
CC
C E N T R A L www. centralchronicle.in

RRaaiippuurr,, Friday, February 24,  2023  I  Pages 12 I  Price  R 3.00  I CCiittyy  EEddiittiioonn I Fastest growing English Daily of Chhattisgarh  

https://www.facebook.com/centralchronicle



CENTRAL CHRONICLE, RAIPUR, FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 24,  2023

Raipur, Feb 23: The AICC
National president
Mallikarjun Kharge and
the Chief Minister of
Rajasthan Ashok Gehlot
and many other senior
Congress leaders arrived
here on the eve of party’s
85th Plenary Session start-
ing from tomorrow. CM
Bhupesh Baghel and other
senior Congress leaders
from state and a large num-
ber of Congress party
workers were present to ac-
cord warm welcome to both
of them.

Among the top Congress
leaders who arrived by
Friday evening included
AICC National president
Mallikarjun Kharge, CM
Rajasthan Ashok Gehlot,
Shanti Singh Gohil, Govind
Singh Dotasra, Sukhjinder
Randhawa, Raghu Sharma.
At the same time there was
huge force of Congress
party workers present to
welcome the leaders from
Airport to Mayfair Resort.

It is notable here that
AICC ex-National President
Sonia Gandhi will be arriv-
ing here on Feb 25 and

Rahul Gandhi on Feb 24.
Meanwhile AICC National
Treasurer Pawan Bansal,
YC National President
Sriniwas Biwi and other
leaders have already ar-
rived here on Wednesday

evening. So far no official
confirmation has been re-
ceived about arrival of
Sonia Gandhi and ex-PM
Manmohan Singh, but the
AICC National General
Secretary Priyanka Gandhi

will be arriving here on Feb
25. According to PCC office
bearers, majority of the
party’s national and state-
level leaders would reach
here by Feb 23. A total of six
special flights arrived here
by Thursday evening.

It is worthwhile to men-
tion here that huge air-con-
ditioned domes have been
constructed to host this
85th Plenary Session of
Congress at the Mela
Venue in Naya Raipur.
Arrangements have been
done for 15000 delegates
expected to take part in
this Session and for this
almost all the big and
medium hotels, lodges,
marriage venues in the
outskirts of capital city

have been booked. Set
aside this a big fleet of
around 2000 vehicles, in-
cluding AC buses, SUVs,
cars and others have al-
ready reached capital city
from Nagpur and nearby
states to be used for trans-
portation of delegates to &
fro to place of boarding
and venue. Similarly
Congress delegates are get-
ting their registration done
at the venue for the Plenary
Session and arrangements
have been made for eata-
bles, medical facilities and
responsibilities have been
delegated to scores of
committees formed by
PCC with local party
workers and different
cells of Congress.

Three-day Congress 85th Plenary Session from today
Mallikarjun Kharge,
Gehlot, Jairam
Ramesh and other
senior leaders arrive

PCC media chief in-
formed that Mallikarjun
Kharge will chair the
party’s Steering
Committee meeting on
Feb 24 at 10:00 am and at
4:00 pm he will chair the
Agenda Committee’s
meeting and another
committee’s meeting at
8:00 pm. He would ad-
dress the party’s dele-
gates on Feb 25 from

10:30 am to 8:30 pm and
take part in other pro-
grammes. On Feb 26,
AICC National President
would conclude the
Plenary Session and
would address huge pub-
lic meeting in Gram Zora
in Naya Raipur at 4:00
pm. All the delegates
would start returning to
Delhi from 8:00 pm on-
wards.

Kharge to chair three meetings today

Raipur: AICC National
Spokesman Jairam
Ramesh speaking to
media persons charged
that the right of
Freedom of Expression
in the country is now in
danger, despite the fact

that every citizen of the
country has got this fun-
damental right. The
party’s Plenary Session
is being held for three-
day and all these issues
would be broadly dis-
cussed, he added.

Freedom of Expression in danger: Ramesh
Raipur: There seems to be
lot of enthusiasm among
the party workers for the
party’s 85th Plenary
Session to be held in capi-
tal city and it is amidst
this enthusiasm that the
party workers entered into
minor scuffle with police
personnel and IPS Officer
Shashi Mohan Singh de-
ployed at the airport. The
party workers are report-
ed to have being involved
in pushing and  use of
minor physical force in
order to show their pres-
ence during welcome of
senior Congress leaders.

Sources informed that
NSUI leaders and SSP
Shashi Mohan Singh on
duty at the Airport en-
tered into debate on the
welcome issue. The NSUI
leaders and party workers
present were stopped in
their welcome procedure
and which resulted in con-
troversy. It is learnt that

YC State President Neeraj
Pandey and other party
workers of the organiza-
tions were stopped by the
IPS and due to which they
entered into heated debate
with the SSP and it even
resulted in minor scuffle
and pushing between
Neeraj Pandey and police-
men.

Congmen-police enter into heated debate
Wanted to break
protocol on 
welcome issue

Massive dais for Plenary session complete in all respects.

Raipur, Feb 23: A com-
mittee has been formed for
technical and financial in-
vestigation of Raipur
Smart City projects on the
basis of complaint of ir-
regularities raised by the
BJP, said BJP MP Sunil
Soni and former ministers
Brijmohan Agrawal and
Rajesh Munat at a press
conference held at BJP’s
Office in Ekatma Parisar
here today. They said that
Independent Evaluation
(technical and financial) of
Raipur Smart City proj-
ects would be done by
Administrative Staff
College of India (ASCI),
they informed.

The BJP leaders said
that evaluation of the
quality of projects under-
taken by Raipur Smart
City and appropriateness
of procedures to be fol-
lowed for approval of proj-
ects (as per defined proce-
dures) will be reviewed.

Flagship projects will be
identified and subjective
assessment will be done
on their scale and impact.
The investigation team
will suggest areas of im-
provement in project im-
plementation, they said,
adding that after study, a
draft report will be sub-
mitted in two months. The
final report will come after
six weeks and by the end
of the second month, they
said and added that HR
(Engineer), Finance pro-
fessional, M&E expert will
submit report after evalua-
tion. MP Sunil Soni said
that on receiving com-

plaints about irregulari-
ties in the functioning of
Smart City, a BJP delega-
tion had met Union
Minister Hardeep Puri
and apprised him with the
facts. The Union Minister
immediately ordered an
inquiry and inquiry com-
mittee was constituted, he
said. Former minister
Rajesh Munat handed over
the facts of work against
the rules of Smart City to
the Union Minister. All cor-
porators including Leader
of Opposition in Raipur
Municipal Corporation
Meenal Choubey had gone
to Delhi to raise demand for

inquiry.
Senior leader and former

minister Brijmohan
Agarwal while addressing
the press conference said
that there was a difference
between the permission of
the Center and the report of
the state. According to him
Raipur Municipal
Corporation proved to be
most corrupt and useless in
entire country. He alleged
that Smart City fund was
used in other areas.
Alleging misuse and misap-
propriation of Smart City
he said that work started
on VIP road without tender
bore testimony to it.

Works of Smart City to be probed: BJP
RMC most corrupt,
alleges Brijmohan

Raipur, Feb 23: Experts
from various nursing col-
leges in the country have
suggested that nursing ed-
ucation needs transforma-
tion with the help of artifi-
cial intelligence and virtu-
al learning. Stimulation
labs in nursing colleges
are a perfect example of
these initiatives. They are
deliberating during an
International Conference
‘Transformation and
Translation in Nursing
Education-New Era, New
Insight’ by the Nursing

College of All India
Institute of Medical
Sciences.

Dr. Asha P. Shetty,
Professor cum Principal,
College of Nursing, AIIMS
Bhubaneshwar, empha-
sized Reflective Learning
and Jigsaw Technique in
nursing education. ‘The
reflection process involves
planning, observation, ex-
perience, and reflection.
The exploration of expe-
riences to make human
beings more aware of
their actions, to recall a

lived experience to help
develop critical skills and
improve further action,
and continuous self-
analysis that has learn-
ing at its core is part of
reflective learning. We
should inculcate skills of
reflective learning in
nursing education, she
said.

Experts also discussed
the application of artifi-
cial intelligence and vir-
tual learning, concept
mapping, and initiatives
taken by the government

from 2015 to 2022 for the
transformation of nurs-
ing education has been
discussed during differ-
ent scientific sessions.
The conference will con-
tinue on 23 January. The
conference witnessed two
delegates from the USA
and several others from
Chhattisgarh and other
parts of the country. The
Conference is organized
by Dr. Benu Mathew, Dr. J.
Jeayareka, Vahitha S.,
Veena Verma, Joyce
Joseph, and Suganya P.

Transform Nursing Education through AI and Virtual Learning

Dr. Benu Mathew, Principal, Nursing College addressing International Conference at AIIMS-R.

First International
Conference by
Nursing College at
AIIMS-R

Deliberations on
Patient Care and
Continuous learn-
ing while working

GUV GREETS EACH OTHER 

Governor of Maharashtra Ramesh Bais paid courtesy call on the newly appointed
Governor of Chhattisgarh Biswabhushan Harichandan at Rajbhavan here on Friday
and both extended greetings to each other on getting responsibilities of two new
states. Both presented each otherwith shawl and a memento.

Raipur, Feb 23: As many
as 125 phone calls were re-
ceived from the students
on the helpline toll-free
number of Chhattisgarh
Board of Secondary
Education (CGBSE) for
problem solving on
Thursday. The helpline
has been started by the
CGBSE to solve the prob-
lems of children and par-
ents before the examina-
tion. Students, parents,

teachers are constantly re-
porting their problems on
the toll-free number
18002334363 of the
helpline, in two shifts
every day from 10 am to
5.30 pm, except on
Sundays and government
holidays. Problems of stu-
dents and their parents
are being resolved prompt-
ly by board officials.

Psychologist Ms Anju
Paul and assistant profes-

sor Mrs Rita Choubey
solved the problems of the
students. It was suggested
to the students to remem-
ber and write in small
paragraphs.

The students were ad-
vised to prepare for the
exam from the textbook it-
self. They were also ad-
vised to eat nutritious food
and have enough sleep be-
sides taking water regular-
ly to stay healthy during

examination.
A student of a CBSE

school and her mother
asked the helpline regard-
ing exam preparation? To
whom important advice
was provided through the
helpline. Deputy Secretary
of the Board JK Agrawal,
Assistant Professor Mrs.
Preeti Shukla and Mr.
Rajendra Dubey solved the
problems asked by the stu-
dents.

CGBSE helpline: Students advised to remember
and write in small paragraphs

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Feb 23: A two-
day national workshop
on “Spice and Aromatic
Crops-Possibilities and
Potentials in
Chhattisgarh” will be or-
ganised on March 14 and
15, 2023 at Barrister
Thakur Chedilal
Agricultural College
and Research Center,
Sarkanda, Bilaspur, op-
erated under Indira
Gandhi Agricultural
University. This national
workshop was organised
by Indira Gandhi
Agricultural University,
Raipur in collaboration
with Areca and Spices

Research Institute,
Calicut, Kerala,
National Bank for
Agriculture and Rural
D e v e l o p m e n t
(NABARD), Raipur,
Directorate of
Horticulture and Field
Forestry, Raipur and
Chhattisgarh Council of
Science and Technology,
Raipur. Subject experts
from different states of
the country will partici-
pate in this workshop
and discussions will be
held regarding the possi-
bilities and capabilities
of production of spices
and aromatic crops in
Chhattisgarh. On this
occasion, an exhibition
will also be organized on
production, processing
and value addition tech-
niques of spices and aro-
matic crops.

The brochure of this
workshop was released
on Wednesday by the
Vice Chancellor of
Indira Gandhi
Agricultural University,
Dr. Girish Chandel in

the Vice Chancellor
Secretariat Room. On
this occasion Director
Research Dr. Vivek
Tripathi, Director Seed
and Field Dr. S.S. Tuteja,
Organising Secretary,
Dean Agricultural
College and Research
Center, Bilaspur Dr.
R.K.S. Tiwari, co-coordi-
nator of the program,
Dr. P.K. Joshi and Dr.
Yaman Kumar
Dewangan were present.

During this two-day
national workshop in-
depth discussions will
be held regarding the
possibilities and capabil-
ities of production of
turmeric, ginger, black
pepper, green chilli, car-
damom, cinnamon,
clove, coriander, fenu-
greek, garlic, fennel,
cumin etc. spice crops
and lemon grass, cit-
ronella, patchouli,
monarda, basil, poppy,
marigold and  aromatic
and medicinal crops like
rose, jasmine and san-
dalwood in

Chhattisgarh. It is worth
mentioning that at pres-
ent in Chhattisgarh, cul-
tivation of aromatic and
medicinal crops is being
done in about 9 thou-
sand hectare area, from
which production of
more than 60 thousand
metric tonnes is being
obtained.

The major spice crops
of the state are ginger,
garlic, turmeric, corian-
der and fenugreek. Spice
crops are being cultivat-
ed in about one lakh
hectare area in the state,
from which about 7 lakh
metric tonnes of produc-
tion is being obtained.
Research is being done
on spices and aromatic
crops by various centers
operated under Indira
Gandhi Agricultural
University. Here, two All
India Integrated
Development Projects
are being operated on
these crops, under
which the All India
Medicinal and Aromatic
Crops Integrated
Development Project is
being implemented in
Raipur Center from the
year 2010 and the All
India Spice Crops
Integrated Development
Project in Raigarh
Center from the year
1995-96. Under these two
projects, many new im-
proved varieties of these
crops and advanced tech-
nology of production
have been developed.

Two-day national workshop to be held from March 14

On possibilities and
potential of spices
and aromatic crops 

Vice Chancellor 
Dr. Chandel
released  brochure
of the workshop

Congress delegates
getting their 
registration done at
the venue for the
Plenary Session.

Action taken
against Panchayat

Secretary
Dantewada, Feb 23: The
residents of the village of
Tekanar complained to
Collector  Vineet
Nandanwar about irregu-
larities and negligence
shown by the Panchayat
Secretary in various con-
struction works carried
out in the gram panchayat
and in the implementation
of government welfare
schemes. Taking prompt
action, Collector
Nandanwar formed a four-
member inquiry commit-
tee to probe the matter. It
is noteworthy that the
Chief Executive Officer of
the Zila Panchayat re-
moved the Panchayat
Secretary from his post in
Tekanar Gram Panchayat
for his negligence in car-
rying out his allocated 
duties.



Sr IAS  dies
MMuummbbaaii:: A 57-year-old
Indian Administrative
Officer (IAS) officer post-
ed as secretary in the
Maharashtra Public Works
Department (PWD) died
just after finishing his din-
ner at a hotel in south
Mumbai, police said on
Thursday. The senior
bureaucrat, Prashant
Dattatray Navghare, start-
ed feeling uneasy soon
after finishing his meal
and suddenly collapsed at
the hotel on Wednesday
evening. The IAS officer
was rushed to a private
hospital, where he was
declared brought dead, an
official said.

3  killed
SSiinnggrraauullii:: Three persons
were killed and nearly 50
others injured on
Thursday when a packed
bus carrying members of
a wedding party collided
with a tree in Madhya
Pradesh's Singrauli dis-
trict, police said. Out of
the injured people, 11
were critically hurt, they
said. An initial investiga-
tion suggested the bus
driver lost control over
the wheels in a bid to
avoid hitting a motorbike
which came in its way
suddenly, Mada police
station inspector Kapoor
Tripathi said. 

Students killed 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A third year
engineering student and
his friend were killed after
being hit by a train while
making a video near Kanti
Nagar in east Delhi, police
said on Thursday. The inci-
dent happened on
Wednesday and police got
a call at around at 4.35 pm
after which they rushed to
the accident spot on a rail-
way line near Kanti Nagar
flyover. Police identified
the victims as 23-year-old
Vansh Sharma and 20-year-
old Monu, both residents of
Kanti Nagar Extension,
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Railways) Hareesh
HP said.

Train derail 
SSaassaarraamm  ((BBiihhaarr))::  Thirteen
wagons of a goods train
derailed on a dedicated
freight corridor between
New Karwandia and New
Sonnagar railway stations
in Bihar's Rohtas district,
an official said on
Thursday. The mishap took
place near Sita Vigaha vil-
lage when 13 empty wag-
ons of the goods train
jumped off the tracks at
9.55 pm on Wednesday, he
said. No one was injured in
the incident, the East
Central Railway official
said. "Both lines of the ded-
icated freight corridor near
Chiraila Pauthu station
were blocked. The tracks
were cleared of obstruction
and the up line traffic was
restored at 10.15 am today. 

BRIEF
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President Droupadi Murmu hon-
ours a recipient while conferring

the Sangeet Natak Akademi
Fellowships and Awards for the
years 2019, 2020 and 2021 at a

function in New Delhi, Thursday.

Low36 16High

Weather

MARKET

BULLION

NIFTY 17,511.25   
59,605.80   SENSEX

GOLD 55,775
SILVER 65,080

New Delhi, Feb 23 (PTI) 

Congress leader Pawan
Khera was arrested on
Thursday by Assam Police
in connection with an FIR
over alleged remarks
against Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, a day of
high drama that began
with him being deplaned
from a flight to Raipur and
his party leaders protest-
ing on the tarmac.

Khera, who was in the
headlines this week for ap-
parently fumbling on the
prime minister's father's
name during a press con-
ference, was released on
interim bail till February
28 by a Delhi court later in

the evening on the direc-
tions of the Supreme
Court.

He had moved the apex
court to seek relief in mul-
tiple FIRs against him in
Assam as well as in the

Uttar Pradesh towns of
Varanasi and Lucknow.

After dictating the order

granting interim bail,
Chief Justice of India D Y
Chandrachud, apparently

displeased with the
Congress leader's re-
marks, told senior advo-
cate A M Singhvi, who was
representing Khera, "We
have protected you
(Khera) but there has to be
some level of discourse."

"He (Khera) has made
statements in a press con-
ference. He has made cer-
tain statements which I
cannot say in the court but
I personally would not
have made," Singhvi, also
Khera's party colleague,
said in the apex court.

Khera, who was de-
planed while he was on his
way to the Chhattisgarh
capital to attend the party's
plenary session, told re-
porters outside the
Dwarka court in the
evening that the law had
come to his rescue and he
was grateful the apex court
had upheld his liberties.

Raipur, Feb 23 (PTI): 

Laying out a clear
roadmap for the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections and forging
poll tie-ups with like-mind-
ed parties to take on the BJP
will be the centre of discus-
sion at the three-day
Congress plenary session
starting here Friday.

The Congress top brass
will be in attendance at the
85th plenary session that
will primarily endorse the
presidentship of
Mallikarjun Kharge and
will pave the way for the
new working committee led
by him.

The session, which comes
in the backdrop of the
Bharat Jodo Yatra that has
been touted as a success by
the party, will be attended
by around 15,000 delegates.

On the first day of the
three-day session, the
Steering Committee, which
is playing the role of the
Working Committee (the
previous one was dissolved

until a new CWC is formed),
will also decide on whether
there will be elections to the
top decision-making body
or not. Sources said while a
section within the party, es-
pecially the younger lot,
wants elections to the CWC,
elders in the grand old
party want nomination in-
stead to avoid dissidence
within and enable cohesion
in the top body as the party
heads into a tough election
cycle ahead.

Winning few of the major
states this year would be the
key to Congress revival at
the Centre ahead of the Lok
Sabha elections.

The party seeks to keep
bitterness at bay, with most
seniors of the belief that
consensus is the best form
of election. The CWC has 25
members, including 12
elected members and 11
nominated ones, besides the
Congress president and the
leader of the party in
Parliament, as per the
party's constitution.

Raipur, Feb 23 (PTI) 

Biswa Bhusan
Harichandan took oath as
the ninth governor of
Chhattisgarh at a function
in the Raj Bhawan in capi-
tal Raipur on Thursday.

Harichandan, 89, served
as the governor of neigh-
bouring Andhra Pradesh
before being appointed as
the governor of
Chhattisgarh.

Chhattisgarh High
Court Chief Justice Arup
Kumar Goswami adminis-
tered the oath of office and
secrecy to Harichandan.

He has succeeded
Anusuiya Uikey, who was
recently appointed the
governor of Manipur.

Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,

Leader of Opposition in
the Assembly Narayan
Chandel, state ministers
and senior bureaucrats
were present on the occa-
sion. Hailing from Odisha,
Harichandan had been
elected as MLA five times

in that state and served as
a minister there for four
times. He was the founder
president of the Bharatiya
Janata Party in Odisha in
1980 and was elected as the
state party's chief for an-
other three terms.

New Delhi, Feb 23 (PTI) 

Bollywood star Akshay
Kumar, who has often
faced criticism over his
Canadian citizenship, says
India is everything to him
and he has already applied
for a change of passport.

He feels bad when peo-
ple say things without
knowing the reason for
him taking up Canadian
citizenship, Akshay said
in an interview in the first
episode of the new season
of Seedhi Baat on Aajtak.

"India is everything to
me... Whatever I have
earned, whatever I have
gained is from here. And
I'm fortunate that I get a
chance to give back. You
feel bad when people say
things without knowing

anything...," the 55-year-
old star said.

Akshay, known for his
films such as "Hera Pheri",
"Namastey London",
"Toilet: Ek Prem Katha"
and "Padman", also spoke
about a lean phase in his
career when he delivered
more than 15 flops. This
was in the 1990s. The poor
box office performance of

his films pushed him to
apply for Canadian citi-
zenship, he said. "I thought
that 'bhai, my films are not
working and one has to
work'. I went there for
work. My friend was in
Canada and he said, 'come
here'. I applied and I got in.

"I had just two films left
for release and it is just
luck that they both be-
came superhit. My friend
said, 'go back, start work-
ing again'. I got some
more films and I kept get-
ting more work. I forgot
that I had the passport. I
never thought that I
should get this passport
changed but now yes, I
have applied to get my
passport changed and
once I get the renounced
status from canada..."

Jaipur, Feb 23 (PTI) 

Deputy National Security
Adviser Pankaj Kumar Singh
on Thursday called for adop-
tion of new technologies for
railway security.
Speaking at the 18th UIC
World Security Congress, he
lauded the role of UIC and its
security platform for bringing
together all stakeholders to
develop solutions for emerging
security threats.
He highlighted the exceptional
role played by Railway
Protection Force in enhancing
passenger security through
various initiatives such as
Operation Nanhe Farishte for
rescue of children and
Operation AAHT for rescuing
women and children from the
clutches of traffickers. Singh
called for adoption of new
technologies such as Artificial

Intelligence, 5G and Internet
of Things (IoT) among others
to develop comprehensive
solutions for Railway Security
that covers all aspects of the
railway system including infra-
structure, operations, and pas-
senger experience.
The 18th UIC World Security
Congress was jointly organ-
ised by Railway Protection
Force (RPF) and the
International Union of
Railways (UIC). IT concluded
with the adoption of the Jaipur
Declaration, an official state-
ment said.
The Paris-headquartered UIC
(Union International Des
Chemins) or International
Union of Railways was estab-
lished in 1922. It is the world-
wide professional association
representing the railway sector
for research, development &
promotion of rail transport.

New Delhi, Feb 23 (PTI): 

A special NIA court here
on Thursday convicted a
man in a 2017 espionage
case after he was found to be
working for his Pakistan-
based handlers.

Mohd Parvez, a resident
of Delhi's Chandni Mahal,
was convicted by the special
court under various sec-
tions of the Indian Penal
Code and Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act,
a spokesperson of the feder-
al agency said. The official
said the case pertains to a
conspiracy hatched by for-
eign intelligence agencies to
obtain information from de-
fence personnel posted in
sensitive border areas of
India. "The convicted ac-
cused (Parvez) was found to

be working for handlers of
Pakistan intelligence servic-
es. Parvez was roped in by
one Hamza Bhai alias Billal
when he had gone to
Pakistan to visit his sisters,"
the spokesperson said. The
NIA said Parvez was moti-
vated to collect information
relating to vital installations
and also take their photo-
graphs.

"He got SIM cards issued
in the name of other people
and shared their WhatsApp
activation codes to his
Pakistani handlers for virtu-
al activation of the
WhatsApp accounts. He was
paid by his Pakistani han-
dlers during his trips to
Pakistan and also through
hawala channels in Delhi
for carrying out such tasks,"
the spokesperson said.

Pune, Feb 23 (PTI) 

External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar on
Thursday said the image
of India today is that of a
country that is willing to
go to any extent to protect
its national security.

Every country has its
challenges and no chal-
lenge is as sharp as that of
national security, he said,
adding that India is a
country that will neither
be pushed out nor will it
allow its basic bottom
lines to be crossed.

The minister was ad-
dressing 'Festival of
Thinkers', an event organ-
ised by Symbiosis

International University
here. "In the last few years,
we have been tested for a
long time on our western
border. I think things are a
little different now and

everyone will agree. Few
things had happened in
2016 and 2019 and we have
been tested and we are
being tested on our north-
ern borders," he said.

How India comes
through this test will show
our ability to stand up,
Jaishankar said.

"We have today the
image of the country
which is willing to do what
it takes to defend its na-
tional security. It (India) is
a very forbearing country,
a patient country, it is not
a country that goes around
picking fights with other
people, but it is a country
that will not be pushed
out. This is a country that

will not allow its basic bot-
tom lines to be crossed," he
said. "Since it is a po-
larised world, different
countries will try to preju-
dice you. They will urge
you. Sometimes they use
pretty strong words. Now
how do you stand up for
your interests and some-
times the interests of oth-
ers who may not have the
same ability and strengths
that you do. We are seeing
that today," he added.

Referring to the Ukraine
conflict, he said the pres-
sures which came with
that conflict were also the
moment when our sense of
independence and sense of
confidence were tested.

Amritsar, Feb 23 (PTI) 

The supporters of
Khalistan sympathiser
Amritpal Singh Thursday
clashed with police and
stormed into a police com-
plex in Punjab's Amritsar
district, protesting
against the arrest of one
of his associates.

Police had booked
Singh and his supporters
for allegedly kidnapping a
man.

Carrying swords and
guns, scores of supporters
led by Singh had assem-
bled at the police station
in Ajnala in Amritsar.

Earlier before reaching
Ajnala, they staged a

protest in the middle of
the road at Dhilwan toll
plaza in Kapurthala dis-
trict when they were
stopped by police from

march towards Amritsar.
But police later allowed
them to continue with
their march towards the
Ajnala police station.

New Delhi Feb 23 (PTI) 

Najih Sarfraz Khalid's 99.3 per-
centile NEET scores meant he
could get admission in any top
university, which he did, when
he got himself into a prestigious
medical college in Puducherry.
It was all right till another stu-
dent, Saminathan S, found a
glitch in his application and
approached authorities.
Khalid was found to have
claimed residency in two states
Kerala and Puducherry a fact
which as per Union Territory
admission norms rendered his
admission liable to be can-
celled. When the authorities did
not pay heed to Saminathan's
complaint, he approached the

Madras High Court. A single
judge bench of Madras High
Court on Wednesday asked the
Puducherry government and
the Union Health Ministry to
take an "appropriate decision"
on his admission. As of now,
Khalid's fate at college still
hangs in balance.
Citing the reason for reverting
the matter back to the admis-
sion authorities, Justice CV
Karthikeyan, the presiding
judge, said in the judgment,
"They had offered him a seat.
Now they will have to take an
appropriate decision. It is not
for the Court to advise a public
servant regarding their duty.
They will have to abide by their
rules."Khalid is currently a first
year MBBS student in
Puducherry campus of
Jawaharlal Institute of
Postgraduate Medical Education
and Research (JIPMER).

Khera deplaned, arrested,
released on interim bail

High drama as 
Cong’s spokesperson
nabbed on way to
Raipur

Congress leader Pawan Khera
being taken into police 

custody owing to an FIR against
him while was boarding a plane,

in New Delhi, Thursday.

RRaaiippuurr:: AICC National President Mallikarjun Kharge
charged that the Congress leaders and spokesman
are being troubled by the central government. We are
not being allowed to speak in the Parliament and by
doing so an attempt is being made to finish the free-
dom of expression, given to all by the Constitution'.
Kharge strongly condemned the act by the CRPF against AICC
spokesman Pawan Khera in Delhi and said that it is an attempt to
cause hindrance in the party's Plenary Session.

RRaaiippuurr:: Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Thursday hit out at the Bharatiya Janata Party-led
Union government after his party colleague Pawan
Khera was deplaned and detained at Delhi airport and
called it a conspiracy to disturb the 85th plenary ses-
sion of the Congress starting in Raipur. "The BJP-led
Centre has been trying to disturb us to ensure the plenary session is
not held successfully. Therefore, the Enforcement Directorate (ED)
conducted raids at premises of our party leaders (in Raipur on
Monday). Yesterday too raids were held at offices of three depart-
ments in bid to disturb the state government," Baghel said.

Kharge strongly condemns Khera’s arrest

‘BJP-led Centre trying to disturb  plenary session’

Congress plenary session

Brainstorming session to chalk
out strategy for upcoming polls  

Biswa Bhusan Harichandan sworn
in as Chhattisgarh Governor

Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel greets Biswabhusan
Harichandan after he was sworn-in as the 9th Governor of
Chhattisgarh, at a ceremony in Raipur, Thursday.

Delhi resident convicted by
NIA court for spying for Pak

Deputy NSA calls for adoption
of new tech for railway security

‘India’s image today is that of country ready to
go to any extent to protect its national security’

External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar speaks at 'Festival

of Thinkers Summit' at
Symbiosis International, in

Pune, Thursday.

Radical preacher Amritpal’s supporters
storm Ajnala police station

Followers clash with the police while breaking through barricades
at the police in protest against filing of FIR against him, at Ajnala
near Amritsar, Thursday.

Akshay Kumar on decision to renounce Canadian passport

‘India is everything to me’
99 percentile NEET scorer’s

fate hangs in balance  
Court orders 
action for flouting
residency norm

HOLI COLOURS

Students play Holi with 'gulaal' ahead of the festival of
colours, in Kanpur, Thursday.



Youth attacks
Constable with a knife
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 23: A 28-year-
old youth attacked a
Constable of District Police
with a knife on the inter-
vening night of Thursday.
The Constable has suffered
multiple injuries on legs
and is recuperating at JLN
Hospital, Sector 9. Father of
the accused is also a cop.

According to informa-
tion, the incident occurred
near Ratan Bar situated in
Civic Centre. The victim
Constable Tamradhwaj
Chandrakar (30) is posi-
tioned at Utai Police
Station. While returning
home at Sector 6 on

Wednesday, he stopped at
Civic Centre to meet his
friends. Tamradhwaj con-
sumed liquor with friends
at Ratan Bar till 22:30 hrs.
An altercation broke out be-
tween them while consum-
ing liquor. When Constable
Tamradhwaj came out of
the Bar, his friend followed
him and attacked with a
knife. Tamradhwaj suffered
multiple injuries on his
thighs. On information, a
team of Bhilai Nagar Police
Station reached the spot and
the injured was shifted to
Sector 9 Hospital. Police
have reportedly arrested
the suspects and investiga-
tions are on.

Amity University awards Honorary Professorship to Hemant Kumar
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 23: Amity
University has honoured
the Former Chief Legal
Advisor of Bhillai Steel
Plant (BSP), and the incum-
bent General Counsel of
Larsen & Toubro (L& T)
Group, Hemant Kumar
with its Honorary
Professorship. Hemant
Kumar is currently serving
as the Group General
Counsel for Larsen &
Toubro Ltd.

The Amity Group of
Educational Institutions is
a leading Private
Education Group that has
already established 11
Universities, 150+

Institutions, 28 Schools &
Preschools with more than
185,000 students at over
1300 acres in India and
abroad including London,
New York, Abu Dhabi,
Singapore, South Africa,
Mauritius, Tashkent,

Romania and Amsterdam,
and Uzbekistan.

A seasoned legal profes-
sional with over 35 years of
experience, Hemant Kumar
comes from a family of
lawyers, corporate coun-
sels, and judges. An expert

in litigations and arbitra-
tions under both Indian
and International
Laws/Acts, Kumar is a
Gold Medallist in LLB and
started his journey as an
Advocate.

He has also previously
held senior positions at
State Bank of India, BSP-
SAIL, JSW Steel (formerly
known as Ispat Industries),
President (Legal) - Reliance
ADAG and Group General
Counsel -Essar Group and
is widely recognized as a
veteran In-house Counsel
in Litigations and

Arbitrations. He has also
been empanelled as a facul-
ty with distinguished MBA
& Engineering colleges. In

fact, Kumar was also a
Paper Setter and Examiner
for the diploma course in
Safety Engineering
Examinations.

Hemant Kumar has been
a recipient of many presti-
gious awards in his glow-
ing career, including the
Jawahar Award, one of
BSP individual honours,
Business Excellence Award
by Legal League Counsel,
General Counsel of the
Year 2013 by Legal Era
magazine and also by
Corporate Counsel India
through former Justice
Deepak Kumar Verma and
Justice VS Sirpurkar,
Supreme Court of India.
He has also been awarded

as Chambers GC
Influencers Award: India
(2019) by Chambers and
Partners, London UK, and
"Legal Icon of India" (2020)
by Legal Era Magazine.
Under

the leadership of Kumar,
RSG London awarded
Corporate Legal
Department of Larsen &
Toubro Ltd as "Best Legal
Department of India".
Recently, Kumar, being a
BW Legal World Top 100
General Counsel 2020
Awardee, was exclusively
interviewed by BW Legal
World and was also fea-
tured on cover page of
their Magazine, in the
November 2021 edition.

Partially decomposed body
of woman recovered

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 23: On
Thursday, a partially de-
composed body of a mid-
dle aged woman was re-
covered from the outskirts
of village Dhaur in Jamul
Police Station limits. On
information, a police team
reached the spot and
crime scene investigations
were launched. Forensic

experts collected evidence
from the spot. The de-
ceased was aged around
40-45 years. Police made ef-
forts to get the women
identified by nearby vil-
lagers but remained clue-
less. It is supposed that the
body was 4 to 5 days old.
After preparing an in-
quest, police sent the body
for autopsy. Further inves-
tigations are on.

Indian Legends lift Shaheed Veer Narayan
Singh Indian Divyang T20 trophy 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 23: Indian Legends won
the Shaheed Veer Narayan Singh
Indian Divyang T20 Cricket
Tournament by defeating Indian
Fighters by 3 wickets. Chief guest
of the concluding ceremony Prem
Prakash Pandey, former Speaker
Chhattisgarh Vidhan Sabha gave
away the trophy and awards to the
winners and runner ups and other
awards. National President of
Divyang Cricket Association Ravi
Chauhan, Chhattisgarh President
Arun Kumar Srivastava, Senior
Superintendent of India Post Bhilai
Harish Mahawar, Seema
Srivastava, Manoj Agarwal and
representatives of associated or-
ganisations were present as spe-
cial guests. 

In his address Prem Prakash
Pandey said that Bhilai is a city of

many talents and abilities. In the
context of increasing sports activi-
ties on the national scenario, he
said that the vision of our Prime
Minister Narendra Modi is being
realized. He extended best wishes
to the players of all the four teams
who participated in this tourna-
ment organized under the aus-
pices of Shree Chaturbhuj
Memorial Foundation. National
President of Divyang Cricket
Association Ravi Chauhan said
that this successful tournament
has infused a new kind of energy
and enthusiasm and added that on
the basis of the way the Union gov-
ernment is encouraging disabled
cricket, the future of disabled
cricket in the seems to be very
bright. Arun Kumar Srivastava ex-
pressed confidence that he will
continue to get the opportunity to
organise such big tournaments in

the future as well. In the final,
Indian Fighters won the toss and
elected to bat first. The team
scored 114 runs on the loss of 9
wickets in the stipulated 20 overs.
Shiva Shankara scored 50 runs and
remained not out while Yogendra
Bhadauria scored 19 runs Rohan
scored 17 runs. Bowlers Ravindra,

Kalpesh Gaikar and Viju Das took
two wickets each while
Mohammad Majeed and Manish
Kumar took one wicket each, one
player was run out. Chasing the
target, Indian Legends scored 115
runs for 7 wickets in 20 overs.
Kalpesh Gaikar was 17 not out
while P Kumar scored 22 runs,

Mohammad Majeed scored 24
runs. Bowlers Pawan Kumar took 3
wickets, Jaffer Bhatt took 2 wick-
ets Mohammad Sadiq and Sunny
Goyat took one wicket each. Shiv
Shankara was the man of the
match. 

Match umpires were Anil Singh
and Mohammad Dawood Ansari
and TV umpires were Nitin Katwar.
Yogendra Bhadauria was declared
best batsman of the tournament,
Pawan Kumar the best bowler,
Tushar best wicketkeeper,
Ravindra Shante was the best
fielder and Pawan Kumar was the
player of the tournament. Ranjit
Singh, Jasveer Kaur, Abhishek
Singh, Shrimant Jha, Paurush
Awasthi, Rajesh Prajapati, Sumit
Tamrakar, Vinod Singh, Rahul
Patel, Rafiq Ansari, Akash
Vaishnav, Yogesh and several oth-
ers were present.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 23: Police ar-
rested two youth for al-
legedly shooting videos
brandishing a country
made pistol and uploading
it on a popular social
media platform. Both ac-
cused have been appre-
hended and illegal
weapons were recovered
from them.

Police thanked the re-
sponsive citizens who sent
this video on the personal
WhatsApp number of SP,
Durg after which the ac-
tion was initiated. Videos
were shot by the accused
on the Central Avenue
Road of Bhilai Township.

Three nos country-made
pistols, a sword and one
knife along with car-
tridges were recovered
from them. SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava in-
formed that they are mak-
ing sustained efforts to
curb the crimes and en-

sure law and order in the
district. Police are main-
taining vigil on the sus-
pects and people involved
in criminal activities.

Meanwhile, Police re-
ceived an Instagram Video
in which a youth was seen
firing a round with a coun-
try-made pistol. The ac-
cused and his friend were
also seen celebrating
birthday.

Taking the matter into

serious cognizance, a team
of Bhilai Bhatti Police
Station reached the resi-
dences of the youths seen
in the video and took them
into custody for question-
ing.

During interrogation,
one of them revealed that
he brought one Country-
made pistol and a sword
from his native place in
Bihar while the other
youth disclosed that he

brought 02 country-made
pistols, 02 live cartridges
and a small knife from his
native place in Gorakhpur
(Uttar Pradesh).

The illegal weapons
have been seized from the
possession of the accused
and further legal action is
being taken as per the pro-
visions mentioned in the
Arms Act.

The accused are identi-
fied as Akash Singh (19)
son of Satyendra Singh a
resident of Quarter No 15,
Block 7, Street 15-B, Sector
2 and Neeraj Kumar
Prasad (21) son of
Mahendra Kumar a resi-
dent of Street 21-A, House
No 12-F, Sector 7 Bhilai.

Inspector KK Kushwaha
(SHO Bhilai Bhatti),
Constables Abdul Shafiq,
Rajendra Banchor, Hiresh
Sahu, Ajay Singh, Amit
Singh, Shailesh Yadav,
Niyaz Khan and Bhim
Yadav played a vital role in
arresting the accused.

Peddler arrested with
psychotropic drugs

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 23: Police ar-
rested a ruffian and recov-
ered a large quantity of
psychotropic drugs from
his possession. The ac-
cused was illegally selling
the drugs to the addicts.
CSP Banker Vaibhav
Ramanlal informed that
the teams of different po-
lice stations are conduct-
ing a campaign against the
illegal trade of narcotics
and psychotropic drugs.

Cops are maintaining

vigil on the activities of
suspects and criminal
record holders. In this se-
quel, police received a tip
off regarding a suspect
who was peddling psy-
chotropic drugs in Mohan
Nagar Police Station lim-
its. Police team swung into
action and the suspect was
rounded up at Kailash
Nagar. On searching, 1728
capsules of psychotropic
drugs packed in 12 boxes
worth Rs 12633 were recov-
ered from him.

The accused Sushant

Haldar (32) son of
Parimal Haldar a resident
of Kailash Nagar was
booked under the provi-
sions mentioned in NDPS
Act. Inspector Vipin
Rangari, SI Uma Thakur,
ASI Kirendra Singh,
Constables Javed Khan,
Kishore Soni, Nasir
Baksh, Thomson Peter,
Kamlesh Yadav, Gaur
Singh, Prashant
Patankar, Bharthari
Nishad and Ajay Yadu
played a vital role in ar-
resting the accused.

Bhilai Steel Plant enhances 
production of special Steel Grades

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 23: SAIL-BSP
is proud of having provid-
ed the best and desired
grades of steel for the
Indian Railways, for dams,
bridges and skyscrapers
and for critical & important
projects of national impor-
tance in defence, energy
sector, space exploration
etc. Steel produced by
Bhilai has been used to
build Indian Navy's aircraft
carrier INS Vikrant &
other warships stated a

press communique.
Enhancing the propor-

tion of such special steel
grades in desired specifica-
tions and chemistry in total
volume of saleable steel
produced by SAIL-Bhilai
has been a thrust area
since these value added
grades fetch higher net
sales realisation and are
hence add richly to the
company's bottom line.

The proportion of spe-
cial steel grades in total vol-
ume of saleable steel in the
current fiscal year period

so far from April 22 to Jan
23 has been increased to
73.6% as compared to 67.6%
in the entire last fiscal year
2021-22. Besides the special
grade rails including R260
grade rails produced by the
Plant, the other special
steel grades include special
grade plates, TMT Bars &
Rods and special grade
semis as well.

The special grade plates
include Copper Bearing
plates, Boiler Quality, Ship
Building Quality, High
Tensile & SAILMA Grades,

SAILHard GRADE, DMR
249 Gr-A plates for Indian
Navy, Normalised Mild &
Normalised Rolled plates,
Plates thicker than 40 mm
with NDT, IS 2062E
250BM(MA) and IS- 2062 E
250 Gr- C. The total volume
of special grade plates pro-
duced in 2021-22 was
3,41,243 Tonnes whereas in
April to Jan period of 2022-
23, as much as 3,94,155 T of
special grade plates have
been produced.

The Plant's Wire Rod Mill
too produced special steel

grades including Electrode
Quality (EWNR) IS-2879
wire rods, TMT Rods, high
corrosion-resistant TMT
(HCRM) and earthquake
resistant TMT (EQR-D)
rods. The total volume of
special grade Wire Rods
produced from WRM in
2021-22 was 3,20,105 Tonnes
whereas in April to Jan pe-
riod of 2022-23, as much as
3,04,525 T of special grades
have been produced by
WRM.

The Plant's Merchant
Mill that produces special
steel TMT bars including
TMT (HCRM), TMT (Fe-
600), TMT (550D) and TMT
(Fe-500D) grades also pro-
duces light structurals in
special steel grades includ-
ing Sailma 2062 410 Gr. A,
2062 Cu, IS 2062 Gr-B (B0)
and IS 2062 250/350 (BR)
grades. Merchant Mill that
produced 4,21,930 T of spe-
cial steel grades in 2021-22
has in the current fiscal
year  produced 4,61,121 T in
April 22 to Jan 23 period.
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Two youth flaunt country-made pistol
on social media video, arrested

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 23: Under the
guidance of Sanjay Kumar
Jaiswal (District and
Sessions Judge /
Chairman, District Legal
Services Authority, Durg),
the District Legal Services
Authority organised spe-
cial legal awareness
camps on the occasion of
"World Social Justice Day"
on February 20, 2023.

With the help of parale-
gal volunteers, the camps
were organised at Samoda,
Karanja Bhilai, Jewra
Sirsa, Dhamdha-Naka,
Titurdih, Ruabandha
(Bhilai), Kolihapuri,
Anda, Hoda, Kuthrel,
Pulgaon, Mohlai,
Dhamdha etc in different
rural areas of Durg dis-
trict, informed DLSA
Secretary Ashish
Dahariya. Information
was provided to common
rural citizens about their

legal rights. They were in-
formed that all citizens /
people of all classes have
equal legal rights and they
can easily get free legal aid
advice.

The villagers were de-
tailed about the procedure
of seeking free legal ad-
vice and assistance
through the District Legal

Services Authority. They
were made aware about
the provisions of
Protection of Women from
Domestic Violence Act,
2005; Cybercrime, Victim
Compensation Scheme
2011 and Revised Act 2018,
POCSO Act, Maintenance
Rights of Women,
Consumer Protection Act,

1986; National Legal
Services Authority (Child-
friendly Legal Services for
Children and their
Protection) Scheme, 2015;
Legal Services Scheme for
Senior Citizens, 2016;
Special provisions of
Child Marriage
Prevention Act, 1929;
Maintenance and Welfare
of Parents and Senior
Citizens Act; etc. Villagers
and common people ex-
tended commendable co-
operation in organizing
the camps.

Hundreds of villagers
were benefitted from these
camps. Villagers can get
free legal help and advice
from the District Legal
Services Authority Durg
office. They can contact on
toll free no. 15100 and the
contact no of DLSA office -
0788-2330618. People were
informed that they can
seek free legal advice
while sitting at home.

DLSA organises awareness camps
on ‘World Day of Social Justice’

Two Tamil dramas to be
performed on Feb 26

Bhilai, Feb 23: After a
gap of several years,
Bhilai Tamil Manram will
organise two Tamil
Dramas on February 26,
2023. The dramas will be
performed at the BTM
Hall (Ganesh Mandir
Complex), Sector-05 from
16:00 hrs onwards.

A team of Kalalayam
Drama artist led by Jagan
from Coimbatore shall
present the two dramas
namely "Aradhanai Sei
Maname" (a family related
melody drama) from 16:00
hrs  and "Kai Pesi
Kavanavugal" (based on
current cell phone related
comedy drama) from 18:45
hrs to 20:45 hrs. Bhilai
Tamil Mannram (BTM) is
making elaborate arrange-
ments for the dramas
under the supervision of
G Venkata Subramanium,
President, S
Swaminathan, Secretary.
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Central Chronicle News

Mainpur, Feb 23: Even
after 75 years of independ-
ence in village Farsara,
Chhindaula, Dhobipara,
Luthapara of Gram
Panchayat Dabnai, tribal
development block
Mainpur area of
Gariaband district, pure
drinking water is not avail-
able to special backward
tribe Kamar tribals.

District officers of the
concerned Public Health
Engineering Department
are aware of the issue, and
they themselves have
handed over the informa-
tion about excessive

amount of red fluoride to
the administration, but till
now no positive initiative
has been taken to provide
pure drinking water to the
villagers.

In Farsara, a dependent
village of Gram Panchayat
Dabnai of Mainpur devel-
opment block, just 15 kilo-
meters away from Tehsil
Headquarters Mainpur,
these days people have to
struggle a lot for drinking
water, but the PHE depart-
ment has chose to remain
silent and there is a lot of
resentment among the vil-
lagers towards the people’s
representatives of the re-
gion. The population of

this village is around 830
and people of other castes
including the special back-
ward Kamar tribe also re-
side here and there are
more than a dozen hand-
pumps in these villages, in

which half of the hand-
pumps are lying damaged
and due to the release of
iron-rich red water in the
handpump the villagers
are forced to use Jharia
water. Sarpanch

Ghanshyam Nagesh of
Gram Panchayat, Deputy
Sarpanch Rameshwar
Sori, Chairman of Village
Development Committee
and Panch of Gram
Panchayat Roshan
Rathore, Village Head
Khamturam Rathore,
Tulsi Rathore, Fulmat
Netam told that several
times the officers of
Gariaband of PHE depart-
ment have been informed
about the drinking water
problem and have given
dozens of applications, but
the issue has been ceased
to be solved.

The villagers have de-
manded from Gariyaband
Collector Prabhat Malik
pure drinking water at the
earliest meanwhile Mr.
Yadav, SDO of Gariyaband
of Public Health
Engineering Department,
told that headpumps are
sufficient in village
Farsara, Chhindola,
Luthapara, Dhobipara and
the  tender is in process,
work order will be placed
in 15 days.

Ferrous rich water 
coming out of hand pumps

Central Chronicle News

Dongargaon, Feb 23: On
the lines of ‘Bharat Jodo
Yatra’, a grand welcome
was accorded to the ‘Hath
Jodo Yatra’ in village
Salikjitiya. Congress leader
and AICC member Kranti
Banjare, who traveled from
Kanyakumari to Kashmir
with Rahul Gandhi in
‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’, along
with District Kisan
Congress President
Madan Sahu and others,
were present on the 17th
day. This yatra started
from village Jhika of
Arjuni sector and reached
village Kesla. During
this, Congress office bear-
ers, regional public repre-
sentatives and villagers

participated and the lead-
ers did door-to-door public
relations and discussed
other issues including the
schemes of the state gov-
ernment. District Kisan
Congress President Madan
Sahu spoke here on the
plans of the state govern-
ment led by Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel. He said
that the Congress govern-
ment has changed the pic-
ture of the state and apart
from Nyaya Yojana,

Godhan Yojana, there are
many other aspects like
promotion of agriculture
and its products, easy
paddy procurement and
transportation arrange-
ments, due to which the
people of the state are be-
coming prosperous and
prosperous. Along with
women empowerment,
schemes have been brought
to strengthen the rural
economy by promoting
women’s groups.

‘Hath Jodo Yatra’ 
receives grand reception 

In Salikjitiya 

Central Chronicle News

Dalli-Rajhara, Feb 23: It
was on the night of
Thursday at 9:00 pm, two
persons died on the spot
near Bamhani under
Mahamaya Thana area
and four others got injured.
The accident took place be-
tween Gram Bamhani
Kopedera road under
Mahamaya Thana.

As per information in

this regard, Sandeep
Kumar Gram Parrekodo of
North Bastar Kanker, was
returning to his village
watching ‘Madhai’ at
Nalkasa and it was near
Gram Bamhani he collid-
ed head-on with bike of
Santram going to
Kopedera. Both died on
the spot and it is learnt
that three each were on
both the motorcycles and
in this four other got seri-

ously injured and were
sent to nearby centre
with help of 108.

Contractor in nexus
with officer neck deep

in corruption:
The people of

Mahamaya area who are
badly affected due to fer-
rous rich water due to
mining by BSP for iron
ore and others have lodge
complaint and after which
the management handed
over the road construc-
tion work to one of its
close aid and this contrac-
tors is openly involved in
corruption.

It is without checking

the quality of roads, the
contractual firm is sanc-
tioned the amount before
its completion and it is the
two-wheeler rider who are
made to face the outcome.

BSP handing over 
contract to selected few:

As per information in
this regard, there are few
officers in the BSP man-
agement, who are about to
face retirement in few
months and the only tar-

get for them is to fill up
their coffers before retire-
ment.

This is probably one of
the reason that the quality
of road is worse and so far
2 persons have lost their
lives and it would be
doubtful that more deaths
may take place, if the qual-
ity of road remains the
same and the BSP manage-
ment continue to remain
mute spectator.

BSP management not strict against road contractors!
So far two persons have lost life due to poor quality roads in Dalli-Rajhara area
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Raipur, Feb 23: Chief
Secretary Mr. Amitabh
Jain has instructed the
secretaries of the depart-
ments of the state govern-
ment that during the budg-
et session of the Vidhan
Sabha held from March 1,
2023, the officers should be
present with the necessary
information of their de-
partment. Study the issues
of your department thor-
oughly in the assembly, he
added. The Chief
Secretary has asked the of-
ficers to present the neces-
sary information of their
department in the Vidhan
Sabha within the pre-
scribed time limit. He said
that the Principal
Secretary should compul-
sorily give the information
to be presented in the
Vidhansabha to the
Parliamentary Affairs
Department and the
General Administration
Department. The Chief
Secretary reviewed the

preparations for the up-
coming budget session of
the Vidhan Sabha at
Mantralaya Mahanadi
Bhavan here on Tuesday.
The Chief Secretary has
instructed the departmen-
tal secretaries to be pres-
ent in the Vidhan Sabha
with necessary informa-
tion related to the
Governor’s address, mo-
tion of thanks and assur-
ance. Similarly, instruc-
tions were given to pre-
pare thoroughly for call-
ing attention motion, ad-
journment, question hour,
zero hour etc.

The Chief Secretary has
also given instructions to
make available the admin-

istrative reports of all the
departments in the
Vidhan Sabha on time dur-
ing the Vidhan Sabha ses-
sion. The Parliamentary
Affairs Department has
also been asked to provide
information in this re-
gard.

He said that the officers
whose duty has been im-
posed in the Vidhansabha
should compulsorily be
present on the scheduled
dates with necessary infor-
mation.

Leave should not be
sanctioned during the as-
sembly session. DGP Mr.
Ashok Juneja, Additional
Chief Secretary Mr.
Subrat Sahoo, Principal

Secretary Parliamentary
Affairs Department Mr.
Alok Shukla, Principal
Secretary Home and
Forest Mr. Manoj Kumar
Pingua, Secretary to
Governor Mr. Amrit
Kumar Khalkho,
Secretary of Finance
Department were present
in this meeting organized
through video conference.
Mrs. Alarmel Mangai D.,
Secretary of Public Works
and Public Relations
Department, Mr.
Siddharth Komal
Pardeshi, Secretary of
General Administration
Department, D.D.Singh,
Secretary, Agriculture
Department, Dr.
Kamalpreet Singh,
Secretary, Tourism
Department, Mr.
Anbalagan P., Secretary,
Revenue, Mr. NN Ekka,
Secretary, Energy
Department, Mr. Ankit
Anand, Secretary, School
Education Department,
Dr. S. Bharathidasan and
officials of other depart-
ments were present in the
meeting.

Officers should be ready to present
necessary information: CS

During the budget
session

Students of BBPS outshine
in ‘NSTS examination’

Sipat, Feb 23: The
students of Bal
Bharati Public School
(BBPS), NTPC Sipat
have proved their ex-
cellence by perform-
ing excellently in the
examination of
National Science
Talent Search (NSTS)
2023. Nimit Srivastava
of Class VI has
brought laurels to his
parents and school by
securing the first posi-
tion in Chhattisgarh
and Arnav Saxena of
Class IX by securing
the second position in
the recently conduct-
ed examination.

The main objective
of NSTS examination
is to identify the tal-
ented students and
provide them scholar-
ship. The Principal of
the school, Mr.
Shalabh Nigam con-
gratulated them for
their excellent per-
formance and wished
them a bright future.

Raipur, Feb 23: Raipur
Development Authority
Chairman Subhash
Dhuppad met Chhattisgarh
Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu at his
residence yesterday regard-
ing the demand of opening
a police station in Kamal
Vihar project. For a long
time the residents in
Kamal Vihar Project area
have been complaining
about gathering of anti-so-
cial elements and rising in-
cidents of theft and loot,
Dhuppad told the Home
Minister. He said that cov-
ers of sewer lines built on
the side of roads, grills in

gardens were being stolen.
Activities of anti-social ele-
ments in the area filled
anger and fear in the resi-
dents of Kamal Vihar, he
said.

Residents and represen-
tatives from the area ap-
proached the concerned au-
thority several times and
requested to start a police
station, he said.

Kamal Vihar is a large
residential project, devel-
oped in an area of about
1600 acres, Dhuppad in-
formed the Home Minister
while handing over a mem-
orandum to the Minister.
Authority has made provi-
sion of 8206 square feet plot
in Sector-9 for construction
of police station in the
project, he said. So far
houses were constructed
on 1950 plots in Kamal

Vihar, he said and added
that 100 houses were also
being constructed by the al-
lottees. Apart from this,
construction of 5800 EWS
and LIG flats is nearing
completion by the authori-
ty in various sectors,
whose possession will be
given soon, he said. The
population of Kamal Vihar
is continuously increasing,
therefore, from the point of
view of security, a police
station should be opened
soon in the project area, he
said. Home Minister
Tamdhwaj Sahu assured
the RDA chairman of ini-
tiative to set up a police sta-
tion in Kamal Vihar proj-
ect. The RDA chairman
also wrote a letter to the
Director General of Police,
Chhattisgarh in this re-
gard.

RDA Chairman demands police
station in Kamal Vihar

Meets Home
Minister and writes
a letter to DGP

Central Chronicle News

Bacheli, Feb 23: The glo-
rious birth anniversary of
Lord Baden Powell,
founder of the Boy Scout
Movement and his wife
Lady Olave Baden Powell
founder of the Girl Guides
Movement was celebrated
with great honour by the
DAVians of Bacheli.

At the very outset the
Principal Dr.Chetna
Sharma lighted the candle
and paid ceremonial hom-
age by garlanding the
Portrait of Lord Baden
Powell.

Thereafter, the Scout
and Guide Incharge - Mrs.
Jolly Thomas, addressed
the gathering with a short
review of the life of Lord

Baden Powell and Lady
Olave Baden Powell.

Scouts and Guides, Cubs
and Bulbuls of DAV Public
School, Bacheli along with
the teaching faculty par-
ticipated in the celebra-
tion which was also ob-

served as “World Thinking
Day”. The celebration
ended by commemorating
the inspiring quotes of
Lord Baden Powell - “The
most worth-while thing is
to try to put happiness in
the lives of others”.

World Thinking day celebration
held at DAVPS

Bilaspur, Feb 23: Vice-
Chancellor of Guru
Ghasidas Vishwavidyalaya
(Central University),
Professor Alok Kumar
Chakrawal called on
Union Minister, Dr.
Mansukh Mandaviya,
Minister of Health and
Family Welfare and
Chemicals and Fertilizers
on February 21, 2023 in
Delhi.

V i c e - C h a n c e l l o r
Professor Alok Kumar
Chakrawal honoured
Union Minister of Health
and Family Welfare and
Chemicals and Fertilizers,
Honorable Dr. Mansukh
Mandaviya by presenting a
bouquet. The Vice-
Chancellor, Prof.
Chakrawal discussed in
detail with Honorable
Minister Dr. Mandaviya
the Central Animal House
Research Facility project
in the university. The Vice-
Chancellor said that the
Central Animal House and

Research Facility project
worth about Rs 50 crore
will prove to be useful for
researchers in all subjects
related to science and in-
terdisciplinary research.

The meeting came just
days after Guru Ghasidas
Vishwavidyalaya, under
the leadership of
Honorable Vice-
Chancellor, Professor Alok
Kumar Chakrawal, sent a
proposal for the Central
Animal House and

Research Facility project
worth about Rs 50 crore to
the Union Ministry of
Health and Family
Welfare. Under this proj-
ect, facilities related to
availability of animals for
research in the fields of
biotechnology, zoology and
pharmacy will be provided,
and this will give an impe-
tus to quality research in
the university. This project
is the first of its kind in
Chhattisgarh, under which

provision will also be made
for establishment of breed-
ing facility so that future
research needs can be met.
The facility will boost the
teaching, training and re-
search facilities, will help
meet the growing demand
for high quality laboratory
animals and will also help
in drug discovery which
can be crucial in meeting
the medical needs of the
country.

The Vice-Chancellor,
Prof. Chakrawal gave de-
tailed information to
Honorable Union Minister
Mandaviya ji about the
progress being made in
various areas of academ-
ics, research, and innova-
tion in the university. He
told that the facility of
inter- and multidiscipli-
nary research is being
started from session 2023in
keeping with the aim of
having the complete imple-
mentation of the National
Education Policy in the
university. Professor
Chakrawal also shared the
information that employ-
ment-oriented education,
skill development, and
value-based education
being at the heart of the

National Education Policy
2020, Guru Ghasidas
Central University has
started the ‘Swavalambi
Chhattisgarh’ scheme for
entrepreneurship which is
coming up well with the
registration of companies
and students on its portal
and it will go along with the
concept of ‘education dur-
ing as well as after educa-
tion’.

Union Minister Dr.
Mansukh Mandaviya ji ex-
pressed the hope that under
the efficient leadership of
Professor Chakrawal, the
all-round development of
Guru Ghasidas Central
University will continue.
He expressed hope that
with the ongoing substan-
tial infrastructure develop-
ment, research, and sports
activities the university
will be able to make its
mark at national and inter-
national levels. On the re-
quest of the Vice-
Chancellor, Prof.
Chakrawal’s, Honorable
Union Minister, Dr.
Mansukh Mandaviya as-
sured continuous guidance
and cooperation for the de-
velopment of the Central
University.

V-C Prof. Chakrawal meets Union Minister Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya
Union Minister Dr.
Mandaviya endorses
GGV’s initiative for
animal house

Kondagaon, Feb 23:
Collector Deepak Soni
along with CEO District
Panchayat Prem Prakash
Sharma, DFO Kondagaon
RK Jangade, DFO Keshkal
N. Gurunathan and other
officials displayed their
outstanding talent in the
State Level Senior
Archery Competition and
the girl students of the dis-
trict selected for the

National Archery
Competition. Best wishes
were given to Ramita Sori,
Sushila Netam and Savitri

Mandavi for proving their
superiority by performing
well in the National
Archery competition.

Collector congratulates 3 girl students 
Selected in the
archery competition

Jagdalpur, Feb 23:
Collector Chandan Kumar
instructed to upload the
options of all officers and
employees in the Karmic
Sampada portal compulso-
rily by February 24 for
new and old pension
scheme. In Bastar district,
the option of new and old
pension scheme is to be
taken from 14137 employ-
ees, in which about 20 per-
cent of the employees have
so far given the option.

He instructed to speed
up the works of Jal Jeevan
Mission. On Tuesday, in
the time-limit meeting

held in the Prerna hall of
the district office, he in-
structed the executive en-
gineer of the Public
Health Engineering
Department to speed up
the work of the Jal Jeevan
Mission. For this, he in-
structed to continuously
monitor the works of all
the work agencies.
Instructions were given to
provide tap connections
on priority basis in all
schools, Anganwadi cen-

ters, health centers,
ashram-hostels and gov-
ernment offices.

He also instructed to
speed up the work of pro-
viding electricity connec-
tion for the operation of
Jal Jeevan Mission.
Divisional Forest Officer
DP Sahu, Chief Executive
Officer of District
Panchayat Prakash Sarve
and district level officers
were present in the meet-
ing. Collector also directed

to appoint teachers in
schools where there is
shortage of teachers. He
also directed the officers
for the development of
playgrounds in the
schools. During the review
of the works of the Health
Department, he instructed
to conduct health check-up
and treatment of maxi-
mum number of villagers
in Haat-Bazars. He also
gave instructions to organ-
ize camps for making
Ayushman cards.
Instructions were also
given to make maximum
use of all nutritional reha-
bilitation centers for the
treatment of malnour-
ished children and to
make mothers aware
about the health of the
children.

Provide option for new and old pension scheme by Feb 24 
Collector issues
instructions in the
Time-Limit meeting

Kondagaon, Feb 23:
During Corona period, it
was directed to give fee
waiver to the students in
private schools, but due to
non-compliance of this di-
rective, the students
studying in the private
schools and their parents
are worried. So that V-P
Nagar Palika Jasketu met
the District Education of-
ficer (DEO) Ashok Patel
and submitted a memo-
randum apprising him
about the same. On this
the students and their par-
ents are in trouble, as the

exams have started in the
Schools and with no fee-
waiver by the private
schools in Kondagaon, the
parents are worried. All
the schools were directed
during the Corona period
that the school fees should
be exempted up to 50 per-
cent, and even after that
exemption has not being

granted in the private
schools and the parents
are being pressurised to
deposit the school fees and

with a waring that if they
do not then they may face
problems in appearing in
the exam.

V-P Nagar Palika submits memo to DEO

Fees was waived off during Corona period and free educa-
tion was ordered for those who do not have parents. We have
got complaints of many parents and likewise all private
schools are being informed to grant waiver in school fees dur-
ing the corona period. Ashok Patel, DEO, Kondagaon.

Raipur, Feb 23: Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel on Wednesday
paid tributes to the first vision-
ary of Chhattisgarh’s state for-
mation, late Dr. Khoobchand
Baghel, on his death anniver-
sary by offering flowers and
lighting a lamp in front of his
portrait, at his residence office
here.

On this occasion, Chief
Minister Baghel said that Dr.
Khoobchand Baghel had dreamt
of Chhattisgarh state first. He
dedicated his entire life to the wel-
fare of society and farmers. He
played an important role in several
social movements, including the edu-

cation and cooperatives sectors.
During the Indian independence
struggle, he worked to raise national
awareness in Chhattisgarh. He

strongly opposed social evils
and started the “Pankti Todo”
movement. He spread social
awareness against evils through
plays like ‘Karmacharha’,
‘Janrail Singh’, and ‘Unch-
Neech’. In honor of his achieve-
ments and personality, Dr.
Khoobchand Baghel Swasthya
Sahayata Yojana has been start-
ed in the medical field and Dr.

Khoobchand Baghel Samman has
been established to encourage impor-
tant achievements and research in
the field of agriculture.

CM pays tributes to Dr. Khoobchand Baghel 
On his death anniversary

Kondagaon, Feb 23:
Forest rights recognition
letter and ‘Rin pustika’ is
being distributed under
the Scheduled Tribes and
other Traditional Forest
people (Recognition of
Forest Rights) Act resid-
ing under Baderajpur
Development Block of
Keshkal Vidhan Sabha
area. It was in the pres-
ence of local public repre-
sentatives and adminis-
trative officers in village
Korgaon, 281 beneficiar-
ies of Baderajpur
Development Block were

distributed forest rights
recognition letters at the
hands of Dy. Speaker
State Assembly and
Keshkal MLA Santaram
Netam here on
Wednesday. An amount of
Rs. 30 lakh has been paid
to 69 Panchayats of

District Panchayat
Keshkal as the second in-
stallment of Rajiv Yuva
Mitan Club Scheme.

As per the intention of
the government, more
than 300 villagers of
Keshkal Vidhan Sabha
have been distributed for-

est rights approval letters.
During this time, Mandi
Committee President
Dhannuram Markam, dis-
trict member Santoshi
Netam, Hiralal Netam,
Hiraman Pandey, district
member Vinod Nag,
Sarpanch Ramayan
Dhruva, Dy. Sarpanch
Narendra Jain,
Sarpanchs Ghasuram
Netam, Ramsay Markam,
Kaneshwari Netam and
Binda Meshram and local
public representatives
and a large number of vil-
lagers were present.

Keshkal MLA distributes forest rights letter 

Alleges that private
schools in
Kondagaon are not
adhering to DEO’s
guidelines
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Islamabad, Feb 23 (PTI):

The Afghan Taliban
leaders have promised to
cooperate with Pakistan
on its concerns about the
presence of the Tehreek-i-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP)
militants and sanctuaries
on their soil after
Islamabad delivered a
stark warning to them to
rein in the outlawed outfit
amid a rise in terror at-
tacks across the country.

The promise came dur-
ing a day-long trip by a
high-level Pakistani dele-
gation led by Defence
Minister Khawaja
Muhammad Asif to Kabul
on Wednesday, amidst the
worsening of ties between
the two neighbours over
the issue, according to a
media report.

Pakistan’s Foreign
Office said the growing
TTP and IS-K threat was
discussed and “the two
sides agreed to collaborate
to effectively address the
threat of terrorism”.

The delegation included

ISI Chief Lt Gen Nadeem
Anjum, Foreign Secretary
Asad Majid, Special Envoy
on Afghanistan
Muhammad Sadiq and
Pakistan’s charg d’affaires
in Afghanistan Obaid
Nizamani.

The visit took place days
after the TTP gunmen
raided the police head-
quarters in Karachi in
which four people includ-
ing three security person-
nel lost their lives. Earlier
a suicide bomb explosion
in Peshawar mosque on
January 30 claimed more
than 100 lives. The TTP
was blamed for the

mosque attack as well.
Pakistan has witnessed

a surge in TTP violence
since peace talks between
the militant group and the
government began to fal-
ter last year. The TTP for-
mally ended the ceasefire
on November 28 and since
then 58 attacks have been
claimed by the group in
which 170 people died.

Many of these attacks
were planned and directed
by the TTP leadership
based in Afghanistan.

A senior Pakistani offi-
cial said the delegation de-
livered a pointed message
to the Taliban officials that

Afghanistan-based TTP el-
ements must be reined in,
the Dawn newspaper said.

The visiting delegation
met Taliban Deputy Prime
Minister Mullah Abdul
Ghani Baradar, Defence
Minister Mawlavi
Mohammad Yaqoob
Mujahid, Interior
Minister Sirajuddin
Haqqani and Foreign
Minister Amir Khan
Muttaqi.

Afghan leaders have in
the past always rejected
the allegations that TTP
used their country’s soil
for attacks in Pakistan, but
the official said this time
they surprisingly agreed
to cooperate on the issue,
the report said.

“Probably they realised
the gravity of the situa-
tion,” the official further
said.

The details of the coop-
eration against the TTP
would be worked out in
subsequent meetings be-
tween the two sides at the
expert and technical 
levels.

Afghan Taliban promises
to help Pakistan

LANDSLIDE

Rescue workers look for bodies after a landslide triggered by heavy rains near Barra do Sahy beach in the coastal
city of Sao Sebastiao, Brazil.

Peshawar, Feb 23 (PTI):

Pakistan’s security
forces gunned down six
Tehreek-i-Taliban mili-
tants on Thursday in an
intelligence-based opera-
tion in the country’s
restive Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province,
police said.

The operation was joint-
ly conducted by the
Counter Terrorism
Department and the police
in the Lakki Marwat dis-
trict of the province after
information on the pres-
ence of terrorists in the
area was received.

According to a police of-
ficial, the militants were
planning an attack at the
Abbassa Khattak police
post in the district.

Acting on the tip-off, an

operation was launched,
in which six TTP militants
were killed following a
shootout that ensued be-
tween the security squad
and the terrorists.

Weapons, ammunition,
and grenades were recov-
ered from the possession
of those killed.

The Counter Terrorism
Department has launched
a search operation in the
area.

Outlawed TTP has in-
creased the attacks in re-
cent months and has ap-
parently become stronger
since the takeover of
Afghanistan by the
Taliban.

The militant group, set
up as an umbrella group of
several militant outfits in
2007, called off a ceasefire
with the federal govern-

ment and ordered its mili-
tants to stage terrorist at-
tacks across the country.

The TTP was reportedly
behind last month’s sui-
cide attack on a mosque
here in which more than
100 people, mostly police
personnel were killed.

The group, which is be-
lieved to be close to Al-
Qaeda, has been blamed
for several deadly attacks
across Pakistan, including
an attack on army head-
quarters in 2009, assaults
on military bases, and the
2008 bombing of the
Marriott Hotel in
Islamabad.

In 2014, the Pakistani
Taliban stormed the Army
Public School in the north-
western city of Peshawar,
killing at least 150 people,
including 131 students.

Six TTP militants killed in Pakistan
Pierre (US), Feb 23 (AP):

A brutal winter storm
that trapped drivers on icy
roads, blacked out hundreds
of thousands of homes,
grounded airplanes and
closed schools across much
of the country was poised to
slam California Thursday.

“We are in for a VERY
busy week!” the National
Weather Service bureau in
San Diego tweeted. “We
have issued warnings for
damaging winds, heavy
mountain snow, highly haz-
ardous boating conditions
and the list goes on.”

For the first time since
1989, the weather service is-
sued a blizzard warning for
Southern California moun-
tains that runs through

Saturday. Some coastal
areas could see 10-foot (3-
metre) waves and a few at
up to 14 feet (4.3 metres)
through Thursday, forecast-
ers said.

“Nearly the entire popu-
lation of CA will be able to
see snow from some van-
tage point later this week if
they look in the right direc-
tion (i.e., toward the highest
hills in vicinity),” UCLA cli-
mate scientist Daniel Swain
tweeted Wednesday.

The storm, one in a series
that was expected to pum-
mel the country through the
week, sowed chaos coast to
coast. At one point
Wednesday, more than 65
million people in more than
two dozen states were under
weather alerts. The wintry

mix hit hard in the north-
ern US, closing schools, of-
fices, even shutting down
the Minnesota Legislature.
About 90 churches in west-
ern Michigan cancelled Ash
Wednesday services,
WZZM-TV reported.

In Wyoming, the state
Transportation Department
posted on social media that
roads across much of the
southern part of the state
were impassable.

Rescuers tried to reach
people stranded in vehicles
but high winds and drifting
snow created a “near-impos-
sible situation” for them,
said Sgt. Jeremy Beck of the
Wyoming Highway Patrol.
“They know their locations,
it’s just hard for them to get
them,” he said.

California may get slammed by
brutal storm front sweeping US

Washington, Feb 23 (PTI):

India has joined a global
platform launched by the
US and the UAE with an
aim to accelerate invest-
ment and support for cli-
mate-smart agriculture
and food systems innova-
tion, the state department
said here. The Agriculture
Innovation Mission for
Climate (AIM4C) was
launched by the two na-
tions in November 2021.

Joint Secretary of the
Ministry of External
Affairs Dammu Ravi
signed a letter expressing
the Indian intention to
join the AIM4C on the
margins of the I2U2 -
Israel, India, the United
States and the United Arab

Emirates - Business
Forum in Abu Dhabi.

The inaugural I2U2
Business Forum was held
on Wednesday.

“IM4C seeks to increase
investment in and support
for climate-smart agricul-
ture and food systems in-
novation. To date, the
AIM4C initiative has suc-
cessfully increased these
investments to more than
USD8 billion globally,” the
state department said in a
statement.

“With today’s announce-
ment, India joins the more
than 275 partners, includ-
ing 42 governments, who
are working to collectively
advance AIM4C’s mission
by supporting invest-
ment,” the statement said.

India joins Agriculture
Innovation Mission for Climate

Beirut, Feb 23 (AP):

The Islamic State group
has carried out its dead-
liest attacks in more than
a year, killing dozens of
civilians and security offi-
cers in the deserts of cen-
tral Syria, even as people
of northern Syria have
been digging out of the
wreckage from the re-
gion’s devastating earth-
quake.

The bloodshed was a re-
minder of the persistent
threat from IS, whose
sleeper cells still terrorise
populations nearly four
years after the group was
defeated in Syria.

The attacks also under-
scored the extremists’ lim-
itations. IS militants have
found refuge in the remote
deserts of Syria’s interior
and along the Iraqi-Syrian
border. From there, they

lash out against civilians
and security forces in both
countries. But they are
also hemmed in by oppo-
nents on all sides: Syrian
government troops as well
as Kurdish-led fighters
who control eastern Syria
and are backed by US
forces. American raids
with their Kurdish-led al-

lies have repeatedly killed
or caught IS leaders and,
earlier this month, killed
two senior IS figures.

The IS attacks this
month were largely
against a very vulnerable
target: Syrians hunting
truffles in the desert.

The truffles are a sea-
sonal delicacy that can be

sold for a high price. Since
the truffle hunters work in
large groups in remote
areas, IS militants in pre-
vious years have repeated-
ly preyed on them, emerg-
ing from the desert to
abduct them, kill some
and ransom others for
money.

On February 11, IS fight-
ers kidnapped about 75
truffle hunters outside the
town of Palmyra. At least
16 were killed, including a
woman and security offi-
cers, 25 were released and
the rest remain missing.

Six days later, on Friday,
they attacked a group of
truffle hunters outside the
desert town of Sukhna,
just up the highway from
Palmyra, and fought with
troops at a security check-
point close by. At least 61
civilians and seven sol-
diers were killed.

IS attacks on Syria truffle hunters are deadliest in a year

Washington, Feb 23 (AP):

Even as Democrats cele-
brated the 100th judicial
confirmation of Joe Biden’s
presidency, they are clam-
ouring for more and some
are flirting with ending a
century-long Senate prac-
tice to help make it happen.

The rising friction over
what in Washington parl-
ance is known as the “blue
slip” is creating tensions on
the Senate panel that han-
dles judicial nominations
and prompting stern warn-
ings from Republicans
about a dangerous escala-
tion in the partisanship
that already dominates the
judicial confirmation
process.

The clash over Senate
procedure could have major
ramifications for Biden as
he seeks to fill as many
court vacancies as possible
during the final two years
of his term.

Aghast at the speed with
which Republicans ap-
proved judges during the
Trump era, Democrats have
made the confirmation to
the courts a top priority,
vowing to fill every seat pos-
sible.

Their focus on the nomi-
nations is even greater now
that Republicans control
the House and can stall
much of Biden’s broader
legislative agenda. Since at
least 1917, the chairman of
the Senate Judiciary

Committee has sent a blue-
coloured form, or “blue
slip”, to the senators repre-
senting the home state of a
judicial nominee. A blue
slip returned with a posi-
tive response signals the
senator’s approval of mov-
ing forward with a nomina-
tion hearing. But if the blue
slip is not returned or
comes back with a negative
response, that means the
home state senator objects,
which can doom the nomi-
nation. Republicans during
Donald Trump’s presidency
determined the lack of a
positive blue slip would not
stop them from moving for-
ward with considering ap-
pellate court nominees and
they did so 17 times.

Democrats were livid,
pointing out that
Republicans blocked sever-
al of President Barack
Obama’s appellate nomi-
nees by declining to return
a positive blue slip.

Now, Democrats are
being encouraged to follow
suit and do away with the
blue slip when it comes to
the district judges whose
courts serve as the starting
point for federal civil and
criminal cases.

“In many respects, it is
an archaic holdover from a
different era,” said Sen.
Richard Blumenthal, D-
Conn. “I think we’re maybe
reaching the point of decid-
ing whether it will be con-
tinued.”

Democrats consider break with 
tradition to get Biden more judges

United Nations, Feb 23 (PTI):

UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres has called
Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine “an affront to our
collective conscience” that
violates the UN Charter and
challenges “the cornerstone
principles and values of our
multilateral system.”

The war started a year
ago is fanning regional in-
stability and fuelling global
tensions and divisions, he
said as the General
Assembly is set to adopt a
resolution that underscores
the need to reach a compre-
hensive, just and lasting
peace in war-torn Ukraine.

His strong statement
came as the 193-member UN
General Assembly resumed
the Emergency Special
Session on Ukraine on
Wednesday and the world
body marked one year of
the Russian invasion of

Ukraine.
Addressing the session,

Guterres said the one-year
mark of Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine stands as a
“grim milestone for the peo-
ple of Ukraine and for the
international community.
“That invasion is an affront
to our collective conscience.
It is a violation of the
United Nations Charter and
international law. It is hav-

ing dramatic humanitarian
and human rights conse-
quences. And the impact is
being felt far beyond
Ukraine.”

“As I said from day one,
Russia’s attack on Ukraine
challenges the cornerstone
principles and values of our
multilateral system,”
Guterres said.

He added that the war is
also “fanning regional in-

stability and fuelling global
tensions and divisions
while diverting attention
and resources from other
crises and pressing global
issues.”

“War is not the solution.
War is the problem While
prospects may look bleak
today, we must all work
knowing that genuine, last-
ing peace must be based on
the UN Charter and inter-
national law.”

The UN General
Assembly is expected to
vote on a draft resolution
Thursday tiled Principles of
the Charter of the United
Nations underlying a com-
prehensive, just and lasting
peace in Ukraine’ that will
underscore “the need to
reach, as soon as possible, a
comprehensive, just and
lasting peace in Ukraine in
line with the principles of
the Charter of the United
Nations.”

UN chief condemns Russian ‘affront’ in Ukraine

Washington, Feb 23 (PTI):

India will host an event
on Gandhian thought and
philosophy at the UN
headquarters in New
York to discuss how the
fundamental values of
pluralism, democracy and
rule of law can be
strengthened to build
peaceful and inclusive so-
cieties.

Thursday’s event comes
as the UN Security
Council is scheduled to
hold a discussion on
Ukraine on Friday.

To be organised jointly
by the Permanent
Mission of India to the
United Nations and the
University for Peace at the
Economic and Social

Council Chamber, the
event is expected to be at-
tended by diplomats from
across the world.

Announcing the event
in a tweet, India’s
Permanent Mission to the
United Nations said,
“Join us tomorrow at UN
for a thought-provoking
initiative on the centrality
of Mission Life & sustain-
able development to
Gandhian thought as part
of the India Roundtable
series.”

It also shared a quote by
Gandhi: “In a gentle way,
you can shake the world.”

According to the UN’s
website, the meeting will
discuss examples of how
sustainable lifestyles can
be promoted to combat

the adverse effects of cli-
mate and environmental
degradation and how the
fundamental values of
pluralism, democracy and
rule of law can be
strengthened to build
peaceful and inclusive so-
cieties. The objective of
this meeting is to shine a
light on Mahatma
Gandhi’s doctrine of
‘Trusteeship’ and its rele-
vance in today’s world
with a focus on the con-
cept of ‘Human
Flourishing’ to promote
sustainable lifestyles and
enduring peace.

The announcement
comes as the UN General
Assembly held an
Emergency Special
Session on Ukraine.

UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres said the
one-year mark of the
Russian Federation’s in-
vasion of Ukraine stands
as a grim milestone for
the people of Ukraine and
for the international com-
munity. “The invasion is a
violation of the United
Nations Charter and in-
ternational law and is
having dramatic humani-
tarian and human rights
consequences,” he said.

“The position of the
United Nations is un-
equivocal: We are commit-
ted to the sovereignty, in-
dependence, unity and
territorial integrity of
Ukraine, within its inter-
nationally recognized bor-
ders,” Guterres said.

India to host event at UN on Gandhian
thought and philosophy



A SHA workers are volunteers
from within the community

who are trained to provide informa-
tion and assist people in accessing
the benefits of various health care
schemes of the government. They
act as a bridge connecting under-
served communities with facilities
such as primary health centers, sub-
centers, and district hospitals. The
role of these community health vol-
unteers was first established in 2005
under the National Rural Health
Mission (NRHM). ASHAs are primari-
ly married, widowed, or divorced
women between the ages of 25 and
45 within the community. They
should have good communication
and leadership skills; Must be literate
with formal education up to class 8
as per the program guidelines. It
aims at one ASHA for every 1,000
persons or habitation in hilly, tribal,
or other sparsely populated areas.

There are about 10.4 lakh ASHA
workers across the country, with the
largest workforce in states with high
populations – Uttar Pradesh (1.63
lacks), Bihar (89,437), and Madhya

Pradesh (77,531). According to the
latest National Health Mission data
available from September 2019, Goa
is the only state that does not have
any such staff. The World Health
Organization has recognized the
country's 10.4 lacks ASHA
(Accredited Social Health Activists)
workers as 'Global Health Leaders'
for their efforts to link the communi-
ty with the government's health pro-
grams. While this is commendable,
women health volunteers continue to
struggle for higher remuneration,
regular jobs, and even health bene-
fits. While intermittent protests are
taking place in several states, thou-
sands of ASHA workers from across
the country took to the streets in
September last year to fight for their
demands. 

ASHA (Accredited Social Health
Activists) workers have received the
Global Health Leaders Award-2022
against the backdrop of the 75th
World Health Assembly. He was
named "Guardian of the Year" by
Time magazine in 2020. ASHA work-
ers go door-to-door in their designat-

ed areas to create awareness about
basic nutrition, hygiene practices,
and health services available. They
primarily focus on ensuring that
women receive antenatal check-ups,
maintain nutrition during pregnancy,
deliver in a health facility, and pro-
vide post-natal training on breast-
feeding and complementary nutri-
tion.  They also counsel women about
contraception and sexually transmit-
ted infections. ASHA workers have
also been assigned the task of ensur-
ing and motivating children to get
vaccinated. In addition to mother and
child care, ASHA workers also pro-
vide daily medicines to TB patients
under Directly Observed Treatment
under the National Program.

They are also tasked with check-
ing for infections such as malaria
during the season. They also provide
basic medicines and treatments to
the people under their jurisdiction
such as oral rehydration solution,
chloroquine for malaria, iron folic
acid tablets to prevent anemia, and
contraceptive pills. The health volun-
teers have also been tasked to inform
their respective primary health cen-
ters about any birth or death in their
designated areas. ASHA workers
were an important part of the gov-
ernment's pandemic response, with
most states using networks to screen
people in containment zones, test
them, and move them to quarantine
centers or help them to home quar-
antine. He went door-to-door to
check the symptoms of Covid-19
among the people. Those who had a
fever or cough, they had to be tested.
They informed the officials and
helped people reach the quarantine
centers.

They visited homes with con-
firmed cases of COVID-19 and ex-
plained the quarantine process. He
provided them with medicines and a
pulse oximeter. All this was on top of
his routine work. With the vaccina-
tion drive for Covid-19 starting in
January last year, he has also been
tasked with motivating people to get
their shots and collecting data on
how many are yet to be vaccinated.
The problem faced by ASHA workers
is that they are paid low and non-
fixed wages and are not covered
under minimum wages. There are

more than 10.4 lakh ASHAs across
India. In the last three years, ASHAs
from at least 17 states have sought
inclusion in social security schemes
like fixed wages, higher incentives,
and pensions. ASHAs are not recog-
nized as workers and thus get less
than Rs 18,000 per month. They are
the cheapest healthcare provider in
India. Asha says she usually earns
through antenatal care (Rs 300), in-
stitutional delivery (Rs 300), family
planning (Rs 150), and vaccination
rounds (Rs 100) as cases of other dis-
eases are few. They are paid from
NRHM funds for which they have to
wait for a long time. The scheme has
no dedicated budgetary allocation
and funds are arranged on an ad-hoc
basis from various government
schemes such as the National
Immunization Program under NRHM.
Delay in reimbursement of incentives
has hurt the self-esteem of ASHA
workers and this has affected their
service delivery. Instead of focusing
only on community health care and
related work, they are burdened with
surveys and other non-related work.

In 2010, a parliamentary commit-
tee on women empowerment rec-
ommended a fixed salary for ASHAs.
There should be a dedicated fund for
ASHAs, which will ensure the timely
payment of incentive amounts and
boost the morale of the volunteers.
Their skill upgradation should be an
integral part of the plan. Volunteers
should be encouraged to take short-
term courses on Auxiliary Nurse
Mid-Wife/General Nursing and
Midwifery. This will not only help the
volunteers get better incentives but
also ensure that people living in re-
mote areas have better health ac-
cess. Currently, nursing schools in 11
states give preference to ASHAs for
Auxiliary Nurse Mid-Wife and
General Nursing courses. In recent
times, the Center has provided insur-
ance coverage to ASHA workers and
increased their honorarium. It should
be institutionalized so that more and
more community workers come for-
ward and discharge their responsi-
bilities effectively.

(Research Scholar in Political
Science, Poetess, freelance journal-

ist, and columnist)
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Kudos to Javed Akhtar
Speaking at a function organised

in the memory of Urdu poet Faiz
Ahmad Faiz, noted poet and lyricist
Javed Akhtar said the perpetrators
of the Mumbai attacks were still
roaming freely in Pakistan. He
added that though many Pakistani
artistes have been warmly wel-
comed in India, Pakistan had never
held a show to honour Lata
Mangeshkar. His comments drew
loud cheers and applause from the
audience. Kudos to Akhtar for call-
ing a spade a spade and showing the
mirror to Pakistan. It is a pity that
there are some people in India who
doubt his loyalty and integrity.

Balbir Singh Kakkar, by mail

Instrument of change
The political uproar that The

Kashmir Files and BBC documentary
India: The Modi Question have
caused proves, beyond doubt, that
this type of filmmaking has inherent
power and capability of influencing
society to the extent of bringing so-
cial and ideological change. More
so, it holds a pretty fine mixture of
all major art forms — visual, theatri-
cal, musical and literary. Its rele-
vance becomes more pronounced in
our country because of the sad fact
that we have a large population of
uneducated people who till now
have largely been influenced
through hackneyed religious myths
and beliefs.

Balvinder, Chandigarh

Chinese heft
After World War II, it is the first

time that the world is witnessing a
war which can redefine the destiny
of humanity in a catastrophic man-
ner. The big game-changer is none
other than China. India's dare-devil
jump into the oil deal with Russia and
its silent acknowledgement by the
US equally worries China. Biden’s
visit to Kyiv and its further ramifica-
tions will soon finalise the destiny of
not only Ukraine, but also the whole
of Europe and America as well.

Jeevan VK, Pathankot

Promote innovation
and research

We wholeheartedly applaud
President Droupadi Murmu’s re-
marks recently that India has the
third-largest start-up ecosystem in
the world, and she urged all educa-
tional institutions, particularly uni-
versities and technical educational
institutions, to fully capitalize on
this fact and to support and encour-
age their students’ research and in-
novation. According to the presi-
dent, their efforts would significant-
ly aid India’s goal of becoming a
world leader in innovation and tech-
nology. She made these remarks
during her address at the 10th con-
vocation of Babasaheb Bhimrao
Ambedkar University here. It is ac-
knowledged that if research is sup-
ported there, a large and diverse na-
tion like India will develop into a
stronger global knowledge centre.
Therefore, the best method to at-
tract that critical mass of intellectu-
als and scholars is to promote a sci-
entific research culture. In addition,
scientific research has a significant
role in stimulating social and eco-
nomic innovation by generating
novel insights, abilities, and per-
spectives that are essential for the
nation’s technical advancement and
economic prosperity. 

Dr. Krishna Kumar Vepakomma,
Hyderabad
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Congress leaders stage a protest dharna at the IGI Airport after the party leader Pawan Khera was allegedly deboarded from
the plane owing to an FIR against him, in New Delhi, Thursday, Feb. 23.

PROTEST

India’s real-time retail payment system Unified Payments Interface
(UPI), which has allowed for quick digital payments through apps like
BharatPe and Paytm, and its equivalent network in Singapore called
PayNow, were integrated to enable faster remittances between the two
countries at a competitive rate. It is a major milestone for the Digital
India programme, which has ‘ease of doing business’ among its focus
areas. This facility is aimed at enabling business establishments and in-
dividual citizens of both countries to make real-time digital payments
through apps. According to the Monetary Authority of Singapore, a
counterpart of the Reserve Bank of India, the UPI-PayNow setup is
equipped to accommodate future increases in the volume of remittance
traffic. Unified Payments Interface (UPI) is India’s mobile-based fast
payment system, which facilitates customers to make round-the-clock
payments instantly, using a Virtual Payment Address (VPA) created by
the customer. It eliminates the risk of sharing bank account details by
the remitter. UPI supports both Person-to-Person (P2P) and Person-to-
Merchant (P2M) payments and it also enables a user to send or receive
money. PayNow is a fast payment system in Singapore. It enables peer-
to-peer funds transfer service, available to retail customers through
participating banks and Non-Bank Financial Institutions (NFIs) in
Singapore. It allows users to send and receive instant funds from one
bank or e-wallet account to another in Singapore by using just their mo-
bile number, Singapore National Registration Identity Card
(NRIC)/Foreign Identification Number (FIN), or VPA. Digital payments
are helpful in bringing transparency in financial transactions and curb-
ing the generation of black money, besides reducing tax evasion. Citing
experts’ estimates, PM Narendra Modi has stated that digital transac-
tions will soon surpass cash payments in India. However, the fact that
over 99 per cent of the demonetised currency found its way back to the
banks points to chinks in the cashless payment ecosystem. Along with
efforts to make UPI more robust and popular across the country, it is im-
perative to tap the international potential of this unified interface. The
pact with Singapore should spur India to launch cheaper, faster and
safer cross-border transactions with other countries. This can give a fil-
lip to the digiIndia is chairing the G20 on basis of the rotational mem-
bership structure this year. Singapore, although not a G20 member, has
been invited to participate in the G20 Summits and its related processes
from 2010 to 2011 and from 2013 to 2023.  In India, only 5-6 banks are a
part of this current India-Singapore cross-border payment network.
"We expect more banks to join in," said Supratik Nag Vice President at
Product Management Maveric Systems. To begin with, the State Bank
of India, Indian Overseas Bank, Indian Bank and ICICI Bank will facili-
tate both inward and outward remittances while Axis Bank and DBS
India will facilitate inward remittances. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
said that for Singapore users, the service will be made available
through DBS-Singapore and Liquid Group (a non-bank financial institu-
tion). Customers of these banks will be able to undertake cross-border
remittances using the bank’s mobile banking app/internet banking.
Currently, RBI has put a per-day transfer limit for Indian users of Rs
60,000 (equivalent to around SGD 1,000), which may be revised later.
The RBI said that at the time of making the transaction, the system will
dynamically calculate and display the amount in both the currencies for
convenience of the user. According to RBI, the transactions through
UPI-PayNow interlinkage can be carried out with ease similar to how
domestic transactions through UPI or PayNow take place, and the
transaction can be completed within a minute. In 2022, the UPI
processed over 74 billion transactions, worth Rs 125.94 trillion, the NPCI
(National Payments Corporation of India) data showed. The platform
had processed over 38 billion transactions worth Rs 71.54 trillion in
2021. The platform had crossed the first billion transactions in October
2019, almost three years after its launch in 2016.

ASHA workers go door-to-door in their designated areas
to create awareness about basic nutrition, hygiene prac-
tices, and health services available. They primarily focus
on ensuring that women receive antenatal check-ups,
maintain nutrition during pregnancy, deliver in a health
facility, and provide post-natal training on breastfeeding
and complementary nutrition. Yet ASHAs are not recog-
nized as workers and thus get less than Rs 18,000 per
month. They are the cheapest healthcare provider in
India. Delay in reimbursement of incentives has hurt the
self-esteem of ASHA workers and this has affected their
service delivery. Instead of focusing only on community
health care and related work, they are burdened with sur-
veys and other non-related work.

India’s push for digital payments
can bolster economy

Why is health worker Asha facing despair?

R esearchers have developed a first-of-its-
kind small, flexible and stretchable band-

age that accelerates healing by 30 per cent
through the delivery of electrotherapy directly
to the wound site. In an animal study, published
in the journal Science Advances, the new band-
age healed diabetic ulcers much faster in mice
than those without the bandage. The bandage
also actively monitors the healing process and
then harmlessly dissolves -- electrodes and all -
- into the body after it is no longer needed. The
new device could provide a powerful tool for
patients with diabetes, whose ulcers can lead
to various complications, including amputated
limbs or even death, the researchers said. It
marks the first bioresorbable bandage capable
of delivering electrotherapy and the first exam-
ple of a smart regenerative system, they said.

"For people with diabetes, infections are
even harder to treat and more dangerous," said
Guillermo A. Ameer, from Northwestern
University, who co-led the study. "For these pa-
tients, there is a major unmet need for cost-ef-
fective solutions that really work for them. Our
new bandage is cost-effective, easy to apply,
adaptable, comfortable and efficient at closing
wounds to prevent infections and further com-

plications," Ameer said. Although the new ba-
nadage is an electronic device, the active com-
ponents that interface with the wound bed are
entirely resorbable. "As such, the materials dis-
appear naturally after the healing process is
complete, thereby avoiding any damage to the
tissue that could otherwise be caused by physi-
cal extraction," said Northwestern's John A.
Rogers, who co-led the study.

One side of the smart regenerative system
contains two electrodes: A tiny flower-shaped
electrode that sits right on top of the wound
bed and a ring-shaped electrode that sits on
healthy tissue to surround the entire wound.
The other side of the device contains an ener-
gy-harvesting coil to power the system and a
near-field communication (NFC) system to
wirelessly transport data in real time, the re-
searchers said. They also included sensors that
can assess how well the wound is healing. By
measuring the resistance of the electrical cur-
rent across the wound, physicians can monitor
progress, the researchers said. A gradual de-
crease of current measurement relates directly
to the healing process. If the current remains
high, then physicians know something is
wrong, they added.

‘E-bandage’ that speeds healing by
30 per cent developed Yash pal Ralhan, Jalandhar 

I t is the old habit of Cong to make
derogatory comments against

BJP during electioneering and this time
self goal had been done by Cong leader
of Gujarat Madhu Sudan Mistry by using
the word Aukaat against Modi and it can
prove costly for Cong. In the previous
elections also Cong had made such type
of mistakes in the elections. Even Sonia
Gandhi used the word MAUT ka
Saudagar for Modi and BJP won the
election due to using such words. Again
Mani Shankar Ayar used the word
Neech for Modi and it proved costly for
Cong. Such type of mistake was done by
Panjab chief minister during the recent-
ly assembly elections and the party
which had 78 seats reduced to 18 seats
Social fabric should be maintained at all
costs by the Political parties. 

It is to mention that even during the
1984 Sikh riots in Delhi there was not a
single such incidence in Panjab and par-
ties should refrain from making unwant-
ed statements. Such types of undesirable
statements were made previously also
and I quote three such statements. After

abrogation of article 370 in Jammu and
Kashmir a statement was made by then
Cong President Rahul Gandhi that there
were number of killings in the state and
the same statement was referred in
Security Council by Pakistan whereas
the reality was that not a single person
died in policeman firing. Second example
of sentimental statement was made by
Rajeev Gandhi after the killing of Indira
Gandhi when he uttered such emotional
speech which fuelled the riots. 

Third statement is related to the
wrong interpretation of Supreme Court
judgement related to Rafael deal and ul-
timately Rahul had to submit apology in
the Supreme Court for wrong interpre-
tation of judgement. For the two consec-
utive terms there is no leader of opposi-
tion in the Lok Sabha as the party could
not even won 55 seats. At present there
is no unity in the opposition parties but
political activities had been increased
due to recently change in Bihar govern-
ment. It is the duty of all opposition par-
ties to present a united face in the next
parliament elections so that the democ-
racy may become stronger. A common
citizen can only wish but it is the politi-
cal parties who have to complete.

Self goal by Congress

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit

Recently former Vishva Hindu Parishad (VHP) leader Pravin Togadia
has described India's rising population as a "ticking time bomb" and
stressed the need to formulate a law to prevent its explosion and the re-
sulting adverse effects. To gauge the mammoth rise of the Indian popu-
lation, the most ideal places to visit are Metro stations, airports, malls,
railway stations and bus stands. This great awareness event is to bring a
population revolution globally as well as breaking sleep of all the deeply
slept people to pay their full attention and help in combating this popu-
lation issue. From 1960 to 2021 the population of India increased from
450.55 million to 1.41 billion people. This is a growth of 212.4 percent in
61 years. The highest increase in India was recorded in 1974 with 2.36
percent and the smallest increase in 2021 with 0.80 percent. Dr. Abdul
Kalam had a vision 2020 to see a developed India. We all know it would
take a miracle to get there but if we can stabilize population with zero
growth rates by 2020 that will certainly lay the foundation. A mission
mode strategy will have to be thought of for population stabilization in
critical states. Much of population increase is among the poorest socio-
economic strata. It would be ideal for a country like India to be more
progressive in outlook and shed inhibitions when it comes to free distri-
bution of contraceptives and condoms among the poor. India, the sec-
ond most populous country in the world, is projected to surpass China
by 2025. The growth of population reached nearly one billion in 1830
and second billion in the next 100 years. Thereafter the growth was
tremendous for within a span of 30 years it reach 3 billion, the fourth bil-
lion in 15 years and the firth billion in only 12 years. It is predicted to ex-
ceed the population at 9 billion by 2050. More than one billion people do
not have access to clean drinking water. A total of 2.7 billion find water
scarce for at least one month of the year. A world of 7 billion is both a
challenge and an opportunity with implications on sustainability, urban-
ization, access to health services and youth empowerment. If we con-
tinue to grow in numbers relentlessly, we would be hard-pressed for re-
sources. Land, housing, water, and food would be scarce. Forests and
greenery would be history by then. Our quality of life would be poor. So
we have to tackle the population growth right now. It is the responsibili-
ty of everyone of us collectively and not just a decision to be made by in-
dividuals. Women have the ability and capacity to change the society.
Ensuring that they get good education is very important for the society.
In spite of the fact that the population policies, family planning and wel-
fare programmes undertaken by the Govt. of India have led to a continu-
ous decrease in the fertility rate, yet the actual stabilisation of popula-
tion can take place only by 2050. More efforts need to make people
aware about population issues like importance of family planning to-
wards the increasing population, gender equality, maternal and baby
health, poverty, human rights, right to health, sexuality education, use
of contraceptives and safety measures like condoms, reproductive
health, adolescent pregnancy, girl child education, child marriage, sex-
ually transmitted infections and so many. World Population has wit-
nesses a rapid growth in the last 200 years. Countries like China and
India together constitutes 37% of the total world population. Population
increase is taking away all the developmental results of our nation.

Big family brings 
big problems too

PRIYANKA SAURABH
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Export promotion

New Delhi: The
labour intensive ap-
parel sector will con-
tribute significantly
in taking the coun-
try’s merchandise ex-
ports to USD one tril-
lion by 2030, AEPC
said on Thursday. The
Apparel Export
Promotion Council
(AEPC) said that the
incentives in the
Budget will help the
apparel industry focus
on market and prod-
uct diversification.
The council chairman
Naren Goenka said
that providing an
ease-of-doing-export
environment would
enhance the sector’s
competitiveness. “The
government’s key ini-
tiatives such as trade
agreement with
Australia and the UAE
and increase in funds
will help us to focus on
market diversification
and product diversifi-
cation,” he said.

Fresh tax 

Chandigarh:
Haryana Chief
Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar on Thursday
said no fresh tax will
be imposed, as he pre-
sented the state budg-
et for the financial
year 2023-24. Khattar,
who also holds the fi-
nance portfolio, pro-
posed Rs 1,83,950 crore
state budget for the
year 2023-24, an in-
crease of 11.6 per cent
over the revised esti-
mates of Rs 1,64,808
crore. There is no pro-
posal for imposing
any fresh tax in the
state budget for 2023-
24, said Khattar in the
state assembly here.

Reducing pollution 

New Delhi: Union
minister Sarbananda
Sonowal said on
Thursday said it is
critical to develop a
road map to reduce
pollution intensity
and strategies to in-
troduce renewable en-
ergy as well as green
hydrogen in the ship-
ping sector. He em-
phasised that the
focus is firmly on
meeting the decar-
bonisation targets for
2030 and the net-zero
goals for 2070. This is
applicable to the ship-
ping sector as well.
The Union Budget
had also put forth the
need to encourage
coastal shipping as an
energy efficient and
lower cost mode of
transport, both for
passengers and
freight, through PPP
(Public Private
Partnership) mode
with viability gap
funding, he added.

Bengaluru, Feb 23: 

Finance minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Thursday pitched for a
global framework to regu-
late cryptocurrencies, be-
sides firming up ways to
tackle global debt vulnera-
bilities and strengthening
multilateral development
banks during bilateral
meetings with her counter-
parts, including from US
and Japan, ahead of the G-
20 meeting. The finance
ministers of the G20 coun-
tries, which is a grouping
of developed and develop-
ing nations, are here to
participate in the two-day
meeting of G20 finance
ministers and central bank
governors (FMCBG) begin-
ning February 24. Under
the G20 Presidency, India
will be pressing for a glob-
al framework to regulate
the cryptocurrencies, ways
to tackle the aggravated
debt vulnerabilities facing
the developing nations
mainly on account of the

continuing geopolitical
tensions and the pandem-
ic. It is feared that if left
unaddressed, the mount-
ing debt vulnerabilities of
developing nations could
trigger global recession
and push millions to ex-
treme poverty. The minis-
ter so far has held separate
bilateral meetings with the
US Treasury Secretary
Janet Yellen, Finance
Minister of Japan
Shunichi Suzuki, and

Italian Minister of
Economy and Finance
Giancarlo Giorgetti ahead
of the G-20 FMCBG meet-
ing. She is scheduled to
have more than 10 such
meetings. In her meeting
with Yellen, the finance
minister discussed issues
relating to crypto assets,
strengthening multilateral
development banks and
global debt vulnerabilities.
“The two leaders ex-
changed views on #G20

#FinanceTrack priorities
under #G20India
Presidency in 2023. The
two leaders discussed their
perspectives on strength-
ening #MDB, #GlobalDebt
v u l n e r a b i l i t i e s ,
#CryptoAssets, and
#health, besides the Just
Energy Transition
Partnership #JETP and
possible takeaways for the
two sides,” the finance
ministry tweeted after the
meeting. In a separate
tweet on Sitharaman’s
meeting with her Japanese
counterpart, the finance
ministry said the minis-
ters exchanged views on
priorities under G20
Finance Track 2023. “Both
Ministers looked forward
to close cooperation be-
tween Japan as #G7
Presidency and India as
#G20 Presidency on
strengthening of #MDBs,
#debt related issues, fi-
nancing cities of tomor-
row and coordinated poli-
cy for #CryptoAssets,” it
said.

FM holds bilateral meetings
with G-20 ministers

Pitches for global framework to regulate crypto

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman with Kristalina
Georgieva, Managing Director, International Monetary Fund and
Mulyani Indrawati, Finance Minister, Indonesia, during a high-
level symposium on Digital Public Infrastructure at the outset of
the 1st G20 Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors
meeting, in Bengaluru, Thursday, Feb 23.

Pune, Feb 23: 

Infosys co-founder NR
Narayana Murthy on
Thursday said India lacks
quality market research
firms, which leads to over-
estimation of the opportu-
nity by unicorns and even-
tually reporting of huge
losses.

“One of the lacunae in
India at this point in time
is that we do not have a
company that specialises
in quality market re-
search,” Murthy said. This
leads to the entrepreneurs
who have created uni-
corns to overestimate the
market opportunity and
investments in venture
capital funds as well, he
added. Companies spend
much more than what
they should because of
this and then wake up to
reverses in the business,
Murthy said while speak-
ing at an event organised
by Symbiosis
International here. “...the
reality sinks in at the end
of the year. Your revenues
have not gone up, but the
expenses have gone up,

with the result you make
huge losses,” he noted.
Murthy made the point
while underscoring the
importance of market re-
search during an interac-
tion with students and
said he had to shut his first
company Softronics found-
ed in the late 1970s in Pune
itself due to lack of mar-
ket research itself.

He said it is very impor-
tant for companies to earn
the respect of everybody
and underlined that if it is
successful, it will get sup-
port from all important
stakeholders. “If you be-
come respectable, the gov-

ernment will treat you
with considerable respect
and you will not be a vic-
tim of any corruption, you
will not have to do any un-
ethical things,” Murthy
said.

Admitting that he had
not been successful in hir-
ing the right candidate
from outside at the top
leadership role in Infosys,
Murthy said competence
and values are two essen-
tials one should look for
while hiring for top leader-
ship.

Murthy said cries like
‘Mera Bharat Mahan’ are
mere words, and it is es-
sential that all of us per-
form to ensure that we can
achieve greater heights.
“If we want India to be an
economic performer, if we
want India to become pow-
erful economically, there is
only one medicine —
every Indian should work
very hard, show disci-
pline, act quickly as if
there is no tomorrow...sim-
ply saying ‘Mera Bharat
Mahan’ and all of that are
mere words, they have no
value,” he said.

India lacks quality market
research firms: Murthy

New Delhi, Feb 22: 

Former RBI governor D
Subbarao on Thursday
said there was not ‘suffi-
cient emphasis’ on jobs in
the Budget for 2023-24 and
it failed to grapple with the
unemployment problem
head on, except to believe
that growth itself will gen-
erate jobs. Subbarao noted
that the unemployment
problem was quite bad
even before the Covid and
it has become alarming as
a result of the pandemic. “I
was disappointed that
there was not sufficient
emphasis on jobs (in the
Budget for 2023-24) ...mere
growth will not do; we
need job intensive
growth,” he told PTI in an
interview. The former RBI
governor was asked what

was his biggest disappoint-
ment with the Budget.
According to Subbarao,
roughly a million people
join the labour force every
month and India is not
able to create even half as
many jobs. “As a result, the
unemployment problem is
not just growing but is be-
coming a crisis,” he point-
ed out. While noting that
there is no single or simple
solution to problem as big

and complex as unemploy-
ment, Subbarao said, “but
I was disappointed that the
budget failed to grapple
with the problem head on
except to believe that
growth itself will generate
jobs.” Subbarao pointed
out that India will be able
to take advantage of demo-
graphic dividend only if,
“we are able to find pro-
ductive employment for
the burgeoning labour
force.” He also said that the
biggest takeaways from
the FY24 budget are the
government’s emphasis on
growth and its commit-
ment to fiscal responsibili-
ty contrary to the widely
held pre-budget view that
the finance minister will
go full blast on populist
measures because of elec-
toral calculations.

Not sufficient emphasis on jobs in FY24
budget, says former RBI governor Subbarao

New Delhi, Feb 23: Solar
capacity installations in India
increased by 27 per cent to 13
gigawatts (GW) during the cal-
endar year 2022, according to a
Mercom India report. “Solar
capacity made up 82 per cent
of the total 16 GW new power
generation capacities added in
2022,” the report titled
‘Mercom India Solar Market
Update’ said. India added 13
gigawatts (GW) of solar capac-
ity in the calendar year (CY)
2022, a 27 per cent increase
year-on-year (y-o-y) compared
to 10.2 GW installed in CY
2021, it added. The country’s
cumulative installed solar
capacity now stands at 63 GW,
the report said. During 2022,
large-scale solar projects
accounted for 87 per cent of
the installations. However, in

October-December 2022, India
added 2.6 GW of solar, down 5
per cent from 2.8 GW a year
ago, it said. India’s large-scale
solar project pipeline stood at
58 GW, with another 51 GW of
projects tendered and pending
auction at the end of 2022.

“Though impressive, record
solar capacity additions in 2022
were barely half the 27 GW in
annual installations needed to
meet the 280 GW target by
2030. Policies must be quickly
retooled and hurdles removed
to double the annual pace of
installations and attract the
needed investments,” said Raj
Prabhu, CEO of Mercom
Capital Group. The average
cost of projects throughout
CY2022 was affected due to
higher module prices and sup-
ply constraints. 

Domestic solar capacity
addition grows 27 pc 

in 2022: Mercom report New Delhi, Feb 23: Leading
bourse NSE on Thursday said it
has received final approval
from markets regulator Sebi to
set up a Social Stock Exchange
(SSE) as a separate segment
on its platform. The final clear-
ance was received on February
22, the National Stock
Exchange (NSE) said in a state-
ment. The Social Stock
Exchange segment will provide
new avenue for social enter-
prises to finance social initia-
tives, provide them visibility
and bring in increased trans-
parency in fund mobilisation
and utilisation by social enter-
prises. “To bring in awareness,
we have been conducting vari-
ous events and hand holding
social enterprises currently at
various stages of onboarding
on the exchange,” NSE MD and
CEO Ashishkumar Chauhan
said. Also, he has urged social
enterprises to get in touch with

the NSE to understand the
mechanism and benefits from
registering and listing on the
social stock exchange seg-
ment. Under the rules, any
social enterprise, Non-Profit
Organization (NPOs) or For-
Profit Social Enterprises
(FPEs), that establishes its pri-
macy of social intent can get
listed on SSE segment. For eli-
gible NPOs, the first step for
onboarding starts with the reg-
istration on the Social Stock
Exchange segment. Post list-
ing, NPOs can initiate the fund
mobilisation process by
issuance of instruments such
as Zero Coupon Zero Principal
(ZCZP) through a public issue
or private placement.
Currently the regulations have
prescribed the minimum issue
size as Rs 1 crore and minimum
application size for subscrip-
tion at Rs 2 lakh for ZCZP
issuance. 

NSE gets final nod from Sebi to
launch Social Stock Exchange

New Delhi, Feb 23: 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Thursday invited global
investments in the green
energy sector stressing
India’s potential in renew-
able energy like wind,
solar and biogas is no less
than a “goldmine or oil
field”. Addressing a webi-
nar on various announce-
ments made in the Union
Budget 2023-24 on green
growth, Modi said, “This
budget is not only an op-
portunity, but it also con-
tains the guarantee of our
future security.” He said
India has been the fastest
in renewable energy ca-
pacity addition among
major economies since
2014. “India will play an
important role in green

energy, I invite all stake-
holders to invest in India,”
he said. On the great op-
portunities for investors
in India, he stated that

“the potential of solar,
wind and biogas in India
is no less than any gold
mine or oil field for our
private sector”. He opined

that India has huge poten-
tial to lead the world in
green energy and the
country will forward the
cause of global good apart
from generating green
Jobs.

Modi addressed the
post-budget webinar on
Green Growth’ on
Thursday, which is the
first of a series of 12 post-
budget webinars, organ-
ized by the government to
seek ideas and suggestions
for the effective implemen-
tation of the initiatives an-
nounced in the Union
Budget 2023. He stated that
all the budgets tabled in
the country after 2014,
have been forwarding
new-age reforms apart
from finding solutions to
the challenges faced in the
present day.

India’s potential in green energy no less than
a goldmine or oil field: PM to global investors

Prime Minister Narendra Modi addresses the post-budget webinar
on ‘Green Growth’ via video conferencing, Thursday, Feb 23.

Mumbai, Feb 23: Falling
for the fifth straight ses-
sion, equity benchmark
indices Sensex and Nifty
declined on Thursday
amid concerns that the US
Federal Reserve might
raise interest rates further
to curb inflation. Fresh
foreign fund outflows and
mostly weak trends in
Asian markets also hit in-
vestor sentiments, traders
said. In a highly volatile
trade amid monthly deriv-
atives expiry, the BSE
Sensex declined 139.18
points or 0.23 per cent to
settle at 59,605.80. During
the day, it hit a high of
59,960.04 and a low of
59,406.31. The NSE Nifty
slipped 43.05 points or 0.25
per cent to end at 17,511.25.
In the Sensex pack, Asian
Paints, Larsen & Toubro,

Titan, IndusInd Bank,
Bharti Airtel, Power Grid,
Bajaj Finserv, Infosys,
HDFC Bank and HDFC
were the major laggards.
On the other hand, Axis
Bank, Tata Motors, ITC,

State Bank of India, Tata
Steel and Sun Pharma
were among the gainers.
In Asian markets, China
and Hong Kong settled
lower, while South Korea
ended higher.

Markets fall for 5th day; Sensex
declines 139 points in volatile trade

Mumbai, Feb 23: 

India’s largest private
sector bank – HDFC Bank,
and UAE based financial
services company –Lulu
Exchange, have signed an
agreement to strengthen
cross-border payments be-
tween India and Gulf
Cooperation Council
(GCC) region. In its first

phase, the partnership
will draw on Lulu
Exchange’s expertise and
regulatory framework to
launch a digital inward re-
mittance service titled
‘RemitNow2India’ that
will allow resident individ-
uals of UAE to send
money to any bank ac-
count in India via IMPS
and NEFT through HDFC

Bank’s digital banking
channels. The partnership
will also look to strength-
en the existing relation-
ship between the two enti-
ties in India, where LuLu
Financial Group operates
LuLu Forex and the NBFC
division LuLu Finserv.

Speaking on the part-
nership, Arvind Vohra,
Group Head – Retail
Branch Banking, HDFC
Bank said, “Our partner-
ship builds on each other’s
strengths. While HDFC
Bank potentially gains ac-
cess to remittances from
Lulu Exchange’s employ-
ees, customers and other
stakeholders, Lulu
Exchange can capitalise
on a trusted name with a
vast network.”

HDFC Bank, Lulu Exchange partner
to boost cross-border payments 

New Delhi, Feb 23: At the
upcoming 7th edition of DELHI-
WOOD, scheduled to take place
from 2 -5 March, 2023 at India
Expo Mart, Greater Noida
(DELHI, NCR), the stakeholders
from the woodworking and fur-
niture manufacturing industry
will get an opportunity to meet
numerous national and interna-
tional decision-makers. On dis-
play will be the latest Furniture
Production Technologies,
Woodworking Machinery, Tools,
Fittings, Accessories, Raw
Materials and Products etc.
Leading players from the wood-
working and furniture manufac-
turing segment will converge at
DELHIWOOD 2023 to meet
numerous national and interna-
tional decision-makers, acquire
new customers and discuss key
issues including Digitalization,
sustainability, skilling, supply

chain management and also dis-
cover new trends, technologies
and materials. As a knowledge
sharing forum, DELHIWOOD
will feature multiple seminars
on latest trends and innova-
tions organized by leading
Industry associations as well as
Skill development programs
organized by the Furniture &
Fittings Skill Council of
India.https: //www.delhi-
wood.com/ INDIA MAT-
TRESSTECH + UPHOLSTERY
SUPPLIES EXPO (IME), held
concurrently will have on dis-
play mattress production
machinery and supplies, mat-
tress finishing machinery and
supplies, production tools and
equipment, upholstery produc-
tion technology, machinery and
supplies, bed systems, new
materials, trade associations,
business services and media. 

Industry gearing up for Asia’s
largest show DELHIWOOD 2023

New Delhi: The measures like
increased capex, boosting the
green economy and initiatives
for strengthening financial mar-
kets announced in the Budget
2023-24 are expected to promote
job creation and spur economic
growth, the finance ministry said
on Thursday. In its Monthly
Economic Review, the ministry

said during the December 2022
quarter, various High-Frequency
Indicators (HFIs) pointed
towards a slowdown in general,
as monetary tightening
appeared to have started weak-
ening global demand. “This may
continue in 2023 as various agen-
cies have forecasted a decline in
global growth.

Measures announced in Budget to promote
jobs, spur economic growth: FinMin



Rani Mukerji: 
In Yash uncle’s films,

women had an equal or
better part than men

Actress Rani
Mukerji said that
she is fortunate

to not only find Yash Chopra
as a filmmaker and a men-
tor who shaped her as an
artiste, but also as a father-
in-law.

Rani said: "From my
childhood, my memory of
my favourite films was di-
rected by the one and only
Yash Chopra... His name
was synonymous with ro-
mance. Women wearing
white, chiffon sarees, snow-
covered mountains, stun-
ning locales, beautifully
framed shots, breathtaking-
ly beautiful close-ups of ac-
tresses, insanely romantic
scenes, and outstanding
music and dances!"

"These were all part of
Yash Chopra movies that
were engraved in my mind
since childhood, 'Chandni'
and 'Lamhe' being my all-
time favourites."

The actress added:
"When I came into this pro-
fession and I got to know
him personally as a
human being, I discov-
ered that he is so much
more than just a film-
maker, he was an ab-
solutely amazing per-
son!"

"Him being a versa-
tile and genius film-
maker was a given
but what actually
moved me was when
I met the person be-
hind the larger-

than-life personali-
ty! So down to

earth, humble, jovial and so
respectful. He had a great
sense of humou. He was al-
ways the favourite person at
any gathering. He had this
magnetic energy that al-
ways drew all of us towards
him; he was full of life and
always fun to be around."

"He never brought his
towering personality of
being 'The Yash Chopra'
with him at any instance."

Rani went on: "Over the
years, I developed a personal
relationship with him.
When I watched 'The
Romantics' for the first time
I had a whole perspective of
what made Yash uncle so
special." "I truly believe that
it was the influence that
Pam aunty had in his life
that made him so remark-
able in understanding rela-
tionships and capturing that
aspect on screen. Her pres-
ence brought so much love
and warmth into his style of
romance which he was so
revered for."

Rani looked up to Yash
Chopra for presenting ac-
tresses with dignity and
showcased them as tower-
ing faces of courage and
self-belief.

Rani said: "He literally
made every Indian aspire to
be like the characters that
he presented on screen. His
actresses were beautiful in-
side out! Not only were they
presented like goddesses -
ethereal beauties - but were
at the same time very real as
people, it was never about
external beauty.

ACROSS
1. Selects
5. 19th letters
10. Common skin problem
14. Infamous fiddler
15. Dickens title beginning (2 wds.)
16. Exit
17. ____-friendly
18. ____ of humor
19. Wise about
20. Pittsburgh footballer
22. Came forth

24. Brainstorm
26. Poetry
27. Elevate
31. Not indoors
34. "Gilligan's ____"
36. Make dirty
37. Petrol
40. Easter flower
41. Singer ____ John
43. Apollo agcy.
44. ____ de toilette
45. Inheritor

46. Actor Harvey ____
48. Zodiac sign
51. Shoe spike
52. Autumn bloom
54. Curve
56. Odd
59. Mentor's student
64. Retirement accounts (abbr.)
65. Honolulu greeting
67. Passed effortlessly
68. Appointment
69. Entreaties
70. Talk big
71. Ogled
72. Works for
73. Free of doubt

DOWN
1. Responsibility
2. Nuisance
3. Dogwood or palm
4. Angry
5. Soothed
6. Hi-fi system
7. ____ Diego
8. Additional
9. Appear
10. Loved dearly
11. Gather
12. Musical tones
13. Wear down
21. Property right
23. Good's opponent
25. Germany's neighbor
27. Irritate
28. Largest continent
29. Draw pictures for a book

30. Speak
32. Also
33. Kitchen basin
35. Antlered animal
38. Between continents
39. Snow melter
42. Mouth part
43. Zero
45. Trumpet, e.g.
47. Reverberate
49. Halted
50. Parentless child
52. Stage whisper
53. Wander off
55. Insensitive
57. Ogle
58. Jazz singer ____ Fitzgerald
60. File labels
61. Unbleached color
62. Cogwheel
63. Brink
66. Above, poetically
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Kamna Pathak essay-
ing Dabbang
Dulhania Rajesh in

&TV’s gharelu comedy
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan is a
big-time foodie. The ac-
tress loves to gorge on a
variety of local delicacies
wherever she travels. Her
latest trip to her home-
town Indore was no differ-
ent. The actress visited the
city’s most famous
Chappan Dukan. Talking
about her love for food,
Kamna Pathak, says,
“Arre dada! Khaano se
hamara rishta sada ke liye
hai (laughs). I am from
Indore, which is also
called the Food City.
Recently, I travelled to
Ujjain to seek blessings
from the Mahakal
Jyotirlinga Temple during
Maha Shivratri. The mo-
ment I reached Indore, I
could not resist visiting
my favourite eatery spot,
Chappan Dukan to satiate
my taste buds. The excit-
ing part was that for the
first time, I visited there as
Rajesh from Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan. I received a
warm welcome from my
fans and clicked a lot of
photos with them. I was of-
fered the chance to taste

fifty-six food items by the
shopkeeper. Initially, I was
skeptical about eating so
much but then I could not

resist. I feel it was the
right decision as I got to
gorge on some delectable
cuisines. I started with a

chilled coconut crush.
This was followed by sabu-
dana khichdi, poha, jalebi,
hot dog, kulhad pizza,
berry ice cream, Khopra
Pattice, Aloo Tikki, Pani
Puri with eight flavours,
rasgulla, to name a few.
However, Tandoori Chai
and Turkish Ice cream
were something I enjoyed
the most."

The actress also went
down the memory lane
and added, “My good old
days flashed before me as I
walked the streets and felt
nostalgic. We used to chip
in and eat together.
However, a lot has
changed here; previously,
there were only fifty-six
stalls, which have now in-
creased to hundred with
some new food joints.
Even though my stomach
was full, I didn't want to
leave without trying more
dishes. Visiting Indore
and my home makes me
happy every time, but this
time it was extra special
as I visited as Rajesh from
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan.”

Watch Kamna Pathak
as Rajesh in &TV’s Happu
Ki Ultan Paltan, airing
every Monday to Friday at
10:30 pm!

‘Dabbang Dulhania’ Rajesh tastes
variety of local delicacies

On Sony Entertain-
ment Television
and SonyLIV’s

‘MasterChef India’, view-
ers will see the Top 9
home cooks compete
against one another in
the Amul factory in
Anand, Gujarat. Raising
the stakes of this chal-
lenge as a guest on the
judges' panel will be the
world-famous Chef Kunal
Kapur, who also received
the Epicurean Guild
Award for Best Food
Entertainer in 2017. He
will be joining the judges,
Chefs Ranveer Brar,
Garima Arora and Vikas
Khanna for a fun, amaz-
ing and "challenging"
episode!

The 9 home cooks will
be given 'The Taste of
India' challenge by the
Chef Judges.
Commemorating 75 years

of India, the challenge
would be introduced by
Chef Kunal who would be

preparing a special
pantry for all the home
cooks and introducing
them to the ingredients
by dividing it just the way
India is divided into dif-
ferent zones. Excelling in
presenting a piece of
Assam on her plate, Santa
Sarmah presented 'Khaja
Thali', the breakfast dish
of Assam and a meal that
women are given after
their pregnancy, so they
regain their strength.
Chef Kunal would be so
impressed by the dish
that he would be exclaim-
ing, "If I see this thali in a
restaurant, it will be my
first choice."

Talking about his expe-
rience coming back to
MasterChef Chef Kunal
Kapur said, “The
MasterChef Kitchen is
like home to me, and I
have an amazing relation-

ship with the Judges -
Chef Ranveer and Chef
Vikas while meeting Chef
Garima after a long time
was a wonderful experi-
ence.” Speaking about the
task, he further adding
saying, “Today’s chal-
lenge was very special to
me as they had to explore
various ingredients from
across the country. I feel
all the home cooks have
the potential and the zeal
to become MasterChef. I
loved Santa's dish which
was 'Khaja Thali'. It was a
true representation of
her identity, bringing to
the spotlight a dish that
the country is also getting
introduced to, it's a beau-
tiful thought. The dish
was excellent and the way
she represented her cul-
tural and culinary her-
itage on the plate blew me
away."

“Har haadse ke 2 pehlu
hote hai, kya hua aur

kaise hua” aur aisi he, ek
kahaani lekar aa raha hai
&pictures. Starring superstar
Ajay Devgn, legendary actor
Amitabh Bachchan and the
captivating Rakul Preet Singh
in a nail-biting thriller, &pic-
tures is set to bring to audi-
ences the channel premiere of
popular film, Runway34, on
Friday,24th February at 8pm.
Inspired by true events, spiral-
ing with twists and turns,
Runway 34 is here to get your
hearts racing!
Have you ever been in the cen-
ter of a life-or-death situation
that demands a decision that
would change the fate of 150

lives? Captain Vikrant takes an
unpredictable turn and takes a
decision to put the lives of his
passengers in danger, need-
less to say the movie then has
you hooked to follow what
transpires next. Ajay Devgn
delivered yet another phenom-
enal performance with his
confident and uber cool por-
trayal of Captain Vikrant.
Vikrant comes to face his
biggest challenge, Narayan
Vedant (Amitabh Bachchan). A
lawyer by profession, Narayan
is adamant and wants to
unearth the truth of what hap-
pened and how it happened.
With a highly gripping story-
line, Runway 34 leaves you
searching for answers.

Bollywood actor Shahid
Kapoor, who is basking in

the success of his recently
released streaming show,
'Farzi', has shot for the cam-
paign of sports platform khi-
ladi.com.
Energetic versatile and jovial,
the actor changed the vibe in
the studio, as soon as he
stepped in for the campaign
shoot of the sports platform.
While the shoot was fun, it
reflects in the final output as
well. The first reel which has
gone live on the actor's insta-
gram handle, shows him in an
office set up. Check out the

campaign:
https://www.instagram.com/
reel/CooxmQQPm-
C/?igshid=YmMyMTA2M2Y=
Donning a blue shirt paired
with a striped waistcoat, he
is seen kicking his feet up on
the table while his boss nego-
tiates his bonus percentage.
The boss raises the bar of the
bonus while Shahid keeps on
coolly refusing until they
reach the common consen-
sus. When Shahid finally con-
sents to the amount he closes
with the punch line "Kyu Ki
Khiladi apna bhav janta
hain."

Shahid Kapoor brings 
A-game to the table with

Khiladi campaign

‘The MasterChef Kitchen is like home to me’

&pictures to premiere
‘Runway34’ today

Bollywood actress and
former beauty queen
Sushmita Sen has

slammed the paparazzi cul-
ture and posted a note writ-
ten by Huma Tanweer
about "privacy" being a

"myth".
Alia had penned a

scathing note against a
media house after her
unauthorised pictures sit-
ting in her living room at
her home were leaked and
termed "exclusive".

Sushmita came out in
support of Alia, and re-
shared a post about privacy
being a "myth" for celebri-
ties.

She shared a note that
was originally written by
author Huma Tanweer on
Instagram Stories.

It talked about the media
"frequently blurring the
lines between personal and
social lives" of celebrities.

The note by Huma read:
"In a world made smaller by
the virtue of the internet,
technology and social
media, privacy is but a
myth. And if you are a
celebrity, you have it worse.
With the paparazzi culture
at its peak, there is little
that can be kept hidden."

The note further read:
"Guys, how can you catch
someone off guard despite
their repeated requests to
the media for privacy?
When are we going to draw
the lines? Are we becoming
nothing more than PR ma-
chinery? Our right to priva-
cy cannot be in any manner
violated. Media frequently
blur the lines between per-
sonal and social lives."

Privacy is a ‘myth’
after Alia slams
unauthorised

images: Sushmita

Actor Ranbir Kapoor,
who has completed

shooting for his upcom-
ing film 'Animal', was
seen grooving on Hrithik
Roshan's hit song 'Ek Pal
Ka Jeena', 'Chaiyya
Chaiyya' and 'Dilli Wali
Girlfriend'.

A video of the wrap-up
party has now surfaced
online, in which Ranbir
is seen performing all
the popular dance steps
from the songs.

It shows Ranbir in a
white t-shirt paired with
black trousers a black
hat.

The actor really
seemed to be enjoying
himself as he danced to
the tracks and mouthed
the lyrics.

On the work front,
Ranbir is currently pro-
moting his upcoming
film 'Tu Jhoothi Main
Makkaar' directed by
Luv Ranjan. It stars

Shraddha Kapoor as the
female lead along with
Dimple Kapadia, Boney
Kapoor, Anubhav Singh
Bassi and Rajesh Jais.

Ranbir channels his inner
Hrithik as he grooves on

‘Ek Pal Ka Jeena’
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Melbourne, Feb 23

(PTI):

All-rounders Glenn
Maxwell and Mitchell
Marsh were on Thursday
named in Australia’s 16-
member squad for the
next month’s three-match
ODI series in India along
with pacer Jhye
Richadson.

The trio will make its
long-awaited return to in-
ternational cricket along
side Pat Cummins, David
Warner and Ashton Agar,
who have also been
named in the squad.

The upcoming three
ODIs will be played in
Mumbai on March 17,
Visakhapatnam on March
19 and Chennai on March
22.

Cummins returned
home after the second
Test in Delhi due to family
illness, while Agar was re-
leased from the touring
squad to play in domestic
cricket. Warner, on the
other hand, has been
ruled out of the remain-
ing two Tests due to an
elbow injury.

Cummins, however, is
set to return ahead of the
third Test to be held in
Indore from March 1.

Maxwell and Marsh
both sat out of the game
for a considerable amount
of time after undergoing
surgeries for broken leg

and ankle injury respec-
tively. Maxwell, who
broke his leg in a freak ac-
cident in November, has
returned to the game only

the last week while Marsh
last featured in the three-
match ODI series against
England in November last
year. But pacer Josh

Hazlewood has been ruled
out of the ODIs as well
after returning home
from the Test series, fail-
ing to recover from his
Achilles tendonitis.

Richardson, who has re-
covered from his soft tis-
sue injuries, has been out
of the game since the lim-
ited overs tour to Sri
Lanka in the middle of
last year.

“It would be great for
Josh to be part of this se-
ries but we have taken a
conservative view ahead
of a very important win-
ter in England of which
he will be an integral
part,” Australia’s selec-
tion chief George Bailey
said while announcing
the squad.

Cummins will continue
to lead Australia in the
ODIs after Aaron Finch’s
retirement in October last
year.

Australia ODI squad:
Pat Cummins(c), Sean
Abbott, Ashton Agar, Alex
Carey, Cameron Green,
Travis Head, Josh Inglis,
Marnus Labuschagne,
Mitchell Marsh, Glenn
Maxwell, Jhye
Richardson, Steve Smith,
Mitchell Starc, Marcus
Stoinis, David Warner,
Adam Zampa.

Maxwell, Marsh, Richardson return 
to Australia squad for India ODIs

WWeelllliinnggttoonn,,  FFeebb  2233  ((PPTTII))::

World’s premier all-rounder
Ben Stokes won’t allow Indian
Premier League (IPL) come in
the way of national duty, say-
ing he would prefer to fly back
and lead England against
Ireland in the build-up Test
ahead of the high-stakes Ashes
series even if his franchise
makes the final.

Stokes had missed the last
edition of the world’s most
popular T20 tournament but is
set to wear the yellow Chennai
Super Kings (CSK) jersey this
season, starting March 31.

The IPL final is slated for
May 28 while England take on
Ireland in the one-off warm-up
Test from June 1. CSK play
their first game of the season
against Lucknow Supergiants

on April 3. “Yes, I’ll play,”
Stokes said when asked if he
would play for England even if
CSK qualify for the title clash.

“I’ll be making sure that I
give myself enough time to get
back and play that game
(against Ireland).”

There has been a debate in
international cricket whether
players are preferring private
leagues over national duty.

Stokes said he can’t say
about the choice of his England
colleagues.

Joe Root, Jonny Bairstow,
Jofra Archer, Mark Wood and
Harry Brook all have IPL con-
tracts.

“I think it’s a little bit too far
ahead to say for others, but
one thing I’ve got to look at is
we’ve got the Ashes after the
Ireland Test, so I’ll probably get

round the individuals and ask
them what they want to be
ready for the Ashes,” Stokes
said.

“Those five games are obvi-
ously the big ones of the sum-
mer and you’ve got to think
about what lads want, but you
also have to think about if
something was to happen in
that game and we lose some-
one for the Ashes.

“It’s just one of those where
you have to weigh up the
options of what the individual
person actually wants out of
that week versus do we really
need to play that one? Because
I’m obviously right in saying
that series is bigger than that
game against Ireland.”

The five-match Ashes will
begin on June 16 in
Birmingham.

Stokes won’t mind sacrificing
IPL final for England duty

HHyyddeerraabbaadd,,  FFeebb  2233  ((PPTTII))::

South Africa all-rounder
Aiden Markram was on
Thursday named as captain of
Sunrisers Hyderabad for the
upcoming India Premier
League (IPL) season, starting
March 31. “THE. WAIT. IS.
OVER. #OrangeArmy, say hello
to our new captain Aiden
Markram,” SRH announce on
its twitter handle.

New Zealand’s Kane
Williamson had led SRH in the
last season, where they fin-
ished a disappointing eighth in
10-team tournament with six
wins and eight losses.

Williamson was released by
SRH ahead of this year’s auc-
tion, where Gujarat Titans

bought his services. SRH will
play their opening match
against Rajasthan Royals in
Hyderabad on April 2.

Markram was front-runner
for the job after leading SRH’s
sister franchise, Sunrisers
Eastern Cape to the inaugural
SA20 title in Johannesburg
recently.

The 29-year-old batting all-
rounder was in tremendous
form in the SA20 league, lead-
ing his team from the front and
in the process won the player-
of-the-tournament award for
his his 366 runs and 11 wickets.

The IPL 2023 begins on
March 31 with the opening
match between Chennai Super
Kings and Gujarat Titans in
Ahmedabad.

Markram to lead SRH 
in upcoming IPL season

Sydney, Feb 23 (PTI):

Struggling Australia
opener David Warner on
Thursday vowed to keep
playing white-ball crick-
et till 2024 if the selec-
tors decided to end his
illustrious Test career.

Warner arrived here
on Thursday after being
ruled out of the remain-
ing two Tests of the
four-match Border-
Gavaskar Trophy in
India due to a fractured
elbow.

Warner struggled in
the opening two Tests
against India, manag-
ing just 1, 10 and 15 in
three innings, while
he didn’t bat in the
second innings of the
Delhi Test after being
subbed out due to con-
cussion.

“I’ve always said I’m
playing to 2024; if the se-
lectors feel that I’m not

worthy of my spot (in
Tests), then so be it, and
I can push on to the
white-ball stuff,”
Warner told reporters at
Sydney Airport here.

The 36-year-old veter-
an left-hander, however,
still has hopes of mak-
ing the cut for this

year’s Ashes tour de-
spite dismal form.

“I’ve got the next 12
months, a lot of
cricket’s ahead for
the team and if I can
keep scoring runs and
putting my best foot
forward for the team

and I can help my spot,
it’d be great for the
team,” Warner said.

“It’s easy pickings (for
critics) when you’re 36
going on 37. I’ve seen it
before with the ex-play-
ers as well.

“So for me if I’m tak-
ing pressure off the rest
of the other guys, and
no one’s worrying about
the rest of the team, I’m
happy to do that,” he
added.

Warner vows to 
keep playing till 2024

Hopes he can still
make Ashes cut

Rio de Janeiro, 
Feb 23 (AP): 

T o p - s e e d e d
Carlos Alcaraz
advanced to the
second round of
the Rio Open,
with his mind al-
ready set for a
year-long contest
with Novak
Djokovic for the
No. 1 ranking.

The 19-year-old
defending cham-
pion closed out the last
two games of a
match sus-
pended the
previous day
because of rain
to complete a 6-4
6-4 win over Mateus
Alves on Wednesday.

Alcaraz will next
play Fabio Fognini,
who beat Tomas
Barrios Vera 6-2 6-3 at
the clay court tourna-
ment.

The Spanish teenag-
er was sidelined for
four months with a leg
muscle injury and re-
turned to the tour last
week at the Argentina
Open, where he
dropped only one set en
route to his first title

since his Grand Slam
breakthrough at the US
Open last year.

Alcaraz, who in 2021
became the first
teenage year-end No. 1
in ATP history, is cur-
rently second in the
rankings. He said he
doesn’t feel pressure to
topple Djokovic from
the top but he has set
that as a key goal for
2023.

“Truth is a beautiful
year awaits, with beau-
tiful tournaments. It is
true there will be a lit-
tle pressure to defend
important titles. I will
have to play at a good
level but, as I always
say, I play every match
thinking I have to enjoy
it, much beyond the re-
sults,” Alcaraz told a
news conference.

“I have to try to win
more Grand Slam ti-
tles, reclaim the No. 1
position. That’s what I
am hoping for this
year.”

The hottest up-and-
coming player on tour
has titles to defend in
Rio, Miami, Barcelona,
Madrid and in the last
major of the season in
New York.

Alcaraz wins at Rio Open

Frisco (US), Feb 23 (AP):

Alex Morgan and
Mallory Swanson scored
and the United States de-
feated Brazil 2-1 to win the
SheBelieves Cup for the
fourth straight year.

Japan, which defeated
Canada 3-0 in the earlier
match at Toyota Stadium
on Wednesday, was run-
ner-up in the four-team,
round-robin tournament.
All four SheBelieves Cup
teams will play in
Women’s World Cup this
summer in Australia and
New Zealand.

Morgan’s curling goal
sailed out of reach of
Brazilian goalkeeper
Lorena. Morgan now has
five goals all-time in
SheBelieves matches.

It was Morgan’s 14th
goal since the birth of her
daughter in 2020, giving
her the national team
record for most goals as a
mom. “That was huge,”
Swanson said.

“I think we needed it, we
needed the momentum to
kind of shift in our favor.
(It was) Alex doing Alex

things. Simple, left foot,
classic. She was getting
beat up all first half and
ultimately she punished
them.” Swanson scored in
the 63rd minute, her
fourth goal of the tourna-
ment and seventh overall
goal this year, matching
her total of all of last year.

“I think honestly it’s
been a good run. I’ve really
just tried to focus on being
present and just taking it
day by day, game by
game,” Swanson said.
Swanson, formerly

Mallory Pugh, married
Chicago Cubs shortstop
Dansby Swanson in
December. Ludmila scored
in stoppage time for Brazil
to avoid the shutout. It was
the first goal the United
States has allowed this
year. The United States is
undefeated in five overall
matches.

“We need to be on the
same page. But not only
when it comes to reading
the game, but also the emo-
tional game, we need to be
on the same page.

Milan, Feb 23 (AP):
Romelu Lukaku is back.
After ending his goalscor-
ing drought last weekend,
Lukaku scored late to fire
Inter Milan to a 1-0 win
over 10-man Porto in the
first leg of their
Champions League round-
of-16 matchup.

They were Lukaku’s
first goals since October
and took his tally to just
four since returning from

Chelsea in the offseason as
the Belgium forward has
struggled with injury and
poor form. “We’re really
happy with the win, it was
too important to get a re-
sult,” said Lukaku, who
came on as a substitute.
“We wanted to score a sec-
ond goal too, but we still
managed to win the match
and I’m happy. “I went
through really difficult
months with the injury but

I’m happy to be available
again and happy to have
helped get the win. I’m not
individualistic, I only
think about Inter, about
doing the best for Inter.”
Porto midfielder Otevio
was sent off following a
second yellow card 12 min-
utes from time. He had re-
ceived his first booking for
a tussle with Inter’s
Federico Dimarco at the
end of the first half. The
second leg is on March 14
in Porto.

“I think it (the second
yellow) was right, but the
last 10 minutes were diffi-
cult for us,” Porto coach
Sergio Conceio said. “But
there were also Inter play-
ers that deserved to be
booked. Lautaro
(Martinez) should have got
a yellow card and he
wouldn’t have played the
return leg if he had I don’t
know if that was right, you
decide.” Inter has lost only
once since the beginning of
November, while Porto
came into the match on a
22-game unbeaten run and
had only let in two goals in
its past 11 matches.

US women win SheBelieves
Cup with 2-1 win over Brazil

United States women’s soccer team lifts up and
celebrates the SheBelieves Cup after winning the
soccer match against Brazil 2-0 in Frisco, Texas. 

Late Lukaku goal helps Inter 
beat Porto 1-0 in Champs League

Inter Milan’s
Belgian forward
Romelu Lukaku

(L) and Inter
Milan’s

Argentinian 
forward Lautaro

Martinez tap
hands at the

end of the UEFA
Champions

League round of
16 first leg 

football match
between Inter
Milan and FC

Porto at the San
Siro (Giuseppe-

Meazza) 
stadium in

Milan.

Dubai, Feb 23 (AP):

Australian Open cham-
pion Aryna Sabalenka im-
proved to 13-0 this year
with a 2-6 6-1 6-1 victory
over Jelena Ostapenko to
reach the quarterfinals of
the Dubai Championships.

The second-
r a n k e d
Sabalenka

will next face
B a r b o r a

Krejcikova, who beat fel-
low Czech player Petra
Kvitova 6-3 6-2 on
Wednesday. Earlier, top-
ranked Iga Swiatek
reached the quarterfinals
by beating Liudmila
Samsonova 6-1 6-0. The 21-
year-old Pole was then is-
sued a walkover to the
semifinals after former
No. 1 Karolina Pliskova
withdrew because of an
illness. Pliskova had ad-
vanced to the quarterfi-
nals by defeating Anhelina
Kalinina 7-5 6-7(6) 6-2 in
the round of 16. Swiatek, a
three-time Grand Slam

champion, has won her
last five matches including
the successful defense of
her Qatar Open title last
week. Swiatek will face the
winner of the all-
American quarterfinal
match between Madison
Keys and Coco Gauff.

Keys beat Victoria
Azarenka 6-2 6-1, and the
18-year-old Gauff ad-
vanced after Australian
Open runner-up Elena
Rybakina withdrew from
their scheduled match be-
cause of a lower back in-
jury.

Sabalenka extends
winning streak
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Death in sewer

Literature Nobel winner Annie
Ernaux to make first India visit

New Delhi, Feb 23 (PTI): 

2022 Nobel Prize winner
Annie Ernaux will be on her
maiden visit to India this week
as part of a delegation of au-
thors from France, which is
the Guest of Honour at the
New Delhi World Book Fair be-
ginning Saturday.

"We were so honoured
when Annie Ernaux accepted
our invitation, especially when
we got to know she has said
yes to only two invitations
abroad after receiving the
Nobel Prize in Literature. At
age 82, it will be her first visit
to India," said Julia Trouilloud,
Attache for Books at the
French Institute in India.

Ernaux, who was awarded

the Nobel for the "courage
and clinical acuity with which
she uncovers the roots, es-
trangements and collective re-
straints of personal memory",
will deliver a special lecture at
the book fair venue Pragati
Maidan on Saturday and also
address a conference at the
Shri Ram Centre the next day.

The 16-member French del-
egation also has several other
popular contemporary writers
across literary genres, includ-
ing adult fiction, non-fiction,
young adult fiction, children's
books and graphic novels. 

Over 10 French publishers
will meet their Indian counter-
parts to learn about the Indian
publishing markets, and ex-
change rights between the

two countries.
Representatives from the

French publishing industry bu-
reau (Bureau international
de l'edition francaise and
Syndicat national de l'edi-
tion), the Institut francais
en Inde, and the French
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
will also be present.

According to Emmanuel
L e b r u n - D a m i e n s ,
Counsellor for Education,
Science & Culture at the
French Embassy in India,
"We will discuss broader
perspectives about the
place of literature in our cul-
tural cooperation world-
wide, also in the bilateral re-
lationship between France
and India. 

A little bit about what the
book market represents in
France."

Srinagar, Feb 23 (PTI): 

Amidst the anti-en-
croachment drive in
Jammu and Kashmir to
retrieve State land, DPAP
chairman Ghulam Nabi
Azad on Thursday said if
his party is elected to
power, it will bring back
the Roshni Act under
which the ownership
rights were given to the oc-
cupants. The act was en-
acted in 2001 by the
National Conference gov-
ernment, and was re-
pealed in November 2018
by then governor Satya
Pal Malik.

Azad told reporters in
Anantnag district of

south Kashmir that the
anti-encroachment drive
to retrieve land given to
people under the act
should be stopped. "If we

form the government,
then we will implement
the Roshni scheme once
again." The Roshni Act,
officially known as

Jammu and Kashmir
State Land (Vesting of
Ownership to Occupants)
Act, 2001, was enacted by
the Farooq Abdullah gov-
ernment. The law granted
the ownership of en-
croached land to the occu-
pants to raise funds for
different power projects
of the government.

The law was modified
during Azad's chief min-
isterial tenure from 2005-
2008. Azad also addressed
his party workers
Thursday and promised
to the "people that if my
party is elected to power,
we will re-enact the
Roshni Act in the 
assembly."

Delhi HC expresses displeasure
over hurdles in grant of

employment to victim's family
New Delhi, Feb 23 (PTI): 

The Delhi High Court
on Thursday voiced dis-
pleasure over the "hur-
dles" in grant of compas-
sionate employment to a
family member of a secu-
rity guard who died inside
a sewer last year, underlin-
ing that while he lost his
life to save a manual scav-
enger, nothing was being
done for him.

A bench headed by Chief
Justice Satish Chandra
Sharma noted the Delhi
Development Authority
(DDA) filed an appeal in
the matter which was sub-
sequently withdrawn, and
exhorted the authorities to
grant employment to a
member of the family of

the deceased.
The deceased was a

brave heart who sacrificed
himself to save the life of
another person, said the
court. "Please grant him
employment. At every
point of time, (there are)
all kinds of hurdles in
grant of compensation,
employment ... I feel sorry
for DDA.

This particular gentle-
man gave his life to save
somebody. He lost his life
to save a manual scav-
enger and we are not at all
doing anything for him.
Please do something," said
the bench, also compris-
ing Justice Subramonium
Prasad.

A sweeper and a securi-
ty guard had died on

September 9 last year in
Outer Delhi's Mundka
area after they inhaled
toxic gases inside a sewer.
The incident occurred
when a sweeper had gone
down to clean the sewer
and fainted. A security
guard who rushed to his
rescue also fell uncon-
scious, and both died. The
high court subsequently
registered a public inter-
est litigation (PIL) on its
own based on a news re-
port.

During the hearing,
the Delhi government
counsel said the widow of
the deceased or someone
on her behalf would be
accommodated and some
employment will be pro-
vided.

New Delhi, Feb 23 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Thursday upheld a
Madras High Court order
allowing K Palaniswami to
continue as interim gener-
al secretary of the
AIADMK, establishing his
position as the single,
supreme leader of the
party. A bench of Justices
Dinesh Maheshwari and
Hrishikesh Roy, which had
reserved judgement on the
matter on January 12, dis-
missed the petitions filed
by O Panneerselvam.

"We have upheld the
order of the division
bench of the high court
dated September 2, 2022
and made our earlier in-
terim order
permanent.We have not
dealt with the matter of
resolutions before the

party that were
being heard by the
single judge. We
leave it open for the
said resolutions to
be dealt with in ac-
cordance in law,"
the bench said.

The judgement
came on batch of
pleas concerning
amendments made
to party bylaws dur-
ing the July 11, 2022
general council
meeting, which elect-
ed Palaniswami, or
EPS as he is known,
as its single leader
while expelling his rival
Panneerselvam and some of
his aides.

In Chennai, celebra-
tions broke out at the
AIADMK headquarters
here after news of the
Supreme Court ruling

came in. Elated over the
Supreme Court verdict,
Palaniswami said the rul-
ing has unmasked "be-
trayers" and the "DMK's
B-team" that wanted to
finish off his party. The
favourable apex court was

a result of the 'divinity' of
party stalwarts, the late
chief ministers M G
Ramachandran and J
Jayalalithaa, he said. On
September 2, a division
bench of the Madras High
Court had allowed

Palaniswami's appeal, set-
ting aside an order of the
single judge who had nul-
lified the July 11 General
Council (GC) meeting of
the AIADMK where the
leader of opposition
Palaniswami was elected
the interim general secre-
tary of the party.
Panneerselvam (OPS), a
Jayalalithaa loyalist who
filled in for her as the
chief minister when she
was in jail over corrup-
tion charges, was expelled
from the party.

The division bench had
quashed the August 17
order of the single judge
who had directed mainte-
nance of status quo ante
as on June 23, 2022. After
Jayalalithaa's demise,
EPS became the chief
minister and OPS his
deputy.

ED arrests man in money
laundering case against

Bengaluru-based co-op bank
New Delhi, Feb 23 (PTI): 

The Enforcement
Directorate on Thursday
said it has arrested a man
in connection with its on-
going money laundering
probe against a
Bengaluru-based cooper-
ative bank which is al-
leged to have misappro-
priated public funds to
the tune of more than Rs
1,000 crore. Rajesh VR
has been taken into cus-
tody in the case of Sri
Guru Raghavendra
Sahakara Bank
Niyamitha.

"He is the major benefi-
ciary of the fund si-
phoned off from the bank
in connivance with the
management of the
bank," the ED said in a
statement. The agency,
last year in February, had
arrested the president of

this co-op bank, K
Ramakrishna.

Speaking about the
role of Rajesh VR, the ED
said "according to the
RBI's inspection report,
he availed loans of Rs
40.40 crore from the bank
and has not repaid the
same." "It is also noticed
during investigation that
there are multiple FIRs
against Rajesh VR and
his wife in case of public
frauds committed by
them in other coopera-
tive banks/societies also.
Hence, they are habitual
offenders," the ED al-
leged.

The ED case, filed
under the criminal sec-
tions of the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) in February 2020,
stems from a Bengaluru
Police FIR filed under
various sections of the

Indian Penal Code and
that of the Karnataka
Protection of Interest
Depositors in Financial
Establishments Act of
2004 against the lender
and others.

"The bank promised to
give higher interest rate
to the depositors which
was not in line with the
prevailing market rate."
"The bank officers creat-
ed fictitious loan ac-
counts and transferred
the money to these ac-
counts (without proper
scrutiny of the loans)
which in turn was trans-
ferred to overdue loan ac-
counts for evergreening
purposes to show strong
financial health of the
bank," the ED alleged.
Assets worth Rs 45.32
crore have been attached
by the agency in this case
earlier.

ED questions Delhi CM Kejriwal’s
PA in excise policy case

New Delhi, Feb 23 (PTI): 

The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on
Thursday questioned Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal's personal assis-
tant Bibhav Kumar as part
of its ongoing investigation
into a money laundering
case linked to alleged irreg-
ularities in the now-
scrapped Delhi excise poli-
cy, officials said. Kumar de-
posed before the federal
probe agency here and the
investigators are recording
his statement under the
provisions of the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA),
the officials said.

His questioning is un-
derstood to be related to
the ED's charges made be-
fore the court that at least
36 accused, including Delhi
Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia and
Bibhav Kumar, "destroyed,

used or changed" 170
phones to conceal evidence
of "kickbacks" worth thou-
sands of crores of rupees
in the alleged scam.

The IMEI (International
Mobile Equipment
Identity) of Bibhav's mo-

bile number is stated to
have been changed four
times between September
2021 to July 2022, as per the
ED chargesheet filed be-
fore a local court. The
agency is expected to ques-
tion Kumar about the

meetings that were held
during process of the for-
mulation of the excise poli-
cy 2021-22, which has now
been scrapped, and his role
at these discussions and
his attendance there alone
and along with his boss

Kejriwal.
The ED has named the

Delhi CM in the second
chargesheet claiming that
C Arvind, a DANICS officer
who was earlier secretary
to Sisodia, said in his state-
ment recorded under the
PMLA that he was given
the GoM report on the ex-
cise policy in the middle of
March, 2021 when he was
called by his boss (Sisodia)
to the residence of
Kejriwal.

It had also alleged that
AAP communications in-
charge Vijay Nair, arrested
in this case by the ED and
the CBI earlier, "arranged a
video call through facetime
(a video calling facility on
iPhone) on his phone for
Sameer (Mahandru) and
Sh Arvind Kejriwal, where
Sh Arvind said to Sh
Sameer that, Vijay is his
boy and that Sh Sameer
should trust him and carry
on with him."

Printed and Published by Sameer Maheshwari on behalf of Ramgopal Investments Pvt. Ltd. at Navbharat Press, Navbharat Bhawan, Press Complex, Raipur. Editor in Chief - Sameer Maheshwari. Editor: Sameer Shukla  (Responsible for selection of news under PRB Act.),
Phone: (0771) 4257700 Fax : (0771) 4257703 , Postal Regn. No. C.G./RYPD.N./62/2019-21, Regd. No. 26172/74/RNI

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal’s personal assistant Bibhav Kumar arrives at the
Enforcement Directorate (ED) office for questioning, in New Delhi, Thursday.

SC allows EPS to continue as
AIADMK interim general secretary

Former Chief Minister AIADMK's Interim General Secretary
Edappadi Palaniswami being greeted by supporters after the
Supreme Court's decision allowing him to continue as the Interim
General Secretary, in Madurai, Thursday.

‘Will reenact Roshni Act in assembly if
voted to power in Jammu and Kashmir’

Democratic Azad Party President Ghulam Nabi Azad with
party leaders during a rally at Kokernag in Anantnag dis-
trict, Thursday.
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