
New Delhi, Feb 08 (PTI):

The actual COVID-
19 infections in India

may be around 17 times
higher than the official fig-
ure, a study led by re-
searchers at Banaras
Hindu University (BHU)
suggests.

According to govern-
ment data, nearly 4.5 crore
people in India have been
infected with COVID-19 so
far. However, the study
published in the
International Journal of
Infectious Diseases (IJID)
estimated that the actual
coronavirus cases in the
country may be between
58 to 98 crores.

The research "has
shown that the actual co-
rona infection in India
was at least 17 times high-
er," according to a state-
ment by BHU.

"The discrepancy ob-
served in our study is due
to the overwhelming num-

ber of asymptomatic peo-
ple, which was several-fold
higher than the true offi-
cial infection," said BHU
geneticist Professor
Gyaneshwer Chaubey.

"Asymptomatic cases
were more inclined to-
wards the younger popula-
tion," Chaubey, who led
the study, told PTI.

The study involved 88

scientists from 34 research
institutes across the coun-
try. The team conducted
serosurvey (antibody test-
ing) among 2,301 individu-
als in urban areas of four-
teen Indian districts in six
states during the month of
September-December 2020.

The most striking as-
pect of this study was that
a large proportion of the

Indian population was
asymptomatic for COVID
infection and the age
group 26-35 had the maxi-
mum number of asympto-
matic people, the re-
searchers said. Antibody
tests in people after any
coronavirus wave accu-
rately assesses the actual
infection, they said.

The team conducted the
research among a large
number of people -- street
vendors -- living in urban
areas from fourteen
Indian districts who are
most at risk of corona in-
fection. "For the first time,
we have used a novel ap-
proach to estimate the fre-
quency of people infected
in a certain geographical
region," said BHU's
Prajjval Pratap Singh, the
study's first author.

Samples were taken of
only those people who self-
reported that they never
had any Covid symptoms
or positive RT PCR test.

Stuck 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Ten Indians are
stuck in remote parts of
earthquake-hit Turkiye but
they are safe while one cit-
izen is missing, the
Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) said on Wednesday.
Secretary (West) in the
MEA Sanjay Verma said
the Indians in Turkiye are
relatively safe. 

Suicide
KKoottaa:: A Class 12 student
allegedly killed himself by
hanging in the Nainwan
town of Rajasthan's Bundi
district, police said on
Wednesday. The 18-year-
old was scheduled to
appear for a practical
examination at his school
on Wednesday. When he
did not turn up, his class-
mates reached his rented
room and found him hang-
ing from the ceiling fan.

Bust 
NNaaggppuurr:: Police have bust-
ed a sex racket being
operated from a hotel in
Nagpur city of
Maharashtra and rescued
two women while a man
was arrested, an official
said on Wednesday. A
team of Social Services
Branch of the city police
recently raided a hotel
located in Narendra
Nagar after sending a
decoy customer.

Recover
MMuummbbaaii:: Days after a
doctor from Thane dis-
trict of Maharashtra for-
got a bag containing jew-
ellery worth Rs 23.50 lakh
on an express train, the
Government Railway
Police (GRP) recovered it
from the house of a man
in Ahmedabad, an official
said on Wednesday.
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Bollywood actors Sidharth
Malhotra and Kiara Advani 

during their wedding ceremony,
at Suryagarh Palace 

in Jaisalmer.
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Mumbai, Feb 08 (PTI): 

The Reserve Bank of
India slowed the pace of in-
terest-rate increases for the
second straight time when
it on Wednesday expectedly
hiked borrowing costs by
25 basis points while keep-
ing the door open for more
hikes as core inflation re-
mained high.

The move to raise the
rate will make loans -- in-
cluding housing and auto --
and corporate credit expen-
sive.

The RBI's six-member
Monetary Policy
Committee voted 4-2 to
raise the benchmark repur-
chase or repo rate to 6.50
per cent and retain its
stance of withdrawing ac-

commodation, which was
adopted early last year.

This is the sixth straight
increase in interest rates
since May last year, and the
cumulative hike now totals
250 bps.

The RBI raised interest
rates by 35 bps in December

2022. Rates were hiked by 40
bps in May and 50 basis
points each in June, August
and September.

While the headline infla-
tion print has seen a down-
ward trajectory and has re-
mained below the upper
limit of 6 per cent in
November and December
2022, the MPC continues to
have concerns about the
core inflation, which has
stayed above 6 per cent for
the past 15 months.

"The stickiness of core or
underlying inflation is a
matter of concern. We need
to see a decisive modera-
tion in inflation. We have to
remain unwavering in our
commitment to bring down
CPI headline inflation,"
RBI Governor Shaktikanta

Das said while announcing
the committee's decision.

Adjusted for inflation,
the policy rate still trails its
pre-pandemic levels, Das
said, adding liquidity re-
mains in surplus.

On the growth front, the
RBI projected GDP growth
at 6.4 per cent for the fiscal
starting April 1 (2023-24),
down from 7 per cent in the
current year. It also be-
lieves that the global
growth environment has
slightly improved, with the
latest global data indicating
higher prospects of a soft
landing.

Das said the Indian econ-
omy remains resilient in
the face of considerable un-
certainties on global com-
modity prices.

Dhamtari, Feb 08: 

Police have arrested four
"supporters" of Naxalites
from Dhamtari district and
recovered from them 12
walkie-talkies, some Naxal
uniforms and other items
which were to be supplied to
the cadres, officials said on
Wednesday.

After the arrest on
Tuesday, the accused told
the police that they used to
work for Naxalites and at-
tend their meetings. They
would also extort money
from traders and contrac-

tors and hand it over to
Naxalites and spread their
ideology in rural areas, an
official said. The accused
also delivered ration, daily
use material and other es-
sential items to Naxal
cadres, he said. The arrested
persons also told the police
that they "purchase walkie-
talkies through online plat-
form Flipkart and other es-
sential items and send them
to Naxalites," a police re-
lease said. A joint team of
Dhamtari and Gariaband
police launched a search op-
eration on Tuesday follow-
ing a tip-off that some goods
were brought by locals for
supplying to Naxalites, an
official said.

New Delhi, Feb 08 (PTI) 

The Centre has clarified in the
Supreme Court that the surro-
gacy law says a surrogate
mother may not be genetical-
ly related to the child born
through the process.
It has told the apex court that
a provision of the Surrogacy
Act prescribes that no woman
shall act as a surrogate moth-
er by providing her own
gametes.
"However, the child to be
born through surrogacy must
be genetically related to the
intending couple or intending
woman (widow or divorcee),"
the Centre has submitted
before the court.
"It means that the child to be
born through surrogacy to the
intending couple should be
formed of gametes of the
intending couple themselves -
- sperms from the father and
oocytes from the mother," it
said. A bench headed by
Justice Ajay Rastogi is hear-
ing a batch of pleas, including

one that has challenged cer-
tain provisions of the
Surrogacy (Regulation) Act,
2021 and the Assisted
Reproductive Technology
(Regulation) Act, 2021, claim-
ing that these provisions
directly infringe upon the
right to privacy and are
against the reproductive
rights of women.
In its submissions before the
top court, the Centre said
through a notification issued
in May last year, it had
formed the National Assisted
Reproductive Technology and
Surrogacy Board under sec-
tion 17 of the Surrogacy Act
and section 3 of the ART Act.
It said under section 25 of the
Surrogacy Act, the board has
the power to advise the
Centre on policy matters
relating to assisted reproduc-
tive technology and surrogacy
and for supervising the func-
tioning of various bodies con-
stituted under the two
statutes, including the state
boards.

New Delhi, Feb 08 (PTI) 
Amid a row over
her using an
expletive inside
Parliament, TMC
MP Mahua
Moitra remained
defiant on
Wednesday cit-

ing past instances of BJP lead-
ers using objectionable words
in the House and said she
called "an apple, an apple".
Soon after Moitra concluded
her speech during the debate
on the 'Motion of Thanks to the
President's Address' in Lok
Sabha on Tuesday, there were
angry exchanges between
Trinamool Congress (TMC) and
BJP members. Moitra was
heard using an objectionable
word to which the Chair object-
ed and urged members to avoid
cuss words. Asked about the
incident, Moitra, without nam-
ing anyone, said,"this is a gen-
tleman who called farmers
pimps...The minister for urban
development Hardeep Singh
Puri in Rajya Sabha called Dr
Santanu Sen an absolutely
offensive term. This is not the
first time that on record exple-
tives or harsh words have been
used in Parliament."

HOME, AUTO LOANS TO BE EXPENSIVE

RBI hikes lending rate by 25 bps

RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das
during a press conference, in

Mumbai, Wednesday.

Leopard strays into
court complex

Ghaziabad (UP), Feb 08 (PTI):
A leopard strayed into the
court complex under the
Kavinagar police station area
here on Wednesday afternoon
and injured six people, police
said. "Around six people have
sustained injuries after being
attacked by the animal, which
is still on the court premises,"
Assistant Commissioner of
Police Abhishek Srivastav said.
A joint operation of police and
the forest department is
underway to rescue the leop-
ard, he said.
According to police officials,
the court premises were
vacated after news of the ani-
mal's presence spread.
"Teams of the forest depart-
ment and local police reached
the complex and assisted
some people who were stuck
inside," Srivastav said, adding
that the injured have been
hospitalised.

New Delhi, Feb 08 (PTI) 

In a stinging attack on
the Opposition, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
on Wednesday said the
trust reposed by crores of
people was his protective
shield which cannot be
breached by abuse and alle-
gations from his detractors.

Replying to the debate on
the Motion of Thanks on
the President's Address in
Lok Sabha, Modi said the
world was looking at India
with hope amid instability
in some parts of the globe
due to the once-in-a-centu-
ry pandemic and conflicts.
"But some people who are
neck deep in frustration re-
fuse to accept India's
growth story. They cannot
see the achievements of 140
crore Indians," Modi said,
targeting the Opposition.

The prime minister said
people know Modi has
come to their help in times
of crisis. "How will they
agree with your abuses and
allegations," he told the
Opposition.

"People trust in Modi not
due to newspaper head-
lines or TV visuals but due
to my years of dedication
in the service of the peo-
ple," Modi said.

BJP members broke into
chants of Modi, Modi' as
the prime minister listed
out the public welfare ini-
tiatives of his government.
Opposition members
raised the slogan of Adani,
Adani' to counter the BJP
members.

‘Trust of people my shield
against Oppn abuse’

PM Narendra Modi replies to
the Motion of Thanks on the

President's address in the
Lok Sabha during Budget
Session of Parliament, in
New Delhi, Wednesday.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Wednesday read out cou-
plets of Hindi satirist Kaka
Hathrasi and poet Dushyant
Kumar to target the
Opposition, including Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi, in Lok
Sabha. Responding to a debate
on the Motion of Thanks on
the President's Address in the
lower house of Parliament,
Modi said the world was look-
ing at India with hope amid
instability in some parts of the
globe due to the once-in-a-
century pandemic and con-
flicts. "But some people who
are neck deep in frustration
refuse to accept India's growth
story. They cannot see the
achievements of 140 crore
Indians," Modi said, targeting
the Opposition.

‘Couplets of satirist
Kaka Hathrasi, poet
Dushyant Kumar to

hit out at Oppn’Four ‘supporters’ of Naxalites held
12 walkie-talkies,
other supplies seized A joint team of Dhamtari and

Gariaband police launched a
search operation on Tuesday
following a tip-off that some
goods were brought by
locals for supplying to
Naxalites. Based on the
information, the police
apprehended one of the
accused, Tamradhwaj Sahu
alias Rinku, from Bhothali
village when he was on his
way to deliver the essential
items to Naxalites. The
police seized 12 walkie-
talkies, Naxal uniforms, liter-
ature, pamphlets, banners,
mobile phones, a motorcycle
and other items from them.

About the arrest

BH
U 

ST
UD

Y ‘Actual Covid cases in India 17 times more’

The team conducted the research among a large number of peo-
ple -- street vendors -- living in urban areas from fourteen Indian
districts who are most at risk of corona infection. "For the first
time, we have used a novel approach to estimate the frequency
of people infected in a certain geographical region," said BHU's
Prajjval Pratap Singh, the study's first author. Samples were
taken of only those people who self-reported that they never
had any Covid symptoms or positive RT PCR test. The minimum
proportion of antibody-positive people was observed in Raipur
district of Chhattisgarh (2 per cent), while the maximum propor-
tion of antibody-positive persons was found in Ghazipur district
(47 per cent) of Uttar Pradesh. The research also revealed that
the cases reported by the government were several times lower
than the actual incidence of infection.

‘Only 2% of antibody-positive people was
observed in Raipur district’

‘Called an 
apple, an apple’

CENTRE TO SC

‘Surrogate mother is
not related to child’

Bhadohi, Feb 08: 

Uttar Pradesh
Deputy Chief
Minister Brajesh
Pathak made a big
statement about the
demand to change
the name of
Lucknow and said
that it is well known that it
was the city of Lakshman.

In Bhadohi, the deputy
CM held a review meeting
regarding the progress of
various schemes and devel-
opment works.

Later, he also unveiled a
statue of former Prime
Minister Atal Bihari

Vajpayee in Suriyava. On
this occasion,
Pathak referred to
the demand of BJP
MP Sangam Lal
Gupta to change the
name of Lucknow.

He said that
everyone knows
that Lucknow was

the city of Lakshman.
"There will be further talks
about the change of name."

BJP MP Sangam Lal
Gupta on Tuesday urged
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah to change the
name of Uttar Pradesh's
capital city to 'Lakhanpur
or Lakshmanpur'.

Lucknow to be renamed to
‘Lakshman Nagari’: Pathak



Geeta Sarkar

BBhhiillaaii::  Sector 1, Street
32 resident Geeta
Sarkar left for heavenly
abode at the age of 76
years. Last rites of the
mortal remains were
performed at Ramnagar
Muktidham. She was
the wife of retired BSP
officer DK Sarkar;
mother of Saumen
Sarkar, Prof Sauren
Sarkar and Tapsi Sarkar
and mother-in-law of
Prof Madhumita Sarkar.

OBITUARYMaha Shivratri celebration
at Skandhashram from

February 15
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 08:
Skandashram is celebrat-
ing 14th year of Maha
Shivaratri by organising
Maha Rudram between
February 15-19, 2023.
Maha Rudram is a unique
ritual to offer prayers to
the "Almighty"
Parabrahmam Lord
Shiva. The rituals are to
be performed by a team of
Vedic scholars led by  V
Bhagyaraj Sastrigal of
Salem (Tamil Nadu).

On first day the morn-
ing rituals include
Ganapathy Pooja,
M a h a s a n g a l p a m ,
Anugnai & Mahanyasam
while in the evening
Krama Archanai &
Deeparadhanai would be
held. On February 16
morning the ritual
Mahanyasam will be per-
formed which will be fol-
lowed by Shri Rudra
Japam, Abhishekam &

Deeparadhanai and in the
evening Krama Archanai
& Deeparadhanai will be
organised. On February 17
the morning rituals in-
clude Mahanyasam Rudra
Japam, Abhishekam &
Deeparadhanai while in
the evening Krama
Archanai &
Deeparadhanai. On
February 18
Mahanyasam, Shri Rudra
Japam, Abhishekam &

Deeparadhanai and
again in the evening from
19:00 hrs Shri Rudra
Japam, Abhishekam &
Deeparadhanai and again
from 21:30 hrs Shri Rudra
Japam, Abhishekam &
Deeparadhanai. On the
final day, February 19 ritu-
als would include Shri
Rudra Japam,
Abhishekam &
Deeparadhanai and end
with Havan, Khalasa
Abhishekam for Lord
Shiva & Maha
Deeparadhanai.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 08: A 3 day
long Vikram Sarabhai
Space Exhibition (VSSE)
was organised by Space
Applications Centre, ISRO
Ahmedabad at the premises
of Sanjay Rungta Group of
Institutions, from February
06-08, 2023. The major high-
lights of the exhibition was
Launching Vehicle Models,
Remote Sensing Satellites,
Satellite Systems,
Chandrayaan, Mars Orbital
Mission, Satellite Images
and Applications, Various
Space Models, Power Point
Presentation and Rocket
Launching System.

Inauguration ceremony
started on February 06,
Chief Guest Dr Abhishek
Pallav, SP Durg enlightened
the lamp. He said that pa-
tience is the key to success
for good research. He also
briefed the gathering that
science should be used for

creativity and not for de-
struction and we should
make small changes to pro-
tect the environment and
need to take initiative to
clean up. He said that there
is a strong need of good ed-
ucation to make India stand
first in the 21st century. NJ
Bhatt, Senior Scientist and
Head of VSSE shared his
views on the research envi-

ronment at ISRO. He also
said that there is a vast re-
search opportunity in re-
mote sensing applications.
Paresh Sarvaiya, Scientist
SF, Dr SP Vyas, Head SRTD
and Rachna Patnaik, Head
LKMD interacted with the
students and shared their
views on the satellite sys-
tem and its applications.

Sanjay Rungta,

Chairman, Dr Saket
Rungta, Director, NJ Bhatt,
Senior Scientist &
President, VSSE, Paresh
Sarvaiya, Scientist SF, Dr
SP Vyas, Head SRTD,
Rachna Patnaik, Head
LKMD, Dr T Rama Rao,
Director Academics SRGI,
Mohd Shajid Ansari,
Assistant Director SRGI
and Surendra Pandey,

District Mission
Coordinator, Education
Department Durg,
Principals and Deans of
various institutions,
Principals and teachers of
invited schools attended the
inauguration ceremony.
During this 3 day exhibi-
tion, more than 100 CBSE
and CG Board school stu-
dents visited this exhibi-
tion.

Sanjay Rungta,
Chairman said that organ-
ising such exhibition is
beneficial for the students
and inculcates interest in
science among them. He ex-
pressed his gratitude to-
wards the scientists from
ISRO. Dr Saket Rungta,
Director informed that
SRGI is organising this ex-
hibition for the third time
but this time it is a different
kind of exhibition as for the
very first time ISRO has dis-
played the models in 
mobile van.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 08: Protesting
against the alleged attack
on tribals by converted peo-
ple in Narayanpur and bi-
ased working of the
District Administration
and State Government,
Sarva Hindu Samaj staged
Satyagraha at Old Bus
Stand in Durg on Tuesday.
Enlightened people, women
and youth raised their
voice against religious con-
version. Social leaders ex-
pressed their views against
religious conversion.

The demonstrators al-

leged that instead of taking
action against the culprits,
a police FIR was registered
against innocent tribals.
Later, a memorandum was
handed over to the officials
of district administration.
They demanded strict ac-
tion against those who cre-
ate false stories of miracles
and temptations by mis-
sionaries in prayer meet-
ings. They also demanded
strict action against the
culprits who perpetrated
violence in Narayanpur
and unconditional release
of innocent tribal villagers

Sarva Samaj Chief

Kaushalendra Pratap
Singh said that a converted
Christian family was will-
ing to perform the last rites
of a deceased family mem-
ber according to Hindu cus-
toms in Narayanpur.

When the people
Christian community came
to know about it, they gath-
ered and attacked the vil-
lage. During this violence,
the police remained silent
and when the tribal vil-
lagers tried to contact the
district administration, an-
other violent incident took
place on the instigation of
the administration. Later,

the police took action
against the innocent trib-
als, he alleged.

As a representative of
Brahmin society, Prem
Prakash Pandey said that
the nation will be strong if
the Sanatan culture is
strong, that's why conver-
sion is being used to mis-
lead the Sanatanis as con-
version is the first step to
national conversion.
Religion was also the basis
of the partition of the
country in 1947. He said
that it is everyone's consti-
tutional right to propagate
religion, but no one has the

right to convert under the
guise of preaching religion.
Such disruptive elements
are getting the protection of
the state government.

When a top cop made cor-
respondence with the state
government about the on-
going religious conversions
in tribal areas, this honest
officer was deliberately
punished and sidelined.
Prem Prakash Pandey said
that the Chief Minister of
the state is trying to woo
people by posing as a fake
devotee of Ram, while on
the other hand, his minis-
ters are making tribals

fight with tribals.
As a representative of

the Sahu Samaj, Dr
Dayaram Sahu said that
the Sahu Samaj is also suf-
fering from conversion.
They are being converted
by playing emotional
games. Narrating the latest
developments, Dr Sahu
said that in the past, at-
tempts were made to con-
vert the girls of Sahu
Samaj by calling them on
the pretext of free tuition
and making them pray.
Conversion is a big threat
to the identity and culture
of Chhattisgarh.

Women National
President of Sarv Kurmi
Samaj Lata Rishi
Chandrakar; Dr
Devnarayan Tandi, repre-
sentative of Utkal Samaj;
Rajesh Tamarkar from
Tamer Samaj; Chetan
Dewangan from Devangan
Samaj; Madan Sen from
Sen Samaj, Santosh
Markandey and Dwarka
Chandravanshi from
Satnami Samaj, Paras
Janghel and Surendra
Kaushik from Lodhi Samaj,
Anil Gurhar from Gurjar
Samaj, Anil Gurjar,
Kanhaiyya Lahiri from

Mehar Samaj and represen-
tatives of tribals Tulsi
Dhruv, Raju Netam;
Manish Vaishnav from
Vaishnav Samaj, Sharda
Gupta from Kasaudhan
Vaishya Gupta Samaj,
Amar Surana from Jain
Samaj, Sher Singh,
Subhash Panchal from
Haryanvi Samaj,
Kumbhkar Samaj, Sikh
Samaj and heads of differ-
ent Samajs were present.
Brijesh Bichpuria,
Jitendra Verma,
Prabhunath Mishra, Lalit
Chandrakar and others
were also present.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 08: Mansa
College of Education re-
cently celebrated its annual
function in a grand man-
ner. SP Dr Abhishek
Pallava graced the function
as Chief Guest while Dr
Prashant Srivastava and Dr
PK Srivastava (Dean, Durg
University) were present as
special guests. The pro-
gramme began with lamp
lighting, Saraswati
Vandana and recital of
Raajgeet. S Manmad Rao
delivered the welcome ad-
dress. Sanjeev Saxena
(Director, Mansa College of
Education) also addressed
the gathering.

Principal Prof Smita
Saxena presented the annu-
al report. The gathering
paid tributes to Late BS
Saxena, Chairman of the
institution. The students of
BEd, BPEd and MEd staged
cultural performances in-
cluding the traditional

Chhattisgarhi dance,
Bhagra, Lavni, etc. BPEd
students also presented
aerobics and yoga.
Meritorious students and
winners of various sports
and cultural events were fe-
licitated with certificates,
medals and trophies.

In his address, Dr
Abhishek Pallava high-
lighted the importance of
teachers in society. He said
that a society cannot
progress without giving re-
spect to the teachers. He as-
serted that the quality in
education is of paramount
importance. A teacher

must include hard skills
along with soft skills in the
style of teaching. He em-
phasised on understanding
the psychology of children.
They should not be as-
sessed merely on the basis
of marks scored but their
behaviour and approach
should also be considered.
He suggested the students
to work hard and stay away
from narcotics and other
intoxicants. He further
asked the students to spend
limited time on social
media. Dr Prashant
Srivastava paid tributes to
Late BS Saxena and appre-

ciated the event. Sharing
his experiences, he asked
the students to give respect
to everyone as they have
some or the other talent. In
his presidential speech,
Sanjeev Saxena informed
how the institution was
opened and the branches of
ITI, Polytechnic and
College were established.
He said that the students
have made the institution
proud in different sectors.

Assistant professor
Sushma Kole and BEd stu-
dents Astha, Pratichi,
Anjali and Kaushal con-
ducted the programme.
Poornam Sahu, Namrata
Pandey, Dr Pushpa Sharma,
Dr Sangita Srivastava,
Sapna Chaurasia, Mamta
Patle, Rekha, Rajni Pagar,
Pushpita Dasgupta and
Sudipta Nandi made appre-
ciable efforts in making the
programme a grand suc-
cess. Dr Namita Gauraha
proposed the vote of
thanks.

DAV Hudco student Priyansh 
Bhaduri brings laurels to town 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 08: Priyansh
Bhaduri, an upcoming
shining star of DAV Public
School Hudco, has once
again brought laurels to
the school. He participated
in 30th edition of National
Children's Science
Congress held at Gujarat
Science City, Ahmedabad
which took place from
January 27 to January 31,
2023. The number of scien-
tific projects totalled in the
congress was 636 projects
from each state, union ter-
ritories and 4 Gulf coun-
tries Bahrain, UAE, Saudi
Arabia and Qatar. He rep-
resented the state of
Chhattisgarh as the first
place winner from the
State level competition. He
stood 2nd in the District
level competition and
stood 1st position in state
level competition. After 4

days of continuous pres-
entation on valedictory, he
was awarded the "The
Most Valuable Child
Scientist of Chhattisgarh".
He was given an 'A' grade
citation certificate which
was also a big achieve-
ment for state as it the first
time in the NCSC's history

in 30 years that a child sci-
entist from Chhattisgarh
has achieved A grade cita-
tion.

Speaking about his
achievements he said, he
believes that DAV school
being his second home has
assisted him with its end-
less facilities, opportuni-
ties and most importantly
with kind hearted and
generous facilitators who
never gave a second
thought in helping him in
all possible ways.

The aim of DAV institu-
tions is to inculcate in the
students a thirst for
knowledge, sincerity to-
wards their work, honesty,
patriotic devour and hu-
manism. It also works
with the mission to pro-
vide a secure environment
to the students and nur-
tures them to become suc-
cessful in their future
prospects.

Mor Makaan Mor Chinhari makes
dreams of 307 families come true

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 08: The long
wait of the 307 families of
having their own pukka
house is over now. Houses
were allotted to 307 benefi-
ciaries through a lottery
system in Bhilai on
Tuesday. Mayor Neeraj Pal
remained present
throughout the lottery
process. He congratulated
the beneficiaries on get-
ting the houses allotted.

Satisfaction and happi-
ness were clearly visible
on the faces of the benefici-
aries. In the lottery, priori-
ty was given to the dis-
abled and senior citizens.
Divyangs and senior citi-
zens were allotted accom-
modation on the ground
floor on the basis of priori-
ty and under the rules of
the government.

The beneficiaries
thanked the Bhilai
Municipal Corporation,
government and adminis-
tration. It is worth men-
tioning that the eligible
beneficiaries of Mor
Makan Mor Chinhari, who
had deposited the propor-
tionate contribution
amount, were included in
the lottery.

Mayor Neeraj Pal and

Corporation Commissio-
ner Rohit Vyas had given
instructions to complete
its process expeditiously.
In this sequence, 307 bene-
ficiaries were allotted
houses through the lottery.
Mayor Neeraj Pal said that
it is everyone's dream to
have their own pucca
house.

There was a lot of enthu-
siasm among the people

even before the allotment
of houses. People have got
houses under Mor Makan
Mor Chinhari scheme at
Amrapali Housing Board,
Behind Surya Vihar,
Milestone, Near Krishna
Engineering, Green Valley,
Avinash Metro etc.

The process of housing
allotment will also be done
soon for the eligible people
under Mor Makan - Mor

Aas. Sub-Divisional
Officer Jageshwar
Kaushal, Speaker Girwar
Bunty Sahu, MiC member
Siju Anthony, Rita Singh
Gera, Zone President
Bhupendra Yadav,
Superintending Engineer
and Nodal Officer Deepak
Joshi, Executive Engineer
DK Verma, Vidyadhar
Dewangan and others
were present.
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Quality of education is of 
paramount importance: Dr Pallava

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 08: SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant's JLN
Hospital & Research
Centre will host a pre-
Conference Parallel
Workshop on Basic Life
Support (BLS) & Non-
Invasive Hemodynamic
Monitoring on February
09, 2023 at Bhilai
M a n a g e m e n t
Development Centre
(BMDC). The workshop is
being organised as a prel-
ude to All India Steel
Medical Officers
Conference 2023 that is
being hosted in Bhilai. All
India Steel Medical
Officer Conference 2023,
and this workshop is
being organised under the
able guidance and leader-
ship of CMO Incharge Dr
M Ravindranath.

The workshop is de-
signed for healthcare pro-
fessionals, including nurs-
es, doctors, and para-
medics, who are interest-

ed in gaining a deeper un-
derstanding of BLS and
N o n - I n v a s i v e
H e m o d y n a m i c
Monitoring. The work-
shop will be led by experi-
enced and knowledgeable
instructors who will pro-
vide participants with
hands-on training and
practical skills that they
can immediately put to
use. The workshop will
cover the fundamentals of
BLS, including cardiopul-
monary resuscitation
(CPR) and the use of auto-
matic external defibrilla-
tors (AEDs).

Three experienced doc-
tors from Tata Memorial

Hospital (TMH), Mumbai
have been invited to ad-
dress the workshop on the
topic of Hemodynamic
Monitoring. Dr Jigeeshu
Divatia, Professor and
Head, Dept of
Anaesthesiology at TMH,
Mumbai has to his credit
over 180 publications with
H e m o d y n a m i c s ,
Ventilation & ICU organi-
sation as his areas of in-
terest. Dr Shipusp J
Bhosale who will also
speak on Hemodynamic
Monitoring is Professor in
Division of Critical Care,
Dept of Anaesthesiology,
Critical Care & Pain at
TMH, Mumbai. Paediatric

Intensive Care,
Hemodynamics and
Ultrasound are his special
areas of interest. Dr Amol
Kothekar is Professor in
Division of Critical Care,
Dept of Anaesthesiology
at TMH, Mumbai.
Hemodynamics &
Ultrasound are his special
areas of interest.

Additionally, partici-
pants will learn about the
principles of Non-Invasive
H e m o d y n a m i c
Monitoring and how to use
different monitoring de-
vices to measure and mon-
itor various parameters,
such as blood pressure and
cardiac output, without in-
vasive procedures. The
workshop is designed to be
interactive and will offer
ample opportunities for
participants to ask ques-
tions and engage in discus-
sions with the trainers.
Participants will receive
certificates of completion
upon finishing the 
workshop.

BLS & Non-Invasive Hemodynamic
Monitoring workshop at JLN Hospital today

Dr JV Divatia Dr SJ Bhosle Dr Amol Kotekar 

Sarva Hindu Samaj stages Satyagraha against religious conversion

Vikram Sarabhai Space 
Exhibition organised at SRGI
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Raipur, Feb 08: Chief
Minister Mr. Bhupesh
Baghel attended the gold-
en jubilee celebrations of
Raipur Archdiocese at
Catholic Church located in
Amlidih, Raipur on
Wednesday. Addressing
the ceremony, the Chief
Minister said that the
work done by the
Christian community in
the field of education,
health and service to hu-
manity is commendable
and has no match. When
there was a lack of educa-
tional institutions, the
Christian community
opened schools and hos-
tels. Promoted education
in rural and forest areas.
The Christian community
also took the works of
service in the field of edu-

cation and health to such
places where it was diffi-
cult for the people to
reach.

Mr. Baghel said that
even during the global
pandemic Corona, the
Christian community
served humanity with
alacrity. When people used
to hesitate even to touch
leprosy victims, they
worked for leprosy pa-
tients. For the treatment of
leprosy patients, the com-
munity opened hospitals
and dispensaries at many
places including
Abhanpur, Baitalpur.

The Chief Minister said
that the Christian commu-
nity has an old relation
with Chhattisgarh. This
community is carrying
forward the teachings of
mercy, compassion, serv-
ice, forgiveness, love, sacri-

fice of Lord Jesus and
Saint Mother Mary. The
Chief Minister extended a
hearty welcome to the
Cardinals, Arch Bishops,
Fathers, Sisters and peo-
ple of the community
present at the Golden
Jubilee celebrations in-
cluding Mr. Leopoldo
Girelli, Vatican
Ambassador to India and
Nepal specially present on
the occasion. Before this,
the guests including
Vatican Ambassador Mr.
Leopoldo Girelli and Chief
Minister Mr. Bhupesh
Baghel inaugurated the
ceremony by lighting the
lamp. The Chief Minister
also released a souvenir
published on the occasion
of the Golden Jubilee cele-
brations. The
Ambassador of the
Vatican, Mr. Leopoldo

Girelli, extended greet-
ings and best wishes to
Pope Francis and on his
behalf to all the people on
the occasion of the Golden
Jubilee celebrations of the
Raipur Archdiocese. MLA
Mr. Satyanarayan Sharma
said that this community
has been serving the socie-
ty with the spirit of com-
passion, kindness, affec-
tion and benevolence.
Education and public
health have always been
their objectives. The
General Secretary of the
Catholic Bishops’ Council
of India, Mr. Anil Kuto
and Cardinal of
Hyderabad, Mr. Anthony
Pulla also addressed the
event. The welcome
speech was given by the
Archbishop of
Chhattisgarh Mr. Victor
Henry Thakur.

‘Works done by Christian 
community commendable’

Towards education,
health and service
to humanity

Chief Minister 
participates in the
golden jubilee 
celebrations of
Raipur Archdiocese

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Feb 08: In a key
reshuffle among postings
of Indian Police Services
(IPS) Officers, the 2012
batch IPS officer Rajesh
Kukreja posted as
Superintendent of Police
(SP) Sarangarh-Bilaigarh
District has been shifted
to First Chhattisgarh
Armed Police Force
(CAPF) as Commandant
whereas Korba Battalion

Commandant Ashutosh
Singh has been given the
responsibility of SP
Sarangarh-Bilaigarh
District.

Similarly, the Deputy
Inspector General of
Police (DIG) Parul
Mathur has been shifted
to Sarguja at the CAPF
Range as DIG within just
10 days after being given
posting at Anti
Corruption Bureau
(ACB) Raipur. In a fresh
posting order issued here
from the Home Ministry,
SP Chief Minister (CM)
Security Raipur Prakhar
Pandey has been posted
as DIG ACB Raipur head-
quarters.

Ashutosh Singh posted as new SP Sarangarh-Bilaigarh
Prakhar Pandey
shifted from CM
Security to ACB
headquarters RRaaiippuurr::  In a significant devel-

opment, the state govern-
ment on Wednesday entrust-
ed the retired IAS Officer
Niranjan Das with the respon-
sibility of Excise
Commissioner within just 7
days after he was given
Contractual Appointment as
Secretary Electronics &
Information Technology on
post retirement.

Das who retired on January
31 was posted in Excise
Department. As per the fresh
posting order issued here by

General Administration
Department (GAD), the for-
mer IAS Officer Das has been
given the additional responsi-
bility of Excise Commissioner
as well as additional respon-
sibility of Managing Director
of Chhattisgarh Bewarages
Corporation and MD of Civil
Supplies Corporation. He
would also continue as
Secretary Commercial Tax
which means that all key
portfolios, he was holding
prior to the retirement, has
been given again.

Niranjan posted as Excise
Commissioner again

RAY OF HOPE

What an irony when a girl from a poor family is made to sell a rose to a couple on occasion week-long Valentine
Day celebrations near Marine Drive area, just to earn some revenue and have a day’s meal !

Raipur, Feb 08:
Bharatiya Janata Party

(BJP) on Wednesday
chalked out strategy to
corner the ruling
Congress government
over reported anomalies
in Co-operative sector in-
cluding co-op societies.

BJP’s Co  in-charge of

party affairs Nitin Nabin
on Wednesday held a
meeting of the various
Cell of the organization
including the Co-opera-
tive Cell, Panchayat Cell,
Civic Body Cell and Legal
Cell at the party office
here. He asked the party
workers to expose the
Congress government
over the anomalies in the
various schemes for the
farmers and added that
the office-bearers should
launch agitation against
the unauthorized occu-
pancy in various Co-oper-
ative Bodies.

Regarding the Civic

Body activities, he asked
the office-bearers to col-
lect data related with the
Mor Awas- Mor Adhikar
scheme for housing facili-
ties in Panchayat level.
He stressed on the need
for agitation against the
state government on the
issue.

BJP General
Secretaries Vijay Sharma
and OP Chaudhary and
other senior leaders like
Devji Patel, Ashok Bajaj,
Pawan Sahu, JP
Chandrvanshi and
Labhchand Bafna were
also present during the
meeting.

BJP chalks out strategy over anomalies in Co-op sector

Co in-charge Nitin
Nabin chairs meet-
ing of various Cell

MMaahhaassaammuunndd,,  FFeebb  0088::  Two accused
have been arrested with Rs 40 lakh
worth of gold and silver ornaments by
the Mahasamund police. They used to
steal these gold ornaments from
Odisha and sell it in the Sarafa Bazar
in Mahasamund. Police is having fur-
ther interrogation with the two
accused about their modus operandi
and others involved in purchase of
this stolen jewelleries. It was
Wednesday afternoon SP
Mahasamund Dharmendra Singh,
Addl. SP Aakash Rao, SDOP
Manjulata Bagh, Cyber in-Chrge

Naseemuddin, and Kotwali TI
Garima Dadar ina  press conference
informed that it was on tip from an
informer they got inputs that two
accused are trying to sell a huge lot
of silver and gold ornaments at
Gandhi Chowk in Sarafa Bazar. On
this SP immediately deputed a
team and when they reached their,
the two accused tried to escape.
But somehow the two were nabbed
and they disclosed their names as –
Guru Netam (25), Bhimkhoj and
Karan Netam (24), Satin, Bikebahra.

Both the accused were having
silver and gold ornaments in a red-
coloured bag and they could not
produce any documents in support
of it. On this the accused informed
that they have stolen it from some
jeweller in Odisha and cost of it is
around Rs 40 lakh. A case  under
section 41- 1+4 and 379 of IPC was
filed against the two and matter
was taken into investigation.

Two nabbed with stolen 
jewelleries worth Rs 40 lakh

Kawardha, Feb 08: In
case of medical confirma-
tion of outraging the mod-
esty of a four-year old on
Jan 7 in a private School in
city, the police nabbed the
accused conductor
Mukesh Yadav, S/o
Ishwar Yadav (25), R/o
Gram Chachedi Thana
Piparia, and a case  under

section 376 of IPC and sec-
tion 6+21 of POCSO Act
2012 and section 32, 75, 85
of Juvenile Justice Act
2015. The girl identified
the accused in the pres-
ence of Tehsildar. The
Principal of the School too
has been taken into arrest
under the section 21 of
POCSO Act and section 32,
75, 85 of Juvenile Justice
Act.

There is lot of annoy-
ance among general pub-
lic related to this incident
and a memorandum was
submitted to Collector and
SP, demanding sentence of
death to the accused.
Seeing the seriousness of
the case, the Collector
under chairmanship of
Upper Collector has
formed a committee.

Accused nabbed in
rape of a minor 

Principal also taken
into arrest

Raipur, Feb 08: Sau.
Kusum Tai Dabke Law
College, Maudhapara
Raipur celebrated the an-
nual function with great
pomp and show. Various
competitions and sports

were organized for the last
seven days on the occasion
to mark the annual func-
tion in the college in which
culinary competition,
Rangoli, Mehandi and
painting events were

prominent. In the annual
festival activities like hu-
mour, mimicry, drama,
dance, fashion show were
also organised in which
the students gave outstand-
ing performance which

made the audience spell
bound. The future advo-
cates showed their talent
in various events. A
unique program was also
presented while perform-
ing in acid attack, slow mo
and patriotic  songs. Due to
Corona, this  annual func-
tion was celebrated in the
college after 3 years gap
due to which a lot of en-
thusiasm was seen among
the students. Principal
Zakir Ali, Sudhanshu
Shekhar Shukla, Shekhar
Amin, Rajkumar Shukla,
Shishir Bhandarkar,
Rajeev Sharma, program
in-charge Dr. Preeti
Satpathy and college stu-
dents’ union president B.
Tanushree, secretary
Himanshu Adhikari were
present in the annual func-
tion.

Sau. Kusum Tai Dabke Law College celebrates
annual day with great pomp and show
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Raipur, Feb 08:
Narayanpur, one of the
worst Maoist-hit districts
of Chhattisgarh, has se-
cured fourth place in the
top five districts under the
‘Overall Performance’ cat-
egory among the 112 aspi-

rational districts of the
country as per the
Champions of Change
Delta Ranking released by
the NITI Aayog for
December 2022. Besides,
Narayanpur also ranks
third in the health and nu-
trition category.

Meanwhile, under the
leadership of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
Chhattisgarh has done re-
markable work in various
fields including health and
nutrition within the last
four years. The

Government of India has
also appreciated these ef-
forts made in
Chhattisgarh several
times. Under the leader-
ship of Chief Minister
Shri Baghel
‘Mukhyamantri Suposhan
Abhiyan’ has been
launched to eradicate mal-
nutrition among children
and to free adolescent girls
and women from anemia.
The efforts made by the
Chhattisgarh government
in the field of nutrition
have also yielded positive
results. Health-related
schemes like
Mukhyamantri Haat Bazar
Clinic, Dai-Didi Clinic,
Mukhyamantri Slum
Swasthya Yojana, Hamar
Lab, Malaria-Mukt Bastar
and Malaria-Mukt
Chhattisgarh Yojana, Dr.
Khoobchand Baghel
Swastyha Sahayata Yojana,
and Mukhyamantri
Vishesh Sahayata Yojana
are being run in the state to
provide affordable and
quality healthcare to the
citizens.

Narayanpur of Ch’garh fourth in
‘Overall Performance’ category

As per NITI Aayog
report

Ranks third in the
health and nutrition
category

Raipur, Feb 08:
Scheduled Castes and
Tribes Development
Minister Dr. Premsai
Singh Tekam has said that
Chhattisgarh government
is making every possible
effort to strengthen the
rural economy. In order to
provide employment to
the women of the village,
different types of econom-
ic activities are being con-
ducted along with prepa-
ration of vermicompost in
Gouthan. To promote
rural entrepreneurship,
Rural Industrial Parks are
being set up in Gothans. A
large number of women
are getting employment
through Gauthan and
Ripa. Dr. Tekam was ad-
dressing the ‘Bihan
Sammelan’ of self-help
group ‘Didis’ on Tuesday,
the third day of Rajim
Maghi Punni Mela, on the
topic ‘From Livelihood to
Economic Empowerment’.
On this occasion, Dr.
Tekam announced open-
ing of Bihan Chowpatty in
Gariaband on the demand
of women of Bihan group.

On this occasion, he per-
formed Bhumi Pujan and
inaugurated 279 develop-
ment works worth Rs 9.29
crore. These include
Bhoomipujan of 228 works
worth Rs 6.90 crore and in-
auguration of 51 works
worth Rs 2.39 crore.
District Panchayat Mrs.
Lakshmi Sahu, Mr. Firtu
Ram Kanwar, District
President Mrs. Pushpa
Jagannath Sahu, District
Vice President Mr. Yogesh
Sahu, Nawapara
Municipality President
Mr. Dhanraj Madhyani

and many public represen-
tatives were present in the
program. Minister Dr.
Premsai Singh Tekam said
that according to the in-
tention of the Chief
Minister, special schemes
are being run to take
women on the path of
progress. The work of im-
proving the livelihood of
thousands of women is
being done through
Gauthans and Ripa. He
said that the state of
Chhattisgarh is a rice
bowl. Here for the econom-
ic development of the

farmers, loan waiver and
record purchase of paddy
has been made in the sup-
port price. We have got sec-
ond place in the country in
paddy procurement.
Minister Dr. Tekam said
that our state is buying 74
percent of the total coun-
try’s minor forest produce.
For the first time, Millets
are being procured at the
support price. In the field
of education, English
medium schools are being
started for children. He
said that paint made from
cow dung would be used in

all government buildings.
Preparations are being
made by our government
to generate electricity
from cow dung. Dr. Tekam,
while observing the stalls
made by women’s groups,
appreciated their products
and gave instructions to
make market available for
selling the material.

While presiding over the
programme, Sihawa MLA
Dr. Lakshmi Dhruv said
that under Chhattisgarh
Government Rural
Livelihood Mission
scheme, self-employment
is being provided to poor
women of rural areas by
organizing them in the
form of self-help groups
and providing them neces-
sary capacity building
training. Today, women
are making their dreams
come true by joining the
National Rural Livelihood
Mission Bihan Yojana and
moving towards self-em-
ployment. The program
was also addressed by
Gariaband District
Panchayat President Smt.
Smriti Neeraj Thakur.

Govt is making every possible effort to
strengthen the rural economy: Dr. Tekam

Arang, Feb 08: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
unveiled the life-size stat-
ue of former Prime
Minister Late Indira
Gandhi at the historic
Indira Gandhi Chowk in
Arang of Raipur district.
On this occasion, the Chief
Minister also inaugurated
work done at a cost of Rs
60 lakh 74 thousand for the
beautification of the
Chowk. He congratulated

the residents of Arang for
the beautification of
Indira Chowk. On this oc-
casion, Urban
Administration Minister
Dr. Shivkumar Dahariya,
Nagar Panchayat
P r e s i d e n t
C h a n d r a s h e k h a r
Chandrakar, Vice
President Narsingh Sahu,
including public represen-
tatives, and a large number
of residents were present.

CM unveils life-size statue of former
PM Late Indira Gandhi at Arang

Raipur, Feb 08: Officers
of the Indian Forest
Service (IFS), who are in
their mid-career training
phase at the Indira
Gandhi National Forest
Academy, Dehradun,
reached Chhattisgarh
and learned about the
Narva developmental
works in the state, value
addition process of
minor forest produce and
also observed the positive
changes that have come
in the lives of rural
women groups from for-
est produce.

The team of 30-35 offi-
cers participating in the
training witnessed the
Narwa development
work done in Pampar
Nala under Campa
Yojana in Dakshin
Singhpur range of
Dhamtari Forest.. It is
noteworthy that under

the scheme, Narva treat-
ment work has been done
in Pampar Nala in two
and a half kilometers.
For this, 16 different
structures have been con-
structed.

The officials also
learned the process of
manufacturing and sell-
ing various products
made from minor forest
produce. They took infor-
mation regarding the
value addition process
from the self-help groups

in village Dugli.
In this tour, V.

Srinivasa Rao (I.F.S.)
Chief Executive Officer
(CAMPA), Amit Kumar,
Assistant Professor,
Indira Gandhi National
Forest Academy,
Dehradun, Mayank
Pandey (I.F.S.) Divisional
Forest Officer, Dhamtari,
S.K. S. Navik, Deputy
Forest Officer Birgudi,
and other departmental
officers and employees
were present.

IFS officials observed Ch’garh’s
Narva development work

Witnessed the struc-
tures of Pampar
Nala and the method
of processing forest
produce

Balconagar, (Korba),
Feb 08: Bharat
Aluminium Company
Limited (BALCO), India’s
iconic aluminium produc-
er and a subsidiary of
Vedanta Aluminium, won
first prize in ‘Best Public
Awareness Programme’
category at the 44th Public
Relations Society of India
(PRSI) All India Public
Relations Conference held
in Bhopal. The award
showcases BALCO’s con-
tribution in sensitizing the
community on menstrual
health & hygiene through
purpose driven communi-
cations. The award was
presented by Shri Kailash
Vishwas Sarang, Minister
of Medical Education,
Government of Madhya
Pradesh.

The award recognizes
BALCO’s efforts in using
purposeful communica-
tion to dispel health-relat-
ed myths among commu-
nities in its operational
vicinity through the
“Sarika – Dondroki Nayi
Kiran” film. The film fol-

lows the story of local
menstrual health champi-
on Sarika and her inspira-
tional campaign on sensi-
tizing women about their
health rights as part of
BALCO’s Nayi Kiran proj-
ect and highlights the im-
pact it has had on local
communities.

Abhijit Pati, CEO &
Director, BALCO, ex-
pressed happiness over re-
ceiving the accolade and
said, “BALCO is commit-
ted to extend every possi-
ble support to the mem-
bers of our local commu-
nities through our devel-
opmental programs. This
award is a testimony for
our efforts in improving
women’s health in the re-
gion by engaging them in
various interactive activi-
ties on different occasions.
‘Sarika’ is not just a short
film but a beacon of

change, which is serving
as an inspiration to the en-
tire region and the state at
large. We, at BALCO, are
committed to go the extra
mile towards addressing
the myths surrounding
menstruation and spread-
ing awareness on men-
strual health & hygiene,
for bringing about a posi-
tive transformation in the
health of women and girls
in the region.”

Public Relations Society
of India (PRSI) is an emi-
nent national association
of PR practitioners. Since
its inception in 1958, it has
tirelessly worked to pro-
mote the recognition of
public relations as a pro-
fession and to formulate
and interpret to the public
the objectives and the po-
tentialities of public rela-
tions as a strategic man-
agement function.

BALCO wins PRSI National Award 2022
For Best Public
Awareness Prog.

Raipur, Feb 08: The suc-
cessful implementation of
the Jal Jeevan Mission
has resulted in the provi-
sion of clean drinking
water to all 47 households
of the Pando tribe in
Durgapur in the Korea
district. The availability
of safe drinking water has
made the locals happy.
Durgapur, a dependent
village of Gram
Panchayat Umjhar of de-
velopment block
Baikunthpur, is a Pando
tribe-dominated village
around 18 kilometers
from Chhattisgarh’s
Korea district capital. It
was a difficult undertak-
ing to ensure that each
household in Durgapur
village, which symbolizes
the lifestyle of forest in-
habitants, had access to
safe drinking water. An
action plan was created
with the determination to
offer pure drinking water
to every family in
Durgapur through the Jal
Jeevan Mission. Believing
this to be an ideal formu-
la, the smiles on the vil-
lagers’ faces at the end of
the project serve as proof
that it was successful.

Meanwhile, Officials
from the Public Health
Engineering Department
stated that the Jal Jeevan
Mission is being better
implemented in the dis-
trict under the supervi-
sion of Collector Mr.

Vinay Kumar Langeh.
Jal Jeevan Mission’s

goal is to supply drinking
water to all rural families
through working house-
hold tap connections. By
March 2024, good quality
drinking water will be
given to all rural resi-
dences in Chhattisgarh
state continuously for an
extended length of time
via domestic tap connec-
tions at a rate of 55 liters
per person per day under
this project. Work is being
done at a rapid speed to

meet the aim of the Jal
Jeevan Mission in the
state, as instructed by
Chief Minister Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel.

It should be emphasized
that women are trained as
‘Jal Vahini’ under the Jal
Jeevan Mission to raise
awareness among the vil-
lages. Drinking water is
tested under Jal Jeevan
Mission, according to Jal
Vahini Sushri
Ramkumari Sarathi, in-
formation about water
quality is received.

According to the officials
of the government, work
is being done through Jal
Jeevan Mission to deliver
water through domestic
taps to 47 designated hous-
es in Khalpara and
Ebalpara of Durgapur at a
cost of Rs 35.78 lakh. The
Jal Jeevan Mission Yojana
provides a sufficient quan-
tity of pure drinking
water by making tap
water reach every house-
hold; residents would no
longer have to trek for
clean drinking water.

Pure drinking water facility reached 47 houses 
In the Pando tribe of
village Durgapur.

Raipur, Feb 08: In the field
of school education in
Chhattisgarh, teachers
have started teaching
through ‘Nicler App’. This
year, the prestigious
Excellence Award by C.S.I
will be awarded to the
school education depart-
ment of Chhattisgarh. This
award will be given to
Chhattisgarh in the e-gover-
nance program to be organ-
ized on March 25 at Netaji
Subhash Technological
University, New Delhi.

The ‘Innovative
Assessment Tool-Nicler’
(PRJ 22008) nomination
submitted to the School
Education Department of
Chhattisgarh for the 20th
CSI SIG e-Governance
Awards 2022 has won the
Excellence Award in the
Project category.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel and School

Education Minister Dr.
Premsai Singh Tekam con-
gratulated Principal
Secretary of School
Education Dr. Alok Shukla,
Secretary of School
Education Dr. S.
Bharatidasan, Director of
Public Instruction Mr.
Sunil Jain, General
Manager of Samagrh
Siksha Narendra Dugga,
N.I.C. Raipur’s scientist
Somashekhar and the en-
tire team of the School
Education and Department
for this achievement in the
field of education.

Schools can also be exam-
ined quickly using the
Nicler app in the Sughghar
Padhvaiya program, which
was launched by Chief
Minister Mr. Bhupesh
Baghel on November 14,
2022. Teachers are being
prepared as well for the use
of technology.

Assessment is an impor-
tant process to see whether
children are learning in the
teaching-learning process
in the classroom, but the as-

sessment of children’s
work in our classrooms is a
very time-consuming
process. Sometimes the
teacher has to call one child
in his class and watch their
actions carefully.
Sometimes one has to col-
lect the notebooks of the
children and check the
notebook at school or at
home by spending time.
Nowadays parents are
aware, and that’s why a lot
of care has to be taken
while checking the note-
book.

This technology is uti-
lized to make teachers’ jobs
easier. In Chhattisgarh, the
School Education
Department and NIC creat-
ed the Nicler App after con-
ducting an extensive study
to help instructors with
their assessment-related
duties. To begin using the
app, head to the Google Play
Store and download the
Nicler app. Students must
download the QR code card
from the site and paste it
into a booklet based on the

school’s U-Dice. Each pupil
must be given a unique
card with his or her name
on it in this manner. It
should not be used inter-
changeably. It should stay
with him for the duration of
the session in the name of
that student.

If you wish to ask a ques-
tion after a topic has been
taught, you can use the
Nicler app to ask one of the
existing questions relevant
to that session, or you can
ask your own. The question
should have four possible
answers. Children must be
taught how to hold the card
according to the correct se-
lection.

The Nicler app can also
be used to track children’s
attendance. You can also
ask inquiries by recording
the voice of different ques-
tions asked with this app. If
there is a problem with the
app, technically experi-
enced teacher colleagues
from among the teachers
assist us by creating sup-
port videos. As a result, it is
simple to implement in the
classroom.

On behalf of Samagrh
siksha, continuous neces-
sary support is being pro-
vided for the use of this
app. This year the budget
for the internet has also
been made available to all
the schools. Teachers have
also been trained to use the
Nicler app.

School Education deptt to get 
prestigious Excellence Award 

For providing 
education through
‘Nicler App’

CM Baghel and
School Education
Minister congratu-
lated for the
achievement

Award to be given
on March 25 in New
Delhi



Dalli-Rajhara, Feb 08:

It was around 4:00 in the
evening near Magistrate
Court in the city coming
under ward No. 22, there
was all of sudden shower
of currency notes from an
under-construction house
and to which the people
present in the Court prem-
ises were shocked to see
and became live witness to
it. Here somehow the po-
lice managed to nab four-
five gamblers along with
pack of cards and some
cash in their possession.

Reasons for showering
of cash:

Actually at the under-
construction house, the
gamblers have made it as
their den and it is here
where they used to play
gamble. It was on getting
information about police
raid, the gamblers in order
to save themselves threw a
bundle of notes from the
top, so as to prick panic
and do not allow police to
climb the stairs and get
time to escape. The people
present were quite eager

to know the reasons be-
hind showering of green-
bucks from a house.

Information network
of gamblers strong:

Some of the gamblers
managed to escape by
climbing upon the plat-
form on bamboo structure
outside the building for
plaster work. Some of the
gamblers threw the notes
from the window itself.
What is surprising here is
that the gamblers are not

even afraid to play gamble
in front of the Court itself
and are least afraid of the
police. As to what action
the police will be taking on
the gamblers who man-
aged to escape would be
known only after inquiry
from those nabbed and
how much cash was recov-
ered from the bundle of
notes thrown from the top
is yet to be assessed.

Not the first time
notes thrown:

This is not the first time
that gamblers threw notes,
as it was in ward No. 25
earlier that when the po-
lice raided the place, they
also threw notes from the
top and in this again few
gamblers were nabbed and
others managed to escape.

Gamblers get informa-
tion in advance:

There seems to be some
leakage of information
among police, as prior to
the raid, in most of the
cases, the gamblers man-
aged to escape, getting
prior information from
one of their sources and
they adopt some or the
other measure to ensure
that they are scot-free.
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Dalli-Rajhara, Feb 08:

Collector Kuldeep
Sharma conducted sur-
prise inspection at Swamy
Aatmanand Excellent
English Medium School
(SAEEMS) of Chikhlakasa
and Dalli-Rajhara. He also
took information about the
ongoing renovation work
of Library in Swamy
Aatmanand Excellent

Hindi Medium School,
Chikhlakasa and gave in-
structions to manage the
Chemistry and Bio-Lab
after renovation of the lab-
oratory room. He also gave
instructions to complete
the work of staff room for
the male and female teach-
ers at the same place. He
gave instructions to EE to
give information about its
weekly progress and com-

plete the same by March
end. Collector also asked
the officers to make the
Library room more organ-
ised and draw pictures re-
lated to library.

Conducted inspection
of school in Dalli-
Rajhara:

Taking stock of arrange-
ments and facilities in
Swamy Aatmanand Hindi
and English Medium
School in Dalli-Rajhara, he
gave instructions to carry
out its renovation and
make it complete in all re-
spects. He also visited the
Class 12th and checked
about the quality of educa-
tion being imparted.

Collector inspects 
two SAEGMS School

 In Chikhlakasa and
Dalli-Rajhara

Police conduct raid, gamblers throw cash from top!
 People in court

taken by surprise
on this incident

JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  FFeebb  0088::  The indefinite
strike of Anganwadi workers and
assistants from across the dis-
trict continues unabated in the
agricultural produce market.
Demonstrations are being held
at all the district headquarters of
Bastar division. In Bastar dis-
trict, the strike has been started
in the agricultural produce mar-
ket premises since last 8 days.
Anganwadi workers and assis-
tants sitting on strike claim that
the strike will continue till their
demands are met. The lock is
hanging in the Anganwadi cen-
ters across the district due to the
strike of Amba worker-helpers.
Anganwadi worker-helpers are
sitting on dharna for their six-
point demands. Salary at
Collector’s rate, promotion to
the post of supervisor, pension
and facilities like government
servants are important in this.
Organization office bearers said
that before the elections, the
Congress had promised to give
them salary at the Collector’s
rate in its manifesto. Four years
have passed since the formation
of the Congress government in
the state, but no initiative has
been taken in this direction.
Workers-helpers are continuous-
ly protesting and shouting slo-

gans regarding their demands,
but no consideration is being
given to their demands. Due to
this, now their strike seems to be
heading towards an indefinite
period. Eight days ago, workers
and assistants from across the
district gathered at the picket
site in front of the Collectorate
and started the strike by raising
slogans regarding their
demands.  During this, Amba
workers and assistants raised
slogans against both the central
and state governments. It may
be noted that many schemes of
the Women and Child
Development Department are
implemented through Amba
workers.  Major works like vacci-
nation, examination of pregnant
women, distribution of nutritious
food is conducted in Anganwadi
centers. Apart from this, the
process of admitting malnour-

ished children in NRC has also
stopped due to this strike.
Similarly, under the Suposhan
Abhiyan, Amba workers and
helpers used to distribute nutri-
tional food like egg, khichdi and
ragi pudding to malnourished
children, pregnant mothers and
infant mothers at their homes.

Due to the strike, the nutrition
campaign has also come to a
halt. No initiative has been taken
by the government to negotiate
with the strike officials, the
strike is going on for the last 8
days. 

Due to the strike, all the works
conducted through Anganwadi
have been completely stopped.
Here the administration has no
other option to run the
Anganwadi centers. It is clear
from this that till the strike con-
tinues, the locks in the centers
will remain hanging.

Works in Anganbadi 
centres comes to standstill

As Anganwadi workers and assistants continue their strike for last 9 days
TTaakkhhaattppuurr,,  FFeebb  0088::  On Maghi
Purnima, a fair was held in vil-
lage Sagar situated on the
banks of Narmada Dham vil-
lage Belpan and Sagar Maiya in
Takhatpur area,where people
joined with faith and devotion,
offered prayers and enjoyed
the fair. 

The fair was inaugurated in
village Belpan and Sagar under
the chief hospitality of
Regional MLA and
Parliamentary Secretary Mrs.
Rashmi Singh. Narmada Dham,
which is considered very
sacred in the region and a sym-
bol of faith, holds a fair on
Maghi Purnima in village
Belpan for years, where people
come from far and wide to
offer prayers at the ancient
Shiva temple and at the origin
of the Narmada Kund, a symbol
of faith. Regional MLA and
Parliamentary Secretary
Rashmi Ashish Singh reached
the fair and worshiped accord-

ing to the rules and regulations
in the Kund.  After that the fair
was inaugurated, the MLA said
that village Belpan is also
called her maternal home and
has an emotional attachment
with the Belpan region. She
furthet said that  we should not
hurt anyone’s religious beliefs
and sentiments in the fair and
we have to try our best to
maintain peace and discipline
in the area.  District Congress
Committee (urban) President
Bihari Dewangan, Former
Municipality President Ajay
Dewangan, General Secretary
Sunil Jangde, Former District
Panchayat Member Mahendra
Tiwari, Youth Congress (urban)
President Raju Thakur,
Abhishek Pandey, Mohit Singh
Rajput , Yavind Singh,
Bhupendra Mishra, Ashish
Kaushik, Amit Sahu,
Ramchandra Yadav and other
villagers were present in large
numbers. 

Peace to be maintained
in the fair: Singh 

RRaajjiimm,,  FFeebb  0088:: Folk singer sisters
Garima-Srvana Diwakar, who
arrived to present Lokmanch Anjor
on the first day of Maghi Punni
Mela, said that continuous Riyaz
intensifies the self-confidence, due
to which we artistes step on the
stage and rule the hearts of millions
of art lovers. We both sisters do
practice every day whether there is
a program or not, she added and
also said that they do not forget to
take shortcuts to achieve success.
It cannot be learned in a day. 

From the age of three, under the
guidance of my father Santosh
Diwakar, we had been learning folk
art and apart from my father,
Madan Chauhan has been my
teacher and inspiration. Everyone
in my family is involved in music,
and this birth is too short to under-
stand that Chhattisgarhi folk art is
a bottomless ocean, she
said.Garima told that she has been
selected in National School of
Drama, Delhi and it has to be told
that only 27 people are taken from
all over the country in one session,
in which Garima’s name is a big

example.  These sisters further told
that it has been a golden opportuni-
ty for them to perform in front of
the former President of the country
APJ Abdul Kalam and so far more
than 5000 programs have been pre-
sented on the stage. They said that
they were elated with the arrange-
ment of the state government and
expressed their desire to come
every year in Rajim Maghi Punni
Mela and give programs like this. 

Regular practice 
enhances self-confidence:
Swarna-Garima Diwakar 



AIR SHOW REHEARSALS

Indian Air Force’s helicopters during rehearsals for the upcoming Aero India-2023 air show, at Yelahanka airbase in
Bengaluru, Wednesday.

CULTURAL PROG

Artists perform during Jashn-e-Kashmir cultural programme, in Srinagar Wednesday.
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BRIEF

Overturn
 Thiruvananthapuram:

A flight training air-
craft for student pilots
overturned at the
Thiruvananthapuram
international airport
here on Wednesday, an
airport official said.
The pilot is safe, the of-
ficial said. The inci-
dent occurred at 11.36
am when the training
aircraft of the Rajiv
Gandhi Academy for
Aviation Technology,
while taking off on a
solo flight veered off
from the runway and
overturned.

Copter service
 Guwahati: Central

PSU Pawan Hans Ltd
on Wednesday
launched its helicopter
services for several sec-
tors connecting four
major cities in Assam,
with an aim at boosting
tourism in the north-
eastern state, a senior of-
ficial said. The service
will be available on the
Dibrugarh-Jorhat-
Te zpur-Guwahati -
T e z p u r - J o r h a t -
Dibrugarh routes 
for three days a week,
he said.

Drone
 Chennai: Drone man-

ufacturer Garuda
Aerospace would pro-
vide its drones to aid
the ongoing relief and
rescue efforts in the
devastating earth-
quake that hit Turkiye
which saw several
thousands killed, the
company said on
Wednesday. Garuda
Aerospace would de-
ploy ‘Droni Drone’ for
surveillance in the
most affected areas to
identify victims of the
earthquake. Modified
‘Kisan Drone’ would
carry payloads to help
transport of medi-
cines, supplies and
foods for the victims.

Stone
 Shimla: Chief Minister

Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu on Wednesday
laid the foundation
stone of ‘Himachal
Niketan’ which will pro-
vide accommodation fa-
cilities to the students
and residents of
Himachal Pradesh visit-
ing New Delhi. The five
storey ‘Himachal
Niketan’ will be con-
structed in Dwarka,
Delhi at a cost of Rs
57.72 crore. Besides two
VIP rooms, there will be
36 general rooms exclu-
sively for the students
with all facilities besides
40 other general suites.

Walkout 
 Kolkata: West Bengal

Governor C V Ananda
Bose on Wednesday
addressed the state as-
sembly for the first
time, amid protests by
BJP MLAs against
“corruption” by the
ruling TMC. The BJP
legislators shouted
slogans against the
Mamata Banerjee gov-
ernment and staged a
walkout during the
governor’s address.

Bollywood singer Mika
Singh and actor Lullia
Vantur at the wedding
reception of filmmaker

Ramesh Taurani’s 
daughter Raveena Taurani,

in Mumbai.

Jammu, Feb 08 (PTI):

The Jammu and
Kashmir administration
on Wednesday said the
central flagship pro-
gramme Jal Jeevan
Mission (JJM) has
achieved substantial
progress in the Union
Territory and is set to be
completed by June this
year.

The information was
given at a meeting chaired
by Chief Secretary Arun
Kumar Mehta who con-
ducted a virtual tour of
the works taken up under
JJM and interacted with
public and officials of the
department for first hand
appraisal of the progress
made in the mission so far,
an official spokesman
said.

Principal Secretary Jal
Shakti Department,
Shaleen Kabra, informed
the meeting that the mis-
sion is under implementa-
tion from 2019 and has
achieved substantial
progress till now.

“All rural institutions
like schools, Anganwadi
centres and health institu-
tions have been provided
piped water under this
mission. Every remaining
rural household would get
the tap water connection
under this mission by
June this year as most of
the targets would be com-
pleted by then,” he said.

The spokesman said the
meeting was informed
that of 6,774 works, 6,712
has been tendered, and
3,696 works stands allotted
till date.

1,893 works are current-
ly under progress and 284
works are completed in
the UT. All the works of
the JJM would be allotted
till March this year, Kabra
said, adding that in order
to enhance the transparen-
cy and monitoring of the
works, NGOs have been
empanelled as
Implementation Support
Agencies (ISAs). “These
ISAs are going to work
across villages and help in
capacity building of Gram

panchayats, Pani Samities
and perform other support
activities as well,” he said.

The Chief Secretary
asked the officers about
the progress of the mis-
sion and asked them to
meet the deadlines with-
out any fail.

He also laid stress on
using techniques like
Critical Path Method
(CPM) and Resource
Management System for
better control and under-
standing of the priority
areas and discerning the
way forward to complete
each work on time.

Mehta instructed the of-
ficers to carry out the ca-
pacity building of the field
workers so that the mis-
sion worth Rs 11,000 Crore
is implemented efficiently.

He maintained that such
missions provide golden
opportunities to depart-
ments to enhance their ef-
ficiency in terms of capac-
ity of their employees and
addressing the require-
ments of manpower as
well.

‘Jal Jeevan Mission in J-K
to see completion by June’

Guwahati, Feb 08 (PTI):

Insurgent activities in
the Northeast have come
down by 89 per cent and
cases of civilian deaths de-
clined by 85 per cent dur-
ing the last eight years,
Union Minister Anurag
Thakur said on
Wednesday. Addressing
the concluding session of
the three-day Y20 summit
here, the Union Youth
Affairs and Sports
Minister said that peace
has returned to the region,
and many developmental
works are being carried
out at present.

“Peace has returned to
Jammu and Kashmir, and
Northeast. In the case of
Northeast, insurgency in-
cidents came down by 89
per cent and civilian
deaths are down by 85 per

cent during the last eight
years,” he added. Thakur
said that with gradual im-
provement in the law and
order situation of the re-
gion, the stringent Armed
Forces (Special Powers)
Act, 1958 (AFSPA) has been
withdrawn from most
parts of the Northeast. In
the case of Jammu and
Kashmir, he said that the
government formed dis-
trict development commit-
tees, which was never done
since India’s
Independence.

“We have got a very good
response from the local
people of the valley. Peace
is always possible with the
participation of people in
developmental works,” the
minister said. As part of
India’s G20 Presidency, the
Youth20 group’s first in-
ception meeting was held

at Guwahati, deliberating
ideas for a better tomor-
row and drafting an agen-
da for action on five identi-
fied themes. “During the

meeting, 21 foreign dele-
gates and 200 Indian dele-
gates participated. In the
run-up to the event, 10,000
youths in 36 colleges of
Assam participated in
seminars, debates, work-
shops and quiz competi-
tions on Y20. Over 10 lakh
students from around 4,000
schools also participated,”
Thakur said.

He claimed that
nowhere else in the re-
maining 19 member na-
tions of the G20 people’s
participation was so huge.

At the closing ceremony,
the ‘White Paper’ on the
five themes of Y20 was
launched by Thakur, while
Assam Education Minister
Ranoj Pegu presented the
‘Research Papers’ on the
five themes. The themes
were Peace Building and
Reconciliation: Ushering

in an Era of No War;
Future of Work: Industry
4.0, Innovation and 21st
Century Skills; and
Climate Change and
Disaster Risk Reduction:
Making Sustainability a
Way of Life.

Shared Future: Youth in
Democracy and
Governance and Health,
Well-being and Sports:
Agenda for Youth were the
two remaining themes on
which Y20 delegates brain-
stormed in a series of ses-
sions. The minister said
the themes were carefully
chosen to be deliberated
upon for a shared future
for the global community
and these issues present
an extraordinary opportu-
nity for the youths to cre-
ate, contribute and collabo-
rate with the development
agenda of G20.

‘Insurgency down by 89% in NE’

Union Minister for Information
& Broadcasting and Youth

Affairs & Sports Anurag Singh
Thakur addresses the media
after attending the Youth 20
(Y20) Inception Meeting, in

Guwahati, Wednesday.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  FFeebb  0088::    

Continuing its journey
towards improving energy
efficiency and driving sustain-
ability as part of its “Green
Pahal, Behtar Kal” campaign,
JK Lakshmi Cement, one of
India’s leading cement manu-
facturers signed an agreement
with Amplus Solar to set up a
56 MWp solar power plant for
its Durg facility, located in
Chhattisgarh.

The company has always
been at the forefront and has
been working towards reduc-
ing its carbon footprint. With
this initiative, JK Lakshmi
Cement in the very first year
will be able to replace 92 mil-
lion units with green electrici-
ty that will help reduce its CO2
emissions by 73,000 Metric
Tons, equivalent to over 33
Lakhs tree saved.

Mrs Vinita Singhania, Vice
Chairperson & Managing
Director, JK Lakshmi Cement
Ltd. said, “In recent years, we
have undertaken multiple
projects to lower the carbon
footprint. Our recently initiat-
ed campaign, “Green Pahal,
Behtar Kal”, focuses on creat-
ing awareness about improv-
ing energy efficiency and sav-
ing the environment. I am
sure, we will leave a greener
planet for our future genera-
tions.”

Being a socially responsible
company, JK Lakshmi Cement
adheres to ESG norms in its
operations. Across all activi-
ties, the company remains
committed to ensuring value
for its customers and other
stakeholders, providing best-
in-class products that are one
step ahead of the innovation
curve.

‘Green Pahal, Behtar Kal’ campaign
for better energy efficiency

NNaannddeedd,,  FFeebb  0088::

The public meeting of BRS in
the Maratha land of Nanded
attracted the attention of peo-
ple in and around that particu-
lar part of Maharashtra. People
in general and youth in particu-
lar have started discussing
about the schemes galore that
is being successfully imple-
mented in the Telangana state
which is under BRS rule. Youth
say the farmer friendly welfare
schemes of the KCR led gov-
ernment and its priorities such
as round the clock free power
supplies to the agriculture sec-
tor is thoroughly supported in
the rural parts. The power sup-
ply pattern, the irrigation
aggrandizement and the crop
investment policy through
Rythu Bandhu are lauded by
the youths belonging to the
farmer families. The village
level discussions and newspa-
per clippings in local media

have given priority attention to
the schemes of Telangana .
Almost all the policies brought
in by the government of
Telangana for implementation
in the rural areas and state of
Telangana were in the discus-
sion at the road side hotels
where the farmers used to
assemble in the mornings.
Similarly the schemes such as
Dalit Bandhu attracted the
attention of Dalit families.
They say such a great endeav-

or of the government of
Telangana is quite supportive
for the alleviation of the down-
trodden families of the
Scheduled Castes and if such
support is given by govern-
ments the parties leading
those government would get
maximum public support, they
detailed. The irrigation policy,
the farmer policy and the wel-
fare policies of Telangana have
become talk of the region sub-
sequent to the successful meet
of BRS. 

People in the rural part term
KCR a Mahatma of welfare
schemes in the post independ-
ence period and opined such
initiatives gain popular support
bases in the coming period.
BRS would certainly transform
into a beacon light in the dark
regions of underdevelopment
in the country and Nanded peo-
ple say it would certainly bring
about alternate polity in the
days to come.

People keen on BRS in Nanded

New Delhi, Feb 08 (PTI):

Hitting out at the
Congress for attacking the
prime minister in Lok
Sabha during the debate
on the President’s address,
Union Minister Kiren
Rijiju on Wednesday said
that PM Narendra Modi’s
thinking is pure like the
Ganga river and no one
can stain it.

During an intervention
in the debate on the
Motion of Thanks on the
President’s address in the
Lok Sabha, the minister
said that instead of point-
ing out issues with the
central government
schemes, opposition mem-
bers are raising unrelated
matters, which is against
the tradition.

Congress leader Rahul

Gandhi, Rijiju said, should
have adhered to the rules
of parliamentary debate
by speaking on the
President’s address rather
than spreading negativity
in the House.

He said that before 2014,
people only saw news
about scams and corrup-

tion and had lost faith in
the political leadership,
but things have changed
now. People have again re-
posed faith in Prime
Minister Modi, he said,
adding the Opposition can
not mislead the people
now. “The thoughts of the
prime minister are as pure

as Ganga. His truth and
dedication will always be
pure. No one can stain it,”
Rijiju said.

He also said that in 2019,
the Opposition tried to de-
fame the prime minister
with the slogan ‘chowki-
dar chor hai’ but people
gave a befitting reply by
again reposing faith in
Modi.

“Again the people have
made up their minds,” he
added.

Gandhi on Tuesday led a
blistering opposition at-
tack in Lok Sabha over the
Hindenburg report, claim-
ing that the meteoric rise
in Gautam Adani’s for-
tunes happened after the
BJP came to power in 2014
as he rose in the global
rich list from the 609th to
the second spot eventually.

RIJIJU TO OPPN IN LS

Union Law Minister Kiren Rijiju speaks in the Lok Sabha
during Budget Session of Parliament, in New Delhi,
Wednesday. 

‘PM’s thinking is pure like Ganga, no one can stain it’
Pithoragarh (U’khand),
Feb 08 (PTI): The Kailash-
Mansarovar yatra is un-
likely to resume for the
fourth consecutive year
with no communication yet
from the Ministry of
External Affairs to the
nodal agency about the an-
nual pilgrimage. The yatra
is conducted through the
Lipulekh pass in
Uttarakhand’s Pithoragarh
district every year.
However, it remains sus-
pended due to the COVID-
19 pandemic since 2020.
The yatra through the
Lipulekh pass was last or-
ganised in 2019. “There is
no communication about
the yatra yet from the exter-
nal affairs ministry nor is
there any information
about it on its official web-

site,” AP Vajpayee, an offi-
cial of the Kumaon Mandal
Vikas Nigam, which is the
nodal agency for the yatra,
said. Pithoragarh District
Magistrate Reena Joshi
confirmed that there is no
communication from the
government yet about the
pilgrimage. “The Kailash-
Mansarovar yatra through
the Lipulekh pass began in
1981 and nearly 1,000 pil-
grims used the route every
year to reach the sacred
destination of Kailash-
Mansarovar in Tibet till
2019,” KMVN Manager
Dinesh Gururani, who has
35 years of experience in
managing the yatra, said.

“As a substitute to the
Kailash-Mansarovar yatra,
we are now preparing for
the yatra to Adi Kailash,

which is located in the Vyas
valley within the Indian
territory,” Vajpayee said. If
things were normal, at
least two meetings on the
preparations for the yatra
— one in New Delhi and an-
other in Pithoragarh —
would have been held by
now, he said, adding that
online applications for the
yatra would also have been
invited. The yatra usually
commences in the first
week of June and the
preparations for it begin
three-four months in ad-
vance.

“With the Kailash-
Mansarovar yatra not tak-
ing place for the last few
years, we have developed
the routes to Adi Kailash
and are preparing a final
route chart,” Vajpayee said.

Mansarovar yatra unlikely to
resume for 4th consecutive year
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Gaziantep (Turkiye), Feb 08 (AP):

The death toll from an
earthquake in Turkey and
Syria has passed 11,000.
Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan is visiting
the quake zone. He said
the fatalities in Turkiye
alone have passed 8,500.

He conceded shortfalls
in the response during the
first day but said the situa-
tion has improved since
then. “We won’t allow any
of our citizens to be left in
the streets,” he said.

Thinly stretched rescue
teams worked through the
night in Turkey and Syria,
pulling more bodies from
the rubble of thousands of
buildings toppled by a cat-
astrophic earthquake. The
death toll rose Wednesday
to more than 9,500, making
the quake the deadliest in
more than a decade.

Turkey’s disaster man-

agement agency said the
country’s death toll had
risen to 7,108, bringing the
overall total to 9,638, in-
cluding fatalities reported
in neighbouring Syria,
since Monday’s earth-
quake and multiple after-
shocks.

The death toll in govern-
ment-held areas of Syria
has climbed to 1,250, with
2,054 injured, according to

the Health Ministry. At
least 1,280 people have died
in the rebel-held north-
west, according to volun-
teer first responders
known as the White
Helmets, with more than
2,600 injured.

That surpassed the 8,800
killed in a magnitude 7.8
earthquake in Nepal in
2015.

Amid calls for the gov-

ernment to send more help
to the disaster zone,
President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan was to travel to
town of Pazarcik, the epi-
center of the quake, and to
the worst-hit province of
Hatay on Wednesday.

Turkey now has some
60,000 aid personnel in the
quake-hit zone, but with
the devastation so wide-
spread many are still wait-
ing for help.

Nearly two days after
the magnitude 7.8 quake
struck southeastern
Turkey and northern
Syria, rescuers pulled a 3-
year-old boy, Arif Kaan,
from beneath the rubble of
a collapsed apartment
building in
Kahramanmaras, a city
not far from the epicenter.

With the boy’s lower
body trapped under slabs
of concrete and twisted
rebar, emergency crews

lay a blanket over his torso
to protect him from below-
freezing temperatures as
they carefully cut the de-
bris away from him, mind-
ful of the possibility of
triggering another col-
lapse. The boy’s father,
Ertugrul Kisi, who him-
self had been rescued ear-
lier, sobbed as his son was
pulled free and loaded into
an ambulance.

“For now, the name of
hope in Kahramanmaras
is Arif Kaan,” a Turkish
television reporter pro-
claimed as the dramatic
rescue was broadcast to
the country. A few hours
later, rescuers pulled 10-
year-old Betul Edis from
the rubble of her home in
the city of Adiyaman.
Amid applause from on-
lookers, her grandfather
kissed her and spoke softly
to her as she was loaded on
an ambulance.

Turkey, Syria quake deaths pass
11,000; deadliest in decade

Tons of relief assistance sent by the Indian government 
arrive the Damascus airport for the earthquake-hit Syria. 

PROTEST

Workers representing government institutions participate in a protest against Sri
Lankan president Ranil Wickremesinghe’s tax policy in Colombo, Sri Lanka,
Wednesday, Feb. 8. Wickremesinghe on Wednesday appealed for patience amid the
country’s worst economic crisis but promised brighter times ahead. 

Washington, Feb 08 (PTI):

China has operated a
fleet of spy balloons tar-
geting several countries
including India and Japan,
a media report has said,
days after the US military
shot down a Chinese sur-
veillance craft floating
over sensitive installations
in the country.

US officials have briefed
its friends and allies in-
cluding India on the finds
of the Chinese surveil-
lance balloon that was
shot down by a fighter jet
off the coast of South
Carolina in the Atlantic
Ocean on Saturday.

On Monday, Deputy
Secretary of State Wendy
Sherman briefed officials
from about 40 embassies
here about it.

“The surveillance bal-

loon effort, which has op-
erated for several years
partly out of Hainan
province off China’s south
coast, has collected infor-
mation on military assets
in countries and areas of
emerging strategic inter-
est to China including
Japan, India, Vietnam,
Taiwan and the
Philippines,” The
Washington Post reported
on Tuesday.

The Post’s report was
based on interviews with
several anonymous de-
fence and intelligence offi-
cials.

Officials have said these
surveillance airships, op-
erated in part by the PLA
(People’s Liberation
Army) air force, have been
spotted over five conti-
nents, the daily reported.

“These balloons are all

part of a PRC ( People’s
Republic of China) fleet of
balloons developed to con-
duct surveillance opera-
tions, which also violated
the sovereignty of other
countries,” a senior de-
fence official was quoted
as saying.

According to the daily,
in recent years, at least
four balloons have been
spotted over Hawaii,
Florida, Texas and Guam
in addition to the one
tracked last week.

Three of the four in-
stances took place during
the Trump administration
but were only recently
identified as Chinese sur-
veillance airships, it said.

The Pentagon on
Tuesday released a series
of pictures recovering the
high-altitude surveillance
balloon.

Chinese spy balloons have targeted
several countries, including India

Peshawar, Feb 08 (PTI):

Pakistan’s security forces
gunned down 12 Tehreek-e-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP) mil-
itants on Wednesday in the
country’s restive north-
west, police said, as the gov-
ernment stepped up its of-
fensive against outlawed
groups following a spike in
terror attacks. The terror-
ists’ vehicle was targeted
during the operation con-
ducted in the Lakki Marwat
district of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province,
bordering South
Waziristan, officials from
the Counter Terrorism
Department said.

The militants of the
Azahruddin group of the
TTP were intercepted by
the CTD when they were
fleeing towards the adjoin-
ing Tank district, and in the

ensuing gun battle, 12 of
them were gunned down.
Weapons, ammunition, and
Afghan currency were re-
covered from the posses-
sion of those killed, they
said. The operation, based
on prior intelligence, comes
amidst the government’s re-
cent decision to step up op-
erations against terror
groups like the TTP.
Pakistan has been hit by a
wave of terrorism, mostly
in the country’s Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province,
but also in Balochistan and
the Punjab town of
Mianwali, which borders
the restive Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province. On
January 30, a Taliban sui-
cide bomber blew himself
up during the afternoon
prayers at a well-guarded
mosque in Peshawar,
killing 101 people and injur-

ing more than 200 others.
The Azahruddin group of

the TTP has been active in
the area against the police
and has conducted numer-
ous attacks against law en-
forcers. In December 2022, it
killed six police officials in
the district. The TTP, set up
as an umbrella group of
several militant outfits in
2007, called off a ceasefire
with the federal govern-
ment and ordered its mili-
tants to stage terrorist at-
tacks across the country.

The group, which is be-
lieved to be close to Al-
Qaeda, has been blamed for
several deadly attacks
across Pakistan, including
an attack on army head-
quarters in 2009, assaults
on military bases, and the
2008 bombing of the
Marriott Hotel in
Islamabad.

12 TTP militants killed in Pakistan’s
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province Bangkok, Feb 08 (AP):

Myanmar’s military-led
government, working with
Russia’s state atomic ener-
gy company, has inaugu-
rated a nuclear power in-
formation center as a step
toward developing atomic
power to fill energy short-
ages in the strife-torn
Southeast Asian nation.

Myanmar state media
reported Tuesday that the
head of the military gov-
ernment, Senior Gen. Min
Aung Hlaing, met with
Alexey Evgenievich
Likhachev, director gener-
al of the Russian State
Atomic Energy Corp., or
Rosatom.

Officials from the two
sides met at the newly
opened Nuclear
Technology Information
Center in Myanmar’s
largest city, Yangon, on

Monday, the state-run
Global New Light of
Myanmar newspaper said.

Myanmar hopes to build
and operate a reactor
under a preliminary
agreement between
Myanmar and Rosatom
that was signed in 2015,
the newspaper said. The
two sides signed memo-
randums of understand-
ing in Moscow in July on
nuclear energy, training
and promotion of public
understanding of atomic
power. “Thanks to the co-
operation of Rosatom,
Myanmar will have to en-
hance the human re-
sources related to the con-
struction and running of a
Small Modular Reactor in
Myanmar and to produce
qualified experts for re-
spective sectors,” the
newspaper quoted Min
Aung Hlaing as saying.

Myanmar, Russia sign pact on
developing nuclear power

Washington, Feb 08 (PTI):

US President Joe Biden
has said that “Made in
America” is the top priori-
ty of his administration
and announced that
bridges, roads and high-
ways in the country will
be made with American
construction materials.

Biden in his second
State of the Union
Address on Tuesday said
to maintain the strongest
economy in the world, the
US also needs the best in-
frastructure in the world.

The US used to be num-
ber 1 in the world in infra-
structure, but then it fell to
number 13th, he said.

“Now we’re coming
back because we came to-
gether to pass the
B i p a r t i s a n
Infrastructure Law, the
largest investment in in-

frastructure since
President Eisenhower’s
Interstate Highway
System,” he said.

He said ‘Buy American’
has been the law of the
land since 1933.

“But for too long, past
administrations have
found ways to get around
it. Not anymore,” Biden
said in his joint address to

the US Congress.
“Tonight, I’m also an-
nouncing new standards
to require all construction
materials used in federal
infrastructure projects to
be made in America.
American-made lumber,
glass, drywall, fiber optic
cables,” he said. He said
under his watch,
American roads, bridges
and highways will be
made with American
products.

Biden asserted that his
economic plan is about
investing in places and
people that have been for-
gotten. Amid the eco-
nomic upheaval of the
past four decades, too
many people have been
left behind or treated like
they’re invisible, he

noted. “Maybe that’s you,
watching at home. You re-
member the jobs that went
away. And you wonder

whether a path even exists
anymore for you and your
children to get ahead with-
out moving away.

‘Made in America’ is top priority: Biden

Wellington, Feb 08 (AP):

New Zealand police said
Wednesday they found
more than 3 tons of co-
caine floating in a remote
part of the Pacific Ocean
after it was dropped there
by an international drug-
smuggling syndicate.

While they had yet to
make any arrests, police
said they had dealt a finan-
cial blow to everyone from
the South American pro-

ducers of the drugs
through to the distributors
in what was the nation’s
largest-ever drug seizure.

New Zealand Police
Commissioner Andrew
Coster said the cocaine
had been dropped at a
floating transit point in 81
bales before it was inter-
cepted by a navy ship,
which was deployed to the
area last week. The ship
then made the six-day trip
back to New Zealand,

where the drugs were
being documented and de-
stroyed. Coster said the
wholesale value of the 3.2
tonnes (3.5 tons) of co-
caine was worth about 500
million New Zealand dol-
lars (316 million) and it
was likely destined for
Australia.

“We believe there was
enough cocaine to service
the Australian market for
about one year, and this
would be more than New
Zealand would use in 30
years,” Coster said. He
said police, customs and
the military found the
drugs after launching
Operation Hydros in
December in collaboration
with international partner
agencies to identify and
monitor the movements of
suspicious vessels.

New Zealand police find 3.5 tons 
of cocaine in Pacific Ocean

United Nations, Feb 08 (AP):

North Korean hackers
working for the government
stole record-breaking virtual
assets last year estimated to
be worth between 630 million
and more than 1 billion, U.N.
experts said in a new report.
The panel of experts said in
the wide-ranging report seen
Tuesday by The Associated
Press that the hackers used
increasingly sophisticated
techniques to gain access to
digital networks involved in
cyberfinance, and to steal in-
formation that could be useful
in North Korea’s nuclear and
ballistic missile programs
from governments, individu-
als and companies.

With growing tensions on
the Korean Peninsula, the re-
port said North Korea contin-
ued to violate U.N. sanctions,
producing weapons-grade nu-
clear material, and improving

its ballistic missile program,
which “continued to acceler-
ate dramatically.” In 2022, the
Democratic People’s Republic
of Korea the North’s official
name launched at least 73 bal-
listic missiles and missiles
combining ballistic and guid-
ance technologies including
eight intercontinental ballis-
tic missiles, the panel said.
And 42 launches, including
the test of a reportedly new
type of ICBM and a new solid-
fueled ICBM engine, were
conducted in the last four
months of the year.

North Korea’s leader Kim
Jong Un ordered an “expo-
nential increase of the coun-
try’s nuclear arsenal” in
January, and the panel said “a
new law discussed an in-
creased focus on tactical nu-
clear capability, a new first-
use doctrine, and the `irre-
versible nature’ of the
DPRK’s nuclear status.”

UN experts: North Korean hackers
stole record virtual assets



T he Russia-Ukraine war will
complete a full year on

February 23, this year. And, there is
no sign of the war coming to an end
any time soon. In fact, the armed
conflict between the two East
European neighbours is becoming
deadlier by day. As of January 29,
this year, the UN Office of High
Commissioner for Human Rights
verified a total of 7,110 civilian
deaths. Of them, 438 were children.
Furthermore, 11,547 people were
reported to have been injured.
However, the UN agency specified
that the real numbers could be
higher. The world’s richest coun-
tries are continuing to fuel the
Russia-Ukraine war by endlessly
supplying military and economic
aids to Ukraine to fight the war on
their behalf even at the cost of their
respective economies. Going by the
official statements of donor coun-
tries and media reports, foreign aid
received by Ukraine since February
24, last year, when the war started,
is over $150 billion. Ukraine re-
ceived over $48.5 billion in military
assistance from the West, which,
according to TASS calculations, is
almost equal to Russia’s 2022 de-
fence budget. The military and fi-
nancial involvement of some of the
global rich nations in support of
Ukraine’s war with Russia gives it a
colour of a war between NATO and
Russia. Ukraine is being used mere-
ly as a launch pad or pawn.

The war has impacted the econ-
omy of the entire world. Barring
Saudi Arabia and India, almost all
other global economies witnessed

poor economic growth in 2022. An
estimate by the Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD) shows that
Saudi Arabia’s GDP growth in 2022
was around 10 percent and India’s
was seven percent. Turkey and
Indonesia’s GDP were around five
percent each. Almost the rest of
the world suffered a lower GDP
growth in 2022. China’s GDP
growth was below five percent. The
economies of the United States, the
biggest arms and fund provider to
Ukraine, and Germany grew by
around 2.5 percent. The OECD eco-
nomic forecast for all major coun-
tries, including India, in 2023 looks
depressive. Among the major coun-
tries, only India may reach a six
percent GDP growth in 2023. All
other countries, including Saudi
Arabia and China, may show GDP
growth upto five percent.

The punishing economic impact
of the Russia-Ukraine war on the
world, coming soon after the effect
of the coronavirus-led pandemic on
the global economy, seems to have
little influence on the aggressive
postures by the West to fuel the
conflict.  The military and financial
aids are constantly pouring into
Ukraine from NATO countries to
force Kyiv to hold fort. The total
foreign aid to Ukraine to fight the
war would be over three times the
country’s annual defence budget.
OECD’s recent Economic Outlook
said the war is creating “serious
headwinds for the global econo-
my.” The global economy is expect-
ed to further slow down in 2023 and
2024 as the massive energy shock
triggered by the war continues to
spur inflationary pressures, sap-
ping confidence and household
purchasing power and increasing
risks worldwide. OECD projected
that the global economy would
grow well below the outcomes ex-
pected before the war – at a mod-
est 3.1 percent in 2022, before
slowing to 2.2 percent in 2023 and
recovering moderately to a still
sub-par 2.7 percent pace in 2024.

OECD had said that GDP growth

in 2023 is strongly dependent on
the major Asian emerging market
economies, which will account for
close to three-quarters of global
GDP growth, with the US and
Europe decelerating sharply.
Persistent inflation, high energy
prices, weak real household in-
come growth, falling confidence
and tighter financial conditions are
all expected to curtail growth.
Higher interest rates, while neces-
sary to moderate inflation, will in-
crease financial challenges for both
households and corporate borrow-
ers. In a similar report earlier, the
World Bank’s Economic Update for
the Europe and Central Asia region
said  the ongoing war in Ukraine
has dimmed prospects of a post-
pandemic economic recovery for
emerging and developing
economies.

The World Bank report said eco-
nomic activity will remain deeply
depressed through 2023, with mini-
mal growth of 0.3 percent expected
during the year, as energy price
shocks continue to impact the re-
gion. Regional output is expected to
contract by 0.2 percent in 2022, re-
flecting above expectation growth
in some of the region’s largest
economies and the prudent exten-
sion of pandemic-era stimulus pro-
grammes by some governments.
Ukraine’s economy was projected to
contract by 35 percent in 2022. Its
economic activity is scarred by the
destruction of productive capacity,
damage to agricultural land, and re-
duced labour supply as more than
14 million people are estimated to
have been displaced. According to
World Bank estimates, recovery and
reconstruction needs across social,
productive, and infrastructure sec-
tors total at least $349 billion, which
is more than 1.5 times the size of
Ukraine’s pre-war economy in 2021.

While these reports are quite
alarming in terms of the impact of
the on-going Russia-Ukraine war on
the global economy in general and,
in particular, those western coun-
tries continuously providing aids to
Ukraine to fight Russia, there is ab-

solutely no effort on the part of
NATO to bring the two belligerent
parties together on a discussion
table to find a workable solution to
the problem leading to the armed
conflict. Western powers are contin-
uously aiding and instigating
Ukraine to fight Russia. More than
30 countries have supplied military
equipment to Ukraine since the war
broke out nearly a year ago.The sup-
plies include tanks, advanced M777
Howitzers, missile systems, includ-
ing Patriot, S-300 air defence sys-
tem, Starstreak missiles, long range
rockets such as M142 High Mobility
Artillery Rocket System or Himars,
single shot anti-tank Nlaw weapons
and drones. Lately, Turkey has sold
a good number of  Bayraktar TB2
armed drones to Ukraine.

Clearly, NATO wants the war to
continue until Russia withdraws.
That will pave the way for Ukraine
to become a NATO member allow-
ing a massive NATO build up in
Ukraine across the Russian border.
Only a diplomatic assurance from
Ukraine of its neutrality can end the
war almost immediately. But the
US-led NATO would not let it hap-
pen. On February 21, Russian
President Vladimir Putin had em-
phasised in a speech that Russia
accepts “the new geopolitical reali-
ty that took shape after the dissolu-
tion of the USSR.”  This was also
mentioned earlier by Putin in an ar-
ticle on July 12, 2021. Putin reiterat-
ed the point for a third time on
February 24, before attacking
Ukraine, saying that “it is not our
plan to occupy Ukrainian territory”
and made it clear that he respected
Ukrainian sovereignty, but only up
to a point: “Russia cannot feel safe,
develop, and exist while facing a
permanent threat from the territo-
ry of today’s Ukraine.” As the situa-
tion stands now, NATO, not
Ukraine, is in total control and the
war is unlikely to stop soon even at
the risks of further global economic
slowdown, diminishing trend of
global currency hegemony by US
Dollars and Euros, and a possible
nuclear strike.
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Irresponsible statement
of a bank chairman

Bank of Baroda MD and
CEO Sanjiv Chadha on
February 3 told
Moneycontrol that his bank
will continue to lend to the
Adani group if the group ac-
count meets the lender's un-
derwriting criteria. Country
men are tired of listening the
bank frauds being happened
in almost all banks and there
is no mechanism to stop it.
And we hear about the mis-
management of Banks NPA
as well as frauds and it has
become a routine business of
Banks and do not bother
about the hard money of tax
County men are tired of all
these irresponsible activities
where crores of rupees are
washed away due to inca-
pable officials and as well as
wrong mechanism of banks.
It happens in most of cases
incompetent and irresponsi-
ble officials are responsible.
These incompetent officials
are not capable even to han-
dle their own seat and are not
well versed with the bank cir-
culars and they are not hav-
ing up-to-date knowledge.
The officials posted at Head
Office are mainly responsible
for not following up properly
the procedure and rules regu-
lations of bank. Until and un-
less there is improvement in
the functioning at the Head
Office level frauds are likely
to happen in future also.

Yash Pal Ralhan,
Jalandhar

Ban on betting apps
It is a much-appreciated

decision of the Government
of India to block 232 China-
based betting and lending
apps, which were involved in
the extortion of money.
Incidents of extortion and
harassment have been re-
ported from Andhra
Pradesh, Telangana, and
Karnataka. These applica-
tions were in violation of
Section 69 of the IT Act. The
nation comes first, and when
something like this poses a
threat to the sovereignty and
integrity of the country, it
should be wiped out from its
roots.

Ravinder Kumar Thakur,
Kishtwar

Cheating mobile users
The black sheep Chinese

apps are exploiting young
Internet users to steal pre-
cious personal data of Indian
citizens. In the name of easy
loans, they are cheating the
poor, and even dare to threat-
en them by using cheap prac-
tices of releasing their per-
sonal details in the public do-
main. Perhaps, it is part of
their state’s agenda to collect
data from mobiles of these
users and to wage a cyber
war against their countries.
China in the past has suc-
cessfully demonstrated its
hacking prowess by showing
its strength in countries like
the US and India, which they
never accepted. Therefore,
banning these apps with
Chinese links is a sign of
proactive and corrective vigi-
lance by the Indian
Government.

Virender Sharma, Shimla
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Fishermen try to release whale shark back into the sea after it got entangled in a fishing net cast by them, at Shankumugham
Beach, in Thiruvananthapuram, Wednesday, Feb. 8.

WHALE SHARK

I NDIA was the world’s biggest arms importer from
2017 to 2021, but that’s the price the country had to

pay for its geographical location — there is an exporter of
terrorism at our western border and a belligerent neigh-
bour in the north. In its efforts to cut down on the import
bill, the government has been encouraging startups, espe-
cially relating to smaller, cutting-edge technology products
such as drones used for surveillance and in warfare. The
inauguration of the country’s largest helicopter manufac-
turing facility — the Hindustan Aeronautics Limited
(HAL) factory in Tumakuru district, Karnataka — by PM
Modi is a significant step towards indigenisation. Initially,
Light Utility Helicopters (LUH) would be manufactured at
this factory but over 20 years, HAL plans to produce over
1,000 helicopters in the 3-15 tonne range there. This is ex-
pected to fulfil our requirement of helicopters. The new
greenfield helicopter factory is tipped to enhance the ca-
pacity and ecosystem to build helicopters. The helicopter
manufacturing facility, which will be the largest in Asia,
will initially produce Light Utility Helicopters (LUH). LUH
is an indigenously designed and developed 3-ton class, sin-
gle-engine multipurpose utility helicopter with the unique
feature of high manoeuvrability. The factory will be ex-
panded to manufacture Light Combat Helicopter (LCH)
and Indian Multirole Helicopter (IMRH) as well, while also
emerging as a facility for the repair and overhaul of LCH,
LUH, Civil ALH and IMRH in the future. The factory also
has the potential for exporting the civil LUHs in future.
This facility will enable India to meet its entire require-
ment of helicopters indigenously and will, in time, also at-
tain the distinction of enabling self-reliance in helicopter
design, development and manufacture in India. The facto-
ry will have a manufacturing set-up of Industry 4.0 stan-
dards. Over the next 20 years, HAL plans to produce more
than 1,000 helicopters in the class of 3-15 tonnes from
Tumakuru. The same will result in employment for about
6,000 people in the region. Indigenisation of defence prod-
ucts was a significant theme of this year’s Republic Day,
with the ceremonial 21-gun salute being presented for the
first time by Indian-made 105-mm field guns. Also show-
cased were Indian-made equipment such as the NAG mis-
sile system, battle tank Arjun, K-9 Vajra-T gun system,
AKASH air defence system, and Brahmos missile.
Developing new armament is not the priority but a neces-
sity. The new helicopter factory in Tumakuru is, thus,
cause for pride for those engaged in research, development
and manufacturing in the defence sector.

HAL facility a milestone in
self-reliance in defence

West unlikely to stop fuelling 
Russia-Ukraine war soon

Kajal Chatterjee

S o as to enjoy a relaxed has-
sle-free holiday and also for

boosting a bit of security, invariably
I  undertake a tour with a particular
travel organisation. Let's take a sin-
gle day as a sample. Woke up on re-
sponse to hotel calling bell in verge
of dawn in very cold Dirang,
Arunachal Pradesh. 2 boys of the
cooking unit (aged 20-25) are wait-
ing with morning tea  with all possi-
ble combinations (milk and sugar,
neither milk nor sugar, milk but no
sugar, sugar but no milk).  Following
all "duties" at the bathroom, the
touring group (average heads:- 30-
60) walk to the eating arena for a
refreshing, fulfilling breakfast. 

Thereupon starts the upward
journey towards far-distant Tawang.
On the way full-fledged hot lunch
gets served in any make-shift shel-
ter by the cooks-cum-assistants
(numbering 4) after heating the
items bought cooked from Dirang
hotel. Reached the high-altitude

Tawang  in a chilly rain-swept dark
evening. The tourists simply take
entry in the warm comforts of allot-
ted rooms. Within half an hour, the
cooking unit serves tea and some
fries. And sharp at 9 pm, dinner con-
sisting of various items are ab-
solutely ready for us to savour so as
to hit the bed and blanket on sched-
ule. This is the routine throughout
all tours; just the destination might
change to Kathmandu, Thimphu or
Gangtok. But how does this magic
or clock-like precision happen on a
consistent basis? Just due to the
supreme work ethics, Himalayan
workload, discipline and accounta-
bility of the cooking and serving
unit. Day in and day out they wake
up much before dawn (often in
freezing conditions) to prepare our
morning tea, breakfast, lunch to be
served on the way. And immediate-
ly after reaching the destination
after a long hectic journey, prompt-
ly these unsung fellows go straight
to the kitchen to prepare our
snacks, tea and thereafter dinner.

So many times, my conscience used
to ask me whether I am exploiting
these boys of poor rural background
who have nothing better or com-
forting to do? But why should I take
the moral blame? I have paid my
honest money to the tourism organ-
isation for a relaxing holiday and I
am surely entitled to these privi-
leges. And it is the headache or re-
sponsibility on the part of the com-
pany how many persons they would
employ or through which mode they
would render service to us! And
isn't it the hard fact that just be-
cause tourists exist, these tour or-
ganisations exist and by virtue of it,
these boys of poor "uneducated"
background find an avenue to sur-
vive in this world. So all is OK and I
felt much better. During our
Arunachal-bound journey, our first
night stay was at a Guwahati hotel.
Though not any star property; yet
that Manipuri-themed hotel, named
Siroy Lily,  was definitely a top end
one in middle class standards. A
very clean, well-furnished, beautiful

hotel with spacious AC rooms. But
on our return leg, the last night was
spent in Bhalukpong. After lunch,
we drove straight to Guwahati rail-
way station in the late evening to
board the Kolkata-bound train at 10
pm. The boys went to pick up our
packed dinner from a restaurant.
And thereafter their duties would
finish. Now they would not return
with the tourist party and the man-
ager. Rather they would stay back
at Guwahati as the next Arunachal-
bound tourist group is scheduled to
reach the city after 36 hours. That
means these hardworking humble
boys would get at least a much de-
served 2 night rest in Guwahati.
Nice. Along with this pleasure or
consolation, I was even envying
them a bit also. While our tired bod-
ies (following almost a fortnight
tour negotiating tough terrain and
adverse climate) would have to un-
dertake another 20-hour journey to
Kolkata, these boys would just re-
turn to that exquisite Guwahati
Hotel within an hour and have a

sound sleep in AC comfort.
But what a fool I was indeed!

Why will they be put up in that
Manipuri-themed hotel. Whatever
be their contribution; at the end of
the day, aren't they mere "manual
labourers". Yes they can gain entry
in high-end hotels and get a large
nice room to be collectively shared
with the manager; but only when
the touring party is in so as to serve
them meticulously right from dawn
to night. But how can they expect
such luxury only for themselves?
So, I overheard that they would
stay in another hotel for 2 nights.
Obviously, it would be in an ordi-
nary room of a low-cost Hotel, hud-
dled together. As I was sitting be-
side the window of the train origi-
nating from Guwahati with dinner
packet in hand, I noticed the 4
silent-worker angels slowly walk-
ing towards the overbridge for
their non-descript accommodation
so as to prepare for another 12 day
back-breaking "smiling" toil after
just 36 hours. 

Something definitely wrong somewhere

NANTOO BANERJEE

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit

P andit Jawaharlal Nehru had once said, “You can tell
the condition of a nation by looking at the status of

its women”. The crucial role that women and girls play in
ensuring the sustainability of rural households and com-
munities, improving rural livelihoods and overall wellbe-
ing, has been increasingly recognized. Women account for
a substantial proportion of the agricultural labour force,
including informal work, and perform the bulk of unpaid
care and domestic work within families and households in
rural areas. Women used to command acute power and im-
portance in our ancient culture. The proof of this fact can
be found in all the scriptures and even our mythological
stories. We worship Goddess Durga, Lakshmi, Saraswati
and many others. That shows how Indian civilization had
revered the female form. Climate change affects women’s
and men’s assets and well-being differently in terms of
agricultural production, food security, health, water and
energy resources, climate-induced migration and conflict,
and climate-related natural disasters. Women are powerful
change agents to address climate change at scale. They are
key actors in building community resilience and respond-
ing to climate-related disasters. Women tend to make deci-
sions about resource use and investments in the interest
and welfare of their children, families, and communities.
Empowerment of women involves many things - economic
opportunity, social equality, and personal rights. Women
are deprived of these human rights, often as a matter of
tradition. In rural areas, women are generally not per-
ceived to have any meaningful income generation capacity,
and hence, they are relegated mainly to household duties
and cheap labour. For rural women, new initiatives are
particularly urgent in matters of agricultural production,
cottage and small-scale industry, credit, marketing, energy,
technology, potable water supply, sanitation, primary
health care, education and training. Additionally, rural
women have difficulties in engaging in income-generating
activities because of their general lack of modern educa-
tion and training and their hard and time-consuming re-
sponsibilities in the above- mentioned tasks of food pro-
cessing (e.g. pounding and other processing of grain) and
the fetching of fuel and water, often requiring many hours
of work a day. In respect of agricultural production,
women’s work must be treated as the important part of the
farm family’s work that it is an extension and other servic-
es should be designed to meet women’s as well as men’s
needs. The majority of rural women in developing coun-
tries are also in great, sometimes desperate, need of im-
proved water supply and sanitation facilities. Gandhiji’s
vision that women must play an equal and important role
in national development. However, the movement for rais-
ing the socio-economic status of women had involved gen-
erally the middle-class educated women in major urban
centers while the great mass of rural women are yet to
enjoy the rights and privileges as enshrined in the
Constitution. Women exploitation is a serious problem
and the question is that why an exploited women lives in
society, cannot have any right to get justice even after in-
troducing various laws in favour of Indian women.
Without the active participation in rural development of
women, no strategy is going to succeed within the foresee-
able future. A key challenge today is how to strengthen
women’s capacities to identify technological needs, and to
create and adapt technologies in light of social needs and
resource constraints.

Allow women to fly high 
without cutting their wings 
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Industrial state

Amritsar/Pathankot:
Punjab Chief
Minister Bhagwant
Mann  said the cur-
rent political stability
and quick decision
making mechanism
along with “out of
box” ideas will soon
make the state a front-
running industrial
state in the country.
The chief minister
was interacting with
industrialists here
during the run up to
the Progressive
Punjab Investment
Summit, scheduled to
be held on February
23 and 24 at Mohali.
“....Punjabis have al-
ways excelled in every
sphere,” Mann said,
adding that the entre-
preneurs from the
state have carved out a
niche for themselves
across the globe. The
day is not far when
Punjab will be on the
high growth trajecto-
ry of industrial
growth, according to
an official statement
quoting Mann.

Revenue share 
Kolkata: Samsung
India  said that it in-
tends to grow revenue
from 5G models while
continuing to cater to
all segments of the
mobile handset mar-
ket. In value terms, 5G
grew 78 per cent for
the mobile industry in
2022, but Samsung
said it grew over 100
per cent. The compa-
ny, however, did not
share the absolute rev-
enue numbers. “In
2022, industry contri-
bution to 5G handsets
was 56 per cent as per
industry analysts.
But, 5G contributed 61
per cent to Samsung.
We expect the value
contribution to go up
to 75 per cent in 2023,”
Samsung India Sr VP
(Mobile Business)
Raju Pullan said at the
launch of the S23
model. Samsung said
its premium segment
considering handsets
costing above Rs
30,000 expanded by 75
per cent during 2022
against 34 per cent by
the industry.

Farm mechanisation

New Delhi: India has
witnessed considerable
progress in farm mech-
anisation but its spread
across the country still
remains “uneven”, ac-
cording to a latest re-
port by the National
Council of Applied
Economic Research
(NCAER). Even the
farm power availabili-
ty in India is much
lower as compared to
the US, Japan and
Korea, it said. The re-
port “Making India a
Global Power House on
Farm Machinery
Industry” was released
by Minister of State for
Agriculture Shobha
Karandlaje here.
“Though we are wit-
nessing considerable
progress in farm mech-
anisation, its spread
across the length and
breadth of our country
still remains uneven,”
said an official state-
ment quoting the
NCAER’s latest report.

NEW LAUNCH

OnePlus India CEO Navnit Nakra during the launch of One Plus’ 11 and 11R
smartphones, at Aerocity in New Delhi.

Mumbai, Feb 08:  

Reserve Bank of India
governor Shaktikanta
Das has said the moder-
ate hike in the policy rate
— first since the cycle
began last May — gives
the central bank the lee-
way to make appropriate
data-driven changes in
the policy going forward.
The RBI governor
stopped short of making
any forward looking
statement on the policy
stance.

“The issue of changing
the monetary policy
stance and withdrawal of
accommodation till infla-
tion falls to the desired
level is like a chicken and
egg question and that I
want the chicken to de-
cide,” the governor said
jokingly, while address-
ing reporters at the post-

policy presser, refusing
to offer a guidance on the
monetary policy stance.
While the market was ex-
pecting the delivered 25
basis points hike, which
took the policy rate to 6.5
per cent, but was also ex-
pecting a hint from the
RBI-MPC towards a
pause given the fall in in-
flation for the past two
months. The same was
also expressed by two ex-
ternal members of the
six-member MPC
(Monetary Policy
Committee). Instead, the
final monetary policy
statement came out say-
ing that MPC remains ac-
commodative to support
growth but at the same
time also remains fo-
cused on withdrawal of
accommodation, which
Das described as the
chicken and egg question

and he wants the chicken
to decide. “We watch all
the incoming data and
data trends as well as the

outlook on inflation
apart from what is hap-
pening in the overall
economy, and we take an

appropriate decision at
the appropriate time.
Beyond that I will not be
able to give any forward

guidance, and we are
quite open about it and
there’s a reason for it: we
don’t want to create un-
reasonable or unneces-
sary expectations in the
market. Because some-
times it can become coun-
terproductive,” the gover-
nor said. “And to your re-
peated questions on if
ever we will give a guid-
ance on the policy stance,
let me tell you currently
our stance is a stance of
optimism,” he said. But
both the governor and
senior most deputy gov-
ernor Michael Patra who
heads the monetary poli-
cy department, were
quick to underline that
though inflation has
begun to fall from
November, core inflation
remains sticky and that
is an issue of concern.
They went on to say that

the moderation in veg-
etable prices in
November and December
more than offset the price
momentum in cereals a
few other items. “So we
are examining all these
components and the fu-
ture trajectory of each of
these components on
month on month basis.”
In response to a question
Das said, “The MPC has
considered 25 bps as ap-
propriate, taking into ac-
count where we are now,
the mix of factors and the
data that we have ahead
of us.

But data is always
backward looking; so we
have also looked at the
outlook which is more
forward looking. So, at
the current juncture, the
MPC has felt that a 25 bps
of a moderate hike is
warranted very much.

Moderate rate hike gives leeway to make 
data-driven changes in monetary policy: Das

New Delhi, Feb 08: 

Shares of most of the
Adani Group companies
ended higher on
Wednesday, with the flag-
ship company Adani
Enterprises rallying
nearly 20 per cent. Seven
of the group companies
ended in the positive ter-
ritory while three settled
in the red on Wednesday.

In the last two trading
sessions, Adani Group
companies have recov-
ered around Rs 70,000
crore in combined mar-
ket capitalisation. The
group stocks have lost
around Rs 8.7 lakh crore
or about 45 per cent of
their combined market
valuation since January
24, Manish Chowdhury,

Head of Research at bro-
kerage firm Stoxbox,
said. The US-based short-
seller Hindenburg
Research came out with
its adverse report about
Adani Group on January
24. On Wednesday, shares
of Adani Enterprises ral-
lied nearly 23 per cent to
Rs 2,163, also its upper
price band on the BSE. It
later ended at Rs 2,158.65
per share, up by 19.76 per
cent. The flagship com-
pany’s market valuation
rose Rs 40,601.14 crore to
Rs 2.46 lakh crore.
Shares of Adani Ports
and Special Economic
Zone zoomed 8.34 per
cent to end at Rs 599.45.
The company’s market
valuation rose Rs 9,969.04
crore to Rs 1.29 lakh

crore. Adani Power
closed at Rs 182, Adani
Transmission at Rs
1,314.25, NDTV at Rs
227.75 and Adani Wilmar
at Rs 419.35 per share.
These firms settled with
5 per cent gains and their
closing levels touched
the respective upper
price bands on the BSE.
Besides, Ambuja
Cements rose 0.17 per
cent to close at Rs 384.35.

On the other hand,
three of the Adani group
companies closed in the
red. Adani Total Gas and
Adani Green Energy
plunged 5 per cent each
while ACC fell 1.11 per
cent to end at Rs 1,973.35.
Adani Total Gas settled
at Rs 1,394.15, the lower
price band.

Most Adani Group firms gain; Adani
Enterprises rallies nearly 20 pc

New Delhi, Feb 08: 

Vedanta Aluminium,
India’s largest producer
of aluminium, will be
hosting the first edition of
the International
Aluminium Conference
(IAC 2023) in association
with the Aluminium
Association of India
(AAI) on February 9th
and 10th, 2023. The confer-
ence, themed on “Making
India the Aluminium
Capital of the World”,
will be held at Vedanta’s
operations in
Jharsuguda, Odisha.

IAC 2023 aims to bring
together the global alu-
minium industry and its
stakeholders, including
customers, end con-
sumers, suppliers of tech-

nology, services and raw
materials to the alumini-
um industry, and other
players across the value
chain. The conference
provides a platform for
the exchange of ideas and
best practices, showcas-
ing new innovations and
developments in the field
of aluminium, promoting
sustainability in the in-
dustry, and fostering a cir-

cular economy.
The conference will fea-

ture technical presenta-
tions from a variety of
participants, including
primary metal producers,
equipment suppliers,
product development
teams, academic institu-
tions, research centers,
and prominent interna-
tional experts. IAC 2023
will see industry leaders

come together to deliber-
ate the road ahead for the
global aluminium indus-
try. Rahul Sharma,
President – Aluminium
Association of India and
CEO of Vedanta Limited
– Aluminium, Power and
Port Businesses, said,
“We believe in the limit-
less potential of the alu-
minium industry and are
proud to host the first edi-
tion of the International
Aluminium Conference
to spark ideas for an alu-
minium revolution in
India. IAC 2023 represents
a unique opportunity for
the industry to come to-
gether and drive progress
towards a more sustain-
able future. We look for-
ward to welcoming lead-
ers from across the world
to Jharsuguda and to be a
part of shaping the future
of the Indian Aluminium
Industry.”

Vedanta Aluminium to host the first edition IAC-2023

Motorola’s latest ‘Hatke’ launch-moto e13
New Delhi, Feb 08:

Today, Motorola an-
nounced the launch of its
latest smartphone in the e
series franchise, moto
e13.It is an all-in-one
smartphone, set to dis-
ruptthis segment with up
to 4GB RAM, powered by
UNISOC T606 octa core
processor and a
64GBstorage to ensure a
strong “hatke” perform-
ance, including a massive,
long lasting5000mAh bat-
terythat can last over 36
hours. The smartphone is
available in two variants
starting atan incredible
price of just Rs 6,999
(2GB+64GB) and Rs 7,999
for the 4GB+64GB vari-
ant.

Moto e13 is a showstop-
per in every way. The
sleek, stylish and premi-
um design is beautifully
made for your on-the-go
style cravings and a vi-

brant 6.5” IPS LCD dis-
play screen only adds
more spark to the smart-
phone. Furthermore, the
moto e13 gives you a mul-
tidimensional audio-visu-

al experience with Dolby
Atmos audio. You canun-
lock new levels of emo-
tion in your favorite songs
with greater depth, clari-
ty, and details than ever
before, drawing you closer
to the artists you love.

Additionally, with moto
e13, you have no more
worries about having the
right connections. You get
support for dual-band Wi-
Fi (both 5GHz and 2.4Ghz)
– a first in this segment a
convenient USB Type-C
2.0 connector, and
Bluetooth® 5.03wireless
technology.

Shoot your best photos
with the 13MP AI-pow-
ered camera system, that
are ready to be posted on
your social media ac-
count. With intelligent
features like Auto Smile
Capture, the 13MP camera
recognizes when everyone
in the frame is smiling
and snaps a picture.

New Delhi, Feb 08: 

Finance minister
Nirmala Sitharaman
asked Indian industry to
partner with startups and
use their solutions in de-
veloping products. She
also sought to know from
the captains of Indian in-
dustry to give ‘out of the
box’ ideas on what could
act as catalyst to boost in-
vestment. “I find the pace
at which startups and
their solutions are mov-
ing. Actually the solutions
are for you. But you should
move as fast as they do or
else you will be where you
are and they will find
newer industry or busi-
ness activity for which
they will come up with so-
lutions which are lucra-
tive and you are going to
be where you are. “So I

would think working to-
gether with startups for
products... or for technolo-
gy requirement is the need
of the hour and you
should now unhesitatingly
partner to get that bene-
fit,” Sitharaman said at
the CII post-budget inter-
action with CEOs here.

She said for the new sun-
rise sector, Production
Linked Incentive (PLI)
scheme can be a good in-
centive. “But I also think
beyond PLI is there is any-
thing that you think is that
one little catalyst which
can give you the lead, what
is that?” she said.
Sitharaman also urged in-
dustry to think of out-of-
the-box investment draw-
ing and technology draw-
ing ideas, and out-of-the-
box working together with
startups to get your solu-
tions.

She said post-Covid the
industry has started look-
ing at the India opportuni-
ties beyond their own sec-
tors and is calibrating in-
vestment plans in line
with technology, SDG and
sustainability impera-
tives.

FM asks India Inc to partner
with startups, use tech solutions

New Delhi, Feb 08: 

India takes a giant leap
in the global fight against-
mosquito-borne diseases.
Two homegrown innova-
tions; the world’s lowest
cost liquid mosquito repel-
lent device and a no-gas in-
stant mosquito–kill spray
developed by Godrej
Consumer Products Ltd
(GCPL), was launched in
the presence of experts
from the National Center
for Vector Borne Diseases
Control, Malaria No More
India, Fortis Hospital
Noida, among others.
Branded Goodknight Mini
Liquid and HIT No-Gas
Spray, these innovations
make safe & smoke free
mosquito protection acces-
sible for lower income con-
sumers. Many of whom

today use unsafe and un-
regulated high smoke in-
cense sticks. Doctors cau-
tion against using these
spurious repellent incense
sticks as they may cause
bronchitis, asthma, reac-
tive airways disease, and
other conditions. Till now,
regulated and safe non-
smoke solutions, while
widely known, were only
available at higher prices
and with features that did
not suit the needs of these
consumers. GCPL under-
stood these needs in depth
and have developed inno-
vations with break-
through R&D. Firstly, by
recognizing thatmany
lower income households
have high mosquito infes-
tation through the night
and therefore need a con-
sistent high repellent ef-

fect. This resulted in the
engineering of
Goodknight Mini as a sin-
gle mode machine giving
high all-night efficacy.

Commenting on the af-
fordable innovations,
Sudhir Sitapati, MD &
CEO, Godrej Consumer
Products Ltd (GCPL),
said, “We have made great
progress so far to lessen
the impact of mosquito-
borne diseases. The way
forward, however, calls for
empowering people espe-
cially in small cities,
towns, and rural areas.
Liquid repellents &
aerosols are the most ef-
fective solution against
mosquitoes, but they re-
mained largely inaccessi-
ble to lower income
households due to high
pricing.

Godrej democratises 
household insecticide formats 

Rupee rises 19 paise
to end at 82.51

against US dollar
Mumbai, Feb 08: The
rupee appreciated 19 paise
to close at 82.51 (provision-
al) against the US dollar
on Wednesday after the
Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) hiked the repo rate
by 25 basis points. A rally
in the domestic equity
markets and weakness in
the greenback against
major crosses overseas
also supported the rupee,
forex traders said.
However, surging crude
prices in the international
market and persistent for-
eign fund outflows re-
stricted the appreciation
bias in the local unit, they
added. At the interbank
foreign exchange market,
the local unit opened
strong at 82.67 and touched
an intra-day high of 82.47
and a low of 82.72 against
the greenback.

Repo rate hike by 
RBI in line with

expectations: Experts
Kolkata, Feb 08:  

The 25 basis points
hike in key policy rate by
the Reserve Bank of
India is in “line with
market expectations”, ex-
perts said on Wednesday.
The central bank has cu-
mulatively hiked the
repo rate by 250 basis
points since May last
year in a bid to contain
rising inflation in the
wake of global geopoliti-
cal tensions. Bandhan
Bank Chief Economist
Siddhartha Sanyal said,
“The decision of the
MPC to hike the repo rate
by 25 basis points is in
line with market expecta-
tions. It was a choice be-
tween a pause and a 25
basis points hike with
two of the six-member
MPC panel showing pref-
erence for the former.

Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Governor Shaktikanta Das with Deputy Governors
Michael Debabrata Patra, M.K. Jain, M. Rajeshwar Rao and Rabi Shankar arrives to
address a press conference, in Mumbai, Wednesday, Feb. 8, 2023.

 In Jharsuguda of
Odisha



Sony Entertainment
Television recently

announced roping in actors
Ranndeep R Rai and Niti Taylor
as Raghav and Prachi respec-
tively, for its fan favourite show
'Bade Acche Lagte Hain 2'.
Having enthralled viewers with
its romantic storyline of #RaYa
(Ram and Priya), the show will
be taking a 20-year leap on 7th
February and actors Pooja
Banerjee and Leenesh Mattoo
will be joining the new cast to
take the story forward.
With new faces,  the narrative
promises to give audiences a
fresh perspective on one sided
love in new age relationships.
Pooja Banerjee will essay the
role of Ram and Priya’s elder
daughter Pihu while Leenesh
Mattoo plays the role of Adi
and Brinda’s adopted son,
Angad. Elaborating on their
respective roles, Pooja

Banerjee shares, “I have been
following the show and I’ve
loved how endearingly
Aarohi brought Pihu alive
on screen. When a child
character is so loved,
there’s a challenge and
responsibility to do jus-
tice to the grown-up ver-
sion of that role and in
this case, I have big
shoes to fill in. Pihu who
is now in her early twen-
ties, has gone through
the tragic death of her
parents but she’s learnt
to be strong to protect
her younger sister Prachi,
who she considers her
only family. I will be chan-
nelling that emotion of
being a protector when I
play Pihu on-screen, and I
hope the viewers enjoy this
news phase of this iconic
show."

Actress Gazal Sood,
who has been part
of some popular tel-
evision shows and

web series before,
recently joined
&TV’s gharelu
c o m e d y
"Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan".
The actress is
essaying the
role of Kat, a

ditsy yet
sweet and
h a p p y - g o -

lucky girl who
struggles to
speak fluent

English and
earns the ire of

people around her
who do not under-

stand what she is
saying.
In a candid interview

with us, the actress talks
about her character and
how much she enjoys
doing comedy.

What do you enjoy
most about playing Kat
in Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan?
The show Happu Ki

Ultan Paltan has been my
favourite. I particularly
like most of the characters
and the typical nok-jhok
between them. Speaking of
Kat’s character, I have
found her amusing and
quite entertaining. The
way Kat’s character strug-
gles to talk in English has
always left me in splits, and
I could not be happier to
play the character myself. I
am grateful to the makers
for allowing me to impro-
vise and add my flavour to
the character. Hence, I am

enjoying the entire process
of playing Kat.

How did you bag the
role?

My family loves the
show, and I have watched
many episodes with them.
I got a call from production
a few months ago request-
ing an audition video for
the role of Kate Singh.
More than I, my family
was excited about this. I
made sure to give my best
performance in the audi-
tion, and because of my
family's best wishes and
God's blessing, I was imme-
diately selected for the
part. I was on cloud nine to
learn that the casting team
did not run through any
other auditions and chose
me to play Katori Singh
(Kat).

How much do you enjoy
doing comedy?

Comedy is one of my
favourite genres, as it of-
fers true entertainment
that puts smiles on view-
ers' faces. I have done five
comedy shows and feel that
comedy is my forte. I am
more inclined towards
comedy because there is
much more to explore as
an actor. Making the audi-
ence laugh is one of the
performers' most difficult
tasks. And I feel glad that I
am being able to do that.
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan has
given the audience a much-
needed dose of laughter for
the last four years, and I
feel blessed to join them
this time.

Catch Gazal Sood as Kat
in Happu Ki Ultan Paltan
every Monday to Friday at
10 PM only on &TV!

ACROSS
1. Syrup tree
6. Mellowed
10. March date
14. The British ____
15. Wind indicator
16. Cleansing bar
17. Tilts
18. In addition
19. ____ Marie Presley
20. Camper's lamp
22. Nastier

24. Author Dr. ____
27. Geometric corner
28. That's opposite
32. Conductor ____ Bernstein
34. Bun seed
36. Knitting string
37. Butter unit
40. Make believe
42. Come before
44. Wind direction (abbr.)
45. Daze
47. Wiped clean

48. Maintains
50. Foreman
51. Catch
54. Small pastries
56. Bother
58. Goes up
63. Happily ____ after
64. Healthy food
67. French farewell
68. Comic ____ Carvey
69. Eden man
70. Agitated
71. Wood strip
72. Greek consonant
73. Short distances

DOWN
1. Grinding machine
2. Between continents
3. Strategy
4. Fasting period
5. Some curves
6. Wide street
7. Guy's date
8. Navy officer (abbr.)
9. Think
10. Rhode ____
11. Performing
12. Artist's tripod
13. Extra tire
21. Eases up
23. Breadwinner
25. ____ sauce
26. Finger noise
28. Recipe abbr.
29. Towel pronoun
30. Words of understanding (2 wds.)

31. Used a stool
33. Stops
35. Untidy conditions
37. Acapulco coin
38. Fruit beverages
39. Turner and Kennedy
41. Music for two
43. Metered vehicle
46. Gun owners' org.
48. Biblical mount
49. Serious injury
51. Casts off
52. Nautical
53. Boxing locale
55. Injury marks
57. Pierce
59. Rewrite text
60. Cairo's river
61. Not shallow
62. Foam
65. Lyric verse
66. Plump
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‘Comedy is my
favourite genre’

Continuing to en-
thral audience and
fans at 71, veteran

superstar Mammootty is
all pumped up ahead of
the arrival of
'Christopher' in theatres
on Thursday. He plays a
vigilante cop in the film.

Explaining briefly what
'Christopher' is all about,
he said that he plays the
role of a police official
and makes no bones about
taking the law into hands.

"Every character has a
tale and like that
Christopher too has one
and it moves forward.
Now let us see," said the
superstar.

Directed by B.
Unnikrishnan who is
known for 'loud' and ex-
pensive films, the two are
returning after 12 years

and for just the second
time. Unnikrishnan is
popularly known for di-
recting superstar
Mohanlal. If this film
turns out to be a block
buster, it would do more
good for the director than
to the superstar, as it's
been a while that

Unnikrishnan has deliv-
ered as he did in the early
years of his career.

For Mammootty, 2022
turned out to be a good
year and 2023 has also
begun on a strong footing
with his 'Nanpakal
Nerathu Mayakkam' re-
ceiving critical acclaim

when it premiered at the
International Film
Festival of Kerala.
Mammootty has rarely let
down his fans and audi-
ence when he played a
cop. Films like Yavanika,
Avanazhi, Inspector
Balram and Balram vs.
Tharadas, The Truth,
Kasaba, Unda and not to
mention the CBI officer in
a record 5 sequels to Oru
CBI Diary Kuripu are
names that have become
part of the Malayalam
film industry lexicon.

The veteran is supreme-
ly confident that he will
not let down his fans, au-
dience and director
Unnikrishnan.

For his fans he said: "Go
to the movie halls and see
the film as many times as
possible."

Mammootty pumped up as
‘Christopher’ hits screens today

Bollywood actress
N u s h r r a t t
Bharuccha, who

has been in the news for
her film 'Chhorii 2', is all
set to headline another
solo lead project titled
'Akelli'.

The actress also
shared a sneak-peek into
the shooting of 'Akelli'
on her social media.

In the picture shared
on her social media, the
actress' reflection can be
seen in the camera lens.
A clapper board is also
seen in the frame just be-
neath the lens hood. She

wrote on the picture,
"lights, camera".

Meanwhile on the
work front, she will be
next seen sharing the
screen with Akshay
Kumar and Emraan
Hashmi in the upcoming
film 'Selfiee'.

The film is the Hindi
adaptation of the
Malayalam film 'Driving
Licence' which starred
Prithviraj Sukumaran.
The Malayalam star is
also the co-producer on
'Selfiee'. In addition,
Nushrratt is also shoot-
ing for 'Chhorii 2'.

Nushrratt Bharuccha
shares sneak-peek 

of ‘Akelli’

Pooja Banerjee to
play ‘Pihu’ in ‘Bade
Acche Lagte Hain 2’

Continuing its power-
house run at world-
wide turnstiles,

Shah Rukh Khan's espi-
onage actioner 'Pathaan'
has topped the global box
office century mark (that
is, in million dollars), get-
ting there in 12 days on
Sunday, reports 'Deadline'.

And now with its earn-
ings going up to $103.6 mil-
lion through Monday, it is
the first Bollywood movie
to reach the $100-million
milestone without a China
release, 'Deadline' adds.

The split sits at Rs 526
gross crore ($64.2 million)
in India and $39.4 million
from overseas markets
through Monday. Already,
the Siddharth Anand-di-
rected movie is the biggest

Bollywood movie ever
globally in the original
Hindi language.

This is where, according
to 'Deadline', it gets slightly
confusing in terms of the
records posted. Aamir
Khan-starrers 'Dangal' and
'Secret Superstar', both
Bollywood titles, remain

ahead of 'Pathaan' world-
wide, but that includes
more than $100 million
each from China, where
the movies were dubbed
for local audiences.

Similarly, 'Bajrangi
Bhaijaan', which features
Salman Khan, who also ap-
pears in 'Pathaan', is still

ahead globally, having had
a dubbed China release.
There is no word yet on a
China window for
'Pathaan'. In India, notes
'Deadline', where box office
earnings are measured in
both gross and net figures,
'Pathaan' maker Yash Raj
Films reports that the
film's Rs 438.5 crore net
takings on Monday sur-
passed the net of the
Hindi-dubbed version of
the Yash-starrer 'KGF 2' (it
was originally in the
Kannada language).

Next ahead of 'Pathaan'
on a net basis is S.S.
Rajamouli's 'Baahubali 2'
with a Rs 510-crore ($61.7
million) lifetime collection
in Hindi (the film was orig-
inally in Telugu).

‘Pathaan’ first Hindi film to make
$100 mn without China release

Bollywood actress Madhuri
Dixit, and Shriram Nene's

second production "Panchak"
had its screening recently in
the competition section at the
ongoing Pune International
Film Festival (PIFF), and they
are pleased with the response
that the film received from
the jury. The film, shot in
Konkan, is a dark comedy and
deals with the fear of super-

stition and death. The film
features an ensemble cast of
the finest artistes from
Marathi film, television, and
stage, and is shot in pictur-
esque Konkan. About the
response to the film at the
fest, Madhuri and Nene, in a
joint statement, said: "We
were humbled and elated with
the response we received at
the screening at the festival."

Madhuri Dixit elated with
response to her ‘Panchak’ at
Pune International Film Fest

Rachna Mistry is a ver-
satile actress who has

portrayed compelling
characters in numerous
serials. She currently
plays the widely popular
role ‘Vidhi’, in Star
Bharat’s show ‘Na Umra
Ki Seema Ho’. Through
their appealing characters
Dev and Vidhi, portrayed
by Iqbal Khan and
Rachana Mistry, have fi-
nally demonstrated to the
audience that love knows
no bounds by finally get-
ting ready for marriage by
breaking the patriarchal
thoughts of the society.

Rachana gets emotional
during her Haldi sequence
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The series, a cricket
connoisseurs' de-
light, will throw up

several topics of discus-
sion as the caravan moves
from one destination to
the other. Will captain
Rohit Sharma curb his in-
stinct to pull Pat
Cummins if the
Australian captain keeps
a long leg and digs one
short?

Will Virat Kohli use the
sweep shot more often
against Ashton Agar and
Nathan Lyon as the bat-

ting stalwart looks to turn
around his ordinary
showing against slow
bowlers in recent times?

Can Suryakumar
Yadav's 'three-dimension-
al' strokeplay earn him
Rahul Dravid's faith
ahead of Shubman Gill,
the man touted to lead
India's batting when the
transition phase kicks-in
in another 18 to 24
months?

Will Axar Patel's under-
cutters be more effective
than Kuldeep Yadav's

trickeries of bringing the
ball back into right han-
ders?

The back-to-back series
defeats in their own den
(2018-19 and 2020-21) have
hurt Cummins and his
players and they certainly
have revenge on its mind,
even though it will be eas-
ier said than done on a
pitch that promises appre-
ciable turn from first day
itself.

The quality of India
versus Australia Test
matches since the epic

2001 series has, at times,
been better than the
Ashes. The journey of
this batch of Australian
cricketers won't be com-
plete if they don't emulate
the exploits of the
Matthew Haydens, Justin
Langers, Glenn McGraths
or the Adam Gilchrists of
2004. Steve Smith put it
aptly, saying a series win
in India will be bigger
than the Ashes.

For Rohit, who has un-
fortunately missed all the
Test matches or series

against bigger teams ei-
ther due to injuries (ham-
string vs South Africa
and split webbing vs
Bangladesh in 2022) or ill-
ness (Covid-19 vs England
in the one-off game),
would like to emulate his
predecessor Kohli in lead-
ing the team to another
World Test Championship
final.

For that to happen,
India will need a clear
two-match victory mar-
gin and Rohit's biggest
weapon of execution will

be his quartet of spin-
ners, out of which three
are supposed to play. Not
to forget, his batters need
to rise up to Nathan
Lyon's challenge. The
hosts haven't been up to
scratch when they play
slow bowlers on rank
turners.

Those who have fol-
lowed the developments
in Indian cricket, know
that Rohit was initially re-
luctant to take up red-ball
captaincy and is yet to
face any major opposition

as leader in the format.
This is the series which
will actually chart his
legacy as a leader.

For Australia, it seems,
Ashton Agar with better
lower-order batting abili-
ties, will get the nod as
Lyon's spin partner ahead
of Mitchell Swepson, as
Scott Boland prepared to
share the new ball with
his skipper.

The Australian team is
loaded with left handers
and four of them -- David
Warner, Usman Khawaja,

Travis Head and Alex
Carey -- are almost cer-
tain to play. The two right
handers will be Smith
and Marnus
Labuschagne.

But in Cameron
Green's absence, the
choice for an additional
batter will be between the
right-handed Peter
Handscombe and south-
paw Matt Renshaw. For
bookmakers, the series
would be nightmare as
odds can swing wildly in a
matter of a few deliveries.

Real Test: India eye summit clash, Australia seek revenge
NNaaggppuurr,,  FFeebb  0088  ((PPTTII))::
Rohit Sharma, a bonafide
white-ball legend, will face his
biggest test as India's red-ball
captain against a  determined
Australian side which would be

hungry for revenge when the
much-awaited Border-Gavaskar
series  starts here Thursday. It is
a series that promises a lot of
twists and turns, engrossing
sub-plots and probably career-

defining performances. It's such
a high-profile rubber that non-
performance could lead to end
of career for some after this
series. During the hey days of
Channel 9, former Australia

captain Bill Lawry would often
use the term "It's all  happening
at the MCG" during exciting
games. Trust this four-Test series
to throw up more surprises than
one can possibly envisage.

Match starts: 9:30 am.
Australian cricket teams
haven't won a Test series
in India for the past 19
years but current skipper
Pat Cummins would tell

anyone who cares to listen
that his unit doesn't carry

the baggage of victories and
defeats of his predecessors. As

Cummins leads Australia to one of its toughest assignments in India,
the skipper also underlined the importance of a good first-innings score, which will be cru-
cial in the context of the series. "No, this team is very different to a lot of the teams that
have played here in the past. So we don't carry the wins, we don't carry the losses,"
Cummins told reporters when asked if past results would weigh heavily on his mind. "We
know it's tough to tour here, India are a really good cricket side, especially at home, so we
are excited. And, yeah, we will give it our best shot," Cummins added. Asked about first-
innings totals, the world's premier speedster said,"Yeah, I think it's more important here
than anywhere else in the world, that first-innings lead, hopefully. You just got to find a way
to put a big total on the board, especially thinking if it is going to spin, it's going to get real-
ly hard in that second innings." Cummins, however, didn't want to predict a first-innings
score. "You have got to bat big in the first innings. It might not be the same for every venue.
At some, 250 might be a good score, there might be other venues where you might need
500. Reading the wicket can be a bit difficult at times but you have to be ready for every-
thing." Cummins also made no bones about Nathan Lyon expected to bowl bulk of the overs
during the series. "Nathan's going to be right up there with our most important bowlers for
this series. He's got to bowl lots of overs, he's got the experience here. He's up for the chal-
lenge, he can't wait. He's been working with a lot of the other spin bowlers that are over
here as well. He will lead our attack this series." 

This
Aussie

team doesn’t
carry baggage

of past: Pat
Cummins

India skipper Rohit Sharma
chose to keep suspense over
his preferred batting and
bowling line-ups in the open-
ing Test against Australia,

saying they will go into the
high-profile series with "horses

for courses" approach. Rohit
Sharma was asked specifically about

his choice between Suryakumar Yadav and Shubhman Gill as there are enough indications
that team management won't drop an out-of-form vice-captain KL Rahul. "Tomorrow 9 o'
clock at toss," Rohit answered with a wry smile, knowing the line of questioning well.
Shubman Gill's sparkling form is important and so is Suryakumar Yadav's incredible ability
to tame a raging bull like Nathan Lyon and the Indian captain made it clear that as much
emphasis there will be on consistent form, the skills suitable for a particular surface will
determine the playing eleven. "It's going to be a tough one. We know lot of guys are in good
form, that's a good sign for the team," Rohit said. "You have selection issues and it says a lot
about the guys performing. That's quite crucial from team's perspective, what we have to do
is go to each venue, see the pitch and pick the best eleven. We have been doing that in past
and we will be doing that going forward," the skipper made it clear. "Message to the boys is
very clear. We are ready to play horses for courses. Whichever pitch, whoever we need, we
have to bring them in. As simple as that. That is something we have spoken to the guys. We
will have to assess conditions and see who are the right guys, so we are quite open with all
options," he was more intent on hammering home the point. He smartly parried the query
when asked who between Suryakumar and Gill is more suitable for the Jamtha track? "They
bring different things to the table for us. Gill we all know has been in supreme form in last
three to four months. Lot of big hundreds as well. Surya has shown in T20s what he is capa-
ble of and what sort of game he can bring to Test cricket as well. 

Gill
or Surya?

Rohit says it
will be horses

for courses

Hamilton, Feb 08 (AP):

Harry Brook struck five sixes
in an over on his way to 97
from 71 balls Wednesday as
England scored rapidly on the
first day of a two-day tour
match against a New Zealand
XI. Brook took five sixes from
consecutive balls bowled by
leg-spinner Adi Ashok, finish-
ing with nine sixes and seven
fours as the top-scorer in
England's innings of 465. The

total came from only 69.2
overs at 6.7 runs per over.
Dan Lawrence made 85 from
55 balls and Joe Root 77 from
69 balls as England's batsmen
took full advantage of the pink
ball workout at Seddon Park.
New Zealand fast bowler Kyle
Jamieson, returning from a
back injury, took 3-65 from 15
overs. The first day-night test
between England and New
Zealand begins at Mount
Maunganui on Feb. 16. 

Dubai, Feb 08 (PTI):

The ICC on Wednesday
confirmed that the second
edition of the World Test
Championship (WTC)
Final between the top two
Test-playing nations will
take place at The Oval
from June 7 to 11, with
June 12 as the designated
reserve day.

The South London
venue has hosted over 100
Test matches in its rich
history, and in June will
welcome the top two Test
sides in the ICC World Test
Championship standings,
which will compete for the
ICC WTC Mace following
two years of hard-fought
competition.

The ICC WTC Final is

the pinnacle event in the
Test calendar and is a
week-long celebration of
the longest format of the
game. This Ultimate Test
is the culmination of two
years of intense competi-
tion in the ICC WTC, span-
ning 61 Test matches over
24 series played to date.

While the two compet-
ing nations may not yet be
known, there are a host of
significant fixtures due to
be played in the coming
weeks to determine the fi-
nalists. Australia current-
ly top the standings, with
India in hot pursuit in sec-
ond place, and both the
teams go head-to-head
across a four-Test series
starting in Nagpur on
Thursday. While six teams

in total stand a chance of
qualification, among the
frontrunners to challenge
the top two are Sri Lanka,
who sit third in the stand-
ings and South Africa in
fourth, who take on reign-
ing WTC champions New
Zealand and the West
Indies respectively over
two two-Test series during
February and March.

On the potential of se-
curing their place at the
showpiece event,
Australia skipper Pat
Cummins said, "The
prospect of playing in the
World Test Championship
Final has been a big moti-
vator for us over the last
couple of years, more so
now having missed out on
over rates last time.

Bengaluru, Feb 08 (PTI):

Skipper Mayank
Agarwal scored an unbeat-
en century as he rescued
Karnataka from a poor
start to guide the hosts to
229 for five against
Saurashtra in the Ranji
Trophy semi-final here on
Wednesday.

Sent in to bat,
Karnataka were in some
trouble, losing half their
side for 112 in 40.3 overs.

But opener Agarwal (110
not out) held one end to-
gether and in the company
of wicket-keeper Srinivas
Sharath (58 not out) stead-
ied the innings with an un-
beaten 117-run partner-
ship for the sixth wicket.

Karnataka scored their
runs off 87 overs before
the umpires called stumps
to the opening day's pro-
ceedings. Agarwal's pa-

tient knock came off 246
balls during which he
struck 11 boundaries and a
six, while Sharath faced
143 deliveries during his
unconquered knock and
hit four fours in the
process.

Right-arm medium
pacer Kushang Patel
picked up two wickets,
while Chetan Sakariya
and Prerak Mankad ac-
counted for one Karnataka
batter each. The other
wicket fell to a run out.

Karnataka did not have
the best of starts as they
lost opener Ravikumar
Samarth in the sixth over,
caught by Vishvaraj
Jadeja off the bowling of
Patel. New man in Devdutt
Padikkal didn't last long,
caught by Sheldon
Jackson off Sakariya's
bowling in the opening de-
livery of the ninth over.

Agarwal and Nikin Jose
(18) shared 47 runs for the
next wicket before the lat-
ter nicked a Patel delivery
to Harvik Desai behind
the stumps in the 29th
over. Manish Pandey did-
n't trouble the scorers
much, becoming Mankad's
scalp and overs later
Shreyas Gopal (15) became
the victim of a run out as
Karnataka slumped to 112
for 5. But Agarwal and
Sharath joined hands and
played sensibly without
taking any risks to deny
Saurashtra further in-
roads.

Karnataka post 229/5 against Saurashtra
KKaarrnnaattaakkaa:: 229 for 5 in 87
overs (Mayank Agarwal 110
batting, Srinivas Sharath 58
batting; Kushang Patel
2/64).

Brief Scores

WTC final to be held at The
Oval from June 7 to 11: ICC

Brook stars as England plunders
465 vs. New Zealand XI

New Delhi, Feb 08 (PTI):

Dhruv Kapila was on
Wednesday named as re-
placement for injured
Satwiksairaj Ranikreddy
in the Indian men's dou-
bles squad for the upcom-
ing Badminton Asia Mixed
Team Championships,
slated to be held in Dubai
from February 14-19.
Satwik, who partners
Chirag Shetty in the men's
doubles, sustained a hip in-
jury and has been ruled
out for the event, forcing
the the Badminton
Association of India to
name Kapila as his re-
placement. India will
begin their campaign
against Commonwealth
Games champions
Malaysia in Group B on

February 16. The group
also features hosts UAE
and Kazakhstan.

Thomas Cup heroes
Lakshya Sen and HS
Prannoy will spearhead
the Indian challenge in
men's singles, while two-
time Olympic medallist PV
Sindhu will lead the coun-
try in women's singles. In
the women's doubles, India

have 2022 CWG bronze
medallist duo of Gayatri
Gopichand and Treesa
Jolly, while Ishaan
Bhatnagar and Tanisha
Castro will be the only
entry in mixed doubles.

Seventeen teams, includ-
ing reigning champions
China are divided into four
groups with top-two mak-
ing it to the quarterfinals.

Dhruv Kapila replaces injured
Satwik in Indian badminton team

Asia Mixed
Championships

Dubai, Feb 08 (PTI):

India's Suryakumar
Yadav remained static at
the top spot, while compa-
triot Shubman Gill shot up
to a career-best 30th posi-
tion in the batting chart of
the ICC Men's T20I Player
Rankings released on
Wednesday.

Surya continues to lead
the batting list with 906 rat-
ing points.

Gill achieved a career-
best position after smash-
ing a match-winning cen-
tury against New Zealand
in the third and final ODI
in Ahmedabad recently.

Gill's 126 not out off 63
balls that contributed to
India's huge 168-run victo-
ry and helped the home
team seal the series 2-1, lift-
ed him an incredible 168
slots.

The 23-year-old, who has
now slammed centuries in

all three formats of the
game, is ranked sixth in
ODIs and 62nd in Tests.

Besides, Virat Kohli has
dropped a rung to the 15
position among batters,
while K L Rahul slid two

places (27th) and skipper
Rohit Sharma was further
behind in the 29th spot.

Young left-handed wick-
et-keeper batter Ishan
Kishan has also dropped
three places to 48th.

No Indian bowler, how-
ever, features in the top 10
T20 bowlers list.

But left-arm pacer
Arshdeep Singh moved
eight slots to reach a ca-
reer-best 13th position
after finishing with two for
16 in Ahmedabad.

Bhuvneshwar Kumar
dropped a place to 21st,
while Ravichandran
Ashwin and Axar Patel are
static at 29th and 30th spots
respectively.

All-rounder Hardik
Pandya, who grabbed four
for 16 and smashed a 17-
ball 30, has progressed in
all three lists. He has
moved up from 53rd to 50th
among batters, 66th to 46th
among bowlers and is in
second place among all-
rounders, only a couple of
rating points behind
Bangladesh's Shakib Al
Hassan. Daryl Mitchell has
gained four spots and is in

joint-25th position in the
latest weekly update that
considers performance in
the Ahmedabad match for
T20Is and the final match
of the South Africa-
England series for the ODI
rankings. England captain
Jos Buttler's match-win-
ning 131 in Kimberley has
helped him progress six
places to 20th position
while South Africa fast
bowler Lungi Ngidi has ad-
vanced five places to reach
19th position after finish-
ing with four for 62 in the
high-scoring match.

Dawid Malan (up 31
places to 58th among bat-
ters) and fast bowler Jofra
Archer (up 13 places to
22nd among bowlers) are
other England players to
move up in the ODI rank-
ings. South Africa's
Heinrich Klaasen is up 11
places to 42nd among bat-
ters.

Surya continues to lead ICC T20 batting chart
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Amingaon (Assam), Feb 08 (PTI): 

From student ac-
tivists contributing
to evolution of
democracy in the
country to leading
marginalised com-
munities to enter the
mainstream political
landscape, the im-

portant role of youths in
shaping the future of the
nation was stressed by ex-
perts at Youth 20 Summit
here.

They also underlined
the need to include the
youths from the economi-
cally-weaker sections, who
are left out of the higher
educational institutions,
in chalking out the role of

youth in the country's for-
mation. They were speak-
ing at a panel discussion
on Shared Future: Youth
in Democracy and
Governance' as part of Y20
inception meet here on
Tuesday.

Highlighting the role of
youths in different social
and political movements
of independent India,
Ankur Jyoti Bhuyan, as-
sistant professor at Kumar
Bhaskar Varma Sanskrit
and Ancient Studies, said,
"The young leaders of
these movements had
later emerged as mass po-
litical leaders. Student ac-
tivists have contributed to
how democracy has
emerged in India." He

cited the example of in-
cumbent Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma, who was involved
in student politics him-
self and is among the
top BJP leaders of the
country now.

Stressing on impor-
tance of campus politics,
another panellist
Abhinav Prakash, who
teaches Economics at
the Sri Ram College of
Commerce in Delhi,
said, "Student politics in
colleges and universities
is vital so that we have
leadership ready for the
future."

There might be some
disturbances at times as-
sociated with student

politics, but these have to
be tackled so that the stu-
dents have an early start
with politics, he added.

Temple priest confronts Kumaraswamy
over his ‘anti Brahmin’ remarks

Gokarna (KTK), Feb 08 (PTI): 

Days after his controver-
sial statement that Union
Minister Pralhad Joshi be-
longed to a sect of
Brahmins, which lacks
culture and divides socie-
ty, a temple priest here on
Wednesday confronted
JD(S) leader H D
Kumarswamy, expressing
displeasure over his re-
marks, and urged him to
clarify. Akhila Karnataka
Brahmana Mahasabha
has condemned
Kumaraswamy's "anti
Brahmin" statements and
there are reports about
protests condemning the
JD(S) leaders from various
parts of the state.

Facing criticism from
the community, political

leaders, especially the BJP,
and various sections, the
former Chief Minister
clarified that his state-
ment was misconstrued,
and it was not at all direct-
ed towards Brahmins.

"Your anti Brahmin
statement has very much
hurt us.....please don't be
upset because I'm saying
this. We have regards for
your family....I have earlier
spoken to Deve Gowda
(former PM and
Kumaraswamy's father)
here and felicitated him,
later he went on to become
Chief Minister, Prime
Minister and you too be-
came the Chief Minister,"
the priest told
Kumaraswamy, who visit-
ed the temple.

He said, "We are happy

about your administra-
tion, but your recent com-
ments have hurt us, I urge
you to give a clarification
to it here itself and go."

Kumaraswamy told the
priest that he wants to
make it clear that he is not
anti Brahmin, and did not
speak about the Brahmin
community. and he was re-
ferring to BJP and
Peshwas. "We have great
respect for the Brahmin
community", he said.

Noting that his com-
ments have been misrepre-
sented, he said, "We al-
ways respect the
Brahmins who have the
culture of saying 'Sarve
jana sukhino bhavantu',
and he was referring to
those who had destroyed
Sringeri math."

Thiruvananthapuram, Feb 08 (PTI): 

COVID-19 may have
been viewed and treated
primarily as a respiratory
illness, but it is more sin-
ister and pervasive in its
impact on the human
body as it may affect the
brain thereby accelerate
or trigger neurodegenera-
tive diseases such as
Alzheimer's and
Parkinson's, according to
a doctor.

Describing the pandem-
ic as 'a beast with a thou-
sand heads', Dr Yatish
Agarwal, senior professor,
Vardhman Mahavir
Medical College and
Safdarjung Hospital, New
Delhi, says the effect of
the COVID-19 extends far
beyond the nose, throat,
and lungs and may infect
the brain, the most vital
bodily organ.

Vast clinical studies re-
veal that neurological

complications occur in 36-
84 per cent of COVID-19
patients. Strangely, many
people who experience
neurologic symptoms that
linger after the disease are
less than 50 years old and
were healthy prior to the
infection, he points out in
an exclusive article for
Manorama Yearbook 2023.

Panic attacks, obsessive
compulsive disorder and
depression can occur
among a fair number of
the survivors. These may
also trigger a range of un-
healthy behaviours, such
as excessive alcohol con-
sumption, substance use,
suicidal tendency, delu-
sions and paranoia.

Moderate-to-severe anx-
iety symptoms are com-
mon in the COVID-19 in-
fected, their family mem-
bers and the community.
Substantive evidence now
exists that the multi-vari-
ant coronavirus can affect

the brain function, behav-
iour and intellectual abili-
ties in several ways.

"While some of these ef-
fects are acute, and fade
away in a short time, oth-
ers are long-lasting and
can turn a patient's life
into a bag of misery," says
Dr Agarwal, who is also
Dean, University School
of Medicine and Para
Medical Health Sciences,
Guru Gobind Singh
Indraprastha University.

"Without sounding the
alarm bells too loud, defi-
nite evidence now exists
that it may be a good idea
to stay on watch for
COVID's possible long-
term cognitive conse-
quences. This could have
a telling effect on the indi-
vidual's life and knock off
their thinking, reasoning,
and remembering thus
casting its dark shadow
on their day-to-day func-
tioning," he says.

New Delhi, Feb 08 (PTI): 

The Railway Protection
Force (RPF) has seized nar-
cotic drugs and psychotrop-
ic substances "valued at Rs
4.7 crore" with the arrest of
83 peddlers and traffickers
and rescued 35 boys and 27
girls during a month-long
drive, the ministry said
Wednesday.

The RPF is entrusted
with the responsibility of
security of railway proper-
ty, passenger area, passen-
gers and related matters.
With the railway being the
"preferred" mode of traf-
ficking narcotic drugs and
psychotropic substances

for long distances, the RPF
conducted the month-long
nationwide drive NARCOS.
During this campaign, RPF
"detected 88 cases and re-
covered NDPS valued at Rs.
4.7 crore with the arrest of
83 peddlers/traffickers of
NDPS and also succeeded
in rescuing 35 boys and 27
girls from their clutches
over the last month", the
ministry said.

Railways have out-
sourced many of their
works and services to out-
side agencies and contrac-
tors. This has resulted in
many outsiders working or
operating on railway prem-
ises and in trains.

New Delhi, Feb 08 (PTI) 

Buildings fell like packs
of cards and many people,
rendered homeless by a
devastating 7.8-magnitude
earthquake and several
powerful aftershocks in
Turkiye, died due to freez-
ing temperatures, an an-
guished Kubra Halici said
from Istanbul. An archi-
tectural history scholar,
the Turkish national said,
"Though we were far from
the epicentre, we felt the
shocks."

PTI reached her
through social media, and
she said, "I and my family

members are safe but my
country is torn to pieces."

"Ten provinces have
been affected and we are
seeing only scenes of
death and destruction in
the local and internation-
al media. Houses and
buildings fell like packs of
cards. Several people who
were trapped under the
debris died due to severe
cold, and even many of
those who survived the ca-
tastrophe but were ren-
dered homeless died due
to freezing temperatures,"
Halici said.

The deadly earthquake,
which struck on Monday,

killed thousands of people
and flattened thousands of
buildings in Turkiye and
neighbouring Syria. It
was centred in Turkiye's
southeastern province of
Kahramanmaras and was
felt as far away as Cairo.

Turkiye's death toll has
risen to 6,957, the coun-
try's disaster manage-
ment agency has said,
bringing the overall total
to 9,487, including fatali-
ties reported in neigh-
bouring Syria, since
Monday's earthquake and
multiple aftershocks, ac-
cording to international
media reports. Countries

across the globe are rush-
ing humanitarian aid and
manpower to provide suc-
cour to the people of
Turkiye and Syria.

The 7.8-magnitude
quake and a cascade of
strong aftershocks that
followed ripped through
the region, the deadliest
seismic event in over a
decade, leaving a trail of
death and destruction.
Emotionally moving
footage emerging in
media of rescue workers
pulling out survivors, in-
cluding babies and chil-
dren, out of mountains of
rubble, gave a ray of hope

to people as the two coun-
tries attempt to climb out
of this massive crisis.

"I am safe but I do not
feel fine. Deaths, sick and
injured people in the af-
fected areas and worried
fellow citizens elsewhere
in Turkiye, it's a living
nightmare for us. Many
people we know are not
able to reach out to their
family members as the
powerful 7.8 quake and
the magnitude 7.5 quake
that followed destroyed
our country. We are
touched that many coun-
tries are helping us,"
Halici said.

Rahul Gandhi ‘misled’ LS : Prasad
New Delhi, Feb 08 (PTI): 

BJP member Ravi
Shankar Prasad on
Wednesday accused the
Gandhi family of being in-
volved in corruption, say-
ing those out on bail were
hurling "baseless" accusa-
tions against the
Government.

Speaking in the Lok
Sabha on the Motion of
Thanks on the President's
address, Prasad said
Rahul Gandhi's remarks
on Tuesday were "base-
less, shameful and full of
lies, and came from a feel-
ing of dejection".

On Tuesday, Gandhi had
attacked the Government
over the Hindenburg re-
port, claiming that the me-
teoric rise in Gautam
Adani's fortunes happened
after the BJP came to
power in 2014 as he rose in
the global rich list from
the 609th to the second
spot eventually.

"Those out on bail and

are currently facing trial
(in National Herald case)
are levelling baseless alle-
gations," Prasad said coun-
tering Gandhi.

Gandhi has not been
able to accept the fact that
people had twice elected
Narendra Modi as the
prime minister and will
again do so in 2024, he
said.

He said the Adani group
has also invested in states

of Rajasthan,
Chhattisgarh and Kerala,
which are ruled by non-
BJP parties.

Prasad also countered
the allegations made by
Gandhi regarding Adani's
assets in foreign countries,
saying that even during
the UPA rule, the group
had made overseas invest-
ments.

"Rahul Gandhi has a
problem with the growth

of Indian businesses.
Things have changed
under the Modi
Government. Now busi-
nesses are growing honest-
ly, and commissions and
dealings have stopped.
Hence the Congress party
has a problem," Prasad
said.

The BJP leader from
Bihar said the Congress
rule was marred by cor-
ruption in 2G spectrum al-
location, Commonwealth
Games, besides coal and
Adarsh Housing scams.
They also want weapons
for defence forces to come
from abroad.

"The family which is
deep in corruption is level-
ling allegations against
Modi Government, which
is focussing on develop-
ment," Prasad said, accus-
ing Gandhi of misleading
the House.

Certain remarks made
by Gandhi in the House on
Tuesday were expunged
from the records.
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Supporters of JK All Alliance Democratic Party (JKAADP) raise slogans during a protest against the eviction
drive across Jammu and Kashmir, in Srinagar, Wednesday. 

PROTEST AGAINST EVICTION DRIVE

Vehicles stuck in a traffic jam due to diversions in traffic movement in preparation of the upcoming Formula
E race, in Hyderabad, Wednesday.

TRAFFIC JAM

Ravi Shankar Prasad

Couple held for torture,
sexual assault of minor

domestic help
Gurugram, Feb 08 (PTI): A
couple was arrested on
Wednesday for allegedly tor-
turing and sexually assault-
ing a 14-year-old girl who
worked for them as a domes-
tic help, police said. A joint
team of police and Sakhi, a
one-stop crisis centre, on
Tuesday rescued a 14-year-
old girl hired by the couple to
care for their child. Several
injuries were found on her
hands, feet and mouth, they
said. According to the com-
plaint filed by Pinky Malik,
the Sakhi centre in-charge,
the girl from Ranchi
(Jharkhand) was hired
through a placement agency.
The couple made her work
and also beat her mercilessly
daily. Along with not letting
her sleep the whole night,
they also didn't give her any
food. Her mouth was com-
pletely swollen while injury
marks were found every-
where on her body, Malik al-
leged. The girl has been ad-
mitted to a hospital in criti-
cal condition. She is still
being treated in hospital, po-
lice said.

SPL ANTI-NARCOTICS DRIVE

RPF arrests 83 drug 
peddlers and traffickers 

TURKISH NATIONAL ON QUAKE AFTERMATH

‘Many people died because of freezing 
cold, living nightmare in my country’

‘COVID-19 may affect brain, 
trigger neurological problems’

'Youths need to take leadership
roles from student days
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New Delhi, Feb 08 (PTI):

The actual COVID-
19 infections in India

may be around 17 times
higher than the official fig-
ure, a study led by re-
searchers at Banaras
Hindu University (BHU)
suggests.

According to govern-
ment data, nearly 4.5 crore
people in India have been
infected with COVID-19 so
far. However, the study
published in the
International Journal of
Infectious Diseases (IJID)
estimated that the actual
coronavirus cases in the
country may be between
58 to 98 crores.

The research "has
shown that the actual co-
rona infection in India
was at least 17 times high-
er," according to a state-
ment by BHU.

"The discrepancy ob-
served in our study is due
to the overwhelming num-

ber of asymptomatic peo-
ple, which was several-fold
higher than the true offi-
cial infection," said BHU
geneticist Professor
Gyaneshwer Chaubey.

"Asymptomatic cases
were more inclined to-
wards the younger popula-
tion," Chaubey, who led
the study, told PTI.

The study involved 88

scientists from 34 research
institutes across the coun-
try. The team conducted
serosurvey (antibody test-
ing) among 2,301 individu-
als in urban areas of four-
teen Indian districts in six
states during the month of
September-December 2020.

The most striking as-
pect of this study was that
a large proportion of the

Indian population was
asymptomatic for COVID
infection and the age
group 26-35 had the maxi-
mum number of asympto-
matic people, the re-
searchers said. Antibody
tests in people after any
coronavirus wave accu-
rately assesses the actual
infection, they said.

The team conducted the
research among a large
number of people -- street
vendors -- living in urban
areas from fourteen
Indian districts who are
most at risk of corona in-
fection. "For the first time,
we have used a novel ap-
proach to estimate the fre-
quency of people infected
in a certain geographical
region," said BHU's
Prajjval Pratap Singh, the
study's first author.

Samples were taken of
only those people who self-
reported that they never
had any Covid symptoms
or positive RT PCR test.

Stuck 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Ten Indians are
stuck in remote parts of
earthquake-hit Turkiye but
they are safe while one cit-
izen is missing, the
Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) said on Wednesday.
Secretary (West) in the
MEA Sanjay Verma said
the Indians in Turkiye are
relatively safe. 

Suicide
KKoottaa:: A Class 12 student
allegedly killed himself by
hanging in the Nainwan
town of Rajasthan's Bundi
district, police said on
Wednesday. The 18-year-
old was scheduled to
appear for a practical
examination at his school
on Wednesday. When he
did not turn up, his class-
mates reached his rented
room and found him hang-
ing from the ceiling fan.

Bust 
NNaaggppuurr:: Police have bust-
ed a sex racket being
operated from a hotel in
Nagpur city of
Maharashtra and rescued
two women while a man
was arrested, an official
said on Wednesday. A
team of Social Services
Branch of the city police
recently raided a hotel
located in Narendra
Nagar after sending a
decoy customer.

Recover
MMuummbbaaii:: Days after a
doctor from Thane dis-
trict of Maharashtra for-
got a bag containing jew-
ellery worth Rs 23.50 lakh
on an express train, the
Government Railway
Police (GRP) recovered it
from the house of a man
in Ahmedabad, an official
said on Wednesday.
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Bollywood actors Sidharth
Malhotra and Kiara Advani 

during their wedding ceremony,
at Suryagarh Palace 

in Jaisalmer.
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Mumbai, Feb 08 (PTI): 

The Reserve Bank of
India slowed the pace of in-
terest-rate increases for the
second straight time when
it on Wednesday expectedly
hiked borrowing costs by
25 basis points while keep-
ing the door open for more
hikes as core inflation re-
mained high.

The move to raise the
rate will make loans -- in-
cluding housing and auto --
and corporate credit expen-
sive.

The RBI's six-member
Monetary Policy
Committee voted 4-2 to
raise the benchmark repur-
chase or repo rate to 6.50
per cent and retain its
stance of withdrawing ac-

commodation, which was
adopted early last year.

This is the sixth straight
increase in interest rates
since May last year, and the
cumulative hike now totals
250 bps.

The RBI raised interest
rates by 35 bps in December

2022. Rates were hiked by 40
bps in May and 50 basis
points each in June, August
and September.

While the headline infla-
tion print has seen a down-
ward trajectory and has re-
mained below the upper
limit of 6 per cent in
November and December
2022, the MPC continues to
have concerns about the
core inflation, which has
stayed above 6 per cent for
the past 15 months.

"The stickiness of core or
underlying inflation is a
matter of concern. We need
to see a decisive modera-
tion in inflation. We have to
remain unwavering in our
commitment to bring down
CPI headline inflation,"
RBI Governor Shaktikanta

Das said while announcing
the committee's decision.

Adjusted for inflation,
the policy rate still trails its
pre-pandemic levels, Das
said, adding liquidity re-
mains in surplus.

On the growth front, the
RBI projected GDP growth
at 6.4 per cent for the fiscal
starting April 1 (2023-24),
down from 7 per cent in the
current year. It also be-
lieves that the global
growth environment has
slightly improved, with the
latest global data indicating
higher prospects of a soft
landing.

Das said the Indian econ-
omy remains resilient in
the face of considerable un-
certainties on global com-
modity prices.

Dhamtari, Feb 08: 

Police have arrested four
"supporters" of Naxalites
from Dhamtari district and
recovered from them 12
walkie-talkies, some Naxal
uniforms and other items
which were to be supplied to
the cadres, officials said on
Wednesday.

After the arrest on
Tuesday, the accused told
the police that they used to
work for Naxalites and at-
tend their meetings. They
would also extort money
from traders and contrac-

tors and hand it over to
Naxalites and spread their
ideology in rural areas, an
official said. The accused
also delivered ration, daily
use material and other es-
sential items to Naxal
cadres, he said. The arrested
persons also told the police
that they "purchase walkie-
talkies through online plat-
form Flipkart and other es-
sential items and send them
to Naxalites," a police re-
lease said. A joint team of
Dhamtari and Gariaband
police launched a search op-
eration on Tuesday follow-
ing a tip-off that some goods
were brought by locals for
supplying to Naxalites, an
official said.

New Delhi, Feb 08 (PTI) 

The Centre has clarified in the
Supreme Court that the surro-
gacy law says a surrogate
mother may not be genetical-
ly related to the child born
through the process.
It has told the apex court that
a provision of the Surrogacy
Act prescribes that no woman
shall act as a surrogate moth-
er by providing her own
gametes.
"However, the child to be
born through surrogacy must
be genetically related to the
intending couple or intending
woman (widow or divorcee),"
the Centre has submitted
before the court.
"It means that the child to be
born through surrogacy to the
intending couple should be
formed of gametes of the
intending couple themselves -
- sperms from the father and
oocytes from the mother," it
said. A bench headed by
Justice Ajay Rastogi is hear-
ing a batch of pleas, including

one that has challenged cer-
tain provisions of the
Surrogacy (Regulation) Act,
2021 and the Assisted
Reproductive Technology
(Regulation) Act, 2021, claim-
ing that these provisions
directly infringe upon the
right to privacy and are
against the reproductive
rights of women.
In its submissions before the
top court, the Centre said
through a notification issued
in May last year, it had
formed the National Assisted
Reproductive Technology and
Surrogacy Board under sec-
tion 17 of the Surrogacy Act
and section 3 of the ART Act.
It said under section 25 of the
Surrogacy Act, the board has
the power to advise the
Centre on policy matters
relating to assisted reproduc-
tive technology and surrogacy
and for supervising the func-
tioning of various bodies con-
stituted under the two
statutes, including the state
boards.

New Delhi, Feb 08 (PTI) 
Amid a row over
her using an
expletive inside
Parliament, TMC
MP Mahua
Moitra remained
defiant on
Wednesday cit-

ing past instances of BJP lead-
ers using objectionable words
in the House and said she
called "an apple, an apple".
Soon after Moitra concluded
her speech during the debate
on the 'Motion of Thanks to the
President's Address' in Lok
Sabha on Tuesday, there were
angry exchanges between
Trinamool Congress (TMC) and
BJP members. Moitra was
heard using an objectionable
word to which the Chair object-
ed and urged members to avoid
cuss words. Asked about the
incident, Moitra, without nam-
ing anyone, said,"this is a gen-
tleman who called farmers
pimps...The minister for urban
development Hardeep Singh
Puri in Rajya Sabha called Dr
Santanu Sen an absolutely
offensive term. This is not the
first time that on record exple-
tives or harsh words have been
used in Parliament."

HOME, AUTO LOANS TO BE EXPENSIVE

RBI hikes lending rate by 25 bps

RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das
during a press conference, in

Mumbai, Wednesday.

Leopard strays into
court complex

Ghaziabad (UP), Feb 08 (PTI):
A leopard strayed into the
court complex under the
Kavinagar police station area
here on Wednesday afternoon
and injured six people, police
said. "Around six people have
sustained injuries after being
attacked by the animal, which
is still on the court premises,"
Assistant Commissioner of
Police Abhishek Srivastav said.
A joint operation of police and
the forest department is
underway to rescue the leop-
ard, he said.
According to police officials,
the court premises were
vacated after news of the ani-
mal's presence spread.
"Teams of the forest depart-
ment and local police reached
the complex and assisted
some people who were stuck
inside," Srivastav said, adding
that the injured have been
hospitalised.

New Delhi, Feb 08 (PTI) 

In a stinging attack on
the Opposition, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
on Wednesday said the
trust reposed by crores of
people was his protective
shield which cannot be
breached by abuse and alle-
gations from his detractors.

Replying to the debate on
the Motion of Thanks on
the President's Address in
Lok Sabha, Modi said the
world was looking at India
with hope amid instability
in some parts of the globe
due to the once-in-a-centu-
ry pandemic and conflicts.
"But some people who are
neck deep in frustration re-
fuse to accept India's
growth story. They cannot
see the achievements of 140
crore Indians," Modi said,
targeting the Opposition.

The prime minister said
people know Modi has
come to their help in times
of crisis. "How will they
agree with your abuses and
allegations," he told the
Opposition.

"People trust in Modi not
due to newspaper head-
lines or TV visuals but due
to my years of dedication
in the service of the peo-
ple," Modi said.

BJP members broke into
chants of Modi, Modi' as
the prime minister listed
out the public welfare ini-
tiatives of his government.
Opposition members
raised the slogan of Adani,
Adani' to counter the BJP
members.

‘Trust of people my shield
against Oppn abuse’

PM Narendra Modi replies to
the Motion of Thanks on the

President's address in the
Lok Sabha during Budget
Session of Parliament, in
New Delhi, Wednesday.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Wednesday read out cou-
plets of Hindi satirist Kaka
Hathrasi and poet Dushyant
Kumar to target the
Opposition, including Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi, in Lok
Sabha. Responding to a debate
on the Motion of Thanks on
the President's Address in the
lower house of Parliament,
Modi said the world was look-
ing at India with hope amid
instability in some parts of the
globe due to the once-in-a-
century pandemic and con-
flicts. "But some people who
are neck deep in frustration
refuse to accept India's growth
story. They cannot see the
achievements of 140 crore
Indians," Modi said, targeting
the Opposition.

‘Couplets of satirist
Kaka Hathrasi, poet
Dushyant Kumar to

hit out at Oppn’Four ‘supporters’ of Naxalites held
12 walkie-talkies,
other supplies seized A joint team of Dhamtari and

Gariaband police launched a
search operation on Tuesday
following a tip-off that some
goods were brought by
locals for supplying to
Naxalites. Based on the
information, the police
apprehended one of the
accused, Tamradhwaj Sahu
alias Rinku, from Bhothali
village when he was on his
way to deliver the essential
items to Naxalites. The
police seized 12 walkie-
talkies, Naxal uniforms, liter-
ature, pamphlets, banners,
mobile phones, a motorcycle
and other items from them.

About the arrest
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The team conducted the research among a large number of peo-
ple -- street vendors -- living in urban areas from fourteen Indian
districts who are most at risk of corona infection. "For the first
time, we have used a novel approach to estimate the frequency
of people infected in a certain geographical region," said BHU's
Prajjval Pratap Singh, the study's first author. Samples were
taken of only those people who self-reported that they never
had any Covid symptoms or positive RT PCR test. The minimum
proportion of antibody-positive people was observed in Raipur
district of Chhattisgarh (2 per cent), while the maximum propor-
tion of antibody-positive persons was found in Ghazipur district
(47 per cent) of Uttar Pradesh. The research also revealed that
the cases reported by the government were several times lower
than the actual incidence of infection.

‘Only 2% of antibody-positive people was
observed in Raipur district’

‘Called an 
apple, an apple’

CENTRE TO SC

‘Surrogate mother is
not related to child’

Bhadohi, Feb 08: 

Uttar Pradesh
Deputy Chief
Minister Brajesh
Pathak made a big
statement about the
demand to change
the name of
Lucknow and said
that it is well known that it
was the city of Lakshman.

In Bhadohi, the deputy
CM held a review meeting
regarding the progress of
various schemes and devel-
opment works.

Later, he also unveiled a
statue of former Prime
Minister Atal Bihari

Vajpayee in Suriyava. On
this occasion,
Pathak referred to
the demand of BJP
MP Sangam Lal
Gupta to change the
name of Lucknow.

He said that
everyone knows
that Lucknow was

the city of Lakshman.
"There will be further talks
about the change of name."

BJP MP Sangam Lal
Gupta on Tuesday urged
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah to change the
name of Uttar Pradesh's
capital city to 'Lakhanpur
or Lakshmanpur'.

Lucknow to be renamed to
‘Lakshman Nagari’: Pathak



Geeta Sarkar

BBhhiillaaii::  Sector 1, Street
32 resident Geeta
Sarkar left for heavenly
abode at the age of 76
years. Last rites of the
mortal remains were
performed at Ramnagar
Muktidham. She was
the wife of retired BSP
officer DK Sarkar;
mother of Saumen
Sarkar, Prof Sauren
Sarkar and Tapsi Sarkar
and mother-in-law of
Prof Madhumita Sarkar.

OBITUARYMaha Shivratri celebration
at Skandhashram from

February 15
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 08:
Skandashram is celebrat-
ing 14th year of Maha
Shivaratri by organising
Maha Rudram between
February 15-19, 2023.
Maha Rudram is a unique
ritual to offer prayers to
the "Almighty"
Parabrahmam Lord
Shiva. The rituals are to
be performed by a team of
Vedic scholars led by  V
Bhagyaraj Sastrigal of
Salem (Tamil Nadu).

On first day the morn-
ing rituals include
Ganapathy Pooja,
M a h a s a n g a l p a m ,
Anugnai & Mahanyasam
while in the evening
Krama Archanai &
Deeparadhanai would be
held. On February 16
morning the ritual
Mahanyasam will be per-
formed which will be fol-
lowed by Shri Rudra
Japam, Abhishekam &

Deeparadhanai and in the
evening Krama Archanai
& Deeparadhanai will be
organised. On February 17
the morning rituals in-
clude Mahanyasam Rudra
Japam, Abhishekam &
Deeparadhanai while in
the evening Krama
Archanai &
Deeparadhanai. On
February 18
Mahanyasam, Shri Rudra
Japam, Abhishekam &

Deeparadhanai and
again in the evening from
19:00 hrs Shri Rudra
Japam, Abhishekam &
Deeparadhanai and again
from 21:30 hrs Shri Rudra
Japam, Abhishekam &
Deeparadhanai. On the
final day, February 19 ritu-
als would include Shri
Rudra Japam,
Abhishekam &
Deeparadhanai and end
with Havan, Khalasa
Abhishekam for Lord
Shiva & Maha
Deeparadhanai.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 08: A 3 day
long Vikram Sarabhai
Space Exhibition (VSSE)
was organised by Space
Applications Centre, ISRO
Ahmedabad at the premises
of Sanjay Rungta Group of
Institutions, from February
06-08, 2023. The major high-
lights of the exhibition was
Launching Vehicle Models,
Remote Sensing Satellites,
Satellite Systems,
Chandrayaan, Mars Orbital
Mission, Satellite Images
and Applications, Various
Space Models, Power Point
Presentation and Rocket
Launching System.

Inauguration ceremony
started on February 06,
Chief Guest Dr Abhishek
Pallav, SP Durg enlightened
the lamp. He said that pa-
tience is the key to success
for good research. He also
briefed the gathering that
science should be used for

creativity and not for de-
struction and we should
make small changes to pro-
tect the environment and
need to take initiative to
clean up. He said that there
is a strong need of good ed-
ucation to make India stand
first in the 21st century. NJ
Bhatt, Senior Scientist and
Head of VSSE shared his
views on the research envi-

ronment at ISRO. He also
said that there is a vast re-
search opportunity in re-
mote sensing applications.
Paresh Sarvaiya, Scientist
SF, Dr SP Vyas, Head SRTD
and Rachna Patnaik, Head
LKMD interacted with the
students and shared their
views on the satellite sys-
tem and its applications.

Sanjay Rungta,

Chairman, Dr Saket
Rungta, Director, NJ Bhatt,
Senior Scientist &
President, VSSE, Paresh
Sarvaiya, Scientist SF, Dr
SP Vyas, Head SRTD,
Rachna Patnaik, Head
LKMD, Dr T Rama Rao,
Director Academics SRGI,
Mohd Shajid Ansari,
Assistant Director SRGI
and Surendra Pandey,

District Mission
Coordinator, Education
Department Durg,
Principals and Deans of
various institutions,
Principals and teachers of
invited schools attended the
inauguration ceremony.
During this 3 day exhibi-
tion, more than 100 CBSE
and CG Board school stu-
dents visited this exhibi-
tion.

Sanjay Rungta,
Chairman said that organ-
ising such exhibition is
beneficial for the students
and inculcates interest in
science among them. He ex-
pressed his gratitude to-
wards the scientists from
ISRO. Dr Saket Rungta,
Director informed that
SRGI is organising this ex-
hibition for the third time
but this time it is a different
kind of exhibition as for the
very first time ISRO has dis-
played the models in 
mobile van.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 08: Protesting
against the alleged attack
on tribals by converted peo-
ple in Narayanpur and bi-
ased working of the
District Administration
and State Government,
Sarva Hindu Samaj staged
Satyagraha at Old Bus
Stand in Durg on Tuesday.
Enlightened people, women
and youth raised their
voice against religious con-
version. Social leaders ex-
pressed their views against
religious conversion.

The demonstrators al-

leged that instead of taking
action against the culprits,
a police FIR was registered
against innocent tribals.
Later, a memorandum was
handed over to the officials
of district administration.
They demanded strict ac-
tion against those who cre-
ate false stories of miracles
and temptations by mis-
sionaries in prayer meet-
ings. They also demanded
strict action against the
culprits who perpetrated
violence in Narayanpur
and unconditional release
of innocent tribal villagers

Sarva Samaj Chief

Kaushalendra Pratap
Singh said that a converted
Christian family was will-
ing to perform the last rites
of a deceased family mem-
ber according to Hindu cus-
toms in Narayanpur.

When the people
Christian community came
to know about it, they gath-
ered and attacked the vil-
lage. During this violence,
the police remained silent
and when the tribal vil-
lagers tried to contact the
district administration, an-
other violent incident took
place on the instigation of
the administration. Later,

the police took action
against the innocent trib-
als, he alleged.

As a representative of
Brahmin society, Prem
Prakash Pandey said that
the nation will be strong if
the Sanatan culture is
strong, that's why conver-
sion is being used to mis-
lead the Sanatanis as con-
version is the first step to
national conversion.
Religion was also the basis
of the partition of the
country in 1947. He said
that it is everyone's consti-
tutional right to propagate
religion, but no one has the

right to convert under the
guise of preaching religion.
Such disruptive elements
are getting the protection of
the state government.

When a top cop made cor-
respondence with the state
government about the on-
going religious conversions
in tribal areas, this honest
officer was deliberately
punished and sidelined.
Prem Prakash Pandey said
that the Chief Minister of
the state is trying to woo
people by posing as a fake
devotee of Ram, while on
the other hand, his minis-
ters are making tribals

fight with tribals.
As a representative of

the Sahu Samaj, Dr
Dayaram Sahu said that
the Sahu Samaj is also suf-
fering from conversion.
They are being converted
by playing emotional
games. Narrating the latest
developments, Dr Sahu
said that in the past, at-
tempts were made to con-
vert the girls of Sahu
Samaj by calling them on
the pretext of free tuition
and making them pray.
Conversion is a big threat
to the identity and culture
of Chhattisgarh.

Women National
President of Sarv Kurmi
Samaj Lata Rishi
Chandrakar; Dr
Devnarayan Tandi, repre-
sentative of Utkal Samaj;
Rajesh Tamarkar from
Tamer Samaj; Chetan
Dewangan from Devangan
Samaj; Madan Sen from
Sen Samaj, Santosh
Markandey and Dwarka
Chandravanshi from
Satnami Samaj, Paras
Janghel and Surendra
Kaushik from Lodhi Samaj,
Anil Gurhar from Gurjar
Samaj, Anil Gurjar,
Kanhaiyya Lahiri from

Mehar Samaj and represen-
tatives of tribals Tulsi
Dhruv, Raju Netam;
Manish Vaishnav from
Vaishnav Samaj, Sharda
Gupta from Kasaudhan
Vaishya Gupta Samaj,
Amar Surana from Jain
Samaj, Sher Singh,
Subhash Panchal from
Haryanvi Samaj,
Kumbhkar Samaj, Sikh
Samaj and heads of differ-
ent Samajs were present.
Brijesh Bichpuria,
Jitendra Verma,
Prabhunath Mishra, Lalit
Chandrakar and others
were also present.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 08: Mansa
College of Education re-
cently celebrated its annual
function in a grand man-
ner. SP Dr Abhishek
Pallava graced the function
as Chief Guest while Dr
Prashant Srivastava and Dr
PK Srivastava (Dean, Durg
University) were present as
special guests. The pro-
gramme began with lamp
lighting, Saraswati
Vandana and recital of
Raajgeet. S Manmad Rao
delivered the welcome ad-
dress. Sanjeev Saxena
(Director, Mansa College of
Education) also addressed
the gathering.

Principal Prof Smita
Saxena presented the annu-
al report. The gathering
paid tributes to Late BS
Saxena, Chairman of the
institution. The students of
BEd, BPEd and MEd staged
cultural performances in-
cluding the traditional

Chhattisgarhi dance,
Bhagra, Lavni, etc. BPEd
students also presented
aerobics and yoga.
Meritorious students and
winners of various sports
and cultural events were fe-
licitated with certificates,
medals and trophies.

In his address, Dr
Abhishek Pallava high-
lighted the importance of
teachers in society. He said
that a society cannot
progress without giving re-
spect to the teachers. He as-
serted that the quality in
education is of paramount
importance. A teacher

must include hard skills
along with soft skills in the
style of teaching. He em-
phasised on understanding
the psychology of children.
They should not be as-
sessed merely on the basis
of marks scored but their
behaviour and approach
should also be considered.
He suggested the students
to work hard and stay away
from narcotics and other
intoxicants. He further
asked the students to spend
limited time on social
media. Dr Prashant
Srivastava paid tributes to
Late BS Saxena and appre-

ciated the event. Sharing
his experiences, he asked
the students to give respect
to everyone as they have
some or the other talent. In
his presidential speech,
Sanjeev Saxena informed
how the institution was
opened and the branches of
ITI, Polytechnic and
College were established.
He said that the students
have made the institution
proud in different sectors.

Assistant professor
Sushma Kole and BEd stu-
dents Astha, Pratichi,
Anjali and Kaushal con-
ducted the programme.
Poornam Sahu, Namrata
Pandey, Dr Pushpa Sharma,
Dr Sangita Srivastava,
Sapna Chaurasia, Mamta
Patle, Rekha, Rajni Pagar,
Pushpita Dasgupta and
Sudipta Nandi made appre-
ciable efforts in making the
programme a grand suc-
cess. Dr Namita Gauraha
proposed the vote of
thanks.

DAV Hudco student Priyansh 
Bhaduri brings laurels to town 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 08: Priyansh
Bhaduri, an upcoming
shining star of DAV Public
School Hudco, has once
again brought laurels to
the school. He participated
in 30th edition of National
Children's Science
Congress held at Gujarat
Science City, Ahmedabad
which took place from
January 27 to January 31,
2023. The number of scien-
tific projects totalled in the
congress was 636 projects
from each state, union ter-
ritories and 4 Gulf coun-
tries Bahrain, UAE, Saudi
Arabia and Qatar. He rep-
resented the state of
Chhattisgarh as the first
place winner from the
State level competition. He
stood 2nd in the District
level competition and
stood 1st position in state
level competition. After 4

days of continuous pres-
entation on valedictory, he
was awarded the "The
Most Valuable Child
Scientist of Chhattisgarh".
He was given an 'A' grade
citation certificate which
was also a big achieve-
ment for state as it the first
time in the NCSC's history

in 30 years that a child sci-
entist from Chhattisgarh
has achieved A grade cita-
tion.

Speaking about his
achievements he said, he
believes that DAV school
being his second home has
assisted him with its end-
less facilities, opportuni-
ties and most importantly
with kind hearted and
generous facilitators who
never gave a second
thought in helping him in
all possible ways.

The aim of DAV institu-
tions is to inculcate in the
students a thirst for
knowledge, sincerity to-
wards their work, honesty,
patriotic devour and hu-
manism. It also works
with the mission to pro-
vide a secure environment
to the students and nur-
tures them to become suc-
cessful in their future
prospects.

Mor Makaan Mor Chinhari makes
dreams of 307 families come true

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 08: The long
wait of the 307 families of
having their own pukka
house is over now. Houses
were allotted to 307 benefi-
ciaries through a lottery
system in Bhilai on
Tuesday. Mayor Neeraj Pal
remained present
throughout the lottery
process. He congratulated
the beneficiaries on get-
ting the houses allotted.

Satisfaction and happi-
ness were clearly visible
on the faces of the benefici-
aries. In the lottery, priori-
ty was given to the dis-
abled and senior citizens.
Divyangs and senior citi-
zens were allotted accom-
modation on the ground
floor on the basis of priori-
ty and under the rules of
the government.

The beneficiaries
thanked the Bhilai
Municipal Corporation,
government and adminis-
tration. It is worth men-
tioning that the eligible
beneficiaries of Mor
Makan Mor Chinhari, who
had deposited the propor-
tionate contribution
amount, were included in
the lottery.

Mayor Neeraj Pal and

Corporation Commissio-
ner Rohit Vyas had given
instructions to complete
its process expeditiously.
In this sequence, 307 bene-
ficiaries were allotted
houses through the lottery.
Mayor Neeraj Pal said that
it is everyone's dream to
have their own pucca
house.

There was a lot of enthu-
siasm among the people

even before the allotment
of houses. People have got
houses under Mor Makan
Mor Chinhari scheme at
Amrapali Housing Board,
Behind Surya Vihar,
Milestone, Near Krishna
Engineering, Green Valley,
Avinash Metro etc.

The process of housing
allotment will also be done
soon for the eligible people
under Mor Makan - Mor

Aas. Sub-Divisional
Officer Jageshwar
Kaushal, Speaker Girwar
Bunty Sahu, MiC member
Siju Anthony, Rita Singh
Gera, Zone President
Bhupendra Yadav,
Superintending Engineer
and Nodal Officer Deepak
Joshi, Executive Engineer
DK Verma, Vidyadhar
Dewangan and others
were present.
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Quality of education is of 
paramount importance: Dr Pallava

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 08: SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant's JLN
Hospital & Research
Centre will host a pre-
Conference Parallel
Workshop on Basic Life
Support (BLS) & Non-
Invasive Hemodynamic
Monitoring on February
09, 2023 at Bhilai
M a n a g e m e n t
Development Centre
(BMDC). The workshop is
being organised as a prel-
ude to All India Steel
Medical Officers
Conference 2023 that is
being hosted in Bhilai. All
India Steel Medical
Officer Conference 2023,
and this workshop is
being organised under the
able guidance and leader-
ship of CMO Incharge Dr
M Ravindranath.

The workshop is de-
signed for healthcare pro-
fessionals, including nurs-
es, doctors, and para-
medics, who are interest-

ed in gaining a deeper un-
derstanding of BLS and
N o n - I n v a s i v e
H e m o d y n a m i c
Monitoring. The work-
shop will be led by experi-
enced and knowledgeable
instructors who will pro-
vide participants with
hands-on training and
practical skills that they
can immediately put to
use. The workshop will
cover the fundamentals of
BLS, including cardiopul-
monary resuscitation
(CPR) and the use of auto-
matic external defibrilla-
tors (AEDs).

Three experienced doc-
tors from Tata Memorial

Hospital (TMH), Mumbai
have been invited to ad-
dress the workshop on the
topic of Hemodynamic
Monitoring. Dr Jigeeshu
Divatia, Professor and
Head, Dept of
Anaesthesiology at TMH,
Mumbai has to his credit
over 180 publications with
H e m o d y n a m i c s ,
Ventilation & ICU organi-
sation as his areas of in-
terest. Dr Shipusp J
Bhosale who will also
speak on Hemodynamic
Monitoring is Professor in
Division of Critical Care,
Dept of Anaesthesiology,
Critical Care & Pain at
TMH, Mumbai. Paediatric

Intensive Care,
Hemodynamics and
Ultrasound are his special
areas of interest. Dr Amol
Kothekar is Professor in
Division of Critical Care,
Dept of Anaesthesiology
at TMH, Mumbai.
Hemodynamics &
Ultrasound are his special
areas of interest.

Additionally, partici-
pants will learn about the
principles of Non-Invasive
H e m o d y n a m i c
Monitoring and how to use
different monitoring de-
vices to measure and mon-
itor various parameters,
such as blood pressure and
cardiac output, without in-
vasive procedures. The
workshop is designed to be
interactive and will offer
ample opportunities for
participants to ask ques-
tions and engage in discus-
sions with the trainers.
Participants will receive
certificates of completion
upon finishing the 
workshop.

BLS & Non-Invasive Hemodynamic
Monitoring workshop at JLN Hospital today

Dr JV Divatia Dr SJ Bhosle Dr Amol Kotekar 

Sarva Hindu Samaj stages Satyagraha against religious conversion

Vikram Sarabhai Space 
Exhibition organised at SRGI
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Raipur, Feb 08: Chief
Minister Mr. Bhupesh
Baghel attended the gold-
en jubilee celebrations of
Raipur Archdiocese at
Catholic Church located in
Amlidih, Raipur on
Wednesday. Addressing
the ceremony, the Chief
Minister said that the
work done by the
Christian community in
the field of education,
health and service to hu-
manity is commendable
and has no match. When
there was a lack of educa-
tional institutions, the
Christian community
opened schools and hos-
tels. Promoted education
in rural and forest areas.
The Christian community
also took the works of
service in the field of edu-

cation and health to such
places where it was diffi-
cult for the people to
reach.

Mr. Baghel said that
even during the global
pandemic Corona, the
Christian community
served humanity with
alacrity. When people used
to hesitate even to touch
leprosy victims, they
worked for leprosy pa-
tients. For the treatment of
leprosy patients, the com-
munity opened hospitals
and dispensaries at many
places including
Abhanpur, Baitalpur.

The Chief Minister said
that the Christian commu-
nity has an old relation
with Chhattisgarh. This
community is carrying
forward the teachings of
mercy, compassion, serv-
ice, forgiveness, love, sacri-

fice of Lord Jesus and
Saint Mother Mary. The
Chief Minister extended a
hearty welcome to the
Cardinals, Arch Bishops,
Fathers, Sisters and peo-
ple of the community
present at the Golden
Jubilee celebrations in-
cluding Mr. Leopoldo
Girelli, Vatican
Ambassador to India and
Nepal specially present on
the occasion. Before this,
the guests including
Vatican Ambassador Mr.
Leopoldo Girelli and Chief
Minister Mr. Bhupesh
Baghel inaugurated the
ceremony by lighting the
lamp. The Chief Minister
also released a souvenir
published on the occasion
of the Golden Jubilee cele-
brations. The
Ambassador of the
Vatican, Mr. Leopoldo

Girelli, extended greet-
ings and best wishes to
Pope Francis and on his
behalf to all the people on
the occasion of the Golden
Jubilee celebrations of the
Raipur Archdiocese. MLA
Mr. Satyanarayan Sharma
said that this community
has been serving the socie-
ty with the spirit of com-
passion, kindness, affec-
tion and benevolence.
Education and public
health have always been
their objectives. The
General Secretary of the
Catholic Bishops’ Council
of India, Mr. Anil Kuto
and Cardinal of
Hyderabad, Mr. Anthony
Pulla also addressed the
event. The welcome
speech was given by the
Archbishop of
Chhattisgarh Mr. Victor
Henry Thakur.

‘Works done by Christian 
community commendable’

Towards education,
health and service
to humanity

Chief Minister 
participates in the
golden jubilee 
celebrations of
Raipur Archdiocese

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Feb 08: In a key
reshuffle among postings
of Indian Police Services
(IPS) Officers, the 2012
batch IPS officer Rajesh
Kukreja posted as
Superintendent of Police
(SP) Sarangarh-Bilaigarh
District has been shifted
to First Chhattisgarh
Armed Police Force
(CAPF) as Commandant
whereas Korba Battalion

Commandant Ashutosh
Singh has been given the
responsibility of SP
Sarangarh-Bilaigarh
District.

Similarly, the Deputy
Inspector General of
Police (DIG) Parul
Mathur has been shifted
to Sarguja at the CAPF
Range as DIG within just
10 days after being given
posting at Anti
Corruption Bureau
(ACB) Raipur. In a fresh
posting order issued here
from the Home Ministry,
SP Chief Minister (CM)
Security Raipur Prakhar
Pandey has been posted
as DIG ACB Raipur head-
quarters.

Ashutosh Singh posted as new SP Sarangarh-Bilaigarh
Prakhar Pandey
shifted from CM
Security to ACB
headquarters RRaaiippuurr::  In a significant devel-

opment, the state govern-
ment on Wednesday entrust-
ed the retired IAS Officer
Niranjan Das with the respon-
sibility of Excise
Commissioner within just 7
days after he was given
Contractual Appointment as
Secretary Electronics &
Information Technology on
post retirement.

Das who retired on January
31 was posted in Excise
Department. As per the fresh
posting order issued here by

General Administration
Department (GAD), the for-
mer IAS Officer Das has been
given the additional responsi-
bility of Excise Commissioner
as well as additional respon-
sibility of Managing Director
of Chhattisgarh Bewarages
Corporation and MD of Civil
Supplies Corporation. He
would also continue as
Secretary Commercial Tax
which means that all key
portfolios, he was holding
prior to the retirement, has
been given again.

Niranjan posted as Excise
Commissioner again

RAY OF HOPE

What an irony when a girl from a poor family is made to sell a rose to a couple on occasion week-long Valentine
Day celebrations near Marine Drive area, just to earn some revenue and have a day’s meal !

Raipur, Feb 08:
Bharatiya Janata Party

(BJP) on Wednesday
chalked out strategy to
corner the ruling
Congress government
over reported anomalies
in Co-operative sector in-
cluding co-op societies.

BJP’s Co  in-charge of

party affairs Nitin Nabin
on Wednesday held a
meeting of the various
Cell of the organization
including the Co-opera-
tive Cell, Panchayat Cell,
Civic Body Cell and Legal
Cell at the party office
here. He asked the party
workers to expose the
Congress government
over the anomalies in the
various schemes for the
farmers and added that
the office-bearers should
launch agitation against
the unauthorized occu-
pancy in various Co-oper-
ative Bodies.

Regarding the Civic

Body activities, he asked
the office-bearers to col-
lect data related with the
Mor Awas- Mor Adhikar
scheme for housing facili-
ties in Panchayat level.
He stressed on the need
for agitation against the
state government on the
issue.

BJP General
Secretaries Vijay Sharma
and OP Chaudhary and
other senior leaders like
Devji Patel, Ashok Bajaj,
Pawan Sahu, JP
Chandrvanshi and
Labhchand Bafna were
also present during the
meeting.

BJP chalks out strategy over anomalies in Co-op sector

Co in-charge Nitin
Nabin chairs meet-
ing of various Cell

MMaahhaassaammuunndd,,  FFeebb  0088::  Two accused
have been arrested with Rs 40 lakh
worth of gold and silver ornaments by
the Mahasamund police. They used to
steal these gold ornaments from
Odisha and sell it in the Sarafa Bazar
in Mahasamund. Police is having fur-
ther interrogation with the two
accused about their modus operandi
and others involved in purchase of
this stolen jewelleries. It was
Wednesday afternoon SP
Mahasamund Dharmendra Singh,
Addl. SP Aakash Rao, SDOP
Manjulata Bagh, Cyber in-Chrge

Naseemuddin, and Kotwali TI
Garima Dadar ina  press conference
informed that it was on tip from an
informer they got inputs that two
accused are trying to sell a huge lot
of silver and gold ornaments at
Gandhi Chowk in Sarafa Bazar. On
this SP immediately deputed a
team and when they reached their,
the two accused tried to escape.
But somehow the two were nabbed
and they disclosed their names as –
Guru Netam (25), Bhimkhoj and
Karan Netam (24), Satin, Bikebahra.

Both the accused were having
silver and gold ornaments in a red-
coloured bag and they could not
produce any documents in support
of it. On this the accused informed
that they have stolen it from some
jeweller in Odisha and cost of it is
around Rs 40 lakh. A case  under
section 41- 1+4 and 379 of IPC was
filed against the two and matter
was taken into investigation.

Two nabbed with stolen 
jewelleries worth Rs 40 lakh

Kawardha, Feb 08: In
case of medical confirma-
tion of outraging the mod-
esty of a four-year old on
Jan 7 in a private School in
city, the police nabbed the
accused conductor
Mukesh Yadav, S/o
Ishwar Yadav (25), R/o
Gram Chachedi Thana
Piparia, and a case  under

section 376 of IPC and sec-
tion 6+21 of POCSO Act
2012 and section 32, 75, 85
of Juvenile Justice Act
2015. The girl identified
the accused in the pres-
ence of Tehsildar. The
Principal of the School too
has been taken into arrest
under the section 21 of
POCSO Act and section 32,
75, 85 of Juvenile Justice
Act.

There is lot of annoy-
ance among general pub-
lic related to this incident
and a memorandum was
submitted to Collector and
SP, demanding sentence of
death to the accused.
Seeing the seriousness of
the case, the Collector
under chairmanship of
Upper Collector has
formed a committee.

Accused nabbed in
rape of a minor 

Principal also taken
into arrest

Raipur, Feb 08: Sau.
Kusum Tai Dabke Law
College, Maudhapara
Raipur celebrated the an-
nual function with great
pomp and show. Various
competitions and sports

were organized for the last
seven days on the occasion
to mark the annual func-
tion in the college in which
culinary competition,
Rangoli, Mehandi and
painting events were

prominent. In the annual
festival activities like hu-
mour, mimicry, drama,
dance, fashion show were
also organised in which
the students gave outstand-
ing performance which

made the audience spell
bound. The future advo-
cates showed their talent
in various events. A
unique program was also
presented while perform-
ing in acid attack, slow mo
and patriotic  songs. Due to
Corona, this  annual func-
tion was celebrated in the
college after 3 years gap
due to which a lot of en-
thusiasm was seen among
the students. Principal
Zakir Ali, Sudhanshu
Shekhar Shukla, Shekhar
Amin, Rajkumar Shukla,
Shishir Bhandarkar,
Rajeev Sharma, program
in-charge Dr. Preeti
Satpathy and college stu-
dents’ union president B.
Tanushree, secretary
Himanshu Adhikari were
present in the annual func-
tion.

Sau. Kusum Tai Dabke Law College celebrates
annual day with great pomp and show

Bilaspur, Feb 08: An
Alumni Meet “Samagam”
was celebrated on comple-
tion of 25 years of estab-
lishment of Department of
Pharmacy, Guru Ghasidas
Vishwavidyalaya (GGV),
Bilaspur. The inaugural
function of the Alumni
Meet was organized in
Rajat Jayanti Sabhagar of
University at 10:30 am
with worship of Goddess
Saraswati and Guru
Ghasidas Baba.

The welcome address
was given by Prof. Bharti
Ahirwar, Head of the
Pharmacy Department.
Prof. Ahirwar welcomed
all the Alumni and guest
present in the function.

Chief Guest of the func-
tion, Prof. Neelambari
Dave, Former Vice-
Chancellor Saurashtra
University, Rajkot ex-
pressed her opinion to in-
clude Alumni in Board of
Studies and Departmental
Research Committee so
that syllabus and labs of
the Department may be
updated as per the require-
ment of the Pharma in-
dustry.

The Alumni Meet func-
tion was presided over by
Prof PK Bajpai, In-Charge

Vice-Chancellor. Prof
Bajpai in his presidential
address motivated the
Alumni to support the
GGV Start up Foundation
for manufacturing of vari-
ous drugs being prepared
by Department of
Pharmacy.

Prof. Manish
Shrivastava, Registrar of
the University congratu-
lated the Department for
securing 43 rd position
among all the Pharmacy
institutions of India. Prof.
Shrivastava appreciated
the role of Pharmacist
during COVID time and
encouraged the Alumni to
come forward and collabo-
rate with Department for
drug research for welfare
of society.

Dean of the faculty,
Prof. S.C. Tiwari told that
Alumni reside in our
heart and mind and en-
couraged 

Prof. VD Rangari,
Convener of the Alumni
Meet in his address ex-
plained 25 years growth
journey of the
Department and informed
that department was in-
cepted in the year 1997
with four faculty mem-
bers and temporary build-
ing and now Department
has 25 full time faculty,
own building and impor-
tantly Department have
43rdposition in NIRF
ranking. Prof Rangari
also informed that
Department has produced
more than 3000 B.Pharm.,
D. Pharm. and M. Pharm.
students including 38
Ph.D. Department has in
credit a total of 25 patent,
more than 500 publica-
tions till date. Department
has completed research
projects worth more than
3.5 Crores received from
UGC, AICTE, DST and

AYUSH.
Two Alumni Teachers,

Prof. Alpana Ram and
Prof. AK Jha were felici-
tated for their services
and establishment of the
Pharmacy Department by
Prof. Neelambari Dave.

Prof. K.P.Namdeo, Co-
ordinator of the Alumni
Meet expressed the vote of
thanks.

More than 300 alumni
from all over the country
and current students par-
ticipated in this pro-
gramme. All of them in-
teracted with each other
and saw the department
and University and re-
membered their memo-
ries. In the evening, cur-
rent students in order to
express their gratitude to-
wards Alumni organized
a cultural event compris-
ing of dance performanc-
es showing Indian culture
of different States.

Pharmacy department of GGV celebrate alumni meet

Raipur, Feb 08: Science
Faculty won the Tug-of-
War event being organized
under the Annual Sports
event at J Yoganandam
Chhattisgarh College here
on Wednesday whereas

Arts and Law Faculty reg-
istered second and third
positions respectively.

In the girls category, the
Commerce faculty regis-
tered win against Science
and Law faculty in the

same event.
Earlier, the College

Principal Dr Amitabh
Baneerjee inaugurated the
Annual Sports meet dur-
ing which senior profes-
sors were also present.

Providing the above in-
formation in a statement
issued here, the Sports
Officer Rupendra Singh
Chouhan said that
Prakash Maheswari won
the Shot Put event defeat-
ing Rahmat Hussain and
Aman Poddar whereas
Jyoti Patel registered vic-
tory in the girls’ category.
Sevti Dhiwar and
Annapurna Gupta secured
second and third positions
respectively.

In the Discus Throw
event, Prakash Maheswari
once again registered vic-
tory whereas Ashu Khalko
won the girls event.

In the Slow Cycle event,
Lokmanya Sahu, Trilok
Sahu and Kursidhu
Nagesh secured positions.

Annual Sports meet gets 
underway at Chh’garh College



CENTRAL CHRONICLE, BILASPUR, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 09,  2023

Raipur, Feb 08:
Narayanpur, one of the
worst Maoist-hit districts
of Chhattisgarh, has se-
cured fourth place in the
top five districts under the
‘Overall Performance’ cat-
egory among the 112 aspi-

rational districts of the
country as per the
Champions of Change
Delta Ranking released by
the NITI Aayog for
December 2022. Besides,
Narayanpur also ranks
third in the health and nu-
trition category.

Meanwhile, under the
leadership of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
Chhattisgarh has done re-
markable work in various
fields including health and
nutrition within the last
four years. The

Government of India has
also appreciated these ef-
forts made in
Chhattisgarh several
times. Under the leader-
ship of Chief Minister
Shri Baghel
‘Mukhyamantri Suposhan
Abhiyan’ has been
launched to eradicate mal-
nutrition among children
and to free adolescent girls
and women from anemia.
The efforts made by the
Chhattisgarh government
in the field of nutrition
have also yielded positive
results. Health-related
schemes like
Mukhyamantri Haat Bazar
Clinic, Dai-Didi Clinic,
Mukhyamantri Slum
Swasthya Yojana, Hamar
Lab, Malaria-Mukt Bastar
and Malaria-Mukt
Chhattisgarh Yojana, Dr.
Khoobchand Baghel
Swastyha Sahayata Yojana,
and Mukhyamantri
Vishesh Sahayata Yojana
are being run in the state to
provide affordable and
quality healthcare to the
citizens.

Narayanpur of Ch’garh fourth in
‘Overall Performance’ category

As per NITI Aayog
report

Ranks third in the
health and nutrition
category

Raipur, Feb 08:
Scheduled Castes and
Tribes Development
Minister Dr. Premsai
Singh Tekam has said that
Chhattisgarh government
is making every possible
effort to strengthen the
rural economy. In order to
provide employment to
the women of the village,
different types of econom-
ic activities are being con-
ducted along with prepa-
ration of vermicompost in
Gouthan. To promote
rural entrepreneurship,
Rural Industrial Parks are
being set up in Gothans. A
large number of women
are getting employment
through Gauthan and
Ripa. Dr. Tekam was ad-
dressing the ‘Bihan
Sammelan’ of self-help
group ‘Didis’ on Tuesday,
the third day of Rajim
Maghi Punni Mela, on the
topic ‘From Livelihood to
Economic Empowerment’.
On this occasion, Dr.
Tekam announced open-
ing of Bihan Chowpatty in
Gariaband on the demand
of women of Bihan group.

On this occasion, he per-
formed Bhumi Pujan and
inaugurated 279 develop-
ment works worth Rs 9.29
crore. These include
Bhoomipujan of 228 works
worth Rs 6.90 crore and in-
auguration of 51 works
worth Rs 2.39 crore.
District Panchayat Mrs.
Lakshmi Sahu, Mr. Firtu
Ram Kanwar, District
President Mrs. Pushpa
Jagannath Sahu, District
Vice President Mr. Yogesh
Sahu, Nawapara
Municipality President
Mr. Dhanraj Madhyani

and many public represen-
tatives were present in the
program. Minister Dr.
Premsai Singh Tekam said
that according to the in-
tention of the Chief
Minister, special schemes
are being run to take
women on the path of
progress. The work of im-
proving the livelihood of
thousands of women is
being done through
Gauthans and Ripa. He
said that the state of
Chhattisgarh is a rice
bowl. Here for the econom-
ic development of the

farmers, loan waiver and
record purchase of paddy
has been made in the sup-
port price. We have got sec-
ond place in the country in
paddy procurement.
Minister Dr. Tekam said
that our state is buying 74
percent of the total coun-
try’s minor forest produce.
For the first time, Millets
are being procured at the
support price. In the field
of education, English
medium schools are being
started for children. He
said that paint made from
cow dung would be used in

all government buildings.
Preparations are being
made by our government
to generate electricity
from cow dung. Dr. Tekam,
while observing the stalls
made by women’s groups,
appreciated their products
and gave instructions to
make market available for
selling the material.

While presiding over the
programme, Sihawa MLA
Dr. Lakshmi Dhruv said
that under Chhattisgarh
Government Rural
Livelihood Mission
scheme, self-employment
is being provided to poor
women of rural areas by
organizing them in the
form of self-help groups
and providing them neces-
sary capacity building
training. Today, women
are making their dreams
come true by joining the
National Rural Livelihood
Mission Bihan Yojana and
moving towards self-em-
ployment. The program
was also addressed by
Gariaband District
Panchayat President Smt.
Smriti Neeraj Thakur.

Govt is making every possible effort to
strengthen the rural economy: Dr. Tekam

Arang, Feb 08: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
unveiled the life-size stat-
ue of former Prime
Minister Late Indira
Gandhi at the historic
Indira Gandhi Chowk in
Arang of Raipur district.
On this occasion, the Chief
Minister also inaugurated
work done at a cost of Rs
60 lakh 74 thousand for the
beautification of the
Chowk. He congratulated

the residents of Arang for
the beautification of
Indira Chowk. On this oc-
casion, Urban
Administration Minister
Dr. Shivkumar Dahariya,
Nagar Panchayat
P r e s i d e n t
C h a n d r a s h e k h a r
Chandrakar, Vice
President Narsingh Sahu,
including public represen-
tatives, and a large number
of residents were present.

CM unveils life-size statue of former
PM Late Indira Gandhi at Arang

Raipur, Feb 08: Officers
of the Indian Forest
Service (IFS), who are in
their mid-career training
phase at the Indira
Gandhi National Forest
Academy, Dehradun,
reached Chhattisgarh
and learned about the
Narva developmental
works in the state, value
addition process of
minor forest produce and
also observed the positive
changes that have come
in the lives of rural
women groups from for-
est produce.

The team of 30-35 offi-
cers participating in the
training witnessed the
Narwa development
work done in Pampar
Nala under Campa
Yojana in Dakshin
Singhpur range of
Dhamtari Forest.. It is
noteworthy that under

the scheme, Narva treat-
ment work has been done
in Pampar Nala in two
and a half kilometers.
For this, 16 different
structures have been con-
structed.

The officials also
learned the process of
manufacturing and sell-
ing various products
made from minor forest
produce. They took infor-
mation regarding the
value addition process
from the self-help groups

in village Dugli.
In this tour, V.

Srinivasa Rao (I.F.S.)
Chief Executive Officer
(CAMPA), Amit Kumar,
Assistant Professor,
Indira Gandhi National
Forest Academy,
Dehradun, Mayank
Pandey (I.F.S.) Divisional
Forest Officer, Dhamtari,
S.K. S. Navik, Deputy
Forest Officer Birgudi,
and other departmental
officers and employees
were present.

IFS officials observed Ch’garh’s
Narva development work

Witnessed the struc-
tures of Pampar
Nala and the method
of processing forest
produce

Balconagar, (Korba),
Feb 08: Bharat
Aluminium Company
Limited (BALCO), India’s
iconic aluminium produc-
er and a subsidiary of
Vedanta Aluminium, won
first prize in ‘Best Public
Awareness Programme’
category at the 44th Public
Relations Society of India
(PRSI) All India Public
Relations Conference held
in Bhopal. The award
showcases BALCO’s con-
tribution in sensitizing the
community on menstrual
health & hygiene through
purpose driven communi-
cations. The award was
presented by Shri Kailash
Vishwas Sarang, Minister
of Medical Education,
Government of Madhya
Pradesh.

The award recognizes
BALCO’s efforts in using
purposeful communica-
tion to dispel health-relat-
ed myths among commu-
nities in its operational
vicinity through the
“Sarika – Dondroki Nayi
Kiran” film. The film fol-

lows the story of local
menstrual health champi-
on Sarika and her inspira-
tional campaign on sensi-
tizing women about their
health rights as part of
BALCO’s Nayi Kiran proj-
ect and highlights the im-
pact it has had on local
communities.

Abhijit Pati, CEO &
Director, BALCO, ex-
pressed happiness over re-
ceiving the accolade and
said, “BALCO is commit-
ted to extend every possi-
ble support to the mem-
bers of our local commu-
nities through our devel-
opmental programs. This
award is a testimony for
our efforts in improving
women’s health in the re-
gion by engaging them in
various interactive activi-
ties on different occasions.
‘Sarika’ is not just a short
film but a beacon of

change, which is serving
as an inspiration to the en-
tire region and the state at
large. We, at BALCO, are
committed to go the extra
mile towards addressing
the myths surrounding
menstruation and spread-
ing awareness on men-
strual health & hygiene,
for bringing about a posi-
tive transformation in the
health of women and girls
in the region.”

Public Relations Society
of India (PRSI) is an emi-
nent national association
of PR practitioners. Since
its inception in 1958, it has
tirelessly worked to pro-
mote the recognition of
public relations as a pro-
fession and to formulate
and interpret to the public
the objectives and the po-
tentialities of public rela-
tions as a strategic man-
agement function.

BALCO wins PRSI National Award 2022
For Best Public
Awareness Prog.

Raipur, Feb 08: The suc-
cessful implementation of
the Jal Jeevan Mission
has resulted in the provi-
sion of clean drinking
water to all 47 households
of the Pando tribe in
Durgapur in the Korea
district. The availability
of safe drinking water has
made the locals happy.
Durgapur, a dependent
village of Gram
Panchayat Umjhar of de-
velopment block
Baikunthpur, is a Pando
tribe-dominated village
around 18 kilometers
from Chhattisgarh’s
Korea district capital. It
was a difficult undertak-
ing to ensure that each
household in Durgapur
village, which symbolizes
the lifestyle of forest in-
habitants, had access to
safe drinking water. An
action plan was created
with the determination to
offer pure drinking water
to every family in
Durgapur through the Jal
Jeevan Mission. Believing
this to be an ideal formu-
la, the smiles on the vil-
lagers’ faces at the end of
the project serve as proof
that it was successful.

Meanwhile, Officials
from the Public Health
Engineering Department
stated that the Jal Jeevan
Mission is being better
implemented in the dis-
trict under the supervi-
sion of Collector Mr.

Vinay Kumar Langeh.
Jal Jeevan Mission’s

goal is to supply drinking
water to all rural families
through working house-
hold tap connections. By
March 2024, good quality
drinking water will be
given to all rural resi-
dences in Chhattisgarh
state continuously for an
extended length of time
via domestic tap connec-
tions at a rate of 55 liters
per person per day under
this project. Work is being
done at a rapid speed to

meet the aim of the Jal
Jeevan Mission in the
state, as instructed by
Chief Minister Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel.

It should be emphasized
that women are trained as
‘Jal Vahini’ under the Jal
Jeevan Mission to raise
awareness among the vil-
lages. Drinking water is
tested under Jal Jeevan
Mission, according to Jal
Vahini Sushri
Ramkumari Sarathi, in-
formation about water
quality is received.

According to the officials
of the government, work
is being done through Jal
Jeevan Mission to deliver
water through domestic
taps to 47 designated hous-
es in Khalpara and
Ebalpara of Durgapur at a
cost of Rs 35.78 lakh. The
Jal Jeevan Mission Yojana
provides a sufficient quan-
tity of pure drinking
water by making tap
water reach every house-
hold; residents would no
longer have to trek for
clean drinking water.

Pure drinking water facility reached 47 houses 
In the Pando tribe of
village Durgapur.

Raipur, Feb 08: In the field
of school education in
Chhattisgarh, teachers
have started teaching
through ‘Nicler App’. This
year, the prestigious
Excellence Award by C.S.I
will be awarded to the
school education depart-
ment of Chhattisgarh. This
award will be given to
Chhattisgarh in the e-gover-
nance program to be organ-
ized on March 25 at Netaji
Subhash Technological
University, New Delhi.

The ‘Innovative
Assessment Tool-Nicler’
(PRJ 22008) nomination
submitted to the School
Education Department of
Chhattisgarh for the 20th
CSI SIG e-Governance
Awards 2022 has won the
Excellence Award in the
Project category.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel and School

Education Minister Dr.
Premsai Singh Tekam con-
gratulated Principal
Secretary of School
Education Dr. Alok Shukla,
Secretary of School
Education Dr. S.
Bharatidasan, Director of
Public Instruction Mr.
Sunil Jain, General
Manager of Samagrh
Siksha Narendra Dugga,
N.I.C. Raipur’s scientist
Somashekhar and the en-
tire team of the School
Education and Department
for this achievement in the
field of education.

Schools can also be exam-
ined quickly using the
Nicler app in the Sughghar
Padhvaiya program, which
was launched by Chief
Minister Mr. Bhupesh
Baghel on November 14,
2022. Teachers are being
prepared as well for the use
of technology.

Assessment is an impor-
tant process to see whether
children are learning in the
teaching-learning process
in the classroom, but the as-

sessment of children’s
work in our classrooms is a
very time-consuming
process. Sometimes the
teacher has to call one child
in his class and watch their
actions carefully.
Sometimes one has to col-
lect the notebooks of the
children and check the
notebook at school or at
home by spending time.
Nowadays parents are
aware, and that’s why a lot
of care has to be taken
while checking the note-
book.

This technology is uti-
lized to make teachers’ jobs
easier. In Chhattisgarh, the
School Education
Department and NIC creat-
ed the Nicler App after con-
ducting an extensive study
to help instructors with
their assessment-related
duties. To begin using the
app, head to the Google Play
Store and download the
Nicler app. Students must
download the QR code card
from the site and paste it
into a booklet based on the

school’s U-Dice. Each pupil
must be given a unique
card with his or her name
on it in this manner. It
should not be used inter-
changeably. It should stay
with him for the duration of
the session in the name of
that student.

If you wish to ask a ques-
tion after a topic has been
taught, you can use the
Nicler app to ask one of the
existing questions relevant
to that session, or you can
ask your own. The question
should have four possible
answers. Children must be
taught how to hold the card
according to the correct se-
lection.

The Nicler app can also
be used to track children’s
attendance. You can also
ask inquiries by recording
the voice of different ques-
tions asked with this app. If
there is a problem with the
app, technically experi-
enced teacher colleagues
from among the teachers
assist us by creating sup-
port videos. As a result, it is
simple to implement in the
classroom.

On behalf of Samagrh
siksha, continuous neces-
sary support is being pro-
vided for the use of this
app. This year the budget
for the internet has also
been made available to all
the schools. Teachers have
also been trained to use the
Nicler app.

School Education deptt to get 
prestigious Excellence Award 

For providing 
education through
‘Nicler App’

CM Baghel and
School Education
Minister congratu-
lated for the
achievement

Award to be given
on March 25 in New
Delhi



Bilaspur, Feb 08:

In order to make the
school children aware of
the parliamentary proce-
dure, the Divisional Level
Youth Parliament
Competition was organ-
ized here in the district by
the Department of
Parliamentary Affairs,
Government of
Chhattisgarh in collabora-
tion with the School
Education Department. 264
school children from 8 dis-
tricts played the role of
Parliament of different re-
gions and staged the func-
tioning of the House.

The program was inau-
gurated by Commissioner
Dr. Sanjay Alang and ad-
dressing the gathering he
said that the beauty of
Indian democracy is that it
provides right to equality
and freedom of speech.
Addressing the program
further, he said that it is
necessary to have words to
express the utterances of
the mind. Words will come
to you only when you read,
so make reading a part of
your life and make it a
habit to read at least five
books in a month and the

more you read, the more
vocabulary you will have
and from that comes speak-
ing skills, he said. The pro-
gram was concluded and
prize distribution was
done at the hands of Mayor
Ramsharan Yadav. The
first position in the compe-
tition was secured by Sakti
district, followed by Gorela
Pendra Marwahi, and
Janjgir Champa.Tourism
Board President Atal
Srivastava, District
Panchayat President Arun
Singh Chauhan, Vice

President of Arpa
Development Authority
Abhay Narayan Rai, IPTA
State President Madhukar
Gorakh, Principal Manoj
Vaidya, Sarita Saraf and a
large number of students
and teachers were present.

Dalli-Rajhara, Feb 08:

It was around 4:00 in the
evening near Magistrate
Court in the city coming
under ward No. 22, there
was all of sudden shower
of currency notes from an
under-construction house
and to which the people
present in the Court prem-
ises were shocked to see
and became live witness to
it. Here somehow the po-
lice managed to nab four-
five gamblers along with
pack of cards and some
cash in their possession.

Reasons for showering
of cash:

Actually at the under-
construction house, the
gamblers have made it as
their den and it is here
where they used to play
gamble. It was on getting
information about police
raid, the gamblers in order
to save themselves threw a
bundle of notes from the
top, so as to prick panic
and do not allow police to
climb the stairs and get
time to escape. The people
present were quite eager

to know the reasons be-
hind showering of green-
bucks from a house.

Information network
of gamblers strong:

Some of the gamblers
managed to escape by
climbing upon the plat-
form on bamboo structure
outside the building for
plaster work. Some of the
gamblers threw the notes
from the window itself.
What is surprising here is
that the gamblers are not

even afraid to play gamble
in front of the Court itself
and are least afraid of the
police. As to what action
the police will be taking on
the gamblers who man-
aged to escape would be
known only after inquiry
from those nabbed and
how much cash was recov-
ered from the bundle of
notes thrown from the top
is yet to be assessed.

Not the first time
notes thrown:

This is not the first time
that gamblers threw notes,
as it was in ward No. 25
earlier that when the po-
lice raided the place, they
also threw notes from the
top and in this again few
gamblers were nabbed and
others managed to escape.

Gamblers get informa-
tion in advance:

There seems to be some
leakage of information
among police, as prior to
the raid, in most of the
cases, the gamblers man-
aged to escape, getting
prior information from
one of their sources and
they adopt some or the
other measure to ensure
that they are scot-free.
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Dalli-Rajhara, Feb 08:

Collector Kuldeep
Sharma conducted sur-
prise inspection at Swamy
Aatmanand Excellent
English Medium School
(SAEEMS) of Chikhlakasa
and Dalli-Rajhara. He also
took information about the
ongoing renovation work
of Library in Swamy
Aatmanand Excellent

Hindi Medium School,
Chikhlakasa and gave in-
structions to manage the
Chemistry and Bio-Lab
after renovation of the lab-
oratory room. He also gave
instructions to complete
the work of staff room for
the male and female teach-
ers at the same place. He
gave instructions to EE to
give information about its
weekly progress and com-

plete the same by March
end. Collector also asked
the officers to make the
Library room more organ-
ised and draw pictures re-
lated to library.

Conducted inspection
of school in Dalli-
Rajhara:

Taking stock of arrange-
ments and facilities in
Swamy Aatmanand Hindi
and English Medium
School in Dalli-Rajhara, he
gave instructions to carry
out its renovation and
make it complete in all re-
spects. He also visited the
Class 12th and checked
about the quality of educa-
tion being imparted.

Collector inspects 
two SAEGMS School

 In Chikhlakasa and
Dalli-Rajhara

Police conduct raid, gamblers throw cash from top!
 People in court

taken by surprise
on this incident

Jagdalpur, Feb 08: 

The indefinite strike
of Anganwadi workers
and assistants from
across the district con-
tinues unabated in the
agricultural produce
market. Demonstrations
are being held at all the
district headquarters of
Bastar division. In
Bastar district, the
strike has been started
in the agricultural pro-
duce market premises
since last 8 days.
Anganwadi workers and
assistants sitting on
strike claim that the
strike will continue till
their demands are met.
The lock is hanging in
the Anganwadi centers
across the district due to
the strike of Amba
worker-helpers.

Anganwadi worker-
helpers are sitting on
dharna for their six-
point demands. Salary at
Collector’s rate, promo-
tion to the post of super-
visor, pension and facili-
ties like government ser-
vants are important in
this. Organization office
bearers said that before
the elections, the
Congress had promised
to give them salary at
the Collector’s rate in its
manifesto. Four years
have passed since the
formation of the
Congress government in
the state, but no initia-
tive has been taken in
this direction. Workers-
helpers are continuous-
ly protesting and shout-
ing slogans regarding
their demands, but no
consideration is being
given to their demands.

Due to this, now their
strike seems to be head-
ing towards an indefi-
nite period. Eight days
ago, workers and assis-
tants from across the
district gathered at the
picket site in front of
the Collectorate and
started the strike by
raising slogans regard-
ing their demands.

During this, Amba
workers and assistants
raised slogans against
both the central and
state governments. It
may be noted that many
schemes of the Women
and Child Development
Department are imple-
mented through Amba
workers.

Major works like vac-
cination, examination of
pregnant women, distri-
bution of nutritious
food is conducted in
Anganwadi centers.
Apart from this, the
process of admitting
malnourished children

in NRC has also stopped
due to this strike.
Similarly, under the
Suposhan Abhiyan,
Amba workers and
helpers used to distrib-
ute nutritional food like
egg, khichdi and ragi
pudding to malnour-
ished children, pregnant
mothers and infant
mothers at their homes.

Due to the strike, the
nutrition campaign has
also come to a halt. No
initiative has been taken
by the government to ne-
gotiate with the strike
officials, the strike is
going on for the last 8
days. Due to the strike,
all the works conducted
through Anganwadi
have been completely
stopped. Here the ad-
ministration has no
other option to run the
Anganwadi centers. It is
clear from this that till
the strike continues, the
locks in the centers will
remain hanging.

Works in Anganbadi 
centres comes to standstill

As Anganwadi workers and assistants continue their strike for last 9 days
TTaakkhhaattppuurr,,  FFeebb  0088::  On Maghi
Purnima, a fair was held in vil-
lage Sagar situated on the
banks of Narmada Dham vil-
lage Belpan and Sagar Maiya in
Takhatpur area,where people
joined with faith and devotion,
offered prayers and enjoyed
the fair. 

The fair was inaugurated in
village Belpan and Sagar under
the chief hospitality of
Regional MLA and
Parliamentary Secretary Mrs.
Rashmi Singh. Narmada Dham,
which is considered very
sacred in the region and a sym-
bol of faith, holds a fair on
Maghi Purnima in village
Belpan for years, where people
come from far and wide to
offer prayers at the ancient
Shiva temple and at the origin
of the Narmada Kund, a symbol
of faith. Regional MLA and
Parliamentary Secretary
Rashmi Ashish Singh reached
the fair and worshiped accord-

ing to the rules and regulations
in the Kund.  After that the fair
was inaugurated, the MLA said
that village Belpan is also
called her maternal home and
has an emotional attachment
with the Belpan region. She
furthet said that  we should not
hurt anyone’s religious beliefs
and sentiments in the fair and
we have to try our best to
maintain peace and discipline
in the area.  District Congress
Committee (urban) President
Bihari Dewangan, Former
Municipality President Ajay
Dewangan, General Secretary
Sunil Jangde, Former District
Panchayat Member Mahendra
Tiwari, Youth Congress (urban)
President Raju Thakur,
Abhishek Pandey, Mohit Singh
Rajput , Yavind Singh,
Bhupendra Mishra, Ashish
Kaushik, Amit Sahu,
Ramchandra Yadav and other
villagers were present in large
numbers. 

Peace to be maintained
in the fair: Singh 

RRaajjiimm,,  FFeebb  0088:: Folk singer sis-
ters Garima-Srvana Diwakar,
who arrived to present
Lokmanch Anjor on the first
day of Maghi Punni Mela, said
that continuous Riyaz intensi-
fies the self-confidence, due to
which we artistes step on the
stage and rule the hearts of
millions of art lovers. We both
sisters do practice every day
whether there is a program or
not, she added and also said
that they do not forget to take
shortcuts to achieve success. It
cannot be learned in a day. 
From the age of three, under
the guidance of my father
Santosh Diwakar, we had been
learning folk art and apart from
my father, Madan Chauhan has
been my teacher and inspira-
tion. Everyone in my family is
involved in music, and this

birth is too short to understand
that Chhattisgarhi folk art is a
bottomless ocean, she
said.Garima told that she has
been selected in National
School of Drama, Delhi and it
has to be told that only 27 peo-
ple are taken from all over the
country in one session, in
which Garima’s name is a big
example.  These sisters further
told that it has been a golden
opportunity for them to per-
form in front of the former
President of the country APJ
Abdul Kalam and so far more
than 5000 programs have been
presented on the stage. They
said that they were elated with
the arrangement of the state
government and expressed
their desire to come every year
in Rajim Maghi Punni Mela and
give programs like this. 

Regular practice 
enhances self-confidence:
Swarna-Garima Diwakar 

Indian democracy gives 
the right to equality: Dr. Alang 

Awareness 
created about law,

cyber-crime etc
MMuunnggeellii,,  FFeebb  0088:: District Police
Force, District Legal Services
Authority (DLSA), District Child
Protection Unit (DCPU), Child Line
1098 Project, operated by the
Women and Child Development
Department (W&CDD) and Aastha
Samiti, under the joint auspices of
the open house program Khula
Manch, was organized on February 2
at Rambo Memorial English Medium
School (RMEMS).  Mayank Soni,
Secretary, District Legal Services
Authority (DLSA) told in the pro-
gram that awareness was made
regarding legal aid, traffic rules, vic-
tim compensation, crimes commit-
ted by children. Head Constable DCB
branch in-charge Pavandas Anant
inspired to keep away from intoxica-
tion in the program and Center coor-
dinator Umashankar Kashyap said
that Childline is a 24-hour outreach
and phone service, for those chil-
dren who need care and protection.
Babita Shrivas told that about the
‘Abhivyakti App’ (Expression App),
‘Good touch and bad touch’, created
awareness to avoid crimes against
children. Kamal Yadav Outreach
Worker Women and Child
Development Department Children
made aware about child marriage,
child labor. 

Dongargarh, Feb 08: 

A 100 meter high pole,
erected for hoisting the
tricolor at a height of 100
meters, has been stand-
ing in the district premis-
es without the tricolor
flag being hoisted for the
past 6 months. As per in-
formation, due to techni-
cal reasons, to solve the
difficulties faced in hoist-
ing the tricolor, a tender
with a huge budget of Rs
1 lakh was taken out by
the municipality 3
months ago.

According to the infor-
mation received, the
amount of Rs 1 lakh pro-
posed in the name of tri-
color flag has also been
spent, but the tricolor
flag could not be hoisted
till today. It should be
known that, on the de-

mand of the youth of the
city, for hoisting the tri-
color at a height of 100
meters, approval of Rs 13
lakh was given by the
then MP Abhishek Singh,
which has fallen prey to
sponsored corruption.

Lakhs of rupees have
been spent by the munici-

pality to make the tricol-
or flag complex attrac-
tive, in which attractive
swings and sports related
materials were installed
for the children. In this
way it has been given the
form of Chowpatty,
which has become the
center of attraction for

all. In this complex, the
residents of the city
along with their children
are seen in large num-
bers in the evening.

In the name of the es-
tablishment of the tricol-
or flag, the premises adja-
cent to it are also being
arranged, but the tricolor
flag could not be hoisted
even after 6 months.

Kondagaon, Feb 08:

As per instructions by
the State Chief
Commissioner Bharat
Scouts & Guide Vinod
Sewanlal Chandrakar and
State Secretary Kailash
Kumar Soni, a three-day
‘Tarunya Varta’ block-
level camp is being organ-
ised and first camp of
Kondagaon and Makadi
was held in Bite
Sambalpur from Feb 1-3
and in Keshkal block,
Farasgaon and
Baderajpur from Feb 4-6 at
Govt. HS School Siganpur.
In this camp, a total of 100
Rangers, Rovers, Scouts &
Guides and in-charges
from 13 Schools took part.

In these camp including
one in Siganpur camp, 150
Scouts & Guides, Rangers,
Rovers from Keshkal,
Siganpur, Arandi,
Bahigaon, Adega, Pipara,
Khale, Muswend, Iragaon

and Dhanora and from
Farasgaon block- from vil-
lage Bhandarsiwini, Alor
and from Adarsh School,
Farasgaon.

In the above camps, the
students were informed
about the precautions to
be taken during youth,
adolescent period; about
child labour; child mar-
riage; gender equality and
sanitation. In the above
camp the Rangers, Rovers,
Scouts & Guides of Class
9th and 11th took part. In
this camp, as Trainer-
Bhisham Dev, District or-
ganisation Commissioner
Scouts; Varshi Tirki
Lecturer- Kokodi, Bharat
Singh Sidar- Lecturer-
Mardapal; Lukeshwar
Sahu- Lecturer-
Singanpur; Prakash
Dewangan- Lecturer-
Chipwand; Sunil Nag-
Dahikonga; and teachers
and students from above
13 schools were present.

Three-day ‘Tarunya Varta’
block level camp held

Tricolor yet to be hoisted as Municipality spends lakhs 

What officer says:
Tricolor will be

hoisted soon: CMO
Newly appointed CMO
Pramod Shukla said
that the tricolor flag
could not be hoisted
due to technical rea-
sons. Efforts are being
made to remove the
technical error.



AIR SHOW REHEARSALS

Indian Air Force’s helicopters during rehearsals for the upcoming Aero India-2023 air show, at Yelahanka airbase in
Bengaluru, Wednesday.

CULTURAL PROG

Artists perform during Jashn-e-Kashmir cultural programme, in Srinagar Wednesday.
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Overturn
 Thiruvananthapuram:

A flight training air-
craft for student pilots
overturned at the
Thiruvananthapuram
international airport
here on Wednesday, an
airport official said.
The pilot is safe, the of-
ficial said. The inci-
dent occurred at 11.36
am when the training
aircraft of the Rajiv
Gandhi Academy for
Aviation Technology,
while taking off on a
solo flight veered off
from the runway and
overturned.

Copter service
 Guwahati: Central

PSU Pawan Hans Ltd
on Wednesday
launched its helicopter
services for several sec-
tors connecting four
major cities in Assam,
with an aim at boosting
tourism in the north-
eastern state, a senior of-
ficial said. The service
will be available on the
Dibrugarh-Jorhat-
Te zpur-Guwahati -
T e z p u r - J o r h a t -
Dibrugarh routes 
for three days a week,
he said.

Drone
 Chennai: Drone man-

ufacturer Garuda
Aerospace would pro-
vide its drones to aid
the ongoing relief and
rescue efforts in the
devastating earth-
quake that hit Turkiye
which saw several
thousands killed, the
company said on
Wednesday. Garuda
Aerospace would de-
ploy ‘Droni Drone’ for
surveillance in the
most affected areas to
identify victims of the
earthquake. Modified
‘Kisan Drone’ would
carry payloads to help
transport of medi-
cines, supplies and
foods for the victims.

Stone
 Shimla: Chief Minister

Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu on Wednesday
laid the foundation
stone of ‘Himachal
Niketan’ which will pro-
vide accommodation fa-
cilities to the students
and residents of
Himachal Pradesh visit-
ing New Delhi. The five
storey ‘Himachal
Niketan’ will be con-
structed in Dwarka,
Delhi at a cost of Rs
57.72 crore. Besides two
VIP rooms, there will be
36 general rooms exclu-
sively for the students
with all facilities besides
40 other general suites.

Walkout 
 Kolkata: West Bengal

Governor C V Ananda
Bose on Wednesday
addressed the state as-
sembly for the first
time, amid protests by
BJP MLAs against
“corruption” by the
ruling TMC. The BJP
legislators shouted
slogans against the
Mamata Banerjee gov-
ernment and staged a
walkout during the
governor’s address.

Bollywood singer Mika
Singh and actor Lullia
Vantur at the wedding
reception of filmmaker

Ramesh Taurani’s 
daughter Raveena Taurani,

in Mumbai.

Jammu, Feb 08 (PTI):

The Jammu and
Kashmir administration
on Wednesday said the
central flagship pro-
gramme Jal Jeevan
Mission (JJM) has
achieved substantial
progress in the Union
Territory and is set to be
completed by June this
year.

The information was
given at a meeting chaired
by Chief Secretary Arun
Kumar Mehta who con-
ducted a virtual tour of
the works taken up under
JJM and interacted with
public and officials of the
department for first hand
appraisal of the progress
made in the mission so far,
an official spokesman
said.

Principal Secretary Jal
Shakti Department,
Shaleen Kabra, informed
the meeting that the mis-
sion is under implementa-
tion from 2019 and has
achieved substantial
progress till now.

“All rural institutions
like schools, Anganwadi
centres and health institu-
tions have been provided
piped water under this
mission. Every remaining
rural household would get
the tap water connection
under this mission by
June this year as most of
the targets would be com-
pleted by then,” he said.

The spokesman said the
meeting was informed
that of 6,774 works, 6,712
has been tendered, and
3,696 works stands allotted
till date.

1,893 works are current-
ly under progress and 284
works are completed in
the UT. All the works of
the JJM would be allotted
till March this year, Kabra
said, adding that in order
to enhance the transparen-
cy and monitoring of the
works, NGOs have been
empanelled as
Implementation Support
Agencies (ISAs). “These
ISAs are going to work
across villages and help in
capacity building of Gram

panchayats, Pani Samities
and perform other support
activities as well,” he said.

The Chief Secretary
asked the officers about
the progress of the mis-
sion and asked them to
meet the deadlines with-
out any fail.

He also laid stress on
using techniques like
Critical Path Method
(CPM) and Resource
Management System for
better control and under-
standing of the priority
areas and discerning the
way forward to complete
each work on time.

Mehta instructed the of-
ficers to carry out the ca-
pacity building of the field
workers so that the mis-
sion worth Rs 11,000 Crore
is implemented efficiently.

He maintained that such
missions provide golden
opportunities to depart-
ments to enhance their ef-
ficiency in terms of capac-
ity of their employees and
addressing the require-
ments of manpower as
well.

‘Jal Jeevan Mission in J-K
to see completion by June’

Guwahati, Feb 08 (PTI):

Insurgent activities in
the Northeast have come
down by 89 per cent and
cases of civilian deaths de-
clined by 85 per cent dur-
ing the last eight years,
Union Minister Anurag
Thakur said on
Wednesday. Addressing
the concluding session of
the three-day Y20 summit
here, the Union Youth
Affairs and Sports
Minister said that peace
has returned to the region,
and many developmental
works are being carried
out at present.

“Peace has returned to
Jammu and Kashmir, and
Northeast. In the case of
Northeast, insurgency in-
cidents came down by 89
per cent and civilian
deaths are down by 85 per

cent during the last eight
years,” he added. Thakur
said that with gradual im-
provement in the law and
order situation of the re-
gion, the stringent Armed
Forces (Special Powers)
Act, 1958 (AFSPA) has been
withdrawn from most
parts of the Northeast. In
the case of Jammu and
Kashmir, he said that the
government formed dis-
trict development commit-
tees, which was never done
since India’s
Independence.

“We have got a very good
response from the local
people of the valley. Peace
is always possible with the
participation of people in
developmental works,” the
minister said. As part of
India’s G20 Presidency, the
Youth20 group’s first in-
ception meeting was held

at Guwahati, deliberating
ideas for a better tomor-
row and drafting an agen-
da for action on five identi-
fied themes. “During the

meeting, 21 foreign dele-
gates and 200 Indian dele-
gates participated. In the
run-up to the event, 10,000
youths in 36 colleges of
Assam participated in
seminars, debates, work-
shops and quiz competi-
tions on Y20. Over 10 lakh
students from around 4,000
schools also participated,”
Thakur said.

He claimed that
nowhere else in the re-
maining 19 member na-
tions of the G20 people’s
participation was so huge.

At the closing ceremony,
the ‘White Paper’ on the
five themes of Y20 was
launched by Thakur, while
Assam Education Minister
Ranoj Pegu presented the
‘Research Papers’ on the
five themes. The themes
were Peace Building and
Reconciliation: Ushering

in an Era of No War;
Future of Work: Industry
4.0, Innovation and 21st
Century Skills; and
Climate Change and
Disaster Risk Reduction:
Making Sustainability a
Way of Life.

Shared Future: Youth in
Democracy and
Governance and Health,
Well-being and Sports:
Agenda for Youth were the
two remaining themes on
which Y20 delegates brain-
stormed in a series of ses-
sions. The minister said
the themes were carefully
chosen to be deliberated
upon for a shared future
for the global community
and these issues present
an extraordinary opportu-
nity for the youths to cre-
ate, contribute and collabo-
rate with the development
agenda of G20.

‘Insurgency down by 89% in NE’

Union Minister for Information
& Broadcasting and Youth

Affairs & Sports Anurag Singh
Thakur addresses the media
after attending the Youth 20
(Y20) Inception Meeting, in

Guwahati, Wednesday.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  FFeebb  0088::    

Continuing its journey
towards improving energy
efficiency and driving sustain-
ability as part of its “Green
Pahal, Behtar Kal” campaign,
JK Lakshmi Cement, one of
India’s leading cement manu-
facturers signed an agreement
with Amplus Solar to set up a
56 MWp solar power plant for
its Durg facility, located in
Chhattisgarh.

The company has always
been at the forefront and has
been working towards reduc-
ing its carbon footprint. With
this initiative, JK Lakshmi
Cement in the very first year
will be able to replace 92 mil-
lion units with green electrici-
ty that will help reduce its CO2
emissions by 73,000 Metric
Tons, equivalent to over 33
Lakhs tree saved.

Mrs Vinita Singhania, Vice
Chairperson & Managing
Director, JK Lakshmi Cement
Ltd. said, “In recent years, we
have undertaken multiple
projects to lower the carbon
footprint. Our recently initiat-
ed campaign, “Green Pahal,
Behtar Kal”, focuses on creat-
ing awareness about improv-
ing energy efficiency and sav-
ing the environment. I am
sure, we will leave a greener
planet for our future genera-
tions.”

Being a socially responsible
company, JK Lakshmi Cement
adheres to ESG norms in its
operations. Across all activi-
ties, the company remains
committed to ensuring value
for its customers and other
stakeholders, providing best-
in-class products that are one
step ahead of the innovation
curve.

‘Green Pahal, Behtar Kal’ campaign
for better energy efficiency

NNaannddeedd,,  FFeebb  0088::

The public meeting of BRS in
the Maratha land of Nanded
attracted the attention of peo-
ple in and around that particu-
lar part of Maharashtra. People
in general and youth in particu-
lar have started discussing
about the schemes galore that
is being successfully imple-
mented in the Telangana state
which is under BRS rule. Youth
say the farmer friendly welfare
schemes of the KCR led gov-
ernment and its priorities such
as round the clock free power
supplies to the agriculture sec-
tor is thoroughly supported in
the rural parts. The power sup-
ply pattern, the irrigation
aggrandizement and the crop
investment policy through
Rythu Bandhu are lauded by
the youths belonging to the
farmer families. The village
level discussions and newspa-
per clippings in local media

have given priority attention to
the schemes of Telangana .
Almost all the policies brought
in by the government of
Telangana for implementation
in the rural areas and state of
Telangana were in the discus-
sion at the road side hotels
where the farmers used to
assemble in the mornings.
Similarly the schemes such as
Dalit Bandhu attracted the
attention of Dalit families.
They say such a great endeav-

or of the government of
Telangana is quite supportive
for the alleviation of the down-
trodden families of the
Scheduled Castes and if such
support is given by govern-
ments the parties leading
those government would get
maximum public support, they
detailed. The irrigation policy,
the farmer policy and the wel-
fare policies of Telangana have
become talk of the region sub-
sequent to the successful meet
of BRS. 

People in the rural part term
KCR a Mahatma of welfare
schemes in the post independ-
ence period and opined such
initiatives gain popular support
bases in the coming period.
BRS would certainly transform
into a beacon light in the dark
regions of underdevelopment
in the country and Nanded peo-
ple say it would certainly bring
about alternate polity in the
days to come.

People keen on BRS in Nanded

New Delhi, Feb 08 (PTI):

Hitting out at the
Congress for attacking the
prime minister in Lok
Sabha during the debate
on the President’s address,
Union Minister Kiren
Rijiju on Wednesday said
that PM Narendra Modi’s
thinking is pure like the
Ganga river and no one
can stain it.

During an intervention
in the debate on the
Motion of Thanks on the
President’s address in the
Lok Sabha, the minister
said that instead of point-
ing out issues with the
central government
schemes, opposition mem-
bers are raising unrelated
matters, which is against
the tradition.

Congress leader Rahul

Gandhi, Rijiju said, should
have adhered to the rules
of parliamentary debate
by speaking on the
President’s address rather
than spreading negativity
in the House.

He said that before 2014,
people only saw news
about scams and corrup-

tion and had lost faith in
the political leadership,
but things have changed
now. People have again re-
posed faith in Prime
Minister Modi, he said,
adding the Opposition can
not mislead the people
now. “The thoughts of the
prime minister are as pure

as Ganga. His truth and
dedication will always be
pure. No one can stain it,”
Rijiju said.

He also said that in 2019,
the Opposition tried to de-
fame the prime minister
with the slogan ‘chowki-
dar chor hai’ but people
gave a befitting reply by
again reposing faith in
Modi.

“Again the people have
made up their minds,” he
added.

Gandhi on Tuesday led a
blistering opposition at-
tack in Lok Sabha over the
Hindenburg report, claim-
ing that the meteoric rise
in Gautam Adani’s for-
tunes happened after the
BJP came to power in 2014
as he rose in the global
rich list from the 609th to
the second spot eventually.

RIJIJU TO OPPN IN LS

Union Law Minister Kiren Rijiju speaks in the Lok Sabha
during Budget Session of Parliament, in New Delhi,
Wednesday. 

‘PM’s thinking is pure like Ganga, no one can stain it’
Pithoragarh (U’khand),
Feb 08 (PTI): The Kailash-
Mansarovar yatra is un-
likely to resume for the
fourth consecutive year
with no communication yet
from the Ministry of
External Affairs to the
nodal agency about the an-
nual pilgrimage. The yatra
is conducted through the
Lipulekh pass in
Uttarakhand’s Pithoragarh
district every year.
However, it remains sus-
pended due to the COVID-
19 pandemic since 2020.
The yatra through the
Lipulekh pass was last or-
ganised in 2019. “There is
no communication about
the yatra yet from the exter-
nal affairs ministry nor is
there any information
about it on its official web-

site,” AP Vajpayee, an offi-
cial of the Kumaon Mandal
Vikas Nigam, which is the
nodal agency for the yatra,
said. Pithoragarh District
Magistrate Reena Joshi
confirmed that there is no
communication from the
government yet about the
pilgrimage. “The Kailash-
Mansarovar yatra through
the Lipulekh pass began in
1981 and nearly 1,000 pil-
grims used the route every
year to reach the sacred
destination of Kailash-
Mansarovar in Tibet till
2019,” KMVN Manager
Dinesh Gururani, who has
35 years of experience in
managing the yatra, said.

“As a substitute to the
Kailash-Mansarovar yatra,
we are now preparing for
the yatra to Adi Kailash,

which is located in the Vyas
valley within the Indian
territory,” Vajpayee said. If
things were normal, at
least two meetings on the
preparations for the yatra
— one in New Delhi and an-
other in Pithoragarh —
would have been held by
now, he said, adding that
online applications for the
yatra would also have been
invited. The yatra usually
commences in the first
week of June and the
preparations for it begin
three-four months in ad-
vance.

“With the Kailash-
Mansarovar yatra not tak-
ing place for the last few
years, we have developed
the routes to Adi Kailash
and are preparing a final
route chart,” Vajpayee said.

Mansarovar yatra unlikely to
resume for 4th consecutive year
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Gaziantep (Turkiye), Feb 08 (AP):

The death toll from an
earthquake in Turkey and
Syria has passed 11,000.
Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan is visiting
the quake zone. He said
the fatalities in Turkiye
alone have passed 8,500.

He conceded shortfalls
in the response during the
first day but said the situa-
tion has improved since
then. “We won’t allow any
of our citizens to be left in
the streets,” he said.

Thinly stretched rescue
teams worked through the
night in Turkey and Syria,
pulling more bodies from
the rubble of thousands of
buildings toppled by a cat-
astrophic earthquake. The
death toll rose Wednesday
to more than 9,500, making
the quake the deadliest in
more than a decade.

Turkey’s disaster man-

agement agency said the
country’s death toll had
risen to 7,108, bringing the
overall total to 9,638, in-
cluding fatalities reported
in neighbouring Syria,
since Monday’s earth-
quake and multiple after-
shocks.

The death toll in govern-
ment-held areas of Syria
has climbed to 1,250, with
2,054 injured, according to

the Health Ministry. At
least 1,280 people have died
in the rebel-held north-
west, according to volun-
teer first responders
known as the White
Helmets, with more than
2,600 injured.

That surpassed the 8,800
killed in a magnitude 7.8
earthquake in Nepal in
2015.

Amid calls for the gov-

ernment to send more help
to the disaster zone,
President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan was to travel to
town of Pazarcik, the epi-
center of the quake, and to
the worst-hit province of
Hatay on Wednesday.

Turkey now has some
60,000 aid personnel in the
quake-hit zone, but with
the devastation so wide-
spread many are still wait-
ing for help.

Nearly two days after
the magnitude 7.8 quake
struck southeastern
Turkey and northern
Syria, rescuers pulled a 3-
year-old boy, Arif Kaan,
from beneath the rubble of
a collapsed apartment
building in
Kahramanmaras, a city
not far from the epicenter.

With the boy’s lower
body trapped under slabs
of concrete and twisted
rebar, emergency crews

lay a blanket over his torso
to protect him from below-
freezing temperatures as
they carefully cut the de-
bris away from him, mind-
ful of the possibility of
triggering another col-
lapse. The boy’s father,
Ertugrul Kisi, who him-
self had been rescued ear-
lier, sobbed as his son was
pulled free and loaded into
an ambulance.

“For now, the name of
hope in Kahramanmaras
is Arif Kaan,” a Turkish
television reporter pro-
claimed as the dramatic
rescue was broadcast to
the country. A few hours
later, rescuers pulled 10-
year-old Betul Edis from
the rubble of her home in
the city of Adiyaman.
Amid applause from on-
lookers, her grandfather
kissed her and spoke softly
to her as she was loaded on
an ambulance.

Turkey, Syria quake deaths pass
11,000; deadliest in decade

Tons of relief assistance sent by the Indian government 
arrive the Damascus airport for the earthquake-hit Syria. 

PROTEST

Workers representing government institutions participate in a protest against Sri
Lankan president Ranil Wickremesinghe’s tax policy in Colombo, Sri Lanka,
Wednesday, Feb. 8. Wickremesinghe on Wednesday appealed for patience amid the
country’s worst economic crisis but promised brighter times ahead. 

Washington, Feb 08 (PTI):

China has operated a
fleet of spy balloons tar-
geting several countries
including India and Japan,
a media report has said,
days after the US military
shot down a Chinese sur-
veillance craft floating
over sensitive installations
in the country.

US officials have briefed
its friends and allies in-
cluding India on the finds
of the Chinese surveil-
lance balloon that was
shot down by a fighter jet
off the coast of South
Carolina in the Atlantic
Ocean on Saturday.

On Monday, Deputy
Secretary of State Wendy
Sherman briefed officials
from about 40 embassies
here about it.

“The surveillance bal-

loon effort, which has op-
erated for several years
partly out of Hainan
province off China’s south
coast, has collected infor-
mation on military assets
in countries and areas of
emerging strategic inter-
est to China including
Japan, India, Vietnam,
Taiwan and the
Philippines,” The
Washington Post reported
on Tuesday.

The Post’s report was
based on interviews with
several anonymous de-
fence and intelligence offi-
cials.

Officials have said these
surveillance airships, op-
erated in part by the PLA
(People’s Liberation
Army) air force, have been
spotted over five conti-
nents, the daily reported.

“These balloons are all

part of a PRC ( People’s
Republic of China) fleet of
balloons developed to con-
duct surveillance opera-
tions, which also violated
the sovereignty of other
countries,” a senior de-
fence official was quoted
as saying.

According to the daily,
in recent years, at least
four balloons have been
spotted over Hawaii,
Florida, Texas and Guam
in addition to the one
tracked last week.

Three of the four in-
stances took place during
the Trump administration
but were only recently
identified as Chinese sur-
veillance airships, it said.

The Pentagon on
Tuesday released a series
of pictures recovering the
high-altitude surveillance
balloon.

Chinese spy balloons have targeted
several countries, including India

Peshawar, Feb 08 (PTI):

Pakistan’s security forces
gunned down 12 Tehreek-e-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP) mil-
itants on Wednesday in the
country’s restive north-
west, police said, as the gov-
ernment stepped up its of-
fensive against outlawed
groups following a spike in
terror attacks. The terror-
ists’ vehicle was targeted
during the operation con-
ducted in the Lakki Marwat
district of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province,
bordering South
Waziristan, officials from
the Counter Terrorism
Department said.

The militants of the
Azahruddin group of the
TTP were intercepted by
the CTD when they were
fleeing towards the adjoin-
ing Tank district, and in the

ensuing gun battle, 12 of
them were gunned down.
Weapons, ammunition, and
Afghan currency were re-
covered from the posses-
sion of those killed, they
said. The operation, based
on prior intelligence, comes
amidst the government’s re-
cent decision to step up op-
erations against terror
groups like the TTP.
Pakistan has been hit by a
wave of terrorism, mostly
in the country’s Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province,
but also in Balochistan and
the Punjab town of
Mianwali, which borders
the restive Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province. On
January 30, a Taliban sui-
cide bomber blew himself
up during the afternoon
prayers at a well-guarded
mosque in Peshawar,
killing 101 people and injur-

ing more than 200 others.
The Azahruddin group of

the TTP has been active in
the area against the police
and has conducted numer-
ous attacks against law en-
forcers. In December 2022, it
killed six police officials in
the district. The TTP, set up
as an umbrella group of
several militant outfits in
2007, called off a ceasefire
with the federal govern-
ment and ordered its mili-
tants to stage terrorist at-
tacks across the country.

The group, which is be-
lieved to be close to Al-
Qaeda, has been blamed for
several deadly attacks
across Pakistan, including
an attack on army head-
quarters in 2009, assaults
on military bases, and the
2008 bombing of the
Marriott Hotel in
Islamabad.

12 TTP militants killed in Pakistan’s
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province Bangkok, Feb 08 (AP):

Myanmar’s military-led
government, working with
Russia’s state atomic ener-
gy company, has inaugu-
rated a nuclear power in-
formation center as a step
toward developing atomic
power to fill energy short-
ages in the strife-torn
Southeast Asian nation.

Myanmar state media
reported Tuesday that the
head of the military gov-
ernment, Senior Gen. Min
Aung Hlaing, met with
Alexey Evgenievich
Likhachev, director gener-
al of the Russian State
Atomic Energy Corp., or
Rosatom.

Officials from the two
sides met at the newly
opened Nuclear
Technology Information
Center in Myanmar’s
largest city, Yangon, on

Monday, the state-run
Global New Light of
Myanmar newspaper said.

Myanmar hopes to build
and operate a reactor
under a preliminary
agreement between
Myanmar and Rosatom
that was signed in 2015,
the newspaper said. The
two sides signed memo-
randums of understand-
ing in Moscow in July on
nuclear energy, training
and promotion of public
understanding of atomic
power. “Thanks to the co-
operation of Rosatom,
Myanmar will have to en-
hance the human re-
sources related to the con-
struction and running of a
Small Modular Reactor in
Myanmar and to produce
qualified experts for re-
spective sectors,” the
newspaper quoted Min
Aung Hlaing as saying.

Myanmar, Russia sign pact on
developing nuclear power

Washington, Feb 08 (PTI):

US President Joe Biden
has said that “Made in
America” is the top priori-
ty of his administration
and announced that
bridges, roads and high-
ways in the country will
be made with American
construction materials.

Biden in his second
State of the Union
Address on Tuesday said
to maintain the strongest
economy in the world, the
US also needs the best in-
frastructure in the world.

The US used to be num-
ber 1 in the world in infra-
structure, but then it fell to
number 13th, he said.

“Now we’re coming
back because we came to-
gether to pass the
B i p a r t i s a n
Infrastructure Law, the
largest investment in in-

frastructure since
President Eisenhower’s
Interstate Highway
System,” he said.

He said ‘Buy American’
has been the law of the
land since 1933.

“But for too long, past
administrations have
found ways to get around
it. Not anymore,” Biden
said in his joint address to

the US Congress.
“Tonight, I’m also an-
nouncing new standards
to require all construction
materials used in federal
infrastructure projects to
be made in America.
American-made lumber,
glass, drywall, fiber optic
cables,” he said. He said
under his watch,
American roads, bridges
and highways will be
made with American
products.

Biden asserted that his
economic plan is about
investing in places and
people that have been for-
gotten. Amid the eco-
nomic upheaval of the
past four decades, too
many people have been
left behind or treated like
they’re invisible, he

noted. “Maybe that’s you,
watching at home. You re-
member the jobs that went
away. And you wonder

whether a path even exists
anymore for you and your
children to get ahead with-
out moving away.

‘Made in America’ is top priority: Biden

Wellington, Feb 08 (AP):

New Zealand police said
Wednesday they found
more than 3 tons of co-
caine floating in a remote
part of the Pacific Ocean
after it was dropped there
by an international drug-
smuggling syndicate.

While they had yet to
make any arrests, police
said they had dealt a finan-
cial blow to everyone from
the South American pro-

ducers of the drugs
through to the distributors
in what was the nation’s
largest-ever drug seizure.

New Zealand Police
Commissioner Andrew
Coster said the cocaine
had been dropped at a
floating transit point in 81
bales before it was inter-
cepted by a navy ship,
which was deployed to the
area last week. The ship
then made the six-day trip
back to New Zealand,

where the drugs were
being documented and de-
stroyed. Coster said the
wholesale value of the 3.2
tonnes (3.5 tons) of co-
caine was worth about 500
million New Zealand dol-
lars (316 million) and it
was likely destined for
Australia.

“We believe there was
enough cocaine to service
the Australian market for
about one year, and this
would be more than New
Zealand would use in 30
years,” Coster said. He
said police, customs and
the military found the
drugs after launching
Operation Hydros in
December in collaboration
with international partner
agencies to identify and
monitor the movements of
suspicious vessels.

New Zealand police find 3.5 tons 
of cocaine in Pacific Ocean

United Nations, Feb 08 (AP):

North Korean hackers
working for the government
stole record-breaking virtual
assets last year estimated to
be worth between 630 million
and more than 1 billion, U.N.
experts said in a new report.
The panel of experts said in
the wide-ranging report seen
Tuesday by The Associated
Press that the hackers used
increasingly sophisticated
techniques to gain access to
digital networks involved in
cyberfinance, and to steal in-
formation that could be useful
in North Korea’s nuclear and
ballistic missile programs
from governments, individu-
als and companies.

With growing tensions on
the Korean Peninsula, the re-
port said North Korea contin-
ued to violate U.N. sanctions,
producing weapons-grade nu-
clear material, and improving

its ballistic missile program,
which “continued to acceler-
ate dramatically.” In 2022, the
Democratic People’s Republic
of Korea the North’s official
name launched at least 73 bal-
listic missiles and missiles
combining ballistic and guid-
ance technologies including
eight intercontinental ballis-
tic missiles, the panel said.
And 42 launches, including
the test of a reportedly new
type of ICBM and a new solid-
fueled ICBM engine, were
conducted in the last four
months of the year.

North Korea’s leader Kim
Jong Un ordered an “expo-
nential increase of the coun-
try’s nuclear arsenal” in
January, and the panel said “a
new law discussed an in-
creased focus on tactical nu-
clear capability, a new first-
use doctrine, and the `irre-
versible nature’ of the
DPRK’s nuclear status.”

UN experts: North Korean hackers
stole record virtual assets



T he Russia-Ukraine war will
complete a full year on

February 23, this year. And, there is
no sign of the war coming to an end
any time soon. In fact, the armed
conflict between the two East
European neighbours is becoming
deadlier by day. As of January 29,
this year, the UN Office of High
Commissioner for Human Rights
verified a total of 7,110 civilian
deaths. Of them, 438 were children.
Furthermore, 11,547 people were
reported to have been injured.
However, the UN agency specified
that the real numbers could be
higher. The world’s richest coun-
tries are continuing to fuel the
Russia-Ukraine war by endlessly
supplying military and economic
aids to Ukraine to fight the war on
their behalf even at the cost of their
respective economies. Going by the
official statements of donor coun-
tries and media reports, foreign aid
received by Ukraine since February
24, last year, when the war started,
is over $150 billion. Ukraine re-
ceived over $48.5 billion in military
assistance from the West, which,
according to TASS calculations, is
almost equal to Russia’s 2022 de-
fence budget. The military and fi-
nancial involvement of some of the
global rich nations in support of
Ukraine’s war with Russia gives it a
colour of a war between NATO and
Russia. Ukraine is being used mere-
ly as a launch pad or pawn.

The war has impacted the econ-
omy of the entire world. Barring
Saudi Arabia and India, almost all
other global economies witnessed

poor economic growth in 2022. An
estimate by the Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD) shows that
Saudi Arabia’s GDP growth in 2022
was around 10 percent and India’s
was seven percent. Turkey and
Indonesia’s GDP were around five
percent each. Almost the rest of
the world suffered a lower GDP
growth in 2022. China’s GDP
growth was below five percent. The
economies of the United States, the
biggest arms and fund provider to
Ukraine, and Germany grew by
around 2.5 percent. The OECD eco-
nomic forecast for all major coun-
tries, including India, in 2023 looks
depressive. Among the major coun-
tries, only India may reach a six
percent GDP growth in 2023. All
other countries, including Saudi
Arabia and China, may show GDP
growth upto five percent.

The punishing economic impact
of the Russia-Ukraine war on the
world, coming soon after the effect
of the coronavirus-led pandemic on
the global economy, seems to have
little influence on the aggressive
postures by the West to fuel the
conflict.  The military and financial
aids are constantly pouring into
Ukraine from NATO countries to
force Kyiv to hold fort. The total
foreign aid to Ukraine to fight the
war would be over three times the
country’s annual defence budget.
OECD’s recent Economic Outlook
said the war is creating “serious
headwinds for the global econo-
my.” The global economy is expect-
ed to further slow down in 2023 and
2024 as the massive energy shock
triggered by the war continues to
spur inflationary pressures, sap-
ping confidence and household
purchasing power and increasing
risks worldwide. OECD projected
that the global economy would
grow well below the outcomes ex-
pected before the war – at a mod-
est 3.1 percent in 2022, before
slowing to 2.2 percent in 2023 and
recovering moderately to a still
sub-par 2.7 percent pace in 2024.

OECD had said that GDP growth

in 2023 is strongly dependent on
the major Asian emerging market
economies, which will account for
close to three-quarters of global
GDP growth, with the US and
Europe decelerating sharply.
Persistent inflation, high energy
prices, weak real household in-
come growth, falling confidence
and tighter financial conditions are
all expected to curtail growth.
Higher interest rates, while neces-
sary to moderate inflation, will in-
crease financial challenges for both
households and corporate borrow-
ers. In a similar report earlier, the
World Bank’s Economic Update for
the Europe and Central Asia region
said  the ongoing war in Ukraine
has dimmed prospects of a post-
pandemic economic recovery for
emerging and developing
economies.

The World Bank report said eco-
nomic activity will remain deeply
depressed through 2023, with mini-
mal growth of 0.3 percent expected
during the year, as energy price
shocks continue to impact the re-
gion. Regional output is expected to
contract by 0.2 percent in 2022, re-
flecting above expectation growth
in some of the region’s largest
economies and the prudent exten-
sion of pandemic-era stimulus pro-
grammes by some governments.
Ukraine’s economy was projected to
contract by 35 percent in 2022. Its
economic activity is scarred by the
destruction of productive capacity,
damage to agricultural land, and re-
duced labour supply as more than
14 million people are estimated to
have been displaced. According to
World Bank estimates, recovery and
reconstruction needs across social,
productive, and infrastructure sec-
tors total at least $349 billion, which
is more than 1.5 times the size of
Ukraine’s pre-war economy in 2021.

While these reports are quite
alarming in terms of the impact of
the on-going Russia-Ukraine war on
the global economy in general and,
in particular, those western coun-
tries continuously providing aids to
Ukraine to fight Russia, there is ab-

solutely no effort on the part of
NATO to bring the two belligerent
parties together on a discussion
table to find a workable solution to
the problem leading to the armed
conflict. Western powers are contin-
uously aiding and instigating
Ukraine to fight Russia. More than
30 countries have supplied military
equipment to Ukraine since the war
broke out nearly a year ago.The sup-
plies include tanks, advanced M777
Howitzers, missile systems, includ-
ing Patriot, S-300 air defence sys-
tem, Starstreak missiles, long range
rockets such as M142 High Mobility
Artillery Rocket System or Himars,
single shot anti-tank Nlaw weapons
and drones. Lately, Turkey has sold
a good number of  Bayraktar TB2
armed drones to Ukraine.

Clearly, NATO wants the war to
continue until Russia withdraws.
That will pave the way for Ukraine
to become a NATO member allow-
ing a massive NATO build up in
Ukraine across the Russian border.
Only a diplomatic assurance from
Ukraine of its neutrality can end the
war almost immediately. But the
US-led NATO would not let it hap-
pen. On February 21, Russian
President Vladimir Putin had em-
phasised in a speech that Russia
accepts “the new geopolitical reali-
ty that took shape after the dissolu-
tion of the USSR.”  This was also
mentioned earlier by Putin in an ar-
ticle on July 12, 2021. Putin reiterat-
ed the point for a third time on
February 24, before attacking
Ukraine, saying that “it is not our
plan to occupy Ukrainian territory”
and made it clear that he respected
Ukrainian sovereignty, but only up
to a point: “Russia cannot feel safe,
develop, and exist while facing a
permanent threat from the territo-
ry of today’s Ukraine.” As the situa-
tion stands now, NATO, not
Ukraine, is in total control and the
war is unlikely to stop soon even at
the risks of further global economic
slowdown, diminishing trend of
global currency hegemony by US
Dollars and Euros, and a possible
nuclear strike.
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Irresponsible statement
of a bank chairman

Bank of Baroda MD and
CEO Sanjiv Chadha on
February 3 told
Moneycontrol that his bank
will continue to lend to the
Adani group if the group ac-
count meets the lender's un-
derwriting criteria. Country
men are tired of listening the
bank frauds being happened
in almost all banks and there
is no mechanism to stop it.
And we hear about the mis-
management of Banks NPA
as well as frauds and it has
become a routine business of
Banks and do not bother
about the hard money of tax
County men are tired of all
these irresponsible activities
where crores of rupees are
washed away due to inca-
pable officials and as well as
wrong mechanism of banks.
It happens in most of cases
incompetent and irresponsi-
ble officials are responsible.
These incompetent officials
are not capable even to han-
dle their own seat and are not
well versed with the bank cir-
culars and they are not hav-
ing up-to-date knowledge.
The officials posted at Head
Office are mainly responsible
for not following up properly
the procedure and rules regu-
lations of bank. Until and un-
less there is improvement in
the functioning at the Head
Office level frauds are likely
to happen in future also.

Yash Pal Ralhan,
Jalandhar

Ban on betting apps
It is a much-appreciated

decision of the Government
of India to block 232 China-
based betting and lending
apps, which were involved in
the extortion of money.
Incidents of extortion and
harassment have been re-
ported from Andhra
Pradesh, Telangana, and
Karnataka. These applica-
tions were in violation of
Section 69 of the IT Act. The
nation comes first, and when
something like this poses a
threat to the sovereignty and
integrity of the country, it
should be wiped out from its
roots.

Ravinder Kumar Thakur,
Kishtwar

Cheating mobile users
The black sheep Chinese

apps are exploiting young
Internet users to steal pre-
cious personal data of Indian
citizens. In the name of easy
loans, they are cheating the
poor, and even dare to threat-
en them by using cheap prac-
tices of releasing their per-
sonal details in the public do-
main. Perhaps, it is part of
their state’s agenda to collect
data from mobiles of these
users and to wage a cyber
war against their countries.
China in the past has suc-
cessfully demonstrated its
hacking prowess by showing
its strength in countries like
the US and India, which they
never accepted. Therefore,
banning these apps with
Chinese links is a sign of
proactive and corrective vigi-
lance by the Indian
Government.

Virender Sharma, Shimla
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TO THE EDITOR✍

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  BILASPUR,  THURSDAY,  FEBRUARY 09,  2023

Fishermen try to release whale shark back into the sea after it got entangled in a fishing net cast by them, at Shankumugham
Beach, in Thiruvananthapuram, Wednesday, Feb. 8.

WHALE SHARK

I NDIA was the world’s biggest arms importer from
2017 to 2021, but that’s the price the country had to

pay for its geographical location — there is an exporter of
terrorism at our western border and a belligerent neigh-
bour in the north. In its efforts to cut down on the import
bill, the government has been encouraging startups, espe-
cially relating to smaller, cutting-edge technology products
such as drones used for surveillance and in warfare. The
inauguration of the country’s largest helicopter manufac-
turing facility — the Hindustan Aeronautics Limited
(HAL) factory in Tumakuru district, Karnataka — by PM
Modi is a significant step towards indigenisation. Initially,
Light Utility Helicopters (LUH) would be manufactured at
this factory but over 20 years, HAL plans to produce over
1,000 helicopters in the 3-15 tonne range there. This is ex-
pected to fulfil our requirement of helicopters. The new
greenfield helicopter factory is tipped to enhance the ca-
pacity and ecosystem to build helicopters. The helicopter
manufacturing facility, which will be the largest in Asia,
will initially produce Light Utility Helicopters (LUH). LUH
is an indigenously designed and developed 3-ton class, sin-
gle-engine multipurpose utility helicopter with the unique
feature of high manoeuvrability. The factory will be ex-
panded to manufacture Light Combat Helicopter (LCH)
and Indian Multirole Helicopter (IMRH) as well, while also
emerging as a facility for the repair and overhaul of LCH,
LUH, Civil ALH and IMRH in the future. The factory also
has the potential for exporting the civil LUHs in future.
This facility will enable India to meet its entire require-
ment of helicopters indigenously and will, in time, also at-
tain the distinction of enabling self-reliance in helicopter
design, development and manufacture in India. The facto-
ry will have a manufacturing set-up of Industry 4.0 stan-
dards. Over the next 20 years, HAL plans to produce more
than 1,000 helicopters in the class of 3-15 tonnes from
Tumakuru. The same will result in employment for about
6,000 people in the region. Indigenisation of defence prod-
ucts was a significant theme of this year’s Republic Day,
with the ceremonial 21-gun salute being presented for the
first time by Indian-made 105-mm field guns. Also show-
cased were Indian-made equipment such as the NAG mis-
sile system, battle tank Arjun, K-9 Vajra-T gun system,
AKASH air defence system, and Brahmos missile.
Developing new armament is not the priority but a neces-
sity. The new helicopter factory in Tumakuru is, thus,
cause for pride for those engaged in research, development
and manufacturing in the defence sector.

HAL facility a milestone in
self-reliance in defence

West unlikely to stop fuelling 
Russia-Ukraine war soon

Kajal Chatterjee

S o as to enjoy a relaxed has-
sle-free holiday and also for

boosting a bit of security, invariably
I  undertake a tour with a particular
travel organisation. Let's take a sin-
gle day as a sample. Woke up on re-
sponse to hotel calling bell in verge
of dawn in very cold Dirang,
Arunachal Pradesh. 2 boys of the
cooking unit (aged 20-25) are wait-
ing with morning tea  with all possi-
ble combinations (milk and sugar,
neither milk nor sugar, milk but no
sugar, sugar but no milk).  Following
all "duties" at the bathroom, the
touring group (average heads:- 30-
60) walk to the eating arena for a
refreshing, fulfilling breakfast. 

Thereupon starts the upward
journey towards far-distant Tawang.
On the way full-fledged hot lunch
gets served in any make-shift shel-
ter by the cooks-cum-assistants
(numbering 4) after heating the
items bought cooked from Dirang
hotel. Reached the high-altitude

Tawang  in a chilly rain-swept dark
evening. The tourists simply take
entry in the warm comforts of allot-
ted rooms. Within half an hour, the
cooking unit serves tea and some
fries. And sharp at 9 pm, dinner con-
sisting of various items are ab-
solutely ready for us to savour so as
to hit the bed and blanket on sched-
ule. This is the routine throughout
all tours; just the destination might
change to Kathmandu, Thimphu or
Gangtok. But how does this magic
or clock-like precision happen on a
consistent basis? Just due to the
supreme work ethics, Himalayan
workload, discipline and accounta-
bility of the cooking and serving
unit. Day in and day out they wake
up much before dawn (often in
freezing conditions) to prepare our
morning tea, breakfast, lunch to be
served on the way. And immediate-
ly after reaching the destination
after a long hectic journey, prompt-
ly these unsung fellows go straight
to the kitchen to prepare our
snacks, tea and thereafter dinner.

So many times, my conscience used
to ask me whether I am exploiting
these boys of poor rural background
who have nothing better or com-
forting to do? But why should I take
the moral blame? I have paid my
honest money to the tourism organ-
isation for a relaxing holiday and I
am surely entitled to these privi-
leges. And it is the headache or re-
sponsibility on the part of the com-
pany how many persons they would
employ or through which mode they
would render service to us! And
isn't it the hard fact that just be-
cause tourists exist, these tour or-
ganisations exist and by virtue of it,
these boys of poor "uneducated"
background find an avenue to sur-
vive in this world. So all is OK and I
felt much better. During our
Arunachal-bound journey, our first
night stay was at a Guwahati hotel.
Though not any star property; yet
that Manipuri-themed hotel, named
Siroy Lily,  was definitely a top end
one in middle class standards. A
very clean, well-furnished, beautiful

hotel with spacious AC rooms. But
on our return leg, the last night was
spent in Bhalukpong. After lunch,
we drove straight to Guwahati rail-
way station in the late evening to
board the Kolkata-bound train at 10
pm. The boys went to pick up our
packed dinner from a restaurant.
And thereafter their duties would
finish. Now they would not return
with the tourist party and the man-
ager. Rather they would stay back
at Guwahati as the next Arunachal-
bound tourist group is scheduled to
reach the city after 36 hours. That
means these hardworking humble
boys would get at least a much de-
served 2 night rest in Guwahati.
Nice. Along with this pleasure or
consolation, I was even envying
them a bit also. While our tired bod-
ies (following almost a fortnight
tour negotiating tough terrain and
adverse climate) would have to un-
dertake another 20-hour journey to
Kolkata, these boys would just re-
turn to that exquisite Guwahati
Hotel within an hour and have a

sound sleep in AC comfort.
But what a fool I was indeed!

Why will they be put up in that
Manipuri-themed hotel. Whatever
be their contribution; at the end of
the day, aren't they mere "manual
labourers". Yes they can gain entry
in high-end hotels and get a large
nice room to be collectively shared
with the manager; but only when
the touring party is in so as to serve
them meticulously right from dawn
to night. But how can they expect
such luxury only for themselves?
So, I overheard that they would
stay in another hotel for 2 nights.
Obviously, it would be in an ordi-
nary room of a low-cost Hotel, hud-
dled together. As I was sitting be-
side the window of the train origi-
nating from Guwahati with dinner
packet in hand, I noticed the 4
silent-worker angels slowly walk-
ing towards the overbridge for
their non-descript accommodation
so as to prepare for another 12 day
back-breaking "smiling" toil after
just 36 hours. 

Something definitely wrong somewhere

NANTOO BANERJEE

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
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The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit

P andit Jawaharlal Nehru had once said, “You can tell
the condition of a nation by looking at the status of

its women”. The crucial role that women and girls play in
ensuring the sustainability of rural households and com-
munities, improving rural livelihoods and overall wellbe-
ing, has been increasingly recognized. Women account for
a substantial proportion of the agricultural labour force,
including informal work, and perform the bulk of unpaid
care and domestic work within families and households in
rural areas. Women used to command acute power and im-
portance in our ancient culture. The proof of this fact can
be found in all the scriptures and even our mythological
stories. We worship Goddess Durga, Lakshmi, Saraswati
and many others. That shows how Indian civilization had
revered the female form. Climate change affects women’s
and men’s assets and well-being differently in terms of
agricultural production, food security, health, water and
energy resources, climate-induced migration and conflict,
and climate-related natural disasters. Women are powerful
change agents to address climate change at scale. They are
key actors in building community resilience and respond-
ing to climate-related disasters. Women tend to make deci-
sions about resource use and investments in the interest
and welfare of their children, families, and communities.
Empowerment of women involves many things - economic
opportunity, social equality, and personal rights. Women
are deprived of these human rights, often as a matter of
tradition. In rural areas, women are generally not per-
ceived to have any meaningful income generation capacity,
and hence, they are relegated mainly to household duties
and cheap labour. For rural women, new initiatives are
particularly urgent in matters of agricultural production,
cottage and small-scale industry, credit, marketing, energy,
technology, potable water supply, sanitation, primary
health care, education and training. Additionally, rural
women have difficulties in engaging in income-generating
activities because of their general lack of modern educa-
tion and training and their hard and time-consuming re-
sponsibilities in the above- mentioned tasks of food pro-
cessing (e.g. pounding and other processing of grain) and
the fetching of fuel and water, often requiring many hours
of work a day. In respect of agricultural production,
women’s work must be treated as the important part of the
farm family’s work that it is an extension and other servic-
es should be designed to meet women’s as well as men’s
needs. The majority of rural women in developing coun-
tries are also in great, sometimes desperate, need of im-
proved water supply and sanitation facilities. Gandhiji’s
vision that women must play an equal and important role
in national development. However, the movement for rais-
ing the socio-economic status of women had involved gen-
erally the middle-class educated women in major urban
centers while the great mass of rural women are yet to
enjoy the rights and privileges as enshrined in the
Constitution. Women exploitation is a serious problem
and the question is that why an exploited women lives in
society, cannot have any right to get justice even after in-
troducing various laws in favour of Indian women.
Without the active participation in rural development of
women, no strategy is going to succeed within the foresee-
able future. A key challenge today is how to strengthen
women’s capacities to identify technological needs, and to
create and adapt technologies in light of social needs and
resource constraints.

Allow women to fly high 
without cutting their wings 
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Industrial state

Amritsar/Pathankot:
Punjab Chief
Minister Bhagwant
Mann  said the cur-
rent political stability
and quick decision
making mechanism
along with “out of
box” ideas will soon
make the state a front-
running industrial
state in the country.
The chief minister
was interacting with
industrialists here
during the run up to
the Progressive
Punjab Investment
Summit, scheduled to
be held on February
23 and 24 at Mohali.
“....Punjabis have al-
ways excelled in every
sphere,” Mann said,
adding that the entre-
preneurs from the
state have carved out a
niche for themselves
across the globe. The
day is not far when
Punjab will be on the
high growth trajecto-
ry of industrial
growth, according to
an official statement
quoting Mann.

Revenue share 
Kolkata: Samsung
India  said that it in-
tends to grow revenue
from 5G models while
continuing to cater to
all segments of the
mobile handset mar-
ket. In value terms, 5G
grew 78 per cent for
the mobile industry in
2022, but Samsung
said it grew over 100
per cent. The compa-
ny, however, did not
share the absolute rev-
enue numbers. “In
2022, industry contri-
bution to 5G handsets
was 56 per cent as per
industry analysts.
But, 5G contributed 61
per cent to Samsung.
We expect the value
contribution to go up
to 75 per cent in 2023,”
Samsung India Sr VP
(Mobile Business)
Raju Pullan said at the
launch of the S23
model. Samsung said
its premium segment
considering handsets
costing above Rs
30,000 expanded by 75
per cent during 2022
against 34 per cent by
the industry.

Farm mechanisation

New Delhi: India has
witnessed considerable
progress in farm mech-
anisation but its spread
across the country still
remains “uneven”, ac-
cording to a latest re-
port by the National
Council of Applied
Economic Research
(NCAER). Even the
farm power availabili-
ty in India is much
lower as compared to
the US, Japan and
Korea, it said. The re-
port “Making India a
Global Power House on
Farm Machinery
Industry” was released
by Minister of State for
Agriculture Shobha
Karandlaje here.
“Though we are wit-
nessing considerable
progress in farm mech-
anisation, its spread
across the length and
breadth of our country
still remains uneven,”
said an official state-
ment quoting the
NCAER’s latest report.

NEW LAUNCH

OnePlus India CEO Navnit Nakra during the launch of One Plus’ 11 and 11R
smartphones, at Aerocity in New Delhi.

Mumbai, Feb 08:  

Reserve Bank of India
governor Shaktikanta
Das has said the moder-
ate hike in the policy rate
— first since the cycle
began last May — gives
the central bank the lee-
way to make appropriate
data-driven changes in
the policy going forward.
The RBI governor
stopped short of making
any forward looking
statement on the policy
stance.

“The issue of changing
the monetary policy
stance and withdrawal of
accommodation till infla-
tion falls to the desired
level is like a chicken and
egg question and that I
want the chicken to de-
cide,” the governor said
jokingly, while address-
ing reporters at the post-

policy presser, refusing
to offer a guidance on the
monetary policy stance.
While the market was ex-
pecting the delivered 25
basis points hike, which
took the policy rate to 6.5
per cent, but was also ex-
pecting a hint from the
RBI-MPC towards a
pause given the fall in in-
flation for the past two
months. The same was
also expressed by two ex-
ternal members of the
six-member MPC
(Monetary Policy
Committee). Instead, the
final monetary policy
statement came out say-
ing that MPC remains ac-
commodative to support
growth but at the same
time also remains fo-
cused on withdrawal of
accommodation, which
Das described as the
chicken and egg question

and he wants the chicken
to decide. “We watch all
the incoming data and
data trends as well as the

outlook on inflation
apart from what is hap-
pening in the overall
economy, and we take an

appropriate decision at
the appropriate time.
Beyond that I will not be
able to give any forward

guidance, and we are
quite open about it and
there’s a reason for it: we
don’t want to create un-
reasonable or unneces-
sary expectations in the
market. Because some-
times it can become coun-
terproductive,” the gover-
nor said. “And to your re-
peated questions on if
ever we will give a guid-
ance on the policy stance,
let me tell you currently
our stance is a stance of
optimism,” he said. But
both the governor and
senior most deputy gov-
ernor Michael Patra who
heads the monetary poli-
cy department, were
quick to underline that
though inflation has
begun to fall from
November, core inflation
remains sticky and that
is an issue of concern.
They went on to say that

the moderation in veg-
etable prices in
November and December
more than offset the price
momentum in cereals a
few other items. “So we
are examining all these
components and the fu-
ture trajectory of each of
these components on
month on month basis.”
In response to a question
Das said, “The MPC has
considered 25 bps as ap-
propriate, taking into ac-
count where we are now,
the mix of factors and the
data that we have ahead
of us.

But data is always
backward looking; so we
have also looked at the
outlook which is more
forward looking. So, at
the current juncture, the
MPC has felt that a 25 bps
of a moderate hike is
warranted very much.

Moderate rate hike gives leeway to make 
data-driven changes in monetary policy: Das

New Delhi, Feb 08: 

Shares of most of the
Adani Group companies
ended higher on
Wednesday, with the flag-
ship company Adani
Enterprises rallying
nearly 20 per cent. Seven
of the group companies
ended in the positive ter-
ritory while three settled
in the red on Wednesday.

In the last two trading
sessions, Adani Group
companies have recov-
ered around Rs 70,000
crore in combined mar-
ket capitalisation. The
group stocks have lost
around Rs 8.7 lakh crore
or about 45 per cent of
their combined market
valuation since January
24, Manish Chowdhury,

Head of Research at bro-
kerage firm Stoxbox,
said. The US-based short-
seller Hindenburg
Research came out with
its adverse report about
Adani Group on January
24. On Wednesday, shares
of Adani Enterprises ral-
lied nearly 23 per cent to
Rs 2,163, also its upper
price band on the BSE. It
later ended at Rs 2,158.65
per share, up by 19.76 per
cent. The flagship com-
pany’s market valuation
rose Rs 40,601.14 crore to
Rs 2.46 lakh crore.
Shares of Adani Ports
and Special Economic
Zone zoomed 8.34 per
cent to end at Rs 599.45.
The company’s market
valuation rose Rs 9,969.04
crore to Rs 1.29 lakh

crore. Adani Power
closed at Rs 182, Adani
Transmission at Rs
1,314.25, NDTV at Rs
227.75 and Adani Wilmar
at Rs 419.35 per share.
These firms settled with
5 per cent gains and their
closing levels touched
the respective upper
price bands on the BSE.
Besides, Ambuja
Cements rose 0.17 per
cent to close at Rs 384.35.

On the other hand,
three of the Adani group
companies closed in the
red. Adani Total Gas and
Adani Green Energy
plunged 5 per cent each
while ACC fell 1.11 per
cent to end at Rs 1,973.35.
Adani Total Gas settled
at Rs 1,394.15, the lower
price band.

Most Adani Group firms gain; Adani
Enterprises rallies nearly 20 pc

New Delhi, Feb 08: 

Vedanta Aluminium,
India’s largest producer
of aluminium, will be
hosting the first edition of
the International
Aluminium Conference
(IAC 2023) in association
with the Aluminium
Association of India
(AAI) on February 9th
and 10th, 2023. The confer-
ence, themed on “Making
India the Aluminium
Capital of the World”,
will be held at Vedanta’s
operations in
Jharsuguda, Odisha.

IAC 2023 aims to bring
together the global alu-
minium industry and its
stakeholders, including
customers, end con-
sumers, suppliers of tech-

nology, services and raw
materials to the alumini-
um industry, and other
players across the value
chain. The conference
provides a platform for
the exchange of ideas and
best practices, showcas-
ing new innovations and
developments in the field
of aluminium, promoting
sustainability in the in-
dustry, and fostering a cir-

cular economy.
The conference will fea-

ture technical presenta-
tions from a variety of
participants, including
primary metal producers,
equipment suppliers,
product development
teams, academic institu-
tions, research centers,
and prominent interna-
tional experts. IAC 2023
will see industry leaders

come together to deliber-
ate the road ahead for the
global aluminium indus-
try. Rahul Sharma,
President – Aluminium
Association of India and
CEO of Vedanta Limited
– Aluminium, Power and
Port Businesses, said,
“We believe in the limit-
less potential of the alu-
minium industry and are
proud to host the first edi-
tion of the International
Aluminium Conference
to spark ideas for an alu-
minium revolution in
India. IAC 2023 represents
a unique opportunity for
the industry to come to-
gether and drive progress
towards a more sustain-
able future. We look for-
ward to welcoming lead-
ers from across the world
to Jharsuguda and to be a
part of shaping the future
of the Indian Aluminium
Industry.”

Vedanta Aluminium to host the first edition IAC-2023

Motorola’s latest ‘Hatke’ launch-moto e13
New Delhi, Feb 08:

Today, Motorola an-
nounced the launch of its
latest smartphone in the e
series franchise, moto
e13.It is an all-in-one
smartphone, set to dis-
ruptthis segment with up
to 4GB RAM, powered by
UNISOC T606 octa core
processor and a
64GBstorage to ensure a
strong “hatke” perform-
ance, including a massive,
long lasting5000mAh bat-
terythat can last over 36
hours. The smartphone is
available in two variants
starting atan incredible
price of just Rs 6,999
(2GB+64GB) and Rs 7,999
for the 4GB+64GB vari-
ant.

Moto e13 is a showstop-
per in every way. The
sleek, stylish and premi-
um design is beautifully
made for your on-the-go
style cravings and a vi-

brant 6.5” IPS LCD dis-
play screen only adds
more spark to the smart-
phone. Furthermore, the
moto e13 gives you a mul-
tidimensional audio-visu-

al experience with Dolby
Atmos audio. You canun-
lock new levels of emo-
tion in your favorite songs
with greater depth, clari-
ty, and details than ever
before, drawing you closer
to the artists you love.

Additionally, with moto
e13, you have no more
worries about having the
right connections. You get
support for dual-band Wi-
Fi (both 5GHz and 2.4Ghz)
– a first in this segment a
convenient USB Type-C
2.0 connector, and
Bluetooth® 5.03wireless
technology.

Shoot your best photos
with the 13MP AI-pow-
ered camera system, that
are ready to be posted on
your social media ac-
count. With intelligent
features like Auto Smile
Capture, the 13MP camera
recognizes when everyone
in the frame is smiling
and snaps a picture.

New Delhi, Feb 08: 

Finance minister
Nirmala Sitharaman
asked Indian industry to
partner with startups and
use their solutions in de-
veloping products. She
also sought to know from
the captains of Indian in-
dustry to give ‘out of the
box’ ideas on what could
act as catalyst to boost in-
vestment. “I find the pace
at which startups and
their solutions are mov-
ing. Actually the solutions
are for you. But you should
move as fast as they do or
else you will be where you
are and they will find
newer industry or busi-
ness activity for which
they will come up with so-
lutions which are lucra-
tive and you are going to
be where you are. “So I

would think working to-
gether with startups for
products... or for technolo-
gy requirement is the need
of the hour and you
should now unhesitatingly
partner to get that bene-
fit,” Sitharaman said at
the CII post-budget inter-
action with CEOs here.

She said for the new sun-
rise sector, Production
Linked Incentive (PLI)
scheme can be a good in-
centive. “But I also think
beyond PLI is there is any-
thing that you think is that
one little catalyst which
can give you the lead, what
is that?” she said.
Sitharaman also urged in-
dustry to think of out-of-
the-box investment draw-
ing and technology draw-
ing ideas, and out-of-the-
box working together with
startups to get your solu-
tions.

She said post-Covid the
industry has started look-
ing at the India opportuni-
ties beyond their own sec-
tors and is calibrating in-
vestment plans in line
with technology, SDG and
sustainability impera-
tives.

FM asks India Inc to partner
with startups, use tech solutions

New Delhi, Feb 08: 

India takes a giant leap
in the global fight against-
mosquito-borne diseases.
Two homegrown innova-
tions; the world’s lowest
cost liquid mosquito repel-
lent device and a no-gas in-
stant mosquito–kill spray
developed by Godrej
Consumer Products Ltd
(GCPL), was launched in
the presence of experts
from the National Center
for Vector Borne Diseases
Control, Malaria No More
India, Fortis Hospital
Noida, among others.
Branded Goodknight Mini
Liquid and HIT No-Gas
Spray, these innovations
make safe & smoke free
mosquito protection acces-
sible for lower income con-
sumers. Many of whom

today use unsafe and un-
regulated high smoke in-
cense sticks. Doctors cau-
tion against using these
spurious repellent incense
sticks as they may cause
bronchitis, asthma, reac-
tive airways disease, and
other conditions. Till now,
regulated and safe non-
smoke solutions, while
widely known, were only
available at higher prices
and with features that did
not suit the needs of these
consumers. GCPL under-
stood these needs in depth
and have developed inno-
vations with break-
through R&D. Firstly, by
recognizing thatmany
lower income households
have high mosquito infes-
tation through the night
and therefore need a con-
sistent high repellent ef-

fect. This resulted in the
engineering of
Goodknight Mini as a sin-
gle mode machine giving
high all-night efficacy.

Commenting on the af-
fordable innovations,
Sudhir Sitapati, MD &
CEO, Godrej Consumer
Products Ltd (GCPL),
said, “We have made great
progress so far to lessen
the impact of mosquito-
borne diseases. The way
forward, however, calls for
empowering people espe-
cially in small cities,
towns, and rural areas.
Liquid repellents &
aerosols are the most ef-
fective solution against
mosquitoes, but they re-
mained largely inaccessi-
ble to lower income
households due to high
pricing.

Godrej democratises 
household insecticide formats 

Rupee rises 19 paise
to end at 82.51

against US dollar
Mumbai, Feb 08: The
rupee appreciated 19 paise
to close at 82.51 (provision-
al) against the US dollar
on Wednesday after the
Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) hiked the repo rate
by 25 basis points. A rally
in the domestic equity
markets and weakness in
the greenback against
major crosses overseas
also supported the rupee,
forex traders said.
However, surging crude
prices in the international
market and persistent for-
eign fund outflows re-
stricted the appreciation
bias in the local unit, they
added. At the interbank
foreign exchange market,
the local unit opened
strong at 82.67 and touched
an intra-day high of 82.47
and a low of 82.72 against
the greenback.

Repo rate hike by 
RBI in line with

expectations: Experts
Kolkata, Feb 08:  

The 25 basis points
hike in key policy rate by
the Reserve Bank of
India is in “line with
market expectations”, ex-
perts said on Wednesday.
The central bank has cu-
mulatively hiked the
repo rate by 250 basis
points since May last
year in a bid to contain
rising inflation in the
wake of global geopoliti-
cal tensions. Bandhan
Bank Chief Economist
Siddhartha Sanyal said,
“The decision of the
MPC to hike the repo rate
by 25 basis points is in
line with market expecta-
tions. It was a choice be-
tween a pause and a 25
basis points hike with
two of the six-member
MPC panel showing pref-
erence for the former.

Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Governor Shaktikanta Das with Deputy Governors
Michael Debabrata Patra, M.K. Jain, M. Rajeshwar Rao and Rabi Shankar arrives to
address a press conference, in Mumbai, Wednesday, Feb. 8, 2023.

 In Jharsuguda of
Odisha



Sony Entertainment
Television recently

announced roping in actors
Ranndeep R Rai and Niti Taylor
as Raghav and Prachi respec-
tively, for its fan favourite show
'Bade Acche Lagte Hain 2'.
Having enthralled viewers with
its romantic storyline of #RaYa
(Ram and Priya), the show will
be taking a 20-year leap on 7th
February and actors Pooja
Banerjee and Leenesh Mattoo
will be joining the new cast to
take the story forward.
With new faces,  the narrative
promises to give audiences a
fresh perspective on one sided
love in new age relationships.
Pooja Banerjee will essay the
role of Ram and Priya’s elder
daughter Pihu while Leenesh
Mattoo plays the role of Adi
and Brinda’s adopted son,
Angad. Elaborating on their
respective roles, Pooja

Banerjee shares, “I have been
following the show and I’ve
loved how endearingly
Aarohi brought Pihu alive
on screen. When a child
character is so loved,
there’s a challenge and
responsibility to do jus-
tice to the grown-up ver-
sion of that role and in
this case, I have big
shoes to fill in. Pihu who
is now in her early twen-
ties, has gone through
the tragic death of her
parents but she’s learnt
to be strong to protect
her younger sister Prachi,
who she considers her
only family. I will be chan-
nelling that emotion of
being a protector when I
play Pihu on-screen, and I
hope the viewers enjoy this
news phase of this iconic
show."

Actress Gazal Sood,
who has been part
of some popular tel-
evision shows and

web series before,
recently joined
&TV’s gharelu
c o m e d y
"Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan".
The actress is
essaying the
role of Kat, a

ditsy yet
sweet and
h a p p y - g o -

lucky girl who
struggles to
speak fluent

English and
earns the ire of

people around her
who do not under-

stand what she is
saying.
In a candid interview

with us, the actress talks
about her character and
how much she enjoys
doing comedy.

What do you enjoy
most about playing Kat
in Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan?
The show Happu Ki

Ultan Paltan has been my
favourite. I particularly
like most of the characters
and the typical nok-jhok
between them. Speaking of
Kat’s character, I have
found her amusing and
quite entertaining. The
way Kat’s character strug-
gles to talk in English has
always left me in splits, and
I could not be happier to
play the character myself. I
am grateful to the makers
for allowing me to impro-
vise and add my flavour to
the character. Hence, I am

enjoying the entire process
of playing Kat.

How did you bag the
role?

My family loves the
show, and I have watched
many episodes with them.
I got a call from production
a few months ago request-
ing an audition video for
the role of Kate Singh.
More than I, my family
was excited about this. I
made sure to give my best
performance in the audi-
tion, and because of my
family's best wishes and
God's blessing, I was imme-
diately selected for the
part. I was on cloud nine to
learn that the casting team
did not run through any
other auditions and chose
me to play Katori Singh
(Kat).

How much do you enjoy
doing comedy?

Comedy is one of my
favourite genres, as it of-
fers true entertainment
that puts smiles on view-
ers' faces. I have done five
comedy shows and feel that
comedy is my forte. I am
more inclined towards
comedy because there is
much more to explore as
an actor. Making the audi-
ence laugh is one of the
performers' most difficult
tasks. And I feel glad that I
am being able to do that.
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan has
given the audience a much-
needed dose of laughter for
the last four years, and I
feel blessed to join them
this time.

Catch Gazal Sood as Kat
in Happu Ki Ultan Paltan
every Monday to Friday at
10 PM only on &TV!

ACROSS
1. Syrup tree
6. Mellowed
10. March date
14. The British ____
15. Wind indicator
16. Cleansing bar
17. Tilts
18. In addition
19. ____ Marie Presley
20. Camper's lamp
22. Nastier

24. Author Dr. ____
27. Geometric corner
28. That's opposite
32. Conductor ____ Bernstein
34. Bun seed
36. Knitting string
37. Butter unit
40. Make believe
42. Come before
44. Wind direction (abbr.)
45. Daze
47. Wiped clean

48. Maintains
50. Foreman
51. Catch
54. Small pastries
56. Bother
58. Goes up
63. Happily ____ after
64. Healthy food
67. French farewell
68. Comic ____ Carvey
69. Eden man
70. Agitated
71. Wood strip
72. Greek consonant
73. Short distances

DOWN
1. Grinding machine
2. Between continents
3. Strategy
4. Fasting period
5. Some curves
6. Wide street
7. Guy's date
8. Navy officer (abbr.)
9. Think
10. Rhode ____
11. Performing
12. Artist's tripod
13. Extra tire
21. Eases up
23. Breadwinner
25. ____ sauce
26. Finger noise
28. Recipe abbr.
29. Towel pronoun
30. Words of understanding (2 wds.)

31. Used a stool
33. Stops
35. Untidy conditions
37. Acapulco coin
38. Fruit beverages
39. Turner and Kennedy
41. Music for two
43. Metered vehicle
46. Gun owners' org.
48. Biblical mount
49. Serious injury
51. Casts off
52. Nautical
53. Boxing locale
55. Injury marks
57. Pierce
59. Rewrite text
60. Cairo's river
61. Not shallow
62. Foam
65. Lyric verse
66. Plump
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‘Comedy is my
favourite genre’

Continuing to en-
thral audience and
fans at 71, veteran

superstar Mammootty is
all pumped up ahead of
the arrival of
'Christopher' in theatres
on Thursday. He plays a
vigilante cop in the film.

Explaining briefly what
'Christopher' is all about,
he said that he plays the
role of a police official
and makes no bones about
taking the law into hands.

"Every character has a
tale and like that
Christopher too has one
and it moves forward.
Now let us see," said the
superstar.

Directed by B.
Unnikrishnan who is
known for 'loud' and ex-
pensive films, the two are
returning after 12 years

and for just the second
time. Unnikrishnan is
popularly known for di-
recting superstar
Mohanlal. If this film
turns out to be a block
buster, it would do more
good for the director than
to the superstar, as it's
been a while that

Unnikrishnan has deliv-
ered as he did in the early
years of his career.

For Mammootty, 2022
turned out to be a good
year and 2023 has also
begun on a strong footing
with his 'Nanpakal
Nerathu Mayakkam' re-
ceiving critical acclaim

when it premiered at the
International Film
Festival of Kerala.
Mammootty has rarely let
down his fans and audi-
ence when he played a
cop. Films like Yavanika,
Avanazhi, Inspector
Balram and Balram vs.
Tharadas, The Truth,
Kasaba, Unda and not to
mention the CBI officer in
a record 5 sequels to Oru
CBI Diary Kuripu are
names that have become
part of the Malayalam
film industry lexicon.

The veteran is supreme-
ly confident that he will
not let down his fans, au-
dience and director
Unnikrishnan.

For his fans he said: "Go
to the movie halls and see
the film as many times as
possible."

Mammootty pumped up as
‘Christopher’ hits screens today

Bollywood actress
N u s h r r a t t
Bharuccha, who

has been in the news for
her film 'Chhorii 2', is all
set to headline another
solo lead project titled
'Akelli'.

The actress also
shared a sneak-peek into
the shooting of 'Akelli'
on her social media.

In the picture shared
on her social media, the
actress' reflection can be
seen in the camera lens.
A clapper board is also
seen in the frame just be-
neath the lens hood. She

wrote on the picture,
"lights, camera".

Meanwhile on the
work front, she will be
next seen sharing the
screen with Akshay
Kumar and Emraan
Hashmi in the upcoming
film 'Selfiee'.

The film is the Hindi
adaptation of the
Malayalam film 'Driving
Licence' which starred
Prithviraj Sukumaran.
The Malayalam star is
also the co-producer on
'Selfiee'. In addition,
Nushrratt is also shoot-
ing for 'Chhorii 2'.

Nushrratt Bharuccha
shares sneak-peek 

of ‘Akelli’

Pooja Banerjee to
play ‘Pihu’ in ‘Bade
Acche Lagte Hain 2’

Continuing its power-
house run at world-
wide turnstiles,

Shah Rukh Khan's espi-
onage actioner 'Pathaan'
has topped the global box
office century mark (that
is, in million dollars), get-
ting there in 12 days on
Sunday, reports 'Deadline'.

And now with its earn-
ings going up to $103.6 mil-
lion through Monday, it is
the first Bollywood movie
to reach the $100-million
milestone without a China
release, 'Deadline' adds.

The split sits at Rs 526
gross crore ($64.2 million)
in India and $39.4 million
from overseas markets
through Monday. Already,
the Siddharth Anand-di-
rected movie is the biggest

Bollywood movie ever
globally in the original
Hindi language.

This is where, according
to 'Deadline', it gets slightly
confusing in terms of the
records posted. Aamir
Khan-starrers 'Dangal' and
'Secret Superstar', both
Bollywood titles, remain

ahead of 'Pathaan' world-
wide, but that includes
more than $100 million
each from China, where
the movies were dubbed
for local audiences.

Similarly, 'Bajrangi
Bhaijaan', which features
Salman Khan, who also ap-
pears in 'Pathaan', is still

ahead globally, having had
a dubbed China release.
There is no word yet on a
China window for
'Pathaan'. In India, notes
'Deadline', where box office
earnings are measured in
both gross and net figures,
'Pathaan' maker Yash Raj
Films reports that the
film's Rs 438.5 crore net
takings on Monday sur-
passed the net of the
Hindi-dubbed version of
the Yash-starrer 'KGF 2' (it
was originally in the
Kannada language).

Next ahead of 'Pathaan'
on a net basis is S.S.
Rajamouli's 'Baahubali 2'
with a Rs 510-crore ($61.7
million) lifetime collection
in Hindi (the film was orig-
inally in Telugu).

‘Pathaan’ first Hindi film to make
$100 mn without China release

Bollywood actress Madhuri
Dixit, and Shriram Nene's

second production "Panchak"
had its screening recently in
the competition section at the
ongoing Pune International
Film Festival (PIFF), and they
are pleased with the response
that the film received from
the jury. The film, shot in
Konkan, is a dark comedy and
deals with the fear of super-

stition and death. The film
features an ensemble cast of
the finest artistes from
Marathi film, television, and
stage, and is shot in pictur-
esque Konkan. About the
response to the film at the
fest, Madhuri and Nene, in a
joint statement, said: "We
were humbled and elated with
the response we received at
the screening at the festival."

Madhuri Dixit elated with
response to her ‘Panchak’ at
Pune International Film Fest

Rachna Mistry is a ver-
satile actress who has

portrayed compelling
characters in numerous
serials. She currently
plays the widely popular
role ‘Vidhi’, in Star
Bharat’s show ‘Na Umra
Ki Seema Ho’. Through
their appealing characters
Dev and Vidhi, portrayed
by Iqbal Khan and
Rachana Mistry, have fi-
nally demonstrated to the
audience that love knows
no bounds by finally get-
ting ready for marriage by
breaking the patriarchal
thoughts of the society.

Rachana gets emotional
during her Haldi sequence
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The series, a cricket
connoisseurs' de-
light, will throw up

several topics of discus-
sion as the caravan moves
from one destination to
the other. Will captain
Rohit Sharma curb his in-
stinct to pull Pat
Cummins if the
Australian captain keeps
a long leg and digs one
short?

Will Virat Kohli use the
sweep shot more often
against Ashton Agar and
Nathan Lyon as the bat-

ting stalwart looks to turn
around his ordinary
showing against slow
bowlers in recent times?

Can Suryakumar
Yadav's 'three-dimension-
al' strokeplay earn him
Rahul Dravid's faith
ahead of Shubman Gill,
the man touted to lead
India's batting when the
transition phase kicks-in
in another 18 to 24
months?

Will Axar Patel's under-
cutters be more effective
than Kuldeep Yadav's

trickeries of bringing the
ball back into right han-
ders?

The back-to-back series
defeats in their own den
(2018-19 and 2020-21) have
hurt Cummins and his
players and they certainly
have revenge on its mind,
even though it will be eas-
ier said than done on a
pitch that promises appre-
ciable turn from first day
itself.

The quality of India
versus Australia Test
matches since the epic

2001 series has, at times,
been better than the
Ashes. The journey of
this batch of Australian
cricketers won't be com-
plete if they don't emulate
the exploits of the
Matthew Haydens, Justin
Langers, Glenn McGraths
or the Adam Gilchrists of
2004. Steve Smith put it
aptly, saying a series win
in India will be bigger
than the Ashes.

For Rohit, who has un-
fortunately missed all the
Test matches or series

against bigger teams ei-
ther due to injuries (ham-
string vs South Africa
and split webbing vs
Bangladesh in 2022) or ill-
ness (Covid-19 vs England
in the one-off game),
would like to emulate his
predecessor Kohli in lead-
ing the team to another
World Test Championship
final.

For that to happen,
India will need a clear
two-match victory mar-
gin and Rohit's biggest
weapon of execution will

be his quartet of spin-
ners, out of which three
are supposed to play. Not
to forget, his batters need
to rise up to Nathan
Lyon's challenge. The
hosts haven't been up to
scratch when they play
slow bowlers on rank
turners.

Those who have fol-
lowed the developments
in Indian cricket, know
that Rohit was initially re-
luctant to take up red-ball
captaincy and is yet to
face any major opposition

as leader in the format.
This is the series which
will actually chart his
legacy as a leader.

For Australia, it seems,
Ashton Agar with better
lower-order batting abili-
ties, will get the nod as
Lyon's spin partner ahead
of Mitchell Swepson, as
Scott Boland prepared to
share the new ball with
his skipper.

The Australian team is
loaded with left handers
and four of them -- David
Warner, Usman Khawaja,

Travis Head and Alex
Carey -- are almost cer-
tain to play. The two right
handers will be Smith
and Marnus
Labuschagne.

But in Cameron
Green's absence, the
choice for an additional
batter will be between the
right-handed Peter
Handscombe and south-
paw Matt Renshaw. For
bookmakers, the series
would be nightmare as
odds can swing wildly in a
matter of a few deliveries.

Real Test: India eye summit clash, Australia seek revenge
NNaaggppuurr,,  FFeebb  0088  ((PPTTII))::
Rohit Sharma, a bonafide
white-ball legend, will face his
biggest test as India's red-ball
captain against a  determined
Australian side which would be

hungry for revenge when the
much-awaited Border-Gavaskar
series  starts here Thursday. It is
a series that promises a lot of
twists and turns, engrossing
sub-plots and probably career-

defining performances. It's such
a high-profile rubber that non-
performance could lead to end
of career for some after this
series. During the hey days of
Channel 9, former Australia

captain Bill Lawry would often
use the term "It's all  happening
at the MCG" during exciting
games. Trust this four-Test series
to throw up more surprises than
one can possibly envisage.

Match starts: 9:30 am.
Australian cricket teams
haven't won a Test series
in India for the past 19
years but current skipper
Pat Cummins would tell

anyone who cares to listen
that his unit doesn't carry

the baggage of victories and
defeats of his predecessors. As

Cummins leads Australia to one of its toughest assignments in India,
the skipper also underlined the importance of a good first-innings score, which will be cru-
cial in the context of the series. "No, this team is very different to a lot of the teams that
have played here in the past. So we don't carry the wins, we don't carry the losses,"
Cummins told reporters when asked if past results would weigh heavily on his mind. "We
know it's tough to tour here, India are a really good cricket side, especially at home, so we
are excited. And, yeah, we will give it our best shot," Cummins added. Asked about first-
innings totals, the world's premier speedster said,"Yeah, I think it's more important here
than anywhere else in the world, that first-innings lead, hopefully. You just got to find a way
to put a big total on the board, especially thinking if it is going to spin, it's going to get real-
ly hard in that second innings." Cummins, however, didn't want to predict a first-innings
score. "You have got to bat big in the first innings. It might not be the same for every venue.
At some, 250 might be a good score, there might be other venues where you might need
500. Reading the wicket can be a bit difficult at times but you have to be ready for every-
thing." Cummins also made no bones about Nathan Lyon expected to bowl bulk of the overs
during the series. "Nathan's going to be right up there with our most important bowlers for
this series. He's got to bowl lots of overs, he's got the experience here. He's up for the chal-
lenge, he can't wait. He's been working with a lot of the other spin bowlers that are over
here as well. He will lead our attack this series." 

This
Aussie

team doesn’t
carry baggage

of past: Pat
Cummins

India skipper Rohit Sharma
chose to keep suspense over
his preferred batting and
bowling line-ups in the open-
ing Test against Australia,

saying they will go into the
high-profile series with "horses

for courses" approach. Rohit
Sharma was asked specifically about

his choice between Suryakumar Yadav and Shubhman Gill as there are enough indications
that team management won't drop an out-of-form vice-captain KL Rahul. "Tomorrow 9 o'
clock at toss," Rohit answered with a wry smile, knowing the line of questioning well.
Shubman Gill's sparkling form is important and so is Suryakumar Yadav's incredible ability
to tame a raging bull like Nathan Lyon and the Indian captain made it clear that as much
emphasis there will be on consistent form, the skills suitable for a particular surface will
determine the playing eleven. "It's going to be a tough one. We know lot of guys are in good
form, that's a good sign for the team," Rohit said. "You have selection issues and it says a lot
about the guys performing. That's quite crucial from team's perspective, what we have to do
is go to each venue, see the pitch and pick the best eleven. We have been doing that in past
and we will be doing that going forward," the skipper made it clear. "Message to the boys is
very clear. We are ready to play horses for courses. Whichever pitch, whoever we need, we
have to bring them in. As simple as that. That is something we have spoken to the guys. We
will have to assess conditions and see who are the right guys, so we are quite open with all
options," he was more intent on hammering home the point. He smartly parried the query
when asked who between Suryakumar and Gill is more suitable for the Jamtha track? "They
bring different things to the table for us. Gill we all know has been in supreme form in last
three to four months. Lot of big hundreds as well. Surya has shown in T20s what he is capa-
ble of and what sort of game he can bring to Test cricket as well. 

Gill
or Surya?

Rohit says it
will be horses

for courses

Hamilton, Feb 08 (AP):

Harry Brook struck five sixes
in an over on his way to 97
from 71 balls Wednesday as
England scored rapidly on the
first day of a two-day tour
match against a New Zealand
XI. Brook took five sixes from
consecutive balls bowled by
leg-spinner Adi Ashok, finish-
ing with nine sixes and seven
fours as the top-scorer in
England's innings of 465. The

total came from only 69.2
overs at 6.7 runs per over.
Dan Lawrence made 85 from
55 balls and Joe Root 77 from
69 balls as England's batsmen
took full advantage of the pink
ball workout at Seddon Park.
New Zealand fast bowler Kyle
Jamieson, returning from a
back injury, took 3-65 from 15
overs. The first day-night test
between England and New
Zealand begins at Mount
Maunganui on Feb. 16. 

Dubai, Feb 08 (PTI):

The ICC on Wednesday
confirmed that the second
edition of the World Test
Championship (WTC)
Final between the top two
Test-playing nations will
take place at The Oval
from June 7 to 11, with
June 12 as the designated
reserve day.

The South London
venue has hosted over 100
Test matches in its rich
history, and in June will
welcome the top two Test
sides in the ICC World Test
Championship standings,
which will compete for the
ICC WTC Mace following
two years of hard-fought
competition.

The ICC WTC Final is

the pinnacle event in the
Test calendar and is a
week-long celebration of
the longest format of the
game. This Ultimate Test
is the culmination of two
years of intense competi-
tion in the ICC WTC, span-
ning 61 Test matches over
24 series played to date.

While the two compet-
ing nations may not yet be
known, there are a host of
significant fixtures due to
be played in the coming
weeks to determine the fi-
nalists. Australia current-
ly top the standings, with
India in hot pursuit in sec-
ond place, and both the
teams go head-to-head
across a four-Test series
starting in Nagpur on
Thursday. While six teams

in total stand a chance of
qualification, among the
frontrunners to challenge
the top two are Sri Lanka,
who sit third in the stand-
ings and South Africa in
fourth, who take on reign-
ing WTC champions New
Zealand and the West
Indies respectively over
two two-Test series during
February and March.

On the potential of se-
curing their place at the
showpiece event,
Australia skipper Pat
Cummins said, "The
prospect of playing in the
World Test Championship
Final has been a big moti-
vator for us over the last
couple of years, more so
now having missed out on
over rates last time.

Bengaluru, Feb 08 (PTI):

Skipper Mayank
Agarwal scored an unbeat-
en century as he rescued
Karnataka from a poor
start to guide the hosts to
229 for five against
Saurashtra in the Ranji
Trophy semi-final here on
Wednesday.

Sent in to bat,
Karnataka were in some
trouble, losing half their
side for 112 in 40.3 overs.

But opener Agarwal (110
not out) held one end to-
gether and in the company
of wicket-keeper Srinivas
Sharath (58 not out) stead-
ied the innings with an un-
beaten 117-run partner-
ship for the sixth wicket.

Karnataka scored their
runs off 87 overs before
the umpires called stumps
to the opening day's pro-
ceedings. Agarwal's pa-

tient knock came off 246
balls during which he
struck 11 boundaries and a
six, while Sharath faced
143 deliveries during his
unconquered knock and
hit four fours in the
process.

Right-arm medium
pacer Kushang Patel
picked up two wickets,
while Chetan Sakariya
and Prerak Mankad ac-
counted for one Karnataka
batter each. The other
wicket fell to a run out.

Karnataka did not have
the best of starts as they
lost opener Ravikumar
Samarth in the sixth over,
caught by Vishvaraj
Jadeja off the bowling of
Patel. New man in Devdutt
Padikkal didn't last long,
caught by Sheldon
Jackson off Sakariya's
bowling in the opening de-
livery of the ninth over.

Agarwal and Nikin Jose
(18) shared 47 runs for the
next wicket before the lat-
ter nicked a Patel delivery
to Harvik Desai behind
the stumps in the 29th
over. Manish Pandey did-
n't trouble the scorers
much, becoming Mankad's
scalp and overs later
Shreyas Gopal (15) became
the victim of a run out as
Karnataka slumped to 112
for 5. But Agarwal and
Sharath joined hands and
played sensibly without
taking any risks to deny
Saurashtra further in-
roads.

Karnataka post 229/5 against Saurashtra
KKaarrnnaattaakkaa:: 229 for 5 in 87
overs (Mayank Agarwal 110
batting, Srinivas Sharath 58
batting; Kushang Patel
2/64).

Brief Scores

WTC final to be held at The
Oval from June 7 to 11: ICC

Brook stars as England plunders
465 vs. New Zealand XI

New Delhi, Feb 08 (PTI):

Dhruv Kapila was on
Wednesday named as re-
placement for injured
Satwiksairaj Ranikreddy
in the Indian men's dou-
bles squad for the upcom-
ing Badminton Asia Mixed
Team Championships,
slated to be held in Dubai
from February 14-19.
Satwik, who partners
Chirag Shetty in the men's
doubles, sustained a hip in-
jury and has been ruled
out for the event, forcing
the the Badminton
Association of India to
name Kapila as his re-
placement. India will
begin their campaign
against Commonwealth
Games champions
Malaysia in Group B on

February 16. The group
also features hosts UAE
and Kazakhstan.

Thomas Cup heroes
Lakshya Sen and HS
Prannoy will spearhead
the Indian challenge in
men's singles, while two-
time Olympic medallist PV
Sindhu will lead the coun-
try in women's singles. In
the women's doubles, India

have 2022 CWG bronze
medallist duo of Gayatri
Gopichand and Treesa
Jolly, while Ishaan
Bhatnagar and Tanisha
Castro will be the only
entry in mixed doubles.

Seventeen teams, includ-
ing reigning champions
China are divided into four
groups with top-two mak-
ing it to the quarterfinals.

Dhruv Kapila replaces injured
Satwik in Indian badminton team

Asia Mixed
Championships

Dubai, Feb 08 (PTI):

India's Suryakumar
Yadav remained static at
the top spot, while compa-
triot Shubman Gill shot up
to a career-best 30th posi-
tion in the batting chart of
the ICC Men's T20I Player
Rankings released on
Wednesday.

Surya continues to lead
the batting list with 906 rat-
ing points.

Gill achieved a career-
best position after smash-
ing a match-winning cen-
tury against New Zealand
in the third and final ODI
in Ahmedabad recently.

Gill's 126 not out off 63
balls that contributed to
India's huge 168-run victo-
ry and helped the home
team seal the series 2-1, lift-
ed him an incredible 168
slots.

The 23-year-old, who has
now slammed centuries in

all three formats of the
game, is ranked sixth in
ODIs and 62nd in Tests.

Besides, Virat Kohli has
dropped a rung to the 15
position among batters,
while K L Rahul slid two

places (27th) and skipper
Rohit Sharma was further
behind in the 29th spot.

Young left-handed wick-
et-keeper batter Ishan
Kishan has also dropped
three places to 48th.

No Indian bowler, how-
ever, features in the top 10
T20 bowlers list.

But left-arm pacer
Arshdeep Singh moved
eight slots to reach a ca-
reer-best 13th position
after finishing with two for
16 in Ahmedabad.

Bhuvneshwar Kumar
dropped a place to 21st,
while Ravichandran
Ashwin and Axar Patel are
static at 29th and 30th spots
respectively.

All-rounder Hardik
Pandya, who grabbed four
for 16 and smashed a 17-
ball 30, has progressed in
all three lists. He has
moved up from 53rd to 50th
among batters, 66th to 46th
among bowlers and is in
second place among all-
rounders, only a couple of
rating points behind
Bangladesh's Shakib Al
Hassan. Daryl Mitchell has
gained four spots and is in

joint-25th position in the
latest weekly update that
considers performance in
the Ahmedabad match for
T20Is and the final match
of the South Africa-
England series for the ODI
rankings. England captain
Jos Buttler's match-win-
ning 131 in Kimberley has
helped him progress six
places to 20th position
while South Africa fast
bowler Lungi Ngidi has ad-
vanced five places to reach
19th position after finish-
ing with four for 62 in the
high-scoring match.

Dawid Malan (up 31
places to 58th among bat-
ters) and fast bowler Jofra
Archer (up 13 places to
22nd among bowlers) are
other England players to
move up in the ODI rank-
ings. South Africa's
Heinrich Klaasen is up 11
places to 42nd among bat-
ters.

Surya continues to lead ICC T20 batting chart
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Amingaon (Assam), Feb 08 (PTI): 

From student ac-
tivists contributing
to evolution of
democracy in the
country to leading
marginalised com-
munities to enter the
mainstream political
landscape, the im-

portant role of youths in
shaping the future of the
nation was stressed by ex-
perts at Youth 20 Summit
here.

They also underlined
the need to include the
youths from the economi-
cally-weaker sections, who
are left out of the higher
educational institutions,
in chalking out the role of

youth in the country's for-
mation. They were speak-
ing at a panel discussion
on Shared Future: Youth
in Democracy and
Governance' as part of Y20
inception meet here on
Tuesday.

Highlighting the role of
youths in different social
and political movements
of independent India,
Ankur Jyoti Bhuyan, as-
sistant professor at Kumar
Bhaskar Varma Sanskrit
and Ancient Studies, said,
"The young leaders of
these movements had
later emerged as mass po-
litical leaders. Student ac-
tivists have contributed to
how democracy has
emerged in India." He

cited the example of in-
cumbent Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma, who was involved
in student politics him-
self and is among the
top BJP leaders of the
country now.

Stressing on impor-
tance of campus politics,
another panellist
Abhinav Prakash, who
teaches Economics at
the Sri Ram College of
Commerce in Delhi,
said, "Student politics in
colleges and universities
is vital so that we have
leadership ready for the
future."

There might be some
disturbances at times as-
sociated with student

politics, but these have to
be tackled so that the stu-
dents have an early start
with politics, he added.

Temple priest confronts Kumaraswamy
over his ‘anti Brahmin’ remarks

Gokarna (KTK), Feb 08 (PTI): 

Days after his controver-
sial statement that Union
Minister Pralhad Joshi be-
longed to a sect of
Brahmins, which lacks
culture and divides socie-
ty, a temple priest here on
Wednesday confronted
JD(S) leader H D
Kumarswamy, expressing
displeasure over his re-
marks, and urged him to
clarify. Akhila Karnataka
Brahmana Mahasabha
has condemned
Kumaraswamy's "anti
Brahmin" statements and
there are reports about
protests condemning the
JD(S) leaders from various
parts of the state.

Facing criticism from
the community, political

leaders, especially the BJP,
and various sections, the
former Chief Minister
clarified that his state-
ment was misconstrued,
and it was not at all direct-
ed towards Brahmins.

"Your anti Brahmin
statement has very much
hurt us.....please don't be
upset because I'm saying
this. We have regards for
your family....I have earlier
spoken to Deve Gowda
(former PM and
Kumaraswamy's father)
here and felicitated him,
later he went on to become
Chief Minister, Prime
Minister and you too be-
came the Chief Minister,"
the priest told
Kumaraswamy, who visit-
ed the temple.

He said, "We are happy

about your administra-
tion, but your recent com-
ments have hurt us, I urge
you to give a clarification
to it here itself and go."

Kumaraswamy told the
priest that he wants to
make it clear that he is not
anti Brahmin, and did not
speak about the Brahmin
community. and he was re-
ferring to BJP and
Peshwas. "We have great
respect for the Brahmin
community", he said.

Noting that his com-
ments have been misrepre-
sented, he said, "We al-
ways respect the
Brahmins who have the
culture of saying 'Sarve
jana sukhino bhavantu',
and he was referring to
those who had destroyed
Sringeri math."

Thiruvananthapuram, Feb 08 (PTI): 

COVID-19 may have
been viewed and treated
primarily as a respiratory
illness, but it is more sin-
ister and pervasive in its
impact on the human
body as it may affect the
brain thereby accelerate
or trigger neurodegenera-
tive diseases such as
Alzheimer's and
Parkinson's, according to
a doctor.

Describing the pandem-
ic as 'a beast with a thou-
sand heads', Dr Yatish
Agarwal, senior professor,
Vardhman Mahavir
Medical College and
Safdarjung Hospital, New
Delhi, says the effect of
the COVID-19 extends far
beyond the nose, throat,
and lungs and may infect
the brain, the most vital
bodily organ.

Vast clinical studies re-
veal that neurological

complications occur in 36-
84 per cent of COVID-19
patients. Strangely, many
people who experience
neurologic symptoms that
linger after the disease are
less than 50 years old and
were healthy prior to the
infection, he points out in
an exclusive article for
Manorama Yearbook 2023.

Panic attacks, obsessive
compulsive disorder and
depression can occur
among a fair number of
the survivors. These may
also trigger a range of un-
healthy behaviours, such
as excessive alcohol con-
sumption, substance use,
suicidal tendency, delu-
sions and paranoia.

Moderate-to-severe anx-
iety symptoms are com-
mon in the COVID-19 in-
fected, their family mem-
bers and the community.
Substantive evidence now
exists that the multi-vari-
ant coronavirus can affect

the brain function, behav-
iour and intellectual abili-
ties in several ways.

"While some of these ef-
fects are acute, and fade
away in a short time, oth-
ers are long-lasting and
can turn a patient's life
into a bag of misery," says
Dr Agarwal, who is also
Dean, University School
of Medicine and Para
Medical Health Sciences,
Guru Gobind Singh
Indraprastha University.

"Without sounding the
alarm bells too loud, defi-
nite evidence now exists
that it may be a good idea
to stay on watch for
COVID's possible long-
term cognitive conse-
quences. This could have
a telling effect on the indi-
vidual's life and knock off
their thinking, reasoning,
and remembering thus
casting its dark shadow
on their day-to-day func-
tioning," he says.

New Delhi, Feb 08 (PTI): 

The Railway Protection
Force (RPF) has seized nar-
cotic drugs and psychotrop-
ic substances "valued at Rs
4.7 crore" with the arrest of
83 peddlers and traffickers
and rescued 35 boys and 27
girls during a month-long
drive, the ministry said
Wednesday.

The RPF is entrusted
with the responsibility of
security of railway proper-
ty, passenger area, passen-
gers and related matters.
With the railway being the
"preferred" mode of traf-
ficking narcotic drugs and
psychotropic substances

for long distances, the RPF
conducted the month-long
nationwide drive NARCOS.
During this campaign, RPF
"detected 88 cases and re-
covered NDPS valued at Rs.
4.7 crore with the arrest of
83 peddlers/traffickers of
NDPS and also succeeded
in rescuing 35 boys and 27
girls from their clutches
over the last month", the
ministry said.

Railways have out-
sourced many of their
works and services to out-
side agencies and contrac-
tors. This has resulted in
many outsiders working or
operating on railway prem-
ises and in trains.

New Delhi, Feb 08 (PTI) 

Buildings fell like packs
of cards and many people,
rendered homeless by a
devastating 7.8-magnitude
earthquake and several
powerful aftershocks in
Turkiye, died due to freez-
ing temperatures, an an-
guished Kubra Halici said
from Istanbul. An archi-
tectural history scholar,
the Turkish national said,
"Though we were far from
the epicentre, we felt the
shocks."

PTI reached her
through social media, and
she said, "I and my family

members are safe but my
country is torn to pieces."

"Ten provinces have
been affected and we are
seeing only scenes of
death and destruction in
the local and internation-
al media. Houses and
buildings fell like packs of
cards. Several people who
were trapped under the
debris died due to severe
cold, and even many of
those who survived the ca-
tastrophe but were ren-
dered homeless died due
to freezing temperatures,"
Halici said.

The deadly earthquake,
which struck on Monday,

killed thousands of people
and flattened thousands of
buildings in Turkiye and
neighbouring Syria. It
was centred in Turkiye's
southeastern province of
Kahramanmaras and was
felt as far away as Cairo.

Turkiye's death toll has
risen to 6,957, the coun-
try's disaster manage-
ment agency has said,
bringing the overall total
to 9,487, including fatali-
ties reported in neigh-
bouring Syria, since
Monday's earthquake and
multiple aftershocks, ac-
cording to international
media reports. Countries

across the globe are rush-
ing humanitarian aid and
manpower to provide suc-
cour to the people of
Turkiye and Syria.

The 7.8-magnitude
quake and a cascade of
strong aftershocks that
followed ripped through
the region, the deadliest
seismic event in over a
decade, leaving a trail of
death and destruction.
Emotionally moving
footage emerging in
media of rescue workers
pulling out survivors, in-
cluding babies and chil-
dren, out of mountains of
rubble, gave a ray of hope

to people as the two coun-
tries attempt to climb out
of this massive crisis.

"I am safe but I do not
feel fine. Deaths, sick and
injured people in the af-
fected areas and worried
fellow citizens elsewhere
in Turkiye, it's a living
nightmare for us. Many
people we know are not
able to reach out to their
family members as the
powerful 7.8 quake and
the magnitude 7.5 quake
that followed destroyed
our country. We are
touched that many coun-
tries are helping us,"
Halici said.

Rahul Gandhi ‘misled’ LS : Prasad
New Delhi, Feb 08 (PTI): 

BJP member Ravi
Shankar Prasad on
Wednesday accused the
Gandhi family of being in-
volved in corruption, say-
ing those out on bail were
hurling "baseless" accusa-
tions against the
Government.

Speaking in the Lok
Sabha on the Motion of
Thanks on the President's
address, Prasad said
Rahul Gandhi's remarks
on Tuesday were "base-
less, shameful and full of
lies, and came from a feel-
ing of dejection".

On Tuesday, Gandhi had
attacked the Government
over the Hindenburg re-
port, claiming that the me-
teoric rise in Gautam
Adani's fortunes happened
after the BJP came to
power in 2014 as he rose in
the global rich list from
the 609th to the second
spot eventually.

"Those out on bail and

are currently facing trial
(in National Herald case)
are levelling baseless alle-
gations," Prasad said coun-
tering Gandhi.

Gandhi has not been
able to accept the fact that
people had twice elected
Narendra Modi as the
prime minister and will
again do so in 2024, he
said.

He said the Adani group
has also invested in states

of Rajasthan,
Chhattisgarh and Kerala,
which are ruled by non-
BJP parties.

Prasad also countered
the allegations made by
Gandhi regarding Adani's
assets in foreign countries,
saying that even during
the UPA rule, the group
had made overseas invest-
ments.

"Rahul Gandhi has a
problem with the growth

of Indian businesses.
Things have changed
under the Modi
Government. Now busi-
nesses are growing honest-
ly, and commissions and
dealings have stopped.
Hence the Congress party
has a problem," Prasad
said.

The BJP leader from
Bihar said the Congress
rule was marred by cor-
ruption in 2G spectrum al-
location, Commonwealth
Games, besides coal and
Adarsh Housing scams.
They also want weapons
for defence forces to come
from abroad.

"The family which is
deep in corruption is level-
ling allegations against
Modi Government, which
is focussing on develop-
ment," Prasad said, accus-
ing Gandhi of misleading
the House.

Certain remarks made
by Gandhi in the House on
Tuesday were expunged
from the records.
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Supporters of JK All Alliance Democratic Party (JKAADP) raise slogans during a protest against the eviction
drive across Jammu and Kashmir, in Srinagar, Wednesday. 

PROTEST AGAINST EVICTION DRIVE

Vehicles stuck in a traffic jam due to diversions in traffic movement in preparation of the upcoming Formula
E race, in Hyderabad, Wednesday.

TRAFFIC JAM

Ravi Shankar Prasad

Couple held for torture,
sexual assault of minor

domestic help
Gurugram, Feb 08 (PTI): A
couple was arrested on
Wednesday for allegedly tor-
turing and sexually assault-
ing a 14-year-old girl who
worked for them as a domes-
tic help, police said. A joint
team of police and Sakhi, a
one-stop crisis centre, on
Tuesday rescued a 14-year-
old girl hired by the couple to
care for their child. Several
injuries were found on her
hands, feet and mouth, they
said. According to the com-
plaint filed by Pinky Malik,
the Sakhi centre in-charge,
the girl from Ranchi
(Jharkhand) was hired
through a placement agency.
The couple made her work
and also beat her mercilessly
daily. Along with not letting
her sleep the whole night,
they also didn't give her any
food. Her mouth was com-
pletely swollen while injury
marks were found every-
where on her body, Malik al-
leged. The girl has been ad-
mitted to a hospital in criti-
cal condition. She is still
being treated in hospital, po-
lice said.

SPL ANTI-NARCOTICS DRIVE

RPF arrests 83 drug 
peddlers and traffickers 

TURKISH NATIONAL ON QUAKE AFTERMATH

‘Many people died because of freezing 
cold, living nightmare in my country’

‘COVID-19 may affect brain, 
trigger neurological problems’

'Youths need to take leadership
roles from student days
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