
Cheetahs 
BBhhooppaall:: Twelve cheetahs
that will arrive in Madhya
Pradesh from South
Africa on Saturday will be
released into their quar-
antine enclosures in Kuno
National Park (KNP) by
Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan and Union
minister Bhupender
Yadav, an official said.

Director 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Senior bureau-
crat Lalithalakshmi was
on Thursday appointed
director in the Prime
Minister's Office (PMO).
Lalithalakshmi, a 2008-
batch Indian
Administrative Service
(IAS) officer of the West
Bengal cadre, is currently
the campus director of
the National Institute of
Fashion Technology
(NIFT) in Kolkata.

Demand
JJaammmmuu:: Kashmiri Pandit
employees protesting
over pending salaries and
relocation to Jammu
staged an overnight sit-in
outside the BJP office
here and refused to
budge till their demands
are met. The Kashmiri
Pandit employees have
been on protest for the
past 287 days after their
colleagues were killed by
terrorists in the valley.

Robbery
AAmmrriittssaarr:: Two armed rob-
bers looted Rs 22 lakh
cash from the Punjab
National Bank branch at
Macleod Road here on
Thursday, police said.
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (detective)
Mukhwinder Singh
Bhullar said two unidenti-
fied men arrived on a
scooter and one of them,
who was wearing a mask,
entered the bank.

Booked 
KKaannnnuurr  ((KKeerr)):: Two teach-
ers of a state-run school
have been booked for
alleged abetment to sui-
cide of a girl student in
this north Kerala district,
police said on
Thursday.The eighth stan-
dard student of the gov-
ernment higher second-
ary school in nearby
Peralassery was found
dead early this month.

New Vice Chief 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Lt Gen MV
Suchindra Kumar has been
appointed as the new Vice
Chief of Army Staff, official
sources said on Thursday.
He is currently serving as
the Deputy Chief of Army
Staff (Strategy) in the
Army Headquarters. Lt
Gen Kumar will succeed
Lt Gen B S Raju who has
been appointed as the
Jaipur- headquartered
South Western Army
Commander, the
sources said.
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A Kashmiri pandit woman partic-
ipates in a culture program dur-
ing 'Mahashivratri Mahotsav' at
Jagti colony, housing Kashmiri
migrants, in Jammu, Thursday. 
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Agartala, Feb 16(PTI): 

Tripura recorded over 81
per cent polling till 4 pm in
the one-day election to the
60-member Tripura
Assembly on Thursday, a
senior EC official said.

The voting percentage
will increase as around
50,000 voters are still stand-
ing in queues at the polling
stations to exercise their
franchise, the official said.

"Till 4 pm, an average
81.11 per cent polling was
recorded in all the 60
Assembly constituencies,
while around 50,000 voters
are still in queues when
the report came in last,"
additional chief electoral

officer U J Mog told PTI.
Voters who are in the
queues and took tokens by
4 pm will be allowed to cast
their votes even after 6 pm
or beyond, he added.

In the 2018 Assembly
election voting had contin-
ued beyond the stipulated
time till 9.30 pm and the
overall turnout was 79 per
cent. Bru refugees who re-
settled in the state recently
took part in the polling for
the first time. Of the total
37,136 Bru population in

the state 14,005 are eligible
to vote. Voting began at 7
am in all the 3337 polling
stations and gained pace as
the day progressed.

The election was marred
by a few untoward inci-
dents. Police said three
CPI(M) activists were in-
jured in two incidents.

New Delhi, Feb 16 (PTI): 

The Enforcement Directorate
(ED) has arrested alleged con-
man Sukesh Chandrashekhar in
a fresh money laundering case
linked to duping former
Religare promoter
Malvinder Singh's
wife by posing as
Union home and law
secretaries.
Chandrashekhar, 33,
was taken into cus-
tody under criminal
sections of the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) from a
local jail on Thursday evening
and a Delhi court later sent him
to nine-day ED custody.
The federal probe agency had
sought 14-day custody of the
alleged conman from the court
of Additional Sessions Judge

Shailender Malik. Chandrashek-
har's lawyer Anant Malik told
the court that custodial interro-
gation of his client was not
required as the case was regis-
tered in September 2021 and
he had been called to unearth

the money trail in the
case at a "belated
stage".
This is the third
money laundering
case in which the ED
has arrested
Chandrashekhar. The
other two cases relate

to Chandrashekar allegedly
duping Aditi Singh, the wife of
Malvinder Singh's brother
Shivinder Singh, of Rs 200
crore and to purported bribing
of Election Commission offi-
cials to get the AIADMK's 'two
leaves' symbol for the V K
Sasikala faction.

Mumbai, Feb 16 (PTI): 

Maharashtra Deputy
Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis said the airport at
renowned temple town
Shirdi in the state's
Ahmednagar district had re-
ceived night landing licence
from regulator Directorate
General of Civil Aviation on
Thursday.

The move is set to en-
hance the connectivity to the
town, where a world famous
temple dedicated to Sai Baba
is located, and which is al-
ready part of the Mumbai-
Nagpur Samruddhi
Expressway and also has a
Vande Bharat service from
Mumbai that was inaugurat-
ed recently by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

"Hat-trick of Good news

for SaiBhakts and for
Maharashtra! After
Samruddhi Mahamarg,
Vande Bharat Express, now
our Shirdi airport gets the
'Night landing' licence from
DGCA this morning!,"
Fadnavis said in a social
media post. "Airlines are ex-
pected to start night flights
as early as March/April 2023
onwards. Currently 13
flights operate from this air-
port. More flights are expect-
ed to be added now," the
deputy CM added. Fadnavis
said he was fortunate to be at
the helm (as state chief min-
ister) when the greenfield
airport started in 2017 and
was joyous on the facility re-
ceiving the night landing li-
cence when the state govern-
ment is being led by Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde.

New Delhi, Feb 16 (PTI) 

In a bid to increase its
footprint, the government is
planning a fresh auction of
FM radio stations, roll out
an OTT platform and con-
duct trials of direct-to-mo-
bile television broadcast
this year, Information and
Broadcasting Secretary
Apurva Chandra said on
Thursday.

"We are also working to-
wards an auction of FM
radio stations this year. We
hope to take FM radio to
Tier 2 and Tier 3 cities this
year," he said addressing the
Broadcast Engineering

Society Expo here. He said
though there were a large
number of FM radio sta-
tions, the service covered
only 60 per cent of the coun-
try. Chandra said the gov-
ernment has made an allo-
cation of Rs 2,500 crore over
a four-year period for the
Broadcasting Infrastructure
and Network Development
(BIND) Scheme to widen the
reach of Prasar Bharati, in-
cluding in the Left wing ex-
tremism, border and strate-
gic areas. The scheme aims
to boost public sector broad-
casting in the country and
focuses on infrastructure
development of Prasar
Bharati, including All India
Radio (AIR) and
Doordarshan (DD). Chandra
said IIT-Kanpur and

Sankhya Labs have installed
transmitters along Kartavya
Path and adjoining areas to
demonstrate how television
signals can be directly
broadcast to mobile phones.

"Now you can receive tele-
vision signals directly to
your mobile. This is a very
interesting technology,
which has the potential to
increase the reach of televi-
sion media," he said.

He said mobile phone
users will have to attach a
special dongle to their mo-
bile devices to receive televi-
sion signals. Chandra said
mobile manufacturers will
have to be encouraged to in-
stall a special chip in the
phone devices so that televi-
sion signals can be received
without the dongle.

New Delhi, Feb 16 (PTI): 
The Centre on Thursday
launched a competition to
select the best tourism village
from across the country, and
also a new website to promote
rural tourism.
The launch took place here in
the presence of Union Culture
and Tourism Minister G Kishan
Reddy and Minister of State for
Culture and Defence Ajay Bhatt.
The 'Best Tourism Village
Competition' helmed by the
tourism ministry will be held in
three stages, and will seek
entries at district level, state
level and finally at the national
level, officials said.

New Delhi, Feb 16 (PTI): 

President Droupadi
Murmu on Thursday said
India is on a mission to ex-
pand its global engage-
ment taking advantage of
its excellent manufactur-
ing capabilities, high-qual-
ity talent and cutting-edge
advanced technology at-
tainments.

She observed that India
is emerging as the most
favoured manufacturing
destination for sophisticat-
ed industries.

"From highly sophisti-
cated areas like defence,
aerospace to manufactur-

ing of mobile phones,
India has been emerging
as the most favoured desti-
nation," said the president.

She asserted that the
policies adopted in the re-

cent past have given fillip
to an unprecedented inclu-
sive growth and noted that
the nation has significant
potential to engage with
the international market.

Bengaluru, Feb 16 (PTI):

A team of scien-
tists from Ahmedabad-
based Physical Research
Laboratory (PRL), the
United States and Japan
has found a unique group
of ancient lunar basaltic
meteorites, suggesting a
new scenario for the ori-
gin of lunar basalts, ac-
cording to ISRO.

PRL, which is a unit of
the Department of Space,
carries out fundamental
research in select areas of
physics, space and atmos-
pheric sciences, astrono-
my, astrophysics and solar
physics, and planetary and
geo-Sciences.

The Indian Space
Research Organisation
(ISRO) issued a statement
on Thursday saying the
Moon's dark regions that

are visible to the naked
eye, known as the 'mare',
are remnants of a violent
history of the Solar
System. There are no
records, though, of these
frenzied events on Earth.

The Moon, having
changed very little over
billions of years, provides
us a window to ponder
over the past. The large
mare regions on the near
side of the Moon, that can
be seen from Earth, main-
ly consists of basalts com-
prising volcanic rocks, it
said.

These regions hold the
key to how the Moon
cooled and evolved besides
providing information on
what were the sources of
heat that melted and crys-
tallised the material to the
present day rocks, the
Bengaluru-headquartered

national space agency
said. The Apollo, Luna,
and Chang'E-5 missions
have brought to Earth an
extensive collection of
mare basalts. Apollo mare
basalts date back to the
age of 3.8 3.3 Ga (Ga is one
billion years) and were col-
lected from a region that is
highly rich in potassium,
rare earth elements, and
phosphorous known as
Procellarum KREEP
Terrane (PKT), it was
noted. KREEP is the
acronym for a place that
has deposits of potassium
(chemical symbol - K), rare
earth elements (REE) and
phosphorus (chemical
symbol - P)

These are rich in ra-
dioactive elements that
provide the heat to melt
rocks resulting in KREEP-
rich basalts.

Mumbai, Feb 16 (PTI): 

Indian cricketer Prithvi
Shaw's car was attacked
with a baseball bat by a per-
son after a brawl over tak-
ing selfies with him outside
a luxury hotel at Santacruz
in Mumbai, police officials
said on Thursday.

The incident took place
in the early hours of
Wednesday, they said,
adding that a woman social
media influencer, identified
as Sapna Gill, was arrested
in this connection on

Thursday evening, while
seven others were booked
on the charge of rioting
and extortion. A video of
the incident has gone viral
on social media. Shaw had
gone to the hotel located
near the domestic airport
at Santacruz for dinner
with his businessman
friend when it occurred, an
official said.

New Delhi, Feb 16 (PTI): 

Senior Congress leader
Shashi Tharoor on
Thursday virtually ruled
out contesting the CWC
polls if the party decides to
hold them, saying he is not
considering any further
elections after having
fought the AICC presiden-
tial polls and it is "for others
to step forward".

In an exclusive interview
with PTI on the Congress'
upcoming plenary session
in Chhattisgarh's Raipur,
Tharoor said the conven-
tion comes at an "inflection
point" in the party's history
as it is being held after the
presidential polls and the
Bharat Jodo Yatra, and
ahead of the 2024 elections.

The Lok Sabha MP from
Thiruvananthapuram said
the plenary could not have
come at a more opportune

time and gives the party
members an opportunity to
focus on what "we have
gained" and what faces the
party in terms of chal-
lenges for the future.

Asked if it was essential
for the party to have polls
for the Congress Working
Committee (CWC) at the
party's plenary session and
if he had raised this issue
with the party leadership,
Tharoor said, "I had made
the point that elections are
healthy for the party and
participated in one election
myself and now that I have
lost, I don't think it is my
business to tell the party
leadership what to do. Let
them take the steps that
they judge are appropriate."

He stressed the majority
view in the All India
Congress Committee
(AICC) is the view that will
prevail.

ASSEMBLY POLLS

Tripura records robust
81 % voter turnout 

Till 4 pm
Voters waiting 
in queues

An elderly voter shows 
her inked finger after casting

her vote at a polling booth
during the Tripura Assembly
elections, in North Tripura 

district, Thursday.

Tourism village
competition

NEW PMLA CASE

ED arrests Sukesh Chandrashekhar

Patna, Feb 16 (PTI): 
A shopkeeper tried to immo-
late himself on the outskirts
of Patna on Thursday, in
presence of a posse of police
and Railway Protection Force
personnel who were trying to
remove encroachments in the
area, a senior official said.
According to District
Magistrate, Patna,
Chandrashekhar Singh, the
incident took place in
Gulzarbagh locality where
Railways had sought help for
removing encroachments.
"Accordingly, officials of local
administration and local
police station had accompa-
nied the RPF personnel who
were to evict the encroach-
ers", the DM told PTI.

‘Shirdi airport gets night
landing licence from DGCA’

Govt plans OTT platform, 
direct-to-mobile TV, FM auction

To increase 
footprint

DARE DEVIL ACT

Nihangs (Sikh warriors) perform during a procession to mark the 200 years of martyrdom of Akali
Baba Phula Singh Nihang, in Amritsar, Thursday.

Man tries to
immolate himself 

AI to revolutionise healthcare: Prez
India on mission 
to expand global
engagement

President Droupadi Murmu with Union Minister for Heavy Industries
Mahendra Nath Pandey during the inauguration of the International
Engineering and Technology Fair (IETF) 2023, in New Delhi, Thursday.
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DY ‘Group of lunar meteorites throw
light on origin of basalts on Moon’

Once bitten? Tharoor says
no plan to contest CWC poll

DENIED SELFIES

Cricketer Prithvi
Shaw’s car attacked

Woman social
media influencer
held, 7 others
booked for rioting,
extortion

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The Election Commission on Thursday said the Tripura
assembly polls remained "largely violence-free", with Bru migrant
voters being able to exercise their franchise for the first time in
many years. The tentative voter turnout was recorded at around 80
per cent. Final turnout figures will be known by Friday, it said. No
complaints have been received so far by the EC demanding
repolling, EC officials said. "There have been no reports of any
major violence or attack on candidates or (polling) agents, intimida-
tion of voters, throwing of bombs, repoll (or) damage to EVMs. As
against 168 repolls in the state in the 2019 Lok Sabha polls, today's
polls in 60 assembly seats in Tripura have been largely peaceful with
no (demand for) repoll reported so far," the poll panel said. "Minor
instances" of violence which were reported were promptly looked
into by local teams, it said.

Largely violence-free: EC

Sehore, Feb 16 (PTI): 

A woman from Maharashtra
died on Thursday amid a
well-attended 'rudraksh' dis-
tribution drive at the
Kubereshwar Dham in Sehore
in Madhya Pradesh, a police
official said. The distribution
of 'rudraksh, dried stonefruit
used as prayer beads by
Hindus, is being held by

renowned 'Shiv Mahapuran'
narrator Pradeep Mishra from
February 116 to 22 and it has
seen a huge number of devo-
tees arriving from several
states. "Mangala Bai of
Malegaon in Maharashtra's
Nashik district died due to
some illness at Kubereshwar
Dham in Chitvali Hema village
on Thursday. Her body has
been sent for post mortem to

find out the cause of death,"
Mandi police station sub
inspector Dharam Singh
Verma told PTI. The rudraksh
distribution drive and the
steady stream of devotees
arriving at Kubereshwar
Dham, some 8 kilometres
from the district headquar-
ters, is causing traffic snarls
on the arterial Indore-Bhopal
highway, police said.

Woman dies in Sehore during ‘rudraksh’ distribution 



RLAMC celebrates annual function; honours body donors 
Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  FFeebb  1166::  Rajiv Lochan
Ayurvedic Medical College
(RLAMC), Chandkhuri recently
celebrated its annual function
with great enthusiasm. During
the function, the college hon-
oured the family members of the
people who donated their bodies
for medical studies. Senior med-
ical practitioner and social work-
er Dr Rahul Gulati (Head of
Medicine Department, Shri
Shankaracharya Medical
College) graced the function as
Chief Guest. Founder of Pranam
Sanstha, Pawan Keshwani

presided over the
function while Gram
P a n c h a y a t
C h a n d k h u r i
Sarpanch Hemlata
Suresh Deshmukh
was present as spe-
cial guest. At the
outset, the pro-
gramme began with
lighting lamps and offering
prayers to Lord Dhanvantari. The
students recited Dhanvantari
Vandana. College Management
Committee President Prabha
Sahu, Managing Director R Sahu
and the Principal Dr Vandana
Fating welcomed the guests.

The family members of the
body donors were especially in-
vited to attend the annual func-
tion. They were honored by the
College Managing Director and
the Guests. University Topper
Gold Medalist student Dr
Hempushpa Sahu was felicitat-

ed. Inter-college games were re-
cently organized by AYUSH
University in which the students
of RLAMC had won several
prizes. In table tennis (girls cate-
gory) Shruti, Priya Bavre and
Shivani Sahu had won the first
prize. The table tennis players

along with the winners of volley-
ball girls and boys category were
honored with citations by me-
mentos. In the last episode of
prize distribution, students who
got first and second positions in
college sports were honoured.
The college students presented
colourful and entertaining cultur-
al programs. Dr Leeladhar Sahuc
compeered the programme
while Dr Yogeshwar Pandey pro-
posed the vote of thanks. Dr
Dharam Singh Thakur, Dr Rashmi
Tiwari, Dr Kusumlata Rathore
and Guneshwari Sahu played a
vital role in organising the pro-
gramme. 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 16: Eggs will
be distributed through
Anganwadi centers among
the malnourished chil-
dren. Production of eggs
will start soon from the
egg plant located at
Teligundra in Patan. The
capacity of this plant is to
produce five thousand eggs
every day. On Thursday,
Collector Pushpendra
Kumar Meena chaired a
review meeting of the
Women and Child
Development Department.

It needs to be mentioned
here that in the past a sur-
vey of malnourished chil-
dren was done and such
families were identified
who were ready to feed
eggs to their children. 5300
such children have been
identified. Eggs will be dis-
tributed to malnourished
children through

Anganwadi centers.
In the meeting, the

Collector discussed the
statistics of weight festi-
val. District Program
Officer Vipin Jain said
that at present 12.10 per-
cent children in the dis-
trict are malnourished. In
the year 2019, the percent-
age of malnourished chil-
dren was 15.71. While
15413 children were mal-
nourished in the year 2019,
in the year 2022, 12194 chil-
dren are malnourished.

In the weighing festival,
along with the weight of

the children, their height
is also measured. The chil-
dren of Durg district have
made good progress in
terms of weight gain and
Durg district stood at
fourth position in the en-
tire state. In the matter of
increasing height, the chil-
dren of Durg's Anganwadi
are on top in the state.

The Collector also took
information from the su-
pervisors of those sectors,
where success is not being
achieved in bringing the
malnourished children
out of the purview of mal-

nutrition. On asking the
supervisor of Matwari,
she replied that the moth-
ers of the children go to
work due to which their
nutrition is affected.

They do not agree to
take the children to the
NRC. On this the Collector
asked them to explain how
NRC can prove to be better
for their child's nutritional
status. If they do not
agree, a diet plan which is
given to the children in the
NRC should be made for
such children.

The number of mal-

nourished children in
Dhamdha was more than
in other projects. The
Collector asked the offi-
cers to work hard.

The Collector also re-
viewed the situation of in-
frastructure. He asked the
officials to make a list of
Anganwadis which need
repair or need a new build-
ing. Anganwadis will be
repaired through DMF. He
also asked the officers to
fill all the vacant posts at
the earliest.

The Collector asked the
officials to make best ef-
forts under the Chief
Minister's Nutrition
Campaign and make all
the villages malnutrition-
free. Village Batrel had
come out of the realm of
malnutrition a few
months back. Now, the vil-
lage Manikchauri has also
come out of the purview of
malnutrition.

BJP chakkajam today against
targeted killing of BJP workers 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 16: Former
Vidhan Sabha Speaker
Prem Prakash Pandey
condemned the state gov-
ernment over the targeted
killing of three BJP work-
ers in Chhattisgarh's
Bastar district in the last
15 days. He alleged that
since the formation of the
Congress government in
the state, criminal and
Naxalite incidents are con-
tinuously on rise.

He further alleged that
under the protection of
the Chhattisgarh govern-
ment, Naxalites are fear-
lessly trespassing into the
houses of BJP workers
and killing them merci-
lessly. Pandey said that in
protest of the brutal
killing of BJP workers, an
aggressive chakkajam
would be staged at
Khursipar Gate on
February 17 at 13:00 hrs.

He said that in the last 4
years, only the BJP work-
ers have been brutally
murdered because they
have been exposing the
failures of the state gov-

ernment by reaching out
to the public in
Narayanpur and Bastar.
When the BJP called for
aggressive protests across
the state, Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel is talking
about the NIA investiga-
tion, an institution on
which he himself express-
es disbelief.

Shri Ram Janmotsav
Samiti has extended its
support to the Chakkajam
to be staged by the state
BJP on February 17.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 16: Bhilai
Municipal Corporation has
once again taken action
against illegal plotting. The
District Collector
Pushpendra Meena has
given standing instruction
for immediate action on
complaints or reports of
any illegal plotting.

On Thursday, BMC re-
moved poles, murrum and
other material, scraped the
road that had been con-
structed to reach the 2 acre
or so vacant land while on
the way to Chandulal
Chandrakar Medical  with
an intention to encroach
the land for illegal plotting.
It was also found that ef-
forts were also being made
by the illegal plotters to di-
vert the natural flow of
drain which is passing
from there with the use of
pipes.

On coming to know about
the encroachment, the con-
cerned officers reached the
spot and seized four dumper
murrum, one dumper bal-
last. Also the pipe inserted

to divert the naturally pass-
ing drain was removed and
restored to its original form.
Poles installed for illegal
plotting were also removed.
It is worth noting that
Corporation Commissio-
ner Rohit Vyas has given in-
structions to the officials to
take strict action against il-
legal plotting, illegal en-
croachment and illegal con-
struction, and it was in this
sequel that action is being
taken against any such de-
velopment. While giving in-
formation, the Zone
Commissioner of Vaishali
Nagar, Yesha Lahare said
that action has been taken
on the illegal plotting being

done on about 2 acres of
land of Khasra No 174 on
the road going to
Kachandur and action to
register FIR will soon be
taken up after getting the in-
formation from Tehsil of-
fice.

Assistant Collector
Laxman Tiwari also in-
spected and reviewed the
action and gave necessary
instructions to the officers
present. Additional
Tehsildar Kshama Yadu,
Assistant Revenue Officer
Jagdish Tiwari and other
officers/employees of the
corporation were also pres-
ent during the action on il-
legal plotting.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 16: On
Thursday, the
Additional District and
Sessions Court in Durg
awarded life imprison-
ment to three persons
guilty of murder of a
man. First Additional
District and Sessions
Judge Sanjeev Kumar
Tamak sentenced life
imprisonment to
Saudagar alias Dau (21)
son of Devendra Kumar
Sahu a resident of
Bazar Chowk, Rasmada;
Kamlesh Sahu (26) son
of Ramji Sahu and
Kapil Sahu (25) son of
Ramji Sahu, both resi-
dents of Rendapara,
Rasmada, Durg.

Additional Public
Prosecutor Channulal
Sahu informed that on
August 15, 2021, the ac-
cused Saudagar,
Kamlesh and Kapil at-
tacked in furtherance of

common intention of
killing Karan Thakur
son of Sangram Thakur.
The accused and the vic-
tim had partied together
and later the three
bludgeoned Karan
Thakur to death with
hammer and stones.

After trial, the Court
observed that the ac-
cused had brutally
killed Karan Thakur in
a public place.
Considering the nature
and seriousness of the
offence, Court sentenced
life imprisonment to
Saudagar, Kamlesh and
Kapil under section
302/34 of IPC.

Rs 1000 - 1000 fines
were also imposed on
them and in case of non-
payment, they will have
to serve an additional
rigorous imprisonment
of three months, in-
formed Additional
Public Prosecutor
Channulal Sahu.

DMC acts against roadside
vendors near Patel Square 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 16: In order to
maintain smooth traffic
system on the main road
of the city under the Durg
Municipal Corporation
limits, on Thursday, action
was taken to remove en-
croachers occupying the
roadside from around
Patel Chowk area to Indira
Market.

During this, the occu-
pants were asked to volun-
tarily remove stalls,
kiosks, vegetable carts etc
from the sides of the road.
Due to this, the common
citizens are facing prob-
lems in commuting as well
as the traffic is also being
disrupted.

On the instructions of
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Lokesh
Chandrakar, the Market
Department staff and
demolition squad removed

15 to 20 encroachers occu-
pying the said road and
warned of confiscation of
goods in case of encroach-
ment again.

The commissioner
urged them to remove the
illegal encroachment from
the roads on their own,
otherwise the handcarts
and kiosks will be confis-
cated.

Shiv Sharma, Durgesh
Gupta, Ishwar Verma,

Manohar Goswami,
Shashikant Yadav,
Bhuvandas Sahu, Sanket
Dharmakar from
Corporation were present
on the spot.

Action was taken for
using banned polythene in
Sikola Bhata vegetable
market and fine of Rs 800
was recovered from 6 per-
sons and all others were
warned not to use the
banned membrane foil.

99 percent procured paddy lifted
from the procurement centers

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 16: Collector
Pushpendra Kumar
Meena chaired a review
meeting of the Food
Department on Thursday.
The paddy procured from
the farmers of the district
at the minimum support
price is being lifted rapidly
from the procurement cen-
tres.

99.63 percent paddy has
been lifted from 98 pro-
curement centers. Out of 4
lakh 31 thousand 318 met-
ric tonnes of paddy pro-
cured from farmers, 4 lakh
29 thousand 703 metric
tonnes of paddy has been
lifted. Only 1616 metric
tonnes of paddy is left for
lifting in the procurement
centres. District
Marketing Officer said
that paddy is being lifted

continuously for custom
milling.

He informed that the
millers have been instruct-
ed to speed up the lifting of
paddy. The DMO said that
there is no situation of
paddy jam in the centres.
Paddy will be lifted from
the centers within the
time limit. 1 lakh 4 thou-

sand 967 farmers had reg-
istered in the district, out
of which 1 lakh 1 thousand
607 farmers sold paddy.

The target of paddy
storage received from
other districts is 45000.
Out of which 10799 have
been ordered for trans-
portation. Paddy has been
collected in 10723 centres.

DO of 2574 has been is-
sued. Presently paddy has
not been lifted and accord-
ingly 10723 metric tonnes
are left for lifting.

DO has been issued to
27582 procurement centers
for paddy lifting by millers
of other districts in the
procurement centers of
the district. Paddy has

been lifted by all the cen-
tres. Currently there is no
remaining stock. CO DO
has been issued on 320520
for lifting paddy to millers
in other districts.

4 lakh 99 thousand 8
metric tonnes of rice has
been targeted for deposit
while 7 lakh 42 thousand
89 metric tonnes of paddy
has been targeted. DO has
been issued to 7 lakh 26
thousand 823, out of which
7 lakh 18 thousand 283
metric tonnes of paddy
has been lifted.

According to paddy lift-
ing, proportional 4 lakh 86
thousand 984 metric
tonnes of rice is to be re-
ceived out of which 2 lakh
32 thousand 290 metric
tonnes has been deposited.
Remaining 2 lakh 54 thou-
sand 694 metric tonnes is
to be received yet.
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Court awards life
term to three persons

guilty of murder 

Youth killed 
in road mishap

at Kumhari
Bhilai, Feb 16: A 26-
year-old man was
killed in a road acci-
dent which occurred
on National Highway
at Kumhari on
Thursday. The de-
ceased was Umesh
Banjare, a resident of
Kota, Raipur. He was
moving from Raipur to
Durg on a scooter bear-
ing registration num-
ber CG04-HU-7769.
Near Indarprasth
Hotel, he was hit by a
speeding truck bearing
r e g i s t r a t i o n
numberCG04-MS-7963.
He suffered fatal in-
juries on head in this
mishap. His brother-in-
law was also travelling
with him on another
bike. He immediately
called Dial 112 after
which the injured was
shifted to the hospital.
The doctors declared
him brought dead. On
the other hand, police
have seized the truck
and arrested the driver
Nagendra Yadav.

BMC action against illegal plotting: Seizes
material & demolishes road structure

Eggs to be distributed among malnourished
children through Anganwadis
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Raipur, Feb 16:

Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel said that
the government is com-
mitted to providing a fear-
free and law-abiding gov-
ernance system in
Chhattisgarh. He has
praised the sensitive atti-
tude of the police in
Naxal-affected areas and
their efforts to encourage
Naxal surrenders, while
also cracking down on
crime. He has said that
the effective strategy of
development, trust, and
security has resulted in a
significant reduction of

the Naxal menace in the
state. Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu said
that in the last four years,
continuous efforts have
been made to curb
Naxalism in
Chhattisgarh.

The state government is
focussing on the modern-
ization of the police force,
providing them with mod-
ern weapons, security

equipment, necessary
training, and vehicles to
counter Maoists. A total
of 555 Naxalites surren-
dered in Chhattisgarh in
the last year as a result of
the government’s efforts
for public welfare and the
sensitive behavior of the
Chhattisgarh police,
which is a significant suc-
cess. During the same pe-
riod, as many as 46

Naxalites also died in po-
lice encounters. In the last
four years, cases of more
than 900 families in insur-
gency-hit areas have been
withdrawn, providing re-
lief to innocent people.
This was made possible
through the government’s
visionary approach to the
welfare of the tribals and
the sensitive handling by
the police.

Ch’garh Govt committed to providing
law-abiding governance system: Baghel

Relief for more than 900 families in Naxal-affected areas through withdrawal of cases

DGP writes to NIA DG seeking probe 
Into killing of three public reps in Bastar

RRaaiippuurr:: It is worth mentioning that the Chhattisgarh
Director General of Police Ashok Juneja has written a letter
to the Director General of the NIA, seeking an investigation
into the killing of three public representatives in Bastar. The
Naxalism in Chhattisgarh is continuously shrinking with a
significant reduction in their activity due to the efforts
Central Security Force and the State Police. As a result,
Naxalites, in a fit of rage, are now targeting public repre-
sentatives and common citizens.

 Ch’garh Police’s 
sensitive approach
encourages 
555 Naxalite 
surrenders last year

Raipur, Feb 15: 

Celebrity Cricket
League is being organised
for the last 9 years in
which  the film celebrities
player of the country
Ritesh Deshmukh, Sunil
Shetty, Sohail Khan,
Manoj  Tiwari, Ravi
Kishan, Sonu Sood and
Dinesh Lal Yada Vinesh
Lal and  many well-known
celebrities will particpat-
ed. Bhojpuri film industry
along with Bollywood-
Tollywood artists will be
the part of CCL.
Chhattisgarh film team
will also enter next year in
CCL said Anand Bihari
Yadav, owner of Bhojpuri
team while speaking to the
scribes here. He said that
this 8 teams are participat-
ing in the event. The grand
day-long event will kick off

with four matches in
which two matches will be
played on  February 18th
and two on  February 19th
at Shaheed Veernarayan
Singh Stadium, Raipur.
Tickets have also been
made available on Paytm
in the price range from Rs
200 to Rs 5000, he added.
Speaking on the occasion
Yogesh Agarwal,

President of Chhattisgarh
Film Industries
Association said  that
“Today the organizers of
the Celebrity Cricket
League organised an im-
portant meeting with all
the artists, producers and
directors of Chhattisgarh
film on the initiative of
MP Sunil Soni. In the
meeting Bhojpuri team

owner Anand Bihari
Yadav  welcomed all the
artists associated with
Chhattisgarhi film in the
Celebrity Cricket League
and said that next year
Chhattisgarh film artist
team will also participate
in CCL. Yogesh Agarwal,
President of Chhattisgarh
Film Industries
Association said that we
will extend all our cooper-
ation to make the event
successfull. Chhattisgarh
Film Producer
Association President
Santosh Jain, General
Secretary Manoj Sharma,
Fim directors Satish Jain,
Rajesh Asthi, Anupam
Sharma, Ali Rai, Prakash
Aasthi, Sunil Watari,
Shailendra Dhar Divan,
Raju Divan, Navin Lodha
and film acrtess Mona Sen
were present.

Chhattisgarh Film artist team 
to participate in CCL next year: Yadav RRaaiippuurr,,  FFeebb  1166::  Preparations are

in full swing by the
Chhattisgarh Board of
Secondary Education (CGBSE)
for the board exams.
Distribution of question papers
to the coordination centres has
begun after printing. The offi-
cials of the coordination centers
are receiving subject-wise
question papers according to
their numbers. With this the
question papers will start arriv-
ing coordination centres to
coordination centres. According
to CGBSE officials the distribu-
tion of question papers to the
head of the examination centers
will start from February 23. The
head of the centers will collect
the question papers from coor-
dination centers and submit
them to the concerned police
stations. Question papers will
come to the examination cen-
ters from the police stations on
examination dates. The stu-
dents appearing in the board
examinations have not yet
received their admit cards.

Board officials said that stu-
dents will start receiving admit
cards from schools next week.

Chhattisgarh board exams
are beginning on 1st March.
Class 12th examination will
begin on 1st March while Class
10th examination will begin on
2nd March. Pre-board examina-
tions are also going on in the
schools.  To improve the board
results, extra classes are also
being organized by the schools. 

No list of highly sensitive
centres has been received so
far. Many centers of Bastar area
come in the most sensitive cat-
egory, where additional securi-
ty arrangements are made, so
that there is no disturbance of
any kind in the examination.

Helpline number is also being
started from 21st February for
the purpose of solving problems
of students and motivating
them for studies. Students can
call on helpline number
18002334363 from 10.30 am to
5.30 pm, and consult psychia-
trists, subject experts. 

Preparations for CG 
board exams in full swing

Raipur, Feb 16: 

Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Bhure in-
structed the revenue offi-
cers to resolve all applica-
tions that were received at
‘Jan Choupal’ within stip-
ulated time frame. In a
meeting of revenue offi-
cers here on Wednesday
he instructed to resolve
all the cases of undisput-
ed mutation, division, de-
marcation, revenue recov-
ery and diversion etc. re-
lated to the land within
the stipulated time-limit.

The Collector directed
to organize camps for re-
dressal of revenue mat-
ters and unauthorized
construction development
regularization cases. He
instructed the revenue of-
ficers to physically verify
all the pending cases and
settle them in priority
order and monitor
progress every week. The
Collector directed all the
Sub-Divisional Revenue
Officers to take strict ac-
tion against illegal plot-
ting. Additional
Collectors Virendra
Bahadur Panchbhai, BC
Sahu and  revenue offi-
cers of all subdivisions
were present in the meet-
ing.

Resolve revenue cases 
within time limit: Collector 

 Instructs for 
action against illegal
plotting

RRaaiippuurr,,  FFeebb  1166:: Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) on Thursday
questioned the decision of
state government to urge
National Investigation Agency
(NIA) to probe into the recent
murder of BJP leaders in
Bastar. In a statement issued
here, the BJP National Vice
President and former Chief
Minister Dr Raman Singh said
that the Congress had been
opposing the NIA probe in the
past in several cases but now
the state government is
approaching NIA to probe the
recent killings which exposes
the double face of the govern-

ment. Dr Singh said that the
state government has with-
drawn the security of the for-
mer Members of Parliament
(MPs), Members of Legislative
Assembly (MLAs) and other
senior leaders from Bastar.
One of the victims Sagar Sahu
had even raised demand for
increase of his security amidst
apprehension and subsequent-
ly, he was murdered.

While talking to section of
media persons here, Dr Singh
claimed that the NIA probe into
Jhiram Valley ordered by the
erstwhile Congress govern-
ment at Centre, was sidelined

by the Congress government
after it came to power in
Chhattisgarh and formed sepa-
rate Special Investigation Team
(SIT). Now with demand for
NIA probe into the recent
killing of BJP leaders in Bastar,
the Congress government has
urged NIA probe only to not to
accept responsibility of the
recent killings in the region. Dr
Singh termed it to be a target
killing under the administrative
patronage. State BJP President
and Lok Sabha member Arun
Sao too has questioned the
move of Congress government
to urge NIA to take up the

investigation into recent killing
of people in Bastar. Former
Minister and BJP Spokesperson
Rajesh Munat  also questioned
the confidence of Congress on
central agency like NIA as it
had been raising questions on
the investigation of central
agencies. In support to his alle-
gation, the BJP spokesperson
Munat said that the Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
should make the document he
has with him on Jhiram Valley
incident, public which would
be a real tribute to the
Congress leaders who were
martyred in the past.

Congress govt exposed with demand for NIA probe into recent killings: BJP

No active
COVID-19 case

in Ch’garh
Raipur, Feb 16: No
new COVID-19 case
or death linked to the
infection was report-
ed in Chhattisgarh
on Wednesday, which
kept the tally and the
toll  unchanged at
11,77,782 and 14,146,
respectively, while
there was no coron-
avirus patient under
treatment in the
state, a health de-
partment official
said.

The recovery count
rose to 11,63,636 after
three persons recov-
ered during the day,
leaving the state
with no active cases,
he added.So far,
1,88,91,112 coron-
avirus tests have
been conducted in the
state, including 1,154
during the day, a
government release
said.

Rajnandgaon, Feb 16:

Three goals by Devendra
Valmiki and two by
Gurwinder Singh made
the Petroleum Sports-
Petroleum Board, New
Delhi hockey team lift the
title of 79th Raja
Sarveshwar Das All India
Championship here on
Thursday. The team defeat-
ed SAIL Academy
Rourkela by 7-1. Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
was the chief guest at the
conclusion of this tourna-
ment and made a declara-
tion of Rs 2 crore for instal-
lation of Flood-lights and
Pavallion in the
International Astro-Turf
Hockey Stadium. The win-
ning team was presented
with huge Silver Cup and
Rs 2.51 lakh as prize
money and the runner’s up
SAIL Rourkela team with
silver cup and cash prize of

Rs 2.0 lakh. The man-of-
the-match was Devendra
Valmiki of Petroleum
Board Delhi and was pre-
sented with cash prize of
Rs 51000 and the Man-of-
the-Tournament was
Karbil Lakra with cash
prize of Rs 11000. The fi-
nals of the 79th Raja
Sarveshwar Das All India
Hockey Championship
was one-sided and in this
the Petroleum Sports,
Petroleum Board, New
Delhi lased with interna-
tional players defeated
SAIL Rourkela with 7-1
and won the champi-
onship. It was right from
the beginning, Petroleum
Board Delhi was dominant
and it was in the 4th
minute only Devendra
Valmiki scored the first

goal, followed by another
by Gurjinder Singh in the
23rd minute through a
penalty corner. The third
goal was scored in the 29th
minute by Devendra and
by end of the first-half,
Petroleum Board’s team
got the lead of 3-0.

In the second-half of the
match, the Petroleum
Board’s team continued its
aggressiveness scored
fourth goal in 32nd minute
by Arfan Qureshi. The
fifth goal was scored by
Gurjinder Singh in the
35th minute through
penalty corner. In-between
SAIL Rourkela got to con-
vert a penalty corner at the
35th minute and took the
score to 5-1. In the third
quarter of the match,
Devendra scored another

goal in the 41st minute and
took the score to 6-1 and
the 7th goal was scored by
Ankil Pal  in the 52nd
minute and took the team’s
lead to 7-1 and won the
match. The winning team
was presented with silver
cup and cash prize of Rs
2.51 lakh by Shri Baldev
Singh Bhatia in the memo-
ry of his grand-father Shri
Gulab Singh Bhatia and
another silver cup to the
runner’s team was pre-
sented by Anoop
Shrivastava in the memo-
ry of his grand-father Late
Omkarlal Shrivastava and
cash prize of Rs 2 lakh to
the team by Shri Bahadur
Ali of ABIS Group in the
memory of Late Shri Ajit
Bhai. The cash prize of Rs
5000 for Man-of-the-match
to Devendra Valmiki was
given at the hands of
Rajesh Jain by Anoop
Shrivastava in the memo-
ry of Late Deepa
Shrivastava along with
other awards to the mem-
bers of the organising
committee by ex-Mayor
Naresh Dakliya, Dushyant
Das of Bhaskar Doot news-
paper; Manish and
Kamlesh Gautam of
Gautam Brothers.

Petroleum Board, Delhi wins the final by 7-1
79th Raja Sarveshwar Das All India Hockey Championship

 SAIL Rourkela
becomes runners up

 CM makes declaration
of Rs 2 cr for flood-
lights and construction
of Pavallion in the
Digvijay Stadium

Raipur, Feb 16:

On occasion of
Valentine Day, JCI Raipur
Capital Ladies Wing or-
ganised ‘Best Couple’ com-
petition at Vrindavan Hall,
Civil Lines and in this a
total of 26 couples took
part. In the competition
the couples were made to
play 4 different rounds and
in this the award of ‘best-

couple’ went to Reena-
Ravi Sinha. The second
place went to Shikha-
Srikant Parekh and third
to Dhani-Alok Sharma.
The ward of Best Dress-up
went to Priya Narendra
Sinha and the title of

‘Lucky Couple’ went to
Ritesh -Dharya Jain and
the energetic couple was
Abhishekh Sahu. Giving
the above information,
Chairperson JCI Raipur
Capital Ladies Wing Anju
Jain informed that the di-

rector of the Best Couple
competition was Sadhana
Gupta, Vidhi Parmar,
Payal Lodha, Rajshri
Pawar. The panel of judges
comprised of Mamta Sigi
and CA Pranay Burad and
chief guest of the pro-
gramme was Jay. Senator
Sheetal Jain. On this occa-
sion Chapter Co-ordinator
was Mukesh Kedia, Lady
In-Charge CA Romil Jain,
Chairperson Anju Jain,
ex-Chairperson Smita
Kedia, JCI Capital’s presi-
dent Vikram Giradkar,
Sonam Jain, Neha Jain
and other members.

Reena-Ravi Sinha wins title of ‘Best Couple’
 On occasion of

Valentine Day 
by JCI Raipur Capital
Ladies wing

ROAD-SIDE VENDORS

The number of road-side vendors at city’s Malviya Road has increased manifold and
posing problems to vehicle riders during peak hours of traffic.
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Rajim, Feb 16:

The most ancient tem-
ple of the 6th century -
Lord Shri Rajiv Lochan is
being considered as ‘avtar’
of Lord Shri Vishnu and
the plant of ‘Tulsi’ is very
much liked by Lord
Vishnu. So a long garland
made of ‘tulsi’ has been
garlanded on the idol of
the Lord Shri Rajiv
Lochan in the temple and
it is appearing to be won-
derful. It is notable here
that the Rajim Maghi
Punni Mela is in full
swing at Rajim and would
continue till
Mahashivratri and daily

hundreds of devotees are
visiting the temple and
fair and paying obeisance
at the temple. The temple
has also being decorated

with colourful flowers,
colourful lights and high-
mast light on the top and
‘Gumbad’ and illuminated
in colourful manner.

Idol of Lord Rajiv Lochan
garlanded with ‘Tulsi mala’

Raipur, Feb 16: 

Agriculture Minister
Ravindra Choubey inau-
gurated the “Meri Policy,
Mere Haath” program at
his official residence on
Wednesday by distribut-
ing the policies to the
farmers. Farmers were
given policies under the
Pradhan Mantri Fasal
Bima Yojana and the reor-
ganized Weather Based
Crop Insurance Scheme.
Along with this, from
February 15 at the district
level, a total of 2 lakh 23
thousand 873 farmers in-
sured under the Pradhan
Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana
by the MP, MLA or
Collector and a total of 13,
487 farmers under the
Weather Based Crop
Insurance Scheme will be
distributed by the insur-
ance company.

It is notable that under
the Prime Minister Crop
Insurance Scheme and
Restructured Weather
Based Crop Insurance
Scheme, comprehensive
crop insurance cover is
provided for economic
protection of crop loss
from adverse weather con-
ditions, cereals, pulses,
oilseeds and horticulture

crops have been included
in these schemes. The
scheme is voluntary for
loanee and non-loanee
farmers for the notified
crops. Prime Minister
Crop Insurance Scheme
and Weather Based Crop
Insurance Scheme, start-
ing from the year 2016-17
till the year 2022-23,
against the premium

amount of Rs 1191.06
crore, the claim amount of
Rs 6235.24 crore has been
paid to the eligible farm-
ers. Against the premium
amount of Rs 17.90 crore
payable by the farmers
under the Rabi season
2021-22, a claim of Rs
382.10 crore has been paid
to the farmers. On this oc-
casion, Agriculture
P r o d u c t i o n
Commissioner, Dr.
Kamalpreet Singh,
Director Agriculture, Ms.
Ranu Sahu, Director
Horticulture, Mr. V.K.
Matheswaran, Additional
Director of Agriculture
Department, Mr. G.K.
Pidhiha, Joint Director
Mr. B.K. Mishra, Deputy
Director Mr. R.K. Kashyap,
Deputy Director of
Horticulture Department,
Mr. Neeraj Shah were
present.

Choubey launches ‘Meri
Policy, Mere Haath’ program

Distribution of crop insurance policy to farmers

Raipur, Feb 16: Akshay
Nayak, being an Intrepid
Guy has overcome every
challenge and has headed
towards his Passion
,”Fashion Field”. He is a
small town boy but yes
now has achieved many ti-
tles such as Mr. Face of
Central India 2016 and tar-
gets for the Mr. India in
Modelling and Men
Physique. He said that,
“Fashion Industry is his
Passion” and believes in
having faith in one’s self
and the work.

I was always trying to
find that way which can
give me a platform to
make my own identity,
fashion Industry is like
my passion and I believe If
you are highly passionate
about anything in this
world, you can achieve it.
My life’s best and worst
part is that my backbone
had an operation (slip
disk). At that time I was
nothing less than a dead
body. It was even difficult
to move my body at that

time (2014). I want to share
my journey – I was in
Raipur and I always
thought of Modelling,
There happened one audi-
tion, I asked them to allow
me to register myself but
they said that the audi-
tions were closed. Then
there was a guy who was
listening to our conversa-
tion, he came to me and
told me that I can walk in
between the ramp show
but cannot participate.

This person was Rahul
Kukreja, He made my
dream come true. it was
the biggest thing of my
life. I wasn’t good at that
walk. I decided I have to do
something and now If I
have got this opportunity,
I’ve to fulfill it. It was then
that I decided to make my
career in fashion Field.

I have achieved the vari-
ous titles, some of which
are – Mr. youth of
Chhattisgarh 2013, Mr
Face of chhattisgarh  2014,
Mr Face of Central India
2016. I got offer to work

with respected brands like
Snap Deal, Myntra, Mink.
I got a chance to walk in
International Fashion
Show, honoured as the
celebrity of Chhattisgarh
and have got movie offers.

This title transformed
me, and also with the guid-
ance of my father Rajesh
Nayak who always moti-
vates me for my passion. I
am here because of my
passion. After winning
this, I met a person
Saurabh Tipnis Sir, he is
like my mentor and he has
offered me several works

for some shows. He always
guides me for the further
steps in Modelling Field.

I can’t forget the things
that happened to me. I lost
all my hope but there was
a person who was always
pushing me, his words
were “I can’t afford you to
sleep in bed, wake up and
go smash that hurdles you
are afraid off” and “what
atmost will happen, you
will die only, go and die but
I can’ afford it” and that
person was my father. He
is my motivator, mentor,
friend and everything.
That time was very diffi-
cult for me.

My Mother and my
friend were my biggest
support who helped me to
face this situation and al-
ways supported me.

My next goal is to win
the title for Mr. India in
Modelling and Men
Physique too. I’ll also try
for the acting field, it’s like
my ambition to make my
own name my own identi-
ty.

Despite facing odds in life, Akshay
achieves many titles in ‘Fashion Field’

Raipur, Feb 15:

It was unanimously de-
cided, by the executive
members of the Indian
Pickleball Association
(IPA) that Arun S
Bhatnagar IRS (Director
General, IIST/IIP/IIMR
Indore and President MP
PickelBall Association)
will be the new Senior
Vice-President of Indian
Pickleball Association.

He was chosen for his
deep love for the
PickleBall. He is also cred-

ited for successfully plan-
ning, executing and host-
ing the 2nd Indian
National PickleBall
Tournament, held at
Indore in October 2022.

The AGM also nominat-
ed the following post bear-
ers, Vice Presidents in-
cludes Ranjan Gupta,
Secretary Bihar Pickleball
Association, Suryaveer
Singh Bhullar, President,

Gujarat State Pickleball
Association.

Similarly, the Joint
Secretaries are Mohit
Kumar , Secretary, Tamil
Nadu Pickleball
Association and 

Prabhat Kumar,
Secretary, Jharkhand
Pickleball Association.

IPA has decided, that vi-
sion, mission and strategy
document  of development

and support to  players in
all respect for next five
years will be released
soon, which will include fi-
nancial support scheme,
intensive training etc.

A key goal of our IPA
program is to contribute
to a diverse and inclusive
sport workforce. As socie-
ty undergoes substantial
demographic shifts, state
leaders will ensure that

they are creating spaces
that are welcome and that
encourage everyone – ath-
letes, parents, officials,
staff and administrators –
to embrace their full
selves.

Madhya Pradesh and
Gujarat State Pickleball
Associations also offered
to host Junior and Senior
National Pickleball
Tournaments respectively.
However it will be official-
ly announce colander of
events soon.

The President Ashok
Mohnani and General
Secretary Rajath Kankar
congratulated all the
newly nominated mem-
bers and assured better co-
ordination between States
and Central unit.

Bhatnagar appointed IPA Vice President 
 At AGM during 

which Chhattisgarh
Pickleball secretary
Rupendra Singh Chouhan
also participated

Chanchalmal
Singhvi

Raipur: Chanchalmal
Singhvi, R/o Sector-1,
Devendra Nagar,
Raipur, breathed his
last here on Thursday.
He was 72. As per his
will, his body has been
donated to Medical
College Raipur. He was
husband of Suman
Singhvi and father of
Anshul Singhvi and
brother of Shantimal
Singhvi, Chandra
Mehta, Prabha Jain.

OBITUARY

Jagdalpur, Feb 16: 

Health Minister T.S.
Singhdeo inspected
District Ayurveda
Hospital and Urban
Primary Health Center in
Jagdalpur on the second
day of his Bastar stay on
Wednesday.

He inspected the premis-
es by offering flowers on
the statue of Lord
Dhanvantari in the
Ayurveda hospital. During
this, he inquired about the
meeting arrangement of
the doctors and their daily
work.

He also inquired about
the condition of OPD in
the hospital and treatment
under Dr. Khubchand
Baghel ‘Swasthya
Sahayata Yojana’. Health
Minister Mr. Singhdeo
also interacted with the
beneficiaries who had

come to check the health
of the girl child during the
inspection of the Urban
Primary Health Center
(UPHC) operated in the
premises of the Ayurveda
Hospital. He discussed
with Divisional Joint

Director of Health
Department, Dr. Rajan and
Chief Medical and Health
Officer, Dr. Chaturvedi to
increase human resources
in UPHC. Mr. Singhdeo in-
spected the medicine dis-
tribution room there and

inquired about the avail-
ability, storage condition
and expiry date of medi-
cines. During the inspec-
tion of the campus, he also
observed the toilet and ap-
preciated the cleanliness
system.

Mr. Singhdeo also gave
away prizes to the winners
of the painting competi-
tion organised on Girl’s
Day at UPHC. During the
inspection of the premis-
es, Dr. Netam, Officer-in-
Charge of District
Ayurveda Hospital, other
doctors and staff nurses
working there were pres-
ent.

Singhdeo also visited
the UPHC building under
construction at Jagdalpur
at a cost of Rs 69.84 lakh.
He directed the construc-
tion agency to complete
the work within the time-
limit with perfect quality.

Singhdeo inspects District
Ayurveda Hospital and UPHC Bemetara, Feb 16: 

In the Town Hall locat-
ed on Durg Marg of the
city, an introductory meet
of marrigebale ‘Divyang’
girl was held on Monday.
Farmer leader Yogesh
Tiwari, former munici-
pal president Vijay
Sinha, social worker
Tarachand Maheshwari,
Rajesh Sharma, Yogesh
Verma, Leanesh Club
President Vinod Raghav
were present as guests in
the programme. Young
men and women with de-
formities from many dis-
tricts had come for the in-
troductory meet and reg-
istration. In this
Divyangjan from
K a w a r d h a ,
Mahasamund, Durg,
Bilaspur, Baloda Bazar,
Mungeli, Raipur,
Shahdol, Chhatarpur,
M a h a s a m u n d ,
Rajnandgaon villages at-

tended the introductory
meet. Addressing the in-
troductory meet, Yogesh
Tiwari said that people of
all parties should partici-
pate in the program of
Divyang Sangh.
Divyangjan are not a spe-
cial party and would al-
ways stand with them
during times of joy and
sorrow. Every disabled
person has a special tal-
ent. It is necessary to
make the disabled self-re-
liant. Vikas Tamboli,
Varsha Gautam, Mamta

Tamarkar, Neetu
Kothari, Gitanjali,
Urvashi Das, Divyang
Sangh District President
Ramlal Sahu, Chief
Advisor Keylal Dubey,
Media Incharge Surendra
Sahu, Atmaram Patel,
Manmohan Verma, Anil
Kumar Baghel, Doman
Sahu, Dilip Sahu, Ashok
Mahila, Chandrika Sahu,
Sumitra Pal, Bhushan
Nishad were present.

Will always be ahead
for the welfare of the
disabled:

The former municipal
president said that he
will always be ahead for
the welfare of the dis-
abled. Social worker
Rajesh Sharma said that
this type of event should
be held every year and
assured to extend full co-
operation. Social worker
Tarachand Maheshwari
said that District
Bemetara Association
should continue to or-
ganize such events every
year. District President
of Disabled Association
Ramlal Sahu thanked all
the guests and digni-
taries of the city and ap-
pealed to cooperate for
organizing such events
in future. At the end of
the program, the main
artist Kunjalal Dubey ex-
pressed his gratitude to
the organizers and
guests for the successful
organization of the pro-
gram.

Every Divyang has a special talent: Tiwari 
Farmer leader attends ‘Divyang girl introductory meet

Jagdalpur, Feb 16: On the
occasion of
Mahashivaratri festival,
the three-day Chitrakot
Festival was inaugurated
on Tuesday, February 14,
on the banks of the world
famous Chitrakote Falls,
called the Niagara of
India. The program was in-
augurated by lighting the
lamp in front of the photo-
graphs of Maa Saraswati,
Maa Danteshwari and
Chhattisgarh Mahatari.
Chief guest of the pro-
gram, Industry Minister
Mr. Kawasi Lakhma while
congratulating for this
grand event said that
Chitrakot and Bastar have
become synonymous with
each other. People in the
country and abroad recog-
nize Bastar because of a
wonderful waterfall like
Chitrakot. This festival or-
ganized in Chitrakot is a
golden opportunity to take
the tribal culture of Bastar
to the world stage. He said

that Bastar’s folk culture is
simple and easy as well as
very attractive, which
needs to be introduced to
the whole world.
Commendable efforts are
being made by the
Chhattisgarh government
in this direction. He said
that the people of Bastar
are festive. Due to the poli-
cies of Chhattisgarh gov-
ernment, farmers, forest
produce collectors, priests,
cowherds, landless agricul-
tural labourers and
women of self-help groups
are happy. This is the rea-
son why a continuous in-
crease is being seen in the
number of people in the
fair-market. While presid-
ing over the programme,
MP Mr. Deepak Baij said
that along with cultural
programs, various sports
will also be organised for

three consecutive days in
Chitrakot Mahotsav
Bastar. It will be attended
by participants from all
over the division. Our folk-
culture, tradition will be
displayed through the festi-
val. Along with this, the
schemes run by the gov-
ernment will also be dis-
played here. He said that
Bastar is full of natural
beauty. Along with
Chitrakot, there are many
waterfalls like Tirathgarh,

Tamda Ghoomar, Mendri
Ghoomar, Bijakasa,
Chitradhara, Mandwa.
Chitrakoot is the head of
all these waterfalls. This is
the reason why the num-
ber of tourists is increas-
ing year by year.

In view of the increas-
ing number of tourists,
now a new resort has been
constructed by the district
administration in
Lamdaguda, which is
being operated by local

women. The main objec-
tive of the development of
tourism in Bastar is that
the local youth get maxi-
mum employment. For the
protection of culture, the
work of conservation of
Devguri and Ghotuls is
also being done by the
Government of
Chhattisgarh. Chitrakot
MLA Mr. Rajman Benzam
said that the special cul-
ture of Bastar is visible in
the Chitrakot Festival and
through this our folk cul-
ture is being spread.
Chhattisgarh government
is continuously working
for the development of
tourism. He appealed to
the people to enjoy the cul-
tural programs and sports
organized here. Mr. Rajiv
Sharma, Vice President of
Indravati Basin
Development Authority,
described the beauty of
Chitrakote Falls as won-
derful amidst the natural
beauty of Bastar.

State Govt is committed to bring tribal culture of Bastar on world stage: Lakhma
 Colorful launch of

Chitrakoot FestivalBBaacchheellii,,  FFeebb  1166:: On 14 February
2023, the Diksha Ceremony of
Scout and Guide took place at
DAV Public School, Bacheli. The
pious ceremony had begun with
Sarvdharm Prayer. The Project
Head  (NMDC) B.
Venkateshwaralu was the chief
guest of the day. Dharmendra
Acharya (DGM Pers.) also
blessed the occasion with his
gracious presence. Senior
teacher of Scout department J.
M. Khare (Rover Himalaya Wood
Batch), Gitanjali Khare (Pre AIT
Ranger Leader), Chhaya Weldon
(Pre LT Guide Captain) and
Surabhi Rao (Basic Guide
Captain) also encouraged the
Scouts and Guides. The attrac-
tion of the day was that the
Scouts & Guides made tents
under the guidance of Mrs. Jolly
Thomas, Naveen Kumar
Sharmaand, Shama Parveen.
They demonstrated self-
defense activities in emergency
situations with limited
resources. They also presented

welcome song and dances on
the stage.  The Principal Dr.
Chetna Sharma while address-
ing the students threw light on
the Scout and Guide basic rules.
Everyone present in the pro-
gramme commemorated Baden
Powell, the founder of Scout, for
his positive contribution and
also paid tribute to him. While
addressing the scouts and
guides, the chief guest said, ‘I
am highly honoured to be a part
of this great ceremony and it
gives a sense of security and
confidence to our spiritual con-
science’. He even appreciated
the teachers for being the guid-
ing light of these tender hearts.
Thus, the auspicious ceremony
ended with a vote of thanks by
Jolly Thomas (Incharge-Scout
and Guide). The successful
anchoring was done by Nadim
Parveen.

Diksha Ceremony of Scout
and Guide conducted 

 At DAV Public 
School Bacheli



Central Chronicle News

PPiitthhoorraa,,  FFeebb  1166::  The villagers of
Bhaktkunda under Pithora block of
Mahasamund district are going to
stage chakka-jam on NH-53 in
Sakara on Feb 17 against lack of
road construction works in rural
areas. It is notable here that the vil-
lagers are annoyed over lack of
tarred road from Bhakunda Dipa to
Kolta Dipa have staged chakka-jam
on road from Pirda to Sakara six
months back. At that time the
Tehsildar and SDM and SDOP
Pithora by explaining them have
called off their chakka-jam giving
written assurance that the road
would be tarred in 2-3 months. But
till date tarring on the road has not
even started, they alleged. So to
protest the same, the villagers of
Bhathkunda have decided to stage
chakka-jam on NH-53 betwen Pirda
to Sakara on Feb 17 and information
in this regard has been given to SP,
Collector, CEO District Panchayat
and all the concerned departments.
Villagers informed that the state

government is not paying attention
to their demands and annoyed over

the same they all have decided to
stage this chakka-jam on Feb 17. 

Central Chronicle News

Bastar, Feb 16: A top po-
lice official in  Bastar re-
gion has held a meeting to
apprise office-bearers of
political parties about se-
curity protocols to be fol-
lowed in Naxalite-affected
areas. The meeting held by
Sundarraj P, Inspector
General of Police, Bastar,
on Tuesday came in the
wake of recent attacks on
political workers in the
state.

The purpose of the
meeting was to sensitize
workers of political par-
ties about the safety proto-
col to be followed during
political rallies, meetings
and movement in areas af-
fected by Naxalites, he
said.

"Earlier too, during the
movement of political
functionaries in Naxalite-
affected areas, we ensured
adequate security for
them by undertaking de-
mining, road opening,
area domination and other
procedures," he told re-
porters.

The BJP's Awapalli
mandal chief Neelkanth
Kakem was hacked to
death by suspected
Naxalites on February 5 in
Bijapur district.

Sagar Sahu, vice presi-
dent of Narayanpur dis-
trict BJP, was shot dead on

Friday. Former sarpanch
Ramdhar Alami, resident
of village Hitameta, was
murdered in Dantewada
district on Saturday.
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Naga Baba keeping his
right hand up for 12 yrs

Central Chronicle News

Rajim, Feb 16: Naga Baba
from Shri Panchdashnam
Juna Akhada who has
come for the Rajim Maghi
Punni Mela informed that
in the 'Kutiya' in his
'Ashram', he has done
meditation for 12 years
standing on the foot. When
this 'tapasya' did not get
completed, he is keeping
his right hand raised for
last 13 yrs. In this way he
has completed total 25 yrs
of his 'Tapasya'.

Citing about the main
objective of his 'tapasya',
Naga Baba informed that
he has dedicated his right
hand to the Supreme for
the welfare of entire
world. Lots of visitors to
the Maghi Punni Mela are

coming to have a look at
the Naga Baba at Lomesh
Rishi Ashram and there is
huge crowd outside by
evening. They are also
questioning each other as
to how he might be doing
his day-to-day job adn
works.

Tapasvi Mahant Shri
Rajepuriji Maharaj
Ardhbahu Tapasviji is
keeping his right hand up
and his Ashram Anand-
dham is located in Gram
Amla of Agarmalwa dis-
trict Ujjain-Kota road. He
informed that he has dedi-
cated his right to the God
for the welfare of entire
world and carries out all
his day-to-day work with
the left hand only.

Says he has dedicated
it to the Supreme for
welfare of entire world

Killings of
political workers
Bastar IG holds meeting on security protocol

Villagers to hold ‘chakka-jam’ on Feb 17



PROTEST RALLY

People from the Sarna community play traditional drums during a protest demanding recognition of the ‘Sarna’
religion, in Ranchi, Thursday. 

RELIGIOUS PROCESSION

Monks of Bharat Sevashram Sangha charitable organisation participate in a religious procession to mark sangha
founder Swami Pranavananda’s birth anniversary, ahead of Maha Shivratri, in Kolkata, Thursday.
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Shot dead
 Ramgarh: An AJSU

Party leader was shot
dead by unidentified
gunmen in by-poll
bound Ramgarh of
Jharkhand, police said
on Thursday. Manoj
Munda (32) was a block
vice-president of the
party in Patratu block
of Ramgarh district,
the police said. He was
gunned down on
Wednesday night at
Amjharia village,
about 65 km from
Ranchi, when Munda
was watching the tradi-
tional cock fight in the
village, the police said.

Fire 
 New Delhi: A fire

broke out Thursday
afternoon at Vithal
Bhai Patel House in
Lutyens’ Delhi, offi-
cials said. No one was
reported injured.
According to a fire of-
ficial, the fire had
sparked in household
items. Four fire ten-
ders were rushed to
the spot after the inci-
dent was reported at
2.52 pm.

Relief material 
 New Delhi: A group

of volunteers from
Bengaluru has sent re-
lief material for the
earthquake victims of
Turkiye and Syria via
the Turkish embassy
in New Delhi. More
than 1,000 blankets to
the Embassy of
Turkey and a mone-
tary donation to the
Embassy of Syria
were sent on
Wednesday by the vol-
unteers, in association
with Aarogya Seva, an
international humani-
tarian aid agency, and
Vananam Ventures.

Send-off
 Shimla: “Taking the

wealth of love from
Himachal Pradesh,”
outgoing governor
Rajendra Vishwanath
Arlekar said on
Thursday at his
farewell here. Arlekar
has recently been ap-
pointed the governor
of Bihar, while former
minister of state for fi-
nance Shiv Pratap
Shukla will take his
place in the hill state.

Quit
 Jammu: Senior AAP

leader Harsh Dev
Singh on Thursday re-
signed as the chair-
man of its Jammu and
Kashmir unit and quit
the party’s primary
membership, citing
personal reasons.
Singh had joined the
Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) in Delhi on May
7, 2022 in the presence
of senior party lead-
ers. He was the chair-
man of the J-K
National Panthers
Party before that.

Recover
 New Delhi: The CBI

has recovered over Rs
3 crore during search-
es at four locations in
Delhi-NCR in connec-
tion with an ongoing
probe against a call
centre allegedly in-
volved in cheating US-
citizens, officials said
on Thursday.

A folk artist performs during
the inauguration of ‘Aadi

Mahotsav’ - National Tribal
Festival, at Major Dhyan

Chand National Stadium, in
New Delhi, Thursday.

Thiruvananthapuram,
Feb 16 (PTI): Senior
Congress leader and
Wayanad MP Rahul
Gandhi has sent a letter to
Kerala Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan seeking
a probe into the circum-
stances surrounding the
death of a tribal man in
the state recently.

He wanted the state gov-
ernment to order an im-
partial enquiry regarding
the lapses, if any, in the
present police investiga-
tion related to the death of
Vishwanathan (46), who
was found hanging near
Kozhikode medical col-
lege.

In the letter, Gandhi also
requested the CM to grant
the man’s family ex-gratia
compensation and a job
for one of its members on
humanitarian grounds.

The man was found
hanging near the medical

college hospital at
Kozhikode on February 11,
where his wife was admit-
ted for delivery. “I request
you to kindly initiate a
probe into the circum-
stances surrounding the
death of Vishwanathan
and order an impartial en-
quiry regarding the lapses
in investigation, if any,”
he said.

Gandhi, who had
reached his constituency
early this week, visited the
house of the tribal man in
Wayanad and consoled his
family members, who al-
leged it was not a case of
suicide and there were in-
jury marks on his body.

They had claimed that
Vishwanathan was at-
tacked by a mob, accusing
him of stealing. The
Congress leader, in the let-

ter, explained that the man
was found hanging just a
few days after welcoming
his first child and what
was meant to be a joyous
occasion for the family has
turned into a life-long
tragedy.

“I met Vishwanathan’s
distraught family, and
they have demanded a de-
tailed investigation into
the matter. They also re-
quested for a re-post-
mortem. They expressed
their anguish regarding
the hurry with which the
post-mortem was conduct-
ed,” he said.

Gandhi pointed out that
his family had rejected the
police report which states
that Vishwanathan died
by suicide and suspect foul
play in the matter.

The tribal man’s family,
especially his new-born
child, deserves justice, he
added.

Rahul demands probe
into tribal man’s death

 Writes to Kerala CM

Srinagar, Feb 16 (PTI): 

Pradesh Congress
Committee (PCC) presi-
dent Vikar Rasool Wani on
Thursday said the Centre
should immediately re-
store statehood to Jammu
and Kashmir and hold
Assembly polls here.

He also accused the rul-
ing Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) at the Centre
of creating “dictatorship”
in Jammu and Kashmir.

“We demand immediate
restoration of statehood to
Jammu and Kashmir and
holding of Assembly
polls,” Wani told reporters
at the PCC headquarters
here. The PCC chief, how-
ever, said National
Conference (NC) president
Farooq Abdullah has
“rightly said that they
(government) have no in-

tention of restoring state-
hood” to the Union
Territory. “The BJP has
created dictatorship here.
People are being harassed
and intimidated in the
name of bulldozers or the
Public Safety Act. Anyone
who raises his voice is
threatened with arrest,”
he alleged. Wani said
while Jammu and
Kashmir is already reeling

under acute unemploy-
ment, the government is
adding to the woes of peo-
ple through demolitions
and evictions under the
garb of retrieving state
land. “For example, in
Ramban, the administra-
tion has sealed 60 shops. It
means 120 people have lost
their livelihood. Today,
Jammu and Kashmir is
number one in unemploy-
ment. “The people of
Jammu and Kashmir are
being pushed into poverty.
They are bringing down
the price of horticulture
produce, which has forced
some growers to throw
their apples into the river
or they did not pick the
fruit at all. The grower
says the price has been
lowered to such an extent
that the production cost is
much more than the re-
turns,” the Congress
leader said.

Cong demands immediate
restoration of statehood

Vikar Rasool Wani

 To J&K Lucknow, Feb 16 (PTI): 

The Superintendent of a
government-run chil-
dren’s home here was sus-
pended after the death of
four infants in the last five
days, allegedly due to cold,
officials said on Thursday.

A magisterial inquiry
has been ordered into the
deaths and Kinshuk
Tripathi, the superinten-
dent of the home, issued a
show-cause notice,
District Probation Officer
Vikash Singh said.

Four infants reportedly
died of cold between
February 10-14 at the chil-
dren’s home located on
Prag Narayan road.

Women and child devel-
opment minister Baby
Rani Maurya disputed the
allegation as “totally
false.” Maurya, in a state-
ment, said that the infants
were underweight and suf-

fering from fever as well as
Thalassemia and were un-
dergoing treatment at dif-
ferent hospitals.

The district administra-
tion has also rejected the
media reports which at-
tributed the deaths to cold.
It said the exact reason for
the deaths could only be
ascertained after the
probe report.

The children’s home,
run by the state Women’s
Welfare department, nurs-
es destitute infants and
children up to the age of
10. The home currently
has 75 inmates.

Vikash Singh told PTI
that four inmates had died
in the course of medical
treatment at King George
Medical college.

All four were aged be-
tween 1.5 months to 5
months, he said, adding,
the post mortem reports
are yet to come.

Four infants die of
‘cold’ at children home 

Minister disputes allegation
Kochi, Feb 16 (PTI): 

The Enforcement
Directorate (ED), which
has been probing the al-
leged violation of the
Foreign Contribution
(Regulations) Act in con-
nection with the Kerala
government’s Life Mission
project, on Thursday sum-
moned a chartered ac-
countant (CA), as part of
the investigation. The
agency has started interro-
gating the CA, who has
been associated with M
Sivasankar, the former
principal secretary of
Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan, ED sources said.
A special court here had
on Wednesday sent
Sivasankar to five-day ED
custody in connection with
alleged violation of the
FCRA in the Life Mission
project at Wadakkanchery
in Thrissur district of
Kerala. The CA had al-

legedly helped Swapna
Suresh, a key accused in
the gold smuggling case, to
open a bank locker to keep
the commission received
from the project. The CBI
had in 2020 filed an FIR in
a Kochi court under
Section 120 B of the IPC
and Section 35 of the
Foreign Contribution
(Regulation) Act (FCRA),
2010 on a complaint by the
then Wadakancherry
Congress MLA, Anil
Akkara, listing Santosh
Eappen, Managing
Director of Unitac Builder,
Kochi as the first accused
and Sane Ventures as the
second accused. The two
companies had undertak-
en the construction based
on the agreement entered
with them by Red
Crescent, an international
humanitarian movement,
which had agreed to pro-
vide Rs 20 crore towards
the Life Mission project.

LIFE MISSION CASE

ED interrogates 
chartered accountant 

Itanagar, Feb 16 (PTI): 

Lt Gen Kaiwalya
Trivikram Parnaik was
sworn-in as the governor
of Arunachal Pradesh in a
simple ceremony at the
Darbar Hall of Raj
Bhawan here.

Justice Nani Tagia,
judge of Gauhati High
Court administered the
oath of office to Parnaik,
who is the 20th governor
of the north eastern state.

Chief Minister Pema
Khandu, his cabinet col-
leagues, MLAs and high
ranking civil and police of-
ficials were present at the
swearing-in programme.

Lt Gen Parnaik re-
placed Brig (Retd) Dr B D
Mishra, who has been
posted as Lt Governor of
the union territory of
Ladakh.

Mishra had been the
governor of the state on

October 3, 2017.
Born on June 28, 1953,

Lt Gen Parnaik had
served as commander of
the Army’s prestigious
Northern Command.

He was commissioned
into the Rajputana Rifles
on March 31, 1972 and
commanded its 2nd battal-
ion in Rajasthan sector
and in Jammu and
Kashmir, a Raj Bhawan
communique said. On
January 26, 2003, Parnaik

was awarded the Yudh
Seva Medal for his com-
mand of an infantry
brigade during the 2001-
2002 India Pakistan stand-
off. He attended the
National Defence College
in 2004 as part of the 44th
course.

Promoted to the rank of
the major general,
Parnaik was appointed as
General Officer
Commanding (GoC) of 17
Mountain Division in
Sikkim. He later com-
manded the Indian
Military Training Team
(IMTRAT) in Bhutan. In
2009, Parnaik was promot-
ed to the rank of
Lieutenant General and
appointed GoC of IV
Corps in Tezpur. After a
year-long tenure, he
moved to Army headquar-
ter as the Director
General Perspective
Planning, it said.

Lt Gen Parnaik sworn-in as Arunachal Guv

Puducherry, Feb 16 (PTI): 

Puducherry Chief
Minister N Rangasamy on
Thursday said the Union
Territory is set to emerge
as most developed region
soon and steps are being
taken to develop all sec-
tors.

Handing over monthly
assistance to senior citi-
zens and those belonging
to the Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes at a
function here, he said,
“The AINRC-Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) coali-
tion government in
Puducherry has expedit-
ed several schemes to en-
sure adequate infrastruc-
ture.”

“The schemes which
were ignored during the
previous regime were
now being expeditiously
implemented and
Puducherry would soon

emerge as developed
Union Territory,” he said.

Taking a dig at the pre-
vious Congress govern-
ment for ‘ignoring devel-
opment of roads,’ the
Chief Minister said of the
280 km stretch which
were battered by rains,
the present government
has repaired 120 km so far.

“Very soon, the remain-

ing roads would be re-
paired,” he added.
Rangasamy said that with
the cooperation of the
NDA government at the
Centre, the territorial ad-
ministration was imple-
menting several welfare
schemes covering stu-
dents, senior citizens and
downtrodden.

“Students in Class IX
would be given bicycles in
the next few days and lap-
tops would also be distrib-
uted free of cost to them
before the commence-
ment of the budget ses-
sion of the territorial as-
sembly in March,” he
said.

“My government is
keen that no section of
people should be left high
and dry and welfare
schemes evolved by the
administration would
reach out to all sections of
people,” he said.

‘Pondy to emerge as most developed UT soon’

N Rangasamy

AAhhmmeeddaabbaadd,,  FFeebb  1166  ((PPTTII))::
Congress MLA and Dalit leader
Jignesh Mevani on Thursday
demanded probe by a Special
Investigation Team (SIT) into
the death of a student of the
Indian Institute of Technology
Bombay to find out whether it
was a case of murder, caste
discrimination or ragging.
After meeting the Ahmedabad-
based family members of
Darshan Solanki (18), who
allegedly committed suicide by
jumping off the seventh floor of
a IIT hostel building on Sunday,
Mevani said the Dalit commu-
nity suspects it to be a case of
murder, caste discrimination
or ragging. The Congress
leader from Gujarat said the
Dalit community has given a
call for a nationwide candle
march on February 19 in sup-
port of Solanki, who was a
first-year student of BTech
(chemical) course. A Mumbai
Police team visited Solanki’s

house here on Thursday to
record the statements of his
family members in connection
with his death. Mevani said,
“Darshan’s father Ramesh
Solanki told me that he was not
even allowed to see the face of
his dead son when he went
there to collect the body. He
was told different things over
phone by the institute, and the
IIT Bombay professors told dif-
ferent stories. The entire issue
appears suspicious.”

Mevani demands SIT probe
into IITB student’s death

New Delhi, Feb 16 (PTI): 

Book chronicling the life
of General Bipin Rawat,
India’s first Chief of
Defence Staff, will release
on his 66th birth anniver-
sary on March 16, an-
nounced Penguin Random
House India (PRHI) on
Thursday.

Published under
Penguin’s ‘Veer’ imprint,
the compelling biography
is reconstructed from in-
terviews with General
Rawat’s closest family
members and friends, in-
cluding his daughters, for-
mer chief of army staff
General MM Naravane,
and wife of Brigadier LS
Lidder. General Rawat, his
wife Madhulika Rawat
and 12 other military per-

sonnel including Lidder
were killed in a helicopter
crash near Coonoor in
Tamil Nadu on December
8, 2021. The book is written
by Rachna Bisht Rawat,
author of several books on
Indian Armed forces, in-
cluding “Shoot, Dive, Fly:
Stories Of Grit And
Adventure from the Indian
Army” (2017) and “Kargil:
Untold Stories from the
War” (2019).

“I would like to ask his
strongest critics to read
this book. They will then
realize that he lived his life
by the same rules that he
applied to others. He
might have had his flaws,
and who doesn’t, but fact
is that he was honest,
straight forward, kind,
fearless and believed in
doing what he felt was
right for his country.

Biography of late CDS General
Bipin Rawat to hit stands 

 Next month



LLaahhoorree,,  FFeebb  1166  ((PPTTII))::

At least two people were killed
and nine injured in a blast inside
a passenger train in Pakistan’s
Punjab province on Thursday,
according to media reports.
The explosion occurred inside
the Jaffar Express when it was
on its way to Rawalpindi from
Quetta, officials said. According
to The Express Tribune newspa-
per, police sources said the
blast happened inside the
washroom of the passenger
train when it reached
Chichawatni, a district in the
province. Confirming the

injuries and casualties, Pakistan
Railways spokesperson Babar
Ali said the nature of the blast
was yet to be determined, the
Dawn newspaper reported.
Multan Deputy Superintendent
Hammad Hasan said a team
from the counter-terrorism
department has arrived at the

spot and is collecting evidence.
“As soon as we get some infor-
mation, we will share it with the
media,” the newspaper quoted
him as saying.  “The Railways
has not released any official
statement regarding the attack.
Police investigations are also
underway,” 
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Suva (Fiji), Feb 16 (PTI):

External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar on
Thursday described Fiji
as an important partner of
India and said that he has
conveyed to the Fijian
leadership that New Delhi
has very substantial inter-
ests in the strategic Indo-
Pacific region.

Addressing the Indian
community in Suva,
Jaishankar said that he
had a detailed discussion
with Fijian Prime
Minister Sitiveni
Ligamamada Rabuka
about the future of India-
Fiji relations.

“The message I brought
to him from Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
was that India’s interests
in the Indo-Pacific are
very substantial. Whether
you look at it as economic,
political, security, technol-
ogy or trade interest,” he
said.

Jaishankar is on a
three-day visit to the
South Pacific archipelago
nation to attend the 12th
World Hindi Conference
currently being held here.

He also thanked the gov-
ernment of Fiji for part-
nering with India for the
conference and said that
“we were honoured by the
presence of Fijian presi-
dent Wiliame Katonivere
and the Fijian-Indian com-
munity at the event”.

Jaishankar said, “When

we look at the Indo-
Pacific, we certainly see
Fiji as a very important
partner with whom we
have a historic link.”

The Indo-Pacific is a
biogeographic region,
comprising the Indian
Ocean and the western
and central Pacific Ocean,
including the South China
Sea.

The US, India and sever-
al other world powers
have been talking about
the need to ensure a free,
open and thriving Indo-
Pacific in the backdrop of
China’s rising military
manoeuvring in the re-
source-rich region.

“The challenge for us, as
two governments, is how
do we refresh this rela-
tionship and make it more
up to date and how do we
address the issues which
may have arisen especial-
ly in the last three years,”
he said, apparently refer-
ring to China’s aggressive

moves in the region.
The two leaders also dis-

cussed ways to expand the
development partnership
between the two coun-
tries. The External Affairs
minister also said that the
Fijian-Indian community
and their contributions
are valued and the Fijian
government is “keen on
upgrading the relation-
ship between the two
countries and intensifying
cooperation.”

On India’s G20 presiden-
cy, Jaishankar said, “We
want to make a difference
not through political head-
lines but by asking the
world what is it that is
missing and which part of
your core concern did not
get on the table?’ and how
do we voice that?”

Fiji important partner of India 
in Indo-Pacific: Jaishankar

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar meets Prime Minister
of Fiji Sitiveni Rabuka, in Suva, Fiji, Thursday, Feb. 16.

2 killed, 6 injured in train blast in Pakistan’s Punjab

Washington, Feb 16 (PTI):
The mega commercial
plane deal between Air
India and Boeing is an op-
portunity to deepen an al-
ready profoundly inter-
twined relationship be-
tween India and the
United States, the US said
Wednesday. “It’s an op-
portunity to deepen what
is already a profoundly
intertwined relationship
based on shared inter-
ests, based on shared val-
ues, based on our deep
economic ties. And with
the announcements be-
tween Boeing and Air
India yesterday, those ties
are all the deeper,” State
D e p a r t m e n t
Spokesperson Ned Price
told reporters at his daily
news conference. The
“landmark” Air India-
Boeing deal, according to
US President Joe Biden,
will create up to 1 million
jobs across 44 states in
the US. “It is something
that we’ve heralded. It is
an opportunity not only
for the American econo-
my and for workers here
in this country, but it’s an
opportunity for the
Indian people as well,”
Price said in response to
a question, a day after the
historic airplane deal be-
tween the two countries.

“The United States is en-
gaged around the world
not just in India but
around the world in what
we refer to as commercial
diplomacy, seeking to
find concrete, tangible,
practical ways to deepen
our economic ties with
countries around the
world in a way that bene-
fits the American people
back here at home,” he
said.
“I think the agreement
that was announced yes-
terday between Boeing
and Air India is a vivid
example of that the num-
ber of jobs it creates here,
the number of opportuni-
ties it creates in India,
and the possibility it pro-
vides to deepen that part-
nership even further,”
Price said.

On Tuesday, Air India
announced its agreement
to purchase 190 Boeing
737 MAXs, 20 Boeing 787s,
and 10 Boeing 777Xs a
total of 220 firm orders
valued at a list price of
USD34 billion which will
support more than one
million American jobs
across 44 states, many of
which will not require a
four-year college degree.

India-US ties deeper 
with announcement of Air

India-Boeing deal: US



R ecently was part of a discussion
on child abuse cases worldwide

and specifically in India and what was
surprising was the fact that it is not just
limited to the weaker part of the socie-
ty but rampant throughout spectrum
and furthermore not just for weaker
sex (what they prefer to say, though I
disagree) but its gender neutral and
enough data available to support this.

Incidentally, POSCO Act 2012 com-
pleted its decade long journey and a re-
port by NGO, “JALDI” titled “A decade
of POSCO ? studied 2.3 lakh cases from
Feb 2012 & 2022 (over 47000 cases
where registered in 2020 only) with
over 1.5 lakh pending cases. A study by
ministry of woman and child develop-
ment, 2007, found that 50.67% of chil-
dren surveyed have faced one or other
form of child abuse, with boys outnum-
bering girls (probably due to under re-
porting, social stigma etc.)

Conviction rates remained abysmal-
ly low with around one conviction for
every 3 acquittals. Majority reported
cases being of penetrative sexual as-
sault (More than 50%).   

Any child abuse put serious trauma
on kids and a lifelong scar in his/her
personality. Growing up children al-
ways has this in back of their minds
and will treat everyone with distrust
and doubt. Probably, worse than what
we were as foragers or hunter- gather-
ers. 

Incidentally, in most of the cases,
accused is known to the victims. This
further diminishes kid’s radius of trust
in society.

This is an attempt to analyse whole
issue from a different perspective.

Can a mentally distorted person be
allowed to reshape one’s entire per-
spective about society and trust.

Can a morally bankrupt be allowed
to make someone live with guilt and
trauma for entire life.

Can a sadist be entitled to alter the
course of a happy, jubilant and outgo-
ing kid into that of depression, anxiety
and constant fear. 

Can a looser be given power to
crush the springing endless opportuni-
ties that a child is blessed with.

Answer must be “NO”
NO, we can’t have a society wherein

any individual with moral bankruptcy
be allowed to ruin someone’s life or to
leave a dark memory to haunt through-
out the life.

NO, we can’t have a situation where
one suffers for eternityfor the sins of
someone who don’t even remembers
what he has done and their feel-good
hormones drops down.

Pertinent question which need to be
addressed by the society as a whole is
how and why and how a ‘skin to skin
contact’ could transform into sadistic
pleasure for one but a trauma and end-
less nights without sleep for other.
Who made this rule and why, wherein
one who most of the time was not even
aware of why something happened to
them has to carry the burden of the
fallout for life.

WWhhyy  tthhee  oonnuuss  ttoo  ccaarrrryy  tthhee  gguuiilltt  rreesstt
oonn  tthhee  vviiccttiimmss??

This is even worse than the dracon-
ian laws of primitive society ie. an eye
for an eye and blood for blood because
at least the account there gets closed
unlike here where there are frequent
revisits of the act in the minds of vic-
tims throughout life.

Obviously, answer to these ques-
tions are not readily available for refer-
ence. 

May be it’s the male dominated psy-
che wherein girls were more of an
asset and so kept guarded. They were
akin to commodities for barter to build
ties between tribes by marriages or
simply giving them and so their being
pure and untouched mattered a lot.
Virginity also got its credit from
this,coz a commodity is worth its puri-
ty.

May be from this misclassification of
“UNTOUCHED” that the “TOUCH” got
so much recognition and undue impor-
tance. May be this got engrained so
deeply in psyche that we still see at-
tempts being made to gain proximity
and touch in a crowded place, be it bus
or queue in shopping mall. 

And the issue again is why a “skin to
skin” contact by an intruder with an
unware kid or an over powered adoles-

cent be assigned so much detrimental
value so as to ruin their entire life.

Isn’t this unfair on the part of society
today to carry on with the primitive
concept about male-female interac-
tion.

Myths and superstition are changing
and so should be the detrimental belief
systems on this issue needs rethinking. 

A child must be made aware of the
fact that personal space is their diktat
and no one has the authority to breach
that without their consent. At the same
time, any breach can’t make child re-
sponsible for it by any means and they
owe no onus for the act either physical-
ly or mentally. Its pity “theft” of per-
sonal space which needs to be high-
lighted, reported and brought to logical
end but no carryover of the incident for
life and be treated like any theft. 

Virginity is no longer a taboo and
not even discussed among youth these
days. It’s no longer a looked after trait
for life partner as male-female interac-
tion are at entirely different level now
as what they used to be. This has taken
well with the society at large too. 

The transition from saree to skirt or
minis was not easy, fast or unnoticed.
But this happened and now a skirt does
not cause eye to shift or heads to roll
that much as they were in past. Society
at large has accepted the change and
respect the desire of a section to dress
as per their wish. 

A paradigm shift is needed in this in-
teraction too. Onus of act and guilt
should shift from victims to the offend-
er.  It is possible by downgrading it’s to
value to a pity “theft of space” for the
child. 

Kids be told to treat it like any other
contact and move on. Its value and
weightage has to be lowered at par
with its moral level – that is, at the bot-
tom most. No one is authorised to take
away the peace of anyone for his fault
in controlling his emotions and hor-
mones; nor the child should suffer for
others fault.

A shift in perceiving these act is re-
quired to take people out of these trau-
ma for life. Kids must know and under-
stand that an accident is an accident
and is to be taken as an accident.
Unintended and unforeseen on their
part and so no accountability on them.
It’s like an argument or physical fight in
school which is reported, action taken
and then forgotten for kids are respon-
sible for their act only and owe nothing
for the failure of others. 

Consider a road rage case. Two peo-
ple enter into an argument and then
into a scuffle. The person at the receiv-
ing end suffers blows and eventually
surrenders. But what are the chances
of the fact that this experience of his
will turn into a trauma or that there-

after he will never drive again. Despite
blows and overpowering physically
that too in much exposed environment,
the incident will fade away probably in
months or year and the person will be
back again. This is because society has
assigned it a low significance value.

The likelihood of a road rage event
transforming a personality remain sub-
stantially low despite similar ‘skin to
skin contact’ and breach of personal
space because no value was assigned
to it and was treated as trivial.

WWhhoo  iiss  aatt  mmoorree  ffaauulltt  hheerree??

UUnnaawwaarree  cchhiilldd  ccaann’’tt  bbee  ffoorr  ssuurree..  
A loose lower life causing the act is

definitely the easy pointer to end the
discussion. But at deeper level of reali-
sation, it’s the society, parent, peers
who are responsible for the guilt and
trauma of sufferer. The pity shown by
them and the sympathies rendered
gave this act a demonic scale. It’s not
that it’s a casual thing or is supposed to
discarded loosely, but the point here is
whether the pity or sympathies have
really helped the sufferer by even an
iota.

IInn  ffaacctt,,  tthheeyy  ddiidd  jjuusstt  tthhee  ooppppoossiittee..
They inprinted the act further firmly

in the minds of the sufferer to keep re-
visiting till death. This response or the
fear of being seen as pity, prevented
victims to share and are often black-
mailed too. This is a vicious cycle and
the trap is laid. While a wounded sol-
dier, holding his ground is termed a
Warrior and offered highest regards
which he truly deserves, a rape/molest
victim fighting  their case in courts is
looked down. Best she can gets are
words of consolations.

WWhhaatt  iiss  tthhee  ddiiffffeerreennccee  bbeettwweeeenn
aabboovvee  ttwwoo  ccaasseess??

Both represent courage of highest
order. Difference is in their recognition
by society. Time is changing and so
should the norms.

Least we could do for the survivors
fighting their cases is to stand up in
their honour. Just stand up on seeing
them and make them feel confident of
what they are doing. Let the message
be given to them that it’s not your fault;
we know this and we are with you.

This simple gesture of standing up
will do wonder. It will give what’s most
needed by them. Their Self-Respect.
And as more and more voices will rise,
conviction rates will improve and cases
will go down fearing conviction. 

Soch badalni hogi coz a section of
society is suffering badly.

((BBhhaavveesshh  ppaannddee  iiss  cchhiieeff  EEnnggiinneeeerr  iinn
RRaaiillwwaayyss  aanndd  pprreesseennttllyy  iinnvvoollvveedd  iinn  ccoonn--

ssttrruuccttiioonn  ooff  nneeww  lliinnee  iinn  nnaaxxaall  aaffffeecctteedd
BBaassttaarr  rreeggiioonn  ooff  CCGG..  CCaann  bbee  rreeaacchheedd  aatt

bbhhaavveesshhppaannddee22001166@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm))

Chronicle
C E N T R A L

Established  1974  Volume  48  No. 135

Early detection 
of Cancer

Northeast which is infa-
mously known as the
Cancer Capital of India is
seeing a rise in cancer
cases which is alarming,
to say the least. The num-
ber of new cases will see a
new high by 2025, accord-
ing to a report published
by ICMR. Timely detec-
tion of cancer can go a
long way in reducing this
burden. People in India
tend to ignore small
changes in their body if it
is not troubling them
which later turn out to be
cancer of some kind. So
we should listen to our
body if it is trying to tell
us something which is
foreign to its understand-
ing and is asking for our
help to help get rid of it.
Unusual weight loss, fre-
quent fevers, and unusual
bumps in the body all can
be symptoms of cancer
that should never be ig-
nored. People in India
generally do not like to go
to the doctor but people in
countries like the US and
the UK go through a full
body checkup once a year
because of which their
early cancer detection
rate is much healthier
than India's. Health is the
biggest wealth, we must
not let cancer rob us of
this wealth.
Noopur Baruah, Tezpur 

No more chances
India was the 7th worst-

hit country due to ex-
treme air pollution and
extreme rainfall in 2021
and it’s only been getting
worse every year.We ’re
racing towards further
and further climate disas-
ters and we need to pull
the chainnow.Though we
hoped it would not reach
this point, climate wis-
dom has constantly ad-
vised us about the deadly
consequences of climate
change. But we ’ve caught
the malefactor red- hand-
ed. The grim burning of
fossil energies for energy
and transportation has
turned our metropolises
in to poisonous gascham-
bers.In 2022, India was set
up to be home to of the
world’s 10 most business-
congested metropolises.
According to reports over
two lakh Indians died
from air pollution last
time but this could have
been prevented.Through
the Detox City crusade,
we're working to impact
the transportation sys-
tems across India, over
the coming many years.
However, we can demand
better structure- better
public transport, further
green spaces, If further
citizens borrow sustain-
able transportation.
Eventually, these small
but significant conduct
will restate into metropo-
lises that are cleaner,
healthier, more equal and
accessible to all citizens.
We're losing precious
time in the fight for a safe
and healthy future. No
more chances left to take
action and change the
course of our earth.

VijayKumar H K,
Raichur, Karnataka 
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BHAVESH PANDE

Models of Russian fighter aircrafts on display during the fourth day of Aero India 2023 at Yelahanka Air base, in Bengaluru,
Thursday, Feb. 16.

AERO INDIA 2023

U pgradation and modernization are the hallmarks of any army
in the world. Presently, GoI has everything in mind and they

are taking every step to keep our army’s numero uno status. Rafale
advanced fighters were purchased, the LCA Tejas was also induct-
ed, an indigenous helicopter manufacturing plant was inaugurated,
and work on the Tejas Mark II was already underway, as was re-
search into stealth aircraft. The thrust is on “Make in India” to not
only save billions of dollars of precious foreign exchange but to re-
move dependency on any foreign country in case of any eventuali-
ty. From armoured vehicles to the latest automatic firearms to
tanks, every effort is being made to indigenously develop and man-
ufacture warfare material. Night vision devices, anti-drone technol-
ogy, the latest radars, and transport planes to carry even tanks-
each requirement of the forces has been kept in mind and pro-
cured. Drones are the latest weapons that have changed the mean-
ing of modern warfare. Drones can perform any task, from surveil-
lance to arms carrying to attacks on advanced enemy positions or
installations. There is no need to send teams of soldiers to physical-
ly check the movement of the enemy; all can be done by surveil-
lance drones. Keeping in view the importance of drones in modern
warfare, the GoI has also procured drones for all three wings of the
forces, each capable of covering a distance of 50 km and carrying a
payload of 1 kg to 5 kg. Kamikaze drones with a 100-km range are
the latest addition to our army, able to select highly valued enemy
targets and then crash to destroy them. The utility of drones does-
n’t end here only, high-altitude drones, and desert drones are being
procured. Every effort is being put forth to safeguard the 3500-kilo-
metre Line of Actual Control from Ladakh to Arunachal Pradesh.
With temperatures in the minuses, meters of snow, and treacher-
ous mountains, it is not an easy border to guard. Ground patrols are
compensated by satellite images, remotely-piloted aircraft, and
modern radars; practically, no one can escape our ever-vigilant
army. Modern machinery for road and tunnel construction has
been deployed to speed up road connectivity, along with heavy
snow clearance equipment. Not only surveillance but attack ammu-
nition is also being upgraded with the induction of K-9 Vajra track
guns to the Pinaka multi-rocket launch system. Long- and short-
range missiles have been deployed to counter any mischief along
the ALC. Almost one lakh crore has been spent on force moderniza-
tion, which is enormous by any standard when combined with the
border infrastructure development budget. Advance landing
grounds, a fibre optic network, all-weather bunkers, the deploy-
ment of advance fighter aircraft squadrons, bunkers for tanks-GoI
is setting up everything. Thirty-three months of the standoff with
China have made us much more alert and confident, and efforts are
on to plug shortcomings on a war footing. The Indian Army has an
unparalleled track record, and with the all-out support of the pres-
ent GoI, our army is well prepared for any type of situation at bor-
ders. Our army is one of the best battlefield-tested armies, an ex-
pert in terrorism, desert warfare, and high-altitude warfare, and
has historically safeguarded the highest battlefield of Siachen
against all odds. It is always the man behind the machine who mat-
ters most. The present situation is not that of the 1960s; every re-
quirement of the army is being met, in routine as well as in an
emergency. With upgraded fire-power and infrastructure, our army
is just like a tiger on the prowl, ever ready to defend its territory.

Army’s LAC preparedness

SOCH .... The change needed

Yash Pal Ralan, Jalandhar 

D uring the Constituent Assembly for framing the
Constitution of the country, there was hot dis-

cussion on the post of the Governor, and ultimately it
was decided that there would be a post of Governor
just to check on the meticulous implementation of the
Constitution, otherwise it would be an ornamental
post. Recently, the government appointed some gov-
ernors, but there was a hue and cry over the appoint-
ment of retired Supreme Court Justice Nazir, who was
also one of the justices who delivered the Ram
Janambhumi decision. Earlier too, retired police and
intelligence officers went on to occupy Raj Bhavans,
but it was the appointment of a retired Chief Justice of
India (CJI) as a governor in 2014 that created a new
precedent. Another retired CJI was nominated to the
Rajya Sabha in 2020, raising eyebrows. The institution
of the governor is a legacy of the British imperial gov-
ernance structure. The legitimacy of a nominated
governor in a democracy was the topic of a heated de-

bate in the Constituent Assembly, but it was carried
over into the new republic nonetheless. The Governor
was to act as a dynamic link between the Center and
the State, but the makers of the Constitution were
clear that the posts must remain ornamental, except
in very narrowly defined situations in which they were
allowed discretion in decision-making. Over the
decades, the overreach of governors has become a
serious question in centre-state relations and democ-
racy in general. The dominance of the BJP at the
Centre since 2014 has added fresh tensions with the
States. The BJP has a vision of national unity that
causes anxiety among regional interest groups. The
office of the governor was to be embellished by the
personalities of those who would occupy it. There are
a few also who criticize the step of Nazir on the his
statements made by him previously. All the parties
had appointed various bureaucrats after their retire-
ment and if all parties are serious about it they should
pass such regulation in the parliament otherwise such
type of controversies will be discussed in the public
domain without any meaningful purpose.

Let the post of governor be ornamental 
Topo Singha

F or the first time in Assam's oil
history, crude oil and natural

gas exploration will begin on the
northern bank of the Brahmaputra in
lower Assam. The Assam
Government signed PEL (Petroleum
Exploration Licence) deeds for two
open Acreage Licensing Policy
(OALP) blocks with Oil India Limited
(OIL) on Thursday last in the confer-
ence hall of the Directorate of
Geology and Mining, Guwahati, in
the presence of top OIL and State
Government officials. It is a big de-
velopment. What is bigger is the de-
cision to absorb local youth for non-
technical posts in the sector. While
the Pathsala Block measuring
2445.30 sq km falls in the districts of

Barpeta, Nalbari, Baksa, and
Kamrup, the Mangaldai Block meas-
uring 1840.87 sq km is spread out in
Udalguri, Kamrup, and Darrang dis-
tricts. If the area proves promising, it
will bring a new dimension to the
state. OIL plan to invest approxi-
mately Rs 12 crore in these projects
is a positive sign for economic activi-
ty in the state. The State govern-
ment, led by Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma, laid stress on invest-
ment in the oil and gas sector. To
harness the benefits of certain in-
vestments in the oil and gas sector,
the Chief Minister announced in
December 2021 that it would set up
an investment holding company to
pump money into oil and gas entities
and manage those stakes. The state
government has already raised its
stake in the NRL to 26 percent.

Oil exploration in lower Assam
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Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit 

N owadays begging in India has become almost a profession.
Wherever you go, a beggar stares you in the face. Child

beggary as stated above has become a menace and a barrier in the
development of the nation. Pandit Nehru had once said that chil-
dren are the future of the nation and the future is at stake. We
need to eradicate the social evil of child beggary and put up those
laws and regulation who would prove to be fruitful for the future of
our children and for our nation. In Metropolitan cities like Mumbai,
Ahmedabad & Delhi, one would have noticed everywhere – hover-
ing around the crossings, shining shows, washing automobiles,
working in the fields or worse, working in inhuman conditions in
the factories. It is reported that the child beggars are part of a
forced beggary racket. They are trained how to carry crutches to
appear disabled on road and later paid Rs 10 or 20 as commission
out of their daily earnings. Child beggary is still a burning problem
in India and we must combat the evil which is spreading its wings
day by day. Child beggary is a complex social problem that has
been existing in this country from time immemorial. There is no
uniform law in our country to prohibit begging as such. No doubt,
the code of criminal procedure and the Indian penal code contain
some important provisions which have a bearing on the prevention
of begging. Child exploitation is defined as taking a child's advan-
tages in an unfairly manner. Child beggar is a massive problem in
all countries of the world. They often come shoeless, dressed in
dirty, scruffy, smelly clothes. Poverty is the primary cause of this
issue. It is claimed that it is poverty that makes parents send their
children to prostitute, it is the poverty that make parents sell their
children for child trafficking, it is the poverty that makes parents
deny their children education and make them work day and
night.Children and toddlers are also used as beggars to extract
money from pity-filled passersby. In order to elicit sympathy to col-
lect more money, children usually have one or more of their limbs
cruelly amputated. In addition, uncontrolled birth is also the cause
of child beggars. Children from poor family, that their parents have
no income, they usually send their children to beg or even sell
them off. Children become profitable tool for supporting family
life. Besides that, increasing numbers of trafficking organization
causes increase numbers of child beggars. A beggar’s life is far
more tragic than we can imagine. Standing at traffic signals, beg-
ging for that elusive rupee or two in exchange for a flower or a bal-
loon can be anything but personal choice. Children welfare organ-
ization should do something to alleviate their plight instead of just
giving money to child beggars. Government should think to de-
velop a system in which an individual beggar is helped to acquire
specialised skills and craftsmanship to enable him to lead a normal
life in the community/society. Every child  has dream of his own…a
dream which keeps him going through the daily toils.  Time has
now come when we need to organize ‘Workshops-cum-training”
centers for poor children so that they can earn while learning
some skills. Most begging children don’t actually have a choice.
They just have to work irrespective of fever or any other disease.
Teenager girl beggars suffer the worst. It is our moral duty to help
the weak, the hungry and the suffering people but while giving
alms to any beggar, one should always keep in mind that giving a
little money or food will not end his poverty. Charity may be given
but there should be poor houses for such disabled persons who re-
ally deserve charity.

How to deal with increasing
Child beggary?
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BRIEF

Investments

New Delhi:Debt-rid-
den telecom operator
Vodafone Idea needs
funding to make invest-
ments and vendor dues
will be cleared once it
starts generating cash
from the investments,a
top official of the com-
pany said.Vodafone
Idea (VIL) CEO
Akshaya Moondra dur-
ing the company's earn-
ing call said that the ex-
perience on 5G is not
much different for con-
sumers at present un-
less the network is
made ubiquitous."It is
very clear that we need
to get funding to make
investments and im-
prove our operating
cash flows to be then
able to improve our ven-
dor payment situation.

Upcoming budget

Chandigarh:Punjab
Finance Minister
Harpal Singh Cheema
on Wednesday com-
menced pre-budget
meetings with the state
officials to finalise
budget estimates for
various departments
for 2023-24 fiscal.
Cheema held discus-
sions with the secre-
taries and officials of
various departments
here at his office to so-
licit the budgetary re-
quirements of their re-
spective departments,
according to an official
release.

Mindful utilisation

Mumbai: India's G-20
sherpa Amitabh Kant
on Wednesday said
there is an "urgency of
bringing in behav-
ioural changes" at in-
dividual and commu-
nity levels to avoid
"destructive consump-
tion" and ensure
"mindful utilisation of
resources". "...we wish
to highlight the ur-
gency of bringing in
behavioral change in
both individual and
community so that
there is a paradigm
shift from mindless
and destructive con-
sumption to mindful
and deliberate utilisa-
tion of resources,"
Kant said.

Punjab Summit
Chandigarh: Punjab
Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann  held
a review meeting with
all the departments
for the upcoming in-
vestment summit on
February 23 and 24 in
Mohali. Chairing a
meeting here, the
Chief Minister asked
the officers to ensure
foolproof arrange-
ments for the mega
event in which indus-
trial tycoons from
across the globe will
take part, according to
a release.

Hyderabad, Feb 16:  

The Union Budget 2023-
'24 has been prepared
keeping growth in focus
and also external econom-
ic challenges such as fuel
prices, Finance Minister
Niramala Sitharaman
said on Thursday.

In an interactive session
on the Budget, she said the
focus was on the common
man and weaker sections
and to ensure that their
businesses are supported,
their education is support-
ed, the opportunities
which are available for
them to skill themselves
are also given enough pro-
vision.

"The priority is to keep
the growth momentum as
it is and also to make sure
that the further support
measures for sustaining
growth And be conscious

of the fact that challenges
which are extraneous to
India. External challenges
will have to be kept in
mind. We should be ready
for any unpredictable
events from outside of our
border," she said when
asked what the priorities
were when the budget was
given a final shape.

"Economic challenges
which are even today

prevalent in terms of fuel
and fertilisers. Fertilisers
are coming down a bit, but
even then it is a factor be-
yond us. These are the pri-
mary concerns," she fur-
ther said. Sitharaman said
the budget was prepared
keeping in view every sec-
tion of the society includ-
ing SC, ST, OBC and other
backward classes.

Finance minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said
that petroleum products
can be included in the
Goods and Services Tax
(GST) framework once an
agreement in this regard
is reached among states.
Sitharaman also said that
the effort of the govern-
ment over the years has
been to increase public ex-
penditure with a view to
promote growth. "The pro-
vision is already available
for petroleum products to

be brought into the GST.
My predecessor had al-
ready made the window
kept open," she said while
speaking at the Post-
Budget interactive session
with the members of the
industry chamber PHDC-
CI. Five petroleum prod-
ucts viz. petroleum crude,
motor spirit (petrol), high
speed diesel, natural gas
and aviation turbine fuel
have temporarily been
kept out and the GST
Council shall decide the
date from which they shall
be included in GST.

"Once the states agree,
we will have the petroleum
products also be covered
under the GST. So, that's
not so much of us not
wanting it," she said. The
49th meeting of the GST
Council is scheduled to be
held in New Delhi on
February 18, 2023.

Budget prepared keeping in mind
external challenges also: FM Mumbai, Feb 16: 

Bank of Baroda and
Indian Overseas Bank
have increased their mar-
ginal cost of fund-based
lending rates (MCLR), fol-
lowing a hike in the inter-
est rates on loans and de-
posits by their largest pub-
lic sector peer SBI. The lat-
est hikes in the interest
rates come days after the
Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) on February 8 in-
creased the borrowing
costs by 25 basis points
(bps).

The RBI's six-member
Monetary Policy
Committee had raised the
benchmark repurchase or
repo rate to 6.50 per cent in
its latest bi-monthly policy
review. This was the sixth
straight increase in inter-
est rates since May last
year, and the cumulative
hike now totals 250 bps.
State-owned Bank of
Baroda (BoB) has in-
creased its MCLR by 5 bps

across all tenors from
February 12. The bank has
revised one-year MCLR to
8.55 per cent from 8.5 per
cent. The overnight, one-
month and three-month
MCLRs stand at 7.9, 8.2
and 8.3 per cent, respec-
tively, according to its web-
site.

Another state-run
lender Indian Overseas
Bank (IOB) has raised its
MCLR by up to 15 bps
across all tenors. Its one-
year MCLR is up to 8.45
per cent from 8.30 per cent
now. Similarly, one-month,
three-month and six-
month MCLRs are up by
15 bps to 7.9, 8.2 and 8.35
per cent, respectively,
while its overnight, two-
year and three-year
MCLRs have been revised
upwards by 10 bps. Both
the banks have not in-
creased their deposit rates
yet. State Bank of India
(SBI) on Wednesday in-
creased the MCLR-linked
loans by 10 bps across the

overnight and up to three
year category of loans --
varying from 7.95 per cent
to 8.70 per cent, effective
February 15. The nation's
largest lender also in-
creased deposit rates by 5-
25 bps effective February
15. With the revised rates,
senior citizens will get 8.5
per cent on deposits of
over five years, while oth-
ers will get 5 bps more on
three year funds and 25
bps on longer-term funds,
according to the bank's
website.

Yet the bank is offering
only 2.70 per cent to its
millions of savings bank
depositors for balance less
than Rs 10 crore and 3 per
cent to those above Rs 10
crore. This is the lowest
deposit rate. However, the
rate hikes by SBI, Bank of
Baroda and Indian
Overseas Banks are only
for corporate borrowers as
the increases are applica-
ble to loans linked to
MCLR.

BoB, IOB hike lending rates; SBI
marginally ups deposit rates

New Delhi, Feb 16:  

The GST Council in its
meeting on Saturday is
likely to discuss setting
up appellate tribunals and
mechanism to curb tax
evasion in pan masala
and gutkha business,
sources said.

The report of panel of
ministers on Goods and
Services Tax (GST) on on-
line gaming and casinos
may not come up for delib-
eration at the February 18
meeting of the GST
Council, chaired by Union
finance minister Nirmala
Sitharaman and compris-
ing her state counter-
parts. The items, which
could not be discussed by
the Council in its last
meeting on December 17,

2022, would top the agen-
da of the 49th GST
Council meeting on
February 18, the sources
said. The report of the
Group of Ministers
(GoM), headed by Odisha
finance minister
Niranjan Pujari, on
checking tax evasion by
pan masala and gutkha
industry would be taken
up for discussion.

The report of the GoM
on Goods and Services
Tax Appellate Tribunals

(GSTATs) was set up in
July last year under the
chairmanship of
Haryana deputy chief
minister Dushyant
Chautala. The GoM has
suggested that the tri-
bunals should consist of
two judicial members, and
one technical member each
from the Centre and states,
besides a retired Supreme
Court judge as president.
However, the Meghalaya
chief minister Conrad
Sangma chaired panel re-
port on online gaming is
unlikely to come up for dis-
cussion. The report has al-
ready been submitted to
the Union finance minister
and it has to be circulated
to states before it could
come up before the Council
for deliberation.

GST Council to discuss GoM reports on appellate
tribunals, tax evasion by gutkha firms on Feb 18

New Delhi, Feb 16:  

The rupee appreciated
by 13 paise to close at 82.70
(provisional) against the
US currency on Thursday,
supported by broad dollar
weakness and a positive
trend in domestic equities.
Forex traders said upbeat
domestic trade deficit data
and foreign fund inflows
supported investor senti-
ments. At the interbank
foreign exchange market,
the local unit opened at
82.72 against the
American currency and fi-
nally settled at 82.70 (provi-
sional) against the green-
back, registering a gain of
13 paise over its previous
close of 82.83. During the
trading session, the rupee
touched a high of 82.59

and a low of 82.73 against
the dollar.

The dollar index, which
gauges the greenback's
strength against a basket
of six currencies, declined
0.21 per cent to 103.70.
Global oil benchmark
Brent crude futures de-
clined 0.50 per cent to USD
84.95 per barrel.

Rupee gains 13 paise to close
at 82.70 against US dollar Mumbai, Feb 16: 

Equity benchmark in-
dices ended marginally
higher on Thursday amid
volatility faced during the
last minutes of trading
hours.

The BSE Sensex eked
out marginal gains of
44.42 points or 0.07 per cent
to settle at 61,319.51.
During the day, it jumped
407.16 points or 0.66 per
cent to 61,682.25. The NSE
Nifty advanced 20 points
or 0.11 per cent to end at
18,035.85. From the Sensex
firms, Tech Mahindra
jumped 5.58 per cent, fol-
lowed by Nestle, Tata
Steel, NTPC, Tata
Consultancy Services,
Asian Paints, Wipro and
Bajaj Finserv.

Mahindra & Mahindra,
Hindustan Unilever, Axis

Bank and Bajaj Finance
were among the major lag-
gards. "The domestic mar-
ket absorbed the buoyancy
in the global market, led
by IT stocks, while up-
stream oil companies
gained as a result of the
slash in windfall tax. After
robust jobs data, strong re-
tail sales numbers in the
US showed proof of re-
silience in the US econo-
my amidst concerns over
elevated inflation num-
bers.

Markets end marginally higher

Balconagar, Feb 16: 

The Bharat Aluminium
Company Limited
(BALCO), India's iconic alu-
minium producer and a
subsidiary of Vedanta
Aluminium Business, re-
cently appointed Rajesh
Kumar as its new CEO and
Whole Time Director.
Rajesh Kumar has 36 years
of experience in operations,
maintenance, project imple-
mentation, and productivi-
ty improvement in Tata
Steel's Indian and Thai
units. Mr. Rajesh Kumar
holds a bachelor's degree in
Mechanical Engineering (
B Tech) from Banaras
Hindu University ( IIT
BHU) and is a gold medalist
in finance from XLRI,
Jamshedpur, where he did
his master's in business ad-
ministration ( MBA).

Rajesh has extensive ex-
perience in organisational
excellence, the implementa-
tion of large projects, and
the commissioning of new
plants. He has made signifi-
cant contributions to the
mergers and acquisitions of
numerous companies and
has led several manufactur-
ing units to achieve world-
class production, productiv-
ity, and quality bench-
marks.

Rajesh Kumar replaces

Mr. Abhijit Pati, who will
now serve as Vedanta
Aluminium's Chief
Transformation Officer. Mr.
Pati will play a significant
role in the expansion of the
aluminium and alumina
projects, vertical integra-
tion, downstream alumini-
um business development,
and many other areas, in
addition to achieving the as-
pirations of Vedanta's
Center of Excellence and
Environmental, Social &
Governance verticals. Mr.
Pati's contribution to
strengthening Vedanta's
largest greenfield alumini-
um smelter project in
Jharsuguda, Odisha, is a
noteworthy addition to his
endeavours, in addition to
taking BALCO to newer
heights in ESG, operational
excellence, and human re-
sources.

Rajesh Kumar appointed as CEO
& Whole Time Director BALCO

Mumbai, Feb 15: 

Redefining the scooter
category and charting the
next phase of its tech-en-
abled journey in the scoot-
er segment, Hero
MotoCorp, the world’s
largest manufacturer of
motorcycles and scooters,
today launched the new
110cc scooter –Xoom in
Raipur.

Meticulously designed
and developed to appeal to
the generation of percep-
tive customers who seek
adventure and excitement
in their everyday ride, the
Xoom scooter delivers a
contemporary design,
supreme maneuverability,
unmatched agility and
extra ordinary perform-
ance. The Hero Xoom em-
bodies a fresh new take in
the 110cc category. With an

industry-first feature – the
Corner Bending Lights,
and segment-first features
– bigger and wider tyres
and zippy acceleration in
the 110cc segment, it guar-
antees an unparalleled mo-
bility experience to the
owners. The Corner
BendingLightsTM makes
its debut in the 110cc seg-
ment with Hero Xoom, pro-
viding enhanced safety for
the customers. The Corner
Bending Lights illumi-

nates the dark corner
areas with an unrivalled
bright, clear light when the
rider is taking a turn or
heading into curves. The
rider benefits from the illu-
mination of the corners on
the road, thereby ensuring
safer riding at night. The
Xoom comes with a power-
ful BS-VI-compliant engine
that features Hero
MotoCorp’s revolutionary
i3S technology (Idle Stop-
Start System).

Hero MotoCorp launches
110cc Scooter ‘Xoom’

Mumbai, Feb 16: 

Rural wage growth is
trailing inflation and the
government needs to con-
tinue with policy support
to help people in the mo-
fussil areas, a credit infor-
mation company said on
Thursday. In a report, Crif
High Mark observed that
rural wages are unable to
keep pace with rising infla-
tion and sought continued
interventions from the pol-
icy front on this. " with ris-
ing rural inflation, decline
in real rural wages and
slowing rural demand, it is
important for the govern-
ment and policymakers to
continue their support to
the rural sector," it said.

Rural inflation had re-
mained above urban infla-
tion in the first half of

2022, it said, adding that
rural consumption de-
clined and average rural
unemployment decreased.
The rural business confi-
dence index, which takes
inputs from macroeco-
nomic indices, credit bu-
reau data and the survey of
companies operating in
the rural areas, grew by
nearly 10 points to 73.5 in
2022. "The government has
focused on providing relief
and credit flow to small
business and other sectors
that were affected by the
pandemic. This has likely
resulted in more positive
macroeconomic outlook
across industries in the
rural sector," the report ex-
plained. As per the survey,
70 per cent of respondents
said government policies
and schemes drove rural

growth in 2022. It also said
that a larger proportion of
people (17 per cent in 2022
as against 7 per cent in
2021) expected a deteriora-
tion in the overall access to
credit. Citing the credit bu-
reau data, the report said
rural loan disbursements
grew 26 per cent by value
and 64 per cent by volume
in FY22, when compared to
FY21. There was, however,
a 5 per cent de-growth in
commercial loan volumes
in FY22 as against FY21,
even though there was
handsome growth in all
other segments both by
volumes and values, it
said. The average ticket
size for retail loans slid to
Rs 1.3 lakh in FY22 as
against Rs 1.9 lakh in FY21,
despite a nearly doubling
of the volumes.

Mumbai, Feb 16: 

Xiaomi India, leading
smartphone brand in the
country, an-
nounced exciting
new offers on one
of its most popular
devices in the
budget segment -
Redmi 11 Prime
4G. Take home the
prime-time all-
rounder Redmi 11
Prime 4G with a
No Cost EMI op-
tion, at an upfront
bank processing
fee of just INR 11.
As part of this limited-pe-
riod offer, valid till 28th
February, 2023, consumers
can avail these benefits ex-
clusively on the purchase
of this device at their
nearest Mi Home and Mi
Retail partners.

Redmi 11 Prime 4G is
available in two variants -
4GB + 64GB and 6GB +
128GB at a starting price of

INR 12999, and INR 14999
respectively. For this, con-
sumers will get the chance
to pay INR 11 and take

home the device
with a No Cost
EMI option on pay-
ment with Bajaj
Finserv, HDFC
Bank, IDFC First
Bank and HDB
F i n a n c i a l
Services. Designed
to cater to users
looking for prime
performance com-
bined with the
best-in-class expe-
rience, Redmi 11

Prime 4G features a su-
perlative 50MP AI triple-
camera system with an
8MP front camera. With
an all-new design, 90Hz
FHD+ display, a large 5000
mAh battery and
Corning® Gorilla® Glass
Protection, the device is
the perfect choice for users
looking for an affordable
smartphone.

Xiaomi India announces
exciting new offers

Mumbai, Feb 16: 

Surya Roshni, one of India’s
most respected and trusted
brands for Lighting, Fans,
Home Appliances, Steel Pipes,
and PVC pipes, has been using
its experience, technology and
innovation to make its con-
sumer’s life simpler.  The new-
lylaunched, high energyeffi-
cient Blaze HS Star 48 & HPLV
ceiling fans are aerodynami-
cally designed using superior
paint finish for scratch resist-
ance anddouble ball bearings
for smooth operation& wider
air circulation. The high-ener-
gy efficient technology offers
a strong motor to operate effi-
ciently at low voltage, offers
low-noise operation and sever-
altechnological advantages
like High Air Delivery of 215
CMM with 52 Watt power con-
sumption with superior speed
performance.
Surya’s range of High Energy
Saving and High Air Delivery
ceiling fans, delivers comfort-

able corner to corner air, even
during voltage fluctuations,
ensuring peace of mind at all
times. Surya Roshni with a
legacy of 50 years, is well pre-
pared and ready with a new
age variety ofenergy efficient
ceiling fans across 1-5-star
BEE ratings. Company’s BEE
star rated ceiling fans are
carefully designed with the
advanced technology, which
would help in reducing energy
consumption from 30% to 50%
depending on Star Label the
consumer wishes to go for. 
Speaking on the occasion, Mr.
Jitendra Agrawal , CEO-
(Lighting & Consumer
Durables), Surya Roshni
Limited said “Aligned with the
commitment to provide state-
of-the-art innovations and
high energy-efficient solu-
tions, we are pleased to intro-
duce a new range of energy
efficient fan - Blaze HS Star 48
including the HPLV fan
range,to revolutionize the fan
market in India. 

Surya launches high energy
efficient range of Ceiling Fans 

Rural wage growth trailing
inflation, govt should 

continue support: Report

New Delhi, Feb 16: 
The government has cut wind-
fall profit tax on export of
diesel and ATF to their lowest
while also reducing the levy on
domestically-produced crude in
line with softening international
oil prices, according to an offi-
cial order. The levy on crude oil
produced by companies such as
Oil and Natural Gas Corporation
(ONGC) has been cut to Rs
4,350 per tonne from Rs 5,050
per tonne, the order dated
February 15 said. Crude oil
pumped out of the ground and
from below the seabed is
refined and converted into fuels
like petrol, diesel and aviation
turbine fuel (ATF). The govern-
ment has also cut the tax on
export of diesel to Rs 2.5 per
litre from Rs 7.5, and the same
on overseas shipments of ATF
to Rs 1.50 a litre from Rs 6 a
litre. The new tax rates come
into effect from February 16.

Govt cuts windfall tax
on crude oil, export 

of diesel and ATF



ACROSS
1. Birch or spruce
5. Clothes
9. Italian staple
14. Lampreys
15. Medicinal plant
16. Prank
17. Tavern drinks
18. Fort ____, FL
20. Pouch
21. Wagon
22. Defeats

23. Additional
25. Iron or lead
27. Congressman (abbr.)
28. Perform surgery
33. Snapshot
35. Goofs
37. Canyon sound
38. Rural road
39. Fry lightly
40. Read rapidly
41. Satan's specialty
42. Words of understanding (2 wds.)

43. Counts calories
44. State
46. Telepathy (abbr.)
47. Southern beauty
50. Garret
53. Motto
57. ____ hygiene
59. Hullabaloo
60. Washington inlet (2 wds.)
62. Skilled
63. Consent
64. Tibet's locale
65. Bolted
66. Looks for
67. Swarm
68. Turner and Kennedy

DOWN
1. Pester
2. Take it easy
3. Kind of circuit
4. Snaky curve
5. Party
6. Warning signal
7. Map word
8. Sleeping place
9. Conditional release
10. No ifs, ____, or buts
11. RR terminals
12. Flooring square
13. Top pilots
19. Go by, as time
21. Guitarist's aid
24. Narrate again
26. Pastry
29. Fight back
30. Satisfactory

31. Not this
32. Long periods
33. Implored
34. Possess
35. Painter's stand
36. Wish undone
39. Fire truck alarms
43. Hand out cards
45. Diminishes
48. Certain parasite
49. ____ Banks of baseball
51. Loafed
52. Female students
53. Mineral springs
54. Racing sled
55. Folklore monster
56. Nerd
58. Comedian Sandler
61. Edible grain
62. Sternward
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Kareena shares pic of dad Randhir, 
son Jeh pouting at each other
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Bollywood superstar Shah
Rukh Khan, who flaunted

a perfect eight-pack abs in
the song 'Jhoome Jo Pathaan'
in his latest release 'Pathaan',
is happy that youngsters find
his chiselled body "cool".
SRK, who is a father of three -
Aaryan, Suhana and AbRam,
said: "When they (director
Siddharth Anand and chore-
ographer Bosco Martis) were
doing Jhoome Jo Pathaan
song, I think a conspiracy was
hatched to make me go shirt-
less. There was no way that I
was sure about doing it (tak-
ing my shirt off) but then they
made me do it!"
He added: "I think it was
already planned that slowly,
slowly, they will start opening
my buttons. I have never done
my signature steps with abs!
So, ya, it took a lot of takes, a
lot of takes."
"I'm very happy now when
youngsters, my kids see me
on screen and say damn cool
body papa! I feel very happy
but it is really scary! I don't
know if I will be able to do it
again."
About what he loves about
the chartbuster song Jhoome
Jo Pathaan, SRK said:
"Jhoome Jo Pathaan is a song
that I feel makes you want to
dance. Just wanted to do a
step which everyone can do
with ease. It comes when it's
like all things are done well
now and so let's celebrate,
it's a party song in the film."

Shah Rukh Khan:
My kids say I have a 

damn cool body in ‘Pathaan’

Actress Kamya Panjabi has joined the cast of
the television show 'Raazz Mahal: Dakini ka
Rahasya'.

In the show, she will play the new antagonist,
Mantralekha -- the elder sister of Dakini
Chandralekha.

Talking about her entry to the show, Kamya
said, "The viewers will see me playing the charac-
ter of Mantralekha in the show, who is
Chandralekha's sister. My character is very chal-
lenging for which I have made a lot of special
preparations which will be interesting for the
viewers to watch."

"I hope the audience will appreciate my
character and shower their love on me,"
she added.

Shemaroo Umang's 'Raazz Mahal' is a
fantasy drama and will soon add a new
twist to the storyline.

Kamya Panjabi
to play antagonist
in ‘Raazz Mahal’

Karuna Pandey as
Pushpa in Pushpa
Impossible, ”As a

devout follower of Lord
Shiva, I am deeply dedi-
cated to my annual tradi-
tion of visiting a temple
with my family to offer
my heartfelt prayers to
Bholenath. I am grateful
for the countless bless-
ings he has bestowed
upon me, including the
success of my current
show, Pushpa Impossible.
However, due to my shoot-
ing schedule, I will not be
able to celebrate
Mahashivratri at home
this year. Instead, I plan
to visit a renowned Shiva
temple in Alibaug to con-
tinue my devotion. Lord
Shiva continues to in-
spire me with his mes-
sage of destroying evil

and always upholding
what is right, as demon-
strated by his mighty
Trishul, which repre-
sents the control of our
ego, mind, and intellect.”

Deepali Pansare as
Vasundhara in Pushpa
Impossible,” Deepali
Pansare as Vasundhara
in Pushpa Impossible,
“Every year, my husband
and I celebrate with a
grand ceremony where
we pay tribute to Lord
Shiva by performing puja
and Havan Abhishek in
our Jammu house. But
this time since I’ll be
shooting on this day, I
with my husband and in-
laws will celebrate it in
Mumbai itself. Lord
Shiva serves as a source
of inspiration for me, em-
bodying the triumph of

good over evil. He moti-
vates me to adopt a simi-
lar approach in my own
life, where an undisci-
plined mind can lead to
ruin. To attain success
and stay true to your as-
pirations, it's crucial to
maintain focus and resist
the pull of desires and
vices. To live like Lord
Shiva himself, one must
cultivate a sense of de-
tachment, letting go of
material possessions and
focusing on the things
that truly matter.”

Riya Sharma as
Rajkumari Tarapriya in
Dhruv Tara,” The embod-
iment of serenity and
perseverance, Shiva
serves as a source of mo-
tivation for me. Known as
the "Great Yogi," he spent
countless hours in medi-
tation for the good of all
existence. Mahashivratri,
a highly revered and
blessed festival celebrat-
ed throughout the coun-
try, is an opportunity to
pay homage to Lord
Shiva and reflect on re-
moving any obstacles
that stand in the way of
our success and spiritual
advancement. This is a
chance to rid ourselves of
limiting beliefs and em-
brace positivity. On this
auspicious day of
Mahashivratri, I extend
my warmest wishes to
everyone and pray that
Lord Shiva showers us
with his divine blessings,
guiding us towards our
goals with truth, purity,
and spirituality.”

AGPPL celebrates 15 years of ‘Jodhaa Akbar’

Regarded amongst one
of the most spectacu-
lar visual experi-

ences on Indian screen,
Ashutosh Gowariker’s
Jodhaa Akbar clocks 15
years today. Celebrating the
epitome of love, respect and
royalty, AGPPL offered a
recap to the essence of
Jodhaa Akbar with a spe-
cial video. Taking to their
social media, AGPPL post-
ed the video saying,
“Jodhaa and Akbar's love
continues to shine brightly
through the ages as a sym-
bol of mutual respect, toler-
ance and open mindedness
between a man and woman,
husband and wife. Today
we are proud to celebrate
the 15th year since our jour-
ney that brought their eter-
nal romance to the silver
screen.” Incidentally, today
also marks the birthday of

the director and producer
of Jodhaa Akbar, Ashutosh
Gowariker. The leading
man of the film Hrithik
Roshan took to his social
media to wish the filmmak-
er along with a few
glimpses of the film. He
wrote, “Happy Birthday
@AshGowariker. Thank
you for trusting me with
the monumental responsi-
bility of being a part of
Jodhaa Akbar. Your direc-
tion & my incredible co-
stars will forever be cher-
i s h e d .
#15yearsOfJodhaaAkbar”.
Recently, Ashutosh
Gowariker and AGPPL
won the National Award for
their production Toolsidas
Junior, which marks the
filmmaker’s second
National Award after win-
ning the first one for
Lagaan.

From Dancing to Fasting: How Sony
SAB Actors celebrate ‘Mahashivratri’

Actress Aisha
Ahmed, who is re-
ceiving a lot of

positive response to her
recently released stream-
ing show, 'Minus One:
New Chapter', feels that
the most difficult part of
modern relationships is
the lack of patience.

The actress said: "The
way I see it, the most dif-
ficult part of modern re-
lationships is that we lose
patience easily. I don't
know if it's because there
are a lot of options avail-
able, we are not willing to
change ourselves, we are
very sure of what we
want or if we are too
rigid." "This leads to not
working hard towards

wanting and keeping
something, things and
emotions have become
easily replaceable in cur-
rent times. I don't want to
belittle modern relation-
ships but this is some-
thing that our generation
needs to work on," she
said.

The actress also feels
that the Internet is a dou-
ble-edged sword, saying
"if it has made life easy
for people, it also proves
detrimental to relation-
ships when not handled
correctly".

'Minus One: New
Chapter', which also stars
Ayush Mehra, is avail-
able to stream on
Lionsgate Play.

Lack of patience most 
difficult part of modern

relationships: Aisha Ahmed

Bollywood actress
Kareena Kapoor
Khan has shared a

picture to wish her father
and former actor-filmmak-
er Randhir Kapoor on his
76th birthday on
Wednesday. Kareena
shared a picture of her fa-
ther and younger son Jeh
pouting. Sharing the pic-

ture on Instagram, she
captioned: "Both my
favourite boys doing what I
love the most. Happy
Birthday Papa (heart
emoticons) I love you so
much!"Kareena's sister-in-
law Saba Ali Khan also
wished Randhir Kapoor.

She wrote: "Happy
happy birthday Uncle."

Malaika Arora and sis-
ter Amrita dropped some
heart emoticons. On the
acting front, Kareena will
be seen in Hansal Mehta's
untitled film based in
London. She will also be
seen in Sujoy Ghosh's next,
based on the novel The
Devotion of Suspect X. She
also has 'The Crew'.

Subhash Ghai’s anthem for the ECI,
achieves another milestone 

After decorating the Indian cinema with movies like Pardes, Karma, Ram
Lakhan that exuded patriotism on screen, Subhash Ghai has added yet

another illustrious achievement to his pedigree. Subhash Ghai, in associa-
tion with the students of Whistling Woods International has recently com-
posed the anthem, 'Main Bharat Hoon' for the Election Commission of
India. The anthem is an ode to the voters of India, encouraging them to
exercise their voting rights efficiently and how crucial even a single vote is
for democracy. The anthem was earlier played in theatres but owing to the
growing popularity, it shall now be played at railway stations across the
country.  Subhash Ghai added, “Any social message to a nation or society
conveyed through poetry or music works far better than other means. "Mai
Bharat Hoon" is a magical song which connects to the emotions of every
indian directly and makes him feel proud and aspire to vote for his country.
I am glad that this song Is reaching every indian through various platforms. My special thanks to
the valued team of Election Commission of India."
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New Delhi, Feb 16 (PTI):

KL Rahul's prolonged
run of failures remains a
worry but India will still
start as overwhelming
favourites for another
three-day finish when they
take on Australia in the
second Test here from
Friday. The match will be
one of Indian cricket's un-
derstated warrior
Cheteshwar Pujara's 100th
Test, a feat achieved after
13 years of sweat and toil.
While Pujara would like to
savour the momentous
personal milestone with a
20th Test ton, one can't but
paper  over the concerns
around India's top-order.
Save skipper Rohit
Sharma, who was regal in
attack and classical in de-
fence during his hundred
on a slow turner in
Nagpur, the others failed
to get going in the opener.
Besides Rahul, the list of
strugglers includes the
peerless Virat Kohli and,
to an extent, Pujara. Kohli
is leaving no stone un-
turned to up the ante
while facing the spinners.
Round two of Kohli versus
Nathan  Lyon and Todd
Murphy could be equally
enticing.

Time is running out for
Rahul as Virat Kohli's
heir apparent, Shubman
Gill, is waiting in the
wings despite being in
prime form. Having wast-
ed so many opportunities

in his 46-Test career with
a below par average of 34,
it will be interesting to
see what call is taken by
the Indian team manage-
ment if the 30-year-old
Karnataka man endures
another failure before the
squad for the last two
Tests is announced.

With Ravichandran
Ashwin and Ravindra
Jadeja putting enormous
pressure on the

Australians during the
hosts' comprehensive in-
nings win in Nagpur, one
can confidently say that
another slow turner will
greet the visitors at the
Ferozshah Kotla. Unless
Australia bat out of their
skin, they won't even be
able to stretch it to the
fifth day.

The Ferozshah Kotla
tracks, after the initial
moisture dries up, turn

as dead as a dodo. India
head coach Rahul Dravid
had no hesitation in ad-
mitting that in the recent
past, it has been the mid-
dle-order troika of
Ravindra Jadeja, the
now-injured Rishabh

Pant and the fit-again
Shreyas Iyer that has
bailed the team out on
most occasions. Even in
the opening Test, it was
left to the duo of Axar
Patel and Jadeja to out-
bat Australia.

Top-order worries remain
as India eye another big win

India's Cheteshwar Pujara (L) and Mohammed Shami take part 
in a practice session.

Shreyas Iyer has completed his
rehab after suffering a lower back
injury and as per the current team
management's convention, any
player who was performing before
getting injured would get his place
back in the playing XI.
Dravid, in fact, said that "if Iyer is
able to take workload of five-day
Test, he will walk into the side". If
anyone knows Dravid, the opera-
tives are always between the lines.
Iyer hasn't played competitive
cricket for more than 30 days and
will it be risky to throw him straight
into a Test match even before
checking his match fitness? That's
a tricky call. 

David Warner's lean patch in Test
matches has been a matter of con-
cern for Australia. The manner in
which Mohammed Shami sent his
off stump cartwheeling didn't make
for a pretty picture and whether he
gets another chance remains to be
seen. Having already brought in an
additional left arm spinner in Matt
Kuhneman in the squad, it will also
be  interesting to see whether
Australia decide to go with three
tweakers. Mitchell Starc, if fit,
could replace Scott Boland as the
Kotla pitch, with no tangible help
off the surface, could  seriously
dent the confidence of the burly
Victorian.

Shreyas Iyer or SKY

Will Warner get another chance

Match starts: 9:30 am.

Kolkata, Feb 16 (PTI):

Bengal's dream of win-
ning a Ranji Trophy after
more than three decades
suffered a setback as left-
arm Saurashtra pace duo of
Jaydev Unadkat and Chetan
Sakariya rattled the home
team's top-order to bundle
them out for a paltry 174 on
the opening day of the sum-
mit clash here on Thursday.

It would have been more
embarrassing for Bengal
but spin all-rounder
Shahbaz Ahmed (69) and
wicketkeeper Abhishek
Porel (50) saved the hosts
from the blushes with gritty
half-centuries.

The duo showed the way
for the top-order in a 101-
run stand for the seventh
wicket and batted close to
four hours to frustrate
Saurashtra.

But they looked in a sense
of urgency and took risks
as Saurashtra wrapped up
Bengal innings' with left-
arm spinner
Dharmendrasingh Jadeja
(2/19) scalping two wickets.
At close on day one,
Saurashtra were 81 for 2,
trailing Bengal by 93 runs.

Unadkat, Sakariya rattle Bengal
Hand Saurashtra edge in Ranji final

Saurashtra's bowler Jaydev Unadkat appeals for the wicket of
Bengal's batter Shahbaz Ahmed.

Bengal: 174 all out in 54.1
overs (Shahbaz Ahmed 69,
Abhishek Porel 50; Jaydev
Unadkat 3/44, Chetan
Sakariya 3/33, Chirag Jani
2/33, Dharmendrasinh Jadeja
2/19) vs Saurashtra 81 for 2
in 17 overs. Saurashtra trail
by 93 runs.

Brief Scores

Mount Maunganui, Feb 16 (AP):

Dramatic lightning
flashes around Bay Oval
echoed lightning innings
by Ben Duckett and Harry
Brook which allowed
England to declare at 325-9
with time to spare
Thursday on the first day
of the first, day-night
cricket test against New
Zealand.

While thick black thun-
derclouds sometimes glow-
ered over the ground, no
rain fell England while
was driven along at more
than 5.5 runs per over by
the propulsive innings of
Duckett, who made 84 from
68 balls in the first session,
and Brook, who posted 89
from 80 balls.

The declaration after
only 58.2 overs and with 85
minutes left in the day
gave the bowlers time to
fortify England's position
and they did so with the
wickets of Tom Latham,
Kane Williamson (6) and
Henry Nicholls (4). Devon
Conway (19) held on to
stumps when New Zealand
was 37-3.James Anderson
took 2-10 from seven overs
in an outstanding spell in

the late evening which
drove home England's ad-
vantage.

Far from being daunted
on a pitch which showed

signs of green and against
a pink ball which swung at
first, Duckett and England
went on the offensive and
New Zealand, after a fleet-

ing early success, had to
battle to stay in the match.

Duckett had his fifth half
century in eight tests from
36 balls and before the first
hour was up. He put on 99
runs for England's second
wicket in only 90 minutes
with Ollie Pope and was
out 15 minutes before the
first break at which
England already was 134-2.
Wagner was the best of the
New Zealand bowlers with
4-82 from 16.2 overs.

England's bowlers
charged in as the flood-
lights kept at bay the dark-
ness of gathering clouds
and the New Zealand top
order foundered.

Ollie Robinson struck
with only his third ball to
remove Latham, who
edged the ball from his
thigh pad to Pope at short
leg, but Zac Crawley at sec-
ond slip dropped Conway
off James Anderson.

Anderson then had
Williamson lbw with an
appeal first rejected by um-
pire Aleem Dar but upheld
on review. Crawley caught
Henry Nicholls off
Anderson to leave New
Zealand only hanging on at
the end.

London, Feb 16 (AP):

Manchester City seized
the momentum in the
Premier League title race
after Jack Grealish and
Erling Haaland helped se-
cure a 3-1 win at Arsenal
on Wednesday in a top-of-
the-table match.

Grealish and Haaland
both scored in the second
half as the defending
champions extended their
recent dominance over
Arsenal and showed they
won't relinquish the title
easily.

The win puts City in
first place ahead of
Arsenal on goal difference,
although the Gunners still
have a game in hand. More
importantly, perhaps, it
maintained a psychologi-
cal edge over Mikel
Arteta's team as City has
now beaten Arsenal in 11
straight league matches.

In a game that lived up
to the billing of the biggest
Premier League match of
the season so far with mo-
ments of end-to-end ac-
tion, City took the lead
when Kevin de Bruyne

capitalized on a defensive
error in the 24th minute,
before Bukayo Saka equal-
ized from the penalty spot
in the 42nd.

But City still retook the
lead after another mistake
by Gabriel, who turned the
ball over in his own half.
The visitors countered
quickly and Ilkay
Gundogan squared the
ball for Grealish, who beat

Ramsdale with a low shot
that took a deflection off
Tomiyasu.

Haaland was fit to start
after picking up a knock in
the previous game against
Aston Villa on Sunday and
took his tally to 26 league
goals this season when De
Bruyne cut the ball for the
striker, who took one
touch before slotting a
shot into the far corner.

Dubai, Feb 16 (PTI):
India thrashed United Arab
Emirates 5-0 to registered
their second win on the trot
and virtually seal a spot in the
quarterfinals of the Asia Mixed
Team Badminton
Championships here on
Wednesday. Star players P V
Sindhu and H S Prannoy were
rested after they helped India
beat Kazakhstan 5-0 in their
opening match on Tuesday.
Aakarshi Kashyap and Lakshya
Sen took their place in the
women's and men's singles
respectively on Wednesday.
Sen was the first to start the
proceedings for India and he
easily defeated Dev Vishnu 21-
16 21-12 in 31 minutes.
Aakarshi then took just 26
minutes to outplay
Madhumitha Sundarapandian
21-6 21-7 and give India 2-0
lead. The men's doubles pair
of Dhruv Kapila and Chirag
Shetty made it 3-0 with 21-15
21-14 over the duo of Dev
Ayyappan and Dhiren
Ayyappan.

England dominate New Zealand on Day 1

England’s
Harry Brook
plays a shot.

India thrash
UAE 5-0

Notch up second
consecutive win in
Asia Mixed Team
Badminton

Man City beats Arsenal to seize
momentum in EPL title race

Manchester City's Norwegian striker Erling Haaland (R) 
celebrates with teammates after scoring his team third goal.

Cape Town, Feb 16:

Muneeba became the
first woman to score a T20I
hundred for Pakistan and
only the sixth to score one
in a T20 World Cup as
Pakistan crushed Ireland
in their Group 2 clash. She
added 101 for the third
wicket with allrounder

Nida Dar as Pakistan post-
ed 165 for 5, their highest
at the T20 World Cup. That
proved 70 too many for
Ireland, who were stymied
by spin to be bowled out
for 95. Muneeba got off the
blocks quickly, hitting a
four in each of the first
five overs. Pakistan had
raced to 41 for none at that

point with the southpaw
on 30 off 19. A brilliant di-
rect hit from Ireland wick-
etkeeper Mary Waldron
saw Javeria Khan run out
in the last over of the pow-
erplay. Soon Bismah
Maroof was ruled out
caught tamely at mid-on,
even though replays were
not fully conclusive that
the ball had carried.

Those dismissals had
scant effect on Muneeba,
who took particular liking

to Leah Paul's left-arm
spin. In all, she scored 23
off the 15 balls she faced
from Paul, using her feet
to make room and go over
the off side when four
fielders were stationed
deep on the on side. She
brought up her fifty off 40
balls and took a further 26
balls only to bring up
triple figures. She fell in
the last ball of the penulti-
mate over but not before
making 102 off 68 balls.

Muneeba hundred, Sandhu four-for crush Ireland

Ireland's hopes of an unlikely chase hinged on at least two of
the top three. Gaby Lewis struck left-arm spinner Sadia Iqbal
for a crisp drive over mid-off but was undone by Dar's smarts
with the ball. After firing four deliveries through, Dar slowed
one and dragged her length slightly back, and Lewis reached
out for the drive and inside-edged it to the wicketkeeper. Orla
Prendergast then struck some crisp boundaries, including one
off Fatima Sana where she danced down the track to smoke it
over wide long-on for a six. She scored 31 off just 21 balls hit-
ting four fours and a six but became the first of left-arm spin-
ner Nashra Sandhu's four wickets. Sandhu then ran through the
middle order, staving off and dismissing Eimear Richardson
who had raced to 28 off 17, to finish with her career-best 4 for
18. In all, Pakistan's spinners claimed nine of the ten wickets to
open their tournament account in style.

Ireland stifled with turn

Dubai, Feb 16 (PTI):

The International
Cricket Council (ICC) has
apologised for the techni-
cal glitch, which saw India
displace Australia to at-
tain the No.1 spot in the
men's Test team rankings
on Wednesday.

Hours after India had
'topped' the Test ranking,
the ICC issued another up-
dated list that showed
Rohit Sharma's side back
at No.2.

It gave the impression
that Rohit's team had
briefly claimed the top
spot following its innings
and 132-run win over the
Pat Cummins-led
Australia in Nagpur.

On Thursday, the game's
global body admitted the
error and said in a state-
ment that the "ICC ac-
knowledges, for a short pe-
riod of time on February
15, 2023 that, due to a tech-
nical error, India were er-

roneously displayed as the
No.1 Test team on the ICC
website. "We apologise for
any inconvenience
caused."

"Australia remain on
top of the ICC Test Team
Rankings after the latest
update following the con-
clusion of Zimbabwe's
two-match series against
West Indies."

"Australia will head
into the second Test
against India in Delhi,
starting on Friday,
January 17, as the No.1-
ranked team with 126 rat-
ing points, 11 above India's
115," the ICC statement
added.

"India are vying for a
place in the final of the
ICC World Test
Championship 2021-23.
Australia are also in con-
tention for a place in the
final of the marquee
event, which will be
played at The Oval in
London from 7 to 11 June." 

ICC apologises for ranking
glitch which showed India

as No.1 Test side

Cape Town, Feb 16 (PTI):

India skipper
Harmanpreet Kaur be-
lieves young opener Shafali
Verma and Richa Ghosh
not being groomed in the
traditional mould like
some stalwarts is helping
them experiment with
shots and bring a different
flavour to the lineup.

Both Shafali (28 off 23
balls) and middle-order bat-
ter Richa (44 not out off 32
balls) played some daring
shots and scored brisk runs
on Wednesday as India de-
feated the West Indies by
six wickets with 11 balls to
spare in their Women's T20
World Cup group match
here. Harmanpreet said the
two youngsters enjoy play-
ing the short balls, which is
a departure from the tradi-
tional batters who prefer
conservative strokes like
the drives and cuts.

Complimenting the two
after the pair played vital
innings with the bat,
Harmanpreet said, "Well,
they (Shafali and Richa)
are someone who really
like to play short balls.
They are not the traditional
Indian batters who like to
play the drives and stuff
like that. I think they are
someone who really enjoy
the short balls and they are
now with the senior team
for a long time.

Shafali, Richa like to play
short balls: Harmanpreet
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EARTHQUAKE PREPAREDNESS IN DELHI

Everyone concerned
about safety of lives: HC

New Delhi, Feb 16 (PTI): 

Everyone is concerned about
the safety of their lives, the
Delhi High Court Thursday
observed while hearing a
plea related to earthquake
preparedness in the national
capital. The high court said
there is nothing adversarial in
this litigation and that even
the authorities are equally
awake to the situation.

Referring to the February 6
Turkey-Syria earthquake of
7.8 magnitude, the petition-
er's counsel said Delhi falls
under seismic zone 4 (severe
intensity zone). A bench of
Chief Justice Satish Chandra
Sharma and Justice
Subramonium Prasad said,
"They are equally awake to

the situation. There is nothing
adversarial in the petition. All of
us are worried about our lives
so let them file their report."

New Delhi, Feb 16 (PTI): 

Researchers at the
Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT) Delhi are
working on a new vaccine
for COVID-19 which will
minimise chances of blood
clotting, observed in some
individuals after inocula-
tion with the currently ap-
proved vaccines, officials
said on Thursday. They
said the "next-generation"
vaccine is currently in the
animal trials phase.

"Since the onset of the
COVID-19 outbreak, scien-
tists from around the world
have been studying the dis-
ease and its epidemiology
to develop effective vac-
cines," said Jayanta

Bhattacharyya, professor at
the Centre for Biomedical
Engineering, IIT Delhi.
"The development of a vac-
cine that can overcome dis-
advantages, including the
stability of the materials
used, limited immune re-
sponse, and side-effects like
blood clotting, and provide
a durable immune response
will offer better protection
from the deadly COVID-19
virus," he said.

Covishield and Covaxin
are among the COVID-19
vaccines majorly used in
India. The Union Health
Ministry last month refut-
ed reports claiming admis-
sion of 'multiple side-ef-
fects of COVID-19 vaccines'
by the Indian Council of

Medical Research and the
Central Drugs Standard
Control Organisation as ill-
informed and erroneous.
According to
Bhattacharyya, unlike the
current vaccines, which
use synthetic materials or
adenovirus to package and
deliver antigens, the IIT
Delhi researchers used the
body's own immune cells in
developing a nano-vaccine.

"This naturally derived
nano-vaccine developed by
the researchers could have
several advantages over
currently approved vac-
cines. It will minimise the
chance of blood clotting,
which was otherwise ob-
served in vaccinated indi-
viduals. Generally, after

vaccination, the antigens
are processed by the anti-
gen-presenting cells
(APCs), which eventually
activate other immune
cells (B and T cells) to gen-
erate the antibodies and
eliminate the virus.

"However, this next-gen-
eration vaccine is one step
ahead as it uses the
nanovesicles derived from
activated APCs, which al-
ready contain processed
antigens on their surface
and are also equipped with
other factors required for
the direct activation of B
and T cells," the professor
said. He said a study titled
"SARS-CoV-2 Spike Protein-
Activated Dendritic Cell-
Derived Extracellular

Vesicles Induce Antiviral
Immunity in Mice" was
carried out to this effect in
collaboration with the
Regional Centre for
Biotechnology, Faridabad.
It was recently published in
ACS Biomaterials Science
and Engineering.

"The immune response
elicited by this vaccine was
tested in mice. The results
showed that it generated
antibodies against the
COVID-19 virus and was
more effective as compared
to free antigen. In fact,
when injected with a 10-
time lower dose compared
to the free antigen, the
nano-vaccine was equally
efficient in raising antivi-
ral immunity.

Lucknow, Feb 16 (PTI): 

The Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment has made fool-
proof arrangements, in-
cluding setting up of con-
trol rooms for live monitor-
ing of exam centres, to en-
sure that there are no
cheating incidents during
this year's state board ex-
aminations which began
on Thursday, according to
an official statement.

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath has also issued
instructions to book those
found involved in facilitat-
ing cheating during exami-
nations under the National
Security Act (NSA), the
statement said. The NSA
allows detention of a per-
son up to a year without
any charge. Over 31 lakh
students are appearing for
class 10 board exams and
over 27 lakh for class 12

board exams, officials said
here. Two control rooms
have been set up in
Lucknow for monitoring
the examination centre
while a control room has
also been set up in the 75
districts each.

An FIR will also be
lodged against the invigila-
tors and centre adminis-
trators involved in helping
candidates in copying, it
said. If any disturbance is
found in online monitor-
ing of a centre, the nodal
officer has been made re-
sponsible to inquire re-
garding the same by con-
tacting the administrator
of the concerned examina-
tion centre.

About 3 lakh CCTV cam-
eras with voice recorders,
Digital Video Recorder
router devices and high-
speed internet connections
have been provided in

about 1.43 lakh examina-
tion rooms of all examina-
tion centres.
Arrangements have been
made for live monitoring
of all 8,753 examination
centres through webcast-
ing in all 75 districts and
through the control and
monitoring the centres at
the state level. The Special
Task Force (STF) of state
police and local intelli-
gence have been activated
to monitor all sensitive
and highly-sensitive exam-
ination centres.

There are 16 districts in
the state which have been
kept in the most sensitive
category, which include
Ballia, Azamgarh, Mau,
Ghazipur, Chandauli,
Jaunpur, Deoria, Gonda,
Mathura, Aligarh,
Mainpuri, Etah, Baghpat,
Hardoi, Prayagraj and
Kaushambi. In view of the

security arrangement of
question papers at the ex-
amination centres, a room
separate from the princi-
pal's room has been set up
for securing the question
papers in a double lock
almirah, it said.

This is for the first time
that the question papers
have been packed in tamp-
er-proof envelopes in four
layers, and stitched answer
sheets have been arranged
in all the districts. Besides,
QR code and logo of the
board have been printed
on the answer sheets in
four colours. This time, 170
prisoners will also appear
in the UP board exams.
Among them, 79 candi-
dates are registered in
high school and 91 in inter-
mediate. Last time, 116
candidates were registered
in high school and 116 in
intermediate.

New Delhi, Feb 16 (PTI): 

Ninety-one per
cent Indian students
believe that a profes-
sional certification
will help them suc-
ceed in their job
while 96 per cent felt
it will help them get
a employment after

graduation, according to a
new survey.

The study conducted by
online learning platform
Coursera also found that
employers in India place a
higher value on profes-
sional certificates when
making hiring decisions
than their counterparts in
Australia, the UK,
Germany and France.

Nearly 5,000 students
and employers across 11
countries -- Australia,
Egypt, France, Germany,
India, Mexico, Saudi
Arabia, Turkey, the UAE,
the UK and the US -- were
surveyed as part of the
study.

"Ninety-six per cent of
surveyed Indian students
(versus 90 per cent of stu-
dents worldwide) believe
that earning a profession-
al certificate will help
them stand out to employ-
ers and get a job after
graduation," the survey
report stated.

It added that 92 per cent
of surveyed employers in
India -- compared to 88 per
cent globally -- believe that

a professional certifica-
tion strengthens a candi-
date's job application,
demonstrating a wide-
spread preference for cre-
dentials that demonstrate
specific professional
skills.

"Ninety-one per cent of
surveyed Indian students
believe that a professional
certificate will help them
succeed in their job after
they are hired (compared
to a global average of 86
per cent)," the report stat-
ed.

"Employers in India
place a higher value on
professional certificates
(85 per cent) when making
hiring decisions than
their counterparts in

Australia, the UK,
Germany, and France (71
per cent), and also higher
than the global average (72
per cent)," it added.

The survey results re-
flect the extent to which
skills-first credentials are
influencing both universi-
ty choices made by stu-
dents, and employer hir-
ing decisions, the report
noted.

"Connecting skills-
based learning and skills-
based hiring can unlock
opportunities for students
while diversifying and ex-
panding talent pipelines
for employers", said
Raghav Gupta, managing
director for India and
APAC, Coursera.

Snow leopard 
spotted for first time 

Pithoragarh (U'khand), Feb 16 (PTI): 

A snow leopard has
been sighted for the first
time at a height of about
11,120 feet in the Darma
valley in Uttarakhand's
Pithoragarh district. A
team of explorers in
search of high-Himalayan
fauna has spotted a soli-
tary animal of this elusive
species in a snowy terrain
above Dar village on
February 6, Pithoragarh
Divisional Forest Officer
(DFO) Mohan Dagare said
on Thursday.

The explorers have cap-
tured the snow leopard in
their camera from a dis-

tance of about 20 metres,
he added. This is the first
time that a snow leopard
has been found in these al-
titudes, Dagare said. Snow
leopards are usually found
at a height of more than
12,000 feet, while Dar vil-
lage is located at nearly
11,120 feet.

The animal might have
descended from its normal
habitat due to heavy snow-
fall in the higher reaches,
the DFO said. Snow leop-
ards were earlier spotted
in the Nanda Devi range of
the Garhwal Himalayas,
parts of Himachal
Pradesh and the Ladakh
region, he added.

Mumbaikars witness cultural 
extravaganza at ‘Rashtriya 

Sanskriti Mahotsav’
Mumbai, Feb 16 (PTI): 

The ongoing nine-day
'Rashtriya Sanskriti
Mahotsav', a cultural extrav-
aganza organised by the
Union Ministry of Culture at
Azad Maidan in south
Mumbai wherein artists from
across India are participating,
is drawing a large crowd.

As many as 350 folk and
tribal artists from across
India along with around 300
local such artists, including
some transgender and dif-
ferently-abled ones, are per-
forming in this festival, the
Press Information Bureau
(PIB) said in a release on
Thursday. The festival,
where entry is free for all,

was inaugurated by
Maharashtra Governor
Bhagat Singh Koshyari on
February 11, and it will con-
tinue till February 19. Around
150 craftsmen from all the
states of the country are
showcasing their art through
craft exhibition-cum-sale for
which about 70 stalls were
made available, it said.

In addition to this, 25 stalls
are being set up for the
Maharashtra State Handloom
Department and start-ups,
while a painting exhibition is
also being organised by the
artists from the city-based J J
School of Arts. Exhibitions on
'Pandharpur Wari' and Azadi
Ka Amrit Mahotsav' have also
been organised there.

Encounter with UK PM’s wife
makes Goa fisherman’s day

Panaji, Feb 16 (PTI): 

Fisherman Francis
Fernandes alias Pele's mo-
bile phone has not stopped
ringing ever since a short
video clip showing him in
conversation with UK
Prime Minister Rishi
Sunak's wife Akshata
Murty went viral. Francis,
popularly known as Pele,
also runs Water Sports
business at Benaulim
beach in South Goa dis-
trict. On Monday, he was
surprised to spot Akshata
Murty along with her
daughters at the beach
where she took a jet-ski
ride.

Later, accompanied by
her father and Infosys
founder Narayana Murthy
and mother Sudha Murty,
she took a ride in a boat
owned by Pele to see dol-

phins. A few seconds long
video of Pele speaking with
Akshata went viral on so-
cial media and made him a
celebrity, especially among
British nationals holiday-
ing at Benaulim. "I know
Pele for more than 25 years
as I have been visiting here

every year for my three-
month vacation. I was sur-
prised to see his video with
our prime minister's wife
at Benaulim," said 72-year-
old Neil Farrant from Kent
in the UK. "Pele has a pleas-
ant personality and he is al-
ways on the beach. It is but

natural for him to meet
everyone -- however famous
that person is -- who comes
to the beach," said Neil. In
November 2022, Pele was
seen showing traditional
fishing techniques to crick-
et legend Sachin Tendulkar
and later serving him
cooked fish at his place.

"Several celebrities ar-
rive at the Beach. I have
hosted Priyanka Chopra,
Amitabh Bachchan, Jaya
Bachchan, Abhishekh
Bachchan and Aishwarya
Rai amongst others," he
said, recalling that Big B
termed him a "strong fish-
erman." Kumar Gariki
from Andhra Pradesh
who works in the shack
next to Pele's Water Sports
point said the video with
Murty went so much viral
that he got a call from his
native place.

Printed and Published by Sameer Maheshwari on behalf of Ramgopal Investments Pvt. Ltd. at Navbharat Press, Navbharat Bhawan, Press Complex, Raipur. Editor in Chief - Sameer Maheshwari. Editor: Sameer Shukla  (Responsible for selection of news under PRB Act.),
Phone: (0771) 4257700 Fax : (0771) 4257703 , Postal Regn. No. C.G./RYPD.N./62/2019-21, Regd. No. 26172/74/RNI

Women personnel of Delhi Police move on bicycles during the 76th Raising Day parade of the Delhi Police, at
the New Police Lines, in New Delhi, Thursday.

RAISING DAY PARADE

Tourists visit the Solang Valley in Manali, Thursday.

TOURISTS' PARADISE

Francis Fernandes alias Pele who has become famous
after his video talking to Akshata Murty at Benaulim
beach in South Goa.

In Uttarakhand’s Darma valley

‘91% Indian students feel professional 
certification will help them succeed in jobs’
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UP BOARD EXAMINATION

CCTV cameras installed at exam centres,
STF deployed to check cheating incidents

IIT Delhi developing Covid vaccine which
will minimise chances of blood clotting

Taken off Delhi
roads during Covid,
HoHo buses to be

back soon
NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  FFeebb  1166  ((PPTTII))::
Discontinued during the coron-
avirus pandemic, the famed Hop-
on Hop-off (HoHo) buses are
likely to return on Delhi roads in a
couple of months, with officials
eyeing the March-April window
ahead of the G-20 summit sched-
uled here later this year. A senior
official said the modalities still
need to be worked out and they
expect it to be done soon. The of-
ficial said they are in talks with
the Delhi Transport Corporation
to finalise the form in which it
will be restarted "We are still
thinking whether we will launch
it in partnership with the DTC or
bring on board a private operator
who can run the buses for us. We
plan to have electric buses for
the scheme to resume since it
will send out a positive message
and they will be comfortable
also," said the official.



Cheetahs 
BBhhooppaall:: Twelve cheetahs
that will arrive in Madhya
Pradesh from South
Africa on Saturday will be
released into their quar-
antine enclosures in Kuno
National Park (KNP) by
Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan and Union
minister Bhupender
Yadav, an official said.

Director 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Senior bureau-
crat Lalithalakshmi was
on Thursday appointed
director in the Prime
Minister's Office (PMO).
Lalithalakshmi, a 2008-
batch Indian
Administrative Service
(IAS) officer of the West
Bengal cadre, is currently
the campus director of
the National Institute of
Fashion Technology
(NIFT) in Kolkata.

Demand
JJaammmmuu:: Kashmiri Pandit
employees protesting
over pending salaries and
relocation to Jammu
staged an overnight sit-in
outside the BJP office
here and refused to
budge till their demands
are met. The Kashmiri
Pandit employees have
been on protest for the
past 287 days after their
colleagues were killed by
terrorists in the valley.

Robbery
AAmmrriittssaarr:: Two armed rob-
bers looted Rs 22 lakh
cash from the Punjab
National Bank branch at
Macleod Road here on
Thursday, police said.
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (detective)
Mukhwinder Singh
Bhullar said two unidenti-
fied men arrived on a
scooter and one of them,
who was wearing a mask,
entered the bank.

Booked 
KKaannnnuurr  ((KKeerr)):: Two teach-
ers of a state-run school
have been booked for
alleged abetment to sui-
cide of a girl student in
this north Kerala district,
police said on
Thursday.The eighth stan-
dard student of the gov-
ernment higher second-
ary school in nearby
Peralassery was found
dead early this month.

New Vice Chief 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Lt Gen MV
Suchindra Kumar has been
appointed as the new Vice
Chief of Army Staff, official
sources said on Thursday.
He is currently serving as
the Deputy Chief of Army
Staff (Strategy) in the
Army Headquarters. Lt
Gen Kumar will succeed
Lt Gen B S Raju who has
been appointed as the
Jaipur- headquartered
South Western Army
Commander, the
sources said.
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A Kashmiri pandit woman partic-
ipates in a culture program dur-
ing 'Mahashivratri Mahotsav' at
Jagti colony, housing Kashmiri
migrants, in Jammu, Thursday. 
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Agartala, Feb 16(PTI): 

Tripura recorded over 81
per cent polling till 4 pm in
the one-day election to the
60-member Tripura
Assembly on Thursday, a
senior EC official said.

The voting percentage
will increase as around
50,000 voters are still stand-
ing in queues at the polling
stations to exercise their
franchise, the official said.

"Till 4 pm, an average
81.11 per cent polling was
recorded in all the 60
Assembly constituencies,
while around 50,000 voters
are still in queues when
the report came in last,"
additional chief electoral

officer U J Mog told PTI.
Voters who are in the
queues and took tokens by
4 pm will be allowed to cast
their votes even after 6 pm
or beyond, he added.

In the 2018 Assembly
election voting had contin-
ued beyond the stipulated
time till 9.30 pm and the
overall turnout was 79 per
cent. Bru refugees who re-
settled in the state recently
took part in the polling for
the first time. Of the total
37,136 Bru population in

the state 14,005 are eligible
to vote. Voting began at 7
am in all the 3337 polling
stations and gained pace as
the day progressed.

The election was marred
by a few untoward inci-
dents. Police said three
CPI(M) activists were in-
jured in two incidents.

New Delhi, Feb 16 (PTI): 

The Enforcement Directorate
(ED) has arrested alleged con-
man Sukesh Chandrashekhar in
a fresh money laundering case
linked to duping former
Religare promoter
Malvinder Singh's
wife by posing as
Union home and law
secretaries.
Chandrashekhar, 33,
was taken into cus-
tody under criminal
sections of the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) from a
local jail on Thursday evening
and a Delhi court later sent him
to nine-day ED custody.
The federal probe agency had
sought 14-day custody of the
alleged conman from the court
of Additional Sessions Judge

Shailender Malik. Chandrashek-
har's lawyer Anant Malik told
the court that custodial interro-
gation of his client was not
required as the case was regis-
tered in September 2021 and
he had been called to unearth

the money trail in the
case at a "belated
stage".
This is the third
money laundering
case in which the ED
has arrested
Chandrashekhar. The
other two cases relate

to Chandrashekar allegedly
duping Aditi Singh, the wife of
Malvinder Singh's brother
Shivinder Singh, of Rs 200
crore and to purported bribing
of Election Commission offi-
cials to get the AIADMK's 'two
leaves' symbol for the V K
Sasikala faction.

Mumbai, Feb 16 (PTI): 

Maharashtra Deputy
Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis said the airport at
renowned temple town
Shirdi in the state's
Ahmednagar district had re-
ceived night landing licence
from regulator Directorate
General of Civil Aviation on
Thursday.

The move is set to en-
hance the connectivity to the
town, where a world famous
temple dedicated to Sai Baba
is located, and which is al-
ready part of the Mumbai-
Nagpur Samruddhi
Expressway and also has a
Vande Bharat service from
Mumbai that was inaugurat-
ed recently by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

"Hat-trick of Good news

for SaiBhakts and for
Maharashtra! After
Samruddhi Mahamarg,
Vande Bharat Express, now
our Shirdi airport gets the
'Night landing' licence from
DGCA this morning!,"
Fadnavis said in a social
media post. "Airlines are ex-
pected to start night flights
as early as March/April 2023
onwards. Currently 13
flights operate from this air-
port. More flights are expect-
ed to be added now," the
deputy CM added. Fadnavis
said he was fortunate to be at
the helm (as state chief min-
ister) when the greenfield
airport started in 2017 and
was joyous on the facility re-
ceiving the night landing li-
cence when the state govern-
ment is being led by Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde.

New Delhi, Feb 16 (PTI) 

In a bid to increase its
footprint, the government is
planning a fresh auction of
FM radio stations, roll out
an OTT platform and con-
duct trials of direct-to-mo-
bile television broadcast
this year, Information and
Broadcasting Secretary
Apurva Chandra said on
Thursday.

"We are also working to-
wards an auction of FM
radio stations this year. We
hope to take FM radio to
Tier 2 and Tier 3 cities this
year," he said addressing the
Broadcast Engineering

Society Expo here. He said
though there were a large
number of FM radio sta-
tions, the service covered
only 60 per cent of the coun-
try. Chandra said the gov-
ernment has made an allo-
cation of Rs 2,500 crore over
a four-year period for the
Broadcasting Infrastructure
and Network Development
(BIND) Scheme to widen the
reach of Prasar Bharati, in-
cluding in the Left wing ex-
tremism, border and strate-
gic areas. The scheme aims
to boost public sector broad-
casting in the country and
focuses on infrastructure
development of Prasar
Bharati, including All India
Radio (AIR) and
Doordarshan (DD). Chandra
said IIT-Kanpur and

Sankhya Labs have installed
transmitters along Kartavya
Path and adjoining areas to
demonstrate how television
signals can be directly
broadcast to mobile phones.

"Now you can receive tele-
vision signals directly to
your mobile. This is a very
interesting technology,
which has the potential to
increase the reach of televi-
sion media," he said.

He said mobile phone
users will have to attach a
special dongle to their mo-
bile devices to receive televi-
sion signals. Chandra said
mobile manufacturers will
have to be encouraged to in-
stall a special chip in the
phone devices so that televi-
sion signals can be received
without the dongle.

New Delhi, Feb 16 (PTI): 
The Centre on Thursday
launched a competition to
select the best tourism village
from across the country, and
also a new website to promote
rural tourism.
The launch took place here in
the presence of Union Culture
and Tourism Minister G Kishan
Reddy and Minister of State for
Culture and Defence Ajay Bhatt.
The 'Best Tourism Village
Competition' helmed by the
tourism ministry will be held in
three stages, and will seek
entries at district level, state
level and finally at the national
level, officials said.

New Delhi, Feb 16 (PTI): 

President Droupadi
Murmu on Thursday said
India is on a mission to ex-
pand its global engage-
ment taking advantage of
its excellent manufactur-
ing capabilities, high-qual-
ity talent and cutting-edge
advanced technology at-
tainments.

She observed that India
is emerging as the most
favoured manufacturing
destination for sophisticat-
ed industries.

"From highly sophisti-
cated areas like defence,
aerospace to manufactur-

ing of mobile phones,
India has been emerging
as the most favoured desti-
nation," said the president.

She asserted that the
policies adopted in the re-

cent past have given fillip
to an unprecedented inclu-
sive growth and noted that
the nation has significant
potential to engage with
the international market.

Bengaluru, Feb 16 (PTI):

A team of scien-
tists from Ahmedabad-
based Physical Research
Laboratory (PRL), the
United States and Japan
has found a unique group
of ancient lunar basaltic
meteorites, suggesting a
new scenario for the ori-
gin of lunar basalts, ac-
cording to ISRO.

PRL, which is a unit of
the Department of Space,
carries out fundamental
research in select areas of
physics, space and atmos-
pheric sciences, astrono-
my, astrophysics and solar
physics, and planetary and
geo-Sciences.

The Indian Space
Research Organisation
(ISRO) issued a statement
on Thursday saying the
Moon's dark regions that

are visible to the naked
eye, known as the 'mare',
are remnants of a violent
history of the Solar
System. There are no
records, though, of these
frenzied events on Earth.

The Moon, having
changed very little over
billions of years, provides
us a window to ponder
over the past. The large
mare regions on the near
side of the Moon, that can
be seen from Earth, main-
ly consists of basalts com-
prising volcanic rocks, it
said.

These regions hold the
key to how the Moon
cooled and evolved besides
providing information on
what were the sources of
heat that melted and crys-
tallised the material to the
present day rocks, the
Bengaluru-headquartered

national space agency
said. The Apollo, Luna,
and Chang'E-5 missions
have brought to Earth an
extensive collection of
mare basalts. Apollo mare
basalts date back to the
age of 3.8 3.3 Ga (Ga is one
billion years) and were col-
lected from a region that is
highly rich in potassium,
rare earth elements, and
phosphorous known as
Procellarum KREEP
Terrane (PKT), it was
noted. KREEP is the
acronym for a place that
has deposits of potassium
(chemical symbol - K), rare
earth elements (REE) and
phosphorus (chemical
symbol - P)

These are rich in ra-
dioactive elements that
provide the heat to melt
rocks resulting in KREEP-
rich basalts.

Mumbai, Feb 16 (PTI): 

Indian cricketer Prithvi
Shaw's car was attacked
with a baseball bat by a per-
son after a brawl over tak-
ing selfies with him outside
a luxury hotel at Santacruz
in Mumbai, police officials
said on Thursday.

The incident took place
in the early hours of
Wednesday, they said,
adding that a woman social
media influencer, identified
as Sapna Gill, was arrested
in this connection on

Thursday evening, while
seven others were booked
on the charge of rioting
and extortion. A video of
the incident has gone viral
on social media. Shaw had
gone to the hotel located
near the domestic airport
at Santacruz for dinner
with his businessman
friend when it occurred, an
official said.

New Delhi, Feb 16 (PTI): 

Senior Congress leader
Shashi Tharoor on
Thursday virtually ruled
out contesting the CWC
polls if the party decides to
hold them, saying he is not
considering any further
elections after having
fought the AICC presiden-
tial polls and it is "for others
to step forward".

In an exclusive interview
with PTI on the Congress'
upcoming plenary session
in Chhattisgarh's Raipur,
Tharoor said the conven-
tion comes at an "inflection
point" in the party's history
as it is being held after the
presidential polls and the
Bharat Jodo Yatra, and
ahead of the 2024 elections.

The Lok Sabha MP from
Thiruvananthapuram said
the plenary could not have
come at a more opportune

time and gives the party
members an opportunity to
focus on what "we have
gained" and what faces the
party in terms of chal-
lenges for the future.

Asked if it was essential
for the party to have polls
for the Congress Working
Committee (CWC) at the
party's plenary session and
if he had raised this issue
with the party leadership,
Tharoor said, "I had made
the point that elections are
healthy for the party and
participated in one election
myself and now that I have
lost, I don't think it is my
business to tell the party
leadership what to do. Let
them take the steps that
they judge are appropriate."

He stressed the majority
view in the All India
Congress Committee
(AICC) is the view that will
prevail.

ASSEMBLY POLLS

Tripura records robust
81 % voter turnout 

Till 4 pm
Voters waiting 
in queues

An elderly voter shows 
her inked finger after casting

her vote at a polling booth
during the Tripura Assembly
elections, in North Tripura 

district, Thursday.

Tourism village
competition

NEW PMLA CASE

ED arrests Sukesh Chandrashekhar

Patna, Feb 16 (PTI): 
A shopkeeper tried to immo-
late himself on the outskirts
of Patna on Thursday, in
presence of a posse of police
and Railway Protection Force
personnel who were trying to
remove encroachments in the
area, a senior official said.
According to District
Magistrate, Patna,
Chandrashekhar Singh, the
incident took place in
Gulzarbagh locality where
Railways had sought help for
removing encroachments.
"Accordingly, officials of local
administration and local
police station had accompa-
nied the RPF personnel who
were to evict the encroach-
ers", the DM told PTI.

‘Shirdi airport gets night
landing licence from DGCA’

Govt plans OTT platform, 
direct-to-mobile TV, FM auction

To increase 
footprint

DARE DEVIL ACT

Nihangs (Sikh warriors) perform during a procession to mark the 200 years of martyrdom of Akali
Baba Phula Singh Nihang, in Amritsar, Thursday.

Man tries to
immolate himself 

AI to revolutionise healthcare: Prez
India on mission 
to expand global
engagement

President Droupadi Murmu with Union Minister for Heavy Industries
Mahendra Nath Pandey during the inauguration of the International
Engineering and Technology Fair (IETF) 2023, in New Delhi, Thursday.
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DY ‘Group of lunar meteorites throw
light on origin of basalts on Moon’

Once bitten? Tharoor says
no plan to contest CWC poll

DENIED SELFIES

Cricketer Prithvi
Shaw’s car attacked

Woman social
media influencer
held, 7 others
booked for rioting,
extortion

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The Election Commission on Thursday said the Tripura
assembly polls remained "largely violence-free", with Bru migrant
voters being able to exercise their franchise for the first time in
many years. The tentative voter turnout was recorded at around 80
per cent. Final turnout figures will be known by Friday, it said. No
complaints have been received so far by the EC demanding
repolling, EC officials said. "There have been no reports of any
major violence or attack on candidates or (polling) agents, intimida-
tion of voters, throwing of bombs, repoll (or) damage to EVMs. As
against 168 repolls in the state in the 2019 Lok Sabha polls, today's
polls in 60 assembly seats in Tripura have been largely peaceful with
no (demand for) repoll reported so far," the poll panel said. "Minor
instances" of violence which were reported were promptly looked
into by local teams, it said.

Largely violence-free: EC

Sehore, Feb 16 (PTI): 

A woman from Maharashtra
died on Thursday amid a
well-attended 'rudraksh' dis-
tribution drive at the
Kubereshwar Dham in Sehore
in Madhya Pradesh, a police
official said. The distribution
of 'rudraksh, dried stonefruit
used as prayer beads by
Hindus, is being held by

renowned 'Shiv Mahapuran'
narrator Pradeep Mishra from
February 116 to 22 and it has
seen a huge number of devo-
tees arriving from several
states. "Mangala Bai of
Malegaon in Maharashtra's
Nashik district died due to
some illness at Kubereshwar
Dham in Chitvali Hema village
on Thursday. Her body has
been sent for post mortem to

find out the cause of death,"
Mandi police station sub
inspector Dharam Singh
Verma told PTI. The rudraksh
distribution drive and the
steady stream of devotees
arriving at Kubereshwar
Dham, some 8 kilometres
from the district headquar-
ters, is causing traffic snarls
on the arterial Indore-Bhopal
highway, police said.

Woman dies in Sehore during ‘rudraksh’ distribution 



RLAMC celebrates annual function; honours body donors 
Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  FFeebb  1166::  Rajiv Lochan
Ayurvedic Medical College
(RLAMC), Chandkhuri recently
celebrated its annual function
with great enthusiasm. During
the function, the college hon-
oured the family members of the
people who donated their bodies
for medical studies. Senior med-
ical practitioner and social work-
er Dr Rahul Gulati (Head of
Medicine Department, Shri
Shankaracharya Medical
College) graced the function as
Chief Guest. Founder of Pranam
Sanstha, Pawan Keshwani

presided over the
function while Gram
P a n c h a y a t
C h a n d k h u r i
Sarpanch Hemlata
Suresh Deshmukh
was present as spe-
cial guest. At the
outset, the pro-
gramme began with
lighting lamps and offering
prayers to Lord Dhanvantari. The
students recited Dhanvantari
Vandana. College Management
Committee President Prabha
Sahu, Managing Director R Sahu
and the Principal Dr Vandana
Fating welcomed the guests.

The family members of the
body donors were especially in-
vited to attend the annual func-
tion. They were honored by the
College Managing Director and
the Guests. University Topper
Gold Medalist student Dr
Hempushpa Sahu was felicitat-

ed. Inter-college games were re-
cently organized by AYUSH
University in which the students
of RLAMC had won several
prizes. In table tennis (girls cate-
gory) Shruti, Priya Bavre and
Shivani Sahu had won the first
prize. The table tennis players

along with the winners of volley-
ball girls and boys category were
honored with citations by me-
mentos. In the last episode of
prize distribution, students who
got first and second positions in
college sports were honoured.
The college students presented
colourful and entertaining cultur-
al programs. Dr Leeladhar Sahuc
compeered the programme
while Dr Yogeshwar Pandey pro-
posed the vote of thanks. Dr
Dharam Singh Thakur, Dr Rashmi
Tiwari, Dr Kusumlata Rathore
and Guneshwari Sahu played a
vital role in organising the pro-
gramme. 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 16: Eggs will
be distributed through
Anganwadi centers among
the malnourished chil-
dren. Production of eggs
will start soon from the
egg plant located at
Teligundra in Patan. The
capacity of this plant is to
produce five thousand eggs
every day. On Thursday,
Collector Pushpendra
Kumar Meena chaired a
review meeting of the
Women and Child
Development Department.

It needs to be mentioned
here that in the past a sur-
vey of malnourished chil-
dren was done and such
families were identified
who were ready to feed
eggs to their children. 5300
such children have been
identified. Eggs will be dis-
tributed to malnourished
children through

Anganwadi centers.
In the meeting, the

Collector discussed the
statistics of weight festi-
val. District Program
Officer Vipin Jain said
that at present 12.10 per-
cent children in the dis-
trict are malnourished. In
the year 2019, the percent-
age of malnourished chil-
dren was 15.71. While
15413 children were mal-
nourished in the year 2019,
in the year 2022, 12194 chil-
dren are malnourished.

In the weighing festival,
along with the weight of

the children, their height
is also measured. The chil-
dren of Durg district have
made good progress in
terms of weight gain and
Durg district stood at
fourth position in the en-
tire state. In the matter of
increasing height, the chil-
dren of Durg's Anganwadi
are on top in the state.

The Collector also took
information from the su-
pervisors of those sectors,
where success is not being
achieved in bringing the
malnourished children
out of the purview of mal-

nutrition. On asking the
supervisor of Matwari,
she replied that the moth-
ers of the children go to
work due to which their
nutrition is affected.

They do not agree to
take the children to the
NRC. On this the Collector
asked them to explain how
NRC can prove to be better
for their child's nutritional
status. If they do not
agree, a diet plan which is
given to the children in the
NRC should be made for
such children.

The number of mal-

nourished children in
Dhamdha was more than
in other projects. The
Collector asked the offi-
cers to work hard.

The Collector also re-
viewed the situation of in-
frastructure. He asked the
officials to make a list of
Anganwadis which need
repair or need a new build-
ing. Anganwadis will be
repaired through DMF. He
also asked the officers to
fill all the vacant posts at
the earliest.

The Collector asked the
officials to make best ef-
forts under the Chief
Minister's Nutrition
Campaign and make all
the villages malnutrition-
free. Village Batrel had
come out of the realm of
malnutrition a few
months back. Now, the vil-
lage Manikchauri has also
come out of the purview of
malnutrition.

BJP chakkajam today against
targeted killing of BJP workers 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 16: Former
Vidhan Sabha Speaker
Prem Prakash Pandey
condemned the state gov-
ernment over the targeted
killing of three BJP work-
ers in Chhattisgarh's
Bastar district in the last
15 days. He alleged that
since the formation of the
Congress government in
the state, criminal and
Naxalite incidents are con-
tinuously on rise.

He further alleged that
under the protection of
the Chhattisgarh govern-
ment, Naxalites are fear-
lessly trespassing into the
houses of BJP workers
and killing them merci-
lessly. Pandey said that in
protest of the brutal
killing of BJP workers, an
aggressive chakkajam
would be staged at
Khursipar Gate on
February 17 at 13:00 hrs.

He said that in the last 4
years, only the BJP work-
ers have been brutally
murdered because they
have been exposing the
failures of the state gov-

ernment by reaching out
to the public in
Narayanpur and Bastar.
When the BJP called for
aggressive protests across
the state, Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel is talking
about the NIA investiga-
tion, an institution on
which he himself express-
es disbelief.

Shri Ram Janmotsav
Samiti has extended its
support to the Chakkajam
to be staged by the state
BJP on February 17.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 16: Bhilai
Municipal Corporation has
once again taken action
against illegal plotting. The
District Collector
Pushpendra Meena has
given standing instruction
for immediate action on
complaints or reports of
any illegal plotting.

On Thursday, BMC re-
moved poles, murrum and
other material, scraped the
road that had been con-
structed to reach the 2 acre
or so vacant land while on
the way to Chandulal
Chandrakar Medical  with
an intention to encroach
the land for illegal plotting.
It was also found that ef-
forts were also being made
by the illegal plotters to di-
vert the natural flow of
drain which is passing
from there with the use of
pipes.

On coming to know about
the encroachment, the con-
cerned officers reached the
spot and seized four dumper
murrum, one dumper bal-
last. Also the pipe inserted

to divert the naturally pass-
ing drain was removed and
restored to its original form.
Poles installed for illegal
plotting were also removed.
It is worth noting that
Corporation Commissio-
ner Rohit Vyas has given in-
structions to the officials to
take strict action against il-
legal plotting, illegal en-
croachment and illegal con-
struction, and it was in this
sequel that action is being
taken against any such de-
velopment. While giving in-
formation, the Zone
Commissioner of Vaishali
Nagar, Yesha Lahare said
that action has been taken
on the illegal plotting being

done on about 2 acres of
land of Khasra No 174 on
the road going to
Kachandur and action to
register FIR will soon be
taken up after getting the in-
formation from Tehsil of-
fice.

Assistant Collector
Laxman Tiwari also in-
spected and reviewed the
action and gave necessary
instructions to the officers
present. Additional
Tehsildar Kshama Yadu,
Assistant Revenue Officer
Jagdish Tiwari and other
officers/employees of the
corporation were also pres-
ent during the action on il-
legal plotting.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 16: On
Thursday, the
Additional District and
Sessions Court in Durg
awarded life imprison-
ment to three persons
guilty of murder of a
man. First Additional
District and Sessions
Judge Sanjeev Kumar
Tamak sentenced life
imprisonment to
Saudagar alias Dau (21)
son of Devendra Kumar
Sahu a resident of
Bazar Chowk, Rasmada;
Kamlesh Sahu (26) son
of Ramji Sahu and
Kapil Sahu (25) son of
Ramji Sahu, both resi-
dents of Rendapara,
Rasmada, Durg.

Additional Public
Prosecutor Channulal
Sahu informed that on
August 15, 2021, the ac-
cused Saudagar,
Kamlesh and Kapil at-
tacked in furtherance of

common intention of
killing Karan Thakur
son of Sangram Thakur.
The accused and the vic-
tim had partied together
and later the three
bludgeoned Karan
Thakur to death with
hammer and stones.

After trial, the Court
observed that the ac-
cused had brutally
killed Karan Thakur in
a public place.
Considering the nature
and seriousness of the
offence, Court sentenced
life imprisonment to
Saudagar, Kamlesh and
Kapil under section
302/34 of IPC.

Rs 1000 - 1000 fines
were also imposed on
them and in case of non-
payment, they will have
to serve an additional
rigorous imprisonment
of three months, in-
formed Additional
Public Prosecutor
Channulal Sahu.

DMC acts against roadside
vendors near Patel Square 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 16: In order to
maintain smooth traffic
system on the main road
of the city under the Durg
Municipal Corporation
limits, on Thursday, action
was taken to remove en-
croachers occupying the
roadside from around
Patel Chowk area to Indira
Market.

During this, the occu-
pants were asked to volun-
tarily remove stalls,
kiosks, vegetable carts etc
from the sides of the road.
Due to this, the common
citizens are facing prob-
lems in commuting as well
as the traffic is also being
disrupted.

On the instructions of
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Lokesh
Chandrakar, the Market
Department staff and
demolition squad removed

15 to 20 encroachers occu-
pying the said road and
warned of confiscation of
goods in case of encroach-
ment again.

The commissioner
urged them to remove the
illegal encroachment from
the roads on their own,
otherwise the handcarts
and kiosks will be confis-
cated.

Shiv Sharma, Durgesh
Gupta, Ishwar Verma,

Manohar Goswami,
Shashikant Yadav,
Bhuvandas Sahu, Sanket
Dharmakar from
Corporation were present
on the spot.

Action was taken for
using banned polythene in
Sikola Bhata vegetable
market and fine of Rs 800
was recovered from 6 per-
sons and all others were
warned not to use the
banned membrane foil.

99 percent procured paddy lifted
from the procurement centers

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 16: Collector
Pushpendra Kumar
Meena chaired a review
meeting of the Food
Department on Thursday.
The paddy procured from
the farmers of the district
at the minimum support
price is being lifted rapidly
from the procurement cen-
tres.

99.63 percent paddy has
been lifted from 98 pro-
curement centers. Out of 4
lakh 31 thousand 318 met-
ric tonnes of paddy pro-
cured from farmers, 4 lakh
29 thousand 703 metric
tonnes of paddy has been
lifted. Only 1616 metric
tonnes of paddy is left for
lifting in the procurement
centres. District
Marketing Officer said
that paddy is being lifted

continuously for custom
milling.

He informed that the
millers have been instruct-
ed to speed up the lifting of
paddy. The DMO said that
there is no situation of
paddy jam in the centres.
Paddy will be lifted from
the centers within the
time limit. 1 lakh 4 thou-

sand 967 farmers had reg-
istered in the district, out
of which 1 lakh 1 thousand
607 farmers sold paddy.

The target of paddy
storage received from
other districts is 45000.
Out of which 10799 have
been ordered for trans-
portation. Paddy has been
collected in 10723 centres.

DO of 2574 has been is-
sued. Presently paddy has
not been lifted and accord-
ingly 10723 metric tonnes
are left for lifting.

DO has been issued to
27582 procurement centers
for paddy lifting by millers
of other districts in the
procurement centers of
the district. Paddy has

been lifted by all the cen-
tres. Currently there is no
remaining stock. CO DO
has been issued on 320520
for lifting paddy to millers
in other districts.

4 lakh 99 thousand 8
metric tonnes of rice has
been targeted for deposit
while 7 lakh 42 thousand
89 metric tonnes of paddy
has been targeted. DO has
been issued to 7 lakh 26
thousand 823, out of which
7 lakh 18 thousand 283
metric tonnes of paddy
has been lifted.

According to paddy lift-
ing, proportional 4 lakh 86
thousand 984 metric
tonnes of rice is to be re-
ceived out of which 2 lakh
32 thousand 290 metric
tonnes has been deposited.
Remaining 2 lakh 54 thou-
sand 694 metric tonnes is
to be received yet.
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Court awards life
term to three persons

guilty of murder 

Youth killed 
in road mishap

at Kumhari
Bhilai, Feb 16: A 26-
year-old man was
killed in a road acci-
dent which occurred
on National Highway
at Kumhari on
Thursday. The de-
ceased was Umesh
Banjare, a resident of
Kota, Raipur. He was
moving from Raipur to
Durg on a scooter bear-
ing registration num-
ber CG04-HU-7769.
Near Indarprasth
Hotel, he was hit by a
speeding truck bearing
r e g i s t r a t i o n
numberCG04-MS-7963.
He suffered fatal in-
juries on head in this
mishap. His brother-in-
law was also travelling
with him on another
bike. He immediately
called Dial 112 after
which the injured was
shifted to the hospital.
The doctors declared
him brought dead. On
the other hand, police
have seized the truck
and arrested the driver
Nagendra Yadav.

BMC action against illegal plotting: Seizes
material & demolishes road structure

Eggs to be distributed among malnourished
children through Anganwadis

Sheonath Mahotsav to
mark Mahashivaratri 
celebration in Durg

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 16:
Municipal Corporation
Commissioner Lokesh
Chandrakar accompa-
nied by concerned offi-
cials visited the
Mahamara Banks locat-
ed on Sheonath river on
Thursday morning to
check on the preparation
of Mahashivaratri.

It needs a mention
that like previous years,
this year too the festival
of Mahashivratri will be
celebrated on the banks
of river Sheonath with
enthusiasm. "Sheonath
Mahotsav Madai Mela"
will be organised in a
grand manner.

Here it needs a men-
tion that in keeping with
the keen interest shown
by MLA Durg (urban)
Arun Vora and Durg
Mayor Dheeraj Bakliwal,
necessary arrangements
for the program were in-
spected at Sheonath
beach. As per the faith of
devotees, a "Shivling" of
ice will be installed on
the Sheonath river bank,
for which instructions
have already been given.

The Mahotsav Mandai
Mela organised on this
auspicious festival of
Mahashivratri, will
begin early in the morn-
ing with Maha Aarti of
Pranadayini river
Sheonath. Stalls will be
there for shopkeepers

with a view to providing
better facilities to the
general public during
the festival. The
Commissioner has given
instructions to set up
stalls for small shop-
keepers on the river
route to give it the ap-
pearance of a festival
fair.

Apart from this, it has
been said to make
arrangements for park-
ing of vehicles.
Changing rooms for men
and women will be made
on the Sheonath bank.
The entire stretch of the
river bank was asked to
be thoroughly cleaned.
Arrangements for drink-
ing water will also be
made for the devotees.
The commissioner has
given responsibility to
all the officers for the
Shivnath Mela pro-
gramme and has in-

structed them to dis-
charge their respective
tasks with full responsi-
bility.

People from Durg city
including Bhilai and
nearby villages reach
the river bank on
Mahashivratri festival.
For the rest of the devo-
tees coming here, pan-
dals should be set up at a
designated place, and /
drinking water should
be arranged.

The Commissioner
has given instructions to
the officers to install flex
boards etc for the promo-
tion of the programme.
Complete arrangements
will be made for
Mahaarti and Shivling
Rudrabhishek. Health
officers Javed Ali,
Suresh Bharti, Raju
Singh and others were
present during the in-
spection.
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Raipur, Feb 16:

Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel said that
the government is com-
mitted to providing a fear-
free and law-abiding gov-
ernance system in
Chhattisgarh. He has
praised the sensitive atti-
tude of the police in
Naxal-affected areas and
their efforts to encourage
Naxal surrenders, while
also cracking down on
crime. He has said that
the effective strategy of
development, trust, and
security has resulted in a
significant reduction of

the Naxal menace in the
state. Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu said
that in the last four years,
continuous efforts have
been made to curb
Naxalism in
Chhattisgarh.

The state government is
focussing on the modern-
ization of the police force,
providing them with mod-
ern weapons, security

equipment, necessary
training, and vehicles to
counter Maoists. A total
of 555 Naxalites surren-
dered in Chhattisgarh in
the last year as a result of
the government’s efforts
for public welfare and the
sensitive behavior of the
Chhattisgarh police,
which is a significant suc-
cess. During the same pe-
riod, as many as 46

Naxalites also died in po-
lice encounters. In the last
four years, cases of more
than 900 families in insur-
gency-hit areas have been
withdrawn, providing re-
lief to innocent people.
This was made possible
through the government’s
visionary approach to the
welfare of the tribals and
the sensitive handling by
the police.

Ch’garh Govt committed to providing
law-abiding governance system: Baghel

Relief for more than 900 families in Naxal-affected areas through withdrawal of cases

DGP writes to NIA DG seeking probe 
Into killing of three public reps in Bastar

RRaaiippuurr:: It is worth mentioning that the Chhattisgarh
Director General of Police Ashok Juneja has written a letter
to the Director General of the NIA, seeking an investigation
into the killing of three public representatives in Bastar. The
Naxalism in Chhattisgarh is continuously shrinking with a
significant reduction in their activity due to the efforts
Central Security Force and the State Police. As a result,
Naxalites, in a fit of rage, are now targeting public repre-
sentatives and common citizens.

 Ch’garh Police’s 
sensitive approach
encourages 
555 Naxalite 
surrenders last year

Raipur, Feb 15: 

Celebrity Cricket
League is being organised
for the last 9 years in
which  the film celebrities
player of the country
Ritesh Deshmukh, Sunil
Shetty, Sohail Khan,
Manoj  Tiwari, Ravi
Kishan, Sonu Sood and
Dinesh Lal Yada Vinesh
Lal and  many well-known
celebrities will particpat-
ed. Bhojpuri film industry
along with Bollywood-
Tollywood artists will be
the part of CCL.
Chhattisgarh film team
will also enter next year in
CCL said Anand Bihari
Yadav, owner of Bhojpuri
team while speaking to the
scribes here. He said that
this 8 teams are participat-
ing in the event. The grand
day-long event will kick off

with four matches in
which two matches will be
played on  February 18th
and two on  February 19th
at Shaheed Veernarayan
Singh Stadium, Raipur.
Tickets have also been
made available on Paytm
in the price range from Rs
200 to Rs 5000, he added.
Speaking on the occasion
Yogesh Agarwal,

President of Chhattisgarh
Film Industries
Association said  that
“Today the organizers of
the Celebrity Cricket
League organised an im-
portant meeting with all
the artists, producers and
directors of Chhattisgarh
film on the initiative of
MP Sunil Soni. In the
meeting Bhojpuri team

owner Anand Bihari
Yadav  welcomed all the
artists associated with
Chhattisgarhi film in the
Celebrity Cricket League
and said that next year
Chhattisgarh film artist
team will also participate
in CCL. Yogesh Agarwal,
President of Chhattisgarh
Film Industries
Association said that we
will extend all our cooper-
ation to make the event
successfull. Chhattisgarh
Film Producer
Association President
Santosh Jain, General
Secretary Manoj Sharma,
Fim directors Satish Jain,
Rajesh Asthi, Anupam
Sharma, Ali Rai, Prakash
Aasthi, Sunil Watari,
Shailendra Dhar Divan,
Raju Divan, Navin Lodha
and film acrtess Mona Sen
were present.

Chhattisgarh Film artist team 
to participate in CCL next year: Yadav RRaaiippuurr,,  FFeebb  1166::  Preparations are

in full swing by the
Chhattisgarh Board of
Secondary Education (CGBSE)
for the board exams.
Distribution of question papers
to the coordination centres has
begun after printing. The offi-
cials of the coordination centers
are receiving subject-wise
question papers according to
their numbers. With this the
question papers will start arriv-
ing coordination centres to
coordination centres. According
to CGBSE officials the distribu-
tion of question papers to the
head of the examination centers
will start from February 23. The
head of the centers will collect
the question papers from coor-
dination centers and submit
them to the concerned police
stations. Question papers will
come to the examination cen-
ters from the police stations on
examination dates. The stu-
dents appearing in the board
examinations have not yet
received their admit cards.

Board officials said that stu-
dents will start receiving admit
cards from schools next week.

Chhattisgarh board exams
are beginning on 1st March.
Class 12th examination will
begin on 1st March while Class
10th examination will begin on
2nd March. Pre-board examina-
tions are also going on in the
schools.  To improve the board
results, extra classes are also
being organized by the schools. 

No list of highly sensitive
centres has been received so
far. Many centers of Bastar area
come in the most sensitive cat-
egory, where additional securi-
ty arrangements are made, so
that there is no disturbance of
any kind in the examination.

Helpline number is also being
started from 21st February for
the purpose of solving problems
of students and motivating
them for studies. Students can
call on helpline number
18002334363 from 10.30 am to
5.30 pm, and consult psychia-
trists, subject experts. 

Preparations for CG 
board exams in full swing

Raipur, Feb 16: 

Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Bhure in-
structed the revenue offi-
cers to resolve all applica-
tions that were received at
‘Jan Choupal’ within stip-
ulated time frame. In a
meeting of revenue offi-
cers here on Wednesday
he instructed to resolve
all the cases of undisput-
ed mutation, division, de-
marcation, revenue recov-
ery and diversion etc. re-
lated to the land within
the stipulated time-limit.

The Collector directed
to organize camps for re-
dressal of revenue mat-
ters and unauthorized
construction development
regularization cases. He
instructed the revenue of-
ficers to physically verify
all the pending cases and
settle them in priority
order and monitor
progress every week. The
Collector directed all the
Sub-Divisional Revenue
Officers to take strict ac-
tion against illegal plot-
ting. Additional
Collectors Virendra
Bahadur Panchbhai, BC
Sahu and  revenue offi-
cers of all subdivisions
were present in the meet-
ing.

Resolve revenue cases 
within time limit: Collector 

 Instructs for 
action against illegal
plotting

RRaaiippuurr,,  FFeebb  1166:: Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) on Thursday
questioned the decision of
state government to urge
National Investigation Agency
(NIA) to probe into the recent
murder of BJP leaders in
Bastar. In a statement issued
here, the BJP National Vice
President and former Chief
Minister Dr Raman Singh said
that the Congress had been
opposing the NIA probe in the
past in several cases but now
the state government is
approaching NIA to probe the
recent killings which exposes
the double face of the govern-

ment. Dr Singh said that the
state government has with-
drawn the security of the for-
mer Members of Parliament
(MPs), Members of Legislative
Assembly (MLAs) and other
senior leaders from Bastar.
One of the victims Sagar Sahu
had even raised demand for
increase of his security amidst
apprehension and subsequent-
ly, he was murdered.

While talking to section of
media persons here, Dr Singh
claimed that the NIA probe into
Jhiram Valley ordered by the
erstwhile Congress govern-
ment at Centre, was sidelined

by the Congress government
after it came to power in
Chhattisgarh and formed sepa-
rate Special Investigation Team
(SIT). Now with demand for
NIA probe into the recent
killing of BJP leaders in Bastar,
the Congress government has
urged NIA probe only to not to
accept responsibility of the
recent killings in the region. Dr
Singh termed it to be a target
killing under the administrative
patronage. State BJP President
and Lok Sabha member Arun
Sao too has questioned the
move of Congress government
to urge NIA to take up the

investigation into recent killing
of people in Bastar. Former
Minister and BJP Spokesperson
Rajesh Munat  also questioned
the confidence of Congress on
central agency like NIA as it
had been raising questions on
the investigation of central
agencies. In support to his alle-
gation, the BJP spokesperson
Munat said that the Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
should make the document he
has with him on Jhiram Valley
incident, public which would
be a real tribute to the
Congress leaders who were
martyred in the past.

Congress govt exposed with demand for NIA probe into recent killings: BJP

No active
COVID-19 case

in Ch’garh
Raipur, Feb 16: No
new COVID-19 case
or death linked to the
infection was report-
ed in Chhattisgarh
on Wednesday, which
kept the tally and the
toll  unchanged at
11,77,782 and 14,146,
respectively, while
there was no coron-
avirus patient under
treatment in the
state, a health de-
partment official
said.

The recovery count
rose to 11,63,636 after
three persons recov-
ered during the day,
leaving the state
with no active cases,
he added.So far,
1,88,91,112 coron-
avirus tests have
been conducted in the
state, including 1,154
during the day, a
government release
said.

Rajnandgaon, Feb 16:

Three goals by Devendra
Valmiki and two by
Gurwinder Singh made
the Petroleum Sports-
Petroleum Board, New
Delhi hockey team lift the
title of 79th Raja
Sarveshwar Das All India
Championship here on
Thursday. The team defeat-
ed SAIL Academy
Rourkela by 7-1. Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
was the chief guest at the
conclusion of this tourna-
ment and made a declara-
tion of Rs 2 crore for instal-
lation of Flood-lights and
Pavallion in the
International Astro-Turf
Hockey Stadium. The win-
ning team was presented
with huge Silver Cup and
Rs 2.51 lakh as prize
money and the runner’s up
SAIL Rourkela team with
silver cup and cash prize of

Rs 2.0 lakh. The man-of-
the-match was Devendra
Valmiki of Petroleum
Board Delhi and was pre-
sented with cash prize of
Rs 51000 and the Man-of-
the-Tournament was
Karbil Lakra with cash
prize of Rs 11000. The fi-
nals of the 79th Raja
Sarveshwar Das All India
Hockey Championship
was one-sided and in this
the Petroleum Sports,
Petroleum Board, New
Delhi lased with interna-
tional players defeated
SAIL Rourkela with 7-1
and won the champi-
onship. It was right from
the beginning, Petroleum
Board Delhi was dominant
and it was in the 4th
minute only Devendra
Valmiki scored the first

goal, followed by another
by Gurjinder Singh in the
23rd minute through a
penalty corner. The third
goal was scored in the 29th
minute by Devendra and
by end of the first-half,
Petroleum Board’s team
got the lead of 3-0.

In the second-half of the
match, the Petroleum
Board’s team continued its
aggressiveness scored
fourth goal in 32nd minute
by Arfan Qureshi. The
fifth goal was scored by
Gurjinder Singh in the
35th minute through
penalty corner. In-between
SAIL Rourkela got to con-
vert a penalty corner at the
35th minute and took the
score to 5-1. In the third
quarter of the match,
Devendra scored another

goal in the 41st minute and
took the score to 6-1 and
the 7th goal was scored by
Ankil Pal  in the 52nd
minute and took the team’s
lead to 7-1 and won the
match. The winning team
was presented with silver
cup and cash prize of Rs
2.51 lakh by Shri Baldev
Singh Bhatia in the memo-
ry of his grand-father Shri
Gulab Singh Bhatia and
another silver cup to the
runner’s team was pre-
sented by Anoop
Shrivastava in the memo-
ry of his grand-father Late
Omkarlal Shrivastava and
cash prize of Rs 2 lakh to
the team by Shri Bahadur
Ali of ABIS Group in the
memory of Late Shri Ajit
Bhai. The cash prize of Rs
5000 for Man-of-the-match
to Devendra Valmiki was
given at the hands of
Rajesh Jain by Anoop
Shrivastava in the memo-
ry of Late Deepa
Shrivastava along with
other awards to the mem-
bers of the organising
committee by ex-Mayor
Naresh Dakliya, Dushyant
Das of Bhaskar Doot news-
paper; Manish and
Kamlesh Gautam of
Gautam Brothers.

Petroleum Board, Delhi wins the final by 7-1
79th Raja Sarveshwar Das All India Hockey Championship

 SAIL Rourkela
becomes runners up

 CM makes declaration
of Rs 2 cr for flood-
lights and construction
of Pavallion in the
Digvijay Stadium

Raipur, Feb 16:

On occasion of
Valentine Day, JCI Raipur
Capital Ladies Wing or-
ganised ‘Best Couple’ com-
petition at Vrindavan Hall,
Civil Lines and in this a
total of 26 couples took
part. In the competition
the couples were made to
play 4 different rounds and
in this the award of ‘best-

couple’ went to Reena-
Ravi Sinha. The second
place went to Shikha-
Srikant Parekh and third
to Dhani-Alok Sharma.
The ward of Best Dress-up
went to Priya Narendra
Sinha and the title of

‘Lucky Couple’ went to
Ritesh -Dharya Jain and
the energetic couple was
Abhishekh Sahu. Giving
the above information,
Chairperson JCI Raipur
Capital Ladies Wing Anju
Jain informed that the di-

rector of the Best Couple
competition was Sadhana
Gupta, Vidhi Parmar,
Payal Lodha, Rajshri
Pawar. The panel of judges
comprised of Mamta Sigi
and CA Pranay Burad and
chief guest of the pro-
gramme was Jay. Senator
Sheetal Jain. On this occa-
sion Chapter Co-ordinator
was Mukesh Kedia, Lady
In-Charge CA Romil Jain,
Chairperson Anju Jain,
ex-Chairperson Smita
Kedia, JCI Capital’s presi-
dent Vikram Giradkar,
Sonam Jain, Neha Jain
and other members.

Reena-Ravi Sinha wins title of ‘Best Couple’
 On occasion of

Valentine Day 
by JCI Raipur Capital
Ladies wing

ROAD-SIDE VENDORS

The number of road-side vendors at city’s Malviya Road has increased manifold and
posing problems to vehicle riders during peak hours of traffic.
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Rajim, Feb 16:

The most ancient tem-
ple of the 6th century -
Lord Shri Rajiv Lochan is
being considered as ‘avtar’
of Lord Shri Vishnu and
the plant of ‘Tulsi’ is very
much liked by Lord
Vishnu. So a long garland
made of ‘tulsi’ has been
garlanded on the idol of
the Lord Shri Rajiv
Lochan in the temple and
it is appearing to be won-
derful. It is notable here
that the Rajim Maghi
Punni Mela is in full
swing at Rajim and would
continue till
Mahashivratri and daily

hundreds of devotees are
visiting the temple and
fair and paying obeisance
at the temple. The temple
has also being decorated

with colourful flowers,
colourful lights and high-
mast light on the top and
‘Gumbad’ and illuminated
in colourful manner.

Idol of Lord Rajiv Lochan
garlanded with ‘Tulsi mala’

Raipur, Feb 16: 

Agriculture Minister
Ravindra Choubey inau-
gurated the “Meri Policy,
Mere Haath” program at
his official residence on
Wednesday by distribut-
ing the policies to the
farmers. Farmers were
given policies under the
Pradhan Mantri Fasal
Bima Yojana and the reor-
ganized Weather Based
Crop Insurance Scheme.
Along with this, from
February 15 at the district
level, a total of 2 lakh 23
thousand 873 farmers in-
sured under the Pradhan
Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana
by the MP, MLA or
Collector and a total of 13,
487 farmers under the
Weather Based Crop
Insurance Scheme will be
distributed by the insur-
ance company.

It is notable that under
the Prime Minister Crop
Insurance Scheme and
Restructured Weather
Based Crop Insurance
Scheme, comprehensive
crop insurance cover is
provided for economic
protection of crop loss
from adverse weather con-
ditions, cereals, pulses,
oilseeds and horticulture

crops have been included
in these schemes. The
scheme is voluntary for
loanee and non-loanee
farmers for the notified
crops. Prime Minister
Crop Insurance Scheme
and Weather Based Crop
Insurance Scheme, start-
ing from the year 2016-17
till the year 2022-23,
against the premium

amount of Rs 1191.06
crore, the claim amount of
Rs 6235.24 crore has been
paid to the eligible farm-
ers. Against the premium
amount of Rs 17.90 crore
payable by the farmers
under the Rabi season
2021-22, a claim of Rs
382.10 crore has been paid
to the farmers. On this oc-
casion, Agriculture
P r o d u c t i o n
Commissioner, Dr.
Kamalpreet Singh,
Director Agriculture, Ms.
Ranu Sahu, Director
Horticulture, Mr. V.K.
Matheswaran, Additional
Director of Agriculture
Department, Mr. G.K.
Pidhiha, Joint Director
Mr. B.K. Mishra, Deputy
Director Mr. R.K. Kashyap,
Deputy Director of
Horticulture Department,
Mr. Neeraj Shah were
present.

Choubey launches ‘Meri
Policy, Mere Haath’ program

Distribution of crop insurance policy to farmers

Raipur, Feb 16: Akshay
Nayak, being an Intrepid
Guy has overcome every
challenge and has headed
towards his Passion
,”Fashion Field”. He is a
small town boy but yes
now has achieved many ti-
tles such as Mr. Face of
Central India 2016 and tar-
gets for the Mr. India in
Modelling and Men
Physique. He said that,
“Fashion Industry is his
Passion” and believes in
having faith in one’s self
and the work.

I was always trying to
find that way which can
give me a platform to
make my own identity,
fashion Industry is like
my passion and I believe If
you are highly passionate
about anything in this
world, you can achieve it.
My life’s best and worst
part is that my backbone
had an operation (slip
disk). At that time I was
nothing less than a dead
body. It was even difficult
to move my body at that

time (2014). I want to share
my journey – I was in
Raipur and I always
thought of Modelling,
There happened one audi-
tion, I asked them to allow
me to register myself but
they said that the audi-
tions were closed. Then
there was a guy who was
listening to our conversa-
tion, he came to me and
told me that I can walk in
between the ramp show
but cannot participate.

This person was Rahul
Kukreja, He made my
dream come true. it was
the biggest thing of my
life. I wasn’t good at that
walk. I decided I have to do
something and now If I
have got this opportunity,
I’ve to fulfill it. It was then
that I decided to make my
career in fashion Field.

I have achieved the vari-
ous titles, some of which
are – Mr. youth of
Chhattisgarh 2013, Mr
Face of chhattisgarh  2014,
Mr Face of Central India
2016. I got offer to work

with respected brands like
Snap Deal, Myntra, Mink.
I got a chance to walk in
International Fashion
Show, honoured as the
celebrity of Chhattisgarh
and have got movie offers.

This title transformed
me, and also with the guid-
ance of my father Rajesh
Nayak who always moti-
vates me for my passion. I
am here because of my
passion. After winning
this, I met a person
Saurabh Tipnis Sir, he is
like my mentor and he has
offered me several works

for some shows. He always
guides me for the further
steps in Modelling Field.

I can’t forget the things
that happened to me. I lost
all my hope but there was
a person who was always
pushing me, his words
were “I can’t afford you to
sleep in bed, wake up and
go smash that hurdles you
are afraid off” and “what
atmost will happen, you
will die only, go and die but
I can’ afford it” and that
person was my father. He
is my motivator, mentor,
friend and everything.
That time was very diffi-
cult for me.

My Mother and my
friend were my biggest
support who helped me to
face this situation and al-
ways supported me.

My next goal is to win
the title for Mr. India in
Modelling and Men
Physique too. I’ll also try
for the acting field, it’s like
my ambition to make my
own name my own identi-
ty.

Despite facing odds in life, Akshay
achieves many titles in ‘Fashion Field’

Raipur, Feb 15:

It was unanimously de-
cided, by the executive
members of the Indian
Pickleball Association
(IPA) that Arun S
Bhatnagar IRS (Director
General, IIST/IIP/IIMR
Indore and President MP
PickelBall Association)
will be the new Senior
Vice-President of Indian
Pickleball Association.

He was chosen for his
deep love for the
PickleBall. He is also cred-

ited for successfully plan-
ning, executing and host-
ing the 2nd Indian
National PickleBall
Tournament, held at
Indore in October 2022.

The AGM also nominat-
ed the following post bear-
ers, Vice Presidents in-
cludes Ranjan Gupta,
Secretary Bihar Pickleball
Association, Suryaveer
Singh Bhullar, President,

Gujarat State Pickleball
Association.

Similarly, the Joint
Secretaries are Mohit
Kumar , Secretary, Tamil
Nadu Pickleball
Association and 

Prabhat Kumar,
Secretary, Jharkhand
Pickleball Association.

IPA has decided, that vi-
sion, mission and strategy
document  of development

and support to  players in
all respect for next five
years will be released
soon, which will include fi-
nancial support scheme,
intensive training etc.

A key goal of our IPA
program is to contribute
to a diverse and inclusive
sport workforce. As socie-
ty undergoes substantial
demographic shifts, state
leaders will ensure that

they are creating spaces
that are welcome and that
encourage everyone – ath-
letes, parents, officials,
staff and administrators –
to embrace their full
selves.

Madhya Pradesh and
Gujarat State Pickleball
Associations also offered
to host Junior and Senior
National Pickleball
Tournaments respectively.
However it will be official-
ly announce colander of
events soon.

The President Ashok
Mohnani and General
Secretary Rajath Kankar
congratulated all the
newly nominated mem-
bers and assured better co-
ordination between States
and Central unit.

Bhatnagar appointed IPA Vice President 
 At AGM during 

which Chhattisgarh
Pickleball secretary
Rupendra Singh Chouhan
also participated

Chanchalmal
Singhvi

Raipur: Chanchalmal
Singhvi, R/o Sector-1,
Devendra Nagar,
Raipur, breathed his
last here on Thursday.
He was 72. As per his
will, his body has been
donated to Medical
College Raipur. He was
husband of Suman
Singhvi and father of
Anshul Singhvi and
brother of Shantimal
Singhvi, Chandra
Mehta, Prabha Jain.

OBITUARY

Jagdalpur, Feb 16: 

Health Minister T.S.
Singhdeo inspected
District Ayurveda
Hospital and Urban
Primary Health Center in
Jagdalpur on the second
day of his Bastar stay on
Wednesday.

He inspected the premis-
es by offering flowers on
the statue of Lord
Dhanvantari in the
Ayurveda hospital. During
this, he inquired about the
meeting arrangement of
the doctors and their daily
work.

He also inquired about
the condition of OPD in
the hospital and treatment
under Dr. Khubchand
Baghel ‘Swasthya
Sahayata Yojana’. Health
Minister Mr. Singhdeo
also interacted with the
beneficiaries who had

come to check the health
of the girl child during the
inspection of the Urban
Primary Health Center
(UPHC) operated in the
premises of the Ayurveda
Hospital. He discussed
with Divisional Joint

Director of Health
Department, Dr. Rajan and
Chief Medical and Health
Officer, Dr. Chaturvedi to
increase human resources
in UPHC. Mr. Singhdeo in-
spected the medicine dis-
tribution room there and

inquired about the avail-
ability, storage condition
and expiry date of medi-
cines. During the inspec-
tion of the campus, he also
observed the toilet and ap-
preciated the cleanliness
system.

Mr. Singhdeo also gave
away prizes to the winners
of the painting competi-
tion organised on Girl’s
Day at UPHC. During the
inspection of the premis-
es, Dr. Netam, Officer-in-
Charge of District
Ayurveda Hospital, other
doctors and staff nurses
working there were pres-
ent.

Singhdeo also visited
the UPHC building under
construction at Jagdalpur
at a cost of Rs 69.84 lakh.
He directed the construc-
tion agency to complete
the work within the time-
limit with perfect quality.

Singhdeo inspects District
Ayurveda Hospital and UPHC Bemetara, Feb 16: 

In the Town Hall locat-
ed on Durg Marg of the
city, an introductory meet
of marrigebale ‘Divyang’
girl was held on Monday.
Farmer leader Yogesh
Tiwari, former munici-
pal president Vijay
Sinha, social worker
Tarachand Maheshwari,
Rajesh Sharma, Yogesh
Verma, Leanesh Club
President Vinod Raghav
were present as guests in
the programme. Young
men and women with de-
formities from many dis-
tricts had come for the in-
troductory meet and reg-
istration. In this
Divyangjan from
K a w a r d h a ,
Mahasamund, Durg,
Bilaspur, Baloda Bazar,
Mungeli, Raipur,
Shahdol, Chhatarpur,
M a h a s a m u n d ,
Rajnandgaon villages at-

tended the introductory
meet. Addressing the in-
troductory meet, Yogesh
Tiwari said that people of
all parties should partici-
pate in the program of
Divyang Sangh.
Divyangjan are not a spe-
cial party and would al-
ways stand with them
during times of joy and
sorrow. Every disabled
person has a special tal-
ent. It is necessary to
make the disabled self-re-
liant. Vikas Tamboli,
Varsha Gautam, Mamta

Tamarkar, Neetu
Kothari, Gitanjali,
Urvashi Das, Divyang
Sangh District President
Ramlal Sahu, Chief
Advisor Keylal Dubey,
Media Incharge Surendra
Sahu, Atmaram Patel,
Manmohan Verma, Anil
Kumar Baghel, Doman
Sahu, Dilip Sahu, Ashok
Mahila, Chandrika Sahu,
Sumitra Pal, Bhushan
Nishad were present.

Will always be ahead
for the welfare of the
disabled:

The former municipal
president said that he
will always be ahead for
the welfare of the dis-
abled. Social worker
Rajesh Sharma said that
this type of event should
be held every year and
assured to extend full co-
operation. Social worker
Tarachand Maheshwari
said that District
Bemetara Association
should continue to or-
ganize such events every
year. District President
of Disabled Association
Ramlal Sahu thanked all
the guests and digni-
taries of the city and ap-
pealed to cooperate for
organizing such events
in future. At the end of
the program, the main
artist Kunjalal Dubey ex-
pressed his gratitude to
the organizers and
guests for the successful
organization of the pro-
gram.

Every Divyang has a special talent: Tiwari 
Farmer leader attends ‘Divyang girl introductory meet

Jagdalpur, Feb 16: On the
occasion of
Mahashivaratri festival,
the three-day Chitrakot
Festival was inaugurated
on Tuesday, February 14,
on the banks of the world
famous Chitrakote Falls,
called the Niagara of
India. The program was in-
augurated by lighting the
lamp in front of the photo-
graphs of Maa Saraswati,
Maa Danteshwari and
Chhattisgarh Mahatari.
Chief guest of the pro-
gram, Industry Minister
Mr. Kawasi Lakhma while
congratulating for this
grand event said that
Chitrakot and Bastar have
become synonymous with
each other. People in the
country and abroad recog-
nize Bastar because of a
wonderful waterfall like
Chitrakot. This festival or-
ganized in Chitrakot is a
golden opportunity to take
the tribal culture of Bastar
to the world stage. He said

that Bastar’s folk culture is
simple and easy as well as
very attractive, which
needs to be introduced to
the whole world.
Commendable efforts are
being made by the
Chhattisgarh government
in this direction. He said
that the people of Bastar
are festive. Due to the poli-
cies of Chhattisgarh gov-
ernment, farmers, forest
produce collectors, priests,
cowherds, landless agricul-
tural labourers and
women of self-help groups
are happy. This is the rea-
son why a continuous in-
crease is being seen in the
number of people in the
fair-market. While presid-
ing over the programme,
MP Mr. Deepak Baij said
that along with cultural
programs, various sports
will also be organised for

three consecutive days in
Chitrakot Mahotsav
Bastar. It will be attended
by participants from all
over the division. Our folk-
culture, tradition will be
displayed through the festi-
val. Along with this, the
schemes run by the gov-
ernment will also be dis-
played here. He said that
Bastar is full of natural
beauty. Along with
Chitrakot, there are many
waterfalls like Tirathgarh,

Tamda Ghoomar, Mendri
Ghoomar, Bijakasa,
Chitradhara, Mandwa.
Chitrakoot is the head of
all these waterfalls. This is
the reason why the num-
ber of tourists is increas-
ing year by year.

In view of the increas-
ing number of tourists,
now a new resort has been
constructed by the district
administration in
Lamdaguda, which is
being operated by local

women. The main objec-
tive of the development of
tourism in Bastar is that
the local youth get maxi-
mum employment. For the
protection of culture, the
work of conservation of
Devguri and Ghotuls is
also being done by the
Government of
Chhattisgarh. Chitrakot
MLA Mr. Rajman Benzam
said that the special cul-
ture of Bastar is visible in
the Chitrakot Festival and
through this our folk cul-
ture is being spread.
Chhattisgarh government
is continuously working
for the development of
tourism. He appealed to
the people to enjoy the cul-
tural programs and sports
organized here. Mr. Rajiv
Sharma, Vice President of
Indravati Basin
Development Authority,
described the beauty of
Chitrakote Falls as won-
derful amidst the natural
beauty of Bastar.

State Govt is committed to bring tribal culture of Bastar on world stage: Lakhma
 Colorful launch of

Chitrakoot FestivalBBaacchheellii,,  FFeebb  1166:: On 14 February
2023, the Diksha Ceremony of
Scout and Guide took place at
DAV Public School, Bacheli. The
pious ceremony had begun with
Sarvdharm Prayer. The Project
Head  (NMDC) B.
Venkateshwaralu was the chief
guest of the day. Dharmendra
Acharya (DGM Pers.) also
blessed the occasion with his
gracious presence. Senior
teacher of Scout department J.
M. Khare (Rover Himalaya Wood
Batch), Gitanjali Khare (Pre AIT
Ranger Leader), Chhaya Weldon
(Pre LT Guide Captain) and
Surabhi Rao (Basic Guide
Captain) also encouraged the
Scouts and Guides. The attrac-
tion of the day was that the
Scouts & Guides made tents
under the guidance of Mrs. Jolly
Thomas, Naveen Kumar
Sharmaand, Shama Parveen.
They demonstrated self-
defense activities in emergency
situations with limited
resources. They also presented

welcome song and dances on
the stage.  The Principal Dr.
Chetna Sharma while address-
ing the students threw light on
the Scout and Guide basic rules.
Everyone present in the pro-
gramme commemorated Baden
Powell, the founder of Scout, for
his positive contribution and
also paid tribute to him. While
addressing the scouts and
guides, the chief guest said, ‘I
am highly honoured to be a part
of this great ceremony and it
gives a sense of security and
confidence to our spiritual con-
science’. He even appreciated
the teachers for being the guid-
ing light of these tender hearts.
Thus, the auspicious ceremony
ended with a vote of thanks by
Jolly Thomas (Incharge-Scout
and Guide). The successful
anchoring was done by Nadim
Parveen.

Diksha Ceremony of Scout
and Guide conducted 

 At DAV Public 
School Bacheli



Ayush Kumar received an annual
package of 48 lakh

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Feb 16: Ayush
Kumar son of Mr. Pradeep
Kumar, a student of B.tech,
Mechanical engineering
(2019-2023) at Guru Ghasidas
Vishwavidyalaya, Bilaspur
has bagged an annual pack-
age of AUD83793.79 equiva-
lent to 48 Lakh INR.

The offer given to him is
of a full-time permanent po-
sition of UI/UX Designer at
Camden College (Australia).
With the annual salary the

company is also
going to provide
him with other
benefits which in-
cludes medical
insurance, vaca-
tion time, acci-
dent insurance
and other bene-
fits. The student
will be joining
the company
after the completion of the
degree and will be placed in
Mohali, Punjab. The job
offer letter was sent to him

on 23rd January
2023, mentioning
all the details
and the compa-
ny's belief on
Ayush's skills
and experience
and their excite-
ment to have
him join their
team. Ayush
Kumar thanks

the entire school in engi-
neering and technology for
putting in so much effort.
The positivity and encour-

agement of the teachers
has helped him a lot and
have made him courageous
to dream big and achieve
them. He is thankful to the
Vice chancellor, Professor
Alok Kumar Chakrawal,
Registrar, Professor Manish
Shrivastava, & Dean of the
School of studies in
Engineering and
Technology Prof. T.V.
Arjunan and the entire
teaching staff for such a
wonderful learning envi-
ronment.

Div. Comm directs revenue 
officers to sort out pending cases

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Feb 16:
Divisional Commissioner
Dr Sanjay Alang conducted
inspection of Pendra Road
Tehsil andSDM office in
Gourella, Pendra, Marwahi
(GPM) district here on
Wednesday and took meet-
ing with the revenue offi-
cers. Dr Alang said that all
the revenue records should
be kept upto-date. The work
of villagers and farmers
should be done on time. On
this occasion he distributed
caste certificate to children
of backward primitive tribe
'Baiga' families.

Meeting the farmers and
villagers, he gave patient
hearing to their grievances
and directed the officers

present to resolve the same.
He also distributed symbol-
ically, 'rin-pustikas', Kh. B-1
and payment thru cheques
for assistance under RBC-6-
4 to few farmers. Dr Alang
directed the authorities to
complete the map division
work in three months time
and said that the main rea-
son behind quarrel, enemi-
ty among villages is related
to long pending revenue
cases and therefore it
should be sorted out within
stipulated time. The par-
ties, be it farmer or villager
should not be called for
hearing into the matter
quite often and many times.
On this occasion Collector
Priyanka Rishi Mahobia,
Dy Commissioner Akhilesh
Sahu, and all SDMs,
Tehsildars and Revenue of-
ficers from the Revenue de-
partment were present in
large number.

Punjab National Bank’s new ATM 
inaugurated at Koni branch

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Feb 16: Punjab
National Bank,
Chhattisgarh-Jharkhand
Zonal Head, V Srinivas
and Guru Ghasidas
Central University Vice
Chancellor, Alok
Chakrawal  jointly inau-
gurated the new ATM of
PNB at new premises of
Koni branch at Om
Plaza, Main Road, Koni.

On this occasion

Divisional Head Mr.
Milind Khankhoje, AGM
Shyam Verma,
Saubhagya Barik, Chief
Manager Vivek Sharma,
Kamal Kishore Jha,
Prashant Kumar, Kailash
Jha, Roopratan Singh,
Surendra Chawda, Ravi
Patnaik, Ravi Tandon,
Nagorao Pudke, Sukumar
Vishwas, large number of
customers and staff mem-
bers were present.

Successfully conduct-

ing the program, Lalit
Agarwal said that Vice-
Chancellor  Alok
Chakrawal, feliciated the
oldest and most respect-
ed customers of branch
Koni, Mr. Omprakash
Agarwal, Prof. SP Singh,
Prof. SVS Chauhan with
Shreefal at Koni branch
in air-conditioned prem-
ises with all the facilities.

Mr. Alok Chakrawal
while wishing for the
progress of Punjab
National said that his
first bank account was in
PNB only. He said that
during the recession,
banks of major coun-
tries failed. But India's
economy stood firmly be-
cause of nationalized
banks.

Zonal head Mr. V
Srinivas said that every
customer drawing regu-
lar salary from PNB can
take a personal loan of
up to Rs 10 lakh sitting at
home in just four clicks
from the PNB One app.
He has urged the general
public to contact the
nearest branch of PNB
to avail the above 
benefits.

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur/Raipur, Feb 16:
The 3rd West Asian
(President's Cup) Women's
Handball Championship
was organized in Amman,
Jordan from 07 to 14
February'2023. In this com-
petition, the Indian hand-
ball team performed bril-
liantly and won the first
place.

The winning team of
Indian Handball consisted
of total 06 women handball

players of Indian Railways,
including three women
handball players Niki,
Kajal and Meenu from
Raipur Division of South
East Central Railway.

Out of 16 players of the
Indian handball team par-
ticipating in this competi-
tion, 06 women players
were from Railways, which
included 03 players from

South East Central
Railway, 02 players from
Northern Railway and 01
player from South Central
Railway.

In this championship,
the Indian team won all the
six matches and finished
first in the points table, on
the basis of which the
Indian team won the title.
These players of South
East Central Railway
played an important role in
this victory of the Indian
team.

Sports and sportspersons
have always been encour-
aged by Indian Railways as
well as South East Central
Railway. The result of this
is that today these three
players have brought lau-
rels to the country as well
as the South East Central
Railway. Along with this,
other players of South
Eastern Railway have also

left their mark in various
national and international
competitions.

The General Manager,
South East Central Railway
and officials and fellow
players/employees have
congratulated the Indian
Railways Handball team
and the players and coach-
es of South East Central
Railway involved in it for
their excellent perform-
ance and achievement.

Bilaspur district sets a record by
procuring max amount of paddy 

Central Chronicle News

BBiillaassppuurr,,  FFeebb  1166::  After the
completion of paddy procure-
ment work on January 31, 2023
for the Kharif marketing year
2022-23, Bilaspur district has
created a  record in the state
by lifting the maximum
amount of paddy in the entire

district with zero percent
shortage. It is noteworthy that
a total of 51,3000.16 metric
tonnes of paddy was procured
in 138 procurement centers in
the district this year, which
was lifted by 131 millers within
15 days of completion of paddy
procurement directly from the
committees. Collector Saurabh

Kumar and all departments,
Markfed, Cooperative,
Cooperative Bank, Food,
Revenue, Land Records con-
tributed significantly in this
paddy procurement campaign.
This is the first time in the his-
tory of Bilaspur district that
this work was completed be-
fore the deadline.

Work order issued for
night landing facility

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Feb 16: Director
Aviation Department NN
Ekka and Collector
Saurabh Kumar informed
that they conducted in-
spection of Bilasa Devi
Kenwat Airport,
Chakarbhata, Bilsapur
here on Wednesday.
Holding a combined meet-
ing with the Airport's
management and PWD of-
ficers, duo conducted re-
view of the progress made.

PWD officers in the
meeting informed that
work order has been is-
sued to develop basic infra-
structure at the airport for
night-landing of

Aeroplanes and the work
will be starting from to-
morrow. They informed
that the facility is being
upgraded in the form of 3
CIFR Facility. At present
there is 3 CVFR facility
available in the Airport.

The officers informed
that under the night land-
ing facility, the airstrip of
the Airport will be
widened and drainage will
be constructed. Watch
Tower, CCR Room will be

made. E&M department
will provide lighting facili-
ty for night landing.

In the meeting, discus-
sions for new terminal
building and Apron exten-
sion were also held. On
this occasion Airport
Director N Viren Singh,
EE PWD BL Kapse, EE
E&M MN Toppo, SDO NS
Baghel, SDO Aditya
Shukla, Sub-Engineer Jai
Shukla and Umang
Gouraha were present.

49 stations of SECR to be revamped 
Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur/Raipur, Feb 16:
Every day lakhs of passen-
gers travel to their destina-
tions in Indian Railways.
Indian Railways is contin-
uously striving to provide
better facilities with safe
and comfortable travel ex-
perience to the railway
passengers.

In line with this, the
Ministry of Railways has
prepared a new policy for
the modernization of sta-
tions called "Amrit Bharat
Station" scheme. Under
the Amrit Bharat Station
Scheme, a long-term ap-
proach has been taken to
envisage the development
of railway stations.

It is based on the prepa-
ration of a long-term mas-
ter plan according to the
needs of the stations and

the implementation of the
elements of the master
plan. A total of 1275 sta-
tions in the country have
been identified under the
Amrit Bharat Station
Scheme, including 49 sta-
tions of the South East
Central Railway.

These stations of South
East Central Railway are
Bhatapara, Bhilai Power
House, Tilda Newra,
Bilha, Bhilai, Balod, Dalli
R a j a h a r a ,
B h a n u p r a t a p p u r ,
Hathband, Sarona,

Maroda, Mandir Hassaud,
Urkura, Nipania, Bhilai
Nagar, Raipur, Durg,
R a j n a n d g a o n ,
Dongargarh, Raigarh,
Baradwar, Champa, Naila,
Akaltara, Korba, Uslapur,
Pendra Road,
Baikunthpur Road,
Ambikapur, Bilaspur,
Gondia, Itwari, Kampti,
Amgaon, Bhandara Road,
Tumsar Road, Vadsa,
Chandafort, Mandala Fort,
Balaghat, Nainpur, It in-
cludes Chhindwara,
Siwani, Anuppur,

Shahdol, Umaria, Bijuri,
Brajrajnagar, Belpahar.

The objective of Amrit
Bharat Station Scheme is
to prepare a master plan
for enhancing the mini-
mum essential facilities
among other facilities at
railway stations. This mas-
ter plan will be imple-
mented in a phased man-
ner with a target.

The needs of the stake-
holders have also been
taken into consideration
in this scheme. Along with
the introduction of new fa-

cilities at the station, old
facilities will also be up-
graded under this scheme.

Indian Railways will try
to improve all the impor-
tant aspects under the
Amrit Bharat Station"
scheme, which mainly pro-
poses to upgrade the pas-
senger facilities as per the
need in various stations.

Improvements in pas-
senger facilities mainly in-
clude access roads to sta-
tions in separate stations,
development of gates and
station premises, platform
shelters, LED signboards
at stations, adequate light-
ing cafeterias in station
premises, local art and cul-
ture at stations as per re-
quirement.

Beautification, CCTV
cameras, disabled friendly
toilets, space for parcels,
marking of suitable places
for offices located at sta-
tions, signage, CCTV etc.
will be done under this
scheme.
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Gives patient hearing to
grievances of farmers

Under Amrit Bharat
Station Yojana

To be developed at
Bilasa Devi Kenwat
Airport Chakarbhata,
Bilaspur

Indian team emerged victorious 
In the 3rd West Asian
(President’s Cup)
Women's Handball
C’ship
Three women players
from SECR Raipur
Division were in the
winning Indian team 

SECR Raipur players
The winning team of

Indian Handball con-
sisted of total 06 women
handball players of
Indian Railways, includ-
ing three women hand-
ball players Niki, Kajal
and Meenu from Raipur
Division of South East
Central Railway.

Ayush Kumar



PROTEST RALLY

People from the Sarna community play traditional drums during a protest demanding recognition of the ‘Sarna’
religion, in Ranchi, Thursday. 

RELIGIOUS PROCESSION

Monks of Bharat Sevashram Sangha charitable organisation participate in a religious procession to mark sangha
founder Swami Pranavananda’s birth anniversary, ahead of Maha Shivratri, in Kolkata, Thursday.
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Shot dead
 Ramgarh: An AJSU

Party leader was shot
dead by unidentified
gunmen in by-poll
bound Ramgarh of
Jharkhand, police said
on Thursday. Manoj
Munda (32) was a block
vice-president of the
party in Patratu block
of Ramgarh district,
the police said. He was
gunned down on
Wednesday night at
Amjharia village,
about 65 km from
Ranchi, when Munda
was watching the tradi-
tional cock fight in the
village, the police said.

Fire 
 New Delhi: A fire

broke out Thursday
afternoon at Vithal
Bhai Patel House in
Lutyens’ Delhi, offi-
cials said. No one was
reported injured.
According to a fire of-
ficial, the fire had
sparked in household
items. Four fire ten-
ders were rushed to
the spot after the inci-
dent was reported at
2.52 pm.

Relief material 
 New Delhi: A group

of volunteers from
Bengaluru has sent re-
lief material for the
earthquake victims of
Turkiye and Syria via
the Turkish embassy
in New Delhi. More
than 1,000 blankets to
the Embassy of
Turkey and a mone-
tary donation to the
Embassy of Syria
were sent on
Wednesday by the vol-
unteers, in association
with Aarogya Seva, an
international humani-
tarian aid agency, and
Vananam Ventures.

Send-off
 Shimla: “Taking the

wealth of love from
Himachal Pradesh,”
outgoing governor
Rajendra Vishwanath
Arlekar said on
Thursday at his
farewell here. Arlekar
has recently been ap-
pointed the governor
of Bihar, while former
minister of state for fi-
nance Shiv Pratap
Shukla will take his
place in the hill state.

Quit
 Jammu: Senior AAP

leader Harsh Dev
Singh on Thursday re-
signed as the chair-
man of its Jammu and
Kashmir unit and quit
the party’s primary
membership, citing
personal reasons.
Singh had joined the
Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) in Delhi on May
7, 2022 in the presence
of senior party lead-
ers. He was the chair-
man of the J-K
National Panthers
Party before that.

Recover
 New Delhi: The CBI

has recovered over Rs
3 crore during search-
es at four locations in
Delhi-NCR in connec-
tion with an ongoing
probe against a call
centre allegedly in-
volved in cheating US-
citizens, officials said
on Thursday.

A folk artist performs during
the inauguration of ‘Aadi

Mahotsav’ - National Tribal
Festival, at Major Dhyan

Chand National Stadium, in
New Delhi, Thursday.

Thiruvananthapuram,
Feb 16 (PTI): Senior
Congress leader and
Wayanad MP Rahul
Gandhi has sent a letter to
Kerala Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan seeking
a probe into the circum-
stances surrounding the
death of a tribal man in
the state recently.

He wanted the state gov-
ernment to order an im-
partial enquiry regarding
the lapses, if any, in the
present police investiga-
tion related to the death of
Vishwanathan (46), who
was found hanging near
Kozhikode medical col-
lege.

In the letter, Gandhi also
requested the CM to grant
the man’s family ex-gratia
compensation and a job
for one of its members on
humanitarian grounds.

The man was found
hanging near the medical

college hospital at
Kozhikode on February 11,
where his wife was admit-
ted for delivery. “I request
you to kindly initiate a
probe into the circum-
stances surrounding the
death of Vishwanathan
and order an impartial en-
quiry regarding the lapses
in investigation, if any,”
he said.

Gandhi, who had
reached his constituency
early this week, visited the
house of the tribal man in
Wayanad and consoled his
family members, who al-
leged it was not a case of
suicide and there were in-
jury marks on his body.

They had claimed that
Vishwanathan was at-
tacked by a mob, accusing
him of stealing. The
Congress leader, in the let-

ter, explained that the man
was found hanging just a
few days after welcoming
his first child and what
was meant to be a joyous
occasion for the family has
turned into a life-long
tragedy.

“I met Vishwanathan’s
distraught family, and
they have demanded a de-
tailed investigation into
the matter. They also re-
quested for a re-post-
mortem. They expressed
their anguish regarding
the hurry with which the
post-mortem was conduct-
ed,” he said.

Gandhi pointed out that
his family had rejected the
police report which states
that Vishwanathan died
by suicide and suspect foul
play in the matter.

The tribal man’s family,
especially his new-born
child, deserves justice, he
added.

Rahul demands probe
into tribal man’s death

 Writes to Kerala CM

Srinagar, Feb 16 (PTI): 

Pradesh Congress
Committee (PCC) presi-
dent Vikar Rasool Wani on
Thursday said the Centre
should immediately re-
store statehood to Jammu
and Kashmir and hold
Assembly polls here.

He also accused the rul-
ing Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) at the Centre
of creating “dictatorship”
in Jammu and Kashmir.

“We demand immediate
restoration of statehood to
Jammu and Kashmir and
holding of Assembly
polls,” Wani told reporters
at the PCC headquarters
here. The PCC chief, how-
ever, said National
Conference (NC) president
Farooq Abdullah has
“rightly said that they
(government) have no in-

tention of restoring state-
hood” to the Union
Territory. “The BJP has
created dictatorship here.
People are being harassed
and intimidated in the
name of bulldozers or the
Public Safety Act. Anyone
who raises his voice is
threatened with arrest,”
he alleged. Wani said
while Jammu and
Kashmir is already reeling

under acute unemploy-
ment, the government is
adding to the woes of peo-
ple through demolitions
and evictions under the
garb of retrieving state
land. “For example, in
Ramban, the administra-
tion has sealed 60 shops. It
means 120 people have lost
their livelihood. Today,
Jammu and Kashmir is
number one in unemploy-
ment. “The people of
Jammu and Kashmir are
being pushed into poverty.
They are bringing down
the price of horticulture
produce, which has forced
some growers to throw
their apples into the river
or they did not pick the
fruit at all. The grower
says the price has been
lowered to such an extent
that the production cost is
much more than the re-
turns,” the Congress
leader said.

Cong demands immediate
restoration of statehood

Vikar Rasool Wani

 To J&K Lucknow, Feb 16 (PTI): 

The Superintendent of a
government-run chil-
dren’s home here was sus-
pended after the death of
four infants in the last five
days, allegedly due to cold,
officials said on Thursday.

A magisterial inquiry
has been ordered into the
deaths and Kinshuk
Tripathi, the superinten-
dent of the home, issued a
show-cause notice,
District Probation Officer
Vikash Singh said.

Four infants reportedly
died of cold between
February 10-14 at the chil-
dren’s home located on
Prag Narayan road.

Women and child devel-
opment minister Baby
Rani Maurya disputed the
allegation as “totally
false.” Maurya, in a state-
ment, said that the infants
were underweight and suf-

fering from fever as well as
Thalassemia and were un-
dergoing treatment at dif-
ferent hospitals.

The district administra-
tion has also rejected the
media reports which at-
tributed the deaths to cold.
It said the exact reason for
the deaths could only be
ascertained after the
probe report.

The children’s home,
run by the state Women’s
Welfare department, nurs-
es destitute infants and
children up to the age of
10. The home currently
has 75 inmates.

Vikash Singh told PTI
that four inmates had died
in the course of medical
treatment at King George
Medical college.

All four were aged be-
tween 1.5 months to 5
months, he said, adding,
the post mortem reports
are yet to come.

Four infants die of
‘cold’ at children home 

Minister disputes allegation
Kochi, Feb 16 (PTI): 

The Enforcement
Directorate (ED), which
has been probing the al-
leged violation of the
Foreign Contribution
(Regulations) Act in con-
nection with the Kerala
government’s Life Mission
project, on Thursday sum-
moned a chartered ac-
countant (CA), as part of
the investigation. The
agency has started interro-
gating the CA, who has
been associated with M
Sivasankar, the former
principal secretary of
Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan, ED sources said.
A special court here had
on Wednesday sent
Sivasankar to five-day ED
custody in connection with
alleged violation of the
FCRA in the Life Mission
project at Wadakkanchery
in Thrissur district of
Kerala. The CA had al-

legedly helped Swapna
Suresh, a key accused in
the gold smuggling case, to
open a bank locker to keep
the commission received
from the project. The CBI
had in 2020 filed an FIR in
a Kochi court under
Section 120 B of the IPC
and Section 35 of the
Foreign Contribution
(Regulation) Act (FCRA),
2010 on a complaint by the
then Wadakancherry
Congress MLA, Anil
Akkara, listing Santosh
Eappen, Managing
Director of Unitac Builder,
Kochi as the first accused
and Sane Ventures as the
second accused. The two
companies had undertak-
en the construction based
on the agreement entered
with them by Red
Crescent, an international
humanitarian movement,
which had agreed to pro-
vide Rs 20 crore towards
the Life Mission project.

LIFE MISSION CASE

ED interrogates 
chartered accountant 

Itanagar, Feb 16 (PTI): 

Lt Gen Kaiwalya
Trivikram Parnaik was
sworn-in as the governor
of Arunachal Pradesh in a
simple ceremony at the
Darbar Hall of Raj
Bhawan here.

Justice Nani Tagia,
judge of Gauhati High
Court administered the
oath of office to Parnaik,
who is the 20th governor
of the north eastern state.

Chief Minister Pema
Khandu, his cabinet col-
leagues, MLAs and high
ranking civil and police of-
ficials were present at the
swearing-in programme.

Lt Gen Parnaik re-
placed Brig (Retd) Dr B D
Mishra, who has been
posted as Lt Governor of
the union territory of
Ladakh.

Mishra had been the
governor of the state on

October 3, 2017.
Born on June 28, 1953,

Lt Gen Parnaik had
served as commander of
the Army’s prestigious
Northern Command.

He was commissioned
into the Rajputana Rifles
on March 31, 1972 and
commanded its 2nd battal-
ion in Rajasthan sector
and in Jammu and
Kashmir, a Raj Bhawan
communique said. On
January 26, 2003, Parnaik

was awarded the Yudh
Seva Medal for his com-
mand of an infantry
brigade during the 2001-
2002 India Pakistan stand-
off. He attended the
National Defence College
in 2004 as part of the 44th
course.

Promoted to the rank of
the major general,
Parnaik was appointed as
General Officer
Commanding (GoC) of 17
Mountain Division in
Sikkim. He later com-
manded the Indian
Military Training Team
(IMTRAT) in Bhutan. In
2009, Parnaik was promot-
ed to the rank of
Lieutenant General and
appointed GoC of IV
Corps in Tezpur. After a
year-long tenure, he
moved to Army headquar-
ter as the Director
General Perspective
Planning, it said.

Lt Gen Parnaik sworn-in as Arunachal Guv

Puducherry, Feb 16 (PTI): 

Puducherry Chief
Minister N Rangasamy on
Thursday said the Union
Territory is set to emerge
as most developed region
soon and steps are being
taken to develop all sec-
tors.

Handing over monthly
assistance to senior citi-
zens and those belonging
to the Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes at a
function here, he said,
“The AINRC-Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) coali-
tion government in
Puducherry has expedit-
ed several schemes to en-
sure adequate infrastruc-
ture.”

“The schemes which
were ignored during the
previous regime were
now being expeditiously
implemented and
Puducherry would soon

emerge as developed
Union Territory,” he said.

Taking a dig at the pre-
vious Congress govern-
ment for ‘ignoring devel-
opment of roads,’ the
Chief Minister said of the
280 km stretch which
were battered by rains,
the present government
has repaired 120 km so far.

“Very soon, the remain-

ing roads would be re-
paired,” he added.
Rangasamy said that with
the cooperation of the
NDA government at the
Centre, the territorial ad-
ministration was imple-
menting several welfare
schemes covering stu-
dents, senior citizens and
downtrodden.

“Students in Class IX
would be given bicycles in
the next few days and lap-
tops would also be distrib-
uted free of cost to them
before the commence-
ment of the budget ses-
sion of the territorial as-
sembly in March,” he
said.

“My government is
keen that no section of
people should be left high
and dry and welfare
schemes evolved by the
administration would
reach out to all sections of
people,” he said.

‘Pondy to emerge as most developed UT soon’

N Rangasamy

AAhhmmeeddaabbaadd,,  FFeebb  1166  ((PPTTII))::
Congress MLA and Dalit leader
Jignesh Mevani on Thursday
demanded probe by a Special
Investigation Team (SIT) into
the death of a student of the
Indian Institute of Technology
Bombay to find out whether it
was a case of murder, caste
discrimination or ragging.
After meeting the Ahmedabad-
based family members of
Darshan Solanki (18), who
allegedly committed suicide by
jumping off the seventh floor of
a IIT hostel building on Sunday,
Mevani said the Dalit commu-
nity suspects it to be a case of
murder, caste discrimination
or ragging. The Congress
leader from Gujarat said the
Dalit community has given a
call for a nationwide candle
march on February 19 in sup-
port of Solanki, who was a
first-year student of BTech
(chemical) course. A Mumbai
Police team visited Solanki’s

house here on Thursday to
record the statements of his
family members in connection
with his death. Mevani said,
“Darshan’s father Ramesh
Solanki told me that he was not
even allowed to see the face of
his dead son when he went
there to collect the body. He
was told different things over
phone by the institute, and the
IIT Bombay professors told dif-
ferent stories. The entire issue
appears suspicious.”

Mevani demands SIT probe
into IITB student’s death

New Delhi, Feb 16 (PTI): 

Book chronicling the life
of General Bipin Rawat,
India’s first Chief of
Defence Staff, will release
on his 66th birth anniver-
sary on March 16, an-
nounced Penguin Random
House India (PRHI) on
Thursday.

Published under
Penguin’s ‘Veer’ imprint,
the compelling biography
is reconstructed from in-
terviews with General
Rawat’s closest family
members and friends, in-
cluding his daughters, for-
mer chief of army staff
General MM Naravane,
and wife of Brigadier LS
Lidder. General Rawat, his
wife Madhulika Rawat
and 12 other military per-

sonnel including Lidder
were killed in a helicopter
crash near Coonoor in
Tamil Nadu on December
8, 2021. The book is written
by Rachna Bisht Rawat,
author of several books on
Indian Armed forces, in-
cluding “Shoot, Dive, Fly:
Stories Of Grit And
Adventure from the Indian
Army” (2017) and “Kargil:
Untold Stories from the
War” (2019).

“I would like to ask his
strongest critics to read
this book. They will then
realize that he lived his life
by the same rules that he
applied to others. He
might have had his flaws,
and who doesn’t, but fact
is that he was honest,
straight forward, kind,
fearless and believed in
doing what he felt was
right for his country.

Biography of late CDS General
Bipin Rawat to hit stands 

 Next month



CENTRAL CHRONICLE, BILASPUR, FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 17,  2023

Suva (Fiji), Feb 16 (PTI):

External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar on
Thursday described Fiji as
an important partner of
India and said that he has
conveyed to the Fijian
leadership that New Delhi
has very substantial inter-
ests in the strategic Indo-
Pacific region.

Addressing the Indian
community in Suva,
Jaishankar said that he
had a detailed discussion
with Fijian Prime
Minister Sitiveni
Ligamamada Rabuka
about the future of India-
Fiji relations.

“The message I brought
to him from Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
was that India’s interests
in the Indo-Pacific are
very substantial. Whether
you look at it as economic,
political, security, technol-
ogy or trade interest,” he
said.

Jaishankar is on a three-
day visit to the South
Pacific archipelago nation
to attend the 12th World
Hindi Conference current-
ly being held here.

He also thanked the gov-
ernment of Fiji for part-
nering with India for the
conference and said that
“we were honoured by the
presence of Fijian presi-
dent Wiliame Katonivere
and the Fijian-Indian com-
munity at the event”.

Jaishankar said, “When
we look at the Indo-Pacific,
we certainly see Fiji as a
very important partner
with whom we have a his-
toric link.”

The Indo-Pacific is a bio-
geographic region, com-
prising the Indian Ocean
and the western and cen-
tral Pacific Ocean, includ-
ing the South China Sea.

The US, India and sever-
al other world powers have
been talking about the

need to ensure a free, open
and thriving Indo-Pacific
in the backdrop of China’s
rising military manoeu-
vring in the resource-rich
region.

“The challenge for us, as
two governments, is how
do we refresh this relation-
ship and make it more up
to date and how do we ad-
dress the issues which
may have arisen especially
in the last three years,” he
said, apparently referring
to China’s aggressive
moves in the region.

The two leaders also dis-
cussed ways to expand the
development partnership
between the two countries.

The External Affairs
minister also said that the
Fijian-Indian community
and their contributions
are valued and the Fijian
government is “keen on
upgrading the relation-
ship between the two
countries and intensifying
cooperation.”

Fiji important partner of India 
in Indo-Pacific: Jaishankar

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar meets Prime Minister
of Fiji Sitiveni Rabuka, in Suva, Fiji, Thursday, Feb. 16.

MISS MINI CARNIVAL BEAUTY

Eliary Matos, 8, is crowned the winner during the Miss Mini Carnival beauty pageant that is part of pre-carnival
celebrations in the main plaza of La Guaira, Venezuela.

LLaahhoorree,,  FFeebb  1166  ((PPTTII))::

At least two people were killed
and nine injured in a blast inside
a passenger train in Pakistan’s
Punjab province on Thursday,
according to media reports.
The explosion occurred inside
the Jaffar Express when it was
on its way to Rawalpindi from
Quetta, officials said. According
to The Express Tribune newspa-
per, police sources said the
blast happened inside the
washroom of the passenger
train when it reached
Chichawatni, a district in the
province. Confirming the
injuries and casualties, Pakistan
Railways spokesperson Babar
Ali said the nature of the blast
was yet to be determined, the
Dawn newspaper reported.
Multan Deputy Superintendent
Hammad Hasan said a team
from the counter-terrorism
department has arrived at the
spot and is collecting evidence.

“As soon as we get some infor-
mation, we will share it with the
media,” the newspaper quoted
him as saying. 

2 killed, 6 injured in train
blast in Pakistan’s Punjab

Charleston (US), Feb 16 (AP):

In announcing her cam-
paign for the Republican
presidential nomination
this week, Nikki Haley
made a subtle reference to
the historic nature of her
candidacy. “I don’t put up
with bullies,” Haley said
in a video that launched
her bid to become the first
female president of the
US. “And when you kick
back, it hurts them more if
you’re wearing heels.”

Haley has plenty of ac-
complishments, including
becoming the first woman
elected governor of South
Carolina and representing
the US at the United
Nations. But her introduc-
tion captured the balanc-
ing act women particular-
ly conservative women
often navigate as they as-
pire to win the top job in
American politics. They
must show toughness to
prove they can compete
against rivals who are al-
most always men for a job
that has only been held by
men. But there’s also
something of an invisible
line that can’t be crossed
for fear of being viewed as
too tough and repelling
voters. “We’ve seen higher

levels of Republican
women running and win-
ning in recent elections,”
said Kelly Dittmar, direc-
tor of research and a
scholar at the Centre for
American Women and
Politics at Rutgers
University. “But what you
also see these women often
doing is working hard to
meet that double bind.

... It’s like, I’m tough,

but I’m also feminine. I’m
also meeting my kind of
feminine expectations.’”

Sexism in politics is
hardly limited to one polit-
ical party, with women in
public life often under

pressure to appear “lik-
able” in ways that aren’t
expected of men.

During a Democratic
primary debate in 2008, a
male moderator pressed
Hillary Clinton on the “lik-
ability issue” in relation to
her rival, Barack Obama.

“I don’t think I’m that
bad,” Clinton responded.
Obama broke in to say,
“You’re likable enough,
Hillary.”

More recently, promi-
nent Democratic women
have also sought to project
toughness in their cam-
paigns. Sharice Davids, a
former mixed martial arts
fighter, sparred in a 2018
ad for a Kansas congres-
sional seat. Amy McGrath,
who challenged Senate
Republican leader Mitch
McConnell in 2020, high-
lighted her experience as a
Marine fighter pilot.

But the dynamics are
different, Dittmar said, in
Republican politics, where
voters tend to have more
traditional views about
stereotypical gender roles.

Haley’s candidacy shows 
balancing act for women in politics



R ecently was part of a discussion
on child abuse cases worldwide

and specifically in India and what was
surprising was the fact that it is not just
limited to the weaker part of the socie-
ty but rampant throughout spectrum
and furthermore not just for weaker
sex (what they prefer to say, though I
disagree) but its gender neutral and
enough data available to support this.

Incidentally, POSCO Act 2012 com-
pleted its decade long journey and a re-
port by NGO, “JALDI” titled “A decade
of POSCO ? studied 2.3 lakh cases from
Feb 2012 & 2022 (over 47000 cases
where registered in 2020 only) with
over 1.5 lakh pending cases. A study by
ministry of woman and child develop-
ment, 2007, found that 50.67% of chil-
dren surveyed have faced one or other
form of child abuse, with boys outnum-
bering girls (probably due to under re-
porting, social stigma etc.)

Conviction rates remained abysmal-
ly low with around one conviction for
every 3 acquittals. Majority reported
cases being of penetrative sexual as-
sault (More than 50%).   

Any child abuse put serious trauma
on kids and a lifelong scar in his/her
personality. Growing up children al-
ways has this in back of their minds
and will treat everyone with distrust
and doubt. Probably, worse than what
we were as foragers or hunter- gather-
ers. 

Incidentally, in most of the cases,
accused is known to the victims. This
further diminishes kid’s radius of trust
in society.

This is an attempt to analyse whole
issue from a different perspective.

Can a mentally distorted person be
allowed to reshape one’s entire per-
spective about society and trust.

Can a morally bankrupt be allowed
to make someone live with guilt and
trauma for entire life.

Can a sadist be entitled to alter the
course of a happy, jubilant and outgo-
ing kid into that of depression, anxiety
and constant fear. 

Can a looser be given power to
crush the springing endless opportuni-
ties that a child is blessed with.

Answer must be “NO”
NO, we can’t have a society wherein

any individual with moral bankruptcy
be allowed to ruin someone’s life or to
leave a dark memory to haunt through-
out the life.

NO, we can’t have a situation where
one suffers for eternityfor the sins of
someone who don’t even remembers
what he has done and their feel-good
hormones drops down.

Pertinent question which need to be
addressed by the society as a whole is
how and why and how a ‘skin to skin
contact’ could transform into sadistic
pleasure for one but a trauma and end-
less nights without sleep for other.
Who made this rule and why, wherein
one who most of the time was not even
aware of why something happened to
them has to carry the burden of the
fallout for life.

WWhhyy  tthhee  oonnuuss  ttoo  ccaarrrryy  tthhee  gguuiilltt  rreesstt
oonn  tthhee  vviiccttiimmss??

This is even worse than the dracon-
ian laws of primitive society ie. an eye
for an eye and blood for blood because
at least the account there gets closed
unlike here where there are frequent
revisits of the act in the minds of vic-
tims throughout life.

Obviously, answer to these ques-
tions are not readily available for refer-
ence. 

May be it’s the male dominated psy-
che wherein girls were more of an
asset and so kept guarded. They were
akin to commodities for barter to build
ties between tribes by marriages or
simply giving them and so their being
pure and untouched mattered a lot.
Virginity also got its credit from
this,coz a commodity is worth its puri-
ty.

May be from this misclassification of
“UNTOUCHED” that the “TOUCH” got
so much recognition and undue impor-
tance. May be this got engrained so
deeply in psyche that we still see at-
tempts being made to gain proximity
and touch in a crowded place, be it bus
or queue in shopping mall. 

And the issue again is why a “skin to
skin” contact by an intruder with an
unware kid or an over powered adoles-

cent be assigned so much detrimental
value so as to ruin their entire life.

Isn’t this unfair on the part of society
today to carry on with the primitive
concept about male-female interac-
tion.

Myths and superstition are changing
and so should be the detrimental belief
systems on this issue needs rethinking. 

A child must be made aware of the
fact that personal space is their diktat
and no one has the authority to breach
that without their consent. At the same
time, any breach can’t make child re-
sponsible for it by any means and they
owe no onus for the act either physical-
ly or mentally. Its pity “theft” of per-
sonal space which needs to be high-
lighted, reported and brought to logical
end but no carryover of the incident for
life and be treated like any theft. 

Virginity is no longer a taboo and
not even discussed among youth these
days. It’s no longer a looked after trait
for life partner as male-female interac-
tion are at entirely different level now
as what they used to be. This has taken
well with the society at large too. 

The transition from saree to skirt or
minis was not easy, fast or unnoticed.
But this happened and now a skirt does
not cause eye to shift or heads to roll
that much as they were in past. Society
at large has accepted the change and
respect the desire of a section to dress
as per their wish. 

A paradigm shift is needed in this in-
teraction too. Onus of act and guilt
should shift from victims to the offend-
er.  It is possible by downgrading it’s to
value to a pity “theft of space” for the
child. 

Kids be told to treat it like any other
contact and move on. Its value and
weightage has to be lowered at par
with its moral level – that is, at the bot-
tom most. No one is authorised to take
away the peace of anyone for his fault
in controlling his emotions and hor-
mones; nor the child should suffer for
others fault.

A shift in perceiving these act is re-
quired to take people out of these trau-
ma for life. Kids must know and under-
stand that an accident is an accident
and is to be taken as an accident.
Unintended and unforeseen on their
part and so no accountability on them.
It’s like an argument or physical fight in
school which is reported, action taken
and then forgotten for kids are respon-
sible for their act only and owe nothing
for the failure of others. 

Consider a road rage case. Two peo-
ple enter into an argument and then
into a scuffle. The person at the receiv-
ing end suffers blows and eventually
surrenders. But what are the chances
of the fact that this experience of his
will turn into a trauma or that there-

after he will never drive again. Despite
blows and overpowering physically
that too in much exposed environment,
the incident will fade away probably in
months or year and the person will be
back again. This is because society has
assigned it a low significance value.

The likelihood of a road rage event
transforming a personality remain sub-
stantially low despite similar ‘skin to
skin contact’ and breach of personal
space because no value was assigned
to it and was treated as trivial.

WWhhoo  iiss  aatt  mmoorree  ffaauulltt  hheerree??

UUnnaawwaarree  cchhiilldd  ccaann’’tt  bbee  ffoorr  ssuurree..  
A loose lower life causing the act is

definitely the easy pointer to end the
discussion. But at deeper level of reali-
sation, it’s the society, parent, peers
who are responsible for the guilt and
trauma of sufferer. The pity shown by
them and the sympathies rendered
gave this act a demonic scale. It’s not
that it’s a casual thing or is supposed to
discarded loosely, but the point here is
whether the pity or sympathies have
really helped the sufferer by even an
iota.

IInn  ffaacctt,,  tthheeyy  ddiidd  jjuusstt  tthhee  ooppppoossiittee..
They inprinted the act further firmly

in the minds of the sufferer to keep re-
visiting till death. This response or the
fear of being seen as pity, prevented
victims to share and are often black-
mailed too. This is a vicious cycle and
the trap is laid. While a wounded sol-
dier, holding his ground is termed a
Warrior and offered highest regards
which he truly deserves, a rape/molest
victim fighting  their case in courts is
looked down. Best she can gets are
words of consolations.

WWhhaatt  iiss  tthhee  ddiiffffeerreennccee  bbeettwweeeenn
aabboovvee  ttwwoo  ccaasseess??

Both represent courage of highest
order. Difference is in their recognition
by society. Time is changing and so
should the norms.

Least we could do for the survivors
fighting their cases is to stand up in
their honour. Just stand up on seeing
them and make them feel confident of
what they are doing. Let the message
be given to them that it’s not your fault;
we know this and we are with you.

This simple gesture of standing up
will do wonder. It will give what’s most
needed by them. Their Self-Respect.
And as more and more voices will rise,
conviction rates will improve and cases
will go down fearing conviction. 

Soch badalni hogi coz a section of
society is suffering badly.

((BBhhaavveesshh  ppaannddee  iiss  cchhiieeff  EEnnggiinneeeerr  iinn
RRaaiillwwaayyss  aanndd  pprreesseennttllyy  iinnvvoollvveedd  iinn  ccoonn--

ssttrruuccttiioonn  ooff  nneeww  lliinnee  iinn  nnaaxxaall  aaffffeecctteedd
BBaassttaarr  rreeggiioonn  ooff  CCGG..  CCaann  bbee  rreeaacchheedd  aatt

bbhhaavveesshhppaannddee22001166@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm))
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Early detection 
of Cancer

Northeast which is infa-
mously known as the
Cancer Capital of India is
seeing a rise in cancer
cases which is alarming,
to say the least. The num-
ber of new cases will see a
new high by 2025, accord-
ing to a report published
by ICMR. Timely detec-
tion of cancer can go a
long way in reducing this
burden. People in India
tend to ignore small
changes in their body if it
is not troubling them
which later turn out to be
cancer of some kind. So
we should listen to our
body if it is trying to tell
us something which is
foreign to its understand-
ing and is asking for our
help to help get rid of it.
Unusual weight loss, fre-
quent fevers, and unusual
bumps in the body all can
be symptoms of cancer
that should never be ig-
nored. People in India
generally do not like to go
to the doctor but people in
countries like the US and
the UK go through a full
body checkup once a year
because of which their
early cancer detection
rate is much healthier
than India's. Health is the
biggest wealth, we must
not let cancer rob us of
this wealth.
Noopur Baruah, Tezpur 

No more chances
India was the 7th worst-

hit country due to ex-
treme air pollution and
extreme rainfall in 2021
and it’s only been getting
worse every year.We ’re
racing towards further
and further climate disas-
ters and we need to pull
the chainnow.Though we
hoped it would not reach
this point, climate wis-
dom has constantly ad-
vised us about the deadly
consequences of climate
change. But we ’ve caught
the malefactor red- hand-
ed. The grim burning of
fossil energies for energy
and transportation has
turned our metropolises
in to poisonous gascham-
bers.In 2022, India was set
up to be home to of the
world’s 10 most business-
congested metropolises.
According to reports over
two lakh Indians died
from air pollution last
time but this could have
been prevented.Through
the Detox City crusade,
we're working to impact
the transportation sys-
tems across India, over
the coming many years.
However, we can demand
better structure- better
public transport, further
green spaces, If further
citizens borrow sustain-
able transportation.
Eventually, these small
but significant conduct
will restate into metropo-
lises that are cleaner,
healthier, more equal and
accessible to all citizens.
We're losing precious
time in the fight for a safe
and healthy future. No
more chances left to take
action and change the
course of our earth.

VijayKumar H K,
Raichur, Karnataka 
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BHAVESH PANDE

Models of Russian fighter aircrafts on display during the fourth day of Aero India 2023 at Yelahanka Air base, in Bengaluru,
Thursday, Feb. 16.

AERO INDIA 2023

U pgradation and modernization are the hallmarks of any army
in the world. Presently, GoI has everything in mind and they

are taking every step to keep our army’s numero uno status. Rafale
advanced fighters were purchased, the LCA Tejas was also induct-
ed, an indigenous helicopter manufacturing plant was inaugurated,
and work on the Tejas Mark II was already underway, as was re-
search into stealth aircraft. The thrust is on “Make in India” to not
only save billions of dollars of precious foreign exchange but to re-
move dependency on any foreign country in case of any eventuali-
ty. From armoured vehicles to the latest automatic firearms to
tanks, every effort is being made to indigenously develop and man-
ufacture warfare material. Night vision devices, anti-drone technol-
ogy, the latest radars, and transport planes to carry even tanks-
each requirement of the forces has been kept in mind and pro-
cured. Drones are the latest weapons that have changed the mean-
ing of modern warfare. Drones can perform any task, from surveil-
lance to arms carrying to attacks on advanced enemy positions or
installations. There is no need to send teams of soldiers to physical-
ly check the movement of the enemy; all can be done by surveil-
lance drones. Keeping in view the importance of drones in modern
warfare, the GoI has also procured drones for all three wings of the
forces, each capable of covering a distance of 50 km and carrying a
payload of 1 kg to 5 kg. Kamikaze drones with a 100-km range are
the latest addition to our army, able to select highly valued enemy
targets and then crash to destroy them. The utility of drones does-
n’t end here only, high-altitude drones, and desert drones are being
procured. Every effort is being put forth to safeguard the 3500-kilo-
metre Line of Actual Control from Ladakh to Arunachal Pradesh.
With temperatures in the minuses, meters of snow, and treacher-
ous mountains, it is not an easy border to guard. Ground patrols are
compensated by satellite images, remotely-piloted aircraft, and
modern radars; practically, no one can escape our ever-vigilant
army. Modern machinery for road and tunnel construction has
been deployed to speed up road connectivity, along with heavy
snow clearance equipment. Not only surveillance but attack ammu-
nition is also being upgraded with the induction of K-9 Vajra track
guns to the Pinaka multi-rocket launch system. Long- and short-
range missiles have been deployed to counter any mischief along
the ALC. Almost one lakh crore has been spent on force moderniza-
tion, which is enormous by any standard when combined with the
border infrastructure development budget. Advance landing
grounds, a fibre optic network, all-weather bunkers, the deploy-
ment of advance fighter aircraft squadrons, bunkers for tanks-GoI
is setting up everything. Thirty-three months of the standoff with
China have made us much more alert and confident, and efforts are
on to plug shortcomings on a war footing. The Indian Army has an
unparalleled track record, and with the all-out support of the pres-
ent GoI, our army is well prepared for any type of situation at bor-
ders. Our army is one of the best battlefield-tested armies, an ex-
pert in terrorism, desert warfare, and high-altitude warfare, and
has historically safeguarded the highest battlefield of Siachen
against all odds. It is always the man behind the machine who mat-
ters most. The present situation is not that of the 1960s; every re-
quirement of the army is being met, in routine as well as in an
emergency. With upgraded fire-power and infrastructure, our army
is just like a tiger on the prowl, ever ready to defend its territory.

Army’s LAC preparedness

SOCH .... The change needed

Yash Pal Ralan, Jalandhar 

D uring the Constituent Assembly for framing the
Constitution of the country, there was hot dis-

cussion on the post of the Governor, and ultimately it
was decided that there would be a post of Governor
just to check on the meticulous implementation of the
Constitution, otherwise it would be an ornamental
post. Recently, the government appointed some gov-
ernors, but there was a hue and cry over the appoint-
ment of retired Supreme Court Justice Nazir, who was
also one of the justices who delivered the Ram
Janambhumi decision. Earlier too, retired police and
intelligence officers went on to occupy Raj Bhavans,
but it was the appointment of a retired Chief Justice of
India (CJI) as a governor in 2014 that created a new
precedent. Another retired CJI was nominated to the
Rajya Sabha in 2020, raising eyebrows. The institution
of the governor is a legacy of the British imperial gov-
ernance structure. The legitimacy of a nominated
governor in a democracy was the topic of a heated de-

bate in the Constituent Assembly, but it was carried
over into the new republic nonetheless. The Governor
was to act as a dynamic link between the Center and
the State, but the makers of the Constitution were
clear that the posts must remain ornamental, except
in very narrowly defined situations in which they were
allowed discretion in decision-making. Over the
decades, the overreach of governors has become a
serious question in centre-state relations and democ-
racy in general. The dominance of the BJP at the
Centre since 2014 has added fresh tensions with the
States. The BJP has a vision of national unity that
causes anxiety among regional interest groups. The
office of the governor was to be embellished by the
personalities of those who would occupy it. There are
a few also who criticize the step of Nazir on the his
statements made by him previously. All the parties
had appointed various bureaucrats after their retire-
ment and if all parties are serious about it they should
pass such regulation in the parliament otherwise such
type of controversies will be discussed in the public
domain without any meaningful purpose.

Let the post of governor be ornamental 
Topo Singha

F or the first time in Assam's oil
history, crude oil and natural

gas exploration will begin on the
northern bank of the Brahmaputra in
lower Assam. The Assam
Government signed PEL (Petroleum
Exploration Licence) deeds for two
open Acreage Licensing Policy
(OALP) blocks with Oil India Limited
(OIL) on Thursday last in the confer-
ence hall of the Directorate of
Geology and Mining, Guwahati, in
the presence of top OIL and State
Government officials. It is a big de-
velopment. What is bigger is the de-
cision to absorb local youth for non-
technical posts in the sector. While
the Pathsala Block measuring
2445.30 sq km falls in the districts of

Barpeta, Nalbari, Baksa, and
Kamrup, the Mangaldai Block meas-
uring 1840.87 sq km is spread out in
Udalguri, Kamrup, and Darrang dis-
tricts. If the area proves promising, it
will bring a new dimension to the
state. OIL plan to invest approxi-
mately Rs 12 crore in these projects
is a positive sign for economic activi-
ty in the state. The State govern-
ment, led by Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma, laid stress on invest-
ment in the oil and gas sector. To
harness the benefits of certain in-
vestments in the oil and gas sector,
the Chief Minister announced in
December 2021 that it would set up
an investment holding company to
pump money into oil and gas entities
and manage those stakes. The state
government has already raised its
stake in the NRL to 26 percent.

Oil exploration in lower Assam
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editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit 

N owadays begging in India has become almost a profession.
Wherever you go, a beggar stares you in the face. Child

beggary as stated above has become a menace and a barrier in the
development of the nation. Pandit Nehru had once said that chil-
dren are the future of the nation and the future is at stake. We
need to eradicate the social evil of child beggary and put up those
laws and regulation who would prove to be fruitful for the future of
our children and for our nation. In Metropolitan cities like Mumbai,
Ahmedabad & Delhi, one would have noticed everywhere – hover-
ing around the crossings, shining shows, washing automobiles,
working in the fields or worse, working in inhuman conditions in
the factories. It is reported that the child beggars are part of a
forced beggary racket. They are trained how to carry crutches to
appear disabled on road and later paid Rs 10 or 20 as commission
out of their daily earnings. Child beggary is still a burning problem
in India and we must combat the evil which is spreading its wings
day by day. Child beggary is a complex social problem that has
been existing in this country from time immemorial. There is no
uniform law in our country to prohibit begging as such. No doubt,
the code of criminal procedure and the Indian penal code contain
some important provisions which have a bearing on the prevention
of begging. Child exploitation is defined as taking a child's advan-
tages in an unfairly manner. Child beggar is a massive problem in
all countries of the world. They often come shoeless, dressed in
dirty, scruffy, smelly clothes. Poverty is the primary cause of this
issue. It is claimed that it is poverty that makes parents send their
children to prostitute, it is the poverty that make parents sell their
children for child trafficking, it is the poverty that makes parents
deny their children education and make them work day and
night.Children and toddlers are also used as beggars to extract
money from pity-filled passersby. In order to elicit sympathy to col-
lect more money, children usually have one or more of their limbs
cruelly amputated. In addition, uncontrolled birth is also the cause
of child beggars. Children from poor family, that their parents have
no income, they usually send their children to beg or even sell
them off. Children become profitable tool for supporting family
life. Besides that, increasing numbers of trafficking organization
causes increase numbers of child beggars. A beggar’s life is far
more tragic than we can imagine. Standing at traffic signals, beg-
ging for that elusive rupee or two in exchange for a flower or a bal-
loon can be anything but personal choice. Children welfare organ-
ization should do something to alleviate their plight instead of just
giving money to child beggars. Government should think to de-
velop a system in which an individual beggar is helped to acquire
specialised skills and craftsmanship to enable him to lead a normal
life in the community/society. Every child  has dream of his own…a
dream which keeps him going through the daily toils.  Time has
now come when we need to organize ‘Workshops-cum-training”
centers for poor children so that they can earn while learning
some skills. Most begging children don’t actually have a choice.
They just have to work irrespective of fever or any other disease.
Teenager girl beggars suffer the worst. It is our moral duty to help
the weak, the hungry and the suffering people but while giving
alms to any beggar, one should always keep in mind that giving a
little money or food will not end his poverty. Charity may be given
but there should be poor houses for such disabled persons who re-
ally deserve charity.

How to deal with increasing
Child beggary?
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Investments

New Delhi:Debt-rid-
den telecom operator
Vodafone Idea needs
funding to make invest-
ments and vendor dues
will be cleared once it
starts generating cash
from the investments,a
top official of the com-
pany said.Vodafone
Idea (VIL) CEO
Akshaya Moondra dur-
ing the company's earn-
ing call said that the ex-
perience on 5G is not
much different for con-
sumers at present un-
less the network is
made ubiquitous."It is
very clear that we need
to get funding to make
investments and im-
prove our operating
cash flows to be then
able to improve our ven-
dor payment situation.

Upcoming budget

Chandigarh:Punjab
Finance Minister
Harpal Singh Cheema
on Wednesday com-
menced pre-budget
meetings with the state
officials to finalise
budget estimates for
various departments
for 2023-24 fiscal.
Cheema held discus-
sions with the secre-
taries and officials of
various departments
here at his office to so-
licit the budgetary re-
quirements of their re-
spective departments,
according to an official
release.

Mindful utilisation

Mumbai: India's G-20
sherpa Amitabh Kant
on Wednesday said
there is an "urgency of
bringing in behav-
ioural changes" at in-
dividual and commu-
nity levels to avoid
"destructive consump-
tion" and ensure
"mindful utilisation of
resources". "...we wish
to highlight the ur-
gency of bringing in
behavioral change in
both individual and
community so that
there is a paradigm
shift from mindless
and destructive con-
sumption to mindful
and deliberate utilisa-
tion of resources,"
Kant said.

Punjab Summit
Chandigarh: Punjab
Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann  held
a review meeting with
all the departments
for the upcoming in-
vestment summit on
February 23 and 24 in
Mohali. Chairing a
meeting here, the
Chief Minister asked
the officers to ensure
foolproof arrange-
ments for the mega
event in which indus-
trial tycoons from
across the globe will
take part, according to
a release.

Hyderabad, Feb 16:  

The Union Budget 2023-
'24 has been prepared
keeping growth in focus
and also external econom-
ic challenges such as fuel
prices, Finance Minister
Niramala Sitharaman
said on Thursday.

In an interactive session
on the Budget, she said the
focus was on the common
man and weaker sections
and to ensure that their
businesses are supported,
their education is support-
ed, the opportunities
which are available for
them to skill themselves
are also given enough pro-
vision.

"The priority is to keep
the growth momentum as
it is and also to make sure
that the further support
measures for sustaining
growth And be conscious

of the fact that challenges
which are extraneous to
India. External challenges
will have to be kept in
mind. We should be ready
for any unpredictable
events from outside of our
border," she said when
asked what the priorities
were when the budget was
given a final shape.

"Economic challenges
which are even today

prevalent in terms of fuel
and fertilisers. Fertilisers
are coming down a bit, but
even then it is a factor be-
yond us. These are the pri-
mary concerns," she fur-
ther said. Sitharaman said
the budget was prepared
keeping in view every sec-
tion of the society includ-
ing SC, ST, OBC and other
backward classes.

Finance minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said
that petroleum products
can be included in the
Goods and Services Tax
(GST) framework once an
agreement in this regard
is reached among states.
Sitharaman also said that
the effort of the govern-
ment over the years has
been to increase public ex-
penditure with a view to
promote growth. "The pro-
vision is already available
for petroleum products to

be brought into the GST.
My predecessor had al-
ready made the window
kept open," she said while
speaking at the Post-
Budget interactive session
with the members of the
industry chamber PHDC-
CI. Five petroleum prod-
ucts viz. petroleum crude,
motor spirit (petrol), high
speed diesel, natural gas
and aviation turbine fuel
have temporarily been
kept out and the GST
Council shall decide the
date from which they shall
be included in GST.

"Once the states agree,
we will have the petroleum
products also be covered
under the GST. So, that's
not so much of us not
wanting it," she said. The
49th meeting of the GST
Council is scheduled to be
held in New Delhi on
February 18, 2023.

Budget prepared keeping in mind
external challenges also: FM Mumbai, Feb 16: 

Bank of Baroda and
Indian Overseas Bank
have increased their mar-
ginal cost of fund-based
lending rates (MCLR), fol-
lowing a hike in the inter-
est rates on loans and de-
posits by their largest pub-
lic sector peer SBI. The lat-
est hikes in the interest
rates come days after the
Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) on February 8 in-
creased the borrowing
costs by 25 basis points
(bps).

The RBI's six-member
Monetary Policy
Committee had raised the
benchmark repurchase or
repo rate to 6.50 per cent in
its latest bi-monthly policy
review. This was the sixth
straight increase in inter-
est rates since May last
year, and the cumulative
hike now totals 250 bps.
State-owned Bank of
Baroda (BoB) has in-
creased its MCLR by 5 bps

across all tenors from
February 12. The bank has
revised one-year MCLR to
8.55 per cent from 8.5 per
cent. The overnight, one-
month and three-month
MCLRs stand at 7.9, 8.2
and 8.3 per cent, respec-
tively, according to its web-
site.

Another state-run
lender Indian Overseas
Bank (IOB) has raised its
MCLR by up to 15 bps
across all tenors. Its one-
year MCLR is up to 8.45
per cent from 8.30 per cent
now. Similarly, one-month,
three-month and six-
month MCLRs are up by
15 bps to 7.9, 8.2 and 8.35
per cent, respectively,
while its overnight, two-
year and three-year
MCLRs have been revised
upwards by 10 bps. Both
the banks have not in-
creased their deposit rates
yet. State Bank of India
(SBI) on Wednesday in-
creased the MCLR-linked
loans by 10 bps across the

overnight and up to three
year category of loans --
varying from 7.95 per cent
to 8.70 per cent, effective
February 15. The nation's
largest lender also in-
creased deposit rates by 5-
25 bps effective February
15. With the revised rates,
senior citizens will get 8.5
per cent on deposits of
over five years, while oth-
ers will get 5 bps more on
three year funds and 25
bps on longer-term funds,
according to the bank's
website.

Yet the bank is offering
only 2.70 per cent to its
millions of savings bank
depositors for balance less
than Rs 10 crore and 3 per
cent to those above Rs 10
crore. This is the lowest
deposit rate. However, the
rate hikes by SBI, Bank of
Baroda and Indian
Overseas Banks are only
for corporate borrowers as
the increases are applica-
ble to loans linked to
MCLR.

BoB, IOB hike lending rates; SBI
marginally ups deposit rates

New Delhi, Feb 16:  

The GST Council in its
meeting on Saturday is
likely to discuss setting
up appellate tribunals and
mechanism to curb tax
evasion in pan masala
and gutkha business,
sources said.

The report of panel of
ministers on Goods and
Services Tax (GST) on on-
line gaming and casinos
may not come up for delib-
eration at the February 18
meeting of the GST
Council, chaired by Union
finance minister Nirmala
Sitharaman and compris-
ing her state counter-
parts. The items, which
could not be discussed by
the Council in its last
meeting on December 17,

2022, would top the agen-
da of the 49th GST
Council meeting on
February 18, the sources
said. The report of the
Group of Ministers
(GoM), headed by Odisha
finance minister
Niranjan Pujari, on
checking tax evasion by
pan masala and gutkha
industry would be taken
up for discussion.

The report of the GoM
on Goods and Services
Tax Appellate Tribunals

(GSTATs) was set up in
July last year under the
chairmanship of
Haryana deputy chief
minister Dushyant
Chautala. The GoM has
suggested that the tri-
bunals should consist of
two judicial members, and
one technical member each
from the Centre and states,
besides a retired Supreme
Court judge as president.
However, the Meghalaya
chief minister Conrad
Sangma chaired panel re-
port on online gaming is
unlikely to come up for dis-
cussion. The report has al-
ready been submitted to
the Union finance minister
and it has to be circulated
to states before it could
come up before the Council
for deliberation.

GST Council to discuss GoM reports on appellate
tribunals, tax evasion by gutkha firms on Feb 18

New Delhi, Feb 16:  

The rupee appreciated
by 13 paise to close at 82.70
(provisional) against the
US currency on Thursday,
supported by broad dollar
weakness and a positive
trend in domestic equities.
Forex traders said upbeat
domestic trade deficit data
and foreign fund inflows
supported investor senti-
ments. At the interbank
foreign exchange market,
the local unit opened at
82.72 against the
American currency and fi-
nally settled at 82.70 (provi-
sional) against the green-
back, registering a gain of
13 paise over its previous
close of 82.83. During the
trading session, the rupee
touched a high of 82.59

and a low of 82.73 against
the dollar.

The dollar index, which
gauges the greenback's
strength against a basket
of six currencies, declined
0.21 per cent to 103.70.
Global oil benchmark
Brent crude futures de-
clined 0.50 per cent to USD
84.95 per barrel.

Rupee gains 13 paise to close
at 82.70 against US dollar Mumbai, Feb 16: 

Equity benchmark in-
dices ended marginally
higher on Thursday amid
volatility faced during the
last minutes of trading
hours.

The BSE Sensex eked
out marginal gains of
44.42 points or 0.07 per cent
to settle at 61,319.51.
During the day, it jumped
407.16 points or 0.66 per
cent to 61,682.25. The NSE
Nifty advanced 20 points
or 0.11 per cent to end at
18,035.85. From the Sensex
firms, Tech Mahindra
jumped 5.58 per cent, fol-
lowed by Nestle, Tata
Steel, NTPC, Tata
Consultancy Services,
Asian Paints, Wipro and
Bajaj Finserv.

Mahindra & Mahindra,
Hindustan Unilever, Axis

Bank and Bajaj Finance
were among the major lag-
gards. "The domestic mar-
ket absorbed the buoyancy
in the global market, led
by IT stocks, while up-
stream oil companies
gained as a result of the
slash in windfall tax. After
robust jobs data, strong re-
tail sales numbers in the
US showed proof of re-
silience in the US econo-
my amidst concerns over
elevated inflation num-
bers.

Markets end marginally higher

Balconagar, Feb 16: 

The Bharat Aluminium
Company Limited
(BALCO), India's iconic alu-
minium producer and a
subsidiary of Vedanta
Aluminium Business, re-
cently appointed Rajesh
Kumar as its new CEO and
Whole Time Director.
Rajesh Kumar has 36 years
of experience in operations,
maintenance, project imple-
mentation, and productivi-
ty improvement in Tata
Steel's Indian and Thai
units. Mr. Rajesh Kumar
holds a bachelor's degree in
Mechanical Engineering (
B Tech) from Banaras
Hindu University ( IIT
BHU) and is a gold medalist
in finance from XLRI,
Jamshedpur, where he did
his master's in business ad-
ministration ( MBA).

Rajesh has extensive ex-
perience in organisational
excellence, the implementa-
tion of large projects, and
the commissioning of new
plants. He has made signifi-
cant contributions to the
mergers and acquisitions of
numerous companies and
has led several manufactur-
ing units to achieve world-
class production, productiv-
ity, and quality bench-
marks.

Rajesh Kumar replaces

Mr. Abhijit Pati, who will
now serve as Vedanta
Aluminium's Chief
Transformation Officer. Mr.
Pati will play a significant
role in the expansion of the
aluminium and alumina
projects, vertical integra-
tion, downstream alumini-
um business development,
and many other areas, in
addition to achieving the as-
pirations of Vedanta's
Center of Excellence and
Environmental, Social &
Governance verticals. Mr.
Pati's contribution to
strengthening Vedanta's
largest greenfield alumini-
um smelter project in
Jharsuguda, Odisha, is a
noteworthy addition to his
endeavours, in addition to
taking BALCO to newer
heights in ESG, operational
excellence, and human re-
sources.

Rajesh Kumar appointed as CEO
& Whole Time Director BALCO

Mumbai, Feb 15: 

Redefining the scooter
category and charting the
next phase of its tech-en-
abled journey in the scoot-
er segment, Hero
MotoCorp, the world’s
largest manufacturer of
motorcycles and scooters,
today launched the new
110cc scooter –Xoom in
Raipur.

Meticulously designed
and developed to appeal to
the generation of percep-
tive customers who seek
adventure and excitement
in their everyday ride, the
Xoom scooter delivers a
contemporary design,
supreme maneuverability,
unmatched agility and
extra ordinary perform-
ance. The Hero Xoom em-
bodies a fresh new take in
the 110cc category. With an

industry-first feature – the
Corner Bending Lights,
and segment-first features
– bigger and wider tyres
and zippy acceleration in
the 110cc segment, it guar-
antees an unparalleled mo-
bility experience to the
owners. The Corner
BendingLightsTM makes
its debut in the 110cc seg-
ment with Hero Xoom, pro-
viding enhanced safety for
the customers. The Corner
Bending Lights illumi-

nates the dark corner
areas with an unrivalled
bright, clear light when the
rider is taking a turn or
heading into curves. The
rider benefits from the illu-
mination of the corners on
the road, thereby ensuring
safer riding at night. The
Xoom comes with a power-
ful BS-VI-compliant engine
that features Hero
MotoCorp’s revolutionary
i3S technology (Idle Stop-
Start System).

Hero MotoCorp launches
110cc Scooter ‘Xoom’

Mumbai, Feb 16: 

Rural wage growth is
trailing inflation and the
government needs to con-
tinue with policy support
to help people in the mo-
fussil areas, a credit infor-
mation company said on
Thursday. In a report, Crif
High Mark observed that
rural wages are unable to
keep pace with rising infla-
tion and sought continued
interventions from the pol-
icy front on this. " with ris-
ing rural inflation, decline
in real rural wages and
slowing rural demand, it is
important for the govern-
ment and policymakers to
continue their support to
the rural sector," it said.

Rural inflation had re-
mained above urban infla-
tion in the first half of

2022, it said, adding that
rural consumption de-
clined and average rural
unemployment decreased.
The rural business confi-
dence index, which takes
inputs from macroeco-
nomic indices, credit bu-
reau data and the survey of
companies operating in
the rural areas, grew by
nearly 10 points to 73.5 in
2022. "The government has
focused on providing relief
and credit flow to small
business and other sectors
that were affected by the
pandemic. This has likely
resulted in more positive
macroeconomic outlook
across industries in the
rural sector," the report ex-
plained. As per the survey,
70 per cent of respondents
said government policies
and schemes drove rural

growth in 2022. It also said
that a larger proportion of
people (17 per cent in 2022
as against 7 per cent in
2021) expected a deteriora-
tion in the overall access to
credit. Citing the credit bu-
reau data, the report said
rural loan disbursements
grew 26 per cent by value
and 64 per cent by volume
in FY22, when compared to
FY21. There was, however,
a 5 per cent de-growth in
commercial loan volumes
in FY22 as against FY21,
even though there was
handsome growth in all
other segments both by
volumes and values, it
said. The average ticket
size for retail loans slid to
Rs 1.3 lakh in FY22 as
against Rs 1.9 lakh in FY21,
despite a nearly doubling
of the volumes.

Mumbai, Feb 16: 

Xiaomi India, leading
smartphone brand in the
country, an-
nounced exciting
new offers on one
of its most popular
devices in the
budget segment -
Redmi 11 Prime
4G. Take home the
prime-time all-
rounder Redmi 11
Prime 4G with a
No Cost EMI op-
tion, at an upfront
bank processing
fee of just INR 11.
As part of this limited-pe-
riod offer, valid till 28th
February, 2023, consumers
can avail these benefits ex-
clusively on the purchase
of this device at their
nearest Mi Home and Mi
Retail partners.

Redmi 11 Prime 4G is
available in two variants -
4GB + 64GB and 6GB +
128GB at a starting price of

INR 12999, and INR 14999
respectively. For this, con-
sumers will get the chance
to pay INR 11 and take

home the device
with a No Cost
EMI option on pay-
ment with Bajaj
Finserv, HDFC
Bank, IDFC First
Bank and HDB
F i n a n c i a l
Services. Designed
to cater to users
looking for prime
performance com-
bined with the
best-in-class expe-
rience, Redmi 11

Prime 4G features a su-
perlative 50MP AI triple-
camera system with an
8MP front camera. With
an all-new design, 90Hz
FHD+ display, a large 5000
mAh battery and
Corning® Gorilla® Glass
Protection, the device is
the perfect choice for users
looking for an affordable
smartphone.

Xiaomi India announces
exciting new offers

Mumbai, Feb 16: 

Surya Roshni, one of India’s
most respected and trusted
brands for Lighting, Fans,
Home Appliances, Steel Pipes,
and PVC pipes, has been using
its experience, technology and
innovation to make its con-
sumer’s life simpler.  The new-
lylaunched, high energyeffi-
cient Blaze HS Star 48 & HPLV
ceiling fans are aerodynami-
cally designed using superior
paint finish for scratch resist-
ance anddouble ball bearings
for smooth operation& wider
air circulation. The high-ener-
gy efficient technology offers
a strong motor to operate effi-
ciently at low voltage, offers
low-noise operation and sever-
altechnological advantages
like High Air Delivery of 215
CMM with 52 Watt power con-
sumption with superior speed
performance.
Surya’s range of High Energy
Saving and High Air Delivery
ceiling fans, delivers comfort-

able corner to corner air, even
during voltage fluctuations,
ensuring peace of mind at all
times. Surya Roshni with a
legacy of 50 years, is well pre-
pared and ready with a new
age variety ofenergy efficient
ceiling fans across 1-5-star
BEE ratings. Company’s BEE
star rated ceiling fans are
carefully designed with the
advanced technology, which
would help in reducing energy
consumption from 30% to 50%
depending on Star Label the
consumer wishes to go for. 
Speaking on the occasion, Mr.
Jitendra Agrawal , CEO-
(Lighting & Consumer
Durables), Surya Roshni
Limited said “Aligned with the
commitment to provide state-
of-the-art innovations and
high energy-efficient solu-
tions, we are pleased to intro-
duce a new range of energy
efficient fan - Blaze HS Star 48
including the HPLV fan
range,to revolutionize the fan
market in India. 

Surya launches high energy
efficient range of Ceiling Fans 

Rural wage growth trailing
inflation, govt should 

continue support: Report

New Delhi, Feb 16: 
The government has cut wind-
fall profit tax on export of
diesel and ATF to their lowest
while also reducing the levy on
domestically-produced crude in
line with softening international
oil prices, according to an offi-
cial order. The levy on crude oil
produced by companies such as
Oil and Natural Gas Corporation
(ONGC) has been cut to Rs
4,350 per tonne from Rs 5,050
per tonne, the order dated
February 15 said. Crude oil
pumped out of the ground and
from below the seabed is
refined and converted into fuels
like petrol, diesel and aviation
turbine fuel (ATF). The govern-
ment has also cut the tax on
export of diesel to Rs 2.5 per
litre from Rs 7.5, and the same
on overseas shipments of ATF
to Rs 1.50 a litre from Rs 6 a
litre. The new tax rates come
into effect from February 16.

Govt cuts windfall tax
on crude oil, export 

of diesel and ATF



ACROSS
1. Birch or spruce
5. Clothes
9. Italian staple
14. Lampreys
15. Medicinal plant
16. Prank
17. Tavern drinks
18. Fort ____, FL
20. Pouch
21. Wagon
22. Defeats

23. Additional
25. Iron or lead
27. Congressman (abbr.)
28. Perform surgery
33. Snapshot
35. Goofs
37. Canyon sound
38. Rural road
39. Fry lightly
40. Read rapidly
41. Satan's specialty
42. Words of understanding (2 wds.)

43. Counts calories
44. State
46. Telepathy (abbr.)
47. Southern beauty
50. Garret
53. Motto
57. ____ hygiene
59. Hullabaloo
60. Washington inlet (2 wds.)
62. Skilled
63. Consent
64. Tibet's locale
65. Bolted
66. Looks for
67. Swarm
68. Turner and Kennedy

DOWN
1. Pester
2. Take it easy
3. Kind of circuit
4. Snaky curve
5. Party
6. Warning signal
7. Map word
8. Sleeping place
9. Conditional release
10. No ifs, ____, or buts
11. RR terminals
12. Flooring square
13. Top pilots
19. Go by, as time
21. Guitarist's aid
24. Narrate again
26. Pastry
29. Fight back
30. Satisfactory

31. Not this
32. Long periods
33. Implored
34. Possess
35. Painter's stand
36. Wish undone
39. Fire truck alarms
43. Hand out cards
45. Diminishes
48. Certain parasite
49. ____ Banks of baseball
51. Loafed
52. Female students
53. Mineral springs
54. Racing sled
55. Folklore monster
56. Nerd
58. Comedian Sandler
61. Edible grain
62. Sternward
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Kareena shares pic of dad Randhir, 
son Jeh pouting at each other

C R O S S WO R D 564

SOLUTION 563

Bollywood superstar Shah
Rukh Khan, who flaunted

a perfect eight-pack abs in
the song 'Jhoome Jo Pathaan'
in his latest release 'Pathaan',
is happy that youngsters find
his chiselled body "cool".
SRK, who is a father of three -
Aaryan, Suhana and AbRam,
said: "When they (director
Siddharth Anand and chore-
ographer Bosco Martis) were
doing Jhoome Jo Pathaan
song, I think a conspiracy was
hatched to make me go shirt-
less. There was no way that I
was sure about doing it (tak-
ing my shirt off) but then they
made me do it!"
He added: "I think it was
already planned that slowly,
slowly, they will start opening
my buttons. I have never done
my signature steps with abs!
So, ya, it took a lot of takes, a
lot of takes."
"I'm very happy now when
youngsters, my kids see me
on screen and say damn cool
body papa! I feel very happy
but it is really scary! I don't
know if I will be able to do it
again."
About what he loves about
the chartbuster song Jhoome
Jo Pathaan, SRK said:
"Jhoome Jo Pathaan is a song
that I feel makes you want to
dance. Just wanted to do a
step which everyone can do
with ease. It comes when it's
like all things are done well
now and so let's celebrate,
it's a party song in the film."

Shah Rukh Khan:
My kids say I have a 

damn cool body in ‘Pathaan’

Actress Kamya Panjabi has joined the cast of
the television show 'Raazz Mahal: Dakini ka
Rahasya'.

In the show, she will play the new antagonist,
Mantralekha -- the elder sister of Dakini
Chandralekha.

Talking about her entry to the show, Kamya
said, "The viewers will see me playing the charac-
ter of Mantralekha in the show, who is
Chandralekha's sister. My character is very chal-
lenging for which I have made a lot of special
preparations which will be interesting for the
viewers to watch."

"I hope the audience will appreciate my
character and shower their love on me,"
she added.

Shemaroo Umang's 'Raazz Mahal' is a
fantasy drama and will soon add a new
twist to the storyline.

Kamya Panjabi
to play antagonist
in ‘Raazz Mahal’

Karuna Pandey as
Pushpa in Pushpa
Impossible, ”As a

devout follower of Lord
Shiva, I am deeply dedi-
cated to my annual tradi-
tion of visiting a temple
with my family to offer
my heartfelt prayers to
Bholenath. I am grateful
for the countless bless-
ings he has bestowed
upon me, including the
success of my current
show, Pushpa Impossible.
However, due to my shoot-
ing schedule, I will not be
able to celebrate
Mahashivratri at home
this year. Instead, I plan
to visit a renowned Shiva
temple in Alibaug to con-
tinue my devotion. Lord
Shiva continues to in-
spire me with his mes-
sage of destroying evil

and always upholding
what is right, as demon-
strated by his mighty
Trishul, which repre-
sents the control of our
ego, mind, and intellect.”

Deepali Pansare as
Vasundhara in Pushpa
Impossible,” Deepali
Pansare as Vasundhara
in Pushpa Impossible,
“Every year, my husband
and I celebrate with a
grand ceremony where
we pay tribute to Lord
Shiva by performing puja
and Havan Abhishek in
our Jammu house. But
this time since I’ll be
shooting on this day, I
with my husband and in-
laws will celebrate it in
Mumbai itself. Lord
Shiva serves as a source
of inspiration for me, em-
bodying the triumph of

good over evil. He moti-
vates me to adopt a simi-
lar approach in my own
life, where an undisci-
plined mind can lead to
ruin. To attain success
and stay true to your as-
pirations, it's crucial to
maintain focus and resist
the pull of desires and
vices. To live like Lord
Shiva himself, one must
cultivate a sense of de-
tachment, letting go of
material possessions and
focusing on the things
that truly matter.”

Riya Sharma as
Rajkumari Tarapriya in
Dhruv Tara,” The embod-
iment of serenity and
perseverance, Shiva
serves as a source of mo-
tivation for me. Known as
the "Great Yogi," he spent
countless hours in medi-
tation for the good of all
existence. Mahashivratri,
a highly revered and
blessed festival celebrat-
ed throughout the coun-
try, is an opportunity to
pay homage to Lord
Shiva and reflect on re-
moving any obstacles
that stand in the way of
our success and spiritual
advancement. This is a
chance to rid ourselves of
limiting beliefs and em-
brace positivity. On this
auspicious day of
Mahashivratri, I extend
my warmest wishes to
everyone and pray that
Lord Shiva showers us
with his divine blessings,
guiding us towards our
goals with truth, purity,
and spirituality.”

AGPPL celebrates 15 years of ‘Jodhaa Akbar’

Regarded amongst one
of the most spectacu-
lar visual experi-

ences on Indian screen,
Ashutosh Gowariker’s
Jodhaa Akbar clocks 15
years today. Celebrating the
epitome of love, respect and
royalty, AGPPL offered a
recap to the essence of
Jodhaa Akbar with a spe-
cial video. Taking to their
social media, AGPPL post-
ed the video saying,
“Jodhaa and Akbar's love
continues to shine brightly
through the ages as a sym-
bol of mutual respect, toler-
ance and open mindedness
between a man and woman,
husband and wife. Today
we are proud to celebrate
the 15th year since our jour-
ney that brought their eter-
nal romance to the silver
screen.” Incidentally, today
also marks the birthday of

the director and producer
of Jodhaa Akbar, Ashutosh
Gowariker. The leading
man of the film Hrithik
Roshan took to his social
media to wish the filmmak-
er along with a few
glimpses of the film. He
wrote, “Happy Birthday
@AshGowariker. Thank
you for trusting me with
the monumental responsi-
bility of being a part of
Jodhaa Akbar. Your direc-
tion & my incredible co-
stars will forever be cher-
i s h e d .
#15yearsOfJodhaaAkbar”.
Recently, Ashutosh
Gowariker and AGPPL
won the National Award for
their production Toolsidas
Junior, which marks the
filmmaker’s second
National Award after win-
ning the first one for
Lagaan.

From Dancing to Fasting: How Sony
SAB Actors celebrate ‘Mahashivratri’

Actress Aisha
Ahmed, who is re-
ceiving a lot of

positive response to her
recently released stream-
ing show, 'Minus One:
New Chapter', feels that
the most difficult part of
modern relationships is
the lack of patience.

The actress said: "The
way I see it, the most dif-
ficult part of modern re-
lationships is that we lose
patience easily. I don't
know if it's because there
are a lot of options avail-
able, we are not willing to
change ourselves, we are
very sure of what we
want or if we are too
rigid." "This leads to not
working hard towards

wanting and keeping
something, things and
emotions have become
easily replaceable in cur-
rent times. I don't want to
belittle modern relation-
ships but this is some-
thing that our generation
needs to work on," she
said.

The actress also feels
that the Internet is a dou-
ble-edged sword, saying
"if it has made life easy
for people, it also proves
detrimental to relation-
ships when not handled
correctly".

'Minus One: New
Chapter', which also stars
Ayush Mehra, is avail-
able to stream on
Lionsgate Play.

Lack of patience most 
difficult part of modern

relationships: Aisha Ahmed

Bollywood actress
Kareena Kapoor
Khan has shared a

picture to wish her father
and former actor-filmmak-
er Randhir Kapoor on his
76th birthday on
Wednesday. Kareena
shared a picture of her fa-
ther and younger son Jeh
pouting. Sharing the pic-

ture on Instagram, she
captioned: "Both my
favourite boys doing what I
love the most. Happy
Birthday Papa (heart
emoticons) I love you so
much!"Kareena's sister-in-
law Saba Ali Khan also
wished Randhir Kapoor.

She wrote: "Happy
happy birthday Uncle."

Malaika Arora and sis-
ter Amrita dropped some
heart emoticons. On the
acting front, Kareena will
be seen in Hansal Mehta's
untitled film based in
London. She will also be
seen in Sujoy Ghosh's next,
based on the novel The
Devotion of Suspect X. She
also has 'The Crew'.

Subhash Ghai’s anthem for the ECI,
achieves another milestone 

After decorating the Indian cinema with movies like Pardes, Karma, Ram
Lakhan that exuded patriotism on screen, Subhash Ghai has added yet

another illustrious achievement to his pedigree. Subhash Ghai, in associa-
tion with the students of Whistling Woods International has recently com-
posed the anthem, 'Main Bharat Hoon' for the Election Commission of
India. The anthem is an ode to the voters of India, encouraging them to
exercise their voting rights efficiently and how crucial even a single vote is
for democracy. The anthem was earlier played in theatres but owing to the
growing popularity, it shall now be played at railway stations across the
country.  Subhash Ghai added, “Any social message to a nation or society
conveyed through poetry or music works far better than other means. "Mai
Bharat Hoon" is a magical song which connects to the emotions of every
indian directly and makes him feel proud and aspire to vote for his country.
I am glad that this song Is reaching every indian through various platforms. My special thanks to
the valued team of Election Commission of India."
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New Delhi, Feb 16 (PTI):

KL Rahul's prolonged
run of failures remains a
worry but India will still
start as overwhelming
favourites for another
three-day finish when they
take on Australia in the
second Test here from
Friday. The match will be
one of Indian cricket's un-
derstated warrior
Cheteshwar Pujara's 100th
Test, a feat achieved after
13 years of sweat and toil.
While Pujara would like to
savour the momentous
personal milestone with a
20th Test ton, one can't but
paper  over the concerns
around India's top-order.
Save skipper Rohit
Sharma, who was regal in
attack and classical in de-
fence during his hundred
on a slow turner in
Nagpur, the others failed
to get going in the opener.
Besides Rahul, the list of
strugglers includes the
peerless Virat Kohli and,
to an extent, Pujara. Kohli
is leaving no stone un-
turned to up the ante
while facing the spinners.
Round two of Kohli versus
Nathan  Lyon and Todd
Murphy could be equally
enticing.

Time is running out for
Rahul as Virat Kohli's
heir apparent, Shubman
Gill, is waiting in the
wings despite being in
prime form. Having wast-
ed so many opportunities

in his 46-Test career with
a below par average of 34,
it will be interesting to
see what call is taken by
the Indian team manage-
ment if the 30-year-old
Karnataka man endures
another failure before the
squad for the last two
Tests is announced.

With Ravichandran
Ashwin and Ravindra
Jadeja putting enormous
pressure on the

Australians during the
hosts' comprehensive in-
nings win in Nagpur, one
can confidently say that
another slow turner will
greet the visitors at the
Ferozshah Kotla. Unless
Australia bat out of their
skin, they won't even be
able to stretch it to the
fifth day.

The Ferozshah Kotla
tracks, after the initial
moisture dries up, turn

as dead as a dodo. India
head coach Rahul Dravid
had no hesitation in ad-
mitting that in the recent
past, it has been the mid-
dle-order troika of
Ravindra Jadeja, the
now-injured Rishabh

Pant and the fit-again
Shreyas Iyer that has
bailed the team out on
most occasions. Even in
the opening Test, it was
left to the duo of Axar
Patel and Jadeja to out-
bat Australia.

Top-order worries remain
as India eye another big win

India's Cheteshwar Pujara (L) and Mohammed Shami take part 
in a practice session.

Shreyas Iyer has completed his
rehab after suffering a lower back
injury and as per the current team
management's convention, any
player who was performing before
getting injured would get his place
back in the playing XI.
Dravid, in fact, said that "if Iyer is
able to take workload of five-day
Test, he will walk into the side". If
anyone knows Dravid, the opera-
tives are always between the lines.
Iyer hasn't played competitive
cricket for more than 30 days and
will it be risky to throw him straight
into a Test match even before
checking his match fitness? That's
a tricky call. 

David Warner's lean patch in Test
matches has been a matter of con-
cern for Australia. The manner in
which Mohammed Shami sent his
off stump cartwheeling didn't make
for a pretty picture and whether he
gets another chance remains to be
seen. Having already brought in an
additional left arm spinner in Matt
Kuhneman in the squad, it will also
be  interesting to see whether
Australia decide to go with three
tweakers. Mitchell Starc, if fit,
could replace Scott Boland as the
Kotla pitch, with no tangible help
off the surface, could  seriously
dent the confidence of the burly
Victorian.

Shreyas Iyer or SKY

Will Warner get another chance

Match starts: 9:30 am.

Kolkata, Feb 16 (PTI):

Bengal's dream of win-
ning a Ranji Trophy after
more than three decades
suffered a setback as left-
arm Saurashtra pace duo of
Jaydev Unadkat and Chetan
Sakariya rattled the home
team's top-order to bundle
them out for a paltry 174 on
the opening day of the sum-
mit clash here on Thursday.

It would have been more
embarrassing for Bengal
but spin all-rounder
Shahbaz Ahmed (69) and
wicketkeeper Abhishek
Porel (50) saved the hosts
from the blushes with gritty
half-centuries.

The duo showed the way
for the top-order in a 101-
run stand for the seventh
wicket and batted close to
four hours to frustrate
Saurashtra.

But they looked in a sense
of urgency and took risks
as Saurashtra wrapped up
Bengal innings' with left-
arm spinner
Dharmendrasingh Jadeja
(2/19) scalping two wickets.
At close on day one,
Saurashtra were 81 for 2,
trailing Bengal by 93 runs.

Unadkat, Sakariya rattle Bengal
Hand Saurashtra edge in Ranji final

Saurashtra's bowler Jaydev Unadkat appeals for the wicket of
Bengal's batter Shahbaz Ahmed.

Bengal: 174 all out in 54.1
overs (Shahbaz Ahmed 69,
Abhishek Porel 50; Jaydev
Unadkat 3/44, Chetan
Sakariya 3/33, Chirag Jani
2/33, Dharmendrasinh Jadeja
2/19) vs Saurashtra 81 for 2
in 17 overs. Saurashtra trail
by 93 runs.

Brief Scores

Mount Maunganui, Feb 16 (AP):

Dramatic lightning
flashes around Bay Oval
echoed lightning innings
by Ben Duckett and Harry
Brook which allowed
England to declare at 325-9
with time to spare
Thursday on the first day
of the first, day-night
cricket test against New
Zealand.

While thick black thun-
derclouds sometimes glow-
ered over the ground, no
rain fell England while
was driven along at more
than 5.5 runs per over by
the propulsive innings of
Duckett, who made 84 from
68 balls in the first session,
and Brook, who posted 89
from 80 balls.

The declaration after
only 58.2 overs and with 85
minutes left in the day
gave the bowlers time to
fortify England's position
and they did so with the
wickets of Tom Latham,
Kane Williamson (6) and
Henry Nicholls (4). Devon
Conway (19) held on to
stumps when New Zealand
was 37-3.James Anderson
took 2-10 from seven overs
in an outstanding spell in

the late evening which
drove home England's ad-
vantage.

Far from being daunted
on a pitch which showed

signs of green and against
a pink ball which swung at
first, Duckett and England
went on the offensive and
New Zealand, after a fleet-

ing early success, had to
battle to stay in the match.

Duckett had his fifth half
century in eight tests from
36 balls and before the first
hour was up. He put on 99
runs for England's second
wicket in only 90 minutes
with Ollie Pope and was
out 15 minutes before the
first break at which
England already was 134-2.
Wagner was the best of the
New Zealand bowlers with
4-82 from 16.2 overs.

England's bowlers
charged in as the flood-
lights kept at bay the dark-
ness of gathering clouds
and the New Zealand top
order foundered.

Ollie Robinson struck
with only his third ball to
remove Latham, who
edged the ball from his
thigh pad to Pope at short
leg, but Zac Crawley at sec-
ond slip dropped Conway
off James Anderson.

Anderson then had
Williamson lbw with an
appeal first rejected by um-
pire Aleem Dar but upheld
on review. Crawley caught
Henry Nicholls off
Anderson to leave New
Zealand only hanging on at
the end.

London, Feb 16 (AP):

Manchester City seized
the momentum in the
Premier League title race
after Jack Grealish and
Erling Haaland helped se-
cure a 3-1 win at Arsenal
on Wednesday in a top-of-
the-table match.

Grealish and Haaland
both scored in the second
half as the defending
champions extended their
recent dominance over
Arsenal and showed they
won't relinquish the title
easily.

The win puts City in
first place ahead of
Arsenal on goal difference,
although the Gunners still
have a game in hand. More
importantly, perhaps, it
maintained a psychologi-
cal edge over Mikel
Arteta's team as City has
now beaten Arsenal in 11
straight league matches.

In a game that lived up
to the billing of the biggest
Premier League match of
the season so far with mo-
ments of end-to-end ac-
tion, City took the lead
when Kevin de Bruyne

capitalized on a defensive
error in the 24th minute,
before Bukayo Saka equal-
ized from the penalty spot
in the 42nd.

But City still retook the
lead after another mistake
by Gabriel, who turned the
ball over in his own half.
The visitors countered
quickly and Ilkay
Gundogan squared the
ball for Grealish, who beat

Ramsdale with a low shot
that took a deflection off
Tomiyasu.

Haaland was fit to start
after picking up a knock in
the previous game against
Aston Villa on Sunday and
took his tally to 26 league
goals this season when De
Bruyne cut the ball for the
striker, who took one
touch before slotting a
shot into the far corner.

Dubai, Feb 16 (PTI):
India thrashed United Arab
Emirates 5-0 to registered
their second win on the trot
and virtually seal a spot in the
quarterfinals of the Asia Mixed
Team Badminton
Championships here on
Wednesday. Star players P V
Sindhu and H S Prannoy were
rested after they helped India
beat Kazakhstan 5-0 in their
opening match on Tuesday.
Aakarshi Kashyap and Lakshya
Sen took their place in the
women's and men's singles
respectively on Wednesday.
Sen was the first to start the
proceedings for India and he
easily defeated Dev Vishnu 21-
16 21-12 in 31 minutes.
Aakarshi then took just 26
minutes to outplay
Madhumitha Sundarapandian
21-6 21-7 and give India 2-0
lead. The men's doubles pair
of Dhruv Kapila and Chirag
Shetty made it 3-0 with 21-15
21-14 over the duo of Dev
Ayyappan and Dhiren
Ayyappan.

England dominate New Zealand on Day 1

England’s
Harry Brook
plays a shot.

India thrash
UAE 5-0

Notch up second
consecutive win in
Asia Mixed Team
Badminton

Man City beats Arsenal to seize
momentum in EPL title race

Manchester City's Norwegian striker Erling Haaland (R) 
celebrates with teammates after scoring his team third goal.

Cape Town, Feb 16:

Muneeba became the
first woman to score a T20I
hundred for Pakistan and
only the sixth to score one
in a T20 World Cup as
Pakistan crushed Ireland
in their Group 2 clash. She
added 101 for the third
wicket with allrounder

Nida Dar as Pakistan post-
ed 165 for 5, their highest
at the T20 World Cup. That
proved 70 too many for
Ireland, who were stymied
by spin to be bowled out
for 95. Muneeba got off the
blocks quickly, hitting a
four in each of the first
five overs. Pakistan had
raced to 41 for none at that

point with the southpaw
on 30 off 19. A brilliant di-
rect hit from Ireland wick-
etkeeper Mary Waldron
saw Javeria Khan run out
in the last over of the pow-
erplay. Soon Bismah
Maroof was ruled out
caught tamely at mid-on,
even though replays were
not fully conclusive that
the ball had carried.

Those dismissals had
scant effect on Muneeba,
who took particular liking

to Leah Paul's left-arm
spin. In all, she scored 23
off the 15 balls she faced
from Paul, using her feet
to make room and go over
the off side when four
fielders were stationed
deep on the on side. She
brought up her fifty off 40
balls and took a further 26
balls only to bring up
triple figures. She fell in
the last ball of the penulti-
mate over but not before
making 102 off 68 balls.

Muneeba hundred, Sandhu four-for crush Ireland

Ireland's hopes of an unlikely chase hinged on at least two of
the top three. Gaby Lewis struck left-arm spinner Sadia Iqbal
for a crisp drive over mid-off but was undone by Dar's smarts
with the ball. After firing four deliveries through, Dar slowed
one and dragged her length slightly back, and Lewis reached
out for the drive and inside-edged it to the wicketkeeper. Orla
Prendergast then struck some crisp boundaries, including one
off Fatima Sana where she danced down the track to smoke it
over wide long-on for a six. She scored 31 off just 21 balls hit-
ting four fours and a six but became the first of left-arm spin-
ner Nashra Sandhu's four wickets. Sandhu then ran through the
middle order, staving off and dismissing Eimear Richardson
who had raced to 28 off 17, to finish with her career-best 4 for
18. In all, Pakistan's spinners claimed nine of the ten wickets to
open their tournament account in style.

Ireland stifled with turn

Dubai, Feb 16 (PTI):

The International
Cricket Council (ICC) has
apologised for the techni-
cal glitch, which saw India
displace Australia to at-
tain the No.1 spot in the
men's Test team rankings
on Wednesday.

Hours after India had
'topped' the Test ranking,
the ICC issued another up-
dated list that showed
Rohit Sharma's side back
at No.2.

It gave the impression
that Rohit's team had
briefly claimed the top
spot following its innings
and 132-run win over the
Pat Cummins-led
Australia in Nagpur.

On Thursday, the game's
global body admitted the
error and said in a state-
ment that the "ICC ac-
knowledges, for a short pe-
riod of time on February
15, 2023 that, due to a tech-
nical error, India were er-

roneously displayed as the
No.1 Test team on the ICC
website. "We apologise for
any inconvenience
caused."

"Australia remain on
top of the ICC Test Team
Rankings after the latest
update following the con-
clusion of Zimbabwe's
two-match series against
West Indies."

"Australia will head
into the second Test
against India in Delhi,
starting on Friday,
January 17, as the No.1-
ranked team with 126 rat-
ing points, 11 above India's
115," the ICC statement
added.

"India are vying for a
place in the final of the
ICC World Test
Championship 2021-23.
Australia are also in con-
tention for a place in the
final of the marquee
event, which will be
played at The Oval in
London from 7 to 11 June." 

ICC apologises for ranking
glitch which showed India

as No.1 Test side

Cape Town, Feb 16 (PTI):

India skipper
Harmanpreet Kaur be-
lieves young opener Shafali
Verma and Richa Ghosh
not being groomed in the
traditional mould like
some stalwarts is helping
them experiment with
shots and bring a different
flavour to the lineup.

Both Shafali (28 off 23
balls) and middle-order bat-
ter Richa (44 not out off 32
balls) played some daring
shots and scored brisk runs
on Wednesday as India de-
feated the West Indies by
six wickets with 11 balls to
spare in their Women's T20
World Cup group match
here. Harmanpreet said the
two youngsters enjoy play-
ing the short balls, which is
a departure from the tradi-
tional batters who prefer
conservative strokes like
the drives and cuts.

Complimenting the two
after the pair played vital
innings with the bat,
Harmanpreet said, "Well,
they (Shafali and Richa)
are someone who really
like to play short balls.
They are not the traditional
Indian batters who like to
play the drives and stuff
like that. I think they are
someone who really enjoy
the short balls and they are
now with the senior team
for a long time.

Shafali, Richa like to play
short balls: Harmanpreet
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EARTHQUAKE PREPAREDNESS IN DELHI

Everyone concerned
about safety of lives: HC

New Delhi, Feb 16 (PTI): 

Everyone is concerned about
the safety of their lives, the
Delhi High Court Thursday
observed while hearing a
plea related to earthquake
preparedness in the national
capital. The high court said
there is nothing adversarial in
this litigation and that even
the authorities are equally
awake to the situation.

Referring to the February 6
Turkey-Syria earthquake of
7.8 magnitude, the petition-
er's counsel said Delhi falls
under seismic zone 4 (severe
intensity zone). A bench of
Chief Justice Satish Chandra
Sharma and Justice
Subramonium Prasad said,
"They are equally awake to

the situation. There is nothing
adversarial in the petition. All of
us are worried about our lives
so let them file their report."

New Delhi, Feb 16 (PTI): 

Researchers at the
Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT) Delhi are
working on a new vaccine
for COVID-19 which will
minimise chances of blood
clotting, observed in some
individuals after inocula-
tion with the currently ap-
proved vaccines, officials
said on Thursday. They
said the "next-generation"
vaccine is currently in the
animal trials phase.

"Since the onset of the
COVID-19 outbreak, scien-
tists from around the world
have been studying the dis-
ease and its epidemiology
to develop effective vac-
cines," said Jayanta

Bhattacharyya, professor at
the Centre for Biomedical
Engineering, IIT Delhi.
"The development of a vac-
cine that can overcome dis-
advantages, including the
stability of the materials
used, limited immune re-
sponse, and side-effects like
blood clotting, and provide
a durable immune response
will offer better protection
from the deadly COVID-19
virus," he said.

Covishield and Covaxin
are among the COVID-19
vaccines majorly used in
India. The Union Health
Ministry last month refut-
ed reports claiming admis-
sion of 'multiple side-ef-
fects of COVID-19 vaccines'
by the Indian Council of

Medical Research and the
Central Drugs Standard
Control Organisation as ill-
informed and erroneous.
According to
Bhattacharyya, unlike the
current vaccines, which
use synthetic materials or
adenovirus to package and
deliver antigens, the IIT
Delhi researchers used the
body's own immune cells in
developing a nano-vaccine.

"This naturally derived
nano-vaccine developed by
the researchers could have
several advantages over
currently approved vac-
cines. It will minimise the
chance of blood clotting,
which was otherwise ob-
served in vaccinated indi-
viduals. Generally, after

vaccination, the antigens
are processed by the anti-
gen-presenting cells
(APCs), which eventually
activate other immune
cells (B and T cells) to gen-
erate the antibodies and
eliminate the virus.

"However, this next-gen-
eration vaccine is one step
ahead as it uses the
nanovesicles derived from
activated APCs, which al-
ready contain processed
antigens on their surface
and are also equipped with
other factors required for
the direct activation of B
and T cells," the professor
said. He said a study titled
"SARS-CoV-2 Spike Protein-
Activated Dendritic Cell-
Derived Extracellular

Vesicles Induce Antiviral
Immunity in Mice" was
carried out to this effect in
collaboration with the
Regional Centre for
Biotechnology, Faridabad.
It was recently published in
ACS Biomaterials Science
and Engineering.

"The immune response
elicited by this vaccine was
tested in mice. The results
showed that it generated
antibodies against the
COVID-19 virus and was
more effective as compared
to free antigen. In fact,
when injected with a 10-
time lower dose compared
to the free antigen, the
nano-vaccine was equally
efficient in raising antivi-
ral immunity.

Lucknow, Feb 16 (PTI): 

The Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment has made fool-
proof arrangements, in-
cluding setting up of con-
trol rooms for live monitor-
ing of exam centres, to en-
sure that there are no
cheating incidents during
this year's state board ex-
aminations which began
on Thursday, according to
an official statement.

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath has also issued
instructions to book those
found involved in facilitat-
ing cheating during exami-
nations under the National
Security Act (NSA), the
statement said. The NSA
allows detention of a per-
son up to a year without
any charge. Over 31 lakh
students are appearing for
class 10 board exams and
over 27 lakh for class 12

board exams, officials said
here. Two control rooms
have been set up in
Lucknow for monitoring
the examination centre
while a control room has
also been set up in the 75
districts each.

An FIR will also be
lodged against the invigila-
tors and centre adminis-
trators involved in helping
candidates in copying, it
said. If any disturbance is
found in online monitor-
ing of a centre, the nodal
officer has been made re-
sponsible to inquire re-
garding the same by con-
tacting the administrator
of the concerned examina-
tion centre.

About 3 lakh CCTV cam-
eras with voice recorders,
Digital Video Recorder
router devices and high-
speed internet connections
have been provided in

about 1.43 lakh examina-
tion rooms of all examina-
tion centres.
Arrangements have been
made for live monitoring
of all 8,753 examination
centres through webcast-
ing in all 75 districts and
through the control and
monitoring the centres at
the state level. The Special
Task Force (STF) of state
police and local intelli-
gence have been activated
to monitor all sensitive
and highly-sensitive exam-
ination centres.

There are 16 districts in
the state which have been
kept in the most sensitive
category, which include
Ballia, Azamgarh, Mau,
Ghazipur, Chandauli,
Jaunpur, Deoria, Gonda,
Mathura, Aligarh,
Mainpuri, Etah, Baghpat,
Hardoi, Prayagraj and
Kaushambi. In view of the

security arrangement of
question papers at the ex-
amination centres, a room
separate from the princi-
pal's room has been set up
for securing the question
papers in a double lock
almirah, it said.

This is for the first time
that the question papers
have been packed in tamp-
er-proof envelopes in four
layers, and stitched answer
sheets have been arranged
in all the districts. Besides,
QR code and logo of the
board have been printed
on the answer sheets in
four colours. This time, 170
prisoners will also appear
in the UP board exams.
Among them, 79 candi-
dates are registered in
high school and 91 in inter-
mediate. Last time, 116
candidates were registered
in high school and 116 in
intermediate.

New Delhi, Feb 16 (PTI): 

Ninety-one per
cent Indian students
believe that a profes-
sional certification
will help them suc-
ceed in their job
while 96 per cent felt
it will help them get
a employment after

graduation, according to a
new survey.

The study conducted by
online learning platform
Coursera also found that
employers in India place a
higher value on profes-
sional certificates when
making hiring decisions
than their counterparts in
Australia, the UK,
Germany and France.

Nearly 5,000 students
and employers across 11
countries -- Australia,
Egypt, France, Germany,
India, Mexico, Saudi
Arabia, Turkey, the UAE,
the UK and the US -- were
surveyed as part of the
study.

"Ninety-six per cent of
surveyed Indian students
(versus 90 per cent of stu-
dents worldwide) believe
that earning a profession-
al certificate will help
them stand out to employ-
ers and get a job after
graduation," the survey
report stated.

It added that 92 per cent
of surveyed employers in
India -- compared to 88 per
cent globally -- believe that

a professional certifica-
tion strengthens a candi-
date's job application,
demonstrating a wide-
spread preference for cre-
dentials that demonstrate
specific professional
skills.

"Ninety-one per cent of
surveyed Indian students
believe that a professional
certificate will help them
succeed in their job after
they are hired (compared
to a global average of 86
per cent)," the report stat-
ed.

"Employers in India
place a higher value on
professional certificates
(85 per cent) when making
hiring decisions than
their counterparts in

Australia, the UK,
Germany, and France (71
per cent), and also higher
than the global average (72
per cent)," it added.

The survey results re-
flect the extent to which
skills-first credentials are
influencing both universi-
ty choices made by stu-
dents, and employer hir-
ing decisions, the report
noted.

"Connecting skills-
based learning and skills-
based hiring can unlock
opportunities for students
while diversifying and ex-
panding talent pipelines
for employers", said
Raghav Gupta, managing
director for India and
APAC, Coursera.

Snow leopard 
spotted for first time 

Pithoragarh (U'khand), Feb 16 (PTI): 

A snow leopard has
been sighted for the first
time at a height of about
11,120 feet in the Darma
valley in Uttarakhand's
Pithoragarh district. A
team of explorers in
search of high-Himalayan
fauna has spotted a soli-
tary animal of this elusive
species in a snowy terrain
above Dar village on
February 6, Pithoragarh
Divisional Forest Officer
(DFO) Mohan Dagare said
on Thursday.

The explorers have cap-
tured the snow leopard in
their camera from a dis-

tance of about 20 metres,
he added. This is the first
time that a snow leopard
has been found in these al-
titudes, Dagare said. Snow
leopards are usually found
at a height of more than
12,000 feet, while Dar vil-
lage is located at nearly
11,120 feet.

The animal might have
descended from its normal
habitat due to heavy snow-
fall in the higher reaches,
the DFO said. Snow leop-
ards were earlier spotted
in the Nanda Devi range of
the Garhwal Himalayas,
parts of Himachal
Pradesh and the Ladakh
region, he added.

Mumbaikars witness cultural 
extravaganza at ‘Rashtriya 

Sanskriti Mahotsav’
Mumbai, Feb 16 (PTI): 

The ongoing nine-day
'Rashtriya Sanskriti
Mahotsav', a cultural extrav-
aganza organised by the
Union Ministry of Culture at
Azad Maidan in south
Mumbai wherein artists from
across India are participating,
is drawing a large crowd.

As many as 350 folk and
tribal artists from across
India along with around 300
local such artists, including
some transgender and dif-
ferently-abled ones, are per-
forming in this festival, the
Press Information Bureau
(PIB) said in a release on
Thursday. The festival,
where entry is free for all,

was inaugurated by
Maharashtra Governor
Bhagat Singh Koshyari on
February 11, and it will con-
tinue till February 19. Around
150 craftsmen from all the
states of the country are
showcasing their art through
craft exhibition-cum-sale for
which about 70 stalls were
made available, it said.

In addition to this, 25 stalls
are being set up for the
Maharashtra State Handloom
Department and start-ups,
while a painting exhibition is
also being organised by the
artists from the city-based J J
School of Arts. Exhibitions on
'Pandharpur Wari' and Azadi
Ka Amrit Mahotsav' have also
been organised there.

Encounter with UK PM’s wife
makes Goa fisherman’s day

Panaji, Feb 16 (PTI): 

Fisherman Francis
Fernandes alias Pele's mo-
bile phone has not stopped
ringing ever since a short
video clip showing him in
conversation with UK
Prime Minister Rishi
Sunak's wife Akshata
Murty went viral. Francis,
popularly known as Pele,
also runs Water Sports
business at Benaulim
beach in South Goa dis-
trict. On Monday, he was
surprised to spot Akshata
Murty along with her
daughters at the beach
where she took a jet-ski
ride.

Later, accompanied by
her father and Infosys
founder Narayana Murthy
and mother Sudha Murty,
she took a ride in a boat
owned by Pele to see dol-

phins. A few seconds long
video of Pele speaking with
Akshata went viral on so-
cial media and made him a
celebrity, especially among
British nationals holiday-
ing at Benaulim. "I know
Pele for more than 25 years
as I have been visiting here

every year for my three-
month vacation. I was sur-
prised to see his video with
our prime minister's wife
at Benaulim," said 72-year-
old Neil Farrant from Kent
in the UK. "Pele has a pleas-
ant personality and he is al-
ways on the beach. It is but

natural for him to meet
everyone -- however famous
that person is -- who comes
to the beach," said Neil. In
November 2022, Pele was
seen showing traditional
fishing techniques to crick-
et legend Sachin Tendulkar
and later serving him
cooked fish at his place.

"Several celebrities ar-
rive at the Beach. I have
hosted Priyanka Chopra,
Amitabh Bachchan, Jaya
Bachchan, Abhishekh
Bachchan and Aishwarya
Rai amongst others," he
said, recalling that Big B
termed him a "strong fish-
erman." Kumar Gariki
from Andhra Pradesh
who works in the shack
next to Pele's Water Sports
point said the video with
Murty went so much viral
that he got a call from his
native place.
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Women personnel of Delhi Police move on bicycles during the 76th Raising Day parade of the Delhi Police, at
the New Police Lines, in New Delhi, Thursday.

RAISING DAY PARADE

Tourists visit the Solang Valley in Manali, Thursday.

TOURISTS' PARADISE

Francis Fernandes alias Pele who has become famous
after his video talking to Akshata Murty at Benaulim
beach in South Goa.

In Uttarakhand’s Darma valley

‘91% Indian students feel professional 
certification will help them succeed in jobs’
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UP BOARD EXAMINATION

CCTV cameras installed at exam centres,
STF deployed to check cheating incidents

IIT Delhi developing Covid vaccine which
will minimise chances of blood clotting

Taken off Delhi
roads during Covid,
HoHo buses to be

back soon
NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  FFeebb  1166  ((PPTTII))::
Discontinued during the coron-
avirus pandemic, the famed Hop-
on Hop-off (HoHo) buses are
likely to return on Delhi roads in a
couple of months, with officials
eyeing the March-April window
ahead of the G-20 summit sched-
uled here later this year. A senior
official said the modalities still
need to be worked out and they
expect it to be done soon. The of-
ficial said they are in talks with
the Delhi Transport Corporation
to finalise the form in which it
will be restarted "We are still
thinking whether we will launch
it in partnership with the DTC or
bring on board a private operator
who can run the buses for us. We
plan to have electric buses for
the scheme to resume since it
will send out a positive message
and they will be comfortable
also," said the official.


