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Oath
AAggaarrttaallaa:: Altogether 44
newly elected MLAs of
Tripura assembly took oath
on Thursday. They were
sworn in as Protem
Speaker Binoy Bhusan Das
at a ceremony on the
assembly premises. Thirty
MLAs of BJP including
Chief Minister Manik Saha,
its ally IPFT's lone member
Sukla Charan Noatia, and
11 lawmakers of CPI(M)
including its state secre-
tary Jitendra Chaudhury
took oath as MLAs.

Collision
AAkkoollaa:: Three persons
including a couple were
killed in a collision
between two motorcycles
in Maharashtra's Akola
district on Thursday after-
noon, police said. The
incident took place near
Wai village on Akot-
Anjangaon road around 1
pm, said inspector Nitin
Deshmukh of Akot rural
police station.

BRIEF

India-based American dancer
Lauren Gottlieb, who performed
on the song 'Naatu Naatu' at the
95th Academy Awards ceremony. 

New Delhi, Mar 16 (PTI): 

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Thursday al-
leged the whole "tamasha"
around his remarks in the
UK has been created by the
government to divert at-
tention from the Adani
issue and asserted it is a
"test of Indian democracy"
as to whether he would be
allowed to respond to the
allegations by the BJP in
Parliament.

Addressing a press con-
ference at the AICC head-
quarters here, Gandhi said
the question before the

country is that whether
after four BJP leaders have
made allegations about a
member of Parliament,
that person would be given
the same space as them or
he be "going to be told to
shut up". In an apparent
reference to the controver-
sy over his remarks in the
UK, Gandhi said this
whole thing is about dis-
traction, and claimed that
the government and
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi are "scared" over the
Adani issue and that is
why they have "prepared
this whole tamasha".

Gandhi on Thursday ar-
rived in Parliament House
after his return from
abroad and met Speaker
Om Birla urging him to
allow him to speak in Lok
Sabha. "I went to
Parliament this morning
with the idea of putting
(forward) what I have said
or what I feel on the floor
of the House. Four minis-
ters have raised allega-
tions against me in
Parliament House, it is my
right to be allowed to
speak on the floor of the
House," the former
Congress chief said.

Itanagar, Mar 16 (PTI): 

Two pilots on board a
Cheetah helicopter of the
Army were killed when it
crashed near Mandala in
West Kameng district of
Arunachal Pradesh on
Thursday morning, a de-
fence spokesperson said.

The deceased officers
have been identified as Lt
Colonel VVB Reddy and
his co-pilot Major Jayanth
A, he said.

Defence spokesperson
Lt Colonel Mahendra
Rawat said in Guwahati
that the helicopter was on
an operational sortie from
Missamari in Assam's
Sonitpur district to
Tawang in Arunachal
Pradesh. The flight en-

countered "inconducive
weather" and was return-
ing to Missamari when it
crashed, he said. "The heli-
copter lost contact with
Air Traffic Control (ATC)

around 9.15 am. Five
search parties of the
Indian Army, SSB and
ITBP were immediately
launched. The wreckage of
the aircraft was found
near Banglajaap east vil-
lage of Mandala," Rawat
said.

"A Court of Inquiry is
ordered to ascertain the
cause of the accident," he
added.

Rohit Rajbir Singh, the
superintendent of police,
Special Investigation Cell
(SIC), said villagers had
found the crashed chopper
ablaze in Dirang, and in-
formed district officials.

"Villagers from
Bangjalep at Dirang locat-
ed the chopper around
12.30 pm," Singh said.

New Delhi, Mar 16 (PTI): 

Delhi's jailed former
deputy chief minister
Manish Sisodia has been
booked by the CBI in a
new case related to alleged
misuse of official position
and financial impropriety
in the government's
Feedback Unit (FBU)
which was also used for
"political snooping", offi-
cials said Thursday.

Already arrested by the
CBI in the excise policy
case and at present in the
custody of the
Enforcement Directorate,
the woes of 51-year-old
Sisodia aggravated after
the agency registered a
fresh case against him and

five others on Tuesday for
alleged criminal conspira-
cy, criminal breach of
trust, forgery and under
provisions of the
Prevention of Corruption
Act, they said.

The agency booked
Sisodia, a 1992-batch IRS

officer Sukesh Kumar
Jain who was then secre-
tary of vigilance, retired
CISF DIG Rakesh Kumar
Sinha who was working as
special advisor to Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal
and joint director in the
Feedback Unit, they said.

Besides, former joint
deputy director of
Intelligence Bureau
Pradeep Kumar Punj, who
was working as deputy di-
rector of the Feedback
Unit, retired assistant
commandant of CISF
Satish Khetrapal who was
working as feedback offi-
cer, and Gopal Mohan, ad-
visor, anti-corruption, to
Kejriwal were also booked
in the case, officials said.

Sukma, Mar 16: 

A woman Naxalite car-
rying a reward of Rs 5
lakh on her head surren-
dered before security
forces in Sukma district
on Thursday, police said.

The Naxalite, Santo
alias Rame, was im-
pressed by the state gov-
ernment's rehabilitation
policy for surrendered
Maoists and district po-
lice's 'Puna Narkom'
('new dawn' in the Gondi
language) campaign and
hence decided to quit the
armed movement, Sukma
Superintendent of Police
Sunil Sharma said.

Under the 'Puna
Narkom' campaign, secu-
rity forces try to wean

Naxalites away from the
path of violence and
bring them into the na-
tional mainstream.

Rame, who carried a re-
ward of Rs 5 lakh on her
head, was a commander
of the Aamdai Local
Guerrilla Squad (LGS)
and also a member in the
Aamdai Area Committee
under the East Bastar di-
vision of Maoists, he
said.

She joined the Maoist
movement in 2003 and
was involved in several
Naxalite-related inci-
dents in Narayanpur and
Kondagaon districts of
the state, Sharma said.

She will be rehabilitat-
ed as per the state govern-
ment's policy, he said.

New Delhi, Mar 16:

With Covid cases rising, par-
ticularly in six states, the
Centre has written to them
saying they should focus on
controlling the sudden
increase in the viral infection.
The Union Health Secretary on
Wednesday wrote to
Maharashtra, Gujarat,
Telangana, Tamil Nadu, Kerala,
and Karnataka asking them to
stress on testing, treating,
tracking, and vaccination.
"There are few states which
are reporting higher number
of cases indicating possible
localised spread of infection
and there is a need to follow a
risk assessment-based

approach to prevent & contain
the infection, without losing
the gains made so far in the
fight against the pandemic,"
the letter said.
More than 700 Covid cases
were recorded in a day after a
gap of over four months, tak-
ing the active caseload to
4,623, according to Union
Health Ministry data updated
on Thursday morning.
The country had recorded 734
cases on November 12 last
year. "It is essential that the
state must maintain a strict
watch and take pre-emptive
action if required in any areas
of concern to control emerg-
ing spread of infection," the
letter said.

TEST OF DEMOCRACY

‘Will I be allowed to reply’

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
speaks during a press confer-
ence at AICC headquarters in
New Delhi, Thursday.

Two pilots killed in Army chopper crash

Wreckage of the Cheetah 
helicopter that crashed near

Mandala in West Kameng 
district of Arunachal Pradesh

on Thursday.

RISE IN COVID CASES

Centre writes to 6 states
to contain infection

Woman Naxalite carrying 
Rs 5 lakh reward surrenders 

FEEDBACK UNIT CASE

CBI slaps fresh case on Sisodia



Ministry of Statistics organises quiz competition at Govt VYT College 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 16: National
Statistical Office (Field
Operations Division),
Ministry of Statistics and
Program Implementation,
Government of India,
Raipur in collaboration
with Government VYT
Autonomous PG College,
Durg organised quiz pro-
gramme for college stu-
dents on March 15, 2023 for
spreading awareness
about statistics. The quiz
competition was organ-
ised at Dr Sarvapalli
Radhakrishnaan Hall of
Durg College. The chief
guest of the programme
was Principal-in-charge of
the college Anupama

Asthaana while Roshan
Lal Sahu, Deputy Director
General, National
Statistical Office (Field
Operations Division),
Ministry of Statistics and
Program Implementation
Government of India,
Raipur presided over.

The programme was in-
augurated by the tradi-
tional lamp lighting cere-
mony by the guests. On
this occasion, Head of the
Department of
Economics, Prof AK
Khan, In-charge,
Placement Cell of College
Dr Suchitra Sharma and
Dr Alka Mishra were also
present. George Minz,
Assistant Director,
National Statistical Office
(Field Operations
Division), Raipur wel-
comed the guests. He in-
formed the students about
the career prospects avail-
able in the field of statis-
tics and said that there are

various career opportuni-
ties available in the field of
statistics. Keeping the pos-
sibilities in mind students
should prepare for compet-
itive exams.

Addressing the pro-
gramme, Prof AK Khan,
Department of Economics
said that students should
be aware about statistics
and they should know the
utility of the subject they
read and how it connects

the people. He said now-a-
days data is very impor-
tant and is used in every
field of life. Roshan Lal
Sahu, Deputy Director
General of National
Statistical Office (Field
Operations Division),
Raipur while presiding
over the programme said
that for determining the
country's GDP, data is col-
lected through various
surveys on agriculture, in-

dustry and service sectors.
Also, to know the cur-

rent status of labour and
employment, quarterly
data is collected through
periodic labour force sur-
vey, in which data is cur-
rently being collected on
important topics like
labour force participation,
working population and
unemployment rate. On
the basis of the data ob-
tained through this survey,

efforts are made by the
Central Government to im-
prove these areas, Urban
Frame Survey is also being
conducted. He also advised
the students to find the ca-
reer prospects in the field
of statistics.

The chief guest
Anupama Asthaana,
Principal-in-charge of the
college in her address ap-
preciated NSO (FOD),
Regional Office, Raipur for

conducting such a useful
and beneficial programme
for the students of this col-
lege and said that with this
programme students will
be definitely benefitted
and will be aware about
the statistics. She advised
the students to take maxi-
mum advantage of the
knowledge of the experi-
enced officers of the
National Statistical Office
and get information relat-
ed to the possibilities of
employment for them-
selves.

It is worth mentioning
that the National
Statistical Office (Field
Operations Division),
Ministry of Statistics and
Program Implementation,
Government of India, or-
ganised the program for
college students with the
aim of increasing aware-
ness related to statistics
among the students and
underlining the impor-

tance of statistics in policy
making and planning. A
quiz competition was or-
ganized for Students of
Government VYT
Autonomous P G College,
Durg in which students
participated. Those who
answered correctly were
awarded with prizes and
certificates.

Dr Jagjeet Kaur Salooja,
Dr Alka Mishra and A
Malik, SRO In-charge,
NSO(FOD), Durg also ex-
pressed their views. RK
Srivastava, Senior
Statistical Officer-in-
Charge, National
Statistical Office (Field
Operations Division),
Raipur conducted the quiz
competition. PL Sonwani,
SSO In-charge, along with
Senior Statistical Officers,
CPS Markam, Sujeet
Behera, Vijay Kumar
Rakhonde and other offi-
cers and employees of the
office were also present.

St Thomas College organises career counseling programme
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 16: St
Thomas College in MoU
collaboration with
Government Kamla Devi
Rathi Mahila PG College
Rajnandgaon and Holy
Cross Women's College
Ambikapur organised a
programme on

career counseling. The
resource person of the
event was Sunil Kumar
Suman. The programme

was organised for the
PG students of the de-
partment of all the three
colleges.

Career counseling is
the need of the hour as
students are always in

need of guidance. The
student

must know all the op-
tions available and how
to move forward in their
career using the avail-
able

resources.
The resource person of

the event spoke about
awareness of digital liter-
acy and career literacy.
He

further explained that
in order to achieve career
goals one must know his
or her strengths and

weaknesses. The
speaker stressed that one
has to know oneself and
then set goals. The vari-
ous

methods to explore ca-
reer was also discussed.
The students learned
about the various

strengths and weakness-
es. They also learned
about the national level
portal for skill develop-

ment and job seeking.
Fr Dr Joshi Varghese

addressed the gathering
and motivated the de-
partments organizing
such events for the stu-
dents. Principal Dr MG
Roymon, St Thomas
College appreciated the
program. Principal Dr
Sister Shanta Joseph,
Holy Cross Women's
College Ambikapur sent
her best wishes to all the
students learning from
this program. Principal
Dr Alok Mishra,
Government Kamla Devi
Rathi Mahila PG College,
Rajnandgaon expressed
his desire to conduct
more such programmes

for the students in future.
Dr Debjani Mukherjee,

Head PG Department of
Psychology, St Thomas
College, spoke about
Career Counseling as a
service that helps people
begin, change, or ad-
vance their careers.

Dr Basant Sonber,
Head PG Department of
Psychology Government
KDR Mahila College ad-
dressed

the gathering referring
that finding a fulfilling
career is considered to be
important to mental well-
being. When choosing
the most fitting career or
finding a new job the
services of a career coun-

selor may be helpful. Dr
Mamta Awasthi, Holy
Cross Women's College
Ambikapur spoke

about the programme
that career counseling
helps people assess their
skills, needs, and desires
in

order to find a career
that works for them. This
type of counseling is con-
sidered to be an impor-
tant step to take before
deciding on a permanent
career. Dr Ankita
Deshmukh and Tanmaya
Pattnaik helped in the
smooth functioning of
the program. Dr Sumita
Singh proposed vote of
thanks.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 16:
Employees belonging to
Utilities zone of Bhilai
Steel Plant were awarded
with the 'Pali Shiromani'
and 'Karm Shiromani
Puraskar' on March 14 for
their exemplary work per-
formance under the
'Shiromani Puraskar
Yojana' of Bhilai Steel
Plant.

Pali Shiromani Award
was given to Shriprakash
Nigam, Senior Manager
(ACWE). Karm Shiromani
Award winners included
Kashi Ram Thakur, Chief
MOCT, PLEM, Mahar
Singh Thakur, Chargeman
cum Senior Technician,
WMD, Rama Shankar,
Master Technician, OP-II

and Rajesh Kumar Lucas,
Chief Master Operator
cum Technician CAS N
CWP were felicitated for
their exemplary work.

The function was
presided over by AK Joshi,
CGM (Utilities). In this

function different depart-
ment head SK Chattri, GM
(ACWE), Utpat Dutta, GM
(WMD), Chinmoy Khan,
GM (CAS N CWP) M
Venkatesh Babu, GM
(PLEM) and Mohammad
Nadeem Khan, GM (OP-II),

presented the award win-
ners with a certificate of
merit, memento and ap-
preciation letter for the
spouse of the employee.
The programme was con-
ducted by Personnel Office
of P&E Zone.

Swachhata drive begins in Rajhara Mines
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 16: A
Cleanliness awareness
campaign was launched by
Personnel Department,
Rajhara, on March 16, 2023.
The campaign has been
started to give a concrete
shape to the objective of
"Swachh Bharat Mission".

At the beginning of the
cleanliness awareness
campaign, Cleanliness
Oath was administered by
Vikash Chandra, DGM
(Personnel-IOC) in the
presence of RK Gaharwar,
CGM (Mines). The outline
of the programme was
communicated by Dr JS
Baghel.

The cleanliness cam-
paign started from one end
of the building and ended
at the other end in the
premises of Rajhara
Administrative Building.

RK Gaharwar, CGM
(Mines) said that this cam-
paign should be observed
continuously. Such cam-
paigns leave a deep impact
on the mindset of people
towards cleanliness as the
mind and body remain
healthy with a clean work-
place. RC Behera, GM (I/c),

Vipin Kumar, GM, VK
Srivastava, GM(TSD), S
Raza, DGM (Geo)
Satyendra Kumar, DGM
(Safety & Training),
Chandrabhushan DGM SS
Raghuvanshi, Nitesh
Kshatri, Naresh Sahu
Senior Managers, Dr JS
Baghel from Personnel

Department, Joth Kumar,
Personnel Officer and
Sandhya Rani Verma, RK
Thakur, ALWO, Harakh
Ram, Anil Ghosh, Virso
Dugga contributed in mak-
ing the campaign success-
ful. All participants con-
tributed generously in the
cleanliness drive.

Rs 5.26 lakh cash 
recovered from office;

Patwari suspended

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 16: On the in-
structions of Collector
Pushpendra Kumar
Meena, SDM Laxman
Tiwari conducted a sur-
prise inspection of the

Patwari Office (Halka No
45) in Kohka, Bhilai.

During the inspection,
Rs 5.26 lakh cash was re-
covered in the Patwari's of-
fice. When asked about the
cash, the Patwari was able
to clarify the source of this

money.
After preliminary inves-

tigation, SDM Durg took
immediate action and di-
rected the concerned offi-
cials to issue suspension
order to Patwari
Shatruhan Mishra.

Rs 600 crore of illegal online cricket
betting seized from shell companies 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 16: On
Thursday, SP Dr Abhishek
Pallava chaired a crime re-
view meeting of all the
gazetted officers, police sta-
tion / chowki in-charges of
Durg District. SP reviewed
the progress of pending
cases / death cases / sum-
mons warrant / compensa-
tion cases and complaints.
He discussed all the unre-
solved and pending cases
with all the supervising of-
ficers and police station
and chowki in-charges. He
gave significant instruc-
tions for quick redressal
and reducing pendency.

Durg Police has seized
an amount of Rs 600 crores
mainly from 12 shell com-
panies of online cricket
betting "Mahadev Book"
App. SP instructed for the
early arrest of the direc-
tors of these companies
after lodging 12 new FIRs
under Chit Fund Act. He
further instructed to in-

stall more and more CCTV
cameras in the district for
detection of crime and
criminals. Police will take
help from administration,
BSP, PHQ for installing
CCTV cameras in the main
traffic junctions.

Initiative was taken to
install cameras under
'Intelligent Traffic
Management System'. In
all the police stations
where CCTV cameras are
not installed, instructions
were given by the
Superintendent of Police,
Durg, to install them im-
mediately and if they are

out of order, to get them re-
paired. He asked to consti-
tute a separate team to
keep an eye on social
media. The team would
identify the people flaunt-
ing illegal weapons on so-
cial media posts and regis-
ter cases against them
under the Arms Act to pre-
vent criminal incidents.

The Superintendent of
Police said that there
should be no negligence to-
wards the instructions is-
sued by the police head-
quarters in crimes related
to women. He asked to
trace the missing minor

and take legal action on the
basis of the evidence. He
asked to check the POI of
Dial 112 and reduce the re-
sponse time.

All the gazetted officers
were directed to form po-
lice teams and send them
to other states as per re-
quirement after reviewing
the complaints related to
Chit Fund Company and IT
Act cases along with pend-
ing serious cases related to
crimes against women and
children.

A d d i t i o n a l
Superintendent of Police
(City) Sanjay Dhruv,

Additional Superintendent
of Police (Rural) Anant
Kumar, City
Superintendent of Police
(Durg) Vaibhav Banker,
City Superintendent of
Police (Bhilai Nagar)
Nikhil Rakhecha, Deputy
Superintendent of Police
(Crime) Prabhat Kumar
Jha, City Superintendent
of Police (Chhawani)
Ashish Banchore, Deputy
Superintendent of Police
(Headquarters) Mani
Shankar Chandra, Sub-
Divisional Officer of Police
(Patan) Devansh Singh
Rathore, Sub-Divisional
Officer of Police
(Dhamdha) Sanjay
Pundhir, Deputy
Superintendent of Police
(IUCAW) Shilpa Sahu,
Deputy Superintendent of
Police (Traffic) Satish
Thakur, Deputy
Superintendent of Police
(AJK) Vinod Minj along
with all the police station
in-charges and chowki in-
charges were present.
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Students deliberated
on career prospects
available in the field
of statistics 

Durg Police to take action against directors of 12 shell companies 

BSP employees feted with Pali
Shiromani & Karm Shiromani Award

In association with MoU partner Govt KDR Mahila College & Holy Cross Womens College Ambikapur

Free Eye Camp at OA
Building on Mar 19

BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaarr  1166:: MGM Eye Institute,
Raipur, the renowned eye hospital
of the Chhattisgarh state, in co-
operation with Officers'
Association (OA) Bhilai Steel
Plant, is organizing a free Eye
Check-up camp at Pragati Bhavan
(OA Building), Civic Centre on
March 19, 2023, Sunday. The
camp will start at 10:00 hrs and
close at 16:00 hrs. In addition to
eye check-up by computerised
machine for glasses number and
Cataract Screening & advise, the
highlight of this free eye camp
will be Screening & Diagnosis for
Glaucoma, the silent eye disease
which causes blindness.
Moreover, Retina examination of
those patients, who have BP
sugar will be done in the camp.
Those desirous of availing the
benefit of the eye examination fa-
cility of the well-known MGM Eye
Institute,
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Autorickshaws are being driver overloaded in capital city and no action is being taken
by the traffic police.
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Raipur, Mar 16:

The Principal opposition
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) on Thursday staged
walkout from the proceed-
ings of Chhattisgarh
Legislative Assembly on
the unemployment regis-
tration data with the state
government.

Raising the issue during
Question Hour, the BJP
Legislator Ajay
Chandrakar sought the
number of people regis-
tered at the District

Employment Registration
Offices across Chhattisgarh
and also sought the details
about the Unemployment
status. In his reply, the
Minister for Higher
Education and Employment
Umesh Patel informed that
nearly 18 lakh people are
registered at the
Employment Registration
Offices and added that the

exact number of unemploy-
ment people cannot be told
as the survey are conducted
only for selective samples.

However, the Opposition
BJP members gheraoed the
Treasury bench which re-
sulted in ruckus. To regis-
ter protest against the al-

leged insufficient reply
from the Treasury bench,
the BJP members regis-
tered walkout from the pro-
ceedings. BJP members
were also registering
protest over the claims
made by the state govern-
ment on the CMIE data.

BJP stages walkout over
Employment status data
MLAs allege 
hasty decision 
to introduce
Unemployment
Allowances to youth

RRaaiippuurr:: Chhattisgarh Legislative Assembly Speaker Dr
Charandas Mahant on Thursday directed the Minister for
Higher Education and Employment Planning Umesh Patel to
make the District Employment Offices well-equipped as the
state government has taken decision to provide Unemployment
Allowances to the Youth. Dr Mahant made the above statement
during the Question Hour session in Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly as the opposition BJP leaders questioned the status.
Speaker further asked to inform the Assembly about the crite-
ria fixed by the state government to provide Unemployment
Allowances from next financial year.

Speaker Mahant for well-equipped
Employment Registration Offices

Raipur, Mar 16: 
A meeting under the chair-
manship of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel will be held
on Friday in his Vidhan Sabha
office and in this the employ-
ees are keeping their fingers
crossed over the likely deci-
sion on regularization of adhoc
or contractual employees and
demand of hike in DA and HRA
by Chhattisgarh Officers-
Employees' Federation and
who are on strike at present.
There are about 1 lakh tempo-
rary employees either  work-
ing on contractual or adhoc
mode in the state and they are
keeping a ray of hope alive
about their regularization to
be made in this budget ses-
sion. As to on which issue the
cabinet will hold discussions,
but the state's misappropria-
tion bill is expected  to get
cabinet's approval. At present
the department-wise discus-
sions are in process in the
Vidhan Sabha.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Mar 16:
Congress workers from
Raipur South Legislative
Assembly segment under
the leadership of PCC
General Secretary
Kanhaiya Agrawal on
Thursday took out
"Haath Se Haath Jodo"
yatra to create aware-
ness among people to-
wards the welfare
schemes of Congress
government.

Congress workers also
highlight the alleged
faulty economic policies

of Centre which they
said has resulted in infla-
tion and unemployment.

Providing the above in-
formation in a statement
issued here, the
Congress Youth
Congress Vice President
from the constituency
Md Siddaq said that they
had taken the campaign
to inform people with the
opinion of Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi.

Kanhaiya Agrawal,
Jagesh Rajput, Javed,
Sagar and others were
present during the cam-
paign.

Raipur, Mar 16: 

The Opposition
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) on Thursday hit out
at the Congress government
in the Chhattisgarh
Assembly over "barbaric"
police action against its
leaders and workers during
a protest on "poor" imple-
mentation of the Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana
(PMAY) in the state.

Police fired tear gas
shells, used water cannons

and resorted to lathicharge
as several BJP workers and
others tried to lay siege to
the Assembly building in
Raipur during an agitation
over implementation of the
Centre-sponsored housing
scheme on Wednesday.

Raising the issue in Zero
Hour, BJP members
claimed the police used tear
gas shells to target r party
workers and even women
protestors were treated with
barbarity. They demanded a
discussion on the issue by

giving an adjournment mo-
tion notice. Leader of
Opposition Narayan
Chandel of the BJP alleged
the Bhupesh Baghel govern-
ment adopted an "oppres-
sive" policy to deal with the
stir which is inappropriate
in a democracy.

However, the demand for
a discussion on the issue of
police action led to an up-
roar in the House as MLAs
of the ruling Congress vo-
ciferously countered the
Opposition charges.

BJP accuses police of ‘barbaric’
action during its protest

Congmen take out awareness rally

Raipur, Mar 16:

BJP on Wednesday
staged Vidhan Sabha
gheraoe over 'Mor-Aawas-
Mor Adhikar' in capital
city and in which hun-
dreds of BJP party work-
ers and leaders took part.
In this many a protestors
broke down the barri-
cades conducted to con-
trol the protestors and
tried to reach upto
Vidhan Sabha. Here mas-
sive police force was de-
ployed and they tried to
stop them, but this result-
ed in minor scuffle with
the protestors and during
which many a BJP work-

ers entered into physical
fight with the police and
in which many got in-
jured.

Few of the protestors
were found carrying lath-
is as well and of which
the police has shared
their photos and videos
as well. At one place
where the police has filed
FIR against the protes-

tors creating unrest dur-
ing the protest and in this
two different FIRs have
been filed. This includes
filing of FIR under sec-
tion 147, 186, 353, 332 of
IPC. So far no arrest in
this regard  has been
made till date.

Asst. Engineer filed
first FIR:

It was an Assistant

Engineer who filed the
first FIR. In this VS
gherao, the PWD has cre-
ated barricades using
woods, sticks, bamboos
and tin-sheds to stop the
protestors from entering
VS area and this was
done at Pirda Chowk,
Over-bridge and Zero-
point of VS.

There were about 40-50
BJP workers who even
after explanation by the
Judicial Magistrate did
not listen and getting
united they broke down
the barricades of woods,
bamboos and sticks and
tin-sheds and caused
damage to government's
property. The policemen
have watched the entire
incident and taken Video
and photos as proof.

Many policemen injured in BJP’s VS gherao
No arrest made 
so far in this case

Raipur, Mar 16: 

Regularization of unau-
thorisedly constructed parts
on houses and plots in the
district is now being carried
out at a fast pace with sim-
plification of rules on the in-
structions of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel. So far
three thousand 438 unautho-
rized construction works
have been regularized in
Raipur district. One thou-
sand 410 cases have also
been regularized in the
meeting of the
Regularization Authority
Committee headed by

Collector Dr Sarveshwar
Bhure here on Wednesday.

As many as 1275 cases in
Raipur Municipal
Corporation area, 101 cases
in Birgaon Municipal
Corporation area and 34
unauthorized constructions
in town planning areas were
regularized in the meeting.
Total regularized cases in-
cluded maximum 979 resi-
dential cases and 296 non-
residential unauthorized
constructions in Raipur
Municipal Corporation
area. Municipal
Commissioner Mayank
Chaturvedi, Zone
Commissioners of all zones
of Raipur Municipal
Corporation, Birgaon
Municipal Corporation
Commissioner Kirtiman
Rathore, Member Secretary
of the committee and
Deputy Director of Town
Planning Department DPS
Patel and other officials
were present at the meeting.

Over 1400 unauthorized
constructions regularized

Regularization
Authority Committee
meeting
Regularization
becomes easy 
and fast with 
simplification of rules 

Raipur, Mar 16:

State Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu stated
in Vidhan Sabha that
NARCO test, which was
previously restricted to
major cities, can now be
conducted in Chhattisgarh
as well, and that people
will no longer have to wait
in long lines for their
NARCO test to be conduct-
ed in big cities of the coun-
try. Chhattisgarh has now
become self-dependent on
NARCO tests. The state
government has complet-

ed the necessary formali-
ties for the NARCO test
and along with Raipur
AIIMS, necessary ma-
chines have also been
bought for it. In addition to
this, State Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu, while
discussing the demands
for grants in the Vidhan
Sabha, stated that
Chhattisgarh Police is con-
stantly using new tech-
niques to curb criminals.
Cyber police stations are
being established in all
five range headquarters to
combat the escalating cy-
bercrime. Forensic
Science Laboratory
College will be construct-
ed in Durg to overcome
crime.

Ch’garh gains independence
for NARCO test

As permission
granted to conduct
NARCO test in AIIMS

Raipur, Mar 16: 

Countering BJP's allega-
tions, Pradesh Congress
communication depart-
ment chief Sushil Anand
Shukla said that senior BJP
leaders deliberately tried to
make the movement vio-
lent. Policemen were as-
saulted and abusive words
were used, he said, alleging
that an attempt was made
to damage government
property. It is the right of
every political party to

protest in a democracy, but
there is dignity and limit to
the movement, Shukla said.
The BJP wanted to capture
the assembly by inciting
the mob, he alleged. The
gherao of the assembly
does not mean that you are
going to capture the assem-
bly. In a democracy, there is
a democratic process of
capture in the assembly, he
said, adding that public
gives this right to the politi-
cal party by voting them in
the election.

CM to hold cabinet
meeting today

BJP wanted to capture
assembly: Cong
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Raipur, Mar 16:

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel on Wednesday vir-
tually released Rs 7.04
crore to cattle rearers,
women's groups, and
Gauthan committees
under the Godhan Nyay
Yojana (GNY) in a pro-
gramme organized in his
office located in the
Vidhansabha premises
here. This includes pay-
ment of Rs 4.25 cr to cattle
rearers, farmers, and the
landless in the lieu of 2.13
lakh quintal cow dung pur-
chased in the Gauthans
from February 16 to
February 28. Besides, Rs
1.65 cr was paid to
Gauthan committees and
Rs 1.14 crore to women
groups. Addressing the

programme, Chief
Minister said that every
month, the 5th to the 15th
date is special for the farm-
ers because on this day
they receive the amount of
the Godhan Nyay Yojana
(GNY). It is good news that
a large number of
Gauthans are becoming
self-supporting. To encour-
age self-supporting
Gauthans, it has been de-
cided to provide an hono-
rarium to the chairman
and members of the
Gauthan Management
Committee. He also urged
to make efforts to make
other Gauthans self-sup-
porting as well. He added
that it is good news that
work has started on gener-
ating electricity from cow
dung, in addition to mak-
ing other useful products

from cow dung. The plant
for generating electricity
from cow dung in
Domarpal in Bastar has
been synchronized with
the grid. The rate of elec-
tricity produced through
this will be fixed at Rs 9 per
unit. It is worth mention-
ing here that these self-sup-
porting Gauthans are con-
tributing to the purchase
of cow dung under GNY.
Over the past few weeks,
the share of self-support-
ing Gauthans in the pay-
ment made for the pur-
chase of cow dung ac-
counts up to 60-70 per cent.
In the current scenario,
more than 50 per cent of
the Gauthans have become
self-supporting, fulfilling
their other activities with
their own funds along with
the purchase of cow dung

and 'go-mutra'. From
February 16 to February
28, a total of 2.13 lakh quin-
tals of cow dung were pur-
chased in Gauthans, for
which a sum of Rs 4.25 cr
is transferred to cow dung
sellers, out of which Rs
1.92 cr is paid by the
Agriculture Department
and Rs 2.33 cr is paid by
self-supporting Gauthans.
So far, self-supporting
Gauthans have made a
payment of Rs 45.52 cr for
cow dung purchases using
their own funds.
Agriculture Minister
Ravindra Choubey also ad-
dressed the programme.
Food Minister Amarjeet
Bhagat, Chief Minister's
Advisor Rajesh Tiwari,
Additional Chief
Secretary Subrat Sahoo,
Agriculture Production
Commissioner Dr. Kamal
Preet Singh, Special
Secretary of Agriculture
Department Ayaz Tamboli,
Director of Agriculture
Department Ranu Sahu,
Director of Horticulture
Department Chandan
Tripathi were present on
the occasion.

CM Baghel virtually
released Rs 7.04 cr

To the beneficiaries of Godhan Nyay Yojana

 Rs 419.25 cr paid 
to the beneficiaries 
of GNY so far

 Nearly 107.75 lakh
quintal cow dung was
purchased in Gauthans
till last month

Raipur, Mar 16: 

Bajaj Auto has launched
the 2023 Chetak Electric
scooter in Raipur on
Thursday at Vandana
Auto authorised show-
room of Bajaj Auto. On the
first day the showroom re-
ceived more than 100 book-
ings out of which the keys
of the 50 new Bajaj Chetak
Electric Scooter were
handed over to the cus-
tomers. Addressing the
scribes here, Bhanu
Vadhwani, Zonal Head,
Bajaj Chetak said that the
new EV comes with multi-
ple changes addressing the
design and features of the
two-wheeler. He said that
the new Edition of the
Chetak electric scooter
comes in five  new colours:
matte coarse grey, matte

caribbean blue, satin black
red and golden. He said
that 2023 Bajaj Chetak
electric scooter continues
to be powered by a 2.88
kWh battery pack. This
battery pack gives the elec-
tric scooter an ARAI-certi-

fied range of 108 km on a
single charge. However, as
per the company, the true
range of the electric scoot-
er is 90 km on a single
charge. All of this comes
with a power of 4.2 kW
power and a peak torque of

20 Nm of peak torque. It
also has a new, full-color
LCD display. Other prod-
uct highlights include a
two-tone seat, body-col-
ored rear view mirrors, a
satin black grab rail, and
matching pillion footrest

castings. Now in Charcoal
Black is the headlight
housing, blinkers, and cen-
tre trim components.

The scooter has fully
metallic body. The cus-
tomers will also get better
service facility here.
Customers purchasing the
vehicle in 33 districts of
Chhattisgarh will get serv-
icing facility at Vandana
Auto. On the occasion
Vandana Auto, General
Manager, Sumit Chawda
said that the bookings for
the 2023 Bajaj Chetak are
open now and deliveries
have also been started
from showroom. He said
that on the occasion of in-
auguration, we have hand-
ed over the keys of Bajaj
Chetak Electric Scooter to
50 new customers along
with the gift.

Bajaj Chetak Electric Scooter launched in Raipur

Raipur, Mar 16: 

A two-day art exhibi-
tion has been organised
at Magneto Mall, which
was inaugurated by car-
toonist Trimbak Sharma,
editor of Cartoon Vaach

on Saturday here. With
the aim of showcasing
and encouraging the art
of various artists, this ex-
hibition has been organ-
ized by the group. The ef-
forts of Sanchal, the di-
rector of this exhibition,

were appreciated by the
people who came to
Magneto, in which she
taught in detail about fab-
ric painting, hyper realis-
tic portrait, mix media,
bonsai art and glass
painting art.

Two-day art exhibition 
organised at Magneto Mall

Raipur, Mar 16: After
multiple challenging
rounds, teams from 4 of
the top schools across
India went head-to-head in
semi-final 4 for a place in
the final of HistoryTV18
CBSE Heritage India Quiz
2022. As expected each
team put up a good fight
but there could be only one
winner. In the nervy mo-
ments, students of
Krishna Public School
kept their wits to emerge
victorious in the semi-
final. Launched in 2001 by
CBSE, the HistoryTV18
CBSE Heritage India Quiz
today is the benchmark for

pan-India inter-school
quizzes and attracts the
brightest and the sharpest
young minds from various
prestigious CBSE schools
in India and from around
the world. Its success can
be gauged by the fact that
more than 8049 students
participated in the prelimi-
nary elimination rounds
followed by 16 zonal
rounds conducted on

ground across India,
where 90 students from 30
schools in each zone com-
peted to qualify for the
next round. Overall, 2683
CBSE schools participated
in the quiz. Atharv
Sharma , Manan Sethia
and Shreeansh Naidu from
Krishna Public School had
displayed greatcomposure,
knowledge and presence of
mind in previous rounds

to keep coming out on top.
But in the semi-final they
were up against 3 teams
from Springdale Senior
School ,Amritsar, Delhi
Public School, Guwahati &
Delhi Public School,
Ranchi who had put in
great performances to win
every round on their way
to this stage. The quiz saw
an evenly matched contest,
with very little separating
the teams. After 3 rounds
of swinging fortunes, the
team from Krishna Public
School came out on top as
the deserving winner.
Krishna Public School will
now be competing with 3
other schools from across
India to be the coveted
champions at the National
Finale of the quiz competi-
tion.

Raipur Boys enter the finals of India's biggest Quiz Competition
 Organised by

HistoryTV18 CBSE
Heritage India Quiz 2022

Anemia check-up
camp in all

health centers
from today

Balodabazar, Mar 16:
Collector Rajat Bansal has
directed that anemia tests
be conducted at all com-
munity health centers,
sub-health centers, and
primary health care cen-
ters throughout the dis-
trict in order to reduce
anemia under the
Mukhyamantri Suposhan
Yojana. Because of a
Women and Child
Development Department
event on March 16, 2023,
Anemia testing will be per-
formed in development
block Simga on March 17,
2023. Anganwadi didis are
in charge of taking women
to health centers for check-
ups. Following an anemia
test, Anganwadi centers
will provide healthy hot
food to anemic women.
Previously, beginning in
February 2022, 11 thou-
sand 335 anemic women
were given hot food three
days a week. As a result,
2132 anemic women were
cured of their anemia. It is
worth noting that the
Mukyamantri Suposhan
Yojana is an important
government scheme. For
this reason, the District
Program Officer has urged
all women to seek anemia
tests at their nearest
health centers.

Raipur, Mar 16: 

India assumed the
Presidency of the G20
with the theme "One
Earth, One Family, One
Future". IIT Bhilai is ob-
serving India's G20
Presidency with an inno-
vative outreach program
to provide a fresh perspec-
tive on issues under the
ambit of the G20. This pro-
gramme takes inspiration
from the University
Connect programme of
the Ministry of Education,
GoI, which is an exercise
aimed at projecting the
country's youth as its cul-
tural ambassadors to build
a long-lasting relationship
with the G20 fraternity.
The Department of
Liberal Arts at IIT Bhilai

is hosting a lecture series
to raise awareness on is-
sues of pertinence con-
cerning the G20. A lecture
titled "Macroeconomic
policy cooperation among
G20 countries" was organ-
ized on Wednesday, 15
March 2023 in this regard.
Prof Pradyumna Dash,
Professor of Economics at
the Indian Institute of
Management Raipur, de-
livered the lecture.

In his lecture, Prof Dash

pointed out that the G20
nations represent around
85 percent of the global
GDP, over 75 percent of the
global trade, and about
two-thirds of the world
population. Highlighting
that the G20 is the premier
forum for international
economic cooperation, he
emphasized that macro-
economics policy coopera-
tion is crucial to support
economic activity and cen-
tral banks' mandates for

the stability of the world
economy. In other words,
the G20 has a significant
role in bolstering the effi-
ciency of fiscal and mone-
tary policy cooperation at
the global stage. Prof Dash
pointed out that the G20
played a tremendous role
in facilitating cooperation
on monetary and fiscal
policy during the Great
Recession of 2008-09 and
the COVID-19 recession. In
2008-09, due to policy coop-

eration, the G20 ultimately
delivered more than what
was forecast in terms of
outcome. Likewise, during
the COVID-19 period, G20
developed nations provid-
ed 4.5% of their GDP in
fiscal support. However,
the level of cooperation
amongst G20 nations dur-
ing periods of compara-
tive peace and stability
leaves more to be desired,
especially in the context of
emerging markets and de-
veloping economies
(EMDE). Prof Dash con-
cluded by iterating that no
economy, developed or
emerging, can follow inde-
pendent monetary policy
and capital mobility at the
same time and that cooper-
ation is the need of the
hour to ensure stability
and growth in the global
economic order.

Lecture held on Macroeconomic policy cooperation among G20 countries
 In IIT Bhilai

Raipur, Mar 16: 

As always ahead in the
social activities
International Women's
Day was celebrated at
Columbia Institute of
Pharmacy is association
with Indian
Pharmaceutical Graduate
Association (IPGA) chap-
ter. On this occasion Dr.
Sushma Purohit a
renowned Gynec Cancer
Surgeon of Kamla
Women's Hospital Raipur
was the speaker invited.
She addressed the gather-
ing on "Lessons for today's
Youth" , in which she dis-
cussed key points for suc-
cessful life. She also nar-
rated on confidence, hard
work devotion and smart-
ness along with education,
through popular examples

of daily life like Ratan
Tata, Dhirubhai Ambani,
Bill Gates , Swami
Vivekananda  etc. She em-
phasized on self respect
and humanity.

She also urged that we
should be original which
is authentic rather than
becoming copy of some-
one else. To become suc-
cessful long term goal per-

sistence and focused are
must. She also covered
some of the quotation
from bhagwat gita which
are source of inspiration,
positivity and lessons for
life. A large number of stu-
dents from all the branch-
es of pharmacy participat-
ed in the event On this oc-
casion Dr. Ravindra
Kumar Pandey, Principal

Columbia Institute of
Pharmacy who is also
General Secretary of
Indian Pharmacy
Graduate Association,
Chhattisgarh Chapter
along with Mr. Harjeet
Singh Hura, Secretary
Columbia Group of
Institution as well as large
number of faculty mem-
bers.

Int’nl Women’s Day held at Columbia Institute of Pharmacy

Gariyaband, Mar 15: A
ration card was instantly
issued yesterday to a
woman and her son who
visited the Janchaupal, or-
ganized every week, with
an application. The
Collector, Prabhat Malik,
while resolving the appli-
cations received in the
Janchaupal, solved the
problems of people on the
spot. Girja Sahu, the wife
of Champeshwar Sahu, is
a resident of village
Dandesra. A priority ra-
tion card is issued in the
Dhamtari district in her
name. Mrs. Girja is cur-
rently residing with her
parents in the village
Panchayat Kopra under
the Fingeshwar develop-

ment block in the
Gariyaband district. She
had requested a ration
card in the Gariyaband
district in her application.
In this regard, the Food
Officer of Dhamtari was
contacted, and her ration
card was immediately
transferred to
Gariyaband. The said card

was instantly issued after
attaching it in the village
Panchayat Kopra in the
district. Now the applicant
will be able to collect food
grains from her residen-
tial village. She thanked
the district administration
for resolving her problem
instantly at the
Janchaupal.

Ration card immediately issued to a lady and her son
 Who visited 

the Janchaupal

GGaauurreellaa--PPeennddrraa--MMaarrwwaahhii,,  MMaarr  1166::
"I have got a pucca house
under the government's
scheme, I never thought my
dream would come true," said
Kailash, a resident of Gullidand
Gram Panchayat, who is a ben-
eficiary of the Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana. The village is
located 50 kilometers away
from the district headquarters
of Gaurela. Kailash, who is
completely visually impaired,
used to live in a dilapidated
hut. "I can neither see with

both eyes nor can I do any-
thing," Kailash says adding
that "All thanks to the
Government that provides me
with rice for food and also
gives me a pension. Now, I
have also received a beautiful
pucca house to live in."

"I never thought that I would
be able to have a pucca house
in my life, but the Pradhan

Mantri Awas Yojana (Gramin)
has made my dreams come
true. Under this scheme, I was
able to build a beautiful house
with the financial assistance of
Rs 1.20 lakh received under the
scheme and earning wages
from MNREGA", he said. He
added that he has also got a
toilet built in the house under
Swachh Bharat Mission. He
said that he and his family are
leading a happy life availing
the benefits of various
schemes."

Visually impaired Kailash’s dream
of owning a pucca house fulfilled

 Through Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana

DIGGING ALL OVER CITY

With the work of laying of cables and water pipeline going on, the digging work of
RMC can be seen in every part of city.
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RPF conducts special operation
Action was taken against 48 eunuchs under the Railway Act.

BBiillaassppuurr,,  MMaarr  1166::    In view of the inconvenience caused by eunuchs to passengers during rail travel, an in-
tensive and special campaign was launched against eunuchs. Complaints in this regard were being re-
ceived continuously by rail passengers through Rail Madad, Twitter, social media and other mediums.
Passengers were being harassed by eunuchs forcibly demanding money and doing unusual activities. To
curb this, a special campaign against eunuchs was conducted in all the three divisions of Bilaspur, Raipur
and Nagpur from March 13 to 15, 2023.  Railway Protection Force, Crime Intelligence Branch and other
railway personnel took part in this campaign. In the three-day special campaign, action has been taken
against a total of 48 eunuchs under the Railway Act by the three divisions. South East Central Railway is
determined for passenger convenience and safety. This campaign will continue continuously in future.

Central Chronicle News

Balod, Mar 16: The
Collector Kuldeep Sharma
convened weekly time-
limit meeting in the
District office here on
Thursday. In the
'Jandarshan' programme
held after the meeting, he
gave patient hearing to the
grievances and problems
of the rural persons pres-
ent.

Sharma met the persons
from remote village area
one after another and took
information about their
complaints and problems.
In some cases he directed
the cases of the persons to
concerned officer of the

department and directed
them to sort it out at the
earliest.

In Jandarshan pro-
gramme, applications re-
lated to power connection
in Gram Bhibhdo; con-
struction of shed for Goat-
farming by Shailendra
Kumar in Gram Kotera;
labour card by Gaytri Bai
in Gram Jevartala and
others. In the same way

other applicants also sub-
mitted their applications
to the Collector.

On this occasion, CEO
District Panchayat Dr
Renuka Shrivastava,
Upper Collector Indira
Tomar and all RIs and dis-
trict-level officers were
present.

Central Chronicle News

Gourela, Pendra, Marwahi,
Mar 16: As per instructions
by the Collector Priyanka
Mahobia, checking of
schools vans, autos, pick-
up Vans and commercial
vehicles and school buses
was done in the district at
different places over viola-
tion of traffic rules. A total

of fine of Rs 1.26 lakh was
recovered on charges of
not running the vehicles as
per traffic rules.

District Transport
Officer (DTO) Vivek Sinha
informed that this check-
ing drive was carried out
in front of district hospi-
tal, Semara triangle,
Madhana over-bridge;
Lalpur chowk and a fine of
Rs 1.26 lakh was imposed
on all the vehicles violat-
ing traffic norms, rules
and regulations. During
the checking, the fitness,

permit, pollution certifi-
cate, insurance papers of
autos, pick-up vans, and
other vehicles were
checked. In this fine of Rs
94000 was imposed on
autos; Rs 11,500 on small
vehicles and Rs 20500 on 4
school vans.

DTO Sinha informed
that even after warning by
the Transport Department,
the vehicles were driven
without proper permit, fit-
ness certificate and other
relevant RTO documents.
In this regard challan was
made against the vehicles
and many others were ex-
plained about following
traffic rules and regula-
tions and not to drive over-
loaded vehicles, hold valid
insurance certificate; per-
mit; pollution certificate
and other documents. In
this action, DTO along with
Heeralal Dhruv, Home
Guard Durgesh Kumar,
Ramkumar Thakur and
others were present.

Winners of Letter Writing competition awarded

Central Chronicle News

Pithora, Mar 16: The
winners of the 'Dhai
Akshar Patra Lekhan'
competition and
'Deendayal Sparsh Yojana'
by the Postal Department
of the central government
were presented with
prizes at the hands of
Chief Post Master General
(CPGM) Chhattisgarh cir-
cle and Director Postal
Service here on Thursday.
This competition was or-
ganised with an objective
to create interest among
the youth in 'letter writing'
and to create interest
about postal stamps in the
present day world of mo-
bile and internet.

‘Clean Energy: Bilaspur Division
Committed to Green Energy’

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Mar 16: Indian
Railways is working in
mission mode to become
the largest green railway
in the world and moving
towards becoming "Zero
Carbon Emitter" before
the year 2030. To meet the
growing needs of New
India, Indian Railways is
being prepared with a ho-
listic approach of being an
eco-friendly, efficient, cost-
effective, punctual and
modern carrier of passen-
gers as well as freight.

Indian Railways has em-
barked on an ambitious
plan to electrify its entire
broad gauge network. This
scheme will not only lead
to better fuel energy uti-
lization leading to in-
creased production, reduc-
tion in fuel expenditure,
but also save valuable for-
eign exchange.

In this series, 100% elec-

trification work of railway
lines of Bilaspur Railway
Division has been complet-
ed. The journey of electri-
fication in Bilaspur
Railway Division started
in 1969-70 with the electrifi-
cation of Jharsuguda-
Raigarh railway line on
Mumbai-Howrah Main
Line.

Jharsuguda-Raigarh
railway section was com-
pleted on 19th January,
1970, Raigarh-Bilaspur
railway section on 24th
January, 1970 and Bilaspur
yard on 31st January, 1970.
Bilaspur Railway Division
is 100% electrified with a
total of 819.457 route kilo-
meter and 2215.455 track
kilometer rail lines.

At present, about two
dozen MEMU trains are
being operated from
Bilaspur Railway Division,
including the country's fa-
mous train like Vande
Bharat, Rajdhani,

Janshatabdi and other ex-
press trains.

Along with this,
Bilaspur Railway Division
has the distinction of
being the highest freight
loading railway division in
the entire Indian Railways,
as a result of which goods

trains operate in abun-
dance from here.

In this railway, a com-
mendable initiative has
also been started for quiet
and convenient rail trans-
port by introducing Head
on Generation (HOG) sys-
tem in LHB based trains.

With 'Head on
Generation' (HOG) tech-
nology, trains are drawing
power directly from the
grid through Over Head
Equipment (OHE) instead
of burning expensive
diesel fuel. 100% electrifi-
cation of Bilaspur Railway
Division to save revenue
and lakhs of tonnes of car-
bon Along with saving in
foot print, it will also play a
benevolent role in environ-
mental protection.

The pace of environ-
ment-friendly and pollu-
tion-reducing railway elec-
trification in Indian
Railways has increased 9
times since 2014. The
scheme of electrification
of broad gauge lines by
Railways will facilitate the
elimination of diesel trac-
tion which will result in
significant reduction in
environmental pollution
along with reduction in
carbon footprint.

With 100% electrification of Bilaspur Railway Division, annual carbon footprint savings of lakhs of tonnes

By the Postal Department

Fine of Rs 1.25 lakh imposed 

Central Chronicle News

Rajim, Mar 16: The 70
yr old Fertilizer godown
in Baronda is in dilapi-
dated condition with
holes emerging from the
cracks in-between the
walls and the parts of
the slab too are peeling
off from many place and
which can collapse any-
time and can cause
some casualty as well.

The people of Gram
Brando are pretty con-
cern about it and have
urged the public reps
right from MP to MLA
and to local administra-
tion to get a new build-

ing of the godown con-
structed, but to no avail.

Not only this the
farmers have to cover
around 10 kms to
Patthra near Rajim, to
collect the fertilizer
from the godown and
this apart from time
also cost them heavy in
their budget.

Sarpanch and Kissan
leader from Gram
Panchayat Baronda
Danendra Kumar Sen,
Dy. Sarpanch
Parmeshwar Yadav,
Bharat Nirmalkar and
other farmers informed
that the Fertilizer
godown of Gram

Baronda is about 70 yrs
old and here the regis-
tration of Sahakari
Samiti was done first.

From this godown, the
farmers from Gram
Shayamnagar, Ghuma,
Singhouri and others
come to purchase chemi-
cal fertilizers.

But with no repair
work or renovation over
the last two-three years,
it has turned into dilapi-
dated condition and now
the fertilizers cannot be
stored in the godown.

Therefore the farmers
have to travel 10 kms to
Gram Patthra near
Rajim to collect fertiliz-

ers. Danendra Sen in-
formed that seeing the
problems to the farmers
seeing the problems to
the farmers, he got the
fertilizer purchased
from Patthra just before
rains at his own risk and
got it distributed among
the farmers, so that the
fertilizers do not get
drenched in rainwater.

The farmers of the
four villages have got a
very big land area for
farming and they have
urged the MLA Amitesh
Shukla to grant funds
for the construction of
new godown for fertiliz-
ers soon.

Fertilizer godown of Baronda 
in dilapidated condition!

Farmers forced to travel extra 10 kms to fetch fertilizers

On vehicles violating
traffic norms, 
documents

In the weekly
‘Jandarshan’ prog

Collector gives patient hearing to grievances

Action taken against
40 vehicle riders

BBaalloodd,,  MMaarr  1166::  As per in-
structions by SP Balod Dr
Jitendra Kumar Yadav and
under guidance of Addl. SP
Harish Rathore and under
supervision of all the
gazetted police officer, all
TIs and Chowki in-charge
and Inspector Traffic In-
charge Dileshwar
Chandravanshi, a special
motor vehicle checking cam-
paign was launched. 

The objective of this MV
checking is to reduce the in-
creasing road accidents and
take action against the vehi-
cle drivers driving the vehi-
cles carelessly and to create
awareness among the gener-
al public about the traffic
rules and regulations and its
strict compliance. On March
14, action was taken against
the 40 careless vehicle riders
and fine of Rs 14,800 was
charged. 
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PROTEST MARCH

Mahila Congress activists during their protest march to the Legislative complex demanding immediate action
against the marshals and ruling LDF legislators who had allegedly attacked UDF MLAs in the Assembly, in
Thiruvananthapuram, Thursday.

ROAD INSPECTION

Union Minister for Road Transport and Highways Nitin Gadkari with 
BJP leader Ramvir Singh Bidhuri inspects the progress of the Urban Extension Road

Project (UER-II), on Thursday.

BRIEF

Inaugurate 
 Nashik: Various

weapons and equip-
ment used by the
Indian Army will be on
display at an exhibition
which will be inaugu-
rated by Union minis-
ter Nitin Gadkari in
Maharashtra’s Nashik
city on March 18.
Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath
Shinde will be present
for the inaugural cere-
mony of the two-day
exhibition, “Know
Your Army”, while
Deputy CM Devendra
Fadnavis will attend
the concluding func-
tion on March 19.

Board exam 
 Imphal:The High

School Leaving
Certificate (HSLC)
exam conducted by the
Board of Secondary
Education commenced
in Manipur on
Thursday,an official
said.A total of 38,127
students, including
18,628 girls,are giving
the examination that
will conclude on April 3.

Acquitted 
 Mumbai: A special

CBI court here on
Thursday acquitted
two accused in a 1989
case pertaining to an
alleged attempt on the
life of businessman
Nusli Wadia. The ac-
cused, Ivan Sequeira
and Ramesh Jagothia,
were acquitted for
want of evidence by
special judge S P Naik
Nimbalkar.

Blast 
 Dharmapuri: Two

women were killed
and a male worker was
grievously injured in a
blast at a firecracker
manufacturing unit at
Nagadasampatti vil-
lage, Pennagaram, in
the district on
Thursday, police said.
Fire at the unit, in-
volved in making fire-
crackers for temple
festivals, was triggered
by friction when the
workers were han-
dling an inflammable
substance, a senior po-
lice officer said.

Protest 
 Mumbai: Hundreds of

lawyers at the
Metropolitan
Magistrate court in
Mumbai’s Borivali sub-
urb went on a strike on
Thursday after one of
their colleagues was al-
legedly assaulted by a
cop inside a police sta-
tion, an official said.

Unearthed 
 Diphu:A buried cache

of arms and ammuni-
tion,including an AK se-
ries rifle and pistols,was
unearthed in Assam’s
Karbi Anglong district,
a senior police officer
said on Thursday.
Acting on a tip-off,a po-
lice team carried out an
operation in Doidak in
Dokmoka Police Station
area on Wednesday
night and dug out an
AK-56 rifle,a 9mm pis-
tol,a .32 calibre pistol,a
sten gun and ammuni-
tion,Karbi Anglong
Superintendent of
Police Sanjib Kumar
Saikia said.

Devotees pull a chariot of
Lord Rangnath during ‘Rath

Ka Mela’, in Vrindavan,
Thursday.

Amaravati, Mar 16 (PTI):
Keeping its interests in
mind ahead of the
Assembly elections sched-
uled for 2024, the Andhra
Pradesh government has
allocated the lion’s share
of the state Budget —
more than Rs 54,000 crore
of the total Rs 2,79,279
crore — to Direct Benefit
Transfer (DBT) schemes,
targeting potential voter
segments such as pension-
ers, farmers, students and
women.

Finance Minister
Buggana Rajendranath
tabled the 2023-24 Budget
in the Legislative
Assembly on Thursday.

Andhra Pradesh has for
long focused on gover-
nance that balances both
welfare and development,
and its budgetary alloca-
tion of as much as Rs

54,228 crore for DBT
schemes is in keeping with
that model. The increase
of about 10 per cent in the
allocation, from Rs 48,882
crore in 2022-23, indicates
that the government has
its eye on the upcoming
elections next year.

The DBT schemes in-
clude YSR Pension
Kanuka (Rs 21,435 crore)
for senior citizens, persons
with disabilities and trans-

gender persons; YSR
Rythu Bharosa (Rs 4,020
crore), which provides fi-
nancial assistance for
farmers; Jagananna Vidya
Devena (Rs 2,842 crore)
that reimburses the high-
er education fees of stu-
dents from poor economic
backgrounds; and
Jagananna Vasati Devena
(Rs 2,200 crore), which
takes care of the hostel
and mess fees of poor stu-

dents who otherwise can-
not afford higher educa-
tion. Other major DBT
schemes are YSR Asara
(Rs 6,700 crore has been al-
located) which provides
funds to Self Help Groups;
YSR Cheyuta (Rs 5,000
crore) which aids middle-
aged women financially;
and Amma Vodi (Rs 6,500
crore) that incentivises
poor families to send their
children to school.

EYE ON 2024 POLLS

Andhra Budget allocates
lion’s share for welfare

Andhra Pradesh Finance Minister Buggana Rajendranath presents the annual State budget
for 2023-24 in the Legislative Assembly, in Vijayawada, Thursday.

New Delhi, Mar 16 (PTI): 

Lt Governor V K Saxena
has directed officials to en-
sure that Delhi is adorned
with flowering plants
throughout the year and
asked the NDMC to plant
five lakh tulips, sourced
from Jammu and Kashmir
or Himachal Pradesh, in
the next season, officials
said on Thursday. The Lt
Governor chaired a meet-
ing to review the
Horticulture divisions of
various departments and
agencies and their future
preparedness with regards
to flower plantation and
other activities. “In line
with his often professed
goal of turning the capital
into a ‘city of flowers’ and
in cognizance of the enthu-
siastic response of Delhi
residents to the prevalent,
extraordinary spring

bloom in the city, Saxena di-
rected officials to come up
with a detailed plan of ac-
tion for the remaining year
within the next 15 days,” a
Raj Niwas official said. The
meeting was attended by
the chief secretary, chair-
man NDMC, VC DDA,
Commissioner MCD and
Engineer-in-Chief (PWD)
and their Horticulture
heads. These are civic agen-
cies and departments that
own Delhi’s parks, green
stretches and roads, and
undertake and execute
most of the Capital’s horti-
cultural activities, that in-
clude, planting flowers and
flowering trees on roads
and parks and maintaining
nurseries among others, he
said. This year, about 1.5
lakh tulips were planted
across the NDMC area. The
LG also issued instructions
for five lakh tulips to be

sourced and planted during
the next season, the official
said. Saxena said he had
taken up the matter of
sourcing Tulips with the
Lt. Governors of Jammu
and Kashmir as well as
Ladakh, and asked NDMC
to source it from these
Union Territories or
Himachal Pradesh, rather
than sourcing them from
abroad, the official said.

“This, he said, will apart
from encouraging and
boosting indigenous suppli-
ers, also ensure cost cutting
in procurement,” the offi-
cial said. Saxena also asked
agencies like MCD, DDA
and NDMC who own and
operate nurseries to try
and achieve temperatures
between 10-12 degree centi-
grade, in their set ups, so
that tulip saplings and
bulbs could be nurtured in
Delhi itself.

DELHI LG TO NDMC

‘Plant 5 L tulips sourced from J-K, HP in city’

Indore, Mar 16: Sardana
International School, situ-
ated in Dewas, has been
honored with the title of
‘Best Boarding School’ in
Madhya Pradesh. It is pop-
ular for its unique and spe-
cial educational services.
This prestigious award
was presented to the
school for its exemplary
work in promoting educa-
tional excellence and se-
curing a better future for
the students at the board-
ing school. Educationist
and founder of Sardana
International School, Lalit
Sardana was felicitated by
the Home Minister of
Madhya Pradesh,
Narottam Mishra.
Sardana International
School is a premium CBSE
boarding school for chil-

dren. The facility of this
boarding school is for both
boys and girls.

The founder of Sardana
International School, Lalit
Sardana, who has secured
All India Rank 243 in IIT,
has been teaching Physics,
Chemistry and
Mathematics for the last 26
years and has the highest
selection ratio in India. To
ensure boarders have a
complete educational ex-

perience, a range of facili-
ties are provided. This in-
cludes a library, an e-li-
brary, language lab and ro-
botics labs to give students
the best learning environ-
ment. Lalit Sardana,
Founder & Educationist,
Sardana International
School, says, “It is a matter
of great pride for the en-
tire Sardana team to be
recognized as the best
boarding school.

Sardana Int’l School received the
esteemed ‘Best Boarding School’ award 
 In Madhya Pradesh

Jammu, Mar 16 (PTI): 

PDP president
Mehbooba Mufti on
Thursday defended her
recent visit to a Shiv tem-
ple in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Poonch and
performing a ritual there,
saying “we live in a coun-
try that is home to the
Ganga-Jamuni tehzeeb”
and there is no need to
discuss the matter fur-
ther.

A video of the former
chief minister offering
water to Shivling inside
Navgraha temple, Mandi-
Ajote in Poonch on
Tuesday has gone viral,
drawing criticism from
some quarters.

“We are living in a sec-
ular country that is home
to Ganga-Jamuni

Tehzeeb. The temple was
built by Yashpal Sharma
(former PDP leader who
died last year) and his
sons want me to visit the

place. I went inside and
someone gave me a small
vessel filled with water
with a lot of belief and
love.

“I do not want to break
his heart by refusing to
pour water (on the
Shivling). He asked for it
and I did it (out of respect
for him),” Mehbooba
Mufti told reporters here.

Asked about some
Islamic scholars from
Deoband in Uttar
Pradesh disliking it, she
said she did not want to
go into it and whether it
is allowed or not in her
religion.

“In our country,
Hindus and Muslims live
together and there are
more Hindus offering
Chadar’ at Muslim
shrines than Muslims
themselves. This issue is
related to myself and
there is no need for fur-
ther discussion over it,”
she said.

Mehbooba snubs critics after 
performing ritual inside Shiv temple 

PDP President Mehbooba Mufti offers prayers at
Navagraha temple in Poonch district.

Gangtok, Mar 16 (PTI):

Sikkim Chief Minister
Prem Singh Tamang on
Thursday said the
Himalayan state till now
has utilised only 27.5 per
cent of its 8,000 MW
power potential.

He was speaking at the
Business 20 (B20) confer-
ence organised as part of
India’s G20 presidency.

“ We have only utilised
2,200 MW till now and the
scope for Hydropower,
clean and green energy is
ample in Sikkim”, said
the chief minister at the
conference on
Opportunities for multi-
lateral business partner-
ship in Tourism,
Hospitality, pharmaceuti-
cals, and organic farming.

Urging the delegates to
consider Sikkim as a good

investment destination,
Tamang said a total of 55
pharmaceutical compa-
nies from within the
country are currently es-
tablished in the state.

Delegates from 24 coun-
tries will participate in
the B20 conference being
organised by the

Confederation of Indian
Industry (CII), Tamang
told a press conference on
Wednesday.

“Organic Tourism is
what Sikkim can offer, we
are the first organic state
in the world and have
been recognised by the
United Nations. We would
like to urge the partici-
pants today to deliberate
on what Sikkim can give
to the nation and the
world” the chief minister
said.

The Himalayan state
will host the StartUp20
conference on March 18
and 19. “Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s initia-
tive to let Sikkim host the
two events B20 and
Startup 20 has given a
boost to the state’s econo-
my”, said the chief minis-
ter.

‘Sikkim yet to utilise 
untapped power potential’

Prem Singh Tamang 

Mangaluru, Mar 16
(PTI): The major promises
made by the Congress
ahead of the State
Assembly elections are
nothing but a visiting card,
Karnataka Chief Minister
Basavaraj Bommai said on
Thursday. Talking to re-
porters on his arrival here
to attend the meeting of
beneficiaries of various
government schemes,

Bommai said the people
will not take heed to the
“guarantee card” of the
Congress that it will imple-
ment all its promises. The
Congress had announced
three poll ‘guarantees’ —
200 units of free power to
all households (Gruha
Jyoti), Rs 2,000 monthly as-
sistance to the woman head
of every family (Gruha
Lakshmi) and 10 kg of rice
free to every member of a
BPL household (Anna
Bhagya). It seems that the
Congress itself does not be-
lieve in their oral promises.
“Otherwise, what is the
need for a guarantee card,”
Bommai asked. He was re-
plying to a question
whether BJP is wary of the
Congress promises includ-
ing free electricity and fi-
nancial assistance to
women in every household.

‘Cong poll promises
only a visiting card’

Basavaraj Bommai

Jaipur, Mar 16 (PTI):
Famous stand-up comedi-
an Khyali Saharan has
been booked for allegedly
raping a 25-year-old
woman in a hotel room
here, police said on
Thursday. On the basis of
a complaint lodged by the
woman, a case was regis-
tered against the comedi-
an on Tuesday at
Mansarovar police station
here, they said.

According to police, the
incident took place on
Monday when the comedi-
an, who is an AAP activist,
in an “inebriated condi-
tion” allegedly raped the
woman in a hotel room in
Mansarovar area on the
pretext of helping her get
a job. “A case under IPC
Section 376 (rape) has been
registered against the co-
median following a com-

plaint lodged by the
woman. The matter is
being investigated,” said
sub-inspector Sandeep
Yadav who is posted at
Mansarovar police station.

Police said that the
woman hailing from
Sriganganagar worked as
a marketing executive for
a firm. She, along with an-
other woman, came in con-
tact with the comedian
nearly a month ago seek-
ing help for a job.

According to police,
Khyali booked two rooms
in a hotel, one for himself
and another for the two
women. The comedian al-
legedly consumed beer
and forcibly asked the
women to drink beer.
Later, one of the women
left the room and he raped
the other woman, police
said.

Comedian Khyali
booked for rape



Dubai, Mar 16 (AP):
Some 2.5 tons of natural
uranium stored in a site
in war-torn Libya have
gone missing, the United
Nations nuclear watch-
dog said Thursday, rais-
ing safety and prolifera-
tion concerns.

Natural uranium can’t
immediately be used for
energy production or
bomb fuel, as the enrich-
ment process typically re-
quires the metal to be
converted into a gas, then
later spun in centrifuges
to reach the levels need-
ed.

However, each ton of
natural uranium if ob-
tained by a group with
the technological means
and resources can be re-
fined to 5.6 kilograms (12
pounds) of weapons-
grade material over time,
experts say. That makes
finding the missing metal
important for nonprolif-

eration experts.
In a statement, the

V i e n n a - b a s e d
International Atomic
Energy Agency said its

director-general, Rafael
Mariano Grossi, in-
formed member states
Wednesday about the
missing uranium.
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MINERS PROTEST

Miners from the municipalities of Bajo Cauca protest against the government of President Gustavo Petro in Taraza,
Colombia. For two weeks wildcat miners working in illegal gold mines have protested against the destruction of
machinery used in the search of gold. 

Kyiv, Mar 16 (AP):

The Pentagon on
Thursday released footage
of what it said was a
Russian aircraft pouring
fuel on a U.S. Air Force
surveillance drone and
clipping the drone’s pro-
peller in international air-
space over the Black Sea.

The 42-second video
shows a Russian Su-27 ap-
proaching the back of the
MQ-9 drone and beginning
to release fuel as it passes,
the Pentagon said.

Dumping the fuel ap-
peared to be aimed at
blinding its optical instru-
ments and driving it out of
the area.

On a second approach,
either the same jet or an-
other Russian fighter that
had been shadowing the

MQ-9 struck the drone’s
propeller, damaging one
blade, according to the U.S.
military.

The U.S. military said it
ditched the MQ-9 Reaper
in the sea after what it de-

scribed as the Russian
fighter making an unsafe
intercept of the un-
manned aerial vehicle.

The video excerpt re-
leased by the Pentagon
does not show events be-

fore or after the apparent
fuel-dumping confronta-
tion. Russia said its war-
planes didn’t strike the
drone and claimed the un-
manned aerial vehicle
went down after making a
sharp maneuver over the
sea. Asked Thursday if
Russia would try to recov-
er the drone debris,
Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov told re-
porters the decision was
up to the military.

“If they consider it nec-
essary to do so in the Black
Sea for the benefit of our
interests and our security,
they will do it,” he said.

Nikolai Patrushev, the
secretary of Russia’s
Security Council, said
Wednesday that Moscow
would try to recover the
drone fragments.

US releases video of Russian
jet dumping fuel on its drone

This photo taken from video released on Thursday, March
16, shows a Russian Su-27 approaching the back of the
MQ-9 drone and beginning to release fuel as it passes,
over the Black Sea, the Pentagon said. 

Kathmandu, Mar 16 (PTI):

Nepal’s Prime Minister
Pushpa Kamal Dahal
‘Prachanda’ is likely to
travel to India on an offi-
cial visit next month - his
first foreign trip since as-
suming the office for the
third time in December
last year, a media report
said on Thursday.

Though the official date
of his visit to India is yet
to be announced, boosting
bilateral ties and talks on
trade, energy, agriculture,
culture and air service
will prominently feature
in his talks with Indian
leaders.

Sources close to the 68-
year-old Prime Minister
said that his visit to India
in the near future is in
the cards and the date

would be fixed once the
Prime Minister gets a
vote of confidence from
the House of
Representatives.

“The visit will take
place after the PM seeks a
vote of confidence and ex-
pands his cabinet,” a
source said.

Earlier, the Prime
Minister had announced

that he would visit India
on his first foreign trip
after assuming the post.
The Prime Minister is
seeking a vote of confi-
dence from the
Parliament on March 20.

“The Ministry of
Foreign Affairs has start-
ed preparations for the
visit,” The Kathmandu
Post newspaper reported.

The ministry has start-
ed groundworks works
for the purpose and meet-
ings are being organised
with the line ministries to
prepare the agenda, the
daily reported, quoting
an official at the Foreign
Ministry.

Mid-April will be the
tentative date for the
Prime Minister to em-
bark for the official visit,
said the paper.

Nepal’s PM Prachanda likely
to visit India next month Taipei, Mar 16 (AP):

U.S. government efforts
to shift production of
processor chips from Asia
to the United States will
double their cost and slow
the spread of their use in
phones, cars and other
products, the billionaire
founder of the global in-
dustry’s biggest manufac-
turer warned Thursday.

Morris Chang of
Taiwan Semiconductor
Manufacturing Corp. said
he supports U.S. efforts to
slow China’s development

of chip technology on se-
curity grounds.

But Chang said he can’t
understand why
Washington wants to
move so much manufac-
turing from efficient
Asian sites to the United
States.

The Biden administra-
tion is promising tens of
billions of dollars to sup-
port construction of U.S.
chip foundries and reduce
reliance on Asian suppli-
ers, which Washington
sees as a security weak-
ness.

Taiwan chip pioneer warns
US plans will boost costs

Tokyo, Mar 16 (AP):

Japan and South
Korea agreed to resume
regular visits between
their leaders and took
steps to resolve a trade

dispute as a highly antic-
ipated summit began
Thursday, a sign that the
two countries are re-
building their nations’
security and economic
ties as they try to over-

come a century of diffi-
cult history.

The summit could re-
vise the strategic map of
northeast Asia. The two
U.S. allies, who have long
often been at odds over
their history, are seeking
to form a united front,
driven by shared con-
cerns about a restive
North Korea and a more
powerful China.

Japanese Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida
and South Korean
President Yoon Suk Yeol
both stressed the impor-
tance of improved ties as
they opened Thursday’s
summit, hours after a
North Korean missile
launch and encounters
between Japanese and
Chinese vessels in dis-
puted waters.

Japan, South Korea renew
ties at Tokyo summit

South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol, left, and Japanese
Prime Minister Fumio Kishida, right, shake hands following
a joint news conference at the prime minister’s official res-
idence in Tokyo, Japan, Thursday, March 16.

Blantyre (Malawi), Mar
16 (AP): After four days of
destructive wind and rain,
local communities and re-
lief workers are now con-
fronting the aftermath of
Cyclone Freddy which has
killed more than 250 peo-
ple and displaced tens of
thousands of others
across Malawi and
Mozambique and may still
cause further damage.

Cyclone Freddy dissipat-
ed over land late
Wednesday, but weather
monitoring centers
warned that countries are
still vulnerable to flooding
and landslides.

At least 225 people have
been killed in southern
Malawi, including within
the financial capital of
Blantyre, officials said.
Around 88,000 people are
still displaced and parts of

the region remain inacces-
sible. Malawi’s president,
Lazarus Chakwera, has
declared a 14-day national
mourning period. In
Mozambique, authorities
said at least 53 were killed

since late Saturday, with
50,000 more still displaced.
Scientists say human-
caused climate change has
worsened cyclone activity,
making them more in-
tense and more frequent.

The recently-ended La
Nina that impacts weather
worldwide also increased
cyclone activity in the re-
gion in recent years.

Cyclone Freddy has
caused destruction in
southern Africa since late
February, when it pum-
meled Mozambique as
well as the islands of
Madagascar and R union.

Freddy first developed
near Australia in early
February and traveled
across the entire southern
Indian Ocean before it
bounced around the
Mozambique Channel.
The U.N.’s weather agency
has convened an expert
panel to determine
whether it has broken the
record for the longest-ever
cyclone in recorded histo-
ry, which was set by 31-day
Hurricane John in 1994.

After Cyclone Freddy, flood 
risk lingers for southern Africa BBeeiijjiinngg,,  MMaarr  1166  ((AAPP))::  China

accused the United States on
Thursday of spreading disinfor-
mation and suppressing TikTok
following reports that the Biden
administration was calling for its
Chinese owners to sell their
stakes in the popular video-shar-
ing app. The U.S. has yet to pres-
ent evidence that TikTok threat-
ens its national security and was
using the excuse of data security

to abuse its power to suppress
foreign companies, Foreign
Ministry spokesperson Wang
Wenbin told reporters at a daily
briefing. “The U.S. should stop
spreading disinformation about
data security, stop suppressing
the relevant company, and pro-
vide an open, fair and non-dis-
criminatory environment for for-
eign businesses to invest and
operate in the U.S.,” Wang said.

US spreading disinformation,
suppressing TikTok: China 

UN nuclear watchdog: 2.5 tons 
of uranium missing in Libya



M oral values are perma-
nent beliefs and ideas

within a person and reflect a
preference for good or bad. In
modern times many societies
have increasingly focused on
the accumulation of material
wealth, power, and status as the
primary goal of human life.
This has led to a narrow defini-
tion of the good life, where suc-
cess is measured by the ability
to accumulate material wealth,
often at the expense of others. A
narrow conception of the good
life is leading to a crisis of
moral values. Like the issue of
corruption, a narrow notion of
the good life leads to the erosion
of values such as transparency,
probity, social responsibility,
and honesty. Due to this, person-
al interests have been promoted
in place of public interest.
Climate change Meeting the

never-ending human demands
over the years has put tremen-
dous pressure on the planet's re-
sources. The planet is warming
at an unprecedented rate, gla-
ciers are melting, and wildlife is
disappearing. All these calami-
ties have arisen out of attach-
ment to over-materialism.

For example, the crisis in
Joshimath is the result of
choosing economics over ecolo-
gy or the ecosystem. It is often
said that "unlimited power is
apt to corrupt the minds of
those who possess it". A recent
example is that of a civil ser-
vant who cleared a sports stadi-
um for dog walking and asked
the athletes to leave. Today, if
someone is asked what is his
goal, he would say that money.
They have the urge to do any-
thing to get it. Even if it has to
be accomplished by adopting

the wrong path. Don't know how
many such examples will be
seen which show how much the
youth have dropped their moral
values in themselves. Sadly,
they do not recognize manners,
culture, and morality, nor are
they ready to accept them.
Today's young generation is
walking like a mad elephant,
forgetting morals and values
and trampling everything that
comes it's way. He is oblivious to
what will happen whenever he
falls to the ground. This is hap-
pening only because of a lack of
moral values.

The great land on which great
personalities like Maryada
Purushottam Shriram and
Arjuna were born. Today man-
ners, morals, and values are
being lost from the same land.
Sanskar takes us to the heights
of success. When we forget our
ideals, culture, and purpose,
then only failures come into our
hands. The bitter truth is that
today's youth do not know about
values, ideals, and principles. If
we think honestly, then there is
no one else who is spreading im-
morality and rudeness but we
are. We have to take steps to
save them as well. Give good
manners and education to your
children. A child is like a blank
paper, it is our duty to write a
note of culture, moral values,
and manners on that blank
paper. There is still time and
from today itself we have to take
an oath that instead of blaming
the youth, we should teach val-
ues, morals, and manners to the
children. Today the focus is on
wealth, modern luxuries, and
sensual pleasures, with a focus
on the end rather than the
means.

Reasonable means are not
given importance to achieve
these means, due to which
moral values are neglected.
This leads to crony capitalism,

scams, crime, and growing in-
equality in society. The narrow
notion of a good life, being
against Gandhian principles, is
leading to the Gandhian 7 Social
Sins, which can cause serious
harm to society. For example,
black money and tax evasion - a
result of 'money without work',
similarly the bombing of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki - re-
flects 'science without humani-
ty'. Dissatisfaction, alienation,
disturbance, agitation, inequali-
ty, disharmony, anarchy, lack of
ideals, injustice, tyranny, humil-
iation, failure, depression, in-
stability, uncertainty, struggle,
and violence… all these sur-
round our lives today.
Communalism, ethnicity, lin-
guism, regionalism, and vio-
lence in the individual and the
society is the responsible rea-
son behind the narrow ill feel-
ings and problems.

If the elements of morality
are not sufficiently available in
the children's environment,
then the elements which will be
dominant in the environment
will become a part of life. That
is why it is said that values are
not taught, they are acquired.
To address the crisis of moral
values, there is a need to pro-
mote a holistic vision of the
good life. To find the true mean-
ing of life, Buddha left his home
and wealth. One can learn the
values of truthfulness, right-
eousness, honesty, and compas-
sion from the lives of Raja
Harishchandra, Mahatma
Gandhi, and Dr. Kalam.
Emphasizing the broad dimen-
sions of moral values can en-
sure the long-term well-being of
individuals in particular and so-
ciety as a whole.

(Writer is a Poet, freelance
journalist, and columnist,

All India Radio and TV pan-
elist. Views are personal)

Chronicle
C E N T R A L

Established  1974  Volume  48  No. 160

Bhopal Gas Tragedy:
A Hard-Fought Battle

The Bhopal Gas Tragedy is a
tragic event that had a pro-
found impact on the lives of
thousands of people, and it is
regrettable that it took so long
to reach a final conclusion.
However, it is important to
note that the legal process can
be complex, and it often takes
time to resolve complicated
cases like this. While the
court's decision to reject the
curative petition filed by the
government may seem harsh,
it is based on a careful exami-
nation of the facts and legal
principles involved. The court's
observations about the govern-
ment's negligence and failure
to take out relevant insurance
policies are a reminder of the
importance of corporate re-
sponsibility and accountability.
It is also worth noting that the
Bhopal Gas Tragedy was not
just a legal issue, but also a
human tragedy that had far-
reaching social and environ-
mental consequences. While
the legal process can provide
some measure of closure and
compensation, it cannot undo
the damage that has already
been done. While the Bhopal
Gas Tragedy case may be a tes-
tament to the slow pace of jus-
tice, it also highlights the im-
portance of holding corpora-
tions accountable for their ac-
tions and ensuring that victims
are adequately compensated.

YYaasshh  ppaall  RRaallhhaann,,  JJaallaannddhhaarr

Need strong 
agri policy

I am writing to express my
concern over the current state
of agriculture in our country. In
my opinion, there is a dire
need for a strong agriculture
policy that covers all aspects
of the industry, including the
depletion of natural resources,
soil health, and environmental
changes affecting food pro-
duction. It is essential that
farmers, particularly those
with small landholdings, are
encouraged to practice diversi-
fied farming. Many of these
farmers stick to traditional
farming methods of wheat and
paddy due to the assured re-
muneration, but diversifying
their crops could help con-
serve groundwater. Crops like
millets, maize, and barley
could be viable alternatives. To
support these farmers, the
government needs to provide
an assured price mechanism
and purchase system for their
crops. Additionally, the
Department of Agriculture and
research institutions should
collaborate to develop climate-
resilient crop varieties.
Moreover, a strong sale-pur-
chase mechanism policy that
aligns with farmers' needs is
crucial. With proper imple-
mentation, such policies could
help promote sustainable agri-
culture practices and provide
much-needed support to our
farmers.

MMaannoojj  KKuummaarr,,  RRaaiippuurr

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍
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Indian Navy's indigenously built guided missile frigate, INS Sahyadri and fleet tanker, INS Jyoti participated in the third edition of
the multilateral exercise La Perouse conducted in the Indian Ocean Region.

LA PEROUSE EXERCISE

T ensions between the US and Russia have intensi-
fied with the recent crash of a US spy drone into

the Black Sea, marking a dangerous escalation in hostil-
ities amid the one-year-old Ukraine war. The incident
has further hardened battle lines in the West-vs-Russia
conflict, with both sides accusing each other of provo-
cation. The threat of mutual retaliation looms large, and
the possibility of initiating an independent probe into
the drone case and working out a mechanism to pre-
vent recurrence of such happenings appears remote.
According to the US military, two Russian Su-27 jets
carried out a "reckless intercept" of the MQ-9 drone
while it was in international airspace, dumped fuel on it,
and flew in front of it in "unsafe maneuvers." However,
Russia has denied any wrongdoing, stating that the
drone, which was detected near the Crimean peninsula,
crashed after "sharp maneuvering." Russian
Ambassador to the US Anatoly Antonov has alleged that
the UAV deliberately moved towards Russian territory
with its transponders turned off. The direct confronta-
tion between Washington and Moscow comes during a
critical stage of the war. The geopolitical polarization is
so acute that the possibility of defusing the situation
appears remote. The prevailing mistrust and insecurity
have been aggravated by the deal that the US, UK, and
Australia have sealed to create a fleet of nuclear-pow-
ered attack submarines. The move is ostensibly aimed
at ensuring that the strategic Indo-Pacific region re-
mains "free and open," but the objective of countering
China's assertiveness is an open secret. No wonder
Beijing has warned that the three countries are travel-
ling "further down the dangerous and wrong path." This
incident highlights the dangers of escalating tensions
between major powers, particularly at a time when the
world is grappling with multiple crises. In recent years,
there have been several similar incidents involving the
US and China, which have led to heightened tensions
between the two nations. Last month, a Chinese surveil-
lance balloon was shot down by the US after it made an
incursion into American airspace. Tensions were even-
tually reduced, but the incident cast a shadow on the al-
ready strained US-China relations, prompting Secretary
of State Antony Blinken to call off his Beijing trip. The
situation in Ukraine remains precarious, and any escala-
tion of hostilities could have dire consequences not only
for the region but also for the wider world. The onus is
on the major players to exercise restraint and not resort
to provocative moves that could trigger an even more
devastating war than the one dragging on in eastern
Europe. It is essential that diplomatic channels remain
open, and both sides should work towards a peaceful
resolution of the conflict. The recent drone incident in
the Ukraine war underscores the need for greater cau-
tion and restraint from major powers. Any escalation of
tensions could have severe consequences, and it is es-
sential that all sides work towards a peaceful resolution
of the conflict. The world is already grappling with mul-
tiple crises, and a major war could have catastrophic
consequences. The onus is on the major players to exer-
cise restraint and avoid provocative moves that could
trigger a wider conflict.

The modern lifestyle's fixation on a narrow defini-
tion of the good life is undermining multiple moral
values. To tackle this crisis, it's crucial to encourage a
more comprehensive view of what constitutes a ful-
filling existence. Buddha famously abandoned his
riches and household to discover the purpose of life.
We can also draw inspiration from the examples set
by Raja Harishchandra, Mahatma Gandhi, and Dr.
Kalam, who embodied values such as honesty, com-
passion, and uprightness. Prioritizing a wider range
of moral principles can safeguard the long-term pros-
perity of both individuals and society.

Provocative Acts

Humanity is being trampled by the madness of comfort

Kajal Chatterjee

E nglish writer Neville Cardus
had compared scoreboard

with "Ass", but what is statistics
apart from mere compilation of
data registered in scoreboards.
So by drawing inspiration from
that Cardus theory, Statistics can
also be equated to "Ass".
However it gets regularly seen
how statistics are adjudged as
the be-all and end-all of Cricket
and cricketers/teams getting
judged or compared on basis of
such mere compilation of num-
bers.  But a cricketer's worth can
never be necessarily judged by
mere statistics only. If one takes
a glimpse at the statistics of
Madanlal, it will not draw enough
inspiration as such. But those
who used to watch cricket in the
decade of the 1980s can assert
with much conviction that be it
as a batsman bowler or fielder,
Madanlal used to give his best
with heart out with a never-say-
die unconquering attitude. 

Despite not being a specialist
batsman, he used to face the
fearsome battery of Marshal-
Roberts-Holding-Garner with
head hold high despite  equipped

with inferior protective gear
compared to present times.
Same holds true for the likes of
Yashpal Sharma, Roger Binny or
a bit junior to them Chetan
Sharma - - - might not have a
"glorious" statistics, but all used
to possess toughness enough to
get going when the going were
tough. No wonder why barring
Sunil Gavaskar Kapildev
Mohinder Amarnath and Syed
Kirmani ; the Indian first eleven
of the 1983 Prudential Cup was
not made of world-class crick-
eters with glorious statistics to
show off, yet they managed to
beat the mighty West Indies of
Clive Llyod (one of the strongest
teams in the history of interna-
tional cricket) to emerge as
World Champions. In contrast,
the much overhyped team of
Virat Kohli, despite a flood of
cricketers with "enviable" statis-
tics in all departments of the
game, had not managed to win
Test Championship, ODI World
Cup or even the global version of
T20.

Also it gets regularly noted
that many cricketers, possessed
of various sorts of records in
their kitty, hardly excel when the
chips are down. In contrast, the

non-specialist batsman
Wriddhiman Saha regularly used
to shine with the bat and come
up with crucial innings whenever
the team used to find itself in
dire straits - - - remember his
brave innings of 61 not out to
save India from a possible defeat
against New Zealand in Kanpur
Test that too when he was suffer-
ing from unbearable pain of stiff
neck. The Bengal lad might have
been brutally "rewarded" with a
stern declaration by the team
management in crystal clear
terms that he has no future in the
national team due to the pres-
ence of  "very very special"
Rishabh Pant in the mix ; yet the
fact remains that in critical
times, the much-neglected
much-discriminated Saha's bat
used to talk much more effec-
tively than many overhyped
glamorous top order batters of
"glorious" statistics. So statistics
can never be the be-all and end-
all of the game. 

And never can cricketers,
spanning generations, be com-
pared with each other by virtue
of mere statistics as conditions
of the game (nature of pitch,
bowling/ fielding restrictions,
quality of protective gear, fre-

quency of matches,
coaching/training facilities) un-
dergo swift or drastic changes in
successive decades. So with
cricketing environment undergo-
ing significant changes with
time, never can any cricketer of
say 1970-s be compared with
that of 1950-s 1990-s or current
times by latching on mere statis-
tics which can never differenti-
ate between runs scored against
Clive Llyod's West Indies (that
too in Caribbean Islands) and
that against Sri Lanka/
Bangladesh/ Zimbabwe in re-
spective home conditions. In the
same vein, bowling against the
likes of Zaheer Abbas Greg
Chapell Graham Gooch or Vivian
Richards can definitely not be
compared with garnering moun-
tain of wickets against the bat-
ters of much lesser calibre of or-
dinary opposition teams.  In this
context, isn't it naive to debate
whether Bishan Singh Bedi
/Bhagwat Chandra-sekhar is in-
ferior /superior to Anil
Kumble/Ravindra Jadeja just by
having a glimpse at respective
statistics.

Lastly, mere accessibility of
statistics at the click of a mouse
can never make a person more

appreciative of the game.
Previously "uninformed" specta-
tors used to eagerly watch the
home team blocking deliveries
after deliveries to save the Test
on the fifth day wicket and often
used to admonish the batter if he
knocked a boundary by losing
patience. Today in exactly same
situation of the game, I wonder
how many "statistically-enlight-
ened" Indian spectators would
relish the fight between bat and
ball with hardly any boundary
/over boundary in sight and no
DJ/cheergirls in background.
Rather the batters would be
booed on accusation of "boring"
batting. And yes draws can be
enjoyable too depending upon
the overall situation of the
match;  only a poor student of
the game believes that Test
cricket should be about mere
winning or losing ie result - bear-
ing with no provision of
Honorable Draws in its lexicon.
After all many Drawn Test
matches have generated infinite
times more entertainment thrill
and skills in history than several
Indian wins in underprepared
wickets in home soil with the op-
position getting "spinned to
death" within 3-4 days.

Statistics: Neither Be-all Nor End-all of Cricket

I n today's society, it is crucial for women to
achieve financial stability. Financial stability is a

state where a person is able to support themselves
and their dependents without facing financial hard-
ships. This includes having enough savings, invest-
ments, and a steady source of income to cover daily
expenses, emergencies, and long-term goals. 

HHeerree  aarree  ssoommee  rreeaassoonnss  wwhhyy  ffiinnaanncciiaall  
ssttaabbiilliittyy  iiss  iimmppoorrttaanntt  ffoorr  wwoommeenn

IInnddeeppeennddeennccee:: Financial stability gives women the
freedom to make their own choices and live life on
their own terms. It provides them with the power to
make decisions about their careers, education, and
personal life without being dependent on others.

SSaaffeettyy:: Financial stability can also be a means of
protection for women. In situations of abuse, finan-
cial dependence can be a significant obstacle for
women who want to leave their partners. Having fi-
nancial stability can give them the means to escape
an abusive situation and start a new life.

RReettiirreemmeenntt::  Women tend to live longer than men
and often have to rely on their own savings in their
old age. Therefore, it is essential for women to plan
for their retirement and have enough savings to sus-
tain themselves after they retire.

EEqquuaall  ooppppoorrttuunniittiieess:: Financial stability can help
bridge the gender pay gap and create equal opportu-
nities for women. With financial stability, women can
invest in their education, start their own businesses,
and have the means to negotiate for better pay.
Financial stability is not only important for women's
personal growth but also for their safety, security,
and independence. Therefore, it is crucial for women
to take charge of their finances and work towards
achieving financial stability.

Importance of Financial 
Stability for Women

Central Chronicle invites articles, write-ups, and comments on a wide range of
issues for our editorial page. Submissions should be between 800-900 words in
length. In addition, we welcome letters to the editor for this page. While letters

may be edited for clarity, we aim to preserve the integrity of the original message,
and ask that they be kept to around 50-60 words. Submissions can be sent via

email to editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com.

DR. SATYAWAN SAURABH

US-Russia Tensions Amid Ukraine War



MMuummbbaaii,,  MMaarr  1166::  

HDFC Bank, India’s largest
private bank and Flipkart
Wholesale, the omnichannel
B2B platform with an exten-
sive online and offline pres-
ence, of India’s homegrown
Flipkart Group, today
launched an industry-first co-
branded credit card exclusive-
ly for Flipkart Wholesale
members. The credit card will
run on the Diners Club
International® network, part
of the Discover Global
Network, and can be used in
more than 200 countries
around the world where
Diners Club cards are accept-
ed. As part of this collabora-
tion, registered members of
Flipkart Wholesale will be
able to avail of 5% cashback
– an industry-first offer, on
Flipkart Wholesale online

spends. Other benefits include
INR 1,500 worth of activation
cashback, with zero joining
fee, along with additional
cashback on utility bills and
other expenses.  

Through the launch of these
credit cards, we will help
smaller retailers manage their
cash flows better while ensur-
ing that the benefits of digiti-
zation trickle into the entire
B2B ecosystem. 
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BRIEF

Appointment

New Delhi: The gov-
ernment has appoint-
ed Deepak Mohanty
as chairman of
Pension Fund
Regulatory and
Development
Authority (PFRDA).
He replaced Supratim
Bandyopadhyay,
whose term ended in
January. Prior to this,
Mohanty, a former ex-
ecutive director of the
Reserve Bank of India
(RBI), served as a
member of PFRDA.
The central govern-
ment hereby appoints
Deepak Mohanty, for-
mer whole-time mem-
ber, Pension Fund
Regulatory and
Development
Authority (PFRDA), to
the post of chairper-
son, PFRDA,
a government notifi-
cation dated March 14,
2023 said.

Milk production

New Delhi: India’s
milk production rose 5
per cent in 2021-22 to
221.06 million tonnes,
the government said
on Wednesday.
Minister of Fisheries,
Animal Husbandry &
Dairying Parshottam
Rupala on Wednesday
unveiled an annual
publication ‘Basic
Animal Husbandry
Statistics 2022’. The
Minister congratulat-
ed Animal
Husbandry’s Statistics
Division for coming
out with this publica-
tion. He said the book
has become an impor-
tant source of infor-
mation in the field of
livestock, according to
an official statement.
“Total milk produc-
tion in the country
during 2021-22 is 221.06
million tonnes,” the
statement said. In
2021-22, the milk pro-
duction has registered
an annual growth rate
of 5.29 per cent.

Coal stock 

New Delhi: Thermal
power plants moni-
tored by the Central
Electricity Authority
(CEA) had 33.5 mil-
lion tonne of coal
stock as on Sunday,
which was sufficient
to run them for 12
days at 85 per cent ca-
pacity utilisation,
Parliament was in-
formed on Thursday.
This assumes signifi-
cance in view of pro-
jection of an unprece-
dented high demand
of electricity during
this summer.
Electricity demand is
expected to touch 229
GW next month as
per power ministry
estimates.

EXCLUSIVE OFFICE

Truecaller CEO & Co-founder Alan Mamedi speaks as Truecaller India MD Rishit
Jhunjhunwala looks on during the opening of Truecaller’s first exclusive office
space outside of Sweden, in Bengaluru, Thursday, March 16.

Mumbai, Mar 16: 

The economy is likely to
log in a tepid 6 per cent
growth next fiscal, in line
with the consensus esti-
mates, rating agency
Crisil said on Thursday.
The agency also sees the
economy averaging a
growth rate of 6.8 per cent
over the next five fiscals.

Crisil further said it ex-
pects the corporate rev-
enue to log in double-digit
rise again next fiscal. The
National Statistical
Organisation (NSO) had
pencilled in a 7 per cent
growth for the outgoing
fiscal — something most
analysts consider to be an
ambitious number be-
cause for the economy to
close the year with 7 per
cent growth, it will have to
grow at over 4.5 per cent in
the present quarter of fis-
cal 2023, which looks ambi-
tious. In its annul growth

forecast, Crisil chief econ-
omist D K Joshi said a
complex interplay of
geopolitical events, stub-
bornly high inflation —
and sharp rate hikes to
counter that — have
turned the global environ-
ment gloomier. On the do-
mestic front, he said, the
peak impact of the rate
hikes — 250 basis points
since May 2022, which has
pushed interest rates
above pre-Covid levels will
play out more in the next
fiscal. Consumer inflation
is expected to moderate to
5 per cent on average in fis-
cal 2024 from 6.8 per cent
in fiscal 2023, owing to
high-base effect and some
softening of crude and
commodity prices.
However, a good rabi har-
vest would help cool food
inflation, while the slow-
ing economy should mod-
erate core inflation. The
risks to inflation are tilted

upward, given the ongoing
heat wave and the World
M e t e o r o l o g i c a l
Organization’s prediction
that an El Ni o warming
event is likely over the
next couple of months,
Joshi said.

Joining him, Amish
Mehta, the agency’s man-
aging director, said the
country’s medium-term
growth prospects are
healthier. Over the next
five fiscals, “we expect
GDP to grow at 6.8 per cent
annually”, with the next
fiscal delivering 6 per cent,
driven by capital and pro-
ductivity increases.

He further said what is
also good to see is the in-
creasing sustainability
footprint of capex. At pres-
ent, nearly 9 per cent of
the infrastructure and in-
dustrial capex is green.
“We see this number ris-
ing to 15 per cent” by this
fiscal.

Economy likely to log in
a tepid 6 per cent

growth next fiscal: Crisil

New Delhi, Mar 16:

Italian automaker
Automobili Lamborghini
plans to deploy hybrid
technology in its models in
India by the end of 2024 as
the Italian super sports car
maker aims to halve the
emissions from its cars in
the coming years, accord-
ing to a top company exec-
utive. The niche player
also expressed confidence
that the country’s taxation
policy remains consistent
though any tax reductions
will be welcome. The com-
pany currently sells three
models — premium SUV
Urus and two super sports

cars Huracan Tecnica and
Aventador in the country,
with prices starting up-
wards of Rs 3 crore. “The
roadmap for us is that by
the end of 2024 we are
going to hybridise our en-
tire model range. So this
year we will have a first hy-
brid, the new V12, then in
2024 we will have the Urus
hybrid and also a new V10
which is also going to be a
hybrid,” Lamborghini
India Head Sharad
Agarwal told PTI. In 2028,
the company plans to
bring in a fourth model
globally which is going to
be the fully electric model,
he added. “The idea is to

reduce 50 per cent of the
emissions from our cars by
2025,” Agarwal said. The
company will bring in the
upgraded models globally
and then introduce them
in the Indian market as
well. Lamborghini began
its India operations in
2007. Last year, it sold 92
units in India, a growth of
33 per cent over 69 units in
2021. When asked if the
high rate of taxation on
imported cars is affecting
the growth of the luxury
car segment in India,
Agarwal said: “Today, the
market is aligned to the
current tax structure that
we have.

Lamborghini to deploy hybrid tech 
across model range in India by 2024-end

NTPC commissions
green coal plant 

in Varanasi
NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  MMaarr  1166::  State-
owned power giant NTPC has
commissioned first-of-its-kind
commercial green coal project
in Varanasi, which will make
torrefied charcoal from munici-
pal waste. Nearly three years
ago NTPC had planned to make
green coal (torrefied charcoal)
from municipal waste, a com-
pany statement said. NTPC’s
arm NTPC Vidyut Vyapar
Nigam Ltd (NVVNL) had award-
ed the project on an EPC (engi-
neering procurement construc-
tion) basis to Macawber
Beekay, and recently the first
reactor module of 200 tonnes
per day (TPD) capacity green
coal plant was installed and
commissioned for NTPC’s Harit
Koyla (Green Coal) Pariyojna
plant at Ramana in Varanasi, it
stated. The total capacity of
this plant after installation of
all three modules shall be 600
TPD of waste handling capaci-
ty. The plant is built on 20 acres
of land. Torrefied charcoal
(green coal) which is similar to
natural coal can be successful-
ly blended with fuel in thermal
power plants to produce elec-
tricity. The process is environ-
ment-friendly as there is no
burning of waste, it is rather
processed inside the reactor
using Macawber Beekay’s spe-
cialised conversion technology.

New Delhi, Mar 16:

Kotak Mahindra Bank
CEO Uday Kotak said on
Thursday said that with
macro factors turning pos-
itive, India can “navigate
well” the current turmoil
in the global financial
market and stand out.
India, he said, will benefit
from low oil prices in the
international market and
the country’s current ac-
count deficit (CAD) is ex-
pected to decline to below
2 per cent in 2003-24.

The global markets have
roiled over the last week
after two banks in the
United States went belly
up. “Even as the global
turmoil continues in fi-
nancial markets, the
macro factors are turning
better for India. The cur-
rent account deficit looks

below 2.5 per cent in FY 23
and going below 2 per cent
in FY 24. Lower oil helps.
If we walk our talk and
navigate well, India can
stand out in this turbu-
lence,” Kotak tweeted.
Signature Bank, New
York, which lent mostly to
the crypto industry, was
shut down by the regula-
tors on Sunday after there
was a run on their de-
posits.

India can navigate well financial
market turmoil: Uday Kotak

MMuummbbaaii,,  MMaarr  1166::  Himalaya
Wellness Company, a leading
Wellness brand, has
announced the launch of its
latest product, Himalaya
Natural Glow Rose Face Wash.
The launch is supported bythe
#NotFair campaign that it
ranin collaboration with Royal
Challengers Bangalore
(RCB)team in Women’s
Premier League (WPL). During
the first two days of the match,
the RCB players were seen
sporting #NotFair on their
headgears,which sparked
curiosity among viewers.
Followingthat, the headgears
had the message “Himalaya
Rose, Beauty is not equal to
Color”, this generated discus-
sion about the importance of
embracing every skin color and
every face. This reveal was
planned on International
Women’s Day (8th March),

whichalso marked the official
launch of the product. The
#NotFair campaign’s motive is
to debunk beauty myths and
encourage inclusivity. It is to
not onlyhighlight the impor-
tance of embracing all skin
tones but alsocelebrate this
diversity, challenging unfair
beauty standards prevalent in
society. It promotes self-loveby
appreciatingtheindividuality of
every beauty, irrespective of
skin color.

The partnership between
Himalaya and RCB during the
Women’s Premier League
(WPL) is a step towards pro-
moting beauty positivity. The
key message conveyed
through the campaign isthat
“Beauty Has No Color. Every
face has a special glow, and
this individuality of glow
should not only be appreciat-
ed but also celebrated.”

Himalaya Rose Face Wash
celebrates inclusivity

Mumbai, Mar 16: 

Tata Motors, India’s
leading automobile manu-
facturer and the pioneer of
the EV evolution in India,
today proudly announced
that India’s most trusted
and driven EV – the Nexon
EV has successfully en-
tered the India Book of
Records by covering the
‘Fastest’ Kashmir
toKanyakumari drive by
an EV.

The Nexon EV – India’s
number one electric vehi-
cle completed the drive of
4003kms in just 95 hours
and 46 minutes (under 4
days), successfully prov-
ing its ability to undertake
multi-city trips.
Furthermore, this non-
stop drive was also possi-
ble because of the en-
hanced uninterrupted
Public Charging network

present on the Indian
Highways. Having spent a
total of 28 hours resulting
in only 21 stops for fast
charging throughout the
trip, the Nexon EV not
only saved up on time in
the completion of the total
trip but also saved up a
considerable amount on
the cost when compared to
an ICE vehicle.

During the drive, the
Nexon EV, which was driv-

en just like any other car
across challenging ter-
rains and extreme weath-
er conditions, delivered an
average real-world range
of 300+kms with ease.
This beautiful drive was
also enjoyed by the compa-
ny’s very own leadership
team, who drove the
Nexon EV along the land-
scapes of India. In addi-
tion to the ‘Fastest’ K2K
drive by an EV record, the

Nexon EV has created 23
additional records.

Commenting on this re-
markable achievement,
Mr. Shailesh Chandra,
MD, Tata Motors
Passenger Vehicles Ltd
and Tata Passenger
Electric Mobility Ltd.,said,
“The Nexon EV has fur-
ther validated its capabili-
ties by entering the Indian
Book of Records, for the
fastest K2K drive by an EV.
This achievement is a tes-
tament of the enormous
competency of the product
and the availability of a
healthy charging infra-
structure across the coun-
try – further bolstered by
Tata Power’s presence
across the country. There
was a fast charging station
at regular intervals, be-
tween 75 kms -100 kms,
which itself is a great feat
for India’s EV ecosystem.

Nexon EV makes a landmark entry into India Book of Records

New Delhi, Mar 16:

Chief Economic
Advisor V Anantha
Nageswaran on
Thursday said the global
uncertainty has been ris-
ing after the recent devel-
opments in the United
States and governments,
businesses and individu-
als should keep ‘margins
of safety’ in fiscal, corpo-
rate and savings account
planning. He said the
global growth estimates
of the International
Monetary Fund (IMF)
given in January looks
outdated and countries
will have to watch what
the developments in the
US over the last week
would do to confidence,
bank lending growth and

the subsequent chain ef-
fects. Two banks in
America have gone belly
up over the last week.
Signature Bank, New
York, which lent mostly
to crypto industry was
shut down by the regula-
tors on Sunday after
there was a run on their
deposits. Besides, the

failure of Silicon Valley
Bank last week left many
startups, tech companies,
entrepreneurs and VC
funds nervous and jittery.
SVB, the 16th largest
bank in the United
States, was closed on
Friday last by the
California Department of
Financial Protection and
Innovation which later
appointed the FDIC as its
receiver. Speaking at the
Crisil India Outlook sem-
inar, Nageswaran said
uncertainty has been on
a rising trend and has
gone up a few notches in
the last week and this is
something which coun-
tries need to live with,
not only this year but for
the next year and be-
yond.

Global uncertainty rising, need to
maintain ‘margins of safety’: CEA

New Delhi, Mar 16: 

With stock exchanges
freezing shares of its pro-
moters, Patanjali Foods on
Thursday said the move
will not impact the compa-
ny’s operation and it will
start the process of
launching a Follow-On
Public Offering (FPO) in
April to increase the pub-
lic shareholding to 25 per
cent. Stock exchanges NSE
and BSE have frozen the
shares of promoters of
Baba Ramdev-led
Patanjali Group firm
Patanjali Foods, which is a
major edible oil player. In
an interview with PTI,
Ramdev assured his in-
vestors and public share-
holders that there would
be no impact of Patanjali
Foods Ltd’s (PFL) opera-
tion and financial per-

formance and its growth
trajectory will remain in-
tact. “There is no reason
for the investors to worry,”
he said. According to
Ramdev, promoters’
shares are already under
lock-in as per Sebi guide-
lines till April 8, 2023,
which is one year from the
date of listing, and the lat-
est move by stock ex-
changes do not appear to
have a negative impact on

the functioning of PFL. He
further said that PFL is
being operated by
Patanjali group in an
“ideal way” and is taking
care of all factors such as
the expansion of business
and distribution, prof-
itability and performance.
“We will be diluting
around 6 per cent stake.
There are no questions
about that,” he said,
adding the delay was be-
cause the market condi-
tion was not favourable.

When asked about the
time frame, he said: “We
will start the process for
FPO in April, immediately
after finishing the current
financial year.” The
Haridwar-based group has
already “lined up” off-
shore and domestic in-
vestors, who are ready to
invest into the PFL.

Patanjali to bring another FPO for Patanjali Foods;
to start process from April, says Baba Ramdev

HDFC Bank, Flipkart 
Wholesale launch industry-first

co-branded credit card DDeettrrooiitt,,  MMaarr  1155:: Honda is recall-
ing a half-million vehicles in the
U.S. and Canada because the
front seat belts may not latch
properly. The recall covers some
of the the automaker’s top-sell-
ing models including the 2017
through 2020 CR-V, the 2018 and
2019 Accord, the 2018 through
2020 Odyssey and the 2019
Insight. Also included is the
Acura RDX from the 2019 and
2020 model years. Honda says in
documents posted Wednesday

by U.S. safety regulators that
the surface coating on the chan-
nel for the buckle can deterio-
rate over time. The release but-
ton can shrink against the chan-
nel at lower temperatures,
increasing friction and stopping
the buckle from latching. If the
buckle doesn’t latch, a driver or
passenger may not be
restrained in a crash, increasing
the risk of injury. Honda says it
has no reports of injuries caused
by the problem.

Honda recalling 500,000 vehicles
to fix seat belt problem



Chitrangda finds her 
chemistry ‘exceptional’ with

Sara, Vikrant in ‘Gaslight’
Bollywood ac-

tress Chitrangada
Singh, who will be seen

playing the role of Rukmini in the
upcoming web series 'Gaslight',

shared her experience working with
Sara Ali Khan and Vikrant Massey in

the suspense thriller.
The actress is playing the lead char-

acter Misha's (Sara Ali Khan) stepmoth-
er. While Misha is a physically challenged

girl, Rukmini is a mysterious character.
While Chitrangada in the trailer of the web se-

ries apparently looks like a caring mother who wel-
comes her physically challenged stepdaughter, there
are many secrets she seems to be hiding from Misha
about her missing father. On the other hand, Vikrant
Massey is seen as the king's personal assistant.

Sharing her working experience with Sara and Vikrant,
Chitrangada said: "It was absolutely lovely working with
Sara and Vikram. The two have done an abundance of
work in Bollywood and the casting of this film sets you up
for interesting scenes." Chitrangda who made her film
debut with 'Hazaaron Khwaishein Aisi', was also seen in
the comedy movie 'Desi Boys', 'Inkaar', and she was also
appreciated for her role as Latika in the series 'Modern
Love Mumbai' and she was also part of 'Bob Biswas'.

The actress further shared that as a person she, Sara,
and Vikrant are completely different but their on-
screen chemistry looks perfect and makes the plot in-
triguing. "The three of us are very distinct from one
another as people and actors, but together the
chemistry and suspense we were able to build
and create in regard to the plot are honestly
exceptional. You can only expect that we
have had a great time on set," she
added. 'Gaslight' will be streaming
from March 31 on Disney+
Hotstar.

ACROSS
1. Took a cab
5. Memo letters
9. Kindled again
14. Leg front
15. Vex
16. Thrill
17. Laboratory bottle
18. Diva's solo
19. Discourage
20. Arctic animal (2 wds.)
22. Valuable stones

23. Downpours
24. Rough
26. Riddles
29. Conceited
30. Folk wisdom
31. Blabbermouth
35. Luau garland
36. Regards highly
39. Feathery scarf
40. Declared
42. Solidifies
43. Big cat

44. Frighten
47. Snoozing
50. Dickens title beginning (2 wds.)
51. Chowder ingredient
52. Get rid of
56. Cassettes
58. Horrid
59. Scored on serve
60. Happening
61. Supplements
62. Bell sound
63. River mouth
64. Cozy abode
65. Whirlpool

DOWN
1. Invitation inits.
2. Toledo's state
3. Watch face
4. Make bigger
5. "Lawrence of ____"
6. Fire truck alarms
7. Pseudonym
8. Juicy fruit
9. Maroon
10. Classy
11. Tardier
12. List entries
13. Brief
21. Crash into
24. Composed
25. Lubricates
26. Jazz singer ____ Fitzgerald
27. Nays
28. Eye part
29. Neckline shape
31. Koppel or Williams

32. Aid and ____
33. Lounge about
34. Soothe
36. Famed canal
37. Street sign
38. Twice five
41. Helium, e.g.
42. Small bomb
44. Actress Julia ____
45. Least wild
46. Muhammad ____
47. Performed
48. Unpaid toiler
49. Jacket part
50. Similar
52. Equal
53. Amino ____
54. Minister to
55. Jumpy
57. Terminal (abbr.)
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The recently conclud-
ed LFW X FCI event
in Mumbai saw a lot

go Bollywood glamour
both on and off the run-
way. While many say it is a
return to pre pandemic
days, others say that fash-
ion has gone back to a time
in the business when stars
overpowered fashion and
collections were sidelined.

Be that as it may, from
amongst the bevy of beau-
ties at the event, we got a
rare sighting of actress
Parineeti Chopra who
walked the runway for de-
signer Ritika
Mirchandani. Chopra was
a picture of elegance when
she stopped the show, in a
shimmering, white, long,
fitted, skirt with a high slit,
matching bralette teamed
with a structured-shoul-
ders long-sleeved, heavily,
embellished, floor-length
jacket.

The "Fair La Fete" collec-
tion, was a homage to joy-
ful fashion at Lakme
Fashion Week in partner-
ship with FDCI.

Parineeti speaks about
her upcoming project.

Talent or hard work,
what do you think is
stronger our more impor-
tant?

Chopra: Neither of them
can exist without the other,
you could be very talented

but if you don't put in the
work it's going to take you
nowhere and without tal-
ent sometimes you can
work very hard and take
yourself a long way, so I
think they both are inter-
vened and I always believe
they go together.

Any upcoming project
that's very close to your
heart?

Chopra: I recently fin-
ished shooting a film called
Chamkila with Diljeet, di-
rected by Imtiaz and I am
very excited about it, be-
cause it's the first time that
I will be singing in a film.
It's a very important biopic
about the greatest Punjabi
singer of all time and it's
really close to my heart.

What's your take on
fashion?

Chopra: I never really
follow trends as I really
don't understand fashion
as much. I am always a
sneaker and comfort dress-
ing girl and I think I will
continue being that.

What is your go to style
and what makes you
happy when it comes to
fashion?

Chopra: A white t-shirt,
blue shorts and white
sneakers is something
what I would like to wear
at my own wedding. So,
you can imagine how
much I love it.

Parineeti Chopra to sing
her first song for a film

Actress Shriya Saran,
who is known for her
work in films like

'Drishyam' franchise,
'Awarapan', 'Sivaji: The
Boss' and 'RRR', is awaiting
the release of her next film
'Kabzaa'. She recently
shared that her co-actor in
the film Upendra Rao, does
not act like a superstar
when he is on the sets and is
very humble.

Talking about the first
time she shared screen
space with Upendra, Shriya
said: "The first time I met
him, we were shooting for
the song 'Namaami
Namaami'. It's beautifully
choreographed by Chinni
sir. The crew mentioned
that Upendra sir is coming
on set and everyone around
was talking about him.
Suddenly he walked in

while I was learning my
dance steps."She then spoke
about how Upendra graced
the set, in great detail. She
told IMDb: "I turned back
and saw him in his regal
outfit as he is dressed as a
king in the song. He was
smiling even though every-
one around him was very
quiet and serious. He
walked in with a big smile
and was full of laughter. He
is a superstar but doesn't
act like one. He is simply in
love with his film set and
is having a good time. For
him it's really hard to ac-
cept appreciation but
it's very easy for him
to appreciate and
praise others,
and that speaks
volumes about
him."

One of the busiest actors of
the industry right now,

Radhika Madan resumes shoot
of her seventh consecutive
film. However, what makes it
special is that in nine years of
her career and twelve differ-
ent films, Radhika is shooting
in her hometown Delhi for the
first time. Hailing from Delhi,
Radhika left her hometown at
a very young age and has
been making a mark in the
entertainment industry with
diverse, experimental and
impressive performances one
after another. Creating a
record, Radhika shot for and
wrapped six projects last year,
which are slated to release
this year. Hopping on to her
next, the Angrezi Medium
actor began shooting for her
next earlier this year.
Beginning the next schedule of
her film, Radhika Madan has
reached her hometown Delhi
and expressed her happiness
of shooting in her city through
an Insta story. 

Radhika shoots in
her hometown Delhi 

Shriya Saran: Upendra Rao doesn’t
act like the superstar he is

Recently Kubbra Sait revealed
dark and untold chapters of
her life in a book authored

basis her experiences, commending
the actress for shedding her bag-
gage bravely through her book,
Maniesh Paul adored her strength
and courage as he hosted the ac-
tress on his show, The Maniesh
Paul Podcast.

After suffering from the emotion-
al trauma and baggage of physical
abuse at a young age of seventeen at
the hands of her own uncle, Kubbra
Sait finally let herself free by pen-
ning her experiences in her book.
Engaging in a heartfelt conversa-
tion discussing the same along with
other untold stories of her journey,
Kubbra Sait graced ‘The Maniesh
Paul Podcast’.

Maniesh revealed he had goose-
bumps on reading Kubbra’s dread-
ful incident of being molested by
her uncle in the short insight post-
ed by the actor and host on his so-
cial media. Sharing the glimpse
into the episode, Maniesh Paul said,

“AND SHE IS STRONG AND
HOW!!! You can’t miss this
episode!!”

Hailed for his deep and insightful
conversations with people from dif-
ferent walks of life, Maniesh Paul
has unfolded the unknown aspects
of various  personalities through
his show ‘The Maniesh Paul
Podcast’.

Earlier, Maniesh has hosted
many eminent names on his show
including Govinda, Anu Malik,
Rajpal Yadav, Gulshan Grover,
Geeta Kapoor, Prajakta Koli, Bharti
Singh, Krushna Abhishek amongst
others, in fact, the podcast has
proven instrumental in resolving
the ages-old rift between Govinda
and his nephew Krushna.

On the work front, Maniesh Paul
has been on an award winning
spree for his much-loved and appre-
ciated performance in Jugjugg
Jeeyo and is currently gearing for
his digital debut as the lead for an
interesting web show that presents
him in an all new avatar.

Maniesh Paul lauds Kubbra’s strength and courage

Sony SAB's Pushpa
Impossible is the
story of Pushpa, who

with her cheery disposi-
tion, optimistic mindset,
and unique approach to-
ward life, has captured our
hearts. Recently, in the
show, the viewers wit-
nessed a thrilling plot
wherein Pushpa (Karuna
Pandey) and Devi
(Urvashi Dholakia) did
everything they could to
rescue their daughters
from the evil hands of the
kidnappers. On the other
hand, the mastermind be-
hind the kidnapping, Dilip
Patel (Jayesh More) who is
also Pushpa’s ex-husband
has begun plotting anoth-
er evil plan against
Pushpa, and uses his and
Pushpa’s daughter, Raashi
as a victim. While every-

one has indulged in the
festival of colors, he in dis-
guise goes and meets

Raashi to greet her.
Everyone in the chawl is

happy and celebrating
Holi as with Devi’s help
Pushpa, Raashi and
Roshni were rescued from
the kidnappers. Dilip on
the other hand decides to
use Raashi, his own
daughter, as a pawn in his
evil plan to take revenge
against Pushpa.

Will Pushpa find out
about Dilip’s evil plan?

Karuna Pandey, who
plays the role of Pushpa
Patel, said, “Pushpa as a
character, never gives up
no matter what situations
life puts her in. Though
Pushpa has just dealt with
such a huge occurrence in
her life, there is no stop-
ping to the evil plans that
her ex-husband is plotting
against her.

Will Pushpa be able to safeguard her family ?

Actress Kangana
Ranaut has claimed

that the info-based web-
site Wikipedia has been
"totally hijacked by
Leftists" as the informa-
tion about her birthday
and background is
"warped".

Kangana took to
Instagram stories and
said that her birthday
falls on March 23 and not
the given date on the web-
site which states it is on
March 20.

The actress wrote:
"Wikipedia is totally hi-
jacked by leftists, most of
the information about me
like my birthday or my
height or background is
totally wrong ... no mat-
ter how much we try to
rectify it, it's warped
again..."

She added: "Anyway
many radio channels,
fans clubs, and well wish-
ers start to send birthday
greetings on 20th
March..."

Kangana says Wikipedia is ‘hijacked by
Leftists’ as info about her is wrong
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Mumbai, Mar 16 (PTI):

Star all-rounder Hardik
Pandya's leadership skills
and India's overall World
Cup preparedness will be
under focus when the
home side begin their
three-match ODI series
against Australia here on
Friday.

Pandya will captain the
Indian team in the absence
of regular skipper Rohit
Sharma, who is unavail-
able for the first ODI at the
Wankhede Stadium due to
family commitments.

The day-night match
will be Pandya's first as
captain in an ODI, though
he is the the regular India
skipper in the T20 format.
He is also the designated
vice-captain for the ODI se-
ries. Collectively as a team,
the focus will shift from
winning the four-match
Test series for the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy and
qualifying for the World
Test Championships final
in June against the same
opponents -- Australia -- to
starting preparations for
the 50-over World Cup the
country is hosting later
this year.

Keeping in mind that
India had won the title the
last time the country host-
ed the tournament -- with

MS Dhoni's team winning
the trophy in 2011 -- similar
expectations will be from
Sharma and company.

The expectations will be
particularly high because
the Indian team is a differ-
ent beast in any format
while playing at home.
Moreover, the unwanted
record of not doing well
enough in the knockout
matches of the ICC hound-
ing this group of players,

the team will be desperate
to turn things around.

India will also look to
make the most of the in-
credible start they have
had in ODIs at home this
year, winning all six
matches in total -- against
Sri Lanka and New
Zealand in two separate se-
ries. The Indians will be
wary of the fact that the
five-time World Cup win-
ners Australia have
enough firepower in their
ranks to pull off wins, de-

spite the absence of regu-
lar captain Pat Cummins
who has decided to be with
his family after the passing
of her mother.

Cummins' absence will
be felt by the visiting team
as it also looks to finalise
its preparations for the
World Cup in October-
November this year.

Like he did in the last
two matches of the Test se-
ries, the wily Steve Smith
will lead Australia in the
ODI series as well.

New Delhi, Mar 16 (PTI):

Ace Indian boxer
Nikhat Zareen started
the defence of her title
with an emphatic RSC
(referee stops contest)
win over Anakhanim
Ismayilova in the open-
ing round of the
Women's World
Championships here on
Thursday.

The tournament start-
ed with home favourite
Nikhat's bout and the
pugilist did not disap-
point. Competing in the
50kg category, the 2022
Commonwealth Games
gold medallist took her
time to judge her oppo-
nent, but once she fig-

ured out the Azerbaijan
boxer's game, there was
no stopping her. Nikhat,
who is unseeded despite
being the reigning cham-
pion, was at her aggres-
sive best as she landed a
flurry of combination
punches on her oppo-
nent.

Such was the Indian's
domination that the ref-
eree had to give
Ismayilova the 'count'
thrice before stopping the
contest in the second
round. On being unseed-
ed, Nikhat said, "It's not a
problem. That's the thing
about draws, anyone can
get any seeding. It doesn't
matter but my draw is
good, as the competition

goes on I'll get tough op-
ponents."

Nikhat will next face
top seed, 2022 African
champion Roumaysa
Boualam, in the round of
32.

"I know that boxer but I
haven't played against
her. I'm happy that India's
first bout started with me
and hopefully, I will only
end it." Sakshi (52kg) ad-
vanced to the pre-quar-
terfinals with a 5-0 unani-
mous decision win over
Colombia's Martinez
Maria Jose in the first
round. Debutant Sakshi
and Jose indulged in a
fast-paced bout, where
the Indian jabbed her
way through.

New Delhi, Mar 16 (PTI):

The Indian men's hock-
ey team jumped two places
to fourth in the latest FIH
rankings on the back of its
rare back-back-wins
against world champions
Germany and Australia in
the Pro League matches in
Rourkela.

Significantly, India
moved ahead of hockey
powerhouse Australia,
who dropped one place to
fifth.

Germany, who were on
top spot after winning
World Cup title in Odisha
in January, also slipped
two places to third spot
after losing back-to-back
matches to India.

India won all their four
matches -- two each
against Germany and
Australia -- in their FIH
Pro League matches
played at the Birsa Munda
Stadium, the world's
largest all-seater venue.

This is less than two
months after India made a
shocking last 16 exit in the
World Cup held here and
in Bhubaneswar in
January.

India won both the dou-
ble-legged matches against
Germany 3-2 and 6-3 while
they beat Australia 5-4 and
4-3 in penalty shootout
(after 2-2 in regulation
time) in the first and sec-
ond games.

Kigali, Rwanda, Mar 16 (AP):

Gianni Infantino was re-
elected FIFA president by
acclaim on Thursday
through 2027, after suggest-
ing the financial results
under his leadership would
keep an industry CEO in the
job for life.

Infantino had no election
opponent and won by ac-
claim instead of a formal
vote by the congress of 211
member federations whose
basic annual funding from
FIFA has risen from 250,000
to 2 million since his first
win in 2016. FIFA had 4 bil-

lion reserves after the World
Cup in Qatar finished in
December. It has conserva-
tively forecast record rev-
enue of at least 11 billion
through the men's 2026
World Cup being hosted in
North America.

"If a CEO tells the stake-
holders that the products
were multiplied by seven I
believe that they would keep
that CEO forever," Infantino
told FIFA members.

"They would love for this
story to keep on going. "But I
am here for a four-year cycle
only," said Infantino, whose
presidency can eventually
run for 15 years through
2031.

The Swiss lawyer was
first elected in 2016 with
FIFA in crisis after a sweep-
ing United States federal in-
vestigation of corruption re-
moved a swath of soccer of-
ficials in the Americas. The
fallout also removed veteran
FIFA president Sepp Blatter
from office within months of
being re-elected.

New Delhi, Mar 16 (PTI):

Star India batter Virat
Kohli has opened up on his
decision to step down as
skipper of Royal
Challengers Bangalore after
2021 season, saying he had
no "belief" and his "tank was
absolutely empty" towards
the end of his IPL captaincy
tenure.

RCB had a horror run in
2019 when they lost six
games in a row to eventu-
ally finish at the bottom of
the IPL table. They were
wooden spooners in the 2017
edition as well.

Kohli quit as RCB captain
after the 2021 season with
South Africa's Faf du
Plessis taking over the
reins. "The time when my
captaincy tenure was com-
ing to an end here, I was left
with no belief, to be very
honest. I was gone, the tank
was absolutely empty,"
Kohli said during his moti-
vational speech to the RCB

women's team ahead of
their clash against UP

Warriorz in the WPL on
Wednesday. "But that was
my own perspective, that
was me just an individual
saying that I have seen so
much of this, I can't just
manage it, handle it any-
more." RCB hade made it to
the playoffs in the 2020 edi-
tion for the first time since
2016 season and also

reached the knockouts in
the next two editions.

"But the next season,
new people came in, they
had new ideas, there was an
another opportunity. They
were excited, may be as an
individual I wasn't that ex-
cited. But they created the
energy and we reached the
playoffs three years in a
row," Kohli said. "Now we
start every season with the
excitement that was before
and I feel excited now, the
person who was not up to
the mark. So it is a colective
responsibility, if someone is
feeling down as well, the
others can pull them up."

Madrid, Mar 16 (AP):

There was no historic
comeback for Liverpool. Real
Madrid's title defense in the
Champions League rolls into
the quarterfinals.

Liverpool never re-
ally came close
to overcoming
its three-goal
deficit from the
first leg against the titlehold-
ers at the Santiago Bernab u
Stadium on Wednesday, los-
ing 1-0 to end its hopes of an-
other run to the final.

Karim Benzema scored
late and Madrid advanced to
the last eight for the third
straight season with a 6-2 ag-
gregate score following a 5-2
win from the first leg in
England, when it rallied
from two goals down early in
the first half.

Liverpool was trying to
pull off something never
done before in the
Champions League erase a
three-goal loss as a visitor.
Only five times the team that

lost at home rallied in the
second leg in Europe's top
club competition. "You need-

ed a special performance and
we didn't show a special per-
formance," Liverpool manag-
er Jurgen Klopp said. "In mo-
ments, it was a good per-
formance, but Real Madrid

was the team in control
the whole game.
Madrid was the
better team and de-

served to advance."
The only time Madrid

failed to advance in the
Champions League after
winning the first leg on the
road was in 2019, when it was
eliminated by Ajax in the
round of 16. It had won six of
its last seven matches
against Liverpool in the tour-
nament, drawing another.

New Delhi, Mar 16 (PTI):

Veteran Australia batter David
Warner was on Thursday
named as captain of Delhi
Capitals for the upcoming
Indian Premier League (IPL)
season in the absence of
Rishabh Pant, who is currently
undergoing rehabilitation after
a car crash.
India all-rounder Axar Patel
will be the vice-captain of the
Delhi team, a role he per-
formed last year also.
IPL 2023 begins on March 31.
DC also announced former
India captain and Ex BCCI
chief Sourav Ganguly as the
franchise's Director of Cricket.
Ganguly has been associated

with Delhi Capitals in the past
too, in the role of mentor, dur-
ing the 2019 season.
"Rishabh has been a terrific
leader for Delhi Capitals, and
we're all going to miss having
him around. I would like to
thank the management for the
faith and trust they've always
shown in me," Warner said in
a release. "This franchise has

always been home for me,
and I couldn't be more
excited to lead such a

supremely talented bunch of
players. I can't wait to meet
them all, and get cracking!"
The naming of Warner as DC
captain was on expected lines
after Pant -- who led the team
from 2021 season -- met with a
horrific car accident in late
December and successfully
underwent a knee ligament tear
surgery in Mumbai.
Warner is currently in India for
Australia's ODI leg of the tour
which begins in Mumbai on
Friday. He is one of IPL's most
prolific batters with 5881 runs
from 162 matches in the 13 sea-
sons that he has featured since
2009. He has an average of
42.01, strike rate of 140.69 and
has hit four hundreds and 55
fifties. Warner began his IPL
stint with the Delhi franchise in
2009 -- when it was Delhi
Daredevils then -- and remained
part of the team till 2013. 

Indian Wells, Mar 16 (AP):

Frances Tiafoe defeated
10th-seeded Cameron
Norrie 6-4, 6-4 to reach the
semifinals of the BNP
Paribas Open.

The 14th-seeded
American ended the 2021
champion's eight-match
winning streak to earn his
first semi berth in a
Masters 1000 tournament.

"Super happy about
today," Tiafoe said on court.
"I've been playing really

well all week. Let's keep it
going."

Tiafoe hit 22 winners and
had just nine unforced er-
rors. He punctuated the vic-
tory, which was briefly in-
terrupted by rain, by serv-
ing a love game.

"I played really quick, re-
ally close to the baseline
and I was pressuring him a
lot," Tiafoe said. "I didn't
allow him to extend points
and I was being super ac-
tive with my feet, being re-
ally aggressive." Tiafoe has-
n't dropped a set in four
matches during the tourna-
ment. Next, he'll play No. 5
Daniil Medvedev, who beat
Alejandro Davidovich
Fokina 6-3, 7-5. Medvedev
won his 18th consecutive
match and improved to 23-2
this year. He hurt his right
ankle in a three-set win
over Alexander Zverev a
day earlier. "When I
warmed up it was hurting
pretty bad," Medvedev said.
"But I knew I was going to
play." But his woes weren't
over. He fell on the court
and opened a cut on his
thumb in the sixth game of
the second set. The cut was
bandaged during a medical
timeout.

Medvedev broke
Davidovich Fokina at love
to go up 6-5 before serving
out the victory. Medvedev
won 12 of the last 14 points.

1st ODI: Hardik faces 
leadership test vs Australia

Mohammed Siraj, Suryakumar Yadav and Yuzvendra Chahal of India during a practice session ahead
of the ODI cricket series against Australia at the Wankhede Stadium in Mumbai.

Match starts: 1:30pm IST.

Indian men’s
hockey team

climb to No. 4 in
world rankings

Boxing Worlds: Nikhat
opens with scintillating win

India's Nikhat
Zareen (red)

lands a punch
on Azerbaijan's

Anakhanim
Ismayilova

during 48kg-
50kg (Light
Flyweight) 
category

Round of 64
match at the

2023 IBA
Women’s

World Boxing
Championship,
in New Delhi,

Thursday.

Real Madrid beats Liverpool to
reach Champions League QF

Real Madrid's French 
forward Karim Benzema 

celebrates after scoring his
team's first goal during the

UEFA Champions League
last 16 second leg football

match between Real Madrid
CF and Liverpool FC.

Gianni Infantino re-elected
FIFA president by acclaim

When Virat Kohli had no
belief and ‘tank was empty’

David Warner named
Delhi Capitals captain for

this IPL season

Tiafoe, Medvedev reach
Indian Wells semifinals

Frances Tiafoe of the United
States celebrates against
Cameron Norrie of Great

Britain during the BNP Paribas
Open at the Indian Wells

Tennis Garden on March 16 in
Indian Wells, California. 
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Court extends ED custody of businessman Pillai 

New Delhi, Mar 16 (PTI):

A city court on
Thursday extended
by four days the ED
custody of
Hyderabad-based
businessman Arun

Ramchandra Pillai, an al-
leged frontman for the
liquor cartel 'South Group'
arrested in a money laun-
dering case related to the
Delhi excise policy case.

The Enforcement
Directorate has claimed
Pillai is a close aide of
Bharat Rashtra Samithi
(BRS) MLC and

Telangana Chief Minister
K Chandrasekhar Rao's
daughter K Kavitha.

The ED has accused the
cartel of having paid
around Rs 100 crore as
kickbacks to the ruling
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
to gain a larger share of
the liquor market in the
national capital under
the now-scrapped Delhi
excise policy for 2020-21.

Special Judge M K
Nagapal extended
Pillai's custodial re-
mand by four days till
March 20 on a prayer by
the federal anti-money
laundering agency
which has sought exten-
sion of his custody by
five days.

The judge noted the
central agency's submis-
sion that following
Pillai's confrontation

with Hyderabad-based
chartered accountant
Butchibabu Gorantla on
Wednesday, some new de-
tails have come up and
that Gorantla has been
summoned again for fur-
ther confrontation on
Friday.

Kochi, Mar 16 (PTI): 

President Droupadi
Murmu on Thursday
urged Indian Navy person-
nel to keep themselves up-
dated on technological ad-
vancements as well as the
changing operational dy-
namics of the maritime
domain, as having a strong
and modern Navy was
paramount to protecting
the country's long coast-
line. The Supreme
Commander of the Armed
Forces said India's naval
strength was critical to the
country's strategic, mili-
tary, economic, and com-
mercial interests.

She was speaking after
presenting the President's
Colour -- the highest hon-
our that can be bestowed

upon any military unit of
India -- to INS
Dronacharya, a premier
Gunnery training insti-
tute of the Indian Navy

here. The award was pre-
sented in recognition of
the exceptional service
that the INS Dronacharya
rendered to the nation,

both in war and peace.
Lauding the institute for
being a training establish-
ment of international re-
pute and a centre for excel-
lence in gunnery and mis-
sile warfare, the President
said she was happy to note
that personnel from para-
military and police forces
have also been trained at
INS Dronacharya.

"In addition, the insti-
tute has fostered India's vi-
sion for a secure maritime
region by training officers
and sailors of our friendly
countries as well," she
said. This was her second
visit to a Navy establish-
ment as the President of
India, after she took part
in Navy Day celebrations
at Visakhapatnam with
the sailors there.

New Delhi, Mar 16 (PTI): 

The Central Bureau of
Investigation on Thursday
assured the Delhi High
Court it will not arrest
Bihar Deputy Chief
Minister Tejashwi Yadav
this month, after which
the politician agreed he
will appear before the
probe agency on March 25
for questioning in connec-
tion with a case related to
the alleged land-for-jobs
scam.

Justice Dinesh Kumar
Sharma recorded the CBI
counsel's statement that
the agency was not con-
templating to arrest
Tejashwi Yadav this
month. Following the as-
surance, senior advocate

Maninder Singh, repre-
senting Tejashwi Yadav,
submitted to the court that
the leader will appear on
March 25 before the inves-
tigating officer at CBI
headquarters in Delhi at
10:30 am.

Noting the submissions
of both the sides, the high
court disposed of the peti-
tion in which Tejashwi
Yadav has sought quash-
ing of summons issued to
him by the CBI for appear-
ing before it in Delhi.

RJD supremo and for-
mer Bihar Chief Minister
Lalu Prasad Yadav's son
Tejashwi in his plea said
he has requested the in-
vestigating officer
through multiple letters to
allow him some time as

the current Bihar assem-
bly session will conclude
on April 5.

Tejashwi Yadav's
lawyer said three sum-
mons have been issued to
him since February and
he has requested the

agency that till the budget
sessions is going on, ei-
ther he be allowed to ap-
pear in the CBI office in
Patna or if any informa-
tion or documents are re-
quired from his side then
he shall provide the same

through his authorised
representative in New
Delhi.

He said one of the co-ac-
cused was called for ques-
tioning to CBI's Delhi of-
fice but was arrested. "My
apprehension is they will
do the same thing to me.
Their endeavour is that I
come here and they arrest
me," the senior lawyer
said on behalf of
Tejashwi Yadav, who
holds four portfolios in
the Bihar government.

To this, CBI's counsel D
P Singh said the house
does not assemble on
Saturdays and Tejashwi
Yadav can appear before
the agency on any
Saturday this month as
per his convenience.
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Workers carrying baskets pluck tea leaves, at Numaligarh Golaghat Tea Estate in
Sivasagar district, Thursday.

TEA HARVESTING LAND-FOR-JOBS-SCAM

Tejashwi Yadav to appear before CBI on Mar 25

‘Keep updated with latest tech advancements’
PREZ TO NAVY PERSONNEL

President Droupadi Murmu being accorded a Guard of
Honour on her visit to Kochi, Thursday.
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Businessman Arun Ramachandra Pillai, accused in Delhi
liquor policy case, at the Enforcement Directorate (ED) of-
fice in New Delhi, Thursday.
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Oath
AAggaarrttaallaa:: Altogether 44
newly elected MLAs of
Tripura assembly took oath
on Thursday. They were
sworn in as Protem
Speaker Binoy Bhusan Das
at a ceremony on the
assembly premises. Thirty
MLAs of BJP including
Chief Minister Manik Saha,
its ally IPFT's lone member
Sukla Charan Noatia, and
11 lawmakers of CPI(M)
including its state secre-
tary Jitendra Chaudhury
took oath as MLAs.

Collision
AAkkoollaa:: Three persons
including a couple were
killed in a collision
between two motorcycles
in Maharashtra's Akola
district on Thursday after-
noon, police said. The
incident took place near
Wai village on Akot-
Anjangaon road around 1
pm, said inspector Nitin
Deshmukh of Akot rural
police station.

BRIEF

India-based American dancer
Lauren Gottlieb, who performed
on the song 'Naatu Naatu' at the
95th Academy Awards ceremony. 

New Delhi, Mar 16 (PTI): 

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Thursday al-
leged the whole "tamasha"
around his remarks in the
UK has been created by the
government to divert at-
tention from the Adani
issue and asserted it is a
"test of Indian democracy"
as to whether he would be
allowed to respond to the
allegations by the BJP in
Parliament.

Addressing a press con-
ference at the AICC head-
quarters here, Gandhi said
the question before the

country is that whether
after four BJP leaders have
made allegations about a
member of Parliament,
that person would be given
the same space as them or
he be "going to be told to
shut up". In an apparent
reference to the controver-
sy over his remarks in the
UK, Gandhi said this
whole thing is about dis-
traction, and claimed that
the government and
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi are "scared" over the
Adani issue and that is
why they have "prepared
this whole tamasha".

Gandhi on Thursday ar-
rived in Parliament House
after his return from
abroad and met Speaker
Om Birla urging him to
allow him to speak in Lok
Sabha. "I went to
Parliament this morning
with the idea of putting
(forward) what I have said
or what I feel on the floor
of the House. Four minis-
ters have raised allega-
tions against me in
Parliament House, it is my
right to be allowed to
speak on the floor of the
House," the former
Congress chief said.

Itanagar, Mar 16 (PTI): 

Two pilots on board a
Cheetah helicopter of the
Army were killed when it
crashed near Mandala in
West Kameng district of
Arunachal Pradesh on
Thursday morning, a de-
fence spokesperson said.

The deceased officers
have been identified as Lt
Colonel VVB Reddy and
his co-pilot Major Jayanth
A, he said.

Defence spokesperson
Lt Colonel Mahendra
Rawat said in Guwahati
that the helicopter was on
an operational sortie from
Missamari in Assam's
Sonitpur district to
Tawang in Arunachal
Pradesh. The flight en-

countered "inconducive
weather" and was return-
ing to Missamari when it
crashed, he said. "The heli-
copter lost contact with
Air Traffic Control (ATC)

around 9.15 am. Five
search parties of the
Indian Army, SSB and
ITBP were immediately
launched. The wreckage of
the aircraft was found
near Banglajaap east vil-
lage of Mandala," Rawat
said.

"A Court of Inquiry is
ordered to ascertain the
cause of the accident," he
added.

Rohit Rajbir Singh, the
superintendent of police,
Special Investigation Cell
(SIC), said villagers had
found the crashed chopper
ablaze in Dirang, and in-
formed district officials.

"Villagers from
Bangjalep at Dirang locat-
ed the chopper around
12.30 pm," Singh said.

New Delhi, Mar 16 (PTI): 

Delhi's jailed former
deputy chief minister
Manish Sisodia has been
booked by the CBI in a
new case related to alleged
misuse of official position
and financial impropriety
in the government's
Feedback Unit (FBU)
which was also used for
"political snooping", offi-
cials said Thursday.

Already arrested by the
CBI in the excise policy
case and at present in the
custody of the
Enforcement Directorate,
the woes of 51-year-old
Sisodia aggravated after
the agency registered a
fresh case against him and

five others on Tuesday for
alleged criminal conspira-
cy, criminal breach of
trust, forgery and under
provisions of the
Prevention of Corruption
Act, they said.

The agency booked
Sisodia, a 1992-batch IRS

officer Sukesh Kumar
Jain who was then secre-
tary of vigilance, retired
CISF DIG Rakesh Kumar
Sinha who was working as
special advisor to Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal
and joint director in the
Feedback Unit, they said.

Besides, former joint
deputy director of
Intelligence Bureau
Pradeep Kumar Punj, who
was working as deputy di-
rector of the Feedback
Unit, retired assistant
commandant of CISF
Satish Khetrapal who was
working as feedback offi-
cer, and Gopal Mohan, ad-
visor, anti-corruption, to
Kejriwal were also booked
in the case, officials said.

Sukma, Mar 16: 

A woman Naxalite car-
rying a reward of Rs 5
lakh on her head surren-
dered before security
forces in Sukma district
on Thursday, police said.

The Naxalite, Santo
alias Rame, was im-
pressed by the state gov-
ernment's rehabilitation
policy for surrendered
Maoists and district po-
lice's 'Puna Narkom'
('new dawn' in the Gondi
language) campaign and
hence decided to quit the
armed movement, Sukma
Superintendent of Police
Sunil Sharma said.

Under the 'Puna
Narkom' campaign, secu-
rity forces try to wean

Naxalites away from the
path of violence and
bring them into the na-
tional mainstream.

Rame, who carried a re-
ward of Rs 5 lakh on her
head, was a commander
of the Aamdai Local
Guerrilla Squad (LGS)
and also a member in the
Aamdai Area Committee
under the East Bastar di-
vision of Maoists, he
said.

She joined the Maoist
movement in 2003 and
was involved in several
Naxalite-related inci-
dents in Narayanpur and
Kondagaon districts of
the state, Sharma said.

She will be rehabilitat-
ed as per the state govern-
ment's policy, he said.

New Delhi, Mar 16:

With Covid cases rising, par-
ticularly in six states, the
Centre has written to them
saying they should focus on
controlling the sudden
increase in the viral infection.
The Union Health Secretary on
Wednesday wrote to
Maharashtra, Gujarat,
Telangana, Tamil Nadu, Kerala,
and Karnataka asking them to
stress on testing, treating,
tracking, and vaccination.
"There are few states which
are reporting higher number
of cases indicating possible
localised spread of infection
and there is a need to follow a
risk assessment-based

approach to prevent & contain
the infection, without losing
the gains made so far in the
fight against the pandemic,"
the letter said.
More than 700 Covid cases
were recorded in a day after a
gap of over four months, tak-
ing the active caseload to
4,623, according to Union
Health Ministry data updated
on Thursday morning.
The country had recorded 734
cases on November 12 last
year. "It is essential that the
state must maintain a strict
watch and take pre-emptive
action if required in any areas
of concern to control emerg-
ing spread of infection," the
letter said.

TEST OF DEMOCRACY

‘Will I be allowed to reply’

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
speaks during a press confer-
ence at AICC headquarters in
New Delhi, Thursday.

Two pilots killed in Army chopper crash

Wreckage of the Cheetah 
helicopter that crashed near

Mandala in West Kameng 
district of Arunachal Pradesh

on Thursday.

RISE IN COVID CASES

Centre writes to 6 states
to contain infection

Woman Naxalite carrying 
Rs 5 lakh reward surrenders 

FEEDBACK UNIT CASE

CBI slaps fresh case on Sisodia



Ministry of Statistics organises quiz competition at Govt VYT College 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 16: National
Statistical Office (Field
Operations Division),
Ministry of Statistics and
Program Implementation,
Government of India,
Raipur in collaboration
with Government VYT
Autonomous PG College,
Durg organised quiz pro-
gramme for college stu-
dents on March 15, 2023 for
spreading awareness
about statistics. The quiz
competition was organ-
ised at Dr Sarvapalli
Radhakrishnaan Hall of
Durg College. The chief
guest of the programme
was Principal-in-charge of
the college Anupama

Asthaana while Roshan
Lal Sahu, Deputy Director
General, National
Statistical Office (Field
Operations Division),
Ministry of Statistics and
Program Implementation
Government of India,
Raipur presided over.

The programme was in-
augurated by the tradi-
tional lamp lighting cere-
mony by the guests. On
this occasion, Head of the
Department of
Economics, Prof AK
Khan, In-charge,
Placement Cell of College
Dr Suchitra Sharma and
Dr Alka Mishra were also
present. George Minz,
Assistant Director,
National Statistical Office
(Field Operations
Division), Raipur wel-
comed the guests. He in-
formed the students about
the career prospects avail-
able in the field of statis-
tics and said that there are

various career opportuni-
ties available in the field of
statistics. Keeping the pos-
sibilities in mind students
should prepare for compet-
itive exams.

Addressing the pro-
gramme, Prof AK Khan,
Department of Economics
said that students should
be aware about statistics
and they should know the
utility of the subject they
read and how it connects

the people. He said now-a-
days data is very impor-
tant and is used in every
field of life. Roshan Lal
Sahu, Deputy Director
General of National
Statistical Office (Field
Operations Division),
Raipur while presiding
over the programme said
that for determining the
country's GDP, data is col-
lected through various
surveys on agriculture, in-

dustry and service sectors.
Also, to know the cur-

rent status of labour and
employment, quarterly
data is collected through
periodic labour force sur-
vey, in which data is cur-
rently being collected on
important topics like
labour force participation,
working population and
unemployment rate. On
the basis of the data ob-
tained through this survey,

efforts are made by the
Central Government to im-
prove these areas, Urban
Frame Survey is also being
conducted. He also advised
the students to find the ca-
reer prospects in the field
of statistics.

The chief guest
Anupama Asthaana,
Principal-in-charge of the
college in her address ap-
preciated NSO (FOD),
Regional Office, Raipur for

conducting such a useful
and beneficial programme
for the students of this col-
lege and said that with this
programme students will
be definitely benefitted
and will be aware about
the statistics. She advised
the students to take maxi-
mum advantage of the
knowledge of the experi-
enced officers of the
National Statistical Office
and get information relat-
ed to the possibilities of
employment for them-
selves.

It is worth mentioning
that the National
Statistical Office (Field
Operations Division),
Ministry of Statistics and
Program Implementation,
Government of India, or-
ganised the program for
college students with the
aim of increasing aware-
ness related to statistics
among the students and
underlining the impor-

tance of statistics in policy
making and planning. A
quiz competition was or-
ganized for Students of
Government VYT
Autonomous P G College,
Durg in which students
participated. Those who
answered correctly were
awarded with prizes and
certificates.

Dr Jagjeet Kaur Salooja,
Dr Alka Mishra and A
Malik, SRO In-charge,
NSO(FOD), Durg also ex-
pressed their views. RK
Srivastava, Senior
Statistical Officer-in-
Charge, National
Statistical Office (Field
Operations Division),
Raipur conducted the quiz
competition. PL Sonwani,
SSO In-charge, along with
Senior Statistical Officers,
CPS Markam, Sujeet
Behera, Vijay Kumar
Rakhonde and other offi-
cers and employees of the
office were also present.

St Thomas College organises career counseling programme
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 16: St
Thomas College in MoU
collaboration with
Government Kamla Devi
Rathi Mahila PG College
Rajnandgaon and Holy
Cross Women's College
Ambikapur organised a
programme on

career counseling. The
resource person of the
event was Sunil Kumar
Suman. The programme

was organised for the
PG students of the de-
partment of all the three
colleges.

Career counseling is
the need of the hour as
students are always in

need of guidance. The
student

must know all the op-
tions available and how
to move forward in their
career using the avail-
able

resources.
The resource person of

the event spoke about
awareness of digital liter-
acy and career literacy.
He

further explained that
in order to achieve career
goals one must know his
or her strengths and

weaknesses. The
speaker stressed that one
has to know oneself and
then set goals. The vari-
ous

methods to explore ca-
reer was also discussed.
The students learned
about the various

strengths and weakness-
es. They also learned
about the national level
portal for skill develop-

ment and job seeking.
Fr Dr Joshi Varghese

addressed the gathering
and motivated the de-
partments organizing
such events for the stu-
dents. Principal Dr MG
Roymon, St Thomas
College appreciated the
program. Principal Dr
Sister Shanta Joseph,
Holy Cross Women's
College Ambikapur sent
her best wishes to all the
students learning from
this program. Principal
Dr Alok Mishra,
Government Kamla Devi
Rathi Mahila PG College,
Rajnandgaon expressed
his desire to conduct
more such programmes

for the students in future.
Dr Debjani Mukherjee,

Head PG Department of
Psychology, St Thomas
College, spoke about
Career Counseling as a
service that helps people
begin, change, or ad-
vance their careers.

Dr Basant Sonber,
Head PG Department of
Psychology Government
KDR Mahila College ad-
dressed

the gathering referring
that finding a fulfilling
career is considered to be
important to mental well-
being. When choosing
the most fitting career or
finding a new job the
services of a career coun-

selor may be helpful. Dr
Mamta Awasthi, Holy
Cross Women's College
Ambikapur spoke

about the programme
that career counseling
helps people assess their
skills, needs, and desires
in

order to find a career
that works for them. This
type of counseling is con-
sidered to be an impor-
tant step to take before
deciding on a permanent
career. Dr Ankita
Deshmukh and Tanmaya
Pattnaik helped in the
smooth functioning of
the program. Dr Sumita
Singh proposed vote of
thanks.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 16:
Employees belonging to
Utilities zone of Bhilai
Steel Plant were awarded
with the 'Pali Shiromani'
and 'Karm Shiromani
Puraskar' on March 14 for
their exemplary work per-
formance under the
'Shiromani Puraskar
Yojana' of Bhilai Steel
Plant.

Pali Shiromani Award
was given to Shriprakash
Nigam, Senior Manager
(ACWE). Karm Shiromani
Award winners included
Kashi Ram Thakur, Chief
MOCT, PLEM, Mahar
Singh Thakur, Chargeman
cum Senior Technician,
WMD, Rama Shankar,
Master Technician, OP-II

and Rajesh Kumar Lucas,
Chief Master Operator
cum Technician CAS N
CWP were felicitated for
their exemplary work.

The function was
presided over by AK Joshi,
CGM (Utilities). In this

function different depart-
ment head SK Chattri, GM
(ACWE), Utpat Dutta, GM
(WMD), Chinmoy Khan,
GM (CAS N CWP) M
Venkatesh Babu, GM
(PLEM) and Mohammad
Nadeem Khan, GM (OP-II),

presented the award win-
ners with a certificate of
merit, memento and ap-
preciation letter for the
spouse of the employee.
The programme was con-
ducted by Personnel Office
of P&E Zone.

Swachhata drive begins in Rajhara Mines
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 16: A
Cleanliness awareness
campaign was launched by
Personnel Department,
Rajhara, on March 16, 2023.
The campaign has been
started to give a concrete
shape to the objective of
"Swachh Bharat Mission".

At the beginning of the
cleanliness awareness
campaign, Cleanliness
Oath was administered by
Vikash Chandra, DGM
(Personnel-IOC) in the
presence of RK Gaharwar,
CGM (Mines). The outline
of the programme was
communicated by Dr JS
Baghel.

The cleanliness cam-
paign started from one end
of the building and ended
at the other end in the
premises of Rajhara
Administrative Building.

RK Gaharwar, CGM
(Mines) said that this cam-
paign should be observed
continuously. Such cam-
paigns leave a deep impact
on the mindset of people
towards cleanliness as the
mind and body remain
healthy with a clean work-
place. RC Behera, GM (I/c),

Vipin Kumar, GM, VK
Srivastava, GM(TSD), S
Raza, DGM (Geo)
Satyendra Kumar, DGM
(Safety & Training),
Chandrabhushan DGM SS
Raghuvanshi, Nitesh
Kshatri, Naresh Sahu
Senior Managers, Dr JS
Baghel from Personnel

Department, Joth Kumar,
Personnel Officer and
Sandhya Rani Verma, RK
Thakur, ALWO, Harakh
Ram, Anil Ghosh, Virso
Dugga contributed in mak-
ing the campaign success-
ful. All participants con-
tributed generously in the
cleanliness drive.

Rs 5.26 lakh cash 
recovered from office;

Patwari suspended

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 16: On the in-
structions of Collector
Pushpendra Kumar
Meena, SDM Laxman
Tiwari conducted a sur-
prise inspection of the

Patwari Office (Halka No
45) in Kohka, Bhilai.

During the inspection,
Rs 5.26 lakh cash was re-
covered in the Patwari's of-
fice. When asked about the
cash, the Patwari was able
to clarify the source of this

money.
After preliminary inves-

tigation, SDM Durg took
immediate action and di-
rected the concerned offi-
cials to issue suspension
order to Patwari
Shatruhan Mishra.

Rs 600 crore of illegal online cricket
betting seized from shell companies 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Mar 16: On
Thursday, SP Dr Abhishek
Pallava chaired a crime re-
view meeting of all the
gazetted officers, police sta-
tion / chowki in-charges of
Durg District. SP reviewed
the progress of pending
cases / death cases / sum-
mons warrant / compensa-
tion cases and complaints.
He discussed all the unre-
solved and pending cases
with all the supervising of-
ficers and police station
and chowki in-charges. He
gave significant instruc-
tions for quick redressal
and reducing pendency.

Durg Police has seized
an amount of Rs 600 crores
mainly from 12 shell com-
panies of online cricket
betting "Mahadev Book"
App. SP instructed for the
early arrest of the direc-
tors of these companies
after lodging 12 new FIRs
under Chit Fund Act. He
further instructed to in-

stall more and more CCTV
cameras in the district for
detection of crime and
criminals. Police will take
help from administration,
BSP, PHQ for installing
CCTV cameras in the main
traffic junctions.

Initiative was taken to
install cameras under
'Intelligent Traffic
Management System'. In
all the police stations
where CCTV cameras are
not installed, instructions
were given by the
Superintendent of Police,
Durg, to install them im-
mediately and if they are

out of order, to get them re-
paired. He asked to consti-
tute a separate team to
keep an eye on social
media. The team would
identify the people flaunt-
ing illegal weapons on so-
cial media posts and regis-
ter cases against them
under the Arms Act to pre-
vent criminal incidents.

The Superintendent of
Police said that there
should be no negligence to-
wards the instructions is-
sued by the police head-
quarters in crimes related
to women. He asked to
trace the missing minor

and take legal action on the
basis of the evidence. He
asked to check the POI of
Dial 112 and reduce the re-
sponse time.

All the gazetted officers
were directed to form po-
lice teams and send them
to other states as per re-
quirement after reviewing
the complaints related to
Chit Fund Company and IT
Act cases along with pend-
ing serious cases related to
crimes against women and
children.

A d d i t i o n a l
Superintendent of Police
(City) Sanjay Dhruv,

Additional Superintendent
of Police (Rural) Anant
Kumar, City
Superintendent of Police
(Durg) Vaibhav Banker,
City Superintendent of
Police (Bhilai Nagar)
Nikhil Rakhecha, Deputy
Superintendent of Police
(Crime) Prabhat Kumar
Jha, City Superintendent
of Police (Chhawani)
Ashish Banchore, Deputy
Superintendent of Police
(Headquarters) Mani
Shankar Chandra, Sub-
Divisional Officer of Police
(Patan) Devansh Singh
Rathore, Sub-Divisional
Officer of Police
(Dhamdha) Sanjay
Pundhir, Deputy
Superintendent of Police
(IUCAW) Shilpa Sahu,
Deputy Superintendent of
Police (Traffic) Satish
Thakur, Deputy
Superintendent of Police
(AJK) Vinod Minj along
with all the police station
in-charges and chowki in-
charges were present.
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Students deliberated
on career prospects
available in the field
of statistics 

Durg Police to take action against directors of 12 shell companies 

BSP employees feted with Pali
Shiromani & Karm Shiromani Award

In association with MoU partner Govt KDR Mahila College & Holy Cross Womens College Ambikapur

Free Eye Camp at OA
Building on Mar 19

BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaarr  1166:: MGM Eye Institute,
Raipur, the renowned eye hospital
of the Chhattisgarh state, in co-
operation with Officers'
Association (OA) Bhilai Steel
Plant, is organizing a free Eye
Check-up camp at Pragati Bhavan
(OA Building), Civic Centre on
March 19, 2023, Sunday. The
camp will start at 10:00 hrs and
close at 16:00 hrs. In addition to
eye check-up by computerised
machine for glasses number and
Cataract Screening & advise, the
highlight of this free eye camp
will be Screening & Diagnosis for
Glaucoma, the silent eye disease
which causes blindness.
Moreover, Retina examination of
those patients, who have BP
sugar will be done in the camp.
Those desirous of availing the
benefit of the eye examination fa-
cility of the well-known MGM Eye
Institute,
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Raipur, Mar 16:

The Principal opposition
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) on Thursday staged
walkout from the proceed-
ings of Chhattisgarh
Legislative Assembly on
the unemployment regis-
tration data with the state
government.

Raising the issue during
Question Hour, the BJP
Legislator Ajay
Chandrakar sought the
number of people regis-
tered at the District

Employment Registration
Offices across Chhattisgarh
and also sought the details
about the Unemployment
status. In his reply, the
Minister for Higher
Education and Employment
Umesh Patel informed that
nearly 18 lakh people are
registered at the
Employment Registration
Offices and added that the

exact number of unemploy-
ment people cannot be told
as the survey are conducted
only for selective samples.

However, the Opposition
BJP members gheraoed the
Treasury bench which re-
sulted in ruckus. To regis-
ter protest against the al-

leged insufficient reply
from the Treasury bench,
the BJP members regis-
tered walkout from the pro-
ceedings. BJP members
were also registering
protest over the claims
made by the state govern-
ment on the CMIE data.

BJP stages walkout over
Employment status data
MLAs allege 
hasty decision 
to introduce
Unemployment
Allowances to youth

RRaaiippuurr:: Chhattisgarh Legislative Assembly Speaker Dr
Charandas Mahant on Thursday directed the Minister for
Higher Education and Employment Planning Umesh Patel to
make the District Employment Offices well-equipped as the
state government has taken decision to provide Unemployment
Allowances to the Youth. Dr Mahant made the above statement
during the Question Hour session in Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly as the opposition BJP leaders questioned the status.
Speaker further asked to inform the Assembly about the crite-
ria fixed by the state government to provide Unemployment
Allowances from next financial year.

Speaker Mahant for well-equipped
Employment Registration Offices

Raipur, Mar 16: 
A meeting under the chair-
manship of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel will be held
on Friday in his Vidhan Sabha
office and in this the employ-
ees are keeping their fingers
crossed over the likely deci-
sion on regularization of adhoc
or contractual employees and
demand of hike in DA and HRA
by Chhattisgarh Officers-
Employees' Federation and
who are on strike at present.
There are about 1 lakh tempo-
rary employees either  work-
ing on contractual or adhoc
mode in the state and they are
keeping a ray of hope alive
about their regularization to
be made in this budget ses-
sion. As to on which issue the
cabinet will hold discussions,
but the state's misappropria-
tion bill is expected  to get
cabinet's approval. At present
the department-wise discus-
sions are in process in the
Vidhan Sabha.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Mar 16:
Congress workers from
Raipur South Legislative
Assembly segment under
the leadership of PCC
General Secretary
Kanhaiya Agrawal on
Thursday took out
"Haath Se Haath Jodo"
yatra to create aware-
ness among people to-
wards the welfare
schemes of Congress
government.

Congress workers also
highlight the alleged
faulty economic policies

of Centre which they
said has resulted in infla-
tion and unemployment.

Providing the above in-
formation in a statement
issued here, the
Congress Youth
Congress Vice President
from the constituency
Md Siddaq said that they
had taken the campaign
to inform people with the
opinion of Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi.

Kanhaiya Agrawal,
Jagesh Rajput, Javed,
Sagar and others were
present during the cam-
paign.

Raipur, Mar 16: 

The Opposition
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) on Thursday hit out
at the Congress government
in the Chhattisgarh
Assembly over "barbaric"
police action against its
leaders and workers during
a protest on "poor" imple-
mentation of the Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana
(PMAY) in the state.

Police fired tear gas
shells, used water cannons

and resorted to lathicharge
as several BJP workers and
others tried to lay siege to
the Assembly building in
Raipur during an agitation
over implementation of the
Centre-sponsored housing
scheme on Wednesday.

Raising the issue in Zero
Hour, BJP members
claimed the police used tear
gas shells to target r party
workers and even women
protestors were treated with
barbarity. They demanded a
discussion on the issue by

giving an adjournment mo-
tion notice. Leader of
Opposition Narayan
Chandel of the BJP alleged
the Bhupesh Baghel govern-
ment adopted an "oppres-
sive" policy to deal with the
stir which is inappropriate
in a democracy.

However, the demand for
a discussion on the issue of
police action led to an up-
roar in the House as MLAs
of the ruling Congress vo-
ciferously countered the
Opposition charges.

BJP accuses police of ‘barbaric’
action during its protest

Congmen take out awareness rally

Raipur, Mar 16:

BJP on Wednesday
staged Vidhan Sabha
gheraoe over 'Mor-Aawas-
Mor Adhikar' in capital
city and in which hun-
dreds of BJP party work-
ers and leaders took part.
In this many a protestors
broke down the barri-
cades conducted to con-
trol the protestors and
tried to reach upto
Vidhan Sabha. Here mas-
sive police force was de-
ployed and they tried to
stop them, but this result-
ed in minor scuffle with
the protestors and during
which many a BJP work-

ers entered into physical
fight with the police and
in which many got in-
jured.

Few of the protestors
were found carrying lath-
is as well and of which
the police has shared
their photos and videos
as well. At one place
where the police has filed
FIR against the protes-

tors creating unrest dur-
ing the protest and in this
two different FIRs have
been filed. This includes
filing of FIR under sec-
tion 147, 186, 353, 332 of
IPC. So far no arrest in
this regard  has been
made till date.

Asst. Engineer filed
first FIR:

It was an Assistant

Engineer who filed the
first FIR. In this VS
gherao, the PWD has cre-
ated barricades using
woods, sticks, bamboos
and tin-sheds to stop the
protestors from entering
VS area and this was
done at Pirda Chowk,
Over-bridge and Zero-
point of VS.

There were about 40-50
BJP workers who even
after explanation by the
Judicial Magistrate did
not listen and getting
united they broke down
the barricades of woods,
bamboos and sticks and
tin-sheds and caused
damage to government's
property. The policemen
have watched the entire
incident and taken Video
and photos as proof.

Many policemen injured in BJP’s VS gherao
No arrest made 
so far in this case

Raipur, Mar 16: 

Regularization of unau-
thorisedly constructed parts
on houses and plots in the
district is now being carried
out at a fast pace with sim-
plification of rules on the in-
structions of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel. So far
three thousand 438 unautho-
rized construction works
have been regularized in
Raipur district. One thou-
sand 410 cases have also
been regularized in the
meeting of the
Regularization Authority
Committee headed by

Collector Dr Sarveshwar
Bhure here on Wednesday.

As many as 1275 cases in
Raipur Municipal
Corporation area, 101 cases
in Birgaon Municipal
Corporation area and 34
unauthorized constructions
in town planning areas were
regularized in the meeting.
Total regularized cases in-
cluded maximum 979 resi-
dential cases and 296 non-
residential unauthorized
constructions in Raipur
Municipal Corporation
area. Municipal
Commissioner Mayank
Chaturvedi, Zone
Commissioners of all zones
of Raipur Municipal
Corporation, Birgaon
Municipal Corporation
Commissioner Kirtiman
Rathore, Member Secretary
of the committee and
Deputy Director of Town
Planning Department DPS
Patel and other officials
were present at the meeting.

Over 1400 unauthorized
constructions regularized

Regularization
Authority Committee
meeting
Regularization
becomes easy 
and fast with 
simplification of rules 

Raipur, Mar 16:

State Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu stated
in Vidhan Sabha that
NARCO test, which was
previously restricted to
major cities, can now be
conducted in Chhattisgarh
as well, and that people
will no longer have to wait
in long lines for their
NARCO test to be conduct-
ed in big cities of the coun-
try. Chhattisgarh has now
become self-dependent on
NARCO tests. The state
government has complet-

ed the necessary formali-
ties for the NARCO test
and along with Raipur
AIIMS, necessary ma-
chines have also been
bought for it. In addition to
this, State Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu, while
discussing the demands
for grants in the Vidhan
Sabha, stated that
Chhattisgarh Police is con-
stantly using new tech-
niques to curb criminals.
Cyber police stations are
being established in all
five range headquarters to
combat the escalating cy-
bercrime. Forensic
Science Laboratory
College will be construct-
ed in Durg to overcome
crime.

Ch’garh gains independence
for NARCO test

As permission
granted to conduct
NARCO test in AIIMS

Raipur, Mar 16: 

Countering BJP's allega-
tions, Pradesh Congress
communication depart-
ment chief Sushil Anand
Shukla said that senior BJP
leaders deliberately tried to
make the movement vio-
lent. Policemen were as-
saulted and abusive words
were used, he said, alleging
that an attempt was made
to damage government
property. It is the right of
every political party to

protest in a democracy, but
there is dignity and limit to
the movement, Shukla said.
The BJP wanted to capture
the assembly by inciting
the mob, he alleged. The
gherao of the assembly
does not mean that you are
going to capture the assem-
bly. In a democracy, there is
a democratic process of
capture in the assembly, he
said, adding that public
gives this right to the politi-
cal party by voting them in
the election.

CM to hold cabinet
meeting today

BJP wanted to capture
assembly: Cong
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Raipur, Mar 16:

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel on Wednesday vir-
tually released Rs 7.04
crore to cattle rearers,
women's groups, and
Gauthan committees
under the Godhan Nyay
Yojana (GNY) in a pro-
gramme organized in his
office located in the
Vidhansabha premises
here. This includes pay-
ment of Rs 4.25 cr to cattle
rearers, farmers, and the
landless in the lieu of 2.13
lakh quintal cow dung pur-
chased in the Gauthans
from February 16 to
February 28. Besides, Rs
1.65 cr was paid to
Gauthan committees and
Rs 1.14 crore to women
groups. Addressing the

programme, Chief
Minister said that every
month, the 5th to the 15th
date is special for the farm-
ers because on this day
they receive the amount of
the Godhan Nyay Yojana
(GNY). It is good news that
a large number of
Gauthans are becoming
self-supporting. To encour-
age self-supporting
Gauthans, it has been de-
cided to provide an hono-
rarium to the chairman
and members of the
Gauthan Management
Committee. He also urged
to make efforts to make
other Gauthans self-sup-
porting as well. He added
that it is good news that
work has started on gener-
ating electricity from cow
dung, in addition to mak-
ing other useful products

from cow dung. The plant
for generating electricity
from cow dung in
Domarpal in Bastar has
been synchronized with
the grid. The rate of elec-
tricity produced through
this will be fixed at Rs 9 per
unit. It is worth mention-
ing here that these self-sup-
porting Gauthans are con-
tributing to the purchase
of cow dung under GNY.
Over the past few weeks,
the share of self-support-
ing Gauthans in the pay-
ment made for the pur-
chase of cow dung ac-
counts up to 60-70 per cent.
In the current scenario,
more than 50 per cent of
the Gauthans have become
self-supporting, fulfilling
their other activities with
their own funds along with
the purchase of cow dung

and 'go-mutra'. From
February 16 to February
28, a total of 2.13 lakh quin-
tals of cow dung were pur-
chased in Gauthans, for
which a sum of Rs 4.25 cr
is transferred to cow dung
sellers, out of which Rs
1.92 cr is paid by the
Agriculture Department
and Rs 2.33 cr is paid by
self-supporting Gauthans.
So far, self-supporting
Gauthans have made a
payment of Rs 45.52 cr for
cow dung purchases using
their own funds.
Agriculture Minister
Ravindra Choubey also ad-
dressed the programme.
Food Minister Amarjeet
Bhagat, Chief Minister's
Advisor Rajesh Tiwari,
Additional Chief
Secretary Subrat Sahoo,
Agriculture Production
Commissioner Dr. Kamal
Preet Singh, Special
Secretary of Agriculture
Department Ayaz Tamboli,
Director of Agriculture
Department Ranu Sahu,
Director of Horticulture
Department Chandan
Tripathi were present on
the occasion.

CM Baghel virtually
released Rs 7.04 cr

To the beneficiaries of Godhan Nyay Yojana

 Rs 419.25 cr paid 
to the beneficiaries 
of GNY so far

 Nearly 107.75 lakh
quintal cow dung was
purchased in Gauthans
till last month

Raipur, Mar 16: 

Bajaj Auto has launched
the 2023 Chetak Electric
scooter in Raipur on
Thursday at Vandana
Auto authorised show-
room of Bajaj Auto. On the
first day the showroom re-
ceived more than 100 book-
ings out of which the keys
of the 50 new Bajaj Chetak
Electric Scooter were
handed over to the cus-
tomers. Addressing the
scribes here, Bhanu
Vadhwani, Zonal Head,
Bajaj Chetak said that the
new EV comes with multi-
ple changes addressing the
design and features of the
two-wheeler. He said that
the new Edition of the
Chetak electric scooter
comes in five  new colours:
matte coarse grey, matte

caribbean blue, satin black
red and golden. He said
that 2023 Bajaj Chetak
electric scooter continues
to be powered by a 2.88
kWh battery pack. This
battery pack gives the elec-
tric scooter an ARAI-certi-

fied range of 108 km on a
single charge. However, as
per the company, the true
range of the electric scoot-
er is 90 km on a single
charge. All of this comes
with a power of 4.2 kW
power and a peak torque of

20 Nm of peak torque. It
also has a new, full-color
LCD display. Other prod-
uct highlights include a
two-tone seat, body-col-
ored rear view mirrors, a
satin black grab rail, and
matching pillion footrest

castings. Now in Charcoal
Black is the headlight
housing, blinkers, and cen-
tre trim components.

The scooter has fully
metallic body. The cus-
tomers will also get better
service facility here.
Customers purchasing the
vehicle in 33 districts of
Chhattisgarh will get serv-
icing facility at Vandana
Auto. On the occasion
Vandana Auto, General
Manager, Sumit Chawda
said that the bookings for
the 2023 Bajaj Chetak are
open now and deliveries
have also been started
from showroom. He said
that on the occasion of in-
auguration, we have hand-
ed over the keys of Bajaj
Chetak Electric Scooter to
50 new customers along
with the gift.

Bajaj Chetak Electric Scooter launched in Raipur

Raipur, Mar 16: 

A two-day art exhibi-
tion has been organised
at Magneto Mall, which
was inaugurated by car-
toonist Trimbak Sharma,
editor of Cartoon Vaach

on Saturday here. With
the aim of showcasing
and encouraging the art
of various artists, this ex-
hibition has been organ-
ized by the group. The ef-
forts of Sanchal, the di-
rector of this exhibition,

were appreciated by the
people who came to
Magneto, in which she
taught in detail about fab-
ric painting, hyper realis-
tic portrait, mix media,
bonsai art and glass
painting art.

Two-day art exhibition 
organised at Magneto Mall

Raipur, Mar 16: After
multiple challenging
rounds, teams from 4 of
the top schools across
India went head-to-head in
semi-final 4 for a place in
the final of HistoryTV18
CBSE Heritage India Quiz
2022. As expected each
team put up a good fight
but there could be only one
winner. In the nervy mo-
ments, students of
Krishna Public School
kept their wits to emerge
victorious in the semi-
final. Launched in 2001 by
CBSE, the HistoryTV18
CBSE Heritage India Quiz
today is the benchmark for

pan-India inter-school
quizzes and attracts the
brightest and the sharpest
young minds from various
prestigious CBSE schools
in India and from around
the world. Its success can
be gauged by the fact that
more than 8049 students
participated in the prelimi-
nary elimination rounds
followed by 16 zonal
rounds conducted on

ground across India,
where 90 students from 30
schools in each zone com-
peted to qualify for the
next round. Overall, 2683
CBSE schools participated
in the quiz. Atharv
Sharma , Manan Sethia
and Shreeansh Naidu from
Krishna Public School had
displayed greatcomposure,
knowledge and presence of
mind in previous rounds

to keep coming out on top.
But in the semi-final they
were up against 3 teams
from Springdale Senior
School ,Amritsar, Delhi
Public School, Guwahati &
Delhi Public School,
Ranchi who had put in
great performances to win
every round on their way
to this stage. The quiz saw
an evenly matched contest,
with very little separating
the teams. After 3 rounds
of swinging fortunes, the
team from Krishna Public
School came out on top as
the deserving winner.
Krishna Public School will
now be competing with 3
other schools from across
India to be the coveted
champions at the National
Finale of the quiz competi-
tion.

Raipur Boys enter the finals of India's biggest Quiz Competition
 Organised by

HistoryTV18 CBSE
Heritage India Quiz 2022

Anemia check-up
camp in all

health centers
from today

Balodabazar, Mar 16:
Collector Rajat Bansal has
directed that anemia tests
be conducted at all com-
munity health centers,
sub-health centers, and
primary health care cen-
ters throughout the dis-
trict in order to reduce
anemia under the
Mukhyamantri Suposhan
Yojana. Because of a
Women and Child
Development Department
event on March 16, 2023,
Anemia testing will be per-
formed in development
block Simga on March 17,
2023. Anganwadi didis are
in charge of taking women
to health centers for check-
ups. Following an anemia
test, Anganwadi centers
will provide healthy hot
food to anemic women.
Previously, beginning in
February 2022, 11 thou-
sand 335 anemic women
were given hot food three
days a week. As a result,
2132 anemic women were
cured of their anemia. It is
worth noting that the
Mukyamantri Suposhan
Yojana is an important
government scheme. For
this reason, the District
Program Officer has urged
all women to seek anemia
tests at their nearest
health centers.

Raipur, Mar 16: 

India assumed the
Presidency of the G20
with the theme "One
Earth, One Family, One
Future". IIT Bhilai is ob-
serving India's G20
Presidency with an inno-
vative outreach program
to provide a fresh perspec-
tive on issues under the
ambit of the G20. This pro-
gramme takes inspiration
from the University
Connect programme of
the Ministry of Education,
GoI, which is an exercise
aimed at projecting the
country's youth as its cul-
tural ambassadors to build
a long-lasting relationship
with the G20 fraternity.
The Department of
Liberal Arts at IIT Bhilai

is hosting a lecture series
to raise awareness on is-
sues of pertinence con-
cerning the G20. A lecture
titled "Macroeconomic
policy cooperation among
G20 countries" was organ-
ized on Wednesday, 15
March 2023 in this regard.
Prof Pradyumna Dash,
Professor of Economics at
the Indian Institute of
Management Raipur, de-
livered the lecture.

In his lecture, Prof Dash

pointed out that the G20
nations represent around
85 percent of the global
GDP, over 75 percent of the
global trade, and about
two-thirds of the world
population. Highlighting
that the G20 is the premier
forum for international
economic cooperation, he
emphasized that macro-
economics policy coopera-
tion is crucial to support
economic activity and cen-
tral banks' mandates for

the stability of the world
economy. In other words,
the G20 has a significant
role in bolstering the effi-
ciency of fiscal and mone-
tary policy cooperation at
the global stage. Prof Dash
pointed out that the G20
played a tremendous role
in facilitating cooperation
on monetary and fiscal
policy during the Great
Recession of 2008-09 and
the COVID-19 recession. In
2008-09, due to policy coop-

eration, the G20 ultimately
delivered more than what
was forecast in terms of
outcome. Likewise, during
the COVID-19 period, G20
developed nations provid-
ed 4.5% of their GDP in
fiscal support. However,
the level of cooperation
amongst G20 nations dur-
ing periods of compara-
tive peace and stability
leaves more to be desired,
especially in the context of
emerging markets and de-
veloping economies
(EMDE). Prof Dash con-
cluded by iterating that no
economy, developed or
emerging, can follow inde-
pendent monetary policy
and capital mobility at the
same time and that cooper-
ation is the need of the
hour to ensure stability
and growth in the global
economic order.

Lecture held on Macroeconomic policy cooperation among G20 countries
 In IIT Bhilai

Raipur, Mar 16: 

As always ahead in the
social activities
International Women's
Day was celebrated at
Columbia Institute of
Pharmacy is association
with Indian
Pharmaceutical Graduate
Association (IPGA) chap-
ter. On this occasion Dr.
Sushma Purohit a
renowned Gynec Cancer
Surgeon of Kamla
Women's Hospital Raipur
was the speaker invited.
She addressed the gather-
ing on "Lessons for today's
Youth" , in which she dis-
cussed key points for suc-
cessful life. She also nar-
rated on confidence, hard
work devotion and smart-
ness along with education,
through popular examples

of daily life like Ratan
Tata, Dhirubhai Ambani,
Bill Gates , Swami
Vivekananda  etc. She em-
phasized on self respect
and humanity.

She also urged that we
should be original which
is authentic rather than
becoming copy of some-
one else. To become suc-
cessful long term goal per-

sistence and focused are
must. She also covered
some of the quotation
from bhagwat gita which
are source of inspiration,
positivity and lessons for
life. A large number of stu-
dents from all the branch-
es of pharmacy participat-
ed in the event On this oc-
casion Dr. Ravindra
Kumar Pandey, Principal

Columbia Institute of
Pharmacy who is also
General Secretary of
Indian Pharmacy
Graduate Association,
Chhattisgarh Chapter
along with Mr. Harjeet
Singh Hura, Secretary
Columbia Group of
Institution as well as large
number of faculty mem-
bers.

Int’nl Women’s Day held at Columbia Institute of Pharmacy

Gariyaband, Mar 15: A
ration card was instantly
issued yesterday to a
woman and her son who
visited the Janchaupal, or-
ganized every week, with
an application. The
Collector, Prabhat Malik,
while resolving the appli-
cations received in the
Janchaupal, solved the
problems of people on the
spot. Girja Sahu, the wife
of Champeshwar Sahu, is
a resident of village
Dandesra. A priority ra-
tion card is issued in the
Dhamtari district in her
name. Mrs. Girja is cur-
rently residing with her
parents in the village
Panchayat Kopra under
the Fingeshwar develop-

ment block in the
Gariyaband district. She
had requested a ration
card in the Gariyaband
district in her application.
In this regard, the Food
Officer of Dhamtari was
contacted, and her ration
card was immediately
transferred to
Gariyaband. The said card

was instantly issued after
attaching it in the village
Panchayat Kopra in the
district. Now the applicant
will be able to collect food
grains from her residen-
tial village. She thanked
the district administration
for resolving her problem
instantly at the
Janchaupal.

Ration card immediately issued to a lady and her son
 Who visited 

the Janchaupal

GGaauurreellaa--PPeennddrraa--MMaarrwwaahhii,,  MMaarr  1166::
"I have got a pucca house
under the government's
scheme, I never thought my
dream would come true," said
Kailash, a resident of Gullidand
Gram Panchayat, who is a ben-
eficiary of the Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana. The village is
located 50 kilometers away
from the district headquarters
of Gaurela. Kailash, who is
completely visually impaired,
used to live in a dilapidated
hut. "I can neither see with

both eyes nor can I do any-
thing," Kailash says adding
that "All thanks to the
Government that provides me
with rice for food and also
gives me a pension. Now, I
have also received a beautiful
pucca house to live in."

"I never thought that I would
be able to have a pucca house
in my life, but the Pradhan

Mantri Awas Yojana (Gramin)
has made my dreams come
true. Under this scheme, I was
able to build a beautiful house
with the financial assistance of
Rs 1.20 lakh received under the
scheme and earning wages
from MNREGA", he said. He
added that he has also got a
toilet built in the house under
Swachh Bharat Mission. He
said that he and his family are
leading a happy life availing
the benefits of various
schemes."

Visually impaired Kailash’s dream
of owning a pucca house fulfilled

 Through Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana

DIGGING ALL OVER CITY

With the work of laying of cables and water pipeline going on, the digging work of
RMC can be seen in every part of city.
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RPF conducts special operation
Action was taken against 48 eunuchs under the Railway Act.

BBiillaassppuurr,,  MMaarr  1166::    In view of the inconvenience caused by eunuchs to passengers during rail travel, an in-
tensive and special campaign was launched against eunuchs. Complaints in this regard were being re-
ceived continuously by rail passengers through Rail Madad, Twitter, social media and other mediums.
Passengers were being harassed by eunuchs forcibly demanding money and doing unusual activities. To
curb this, a special campaign against eunuchs was conducted in all the three divisions of Bilaspur, Raipur
and Nagpur from March 13 to 15, 2023.  Railway Protection Force, Crime Intelligence Branch and other
railway personnel took part in this campaign. In the three-day special campaign, action has been taken
against a total of 48 eunuchs under the Railway Act by the three divisions. South East Central Railway is
determined for passenger convenience and safety. This campaign will continue continuously in future.

Action taken against 40 vehicle riders
Central Chronicle News

BBaalloodd,,  MMaarr  1166::  As per instruc-
tions by SP Balod Dr Jitendra
Kumar Yadav and under guid-
ance of Addl. SP Harish
Rathore and under supervi-
sion of all the gazetted police
officer, all TIs and Chowki in-
charge and Inspector Traffic
In-charge Dileshwar
Chandravanshi, a special

motor vehicle checking cam-
paign was launched. 

The objective of this MV
checking is to reduce the in-
creasing road accidents and
take action against the vehi-
cle drivers driving the vehi-
cles carelessly and to create
awareness among the general
public about the traffic rules
and regulations and its strict
compliance. 

AC in-charge holds meeting 
with parents’ committee

Central Chronicle News

Kawardha, Mar 16:
Ascper instructions by the
Collector Janmajay
Mohabe, the Joint
Collector and Asst.
Commissioner (AC) in-
charge Tribal
Development Department
Dr Monika Kodo convened
a meeting of Parents' sami-
ti and Monitoring
Committee of Eklavya
Adarsh Residential School
(EARS) in Gram Taregaon
jungle here on Thursday.

In the meeting, the
Parents and members of
Monitoring Committee
passed a censure motion
condemning the video of
the institute which went
viral on social media and
to ensure that such an inci-
dent does not takes place
again, it was decided to fix
accountability of the
Hostel Superintendent and
take some firm action
against him.

In the meeting, discus-
sions were held to explain
it to the students of the
hostel, to prepare con-
ducive and favourable at-
mosphere, taking action
against guilty children and
carry out necessary infra-
structure works in the hos-
tel, repair works, boundary
construction work and en-
suring facility of guard for
security and improvement
in the lodging and board-
ing.

Joint Collector Dr
Monika Kodo informed the
parents that the video
which went viral on social
media has been brought
into cognizance of the
Collector and after which
the Hostel Superintendent
has been separated from
the hostel with immediate
effect.

Holding point-wise dis-
cussions on the sugges-
tions by the Parents, he in-
formed that the sugges-
tions and request by all
would be taken into consid-
eration on priority basis.
He informed that the
Collector on knowing
about the viral video on so-
cial sites, has directed the
officers to monitor the
same. Presently the annual
exam of the schools is in
progress and in view of
which special monitoring
is being done.

In the meeting the par-
ents urged to appoint a
Tribal Superintendent in

the hostel and also urged to
fulfill the shortage of em-
ployees, cooks, security
guard, watchman and
teachers in the Eklavya
Adarsh Residential School
at the earliest.

Parents also urged to en-
sure strict compliance of
the daily work chart in the
hostel and maintain a reg-
ister of the parents of the
children visiting the hostel
on daily basis. As per in-

structions from the
Collector, the members of
District Child Protection
team would also visited the
hostel  hold talks and coun-
selling with the students
and held talks separately
with the High School and
secondary school children
and took information
about the incident and in-
formed that how to avoid
such incidents and about
its likely consequences.

Winners of Letter Writing competition awarded

Central Chronicle News

Pithora, Mar 16: The
winners of the 'Dhai
Akshar Patra Lekhan'
competition and
'Deendayal Sparsh Yojana'
by the Postal Department
of the central government
were presented with
prizes at the hands of
Chief Post Master
General (CPGM)
Chhattisgarh circle and
Director Postal Service
here on Thursday. This
competition was organ-
ised with an objective to
create interest among the
youth in 'letter writing'
and to create interest
about postal stamps in the
present day world of mo-
bile and internet.

By the Postal Department

In context of incident
in hostel of EARS
Parents urge to 
create conducive
atmosphere in hostel

SP holds talks with students, parents
SP Kawardha Dr Lal Umed Singh on reaching Eklavya

Adarsh Awasiya Vidyalaya (EAAV) in Gram Taregaon, held
separate talks with the parents and school children. SP Dr
Singh as per request from parents, directed to impose duty of
police jawans for 24 hrs in the School bhavan premise and
hostel building in order to maintain law & order. He said that
presently the board and other exams are in process and to en-
sure that the attention of students is not diverted, all will have
to make special efforts. He informed that the viral video is
being investigated and due action will be taken as per the law
after its analysis. To ensure that such incident is not repeated,
the head of the institution and students of Hostel have been
given due clarification.

About the incident
According to offi-

cials, the alleged inci-
dent took place at
Eklavya Model
Residential School in
Targegaon Jungle vil-
lage under Bodla devel-
opment block on
March 11 and videos of
it surfaced on social
media platforms on
Tuesday. In one of the
videos, a boy is seen
slapping a junior pupil
and chopping off his
hair with a pair of scis-
sors while several
young kids are seen sit-
ting on the floor watch-
ing the act.
Preliminary probe re-
vealed students of
Class 11 allegedly as-
saulted and chopped
hair of pupils of Grade
6 and recorded the act
on a mobile phone.

Action taken...
After the videos

came to the notice of
the district adminis-
tration, Kabirdham
Collector Janmejay
Mahobe constituted a
team of district offi-
cials to probe the inci-
dent.Based on prelimi-
nary findings, the su-
perintendent of the
residential school,
Malikram Markam,
has been removed
from his post, while its
principal, Pramod
Prakash, has been is-
sued a show-cause 
notice.
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PROTEST MARCH

Mahila Congress activists during their protest march to the Legislative complex demanding immediate action
against the marshals and ruling LDF legislators who had allegedly attacked UDF MLAs in the Assembly, in
Thiruvananthapuram, Thursday.

ROAD INSPECTION

Union Minister for Road Transport and Highways Nitin Gadkari with 
BJP leader Ramvir Singh Bidhuri inspects the progress of the Urban Extension Road

Project (UER-II), on Thursday.

BRIEF

Inaugurate 
 Nashik: Various

weapons and equip-
ment used by the
Indian Army will be on
display at an exhibition
which will be inaugu-
rated by Union minis-
ter Nitin Gadkari in
Maharashtra’s Nashik
city on March 18.
Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath
Shinde will be present
for the inaugural cere-
mony of the two-day
exhibition, “Know
Your Army”, while
Deputy CM Devendra
Fadnavis will attend
the concluding func-
tion on March 19.

Board exam 
 Imphal:The High

School Leaving
Certificate (HSLC)
exam conducted by the
Board of Secondary
Education commenced
in Manipur on
Thursday,an official
said.A total of 38,127
students, including
18,628 girls,are giving
the examination that
will conclude on April 3.

Acquitted 
 Mumbai: A special

CBI court here on
Thursday acquitted
two accused in a 1989
case pertaining to an
alleged attempt on the
life of businessman
Nusli Wadia. The ac-
cused, Ivan Sequeira
and Ramesh Jagothia,
were acquitted for
want of evidence by
special judge S P Naik
Nimbalkar.

Blast 
 Dharmapuri: Two

women were killed
and a male worker was
grievously injured in a
blast at a firecracker
manufacturing unit at
Nagadasampatti vil-
lage, Pennagaram, in
the district on
Thursday, police said.
Fire at the unit, in-
volved in making fire-
crackers for temple
festivals, was triggered
by friction when the
workers were han-
dling an inflammable
substance, a senior po-
lice officer said.

Protest 
 Mumbai: Hundreds of

lawyers at the
Metropolitan
Magistrate court in
Mumbai’s Borivali sub-
urb went on a strike on
Thursday after one of
their colleagues was al-
legedly assaulted by a
cop inside a police sta-
tion, an official said.

Unearthed 
 Diphu:A buried cache

of arms and ammuni-
tion,including an AK se-
ries rifle and pistols,was
unearthed in Assam’s
Karbi Anglong district,
a senior police officer
said on Thursday.
Acting on a tip-off,a po-
lice team carried out an
operation in Doidak in
Dokmoka Police Station
area on Wednesday
night and dug out an
AK-56 rifle,a 9mm pis-
tol,a .32 calibre pistol,a
sten gun and ammuni-
tion,Karbi Anglong
Superintendent of
Police Sanjib Kumar
Saikia said.

Devotees pull a chariot of
Lord Rangnath during ‘Rath

Ka Mela’, in Vrindavan,
Thursday.

Amaravati, Mar 16 (PTI):
Keeping its interests in
mind ahead of the
Assembly elections sched-
uled for 2024, the Andhra
Pradesh government has
allocated the lion’s share
of the state Budget —
more than Rs 54,000 crore
of the total Rs 2,79,279
crore — to Direct Benefit
Transfer (DBT) schemes,
targeting potential voter
segments such as pension-
ers, farmers, students and
women.

Finance Minister
Buggana Rajendranath
tabled the 2023-24 Budget
in the Legislative
Assembly on Thursday.

Andhra Pradesh has for
long focused on gover-
nance that balances both
welfare and development,
and its budgetary alloca-
tion of as much as Rs

54,228 crore for DBT
schemes is in keeping with
that model. The increase
of about 10 per cent in the
allocation, from Rs 48,882
crore in 2022-23, indicates
that the government has
its eye on the upcoming
elections next year.

The DBT schemes in-
clude YSR Pension
Kanuka (Rs 21,435 crore)
for senior citizens, persons
with disabilities and trans-

gender persons; YSR
Rythu Bharosa (Rs 4,020
crore), which provides fi-
nancial assistance for
farmers; Jagananna Vidya
Devena (Rs 2,842 crore)
that reimburses the high-
er education fees of stu-
dents from poor economic
backgrounds; and
Jagananna Vasati Devena
(Rs 2,200 crore), which
takes care of the hostel
and mess fees of poor stu-

dents who otherwise can-
not afford higher educa-
tion. Other major DBT
schemes are YSR Asara
(Rs 6,700 crore has been al-
located) which provides
funds to Self Help Groups;
YSR Cheyuta (Rs 5,000
crore) which aids middle-
aged women financially;
and Amma Vodi (Rs 6,500
crore) that incentivises
poor families to send their
children to school.

EYE ON 2024 POLLS

Andhra Budget allocates
lion’s share for welfare

Andhra Pradesh Finance Minister Buggana Rajendranath presents the annual State budget
for 2023-24 in the Legislative Assembly, in Vijayawada, Thursday.

New Delhi, Mar 16 (PTI): 

Lt Governor V K Saxena
has directed officials to en-
sure that Delhi is adorned
with flowering plants
throughout the year and
asked the NDMC to plant
five lakh tulips, sourced
from Jammu and Kashmir
or Himachal Pradesh, in
the next season, officials
said on Thursday. The Lt
Governor chaired a meet-
ing to review the
Horticulture divisions of
various departments and
agencies and their future
preparedness with regards
to flower plantation and
other activities. “In line
with his often professed
goal of turning the capital
into a ‘city of flowers’ and
in cognizance of the enthu-
siastic response of Delhi
residents to the prevalent,
extraordinary spring

bloom in the city, Saxena di-
rected officials to come up
with a detailed plan of ac-
tion for the remaining year
within the next 15 days,” a
Raj Niwas official said. The
meeting was attended by
the chief secretary, chair-
man NDMC, VC DDA,
Commissioner MCD and
Engineer-in-Chief (PWD)
and their Horticulture
heads. These are civic agen-
cies and departments that
own Delhi’s parks, green
stretches and roads, and
undertake and execute
most of the Capital’s horti-
cultural activities, that in-
clude, planting flowers and
flowering trees on roads
and parks and maintaining
nurseries among others, he
said. This year, about 1.5
lakh tulips were planted
across the NDMC area. The
LG also issued instructions
for five lakh tulips to be

sourced and planted during
the next season, the official
said. Saxena said he had
taken up the matter of
sourcing Tulips with the
Lt. Governors of Jammu
and Kashmir as well as
Ladakh, and asked NDMC
to source it from these
Union Territories or
Himachal Pradesh, rather
than sourcing them from
abroad, the official said.

“This, he said, will apart
from encouraging and
boosting indigenous suppli-
ers, also ensure cost cutting
in procurement,” the offi-
cial said. Saxena also asked
agencies like MCD, DDA
and NDMC who own and
operate nurseries to try
and achieve temperatures
between 10-12 degree centi-
grade, in their set ups, so
that tulip saplings and
bulbs could be nurtured in
Delhi itself.

DELHI LG TO NDMC

‘Plant 5 L tulips sourced from J-K, HP in city’

Indore, Mar 16: Sardana
International School, situ-
ated in Dewas, has been
honored with the title of
‘Best Boarding School’ in
Madhya Pradesh. It is pop-
ular for its unique and spe-
cial educational services.
This prestigious award
was presented to the
school for its exemplary
work in promoting educa-
tional excellence and se-
curing a better future for
the students at the board-
ing school. Educationist
and founder of Sardana
International School, Lalit
Sardana was felicitated by
the Home Minister of
Madhya Pradesh,
Narottam Mishra.
Sardana International
School is a premium CBSE
boarding school for chil-

dren. The facility of this
boarding school is for both
boys and girls.

The founder of Sardana
International School, Lalit
Sardana, who has secured
All India Rank 243 in IIT,
has been teaching Physics,
Chemistry and
Mathematics for the last 26
years and has the highest
selection ratio in India. To
ensure boarders have a
complete educational ex-

perience, a range of facili-
ties are provided. This in-
cludes a library, an e-li-
brary, language lab and ro-
botics labs to give students
the best learning environ-
ment. Lalit Sardana,
Founder & Educationist,
Sardana International
School, says, “It is a matter
of great pride for the en-
tire Sardana team to be
recognized as the best
boarding school.

Sardana Int’l School received the
esteemed ‘Best Boarding School’ award 
 In Madhya Pradesh

Jammu, Mar 16 (PTI): 

PDP president
Mehbooba Mufti on
Thursday defended her
recent visit to a Shiv tem-
ple in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Poonch and
performing a ritual there,
saying “we live in a coun-
try that is home to the
Ganga-Jamuni tehzeeb”
and there is no need to
discuss the matter fur-
ther.

A video of the former
chief minister offering
water to Shivling inside
Navgraha temple, Mandi-
Ajote in Poonch on
Tuesday has gone viral,
drawing criticism from
some quarters.

“We are living in a sec-
ular country that is home
to Ganga-Jamuni

Tehzeeb. The temple was
built by Yashpal Sharma
(former PDP leader who
died last year) and his
sons want me to visit the

place. I went inside and
someone gave me a small
vessel filled with water
with a lot of belief and
love.

“I do not want to break
his heart by refusing to
pour water (on the
Shivling). He asked for it
and I did it (out of respect
for him),” Mehbooba
Mufti told reporters here.

Asked about some
Islamic scholars from
Deoband in Uttar
Pradesh disliking it, she
said she did not want to
go into it and whether it
is allowed or not in her
religion.

“In our country,
Hindus and Muslims live
together and there are
more Hindus offering
Chadar’ at Muslim
shrines than Muslims
themselves. This issue is
related to myself and
there is no need for fur-
ther discussion over it,”
she said.

Mehbooba snubs critics after 
performing ritual inside Shiv temple 

PDP President Mehbooba Mufti offers prayers at
Navagraha temple in Poonch district.

Gangtok, Mar 16 (PTI):

Sikkim Chief Minister
Prem Singh Tamang on
Thursday said the
Himalayan state till now
has utilised only 27.5 per
cent of its 8,000 MW
power potential.

He was speaking at the
Business 20 (B20) confer-
ence organised as part of
India’s G20 presidency.

“ We have only utilised
2,200 MW till now and the
scope for Hydropower,
clean and green energy is
ample in Sikkim”, said
the chief minister at the
conference on
Opportunities for multi-
lateral business partner-
ship in Tourism,
Hospitality, pharmaceuti-
cals, and organic farming.

Urging the delegates to
consider Sikkim as a good

investment destination,
Tamang said a total of 55
pharmaceutical compa-
nies from within the
country are currently es-
tablished in the state.

Delegates from 24 coun-
tries will participate in
the B20 conference being
organised by the

Confederation of Indian
Industry (CII), Tamang
told a press conference on
Wednesday.

“Organic Tourism is
what Sikkim can offer, we
are the first organic state
in the world and have
been recognised by the
United Nations. We would
like to urge the partici-
pants today to deliberate
on what Sikkim can give
to the nation and the
world” the chief minister
said.

The Himalayan state
will host the StartUp20
conference on March 18
and 19. “Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s initia-
tive to let Sikkim host the
two events B20 and
Startup 20 has given a
boost to the state’s econo-
my”, said the chief minis-
ter.

‘Sikkim yet to utilise 
untapped power potential’

Prem Singh Tamang 

Mangaluru, Mar 16
(PTI): The major promises
made by the Congress
ahead of the State
Assembly elections are
nothing but a visiting card,
Karnataka Chief Minister
Basavaraj Bommai said on
Thursday. Talking to re-
porters on his arrival here
to attend the meeting of
beneficiaries of various
government schemes,

Bommai said the people
will not take heed to the
“guarantee card” of the
Congress that it will imple-
ment all its promises. The
Congress had announced
three poll ‘guarantees’ —
200 units of free power to
all households (Gruha
Jyoti), Rs 2,000 monthly as-
sistance to the woman head
of every family (Gruha
Lakshmi) and 10 kg of rice
free to every member of a
BPL household (Anna
Bhagya). It seems that the
Congress itself does not be-
lieve in their oral promises.
“Otherwise, what is the
need for a guarantee card,”
Bommai asked. He was re-
plying to a question
whether BJP is wary of the
Congress promises includ-
ing free electricity and fi-
nancial assistance to
women in every household.

‘Cong poll promises
only a visiting card’

Basavaraj Bommai

Jaipur, Mar 16 (PTI):
Famous stand-up comedi-
an Khyali Saharan has
been booked for allegedly
raping a 25-year-old
woman in a hotel room
here, police said on
Thursday. On the basis of
a complaint lodged by the
woman, a case was regis-
tered against the comedi-
an on Tuesday at
Mansarovar police station
here, they said.

According to police, the
incident took place on
Monday when the comedi-
an, who is an AAP activist,
in an “inebriated condi-
tion” allegedly raped the
woman in a hotel room in
Mansarovar area on the
pretext of helping her get
a job. “A case under IPC
Section 376 (rape) has been
registered against the co-
median following a com-

plaint lodged by the
woman. The matter is
being investigated,” said
sub-inspector Sandeep
Yadav who is posted at
Mansarovar police station.

Police said that the
woman hailing from
Sriganganagar worked as
a marketing executive for
a firm. She, along with an-
other woman, came in con-
tact with the comedian
nearly a month ago seek-
ing help for a job.

According to police,
Khyali booked two rooms
in a hotel, one for himself
and another for the two
women. The comedian al-
legedly consumed beer
and forcibly asked the
women to drink beer.
Later, one of the women
left the room and he raped
the other woman, police
said.

Comedian Khyali
booked for rape



Dubai, Mar 16 (AP):
Some 2.5 tons of natural
uranium stored in a site
in war-torn Libya have
gone missing, the United
Nations nuclear watch-
dog said Thursday, rais-
ing safety and prolifera-
tion concerns.

Natural uranium can’t
immediately be used for
energy production or
bomb fuel, as the enrich-
ment process typically re-
quires the metal to be
converted into a gas, then
later spun in centrifuges
to reach the levels need-
ed.

However, each ton of
natural uranium if ob-
tained by a group with
the technological means
and resources can be re-
fined to 5.6 kilograms (12
pounds) of weapons-
grade material over time,
experts say. That makes
finding the missing metal
important for nonprolif-

eration experts.
In a statement, the

V i e n n a - b a s e d
International Atomic
Energy Agency said its

director-general, Rafael
Mariano Grossi, in-
formed member states
Wednesday about the
missing uranium.
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MINERS PROTEST

Miners from the municipalities of Bajo Cauca protest against the government of President Gustavo Petro in Taraza,
Colombia. For two weeks wildcat miners working in illegal gold mines have protested against the destruction of
machinery used in the search of gold. 

Kyiv, Mar 16 (AP):

The Pentagon on
Thursday released footage
of what it said was a
Russian aircraft pouring
fuel on a U.S. Air Force
surveillance drone and
clipping the drone’s pro-
peller in international air-
space over the Black Sea.

The 42-second video
shows a Russian Su-27 ap-
proaching the back of the
MQ-9 drone and beginning
to release fuel as it passes,
the Pentagon said.

Dumping the fuel ap-
peared to be aimed at
blinding its optical instru-
ments and driving it out of
the area.

On a second approach,
either the same jet or an-
other Russian fighter that
had been shadowing the

MQ-9 struck the drone’s
propeller, damaging one
blade, according to the U.S.
military.

The U.S. military said it
ditched the MQ-9 Reaper
in the sea after what it de-

scribed as the Russian
fighter making an unsafe
intercept of the un-
manned aerial vehicle.

The video excerpt re-
leased by the Pentagon
does not show events be-

fore or after the apparent
fuel-dumping confronta-
tion. Russia said its war-
planes didn’t strike the
drone and claimed the un-
manned aerial vehicle
went down after making a
sharp maneuver over the
sea. Asked Thursday if
Russia would try to recov-
er the drone debris,
Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov told re-
porters the decision was
up to the military.

“If they consider it nec-
essary to do so in the Black
Sea for the benefit of our
interests and our security,
they will do it,” he said.

Nikolai Patrushev, the
secretary of Russia’s
Security Council, said
Wednesday that Moscow
would try to recover the
drone fragments.

US releases video of Russian
jet dumping fuel on its drone

This photo taken from video released on Thursday, March
16, shows a Russian Su-27 approaching the back of the
MQ-9 drone and beginning to release fuel as it passes,
over the Black Sea, the Pentagon said. 

Kathmandu, Mar 16 (PTI):

Nepal’s Prime Minister
Pushpa Kamal Dahal
‘Prachanda’ is likely to
travel to India on an offi-
cial visit next month - his
first foreign trip since as-
suming the office for the
third time in December
last year, a media report
said on Thursday.

Though the official date
of his visit to India is yet
to be announced, boosting
bilateral ties and talks on
trade, energy, agriculture,
culture and air service
will prominently feature
in his talks with Indian
leaders.

Sources close to the 68-
year-old Prime Minister
said that his visit to India
in the near future is in
the cards and the date

would be fixed once the
Prime Minister gets a
vote of confidence from
the House of
Representatives.

“The visit will take
place after the PM seeks a
vote of confidence and ex-
pands his cabinet,” a
source said.

Earlier, the Prime
Minister had announced

that he would visit India
on his first foreign trip
after assuming the post.
The Prime Minister is
seeking a vote of confi-
dence from the
Parliament on March 20.

“The Ministry of
Foreign Affairs has start-
ed preparations for the
visit,” The Kathmandu
Post newspaper reported.

The ministry has start-
ed groundworks works
for the purpose and meet-
ings are being organised
with the line ministries to
prepare the agenda, the
daily reported, quoting
an official at the Foreign
Ministry.

Mid-April will be the
tentative date for the
Prime Minister to em-
bark for the official visit,
said the paper.

Nepal’s PM Prachanda likely
to visit India next month Taipei, Mar 16 (AP):

U.S. government efforts
to shift production of
processor chips from Asia
to the United States will
double their cost and slow
the spread of their use in
phones, cars and other
products, the billionaire
founder of the global in-
dustry’s biggest manufac-
turer warned Thursday.

Morris Chang of
Taiwan Semiconductor
Manufacturing Corp. said
he supports U.S. efforts to
slow China’s development

of chip technology on se-
curity grounds.

But Chang said he can’t
understand why
Washington wants to
move so much manufac-
turing from efficient
Asian sites to the United
States.

The Biden administra-
tion is promising tens of
billions of dollars to sup-
port construction of U.S.
chip foundries and reduce
reliance on Asian suppli-
ers, which Washington
sees as a security weak-
ness.

Taiwan chip pioneer warns
US plans will boost costs

Tokyo, Mar 16 (AP):

Japan and South
Korea agreed to resume
regular visits between
their leaders and took
steps to resolve a trade

dispute as a highly antic-
ipated summit began
Thursday, a sign that the
two countries are re-
building their nations’
security and economic
ties as they try to over-

come a century of diffi-
cult history.

The summit could re-
vise the strategic map of
northeast Asia. The two
U.S. allies, who have long
often been at odds over
their history, are seeking
to form a united front,
driven by shared con-
cerns about a restive
North Korea and a more
powerful China.

Japanese Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida
and South Korean
President Yoon Suk Yeol
both stressed the impor-
tance of improved ties as
they opened Thursday’s
summit, hours after a
North Korean missile
launch and encounters
between Japanese and
Chinese vessels in dis-
puted waters.

Japan, South Korea renew
ties at Tokyo summit

South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol, left, and Japanese
Prime Minister Fumio Kishida, right, shake hands following
a joint news conference at the prime minister’s official res-
idence in Tokyo, Japan, Thursday, March 16.

Blantyre (Malawi), Mar
16 (AP): After four days of
destructive wind and rain,
local communities and re-
lief workers are now con-
fronting the aftermath of
Cyclone Freddy which has
killed more than 250 peo-
ple and displaced tens of
thousands of others
across Malawi and
Mozambique and may still
cause further damage.

Cyclone Freddy dissipat-
ed over land late
Wednesday, but weather
monitoring centers
warned that countries are
still vulnerable to flooding
and landslides.

At least 225 people have
been killed in southern
Malawi, including within
the financial capital of
Blantyre, officials said.
Around 88,000 people are
still displaced and parts of

the region remain inacces-
sible. Malawi’s president,
Lazarus Chakwera, has
declared a 14-day national
mourning period. In
Mozambique, authorities
said at least 53 were killed

since late Saturday, with
50,000 more still displaced.
Scientists say human-
caused climate change has
worsened cyclone activity,
making them more in-
tense and more frequent.

The recently-ended La
Nina that impacts weather
worldwide also increased
cyclone activity in the re-
gion in recent years.

Cyclone Freddy has
caused destruction in
southern Africa since late
February, when it pum-
meled Mozambique as
well as the islands of
Madagascar and R union.

Freddy first developed
near Australia in early
February and traveled
across the entire southern
Indian Ocean before it
bounced around the
Mozambique Channel.
The U.N.’s weather agency
has convened an expert
panel to determine
whether it has broken the
record for the longest-ever
cyclone in recorded histo-
ry, which was set by 31-day
Hurricane John in 1994.

After Cyclone Freddy, flood 
risk lingers for southern Africa BBeeiijjiinngg,,  MMaarr  1166  ((AAPP))::  China

accused the United States on
Thursday of spreading disinfor-
mation and suppressing TikTok
following reports that the Biden
administration was calling for its
Chinese owners to sell their
stakes in the popular video-shar-
ing app. The U.S. has yet to pres-
ent evidence that TikTok threat-
ens its national security and was
using the excuse of data security

to abuse its power to suppress
foreign companies, Foreign
Ministry spokesperson Wang
Wenbin told reporters at a daily
briefing. “The U.S. should stop
spreading disinformation about
data security, stop suppressing
the relevant company, and pro-
vide an open, fair and non-dis-
criminatory environment for for-
eign businesses to invest and
operate in the U.S.,” Wang said.

US spreading disinformation,
suppressing TikTok: China 

UN nuclear watchdog: 2.5 tons 
of uranium missing in Libya



M oral values are perma-
nent beliefs and ideas

within a person and reflect a
preference for good or bad. In
modern times many societies
have increasingly focused on
the accumulation of material
wealth, power, and status as the
primary goal of human life.
This has led to a narrow defini-
tion of the good life, where suc-
cess is measured by the ability
to accumulate material wealth,
often at the expense of others. A
narrow conception of the good
life is leading to a crisis of
moral values. Like the issue of
corruption, a narrow notion of
the good life leads to the erosion
of values such as transparency,
probity, social responsibility,
and honesty. Due to this, person-
al interests have been promoted
in place of public interest.
Climate change Meeting the

never-ending human demands
over the years has put tremen-
dous pressure on the planet's re-
sources. The planet is warming
at an unprecedented rate, gla-
ciers are melting, and wildlife is
disappearing. All these calami-
ties have arisen out of attach-
ment to over-materialism.

For example, the crisis in
Joshimath is the result of
choosing economics over ecolo-
gy or the ecosystem. It is often
said that "unlimited power is
apt to corrupt the minds of
those who possess it". A recent
example is that of a civil ser-
vant who cleared a sports stadi-
um for dog walking and asked
the athletes to leave. Today, if
someone is asked what is his
goal, he would say that money.
They have the urge to do any-
thing to get it. Even if it has to
be accomplished by adopting

the wrong path. Don't know how
many such examples will be
seen which show how much the
youth have dropped their moral
values in themselves. Sadly,
they do not recognize manners,
culture, and morality, nor are
they ready to accept them.
Today's young generation is
walking like a mad elephant,
forgetting morals and values
and trampling everything that
comes it's way. He is oblivious to
what will happen whenever he
falls to the ground. This is hap-
pening only because of a lack of
moral values.

The great land on which great
personalities like Maryada
Purushottam Shriram and
Arjuna were born. Today man-
ners, morals, and values are
being lost from the same land.
Sanskar takes us to the heights
of success. When we forget our
ideals, culture, and purpose,
then only failures come into our
hands. The bitter truth is that
today's youth do not know about
values, ideals, and principles. If
we think honestly, then there is
no one else who is spreading im-
morality and rudeness but we
are. We have to take steps to
save them as well. Give good
manners and education to your
children. A child is like a blank
paper, it is our duty to write a
note of culture, moral values,
and manners on that blank
paper. There is still time and
from today itself we have to take
an oath that instead of blaming
the youth, we should teach val-
ues, morals, and manners to the
children. Today the focus is on
wealth, modern luxuries, and
sensual pleasures, with a focus
on the end rather than the
means.

Reasonable means are not
given importance to achieve
these means, due to which
moral values are neglected.
This leads to crony capitalism,

scams, crime, and growing in-
equality in society. The narrow
notion of a good life, being
against Gandhian principles, is
leading to the Gandhian 7 Social
Sins, which can cause serious
harm to society. For example,
black money and tax evasion - a
result of 'money without work',
similarly the bombing of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki - re-
flects 'science without humani-
ty'. Dissatisfaction, alienation,
disturbance, agitation, inequali-
ty, disharmony, anarchy, lack of
ideals, injustice, tyranny, humil-
iation, failure, depression, in-
stability, uncertainty, struggle,
and violence… all these sur-
round our lives today.
Communalism, ethnicity, lin-
guism, regionalism, and vio-
lence in the individual and the
society is the responsible rea-
son behind the narrow ill feel-
ings and problems.

If the elements of morality
are not sufficiently available in
the children's environment,
then the elements which will be
dominant in the environment
will become a part of life. That
is why it is said that values are
not taught, they are acquired.
To address the crisis of moral
values, there is a need to pro-
mote a holistic vision of the
good life. To find the true mean-
ing of life, Buddha left his home
and wealth. One can learn the
values of truthfulness, right-
eousness, honesty, and compas-
sion from the lives of Raja
Harishchandra, Mahatma
Gandhi, and Dr. Kalam.
Emphasizing the broad dimen-
sions of moral values can en-
sure the long-term well-being of
individuals in particular and so-
ciety as a whole.

(Writer is a Poet, freelance
journalist, and columnist,

All India Radio and TV pan-
elist. Views are personal)
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Bhopal Gas Tragedy:
A Hard-Fought Battle

The Bhopal Gas Tragedy is a
tragic event that had a pro-
found impact on the lives of
thousands of people, and it is
regrettable that it took so long
to reach a final conclusion.
However, it is important to
note that the legal process can
be complex, and it often takes
time to resolve complicated
cases like this. While the
court's decision to reject the
curative petition filed by the
government may seem harsh,
it is based on a careful exami-
nation of the facts and legal
principles involved. The court's
observations about the govern-
ment's negligence and failure
to take out relevant insurance
policies are a reminder of the
importance of corporate re-
sponsibility and accountability.
It is also worth noting that the
Bhopal Gas Tragedy was not
just a legal issue, but also a
human tragedy that had far-
reaching social and environ-
mental consequences. While
the legal process can provide
some measure of closure and
compensation, it cannot undo
the damage that has already
been done. While the Bhopal
Gas Tragedy case may be a tes-
tament to the slow pace of jus-
tice, it also highlights the im-
portance of holding corpora-
tions accountable for their ac-
tions and ensuring that victims
are adequately compensated.

YYaasshh  ppaall  RRaallhhaann,,  JJaallaannddhhaarr

Need strong 
agri policy

I am writing to express my
concern over the current state
of agriculture in our country. In
my opinion, there is a dire
need for a strong agriculture
policy that covers all aspects
of the industry, including the
depletion of natural resources,
soil health, and environmental
changes affecting food pro-
duction. It is essential that
farmers, particularly those
with small landholdings, are
encouraged to practice diversi-
fied farming. Many of these
farmers stick to traditional
farming methods of wheat and
paddy due to the assured re-
muneration, but diversifying
their crops could help con-
serve groundwater. Crops like
millets, maize, and barley
could be viable alternatives. To
support these farmers, the
government needs to provide
an assured price mechanism
and purchase system for their
crops. Additionally, the
Department of Agriculture and
research institutions should
collaborate to develop climate-
resilient crop varieties.
Moreover, a strong sale-pur-
chase mechanism policy that
aligns with farmers' needs is
crucial. With proper imple-
mentation, such policies could
help promote sustainable agri-
culture practices and provide
much-needed support to our
farmers.

MMaannoojj  KKuummaarr,,  RRaaiippuurr

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍
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Indian Navy's indigenously built guided missile frigate, INS Sahyadri and fleet tanker, INS Jyoti participated in the third edition of
the multilateral exercise La Perouse conducted in the Indian Ocean Region.

LA PEROUSE EXERCISE

T ensions between the US and Russia have intensi-
fied with the recent crash of a US spy drone into

the Black Sea, marking a dangerous escalation in hostil-
ities amid the one-year-old Ukraine war. The incident
has further hardened battle lines in the West-vs-Russia
conflict, with both sides accusing each other of provo-
cation. The threat of mutual retaliation looms large, and
the possibility of initiating an independent probe into
the drone case and working out a mechanism to pre-
vent recurrence of such happenings appears remote.
According to the US military, two Russian Su-27 jets
carried out a "reckless intercept" of the MQ-9 drone
while it was in international airspace, dumped fuel on it,
and flew in front of it in "unsafe maneuvers." However,
Russia has denied any wrongdoing, stating that the
drone, which was detected near the Crimean peninsula,
crashed after "sharp maneuvering." Russian
Ambassador to the US Anatoly Antonov has alleged that
the UAV deliberately moved towards Russian territory
with its transponders turned off. The direct confronta-
tion between Washington and Moscow comes during a
critical stage of the war. The geopolitical polarization is
so acute that the possibility of defusing the situation
appears remote. The prevailing mistrust and insecurity
have been aggravated by the deal that the US, UK, and
Australia have sealed to create a fleet of nuclear-pow-
ered attack submarines. The move is ostensibly aimed
at ensuring that the strategic Indo-Pacific region re-
mains "free and open," but the objective of countering
China's assertiveness is an open secret. No wonder
Beijing has warned that the three countries are travel-
ling "further down the dangerous and wrong path." This
incident highlights the dangers of escalating tensions
between major powers, particularly at a time when the
world is grappling with multiple crises. In recent years,
there have been several similar incidents involving the
US and China, which have led to heightened tensions
between the two nations. Last month, a Chinese surveil-
lance balloon was shot down by the US after it made an
incursion into American airspace. Tensions were even-
tually reduced, but the incident cast a shadow on the al-
ready strained US-China relations, prompting Secretary
of State Antony Blinken to call off his Beijing trip. The
situation in Ukraine remains precarious, and any escala-
tion of hostilities could have dire consequences not only
for the region but also for the wider world. The onus is
on the major players to exercise restraint and not resort
to provocative moves that could trigger an even more
devastating war than the one dragging on in eastern
Europe. It is essential that diplomatic channels remain
open, and both sides should work towards a peaceful
resolution of the conflict. The recent drone incident in
the Ukraine war underscores the need for greater cau-
tion and restraint from major powers. Any escalation of
tensions could have severe consequences, and it is es-
sential that all sides work towards a peaceful resolution
of the conflict. The world is already grappling with mul-
tiple crises, and a major war could have catastrophic
consequences. The onus is on the major players to exer-
cise restraint and avoid provocative moves that could
trigger a wider conflict.

The modern lifestyle's fixation on a narrow defini-
tion of the good life is undermining multiple moral
values. To tackle this crisis, it's crucial to encourage a
more comprehensive view of what constitutes a ful-
filling existence. Buddha famously abandoned his
riches and household to discover the purpose of life.
We can also draw inspiration from the examples set
by Raja Harishchandra, Mahatma Gandhi, and Dr.
Kalam, who embodied values such as honesty, com-
passion, and uprightness. Prioritizing a wider range
of moral principles can safeguard the long-term pros-
perity of both individuals and society.

Provocative Acts

Humanity is being trampled by the madness of comfort

Kajal Chatterjee

E nglish writer Neville Cardus
had compared scoreboard

with "Ass", but what is statistics
apart from mere compilation of
data registered in scoreboards.
So by drawing inspiration from
that Cardus theory, Statistics can
also be equated to "Ass".
However it gets regularly seen
how statistics are adjudged as
the be-all and end-all of Cricket
and cricketers/teams getting
judged or compared on basis of
such mere compilation of num-
bers.  But a cricketer's worth can
never be necessarily judged by
mere statistics only. If one takes
a glimpse at the statistics of
Madanlal, it will not draw enough
inspiration as such. But those
who used to watch cricket in the
decade of the 1980s can assert
with much conviction that be it
as a batsman bowler or fielder,
Madanlal used to give his best
with heart out with a never-say-
die unconquering attitude. 

Despite not being a specialist
batsman, he used to face the
fearsome battery of Marshal-
Roberts-Holding-Garner with
head hold high despite  equipped

with inferior protective gear
compared to present times.
Same holds true for the likes of
Yashpal Sharma, Roger Binny or
a bit junior to them Chetan
Sharma - - - might not have a
"glorious" statistics, but all used
to possess toughness enough to
get going when the going were
tough. No wonder why barring
Sunil Gavaskar Kapildev
Mohinder Amarnath and Syed
Kirmani ; the Indian first eleven
of the 1983 Prudential Cup was
not made of world-class crick-
eters with glorious statistics to
show off, yet they managed to
beat the mighty West Indies of
Clive Llyod (one of the strongest
teams in the history of interna-
tional cricket) to emerge as
World Champions. In contrast,
the much overhyped team of
Virat Kohli, despite a flood of
cricketers with "enviable" statis-
tics in all departments of the
game, had not managed to win
Test Championship, ODI World
Cup or even the global version of
T20.

Also it gets regularly noted
that many cricketers, possessed
of various sorts of records in
their kitty, hardly excel when the
chips are down. In contrast, the

non-specialist batsman
Wriddhiman Saha regularly used
to shine with the bat and come
up with crucial innings whenever
the team used to find itself in
dire straits - - - remember his
brave innings of 61 not out to
save India from a possible defeat
against New Zealand in Kanpur
Test that too when he was suffer-
ing from unbearable pain of stiff
neck. The Bengal lad might have
been brutally "rewarded" with a
stern declaration by the team
management in crystal clear
terms that he has no future in the
national team due to the pres-
ence of  "very very special"
Rishabh Pant in the mix ; yet the
fact remains that in critical
times, the much-neglected
much-discriminated Saha's bat
used to talk much more effec-
tively than many overhyped
glamorous top order batters of
"glorious" statistics. So statistics
can never be the be-all and end-
all of the game. 

And never can cricketers,
spanning generations, be com-
pared with each other by virtue
of mere statistics as conditions
of the game (nature of pitch,
bowling/ fielding restrictions,
quality of protective gear, fre-

quency of matches,
coaching/training facilities) un-
dergo swift or drastic changes in
successive decades. So with
cricketing environment undergo-
ing significant changes with
time, never can any cricketer of
say 1970-s be compared with
that of 1950-s 1990-s or current
times by latching on mere statis-
tics which can never differenti-
ate between runs scored against
Clive Llyod's West Indies (that
too in Caribbean Islands) and
that against Sri Lanka/
Bangladesh/ Zimbabwe in re-
spective home conditions. In the
same vein, bowling against the
likes of Zaheer Abbas Greg
Chapell Graham Gooch or Vivian
Richards can definitely not be
compared with garnering moun-
tain of wickets against the bat-
ters of much lesser calibre of or-
dinary opposition teams.  In this
context, isn't it naive to debate
whether Bishan Singh Bedi
/Bhagwat Chandra-sekhar is in-
ferior /superior to Anil
Kumble/Ravindra Jadeja just by
having a glimpse at respective
statistics.

Lastly, mere accessibility of
statistics at the click of a mouse
can never make a person more

appreciative of the game.
Previously "uninformed" specta-
tors used to eagerly watch the
home team blocking deliveries
after deliveries to save the Test
on the fifth day wicket and often
used to admonish the batter if he
knocked a boundary by losing
patience. Today in exactly same
situation of the game, I wonder
how many "statistically-enlight-
ened" Indian spectators would
relish the fight between bat and
ball with hardly any boundary
/over boundary in sight and no
DJ/cheergirls in background.
Rather the batters would be
booed on accusation of "boring"
batting. And yes draws can be
enjoyable too depending upon
the overall situation of the
match;  only a poor student of
the game believes that Test
cricket should be about mere
winning or losing ie result - bear-
ing with no provision of
Honorable Draws in its lexicon.
After all many Drawn Test
matches have generated infinite
times more entertainment thrill
and skills in history than several
Indian wins in underprepared
wickets in home soil with the op-
position getting "spinned to
death" within 3-4 days.

Statistics: Neither Be-all Nor End-all of Cricket

I n today's society, it is crucial for women to
achieve financial stability. Financial stability is a

state where a person is able to support themselves
and their dependents without facing financial hard-
ships. This includes having enough savings, invest-
ments, and a steady source of income to cover daily
expenses, emergencies, and long-term goals. 

HHeerree  aarree  ssoommee  rreeaassoonnss  wwhhyy  ffiinnaanncciiaall  
ssttaabbiilliittyy  iiss  iimmppoorrttaanntt  ffoorr  wwoommeenn

IInnddeeppeennddeennccee:: Financial stability gives women the
freedom to make their own choices and live life on
their own terms. It provides them with the power to
make decisions about their careers, education, and
personal life without being dependent on others.

SSaaffeettyy:: Financial stability can also be a means of
protection for women. In situations of abuse, finan-
cial dependence can be a significant obstacle for
women who want to leave their partners. Having fi-
nancial stability can give them the means to escape
an abusive situation and start a new life.

RReettiirreemmeenntt::  Women tend to live longer than men
and often have to rely on their own savings in their
old age. Therefore, it is essential for women to plan
for their retirement and have enough savings to sus-
tain themselves after they retire.

EEqquuaall  ooppppoorrttuunniittiieess:: Financial stability can help
bridge the gender pay gap and create equal opportu-
nities for women. With financial stability, women can
invest in their education, start their own businesses,
and have the means to negotiate for better pay.
Financial stability is not only important for women's
personal growth but also for their safety, security,
and independence. Therefore, it is crucial for women
to take charge of their finances and work towards
achieving financial stability.

Importance of Financial 
Stability for Women

Central Chronicle invites articles, write-ups, and comments on a wide range of
issues for our editorial page. Submissions should be between 800-900 words in
length. In addition, we welcome letters to the editor for this page. While letters

may be edited for clarity, we aim to preserve the integrity of the original message,
and ask that they be kept to around 50-60 words. Submissions can be sent via

email to editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com.

DR. SATYAWAN SAURABH

US-Russia Tensions Amid Ukraine War



MMuummbbaaii,,  MMaarr  1166::  

HDFC Bank, India’s largest
private bank and Flipkart
Wholesale, the omnichannel
B2B platform with an exten-
sive online and offline pres-
ence, of India’s homegrown
Flipkart Group, today
launched an industry-first co-
branded credit card exclusive-
ly for Flipkart Wholesale
members. The credit card will
run on the Diners Club
International® network, part
of the Discover Global
Network, and can be used in
more than 200 countries
around the world where
Diners Club cards are accept-
ed. As part of this collabora-
tion, registered members of
Flipkart Wholesale will be
able to avail of 5% cashback
– an industry-first offer, on
Flipkart Wholesale online

spends. Other benefits include
INR 1,500 worth of activation
cashback, with zero joining
fee, along with additional
cashback on utility bills and
other expenses.  

Through the launch of these
credit cards, we will help
smaller retailers manage their
cash flows better while ensur-
ing that the benefits of digiti-
zation trickle into the entire
B2B ecosystem. 
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BRIEF

Appointment

New Delhi: The gov-
ernment has appoint-
ed Deepak Mohanty
as chairman of
Pension Fund
Regulatory and
Development
Authority (PFRDA).
He replaced Supratim
Bandyopadhyay,
whose term ended in
January. Prior to this,
Mohanty, a former ex-
ecutive director of the
Reserve Bank of India
(RBI), served as a
member of PFRDA.
The central govern-
ment hereby appoints
Deepak Mohanty, for-
mer whole-time mem-
ber, Pension Fund
Regulatory and
Development
Authority (PFRDA), to
the post of chairper-
son, PFRDA,
a government notifi-
cation dated March 14,
2023 said.

Milk production

New Delhi: India’s
milk production rose 5
per cent in 2021-22 to
221.06 million tonnes,
the government said
on Wednesday.
Minister of Fisheries,
Animal Husbandry &
Dairying Parshottam
Rupala on Wednesday
unveiled an annual
publication ‘Basic
Animal Husbandry
Statistics 2022’. The
Minister congratulat-
ed Animal
Husbandry’s Statistics
Division for coming
out with this publica-
tion. He said the book
has become an impor-
tant source of infor-
mation in the field of
livestock, according to
an official statement.
“Total milk produc-
tion in the country
during 2021-22 is 221.06
million tonnes,” the
statement said. In
2021-22, the milk pro-
duction has registered
an annual growth rate
of 5.29 per cent.

Coal stock 

New Delhi: Thermal
power plants moni-
tored by the Central
Electricity Authority
(CEA) had 33.5 mil-
lion tonne of coal
stock as on Sunday,
which was sufficient
to run them for 12
days at 85 per cent ca-
pacity utilisation,
Parliament was in-
formed on Thursday.
This assumes signifi-
cance in view of pro-
jection of an unprece-
dented high demand
of electricity during
this summer.
Electricity demand is
expected to touch 229
GW next month as
per power ministry
estimates.

EXCLUSIVE OFFICE

Truecaller CEO & Co-founder Alan Mamedi speaks as Truecaller India MD Rishit
Jhunjhunwala looks on during the opening of Truecaller’s first exclusive office
space outside of Sweden, in Bengaluru, Thursday, March 16.

Mumbai, Mar 16: 

The economy is likely to
log in a tepid 6 per cent
growth next fiscal, in line
with the consensus esti-
mates, rating agency
Crisil said on Thursday.
The agency also sees the
economy averaging a
growth rate of 6.8 per cent
over the next five fiscals.

Crisil further said it ex-
pects the corporate rev-
enue to log in double-digit
rise again next fiscal. The
National Statistical
Organisation (NSO) had
pencilled in a 7 per cent
growth for the outgoing
fiscal — something most
analysts consider to be an
ambitious number be-
cause for the economy to
close the year with 7 per
cent growth, it will have to
grow at over 4.5 per cent in
the present quarter of fis-
cal 2023, which looks ambi-
tious. In its annul growth

forecast, Crisil chief econ-
omist D K Joshi said a
complex interplay of
geopolitical events, stub-
bornly high inflation —
and sharp rate hikes to
counter that — have
turned the global environ-
ment gloomier. On the do-
mestic front, he said, the
peak impact of the rate
hikes — 250 basis points
since May 2022, which has
pushed interest rates
above pre-Covid levels will
play out more in the next
fiscal. Consumer inflation
is expected to moderate to
5 per cent on average in fis-
cal 2024 from 6.8 per cent
in fiscal 2023, owing to
high-base effect and some
softening of crude and
commodity prices.
However, a good rabi har-
vest would help cool food
inflation, while the slow-
ing economy should mod-
erate core inflation. The
risks to inflation are tilted

upward, given the ongoing
heat wave and the World
M e t e o r o l o g i c a l
Organization’s prediction
that an El Ni o warming
event is likely over the
next couple of months,
Joshi said.

Joining him, Amish
Mehta, the agency’s man-
aging director, said the
country’s medium-term
growth prospects are
healthier. Over the next
five fiscals, “we expect
GDP to grow at 6.8 per cent
annually”, with the next
fiscal delivering 6 per cent,
driven by capital and pro-
ductivity increases.

He further said what is
also good to see is the in-
creasing sustainability
footprint of capex. At pres-
ent, nearly 9 per cent of
the infrastructure and in-
dustrial capex is green.
“We see this number ris-
ing to 15 per cent” by this
fiscal.

Economy likely to log in
a tepid 6 per cent

growth next fiscal: Crisil

New Delhi, Mar 16:

Italian automaker
Automobili Lamborghini
plans to deploy hybrid
technology in its models in
India by the end of 2024 as
the Italian super sports car
maker aims to halve the
emissions from its cars in
the coming years, accord-
ing to a top company exec-
utive. The niche player
also expressed confidence
that the country’s taxation
policy remains consistent
though any tax reductions
will be welcome. The com-
pany currently sells three
models — premium SUV
Urus and two super sports

cars Huracan Tecnica and
Aventador in the country,
with prices starting up-
wards of Rs 3 crore. “The
roadmap for us is that by
the end of 2024 we are
going to hybridise our en-
tire model range. So this
year we will have a first hy-
brid, the new V12, then in
2024 we will have the Urus
hybrid and also a new V10
which is also going to be a
hybrid,” Lamborghini
India Head Sharad
Agarwal told PTI. In 2028,
the company plans to
bring in a fourth model
globally which is going to
be the fully electric model,
he added. “The idea is to

reduce 50 per cent of the
emissions from our cars by
2025,” Agarwal said. The
company will bring in the
upgraded models globally
and then introduce them
in the Indian market as
well. Lamborghini began
its India operations in
2007. Last year, it sold 92
units in India, a growth of
33 per cent over 69 units in
2021. When asked if the
high rate of taxation on
imported cars is affecting
the growth of the luxury
car segment in India,
Agarwal said: “Today, the
market is aligned to the
current tax structure that
we have.

Lamborghini to deploy hybrid tech 
across model range in India by 2024-end

NTPC commissions
green coal plant 

in Varanasi
NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  MMaarr  1166::  State-
owned power giant NTPC has
commissioned first-of-its-kind
commercial green coal project
in Varanasi, which will make
torrefied charcoal from munici-
pal waste. Nearly three years
ago NTPC had planned to make
green coal (torrefied charcoal)
from municipal waste, a com-
pany statement said. NTPC’s
arm NTPC Vidyut Vyapar
Nigam Ltd (NVVNL) had award-
ed the project on an EPC (engi-
neering procurement construc-
tion) basis to Macawber
Beekay, and recently the first
reactor module of 200 tonnes
per day (TPD) capacity green
coal plant was installed and
commissioned for NTPC’s Harit
Koyla (Green Coal) Pariyojna
plant at Ramana in Varanasi, it
stated. The total capacity of
this plant after installation of
all three modules shall be 600
TPD of waste handling capaci-
ty. The plant is built on 20 acres
of land. Torrefied charcoal
(green coal) which is similar to
natural coal can be successful-
ly blended with fuel in thermal
power plants to produce elec-
tricity. The process is environ-
ment-friendly as there is no
burning of waste, it is rather
processed inside the reactor
using Macawber Beekay’s spe-
cialised conversion technology.

New Delhi, Mar 16:

Kotak Mahindra Bank
CEO Uday Kotak said on
Thursday said that with
macro factors turning pos-
itive, India can “navigate
well” the current turmoil
in the global financial
market and stand out.
India, he said, will benefit
from low oil prices in the
international market and
the country’s current ac-
count deficit (CAD) is ex-
pected to decline to below
2 per cent in 2003-24.

The global markets have
roiled over the last week
after two banks in the
United States went belly
up. “Even as the global
turmoil continues in fi-
nancial markets, the
macro factors are turning
better for India. The cur-
rent account deficit looks

below 2.5 per cent in FY 23
and going below 2 per cent
in FY 24. Lower oil helps.
If we walk our talk and
navigate well, India can
stand out in this turbu-
lence,” Kotak tweeted.
Signature Bank, New
York, which lent mostly to
the crypto industry, was
shut down by the regula-
tors on Sunday after there
was a run on their de-
posits.

India can navigate well financial
market turmoil: Uday Kotak

MMuummbbaaii,,  MMaarr  1166::  Himalaya
Wellness Company, a leading
Wellness brand, has
announced the launch of its
latest product, Himalaya
Natural Glow Rose Face Wash.
The launch is supported bythe
#NotFair campaign that it
ranin collaboration with Royal
Challengers Bangalore
(RCB)team in Women’s
Premier League (WPL). During
the first two days of the match,
the RCB players were seen
sporting #NotFair on their
headgears,which sparked
curiosity among viewers.
Followingthat, the headgears
had the message “Himalaya
Rose, Beauty is not equal to
Color”, this generated discus-
sion about the importance of
embracing every skin color and
every face. This reveal was
planned on International
Women’s Day (8th March),

whichalso marked the official
launch of the product. The
#NotFair campaign’s motive is
to debunk beauty myths and
encourage inclusivity. It is to
not onlyhighlight the impor-
tance of embracing all skin
tones but alsocelebrate this
diversity, challenging unfair
beauty standards prevalent in
society. It promotes self-loveby
appreciatingtheindividuality of
every beauty, irrespective of
skin color.

The partnership between
Himalaya and RCB during the
Women’s Premier League
(WPL) is a step towards pro-
moting beauty positivity. The
key message conveyed
through the campaign isthat
“Beauty Has No Color. Every
face has a special glow, and
this individuality of glow
should not only be appreciat-
ed but also celebrated.”

Himalaya Rose Face Wash
celebrates inclusivity

Mumbai, Mar 16: 

Tata Motors, India’s
leading automobile manu-
facturer and the pioneer of
the EV evolution in India,
today proudly announced
that India’s most trusted
and driven EV – the Nexon
EV has successfully en-
tered the India Book of
Records by covering the
‘Fastest’ Kashmir
toKanyakumari drive by
an EV.

The Nexon EV – India’s
number one electric vehi-
cle completed the drive of
4003kms in just 95 hours
and 46 minutes (under 4
days), successfully prov-
ing its ability to undertake
multi-city trips.
Furthermore, this non-
stop drive was also possi-
ble because of the en-
hanced uninterrupted
Public Charging network

present on the Indian
Highways. Having spent a
total of 28 hours resulting
in only 21 stops for fast
charging throughout the
trip, the Nexon EV not
only saved up on time in
the completion of the total
trip but also saved up a
considerable amount on
the cost when compared to
an ICE vehicle.

During the drive, the
Nexon EV, which was driv-

en just like any other car
across challenging ter-
rains and extreme weath-
er conditions, delivered an
average real-world range
of 300+kms with ease.
This beautiful drive was
also enjoyed by the compa-
ny’s very own leadership
team, who drove the
Nexon EV along the land-
scapes of India. In addi-
tion to the ‘Fastest’ K2K
drive by an EV record, the

Nexon EV has created 23
additional records.

Commenting on this re-
markable achievement,
Mr. Shailesh Chandra,
MD, Tata Motors
Passenger Vehicles Ltd
and Tata Passenger
Electric Mobility Ltd.,said,
“The Nexon EV has fur-
ther validated its capabili-
ties by entering the Indian
Book of Records, for the
fastest K2K drive by an EV.
This achievement is a tes-
tament of the enormous
competency of the product
and the availability of a
healthy charging infra-
structure across the coun-
try – further bolstered by
Tata Power’s presence
across the country. There
was a fast charging station
at regular intervals, be-
tween 75 kms -100 kms,
which itself is a great feat
for India’s EV ecosystem.

Nexon EV makes a landmark entry into India Book of Records

New Delhi, Mar 16:

Chief Economic
Advisor V Anantha
Nageswaran on
Thursday said the global
uncertainty has been ris-
ing after the recent devel-
opments in the United
States and governments,
businesses and individu-
als should keep ‘margins
of safety’ in fiscal, corpo-
rate and savings account
planning. He said the
global growth estimates
of the International
Monetary Fund (IMF)
given in January looks
outdated and countries
will have to watch what
the developments in the
US over the last week
would do to confidence,
bank lending growth and

the subsequent chain ef-
fects. Two banks in
America have gone belly
up over the last week.
Signature Bank, New
York, which lent mostly
to crypto industry was
shut down by the regula-
tors on Sunday after
there was a run on their
deposits. Besides, the

failure of Silicon Valley
Bank last week left many
startups, tech companies,
entrepreneurs and VC
funds nervous and jittery.
SVB, the 16th largest
bank in the United
States, was closed on
Friday last by the
California Department of
Financial Protection and
Innovation which later
appointed the FDIC as its
receiver. Speaking at the
Crisil India Outlook sem-
inar, Nageswaran said
uncertainty has been on
a rising trend and has
gone up a few notches in
the last week and this is
something which coun-
tries need to live with,
not only this year but for
the next year and be-
yond.

Global uncertainty rising, need to
maintain ‘margins of safety’: CEA

New Delhi, Mar 16: 

With stock exchanges
freezing shares of its pro-
moters, Patanjali Foods on
Thursday said the move
will not impact the compa-
ny’s operation and it will
start the process of
launching a Follow-On
Public Offering (FPO) in
April to increase the pub-
lic shareholding to 25 per
cent. Stock exchanges NSE
and BSE have frozen the
shares of promoters of
Baba Ramdev-led
Patanjali Group firm
Patanjali Foods, which is a
major edible oil player. In
an interview with PTI,
Ramdev assured his in-
vestors and public share-
holders that there would
be no impact of Patanjali
Foods Ltd’s (PFL) opera-
tion and financial per-

formance and its growth
trajectory will remain in-
tact. “There is no reason
for the investors to worry,”
he said. According to
Ramdev, promoters’
shares are already under
lock-in as per Sebi guide-
lines till April 8, 2023,
which is one year from the
date of listing, and the lat-
est move by stock ex-
changes do not appear to
have a negative impact on

the functioning of PFL. He
further said that PFL is
being operated by
Patanjali group in an
“ideal way” and is taking
care of all factors such as
the expansion of business
and distribution, prof-
itability and performance.
“We will be diluting
around 6 per cent stake.
There are no questions
about that,” he said,
adding the delay was be-
cause the market condi-
tion was not favourable.

When asked about the
time frame, he said: “We
will start the process for
FPO in April, immediately
after finishing the current
financial year.” The
Haridwar-based group has
already “lined up” off-
shore and domestic in-
vestors, who are ready to
invest into the PFL.

Patanjali to bring another FPO for Patanjali Foods;
to start process from April, says Baba Ramdev

HDFC Bank, Flipkart 
Wholesale launch industry-first

co-branded credit card DDeettrrooiitt,,  MMaarr  1155:: Honda is recall-
ing a half-million vehicles in the
U.S. and Canada because the
front seat belts may not latch
properly. The recall covers some
of the the automaker’s top-sell-
ing models including the 2017
through 2020 CR-V, the 2018 and
2019 Accord, the 2018 through
2020 Odyssey and the 2019
Insight. Also included is the
Acura RDX from the 2019 and
2020 model years. Honda says in
documents posted Wednesday

by U.S. safety regulators that
the surface coating on the chan-
nel for the buckle can deterio-
rate over time. The release but-
ton can shrink against the chan-
nel at lower temperatures,
increasing friction and stopping
the buckle from latching. If the
buckle doesn’t latch, a driver or
passenger may not be
restrained in a crash, increasing
the risk of injury. Honda says it
has no reports of injuries caused
by the problem.

Honda recalling 500,000 vehicles
to fix seat belt problem



Chitrangda finds her 
chemistry ‘exceptional’ with

Sara, Vikrant in ‘Gaslight’
Bollywood ac-

tress Chitrangada
Singh, who will be seen

playing the role of Rukmini in the
upcoming web series 'Gaslight',

shared her experience working with
Sara Ali Khan and Vikrant Massey in

the suspense thriller.
The actress is playing the lead char-

acter Misha's (Sara Ali Khan) stepmoth-
er. While Misha is a physically challenged

girl, Rukmini is a mysterious character.
While Chitrangada in the trailer of the web se-

ries apparently looks like a caring mother who wel-
comes her physically challenged stepdaughter, there
are many secrets she seems to be hiding from Misha
about her missing father. On the other hand, Vikrant
Massey is seen as the king's personal assistant.

Sharing her working experience with Sara and Vikrant,
Chitrangada said: "It was absolutely lovely working with
Sara and Vikram. The two have done an abundance of
work in Bollywood and the casting of this film sets you up
for interesting scenes." Chitrangda who made her film
debut with 'Hazaaron Khwaishein Aisi', was also seen in
the comedy movie 'Desi Boys', 'Inkaar', and she was also
appreciated for her role as Latika in the series 'Modern
Love Mumbai' and she was also part of 'Bob Biswas'.

The actress further shared that as a person she, Sara,
and Vikrant are completely different but their on-
screen chemistry looks perfect and makes the plot in-
triguing. "The three of us are very distinct from one
another as people and actors, but together the
chemistry and suspense we were able to build
and create in regard to the plot are honestly
exceptional. You can only expect that we
have had a great time on set," she
added. 'Gaslight' will be streaming
from March 31 on Disney+
Hotstar.

ACROSS
1. Took a cab
5. Memo letters
9. Kindled again
14. Leg front
15. Vex
16. Thrill
17. Laboratory bottle
18. Diva's solo
19. Discourage
20. Arctic animal (2 wds.)
22. Valuable stones

23. Downpours
24. Rough
26. Riddles
29. Conceited
30. Folk wisdom
31. Blabbermouth
35. Luau garland
36. Regards highly
39. Feathery scarf
40. Declared
42. Solidifies
43. Big cat

44. Frighten
47. Snoozing
50. Dickens title beginning (2 wds.)
51. Chowder ingredient
52. Get rid of
56. Cassettes
58. Horrid
59. Scored on serve
60. Happening
61. Supplements
62. Bell sound
63. River mouth
64. Cozy abode
65. Whirlpool

DOWN
1. Invitation inits.
2. Toledo's state
3. Watch face
4. Make bigger
5. "Lawrence of ____"
6. Fire truck alarms
7. Pseudonym
8. Juicy fruit
9. Maroon
10. Classy
11. Tardier
12. List entries
13. Brief
21. Crash into
24. Composed
25. Lubricates
26. Jazz singer ____ Fitzgerald
27. Nays
28. Eye part
29. Neckline shape
31. Koppel or Williams

32. Aid and ____
33. Lounge about
34. Soothe
36. Famed canal
37. Street sign
38. Twice five
41. Helium, e.g.
42. Small bomb
44. Actress Julia ____
45. Least wild
46. Muhammad ____
47. Performed
48. Unpaid toiler
49. Jacket part
50. Similar
52. Equal
53. Amino ____
54. Minister to
55. Jumpy
57. Terminal (abbr.)
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The recently conclud-
ed LFW X FCI event
in Mumbai saw a lot

go Bollywood glamour
both on and off the run-
way. While many say it is a
return to pre pandemic
days, others say that fash-
ion has gone back to a time
in the business when stars
overpowered fashion and
collections were sidelined.

Be that as it may, from
amongst the bevy of beau-
ties at the event, we got a
rare sighting of actress
Parineeti Chopra who
walked the runway for de-
signer Ritika
Mirchandani. Chopra was
a picture of elegance when
she stopped the show, in a
shimmering, white, long,
fitted, skirt with a high slit,
matching bralette teamed
with a structured-shoul-
ders long-sleeved, heavily,
embellished, floor-length
jacket.

The "Fair La Fete" collec-
tion, was a homage to joy-
ful fashion at Lakme
Fashion Week in partner-
ship with FDCI.

Parineeti speaks about
her upcoming project.

Talent or hard work,
what do you think is
stronger our more impor-
tant?

Chopra: Neither of them
can exist without the other,
you could be very talented

but if you don't put in the
work it's going to take you
nowhere and without tal-
ent sometimes you can
work very hard and take
yourself a long way, so I
think they both are inter-
vened and I always believe
they go together.

Any upcoming project
that's very close to your
heart?

Chopra: I recently fin-
ished shooting a film called
Chamkila with Diljeet, di-
rected by Imtiaz and I am
very excited about it, be-
cause it's the first time that
I will be singing in a film.
It's a very important biopic
about the greatest Punjabi
singer of all time and it's
really close to my heart.

What's your take on
fashion?

Chopra: I never really
follow trends as I really
don't understand fashion
as much. I am always a
sneaker and comfort dress-
ing girl and I think I will
continue being that.

What is your go to style
and what makes you
happy when it comes to
fashion?

Chopra: A white t-shirt,
blue shorts and white
sneakers is something
what I would like to wear
at my own wedding. So,
you can imagine how
much I love it.

Parineeti Chopra to sing
her first song for a film

Actress Shriya Saran,
who is known for her
work in films like

'Drishyam' franchise,
'Awarapan', 'Sivaji: The
Boss' and 'RRR', is awaiting
the release of her next film
'Kabzaa'. She recently
shared that her co-actor in
the film Upendra Rao, does
not act like a superstar
when he is on the sets and is
very humble.

Talking about the first
time she shared screen
space with Upendra, Shriya
said: "The first time I met
him, we were shooting for
the song 'Namaami
Namaami'. It's beautifully
choreographed by Chinni
sir. The crew mentioned
that Upendra sir is coming
on set and everyone around
was talking about him.
Suddenly he walked in

while I was learning my
dance steps."She then spoke
about how Upendra graced
the set, in great detail. She
told IMDb: "I turned back
and saw him in his regal
outfit as he is dressed as a
king in the song. He was
smiling even though every-
one around him was very
quiet and serious. He
walked in with a big smile
and was full of laughter. He
is a superstar but doesn't
act like one. He is simply in
love with his film set and
is having a good time. For
him it's really hard to ac-
cept appreciation but
it's very easy for him
to appreciate and
praise others,
and that speaks
volumes about
him."

One of the busiest actors of
the industry right now,

Radhika Madan resumes shoot
of her seventh consecutive
film. However, what makes it
special is that in nine years of
her career and twelve differ-
ent films, Radhika is shooting
in her hometown Delhi for the
first time. Hailing from Delhi,
Radhika left her hometown at
a very young age and has
been making a mark in the
entertainment industry with
diverse, experimental and
impressive performances one
after another. Creating a
record, Radhika shot for and
wrapped six projects last year,
which are slated to release
this year. Hopping on to her
next, the Angrezi Medium
actor began shooting for her
next earlier this year.
Beginning the next schedule of
her film, Radhika Madan has
reached her hometown Delhi
and expressed her happiness
of shooting in her city through
an Insta story. 

Radhika shoots in
her hometown Delhi 

Shriya Saran: Upendra Rao doesn’t
act like the superstar he is

Recently Kubbra Sait revealed
dark and untold chapters of
her life in a book authored

basis her experiences, commending
the actress for shedding her bag-
gage bravely through her book,
Maniesh Paul adored her strength
and courage as he hosted the ac-
tress on his show, The Maniesh
Paul Podcast.

After suffering from the emotion-
al trauma and baggage of physical
abuse at a young age of seventeen at
the hands of her own uncle, Kubbra
Sait finally let herself free by pen-
ning her experiences in her book.
Engaging in a heartfelt conversa-
tion discussing the same along with
other untold stories of her journey,
Kubbra Sait graced ‘The Maniesh
Paul Podcast’.

Maniesh revealed he had goose-
bumps on reading Kubbra’s dread-
ful incident of being molested by
her uncle in the short insight post-
ed by the actor and host on his so-
cial media. Sharing the glimpse
into the episode, Maniesh Paul said,

“AND SHE IS STRONG AND
HOW!!! You can’t miss this
episode!!”

Hailed for his deep and insightful
conversations with people from dif-
ferent walks of life, Maniesh Paul
has unfolded the unknown aspects
of various  personalities through
his show ‘The Maniesh Paul
Podcast’.

Earlier, Maniesh has hosted
many eminent names on his show
including Govinda, Anu Malik,
Rajpal Yadav, Gulshan Grover,
Geeta Kapoor, Prajakta Koli, Bharti
Singh, Krushna Abhishek amongst
others, in fact, the podcast has
proven instrumental in resolving
the ages-old rift between Govinda
and his nephew Krushna.

On the work front, Maniesh Paul
has been on an award winning
spree for his much-loved and appre-
ciated performance in Jugjugg
Jeeyo and is currently gearing for
his digital debut as the lead for an
interesting web show that presents
him in an all new avatar.

Maniesh Paul lauds Kubbra’s strength and courage

Sony SAB's Pushpa
Impossible is the
story of Pushpa, who

with her cheery disposi-
tion, optimistic mindset,
and unique approach to-
ward life, has captured our
hearts. Recently, in the
show, the viewers wit-
nessed a thrilling plot
wherein Pushpa (Karuna
Pandey) and Devi
(Urvashi Dholakia) did
everything they could to
rescue their daughters
from the evil hands of the
kidnappers. On the other
hand, the mastermind be-
hind the kidnapping, Dilip
Patel (Jayesh More) who is
also Pushpa’s ex-husband
has begun plotting anoth-
er evil plan against
Pushpa, and uses his and
Pushpa’s daughter, Raashi
as a victim. While every-

one has indulged in the
festival of colors, he in dis-
guise goes and meets

Raashi to greet her.
Everyone in the chawl is

happy and celebrating
Holi as with Devi’s help
Pushpa, Raashi and
Roshni were rescued from
the kidnappers. Dilip on
the other hand decides to
use Raashi, his own
daughter, as a pawn in his
evil plan to take revenge
against Pushpa.

Will Pushpa find out
about Dilip’s evil plan?

Karuna Pandey, who
plays the role of Pushpa
Patel, said, “Pushpa as a
character, never gives up
no matter what situations
life puts her in. Though
Pushpa has just dealt with
such a huge occurrence in
her life, there is no stop-
ping to the evil plans that
her ex-husband is plotting
against her.

Will Pushpa be able to safeguard her family ?

Actress Kangana
Ranaut has claimed

that the info-based web-
site Wikipedia has been
"totally hijacked by
Leftists" as the informa-
tion about her birthday
and background is
"warped".

Kangana took to
Instagram stories and
said that her birthday
falls on March 23 and not
the given date on the web-
site which states it is on
March 20.

The actress wrote:
"Wikipedia is totally hi-
jacked by leftists, most of
the information about me
like my birthday or my
height or background is
totally wrong ... no mat-
ter how much we try to
rectify it, it's warped
again..."

She added: "Anyway
many radio channels,
fans clubs, and well wish-
ers start to send birthday
greetings on 20th
March..."

Kangana says Wikipedia is ‘hijacked by
Leftists’ as info about her is wrong
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Mumbai, Mar 16 (PTI):

Star all-rounder Hardik
Pandya's leadership skills
and India's overall World
Cup preparedness will be
under focus when the
home side begin their
three-match ODI series
against Australia here on
Friday.

Pandya will captain the
Indian team in the absence
of regular skipper Rohit
Sharma, who is unavail-
able for the first ODI at the
Wankhede Stadium due to
family commitments.

The day-night match
will be Pandya's first as
captain in an ODI, though
he is the the regular India
skipper in the T20 format.
He is also the designated
vice-captain for the ODI se-
ries. Collectively as a team,
the focus will shift from
winning the four-match
Test series for the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy and
qualifying for the World
Test Championships final
in June against the same
opponents -- Australia -- to
starting preparations for
the 50-over World Cup the
country is hosting later
this year.

Keeping in mind that
India had won the title the
last time the country host-
ed the tournament -- with

MS Dhoni's team winning
the trophy in 2011 -- similar
expectations will be from
Sharma and company.

The expectations will be
particularly high because
the Indian team is a differ-
ent beast in any format
while playing at home.
Moreover, the unwanted
record of not doing well
enough in the knockout
matches of the ICC hound-
ing this group of players,

the team will be desperate
to turn things around.

India will also look to
make the most of the in-
credible start they have
had in ODIs at home this
year, winning all six
matches in total -- against
Sri Lanka and New
Zealand in two separate se-
ries. The Indians will be
wary of the fact that the
five-time World Cup win-
ners Australia have
enough firepower in their
ranks to pull off wins, de-

spite the absence of regu-
lar captain Pat Cummins
who has decided to be with
his family after the passing
of her mother.

Cummins' absence will
be felt by the visiting team
as it also looks to finalise
its preparations for the
World Cup in October-
November this year.

Like he did in the last
two matches of the Test se-
ries, the wily Steve Smith
will lead Australia in the
ODI series as well.

New Delhi, Mar 16 (PTI):

Ace Indian boxer
Nikhat Zareen started
the defence of her title
with an emphatic RSC
(referee stops contest)
win over Anakhanim
Ismayilova in the open-
ing round of the
Women's World
Championships here on
Thursday.

The tournament start-
ed with home favourite
Nikhat's bout and the
pugilist did not disap-
point. Competing in the
50kg category, the 2022
Commonwealth Games
gold medallist took her
time to judge her oppo-
nent, but once she fig-

ured out the Azerbaijan
boxer's game, there was
no stopping her. Nikhat,
who is unseeded despite
being the reigning cham-
pion, was at her aggres-
sive best as she landed a
flurry of combination
punches on her oppo-
nent.

Such was the Indian's
domination that the ref-
eree had to give
Ismayilova the 'count'
thrice before stopping the
contest in the second
round. On being unseed-
ed, Nikhat said, "It's not a
problem. That's the thing
about draws, anyone can
get any seeding. It doesn't
matter but my draw is
good, as the competition

goes on I'll get tough op-
ponents."

Nikhat will next face
top seed, 2022 African
champion Roumaysa
Boualam, in the round of
32.

"I know that boxer but I
haven't played against
her. I'm happy that India's
first bout started with me
and hopefully, I will only
end it." Sakshi (52kg) ad-
vanced to the pre-quar-
terfinals with a 5-0 unani-
mous decision win over
Colombia's Martinez
Maria Jose in the first
round. Debutant Sakshi
and Jose indulged in a
fast-paced bout, where
the Indian jabbed her
way through.

New Delhi, Mar 16 (PTI):

The Indian men's hock-
ey team jumped two places
to fourth in the latest FIH
rankings on the back of its
rare back-back-wins
against world champions
Germany and Australia in
the Pro League matches in
Rourkela.

Significantly, India
moved ahead of hockey
powerhouse Australia,
who dropped one place to
fifth.

Germany, who were on
top spot after winning
World Cup title in Odisha
in January, also slipped
two places to third spot
after losing back-to-back
matches to India.

India won all their four
matches -- two each
against Germany and
Australia -- in their FIH
Pro League matches
played at the Birsa Munda
Stadium, the world's
largest all-seater venue.

This is less than two
months after India made a
shocking last 16 exit in the
World Cup held here and
in Bhubaneswar in
January.

India won both the dou-
ble-legged matches against
Germany 3-2 and 6-3 while
they beat Australia 5-4 and
4-3 in penalty shootout
(after 2-2 in regulation
time) in the first and sec-
ond games.

Kigali, Rwanda, Mar 16 (AP):

Gianni Infantino was re-
elected FIFA president by
acclaim on Thursday
through 2027, after suggest-
ing the financial results
under his leadership would
keep an industry CEO in the
job for life.

Infantino had no election
opponent and won by ac-
claim instead of a formal
vote by the congress of 211
member federations whose
basic annual funding from
FIFA has risen from 250,000
to 2 million since his first
win in 2016. FIFA had 4 bil-

lion reserves after the World
Cup in Qatar finished in
December. It has conserva-
tively forecast record rev-
enue of at least 11 billion
through the men's 2026
World Cup being hosted in
North America.

"If a CEO tells the stake-
holders that the products
were multiplied by seven I
believe that they would keep
that CEO forever," Infantino
told FIFA members.

"They would love for this
story to keep on going. "But I
am here for a four-year cycle
only," said Infantino, whose
presidency can eventually
run for 15 years through
2031.

The Swiss lawyer was
first elected in 2016 with
FIFA in crisis after a sweep-
ing United States federal in-
vestigation of corruption re-
moved a swath of soccer of-
ficials in the Americas. The
fallout also removed veteran
FIFA president Sepp Blatter
from office within months of
being re-elected.

New Delhi, Mar 16 (PTI):

Star India batter Virat
Kohli has opened up on his
decision to step down as
skipper of Royal
Challengers Bangalore after
2021 season, saying he had
no "belief" and his "tank was
absolutely empty" towards
the end of his IPL captaincy
tenure.

RCB had a horror run in
2019 when they lost six
games in a row to eventu-
ally finish at the bottom of
the IPL table. They were
wooden spooners in the 2017
edition as well.

Kohli quit as RCB captain
after the 2021 season with
South Africa's Faf du
Plessis taking over the
reins. "The time when my
captaincy tenure was com-
ing to an end here, I was left
with no belief, to be very
honest. I was gone, the tank
was absolutely empty,"
Kohli said during his moti-
vational speech to the RCB

women's team ahead of
their clash against UP

Warriorz in the WPL on
Wednesday. "But that was
my own perspective, that
was me just an individual
saying that I have seen so
much of this, I can't just
manage it, handle it any-
more." RCB hade made it to
the playoffs in the 2020 edi-
tion for the first time since
2016 season and also

reached the knockouts in
the next two editions.

"But the next season,
new people came in, they
had new ideas, there was an
another opportunity. They
were excited, may be as an
individual I wasn't that ex-
cited. But they created the
energy and we reached the
playoffs three years in a
row," Kohli said. "Now we
start every season with the
excitement that was before
and I feel excited now, the
person who was not up to
the mark. So it is a colective
responsibility, if someone is
feeling down as well, the
others can pull them up."

Madrid, Mar 16 (AP):

There was no historic
comeback for Liverpool. Real
Madrid's title defense in the
Champions League rolls into
the quarterfinals.

Liverpool never re-
ally came close
to overcoming
its three-goal
deficit from the
first leg against the titlehold-
ers at the Santiago Bernab u
Stadium on Wednesday, los-
ing 1-0 to end its hopes of an-
other run to the final.

Karim Benzema scored
late and Madrid advanced to
the last eight for the third
straight season with a 6-2 ag-
gregate score following a 5-2
win from the first leg in
England, when it rallied
from two goals down early in
the first half.

Liverpool was trying to
pull off something never
done before in the
Champions League erase a
three-goal loss as a visitor.
Only five times the team that

lost at home rallied in the
second leg in Europe's top
club competition. "You need-

ed a special performance and
we didn't show a special per-
formance," Liverpool manag-
er Jurgen Klopp said. "In mo-
ments, it was a good per-
formance, but Real Madrid

was the team in control
the whole game.
Madrid was the
better team and de-

served to advance."
The only time Madrid

failed to advance in the
Champions League after
winning the first leg on the
road was in 2019, when it was
eliminated by Ajax in the
round of 16. It had won six of
its last seven matches
against Liverpool in the tour-
nament, drawing another.

New Delhi, Mar 16 (PTI):

Veteran Australia batter David
Warner was on Thursday
named as captain of Delhi
Capitals for the upcoming
Indian Premier League (IPL)
season in the absence of
Rishabh Pant, who is currently
undergoing rehabilitation after
a car crash.
India all-rounder Axar Patel
will be the vice-captain of the
Delhi team, a role he per-
formed last year also.
IPL 2023 begins on March 31.
DC also announced former
India captain and Ex BCCI
chief Sourav Ganguly as the
franchise's Director of Cricket.
Ganguly has been associated

with Delhi Capitals in the past
too, in the role of mentor, dur-
ing the 2019 season.
"Rishabh has been a terrific
leader for Delhi Capitals, and
we're all going to miss having
him around. I would like to
thank the management for the
faith and trust they've always
shown in me," Warner said in
a release. "This franchise has

always been home for me,
and I couldn't be more
excited to lead such a

supremely talented bunch of
players. I can't wait to meet
them all, and get cracking!"
The naming of Warner as DC
captain was on expected lines
after Pant -- who led the team
from 2021 season -- met with a
horrific car accident in late
December and successfully
underwent a knee ligament tear
surgery in Mumbai.
Warner is currently in India for
Australia's ODI leg of the tour
which begins in Mumbai on
Friday. He is one of IPL's most
prolific batters with 5881 runs
from 162 matches in the 13 sea-
sons that he has featured since
2009. He has an average of
42.01, strike rate of 140.69 and
has hit four hundreds and 55
fifties. Warner began his IPL
stint with the Delhi franchise in
2009 -- when it was Delhi
Daredevils then -- and remained
part of the team till 2013. 

Indian Wells, Mar 16 (AP):

Frances Tiafoe defeated
10th-seeded Cameron
Norrie 6-4, 6-4 to reach the
semifinals of the BNP
Paribas Open.

The 14th-seeded
American ended the 2021
champion's eight-match
winning streak to earn his
first semi berth in a
Masters 1000 tournament.

"Super happy about
today," Tiafoe said on court.
"I've been playing really

well all week. Let's keep it
going."

Tiafoe hit 22 winners and
had just nine unforced er-
rors. He punctuated the vic-
tory, which was briefly in-
terrupted by rain, by serv-
ing a love game.

"I played really quick, re-
ally close to the baseline
and I was pressuring him a
lot," Tiafoe said. "I didn't
allow him to extend points
and I was being super ac-
tive with my feet, being re-
ally aggressive." Tiafoe has-
n't dropped a set in four
matches during the tourna-
ment. Next, he'll play No. 5
Daniil Medvedev, who beat
Alejandro Davidovich
Fokina 6-3, 7-5. Medvedev
won his 18th consecutive
match and improved to 23-2
this year. He hurt his right
ankle in a three-set win
over Alexander Zverev a
day earlier. "When I
warmed up it was hurting
pretty bad," Medvedev said.
"But I knew I was going to
play." But his woes weren't
over. He fell on the court
and opened a cut on his
thumb in the sixth game of
the second set. The cut was
bandaged during a medical
timeout.

Medvedev broke
Davidovich Fokina at love
to go up 6-5 before serving
out the victory. Medvedev
won 12 of the last 14 points.

1st ODI: Hardik faces 
leadership test vs Australia

Mohammed Siraj, Suryakumar Yadav and Yuzvendra Chahal of India during a practice session ahead
of the ODI cricket series against Australia at the Wankhede Stadium in Mumbai.

Match starts: 1:30pm IST.

Indian men’s
hockey team

climb to No. 4 in
world rankings

Boxing Worlds: Nikhat
opens with scintillating win

India's Nikhat
Zareen (red)

lands a punch
on Azerbaijan's

Anakhanim
Ismayilova

during 48kg-
50kg (Light
Flyweight) 
category

Round of 64
match at the

2023 IBA
Women’s

World Boxing
Championship,
in New Delhi,

Thursday.

Real Madrid beats Liverpool to
reach Champions League QF

Real Madrid's French 
forward Karim Benzema 

celebrates after scoring his
team's first goal during the

UEFA Champions League
last 16 second leg football

match between Real Madrid
CF and Liverpool FC.

Gianni Infantino re-elected
FIFA president by acclaim

When Virat Kohli had no
belief and ‘tank was empty’

David Warner named
Delhi Capitals captain for

this IPL season

Tiafoe, Medvedev reach
Indian Wells semifinals

Frances Tiafoe of the United
States celebrates against
Cameron Norrie of Great

Britain during the BNP Paribas
Open at the Indian Wells

Tennis Garden on March 16 in
Indian Wells, California. 
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Court extends ED custody of businessman Pillai 

New Delhi, Mar 16 (PTI):

A city court on
Thursday extended
by four days the ED
custody of
Hyderabad-based
businessman Arun

Ramchandra Pillai, an al-
leged frontman for the
liquor cartel 'South Group'
arrested in a money laun-
dering case related to the
Delhi excise policy case.

The Enforcement
Directorate has claimed
Pillai is a close aide of
Bharat Rashtra Samithi
(BRS) MLC and

Telangana Chief Minister
K Chandrasekhar Rao's
daughter K Kavitha.

The ED has accused the
cartel of having paid
around Rs 100 crore as
kickbacks to the ruling
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
to gain a larger share of
the liquor market in the
national capital under
the now-scrapped Delhi
excise policy for 2020-21.

Special Judge M K
Nagapal extended
Pillai's custodial re-
mand by four days till
March 20 on a prayer by
the federal anti-money
laundering agency
which has sought exten-
sion of his custody by
five days.

The judge noted the
central agency's submis-
sion that following
Pillai's confrontation

with Hyderabad-based
chartered accountant
Butchibabu Gorantla on
Wednesday, some new de-
tails have come up and
that Gorantla has been
summoned again for fur-
ther confrontation on
Friday.

Kochi, Mar 16 (PTI): 

President Droupadi
Murmu on Thursday
urged Indian Navy person-
nel to keep themselves up-
dated on technological ad-
vancements as well as the
changing operational dy-
namics of the maritime
domain, as having a strong
and modern Navy was
paramount to protecting
the country's long coast-
line. The Supreme
Commander of the Armed
Forces said India's naval
strength was critical to the
country's strategic, mili-
tary, economic, and com-
mercial interests.

She was speaking after
presenting the President's
Colour -- the highest hon-
our that can be bestowed

upon any military unit of
India -- to INS
Dronacharya, a premier
Gunnery training insti-
tute of the Indian Navy

here. The award was pre-
sented in recognition of
the exceptional service
that the INS Dronacharya
rendered to the nation,

both in war and peace.
Lauding the institute for
being a training establish-
ment of international re-
pute and a centre for excel-
lence in gunnery and mis-
sile warfare, the President
said she was happy to note
that personnel from para-
military and police forces
have also been trained at
INS Dronacharya.

"In addition, the insti-
tute has fostered India's vi-
sion for a secure maritime
region by training officers
and sailors of our friendly
countries as well," she
said. This was her second
visit to a Navy establish-
ment as the President of
India, after she took part
in Navy Day celebrations
at Visakhapatnam with
the sailors there.

New Delhi, Mar 16 (PTI): 

The Central Bureau of
Investigation on Thursday
assured the Delhi High
Court it will not arrest
Bihar Deputy Chief
Minister Tejashwi Yadav
this month, after which
the politician agreed he
will appear before the
probe agency on March 25
for questioning in connec-
tion with a case related to
the alleged land-for-jobs
scam.

Justice Dinesh Kumar
Sharma recorded the CBI
counsel's statement that
the agency was not con-
templating to arrest
Tejashwi Yadav this
month. Following the as-
surance, senior advocate

Maninder Singh, repre-
senting Tejashwi Yadav,
submitted to the court that
the leader will appear on
March 25 before the inves-
tigating officer at CBI
headquarters in Delhi at
10:30 am.

Noting the submissions
of both the sides, the high
court disposed of the peti-
tion in which Tejashwi
Yadav has sought quash-
ing of summons issued to
him by the CBI for appear-
ing before it in Delhi.

RJD supremo and for-
mer Bihar Chief Minister
Lalu Prasad Yadav's son
Tejashwi in his plea said
he has requested the in-
vestigating officer
through multiple letters to
allow him some time as

the current Bihar assem-
bly session will conclude
on April 5.

Tejashwi Yadav's
lawyer said three sum-
mons have been issued to
him since February and
he has requested the

agency that till the budget
sessions is going on, ei-
ther he be allowed to ap-
pear in the CBI office in
Patna or if any informa-
tion or documents are re-
quired from his side then
he shall provide the same

through his authorised
representative in New
Delhi.

He said one of the co-ac-
cused was called for ques-
tioning to CBI's Delhi of-
fice but was arrested. "My
apprehension is they will
do the same thing to me.
Their endeavour is that I
come here and they arrest
me," the senior lawyer
said on behalf of
Tejashwi Yadav, who
holds four portfolios in
the Bihar government.

To this, CBI's counsel D
P Singh said the house
does not assemble on
Saturdays and Tejashwi
Yadav can appear before
the agency on any
Saturday this month as
per his convenience.
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Workers carrying baskets pluck tea leaves, at Numaligarh Golaghat Tea Estate in
Sivasagar district, Thursday.

TEA HARVESTING LAND-FOR-JOBS-SCAM

Tejashwi Yadav to appear before CBI on Mar 25

‘Keep updated with latest tech advancements’
PREZ TO NAVY PERSONNEL

President Droupadi Murmu being accorded a Guard of
Honour on her visit to Kochi, Thursday.
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Businessman Arun Ramachandra Pillai, accused in Delhi
liquor policy case, at the Enforcement Directorate (ED) of-
fice in New Delhi, Thursday.
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