have ac-

cess to health services.
This will be helpful in
reaching the underserved
areas, assisting in simple
yet crucial service. This
initiative will also serve as
a platform to generate
awareness on eye health
issues and serve quality
treatment. “Undoubtedly,

the hospital also under-
stands its responsibility
towards society, hence try-
ing to serve untouched
area in Chhattisgarh. We
are trying to work on our
tagline – Andhatav mukt
Chhattisgarh – Roshan
Chhattisgarh, and hope-
fully we will be able to

achieve this soon. Under
this programme we have
started one static Vision
centre at Raipur transport
nagar where we provide
free eye screening for
truck drivers, helpers,
transporters, mechanics
etc and distribute free
near and distance specta-
cles which is supported by
Sightsavers and funded by
Chola. Second program
which we have done was
in Korba and Raigarh,
where we have done free
eye screening camps for
same targeted population
and distributed free spec-
tacles. And now we are
going to implement this
mobile eye check up unit
Van at Durg-Bhilai for
those targeted population
with same process” com-
ments Dr Charudutt
Kalamkar, Director and
Eye surgeon, SGVEH.

SGVEH inaugurates eye care service on wheels-RAAHI
 Under Truckers Eye

Health Program 

Raipur, Mar 26:

Indian Institute of Management
Raipur (IIM Raipur),under the
capacity building initiative of
the Department of Economic
Affairs (DEA), Ministry of
Finance, Government of India,
conducted the five days capac-
ity building programme on the
topic “Project Feasibility and
Project Financing & Execution”
from March 20 to 24. This 5-day
training programme is being
conducted at its campus in
Naya Raipur, Chhattisgarh. The
programme was inaugurated
by the gracious hands of Prof.
Ram Kumar Kakani, Director,
IIM Raipur and Anand Pal,
Adviser, DEA, GoI, in the pres-
ence of Programme Directors
Prof. Pranith Kumar Roy and

Prof. SP Rajesh, IIM Raipur. The
training under capacity build-
ing aims to upgrade the capac-
ities of officials involved in
planning, executing, and imple-
menting infrastructure proj-
ects. The training program cov-
ered various topics: introduc-
tion to project pre-feasibility
studies and feasibility study,

project financing through a
case study, innovative thinking
and task management, project
scheduling/project implemen-
tation framework, evidence-
based decision making, etc.
The faculty of IIM Raipur, in
collaboration with distin-
guished guest faculty, covered
the topics.

Five-day capacity 
building prog concludes 

On ‘Project Feasibility & Project Financing & Execution’

Konta/Sukma, Mar 26:
The budget of Sukma
Municipal Council was
presented here on
Saturday. The President
Jagannath Raju Sahu
along with all the mem-
bers reached the munici-
pality building with a
briefcase made of cow
dung, the picture of the
briefcase is made from
cow dung made in
Gauthan. Sahu informed
that a budget of 60 crores
has been proposed for the
all-round development of
Sukma municipality. This
budget is the budget of the
trust of the general public,
in this budget all the indi-
viduals and related insti-
tutions have been kept in
mind.

Sahu said that in this
budget, we have covered
all the development works
in the city like Manglik
building construction
work, 100 shops construc-
tion work, new bus stand
construction work,
Mukhyamantri Palika
Bazar construction work,
drinking water supply
work under Mission

Amrit 2.0 scheme,
Rangaraj Talab.

Provisions in the budget
has been made for beauti-
fication work, mutton
market construction work,
road, drain and culvert
construction work in vari-
ous wards of the city, high
mask solar light, nearby
beautification work, hot-
market construction work

under infrastructure item.
During the budget, propos-
al was also presented to
cancel the plastic ban and
shopkeepers who have not
deposited property tax and
whose property tax pay-
ment is pending for a long
time.

There will be no
dearth of funds for de-
velopment works: Sahu

Municipality President
Raju Sahu said that State
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel and Minister
Kawasi Lakhma have
given approval of funds
worth crores for develop-
ment works in the munici-
pality area. Along with
the development in the
municipality area, work is
being done under the ac-
tion plan regarding the de-
velopment and beautifica-
tion of the urban area.
Sahu further said that tak-
ing the development of
Sukma municipality as a
challenge, we have contin-
uously worked for the resi-
dents of the city and their
prosperous life, and in the
future, we will continue to
fulfill the dreams of the
people with full force and
for the all-round develop-
ment of Sukma munici-
pality.

Budget for all-round development of Sukma municipality 
 And trust 

of general public

Raipur, Mar 26: Women
Human Rights Defenders
Workshop 23 was success-
fully organised by Shivi
Development Society New
Delhi at Xavier Institute
for Social Action Vidhan
Sabha Road Raipur.

Workshop held 12 ses-
sions. Among the re-
sources persons were
Anand Shukla OXFAM,
Dolo Gobinda & Ms.
Neelam Toppo from
Churches Auxiliary for
Social Action, Pushpa
Bhatt (Incharge, Sakhi
One Stop Center,
Dantewada), Ms. Santoshi
Rathore (Member, CWC -
Janjgir Champa), Ms.
Pushplata (Member -
Adolescent Welfare Board
Rajnandgaon), Third
Gender activists Ms. Vidya
Rajput and Deb.

SDS board member
Vidya Didi gave vivid pres-
entation about spiritual,

mental and physical
health. Newly posted DIG
Prison  R. K. Tigga was
chief guest while valedic-
tory session, whereas
Additional SP Ms.
Chanchal Tiwari,
Counselor Ms. Jyoti
Sharma were among the
special guests. They dis-
tributed certificates to the
participants. Participants
were from Bastar, Surguja

and Raipur divisions.
Rajesh Singh Sisodia
Convener of Nange Paon
Satyagrah conducted the
program while Hanuman
Sahay Program Officer &
Ms Safina Sheikh
Coordinator SDS facilitat-
ed all the 12 sessions, in-
formed Hanuman Sahay
Program Officer, Shivi
Development Society New
Delhi.

WHRD 2023 workshop concludes

Guests giving certificate to participant Ms. Munni Vade
Sarpanch Gram Panchayat Kundargaon District
Narayanpur.

Raipur, Mar 26: 

Payal Gwalani of
Chhattisgarh Raipur  is
the first student of
Chhattisgarh and the first
student of Sindhi commu-
nity from the whole coun-
try who has achieved this
rare achievement. Her
subject for research was
Seismic Vulnerability of
Irregular RC Buildings.
Her research guides were
Prof Humberto Varum
Department of Civil
Engineering University of
Porto Portugal and Prof
Yogendra Singh,
Department of
Earthquake Engineering
IIT Roorkee.

Payal has been a meri-
torious student since the
beginning . After school-

ing from St. Paul’s
Pension Bada School, she
completed B.Tech degree
from Symbiosis
International University
Pune in Maharashtra and
scored the highest marks
and stood first. She was
awarded   Gold Medal and
Dutta award by former
President Late Pranab
Mukherjee.

She completed B.Tech
in Structure Dynamics
from IIT Nagpur, then got
selected in IIT Roorkee
and did PhD in
Earthquake. Payal was se-
lected by the German gov-
ernment to do research in
Earthquake and has pre-
sented her research paper
among scientists of that
country on behalf of IIT
Roorkee in a seminar or-

ganized on Earthquake in
London after doing re-
search from Germany’s
Postdam.

Payal Gwalani is the
daughter of former coun-
cilor Kavita Gwalani and
former state Congress
spokesperson Shiv
Gwalani.

Payal’s father Shiv
Gwalani said on this
achievement of his
daughter his joy has in-
creased manifold as with
this news came on the oc-
casion of Lord Jhulelal
Jayanti ie Chetichand.

There is a wave of joy
in the Sindhi society on
this achievement of Payal
Gwalani. Many promi-
nent members of Sindhi
community and eminent
citizens of Chhattisgarh

Payal Gwalani awarded Ph.D 
Bemetara, Mar 25: The impor-
tance of the religious integra-
tion and harmony was con-
veyed by Dr. Satyajit Hota,
Principal, Abid Ali,  an alumni
of the Aligarh Muslim
University, Aligarh and the stu-
dents of class VIII named
Vineeta Pongare and Shreya
Parihar. The religious integra-
tion and harmony give its citi-
zens the freedom to practice
any religion of their own
choice. People belonging to
different culture and religions,
share common platform to
understand each others cultur-
al and religious beliefs, which
in turn fosters the feeling of
mutual trust and harmony. This
is one of the most important
factors in promoting national
integration. Tolerance and
respect for other caste or reli-
gion also support to promote
national integrity. Education,
social and cultural unity, equal-

ity among people also help to
teach the feeling of national
integration, he added.

Abid Ali told the teaching of
the Ramzan Festival. According
to him, this festival guides us
to remove our evils such as
contempt and religious dis-
putes.  Dr. Satyajit Hota,
Principal said that India is a
unique country as I heard the
enchanting of the Navaratri’s
prayer from the Hindu temple

and the worshiping sound from
the mosques simultaneously in
the early morning. It was a
strange event. It is possible
only in India as all religions
have equal importance. We
must control on our evil ideas
such as contempt and narrow
religious thinking. Today, it is
the celebration day of both the
first day of the Ramzan and the
third day of the Navaratri. India
has a unique culture because

different religions are celebrat-
ed simultaneously without any
discrimination.  According to
him, it will be the true worship-
ing of the Maa Chandraghanta
Devi and the Allah during the
Ramzan and the Navaratri’s if
we bring universal brother-
hood, religious harmony and
peace among the society. We
learn 10 lessons from Navaratri
and Ramadan through the joint
Hindu and Muslim faiths
towards the great creator.  

A silence of two minutes was
kept in the morning assembly
to pray the God and the Allah
for stopping the massacre
among Russia - Ukraine and
Israel - Palestine. The festivals
of the Devi Puram and the
Ramadan spread the message
of bringing universal peace,
harmony and tranquility. All
the teachers and the students
were present in the morning
assembly. 

Celebration of the religious integration held



Central Chronicle News

Dongargarh, Mar 26: On
sanction of Rs 25 lakh by
the state government for
construction of Ambedkar
cultural building adjacent
to massive 'Buddha Vihar'
after initiative by the ex-
MLA and ex-Minister
Dhanesh Patila, the office
bearers of 'Adarsh Boudha
Mahasabha Nagsen
Buddha Vihar' (ABMNBV)
went to his personal resi-
dence and express grati-
tude to him.

On this occasion Dr

Thaneshwar Patila was
also present. It is notable
here that the foundation for
Dr Baba Saheb Ambedkar
cultural building was done
at the hands of Dhanesh
Patila during his term as
Minister in BJP govern-
ment earlier.

Dr Baba Saheb
Ambedkar Cultural build-
ing is being constructed aj-
dancent to the massive
'Buddha Vihar' is being
constructed with help from
society office bearers and
assistance of the state gov-
ernment.

It was on special request
by Dhanesh Patila, that the
Minister for Urban
Development and
Administration Dr Shiv
Kumar Daharia granted
sanction of Rs 25 lakh
under the infrastructural
head. Prior to this it was on
initiative by the Congress
leader and District Co-op
Bank President Nawaz
Khan that CM Bhupesh
Baghel granted sanction of
Rs 20 lakhs.

The construction work of
massive Buddha Vihar and
Dr Ambedkar Cultural

building is near completion
with assistance from mem-
bers of Boudh samaj and
special assistance by the
state government. For its
construction, the members
of Samaj from different in-
stitutions have contributed
Rs 70 lakh.

On the other hand, dur-
ing term of ex-CM Dr
Raman Singh and
Abhishekh Singh a fund of
Rs 50 lakh was received and
another Rs 45 lakh during
the present term of
Congress government. In
addition to this the corpo-
rators from Nagar Palika
Dongargarh too are sanc-
tioning funds through dif-
ferent heads.

In this way it is on collec-
tion of funds worth Rs 1.50
cr that this massive
Buddha Vihar and Dr
Ambedkar Cultural
Building is being construct-
ed and its dedication is ex-
pected to be held on occa-
sion of 'Buddha Poornima'.
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Rescue operation gets modernized

Central Chronicle News

Sukma, Mar 26: Rescue
operations are getting mod-
ernized in the region and a
well equipped team of
jawans conducted a mock
drill in Tungal Dam. In
Makadril village here the
NDRF and the city army
reached the spot with mod-
ern resources and rescued
the person trapped in the
flood water safely.

At the same time, the
squad deployed on the
coast with life saving drugs
and other preparations and
the health department
team sent the victim for
better treatment with the
help of an ambulance after
first aid. The mock drill
was successfully conducted
with the coordination of
the diving, medical and ad-
ministrative team. It is

worth mentioning that a
large number of people
who gathered to see this
mock drill to evacuate the
victim from flood disaster
saw how a practical strate-
gy can be devised in the
event of such a disaster.

Rescue team members
told that the rescue opera-
tion is becoming very mod-
ern and modern resources
are being used to rescue
people trapped in various
disasters. Hi-tech re-
sources were used to com-

plete the operation and on
the other hand, a person
trapped in a flood must
have drunk a lot of water
during the rescue, there-
fore the method of extract-
ing it was explained in the
mock drill.

Deputy Collector
Dulichand Banjare con-
gratulated the rescue team
for the excellent skill of the
rescue and said that the
person trapped in the flood
was taken out without
delay and promptness with-

in half an hour and the vic-
tim was sent for better
treatment with first aid.

On this occasion, Deputy
Collector Pravesh Paikra,
Deputy Collector Ajay
Modiyam, Deputy Collector
Madhu Teta, Incharge of
District Municipal Army
AS Netam, Assistant
Commandant of NDRF
Gaurav Jagate, Inspector
Mahabir Mohanty, Sub
Inspector SK Sinha and
Aapda Mitra and other offi-
cers and staff were present.

Farmers supporting strike
by advocates

Central Chronicle News

Rajim, Mar 26: The advo-
cates of the region are on
an indefinite strike since
last February 22, angry
with the behavior of
Tehsildar Pekhan Tondre,
in-charge of Rajim.
Former MP and National
Vice President of BJP
Backward Front
Chandulal Sahu reached
the protest site and joined
the protestors on the fifth
day and the demand of the
removal of the corrupt
Tehsildar is being support-
ed by the Advocates
Association, the Traders
Association, political par-
ties, and the people's repre-
sentatives, particularly by
the farmers.

Former MLA Santosh
Upadhyay has also extend-

ed his support by reaching
the site of the hunger
strike. On the other hand,
15 members of the All
India Revolutionary Kisan
Sabha have supported the
movement by undertaking
a hunger strike. Tejram
Vidrohi, secretary of All
India Revolutionary Kisan
Sabha, who is on hunger
strike, said that in-charge

Tehsildar Pekhan Tondre,
who is posted in Tehsil of-
fice Rajim, misbehaves
with farmers and common
complaints while taking
pride in his position.
Instead of listening to
their cases, keeps them
astray and the advocates
have becomes the voice of
the complainants.

Tejram Vidrohi, Lalit

Kumar Sahu, Pawan Sahu,
Zahur Sahu, Jumman
Dhruv, Anand Kumar
Dhruv, Madhusudan
Sahu, Govind Sahu, Adesh
Dhruv, Mahendra Kumar
Sahu, Neelam Sahu,
Soman Yadav, Rekhuram,
Sahu, Padum Lal Sahu,
Hiraman Sahu sat on a
hunger strike in support
of the Advocates
Association. Advocates
RK Dewan, Mahesh Yadav,
Tikam Sahu,
Kamalnarayan Sahu, YK
Sharma, Ashish Shinde,
Yanendra Sinha, Yadram
Sahu, Nemichand Sahu,
Daneshwar Thakur also
supported the move-
ment.And as per informa-
tion, the farmers will
gherao SDM office Rajim
on March 27, in support of
the ongoing strike.

Nagar Panchayat becomes
strict in tax collection

Central Chronicle News

Fingeshwar, Mar 26:
Fingeshwar Nagar
Panchayat, has gone strict
in the tax recovery cam-
paign, and a resultant of
which the tap connections
of the consumers with ar-
rears of water tax are being
cut off.

Government institutions
are also not being spared in
this and as per informa-
tion, the tap connection of
the Primary Small Forest
Produce Cooperative
Society of the Forest
Department located on
Darripar Marg was discon-
nected due to non-payment
of tap water amount for a
long time.

In the discussion about
this, N.P.Fingeshwar's N.P.

Officer Pradeep Mishra
said that today the Nagar
Panchayat owes Rs 9616 to-
wards water tap tax to the
Forest Produce Office from
the year 2019.

The tap connection was
disconnected due to non-
payment of taxes by them
even after several notices.
He said that the operation

and civil facilities are also
operated smoothly at an
uninterrupted pace only
through tap-water and
property tax, the recovery
of which is done once a
year together.

If the consumer wishes,
he can pay the water tax
every month also and he
has appealed to the citizens
to compulsorily pay tap
water tax and property tax,
after that surcharge will be
imposed, as well as strict
action will be taken like re-
duction in facilities, discon-
nection of tap connections.

N.P. President Jagdish
Yadav has also appealed to
the citizens that to pay
property tax and tap water
tax by March 31, to avoid
action like tax surcharge
and disconnection.

Congmen burn effigy of Modi’s govt
Central Chronicle News

Kondagaon, Mar 26:
Congress protested against
the cancellation of Rahul
Gandhi's membership in
Parliament by reaching the
BJP office and burning an ef-
figy of the Modi government
there, accusing the central
government of tyranny by the
central government. 

They charged that the rul-
ing government at the Centre
is trying to suppress the voice
of the Opposition in
Parliament by putting pres-
sure on the opposition some-
times through ED sometimes
CBI and sometimes through
other means. 

And fearing that Rahul
Gandhi will ask questions in
Parliament about the rela-
tionship between the Modi
government and the Adani

Group, the Center has can-
celed his membership so that
the demand of the opposition
for JPC is hampered and no
disclosure can be made about
the relationship between PM
Modi and Adani. 

They charged that but the
people of the country have

now understood that some-
how Modi is robbing the peo-
ple of this country through
the Adani group and as a re-
sult of trying to suppress this
voice, the Parliament is
adopting a dictatorial attitude
and it the main reason behind
Rahul Gandhi's cancellation

of membership. 
In the coming times, the

fight to save democracy will
be more intense and it is now
hoped that the people of the
country will join shoulder to
shoulder with the Congress in
this fight to protect democra-
cy. Congmen charged that the

Center is scared of Rahul
Gandhi and the Modi govern-
ment is adopting such tricks.

MLA Budhram Netam,
Municipal President Varsha
Yadav, City President Tarun
Golchha, Hema Devangan,
Geetesh Gandhi, District
Spokesperson Shilpa Devangan,
Media Incharge Ritesh Patel,
Youth Congress State General
Secretary Abhilasha Poyam,
Assembly Speaker Ritesh
Gupta, IT Cell during effigy
burning. Regional Secretary
Nischal Lahouria, Councilor
Yogendra Poyam Shanti Pandey
Kamdev Korram, Irshad Khan,
Sakur Khan, Gunmati Nayak,
Rajendra Devangan, Zuggi
Khopri District President Ashiq
Memon, Bhadauria, Nandu
Dewan, Assembly Vice
President Priyansh Chauhan,
Kalpesh Dewan, Sanu Sethia,
Geetesh Baghel, Shambhu
Markam, Heera Dewan,
Kamlesh Dubey were present in
the protest in large numbers.

Farmers demanding 
compensation to crop damage
Central Chronicle News

Mungeli, Mar 26:
Farmers are demanding
compensation by reaching
the Collectorate for com-
pensation for the rabi crops
damaged due to unseasonal
rains and hailstorms. The
farmers who have come
from the rural areas here
have met the collector and
demanded to approve the
compensation amount after
surveying the loss of crops
of the farmers.

After purchasing paddy
in the district, the farmers
have now started reaching
the Collectorate premises
to plead about the crop
damaged due to unseasonal
rains and hailstorms. On
the one hand, for the
Congress, which has re-

turned to the government
after 15 years on the issue
of farmers, very difficult
situations are being creat-
ed at this time.

Generally, decisions are
being taken by the govern-
ment keeping in mind the
interests of the farmers,
announcements are also
being made, but at the
ground level neither the
farmers are getting the
benefit of all neither these
nor the general public is
getting the benefit of the fa-

cilities provided by the gov-
ernment. While the sudden
change in weather has in-
creased the seasonal dis-
eases, the weather has also
destroyed the hard work of
the farmers.

Farmers of Ramgarh,
Khairwar, Nuniyakchhar,
Shuklabhatha, Bijatrai,
Devgaon, Surda, Surighat
villages of the area say that
on March 21, at 6.30 pm, due
to sudden unseasonal
storm, rain and heavy hail-
storm, cultivation of co-

riander, gram, tivra and
wheat and vegetables have
got destroyed. Villagers
Khem Singh, Ramsharan
Sahu, Eram Sahu, Sitaram
Sahu, Neeraj, Ramkumar,
Daduram, Poonaram,
Rajkumar Sahu, Mantram
Sahu, Chandrakumar, Tej
Anchal, Gopal Sahu,
Pardeshi Sahu, Jeevan,
Janardan, Dataram are
prominent among those
who submitted the memo-
randum.

What officer says
Crops have been dam-

aged due to unseasonal
rains, for which the in-
sured farmers can claim
their claim in the insur-
ance company. The farmers
who have not taken insur-
ance can contact the con-
cerned Patwaris. DK
Beauhar, Deputy Director
Agriculture Mungeli.

State govt sanctions Rs 25 lakh

‘Chaitra Navratri’ festival begins

Central Chronicle News

Balod, Mar 26:
Preparations for the
Chaitra Navratri festi-
val have started in the
famous Shaktipeeth
Maa Ganga Maiya tem-
ple of Balod district
have been concluded.
Navratri will start here
from March 22 and
preparations are in the
final stages and in view
of this, the security has
also been increased this
year, every step of the
way will be monitored
by CCTV cameras.

The temple manage-
ment has made arrange-

ments for Puri Sabji
Seva Maha Prasadi at
normal rates here and
the faith of Maa Ganga
Maiya temple is famous
all over the country, and
there are devotees of
Maa Ganga Maiya in
foreign countries as
well.

Sometimes foreign
devotees can also be
seen here in the festival
of Navratri. The lamps
of faith will be lit, the
preparations for which
are almost complete, on
March 22, and the lamps
of faith will be lit along
with worship and exact-

ly 801 lamps will be lit at
exactly 12 noon.

Various events will
be organized by the
temple management in
Maa Ganga Maiya tem-
ple from 12:00 noon to
4:00 pm and a
Ramdhuni competition
with tableaux in music

will be organized.
Along with this, pan-
dals are also being set
up in view of the heat
and weather. The man-
agement says that full
attention is being paid
to the fact that the devo-
tees can take advantage
of the events comfort-
ably.
Story behind the temple

According to legends,
one day a boatman of vil-
lage Seoni went to
Bandha pond for fishing.
Then instead of the fish,
the stone statue got
trapped in the net and be-
cause of ignorance,
Kenvat threw it into the
pond thinking it as an or-
dinary stone. The Baiga of
the village saw a dream of
the statue laying there
and then the historic tem-
ple was created.

In Shaktipeet Maa
Ganga Maiya
Temple Balod

For Ambedkar 
cultural building
near Buddha
Vihar
Office bearers
express gratitude
to Dhanesh Patila
for taking initia-
tive

Due to hailstorm 

In front of BJP office

Team conducts
mock drill in 
Tungal Dam 

Citizens appealed to pay tax by 31st March
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NAVRATRI RUSH

Devotees wait in queues to offer prayers at Vindhyavasini temple during the ‘Chaitra Navratri’ festival, in Mirzapur,
Sunday.

TRIBUTE TO MAHATMA

Congress leader Priyanka Gandhi Vadra with party President Mallikarjun Kharge and other leaders pays tribute to
Mahatma Gandhi at Rajghat, in New Delhi, Sunday. 

BRIEF

Win
 Kolkata: The Left-

Congress alliance
made a clean sweep in
the elections of the
Haldia dock institute
management commit-
tee in West Bengal’s
Purba Medinipur dis-
trict by trouncing rul-
ing the Trinamool
Congress candidates.
The win of the Left-
Congress alliance on
Saturday assumes sig-
nificance after the de-
feat of the TMC in the
Sagardighi assembly
by-election at the
hands of Left 
supported Congress
candidate Byron
Biswas recently.

Crash
 Kochi: One person

was injured when a
Coast Guard helicop-
ter crashed on Sunday
just after takeoff from
its enclave at the
Cochin International
Airport Limited
(CIAL) here. Sources
said the chopper,
which was on a train-
ing flight, crashed as it
began taking off from
the helipad at 12.55
pm. As per prelimi-
nary reports, one per-
son has a minor in-
jury in his hand,
sources told PTI.

Bust
 New Delhi: Delhi

Police’s Special Cell
busted two different
drug cartels and re-
covered heroin and
opium worth about Rs
40 crore with the ar-
rest of four men here,
officials said on
Sunday. In two sepa-
rate operations, high
quality 2.7 kilogram
of heroin and 100.338
kilogram of opium,
concealed in cavities
of three vehicles,
were recovered, they
said. Police said the
drug peddlers sourced
heroin and opium
from Manipur and
supplied it in Delhi,
NCR, Punjab and
Rajasthan.

Suicide
 Kasgan: A 55-year-

old government
school teacher al-
legedly shot dead his
daughter on Sunday
before killing himself
following a fight over
some issue, police
said. The daughter
was also a teacher at
a government pri-
mary school, they
said. Narendra Singh
Yadav, a resident of
Sadar Kotwali area
here and posted at
Josherwani College
in Nagariya town,
had a quarrel with
his daughter, Juhi
(26), in the afternoon
over some issue, po-
lice said.

Electrocution
 Saharanpur: A con-

tractual employee
working in the elec-
tricity department
lost his life while join-
ing an electricity
wire, police said on
Sunday. Two others
were injured.
Superintendent of
Police (SP) Sagar Jain
said on Sunday, in the
Deoband police sta-
tion area, a contractu-
al employee Sonu (35)
along with his two as-
sociates was repair-
ing the wire of a
power transformer.

Spiritual leader Sri Sri Ravi
Shankar during a 

programme in Indore,
Sunday.

Lucknow, Mar 26 (PTI): 

Recent storms accompa-
nied by rain and hailstorm
have dashed the hopes of
mango farmers in Uttar
Pradesh, compelling them
to appeal to the govern-
ment for help.

The mango growers of
the state were expecting a
bumper crop this time due
to good flowering.
However, the storm, rain,
hailstorm and the result-
ing cold weather have
damaged 2/5th of the crop
so far.

Insram Ali, president of
the Mango Growers’
Association of India, told
PTI on Sunday, “The cli-
matic conditions were
very good 10 days ago but
the recent drop in temper-
ature caused by rain and
hailstorm have destroyed
nearly 40 per cent of the
crop,” adding that if the
climatic conditions contin-
ue to be erratic, further

loss is expected.
He said this year the

flowering of the fruit crop
was very good and no dis-
ease of any kind was re-
ported across the state.

Kalimullah, a famous
mango grower from
Malihabad in Lucknow
said the mango crop re-
quires mild summer
weather in the month of
March to grow, but this
time that did not happen.
Last March, mango flow-
ers were scorched due to
scorching heat, he added,
estimating this year’s loss
around 50 per cent.

Ali said this year about
60 lakh metric tonnes of
mango production was ex-
pected, but now it can get
reduced to 35 lakh metric
tonnes, which will be a big
loss. If the weather re-
mains like this for the next
10 days, then even more
damage is possible.

“Last year in March due
to severe heat, the crop

had suffered a lot and only
about 20 lakh metric
tonnes of mangoes could
be produced in the state.
This year, mango growers
have been hit by the
weather for the second
time in a row and the
hopes of recouping last
year’s losses now seem
bleak,” he added.

Ali said the current
damage has also affected
the export of mangoes ad-
versely.

“If the domestic con-
sumption is not met due to
low production of man-
goes, then it is bound to af-
fect the exports,” the
farmer said.

Ali said, “The govern-
ment should compensate
the mango growers for this
loss. We demand that the
way the government com-
pensates the farmers of
other crops due to natural
calamities, similarly the
mango growers should
also be compensated.”

Recent dip in temperature
takes toll on mango crops

Farmers seek compensation

New Delhi, Mar 26 (PTI): 

A 22-year-old man was
arrested from Punjab for
allegedly sexually ha-
rassing minor girls on
Instagram, police said
on Sunday.

The accused threat-
ened the minors that he
will share their morphed
nude photos on social
media if his demands of
“sexual favours” are not
met, they said.

He has been identified
as Jatin, police said,
adding he was nabbed
from his native place
Kapurthala in Punjab.

Police said the accused
was working as a waiter
in the UAE for past three
years. The matter came
to light in February after
a minor girl complained

that she was being black-
mailed by an unidenti-
fied Instagram user who
had nine different
Instagram IDs, they said.

The accused created
morphed nude photo-
graphs of the victim and
sent them to her on her
Instagram account, po-
lice said.

According to the com-
plainant, the man start-
ed demanding her nudes
by threatening her that
he will share these mor-
phed nude pictures in
her school group. She be-
came scared and sent
her nudes to him with
the promise that he will
put an end to his non-
sense. But after getting

her photographs, the ac-
cused started demanding
sex from her and asked
her to meet him in a
hotel at Paharganj. The
girl refused and narrat-
ed the incident to her
parents and teachers, po-
lice said. Thereafter, the
victim’s father ap-
proached Cyber West po-
lice station and a case
was registered, they
said.

Deputy Commissioner
of Police (West)
Ghanshyam Bansal said
during the course of in-
vestigation, a police
team established com-
munication with Meta
Platforms Inc and ob-
tained the details of sus-
pect’s Instagram IDs
used by him for black-
mailing the minor girls.

Man held for blackmailing, 
sexually harassing girls 

 On Instagram
Varanasi (UP), Mar 26
(PTI): Popular Bhojpuri
actress Akanksha Dubey
was found dead inside a
hotel room here on
Sunday, police said.

The 25-year-old actress
was found hanging from
the fan with a piece of
cloth and the police were
called immediately, ac-
cording to the hotel staff.

Dubey, a resident of
Uttar Pradesh’s Bhadohi
district, had come to
Varanasi for the shooting
a movie and was staying in
the hotel under Sarnath
police station area.

When Dubey did not
come out of the room till
late morning the hotel
staff, on the insistence of
her colleagues, opened the

gate of her room using a
masterkey. Assistant
Commissioner of Police
(Sarnath) Gyan Prakash
Rai said, “The family
members of the deceased
live in Mumbai. They have
been informed about the
incident. No suicide note
has been recovered from
her room. Prima facie it
appears to be a case of sui-
cide.” Varanasi police
Commissionerate, in its
statement, said that the
body has been sent for
post-mortem and police
are investigating the mat-
ter. Dubey starred in sever-
al regional films including
Kasam Paida Karne Wale
Ki 2’, Mujhse Shaadi
Karogi’ (Bhopuri) and
‘Veeron ke Veer’.

Bhojpuri actress 
Akanksha Dubey found dead 

Police suspect suicide
Amethi (UP), Mar 26
(PTI): The Forest depart-
ment has filed a case and
issued a notice to an Uttar
Pradesh man who res-
cued a Sarus crane and
took care of it for a year,
officials said.

The crane, which lived
with Arif Khan Gurjar in
the Mandkha village of
Amethi district, accompa-
nied him to his fields and
was accepted “like a fami-
ly member”, was taken
away by Forest depart-
ment officials on March
21.

The bird was shifted to
the Samaspur sanctuary
in Rae Bareli to allow it to
live in its natural envi-
ronment, an official had
said. On Saturday, the de-
partment issued a notice

to Gurjar and asked him
to appear at the office of
the Gauriganj divisional
forest officer on April 4 to
record his statement.

According to the notice
issued by Assistant
Divisional Forest Officer
(Gauriganj) Ranvir
Singh, Gurjar has been
booked under relevant
sections of the Wildlife
Protection Act.

A day after the bird was
taken away, Samajwadi
Party chief Akhilesh
Yadav held a press confer-
ence during which he
condemned the Forest de-
partment action and
asked indirectly if any of-
ficial had the courage to
take away the peacocks at
the prime minister’s resi-
dence.

Man who rescued, cared 
for Sarus crane gets Forest

department notice

Mumbai, Mar 26 (PTI): 

Telangana Chief
Minister and BRS leader
K Chandrasekhar Rao on
Sunday said the Rs 6,000
assistance for farmers an-
nounced by the
Maharashtra government
was inadequate.

Speaking at a rally in
Loha tehsil in Nanded
district, around 450 km
from Mumbai, Rao sug-
gested that the
Maharashtra government
decided to give this finan-
cial aid to farmers only
after he addressed a rally
in Nanded last month.

“I came here only once
and a provision to give
each farmer Rs 6,000 per
year was found in the
Maharashtra budget.
Why was it never done
earlier?

“This aid is like sprin-
kling water on a fire. We

do not want it. We want
Rs 10,000 should be given
to farmers per acre who
can utilise it for investing
in agricultural activi-
ties,” the Bharat Rashtra
Samithi (BRS) leader
said.

He claimed the
Telangana government

under him improved the
condition of farmers over
years.

“Some eight-nine years
ago, Telangana was in
bad condition. Farmers
were committing suicide
in large numbers. But we
changed the governance
and reduced their burden.

If Telangana can improve
why a state like
Maharashtra which has
more resources, cannot
improve?” he asked.

Rao reiterated the “Ab
Ki Bar, Kisan Sarkar” slo-
gan suggesting a change
in the Central govern-
ment in the 2024 polls.

Former Lok Sabha MP
from Maharashtra
Haribhau Rathod, ex-
MLAs Shankar Dhondge
and Harshvardhan
Jadhav, and local political
leaders joined the BRS in
the presence of KCR at
the rally on Sunday.

On February 5, KCR
had said in Nanded that
the time has come for
peasants to take the reins
of the country and held
the Congress and BJP
“kasoorwar” (guilty) for
the plight of farmers in
the country in the last 75
years.

‘Rs 6,000 aid for farmers by Maha govt insufficient’

K Chandrasekhar Rao 

Rampur (UP), Mar 26
(PTI): ‘Rampuri Chaku’, a
style of knife made famous
by the bollywood flicks of
the 1980s, has been given a
fitting tribute here by au-
thorities which named a
roundabout ‘chaku’ chowk
and installing in its centre
a 20-foot Rampuri knife.

Rampur, located 320 km
north of the state capital,
was once known for its sev-
eral small-scale units that
made high-quality foldable
knives.

With a blade made of
hardened steel and brass
handles the knives were
once in a popular demand.
However cheap copies im-
ported from China are giv-
ing a tough time to the
Rampuri knife and people
related with its trade. The

‘knife’ was inaugurated by
Moradabad Divisional
Commissioner Aunjaneya
Kumar Singh on Monday
in presence of senior offi-
cials and local leaders. The
roundabout on Nainital
road marks the entry point
to Rampur when travelling
from Uttarakhand.

Rampur MLA Akash
Saxena, who was also pres-
ent at the unveiling of the
big knife, said Rampuri
knife used to be a symbol
of fear once, but today it is
being recognised as a craft.
The MLA said that the au-
thorities have appealed to
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath to keep the in-
dustries involved in knife-
making out of GST. Local
traders on the other hand
believe that the new round-

about may give a boost to
the demand of the trade-
mark knife, but still a lot
needs to be done. Rehmat
Raza Khan, a local who has
been manufacturing
knives for generations,
told PTI, “In early nineties,
there were over two dozen
units manufacturing
Rampuri knives which
were sold in several small
shops. Apart from the
main markets these shops
also lined markets near
Railway station and bus
stops where visitors pur-
chased them as sou-
venirs.” Khan rued that
though the knife gained
popularity after finding
mention in scores of bolly-
wood flicks, its association
with violence also led to its
downfall.

‘Rampuri chaku’ vies for an edgy
comeback with statue in honour

Agra (UP), Mar 26 (PTI):
In a display of communal
harmony and brother-
hood, some Muslim in-
mates at the Central Jail
here joined their Hindu
brethren to fast on
Navratri — a gesture re-
ciprocated by a few Hindu
prisoners who observed
‘roza’ during Ramzan.

Chaitra Navratri, the
nine-day Hindu celebra-
tion of the triumph of
good over evil, started on
March 22 while the
Muslim holy month of
Ramzan began the follow-
ing day.

Radha Krishna Mishra,
the deputy inspector gen-
eral in-charge at Central
Jail, told PTI, “Muslim in-
mates are observing fast
for Navratri and also tak-

ing part in ‘bhajan (devo-
tional songs)’ being organ-
ised at the temple on the
premises.”

Pointing to the Hindu
inmates observing roza,
Mishra said, “It is a good
concept where inmates
from both the religions are
generating a message of
Hindu-Muslim unity.”

In a video released by
the jail authorities,
Naushad, an inmate,
shared his views on fast-
ing during Navratri.

“I kept a fast on the first
day of Navratri and will
keep one on the last day. In
jail, we all live with unity
and respect everyone’s re-
ligious sentiments.

“We take part in the bha-
jans organised at the tem-
ple and sing with the

Hindu inmates.”
Alok Singh, the jailor,

said the facility has 905 in-
mates. Of them, 17 Muslim
inmates observed a fast on
Navratri while 37 Hindus
observed roza.

The jail administration
has made arrangements
for fruits and milk for in-
mates fasting for Navratri.
For the inmates observing
roza, the authorities have
arranged for dates to
break their fasts.

Since Friday, the jail au-
thorities have also been or-
ganising ‘Bhagwat Katha’
for the prisoners. On
March 31, a ‘bhandara’
will be organised.

“It brings positivity
among the inmates and
keeps them motivated,”
Singh added.

BROTHERHOOD IN AGRA JAIL

Muslim inmates observe fast on Navratri,
Hindus partake in roza for Ramzan
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AFGHAN GIRLS IN SCHOOL

Girls raise their hands in their classroom on the first day of the new school year, in Kabul, Afghanistan. The new
Afghan educational year started, but high school remained closed for girls for the second year after Taliban
returned to power in 2021. 

Lahore, Mar 26 (PTI):

Pakistan’s ousted prime
minister Imran Khan held
a massive rally here on
Sunday and presented his
party’s 10-point roadmap
for the cash-strapped
country’s economic recov-
ery, including sops for the
diaspora.

Addressing the public
rally at Minar-i-Pakistan
in the early hours of
Sunday, the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
chairman challenged the
country’s ruling party to
put forward a plan to res-
cue Pakistan from the
many crises it finds itself
mired in.

“I challenge that the in-
cumbent rulers don’t have
the ability or the intention
[to save the country],” he
said.

Khan, 70, said he would
happily step aside if the
establishment tells him
they have a plan.

“I know what the pro-
gramme is there is no pro-
gramme,” he was quoted

as saying by the Dawn
newspaper. Announcing
the 10-point programme,
Khan said that overseas
Pakistanis will be motivat-
ed to invest in Pakistan to
attract foreign direct in-
vestments to avoid going
to the IMF again and
again. “We will facilitate
all those who would export
and bring dollars into the
country,” he added.
Pakistan, which is in dire
need of funds as it battles

a wrenching economic cri-
sis, has received economic
assistance from the IMF in
the past. The country is in
discussions with global
lender to resume its loan
programme.

Khan asserted that the
country needs to take diffi-
cult decisions to improve
its tax collections and ex-
ports. “A major surgery is
needed to put our house in
order. Overseas Pakistanis
will bring their dollars to

the country provided they
are given incentives,” he
said, adding that only 2.5
million Pakistanis out of
220 million pay taxes.

“There is a need to in-
crease the tax base to
achieve progress,” he said
and also proposed giving
loans to young people to
start businesses and reviv-
ing the mortgage scheme.

Khan said his govern-
ment would promote
tourism, adding that the
minerals sector would be
focused on generating rev-
enue. The ex-premier said
after coming to power his
government would in-
crease agriculture produc-
tivity with the cooperation
of China.

The government would
take measures to stop
money laundering, he
said, adding that the cur-
rent account deficit would
be curtailed as well.

Khan, who is facing
threats to his life, ad-
dressed the rally from a
bullet-proof glass contain-
er.

Imran Khan unveils 10-point roadmap
to revive cash-strapped Pakistan

Pakistan’s former prime minister Imran Khan (bottom L)
speaks to his supporters from behind a bulletproof shield
at a rally in Lahore early on March 26.

Islamabad, Mar 26 (PTI):

Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif on
Sunday hit back at
President Arif Alvi, ac-
cusing him of being parti-
san and following the dic-
tates of his Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf party in-
stead of remaining neu-
tral as the head of the
state.

His comments came
two days after President
Alvi in a letter on Friday
accused the premier of
using disproportionate
force against politicians,
political workers and
journalists in recent
clashes with former
prime minister Imran
Khan’s PTI.

The president, who was
a member of Khan’s party

before assuming the of-
fice, had also asked Sharif
to direct all authorities to
assist the Election
Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) in holding the
Punjab and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa elections
as per the orders of the
Supreme Court.

In his five-page letter to
President Alvi, Sharif
said that he was writing
to “set the record of the

government straight” and
bring the latter’s “parti-
san attitude” on record.

He said Alvi’s commu-
nication in parts read like
“a press release of the op-
position political party
PTI whose one-sided, anti-
government views you
continue to openly es-
pouse, notwithstanding
your constitutional
oath/office of President ‘’.

He said that the presi-
dent on several occasions
violated his oath, includ-
ing the order of the disso-
lution of the National
Assembly in April last
year on direction of then
prime minister Imran
Khan, and also his failure
to discharge his constitu-
tional duty to give oath to
Sharif on his election as
the prime minister.

Shehbaz Sharif accuses President Alvi of
following dictates of Imran Khan’s party

Kyiv, Mar 26 (AP):

The top commander of
Ukraine’s military said on
Saturday that his forces
were pushing back against
Russian troops in the long
and grinding battle for the
town of Bakhmut, and
British military intelli-
gence says Russia appears
to be moving to a defensive
strategy in eastern
Ukraine. “The Bakhmut di-
rection is the most difficult.
Thanks to the titanic ef-
forts of the defence forces,
the situation is being stabi-
lized,” Gen. Valerii
Zaluzhnyi said in a post on
Telegram giving a synopsis
of a telephone call with
Adm. Sir Tony Radakin,
Britain’s chief of defence
staff. The seven-month

fight for Bakhmut, where
Russian forces have closed
in on three sides, is the
longest battle of the war,
with Russia deploying both
regular soldiers and fight-
ers of the mercenary
Wagner Group. Russian
forces must go through
Bakhmut to push deeper
into parts of the eastern
Donbas region, though
Western officials say the
capture of the city would
have limited impact on the
course of the war. Britain’s
Defence Ministry said in its
latest intelligence update
that “Russia’s assault on
the Donbas town of
Bakhmut has largely
stalled. This is likely prima-
rily a result of extreme at-
trition of the Russian
force”. Russia is likely shift-

ing its focus toward two
other sectors, which “sug-
gests an overall return to a
more defensive operational
design after inconclusive
results from its attempts to
conduct a general offensive
since January”, the UK
ministry wrote on Twitter.
However, the Ukrainian
military cautioned that a
change in strategy was not
yet clear and that Bakhmut
remained Russia’s main
point of attack for now. A
spokesman for Ukraine’s
eastern forces, Serhii
Cherevaty, said the Russian
forces were still hitting the
town with artillery and
airstrikes, although the
number of daily clashes
had dropped to fewer than
20, down from 30 to 50 not
long ago.

Russia ‘largely stalled’ in
Bakhmut, shifting focus: UK Washington, Mar 26

(PTI): A 35-year-old man
has been sentenced to 100
years of hard labour for
causing the death of a 5-
year-old Indian-origin girl
in the US state of
Louisiana in 2021, accord-
ing to local media reports.
Joseph Lee Smith from
Shreveport was sentenced
following his conviction in
January of the killing of
Mya Patel, local news
media outlets like KSLA
News 12 and the
Shreveport Times report-
ed. Patel was playing in a
hotel room on Monkhouse
Drive when a bullet en-
tered her room and struck
her in the head. Patel was
rushed to a nearby hospi-
tal, where she battled for
three days and was pro-
nounced dead on March 23,
2021. During Smith’s trial,

it was revealed to the jury
that Smith got into an alter-
cation with another man in
the parking lot of the
Super 8 Motel. The hotel
was owned and operated at
that time by Vimal and
Snehal Patel, who lived in a
ground-floor unit with Mya
and a younger sibling.
During the altercation,
Smith struck the other
man with a 9-mm handgun,
which discharged. The bul-
let missed the other man
but went into the hotel
room and struck Patel in
the head before grazing her
mother. District Judge
John D Mosely sentenced
Smith to 60 years at hard
labour without the benefit
of probation, parole or re-
duction of sentence in con-
nection with the March
2021 slaying of Mya Patel,
reports said.

Man gets 100-yr jail over
death of Indian child in US

Washington, Mar 26 (PTI):

A group of Khalistan
supporters gathered in
front of the Indian
Embassy here and many
of their speakers tried to
incite violence, but timely
intervention by an alert
US Secret Service and
local police prevented a
repeat of London and San
Francisco incidents of
vandalism at the mission.

Separatist Sikhs, who
gathered outside the
Indian Embassy in down-
town Washington DC on
Saturday, hurled abusive
language and openly
threatened Indian
Ambassador to the US,
Taranjit Singh Sandhu.
The Ambassador was not
in the embassy at the time
of the protest.

Some of the speakers
were seen inciting fellow

protestors to indulge in
violence and break the
windows and glasses of
the building across the
road.

In their speeches, most
of the protestors were
seen trying to incite vio-
lence not only in India but
here as well, including

physical damage to the
Indian Embassy property.

Sensing that things
might go out of control,
the Secret Service and the
local police quickly
brought in reinforcement
and more forces were de-
ployed and at least three
police vans were placed in

front of the Embassy. At
one point of time, five pro-
testers quickly crossed
the road and were about
to break into the tempo-
rary marker of the em-
bassy property near the
pole unfurling the tri-
colour before they were
asked to leave.

US cops foil Khalistan backers’ bid to attack mission

Khalistan supporters protest outside Indian Embassy in Washington, USA.

Rolling fork (US), Mar 26 (AP):

Rescuers raced to search
for survivors and help
hundreds of people left
homeless after a powerful
tornado cut a devastating
path through Mississippi,
killing at least 25 people,
injuring dozens, and flat-
tening entire blocks as it
carved a path of destruc-
tion for more than an hour.
One person was killed in
Alabama.

The tornado devastated
a swath of the Mississippi
Delta town of Rolling
Fork, reducing homes to
piles of rubble, flipping
cars on their sides and top-
pling the town’s water
tower. Residents hunkered
down in bath tubs and
hallways during Friday
night’s storm and later
broke into a John Deere
store that they converted

into a triage center for the
wounded. “There’s noth-
ing left,” said Wonder
Bolden, holding her grand-
daughter, Journey, while
standing outside the rem-
nants of her mother’s
now-leveled mobile home
in Rolling Fork. “There’s
just the breeze that’s run-

ning, going through — just
nothing.” The Mississippi
Emergency Management
Agency announced late
Saturday afternoon in a
tweet that the death toll
had risen to 25 and that
dozens of people were in-
jured. Four people previ-
ously reported missing

had been found.
Other parts of the Deep

South were digging out
from damage caused by
other suspected twisters.
One man died in Morgan
County, Alabama, the
sheriff ’s department there
said in a tweet.
Throughout Saturday, sur-
vivors walked around
dazed and in shock as they
broke through debris and
fallen trees with chain
saws, searching for sur-
vivors.

Power lines were pinned
under decades-old oaks,
their roots torn from the
ground. Mississippi Gov.
Tate Reeves issued a State
of Emergency and vowed
to help rebuild as he head-
ed to view the damage in
an area speckled with
wide expanses of cotton,
corn and soybean fields
and catfish farming ponds.

There’s nothing left: Deep South tornadoes kill 26

Aerial view of a destroyed neighborhood in Rolling Fork,
Mississippi, after a tornado touched down in the area.

Moscow, Mar 26 (AP):

Russian President Vladimir
Putin announced plans to sta-
tion tactical nuclear weapons in
neighbouring Belarus, a warn-
ing to the West as it steps up
military support for Ukraine.
Putin said the move was trig-
gered by Britain’s decision this
past week to provide Ukraine
with armor-piercing rounds
containing depleted uranium.
The Russian leader earlier
made a false claim that the
rounds have nuclear compo-
nents. He subsequently toned
down his language, but insisted
in a state television interview
broadcast Saturday night that
the ammunition posed an addi-
tional danger to both troops
and civilians in Ukraine.
Tactical nuclear weapons are
intended for use on the battle-
field, unlike more powerful,

longer-range strategic nuclear
weapons. Russia plans to main-
tain control over the ones it
plans to Belarus, and construc-
tion of storage facilities for
them will be completed by July
1, Putin said. Putin didn’t say
how many nuclear weapons
Russia would keep in Belarus.
The U.S. government believes
Russia has about 2,000 tactical
nuclear weapons, which
include bombs that can be car-
ried by tactical aircraft, war-
heads for short-range missiles

and artillery rounds. In his
interview, Putin argued that by
deploying its tactical nuclear
weapons in Belarus, Russia was
following the lead of the United
States, noting that the U.S. has
nuclear weapons based in
Belgium, Germany, Greece,
Italy, the Netherlands and
Turkey. “We are doing what
they have been doing for
decades, stationing them in
certain allied countries, prepar-
ing the launch platforms and
training their crews,” Putin
said. “We are going to do the
same thing.” Russia has stored
its tactical nuclear weapons at
dedicated depots on its territo-
ry, and moving part of the arse-
nal to a storage facility in
Belarus would up the ante in
the Ukrainian conflict by plac-
ing them closer to the Russian
aircraft and missiles already
stationed there.

Russia will station tactical
nukes in Belarus: Putin

Cairo, Mar 26 (AP):

UN inspectors visiting
southern Libya found
drums containing natural
uranium reported missing
earlier this month in the
chaos-stricken country,
the UN nuclear watchdog
said on Saturday.

The International
Atomic Energy Agency
said earlier this month
that some 2.5 tons of natu-
ral uranium stored at a
site in the southern town
of Sabha had gone miss-
ing. Forces of the Libyan
commander Khalifa Hifter
said they found the miss-
ing material close to the
storage site. In a statement
to The Associated Press on
Saturday, the Vienna-
based agency said UN in-
spectors visited the area

on March 21 and saw the
material being transferred
to the storage site.

UN inspectors found
that a “relatively small
amount of UOC (Uranium
ore concentrate) was still
unaccounted for,” it said.

The IAEA said, however,
there was no immediate
radiological risk at the lo-
cation. The statement said
investigations were still
underway on the matter
including reconciling the
quantities of natural ura-
nium at the site with those
previously verified by the
IAEA. The IAEA said its
director-general, Rafael
Mariano Grossi, informed
member states Friday
about the findings of the
visit. Natural uranium
cannot immediately be
used for energy produc-

tion or bomb fuel, as the
enrichment process typi-
cally requires the metal to
be converted into a gas,
then later spun in cen-
trifuges to reach the levels
needed.

But each ton of natural
uranium if obtained by a
group with the technologi-
cal means and resources
can be refined to 5.6 kilo-
grams (12 pounds) of
weapons-grade material
over time, experts say.

The material dates back
to the rule of late dictator
Moammar Gadhafi, who
stored thousands of bar-
rels of so-called yellow-
cake uranium for a once-
planned uranium conver-
sion facility that was
never built in his decades-
long secret weapons pro-
gram.

UN nuclear watchdog says 
missing Libya uranium found

Paris, Mar 26 (AP):

French police and envi-
ronmental activists fought
violent pitched battles on
Saturday around a giant
agricultural irrigation
reservoir in rural western
France.

The interior minister re-
ported more than 30 peo-
ple injured and said police
detonated more than 4,000
non-lethal dispersion
grenades as they fended
off hundreds of protest-
ers, some armed with ma-
chetes, axes and gasoline
bombs.

The clashes around the
reservoir being built in the
rural community of
Sainte-Soline highlighted
increasing pressure on
precious water resources
in the face of climate
change.

French authorities
argue that giant irrigation
reservoirs are necessary
to allow farmers to contin-
ue growing food crops
when droughts are becom-
ing more common. Critics
say the reservoirs sustain
ecologically unsustainable
types of industrial farm-
ing and imprison water
that would otherwise natu-
rally irrigate soils and
feed rivers and streams.

Video footage showed
protesters advancing in
clouds of tear gas, police
vehicles burning and peo-
ple hurling projectiles at
police lines.

Interior Minister Gerald
Darmanin said two criti-
cally injured people one of
them a police officer, the
other a protester were
transported by helicopter
for hospital treatment.

French activists wield axes,
machetes at reservoir protest



T he Tamil Nadu governor
R.N. Ravi has exposed the

current social structural fault
lines in his state, when he said
that “there is much talk of so-
cial justice in the state, yet
atrocities against the Dalits
are prevalent in Tamil Nadu”.
This is happening in state
where the Dravidian move-
ment and ruling by Dravidian
parties espoused “social jus-
tice”. The statements of the
current CM M.K. Stalin and
his actions show that
Dravidian parties treating the
Dalit as vote bank for their po-
litical cause while showing
awful response when Dalit
were ill-treated, humiliated,
exploited or even physically
assaulted. The governor’s
speech can’t be brushed aside
as the one delivered by the
Delhi agent, as is being done
by CM Stalin and his ministe-
rial colleagues, since governor
Ravi has quoted latest inci-
dents on record.

The New Year saw a series
of incidents in Tamil Nadu
victimizing Dalits. The video
posted in the social media
showed a Dalit family in
Toothukkodi district, denied
access for the burial ground
through the main road, was

carrying their dead through
the lush paddy fields has not
touched the conscious of CM
Stalin. In another incidents
the human fecal matter was
thrown in to the water tank
used by the Dalit families lead-
ing to the hospitalization of
girls. The Dalit activists claim
that these are not isolated inci-
dents but frequent happenings
in at least 10 districts of Tamil
Nadu. Surprisingly the local
media is not bringing out
those incidents out nor ques-
tioning the inaction on the
part of DMK government
headed by M.K. Stalin.

As per the information ob-
tained through RTI, the num-
ber of villages per state prac-
ticing untouchability is high-
est in Tamil Nadu. The union
Home ministry date identified
Tamil Nadu as the state
“where the most of the Dalits
and Scheduled Tribes are sub-
jected to various kinds of vio-
lence. The same report identi-
fied 37 villages in Tamil Nadu,
out of couple of hundred vil-
lages across the country, in
2020, as ‘atrocity prone’ vil-
lages. The ‘atrocity prone’ vil-
lages are those villages where
the Dalit communities are liv-
ing in vulnerable social atmos-
phere, being threatened and
discriminated and their safety
is suspect. Despite such a spe-
cific input from the centre the
DMK government is not doing
much to act on the perpetua-
tors of atrocities on Dalits.

The question that arises is
why the Dravidian movement
which claims to be the builder
of social equality platform is
tolerating such atrocities on
Dalit. It is a fact that the vil-
lage structure has undergone
a change after the Dravidian
equality movement. Basically

the Dravidian movement is
anti-Brahmin movement. Till
that movement was initiated
by Periyar Ramaswamy every
field was dominated by the
Brahmins in Tamil areas of
Madras province. It was
against this domination of a
single caste that the Dravidian
movement got mobilised the
other castes, especially the
second rung castes and built
up hate against Brahmin com-
munity, successfully. This so-
cial movement turned into po-
litical movement by DMK and
captured power in 1967.

Despite many splits in
DMK, the Dravidian parties
hold continued either as DMK
or AIADMK. The political
power from the assembly to
the village panchayat level is
with the middle castes and
these caste people are now per-
petuators of atrocities against
the Dalit. These middle castes
replaced the Brahmins in per-
petuating the caste supremacy.
Barring those Brahmins, who
are dedicated to the temple
priests’ profession, the vil-
lages across Tamil Nadu are
devoid of Brahmin families.

The Tamil Brahmins, to
save themselves from the
wrath of the DMK, first mi-
grated to metro cities of India
and from there to abroad in
search of livelihood. Having
thrown out the upper caste
Brahmins from the Tamil
land, the middle castes, who
are ardent supporters of
Dravidian politics and parties
are using their social  and po-
litical power to subjugate the
Dalit. It is because of this
proximity with those in power
the current crop perpetuators
of atrocities against the Dalit
are going scot free. Whether
the Dalit are allowed to vote

freely is also doubtful.
In some sections it is report-

ed that the Dalit vote moving
away from the DMK is the
cause for increased tension in
the country side. Dalit intellec-
tual groups are becoming as-
sertive on their rights and de-
manding share in the political
power which is not to the lik-
ing of DMK as they wish to
have their selected leaders to
represent the Dalits in the poli-
tics and not the independent
minded from those communi-
ties. It is this political interest
of DMK which is allowing
those middle level party leader
to flex their muscles against
the Dalit castes without fear.

The Laws made to protect
the rights of Dalits are also
not helping those oppressed
communities in the absence of
political will to punish the of-
fenders. Another point is that
the cases filed on the
Prevention of atrocities
against SC/ST communities
are not immediately taken up
by the police in Tamil Nadu.
Huge number of cases are
kept pending by the police, ob-
viously under political in-
struction, in the name of veri-
fication of the caste of the
complainant. That verifica-
tion of caste is a ploy to drag
the issue as such verification
has to be done by the revenue
authorities which work direct-
ly under the government.

The pendency of such cases
in Tamil Nadu is very and
there were cases which were
pending since 1992. In the ab-
sence of action on their com-
plaints the Dalits are left to
suffer. If this is the fate of
Dalit in a state where the ‘so-
cial equality’ was claimed to
have achieved under
Dravidian social movement.
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Incredible feat
The incredible feat achieved by

boxers Nitu Ghanghas and Saweety
Boora are admirable. The ongoing
Women's World Boxing
Championships in New Delhi wit-
nessed the duo emerging as world
champions in their respective
weight categories, 48 kg and 81 kg.
Nitu Ghanghas has been in in-
domitable form throughout the tour-
nament, winning her first three
bouts by RSC (Referee stops con-
test) and eventually dominating the
48 kg final against Mongolia's
Lutsaikhan Altansetseg with a 5-0
win. Saweety Boora, on the other
hand, won the gold in the 81 kg cate-
gory via a split verdict, registering a
4-3 win over China's Wang Lina.
With this victory, India now has a
total of 12 Women's World Boxing
Championships gold medals, with
legendary Rajya Sabha MP MC Mary
Kom winning six of them. Nitu
Ghanghas and Saweety Boora have
joined an elite list of Indian women
boxers who have made the nation
proud with their outstanding per-
formances. I would like to extend my
warmest congratulations to the duo
and applaud their efforts, which
have brought great glory to our
country. Their dedication, hard
work, and perseverance serve as an
inspiration to many young aspiring
boxers in the nation.
Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee, Faridabad

Remembering Pash
Avtar Singh Sandhu, also known

as Pash, was born on September 9,
1950, in the village of Talwandi
Salem in Jalandhar, Punjab. Pash's
poetry has always had political over-
tones. Pash was opposed to reli-
gious fanaticism and harshly criti-
cised the state's authoritarian na-
ture. On March 25, 1988, he was as-
sassinated in New Delhi by
Khalistani militants. Decades after
his death Pash’s ideas still reverber-
ate to the contemporary socio-politi-
cal milieu. With the country's com-
munal tensions on the rise, it's a
good time to remember Pash's revo-
lutionary spirit.
Vijaykumar H K, Raichur, Karnataka 

Double standards 
in Adani row

It is alarming to witness the per-
sonal attacks on Rahul Gandhi by
senior BJP members regarding the
Adani row. The opposition's right to
seek answers in alleged cases of
money laundering must not be hin-
dered. While there is a call for
charges against Gandhi under the
sedition law, proceedings in
Parliament regarding the Adani issue
should not be stopped. As a private
businessman, Adani should not be
defended by the ruling party. The re-
cent sentence of Rahul Gandhi in the
Surat court for a 'Modi surname' re-
mark highlights that no one is above
the law. Therefore, it is concerning
that Adani is seemingly given immu-
nity. The lawmakers must serve the
nation and set an example by avoid-
ing personal scores at the taxpayers'
expense. The ruling party must elim-
inate double standards and uphold
justice in the Adani row.

Shivkumar Mishra, Raipur
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Members of Janjati Dharma Sanskriti Suraksha Manch (JDSSM) during their 'Chalo Dispur' protest, in Guwahati, Sunday, March 26.

CHALO DISPUR PROTEST

What dalits gained under dravidan rule
DR. DUGGARAJU 
SRINIVASA RAO

T he Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO), on March 26,
2023, added another feather to its cap by launching the

LVM3-M3 OneWeb India-2 mission, which included 36 satellites.
This mission was a collaboration between ISRO and the OneWeb
Group Company, aimed at creating a low-earth orbit (LEO) con-
stellation of 72 satellites for global communication.  The launch
was a textbook success, with the spacecraft lifting off from the
Satish Dhawan Space Centre in Sriharikota and deploying the
satellites in five stages on their respective orbital planes, after the
shutdown of the cryo stage. This will add 36 satellites to the
OneWeb fleet and complete the first-ever global LEO constellation.
The mission is also significant for ISRO as it is the second launch in
2023 after the successful launch of the SSLV-D2/EOS07 mission in
February. ISRO's collaboration with the OneWeb Group Company
is aimed at providing broadband connectivity across the world.
The UK-based company is implementing a constellation of LEO
satellites, with India's Bharti Enterprises serving as a major in-
vestor and shareholder in OneWeb. The 150-kilogram satellites are
deployed in 12 planes, with each plane separated by four kilome-
ters in altitude to prevent an inter-plane collision. The LVM-III is
the redesignated title of India's heaviest launch vehicle,
Geosynchronous Launch Vehicle Mark-III (GSLV-MkIII). The rock-
et's name was changed to LVM-III because it will not deploy the
satellite in a geosynchronous orbit. The OneWeb satellites operate
in LEO at an altitude of 1,200 kilometers, and the three stages of
the rocket performed nominally, taking the spacecraft to its desig-
nated orbit.  ISRO's latest achievement is a significant milestone in
the organization's journey since its inception in 1969. Over the
years, ISRO has achieved several milestones and put India on the
global map as a leading player in space technology. In 2008, ISRO
successfully launched Chandrayaan-1, India's first lunar mission,
which discovered water molecules on the moon's surface. In 2013,
ISRO launched the Mars Orbiter Mission (MOM), also known as
Mangalyaan, which made India the first country to enter Mars
orbit on its first attempt. The MOM mission was completed at a
fraction of the cost of similar missions by other countries, show-
casing India's capability to achieve more with less. ISRO has also
played a vital role in providing satellite-based communication
services to India. In 1983, India launched the INSAT-1B, which was
the first Indian satellite to provide domestic communication serv-
ices. Since then, ISRO has launched a series of satellites under the
INSAT program, providing various communication, meteorological,
and navigation services. In 2017, ISRO launched a record 104 satel-
lites in a single mission, including satellites from various countries,
demonstrating India's potential as a cost-effective and reliable
launch partner. ISRO's latest triumph, the LVM3-M3 OneWeb
India-2 mission, is a testament to the organization's commitment
to advancing space technology and providing valuable services to
humanity. The mission is a significant milestone in ISRO's journey
towards enabling global connectivity, and it showcases India's po-
tential as a space power.

ISRO’s Trailblazing
Achievement

Kajal Chatterjee

T he significance of Greats
lie not only in excellence

of their works, but also in con-
tinued or all-time relevance of
it. The films of Satyajit Ray
can be visualised in that light.
Apart from his protest against
inequality, superstition, feu-
dalism, corruption intoler-
ance through films; many of
Ray's works shed light on
speech also whose relevance
would not evaporate
overnight from the society.

"Sakha Prosakha" --- his
penultimate film. An old fa-
ther suffers a massive heart
attack in a far off town. His 3
Kolkata-based sons rushed to
the place with their respective
families. The youngest son
Pratap is a bachelor and an
idealist principled person
with values just like his fa-
ther. But the two elder broth-
ers have joined the "main-
stream" of corruption. While
the two elder brothers were
seen to be talkative and "so-
cial", Pratap was seen as de-
pressed and morose with a sad
face throughout. Within a few
days the health situation of
the father improved and all
the brothers, their wives and
children went for a picnic in a

desolate area. When all were
either singing or gossiping
under the trees, Pratap was
silently standing alone at a
distance. In that juncture, one
of the brothers couldn't re-
strain himself and started
taunting Pratap for his
"strange behaviour" and con-
stantly coaxing him to “open
up”. At last Pratap exploded
and protested against the cor-
rupt practice all around blam-
ing his two elder brothers as
well. Also he shocked every-
one by declaring that he has
resigned from his high profile
job in the private sector so as
to protest against corruption
prevalent there and joined as
an independent actor in a
Jatra group(folk theatre).

After he poured out all that
was constantly haunting his
mind, the said brother asked
Pratap -- 'However one thing
you would have to admit ---
Now you are feeling extremely
relieved and relaxed". In re-
sponse at last Pratap smiled
and admitted that it is indeed
the truth.

No, Pratap has not found
any solution in life. The cor-
ruption will also see no end.
But by succeeding in venting
out his emotion and thoughts,
Pratap certainly got a new

lease of life and could earn a
new strength or energy to
walk on his principled path.
And therein lies the impor-
tance of freedom of speech.
Just like that elder brother
who coaxed Pratap to “open
up” and despite getting criti-
cised was encouraging him to
"Carry on"; all sectors of the
society should have this guts
and liberalism to allow people
to express their frustration
and feelings instead of intimi-
dating or throttling them.

Or Ray's swan song
"Agantuk". The opposite hap-
pens. The views of the protag-
onist(played by legendary
Utpal Dutta) were challenged
by the friend of the host.
When the friend found him-
self at wit's end with all his as-
sertion getting vanquished
with logic  by the protagonist;
the former stooped down to
character assassination of the
latter and vanished from the
scene. Had he been legally
powerful enough, surely he
would have prosecuted the
protagonist. Indeed that is the
exact picture of the society --
prompt character assassina-
tion or physical attack if per-
sonal or "mainstream" views
get thwarted.

"Ganashatru" --- Ray's third-

last film. The Doctor finds
through his factual analysis
that the water supplied in the
temple complex including the
Charanamrita(Holy water) is
polluted. When the concerned
authorities failed to convince
the Doctor that "Tulsi leaves
destroy all germs" with the
latter continuing to spread the
message that the water is  in-
deed polluted, he was psycho-
logically tortured to the ex-
treme including  robbing all
forums to register his protest
or warning. With voice being
choked, even that valiant up-
right Doctor found himself de-
feated.

“Ghare Baire” --- based on
Rabindranath Tagore's story.
The hot speeches in favour of
forced Swadeshi compelling
the poor Muslim traders to
boycott foreign goods was
wreaking havoc on the econo-
my of the already weak lot.
Naturally counter-hot speech-
es started invading the air
from Muslim gatherings lead-
ing to riots, killings and what
not. And in the film
“Mahapurush”, a “Spiritual
Guru” was shown lecturing
his “educated” disciples on
his personal interaction with
the Who’s Who of internation-
al history including Jesus.

And the gullible lot were sim-
ply believing all his rhetoric
without any ifs and buts with
the” Guru” laughing all the
way to the bank.

"Hirak Rajar Deshe" --- the
1980 film where the subjects in
the Kingdom were not only
trampled under the maraud-
ing feet of exploitation, they
were forcefully inserted into a
Brainwashing machine re-
sulting in a new avatar of
themselves shouting the
"Greatness" of the King.

However in the end of the
film, it was shown that a new
dawn has emerged with the
brainwashed subjects being
relieved from their intoxicat-
ed spell with the dictatorship
of the King getting eliminat-
ed. And "Ganashatru" also
ended with the similar note
where the Doctor wakes up in
surprise hearing shouts in
favour of him closing towards
his house.

Ray ended the said two
films in a very optimistic note
transmitting the message that
we all should indeed over-
come all hurdles on the path
of independent expression
one day. Also let us all be sane
in our speech and thoughts
through rational application
of God-awarded intellect.

Relevance of Satyajit Ray

Central Chronicle invites articles, write-ups, and comments on a wide range of
issues for our editorial page. Submissions should be between 800-900 words in
length. In addition, we welcome letters to the editor for this page. While letters

may be edited for clarity, we aim to preserve the integrity of the original message,
and ask that they be kept to around 50-60 words. Submissions can be sent via

email to editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com.

By- Er.Rajesh Pathak                   

J ihadist incidents seems to have got to be a part of the life in
Germany, France, Sweden and other European countries . In

what a well-planned way this is being done  is what is  needed  to be
understood. Jihadist elements first bring into execution an incident,
and then ran away into their locality on the arrival of the  police-
force  on the scene.  Where already trained in dealing  with such
kind of exigencies  well organized residents force  the chasing po-
licemen to backtrack  through stone pelting and such other  com-
bative tricks. Then comes the turn of so-called human right activists
among them who mobilize shouting  that  being minorities  there
people are being categorically criminalized  by the police and ad-
ministration. On the other side journalists, writers, advocates and
other intellectuals engaged in art and cultures set upon painting the
story that Jihad is the brainchild of handful of misguided lots, which
has nothing to do with the common ‘Peace-loving’ Muslims. But the
facts have different story to tell .Denmark had to put the ban on the
funding of mosques. And behind this step all the political parties
came stood united. The cause behind what  Denmark  did  is said to
be  Turkey having given away  the fund for the construction of 25
mosques in 6 cities of the country . Yet this is not an isolated case.
Taliba mosque alone received whopping  57 crores from Saudi
Arabia !  The display of solo  music by an individual on a corner of
the street  is the rare charm  of the Denmark culture. As the Muslims
grew in influence population wise this music  has now begun to irri-
tate  fanatics among them  due to their ‘Sharia’ forbidding  that.
Where Muslims being 8% of the population in that France last year
the Anti-separatism law has come to force. Interior minister, Gerald
Dermanin, had put 24 mosques to closure in last 2 years. And the
the leader of opposition Marine Le Pen of Ressemblant party is not
yet satisfied . She wants all the mosques nursing Jehad must be
shut down uncategorically; and whatever be the amount of Jihadist
elements they must be deported back to the country of their origin.
Le Pen has demanded that the Muslims using headscarves in the
public place should be fined. Once refugees displaced due to ‘Jihad’
in Syria, Afghanistan and Iraq were warmly received in Germany.
This ‘liberal’ gesture  fetched immense appreciation to Chancellor
,Angela Morkel, worldwide . But later world also got to see  the slo-
gans demanding her to step down from the post of Head of the
State  inside the country because of  her same step . As  in the fren-
zy of ‘ Salafi’ doctrine this has got to be  common thing to see
refugees shouting objectionable religious slogans;   teasing women;
making assault on Police , and in case of Police action putting chil-
dren and ladies on the front  as a counter tactic. And then spreading
fabricated story and morphed videos to tell the world that how their
children and women being treated brutally. But last of all this  came
with infamous   Colon incident of sexual assault on the girls . The
justification that Jihadists gave in response to this incident is far
more notable . They told that the clothes  girls wore were too short ,
which were  in contravention of ‘ Sharia’. And that how could they
tolerate it. Britain’s condition is more alarming. It’s because
Jihadists have their open sympathizers in Labor party backed by
British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC). British Prime Minister even
referred BBC  the  Bolshevik Broadcasting Corporation due to its
Marxist’s leaning, and even called that she had fought three elec-
tions not against Labor  party , but BBC. Increasing Muslim popula-
tion in the country is obviously favorable to these two.  BBC’s broad-
cast on Lester riots had openly been a bias in favor of Muslims that
entire world saw.  Former foreign minister , Jack Straw, who put al-
legation on Narendra Modi regarding Gujarat riot in BBC documen-
tary , himself relied on that Muslim population of his constituency
that is 30%  of the population.

At the door step of Europe 
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BRIEF

Mutual fund
New Delhi: Existing
mutual fund investors
have time till March
31 to nominate a bene-
ficiary or opt out of it
by submitting a decla-
ration form, failing
which their folios will
be frozen, and they
will not be able to re-
deem investment. The
Securities and
Exchange Board of
India (Sebi), in its cir-
cular on June 15, 2022,
made it mandatory for
mutual fund sub-
scribers to submit the
nomination details or
declaration to opt out
of the nomination on
or after August 1, 2022.
Later, the deadline
was extended to
October 1, 2022.

Mirae Asset
Mumbai: Mirae Asset
Investment Managers
India hopes to close
the current year with
an AUM of Rs 1.5 lakh
crore, up from Rs 1.20
lakh crore in
December 2022, on the
back of aggressive
growth in systematic
investments plans and
its forte of equity-
linked funds. Mirae
Asset is the only
Korean fund operat-
ing in the country and
since its entry in 2008,
it has grown to be-
come the 12th largest
fund house in the
country with an AUM
of Rs 1.16 lakh crore
as of February 2023.

WE Hu
Hyderabad: City-
based WE Hub, a state-
led incubator for
women entrepre-
neurs, on Sunday
signed a
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU)
with Cyber West Sign,
an Australian digital
marketing agency, to
promote cross-border
opportunities for
startups in both coun-
tries. The collabora-
tion aims to help
Australian startups
break into the rapidly
expanding Indian
market and vice versa,
by utilising the expert-
ise of WE Hub and
Cyber West Sign in
their respective mar-
kets, a press release
from WE Hub said.

Tenstorrent
New Delhi:
Tenstorrent, a next-
generation computing
company that builds
computers for AI, is
looking to partner
with Indian startups
for building open
source RISC-V based
microprocessors, a top
official of the compa-
ny said. Tenstorrent
CEO Jim Keller told
PTI that he is looking
forward to real India
projects to come out of
the country's startups
like building an entire
data centre using RISC
V services designed by
local companies.

Lexus India
New Delhi: Luxury
carmaker Lexus is
looking to expand its
customer base in
India, enhance sales
infrastructure as
part of its strategy to
grow sales in the
country which is ex-
pected to see the pre-
mium segment re-
turn to pre-Covid lev-
els this year, accord-
ing to a top company
official. The compa-
ny, which is the luxu-
ry car arm of
Japanese auto major
Toyota, completed
six years in India
earlier this month
and now plans to con-
solidate its position
with a slew of meas-
ures to bring in addi-
tional volumes and
growth.

PADDY GRAIN DRYING

Farm workers spread paddy grain for drying, in Nadia district, Sunday, March 26.

Mumbai, Mar 26 (PTI):

With retail inflation re-
maining above the comfort
level of 6 per cent and most
global peers including US
Fed continuing hawkish
stance, the Reserve Bank of
India too may go in for a 25
basis points hike in the bi-
monthly monetary policy
to be announced on April 6,
opined experts.

The Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) of the
Reserve Bank will be meet-
ing for three days on April
3, 5 and 6 to take into ac-
count various domestic and
global factors before com-
ing out with the first bi-
monthly monetary policy
for fiscal 2023-24.

The two key factors
which the committee will
deliberate intensely while
firming up the next mone-
tary policy are elevated re-
tail inflation and the recent
action taken by central

banks of the developed na-
tions especially the US
Federal Reserve, European
Central Bank and Bank of
England.

The Reserve Bank on
India (RBI) has been rais-
ing benchmark rates since
May 2022 to contain infla-
tion which has been largely
driven by external factors,
especially the disruption of
the global supply chain fol-
lowing the outbreak of the
Russia-Ukraine war.

In its last policy meeting
held in February, RBI had
raised the policy rate or
repo by 25 basis points to
6.50 per cent. Having re-
mained below six per cent
for two months (November
and December 2022), the re-
tail inflation breached the
comfort zone warranting
action by the Reserve Bank.

The Consumer Price
Index (CPI)-based inflation
was 6.52 per cent in
January and 6.44 per cent

in February. "Given that
CPI inflation has been 6.5
per cent and 6.4 per cent in
the last two months and
that liquidity is now near
neutral, we may expect the
RBI to raise rates once
again by 25 bps and proba-
bly change stance to neu-
tral to signal that this cycle
is over," opined Madan
Sabnavis, Chief
Economist, Bank of
Baroda.

India Ratings and
Research Chief Economist
D K Pant too expects the
central bank to raise policy
rate by 25 bps (basis
points). "This is likely to be
last rate hike in present pol-
icy tightening cycle," he
said, and added that infla-
tion trajectory from here is
going to decline due to im-
pact of past policy rate
hikes, softening of global
commodity prices, and
base effect.

Meanwhile, Ranen

Banerjee, Partner,
Economic Advisory
Services, PwC India, said
that the risk of dis-anchor-
ing the inflation expecta-
tions by going for a pause
owing to the banking tur-
moil has forced the US Fed,
ECB and BoE to raise the
policy rates. The speech of
US Fed chair clearly articu-
lates that there is going to
be less hawkishness going
forward.

The case for disengage-
ment of the Indian mone-
tary policy moves with the
US Fed has become
stronger and the probabili-
ty of a pause by the RBI on
rate hikes has increased, he
said. "Given that inflation
in India is more from sup-
ply side factors, as dissent-
ed by two of the MPC mem-
bers in the last MPC meet-
ing, we could possibly now
have a majority of MPC
members voting for a
pause," Banerjee said.

Experts predict RBI may
go for 25 basis point hike Ranchi, Mar 26 (PTI):

India's highways infra-
structure will match that
of the US by 2024 for which
work in time bound 'mis-
sion mode' is on including
construction of green ex-
pressways and rail over
bridges, Union Road
Transport and Highways
Minister Nitin Gadkari
said.

He said cabinet nod to
'Bharatmala 2' is likely
soon and once obtained it
will meet the require-
ments of a robust infra-
structure in the country.

"I am confident that
India's highways will be
on par with that of the US
by 2024. Work in a time
bound mission mode is on
to build a robust infra-
structure including a net-
work of green express-
ways across the length and
breadth of India," Gadkari
told PTI in an interview.

The Road Transport and
Highways Minister said in
this year railway over

bridges are being con-
structed at a cost of Rs
16,000 crore which will be
increased to Rs 50,000
crore in five years.

On the Kailash
Mansarovar highway proj-
ect via Pithoragarh,
Gadkari said "Ninety
three per cent work on
Kailash Mansarovar proj-
ect has been completed."

With the completion of
this project, the arduous
trek through treacherous
high-altitude terrain can
be avoided by pilgrims of
Kailash Mansarovar Yatra
and the period of journey
will be reduced by many
days. At present, travel to
Kailash Mansarovar takes

around two to three weeks
through Sikkim or Nepal
routes.

On Bharatmala Phase 2,
the minister said: "Nod is
likely soon to Bharatmala
Phase 2 that will further
accelerate the making of
highways."

About 5,000 km of high-
way network is envisaged
under phase 2 initially.

Bharatmala Pariyojana
is India's largest infra-
structure programme to
develop about 35,000 km of
National Highway corri-
dors, connecting over 580
districts in the nation. The
programme signalled a
paradigm shift to corridor
approach of infrastruc-
ture development.

The overall network of
the nation was reimagined
through scientific studies
including, Origin -
Destination study of
freight movement across
600 districts and crow-
flight alignment for opti-
mised routes to reduce
transit time.

India’s highways infra to
match US by 2024: Gadkari

Mumbai, March 26:  

ICICI Prudential Life Insurance
has launched ICICI Pru Gold,
an innovative long-term sav-
ings product designed to
enable customers to create an
additional income stream to
meet their diverse income
requirements. Besides receiv-
ing guaranteed lifelong
income, the life cover compo-
nent in the product provides
financial security to the fami-
ly.
To cater to the varied income
needs of customers, this prod-
uct is available in three vari-
ants i.e. Immediate Income,
Immediate Income with
Booster and Deferred Income.
Customers opting for the
‘Immediate Income’ variant
can choose to receive income
after 30 days from the date of
policy issuance, enabling them
to immediately create a sup-

plementary source of lifelong
income. Customers who pur-
chase the "Immediate Income
with Booster" variant receive
additional guaranteed income
every fifth policy year in addi-
tion to the lifelong income,
which begins after 30 days
from the policy issuance date.
In the ‘Deferred Income’ vari-
ant, customers have the flexi-
bility to choose when they
want the income to start, as
per their financial goals.
Customers can start receiving
income as early as the second
policy year or as late as the
13th policy year. This gives
customers the flexibility to
receive income as per their
requirements.
Over and above these bene-
fits, ICICI Pru Gold offers cus-
tomers the option to accumu-
late their income in a Savings
Wallet instead of receiving it
as regular payments. 

ICICI Prudential Life Insurance
launches ‘ICICI Pru Gold’

Mumbai, March 26:  

Axis Bank, India’s third
largest private sector bank
and Autotrac Finance Limited
Ltd (AFL), a Gurgaon based
Non-Banking Financial
Company, today announced
its strategic partnership
under the co-lending model
through the Yubi Co.Lend
platform. Through this part-
nership, both lenders will
offer ‘New Tractor Loans’ for
the Agricultural and Allied
activities to cater the finan-
cial needsof the rural seg-
ment in the country.  This
partnership will leverage the
wide customer experience of
AFL and deep financial
expertise of Axis Bank to
enable easy credit availability
for farmers at an optimal
interest rates. AFLhas an
advantage of ready access to
a robust customer base and

dealers across rural and semi-
urban regions (RUSU) in 18
states and it will further con-
tinue to maximize its network
to ensure that farmers whole
heartedly embrace advanced
farming technologies.This part-
nership will also empower Axis
Bank and AFL to reach out to
potential customers whoare
unable to derive advantages of
a formal lending structure.
Backed by tech platform Yubi,
this partnership will offer
seamless processing of loans
as per co-Lending guidelines.
Speaking on the collaboration,
Mr. MunishSharda, Group
Executive & Head - Bharat
Banking, Axis Bank said,'' Our
partnership with AFLis in align-
ment with the Bank’s Bharat
Banking mission of extending
our reach in the remote
regions, and providing finan-
cial services in a seamless dig-
ital manner. 

Axis Bank and AFL
announces partnership  

New Delhi, Mar 26 (PTI):

After stirring a price
war in the soft drink seg-
ment with the relaunch of
Campa, billionaire
Mukesh Ambani-led
Reliance has entered the
personal and home care
segment of FMCG, offering
products at 30 to 35 per cent
lesser price.

Experts say "the jury is
out" and a competitive of-
fering from Reliance would
attract the customers to try
its products and evaluate
performance, quality and
perception in comparison
to the same from the estab-
lished brands. Products of
RCPL, the FMCG arm and
wholly-owned subsidiary
of Reliance Retail Ventures
Limited (RRVL), are avail-
able only in selected mar-

kets but the company is
building a dealer network
on a pan-India basis, and
the availability of its prod-
ucts will be scaled up
across modern and general
trade channels.

"They are creating a dis-
tinct and dedicated distri-
bution network compris-
ing traditional
dealer/stockists as well as
modern trade b2b chan-
nels," said an industry
source. It articulates ambi-
tions to be a relevant player
in the USD 110-billion
FMCG (Fast Moving
Consumer Goods) seg-
ment, largely dominated by
players as HUL, P&G,
Reckitt, and Nestle. RCPL
has priced its Glimmer
beauty soaps, Get Real nat-
ural soaps, and Puric hy-
giene soaps at Rs 25, which

is much lower than the
products of leading brands
such as Lux (Rs 35 for 100
gm), Dettol (Rs 40 for 75 gm)
and Santoor (Rs 34 for 100
gm) etc, while prices of its
Enzo 2 litre front load and
top load liquid detergent is
Rs 250 (on Jio Mart) in
comparison to a 2-litre
pack of Surf Excel Matic
priced at Rs 325. For Enzo
front-load and top-load de-
tergent powder, it had
priced at Rs 149 for 1-kilo-
gramme pack (on Jio
Mart). Front-load and top-
load refer to the two cate-
gories of washing machine.
While, in the dish wash seg-
ment, it has started with
the attractive price point of
Rs 5, 10 and 15 for bars and
has also launched liquid gel
packs at price points of Rs
10, Rs 30 and Rs 45.

Soft drinks to soaps: Reliance
unveils big price war plan

New Delhi, Mar 26 (PTI):

Satellite communica-
tion service provider
OneWeb is able to match
mobile services rates of
western countries but its
prices can't be at par with
the "extremely low" tariff
in India, company's execu-
tive chairman Sunil
Bharti Mittal said on
Sunday.

With the launch of 36
Low Earth Orbit (LEO)
satellites by NewSpace
India Limited early in the
day, OneWeb constellation
now has 618 satellites for
global coverage including
India. Sharing details of
OneWeb launch and serv-
ices, Mittal said that the
services will be affordable
and at par with mobile
rates if a community of
30-40 homes in a village

use it. However, the servic-
es will cost more for indi-
vidual use in India com-
pared to existing mobile
services plans.

"If you ask me, can the
pricing of satellite com-
munication be at par with
mobile tariffs? Whatever
is currently available in
the Western world, it can
be done today. What is
available in India for 2 and
2.5 dollars a month? No,
because that is a pricing
which is extremely low,"
Mitttal said.

OneWeb offering matches
West rates, not India’s: Mittal

New Delhi, Mar 26 (PTI):
The government has hiked cus-
toms duty on import of X-ray
machines and non-portable X-
ray generators to 15 per cent
with effect from April 1.
Currently, portable X-ray
machines and non-portable X-
ray generators and apparatus
attract 10 per cent import duty.
The changes in the customs
duty rate was brought in as part
of the amendments to the
Finance Bill, 2023, which was
passed by the Lok Sabha last
Friday. The new rates would be
effective from April 1, 2023, the
amendment said.
AMRG & Associates Senior
Partner Rajat Mohan said this is
intended to improve barriers to
manufacturing in India. "This
will encourage 'Make in India'
to reduce import dependence in
the niche sector," he said.

Govt hikes duty on
X-ray machine

imports to 15 pc
from Apr 1

New Delhi, Mar 26 (PTI):

Drug firm Zydus
Lifesciences is recalling
over 55,000 bottles of generic
medication in the US mar-
ket due to failed impurities
specifications.

As per the latest enforce-
ment report by the US Food
and Drug Administration
(USFDA), Zydus
Pharmaceuticals (USA) Inc
is recalling 21,936 (30 count)
and 33,096 (100 count) bottles
of Colchicine tablets, which
are used to treat gout. The af-
fected lot is manufactured by
Ahmedabad-based Zydus
Lifesciences and marketed
in the US by New Jersey-
based Zydus
Pharmaceuticals (USA) Inc.

USFDA said the company
is recalling the product due
to "failed impurities/ degra-
dation specifications". An
out-of-specification (OOS) re-

sult was observed during re-
lease testing of one lot for a
related substance, i.e. Beta-
lumicolchicine, it added.
Zydus commenced the Class
III recall on February 24 this
year. As per the USFDA, a
Class III recall is initiated in
a "situation in which use of,
or exposure to, a violative
product is not likely to cause
adverse health conse-
quences". The US market is
the largest market for gener-
ic pharmaceutical products.
The market was estimated to
be around USD 115.2 billion
in 2019.

Zydus recalls over 55k bottles
of generic drug in US

New Delhi, Mar 26 (PTI):

Foreign investors have
pumped Rs 7,200 crore into
the Indian equities so far
this month, mainly driven
by bulk investment in the
Adani Group companies by
the US-based GQG
Partners.

Going ahead, FPIs are
likely to be cautious in the
near term since there is a
risk-off sentiment in equity
markets globally due to the
stress in the US banking
system and the crash in
banking stocks, VK
Vijayakumar, Chief
Investment Strategist at
Geojit Financial Services,
said.

The stress appeared in
the US banking system
after the collapse of Silicon
Valley Bank and Signature
Bank earlier this month.

Most global equity markets
witnessed a sharp recovery,
even as macro sentiments
remained volatile as frail-
ties in European and US
banks were under focus.

"On the economy front,
the US Federal Reserve in-
creased the Fed Fund rates
by 25 basis points while
voicing confidence in the
stability of the US financial
system. FPIs flow are ex-
pected to remain volatile
given the tight central bank
monetary policy," Shrikant
Chouhan, Head of Equity
Research (Retail), Kotak
Securities Ltd, said.

According to the data
with the depositories, for-
eign portfolio investors
(FPIs) invested Rs 7,233
crore in Indian equities till
March 25. This came after a
net outflow of Rs 5,294 crore
in February and Rs 28,852

crore in January. Prior to
that, FPIs infused a net
amount of Rs 11,119 crore
in December, data showed.

The inflow in March is
inclusive of the bulk invest-
ment of Rs 15,446 crore by
GQG in the four Adani
stocks, Vijayakumar said.

Excluding this, FPI activ-
ity in equities represents a
strong selling undercur-
rent. In the calendar year
2023, FPIs have sold equities
to the tune of Rs 26,913
crore.

On the other hand, FPIs
pulled out Rs 313 crore from
the debt markets during the
period under review.

In terms of sectors, FPIs
have been buyers in autos
and auto components, fi-
nancial services, metals
and mining and power.
However, they sold heavily
in IT stocks.

FPIs invest Rs 7,200 cr in
Indian equities in March so far

New Delhi, Mar 26 (PTI):

As many as 346 infra-
structure projects, each en-
tailing an investment of Rs
150 crore or more, have
been hit by cost overruns of
more than Rs 4.46 lakh
crore, as per an official re-
port.

According to Ministry of
Statistics and Programme
Implementation, which
monitors infrastructure
projects worth Rs 150 crore
and above, out of 1,418 proj-
ects, 346 reported cost over-
runs and as many as 823
projects were delayed.

" Total original cost of
implementation of the 1,418
projects was Rs 20,38,026.75
crore and their anticipated
completion cost is likely to
be Rs 24,84,846.99 crore,
which reflects overall cost
overruns of Rs 4,46,820.24
crore (21.92 per cent of orig-

inal cost)," the ministry's
latest report for February
2023 said. According to the
report, the expenditure in-
curred on these projects till
February 2023 is Rs
13,62,707.98 crore, which is
54.84 per cent of the antici-
pated cost of the projects.

However, the number of
delayed projects decreases
to 643 if delay is calculated
on the basis of the latest
schedule of completion.

Further, it stated that for
316 projects neither the
year of commissioning nor
the tentative gestation peri-
od has been reported.

Out of the 823 delayed
projects, 172 have overall de-
lays in the range of 1-12
months, 171 have been de-
layed for 13-24 months, 355
projects for 25-60 months
and 125 projects have been
delayed for more than 60
months.

346 infra projects show cost
overruns of Rs 4.46 lakh crore



ACROSS
1. Mongolian desert
5. Recorded
10. Discharge
14. Long story
15. Maxim
16. Helper
17. Chess term
18. Circus leader
20. Winter toy
21. Leaves
22. Iron setting

23. Little piggies
25. That lady
26. Bemoan
29. Flabbergast
31. Ceremony
35. Opera highlights
36. Made believe
38. Ink holder
39. Oval
41. Linger
42. Most snobbish
44. ____ Witherspoon of

"Pleasantville"
46. Wyatt ____
47. Bombshell ____ West
48. Gets the soap off
49. Private ____
51. Did garden work
52. Setting
55. Blemish
57. At one time
61. Disassembles (2 wds.)
63. Authentic
64. Imitator
65. Rear
66. Misters
67. Throw
68. Brought to a close
69. She, in Marseille

DOWN
1. Valuable stones
2. October gem
3. Snack
4. Summer drink (2 wds.)
5. Shooting range feature
6. Goodbye (Sp.)
7. Window glass
8. Hen products
9. Clinton's party (abbr.)
10. Oriental
11. Tiny insect
12. Original thought
13. Duration
19. Fire remains
24. Beginning
25. Becomes firm
26. Slip-up
27. Hockey venue

28. Trivial
29. Get up
30. Cried
32. Loiters
33. Poke fun at
34. Margins
36. Earnest request
37. Ghostly
40. Green citrus fruit
43. Can ____ (kitchen devices)
45. Approve
48. Decomposed
50. Sure!
51. Racetrack animal
52. Doctor's "at once!"
53. Guitarist's aid
54. Supplements
55. Bridge
56. Reimbursed
58. Astronaut ____ Armstrong
59. Poet ____ Sandburg
60. In addition
62. Exist
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The 52nd Annual All
India Bhaskar Rao
Nritya and Sangeet

Sammelan organised by
Pracheen Kala Kendra
came to a grand conclu-
sion with a three-day ex-
travaganza showcasing
various classical music
and dance performances.
The festival aimed to pro-
mote the classical per-
forming arts of India and
was a highly anticipated
event in the region. Nitin
Kumar Yadav, Home
Secretary, UT
Chandigarh, was the
Chief Guest and inaugu-
rated the Sammelan after

lighting the traditional
lamp. Pracheen Kala
Kendra’s Chairman SK
Monga IAS (Retd),
Registrar Dr. Shobha
Koser, Secretary Sajal
Koser were also present
on this occasion. The
three-day festival of clas-
sical music and dance is a
much-awaited event in the
region, like the Hari
Vallabh Sangeet
Sammelan. The perform-
ances included soulful vo-
cals and dazzling classical
dance.

The Kendra's tradition
of honoring eminent per-
sonalities in the field of
Indian classical arts was
also carried out. The

Senior Sitar Guru
Surinder Kumar Dutta
and talented journalist
Ms. Shayda were honored
with a shawl, memento,
citation, and cash prize.

The festival's first day
began with a mesmeriz-
ing performance by emi-
nent vocalist Prasad
Khaparde, who presented
a soulful gayiki in his res-
onating voice. He was ac-
companied by Mithilesh
Jha on tabla and Pt.
Dharam Nath Mishra on
Harmonium. Vidushi
Geeta Mahalik's remark-
able Odissi dance presen-
tations with her troupe
followed Prasad's per-
formance. She was accom-

panied by Prasana Behera
on Vocal, Prasant
Maharana on Pakhawaj,
Afjaal Zahoor on Violin,
and Nikhil Behera on
Flute.

On the second day, the
audience was treated to a
scintillating Sitar recital
by Ustaad Shahid Parvez
Khan and a beautiful
dance presentation by the
famous Mallick Bandhus
at the Tagore Theatre.
Shahid was accompanied
by Tabla exponent Azam
Ali Khan. Bharatnatyam
exponent Rukmini Vijay
Kumar presented a beau-
tiful dance presentation,
Ishwara, a journey to the
self, choreographed in

memory of her father, K
Vijayakumar.

The final day of the fes-
tival saw a superb trio of
Santoor, Flute, and Tabla
led by Pt. Tarun
Bhattacharya on Santoor,
Pt. Ronu Majumdar on
Flute, and Pt. Abhijit
Banerjee on Tabla. They
were followed by a re-
markable Kathak per-
formance by Vidushi
Shovana Narayan and her
troupe.

The Kendra's
Chairman, SK Monga IAS
(Retd), along with the
Registrar, Dr. Shobha
Koser, and Secretary, Sajal
Koser, honored the artists
with bouquets, scrolls, and

mementos.
The 52nd All India

Bhaskar Rao Nritya and
Sangeet Sammelan was a
grand success and wit-
nessed a huge audience
turnout. The festival
aimed to promote and
propagate the classical
performing arts of India
to the masses, and it
achieved its objective with
soulful vocal performanc-
es, dazzling Odissi dances,
melodic Sitar and beauti-
ful Bharatnatyam dances,
and remarkable Kathak
performances. The festival
was a much-awaited event
in the region and was a
celebration of India's rich
classical heritage.

Classical music and dazzling dance steal the show
52nd All India Bhaskar Rao Nritya and Sangeet Sammelan

This Saturday, rais-
ing the bar for en-
tertainment, the ac-

tion star Suniel Shetty
aka Anna and the super-
hit composer duo Salim-
Sulaiman will grace Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television's prestigious
singing reality show
Indian Idol season 13 to

promote their most antic-
ipated musical, "Disco
Dancer- The Musical".
Our contestants will be
seen performing their
songs in the Suniel
Shetty and Salim-
Sulaiman Special
Episode, mesmerising
the audience, judges, and
special guests and mak-

ing their position in 'Top
6'.

The most lovable con-
testant of this season
Chirag Kotwal from
Jammu and Kashmir will
be seen singing ‘Toh
Chalun’ and ‘Ankhon
Mein Base Ho Tum’ mak-
ing the mahol romanti-
cally musicana!
Impressed by the per-
formance Suneil Shetty
will praise Chirag’s hon-
esty in his voice. He says,
“Chirag’s performance
took me back on the sets,
you know straight back to
the 90s. Both the songs
are my favourites, espe-
cially Toh Chalun from
Border. Chirag made the
song his own and the hon-
esty his voice embodies is
very evident in his per-
formance. He seems to be
a very honest person by
the way he expresses
himself while singing.”

He will further go on to
talk about his experience
while filming his iconic
film Border, he shares,
“For me, Border didn't
have reel characters they
are real-life characters. I
feel we can never give jus-
tice to those characters
and that uniform. But
somewhere I feel by por-
traying them on celluloid
and bringing them closer
to the people we are mak-
ing a small contribution
towards the real-life he-
roes. Making the audi-
ence remember that the
freedom we enjoy is all
because of our soliders.

Star Bharat's show
'Meri Saas Bhoot Hai'
has completed 50

episodes, marking a mile-
stone in the dramedy
genre on Indian television.
The show, which pre-
miered on January 23,
2023, has received an over-
whelming response from
the audience for its unique
concept and entertaining
storyline.

The show revolves
around ‘Gaura’ and
‘Rekha’ portrayed by Kajal
Chauhan and Sushmita
Mukhrejee respectively.
The unique nok-jhok be-
tween Gaura and Rekha is
loved by the audience as it
gives the viewers a quirky
and fun drama to watch
between a unique mother-
in-law who is a ghost and
daughter in law. The sup-
porting cast, which in-
cludes seasoned actors
like Bhavana Balsaver,
Kavita Vaid and Vishal
Chaudary, has also done
an excellent job of bring-
ing their characters to life.
As the show complete 50
episodes Sushmita
Mukherjee shows her
gratitude towards the

viewers who are shower-
ing their love on the show
and expresses her
thoughts on the same.

She says, “I’m feeling
happy that the show has
completed 50 episodes al-
ready. It feels like it was
yesterday when we started
shooting for the show. The
viewers are giving a lot of
love to the show. We never
imagined that the show
will receive so much of
love as this is a very differ-
ent genre unlike any other
daily soaps. The show
‘Meri Saas Bhoot Hai’
have very different charac-
ters apart from the main
leads as well which makes
the show a complete pack-
age.”

Sushmita shows gratitude as
the show ‘Meri Saas Bhoot
Hai’ completes 50 episodes

Suniel Shetty talks about
shooting days of film ‘Border’

They have every shape,
size and character trait.

The bad men ki baarat in
Bholaa is big, fear-inducing,
merciless and crazy. All
through the film, villains
pepper the screen adding the
right intrigue and masala to
the film.
The villains of Bholaa are a
mixed bunch riding and
clashing fast and fearlessly.
They also have some talked-
about dress codes. While the
drug cartel has two solid
biggies controlling it, the
journey further has several
inter-state gangs making
their appearance and adding
to the crazy fear one experi-
ences on the journey.
Actor-filmmaker Ajay Devgn
wanted a deadly bunch and
he went about selecting
them systematically. The
biker gangs have stylish
hoods, face masks and hel-
mets. There are others in
more desi attire. Gangs are
ready to go to any length to
apprehend the crazy, ex-con-
vict Bholaa but what they
don't realise is that he's

fearless. Bholaa is not some-
one who scares easily
because he knows how to
play the game of death. He's
ready for any kind of deadly
challenge. Speaking of how
he got stylist Radhika Mehra
to dress his villains up dis-
tinctively and differently,
Ajay adds, “I wanted the
menace to travel deep. The
objective was to carefully
construct different identities
for the various baddies who
show up in Bholaa's path. In
the world of Bholaa the only
one who is crazier than the
villains is Bholaa himself. ''.
The villains' looks have gar-
nered a lot of appreciation.
Of course, while the villains
are all deadly and create
life-threatening obstacles for
Bholaa, Ajay Devgn plays a
hero who will shake each
one of the villains up beyond
imagination. Confronting
bad has never felt as good
as it feels in the legend of
Bholaa.
Bholaa will arrive at the-

atres near you from 30th
March 2023.

‘In the world of Bholaa,
the only one crazier than

the villains is hero’

Television actress Bhaweeka
Chaudhary, who plays
Nandini in the recently

launched show 'Maitree', has opined
that eating home-cooked food plays
a crucial part in staying fit and it
works exceedingly well for her.

Elaborating on the same,
Bhaweeka said: "To be honest, I am a
fitness freak, and I don't like to skip
my gym. But being an actor, we need
to be available based on the require-
ment, so there are times when I miss
working out in the gym." The show
focuses on the exciting yet dramatic
journey of its titular character
played by Shrenu Parikh and her
soul sister, Nandini (played by
Bhaweeka). In recent episodes,
viewers witnessed that Ashish
(played by Namish Taneja) won the
drug case where he was accused by
his mother-in-law Vasuandhara
(Khalida Jan). However, now he has

to prove himself to be the parent
who can take care of his son
Nandish and win the case for his
custody. On the other hand Ashish's

wife, Nandini is still in coma.
While Nandini's presence is very

much on a wheelchair these days in
every scene, Bhaweeka is ensuring
that her fitness is not getting affect-
ed. To stay in shape and healthy,
Bhaweeka utilises the time wisely,
she has a 'skipping rope' on the sets
of the show, and whenever she gets
some time, she works out with it.

She said: "Hence, whenever I get
some time, I do some skipping on
the set for my fitness. In fact, I try to
do all kinds of workout which in-
clude cardio, weight lifting, and
dancing a.k.a Zumba. I know when
it comes to fitness, I am very old
school. I believe eating home-cooked
food is one of the best ways to stay
fit. But again, some things that work
for one, may not work for others.
Therefore, everyone needs to figure
out what suits them best and work
accordingly."

Home-cooked food is Bhaweeka
Chaudhary’s mantra for staying fit

Actress Shraddha
Kapoor agrees that

there is a "big sense of re-
sponsibility" on her shoul-
ders as so much hopes are
riding on her when it comes
to her performances. She
said that it is because of the
love she gets from the audi-
ences, who she says is the
reason behind living her
"childhood dreams".

With so much love com-
ing her way and hopes rid-
ing on her, does Shraddha,
whose latest release is 'Tu
Jhooti Main Makkaar', feel
the pressure?

Shraddha said: "It defi-
nitely adds a big sense of
responsibility. I feel that I
am here to entertain people
and I want to keep doing
that. I need to be a part of
films that will provide
that." The actress added:
"So, I take that kind of re-
sponsibility and yes, it's
also inspiring and all the
energy and inspiration
comes from the audiences...
They are the reason I have
been able to live my child-
hood dream. It does feel like
there is pressure and re-
sponsibility."

Shraddha Kapoor
reveals reason

behind living her
‘childhood dream’

On his late mother
and producer
Mona Shourie's

11th death anniversary,
her actor-son Arjun
Kapoor remembered
his mother and wished
she was here as he is

"still this lost child".
Arjun took to

Instagram, where he
shared a throwback
picture featuring him
and his late mother.

Alongside the pic-
ture, he wrote an emo-
tional note, which read:
"I never cared what
anyone said or felt
cause I always had u in
front of me to make me
realise who & what I
was... 11 years have
passed since u become
the shield that protects
me from beyond but I
still wish u were here
because in this cruel
world today I try & han-
dle all the hate but I re-
ally miss ur love which
made me deal with
everything with a
smile on my face &
made me a better per-
son a happier person a
calmer person perhaps
maybe a more alive
soul..."

He added: "I'm still
this lost child without
u Maa... I look for you
everywhere cause I'm
lost just like I'm this
picture but I always be-
lieve ur smiling & look-
ing after me somehow
just like in this pic-
ture... We shall meet
someday soon."

In March 2012, Mona
passed away after bat-
tling cancer. Her popu-
lar films, as a film pro-
ducer, were 'Sheesha'
and 'Farishtay'.

Arjun Kapoor remembers
mother: I try, handle all the

hate but I miss your love
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New Delhi, Mar 26 (PTI):

Ace Indian boxer
Nikhat Zareen added a sec-
ond world Championships
title to her name, defeating
Vietnam's Nguyen Thi
Tam in the 50kg summit
clash here on Sunday.
Nikhat upstaged Tam by a
5-0 verdict.

Nikhat becomes only
the second Indian after the
legendary MC Mary Kom
to win the prestigious title
twice.

On Saturday, Nitu
Ghanghas (48kg) and
Saweety Boora (81kg) were
crowned world champi-
ons.

Nikhat was unfazed by
Thi Tham Nguyen, a two-
time Asian gold medalist,
who made history in New
Delhi by becoming the
first female boxer from her
country to reach the world
meet final. It was a toe-to-
toe battle as Nikhat and
Thi Tham traded blows
after a dominant start
from Nikhat. Nikhat fend-
ed off a strong comeback
from Thi Tham in the sec-
ond round to win the final
by unanimous decision (5-
0) and took home the Gold
medal for the second suc-
cessive year. Nikhat, who
won Gold in the women's

52kg category in Istanbul
last year, dominated the
opening round, landing
her punches and swaying
away from attacks. She
won the first round by

unanimous decision 5-0.
However, Thi Tham gave
Nikhat a stiff test in the
second round, bringing de-
light to the crowd that had
gathered to watch high-oc-

tane bouts on the final day
of IBA Women's World
Boxing Championships in
New Delhi. It was the
Vietnamese boxer, who
took the second round 3-2.

Both boxers upped the
ante in the winner-takes-
all final round. Nikhat was
more aggressive than be-
fore, willing to have a go at
the Vietnamese boxer. The
home crowd rejoiced when
Thi Tham was given a
countdown. However, Thi
Tham went for counter-at-
tack and had Nikhat get a
countdown toward the end
of the third round.

There were nerves at the
KD Jadhav Indoor Hall as
both boxers returned to
the middle of the ring for
the results. In the end, it
was Nikhat, who took
home the Gold with a
unanimous 5-0 win by
points.

Hosts India are on
course to match their best-
ever performance in terms
of gold medals won with
Olympic medallist Lovlina
Borgohain set to take the
ring later in the day. India
had won the four golds in
the 2006 edition at home
which was also the coun-
try's best ever display with
a haul of eight medals, in-
cluding a silver.

Nikhat wins second World
Championships title

Basel, Mar 26 (PTI):

Indian men's doubles
pair of Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy and Chirag
Shetty capped off their im-
pressive campaign with a
title win, beating China's
Ren Xiang Yu and Tan
Qiang in the final of the
Swiss Open Super 300 bad-
minton tournament here
on Sunday.

The second-seeded
Indian pair, the 2022 World
Championships bronze
medallist, was solid in de-
fence and dished out an at-
tacking game to outwit the
world No. 21 pair 21-19, 24-
22 in 54 minutes.

It was the first title of
the season for India with
Satwik and Chirag putting

to rest the disappointment
of last week's All England
Championships where
they had exited in the sec-
ond round. Overall, it was
the fifth career world tour
title for the Indian pair,
who had claimed the India
Open and French Open
last year, besides securing
the Thailand Open in 2019
and Hyerabad Open in
2018. Satwik and Chirag
had also won the
Commonwealth Games
gold in 2022.

The title run also meant
India continued its love af-
fair with the Swiss Open,
with PV Sindhu (2022),
Saina Nehwal (2011, 2012),
Kidambi Srikanth (2015)
and HS Prannoy (2016)
claiming the crown in the

past. The two pairs had
contracting march to the
final with Satwik and
Chirag playing three
three-game matches on
their way to the summit
clash, while Tan and Ren
didn't drop a game.

Tan had forged a world
No. 10 pairing with He
Jiting in 2019, winning the
2021 World
Championships silver
medal, while Ren had been
ranked as high as 16 with
his former partner Ou
Xuanyi.

Playing the Chinese pair
for the first time, Satwik
and Chirag turned up the
heat at the right moments,
displayed their attacking
prowess and steely nerves
to come out victories.

Wellington, Mar 26 (AP):
New Zealand broke a lengthy
scoring drought and won for
the first time in more than a
year Sunday when it beat
China 2-1 in a home football
friendly. The first match
between the teams was
drawn 0-0 and New Zealand
had gone 581 minutes without
a goal when Matthew Garbett
ran onto a chipped pass from
captain Joe Bell, chested the
ball down and struck it home
with his left boot. New
Zealand had taken a 1-0 lead
in the 43rd minute with an
own goal by China center
back Zhu Chenjie. Marco
Rojas had curled the ball
towards the back post where
New Zealand defender
Michael Boxall was up hunt-
ing for the header. But
Chenjie went high and man-
aged only to head the ball
into the bottom corner of the
net.
China rallied late with a goal
to Ba Dun in stoppage time
but too late to change the out-
come. New Zealand had its
first win over China in more
than 30 years and a triumph
for Denmark-based Bell as
captain and Danny Bazeley as
interim coach. "I think we
were all aware we needed to
score more goals," Bell said.
"There were two today, should
have been three maybe. "I
think it was good and we're a
team which is adaptable
against all formations." 

New Zealand
beats China 2-1 in
football friendly

Satwik-Chirag win Swiss Open title

Bhopal, Mar 26 (PTI):

India's upcoming shoot-
er Sift Kaur Samra came
up with an inspired per-
formance to clinch her sec-
ond senior medal at the in-
ternational level, beating a
tough field to win the 50m
rifle 3P bronze on the
penultimate day of the
ISSF Rifle/Pistol World
Cup here on Sunday.

On a day when China
continued their domina-
tion, with Zhang
Qiongyue winning gold in
the event, Samra, the
reigning national champi-
on, scored a total of 403.9
points in the ranking
round to finish third, even
as Zhang (414.7 points) and
Czech Republic's Aneta
Brabcova (411.3) entered
the title round.

In the gold-medal round,
Zhang defeated her Czech
rival 16-8. India are cur-
rently second on the
medals table behind China

with one gold, one silver
and five bronze medals.

China are leading the
tally with seven gold, two
silver and an equal num-
ber of bronze.

On Sunday, Samra
added to the bronze medal
she had won last year at
the World Cup in
Changwon, China.

All eyes were on world
championships silver

medallist in air rifle
Anjum Moudgil in the pre-
liminary round of the 3P
event. But Samra was in a
different zone on Sunday,
shooting superb series in
all three positions to
emerge second best at the
end of the qualification
round with a score of 588.

Samra shot a total of 194
(99, 95) in kneeling posi-
tion, a perfect 200 in prone
(100, 100) and 194 in stand-
ing (97, 97), while Anjum
slipped to 17th with a score
of 583. The third Indian,
Manini Kaushik, barley
missed the eighth and last
qualification spot on the
count of 'inner 10s'.

Samra, 21, who had
some of the best scores in
the trials held in New
Delhi ahead of the World
Cup, had three awful
'standing' rounds in the
ranking match, which al-
lowed Zhang and
Brabcova to race to the
top.

New Delhi, Mar 26 (PTI):

India cricketer Shikhar
Dhawan has said he would
pick Shubman Gill over
himself in the national
side, given the young
cricketer's form with
the bat of late.

Gill has been in
sublime form in all
three formats this sea-
son, with the 23-year-old
virtually securing his
place in the side for the
ODI World Cup in India
later this year, even as
Dhawan finds himself out
of favour due to a dip in
form.

The young cricketer's
form has seen him score
centuries in all three for-
mats this year, including
an ODI double ton against
New Zealand and a centu-
ry against Australia in the
drawn fourth Test at
Ahmedabad.

Dhawan, a veteran of
167 ODI, who would still be
eyeing a place in the India
side for the ODI World Cup

at home, said had he been
the selector, he would pick
Gill over himself based on
current form.

"I feel the way Shubman
is (playing). Like he was
playing two formats and
performing well in Tests
and T20s. He was playing
more matches in the inter-
national circuit and I was-
n't... If I were the selector
then definitely would have
give the chance to
Shubman. Would have se-
lected Shubman over
Shikhar," Dhawan told Aaj
Tak.

New Delhi, Mar 26 (PTI):

Swashbuckling West
Indian batter Chris Gayle
praised Indian batting maes-
tro Virat Kohli for his work
ethic and passion, and re-
called the intense competi-
tion between the two during
their heyday at Royal
Challengers Bangalore.

Both Gayle and Kohli
spent several seasons togeth-
er at the IPL, dominating the
rival bowlers and entertain-
ing the crowd at their home
base, Chinnaswamy
Stadium, with as many as 10
century partnerships.

"Batting with Virat was
just fantastic. I like the pas-
sion he has for the game. I
like his passion and his work
ethic, it's fantastic. You have
to give him credit for that
and he wants to show it with
his performances," Gayle
said. In an episode of 'My
Time with Virat', available
on Jio Cinema, Gayle spoke
about sharing the dressing

room with Kohli, notching
up numerous 100-run part-
nerships, and all the dance
moves they perfected togeth-
er. "Sharing a dressing room
with Virat and the other
guys, once I am there, I am
always jovial and having a
lot of fun, dancing and
everything like that," said
Gayle.

"I'd show them a few
moves and realise Virat's got
the skills. He can move, you
know. But if it's an Indian
dance, Chris Gayle will win.
if it's a Caribbean dance,
Chris Gayle will win!"

Miami Gardens , Mar 26 (AP):

Coco Gauff let a big lead
slip away and wound up
dropping the last five games
of a mistake-filled 6-7 (8), 7-
5, 6-2 loss to Anastasia
Potapova in the third round
of the Miami Open.

The No. 6-seeded Gauff, a
19-year-old from nearby in
Florida, was critical of her-
self afterward, saying that
her footwork wasn't great,
that her mindset was off
and that she played too de-
fensively after serving for

the victory at 5-3 in the sec-
ond set on Saturday. "That's
kind of been where I've
been messing up in all my

matches this year. All
the ones I've lost I
think I lost be-
cause of that. I

think it should be
more used as a tool in a tool-
box than as a weapon,"
Gauff said. "I think I have
to change my mentality in
the game about not relying
on that too much because I
think sometimes I play a lit-
tle bit too passive because I
know I can get to balls."

She heard chants of
"Let's go, Coco!" from spec-
tators at the hard-court
tournament as she over-
came a 5-2 deficit in the
opening set, then erased a

pair of set points for
Potapova in that tiebreaker.
Gauff grabbed the set on
her second chance with a
cross-court backhand win-
ner. The 2022 French Open
runner-up then seemed to
be pulling away, going up a
break in the second set at 5-
3. But Gauff eased up and
Potapova became more ag-
gressive in their lengthy
baseline back-and-forths,
taking four games in a row
on a sunny afternoon with
the temperature above 80
degrees Fahrenheit (near-
ing 30 degrees Celsius).

New Delhi, Mar 26 (PTI):

Former BCCI president
Sourav Ganguly says
India's star wicketkeeper-
batter Rishabh Pant "must
take his time to heal prop-
erly" from his injuries, be-
fore launching his bid for a
comeback to competitive
cricket.

Pant was involved in a
road accident in the early
hours of December 30 as he
was driving from New
Delhi to Roorkee. He is cur-
rently recovering after un-
dergoing treatment for his
injuries.

Former India captain
Ganguly said that the Delhi
Capitals franchise, of
which Pant has been the
skipper in last few seasons,
will definitely miss the
wicketkeeper-batter in the
upcoming Indian Premier
League. Ganguly is serving

as DC's director of cricket.
"I am sure that the national
team is missing him as
well. He's young and he has
got a lot of time left in his
career. He's a special player
and he must take his time
to heal properly. We wish
him all the best and I'll
meet him as well," Ganguly
said in a release issued by
the IPL franchise.

Ganguly has been keenly
observing all the players
during the pre-season
camp at the Arun Jaitley
Stadium here in the lead-
up to IPL 2023.

Speaking about the sea-
son, he said, "It's been
great to work with the
boys and I am looking for-
ward to the season start-
ing. Net practice is good,
but we want to get into
match mode. And (coach)
Ricky (Ponting) has been
fantastic. He brings a lot of
intensity during training."

When asked about
David Warner, the Delhi
Capitals captain for this
season, Ganguly said,
"David Warner is looking
forward to leading the
side. He's always up for the
challenge and he's a great
player. He has got a lot of
runs and experience
under his belt."

New Delhi, Mar 26 (PTI):
Indian weightlifters Dhanush
Loganathan and Jyoshna Sabar
won bronze medals in their
respective categories on the
opening day of the IWF World
Youth Championships in
Durres, Albania. Competing in
the women's 40kg event, 14-
year-old Jyoshna had a com-
bined lift of 115kg (53kg in
snatch and 62kg in clean &
jerk) as she came in third on
Saturday night. Jyoshna won
silver in the snatch section but
was sixth in the clean and jerk
category in the seven-lifter
field. Dhanush, on the other
hand, heaved a total weight of
200kg (88kg+112kg) to finish
third behind Filipinos Prince K.
Delos Santos and Eron Borres
in the men's 49kg event. The
16-year-old won a silver medal
in the snatch category.
Lifters between the age of 13-
17 are eligible for youth com-
petitions.

Potapova beats Coco
Gauff at Miami Open

Rishabh Pant must
take his time to heal

properly: Ganguly

Gritty Samra clinches 50m 3P
bronze as Anjum fails to impress

ISSF Rifle/Pistol World Cup

I’ll pick Shubman Gill ahead
of myself: Shikhar Dhawan

Indian lifters
bag two bronze

on day 1
World Youth
Championships

I like Virat’s passion and
work ethic, batting with him

was just fantastic: Gayle
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Assam CM inaugurates, lays 
foundation for Rs 545-cr projects

Rangia (Assam), Mar 26 (PTI): 

Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma on
Sunday inaugurated and laid
the foundation for Rs 545
crore-worth projects related
to connectivity, healthcare
and higher education at
Rangia in Kamrup district.
Reiterating his government's
commitment to develop
world-class infrastructure in
the state, he directed offi-
cials to ensure timely com-
pletion of all projects.

"As we observe 'A Day
dedicated to Development', I
inaugurated & laid the foun-
dation for 23 projects worth
Rs 545 cr at Rangia today,"
Sarma tweeted. "I have di-
rected officials to ensure

timely execution so these ini-
tiatives bear the fruits of de-
velopment & prosperity for
people of Assam," he added.

Sarma said he started the
day's programme by inaugu-
rating a four-lane link road
that will connect Rangia to
National Highway 31. He
said the government is com-
mitted to invest over Rs

10,000 crore in the 2023-24
fiscal to create world-class
infrastructure in Assam.

Inaugurating a 47-bed ICU
at Rangiya Model Hospital,
Sarma said, "Assam is wit-
nessing a silent revolution in
healthcare. We are deter-
mined to bring quality
healthcare infrastructure
closer to our towns and vil-
lages."

Underlining health and
education as "front wheels
of Assam's developmental
journey", he also inaugurat-
ed a post-graduation block
at Rangiya College, thereby
upgrading it to a PG institu-
tion. With this, fewer stu-
dents will have to leave
home for studies, the 
CM added.

Guwahati, Mar 26 (PTI): 

For Moromi Talukdar
or Bijoya Das, 'pithas' and
'larus' are not mere tradi-
tional Assamese sweets,
these are also means of
livelihood, especially in
the urban landscape
where avenues of earning
are limited to definite skill
sets.

They are among the
scores of women in
Assam's largest city
Guwahati who have
turned into small-scale en-
trepreneurs by making 'pi-
thas' (rice pancakes),
'larus' (coconut/ sesame
laddus) and other such
delicacies and selling
them to the general public.

"I had started my business
in 2008. There is a demand
for pithas and larus here
as people in the city don't
have the means to get the
ingredients and also many
lacked the time," Das said.
After starting the venture
from her own kitchen, Das
said she now employs four
women for making the or-

ders and two men to help
in the packaging and de-
livery. Talukdar is part of
a 10-member women's
group which engages in
various activities for in-
come generation. "In vil-
lages, we can grow our
own vegetables, help in
farming, etc, and help save
money. But in Guwahati,

as women, our means to
contribute to the family
income are limited. "In
such a scenario, this busi-
ness of selling pithas and
larus has helped us earn
money and help the fami-
ly," she said.

Buyers are aplenty for
these entrepreneurs as
most city dwellers find it
difficult to get the ingredi-
ents like rice flour, grated
coconut or sesame seeds.
"I know how to make pi-
thas and larus, but getting
the ingredients is a big
headache. Also, with the
daily schedule of looking
after the household, time
becomes a constraint,"
Mina Sharma, a
Guwahati resident, said.

Guwahati, Mar 26 (PTI): 

Amid the concrete struc-
tures mushrooming all
over this northeastern
state, some areas are still
dotted with historically
and aesthetically beautiful
buildings known as Assam
Type' houses, which her-
itage lovers and experts as-
sert require preservation
and restoration.

Sloping roofs, louvres,
gables, awnings, skylights,
bay windows and a porch
are some of the features
that make them distinc-
tive, along with their sus-
tainability and resilience
to withstand earthquakes,

experts point out.
"Architecturally, a typi-

cal Assam Type house has
features which are aesthet-
ically soothing and at the
same time sturdy enough
to withstand the vagaries
of nature", former chief
secretary of the state,
Jishnu Barua, said.

This type of architec-
ture is a style developed
during the late 19th centu-
ry and is primarily found
in Assam and other
Northeastern states along
with Sylhet in Bangladesh,
Barua, who has a keen in-
terest in the heritage and
preservation of these
structures, said.

"These fascinating hous-
es are disappearing fast
with the onslaught of con-
crete structures changing
the architectural land-
scape of the state, and
there is an urgent need to
document, preserve and,
where necessary, restore
the buildings", heritage ac-
tivist Nandinee Kalita told
PTI. Upkeep of the struc-
tures is necessary for
which considerable effort,
time, skill and finance are
required, Kalita said.

"We have attempted to
document the history of
these houses, its architec-
tural significance, cultural
tradition and sociological
evolution in a coffee-table
book titled Aaakriti' which
covers a wide spectrum of
over 100 houses across the
state, ranging from simple
family homes to opulent
bungalows, government
residences and public in-
stitutions'', she said.

New Delhi, Mar 26 (PTI): 

A plea has been filed in
the Supreme Court seeking
that the Ram Sethu be de-
clared as a national monu-
ment. The PIL, filed by ad-
vocate Ashok Pandey, also
seeks construction of a
wall at the spot to facilitate
devotees.

On March 20, the top
court had said that it will
list at the earliest a petition
by BJP leader
Subramanian Swamy seek-
ing a direction to the
Centre to declare the Ram
Sethu as a national her-
itage monument.

Ram Sethu, also known
as Adam's bridge, is a
chain of limestone shoals
between Pamban Island,

off the south-eastern coast
of Tamil Nadu, and
Mannar Island, off the
north-western coast of Sri
Lanka.

Swamy had raised the
issue of declaring the Ram

Sethu a national monu-
ment in his PIL against the
c o n t r o v e r s i a l
Sethusamudram Ship
Channel project, initiated
by the UPA-I government.
The matter reached the

apex court, which in 2007
stayed work for the project
on the Ram Sethu.

The Centre later said it
had considered the "socio-
economic disadvantages"
of the project and was will-
ing to explore another
route to the shipping chan-
nel project without damag-
ing the Ram Sethu.

The Sethusamudram
shipping channel project
has been facing protests
from some political parties,
environmentalists and cer-
tain Hindu religious
groups. Under the project,
an 83 km water channel
was to be created, linking
Mannar with Palk Strait,
by extensive dredging and
removal of limestone
shoals.

‘Railways to operate Vande Bharat Metro
train between Jammu and Srinagar’

Jammu, Mar 26 (PTI): 

Railway Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw on
Sunday said a Vande
Bharat Metro train will be
operated between Jammu
and Srinagar in Jammu
and Kashmir once the
U d h a m p u r- S r i n a g a r-
Baramulla Rail Link
Project (USBRL) becomes
fully operational.

Addressing mediaper-
sons at the first run of a
track-mounted trolley on
the world's highest arch
bridge constructed on the
Chenab river, he said the
USBRL project will be
completed by December
this year or January 2024.
Vaishnaw travelled on the
track-mounted trolley with

railway officials and in-
spected the iconic bridge
having the height of 359
metres from the Chenab
riverbed. Vaishnaw said it
has been decided to set up
a Vande Bharat Express
train maintenance facility
at Badgam in the Kashmir
Valley and in the first go

Vande Bharat Metro will
be run between Jammu
and Srinagar cities once
this important railway
link, which will connect
the Kashmir Valley with
the rest of the country
through rail network gets
completed.

The iconic bridge having
a foundation equal to half
the football field is a "sub-
ject of pride" and it was
"difficult challenge of engi-
neering", he said, adding
that more than 28,000 met-
ric tonnes of steel was
used for the bridge struc-
ture that is built in a high-
ly active seismic zone. The
Northern Railway officials
said the arch bridge was
constructed at a cost of Rs
1,486 crore.

‘Congress’ Satyagraha brazen display
of arrogance, insult to Mahatma’

New Delhi, Mar 26 (PTI): 

The BJP on Sunday
slammed the Congress
over its 'Sankalp
Satyagraha', alleging that
it was agitating against
the country's
Constitution and the
court verdict against
Rahul Gandhi to justify
his remarks against the
entire backward commu-
nity of the country.

Addressing a press con-
ference, BJP spokesperson
Sudhanshu Trivedi also
dubbed the Congress stir
as an insult to Mahatma
Gandhi, saying while the
Father of the Nation had
organised Satyagraha for
social causes, the
Congress was holding "so-
called Satyagraha" for per-
sonal reasons.

The Congress agitation
is a "brazen" display of its
"arrogance and indisci-

pline" after
Gandhi's con-
viction in a
d e f a m at i o n
case in
Gujarat and
his automatic
disqualifica-
tion as Lok
Sabha MP as a
result of the
court's ver-
dict, he
charged. The agitation has
nothing to do with fighting
for truth, he added. The
BJP leader said Gandhi
was convicted by a court
in Surat after the due legal
process and his disqualifi-
cation as a Lok Sabha MP
was an automatic conse-
quence under the relevant
law. "Then, Satyagraha for
what?" he asked.

"Is it to justify the way
you insulted the entire
backward community of
the country, or against the

court which
s e n t e n c e d
you, or
against the
p r o v i s i o n
under which
you have to be
disqualified,"
he said, ask-
ing Congress
to clarify.

Stating that
some of the

Congress leaders who
were allegedly involved in
the 1984 anti-Sikh riots
were also participating in
the party's agitation, the
BJP leader asked the oppo-
sition party to clarify if
their Satyagraha organ-
ised at Mahatma Gandhi's
Samadhi Sthal in Rajghat
was also against 'Ahimsa'
(non-violence). He also hit
out at the Congress over
Rajya Sabha MP Pramod
Tiwari's reported remark
that the Gandhi family

should be treated differ-
ently by the law, and asked
if the party considers it-
self "superior" to the judi-
ciary. "They still want one
set of laws for common
people and another for
their family... they will de-
cide in what manner and
on what basis the courts
should pass their final ver-
dict," the BJP spokesper-
son charged.

The Congress has al-
leged political vendetta
and claimed that Gandhi
has been targeted as he
has raised the Adani issue.
The BJP leader said all the
allegations being levelled
by the Congress and its
leaders are "baseless".
"Whatever you say or use
abusive words against the
BJP, we accept peacefully.
We remained silent when
you spewed venom against
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi," he said.

Himanta Biswa Sarma

Sudhanshu Trivedi

Union Railways Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw ad-
dresses during his visit to
Chenab Bridge, in Reasi
district, Sunday.
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A girl walks through a blooming mustard field with willow basket on her head, on a sunny spring day in
Pulwama district of South Kashmir, Sunday.

BLOOMING NUSTARD FIELD

People buy bananas for 'Chaiti Chhath' festival, at Bazar Samiti in Patna, Sunday.

FESTIVAL PREPARATION

Plea in SC seeks ‘Ram Sethu’ be
declared as national monument

Historic bldgs 
disappearing 

in Patna
Patna, Mar 26 (PTI): The
modern state of Bihar has
just turned 111, but the
19th-century Bankipore
Central Jail, Dutch-era
Patna Collectorate and
several other historic
buildings which witnessed
the creation of the new
province in 1912 have dis-
appeared from the capital
city's skyline. The state
government organised a
three-day mega celebra-
tion from March 22-24 to
mark Bihar Diwas at the
historic Gandhi Maidan.
Just a few metres away
from the sprawling venue,
construction work is un-
derway in full swing to
build a high-rise new col-
lectorate complex at the
site of the old collectorate
on the banks of Ganga.

‘Increasing road
accidents matter 
of grave concern’

New Delhi, Mar 26 (PTI): Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla expressed "grave
concern" on Sunday over a rising
number of road accidents in the
country and urged people to follow
basic traffic rules. He said these inci-
dents are also leading to an increas-
ing number of fatalities. Birla pointed
out that more than four lakh road ac-
cidents, with a cumulative death toll
of over 1.5 lakh, are reported in the
country every year. If the number of
road accidents annually is assessed
economically, the loss would be equal
to about one per cent of the GDP, he
said. "Therefore, road accidents are a
loss to the family, society and the
country," the Lok Sabha Secretariat
quoted Birla as saying in a statement.
The speaker made these remarks
after flagging off a car rally at the
Constitution Club here. Besides mem-
bers of Parliament, officers from de-
fence and central police forces, emi-
nent personalities from industry and
people from different walks of life
participated in the car rally.

‘Preservation of Assam Type’
houses, need of the hour’
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Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla
speaks to media during the
8th edition of Constitution
Club of India car rally of par-
liamentarians 2023, in New
Delhi, Sunday.

Women turn entrepreneurs 
selling ‘pithas’, ‘larus’
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