
Fire 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A fire broke
out at Delhi Police's cyber
crime police station in
Rohini on Wednesday,
officials said. No injury
has been reported so far,
they said. A call about the
blaze on ground floor of
the police station was
received at 3 pm follow-
ing which five fire tenders
were rushed to the spot,
officials said.

Award 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Dhanya
Rajendran of The News
Minute has been declared
the winner of the Chameli
Devi Jain Award for an
Outstanding Woman
Mediaperson for 2022, the
Media Foundation
announced on
Wednesday. Bengaluru-
based Rajendran is the
co-founder and editor-in-
chief of digital news plat-
form The News Minute.

Escape
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A former
employee of the French
Embassy here who
allegedly perpetrated a
massive fraud by issuing
visa to hundreds of peo-
ple, including his par-
ents, on the basis of
fake documents without
the knowledge and
approval of sanctioning
authority has escaped
from India, officials said.
The CBI had booked
Shubham Shokeen and
another former employ-
ee Aarti Mandal in the
case on the basis of a
complaint from the
French Embassy.

Condole
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
on Wednesday condoled
the loss of lives due to
Cyclone Freddy in
Malawi, Mozambique
and Madagascar, and
said India stands with
them in this tough time.
Cyclone Freddy has bar-
relled through
Mozambique and Malawi
since late last week,
killing hundreds and dis-
placing thousands more.
It also pummelled the
islands of Madagascar
and R union last month
as it traversed the Indian
Ocean, according to
media reports.

Terminate
IIttaannaaggaarr:: The Arunachal
Pradesh government has
terminated two Group A
officers in connection
with the Arunachal
Pradesh Public Service
Commission (APPSC)
paper leak issue. The
two officers were hold-
ing the posts of
Agriculture
Development Officer
(ADO) and are currently
lodged at Jully district
jail near here, in con-
nection with the case,
officials at the agricul-
ture department said.
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Tribals Bomman and Bellie pose
for photographs after meeting

TN CM M.K. Stalin, at the State
Secretariat in Chennai,

Wednesday.
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Raipur, Mar 15: 

The opposition BJP on
Wednesday said the
Congress government in
Chhattisgarh has failed to
properly implement the
Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana (PMAY) in the state
due to which 16 lakh hous-
es for the poor could not be
constructed.

Raising the issue in zero
hour during the ongoing
budget session, Bharatiya
Janata Party MLAs, in-
cluding Dharamlal
Kaushik, Shivratan
Sharma and Ajay
Chandrakar, sought a dis-
cussion on the issue by
moving an adjournment
motion notice. The BJP
legislators said the PMAY
was launched by the
Centre in 2015, and in
other states, houses are
being constructed for the

poor "but in Chhattisgarh,
the entitled beneficiaries
are wandering door to
door". "People are staging a
protest on Wednesday
against the state govern-
ment on the issue," they
said. The demand of the
BJP camp for a discussion
on the adjournment notice
led to an uproar in the
House as Congress MLAs
countered their charges.

As the chair rejected the
demand, BJP MLAs start-
ed raising slogans against
the state government.
Amid the pandemonium,
the House proceedings
were adjourned for five
minutes. The BJP had
planned to gherao the state
Assembly on Wednesday
to protest the state govern-
ment's "failure" to imple-
ment the PMAY.

Mahasamund, Mar 15: 

Five workers died of as-
phyxiation and another
took ill after inhaling
smoke at a brick kiln in
C h h a t t i s g a r h ' s
Mahasamund district, offi-
cials said on Wednesday.

The district collector has
ordered a magisterial in-
quiry into the incident that
took place at Gadhphuljhar
village under Basna police
station limits, they said.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel expressed grief
over the deaths and an-
nounced a compensation of
Rs 2 lakh to the kin of each
of the deceased.

As per preliminary in-
vestigation, six workers set

an assembled pile of dried
mud bricks for heating on
Tuesday night and slept
atop it, said Kumari
Chandrakar, station house
officer (SHO) of Basna po-
lice station. When other
workers reached the spot
this morning and found
them unconscious, they
alerted the police, she said.
The six workers were shift-

ed to a local hospital where
five of them were declared
dead, she said.

The sixth person was
later referred to capital
Raipur for treatment, she

said. "According to doctors,
the five died due to suffoca-
tion but the exact cause of
the death will be known
after their post-mortem",
she said. Police have identi-

fied the deceased as Ganga
Ram Bisi (55), Dasrath Bisi
(30), Sona Chand Bhoi (40),
Varun Bariha (24) and
Janak Ram Bariha (30).

A case has been regis-
tered and further probe is
underway, she added.

Meanwhile, the district
administration and mining
officials have also reached
the spot to take stock of the
incident.

Mahasamund Collector
Nilesh Kumar Kshirsagar
has ordered a magisterial
inquiry into the incident,
an official statement said.

The CM has directed offi-
cials to provide financial
assistance of Rs 2 lakh to
the kin of each of the de-
ceased and medical aid to
the hospitalised brick kiln
worker, it said.

New Delhi, Mar 15 (PTI): 

No mandatory age limit
has been prescribed for the
scrapping of vehicles under
the vehicle scrappage poli-
cy, the Road Transport and
Highways asserted on
Wednesday while terming
the reports of discarding of
tractors after 10 years as
false and baseless.

The ministry clarified
that an agriculture tractor
is a non-transport vehicle
and registered for 15 years
initially. Its registration can
be renewed for five years at
a time, once the initial reg-
istration period of 15 years
is completed, an official re-
lease said.

"Reports circulating in a
certain section of media in-
cluding Twitter and
WhatsApp regarding
mandatory scrapping of
tractors after 10 years is to-
tally false, baseless and
without any truth," the
ministry said.

Anyone spreading false
information to create panic
will be proceeded against as
per law, it warned.

The Government of
India has not fixed the age

for any vehicle except cer-
tain government vehicles
as specified in the notifica-
tion vide G.S.R. 29(E), it
added. MoRTH has formu-
lated the Voluntary Vehicle
Fleet Modernization
Programme or the vehicle
scrapping policy for scrap-
ping of Transport and Non-
Transport vehicles which
are unfit and polluting.
There is no mandatory age
limit prescribed for the
scrapping of vehicles under
the policy. A vehicle can ply
on road as long as it is
found fit after testing
through Automated Testing
Station.

Mumbai, Mar 15 (PTI):

In a setback to Uddhav
Thackeray, former
Maharashtra health
minister Deepak Sawant
on Wednesday joined the
Eknath Shinde-led Shiv
Sena. Sawant joined the
Sena in the presence of
chief minister Shinde.

Sawant was an MLC of
then united Shiv Sena
and was cabinet minis-
ter for public health
from 2014 to 2018 in the
Devendra Fadanvis-led
government. He was
dropped from the cabi-
net and denied ticket for
legislative council elec-
tion by Uddhav
Thackeray in 2018.

New Delhi, Mar 15 (PTI): 

The Common
University Entrance Test
(CUET)-UG will be con-
ducted in three shifts this
year instead of two and
plans for its merger with
crucial entrance exams
like JEE and NEET will be
announced at least two
years in advance, accord-
ing to UGC chairman M
Jagadesh Kumar.

In an interview to PTI,
Kumar said the University
Grants Commission
(UGC) and the National
Testing Agency (NTA) are
prepared to ensure that
the second edition of
CUET-UG is glitch free.

"I agree there were sev-
eral glitches during the
exam last time but this
year all issues have been
ironed out. Keeping in
mind the experience of
the students, a plan has
been chalked out and we
are ready to ensure that
the candidates just have to
worry about the exam and
not any glitches," he said.

"Extra computers and
extra centres have been
arranged as plan B so that
in case there are any
glitches, the candidates
can be shifted there and
the exam for a particular
shift will not be cancelled,"
he added.

Kumar said that in a de-
viation from the usual pat-
tern, the exam will be con-
ducted in three shifts from
this year.

New Delhi, Mar 15 (PTI): 

Calling for a trust vote
merely on the ground of
differences between MLAs
of a ruling party can top-
ple an elected government,
the Supreme Court ob-
served on Wednesday,
adding the governor of a
state cannot lend his office
to effectuate a particular
result.

"It will be a sad spectacle
for democracy," a five-
judge constitution bench
headed by Chief Justice D
Y Chandrachud said while

taking forward the hear-
ing on the events that un-
folded during the June
2022 Maharashtra political
crisis triggered by a revolt
in the then undivided Shiv
Sena by MLAs loyal to
Eknath Shinde.

The bench made the ob-
servations after Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta, ap-
pearing for the
Maharashtra governor,
narrated the sequence of
events and said there were
various materials before
the governor including a
letter signed by 34 Shiv

Sena MLAs, a letter from
Independent lawmakers
withdrawing support to the
Uddhav Thackeray govern-
ment, and another of the
Leader of the Opposition
that prompted him to order
a trust vote.

B S Koshyari, who was
then the governor of
Maharashtra, had asked
Thackeray to face a floor
test to prove his majority.
Thackeray, however, re-
signed in the face of immi-
nent defeat, paving the way
for appointment of Shinde
as the new chief minister.

Bengaluru, Mar 15 (PTI):

Days after a railway
travel ticket examiner
(TTE) was held for alleged-
ly urinating on a passen-
ger on a train bound from
Kolkata to Amritsar, an-
other TTE has been ac-
cused of allegedly misbe-
having with a female pas-
senger when she was leav-
ing from
Krishnarajapuram station
here. The TTE has been
placed under suspension
by the Railway, pending in-
vestigation.

According to the
Railway, the train had
stopped at
Krishnarajapuram for
crossing with another,
during which time the
TTE misbehaved with the
woman while demanding

that she show him her
ticket. Videos of the
woman confronting the
TTE on the railway station
platform, reportedly on
Tuesday, have been posted
on twitter by a user.

In the videos, a woman
can be seen shouting at the
TTE, asking him why he
pulled her after she
showed him her tickets.

As the TTE, who was al-
legedly drunk, shouts
back at the woman, a
group of men who were
standing nearby and were
watching the incident un-
fold, came to her aid and
caught hold of him as he
tried to flee from the spot.

They can be heard say-
ing, "He is drunk, call the
police".

New Delhi, Mar 15 (PTI): 

A Delhi court on
Wednesday gave bail to
RJD leader Lalu Prasad
Yadav, his wife and former
Bihar chief minister
Rabri Devi, their daughter
Misa Bharti and others in
connection with a case re-
lated to the alleged land-
for-job scam.

Lalu Prasad, 74, who
underwent a kidney
transplant recently and
was in a wheelchair,
reached the Rouse Avenue
court around 10 am but
proceedings were delayed.
The family appeared be-
fore Special Judge
Geetanjali Goel around 11
am.

Granting relief to the

accused on a personal
bond of Rs 50,000 and one
surety of the like amount
each, the court posted the
matter for further pro-
ceedings on March 29.

The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) did
not oppose the bail pleas.

The case relates to al-
leged appointments made
in the railways in return
for land parcels gifted or
sold to Lalu Prasad's fami-
ly when he was railway
minister between 2004
and 2009. The CBI, in its
charge sheet, alleged that
irregular appointments
were made in the rail-
ways, violating laid down
norms and procedures of
Indian Railways for re-
cruitment.

Nagpur, March 14 (PTI): 

The Enforcement
Directorate is carrying out
searches at 11 locations
across India, including the
Nagpur office of the
Church of North India
(CNI), in connection with a
case registered in Bhopal,
an ED official said on
Wednesday.

ED officials said the
searches are tied to a cheat-
ing case registered against
P C Singh, bishop of the
CNI's Jabalpur Diocese.

The office of CNI, a
Protestant denomination,
located in the Sadar area in
the city is being searched,
an official said.

In September 2022, Singh
had been detained at the
Nagpur airport in
Maharashtra for question-

ing after an offence was reg-
istered against him.

Madhya Pradesh police
at the time had recovered
around Rs 1.6 crore in
Indian and foreign curren-
cies from the bishop's resi-
dence in Jabalpur. Singh
was then in Germany.

The case against Bishop
Singh was registered in
July 2022 after it was al-
leged that he had indulged
in financial misconduct in
running an educational so-
ciety, of which he was the
chairman. ED officials said
an investigation showed
that Rs 2.7 crore collected as
students' fees by the soci-
ety's various institutions
between 2004-05 and 2011-12
was allegedly transferred to
religious institutions, mis-
used and spent by the bish-
op for personal needs.

Mumbai, Mar 15 (PTI): 

Thousands of farmers
and tribals marching to-
wards Mumbai from
Nashik district in North
Maharashtra in support of
their demands entered
Thane district on
Wednesday.

The protesters started
their foot march from
Dindori town in Nashik
district, around 200km
from Mumbai, on Sunday
in support of their various
demands, including an im-
mediate financial relief of
Rs 600 per quintal to onion
growers, uninterrupted
electricity supply for 12
hours and a waiver of
agriculture loans.

DIN IN STATE ASSLY

BJP accuses state
govt of failing to

implement PMAY

Jolt to Uddhav

Ex-minister
Sawant joins
Shinde camp

‘No mandatory age limit
for scrapping of vehicles’

The ministry clarified that an
agriculture tractor is a non-
transport vehicle and regis-
tered for 15 years initially. Its
registration can be renewed for
five years at a time, once the
initial registration period of 15
years is completed. "Reports
circulating in a certain section
of media including Twitter and
WhatsApp regarding mandato-
ry scrapping of tractors after
10 years is totally false, base-
less and without any truth," the
ministry said.

Ministry clarification

Five suffocate to death at brick kiln
One hospitalised

One of the injured worked
Manohar Bisi referred to

Raipur for better treatment.

Mahasamund Collector Nilesh Kumar Kshirsagar has ordered a
magisterial inquiry into the incident, an official statement said. The
CM has directed officials to provide financial assistance of Rs 2 lakh
to the kin of each of the deceased and medical aid to the hospi-
talised brick kiln worker.

In-charge Mining Officer (Mahasamund) Umesh Bhargav said his
department has also launched a probe in connection with the opera-
tion of the kiln. "No official permission was sought by Kunjbihari
Pade who was operating the kiln in the village. However, Pade comes
from the Kumhar community (that traditionally made pottery) and
there are certain relaxations for the community concerned in making
bricks. But it is mandatory for everyone to comply with standard
safety measures and rules and regulations," Bhargav added.

Probe ordered...

What mining officer said...

CUET to be conducted in 3 shifts
Merger with JEE, NEET
to be announced 2 yrs
in advance

G-20 MEET: SELFIE SPREE

Delegates click a selfie after attending the 2nd Education Working Group meeting
2023, in Amritsar, Wednesday.

Farmers’ Mumbai
march enters Thane

‘Discontent among MLAs not
enough for Guv to call trust vote’

ED raids 11 offices of
CNI including Nagpur

Another TTE misbehaves with
woman passenger, suspended 

Mumbai, Mar 15 (PTI): 

Maharashtra has report-
ed two fatalities suspected
to be caused by influenza.
One of them, a 74-year-old
man, died of the H3N2 sub-
type while the other victim
was infected by coron-
avirus as well as the in-
fluenza virus, state Health
Minister Tanaji Sawant
told the Assembly on
Wednesday.

An official said one of the
two deceased, a 23-year-old
MBBS student, died due to
a mixed infection caused by
coronavirus and H3N2.

Sawant said state health
machinery has been put on
alert with 361 cases of in-
fluenza infections being re-
ported in the state, and
guidelines will be issued in
the next two days. The min-
ister also advised the use of
masks in crowded places
and social distancing.

"Two persons have died
due to influenza, including
a 23-year-old first-year stu-
dent of MBBS in
Ahmednagar. He tested pos-
itive for COVID-19 as well as
H1N1 and H3N2 viruses.
Another victim is a 74-year-
old man from Nagpur who
died of H3N2," Sawant said.

Maha reports 
2 H3N2 deaths

LAND-FOR-JOB SCAM

Delhi court gives bail
to Lalu, Rabri, Misa
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Bhilai, Mar 15: 

On Wednesday, Bhilai
Steel Plant took a major
action over a case of non-
renewal of lease and
sealed a Petrol Pump
which was operational in
Bhilai Township. Chopra
Auto Care (Petrol Pump)
located in Sector 10,
Forest Avenue, was sealed
in the presence of
Executive Magistrate
Kshama Yadu and Police
officers. It needs to be
mentioned here that M/s
IOCL was allotted land by
BSP in 1980 on lease of 33
years. The lease was not
renewed by the company
even after the completion
of the lease period in 2013.

BSP served notices to
IOCL several times for
lease renewal but the
company did not get the
lease renewed. The lease
was terminated by BSP in
2014 and in the same year,
a case was registered in
the Estate Court under
the PP Act. Thereafter, in
the year 2015, a petition
was filed by the IOCL
seeking a stay from the
High Court, Bilaspur.
They failed to get relief
from the High Court.
Thereafter in the year
2017, the Estate Court
passed a decree against
Indian Oil Corporation
Limited Mumbai, Raipur
and Regional Distributor,
Chopra Auto Centre,

Forest Avenue, Sector-10,
Bhilai. Subsequently, the
lease rent amounting to
Rs 7 crores is pending
against M/s IOCL.
Several rounds of meet-
ings and talks were con-
ducted by BSP with high-
er officials but IOCL did
not make the payment.
Lastly, IOCL assured to
deposit the dues in the
month of February 2023,
but the amount was not
deposited. Thereafter,
BSP gave time till March
10 and when they did not
receive the lease renewal

premium, the Town
Services Department of
Bhilai Steel Plant moved
ahead for compliance
with the order of the
Estate Court. A team of
officers and personnel of
the Enforcement
Department, Land
Department, Revenue
Department, private secu-
rity guards sealed the fuel
station in the presence of
Executive Magistrate,
District Police Force,
Traffic Police and handed
it over to the Estate Court.

The sale of petrol /

diesel was stopped at 09:00
hrs on 15/03/2023.
Following all the safety
parameters, fuel sales
were stopped and by shut-
ting down all the neces-
sary electrical equipment,
the control system, etc.
The fuel station was
closed by the manager
himself, the working staff
took out all the necessary
documents. The entire
proceeding was video-
graphed, measurements
of all the inflammable
stock was taken and re-
ported.

BSP seals IOCL’s Chopra Petrol Pump
BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaarr  1155:: A teacher,
Santosh Gupta, who is touring
across the Chhattisgarh state
with the message of preven-
tion of environmental pollution
and de-addiction, reached
Durg on Tuesday. He said that
Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel
is working to promote organic
farming and prevention of
environmental pollution.
Santosh said that his intention
is to make more and more peo-
ple aware through bicycles. He
said that cycling prevents pol-
lution and maintains good
health. He added that every
day he travels 40 kilometers on
bicycle to reach his school.
Now, he is cycling across
Chhattisgarh to spread the
message of environment con-
servation. Gupta informed that
he has cycled till Nepal and
during holidays he always goes
around on cycle to inspire peo-
ple that our habits create and
spoil nature. Cycling also leads
to good health. Santosh said
that while traveling, he posts
his reels on social media to
make the people aware of their
health. Gupta hails from
Mungeli and said that through-
out the journey he gets a lot of
love from the people. Santosh

covers three districts in a day.
He uses a bicycle for all his
daily work. His family mem-

bers are also very happy
because he spends his time for
a good cause.

Teacher on All-CG cycle tour
for environment conservation

Bhilai, Mar 15: 

Citizens will not be
able to dig bore wells in
urban bodies without ad-
ministrative permission.
Strict action will be taken
by the local civic bodies
for use of Tullu pumps
during water supply.
During the water supply
timings, the civic body
staff will monitor the lo-
calities so that water sup-
ply can be ensured to all.
SDMs will also constitute
their teams to take action
in this regard. In view of
the summer season, the
Collector reviewed the
condition of the drinking
water supply system. He
asked about the works
being done in the urban

bodies. Municipal offi-
cials said that to increase
the water pressure, dam-
aged pipes are being re-
placed and new valves
are also being installed.
The Collector asked to
prepare an action plan es-
pecially for those areas
where there is always a
possibility of drinking
water crisis. He said that
along with repairing the
pipeline, repair of out of
order tube wells should
also be done. He said that
the system of drinking
water supply should be
perfect and preparations
should be launched im-
mediately. Municipal
Commissioner Rohit
Vyas and other officers
were present in the meet-

ing.
The Collector specially

reviewed the work being
done on malaria eradica-
tion. Officials said that a
door-to-door survey is
being done and extensive
work is being done to
clean the ponds. Door-to-
door outreach is helping
in the prevention of mos-
quitoes. The Collector
asked the officers of the
urban bodies to continu-
ously monitor the situa-
tion and intensify the
“fight the bite cam-
paign”.

A trauma center will be
set up in Utai for the
treatment of helpless ani-
mals. In this regard, the
Collector instructed the
CMO to mark the land.

The Collector also in-
quired about the action
taken for the rearing of
advanced breed cows in
Gauthans. Along with
this, asked to provide
paddy straws to all
Gauthans.

The collector said that
at present more than 60
baadis are producing veg-
etables with organic ma-
nure. All the baadis will
be gradually converted
into organic farms. He
asked the officials to
make necessary prepara-
tions for this work.
District Panchayat CEO
Ashwini Dewangan said
that monocropping is
currently being done in
the baadis. Training is
being given to develop or-
ganic baadis.

The under construc-
tion government build-
ings will also be painted
with cow dung paint. The
Collector took informa-
tion from all the con-
struction agencies about
their ongoing work and
asked about the quantity
of cow dung paint for the
same. He said that ac-
cording to the require-
ment, cow dung paint
will be supplied by units.

Now permission is required to dig
borewell; Tullu pump users to face music

Collector reviews water supply arrangements

Bhilai, Mar 15: 

Shri Chaturbhuj
Memorial Foundation cel-
ebrated its 12th foundation
day by felicitating empow-
ered women at a sublime
function organised the
other day. The chief guest
of the ceremony was
Padmashree Phulbasan
Bai Yadav while Gyanesh
Sharma, Chairman,
Chhattisgarh Yoga
Commission presided
over. Renowned litterateur
Ravi Srivastava was the
keynote speaker while Dr
Hansa Shukla, Principal,
Swami Shri
Swaroopanand Saraswati
Mahavidyalaya and Arun
Srivastava, founder of
Shri Chanturbhuj
Memorial Foundation
were present as special
guests. The opportunity
was taken to felicitate rep-
resentatives of various so-
cial organisations work-
ing for a cause were in-
cluding Dr Rohini
Patankar of Riddhi Siddhi
Mahila Mandal for her
contribution in the field of
art and social welfare,
Kulwant Bhatia of Nav
Drishti Foundation for en-
couraging eye donation-
body donation, Bunty
Sharma of Jansamarpan
Foundation for continu-
ously arranging food for
the destitute, Dr Sonali
Chakravorty of

Swayamsiddha for encour-
aging homemakers to-
wards social activities,
Nidhi Chandrakar of
Uddan Nai Disha for pro-
motion of indigenous tra-
dition and environment,
Dimple Kaur of Anubhuti
Shree Foundation for com-
munity social awareness.

In her address,
Phulbasan Bai Yadav ap-
preciated Shri Chaturbhuj
Memorial Foundation for
having done a commend-
able job of felicitating em-
powered women. She stat-
ed that a healthy society
can be built only when we
work together with the
purpose. She shared her
own experience on how
she  her first step towards
self reliance with a couple
of women and gradually
the group has become so
big. In his address,
Gyanesh Sharma,
Chairman, Chhattisgarh
Yoga Commission said

that Shri Chaturbhuj
Memorial Foundation has
over the past done impor-
tant work in social service.
Self-reliance is the mantra
on the basis of which we
can move forward towards
a better future, he added
and appreciated the excel-
lent work being done by
social organizations in
Bhilai and Durg.

In his keynote address
Ravi Srivastava said that
the activities of Shri
Chaturbhuj Memorial
Foundation are inspiring
for all of us.
Congratulating the people
and organizations who
were honoured, he said
that these organizations
have a big role in the social
structure of Bhilai Durg
that is visible today. People
here have made achieve-
ments in many fields like
literature, social service,
education, sports, produc-
tion etc. Principal Dr

Hansa Shukla said that
our it is the result of the
tireless work of social or-
ganizations that the socie-
ty is continuously moving
forward.

Earlier at the outset, the
founder of the Foundation
Arun Srivastava said that
the only way to improve
the society is by serving
the needy people. He gave
information about the so-
cial activities of the organ-
ization.

In the ceremony, Prof
DN Sharma presented a
book to Phulbasan Bai in
which articles on her so-
cial contribution are com-
piled. The guests also hon-
ored Sarita Srivastava,
President of Shri
Chaturbhuj Memorial
Foundation at the ceremo-
ny. The program was con-
ducted by Anita Kardekar
and vote of thanks was ex-
pressed by Seema
Srivastava.

SCMF felicitates women achievers on foundation day 

Bhilai, Mar 15: 

Under the joint aegis of
National Legal Services
Authority, New-Delhi;
Chhattisgarh State Legal
Services Authority,
Bilaspur and National
Commission for Women
and Women and Child
D e v e l o p m e n t
Department, Durg; the
District Legal Services
Authority Durg organ-
ised special awareness
camp to spread legal
awareness among women
living in rural and re-
mote areas in Bhilai-3
and Patan. The events
were organised under the
guidance of District and
Sessions Judge Sanjay
Kumar Jaiswal
(Chairman, District
Legal Services Authority,
Durg). These camps were
organised on the occa-
sion of International
Women’s Week.

About 60 women at-
tended the special aware-
ness program organized
at “Mangal Bhavan” of

Bhilai-3. During the pro-
gram, Pankaj Dixit (Civil
Judge Class-1) and Amita
Jaiswal (Civil Judge,
Class-2); Advocate Rekha
Verma and Advocate
Rukmani Joshi detailed
the women about Hindu
Marriage Act, rules for
maintenance of wife;
rights of women on prop-
erty, Domestic Violence
Act; dowry harassment
and dowry death, kidnap-
ping and abduction,
Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences
Act; Prevention of Sexual
Harassment at
Workplace; Maternity
Benefit Act, Factories Act
and Medical Termination
of Pregnancy Act (PNDT
Act).

About 80 women were
present in the special
awareness program for
women organized on the
occasion of International
Women’s Week in the
District Panchayat prem-
ises of Patan. Vijender
Sonwani (Civil Judge
Class-1 Patan), Advocate

Manju Sahu. Advocate
Tarani Yadav and DSP
Shilpa Sahu
(Investigation Unit for
Crime Against Women)
addressed the women.
They covered the topics
of Domestic Violence
Act, Victim
Compensation Scheme,
Cyber Crime, POCSO,
Acid Attack, Maternity
Benefit Act, Equal
Remuneration Act,
women’s right on proper-
ty etc.

Legal information re-
lated to women was ex-
plained to the women.
The experts answered the
queries of the women.
They got proper answers
according to the law and
their doubts were
cleared. Pamphlets and
application forms were
also distributed among
the women.

The main objective of
the awareness programs
is to create understand-
ing and awareness of the
law even in the last per-
son of the society.

Special awareness camps organised
under ‘International Women’s Week’

Bhilai, Mar 15: 

International Women’s
Day was celebrated at
State Bank of India Main
Branch Sector-1 on March
10, 2023, where eminent

women including  Dr
Sangeeta Sinha (IVF spe-
cialist and founder of
Srijan Test Tube Baby
Centre), Nidhi
Chandrakar (Founder of
Chhattisgarh Udaan Nai
Disha), Shweta Upadhyay
(Author of “Mere Mann
Mein Basta Tera Mann”
and “Petals of Childhood:
Smiling Gems”), Dr
Sadhna (who has been pro-
viding health care to SBI
employees since last 23
years) graced the occasion
as special guests.
Assistant General
Manager (RACPC)

Ramdas Manjhi presided
over the programme.
Chief Manager (Bhilai
Main Branch) Swapnil
Walde welcomed the
guests and delivered wel-
come address. The guests

shared information for
women workers to be
health conscious, take
time for themselves, con-
tribution of women in dif-
ferent fields and women
empowerment.

Also present were
Manager (HR) Bidu Kisku,
Chief Manager
( A d m i n i s t r a t i o n )
Nagendra Gedam, Chief
Manager (SME) Abhishek
Gupta, Chief Manager
(RACPC) Sanjay
Gangrade, Chief Manager
Deepak Kumar Singh. The
stage was moderated by
Rupa Kujur and Praveena

Chandrakar. The cultural
presentation by Neelam
Thakur, Shruti Thakur,
Vinod Jagat and Ayushi
enhanced the beauty of
the program. Ranga Veni,
Assistant General

Secretary, Raipur Module
of SBI Award Staff, Bhopal
Circle gave the vote of
thanks and expressed her
gratitude to everyone.
Along with this, the com-
mendable presence of SBI
Award Staff Bhilai Zone 2
Regional Secretary Arun
Verma, Organization
Secretary Chandrakant
Pawar, Organization
Secretary Seema
Malhotra, Organization
Secretary Anand Sahu
and all the staff of Bhopal
Circle made the program a
success informed a press
communique.

SBI Bhilai celebrates
International Women’s Day 

Bhilai, Mar 15: Due to the
efforts of Mayor Neeraj
Pal, an elderly person who
was unable to walk has got
a walker, and now with the
help of it he is able to am-
bulate. It so happened that
when the Mayor was leav-
ing his office, he came
across an elderly man
named DP Tiwari. The
Mayor interacted with the
old man and asked about
his wellbeing and en-
quired the reason for his
visit to corporation office.
The elderly man men-

tioned that he was having
trouble walking because
his walker had broken and
he was facing a lot of diffi-
culties in commuting. As
the walker has broken be-
yond repair, he had come
to get another walker to
solve his commuting prob-
lem. On hearing this, the
Mayor immediately in-
structed the social welfare
department of the corpo-
ration to help the elderly.
Walker was immediately
made available to the eld-
erly person by the Social
Welfare Department. The
elderly man who was earli-
er looking apprehensive
was now overjoyed and
thanked the mayor end-
lessly for his help. Senior
councilor Vashishtha
Narayan Mishra was also
present when walker was
provided to the elderly.

Ramrati Patel
BBhhiillaaii:: Ashish Nagar (West)
resident Ramrati Patel, wife of
Puranlal Patel, left for heaven-
ly abode at the age of 65 years
on March 14. Last rites of the
mortal remains were per-
formed at Risali Muktidham.
She was the mother of Savita,
Ravi and Shailendra Patel.

Mayor Neeraj Pal helps
elderly citizen get walker 

Obituary
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Raipur, Mar 15:
Opposition Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) on
Wednesday gheraoed the
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly with nearly one
lakh people over Housing
Scheme for the weaker sec-
tion of society.

Police resorted to various
tools to check them and
used Water Cannon to dis-
burse them as well as used
Smoke Bomb to check the
movement of the BJP work-
ers near the Legislative
Assembly area. Meanwhile,
more than 500 BJP leaders
were detained who had bro-
ken the barricades to march
towards the Legislative
Assembly. BJP President
Arun Sao, MLA Brijmohan
Agrawal, Ramvichar
Netam, MLA Saurabh
Singh, former Minister
Rajesh Munat were among
the senior leaders who were
arrested and brought to
Central Jain premises.

After the Public Meeting
at Pirda segment, the BJP
workers had reached till
Zero Point close to
Legislative Assembly as
part of the demonstration
against the state govern-
ment on the issue of
Housing Scheme. Drama
continued for several hours
in the afternoon as the
party workers approached

to gherao. Addressing the
gathering, the BJP

President Arun Sao said
that they are fighting for the

Housing Rights for the peo-
ple from weaker section of
society and added that the
BJP Chief Minister would
first sign for PM Housing
Scheme before entering CM
House after victory in next
Legislative Assembly polls.

Leader of Opposition
Narayan Chandel too ac-
cused the state government
of resorting to dramatics in-
stead of delivering welfare
scheme for the poor.

BJP gherao Assembly over
Housing Scheme for poor

Several including
Sao, Ramvichar
Netam, Brijmohan
Agrawal arrested

Agitation’s success to dethrone Congress govt: Mathur
Raipur: BJP leader and in-charge of party affairs in
Chhattisgarh Om Mathur termed the agitation to be
massive success and added that he too was stuck in
traffic jam for nearly an hour. He said that he would
continue to stay here in Chhattisgarh to dethrone the
Congress government in next Legislative Assembly
polls.

Liquor syndicate
dominating Ch’garh
admn: Raghuvar Das

RRaaiippuurr:: Former Chief
Minister of Jharkhand
Raghuvar Das while
addressing the public meet,
alleged that the Congress
government has failed to
provide Housing Scheme
for the people from weaker
section of society despite
central assistance. He fur-
ther said that Liquor syndi-
cate is dominating in
Chhattisgarh whereas peo-
ple from weaker section of
society are denied the ben-
efits of various central
schemes. He said that the
state government has not
been able to implement
welfare scheme for the
poor.

Corruption registered new
heights under Congress

regime: Dr Raman
RRaaiippuurr:: Former Chief
Minister Dr Raman Singh
said that the corruption
has registered new
heights in Chhattisgarh
with several officers in
Jail after ED and IT raids.
He added that they
would provide residen-
tial facilities to people
from weaker section of
society after returning
back to power in
Chhattisgarh.

Raipur, Mar 15:
The Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel termed the
Vidhan Sabha gherao by
BJP as ‘political show’.
Coming down heavily
against BJP prior to their
protest, Baghel asked as to
whether the BJP leaders
and workers support the
declaration made by the
state government to con-
duct survey of eligible bene-
ficiaries for housing
scheme. He also questioned
as to whether the BJP is
holding the protest against
the govt’s decision to con-
duct survey of beneficiar-
ies?

Speaking to media per-
sons prior to VS gherao by
BJP, CM Baghel said that
the BJP protestors with slo-
gan ‘Mor awas la le lis hein
Bhupesh Baghel’ (I have
been deprived of house by
Bhupesh Baghel). On this
CM Baghel said that the
over the last few days, the
government has made a
work plan to provide houses
to all eligible beneficiaries.
Government has so far
sanctioned more than 11
lakh houses and which is
higher than that of BJP’s
rulein the state and this
year also sufficient alloca-
tion has been made in the
budget for the same.

Informing about the pro-
vision for ‘Aawas Yojana’ in
the state, CM informed that
the central government has
extended the term of PMAY
till March 2024 and there-
fore it is better that in three
last 12 years, all other peo-

ple who have become eligi-
ble should also get benefit-
ted from the government’s
scheme and therefore the
state government has decid-
ed to carry out survey of eli-
gible beneficiaries.

Further CM questioned
BJP as to on which issue
they have gheraoed Vidhan
Sabha today and what is
their demand? If it is relat-
ed to providing house, then
he asked, whether the state
government has refused to
provide it? The state gov-
ernment has granted sanc-
tion and even made alloca-
tion in the budget for the
same. The  planning in the
state is far better compared
to other states, CM said,
adding that in such condi-
tions, BJP should inform as
to why they are staging
protest.

CM Baghel questioned
BJP as to whether they are
staging protest, going
against the state govern-
ment’s decision to get the
survey done for eligible ben-
eficiaries? First they should
clarify as to whether they
are in support or against it.

CM said that at least in the
Vidhan Sabha, BJP is not
just in favour of the above
decision of the state govern-
ment. Making a quick re-
mark, CM said that the
members of Opposition are
confused as to how many
beneficiaries are there,
some say there are 16 lakh
and others says 12 lakh or 7
lakh and all are saying dif-
ferent figures. CM said that
he has already informed the
BJP to hand over all the ap-
plications to him and that
they will be included in the
survey too. Only one has to
make a missed-call and on
this CM asked others to do
so! It is without checking
the eligibility, they are in-
creasing the number, CM
added.

CM charged that BJP is
only trying to create doubt
in the mind of people in the
name of housing. The state
government is committed to
provide houses to all eligi-
ble beneficiaries and to en-
sure that all eligible ones
get it, the state government
has decided to carry out
survey from April this year.

Baghel terms BJP’s protest as ‘political show’

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaarr  1155:: The Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel today attended the last
rites of Forest and Environment Minister
Mohammad Akbar’s mother at his resi-

dence in Raipur’s Moudhapara. He also
shouldered the funeral procession of the
Cabinet Minster’s mother. The Chief
Minister gave his consolation to Akbar

and his family members. He prayed to
God for the peace of the departed soul
and strength for the bereaved family
members to tolerate this grief.

CM Baghel attended the last rites of mother of Forest Minister

CM expressed deep sorrow over death of brick kiln workers
Raipur, Mar 15: Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel has expressed deep grief over the
deaths of five workers working in a brick kiln in Garhfuljhar village of Basna de-
velopment block in Mahasamund district. He has instructed the officers of the dis-
trict administration to provide all possible help to the relatives of the deceased and
to provide the best treatment facilities for seriously ill laborers.

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaarr  1155::  Chhattisgarh
has bagged the overall cham-
pion’s trophy 26th All India
Forest Sports Meet held in
Panchkula, Haryana, becom-
ing the overall champion for
the 11th time. With a total of
164 medals, Chhattisgarh
maintained its first position,
surpassing its closest com-
petitor Karnataka.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel and Forest Minister
Mohammad Akbar have con-
gratulated and extended their
best wishes to the Forest
Department on this signifi-
cant achievement in the All
India Forest Sports Meet. It is
worth mentioning that this

event, which lasts for five
days, includes various indoor
games such as tennis, table
tennis, badminton, swim-
ming, karate, chess,
weightlifting, powerlifting,
kabaddi, as well as events in
cricket, football, basketball,
hockey, golf, and athletics.
Officials from the Forest
Department, from PCCF to
guards, participate in these
sports competitions.

The forest department
team of Chhattisgarh defeat-

ed Jammu and Kashmir in
cricket, winning the gold
medal for the seventh time.
Similarly, in football,
Chhattisgarh claimed first
place by defeating Haryana,
which had several national
players in its team.
Chhattisgarh’s basketball
team won the gold medal by
defeating Karnataka. In
weightlifting and powerlift-
ing, the team bagged a total
of 19 gold medals, in tennis 12
gold and 2 silver medals, in

badminton 4 gold medals, in
swimming 6 gold medals, and
in athletics 18 gold, 10 silver,
and 8 bronze medals. In addi-
tion, they won 9 gold and 2 sil-
ver medals in tennis.

Thus, in this year’s 26th All
India Forest Sports Meet,
Chhattisgarh won a total of
164 medals, earning a total of
542 points, and maintained its
first position by beating their
nearest rival Karnataka in
tough competition. It is worth
mentioning that with the
skilled guidance of Chief
Minister, Forest Minister
along with Principal Secretary
(Forest) Shri Manoj Pingua,
Principal Chief Conservator of
Forests and Chief of Forest
Force Sanjay Shukla, and the
tireless efforts of nodal offi-
cer APCCF Sunil Mishra and
DFO Vishvesh Kumar, Alok
Tiwari, and Sangeeta
Rajgopalan, and the constant
practice and dedication of the
players, Chhattisgarh
achieved the first position.
They have brought laurels to
Chhattisgarh.

Ch’garh Forest team wins overall 
champion trophy for 11th time

In the 26th All India
Forest Sports Meet
held in Panchkula

By winning 164
medals, Ch’garh
surpassed its clos-
est competitor
Karnataka

Raipur, Mar 15:
Chhattisgarh team on
Wednesday left for Pune
from Raipur Railway sta-
tion to participate in the
21st National Senior Para
Athletics championship to
be held from March 16 to
20. Para Sports
Association of
Chhattisgarh (PSAC) of-
fice-bearers Ashok Maloo
and Santosh Raghuvanshi
provided track suit and
sports kit being sponsored
by Department of Sports
& Youth Welfare to the
members of the team. RC
Sinha, Suraj Yadav,
Prashant Singh

Raghuvanshi, Pramod
Tiwari, Neeta Dumre,
Narendra Mishra and
other office-bearers have
extended best wishes to
the team for the national
championship.

Chooti Mehra, Ishwari
Nishad, Sangeeta Masih,
Dushyant Kumar,
Sukhnandan Nishad,
Kamlesh Kumar Nishad,
Rakesh Kumar Podam,
Kamal Kumar, Coach
Wasim Raja, Team
Manager Niranjan Sahu
and Secretary PSAC
Dikesh Tandon are part of
the team for the national
event.

Ch’garh team leaves for
National Para Athletics event

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Mar 15: Noted
Social workers including
Raipur Rural MLA
Satyanarayan Sharma,
Chhattisgarh Gausewa
Aayog Chairman Mahant
Ramsunder Das, Trusty
Ajay Tiwari, Mahendra
Agrawal and Mahant
College Principal
Debashish Mukherjee
paid rich tributes to free-
dom fighter, educationist
and social reformer late
Mahant Laxminarayan
Das on his 36th death an-
niversary at the Mahant
College premises here.

Addressing the gather-
ing, the Raipur Rural
MLA Satyanarayan
Sharma remembered the
contributions of late
Mahant Laxminarayan
Das and termed him to be
a motivator who had
made several contribu-
tions in the field of educa-
tion. He also adminis-
tered pledge to the gather-
ing to take up the remain-
ing works of his vision in
the field of education.
Mahant Ramsunder Das
and Ajay Tiwari also ad-
dressed the gathering to
pay tributes to Mahant
Das.

Laxminarayan Das motivated people
in educational sector: Sharma

Raipur, Mar 15: On the
occasion of World
Consumer Rights Day,
‘Manak Mahotsav’ was
organised by Bureau of
Indian Standards,
Raipur Branch Office at
Hotel Courtyard by
Marriott. On this occa-
sion, the standards were
discussed with the li-
censees of the Bureau of
Indian Standards, con-
sumers, government or-
ganizations and other
stakeholders. Sumit
Kumar, Head Raipur
Branch Office in his
welcome address ex-
plained about the vari-
ous activities of Bureau
of Indian Standards. He
informed that on the oc-
casion of World
Consumer Rights Day,
Bureau of Indian

Standards, Raipur is or-
ganizing many pro-
grams in the state. In
this, under the Quality
Connect campaign, a
survey will be conduct-
ed by more than 500
youth volunteers for
quality awareness in
more than 10,000
homes. Along with
this, many street plays
will also be organized.
Mr. Prabhunath Yadav,
Joint Director, Bureau
of Indian Standards,
Raipur said that stan-
dards of milk powder

and bottled drinking
water will be discussed
in the ‘Manak
Mahotsav’. On this oc-
casion, the special
guest Mr.V. Rajeshwar,
Director, All India
Radio, Raipur and S.K.
Devhare, Director,
Doordarshan, Raipur
told about the contribu-
tion of Doordarshan
and All India Radio in
spreading awareness
about consumer pro-
tection to every nook
and corner of the coun-
try.

Bureau of Indian Standards 
orgasnises ‘Manak Mahotsav’

Raipur, Mar 15: Along
with the local industrial
houses in Chhattisgarh,
industrial groups from
other states have also
shown interest in setting
up industries in the state.
19  industrial groups
which had signed MoU
with Chhattisgarh govern-
ment in between 2019 to
2021 have started produc-
tion. Companies of Delhi,
Chennai, Kolkata and
Maharashtra apart from
Chhattisgarh state are
also there. About 7000 peo-
ple are getting employ-
ment through these com-
panies.

The companies which
have started production in
Chhattisgarh include
Solar Power, Ready to Eat
Frozen Food, Fabricated

Metal Products, Bullet
Proof Jacket, Electric
Vehicle, Captive Power
Plant, Nanooven
Interlining, Solar PV
Power Plant, Processing of
Millets and Tamarind
Paste. These industries
have also fostered innova-
tion. According to officials
of the State Investment
Promotion Board, con-
struction of plants on
MoUs worth about Rs
50,000 crore is under
process in the state.
Production has not started
here yet, but after the land
has been identified, the
companies have started
construction of infrastruc-
ture. According to the in-

formation, production will
be started within six
months on the MoU worth
Rs 20,000 crore. Companies
which have not allotted the
land to set up industries,
their representatives are
having discussions with
the officials of the
Industries Department.
Director of the State
Investment Promotion
Board, Alok Trivedi said,
from year 2019 to  2022, the
companies which had
signed MoU. Out of them
industries investing more
than 5000 crore have start-
ed production. Apart from
Chhattisgarh, industrial
houses from other states
have started work here.

19 companies which signed MoU with
CG Govt started production

7000 people got
employment

Industrial groups
from other states
interested in
Ch’garh

Raipur, Mar 15: People
have got some relief from
the scorching heat on
Wednesday. As per the in-
formation from Met
Department due to the in-
fluence of moist winds
coming from the Bay of
Bengal, the weather pat-
terns in the state have
changed. The
Meteorological Department
said that along with cloudy
weather on Thursday, there
is a possibility of light rain
in different areas of the
state. Apart from this, the
area of rainfall may also in-
crease in the state from
Thursday. Meteorologists
said that there is a possibili-
ty of good rainfall across
the state from March 16 to
20. The weather remained
dry across the state on
Wednesday. There was no
significant change in the
maximum temperature,
while there was an in-
crease in the minimum

temperature. Raipur
recorded a maximum tem-
perature of 36 degree
Celsius and a minimum
temperature of 21 degree
Celsius on Wednesday.
Raigarh recorded the high-
est maximum temperature
of 38.5 degree Celsius
across the state.
Meteorologists said that
after change in the weather
patterns, people will get
some relief from the
scorching heat. The phase
of decline in maximum
temperature will also
begin. Meteorologist HP
Chandra said that due to
the effect of Western
Disturbance, a cyclonic cy-
clone is up to 3.1 km height
in and around southwest
Rajasthan. Due to its effect,
moist air is coming from
the Bay of Bengal.

Weather patterns
changes in Ch’garh

Relief from the
scorching heat,
chances of light rain
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Raipur, Mar 15: An MoU
was signed between
Kushabhau Thakre
University of Journalism
and Mass Communication
and Central University of
Himachal Pradesh for ex-
change of research, and
educational activities in
the field of journalism,
mass communication and
new media. Both the uni-
versities will jointly pro-
mote the works and upgra-
dation of educational activ-
ities in the field of mass
communication and jour-
nalism. On the
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) be-
tween the two universities,
the Vice-Chancellor of
Kushabhau Thakre
University of Journalism,
Prof. Baldev Bhai Sharma
and Vice Chancellor of
Central University Prof.

Satprakash Bansal signed
the MoU. Former
Himachal Pradesh Chief
Minister Jairam Thakur
and Himachal Pradesh
Tourism Minister
Raghuveer Singh Bali were
present on the occasion.

As per this MoU, both
the institutes will do neces-
sary work to encourage
and promote mutual coop-
eration in the field of re-
search, student develop-
ment activities, faculty de-

velopment activities and
community outreach and
extension activities in the
field of mass communica-
tion and journalism. Under
this agreement, both the
institutes will organize stu-
dent and faculty develop-
ment activities such as
seminars, workshops and
lecture series etc. There
will be faculty and student
exchange programs, media
literacy camps, public serv-
ice awareness campaigns

will be organised and will
be sharing of research re-
sources. Vice Chancellor of
Journalism University
Prof. Baldev Bhai Sharma
said that there are many
possibilities of research in
journalism. The agree-
ment with the Central
University is an important
step in this direction. This
agreement will prove to be
important for the exchange
and promotion of educa-
tional activities.

MoU signed between KTU and
Central University of Himachal 

To promote research
and research work in
the field of journalism

Raipur, Mar 15: In the
meeting of Board of
Directors and General
Assembly of National
State Co-operative Banks
Federation (NEFSCAB),
Mumbai, President of
Apex Bank Chhattisgarh
and National Director of
NEFSCAB, Baijnath
Chandrakar suggested
that the Chhattisgarh
model should be adopted
in other states as well.
The Central and State
Governments should
make available the
amount of interest sub-
sidy to the committees in
time. The financial condi-
tion of the society will be
strengthened if the com-
pensation for the losses
incurred by the commit-
tees under the govern-
ment schemes is done on
time. Apex Bank
Chairman Mr.
Chandrakar said that the
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment is constantly
strengthening the cooper-

ative sector. Necessary
steps are being taken for
this. Along with the devel-
opment of infrastructure
in primary agricultural
credit societies, new soci-
eties are being formed.
725 new packs have been
formed in the state. He in-
formed that steps have
been taken to start new
Primary Credit Co-opera-
tive Societies (PACS) with
necessary facilities in
procurement centers and
to develop super-infra-
structure in these soci-
eties to strengthen the
system of paddy procure-
ment on support price.
This initiative of
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment was appreciated in
the meeting. Mr.
Chandrakar said that the
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment is continuously pro-
viding financial assis-
tance for the strengthen-

ing of primary credit co-
operatives. Chhattisgarh
government has con-
structed godown-cum-of-
fice buildings, scaffolds
and platforms under in-
frastructure development
in packs and procure-
ment centers. Effective
implementation of
farmer-friendly and bene-
ficiary-oriented schemes
is being done through
committees. The econom-
ic condition of the tribals,
farmers, women and agri-
cultural labourers of
Chhattisgarh has im-
proved with the purchase
of minor forest produce
on the support price of
the Godhan Nyaya Yojana
and Vananchal areas in
the state. The meeting
held at Mahaballeshwar
(Maharashtra) was
presided over by Mr.
Kondru Ravindra Rao,
President, NEFSCAB.

Ch’garh model should be adopted
by other states: Chandrakar

In the interest 
of farmers

Placement camp
for educated

youth on March 17
Raipur, Mar 15: A
placement camp is being
organised by District
Employment and Self-
Employment Guidance
Center, Raipur to pro-
vide employment oppor-
tunities to local educat-
ed unemployed youth of
Chhattisgarh state on
March 17 at Extension
Counter, Commercial
Complex Rakhi, Sector-
27 Nava Raipur Atal
Nagar from 11 am to 2
pm. Domino’s Pizza
Raipur will recruit 130
posts of Business /
Guest Delight
Associates through this
placement camp. 8th,
10th passed applicants
will be eligible for re-
cruitment for these
posts. Selected candi-
dates will be paid Rs 10
to 12 thousand  per
month. Applicants who
are eligible and willing
to attend the placement
camp can appear on the
scheduled date and
venue. For more infor-
mation in this regard,
the applicant can also
contact the District
Employment Office,
Raipur.

Raipur, Mar 15: A two-
day National Science Day
was organized at Center
for Basic Sciences (CBS).
The inauguration ceremo-
ny was presided over by
the Vice Chancellor of the
University, Prof. Keshari
Lal Verma. The chief guest
of the program Dr. K.
Subramaniam (Member,
State Planning
C o m m i s s i o n ,
Chhattisgarh) and guests
of honour Dr. Dinesh
Mishra, Raipur’s famous
eye specialist and Dr. Joyce
Rai, Scientist E,
Chhattisgarh Council of

Science and Technology,
were present. The pro-
gram started with the wor-
ship of Maa Saraswati and
the lighting of lamp. Dr.
Kallol K. Ghosh, Director,
the Center for Basic
Science, welcomed all the
guests in his welcome ad-
dress and explained the
importance of Science Day
and Sir C.V. Raman’s in-
vention to the students.
Program coordinator Dr.
Bhanushree Gupta in-
formed about various com-
petitions and their topics
to be organized in the cere-
mony. Chief Guest Dr.
Subramaniam delivered
his lecture on “Basics of
Climate Change and its
Impact and Some
Commendable Steps to

Mitigate its Impact”.
Special guest Dr. Dinesh

Mishra delivered his lec-
ture on “Scientific
Thoughts and
Superstitions” on the
theme of Science Day,
“Global Science for Global
wellbeing”. Dr. Mishra mo-
tivated the students to
come out and remove vari-
ous superstitions by adopt-
ing a scientific approach.
Vice Chancellor of the
University Dr. Verma also
inspired the students in
his speech to adopt scien-
tific thinking and to work
towards making their
country and state a pio-
neer in the field of science.
Dr. Joyce Rai explained in
detail the steps taken by
the Chhattisgarh Council

of Science and
Technology.

In the program, four
competitions “debate com-
petition, essay-writing,
rangoli making and poster
making competitions”
were organized. On this
occasion, the latest issue of
Jarai, the annual maga-
zine of Center for Basic
Science was released. In
this event, the President of
Chhattisgarh Vigyan
Sabha, Dr. Vishwas
Meshram, Prof. Ashok
Kumar Pradhan, Prof. M. L.
Nayak participated along
with the students, research
students and teachers. This
program was organized
with the help of the
Chhattisgarh Council of
Science and Technology.

Program organized on Science Day at CBS
Students move
ahead with scientific
thinking: Dr Verma

Vidhya Shankar Shukla
R a i p u r :
V i d h y a
S h a n k a r
S h u k l a ,
R / o
A n u p a m
N a g a r ,

Raipur, breathed his
last here on March 14.
As per his decision, his
body was donated to
Medical College
Raipur.

Bhaiyya Lal Saharia
Raipur: Bhaiyya Lal

S a h a r i a ,
R / o
M a n g a l
B a z a r ,
Gudhiyari,
b r e a t h e d
his last

here on Wednesday. He
was 84. The final jour-
ney will leave from his
residence on March 16
to Kota Crematorium,
at 10:00 am. He was fa-
ther of Kishore,
S w a t i k r i s h n a n
Saharia.

OBITUARY

Konta/Sukma, Mar 15: A
big scam has been exposed
in Bastar Forest Division of
Chhattisgarh state. This
scam has been done under
the CAMPA head, where the
coffers of the government
have been dented by adjust-
ing fake bills worth crores.
The whole matter has come
to the fore after examining
the certificates of Bastar
Forest Division from
October 2022 and January
2023. It was found in the in-
vestigation that the remain-
ing amount of plantation
item in the Annual Plan of
Operations i:e APO year
2018-19 and 2019-20 has not
been included in the current
financial year. Serious ir-
regularities have been com-

mitted by spending directly
at the level of the Divisional
Forest Officer (DFO).
Ignoring the guidelines is-
sued by the state CAMPA
not to spend the savings
amount of the previous
years, more than Rs 1.30 cr
has been paid in these two
months, which comes under
the category of serious eco-
nomic irregularity.

This entire payment scam
is linked to the Sontrai
Multi State Agro
Corporative Society
Limited. This firm has been
told to pay for tree planta-
tion, improvement of de-
graded forests, chemical fer-
tilizers, growth hormones
and Chloropyriphos chemi-
cal fertilizers in ANR area.
On seeing the impractical
and suspicious purchase of
these materials in the name
of works like 10th year of
tree plantation and improve-
ment of degraded forests,
the higher officials of the
department suspected this
payment. Thereafter, the
monthly accounts of these

two months were called
from the DFO. Many entries
made in Form 7 and Form 14
of the monthly accounts
were not matching, due to
which the suspicion deep-
ened. Preliminary investiga-
tion found that the expendi-
ture of such a huge amount
without any competent ap-
proval was directly related
to a large irregularity point-
ing towards scam.

Chhattisgarh State
CAMPA’s Chief Executive

Officer V Srinivas has
prima facie found Bastar
Forest Divisional Forest
Officer Dileshwar Sahu,
three sub-divisional officers,
nine range officers and
CAMPA in-charge Assistant
Grade-2 Divya Kumar Dani
guilty in this whole case.
Scam done in October and

January
Considering the expendi-

ture of Rs 66,89,228 in
October 2022 and Rs
63,74,961 in January 2023 as

suspicious, Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests
(PCCF) and Forest Force
Chief Sanjay Shukla had is-
sued instructions to take
disciplinary action against
all responsible officers.
Chief Executive Officer of
V. Srinivasa Rao investigat-
ed the matter and after con-
firming several serious ir-
regularities, DFO
Dileshwar Sahu has been
stripped of the authority to
draw and disburse pay-

ments related to CAMPA
works and further action is
underway.

This is the only case of
Forest Department in the
state of Chhattisgarh, in
which such big and serious
allegations of corruption
have been leveled against 14
people from the DFO to the
clerk of the same forest divi-
sion.

According to the facts
that have come to the fore in
the preliminary investiga-
tion, Rs 1,30,64,189 has been
spent directly by the DFO
without competent permis-
sion in two months out of
the savings of the previous
years. 98 percent of this en-
tire amount was paid to a
single firm for the purchase
of materials which were not
required at present. In
Form-14 of the monthly ac-
count, the amount spent on
many items was written as
nil, whereas in Goshwara
Form-7, it has been told to
spend on the same items.
Store purchase rules have
not been followed in materi-

al purchase. Vouchers of
Rs.3.00 lakh to Rs.10.00 lakh
and above have been made
by consolidating several
bills of the same date.

There is no verification of
the Sub Divisional Forest
Officer in the bills attached
with the vouchers. Only the
signatures and seals of the
range officers are there.
The bills have not been veri-
fied and have not been en-
tered in the stores register.
All the rangers and all the
SDOs were found to be in-
volved in this scam after the
signatures of all the rangers
and all the SDOs were found
in the certificates charged
in the monthly accounts and
the clerk in charge of the
CAMPA branch disobeyed
the guidelines of CAMPA.
Departmental sources say
that in the coming two-four
days major action is possi-
ble against all of them.
Highly placed official
sources have also expressed
the possibility of register-
ing a criminal case against
all of them.

Financial powers of the DFO taken away
In Rs 1.30 cr scam in
Bastar Forest
Division

Three SDOs and
nine rangers were
also found guilty

Raipur, Mar 15: Exporters
and investors openly dis-
cussed the preparations to
be made to increase exports
from Chhattisgarh along
with Raipur district at the
Export Outreach pro-
gramme organized at Nava
Raipur, today. Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Bhure also par-
ticipated in this programme
organized by the
Directorate General of
Foreign Trade, Government
of India. Information was
also given about exportable
products from Chhattisgarh
and government facilities
given to exporters.

Exporters and investors
raised their problems and
gave suggestions to increase
exports. Representatives of

TREAC, SHEFEXIL,
Industries Department,
Minor Forest Produce
Federation, APEDA, SIDBI
as well as Bank of Baroda
participated in the pro-
gramme. With the objective
of developing the districts
as export hubs, such pro-
grammes are being con-
ducted by the Directorate of
Foreign Trade, Government
of India, in 75 districts of
the country with potential
to increase exports. Raipur
and Durg districts have
been selected for this in

Chhattisgarh.
Chhattisgarh is the main

exporter of many products
including rice in the coun-
try, Raipur Collector said,
adding that the state gov-
ernment has given many fa-
cilities to the exporters. In
order to encourage exports
from the state, special provi-
sions have also been made
for exporters in the indus-
trial policy ranging from ex-
emption of five percent in
mandi fee along with forma-
tion of promotion commit-
tee, said the Collector.

Chhattisgarh is rapidly
moving towards developing
as an export hub with gov-
ernment facilities and help,
he said.

According to him there
has been an average in-
crease of more than 22 per-
cent in the exports of the
state in the last five years
because of government
policies and facilities. The
Collector also informed that
special efforts are being
made to promote the export
of rice, construction ma-
chinery and materials and
processed spices from
Chhattisgarh.

He also emphasized on
the possibilities of export of
wire, rods, bars, coils, TMT
bars, crude steel as well as
forest produce tamarind,
mahua, lac and small grain
millets Kodo Kutki Ragi etc.
made in Chhattisgarh and

making an action plan for
the same.

Exporters and investors
present in the programme
described Chhattisgarh as a
state with export potential.
The exporters demanded to
continue the exemption of 5
per cent in mandi fee issued
to increase the export of
rice. Presently,
Chhattisgarh government
is giving 5 percent exemp-
tion of market fee to rice ex-
porters for one year and the
term is going to end in the
next 2 months. The export-
ing groups also demanded
concession for transporta-
tion to the exporting units
saying that Chhattisgarh is
a landlocked state. Some ex-
porter groups demanded
government assistance for
modernization of process-
ing plants in the pro-
gramme.

Ch’garh on way to becoming a major exporting hub
Many govt facilities
to exporters

Raipur, Mar 14:
According to the intention
of Chief Minister Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel, under
the guidance of Transport
Minister Mr. Mohammad
Akbar, the new facility
‘Tunhar Sarkar, Tunhar
Dwar’ is being efficiently
operated by the Transport
Department in the state.
Under this, from June 2021
till now, 17 lakh 93 thou-
sand 435 smart card based
registration certificates
and driving licenses have

been sent to the appli-
cants’ homes. These in-
clude 12 lakh 23 thousand
595 smart card based reg-
istration certificates and 5
lakh 69 thousand 840 driv-
ing licences. Transport
Minister Mr. Mohammad
Akbar is constantly moni-
toring the smooth func-
tioning of ‘Tunhar Sarkar,
Tunhar Dwar’. The
‘Tunhar Sarkar, Tunhar
Dwar’ scheme run by the
Transport Department is
an important scheme for
the convenience of the
people. In this, 22 trans-
port related services are
being provided to the peo-
ple by delivering them at
their doorstep. Under this
people-centric facility, peo-
ple no longer need to visit
the Transport
Department again and
again. This is saving both

money and time of the ap-
plicants. It has been in-
formed by the Transport
Department that in order
to make ‘Tunhar Sarkar,
Tunhar Dwar’ service
more accessible, a
helpline number 75808-
08030 has been issued by
the department, which
works from 10 am to 5.30
pm on all working days
which provides informa-
tion. By calling the said
helpline number, appli-
cants can get all the infor-
mation related to dispatch
of their driving license
and registration certifi-
cate. At present, on an av-
erage, 100 calls are being
received daily in which
mainly information relat-
ed to driving license and
registration process, taxes
and fees are being re-
ceived.

18 lakh smart card based registration certificates received 
Under ‘Tunhar
Sarkar, Tunhar
Dwar’ by people 

Helpline number
75808-08030 issued
by Transport
Department

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaarr  1155::  Chhattisgarh
School Education Department has
once again got the opportunity to
get national level award for its
excellent work. After a tough com-
petition, the Skoch Award 2022
has been received for the work
done in the year 2022 under the
“Angana Ma Shiksha” program
run by Samagra Shiksha in the
state. This entire program is being
conducted by a group of women
teachers from Chhattisgarh. This
year will be the third year of this
program and every year some new
design is included in it by women
leadership. Chief Minister Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel and School
Education Minister Dr. Premsai
Singh Tekam have congratulated
the teachers of the department
and the state for this award.

The Skoch Award is the coun-

try’s highest civilian award con-
ferred by an independent organi-
zation, which recognizes people,
projects and institutions that go
the extra mile to make India a bet-

ter nation. This award was insti-
tuted in the year 2003. This award
is given for the best efforts in the
field of digital, financial and social
inclusion.

At the time of Corona, when the
entire staff of the School
Education Department was con-
tinuously trying to continue the
education of the children and
while encouraging the teachers
for this work, continuous efforts
were being made to continue the
education of the children in new
ways. At the same time some
women teachers of the state pro-
posed their contribution in this
statewide program “Padhai
Tunhar Duar”. Theytrained the
mothers and started the effort to
teach the children while staying at
home through them in the form of
“Angana Ma Shiksha”. Through

the ‘Angana Ma Shiksha’ pro-
gramme, it was successful in
awakening the interest of the
mothers towards the education of
their children. Mothers and small
children should be taught by
organizing fairs in every village,
by inviting mothers and children
to the fair, using materials avail-
able at home like utensils, vegeta-
bles, fruits, clothes, etc.  Mothers
doing better work at the village
level were honoured by being
selected as smart mothers. Along
with keeping other mothers
involved in this program and help-
ing them in learning, Smart Mata
also does the work of visiting
kindergartens and primary
schools from time to time, helping
children’s education and getting
information about their children’s
learning from teachers.

‘Education in Angana’ prog receives SKOCH Award 



BBhhoonndd,,  MMaarr  1155::  Under the lead-
ership of district member and
youth leader Nila Kashyap, hun-
dreds of residents of Bastar burnt
the effigy of Union Transport
Minister Nitin Gadkari protesting
against the toll plaza in Byaguda.
They have alleged that taxes are
being taken in the name of roads
and lights in the toll plazas, but
neither the road maintenance
work is being done nor the lights
are on in the national highway.
Nilay Kashyap told that tax is col-
lected in the name of arrange-
ment in the toll plaza, but the
National Highway has failed to
provide facilities on the National
Highway, only the work of recov-
ery is being done by them. A
memorandum was also submit-
ted to Bastar SDM Om Prakash
Verma by hundreds of Bastar res-
idents.  Meanwhile the SDM told
that the road has to be repaired,
high masks etc. have to be
repaired, and the general public
of Bhanpuri Bastar has been
demanding for 9-10 months to
repair the lights there, after
which we gave notice to NHI
three times.  After that no action
was taken by them, after which
the general public gave a memo-
randum today that toll collection
should not be done until we get
the facility from the toll plaza.
Unpleasant incidents should not

happen and people have been
ordered to seal the toll plaza till
further orders for the purpose of
maintaining peace. No recovery of
any kind will happen in the toll
plaza till further orders.  During
this, Dharma Padhi, Mosu Baghel,
Bablu Baghel, Sondhar Baghel,
Mayur Nayak, Damru Kashyap,
Pintu Yadav, Dukaru, Kameshwar,
Chhotu Choubey, Manish Kashyap
and others were present.

Dongargarh, Mar 15:
Due to a technical fault in
the MNREGA app, before
the commencement of MN-
REGA wage work, cases of
laborers returning without
work has come to the fore.
Regarding which the pan-
chayat representatives
have submitted a memo-
randum to the district col-
lector and higher officials
through SDM Dongargarh.
The matter pertains to MN-
REGA work going on in
Chhindijob, Bagatola,
Ramji Tola and Bodra Tola
villages under Gram
Panchayat Bor Talav,in
which earth work is to be
done for road construction
from Bortlav to
Chhindijob, Bagatola to
Mata Devala and Ramji
Tola to Bodra Tola. Due to

technical fault in the MN-
REGA app, the attendance
of laborers was not record-
ed after the laborers ar-
rived at the workplace for
the work,due to which the
work could not be started
and in such a situation, the
Panchayat representatives
are facing the anger of the
workers. A situation of dis-
pute is being created by the
laborers with the panchay-
at representatives regard-
ing the payment of wages.
In the memorandum given

to the SDM, the sarpanch
and panchayat representa-
tives of the gram panchay-
at told that the master roll
has been issued for the
commencement of work
from March 9 to March 15,
but due to technical fault in
online attendance, the
work could not be started.
In such a situation, the de-
mand has been made by
the panchayat representa-
tives to close the MNREGA
app and register atten-
dance in the muster roll.
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Kawardha, Mar 15:

BJP Mahila Morcha
(BJPMM) Kabirdham fe-
licitated with ‘Sushma
Swaraj Award’ to women
from different fields for
their remarkable works on
occasion of Women’s
International Day here on
Tuesday.

It was as per appeal by
the BJP Mahila Morcha
central leadership and
under guidance of BJP
Mahila Morcha state
President that this pro-
gramme was organised in
the memory of valuable
works carried out by Late
Smt Sushma Swaraj. On
this occasion a Holi Milan
programme was also or-
ganised and in this by
singing ‘faag-geet’ and
playing ‘Phulo ki Holi’ all
celebrated the festival of
colours with enthusiasm
and exchanged greetings
to all. Along with this vari-
ety of games were also or-
ganised for women com-
ing in the progarmme and
it was enthusiastically
participated by one & all.

On this occasion BJP
District President
Kawardha District Anil

Singh Thakur said that
women are playing an im-
portant role in develop-
ment of nation and they
are working shoulder-to-
shoulder with their male
counterparts, apart from
serving in the field of poli-
tics, administration, social
works as mother, daughter
and sisters. Women have
started working and tak-
ing care of family’s expen-
diture and in many a fields
have move ahead of men.

BJP Mahila Morcha
State Secretary and
Kabirdham District
Panchayat ‘Sabhapati’-
Bhawana Bohara said that
late Smt Sushma Swaraj is
a role model for all women.
Being a  simple lady with
cordial nature, she was an
influential orator and sea-
soned politician and she
worked remarkable for
empowerment of women
in the country and making
them self-reliant and inde-
pendent. It was just in 25
yrs, she went fulfilled the
responsibility of being the
youngest Minister in
Haryana government. She
went on to become MP for
seven times and got elect-
ed as MLA 3 times. Apart

from this she also had the
honour being the first
woman Chief Minister of
Delhi and it was one of the
important achievements
in her political career. It is
following his morals and
ideals and to express con-
dolences for all her fond
memories that the ‘women
power’ of Kawardha are
being felicitated with
‘Sushma Swaraj Award’.

Bhawana Bohara said
that there is no dearth of
talent among women, girls
and daughters from
Kawardha district and
even after limited re-
sources, they have brought
laurels to their family, dis-
trict and even the state on
various fronts.

It is in order to express
gratitude towards their
feeling of dedication and
commitment and to moti-
vate other women to take
inspiration from them that
this felicitation has been
organised, so that they
continue to motivate
women from Kawardha
and nearby district on be-
coming self-sufficient and
self-reliant and independ-
ent in their respective
fields. Be it the field of

space, science, education,
or research, sports or in-
dustries, women are ex-
hibiting their talent in all
fields and won accolades.
It is carrying out develop-
ment of society and to de-
velop self-reliant India
that the women, daughter
and sisters o the country
are bringing laurels all
over the world, she added.

Madhu Tiwari said that
women of today have be-
come empowered and the
Modi-led BJP government
at the Centre has taken
positive steps for their em-
powerment and making
them self-reliant. Apart
from making women eco-
nomically stronger and
making them lased with
skills, that the women of
the country are becoming
self-reliant and independ-
ent, she added.

On this occasion
Satvinder Pahuja, Savita
Thakur, Vijay Laxmi
Tiwari, Sushma
Chandravanshi, Tara Devi
Markam, Shiv Kumari,
Prabha Manikpuri,
Sangeeta Jaiswal, Rati
Thakur, Pushpa Pandey,
Neetu Sharma, Rajkumari
Sahu, Suman Gupta, Kala
Dhurve, Deepa Dhurve,
Savitri Sahu, Gangotri
Kaushik, Gauri Sahu
Vidya Sriwas, Anju
Sharma, Durga Vaishnav,
C h a n d r p r a b h a
Chandravanshi, Mohini
Thakur, Pushpa Soni, Ritu
Desi, Shakuntalaji, and all
members of BJPMM
Kawardha district and of-
fice bearers from other
cells of BJP were present
in large number.

Women playing vital role in nation’s devp: Bohara
Women of Kawardha felicitated with ‘Sushma Swaraj Award’

Kawardha, Mar 15:

The disclosure of reg-
istries with incomplete
documents and false in-
formation by the Sarafa
trader brothers’ with
nexus of the Patwari and
Registrar in the
Kawardha district is
being reported for last
few days. At one place
where each and every
document of a poor land
owner is checked thor-
oughly and that of the
land-mafia and their
family members they be-
come silent spectators
and surrender complete-
ly before them! Even
after reports in this re-
gard for last few days,
the local administration
is not taking any action
in this regard so far and
the same is now raising
eyebrows.

In the last 15-20 years
in the registries in the
Registrar office, be it the
land-mafia, Patwari or
the employees of the
Registrar office, who
have been getting fresh
posting and transfer, but
it is the Sarafa trader,
land mafia, who with
nexus of Patwari and
Registrar, are reportedly
involved in removal of
names from government
land (nazul) without any
signature or name on the
cheques. In the land pur-

chase by Vivek Jain,
brother of Land Mafia
Pankaj Jain, the registry
was done in June 2020 for
Rs 16.50 lakh and both
the cheques in the reg-
istry are not bearing the
name of purchaser. The
registry has been done
with help of two blank
cheques of Rs 8.25 lakh.
What is surprising here
is that the Dy. Registrar
has not even found it ap-
propriate to check the
documents enclosed with
the registry papers.

It is notable here that
in the boundary of the
land purchase by Vivek
Jain near the ‘Lal Talab’,
there is mention of ‘Lal
Talab’, but there is no
mention of the Nazul
land bearing Kh. No. 379
between Lal-Talab and
Vivek’s land and this is
not possible without the
help of the then Patwari!

The question here is as
to why the Dy. Registrar
and the Patwaris are so
favourable and blind-
folded towards land

mafia and their family
members. The chances of
registry without proper
defining of direction of a
particular plot or piece
of land can be done with-
out signature or name in
one or two cases of reg-
istries, but keeping the
cheques without signa-
ture or names in all the
registries of the land
mafia or their family
members, gives rise to
many speculations and
wrong-doings or a part of
well-defined conspiracy.
If the EOW conducts in-
quiry or check footage on
CCTV cameras into the
sales and purchase of
gold and silver jew-
elleries of these sarafa
traders and their rela-
tives and land-mafia,
then there are chances of
many surprising revela-
tions in it.

Version:
In this regard, when

the Registrar Dhurv was
contacted, he refused to
comment, saying that it
is an old case.

Name, signature in cheques for registry left blank!
In the registries carried out by brother of land mafia Vivek Jain

 Raises eyebrows
towards 
likely nexus with
Patwari and
Registrar office

ASP awarded
by CM Baghel

Mungeli, Mar 15:
District ASP Pratibha
Pandey was honoured by
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel for making women
aware of the state and for
cooperation in the works
of the Women’s
Commission. The compre-
hensive information
given by Pratibha Pandey
and her views in the
workshop on Human
Trafficking organized in
Bilaspur Range was ap-
preciated by everyone in-
cluding the Chairperson
of the Women’s
Commission, Kiranmayi
Nayak.

It is noteworthy that
along with crimes related
to women including kid-
napping of girls in the dis-
trict, various programs
including women’s aware-
ness flight are being con-
ducted efficiently under
his direction. Due to
which the district police
has a remarkable place in
the state in many cases,
and recently the IG had
also appreciated the work
of the district police dur-
ing his visit to Mungeli.
On receiving the honor,
Pratibha Pandey said that
under the guidance of
senior police officers, she
is able to do better work.
She has thanked the
Women’s Commission for
the honour.

Koriya, Mar 15: 

In the weekly deadline
meeting held here under
the chairmanship of
District Collector Vinay
Kumar Langeh, the opera-
tion of government
schemes in the district
was reviewed. In the meet-
ing, the Collector took in-
formation from the
District Education Officer
regarding the implemen-
tation of the Chief
Minister’s School Jatan
Yojana, as under this
scheme, the school build-
ings which need renova-
tion, proper improve-
ments have to be made to
provide infrastructure for
better education to the

children.
The Collector has given

instructions to the con-
cerned to ensure neces-
sary repairs and improve-
ments while working ac-
cording to the rules under
the scheme. Under the
governments ambitious
Godhan Nyaya Yojana,
purchase of cow dung in
Gauthans, manufacture of

vermicompost and review
of purchase by agricul-
ture and allied depart-
ments and farmers
through committees was
also done.

The Collector also in-
structed to coordinate
with Krishi Vigyan
Kendra for the sale of
products made from cow
urine, Jeevamrit and

other organic pesticides.
Aadhaar updation and
camp for making
Ayushman card being or-
ganized in the district and
in the meeting the
Collector has appealed to
the general public to take
advantage of the camp. He
has given necessary in-
structions to the CEO,
District Panchayat, Health

Department, Chief
Municipal Officer and all
concerned officials.

In view of the summer
season, he directed the of-
ficials of the Public
Health Engineering
Department present in the
meeting to make neces-
sary preparations so that
there is no problem of
drinking water. He also di-
rected the CEO Janpad
Panchayat to present the
list of villages which are
inaccessible during the
rainy season. CEO
District Panchayat
Namrata Jain, Joint
Collector Anil Sidar, all
SDMs and district level of-
ficers were present in the
meeting.

Collector reviews implementation of govt schemes 

Hindrance in wage work due to technical fault Resident’s protest at
Byaguda toll plaza 
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Jagdalpur, Mar 15:
Under the leadership of
Sarva Hindu Samaj, a
meeting was held on
Tuesday in the premises of
Maa Durga Temple locat-
ed in Shanti Nagar regard-
ing celebration of New
Year festival ‘Srishti
Srujanotsav’ on ‘Chaitra
Shukla Pratipada’ as
‘Srishti Srijan Diwas’.
After holding a meeting
with all the society and or-
ganization heads, the
strategy was decided
unanimously. Ashok
Arora, President of Sarv
Hindu Samaj (SHS),
presided over the meeting.

In the meeting, it was
decided to organize reli-
gious events on different
days from Hindu New
Year ‘Chaitra Shukla
Pratipada’ to Ram
Navami. Programmes and
religious events ranging
from Hindu New Year to
Ram Navami were dis-
cussed. Representatives of
all Hindu society and
other societies participat-

ed. The theme of the meet-
ing was to decide the strat-
egy for all the religious
events, processions and
other religious events to
be held from the Hindu
New Year, Srishti Creation
Day to Ramnavami.

SHS Secretary L
Eshwar Rao informed that
‘Chaitra Shukla
Pratipada’ ‘Vikram
Samvat’ 2080, on coming
March 22, ‘Srishti
Srijanotsav’, New Year fes-
tival, according to the glo-
rious Hindu tradition, for
the sake of ‘loka’ all the
happiness Bhavantu, fol-
lowed by a grand Scooty
rally of ‘Matratva Shakti’,
lamp decoration. And it
has been ensured to wel-
come the new year with
grandeur and divinity

through Mahaarti.
He informed that on the

first day of this religious
festival starting from the
day of New Year ‘Shukla
Pratipada’, the pro-
gramme of grand ‘Shobha
Yatra’, ‘Havan Pujan’ will
be done with grandeur
and divinity by the
‘Sanatani Hindu Samaj’.
Similarly, different events
will be organized on each
day from the entire
‘Navratri’ till Ram
Navami. The role, partici-
pation and accountability
of Hindu society has been
ensured. All the society
and religion lovers in-
volved in ‘Sarv Hindu
Samaj’ Bastar division
were urged to attend the
New Year program and
Ram Navami’s grand pro-

cession in maximum num-
bers to give a grand look to
the event.

During this
D h a r m c h a n d r a
Khandelwal, Yogendra
Kaushik, Ranjit Pandey,
Sunil Khedulkar, JB
Singh, Dashrat Kashyap,
Rajaram Todenm, Ravi
Brahmachari, Pawan
Rajput, Anil Agarwal,
Shankarlal Chandak,
Shivnarayan Chandak,
Kailash Rathi, Avinash
Singh Chauhan, Kunal
Chalisgaonkar, Yogesh
Shukla , Sunil Das,
Devendra Mohapatra,
Srinivas Mohanty,
Harikishan Nishad, Asha
Dodiya, Sarita Yadav, Indu
Nag, Adya Narayani, and a
large number of others
was present.

Hindu New Year to be celebrated
as ‘Srishti Srijan Divas’

A procession will be
taken out on Ram
Navami, says Sarva
Hindu Samaj

Central Chronicle News

Kondagaon, Mar 15:
BJP has started formulat-
ing strategy for the next
VS elections in the state.
In view of the upcoming
state elections, BJP SC,
ST Morcha District
Working Committee held
a meeting at Atal Sadan
in which BJP National
Working Committee
Member Lata Usendi was
present. During this she
advised BJP SC, ST
Morcha office bearers
and workers to strength-
en up the booth-level and
informed the workers
about future work plans
in detail. She said that the
schemes of the central
government are not
reaching the common
people and the public
have understood the fail-
ures of the Congress led
state government.

Dictatorship and cor-
ruption is at its peak in
the state and the people
have not understood the
true face of Congress
government in last four
years of its rule. So the
party workers should

pass on the failures of the
state government to the
general public.

Former MLA
Sevakram Netam, BJP
District President Dipesh
Arora, Sangeeta Poyam,
Sanju Poyam,

Harishankar Netam,
Sukhlal Markam, Bunty
Nag, Santosh Uike,
Balsingh Baghel,
Baijuram Netam, Dhanju
Markam, Asman Sori and
many other workers were
present in the meeting.

BJP SC, ST Morcha discuss election strategy

Arang, Mar 15: After
catching an illicit liquor
seller red-handed with
liquor, the women of vil-
lage Budeni, active in stop-
ping the sale of illegal
liquor in the village, have
continued their vigilance
campaign. Due to this
campaign being run with
the help of the villagers,
the drunkards are either
heading towards the near-

by village Bhadha or
Kharora liquor bhatti.

It may be noted that
after the attention of City
Superintendent of Police
Udayan Behar and
Kharora police station in-
charge Brijesh Tiwari,
Kharora police station
staff has got an illegal
liquor seller of village
Budeni caught red-handed
with 50 quarter bottles of

liquor and was lodged in
jail on March 4. After this,
angry women, with the
help of panchayat and vil-
lagers, started a campaign
against illegal sale of
liquor, and its effects are
also visible.

According to them, an il-
legal liquor seller of
Bhadha, who was caught
selling liquor in the past,
is involved in this business

and the villagers of
Bhadha have not been able
to stop it till date. Asha
Pardhi, Sukhmani Pardhi,
Shyama Pardhi, Madhuri
Verma, Gauri Verma,
Lalita Kosle, Janakdulari
Jalakshatri, Vimla Verma,
Silochana Verma,
Chandrika Verma,
Inderman Chauhan etc
participated in the vigi-
lance campaign .

Vigilance campaign of women continues in Budeni

Jagdalpur, Mar 15: On
Saturday, 75 couples tie
nuptial knots in the mass
marriage programme or-
ganized under the
Mukhyamantri Kanya
Vivah Yojana (MKVY) in
Babu Semra village of the
district. Of these, 66 cou-
ples got married according
to Sanatan tradition and 9
couples got married ac-
cording to Christian tradi-
tion.

On this occasion,
Parliamentary Secretary
Rekhchand Jain, while
leading the procession
reached the wedding
venue with 75 grooms
dancing and singing to the
tune of band instruments.
With him on this occasion,
Vice President of
Indravati Authority
Rajeev Sharma, Mayor
Safira Sahu, Municipal

Corporation Chairman
Kavita Sahu, Janpad
Panchayat President
Anita Poyam, District
Program Officer of
Women and Child
Development Department
Manoj Sinha including of-
ficers, employees, entry
into married life The cou-
ple and their relatives
were present.

On this occasion,
Parliamentary Secretary
Rekhchand Jain wished a
happy and prosperous life
to the young couples enter-
ing married life. He said

that the newly married
couple should lead a happy
life while serving their
parents. Vice President of
Indravati Development
Authority, Rajeev Sharma
said that Kanyadan is one
of the biggest donations in
life. He wished Maa
Danteshwari’s blessings
on all the newly wedded
couples. On this occasion,
Mayor of Jagdalpur
Municipal Corporation
Safira Sahu, Chairperson
Kavita Sahu and other
public representatives also
addressed.

75 couples tie nuptial knot under MKVY 
Parliamentary
Secretary blessed
the newlyweds

BBeemmeettaarraa,,  MMaarr  1155::  The
Graduation day of the kinder-
garten students was celebrat-
ed at Allons on Tuesday. The
Programme started with the
lighting of a candle in front of
the photo of the Goddess
Saraswati and garlanding it by
Priya Arora, Chairperson, Dr.
Satyajit Hota, Principal and the
parents. The Graduation Day is
the wonderful day when the
academic life culminates into
an all-important degree. It is a
time to celebrate with all those
people, teachers, parents and
friends who have helped us in
the student life and made
learning fun.

The programme began with
the song and the Bhajan pre-
sented by Aishwarya Arora the
mother of Hayati Arora and
Ganika Devi Pandey, grand-
mother of Avani Pandey which
left everybody spellbound as
they sang on tunes of some
vibrant music displaying
breath taking colours with
coordinated movements that
also set the tone and mood of
the atmosphere at an all-time
high. The parents presented a

brilliant performance while
performing the ramp walk with
their little children. The audi-
ence was astonished with the
magical deed. The Mothers of
the students named Prithivi,
Shreyansh, Prashika,
Shashank, Aditya, Atharva,
Aryan, Ariket, Avani
Pandey,Tanyaand etc. danced
with them. It was a hilarious
event. This was followed by the
distribution of graduate certifi-
cates to the tiny tots in gradua-
tion caps and sash along with
the felicitation of the little chil-
dren with the unique titles
describing their strengths. The
programme culminated with
the vote of thanks by the little

children and the parents who
expressed their gratitude and
appreciation to the
Management, Principal and the
teachers. It was indeed a mem-
orable experience for the little
ones and be blessed as they
continue their education in the
main stream of the school. The
main highlight of the celebra-
tion was the walking of the stu-
dents with their mothers for
their convocation. It was a
proud moment for the parents
of the little angels of kinder-
garten when their children
moved to the dais to receive
the scrolls of graduation cer-
tificates with smiling faces
wearing graduation gowns and

scholar’s caps from the
Principal. All the mothers
remembered the past memo-
ries of their childhood due to
the involvement in this event. 

Dr. Satyajit Hota, Principal
welcomed everyone and gave a
bird’s eye view of the achieve-
ments of the students. He told
the parents that their children
have maximum talents. Allons
School is always ready to help
its students for developing
their physical, intelligence,
mental, technical, vocational,
social, spiritual and adverse
quotients. The school develops
the anti-adverse skills of the
students to survive in odd con-
dition also. On seeing the

mothers courage, creativity,
imagination and extra ordinary
performance, innovation and
ambition, he said that the
future of their children will also
be bright. He also gave warm
congratulations on their gradu-
ation and best wishes for their
next adventure for today and
always by cherishing their
efforts. The credit of the grad-
uation day goes to the parents
and teachers of Kindergarten
named Shital Vaidya,  Seema
Patel, Shruti Soniwith their
coordinator Khushboo Naidu.

Pre-Primary coordinator
Khushboo Naidu handed over
the students to Primary coordi-
nator Simintani Thakur for
their further education. She
gave the commitment for her
service to bring the bright
future of the students. 

A vote of thanks was given
by Khushboo Naidu and
anchoring was done by
Khushboo Naidu & Seema
Patel. Aishwarya Arora,
Director, Ruchi Arora, Director,
Sunil Sharma, Administrator
witnessed this memorable
event. 

Graduation day of the kindergarten students commemorates ‘Susansh’

Jagdalpur, Mar 15:
Under the guidance of
District Judge and
Chairman of District
Legal Services Authority
(DLSA) Alok Kumar, in
collaboration with
National Legal Services
Authority (NLSA), New
Delhi and National
Commission for Women,
District Legal Services
Authority, Jagdalpur or-
ganized Women’s Day
Week on women’s rights
and laws in the district.
The awareness pro-
gramme was organized on
Sunday at the Gram
Panchayat Bhawan of
Gram Panchayat Balikota.

Advocates Hemlata
Nakka and Virendra
Bahote were present in
this awareness pro-
gramme as resource per-
sons and officers and em-
ployees of Health
Department and Women
and Child Development
Department as partici-
pants. The programme
was started by the

Resource Person with the
resolution song of
NALSA, garlanding the
picture of Chhattisgarh
Mahtari, lighting the
lamp. Resource person
Hemlata Nakka, advocate,
giving information about
the purpose of the above
program and legal service
schemes related to
women’s rights and free
legal aid in relation to
crimes against women,
said that crime can be con-
trolled only through edu-
cation. Important legal in-
formation related to the
Protection of Children
from Sexual Offenses Act,

Dowry Prohibition Act,
maintenance, ‘Stridhan’,
ancestral property, protec-
tion of women from do-
mestic violence act and
crime against women was
provided.

Resource person
Virendra Bahote,
Advocate, provided de-
tailed information regard-
ing the welfare schemes
run by the government for
women, including their
fundamental rights, basic
duties, legal aid schemes,
to the women present in
the program.

In the said programme,
women’s health activist

Neelam Thakur apprised
the women present about
the rights related to
women’s health. During
this, women self-help
groups including advocate
Shubham Netam, village
sarpanch Fulmati
Kashyap, deputy sarpanch
Pramila Baghel, women
health worker Nilam
Thakur, Anganwadi work-
er, Mitanin and Panch
Khageshwari Joshi,
Jitendra Nakka water col-
lection officer, karate in-
structor Poonam Netam,
Satbati Baghel Members
and women health work-
ers were present.

DLSA creates awareness about women’s rights, laws

Jagdalpur, Mar 14: In
Bodhghat police station of
the district, the matter
came to the notice of eva-
sive and evasive refusal to
pressurize for marriage.
While registering the re-
port by the victim appli-
cant, it was informed that
since the year 2018, there
was a love affair between
the accused Vidhan

Burman alias Bobby and
the applicant. Both knew
each other very well.
Accused Vidhan Burman
alias Bobby had been
physically abusing the ap-
plicant for the last five
years by taking her to dif-
ferent places on the pre-
text of marriage.

On the report, the po-
lice station in-charge

Bodghaat Dilbag Singh
appointed female sub-in-
spector Guneshwari
Nareti as the investigat-
ing officer of the case,
after registering the
crime on the report of the
applicant, arrested the
said accused Vidhan
Burman alias Bobby and
sent to jail on judicial re-
mand.

Accused of physical exploitation nabbed

Geedam/Dantewada,
Mar 15: International Day
of Mathematics program
is being organized official-
ly in the world wide coun-
tries including India. The
theme of IDM 2023 has
been set by UNESCO as
“Mathematics for

Everyone”. International
Day of Mathematics
scheme is being operated
by United Nations
Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO), International
Mathematical Union
(IMU) Berlin Germany,
Imaginary Organization
and Klaus Tshira Stiftung,
Simons Foundation.
March 14 is celebrated as
International Day of
Mathematics and Pi Day
to mark the mathematical
constant Pi (?) whose
value is 3.14. Amujuri
Biswanath, PGT lecturer
of Astha Vidya Mandir

English Medium School
Jawanga, Dantewada of
Chhattisgarh and lifetime
member expert of the
Indian Science Congress
Association, Government
of India, Department of
Science and Technology
has got the organiser
recognition from UN-
ESCO, International
Mathematical Union
Berlin Germany and
IDM314 for 2023
International Day of
Mathematics. This pro-
gram will be organized
globally through online
and offline different activi-
ties. The only one organiz-
er from Chhattisgarh,
Amujuri Biswanath said
that mathematical knowl-
edge and skills are very
useful and necessary for
everyone in human life.
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Mathematics Fortnight for
the year 2023 will be organ-
ized from 14 to 28 March.
The role and importance
of Mathematics will be
shared through various
activities. Indian Science

Congress Association, All
India Ramanujan Maths
Club, Aastha Vidya
Mandir English Medium
School Jawanga, National
Teacher Scientific Council
of India, Raman Science &
Technology Foundation,
Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam
National Council of Young
Scientists and Igniting
Dreams of Young Minds
Foundation are the key as-
sociations to organize IDM
in Chhattisgarh, India.
Various webinars, compe-
titions, projects and
awards are being organ-
ized at free of cost for stu-
dents, mathematics lovers,
teachers, professional per-
sons, educators, scientists
and general public. This
program has received con-
sent from various 20 inter-
national establishments,
institutions, councils and
commissions of the world.
Nobel Prize recipient
physicist and scientist
Albert Einstein was re-
membered on the occasion
of 144th birthday anniver-
sary.

A Biswanath gets IDM 2023 organizer recognition
From UNESCO and
International
Mathematical
Union

Ch’garh’s the only
one organizer
Amujuri Biswanath
got support from 20
int’nl organizations
and committees

Int’nl Mathematics
Fortnight 2023 will
be organised from
14 to 28 March on
the theme
“Mathematics for
Everyone”

MMuunnggeellii,,  MMaarr  1155::  District
Education Officer (DEO) and in-
charge District inspection team
Savita Rajpur conducted surprise
inspection of Swamy Atmanand
Govt English Medium School
(SAGEMS) in Daupara, Mungeli,
examination centre on Saturday.

During this the exam in Physics
and Geography of Higher
Secondary School certificate was
going on. In the Physics paper, 52
out of 54 students appeared and in
‘Geography’- 46 out of 46 students
appeared in the exam. The DEO
found the exam to be conducted
peacefully and as per rules. Along
with the flying squad, APC Sanjay
Sahu was also present.

DEO conducts inspection of examination centre
In SAGEMS Daupara
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Bilaspur, Mar 15:
SECRWWO Bilaspur
Division has always been
working for the welfare of
railway employees and
their families. Along with
this, SECRWWO  Bilaspur
has also played an impor-
tant role in preserving,
promoting and nurturing
the culture of India from
time to time.

Taking this link for-
ward, in a better effort to-
wards women empower-
ment, SECRWWO
Bilasput Division  has
started ‘Nrityangan’
Kathak practice classes at
Little Bunny School from
March 14. This Kathak
practice class ‘Nrityangan’
was formally inaugurated
with the unveiling of the
inscription from the hands
of Divisional SECRWWO
President Mrs. Shraddha
Pandey. Kathak dance

training will be given
under ‘Guru Shishya
Parampara’ by ‘ Ritesh
Sharma, Secretary of Shri
Kala Manjari Kathak
Sansthan . In this class,
along with the family
members of railway em-
ployees, people from out-
side the railway will also
be able to take admission .
As a special arrangement
for the family members of
railway employees , half
the fees of Kathak will be
given by SECRWWO .

Along with this, on 14
March 2023, under the
International Women’s
Day, SECRWWO organ-
ized a felicitation ceremo-
ny in the Little Bunny
School premises to hon-
our the women employees
of the division. President
Mrs. Shraddha Pandey
was the chief guest at the
function. On this occa-
sion, SECRWWO Vice
President Mrs. Meenakshi
Raj, Secretary Mrs. Meera
Yadav along with other
members and women rail-

way workers were pres-
ent.

The function was inau-
gurated by lighting of
lamp by the President of
SECRWWO. After this, po-
etry, song, dance and cul-
tural program were pre-
sented for the entertain-
ment of women employ-
ees. Along with this, enter-
tainment games were also
organized. In the ceremo-
ny, 40 women employees of
the division, who have
done excellent work at
their work place, were ho-
noured with lotuses by
Divisional SECRWWO
President Mrs. Shraddha
Pandey.

Chief guest and SECR-
WWO President Mrs.
Shraddha Pandey wished
everyone a Happy
Women’s Day. In her ad-
dress, she said that the
presence of all coura-
geous and incredible
women and the work done
by you cannot be de-
scribed in a few words.
There is a special quality

in each one of you that is
propelling you forward in
life.

Women are like water
and can fit into any role.
personal or professional
life, big or small job,
Entrepreneur or an em-
ployee , the right mix of
combination of women is
seen in each role . The
world is incomplete with-
out women. It is woman
who brings life on this
earth. She plays an impor-
tant role in the develop-
ment of the children and
also manages her house-
hold efficiently, Pandey
maintained.

In today’s time, women
are not only self-sufficient,
but women are progress-
ing in every field. Women
have also made a special
contribution in the
progress of the country in
every field. Some people
say that a woman has no
home, but the truth is that
there is no home without a
woman, she further men-
tioned.

Kathak dance class ‘Nrityangan’
inaugurated at Little Bunny School

Women employees
honoured by 
SECRWWO Bilaspur

Ambikapur, Mar 15: On
occasion of International
Women’s Day, Adani
Foundation organised
women’s felicitation pro-
gramme in Gram Salhi of
Udaipur block here on
Monday. In this programme
organised jointly under the
social participation of
Rajasthan Rajya Vidyut
Utpadan Nigam Limited
(RRVUNL) at Adani Skill
Development Centre in
Salhi, women from more
than 14 villages near Parsa
East Kete Basen viz. Gram
Parsa, Salhi, Fattepur,
Janardhanpur, Ghatbarra,
Hariharpur and others
took part in the pro-
gramme. In this more than
500 women from socio-eco-
nomic, culture and political
fields, working women,
WSHGs and Women
E n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p
Multipurose Co-op Samiti
(MOBS) were felicitated.
This year the United
Nations have declared the
theme of Int’nl Women’s
Day as ‘Digital-All:
‘Navachar and Technology
for Gender Equality’ and
its objective is to lay em-
phasis on importance of
technology in highlighting
issues of gender equality.

The programme began
with Chief Guest-
Bhojwanti Paikra- Janpad
President Udaipur and as
special guest- Santi
Kariyam- President Block
Development Centre (BDC)-
Udaipur; Ramuniya
Kariyan- Member- BDC
Salhi; Shanti Rajwarde-
Janpad member; Adani
Enterprises Ltd. (AEL) -
Surguja Cluster Head
Manoj Kumar Shahi, and
as special guests were -
Amita Singh Tekam-
President MOBS; Shiv
Kumar Yadav- Dy.
Sarpanch- Parsa and
Cluster HR Head Ram
Dwivedi. Addressing the
programme Chief Guest
Bhojwanti Paikra said that
today also there is need for
support and motivation to
women of the society for
their empowerment and de-
velopment. She hailed the
programme organised by
Adani Foundation and ex-

tended greetings of Int’nl
Women’s Day. Cluster Head
MK Shahi hailed the contri-
bution being made by girls
and women in the field of
technology through online
education as per  UN’s
theme this year and held
the need to increase the dig-
ital technology and bring
them within their reach.

In this programme, stu-
dents of Adani Vidya
Mandir presented welcome
song and the students from
Adani Skill Development
Centre (ASDC) presented
colourful dance. Members
of MOBS were also felici-
tated for their works. To
make the Int’nl Women’s
Day successful, on behalf
of CSR team, Saurabh
Singh, Anil Jaiswal, Amit
Rai, Praveen Kujur, from
AEL- Priyanka Singh, Ritu,
from Gram Udami and
MOBS- Sushmita Kumari,
Kumari Jahnavi, Savitri
Armo, Veena Devi

Dewangan, Vedmati Uikey
and Bandhan Porte gave
valuable contribution.

It is notable here that
RRVNUL, Para East Kete
Basen is carrying out many
programmes on infrastruc-
ture development and pro-
viding high quality educa-
tion, removal of unemploy-
ment. In this under re-
moval of unemployment,
MOBS support and funded
by Adani Foundation is
running many pro-
grammes like mid-day meal
management in commer-
cial units; masala process-
ing unit; Dairy and milk
production centre, sanitary
pad production u nit and
white-phenyl and hand-
wash gel production unit
and others. This has
brought changes in eco-
nomic conditions of SHGs
members, apart from infus-
ing skill development and
making them financially
independent.

More than 500 women from 14 villages felicitated 
On occasion of
Int’nl Women’s Day

By RRVUNLS, ASDC
and AEL in Gram
Salhi

Balconagar, March 14,
2023: Bharat Aluminium
Company (BALCO),
India’s iconic aluminium
producer, organized
‘Unnati Utsav’ to com-
memorate International
Women’s Day based on the
theme ‘Embrace Equity’.
In the presence of more
than 500 women from dif-
ferent Self-Help Groups
(SHGs) established by
BALCO under its commu-
nity development project
Unnati, SHG workers were
felicitated for their out-
standing achievement at
the state and national
level. These community
champions were felicitat-
ed for their outstanding
achievements in various
CSR schemes of BALCO
like ‘Unnati’, ‘Nayi Kiran’,
‘Mor Jal Mor Maati’,
‘Arogya’ and ‘Vedanta
Skill School’. Stalls by
women entrepreneurs, a
play performed by the
SHGs, and cultural activi-
ties centered around proj-
ect ‘Unnati’ were the other
attractions of the event.
The program also featured
a ‘Walk of Equity’, where
participants from various
backgrounds, such as
farmers, adolescent girls
and boys, transgender in-
dividuals, BALCO employ-
ees, and SHG women came
together to showcase the
strength in diversity and
reiterated BALCO’s com-
mitment of embracing eq-
uity.

During the program,
BALCO applauded com-
munity champions who
have actively participated
in various training pro-
grams and have made a
significant impact in their
communities with their
learnings. Dhaneshwari
Goswami was one of the
champions applauded for
becoming a master trainer

in chocolate production.
Piyush Kumar was recog-
nized for his contribution
to the Nayi Kiran initia-
tive and his efforts in rais-
ing funds for the distribu-
tion of sanitary napkins
among his female batch-
mates. Rekha Dahariya
was acknowledged for her
role in training communi-
ty women in stitching, em-
powering them to become
financially independent
through the Unnati
Project. Overall, 13 com-
munity champions were
recognized for their out-
standing efforts in entre-
preneurship, health
awareness, skill develop-
ment, and more. The
awardees expressed their
gratitude towards BALCO
for its initiatives and the
positive impact they have
made in their lives.
Appreciating the positive

impact of the Project
Unnati, Mr. Rajesh Kumar,
CEO & Director, BALCO,
said, “Project ‘Unnati’ is
aimed at promoting finan-
cial empowerment of
women which can help
them in establishing their
individualistic identity in
the society and enable
them to contribute to-
wards the growth and
progress of their families,
society, and nation.
BALCO is committed to
supporting women from
local communities in their
journey of self-empower-
ment by enabling them
with skills training, finan-
cial literacy, market link-
age and similar initia-
tives.” Recently, BALCO
also launched SHG sani-
tary pad manufacturing
micro-enterprise called
‘UnNaree’, under which
women will be trained to

manufacture and sell sani-
tary pads. This is a leap to-
wards ensuring good men-
strual health in the region
and creates additional in-
come streams for SHG
members.

Project Unnati focuses
on empowering and mobi-
lizing women into SHGs
and honing their capaci-
ties and skills for entrepre-
neurship and building sus-
tainable livelihoods.

In this fiscal itself, 90
new SHGs were formed,
taking the total number to
470+ SHGs with more than
5,000 women who greatly
benefit under the various
training modules of the
project.

BALCO champions women’s empowerment
through Unnati Utsav



AA s the world’s fastest-growing
major economy with rising

energy needs, India will account for
approximately 25% of global energy
demand growth between 2020-2040,
as per BP energy outlook and IEA
estimates.  Ensuring energy access,
availability and affordability for our
large population is an imperative.
This makes our case ‘sui generis’
and has driven our energy strategy,
now acknowledged the world over
as being pragmatic and balanced. 

HHooww  hhaass  IInnddiiaa  mmaannaaggeedd  ttoo  ddoo
tthhiiss??

When petrol and diesel prices
went up by 35-40% in U.S., Canada,
Spain and UK, and despite importing
over 85% of its crude oil require-
ments and 55% of its natural gas
requirements, prices of diesel in
India have actually gone down in the
last 1 year. When several countries
in our neighbourhood have had dry
outs and power cuts to manage
demand, there has been no shortage
of fuel anywhere in India, even dur-
ing flood and natural calamity situa-
tions.  This was made possible due
to the vision of the Hon’ble Prime
Minister Modi ji for ensuring energy
justice to our citizens. The Centre
and many BJP ruled States
announced massive cuts in excise
duty and VAT rates, twice. Oil PSUs,
being good corporate citizens,
absorbed huge losses to ensure that
the massive hikes in the prices of
crude oil and natural gas in the

international market were not
passed on to Indian consumers.
Subsidised APM Gas for city gas dis-
tribution sector was drastically
increased even at the cost of cutting
down the captive use of domestic
gas by our own PSUs. We even
imposed an export cess on petrol,
diesel and ATF and windfall tax on
domestically produced petroleum
products to prevent refiners and
producers from profiteering at the
cost of domestic consumers.

Over the years, India has expand-
ed its network of crude oil suppliers
from 27 nations to 39 nations. India
has also further strengthened its
ties with countries like the United
States(energy trade has gone up 13
times in last 4 years) and Russia to
ensure reliable supply of crude oil.
This strategic market card, as the
world’s 3rd largest importer, not
only ensured affordable energy for
Indian consumers but also had a
calming effect on global petroleum
markets. 

What is inescapable is that
India’s purchase of petroleum prod-
ucts from certain nations has actual-
ly kept the global demand and sup-
ply of around 98-100 million bar-
rels/day balanced, thereby keeping
oil prices in check for the global
value chain. Had this not been done,
global prices would have shot to
300$/barrel!  We are working on
both the traditional fuels explo-
ration as well as energy transition.

Our reforms in making India an
attractive E&P destination are
reflected in the consulting firm
Wood Mackenzie noting that India
could be the licensing wildcard of
2023. By 2025, India wants to boost
its net geographic area under explo-
ration from 8% (0.25 million sq km)
to 15% (0.5 million sq km) and has
reduced the prohibited/no-go areas
in our Exclusive Economic Zone
(EEZ) by 99%, releasing nearly 1
million sq. km. for exploration.

However, as demonstrated by
Modi Ji at Glasgow, we remain
steadfast in our Climate Change
commitments – becoming net-zero
in emissions by 2070 and cutting
down emission by 1 billion tons by
the end of 2030.

We are also rapidly expanding our
petrochemical production, in line
with the massive increase in living
standards and rapid urbanisation.
India is a global exporter of petrole-
um products and its refining capaci-
ty is the fourth largest in the world
after the United States, China, and
Russia. Efforts are underway to fur-
ther enhance this capacity to 450
MMT by 2040. The refining capacity
expansion was also one of the major
factors in ensuring fuel price stabili-
ty during the international oil price
volatilities seen in the last year. 

India is also accelerating its
efforts to move towards a gas-
based economy by increasing the
share of gas from the current 6.3%
to 15% by 2030. India has connect-
ed more than 9.5 crore families with
clean cooking fuel in the past nine
years. PNG connections have
increased from 22.28 lakh in 2014 to
over 1 crore in 2023. The number of
CNG stations in India has gone up
from 938 in 2014 to 4900 in 2023.
Since 2014, India has increased the
length of its gas pipeline network
from 14,700 kms to 22,000 kms in
2023. At the recently concluded
India Energy Week 2023, India took
a giant stride in her biofuel revolu-

tion by launching E20, i.e., 20%
ethanol blended gasoline by the
Hon’ble Prime Minister, which will
be rolled out in 15 cities and
expanded across the country in the
next two years. India’s ethanol
blending gasoline has grown from
just 1.53% in 2013-14 to 10.17% in
2023, and now India is also setting
up five 2nd generation ethanol
which can convert agricultural
waste into Biofuel, further reducing
pollution due to stubble burning
and generating income for farmers. 

National Green Hydrogen Mission
has been launched with an outlay of
Rs. 19,744 crores to develop the
entire green hydrogen ecosystem in
the country & accelerate India’s
efforts towards 4 MT of annual
Green Hydrogen production & Rs. 1
lakh crore of cumulative fossil fuel
import savings by 2030. India is
poised to realize its full potential to
create Green Hydrogen ecosystem
by 2030. Just like our energy strate-
gy, we are also taking an integrated
path for transitioning India’s future
mobility pathwys. Therefore, along
with Green Hydrogen and Biofuels,
India is also supporting Electric
Vehicles through a Production
Linked Incentive scheme to make
advanced chemistry cells of 50
Gigawatt hours and have
announced Viability Gap Funding
and customs duty exemptions for
the sector. We are targeting the
installation of Alternate Fuel
Stations (EV charging/ CNG/ LPG/
LNG/ CBG etc.) at 22,000 Retail
Outlets by May 2024. As we grow to
become a USD 26 trillion economy
by our Amrit Kaal target of 2047, we
are implementing a unique strategy
for ensuring energy security and
achieving energy independence,
inspired by the vision of the Hon’ble
Prime Minister Modi Ji.

((TThhee  aauutthhoorr  iiss  UUnniioonn  MMiinniisstteerr  ffoorr
PPeettrroolleeuumm  &&  NNaattuurraall  GGaass  aanndd
HHoouussiinngg  &&  UUrrbbaann  AAffffaaiirrss..))
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Disruptions 
in House

Rowdy disruptions and walk-
outs by MPs have become rou-
tine, leading to a complete
washout of a session, at times.
This is not what citizens expect
from their elected representa-
tives. As citizens, we expect
serious discussions from elect-
ed members leading to the
framing of laws that are for the
welfare of the public and the
country as a whole. The role of
opposition parties is as impor-
tant as that of the party in
power. A strong Opposition is
the cornerstone of a thriving
democracy. It should question
the government on any flaws in
Bills to be passed and imple-
mentation of policies. The
Opposition is the watchdog
appointed by the people.
Members from both benches
should engage in serious dis-
cussions, rising above personal
animosity and not resorting to
name-calling. Members from
the ruling party are expected to
lend an ear to issues raised by
Opposition parties and work
out ways to settle and compro-
mise. Neutrality of the Speaker
should be clearly evident. It is
high time that our elected rep-
resentatives prioritize the wel-
fare of the public and the coun-
try, rather than engaging in dis-
ruptive behavior. Let us all
strive towards a healthy
democracy.

MMaannoojj  KKuummaarr,,  RRaaiippuurr

Chip agreement
India can become a semiconduc-
tor manufacturing hub and has
the potential to excel in this field,
but it would require significant
investment in building research
and development capabilities.
Furthermore, such an investment
could not only benefit India but
could also boost its role in the
global supply chain. While the
United States currently leads the
world in semiconductor design,
India has a considerable talent
pool in this field. Therefore, I
believe that cooperation between
both nations could be mutually
beneficial.

Kuldip Thakur, Zirakpur

Missing deadline
It is concerning that India contin-
ues to be the world's top arms
importer. The fact that 23 DRDO
projects have missed their dead-
lines should be alarming for
those in charge. However, the
recent display of India's war
machines has shown that our
indigenous technology is second
to none. It is time for India to
invest its time, energy, and for-
eign exchange in developing
indigenous technology. Doing so
would yield more dependable
results and put India at the fore-
front of technological advance-
ment. We must reduce our
reliance on imported weapons
and focus on becoming self-suffi-
cient in this field.

RRSS  KKiisshhttwwaarriiaa,,  PPaallaammppuurr
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Noida: Vehicles stuck in a traffic jam near Film City, in Noida, Wednesday, March 15.

TRAFFIC JAM 

AA s the Taliban continues to hold power in
Afghanistan after seizing control of the country in

August 2021, India's relationship with the new regime
remains a critical concern for the nation's foreign policy.
While India has not officially endorsed the Taliban's legit-
imacy, it has recognized the reality of their rule and the
need to engage with them. The participation of Taliban
officials in an online training course, conducted under the
Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation (ITEC) pro-
gram, is a significant step towards rebuilding the Delhi-
Kabul relationship. The four-day course, entitled
'Immersing with Indian Thoughts,' aims to provide dele-
gates from various countries, including Afghanistan, with
a deeper understanding of India's business environment,
cultural heritage, and regulatory ecosystem. The
Institute of Diplomacy, which falls under Afghanistan's
foreign ministry, promptly shared the ITEC invite, indi-
cating the Taliban's eagerness to reach out to India. The
Taliban sees India as a major stakeholder in facilitating
long-term peace and stability in Afghanistan. India has a
strong interest in safeguarding its investments in
Afghanistan, having invested billions of dollars in 500-odd
projects after the US invasion of 2001. The Taliban's will-
ingness to engage with India is crucial for India to resume
financial and technical assistance for these development
ventures. India's tough stance on cross-border terrorism
also puts the Taliban under pressure to rein in Pakistan-
based terror groups that use Afghan territory to foment
trouble in the region. While India's decision to reopen its
embassy in Kabul last year was seen as a positive step
towards strengthening the Delhi-Kabul relationship, India
must adopt a pragmatic and proactive approach to
engage with the Taliban. A constructive engagement with
the Taliban is necessary to safeguard India's interests in
Afghanistan and play a key role in facilitating long-term
peace and stability in the region. India's recent decision
to send wheat to the crisis-hit country through Iran's
Chabahar port instead of taking the road route via
Pakistan shows its continued commitment to providing
humanitarian aid to Afghanistan. This approach not only
circumvents Pakistan but also strengthens India's strate-
gic ties with Iran. Engaging with the Taliban is critical for
India to protect its interests in Afghanistan. While it may
be challenging to find common ground with the new
regime, India's pragmatic and proactive approach could
pave the way for future collaborations and a long-term
solution to the Afghanistan crisis.

Engaging with Taliban

India’s unique energy pathways

KKaajjaall  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee

Perhaps the critics of Rahul
Gandhi are not aware of the
saying "people who live in
glass houses shouldn't
throw stones". Else they
wouldn't have accused that
Rahul has "showcased
India's partisan politics in a
foreign land".

And before accusing
Rahul of engaging in "parti-
san politics in a foreign
land"; the "nationalist" crit-
ics should look inwards and
find out exactly which per-
son regularly comes up with
dialogues of "Nothing
Happened prior to 2014" in
foreign lands. Who has
often boasted abroad that
before he took over the
reins of the country; India
was nothing but  "Scam
India" with citizens feeling
ashamed to call themselves
"Indian" and that "India was
begging earlier and would

not beg more". Even the
whole Gandhi family(includ-
ing the "son-in-law") have
been repeatedly character-
assassinated on foreign
tours.m By consigning all
norms of neutrality to obliv-
ion, the biased prejudiced
"pundits" are also zealously
seen to "prove" the "great-
ness" of a particular
regime/ party /leader by
invoking electoral success
being registered in various
states and in two successive
general polls. Have they
heard that Mahatma Gandhi
saying --- "Even if you are a
minority of one, the truth is
the truth"! Of course mock-
ing of Gandhian philoso-
phies have been turned into
"in-thing" in "New India";
but that does not alter the
hard truth. Yes, truth is nei-
ther a "TV reality-show" nor
social-media post that it's
worth would depend upon
the number of votes/likes

garnered. So "popular
votes" can never function as
the yardstick to "prove" the
"great" governance of any
regime party or leader ! So
the critics may please lay
stress on facts and realities
on the ground instead of
trying to "justify" all issues
through numerical muscle
or "mainstream". However,
in the context of the 2021
West Bengal Assembly
results, this very biased lot
cleverly deviate from their
own "majoritarian" script.
So instead of acknowledg-
ing the massive defeat of
their favourite party despite
the whole State machinery
led by the Who's Who of the
dominant regime at play;
the "pundits" shamelessly
put forward flimsy excuses
of "rigging" and "threats"
behind that electoral defeat
in 2021. If mere votes act as
the "litmus test" for "quali-
ty of governance"; then why

don't they award due credit
to the governance of
Mamata Banerjee in West
Bengal, that too by securing
incremental votes in succes-
sive terms. Instead of mock-
ing Rahul, all people should
congratulate him for laying
stress on India's political
identity being a "Union of
states". The very first point
of Article 1, Draft
Constitution, 1948 specifi-
cally mentions "India shall
be a Union of States". So it
is getting proved that either
the critics are unaware of
the basic Idea of India itself
or intentionally assault the
inherent spirit and founda-
tion of the Constitution!
And of course Rahul has
committed a "great sin" of
sorts by stressing para-
mount importance of diver-
gent identities and the need
to negotiate a rainbow
coalition! How can mem-
bers of such an outfit toler-

ate the fact of heterogene-
ity which forms the ultimate
essence of India. Won't the
mission of narrow parochial
imperialist concept of
"Hindi-Hindu-Hindustan"
get thwarted if linguistic
and religious diversity are
allowed to enjoy its rightful
place under the "New
Indian" sun.  Whether Rahul
Gandhi's rarefied views
have few takers or billion
takers is inconsequential;
rather it must be seen
whether Rahul is uttering
the truth or not and in this
parameter he has passed
with flying colours. Only a
true Hindu with a national
vision can declare ---
"There is absolutely nothing
Hindu about wanting to
murder people and beat
people up". All true Hindus
and Indians feel utmost
pride for having the human-
itarian Rahul Gandhi in their
midst.

Truth dosen't depend upon number of Votes/Likes

I s the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) falling behind in its
efforts to combat inflation? This is the question that

has resurfaced as inflation rates in India hit a three-
month high of 6.52% in January. Despite a hawkish stance
from the RBI in its last Monetary Policy Committee
(MPC) meeting, fixed-income markets have already ruled
out the possibility of rate hikes, and analysts have con-
cluded that the RBI’s rate-hike cycle has come to an end.
However, the current situation in India suggests that
there is a discrepancy between wholesale prices and con-
sumer prices, which raises concerns about whether infla-
tion will rise or fall. While businesses have experienced a
significant reduction in inflation expectations aided by
decreasing input costs, consumers face a different sce-
nario. The rise in food prices, such as cereals and milk, is
expected to outweigh the declines in prices of vegeta-
bles, cooking oil, and eggs, at least in terms of the gen-
eral perception of an increase in food prices. The higher-
than-expected January inflation, along with a more hawk-
ish tone from members of the MPC, tilts the risk balance
for the MPC going forward. Therefore, the probability of
a rate hike in April has increased, given the higher infla-
tion in January and the more hawkish stance of some
members of the Monetary Policy Committee. It is impor-
tant to note that if there is a degree of pricing power in
the economy, it is likely a reflection of strong growth
momentum. However, this momentum may weaken in the
coming months as the combination of high-interest rates,
tight liquidity in the banking sector, and a loss of global
GDP momentum causes growth to decline somewhat. As
a result, the fading of pricing power is likely to become
more apparent. Therefore, the RBI must balance the need
to combat inflation with the need to maintain growth
momentum in the economy. The central bank cannot
afford to delay action, as doing so could lead to a situa-
tion where the momentum of the economy is lost, result-
ing in a hard landing. Ultimately, the RBI must take deci-
sive action to maintain stability in the Indian economy.

Inflation Concerns: 
RBI’s Dilemma

Central Chronicle invites articles, write-ups, and comments on a wide range of
issues for our editorial page. Submissions should be between 800-900 words in
length. In addition, we welcome letters to the editor for this page. While letters

may be edited for clarity, we aim to preserve the integrity of the original message,
and ask that they be kept to around 50-60 words. Submissions can be sent via

email to editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com.

HARDEEP S PURI

A Pragmatic Approach for India's Interests in Afghanistan



Mumbai, Mar 15: 

Sleep is a crucial element of
everyone’s overall health and
wellbeing. So, let’s gift our-
selves quality sleep and a
sound mind as Amazon.in
brings exciting deals and
offers this World Sleep
Daywith its sale planned from
15th - 19th March. Customers
can avail up to 75% discount
on Mattresses, beds, pil-
lows, bedsheets, and all
your sleep essentials on
Amazon.in’s one-stop desti-
nation and convert their
home into a happy world.
Get access to 1000+ deals
across 50+ top brands and
get your sleep solution this
World Sleep Day.
Customers can get up to
10% instant discount on

ICICI bank credit cards and
EMI offers while shopping for
your everyday sleep essen-
tials. Customers can also
avail benefits like scheduled
delivery, quality-verified*
selection, and no-cost EMI for
upto 24 months* across popu-
lar brands such as The Sleep
Company, Livpure, Amazon
brand Solimo, Duroflex and
Sleepyheadamong others.
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Ceased operations

New Delhi: The gov-
ernment on Tuesday
said that 559 foreign
companies ceased op-
erations in the coun-
try since 2018.
Meanwhile, as many
as 469 foreign compa-
nies started opera-
tions in the country,
according to a written
reply by Minister of
State for Corporate
Affairs Rao Inderjit
Singh in the Rajya
Sabha. These figures
are from 2018 till
March 9 this year. So
far this year, two for-
eign companies have
stopped operations.
The number stood at
78 in 2022, 115 (in 2021)
and 120 (in 2020).

FTP release

New Delhi: The gov-
ernment is expected to
release the new five-
year foreign trade poli-
cy (FTP) by the end of
this month, with a
view to promoting the
country's outbound
shipments of goods
and services, a top offi-
cial said on
Wednesday. The cur-
rent foreign trade poli-
cy (2015-20) is in force
till March 31, 2022.
Commerce Secretary
Sunil Barthwal said
that the ministry has
looked at various as-
pects of that FTP as
the policy is basically
the collection of vari-
ous incentive schemes.

Budget presentation

Gairsain:
Uttarakhand finance
minister Prem Chand
Aggarwal on
Wednesday presented
the annual budget for
the financial year
2023-24 in the state as-
sembly here, an-
nouncing an increase
in capital expendi-
ture. Aggarwal pre-
sented the budget on
the third day of the
state assembly's on-
going budget session
in Uttarakhand's
summer capital
Gairsain.

Recognised
startups 

New Delhi: As many
as 92,683
entities
have
been
recog-
nised as
startups
by the
Ministry
of
Commerce and
Industry as on
February 28 this year,
Parliament was in-
formed on
Wednesday. These
startups are eligible
for availing tax and
non-tax benefits
under the Startup
India initiative.

CII PARTNERSHIP SUMMIT

Union Minister for Health & Family Welfare and Chemicals & Fertilizers Mansukh Mandaviya addresses on
'One Health: Integrated, Collaborative and Multisectoral Approach to Optimal Health' at Confederation of
Indian Industry's (CII) Partnership Summit 2023, in New Delhi, Wednesday, March 15.

New Delhi, Mar 15: 

Contracting for the
third month in a row,
India's exports declined by
8.8 per cent to USD 33.88
billion in February due to
slowdown in global de-
mand, even as the trade
deficit touched about a
year low of USD 17.43 bil-
lion during the month, ac-
cording to official data re-
leased on Wednesday.
Imports also declined by
8.21 per cent to USD 51.31
billion as against USD 55.9
billion recorded in the cor-
responding month last
year. Cumulatively, howev-
er during April-February

this fiscal, the country's
overall merchandise ex-
ports rose by 7.5 per cent to
USD 405.94 billion.
Imports during the period
increased by 18.82 per cent
to USD 653.47 billion. The
merchandise trade deficit
for the April-February this
fiscal stood at about USD
247.53 billion. The coun-
try's exports had contract-
ed by 6.58 per cent to USD
32.91 billion in December
2022. In February 2022, the
trade deficit was USD 18.75
billion. Last time, it was in
January 2022 when the
trade deficit touched USD
17.42 billion. Commerce
secretary Sunil Barthwal
said that going by the
trend, India's goods and
services exports will cross
USD 750 billion in 2022-23.

"We have kept the momen-
tum despite the global
headwinds. Exporters
have kept the momentum.
Services exports are doing
extremely well. Trade
deficit has really come
down. Hopefully we will be
doing better," Barthwal
told reporters here. He
added that the ministry
has started exercise to fix
the target for the next fis-
cal also. Export sectors
that recorded negative
growth during the 11-
month period of this fiscal
included engineering
goods, gems and jewellery,
cotton yarn/fabrics/made-
ups, and plastic and
linoleum.

Engineering exports
dipped to USD 98.86 billion
during April-February

2022-23 from USD 101.15
billion in the same period
last fiscal. In the same pe-
riod, gems and jewellery
shipments declined to
USD 35.21 billion from
USD 35.32 billion during
April-February 2022-23.
Sectors which recorded
positive growth included
petroleum products, chem-
icals, pharma, electronic
goods, rice, ready-made
garments of textiles.

Gold imports during
April-February this fiscal
contracted to USD 31.72, as
against USD 45.12 billion
in the same period last
year. In the 11 months of
the current fiscal, crude
oil imports rose to USD
193.47 billion as against
USD 140.67 billion in the
same period of 2021-22.

Exports dip for 3rd 
consecutive month in Feb

Trade deficit narrows
to USD 17.43 bn

New Delhi, Mar 15: 

Several banks, including
HDFC Bank and UCO
Bank, have opened as
many as 30 special vostro
accounts as of date to facil-
itate overseas trade in the
rupee, a top government
official said on Wednesday.
Director General of
Foreign Trade (DGFT)
Santosh Kumar Sarangi
said as of date, some 18
countries have already
opened special vostro ac-
counts with Indian banks.
"About 30 banks from over-
seas countries have signed
up with 30 banks on our
side, so 30 accounts...The
transaction has started in
bits and pieces," he told re-
porters here.

Sberbank and VTB
Bank -- the largest and sec-
ond-largest banks of
Russia, respectively -- are
the first foreign lenders to

receive the approval after
the RBI announced the
guidelines on overseas
trade in the rupee in July
last year. Another Russian
bank Gazprom, which does
not have its unit in India,
has also opened this ac-
count with Kolkata-based
UCO Bank.

The move to open the
special vostro account
clears the deck for settle-
ment of payments in rupee
for trade between India
and Russia, enabling cross-
border trade in the Indian
currency, which the RBI is
keen to promote. The RBI
has allowed the special
vostro accounts to invest
the surplus balance in
Indian government securi-
ties to help popularise the
new arrangement. Last
year, the RBI and finance
ministry asked the top
management of banks and
representatives of trade

bodies to push export and
import transactions in the
rupee. They want banks in
India to connect with their
foreign counterparts for
opening special rupee
vostro accounts to facili-
tate cross-border trade in
the Indian currency rather
than the popular mode of
the US dollar. When asked
about the international
currency in which India is
paying Russia for oil,
Commerce Secretary Sunil
Barthwal said as energy
trade is not under sanc-
tions, energy trade from
Russia is not impacted and
normal banking channels
are being used for pay-
ments.

Sarangi said that pay-
ments happen in different
currencies, including euro,
dollar, and dirham, and
could be in yuan. "It would
be in any convertible cur-
rency," Barthwal said.

Banks from 18 nations open 30 special
vostro accounts for trade in rupee

Mumbai, Mar 15:  

Honda Motorcycle and
Scooter India on
Wednesday launched its
100-cc Shine 100 motorcy-
cle at an introductory
price of Rs 64,900 (ex-show-
room Maharashtra)
and said it targets to
sell 3 lakh units in a
year of mass mar-
ket category bike
with plans to
ramp up the vol-
umes to 6 lakh
units over a period
of the next three
years. The 100-cc segment
accounts for almost one-
third of the total two-
wheeler market in the
country. The Indian arm of
the Japanese two-wheeler
maker Honda also said it is
looking at utilising its total
capacity next fiscal. HMSI's
capacity stands at 5.2 mil-
lion units per annum and it
is currently operating at al-
most 100 per cent capacity.
"Shine 100 is Honda's next
big leap to make mobility
more accessible and afford-
able for people across
India. We continue to pri-
oritise the needs and aspi-

rations of our customers,"
said Atsushi Ogata,
Managing Director,
President and CEO of
Honda Motorcycle and
Scooter India at the launch.
The production of Shine
100 will commence next
month while its deliveries
will begin in May, the com-
pany said. Shine is the
highest-selling motorcycle
in the HMSI portfolio.
"Internal target (for Shine
100) is 3-lakh units," Ogata
said and added that the tar-
get for the next three years
is to attain 6-lakh units.
According to the compa-

ny's operating officer, sales
and marketing Yogesh
Mathur, the industry has

shown green shoots
with business back
to normal and the

two-wheeler indus-
try has bounced
back with 16 per
cent growth. "As

far as an overall port-
folio is concerned, we
are confident that

with this kind of prod-
uct along with price, we

will be able to touch the
3-lakh unit sales target," he
said. "HMSI is growing
faster than the industry,"
he said and added that it
has consolidated its posi-
tion further with a 1.3 per
cent market share gain in
retail sales and 1 per cent
in wholesales. Amid the
two-wheeler demand grad-
ually bouncing back, it is
looking to start a new man-
ufacturing line at its
Gujarat facility, Ogata said.
"The demand is coming
back and with the intro-
duction of Shine 100, for
the first time I expect that
next year we will be operat-
ing close to our total capac-
ity," he said.

HMSI launches 100-cc Shine,
looks to sell 3 lakh units in a year

Mumbai, Mar 15: 

The rupee declined by 25
paise to 82.62 (provisional)
against the US dollar on
Wednesday amid a strong
greenback against major
currencies overseas and un-
abated foreign fund out-
flows. Traders said negative
sentiment in the domestic
equity market also hit the
domestic currency. At the
interbank foreign ex-
change, the domestic unit
opened strong at 82.32
against the dollar and trad-
ed in a range of 82.30 and
82.62. It finally settled at
82.62 (provisional) against
the American currency, a
fall of 25 paise against its
previous close. This is the
third consecutive day of de-
cline in the rupee. On
Tuesday, the rupee settled
at 82.37 against the US dol-
lar. Meanwhile, the dollar
index, which gauges the
greenback's strength
against a basket of six cur-
rencies, rose 0.43 per cent to
104.04. Global oil bench-
mark Brent crude futures
rose 0.46 per cent to USD
77.81 per barrel. On the do-
mestic equity market front,
the 30-share BSE Sensex fell

344.29 points or 0.59 per cent
to 57,555.90 points while the
broader NSE Nifty declined
71.15 points or 0.42 per cent
to 16,972.15 points. Foreign
Institutional Investors
(FIIs) remained net sellers
in the capital markets on
Tuesday as they offloaded
shares worth Rs 3,086.96
crore, according to ex-
change data.

Unlike domestic market
benchmark indices, global
markets were mostly up-
beat on expectations of a
slower interest rate hike by
the US Federal Reserve on
the back of lower inflation.
In February, the US con-
sumer price index came in
largely in line with expecta-
tions at 6 per cent.

Rupee falls 25 paise to
82.62 against US dollar

Mumbai, Mar 15: 

Benchmark BSE
Sensex pared its early
gains to close down by 344
points at a five-month low
while Nifty slid below the
17,000 level on Wednesday
due to selling in banking,
financial and telecom
stocks. Persistent foreign
capital drain from the do-
mestic market and linger-
ing concerns over banks'
health and high inflation
dented market sentiment,
traders said. Falling for
the fifth straight session,
the 30-share BSE Sensex
closed lower by 344.29
points or 0.59 per cent at
57,555.90 with 21 of its
stocks ending in the red.
After a gap up opening,
the index surged over 570
points to touch a high of
58,473.63 amid positive
Asian markets in early
trade.

The stock markets,
however, lost steam after
a weak opening of
European stocks which
retreated on fears that the

European Central Bank
may hike rates by 25 basis
points. The Sensex
tanked more than 1,000
points from the day's high
to hit a low of 57,455.67.
Marking its fifth straight
day of losses, the broader
NSE Nifty declined 71.15
points or 0.42 per cent to
end at 16,972.15, with 28 of
its stocks ending with
losses.

IndusInd Bank was the
biggest loser in the
Sensex pack, shedding
nearly 2 per cent, followed
by Bharti Airtel, Reliance
Industries, HDFC twins,
SBI, HUL, Tata Motors,
Nestle India and Axis
Bank. On the other hand,
Asian Paints, Tata Steel,
Titan and L&T were
among the gainers, rising
up to 3.03 per cent.

Sensex falls for 5th day,
Nifty slides below 17,000

On FII selling, 
rate hike fears

World Sleep Day sale
at Amazon.in

New Delhi, Mar 15:  

Prevent highly intoxicat-
ed travellers from boarding
the aircraft, limit alcohol
intake, instal CCTV cam-
eras and sensitise staff
about sexual harassment
are part of the detailed
guidelines given by DCW to
the aviation regulator amid
rising incidents of unruly
passengers on flights.

In a letter to the DGCA,
the Delhi Commission for
Women said it has observed
increasing incidents of dis-
ruptive and unruly passen-
gers on flights in recent
months, adding such inci-

dents are extremely un-
pleasant and traumatising
for the passengers. "Media
has reported recent cases of
harassment and miscon-
duct by passengers in two
flights, one on 26
November, 2022 in which a
man reportedly flashed his
private part and urinated
on a 70-year-old woman in
an Air India flight from
New York to New Delhi and
another on 6 December,
2022 in which a man again
urinated on the seat of his
fellow woman passenger on
an Air India flight from
Paris to New Delhi. It has
been reported that both
these men were in a highly
inebriated state," the panel
said. It said it has taken
suo-moto cognizance of

these incidents and issued
a notice to DGCA, seeking
details of the action taken
by them in these mentioned
incidents along with the
guidelines issued by the
body to airlines for tackling
such cases. "In response,
the panel was provided a
copy of certain guidelines
by DGCA along with a copy
of the advisory issued by
DGCA dated 06/01/2023 to
be followed by all airlines.
"Upon examining the
guidelines and the adviso-
ry, the commission has ob-
served that these do not
provide specific instruc-
tions to airlines to properly
handle, report, and redress
cases of sexual harassment
of female passengers at air-
port or on flights.

Prevent highly intoxicated travellers
from boarding aircraft

Install CCTV cameras:
DCW tells DGCA

Washington, Mar 15:  

India needs to remove
impediments to the ease of
doing business, the head of
a top Indian-American
business advocacy group
has said, asserting that the
country has made some
progress but has a long
way to go to match
Singapore or Hong Kong.

Mukesh Aghi, the presi-
dent of the US India
Strategic and Partnership
Forum (USISPF), said the
India-US relationship is
strong and is growing pos-
itively in every aspect.
"When you look at geopo-
litically, the Quad seems to
move forward. You look at

I2U2 moving forward," he
told PTI. Noting that a
booming Indian economy
is helping the US, he said
the Boeing order by Air
India created over a mil-
lion high-paying jobs in
America. "We're expecting
Indigo also to place an

order. India is pulling the
economic engine of
growth for the United
States," Aghi said.

In one of the largest air-
craft orders by an airline,
Tata Group-owned Air
India last month an-
nounced it will buy 470 nar-
row-body and wide-body
planes from Airbus and
Boeing, with the total deal
value estimated to be worth
USD 80 billion (over Rs 6.40
lakh crore). Air India will
buy 250 aircraft, including
40 wide-body A350 planes,
from European aviation
major Airbus, and 220
planes from US aircraft
maker Boeing under sepa-
rate deals.

Long way to go for India is to benchmark itself
with Singapore, Hong Kong: USISPF chief

New Delhi, Mar 15: 
Hero Electric on Wednesday
said it is set to roll out over
10 lakh vehicles annually in
the next two to three years
from its manufacturing units
in India. The company, which
launched new versions of its
three electric scooter models
priced between Rs 85,000 and
Rs 1.3 lakh, plans to set up a
greenfield plant at Rajasthan
with an annual production
capacity of 20 lakh units with
an investment of around Rs
1,200 crore. "We have worked
closely with our partners to
cater to the surging demand
for EVs in the country. 

Hero Electric set to
roll out over 10 lakh
vehicles annually in
next two-three years

Guwahati, Mar 15:  

Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG) Girish
Chandra Murmu on
Wednesday expressed hope
that the Rajasthan govern-
ment will not do away with
the well established treas-
ury system of accounting as
changes can disrupt prepa-
ration and authentication of
accounts and also transfer
of funds by the Centre to the
state. Moreover, he added,
as per the provisions of the
Constitution, the account-
ing format can only be pre-
scribed by the President in
consultation with the CAG.
The Rajasthan government
has been contemplating to

dispense with the current
treasury system of account-
ing and introduce a Pay and
Accounts Office independ-
ently. "Accounting stan-
dards and accounting for-
mat, as per the
Constitution, is to be pre-
scribed by the President of
India in consultation with
the CAG...I think the state
government will take note
of this constitutional provi-
sion.

CAG wants Rajasthan govt
not to abandon treasury

system of accounting



ACROSS
1. If not
5. Not wild
9. Dickens title beginning (2 wds.)
14. Charged atoms
15. High cards
16. Fathered
17. Small pest
18. On a ____ (with little money)
20. Feminine pronoun
21. Fret
22. Formal agreement

23. Gave medical aid to
25. Oahu wreaths
26. "Viva ____ Vegas"
27. Foray
28. Nile viper
31. Dapper
34. Nashville's state
36. Healing plant
37. Roberts and Clapton
38. Isn't, incorrectly
39. Support for an institution
41. Knife feature

42. Double curve
43. Self-centered
44. Casual shirt
45. Religious order
46. Nervous strain
50. Sahara, e.g.
53. Mother's sister
54. Heat's league (abbr.)
55. Easy to reach
57. Molecule component
58. Stock unit
59. Have to
60. Liberate
61. Racetrack animal
62. School gps.
63. Hurl

DOWN
1. Black pool ball
2. Recluse
3. Type of drum
4. NH time zone
5. Samples food
6. Was sore
7. Cat's cry
8. Compass point (abbr.)
9. With a leg on each side
10. Becomes weary
11. Diva's solo
12. Fasting season
13. Jumpy
19. Beer mugs
21. Don't go
24. Tailor
25. Cyclist ____ Armstrong
27. Royal rule
28. Vietnam's continent

29. Broadcast
30. Singer ____ Seeger
31. Neck area
32. Oh, dear!
33. Toddlers
34. Distinguishing quality
35. ____ tax
37. Makes into law
40. Supervise
41. Not straight
44. Religious beliefs
45. Prophets
46. Oklahoma metropolis
47. Preface
48. Certain woodwinds
49. Monikers
50. Punctuation mark
51. Repeat
52. Blemish
53. Adjoin
56. Naughty child
57. Sternward
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Bollywood actress
Sara Ali Khan
walked the ramp at

the Lakme Fashion Week
in Mumbai for Punit
Balana -- a fashion design-
er from Rajasthan who
launched his latest collec-
tion which reflected the
desert state's folklore, cul-
ture and joy.

Walking the ramp for
Punit for Lakme Fashion
Week in partnership with
FDCI, Sara said: "The col-
lection highlights textures
inspired by the Kalbelia
community of Rajasthan,
their folklore, literature
and the culture that not
only binds the Indian state
of Rajasthan but one that
also acts as a bridge be-
tween this state and Indian
culture in a larger context.

"I am thrilled to be
walking for Punit Balana
and showcasing his stun-
ning collection, which
stays true to its meaning
of celebration of a joyous
occasion," she
added.Punit, who hails
from Jaipur, says that he
draws inspiration from
"our rich heritage, the
philosophies of culture
and the voices from histo-
ry".

The audience was treat-
ed to an exhilarating live
performance by Kalbelia
dancers, which beautiful-
ly captured the essence of

the 'Utsav' collection.
With block prints in-

spired by Rajasthani his-
tory, particularly that of
the Kalbelia community,
and bandhani, the latest
collection represented
craftsmanship in terms of
silhouettes, ranging from
classic collection outfits to
new, contemporary ones --
reimagined lehengas and
peplum sets, heavily em-
bellished kurtas for men
and many more to suit the
effortless sartorial sensi-
bilities of the modern-day
woman and man.

Speaking about the col-
lection and his show at
Lakme Fashion week, de-
signer Punit Balana says:
"For me, what's most im-
portant while designing a
new collection are my
roots, my surroundings. I
never have to look beyond
Jaipur and Rajasthan for
inspiration. There's so
much about our history
that remains untapped
and I really hope that one
collection after another, I
can show people how con-
temporary our culture
can truly be."

The designs showcased
on the ramp were styled
along with stunning jew-
ellery pieces from JKJ
Jewellers in Jaipur, which
complemented each en-
semble from the 'Utsav'
collection perfectly.

Sara Ali Khan walks ramp 
at Lakme Fashion Week for

designer Punit Balana Star Bharat has con-
sistently worked to
produce content

that engages and capti-
vates its viewers using
tried-and-true tech-
niques. Since these
shows first aired, view-
ers have showered them
with praise. While "Na
Umra Ki Seema Ho" de-
fies a patriarchal society
rule that views a signifi-
cant age gap between two
people in love as forbid-
den, "Ajooni" is a time-
less love story with a
blend of drama, enter-
tainment, and romance.
The show has enter-
tained the audiences
with it’s beautiful and in-
triguing plot since its
start and now has com-
pleted its 200 episodes
which arrays how far it
has come completing a
milestone.

Ajooni stars Shoaib
Ibrahim as Rajveer and
Ayushi Khurana as
Ajooni, who makes her
debut on the show.
They've been fantastic in
highlighting their parts
and bringing forth the
spirit of their personali-
ties, proving their versa-
tility. In the show, their
love-hate relationship
adds to the entertain-
ment factor.

The attractive and affa-
ble Iqbal Khan and
Rachana Mistry play the
key roles in Na Umra Ki
Seema Ho. The viewers

have been riveted to their
seats by their chemistry.
Since its debut, the show
has topped the charts
and delighted viewers.

‘Ajooni’ and ‘Na Umra
Ki Seema Ho’ has now
completed its 150
episodes since its release
and is now gearing up to
celebrate this milestone.
The actors express their
happiness and share
their thoughts getting
candid enthusiastically

says:
Shoaib aka Rajveer

from Ajooni says,
“Another milestone of
200 episodes crossed
today and it’s all because
of all the love we have re-
cieved from the viewers
that we are able to cross
all these milestones. A
big thank from me ki aap
Sabhi ne Rajveer Bagga
ko itna pyaar diya hai
and with every day I can
see the love growing!
bass yahi wada hai sabhi
viewers se isi tarah
aapko entertain karte ra-
henge. aaplog bass yuhi
saath bane rahiyega.”

Rachana Mistry aka
Vidhi from ‘Na Umra Ki
Seema Ho’ says, “
Rachana Mistry who
plays the role of Vidhi I
the show say, "I'm very
happy that we've marked
a journey of completing
200 episodes of the show
'Na Umra Ki Seema Ho'
Star Bharat. Although
it’s just a start of reach-
ing more milestones we
are hoping for many
more to come but I be-
lieve we should celebrate
every little thing
throughout the journey. I
hope the audience will
keep showering their
love on our show and on
us".

Stay tuned to watch
‘Ajooni’ and Na Umra Ki
Seema Ho’ every
Monday-Saturday only
on Star Bharat.

‘Ajooni’ and ‘Na Umra Ki Seema Ho’
reach a major milestone of 200 episodes

Sony Entertainment
Television and
SonyLIV's culinary-

based reality show
'MasterChef India' will
bring to the viewers an in-
teresting challenge where
they will be making thali
for the lifeline of Mumbai
– The Dabbawalas. Along
with the judges, Chefs
Vikas Khanna, Garima
Arora and Ranveer Brar,
adding to the judges' panel
will be the renowned, Chef
Prateek Sadhu, who
would be making sure
that these Top 6 home
cooks present the best
dishes!  Our
Maharashtrian "Thecha
Queen" Suvarna Bagul
will be seen leading the

team as a Captain for the
first time in the
MasterChef Kitchen, lead-
ing team members Sachin
Khatwani and Santa
Sarmah. They will be seen
preparing a special
Maharashtrian thali for
the special guests, the
Dabbawalas, and serving
food to those who serve
Mumbai, food.

Chef Prateek Sadhu
shared his excitement for
the episode saying,
“Today's episode for me
personally was extremely
emotional because we
could feed the people who
are the heartbeat of
Mumbai. I feel blessed to
have had the opportunity
to feed them right through

food and I feel all six con-
testants were brilliant!
The approach was bril-
liant food was amazing,
definitely, as it’s a competi-
tion there were few crite-
ria for judging, but overall
it was a wonderful experi-
ence and it's always great
to hang out with Chef
Garima, Chef Ranveer
and Chef Vikas. Thus, I
had a wonderful time at
MasterChef India.” To
watch home-cook
Suvarna Bagul prepare a
Maharashtrian Thali for
the Dabbawalas tune in to
watch MasterChef India,
every Monday to Friday at
9 pm only on Sony
Entertainment Television
and SonyLIV.

Suvarna Bagul serves Dabbawallas,
a full Maharashtrian Thali!

TV actress Riya
Sharma, who is
currently seen play-

ing the role of a 17th-cen-
tury princess, Tara in the
show 'Dhruv Tara -
Samay Sadi Se Pare',
shared that she is enjoy-
ing playing her character
and the way it is evolving
in the show and facing
every situation coura-
geously.

Tara, in the fantasy
drama, will soon be
shown going beyond the
time to meet a neurosur-
geon Dhruv, played by
Ishaan Dhawan. She
wants Dhruv to travel
along with her for her
brother's treatment, and
in the meantime, under-
goes emotional turmoil.

The actress explained
what her on-screen char-
acter is going through in
the show and what all
new audiences can expect
in the coming episodes of
the show.

She said: "I am enjoying
portraying the character
of Tarapriya, and I am
loving the way Tara's
journey is shaping up in
the 21st century. She faces
every challenge with so
much courage and posi-
tivity, which is commend-
able."

In the upcoming
episodes, Tara, who trav-
elled through time to
meet Dhruv and wants to
take him for the treat-
ment of her brother will
be forced to kidnap him.

Riya Sharma: My character in ‘Dhruv Tara’
faces every challenge with courage

Bollywood’s girl
Kiara Advani is one
Superstar who is

ticking all the right boxes
on the rise of her
Superstardom. From con-
secutive streak of success-
ful films to peaking with
popularity on the inter-
net, and signing a long list
of brands, the girl with a
golden touch is leaving no
stone unturned. Adding
to the soaring superstar-
dom, the actor has been
roped in as the new face of
Slice, an iconic brand that
resonates with the masses
for its wide popularity
across the nation.

Bringing in her person-

al touch of elegance and
poise to the newly
launched TVC for the
brand, Kiara Advani
looks every bit of gor-
geous and stunning offer-
ing a perfect mix of hot
and cute in the advertise-
ment.

Rising upwards with
every step, Kiara Advani
has dived deep into work
soon after her dreamy
wedding with Sidharth
Malhotra. Her wedding
post on social media was
touted to be the most liked
wedding picture of any
celebrity wedding in
India. Looking forward to
a packed schedule yet

again, filled with films
shoots and back-to-back
brand announcements, all
this amidst a winning
spree of awards and acco-
lades, where Kiara was
adjudged the ‘Star Of The
Year’ and ‘Performer Of
The Year’ at various
awards shows recently.
She has undoubtedly
spread her magic all
around.

Considered among the
most impactful perform-
ers of 2022, the versatile
actress has won immense
appreciation for her con-
secutive hits, right from
Shershaah in 2021 to
Bhool Bhulaiyaa 2 and

Jugjugg Jeeyo, which was
followed by Govinda
Naam Mera last year. The
actress is also in high de-
mand to be signed on as
the face of a range of re-
puted national and inter-
national brands. Her pop-
ularity among the masses
has resulted in her being
the ambassador of a vari-
ety of brands - from bever-
ages to female hygiene
products.

Kiara now resumes her
busy routine by rejoining
the set of S Shankar’s up-
coming film RC-15 co-star-
ring Ram Charan and also
Satyaprem Ki Katha oppo-
site Kartik Aaryan.

Kiara Advani adds her elegant touch to Slice’s new ad

Singer-actress Nupur Sanon, who is the sister of ac-
tress Kriti Sanon, will be seen making her debut on

OTT with 'Pop Kaun'. She said that her character in the
comedy show is a feminist, and it reflects her own
value system. Putting in every ounce in fleshing out
her character, Sanon said that the character of Pihu
was the real driving force. "The show has a quirky
name and the premise is about finding Kunal's charac-
ter's dad in the film. My character is Pihu. I am playing
Kunal's love interest. Their relationship is beautifully
etched out." "They go through all the hurdles to eventu-
ally reach the point of marriage. I loved the character
from the second I heard the script. She is someone who
finds logic in everything. She is a feminist which is an
aspect that reflects my own value system. She is
straight and no-nonsense, asks a lot of questions and
never holds back from having her own opinions."

Nupur Sanon’s role in ‘Pop Kaun’
reflects her ‘own value system’

Actor Monu Kanojiya, who has
been seen in many web series

such as 'Jamtara S1', 'Abhay 2',
'Criminal Justice 1' and is also
part of the upcoming web series
'Hunter' with Suniel Shetty, has
now joined the cast of Rajan
Shahi's 'Woh Toh Hai Albelaa'.
Recently, talking about his associ-
ation with the show, Monu said he
loves being part of it.
He said: "The casting director and
team called me for the character
of Tingu. I said okay and, after
many discussions, I auditioned for
the role and bagged the part. I
love my role. 

Monu Kanojiya plays a stylish, funky
character in ‘Woh Toh Hai Albelaa’
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Birmingham, Mar 15 (PTI):

There was no end to PV
Sindhu's poor run as the
star Indian shuttler made a
first round exit from the All
England Championships
after losing to Zhang Yi
Man of China in straight
games here on Wednesday.

The world number nine
Sindhu, a double Olympic
medallist, lost 17-21 11-21 in
the 39-minute women's sin-
gles contest. This is the
third time that Sindhu has
lost her first round match
this year.

She had lost to Carolina
Marin of Spain in Malaysia
Open in January before ex-
iting the Indian Open at the
same stage in the same
month. She had recently
parted ways with her coach
Park Tae-sang of Korea,
under whose guidance she
won a bronze at the Tokyo
Olympics.

Sindhu was rusty and
subdued throughout the

match with her world num-
ber 17 opponent showing
more agility and attacking
intent.

There was not much to
differentiate initially be-
tween the two who had 1-1
head-to-head record before
Wednesday's match.

Sindhu led 6-5 and then
made it 16-13. But the
Chinese shuttler won seven
straight points to lead 20-16
before taking the first game

in 21 minutes. In the second
game, the two players were
tied 5-5 but Sindhu commit-
ted a few unforced errors
and was soon down 5-10.

Sindhu recovered a bit to
trail 7-11 but was soon
down 9-16 before losing the
second game and the
match.

Earlier during the day,
India's women's doubles
pair of Treesa Jolly and
Gayatri Gopichand Pullela

stunned seventh seeded
Thailand duo of
Jongkolphan Kititharakul
and Rawinda Prajongjai 21-
18 21-14 in a 46-minute first
round match.

The Indian duo will meet
the Japanese pair of Yuki
Fukushima and Sayaka
Hirota in the pre-quarterfi-
nals. On Tuesday, Lakshya
Sen and HS Prannoy had
won their respective men's
singles first round matches.

Mumbai, Mar 15 (PTI):

India fielding coach T
Dilip, on Wednesday offi-
cially confirmed that mid-
dle-order batsman Shreyas
Iyer has been ruled out of
the upcoming three-match
ODI series against
Australia, starting Friday,
due to recurrence of
lower-back injury.

That Iyer has been ruled
out of ODIs, was first re-
ported by PTI on March 11.
It is learnt that there is al-
most negligible chance of
the stylish Mumbaikar
taking any part in cash-
rich IPL for KKR. Iyer
leads KKR in IPL.

He is currently back in
NCA for extensive rehabil-
itation but it couldn't be
confirmed whether he
would also require sur-
gery like Jasprit Bumrah
and Prasidh Krishna.

"Injuries are a part and
parcel of the game. We
have the best medical facil-
ities and they are well-
equipped We are in co-or-
dination (with NCA).
Shreyas ruled out of this
series. (We will be able to
provide) further update as
and when we know," told
India's fielding coach T
Dilip told media in his
debut press conference.

Mumbai, Mar 15 (PTI):

They were the toast of
the nation going into the
2019 World Cup in England
but in last four years,
Kuldeep Yadav and
Yuzvendra Chahal have
seen more downs than
ups.

Kuldeep had a career-
threatening knee surgery
in 2021 while Chahal, has
been repeatedly ignored
for important T20 games
and global meets. They
would want to change
their wheels of fortune.

However with India's
ODI World Cup prepara-
tions starting with the
three-match series against
Australia, starting Friday,
the famed 'Kul-Cha' would
love to serve a platter of
googlies, leg-breaks and
flippers which their fans
would like to savour.

Several members of the
Indian cricket team in-
cluding the stand-in cap-
tain Hardik Pandya on
Wednesday began training
here at the Wankhede
Stadium on Friday but all
eyes were on the two wrist
spinners as they need to
battle it out with Ravindra
Jadeja and Washington
Sundar, two multi-skilled
cricketers, who are also

part of this squad. Both
Kuldeep and Chahal,
aren't the most accom-
plished of batters, al-
though the UP left-arm
wrist spinner has had
some degree of success at
the Test level.

However both
Washington and Jadeja
come as a package but
purely on tweaker's skills,
the two wrist spinners are
ahead compared to finger
spinners.

India's regular captain
Rohit Sharma will miss

the first ODI in Mumbai
due to family commit-
ments and the stand-in
captain for the match,
Pandya, was among those
who trained for more than
two hours with the white
ball. Among the other
players who were in atten-
dance were fast bowlers
Mohammed Siraj, Jaydev
Unadkat, Umran Malik,
Shardul Thakur and
among batters,
Suryakumar Yadav and
wicketkeeper-batsman
Ishan Kishan.

Dubai, Mar 15 (PTI):

Senior India spinner Ravichandran
Ashwin's superlative show in the fourth
Test against Australia has helped him re-
gain the top spot among bowlers in the
latest ICC Rankings issued on Wednesday.

Ashwin, who grabbed a haul of six for
91 in the drawn fourth Test and was the
leading wicket-taker in the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy with 25 scalps, is 10 rat-
ing points ahead of England seamer
James Anderson.

Fellow Indian left-arm spinner Axar
Patel climbed six places to 28 among
bowlers. He also rose to the fourth spot in
the all-rounder's list led by Ashwin and
Jadeja. While pacer Jasprit Bumrah, who
is recovering from a recurring back in-
jury, dropped to number seven among
bowlers. Talismanic Indian batter Virat
Kohli moved seven places to 13th position
after his Player of the Match perform-
ance against Australia in the fourth Test.

The high-scoring match at Ahmedabad
also saw opener Shubhman Gill, who
smashed a fine century, jump 17 places to
46th. The injured Rishabh Pant (9th) and
skipper Rohit Sharma (10th) are the
Indian batters in the top 10. Australia
opener Usman Khawaja and New Zealand
batter Daryl Mitchell have also made no-
table gains in the list. Khawaja's score of
180 in the drawn fourth Test against India
in Ahmedabad has lifted him two spots to
seventh position and to a career-best 815
rating points while Mitchell's knocks of
102 and 81 in the epic victory over Sri
Lanka in Christchurch has helped him
reach a career-best eighth position as he
touches the 800-point mark for the first
time. In the latest weekly update that also
considers performances in the second
Test between South Africa and the West
Indies in Johannesburg, Temba
Bavuma's match-winning 172 for the
home side has lifted him 14 slots to a ca-
reer best 15th position.

Indian Wells, Mar 15 (AP):

Coco Gauff rallied from
a break down in the third
set to beat Swedish qualifi-
er Rebecca Peterson, 6-3, 1-
6, 6-4 and reach the quar-
terfinals of the BNP
Paribas Open.

Down 2-4, Gauff fought
her way back and saved
three break points while
serving at 4-all before clos-
ing out the match in the
next game. Four years ago,
Peterson routed a then-14-
year-old Gauff at a
Challenger tournament in
Michigan. "She whopped
me really bad," Gauff said
on court. "I think today
was really a mental thing,
just staying in the match. I
wasn't playing my best in
some moments and I was-
n't serving as well as I'd
like to, but I think that my
mentality kept me in."

The sixth-seeded
American next plays No. 2
seed Aryna Sabalenka,
who beat 16th-seeded
Barbora Krejcikova, 6-3, 2-
6, 6-4. In other fourth-
round matches, No. 7
Maria Sakkari beat 17th-
seeded Karolina Pliskova,
6-4, 5-7, 6-3.

Mumbai, Mar 15 (PTI):

Gujarat Giants wicket-
keeper-batter Sushma
Verma has conceded that
India and Mumbai Indians
captain Harmanpreet
Kaur is unstoppable with
the bat at the moment,
after she scored a quick-
fire 51 in their Women's
Premier League (WPL)
game.

Kaur hit seven fours and
two sixes to turn around
the game in the favour of
Mumbai Indians, taking
them to a competitive
162/8 in 20 overs. In reply,
Gujarat Giants could man-
age just 107/9 in their
quota of 20 overs, losing by
55 runs here at the
Brabourne Stadium on
Tuesday.

Verma said even though
Gujarat Giants executed
their plans well against
Kaur, it is difficult to stop
batters like her when they
are in form.

"It is difficult to stop bat-
ters like Harman when
they are in such good
form," Verma told the

media after the match.
"We had planned on how

to bowl at her and I do not
think she would have
found run-making that
easy. From behind the
wickets I could see that the
bowlers hit the right spot
against Harman but she
used the shorter part of
the ground very well,"

Verma added. "Harman is
unstoppable right now, but
it also matters how well
you are able to execute
your plans, which I
thought was better in our
case today," she said.

Verma said Gujarat
Giants failed to build part-
nerships at the top which
resulted in their second

defeat against Mumbai in
as many games.

"It was a chaseable tar-
get and it would not have
been so difficult towards
the end had we got part-
nerships in the top four.
Our execution was good in
order to stop Mumbai
Indians (from getting a big
total).

New Delhi, Mar 15 (PTI):

Nikhat Zareen and Lovlina
Borgohain will be at the fore-
front as India eye a show
befitting their growing
stature in women's boxing
when the World
Championship, whose build-
up was marred by controver-
sies, begins here from
Thursday.
In the absence of the iconic
six-time champion MC Mary
Kom, who is recovering from
an ACL tear in her left knee,
world champion Nikhat and
Olympic bronze medallist
Lovlina will spearhead the 12-
member Indian team.
Both boxers will look to find
their footing in new weight

categories with the Paris
Olympics approaching.
World No. 4 Nikhat cut down
her weight from 52kg -- the
weight category in which she
found glory last year in
Turkey -- to 50kg.
Lovlina, on the other hand,
has bulked up from the 69kg
welterweight class to the
75kg middleweight division
after both their preferred
weight categories were
scrapped for the 2024 Paris
Olympics. This will be
Nikhat's second international
tournament after dropping
down to 50kg. She won the
Commonwealth Games gold
in the light fly weight division
but the field wasn't that
strong in Birmingham.

Kolkata, Mar 15 (PTI):

Talismanic striker Sunil
Chhetri "may be playing the
last season" of his illustri-
ous career, feels Indian foot-
ball team head coach Igor
Stimac, who is hoping that
his star player would be
saving his best for the last
in the coming months.

India's next big assign-
ment is the AFC Asian Cup
in Qatar from January 12 to
February 10 next year. The
38-year-old Chhetri is set to
play in his third continental
showpiece, the most by an
Indian, after playing a piv-
otal role in the qualification
tournament here last year.

"At his age, this will prob-
ably be his farewell from
football. Obviously, Sunil
may be playing his last sea-
son, and definitely his last

Asian Cup," Stimac said.
"I'm quite sure that the up-
coming months will be the
best for Sunil Chhetri," he
was quoted as saying in the
official All India Football
Federation (AIFF) website.

The national team is cur-
rently having a five-day
camp here ahead of the Tri-
Nation Football
Tournament in Imphal
from March 22.

Chhetri, the third most
prolific international goal
scorer among active players
with 84 strikes behind
Cristiano Ronaldo (118) and
Lionel Messi (98), was part
of the Indian teams that
featured in the 2011 and
2019 Asian Cup.

The 38-year-old Chhetri,
who made his international
debut in 2005, played a key
role in Bengaluru FC mak-
ing to Indian Super League
final to be played on
Saturday.

"Sunil Chhetri was
nowhere to be seen this sea-
son. He was on the bench,
waiting, preparing himself,
working to take his weight
down a few kilos, which is
very difficult to handle at
this age," said Stimac who
has been given the target of
reaching Asian Cup quar-
terfinals if he wants to con-
tinue at the helm beyond
that tournament.

Sindhu crashes out of
All England Ch’ship

Falls at first hurdle
for third time this
season

Zhang
Yiman of China in

action against Pusarla 
V. Sindhu of India in the

Women's Singles match of the
Yonex All England Open Badminton

Championships 2023 at Utilita
Arena Birmingham on March 15

in Birmingham, England.

Ashwin regains No 1 spot in
ICC Test bowlers rankings

Gauff, Fritz advance 
to quarterfinals at

Indian Wells
Harmanpreet Kaur has been unstoppable

in WPL, admits Sushma Verma
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Shreyas Iyer ruled
out of ODI series

against Australia
Kul-Cha under focus
The spin twins Kuldeep and Chahal will have important six months ahead of them

India eye strong
show at home

Women’s Boxing World C’ships:

Nikhat Zareen and Lovlina Borgohain

Chhetri may be playing
his last season: Stimac



New Delhi, Mar 15 (PTI):
Serving everything from
mussels to crabs and
squids to oysters, an ongo-
ing festival in the Delhi-
NCR promises to satiate
the craving of true-blue
seafood enthusiasts.

The ten-day festival,
‘Seafood Symphony’, is
currently underway at
Hotel Crowne Plaza,
Greater Noida.

It offers a sea of dishes
for the visitors to choose
from, including
‘Calamari rings served
with garlic aioli’, ‘Thai
green curry with prawn’
and ‘Spaghetti aragosta’
(Spaghetti served With
Lobster), in Asian and
Italian style.

“We are known for cu-
rating exotic and unique
experiences for our
guests. With Seafood
Symphony we try to
bring on ocean culinary

delights and I believe
many of these dishes
would be a new introduc-
tion to the food lovers in
Delhi/NCR. We look for-
ward to welcoming you at
Chao Bella,” said Sharad
K Upadhyay, general man-
ager at Crowne Plaza,
Greater Noida.
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Tibetan spiritual leader the Dalai Lama arrives for a prayer in the Tsugla Khang Temple for his long life, 
at Mcleodganj in Dharamshala, Wednesday.

PRAYERS FOR DALAI LAMA

Girls serve traditional Kashmiri wazwan among shopers during the first of its kind women-led national level SARAS
mela (Sale of Articles and Rural Artisan Society mela) organised by Jammu and Kashmir Rural Livelihoods Mission,
on the Banks of Dal Lake in Srinagar, Wednesday.

SARAS MELA
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New Delhi, Mar 15 (PTI): 

India’s democracy is not
in peril but the Congress
party has been brought to
“political perish” by the
people for the kind of be-
haviour its leader Rahul
Gandhi exhibited over-
seas, Union minister
Smriti Irani said on
Wednesday as the BJP
stepped up the ante
against the opposition
leader over his recent re-
marks in the UK.

Gandhi’s grudge with
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has taken the shape
of a grudge with India, she
charged, demanding that
the Wayanad MP of the
Congress apologise to
Parliament for his re-
marks. During his interac-

tions in the UK recently,
Gandhi alleged that the
structures of Indian
democracy are under at-
tack and there is a “full-
scale assault” on the coun-
try’s institutions. His re-

marks triggered a massive
political row, with the BJP
accusing him of malign-
ing India on foreign soil
and seeking foreign inter-
ventions and the Congress
hitting back, citing in-

stances of Prime Minister
Modi raising internal poli-
tics abroad. Addressing a
press conference, Irani al-
leged that “at the feet of
India’s colonial past”
Gandhi lamented the “lack
of foreign intervention” in
India’s democracy. This is
to bring to a halt India’s re-
silient growth story under
the leadership of Prime
Minister Modi, she said.

She said the “lies that
became a foundation of
the Congress leader’s con-
versation in England”
were many.

The minister said
Gandhi claimed that he
does not have access to
conversations in Indian
universities and that for
him was an indication of
the death of democracy.

‘Democracy not in peril, Cong
brought to political perish’

Union Minister Smriti Irani addresses the media 
in New Delhi, Wednesday. 

New Delhi, Mar 15 (PTI): 

Animal right activists
have urged authorities to
set up community
kitchens to feed stray dogs
and ensure that they are
sterilised and vaccinated
to keep their population
under control, days after
two children were mauled
to death by canines in
Vasant Kunj here.

The minor brothers
were found dead over the
span of two days.

The People for the
Ethical Treatment of
Animals (PETA) said that
“assumptions” must not
be made as dogs “do not
normally attack unpro-
voked.” “The incident is
very tragic and bizarre,
and the authorities need to

thoroughly investigate
what exactly happened.

“Assumptions must not
be made especially as dogs
do not normally attack un-
provoked. If the Animal
Birth Control Dog Rules
2001 would have been im-
plemented, there would be
no dog packs,” PETA India
told PTI in a statement.

“We urge the local au-
thorities to ensure dogs in
the area are sterilised and
vaccinated immediately to
keep their population
under control,” they
added.

Delhi Mayor Shelly
Oberoi on Tuesday held
and emergency meeting
and instructed officials to
prepare an action plan
within a week to control
the menace of stray dogs.

After the Vasant Kunj
incident, 50 dogs have
been picked up, of which
90 per cent were found
sterilised, the mayor was
informed during the meet-
ing. Animal activist and
founder of Noida-based
NGO House of Stray ani-
mals, Sanjay Mohapatra
said the administration
should consider having
monitoring committees to
effectively implement ani-
mal birth control rules
and community kitchen
should also be set up in dif-
ferent areas to feed the
stray dogs.

“There is huge amount
of corruption when it
comes to effectively imple-
menting animal birth con-
trol rules. Monitoring
committees should be set

up to end corruption and
effectively implement the
birth control rules.
“Community kitchen
should also be set up in dif-
ferent localities to feed the
stray dogs and coexist
peacefully with them,”
Mohapatra told PTI.

He further suggested
that awareness campaigns
should also be conducted
to understand animal be-
haviour to avoid incidents
of stray dog attacks in the
future.

The Animal Birth
Control (Dogs) Rules, 2001
provides for sterilisation
and vaccination of stray
dogs to control the their
population. It was intro-
duced to keep population
of stray dogs under con-
trol, prevent dog attacks

and reduce the conflict be-
tween people and dogs.
Animal activist and
trustee at People For
Animals (PFA), Ambika
Shukla said they would
like to meet the mayor and
present their suggestions
to help resolve the stray
dog menace.

Speaking to PTI, Shukla
said, “When you build a
house, you consult an ar-
chitect. When you deal
with an animal-related
issue, you refer to activists
who work on the ground.

“We would be glad to
meet the mayor and pres-
ent our suggestions to her.
We would also like to have
a clear and impartial hear-
ing with the mayor so that
she can evaluate the sug-
gestions.”

STRAY DOG ATTACKS

‘Ensure canines are sterilised, vaccinated 
to keep their population under control’ GGUUWWAAHHAATTII,,  MMAARR 1155  ((PPTTII))::  As a

controversy erupted over an
artist being presented with the
best playback singer in the
state film awards recently pur-
portedly for a song she had not
lent her voice to, Assam
Cultural Affairs Minister Bimal
Borah on Wednesday claimed
that the award was given to the
correct singer.

He maintained that the
name of the song for which the
award was given was “wrong-
ly” written in the certificate,
seeking to downplay it as a
“human error”.

Nahid Afrin was given the
best playback singer (female)
award at the 8th Assam State
Film Awards on Monday for the
film ‘Nijaanor Gaan’. Afrin, who
had sung one of the songs in
the film, had received the
award from the State
Legislative Assembly Speaker
Biswajit Daimary at a ceremo-

ny here. However, the contro-
versy started when it was dis-
played on screen at the cere-
mony, as she received the felic-
itation, that the award was for
a song which was not sung by
Afrin. Claiming that it was a
“human error”, Borah said,
“The Award was meant for
Nahid Afrin. There is no confu-
sion over it.” “The lyrics of the
song were wrongly mentioned
in the citation displayed. It was
a human error,” he said. Borah
said the makers of the film
have to mention details while
applying for any award and it
was not mentioned in the
application the song for which
Afrin’s name was recommend-
ed. “Since Afrin had sung a
song in that same film, our jury
decided to give her the award,”
the minister said. When the
confusion was brought to light
on Tuesday, Afrin, in a social
media post, maintained that

she was not aware that the
lyrics of another song were dis-
played as she was receiving
the award. “The details were
displayed behind me. It is not
possible for any awardee to
read what is being written
behind them as we are concen-
trating on the audience in front
of us. “If the jury says the
award was actually meant for
the singer of the other song, I
will happily return it,” Afrin
who had shot to fame by win-
ning the junior segment of a
television singing reality show
added. Afrin maintained that
she was informed by a jury
member over phone that she
had won the award soon after
the names were made official
and she had also received a list
circulated through WhatsApp
which had her name as the
winner, along with the film’s
name but with no mention of
the song.

HUMAN ERROR

Assam Minister on controversy over
playback singer winner in state awards

Bhubaneswar, Mar 15 (PTI): 

Amid rising prices of
commodities, legislators
of the Odisha Assembly,
cutting across party
lines, on Wednesday
urged Speaker B K
Arukha to give a ruling to
the government to intro-
duce a Bill in the House
for raising the salary and
pension of sitting mem-
bers and ex-MLAs.

The issue was raised
during the Zero Hour by
Congress Legislature
Party (CLP) leader
Narasingha Mishra,
which was supported by
Opposition Chief Whip
Mohan Majhi of the BJP
and two BJD members-
Amar Prasad Satpathy
and Padmanabha Behera.

A committee headed by
BJD MLA Amar Prasad
Satpathy has already sub-
mitted a report on a pro-
posal to hike the salary

and pension of MLAs and
ex-legislators, Mishra
said, adding that the state
government should con-
sider it and table a Bill so
that the House can pass
it. He cited the high infla-
tion rate, particularly the
increasing price of petrol
and diesel, which added
to the “hardships of
members to perform
their responsibilities”.

The travelling al-
lowance of the members
should also be raised in
view of the price rise of
fuel, Mishra said.

According to the exist-
ing salary structure, only
Rs 5,000 is being provided
to appoint an assistant,
which is grossly inade-
quate, he claimed.

“On behalf of all the
members, I urge the
Speaker to give a ruling
to the government to
table a Bill in this re-
gard,” Mishra said.

Congress whip
Taraprasad Bahinipati
also made a similar de-
mand.

Opposition Chief Whip
Mohan Majhi supported
the proposal to introduce
a Bill at the earliest as the
members and ex-MLAs
face difficulties for their
day-to-day expenses.

Satpathy said, “I have
submitted the report and
the Parliamentary
Affairs Minister will take
a call on the issue as
members feel that an in-
crease in salaries is need-
ed.”

The Odisha govern-
ment had raised the
salaries of MLAs and
ministers by over 50 per
cent in 2017.

Meanwhile, sources
said that the committee
has sent a proposal to the
Speaker recommending
that an MLA’s salary
should be hiked from Rs 1

lakh a month to Rs 2.5
lakh. Currently, each
MLA gets a package of Rs
1 lakh, which includes Rs
35,000 as salary and Rs
65,000 as allowances.

This excludes a daily
allowance of Rs 1,500 per
day while the House is in
session, besides the travel
reimbursement for at-
tending the sessions.

Notably, retail inflation
dipped marginally to 6.44
per cent in February,
mainly on account of a
slight easing in prices of
food and fuel items
though it remained above
the Reserve Bank’s com-
fort level of 6 per cent for
the second month in a
row.

As per the government
data released on Monday,
the Consumer Price
Index (CPI)-based infla-
tion was at 6.52 per cent
in January and 6.07 per
cent in February 2022.

Odisha MLAs cutting across party lines demand salary hike

New Delhi, Mar 15 (PTI): 

It is time India takes the
lead in realising the “one
earth, one health” vision
with a holistic policy-mak-
ing environment and align
it with the philosophy of
“vasudhaiva kutum-
bakam”, Union Health
Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya said on
Wednesday.

Under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, India has a strong
political will to lead in in-
novative research and
technology supported so-
lutions which are com-
mercially viable with uni-
versal acceptability, he
said at the Confederation
of Indian Industry (CII)
Partnership Summit 2023.

The summit has been
themed “One Health:
Integrated, Collaborative

and Multisectoral
Approach to Optimal
Health”.

“The ‘one earth, one
health’ vision can become
a reality only with active
global collaboration where
countries don’t think of
only themselves but of col-
lective global outcomes,”
the minister said.

Mandaviya highlighted
that the health sector can-

not be limited to one coun-
try as the health and well-
being of one country im-
pacts the other.

“We live in an inter-de-
pendent world, wherein
not just countries but the
health of human popula-
tion is equally affected and
influenced by the health of
surrounding environment
and animals,” he stated.

The global pandemic

has demonstrated that no
country is immune from
adverse developments in
any country, and also that
our actions impact the
health and wellbeing of
our eco-system.

“It is therefore our col-
lective responsibility as a
human race to not only
protect ourselves but also
ensure that our actions re-
sult in protecting the envi-
ronment we co-exist in,”
he stressed. The vision of
“one earth, one health”
brings in sharp focus the
importance of our actions
and eco-friendly policies,
he elaborated.

Applauding India’s lead-
ing role in indigenous re-
search and wealth of tradi-
tional therapies,
Mandaviya highlighted
that each country can have
its own model of achiev-
ing the vision.

‘It is time India takes lead in realising 
‘one earth, one health’ vision’

Mansukh Mandaviya

Food festival satiates 
cravings of seafood lovers

Nagpur, March 15 (PTI): 

The Maharashtra home
department has fixed
physical test criteria for
recruitment of transper-
sons into the police force,
days after the state govern-
ment told the Bombay
High Court that it will cre-
ate a new window for such
candidates, an official
order said.

Under the transgender
category, the candidates
will need to self-identify
themselves as male or fe-
male and can accordingly
appear for the physical
test, the order said.

The Maharashtra police
recently undertook an ex-
ercise to fill 18,331 posts,
mostly constables, in the
force. As part of the fitness

test, male candidates had
to cover 1,600 metres with-
in a time frame, while
women aspirants were
asked to run 800 metres.
The jobseekers also had to
take part in a shot put
throw.

As per the new norms
for transpersons, for a self-
identified female candi-
date, the height should not
be less than 158 cm, while
it has to be a minimum of
165 cm for a self-identified
male, the home depart-
ment order said.

As part of the physical
tests, self-identified male
candidates will have to
take part in the 1,600-
metre and 100-metre runs.
The shot put weight is 8 kg
for such candidates, said
an official.

‘Home department 
fixes physical test criteria
to recruit transpersons’

In police force



Fire 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A fire broke
out at Delhi Police's cyber
crime police station in
Rohini on Wednesday,
officials said. No injury
has been reported so far,
they said. A call about the
blaze on ground floor of
the police station was
received at 3 pm follow-
ing which five fire tenders
were rushed to the spot,
officials said.

Award 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Dhanya
Rajendran of The News
Minute has been declared
the winner of the Chameli
Devi Jain Award for an
Outstanding Woman
Mediaperson for 2022, the
Media Foundation
announced on
Wednesday. Bengaluru-
based Rajendran is the
co-founder and editor-in-
chief of digital news plat-
form The News Minute.

Escape
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A former
employee of the French
Embassy here who
allegedly perpetrated a
massive fraud by issuing
visa to hundreds of peo-
ple, including his par-
ents, on the basis of
fake documents without
the knowledge and
approval of sanctioning
authority has escaped
from India, officials said.
The CBI had booked
Shubham Shokeen and
another former employ-
ee Aarti Mandal in the
case on the basis of a
complaint from the
French Embassy.

Condole
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
on Wednesday condoled
the loss of lives due to
Cyclone Freddy in
Malawi, Mozambique
and Madagascar, and
said India stands with
them in this tough time.
Cyclone Freddy has bar-
relled through
Mozambique and Malawi
since late last week,
killing hundreds and dis-
placing thousands more.
It also pummelled the
islands of Madagascar
and R union last month
as it traversed the Indian
Ocean, according to
media reports.

Terminate
IIttaannaaggaarr:: The Arunachal
Pradesh government has
terminated two Group A
officers in connection
with the Arunachal
Pradesh Public Service
Commission (APPSC)
paper leak issue. The
two officers were hold-
ing the posts of
Agriculture
Development Officer
(ADO) and are currently
lodged at Jully district
jail near here, in con-
nection with the case,
officials at the agricul-
ture department said.
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Tribals Bomman and Bellie pose
for photographs after meeting

TN CM M.K. Stalin, at the State
Secretariat in Chennai,

Wednesday.
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Raipur, Mar 15: 

The opposition BJP on
Wednesday said the
Congress government in
Chhattisgarh has failed to
properly implement the
Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana (PMAY) in the state
due to which 16 lakh hous-
es for the poor could not be
constructed.

Raising the issue in zero
hour during the ongoing
budget session, Bharatiya
Janata Party MLAs, in-
cluding Dharamlal
Kaushik, Shivratan
Sharma and Ajay
Chandrakar, sought a dis-
cussion on the issue by
moving an adjournment
motion notice. The BJP
legislators said the PMAY
was launched by the
Centre in 2015, and in
other states, houses are
being constructed for the

poor "but in Chhattisgarh,
the entitled beneficiaries
are wandering door to
door". "People are staging a
protest on Wednesday
against the state govern-
ment on the issue," they
said. The demand of the
BJP camp for a discussion
on the adjournment notice
led to an uproar in the
House as Congress MLAs
countered their charges.

As the chair rejected the
demand, BJP MLAs start-
ed raising slogans against
the state government.
Amid the pandemonium,
the House proceedings
were adjourned for five
minutes. The BJP had
planned to gherao the state
Assembly on Wednesday
to protest the state govern-
ment's "failure" to imple-
ment the PMAY.

Mahasamund, Mar 15: 

Five workers died of as-
phyxiation and another
took ill after inhaling
smoke at a brick kiln in
C h h a t t i s g a r h ' s
Mahasamund district, offi-
cials said on Wednesday.

The district collector has
ordered a magisterial in-
quiry into the incident that
took place at Gadhphuljhar
village under Basna police
station limits, they said.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel expressed grief
over the deaths and an-
nounced a compensation of
Rs 2 lakh to the kin of each
of the deceased.

As per preliminary in-
vestigation, six workers set

an assembled pile of dried
mud bricks for heating on
Tuesday night and slept
atop it, said Kumari
Chandrakar, station house
officer (SHO) of Basna po-
lice station. When other
workers reached the spot
this morning and found
them unconscious, they
alerted the police, she said.
The six workers were shift-

ed to a local hospital where
five of them were declared
dead, she said.

The sixth person was
later referred to capital
Raipur for treatment, she

said. "According to doctors,
the five died due to suffoca-
tion but the exact cause of
the death will be known
after their post-mortem",
she said. Police have identi-

fied the deceased as Ganga
Ram Bisi (55), Dasrath Bisi
(30), Sona Chand Bhoi (40),
Varun Bariha (24) and
Janak Ram Bariha (30).

A case has been regis-
tered and further probe is
underway, she added.

Meanwhile, the district
administration and mining
officials have also reached
the spot to take stock of the
incident.

Mahasamund Collector
Nilesh Kumar Kshirsagar
has ordered a magisterial
inquiry into the incident,
an official statement said.

The CM has directed offi-
cials to provide financial
assistance of Rs 2 lakh to
the kin of each of the de-
ceased and medical aid to
the hospitalised brick kiln
worker, it said.

New Delhi, Mar 15 (PTI): 

No mandatory age limit
has been prescribed for the
scrapping of vehicles under
the vehicle scrappage poli-
cy, the Road Transport and
Highways asserted on
Wednesday while terming
the reports of discarding of
tractors after 10 years as
false and baseless.

The ministry clarified
that an agriculture tractor
is a non-transport vehicle
and registered for 15 years
initially. Its registration can
be renewed for five years at
a time, once the initial reg-
istration period of 15 years
is completed, an official re-
lease said.

"Reports circulating in a
certain section of media in-
cluding Twitter and
WhatsApp regarding
mandatory scrapping of
tractors after 10 years is to-
tally false, baseless and
without any truth," the
ministry said.

Anyone spreading false
information to create panic
will be proceeded against as
per law, it warned.

The Government of
India has not fixed the age

for any vehicle except cer-
tain government vehicles
as specified in the notifica-
tion vide G.S.R. 29(E), it
added. MoRTH has formu-
lated the Voluntary Vehicle
Fleet Modernization
Programme or the vehicle
scrapping policy for scrap-
ping of Transport and Non-
Transport vehicles which
are unfit and polluting.
There is no mandatory age
limit prescribed for the
scrapping of vehicles under
the policy. A vehicle can ply
on road as long as it is
found fit after testing
through Automated Testing
Station.

Mumbai, Mar 15 (PTI):

In a setback to Uddhav
Thackeray, former
Maharashtra health
minister Deepak Sawant
on Wednesday joined the
Eknath Shinde-led Shiv
Sena. Sawant joined the
Sena in the presence of
chief minister Shinde.

Sawant was an MLC of
then united Shiv Sena
and was cabinet minis-
ter for public health
from 2014 to 2018 in the
Devendra Fadanvis-led
government. He was
dropped from the cabi-
net and denied ticket for
legislative council elec-
tion by Uddhav
Thackeray in 2018.

New Delhi, Mar 15 (PTI): 

The Common
University Entrance Test
(CUET)-UG will be con-
ducted in three shifts this
year instead of two and
plans for its merger with
crucial entrance exams
like JEE and NEET will be
announced at least two
years in advance, accord-
ing to UGC chairman M
Jagadesh Kumar.

In an interview to PTI,
Kumar said the University
Grants Commission
(UGC) and the National
Testing Agency (NTA) are
prepared to ensure that
the second edition of
CUET-UG is glitch free.

"I agree there were sev-
eral glitches during the
exam last time but this
year all issues have been
ironed out. Keeping in
mind the experience of
the students, a plan has
been chalked out and we
are ready to ensure that
the candidates just have to
worry about the exam and
not any glitches," he said.

"Extra computers and
extra centres have been
arranged as plan B so that
in case there are any
glitches, the candidates
can be shifted there and
the exam for a particular
shift will not be cancelled,"
he added.

Kumar said that in a de-
viation from the usual pat-
tern, the exam will be con-
ducted in three shifts from
this year.

New Delhi, Mar 15 (PTI): 

Calling for a trust vote
merely on the ground of
differences between MLAs
of a ruling party can top-
ple an elected government,
the Supreme Court ob-
served on Wednesday,
adding the governor of a
state cannot lend his office
to effectuate a particular
result.

"It will be a sad spectacle
for democracy," a five-
judge constitution bench
headed by Chief Justice D
Y Chandrachud said while

taking forward the hear-
ing on the events that un-
folded during the June
2022 Maharashtra political
crisis triggered by a revolt
in the then undivided Shiv
Sena by MLAs loyal to
Eknath Shinde.

The bench made the ob-
servations after Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta, ap-
pearing for the
Maharashtra governor,
narrated the sequence of
events and said there were
various materials before
the governor including a
letter signed by 34 Shiv

Sena MLAs, a letter from
Independent lawmakers
withdrawing support to the
Uddhav Thackeray govern-
ment, and another of the
Leader of the Opposition
that prompted him to order
a trust vote.

B S Koshyari, who was
then the governor of
Maharashtra, had asked
Thackeray to face a floor
test to prove his majority.
Thackeray, however, re-
signed in the face of immi-
nent defeat, paving the way
for appointment of Shinde
as the new chief minister.

Bengaluru, Mar 15 (PTI):

Days after a railway
travel ticket examiner
(TTE) was held for alleged-
ly urinating on a passen-
ger on a train bound from
Kolkata to Amritsar, an-
other TTE has been ac-
cused of allegedly misbe-
having with a female pas-
senger when she was leav-
ing from
Krishnarajapuram station
here. The TTE has been
placed under suspension
by the Railway, pending in-
vestigation.

According to the
Railway, the train had
stopped at
Krishnarajapuram for
crossing with another,
during which time the
TTE misbehaved with the
woman while demanding

that she show him her
ticket. Videos of the
woman confronting the
TTE on the railway station
platform, reportedly on
Tuesday, have been posted
on twitter by a user.

In the videos, a woman
can be seen shouting at the
TTE, asking him why he
pulled her after she
showed him her tickets.

As the TTE, who was al-
legedly drunk, shouts
back at the woman, a
group of men who were
standing nearby and were
watching the incident un-
fold, came to her aid and
caught hold of him as he
tried to flee from the spot.

They can be heard say-
ing, "He is drunk, call the
police".

New Delhi, Mar 15 (PTI): 

A Delhi court on
Wednesday gave bail to
RJD leader Lalu Prasad
Yadav, his wife and former
Bihar chief minister
Rabri Devi, their daughter
Misa Bharti and others in
connection with a case re-
lated to the alleged land-
for-job scam.

Lalu Prasad, 74, who
underwent a kidney
transplant recently and
was in a wheelchair,
reached the Rouse Avenue
court around 10 am but
proceedings were delayed.
The family appeared be-
fore Special Judge
Geetanjali Goel around 11
am.

Granting relief to the

accused on a personal
bond of Rs 50,000 and one
surety of the like amount
each, the court posted the
matter for further pro-
ceedings on March 29.

The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) did
not oppose the bail pleas.

The case relates to al-
leged appointments made
in the railways in return
for land parcels gifted or
sold to Lalu Prasad's fami-
ly when he was railway
minister between 2004
and 2009. The CBI, in its
charge sheet, alleged that
irregular appointments
were made in the rail-
ways, violating laid down
norms and procedures of
Indian Railways for re-
cruitment.

Nagpur, March 14 (PTI): 

The Enforcement
Directorate is carrying out
searches at 11 locations
across India, including the
Nagpur office of the
Church of North India
(CNI), in connection with a
case registered in Bhopal,
an ED official said on
Wednesday.

ED officials said the
searches are tied to a cheat-
ing case registered against
P C Singh, bishop of the
CNI's Jabalpur Diocese.

The office of CNI, a
Protestant denomination,
located in the Sadar area in
the city is being searched,
an official said.

In September 2022, Singh
had been detained at the
Nagpur airport in
Maharashtra for question-

ing after an offence was reg-
istered against him.

Madhya Pradesh police
at the time had recovered
around Rs 1.6 crore in
Indian and foreign curren-
cies from the bishop's resi-
dence in Jabalpur. Singh
was then in Germany.

The case against Bishop
Singh was registered in
July 2022 after it was al-
leged that he had indulged
in financial misconduct in
running an educational so-
ciety, of which he was the
chairman. ED officials said
an investigation showed
that Rs 2.7 crore collected as
students' fees by the soci-
ety's various institutions
between 2004-05 and 2011-12
was allegedly transferred to
religious institutions, mis-
used and spent by the bish-
op for personal needs.

Mumbai, Mar 15 (PTI): 

Thousands of farmers
and tribals marching to-
wards Mumbai from
Nashik district in North
Maharashtra in support of
their demands entered
Thane district on
Wednesday.

The protesters started
their foot march from
Dindori town in Nashik
district, around 200km
from Mumbai, on Sunday
in support of their various
demands, including an im-
mediate financial relief of
Rs 600 per quintal to onion
growers, uninterrupted
electricity supply for 12
hours and a waiver of
agriculture loans.

DIN IN STATE ASSLY

BJP accuses state
govt of failing to

implement PMAY

Jolt to Uddhav

Ex-minister
Sawant joins
Shinde camp

‘No mandatory age limit
for scrapping of vehicles’

The ministry clarified that an
agriculture tractor is a non-
transport vehicle and regis-
tered for 15 years initially. Its
registration can be renewed for
five years at a time, once the
initial registration period of 15
years is completed. "Reports
circulating in a certain section
of media including Twitter and
WhatsApp regarding mandato-
ry scrapping of tractors after
10 years is totally false, base-
less and without any truth," the
ministry said.

Ministry clarification

Five suffocate to death at brick kiln
One hospitalised

One of the injured worked
Manohar Bisi referred to

Raipur for better treatment.

Mahasamund Collector Nilesh Kumar Kshirsagar has ordered a
magisterial inquiry into the incident, an official statement said. The
CM has directed officials to provide financial assistance of Rs 2 lakh
to the kin of each of the deceased and medical aid to the hospi-
talised brick kiln worker.

In-charge Mining Officer (Mahasamund) Umesh Bhargav said his
department has also launched a probe in connection with the opera-
tion of the kiln. "No official permission was sought by Kunjbihari
Pade who was operating the kiln in the village. However, Pade comes
from the Kumhar community (that traditionally made pottery) and
there are certain relaxations for the community concerned in making
bricks. But it is mandatory for everyone to comply with standard
safety measures and rules and regulations," Bhargav added.

Probe ordered...

What mining officer said...

CUET to be conducted in 3 shifts
Merger with JEE, NEET
to be announced 2 yrs
in advance

G-20 MEET: SELFIE SPREE

Delegates click a selfie after attending the 2nd Education Working Group meeting
2023, in Amritsar, Wednesday.

Farmers’ Mumbai
march enters Thane

‘Discontent among MLAs not
enough for Guv to call trust vote’

ED raids 11 offices of
CNI including Nagpur

Another TTE misbehaves with
woman passenger, suspended 

Mumbai, Mar 15 (PTI): 

Maharashtra has report-
ed two fatalities suspected
to be caused by influenza.
One of them, a 74-year-old
man, died of the H3N2 sub-
type while the other victim
was infected by coron-
avirus as well as the in-
fluenza virus, state Health
Minister Tanaji Sawant
told the Assembly on
Wednesday.

An official said one of the
two deceased, a 23-year-old
MBBS student, died due to
a mixed infection caused by
coronavirus and H3N2.

Sawant said state health
machinery has been put on
alert with 361 cases of in-
fluenza infections being re-
ported in the state, and
guidelines will be issued in
the next two days. The min-
ister also advised the use of
masks in crowded places
and social distancing.

"Two persons have died
due to influenza, including
a 23-year-old first-year stu-
dent of MBBS in
Ahmednagar. He tested pos-
itive for COVID-19 as well as
H1N1 and H3N2 viruses.
Another victim is a 74-year-
old man from Nagpur who
died of H3N2," Sawant said.

Maha reports 
2 H3N2 deaths

LAND-FOR-JOB SCAM

Delhi court gives bail
to Lalu, Rabri, Misa
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Bhilai, Mar 15: 

On Wednesday, Bhilai
Steel Plant took a major
action over a case of non-
renewal of lease and
sealed a Petrol Pump
which was operational in
Bhilai Township. Chopra
Auto Care (Petrol Pump)
located in Sector 10,
Forest Avenue, was sealed
in the presence of
Executive Magistrate
Kshama Yadu and Police
officers. It needs to be
mentioned here that M/s
IOCL was allotted land by
BSP in 1980 on lease of 33
years. The lease was not
renewed by the company
even after the completion
of the lease period in 2013.

BSP served notices to
IOCL several times for
lease renewal but the
company did not get the
lease renewed. The lease
was terminated by BSP in
2014 and in the same year,
a case was registered in
the Estate Court under
the PP Act. Thereafter, in
the year 2015, a petition
was filed by the IOCL
seeking a stay from the
High Court, Bilaspur.
They failed to get relief
from the High Court.
Thereafter in the year
2017, the Estate Court
passed a decree against
Indian Oil Corporation
Limited Mumbai, Raipur
and Regional Distributor,
Chopra Auto Centre,

Forest Avenue, Sector-10,
Bhilai. Subsequently, the
lease rent amounting to
Rs 7 crores is pending
against M/s IOCL.
Several rounds of meet-
ings and talks were con-
ducted by BSP with high-
er officials but IOCL did
not make the payment.
Lastly, IOCL assured to
deposit the dues in the
month of February 2023,
but the amount was not
deposited. Thereafter,
BSP gave time till March
10 and when they did not
receive the lease renewal

premium, the Town
Services Department of
Bhilai Steel Plant moved
ahead for compliance
with the order of the
Estate Court. A team of
officers and personnel of
the Enforcement
Department, Land
Department, Revenue
Department, private secu-
rity guards sealed the fuel
station in the presence of
Executive Magistrate,
District Police Force,
Traffic Police and handed
it over to the Estate Court.

The sale of petrol /

diesel was stopped at 09:00
hrs on 15/03/2023.
Following all the safety
parameters, fuel sales
were stopped and by shut-
ting down all the neces-
sary electrical equipment,
the control system, etc.
The fuel station was
closed by the manager
himself, the working staff
took out all the necessary
documents. The entire
proceeding was video-
graphed, measurements
of all the inflammable
stock was taken and re-
ported.

BSP seals IOCL’s Chopra Petrol Pump
BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaarr  1155:: A teacher,
Santosh Gupta, who is touring
across the Chhattisgarh state
with the message of preven-
tion of environmental pollution
and de-addiction, reached
Durg on Tuesday. He said that
Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel
is working to promote organic
farming and prevention of
environmental pollution.
Santosh said that his intention
is to make more and more peo-
ple aware through bicycles. He
said that cycling prevents pol-
lution and maintains good
health. He added that every
day he travels 40 kilometers on
bicycle to reach his school.
Now, he is cycling across
Chhattisgarh to spread the
message of environment con-
servation. Gupta informed that
he has cycled till Nepal and
during holidays he always goes
around on cycle to inspire peo-
ple that our habits create and
spoil nature. Cycling also leads
to good health. Santosh said
that while traveling, he posts
his reels on social media to
make the people aware of their
health. Gupta hails from
Mungeli and said that through-
out the journey he gets a lot of
love from the people. Santosh

covers three districts in a day.
He uses a bicycle for all his
daily work. His family mem-

bers are also very happy
because he spends his time for
a good cause.

Teacher on All-CG cycle tour
for environment conservation

Bhilai, Mar 15: 

Citizens will not be
able to dig bore wells in
urban bodies without ad-
ministrative permission.
Strict action will be taken
by the local civic bodies
for use of Tullu pumps
during water supply.
During the water supply
timings, the civic body
staff will monitor the lo-
calities so that water sup-
ply can be ensured to all.
SDMs will also constitute
their teams to take action
in this regard. In view of
the summer season, the
Collector reviewed the
condition of the drinking
water supply system. He
asked about the works
being done in the urban

bodies. Municipal offi-
cials said that to increase
the water pressure, dam-
aged pipes are being re-
placed and new valves
are also being installed.
The Collector asked to
prepare an action plan es-
pecially for those areas
where there is always a
possibility of drinking
water crisis. He said that
along with repairing the
pipeline, repair of out of
order tube wells should
also be done. He said that
the system of drinking
water supply should be
perfect and preparations
should be launched im-
mediately. Municipal
Commissioner Rohit
Vyas and other officers
were present in the meet-

ing.
The Collector specially

reviewed the work being
done on malaria eradica-
tion. Officials said that a
door-to-door survey is
being done and extensive
work is being done to
clean the ponds. Door-to-
door outreach is helping
in the prevention of mos-
quitoes. The Collector
asked the officers of the
urban bodies to continu-
ously monitor the situa-
tion and intensify the
“fight the bite cam-
paign”.

A trauma center will be
set up in Utai for the
treatment of helpless ani-
mals. In this regard, the
Collector instructed the
CMO to mark the land.

The Collector also in-
quired about the action
taken for the rearing of
advanced breed cows in
Gauthans. Along with
this, asked to provide
paddy straws to all
Gauthans.

The collector said that
at present more than 60
baadis are producing veg-
etables with organic ma-
nure. All the baadis will
be gradually converted
into organic farms. He
asked the officials to
make necessary prepara-
tions for this work.
District Panchayat CEO
Ashwini Dewangan said
that monocropping is
currently being done in
the baadis. Training is
being given to develop or-
ganic baadis.

The under construc-
tion government build-
ings will also be painted
with cow dung paint. The
Collector took informa-
tion from all the con-
struction agencies about
their ongoing work and
asked about the quantity
of cow dung paint for the
same. He said that ac-
cording to the require-
ment, cow dung paint
will be supplied by units.

Now permission is required to dig
borewell; Tullu pump users to face music

Collector reviews water supply arrangements

Bhilai, Mar 15: 

Shri Chaturbhuj
Memorial Foundation cel-
ebrated its 12th foundation
day by felicitating empow-
ered women at a sublime
function organised the
other day. The chief guest
of the ceremony was
Padmashree Phulbasan
Bai Yadav while Gyanesh
Sharma, Chairman,
Chhattisgarh Yoga
Commission presided
over. Renowned litterateur
Ravi Srivastava was the
keynote speaker while Dr
Hansa Shukla, Principal,
Swami Shri
Swaroopanand Saraswati
Mahavidyalaya and Arun
Srivastava, founder of
Shri Chanturbhuj
Memorial Foundation
were present as special
guests. The opportunity
was taken to felicitate rep-
resentatives of various so-
cial organisations work-
ing for a cause were in-
cluding Dr Rohini
Patankar of Riddhi Siddhi
Mahila Mandal for her
contribution in the field of
art and social welfare,
Kulwant Bhatia of Nav
Drishti Foundation for en-
couraging eye donation-
body donation, Bunty
Sharma of Jansamarpan
Foundation for continu-
ously arranging food for
the destitute, Dr Sonali
Chakravorty of

Swayamsiddha for encour-
aging homemakers to-
wards social activities,
Nidhi Chandrakar of
Uddan Nai Disha for pro-
motion of indigenous tra-
dition and environment,
Dimple Kaur of Anubhuti
Shree Foundation for com-
munity social awareness.

In her address,
Phulbasan Bai Yadav ap-
preciated Shri Chaturbhuj
Memorial Foundation for
having done a commend-
able job of felicitating em-
powered women. She stat-
ed that a healthy society
can be built only when we
work together with the
purpose. She shared her
own experience on how
she  her first step towards
self reliance with a couple
of women and gradually
the group has become so
big. In his address,
Gyanesh Sharma,
Chairman, Chhattisgarh
Yoga Commission said

that Shri Chaturbhuj
Memorial Foundation has
over the past done impor-
tant work in social service.
Self-reliance is the mantra
on the basis of which we
can move forward towards
a better future, he added
and appreciated the excel-
lent work being done by
social organizations in
Bhilai and Durg.

In his keynote address
Ravi Srivastava said that
the activities of Shri
Chaturbhuj Memorial
Foundation are inspiring
for all of us.
Congratulating the people
and organizations who
were honoured, he said
that these organizations
have a big role in the social
structure of Bhilai Durg
that is visible today. People
here have made achieve-
ments in many fields like
literature, social service,
education, sports, produc-
tion etc. Principal Dr

Hansa Shukla said that
our it is the result of the
tireless work of social or-
ganizations that the socie-
ty is continuously moving
forward.

Earlier at the outset, the
founder of the Foundation
Arun Srivastava said that
the only way to improve
the society is by serving
the needy people. He gave
information about the so-
cial activities of the organ-
ization.

In the ceremony, Prof
DN Sharma presented a
book to Phulbasan Bai in
which articles on her so-
cial contribution are com-
piled. The guests also hon-
ored Sarita Srivastava,
President of Shri
Chaturbhuj Memorial
Foundation at the ceremo-
ny. The program was con-
ducted by Anita Kardekar
and vote of thanks was ex-
pressed by Seema
Srivastava.

SCMF felicitates women achievers on foundation day 

Bhilai, Mar 15: 

Under the joint aegis of
National Legal Services
Authority, New-Delhi;
Chhattisgarh State Legal
Services Authority,
Bilaspur and National
Commission for Women
and Women and Child
D e v e l o p m e n t
Department, Durg; the
District Legal Services
Authority Durg organ-
ised special awareness
camp to spread legal
awareness among women
living in rural and re-
mote areas in Bhilai-3
and Patan. The events
were organised under the
guidance of District and
Sessions Judge Sanjay
Kumar Jaiswal
(Chairman, District
Legal Services Authority,
Durg). These camps were
organised on the occa-
sion of International
Women’s Week.

About 60 women at-
tended the special aware-
ness program organized
at “Mangal Bhavan” of

Bhilai-3. During the pro-
gram, Pankaj Dixit (Civil
Judge Class-1) and Amita
Jaiswal (Civil Judge,
Class-2); Advocate Rekha
Verma and Advocate
Rukmani Joshi detailed
the women about Hindu
Marriage Act, rules for
maintenance of wife;
rights of women on prop-
erty, Domestic Violence
Act; dowry harassment
and dowry death, kidnap-
ping and abduction,
Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences
Act; Prevention of Sexual
Harassment at
Workplace; Maternity
Benefit Act, Factories Act
and Medical Termination
of Pregnancy Act (PNDT
Act).

About 80 women were
present in the special
awareness program for
women organized on the
occasion of International
Women’s Week in the
District Panchayat prem-
ises of Patan. Vijender
Sonwani (Civil Judge
Class-1 Patan), Advocate

Manju Sahu. Advocate
Tarani Yadav and DSP
Shilpa Sahu
(Investigation Unit for
Crime Against Women)
addressed the women.
They covered the topics
of Domestic Violence
Act, Victim
Compensation Scheme,
Cyber Crime, POCSO,
Acid Attack, Maternity
Benefit Act, Equal
Remuneration Act,
women’s right on proper-
ty etc.

Legal information re-
lated to women was ex-
plained to the women.
The experts answered the
queries of the women.
They got proper answers
according to the law and
their doubts were
cleared. Pamphlets and
application forms were
also distributed among
the women.

The main objective of
the awareness programs
is to create understand-
ing and awareness of the
law even in the last per-
son of the society.

Special awareness camps organised
under ‘International Women’s Week’

Bhilai, Mar 15: 

International Women’s
Day was celebrated at
State Bank of India Main
Branch Sector-1 on March
10, 2023, where eminent

women including  Dr
Sangeeta Sinha (IVF spe-
cialist and founder of
Srijan Test Tube Baby
Centre), Nidhi
Chandrakar (Founder of
Chhattisgarh Udaan Nai
Disha), Shweta Upadhyay
(Author of “Mere Mann
Mein Basta Tera Mann”
and “Petals of Childhood:
Smiling Gems”), Dr
Sadhna (who has been pro-
viding health care to SBI
employees since last 23
years) graced the occasion
as special guests.
Assistant General
Manager (RACPC)

Ramdas Manjhi presided
over the programme.
Chief Manager (Bhilai
Main Branch) Swapnil
Walde welcomed the
guests and delivered wel-
come address. The guests

shared information for
women workers to be
health conscious, take
time for themselves, con-
tribution of women in dif-
ferent fields and women
empowerment.

Also present were
Manager (HR) Bidu Kisku,
Chief Manager
( A d m i n i s t r a t i o n )
Nagendra Gedam, Chief
Manager (SME) Abhishek
Gupta, Chief Manager
(RACPC) Sanjay
Gangrade, Chief Manager
Deepak Kumar Singh. The
stage was moderated by
Rupa Kujur and Praveena

Chandrakar. The cultural
presentation by Neelam
Thakur, Shruti Thakur,
Vinod Jagat and Ayushi
enhanced the beauty of
the program. Ranga Veni,
Assistant General

Secretary, Raipur Module
of SBI Award Staff, Bhopal
Circle gave the vote of
thanks and expressed her
gratitude to everyone.
Along with this, the com-
mendable presence of SBI
Award Staff Bhilai Zone 2
Regional Secretary Arun
Verma, Organization
Secretary Chandrakant
Pawar, Organization
Secretary Seema
Malhotra, Organization
Secretary Anand Sahu
and all the staff of Bhopal
Circle made the program a
success informed a press
communique.

SBI Bhilai celebrates
International Women’s Day 

Bhilai, Mar 15: Due to the
efforts of Mayor Neeraj
Pal, an elderly person who
was unable to walk has got
a walker, and now with the
help of it he is able to am-
bulate. It so happened that
when the Mayor was leav-
ing his office, he came
across an elderly man
named DP Tiwari. The
Mayor interacted with the
old man and asked about
his wellbeing and en-
quired the reason for his
visit to corporation office.
The elderly man men-

tioned that he was having
trouble walking because
his walker had broken and
he was facing a lot of diffi-
culties in commuting. As
the walker has broken be-
yond repair, he had come
to get another walker to
solve his commuting prob-
lem. On hearing this, the
Mayor immediately in-
structed the social welfare
department of the corpo-
ration to help the elderly.
Walker was immediately
made available to the eld-
erly person by the Social
Welfare Department. The
elderly man who was earli-
er looking apprehensive
was now overjoyed and
thanked the mayor end-
lessly for his help. Senior
councilor Vashishtha
Narayan Mishra was also
present when walker was
provided to the elderly.

Ramrati Patel
BBhhiillaaii:: Ashish Nagar (West)
resident Ramrati Patel, wife of
Puranlal Patel, left for heaven-
ly abode at the age of 65 years
on March 14. Last rites of the
mortal remains were per-
formed at Risali Muktidham.
She was the mother of Savita,
Ravi and Shailendra Patel.

Mayor Neeraj Pal helps
elderly citizen get walker 

Obituary
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Raipur, Mar 15:
Opposition Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) on
Wednesday gheraoed the
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly with nearly one
lakh people over Housing
Scheme for the weaker sec-
tion of society.

Police resorted to various
tools to check them and
used Water Cannon to dis-
burse them as well as used
Smoke Bomb to check the
movement of the BJP work-
ers near the Legislative
Assembly area. Meanwhile,
more than 500 BJP leaders
were detained who had bro-
ken the barricades to march
towards the Legislative
Assembly. BJP President
Arun Sao, MLA Brijmohan
Agrawal, Ramvichar
Netam, MLA Saurabh
Singh, former Minister
Rajesh Munat were among
the senior leaders who were
arrested and brought to
Central Jain premises.

After the Public Meeting
at Pirda segment, the BJP
workers had reached till
Zero Point close to
Legislative Assembly as
part of the demonstration
against the state govern-
ment on the issue of
Housing Scheme. Drama
continued for several hours
in the afternoon as the
party workers approached

to gherao. Addressing the
gathering, the BJP

President Arun Sao said
that they are fighting for the

Housing Rights for the peo-
ple from weaker section of
society and added that the
BJP Chief Minister would
first sign for PM Housing
Scheme before entering CM
House after victory in next
Legislative Assembly polls.

Leader of Opposition
Narayan Chandel too ac-
cused the state government
of resorting to dramatics in-
stead of delivering welfare
scheme for the poor.

BJP gherao Assembly over
Housing Scheme for poor

Several including
Sao, Ramvichar
Netam, Brijmohan
Agrawal arrested

Agitation’s success to dethrone Congress govt: Mathur
Raipur: BJP leader and in-charge of party affairs in
Chhattisgarh Om Mathur termed the agitation to be
massive success and added that he too was stuck in
traffic jam for nearly an hour. He said that he would
continue to stay here in Chhattisgarh to dethrone the
Congress government in next Legislative Assembly
polls.

Liquor syndicate
dominating Ch’garh
admn: Raghuvar Das

RRaaiippuurr:: Former Chief
Minister of Jharkhand
Raghuvar Das while
addressing the public meet,
alleged that the Congress
government has failed to
provide Housing Scheme
for the people from weaker
section of society despite
central assistance. He fur-
ther said that Liquor syndi-
cate is dominating in
Chhattisgarh whereas peo-
ple from weaker section of
society are denied the ben-
efits of various central
schemes. He said that the
state government has not
been able to implement
welfare scheme for the
poor.

Corruption registered new
heights under Congress

regime: Dr Raman
RRaaiippuurr:: Former Chief
Minister Dr Raman Singh
said that the corruption
has registered new
heights in Chhattisgarh
with several officers in
Jail after ED and IT raids.
He added that they
would provide residen-
tial facilities to people
from weaker section of
society after returning
back to power in
Chhattisgarh.

Raipur, Mar 15:
The Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel termed the
Vidhan Sabha gherao by
BJP as ‘political show’.
Coming down heavily
against BJP prior to their
protest, Baghel asked as to
whether the BJP leaders
and workers support the
declaration made by the
state government to con-
duct survey of eligible bene-
ficiaries for housing
scheme. He also questioned
as to whether the BJP is
holding the protest against
the govt’s decision to con-
duct survey of beneficiar-
ies?

Speaking to media per-
sons prior to VS gherao by
BJP, CM Baghel said that
the BJP protestors with slo-
gan ‘Mor awas la le lis hein
Bhupesh Baghel’ (I have
been deprived of house by
Bhupesh Baghel). On this
CM Baghel said that the
over the last few days, the
government has made a
work plan to provide houses
to all eligible beneficiaries.
Government has so far
sanctioned more than 11
lakh houses and which is
higher than that of BJP’s
rulein the state and this
year also sufficient alloca-
tion has been made in the
budget for the same.

Informing about the pro-
vision for ‘Aawas Yojana’ in
the state, CM informed that
the central government has
extended the term of PMAY
till March 2024 and there-
fore it is better that in three
last 12 years, all other peo-

ple who have become eligi-
ble should also get benefit-
ted from the government’s
scheme and therefore the
state government has decid-
ed to carry out survey of eli-
gible beneficiaries.

Further CM questioned
BJP as to on which issue
they have gheraoed Vidhan
Sabha today and what is
their demand? If it is relat-
ed to providing house, then
he asked, whether the state
government has refused to
provide it? The state gov-
ernment has granted sanc-
tion and even made alloca-
tion in the budget for the
same. The  planning in the
state is far better compared
to other states, CM said,
adding that in such condi-
tions, BJP should inform as
to why they are staging
protest.

CM Baghel questioned
BJP as to whether they are
staging protest, going
against the state govern-
ment’s decision to get the
survey done for eligible ben-
eficiaries? First they should
clarify as to whether they
are in support or against it.

CM said that at least in the
Vidhan Sabha, BJP is not
just in favour of the above
decision of the state govern-
ment. Making a quick re-
mark, CM said that the
members of Opposition are
confused as to how many
beneficiaries are there,
some say there are 16 lakh
and others says 12 lakh or 7
lakh and all are saying dif-
ferent figures. CM said that
he has already informed the
BJP to hand over all the ap-
plications to him and that
they will be included in the
survey too. Only one has to
make a missed-call and on
this CM asked others to do
so! It is without checking
the eligibility, they are in-
creasing the number, CM
added.

CM charged that BJP is
only trying to create doubt
in the mind of people in the
name of housing. The state
government is committed to
provide houses to all eligi-
ble beneficiaries and to en-
sure that all eligible ones
get it, the state government
has decided to carry out
survey from April this year.

Baghel terms BJP’s protest as ‘political show’

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaarr  1155:: The Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel today attended the last
rites of Forest and Environment Minister
Mohammad Akbar’s mother at his resi-

dence in Raipur’s Moudhapara. He also
shouldered the funeral procession of the
Cabinet Minster’s mother. The Chief
Minister gave his consolation to Akbar

and his family members. He prayed to
God for the peace of the departed soul
and strength for the bereaved family
members to tolerate this grief.

CM Baghel attended the last rites of mother of Forest Minister

CM expressed deep sorrow over death of brick kiln workers
Raipur, Mar 15: Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel has expressed deep grief over the
deaths of five workers working in a brick kiln in Garhfuljhar village of Basna de-
velopment block in Mahasamund district. He has instructed the officers of the dis-
trict administration to provide all possible help to the relatives of the deceased and
to provide the best treatment facilities for seriously ill laborers.

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaarr  1155::  Chhattisgarh
has bagged the overall cham-
pion’s trophy 26th All India
Forest Sports Meet held in
Panchkula, Haryana, becom-
ing the overall champion for
the 11th time. With a total of
164 medals, Chhattisgarh
maintained its first position,
surpassing its closest com-
petitor Karnataka.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel and Forest Minister
Mohammad Akbar have con-
gratulated and extended their
best wishes to the Forest
Department on this signifi-
cant achievement in the All
India Forest Sports Meet. It is
worth mentioning that this

event, which lasts for five
days, includes various indoor
games such as tennis, table
tennis, badminton, swim-
ming, karate, chess,
weightlifting, powerlifting,
kabaddi, as well as events in
cricket, football, basketball,
hockey, golf, and athletics.
Officials from the Forest
Department, from PCCF to
guards, participate in these
sports competitions.

The forest department
team of Chhattisgarh defeat-

ed Jammu and Kashmir in
cricket, winning the gold
medal for the seventh time.
Similarly, in football,
Chhattisgarh claimed first
place by defeating Haryana,
which had several national
players in its team.
Chhattisgarh’s basketball
team won the gold medal by
defeating Karnataka. In
weightlifting and powerlift-
ing, the team bagged a total
of 19 gold medals, in tennis 12
gold and 2 silver medals, in

badminton 4 gold medals, in
swimming 6 gold medals, and
in athletics 18 gold, 10 silver,
and 8 bronze medals. In addi-
tion, they won 9 gold and 2 sil-
ver medals in tennis.

Thus, in this year’s 26th All
India Forest Sports Meet,
Chhattisgarh won a total of
164 medals, earning a total of
542 points, and maintained its
first position by beating their
nearest rival Karnataka in
tough competition. It is worth
mentioning that with the
skilled guidance of Chief
Minister, Forest Minister
along with Principal Secretary
(Forest) Shri Manoj Pingua,
Principal Chief Conservator of
Forests and Chief of Forest
Force Sanjay Shukla, and the
tireless efforts of nodal offi-
cer APCCF Sunil Mishra and
DFO Vishvesh Kumar, Alok
Tiwari, and Sangeeta
Rajgopalan, and the constant
practice and dedication of the
players, Chhattisgarh
achieved the first position.
They have brought laurels to
Chhattisgarh.

Ch’garh Forest team wins overall 
champion trophy for 11th time

In the 26th All India
Forest Sports Meet
held in Panchkula

By winning 164
medals, Ch’garh
surpassed its clos-
est competitor
Karnataka

Raipur, Mar 15:
Chhattisgarh team on
Wednesday left for Pune
from Raipur Railway sta-
tion to participate in the
21st National Senior Para
Athletics championship to
be held from March 16 to
20. Para Sports
Association of
Chhattisgarh (PSAC) of-
fice-bearers Ashok Maloo
and Santosh Raghuvanshi
provided track suit and
sports kit being sponsored
by Department of Sports
& Youth Welfare to the
members of the team. RC
Sinha, Suraj Yadav,
Prashant Singh

Raghuvanshi, Pramod
Tiwari, Neeta Dumre,
Narendra Mishra and
other office-bearers have
extended best wishes to
the team for the national
championship.

Chooti Mehra, Ishwari
Nishad, Sangeeta Masih,
Dushyant Kumar,
Sukhnandan Nishad,
Kamlesh Kumar Nishad,
Rakesh Kumar Podam,
Kamal Kumar, Coach
Wasim Raja, Team
Manager Niranjan Sahu
and Secretary PSAC
Dikesh Tandon are part of
the team for the national
event.

Ch’garh team leaves for
National Para Athletics event

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Mar 15: Noted
Social workers including
Raipur Rural MLA
Satyanarayan Sharma,
Chhattisgarh Gausewa
Aayog Chairman Mahant
Ramsunder Das, Trusty
Ajay Tiwari, Mahendra
Agrawal and Mahant
College Principal
Debashish Mukherjee
paid rich tributes to free-
dom fighter, educationist
and social reformer late
Mahant Laxminarayan
Das on his 36th death an-
niversary at the Mahant
College premises here.

Addressing the gather-
ing, the Raipur Rural
MLA Satyanarayan
Sharma remembered the
contributions of late
Mahant Laxminarayan
Das and termed him to be
a motivator who had
made several contribu-
tions in the field of educa-
tion. He also adminis-
tered pledge to the gather-
ing to take up the remain-
ing works of his vision in
the field of education.
Mahant Ramsunder Das
and Ajay Tiwari also ad-
dressed the gathering to
pay tributes to Mahant
Das.

Laxminarayan Das motivated people
in educational sector: Sharma

Raipur, Mar 15: On the
occasion of World
Consumer Rights Day,
‘Manak Mahotsav’ was
organised by Bureau of
Indian Standards,
Raipur Branch Office at
Hotel Courtyard by
Marriott. On this occa-
sion, the standards were
discussed with the li-
censees of the Bureau of
Indian Standards, con-
sumers, government or-
ganizations and other
stakeholders. Sumit
Kumar, Head Raipur
Branch Office in his
welcome address ex-
plained about the vari-
ous activities of Bureau
of Indian Standards. He
informed that on the oc-
casion of World
Consumer Rights Day,
Bureau of Indian

Standards, Raipur is or-
ganizing many pro-
grams in the state. In
this, under the Quality
Connect campaign, a
survey will be conduct-
ed by more than 500
youth volunteers for
quality awareness in
more than 10,000
homes. Along with
this, many street plays
will also be organized.
Mr. Prabhunath Yadav,
Joint Director, Bureau
of Indian Standards,
Raipur said that stan-
dards of milk powder

and bottled drinking
water will be discussed
in the ‘Manak
Mahotsav’. On this oc-
casion, the special
guest Mr.V. Rajeshwar,
Director, All India
Radio, Raipur and S.K.
Devhare, Director,
Doordarshan, Raipur
told about the contribu-
tion of Doordarshan
and All India Radio in
spreading awareness
about consumer pro-
tection to every nook
and corner of the coun-
try.

Bureau of Indian Standards 
orgasnises ‘Manak Mahotsav’

Raipur, Mar 15: Along
with the local industrial
houses in Chhattisgarh,
industrial groups from
other states have also
shown interest in setting
up industries in the state.
19  industrial groups
which had signed MoU
with Chhattisgarh govern-
ment in between 2019 to
2021 have started produc-
tion. Companies of Delhi,
Chennai, Kolkata and
Maharashtra apart from
Chhattisgarh state are
also there. About 7000 peo-
ple are getting employ-
ment through these com-
panies.

The companies which
have started production in
Chhattisgarh include
Solar Power, Ready to Eat
Frozen Food, Fabricated

Metal Products, Bullet
Proof Jacket, Electric
Vehicle, Captive Power
Plant, Nanooven
Interlining, Solar PV
Power Plant, Processing of
Millets and Tamarind
Paste. These industries
have also fostered innova-
tion. According to officials
of the State Investment
Promotion Board, con-
struction of plants on
MoUs worth about Rs
50,000 crore is under
process in the state.
Production has not started
here yet, but after the land
has been identified, the
companies have started
construction of infrastruc-
ture. According to the in-

formation, production will
be started within six
months on the MoU worth
Rs 20,000 crore. Companies
which have not allotted the
land to set up industries,
their representatives are
having discussions with
the officials of the
Industries Department.
Director of the State
Investment Promotion
Board, Alok Trivedi said,
from year 2019 to  2022, the
companies which had
signed MoU. Out of them
industries investing more
than 5000 crore have start-
ed production. Apart from
Chhattisgarh, industrial
houses from other states
have started work here.

19 companies which signed MoU with
CG Govt started production

7000 people got
employment

Industrial groups
from other states
interested in
Ch’garh

Raipur, Mar 15: People
have got some relief from
the scorching heat on
Wednesday. As per the in-
formation from Met
Department due to the in-
fluence of moist winds
coming from the Bay of
Bengal, the weather pat-
terns in the state have
changed. The
Meteorological Department
said that along with cloudy
weather on Thursday, there
is a possibility of light rain
in different areas of the
state. Apart from this, the
area of rainfall may also in-
crease in the state from
Thursday. Meteorologists
said that there is a possibili-
ty of good rainfall across
the state from March 16 to
20. The weather remained
dry across the state on
Wednesday. There was no
significant change in the
maximum temperature,
while there was an in-
crease in the minimum

temperature. Raipur
recorded a maximum tem-
perature of 36 degree
Celsius and a minimum
temperature of 21 degree
Celsius on Wednesday.
Raigarh recorded the high-
est maximum temperature
of 38.5 degree Celsius
across the state.
Meteorologists said that
after change in the weather
patterns, people will get
some relief from the
scorching heat. The phase
of decline in maximum
temperature will also
begin. Meteorologist HP
Chandra said that due to
the effect of Western
Disturbance, a cyclonic cy-
clone is up to 3.1 km height
in and around southwest
Rajasthan. Due to its effect,
moist air is coming from
the Bay of Bengal.

Weather patterns
changes in Ch’garh

Relief from the
scorching heat,
chances of light rain
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Raipur, Mar 15: An MoU
was signed between
Kushabhau Thakre
University of Journalism
and Mass Communication
and Central University of
Himachal Pradesh for ex-
change of research, and
educational activities in
the field of journalism,
mass communication and
new media. Both the uni-
versities will jointly pro-
mote the works and upgra-
dation of educational activ-
ities in the field of mass
communication and jour-
nalism. On the
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) be-
tween the two universities,
the Vice-Chancellor of
Kushabhau Thakre
University of Journalism,
Prof. Baldev Bhai Sharma
and Vice Chancellor of
Central University Prof.

Satprakash Bansal signed
the MoU. Former
Himachal Pradesh Chief
Minister Jairam Thakur
and Himachal Pradesh
Tourism Minister
Raghuveer Singh Bali were
present on the occasion.

As per this MoU, both
the institutes will do neces-
sary work to encourage
and promote mutual coop-
eration in the field of re-
search, student develop-
ment activities, faculty de-

velopment activities and
community outreach and
extension activities in the
field of mass communica-
tion and journalism. Under
this agreement, both the
institutes will organize stu-
dent and faculty develop-
ment activities such as
seminars, workshops and
lecture series etc. There
will be faculty and student
exchange programs, media
literacy camps, public serv-
ice awareness campaigns

will be organised and will
be sharing of research re-
sources. Vice Chancellor of
Journalism University
Prof. Baldev Bhai Sharma
said that there are many
possibilities of research in
journalism. The agree-
ment with the Central
University is an important
step in this direction. This
agreement will prove to be
important for the exchange
and promotion of educa-
tional activities.

MoU signed between KTU and
Central University of Himachal 

To promote research
and research work in
the field of journalism

Raipur, Mar 15: In the
meeting of Board of
Directors and General
Assembly of National
State Co-operative Banks
Federation (NEFSCAB),
Mumbai, President of
Apex Bank Chhattisgarh
and National Director of
NEFSCAB, Baijnath
Chandrakar suggested
that the Chhattisgarh
model should be adopted
in other states as well.
The Central and State
Governments should
make available the
amount of interest sub-
sidy to the committees in
time. The financial condi-
tion of the society will be
strengthened if the com-
pensation for the losses
incurred by the commit-
tees under the govern-
ment schemes is done on
time. Apex Bank
Chairman Mr.
Chandrakar said that the
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment is constantly
strengthening the cooper-

ative sector. Necessary
steps are being taken for
this. Along with the devel-
opment of infrastructure
in primary agricultural
credit societies, new soci-
eties are being formed.
725 new packs have been
formed in the state. He in-
formed that steps have
been taken to start new
Primary Credit Co-opera-
tive Societies (PACS) with
necessary facilities in
procurement centers and
to develop super-infra-
structure in these soci-
eties to strengthen the
system of paddy procure-
ment on support price.
This initiative of
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment was appreciated in
the meeting. Mr.
Chandrakar said that the
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment is continuously pro-
viding financial assis-
tance for the strengthen-

ing of primary credit co-
operatives. Chhattisgarh
government has con-
structed godown-cum-of-
fice buildings, scaffolds
and platforms under in-
frastructure development
in packs and procure-
ment centers. Effective
implementation of
farmer-friendly and bene-
ficiary-oriented schemes
is being done through
committees. The econom-
ic condition of the tribals,
farmers, women and agri-
cultural labourers of
Chhattisgarh has im-
proved with the purchase
of minor forest produce
on the support price of
the Godhan Nyaya Yojana
and Vananchal areas in
the state. The meeting
held at Mahaballeshwar
(Maharashtra) was
presided over by Mr.
Kondru Ravindra Rao,
President, NEFSCAB.

Ch’garh model should be adopted
by other states: Chandrakar

In the interest 
of farmers

Placement camp
for educated

youth on March 17
Raipur, Mar 15: A
placement camp is being
organised by District
Employment and Self-
Employment Guidance
Center, Raipur to pro-
vide employment oppor-
tunities to local educat-
ed unemployed youth of
Chhattisgarh state on
March 17 at Extension
Counter, Commercial
Complex Rakhi, Sector-
27 Nava Raipur Atal
Nagar from 11 am to 2
pm. Domino’s Pizza
Raipur will recruit 130
posts of Business /
Guest Delight
Associates through this
placement camp. 8th,
10th passed applicants
will be eligible for re-
cruitment for these
posts. Selected candi-
dates will be paid Rs 10
to 12 thousand  per
month. Applicants who
are eligible and willing
to attend the placement
camp can appear on the
scheduled date and
venue. For more infor-
mation in this regard,
the applicant can also
contact the District
Employment Office,
Raipur.

Raipur, Mar 15: A two-
day National Science Day
was organized at Center
for Basic Sciences (CBS).
The inauguration ceremo-
ny was presided over by
the Vice Chancellor of the
University, Prof. Keshari
Lal Verma. The chief guest
of the program Dr. K.
Subramaniam (Member,
State Planning
C o m m i s s i o n ,
Chhattisgarh) and guests
of honour Dr. Dinesh
Mishra, Raipur’s famous
eye specialist and Dr. Joyce
Rai, Scientist E,
Chhattisgarh Council of

Science and Technology,
were present. The pro-
gram started with the wor-
ship of Maa Saraswati and
the lighting of lamp. Dr.
Kallol K. Ghosh, Director,
the Center for Basic
Science, welcomed all the
guests in his welcome ad-
dress and explained the
importance of Science Day
and Sir C.V. Raman’s in-
vention to the students.
Program coordinator Dr.
Bhanushree Gupta in-
formed about various com-
petitions and their topics
to be organized in the cere-
mony. Chief Guest Dr.
Subramaniam delivered
his lecture on “Basics of
Climate Change and its
Impact and Some
Commendable Steps to

Mitigate its Impact”.
Special guest Dr. Dinesh

Mishra delivered his lec-
ture on “Scientific
Thoughts and
Superstitions” on the
theme of Science Day,
“Global Science for Global
wellbeing”. Dr. Mishra mo-
tivated the students to
come out and remove vari-
ous superstitions by adopt-
ing a scientific approach.
Vice Chancellor of the
University Dr. Verma also
inspired the students in
his speech to adopt scien-
tific thinking and to work
towards making their
country and state a pio-
neer in the field of science.
Dr. Joyce Rai explained in
detail the steps taken by
the Chhattisgarh Council

of Science and
Technology.

In the program, four
competitions “debate com-
petition, essay-writing,
rangoli making and poster
making competitions”
were organized. On this
occasion, the latest issue of
Jarai, the annual maga-
zine of Center for Basic
Science was released. In
this event, the President of
Chhattisgarh Vigyan
Sabha, Dr. Vishwas
Meshram, Prof. Ashok
Kumar Pradhan, Prof. M. L.
Nayak participated along
with the students, research
students and teachers. This
program was organized
with the help of the
Chhattisgarh Council of
Science and Technology.

Program organized on Science Day at CBS
Students move
ahead with scientific
thinking: Dr Verma

Vidhya Shankar Shukla
R a i p u r :
V i d h y a
S h a n k a r
S h u k l a ,
R / o
A n u p a m
N a g a r ,

Raipur, breathed his
last here on March 14.
As per his decision, his
body was donated to
Medical College
Raipur.

Bhaiyya Lal Saharia
Raipur: Bhaiyya Lal

S a h a r i a ,
R / o
M a n g a l
B a z a r ,
Gudhiyari,
b r e a t h e d
his last

here on Wednesday. He
was 84. The final jour-
ney will leave from his
residence on March 16
to Kota Crematorium,
at 10:00 am. He was fa-
ther of Kishore,
S w a t i k r i s h n a n
Saharia.

OBITUARY

Konta/Sukma, Mar 15: A
big scam has been exposed
in Bastar Forest Division of
Chhattisgarh state. This
scam has been done under
the CAMPA head, where the
coffers of the government
have been dented by adjust-
ing fake bills worth crores.
The whole matter has come
to the fore after examining
the certificates of Bastar
Forest Division from
October 2022 and January
2023. It was found in the in-
vestigation that the remain-
ing amount of plantation
item in the Annual Plan of
Operations i:e APO year
2018-19 and 2019-20 has not
been included in the current
financial year. Serious ir-
regularities have been com-

mitted by spending directly
at the level of the Divisional
Forest Officer (DFO).
Ignoring the guidelines is-
sued by the state CAMPA
not to spend the savings
amount of the previous
years, more than Rs 1.30 cr
has been paid in these two
months, which comes under
the category of serious eco-
nomic irregularity.

This entire payment scam
is linked to the Sontrai
Multi State Agro
Corporative Society
Limited. This firm has been
told to pay for tree planta-
tion, improvement of de-
graded forests, chemical fer-
tilizers, growth hormones
and Chloropyriphos chemi-
cal fertilizers in ANR area.
On seeing the impractical
and suspicious purchase of
these materials in the name
of works like 10th year of
tree plantation and improve-
ment of degraded forests,
the higher officials of the
department suspected this
payment. Thereafter, the
monthly accounts of these

two months were called
from the DFO. Many entries
made in Form 7 and Form 14
of the monthly accounts
were not matching, due to
which the suspicion deep-
ened. Preliminary investiga-
tion found that the expendi-
ture of such a huge amount
without any competent ap-
proval was directly related
to a large irregularity point-
ing towards scam.

Chhattisgarh State
CAMPA’s Chief Executive

Officer V Srinivas has
prima facie found Bastar
Forest Divisional Forest
Officer Dileshwar Sahu,
three sub-divisional officers,
nine range officers and
CAMPA in-charge Assistant
Grade-2 Divya Kumar Dani
guilty in this whole case.
Scam done in October and

January
Considering the expendi-

ture of Rs 66,89,228 in
October 2022 and Rs
63,74,961 in January 2023 as

suspicious, Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests
(PCCF) and Forest Force
Chief Sanjay Shukla had is-
sued instructions to take
disciplinary action against
all responsible officers.
Chief Executive Officer of
V. Srinivasa Rao investigat-
ed the matter and after con-
firming several serious ir-
regularities, DFO
Dileshwar Sahu has been
stripped of the authority to
draw and disburse pay-

ments related to CAMPA
works and further action is
underway.

This is the only case of
Forest Department in the
state of Chhattisgarh, in
which such big and serious
allegations of corruption
have been leveled against 14
people from the DFO to the
clerk of the same forest divi-
sion.

According to the facts
that have come to the fore in
the preliminary investiga-
tion, Rs 1,30,64,189 has been
spent directly by the DFO
without competent permis-
sion in two months out of
the savings of the previous
years. 98 percent of this en-
tire amount was paid to a
single firm for the purchase
of materials which were not
required at present. In
Form-14 of the monthly ac-
count, the amount spent on
many items was written as
nil, whereas in Goshwara
Form-7, it has been told to
spend on the same items.
Store purchase rules have
not been followed in materi-

al purchase. Vouchers of
Rs.3.00 lakh to Rs.10.00 lakh
and above have been made
by consolidating several
bills of the same date.

There is no verification of
the Sub Divisional Forest
Officer in the bills attached
with the vouchers. Only the
signatures and seals of the
range officers are there.
The bills have not been veri-
fied and have not been en-
tered in the stores register.
All the rangers and all the
SDOs were found to be in-
volved in this scam after the
signatures of all the rangers
and all the SDOs were found
in the certificates charged
in the monthly accounts and
the clerk in charge of the
CAMPA branch disobeyed
the guidelines of CAMPA.
Departmental sources say
that in the coming two-four
days major action is possi-
ble against all of them.
Highly placed official
sources have also expressed
the possibility of register-
ing a criminal case against
all of them.

Financial powers of the DFO taken away
In Rs 1.30 cr scam in
Bastar Forest
Division

Three SDOs and
nine rangers were
also found guilty

Raipur, Mar 15: Exporters
and investors openly dis-
cussed the preparations to
be made to increase exports
from Chhattisgarh along
with Raipur district at the
Export Outreach pro-
gramme organized at Nava
Raipur, today. Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Bhure also par-
ticipated in this programme
organized by the
Directorate General of
Foreign Trade, Government
of India. Information was
also given about exportable
products from Chhattisgarh
and government facilities
given to exporters.

Exporters and investors
raised their problems and
gave suggestions to increase
exports. Representatives of

TREAC, SHEFEXIL,
Industries Department,
Minor Forest Produce
Federation, APEDA, SIDBI
as well as Bank of Baroda
participated in the pro-
gramme. With the objective
of developing the districts
as export hubs, such pro-
grammes are being con-
ducted by the Directorate of
Foreign Trade, Government
of India, in 75 districts of
the country with potential
to increase exports. Raipur
and Durg districts have
been selected for this in

Chhattisgarh.
Chhattisgarh is the main

exporter of many products
including rice in the coun-
try, Raipur Collector said,
adding that the state gov-
ernment has given many fa-
cilities to the exporters. In
order to encourage exports
from the state, special provi-
sions have also been made
for exporters in the indus-
trial policy ranging from ex-
emption of five percent in
mandi fee along with forma-
tion of promotion commit-
tee, said the Collector.

Chhattisgarh is rapidly
moving towards developing
as an export hub with gov-
ernment facilities and help,
he said.

According to him there
has been an average in-
crease of more than 22 per-
cent in the exports of the
state in the last five years
because of government
policies and facilities. The
Collector also informed that
special efforts are being
made to promote the export
of rice, construction ma-
chinery and materials and
processed spices from
Chhattisgarh.

He also emphasized on
the possibilities of export of
wire, rods, bars, coils, TMT
bars, crude steel as well as
forest produce tamarind,
mahua, lac and small grain
millets Kodo Kutki Ragi etc.
made in Chhattisgarh and

making an action plan for
the same.

Exporters and investors
present in the programme
described Chhattisgarh as a
state with export potential.
The exporters demanded to
continue the exemption of 5
per cent in mandi fee issued
to increase the export of
rice. Presently,
Chhattisgarh government
is giving 5 percent exemp-
tion of market fee to rice ex-
porters for one year and the
term is going to end in the
next 2 months. The export-
ing groups also demanded
concession for transporta-
tion to the exporting units
saying that Chhattisgarh is
a landlocked state. Some ex-
porter groups demanded
government assistance for
modernization of process-
ing plants in the pro-
gramme.

Ch’garh on way to becoming a major exporting hub
Many govt facilities
to exporters

Raipur, Mar 14:
According to the intention
of Chief Minister Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel, under
the guidance of Transport
Minister Mr. Mohammad
Akbar, the new facility
‘Tunhar Sarkar, Tunhar
Dwar’ is being efficiently
operated by the Transport
Department in the state.
Under this, from June 2021
till now, 17 lakh 93 thou-
sand 435 smart card based
registration certificates
and driving licenses have

been sent to the appli-
cants’ homes. These in-
clude 12 lakh 23 thousand
595 smart card based reg-
istration certificates and 5
lakh 69 thousand 840 driv-
ing licences. Transport
Minister Mr. Mohammad
Akbar is constantly moni-
toring the smooth func-
tioning of ‘Tunhar Sarkar,
Tunhar Dwar’. The
‘Tunhar Sarkar, Tunhar
Dwar’ scheme run by the
Transport Department is
an important scheme for
the convenience of the
people. In this, 22 trans-
port related services are
being provided to the peo-
ple by delivering them at
their doorstep. Under this
people-centric facility, peo-
ple no longer need to visit
the Transport
Department again and
again. This is saving both

money and time of the ap-
plicants. It has been in-
formed by the Transport
Department that in order
to make ‘Tunhar Sarkar,
Tunhar Dwar’ service
more accessible, a
helpline number 75808-
08030 has been issued by
the department, which
works from 10 am to 5.30
pm on all working days
which provides informa-
tion. By calling the said
helpline number, appli-
cants can get all the infor-
mation related to dispatch
of their driving license
and registration certifi-
cate. At present, on an av-
erage, 100 calls are being
received daily in which
mainly information relat-
ed to driving license and
registration process, taxes
and fees are being re-
ceived.

18 lakh smart card based registration certificates received 
Under ‘Tunhar
Sarkar, Tunhar
Dwar’ by people 

Helpline number
75808-08030 issued
by Transport
Department

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaarr  1155::  Chhattisgarh
School Education Department has
once again got the opportunity to
get national level award for its
excellent work. After a tough com-
petition, the Skoch Award 2022
has been received for the work
done in the year 2022 under the
“Angana Ma Shiksha” program
run by Samagra Shiksha in the
state. This entire program is being
conducted by a group of women
teachers from Chhattisgarh. This
year will be the third year of this
program and every year some new
design is included in it by women
leadership. Chief Minister Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel and School
Education Minister Dr. Premsai
Singh Tekam have congratulated
the teachers of the department
and the state for this award.

The Skoch Award is the coun-

try’s highest civilian award con-
ferred by an independent organi-
zation, which recognizes people,
projects and institutions that go
the extra mile to make India a bet-

ter nation. This award was insti-
tuted in the year 2003. This award
is given for the best efforts in the
field of digital, financial and social
inclusion.

At the time of Corona, when the
entire staff of the School
Education Department was con-
tinuously trying to continue the
education of the children and
while encouraging the teachers
for this work, continuous efforts
were being made to continue the
education of the children in new
ways. At the same time some
women teachers of the state pro-
posed their contribution in this
statewide program “Padhai
Tunhar Duar”. Theytrained the
mothers and started the effort to
teach the children while staying at
home through them in the form of
“Angana Ma Shiksha”. Through

the ‘Angana Ma Shiksha’ pro-
gramme, it was successful in
awakening the interest of the
mothers towards the education of
their children. Mothers and small
children should be taught by
organizing fairs in every village,
by inviting mothers and children
to the fair, using materials avail-
able at home like utensils, vegeta-
bles, fruits, clothes, etc.  Mothers
doing better work at the village
level were honoured by being
selected as smart mothers. Along
with keeping other mothers
involved in this program and help-
ing them in learning, Smart Mata
also does the work of visiting
kindergartens and primary
schools from time to time, helping
children’s education and getting
information about their children’s
learning from teachers.

‘Education in Angana’ prog receives SKOCH Award 
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Kawardha, Mar 15:

The disclosure of reg-
istries with incomplete
documents and false in-
formation by the Sarafa
trader brothers’ with
nexus of the Patwari and
Registrar in the
Kawardha district is
being reported for last
few days.

At one place where
each and every docu-
ment of a poor land
owner is checked thor-
oughly and that of the
land-mafia and their
family members they be-
come silent spectators
and surrender complete-
ly before them! Even
after reports in this re-
gard for last few days,
the local administration
is not taking any action
in this regard so far and
the same is now raising
eyebrows.

In the last 15-20 years
in the registries in the
Registrar office, be it the
land-mafia, Patwari or
the employees of the
Registrar office, who
have been getting fresh
posting and transfer, but
it is the Sarafa trader,
land mafia, who with
nexus of Patwari and
Registrar, are reportedly
involved in removal of
names from government
land (nazul) without any
signature or name on the

cheques. In the land pur-
chase by Vivek Jain,
brother of Land Mafia
Pankaj Jain, the registry
was done in June 2020 for
Rs 16.50 lakh and both
the cheques in the reg-
istry are not bearing the
name of purchaser. The
registry has been done
with help of two blank
cheques of Rs 8.25 lakh.
What is surprising here
is that the Dy. Registrar
has not even found it ap-
propriate to check the

documents enclosed with
the registry papers.

It is notable here that
in the boundary of the
land purchase by Vivek
Jain near the ‘Lal Talab’,
there is mention of ‘Lal
Talab’, but there is no
mention of the Nazul
land bearing Kh. No. 379
between Lal-Talab and
Vivek’s land and this is
not possible without the
help of the then Patwari!

The question here is as
to why the Dy. Registrar

and the Patwaris are so
favourable and blind-
folded towards land
mafia and their family
members. The chances of
registry without proper
defining of direction of a
particular plot or piece
of land can be done with-
out signature or name in
one or two cases of reg-
istries, but keeping the
cheques without signa-
ture or names in all the
registries of the land
mafia or their family
members, gives rise to
many speculations and
wrong-doings or a part of
well-defined conspiracy.
If the EOW conducts in-
quiry or check footage on
CCTV cameras into the
sales and purchase of
gold and silver jew-
elleries of these sarafa
traders and their rela-
tives and land-mafia,
then there are chances of
many surprising revela-
tions in it.

Version:
In this regard, when

the Registrar Dhurv was
contacted, he refused to
comment, saying that it
is an old case.

Name, signature in cheques for registry left blank!
In the registries carried out by brother of land mafia Vivek Jain

 Raises eyebrows
towards 
likely nexus with
Patwari and
Registrar office

ASP awarded
by CM Baghel

MMuunnggeellii,,  MMaarr  1155:: District ASP
Pratibha Pandey was honoured
by Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel for making women aware
of the state and for cooperation
in the works of the Women’s
Commission. The comprehensive
information given by Pratibha
Pandey and her views in the
workshop on Human Trafficking
organized in Bilaspur Range was
appreciated by everyone includ-
ing the Chairperson of the
Women’s Commission, Kiranmayi
Nayak. It is noteworthy that
along with crimes related to
women including kidnapping of
girls in the district, various pro-
grams including women’s aware-
ness flight are being conducted
efficiently under his direction. Due
to which the district police has a
remarkable place in the state in
many cases, and recently the IG
had also appreciated the work of
the district police during his visit to
Mungeli. On receiving the honor,
Pratibha Pandey said that under
the guidance of senior police offi-
cers, she is able to do better work.
She has thanked the Women’s
Commission for the honour.

Bilaspur/Raipur, Mar 15:
In the last year, the devel-
opment of Bilaspur city
has taken place at a fast
pace, new residential
areas have also been added
to the geographical struc-
ture of this city . A large
number of workplaces and
residences have also start-
ed in Uslapur. In such a sit-
uation, the work of devel-
oping Uslapur station as a
new suburban station is
being done in a phased
manner. The work of de-
veloping Uslapur station
as a new suburban station
of Bilaspur city has been
started and the facilities
for railway passengers are
being developed gradually,
the railway passengers
will now be able to travel in
many trains from Uslapur
only. Keeping in view the
demand and convenience
of railway passengers,
stoppage of some express
trains is being given by the
Railway Board at Uslapur

station from April 24, 2023.
As per the instructions of
the Railway Board, some
trains coming and going
via Durg and Katni routes
will be operated via
D a d h a p a r a - U s l a p u r.
Accordingly (1) 15159/
15160 Chhapra-Durg-
Chhapra Sarnath Express,
(2) 12853/ 2854 Durg-
Bhopal-Durg Amarkantak
Express (3) 12823/12824
Durg-Nizamuddin-Durg
Sampark Kranti Express
and (4) 12549/ 12550 Durg-
Jammu Tawi-Durg
Express will run via
Uslapur instead of
Bilaspur. The above trains
will leave for their destina-
tion via Dadhapara via
Uslapur on their diverted
route. Some partial
changes have been made in
the time table of Uslapur
station and other stations.

Uslapur railway station given a
facelift as another suburban station
 Some trains 

from Durg will run
via Uslapur 
instead of Bilaspur
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Jagdalpur, Mar 15:
Under the leadership of
Sarva Hindu Samaj, a
meeting was held on
Tuesday in the premises of
Maa Durga Temple locat-
ed in Shanti Nagar regard-
ing celebration of New
Year festival ‘Srishti
Srujanotsav’ on ‘Chaitra
Shukla Pratipada’ as
‘Srishti Srijan Diwas’.
After holding a meeting
with all the society and or-
ganization heads, the
strategy was decided
unanimously. Ashok
Arora, President of Sarv
Hindu Samaj (SHS),
presided over the meeting.

In the meeting, it was
decided to organize reli-
gious events on different
days from Hindu New
Year ‘Chaitra Shukla
Pratipada’ to Ram
Navami. Programmes and
religious events ranging
from Hindu New Year to
Ram Navami were dis-
cussed. Representatives of
all Hindu society and
other societies participat-

ed. The theme of the meet-
ing was to decide the strat-
egy for all the religious
events, processions and
other religious events to
be held from the Hindu
New Year, Srishti Creation
Day to Ramnavami.

SHS Secretary L
Eshwar Rao informed that
‘Chaitra Shukla
Pratipada’ ‘Vikram
Samvat’ 2080, on coming
March 22, ‘Srishti
Srijanotsav’, New Year fes-
tival, according to the glo-
rious Hindu tradition, for
the sake of ‘loka’ all the
happiness Bhavantu, fol-
lowed by a grand Scooty
rally of ‘Matratva Shakti’,
lamp decoration. And it
has been ensured to wel-
come the new year with
grandeur and divinity

through Mahaarti.
He informed that on the

first day of this religious
festival starting from the
day of New Year ‘Shukla
Pratipada’, the pro-
gramme of grand ‘Shobha
Yatra’, ‘Havan Pujan’ will
be done with grandeur
and divinity by the
‘Sanatani Hindu Samaj’.
Similarly, different events
will be organized on each
day from the entire
‘Navratri’ till Ram
Navami. The role, partici-
pation and accountability
of Hindu society has been
ensured. All the society
and religion lovers in-
volved in ‘Sarv Hindu
Samaj’ Bastar division
were urged to attend the
New Year program and
Ram Navami’s grand pro-

cession in maximum num-
bers to give a grand look to
the event.

During this
D h a r m c h a n d r a
Khandelwal, Yogendra
Kaushik, Ranjit Pandey,
Sunil Khedulkar, JB
Singh, Dashrat Kashyap,
Rajaram Todenm, Ravi
Brahmachari, Pawan
Rajput, Anil Agarwal,
Shankarlal Chandak,
Shivnarayan Chandak,
Kailash Rathi, Avinash
Singh Chauhan, Kunal
Chalisgaonkar, Yogesh
Shukla , Sunil Das,
Devendra Mohapatra,
Srinivas Mohanty,
Harikishan Nishad, Asha
Dodiya, Sarita Yadav, Indu
Nag, Adya Narayani, and a
large number of others
was present.

Hindu New Year to be celebrated
as ‘Srishti Srijan Divas’

A procession will be
taken out on Ram
Navami, says Sarva
Hindu Samaj

Central Chronicle News

Kondagaon, Mar 15:
BJP has started formulat-
ing strategy for the next
VS elections in the state.
In view of the upcoming
state elections, BJP SC,
ST Morcha District
Working Committee held
a meeting at Atal Sadan
in which BJP National
Working Committee
Member Lata Usendi was
present. During this she
advised BJP SC, ST
Morcha office bearers
and workers to strength-
en up the booth-level and
informed the workers
about future work plans
in detail. She said that the
schemes of the central
government are not
reaching the common
people and the public
have understood the fail-
ures of the Congress led
state government.

Dictatorship and cor-
ruption is at its peak in
the state and the people
have not understood the
true face of Congress
government in last four
years of its rule. So the
party workers should

pass on the failures of the
state government to the
general public.

Former MLA
Sevakram Netam, BJP
District President Dipesh
Arora, Sangeeta Poyam,
Sanju Poyam,

Harishankar Netam,
Sukhlal Markam, Bunty
Nag, Santosh Uike,
Balsingh Baghel,
Baijuram Netam, Dhanju
Markam, Asman Sori and
many other workers were
present in the meeting.

BJP SC, ST Morcha discuss election strategy

Arang, Mar 15: After
catching an illicit liquor
seller red-handed with
liquor, the women of vil-
lage Budeni, active in stop-
ping the sale of illegal
liquor in the village, have
continued their vigilance
campaign. Due to this
campaign being run with
the help of the villagers,
the drunkards are either
heading towards the near-

by village Bhadha or
Kharora liquor bhatti.

It may be noted that
after the attention of City
Superintendent of Police
Udayan Behar and
Kharora police station in-
charge Brijesh Tiwari,
Kharora police station
staff has got an illegal
liquor seller of village
Budeni caught red-handed
with 50 quarter bottles of

liquor and was lodged in
jail on March 4. After this,
angry women, with the
help of panchayat and vil-
lagers, started a campaign
against illegal sale of
liquor, and its effects are
also visible.

According to them, an il-
legal liquor seller of
Bhadha, who was caught
selling liquor in the past,
is involved in this business

and the villagers of
Bhadha have not been able
to stop it till date. Asha
Pardhi, Sukhmani Pardhi,
Shyama Pardhi, Madhuri
Verma, Gauri Verma,
Lalita Kosle, Janakdulari
Jalakshatri, Vimla Verma,
Silochana Verma,
Chandrika Verma,
Inderman Chauhan etc
participated in the vigi-
lance campaign .

Vigilance campaign of women continues in Budeni

Jagdalpur, Mar 15: On
Saturday, 75 couples tie
nuptial knots in the mass
marriage programme or-
ganized under the
Mukhyamantri Kanya
Vivah Yojana (MKVY) in
Babu Semra village of the
district. Of these, 66 cou-
ples got married according
to Sanatan tradition and 9
couples got married ac-
cording to Christian tradi-
tion.

On this occasion,
Parliamentary Secretary
Rekhchand Jain, while
leading the procession
reached the wedding
venue with 75 grooms
dancing and singing to the
tune of band instruments.
With him on this occasion,
Vice President of
Indravati Authority
Rajeev Sharma, Mayor
Safira Sahu, Municipal

Corporation Chairman
Kavita Sahu, Janpad
Panchayat President
Anita Poyam, District
Program Officer of
Women and Child
Development Department
Manoj Sinha including of-
ficers, employees, entry
into married life The cou-
ple and their relatives
were present.

On this occasion,
Parliamentary Secretary
Rekhchand Jain wished a
happy and prosperous life
to the young couples enter-
ing married life. He said

that the newly married
couple should lead a happy
life while serving their
parents. Vice President of
Indravati Development
Authority, Rajeev Sharma
said that Kanyadan is one
of the biggest donations in
life. He wished Maa
Danteshwari’s blessings
on all the newly wedded
couples. On this occasion,
Mayor of Jagdalpur
Municipal Corporation
Safira Sahu, Chairperson
Kavita Sahu and other
public representatives also
addressed.

75 couples tie nuptial knot under MKVY 
Parliamentary
Secretary blessed
the newlyweds

BBeemmeettaarraa,,  MMaarr  1155::  The
Graduation day of the kinder-
garten students was celebrat-
ed at Allons on Tuesday. The
Programme started with the
lighting of a candle in front of
the photo of the Goddess
Saraswati and garlanding it by
Priya Arora, Chairperson, Dr.
Satyajit Hota, Principal and the
parents. The Graduation Day is
the wonderful day when the
academic life culminates into
an all-important degree. It is a
time to celebrate with all those
people, teachers, parents and
friends who have helped us in
the student life and made
learning fun.

The programme began with
the song and the Bhajan pre-
sented by Aishwarya Arora the
mother of Hayati Arora and
Ganika Devi Pandey, grand-
mother of Avani Pandey which
left everybody spellbound as
they sang on tunes of some
vibrant music displaying
breath taking colours with
coordinated movements that
also set the tone and mood of
the atmosphere at an all-time
high. The parents presented a

brilliant performance while
performing the ramp walk with
their little children. The audi-
ence was astonished with the
magical deed. The Mothers of
the students named Prithivi,
Shreyansh, Prashika,
Shashank, Aditya, Atharva,
Aryan, Ariket, Avani
Pandey,Tanyaand etc. danced
with them. It was a hilarious
event. This was followed by the
distribution of graduate certifi-
cates to the tiny tots in gradua-
tion caps and sash along with
the felicitation of the little chil-
dren with the unique titles
describing their strengths. The
programme culminated with
the vote of thanks by the little

children and the parents who
expressed their gratitude and
appreciation to the
Management, Principal and the
teachers. It was indeed a mem-
orable experience for the little
ones and be blessed as they
continue their education in the
main stream of the school. The
main highlight of the celebra-
tion was the walking of the stu-
dents with their mothers for
their convocation. It was a
proud moment for the parents
of the little angels of kinder-
garten when their children
moved to the dais to receive
the scrolls of graduation cer-
tificates with smiling faces
wearing graduation gowns and

scholar’s caps from the
Principal. All the mothers
remembered the past memo-
ries of their childhood due to
the involvement in this event. 

Dr. Satyajit Hota, Principal
welcomed everyone and gave a
bird’s eye view of the achieve-
ments of the students. He told
the parents that their children
have maximum talents. Allons
School is always ready to help
its students for developing
their physical, intelligence,
mental, technical, vocational,
social, spiritual and adverse
quotients. The school develops
the anti-adverse skills of the
students to survive in odd con-
dition also. On seeing the

mothers courage, creativity,
imagination and extra ordinary
performance, innovation and
ambition, he said that the
future of their children will also
be bright. He also gave warm
congratulations on their gradu-
ation and best wishes for their
next adventure for today and
always by cherishing their
efforts. The credit of the grad-
uation day goes to the parents
and teachers of Kindergarten
named Shital Vaidya,  Seema
Patel, Shruti Soniwith their
coordinator Khushboo Naidu.

Pre-Primary coordinator
Khushboo Naidu handed over
the students to Primary coordi-
nator Simintani Thakur for
their further education. She
gave the commitment for her
service to bring the bright
future of the students. 

A vote of thanks was given
by Khushboo Naidu and
anchoring was done by
Khushboo Naidu & Seema
Patel. Aishwarya Arora,
Director, Ruchi Arora, Director,
Sunil Sharma, Administrator
witnessed this memorable
event. 

Graduation day of the kindergarten students commemorates ‘Susansh’

Jagdalpur, Mar 15:
Under the guidance of
District Judge and
Chairman of District
Legal Services Authority
(DLSA) Alok Kumar, in
collaboration with
National Legal Services
Authority (NLSA), New
Delhi and National
Commission for Women,
District Legal Services
Authority, Jagdalpur or-
ganized Women’s Day
Week on women’s rights
and laws in the district.
The awareness pro-
gramme was organized on
Sunday at the Gram
Panchayat Bhawan of
Gram Panchayat Balikota.

Advocates Hemlata
Nakka and Virendra
Bahote were present in
this awareness pro-
gramme as resource per-
sons and officers and em-
ployees of Health
Department and Women
and Child Development
Department as partici-
pants. The programme
was started by the

Resource Person with the
resolution song of
NALSA, garlanding the
picture of Chhattisgarh
Mahtari, lighting the
lamp. Resource person
Hemlata Nakka, advocate,
giving information about
the purpose of the above
program and legal service
schemes related to
women’s rights and free
legal aid in relation to
crimes against women,
said that crime can be con-
trolled only through edu-
cation. Important legal in-
formation related to the
Protection of Children
from Sexual Offenses Act,

Dowry Prohibition Act,
maintenance, ‘Stridhan’,
ancestral property, protec-
tion of women from do-
mestic violence act and
crime against women was
provided.

Resource person
Virendra Bahote,
Advocate, provided de-
tailed information regard-
ing the welfare schemes
run by the government for
women, including their
fundamental rights, basic
duties, legal aid schemes,
to the women present in
the program.

In the said programme,
women’s health activist

Neelam Thakur apprised
the women present about
the rights related to
women’s health. During
this, women self-help
groups including advocate
Shubham Netam, village
sarpanch Fulmati
Kashyap, deputy sarpanch
Pramila Baghel, women
health worker Nilam
Thakur, Anganwadi work-
er, Mitanin and Panch
Khageshwari Joshi,
Jitendra Nakka water col-
lection officer, karate in-
structor Poonam Netam,
Satbati Baghel Members
and women health work-
ers were present.

DLSA creates awareness about women’s rights, laws

Jagdalpur, Mar 14: In
Bodhghat police station of
the district, the matter
came to the notice of eva-
sive and evasive refusal to
pressurize for marriage.
While registering the re-
port by the victim appli-
cant, it was informed that
since the year 2018, there
was a love affair between
the accused Vidhan

Burman alias Bobby and
the applicant. Both knew
each other very well.
Accused Vidhan Burman
alias Bobby had been
physically abusing the ap-
plicant for the last five
years by taking her to dif-
ferent places on the pre-
text of marriage.

On the report, the po-
lice station in-charge

Bodghaat Dilbag Singh
appointed female sub-in-
spector Guneshwari
Nareti as the investigat-
ing officer of the case,
after registering the
crime on the report of the
applicant, arrested the
said accused Vidhan
Burman alias Bobby and
sent to jail on judicial re-
mand.

Accused of physical exploitation nabbed

Geedam/Dantewada,
Mar 15: International Day
of Mathematics program
is being organized official-
ly in the world wide coun-
tries including India. The
theme of IDM 2023 has
been set by UNESCO as
“Mathematics for

Everyone”. International
Day of Mathematics
scheme is being operated
by United Nations
Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO), International
Mathematical Union
(IMU) Berlin Germany,
Imaginary Organization
and Klaus Tshira Stiftung,
Simons Foundation.
March 14 is celebrated as
International Day of
Mathematics and Pi Day
to mark the mathematical
constant Pi (?) whose
value is 3.14. Amujuri
Biswanath, PGT lecturer
of Astha Vidya Mandir

English Medium School
Jawanga, Dantewada of
Chhattisgarh and lifetime
member expert of the
Indian Science Congress
Association, Government
of India, Department of
Science and Technology
has got the organiser
recognition from UN-
ESCO, International
Mathematical Union
Berlin Germany and
IDM314 for 2023
International Day of
Mathematics. This pro-
gram will be organized
globally through online
and offline different activi-
ties. The only one organiz-
er from Chhattisgarh,
Amujuri Biswanath said
that mathematical knowl-
edge and skills are very
useful and necessary for
everyone in human life.
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Mathematics Fortnight for
the year 2023 will be organ-
ized from 14 to 28 March.
The role and importance
of Mathematics will be
shared through various
activities. Indian Science

Congress Association, All
India Ramanujan Maths
Club, Aastha Vidya
Mandir English Medium
School Jawanga, National
Teacher Scientific Council
of India, Raman Science &
Technology Foundation,
Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam
National Council of Young
Scientists and Igniting
Dreams of Young Minds
Foundation are the key as-
sociations to organize IDM
in Chhattisgarh, India.
Various webinars, compe-
titions, projects and
awards are being organ-
ized at free of cost for stu-
dents, mathematics lovers,
teachers, professional per-
sons, educators, scientists
and general public. This
program has received con-
sent from various 20 inter-
national establishments,
institutions, councils and
commissions of the world.
Nobel Prize recipient
physicist and scientist
Albert Einstein was re-
membered on the occasion
of 144th birthday anniver-
sary.

A Biswanath gets IDM 2023 organizer recognition
From UNESCO and
International
Mathematical
Union

Ch’garh’s the only
one organizer
Amujuri Biswanath
got support from 20
int’nl organizations
and committees

Int’nl Mathematics
Fortnight 2023 will
be organised from
14 to 28 March on
the theme
“Mathematics for
Everyone”

MMuunnggeellii,,  MMaarr  1155::  District
Education Officer (DEO) and in-
charge District inspection team
Savita Rajpur conducted surprise
inspection of Swamy Atmanand
Govt English Medium School
(SAGEMS) in Daupara, Mungeli,
examination centre on Saturday.

During this the exam in Physics
and Geography of Higher
Secondary School certificate was
going on. In the Physics paper, 52
out of 54 students appeared and in
‘Geography’- 46 out of 46 students
appeared in the exam. The DEO
found the exam to be conducted
peacefully and as per rules. Along
with the flying squad, APC Sanjay
Sahu was also present.

DEO conducts inspection of examination centre
In SAGEMS Daupara
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Bilaspur, Mar 15:
SECRWWO Bilaspur
Division has always been
working for the welfare of
railway employees and
their families. Along with
this, SECRWWO  Bilaspur
has also played an impor-
tant role in preserving,
promoting and nurturing
the culture of India from
time to time.

Taking this link for-
ward, in a better effort to-
wards women empower-
ment, SECRWWO
Bilasput Division  has
started ‘Nrityangan’
Kathak practice classes at
Little Bunny School from
March 14. This Kathak

practice class ‘Nrityangan’
was formally inaugurated
with the unveiling of the
inscription from the hands
of Divisional SECRWWO
President Mrs. Shraddha
Pandey. Kathak dance
training will be given
under ‘Guru Shishya
Parampara’ by ‘ Ritesh
Sharma, Secretary of Shri
Kala Manjari Kathak
Sansthan . In this class,
along with the family
members of railway em-
ployees, people from out-
side the railway will also
be able to take admission .
As a special arrangement
for the family members of
railway employees , half
the fees of Kathak will be
given by SECRWWO .

Along with this, on 14
March 2023, under the
International Women’s

Day, SECRWWO organized
a felicitation ceremony in
the Little Bunny School
premises to honour the
women employees of the
division. President Mrs.
Shraddha Pandey was the
chief guest at the function.
On this occasion, SECRW-
WO Vice President Mrs.
Meenakshi Raj, Secretary
Mrs. Meera Yadav along
with other members and
women railway workers
were present.

The function was inau-
gurated by lighting of
lamp by the President of
SECRWWO. After this, po-
etry, song, dance and cul-
tural program were pre-
sented for the entertain-
ment of women employ-
ees. Along with this, enter-
tainment games were also
organized. In the ceremo-

ny, 40 women employees of
the division, who have
done excellent work at
their work place, were ho-
noured with lotuses by
Divisional SECRWWO
President Mrs. Shraddha
Pandey.

Chief guest and SECR-
WWO President Mrs.
Shraddha Pandey wished
everyone a Happy
Women’s Day. In her ad-
dress, she said that the
presence of all courageous
and incredible women and
the work done by you can-
not be described in a few
words. There is a special
quality in each one of you
that is propelling you for-
ward in life.

Women are like water
and can fit into any role.
personal or professional
life, big or small job,

Entrepreneur or an em-
ployee , the right mix of
combination of women is
seen in each role . The
world is incomplete with-
out women. It is woman
who brings life on this
earth. She plays an impor-
tant role in the develop-
ment of the children and
also manages her house-
hold efficiently, Pandey
maintained.

In today’s time, women
are not only self-sufficient,
but women are progress-
ing in every field. Women
have also made a special
contribution in the
progress of the country in
every field. Some people
say that a woman has no
home, but the truth is that
there is no home without a
woman, she further men-
tioned.

Kathak dance class ‘Nrityangan’
inaugurated at Little Bunny School

Women employees
honoured by 
SECRWWO Bilaspur

Ambikapur, Mar 15: On
occasion of International
Women’s Day, Adani
Foundation organised
women’s felicitation pro-
gramme in Gram Salhi of
Udaipur block here on
Monday. In this programme
organised jointly under the
social participation of
Rajasthan Rajya Vidyut
Utpadan Nigam Limited
(RRVUNL) at Adani Skill
Development Centre in
Salhi, women from more
than 14 villages near Parsa
East Kete Basen viz. Gram
Parsa, Salhi, Fattepur,
Janardhanpur, Ghatbarra,
Hariharpur and others took
part in the programme. In
this more than 500 women
from socio-economic, cul-
ture and political fields,
working women, WSHGs
and Women
E n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p
Multipurose Co-op Samiti
(MOBS) were felicitated.
This year the United
Nations have declared the
theme of Int’nl Women’s
Day as ‘Digital-All:
‘Navachar and Technology
for Gender Equality’ and its
objective is to lay emphasis
on importance of technolo-
gy in highlighting issues of
gender equality.

The programme began
with Chief Guest-
Bhojwanti Paikra- Janpad

President Udaipur and as
special guest- Santi
Kariyam- President Block
Development Centre (BDC)-
Udaipur; Ramuniya
Kariyan- Member- BDC
Salhi; Shanti Rajwarde-
Janpad member; Adani
Enterprises Ltd. (AEL) -
Surguja Cluster Head
Manoj Kumar Shahi, and as
special guests were - Amita
Singh Tekam- President
MOBS; Shiv Kumar Yadav-
Dy. Sarpanch- Parsa and
Cluster HR Head Ram
Dwivedi.

Addressing the pro-
gramme Chief Guest
Bhojwanti Paikra said that
today also there is need for
support and motivation to
women of the society for
their empowerment and de-
velopment. She hailed the
programme organised by
Adani Foundation and ex-
tended greetings of Int’nl
Women’s Day. Cluster Head
MK Shahi hailed the contri-
bution being made by girls
and women in the field of
technology through online
education as per  UN’s
theme this year and held the
need to increase the digital
technology and bring them
within their reach.

In this programme, stu-
dents of Adani Vidya
Mandir presented welcome
song and the students from
Adani Skill Development

Centre (ASDC) presented
colourful dance. Members
of MOBS were also felicitat-
ed for their works. To make
the Int’nl Women’s Day suc-
cessful, on behalf of CSR
team, Saurabh Singh, Anil
Jaiswal, Amit Rai, Praveen
Kujur, from AEL- Priyanka
Singh, Ritu, from Gram
Udami and MOBS-
Sushmita Kumari, Kumari
Jahnavi, Savitri Armo,
Veena Devi Dewangan,
Vedmati Uikey and
Bandhan Porte gave valu-
able contribution.

It is notable here that
RRVNUL, Para East Kete
Basen is carrying out many
programmes on infrastruc-
ture development and pro-
viding high quality educa-
tion, removal of unemploy-
ment. In this under removal
of unemployment, MOBS
support and funded by
Adani Foundation is run-
ning many programmes
like mid-day meal manage-
ment in commercial units;
masala processing unit;
Dairy and milk production
centre, sanitary pad produc-
tion u nit and white-phenyl
and hand-wash gel produc-
tion unit and others. This
has brought changes in eco-
nomic conditions of SHGs
members, apart from infus-
ing skill development and
making them financially in-
dependent.

More than 500 women from 14 villages felicitated 
On occasion of
Int’nl Women’s Day

By RRVUNLS, ASDC
and AEL in Gram
Salhi

Balconagar, March 14,
2023: Bharat Aluminium
Company (BALCO),
India’s iconic aluminium
producer, organized
‘Unnati Utsav’ to commem-
orate International
Women’s Day based on the
theme ‘Embrace Equity’.
In the presence of more
than 500 women from dif-
ferent Self-Help Groups
(SHGs) established by
BALCO under its commu-
nity development project
Unnati, SHG workers were
felicitated for their out-
standing achievement at
the state and national
level. These community
champions were felicitated
for their outstanding
achievements in various
CSR schemes of BALCO
like ‘Unnati’, ‘Nayi Kiran’,
‘Mor Jal Mor Maati’,
‘Arogya’ and ‘Vedanta Skill
School’. Stalls by women
entrepreneurs, a play per-
formed by the SHGs, and
cultural activities centered
around project ‘Unnati’
were the other attractions
of the event. The program
also featured a ‘Walk of
Equity’, where partici-
pants from various back-
grounds, such as farmers,
adolescent girls and boys,
transgender individuals,

BALCO employees, and
SHG women came togeth-
er to showcase the strength
in diversity and reiterated
BALCO’s commitment of
embracing equity.

During the program,
BALCO applauded com-
munity champions who
have actively participated
in various training pro-
grams and have made a
significant impact in their
communities with their
learnings. Dhaneshwari
Goswami was one of the
champions applauded for
becoming a master trainer
in chocolate production.
Piyush Kumar was recog-
nized for his contribution
to the Nayi Kiran initiative
and his efforts in raising
funds for the distribution
of sanitary napkins
among his female batch-
mates. Rekha Dahariya
was acknowledged for her
role in training communi-
ty women in stitching, em-
powering them to become
financially independent
through the Unnati
Project. Overall, 13 com-
munity champions were
recognized for their out-

standing efforts in entre-
preneurship, health aware-
ness, skill development,
and more. The awardees
expressed their gratitude
towards BALCO for its ini-
tiatives and the positive
impact they have made in
their lives.

Appreciating the posi-
tive impact of the Project
Unnati, Mr. Rajesh Kumar,
CEO & Director, BALCO,
said, “Project ‘Unnati’ is
aimed at promoting finan-
cial empowerment of
women which can help
them in establishing their
individualistic identity in
the society and enable
them to contribute to-
wards the growth and
progress of their families,
society, and nation.
BALCO is committed to
supporting women from
local communities in their
journey of self-empower-
ment by enabling them
with skills training, finan-

cial literacy, market link-
age and similar initia-
tives.”

Recently, BALCO also
launched SHG sanitary
pad manufacturing micro-
enterprise called
‘UnNaree’, under which
women will be trained to
manufacture and sell sani-
tary pads. This is a leap to-
wards ensuring good men-
strual health in the region
and creates additional in-
come streams for SHG
members.

Project Unnati focuses
on empowering and mobi-
lizing women into SHGs
and honing their capaci-
ties and skills for entrepre-
neurship and building sus-
tainable livelihoods. In this
fiscal itself, 90 new SHGs
were formed, taking the
total number to 470+ SHGs
with more than 5,000
women who greatly benefit
under the various training
modules of the project.

BALCO champions women’s empowerment
through Unnati Utsav Raigarh, Mar 15: Jalal

Rathiya from Noondarha
village is earning a profit by
selling bitter gourd grown
on his land. Hiralal from
Gare village is very happy
to see the groundnut crop
flourishing on his 6 acres of
land. Dushyant from Urba
village, who owns five acres
of land, is also happy after
selling his brinjal crop.
These farmers are feeling a
sense of relief that their
lands, which used to lie bar-
ren after one crop because
of the lack of seed support
or water, will now grow
three crops through the
year. Jalal, Hiralal and
Dushyant are among the
1,500 small farmers from 11
villages of Tamnar block,
Raigarh district, who are
reaping the benefits of the
Hariyali Wadi project, a
joint initiative of Hindalco
and NABARD.

Aditya Birla Group’s
metal flagship Hindalco

Industries Limited has col-
laborated with NABARD
(National Bank for
Agriculture and Rural
Development) to implement
Hariyali (WADI) project as
part of its Sustainable
Mining initiative. The
main objective of the proj-
ect is to augment the in-
come of tribal households
in 11 villages through
farm based and non–farm
based livelihood initia-
tives within a span of 6
years.

The scheme, launched in
August 2022, began to show
positive results within 7
months. Using the benefits
provided by this scheme,
farmers can now grow three
crops a year on their land.

Additionally, farmers are
being given access to
borewells for irrigation,
provided seeds at affordable
rates and trained through
the Krishi Vigyan Kendra to
help them get better yields
per season.

Explaining the objective
of the project, Hindalco
Coal Vertical Head Vivek
Mishra said that Hindalco
is constantly striving for the
all-round development of
the community in areas
around its coal projects. So
far, farmers of 11 villages
have been linked with this
scheme and the plan is to
scale it up in the next 6
years.

Hindalco’s Hariyali project helps tribal farmers grow 3 crops a year



AA s the world’s fastest-growing
major economy with rising

energy needs, India will account for
approximately 25% of global energy
demand growth between 2020-2040,
as per BP energy outlook and IEA
estimates.  Ensuring energy access,
availability and affordability for our
large population is an imperative.
This makes our case ‘sui generis’
and has driven our energy strategy,
now acknowledged the world over
as being pragmatic and balanced. 

HHooww  hhaass  IInnddiiaa  mmaannaaggeedd  ttoo  ddoo
tthhiiss??

When petrol and diesel prices
went up by 35-40% in U.S., Canada,
Spain and UK, and despite importing
over 85% of its crude oil require-
ments and 55% of its natural gas
requirements, prices of diesel in
India have actually gone down in the
last 1 year. When several countries
in our neighbourhood have had dry
outs and power cuts to manage
demand, there has been no shortage
of fuel anywhere in India, even dur-
ing flood and natural calamity situa-
tions.  This was made possible due
to the vision of the Hon’ble Prime
Minister Modi ji for ensuring energy
justice to our citizens. The Centre
and many BJP ruled States
announced massive cuts in excise
duty and VAT rates, twice. Oil PSUs,
being good corporate citizens,
absorbed huge losses to ensure that
the massive hikes in the prices of
crude oil and natural gas in the

international market were not
passed on to Indian consumers.
Subsidised APM Gas for city gas dis-
tribution sector was drastically
increased even at the cost of cutting
down the captive use of domestic
gas by our own PSUs. We even
imposed an export cess on petrol,
diesel and ATF and windfall tax on
domestically produced petroleum
products to prevent refiners and
producers from profiteering at the
cost of domestic consumers.

Over the years, India has expand-
ed its network of crude oil suppliers
from 27 nations to 39 nations. India
has also further strengthened its
ties with countries like the United
States(energy trade has gone up 13
times in last 4 years) and Russia to
ensure reliable supply of crude oil.
This strategic market card, as the
world’s 3rd largest importer, not
only ensured affordable energy for
Indian consumers but also had a
calming effect on global petroleum
markets. 

What is inescapable is that
India’s purchase of petroleum prod-
ucts from certain nations has actual-
ly kept the global demand and sup-
ply of around 98-100 million bar-
rels/day balanced, thereby keeping
oil prices in check for the global
value chain. Had this not been done,
global prices would have shot to
300$/barrel!  We are working on
both the traditional fuels explo-
ration as well as energy transition.

Our reforms in making India an
attractive E&P destination are
reflected in the consulting firm
Wood Mackenzie noting that India
could be the licensing wildcard of
2023. By 2025, India wants to boost
its net geographic area under explo-
ration from 8% (0.25 million sq km)
to 15% (0.5 million sq km) and has
reduced the prohibited/no-go areas
in our Exclusive Economic Zone
(EEZ) by 99%, releasing nearly 1
million sq. km. for exploration.

However, as demonstrated by
Modi Ji at Glasgow, we remain
steadfast in our Climate Change
commitments – becoming net-zero
in emissions by 2070 and cutting
down emission by 1 billion tons by
the end of 2030.

We are also rapidly expanding our
petrochemical production, in line
with the massive increase in living
standards and rapid urbanisation.
India is a global exporter of petrole-
um products and its refining capaci-
ty is the fourth largest in the world
after the United States, China, and
Russia. Efforts are underway to fur-
ther enhance this capacity to 450
MMT by 2040. The refining capacity
expansion was also one of the major
factors in ensuring fuel price stabili-
ty during the international oil price
volatilities seen in the last year. 

India is also accelerating its
efforts to move towards a gas-
based economy by increasing the
share of gas from the current 6.3%
to 15% by 2030. India has connect-
ed more than 9.5 crore families with
clean cooking fuel in the past nine
years. PNG connections have
increased from 22.28 lakh in 2014 to
over 1 crore in 2023. The number of
CNG stations in India has gone up
from 938 in 2014 to 4900 in 2023.
Since 2014, India has increased the
length of its gas pipeline network
from 14,700 kms to 22,000 kms in
2023. At the recently concluded
India Energy Week 2023, India took
a giant stride in her biofuel revolu-

tion by launching E20, i.e., 20%
ethanol blended gasoline by the
Hon’ble Prime Minister, which will
be rolled out in 15 cities and
expanded across the country in the
next two years. India’s ethanol
blending gasoline has grown from
just 1.53% in 2013-14 to 10.17% in
2023, and now India is also setting
up five 2nd generation ethanol
which can convert agricultural
waste into Biofuel, further reducing
pollution due to stubble burning
and generating income for farmers. 

National Green Hydrogen Mission
has been launched with an outlay of
Rs. 19,744 crores to develop the
entire green hydrogen ecosystem in
the country & accelerate India’s
efforts towards 4 MT of annual
Green Hydrogen production & Rs. 1
lakh crore of cumulative fossil fuel
import savings by 2030. India is
poised to realize its full potential to
create Green Hydrogen ecosystem
by 2030. Just like our energy strate-
gy, we are also taking an integrated
path for transitioning India’s future
mobility pathwys. Therefore, along
with Green Hydrogen and Biofuels,
India is also supporting Electric
Vehicles through a Production
Linked Incentive scheme to make
advanced chemistry cells of 50
Gigawatt hours and have
announced Viability Gap Funding
and customs duty exemptions for
the sector. We are targeting the
installation of Alternate Fuel
Stations (EV charging/ CNG/ LPG/
LNG/ CBG etc.) at 22,000 Retail
Outlets by May 2024. As we grow to
become a USD 26 trillion economy
by our Amrit Kaal target of 2047, we
are implementing a unique strategy
for ensuring energy security and
achieving energy independence,
inspired by the vision of the Hon’ble
Prime Minister Modi Ji.

((TThhee  aauutthhoorr  iiss  UUnniioonn  MMiinniisstteerr  ffoorr
PPeettrroolleeuumm  &&  NNaattuurraall  GGaass  aanndd
HHoouussiinngg  &&  UUrrbbaann  AAffffaaiirrss..))
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Disruptions 
in House

Rowdy disruptions and walk-
outs by MPs have become rou-
tine, leading to a complete
washout of a session, at times.
This is not what citizens expect
from their elected representa-
tives. As citizens, we expect
serious discussions from elect-
ed members leading to the
framing of laws that are for the
welfare of the public and the
country as a whole. The role of
opposition parties is as impor-
tant as that of the party in
power. A strong Opposition is
the cornerstone of a thriving
democracy. It should question
the government on any flaws in
Bills to be passed and imple-
mentation of policies. The
Opposition is the watchdog
appointed by the people.
Members from both benches
should engage in serious dis-
cussions, rising above personal
animosity and not resorting to
name-calling. Members from
the ruling party are expected to
lend an ear to issues raised by
Opposition parties and work
out ways to settle and compro-
mise. Neutrality of the Speaker
should be clearly evident. It is
high time that our elected rep-
resentatives prioritize the wel-
fare of the public and the coun-
try, rather than engaging in dis-
ruptive behavior. Let us all
strive towards a healthy
democracy.

MMaannoojj  KKuummaarr,,  RRaaiippuurr

Chip agreement
India can become a semiconduc-
tor manufacturing hub and has
the potential to excel in this field,
but it would require significant
investment in building research
and development capabilities.
Furthermore, such an investment
could not only benefit India but
could also boost its role in the
global supply chain. While the
United States currently leads the
world in semiconductor design,
India has a considerable talent
pool in this field. Therefore, I
believe that cooperation between
both nations could be mutually
beneficial.

Kuldip Thakur, Zirakpur

Missing deadline
It is concerning that India contin-
ues to be the world's top arms
importer. The fact that 23 DRDO
projects have missed their dead-
lines should be alarming for
those in charge. However, the
recent display of India's war
machines has shown that our
indigenous technology is second
to none. It is time for India to
invest its time, energy, and for-
eign exchange in developing
indigenous technology. Doing so
would yield more dependable
results and put India at the fore-
front of technological advance-
ment. We must reduce our
reliance on imported weapons
and focus on becoming self-suffi-
cient in this field.

RRSS  KKiisshhttwwaarriiaa,,  PPaallaammppuurr
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Noida: Vehicles stuck in a traffic jam near Film City, in Noida, Wednesday, March 15.

TRAFFIC JAM 

AA s the Taliban continues to hold power in
Afghanistan after seizing control of the country in

August 2021, India's relationship with the new regime
remains a critical concern for the nation's foreign policy.
While India has not officially endorsed the Taliban's legit-
imacy, it has recognized the reality of their rule and the
need to engage with them. The participation of Taliban
officials in an online training course, conducted under the
Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation (ITEC) pro-
gram, is a significant step towards rebuilding the Delhi-
Kabul relationship. The four-day course, entitled
'Immersing with Indian Thoughts,' aims to provide dele-
gates from various countries, including Afghanistan, with
a deeper understanding of India's business environment,
cultural heritage, and regulatory ecosystem. The
Institute of Diplomacy, which falls under Afghanistan's
foreign ministry, promptly shared the ITEC invite, indi-
cating the Taliban's eagerness to reach out to India. The
Taliban sees India as a major stakeholder in facilitating
long-term peace and stability in Afghanistan. India has a
strong interest in safeguarding its investments in
Afghanistan, having invested billions of dollars in 500-odd
projects after the US invasion of 2001. The Taliban's will-
ingness to engage with India is crucial for India to resume
financial and technical assistance for these development
ventures. India's tough stance on cross-border terrorism
also puts the Taliban under pressure to rein in Pakistan-
based terror groups that use Afghan territory to foment
trouble in the region. While India's decision to reopen its
embassy in Kabul last year was seen as a positive step
towards strengthening the Delhi-Kabul relationship, India
must adopt a pragmatic and proactive approach to
engage with the Taliban. A constructive engagement with
the Taliban is necessary to safeguard India's interests in
Afghanistan and play a key role in facilitating long-term
peace and stability in the region. India's recent decision
to send wheat to the crisis-hit country through Iran's
Chabahar port instead of taking the road route via
Pakistan shows its continued commitment to providing
humanitarian aid to Afghanistan. This approach not only
circumvents Pakistan but also strengthens India's strate-
gic ties with Iran. Engaging with the Taliban is critical for
India to protect its interests in Afghanistan. While it may
be challenging to find common ground with the new
regime, India's pragmatic and proactive approach could
pave the way for future collaborations and a long-term
solution to the Afghanistan crisis.

Engaging with Taliban

India’s unique energy pathways

KKaajjaall  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee

Perhaps the critics of Rahul
Gandhi are not aware of the
saying "people who live in
glass houses shouldn't
throw stones". Else they
wouldn't have accused that
Rahul has "showcased
India's partisan politics in a
foreign land".

And before accusing
Rahul of engaging in "parti-
san politics in a foreign
land"; the "nationalist" crit-
ics should look inwards and
find out exactly which per-
son regularly comes up with
dialogues of "Nothing
Happened prior to 2014" in
foreign lands. Who has
often boasted abroad that
before he took over the
reins of the country; India
was nothing but  "Scam
India" with citizens feeling
ashamed to call themselves
"Indian" and that "India was
begging earlier and would

not beg more". Even the
whole Gandhi family(includ-
ing the "son-in-law") have
been repeatedly character-
assassinated on foreign
tours.m By consigning all
norms of neutrality to obliv-
ion, the biased prejudiced
"pundits" are also zealously
seen to "prove" the "great-
ness" of a particular
regime/ party /leader by
invoking electoral success
being registered in various
states and in two successive
general polls. Have they
heard that Mahatma Gandhi
saying --- "Even if you are a
minority of one, the truth is
the truth"! Of course mock-
ing of Gandhian philoso-
phies have been turned into
"in-thing" in "New India";
but that does not alter the
hard truth. Yes, truth is nei-
ther a "TV reality-show" nor
social-media post that it's
worth would depend upon
the number of votes/likes

garnered. So "popular
votes" can never function as
the yardstick to "prove" the
"great" governance of any
regime party or leader ! So
the critics may please lay
stress on facts and realities
on the ground instead of
trying to "justify" all issues
through numerical muscle
or "mainstream". However,
in the context of the 2021
West Bengal Assembly
results, this very biased lot
cleverly deviate from their
own "majoritarian" script.
So instead of acknowledg-
ing the massive defeat of
their favourite party despite
the whole State machinery
led by the Who's Who of the
dominant regime at play;
the "pundits" shamelessly
put forward flimsy excuses
of "rigging" and "threats"
behind that electoral defeat
in 2021. If mere votes act as
the "litmus test" for "quali-
ty of governance"; then why

don't they award due credit
to the governance of
Mamata Banerjee in West
Bengal, that too by securing
incremental votes in succes-
sive terms. Instead of mock-
ing Rahul, all people should
congratulate him for laying
stress on India's political
identity being a "Union of
states". The very first point
of Article 1, Draft
Constitution, 1948 specifi-
cally mentions "India shall
be a Union of States". So it
is getting proved that either
the critics are unaware of
the basic Idea of India itself
or intentionally assault the
inherent spirit and founda-
tion of the Constitution!
And of course Rahul has
committed a "great sin" of
sorts by stressing para-
mount importance of diver-
gent identities and the need
to negotiate a rainbow
coalition! How can mem-
bers of such an outfit toler-

ate the fact of heterogene-
ity which forms the ultimate
essence of India. Won't the
mission of narrow parochial
imperialist concept of
"Hindi-Hindu-Hindustan"
get thwarted if linguistic
and religious diversity are
allowed to enjoy its rightful
place under the "New
Indian" sun.  Whether Rahul
Gandhi's rarefied views
have few takers or billion
takers is inconsequential;
rather it must be seen
whether Rahul is uttering
the truth or not and in this
parameter he has passed
with flying colours. Only a
true Hindu with a national
vision can declare ---
"There is absolutely nothing
Hindu about wanting to
murder people and beat
people up". All true Hindus
and Indians feel utmost
pride for having the human-
itarian Rahul Gandhi in their
midst.

Truth dosen't depend upon number of Votes/Likes

II s the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) falling behind in its
efforts to combat inflation? This is the question that

has resurfaced as inflation rates in India hit a three-
month high of 6.52% in January. Despite a hawkish stance
from the RBI in its last Monetary Policy Committee
(MPC) meeting, fixed-income markets have already ruled
out the possibility of rate hikes, and analysts have con-
cluded that the RBI’s rate-hike cycle has come to an end.
However, the current situation in India suggests that
there is a discrepancy between wholesale prices and con-
sumer prices, which raises concerns about whether infla-
tion will rise or fall. While businesses have experienced a
significant reduction in inflation expectations aided by
decreasing input costs, consumers face a different sce-
nario. The rise in food prices, such as cereals and milk, is
expected to outweigh the declines in prices of vegeta-
bles, cooking oil, and eggs, at least in terms of the gen-
eral perception of an increase in food prices. The higher-
than-expected January inflation, along with a more hawk-
ish tone from members of the MPC, tilts the risk balance
for the MPC going forward. Therefore, the probability of
a rate hike in April has increased, given the higher infla-
tion in January and the more hawkish stance of some
members of the Monetary Policy Committee. It is impor-
tant to note that if there is a degree of pricing power in
the economy, it is likely a reflection of strong growth
momentum. However, this momentum may weaken in the
coming months as the combination of high-interest rates,
tight liquidity in the banking sector, and a loss of global
GDP momentum causes growth to decline somewhat. As
a result, the fading of pricing power is likely to become
more apparent. Therefore, the RBI must balance the need
to combat inflation with the need to maintain growth
momentum in the economy. The central bank cannot
afford to delay action, as doing so could lead to a situa-
tion where the momentum of the economy is lost, result-
ing in a hard landing. Ultimately, the RBI must take deci-
sive action to maintain stability in the Indian economy.

Inflation Concerns: 
RBI’s Dilemma
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issues for our editorial page. Submissions should be between 800-900 words in
length. In addition, we welcome letters to the editor for this page. While letters

may be edited for clarity, we aim to preserve the integrity of the original message,
and ask that they be kept to around 50-60 words. Submissions can be sent via

email to editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com.

HARDEEP S PURI

A Pragmatic Approach for India's Interests in Afghanistan



Mumbai, Mar 15: 

Sleep is a crucial element of
everyone’s overall health and
wellbeing. So, let’s gift our-
selves quality sleep and a
sound mind as Amazon.in
brings exciting deals and
offers this World Sleep
Daywith its sale planned from
15th - 19th March. Customers
can avail up to 75% discount
on Mattresses, beds, pil-
lows, bedsheets, and all
your sleep essentials on
Amazon.in’s one-stop desti-
nation and convert their
home into a happy world.
Get access to 1000+ deals
across 50+ top brands and
get your sleep solution this
World Sleep Day.
Customers can get up to
10% instant discount on

ICICI bank credit cards and
EMI offers while shopping for
your everyday sleep essen-
tials. Customers can also
avail benefits like scheduled
delivery, quality-verified*
selection, and no-cost EMI for
upto 24 months* across popu-
lar brands such as The Sleep
Company, Livpure, Amazon
brand Solimo, Duroflex and
Sleepyheadamong others.
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BRIEF

Ceased operations

New Delhi: The gov-
ernment on Tuesday
said that 559 foreign
companies ceased op-
erations in the coun-
try since 2018.
Meanwhile, as many
as 469 foreign compa-
nies started opera-
tions in the country,
according to a written
reply by Minister of
State for Corporate
Affairs Rao Inderjit
Singh in the Rajya
Sabha. These figures
are from 2018 till
March 9 this year. So
far this year, two for-
eign companies have
stopped operations.
The number stood at
78 in 2022, 115 (in 2021)
and 120 (in 2020).

FTP release

New Delhi: The gov-
ernment is expected to
release the new five-
year foreign trade poli-
cy (FTP) by the end of
this month, with a
view to promoting the
country's outbound
shipments of goods
and services, a top offi-
cial said on
Wednesday. The cur-
rent foreign trade poli-
cy (2015-20) is in force
till March 31, 2022.
Commerce Secretary
Sunil Barthwal said
that the ministry has
looked at various as-
pects of that FTP as
the policy is basically
the collection of vari-
ous incentive schemes.

Budget presentation

Gairsain:
Uttarakhand finance
minister Prem Chand
Aggarwal on
Wednesday presented
the annual budget for
the financial year
2023-24 in the state as-
sembly here, an-
nouncing an increase
in capital expendi-
ture. Aggarwal pre-
sented the budget on
the third day of the
state assembly's on-
going budget session
in Uttarakhand's
summer capital
Gairsain.

Recognised
startups 

New Delhi: As many
as 92,683
entities
have
been
recog-
nised as
startups
by the
Ministry
of
Commerce and
Industry as on
February 28 this year,
Parliament was in-
formed on
Wednesday. These
startups are eligible
for availing tax and
non-tax benefits
under the Startup
India initiative.

CII PARTNERSHIP SUMMIT

Union Minister for Health & Family Welfare and Chemicals & Fertilizers Mansukh Mandaviya addresses on
'One Health: Integrated, Collaborative and Multisectoral Approach to Optimal Health' at Confederation of
Indian Industry's (CII) Partnership Summit 2023, in New Delhi, Wednesday, March 15.

New Delhi, Mar 15: 

Contracting for the
third month in a row,
India's exports declined by
8.8 per cent to USD 33.88
billion in February due to
slowdown in global de-
mand, even as the trade
deficit touched about a
year low of USD 17.43 bil-
lion during the month, ac-
cording to official data re-
leased on Wednesday.
Imports also declined by
8.21 per cent to USD 51.31
billion as against USD 55.9
billion recorded in the cor-
responding month last
year. Cumulatively, howev-
er during April-February

this fiscal, the country's
overall merchandise ex-
ports rose by 7.5 per cent to
USD 405.94 billion.
Imports during the period
increased by 18.82 per cent
to USD 653.47 billion. The
merchandise trade deficit
for the April-February this
fiscal stood at about USD
247.53 billion. The coun-
try's exports had contract-
ed by 6.58 per cent to USD
32.91 billion in December
2022. In February 2022, the
trade deficit was USD 18.75
billion. Last time, it was in
January 2022 when the
trade deficit touched USD
17.42 billion. Commerce
secretary Sunil Barthwal
said that going by the
trend, India's goods and
services exports will cross
USD 750 billion in 2022-23.

"We have kept the momen-
tum despite the global
headwinds. Exporters
have kept the momentum.
Services exports are doing
extremely well. Trade
deficit has really come
down. Hopefully we will be
doing better," Barthwal
told reporters here. He
added that the ministry
has started exercise to fix
the target for the next fis-
cal also. Export sectors
that recorded negative
growth during the 11-
month period of this fiscal
included engineering
goods, gems and jewellery,
cotton yarn/fabrics/made-
ups, and plastic and
linoleum.

Engineering exports
dipped to USD 98.86 billion
during April-February

2022-23 from USD 101.15
billion in the same period
last fiscal. In the same pe-
riod, gems and jewellery
shipments declined to
USD 35.21 billion from
USD 35.32 billion during
April-February 2022-23.
Sectors which recorded
positive growth included
petroleum products, chem-
icals, pharma, electronic
goods, rice, ready-made
garments of textiles.

Gold imports during
April-February this fiscal
contracted to USD 31.72, as
against USD 45.12 billion
in the same period last
year. In the 11 months of
the current fiscal, crude
oil imports rose to USD
193.47 billion as against
USD 140.67 billion in the
same period of 2021-22.

Exports dip for 3rd 
consecutive month in Feb

Trade deficit narrows
to USD 17.43 bn

New Delhi, Mar 15: 

Several banks, including
HDFC Bank and UCO
Bank, have opened as
many as 30 special vostro
accounts as of date to facil-
itate overseas trade in the
rupee, a top government
official said on Wednesday.
Director General of
Foreign Trade (DGFT)
Santosh Kumar Sarangi
said as of date, some 18
countries have already
opened special vostro ac-
counts with Indian banks.
"About 30 banks from over-
seas countries have signed
up with 30 banks on our
side, so 30 accounts...The
transaction has started in
bits and pieces," he told re-
porters here.

Sberbank and VTB
Bank -- the largest and sec-
ond-largest banks of
Russia, respectively -- are
the first foreign lenders to

receive the approval after
the RBI announced the
guidelines on overseas
trade in the rupee in July
last year. Another Russian
bank Gazprom, which does
not have its unit in India,
has also opened this ac-
count with Kolkata-based
UCO Bank.

The move to open the
special vostro account
clears the deck for settle-
ment of payments in rupee
for trade between India
and Russia, enabling cross-
border trade in the Indian
currency, which the RBI is
keen to promote. The RBI
has allowed the special
vostro accounts to invest
the surplus balance in
Indian government securi-
ties to help popularise the
new arrangement. Last
year, the RBI and finance
ministry asked the top
management of banks and
representatives of trade

bodies to push export and
import transactions in the
rupee. They want banks in
India to connect with their
foreign counterparts for
opening special rupee
vostro accounts to facili-
tate cross-border trade in
the Indian currency rather
than the popular mode of
the US dollar. When asked
about the international
currency in which India is
paying Russia for oil,
Commerce Secretary Sunil
Barthwal said as energy
trade is not under sanc-
tions, energy trade from
Russia is not impacted and
normal banking channels
are being used for pay-
ments.

Sarangi said that pay-
ments happen in different
currencies, including euro,
dollar, and dirham, and
could be in yuan. "It would
be in any convertible cur-
rency," Barthwal said.

Banks from 18 nations open 30 special
vostro accounts for trade in rupee

Mumbai, Mar 15:  

Honda Motorcycle and
Scooter India on
Wednesday launched its
100-cc Shine 100 motorcy-
cle at an introductory
price of Rs 64,900 (ex-show-
room Maharashtra)
and said it targets to
sell 3 lakh units in a
year of mass mar-
ket category bike
with plans to
ramp up the vol-
umes to 6 lakh
units over a period
of the next three
years. The 100-cc segment
accounts for almost one-
third of the total two-
wheeler market in the
country. The Indian arm of
the Japanese two-wheeler
maker Honda also said it is
looking at utilising its total
capacity next fiscal. HMSI's
capacity stands at 5.2 mil-
lion units per annum and it
is currently operating at al-
most 100 per cent capacity.
"Shine 100 is Honda's next
big leap to make mobility
more accessible and afford-
able for people across
India. We continue to pri-
oritise the needs and aspi-

rations of our customers,"
said Atsushi Ogata,
Managing Director,
President and CEO of
Honda Motorcycle and
Scooter India at the launch.
The production of Shine
100 will commence next
month while its deliveries
will begin in May, the com-
pany said. Shine is the
highest-selling motorcycle
in the HMSI portfolio.
"Internal target (for Shine
100) is 3-lakh units," Ogata
said and added that the tar-
get for the next three years
is to attain 6-lakh units.
According to the compa-

ny's operating officer, sales
and marketing Yogesh
Mathur, the industry has

shown green shoots
with business back
to normal and the

two-wheeler indus-
try has bounced
back with 16 per
cent growth. "As

far as an overall port-
folio is concerned, we
are confident that

with this kind of prod-
uct along with price, we

will be able to touch the
3-lakh unit sales target," he
said. "HMSI is growing
faster than the industry,"
he said and added that it
has consolidated its posi-
tion further with a 1.3 per
cent market share gain in
retail sales and 1 per cent
in wholesales. Amid the
two-wheeler demand grad-
ually bouncing back, it is
looking to start a new man-
ufacturing line at its
Gujarat facility, Ogata said.
"The demand is coming
back and with the intro-
duction of Shine 100, for
the first time I expect that
next year we will be operat-
ing close to our total capac-
ity," he said.

HMSI launches 100-cc Shine,
looks to sell 3 lakh units in a year

Mumbai, Mar 15: 

The rupee declined by 25
paise to 82.62 (provisional)
against the US dollar on
Wednesday amid a strong
greenback against major
currencies overseas and un-
abated foreign fund out-
flows. Traders said negative
sentiment in the domestic
equity market also hit the
domestic currency. At the
interbank foreign ex-
change, the domestic unit
opened strong at 82.32
against the dollar and trad-
ed in a range of 82.30 and
82.62. It finally settled at
82.62 (provisional) against
the American currency, a
fall of 25 paise against its
previous close. This is the
third consecutive day of de-
cline in the rupee. On
Tuesday, the rupee settled
at 82.37 against the US dol-
lar. Meanwhile, the dollar
index, which gauges the
greenback's strength
against a basket of six cur-
rencies, rose 0.43 per cent to
104.04. Global oil bench-
mark Brent crude futures
rose 0.46 per cent to USD
77.81 per barrel. On the do-
mestic equity market front,
the 30-share BSE Sensex fell

344.29 points or 0.59 per cent
to 57,555.90 points while the
broader NSE Nifty declined
71.15 points or 0.42 per cent
to 16,972.15 points. Foreign
Institutional Investors
(FIIs) remained net sellers
in the capital markets on
Tuesday as they offloaded
shares worth Rs 3,086.96
crore, according to ex-
change data.

Unlike domestic market
benchmark indices, global
markets were mostly up-
beat on expectations of a
slower interest rate hike by
the US Federal Reserve on
the back of lower inflation.
In February, the US con-
sumer price index came in
largely in line with expecta-
tions at 6 per cent.

Rupee falls 25 paise to
82.62 against US dollar

Mumbai, Mar 15: 

Benchmark BSE
Sensex pared its early
gains to close down by 344
points at a five-month low
while Nifty slid below the
17,000 level on Wednesday
due to selling in banking,
financial and telecom
stocks. Persistent foreign
capital drain from the do-
mestic market and linger-
ing concerns over banks'
health and high inflation
dented market sentiment,
traders said. Falling for
the fifth straight session,
the 30-share BSE Sensex
closed lower by 344.29
points or 0.59 per cent at
57,555.90 with 21 of its
stocks ending in the red.
After a gap up opening,
the index surged over 570
points to touch a high of
58,473.63 amid positive
Asian markets in early
trade.

The stock markets,
however, lost steam after
a weak opening of
European stocks which
retreated on fears that the

European Central Bank
may hike rates by 25 basis
points. The Sensex
tanked more than 1,000
points from the day's high
to hit a low of 57,455.67.
Marking its fifth straight
day of losses, the broader
NSE Nifty declined 71.15
points or 0.42 per cent to
end at 16,972.15, with 28 of
its stocks ending with
losses.

IndusInd Bank was the
biggest loser in the
Sensex pack, shedding
nearly 2 per cent, followed
by Bharti Airtel, Reliance
Industries, HDFC twins,
SBI, HUL, Tata Motors,
Nestle India and Axis
Bank. On the other hand,
Asian Paints, Tata Steel,
Titan and L&T were
among the gainers, rising
up to 3.03 per cent.

Sensex falls for 5th day,
Nifty slides below 17,000

On FII selling, 
rate hike fears

World Sleep Day sale
at Amazon.in

New Delhi, Mar 15:  

Prevent highly intoxicat-
ed travellers from boarding
the aircraft, limit alcohol
intake, instal CCTV cam-
eras and sensitise staff
about sexual harassment
are part of the detailed
guidelines given by DCW to
the aviation regulator amid
rising incidents of unruly
passengers on flights.

In a letter to the DGCA,
the Delhi Commission for
Women said it has observed
increasing incidents of dis-
ruptive and unruly passen-
gers on flights in recent
months, adding such inci-

dents are extremely un-
pleasant and traumatising
for the passengers. "Media
has reported recent cases of
harassment and miscon-
duct by passengers in two
flights, one on 26
November, 2022 in which a
man reportedly flashed his
private part and urinated
on a 70-year-old woman in
an Air India flight from
New York to New Delhi and
another on 6 December,
2022 in which a man again
urinated on the seat of his
fellow woman passenger on
an Air India flight from
Paris to New Delhi. It has
been reported that both
these men were in a highly
inebriated state," the panel
said. It said it has taken
suo-moto cognizance of

these incidents and issued
a notice to DGCA, seeking
details of the action taken
by them in these mentioned
incidents along with the
guidelines issued by the
body to airlines for tackling
such cases. "In response,
the panel was provided a
copy of certain guidelines
by DGCA along with a copy
of the advisory issued by
DGCA dated 06/01/2023 to
be followed by all airlines.
"Upon examining the
guidelines and the adviso-
ry, the commission has ob-
served that these do not
provide specific instruc-
tions to airlines to properly
handle, report, and redress
cases of sexual harassment
of female passengers at air-
port or on flights.

Prevent highly intoxicated travellers
from boarding aircraft

Install CCTV cameras:
DCW tells DGCA

Washington, Mar 15:  

India needs to remove
impediments to the ease of
doing business, the head of
a top Indian-American
business advocacy group
has said, asserting that the
country has made some
progress but has a long
way to go to match
Singapore or Hong Kong.

Mukesh Aghi, the presi-
dent of the US India
Strategic and Partnership
Forum (USISPF), said the
India-US relationship is
strong and is growing pos-
itively in every aspect.
"When you look at geopo-
litically, the Quad seems to
move forward. You look at

I2U2 moving forward," he
told PTI. Noting that a
booming Indian economy
is helping the US, he said
the Boeing order by Air
India created over a mil-
lion high-paying jobs in
America. "We're expecting
Indigo also to place an

order. India is pulling the
economic engine of
growth for the United
States," Aghi said.

In one of the largest air-
craft orders by an airline,
Tata Group-owned Air
India last month an-
nounced it will buy 470 nar-
row-body and wide-body
planes from Airbus and
Boeing, with the total deal
value estimated to be worth
USD 80 billion (over Rs 6.40
lakh crore). Air India will
buy 250 aircraft, including
40 wide-body A350 planes,
from European aviation
major Airbus, and 220
planes from US aircraft
maker Boeing under sepa-
rate deals.

Long way to go for India is to benchmark itself
with Singapore, Hong Kong: USISPF chief

New Delhi, Mar 15: 
Hero Electric on Wednesday
said it is set to roll out over
10 lakh vehicles annually in
the next two to three years
from its manufacturing units
in India. The company, which
launched new versions of its
three electric scooter models
priced between Rs 85,000 and
Rs 1.3 lakh, plans to set up a
greenfield plant at Rajasthan
with an annual production
capacity of 20 lakh units with
an investment of around Rs
1,200 crore. "We have worked
closely with our partners to
cater to the surging demand
for EVs in the country. 

Hero Electric set to
roll out over 10 lakh
vehicles annually in
next two-three years

Guwahati, Mar 15:  

Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG) Girish
Chandra Murmu on
Wednesday expressed hope
that the Rajasthan govern-
ment will not do away with
the well established treas-
ury system of accounting as
changes can disrupt prepa-
ration and authentication of
accounts and also transfer
of funds by the Centre to the
state. Moreover, he added,
as per the provisions of the
Constitution, the account-
ing format can only be pre-
scribed by the President in
consultation with the CAG.
The Rajasthan government
has been contemplating to

dispense with the current
treasury system of account-
ing and introduce a Pay and
Accounts Office independ-
ently. "Accounting stan-
dards and accounting for-
mat, as per the
Constitution, is to be pre-
scribed by the President of
India in consultation with
the CAG...I think the state
government will take note
of this constitutional provi-
sion.

CAG wants Rajasthan govt
not to abandon treasury

system of accounting



ACROSS
1. If not
5. Not wild
9. Dickens title beginning (2 wds.)
14. Charged atoms
15. High cards
16. Fathered
17. Small pest
18. On a ____ (with little money)
20. Feminine pronoun
21. Fret
22. Formal agreement

23. Gave medical aid to
25. Oahu wreaths
26. "Viva ____ Vegas"
27. Foray
28. Nile viper
31. Dapper
34. Nashville's state
36. Healing plant
37. Roberts and Clapton
38. Isn't, incorrectly
39. Support for an institution
41. Knife feature

42. Double curve
43. Self-centered
44. Casual shirt
45. Religious order
46. Nervous strain
50. Sahara, e.g.
53. Mother's sister
54. Heat's league (abbr.)
55. Easy to reach
57. Molecule component
58. Stock unit
59. Have to
60. Liberate
61. Racetrack animal
62. School gps.
63. Hurl

DOWN
1. Black pool ball
2. Recluse
3. Type of drum
4. NH time zone
5. Samples food
6. Was sore
7. Cat's cry
8. Compass point (abbr.)
9. With a leg on each side
10. Becomes weary
11. Diva's solo
12. Fasting season
13. Jumpy
19. Beer mugs
21. Don't go
24. Tailor
25. Cyclist ____ Armstrong
27. Royal rule
28. Vietnam's continent

29. Broadcast
30. Singer ____ Seeger
31. Neck area
32. Oh, dear!
33. Toddlers
34. Distinguishing quality
35. ____ tax
37. Makes into law
40. Supervise
41. Not straight
44. Religious beliefs
45. Prophets
46. Oklahoma metropolis
47. Preface
48. Certain woodwinds
49. Monikers
50. Punctuation mark
51. Repeat
52. Blemish
53. Adjoin
56. Naughty child
57. Sternward
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Bollywood actress
Sara Ali Khan
walked the ramp at

the Lakme Fashion Week
in Mumbai for Punit
Balana -- a fashion design-
er from Rajasthan who
launched his latest collec-
tion which reflected the
desert state's folklore, cul-
ture and joy.

Walking the ramp for
Punit for Lakme Fashion
Week in partnership with
FDCI, Sara said: "The col-
lection highlights textures
inspired by the Kalbelia
community of Rajasthan,
their folklore, literature
and the culture that not
only binds the Indian state
of Rajasthan but one that
also acts as a bridge be-
tween this state and Indian
culture in a larger context.

"I am thrilled to be
walking for Punit Balana
and showcasing his stun-
ning collection, which
stays true to its meaning
of celebration of a joyous
occasion," she
added.Punit, who hails
from Jaipur, says that he
draws inspiration from
"our rich heritage, the
philosophies of culture
and the voices from histo-
ry".

The audience was treat-
ed to an exhilarating live
performance by Kalbelia
dancers, which beautiful-
ly captured the essence of

the 'Utsav' collection.
With block prints in-

spired by Rajasthani his-
tory, particularly that of
the Kalbelia community,
and bandhani, the latest
collection represented
craftsmanship in terms of
silhouettes, ranging from
classic collection outfits to
new, contemporary ones --
reimagined lehengas and
peplum sets, heavily em-
bellished kurtas for men
and many more to suit the
effortless sartorial sensi-
bilities of the modern-day
woman and man.

Speaking about the col-
lection and his show at
Lakme Fashion week, de-
signer Punit Balana says:
"For me, what's most im-
portant while designing a
new collection are my
roots, my surroundings. I
never have to look beyond
Jaipur and Rajasthan for
inspiration. There's so
much about our history
that remains untapped
and I really hope that one
collection after another, I
can show people how con-
temporary our culture
can truly be."

The designs showcased
on the ramp were styled
along with stunning jew-
ellery pieces from JKJ
Jewellers in Jaipur, which
complemented each en-
semble from the 'Utsav'
collection perfectly.

Sara Ali Khan walks ramp 
at Lakme Fashion Week for

designer Punit Balana Star Bharat has con-
sistently worked to
produce content

that engages and capti-
vates its viewers using
tried-and-true tech-
niques. Since these
shows first aired, view-
ers have showered them
with praise. While "Na
Umra Ki Seema Ho" de-
fies a patriarchal society
rule that views a signifi-
cant age gap between two
people in love as forbid-
den, "Ajooni" is a time-
less love story with a
blend of drama, enter-
tainment, and romance.
The show has enter-
tained the audiences
with it’s beautiful and in-
triguing plot since its
start and now has com-
pleted its 200 episodes
which arrays how far it
has come completing a
milestone.

Ajooni stars Shoaib
Ibrahim as Rajveer and
Ayushi Khurana as
Ajooni, who makes her
debut on the show.
They've been fantastic in
highlighting their parts
and bringing forth the
spirit of their personali-
ties, proving their versa-
tility. In the show, their
love-hate relationship
adds to the entertain-
ment factor.

The attractive and affa-
ble Iqbal Khan and
Rachana Mistry play the
key roles in Na Umra Ki
Seema Ho. The viewers

have been riveted to their
seats by their chemistry.
Since its debut, the show
has topped the charts
and delighted viewers.

‘Ajooni’ and ‘Na Umra
Ki Seema Ho’ has now
completed its 150
episodes since its release
and is now gearing up to
celebrate this milestone.
The actors express their
happiness and share
their thoughts getting
candid enthusiastically

says:
Shoaib aka Rajveer

from Ajooni says,
“Another milestone of
200 episodes crossed
today and it’s all because
of all the love we have re-
cieved from the viewers
that we are able to cross
all these milestones. A
big thank from me ki aap
Sabhi ne Rajveer Bagga
ko itna pyaar diya hai
and with every day I can
see the love growing!
bass yahi wada hai sabhi
viewers se isi tarah
aapko entertain karte ra-
henge. aaplog bass yuhi
saath bane rahiyega.”

Rachana Mistry aka
Vidhi from ‘Na Umra Ki
Seema Ho’ says, “
Rachana Mistry who
plays the role of Vidhi I
the show say, "I'm very
happy that we've marked
a journey of completing
200 episodes of the show
'Na Umra Ki Seema Ho'
Star Bharat. Although
it’s just a start of reach-
ing more milestones we
are hoping for many
more to come but I be-
lieve we should celebrate
every little thing
throughout the journey. I
hope the audience will
keep showering their
love on our show and on
us".

Stay tuned to watch
‘Ajooni’ and Na Umra Ki
Seema Ho’ every
Monday-Saturday only
on Star Bharat.

‘Ajooni’ and ‘Na Umra Ki Seema Ho’
reach a major milestone of 200 episodes

Sony Entertainment
Television and
SonyLIV's culinary-

based reality show
'MasterChef India' will
bring to the viewers an in-
teresting challenge where
they will be making thali
for the lifeline of Mumbai
– The Dabbawalas. Along
with the judges, Chefs
Vikas Khanna, Garima
Arora and Ranveer Brar,
adding to the judges' panel
will be the renowned, Chef
Prateek Sadhu, who
would be making sure
that these Top 6 home
cooks present the best
dishes!  Our
Maharashtrian "Thecha
Queen" Suvarna Bagul
will be seen leading the

team as a Captain for the
first time in the
MasterChef Kitchen, lead-
ing team members Sachin
Khatwani and Santa
Sarmah. They will be seen
preparing a special
Maharashtrian thali for
the special guests, the
Dabbawalas, and serving
food to those who serve
Mumbai, food.

Chef Prateek Sadhu
shared his excitement for
the episode saying,
“Today's episode for me
personally was extremely
emotional because we
could feed the people who
are the heartbeat of
Mumbai. I feel blessed to
have had the opportunity
to feed them right through

food and I feel all six con-
testants were brilliant!
The approach was bril-
liant food was amazing,
definitely, as it’s a competi-
tion there were few crite-
ria for judging, but overall
it was a wonderful experi-
ence and it's always great
to hang out with Chef
Garima, Chef Ranveer
and Chef Vikas. Thus, I
had a wonderful time at
MasterChef India.” To
watch home-cook
Suvarna Bagul prepare a
Maharashtrian Thali for
the Dabbawalas tune in to
watch MasterChef India,
every Monday to Friday at
9 pm only on Sony
Entertainment Television
and SonyLIV.

Suvarna Bagul serves Dabbawallas,
a full Maharashtrian Thali!

TV actress Riya
Sharma, who is
currently seen play-

ing the role of a 17th-cen-
tury princess, Tara in the
show 'Dhruv Tara -
Samay Sadi Se Pare',
shared that she is enjoy-
ing playing her character
and the way it is evolving
in the show and facing
every situation coura-
geously.

Tara, in the fantasy
drama, will soon be
shown going beyond the
time to meet a neurosur-
geon Dhruv, played by
Ishaan Dhawan. She
wants Dhruv to travel
along with her for her
brother's treatment, and
in the meantime, under-
goes emotional turmoil.

The actress explained
what her on-screen char-
acter is going through in
the show and what all
new audiences can expect
in the coming episodes of
the show.

She said: "I am enjoying
portraying the character
of Tarapriya, and I am
loving the way Tara's
journey is shaping up in
the 21st century. She faces
every challenge with so
much courage and posi-
tivity, which is commend-
able."

In the upcoming
episodes, Tara, who trav-
elled through time to
meet Dhruv and wants to
take him for the treat-
ment of her brother will
be forced to kidnap him.

Riya Sharma: My character in ‘Dhruv Tara’
faces every challenge with courage

Bollywood’s girl
Kiara Advani is one
Superstar who is

ticking all the right boxes
on the rise of her
Superstardom. From con-
secutive streak of success-
ful films to peaking with
popularity on the inter-
net, and signing a long list
of brands, the girl with a
golden touch is leaving no
stone unturned. Adding
to the soaring superstar-
dom, the actor has been
roped in as the new face of
Slice, an iconic brand that
resonates with the masses
for its wide popularity
across the nation.

Bringing in her person-

al touch of elegance and
poise to the newly
launched TVC for the
brand, Kiara Advani
looks every bit of gor-
geous and stunning offer-
ing a perfect mix of hot
and cute in the advertise-
ment.

Rising upwards with
every step, Kiara Advani
has dived deep into work
soon after her dreamy
wedding with Sidharth
Malhotra. Her wedding
post on social media was
touted to be the most liked
wedding picture of any
celebrity wedding in
India. Looking forward to
a packed schedule yet

again, filled with films
shoots and back-to-back
brand announcements, all
this amidst a winning
spree of awards and acco-
lades, where Kiara was
adjudged the ‘Star Of The
Year’ and ‘Performer Of
The Year’ at various
awards shows recently.
She has undoubtedly
spread her magic all
around.

Considered among the
most impactful perform-
ers of 2022, the versatile
actress has won immense
appreciation for her con-
secutive hits, right from
Shershaah in 2021 to
Bhool Bhulaiyaa 2 and

Jugjugg Jeeyo, which was
followed by Govinda
Naam Mera last year. The
actress is also in high de-
mand to be signed on as
the face of a range of re-
puted national and inter-
national brands. Her pop-
ularity among the masses
has resulted in her being
the ambassador of a vari-
ety of brands - from bever-
ages to female hygiene
products.

Kiara now resumes her
busy routine by rejoining
the set of S Shankar’s up-
coming film RC-15 co-star-
ring Ram Charan and also
Satyaprem Ki Katha oppo-
site Kartik Aaryan.

Kiara Advani adds her elegant touch to Slice’s new ad

Singer-actress Nupur Sanon, who is the sister of ac-
tress Kriti Sanon, will be seen making her debut on

OTT with 'Pop Kaun'. She said that her character in the
comedy show is a feminist, and it reflects her own
value system. Putting in every ounce in fleshing out
her character, Sanon said that the character of Pihu
was the real driving force. "The show has a quirky
name and the premise is about finding Kunal's charac-
ter's dad in the film. My character is Pihu. I am playing
Kunal's love interest. Their relationship is beautifully
etched out." "They go through all the hurdles to eventu-
ally reach the point of marriage. I loved the character
from the second I heard the script. She is someone who
finds logic in everything. She is a feminist which is an
aspect that reflects my own value system. She is
straight and no-nonsense, asks a lot of questions and
never holds back from having her own opinions."

Nupur Sanon’s role in ‘Pop Kaun’
reflects her ‘own value system’

Actor Monu Kanojiya, who has
been seen in many web series

such as 'Jamtara S1', 'Abhay 2',
'Criminal Justice 1' and is also
part of the upcoming web series
'Hunter' with Suniel Shetty, has
now joined the cast of Rajan
Shahi's 'Woh Toh Hai Albelaa'.
Recently, talking about his associ-
ation with the show, Monu said he
loves being part of it.
He said: "The casting director and
team called me for the character
of Tingu. I said okay and, after
many discussions, I auditioned for
the role and bagged the part. I
love my role. 

Monu Kanojiya plays a stylish, funky
character in ‘Woh Toh Hai Albelaa’
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Birmingham, Mar 15 (PTI):

There was no end to PV
Sindhu's poor run as the
star Indian shuttler made a
first round exit from the All
England Championships
after losing to Zhang Yi
Man of China in straight
games here on Wednesday.

The world number nine
Sindhu, a double Olympic
medallist, lost 17-21 11-21 in
the 39-minute women's sin-
gles contest. This is the
third time that Sindhu has
lost her first round match
this year.

She had lost to Carolina
Marin of Spain in Malaysia
Open in January before ex-
iting the Indian Open at the
same stage in the same
month. She had recently
parted ways with her coach
Park Tae-sang of Korea,
under whose guidance she
won a bronze at the Tokyo
Olympics.

Sindhu was rusty and
subdued throughout the

match with her world num-
ber 17 opponent showing
more agility and attacking
intent.

There was not much to
differentiate initially be-
tween the two who had 1-1
head-to-head record before
Wednesday's match.

Sindhu led 6-5 and then
made it 16-13. But the
Chinese shuttler won seven
straight points to lead 20-16
before taking the first game

in 21 minutes. In the second
game, the two players were
tied 5-5 but Sindhu commit-
ted a few unforced errors
and was soon down 5-10.

Sindhu recovered a bit to
trail 7-11 but was soon
down 9-16 before losing the
second game and the
match.

Earlier during the day,
India's women's doubles
pair of Treesa Jolly and
Gayatri Gopichand Pullela

stunned seventh seeded
Thailand duo of
Jongkolphan Kititharakul
and Rawinda Prajongjai 21-
18 21-14 in a 46-minute first
round match.

The Indian duo will meet
the Japanese pair of Yuki
Fukushima and Sayaka
Hirota in the pre-quarterfi-
nals. On Tuesday, Lakshya
Sen and HS Prannoy had
won their respective men's
singles first round matches.

Mumbai, Mar 15 (PTI):

India fielding coach T
Dilip, on Wednesday offi-
cially confirmed that mid-
dle-order batsman Shreyas
Iyer has been ruled out of
the upcoming three-match
ODI series against
Australia, starting Friday,
due to recurrence of
lower-back injury.

That Iyer has been ruled
out of ODIs, was first re-
ported by PTI on March 11.
It is learnt that there is al-
most negligible chance of
the stylish Mumbaikar
taking any part in cash-
rich IPL for KKR. Iyer
leads KKR in IPL.

He is currently back in
NCA for extensive rehabil-
itation but it couldn't be
confirmed whether he
would also require sur-
gery like Jasprit Bumrah
and Prasidh Krishna.

"Injuries are a part and
parcel of the game. We
have the best medical facil-
ities and they are well-
equipped We are in co-or-
dination (with NCA).
Shreyas ruled out of this
series. (We will be able to
provide) further update as
and when we know," told
India's fielding coach T
Dilip told media in his
debut press conference.

Mumbai, Mar 15 (PTI):

They were the toast of
the nation going into the
2019 World Cup in England
but in last four years,
Kuldeep Yadav and
Yuzvendra Chahal have
seen more downs than
ups.

Kuldeep had a career-
threatening knee surgery
in 2021 while Chahal, has
been repeatedly ignored
for important T20 games
and global meets. They
would want to change
their wheels of fortune.

However with India's
ODI World Cup prepara-
tions starting with the
three-match series against
Australia, starting Friday,
the famed 'Kul-Cha' would
love to serve a platter of
googlies, leg-breaks and
flippers which their fans
would like to savour.

Several members of the
Indian cricket team in-
cluding the stand-in cap-
tain Hardik Pandya on
Wednesday began training
here at the Wankhede
Stadium on Friday but all
eyes were on the two wrist
spinners as they need to
battle it out with Ravindra
Jadeja and Washington
Sundar, two multi-skilled
cricketers, who are also

part of this squad. Both
Kuldeep and Chahal,
aren't the most accom-
plished of batters, al-
though the UP left-arm
wrist spinner has had
some degree of success at
the Test level.

However both
Washington and Jadeja
come as a package but
purely on tweaker's skills,
the two wrist spinners are
ahead compared to finger
spinners.

India's regular captain
Rohit Sharma will miss

the first ODI in Mumbai
due to family commit-
ments and the stand-in
captain for the match,
Pandya, was among those
who trained for more than
two hours with the white
ball. Among the other
players who were in atten-
dance were fast bowlers
Mohammed Siraj, Jaydev
Unadkat, Umran Malik,
Shardul Thakur and
among batters,
Suryakumar Yadav and
wicketkeeper-batsman
Ishan Kishan.

Dubai, Mar 15 (PTI):

Senior India spinner Ravichandran
Ashwin's superlative show in the fourth
Test against Australia has helped him re-
gain the top spot among bowlers in the
latest ICC Rankings issued on Wednesday.

Ashwin, who grabbed a haul of six for
91 in the drawn fourth Test and was the
leading wicket-taker in the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy with 25 scalps, is 10 rat-
ing points ahead of England seamer
James Anderson.

Fellow Indian left-arm spinner Axar
Patel climbed six places to 28 among
bowlers. He also rose to the fourth spot in
the all-rounder's list led by Ashwin and
Jadeja. While pacer Jasprit Bumrah, who
is recovering from a recurring back in-
jury, dropped to number seven among
bowlers. Talismanic Indian batter Virat
Kohli moved seven places to 13th position
after his Player of the Match perform-
ance against Australia in the fourth Test.

The high-scoring match at Ahmedabad
also saw opener Shubhman Gill, who
smashed a fine century, jump 17 places to
46th. The injured Rishabh Pant (9th) and
skipper Rohit Sharma (10th) are the
Indian batters in the top 10. Australia
opener Usman Khawaja and New Zealand
batter Daryl Mitchell have also made no-
table gains in the list. Khawaja's score of
180 in the drawn fourth Test against India
in Ahmedabad has lifted him two spots to
seventh position and to a career-best 815
rating points while Mitchell's knocks of
102 and 81 in the epic victory over Sri
Lanka in Christchurch has helped him
reach a career-best eighth position as he
touches the 800-point mark for the first
time. In the latest weekly update that also
considers performances in the second
Test between South Africa and the West
Indies in Johannesburg, Temba
Bavuma's match-winning 172 for the
home side has lifted him 14 slots to a ca-
reer best 15th position.

Indian Wells, Mar 15 (AP):

Coco Gauff rallied from
a break down in the third
set to beat Swedish qualifi-
er Rebecca Peterson, 6-3, 1-
6, 6-4 and reach the quar-
terfinals of the BNP
Paribas Open.

Down 2-4, Gauff fought
her way back and saved
three break points while
serving at 4-all before clos-
ing out the match in the
next game. Four years ago,
Peterson routed a then-14-
year-old Gauff at a
Challenger tournament in
Michigan. "She whopped
me really bad," Gauff said
on court. "I think today
was really a mental thing,
just staying in the match. I
wasn't playing my best in
some moments and I was-
n't serving as well as I'd
like to, but I think that my
mentality kept me in."

The sixth-seeded
American next plays No. 2
seed Aryna Sabalenka,
who beat 16th-seeded
Barbora Krejcikova, 6-3, 2-
6, 6-4. In other fourth-
round matches, No. 7
Maria Sakkari beat 17th-
seeded Karolina Pliskova,
6-4, 5-7, 6-3.

Mumbai, Mar 15 (PTI):

Gujarat Giants wicket-
keeper-batter Sushma
Verma has conceded that
India and Mumbai Indians
captain Harmanpreet
Kaur is unstoppable with
the bat at the moment,
after she scored a quick-
fire 51 in their Women's
Premier League (WPL)
game.

Kaur hit seven fours and
two sixes to turn around
the game in the favour of
Mumbai Indians, taking
them to a competitive
162/8 in 20 overs. In reply,
Gujarat Giants could man-
age just 107/9 in their
quota of 20 overs, losing by
55 runs here at the
Brabourne Stadium on
Tuesday.

Verma said even though
Gujarat Giants executed
their plans well against
Kaur, it is difficult to stop
batters like her when they
are in form.

"It is difficult to stop bat-
ters like Harman when
they are in such good
form," Verma told the

media after the match.
"We had planned on how

to bowl at her and I do not
think she would have
found run-making that
easy. From behind the
wickets I could see that the
bowlers hit the right spot
against Harman but she
used the shorter part of
the ground very well,"

Verma added. "Harman is
unstoppable right now, but
it also matters how well
you are able to execute
your plans, which I
thought was better in our
case today," she said.

Verma said Gujarat
Giants failed to build part-
nerships at the top which
resulted in their second

defeat against Mumbai in
as many games.

"It was a chaseable tar-
get and it would not have
been so difficult towards
the end had we got part-
nerships in the top four.
Our execution was good in
order to stop Mumbai
Indians (from getting a big
total).

New Delhi, Mar 15 (PTI):

Nikhat Zareen and Lovlina
Borgohain will be at the fore-
front as India eye a show
befitting their growing
stature in women's boxing
when the World
Championship, whose build-
up was marred by controver-
sies, begins here from
Thursday.
In the absence of the iconic
six-time champion MC Mary
Kom, who is recovering from
an ACL tear in her left knee,
world champion Nikhat and
Olympic bronze medallist
Lovlina will spearhead the 12-
member Indian team.
Both boxers will look to find
their footing in new weight

categories with the Paris
Olympics approaching.
World No. 4 Nikhat cut down
her weight from 52kg -- the
weight category in which she
found glory last year in
Turkey -- to 50kg.
Lovlina, on the other hand,
has bulked up from the 69kg
welterweight class to the
75kg middleweight division
after both their preferred
weight categories were
scrapped for the 2024 Paris
Olympics. This will be
Nikhat's second international
tournament after dropping
down to 50kg. She won the
Commonwealth Games gold
in the light fly weight division
but the field wasn't that
strong in Birmingham.

Kolkata, Mar 15 (PTI):

Talismanic striker Sunil
Chhetri "may be playing the
last season" of his illustri-
ous career, feels Indian foot-
ball team head coach Igor
Stimac, who is hoping that
his star player would be
saving his best for the last
in the coming months.

India's next big assign-
ment is the AFC Asian Cup
in Qatar from January 12 to
February 10 next year. The
38-year-old Chhetri is set to
play in his third continental
showpiece, the most by an
Indian, after playing a piv-
otal role in the qualification
tournament here last year.

"At his age, this will prob-
ably be his farewell from
football. Obviously, Sunil
may be playing his last sea-
son, and definitely his last

Asian Cup," Stimac said.
"I'm quite sure that the up-
coming months will be the
best for Sunil Chhetri," he
was quoted as saying in the
official All India Football
Federation (AIFF) website.

The national team is cur-
rently having a five-day
camp here ahead of the Tri-
Nation Football
Tournament in Imphal
from March 22.

Chhetri, the third most
prolific international goal
scorer among active players
with 84 strikes behind
Cristiano Ronaldo (118) and
Lionel Messi (98), was part
of the Indian teams that
featured in the 2011 and
2019 Asian Cup.

The 38-year-old Chhetri,
who made his international
debut in 2005, played a key
role in Bengaluru FC mak-
ing to Indian Super League
final to be played on
Saturday.

"Sunil Chhetri was
nowhere to be seen this sea-
son. He was on the bench,
waiting, preparing himself,
working to take his weight
down a few kilos, which is
very difficult to handle at
this age," said Stimac who
has been given the target of
reaching Asian Cup quar-
terfinals if he wants to con-
tinue at the helm beyond
that tournament.

Sindhu crashes out of
All England Ch’ship

Falls at first hurdle
for third time this
season

Zhang
Yiman of China in

action against Pusarla 
V. Sindhu of India in the

Women's Singles match of the
Yonex All England Open Badminton

Championships 2023 at Utilita
Arena Birmingham on March 15

in Birmingham, England.

Ashwin regains No 1 spot in
ICC Test bowlers rankings

Gauff, Fritz advance 
to quarterfinals at

Indian Wells
Harmanpreet Kaur has been unstoppable

in WPL, admits Sushma Verma
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Shreyas Iyer ruled
out of ODI series

against Australia
Kul-Cha under focus
The spin twins Kuldeep and Chahal will have important six months ahead of them

India eye strong
show at home

Women’s Boxing World C’ships:

Nikhat Zareen and Lovlina Borgohain

Chhetri may be playing
his last season: Stimac



New Delhi, Mar 15 (PTI):
Serving everything from
mussels to crabs and
squids to oysters, an ongo-
ing festival in the Delhi-
NCR promises to satiate
the craving of true-blue
seafood enthusiasts.

The ten-day festival,
‘Seafood Symphony’, is
currently underway at
Hotel Crowne Plaza,
Greater Noida.

It offers a sea of dishes
for the visitors to choose
from, including
‘Calamari rings served
with garlic aioli’, ‘Thai
green curry with prawn’
and ‘Spaghetti aragosta’
(Spaghetti served With
Lobster), in Asian and
Italian style.

“We are known for cu-
rating exotic and unique
experiences for our
guests. With Seafood
Symphony we try to
bring on ocean culinary

delights and I believe
many of these dishes
would be a new introduc-
tion to the food lovers in
Delhi/NCR. We look for-
ward to welcoming you at
Chao Bella,” said Sharad
K Upadhyay, general man-
ager at Crowne Plaza,
Greater Noida.
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Tibetan spiritual leader the Dalai Lama arrives for a prayer in the Tsugla Khang Temple for his long life, 
at Mcleodganj in Dharamshala, Wednesday.

PRAYERS FOR DALAI LAMA

Girls serve traditional Kashmiri wazwan among shopers during the first of its kind women-led national level SARAS
mela (Sale of Articles and Rural Artisan Society mela) organised by Jammu and Kashmir Rural Livelihoods Mission,
on the Banks of Dal Lake in Srinagar, Wednesday.

SARAS MELA
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New Delhi, Mar 15 (PTI): 

India’s democracy is not
in peril but the Congress
party has been brought to
“political perish” by the
people for the kind of be-
haviour its leader Rahul
Gandhi exhibited over-
seas, Union minister
Smriti Irani said on
Wednesday as the BJP
stepped up the ante
against the opposition
leader over his recent re-
marks in the UK.

Gandhi’s grudge with
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has taken the shape
of a grudge with India, she
charged, demanding that
the Wayanad MP of the
Congress apologise to
Parliament for his re-
marks. During his interac-

tions in the UK recently,
Gandhi alleged that the
structures of Indian
democracy are under at-
tack and there is a “full-
scale assault” on the coun-
try’s institutions. His re-

marks triggered a massive
political row, with the BJP
accusing him of malign-
ing India on foreign soil
and seeking foreign inter-
ventions and the Congress
hitting back, citing in-

stances of Prime Minister
Modi raising internal poli-
tics abroad. Addressing a
press conference, Irani al-
leged that “at the feet of
India’s colonial past”
Gandhi lamented the “lack
of foreign intervention” in
India’s democracy. This is
to bring to a halt India’s re-
silient growth story under
the leadership of Prime
Minister Modi, she said.

She said the “lies that
became a foundation of
the Congress leader’s con-
versation in England”
were many.

The minister said
Gandhi claimed that he
does not have access to
conversations in Indian
universities and that for
him was an indication of
the death of democracy.

‘Democracy not in peril, Cong
brought to political perish’

Union Minister Smriti Irani addresses the media 
in New Delhi, Wednesday. 

New Delhi, Mar 15 (PTI): 

Animal right activists
have urged authorities to
set up community
kitchens to feed stray dogs
and ensure that they are
sterilised and vaccinated
to keep their population
under control, days after
two children were mauled
to death by canines in
Vasant Kunj here.

The minor brothers
were found dead over the
span of two days.

The People for the
Ethical Treatment of
Animals (PETA) said that
“assumptions” must not
be made as dogs “do not
normally attack unpro-
voked.” “The incident is
very tragic and bizarre,
and the authorities need to

thoroughly investigate
what exactly happened.

“Assumptions must not
be made especially as dogs
do not normally attack un-
provoked. If the Animal
Birth Control Dog Rules
2001 would have been im-
plemented, there would be
no dog packs,” PETA India
told PTI in a statement.

“We urge the local au-
thorities to ensure dogs in
the area are sterilised and
vaccinated immediately to
keep their population
under control,” they
added.

Delhi Mayor Shelly
Oberoi on Tuesday held
and emergency meeting
and instructed officials to
prepare an action plan
within a week to control
the menace of stray dogs.

After the Vasant Kunj
incident, 50 dogs have
been picked up, of which
90 per cent were found
sterilised, the mayor was
informed during the meet-
ing. Animal activist and
founder of Noida-based
NGO House of Stray ani-
mals, Sanjay Mohapatra
said the administration
should consider having
monitoring committees to
effectively implement ani-
mal birth control rules
and community kitchen
should also be set up in dif-
ferent areas to feed the
stray dogs.

“There is huge amount
of corruption when it
comes to effectively imple-
menting animal birth con-
trol rules. Monitoring
committees should be set

up to end corruption and
effectively implement the
birth control rules.
“Community kitchen
should also be set up in dif-
ferent localities to feed the
stray dogs and coexist
peacefully with them,”
Mohapatra told PTI.

He further suggested
that awareness campaigns
should also be conducted
to understand animal be-
haviour to avoid incidents
of stray dog attacks in the
future.

The Animal Birth
Control (Dogs) Rules, 2001
provides for sterilisation
and vaccination of stray
dogs to control the their
population. It was intro-
duced to keep population
of stray dogs under con-
trol, prevent dog attacks

and reduce the conflict be-
tween people and dogs.
Animal activist and
trustee at People For
Animals (PFA), Ambika
Shukla said they would
like to meet the mayor and
present their suggestions
to help resolve the stray
dog menace.

Speaking to PTI, Shukla
said, “When you build a
house, you consult an ar-
chitect. When you deal
with an animal-related
issue, you refer to activists
who work on the ground.

“We would be glad to
meet the mayor and pres-
ent our suggestions to her.
We would also like to have
a clear and impartial hear-
ing with the mayor so that
she can evaluate the sug-
gestions.”

STRAY DOG ATTACKS

‘Ensure canines are sterilised, vaccinated 
to keep their population under control’ GGUUWWAAHHAATTII,,  MMAARR 1155  ((PPTTII))::  As a

controversy erupted over an
artist being presented with the
best playback singer in the
state film awards recently pur-
portedly for a song she had not
lent her voice to, Assam
Cultural Affairs Minister Bimal
Borah on Wednesday claimed
that the award was given to the
correct singer.

He maintained that the
name of the song for which the
award was given was “wrong-
ly” written in the certificate,
seeking to downplay it as a
“human error”.

Nahid Afrin was given the
best playback singer (female)
award at the 8th Assam State
Film Awards on Monday for the
film ‘Nijaanor Gaan’. Afrin, who
had sung one of the songs in
the film, had received the
award from the State
Legislative Assembly Speaker
Biswajit Daimary at a ceremo-

ny here. However, the contro-
versy started when it was dis-
played on screen at the cere-
mony, as she received the felic-
itation, that the award was for
a song which was not sung by
Afrin. Claiming that it was a
“human error”, Borah said,
“The Award was meant for
Nahid Afrin. There is no confu-
sion over it.” “The lyrics of the
song were wrongly mentioned
in the citation displayed. It was
a human error,” he said. Borah
said the makers of the film
have to mention details while
applying for any award and it
was not mentioned in the
application the song for which
Afrin’s name was recommend-
ed. “Since Afrin had sung a
song in that same film, our jury
decided to give her the award,”
the minister said. When the
confusion was brought to light
on Tuesday, Afrin, in a social
media post, maintained that

she was not aware that the
lyrics of another song were dis-
played as she was receiving
the award. “The details were
displayed behind me. It is not
possible for any awardee to
read what is being written
behind them as we are concen-
trating on the audience in front
of us. “If the jury says the
award was actually meant for
the singer of the other song, I
will happily return it,” Afrin
who had shot to fame by win-
ning the junior segment of a
television singing reality show
added. Afrin maintained that
she was informed by a jury
member over phone that she
had won the award soon after
the names were made official
and she had also received a list
circulated through WhatsApp
which had her name as the
winner, along with the film’s
name but with no mention of
the song.

HUMAN ERROR

Assam Minister on controversy over
playback singer winner in state awards

Bhubaneswar, Mar 15 (PTI): 

Amid rising prices of
commodities, legislators
of the Odisha Assembly,
cutting across party
lines, on Wednesday
urged Speaker B K
Arukha to give a ruling to
the government to intro-
duce a Bill in the House
for raising the salary and
pension of sitting mem-
bers and ex-MLAs.

The issue was raised
during the Zero Hour by
Congress Legislature
Party (CLP) leader
Narasingha Mishra,
which was supported by
Opposition Chief Whip
Mohan Majhi of the BJP
and two BJD members-
Amar Prasad Satpathy
and Padmanabha Behera.

A committee headed by
BJD MLA Amar Prasad
Satpathy has already sub-
mitted a report on a pro-
posal to hike the salary

and pension of MLAs and
ex-legislators, Mishra
said, adding that the state
government should con-
sider it and table a Bill so
that the House can pass
it. He cited the high infla-
tion rate, particularly the
increasing price of petrol
and diesel, which added
to the “hardships of
members to perform
their responsibilities”.

The travelling al-
lowance of the members
should also be raised in
view of the price rise of
fuel, Mishra said.

According to the exist-
ing salary structure, only
Rs 5,000 is being provided
to appoint an assistant,
which is grossly inade-
quate, he claimed.

“On behalf of all the
members, I urge the
Speaker to give a ruling
to the government to
table a Bill in this re-
gard,” Mishra said.

Congress whip
Taraprasad Bahinipati
also made a similar de-
mand.

Opposition Chief Whip
Mohan Majhi supported
the proposal to introduce
a Bill at the earliest as the
members and ex-MLAs
face difficulties for their
day-to-day expenses.

Satpathy said, “I have
submitted the report and
the Parliamentary
Affairs Minister will take
a call on the issue as
members feel that an in-
crease in salaries is need-
ed.”

The Odisha govern-
ment had raised the
salaries of MLAs and
ministers by over 50 per
cent in 2017.

Meanwhile, sources
said that the committee
has sent a proposal to the
Speaker recommending
that an MLA’s salary
should be hiked from Rs 1

lakh a month to Rs 2.5
lakh. Currently, each
MLA gets a package of Rs
1 lakh, which includes Rs
35,000 as salary and Rs
65,000 as allowances.

This excludes a daily
allowance of Rs 1,500 per
day while the House is in
session, besides the travel
reimbursement for at-
tending the sessions.

Notably, retail inflation
dipped marginally to 6.44
per cent in February,
mainly on account of a
slight easing in prices of
food and fuel items
though it remained above
the Reserve Bank’s com-
fort level of 6 per cent for
the second month in a
row.

As per the government
data released on Monday,
the Consumer Price
Index (CPI)-based infla-
tion was at 6.52 per cent
in January and 6.07 per
cent in February 2022.

Odisha MLAs cutting across party lines demand salary hike

New Delhi, Mar 15 (PTI): 

It is time India takes the
lead in realising the “one
earth, one health” vision
with a holistic policy-mak-
ing environment and align
it with the philosophy of
“vasudhaiva kutum-
bakam”, Union Health
Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya said on
Wednesday.

Under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, India has a strong
political will to lead in in-
novative research and
technology supported so-
lutions which are com-
mercially viable with uni-
versal acceptability, he
said at the Confederation
of Indian Industry (CII)
Partnership Summit 2023.

The summit has been
themed “One Health:
Integrated, Collaborative

and Multisectoral
Approach to Optimal
Health”.

“The ‘one earth, one
health’ vision can become
a reality only with active
global collaboration where
countries don’t think of
only themselves but of col-
lective global outcomes,”
the minister said.

Mandaviya highlighted
that the health sector can-

not be limited to one coun-
try as the health and well-
being of one country im-
pacts the other.

“We live in an inter-de-
pendent world, wherein
not just countries but the
health of human popula-
tion is equally affected and
influenced by the health of
surrounding environment
and animals,” he stated.

The global pandemic

has demonstrated that no
country is immune from
adverse developments in
any country, and also that
our actions impact the
health and wellbeing of
our eco-system.

“It is therefore our col-
lective responsibility as a
human race to not only
protect ourselves but also
ensure that our actions re-
sult in protecting the envi-
ronment we co-exist in,”
he stressed. The vision of
“one earth, one health”
brings in sharp focus the
importance of our actions
and eco-friendly policies,
he elaborated.

Applauding India’s lead-
ing role in indigenous re-
search and wealth of tradi-
tional therapies,
Mandaviya highlighted
that each country can have
its own model of achiev-
ing the vision.

‘It is time India takes lead in realising 
‘one earth, one health’ vision’

Mansukh Mandaviya

Food festival satiates 
cravings of seafood lovers

Nagpur, March 15 (PTI): 

The Maharashtra home
department has fixed
physical test criteria for
recruitment of transper-
sons into the police force,
days after the state govern-
ment told the Bombay
High Court that it will cre-
ate a new window for such
candidates, an official
order said.

Under the transgender
category, the candidates
will need to self-identify
themselves as male or fe-
male and can accordingly
appear for the physical
test, the order said.

The Maharashtra police
recently undertook an ex-
ercise to fill 18,331 posts,
mostly constables, in the
force. As part of the fitness

test, male candidates had
to cover 1,600 metres with-
in a time frame, while
women aspirants were
asked to run 800 metres.
The jobseekers also had to
take part in a shot put
throw.

As per the new norms
for transpersons, for a self-
identified female candi-
date, the height should not
be less than 158 cm, while
it has to be a minimum of
165 cm for a self-identified
male, the home depart-
ment order said.

As part of the physical
tests, self-identified male
candidates will have to
take part in the 1,600-
metre and 100-metre runs.
The shot put weight is 8 kg
for such candidates, said
an official.

‘Home department 
fixes physical test criteria
to recruit transpersons’

In police force


