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Azmarin (Syria), Feb 06 (AP):

A powerful 7.8 magni-
tude earthquake rocked
wide swaths of Turkey and
Syria early Monday, top-
pling hundreds of build-
ings and killing more than
1,800 people.

Hundreds were still be-
lieved to be trapped under
rubble, and the toll was ex-
pected to rise as rescue
workers searched mounds
of wreckage in cities and
towns across the area.

On both sides of the bor-
der, residents jolted out of
sleep by the pre-dawn
quake rushed outside on a
cold, rainy and snowy
night. Buildings were re-
duced to piles of pancaked
floors, and major after-
shocks continued to rattle
the region. Rescue workers
and residents in multiple
cities searched for sur-
vivors, working through

tangles of metal and con-
crete. A hospital in Turkey
collapsed, and patients, in-
cluding newborns, were
evacuated from facilities in
Syria. In the Turkish city
of Adana, one resident said
three buildings near his
home were toppled. “I don’t
have the strength any-
more,” one survivor could

be heard calling out from
beneath the rubble as res-
cue workers tried to reach
him, said the resident,
journalism student
Muhammet Fatih Yavus.
“Because the debris re-
moval efforts are continu-
ing in many buildings in
the earthquake zone, we do
not know how high the

number of dead and in-
jured will rise,” Turkish
President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan said. “Hopefully,
we will leave these disas-
trous days behind us in
unity and solidarity as a
country and a nation.” The
quake, which was centred
north of the Turkish
provincial capital of
Gaziantep, was felt as far
away as Cairo. It sent resi-
dents of Damascus rush-
ing into the street, and jolt-
ed awake people in their
beds in Beirut. It struck a
region that has been
shaped on both sides of the
border by more than a
decade of civil war in
Syria. On the Syrian side,
the swath affected is divid-
ed between government-
held territory and the
country’s last opposition-
held enclave, which is sur-

rounded by Russian-
backed government forces.
Turkey, meanwhile, is
home to millions of
refugees from that conflict.
The opposition-held re-
gions in Syria are packed
with some 4 million people
displaced from other parts
of the country by the fight-
ing. Many of them live in
buildings that are already
wrecked from past bom-
bardments. Hundreds of
families remained trapped
in rubble, the opposition
emergency organisation,
called the White Helmets,
said in a statement.
Strained health facilities
and hospitals were quickly
filled with wounded, res-
cue workers said. Others
had to be emptied, includ-
ing a maternity hospital,
according to the SAMS
medical organisation.

The region sits on top of
major fault lines and is fre-

New Delhi, Feb 06 (PTI):

The government’s
hopes for the start of a de-
bate on the President’s ad-
dress in Parliament in the
new week were dashed on
Monday as a determined
Opposition stalled pro-
ceedings in both Houses
again, raising the allega-
tions of fraud against the
Adani group and demand-
ing a JPC probe.

Following the presenta-
tion of the Union Budget
on February 1, little busi-
ness has been transacted
in either Lok Sabha or
Rajya Sabha due to the
Opposition’s protests over
the issue.

Ruling BJP members
have maintained that the
affairs involving private
entities cannot be dis-
cussed in Parliament and

opposition parties can
raise the issue during the
customary debate on the
President’s address at the
start of the Budget
Session on January 31.

The government was
hopeful that the discus-
sion on the Motion of
Thanks on the President’s
Address will start on

Monday. The prime minis-
ter generally replies to the
discussion in both Houses.

As soon as Lok Sabha
met after the weekend
break, opposition mem-
bers, mostly Congress
MPs, entered the Well
shouting slogans such as
“Adani sarkar shame-
shame”.

MHA files review 
petition in SC on observations

on Sikkimese Nepali
New Delhi, Feb 06 (PTI): The Ministry of Home
Affairs on Monday filed a review petition in the
Supreme Court against some of its observations
referring to Sikkimese Nepalis as “immigrants”.
In a series of tweets, the Union Home Minister’s
office said the central government has submitted
before the Supreme Court its position about the
sanctity of Article 371F of the Constitution that
safeguards the Sikkimese identity.

“Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) files review
petition in Supreme Court against some of the ob-
servations and directions in a recent judgement
dated 13th January, 2023 in two petitions of 2013
and 2021 filed by Association of Old Settlers of
Sikkim and Ors in Supreme Court.

“GoI (Government of India) reiterated its posi-
tion about the sanctity of Article 371F of the
Constitution that safeguards the Sikkimese identi-
ty, which should not be diluted. Further, the obser-
vation in the said order about persons of foreign
origin settled in Sikkim like Nepalis should be re-
viewed as the said persons are Sikkimese of
Nepali origin,” the tweets said. The MHA’s move
came amid protests in Sikkim over the Supreme
Court observation referring to Sikkimese Nepalis
as “immigrants” while extending income tax ex-
emption to all old settlers of the state.

CBI arrests railway engineers
in Rs 2 crore bribery case

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  FFeebb  66  ((PPTTII)): The CBI has arrested three peo-
ple, including two engineers of Northeast Frontier
Railway zone, in an alleged bribery case of Rs 2 crore,
officials said on Monday. The agency has arrested
Senior Section Engineer Santosh Kumar and his superi-
or Deputy Chief Engineer Rampal posted in Silchar
besides contractor Sajjan Chaudhary, who is the owner
of Tribeni Constructions. Kumar was arrested while
allegedly receiving a part payment of Rs 8 lakh from the
construction company, they said. The agency carried
out searches at 19 locations resulting in a seizure of
cash worth Rs 1.10 crore which includes recovery of Rs
67 lakh from the in-laws of arrested Deputy Chief
Engineer Rampal, they said. In its FIR registered against
nine people, the Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI)has alleged that Tribeni Constructions had submit-
ted a bill of Rs 19 crore in one of the projects. The
amount included the inflated sum of Rs 2 crore by
manipulation in collusion with Rampal, Kumar and
other accused public servants, out of which Rs 20 lakh
was already given to the deputy chief engineer, Rs 35
lakh to Assistant Executive Engineer B U Laskar (anoth-
er accused), and Rs 36 lakh of bribe money was to be
handed over to Kumar, the FIR alleged.

Soon, train passengers can
order food via WhatsApp

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  FFeebb  0066  ((PPTTII)):: Train passengers would soon be
able to order food through a WhatsApp number, with an
interactive Artificial Intelligence-enabled chatbot handling
their queries on e-catering and booking meals. The Indian
Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation (IRCTC) is
already delivering meals on certain routes through
WhatsApp number +91 8750001323. “WhatsApp communi-
cation for e-catering services implemented on selected
trains and passengers. Based on customer feedback and
suggestions, the company will enable the same on other
trains,” the Railways said in a            statement on Monday.
The IRCTC has started e-catering service through a spe-
cially developed website www.catering.irctc.co.in as well
its e-catering app ‘Food on Track’, it said. The implementa-
tion of e-catering services through WhatsApp was envis-
aged in two phases. The first phase has already been
implemented, Under this, a business WhatsApp number
sends a message to the customers booking e-ticket for
opting in e-catering services by clicking on www.ecater-
ing.irctc.co.in. They are then enables to book meals of
their choice from the restaurants of their choice available
at stations enroute directly through the e-catering website
of IRCTC without even requiring to download the App. The
next phase is when the interactive WhatsApp meal book-
ing and delivery are planed. Under this, the WhatsApp
number will be enabled to become an interactive two way
communication platform for the customer wherein an AI-
powered chatbot will handle all queries of e-catering serv-
ices for the passengers and book meals for them.

Powerful quake rocks Turkey and Syria
Kills more than 1,800

Parliament stalled as Oppn carries 
on with protests over Adani issue

Placards held by Opposition parties’ MPs during a
protest over Adani row, at the Parliament complex, in
New Delhi, Monday.An injured child is carried away from the rubble of a

building in rebel-held Azaz, Syria.



Promotion Orders distributed
to newly elevated CGMs

Central Chronicle News
BBhhiillaaii,,  FFeebb  0066::  20 General Managers
from SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant were el-
evated as Chief General Managers
and were handed over Promotion
orders on February 06, 2023 in a
function organised at Director I/c
Conference hall.  Anjani Kumar, ED
(Works) handed over the Promotion
orders to the promoted Executives
at Ispat Bhavan. MM Gadre ED
(P&A), S Mukhopadhyay, ED
(Projects), Dr AK Panda, ED
(Finance), AK Chakraborty. (ED
MM), Dr M Ravindranath, CMO I/c
(M & HS), NK Bancchor, SEFI
Chairman and President, Officers
Association were present on the oc-
casion. Executive Directors and
President, OA addressed the gather-
ing on the occasion. 

Anjani Kumar in his address con-

gratulated the promoted CGMs and
conveyed his best wishes to them.
India is one of the fastest growing
countries in the world. The future of
Steel industry is very good. We have
lot of experience in our company
and it is the right time to maintain
momentum, he said. I urge you to
contribute in making our unit a
Profit centre. Your role is very im-
portant in mobilising the team and
aligning all people in the right direc-
tion, he added. 

The newly elevated Chief
General Managers include KC
Mishra, HK Pathak, Pradeep Kumar
Mishra, GP Singh, Sushmita Dey,
MK  Goyal, AK Joshi, RB Gaharwar,
RG Dalal, Sudhir Kumar, Pranay
Kumar, Pankaj Puri, Jitendra Kumar,
Dr K Thakur, Dr V Dwivedi and Dr
Rajeev Kumar Pal. 6 CGMs have
been transferred to other units.

Lamp Lighting & Graduation Ceremony organised at PGCON

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 06: With the
motto "Let my light shine",
PG College of Nursing
(Managed by Bhilai
Education Trust, Bhilai)
in Hospital Sector, organ-
ised Lamp lighting cere-
mony of B Sc (Nursing)
1st, 2nd and 3rd year stu-
dents in College campus.

Programme was graced
in the presence of Chief
Guest Dr Ravindranath M,
Chief Medical Officer
Incharge, JLNH&RC,
Guest of Honour Dr
Pramod Binayake, Chief
Medical Officer,

JLNH&RC, Shyla
Abraham, Assistant
Manager and I/C Nursing
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,
JLNH&RC, Arvind Jain,
Trustee, Bhilai Education
Trust and Surendra
Gupta, Secretary, BET
were present. After formal
welcome the programme
commenced with welcome
song and dance by college
coir group followed by wel-
come address by Prof Dr
Sreelata Pillai, Vice-
Principal, PG College of
Nursing. Prof Dr
Abhilekha Biswal,
Principal, PG College of
Nursing, presented college

report for the session 2019-
22, highlighting the
achievements and acco-
lades of staff and stu-
dents. On this occasion
she also focused on many
achievements of the col-
lege among which the out-
standing one was "The
Best Nursing College of
the Twin-city" awarded by
the Governor of
Chhattisgarh Anusuiya
Uikey  in an event organ-
ised by radio channel 94.3
MyFM. In their address Dr
Ravindranath M and Dr
Pramod Binayake empha-
sized on Nurses Behaviour
and attitude of Nurses and

welcomed all the new stu-
dents to the noble profes-
sion and also congratulat-
ed the Graduate students
for starting their nursing
career. Vijay kumar
Gupta, in his absence con-
veyed blessings for the oc-
casion. Surendra Gupta
blessed the students to
achieve their dreams and
conquer the challenges
around the globe. The stu-
dents who excelled in aca-
demic performance were
awarded with prizes by the
dignitaries during the pro-
gramme.

Prof Dr  Abhilekha
Biswal, Principal, PGCON

briefed the essence of the
day in her Lamp lighting
message followed by the
novice students received
the light from respected
teachers. Various cultural
programmes were also
presented by the students
which was appreciated by
the Guest, Parents and
Students. The entire pro-
gramme of Lamp Lighting
and Graduation ceremony
was compared by Dr  Jaya
Chakraborty, Seema
Santosh, Dr G Hemavati
and Chandrakala Lillhare.
At last Vote of Thanks was
proposed by Dr (Daisy
Abraham.

BSP employees win seven awards 
in National Works Skill competition

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 06: Seven
National-level awards by
CII were won by employ-
ees of SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant in National Works
Skill competition 2023 at
New Delhi.

HRD department of BSP
organises Plant level
Works Skill competition
every year. The winners
are sent to the Regional
Works skill competition at
Kolkata, after which they
qualify for the National
level competition.

Venkat Raman
Madharia won the 1st
prize in Carpentry trade
from Foundry and Pattern
shop while Rameshwar
Singh Gajendra won the
2nd prize in Carpentry

trade from Rajhara Mines.
In Industrial Hydaulics
trade, Deepak Kumar
Pandit from Auto Repair
shop won the 1st prize
while the 2nd prize was
bagged by Gopi Kishan
from SMS 2. In Turner
trade, Manjha Hasanda

from BRM won the
1stprize won the 1st prize.
In fitter trade, Sevak Ram
from SMS 3 won the 2nd
prize and Gopal Ram from
BF won the 2nd prize in
Machinist trade. Sanjay
Dhar, CGM(HRD & BE)
congratulated the win-

ners. SB Patel, SM (HRD)
coordinated the pro-
gramme. A week long
training programme to
enhance the skills of the
participants was organ-
ised by HRD department
prior to the National level
competition.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 06: Sri
Sankara Vidyalaya, Sector
10 organised career coun-
selling session on
February 04, 2023 in the
school premises. The pro-
gramme was well attended
by students of Class X and
their parents. The evening
commenced with the light-

ing of the ceremonial
lamp and garlanding the
portraits of Goddess
Saraswati and Guruji.
Bipin Deshmukh,
Principal, SSV was the re-
source person for the day.
The session was very in-
formative. It motivated the
students of class X and
their parents. They were
made aware about the cor-

rect choice of subjects
after class X. He focused
on the willingness towards
one's choice of stream. He
stressed on personal, so-
cial and psychological rea-
sons for individual's devel-
opment. He highlighted
the list of courses, their
different scopes and
renowned colleges.

Students actively partic-

ipated in Questionnaire
session and their queries
were addressed by the
Principal Bipin
Deshmukh. The session
was supported and guided
by Harish Chandra
Chhatwani, Vice Principal
and Naman Sharma, CAO
, SSV. The function came
to an end with national an-
them.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 06: On the
basis of specific inputs
given by the Intelligence
Branch of Border Security
Force, the jawans of 135th
BSF Battalion positioned
in COB Amabeda carried
out search operation in
jungles located about 500
meters away in West direc-
tion of Muche Khadka
Waterfall. The jawans re-
covered a country-made
pistol, one country-made
gun (desi katta) and 30 live
bullets which were con-
cealed by the Maoists.
With the recovery of
firearms, BSF succeeded
in foiling the plans of the
Maoists to carry out any
major incident.

BSF sources informed

that such small arms are
used by small action teams
of Maoists for the purpose
of causing harm to the
common citizens. Acting
cautiously in a profession-
al manner on the accurate
information of the BSF
Intelligence Branch, the
BSF jawans once again
foiled the nefarious inten-
tions of the Maoists.

Indraj Singh, Inspector
General, Frontier
Headquarters (Special
Operations) Border
Security Force,
Chhattisgarh congratulat-
ed all the team personnel
on this success. He added
that the Border Security
Force is committed to safe-
guard the common citizens
in its area of deployment.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 06: An Inter
institute annual cultural
and sports festival "CAR-
NIVAL 2023" was organ-
ised by Sanjay Rungta
Group of Institutions, for
the students of RSR
Rungta College of
Engineering &

Technology (RSR
RCET), Rungta College of
Dental Sciences and
Research (RCDSR),
Rungta Institute of
Pharmaceutical Science
(RIPS), Rungta College of
Science & Technology
(RCST), Rungta Institute
of Pharmaceutical
Science & Research
(RIPSR) and Rungta
Institute of Science &

Management (RISM)
from February 02-04, 2023.

A celebrity night was
scheduled on February 03
where "MEET BROS."
and team performed live.
Various events under

Sports and Cultural cate-
gories including Cricket,
Volley Ball, Throw Ball,
Kabaddi, Tug of War,
Pitthul, Arm Wrestling,
Weight Lifting, Group &
Solo Dance, Battle of

Dance,
Antakshari, Master

Chef, Makeover, Rap
Song, Reels, Photography
and many more were con-
ducted. The most awaited
event "Battle of Dance"

competition was won by
Rungta Institute of
Pharmaceutical Science
(RIPS) and the overall
winner of Rungta
Carnival was Rungta
College of

Dental Sciences and
Research (RCDSR). Chief
Guest Sanjay Rungta,
Chairman, Sanjay
Rungta Group of
Institutions, said that the
competitions among all
the institutes were so
close and the winning in-
stitute is unpredictable.
Dr Saket Rungta,
Director, Sanjay Rungta
Group of Institutions,
Bhilai congratulated all
the participating institu-
tions for making the
event a grand success.

Congmen stage protest; demand
JPC probe on Adani - Hindenburg row

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 06: On
Monday, Congress party
workers staged demon-
stration in front of LIC
and SBI offices in Civic
Centre, Bhilai. It was a
part of the INC's nation-
wide protest over the
Adani - Hindenburg row.
They demanded a Joint
Parliamentary Committee
to probe the matter.

Spearheading the
demonstrators, Bhilai
District Congress
Committee President
Mukesh Chandrakar said
that the Prime Minister
and the BJP Union
Government are unable to
give any reply over the
Hindenburg report in
which Gautam Adani has
been accused of brazen
stock manipulation and
accounting fraud scheme
over the course of

decades.
Chandrakar alleged

that the meltdown in
Adani shares is a scam
that involves common
people's hard earned
money as LIC and SBI
have invested in them. He
further said that the re-
port regarding the Adani
Group scam was pub-
lished about 13 days ago,
but the Prime Minister
has not uttered even a sin-

gle word.
The BJP Union

Government is also trying
to escape from the discus-
sion in the parliament
over this issue. The si-
lence of the Modi
Government over this
issue indicates towards its
connivance in the scam.

Former MLA
Badruddin Qureshi,
Antyavasayi Corporation
Vice President Neeta

Lodhi, PCC office bearers
Jitendra Sahu,
Brijmohan Singh, Shiju
Anthony, Arun Singh
Sisodia, Subhadra Singh,
office bearers of District
Congress Committee,
Block Congress
Committees, Sewa Dal,
Mahila Congress, INTUC,
Youth Congress, NSUI,
Corporators and other
party workers were 
present.
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Complaints of forgery, pollution, 
etc received at Jandarshan

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 06: A woman
from Shakti Nagar,
Padmanabhpur com-
plained against an LIC
agent at Jandarshan on
Monday. She said that
three years ago an agent
took 70000 rupees to invest
in LIC. Later she discov-
ered that her money was
not invested in LIC. When
she questioned the agent,
he returned Rs 20000. The
woman requested the
Collector to take appropri-
ate action in this case.

A woman from village
Chandkhuri said that she
is a tribal and her caste is
Nagarchi. Her father-in-
law's caste was also
Nagarchi. Since the
Collector's permission is
necessary for the sale and
purchase of tribal land,
therefore, in order to sell
the land in a hurry, his rel-
atives changed the caste to

Gada. The woman de-
manded a probe over the
matter. The Collector in-
structed SDM Durg to in-
vestigate this case.

A person made a com-
plaint against a cotton
mattress making shop lo-
cated in Jawahar Chowk
Durg. The applicant cotton
blending on the road cre-
ates a lot of pollution due
to which the locals have
developed respiratory dis-
eases.

Apart from this, the
road also gets jammed due
to cotton blending works

on the road. The Collector
instructed the corporation
officials to take action in
this regard.

A woman from Sindhi
Colony, Durg submitted
her application in
Collector Jandarshan. The
woman said that her
daughter has difficulty in
writing and she also has
the medical certificate for
the same. The woman said
that her daughter is going
to appear in the board
exam. She requested for a
writer in the board exam.
The Collector instructed

the District Education
Officer to take action as
per the rules.

A woman from
Laxminagar, Khursipar
said that she had gone to
her village in
Maharashtra at the time of
lease distribution. By the
time she came, the lease
distribution program had
already taken place, due to
which she could not get
the lease. The Collector in-
structed the officials to
take action as per the
rules.

A family affected by
road widening from
Ruabandha to Vrinda
Nagar Durg also submit-
ted their application. The
family member said that
they will get great relief if
the compensation is paid
soon. An application was
submitted by the villagers
of Khopli with request to
change the location of
PHE tank construction.

SRGI organises inter institute 
annual festival ‘Carnival 2023’

BSF recovers country made
pistols and live bullets

Career Counselling organised 
at Sri Sankara Vidyalaya

Dinesh Patil
appointed state
co-coordinator

BBhhiillaaii,,  FFeebb  0066:: Dinesh Patil has
been appointed as the State Co-
coordinator of Organic Farming
and Research Cell. His appoint-
ment was made during a virtual
meeting of Kisan Morcha held the
other day. On the recommenda-
tion of Pawan Sai (State organiza-
tion General Secretary) and
Dwarkesh Pandey (State
Coordinator, Organic Farming
and Research Cell), the Kisan
Morcha State President Pawan
Sahu has made this appointment.
After his appointment, Patil will
represent Chhattisgarh state in
the training workshop organized
at the National BJP office on
February 13, 2023.

Dinesh Patil
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Raipur, Feb 06: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Monday returned an
amount of Rs 2.56 cr to 3,
274 duped chit-fund in-
vestors of Durg district, in
a virtual programme or-
ganized at his residence of-
fice here. An amount of Rs

2.56 cr was returned to 3,
274 investors of Durg dis-
trict

Addressing the pro-
gramme, Chief Minister
said “an amount of about
Rs 40 crore has been re-
turned so far to the in-
vestors duped by chit-fund
companies. The state gov-
ernment is taking strict
action against the chit-
fund companies in
Chhattisgarh. The money
is being returned to the in-
vestors by seizing the
properties of fraudulent
chit-fund companies. Chit
fund companies in
Chhattisgarh have been
duping innocent people of

large sums of money. The
state government making
its best efforts to ensure
that these investors get
their money back.
Chhattisgarh is the only
state in the country which
is giving back their money
to these investors.”

Durg SP Abhishek
Pallav said that so far 126
directors and 8 office bear-
ers of chit fund companies
have been arrested in the
district.

Talking to the Chief
Minister, Ghanshyam
Sahu, a resident of
Uparwara of Durg, said
that he had invested
money in the chit fund

company by selling 2 acres
of land. He did not expect
that the money would be
recovered. Expressing his
gratitude towards the
Chief Minister, he said
that he is getting Rs 9 lakh
back with the efforts of the
state government and his
family is happy with this.
Teejan Bai of Khursipar
told the Chief Minister
that today I am getting Rs 3
lakh back. Now I will be
able to get my children
married easily. I was hope-
ful that my money would
definitely be returned
under your leadership.

Agriculture Minister
Ravindra Choubey, Food
Minister Amarjeet Bhagat,
PHE Minister Guru Rudra
Kumar, MLA Arun Vora,
Chief Minister’s Advisor
Pradeep Sharma, Chief
Secretary Amitabh Jain,
Additional Chief
Secretary Subrat Sahoo,
Durg Collector
Pushpendra Meena, SP
Abhishek Pallav along
with the beneficiaries at-
tended the virtual pro-
gramme.

Ch’garh only state in country to
refund money to investors: CM

Who have been
duped by fake Chit
Fund Companies

An amount of 
Rs 2.56 cr was
returned to 3,274
investors of Durg
district

ANNUAL FUNCTION

Students of Agrasen Public School and Dani Girl’s School performed variety of programmes here on Monday.

Raipur, Feb 06: The noti-
fication for the budget ses-
sion of Chhattisgarh
Vidhan Sabha (VS) has
been issued and the budg-
et session 2023-24 will start
from March 1 to 24. The
16th session of fifth state
legislative assembly of
Chhattisgarh is going to
begin on March 1. The ses-
sion comprising total 14
sittings will last till March
24. The session will begin
with Governor’s address.
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel will present budg-
et as Finance Minister.
This will be the last budg-

et of present Congress
government in the state.

The budget session will
start with Governor’s
speech and then the state’s
budget for FY 2023-24 will
be tabled and it is expected
to be tabled after the Holi
festival i:e March 8th.
Discussions will be held
on the budget on different
dates for various depart-
ments and then it will be

passed.
Since this happens to be

the election year, the state
government would be
making sufficient provi-
sions for all sections of
the society, specially farm-
ers, labourers, youth and
women and it would be
more of an election-ori-
ented budget and more
sops will be declared this
time.

Budget session of Chhattisgarh
Assembly from March 1

Budget to be tabled
likely after Holi

Total 14 sittings will
be held in VS

Raipur, Feb 06: Two gov-
ernment hospitals of
Chhattisgarh have been
awarded the National
Quality Assurance
Standard (NQAS –
National Quality
Assurance Standard) cer-
tificate by the Union
Health Ministry for provid-
ing excellent healthcare
and better treatment to pa-
tients. The Union Health
Ministry has awarded the
National Quality
Assurance Standard
Certificate to Chatod

Primary Health Center in
Dhamtari district and
Kawardha Urban Primary
Health Center in
Kabirdham district.

Congratulating the offi-
cers-employees of these
two hospitals for receiving
the Certificate of
Excellence for dedicated
health services Health
Minister TS Singhdeo ex-
pressed confidence that
these hospitals will contin-
ue to maintain their excel-
lence and serve the pa-
tients and set new bench-
marks for other hospitals
in the state.

The Union Health
Ministry team had inspect-
ed the Kawardha Urban
Primary Health Center in
November last and the
Chatod Primary Health

Center in December to test
the quality of services
available to the patients.
The team also took feed-
back from the patients in
this regard. In the evalua-
tion by the Health Ministry
team, Primary Health
Center Chatod got 89.73
percent and Urban
Primary Health Center
Kawardha got 88.4 percent
marks.

Before providing the
National Quality
Assurance Standard
Certificate, the services
and satisfaction level of
the hospital are tested on
eight parameters by the
team of experts. Only hos-
pitals that meet these strin-
gent standards are issued
quality certificates by the
Union Health Ministry.

Two Ch’garh hospitals get
NQAS certificate

Union Health Ministry
awards NQAS certifi-
cation to Chatod PHC
and Kawardha Urban
PHC

Bilaspur, Feb 06: GST
Department conducted
raid in Bilaspur and un-
earthed tax evasion of
Rs 78 lakh by a firm viz.
Santosh Tiles and
Santosha Gallery of
Bilaspur. The depart-
ment found massive ir-
regularities in payment
of GST by the firm and
after which it was made
to pay the tax evasion
amount of Rs 78 lakh
and the shop was sealed.

As per reports in this
regard, the GST team
reached the firm and on
assessment of the tax
paid by the above firm
found a tax evasion of Rs
78 lakh and got it deposit-
ed by the firm on
Monday. At the same
time the scrutiny of
other documents seized

is in process. GST offi-
cers informed that this
action continue for three
days.

In the inquiry and
scrutiny done, there was
difference in the docu-
ments produced and the
stock maintained and it
is by evaluating the dif-
ferent as per the state-
ment by the owner of the
firm and the stocks, a tax
evasion amount of Rs 78
lakh was determined
and deposited by the
firm.

The Joint
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Enforcement Directorate
Raipur Sonal K Mishra
that such action by the
department would con-
tinue for revenue and tax
evasion by firms in the
near future as well.

Tax evasion of Rs 78 lakh
found by GST deptt

Raipur, Feb 06: The ac-
counts officer of Pt. JNN
Medical College
Shashikant Sahu has been
arrested on charges of
cheating people of lakhs
in the name of providing

job.
As per information in

this regard, the com-
plainant Krishna Sahu
under Tikrapara thana
has filed a report that she
lives in Motinagar
Tikrapra Raipur. A distant
relative of her Shashikant
Sahu, R/o Abhanpur, is
working as Accountant in
Pt. JNL Medical College,
Raipur. In the year 2020,
the accused Shashikant
Sahu had demanded Rs 15
lakh in the name of pro-
viding her job in Women &
Child Development
Department. She complied
with the request of Rs 15
lakh made by the account-
ant Shashikant Sahu and
as & when she used to ask

him about the job, he used
to give vague answer and
dilly-delay it. It was on
complaint by Krishna
Sahu that a complaint
under section 420 of IPC
was filed and matter was
taken  under investiga-
tion.Taking this complaint
seriously, SSP Prashant
Thakur directed all the
seniors and other police
staff fromTikrapara po-
lice thana to nab the ac-
cused. The team spread
its messengers to know
about the location details
of the accused and final-
ly located him in Delhi.
The police on search
found him and nabbed
him and is now taking ac-
tion against him.

Pt.JNM College accountant nabbed for
cheating one of Rs 15 lakh

In the name of providing
job in Women & Child
Devp Dept. 
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Raipur, Feb 06: Saddu
Sports Club organised a
daylong volleyball com-
petition at Housing
Board Colony, Saddu on
Sunday for sixth year.
Players of sixteen teams
took part in the competi-
tion. SAI Raipur team
won first position
whereas Khamharia
team stood second,
Pathri team third and
Raipura team fourth.
Players of national re-
pute along with local
players are given oppor-
tunity to showcase their
talent through this com-
petition.

The first prize com-
prised cash of Rs 12000
and cup, second prize Rs

8000 and cup, third prize
Rs 4000 and cup and
fourth prize Rs 2000.

Teams and players per-
forming well in the com-
peition were also award-

ed.MLA Raipur Rural
Satyanarayan Sharma
was present as chief
guest at the competi-
tion. Corporator
Pramod Sahu, Zone
president Md Akram
Khan (general secretary
Volleyball Federation of
India) and Mahendra
Chandrakar social
worker were specially
present.

Saddu Sports Club
president PC
Nirmalkar, vice presi-
dent Rajesh Sahu, secre-
tary Shivshankar
Nayak and treasurer
Ram Dewangan extend-
ed thanked players of
all teams and sports
lovers for their coopera-
tion in successful con-
duct of the competition.

Saddu Sports Club holds volleyball competition 

Raipur, Feb 06: A major in-
cident was averted near
Vidhan Sabha Ring Road
No.3, when a loaded diesel
tanker caught fire. On get-
ting information about the
diesel tanker catching fire,
the fire-brigade team rushed
to the spot and gained con-
trol well on time. It is notable
here that the place where the
diesel tanker caught fire,
there was a petrol pump just
at a short distance and it
could have led to disaster.

But it was timely action by
the police and fire-brigade
team that this was averted.

As per information in this
regard from Mandir Hasoud
thana, due to some short-cir-
cuit in the Diesel tanker, it
caught fire. The front portion
first caught fire  and it was
immediately informed to the
police. The police in turned
inform the Fire-brigade de-
partment and they reached
on time and gained control
on it. There were chances of
blast of entire diesel tanker,
it was not brought under
control on time.’

Fire in diesel tanker
brought under control

Near Ring Road VS
road; major incident
averted

Raipur, Feb 06: On the oc-
casion of Youth Festival
2022-23 various competi-
tions were organized based
on the nature theme.

The events included
Rangoli which was based on
the theme Mandana,
Alpana, Aalekhan, Kolam
art form in which colour
sand, flowers, grains and
wood crush were used.

Painting was based on the
nature theme. apart from
and Mehandi competition
was also organized which
was participated in large
number by the students of
all the branches. In this Ms.
Darshana and Arushi were
the winners in Rangoli, Ms.
Neelima and Pravin in
Painting as well as as
Devshree and Khushi were
the winners. The Rangoli
was judged by Disha

Kesharwani and Monika
Bhairam, Painting by  Nehs
Dubey and Gunjan Kalyani,
Mehandi by Dr. shiv Shankar
Shukla along with Dr. Beena
Gidwani.

The event was organized
by Prof. Ravindra Kumar
Pandey, Principal Columbia
Institute of Pharmacy as
well as General Secretary of

Indian Pharmacy Graduate
Association. The event was
conducted by Neha Dubey
Assistant Professor.

The event was attended by
the faculty members as well
as Harjeet Singh Hura,
Secretary, Columbia Group of
Institutions and Prof. Amit
Roy, Director, Faculty of
Pharmacy Columbia Group.

Youth Festival 2022-2023 organized 

Raipur, Feb 06: 14 mem-
ber state team which in-
clude 10 players left for
Gwalior on Monday to
take part in the games
schedule from February
8-11, 2023. It needs to be

mentioned here, only
one player from the
state capital Miss
Kanishka Shreevas
Class X student of KV
WRS has made her
place in the team. The

other members are
Misha, Risha nain,
Shruti Sahu, Ritik
Kumar Singh and Vivek
Singh ( all from Korba).
The other players are
Divyani Yadav,
Jaismine, Jiya Jaiswal
and Sonam Sahu ( all
from Balod) and
Kanishka Shrrevas from

Raipur. The coaches of
the team are Kamlesh
Dewangan(Korba) and
Harvansh Kaur ( Balod).
The team managers are
Lakhan Kumar Sahu (
Balod) and T N Reddy (
Sports Department), in-
forms Anis Memon pres-
ident of District
Kalarippayattu Sangh.

14 member state team for ‘Kalarippayattu’ games leave for Gwalior

Raipur, Feb 06: “Sticker
Campaign” has been started by the
Traffic Police Raipur to prevent
road accidents and to create aware-
ness about traffic rules among the
riders. A total of 6 types of stickers
related to traffic rules have been
prepared for helping riders.

Every year many people die and
many people become disabled due
to road accidents. In view of this,
traffic police Raipur conducts

campaigns from time to
time to make people aware
of following traffic rules,
but even after this there has
been a significant increase
in road accidents. Road acci-
dents take place due to vio-
lation of traffic rules by the
riders. The sticker cam-
paign has been launched
under direction of SSP
Prashant Kumar.

Stickers to be pasted in vehicles of rule breakers under ‘Sticker Campaign’
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Raipur, Feb 06: Doctors
from the Regional Cancer
Institute at Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru
Medical College in
Raipur paid a visit to
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel at his residence
office. During this occa-
sion, the doctors, led by
Dr. Manjula Beck, in-
formed the Chief
Minister that their team
has conducted free can-
cer screening camps in
different districts of
Chhattisgarh so that peo-
ple can be diagnosed with
this terrible disease and
receive effective treat-
ment in a timely manner.

In this regard, another
free cancer screening
camp has been scheduled

for February 2 in
Mekahara. A marathon is
also being held on
February 4 by the stu-
dents and staff of Pandit

Jawaharlal Nehru
Medical College, Raipur,
to raise awareness about
cancer. On this occasion
Dr. Pradeep Chandrakar,

Dr. Rajeev Ratan Jain, Dr.
Akhilesh Sahu, Dr.
Umesh Dewangan, Dr.
Sanya Taneja, and Mr. P.
Soni were present.

Doctors of RCIR pay courtesy call on CM Baghel

Raipur, Feb 06: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
said that it is imperative
that a rural industrial poli-
cy be developed soon in
order to create more em-
ployment and self-employ-
ment opportunities in
rural areas along the lines
of the new rural industrial
policy. Baghel was address-
ing the online distribution
program of cow dung pur-
chase and dividend
amount to cattle rearing
villages, women groups,
and Gauthan committees
at his residential office
today. As part of the pro-
gram, he released an
amount of Rs 8 crore and
23 lakh online.

Addressing the function,
Chief Minister Baghel
said that the Rural
Industrial Parks (RIPA) as-
sociated with Gauthans

are becoming functional in
most of the places. Now be-
fore this work is complete,
we have to work towards
formulating rural indus-
try policy, for this, the con-
cerned department should
complete the process soon.
So that when the Rural
Industrial Parks start func-
tioning completely, the
beneficiaries associated
with them can be helped
by taking loans from the
bank and starting other
businesses.

Congratulating the
women groups associated
with Gauthan including
cattle rearers, the Chief
Minister said that it is a
very good thing that they
are continuously making

records. After payment of
8.23 cr, this figure will be-
come Rs.403.58 cr.
Similarly, after payment of
Rs 4.76 cr to cow dung ven-
dors, this figure will be Rs
206.49 cr. Expressing happi-
ness over the power units
started for power genera-
tion from cow dung, he di-
rected to connect the
power generated from
these units to the power
grid and fix the price of
electricity.

The Chief Minister stat-
ed that it is a matter of
pride that 4927 Gauthans
have become self-reliant in
the state and have begun
purchasing cow dung from
their own savings. As of

now, the Gauthan groups
that used to make earthen
lamps, vermicompost, etc.
will now be contributing
towards the production of
electricity. As per the MOU
signed for power genera-
tion in the past, Bemetara
and Bastar have taken con-
crete shape at the ground
level and Now the task of
connecting the electricity
produced by it to the power
grid and fixing the price of
the electricity produced
from it will be completed
soon. While reviewing the
unit for making paint from
cow dung, the Chief
Minister said that it is a
matter of happiness that
23 paint units are under

process in 21 districts, and
13 units have been com-
pleted. More than 17 thou-
sand liters of paint has
been produced and an in-
come of more than 22 lakh
rupees has been earned.
He said that schools and
government offices will
soon require a large
amount of paint, so we
have to produce natural
paint by balancing the de-
mand and supply so that
paint can be supplied at
the right time. Meanwhile,
Agriculture Minister
Ravindra Choubey and
Virtually present Public
Health Minister Guru
Rudra Kumar also ad-
dressed this occasion.
while, Advisor to Chief
Minister Pradeep Sharma,
Chief Secretary Mr.
Amitabh Jain, Additional
Chief Secretary Subrat
Sahoo, Secretary Dr. Ayaz
Tamboli, Director of State
Rural Livelihood Mission
Avneesh Sharan, Director
of Agriculture
Department Ranu Sahu,
Director of Horticulture
Department Matheswaran
V. and other officers were
also present.

Policies for rural industries
should begin soon: Baghel

A total of 8.23 cr have
been transferred
online to villagers,
cattle herders, 
and WSHGs under
the GNY

Raipur, Feb 06: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
reviewed the budget
preparations of his de-
partments and also of the
departments under
Cabinet Ministers
Ravindra Choubey,
Mohammad Akbar and
Kawasi Lakhma in a meet-

ing held at his official resi-
dence here on Monday.

Baghel discussed and re-
viewed the budgets of
Energy Department,
Aviation, General
Administration, Finance,
Mineral Resources, Public
Relations, Electronics and
Information Technology,

Commercial Tax (Excise),
Commerce and Industry,
Law and Legislative
Affairs Department,
Transport, Housing and
Environment, Forest and
Climate, Parliamentary
Affairs, Agriculture and
Biotechnology, Animal
Husbandry, Fisheries,
Water Resources and
Ayacut, Panchayat and
Rural Development
Department in the meet-
ing.

D e p a r t m e n t a l
Ministers, Chief
Secretary Amitabh Jain,
Additional Chief
Secretary Subrat Sahoo
and concerned officers
were present in the meet-
ing.

CM reviews the budget 
preparations of the departments 
Under him and
three other 
ministers

Including Cabinet
Ministers Ravindra
Choubey,
Mohammad Akbar
and Kawasi Lakhma 

Raipur, Feb 06: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
has paid tribute to the
great freedom fighter and
founder of ‘Swaraj Party’,
Pt. Motilal Nehru on his
death anniversary, which
falls on February 6.

Baghel said that Pt.
Motilal Nehru was one of

the important leaders of
the Indian freedom move-
ment. He gave up his law
practice on the call of
Gandhiji. Abandoning the
modern lifestyle, he start-
ed wearing Khadi. Baghel
said that his invaluable
contribution in India’s
struggle for Independence
will always be remem-
bered.

CM pays tributes to Pt Motilal Nehru 
On his death
anniversary

Raipur, Feb 06: As per the
privisions given in
Raipur’s master plan by
Raipur Development
Authority (RDA), two ten-
ders have been issued to
develop recreational facili-
ties in Kamal Vihar
Yojana (KVY). Under this,
for developing recreation-
al facilities in 25.95 acre
and 53.65 acre in Sector-3,
two tenders have been in-
vited till March 23, 2023.
The deposit for these two
tenders is Rs 46.14 cr and
61.61 cr. This particular

proposal of developing
recreational facilities in
KVY was approved in
RDA’s board of directors
meeting last on Jan 30.

According to the
Chairman RDA Subhash
Dhuppad, on development
of recreational facilitiesin
Kamal Vihar Yojana
(KVY), entire Raipur city
will be benefitted. As per
the provisions given in the
Master Plan, at the sanc-
tioned land use in the proj-
ect- sports venue, swim-
ming pool, venue for Fair
and Exhibition; Open Air
Theatre; Picnic Spot;
Garden, Shooting Range,
Birds sanctuary; Regoinal
garden, District Garden,
Sports Ground, stadium
for Traffic ground; multi-

purpose ground/ garden
and others will be devel-
oped. In addition to this in
the sanctioned land use by
eligible officer, fire-fight-
ing centre; nursery; main-
tenance of Stud Farm;
petrol pump; andn Gas
Filling centre; ‘Upahar
Grih’; foodl and all other
services related to recre-
ation and entertainment
will be provided including
building, infrastructure,
rest house, bus and rail-
way passengers waiting
room; Postal and
Telegraph office,
Multiplexs; Motel, Club,
Picnic Hub, Holiday
Resort, ‘Sanskrit and
Handicraft’ outlet; weekly
market and others will be
provided.

Recreational facilities to help
entire Raipur: Dhuppad

Tenders issued for
developing recre-
ational facilities in
KVY of RDA

Jagdalpur, Feb 06: Sarla
Tiwari, a senior Congress
leader and currently the
jail commission’s supervi-
sor, has been ap-
pointed the presi-
dent of the
Women’s District
C o n g r e s s
Committee (WDCC)
Urban by the Bastar
C o n g r e s s
Committee. Whereas,
Champa Thakur has been
appointed as WDCC
Bastar District Rural
President. Champa
Thakur has been active in
Congress for a long time.

On the instructions of
Chhattisgarh PMC In-
charge Sunita Sherawat,
new appointments have
been made to the posts of
women district heads in
all the districts of

Chhattisgarh. After the
end of the tenure of 5
years of the previous of-
fice bearers, now new peo-

ple have been given
a chance in many
districts.

Sarla Tiwari,
president of the
newly elected
WDCC said that she
has been devoted to

the Congress party for the
last 20 years. This time
again the Congress
Committee has given her
the responsibility, for
which she is grateful. She
said that in the interest of
the party and the workers,
she will fulfill the respon-
sibilities for the said post
as per the intention of the
Chief Minister and as per
the orders of the District
Congress Committee.

Sarla Tiwari appointed WDCC

(urban) District President 

Raipur, Feb 06: As per
the directions of Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, Gauthans estab-
lished for the protection
and promotion of live-
stock in the state are
being transformed into
rural industrial parks.
Along with various in-
come-generating activi-
ties, the production of
natural paint from cow
dung has also been start-

ed in Gauthans. At pres-
ent, 13 units have been
set up in Gauthans for
manufacturing natural
paint, out of which 12
units have been started.

A total of two such
units have been estab-
lished in Raipur district,
one unit each in Kanker,
Durg, Balod, Korba,
Bemetara, Surajpur,
Bastar, Korea,
Kondagaon, Dantewada
and Bijapur districts.
Except for the unit set
up in Korea district,
paint production has
started in the rest of the
units. A total of 7255
liters of natural paint
has been produced so far
by the two units estab-
lished in Gauthans of
Raipur district. Kanker
district ranks second in
the production of natu-
ral paint with 6059 liters

of natural paint pro-
duced here. Besides, 100
liters each of natural
paint has been produced
in Balod and Korba dis-
tricts, 300 liters in
Bemetara, 500 liters in
Surajpur, 120 liters in
Bastar district, 400 liters
in Kondagaon, 1102
liters in Dantewada and
200 liters in Bijapur. A
total of 17, 936 liters of
natural paint has been
produced in the state so
far. An income of Rs
22.51 lakh has been
earned from the sale of
9, 622 liters of natural
paint. The establish-
ment of units for mak-
ing natural paint from
cow dung is in the final
stage in 29 identified
Gauthans of 28 districts
of the state. Production
of natural paint will
start here soon.

12 units for manufacturing natural paint started
From cow dung in
Gauthans

About 17,936 lts 
of natural paint 
produced so far

Income of Rs 22.51
lakh generated
from the sale of 
natural paint

Jagdalpur, Feb 06:
Bharatiya Janata Party
District Working
Committee meeting was
held in Lohandiguda
Mandal in Chitrakot on
Saturday. In which the
strategy and outline of
the upcoming action plan
was prepared by review-
ing point-by-point the
completed works of the
organization. Keeping in
view the assembly elec-
tions to be held after nine
months, a call was given
to the workers to enter
the field with the resolve
of victory by making a
policy of throwing all the
energy in the polling sta-
tions.

The meeting was inau-
gurated by the invited
guests by garlanding the

oil painting of Bharat
Mata, Dr. Shyama Prasad
Mukherjee, Pt.
Deendayal Upadhyay and
lighting the lamp. The in-
troduction and presiden-
tial address was given by
BJP District President
Rup Singh Madavi.
Madavi said that every
program received from
the organization at the
state level should be com-
pleted seriously on time.
Strengthening polling
stations is the first priori-
ty. More and more pro-
grams should be conduct-
ed at the booth level, such
successful efforts should
be made.

Former MP Dinesh
Kashyap said that in view
of the assembly elections,
every energetic worker of

the BJP should fulfill the
responsibility of taking
the welfare schemes of
the central government
to every house. Make the
schemes of the Center ac-
cessible to the beneficiar-
ies, as well as expose the
mal-governance and false
promises of the Congress
government to the public.

Taking information
from the workers about
the works done at the
booth level, District co-in-
charge Sevakram Netam
said that this is the time
to go and work with the
people only. To whom the
organization has entrust-
ed the responsibility, all
of them should complete
the tasks with full respon-
sibility.

Former State General

Secretary Kiran Dev said
that the program of ‘Mor
Awas Mor Adhikar’
should be taken forward
seriously. Due to the bi-
ased attitude of the
Congress government,
the task of filling applica-
tions from each and every
beneficiary who has been
deprived of housing
should be on a war-foot-
ing.

Srinivas Maddi read
out the political resolu-
tion passed by the State
Working Committee in
the meeting. District con-
vener Maniram Kashyap
kept the point-wise infor-
mation about ‘Mor Awas
Mor Adhikar’ pro-
gramme. Rakesh Tiwari
gave details on discussion
program on examination
and Shridhar Ojha on
Mann Ki Baat pro-
gramme. Dr. Subhau
Kashyap and Lachuram
Kashyap also addressed
the working committee
meeting. The programme
was coordinated by
Ramashray Singh and
the vote of thanks was
done by Narasimha Rao.

All the members of
BJP district working
committee including
Baiduram Kashyap,
Samundsai Kutch,
Yogendra Paday,
Vedprakash Paday,
Rajneesh Panigrahi, VR
Rajput, Babul Nag, Lalita
Baghel, Dipti Paday, Sita
Bai, Nirdesh Diwan,
Raituram, A Janaki Rao,
Narsingh Thakur and
other workers were 
present.

Workers enter the electoral fray 
with victory resolve: BJP Masturi, Feb 06: The con-

ference of journalists of
Chhattisgarh Working
Journalist Union
(CWJU)Tehsil unit
Masturi was organized at
Malhar Status Rest House
on Sunday. In which for-
mer MLA Dilip Lahariya
was present as the chief
guest. He said that jour-
nalists are the mirror of
the society, doing journal-
ism at the village level is
very complicated and it is
our responsibility to coop-
erate in their work.

He also threw light on
the beneficial schemes run
by the state government in
the interest of the journal-
ists of the state.

At the same time, he re-
quested the journalists
present to air the work
being done in the public

interest by the state gov-
ernment from time to
time. Santosh Thakur
threw light on the activi-

ties of the organization
and appealed all the jour-
nalists to join the division-
al level press conference to

be held in Mungeli on Feb
8. Sangh’s patron Om
Prakash Pandey expressed
his opinion about the ac-
tivities of the organization
being conducted at the
block-level and suggested
all the journalist col-
leagues to do fair journal-
ism. On this occasion, sen-
ior journalists Basant
Bansal, Krishnapal Dev
Khatkar, Suresh Dubey,
Hari Shankar Pandey,
Jagannath Prasad Netam,
Santosh Mishra, Uday
Singh Thakur, Nanku
Sahu, Sunhar Ram
Chandel, Durga Prajapati,
Sanjay Pandey, Krishna
Kumar Chandel, Harsh
Kedia, Ganesh Prasad
Tiwari, Ajit Rathore,
Surya Prakash Ghritlahre
and other journalists were
present.

CWJU Tehsil-level conf held
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Bijapur, Feb 06: Maoists
hacked to death a 40-year-
old Bharatiya Janata
Party functionary in
Bijapur district while he
was attending a wedding
function, police said on
Monday.

The incident took place
on Sunday in Paikram vil-
lage where the victim,
Neelkanth Kakem, who
was the president of
Awapalli mandal of the
BJP, had gone with his
family to attend the mar-
riage of a relative,
Inspector General of
Police (Bastar range)
Sundarraj P said.

"When Kakem was busy
with the function at the
venue, some unidentified
Maoists suddenly attacked
him with sharp edged

weapons. He died on the
spot," the official said.
Soon after being alerted, a
police team went to the
spot and the body was sent
for post-mortem, he said.

The exact reason be-
hind the murder was yet
to be ascertained, the offi-
cial said. Security person-
nel have launched a

search in the area to trace
the assailants, he said.

Distributors, social works felicitated

Central Chronicle News

KKoorrbbaa,,  FFeebb  0066::  A journalist's fe-
licitation programme was organ-
ised by Chhattisgarh Journalist
Welfare Union (CJWU) at CRC
Club, Manikpur last on Feb 3. On
this occasion State President
CJWU Amit Gautam, State Gen.
Secy. KK Goyal, State V-P
Mahesh Acharya, State Jt. Secy.
Tilka Sahu were present.  

Chief Guest of the pro-
gramme Tanakhar MLA
Mohitram Kerketta had to leave
because of urged call from CM
in Raipur and in his place asked
Mukesh Chouhan to represent
him> Special guest on teh occa-
sio was Director Geeta Devi
Hospital Dr Sandhya Kashyap, TI
Kotawali thana Korba Rupak
Sharma. On this occasion CWJU
Patron JK Chanda, Convener BK
Mishra, District President Vijay

Lal, District Gen. Secy. Pradeep
Mishra and Treasurer Simon
Francis were present on the
dais. The programme began
with lighting of traditional lamp
before Goddess Saraswati and
garlanding the photo of
'Chhattisgarhia mahatari'.  TI
Kotwali Thana Korba Rupak
Sharma in his address hailed the
important role of journalists in
the society and added that with
such programmes, there is al-
ways some curiosity among so-
cial workers and young children
to perform. State V-P Mahesh
Acharya hailed the performance

of office bearers of CWJU in
Korba district. CWJU also organ-
ises programmes at state-level
and the journalists being felici-
tated in Korba is indeed appre-
ciable. Special Guest Geeta Devi
Hospital Dr Sandhya Kashyap
also hailed the works of CWJU
Korba unit. Gautam in his ad-
dress gave information about
programmes organised in other
parts of the state and other dis-
tricts and hailed the felicitation
of newspaper distributors.  He
informed that CWJU is function-
al in all parts of the state and it
keeps organising social pro-

gramme frequently. State Gen.
SEcy. also hailed the felicitation
programme and informed that
CWJU has organised blood do-
nation and other such pro-
grammes. District President
Vijay Lal in his address said that
objective behind holding such
programmes is to create public
awareness. There is no dearth of
talent in Korba district and if
they get a platform, then it will
be bring their hidden talent for-
ward and pass on good message
to the society.

Central Chronicle News

KKoonnttaa,,  FFeebb  0066:: World Cancer
Day is celebrated every year
on Feb 4 to achieve the goal of
educating and motivating peo-
ple about its prevention, early
detection and treatment.

Deputy Collector Ajay
Modiyam, BEO Konta S.K.
Deep Morning assembly at
Swami Atmanand Excellent
English Medium School, Konta
in the presence of SK Deep, on
Beg-less Day Saturday, stu-
dents of Arpa Blue House pre-
sented a skit to bring aware-
ness about cancer.  

During this, the students
gave attractive and mesmeriz-
ing presentations. During this,
the head teacher of the institu-

tion Srinivas Vasu and all the
staff were present.

Deputy Collector Ajay
Modiam, BEO SK Deep was
welcomed by the students
with bouquets made by them-
selves.  Srinivas Vasu, the head
teacher of the institution told
that every Saturday various
events are held in Swami
Atmanand English Medium
School, the students of the
institution are divided into
four houses and various com-

petitions are organized for
their all-round development.  

On the occasion of World
Cancer Day on Feb 4, the stu-
dents of Arpa Blue House gave
a message to be aware of the
diseases caused by intoxica-
tion. Addressing the program,

Deputy Collector Ajay
Modiyam said that such events
develop creative abilities in the
students. Present on this occa-
sion, BEO S.K. Deep encour-
aged the students by giving ex-
amples of many inspiring inci-
dents.

Seer Swami Nishchalanand
Saraswati arriving on Feb 9

Central Chronicle News

Kawardha, Feb 06: There
is lot of enthusiasm
among the spiritual fol-
lowers and disciples of the
Seer of Govardhanmath
Jagannathpuri- Jagatguru
Shankara-charya Swami
N i s h c h a l a - n a n d
Swarawati who has left on
his journey for promotion
and protection of Sanatan
culture of the country.

The residents of Gram
Ranvirpur of
Kabirdhaam district are
eagerly waiting to accord

warm welcome to the
Religious and Spiritual
Guru on his arrival and
are making preparations
at their own level through
different mediums.

It is approximately
after 7 years that Seer
Shankaracharya will be
arriving to Kabirdhaam
district and due to which
there is lot of enthusiasm
and new energy among
his followers and devotees
and seeing which there
are chances of arrival of
followers and disciples
from all over the state.

It is notable here that
Shankaracharya Swami
Nishchalanand Saraswati
will be addressing here
'Dharmsabha' and giving
information in this re-
gard Bhawana Bohara in-

formed that he will be ar-
riving here on Feb 9 in the
evening and on Feb 10-11
there will be massive
'Dharmsabha' and con-
vention in Gram
Ranvirpur.

The people of the vil-
lage and district and the
devotees are busy in mak-
ing best of the prepara-
tions to accord warm wel-
come to him, along with
members of 'Samayojak
Adityavahini- Anandva-
hini' as well and make it a
historical and grand wel-
come. A meeting in this

regard was held among
the villagers and the or-
ganisers and responsibili-
ties were delegated to all
concerned.

Bhawana Bohara said
that the people of
Kabirdhaam district are
all enthuasiastic to hear
and get the blessings of
the Seer who is torch-
bearer and protector of
Indian culture, 'Sanatan
Dharm' and faith in
Hinduism. It is an honour
for all that Seer is arriv-
ing on this land after
seven years, she added.

Surprise inspection
of Bagless day 

Central Chronicle News

Bijapur, Feb 06: On
Saturday, Bagless Day, a
surprise inspection was
done by District Education
Officer (DEO) B.R. Baghel
in the re-operated primary
school of Panganpal.

Appreciating the efforts
being made in the re-run
school, the campus was in-
spected and the teacher
was asked to make a list of
basic requirement and
give it in writing and as-
sured to solve it soon.

While talking to the chil-
dren, Mr. Baghel appreci-
ated the teachers while as-
sessing their language and
numeracy level.
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To hold ‘Dharm-Sabha’ in Gram Ranvirpur on Feb 10-11

World Cancer Day celebrated in SAGEMS
Students gave the
message on cancer
awareness

By CWJU in CRC 
Club Korba

Maoists kill local BJP
functionary 

About the incident
The incident took place on Sunday in Paikram village where

the victim, Neelkanth Kakem, who was the president of
Awapalli mandal of the BJP, had gone with his family to attend
the marriage of a relative.When Kakem was busy with the
function at the venue, some unidentified Maoists suddenly at-
tacked him with sharp edged weapons. He died on the spot.
Soon after being alerted, a police team went to the spot and
the body was sent for post-mortem.

Nearly 1.27 liters of
‘gaumutra’ procured

in Gauthans
RRaaiippuurr,,  FFeebb  0066::  Production and use
of organic insecticide 'Brahmastra'
and crop enhancer 'Jeevamrit'
from 'Gaumutra' has been started
in the state. A total of 1 lakh 26
thousand 858 liters of 'Gaumutra'
(cow urine) has been purchased in
Gauthans at the rate of Rs 4 per
litre. Nearly 47, 447 liters of pest
controller Brahmastra and 21,000
liters of growth enhancer
Jeevamrit have been produced by
women self-help groups in
Gauthans. So far, 59, 557 liters of
Brahmastra and Jeevamrit worth
Rs 25 lakh 74 thousand 355 have
been purchased by the farmers.
Production of 27.56 lakh quintals of
compost manure from cow dung
Under the Godhan Nyaya Yojana,
more than 27.56 lakh quintals of
compost have been produced so
far by the women groups associat-
ed with  Gauthans. This includes 22
lakh 5 thousand 138 quintal vermi-
compost, more than 5 lakh 50
thousand 862 quintal super com-
post, and 18,924 quintals super
compost plus manure, which are
being sold through societies at the
rate of Rs 10, Rs 6, and Rs 6.50 per
kg respectively.
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BRIEF

Bribery 
Jabalpur: A Madhya
Pradesh cooperative
department employee
was held on Monday
for allegedly demand-
ing and accepting a
bribe of Rs 20,000 in
Jabalpur, a Lokayukta
police official said.
The accused, a reader
in the department,
had sought a bribe
from a man to issue
his appointment order
as manager of an es-
tablishment under the
department,
Lokayukta Deputy
Superintendent of
Police Surekha
Parmar told PTI.

Injured 
Jammu: A 15-year-old
boy was injured in a
landmine blast along
the Line of Control
(LoC) in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Poonch dis-
trict on Monday,
sources said.
Mohammad Shoaib
was grazing his cattle
as the landmine ex-
ploded in the forward
area, they said.

Rob
New Delhi: Five
men, two of them
food delivery execu-
tives, were arrested
for allegedly robbing
Rs 32 lakh from a
man at gunpoint
near Hedgewar hos-
pital in east Delhi,
police said on
Monday. The accused
have been identified
as Rihaan, 28, and
Nazim, 27, both resi-
dents of Uttar
Pradesh, and Ansaar
alias Aahad Khan, 30,
Rahul Verma, 20, and
Aakash, 25, all resi-
dents of Delhi, they
said. On January 29,
police got informa-
tion regarding a rob-
bery of Rs 32 lakh
near Hedgewar
Hospital. The com-
plainant said that
three people came on
a bike, hit him with
the butt of the pistol
and robbed him of
his bag that had Rs 32
lakh in it, a senior po-
lice officer said.

Shop fire
Kolkata: A fire
broke out in an auto-
mobile tyre shop at
Chowringhee Road
here on Monday
morning, officials
said. Four fire ten-
ders were rushed to
the spot to bring the
blaze under control,
they said. Four peo-
ple, who were inside
the shop, have been
rescued, the officials
said, adding, they
did not suffer any
injury.

Shot dead 
Chandigarh: A for-
mer village head was
shot dead by a group
of assailants in
Punjab’s Batala, police
said on Monday. The
assailants opened fire
at Swaran Singh at his
residence in village
Dahiya on Sunday
night. Singh was
rushed to the civil hos-
pital where he was de-
clared brought dead,
said police. Police sus-
pect old enmity led to
the murder.

WB CM Mamata Banerjee
being conferred D. Lit by
Governor C V Ananda Bose
and Vice-Chancellor John
Felix Raj during the 4th
convocation ceremony of
the St. Xavier’s University,
in Kolkata, Monday.

Banka (Bihar), Feb 06 (PTI)

Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar on Monday
asserted that the JD(U)’s re-
alignment with the BJP
half a decade ago, which
came to an abrupt end last
year, had been to the detri-
ment of his party.

The JD(U) leader was re-
plying to queries from jour-
nalists in Banka district,
which he visited as part of
the Samadhan Yatra’ mass
outreach programme.

He was asked about the
“open letter” to the party
cadre from disgruntled par-
liamentary board chief
Upendra Kushwaha, who
has convened a two-day
meeting next week to dis-
cuss the “gradual erosion of
support base” of the JD(U)
and anxieties over a ru-
moured “deal” with the

RJD, its current ally.
A visibly peeved Kumar

sought to remind
Kushwaha that the latter
has been always rewarded
by the party despite having
ditched it repeatedly and “if
he keeps airing his griev-
ances in public then it will
be construed as he has
other plans for himself”.

When asked whether he
thought Kushwaha was
forcing his hand at the
BJP’s behest, Kumar
replied cryptically, “You
can draw your conclusions.
How much publicity this af-
fair is getting I have never
seen such spotlight on my
party”.

However, the wily leader
indicated that he was giv-
ing a long rope to the in-
transigent party func-
tionary saying, “I have said
it and so has our national
president that nobody
needs to react to whatever
he (Kushwaha) says”. He,
however, ridiculed
Kushwaha for the repeated
claim that the party was
growing weak, pointing out
that “our recent member-
ship drive swelled the
party ranks like never be-
fore”.

“The only instance when
the party did suffer harm
was during our alliance in
2017,” said Kumar, in an ob-
vious reference to the BJP
which he did not mention
by name. Recounting the
2019 Lok Sabha polls which
JD(U) and BJP contested
together, along with late
Ram Vilas Paswan’s LJP
and the clean sweep made
by the NDA, Kumar re-
ferred to the trajectory fol-
lowed by the saffron party
thereafter. “We had asked
for three to four berths (in
the Union cabinet) but they
said they will not give more
than one, so we did not
join. In the assembly polls
(in 2020) we supported
them but the way a cam-
paign was run against our
(JDU) candidates has there
been any such precedent?”
asked Kumar.

‘JD(U) suffered after 
allying with BJP in 2017’

Nitish Kumar

ELECTION MANIFESTO

Congress leader Sudip Roy Barman along with others releases party’s manifesto for
the upcoming Tripura Assembly elections, in Agartala, Monday.

New Delhi, Feb 06 (PTI) 

The Booker Prize win-
ning feat of Geetanjali
Shree and Daisy Rockwell
is quite an inspiration for
British Council’s transla-
tion programmes in India
and these schemes aim at
bringing more Geetanjali
Shrees to the world, says
the UK organisation’s new
India head Alison Barrett.

Talking at length about
various literary and cul-
tural initiatives as part of
the India-UK Together,
Season of Culture (June
2022 - March 2023), Barrett
said these look forward to
strengthening artistic col-
laboration, skills and net-
works for the creative

economies of both the
countries.

“We are quite inspired
by the work of Geetanjali
Shree and Daisy Rockwell
and the success they have
had. It is a brilliant mo-
ment for India as well as
the UK. We are hoping that

we can try and bring out
more Geetanjali Shrees to
the world,” Barrett told
PTI in an interview.

The British Council is
supporting PEN
Translates, a project by
English PEN to encourage
the translation of Indian
literature and build a foun-
dation for translators
working with UK publish-
ers.

In addition to showcas-
ing writers from all over
India, including Dalit writ-
ers, at a number of festi-
vals in India and the UK,
the project enables Indian
and UK publishers to ac-
quire more work in trans-
lation to English from var-
ious Indian languages.

‘Hope our translation programmes
produce more Geetanjali Shrees’

Mumbai, Feb 06 (PTI) 

A court here has sen-
tenced a businessman to
three months’ simple im-
prisonment, 12 years after
his pet Rottweiler dog bit a
man, observing if reason-
able care is not taken
while going out with such
an aggressive canine, then
it is “certainly harmful for
the public”. In such types
of cases where there is a
question of public safety,
“leniency is unwarrant-
ed”, Metropolitan magis-
trate, Girgaon court, N A
Patel, said in the order
passed on January 3. The
court found the dog owner,

Cyrus Percy Hormusji
(44), guilty of offences
under Indian Penal Code
Sections 289 (negligent
conduct with respect to an-
imal) and 337 (causing
hurt by act endangering
life or personal safety of
others). The detailed order
was available on Sunday.

The incident took place
in May 2010 when the the
victim, Kersi Irani, and
Hormusji were arguing
over a property dispute
while standing near the
latter’s car at Nepean Sea
Road in Mumbai.

Hormusji’s pet dog was
inside the car and trying
to get out of the vehicle.

In spite of the request to
not open the car door, the
accused (Hormusji)
opened it due to which the

dog came out and directly
attacked the informant
(Irani), the prosecution
said. The canine bit Irani
twice on his right leg and
once on his right hand, it
added. The court in its
order held the accused
was aware this dog is of a
“very aggressive breed”.

“Therefore, reasonable
care was expected from
him. The age of the in-
formant is 72 years, at
such an old age the strong
and aggressive dog at-
tacked him and took three
bites,” the court said.

“When the person like
the accused, who is a
grown up man, was going
in the public place with
such an aggressive dog, if
reasonable care is not
taken then certainly it is

harmful for the public,”
the magistrate observed.

Rottweiler dogs are fa-
mous “for being powerful
and having forceful bite,”
the court noted.

They are capable of gen-
erating a bite of up to 328
PSI (pound per square
inch). They are one of the
strongest breeds of dogs, it
added. The accused was
the owner of the said dog.
Therefore, he was certain-
ly having knowledge about
the aggression of said dog,
the court said. “In spite of
that he has not taken suffi-
cient care or order there-
with to guard against pub-
lic danger to human life.
Therefore, he has commit-
ted the offence punishable
under Section 289 of the
IPC,” it said.

Dog owner gets 3-month imprisonment 

Hyderabad, Feb 06 (PTI) 

In a setback to the
Telangana government, the
High Court on Monday dis-
missed its plea challenging
the decision of a single judge
to transfer to CBI, the investi-
gation into the case of alleged
attempt to poach BRS MLAs,
from the Special Investigation
Team (SIT) formed by it.

A division bench of the
High Court comprising Chief
Justice Ujjal Bhuyan and
Justice N Tukaramji con-
firmed the orders passed by
the single judge and dis-
missed the batch of writ ap-
peals filed by the government
and others, on the ground of
maintainability. A single

judge of the High Court on
December 26, 2022 ordered
transfer of the investigation
into the case of alleged con-
spiracy to poach four BRS
MLAs to the CBI, from the SIT
of the state police.

The High Court had then
also quashed the government
order to constitute the SIT
and the investigation so far
carried out by it and also the
probe done by an Assistant
Commissioner of Police in
the initial stage.

After this, the state govern-
ment and others filed writ ap-
peals against the single judge
order. However, the High
Court division bench today
upheld the orders passed by
the single judge and dis-
missed the appeals. It also re-

fused to stay its order when
state government counsel re-
quested for suspension of the
order to enable it to approach
the Supreme Court. The order
now paves way for the CBI to
proceed with the investiga-
tion. The central agency has
already issued letters to the
Telangana Chief Secretary re-
questing to furnish all rele-
vant material in the case.
Three people —
Ramachandra Bharati alias
Satish Sharma, Nandu
Kumar and Simhayaji Swamy
— were already named as ac-
cused (A1 to A3) in the case
after a complaint was lodged
by BRS MLA Pilot Rohith
Reddy, among four legislators,
against them on October 
26, 2022.

Setback to T’gana govt
after HC dismisses its pleaNew Delhi, Feb 06 (PTI) 

Uttar Pradesh Deputy
Chief Minister Keshav
Prasad Maurya, a promi-
nent OBC face of the BJP
in the state, on Monday
said RSS chief Mohan
Bhagwat’s comment on
the caste system in Hindu
society is a “guidance for
us”.

Addressing an event in
Mumbai on Sunday,
Bhagwat has said every-
one is equal in the eyes of
God and no caste or sect
exists before him.

All these things were
created by priests which is
wrong, he had said.

“I am a Swayamsevak
(volunteer) of the RSS and
when our revered
Sarsanghchalak (RSS
chief) says something, we
consider it a ‘margdar-
shan’ (guidance) for us,”
Maurya told PTI in the
Parliament House

Complex when asked
about Bhagwat’s remarks.

He, however, refused to
make any further com-
ment. “It will be inappro-
priate for me to make any
comment on the remarks
of the revered
Sarsanghchalak.”

Opposition leaders,
however, targeted the RSS
and the rul-
ing BJP, say-
i n g
Bhagwat’s statement
should reflect in action
and work culture of his
outfit and that of BJP gov-
ernments.

“Mohan Bhagwat’s
statement is just a state-
ment. One can relish it
when it reflects in your ac-
tions and work culture. It’s
not seen in your work cul-
ture. (Centre is) sitting on
the caste census,” RJD’s
Rajya Sabha MP Manoj
Jha told PTI, when asked
for a reaction to the RSS

chief ’s comment.
He asked Bhagwat to en-

force a culture which
could end “caste atrocities
and inequality” in the
country.

“In the sea of inequality,
you have made five islands
of prosperity. One of the
islands is Hindenburg,
which is exposing the gov-

ernment a
bit. End
that,” the

RJD leader said, apparent-
ly demanding that the RSS
chief ensure that action is
taken against allegations
of financial fraud against
the Adani Group.

The business giant has
rejected all allegations
made by the US-based
short seller.

Reacting to Bhagwat’s
remark, Congress MP
Digvijay Singh sought to
know from the RSS chief
which of the Hindu scrip-
tures are “lying” about the

existence of cast system.
“He has said the scrip-

tures are lying. We want to
ask Mohan Bhagwat
which of the scriptures
are lying,” the Congress
leader told PTI when
asked for his reaction on
the RSS chief ’s remark.

BJP MP from
Rajasthan’s Alwar Balak
Nath termed Bhagwat’s
remark “truth” and al-
leged it is the Congress
which divides people on
the lines of caste for politi-
cal gains.

“He (Bhagwat) has
talked about Sanatan.
There is no mention of
any caste system in
Sanatan. People brought
in the caste system based
on their work,” he told PTI
when asked for his com-
ment. Bhagwat’s reflec-
tions on Sanatan dharma
and the caste system is
“absolutely correct”, he
said.

UP DyCM Maurya on RSS chief’s remark on caste system

PROTEST RALLY

Tribal people from Aarey colony and other adjoining areas of Mumbai take part in 
a protest over their land rights near Bandra Collector’s office, in Mumbai, Monday.

Mumbai, Feb 06 (PTI) 

A 54-year-old man from
the city has approached
the Bombay High Court
alleging medical negli-
gence at the civic-run
COVID-19 jumbo centre
and seeking Rs 36 lakh
compensation for the or-
deal he underwent.

Deepak Shah, a resi-
dent of suburban
Andheri, recently filed a
petition seeking compen-
sation for medical negli-
gence, incompetent and
improper medical treat-
ment by the doctors at the
BKC jumbo covid hospital
run by the
B r i h a n m u m b a i
Municipal Corporation in
suburban Bandra.

According to the plea,
Shah had undergone her-

nia operation a few days
before testing positive for
coronavirus and was ad-
mitted to the BKC jumbo
centre.

The petitioner alleged
that doctors did not treat
him well medically, due to
which he developed infec-
tion and had to undergo
two more surgeries.

The petition is likely to
come up for hearing on
February 9 before a divi-
sion bench of the high
court.

As per the plea, Shah
had undergone hernia op-
eration in March 2021. In
the surgery, doctors had
inserted a mesh in his ab-
domen area, which re-
quired post-surgery care
for six months.

In April 2021, the peti-
tioner tested positive for
coronavirus, following
which he was quaran-
tined and admitted to the
BKC jumbo centre.

Man moves HC alleging
medical negligence 

Ranchi, Feb 06 (PTI) 

Suspended Congress MLA
Irfan Ansari on Monday ap-
peared before the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) here in connection with
the cash seizure case. Ansari

reached zonal office of the
federal agency here around
11 am in connection with its
investigation into the cash
seized from a car in which he
was travelling along with

party MLAs Rajesh
Kachchap and Naman Bixal,
an official said. The three
MLAs were arrested by the
West Bengal Police after Rs
49 lakh in cash was seized
from their vehicle in Howrah
district in July last year.

Suspended Cong MLA appears before ED 

New Delhi, Feb 06 (PTI) 

The 22nd Bharat Rang
Mahotsav will stage over
80 plays in the national
capital and nine other
cities, starting February
14, the National School of
Drama (NSD) announced
on Monday.

Opening here in Delhi
with the famous Bengali
play “Jagannath” by
Kolkata-based theatre
group Chetana, the annual
international theatre festi-
val will showcase a diverse
bouquet of plays as part of
the ongoing ‘Amrit
Mahotsav of
Independence’. “We have
scrutinised a list of top-
notch plays, selecting from
960 submissions, includ-
ing international entries.
Due to the outbreak of the
COVID-19 pandemic, we
had to halt the invitation
process for the foreign par-

ticipants given their safety
concerns,” said professor
Ramesh Chandra Gaur, di-
rector of NSD, in a state-
ment. “Jagannath”, an
adaptation of Lu Xun’s
Chinese novella “The True
Story of Ah-Q”, directed
by Arun Mukhopadhyay,
is widely considered as
one of the legendary pro-
ductions of Bengali the-
atre. Hosting as many as 10
traditional plays in Delhi,
the festival will run paral-
lelly in Jaipur,
Rajahmundry, Ranchi,
Guwahati, Jammu,
Srinagar, Bhopal, Nashik
and Kevadia.

“The Institution seeks to
nurture the growth of new
folk talents through the
platform of 22 nd BRM. So
we have made an effort to
accommodate as many
young theatre aficionados
as we can,” added Gaur.

The 13-day festival will
include plays in English,
Hindi, and other lan-
guages.

22nd Bharat Rang Mahotsav to open
with Bengali classic ‘Jagannath’ 

CASH HAUL CASE

Alison Barrett

12 years after 
canine bit man

GUIDANCE FOR US

Over transfer 
of case to CBI

BRS MLAs POACHING CASE

On Feb 14

At BMC-run 
COVID-19 centre
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Los Angeles, Feb 06 (PTI)

Music composer Ricky
Kej, based out of
Bengaluru, has won his
third Grammy Award for
the album ‘Divine Tides’
and dedicated the honour
to his home country, India.

The US-born musician
shared the award with
Stewart Copeland, the
drummer of the iconic
British rock band The
Police, who collaborated
with Kej on the album.

At the 65th Annual
Grammy Awards, the duo
earned the gramophone
trophy in the best immer-
sive audio album winner
category. They had won a
Grammy in the best new
age album category for the
same album last year.

“Congrats Best
Immersive Audio Album
winner - ‘Divine Tides’
Eric Schilling, immersive
mix engineer; @copeland-
music, @rickykej &
Herbert Waltl, immersive
producers (Stewart

Copeland & Ricky Kej)
#GRAMMYs,” an-
nounced the Recording
Academy, the organisa-
tion behind Grammy
Awards, on its official
Twitter page on Sunday
night.

Kej said he was “grate-
ful” for the recognition.

“Just won my 3rd
Grammy Award.
Extremely grateful, am
speechless! I dedicate this
Award to India.
@copelandmusic. Herbert
Waltl Eric Schilling Vanil
Veigas Lonnie Park,” the
composer captioned a se-
ries of pictures on his
Twitter page.

Other nominees in the
category were: Christina
Aguilera (‘Aguilera’), The
C h a i n s m o k e r s

(‘Memories... Do Not
Open’), Jane Ira Bloom
(‘Picturing The Invisible-
Focus 1’), and
Nidarosdomens Jentekor
& Trondeheimsolistene
(‘Tuvahyun - Beatitudes
for a Wounded World’).

‘Divine Tides’ is a nine-
song album that aims to
deliver the message that
“each individual life plays
a crucial role in maintain-
ing the balance that
serves all equally”.

Kej took home his first
Grammy in the best new
age album category for
‘Winds of Samsara’ back
in 2015.

As part of his work
with The Police, Copeland
has won five Grammys.
With Kej as collaborator,
this is his second award.

Ricky Kej wins third Grammy
Award, dedicates honour to India

GRAMMY AWARDS

Beyonce accepts the award for best dance/electronic music album for “Renaissance” at the 65th annual Grammy
Awards on Sunday.

Islamabad, Feb 06 (PTI) 

The mortal remains of
Pakistan’s former mili-
tary ruler Pervez
Musharraf will be
brought back to the coun-
try in a special flight from
Dubai on Monday and will
be laid to rest in Karachi,
media reports said.

Musharraf, the archi-
tect of the Kargil War in
1999, died on Sunday in
Dubai after a prolonged
illness.

The 79-year-old former
military ruler, who had
been in the UAE since
2016, was undergoing
treatment for amyloidosis
at American Hospital
Dubai.

Musharraf ’s mortal re-
mains will be flown to
Pakistan on a special
flight at 11:30am local
time, according to Geo TV.

The Pakistani embassy
in the UAE issued a no ob-
jection certificate (NOC)
for the repatriation of
Musharraf ’s mortal re-
mains to Pakistan at the
request of his family, the
TV channel said.

The former military
leader’s wife Sehba
Musharraf, son Bilal and
daughter Ayla will bring
Musharraf ’s mortal re-
mains to Pakistan, it said.

The former president
will be buried in a
Karachi graveyard, his
family confirmed.

The former president’s
mother was buried in
Dubai while his father
was laid to rest in
Karachi.

Meanwhile, the Khaleej
Times reported that the
Consulate General of
Pakistan in Dubai has is-
sued a no-objection certifi-
cate (NOC) to repatriate
his body to Pakistan.

Musharraf seized
power by ousting Sharif
in a 1999 bloodless coup.

He served as Pakistan’s
president from 2001 to
2008.

Musharraf, who was
born in New Delhi in 1943
and fled to Pakistan in
1947, was the last military
dictator to rule Pakistan.

‘Musharraf to be laid to rest in Karachi’
Beijing, Feb 06 (AP) 

China on Monday ac-
cused the United States of
indiscriminate use of
force when the American
military shot down a sus-
pected Chinese spy bal-
loon Saturday, saying that
had “seriously impacted
and damaged both sides’
efforts and progress in sta-
bilising Sino-U.S. rela-
tions.”

The U.S. shot down a
balloon off the Carolina
coast after it traversed sen-
sitive military sites across
North America. China in-
sisted the flyover was an
accident involving a civil-
ian aircraft.

Vice Foreign Minister
Xie Feng said he lodged a
formal complaint with the
U.S. Embassy on Sunday
over the “U.S. attack on a
Chinese civilian un-
manned airship by mili-
tary force.”

“However, the United
States turned a deaf ear
and insisted on indiscrim-
inate use of force against
the civilian airship that
was about to leave the
United States airspace, ob-
viously overreacted and
seriously violated the spir-
it of international law and
international practice,”
Xie said.

The presence of the bal-
loon in the skies above the

U.S. dealt a severe blow to
already strained U.S.-
Chinese relations that
have been in a downward
spiral for years.

It prompted Secretary of
State Antony Blinken to
abruptly cancel a high-
stakes Beijing trip aimed
at easing tensions.

Xie repeated China’s in-
sistence that the balloon
was a Chinese civil un-
manned airship that blew
into U.S. mistake, calling it
“an accidental incident
caused by force majeure.”

China would “resolutely
safeguard the legitimate
rights and interests of
Chinese companies, res-
olutely safeguard China’s

interests and dignity and
reserve the right to make
further necessary respons-
es,” he said.

U.S. President Joe Biden
issued the shootdown
order after he was advised
that the best times for the
operation would be when
it was over water, U.S. offi-
cials said.

Military officials deter-
mined that bringing down
the balloon over land from
an altitude of 60,000 feet
(18,000 metres) would pose
an undue risk to people on
the ground.

“What the U.S. has done
has seriously impacted
and damaged both sides’
efforts and progress in sta-

bilising Sino-U.S. relations
since the Bali meeting,”
Xie said, referring to the
recent meeting between
Biden and his Chinese
counterpart Xi Jinping in
Indonesia that many
hoped would create posi-
tive momentum for im-
proving ties that have spi-
ralled to their lowest level
in years. Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Mao Ning
provided no fresh details,
repeating China’s insis-
tence the object was a
civilian balloon intended
for meteorological re-
search, had little ability to
steer and entered over the
U.S. by accidentally diverg-
ing from its course.

China accuses US of indiscriminate use of force over balloon

Quetta, Feb 06 (AP) 

A bombing near a vehi-
cle carrying Pakistani
paramilitary troops in
southwestern Baluchistan
province killed a soldier
and wounded 11 people,
mostly civilians, police
and security officials said
Monday.

The Pakistani Taliban
claimed responsibility for
the attack, which took
place on Sunday.

Pakistan has been bat-
tling an insurgency in
Baluchistan for more than
a decade, with separatists
in the province demand-
ing complete autonomy or
a larger share of the
province’s gas and miner-
al resources.

The outlawed Tehreek-e-

Taliban Pakistan or TTP
as the Pakistani Taliban
are known and other mili-
tants also have a presence
in the province, which bor-
ders Iran and
Afghanistan.

Sunday’s bombing took
place near the Musa Khan
checkpoint in Quetta, the
Baluchistan provincial
capital, said local police of-
ficial Mohammad Khan.

He provided no further
details.

Shortly after the bomb-
ing, the Pakistani Taliban
claimed responsibility,
saying the attack was car-
ried out by a suicide
bomber.

Police and security offi-
cials have not given con-
firmed the source of the
blast.

The latest incident
comes a week after a sui-
cide bomber killed 101
people at a mosque in the
northwestern city of
Peshawar, drawing na-
tionwide condemnation
and prompting Prime
Minister Shahbaz Sharif
to convene a meeting of
opposition politicians
and his allies to discuss
how to respond to the
surge in militant vio-
lence.

The conference was ini-
tially planned for
Tuesday, but has been
pushed back to Thursday.

Pakistani officials have
blamed the TTP, which
maintains sanctuaries in
n e i g h b o u r i n g
Afghanistan, for orches-
trating the Peshawar

bombing.
The TTP has denied in-

volvement.
The militant group,

however, has stepped up
its attacks since
November, when it ended
a cease-fire with the gov-
ernment in Islamabad.

Sharif has invited his
predecessor and opposi-
tion leader Imran Khan
to Thursday’s talks, but
Khan has yet to confirm
his participation.

Since the Peshawar at-
tack, members of civil so-
ciety groups have staged
rallies across the country,
holding prayer cere-
monies for the victims
and demanding govern-
ment take action to curb
the surge in militant at-
tacks. (AP)

Bomb kills soldier, wounds 11 people in SW Pak

Lahore, Feb 06 (PTI) 

Pakistan Interior
Minister Rana Sanaullah on
Monday warned Imran
Khan that he would be ar-
rested if he dared to launch
fresh anti-government
protests, and blamed the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
chief for indulging in the
“politics of agitation.”

Sanaullah fired the salvo
at the former prime minis-
ter while speaking to
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) workers at a
party convention in Multan
in Punjab province, accord-
ing to the Dawn newspaper.

The minister’s warnings
come days after Khan in-
structed his workers and
supporters to prepare for
the Jail Bharo Tehreek’ (fill

the prison movement)
against the federal govern-
ment for inflicting custodial
torture on his party leaders
and delay in announcing
fresh general elections. “I
ask the people to get ready
and wait for my call for ‘jail
bharo tehreek’. There will
not be that much space in
Pakistani jails to have them
all,” Khan, the 70-year-old
former cricketer-turned-
politician said during his
television address from his
Zaman Park residence here
on Saturday.

Khan made the announce-
ment after sedition cases
were filed against his

party’s Senior Vice-
President Fawad Chaudhry
and former member of the
National Assembly
Shandana Gulzar. On
Sunday, Sanaullah blamed
the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) leadership for
“creating troubles”. “In
2014, PTI staged protest
demonstrations and tried to
stop the journey of progress
and prosperity. Imran Khan
is following the politics of
agitation in the shape of
long marches, sealing
Islamabad on the pretext of
a date for elections,” the
Dawn reported, quoting
Sanaullah.

‘Imran Khan to be arrested if fresh
protests are launched’

Rana Sanaullah

Singapore, Feb 06 (PTI) 

A supermarket with
sliding doors and wider
walkways, shopping trol-
leys that could be pushed
by wheelchairs, braille let-
tering on the washroom
doors and tactile indica-
tors on the floor are some
of the features of a unique
“village” here in
Singapore that is using in-
novation to support per-
sons with disabilities.

Called “Enabling
Village” or “EV”, the first-
of-its-kind community
space is an all-accessible,
inclusive, sensory-friend-
ly space dedicated to inte-
grating persons with dis-
abilities into society.

“The tenants include so-
cial businesses that train
and hire persons with dis-
abilities, and these busi-
nesses also showcase the
abilities of persons with
disabilities when visitors
shop or dine at EV. The so-
cial businesses, along with
inclusive events and com-
munity services such as
the inclusive gym, provide
opportunities for persons
with disabilities to inter-
act alongside those with-
out disabilities while pro-
viding the dignity of work
to persons with disabili-

ties,” Ku Geok Boon, Chief
Executive Officer, SG
Enable told PTI.

“We hope that through
our collective effort, more
persons with disabilities
will lead better and mean-
ingful lives, and together,
we can bring more hope
and opportunity to all and
build a more inclusive so-
ciety,” she added.

Boon explained that the
village also hosts several
training and career fairs
and CV Clinics for per-
sons with disabilities,
bringing together disabili-
ty-inclusive employers,
training providers and ex-
perienced business profes-
sionals across a myriad of

sectors to offer jobs, train-
ing workshops on inter-
view tips and one-to-one
consultations on CV writ-
ing.

The space attracts visi-
tors from different coun-
tries, who are keen on ex-
ploring a similar set-up or
implementing takeaways
for inclusive spaces.

“Enabling Village hosts
many visitors, both local
and international guests,
and we want to inspire
and show everyone how a
society can be more inclu-
sive towards persons with
disabilities with universal
design, enabling technolo-
gy, and an inclusive cul-
ture.

Singapore’s unique ‘village’ enabling persons
with disabilities using innovation

A visually impaired man uses braille lettering facility at a
community space dedicated to integrating persons with
disabilities into society, in Singapore.

SOOTHING TO EYES

The full moon sets behind the mountains including the twin peaks of Les Jumelles in
the Chablais Valaisan, near Aigle, Switzerland, Monday.

Jerusalem, Feb 06 (AP) 

The Israeli military says
several Palestinian gunmen
have been killed in a gun
battle that broke out
Monday in a Palestinian
refugee camp in the West
Bank during an army raid
meant to arrest suspects al-
legedly involved in a
botched attack on Israelis.

The Palestinian Health
Ministry did not immedi-
ately confirm the deaths,
saying only that three were
injured, one of them criti-
cally. The violence comes
amid one of the deadliest
periods in recent years in
the Israeli-Palestinian con-
flict and in the first weeks of
Israel’s new government, its
most right-wing ever, which

has promised to take a
tough stance against the
Palestinians.

The military said it was
operating to apprehend the
suspects behind a failed
shooting attack at a West
Bank restaurant, where at-
tackers allegedly were
thwarted by a weapon mal-
function.

The attackers then fled
the scene, the military said,
adding that they were mem-
bers of the Hamas militant
group that rules the Gaza
Strip and has elements in
the West Bank as well. In
Monday’s operation, the
military said it was search-
ing for the militant cell that
it said had sealed itself in-
side a home in the refugee
camp.

Israeli military: Several
Palestinian gunmen killed in raid

London, Feb 06 (PTI) 

Life expectancy for young
people can be as much as 14
years shorter in violent coun-
tries compared to peaceful
nations, according to a global
study.

A team, led by researchers
at the University of Oxford in
the UK, shows a direct link
between the uncertainty of

living in a violent setting and
a “double burden” of shorter
and less predictable lives,
even for those not directly in-
volved in the violence.

The study, published in the
journal Science Advances, es-
timates a gap of around 14
years in remaining life ex-

pectancy — the number of
years a person can expect to
live — at age 10 between the
least and most violent coun-
tries. In El Salvador,
Honduras, Guatemala and
Colombia, the gap in life ex-
pectancy with high income
countries is predominantly
explained by excess mortali-
ty due to homicides, they
said.

‘Life expectancy for young 14
years shorter in violent countries’

EXPERT STUDY



T he 2023  assembly
election season has

started with the polls in
Tripura scheduled on
February 16 and Meghalaya,
Nagaland on February 27.
The results of all the three
states in the first phase, will
be known on March 2. The
outcome will be having sig-
nificant impact on the
tempo of the poll campaign
in the remaining six states
scheduled during the year.
Karnataka will be facing
elections in the second
phase in April/ May 
this year.

As indications suggest,
the all powerful BJP, despite
its massive resources and
continuous campaigns by
both the Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and the
Home Minister Amit Shah
is set to lose power as junior
partner in Meghalaya. In
Tripura, the BJP is in a
tight condition as its part-
ner of the alliance IFTF has
lost its earlier base to the
new tribal party Tipra
Motha(TM) which is fight-
ing alone with the option
open for limited under-
standing with the main al-
liance of the Left Front led
by the CPI(M) and the
Congress. Nagaland is the
only state where the BJP is
confident to come back as a
junior partner in the region-

al party led alliance.. Out of
60 seats, BJP is contesting in
20 and its regional partner
is contesting the remaining
40 seats.

As of now, BJP’s stake is
very high in Tripura. The
party after years of nurtur-
ing by the RSS captured
power in 2018 assembly
polls defeating the CPI(M)
which was in power for long
years. The BJP got 35 seats
out of the 60 seats while the
CPI(M) got 16. But the
CPI(M) kept its voting share
at a comfortable level of 42.2
per cent as against BJP’s 43.
59 per cent.. In the last five
years. the political situation
in Tripura has changed sub-
stantially leading to increas-
ing people’s anger against
the BJP rule. Left Front led
by the CPI(M) has finally al-
lied with the Congress to
fight the BJP unitedly. The
Congress  has improved its
base support in the recent
months after a long period
of disarray.

But the most important
factor in the electoral battle
is the new tribal party Tipra
Motha(TM) which has in its
fold about 80 per cent of
tribal support. If there
could have been a total un-
derstanding of the Left-
Congress alliance with TM,
it could have been said that
BJP’s defeat is certain in
next assembly polls. But
that is not  certain now as
TM is contesting in 45 seats
out of 60. In the tribal  20
constituencies, TM has a big
edge but the party headed
by Pradyot Narayan
Manikya Debbarma, the
scion of the royal family is a
respected politician and he
holds support in general
constituencies also.

For the Left-Congress al-
liance, it will be best to have

some understanding now
even after the withdrawal of
nominations, so that in
some critical constituen-
cies, ways are found out to
avoid split of anti-BJP votes.
That has to be ensured to de-
feat the BJP. Further, doors
should be kept open for post
poll alliance with TM if
there is a hung assembly.
Trinamool Congress has
also fielded 28 candidates in
the polls in the state and the
party supremo  Mamata
Banerjee is visiting Tripura
on February 6 and 7.
Mamata has a big halo
among the Bengalees and
she is likely to draw big
crowds. IF TMC gets good
votes from the Bengalees,
that will be at the expense of
BJP votes also, apart  from
Left. So that way, TMC votes
also will be crucial  in deter-
mining the outcome.

In Meghalaya, the ruling
NPP led by Conrad Sangma
is contesting in all seats, so
is its NDA partner BJP.
Similarly Trinamool
Congress and Congress also
are contesting in 60 seats
each. The contest will be
three cornered between
NPP, TMC and the Congress
with the BJP playing a mar-
ginal role. Congress got 21
seats in 2018 polls with the
highest vote percentage of
28.5 per cent. BJP got only 2
seats with 9.6 per cent votes.
But then, the BJP manipu-
lated and increased its seats
and putting pressure from
the centre on the regional
parties, became the junior
partner. Trinamool
Congress competed with the
BJP in mobilising resources
and finally succeeded in or-
ganising defections from
the Congress. TMC has now
12 legislators led by Mukul
Sangma and the party has

been campaigning as the
main party of the opposi-
tion seeking to unseat
Conrad Sangma.

Congress, despite defec-
tions, still retains big base
in Meghalaya. If the party
can get adequate central
help, they can certainly get
some seats. But the problem
with the Congress in NE
states is that the central
leadership has abandoned
the region with seven states.
The BJP always sends its
top leaders to the NE states
to help the state party units.
Amit Shah himself devotes
lot of time. But the
Congress has allowed the
NE states, once its strong-
hold to slip away from its
control to BJP. Assam chief
minister Himanta Biswa
Sharma is in charge of NDA
in NE region. There is no
one in the Congress who
can match his organisation-
al skill.

After the success of
Bharat Jodo Yatra, the
Congress high command
must give full attention on
the election preparedness in
these three states… If the
BJP loses power in two
states out of three that will
give a big push to the cam-
paign in Karnataka in the
second phase. Congress is
already advantageously
placed in Karnataka against
the BJP.A big new push is
needed to defeat the BJP in
the assembly polls in
Karnataka.. For that the
party leadership should pro-
ceed with a killer instinct
against the BJP. There is no
time to lose. BJP’s  defeat in
the first phase is essential to
impart a big momentum to
the entire opposition in its
campaign in the next six as-
sembly polls during the 
year 2023.
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Online fraudsters 
It's a known fact that

going digital has made us
more vulnerable to online
fraud. Online fraudsters
trick millions of people
into sending money or giv-
ing out personal informa-
tion. These cybercriminals
use secure software to re-
main anonymous which
are proxy servers that hide
their location and route
their communications
through multiple countries
to evade direct detection.
Since the method of how
they commit these crimes
is very complicated, law en-
forcement needs to coordi-
nate with government
agencies, international
partners and private corpo-
rations. Also, Call Centres
need to be set up so that the
victims of such frauds can
lodge complaints without
delay. The police, on receiv-
ing a complaint of this
kind, should immediately
notify the bank authorities
through the National
Cyber Crime Reporting
Portal so that the transfer
of money can be stopped
instantly. Besides, people
should also utilize some
tips to help lessen the
chances of becoming prey
for these fraudsters. One
should not open, respond
to, download attachments
or click on links from un-
known emails. While enter-
ing payment information
one should be ensured one
is using secure websites. It
can be verified by ensuring
the website's URL that be-
gins with HTTPS. Last but
not the least, severe puni-
tive action must be taken
against the convicted and
should be shown no mercy.

Dipen Gogoi,
Teok, Jorhat

Harassment 
of players

The assurance by
Anurag Thakur that the
mechanism in place to pro-
tect female athletes from
being mentally and sexual-
ly harassed by persons in
power can effectively ad-
dress the problem doesn’t
inspire much confidence.
Coaches and officials of
sports federations are pow-
erful enough to ruin the
career of young women
athletes if they dare spurn
their advances, or if they
don’t extend sexual
favours to them.
Politicians generally head
sports federations.
Bringing delinquent politi-
cians to justice is an uphill
task, particularly when he
is associated with the rul-
ing party. A committee con-
stituted to probe the allega-
tions by women wrestlers
appears to be eyewash. It is
one thing to make strin-
gent laws for the protection
of women against sexual
assault, and quite another
to enforce them in letter
and spirit. Sexual harass-
ment cases are mounting
up because of laxity in the
sincere implementation of
the laws enacted with great
fanfare.

Roshan Lal Goel,
by mail
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Elephants carry deities during ‘Pallivetta’ at Sree Valayanad Devi Temple festival, in Kozhikode, Sunday night.

RELIGIOUS RITUALS

T he poll bugle has been sounded in the north-east-
ern states of Tripura, Meghalaya and Nagaland

with the election commission announcing assembly
polls in 180 seats across these states. As the stakes rise
for the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) in the Northeast, it
will be an interesting clash of the old guard versus the
new. The BJP putting high stakes in the forthcoming
Assembly elections in Tripura, Meghalaya and
Nagaland reflects the party's meticulous and long-term
plan for expanding its footprint in states other than
those in the Hindi heartland and the west and the
party's strategy to retain or enhance its numbers in the
2024 Lok Sabha elections. The BJP's mega push in the
Northeast started in 2016 with the formation of the
North Eastern Democratic Alliance (NEDA), a platform
of non-Congress parties in the region with the declared
aim to keep Congress out of power. Its successful run
started with the unseating of the CPI(M), which had
been long entrenched in power in Tripura, followed by
the comprehensive win in Assam, defeating the
Congress. It continued with the BJP entering into vari-
ous kinds of alliances, and sometimes even gobbling up
partners in states, and the result is that the party at pres-
ent runs governments in Assam, Arunachal Pradesh,
Manipur and Tripura while it is part of the ruling al-
liance in Meghalaya, Mizoram and Sikkim. The party is
going it alone in Tripura and Meghalaya for the
Assembly elections while it will be a junior partner in
Nagaland. The BJP has been in power at the Centre for
about 15 years in its 42 years of existence and has swept
the last two Lok Sabha elections but there are not too
many states where it can win Assembly election hands
down. The Hindi heartland states, save Uttar Pradesh,
have made other choices several times; the results of the
Himachal Pradesh Assembly are the latest example. The
South continues to offer stiff resistance to the party's
brand of politics, what with the regional outfits occupy-
ing commanding heights of the polity; the party's stand-
ing is not safe even in Karnataka where it runs a govern-
ment. The eastern states remain impregnable despite
the hard work the party has been putting in for years.
The party has, however, built itself brick by brick in all
these states and it could take time before it gets translat-
ed into parliamentary numbers. That the BJP has no
major ally in states except perhaps for Maharashtra
must be another factor worrying the party's poll man-
agers. The eight northeastern states together send 25
members of the Lok Sabha with the largest contingent
of 14 coming from Assam. The Congress held the major
sway in most of these seats in its heydays but later gave
way to state parties. The BJP has been attempting to re-
place Congress in all these seats. The efforts of the
Home Ministry keeping Assam Chief Minister Himanta
Biswas Sarma at the centre point to sew up agreements
between states on border disputes also must be seen in
this light. Recent reports suggested that the BJP will be
channelizing its efforts into 160 Lok Sabha seats which it
feels are shaky while it will be reaching out to the mi-
nority communities in 60 seats where they have a signif-
icant presence. The BJP has evolved an electioneering
pattern where it has a plan for every seat, and the re-
newed thrust neatly squares with it.

BJP putting high stakes 
in NE Assembly polls 

BJP may lose power in two out of three
North Eastern states after Assembly polls

Kajal Chatterjee

W hile commenting
upon the Bharat Jodo

Yatra under the leadership of
Rahul Gandhi, a set of "pun-
dits" are asserting that the
1990 Rath Yatra in support of
construction of the Ram tem-
ple in Ayodhya has been one
of the most "successful" cam-
paigns with "very far-reach-
ing consequences".
"Successful" campaign in-
deed; after all that 1990 yatra
had propelled a mere 2-MP
party (1984-89) to throne of
New Delhi within 6 years
(might be for 13 days) to again
forming the Government in
1998 and thereafter a full term
from 1999-2004 which is cer-
tainly not a mean feat.

But they must also remain
enlightened of the fact that

mere "success" proves noth-
ing at least in moral ethical
and humanitarian terms.
Else we have to applaud the
British for it's "successful"
imperialism in India and var-
ious parts of the world span-
ning centuries.That Rath
Yatra also proved highly "suc-
cessful" in exploiting the
communal fissures within
the electorate through rabid
Hindutva, Islamophobia and
finally ensuring the barbaric
demolition of Babri Masjid
as well through vulgar flex-
ing of muscle! And now that
green signal has been award-
ed to the construction of that
"much cherished" Ram tem-
ple at that very site where the
mosque had stood for cen-
turies just because Hindus
believe it to be the birthplace
of an epic character; the mis-

sion of that Rath Yatra is set
to attain full "success".

However, no doubt about
the "very far-reaching conse-
quences" as the seeds of com-
munalism which were em-
bedded during the Yatra has
indeed grown up into a
"Bishabriksha" (poison tree)
with religion turning to be
the only political discourse
nowadays with even the out-
fits, professing "secularism",
are going all-out to indulge in
"soft" Hindutva. Thus it has
got proved that not basic ne-
cessities of food attire shelter
education jobs or livelihood;
rather one and only religion
"sells" in the polity and full
"credit" of this drastic
change must be awarded to
that 1990 Yatra which started
this all.

However, as for the conclu-

sion that Bharat Jodo Yatra is
unlikely to revive the
Congress, perhaps the "pun-
dits" are more than correct in
this aspect. Firstly, those
Indians(rather Hindus) who
dance to the communal an-
tics of any ideological group,
would invariably continue to
vote in favour of it. Secondly,
no secular humanitarian
who respect the idea of a
multi-lingual multi-religious
India had anyway never
voted in favour of any divi-
sive entity prior to Rahul
Gandhi's Yatra and never will
vote in favour of it irrespec-
tive of the result of the Yatra.
Revival of Congress will hap-
pen only when majority of
the Hindus will turn secular
and unitedly vote in favour of
the party so as to uproot the
poison of communal hatred

from the society at large.
However, since protest

need to be done for the sake of
protest only so as to remain
in the side of conscience and
sanity, Rahul Gandhi's at-
tempt to unite the nation by
undertaking the march is def-
initely much laudable. And
also the fact remains that this
march has transmitted a
shiver down the spine of a
dominant power group and
this is exactly the reason why
the Who's Who of that
brigade had attacked Rahul
through utmost vulgarity
and utter falsehood through-
out the period of the march.
So one may support it or op-
pose it, but nobody can ig-
nore Rahul Gandhi's march
and this is the most signifi-
cant aspect of the Bharat
Jodo Yatra.

Significance of Bharat Jodo Yarta

NITYA CHAKRABORTY
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Dr Krishna Kumar Vepakomma

I t is a well-known fact that Indian students studying
abroad have existed for a long time. For decades,

Indian graduates and students have looked to industrial-
ized and emerging nations as destinations for higher ed-
ucation.India is one of the top five countries from which
students are recruited to study abroad.Since its inde-
pendence, India has experienced a constant "brain-
drain." This brain drain was restricted to the talented
and affluent class in the early decades following 1947
until the 1970s.Then, from the 1980s to the late 1990s,
there was an upsurge in the number of Indians moving
abroad, mostly because the Indian economy was in terri-
ble shape at the time.There is a third phase that began in
the 2000s and 2010s decade, during which the number of
people going abroad increased due to the onsite opportu-
nities being supplied by the IT businesses and the rise of
obtaining an MS/MBA due to the accessible loans from
banks.Thus, it is clear that this brain drain has been ac-
celerating over time. Although enrollment dropped
sharply during the pandemic and lockdowns last year,
many students are once again preparing to travel
abroad. Numerous causes have been found to be behind
the sharp increase in Indian students choosing to study
abroad. One of these elements is the availability of
world's best graduate programmes at renowned institu-
tions abroad.Furthermore, there aren't enough facilities
for Indian students to pursue higher education in India.
Indian families' financial standing is growing, enabling
them to pay for their children's international educa-
tion.Further, to attract students, a number of foreign in-
stitutions and their local partners hold education fairs at
expensive five-star hotels and online in tiny towns.
According to reports, there was a significant increase in
the number of Indians using student visas to travel over-
seas last year. The Immigration Statistics Report states
that 127,731 visas were issued to Indian students in
September 2022, up 93,470 (+273%) from 34,261 in 2019.Up
until November 30, 6,48,678 students traveled overseas on
student visas, a five-year high.By 2024, it's estimated that
there will be 1.8 million Indian students studying over-
seas.Most of them are drawn to elite universities and em-
ployment opportunities abroad.It is noteworthy that ap-
proximately 21% of the more than one million foreign
students studying in the United States, according to the
Open Doors report published by the Institute of
International Education (IIE), are from India.Therefore,
it's crucial to keep in mind that the large number of our
young brains departing the country would surely hinder
its economic success.

Indian students rush 
to study overseas
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Sand mining

Ludhiana: Punjab
Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann on
Sunday dedicated 16
public mining sites to
people of the state and
said that sand will be
available at a rate of
Rs 5.50 per cubic feet.
Interacting with the
media here after dedi-
cating 16 public sand
mining sites spread
over seven districts,
Mann said now, sand
will be sold at just Rs
5.50 per cubic feet in
each of these public
mining sites, giving a
major reprieve to the
people. Only manual
excavation of sand
will be permitted in
these public mining
sites and no mechani-
cal excavation of sand
will be allowed, he
said. No mining con-
tractor will be allowed
to operate in these
public mining sites,
said Mann.

Vehicle projects 
New Delhi: Renault
Group and Nissan
plan to collaborate on
several new vehicle
projects, including
sports utility vehicles,
in India as part of new
initiatives announced
by the Renault-
Nissan-Mitsubishi
Alliance on Monday.
The alliance an-
nounced a three-di-
mensional pro-
gramme including
creation of opera-
tional projects in
Latin America, India
and Europe. As part of
the new framework,
the partners also seek
enhanced strategic
agility with new ini-
tiatives that all three
entities can join.
Besides, the board en-
visions a rebalanced
Renault Group-Nissan
cross-shareholding
and reinforced al-
liance governance.
“For India and export,
Renault Group and
Nissan would collabo-
rate on several new ve-
hicle projects includ-
ing new SUVs shared
by both Renault
Group and Nissan,
and a new Nissan car
derived from the
Renault Triber,” the
Renault-Nissan-
Mitsubishi Alliance
said in a statement.

Shiva Project 

Hamirpur: The Shiva
horticulture project
will prove to be a game
changer for people in
the lower areas of
Himachal Pradesh,
Horticulture and
Tribal Development
Minister Jagat Singh
Negi said. The minis-
ter said the Himachal
Pradesh Sub-Tropical
Horticulture,
Irrigation and Value
Addition project (HP
SHIVA) has been start-
ed to strengthen the
farmers and horticul-
turists. This project is
not only opening new
doors of horticulture
for the low-lying areas
of the state but can
also prove to be an im-
portant source of self-
employment for the ed-
ucated unemployed
youth, he added.

JEWLLERY LAUNCH

Actress Kamakshi Bhaskarla, Spandana Palli, Srilekha, Anushree, and other models at the Grand Pre-Launch
Event of Jewellery, in Hyderabad, Monday, Feb. 6.

Bengaluru, Feb 06:

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Monday laid out his vision
of making India the
world’s third-largest econ-
omy with a focus on re-
newable energy, biofuels
and hydrogen as he pivots
a roadmap to cut reliance
on imported oil and gas.
Modi met top oil and gas
industry leaders for the
annual brainstorming to
discuss ideas and initia-
tives to put India on a sus-
tainable growth path,
sources aware of the mat-
ter said. The meeting on
the sidelines of the India
Energy Week here saw the
Prime Minister outline his
vision to make India the
world’s third-largest econ-
omy from the current fifth-
largest. For this, the fuel
needed should come from
renewables, biofuels and
hydrogen. Sources said at
the meeting Modi spoke of
using 100 per cent renew-
able energy and increas-
ing blends of ethanol and
biofuels in traditional
fuels. Also, he talked about
making India the world’s
largest hydrogen-produc-
ing nation. Hydrogen is

the cleanest known fuel
which on burning emits
only water and oxygen.
Sources said heads of in-
ternational oil companies
such as BP plc of UK,
ExxonMobil and
TotalEnergies participat-
ed. Rosneft head Igor
Sechin too attended the
meeting.

Heads of Indian public
sector companies, as well
as international Energy
Agency (IEA) executive di-
rector Fatih Birol, too at-
tended the meeting.
Mining billionaire Anil
Agarwal as well as Tullow
Oil CEO Rahul Dhir were
also present. Sources said
industry leaders spoke of
imperatives for making
India the world leader.
Some wanted taxes in the
oil and gas sector to be

brought down to global
levels of 40 per cent from
the current 70 per cent,
while others talked about
enabling ease of doing
business through self-cer-
tification.

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Monday urged global in-
vestors to explore invest-
ment opportunities in the
country’s energy sector,
saying India is the most
opportune place at pres-
ent. Modi in his inaugural
address at the India
Energy Week 2023 said the
Budget (for 2023-34) has
provided Rs 10 lakh crore
for capital expenditure,
which will give a boost to
green hydrogen, solar
power and road sectors.

“I ask you to explore all
opportunities connected
with India’s energy sector.
India is the most oppor-
tune place for investment
today,” he said at the India
Energy Week, which is
being attended by several
ministers, corporate lead-
ers and experts from dif-
ferent nations.

The Prime Minister
also recalled several initia-
tives taken by the govern-
ment to promote green en-

Renewables, hydrogen to make India
world’s 3rd largest eco, says PM

New Delhi, Jan 06: 

India’s production-
linked incentive (PLI)
scheme, which aims to
make domestic manufac-
turing globally competi-
tive, has attracted invest-
ment worth over Rs 45,000
crore and has also created
three lakh jobs, NITI
Aayog CEO
Parameswaran Iyer said
on Monday. The govern-
ment has rolled out the
scheme with an outlay of
about Rs 2 lakh crore for
as many as 14 sectors, in-
cluding automobiles and
auto components, white
goods, pharma, textiles,
food products, high effi-
ciency solar PV modules,
advanced chemistry cell
and speciality steel.

“The PLI programme
has already started show-
ing results. About Rs 800
core have already been
paid by way of incentives.
“We are expecting (incen-
tives) to go close to Rs
3,000 crore to Rs 4,000 core
before March,” Iyer told
PTI. The scheme aims to
make domestic manufac-
turing globally competi-
tive and create global
champions in manufac-

turing, and it is yielding
solid results. “The
scheme is working.
Already about Rs 45,000
crore-plus investment has
come in, three lakh jobs
have been created and
production worth Rs 2
lakh crore is already
there,” he added.

The scheme, launched
in 2020, offers a cash in-
centive for three to five
years on the incremental
sale of goods manufac-
tured in India over deter-
mined base-year sales.
Additionally, the identi-
fied beneficiaries are re-
quired to commit to a cer-
tain minimum invest-
ment in India. Replying to
a question on the Centre’s

National Monetisation
Pipeline (NMP) pro-
gramme, he said asset
monetisation plan is
doing ‘very well now’ and
it will be taken down to
the states, “(In budget
documents) All signals
are that the asset moneti-
sation programme, which
is actually bringing in
private capital, is contin-
uing and now it will be
taken down to the states,”
Iyer said.

In 2021-22, the govern-
ment surpassed the pro-
gramme’s first-year tar-
get of Rs 88,000 crore by
completing transactions
worth Rs 1 lakh crore,
while current fiscal year’s
asset monetisation target
is Rs 1,62,422 crore. “This
year, the programme is
doing very well.

Now one of NITI
Aayog’s roles is to start
getting the state govern-
ments as part of their
strategic planning to look
at monetising their own
assets and bringing pri-
vate capital,” he revealed.
Till November 21, 2022,
the government had mon-
etised assets worth Rs
33,422 crore under the
NMP.

PLI scheme attracted Rs 45,000 cr
investment: NITI Aayog CEO

Adani Group to
pre-pay USD 1,114
million for release
of pledged shares

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  FFeebb  0066:: Adani Group on
Monday announced that promoters
will pre-pay USD 1,114 million for
the release of pledged shares of its
firms ahead of the maturity in
September 2024 while saying the
step is being done “in light of the
recent market volatility”. These
shares belong to Adani Ports &
Special Economic Zones, Adani
Green Energy and Adani
Transmission, a statement said.
“This is in continuation of promot-
ers’ assurance to pre-pay all share-
backed financing,” it said. The
statement assumes significance in
view of the allegations of fraud and
stock manipulation by a short-sell-
er against the Adani Group, which
led to a steep fall in the share
prices of group firms. Earlier in the
day proceedings of both Houses of
the Parliament were adjourned for
the third day following uproar by
opposition over Adani issue. The
opposition members are demand-
ing a probe by joint parliamentary
committee or Supreme Court mon-
itored inquiry into the matter. “In
light of the recent market volatility
and in continuation of promoters
commitment to reduce the overall
promoter leverage backed by Adani
listed companies shares, we are
pleased to inform that promoters
have posted the amounts to pre-
pay USD 1,114 million ahead of its
maturity of September 2024”, the
statement said. On pre-payment,
168.27 million shares of Adani Ports
& Special Economic Zones repre-
senting 12 per cent of the promot-
er’s holding will be released. 

New Delhi, Feb 06:

Capital markets regula-
tor Sebi has listed the basic
dos and don’ts relating to
green debt securities to ad-
dress ‘greenwashing’ relat-
ed risks. The generally ac-
cepted definition of ‘green-
washing’ is, ‘making false,
misleading, unsubstantiat-
ed, or otherwise incom-
plete claims about sustain-
ability of a product, serv-
ice, or business operation’.
To address the concerns of
market participants re-
garding greenwashing,
Sebi said that an issuer of
green debt securities will
have to ensure that it will
not use misleading labels,
hide trade-offs or cherry
pick data from research to
highlight green practices
and will maintain highest

standards associated with
issue of green debt securi-
ty while adhering to the
rating assigned to it. While
raising funds for transi-
tion towards a greener
pathway, the issuer of
green bonds will continu-
ously monitor to check
whether the path under-
taken towards more sus-
tainable form of opera-
tions is resulting in reduc-
tion of the adverse envi-
ronmental impact and con-
tributing towards sustain-
able economy, as envisaged
in the offer document to
avoid greenwashing risks,
the regulator said in a cir-
cular. The issuer will not
utilize funds raised
through green bonds for
purposes that would not
fall under the definition of
‘green debt security’ under

the rules. In case any such
instances come to light re-
garding the already issued
green debt securities, the
issuer will disclose the
same to the investors and,
if required, by majority of
debenture holders, under-
take early redemption of
such debt securities.

The green bond issuer
will quantify the negative
externalities associated
with utilization of the
funds raised through
green debt security and
will not make untrue
claims giving false impres-
sion of certification by a
third-party entity.

The new framework will
come into force with im-
mediate effect, the
Securities and Exchange
Board of India (Sebi) said
in a circular on Friday.

Sebi lists dos and don’ts relating to green debt
securities to avoid occurrences of ‘greenwashing’

New Delhi, Feb 06: 

Kotak Mahindra Bank
CEO Uday Kotak  said he
does not see any systemic
risk to the financial system
but it’s time to strengthen
Indian underwriting and
capacity building, amid
meltdown in Adani Group
shares over corporate gov-
ernance allegations.

Kotak said large Indian
corporates rely more on
global sources for debt and
equity finance, which cre-
ates challenges and vulner-
abilities. “I do not see sys-
temic risk to the Indian fi-
nancial system from re-
cent events. However, large
Indian corporates rely
more on global sources for
debt and equity finance.

This creates challenges
and vulnerabilities. Time
to further strengthen
Indian underwriting and
capacity building,” Kotak
tweeted. Amid concerns
over banks’ exposure to
the crisis-ridden Adani
Group, the Reserve Bank
on February 3 issued a

statement saying that
India’s banking sector is
resilient and stable, and
the central bank main-
tains constant vigil on the
lenders. US-based short-
seller Hindenburg
Research made a litany of
allegations in a January 24
report, including fraudu-
lent transactions and
share price manipulation
at the Gautam Adani-led
group. Adani Group has
dismissed the charges as
lies, saying it complies
with all laws and disclo-
sure requirements. The
Hindenburg report was re-
leased on the day when
Adani Enterprises’ Rs
20,000-crore follow on pub-
lic offer (FPO) opened for
anchor investors.

No systemic risk to financial system
from recent events: Uday Kotak

Mumbai, Feb 06:
Amazon.in brings in the
exciting opportunity to ex-
press your love with its
Valentine’s Day Store.
Customers can enjoy excit-
ing offers and deals on an
extravagant selection of
specially curated products
across categories ranging
from chocolates, fresh
flowers, gift sets, electron-
ics, home décor, kitchen
appliances, fashion and
beauty essentials, large ap-
pliances, accessories,
smartphones, Amazon
Devices and much more
on A.in till Feb 14.

Celebrate the love with
your special ones and ful-
fill all their shopping
needs at the Amazon
Valentine’s Day Store, a

one-stop destination for all
their gifting requirements.
Customers can shop from
brands including Cadbury,
Van Heusen, Giva, Zeya by
Kundan, The Whole
Truth, Bombay Shaving
Company, Olay, Herbal
Essence, Open Secrets,
Janasya, Puma, Go Colors,
Clovia, Global Desi,
Hersheys, Ferrero Rocher,
amongst others.

Customers can also use
their voice to access the
“Valentines’ Day Store”
using Alexa on the
Amazon shopping app
(Android only). Users can
tap the mic icon on the app
and say – “Alexa, go to
Valentines’ Day Store” and
land directly on the store.

Additionally, Amazon.in

will host live streaming
event for Valentine’s day
this month where cus-
tomers can watch content
around how to dress your
best, express your feelings
to make your loved one
feel special, get your home
V-day ready and more.
These live streams will fea-
ture some of the famous
content creators including
Simran Balar, Chinki
Minki, Surabhi Rathore,
Karron Dhingra, and Fiza
Khan, sharing their tips
and tricks to avoid any
last-minute jitters. One
can watch these creators,
chat with them and shop
live their recommenda-
tions on dressing and gift-
ing here:
www.amazon.in/live .

Amazon launches exiciting
offer for Valentine Day

Mumbai, Feb 06:  

Benchmark indices
Sensex and Nifty declined
by more than half a per
cent at close on Monday
due to selling in IT, power
and metal shares triggered
by a global equity melt-
down on rate hike fears
and FII outflows. Snapping
its five-day gaining streak,
the 30-share BSE Sensex
settled lower by 334.98
points or 0.55 per cent at
60,506.90. During the ses-
sion, the index fell over 500
points to touch its intra-
day low of 60,345.61. The
broader NSE Nifty dipped
89.45 points or 0.50 per cent
to close at 17,764.60 as 34 of
its stocks dropped. “A
strong job market in the

United States pushed the
global market lower on
rate hike fears, as it offers
the Fed more leeway in en-
acting stricter policy
measures. This was in con-
trast to the recent rally in
the global indices on the

expectation that the econo-
my is in its last phase of
policy tightening. “The
RBI’s policy announce-
ment on Wednesday will
provide more colour on its
future rate actions, which
is expected to hike rate by

25bps,” Vinod Nair, Head
of Research at Geojit
Financial Services, said.
Tata Steel was the biggest
loser in the Sensex pack,
falling 2.08 per cent, fol-
lowed by Kotak Bank,
Infosys, ICICI Bank,
M&M, Ultra Cement and
Tata Motors. On the other
hand, IndusInd Bank,
Bajaj Finance, PowerGrid
and ITC were among the
major winners. State Bank
of India closed marginally
up 0.17 per cent after
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said that
banks and insurance com-
panies are “not overex-
posed” to any one compa-
ny and assured that Indian
markets are very well
managed by its regulators.

Sensex declines 334 pts as metal, power
shares retreat amid FII outflows, global selloff

Mumbai, Feb 06: 

The rupee fell by 65
paise to close at 82.73 (pro-
visional) against the US
currency on Monday,
weighed down by gains in
the greenback in the overt-
seas markets and a muted
trend in domestic equities.
Sustained foreign fund
outflows and firm crude
oil prices further dented
investor sentiments, forex
traders said.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the
rupee opened at 82.35
against the greenback,
and fell to an intra-day low
of 82.76. It finally settled at
82.73 (provisional), down
65 paise over its previous
close. In the previous ses-
sion on Friday, the rupee
settled at 82.08 against the
US dollar. The dollar

index, which gauges the
greenback’s strength
against a basket of six cur-
rencies, was trading 0.24
per cent higher at 103.16,
on robust economic data
from the US, which raised
expectations of a hawkish
Federal Reserve. Global oil

benchmark Brent crude
futures advanced 0.45 per
cent to USD 80.30 per bar-
rel.

The Indian rupee depre-
ciated on a rally in the US
Dollar and weak domestic
markets, said Anuj
Choudhary - Research

Analyst at Sharekhan by
BNP Paribas. “Dollar
gained on robust econom-
ic data from the US raising
expectations of hawkish
Federal Reserve. “Non-
farm payrolls added
517,000 jobs in January
topping estimates of
193,000 jobs while ISM
services PMI unexpected-
ly surged to 55.2 in
January sharply above es-
timates of 50.5.
Unemployment rate de-
clined to 3.4 per cent in
January compared to fore-
cast of 3.6 per cent. “We
expect the rupee to trade
with a negative bias as the
rebound in Dollar may fur-
ther weaken the domestic
currency. Weak domestic
equities and FII outflows
may also put downside
pressure on Rupee,”
Choudhary said.

Rupee falls 65 paise to close at 82.73 against US dollar



ACROSS
1. Hot chocolate
6. Mushroom part
10. Church group
14. Leading
15. Bee’s home
16. Confederate
17. Wash cycle
18. Foot part
19. Falling sound
20. Love excessively
21. Exhibition riding

23. Road bends
27. Yearning
28. Raggedy ____
30. Trucker’s vehicle
32. Beach acquisition
37. Without meaning
40. Light tan
41. Three musicians
42. Lettuce dish
44. “Wish You ____ Here”
45. Escape
47. Felt sorry about

49. Narrate
51. Eye drop
52. “You there!”
53. Taxi
55. Theater platform
57. Danish shore sight (2 wds.)
62. Gumbo ingredient
65. Rams’ mates
66. Is mistaken
68. Roman gown
69. Gather crops
70. Soup vegetable
71. Add to the family
72. Gambling term
73. Linger
74. Calendar numbers

DOWN
1. Birthday greeting
2. Cleveland’s state
3. 100th anniversary
4. Fertile spots
5. Summer refresher
6. Quiet!
7. Knotted
8. Each
9. Brawls
10. Undermines
11. Jazz great ____ Fitzgerald
12. Drain problem
13. Category
22. Deliberate slight
24. Compass dir.
25. Snaky swimmers
26. Greasy streak
28. Purple flower
29. Boldness

31. Small landmass
33. Salamander
34. Get married (3 wds.)
35. Consent
36. In want
38. Root beer, e.g.
39. Wise people
43. Mild expletive
46. Engrave with acid
48. Period of note
50. Painters’ stands
54. Flat cap
56. Cheese type
57. Infamous emperor
58. Had creditors
59. ____ between the lines
60. Chef’s measures (abbr.)
61. Zone
63. Ready to pick
64. Pretends
67. Shade of blue
68. Small amount

CENTRAL CHRONICLE, RAIPUR,  TUESDAY, FEBRUARY  07,  2023

C R O S S WO R D 554

SOLUTION 553

&& TV's immensely popu-
lar Angoori Bhabi, aka

Shubhangi Atre from the cult
comedy show Bhabiji Ghar
Par Hai, has been the audi-
ence’s favourite for her
impeccable comic timing and
innocent persona. She often
misspells English words and,
when corrected, instantly
quips her famous catch-
phrase ‘Sahi Pakade Hain’,
which has become a rage.
And now it seems her hilari-
ous misspelt English words
and the catchphrase has
caught the attention of one
of Bollywood’s most talented
actresses, Vidya Balan. The
actor recently took to her
social media to post a reel of
Angoori Bhabi that caught
many eyeballs. In the video,
Vidya is seen enacting one of
Angoori Bhabi’s dialogues
from the show ‘Bhabhiji Ghar
Par Hain' and captioned it,
Angrezi Ek Sensuous Bhasha
Hai’. Reacting to this viral
video, an excited Shubhangi
Atre, Angoori Bhabi, said,
“Vidya Balan is not only a

very talented and versatile
actress but also a trendset-
ter. I have always idolized
her. She is so graceful and
artistic, and most of her roles
have inspired me a lot and

have been one of my
favourites. The moment I saw
the Angoori reel, I was so
thrilled! Honestly, I felt moti-
vated and excited to see an
actor of her stature enact a

funny dialogue of Angoori. It
induced a sense of achieve-
ment and filled me with
immense joy to see the popu-
larity of Angoori’s character.
It truly made my day! I

immediately shared the video
with my friends and family.
Quite a few people on sets
came running to me to tell
me about it. My dialogue,
‘Bharbhuti Ji Aap Mujhe
Sensuous Kar Rahe Hai’, has
been quite popular, but Vidya
Balan’s reel made it go viral,
and I cannot thank her
enough. It will be an honour
and delight to shoot a special
and exclusive reel on
Angoori’s quirky dialogues
with her someday. I love the
kind of reels and content
Vidya Balan posts on social
media. My fans will be
thrilled to see us together
(laughs). I am grateful for all
the love and appreciation I
am getting for the role of
Angoori Bhabi from my fans,
friends and family. I promise
to keep my audience enter-
tained with funnier tracks
and dialogues in the days to
come. So, keep watching
your favourite Angoori Bhabi
in Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai at
10:30 pm, every Monday to
Friday only on &TV!”

Shubhangi Atre reacts to Vidya
Balan’s viral video of ‘Angoori Bhabi’

II n a recent #AskSRK ses-
sion on Twitter,

Bollywood's Badshah Shah
Rukh Khan revealed meet-
ing his upcoming film
Jawaan's director Atlee and
wife Priya's son.  

Just this week, one of
India's most regarded and
loved filmmakers, Atlee
announced the birth of his
son, alongwith his wife
Priya, garnering love and
warm wishes from across
quarters. Adding to the list
of well-wishers, Superstar
Shah Rukh Khan also
opened up about meeting
the infant.

Creating a rage not just in
theaters, Shah Rukh Khan
has also been winning
hearts with his famous
#AskSRK sessions, with his
sweet, witty and fun
responses to the fan ques-
tions.

During his latest AskSRK
session, a fan asked the
Superstar, "@iamsrk Met
with @Atlee_dir &
@priyaatlee new baby?", To
which SRK replied, "Yes he
is too sweet and Masha
Allah healthy".

After the humungous
success of Pathan, all eyes
are on Shah Rukh Khan's
next Jawaan, directed by
Atlee, also co-starring
Malayalam superstar
Nayanthara. With just a
glimpse into the film,
Jawaan has got everyone
excited creating immense
anticipation for the much-
awaited release.

SRK reveals
meeting
'Jawaan' 

Atlee's son

R achna Mistry is a
versatile actress and

has played vivid roles in
many serials. Currently
she is portraying the
character ‘Vidhi,’ which
is massively loved by the
audience. The show has
set its bar high due to its
amazing plot and wonder-
ful portrayal of Dev and
Vidhi's relationship, por-
trayed by Iqbal Khan and
Rachana Mistry, respec-
tively. The actors have fi-
nally demonstrated to the
audience through their
characters that love has
no bounds as they pre-
pare for their marriage
and defy social norms in
the show's upcoming se-
quence. Rachna Mistry,
who is currently shooting
for the wedding sequence
in the serial, speaks about
her mother’s reaction to
seeing her as a bride in
the serial.

She overwhelmingly
says, "My mother was
thrilled and moved to
tears when she saw me in
the bridal dress while
watching the trailer .We
rarely get time to share
the mother-daughter

bond, as I mostly stay
busy with shooting.
When we spoke to each
other about the same, she
said she was emotional
when she saw me in the
bridal dress, and she also
complimented me, saying
that I really looked pretty
and lovely. Despite the

fact that this is a staged
wedding, she was moved
to tears because she knew
the day would come when
I would have my own fam-
ily. Usually when I am at
home I organize my own
closet, and once I am mar-
ried I will be doing the
same at another place,
and this thought made
both of us emotional
while thinking about the
real marriage, where my
mom is already con-
cerned about Bidaai in fu-
ture".

Audiences will witness
‘Anokhi Shaadi of the
Year’ and discover how
Vidhi and Dev's lives un-
fold further after their
marriage. The popular
television show 'Na Umra
Ki Seema Ho' has set its
bar high as it tells a gen-
uine story of how age is
no barrier to love, de-
bunking a common socie-
tal misconception.

Stay tuned to watch
‘Na Umra Ki Seema Ho’
every Monday to
Saturday at 8:00 p.m.
on Star Bharat.

‘My mom had tears in her eyes
when she saw in me the bridal wear’

DD ebutant actor Zeyn Shaw,
who is impressing the

audience across quarters with
his impactful and promising
performance in his first ever
project 'Class', receives a
thumbs up from none other
than Superstar Salman Khan.
Creating a huge chatter across
internet currently, Netflix's lat-
est show 'Class' has been
receiving a tremendous
response from the audience all
over. Notably, Veer Ahuja's
character played by Zeyn Shaw
has been talked about for the
phenomenal character arc and
the young actor's compelling
performance. Portraying one of
the most pivotal and impactful
characters of the show, Zeyn
Shaw is receiving praises for
his effortless performance as
the rich, spoilt brat from Delhi,
who is exposed to emotions
and circumstances revolving
around power struggles, class,
caste and dark secrets of the
elite, rich dynasties of Delhi.

Making his debut with Netflix's
show, Zeyn Shaw has also
received a thumbs up from
Salman Khan himself, as the
Superstar gave a shoutout to
the young actor for his first on
screen appearance saying,
"Best Wishes". Zeyn also
penned a heartfelt note on his
social media with BTS images
capturing the journey of his
character on the show saying,
"It's been 2 and a half years but
now you guys are officially a
part of our CLA$$! Thank you
guys for the love ?? super
proud of every single person
associated with this project.
Those of you who haven't got
the chance to watch, go binge
it now!! And for the ones who
have, here's a little BTS. Don't
worry, it's spoiler free ??"
Making mark amidst the
ensemble cast of the show,
Zeyn Shaw has showcased
sparks of his talent, creating
interest for his upcoming proj-
ects.

Salman gives a shoutout to debutant actor Zeyn Shaw

S ony Entertainment
Television and

SonyLIV’s "MasterChef
India" has narrowed the
hunt for the best home
cook to its Top 11 contest-
ants. And this week,
Chefs Vikas Khanna,
Garima Arora, and
Ranveer Brar will judge
their culinary expertise
based on the "Time-
Bomb" challenge.

On the back of a quiz
round about food, the top
11 home cooks will get to
divide 11 ingredients
amongst themselves –
after which they must
hero that one ingredient
in their dish for the day.
When it will come to
Lucknow's Sachin
Khatwani's dish, he will
be presenting a dish with
"Raspberry" as his core

ingredient. Chef Vikas
Khanna would be adding
the spice of "humour"
and commenting on
Sachin's dish saying, "Ek
mandal mein 10 shaadi ho
rahi hai and kisi ko nai
pata kiski biwi kon hai
(Ten weddings are taking
place in the same room,
but no one knows who is
marrying whom)".

Chef Vikas Khanna
also spoke about the dish
afterwards saying, “I
truly believe in this life
mantra that applies to
food is well – Less is
More! Throwing too
many flavours and ingre-
dients together takes
away from the core of
the dish which can be
made so enjoyable if you
just focus on bringing
out the best in the ingre-

dient you’re meant to
hero. Who would have
thought Sachin could
make such a basic mis-
take but the best of us
sometimes have bad
days. We hope that
Sachin learns from his
mistakes, and I’m sure
he will because he is a
sharp kid.”

Talking about his ex-
perience Sachin
Khatwani shares, "To be-
come a Chef, one should
have all their senses
working in tandem with
each other and that is
what I will strive to do.
This dish of mine was a
misfire, there were pos-
sibilities that I missed
and I created a mishap
on the plate. I agree with
Chef Vikas, there were a
lot of things happening

on the plate without
rhyme or reason and
when we serve a plate to
the customer, they
should not look at the
plate and be bewildered
about the taste of the
food. Food should never
confuse, it's the one hon-
est thing that we nourish
our hearts and minds
with. Nevertheless,
every day I learn and
apply these teachings to
my skills as a home cook
in order to realise my
fullest potential as a
Chef."

Tune in to
‘MasterChef India’,
every Monday-Friday
at 9 pm only on Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television and
SonyLIV.

‘I truly believe in this life mantra that
applies to food is well – Less is More!’
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Nagpur, Feb 06 (PTI):

Ravichandran Ashwin’s
form will decide the fate of
the Border-Gavaskar
Trophy, feels former India
head coach Ravi Shastri,
who wouldn’t want the
team’s premier spinner to
“over-plan” against
Australia in the upcoming
four-match Test series.

Shastri, under whose
tutelage India won back-
to-back Test series in
Australia, also has no hesi-
tation in naming Kuldeep
Yadav as his choice as the
third spinner while keep-
ing Suryakumar Yadav as
a potent middle-order
game-changer. “Ashwin,
you don’t want him to
over-plan. He is good
enough to stick to his

plans as he is real crucial
player here. His form
might decide the series.
Ashwin comes as a pack-
age, he will get you impor-
tant runs as well,” Shastri
said, while answering a
query from PTI during an
interaction organised by
Star Sports, the official
broadcasters of the
Border Gavaskar Trophy.

“If Ashwin is on fire,
that might decide the out-
come of the series. He is
world class in most condi-
tions but in Indian condi-
tions, he is lethal. If the
ball starts spinning and
there is enough bite off
the surface, he will trouble
most batters. “So, you
don’t want Ashwin to over-
think and try too many
things. Just keep it there

and let the pitch do the
rest because as it is, it does
enough in India,” Shastri,
one of the shrewdest
brains in Indian cricket,
said. To another query
from PTI on his choice as
the third spinner, Shastri
replied:

“As far as third spinner
is concerned, I would like
to see Kuldeep play
straightaway. Jadeja and
Axar are pretty similar
bowlers. Kuldeep is differ-
ent. If you lose the toss on
Day 1, you need someone
who will give it a rip.

“If anyone spins it one
Day 1, it will be Kuldeep. If
the track doesn’t have too
much on offer, then
Kuldeep can come into
play.” He also gave another
important reason to in-

clude Kuldeep in the play-
ing XI. “As the game pro-
gresses with the fast
bowlers the Australians
have, the rough created on
both sides of the track will
come into play. So wrist
spinners can get the ball to
turn back in and out both
ways.”

Shastri is unapologetic
when asked about the kind
of track he would want.

“I want the ball to turn
from Day 1. Lose the toss,
so be it. Something there
on offer from Day 1, play-
ing at home, cash in on it.”

Shastri reckoned that
India should keep their 12
ready with Shubman Gill
in the scheme of things
and then decide looking at
the conditions of the
track. He doesn’t want

Suryakumar Yadav to be
ruled out from the playing
XI as a quick 40 on a rank
turner from him could be
a potential game-changer.

“Tough choice. You have
to pick the best player for
that position (No. 5). Surya
is one player who will be
proactive and looking to
rotate the strike.

“If you want to do well
in India, you have got to ro-
tate the strike and not let
bowlers bowl maidens at
you. Blocking won’t help.
A quick 30 or 40 could de-
cide the fate of game. He
(Surya) can get (the runs)
quickly and disrupt the op-
position. India should
back themselves to win by
two-match margin,”
Shastri, a veteran of 80
Tests said.

Nagpur, Feb 06 (PTI):
Former captain Ian
Chappell feels Rishabh
Pant’s presence would
have given sleepless
nights to Australia cap-
tain Pat Cummins but
even then India would
start firm favourites in
the upcoming four-match
Test series beginning
here on Thursday.

Pant met with a horrif-
ic car accident in
December last year and is
yet to be discharged from
the hospital after under-
going multiple surgeries
on his knee and heel.

“India are really going
to really miss Rishabh

Pant. The Australians
will be happy. He is a
counter attacker, the guy
who keep you awake are
guys who score quickly
and changes game in one
session. Pant was one
such player,” Chappell
said during an interac-
tion organised by Star
Sports, the official broad-
casters of the Test series
for the Border Gavaskar
Trophy. Chappell, one of
the most respected voices
in world cricket, feels that
Ravichandran Ashwin
will certainly be the
biggest threat but the
Australia batters need to
be proactive against him.

“Why is Ashwin likely
to be the threat? Because
he is a smart cricketer.
Ashwin will always be a
problem. Now, if you let
him bowl the way he
wants to bowl, you are in
trouble. He will be a
threat to Australia
throughout. They have
got to be proactive,”
Chappell said. “You got to
be thinking about being
proactive. If you are not
dictating terms, then you
are in trouble. You have
to get singles and rotate
the strike. He (Ashwin)
then has to change (his
strategy against) whom
he is bowling to then.”

Ashwin should not over-plan: Shastri
Bengaluru: Having enjoyed
fair degree of success in past
couple of years, Australia
opener Usman Khawaja
termed facing the
Ravichandran Ashwin-led
Indian spin attack as the
“hardest challenge” of the
four match series beginning
in Nagpur on February 9.

The Pakistan-born batter,
who arrived in India after his
teammates due to a visa
delay, will open the batting
alongside David Warner.
Khawaja has played limited
overs cricket in India but will
finally get his opportunity in
the longest format after
being part of the Test squad
in 2013 and 2017. Recently
named Australia’s ‘Test

Cricketer of the Year’, the
southpaw is expected to play
a big role in his team’s quest
to win its first series in India
since 2004-05. “There’s defi-
nitely a different feel. There
are no guarantees in this
game, but at least there’s a
bit more maturity particular-
ly in the batting, and more
maturity in the bowling.

“We’ve learnt a lot over
the last 10 years, particularly
the types of wickets we can
get and how we think we can
perform and go out and win
Test matches out here. It
feels like we are in a better
spot than before, but it’s
always going to be tough,” he
told the Sydney Morning
Herald.

Ashwin is a gun: Khawaja

India really going to miss
Rishabh Pant: Ian Chappell

Indian cricketers Rohit Sharma and Ishan Kishan during a practice session ahead of
the first test cricket match against Australia, at VCA Stadium in Nagpur, Monday.

Imphal, Feb 06 (PTI):

The tiny but football
powerhouse state of
Manipur will host its first
official international
matches next month in a
tri-nation friendly tourna-
ment involving Myanmar
and Kyrgyzstan, besides
the Indian team, at the
Khuman Lampak Stadium
here.

The matches will be
played on March 22, 24 and
26, which fall during the
FIFA international win-
dow.

Manipur chief minister
N Biren Singh announced
that the state capital will
host the international
tournament at a press con-
ference here in the pres-
ence of All India Football
Federation President
Kalyan Chaubey and
Secretary General Shaji
Prabhakaran.

“It is a great initiative
by the AIFF leadership
that we are getting to host

international friendly
matches in Manipur for
the first time in history,”
Biren said.

“From our end, I can as-
sure everyone that the
Government of Manipur
will do everything to pro-
vide the best facilities and
facilitate in the successful
organisation of the tour-
nament.

“Manipur has provided
many international play-
ers for the national team.

It is indeed an honour to
host the tournament and
further encourage our
players and sports enthu-
siasts.”

Biren mentioned the
names of the likes of
Renedy Singh,
Gouramangi Singh,
Udanta Singh, Amarjit
Kiyam, Suresh Wangjam
and Jeakson Singh who
have donned the country’s
jersey in international
matches.

“Manipur has been a
great contributor to
women’s football as well.
Players like Bala Devi,
who is one of the best
strikers of this genera-
tion, captain Ashalata
Devi, Dangmei Grace,
Elangbam Panthoi Chanu
and many more have made
the country proud time

and again well.” He also
requested the AIFF’s assis-
tance in establishing a top-
class academy in the state.

The 35,000 capacity
Khuman Lampak Stadium
where the matches will be
held has been hosting I-
League games. It hosted
group stage matches of
the prestigious Durand
Cup in August last year.

“We all are aware of
football’s popularity in
Manipur. The state has
produced a huge number
of footballers, both men
and women, but never be-
fore has a national team’s
match been organised in
the state,” Chaubey said.

“Having launched
Vision 2047 recently, our
aim is to take quality foot-
ball to the furthest corners
of the country. Manipur’s
vibrant football culture
makes them deserving
hosts, and so they have
been given charge of host-
ing the Senior National
Team’s matches.”

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  FFeebb  0066  ((PPTTII))::
Shuttlers Manraj Singh and
Rakshitha Sree S will lead a 19-
member Indian contingent at
the upcoming Dutch Junior and
German Junior International
tournaments next month. The
Dutch Junior International will
kick off from March 1 in
Haarlem while the German
Junior event will begin from
March 8 in Berlin.Badminton
Association of India (BAI) had
conducted a four-day selection
trial at Greater Noida from
January 24 to 27 to pick the
shuttlers for the year’s first two
major Junior International
Grand Prix events. India’s No.
33 men’s singles shuttler
Manraj topped the men’s sin-

gles category followed by
Ayush Shetty, Lokesh Reddy K
and Gagan. Rising shuttler
Rakshitha will lead the
women’s singles group along
with Shreya Lele, Jiya Rawat
and Aalisha Naik. Bhavya
Chhabra-Param Choudhary will
shoulder the men’s doubles
responsibility with in-form
Divyam Arora-Mayank Rana
making it to the team as the
second pair. The women’s dou-
bles duo of Vennala K and
Shreyanshi Valishetty, who also
represented India recently at
Badminton Asia Junior
Championships 2022, will be
keen to put up impactful per-
formances along with Vaishnavi
Khadkekar-Sania Sikkandar.

LLoonnddoonn,,  FFeebb  66  ((AAPP) Borna Coric
beat 2020 U.S. Open champion
Dominic Thiem 7-6 (3), 6-2 to
send Croatia into the group
stage of the Davis Cup. Coric
helped the Croatians win their
second Davis Cup title in 2018,
but he was sidelined when they
lost in the 2021 final while miss-
ing a year of action with a right
shoulder injury. He returned to
the tour last March, winning a
Masters 1000 title in August in
Cincinnati, Ohio, and rejoined
the Croatians when they
reached the Davis Cup semifi-
nals last year. His victory over

Thiem, who has also dealt with
injuries in recent years, gave
Croatia a 3-1 victory in Rijeka.
The Austrians had taken the tie
against the No. 1 team in the
Davis Cup rankings to a fourth
match when Alexander Erler
and Lucas Miedler beat Ivan
Dodig and Nikola Mektic 6-3, 7-
6 (11) in the doubles match ear-
lier Sunday. Chile, Finland, the
Netherlands, South Korea and
the Czech Republic also com-
pleted victories Sunday to
secure their places in the next
round, which will be played in
September.

Milan, Feb 06 (AP): 

World Cup winner
Lautaro Martinez contin-
ued his roaring start to the
year as he set Inter Milan
on its way to a 1-0 victory
over AC Milan in the
Derby della Madonnina.

Martinez has been in
fantastic form since help-
ing Argentina win the
World Cup in December
and he netted his seventh
goal in his last eight
matches as Inter consoli-
dated second spot in Serie
A with a second win over
its fierce rival in less than
three weeks.

“As soon as the World
Cup was over I said that
winning it had fired me
up,” Mart nez said. “It’s
the best present that I have
ever received, I learnt a lot
and I’m trying to put all
that on the field.”

It was Martinez’s 12th
league goal of the season,
putting him four behind
leading Serie A goalscorer
Victor Osimhen, who

scored another two on
Sunday to help runaway
leader Napoli win 3-0 at
lowly Spezia.

Inter is 13 points behind
Napoli and three points
above third-place Roma. It
is five points above Lazio,
Atalanta and Milan, which
has slipped to sixth after a
woeful start to the year.

“I complimented my
players because they were
perfect, I don’t remember
a derby won and dominat-
ed in this way,” Inter coach
Simone Inzaghi said.

“We had a really great
derby, winning two der-
bies in the space of 20 days
isn’t something that hap-
pens every year. We’re not

looking either ahead of us
or behind us in the stand-
ings, but just at ourselves.”

Milan’s winless run ex-
tended to seven matches.
That streak included elim-
ination from the Italian
Cup and a 3-0 loss to Inter
in the Super Cup.

Before the derby, Milan
had also conceded an un-
precedented nine goals in
its past two Serie A match-
es.

With that perhaps play-
ing in their minds, the
Rossoneri defended deep
from the start and rarely
got out of their own half.
Milan had to wait almost
an hour for its first shot,
and that was off target.

Inter almost took the
lead in the 10th minute but
Mart nez headed just wide
of the right upright.

Martinez did better in
the 34th as he got away
from Simon Kj r at the
near post to get his head to
a corner and it took a de-
flection off the Milan de-
fender on the way in.

Zagreb, Feb 06 (PTI):

Asian Championships
bronze medallist Ashu
clinched the 67kg bronze
medal for India in the
Greco Roman category on
the concluding day of the
Zagreb Open Ranking
Series here on Sunday. The
23-year-old
g rappler
added a
s e c o n d
bronze to
I n d i a ’ s
tally, de-
f e a t i n g
L i t h u a n i a ’ s
Adomas Grigaliunas 5-0.
Under-23 world champion,
freestyle wrestler Aman
Sehrawat, had won the
men’s 57kg bronze on the
inaugural day.

Ashu, who had lost
Iran’s Reza Mahdi Abbasi
9-0 in the qualification
round, came back strongly
in the repechage bouts, de-
feating Hungary’s Adam
Phoilec 8-0 before over-
coming Norway’s Haavard
Joergensen 9-0 to make the

bronze-medal round. The
Indian had three points in
the first period and two in
the second as the judges
declared a win by decision.

Another Indian Greco-
Roman wrestler Sagar lost
his 63kg repechage round
bout to Austria’s Aker
Schmid Al Obaidi after his
quarter-final rival, Iran’s
Aref Hossein Khoun
Mohammadi, entered the
final. In other bouts on
Sunday, Birmingham

Commonwealth Games
silver medallist Samantha
Stewart got the better of
India’s Asian
Championships bronze
medallist Sushma
Shokeen with the
Canadian effecting a fall
in the the women’s 53kg
quarter-final.

Sushma had beaten
France’s Tetiana
Profatilova and China’s
Yuhong Zhong in the earli-
er rounds.

More disappointment
was in store for India as
72kg wrestler Reetika
could not make it to the
semi-finals through the
round-robin format, while
Kiran (76kg) also failed to
advance.

Greco-Roman wrestlers
Manjeet (55kg),
Gyanender (60kg), Ankit
Gulia (72kg) and Narinder
Cheema (97kg) also re-
turned empty-handed
from the event as they
failed to qualify for the
medal rounds of their re-
spective weight cate-
gories.

Ashu clinches bronze 
as other wrestlers disappoint

Marseille loses 3-1 
to Nice, Monaco wins
to keep pressure on

PPaarriiss:: Second-place Marseille
saw its unbeaten run end as it
lost 3-1 at home to Nice to slip
eight points behind French
league leader Paris Saint-
Germain. Marseille’s first
league defeat in 10 games
means it is only ahead of third-
place Lens on goal difference,
with in-form Monaco now two
points back in fourth spot.
Third place secures a place in
the qualifying rounds of the
Champions League next sea-
son. Marseille fans got a first
look at club-record signing
Vitinha, a forward who joined
from Portuguese side Braga for
32 million euros ( 34.5 million).
Terem Moffi made his debut for
eighth-place Nice after joining
from Lorient, where he scored
12 goals this season.

Neither made much of an
impression in a first half where
Nice’s superior pressing game
troubled Marseille and pre-
vented it from getting the ball
regularly to playmaker Dimitri
Payet. Vitinha’s lack of famil-
iarity with his teammates and
the 35-year-old Payet’s tiring
legs played into Nice’s high-
octane game and the visitors
scored twice at the end of the
first half.

Martinez scores again as Inter
beats Milan in Serie A derby

Inter Milan’s Lautaro Martinez celebrates after scoring
his side’s opening goal during the Serie A soccer match
between Inter Milan and AC Milan at the San Siro
Stadium, in Milan.

Croatia advances in Davis
Cup as Coric beats Thiem

Football powerhouse Manipur to host
first international matches in March

 India to play
against Myanmar
and Kyrgyzstan

Manraj and Rakshitha to 
spearhead Indian contingent at Dutch

and German Junior tournament
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HC permits woman to relocate with minor
daughter to US with second husband

New Delhi, Feb 06 (PTI): 

The Delhi High Court
has granted permission to
a woman to take her five-
and a half-year-old daugh-
ter to the United States
where she is relocating
with her second husband,
saying the child is stated to
be extremely attached to
her mother and it will be in
her welfare to continue to
stay with her mother.

While the woman filed
an application seeking
modification of the exist-
ing arrangement of visita-
tion rights given to the
man, the ex-husband
moved a plea seeking cus-
tody of the child on the
ground that her relocation

to the US with her mother
would not be in her welfare
and she should be allowed
to live in her own country.

"Even though, I have no
hesitation in agreeing
with... (man's counsel) that
the child must not be denied
the right to regularly inter-
act with the father, the ques-
tion before this court now is
as to whether this right of
the child as also of the fa-
ther can be protected only
by compelling the child to
stay back in India, when her
mother relocates to USA.
The answer, in my consid-
ered view, is a clear No',"
Justice Rekha Palli said.

"Today, the technology
has advanced so much that
regular interactions be-

tween two individuals liv-
ing in different countries
or even continents can be
easily be maintained
through video calls and
video conferencing," the
judge said.

The high court said in
the last three years, when
the world was grappling
with the Covid pandemic,
interactions through video
calls have become the new
norm which was also evi-
dent from the fact that even
when courts today are func-
tioning fully physically,
lawyers are being permit-
ted to join through video
conferencing. This is only
because of the advance-
ments in technology.

The court agreed with

the man's counsel that the
father, even if he is a non-
custodial parent, plays a
very important role in the
life of the child and no
minor should be insulated
from the parental touch
and influence of any of
his parents as both of
them play an important
role in the development of
the child's personality.

However, it said that the
man, who voluntarily per-
mitted the woman to take
care of the child ever
since the age of two and
was satisfied with two vis-
itations every month with
one of them being an
overnight visitation, can-
not now be permitted to
urge that because the

mother wants to relocate
to the US, she must leave
the child behind in his
custody.

New Delhi, Feb0 6 (PTI): 

More than 30 lakh
Indians went abroad for
higher education during
2017-2022, the Ministry of
Education told Lok Sabha
on Monday. The informa-
tion was shared by Subhas
Sarkar, the Union
Education Minister of
State, in a written re-
sponse to a question by
JD(U) MP Rajiv Ranjan
Singh alias Lalan Singh
and others.

"Ministry of Home
Affairs' Bureau of
Immigration, maintains
departure and arrival data
of Indians. But there is no
index for capturing the
category of Indians going
abroad for higher educa-
tion purpose.

Purpose of Indians
going abroad for higher
education is captured
manually based either on
their verbal disclosure or

the type of visa of the des-
tination country produced
by them at the time of im-
migration clearance," he
said.

Sarkar said 7.50 lakh
Indians disclosed their
purpose of visit as study
or education while going
abroad in 2022. The num-
ber in preceding years was
-- 4.4 lakh (2021), 2.59 lakh
(2020), 5.86 lakh (2019), 5.17
lakh (2018) and 4.54 lakh
(2017). The minister was
also asked if it is a fact
that the money being
spent by Indian

students abroad is more
than the education budget
of the country, and if the
government has any pro-
posal to establish
"International University
of high standard" to save
the said funds.

Responding to this part
of the question, Sarkar
said, "as of now there is no
proposal to set up

International University
in the country".

"However, University
Grants Commission
(UGC) has drafted en-
abling Regulations to facil-
itate establishment of
campuses of Foreign
Higher Educational
Institutions in India.

"The draft University
Grants Commission
(Setting up and Operation
of Campuses of Foreign
Higher Educational
Institutions In India)
Regulations, 2023 was
placed in the

public domain seeking
feedback, suggestions,
comments etc from all
stakeholders by January
18, 2023. However, in view
of the requests received
from stakeholders, the last
date for receiving com-
ments on the draft
Regulations has been ex-
tended till February 20,"
he said.

Lucknow, Feb 06 (PTI): 

Congress workers here
on Monday staged a protest
march amid heavy police
deployment demanding a
detailed inquiry into the
Hindenburg allegations
against the Adani group,
conducted, either by a Joint
Parliamentary Committee
or the Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court. The party
also handed over a memo-
randum of its demands, ad-
dressed to the President of
India, to the Commissioner
of Police.

The Congress has been
continuously raising its
voice in the House demand-
ing a detailed inquiry into
the matter, but the central
government led by the BJP
is not ready for a discus-
sion, the party said in a
statement. Congress work-
ers began its march from
Begum Hazrat Mahal

(Parivartan Chowk) under
the leadership of provin-
cial president and former
minister Nakul Dubey to go
to the State Bank
Headquarters, UP
Congress spokesperson
Krishan Kant Pandey said
in the statement.

As they proceeded with
the march, police force de-
ployed in large numbers

stopped them on their way,
after which the protesters
sat on a dharna near the
Babu KD Singh Stadium.

Pandey called the matter
"the biggest scam of the
century." "It is obvious that
somewhere the govern-
ment is conniving with
Adani, that is why it is
scared of the investigation
of this scam," he said.

HAL was used to target his
govt and instigate people: PM
Tumakuru (KTK), Feb 06 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Monday attacked the
Congress for "using" the
Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited as a pretext to
level allegations against
his government and insti-
gate people.

"Today, HAL's helicopter
factory stands as a testimo-
ny that has exposed the
lies and misinformation
spread about HAL", Modi
said, without naming the
Congress, after inaugurat-
ing the Bengaluru-head-
quartered company's heli-
copter factory -- the coun-
try's largest chopper man-
ufacturing facility -- at
Bidarehalla kaval in Gubbi

taluk of this district. "The
Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited was used as a pre-
text to level allegations
against our government.
Conspiracies were hatched
to instigate people. Today
the HAL is advancing our
motto of 'Atma Nirbhar
Bharat'," he said.

The then Congress pres-
ident Rahul Gandhi had
during 2017-18 said there
was a need to "defend the
dignity of India's defend-
ers" as he accused the
Narendra Modi govern-
ment of "snatching" the
Rafale offset contract from
HAL and "gifting" it to
Anil Ambani's company.

"HAL is India's strategic
asset. The future of India's
aerospace industry has

been destroyed by snatch-
ing #Rafale from HAL &
gifting it to Anil Ambani,"
the Congress leader had
said. Rahul Gandhi and
his Congress party at the
time were attacking the
Modi government over the
Rs 58,000 crore Rafale
fighter jet deal alleging
corruption and
favouritism.

Modi recalled that he
had in 2016 laid the foun-
dation stone of the factory
which was inaugurated
today, with a resolve that
India has to minimise its
defence imports and be-
come self-reliant. "Now,
hundreds of defence
equipment are manufac-
tured in India", he 
pointed out.

New Delhi, Feb 06 (PTI): 

The prime objective of
the Namami Gange pro-
gramme is to make the
water of the Ganga suit-
able for outdoor bathing,
not drinking, the Centre
told Rajya Sabha on
Monday.

Surface water, including
that of the rivers, is re-
quired to undergo "neces-
sary treatment/purifica-
tion" for making it potable
or fit for human consump-
tion, Union Minister of
State for Jal Shakti
Bishweswar Tudu said in
a written reply.

The Centre launched the
Namami Gange pro-
gramme in June 2014 for a
period up to March 31,

2021, to rejuvenate the
Ganga and its tributaries.
The Centre subsequently
extended the programme
up to March 31, 2026.

"The main objective of
the river rejuvenation
programme is to meet the
primary water quality
criteria for outdoor
bathing notified by the
Ministry of
Environment, Forest and
Climate Change and not
drinking water quality,"
the minister said.

In a question, Janata
Dal (United) member
Ram Nath Thakur and
the Samajwadi Party's
Javed Ali Khan had
sought to know from the
Jal Shakti Ministry if the
Ganga water was "still

not potable or bathable"
after spending thousands
of crores since the launch
of the programme to
clean the river.

In his written reply, the
minister said the Central
Pollution Control Board
(CPCB) has been carrying
out water quality assess-
ment of the river at 97 lo-
cations in five main "stem
states" through the re-
spective State Pollution
Control Boards (SPCBs)
under the Namami Gange
programme.

As per CPCB data for
January to October, 2022,
the minister said, the "ob-
served water quality" of
the river indicates that
dissolved oxygen (DO),
which is an indicator of

the river's health has been
found to be "within ac-
ceptable limits of notified
primary bathing water
quality criteria and is sat-
isfactory to support the
ecosystem of the river for
almost the entire stretch
of the river Ganga".

As a result of multi-sec-
toral interventions, as per
comparison of median
data of water quality pa-
rameters viz, DO, bio-
chemical oxygen demand
(BOD) and faecal col-
iforms (FC) of the year
2014 and 2022 (January to
October); DO (median)
has improved at 33 loca-
tions; BOD at 41 locations
and FC at 28 locations, re-
spectively," he said.

The minister said a total

Rs 13,709.72 crore was re-
leased to the National
Mission for Clean Ganga
(NMCG) from the 2014-15
fiscal till 31 December,
2022.

Of this, Rs 13,245.68
crore have been disbursed
by the NMCG to the state
governments, state mis-
sions for clean Ganga and
other agencies for imple-
mentation of the projects
related to the river's reju-
venation, he said.

"Cleaning of river
Ganga is a continuous
process and National
Mission for Clean Ganga
is implementing various
projects for conservation
and rejuvenation of river
Ganga and its tributaries,"
the minister added.

HC directs ASI to file report
on status of functionality of

instruments at Jantar Mantar
New Delhi, Feb 06 (PTI): 

The Delhi High Court
has directed the
Archaeological Survey of
India (ASI) to file a report
regarding the status of the
functionality of instru-
ments at the Jantar Mantar
here.

Justice Manmeet Pritam
Singh Arora was hearing a
contempt petition against
the authorities for alleged
non-compliance of the
court's September 2010
order in which the ASI had
given an undertaking that
the national monument
shall be restored to its origi-
nal glory to the best of their
ability and astronomical
instruments available
there would be made func-
tional.

The petitioner submitted
that the central issue in the
present proceedings is that
the instruments at the

Jantar Mantar monument
are not in a functional posi-
tion and added that despite
the passage of 12 years
things remain unchanged.

Hearing the petition, the
high court passed an order
on January 20 in which it
directed the ASI to file the
status report within four
weeks and specifically set
out its stand regarding the
existing status on the func-
tionally of the instruments
at the monument.

It also asked the petition-
er to file a response to ASI's
affidavit after it is submit-
ted. It listed the matter for
further hearing on April 24.

A division bench of the
high court had in 2010
passed an order recording
an undertaking given on
behalf of the ASI that
Jantar Mantar shall be
made functional and will
be restored to its original
glory.

Kuda (Surendranagar), Feb 06 (PTI): 

Former US secretary of
state Hillary Clinton on
Monday announced a
Global Climate Resilience
Fund of 50 million dollars
for women to fight climate
change in association with
the Self Employed
Women's Association
(SEWA) founded by late ac-
tivist Ela Bhatt. The fund
will empower women and
communities to fight cli-
mate change and help pro-
vide new livelihood re-
sources and education, she
said.

Clinton visited salt pan
workers in the Little Rann
of Kutch near Kuda village
in Gujarat's Surendranagar
district and learnt from
them the process of salt
production and hardships
faced by them. "Today,
Clinton Global Initiative

with American
Indian foundation,
SEWA and other or-
ganisations, I an-
nounce 50 million
dollar Global Climate
Resilience Fund for
women," she said ad-
dressing the salt pan
workers. "I have had
the privilege of
working with
Elaben (Bhatt) and
SEWA for nearly 30
years. But we are
thinking about next
50 years," she said.

"Whether you're
in construction,
waste recycling,
plastic, or a farmer,
your challenge to make an
income working through
heat will be the next big
problem," said Clinton,
who is on a two-day visit to
Gujarat from Sunday. She
had attended a pro-

gramme in Ahmedabad on
Sunday to mark 50 years of
SEWA as a trade union
and paid homage to its
founder and renowned so-
cial activist Ela Bhatt, who
passed away in November

last year. During the event,
she had said heat caused
by climate change poses
an additional challenge to
women workers in infor-
mal sectors and the Global
Climate Resilience Fund

will help tackle this
challenge.

On Monday,
Clinton said she
started talking to
R e e m a b e n
Nanavati, SEWA's
director, regarding
the new struggle
that heat is present-
ing, because every
job that members of
the women's trade
union represent
"will be affected by
heat." Nanavati sug-
gested that SEWA
can be the nodal
agency for such a
first-of-its-kind ex-
periment.

"We have brought to-
gether a group of con-
cerned people to help with
this challenge, and a num-
ber of these groups are
represented here to help
start the Global Climate

Resilience Fund in part-
nership with SEWA -- the
first fund like this in the
world," Clinton said.

She said working with
SEWA will be the Clinton
Global Initiative,
Rockefeller Foundation
Resilience Center,
Algorand Foundation,
Council for Inclusive
Capitalism, and the
American India
Foundation.

"These will be some of
the partners with SEWA to
begin to address this very
significant challenge," she
said. Clinton said anyone
who has to go outside for
work, like police officers,
fire-fighters, people in
every walk of life going in
and out to work in heat "are
going to need the kind of
help and support that this
project pioneered by SEWA
will provide."
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Hillary announces 50 million dollar Global Climate
Resilience Fund for women to tackle climate change

Former USA secretary of state Hillary Clinton interacts with women Salt
Pan Workers and SEWA members, at Little Rann of Kutch in
Surendranagar, Monday.

Namami Gange’s main objective to make river’s
water fit for outdoor bathing, not drinking: Centre

Congress takes out march in Lucknow
against government on Adani issue

Congress workers stage a protest demanding inquiry into
Adani row after Hindenburg report, in Lucknow, Monday.

MMuummbbaaii,,  FFeebb  0066  ((PPTTII)):: The
Congress on Monday demand-
ed the Centre seize the pass-
port of Gautam Adani, who is
battling allegations of stock
manipulation, to prevent him
from escaping the country as
the opposition party held
protests against Adani outside
offices of LIC and SBI. A
Mumbai Congress leader said
businessmen Vijay Mallya and
Nirav Modi could escape the
country because the BJP gov-
ernment didn't confiscate their
passports in time. The
Congress staged demonstra-
tions outside the offices of the
State Bank of India (SBI) and
the Life Insurance Corporation
as part of the party's nation-
wide protests over the Adani
issue. "The Centre should con-
fiscate the passport of Gautam
Adani so that he would not be
able to escape the country.

When scams by Harshad
Mehta or Ketan Paresh were
unearthed, the then Union gov-
ernment led by Congress had
confiscated their passports
preventing Mehta and Parekh
from flying out of India,"
Mumbai Congress chief Bhai
Jagtap told reporters. He said
industrialists Vijay Mallya and
Nirav Modi, who are facing al-
legations of loan default and
banking fraud, managed to run
away from the country be-
cause their passports were not
seized by the BJP government
in time. Adani Group stocks
have taken a beating on the
bourses after the US short-sell-
er Hindenburg Research made
a litany of allegations last fort-
night in its report, including
fraudulent transactions and
share price manipulation at the
Gautam Adani-led group,
which has denied the charges

Congress demands seizure of Gautam Adani’s passport

Over 30 lakh Indians went abroad during
2017-22 for higher education: Govt



Visa racket 
KKoollkkaattaa::  A fake visa
racket was busted and a
woman was arrested
from Kolkata’s Metiabruz
area, police said on
Monday. The woman, in
her early 30s, was
arrested from her resi-
dence on Sunday night
after a complaint was
lodged by two persons
from Lucknow, they said.
Police had earlier arrest-
ed two persons in con-
nection with the case,
they added. The racket
was collecting money
from youths, promising
them jobs at restaurants
in the US, police said.
“They used to take pass-
ports from people, and
then prepared fake
visas. This woman was
recruited by the racket
recently and she was
working from home,
manufacturing the
visas,” a police 
officer said. 

Haj forms 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  There will be
25 embarkation points
for Haj-2023 and forms
for going on the pil-
grimage will be out very
soon with the applica-
tion being available free
of cost, according to
the Ministry for
Minority Affairs. The
ministry said the Haj
policy released on
Monday will bring
financial relief to pil-
grims. Haj package
costs have been
reduced by approxi-
mately Rs 50,000 as the
money that was
deposited with the Haj
Committee for foreign
exchange and items
such as umbrella, bags
and bed sheets would
not be charged and
these things can be
arranged by the pil-
grims themselves,
sources said.

Paralysed father
New Delhi: A 20-year-
old man was arrested
for allegedly killing his
paralysed father in
Delhi’s Anand Parbat
area, police said on
Monday.The accused
has been identified as
Sumit Sharma.The
police received infor-
mation regarding the
death of a man, identi-
fied as Jitendra
Sharma, around 9 pm
on Friday. When they
reached the spot, they
found Sharma lying
unconscious in his bed,
a senior officer said.He
was shifted to RML
Hospital where an
autopsy was conducted
on Saturday,.
the officer said.
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Motorcyclists pass by a
graffiti depicting the

image of Lata
Mangeshkar, on her

death anniversary, at
Bandra in Mumbai.
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Azmarin (Syria), Feb 06 (AP):

A powerful 7.8 magni-
tude earthquake rocked
wide swaths of Turkey and
Syria early Monday, top-
pling hundreds of build-
ings and killing more than
1,800 people.

Hundreds were still be-
lieved to be trapped under
rubble, and the toll was ex-
pected to rise as rescue
workers searched mounds
of wreckage in cities and
towns across the area.

On both sides of the bor-
der, residents jolted out of
sleep by the pre-dawn
quake rushed outside on a
cold, rainy and snowy
night. Buildings were re-
duced to piles of pancaked
floors, and major after-
shocks continued to rattle
the region. Rescue workers
and residents in multiple
cities searched for sur-
vivors, working through
tangles of metal and con-
crete. A hospital in Turkey
collapsed, and patients, in-
cluding newborns, were
evacuated from facilities in
Syria. In the Turkish city

of Adana, one resident said
three buildings near his
home were toppled. “I don’t
have the strength any-
more,” one survivor could
be heard calling out from
beneath the rubble as res-
cue workers tried to reach
him, said the resident,
journalism student
Muhammet Fatih Yavus.
“Because the debris re-
moval efforts are continu-
ing in many buildings in
the earthquake zone, we do
not know how high the
number of dead and in-

jured will rise,” Turkish
President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan said. “Hopefully,
we will leave these disas-
trous days behind us in
unity and solidarity as a
country and a nation.” The
quake, which was centred
north of the Turkish
provincial capital of
Gaziantep, was felt as far
away as Cairo. It sent resi-
dents of Damascus rush-
ing into the street, and jolt-
ed awake people in their
beds in Beirut. It struck a
region that has been

shaped on both sides of the
border by more than a
decade of civil war in
Syria. On the Syrian side,
the swath affected is divid-
ed between government-
held territory and the
country’s last opposition-
held enclave, which is sur-
rounded by Russian-
backed government forces.
Turkey, meanwhile, is
home to millions of
refugees from that conflict.
The opposition-held re-
gions in Syria are packed
with some 4 million people
displaced from other parts
of the country by the fight-
ing. Many of them live in
buildings that are already
wrecked from past bom-
bardments. Hundreds of
families remained trapped
in rubble, the opposition
emergency organisation,
called the White Helmets,
said in a statement.
Strained health facilities
and hospitals were quickly
filled with wounded, res-
cue workers said.

New Delhi, Feb 06 (PTI):

The government’s
hopes for the start of a
debate on the President’s
address in Parliament in
the new week were
dashed on Monday as a
determined Opposition
stalled proceedings in
both Houses again, rais-
ing the allegations of
fraud against the Adani
group and demanding a
JPC probe.

Following the presen-
tation of the Union
Budget on February 1,
little business has been
transacted in either Lok
Sabha or Rajya Sabha
due to the Opposition’s
protests over the issue.

Ruling BJP members
have maintained that the
affairs involving private
entities cannot be dis-
cussed in Parliament and
opposition parties can
raise the issue during
the customary debate on
the President’s address
at the start of the Budget
Session on January 31.

The government was
hopeful that the discus-
sion on the Motion of
Thanks on the
President’s Address will
start on Monday. The

prime minister generally
replies to the discussion
in both Houses. As soon
as Lok Sabha met after
the weekend break, oppo-
sition members, mostly
Congress MPs, entered
the Well shouting slo-
gans such as “Adani
sarkar shame-shame”.

They reiterated their
demand for a joint par-
liamentary committee
probe into the allega-
tions of fraud and stock
manipulation by a US-
based short-selling firm
against the port-to-
power conglomerate.
The Adani Group has de-
nied the allegations
against it. Speaker Om
Birla urged them to go
back to their seats and

participate in the debate.
“This is not good.
Sloganeering is against
the dignity of the House.
People have elected you
to raise their issues in
Parliament but you are
not interested in partici-
pating in debate,” he
said.

Birla said the opposi-
tion members should
come to his chamber and
discuss with him their
demands. He assured
them that he would give
the Opposition enough
time to raise their issues
in the House. “This is
Parliament. Maintain
some dignity. This is a
respected House. The
House is for debate and
discussions.

Powerful quake 
rocks Turkey and Syria

Kills more than 1,800

Parliament stalled as Oppn carries 
on with protests over Adani issue

Placards held by Opposition parties’ MPs during a
protest over Adani row, at the Parliament complex, in
New Delhi, Monday.

An injured child is carried away from the rubble of a
building in rebel-held Azaz, Syria.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  FFeebb  0066  ((PPTTII)):: A pro-
totype of the Naval variant of
the indigenously developed
Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) on
Monday undertook its maiden
landing on board aircraft carri-
er INS Vikrant, in a feat
described by the Indian Navy
as a ‘historical milestone’ for
India’s self-reliance in defence
manufacturing.

Separately, the Russian-ori-
gin MiG-29K aircraft also
undertook a maiden landing on
board INS Vikrant, the coun-
try’s first indigenous aircraft
carrier, officials said.

The successful landing and
take-off of the LCA prototype
from INS Vikrant is set to pave
the way for the development
and manufacturing of the
ambitious twin-engine deck-
based fighter aircraft for the
Indian Navy by the Hindustan

Aeronautics Ltd (HAL).“A his-
torical milestone achieved
towards Aatma Nirbhar Bharat
by Indian Navy as naval pilots
carry out landing of LCA (Navy)
on board INS Vikrant,” the
Navy said in a brief statement.
It said the landing demonstrat-

ed India’s capability to design,
develop, construct and operate
indigenous aircraft carriers
with indigenous fighter air-
craft. In September, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi com-
missioned INS Vikrant (IAC I)
that made the country part of

an elite group of nations capa-
ble of manufacturing aircraft
carriers above 40,000 tonnes
category. The Navy had said
the aircraft carrier would be
able to play a role in ensuring
peace and stability in the Indo-
Pacific region.

“The Indian Navy takes a
significant step towards opera-
tionalising the indigenous air-
craft carrier by successful
landing of MiG-29K on INS
Vikrant by naval pilots demon-
strating India’s prowess in air-
craft carrier design, construc-
tion and operations while
enhancing Navy’s combat
readiness,” Navy
Spokesperson Commander
Vivek Madhwal said. The land-
ing and take-off of the LCA pro-
totype and MiG-29K aircraft
came as part of flight trials on
board the aircraft carrier. 

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  FFeebb  0066  ((PPTTII))::  The
Ministry of Home Affairs on
Monday filed a review petition
in the Supreme Court against
some of its observations refer-
ring to Sikkimese Nepalis as
“immigrants”. In a series of
tweets, the Union Home
Minister’s office said the central
government has submitted
before the Supreme Court its
position about the sanctity of
Article 371F of the Constitution
that safeguards the Sikkimese
identity. “Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) files review peti-
tion in Supreme Court against
some of the observations and
directions in a recent judgement
dated 13th January, 2023 in two
petitions of 2013 and 2021 filed

by Association of Old Settlers of
Sikkim and Ors in Supreme
Court. “GoI (Government of
India) reiterated its position
about the sanctity of Article
371F of the Constitution that
safeguards the Sikkimese iden-
tity, which should not be diluted.
Further, the observation in the
said order about persons of for-
eign origin settled in Sikkim like
Nepalis should be reviewed as
the said persons are Sikkimese
of Nepali origin,” the tweets
said. The MHA’s move came
amid protests in Sikkim over the
Supreme Court observation
referring to Sikkimese Nepalis
as “immigrants” while extend-
ing income tax exemption to all
old settlers of the state.

CBI arrests railway
engineers in Rs 2

crore bribery case
New Delhi, Feb 6 (PTI):
The CBI has arrested
three people, including
two engineers of
Northeast Frontier
Railway zone, in an al-
leged bribery case of Rs 2
crore, officials said on
Monday.

The agency has arrested
Senior Section Engineer
Santosh Kumar and his
superior Deputy Chief
Engineer Rampal posted
in Silchar besides contrac-
tor Sajjan Chaudhary, who
is the owner of Tribeni
Constructions.

Kumar was arrested
while allegedly receiving a
part payment of Rs 8 lakh
from the construction
company, they said.

New Delhi, Feb 06 (PTI):

Train passengers
would soon be able to
order food through a
WhatsApp number, with
an interactive Artificial
Intelligence-enabled chat-
bot handling their
queries on e-catering and
booking meals.

The Indian Railway
Catering and Tourism
Corporation (IRCTC) is
already delivering meals
on certain routes through
WhatsApp number +91
8750001323.

“WhatsApp communi-
cation for e-catering serv-
ices implemented on se-

lected trains and passen-
gers. Based on customer
feedback and suggestions,
the company will enable
the same on other trains,”
the Railways said in a
statement on Monday.

The IRCTC has started
e-catering services
through a specially devel-
oped website www.cater-
ing.irctc.co.in as well its
e-catering app ‘Food on
Track’, it said.

The implementation of
e-catering services
through WhatsApp was
envisaged in two phases.

The first phase has al-
ready been implemented,
Under this, a business

WhatsApp number sends
a message to the cus-
tomers booking e-ticket
for opting in e-catering
services by clicking on
www.ecatering.irctc.co.in
.

They are then enables
to book meals of their
choice from the restau-
rants of their choice
available at stations en-
route directly through the
e-catering website of
IRCTC without even re-
quiring to download the
App.

The next phase is when
the interactive WhatsApp
meal booking and deliv-
ery are planed.

New Delhi, Feb 06 (PTI):

Researchers at the
Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT), Mandi
have developed a material
that can make stealth vehi-
cles and covert establish-
ments less visible to the
radar.

According to the team,
the material can absorb a
wide range of radar fre-
quencies (signals), irre-
spective of the direction
from which the radar sig-
nal hits the target. It can
also be used to cover win-
dows or glass panels of
stealth vehicles and covert
establishments that must

be invisible to radar. The
research has been pub-
lished in the journal
“IEEE Letters on
E l e c t r o m a g n e t i c
Compatibility Practice
and Applications”.

Shrikanth Reddy,
Assistant Professor,
School of Computing and
Electrical Engineering,
IIT Mandi, explained that
radars are used in defence
and civil sectors for sur-
veillance, and navigation,
to detect and track air-
craft, ships, ground vehi-
cles, and movements with-
in covert establishments.

“Being invisible to radar
is a crucial defence strate-

gy and the ability to evade
radar detection can reduce
the chances of being tar-
geted by enemy weapons,”
Reddy said in a statement.

“Any technique that
makes things invisible to
radar can also be used in
the commercial sector to
reduce radiation leakages
from buildings and make
them more secure. For ex-
ample, invisibility to radar
can also be used in private
or covert establishments
for the protection of infor-
mation and privacy,” he
said. Radar Cross Section
(RCS) reduction is a way to
make something less visi-
ble to radar. RCS reduction

is achieved by using mate-
rials that can absorb radar
signals, or by shaping the
object in a way that makes
it difficult for radar to de-
tect. “We have developed a
technology based on
Frequency Selective
Surface (FSS) that absorbs
a wide range of frequen-
cies used in radar, which
makes the surface invisi-
ble to radar,” Reddy ex-
plained.

The proposed design
uses an optically transpar-
ent Indium Tin Oxide
(ITO)-coated Polyethylene
terephthalate (PET) sheet.
The FSS patterns are cre-
ated on this PET sheet.

New Delhi, Feb 6 (PTI):

Eleven advocates and
two judicial officers were
on Monday appointed as
additional judges in the
Allahabad, Karnataka and
Madras high courts. One of
those appointed to the
Madras High Court is advo-
cate Lekshmana Chandra
Victoria Gowri whose re-
ported affiliation to the
BJP had triggered a contro-
versy. Some lawyers had re-
cently asked the Collegium
to recall its recommenda-
tion for Gowri alleging her
affiliation. Some other
lawyers had supported her
elevation, citing hardwork
and her commitment to the
profession. In a significant

development, the Supreme
Court on Monday ad-
vanced to February 7 the
hearing on a plea challeng-
ing the appointment of
lawyer Victoria Gowri as a
judge of the Madras High
Court, soon after the
Centre notified her judge-
ship. The apex court had
earlier in the day agreed to
hear on February 10 the

petition against her eleva-
tion but the matter was
mentioned again and the
hearing was fixed for
Tuesday by a bench head-
ed by Chief Justice DY
Chandrachud which said
the Collegium has taken
note of “certain develop-
ments” after her name was
recommended to the
Centre.

New Delhi, Feb 06 (PTI):

Land degradation, biodi-
versity loss, marine pollu-
tion, need for protection of
mangroves and coral reefs,
resource overconsumption
and lack of waste absorp-
tion are the key environ-
mental concerns which
will be addressed in India’s
G20 presidency, the Union
environment ministry said
on Monday. Officials also
said the issue of climate fi-
nance will be factored in
the discussions. The
Environment and Climate
Sustainability Working
Group, one of the 13 work-
ing groups under the
Sherpa track, will meet

four times between
February and May.The first
meeting will be held in
Bengaluru (February 9-11),
the second in Gandhinagar
(March 27-29), the third in
Mumbai (May 21-23) and
the fourth in Chennai (May
26-27). The ministerial
meeting of the group is
planned to be held on July
28 in Chennai. “There is an
urgent need to arrest land
degradation, biodiversity
loss and restore ecosystems
as 23 per cent of the global
land area is no longer pro-
ductive for agricultural use
because of resource extrac-
tion and waste,” Additional
Secretary Richa Sharma
said.

New Delhi, Feb 6 (PTI) :

Russia on Monday ac-
cused the US of “actively”
exploiting the “contradic-
tions” between India and
China to its advantage
and asserted Moscow and
New Delhi accumulated
mutual trust and confi-
dence based on decades-
old ties that would help
the two sides to deal with
the current geopolitical
turbulence.

In his address at a con-
ference, Russian
Ambassador to India
Denis Alipov, at the same
time, said that the India-
Russia ties are “under
stress” because of the tec-
tonic geo-political shifts
in view of the “arrogant”

and “belligerent” ap-
proach by the US-led West
on the Ukraine conflict.
The envoy said Moscow
wants to expand its eco-
nomic engagement with
Islamabad as a “weak”
Pakistan is not good for
the entire region includ-
ing India.

In a tweet later, he clari-
fied that he meant a
“destabilised” Pakistan is
not in the interest of any-
one in the region.

The conference on
‘Next Steps in India-
Russia Strategic
Partnership; Old Friends
New Horizons’ was or-
ganised by the India
Writes Network and the
Centre for Global India
Insights.

‘Russia would like to see normalisation
of India-China relations’

13 additional judges appointed to 3 HCs
No word yet on few other names recommended by Collegium

In this combo photo Justice Pankaj Mithal, Justice Sanjay
Karol, Justice P.V. Sanjay Kumar, Justice Ahsanuddin
Amanullah and Justice Manoj Misra being sworn in as
Supreme Court judges by Chief Justice of India Justice D.Y.
Chandrachud, in New Delhi, Monday.

India’s G20 presidency

Land degradation, blue economy,
resource efficiency priority areas 

Soon, train passengers 
can order food via WhatsApp

IIT researchers develop new tech to 
make military equipment invisible to radar

Naval variant of LCA lands first time on aircraft carrier INS Vikrant

In a major milestone, the Naval variant of the indige-
nous Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) undertook maiden
landing onboard the country’s first Indigenous Aircraft
Carrier (IAC) INS Vikrant.

MHA files review 
petition in SC on observations

on Sikkimese Nepali



Promotion Orders distributed
to newly elevated CGMs

Central Chronicle News
BBhhiillaaii,,  FFeebb  0066::  20 General Managers
from SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant were el-
evated as Chief General Managers
and were handed over Promotion
orders on February 06, 2023 in a
function organised at Director I/c
Conference hall.  Anjani Kumar, ED
(Works) handed over the Promotion
orders to the promoted Executives
at Ispat Bhavan. MM Gadre ED
(P&A), S Mukhopadhyay, ED
(Projects), Dr AK Panda, ED
(Finance), AK Chakraborty. (ED
MM), Dr M Ravindranath, CMO I/c
(M & HS), NK Bancchor, SEFI
Chairman and President, Officers
Association were present on the oc-
casion. Executive Directors and
President, OA addressed the gather-
ing on the occasion. 

Anjani Kumar in his address con-

gratulated the promoted CGMs and
conveyed his best wishes to them.
India is one of the fastest growing
countries in the world. The future of
Steel industry is very good. We have
lot of experience in our company
and it is the right time to maintain
momentum, he said. I urge you to
contribute in making our unit a
Profit centre. Your role is very im-
portant in mobilising the team and
aligning all people in the right direc-
tion, he added. 

The newly elevated Chief
General Managers include KC
Mishra, HK Pathak, Pradeep Kumar
Mishra, GP Singh, Sushmita Dey,
MK  Goyal, AK Joshi, RB Gaharwar,
RG Dalal, Sudhir Kumar, Pranay
Kumar, Pankaj Puri, Jitendra Kumar,
Dr K Thakur, Dr V Dwivedi and Dr
Rajeev Kumar Pal. 6 CGMs have
been transferred to other units.

Lamp Lighting & Graduation Ceremony organised at PGCON

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 06: With the
motto "Let my light shine",
PG College of Nursing
(Managed by Bhilai
Education Trust, Bhilai)
in Hospital Sector, organ-
ised Lamp lighting cere-
mony of B Sc (Nursing)
1st, 2nd and 3rd year stu-
dents in College campus.

Programme was graced
in the presence of Chief
Guest Dr Ravindranath M,
Chief Medical Officer
Incharge, JLNH&RC,
Guest of Honour Dr
Pramod Binayake, Chief
Medical Officer,

JLNH&RC, Shyla
Abraham, Assistant
Manager and I/C Nursing
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,
JLNH&RC, Arvind Jain,
Trustee, Bhilai Education
Trust and Surendra
Gupta, Secretary, BET
were present. After formal
welcome the programme
commenced with welcome
song and dance by college
coir group followed by wel-
come address by Prof Dr
Sreelata Pillai, Vice-
Principal, PG College of
Nursing. Prof Dr
Abhilekha Biswal,
Principal, PG College of
Nursing, presented college

report for the session 2019-
22, highlighting the
achievements and acco-
lades of staff and stu-
dents. On this occasion
she also focused on many
achievements of the col-
lege among which the out-
standing one was "The
Best Nursing College of
the Twin-city" awarded by
the Governor of
Chhattisgarh Anusuiya
Uikey  in an event organ-
ised by radio channel 94.3
MyFM. In their address Dr
Ravindranath M and Dr
Pramod Binayake empha-
sized on Nurses Behaviour
and attitude of Nurses and

welcomed all the new stu-
dents to the noble profes-
sion and also congratulat-
ed the Graduate students
for starting their nursing
career. Vijay kumar
Gupta, in his absence con-
veyed blessings for the oc-
casion. Surendra Gupta
blessed the students to
achieve their dreams and
conquer the challenges
around the globe. The stu-
dents who excelled in aca-
demic performance were
awarded with prizes by the
dignitaries during the pro-
gramme.

Prof Dr  Abhilekha
Biswal, Principal, PGCON

briefed the essence of the
day in her Lamp lighting
message followed by the
novice students received
the light from respected
teachers. Various cultural
programmes were also
presented by the students
which was appreciated by
the Guest, Parents and
Students. The entire pro-
gramme of Lamp Lighting
and Graduation ceremony
was compared by Dr  Jaya
Chakraborty, Seema
Santosh, Dr G Hemavati
and Chandrakala Lillhare.
At last Vote of Thanks was
proposed by Dr (Daisy
Abraham.

BSP employees win seven awards 
in National Works Skill competition

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 06: Seven
National-level awards by
CII were won by employ-
ees of SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant in National Works
Skill competition 2023 at
New Delhi.

HRD department of BSP
organises Plant level
Works Skill competition
every year. The winners
are sent to the Regional
Works skill competition at
Kolkata, after which they
qualify for the National
level competition.

Venkat Raman
Madharia won the 1st
prize in Carpentry trade
from Foundry and Pattern
shop while Rameshwar
Singh Gajendra won the
2nd prize in Carpentry

trade from Rajhara Mines.
In Industrial Hydaulics
trade, Deepak Kumar
Pandit from Auto Repair
shop won the 1st prize
while the 2nd prize was
bagged by Gopi Kishan
from SMS 2. In Turner
trade, Manjha Hasanda

from BRM won the
1stprize won the 1st prize.
In fitter trade, Sevak Ram
from SMS 3 won the 2nd
prize and Gopal Ram from
BF won the 2nd prize in
Machinist trade. Sanjay
Dhar, CGM(HRD & BE)
congratulated the win-

ners. SB Patel, SM (HRD)
coordinated the pro-
gramme. A week long
training programme to
enhance the skills of the
participants was organ-
ised by HRD department
prior to the National level
competition.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 06: Sri
Sankara Vidyalaya, Sector
10 organised career coun-
selling session on
February 04, 2023 in the
school premises. The pro-
gramme was well attended
by students of Class X and
their parents. The evening
commenced with the light-

ing of the ceremonial
lamp and garlanding the
portraits of Goddess
Saraswati and Guruji.
Bipin Deshmukh,
Principal, SSV was the re-
source person for the day.
The session was very in-
formative. It motivated the
students of class X and
their parents. They were
made aware about the cor-

rect choice of subjects
after class X. He focused
on the willingness towards
one's choice of stream. He
stressed on personal, so-
cial and psychological rea-
sons for individual's devel-
opment. He highlighted
the list of courses, their
different scopes and
renowned colleges.

Students actively partic-

ipated in Questionnaire
session and their queries
were addressed by the
Principal Bipin
Deshmukh. The session
was supported and guided
by Harish Chandra
Chhatwani, Vice Principal
and Naman Sharma, CAO
, SSV. The function came
to an end with national an-
them.
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Bhilai, Feb 06: On the
basis of specific inputs
given by the Intelligence
Branch of Border Security
Force, the jawans of 135th
BSF Battalion positioned
in COB Amabeda carried
out search operation in
jungles located about 500
meters away in West direc-
tion of Muche Khadka
Waterfall. The jawans re-
covered a country-made
pistol, one country-made
gun (desi katta) and 30 live
bullets which were con-
cealed by the Maoists.
With the recovery of
firearms, BSF succeeded
in foiling the plans of the
Maoists to carry out any
major incident.

BSF sources informed

that such small arms are
used by small action teams
of Maoists for the purpose
of causing harm to the
common citizens. Acting
cautiously in a profession-
al manner on the accurate
information of the BSF
Intelligence Branch, the
BSF jawans once again
foiled the nefarious inten-
tions of the Maoists.

Indraj Singh, Inspector
General, Frontier
Headquarters (Special
Operations) Border
Security Force,
Chhattisgarh congratulat-
ed all the team personnel
on this success. He added
that the Border Security
Force is committed to safe-
guard the common citizens
in its area of deployment.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 06: An Inter
institute annual cultural
and sports festival "CAR-
NIVAL 2023" was organ-
ised by Sanjay Rungta
Group of Institutions, for
the students of RSR
Rungta College of
Engineering &

Technology (RSR
RCET), Rungta College of
Dental Sciences and
Research (RCDSR),
Rungta Institute of
Pharmaceutical Science
(RIPS), Rungta College of
Science & Technology
(RCST), Rungta Institute
of Pharmaceutical
Science & Research
(RIPSR) and Rungta
Institute of Science &

Management (RISM)
from February 02-04, 2023.

A celebrity night was
scheduled on February 03
where "MEET BROS."
and team performed live.
Various events under

Sports and Cultural cate-
gories including Cricket,
Volley Ball, Throw Ball,
Kabaddi, Tug of War,
Pitthul, Arm Wrestling,
Weight Lifting, Group &
Solo Dance, Battle of

Dance,
Antakshari, Master

Chef, Makeover, Rap
Song, Reels, Photography
and many more were con-
ducted. The most awaited
event "Battle of Dance"

competition was won by
Rungta Institute of
Pharmaceutical Science
(RIPS) and the overall
winner of Rungta
Carnival was Rungta
College of

Dental Sciences and
Research (RCDSR). Chief
Guest Sanjay Rungta,
Chairman, Sanjay
Rungta Group of
Institutions, said that the
competitions among all
the institutes were so
close and the winning in-
stitute is unpredictable.
Dr Saket Rungta,
Director, Sanjay Rungta
Group of Institutions,
Bhilai congratulated all
the participating institu-
tions for making the
event a grand success.

Congmen stage protest; demand
JPC probe on Adani - Hindenburg row

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 06: On
Monday, Congress party
workers staged demon-
stration in front of LIC
and SBI offices in Civic
Centre, Bhilai. It was a
part of the INC's nation-
wide protest over the
Adani - Hindenburg row.
They demanded a Joint
Parliamentary Committee
to probe the matter.

Spearheading the
demonstrators, Bhilai
District Congress
Committee President
Mukesh Chandrakar said
that the Prime Minister
and the BJP Union
Government are unable to
give any reply over the
Hindenburg report in
which Gautam Adani has
been accused of brazen
stock manipulation and
accounting fraud scheme
over the course of

decades.
Chandrakar alleged

that the meltdown in
Adani shares is a scam
that involves common
people's hard earned
money as LIC and SBI
have invested in them. He
further said that the re-
port regarding the Adani
Group scam was pub-
lished about 13 days ago,
but the Prime Minister
has not uttered even a sin-

gle word.
The BJP Union

Government is also trying
to escape from the discus-
sion in the parliament
over this issue. The si-
lence of the Modi
Government over this
issue indicates towards its
connivance in the scam.

Former MLA
Badruddin Qureshi,
Antyavasayi Corporation
Vice President Neeta

Lodhi, PCC office bearers
Jitendra Sahu,
Brijmohan Singh, Shiju
Anthony, Arun Singh
Sisodia, Subhadra Singh,
office bearers of District
Congress Committee,
Block Congress
Committees, Sewa Dal,
Mahila Congress, INTUC,
Youth Congress, NSUI,
Corporators and other
party workers were 
present.
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Complaints of forgery, pollution, 
etc received at Jandarshan

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 06: A woman
from Shakti Nagar,
Padmanabhpur com-
plained against an LIC
agent at Jandarshan on
Monday. She said that
three years ago an agent
took 70000 rupees to invest
in LIC. Later she discov-
ered that her money was
not invested in LIC. When
she questioned the agent,
he returned Rs 20000. The
woman requested the
Collector to take appropri-
ate action in this case.

A woman from village
Chandkhuri said that she
is a tribal and her caste is
Nagarchi. Her father-in-
law's caste was also
Nagarchi. Since the
Collector's permission is
necessary for the sale and
purchase of tribal land,
therefore, in order to sell
the land in a hurry, his rel-
atives changed the caste to

Gada. The woman de-
manded a probe over the
matter. The Collector in-
structed SDM Durg to in-
vestigate this case.

A person made a com-
plaint against a cotton
mattress making shop lo-
cated in Jawahar Chowk
Durg. The applicant cotton
blending on the road cre-
ates a lot of pollution due
to which the locals have
developed respiratory dis-
eases.

Apart from this, the
road also gets jammed due
to cotton blending works

on the road. The Collector
instructed the corporation
officials to take action in
this regard.

A woman from Sindhi
Colony, Durg submitted
her application in
Collector Jandarshan. The
woman said that her
daughter has difficulty in
writing and she also has
the medical certificate for
the same. The woman said
that her daughter is going
to appear in the board
exam. She requested for a
writer in the board exam.
The Collector instructed

the District Education
Officer to take action as
per the rules.

A woman from
Laxminagar, Khursipar
said that she had gone to
her village in
Maharashtra at the time of
lease distribution. By the
time she came, the lease
distribution program had
already taken place, due to
which she could not get
the lease. The Collector in-
structed the officials to
take action as per the
rules.

A family affected by
road widening from
Ruabandha to Vrinda
Nagar Durg also submit-
ted their application. The
family member said that
they will get great relief if
the compensation is paid
soon. An application was
submitted by the villagers
of Khopli with request to
change the location of
PHE tank construction.

SRGI organises inter institute 
annual festival ‘Carnival 2023’

BSF recovers country made
pistols and live bullets

Career Counselling organised 
at Sri Sankara Vidyalaya

Dinesh Patil
appointed state
co-coordinator

BBhhiillaaii,,  FFeebb  0066:: Dinesh Patil has
been appointed as the State Co-
coordinator of Organic Farming
and Research Cell. His appoint-
ment was made during a virtual
meeting of Kisan Morcha held the
other day. On the recommenda-
tion of Pawan Sai (State organiza-
tion General Secretary) and
Dwarkesh Pandey (State
Coordinator, Organic Farming
and Research Cell), the Kisan
Morcha State President Pawan
Sahu has made this appointment.
After his appointment, Patil will
represent Chhattisgarh state in
the training workshop organized
at the National BJP office on
February 13, 2023.

Dinesh Patil
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Raipur, Feb 06: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Monday returned an
amount of Rs 2.56 cr to 3,
274 duped chit-fund in-
vestors of Durg district, in
a virtual programme or-
ganized at his residence of-
fice here. An amount of Rs

2.56 cr was returned to 3,
274 investors of Durg dis-
trict

Addressing the pro-
gramme, Chief Minister
said “an amount of about
Rs 40 crore has been re-
turned so far to the in-
vestors duped by chit-fund
companies. The state gov-
ernment is taking strict
action against the chit-
fund companies in
Chhattisgarh. The money
is being returned to the in-
vestors by seizing the
properties of fraudulent
chit-fund companies. Chit
fund companies in
Chhattisgarh have been
duping innocent people of

large sums of money. The
state government making
its best efforts to ensure
that these investors get
their money back.
Chhattisgarh is the only
state in the country which
is giving back their money
to these investors.”

Durg SP Abhishek
Pallav said that so far 126
directors and 8 office bear-
ers of chit fund companies
have been arrested in the
district.

Talking to the Chief
Minister, Ghanshyam
Sahu, a resident of
Uparwara of Durg, said
that he had invested
money in the chit fund

company by selling 2 acres
of land. He did not expect
that the money would be
recovered. Expressing his
gratitude towards the
Chief Minister, he said
that he is getting Rs 9 lakh
back with the efforts of the
state government and his
family is happy with this.
Teejan Bai of Khursipar
told the Chief Minister
that today I am getting Rs 3
lakh back. Now I will be
able to get my children
married easily. I was hope-
ful that my money would
definitely be returned
under your leadership.

Agriculture Minister
Ravindra Choubey, Food
Minister Amarjeet Bhagat,
PHE Minister Guru Rudra
Kumar, MLA Arun Vora,
Chief Minister’s Advisor
Pradeep Sharma, Chief
Secretary Amitabh Jain,
Additional Chief
Secretary Subrat Sahoo,
Durg Collector
Pushpendra Meena, SP
Abhishek Pallav along
with the beneficiaries at-
tended the virtual pro-
gramme.

Ch’garh only state in country to
refund money to investors: CM

Who have been
duped by fake Chit
Fund Companies

An amount of 
Rs 2.56 cr was
returned to 3,274
investors of Durg
district

ANNUAL FUNCTION

Students of Agrasen Public School and Dani Girl’s School performed variety of programmes here on Monday.

Raipur, Feb 06: The noti-
fication for the budget ses-
sion of Chhattisgarh
Vidhan Sabha (VS) has
been issued and the budg-
et session 2023-24 will start
from March 1 to 24. The
16th session of fifth state
legislative assembly of
Chhattisgarh is going to
begin on March 1. The ses-
sion comprising total 14
sittings will last till March
24. The session will begin
with Governor’s address.
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel will present budg-
et as Finance Minister.
This will be the last budg-

et of present Congress
government in the state.

The budget session will
start with Governor’s
speech and then the state’s
budget for FY 2023-24 will
be tabled and it is expected
to be tabled after the Holi
festival i:e March 8th.
Discussions will be held
on the budget on different
dates for various depart-
ments and then it will be

passed.
Since this happens to be

the election year, the state
government would be
making sufficient provi-
sions for all sections of
the society, specially farm-
ers, labourers, youth and
women and it would be
more of an election-ori-
ented budget and more
sops will be declared this
time.

Budget session of Chhattisgarh
Assembly from March 1

Budget to be tabled
likely after Holi

Total 14 sittings will
be held in VS

Raipur, Feb 06: Two gov-
ernment hospitals of
Chhattisgarh have been
awarded the National
Quality Assurance
Standard (NQAS –
National Quality
Assurance Standard) cer-
tificate by the Union
Health Ministry for provid-
ing excellent healthcare
and better treatment to pa-
tients. The Union Health
Ministry has awarded the
National Quality
Assurance Standard
Certificate to Chatod

Primary Health Center in
Dhamtari district and
Kawardha Urban Primary
Health Center in
Kabirdham district.

Congratulating the offi-
cers-employees of these
two hospitals for receiving
the Certificate of
Excellence for dedicated
health services Health
Minister TS Singhdeo ex-
pressed confidence that
these hospitals will contin-
ue to maintain their excel-
lence and serve the pa-
tients and set new bench-
marks for other hospitals
in the state.

The Union Health
Ministry team had inspect-
ed the Kawardha Urban
Primary Health Center in
November last and the
Chatod Primary Health

Center in December to test
the quality of services
available to the patients.
The team also took feed-
back from the patients in
this regard. In the evalua-
tion by the Health Ministry
team, Primary Health
Center Chatod got 89.73
percent and Urban
Primary Health Center
Kawardha got 88.4 percent
marks.

Before providing the
National Quality
Assurance Standard
Certificate, the services
and satisfaction level of
the hospital are tested on
eight parameters by the
team of experts. Only hos-
pitals that meet these strin-
gent standards are issued
quality certificates by the
Union Health Ministry.

Two Ch’garh hospitals get
NQAS certificate

Union Health Ministry
awards NQAS certifi-
cation to Chatod PHC
and Kawardha Urban
PHC

Bilaspur, Feb 06: GST
Department conducted
raid in Bilaspur and un-
earthed tax evasion of
Rs 78 lakh by a firm viz.
Santosh Tiles and
Santosha Gallery of
Bilaspur. The depart-
ment found massive ir-
regularities in payment
of GST by the firm and
after which it was made
to pay the tax evasion
amount of Rs 78 lakh
and the shop was sealed.

As per reports in this
regard, the GST team
reached the firm and on
assessment of the tax
paid by the above firm
found a tax evasion of Rs
78 lakh and got it deposit-
ed by the firm on
Monday. At the same
time the scrutiny of
other documents seized

is in process. GST offi-
cers informed that this
action continue for three
days.

In the inquiry and
scrutiny done, there was
difference in the docu-
ments produced and the
stock maintained and it
is by evaluating the dif-
ferent as per the state-
ment by the owner of the
firm and the stocks, a tax
evasion amount of Rs 78
lakh was determined
and deposited by the
firm.

The Joint
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Enforcement Directorate
Raipur Sonal K Mishra
that such action by the
department would con-
tinue for revenue and tax
evasion by firms in the
near future as well.

Tax evasion of Rs 78 lakh
found by GST deptt

Raipur, Feb 06: The ac-
counts officer of Pt. JNN
Medical College
Shashikant Sahu has been
arrested on charges of
cheating people of lakhs
in the name of providing

job.
As per information in

this regard, the com-
plainant Krishna Sahu
under Tikrapara thana
has filed a report that she
lives in Motinagar
Tikrapra Raipur. A distant
relative of her Shashikant
Sahu, R/o Abhanpur, is
working as Accountant in
Pt. JNL Medical College,
Raipur. In the year 2020,
the accused Shashikant
Sahu had demanded Rs 15
lakh in the name of pro-
viding her job in Women &
Child Development
Department. She complied
with the request of Rs 15
lakh made by the account-
ant Shashikant Sahu and
as & when she used to ask

him about the job, he used
to give vague answer and
dilly-delay it. It was on
complaint by Krishna
Sahu that a complaint
under section 420 of IPC
was filed and matter was
taken  under investiga-
tion.Taking this complaint
seriously, SSP Prashant
Thakur directed all the
seniors and other police
staff fromTikrapara po-
lice thana to nab the ac-
cused. The team spread
its messengers to know
about the location details
of the accused and final-
ly located him in Delhi.
The police on search
found him and nabbed
him and is now taking ac-
tion against him.

Pt.JNM College accountant nabbed for
cheating one of Rs 15 lakh

In the name of providing
job in Women & Child
Devp Dept. 
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Raipur, Feb 06: Saddu
Sports Club organised a
daylong volleyball com-
petition at Housing
Board Colony, Saddu on
Sunday for sixth year.
Players of sixteen teams
took part in the competi-
tion. SAI Raipur team
won first position
whereas Khamharia
team stood second,
Pathri team third and
Raipura team fourth.
Players of national re-
pute along with local
players are given oppor-
tunity to showcase their
talent through this com-
petition.

The first prize com-
prised cash of Rs 12000
and cup, second prize Rs

8000 and cup, third prize
Rs 4000 and cup and
fourth prize Rs 2000.

Teams and players per-
forming well in the com-
peition were also award-

ed.MLA Raipur Rural
Satyanarayan Sharma
was present as chief
guest at the competi-
tion. Corporator
Pramod Sahu, Zone
president Md Akram
Khan (general secretary
Volleyball Federation of
India) and Mahendra
Chandrakar social
worker were specially
present.

Saddu Sports Club
president PC
Nirmalkar, vice presi-
dent Rajesh Sahu, secre-
tary Shivshankar
Nayak and treasurer
Ram Dewangan extend-
ed thanked players of
all teams and sports
lovers for their coopera-
tion in successful con-
duct of the competition.

Saddu Sports Club holds volleyball competition 

Raipur, Feb 06: A major in-
cident was averted near
Vidhan Sabha Ring Road
No.3, when a loaded diesel
tanker caught fire. On get-
ting information about the
diesel tanker catching fire,
the fire-brigade team rushed
to the spot and gained con-
trol well on time. It is notable
here that the place where the
diesel tanker caught fire,
there was a petrol pump just
at a short distance and it
could have led to disaster.

But it was timely action by
the police and fire-brigade
team that this was averted.

As per information in this
regard from Mandir Hasoud
thana, due to some short-cir-
cuit in the Diesel tanker, it
caught fire. The front portion
first caught fire  and it was
immediately informed to the
police. The police in turned
inform the Fire-brigade de-
partment and they reached
on time and gained control
on it. There were chances of
blast of entire diesel tanker,
it was not brought under
control on time.’

Fire in diesel tanker
brought under control

Near Ring Road VS
road; major incident
averted

Raipur, Feb 06: On the oc-
casion of Youth Festival
2022-23 various competi-
tions were organized based
on the nature theme.

The events included
Rangoli which was based on
the theme Mandana,
Alpana, Aalekhan, Kolam
art form in which colour
sand, flowers, grains and
wood crush were used.

Painting was based on the
nature theme. apart from
and Mehandi competition
was also organized which
was participated in large
number by the students of
all the branches. In this Ms.
Darshana and Arushi were
the winners in Rangoli, Ms.
Neelima and Pravin in
Painting as well as as
Devshree and Khushi were
the winners. The Rangoli
was judged by Disha

Kesharwani and Monika
Bhairam, Painting by  Nehs
Dubey and Gunjan Kalyani,
Mehandi by Dr. shiv Shankar
Shukla along with Dr. Beena
Gidwani.

The event was organized
by Prof. Ravindra Kumar
Pandey, Principal Columbia
Institute of Pharmacy as
well as General Secretary of

Indian Pharmacy Graduate
Association. The event was
conducted by Neha Dubey
Assistant Professor.

The event was attended by
the faculty members as well
as Harjeet Singh Hura,
Secretary, Columbia Group of
Institutions and Prof. Amit
Roy, Director, Faculty of
Pharmacy Columbia Group.

Youth Festival 2022-2023 organized 

Raipur, Feb 06: 14 mem-
ber state team which in-
clude 10 players left for
Gwalior on Monday to
take part in the games
schedule from February
8-11, 2023. It needs to be

mentioned here, only
one player from the
state capital Miss
Kanishka Shreevas
Class X student of KV
WRS has made her
place in the team. The

other members are
Misha, Risha nain,
Shruti Sahu, Ritik
Kumar Singh and Vivek
Singh ( all from Korba).
The other players are
Divyani Yadav,
Jaismine, Jiya Jaiswal
and Sonam Sahu ( all
from Balod) and
Kanishka Shrrevas from

Raipur. The coaches of
the team are Kamlesh
Dewangan(Korba) and
Harvansh Kaur ( Balod).
The team managers are
Lakhan Kumar Sahu (
Balod) and T N Reddy (
Sports Department), in-
forms Anis Memon pres-
ident of District
Kalarippayattu Sangh.

14 member state team for ‘Kalarippayattu’ games leave for Gwalior

Raipur, Feb 06: “Sticker
Campaign” has been started by the
Traffic Police Raipur to prevent
road accidents and to create aware-
ness about traffic rules among the
riders. A total of 6 types of stickers
related to traffic rules have been
prepared for helping riders.

Every year many people die and
many people become disabled due
to road accidents. In view of this,
traffic police Raipur conducts

campaigns from time to
time to make people aware
of following traffic rules,
but even after this there has
been a significant increase
in road accidents. Road acci-
dents take place due to vio-
lation of traffic rules by the
riders. The sticker cam-
paign has been launched
under direction of SSP
Prashant Kumar.

Stickers to be pasted in vehicles of rule breakers under ‘Sticker Campaign’
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Raipur, Feb 06: Doctors
from the Regional Cancer
Institute at Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru
Medical College in
Raipur paid a visit to
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel at his residence
office. During this occa-
sion, the doctors, led by
Dr. Manjula Beck, in-
formed the Chief
Minister that their team
has conducted free can-
cer screening camps in
different districts of
Chhattisgarh so that peo-
ple can be diagnosed with
this terrible disease and
receive effective treat-
ment in a timely manner.

In this regard, another
free cancer screening
camp has been scheduled

for February 2 in
Mekahara. A marathon is
also being held on
February 4 by the stu-
dents and staff of Pandit

Jawaharlal Nehru
Medical College, Raipur,
to raise awareness about
cancer. On this occasion
Dr. Pradeep Chandrakar,

Dr. Rajeev Ratan Jain, Dr.
Akhilesh Sahu, Dr.
Umesh Dewangan, Dr.
Sanya Taneja, and Mr. P.
Soni were present.

Doctors of RCIR pay courtesy call on CM Baghel

Raipur, Feb 06: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
said that it is imperative
that a rural industrial poli-
cy be developed soon in
order to create more em-
ployment and self-employ-
ment opportunities in
rural areas along the lines
of the new rural industrial
policy. Baghel was address-
ing the online distribution
program of cow dung pur-
chase and dividend
amount to cattle rearing
villages, women groups,
and Gauthan committees
at his residential office
today. As part of the pro-
gram, he released an
amount of Rs 8 crore and
23 lakh online.

Addressing the function,
Chief Minister Baghel
said that the Rural
Industrial Parks (RIPA) as-
sociated with Gauthans

are becoming functional in
most of the places. Now be-
fore this work is complete,
we have to work towards
formulating rural indus-
try policy, for this, the con-
cerned department should
complete the process soon.
So that when the Rural
Industrial Parks start func-
tioning completely, the
beneficiaries associated
with them can be helped
by taking loans from the
bank and starting other
businesses.

Congratulating the
women groups associated
with Gauthan including
cattle rearers, the Chief
Minister said that it is a
very good thing that they
are continuously making

records. After payment of
8.23 cr, this figure will be-
come Rs.403.58 cr.
Similarly, after payment of
Rs 4.76 cr to cow dung ven-
dors, this figure will be Rs
206.49 cr. Expressing happi-
ness over the power units
started for power genera-
tion from cow dung, he di-
rected to connect the
power generated from
these units to the power
grid and fix the price of
electricity.

The Chief Minister stat-
ed that it is a matter of
pride that 4927 Gauthans
have become self-reliant in
the state and have begun
purchasing cow dung from
their own savings. As of

now, the Gauthan groups
that used to make earthen
lamps, vermicompost, etc.
will now be contributing
towards the production of
electricity. As per the MOU
signed for power genera-
tion in the past, Bemetara
and Bastar have taken con-
crete shape at the ground
level and Now the task of
connecting the electricity
produced by it to the power
grid and fixing the price of
the electricity produced
from it will be completed
soon. While reviewing the
unit for making paint from
cow dung, the Chief
Minister said that it is a
matter of happiness that
23 paint units are under

process in 21 districts, and
13 units have been com-
pleted. More than 17 thou-
sand liters of paint has
been produced and an in-
come of more than 22 lakh
rupees has been earned.
He said that schools and
government offices will
soon require a large
amount of paint, so we
have to produce natural
paint by balancing the de-
mand and supply so that
paint can be supplied at
the right time. Meanwhile,
Agriculture Minister
Ravindra Choubey and
Virtually present Public
Health Minister Guru
Rudra Kumar also ad-
dressed this occasion.
while, Advisor to Chief
Minister Pradeep Sharma,
Chief Secretary Mr.
Amitabh Jain, Additional
Chief Secretary Subrat
Sahoo, Secretary Dr. Ayaz
Tamboli, Director of State
Rural Livelihood Mission
Avneesh Sharan, Director
of Agriculture
Department Ranu Sahu,
Director of Horticulture
Department Matheswaran
V. and other officers were
also present.

Policies for rural industries
should begin soon: Baghel

A total of 8.23 cr have
been transferred
online to villagers,
cattle herders, 
and WSHGs under
the GNY

Raipur, Feb 06: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
reviewed the budget
preparations of his de-
partments and also of the
departments under
Cabinet Ministers
Ravindra Choubey,
Mohammad Akbar and
Kawasi Lakhma in a meet-

ing held at his official resi-
dence here on Monday.

Baghel discussed and re-
viewed the budgets of
Energy Department,
Aviation, General
Administration, Finance,
Mineral Resources, Public
Relations, Electronics and
Information Technology,

Commercial Tax (Excise),
Commerce and Industry,
Law and Legislative
Affairs Department,
Transport, Housing and
Environment, Forest and
Climate, Parliamentary
Affairs, Agriculture and
Biotechnology, Animal
Husbandry, Fisheries,
Water Resources and
Ayacut, Panchayat and
Rural Development
Department in the meet-
ing.

D e p a r t m e n t a l
Ministers, Chief
Secretary Amitabh Jain,
Additional Chief
Secretary Subrat Sahoo
and concerned officers
were present in the meet-
ing.

CM reviews the budget 
preparations of the departments 
Under him and
three other 
ministers

Including Cabinet
Ministers Ravindra
Choubey,
Mohammad Akbar
and Kawasi Lakhma 

Raipur, Feb 06: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
has paid tribute to the
great freedom fighter and
founder of ‘Swaraj Party’,
Pt. Motilal Nehru on his
death anniversary, which
falls on February 6.

Baghel said that Pt.
Motilal Nehru was one of

the important leaders of
the Indian freedom move-
ment. He gave up his law
practice on the call of
Gandhiji. Abandoning the
modern lifestyle, he start-
ed wearing Khadi. Baghel
said that his invaluable
contribution in India’s
struggle for Independence
will always be remem-
bered.

CM pays tributes to Pt Motilal Nehru 
On his death
anniversary

Raipur, Feb 06: As per the
privisions given in
Raipur’s master plan by
Raipur Development
Authority (RDA), two ten-
ders have been issued to
develop recreational facili-
ties in Kamal Vihar
Yojana (KVY). Under this,
for developing recreation-
al facilities in 25.95 acre
and 53.65 acre in Sector-3,
two tenders have been in-
vited till March 23, 2023.
The deposit for these two
tenders is Rs 46.14 cr and
61.61 cr. This particular

proposal of developing
recreational facilities in
KVY was approved in
RDA’s board of directors
meeting last on Jan 30.

According to the
Chairman RDA Subhash
Dhuppad, on development
of recreational facilitiesin
Kamal Vihar Yojana
(KVY), entire Raipur city
will be benefitted. As per
the provisions given in the
Master Plan, at the sanc-
tioned land use in the proj-
ect- sports venue, swim-
ming pool, venue for Fair
and Exhibition; Open Air
Theatre; Picnic Spot;
Garden, Shooting Range,
Birds sanctuary; Regoinal
garden, District Garden,
Sports Ground, stadium
for Traffic ground; multi-

purpose ground/ garden
and others will be devel-
oped. In addition to this in
the sanctioned land use by
eligible officer, fire-fight-
ing centre; nursery; main-
tenance of Stud Farm;
petrol pump; andn Gas
Filling centre; ‘Upahar
Grih’; foodl and all other
services related to recre-
ation and entertainment
will be provided including
building, infrastructure,
rest house, bus and rail-
way passengers waiting
room; Postal and
Telegraph office,
Multiplexs; Motel, Club,
Picnic Hub, Holiday
Resort, ‘Sanskrit and
Handicraft’ outlet; weekly
market and others will be
provided.

Recreational facilities to help
entire Raipur: Dhuppad

Tenders issued for
developing recre-
ational facilities in
KVY of RDA

Jagdalpur, Feb 06: Sarla
Tiwari, a senior Congress
leader and currently the
jail commission’s supervi-
sor, has been ap-
pointed the presi-
dent of the
Women’s District
C o n g r e s s
Committee (WDCC)
Urban by the Bastar
C o n g r e s s
Committee. Whereas,
Champa Thakur has been
appointed as WDCC
Bastar District Rural
President. Champa
Thakur has been active in
Congress for a long time.

On the instructions of
Chhattisgarh PMC In-
charge Sunita Sherawat,
new appointments have
been made to the posts of
women district heads in
all the districts of

Chhattisgarh. After the
end of the tenure of 5
years of the previous of-
fice bearers, now new peo-

ple have been given
a chance in many
districts.

Sarla Tiwari,
president of the
newly elected
WDCC said that she
has been devoted to

the Congress party for the
last 20 years. This time
again the Congress
Committee has given her
the responsibility, for
which she is grateful. She
said that in the interest of
the party and the workers,
she will fulfill the respon-
sibilities for the said post
as per the intention of the
Chief Minister and as per
the orders of the District
Congress Committee.

Sarla Tiwari appointed WDCC

(urban) District President 

Raipur, Feb 06: As per
the directions of Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, Gauthans estab-
lished for the protection
and promotion of live-
stock in the state are
being transformed into
rural industrial parks.
Along with various in-
come-generating activi-
ties, the production of
natural paint from cow
dung has also been start-

ed in Gauthans. At pres-
ent, 13 units have been
set up in Gauthans for
manufacturing natural
paint, out of which 12
units have been started.

A total of two such
units have been estab-
lished in Raipur district,
one unit each in Kanker,
Durg, Balod, Korba,
Bemetara, Surajpur,
Bastar, Korea,
Kondagaon, Dantewada
and Bijapur districts.
Except for the unit set
up in Korea district,
paint production has
started in the rest of the
units. A total of 7255
liters of natural paint
has been produced so far
by the two units estab-
lished in Gauthans of
Raipur district. Kanker
district ranks second in
the production of natu-
ral paint with 6059 liters

of natural paint pro-
duced here. Besides, 100
liters each of natural
paint has been produced
in Balod and Korba dis-
tricts, 300 liters in
Bemetara, 500 liters in
Surajpur, 120 liters in
Bastar district, 400 liters
in Kondagaon, 1102
liters in Dantewada and
200 liters in Bijapur. A
total of 17, 936 liters of
natural paint has been
produced in the state so
far. An income of Rs
22.51 lakh has been
earned from the sale of
9, 622 liters of natural
paint. The establish-
ment of units for mak-
ing natural paint from
cow dung is in the final
stage in 29 identified
Gauthans of 28 districts
of the state. Production
of natural paint will
start here soon.

12 units for manufacturing natural paint started
From cow dung in
Gauthans

About 17,936 lts 
of natural paint 
produced so far

Income of Rs 22.51
lakh generated
from the sale of 
natural paint

Jagdalpur, Feb 06:
Bharatiya Janata Party
District Working
Committee meeting was
held in Lohandiguda
Mandal in Chitrakot on
Saturday. In which the
strategy and outline of
the upcoming action plan
was prepared by review-
ing point-by-point the
completed works of the
organization. Keeping in
view the assembly elec-
tions to be held after nine
months, a call was given
to the workers to enter
the field with the resolve
of victory by making a
policy of throwing all the
energy in the polling sta-
tions.

The meeting was inau-
gurated by the invited
guests by garlanding the

oil painting of Bharat
Mata, Dr. Shyama Prasad
Mukherjee, Pt.
Deendayal Upadhyay and
lighting the lamp. The in-
troduction and presiden-
tial address was given by
BJP District President
Rup Singh Madavi.
Madavi said that every
program received from
the organization at the
state level should be com-
pleted seriously on time.
Strengthening polling
stations is the first priori-
ty. More and more pro-
grams should be conduct-
ed at the booth level, such
successful efforts should
be made.

Former MP Dinesh
Kashyap said that in view
of the assembly elections,
every energetic worker of

the BJP should fulfill the
responsibility of taking
the welfare schemes of
the central government
to every house. Make the
schemes of the Center ac-
cessible to the beneficiar-
ies, as well as expose the
mal-governance and false
promises of the Congress
government to the public.

Taking information
from the workers about
the works done at the
booth level, District co-in-
charge Sevakram Netam
said that this is the time
to go and work with the
people only. To whom the
organization has entrust-
ed the responsibility, all
of them should complete
the tasks with full respon-
sibility.

Former State General

Secretary Kiran Dev said
that the program of ‘Mor
Awas Mor Adhikar’
should be taken forward
seriously. Due to the bi-
ased attitude of the
Congress government,
the task of filling applica-
tions from each and every
beneficiary who has been
deprived of housing
should be on a war-foot-
ing.

Srinivas Maddi read
out the political resolu-
tion passed by the State
Working Committee in
the meeting. District con-
vener Maniram Kashyap
kept the point-wise infor-
mation about ‘Mor Awas
Mor Adhikar’ pro-
gramme. Rakesh Tiwari
gave details on discussion
program on examination
and Shridhar Ojha on
Mann Ki Baat pro-
gramme. Dr. Subhau
Kashyap and Lachuram
Kashyap also addressed
the working committee
meeting. The programme
was coordinated by
Ramashray Singh and
the vote of thanks was
done by Narasimha Rao.

All the members of
BJP district working
committee including
Baiduram Kashyap,
Samundsai Kutch,
Yogendra Paday,
Vedprakash Paday,
Rajneesh Panigrahi, VR
Rajput, Babul Nag, Lalita
Baghel, Dipti Paday, Sita
Bai, Nirdesh Diwan,
Raituram, A Janaki Rao,
Narsingh Thakur and
other workers were 
present.

Workers enter the electoral fray 
with victory resolve: BJP Masturi, Feb 06: The con-

ference of journalists of
Chhattisgarh Working
Journalist Union
(CWJU)Tehsil unit
Masturi was organized at
Malhar Status Rest House
on Sunday. In which for-
mer MLA Dilip Lahariya
was present as the chief
guest. He said that jour-
nalists are the mirror of
the society, doing journal-
ism at the village level is
very complicated and it is
our responsibility to coop-
erate in their work.

He also threw light on
the beneficial schemes run
by the state government in
the interest of the journal-
ists of the state.

At the same time, he re-
quested the journalists
present to air the work
being done in the public

interest by the state gov-
ernment from time to
time. Santosh Thakur
threw light on the activi-

ties of the organization
and appealed all the jour-
nalists to join the division-
al level press conference to

be held in Mungeli on Feb
8. Sangh’s patron Om
Prakash Pandey expressed
his opinion about the ac-
tivities of the organization
being conducted at the
block-level and suggested
all the journalist col-
leagues to do fair journal-
ism. On this occasion, sen-
ior journalists Basant
Bansal, Krishnapal Dev
Khatkar, Suresh Dubey,
Hari Shankar Pandey,
Jagannath Prasad Netam,
Santosh Mishra, Uday
Singh Thakur, Nanku
Sahu, Sunhar Ram
Chandel, Durga Prajapati,
Sanjay Pandey, Krishna
Kumar Chandel, Harsh
Kedia, Ganesh Prasad
Tiwari, Ajit Rathore,
Surya Prakash Ghritlahre
and other journalists were
present.

CWJU Tehsil-level conf held



75 students from Ch’garh & Odisha participate in workshop 

Central Chronicle News

Geedam/Dantewada, Feb
06: Dr APJ Abdul Kalam
Satellite Launch Vehicle
Mission 2023 has been
launched by Dr. APJ Abdul
Kalam International
Foundation, House of
Kalam in collaboration
with Space Zone India and
Martin Group. Recently
this program was officially
launched by the Governor
of Telangana Dr Tamilisai
Sundararajan. 150 Pico

satellites are being
launched through rockets
together participation of
the students of schools and
colleges across the country.

On this occasion, a one-
day workshop on satellite
and rocketry was organ-
ized by Astha Vidya
Mandir English Medium
School (AVMEMS)
Jawanga at  auditorium in
Jawanga, Geedam of
Dantewada district. The
chief guest  Pramod
Thakur District Education
Officer Dantewada, special
guests  Shyamlal Sori
District Mission
Coordinator, APC Rajendra
Pandey, Sheikh Rafiq Block
Education Officer Geedam,
Bhavani Punem Assistant
Block Education Officer
Geedam and Gopal Pandey
Principal were present in
the program.

They said that now
Dantewada will have a new
identity in the field of
space and rocketry, which
will set a world record. Dr.
APJ Abdul Kalam
International Foundation
General Secretary Milind

Chowdhary said that on
the occasion of the coun-
try's 75th Independence
Day, a pico satellite rocket
made by a total of 75 stu-
dents from the states of
Chhattisgarh and Odisha
will be launched, whose
standard will be registered
in World Book of Records,
Asia Book of Records,
India Book of Records,
Assist Book of Records.

Its full details will be
handed over to the
President of India
Draupadi Murmu and
Prime Minister of India
Narendra Modi. Workshop
organizer Chhattisgarh
and Odisha State Co-ordi-
nator Amujuri Biswanath
said that Dantewada is the
first district in the country

from Chhattisgarh where
maximum 75 students are
participating in Dr. APJ
Abdul Kalam Satellite
Launch Vehicle Mission
2023 at free of cost.

A total of 75 students i.e.
from Dantewada district of
Chhattisgarh, 22 students
of Astha Vidya Mandir, 4
students of SAGES Karli, 4
students of SAGES Hindi
Dantewada, 5 students of
Government Girls Higher
Secondary School Geedam,
5 students of Kasturba
Gandhi Balika Vidyalaya
Geedam, 4 students of
Saksham Residential
Campus Jawanga, 11 stu-
dents of NMDC DAV
Polytechnic College
Jawanga, 4 students of
Government Model College

Jawanga, 2 students of
SVGES Jagdalpur, 3 stu-
dents of SAGES Janjgiri
Durg, 1 student of
Government Kuldeep
Nigam Higher Secondary
School Narra
Mahasamund and 5 stu-
dents of Government High
School Kotpad and 5 stu-
dents of Government Girls
High School Kotpad from
Odisha are involved in this
mission.

While demonstrating
satellite integration and
rocketry, technical master
trainers Manisha Tai
Choudhari and Aditya
Choudhari informed that
pico satellites are installed
at a height of 10 km from
the earth. This will happen
for the first time in the

world when 150 pico satel-
lites will be launched si-
multaneously, then a world
record will be established.

The data collected by
these satellites will be used
to gather information
about oxygen, ozone and
other gases present in the
atmosphere. Dr. Kalam fol-
lowers and PGT of Astha
Vidya Mandir Jawanga,
Amujuri Biswanath, stu-
dents Amit Nag and Rahul
Markam were honored
with Excellence Award by
APJM Sheikh Dawood and
APJM Sheikh Salim from
Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam
International Foundation
for special work.

In this workshop,
Mahesh Rajput, Nikhil
Jambulkar, anchor
Jitendra Chauhan, cluster
coordinators Nitin
Vishwakarma, Pradeep
Garg, Yogesh Soni,
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t
Raviprakash Thakur, HM
Farhana Rizvi, Mahendra
Mandvi, teachers of select-
ed schools, parents and 75
students were present in
this program.

Distributors, social works felicitated

Central Chronicle News

KKoorrbbaa,,  FFeebb  0066::  A journalist's fe-
licitation programme was organ-
ised by Chhattisgarh Journalist
Welfare Union (CJWU) at CRC
Club, Manikpur last on Feb 3. On
this occasion State President
CJWU Amit Gautam, State Gen.
Secy. KK Goyal, State V-P
Mahesh Acharya, State Jt. Secy.
Tilka Sahu were present.  Chief
Guest of the programme
Tanakhar MLA Mohitram
Kerketta had to leave because of
urged call from CM in Raipur
and in his place asked Mukesh
Chouhan to represent him>
Special guest on teh occasio was
Director Geeta Devi Hospital Dr
Sandhya Kashyap, TI Kotawali
thana Korba Rupak Sharma. On
this occasion CWJU Patron JK
Chanda, 

Convener BK Mishra, District

President Vijay Lal, District Gen.
Secy. Pradeep Mishra and
Treasurer Simon Francis were
present on the dais. The pro-
gramme began with lighting of
traditional lamp before Goddess
Saraswati and garlanding the
photo of 'Chhattisgarhia ma-
hatari'.  TI Kotwali Thana Korba
Rupak Sharma in his address
hailed the important role of jour-
nalists in the society and added
that with such programmes,
there is always some curiosity
among social workers and
young children to perform.
State V-P Mahesh Acharya

hailed the performance of office
bearers of CWJU in Korba dis-
trict. CWJU also organises pro-
grammes at state-level and the
journalists being felicitated in
Korba is indeed appreciable.
Special Guest Geeta Devi
Hospital Dr Sandhya Kashyap
also hailed the works of CWJU
Korba unit. Gautam in his ad-
dress gave information about
programmes organised in other
parts of the state and other dis-
tricts and hailed the felicitation
of newspaper distributors.  He
informed that CWJU is function-
al in all parts of the state and it

keeps organising social pro-
gramme frequently. State Gen.
SEcy. also hailed the felicitation
programme and informed that
CWJU has organised blood do-
nation and other such pro-
grammes. 

District President Vijay Lal in
his address said that objective
behind holding such pro-
grammes is to create public
awareness. There is no dearth of
talent in Korba district and if
they get a platform, then it will
be bring their hidden talent for-
ward and pass on good message
to the society.

Central Chronicle News

Konta, Feb 06: World
Cancer Day is celebrated
every year on Feb 4 to
achieve the goal of educat-
ing and motivating people
about its prevention, early
detection and treatment.

Deputy Collector Ajay
Modiyam, BEO Konta S.K.
Deep Morning assembly at
Swami Atmanand
Excellent English Medium
School, Konta in the pres-
ence of SK Deep, on Beg-
less Day Saturday, stu-
dents of Arpa Blue House
presented a skit to bring
awareness about cancer.

During this, the stu-
dents gave attractive and
mesmerizing presenta-
tions. During this, the

head teacher of the insti-
tution Srinivas Vasu and
all the staff were present.

Deputy Collector Ajay
Modiam, BEO SK Deep
was welcomed by the stu-
dents with bouquets made
by themselves. Srinivas
Vasu, the head teacher of
the institution told that
every Saturday various
events are held in Swami

Atmanand English
Medium School, the stu-
dents of the institution are
divided into four houses
and various competitions
are organized for their all-
round development.

On the occasion of
World Cancer Day on Feb
4, the students of Arpa
Blue House gave a mes-
sage to be aware of the dis-

eases caused by intoxica-
tion.

Addressing the pro-
gram, Deputy Collector
Ajay Modiyam said that
such events develop cre-
ative abilities in the stu-
dents. Present on this oc-
casion, BEO S.K. Deep en-
couraged the students by
giving examples of many
inspiring incidents.

Seer Swami Nishchalanand
Saraswati arriving on Feb 9

Central Chronicle News

Kawardha, Feb 06: There
is lot of enthusiasm
among the spiritual fol-
lowers and disciples of the
Seer of Govardhanmath
Jagannathpuri- Jagatguru
Shankara-charya Swami
N i s h c h a l a - n a n d
Swarawati who has left on
his journey for promotion
and protection of Sanatan
culture of the country.

The residents of Gram
Ranvirpur of
Kabirdhaam district are
eagerly waiting to accord

warm welcome to the
Religious and Spiritual
Guru on his arrival and
are making preparations
at their own level through
different mediums.

It is approximately
after 7 years that Seer
Shankaracharya will be
arriving to Kabirdhaam
district and due to which
there is lot of enthusiasm
and new energy among
his followers and devotees
and seeing which there
are chances of arrival of
followers and disciples
from all over the state.

It is notable here that
Shankaracharya Swami
Nishchalanand Saraswati
will be addressing here
'Dharmsabha' and giving
information in this re-
gard Bhawana Bohara in-

formed that he will be ar-
riving here on Feb 9 in the
evening and on Feb 10-11
there will be massive
'Dharmsabha' and con-
vention in Gram
Ranvirpur.

The people of the vil-
lage and district and the
devotees are busy in mak-
ing best of the prepara-
tions to accord warm wel-
come to him, along with
members of 'Samayojak
Adityavahini- Anandva-
hini' as well and make it a
historical and grand wel-
come. A meeting in this

regard was held among
the villagers and the or-
ganisers and responsibili-
ties were delegated to all
concerned.

Bhawana Bohara said
that the people of
Kabirdhaam district are
all enthuasiastic to hear
and get the blessings of
the Seer who is torch-
bearer and protector of
Indian culture, 'Sanatan
Dharm' and faith in
Hinduism. It is an honour
for all that Seer is arriv-
ing on this land after
seven years, she added.

Surprise inspection
of Bagless day 

Central Chronicle News

Bijapur, Feb 06: On
Saturday, Bagless Day, a
surprise inspection was
done by District Education
Officer (DEO) B.R. Baghel
in the re-operated primary
school of Panganpal.

Appreciating the efforts
being made in the re-run
school, the campus was in-
spected and the teacher
was asked to make a list of
basic requirement and
give it in writing and as-
sured to solve it soon.

While talking to the chil-
dren, Mr. Baghel appreci-
ated the teachers while as-
sessing their language and
numeracy level.
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To hold ‘Dharm-Sabha’ in Gram Ranvirpur on Feb 10-11

World Cancer Day celebrated in SAGEMS
Students gave the
message on cancer
awareness

By CWJU in CRC 
Club Korba

Maoists kill local BJP
functionary 

Central Chronicle News

Bijapur, Feb 06:
Maoists hacked to death
a 40-year-old Bharatiya
Janata Party func-
tionary in Bijapur dis-
trict while he was at-
tending a wedding func-
tion, police said on
Monday.

The incident took
place on Sunday in
Paikram village where
the victim, Neelkanth
Kakem, who was the
president of Awapalli
mandal of the BJP, had
gone with his family to
attend the marriage of a
relative, Inspector
General of Police (Bastar
range) Sundarraj P said.

"When Kakem was
busy with the function at
the venue, some uniden-
tified Maoists suddenly
attacked him with sharp
edged weapons. He died
on the spot," the official
said. Soon after being
alerted, a police team
went to the spot and the

body was sent for post-
mortem, he said.

The exact reason be-
hind the murder was yet
to be ascertained, the of-
ficial said. Security per-
sonnel have launched a
search in the area to
trace the assailants, he
said.

About the incident
The incident took place on Sunday in Paikram

village where the victim, Neelkanth Kakem, who
was the president of Awapalli mandal of the BJP,
had gone with his family to attend the marriage of
a relative.When Kakem was busy with the func-
tion at the venue, some unidentified Maoists sud-
denly attacked him with sharp edged weapons. He
died on the spot. Soon after being alerted, a police
team went to the spot and the body was sent for
post-mortem.

‘Start saving our wetlands - before it’s too late’

Central Chronicle News

MMaahhaassaammuunndd  FFeebb  0066::
Conservation of wetlands is
very essential when it comes to
maintaining the ecological bal-
ance and addressing the prob-
lems of climate change.
Spreading awareness among
the people is the key tool for
this. In view of this,
Mahasamund Forest Division
under Forest and Climate
Change Department organized
public awareness program at
Van Chetna Kendra situated in
Patwa of Mahasamund in col-

laboration with Green Club and
Kalinga University, Naya Raipur.
On this occasion, the university
and school students gave the
message of environmental pro-
tection to the people by running
a cleanliness drive. They col-
lected around 285 kg of garbage
and deposited it in the munici-
pality for proper disposal.

It is noteworthy that World
Wetlands Day is observed every
year on February 2 to create
awareness about the need for
wetlands conservation.
Wetlands include both natural

and man-made sites such as
lakes, swamps, mangroves, salt
pans, tidal flats and reservoirs.
This year's World Wetlands Day
theme is 'Wetland restoration'
to ensure that wetlands func-
tion properly and maintain en-
vironmental stability. 

Wetland is considered very
suitable for an ecological and
healthy environment. Keeping
this in mind, an action plan is
being prepared in a phased
manner for the development of
wetlands in Chhattisgarh on the
instructions of Chief Minister

Mr. Bhupesh Baghel. There are
a total of 35 thousand 534 wet-
lands in Chhattisgarh. The sur-
vey is being conducted in 27
wetlands of Chhattisgarh keep-
ing in view the habitat develop-
ment of migratory and local
birds visiting these wetlands
under the able guidance 
of Forest Minister Mr.
Mohammad Akbar. 

Collector Nileshkumar
Mahadev Kshirsagar was the
Chief Guest of the program.
Vice Chancellor of Kalinga
University, Dr. R.K. Sridhar at-

tended the program as the spe-
cial guest and told the students
about the importance of water
bodies for a healthy future and
inspired them to conserve wet-
lands. Mr. Nilesh Kumar appre-
ciated the efforts of Mr.Pankaj
Rajput, Divisional Forest Officer
of Mahasamund for taking such
an initiative for the betterment
of the society.

In the program, Mr. Dilsher
Khan, a vulture expert from
Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh, kept
his word through a game
among the students. This was
followed by an interaction ses-
sion with the local people and
certificates were distributed to
the students. A large number of
students from the Kalinga
University of Nava Raipur,
Shyam Vidya Mandir of
Mahasamund, Shyam Balaji
College, Maa Gayatri Higher
Secondary School, Gyananjali
Public School and Eklavya
Residency School, Bhoring were
present on occasion.

Public awareness
prog organised on
World Wetlands 
Day-2023
Conservation of 
wetlands essential
for the betterment
of ecosystem

In the name of Dr. APJ
Abdul Kalam Satellite
Launch Vehicle 
Mission-2023 in
Jawanga
150 Pico Satellite launch
mark in World Book of
Records, Asia Book of
Records, India Book of
Records, Assist Book of
Records.
Dantewada is the first
district in the country
from Ch'garh where
max. 75 students are in
Dr. Kalam Satellite
Mission at free of cost.
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BRIEF

Bribery 
Jabalpur: A Madhya
Pradesh cooperative
department employee
was held on Monday
for allegedly demand-
ing and accepting a
bribe of Rs 20,000 in
Jabalpur, a Lokayukta
police official said.
The accused, a reader
in the department,
had sought a bribe
from a man to issue
his appointment order
as manager of an es-
tablishment under the
department,
Lokayukta Deputy
Superintendent of
Police Surekha
Parmar told PTI.

Injured 
Jammu: A 15-year-old
boy was injured in a
landmine blast along
the Line of Control
(LoC) in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Poonch dis-
trict on Monday,
sources said.
Mohammad Shoaib
was grazing his cattle
as the landmine ex-
ploded in the forward
area, they said.

Rob
New Delhi: Five
men, two of them
food delivery execu-
tives, were arrested
for allegedly robbing
Rs 32 lakh from a
man at gunpoint
near Hedgewar hos-
pital in east Delhi,
police said on
Monday. The accused
have been identified
as Rihaan, 28, and
Nazim, 27, both resi-
dents of Uttar
Pradesh, and Ansaar
alias Aahad Khan, 30,
Rahul Verma, 20, and
Aakash, 25, all resi-
dents of Delhi, they
said. On January 29,
police got informa-
tion regarding a rob-
bery of Rs 32 lakh
near Hedgewar
Hospital. The com-
plainant said that
three people came on
a bike, hit him with
the butt of the pistol
and robbed him of
his bag that had Rs 32
lakh in it, a senior po-
lice officer said.

Shop fire
Kolkata: A fire
broke out in an auto-
mobile tyre shop at
Chowringhee Road
here on Monday
morning, officials
said. Four fire ten-
ders were rushed to
the spot to bring the
blaze under control,
they said. Four peo-
ple, who were inside
the shop, have been
rescued, the officials
said, adding, they
did not suffer any
injury.

Shot dead 
Chandigarh: A for-
mer village head was
shot dead by a group
of assailants in
Punjab’s Batala, police
said on Monday. The
assailants opened fire
at Swaran Singh at his
residence in village
Dahiya on Sunday
night. Singh was
rushed to the civil hos-
pital where he was de-
clared brought dead,
said police. Police sus-
pect old enmity led to
the murder.

WB CM Mamata Banerjee
being conferred D. Lit by
Governor C V Ananda Bose
and Vice-Chancellor John
Felix Raj during the 4th
convocation ceremony of
the St. Xavier’s University,
in Kolkata, Monday.

Banka (Bihar), Feb 06 (PTI)

Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar on Monday
asserted that the JD(U)’s re-
alignment with the BJP
half a decade ago, which
came to an abrupt end last
year, had been to the detri-
ment of his party.

The JD(U) leader was re-
plying to queries from jour-
nalists in Banka district,
which he visited as part of
the Samadhan Yatra’ mass
outreach programme.

He was asked about the
“open letter” to the party
cadre from disgruntled par-
liamentary board chief
Upendra Kushwaha, who
has convened a two-day
meeting next week to dis-
cuss the “gradual erosion of
support base” of the JD(U)
and anxieties over a ru-
moured “deal” with the

RJD, its current ally.
A visibly peeved Kumar

sought to remind
Kushwaha that the latter
has been always rewarded
by the party despite having
ditched it repeatedly and “if
he keeps airing his griev-
ances in public then it will
be construed as he has
other plans for himself”.

When asked whether he
thought Kushwaha was
forcing his hand at the
BJP’s behest, Kumar
replied cryptically, “You
can draw your conclusions.
How much publicity this af-
fair is getting I have never
seen such spotlight on my
party”.

However, the wily leader
indicated that he was giv-
ing a long rope to the in-
transigent party func-
tionary saying, “I have said
it and so has our national
president that nobody
needs to react to whatever
he (Kushwaha) says”. He,
however, ridiculed
Kushwaha for the repeated
claim that the party was
growing weak, pointing out
that “our recent member-
ship drive swelled the
party ranks like never be-
fore”.

“The only instance when
the party did suffer harm
was during our alliance in
2017,” said Kumar, in an ob-
vious reference to the BJP
which he did not mention
by name. Recounting the
2019 Lok Sabha polls which
JD(U) and BJP contested
together, along with late
Ram Vilas Paswan’s LJP
and the clean sweep made
by the NDA, Kumar re-
ferred to the trajectory fol-
lowed by the saffron party
thereafter. “We had asked
for three to four berths (in
the Union cabinet) but they
said they will not give more
than one, so we did not
join. In the assembly polls
(in 2020) we supported
them but the way a cam-
paign was run against our
(JDU) candidates has there
been any such precedent?”
asked Kumar.

‘JD(U) suffered after 
allying with BJP in 2017’

Nitish Kumar

ELECTION MANIFESTO

Congress leader Sudip Roy Barman along with others releases party’s manifesto for
the upcoming Tripura Assembly elections, in Agartala, Monday.

New Delhi, Feb 06 (PTI) 

The Booker Prize win-
ning feat of Geetanjali
Shree and Daisy Rockwell
is quite an inspiration for
British Council’s transla-
tion programmes in India
and these schemes aim at
bringing more Geetanjali
Shrees to the world, says
the UK organisation’s new
India head Alison Barrett.

Talking at length about
various literary and cul-
tural initiatives as part of
the India-UK Together,
Season of Culture (June
2022 - March 2023), Barrett
said these look forward to
strengthening artistic col-
laboration, skills and net-
works for the creative

economies of both the
countries.

“We are quite inspired
by the work of Geetanjali
Shree and Daisy Rockwell
and the success they have
had. It is a brilliant mo-
ment for India as well as
the UK. We are hoping that

we can try and bring out
more Geetanjali Shrees to
the world,” Barrett told
PTI in an interview.

The British Council is
supporting PEN
Translates, a project by
English PEN to encourage
the translation of Indian
literature and build a foun-
dation for translators
working with UK publish-
ers.

In addition to showcas-
ing writers from all over
India, including Dalit writ-
ers, at a number of festi-
vals in India and the UK,
the project enables Indian
and UK publishers to ac-
quire more work in trans-
lation to English from var-
ious Indian languages.

‘Hope our translation programmes
produce more Geetanjali Shrees’

Mumbai, Feb 06 (PTI) 

A court here has sen-
tenced a businessman to
three months’ simple im-
prisonment, 12 years after
his pet Rottweiler dog bit a
man, observing if reason-
able care is not taken
while going out with such
an aggressive canine, then
it is “certainly harmful for
the public”. In such types
of cases where there is a
question of public safety,
“leniency is unwarrant-
ed”, Metropolitan magis-
trate, Girgaon court, N A
Patel, said in the order
passed on January 3. The
court found the dog owner,

Cyrus Percy Hormusji
(44), guilty of offences
under Indian Penal Code
Sections 289 (negligent
conduct with respect to an-
imal) and 337 (causing
hurt by act endangering
life or personal safety of
others). The detailed order
was available on Sunday.

The incident took place
in May 2010 when the the
victim, Kersi Irani, and
Hormusji were arguing
over a property dispute
while standing near the
latter’s car at Nepean Sea
Road in Mumbai.

Hormusji’s pet dog was
inside the car and trying
to get out of the vehicle.

In spite of the request to
not open the car door, the
accused (Hormusji)
opened it due to which the

dog came out and directly
attacked the informant
(Irani), the prosecution
said. The canine bit Irani
twice on his right leg and
once on his right hand, it
added. The court in its
order held the accused
was aware this dog is of a
“very aggressive breed”.

“Therefore, reasonable
care was expected from
him. The age of the in-
formant is 72 years, at
such an old age the strong
and aggressive dog at-
tacked him and took three
bites,” the court said.

“When the person like
the accused, who is a
grown up man, was going
in the public place with
such an aggressive dog, if
reasonable care is not
taken then certainly it is

harmful for the public,”
the magistrate observed.

Rottweiler dogs are fa-
mous “for being powerful
and having forceful bite,”
the court noted.

They are capable of gen-
erating a bite of up to 328
PSI (pound per square
inch). They are one of the
strongest breeds of dogs, it
added. The accused was
the owner of the said dog.
Therefore, he was certain-
ly having knowledge about
the aggression of said dog,
the court said. “In spite of
that he has not taken suffi-
cient care or order there-
with to guard against pub-
lic danger to human life.
Therefore, he has commit-
ted the offence punishable
under Section 289 of the
IPC,” it said.

Dog owner gets 3-month imprisonment 

Hyderabad, Feb 06 (PTI) 

In a setback to the
Telangana government, the
High Court on Monday dis-
missed its plea challenging
the decision of a single judge
to transfer to CBI, the investi-
gation into the case of alleged
attempt to poach BRS MLAs,
from the Special Investigation
Team (SIT) formed by it.

A division bench of the
High Court comprising Chief
Justice Ujjal Bhuyan and
Justice N Tukaramji con-
firmed the orders passed by
the single judge and dis-
missed the batch of writ ap-
peals filed by the government
and others, on the ground of
maintainability. A single

judge of the High Court on
December 26, 2022 ordered
transfer of the investigation
into the case of alleged con-
spiracy to poach four BRS
MLAs to the CBI, from the SIT
of the state police.

The High Court had then
also quashed the government
order to constitute the SIT
and the investigation so far
carried out by it and also the
probe done by an Assistant
Commissioner of Police in
the initial stage.

After this, the state govern-
ment and others filed writ ap-
peals against the single judge
order. However, the High
Court division bench today
upheld the orders passed by
the single judge and dis-
missed the appeals. It also re-

fused to stay its order when
state government counsel re-
quested for suspension of the
order to enable it to approach
the Supreme Court. The order
now paves way for the CBI to
proceed with the investiga-
tion. The central agency has
already issued letters to the
Telangana Chief Secretary re-
questing to furnish all rele-
vant material in the case.
Three people —
Ramachandra Bharati alias
Satish Sharma, Nandu
Kumar and Simhayaji Swamy
— were already named as ac-
cused (A1 to A3) in the case
after a complaint was lodged
by BRS MLA Pilot Rohith
Reddy, among four legislators,
against them on October 
26, 2022.

Setback to T’gana govt
after HC dismisses its pleaNew Delhi, Feb 06 (PTI) 

Uttar Pradesh Deputy
Chief Minister Keshav
Prasad Maurya, a promi-
nent OBC face of the BJP
in the state, on Monday
said RSS chief Mohan
Bhagwat’s comment on
the caste system in Hindu
society is a “guidance for
us”.

Addressing an event in
Mumbai on Sunday,
Bhagwat has said every-
one is equal in the eyes of
God and no caste or sect
exists before him.

All these things were
created by priests which is
wrong, he had said.

“I am a Swayamsevak
(volunteer) of the RSS and
when our revered
Sarsanghchalak (RSS
chief) says something, we
consider it a ‘margdar-
shan’ (guidance) for us,”
Maurya told PTI in the
Parliament House

Complex when asked
about Bhagwat’s remarks.

He, however, refused to
make any further com-
ment. “It will be inappro-
priate for me to make any
comment on the remarks
of the revered
Sarsanghchalak.”

Opposition leaders,
however, targeted the RSS
and the rul-
ing BJP, say-
i n g
Bhagwat’s statement
should reflect in action
and work culture of his
outfit and that of BJP gov-
ernments.

“Mohan Bhagwat’s
statement is just a state-
ment. One can relish it
when it reflects in your ac-
tions and work culture. It’s
not seen in your work cul-
ture. (Centre is) sitting on
the caste census,” RJD’s
Rajya Sabha MP Manoj
Jha told PTI, when asked
for a reaction to the RSS

chief ’s comment.
He asked Bhagwat to en-

force a culture which
could end “caste atrocities
and inequality” in the
country.

“In the sea of inequality,
you have made five islands
of prosperity. One of the
islands is Hindenburg,
which is exposing the gov-

ernment a
bit. End
that,” the

RJD leader said, apparent-
ly demanding that the RSS
chief ensure that action is
taken against allegations
of financial fraud against
the Adani Group.

The business giant has
rejected all allegations
made by the US-based
short seller.

Reacting to Bhagwat’s
remark, Congress MP
Digvijay Singh sought to
know from the RSS chief
which of the Hindu scrip-
tures are “lying” about the

existence of cast system.
“He has said the scrip-

tures are lying. We want to
ask Mohan Bhagwat
which of the scriptures
are lying,” the Congress
leader told PTI when
asked for his reaction on
the RSS chief ’s remark.

BJP MP from
Rajasthan’s Alwar Balak
Nath termed Bhagwat’s
remark “truth” and al-
leged it is the Congress
which divides people on
the lines of caste for politi-
cal gains.

“He (Bhagwat) has
talked about Sanatan.
There is no mention of
any caste system in
Sanatan. People brought
in the caste system based
on their work,” he told PTI
when asked for his com-
ment. Bhagwat’s reflec-
tions on Sanatan dharma
and the caste system is
“absolutely correct”, he
said.

UP DyCM Maurya on RSS chief’s remark on caste system

PROTEST RALLY

Tribal people from Aarey colony and other adjoining areas of Mumbai take part in 
a protest over their land rights near Bandra Collector’s office, in Mumbai, Monday.

Mumbai, Feb 06 (PTI) 

A 54-year-old man from
the city has approached
the Bombay High Court
alleging medical negli-
gence at the civic-run
COVID-19 jumbo centre
and seeking Rs 36 lakh
compensation for the or-
deal he underwent.

Deepak Shah, a resi-
dent of suburban
Andheri, recently filed a
petition seeking compen-
sation for medical negli-
gence, incompetent and
improper medical treat-
ment by the doctors at the
BKC jumbo covid hospital
run by the
B r i h a n m u m b a i
Municipal Corporation in
suburban Bandra.

According to the plea,
Shah had undergone her-

nia operation a few days
before testing positive for
coronavirus and was ad-
mitted to the BKC jumbo
centre.

The petitioner alleged
that doctors did not treat
him well medically, due to
which he developed infec-
tion and had to undergo
two more surgeries.

The petition is likely to
come up for hearing on
February 9 before a divi-
sion bench of the high
court.

As per the plea, Shah
had undergone hernia op-
eration in March 2021. In
the surgery, doctors had
inserted a mesh in his ab-
domen area, which re-
quired post-surgery care
for six months.

In April 2021, the peti-
tioner tested positive for
coronavirus, following
which he was quaran-
tined and admitted to the
BKC jumbo centre.

Man moves HC alleging
medical negligence 

Ranchi, Feb 06 (PTI) 

Suspended Congress MLA
Irfan Ansari on Monday ap-
peared before the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) here in connection with
the cash seizure case. Ansari

reached zonal office of the
federal agency here around
11 am in connection with its
investigation into the cash
seized from a car in which he
was travelling along with

party MLAs Rajesh
Kachchap and Naman Bixal,
an official said. The three
MLAs were arrested by the
West Bengal Police after Rs
49 lakh in cash was seized
from their vehicle in Howrah
district in July last year.

Suspended Cong MLA appears before ED 

New Delhi, Feb 06 (PTI) 

The 22nd Bharat Rang
Mahotsav will stage over
80 plays in the national
capital and nine other
cities, starting February
14, the National School of
Drama (NSD) announced
on Monday.

Opening here in Delhi
with the famous Bengali
play “Jagannath” by
Kolkata-based theatre
group Chetana, the annual
international theatre festi-
val will showcase a diverse
bouquet of plays as part of
the ongoing ‘Amrit
Mahotsav of
Independence’. “We have
scrutinised a list of top-
notch plays, selecting from
960 submissions, includ-
ing international entries.
Due to the outbreak of the
COVID-19 pandemic, we
had to halt the invitation
process for the foreign par-

ticipants given their safety
concerns,” said professor
Ramesh Chandra Gaur, di-
rector of NSD, in a state-
ment. “Jagannath”, an
adaptation of Lu Xun’s
Chinese novella “The True
Story of Ah-Q”, directed
by Arun Mukhopadhyay,
is widely considered as
one of the legendary pro-
ductions of Bengali the-
atre. Hosting as many as 10
traditional plays in Delhi,
the festival will run paral-
lelly in Jaipur,
Rajahmundry, Ranchi,
Guwahati, Jammu,
Srinagar, Bhopal, Nashik
and Kevadia.

“The Institution seeks to
nurture the growth of new
folk talents through the
platform of 22 nd BRM. So
we have made an effort to
accommodate as many
young theatre aficionados
as we can,” added Gaur.

The 13-day festival will
include plays in English,
Hindi, and other lan-
guages.

22nd Bharat Rang Mahotsav to open
with Bengali classic ‘Jagannath’ 

CASH HAUL CASE

Alison Barrett

12 years after 
canine bit man

GUIDANCE FOR US

Over transfer 
of case to CBI

BRS MLAs POACHING CASE

On Feb 14

At BMC-run 
COVID-19 centre
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Los Angeles, Feb 06 (PTI)

Music composer Ricky
Kej, based out of
Bengaluru, has won his
third Grammy Award for
the album ‘Divine Tides’
and dedicated the honour
to his home country, India.

The US-born musician
shared the award with
Stewart Copeland, the
drummer of the iconic
British rock band The
Police, who collaborated
with Kej on the album.

At the 65th Annual
Grammy Awards, the duo
earned the gramophone
trophy in the best immer-
sive audio album winner
category. They had won a
Grammy in the best new
age album category for the
same album last year.

“Congrats Best
Immersive Audio Album
winner - ‘Divine Tides’
Eric Schilling, immersive
mix engineer; @copeland-
music, @rickykej &
Herbert Waltl, immersive
producers (Stewart

Copeland & Ricky Kej)
#GRAMMYs,” an-
nounced the Recording
Academy, the organisa-
tion behind Grammy
Awards, on its official
Twitter page on Sunday
night.

Kej said he was “grate-
ful” for the recognition.

“Just won my 3rd
Grammy Award.
Extremely grateful, am
speechless! I dedicate this
Award to India.
@copelandmusic. Herbert
Waltl Eric Schilling Vanil
Veigas Lonnie Park,” the
composer captioned a se-
ries of pictures on his
Twitter page.

Other nominees in the
category were: Christina
Aguilera (‘Aguilera’), The
C h a i n s m o k e r s

(‘Memories... Do Not
Open’), Jane Ira Bloom
(‘Picturing The Invisible-
Focus 1’), and
Nidarosdomens Jentekor
& Trondeheimsolistene
(‘Tuvahyun - Beatitudes
for a Wounded World’).

‘Divine Tides’ is a nine-
song album that aims to
deliver the message that
“each individual life plays
a crucial role in maintain-
ing the balance that
serves all equally”.

Kej took home his first
Grammy in the best new
age album category for
‘Winds of Samsara’ back
in 2015.

As part of his work
with The Police, Copeland
has won five Grammys.
With Kej as collaborator,
this is his second award.

Ricky Kej wins third Grammy
Award, dedicates honour to India

GRAMMY AWARDS

Beyonce accepts the award for best dance/electronic music album for “Renaissance” at the 65th annual Grammy
Awards on Sunday.

Islamabad, Feb 06 (PTI) 

The mortal remains of
Pakistan’s former mili-
tary ruler Pervez
Musharraf will be
brought back to the coun-
try in a special flight from
Dubai on Monday and will
be laid to rest in Karachi,
media reports said.

Musharraf, the archi-
tect of the Kargil War in
1999, died on Sunday in
Dubai after a prolonged
illness.

The 79-year-old former
military ruler, who had
been in the UAE since
2016, was undergoing
treatment for amyloidosis
at American Hospital
Dubai.

Musharraf ’s mortal re-
mains will be flown to
Pakistan on a special
flight at 11:30am local
time, according to Geo TV.

The Pakistani embassy
in the UAE issued a no ob-
jection certificate (NOC)
for the repatriation of
Musharraf ’s mortal re-
mains to Pakistan at the
request of his family, the
TV channel said.

The former military
leader’s wife Sehba
Musharraf, son Bilal and
daughter Ayla will bring
Musharraf ’s mortal re-
mains to Pakistan, it said.

The former president
will be buried in a
Karachi graveyard, his
family confirmed.

The former president’s
mother was buried in
Dubai while his father
was laid to rest in
Karachi.

Meanwhile, the Khaleej
Times reported that the
Consulate General of
Pakistan in Dubai has is-
sued a no-objection certifi-
cate (NOC) to repatriate
his body to Pakistan.

Musharraf seized
power by ousting Sharif
in a 1999 bloodless coup.

He served as Pakistan’s
president from 2001 to
2008.

Musharraf, who was
born in New Delhi in 1943
and fled to Pakistan in
1947, was the last military
dictator to rule Pakistan.

‘Musharraf to be laid to rest in Karachi’
Beijing, Feb 06 (AP) 

China on Monday ac-
cused the United States of
indiscriminate use of
force when the American
military shot down a sus-
pected Chinese spy bal-
loon Saturday, saying that
had “seriously impacted
and damaged both sides’
efforts and progress in sta-
bilising Sino-U.S. rela-
tions.”

The U.S. shot down a
balloon off the Carolina
coast after it traversed sen-
sitive military sites across
North America. China in-
sisted the flyover was an
accident involving a civil-
ian aircraft.

Vice Foreign Minister
Xie Feng said he lodged a
formal complaint with the
U.S. Embassy on Sunday
over the “U.S. attack on a
Chinese civilian un-
manned airship by mili-
tary force.”

“However, the United
States turned a deaf ear
and insisted on indiscrim-
inate use of force against
the civilian airship that
was about to leave the
United States airspace, ob-
viously overreacted and
seriously violated the spir-
it of international law and
international practice,”
Xie said.

The presence of the bal-
loon in the skies above the

U.S. dealt a severe blow to
already strained U.S.-
Chinese relations that
have been in a downward
spiral for years.

It prompted Secretary of
State Antony Blinken to
abruptly cancel a high-
stakes Beijing trip aimed
at easing tensions.

Xie repeated China’s in-
sistence that the balloon
was a Chinese civil un-
manned airship that blew
into U.S. mistake, calling it
“an accidental incident
caused by force majeure.”

China would “resolutely
safeguard the legitimate
rights and interests of
Chinese companies, res-
olutely safeguard China’s

interests and dignity and
reserve the right to make
further necessary respons-
es,” he said.

U.S. President Joe Biden
issued the shootdown
order after he was advised
that the best times for the
operation would be when
it was over water, U.S. offi-
cials said.

Military officials deter-
mined that bringing down
the balloon over land from
an altitude of 60,000 feet
(18,000 metres) would pose
an undue risk to people on
the ground.

“What the U.S. has done
has seriously impacted
and damaged both sides’
efforts and progress in sta-

bilising Sino-U.S. relations
since the Bali meeting,”
Xie said, referring to the
recent meeting between
Biden and his Chinese
counterpart Xi Jinping in
Indonesia that many
hoped would create posi-
tive momentum for im-
proving ties that have spi-
ralled to their lowest level
in years. Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Mao Ning
provided no fresh details,
repeating China’s insis-
tence the object was a
civilian balloon intended
for meteorological re-
search, had little ability to
steer and entered over the
U.S. by accidentally diverg-
ing from its course.

China accuses US of indiscriminate use of force over balloon

Quetta, Feb 06 (AP) 

A bombing near a vehi-
cle carrying Pakistani
paramilitary troops in
southwestern Baluchistan
province killed a soldier
and wounded 11 people,
mostly civilians, police
and security officials said
Monday.

The Pakistani Taliban
claimed responsibility for
the attack, which took
place on Sunday.

Pakistan has been bat-
tling an insurgency in
Baluchistan for more than
a decade, with separatists
in the province demand-
ing complete autonomy or
a larger share of the
province’s gas and miner-
al resources.

The outlawed Tehreek-e-

Taliban Pakistan or TTP
as the Pakistani Taliban
are known and other mili-
tants also have a presence
in the province, which bor-
ders Iran and
Afghanistan.

Sunday’s bombing took
place near the Musa Khan
checkpoint in Quetta, the
Baluchistan provincial
capital, said local police of-
ficial Mohammad Khan.

He provided no further
details.

Shortly after the bomb-
ing, the Pakistani Taliban
claimed responsibility,
saying the attack was car-
ried out by a suicide
bomber.

Police and security offi-
cials have not given con-
firmed the source of the
blast.

The latest incident
comes a week after a sui-
cide bomber killed 101
people at a mosque in the
northwestern city of
Peshawar, drawing na-
tionwide condemnation
and prompting Prime
Minister Shahbaz Sharif
to convene a meeting of
opposition politicians
and his allies to discuss
how to respond to the
surge in militant vio-
lence.

The conference was ini-
tially planned for
Tuesday, but has been
pushed back to Thursday.

Pakistani officials have
blamed the TTP, which
maintains sanctuaries in
n e i g h b o u r i n g
Afghanistan, for orches-
trating the Peshawar

bombing.
The TTP has denied in-

volvement.
The militant group,

however, has stepped up
its attacks since
November, when it ended
a cease-fire with the gov-
ernment in Islamabad.

Sharif has invited his
predecessor and opposi-
tion leader Imran Khan
to Thursday’s talks, but
Khan has yet to confirm
his participation.

Since the Peshawar at-
tack, members of civil so-
ciety groups have staged
rallies across the country,
holding prayer cere-
monies for the victims
and demanding govern-
ment take action to curb
the surge in militant at-
tacks. (AP)

Bomb kills soldier, wounds 11 people in SW Pak

Lahore, Feb 06 (PTI) 

Pakistan Interior
Minister Rana Sanaullah on
Monday warned Imran
Khan that he would be ar-
rested if he dared to launch
fresh anti-government
protests, and blamed the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
chief for indulging in the
“politics of agitation.”

Sanaullah fired the salvo
at the former prime minis-
ter while speaking to
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) workers at a
party convention in Multan
in Punjab province, accord-
ing to the Dawn newspaper.

The minister’s warnings
come days after Khan in-
structed his workers and
supporters to prepare for
the Jail Bharo Tehreek’ (fill

the prison movement)
against the federal govern-
ment for inflicting custodial
torture on his party leaders
and delay in announcing
fresh general elections. “I
ask the people to get ready
and wait for my call for ‘jail
bharo tehreek’. There will
not be that much space in
Pakistani jails to have them
all,” Khan, the 70-year-old
former cricketer-turned-
politician said during his
television address from his
Zaman Park residence here
on Saturday.

Khan made the announce-
ment after sedition cases
were filed against his

party’s Senior Vice-
President Fawad Chaudhry
and former member of the
National Assembly
Shandana Gulzar. On
Sunday, Sanaullah blamed
the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) leadership for
“creating troubles”. “In
2014, PTI staged protest
demonstrations and tried to
stop the journey of progress
and prosperity. Imran Khan
is following the politics of
agitation in the shape of
long marches, sealing
Islamabad on the pretext of
a date for elections,” the
Dawn reported, quoting
Sanaullah.

‘Imran Khan to be arrested if fresh
protests are launched’

Rana Sanaullah

Singapore, Feb 06 (PTI) 

A supermarket with
sliding doors and wider
walkways, shopping trol-
leys that could be pushed
by wheelchairs, braille let-
tering on the washroom
doors and tactile indica-
tors on the floor are some
of the features of a unique
“village” here in
Singapore that is using in-
novation to support per-
sons with disabilities.

Called “Enabling
Village” or “EV”, the first-
of-its-kind community
space is an all-accessible,
inclusive, sensory-friend-
ly space dedicated to inte-
grating persons with dis-
abilities into society.

“The tenants include so-
cial businesses that train
and hire persons with dis-
abilities, and these busi-
nesses also showcase the
abilities of persons with
disabilities when visitors
shop or dine at EV. The so-
cial businesses, along with
inclusive events and com-
munity services such as
the inclusive gym, provide
opportunities for persons
with disabilities to inter-
act alongside those with-
out disabilities while pro-
viding the dignity of work
to persons with disabili-

ties,” Ku Geok Boon, Chief
Executive Officer, SG
Enable told PTI.

“We hope that through
our collective effort, more
persons with disabilities
will lead better and mean-
ingful lives, and together,
we can bring more hope
and opportunity to all and
build a more inclusive so-
ciety,” she added.

Boon explained that the
village also hosts several
training and career fairs
and CV Clinics for per-
sons with disabilities,
bringing together disabili-
ty-inclusive employers,
training providers and ex-
perienced business profes-
sionals across a myriad of

sectors to offer jobs, train-
ing workshops on inter-
view tips and one-to-one
consultations on CV writ-
ing.

The space attracts visi-
tors from different coun-
tries, who are keen on ex-
ploring a similar set-up or
implementing takeaways
for inclusive spaces.

“Enabling Village hosts
many visitors, both local
and international guests,
and we want to inspire
and show everyone how a
society can be more inclu-
sive towards persons with
disabilities with universal
design, enabling technolo-
gy, and an inclusive cul-
ture.

Singapore’s unique ‘village’ enabling persons
with disabilities using innovation

A visually impaired man uses braille lettering facility at a
community space dedicated to integrating persons with
disabilities into society, in Singapore.

SOOTHING TO EYES

The full moon sets behind the mountains including the twin peaks of Les Jumelles in
the Chablais Valaisan, near Aigle, Switzerland, Monday.

Jerusalem, Feb 06 (AP) 

The Israeli military says
several Palestinian gunmen
have been killed in a gun
battle that broke out
Monday in a Palestinian
refugee camp in the West
Bank during an army raid
meant to arrest suspects al-
legedly involved in a
botched attack on Israelis.

The Palestinian Health
Ministry did not immedi-
ately confirm the deaths,
saying only that three were
injured, one of them criti-
cally. The violence comes
amid one of the deadliest
periods in recent years in
the Israeli-Palestinian con-
flict and in the first weeks of
Israel’s new government, its
most right-wing ever, which

has promised to take a
tough stance against the
Palestinians.

The military said it was
operating to apprehend the
suspects behind a failed
shooting attack at a West
Bank restaurant, where at-
tackers allegedly were
thwarted by a weapon mal-
function.

The attackers then fled
the scene, the military said,
adding that they were mem-
bers of the Hamas militant
group that rules the Gaza
Strip and has elements in
the West Bank as well. In
Monday’s operation, the
military said it was search-
ing for the militant cell that
it said had sealed itself in-
side a home in the refugee
camp.

Israeli military: Several
Palestinian gunmen killed in raid

London, Feb 06 (PTI) 

Life expectancy for young
people can be as much as 14
years shorter in violent coun-
tries compared to peaceful
nations, according to a global
study.

A team, led by researchers
at the University of Oxford in
the UK, shows a direct link
between the uncertainty of

living in a violent setting and
a “double burden” of shorter
and less predictable lives,
even for those not directly in-
volved in the violence.

The study, published in the
journal Science Advances, es-
timates a gap of around 14
years in remaining life ex-

pectancy — the number of
years a person can expect to
live — at age 10 between the
least and most violent coun-
tries. In El Salvador,
Honduras, Guatemala and
Colombia, the gap in life ex-
pectancy with high income
countries is predominantly
explained by excess mortali-
ty due to homicides, they
said.

‘Life expectancy for young 14
years shorter in violent countries’

EXPERT STUDY



T he 2023  assembly
election season has

started with the polls in
Tripura scheduled on
February 16 and Meghalaya,
Nagaland on February 27.
The results of all the three
states in the first phase, will
be known on March 2. The
outcome will be having sig-
nificant impact on the
tempo of the poll campaign
in the remaining six states
scheduled during the year.
Karnataka will be facing
elections in the second
phase in April/ May 
this year.

As indications suggest,
the all powerful BJP, despite
its massive resources and
continuous campaigns by
both the Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and the
Home Minister Amit Shah
is set to lose power as junior
partner in Meghalaya. In
Tripura, the BJP is in a
tight condition as its part-
ner of the alliance IFTF has
lost its earlier base to the
new tribal party Tipra
Motha(TM) which is fight-
ing alone with the option
open for limited under-
standing with the main al-
liance of the Left Front led
by the CPI(M) and the
Congress. Nagaland is the
only state where the BJP is
confident to come back as a
junior partner in the region-

al party led alliance.. Out of
60 seats, BJP is contesting in
20 and its regional partner
is contesting the remaining
40 seats.

As of now, BJP’s stake is
very high in Tripura. The
party after years of nurtur-
ing by the RSS captured
power in 2018 assembly
polls defeating the CPI(M)
which was in power for long
years. The BJP got 35 seats
out of the 60 seats while the
CPI(M) got 16. But the
CPI(M) kept its voting share
at a comfortable level of 42.2
per cent as against BJP’s 43.
59 per cent.. In the last five
years. the political situation
in Tripura has changed sub-
stantially leading to increas-
ing people’s anger against
the BJP rule. Left Front led
by the CPI(M) has finally al-
lied with the Congress to
fight the BJP unitedly. The
Congress  has improved its
base support in the recent
months after a long period
of disarray.

But the most important
factor in the electoral battle
is the new tribal party Tipra
Motha(TM) which has in its
fold about 80 per cent of
tribal support. If there
could have been a total un-
derstanding of the Left-
Congress alliance with TM,
it could have been said that
BJP’s defeat is certain in
next assembly polls. But
that is not  certain now as
TM is contesting in 45 seats
out of 60. In the tribal  20
constituencies, TM has a big
edge but the party headed
by Pradyot Narayan
Manikya Debbarma, the
scion of the royal family is a
respected politician and he
holds support in general
constituencies also.

For the Left-Congress al-
liance, it will be best to have

some understanding now
even after the withdrawal of
nominations, so that in
some critical constituen-
cies, ways are found out to
avoid split of anti-BJP votes.
That has to be ensured to de-
feat the BJP. Further, doors
should be kept open for post
poll alliance with TM if
there is a hung assembly.
Trinamool Congress has
also fielded 28 candidates in
the polls in the state and the
party supremo  Mamata
Banerjee is visiting Tripura
on February 6 and 7.
Mamata has a big halo
among the Bengalees and
she is likely to draw big
crowds. IF TMC gets good
votes from the Bengalees,
that will be at the expense of
BJP votes also, apart  from
Left. So that way, TMC votes
also will be crucial  in deter-
mining the outcome.

In Meghalaya, the ruling
NPP led by Conrad Sangma
is contesting in all seats, so
is its NDA partner BJP.
Similarly Trinamool
Congress and Congress also
are contesting in 60 seats
each. The contest will be
three cornered between
NPP, TMC and the Congress
with the BJP playing a mar-
ginal role. Congress got 21
seats in 2018 polls with the
highest vote percentage of
28.5 per cent. BJP got only 2
seats with 9.6 per cent votes.
But then, the BJP manipu-
lated and increased its seats
and putting pressure from
the centre on the regional
parties, became the junior
partner. Trinamool
Congress competed with the
BJP in mobilising resources
and finally succeeded in or-
ganising defections from
the Congress. TMC has now
12 legislators led by Mukul
Sangma and the party has

been campaigning as the
main party of the opposi-
tion seeking to unseat
Conrad Sangma.

Congress, despite defec-
tions, still retains big base
in Meghalaya. If the party
can get adequate central
help, they can certainly get
some seats. But the problem
with the Congress in NE
states is that the central
leadership has abandoned
the region with seven states.
The BJP always sends its
top leaders to the NE states
to help the state party units.
Amit Shah himself devotes
lot of time. But the
Congress has allowed the
NE states, once its strong-
hold to slip away from its
control to BJP. Assam chief
minister Himanta Biswa
Sharma is in charge of NDA
in NE region. There is no
one in the Congress who
can match his organisation-
al skill.

After the success of
Bharat Jodo Yatra, the
Congress high command
must give full attention on
the election preparedness in
these three states… If the
BJP loses power in two
states out of three that will
give a big push to the cam-
paign in Karnataka in the
second phase. Congress is
already advantageously
placed in Karnataka against
the BJP.A big new push is
needed to defeat the BJP in
the assembly polls in
Karnataka.. For that the
party leadership should pro-
ceed with a killer instinct
against the BJP. There is no
time to lose. BJP’s  defeat in
the first phase is essential to
impart a big momentum to
the entire opposition in its
campaign in the next six as-
sembly polls during the 
year 2023.
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Online fraudsters 
It's a known fact that

going digital has made us
more vulnerable to online
fraud. Online fraudsters
trick millions of people
into sending money or giv-
ing out personal informa-
tion. These cybercriminals
use secure software to re-
main anonymous which
are proxy servers that hide
their location and route
their communications
through multiple countries
to evade direct detection.
Since the method of how
they commit these crimes
is very complicated, law en-
forcement needs to coordi-
nate with government
agencies, international
partners and private corpo-
rations. Also, Call Centres
need to be set up so that the
victims of such frauds can
lodge complaints without
delay. The police, on receiv-
ing a complaint of this
kind, should immediately
notify the bank authorities
through the National
Cyber Crime Reporting
Portal so that the transfer
of money can be stopped
instantly. Besides, people
should also utilize some
tips to help lessen the
chances of becoming prey
for these fraudsters. One
should not open, respond
to, download attachments
or click on links from un-
known emails. While enter-
ing payment information
one should be ensured one
is using secure websites. It
can be verified by ensuring
the website's URL that be-
gins with HTTPS. Last but
not the least, severe puni-
tive action must be taken
against the convicted and
should be shown no mercy.

Dipen Gogoi,
Teok, Jorhat

Harassment 
of players

The assurance by
Anurag Thakur that the
mechanism in place to pro-
tect female athletes from
being mentally and sexual-
ly harassed by persons in
power can effectively ad-
dress the problem doesn’t
inspire much confidence.
Coaches and officials of
sports federations are pow-
erful enough to ruin the
career of young women
athletes if they dare spurn
their advances, or if they
don’t extend sexual
favours to them.
Politicians generally head
sports federations.
Bringing delinquent politi-
cians to justice is an uphill
task, particularly when he
is associated with the rul-
ing party. A committee con-
stituted to probe the allega-
tions by women wrestlers
appears to be eyewash. It is
one thing to make strin-
gent laws for the protection
of women against sexual
assault, and quite another
to enforce them in letter
and spirit. Sexual harass-
ment cases are mounting
up because of laxity in the
sincere implementation of
the laws enacted with great
fanfare.

Roshan Lal Goel,
by mail

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍
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Elephants carry deities during ‘Pallivetta’ at Sree Valayanad Devi Temple festival, in Kozhikode, Sunday night.

RELIGIOUS RITUALS

T he poll bugle has been sounded in the north-east-
ern states of Tripura, Meghalaya and Nagaland

with the election commission announcing assembly
polls in 180 seats across these states. As the stakes rise
for the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) in the Northeast, it
will be an interesting clash of the old guard versus the
new. The BJP putting high stakes in the forthcoming
Assembly elections in Tripura, Meghalaya and
Nagaland reflects the party's meticulous and long-term
plan for expanding its footprint in states other than
those in the Hindi heartland and the west and the
party's strategy to retain or enhance its numbers in the
2024 Lok Sabha elections. The BJP's mega push in the
Northeast started in 2016 with the formation of the
North Eastern Democratic Alliance (NEDA), a platform
of non-Congress parties in the region with the declared
aim to keep Congress out of power. Its successful run
started with the unseating of the CPI(M), which had
been long entrenched in power in Tripura, followed by
the comprehensive win in Assam, defeating the
Congress. It continued with the BJP entering into vari-
ous kinds of alliances, and sometimes even gobbling up
partners in states, and the result is that the party at pres-
ent runs governments in Assam, Arunachal Pradesh,
Manipur and Tripura while it is part of the ruling al-
liance in Meghalaya, Mizoram and Sikkim. The party is
going it alone in Tripura and Meghalaya for the
Assembly elections while it will be a junior partner in
Nagaland. The BJP has been in power at the Centre for
about 15 years in its 42 years of existence and has swept
the last two Lok Sabha elections but there are not too
many states where it can win Assembly election hands
down. The Hindi heartland states, save Uttar Pradesh,
have made other choices several times; the results of the
Himachal Pradesh Assembly are the latest example. The
South continues to offer stiff resistance to the party's
brand of politics, what with the regional outfits occupy-
ing commanding heights of the polity; the party's stand-
ing is not safe even in Karnataka where it runs a govern-
ment. The eastern states remain impregnable despite
the hard work the party has been putting in for years.
The party has, however, built itself brick by brick in all
these states and it could take time before it gets translat-
ed into parliamentary numbers. That the BJP has no
major ally in states except perhaps for Maharashtra
must be another factor worrying the party's poll man-
agers. The eight northeastern states together send 25
members of the Lok Sabha with the largest contingent
of 14 coming from Assam. The Congress held the major
sway in most of these seats in its heydays but later gave
way to state parties. The BJP has been attempting to re-
place Congress in all these seats. The efforts of the
Home Ministry keeping Assam Chief Minister Himanta
Biswas Sarma at the centre point to sew up agreements
between states on border disputes also must be seen in
this light. Recent reports suggested that the BJP will be
channelizing its efforts into 160 Lok Sabha seats which it
feels are shaky while it will be reaching out to the mi-
nority communities in 60 seats where they have a signif-
icant presence. The BJP has evolved an electioneering
pattern where it has a plan for every seat, and the re-
newed thrust neatly squares with it.

BJP putting high stakes 
in NE Assembly polls 

BJP may lose power in two out of three
North Eastern states after Assembly polls

Kajal Chatterjee

W hile commenting
upon the Bharat Jodo

Yatra under the leadership of
Rahul Gandhi, a set of "pun-
dits" are asserting that the
1990 Rath Yatra in support of
construction of the Ram tem-
ple in Ayodhya has been one
of the most "successful" cam-
paigns with "very far-reach-
ing consequences".
"Successful" campaign in-
deed; after all that 1990 yatra
had propelled a mere 2-MP
party (1984-89) to throne of
New Delhi within 6 years
(might be for 13 days) to again
forming the Government in
1998 and thereafter a full term
from 1999-2004 which is cer-
tainly not a mean feat.

But they must also remain
enlightened of the fact that

mere "success" proves noth-
ing at least in moral ethical
and humanitarian terms.
Else we have to applaud the
British for it's "successful"
imperialism in India and var-
ious parts of the world span-
ning centuries.That Rath
Yatra also proved highly "suc-
cessful" in exploiting the
communal fissures within
the electorate through rabid
Hindutva, Islamophobia and
finally ensuring the barbaric
demolition of Babri Masjid
as well through vulgar flex-
ing of muscle! And now that
green signal has been award-
ed to the construction of that
"much cherished" Ram tem-
ple at that very site where the
mosque had stood for cen-
turies just because Hindus
believe it to be the birthplace
of an epic character; the mis-

sion of that Rath Yatra is set
to attain full "success".

However, no doubt about
the "very far-reaching conse-
quences" as the seeds of com-
munalism which were em-
bedded during the Yatra has
indeed grown up into a
"Bishabriksha" (poison tree)
with religion turning to be
the only political discourse
nowadays with even the out-
fits, professing "secularism",
are going all-out to indulge in
"soft" Hindutva. Thus it has
got proved that not basic ne-
cessities of food attire shelter
education jobs or livelihood;
rather one and only religion
"sells" in the polity and full
"credit" of this drastic
change must be awarded to
that 1990 Yatra which started
this all.

However, as for the conclu-

sion that Bharat Jodo Yatra is
unlikely to revive the
Congress, perhaps the "pun-
dits" are more than correct in
this aspect. Firstly, those
Indians(rather Hindus) who
dance to the communal an-
tics of any ideological group,
would invariably continue to
vote in favour of it. Secondly,
no secular humanitarian
who respect the idea of a
multi-lingual multi-religious
India had anyway never
voted in favour of any divi-
sive entity prior to Rahul
Gandhi's Yatra and never will
vote in favour of it irrespec-
tive of the result of the Yatra.
Revival of Congress will hap-
pen only when majority of
the Hindus will turn secular
and unitedly vote in favour of
the party so as to uproot the
poison of communal hatred

from the society at large.
However, since protest

need to be done for the sake of
protest only so as to remain
in the side of conscience and
sanity, Rahul Gandhi's at-
tempt to unite the nation by
undertaking the march is def-
initely much laudable. And
also the fact remains that this
march has transmitted a
shiver down the spine of a
dominant power group and
this is exactly the reason why
the Who's Who of that
brigade had attacked Rahul
through utmost vulgarity
and utter falsehood through-
out the period of the march.
So one may support it or op-
pose it, but nobody can ig-
nore Rahul Gandhi's march
and this is the most signifi-
cant aspect of the Bharat
Jodo Yatra.

Significance of Bharat Jodo Yarta

NITYA CHAKRABORTY
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Dr Krishna Kumar Vepakomma

I t is a well-known fact that Indian students studying
abroad have existed for a long time. For decades,

Indian graduates and students have looked to industrial-
ized and emerging nations as destinations for higher ed-
ucation.India is one of the top five countries from which
students are recruited to study abroad.Since its inde-
pendence, India has experienced a constant "brain-
drain." This brain drain was restricted to the talented
and affluent class in the early decades following 1947
until the 1970s.Then, from the 1980s to the late 1990s,
there was an upsurge in the number of Indians moving
abroad, mostly because the Indian economy was in terri-
ble shape at the time.There is a third phase that began in
the 2000s and 2010s decade, during which the number of
people going abroad increased due to the onsite opportu-
nities being supplied by the IT businesses and the rise of
obtaining an MS/MBA due to the accessible loans from
banks.Thus, it is clear that this brain drain has been ac-
celerating over time. Although enrollment dropped
sharply during the pandemic and lockdowns last year,
many students are once again preparing to travel
abroad. Numerous causes have been found to be behind
the sharp increase in Indian students choosing to study
abroad. One of these elements is the availability of
world's best graduate programmes at renowned institu-
tions abroad.Furthermore, there aren't enough facilities
for Indian students to pursue higher education in India.
Indian families' financial standing is growing, enabling
them to pay for their children's international educa-
tion.Further, to attract students, a number of foreign in-
stitutions and their local partners hold education fairs at
expensive five-star hotels and online in tiny towns.
According to reports, there was a significant increase in
the number of Indians using student visas to travel over-
seas last year. The Immigration Statistics Report states
that 127,731 visas were issued to Indian students in
September 2022, up 93,470 (+273%) from 34,261 in 2019.Up
until November 30, 6,48,678 students traveled overseas on
student visas, a five-year high.By 2024, it's estimated that
there will be 1.8 million Indian students studying over-
seas.Most of them are drawn to elite universities and em-
ployment opportunities abroad.It is noteworthy that ap-
proximately 21% of the more than one million foreign
students studying in the United States, according to the
Open Doors report published by the Institute of
International Education (IIE), are from India.Therefore,
it's crucial to keep in mind that the large number of our
young brains departing the country would surely hinder
its economic success.

Indian students rush 
to study overseas
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BRIEF

Sand mining

Ludhiana: Punjab
Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann on
Sunday dedicated 16
public mining sites to
people of the state and
said that sand will be
available at a rate of
Rs 5.50 per cubic feet.
Interacting with the
media here after dedi-
cating 16 public sand
mining sites spread
over seven districts,
Mann said now, sand
will be sold at just Rs
5.50 per cubic feet in
each of these public
mining sites, giving a
major reprieve to the
people. Only manual
excavation of sand
will be permitted in
these public mining
sites and no mechani-
cal excavation of sand
will be allowed, he
said. No mining con-
tractor will be allowed
to operate in these
public mining sites,
said Mann.

Vehicle projects 
New Delhi: Renault
Group and Nissan
plan to collaborate on
several new vehicle
projects, including
sports utility vehicles,
in India as part of new
initiatives announced
by the Renault-
Nissan-Mitsubishi
Alliance on Monday.
The alliance an-
nounced a three-di-
mensional pro-
gramme including
creation of opera-
tional projects in
Latin America, India
and Europe. As part of
the new framework,
the partners also seek
enhanced strategic
agility with new ini-
tiatives that all three
entities can join.
Besides, the board en-
visions a rebalanced
Renault Group-Nissan
cross-shareholding
and reinforced al-
liance governance.
“For India and export,
Renault Group and
Nissan would collabo-
rate on several new ve-
hicle projects includ-
ing new SUVs shared
by both Renault
Group and Nissan,
and a new Nissan car
derived from the
Renault Triber,” the
Renault-Nissan-
Mitsubishi Alliance
said in a statement.

Shiva Project 

Hamirpur: The Shiva
horticulture project
will prove to be a game
changer for people in
the lower areas of
Himachal Pradesh,
Horticulture and
Tribal Development
Minister Jagat Singh
Negi said. The minis-
ter said the Himachal
Pradesh Sub-Tropical
Horticulture,
Irrigation and Value
Addition project (HP
SHIVA) has been start-
ed to strengthen the
farmers and horticul-
turists. This project is
not only opening new
doors of horticulture
for the low-lying areas
of the state but can
also prove to be an im-
portant source of self-
employment for the ed-
ucated unemployed
youth, he added.

JEWLLERY LAUNCH

Actress Kamakshi Bhaskarla, Spandana Palli, Srilekha, Anushree, and other models at the Grand Pre-Launch
Event of Jewellery, in Hyderabad, Monday, Feb. 6.

Bengaluru, Feb 06:

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Monday laid out his vision
of making India the
world’s third-largest econ-
omy with a focus on re-
newable energy, biofuels
and hydrogen as he pivots
a roadmap to cut reliance
on imported oil and gas.
Modi met top oil and gas
industry leaders for the
annual brainstorming to
discuss ideas and initia-
tives to put India on a sus-
tainable growth path,
sources aware of the mat-
ter said. The meeting on
the sidelines of the India
Energy Week here saw the
Prime Minister outline his
vision to make India the
world’s third-largest econ-
omy from the current fifth-
largest. For this, the fuel
needed should come from
renewables, biofuels and
hydrogen. Sources said at
the meeting Modi spoke of
using 100 per cent renew-
able energy and increas-
ing blends of ethanol and
biofuels in traditional
fuels. Also, he talked about
making India the world’s
largest hydrogen-produc-
ing nation. Hydrogen is

the cleanest known fuel
which on burning emits
only water and oxygen.
Sources said heads of in-
ternational oil companies
such as BP plc of UK,
ExxonMobil and
TotalEnergies participat-
ed. Rosneft head Igor
Sechin too attended the
meeting.

Heads of Indian public
sector companies, as well
as international Energy
Agency (IEA) executive di-
rector Fatih Birol, too at-
tended the meeting.
Mining billionaire Anil
Agarwal as well as Tullow
Oil CEO Rahul Dhir were
also present. Sources said
industry leaders spoke of
imperatives for making
India the world leader.
Some wanted taxes in the
oil and gas sector to be

brought down to global
levels of 40 per cent from
the current 70 per cent,
while others talked about
enabling ease of doing
business through self-cer-
tification.

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Monday urged global in-
vestors to explore invest-
ment opportunities in the
country’s energy sector,
saying India is the most
opportune place at pres-
ent. Modi in his inaugural
address at the India
Energy Week 2023 said the
Budget (for 2023-34) has
provided Rs 10 lakh crore
for capital expenditure,
which will give a boost to
green hydrogen, solar
power and road sectors.

“I ask you to explore all
opportunities connected
with India’s energy sector.
India is the most oppor-
tune place for investment
today,” he said at the India
Energy Week, which is
being attended by several
ministers, corporate lead-
ers and experts from dif-
ferent nations.

The Prime Minister
also recalled several initia-
tives taken by the govern-
ment to promote green en-

Renewables, hydrogen to make India
world’s 3rd largest eco, says PM

New Delhi, Jan 06: 

India’s production-
linked incentive (PLI)
scheme, which aims to
make domestic manufac-
turing globally competi-
tive, has attracted invest-
ment worth over Rs 45,000
crore and has also created
three lakh jobs, NITI
Aayog CEO
Parameswaran Iyer said
on Monday. The govern-
ment has rolled out the
scheme with an outlay of
about Rs 2 lakh crore for
as many as 14 sectors, in-
cluding automobiles and
auto components, white
goods, pharma, textiles,
food products, high effi-
ciency solar PV modules,
advanced chemistry cell
and speciality steel.

“The PLI programme
has already started show-
ing results. About Rs 800
core have already been
paid by way of incentives.
“We are expecting (incen-
tives) to go close to Rs
3,000 crore to Rs 4,000 core
before March,” Iyer told
PTI. The scheme aims to
make domestic manufac-
turing globally competi-
tive and create global
champions in manufac-

turing, and it is yielding
solid results. “The
scheme is working.
Already about Rs 45,000
crore-plus investment has
come in, three lakh jobs
have been created and
production worth Rs 2
lakh crore is already
there,” he added.

The scheme, launched
in 2020, offers a cash in-
centive for three to five
years on the incremental
sale of goods manufac-
tured in India over deter-
mined base-year sales.
Additionally, the identi-
fied beneficiaries are re-
quired to commit to a cer-
tain minimum invest-
ment in India. Replying to
a question on the Centre’s

National Monetisation
Pipeline (NMP) pro-
gramme, he said asset
monetisation plan is
doing ‘very well now’ and
it will be taken down to
the states, “(In budget
documents) All signals
are that the asset moneti-
sation programme, which
is actually bringing in
private capital, is contin-
uing and now it will be
taken down to the states,”
Iyer said.

In 2021-22, the govern-
ment surpassed the pro-
gramme’s first-year tar-
get of Rs 88,000 crore by
completing transactions
worth Rs 1 lakh crore,
while current fiscal year’s
asset monetisation target
is Rs 1,62,422 crore. “This
year, the programme is
doing very well.

Now one of NITI
Aayog’s roles is to start
getting the state govern-
ments as part of their
strategic planning to look
at monetising their own
assets and bringing pri-
vate capital,” he revealed.
Till November 21, 2022,
the government had mon-
etised assets worth Rs
33,422 crore under the
NMP.

PLI scheme attracted Rs 45,000 cr
investment: NITI Aayog CEO

Adani Group to
pre-pay USD 1,114
million for release
of pledged shares

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  FFeebb  0066:: Adani Group on
Monday announced that promoters
will pre-pay USD 1,114 million for
the release of pledged shares of its
firms ahead of the maturity in
September 2024 while saying the
step is being done “in light of the
recent market volatility”. These
shares belong to Adani Ports &
Special Economic Zones, Adani
Green Energy and Adani
Transmission, a statement said.
“This is in continuation of promot-
ers’ assurance to pre-pay all share-
backed financing,” it said. The
statement assumes significance in
view of the allegations of fraud and
stock manipulation by a short-sell-
er against the Adani Group, which
led to a steep fall in the share
prices of group firms. Earlier in the
day proceedings of both Houses of
the Parliament were adjourned for
the third day following uproar by
opposition over Adani issue. The
opposition members are demand-
ing a probe by joint parliamentary
committee or Supreme Court mon-
itored inquiry into the matter. “In
light of the recent market volatility
and in continuation of promoters
commitment to reduce the overall
promoter leverage backed by Adani
listed companies shares, we are
pleased to inform that promoters
have posted the amounts to pre-
pay USD 1,114 million ahead of its
maturity of September 2024”, the
statement said. On pre-payment,
168.27 million shares of Adani Ports
& Special Economic Zones repre-
senting 12 per cent of the promot-
er’s holding will be released. 

New Delhi, Feb 06:

Capital markets regula-
tor Sebi has listed the basic
dos and don’ts relating to
green debt securities to ad-
dress ‘greenwashing’ relat-
ed risks. The generally ac-
cepted definition of ‘green-
washing’ is, ‘making false,
misleading, unsubstantiat-
ed, or otherwise incom-
plete claims about sustain-
ability of a product, serv-
ice, or business operation’.
To address the concerns of
market participants re-
garding greenwashing,
Sebi said that an issuer of
green debt securities will
have to ensure that it will
not use misleading labels,
hide trade-offs or cherry
pick data from research to
highlight green practices
and will maintain highest

standards associated with
issue of green debt securi-
ty while adhering to the
rating assigned to it. While
raising funds for transi-
tion towards a greener
pathway, the issuer of
green bonds will continu-
ously monitor to check
whether the path under-
taken towards more sus-
tainable form of opera-
tions is resulting in reduc-
tion of the adverse envi-
ronmental impact and con-
tributing towards sustain-
able economy, as envisaged
in the offer document to
avoid greenwashing risks,
the regulator said in a cir-
cular. The issuer will not
utilize funds raised
through green bonds for
purposes that would not
fall under the definition of
‘green debt security’ under

the rules. In case any such
instances come to light re-
garding the already issued
green debt securities, the
issuer will disclose the
same to the investors and,
if required, by majority of
debenture holders, under-
take early redemption of
such debt securities.

The green bond issuer
will quantify the negative
externalities associated
with utilization of the
funds raised through
green debt security and
will not make untrue
claims giving false impres-
sion of certification by a
third-party entity.

The new framework will
come into force with im-
mediate effect, the
Securities and Exchange
Board of India (Sebi) said
in a circular on Friday.

Sebi lists dos and don’ts relating to green debt
securities to avoid occurrences of ‘greenwashing’

New Delhi, Feb 06: 

Kotak Mahindra Bank
CEO Uday Kotak  said he
does not see any systemic
risk to the financial system
but it’s time to strengthen
Indian underwriting and
capacity building, amid
meltdown in Adani Group
shares over corporate gov-
ernance allegations.

Kotak said large Indian
corporates rely more on
global sources for debt and
equity finance, which cre-
ates challenges and vulner-
abilities. “I do not see sys-
temic risk to the Indian fi-
nancial system from re-
cent events. However, large
Indian corporates rely
more on global sources for
debt and equity finance.

This creates challenges
and vulnerabilities. Time
to further strengthen
Indian underwriting and
capacity building,” Kotak
tweeted. Amid concerns
over banks’ exposure to
the crisis-ridden Adani
Group, the Reserve Bank
on February 3 issued a

statement saying that
India’s banking sector is
resilient and stable, and
the central bank main-
tains constant vigil on the
lenders. US-based short-
seller Hindenburg
Research made a litany of
allegations in a January 24
report, including fraudu-
lent transactions and
share price manipulation
at the Gautam Adani-led
group. Adani Group has
dismissed the charges as
lies, saying it complies
with all laws and disclo-
sure requirements. The
Hindenburg report was re-
leased on the day when
Adani Enterprises’ Rs
20,000-crore follow on pub-
lic offer (FPO) opened for
anchor investors.

No systemic risk to financial system
from recent events: Uday Kotak

Mumbai, Feb 06:
Amazon.in brings in the
exciting opportunity to ex-
press your love with its
Valentine’s Day Store.
Customers can enjoy excit-
ing offers and deals on an
extravagant selection of
specially curated products
across categories ranging
from chocolates, fresh
flowers, gift sets, electron-
ics, home décor, kitchen
appliances, fashion and
beauty essentials, large ap-
pliances, accessories,
smartphones, Amazon
Devices and much more
on A.in till Feb 14.

Celebrate the love with
your special ones and ful-
fill all their shopping
needs at the Amazon
Valentine’s Day Store, a

one-stop destination for all
their gifting requirements.
Customers can shop from
brands including Cadbury,
Van Heusen, Giva, Zeya by
Kundan, The Whole
Truth, Bombay Shaving
Company, Olay, Herbal
Essence, Open Secrets,
Janasya, Puma, Go Colors,
Clovia, Global Desi,
Hersheys, Ferrero Rocher,
amongst others.

Customers can also use
their voice to access the
“Valentines’ Day Store”
using Alexa on the
Amazon shopping app
(Android only). Users can
tap the mic icon on the app
and say – “Alexa, go to
Valentines’ Day Store” and
land directly on the store.

Additionally, Amazon.in

will host live streaming
event for Valentine’s day
this month where cus-
tomers can watch content
around how to dress your
best, express your feelings
to make your loved one
feel special, get your home
V-day ready and more.
These live streams will fea-
ture some of the famous
content creators including
Simran Balar, Chinki
Minki, Surabhi Rathore,
Karron Dhingra, and Fiza
Khan, sharing their tips
and tricks to avoid any
last-minute jitters. One
can watch these creators,
chat with them and shop
live their recommenda-
tions on dressing and gift-
ing here:
www.amazon.in/live .

Amazon launches exiciting
offer for Valentine Day

Mumbai, Feb 06:  

Benchmark indices
Sensex and Nifty declined
by more than half a per
cent at close on Monday
due to selling in IT, power
and metal shares triggered
by a global equity melt-
down on rate hike fears
and FII outflows. Snapping
its five-day gaining streak,
the 30-share BSE Sensex
settled lower by 334.98
points or 0.55 per cent at
60,506.90. During the ses-
sion, the index fell over 500
points to touch its intra-
day low of 60,345.61. The
broader NSE Nifty dipped
89.45 points or 0.50 per cent
to close at 17,764.60 as 34 of
its stocks dropped. “A
strong job market in the

United States pushed the
global market lower on
rate hike fears, as it offers
the Fed more leeway in en-
acting stricter policy
measures. This was in con-
trast to the recent rally in
the global indices on the

expectation that the econo-
my is in its last phase of
policy tightening. “The
RBI’s policy announce-
ment on Wednesday will
provide more colour on its
future rate actions, which
is expected to hike rate by

25bps,” Vinod Nair, Head
of Research at Geojit
Financial Services, said.
Tata Steel was the biggest
loser in the Sensex pack,
falling 2.08 per cent, fol-
lowed by Kotak Bank,
Infosys, ICICI Bank,
M&M, Ultra Cement and
Tata Motors. On the other
hand, IndusInd Bank,
Bajaj Finance, PowerGrid
and ITC were among the
major winners. State Bank
of India closed marginally
up 0.17 per cent after
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said that
banks and insurance com-
panies are “not overex-
posed” to any one compa-
ny and assured that Indian
markets are very well
managed by its regulators.

Sensex declines 334 pts as metal, power
shares retreat amid FII outflows, global selloff

photo Rupee

Mumbai, Feb 06: The
rupee fell by 65 paise to
close at 82.73 (provisional)
against the US currency
on Monday, weighed down
by gains in the greenback
in the overtseas markets
and a muted trend in do-
mestic equities. Sustained
foreign fund outflows and
firm crude oil prices fur-
ther dented investor senti-
ments, forex traders said.
At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the
rupee opened at 82.35
against the greenback,
and fell to an intra-day low
of 82.76. It finally settled at
82.73 (provisional), down
65 paise over its previous
close. In the previous ses-
sion on Friday, the rupee
settled at 82.08 against the
US dollar. The dollar

index, which gauges the
greenback’s strength
against a basket of six cur-
rencies, was trading 0.24
per cent higher at 103.16,
on robust economic data
from the US, which raised
expectations of a hawkish
Federal Reserve. Global oil

benchmark Brent crude
futures advanced 0.45 per
cent to USD 80.30 per bar-
rel.

The Indian rupee depre-
ciated on a rally in the US
Dollar and weak domestic
markets, said Anuj
Choudhary - Research

Analyst at Sharekhan by
BNP Paribas.

“Dollar gained on ro-
bust economic data from
the US raising expecta-
tions of hawkish Federal
Reserve. “Non-farm pay-
rolls added 517,000 jobs in
January topping estimates
of 193,000 jobs while ISM
services PMI unexpected-
ly surged to 55.2 in
January sharply above es-
timates of 50.5.
Unemployment rate de-
clined to 3.4 per cent in
January compared to fore-
cast of 3.6 per cent.

“We expect the rupee to
trade with a negative bias
as the rebound in Dollar
may further weaken the
domestic currency.

Weak domestic equities
and FII outflows may also
put downside pressure on
Rupee,” Choudhary said.

Rupee falls 65 paise to close at 82.73 against US dollar



ACROSS
1. Hot chocolate
6. Mushroom part
10. Church group
14. Leading
15. Bee’s home
16. Confederate
17. Wash cycle
18. Foot part
19. Falling sound
20. Love excessively
21. Exhibition riding

23. Road bends
27. Yearning
28. Raggedy ____
30. Trucker’s vehicle
32. Beach acquisition
37. Without meaning
40. Light tan
41. Three musicians
42. Lettuce dish
44. “Wish You ____ Here”
45. Escape
47. Felt sorry about

49. Narrate
51. Eye drop
52. “You there!”
53. Taxi
55. Theater platform
57. Danish shore sight (2 wds.)
62. Gumbo ingredient
65. Rams’ mates
66. Is mistaken
68. Roman gown
69. Gather crops
70. Soup vegetable
71. Add to the family
72. Gambling term
73. Linger
74. Calendar numbers

DOWN
1. Birthday greeting
2. Cleveland’s state
3. 100th anniversary
4. Fertile spots
5. Summer refresher
6. Quiet!
7. Knotted
8. Each
9. Brawls
10. Undermines
11. Jazz great ____ Fitzgerald
12. Drain problem
13. Category
22. Deliberate slight
24. Compass dir.
25. Snaky swimmers
26. Greasy streak
28. Purple flower
29. Boldness

31. Small landmass
33. Salamander
34. Get married (3 wds.)
35. Consent
36. In want
38. Root beer, e.g.
39. Wise people
43. Mild expletive
46. Engrave with acid
48. Period of note
50. Painters’ stands
54. Flat cap
56. Cheese type
57. Infamous emperor
58. Had creditors
59. ____ between the lines
60. Chef’s measures (abbr.)
61. Zone
63. Ready to pick
64. Pretends
67. Shade of blue
68. Small amount
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&& TV's immensely popu-
lar Angoori Bhabi, aka

Shubhangi Atre from the cult
comedy show Bhabiji Ghar
Par Hai, has been the audi-
ence’s favourite for her
impeccable comic timing and
innocent persona. She often
misspells English words and,
when corrected, instantly
quips her famous catch-
phrase ‘Sahi Pakade Hain’,
which has become a rage.
And now it seems her hilari-
ous misspelt English words
and the catchphrase has
caught the attention of one
of Bollywood’s most talented
actresses, Vidya Balan. The
actor recently took to her
social media to post a reel of
Angoori Bhabi that caught
many eyeballs. In the video,
Vidya is seen enacting one of
Angoori Bhabi’s dialogues
from the show ‘Bhabhiji Ghar
Par Hain' and captioned it,
Angrezi Ek Sensuous Bhasha
Hai’. Reacting to this viral
video, an excited Shubhangi
Atre, Angoori Bhabi, said,
“Vidya Balan is not only a

very talented and versatile
actress but also a trendset-
ter. I have always idolized
her. She is so graceful and
artistic, and most of her roles
have inspired me a lot and

have been one of my
favourites. The moment I saw
the Angoori reel, I was so
thrilled! Honestly, I felt moti-
vated and excited to see an
actor of her stature enact a

funny dialogue of Angoori. It
induced a sense of achieve-
ment and filled me with
immense joy to see the popu-
larity of Angoori’s character.
It truly made my day! I

immediately shared the video
with my friends and family.
Quite a few people on sets
came running to me to tell
me about it. My dialogue,
‘Bharbhuti Ji Aap Mujhe
Sensuous Kar Rahe Hai’, has
been quite popular, but Vidya
Balan’s reel made it go viral,
and I cannot thank her
enough. It will be an honour
and delight to shoot a special
and exclusive reel on
Angoori’s quirky dialogues
with her someday. I love the
kind of reels and content
Vidya Balan posts on social
media. My fans will be
thrilled to see us together
(laughs). I am grateful for all
the love and appreciation I
am getting for the role of
Angoori Bhabi from my fans,
friends and family. I promise
to keep my audience enter-
tained with funnier tracks
and dialogues in the days to
come. So, keep watching
your favourite Angoori Bhabi
in Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai at
10:30 pm, every Monday to
Friday only on &TV!”

Shubhangi Atre reacts to Vidya
Balan’s viral video of ‘Angoori Bhabi’

II n a recent #AskSRK ses-
sion on Twitter,

Bollywood's Badshah Shah
Rukh Khan revealed meet-
ing his upcoming film
Jawaan's director Atlee and
wife Priya's son.  

Just this week, one of
India's most regarded and
loved filmmakers, Atlee
announced the birth of his
son, alongwith his wife
Priya, garnering love and
warm wishes from across
quarters. Adding to the list
of well-wishers, Superstar
Shah Rukh Khan also
opened up about meeting
the infant.

Creating a rage not just in
theaters, Shah Rukh Khan
has also been winning
hearts with his famous
#AskSRK sessions, with his
sweet, witty and fun
responses to the fan ques-
tions.

During his latest AskSRK
session, a fan asked the
Superstar, "@iamsrk Met
with @Atlee_dir &
@priyaatlee new baby?", To
which SRK replied, "Yes he
is too sweet and Masha
Allah healthy".

After the humungous
success of Pathan, all eyes
are on Shah Rukh Khan's
next Jawaan, directed by
Atlee, also co-starring
Malayalam superstar
Nayanthara. With just a
glimpse into the film,
Jawaan has got everyone
excited creating immense
anticipation for the much-
awaited release.

SRK reveals
meeting
'Jawaan' 

Atlee's son

R achna Mistry is a
versatile actress and

has played vivid roles in
many serials. Currently
she is portraying the
character ‘Vidhi,’ which
is massively loved by the
audience. The show has
set its bar high due to its
amazing plot and wonder-
ful portrayal of Dev and
Vidhi's relationship, por-
trayed by Iqbal Khan and
Rachana Mistry, respec-
tively. The actors have fi-
nally demonstrated to the
audience through their
characters that love has
no bounds as they pre-
pare for their marriage
and defy social norms in
the show's upcoming se-
quence. Rachna Mistry,
who is currently shooting
for the wedding sequence
in the serial, speaks about
her mother’s reaction to
seeing her as a bride in
the serial.

She overwhelmingly
says, "My mother was
thrilled and moved to
tears when she saw me in
the bridal dress while
watching the trailer .We
rarely get time to share
the mother-daughter

bond, as I mostly stay
busy with shooting.
When we spoke to each
other about the same, she
said she was emotional
when she saw me in the
bridal dress, and she also
complimented me, saying
that I really looked pretty
and lovely. Despite the

fact that this is a staged
wedding, she was moved
to tears because she knew
the day would come when
I would have my own fam-
ily. Usually when I am at
home I organize my own
closet, and once I am mar-
ried I will be doing the
same at another place,
and this thought made
both of us emotional
while thinking about the
real marriage, where my
mom is already con-
cerned about Bidaai in fu-
ture".

Audiences will witness
‘Anokhi Shaadi of the
Year’ and discover how
Vidhi and Dev's lives un-
fold further after their
marriage. The popular
television show 'Na Umra
Ki Seema Ho' has set its
bar high as it tells a gen-
uine story of how age is
no barrier to love, de-
bunking a common socie-
tal misconception.

Stay tuned to watch
‘Na Umra Ki Seema Ho’
every Monday to
Saturday at 8:00 p.m.
on Star Bharat.

‘My mom had tears in her eyes
when she saw in me the bridal wear’

DD ebutant actor Zeyn Shaw,
who is impressing the

audience across quarters with
his impactful and promising
performance in his first ever
project 'Class', receives a
thumbs up from none other
than Superstar Salman Khan.
Creating a huge chatter across
internet currently, Netflix's lat-
est show 'Class' has been
receiving a tremendous
response from the audience all
over. Notably, Veer Ahuja's
character played by Zeyn Shaw
has been talked about for the
phenomenal character arc and
the young actor's compelling
performance. Portraying one of
the most pivotal and impactful
characters of the show, Zeyn
Shaw is receiving praises for
his effortless performance as
the rich, spoilt brat from Delhi,
who is exposed to emotions
and circumstances revolving
around power struggles, class,
caste and dark secrets of the
elite, rich dynasties of Delhi.

Making his debut with Netflix's
show, Zeyn Shaw has also
received a thumbs up from
Salman Khan himself, as the
Superstar gave a shoutout to
the young actor for his first on
screen appearance saying,
"Best Wishes". Zeyn also
penned a heartfelt note on his
social media with BTS images
capturing the journey of his
character on the show saying,
"It's been 2 and a half years but
now you guys are officially a
part of our CLA$$! Thank you
guys for the love ?? super
proud of every single person
associated with this project.
Those of you who haven't got
the chance to watch, go binge
it now!! And for the ones who
have, here's a little BTS. Don't
worry, it's spoiler free ??"
Making mark amidst the
ensemble cast of the show,
Zeyn Shaw has showcased
sparks of his talent, creating
interest for his upcoming proj-
ects.

Salman gives a shoutout to debutant actor Zeyn Shaw

S ony Entertainment
Television and

SonyLIV’s "MasterChef
India" has narrowed the
hunt for the best home
cook to its Top 11 contest-
ants. And this week,
Chefs Vikas Khanna,
Garima Arora, and
Ranveer Brar will judge
their culinary expertise
based on the "Time-
Bomb" challenge.

On the back of a quiz
round about food, the top
11 home cooks will get to
divide 11 ingredients
amongst themselves –
after which they must
hero that one ingredient
in their dish for the day.
When it will come to
Lucknow's Sachin
Khatwani's dish, he will
be presenting a dish with
"Raspberry" as his core

ingredient. Chef Vikas
Khanna would be adding
the spice of "humour"
and commenting on
Sachin's dish saying, "Ek
mandal mein 10 shaadi ho
rahi hai and kisi ko nai
pata kiski biwi kon hai
(Ten weddings are taking
place in the same room,
but no one knows who is
marrying whom)".

Chef Vikas Khanna
also spoke about the dish
afterwards saying, “I
truly believe in this life
mantra that applies to
food is well – Less is
More! Throwing too
many flavours and ingre-
dients together takes
away from the core of
the dish which can be
made so enjoyable if you
just focus on bringing
out the best in the ingre-

dient you’re meant to
hero. Who would have
thought Sachin could
make such a basic mis-
take but the best of us
sometimes have bad
days. We hope that
Sachin learns from his
mistakes, and I’m sure
he will because he is a
sharp kid.”

Talking about his ex-
perience Sachin
Khatwani shares, "To be-
come a Chef, one should
have all their senses
working in tandem with
each other and that is
what I will strive to do.
This dish of mine was a
misfire, there were pos-
sibilities that I missed
and I created a mishap
on the plate. I agree with
Chef Vikas, there were a
lot of things happening

on the plate without
rhyme or reason and
when we serve a plate to
the customer, they
should not look at the
plate and be bewildered
about the taste of the
food. Food should never
confuse, it's the one hon-
est thing that we nourish
our hearts and minds
with. Nevertheless,
every day I learn and
apply these teachings to
my skills as a home cook
in order to realise my
fullest potential as a
Chef."

Tune in to
‘MasterChef India’,
every Monday-Friday
at 9 pm only on Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television and
SonyLIV.

‘I truly believe in this life mantra that
applies to food is well – Less is More!’
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Nagpur, Feb 06 (PTI):

Ravichandran Ashwin’s
form will decide the fate of
the Border-Gavaskar
Trophy, feels former India
head coach Ravi Shastri,
who wouldn’t want the
team’s premier spinner to
“over-plan” against
Australia in the upcoming
four-match Test series.

Shastri, under whose
tutelage India won back-
to-back Test series in
Australia, also has no hesi-
tation in naming Kuldeep
Yadav as his choice as the
third spinner while keep-
ing Suryakumar Yadav as
a potent middle-order
game-changer. “Ashwin,
you don’t want him to
over-plan. He is good
enough to stick to his

plans as he is real crucial
player here. His form
might decide the series.
Ashwin comes as a pack-
age, he will get you impor-
tant runs as well,” Shastri
said, while answering a
query from PTI during an
interaction organised by
Star Sports, the official
broadcasters of the
Border Gavaskar Trophy.

“If Ashwin is on fire,
that might decide the out-
come of the series. He is
world class in most condi-
tions but in Indian condi-
tions, he is lethal. If the
ball starts spinning and
there is enough bite off
the surface, he will trouble
most batters. “So, you
don’t want Ashwin to over-
think and try too many
things. Just keep it there

and let the pitch do the
rest because as it is, it does
enough in India,” Shastri,
one of the shrewdest
brains in Indian cricket,
said. To another query
from PTI on his choice as
the third spinner, Shastri
replied:

“As far as third spinner
is concerned, I would like
to see Kuldeep play
straightaway. Jadeja and
Axar are pretty similar
bowlers. Kuldeep is differ-
ent. If you lose the toss on
Day 1, you need someone
who will give it a rip.

“If anyone spins it one
Day 1, it will be Kuldeep. If
the track doesn’t have too
much on offer, then
Kuldeep can come into
play.” He also gave another
important reason to in-

clude Kuldeep in the play-
ing XI. “As the game pro-
gresses with the fast
bowlers the Australians
have, the rough created on
both sides of the track will
come into play. So wrist
spinners can get the ball to
turn back in and out both
ways.”

Shastri is unapologetic
when asked about the kind
of track he would want.

“I want the ball to turn
from Day 1. Lose the toss,
so be it. Something there
on offer from Day 1, play-
ing at home, cash in on it.”

Shastri reckoned that
India should keep their 12
ready with Shubman Gill
in the scheme of things
and then decide looking at
the conditions of the
track. He doesn’t want

Suryakumar Yadav to be
ruled out from the playing
XI as a quick 40 on a rank
turner from him could be
a potential game-changer.

“Tough choice. You have
to pick the best player for
that position (No. 5). Surya
is one player who will be
proactive and looking to
rotate the strike.

“If you want to do well
in India, you have got to ro-
tate the strike and not let
bowlers bowl maidens at
you. Blocking won’t help.
A quick 30 or 40 could de-
cide the fate of game. He
(Surya) can get (the runs)
quickly and disrupt the op-
position. India should
back themselves to win by
two-match margin,”
Shastri, a veteran of 80
Tests said.

Nagpur, Feb 06 (PTI):
Former captain Ian
Chappell feels Rishabh
Pant’s presence would
have given sleepless
nights to Australia cap-
tain Pat Cummins but
even then India would
start firm favourites in
the upcoming four-match
Test series beginning
here on Thursday.

Pant met with a horrif-
ic car accident in
December last year and is
yet to be discharged from
the hospital after under-
going multiple surgeries
on his knee and heel.

“India are really going
to really miss Rishabh

Pant. The Australians
will be happy. He is a
counter attacker, the guy
who keep you awake are
guys who score quickly
and changes game in one
session. Pant was one
such player,” Chappell
said during an interac-
tion organised by Star
Sports, the official broad-
casters of the Test series
for the Border Gavaskar
Trophy. Chappell, one of
the most respected voices
in world cricket, feels that
Ravichandran Ashwin
will certainly be the
biggest threat but the
Australia batters need to
be proactive against him.

“Why is Ashwin likely
to be the threat? Because
he is a smart cricketer.
Ashwin will always be a
problem. Now, if you let
him bowl the way he
wants to bowl, you are in
trouble. He will be a
threat to Australia
throughout. They have
got to be proactive,”
Chappell said. “You got to
be thinking about being
proactive. If you are not
dictating terms, then you
are in trouble. You have
to get singles and rotate
the strike. He (Ashwin)
then has to change (his
strategy against) whom
he is bowling to then.”

Ashwin should not over-plan: Shastri
Bengaluru: Having enjoyed
fair degree of success in past
couple of years, Australia
opener Usman Khawaja
termed facing the
Ravichandran Ashwin-led
Indian spin attack as the
“hardest challenge” of the
four match series beginning
in Nagpur on February 9.

The Pakistan-born batter,
who arrived in India after his
teammates due to a visa
delay, will open the batting
alongside David Warner.
Khawaja has played limited
overs cricket in India but will
finally get his opportunity in
the longest format after
being part of the Test squad
in 2013 and 2017. Recently
named Australia’s ‘Test

Cricketer of the Year’, the
southpaw is expected to play
a big role in his team’s quest
to win its first series in India
since 2004-05. “There’s defi-
nitely a different feel. There
are no guarantees in this
game, but at least there’s a
bit more maturity particular-
ly in the batting, and more
maturity in the bowling.

“We’ve learnt a lot over
the last 10 years, particularly
the types of wickets we can
get and how we think we can
perform and go out and win
Test matches out here. It
feels like we are in a better
spot than before, but it’s
always going to be tough,” he
told the Sydney Morning
Herald.

Ashwin is a gun: Khawaja

India really going to miss
Rishabh Pant: Ian Chappell

Indian cricketers Rohit Sharma and Ishan Kishan during a practice session ahead of
the first test cricket match against Australia, at VCA Stadium in Nagpur, Monday.

Imphal, Feb 06 (PTI):

The tiny but football
powerhouse state of
Manipur will host its first
official international
matches next month in a
tri-nation friendly tourna-
ment involving Myanmar
and Kyrgyzstan, besides
the Indian team, at the
Khuman Lampak Stadium
here.

The matches will be
played on March 22, 24 and
26, which fall during the
FIFA international win-
dow.

Manipur chief minister
N Biren Singh announced
that the state capital will
host the international
tournament at a press con-
ference here in the pres-
ence of All India Football
Federation President
Kalyan Chaubey and
Secretary General Shaji
Prabhakaran.

“It is a great initiative
by the AIFF leadership
that we are getting to host

international friendly
matches in Manipur for
the first time in history,”
Biren said.

“From our end, I can as-
sure everyone that the
Government of Manipur
will do everything to pro-
vide the best facilities and
facilitate in the successful
organisation of the tour-
nament.

“Manipur has provided
many international play-
ers for the national team.

It is indeed an honour to
host the tournament and
further encourage our
players and sports enthu-
siasts.”

Biren mentioned the
names of the likes of
Renedy Singh,
Gouramangi Singh,
Udanta Singh, Amarjit
Kiyam, Suresh Wangjam
and Jeakson Singh who
have donned the country’s
jersey in international
matches.

“Manipur has been a
great contributor to
women’s football as well.
Players like Bala Devi,
who is one of the best
strikers of this genera-
tion, captain Ashalata
Devi, Dangmei Grace,
Elangbam Panthoi Chanu
and many more have made
the country proud time

and again well.” He also
requested the AIFF’s assis-
tance in establishing a top-
class academy in the state.

The 35,000 capacity
Khuman Lampak Stadium
where the matches will be
held has been hosting I-
League games. It hosted
group stage matches of
the prestigious Durand
Cup in August last year.

“We all are aware of
football’s popularity in
Manipur. The state has
produced a huge number
of footballers, both men
and women, but never be-
fore has a national team’s
match been organised in
the state,” Chaubey said.

“Having launched
Vision 2047 recently, our
aim is to take quality foot-
ball to the furthest corners
of the country. Manipur’s
vibrant football culture
makes them deserving
hosts, and so they have
been given charge of host-
ing the Senior National
Team’s matches.”

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  FFeebb  0066  ((PPTTII))::
Shuttlers Manraj Singh and
Rakshitha Sree S will lead a 19-
member Indian contingent at
the upcoming Dutch Junior and
German Junior International
tournaments next month. The
Dutch Junior International will
kick off from March 1 in
Haarlem while the German
Junior event will begin from
March 8 in Berlin.Badminton
Association of India (BAI) had
conducted a four-day selection
trial at Greater Noida from
January 24 to 27 to pick the
shuttlers for the year’s first two
major Junior International
Grand Prix events. India’s No.
33 men’s singles shuttler
Manraj topped the men’s sin-

gles category followed by
Ayush Shetty, Lokesh Reddy K
and Gagan. Rising shuttler
Rakshitha will lead the
women’s singles group along
with Shreya Lele, Jiya Rawat
and Aalisha Naik. Bhavya
Chhabra-Param Choudhary will
shoulder the men’s doubles
responsibility with in-form
Divyam Arora-Mayank Rana
making it to the team as the
second pair. The women’s dou-
bles duo of Vennala K and
Shreyanshi Valishetty, who also
represented India recently at
Badminton Asia Junior
Championships 2022, will be
keen to put up impactful per-
formances along with Vaishnavi
Khadkekar-Sania Sikkandar.

LLoonnddoonn,,  FFeebb  66  ((AAPP) Borna Coric
beat 2020 U.S. Open champion
Dominic Thiem 7-6 (3), 6-2 to
send Croatia into the group
stage of the Davis Cup. Coric
helped the Croatians win their
second Davis Cup title in 2018,
but he was sidelined when they
lost in the 2021 final while miss-
ing a year of action with a right
shoulder injury. He returned to
the tour last March, winning a
Masters 1000 title in August in
Cincinnati, Ohio, and rejoined
the Croatians when they
reached the Davis Cup semifi-
nals last year. His victory over

Thiem, who has also dealt with
injuries in recent years, gave
Croatia a 3-1 victory in Rijeka.
The Austrians had taken the tie
against the No. 1 team in the
Davis Cup rankings to a fourth
match when Alexander Erler
and Lucas Miedler beat Ivan
Dodig and Nikola Mektic 6-3, 7-
6 (11) in the doubles match ear-
lier Sunday. Chile, Finland, the
Netherlands, South Korea and
the Czech Republic also com-
pleted victories Sunday to
secure their places in the next
round, which will be played in
September.

Milan, Feb 06 (AP): 

World Cup winner
Lautaro Martinez contin-
ued his roaring start to the
year as he set Inter Milan
on its way to a 1-0 victory
over AC Milan in the
Derby della Madonnina.

Martinez has been in
fantastic form since help-
ing Argentina win the
World Cup in December
and he netted his seventh
goal in his last eight
matches as Inter consoli-
dated second spot in Serie
A with a second win over
its fierce rival in less than
three weeks.

“As soon as the World
Cup was over I said that
winning it had fired me
up,” Mart nez said. “It’s
the best present that I have
ever received, I learnt a lot
and I’m trying to put all
that on the field.”

It was Martinez’s 12th
league goal of the season,
putting him four behind
leading Serie A goalscorer
Victor Osimhen, who

scored another two on
Sunday to help runaway
leader Napoli win 3-0 at
lowly Spezia.

Inter is 13 points behind
Napoli and three points
above third-place Roma. It
is five points above Lazio,
Atalanta and Milan, which
has slipped to sixth after a
woeful start to the year.

“I complimented my
players because they were
perfect, I don’t remember
a derby won and dominat-
ed in this way,” Inter coach
Simone Inzaghi said.

“We had a really great
derby, winning two der-
bies in the space of 20 days
isn’t something that hap-
pens every year. We’re not

looking either ahead of us
or behind us in the stand-
ings, but just at ourselves.”

Milan’s winless run ex-
tended to seven matches.
That streak included elim-
ination from the Italian
Cup and a 3-0 loss to Inter
in the Super Cup.

Before the derby, Milan
had also conceded an un-
precedented nine goals in
its past two Serie A match-
es.

With that perhaps play-
ing in their minds, the
Rossoneri defended deep
from the start and rarely
got out of their own half.
Milan had to wait almost
an hour for its first shot,
and that was off target.

Inter almost took the
lead in the 10th minute but
Mart nez headed just wide
of the right upright.

Martinez did better in
the 34th as he got away
from Simon Kj r at the
near post to get his head to
a corner and it took a de-
flection off the Milan de-
fender on the way in.

Zagreb, Feb 06 (PTI):

Asian Championships
bronze medallist Ashu
clinched the 67kg bronze
medal for India in the
Greco Roman category on
the concluding day of the
Zagreb Open Ranking
Series here on Sunday. The
23-year-old
g rappler
added a
s e c o n d
bronze to
I n d i a ’ s
tally, de-
f e a t i n g
L i t h u a n i a ’ s
Adomas Grigaliunas 5-0.
Under-23 world champion,
freestyle wrestler Aman
Sehrawat, had won the
men’s 57kg bronze on the
inaugural day.

Ashu, who had lost
Iran’s Reza Mahdi Abbasi
9-0 in the qualification
round, came back strongly
in the repechage bouts, de-
feating Hungary’s Adam
Phoilec 8-0 before over-
coming Norway’s Haavard
Joergensen 9-0 to make the

bronze-medal round. The
Indian had three points in
the first period and two in
the second as the judges
declared a win by decision.

Another Indian Greco-
Roman wrestler Sagar lost
his 63kg repechage round
bout to Austria’s Aker
Schmid Al Obaidi after his
quarter-final rival, Iran’s
Aref Hossein Khoun
Mohammadi, entered the
final. In other bouts on
Sunday, Birmingham

Commonwealth Games
silver medallist Samantha
Stewart got the better of
India’s Asian
Championships bronze
medallist Sushma
Shokeen with the
Canadian effecting a fall
in the the women’s 53kg
quarter-final.

Sushma had beaten
France’s Tetiana
Profatilova and China’s
Yuhong Zhong in the earli-
er rounds.

More disappointment
was in store for India as
72kg wrestler Reetika
could not make it to the
semi-finals through the
round-robin format, while
Kiran (76kg) also failed to
advance.

Greco-Roman wrestlers
Manjeet (55kg),
Gyanender (60kg), Ankit
Gulia (72kg) and Narinder
Cheema (97kg) also re-
turned empty-handed
from the event as they
failed to qualify for the
medal rounds of their re-
spective weight cate-
gories.

Ashu clinches bronze 
as other wrestlers disappoint

Marseille loses 3-1 
to Nice, Monaco wins
to keep pressure on

PPaarriiss:: Second-place Marseille
saw its unbeaten run end as it
lost 3-1 at home to Nice to slip
eight points behind French
league leader Paris Saint-
Germain. Marseille’s first
league defeat in 10 games
means it is only ahead of third-
place Lens on goal difference,
with in-form Monaco now two
points back in fourth spot.
Third place secures a place in
the qualifying rounds of the
Champions League next sea-
son. Marseille fans got a first
look at club-record signing
Vitinha, a forward who joined
from Portuguese side Braga for
32 million euros ( 34.5 million).
Terem Moffi made his debut for
eighth-place Nice after joining
from Lorient, where he scored
12 goals this season.

Neither made much of an
impression in a first half where
Nice’s superior pressing game
troubled Marseille and pre-
vented it from getting the ball
regularly to playmaker Dimitri
Payet. Vitinha’s lack of famil-
iarity with his teammates and
the 35-year-old Payet’s tiring
legs played into Nice’s high-
octane game and the visitors
scored twice at the end of the
first half.

Martinez scores again as Inter
beats Milan in Serie A derby

Inter Milan’s Lautaro Martinez celebrates after scoring
his side’s opening goal during the Serie A soccer match
between Inter Milan and AC Milan at the San Siro
Stadium, in Milan.

Croatia advances in Davis
Cup as Coric beats Thiem

Football powerhouse Manipur to host
first international matches in March

 India to play
against Myanmar
and Kyrgyzstan

Manraj and Rakshitha to 
spearhead Indian contingent at Dutch

and German Junior tournament
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HC permits woman to relocate with minor
daughter to US with second husband

New Delhi, Feb 06 (PTI): 

The Delhi High Court
has granted permission to
a woman to take her five-
and a half-year-old daugh-
ter to the United States
where she is relocating
with her second husband,
saying the child is stated to
be extremely attached to
her mother and it will be in
her welfare to continue to
stay with her mother.

While the woman filed
an application seeking
modification of the exist-
ing arrangement of visita-
tion rights given to the
man, the ex-husband
moved a plea seeking cus-
tody of the child on the
ground that her relocation

to the US with her mother
would not be in her welfare
and she should be allowed
to live in her own country.

"Even though, I have no
hesitation in agreeing
with... (man's counsel) that
the child must not be denied
the right to regularly inter-
act with the father, the ques-
tion before this court now is
as to whether this right of
the child as also of the fa-
ther can be protected only
by compelling the child to
stay back in India, when her
mother relocates to USA.
The answer, in my consid-
ered view, is a clear No',"
Justice Rekha Palli said.

"Today, the technology
has advanced so much that
regular interactions be-

tween two individuals liv-
ing in different countries
or even continents can be
easily be maintained
through video calls and
video conferencing," the
judge said.

The high court said in
the last three years, when
the world was grappling
with the Covid pandemic,
interactions through video
calls have become the new
norm which was also evi-
dent from the fact that even
when courts today are func-
tioning fully physically,
lawyers are being permit-
ted to join through video
conferencing. This is only
because of the advance-
ments in technology.

The court agreed with

the man's counsel that the
father, even if he is a non-
custodial parent, plays a
very important role in the
life of the child and no
minor should be insulated
from the parental touch
and influence of any of
his parents as both of
them play an important
role in the development of
the child's personality.

However, it said that the
man, who voluntarily per-
mitted the woman to take
care of the child ever
since the age of two and
was satisfied with two vis-
itations every month with
one of them being an
overnight visitation, can-
not now be permitted to
urge that because the

mother wants to relocate
to the US, she must leave
the child behind in his
custody.

New Delhi, Feb0 6 (PTI): 

More than 30 lakh
Indians went abroad for
higher education during
2017-2022, the Ministry of
Education told Lok Sabha
on Monday. The informa-
tion was shared by Subhas
Sarkar, the Union
Education Minister of
State, in a written re-
sponse to a question by
JD(U) MP Rajiv Ranjan
Singh alias Lalan Singh
and others.

"Ministry of Home
Affairs' Bureau of
Immigration, maintains
departure and arrival data
of Indians. But there is no
index for capturing the
category of Indians going
abroad for higher educa-
tion purpose.

Purpose of Indians
going abroad for higher
education is captured
manually based either on
their verbal disclosure or

the type of visa of the des-
tination country produced
by them at the time of im-
migration clearance," he
said.

Sarkar said 7.50 lakh
Indians disclosed their
purpose of visit as study
or education while going
abroad in 2022. The num-
ber in preceding years was
-- 4.4 lakh (2021), 2.59 lakh
(2020), 5.86 lakh (2019), 5.17
lakh (2018) and 4.54 lakh
(2017). The minister was
also asked if it is a fact
that the money being
spent by Indian

students abroad is more
than the education budget
of the country, and if the
government has any pro-
posal to establish
"International University
of high standard" to save
the said funds.

Responding to this part
of the question, Sarkar
said, "as of now there is no
proposal to set up

International University
in the country".

"However, University
Grants Commission
(UGC) has drafted en-
abling Regulations to facil-
itate establishment of
campuses of Foreign
Higher Educational
Institutions in India.

"The draft University
Grants Commission
(Setting up and Operation
of Campuses of Foreign
Higher Educational
Institutions In India)
Regulations, 2023 was
placed in the

public domain seeking
feedback, suggestions,
comments etc from all
stakeholders by January
18, 2023. However, in view
of the requests received
from stakeholders, the last
date for receiving com-
ments on the draft
Regulations has been ex-
tended till February 20,"
he said.

Lucknow, Feb 06 (PTI): 

Congress workers here
on Monday staged a protest
march amid heavy police
deployment demanding a
detailed inquiry into the
Hindenburg allegations
against the Adani group,
conducted, either by a Joint
Parliamentary Committee
or the Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court. The party
also handed over a memo-
randum of its demands, ad-
dressed to the President of
India, to the Commissioner
of Police.

The Congress has been
continuously raising its
voice in the House demand-
ing a detailed inquiry into
the matter, but the central
government led by the BJP
is not ready for a discus-
sion, the party said in a
statement. Congress work-
ers began its march from
Begum Hazrat Mahal

(Parivartan Chowk) under
the leadership of provin-
cial president and former
minister Nakul Dubey to go
to the State Bank
Headquarters, UP
Congress spokesperson
Krishan Kant Pandey said
in the statement.

As they proceeded with
the march, police force de-
ployed in large numbers

stopped them on their way,
after which the protesters
sat on a dharna near the
Babu KD Singh Stadium.

Pandey called the matter
"the biggest scam of the
century." "It is obvious that
somewhere the govern-
ment is conniving with
Adani, that is why it is
scared of the investigation
of this scam," he said.

HAL was used to target his
govt and instigate people: PM
Tumakuru (KTK), Feb 06 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Monday attacked the
Congress for "using" the
Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited as a pretext to
level allegations against
his government and insti-
gate people.

"Today, HAL's helicopter
factory stands as a testimo-
ny that has exposed the
lies and misinformation
spread about HAL", Modi
said, without naming the
Congress, after inaugurat-
ing the Bengaluru-head-
quartered company's heli-
copter factory -- the coun-
try's largest chopper man-
ufacturing facility -- at
Bidarehalla kaval in Gubbi

taluk of this district. "The
Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited was used as a pre-
text to level allegations
against our government.
Conspiracies were hatched
to instigate people. Today
the HAL is advancing our
motto of 'Atma Nirbhar
Bharat'," he said.

The then Congress pres-
ident Rahul Gandhi had
during 2017-18 said there
was a need to "defend the
dignity of India's defend-
ers" as he accused the
Narendra Modi govern-
ment of "snatching" the
Rafale offset contract from
HAL and "gifting" it to
Anil Ambani's company.

"HAL is India's strategic
asset. The future of India's
aerospace industry has

been destroyed by snatch-
ing #Rafale from HAL &
gifting it to Anil Ambani,"
the Congress leader had
said. Rahul Gandhi and
his Congress party at the
time were attacking the
Modi government over the
Rs 58,000 crore Rafale
fighter jet deal alleging
corruption and
favouritism.

Modi recalled that he
had in 2016 laid the foun-
dation stone of the factory
which was inaugurated
today, with a resolve that
India has to minimise its
defence imports and be-
come self-reliant. "Now,
hundreds of defence
equipment are manufac-
tured in India", he 
pointed out.

New Delhi, Feb 06 (PTI): 

The prime objective of
the Namami Gange pro-
gramme is to make the
water of the Ganga suit-
able for outdoor bathing,
not drinking, the Centre
told Rajya Sabha on
Monday.

Surface water, including
that of the rivers, is re-
quired to undergo "neces-
sary treatment/purifica-
tion" for making it potable
or fit for human consump-
tion, Union Minister of
State for Jal Shakti
Bishweswar Tudu said in
a written reply.

The Centre launched the
Namami Gange pro-
gramme in June 2014 for a
period up to March 31,

2021, to rejuvenate the
Ganga and its tributaries.
The Centre subsequently
extended the programme
up to March 31, 2026.

"The main objective of
the river rejuvenation
programme is to meet the
primary water quality
criteria for outdoor
bathing notified by the
Ministry of
Environment, Forest and
Climate Change and not
drinking water quality,"
the minister said.

In a question, Janata
Dal (United) member
Ram Nath Thakur and
the Samajwadi Party's
Javed Ali Khan had
sought to know from the
Jal Shakti Ministry if the
Ganga water was "still

not potable or bathable"
after spending thousands
of crores since the launch
of the programme to
clean the river.

In his written reply, the
minister said the Central
Pollution Control Board
(CPCB) has been carrying
out water quality assess-
ment of the river at 97 lo-
cations in five main "stem
states" through the re-
spective State Pollution
Control Boards (SPCBs)
under the Namami Gange
programme.

As per CPCB data for
January to October, 2022,
the minister said, the "ob-
served water quality" of
the river indicates that
dissolved oxygen (DO),
which is an indicator of

the river's health has been
found to be "within ac-
ceptable limits of notified
primary bathing water
quality criteria and is sat-
isfactory to support the
ecosystem of the river for
almost the entire stretch
of the river Ganga".

As a result of multi-sec-
toral interventions, as per
comparison of median
data of water quality pa-
rameters viz, DO, bio-
chemical oxygen demand
(BOD) and faecal col-
iforms (FC) of the year
2014 and 2022 (January to
October); DO (median)
has improved at 33 loca-
tions; BOD at 41 locations
and FC at 28 locations, re-
spectively," he said.

The minister said a total

Rs 13,709.72 crore was re-
leased to the National
Mission for Clean Ganga
(NMCG) from the 2014-15
fiscal till 31 December,
2022.

Of this, Rs 13,245.68
crore have been disbursed
by the NMCG to the state
governments, state mis-
sions for clean Ganga and
other agencies for imple-
mentation of the projects
related to the river's reju-
venation, he said.

"Cleaning of river
Ganga is a continuous
process and National
Mission for Clean Ganga
is implementing various
projects for conservation
and rejuvenation of river
Ganga and its tributaries,"
the minister added.

HC directs ASI to file report
on status of functionality of

instruments at Jantar Mantar
New Delhi, Feb 06 (PTI): 

The Delhi High Court
has directed the
Archaeological Survey of
India (ASI) to file a report
regarding the status of the
functionality of instru-
ments at the Jantar Mantar
here.

Justice Manmeet Pritam
Singh Arora was hearing a
contempt petition against
the authorities for alleged
non-compliance of the
court's September 2010
order in which the ASI had
given an undertaking that
the national monument
shall be restored to its origi-
nal glory to the best of their
ability and astronomical
instruments available
there would be made func-
tional.

The petitioner submitted
that the central issue in the
present proceedings is that
the instruments at the

Jantar Mantar monument
are not in a functional posi-
tion and added that despite
the passage of 12 years
things remain unchanged.

Hearing the petition, the
high court passed an order
on January 20 in which it
directed the ASI to file the
status report within four
weeks and specifically set
out its stand regarding the
existing status on the func-
tionally of the instruments
at the monument.

It also asked the petition-
er to file a response to ASI's
affidavit after it is submit-
ted. It listed the matter for
further hearing on April 24.

A division bench of the
high court had in 2010
passed an order recording
an undertaking given on
behalf of the ASI that
Jantar Mantar shall be
made functional and will
be restored to its original
glory.

Kuda (Surendranagar), Feb 06 (PTI): 

Former US secretary of
state Hillary Clinton on
Monday announced a
Global Climate Resilience
Fund of 50 million dollars
for women to fight climate
change in association with
the Self Employed
Women's Association
(SEWA) founded by late ac-
tivist Ela Bhatt. The fund
will empower women and
communities to fight cli-
mate change and help pro-
vide new livelihood re-
sources and education, she
said.

Clinton visited salt pan
workers in the Little Rann
of Kutch near Kuda village
in Gujarat's Surendranagar
district and learnt from
them the process of salt
production and hardships
faced by them. "Today,
Clinton Global Initiative

with American
Indian foundation,
SEWA and other or-
ganisations, I an-
nounce 50 million
dollar Global Climate
Resilience Fund for
women," she said ad-
dressing the salt pan
workers. "I have had
the privilege of
working with
Elaben (Bhatt) and
SEWA for nearly 30
years. But we are
thinking about next
50 years," she said.

"Whether you're
in construction,
waste recycling,
plastic, or a farmer,
your challenge to make an
income working through
heat will be the next big
problem," said Clinton,
who is on a two-day visit to
Gujarat from Sunday. She
had attended a pro-

gramme in Ahmedabad on
Sunday to mark 50 years of
SEWA as a trade union
and paid homage to its
founder and renowned so-
cial activist Ela Bhatt, who
passed away in November

last year. During the event,
she had said heat caused
by climate change poses
an additional challenge to
women workers in infor-
mal sectors and the Global
Climate Resilience Fund

will help tackle this
challenge.

On Monday,
Clinton said she
started talking to
R e e m a b e n
Nanavati, SEWA's
director, regarding
the new struggle
that heat is present-
ing, because every
job that members of
the women's trade
union represent
"will be affected by
heat." Nanavati sug-
gested that SEWA
can be the nodal
agency for such a
first-of-its-kind ex-
periment.

"We have brought to-
gether a group of con-
cerned people to help with
this challenge, and a num-
ber of these groups are
represented here to help
start the Global Climate

Resilience Fund in part-
nership with SEWA -- the
first fund like this in the
world," Clinton said.

She said working with
SEWA will be the Clinton
Global Initiative,
Rockefeller Foundation
Resilience Center,
Algorand Foundation,
Council for Inclusive
Capitalism, and the
American India
Foundation.

"These will be some of
the partners with SEWA to
begin to address this very
significant challenge," she
said. Clinton said anyone
who has to go outside for
work, like police officers,
fire-fighters, people in
every walk of life going in
and out to work in heat "are
going to need the kind of
help and support that this
project pioneered by SEWA
will provide."
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Hillary announces 50 million dollar Global Climate
Resilience Fund for women to tackle climate change

Former USA secretary of state Hillary Clinton interacts with women Salt
Pan Workers and SEWA members, at Little Rann of Kutch in
Surendranagar, Monday.

Namami Gange’s main objective to make river’s
water fit for outdoor bathing, not drinking: Centre

Congress takes out march in Lucknow
against government on Adani issue

Congress workers stage a protest demanding inquiry into
Adani row after Hindenburg report, in Lucknow, Monday.

MMuummbbaaii,,  FFeebb  0066  ((PPTTII)):: The
Congress on Monday demand-
ed the Centre seize the pass-
port of Gautam Adani, who is
battling allegations of stock
manipulation, to prevent him
from escaping the country as
the opposition party held
protests against Adani outside
offices of LIC and SBI. A
Mumbai Congress leader said
businessmen Vijay Mallya and
Nirav Modi could escape the
country because the BJP gov-
ernment didn't confiscate their
passports in time. The
Congress staged demonstra-
tions outside the offices of the
State Bank of India (SBI) and
the Life Insurance Corporation
as part of the party's nation-
wide protests over the Adani
issue. "The Centre should con-
fiscate the passport of Gautam
Adani so that he would not be
able to escape the country.

When scams by Harshad
Mehta or Ketan Paresh were
unearthed, the then Union gov-
ernment led by Congress had
confiscated their passports
preventing Mehta and Parekh
from flying out of India,"
Mumbai Congress chief Bhai
Jagtap told reporters. He said
industrialists Vijay Mallya and
Nirav Modi, who are facing al-
legations of loan default and
banking fraud, managed to run
away from the country be-
cause their passports were not
seized by the BJP government
in time. Adani Group stocks
have taken a beating on the
bourses after the US short-sell-
er Hindenburg Research made
a litany of allegations last fort-
night in its report, including
fraudulent transactions and
share price manipulation at the
Gautam Adani-led group,
which has denied the charges

Congress demands seizure of Gautam Adani’s passport

Over 30 lakh Indians went abroad during
2017-22 for higher education: Govt


