
Booked 
Mumbai: A former driver
of singer Sonu Nigam’s
76-year-old father has
been booked for allegedly
stealing Rs 72 lakh from
the senior citizen’s home
in Mumbai, an official said
on Wednesday. The
singer’s father
Agamkumar Nigam lives
at Windsor Grand building
in Oshiwara, Andheri
west, and the alleged
theft took place 
between March 19 and
March 20, he said.

Watery grave
Barwani: Four young men,
including three from
Gujarat, drowned in river
Narmada in Madhya
Pradesh’s Barwani district
on Wednesday, a police
official said. The youths
were part of a religious
group and reached Dhar
district’s Mirzapur village
where 11 of them 
went for a bath in
Narmada around 10 am,
the official said.

Benefit
Guwahati: Distributing a
one-time retirement bene-
fit to Anganwadi workers
on Wednesday, Assam
Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma described
them as the cornerstone
of the healthcare system.
The state government has
taken several schemes for
the welfare of retired per-
sons and “we have also
taken a decision to pro-
vide the same to
Anganwadi workers”, he
said at a programme here.

Action
Jaipur: Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot
Wednesday said effective
action has been taken
against criminals under a
special campaign con-
ducted in several areas of
the state by police. No
criminal will be spared
and police will catch them
in order to maintain peace
and the rule of the law in
the state, he told
reporters after a pro-
gramme at the Rajasthan
Police Academy.

NIA custody
New Delhi: A court here
on Wednesday granted
the National
Investigation Agency
(NIA) 10 days’ custody of
a person arrested by the
agency from Srinagar in
connection with an ongo-
ing investigation into an
NGO terror funding case.
Irfan Mehraj, a resident
of Srinagar, is the first
accused arrested follow-
ing investigations into
the NGO terror 
funding case registered
in October 2020, 
the NIA said. 
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Devotees offer prayers to
the rising sun while taking
holy dip in Ganga river on

the first day of ‘Chaitra
Navratri’ festival, in Patna,

Wednesday.

New Delhi, Mar 22 (PTI): 

President Droupadi
Murmu on Wednesday con-
ferred Padma awards to for-
mer Karnataka chief min-
ister S M Krishna, noted in-
dustrialist Kumar
Mangalam Birla and fa-
mous playback singer
Suman Kalyanpur at a cer-
emony at the Rashtrapati
Bhavan. Besides them, bil-
lionaire stock market in-
vestor Rakesh
Jhunjhunwala, who had
passed away last year, was
given the honour posthu-
mously along with several
unsung heroes. The presi-
dent had approved the con-
ferment of 106 Padma
awards, including three
duo cases (in a duo case, the
award is counted as one),
on the eve of this year’s
Republic Day. Of these,
over 50 people were award-
ed Padma Vibhushan,
Padma Bhushan and
Padma Shri on Wednesday.
Krishna, who was external
affairs minister in the
Congress-led UPA govern-
ment and had later joined
the BJP, was awarded the
Padma Vibhushan. Noted
architect Balkrishna Doshi
(posthumously) was also
given the Padma
Vibhushan, the country’s
second highest civilian ho-
nour. Birla, Delhi-based
professor Kapil Kapoor,
who is widely known for
his books on Indian gram-
matical theories and mod-
els, spiritual leader

Kamlesh D Patel and
Kalyanpur were conferred
the Padma Bhushan, the
country’s third highest
civilian award.
Jhunjhunwala was con-
ferred with the Padma
Shri. Padma awards are
conferred in three cate-
gories —Padma
Vibhushan, Padma
Bhushan and Padma Shri.

India’s top civilian award
Bharat Ratna has not been
given to anyone since 2019.

The awards are given in
various disciplines and
fields of activities vis-a-vis
art, social work, public af-
fairs, science and engineer-
ing, trade and industry,
medicine, literature and ed-
ucation, sports and civil
service, among others.

New Delhi, Mar 22 (PTI):

Amid a spike in influen-
za and COVID-19 cases in
the country in the past two
weeks, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Wednesday chaired a high-
level meeting and directed
officials to enhance
genome sequencing while
also emphasizing on
Covid-appropriate behav-
iour.

India has recorded 1,134
new coronavirus cases,
while the active cases in-
creased to 7,026, according
to Union Health Ministry
data updated on
Wednesday. The death toll
climbed to 5,30,813 with
five deaths. One death
each has been reported in
Chhattisgarh, Delhi,
Gujarat and Maharashtra

while one fatality was rec-
onciled by Kerala, the data
updated at 8 am stated.

Modi chaired the meet-
ing to assess the COVID-19
and influenza situation in
the country in terms of
preparedness of health in-

frastructure and logistics,
status of the vaccination
campaign, emergence of
new COVID-19 variants
and influenza types and
their public health impli-
cations for the country, a
statement issued by the

Prime Minister’s Office
(PMO) said.

This high-level review
meeting comes in the
backdrop of a spike in in-
fluenza cases in the coun-
try and rise of Covid cases
in the past two weeks.

New Delhi, Mar 22 (PTI): The
Congress on Wednesday claimed
that the government wants the
party to take back its demand for
a JPC on the Adani issue and in
return it would drop the call for
an apology over Rahul Gandhi’s
remarks in the UK, asserting
there was no question of any
such compromise.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, Congress general secretary
Jairam Ramesh said efforts are
being made since the last few
days that a “formula” or middle
path is found with both the
Opposition and the government

relenting. “This is unacceptable
to us, these two things are com-
pletely unconnected. One is a
reality. The questions we are ask-
ing are fundamental questions,
this has happened. The BJP’s
demand of apology is just base-
less, it is on false allegations. So
to say that you take back your
demand then we will take back
the demand for an apology, we
are not ready for any such bar-
gain,” he told reporters, noting
that while no one from the gov-
ernment has talked directly to
the opposition this is only being
known unofficially.

New Delhi, Mar 22 (PTI):
A 2.7 magnitude earth-
quake struck the national
capital on Wednesday, the
National Centre for
Seismology said.

The quake occurred at
4:42 pm. The epicentre was
in west Delhi and the

depth was five kilometres,
it said. A powerful earth-
quake of 6.8-magnitude
had jolted the city on
Tuesday night and its epi-
centre was in
Afghanistan’s Hindu Kush
region, while its depth was
156 kilometres.

Thrissur (Kerala),
Mar 22 (PTI): A QR
code placed on a
tombstone at a
church in Kerala’s
Thrissur helps one to
relive and reminisce

on the creative work ren-
dered by a doctor, who died
young at just 26.

The parents of Dr Ivin
Francis decided to place
the QR code on the tomb of
the youngster at St Joseph
Church, Kuriyachira in
the central Kerala district
to give people a glimpse
into his world as they can
watch videos of his per-
formances by scanning
the code. His family from
Kuriyachira has designed
a web page containing all
the works of Ivin and
linked it with the QR code.

Son of Francis, an offi-
cer with a private compa-
ny in Oman, and Leena,
principal of the Indian
School in Oman, Ivin was
well-versed in music and

sports, and found time to
indulge in his passion
along with his medical
course. He was popular
among the community
with his performances.

Ivin’s unfortunate death
came in 2021 when he col-
lapsed and died while play-
ing badminton.

“We wanted his life to be
a motivation for everyone
and that is how we thought
of placing a QR code on
his tomb,” Francis said.

Ivin had created profiles
of people using QR codes
and his parents also decid-
ed to do the same. “He also
used to send me a lot of QR
codes for information. I
could scan the QR code
and could download the in-
formation I was seeking,”
the father said.

He said the idea of plac-
ing a QR code was of Ivin’s
sister Evelyn Francis. “My
daughter told me that just
writing something about
Ivin on the tomb will not

be sufficient to portray
what all he did. We
thought he may not be sat-
isfied with just that. So,
she said we can have a QR
code linked to his profile
and place it on the tomb.
So, people who scan the
code will know what was
he and what all he could
do. She created the site
and QR code in 10 days,”
Francis said.

The doting father said
his daughter had asked
him not to inscribe any-
thing on the tomb when he
ordered it. “She created
the site and QR code and
asked me whether that
could be printed on the
marble tomb. So I asked
the maker, and he said it
can be printed,” Francis
said.

He said when the tomb
is placed in a cemetery
and people see Ivin’s
grave, there will not be
anyone available to tell
them about his son.

Amritpal’s mentor
Papalpreet helped

escape police dragnet
Chandigarh: The brains
behind pro-Khalistan
fugitive Amritpal Singh’s
escape from the police
dragnet was 38-year-old
Papalpreet Singh, who
was in close contact with
Pakistan’s ISI and was
taking instructions from
it, officials said on
Wednesday.

They said Papalpreet
Singh is considered one
of Amritpal Singh’s men-
tors who had been advis-
ing him on various is-
sues. Papalpreet had been
working with Amritpal
closely since he returned
to India last year and
took over the reins of
‘Waris Punjab De’, an or-
ganisation founded by
actor Deep Sidhu, who
died in a road accident in
2021.

Papalpreet was seen
driving a motorcycle with
Amritpal riding pillion.
The two-wheeler was
found deserted at
Phillaur in Jalandhar.

President confers
106 Padma awards

President Droupadi Murmu confers Padma Bhushan on
industrialist Kumar Mangalam Birla during Padma
Awards 2023 ceremony at Rashtrapati Bhawan, in New
Delhi, Wednesday.

Two from Chh’garh receive Padma Shri
Jodhaiya Bai Baiga, a prominent artist of Baiga painting and
Usha Barle, performer of Pandwani and Panthi art forms of
Chhattisgarh,  were given the Padma Shri.

CONG ON PARL LOGJAM 

‘Will talk only after 
Rahul is allowed to speak’

RISE IN COVID CASES

PM holds high-level review meet 

PM Narendra Modi chairs a high-level meeting to
review the COVID situation amid rise in cases in the
country and to take stock of the public health
preparedness, in New Delhi, Wednesday.

PM’s advice to
authorities

Modi directed officials to
enhance whole genome
sequencing of positive sam-
ples with the designated
INSACOG genome sequencing
laboratories. This will support
tracking of newer variants, if
any, and timely response, the
PMO said. The prime minister
emphasized Covid-appropriate
behaviour including wearing
of masks in hospital premises
by both patients, health pro-
fessionals and health workers.

2.7 magnitude 
quake strikes Delhi

‘Awareness programmes 
to minimise earthquake damage’
As strong tremors jolted Delhi-NCR and other parts of northern
India, officials on Wednesday said awareness programmes and
mock drills are some of the measures being taken by the gov-
ernment to minimise earthquake damage. O P Mishra, the
director at the Ministry of Earth Sciences’ National Centre for
Seismology (NCS), said earthquake risk mitigation awareness
programmes are being held and mock drills are also being con-
ducted in order to educate people about the dos and don’ts
during an earthquake. “Earthquake cannot be stopped but its
impact can be minimised by various measures. The National
Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) is the nodal agency
to conduct the mock drills in coordination with other institutes
and such drills are conducted at regular intervals,” Mishra told
PTI. Mishra said that the Centre has tried using the new build-
ing design code for earthquake risk resilience in which seismic
microzonation is done.
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tomb to keep his memories alive



Virendra Kumar Singh
Bhilai: Former HSCL officer Virendra Kumar Singh left for heavenly abode
at the age of 75 years on Wednesday. Funeral procession was taken out
from his residence situated at Qr No 4-A, Street 1, Sector 8 and last rites
of the mortal remains were performed at Ramnagar Muktidham. He was

the father of Vicky Kumar Singh and father-in-law of Manoj Singh and Riju Kumar Singh.

OBITUARY

Bhilai Steel Plant 
organises free health

camp in village Karanja

Central Chronicle News
Bhilai, Mar 22: SAIL- Bhilai Steel
Plant has been organising free-
health camps on regular basis in pe-
ripheral villagers as well as in vil-
lages near its Mines including
Rowghat Mines project for the bene-
fit of villagers. 

On March 20, 2023, a one-day

free Health Camp was organized by
the Plant's Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) Dept for the
benefit of villagers of Karanja in
Durg district. A total of 27 individuals
including men, women and children
benefitted from the free consulta-
tion and treatment. The health-care
team comprised of medical practi-
tioners from Bhilai Steel Plant.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 22: With the
arrest of three persons in-
cluding two juveniles, po-
lice claimed to have busted
an inter-state gang involved
in breaking ATMs and
banks to steal cash. They
used gas cutters to break
the ATMs. Durg Police
foiled their bid to break an
ATM machine at Kumhari
and managed to arrest
them. They were caught red
handed by the night pa-
trolling party of Kumhari
Police Station.

All the three members of
this gang hail from
Balaghat (Madhya
Pradesh). They used an ex-
pensive motorcycle to reach
their target spot and escape.
Inspector General of Police
(Durg Range) announced
Rs 10000 /- cash prize for the
police team. Police team
saved almost Rs 11.48 lakh
from HDFC Bank's ATM.

While addressing media
persons here at the Police
Control Room on
Wednesday, SP Dr Abhishek
Pallava, informed that Durg
Police was intensively
checking the banks, ATMs
and other commercial
premises located in the dis-
trict every day and night.

Under the supervision of
ASP (City) Sanjay Dhruv
and CSP (Chhawani)

Ashish Banchore, daily
briefing of patrolling par-
ties is conducted by the
gazetted officers after
which they are sent for
morning and night pa-
trolling.

On the intervening night
of Wednesday, three youth
carrying gas cutters, iron
rods and other tools came
from Balaghat, Madhya
Pradesh on a bike and

reached the ATM Kiosk of
HDFC Bank located on GE
Road in Kumhari.

They entered the ATM
kiosk and were trying to
break the ATM machine
with the help of a gas cutter
to steal Rs 11 lakh 48 thou-
sand 500 rupees cash from
the machine. Meanwhile, a
patrolling party of
Kumhari Police Station
reached the spot and man-

aged to arrest the accused
red handed while trying to
break the ATM.

During preliminary in-
terrogation, the accused
confessed to having com-
mitted several other thefts
in the past. The accused are
being intensively interro-
gated. The accused are
identified as Honey Shiva
(19) son of Mukesh Shiva a
resident of village Ukwa,

Post Sonpuri Baihar,
District Balaghat (Madhya
Pradesh) and two juveniles.

Inspector Sudhanshu
Baghel (SHO, Police Station
Kumhari), ASI Mansingh
Sonwani, ASI Ajay Singh,
Constable Rajkumar Singh,
Constable Devprakash
Verma and Driver
Constable Yashwant Sahu
played a vital role in arrest-
ing the accused.

Two firemen suffer injuries
after falling from height 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 22: Two
firemen of Bhilai
Steel Plant's Fire
Brigade were injured
during a drill exercise
on Wednesday.
According to informa-
tion, a fireman fell
from a ladder from a
height of almost 30
feet. He fell on two
other firemen, who
were midway on this
ladder.

Two of the firemen
identified as Deepak
Khadge and Santosh
Sahu (Trainee) suffered
injuries in this mishap.
They were rushed to the
Main Medical Post and

thereafter to JLN
Hospital, Sector 9. Their
condition was reported to
be out of danger.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 22: On
Monday, a delegation of
Hind Mazdoor Sabha met
Chief General Manager
(Personnel and
Administration) of
Bhilai Steel Plant,
Sandeep Mathur. Union
leader Devendra Singh
demanded to remove the
shortage of doctors,
nursing and paramedical
staff in the Sector 9 hos-
pital.

He also demanded
white washing of the hos-
pital building. Mathur
replied that the process of
recruitment of PG doc-
tors is almost complete.
Mathur urged the union
leaders to enthusiastical-
ly contribute in taking

the plant forward.
Extending greetings on

World Happiness Day,
Devendra Singh said that
the management should
make some meaningful
efforts in this direction
so that the employees
also feel happy. He said
that there must be good
clubs like Steel Club and
Bhilai Club. He also de-
manded proper arrange-
ments of coolers in all
canteens.

Acting President Pem
Singh Chandel said that
the tenure of SEWA had
ended and there is a need
to constitute a new execu-
tive body which shall
work in the interest of
the employees with new
energy. Due to certain de-
cisions, there is disap-

pointment and anger
among the employees.

During the Corona pe-
riod, the insurance of 10
lakhs was sufficient but
it has been increased to
50 lakhs without taking
the consent of the em-
ployees. All the employ-

ees are shocked by this
decision. They are wor-
ried that the present
body should be dissolved
immediately and a new
committee should be
formed through election
or nomination.

Prem Singh Chandel

further said that the of-
fline form of EPFO
Higher Pension has been
cancelled and the new on-
line form has to be filled
by all till 03/05/2023. He
demanded that the form
should be loaded after
discussion so that every-
one can take advantage of
it in time.

Raising the issue of
delay in the welcome
scheme, Vishal Kumar
said that officers and em-
ployees are not getting
the benefit of the wel-
come scheme on the new
allotment. Vishal Kumar
requested that either the
work should be complet-
ed at the earliest or
money shall be reim-
bursed after getting the
work done.

Vishal Kumar assured
that the youth group of
employees is ready to
face every challenge and
join hands with the man-
agement to make Bhilai
Steel Plant the pinnacle
of SAIL again. There is a
need to move forward by
considering the issue of
respectful designation.

Chief General
Manager (Personnel and
Administration) Sandeep
Mathur assured of mak-
ing efforts to solve all the
issues as soon as possi-
ble. Senior Manager RK
Maharana along with
acting president of
Bhilai Shramik Sabha
Prem Singh Chandel,
Devendra Singh, VK
Patel and Vishal Kumar
were present.

Bhilai girl brings
laurels, secures AIR

63 in GATE-2023
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 22: Bhilai
girl, Anjali Dewangan
brought laurels to the city
by securing All India 63
rank in the Metallurgical
Engineering Branch in
Graduate Aptitude Test in
Engineering (GATE), 2023.

A B Tech final year stu-
dent of National Institute
of Technology (NIT),
Raipur, Anjali has been a
meritorious student and
has always pursued stud-
ies as her passion.

Her father Ankush
Dewangan is an employee
of SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant
and a renowned sculptor,
currently posted in the
Public Health Department
as Junior Health
Inspector.

Her mother Dr Sarita

Dewangan is a Lecturer in
Government High School,
Gondpendri. AK Jha,
Assistant General
Manager, Public Health
Department, Senior
Managers RK Gupta, AK
Banjara and other mem-
bers of the department
congratulated Anjali on
her success.
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Women Bikers of CRPF rallying from
Delhi to Jagdalpur welcomed in city

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 22: Under the
aegis of Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav, 75 Central
Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) Women Bikers rid-
ing on Royal Enfield motor-
cycles are on a 1848 km long
bike expedition.

Having commenced their

journey from India Gate,
New Delhi on Thursday,
March 09, the women bik-
ers are on their way to their
destination, Jagdalpur in
naxal-affected region of
Chhattisgarh, showcasing
the resilience and strength
women power and spread-
ing the message of women
empowerment during their

17-day journey.
The women's bike rally

will culminate on March 25
at Jagdalpur where they
would participate in the
84th CRPF Day
Commemoration Parade
on Saturday, March 25,
2023. Aligned to the spirit
of Women Empowerment
and charged with the feel-

ing of pride for the Nation,
the CRPF Women
Braveheart Bikers Squad
have reached
Chhattisgarh, winding
their way through the states
of Delhi, Uttar Pradesh,
Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh
and Maharashtra. The Bike
Expedition passed through
Bhilai on Wednesday,

March 22, 2023 at around
12:30 hrs. In Bhilai, the
Bikers Expedition was wel-
comed by the senior offi-
cials of Bhilai Steel Plant
including women officers at
Equipment Square near
Bhilai Steel Plant Main
Gate. Among the senior offi-
cers who welcomed the
women Bikers were Nisha
Soni, CGM (HRD & BE),
Sushmita Dey, CGM
(Marketing), Shubha
Banchhor, GM (Marketing)
and Jacob Kurian, GM (LA
& PR).

The women bikers were
felicitated with women of-
ficers putting Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav badges
on some of them. Women
officers and employees of
CISF were also present
when the women bikers
were welcomed.

Anjali Dewangan

Labour leader PK
Moitra passed away
Bhilai, Mar 22: PK Moitra, a
well-known trade union and
Communist
leader of
B h i l a i ,
passed away
in Kolkata on
the interven-
ing night of
Wednesday.
He was a
member of
the State Secretariat of undi-
vided Madhya Pradesh of the
Marxist Communist Party. He
was the party's candidate in
Durg Lok Sabha in 1984 and
Bhilai Nagar assembly elec-
tions in 1985. 

He was former General
Secretary of Hindustan Steel
Employees Union, Bhilai (CITU)
and former Vice President of
Madhya Pradesh CITU. During
the workers' movement, he
was arrested and jailed for al-
most a year. CPI (M) deeply
mourned his death and the
party said that his invaluable
contribution to the working
class movement and the trade
union movement will always be
remembered.

PK Moitra

Preparations begin to establish Urban Industrial Parks

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 22: As per the
intentions of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
RIPAs are being estab-
lished by the district ad-
ministration to provide
employment to the maxi-
mum number of young en-
trepreneurs. RIPA infra-
structure has been pre-
pared in rural areas and
land is being identified for
this project in urban areas
also.

In rural areas, 12 RIPAs
have been prepared and al-
lotments have commenced.

Collector Pushpendra
Kumar Meena reviewed
the enterprises taking
place in RIPAs.

He said that youth in
both urban and rural areas
are interested in startups.
They have courage and
fresh ideas. All they need is
infrastructure and coun-
selling. Collector asked the
officials to make it avail-
able to the youth through
RIPA and Urban Industrial
Park. Garment factory and
two BPOs will come up in
Bhilai. In this regard,
Municipal Corporation
Commissioner Rohit Vyas
informed the Collector in
detail about the prepara-
tions made so far.

He said that the land has

been identified for the gar-
ment factory. Five hundred
people will get employ-
ment in this factory. Along
with this, two BPOs will
also be started through
which entrepreneurs
would be able take advan-
tage of the huge outsourc-
ing market. About five
hundred youth will get em-
ployment through BPOs.

Similarly, a garment fac-
tory will be established in
Durg. The administration
will contact youth to make
them aware about RIPA.
District Panchayat CEO
Ashwini Dewangan and
Durg Municipal
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Lokesh
Chandrakar were also

present during the meet-
ing.

The Collector said that
under the Chhattisgarh
U n a u t h o r i z e d
D e v e l o p m e n t
Regularization Bill 2022,
people having illegal con-
structions can apply for
regularization. He asked
the officials to contact such
people and get the work of
regularization done. Along
with this, he instructed to
issue notices on illegal con-
structions and take action
against citizens who do not
remove it or apply for regu-
larization under the Act.

One Rajulal Dewangan
had complained in
Jandarshan last week. He
had made a fixed deposit in

a branch of Gramin Bank
but lost the original certifi-
cate. He complained that
he has been demanding a
duplicate certificate from
the bank for a long time but
the bank management is
not providing the same.

The Collector instructed
the Lead Bank Manager to
investigate the matter and
provide relief to
Dewangan. In the related
case, the lead bank officer
said that discussions have
been held with the bank
management and it has
been agreed to provide the
amount. The Collector said
that notice would be given
to the concerned bank
manager for the delay in
services.

The parks in the city will
soon be renovated. The
scope of greenery and chil-
dren's play activities will
increase through the
parks. For this, the experts
will give their suggestions
and accordingly a decision
will be taken regarding
their landscaping.

More than 1500
people will get
employment
through garment
factory and BPO 
Administration to
encourage young
entrepreneurs for
startups 

Chopra Auto Centre
unsealed on court’s order
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 22: In compli-
ance with High Court
Order and Estate Court
order, the Enforcement
Department of Bhilai Steel
Plant unsealed
and unlocked the
IOCL Petrol
Pump - "Chopra
Auto Centre" in
Sector 10 on
W e d n e s d a y
e v e n i n g .
E x e c u t i v e
M a g i s t r a t e
Kshama Yadu
and Police offi-
cers were present
during the pro-
ceedings. The en-
tire premise has
been unlocked
and unsealed and
handed over to the IOCL
authorised dealer.

It could be recollected
here that Chopra Auto
Centre was sealed and

locked by the
Enforcement Department
of BSP on March 15 as
per the orders of Estate
Court over the issue of
non-renewal of land
lease.

The aggrieved IOCL
Dealer had approached
High Court where the
IOCL sought time to
make final decision for

payment of premium to
get the lease renewed.

The High Court gave
relief to the IOCL and di-
rected the BSP to unseal
and unlock the petrol
pump immediately for a

period till April 05, 2023.
In compliance with the
High Court order, the fuel
station premise has been
unlocked and unsealed.

Union leaders discuss important issues with CGM (P&A)

Police foils interstate gang’s bid to break ATM
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Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Mar 22:
The issue of regulariza-
tion of daily wage employ-
ees and contractual em-
ployees was raised in the
Vidhan Sabha by MLA
Punnulal Mohile. CM in
his reply informed the
House for regularization
of such employees due ac-
tion is being taken as per
the government proce-
dure. He informed that the
state government has
formed a committee under
chairmanship of Chief

Secretary of the state.
CM informed the House

that as per order No. 12-
1/2019/1-3 dated
11/12/2019, the General
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
Department (GAD) has
formed a Committee for
regularization of daily

wage an contractual em-
ployees is that of Principal
Secretary Commerce and
Industry deptt, and the
Committee formed under
Public Sector department
include- Principal
Secretary Law & Legal
Deptt, Secretary Finance

department as member,
Secretary Panchayat and
rural Development Deptt
member and Secretary SC,
ST Welfare Deptt as its
member.

To a question as to how
many daily wage and con-
tractual employees are
there in the state govern-
ment, CM gave informa-
tion about the action taken
for regularization of such
employees. He informed
that the first meeting of
the Committee was held
on 9/01/2020 and it was de-
cided in it to take statisti-
cal information about the
number of contractual
and daily wage employees
and information from 47
departments was received.

Action being taken on regularization
of employees as per procedure: CM

Kawardha, Mar 22: In a
head-on collision between a
speedy truck and a passen-
ger bus, 12 passengers got
injured and this include
children as well. The police
has reached the site of inci-
dent and taken all injured
to nearby hospital for treat-
ment.

The accident took place
at Gram Harinchapara,
near the Sugar factory on
National Highway (NH). On
getting information about

the accident the police
reached the site and sent
the injured to hospital for
treatment and got the dam-
aged truck and bus re-
moved from the main road
to allow smooth flow of traf-
fic. Addl. SP Manisha
Rawate  informed that the
passenger bus was coming
from Pandaria and the
truck was going towards
Jagdalpur and both met
with head-on collision, leav-
ing 12 injured.

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaarr  2222::  Raipur
Automobile Dealers
Association (RADA) is organ-
ising Auto Expo 2023, the
largest event in the auto
mobiles sector in Central
India, from March 24th to
27th  at Science College
Grounds. Dealers of almost all
automobile companies will be
available to display and sell
their two-wheelers, cars,
commercial vehicles, tractors,
auto mobiles equipments and
used cars. New vehicles will
be launched every day, while

famous bands and dance
groups and celebrities will
present spectacular programs
every evening, said Vivek
Garg, President, Raipur
Automobile Dealers
Association (RADA) while
speaking to the scribes here.

RADA Vice President
Ravindra Bhasin, Secretary
Kailash Khemani and
Treasurer Vivek Agarwal said
that companies and dealers
will also give discounts and
offers on expo on spot book-
ing. The facility of spot
finance will also be available
at the expo. This time the
expo will be seen in an
expanded format as vehicle
companies in all four seg-
ments are participating with

around 200 stalls of dealers
and spare parts associations.
Tyre tube, battery, lubricants
parts companies will also be
there in the expo. The special
attraction of the first day of
the launch will be the new E-
C3 electric. Those arriving at
the expo will also be provided
the facility of making licenses
by the RTO.

CCMM  ttoo  iinnaauugguurraattee  
tthhee  AAuuttoo  EExxppoo

Former President of RADA
and Chhattisgarh Chamber of
Commerce and Industries,
President, Amar Parwani
informed that Auto Expo 2023
will be inaugurated by Chief
Minister of Chhattisgarh
Bhupesh Baghel on March 24
at 6 pm. The event will be

presided over by the Minister
of Forests, Housing and
Environment and Transport
Mohammad Akbar.
Entertainment will also be
special at the Auto Expo.
Famous bands and dance
groups and celebrities will
present a spectacular show.
Bollywood actress Shajan
Padamsee will give her pro-
gram on the inauguration day.
Apart from this, fashion show,
stunt show, quiz contest, fire
show and food court will also
be major attractions. On the
occasion FADA Chairperson
Manishraj Singhania, former
RADA President Shashank
Shah, Anil Aggarwal, Jayesh
Pithalia, Prashant Mandhan,
Basant Baid, Naresh Patel,
Neeraj Agarwal, Rishiraj
Singhania, Sunil Dhuppad,
Surendra Ahuja, respected
members of RADA and Raipur
Merchant Association
President Sudhir Agrawal was
present.

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaarr  2222:: A one-year-old
girl, with severe malnutrition,
was evaluated at a pediatric
cardiology camp in Odisha. She
was weighing 5 kg (expected-9
kg) found to have very large
(14mm) VSD (ventricular septal
defect) with very high PA pres-
sure (pressure of lungs). VSD is
an opening or hole (defect) in
the wall (septum) separating
the two lower chambers of the
heart (ventricles). Addressing
the scribes here, Senior
Cardiologist Dr Sumanta
Shekhar Padhi said that she
was brought to our hospital for
further treatment. At our hospi-
tal, she was evaluated, and the
diagnosis was confirmed. She
needed closure of the VSD.
However, since the child was
severely malnourished, it car-
ried very high risk of death or
prolonged hospital stay after
open heart surgery. So, all
efforts were made to reduce

the risk. Device closure was a
good option, but since the VSD
(hole/opening in heart) was
very large, it required propor-
tionately very large device and
its delivery system. The veins
of the child were too small to
insert the device delivery sys-
tem into the heart and hence
percutaneous closure was not a
suitable option in such a small
child with VSD. Hence the car-
diac sciences team at NH MMI
planned a novel technique. The
chest was opened by the car-
diac surgeon and the device
closure was done by directly
puncturing one of the walls of
heart (right ventricle free wall)
by the cardiologist. After the
device was deployed the punc-
ture was closed by the surgeon.
The entire procedure was guid-
ed by trans-oesophageal
echocardiography (TEE). TEE is

a kind of echocardiography
done by inserting a probe with
a transducer down the esopha-
gus. This provides a clearer
image of the heart and device
placement in real time.

The entire procedure was
completed within 45- 50 min.
The child had a smooth post
operative course, and could be
discharged on 7th day after the
procedure. Such a procedure
from planning, execution and
post operative care needs
extreme degree of coordination
among the team members- the
cardiac surgeon (Dr Hari
Kumar, Dr Sumit), Cardiac
Anaesthesist (Dr Arun
Andapan, Dr Rakesh Chand, Dr
Dharmesh) and the
Cardiologist (Dr Sumanta
Shekhar Padhi, Dr Kinjal
Bakshi). This case is of one of
the youngest children to under-

go such a rare procedure in the
state. We at NH MMI
Narayana Superspeciality
Hospital, Raipur are proud to
have such an excellent team
to help the most deserving
child like this. Mr. Tapani
Ghosh (Facility Director - NH
MMI Narayana
Superspeciality Hospital,
Raipur) supported the success
of the procedure and praised
the entire cardiac care team of
NH MMI Narayana
Superspeciality Hospital. 

Hybrid pre-ventricular VSD devise
closure done on 1 year-old child

Committee formed
under chairmanship
of Chief Secretary

Raipur, Mar 22: Former
Chief Minister Dr Raman
Singh on Wednesday
gheraoed the Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
who also holds the Energy
Department portfolio, over
the coal transportation in
Raigarh Power Plant.

Raising the issue related
to coal transportation dur-
ing Question-Hour in
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly, former CM
Raman Singh alleged that
the tendering process of
coal transportation was
not comply properly.
Moreover, the former CM
alleged massive corrup-
tion in the coal transporta-
tion. Refuting the charges,
CM Bhupesh Baghel re-
sponded that the tendering

process was followed prop-
erly and transportation is
being carried out as per
the rule.

Alleging massive cor-
ruption in transportation
of coal from mines in
Raigarh district, the main-
opposition staged a walk-
out during Question Hour.
Moreover, the former CM
demanded a probe into the
matter by constituting a
committee of MLAs. As
the CM said that there is
no need of probe, the oppo-
sition members staged a
walkout.

Both the sides had ver-
bal exchange during the
Question Hour session
which resulted in ruckus
as proceedings were
stalled.

BJP stages walkout
alleging corruption in
coal transportationCentral Chronicle News

Raipur, Mar 22: Forest
Minister Md Akbar on
Wednesday announced
that inquiry would be
conducted against
Divisional Forest Officer
(DFO) on the issue of ir-
regularities in
Belgahana Circle of
Bilaspur.

Replying to a question
raised by the senior
Member of Legislative
Assembly (MLA)
Dharmlal Kaushik from
BJP, the Minister in-
formed that state govern-
ment has already sus-
pended four employees
on the charges of irregu-
larities and added that
role of DFO would also
be probed on the basis of
the initial reports. He
said that probe commit-

tee report had found the
then Circle in-charge
Vijay Kumar Sahu,
Circle Officer Sewakram
Baiga, Md Shamim, Hit
Kumar Dhruv and
Mulesh Kumar Joshi,
Forest Conservator and
subsequently they were
suspended.

Similarly while reply-
ing to another question
raised by the MLA
Lakheshwar Baghel from
Congress, the Minister
said that probe would be
conducted on the report-
ed irregularities in
CAMPA work in Bastar
Region.

MLA Baghel urged the
Minister to ensure that
the works are completed
and added that just re-
lease of funds should not
be considered as comple-
tion of work.

DE to be conducted against
Belgahana DFO: Minister

Truck-bus collide, 12 injured

RADA to organise 7th Auto Expo from March 24th to 27th
Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel to
inaugurate the
event at Science
College grounds

Exhibition and sale
at one place, new
launches will done
every day

An exemplary team-
work by 
cardiac sciences
team at NH MMI 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Mar 22:
The issue of Jal Jeevan
Mission  (JJM) was raised
in the Vidhan Sabha
through call-attention
motion  in Vidhan Sabha
and in this the Opposition
members asked as to why
this project could not be
completed on time and for
this digging in the roads
of entire city has been
done and the people are
still  not getting water.
Dissatisfied with the
reply to this question by
the Urban
Administration Minister
Dr Shiv Kumar Daharia,
the BJP MLAs staged
walkout.

BJP MLA Brijmohan
Agrawal raising the issue
through call attention mo-
tion asked the Minister
for Urban Development
Dr Shiv Kumar Daharia
as to how much amount
has been received from
the central government
for Jal Jeewan Mission
and how much work has
been completed and how
many houses have got
water supply? Brijmohan
also gheraoed the
Minister over the digging
of roads for this project in
the city and its half-heart-
ed repair work and came
down heavily against the
Minister in-charge.

The Minister for Urban
Administration and
Development Shiv Kumar
Daharia in his reply in-
formed the House that
water connection to more

than 61000 houses has
been provided and con-
struction of few water
tanks is yet to be complet-
ed and on its completion,
entire population will get
drinking water at home.
During the discussion,
MLA from ruling party
Kuldeep Juneja and Arun
Vora too raised the issue
of incomplete tarring or
cementing work on roads
with digging for laying of
water pipeline. BJP MLA
Brijmohan Agrawal
charged of massive cor-
ruption in this project
and demanded action on
the contractor after inves-
tigation into the case. But
the Departmental minis-
ter denied the same.
Dissatisfied with the
Minister’s reply, the BJP
Opposition members
staged walkout.

BJP stages walkout over corruption in JJM works
Dissatisfied with
Minister’s reply

Raipur, Mar 22: The
Chhattisgarh Assembly on
Wednesday saw noisy
scenes as Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) MLAs accused
the Congress government
in the state of failing to pro-
vide good price to the trib-
als for tendu leaves collect-
ed from forest areas.

The chair rejected BJP
MLAs’ adjournment motion
notice for discussion on the
issue. Amid the ruckus, the
proceedings were ad-
journed for five minutes.

Raising the issue in the
Zero Hour, former chief
minister Raman Singh and
other BJP MLAs accused
the Congress of being “anti-
tribal”.

The government, after
coming to power in 2018,

stopped the Charan Paduka
scheme for tendu leaves col-
lectors started by the previ-
ous BJP government, they
alleged.

In 2017, when the BJP
was in power, 17.10 lakh
sacks of tendu leaves (main-
ly used for `beedi’ or leaf
cigarette manufacutring)
were collected and after auc-
tioning, the forest commit-
tees received Rs 1,358 crore,
the BJP claimed.

But the collection de-
clined to 13 lakh sacks in
2021 and the forest commit-
tees got only Rs 704 crore,
the opposition party’s
MLAs claimed.

The Congress govern-
ment hiked the price of
tendu leaves from Rs 2,500
per sack to Rs 4,000, but the

forest-dwellers have been
getting less money com-
pared to what they earned
during the BJP rule, they
said.

The state government
neither rolled out any
scheme for the forest
dwellers nor provided them
the right price for tendu
leaves collection, BJP MLAs
alleged.

It led to further ruckus in
the House as Congress
MLAs countered the
charges.

As the chair rejected the
demand for discussion on
the issue, BJP members
started shouting slogans
against the state govern-
ment which led to an ad-
journment of proceedings
for five minutes.

BJP slams govt for not ensuring
good price for tendu leaves
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Raipur, Mar 22: National
Institute of Technology
(NIT) Raipur’s Innovation
Cell (I-Cell) will conduct
its annual event “Avinya”
on 26th March 2023. The
event will be coordinated
at DDU Auditorium. The
main theme of Avinya is
“Indian Innovation’s and
Scientists” and the pro-
gram aims to focus on in-
stilling and displaying in-
novation in various forms
while providing guidance
and a space of network.
The program will be con-
ducted under the expert
guidance of Dr. Saurabh
Gupta, Professor In-
Charge, I-Cell.

Avinya will include four
major events including,

the Speaker-sessions, the
Pitching event, the
Innovation Expo and Open
Day. The Speaker-sessions
will have four eminent
speakers, Sandeep Jain,
Founder and Chief
Executive Officer (CEO),
Geeks for Geeks, Bina
Trivedi, Managing
Partner, IL & FS
Investment Managers
Ltd., Pranjal Kamra, Co-
founder at Finology
Ventures Pvt. Ltd., and
Mandar Joshi, Angel
Investor, Media Producer,
Theatre Actor. These pow-
erful personalities from
various unicorns and
emerging start-ups will
give a real-world example
of the path to success.

The Pitching event, this
technical event organized
by I-Cell gives students the
stage to present their cre-
ative ideas and experience
how to present ideas in the
best way possible to attract
industry experts and cap-
ture the public’s attention.
The audience will bid on
the ideas using an applica-
tion created by I-Cell con-
taining digital currency.
The pitchers who manage
to get the most profits will
be awarded by getting a
chance to be incubated by
the Incubation Cell, NIT
Raipur Foundation for
Innovation &
Entrepreneurship (NITR-
RFIE), and receive mentor-
ship and funds to lead

their ideas to success.
The Innovation Expo

gives an opportunity to
students all over central
India to showcase their in-
novative projects and get
funding support in the
form of seed grants. The
students will get to explore
the potential of emerging
technologies and innova-
tions. The Open day is all
about bringing deep in-
tense research work and
innovations from labs to
the public. In the Open day
event, all the Research &
Innovation of NIT Raipur
will be displayed to the
general public to motivate
and bring awareness
about the current trends
in technology.

Symposium on Indian Innovation’s
and Scientists on March 26

General holiday
declared on occasion

of ‘Chetri Chandra’
OOnnllyy  iinn  MMuunniicciippaall  CCoorrppoorraattiioonnss

aanndd  MMuunniicciippaalliittyy  aarreeaass

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaarr  2222::  As per the
announcement of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
there will be a general holi-
day in the municipal corpora-
tions and the municipality
areas of the state on the
occasion of Chetrichand
(Chautichand) festival on
Thursday, March 23, 2023. A
notification regarding this
holiday has been issued by
the General Administration
Department, Government of
Chhattisgarh.

On March 23, all the banks
and other government finan-
cial institutions, treasuries,
sub-treasuries, co-operative
banks etc. will remain open in
the state. Also, all the govern-
ment offices located in Naya
Raipur and also those located
in the rural areas of the state
will remain open.

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaarr  2222:: Road safety les-
sons will be taught to students
in government schools every
Saturday on the day of Bag Free
Day. For this, the training of
teachers through master train-
ers has started in 146 block
clusters of the state by the traf-
fic department. From the new
academic session, school stu-
dents will be given practical
training along with bookish
knowledge regarding traffic
safety. Traffic department offi-
cials said that this information
received every Saturday will be
important for the students as
well as reduce the number of
casualties of school students
due to road accidents. During
the training of teachers in dif-
ferent packages of the state,
information is being given on
how to avoid road accidents,
first aid after an accident, rules
related to traffic safety, etc.
Now the questions related to
traffic will be asked in the board
exam also. In Chhattisgarh, the

number of black spots due to
accidents has increased from
104 to 118 in the last one year.
This number has increased from
seven to 24 in Raipur. Black
spots have been identified on
the basis of the survey conduct-
ed in January-February this
year. This report has also been
sent to the government.
Officials of the traffic depart-
ment said that along with
reducing black spots, the work
of marking new black spots is
also going on. That’s why an
increase in numbers is being
recorded. If you look at the sta-
tistics of the traffic department,
there have been 15 thousand
deaths in the past years, while

more than 30 thousand have
been injured. Such routes where
more than seven accidents or
more than five deaths or more
than 10 accidents are happening
within a radius of 500 meters.
With the survey of these roads,
it is included in the black spot.
AIG Traffic Sanjay Sharma said,
the traffic and education depart-
ment has planned to sensitize
the students on traffic and road
safety in the schools of the
state. Under this, training of
teachers by master trainers has
been started in 146 cluster
blocks of the state. Road safety
information will be given to the
students on the day of Bag 
Free Day.

Road safety lessons will be taught to
school students on ‘Bag-Free Day’
New system to be
implemented from
the new academic
session

Raipur, Mar 22:
Bharatiya Janata Yuva
Morcha (BJYM) team
under the leadership of
Chhattisgarh BJYM
President Ravi Bhagat
were accorded warm wel-
come on their arrival here
after securing 2nd spot in
the Youth Parliament held
at Chennai in Tamil Nadu
on the issues of Tribal
Welfare.

Providing the above in-
formation in a statement
issued here, the BJYM
Media in-charge Vikas
Mittal said that apart
from BJYM Chief Ravi

Bhagat, Bhupendra Nag,
Piyush Thakur, Gauri
Gupta, Khusboo Banjare
and Gagan Mittal had par-
ticipated in the Youth
Parliament. They were ac-

corded warm welcome on
their arrival here by
Ritesh Mohire, Rohit
Maheshwari, Upkar
Chandrakar, Govind
Gupta and others.

BJYM team welcomed after victory
in Youth Parliament

Raipur, Mar 21: Under
the Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR), a
program was organised on
March 21 by the Empower
Her Committee of Union
Bank of India, Regional
Office Raipur under the
guidance of Area Head
Mrs. Kavita Srivastava in
which Financial assis-
tance was provided to the
women entrepreneurs
group  of Jai Laxmi Self
Help of village Tendua
and Jai Chhattisgarh self-
help groups in which
sewing machines were dis-
tributed. Zonal Head and
Area General Manager
Mr. Roop Lal Meena was
mainly present on this oc-
casion. Union Bank  Zonal

Head Mr. Meena said that
that at present commend-
able steps are being taken
by the Union Bank in the
direction of increasing
women empowerment and
providing new opportuni-
ties for labour employ-
ment to women. Area
head Mrs. Kavita
Srivastava emphasized on
increasing the participa-
tion of women in social ac-
tivities and workplaces, as
well as highlighting the

loan facilities provided by
the bank.

She informed that  the
bank is approving loans at
an attractive rate of inter-
est under Union Nari
Shakti Yojana for the de-
velopment of women en-
trepreneurs. On this occa-
sion, the women members
of the Empower Her
Committee Raipur area
and the branch managers
under regional office
Raipur  were also present.

Distribution of sewing machines 
to Self Help Groups 

By Empower Har
Committee of Union
Bank of India

BBeemmeettaarraa,,  MMaarr  2222::  As per the
instructions of the Office of
the Director General of
Registration and
Superintendent of Stamps,
Raipur, a letter has been
issued regarding continuation
of government transactions
even on holidays till March
31, 2023. It has been said in
the letter issued that the
Registration and Stamp
Department, through the sub-
ordinate registration offices,
is registering the documents,
under the provisions of the
Indian Stamp Act and the
Registration Act, in the form
of stamp and registration fee,
to earn government revenue
for the state. 

Since it is an important
department and there are
only a few days left for the
completion of the last month
of the financial year 2022-23,
which includes a total of
three days of government

holidays on Saturday 25
March 2023, Sunday 26
March 2023 and Thursday 30
March 2023 (Ram Navami)
respectively. Due to the clo-
sure of the registry office on
these holidays, the registry
work of the documents will
be affected, due to which it is
natural that the revenue
earning of the government
will also be affected.

Keeping in view the public
convenience and government
revenue collection, the regis-
tration work will be done reg-
ularly by keeping the regis-
tration office open even on
the said holiday. Necessary
instructions were given to the
district registrar, treasury
officer and State Bank of
India officials to open the
registration office for regis-
tration of documents, main-
tain supply of stamps, and
continue official transactions
in banks till March 31, 2023.

Registry offices will
remain open till March 31 

Raipur, Mar 22: On the oc-
casion of World Water Day
Bharat Sewa Ashram
Sangh  Pranavananda
Academy organised an
awareness programme
about water conservation.
The programme was at-
tended by Dr Anil as chief
guest while school secre-
tary Swami
Shivarupanand Maharaj,

Dhirendra Mishra, School
Principal Mrs Anindita
Ghosh and school manager
Mahadev Mahato were
present as special guests.
Dr Anil in his speech wish-
ing all on the occasion of
New Year shared his expe-
riences of water conserva-
tion. School Manager
Mahadev Mahato proposed
vote of thanks at the end.

Pranavananda Academy
observe World Water Day

BBeemmeettaarraa,,  MMaarr  2222:: The munici-
pality and the revenue team
today took action to remove the
encroachment made in Sadar
Bazar of Bemetara on Monday.
The action lasted for about
three-four hours. Police forces
were also present in terms of
security. However, no dispute
arose during the removal of the
encroachment. 

Due to the encroachment on
the roadside, the beauty of the
city was also getting affected
and people were also facing traf-
fic related problems. Complaints
were being made about this for a
long time back. Taking this into

cognizance  under the leadership
of Sub-Divisional Officer (R)
Suruchi Singh, with the help of
about 100 women commandos,
the goods were arranged to
organize the traffic facilities by
keeping the goods back in the
shop from the streets outside the
shops in Sadar Bazar. Revenue
Department issued challan with
the joint team of municipality
and police department. During
the action, Deputy Collector
Pinky Manhar, Municipal Officer
Bemetra Bhupendra Upadhyay,
In-charge Tehsildar Roshan Sahu,
Naib Tehsildar Neelam Pisda and
revenue staff were present.

Dinesh Fumda
Raipur: Dinesh
Fumda, R/o Shankar
Nagar, breathed his
last here on Tuesday.
The final journey will
leave from his resi-
dence on March 22 at
11:00 am to Marwari
Crematorium. He was
close relative of
Shailesh, Manish,
Pankaj Chandak.

OBITUARY

Encroachment outside shops 
removed in Sadar Bazar

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Mar 22: All
India Steel Conclave is
being organized by
Chhattisgarh Steel Re
Rollers. This conclave

will be held on March 25
and 26 at Mayfair Lake
Resort, Nava Raipur.
About 700 delegates
from 15 states across the
country will participate
in it. For the first time
such a big national level
event is being organized
in secondary steel sec-
tor

Chhattisgarh Steel Re
Rollers Association

President Sanjay
Tripathi, General
Secretary Banke Bihari
Agarwal said that new
technology, quality, con-
trol, networking, shar-
ing as well as green steel
will be discussed in this
conclave. This will in-
clude manufacturers as
well as suppliers.

They informed that
Chhattisgarh is the

third largest steel pro-
ducing state in the coun-
try. Along with the prob-
lems faced by steel in-
dustries, there will also
be a discussion on the
diagnosis of those prob-
lems. Along with this,
cultural programs will
also be held here on the
evening of March 25.
Along with this,
Bollywood actor

Anupam Kher will ap-
pear in the concluding
session on March 26.
They informed that
Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel will be
the chief guest at the in-
auguration ceremony.
Along with this, Union
Ministers Jyotiraditya
Scindia and Nitin
Gadkari have also been
invited.

All India Steel Conclave to be held from March 25-26
700 representatives
from 15 states to
participate

JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  MMaarr  2222::  On the occa-
sion of World Forestry Day, Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel inau-
gurated the Chief Minister Van
Sampada Yojana through virtual
medium. A target has been set
to plant 37 lakh 14 thousand 36
plants on 4694 acres of land by
2083 beneficiaries for the year
2023 through Van Sampada
Yojana in Bastar district. In a
program organized near
Dharampura Dalpat Sagar in
Jagdalpur city, 1500 saplings
were planted in the land of ben-
eficiary T Kondal Rao. On this
occasion former Minister Arvind
Netam, Mayor Safira Sahu,
Chairman of Fishermen Welfare
Board MR Nishad, Vice
Chairman of Indravati River
Basin Development Authority
Rajeev Sharma, CCF

Mohammad Shahid, Collector
Chandan Kumar, Divisional
Forest Officer DP Sahu,

Municipal Corporation
Commissioner Dinesh Nag and
Environment including Members

of the committee related to con-
servation and the beneficiaries
of the scheme were present.

On the occasion of World
Forestry Day, Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel launched the
“Mukhya Mantri Vriksha
Sampada Yojana” at 42 places in
33 districts through virtual
means. On the occasion of the
launch of Vriksha Sampada
Yojana, the Chief Minister inau-
gurated the mobile app and
online facility of NTPS
(Transport Permission) to track
the process of issuing
Community Forest Resource
Rights. In the program, the Chief
Minister transferred a total
amount of Rs 22 crore to the
accounts of 1458 beneficiaries
of the state under the Shaheed
Mahendra Karma Social
Security Scheme. Checks were
distributed to 05 beneficiaries in
Bastar district by the guests
present.

More than 37 lakh trees are being
planted in the district 

Under Mukhyamantri
Van Sampada Yojana

KKoonnttaa,,  MMaarr  2222::  Under the guid-
ance of Sunit Kumar Rai, DIG
CRPF Konta Range and under
the direction of Nitin Kumar,
Commandant 219th CRPF
Battalion, a free medical camp
was organized.  Through this
camp Dr. Adil Aziz (Medical
Officer) provided primary care
to the villagers suffering from
diseases like cold, cough,
fever, wounds, joint pain,
dengue, malaria, blood pres-
sure, typhoid etc. Medicines
were distributed after treat-
ment. Along with this, the pre-
vention and treatment of dis-
eases that arise with the
change of season were also
explained. 

Villagers and school children
of Bheji, Pentabheji, Anderpara
etc. were benefited in the free
check-up camp. Volleyball was
distributed to the school chil-
dren present in the medical
camp to increase their enthusi-
asm towards the game.  Apart
from this, it was also informed

that 219 CRPF Battalion is
always standing with by them
for the security / cooperation
of the villagers in the highly
Naxalite affected area like
Bheji.

The villagers were informed
about the different types of
health related schemes being
run by the Central and State
Government and their benefits.
Villagers and children were
also informed that if there is
any kind of health related dis-
ease, then field hospital is
always open for free treat-
ment. In the end, food was also
provided to all the villagers and
children. In the above pro-
gramme, Neeraj Kumar Singh
(Second Commanding Officer),
Rehan Ali Khan (Assistant
Com.), Uttam Pratap Singh
(DSP Bheji), Dr. Adil Aziz
(Medical Officer), Devendra
Thakur (SHO)  subordinate
officers and other personnel of
219th CRPF Battalion were
present. 

Free medical camp organized
by 219 CRPF Battalion 

Jagdalpur, Mar 22: BJP
State President Arun Sao
constituted a 6-member in-
quiry committee regarding
the dispute in Bhejripadar
village of Bastar district. In
which former Minister
Nankiram Kanwar,
National Treasurer Ajja
Dinesh Kashyap, Kiran Dev,
Rajaram Todem and
Shivnaraya Pandey have
been included. On Tuesday,
the members of the BJP
committee and other BJP

leaders left for village
Bhejripadar, but the police
had blocked the way. After
which the BJP leader
reached village Bhejripadar
on foot from another route
where a large number of
villagers were present. The
villagers kept their point be-
fore the 6-member inquiry
committee of BJP.

The villagers informed
BJP’s 6-member inquiry
committee that on the night
of March 19, the converted

woman, Mate Beko of
Bhejripadar village had
died. When her relatives
started the procedure for
burial of the dead body of
the woman in the cremato-
rium located in the village,
the villagers blocked their
way and protested against
the burial of the dead body.
The villagers said that only
after coming back to the
original religion, after the
process of caste purifica-
tion, the dead body would be

allowed to be cremated.
After which the dispute
with the Christian mission-
ary members deepened.
Meanwhile, the matter of
fighting between the two
sides also came to the fore.
In this fight, along with
Sirha of the village,
Dungru’s S/o Gagaru,
Maso’s S/o Laxman,
Umesh’s S/o Hadmo,
Khaim’s S/o Pandru and
Raju’s S/o Boda were in-
jured.

BJP’s  six member committee reaches Bhejripadar 
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Rajim, Mar 22: The orga-
nizational meeting of
Sarva Brahmin Samaj dis-
trict and Rajim
Fingeshwar area youth
forum was held there in
which State and national
president of the society,
Lalit Mishra, presided over
the meeting. District
President of Mahila
Manch Chhaya Rahi,
Rajim Fingeshwar Area
Mahila Manch President
Seema Sharma, State
Secretary of Mahila
Manch Padma Dubey, State
Minister Tanu Mishra,
State General Secretary of
the Society Manish Dubey,
Sagar Sharma, Subhash
Sharma.

The Manch's Gariaband
district and Rajim
Fingeshwar area office
bearers were unanimously
formed legally. In the wel-
come speech, Sagar Sharma
said that by adding the

youth of Rajim Gariaband
to the main stream of the
country and the state, along
with youth personality de-
velopment, their construc-
tive utilization in the inter-
est of the society is the pri-
ority of the meeting.
National President Lalit
Mishra propounded the im-
portant role of youth in the
society. Manish Dubey
called upon the youth that
the onus is on the youth to
empower the society with
full force with deafening
chants of Lord Parshuram.
The program was conduct-
ed by Pandit Dikeshwar
Sharma and Rakesh Shukla
and the vote of thanks was
done by Organization

Secretary Hemant Sharma.
Officials declared by con-
sensus in the meeting Yuva
Manch, Vice President in
District Officers- Gaurav
Mishra Chhura, Gautam
Sharma Panduka, General
Secretary Pt. Dikeshwar
Sharma, Secretary Rakesh
Shukla, Joint Secretary
Ashish Sharma,
Organization Secretary
Hemant Sharma, Publicity
Secretary Ayush Sharma,
Media Incharge Anuj
Dubey, Publicity Minister
Vineet Dubey And Sapan
Sharma, Saurabh Mishra,
District President of the
branch Purohit Manch of
Sarva Brahmin Samaj,
Rajim Area President

Yatharth Sharma Kirwai,
Yuvamanch Rajim City
Officer- President Pt Vijay
Sharma, Vice President
Satish Malviya and Sudhir
Sharma, Secretary Pankaj
Dubey, Joint Secretary Jai
Sharma, Organization
Ministers Neeraj Dubey
and Sumit Dubey,
Organization Secretaries
Amit Sharma and Yogesh
Sharma, Publicity Minister
Ayush Sharma, Media
Incharge Sanskar Mishra
Fingeshwar Block Yuva
Manch President - Saurabh
Rohan Sharma Artery, Vice
President Mayank Sharma,
Secretary Shesh Kumar
Sharma Board, State
Officer in State General

Secretary Manish Dubey,
State Secretary Subhash
Sharma, Mahila Manch
State Secretary Padma
Dubey, State Minister Tanu
Mishra, State Executive
Members Preeti Pandey,
Mahila Manch District
Executive Member Laxmi
Dubey, District cum Media
Incharge Dev Means
Pandey, District Joint
Secretary Manisha Sharma
was made in the meeting
mainly Pushpa Sharma,
Ashok Sharma, Arvind
Sharma, Vimal Sharma,
Vinita Sharma, Amit
Sharma, Ram Sharma,
Vikash Sharma, Pandit
Pradyuman Pandey Shastri
are included.

Rohit Sahu gifts transformer
on demand of villagers

Central Chronicle News

Fingeshwar, Mar 22:
The villagers of
Fingeshwar, dependent
Village Binori, Purena
were facing the problem of
low voltage and electricity
connection for the last 4
years and due to which
even the fan was not work-
ing properly in summer.
Apart from this, the motor
pumps were responding,
many problems were hap-
pening continuously.

Regarding this, the peo-
ple of the village kept de-
manding from the public
representatives to the de-
partmental officers, but all
of them used to give assur-
ances and give assurances.
People of Binauri village
reached in large numbers
to member Rohit Sahu and
shared their grief, on
which he assured to com-
plete it soon and talked to

the officials of the electric-
ity department to get the
work done, after which he
took immediate action and
63 HP transformer was in-
stalled and electricity was
supplied to their homes by
pulling the wire.

The villagers were
happy because of the time-
ly availability of electrici-
ty and good voltage as at
present, the board exams
of school students are
going on. In this regard,
District Panchayat mem-
ber Rohit Sahu told that
the problem of the village

is our problem; it is our en-
deavor to ensure that there
is no problem of low volt-
age anywhere. This was a
long awaited demand of
the people of the village,
which I am also happy to
fulfill, he said.

A large number of vil-
lagers, including
Sarpanch Kejau Ram
Nishad, Panch Neelkanth,
Tikam Vishwanath,
Sheetal, Paras, Chhavi,
Dhruv, Babulal, Hiralal,
Khoju, Agesar, Premlal,
Santosh, Kishan were
present.

Collector directs to
ensure strict compliance

Central Chronicle News

Manendragarh-Chirmiri-
Bharatpur, Mar 22: The
meeting of Distroct-level
Consultative Committee
was held under the chair-
manship of the Collector
cum authorise officer in-
charge PC-PNDT Act PS
Dhruv. In teh meeting,
Collector held discussions

on the correspondence re-
ceived for the health insti-
tutions under the Act and
gave necessary directions.

During this he took in-
formation about the
regsitered Sonography
centre, licence validity
and others. He said that it
is an important Act. He
gave instructions to con-
duct regular inspection in

such centres and ensure
strict compliance of PC-
PNDT Act. He said that to
provide better health serv-
ices is our top priority.
Discussions were held on
providing of documents
unde PC-PNDT Act from
the registered institutions.
In the meeting the mem-
bers of the Samiti put
forth their views.

Four from Govt Primary School get berth in JUY 
Central Chronicle News

Mandir Hasoud, Mar 22:
On selection of students
from Gram Bahana Kadi,
which is a small village
about 16 kms from capital
city on Raipur-
Chandkhuri road, offered
sweets to entire teaching
staff on their selection in
Jawahar Utkarsh Yojana.
Few days back on comple-
tion of golden jubilee of
the School, all the teachers
were felicitated along with
that of villagers.

It was out of total 5 seats
under Jawahar Utkarsh
Yojana (JUY) in Raiuir dis-
trict for ST category, four
seats were secured by stu-
dents from Bahana Kadi
and gave a big gift to peo-
ple of the village and is in
itself a big achievement.

On the other hand, the
Naveen Khadan para
school in Bahana Kadi is
facing teachers shortage
and it is the sheer hard-
work of the teachers that
the school is achieving
new records and from
where so far around 40 stu-
dents have got selected for
Navodaya Vidyalaya and
JNY.

It is under leadership of
Sarpanch Bahana Kadi -
Ashok Banjare and with
assistance from the state
government, all the basic
amenities are available in
the Government School
like attractive painting;
swings; garden, digital
black-board; computer
music; all musical instru-
ments and others.

At the same time, the
students of the school are
proving their mettle in the
studies and the selection of
4 out of five seats in JNY
from ST category stands
testimony to it.

The Tribal Welfare
Department organised Pt.
Jawaharlal Nehru
Jawahar Utkarsh Yojana
23-24 in Salem English
Medium School in Raipuir
and in this there were 7
seats reseved (5 for SC and
2 for ST). The merit list
was declared on Friday
last.

Last year also 4 students
from Bahana Kadi of
Arang block got place

among top ranks in the
merit list and in this the
first place went to Satish
Sonwani S/o Suresh
Sonwani with 94% marks;
second to Yash Bharti S/o
Parmeshwar Bharti with
90.5% marks (both from
Govt Primary School,
Bahana Kadi) and
Sandhya Narang D/o
Santu Ram Narang got
85.25% marks; Mayank
Banjare, S/o Ashok

Banjare got 83.75% marks
and both from Govt
Naveen Primary School,
Khadan para Bahana
Kadi. This has brought air
of happiness among all
the residents of the village
and among teaching staff
comprising- Karuna
Verma, Head Mistress;
teacher- Archana Das,
Bhawana Dhruv, Ranu
and from Naveen Primary
School Khadanpara -
Laxmi Narayan Barle;
Anita Tiwar; Sunit Verma,
Vimala Narang, Sona
Dhritlahare. All children
were offered sweets and
they all wished all the best
to them in their future en-
deavours.

On this occasion
Sarpanch Ashok Banjare,
Anita Banjare- President
Shala Vikas Samiti; Dilip
Narang, Suresh Kurre,
Santu Ram Narang,
Suresh Sonwani,
Parmeshwar Bharti and
others were present.

From Bahana Kadi 
in Arang Block Of PC-PNDT Act in all Health Institutions

Central Chronicle News

Balod, Mar 22: The Balod
police is conducting day
and night patrolling on
foot on daily basis and po-
lice jawans have been de-
ployed in chowks and tri-
angles in view of traffic
for the forthcoming
'Navratri' festival begin-
ning from tomorrow.

As per instructions
from SP Dr JK Yadav, and
under guidance of Addl.
SP Harish Rathore and
under supervision of all
the gazetted police officers
and all TIs and Check-post
in-charges night and day
patrolling in the chowks,

market, 'haat', temple
premises has been started
in view of 'Navratri festi-
val'. The common public is
being apprised about safe-
ty and security to be taken.

The movement of Balod

city police has increased
in the market and roads
and police force has been
deployed at important
places in the city and they
all are keeping close eye
on the anti-social elements

during 'Navratri'.
In case of any problems,

people have been asked to
get in touch with the near-
est police station and do
not take law in their
hands.

Central Chronicle News

Rajim, Mar 22: The
Science and Maths Club of
Government Rambishal
Pandey Excellent English
Medium School (GR-
PEEMS) in city organised
Science Model competi-
tion. It was under the guid-
ance of Club in-charge
Lecturer Samiksha
Gaikwad that Science
Club keeps organising va-
riety of activities in the
School.

Under this competitions
in quiz, poster-making and
fancy dress were organ-
ised earlier in the School.
In the same series, a
Science Model
Competition was organ-
ised by Science and Maths
Club and in this students

of Primary and Higher
Secondary took part with
great enthusiasm and also
exhibited their talent.

Principal Sanjay Ekka
hailed the participation of
the students who made va-
riety of attractive Science
models. As judges

Lecturer/ NCC officer
Sagar Sharma, Lecturer
Kamal Sonkar, Gopal
Dewangan, teacher
Shikah Mahadik asked the
participating students
about the Model developed
and related formulas and
concept.

At primary level in the
Science Model- Sidhant
Gende of Class V came
first; second place was
won by Jigyasa Sonkar,
Daksha Sahu and Sakshi
Dewangan of Class V. At
middle school level-
Devpriyar Sahu of Class
VII came first; second
place was won by- Shreya
Sahu, Diksha Sahu and
Mahi Sahu (group) all
from Class VII.

In this programme,
Neeta Yadav, Kailash
Sahu, Sakshi Jape, Pinki
Tarak, Praniti
Chandrakar, Yogita
Dewangan, Monica
Malviya, Narayan Sahu,
Neha Singh, Upasana
Bhagat, Kanchan
Chandrakar, Jitendra
Sahu were present.

Science Model competition held in GRPEEMS
In view of ‘Navratri
festival’

Police intensifies day-night patrolling

Central Chronicle News

Balod, Mar 22: The
drinking water problem in
Gram Chichbod of
Gunderdehi block of
Balod district has started.
The villagers on reaching
Collectorate informed the
Collector that few persons
in the name of drinking
water connection are sup-
plying water in the farms
and are taking power con-
nection from the power
available in the village.
Due to this the water-level
in the village has come
down drastically and here
the private borewells, are
being  used for agriculture

works and it needs to be
stopped.

Water level reducing:
Villager Tikam Singh

Sen informed that the

water-level in the village
has reduced considerably
and it is just the start of
summer season that
drinking water crisis has

emerged in the village.
They said that therefore
they have come to the
local administration to
put forth their problems.

They informed that it is
promoted in the region not
to take paddy crop during
summer season, but de-
spite this some person on
private basis the borewells
are dug in the name of
party and then entire
water from it is used for
farming and agriculture
works. Due to which the
water-level in village has
reduced drastically.

Connection be 
snapped off:

Some persons of Gram
Chichbod taking connec-
tion from main  line and
using borewell from their
houses are using the
water for agriculture
works. Due to this the vil-
lagers are facing electrici-
ty problem. The villagers
said that if no timely ac-
tion is taken, then they all
will land in trouble, as all
the water resources have
started drying-up and peo-
ple will be forced to fetch
water from far-flung
areas.

Villagers meet Collector on deepening water crisis
In Gram Chichbod of
Gunderdehi block
Say that water from
some private
borewells is being
used for agriculture
purpose; resulting in
water shortage

Meeting of SBS and Women’s Forum concludes
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Celebrations 
Hyderabad: Ugadi,
the Telugu New Year,
was celebrated with
traditional fervour
across Telangana on
Wednesday. The new
year is known as
‘Sobakrut’. People
consumed the tradi-
tional Ugadi ‘pacha-
di’ (chutney) made of
raw mango,
tamarind, neem flow-
ers, jaggery, salt and
black pepper powder
which symbolises
that life is a mixture
of all emotions.

Dedicated 
Latur: The
Maharashtra govern-
ment has given ap-
proval for a 75-feet
tall ̀ Statue of
Knowledge’ dedicat-
ed to Dr B. R.
Ambedkar in Latur
city, local MP
Sudhakar Shrangare
said on Wednesday.
He had submitted a
proposal in this re-
gard, he said. On
Tuesday, the state
government issued
an order regarding
the statue and also
the beautification of
the Ambedkar Park
in the city, the BJP
MP said, adding that
Rs 10 crore have been
sanctioned for the en-
tire project.

e-buses 
Thane: The Thane
Municipal
Corporation in
Maharashtra plans to
replace its public
transport buses with
those powered by elec-
tricity in a phased
manner, an official
said on Wednesday.
The civic body runs a
fleet of more than 300
public transport buses
in the city, adjoining
Mumbai, and has so
far introduced 11 e-
buses, including a few
air-conditioned ones.

Run over
Sultanpur: Three
persons were killed
and one other was se-
riously injured after
a four-wheeler al-
legedly ran over
them near Arjo
Ishipur village on
Chanda-Kadipur
road on Wednesday,
police said. The inci-
dent took place in the
Chanda Kotwali area
of this Uttar Pradesh
district in which the
vehicle hit four
pedestrians, killing
two women on the
spot, they said.

Mishap
Kancheepuram:
Seven workers are
feared dead in an acci-
dent at a firecracker
unit near here on
Wednesday and at
least nine others suf-
fered injuries, police
said. The cause of the
accident at the fire-
cracker manufactur-
ing unit, which also
has a storage facility,
is not clear and a
probe is on.

People dressed in tradi-
tional attire look at a 
procession celebrating
the Marathi New Year,
‘Gudi Padwa’, at Girgaon
in Mumbai, Wednesday.

Bengaluru, Mar 22 (PTI): 

A three-day festival here
spanning the physical and
virtual worlds will witness
artworks, performances,
gaming and installations
created in collaboration be-
tween artists across India
and the UK using Artificial
Intelligence that convey
the urgency of the climate
emergency.

FutureFantastic, con-
ceptualised by Jaaga’s
BeFantastic of Bengaluru
in collaboration with
FutureEverything of
Manchester will be hosted
at the Bangalore
International Centre from
March 24 to 26. It is part of
the India/UK Together,
Season of Culture that
brings together artists
from the two countries to
address shared global chal-
lenges such as climate
change, environment sus-
tainability, equality and
gender among others.

The audience will get a
chance to interact with in-
novative, AI-powered inter-
active artworks, as well as
to investigate the role of
art and technology

through panel discussions
and workshops led by ex-
perts in technology, arts,
and climate action, the or-
ganisers said.

The focus of the festival
is to find potential creative
solutions to the climate cri-
sis by asking questions of
how AI Art can create a
personal and emotional
connection to the impacts
of climate change and how
it can help in envisioning a
climate-positive future.

It will feature home-
grown and international
artworks and performanc-
es, including works by
Madhu Natraj, Nicole
Seiler, Jake Elwes, and
BeFanta stic Within.

It will also offer conver-
sations between experts
and enthusiasts in the
fields of art, technology,
and climate which will ex-
plore how AI Art can best
help generate public
awareness around environ-
mental issues. TechArt
workshops will aim to de-
bunk myths about AI tech-
nology, art, and climate
change, and offer simple
yet effective methods for
understanding and re-

sponding to the climate
emergency, a statement
said.

The festival includes cu-
rated artworks by interna-
tionally recognised artists,
as well as nine commis-
sioned pieces created by
collaborative artist groups
from the BeFantastic
Fellowship programmes.

The headline perform-
ance by Madhu Natraj, an
Indian contemporary
dance choreographer, Jia-
Yu Liu, a UK-based media
artist, and Bjoern Lengers,
a German CreaTech artist,
Give me a Sign, will trigger
stories about the fears of a
rapidly changing climate,
the statement said. Asthir
Gehrayee (Unstable Depth)
is an audiovisual artwork
inspired by the ocean and
its more-than-human in-
habitants, it added.
According to Jonathan
Kennedy, director arts -
India at British Council,
“Climate change is the
most urgent global chal-
lenge of our time. The
FutureFantastic festival is
perhaps the world’s first AI
and Arts festival with
artists in CreaTec and per-

forming arts from
Bengaluru and
Manchester, and around
the world collaborating to
create innovative new
pieces of art, games and
immersive digital and live
performance experiences
addressing water conser-
vation, a torrent of waste
and endangered habi-
t a t s . ” K a m y a
Ramachandran, founder
director of Be Fantastic,
said, “This is a moment to
mark within the city where
a techart festival triggers
conversation around two
complex concepts like
Artificial Intelligence and
climate change. “After
three years of enabling
artists and creative tech-
nologists to come together
online from various time
zones, for a sincere ex-
change of knowledge,
ideas and viewpoints, we
are excited to present art-
works and performances,
workshops, and artist shar-
ings with layers of AI and
are delighted to have the
support of partners like
British Council and Rohini
and Nandan Nilekani
Philanthropies.”

AI art fest in Bengaluru to
address climate change

New Delhi, Mar 22 (PTI): 

The Centre on
Wednesday defended before
the Delhi High Court the
policy barring married in-
dividuals from applying for
Judge Advocate General
(JAG), the legal officer in
the army, and said consider-
ing the “effects of mar-
riage”, the bar is a “reason-
able restriction placed in
public interest and the in-
terest of national security”.

In an additional affidavit
filed in response to a peti-
tion challenging the embar-
go, the Central government
said the condition of being
unmarried for grant of
commission to cadets aged
21-27 years is “restricted
only for the period of re-
cruitment and pre-commis-
sioned training” which in-
volves a high amount of
stress and rigours of mili-
tary training and the re-
striction on marriage be-
fore successful commission
is in the interest of the can-
didates as well as organisa-
tion.

A bench of Chief Justice
Satish Chandra Sharma
and Justice Sachin Datta
granted time to petitioner
Kush Kalra to file his re-
sponse to the Centre’s stand.

Last year, the high court
had asked the Centre to ex-
plain the reason behind the
policy on an affidavit while
remarking that the policy
barring married individu-
als from applying for the
post “does not make any
sense”. The Centre, in its
earlier affidavit filed in
March 2019, said that right
to marry cannot be a right
to life under the
Constitution and there was
no discrimination on the
basis of marital status of
the candidates. The authori-
ties have sought dismissal
of the PIL saying the
Constitution does not stipu-
late right to marry as a fun-
damental right.

In the latest affidavit, the
Centre submitted that in the
Indian Army, both males

and females are treated
equally and all army per-
sonnel have similar qualifi-
cation requirements for
basic military training and
in all types of entries, “un-
married clause” is common.

It explained that once the
unmarried cadets complete
their training and are grant-
ed commission, there is no
bar on marriage or its “nat-
ural consequences” like
pregnancy and several serv-
ice benefits are also given,
but during conduct of basic
military training that lasts
for minimum one year, such
provisions are not possible.
“Since pregnancy and giv-
ing birth to a child is consid-
ered as natural right for a
woman and she cannot be
deprived of that, while for-
mulating the rules such pre-
cautionary conditions have
been laid down in the inter-
est of women candidates
themselves,” the reply said.

“With regard to male offi-
cers the answering respon-

dents, without prejudice, re-
spectfully submit that the
rigour of training and ini-
tial years of service do not
permit an officer to get mar-
ried during training or to
address certain require-
ments of married life to in-
clude situations of emer-
gency,” it added.

The Centre informed the
court that an absence of
more than three weeks dur-
ing training leads to the
cadets losing a term and
being relegated to a junior
term and further absence
leads to discharge. “Having
regard to the effects of mar-
riage, the bar of marriage is
a reasonable restriction
placed in public interest
and national security...due
to such thought of policy
governing the entry of
males and females in Indian
Army, either men or women
officers, do not require
them to resign or give up
their service due to mar-
riage or marriage related
natural consequences if
they get married after com-
pletion of training and are

granted commission,” the
additional affidavit said.

“Thus, the prohibition of
marriage during training
period and before successful
commission is felt to be a
reasonable restriction put
in the interest of the candi-
dates as well as organisa-
tion,” asserted the docu-
ment. The court was also in-
formed that married cadets
are permitted to undergo
pre-commission training in
three entries, which are “in-
service entries” and provide
career opportunities to
serving soldiers. The eligi-
ble age bracket for these en-
tries is “comparatively
higher” and most have al-
ready undergone basic mili-
tary training at the relevant
time, the additional affi-
davit added.

In the PIL, petitioner
Kush Kalra, a lawyer who
was represented by advo-
cate Charu Wali Khanna,
has termed as “institution-
alised discrimination” the
restriction on married indi-
viduals from being consid-
ered for JAG.

‘Barring married individuals from applying for JAG in army reasonable’

TEMPLE INAUGURATED

Union Minister for Home Affairs and Cooperation Amit Shah inaugurates Maa Sharda
Devi temple at Kupwara in Jammu and Kashmir, via video conferencing, Wednesday.

Kasaragod (Kerala), Mar 22 (PTI): 

The Central University
of Kerala on Wednesday
said it would confer an
honorary doctorate on leg-
endary track and field ath-
lete P T Usha in recogni-
tion of her immense con-
tributions to the field of
sports.

Usha is a nominated
member of the Rajya
Sabha and the president of
the Indian Olympic
Association (IOA).

This will be the first
honorary doctorate award-
ed by the Central
University of Kerala, an

official statement said.
Representing India,

Usha has won 33 medals,
including 19 golds, in the
Asian Games and Asian
Championship.

She was the first Indian
athlete to win medals in
four consecutive Asian
Games and also six
medals, including five
gold, in the Jakarta Asian
Athletic Meet in 1985.
“Usha is the star who has
given many moments that
have made the country
proud,” the university
said.

The former athlete
heads the Usha School of

Athletics in Kinaloor,
which has produced nu-
merous successful ath-
letes, who over 20 years
have won 79 international
medals for India so far.

“She is widely regarded
as the genius who paved a
strong athletic culture in
the country,” the universi-
ty said.

University Vice
Chancellor Prof H
Venkateshwarlu said it
was the duty of the univer-
sity to honour those who
are role models for the na-
tion. “The life and achieve-
ments of P T Usha inspire
students.”

CU of Kerala to confer honorary
doctorate on P T Usha

CENTRE TO HC
Mumbai, Mar 22 (PTI): 

A man in a stunning
black skirt doing a ramp
walk in a local train com-
partment of males made
heads turn, garnering him
more than 73,000 likes and
1,800 comments on
Instagram. In the video,
Shivam Bhardwaj, who
goes by the Instagram han-
dle “theguyinaskirt”, is
seen in a black ensemble
walking across the com-
partment as commuters
look on stunned, some of
them amused.

“When I was editing my
reel, I saw people’s reac-
tions to my ramp walk in
the local train and it was
shocking. Some people
were left with their mouths
wide open, but there was
also a man who came up to
me and asked if I am an
artist and that made me
happy that there are people
who understand,” the 24-
year-old told PTI. Shivam,
who is a part of the LGBTQ
community, identifies him-
self as a gay man who sup-

ports gender neutrality.
The lad from Uttar
Pradesh’s Meerut believes
make-up and clothing such
as skirts should not be re-
stricted to any gender.
“Men can wear skirts too.
Because it hasn’t been seen
in Indian society, it is very
shocking for people around
and they don’t want to be-
lieve that a boy is wearing a
skirt. However, I do believe
times are changing,”
Shivam said.

“When women can wear
a pantsuit, men can also
wear a skirt and it won’t af-
fect their manhood, if
you’re a man you will stay a
man even if you wear a
skirt,” he reasoned.

Shivam knew that he al-
ways wanted to do some-
thing in fashion, but his
parents’ acceptance and ap-
proval did not come easily.
Shivam was asked to leave
his home when he was 19 as
he was making fashion con-
tent which was against the
wishes of his father who
wanted his son to be a char-
tered accountant.

Man in skirt breaks gender stereotypes
with Insta reel of ramp walk

PRAYERS TO SUN

Young devotees offer prayers to the rising sun on the occasion of Hindu New Year, at
Shankaracharya Ghat in Varanasi, Wednesday.

New Delhi, Mar 22 (PTI): 

The BJP claimed on
Wednesday that corrup-
tion involving kin of the
Left and Congress func-
tionaries in Kerala led to
the absence of a waste-
management plan and a
consequent fire at a land-
fill in Kochi, and demand-
ed a CBI probe into the
matter.

BJP leader Prakash
Javadekar, who is the in-
charge of his party’s af-
fairs in the state, alleged
involvement of son-in-law
of Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan besides
sons-in-law of a former
Left Democratic Front

(LDF) and a Congress
leader in the “monumen-
tal” corruption which
caused the man-made dis-
aster recently.

“There are three sons-
in-law, two companies and
a big scam. The LDF and
the UDF have come togeth-
er in looting Kerala,” he
said, claiming that the
companies assigned to
deal with waste manage-
ment in the city are linked
to the kin of politicians.

There was no immedi-
ate reaction from the Left
and the Congress to the
charge levelled by the for-
mer Union minister at a
BJP press conference
here. Kerala BJP leaders,
including Union minister
V Muraleedharan and for-
mer Union minister K J

Alphons, were part of the
presser.

“I am directly saying
that the chief minister
has taken interest,”
Javadekar said.

Noting that the high
court in the state has
taken up the matter on its
own, he expressed hope
that it will order a CBI
probe into the issue.

While the Left is in
power in Kerala, the
Congress is the main op-
position party. Both are
now together in looting
the state, Javadekar al-
leged.

He noted that the land-
fill caught fire on March 2
and it continued for near-
ly 15 days, causing med-
ical complications to a
large number of people as

thousands were forced to
leave the smoking zone.
Answering a question, he
said the Centre will also
act over the issue.

While the solid manage-
ment rules were notified
by the Centre in 2016, the
Kerala government never
followed them, leading to a
complete “mismanage-
ment” of waste all over
the state, he said.
Javadekar was the Union
environment minister
then. He said the firm cho-
sen for the waste manage-
ment in Kochi received a
Rs 54 crore-contract and it
in turn subcontracted the
task to other firms for
over Rs 22 crore. “Rs 32
crore went straight into
its pocket,” the BJP leader
claimed.

BJP alleges corruption behind landfill fire 
In Kochi

Kolkata, Mar 22 (PTI): 

Bayron Biswas, the lone
Congress MLA of the West
Bengal Assembly took
oath as a member of the
House on Wednesday, 20
days after he won a by-
election.

Speaker Biman
Banerjee administered
oath to Biswas who said he
would strive to fight for
the people’s issues on the
floor of the House.

The Congress which
drew a blank in the 2021

assembly election in the
state secured a seat as
Biswas wrested the minor-
ity-dominated Sagardighi
constituency from the rul-
ing Trinamool Congress
in a by-poll held last
month. He was supported
by the CPI(M)-led Left
Front.

Minister of State for
Parliamentary Affairs
Sandhya Rani Tudu was
the lone TMC legislator
who was present at the
oath-taking ceremony. A
few BJP MLAs and senior

Congress leaders were
also there.

Speaking over the delay
in the oath-taking ceremo-
ny, Biswas said had he
been a TMC legislator, his
oath-taking ceremony
would have been complet-
ed within a week.

“Just because I am a
Congress MLA; it took 20
days to organise my oath-
taking ceremony,” he said.

The result of the by-poll
to Sagardighi in
Murshidabad district was
announced on March 2.

“The people of
Sagardighi have allowed
me to serve them and the
people of the state. I will
fight for the people’s issues
on the floor of the House. I
would aim to uphold my
party’s views and fight the
corrupt TMC regime and
divisive forces,” he told re-
porters.

Biswas’s victory from
Sagardighi has kicked off
a war of words, with Chief
Minister and TMC supre-
mo Mamata Banerjee ac-
cusing the Congress of

having a tacit understand-
ing with the BJP in the
state.

The TMC recently also
announced that it will
maintain equidistance
from the BJP and the
Congress and would try to
align with regional parties
to fight the saffron camp
in the 2024 Lok Sabha
polls.

Meanwhile, hours be-
fore the oath-taking cere-
mony of Biswas, TMC
spokesperson Kunal
Ghosh demanded his ar-

rest accusing him of abus-
ing TMC leader Sanjay
Jain and his mother over
the phone.

Ghosh released an audio
clip in which the Congress
MLA allegedly used abu-
sive words against Jain, a
TMC leader of Dhuliyan
in Murshidabad district
and his mother.

“ In a civilised society,
this is not acceptable. We
demand that the police ini-
tiate legal action against
him,” Ghosh said.

PTI could not independ-

ently verify the authentici-
ty of the audio clip.

Reacting to Ghosh’s alle-
gation, Biswas dubbed it
as baseless and politically
motivated.

“These are being fabri-
cated as the TMC is yet to
digest its defeat in the
Sagardighi by-poll,” he
said. In the 2021 assembly
elections, the Congress
and the Left Front failed to
open their account in the
West Bengal Assembly for
the first time since inde-
pendence.

Lone West Bengal Congress MLA takes oath
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London, Mar 22:

More policemen and bar-
ricades were installed out-
side the Indian High
Commission in London on
Wednesday ahead of a
planned protest, in an ap-
parent effort to prevent a re-
peat of the vandalism seen
three days ago.

The step came shortly
after the police in New
Delhi removed traffic barri-
cades outside the British
High Commission, in a
move interpreted by some
as a demonstration of
India’s displeasure with the
breach in London.

Police officers, liaison of-
ficers, and patrol officers
were seen on duty outside

the building known as India
Place in central London,
where a giant Indian flag re-
mained strung between
windows following
Sunday’s incident.

India had summoned a

senior British diplomat in
Delhi after the demonstra-
tion at the High
Commission in Aldwych
where windows were bro-
ken, and the Indian flag was
taken down from the first-
floor balcony of the build-
ing by a protester before it
was rescued by an official.
The Ministry of External
Affairs issued a statement
saying the senior diplomat
had been asked to explain
“the complete absence of
British security” as the
crowd targeted the building,
waving yellow “Khalistan”
banners. The protest had
been called over a massive

manhunt in India for
Amritpal Singh, a support-
er of the Khalistan move-
ment who has been on the
run since Saturday.
Followed by hundreds of
armed supporters, he had
stormed a police station last
month. Commenting on the
removal of barricades out-
side the British High
Commission, a senior police
officer in Delhi told news
agency PTI, “The security
arrangements... are intact.
However, barricades placed
on the pathway towards the
Commission that created
hurdles for commutation
have been removed.”

Barricades, Cops at Indian Mission in
London shortly after India’s move Islamabad, Mar 22 (AP):

An overnight raid by
Taliban forces in
Afghanistan’s capital
killed three members of
the extremist Islamic
State group, a Taliban
spokesman said on
Wednesday.

The regional affiliate of
the Islamic State group
known as the Islamic
State in Khorasan
Province has been the key
rival of the Taliban since
their takeover of
Afghanistan in August
2021.

The militant group has
increased its attacks, tar-
geting both Taliban pa-
trols and members of

Afghanistan’s Shiite mi-
nority.

According to
Zabihullah Mujahid, the
Taliban government
spokesman, the operation
on Tuesday targeted an IS
hideout in Kabul and
killed three prominent
members of the militant
group who were plotting
attacks during the
Islamic holy month of
Ramadan, which starts at
sundown on Wednesday.

“The IS members used
the hideout to carry out
attacks in Kabul city and
planned to target reli-
gious places and civilians
during the upcoming
month of Ramadan,”
Mujahid said.

Afghan Taliban raid in Kabul kills
3 Islamic State members



P roneness to women atrocities
is not a recent phenomenon in

the society. Women have been tra-
ditionally considered as preys to
male chauvinism and aggression
from the time immemorial. A typical
Indian girl from a middle-class or af-
fluent family is raised chaperoned
and over-protected. After independ-
ence, in last few decades, guardians
as well as society have come for-
ward in extension of education for
girls. Various other reforms have
been evolved at State and national
levels. Girls has crossed the closed
doors and performed well in every
walk of life. They have become
more strengthened to protest
against the attitude and act of vio-
lence of their male counterparts.
Although rarely does she learn how
to protect herself or react in a situa-
tion where she is attacked.

At this backdrop the school going
girl students are the worst sufferers
and they have every chance of
being affected. Sometimes, the girls
have to travel a long way to reach a
Secondary or Higher Secondary
school either on foot or by bicycle,
sometimes even alone. The parents
habitually stoop to this apprehen-
sion and restrain the girls’ children
to attend schools regularly, which

often results in chances of drop outs
and discontinuation of their educa-
tion & aspiration. 

In this context, self defence train-
ing programme for girls studying in
elementary as well as higher classes
is must, so that they can build up in
themselves certain self defence
skills including life skill for self pro-
tection and self-development. Self
Defence Training to girls in govern-
ment institutions helps them be-
come psychologically, intellectually,
physically and spiritually strong to
protect themselves in time of dis-
tress. They are trained to leverage
daily usable articles like keychains,
dupattas etc. for their protection.

In erstwhile centrally sponsored
schemes namely National
Programme for Education of Girls at
Elementary Level (NPEGEL), Sarva
Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) and
Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha
Abhiyan (RMSA), the training pro-
gramme for self defence have been
imparted to school girls at elemen-
tary as well as secondary level in
some sectors. Such activities helped
to instill confidence in girls as well
as ensuring attendance and reduc-
ing absenteeism & drop outs.

Under “Samagra Shiksha” pro-
gramme, which has been launched

on 1st April 2018, provision of self
defence training for elementary
(upto class VIII) as well as second-
ary (upto class X or XII) level have
been made with unit cost @ Rs
3000/- per month (to be enhanced
@ Rs 5000/- in next extension of SS
scheme) for 3 months per school.
Martial Arts training are imparted
various techniques namely; Karate,
Taekwondo, Wushu, Boxing
(Mushti-yuddha), Silambam (Lathi-
yuddha), Judo etc. There is also pro-
vision of self defence training to en-
rolled girls of Kasturba Gandhi
Balika Vidyalaya sanctioned with
unit cost @ Rs 10000/- per vidyalaya
per annum.

Objective :-
(i) To reduce irregular attendance

of girl students, 
(ii) To equip the girls with some

life skills and defence skills so
that they can avert any kind of
untoward situation at least at
the first instances, 

(iii) To spread a message to the vi-
olence-maker that girls are
being ready for counter-de-
fence and awareness is being
developed among the girls in
this regards, (iv) To make the
Physical Education teacher of
each school aware of these
skills for future practice of
them as a part of school cur-
riculum. 

Strategy :-
The broad aim of the programme

is to extend the Martial Arts training
to all girls studying in schools upto
class XII.

The States have their own strate-
gy and schedule for implementation
of this programme. The states like
Bihar has extended the programme
through a 36-day training schedule

in schools by black belt master train-
ers. After completion of the training,
the girls will be graded & certified
stepwise in various types of belt
through recognized Martial Arts in-
stitutions. Finally, after getting black
belt, class XII pass-out girls will have
option to engage themselves as
master trainer in Martial Arts and
become  “Atmanirbhar”. 

In Telangana, the Physical
Education Teachers (PET) of
Government schools  are trained by
experts, who in turn train girls in
their respective schools. It is a 3
month course during which 24 vital
techniques are taught to the stu-
dents studying in classes VI to X.
These techniques are taught in 36
sessions thrice in a week. 

In Jammu & Kashmir, basic tech-
niques of Judo & Taekwondo have
been provided to girls under “Beti
Bachao  Beti  Padhao” programme.
Earlier Army had also organized four
week martial arts course for school
girls in remote areas. 

Expected Outcome :-
(a) Girls became physically robust

& psychologically empowered
and their self confidence in-
creases,

(b) Increase in enrolment and re-
tention because of increased
awareness among community,

(c) Girls participation in school ac-
tivities has increased tradition-
al roles. 

The Self defence training pro-
grammes to girls will pave the way
to ensure secured atmosphere not
only in schools & colleges but in
every walk of life, which will be
fruitful for all round development of
the country in long run.

(The Author is a technocrat and ed-
ucationist)
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Methanol economy
may create wonders
Methanol is a low-carbon, hydro-

gen-carrying fuel made from high-ash
coal agricultural residue, CO2 from
thermal power plants, and natural gas.
It is the best way for India to meet its
commitment to COP 21.The 'Methanol
Economy' programme of the NITI
Aayog on implementation leads, to re-
duce India's oil import bill, greenhouse
gas (GHG) emissions, and the conver-
sion of coal reserves and municipal
solid waste into methanol.Despite hav-
ing a slightly lower energy content than
gasoline, methanol can be used in
transportation (road, rail, and marine),
energy (DG sets, boilers, process heat-
ing modules, tractors, and commercial
vehicles), and retail cooking (replacing
LPG kerosene and wood charcoal)
Blending 15% methanol into gasoline
can result in a 15% reduction in crude
oil imports. Furthermore, this would re-
duce GHG emissions by 20% in terms
of particulate matter, NOx, and SOx,
improving urban air quality. Methanol
Economy will also generate nearly 5
million jobs via methanol
production/application and distribution
services. Additionally, blending 20%
DME (Di-methyl Ether, a methanol de-
rivative) in LPG can save Rs 6000 crore
per year,  This will save the consumer
between Rs 50 and Rs100 per cylinder
as per NITI Aayog speculation.

VijayKumar H K, Raichur

Hypocrisy of the West
It is disheartening to witness the

double standards of the UK and US gov-
ernments when it comes to taking ac-
tion against Khalistan sympathizers.
The recent attacks on the Indian High
Commission in London and Indian
Consulate in San Francisco have ex-
posed the blatant laxity shown by these
nations in cracking down on such anti-
India elements. It is disappointing to
see how these nations, who claim to be
our friends, ignore the Vienna
Convention rules and turn a blind eye to
the violent attacks on Indian govern-
ment offices and buildings. One cannot
help but wonder how the UK and US
would have reacted had a similar attack
taken place on their government offices
and buildings. We hope that these pow-
erful nations will take necessary meas-
ures to ensure the safety and security
of Indian officials and citizens abroad.

Manoj Kumar, Raipur

Act swiftly and arrest
Amritpal Singh

Punjab Police launched a major
crackdown against the radical preach-
er, Amritpal Singh, and members of
his outfit Waris Punjab De. While it is
commendable that the government is
taking strict action against criminals, I
believe it is too early for them to pat
their back until Amritpal is arrested.
Despite the efforts made by the police,
Amritpal continues to evade arrest,
which raises concerns about the effec-
tiveness of the crackdown. It is crucial
for the government to act swiftly and
bring Amritpal to justice, as he is a
threat to the safety and security of the
people of Punjab.The government
must ensure that no stone is left un-
turned in their efforts to apprehend
Amritpal and bring him to justice. Only
then can we truly say that the govern-
ment has succeeded in its efforts to
curb criminal activities.

Nawal Kishore, Raipur
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ER. PRABHAT KISHORE

Women in traditional attire take part in a procession to celebrate the Marathi New Year, 'Gudi Padwa', at Girgaon in Mumbai,
Wednesday, March 22.

‘GUDI PADWA’

T he threat of Khalistan terror is looming over Punjab,
as Pakistan has once again resorted to its familiar

strategy of reviving terror activity in the state. The anti-
India lobbies abroad, led by Pakistan, have instigated the
Sikhs for Justice movement and revived the Bhindranwale
cult. Amritpal Singh, a self-styled Khalistan protagonist
based in Dubai, has been tasked with launching a militant
movement to demand a separate homeland for Sikhs. He
recently stormed Ajnala Police Station near Amritsar with
a large number of armed supporters to force the release of
an associate. The Punjab police have started canceling
arms licenses of his followers, and his social media han-
dler was arrested at Amritsar International Airport, con-
firming the external links guiding the Khalistan movement.
Pakistan's ISI is planning initial steps to gradually create
an environment for militancy in Punjab, using drones to
drop arms and drugs in the border districts to exploit the
vulnerability of Sikh youth. Stray incidents of terror are be-
ginning to occur in which enemy agents are using
grenades and IEDs to target police and foment public
scare. The state authorities should be vigilant against any
activity designed to create a Hindu-Sikh schism, as the
targeting of Hindu passengers in buses and terror attacks
on Hindu leaders became pronounced during the days of
Khalistan terrorism in Punjab in the 1980s. The concerned
agencies of the Centre and the state have to work in a co-
ordinated way to tackle the menace of drugs firmly with-
out letting it create any communal ripples. The state of un-
employment in Punjab makes the youth vulnerable to sub-
versive propaganda, and a strategic measure would be to
place Punjab in the care of a national security professional
who had past experience serving the state in difficult
times, as Governor for a few years. Against the backdrop
of the narrative of authoritarianism and intolerance built
by anti-India lobbies against the Modi government, inter-
community goodwill must be maintained in the border
state, and a service-oriented administration must be pro-
vided to the people in general. The emerging scene of mili-
tancy being restarted in Punjab in the name of Khalistan,
by some elements manoeuvred by Pakistan, needs to be
taken cognizance of and analysed. The security of the bor-
der state must be kept above domestic politics, and
Hindus and Sikhs must show unity against the forces that
seek to shatter communal harmony and serve the narrow
agenda of Khalistan.

Revival of Khalistan Movement

Self  Defence Training : A necessity for school girls

T he current state of Parliament is one of chaos and
stalemate, with both the government and opposition

unwilling to compromise on issues. While political differ-
ences are a natural part of a democracy, it is essential to
find ways to ensure that Parliament functions effectively.
There is an urgent need for reforms to make the legislative
process more transparent and outcome-oriented. The
Parliament spends less time on legislative business, result-
ing in lawmakers spending less time on law-making. The
former chief justice N.V. Ramana recently lamented how
Parliament passed laws without deliberation and debate.
The National Commission to Review the Working of the
Constitution recommended that Lok Sabha should have at
least 120 and Rajya Sabha 100 sittings. A single minute in
Parliament leads to an expenditure of Rs. 2.5 lakhs approx
to the exchequer. Another area for improvement is the
conduct of members. Both the government and opposition
are guilty of resorting to disruptive tactics such as walk-
outs, running to the well of the House with placards,
shouting slogans, etc., which could attract public and
media attention. Instead, political parties must replace
disorder, disruption, and delay in legislation with debate,
discussion, and decision in a democracy. The adage is
while the Opposition should have its say, the Government
should have its right. There is also a need to make parlia-
mentary committees more effective. Currently, the parlia-
mentary committees have gradually decreased their num-
ber of sittings. The Government also only refers some
pieces of legislation to the committee. A healthy democra-
cy needs a fit functioning Parliament. Indian democracy
has matured over the years, and it is time to make some
necessary corrective issues.To achieve effective function-
ing of Parliament, the rules must be revamped to make
clearing legislation and discussion on issues open, trans-
parent, and outcome-oriented. Political parties should
choose eminent men and women as members, and new
members should be given adequate time to participate in
the proceedings. Party leaders should focus more on
Parliament’s functioning as they are also stakeholders.
Presiding officers should be given more teeth, and new
members should be trained to understand the House’s
rules and regulations. The cancellation of Zero Hour and
Question Hour indicates that parliamentary reforms are
urgently needed. The Question hour is when the
Government answers many questions, and it should not be
disturbed. Accommodation and negotiations should be
part of the conduct of the House. The current state of
Parliament highlights the need for reforms to make the
legislative process more transparent and outcome-orient-
ed. A fit functioning Parliament is essential for a healthy
democracy. It is time to implement some necessary cor-
rective measures to ensure that Parliament functions ef-
fectively.

Reforming Parliament for
Effective Functioning

Central Chronicle invites articles, write-ups, and comments on a wide range of
issues for our editorial page. Submissions should be between 800-900 words in
length. In addition, we welcome letters to the editor for this page. While letters

may be edited for clarity, we aim to preserve the integrity of the original message,
and ask that they be kept to around 50-60 words. Submissions can be sent via

email to editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com.

By Cary Cooper

P rofessor of Organisational
Psychology and Health,

University of Manchester Work, it's
something most of us do though it
isn't always enjoyable. Whether it's
long hours, gruelling tasks or just
the repetitive nature of a day-to-day
routine, work can sometimes be
something we have to do rather
than something we want to do. But
given that the average person will
spend 90,000 hours at work over a
lifetime it makes sense to try and
enjoy it if you can. So what can you
do to be happier at work and reduce
stress? I was the lead scientist in a
government project that looked at
how our wellbeing and emotional
resilience can change over a life-
time. As part of this project, the
team, with help from think-tank the
New Economics Foundation, identi-
fied several things that can reduce
stress and enhance wellbeing and
happiness all of which can be ap-
plied to the workplace. So what
helps?

1. Be active
Exercise and other physical activ-

ities won't make your problems or
stress disappear, but they will re-
duce their emotional intensity and
give you mental space to sort out
problems as well as keep you physi-
cally fit. Research shows time and

time again the positive benefits of
exercise, so why not bookend your
working day with some physical ac-
tivity. Walking to and from work is a
great way to create separation from
the working day. If that's not possi-
ble you could get off the bus a stop
early, make your lunchtimes active
or maybe find an exercise class to
do before you start work for the
day.

2. Connect with people
If you examine most of the happi-

ness scales, relationships with oth-
ers come near the top of these lists.
During the pandemic, many people
found their wellbeing suffered due

to a lack of social contact. Indeed, a
good support network of friends
and family can minimise your work
troubles and help you see things dif-
ferently.

It's also worth getting to know
your colleagues. The more you in-
vest in your relationships at work,
the more enjoyable you may find
your day.

Helping work colleagues and oth-
ers in your life, can also enhance
your self-esteem and give you a
sense of purpose, which is essential
to your wellbeing and contentment.

3. Learn new skills
Keeping "cognitively active" is

critical to your psychological and
mental wellbeing and can provide
you with new opportunities in terms
of your career development. So try
to keep learning take a course, de-
velop some new skills or learn a
new hobby, it all adds up.

Having things going on in your
life outside of work is also impor-
tant for your emotional and mental
wellbeing. In the UK we work some
of the longest hours in Europe,
meaning we often don't spend
enough time doing the things we re-
ally enjoy. Don't work excessive
hours. And ensure you make time
for socialising, exercise, along with
activities you find fun.

4. Stay present
This is all about "being in the mo-

ment" rather than in the past or
looking too far forward. Enjoy the
present and you will appreciate it
more. Indeed, there is plenty of re-
search on the positive aspects of
mindfulness and how it can help
with mental health.

You don't have to sit down for
hours meditating either. Being in
the moment is more about bringing
your brain back to the now. A more
mindful approach to life is some-
thing you can practice at any time
of the day, it's just about being
aware, noticing your surroundings
the sights, sounds, smells. You can
do this while you're walking, in a

meeting or making a cup of tea.
5. Recognise the positives
Staying present also helps you to

recognise the positives in your life
allowing you to be a glass half full
rather than a glass half empty per-
son. Accept there are things at work
or in life you can't change and con-
centrate on the things you have
control over. Remind yourself to
feel grateful for the positives in
your life.

6. Avoid unhealthy habits
Given what we know about their

long-term consequences, using ex-
cessive alcohol or coffee consump-
tion or smoking as a coping strate-
gy for work stress is ultimately like-
ly to have a negative impact on your
happiness, even if they seem to pro-
vide a quick pick-me-up.

7. Work smarter, not longer
Prioritise your workload during

working hours and you will have
more disposable time to do the
things you enjoy. Accept that your
in-tray will always be full, so con-
centrate on the important things
first. The more you take control of
your work life and get the balance
you need, the more likely you will
be happier at work. Indeed, given
that in the UK stress-related illness
accounts for nearly 60% of all long-
term sickness you must prioritise
your wellbeing and try to reduce
work stress where possible.

Seven tips for finding happiness at work
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Brand ambassador

Ahmedabad: Clear, a
quality and value-
based premium pack-
aged drinking water
company, is embark-
ing on a new journey
by roping Hindi film
superstar and icon
Hrithik Roshan as
their brand ambassa-
dor. With its superior
and sustainable range
of bottles, Clear is
committed to expand-
ing its reach and en-
couraging people to
Make A Clear Choice.
By joining hands with
Hrithik Roshan, the
brand aims to draw
parallels between the
superstar’s versatility
and commitment to
excellence with that of
its products. Hrithik
Roshan is not only one
of the most popular
and biggest stars in
the Indian Film
Industry but an icon
with a larger-than-life
persona and millions
of fans in India and
globally.

Appointment

New Delhi: Auto
components major
Bosch Ltd on
Wednesday an-
nounced leadership
changes with
Guruprasad Mudlapur
appointed as its
Managing Director,
and President of the
Bosch Group in India
with effect from July 1,
2023. He will succeed
Soumitra
Bhattacharya who will
be retiring from Bosch
India effective June 30,
2023, after 28 years of
service in various ca-
pacities, the company
said in a regulatory fil-
ing. Further, Bosch
said from July 1, 2023,
Sandeep
Nelamangala, current-
ly, Executive Director
at Bosch Ltd and
Executive Vice-
President, Mobility
Solutions at Bosch
India, will be appoint-
ed as Joint Managing
Director of Bosch Ltd.

Budget presentation

New Delhi: Finance
minister Kailash
Gahlot on Wednesday
presented a Rs 78,800-
crore budget in the
Delhi assembly for the
financial year 2023-24,
which majorly focuses
on transport and in-
frastructure as part of
the G-20 summit
preparations. The
Delhi government’s
budget size for 2022-23
was Rs 75,800 crore
and Rs 69,000 crore in
the preceding year.
This was the first time
that Gahlot presented
the budget after tak-
ing charge of the fi-
nance department fol-
lowing the resignation
of deputy chief minis-
ter Manish Sisodia
who was arrested by
the CBI in connection
with the Delhi excise
policy scam case.

New Delhi, Mar 22: 

Chemicals and
Fertilisers Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya on
Wednesday asserted that
there will be no shortage of
fertilisers in the upcoming
kharif sowing season as
the domestic production
and stocks-in-hand will be
sufficient to meet the local
demand for soil nutrients.
The minister said the
country might not require
to import urea from the
spot market to meet Kharif
(summer-sown) demand.
Urea being imported
under long-term supply
agreements will come.
However, he said, there
will be some import of
DAP (Di-Ammonium
Phosphate) to meet the
local demand. “There will
be no shortage of fertilis-
ers in the upcoming kharif
season. The stocks that we
will have at the start of
next month and estimated
domestic production be-

tween April and
September of next fiscal
will be sufficient to meet
the projected requirement
during Kharif season,”
Mandaviya told reporters
here. He said the country
will not need to import
urea and NPK from spot
markets. Mandaviya in-
formed that the planning
for fertiliser demand and
supply for the upcoming
Kharif season has already
been done by the ministry.
The sowing of crops in the
Kharif season starts with
the onset of the monsoon.
Paddy and cotton, pulses
and soyabean are the
major crops. Giving de-

tails, Mandaviya said the
estimated requirement of
urea for the kharif season
is 179 lakh tonnes, while
the total availability will
be 194.31 lakh tonnes,
which includes an opening
stock of 55 lakh tonnes as
of April 1 and production
of 139.31 lakh tonnes dur-
ing the next six months.
Similarly, the opening
stock of DAP is 25 lakh
tonnes and production is
estimated at 20 lakh
tonnes, taking the total
availability to 45 lakh
tonnes for the Kharif sea-
son. The requirement for
DAP for Kharif is estimat-
ed at 58.82 lakh tonnes, he
said, adding that the gap
would be filled through im-
ports. For NPKS, the total
requirement for Kharif is
63.72 lakh tonnes while the
total availability will be
77.15 lakh tonnes, includ-
ing an opening stock of 28
lakh tonnes and estimated
production of 49.15 lakh
tonnes.

Govt sees no shortage of 
fertilisers in Kharif: Mandaviya New Delhi, Mar 22:  

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Wednesday unveiled the
6G vision document of the
country and said initia-
tives around 6G within six
months of the 5G rollout
show India’s confidence.
He said from being a mere
consumer of telecom tech-
nology, India is now mov-
ing fast to become a big ex-
porter of that technology.
“Within six months of the
5G rollout, today we are
talking about 6G. This
shows the confidence of
India.

Today we have brought
the vision document to the
fore. This will become a
big base for the rollout of
6G,” Modi said. The vision
document released by
Department of Telecom
states that while 5G tech-
nology promises a speed
of 40-1,100 Mbps with the
potential to hit maximum
speed of 10,000 Mbps, 6G
will offer ultra-low latency
with speeds up to 1 terabit
per second —which is
1,000 times more than the

top speed of 5G. The
prime minister at the
event inaugurated the
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n
Union (ITU) Area Office
and Innovation Centre ,
which has been set up in
the Centre for
Development of
Telematics (C-DoT) cam-
pus. It will be fully funded
by India. He said the ITU
office in India will help
create the right environ-
ment for 6G in the country.

“Before 4G, India was only
a user of telecom technol-
ogy, but now India is mov-
ing fast to become a big ex-
porter of telecom technol-
ogy,” he said. The prime
minister said that technol-
ogy that has been success-
fully developed indige-
nously is getting attention
from across the world. He
said India has two main
powers- “Trust and
Scale”. “Without trust and
scale we cannot take tech-
nology to every nook and

corner. I will say that trust
is a prefix to present day
technology. With 100 crore
mobile phones, India is
the most connected
democracy of the world.
Cheap smartphones and
cheap data has transmo-
grified India,” Modi said.
He said digital inclusion
has taken place at a large
scale in India with digital
payments, direct benefit
transfer, JanDhan,
Aadhaar, rapid rollout of
broadband services etc.

6G initiative shows India’s confidence: PM

Prime Minister Narendra Modi along with International Telecommunication Union
Secretary-General Doreen Bogdan-Martin, Union Minister for Communications,
Electronics & Information Technology Ashwini Vaishnaw and External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar releases ‘Bharat 6G Vision’ document, during the inauguration
of ITU Area office & Innovation Centre, in New Delhi.

Mumbai, Mar 22:

Equity benchmarks
Sensex and Nifty extended
their gains for the second
straight session on
Wednesday, mainly due to
buying in healthcare, fi-
nancial and commodity
stocks amid a firm trend
in global equities.
However, sustained for-
eign fund outflows from
the domestic equity mar-
kets capped the rise,
traders said. In a largely
range-bound session, the
30-share BSE Sensex ad-
vanced 139.91 points or
0.24 per cent to settle at
58,214.59, with 18 of its
constituents posting gains.
During the day, the index
witnessed a high of
58,418.78 and a low of
58,063.50. The broader NSE
Nifty climbed 44.40 points
or 0.26 per cent to end at

17,151.90, with 33 of its
scrips ending in the green.

“Staying afloat in a
volatile trade, the domes-
tic market managed to re-
main positive, with the op-
timism that the global
banking system issue is
behind us. Additionally,
the volatility brought in
from western markets
ahead of the announce-
ment of Fed policy and re-
lease of high UK inflation,
tested market sentiments.

“The market has factored
a 25 bps rate hike by Fed,
and an in-line and less
hawkish policy stance will
attract bulls,” said Vinod
Nair, Head of Research at
Geojit Financial Services.
Among the Sensex stocks,
Bajaj Finance, Bajaj
Finserv, Sun Pharma,
IndusInd Bank, Tata
Motors, ICICI Bank, Tata
Consultancy Services,
Hindustan Unilever and
Power Grid were the
major gainers.

NTPC, Axis Bank,
Nestle, HCL Technologies
and HDFC Bank were the
major laggards. In the
broader market, the BSE
smallcap gauge gained 0.54
per cent and the midcap
climbed 0.18 per cent.
Healthcare, commodities,
FMCG, utilities, financial
services and oil & gas were
among the gainers.

Markets climb for 2nd day amid firm global
trend; healthcare, financial stocks rise

New Delhi; Mar 22: 

On World Happiness
Day, Vedanta Aluminium,
India’s largest producer
of aluminium, launches
Umang, an Employee
Wellness &amp; Lifestyle
Program to improve the
wellbeing and happiness
quotient of employees
and their families. The
company

announced its partner-
ship with MantraCare,
one of India’s top health
technology companies
working in the realm of
holistic health manage-
ment. Vedanta
Aluminium is one of the
world’s largest alumini-
um producers with ex-
pansive operations in
Odisha and Chhattisgarh
which are run by a vi-
brant &amp; diverse

workforce. The employees
work in a highly competi-
tive environment, striv-
ing for excellence and
pushing the boundaries
on innovation. Vedanta
Aluminium has world-
class townships, well-
equipped with gyms,
sports complexes, swim-
ming pools, playing
grounds and more, for
employees to be able to
maintain a high-level of
physical fitness.

While the company has
been conducting sessions
on various facets of
health, it has now gone a
step further to create a
structured round-the-
year programme with the
firm belief that holistic
wellbeing can help em-
ployees and their families
improve their physical
health, boost

Vedanta Aluminium 
launches ‘Employee Wellness

and Lifestyle Program’
Mumbai, Mar 22: 

Smart Bazaar, the large
format supermarket from
Reliance Retail has
launched its new store in
Raigarh. The store pro-
vides one-stop shopping
experience by offering a
wide range of products
under one roof, ranging
from Grocery, Fruits &
Vegetables, Dairy to
Kitchenware, Homeware,
Apparel, Consumer
Electronics etc. With the
launch of this store,
Smart Bazaar now has a
presence of two stores in
Raigarh.

Built over 15,000 sqft of
sprawling shopping
space, Smart Bazaar is de-
signed to provide cus-
tomers with bigger sav-
ings and a better shopping
experience. It offers cus-
tomers a wide variety of

products, ranging from
daily essentials such as
groceries, dairy products,
fruits and vegetables, to
special items and utilities
such as homeware,
kitchenware, footwear, ap-
parels and consumer elec-
tronics, all under one roof.
It also provides customers
great saving opportuni-
ties through the year with
discounts of up to 5% on
MRP and special seasonal
offers.

The store has line-up of
plethora of brands across
categories such as
processed foods and bev-
erages, personal care,
healthcare, hygiene, fab-
ric, homecare and home
décor available on attrac-
tive offers. Special benefit
of shopping at Smart
Bazaar is that bigger pur-
chases always fetch
greater savings.

Smart Bazaar
expands its presence 

New Delhi, Mar 22: 

Realme, the most trust-
ed technology brand in
India, unveiled its latest
offering in the C-Series,
the realme C55 , the new
benchmark for an entry-
level champion with a
64MP camera and 33W
charging. Packed with
cutting-edge features, a
sleek design, and power-
ful performance, the
realme C55 is set to attract
users who seek a smart-
phone that seamlessly
blends style and function-
ality.

Commenting on the oc-
casion of the launch, Mr.
Madhav Sheth, CEO
realme India, VP, realme,
and President, realme
International Business
Group said &quot;As a
brand, realme is commit-
ted to empowering their
users with the latest tech-
nology that fits their

lifestyle. With brand new
strategic upgrades, the
new range of C Series
smartphones will lead the
segment with leap-for-
ward technology and will
democratize the technolo-
gy in four key areas: cam-
era, storage, charging,
and design. Committed to

the same, we are thrilled
to introduce the realme
C55 , our latest offering
that packs a powerful
punch at an amazing
price point. With its sleek
design, impressive per-
formance, and outstand-
ing features, the realme
C55 is the perfect choice

for those who demand
more from their smart-
phones.”

realme C55 , setting a
new benchmark in the
entry-level segment
comes with a 64MP cam-
era, which is unprece-
dented for this segment
and enables users to cap-
ture stunningly detailed
photos with ease.
Additionally, it features
an 8MP selfie camera and
a range of photography
functions, including the
exclusive street photogra-
phy mode, which is a first
in realme C series. The
realme C55 democratizes
large storage as it comes
with a massive 8GB of
RAM, effectively increas-
ing the device storage ca-
pacity.

Realme C55 is available
in two stunning colors -
Sunshower and Rainy
Night and comes in three
storage variants.

Realme unveils C55 with  64MP camera

New Delhi, Mar 22: 

India’s housing sector is wit-
nessing probably the “biggest
boom” in the last one and half
decade driven by various fac-
tors such as affordability and
customers aspiration to own
homes, HDFC Capital
Advisors Managing Director
and CEO Vipul Roongta said
on Tuesday. Addressing a real
estate summit organised by
FICCI, he noted that the resi-
dential real estate segment has
revived strongly after going
through a lot of pain due to
new realty law RERA and de-
monetisation. “In the last one
and half decade, I think this is
probably the biggest boom I
am personally seeing as an or-
ganisation on the residential
segment, whether it is afford-

able mid-income and premium
housing properties,” said
Roongta, who is also Co-
Chairman, FICCI Real Estate
Committee. He said the real es-
tate developers have been
made accountable under the
RERA for completion of proj-
ects and they would be behind
bars in case of default. Post-
Covid pandemic, Roongta said
the customers are upgrading
their homes, in terms of quali-
ty as well as size. He said the
housing demand is mainly cen-
tred around affordable and
mid-income in the country.
When asked about the reasons
for the boom, Roongta said, on
the sidelines of the event, the
demand is driven by “aspira-
tion and affordability” besides
demand-supply mismatch. He
said this is the right time to de-

velop housing projects in af-
fordable and mid-income cate-
gories. Roongta said the de-
mand is buoyant despite an in-
crease in the mortgage rate in
the last one year. HDFC Capital
Advisors has launched USD 3.2
billion real estate fund for af-
fordable housing, Roongta
said, adding that 85 per cent of
the capital has already been
committed. Addressing the
event, Kuldip Narayan, Joint
Secretary, Union Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs,
said the size of the urban sec-
tor will double in the next 25
years. He said the require-
ments for facilities, residential
spaces, commercial spaces,
and urban infrastructure
would double, adding, “we
have a lot of catching up to do
in infrastructure”.

Housing sector seeing biggest boom
in last 15 years: Vipul Roongta

New Delhi, Mar 22:  

Hero MotoCorp on
Wednesday said it will in-
crease prices of its model
range by around 2 per cent
from next month in order
to offset the impact of rise
in production cost in order
to conform to stricter
emission norms. The com-
pany will make an upward
revision in the ex-show-
room prices of its select
motorcycles and scooters,
effective from April 1, 2023,
the country’s leading two-
wheeler maker said in a
statement. The price revi-
sion will be around 2 per
cent and the exact quan-
tum of increase will vary
by specific models and
markets, it added. The
price revision has been ne-

cessitated mainly due to
cost increases on account
of OBD 2 (on-board diag-
nostics) transition, the
company said.

Hero MotoCorp will con-
tinue to provide innova-
tive financing solutions in
order to cushion the im-
pact on the customers, it
added. The Indian automo-
bile industry is currently
working to make their
products meet the second
phase of BSVI.

Hero MotoCorp to hike 
prices by up to 2 pc from April

New Delhi, Mar 22:  

Adani Airports on
Wednesday said there is
no rethink on the pace of
expansion and it was fol-
lowing the investments
as per plans submitted to
the government, amid the
parent group facing cer-
tain challenges in recent
times. The comments
from company’s CEO
Arun Bansal come
against the backdrop of
Adani Group facing chal-
lenges in the wake of a
report by US-based short-
seller Hindenburg
Research.

In January, the short-
seller had accused the
conglomerate of using
offshore shell companies
to inflate its listed compa-
nies’ stock prices as well
as of accounting fraud. It
had also flagged concerns

about Adani Group’s Rs
2.3 lakh crore debt in the
report. Adani Group has
denied the allegations.
Adani Airports is a part
of the group’s flagship
Adani Enterprises Ltd.
To a query on whether
there is any rethinking in
terms of pace of expan-
sion or investments for
airports business in the
context of the challenges
faced by the group,
Bansal replied in the neg-
ative.

“No. We have commit-
ted, submitted our plans
to the government.
Whatever plans we have
submitted, we are follow-
ing our investments,” he
said. When asked
whether there is any
slowdown in the pace of
funding for airports busi-
ness, Bansal said, “we are
continuing with the plans

we have submitted to the
government. What we
have submitted to the
government is public doc-
ument”. He was speaking
to reporters on the side-
lines of the CAPA India
aviation summit in the
national capital.

Currently, Adani
Airports is operating
seven airports, including
at Mumbai, and is also
developing the Navi
Mumbai airport in
Maharashtra. About
business plans, Bansal
said it will selectively
look at opportunities
where it makes financial
sense.

“Right now, we are fo-
cusing on India”. He also
said India has the geo-
graphical advantage to
become one of the
world’s biggest aviation
hubs.

Adani Airports following investments
as per plans submitted to govt: CEO



A ctress Rashmika Mandanna has said that she
will not be dancing to the popular number

'Saami Saami' from 'Pushpa: The Rise' anymore.
Rashmika interacted with her fans in a question
and answer session. When a fan told her that he
wants to groove with her to her famous Saami
Saami song, Rashmika said she's danced ‘too
many times' to the song. She wrote back: "I've
done saami saami step tooooo many times.. that
now I feel like I'll have issues with my back when
I get older.. why you do this to me re.. ?? let's do
something else when me meet." She was also
asked if she would be working with Thalapathy
Vijay, to which Rashmika replied that she is man-
ifesting that. One even asked her if she likes
Malayalam cinema, to which Rashmika replied:
"Are you kidding.. loveeeeee Malayalam cine-
ma..Malayalam films are just so pure and peo-
ple are fullllll love." The actress also told a
fan, who enquired about her performing
Lavani at a award event, that she will speak
Marathi "little little". "It was surreal…. Learnt
some new Marathi phrases well.. soon I'll
manage to speak like little little.. ?? hopeful-
ly!," Rashmika said. Rashmika is now looking
forward to the release of 'Pushpa: The rule'
starring Allu Arjun.

ACROSS
1. Play personnel
5. Margin
9. Spaghetti, e.g.
14. Burn reliever
15. Horse’s home
16. Musician ____ John
17. Walked leisurely
19. Begin
20. Venomous viper
21. Small songbird
22. Ships’ rears

23. Wager
24. Protective gear
26. Extra tire
29. Bright thought
30. Right now!
34. Principle
35. Kingdom
37. “____ Lost You”
38. 1930s design style (2 wds.)
40. Hillary Rodham ____
42. False statement
43. “____ disturb” (2 wds.)

45. Firm
46. Besides that
48. Guns an engine
49. Future flowers
50. Window blind
52. Bro’s sib
53. U.S. ____ Service
56. Racetrack fence
58. “Snakes ____ Plane” (2 wds.)
61. Felix’s roommate
62. Plane patron
64. List of candidates
65. Spanish cheers
66. Rock’s ____ Clapton
67. ____ pole
68. Stage drama
69. Lampreys

DOWN
1. Roberto’s house
2. Lamenting cry
3. Chicken noodle, e.g.
4. Knockout count
5. Critic Roger ____
6. Risk
7. Small bomb
8. Stop
9. Basil sauce
10. Modifies
11. Big Dipper component
12. Ripped
13. Industrious insects
18. Chirped
22. Tiny
23. Raised, as animals
25. Responds
26. Not fresh

27. Danger
28. Poker stakes
29. Pressed
31. Name
32. Dodge
33. Cares for
36. Projectile
39. Reef material
41. Nays
44. Comprehensive
47. Real ____
51. Sheik’s wives
52. Coward
53. Mail
54. Norway’s capital
55. Shoo!
57. Between continents
58. Fairy tale monster
59. Astronaut ____ Armstrong
60. Circle parts
62. Soda
63. Born
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I magine being caught
up in uncertain events

where the only way to get
out is to fight for your
freedom!

Experience this
thrilling martial arts
crime drama Never Back
Down: Revolt, starring
Nitu Chandra Srivastava,
hindi television premiere
on &pictures this March
23, at 10 pm. Directed by
Kellie Madison, the film
also features Olivia
Popica, Michael Bisping,
and Brooke Johnston in
lead roles. With powerful
and talented actors, the
film is sure to give you a
spine-chilling experience.

The film revolves
around a sibling duo who
have immigrated from
Chechnya to live in
London. While the broth-
er aims to become an
MMA Champion some-
day, the sister does odd
jobs and takes care of the
house. When she is invit-

ed to Rome to participate
in a by-invitation under-
ground fight, she realizes
things are not as easy as
they sound. As she gets
entrapped into the dirty
world of kidnapping and
sex trafficking, the only
way to step out is to battle
her way to freedom.

The powerhouse of en-
ergy and martial arts spe-
cialist Nitu Chandra
Srivastava who plays the
role of Jaya leaves no
stone unturned with her
immense talent and
power-packed action
stunts.

Talking about the film
Nitu Chandra Srivastava
said," I am a trained
Martial arts star and I
have been waiting to do a
hardcore action film.
Never Back Down: Revolt
came as a huge exciting
project to me, getting cast
in my first Hollywood ac-
tion film is a dream come
true." Apart from being
an actor, Nitu is also a
Blackbelt fourth Dan in
Taekwondo and has rep-
resented India in three
championships. The actor
has done some high-oc-
tane fight sequences in

her Hollywood debut, all
of which have been per-
formed by herself with-
out using any body dou-
ble. Nitu adds, "I have
trained in different forms
of martial arts and so I
was confident about this
role. I was prepared for
the hardcore action se-
quences and chose to do
them myself without
body doubles. I have given
my best to sink into the
skin of the character. The
role was a dream come
true and I have worked
very hard to ace every
minute detail. Now with
its hindi television pre-
miere on &pictures, I am
glad it will reach a wider
audience and people will
enjoy the film.”

Tune in to &pictures
on 23rd March, 10pm,
to witness the elite
world of underground
and experience an edge-
of-seat action perform-
ance!

Hindi TV premiere of ‘Never Back
Down: Revolt’ on &pictures today 

S hemaroo Umang's popu-
lar family drama

"Kyunkii Tum Hi Ho" is set to
introduce a new character,
Kunal Pratap Singh, portrayed
by the talented Karan Khanna.
The show has been capturing
the hearts of the audience,
and Karan's entry is sure to
add a new dimension of
excitement to the already
thrilling storyline.

Karan Khanna, who is
known for his quirky acting
skills and charming persona,
is thrilled to be a part of
"Kyunkii Tum Hi Ho." He says,
"As I step into the shoes of
Kunal Pratap Singh, I am
excited to bring to life a char-
acter that I have always been
eager to portray. Although he
has shades of grey, his inten-
tions are not wrong, and his
heart is pure and soft. He
respects women and seems
like a tough character on the

outside, but he has a hidden
motive as he enters the Pratap
Singh household."

Kunal's arrival is sure to
shake things up in the Pratap
Singh household, and the
audience can expect a lot of
twists and turns in the upcom-
ing episodes. Karan is eager
for the viewers to tune in and
discover what lies beneath the
surface of Kunal. He adds,
"Kavya's life is bound to take a
new turn with my entry. I
aspire to elevate the show to
even greater heights, and I
hope to receive the same love
and support from the audi-
ence that the show has been
receiving."

Keep an eye out for more
updates and make sure you
don't miss a moment of the
drama! Watch Kyunkii Tum
Hi Ho on Shemaroo Umang
every Monday to Saturday at
9 PM.

Karan Khanna joins ‘Kyunkii Tum Hi Ho’

'Bade Achhe Lagte Hain 2'
actress Niti Taylor
talked about her co-actor
Hiten Tejwani and said
that although in the
show he is a father-like
figure onscreen but off-
screen, he is her best
friend.

She said: "Although
Hiten sir is my father fig-
ure on-screen, off-screen
he is my favourite per-
son on set. We enjoy each

other's company a lot,
there's so much to learn
from him and it honestly
helps me a lot when I
perform. Typically, we
have a lot of emotional
scenes where Prachi
(Niti) tries to be a perfect
daughter and never dis-
appoints him, but behind
the cameras, we keep
humming songs and
enjoy dancing to songs
that he plays from his

collection." Niti, who is
known for working in
'Ghulaam', 'Ishqbaaz',
'Laal Ishq' and also for
participating in the
dance reality show
'Jhalak Dikhhla Jaa 10'
and for appearing as a
guest on 'Bigg Boss 16',
called him a great friend
who always gives good
advice when needed and
listens to all her prob-
lems. Niti added: "He lis-
tens to my problems and

gets back to me with
some solid advice. He's
genuinely a great co-star,
and an equally amazing
human being to have as a
friend. Our whole cast
and crew have become a
tight-knit family which
makes work feel like
play."

'Bade Achhe Lagte
Hain 2' airs on Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television.

Rashmika Mandanna
reveals why she won't dance
to ‘Saami Saami’ anymore

K iara Advani is all
set to resume

the shoot for S
Shankar directorial
RC-15 in Hyderabad
for a song shoot
schedule, joining Ram
Charan after the glori-
ous win of Natu Natu
from RRR at the
Oscars. Kiara flew
down to Hyderabad on
Saturday, 18th March,

for the next schedule
of RC-15, directed by S
Shankar. Ram Charan,
on the other hand, is
also returning to the
sets from LA after rep-
resenting India with
the splendid win of
Natu Natu at the
Oscars.

All eyes on the duo,
as they prepare for
their next film togeth-

er which is mounted
on a large scale and
has everyone excited
ever since the
announcement.

Looking forward to
an interesting line up
of films with RC-15
and Satyaprem Ki
Katha, Kiara Advani
has got everyone
glued to her next
moves.

Kiara
joins Ram
Charan to
resume
the shoot
of RC-15

Ajay Devgn: 
In ‘Bholaa’, the only
one crazier than the
villains is the hero

A ctor-filmmaker Ajay Devgn says that in
his upcoming film 'Bholaa' the hero is cra-

zier than the villains. The villains in the film
are a mixed bunch riding and clashing fast and
fearlessly. They also have some talked-about
dress codes. Ajay wanted a deadly bunch and he
went about selecting them systematically. The
biker gangs have stylish hoods, face masks and
helmets. There are others in more desi attire.
The character of 'Bholaa' is not someone who
scares easily because he knows how to play the
game of death. He's ready for any kind of dead-
ly challenge. Speaking of how he got stylist
Radhika Mehra to dress his villains up distinc-
tively and differently, Ajay adds: "I wanted the
menace to travel deep. The objective was to
carefully construct different identities for the
various baddies who show up in Bholaa's path."
"In the world of Bholaa the only one who is cra-
zier than the villains is Bholaa himself..". Of
course, while the villains are all deadly and
create life-threatening obstacles for Bholaa,
Ajay plays a hero who will shake up each one of
the villains beyond imagination.

'Bholaa' will release on March 30.

Niti Taylor: Hiten Tejwani is 
my favourite person off-screen
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New Delhi, Mar 22 (PTI):

Commonwealth Games
champion Nitu Ghanghas
(48kg) and the seasoned
Saweety Boora (81kg) as-
sured India of two medals
at the ongoing Women’s
Boxing World
Championships after
reaching the semifinals
here on Wednesday.

The first Indian to take
the ring, 22-year-old Nitu
notched a second-round
RSC (referee stops contest)
win over Madoka Wada of
Japan in her quarterfinal
bout to assure herself and
India of at least a bronze
medal. Saweety, playing
her first bout of the tour-
nament, lived up to her top
seeding to dispatch 2018
bronze-medal winner
Viktoriya Kebikava of
Belarus 5-0 to confirm her
second world champi-
onship medal. She had
won the silver in 2014.
Sakshi Choudhary (52kg)
and last edition’s bronze

medallist Manisha Moun
(57kg), however, failed to
reach the last-four stage.

While Sakshi lost to Yu
Wu of China 0-5, Manisha
was outplayed by a 1-4
margin by Amina Zidani
of France. Nitu looked a
bit tentative at first but as
the seconds ticked, she
gained confidence to go
ahead and attack. Halfway
through the first round,
Nitu, the 2022 Strandja

Memorial gold medallist,
moved forward and threw
a combination of clean, ac-
curate punches to force
the referee to give Wada
her first standing count.

Another set of combina-
tion punches by Nitu in
the second round com-
pelled the referee to stop
the contest and rule in the
home boxer’s favour. Nitu
has won all her three
bouts in the tournament

so far by RSC verdicts. “I
had to be careful and
couldn’t be aggressive be-
cause she (Wada) was also
a southpaw like me, but
then towards the end (of
the contest) I thought I
could attack,” Nitu said
after the bout. “The advan-
tage of winning all my
three bouts by RSC is that
in the coming bouts, my
opponents will be under
pressure,” she said.

Nitu, Saweety cruise into
semis, assure India of medals

India’s Nitu (blue) lands a punch on Japan’s Madoka Wada during the 45-48kg
category quarterfinals match at the 2023 IBA Women’s Boxing World
Championships, in New Delhi, Wednesday, March 22.

 Women’s Boxing
World C’ships

Basel, Mar 22 (PTI):

All England
Championships semifinal-
ists, Indian women’s dou-
bles pair of Treesa Jolly
and Gayatri Gopichand
made an early exit from
the Swiss Open Super 300
badminton tournament
here as they lost their first-
round match.

The Treesa-Gayatri duo
lost to second-seeded
Indonesian pair of
Apriyani Rahayu and Siti
Fadia Silva 14-21, 14-21 in
41 minutes in the opening

round on Tuesday night.
Treesa and Gayatri had

made a sensational run in
the All England
Championships women’s
doubles last week before
losing in the semifinals.

Meanwhile, Malvika
Bansod qualified for the
main draw of the women’s
singles after beating USA’s
Lauren Lam 21-17, 21-7 in
the qualifying round.

The women’s doubles
pair of Sikki Reddy and
Arathi Sara Sunil also
made it to the main draw
after beating Paula Lynn

Cao Hok and Lauren Lam
21-15, 15-21, 21-18.

The mixed doubles pair
of Rohan Kapoor and
Sikki Reddy notched up a
21-17, 15-21, 21-18 win over
Germany’s Patrick Scheiel
and Franziska Volkmann
to book a berth in main
draw.

However, Meiraba
Luwang Maisnam and
Priyanshu Rajawat could-
n’t qualify for the main
draw. Rohan Kapoor and B
Sumeeth Reddy also lost in
the first round of men’s
doubles qualification.

Bhopal, Mar 22 (PTI):

Sarabjot Singh shot down a
gold in men’s air pistol while
Varun Tomar clinched a bronze
in the same event as India
opened their ISSF Pistol/Rifle
World Cup campaign with two
medals here on Wednesday.
In a double delight for India as
teenage shooter Varun Tomar
also bagged a bronze. The
Indian women air pistol shoot-
ers though couldn’t make it to
the medal bracket, with Manu
Bhaker, Divya Subbaraju and
Rhythm Sangwan failing to
come good on the inaugural
day of competitions here.
Sarabjot, the 2021 junior world
champion in the team and
mixed team categories, defeat-
ed Azerbaijan’s Ruslan Lunev
16-0 in the gold-medal match in
the first final of the World Cup.
The 21-year-old Sarabjot was in
awesome form all through as
he emerged leader at the end
of the qualification round with
585 points. Sarabjot was hitting
the bulls eye every time he took
aim, with his scores of 98, 97,
99, 97, 97, 97 in the six qualifi-
cation series suggesting he

would be hard to beat. China’s
Liu Jinyao was a close second
at 584. Six other shooters —
Jason Solari (Switzerland, 583
points), Vladimir Svechinko
(Uzbekistan, 582), Frederik
Larsen (Denmark, 580), Zhang
Jie (China, 580), Ruslan Lunev
(Azerbaijan, 579) and Varun

Tomar (India, 579) — complet-
ed the list of eight marksmen
who made it to the ranking
round. In the ranking round,
Sarabjot continued to excel,
while 19-year-old Varun also
began superbly after qualifying
eighth and last for the ranking
round.

Sarabjot clinches
men’s air pistol gold

Women shooters falter in ISSF World Cup

New Delhi, Mar 22:

The 2023 ODI World Cup
is likely to start on
October 5 and end on
November 19. BCCI, the
host for the 10-team mar-
quee event, has shortlisted
at least a dozen venues,
with the final scheduled to
be at the world’s largest
cricket stadium in
Ahmedabad.

Ahmedabad aside, the
shortlist comprises
Bengaluru, Chennai,
Delhi, Dharamsala,
Guwahati, Hyderabad,
Kolkata, Lucknow, Indore,
Rajkot and Mumbai. In all
the tournament will com-
prise 48 matches including
three knockouts across the
46-day period.

The title bout aside, the
BCCI has not specified
venues for any games as
yet, or the two or three
cities where teams will
play the warm-ups. The
delay in finalising the ven-
ues is due to the complica-
tions posed by the mon-
soon season receding at
different points in differ-
ent parts of India. Usually
the ICC announces World

Cup schedules at least a
year in advance, but this
time it has also been wait-
ing for the BCCI to get the
necessary clearances from
the Indian government.
This includes two key is-
sues: getting a tax exemp-
tion for the tournament,
and visa clearance for the
Pakistan team, which has
not played in India except
at ICC events since early
2013.

At the ICC’s quarterly
meetings last weekend,
held in Dubai, the BCCI is
learned to have assured
the global body that visas
for the Pakistan contin-
gent will be cleared by the
Indian government.

As for the tax exemption
issue, the BCCI is expected
to update the ICC soon on
the exact position of the
Indian government. The
tax exemption has been
part of the host’s agree-
ment the BCCI signed with
the ICC in 2014, when
three men’s events were
awarded to India: the 2016
T20 World Cup, the 2018
Champions Trophy (later
changed to 2021 T20 World
Cup, which was moved to
the UAE and Oman due to
the pandemic) and the 2023
ODI World Cup. As per the
agreement, the BCCI was
“obligated” to help the ICC
(and all its commercial
partners involved in the

tournament) secure tax
waivers. Last year the ICC
was informed by the
Indian tax authorities that
it would be charged a 20%
tax order (excluding sur-
charges) for its broadcast
revenue from the 2023
World Cup. In a note dis-
tributed to its members -
state associations - the
BCCI pointed out that any
tax “incurred” by ICC
would be “adjusted”
against the Indian board’s
revenues from ICC’s cen-
tral revenue pool. In the
note, the BCCI listed the
ICC’s estimated broadcast-
ing income from the 2023
World Cup at USD 533.29
million. It said the “finan-
cial impact” it would suf-
fer for a 10.92% tax order
on that would be around
UDS 58.23 million (the
BCCI’s note listed the fig-
ure as USD 52.23 million,
which appears to be an
error given the percent-
ages listed). That would
more than double to
roughly USD 116.47 mil-
lion if the tax component
were to be 21.84%, as de-
sired by the Indian tax au-
thorities.

2023 World Cup likely to start
on Oct 5, final in Ahmedabad

A general view of the Narendra Modi Stadium, where
the World Cup final is likely to be held.

Dubai, Mar 22 (PTI):

Pacer Mohammed Siraj
was on Wednesday de-
throned from the top spot
by Australia’s Josh
Hazlewood in the latest
ICC rankings for ODI
bowlers, as the Indian
slipped to third place.

Another Australian
pacer, Mitchell Starc, who
impressed during the first
two ODIs of the three-
match series in India, also
moved up to join Siraj at
joint third. Siraj, who re-
turned with impressive
figures of 3/29 to help
India win the first ODI
against Australia, was ex-
pensive in the second ODI
giving away 37 runs in
three overs and conse-
quently lost his position as
the top-ranked bowler.

The right-arm pacer had
copped the brunt of the at-
tack by Mitchell Marsh
and Travis Head during
the second ODI in
Visakhapatnam. Siraj,
who has had a successful
run across formats in re-
cent past, was crowned as
the world No. 1 bowler in
ODIs in January this year.
Starc claimed three wick-
ets in Mumbai to stage Australia’s fightback

while his 5/53 in the sec-
ond ODI in
Visakhapatnam powered
the visitors to a 10-wicket
win. Hazlewood, who
missed the entire tour of
India consisting four Tests
and three ODIs, became
world No. 1 bowler in ODIs
for the first time ever.

“Hazlewood, whose ca-
reer-best second position
was attained for the first
time in June 2017 and
which he had kept since
August 2022, is No. 1 in
ODIs for the first time,”
the ICC said.

Mohammad Shami, who
produced a match-win-
ning spell in Mumbai, also
moved five spots up to
reach to 28th in the list.

KL Rahul’s unbeaten 75,
which helped India recov-
er from a poor start and
win the first ODI by five
wickets, helped him move
up three places to get to
the 39th spot.

In the ODI ranking
among batters, India’s
Shubman Gill — who
made marginal progress’
— and Virat Kohli re-
mained fifth and seventh
respectively, while captain
Rohit Sharma moved up
one place to ninth.

Mohammed Siraj slips from top spot to
third in ICC rankings for bowlers in ODIs

Treesa and Gayatri exit from Swiss
Open women’s doubles in first round

New IPL Rule:
Captains allowed
to name playing 

XI after toss

New Delhi, Mar 22 (PTI):
The captains of IPL
teams can name their
playing eleven after the
toss instead of handing
over team sheets before
the spin of coin, stated
the new playing condi-
tions issued by the
BCCI. According to play-
ing conditions clause
1.2.1: “Each captain
shall nominate 11 play-
ers plus a maximum of 5
substitute fielders in
writing to the IPL Match
Referee after the toss.”

“Other than set out in
Clause 1.2.9 no player
(member of the playing
eleven) may be changed
after the nomination
and prior to the start of
play without the consent
of the opposing cap-
tain.”

This effectively means
that after the toss, if a
skipper feels that he
needs to change his
eleven as per demands of
the situation, he is free
to do that till the match
starts.

Dallas (US), Mar 22 (PTI):
Former New Zealand cap-
tain Stephen Fleming will
be the coach of Dallas-
based Major League
Cricket (MLC) club Texas
Super Kings (TSK), which
announced its partnership
with IPL side Chennai
Super Kings (CSK). Four-
time IPL champions, CSK
had recently said that they
would make a “major an-
nouncement” with regard
to their association with
the new T20 tournament
in the US. TSK said in a
statement that CSK will
bring “operational expert-
ise” and help “Texas com-
pete on the field”. “The
(Texas Super kings) team
will be led by coach
Stephen Fleming. Fleming
is a former captain of the
New Zealand national
cricket team and head
coach of Indian Premier
League team Chennai
Super Kings. He played in
the first-ever Twenty20 in-
ternational to be staged as

captain of the New
Zealand team in 2005,”
said a TSK statement.
Fleming is a long-serving
CSK head coach and has
guided the Chennai fran-
chise to four IPL titles.

CSK join Delhi Capitals
and Mumbai Indians as
the third IPL side to get as-
sociated with the six-team
MLC, scheduled to begin
on July 13.The six MLC
teams are San Francisco
Unicorns, Lost Angeles,
MI New York, Seattle
Orcas, Texas Super Kings
and Washington DC. Delhi
Capitals, co-owned by
GMR Group, are partner-
ing with Seattle Orcas to
“help build and operate a
world-class cricket team”,
while Mumbai Indians
have joined the US cricket
revolution by acquiring
the New York franchise.

Fleming to be Texas
Super Kings coach
 In Major League

Cricket in US 
as CSK announces
partnership
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Governor  Bais presents Tata Mumbai
Marathon Philanthropy Awards

Mumbai, Mar 22: 

Non Governmental or-
ganisations and individu-
als who raised maximum
funds for various social
causes through the plat-
form of the Tata Mumbai
Marathon 2023 were felici-
tated at the hands of

Maharashtra Governor
Ramesh Bais at the 'TMM
Philanthropy Awards
Nite' in Mumbai on Tue
(21 Mar). Speaker of
Maharashtra Legislative
Assembly Rahul
Narwekar, Minister of
School Education Deepak
Kesarkar, MLA Ashish

Shelar, spouse of Dy CM -
Smt Amruta Fadnavis,
Brand Custodian of Tata
Sons Harish Bhatt and
MD of Procam
International Anil Singh
and Jt MD Vivek Singh
were present. The
Governor felicitated the
top 3 fundraising organi-
sations, namely Shrimad
Rajchandra Love and
Care, United Way
Mumbai and Central
Chinmay Mission Trust.
He also felicitated Change
Legends, individuals who
raised in excess of Rs One
Crore. Shyam Jasani,
Manisha Khemlani,
Sadashiv Rao and Navya
and Gagan Banga were
among those felicitated.

Prez Murmu opens Rashtrapati
Nilayam in Secunderabad to the public

New Delhi/Hyderabad, Mar 22 (PTI): 

President Droupadi
Murmu on Wednesday
opened Rashtrapati
Nilayam, one of the three
presidential retreats, in
Secunderabad to the pub-
lic, an official statement
said. This is the first time
that the heritage building
is being opened to the gen-
eral public. Earlier, people
could visit only the gardens
around it once a year for a
limited time period, the
statement issued by the
Rashtrapati Bhavan said.

"During the tour of the
Nilayam, one can see the
building from inside, in-
cluding the Presidential
wing, and dining area; and

can enjoy traditional
cheriyal paintings of
Telangana strolling
through the underground
tunnel connecting the
Nilayam kitchen to the din-
ing hall," it said. Visitors
can learn about the history
of the Rashtrapati Bhavan

and Rashtrapati Nilayam,
know about the
Constitution and get a
glimpse of the role and re-
sponsibilities of the
President of India in the
'Knowledge Gallery' which
was earlier used as stables,
it said. In the Knowledge

Gallery's courtyard, visi-
tors can take selfies with
the buggy and the
President's limousine.
Visitors can also explore
the Jai Hind Ramp and
Flag Post point as well as
the Nature Trail on the
premises of Rashtrapati
Nilayam, the statement
added.

Various sections of the
garden of the Nilayam
such as Rock Garden,
Herbal Garden, and
Butterfly and Nakshatra
Gardens will remain open
to the public, it said,
adding that one can ob-
tain information about
fruits, trees and flowers
by scanning the QR codes
placed there.

New Delhi, Mar 22 (PTI): 

As many as 11.49
crore households
now have tap water
connections and over
1.53 lakh villages

have potable water supply
as the government doubles
down on its efforts to make
drinking water available
to all, according to latest
official data.

The data as of March 21
showed massive jumps in
piped water supply to
schools, anganwadi cen-
tres and aspirational dis-
tricts after the govern-
ment allocated Rs 70,000
crore for the purpose in

the current financial year
ending March 31, (2022-23).
This was 12 times more
than the Rs 5,500 crore al-
lotted in 2018-19. The sta-
tistics came on a day that
is marked as World Water
Day with the UN World
Water Development
Report 2023 saying 26 per
cent of the world's popula-
tion do not have access to
safe drinking water and 46
per cent lack access to
basic sanitation.

The government is im-
plementing various
schemes including Jal
Jeevan Mission, Atal
Bhujal Yojana, Pradhan
Mantri Krishi Sinchayee

Yojana, Namami Gange
and National Aquifer
Mapping and Managing
programme for water con-
servation and for raising
the level of ground water.

Under Jal Jeevan
Mission that targets to
make provision of potable
tap water supply to every
rural household at the
service level of 55 litre per
capita per day by 2024, over
11.49 crore households
have been provided tap
water connections and
over 1.53 villages have be-
come Har Ghar Jal as of
March 21, according to the
data. Piped water supply to
anganwadi centres has in-

creased 37 times to 9.34
lakh in less than three
years. Similarly, piped
water supply to schools
has jumped 18 times to 9.02
lakh, and six times to aspi-
rational districts.

Atal Bhujal Yojana,
with an outlay of Rs 6,000
crore, is being implement-
ed in 8,220 water-stressed
gram panchayats in 80
districts of seven states of
Haryana, Gujarat,
Karnataka, Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Rajasthan and Uttar
Pradesh for a period of 5
years for sustainable
groundwater manage-
ment.
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Phone: (0771) 4257700 Fax : (0771) 4257703 , Postal Regn. No. C.G./RYPD.N./62/2019-21, Regd. No. 26172/74/RNI

Devotees offer prayers at Alopi Devi temple on the first day of ‘Chaitra Navratri’
festival, in Prayagraj, Wednesday.

CHAITRA NAVRATRI CELEBRATION 11.5 cr households now
have tap water connections

‘ISRO discussing 
mission to moon with

Japanese agency’
Ahmedabad, Mar
22 (PTI): Indian
Space Research
O r g a n i s a t i o n
chairman S
Somanath on
Wednesday said
ISRO has success-
fully done signifi-
cant collaborations on its space mis-
sions and is also discussing a possi-
ble mission to the moon with Japan
Aerospace Exploration Agency.
Somanath also said there is a good
opportunity to launch a mission to
explore planet Venus by 2028. He
was delivering the inaugural talk on
"Indian Capabilities for Space and
Planetary Exploration" at the 4th
Indian Planetary Science Conference
organised at Physical Research
Laboratory (PRL) here. The ISRO
chief said it was important to have a
connection between scientific insti-
tutions across the world and ISRO in
building complex missions. He cited
the example of the TRISHNA mis-
sion, designed to observe the earth's
surface in the thermal infrared do-
main, which has been developed by
ISRO and its French counterpart
CNES. "We are also discussing a pos-
sible mission to the moon with JASA
(Japan Aerospace Exploration
Agency) where the land rover will be
built by them and they will launch it
using a Japanese rocket," said
Somanath, who is also Secretary of
the Department of Space.

1.5 lakh villages potable water supply
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President Droupadi Murmu attends the opening of Rashtrapati Nilayam
for visitors through video conferencing, in New Delhi, Wednesday.
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