
Surrender
GGaayyaa:: A Maoist, carrying
a bounty of Rs 15 lakh on
his head, surrendered
before security forces in
Bihar's Gaya district on
Thursday, police said.
Abhyas Bhuiyan, a mem-
ber of the Bihar-
Jharkhand regional com-
mittee of the banned CPI
(Maoist) outfit, laid down
his rifle and cartridges
before CRPF commandant
Kumar Mayank and Gaya
Senior Superintendent of
Police (SSP) Ashish Bharti
in Rampur area. 

Busted
PPaallgghhaarr:: The Mira
Bhayandar-Vasai Virar
(MBVV) police in
Maharashtra have detect-
ed 16 cases with the
arrest of four persons
who distracted people at
ATM centres and stole
their money, an official
said on Thursday. The
MBVV police have recov-
ered a car, cash and
mobile phones worth Rs
5.28 lakh from the inter-
state gang apart from
seizing 94 ATM cards,
said Suhas Bavche,
deputy commissioner of
police-zone II, Virar.

Drive
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The Delhi gov-
ernment has kicked off a
drive against unregistered
as well as illegally parked
e-rickshaws in the nation-
al capital, an official said
on Thursday. The
Transport department's
enforcement personnel
are taking part in the
crackdown, which began
two days ago. The govern-
ment has already taken
action against 100 e-rick-
shaws, the official said.

Seize 
RRaammaannaatthhaappuurraamm::  The
Coast Guard and
Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence (DRI) have
seized nearly 18 kg of
gold in the district, with a
diving operation helping
secure the yellow metal
from the seabed. In a joint
operation, the Coast
Guard along with DRI,
Chennai, seized 17.74 kg
of gold, worth about Rs
10.50 crore from
Mandapam while it was
being smuggled from Sri
Lanka by the sea route, a
Defence release here said.

Mishap
KKaakkiinnaaddaa:: Seven workers
of an edible oil packaging
factory in a village in
Kakinada district were
asphyxiated on Thursday
when they got into an oil
tank to clean it, police
and district officials said.
The incident occurred at
G Ragampet near here at
around 8:30 AM when one
of the labourers entered
the tank to clean it. 
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Visitors click photographs during
Kolkata Book Fair 2023, in

Kolkata, Thursday.
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New Delhi, Feb 09 (PTI) 

The Serum Institute's
made-in-India vaccine
against cervical cancer,
CERVAVAC, will be avail-
able in the market this
month at an MRP of Rs 2,000
per vial of two doses, official
sources said on Thursday.

The first indigenous
human papillomavirus
(HPV) vaccine was
launched by Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on
January 24 in the presence
of Serum Institute of India
(SII) CEO Adar Poonawalla
and its Director of
Government and
Regulatory Affairs Prakash
Kumar Singh. According to
an official source, Singh has
written a letter to the Union
Health Ministry mentioning
that the price of its HPV
vaccine for the private mar-

ket will be Rs 2,000 per vial
of two doses which is much
lower than other available
HPV vaccines. With hospi-
tals, doctors and associa-
tions approaching the firm
seeking its HPV vaccine, the
Serum Institute is ready to
roll out CERVAVAC in the
private market from this
month. It is learnt that
Singh has also mentioned in
his letter that SII will pro-
vide their HPV vaccine at a
very affordable price when-
ever the Health Ministry
procures it. At present, the

country is fully dependent
on foreign manufacturers
for HPV vaccines.

Currently, only one HPV
vaccine -- American multi-
national Merck's Gardasil --
is available in the private
market in single-dose pre-
filled syringe presentation
and its price is Rs 10,850.

The Union Health
Ministry intends to roll out
HPV vaccine against cervi-
cal cancer in the national
immunisation programme
for girls aged 9 to 14 years in
June, for which a global ten-
der is likely to be floated in
April. India is home to about
16 per cent of the world's
women, but it accounts for
about a quarter of all cervi-
cal cancer incidences and
nearly a third of global cer-
vical cancer deaths. Indian
women face a 1.6 per cent
lifetime cumulative risk of
developing cervical cancer
and 1 per cent cumulative
death risk from cervical
cancer, officials had stated.

New Delhi, Feb 09: 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi

launched a fresh broad-
side against the opposition
on Thursday, saying their
"keechad" (dirt) of allega-
tions will only help the
lotus bloom more and as-
serting he alone outweighs
all who had to take turns
to shout slogans to oppose
him.

Thumping his chest,
Modi declared that he lives
for the country and wants
to do something for the
country, which has rattled
the opposition parties and
they are playing political
games just to save them-
selves. "Desh dekh raha
hai, ek akela kitno ko
bhari padh raha hai (the

country is watching how
one person has out-
weighed so many)," he
said as the opposition
members kept shouting
"Modi-Adani, bhai-bhai".

Unperturbed by the jeer-

ing, Modi finished his 90-
minute speech in reply to
a debate on a motion
thanking the President for
her address to a joint sit-
ting of Parliament, and
listed various achieve-
ments of his government.

With members of the
treasury benches chanting
"Modi-Modi", he pointed at
the opposition MPs who
had gathered in the well of
the House in a bid to shout
him down and said,
"Naare bolne ke liye bhi
unko badal karna padhta

hai (they have to take
turns even to shout slo-
gans)." "Ek conviction ke
karan chala hoon, desh ke
liye jeeta hoon, desh ke
liye kuch karne ke liye
nikla hoon (I live for the
country and have em-
barked with the conviction
to serve the nation)," he
said, adding that his politi-
cal opponents are playing
games as they do not have
the courage to take him
on. The opposition, he
said, is resorting to this
means to save themselves.

Chandigarh, Feb 09 (PTI):

A 17-year-old boy was ap-
prehended in Amritsar
after 15 kg heroin and Rs
8.40 lakh cash were found in
his possession, a top police
official said on Thursday.

The juvenile was held at a
checkpoint on Ram Tirath
Road in the city by teams of
the Counter Intelligence
(CI) unit of Amritsar based
on human inputs, Director
General of Punjab Police
Gaurav Yadav said.

The juvenile, along with
an accomplice identified as
Resham Singh of Khasa vil-
lage in Amritsar, was going
to deliver the drug consign-
ment, he said. Resham
Singh, who prima-facie
seems to be the mastermind

behind the narcotics smug-
gling racket, managed to
flee, Yadav added.

The development came 10
days after the Punjab Police
busted a transborder drug
smuggling cartel with the
arrest of a smuggler and
seizure of five kilogram
heroin and Rs 12.15 lakh
cash during a special check-
ing at Thattha village in
Amritsar's Lopoke.

Preliminary investiga-
tions revealed that the con-
signment of drugs was air-
dropped by Pakistan-based
smugglers using a drone,
Yadav said in a statement.

Assistant Inspector
General of CI wing Amritsar
Amarjit Singh Bajwa said
the father and the grandfa-
ther of the juvenile are serv-
ing prison sentences under
the NDPS Act.

Ahmedabad, Feb 09 (PTI):

The Gujarat University
on Thursday told the
High Court here the
Right to Information Act
can not be used for satis-
fying someone's "childish
curiosity" as it defended
its petition seeking
quashing of an order
under the transparency
law to provide informa-
tion on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's degree
to Delhi CM Arvind
Kejriwal.

Citing exceptions
granted under the RTI
Act for not complying
with the seven-year-old
order of the Central

Information Commission
(CIC), Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta, appearing
for the university, argued
that merely because
someone is holding a pub-
lic office, one can not
seek his private informa-
tion which is not connect-
ed with his public activi-
ty.

Mehta submitted that
information about PM's
degrees is "already in
public domain" and the
university had also
placed the details on its
website in the past, and
claimed the 2005 Act is
being used for settling
scores and to make
"childish jabs" against op-

ponents.
However, Kejriwal's ad-

vocate claimed informa-
tion about PM's degrees
was not available in pub-
lic domain as claimed by
Mehta.

The advocate also re-
ferred to Federal Bureau
of Investigation (FBI)
searches at residences of
former US President
Donald Trump and his
successor in the White
House Joe Biden, and
said no one is above the
law.

After hearing argu-
ments from both sides,
Justice Biren Vaishnav
reserved his order on the
petition.

New Delhi, Feb 09 (PTI) 

President Droupadi
Murmu on Thursday said
the mindset that bringing
up children and managing
home are the responsibili-
ty of women only has to
change while noting that
in spite of their increased
participation they fail to
make the cut above a cer-
tain level owing to family
responsibilities.

Inaugurating a national
convention on 'Women as
Foundation of Value-
based Society' and launch-
ing an all India awareness
campaign 'Empowering
the Family' at the Om
Shanti Retreat Centre of
Brahmakumaris at
Gurugram, she said

women have played a very
important role in shaping
values ??and ethics in

Indian society. Lauding
the Brahmakumaris or-
ganisation for reviving
Indian values ??by keeping
women at the centre,
Murmu said this is the
world's largest spiritual in-
stitution run by women
and more than 46,000 sis-
ters of this organisation
are carrying forward the
tradition of spirituality
and Indian culture in
about 140 countries.

She said when women
get equal opportunities,
they perform on par with
men and sometimes better
than them in every field.

"She noted that women's
participation is increasing
in many fields. However,
many of them are not able
to reach the top position.

Mumbai, Feb 09 (PTI) 

The technical bids for the
construction of a 21-kilome-
tre tunnel, 7 kilometres of
which will be under the sea,
as part of the Mumbai-
Ahmedabad high speed rail
corridor, popularly called
the 'bullet train project, was
opened on Thursday, an of-
ficial said. Two bids have
been received from Afcons
Infrastructure Limited and
Larsen & Toubro Limited
for the C-2 package between
Bandra-Kurla Complex in
Mumbai and Shilphata in
Thane district, a National
High Speed Rail
Corporation Limited

spokesperson said. After
technical evaluation, finan-
cial bids will be opened, the
spokesperson added.

As per NHSRCL, which is
helming the ambitious proj-
ect, the tunnel will be a sin-
gle-tube twin-track struc-
ture having a diameter of
13.1 metres at depths rang-
ing from 25-40 metres below
the ground. Of its 20.37 kilo-
metre length, three tunnel
boring machines (TBMs)
will build 15.42 kilometres
of the structure, while the
remaining 4.96 kilometre
stretch will see the work
being done as per the New
Austrian Tunnelling
Method (NATM).

New Delhi, Feb 09 (PTI) 

Senior Congress leader Shashi
Tharoor, who had contested
the polls for party presidency
last year, met AICC chief
Mallikarjun Kharge on
Thursday and exchanged
thoughts on various issues.
The meeting comes days
ahead of the party's plenary
session to be held in
Chhattisgarh's Raipur from
February 24 to 26.
"Thank you for your gracious-
ness, Congress President
@kharge Ji. I enjoyed
exchanging thoughts with you
on a number of topics today,"
Tharoor said in a tweet and
posted a picture of his meet-

ing with Kharge.
The Congress Working
Committee election will also
be held along with the plenary
session, Congress general sec-
retary (organisation) K C
Venugopal had said last
month. The Congress presi-
dent's election will be ratified
at the plenary session by all
the 9,900-odd Pradesh
Congress Committee dele-
gates. Tharoor had been in the
news recently for his outreach
and meetings in Kerala which
had irked a section of the
state unit. He had contested
the AICC chief polls last
October, but lost to Kharge,
who was seen by many as the
top leadership's candidate.

Kanker, Feb 09: 

Seven schoolchildren
were killed and two oth-
ers, including a student,
were critically injured
after an autorickshaw fer-
rying the kids was hit by a
truck in Kanker district
on Thursday, a senior po-
lice official said.

Earlier, the police said
five children had died.

Eight students from a
private school were going
home in the auto when
the accident took place on
the Korar-
Bhanupratappur Road
around 3.10 pm under the
Korar police station lim-
its, the official said.

Five students died on
the spot, while two others
were pronounced dead at
a nearby hospital, he said.

One student and the
auto driver are seriously
injured and they have

been taken to the state
capital Raipur, about 140
km from Korar, for better

medical assistance, the of-
ficial said. Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel ex-
pressed condolences over
the death of the school-
children. The administra-
tion has been directed to
extend all possible help to
the injured, he said in a
tweet in Hindi.

"May God give courage
to the family members,"
added CM Baghel.

SHOCKING TRUTH

Seven school children killed
as truck hits autorickshaw 

Mingled remains of the auto after meeting with accident.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel expressed condo-
lences over the death of the
schoolchildren. The adminis-
tration has been directed to
extend all possible help to the
injured, he said in a tweet in
Hindi. "May God give courage
to the family members,"
added CM Baghel.

CM expresses grief

Eight students from a private school were going home in the auto
when the accident took place on the Korar-Bhanupratappur Road
around 3.10 pm under the Korar police station limits. Autorickshaw
ferrying the kids was hit by a truck. 

About the mishap

RELIEF TO PATIENTS

SSI vaccine against cervical
cancer in market this month

Priced at Rs 2000
for two doses

At present, the country is fully
dependent on foreign manu-
facturers for HPV vaccines.
Currently, only one HPV vac-
cine -- American multinational
Merck's Gardasil -- is avail-
able in the private market in
single-dose pre-filled syringe
presentation and its price is
Rs 10,850.
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Modi thumps chest, says he
alone is enough for Oppn

PM Narendra Modi replies to
the Motion of Thanks on the

President's address in the
Rajya Sabha during Budget

Session of Parliament, in New
Delhi, Thursday. 

Replying to the Congress charge that the Bharatiya Janata
Party was ignoring Jawaharlal Nehru's efforts in nation-building
after independence, Modi retorted that if the first prime minis-
ter was so great, why have his scions never used his surname. 

‘So Much About Nehru, Why Not Use His Surname?’

CONG PLENARY SESSION

Tharoor meets party
chief Mallikarjun Kharge

Mumbai-Ahmedabad Bullet Train

SURPRISING BUT TRUE

15 kg heroin, Rs 8.40 lakh cash
found in possession of juvenile 

In Amritsar

Technical bids for 21-km tunnel,
including undersea stretch, opened

AERO-INDIA-2023 

Indian Air Force's aerobatics team Surya Kiran performs during rehearsals for the 
upcoming Aero India-2023 air show, at Yelahanka airbase in Bengaluru, Thursday. 

New Delhi, Feb 09 (PTI) 
Pending cases across various
courts in the country are
moving towards the five
crore-mark with an over 4.32
crore backlog in subordinate
courts, according to data
shared by the government in
Rajya Sabha on Thursday.
In separate written replies,
Law Minister Kiren Rijiju said
as on December 31, 2022, the
total pending cases in dis-
trict and subordinate courts
was pegged at over 4.32
crore. He also said over
69,000 cases are pending in
the Supreme Court, while
there is a backlog of more
than 59 lakh cases in the
country's 25 high courts.
Citing details available on
the Supreme Court website,
Rijiju said 69,511 cases were
pending in the top court as
on February 1.

Pending cases
in courts near
5-crore mark

New Delhi, Feb 09 (PTI) 
A team of India's National
Disaster Response Force
(NDRF) engaged in relief and
rescue operations in the
quake-hit Turkiye has suc-
cessfully rescued a six-year-
old girl from under the rub-
ble in Gaziantep.
The NDRF has dispatched
three teams to Turkiye for
rescue operations. "Standing
with Turkiye in this natural
calamity. India's @NDRFHQ
is carrying out rescue and
relief operations at ground
zero. Team IND-11 success-
fully retrieved a 6 years old
girl from Nurdagi, Gaziantep
today," the spokesperson of
the Ministry of Home Affairs
tweeted along with a video
of the girl and how she was
rescued.

NDRF rescues 
6-year-old girl 

VARSITY ON PM DEGREE ROW

‘RTI Act can’t be used to satisfy
someone’s childish curiosity’

‘Mindset that managing home, children only
women’s responsibility has to change’

President Droupadi Murmu
during the inauguration of a

national convention on
‘Women as Foundation of

Value-based Society’, at Om
Shanti Retreat Centre in

Gurugram, Thursday.



Central Chronicle News
BBhhiillaaii,,  FFeebb  0099:: A pre-conference workshop
was organised on Thursday at Bhilai Steel
Plant's BMDC (Bhilai Management
Development Centre) as part of the All India
Steel Medical Officers Conference that is
being hosted and organised from February 9-
12, 2023. MM Gadre ED (P&A), Dr M
Ravindranath, CMO In-charge, CMO Dr P
Binayake, Sanjay Dhar CGM (HRD & BE), Dr
Shilpush Bhosale and Dr Amol Kothianar from
Tata Memorial Hospital, Mumbai were pres-
ent in inaugural session. Detailed lectures on
the topic 'Hemodynamic Monitoring' were
delivered by Dr Shilpush Bhosale, Professor,
Department of Anaesthesia, Tata Memorial
Hospital, Mumbai and Dr Amol Kothianar,
Professor Department of Anaesthesia, Tata
Memorial Hospital, Mumbai in the first ses-
sion of the Pre-Conference Workshop. At the

outset, Dr M Ravindranath, CMO In-charge,
Medical & Health Services, BSP welcomed
the guests and participants. Dr Shailendra
Jain (Ex-Director, JLN Hospital & RC), Dr
Meena Jain (Ex-Joint Director), Dr Jyoti Narula
(Ex-Joint Director) were also present.  All par-
ticipating doctors were highly appreciative
that such a useful knowledge enhancement
workshop had been organised. In the second
session, a workshop on 'Basic Life Support'
was organised under the guidance of the
Head of Department of Anaesthesia,
Jawaharlal Nehru Hospital and Research
Center, Bhilai, Dr Tanuja Anand (Chief
Consultant), Dr Jayita Sarkar (Chief
Consultant), Dr Amit Agarwal (Chief
Consultant)  and Dr Shikha Agarwal
(Advisor).  The technique of giving 'CPR' as
demonstrated in detail was keenly observed
by participants.

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  FFeebb  0099::  Department of
Sociology and Department of
Education of St Thomas College
jointly organised Food Fest to
mark International Day of
Families. Students from different
streams of the college enthusias-
tically participated with their
family members in the Food Fest.
Food Stalls of variety of taste and
nutritional value were prepared
and sold by the students. The
event was inaugurated by Dr
Usha Kiran, Principal of Girls
College, Raipur.

The principal of the college Dr
MG Roymon, appreciated the
staff and students of both the or-
ganising departments for arrang-
ing such a mega event.
Administrator of the college Rev
Fr Dr Joshi Varghese, IQAC coor-
dinator Dr Debjani Mukherjee ex-
tended their moral support. Chief
Guest of Food Fest, Dr Usha Kiran,

motivated and congratulated the
Heads of both the Departments,
the Convenors and the Students,
for initiating such event and de-
veloping team spirit among stu-
dents. She also appreciated stu-
dents' sense of earning with hard
work and creating a sense of self
respect and dignity of labour. The
entire program was guided and
supported by Deepti Santosh,
Head In- Charge of Department
of Sociology and Dr Sheeja
Thomas, Head of Department of

Education along with Convenor
of the event Kanhaiya Pandey
and Dr Hari Prakash Sonwani and
Co convenors Dr Shabnam Khan,
Chandan Dekate, Santosh Yadav,
Dr Jyotsna Gadpayle and Dr
Anupama Gangrade.

The event turned out to be a
Mega hit due to the tedious effort
of all the Student Coordinators
namely Sanchana Sahu, Anupam
Rosy Minj, Daniel PU, Anwit Lakra,
Yogesh Soni, Khushbu Patnayak,
Duleshwar Verma, Rohan Kumar

Soni, Sheryil P Anil and Ditipriya
Rana. Prizes were distributed to
the winners of food fest for differ-
ent categories. Shubham P,
Chandrakant Markam, Deepanjali
Dhruw and Jahnavi Mishra won
prize for the most popular dish by
voting, Gurmeet Singh won first
runner up for most popular dish
by voting. 

Vibha Deshmukh, Aparna Sahu
and Vanee Dewangan won prize
for Best Crunchy Munchy Snacks,
Anisha Sahu, Megha Pisda and
Honey Yadav for Best Street Food,
Palak Agrawal, Anuj for Best in
Cleanliness and Hygiene, Naveen
S Daniel, Shubhang Das, Astha
Ramteke and Alex Rohan for Best
Presentation, Bhaskar Sah,
Aashish Kumar and Vishva
Mohan Singh for Best in Taste,
Tejas Patel, Ashish Patel and
Sakshee Sahu for Best Healthy
food and Geshu Jaiswal and Nidhi
Gupta won prize for Best Easy 
to Cook. 

PESB recommends Dr SC Pandey
for Director (Personnel) RINL

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 09: Public
Enterprises
S e l e c t i o n
B o a r d
( P E S B )
u n d e r
Department
o f
Personnel

and Training, Government
of India has recommended
Dr Suresh Chandra Pandey
for the post of Director
(Personnel), Rashtriya Ispat
Nigam Ltd (RINL),
Vishakhapatnam, Andhra
Pradesh on February
07,2023.

He is presently working
as Chief General Manager
(Personnel &
Administration), Steel
Authority of India Ltd
(SAIL), in Salem Steel Plant.
Dr Pandey has got more

than three decades of expe-
rience in different verticals
on Personnel and
Administration Division in
various plants. Earlier, Dr
Pandey was General
Manager (Personnel) in
Bokaro Steel Plant (BSL).
Before that he has also
served Chandrapur Ferro-
Alloy Plant (CFP),
Chandrapur, MS. He is a
Commerce graduate from
Ranchi University. He has
also completed MBA
(Personnel Management ),
LLB. He earned his PhD in
HR from Magadh
University, Bodh Gaya. Now,
the recommendation for
Director (Personnel), RINL
will be sent to the Ministry
of Steel for further process-
ing and it will finally be put
up for the approval of
Appointments Committee
of Cabinet (ACC).

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 09: A Fast
Track Special Court in
Durg sentenced a
Milkman to three years of
rigorous imprisonment
for sexually harassing a
school girl. The convict
has been supplying milk
to the victim's house for
the last ten years.
Finding her alone at
home, he trespassed into
the victim's house and
tried to take sexual ad-
vances.

The victim resisted and
pushed him out of the
house. She informed her
parents after which an
FIR was lodged at Smriti
Nagar Chowki on June
30, 2021. The charge sheet

was filed on July 15, 2021
after which the court trial
was conducted on Fast
Track and the judgement
was pronounced on
February 09, 2023.

The Fast Track Special
Court sentenced the 30-
year-old convict to three
years of rigorous impris-
onment for sexually as-
saulting the minor girl.
On Thursday, the Upper
Sessions Judge (Fourth),
FTSC - POCSO, Sangeeta
Naveen Tiwari convicted
Dinesh Kumar Yadav (30),
son of Sitaram Yadav a
resident of village
Nankatti, PS Nandini.

Special Public
Prosecutor Santosh
Kasar informed that the
accused was known to the

victim as he has been de-
livering milk to her house
for the last ten years. The
victim is a student of a
prestigious school.

On June 30, 2021, she
was alone at home as her
father and elder sister
had gone for some work
while her mother had
gone to duty. The ac-
cused reached her house
to deliver milk and tak-
ing advantage of the sit-
uation; he trespassed
into the house and
grabbed the minor girl
with the intention to out-
rage her modesty.

The girl resisted
strongly and pushed
him out of the house.
She immediately in-
formed her parents after

which they lodged an
FIR at the Police Station.
After trial, the Special
Court found the accused
guilty and awarded dif-
ferent jail terms for sec-
tion 454 of IPC and
Section 8 of POCSO Act
under which the ac-
cused was tried.

He was sentenced to
one year of rigorous im-
prisonment and Rs 100
fine under section 454 of
IPC and three years of
rigorous imprisonment
and Rs 500 fine under
section 8 of POCSO Act.
The jail terms would run
concurrently and penal-
ties for different sections
aggregating to three
years of rigorous impris-
onment and Rs 600 fine.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 09: Under the
Swachh Bharat Mission
(Gramin), door to door
garbage collection is being
done through two tricycles
(garbage cart) by Jagruti
Mahila Self Help Group in
Gram Panchayat
Pachpedi.

The SHG conducts
cleaning and sweeping
works at the major road
junctions and public
places of the village,
ponds, school, Anganwadi
and markets squares every
week. The waste is collect-
ed and taken to the segre-
gation yard.

The group members are
also making profit by sell-
ing the dry waste. The SHG

also takes out Swachhta
Rally every month and
urges the people to take the
cleanliness oath. They also
monitor the open defeca-

tion places. Due to their ef-
forts, cleanliness is being
maintained in the village.
The Swachhta activities
are being conducted under

the guidance of the group
president Manisha
Chandrakar, Sarpanch
Sundar Lal Khare and
Devnath Sahu.

Mobile Veterinary Unit 
provides treatment to injured 

and sick stray animals

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 09: As per the
instructions of Collector
Pushpendra Kumar
Meena, a Mobile

Veterinary Unit is being
operated by the Livestock
Development Department,
Durg. The injured and sick
stray animals are being
treated on the spot due.
Along with this, veteri-
nary camps are also being
organized from time to
time in different areas.

Deputy Director
Veterinary Services Dr
Rajeev Deoras informed
that so far this year, 133 in-
jured and sick stray ani-

mals were treated on the
spot. Through 38 veteri-
nary camps, 2926 animals
were treated and medi-
cines were provided for
5651 animals. Along with
this, health check-up is
also being done by the mo-
bile unit three days a week
in urban villages. People
can contact the unit on
telephone number 0788-
2323446 for the treatment
of injured and sick stray
animals.

Air Quality improves in
Rasmada industrial area

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 09: Due to the
problem of increasing pol-
lution in the Rasmada in-
dustrial area, the locals
staged aggressive demon-
strations a few weeks ago.
Taking cognizance of the
matter, Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu had
conducted discussion with
public representatives and
industrialists of Rasmada
in the presence of admin-
istrative officers and had
directed the industrial
groups to keep the pollu-
tion under control. The of-
ficials were also instructed
to continuously monitor
the Air Quality Index.

After about a month, the
Home Minister reviewed
the status of compliance
on the instructions given
in the last meeting. The
villagers said that due to
continuous monitoring,
there has been a reduction
in pollution. Environment
Board officials said that

the Air Quality Index has
improved in Rasmada.
Collector Pushpendra
Kumar Meena was also
present in the meeting.

He informed that moni-
toring of Rasmada is
being done regularly by
the administrative team
and the pollution situation
is being monitored. In the
meeting, the Home
Minister asked the offi-
cials of the Industries
Department about the
number of local labourers
working in Rasmada. He
had instructed the officials
in the last meeting to col-
lect data in this regard.

Officials of the
Industries Department
replied that there are
about 4833 labourers in the
industrial area, in which
more than one thousand
labourers are from
Rasmada village. The
Home Minister directed
the officials to ensure that
the local people get maxi-
mum jobs in the indus-
tries. Whenever there is a
vacancy, the SDM must be
informed first so that lo-
cals could be informed
about the job vacancy
through Munadi (public
announcement done by
Kotwars).

Along with this, the
Home Minister also asked
the industries to work for
the development of
Rasmada. He said that if
the industrial area is
beautiful and convenient,
it will be beneficial for the
local people as well as the
industries. He asked the
industrialists to extend
full cooperation in taking
responsibility of their
area and provide financial
help in the development
works here so that better
infrastructure can be
built here.

The Home Minister also
inquired about the tree

plantation. Officials of the
Industries Department
said that the industries
have not done tree planta-
tion as per the target. The
Home Minister asked the
industries to meet the tar-
get. He added that at the
administrative level also, a
big campaign should be
done for plantation of
saplings in the vacant
lands of Rasmada. In the
meeting, he asked the offi-
cers to take action and re-
move encroachment from
the Rasmada area.

Along with this, there
should be a good arrange-
ment for vehicle parking.
There should be arrange-
ments for canteen etc for
the drivers, laborers etc.
Along with this, he asked
for continuous monitoring
of pollution under the
leadership of SDM. The
Collector said that the ad-
ministrative team will
work for the development
of Rasmada after taking
feedback from the people.
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People can seek help 
on telephone number
0788-2323446 
2926 animals treated and
medicines provided for
5651 animals

Home Minister conducts review meeting with public representatives and industrialists 

Swachhta Rally taken out in Pachpedi 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 09: A work-
shop was organized for
the officers of the district
about the guidelines for
the implementation of
the General Provident
Fund (CGPF).

Detailed information
was provided about the
instructions issued by
the government for gov-
ernment servants ap-
pointed after November
01, 2004, regarding the op-
tion of taking advantage
of the old pension
scheme or remaining in
NPS.

Along with this, the
doubts of the
officers/employees were
also resolved. Devendra

Choubey, Deputy
Director, Divisional Joint
Fund - Accounts and

Pension Durg and
Raghavendra Kumar,
Senior Treasury Officer,

Durg, gave detailed infor-
mation to all the offi-
cers/employees.

Officials detailed about NPS and OPS

SSV students excel in
JEE Mains session 1

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 09:
Thirteen students of Sri
Sankara Vidyalaya,
Sector 10 have proved
their excellence in JEE
MAINS in session 1
(January 2023). They are
Shreyash kumar Sahu
(98.24), Mukesh
Dewangan (97.27), Achal
Dubey (97.17), Ganivada
Lalith (95.86), Naval
Despandey (93.74),
Kuntal Verma (92.52),
Ankoor Deshkar (92.41),
Aryan Yadav (91.96),
Kavyansh Singh(91.84),
Neeraj Bharti (91.12),
Mayank Sahu (90.996),
Sunidhi Ninje (83.86),

Sunayana Sainath
(53.36), Bipin Deshmukh
(Principal, SSV), man-
agement and staff of
SSV congratulated the
achievers for their suc-
cess and wished them a
bright future. They also
acknowledged the con-
tribution of the parents
in the achievement of
their children.

Milkman gets three years RI for
sexually harassing a school girl

St Thomas College organises Food FestDoctors from Tata Memorial
Hospital Mumbai address workshop 
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Raipur, Feb 09:

Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) on Thursday strong-
ly raised objection over ex-
tension of tenure of
Judicial Probe
Commission on Jhiram
Valley incident.

In a statement issued
here, the BJP’s Chief
Spokesperson and senior
MLA Ajay Chandrakar
claimed that the ruling
Congress government has
been resorting politics on
the Jhiram Valley inci-
dent. He said that the
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel should had not
needed to form Judicial
probe into the Jhiram
Valley incident as the sen-
ior Congress MLA

Kawashi Lakhma, a
Cabinet minister in his
government, should have
been interrogated as sen-
ior tribal leader from
Bastar, was reported pres-
ent during the incident.
CM should ask Lakhma
about the conspirators as
he would be the right per-
son to make disclosure on
the incident. He said that
victims of the incident,
have not got justice even
after four years of
Congress government.
BJP MLA alleged that the
Congress is just playing
politics on the issue and
has also questioned the
significance of forming
the committee to investi-
gate the incident. BJP
Spokesperson said that in-
stead of resorting to poli-
tics, the Congress govern-
ment should provide jus-
tice to the victims of the
incidents.

Cong resorting to politics
in Jhiram Valley incident

probe: Chandrakar
 BJP objects 

extension of probe
committee tenure

WATER HYACINTH 

As the water-level recedes in the city’s lifeline Kharun, the Water Hyacinth are now visible in certain pockets and
requires regular cleaning.

CCeennttrraall  CChhrroonniiccllee  NNeewwss

RRaaiippuurr,,  FFeebb  0099:: National Institute
of Technology (NIT) Raipur’s
Department of Biomedical
Engineering is organizing the
second international conference
on “Biomedical Engineering
Science and Technology:
Roadway from Laboratory to
Market” (ICBEST 2023) on 10th
and 11th February 2023 in hybrid
mode.  Padma Shri Dr. Arun T
Dabke, Retd. Dean & Professor,
Pediatric, Medical College
Raipur, Former VC Ayush Health
Science Raipur is the Chief
Guest. The aim of the event is to
provide a forum for researchers,
practitioners and professionals
from the industry and the acade-
mia to share their research
trends, findings, and results. Dr.
Guoan Zheng, Associate
Professor, Department of

B i o m e d i c a l / E l e c t r i c a l
Engineering, University of
Connecticut, USA, and Dr.
Sanjeev Kumar Mahto,
Associate Professor &
Coordinator, School of
Biomedical Engineering, Indian
Institute of Technology,
(Banaras Hindu University),
Varanasi will be present as
Keynote Speakers for the con-
ference. The conference will be
open for all academicians,
research scholars, post-doctor-
ate, post-graduates, and under-
graduate students functioning in
the field of biomedical engineer-
ing. The conference would serve
as a premier interdisciplinary
platform for researchers, practi-
tioners, and educators to pres-
ent and discuss the most recent
innovations, trends, and con-
cerns as well as practical chal-
lenges encountered, and solu-
tions adopted in the field.

More than 80 participants
including 35 technical presenta-
tions from scientists, engineers,
and academicians from India
and abroad will be attending the
conference. 

Conference by Biomedical
Engineering of NIT today
 On ‘Biomedical

Engineering Science
and Technology:
Roadway from
Laboratory to Market’

Raipur, Feb 09: 

Chhattisgarh Youth
Congress took out a foot
march from Ambedkar
Chowk to Raj Bhavan de-
manding JPC probe
against Modi-Adani in
protest against country’s
biggest economic scam.
Youth Congress workers
led by State President
Akash Sharma went to the
Raj Bhavan in the name of
the President and submit-
ted a memorandum to the
Governor. It is notable that
during the gherao of Raj
Bhavan, Youth Congress
workers got angry and
shouted slogans against
Modi-Adani. The workers
shouted slogans to return
the country’s money. Also
burnt the effigy of Prime

Minister Narendra Modi
at the Raj Bhavan gate.
During the gherao of Raj
Bhavan, Youth Congress
workers broke the barri-
cade and climbed the gate,
which caused a stir in the

Youth Congress and the
police administration.
Chhattisgarh Youth
Congress raised  the de-
mand for JPC inquiry
against Gautam Adani.
Chhattisgarh Youth

Congress is agitating in a
phased manner. Earlier
there was a demonstration
in front of the LIC office.
Youth Congress said that if
the demand is not fulfilled,
there will be agitation at
the state level.
Significantly, the Congress
said that the shares of
Adani Group bought by
SBI and LIC should be in-
vestigated through JPC as
to why this money was
given, on what conditions.
During the demonstration
held in front of LIC office
on the previous day, deep
friendship of both Modi
and Adani was shown
through a street play. The
City Congress Committee
also performed a street
play at Jai Stambh Chowk
in which activists wearing
masks of industrialists
Gautam Adani and
Narendra Modi were seen
performing.

YC stages foot-march against Modi-Adani 
 In protest against

economic scam

RRaaiippuurr,,  FFeebb  0099::  

Doctors of Chhattisgarh’s
Sanjeevani Cancer Hospital
have  performed a successful
operation to save the kidney by
removing the tumor from the
patient’s cancerous kidney by
complex partial nephrectomy
procedure with robotic cancer
surgery system. Significantly,
this operation has been done
with robot for the first time in
Chhattisgarh.  Senior surgical
oncologist Dr. Arpan
Chaturmohta told that the sur-
gical team removed the tumor
from the cancerous kidney of a
61-year-old woman by complex
partial nephrectomy procedure
with the help of state-of-the-

art robotic and frozen tech-
niques and restored 85 percent
of the kidney on one side and
the entire kidney on the other
side.  Dr. Arpan told that about
5 years ago, his close relative
had to get his kidney removed
through operation in a similar
case, which caused a lot of
trouble in his life. Dr. Arpan
had thought at the same time
that there is a need for such a
state-of-the-art system so that
this treatment is possible with-
out kidney removal. He shared

that now it is possible in
Sanjeevani Cancer Hospital
with the help of robotic system
and frozen section. This is a
huge achievement for the state
of Chhattisgarh and the field of
robotic surgery. The use of
robotic systems is becoming
increasingly common in com-
plex procedures such as partial
nephrectomy, and is expected
to continue to improve out-
comes and recovery times for
cancer patients in the future.
These procedures allowed the
use of robotic systems to
increase control, resulting in
less blood loss due to smaller
incisions and a better and
quicker patient recovery from
the procedure than usual. The
use of robotic technology in
surgery is expected to become
increasingly common in the
coming years, as it offers sev-
eral advantages over tradition-
al surgical techniques.

Sanjeevani Cancer Hospital performs
successful operation to save kidney
 By removing 

cancerous tumor 
with robotic cancer
surgery system

Air India shuts 
its door in Ch’garh
Raipur, Feb 09: It is a sad
moment for the people of
state as Air India has an-
nounced to wind up its op-
erations from
Chhattisgarh. As per an
email from Air India man-
agement, company with ef-
fective from February 13,
Air India is permanently
closing AI 651 Mumbai-
Raipur-Vishakhapatnam-
Mumbai flight. Further it
will also close its 40 years
old Raipur office.

It needs to be informed
here, many politicians had
availed the services of Air
India for the first time
when they travelled to
Delhi and also industrial-
ists from the state availed
Air India services when
they started flying to
Delhi. After four decades
AI is giving final good bye
to Chhattisgarh, informs
Vyas Travels owner and
entrepreneur Kirti Vyas.

Raipur, Feb 09:
Chhattisgarhi film viewers
will get to see another fab-
ulous film ‘Sun Sun Maya
Ke Dhun’ to be released  on
February 17 at 8 places in
Chhattisgarh. Addressing
the scribes here, the Hero,
Writer and Producer of the
film, Gyanesh Hardel said
that ‘Sun Sun Maya Ke
Dhun’ is pure family enter-
tainment film with lot of
uniqueness. Its dialogues
and presentation will leave
a different impression on
the audience.

Apart from this, the au-
dience will also get a dose
of comedy in this film.
There are a total of 6 songs
in the film. The playback
singers of the film are  RK
and Sunil Soni. Music
Director is Sunil Soni.
Talking about the cast of
the film, Gyanesh Hardel
and Devendra Sahu are in
the lead role. Apart from
this, other artists are

Monika Sharma, Abha
Devdas (both lead actress),
Rajnesh Jhanjhi, Nakul
Mahelwar, Anjali Singh
Chauhan, Sarla Sen,
Urvashi Sahu, Comedy
King Santosh Nishad
(Bochku), Raju Pandey,
Rajju Chandravanshi and
Ramkumar Chauhan. The
film is directed by Satish
Dewangan. He said that
‘Sun Sun Maya Ke Dhun’ is
a family film in which you

will get to listen melodious
songs and there is a tinge
of comedy everywhere
from beginning to end.
This is a film for people of
all classes and  ages in
which everyone will find
themselves a part of the
character of this film. On
the other hand all the
songs of the film have dif-
ferent tastes. The level of
comedy is also different.
And this film will appeal to

both Chhattisgarhi audi-
ence and Hindi speaking
audience. The story of the
film is totally on a new con-
cept in which the audience
will find themselves asso-
ciated with it. He said that
I am full confidence that
such a movie is coming for
the first time in
Chhattisgarh and will be
big box office hit. ‘Sun Sun
Maya Ke Dhun’ is a big
budget movie. There has
been a high level of work
done on songs, post pro-
duction, graphics design
and VFX which you will
come to know just by
watching the movie.
Gyanesh said that we have
selected the actors accord-
ing to the character of the
character and each and
every artist has played
their character very well.
We have also given chance
to some new and good
artists who have given
their 100% output.

‘Sun Sun Maya Ke Dhun’ to be released on Feb 17

Raipur, Feb 09: The
Institute Innovation Cell
(IIC) at IIT Bhilai and
MSME is organising an
Industry 4.0 workshop
under the
Entrepreneurship and
Skill Development
Training Programme of
MSME between
February 17-21, 2023. In
India, industry 4.0 is at a
nascent stage and in the
process of getting adopt-
ed. This training will be
beneficial to all the stake-
holders and make them
future-ready.

The workshop will give
theoretical and hands-on
training on the major
paradigms of Industry
4.0 such as Cyber-physi-
cal systems, the Internet
of things (IoT), Cloud

Computing, Big Data an-
alytics, AI/ML, and
Sensors and Actuators.
The participants will
gain both theoretical and
hands-on experience and
knowledge of the major
paradigms of industry
4.0. Eminent speakers
from the industry and ac-
ademia have been invited
to deliver lectures cou-
pled with hands-on labo-
ratory sessions. Notable
among these are practi-
tioners and experts from
Nokia Research,
NVIDIA, Bhilai Steel
Plant, as well as senior
professors from IIM
Raipur, IIIT Naya Raipur,
and IIT Bhilai. The regis-
tration is free and further
details are available on
the IIT Bhilai website.

IIT Bhilai is organising an
Industry 4.0 workshop

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Feb 09: Noted
Folk and Religious Singer
Dilip Kshadagi was chief
guest of the Cultural
evening being organized
under the aegis of Vaman
Rao Lakhe Higher
Secondary School and SP
English Medium Scheme
Hirapur here on
Thursday. Chairman of
Siksha  Pracharak Samiti

Ajay Tiwari presided
over the Cultural pro-
gramme. Enthusiastic
students performed
dance and song from
South, Punjab and other
regional themes.
Prominent among those
present were the
Principal of all the
Schools and Colleges
managed by the Samiti,
informs a press release
issued here.

Cultural event held at
Vaman Rao Lakhe Schools

RRaaiippuurr,,  FFeebb  0099:: National
Institute of Technology
Raipur’s Turing Club of
Programmers (TCP), The
Institute’s Official Coding Club
is going to host its highly antic-
ipated annual code event
CodeUtsava 6.0 from 11th to
12th February 2023. The coding
festival will be organized under
the expert guidance of Dr.
Pawan Mishra, Professor In-
charge, TCP. The event aims to
bring likeminded coders from
all over the nation together,
and foster coding culture
among the students of the
institute through its diverse
range of programs. Previously,
several interactive sessions on
innovative technologies like
blockchain, augmented reality
etc. were also organized under
Codeutsava 6.0 which had
speakers from MNCs like
Google, Microsoft, and Amazon
etc. The two-day long event
will witness the institute’s

annual “28 Hour Hackathon”
with participants from various
IITs, NITs, IIITs and many other
private colleges across the
country. The Day-1 of the fest
will consist of various activities
for code enthusiasts including
“Code Riddles”, “IT Quiz”, as
well as “Design a Logo” and e-
sports events like “Ultimate
Gaming” will also be held. The
fest will conclude on the Day 2
with the end of the 28 Hour
Hackathon and the final round
of Ultimate Gaming. The win-
ners of the hackathon will get
prizes worth 10 lakhs.

NIT Raipur to Organize
CodeUtsava 6.0

Raipur, Feb 09:

Srinivasan, the founder
and director of Celebrity
Cricket League, paid a
courtesy call on Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
at his residence office
here on Wednesday
evening. He invited the
Chief Minister to attend
the Celebrity Cricket
League to be organized in
Raipur on February 18
and 19 as the chief guest.
The Chief Minister
thanked him for the invi-
tation. Anand Bihari
Yadav, who accompanied
Srinivasan, said that
about 150 film artists will

participate in CCL and
matches will be held be-
tween the teams formed.
He informed that popular
film actors including
Sonu Sood, Manoj

Tiwari, Dinesh Lal Yadav,
Ritesh Deshmukh, Bobby
Deol, Sohail Khan,
Venkatesh and Kiccha
Sudeep will participate
in this league.

CCL director pays courtesy
call on CM Bhupesh Baghel
 Invites Chief Minister

to attend Celebrity
Cricket League

Raipur, Feb 09:

Mili Chugh and
Sanskriti Tayal would be
presenting their challenge
in the Under 19 Girls Single
and Double championship
for Chhattisgarh in the
Indian Pickleball Open
being organized at Goa.

Providing the above infor-
mation in a statement is-
sued here, the Secretary of
the Association Rupendra
Singh Chouhan said that
Shilpi Matreja and
Bhawna Chouhann would
be representing
Chhattisgarh in the 50
years plus championship.

SPORTS ROUND-UP

Mili-Sanskriti to represent
Chh’garh in Pickleball event

Niraj Kumar Bansod
appointed PS to

Ministry of Home
Affairs & Corporation

(Amit Shah)
Raipur, Feb 09:

IAS Niraj Bansod has
been appointed as
Private Secretary (PS) of
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah. An IAS of
2008 batch, this appoint-
ment of Niraj Kumar
Bansod has been cleared
by the Committee of
Cabinet. It is notable
here that IAS Niraj
Kumar Bansod went on
deputation to Centre last
year itself and was given
the responsibility of
Director in the Central
Secretariat. But he has
been given new and high-
er responsibility. Niraj
Kumar Bansod is now
Private Secretary to the
Ministry of Home
Affairs & Corporation
(Amit Shah).
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MAGHI PUNNI MELA

Rajim: The tableaux at Maghi Punni Mela in Rajim with presentation of students studying and Lord Shiva’s
marriage are attracting good crowd.

Jagdalpur, Feb 09: 

A conference was organ-
ized by the Minorities
Commission for the social,
economic and educational
development of the com-
munity in the auditorium
of Shaheed Gundadhur
Agriculture College,
Kumhrawand. Addressing
the gathering, in-charge
minister Kawasi Lakhma
said that the Chhattisgarh
government is always
ready to solve the prob-
lems of minority commu-
nities. Along with this,
this conference has been
organized to take the pub-
lic welfare schemes of the
government to the minori-
ty community. For this, the
Chairman of the
Commission Mahendra
Chhabra himself is camp-
ing in Bastar for the last
two days. He said that
Chhattisgarh government
believes in taking all class-
es and communities to-
gether and is continuously
working for the protection
and development of mi-
norities. He also talked
about taking the demand
of running hostels for mi-
nority community stu-
dents in Jagdalpur to
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel. Members of the
minority community who
have done excellent work

were also honored on the
occasion.

Commission Chairman
Mahendra Chhabra said
that protection of the in-
terests of the members of
the minority community
is the prime responsibility
of the Commission. He
also talked about taking
initiative to solve the prob-
lem related to grant of
‘Madrassas’. He talked
about the mandatory re-
quirement of bank pass-
book of the students for
the benefit of the scholar-
ship scheme. He said that
for this, instructions have
been given to the bank offi-
cials to make passbooks of

the students by going to
Gurudwara, Masjid,
Dadabadi, Buddh Vihar
etc. Parliamentary
Secretary Rekhchand Jain
said that the Chhattisgarh
government has made con-
tinuous efforts for the so-
cial, economic and educa-
tional development of the
minority community
along with respecting all
religions. Describing edu-
cation as very important
for the development of any
society, he said that pre-
matric and post-matric
scholarship is being pro-
vided by the Chhattisgarh
government for coopera-
tion in the education of

the students. Giving infor-
mation about schemes like
‘Nai Udaan’, ‘Padho
Pardesh’, ‘Nai Roshni’ etc.
of the government, he ap-
pealed to take advantage of
them.

Chairman of Indravati
Development Authority,
Rajeev Sharma talked
about organizing a confer-
ence for the social, eco-
nomic and educational de-
velopment of the minority
community for the first
time in Jagdalpur. He ex-
pressed gratitude to the
Commission for publish-
ing books based on public
welfare schemes run by
the government for the
welfare of the minority
community.

On this occasion, Mayor
Safira Sahu, Municipal
Corporation President
Kavita Sahu, Member of
Chhattisgarh Building
and Other Construction
Workers Board Balram
Maurya, CEO District
Panchayat Prakash Sarve,
Asst. Comm. In-charge of
Tribal Development
Department  Aastha
Rajput, DEO, People’s rep-
resentatives of minority
communities, including
Bharti Pradhan, represen-
tatives of Muslim,
Christian, Jain, Buddhist
and Sikh communities
were present.

Ch’garh to solve the problems
of minorities: Lakhma

Jagdalpur, Feb 09: 

National President of
Bharatiya Janata Party
JP Nadda will be arriving
in Bastar on Feb 11. BJP
has started preparations
for the arrival of the
National President in
Bastar. JP Nadda will also
address the gathering by
participating in various
programs in Jagdalpur.

BJP State General
Secretary Kedar Kashyap
held a meeting of party

leaders today and in-
quired about the prepara-
tions. He discussed about
the important stay of the
National President in
Bastar. The venue selec-
tion is being considered
for the meeting to be or-
ganized by National
President JP Nadda. BJP
State General Secretary
Kedar Kashyap inspected
the Lalbagh Maidan and
Railway Maidan on
Tuesday after the meeting
at the party office.

It has not yet been de-
cided at which place the
meeting of the BJP
National President will be
held. After discussion and
consideration with the
senior leaders of the state,
the selection of the venue
will be finalised. JP
Nadda’s stay in Bastar
has only one-day left.
Seeing this, the BJP or-
ganization has started
speeding up the prepara-
tions. Nadda’s stay in
Bastar is considered very
important from the politi-
cal point of view as as-
sembly elections are to be
held in the state later this
year.

BJP District President
Roop Singh Mandavi,
Shivnarayan Paday,
Sudhir Paday, Sridhar
Ojha, Ramashray Singh,
Rajneesh Panigrahi,
Vedprakash Paday, Alok
Awasthi, Suresh Gupta,
Aryaendra Singh Arya,
Brijesh Bhadauria, etc
were present in today’s
meeting.

BJP National President 
JP Nadda arriving on Feb 11

Kawardha, Feb 09:

The six-member dis-
trict-level committee
formed by the Collector
Janmejay Mohabe has
started inquiry into the
rape incident with a minor
in city’s Gurukul School.
The Committee formed
under chairmanship of
Upper Collector Indrajeet
Burman conducted in-
spection of the School
along with members of
the Committee on
Thursday. They held talks
with the Vice- Principal
Gurukul School, CCTV
footage monitoring in-
charge, vehicle drivers
and other employees about
the incident. The team of
officials also inspected the
entire sports ground and
School premises. Collector
Burman informed that
prima-facie there were lots
of lacunae found in the
system for the security
arrangements in the
School and added that this

investigation would con-
tinue for few more days.
He gave instructions to
open the School from to-
morrow as per the sched-
uled time.

It is notable here that
the Collector has formed a
six-member district-level
committee to hold investi-
gations into this sensa-
tional rape incident with a
four year old minor girl.
Collector has asked the
Committee to submit its
report within a week’s

time.
The members of the

committee under chair-
manship of Upper
Collector include- Addl. SP
Kabirdhaam Manisha
Thakur Rawate, Jt.
Director Monika Kodo,
DEO MK Gupta, District
Prog. Officer Women &
Child Development Deptt
Anand Tiwari, District
Transport officer Mohan
Lal Sahu, District Child
Protection Officer
Satyanarayan Rathore.

Committee members 
conduct inspection of School

Founds many lacunae in security arrangements

Jagdalpur, Feb 08: The
swearing-in ceremony of
JCI Jagdalpur City was
held today at a private
hotel in the city. On this oc-
casion, Inspector General
of Police Sundaraj P of
Bastar division was pres-
ent as the chief guest and
ZP Akash Sundarani of
the zone was present as
the special guest. This
year Vishal Dulhani was
sworn in as the president
and Nitin Khatri as the
secretary of the club.
Simultaneously, the oath
of office and secrecy was
also administered to the
Board of Directors by the
chief guest. This time,
Chapter Incharge Gautam
Parekh, Chapter Guide

Anil Maddi, Treasurer
Atul Jain, VP Growth
Prateek Chikhlikar,
Fitness Siddharth Kapoor,
Business Training
Amardeep Sodhi, Greater
Raghav Himani and
Gaurav Dodia as well as
Public Relations Nitesh
Singh Chauhan were
given to the Board of
Directors. Is. Chief guest
Sundarraj P congratulated
the new chairman and his
team. In his address, while
appreciating the various
works done by JCI Club in
the society, he asked to
make every possible effort
in the future. Club mem-
bers and prominent citi-
zens of the city were pres-
ent on the occasion.

Vishal Dulhani sworn-in as
President JCI Jagdalpur City

Nitin Khatri as the Secretary

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  FFeebb  0099::

Vedanta Aluminium, India’s
largest producer of alumini-
um, launches 12 mm
Aluminium Wire Rod for the
electrical industry at
International Aluminium
Conference (IAC) 2023. With a
production capacity of 560 kilo
tonnes, equipped with state-
of-the-art technologies of
Southwire (USA) and
Continuus-Properzi (Italy),
Vedanta Aluminium is the
largest producer of high-quali-
ty electrical conductor (EC)
grade wire rods which find
crucial applications in the
electrical industry, such as in
the form of wire and cables for
transmission & distribution
networks, coils & windings,
heating & cooling tube, and
more.

Vedanta’s 12 mm Wire Rods
are manufactured using the
state-of-the-art Properzi
Continuous Casting technolo-
gy at the company’s alumini-
um smelters in Jharsuguda
(Odisha) and BALCO
(Chhattisgarh). They can be

used by extrusion, drawing
and rolling industries for elec-
trical applications in trans-
formers, automobiles and
more. 12 mm wire rods are the
latest addition to Vedanta’s
top-of-the-line offerings in the
wire rod segment, which
include 7.6 mm, 9.5 mm and 15
mm EC-grade wire rods, alloy
wire rods (8xxx series) and flip
coils. 

With high-precision
automation built into its mills,
the wire rods produced by
Vedanta Aluminium offer
superior surface finish, cus-
tomised winding patterns and
flexibility in lubrication based
on customer requirements. 

Produced with 100% pri-
mary aluminium, Vedanta’s
wire rods offer unparalleled
metal purity and excellent
metal hygiene, making them
stand out amongst global
peers. Reviews of the 12 mm
wire rod in the Indian market
have been extremely encour-
aging, and the company is now
looking to expand to export
markets for this product.
Launching the product, Mr

Rahul Sharma, CEO –
Aluminium Business, Vedanta
Limited, said, “We are delight-
ed to launch the 12 mm Wire
Rods as our latest offering for
the electrical industry.  Access
to reliable and clean energy
will be crucial to the socio-
economic development of any
country and its people.
Aluminium is a critical raw
material for the electrical
industry, from generation to
last-mile delivery. 

With a robust portfolio of
offerings in the wire rods seg-
ment, Vedanta Aluminium has
long been a supplier of choice
for the electrical industry. Our
customers are at the heart of
all our products, our produc-
tion and our innovation. And
hence, we offer them a bundle
of advantages in the form of
360-degree holistic solutions
to support them at various
stages of their business aspi-
rations. The launch of the 12
mm Wire Rods stands testimo-
ny to the way we work with
customers to co-create cus-
tomized products for their cur-
rent and emerging needs.”

Aluminium being a dynamic
and rapidly evolving industry
with potential for greater
applications in a sustainabili-
ty-conscious world, Vedanta
Aluminium is also focusing its
efforts on building a Centre of
Excellence in aluminium. The
Centre of Excellence brings
together R&D, innovation,
operations, marketing and
global technical expertise to
invent the next big thing in
aluminium. Vedanta
Aluminium is constantly aug-
menting its value-added prod-
uct portfolio by introducing
application-based products to
give customers an unmatched
competitive advantage and is
constantly leveraging next-
generation technologies to
boost its manufacturing excel-
lence.

Recently, the company
announced plans for the
Vedanta Aluminium Park,
which will come up near its
Jharsuguda smelter. Here
companies from various indus-
tries, including the electrical
segment, can set up their
manufacturing units, draw
high quality hot metal/liquid
aluminium just in time, to
manufacture their products. 

Companies in the
Aluminium Park also have
access to Vedanta’s Centre of
Excellence, ecosystem of
startups and global experts,
and a plethora of other advan-
tages.  IF

Vedanta Aluminium launches 12mm Aluminium Wire Rod 
 For the Electrical

Industry
 Product showcased

and launched at the
International
Aluminium Conference
2023 in Odisha

Raipur, Feb 09: 

The Seer from
Govardhanmath Puri
Shankaracharya Swamy
Nischalanand Saraswatiji
Maharaj was accorded
warm welcome on his ar-
rival at Gram Ranvirpur
here on Thursday. He
reached here from
Jagdalpur to Jamunia
Bhata Ground, Ranvirpur
Silhati Road by the resi-
dents of Kabirdhaam dis-
trict showering flower
petals. Around 5000
woman took out ‘Kalash
Yatra’ and made his re-
sounding welcome a mem-
orable moment. It is after
around 7 yrs that
Shankaracharyaji arrived

here in Kabirdhaam and
due to which thousands of
religious persons and
devotees welcomed him
with renewed energy.

It is notable here that
Shakaracharya Swamy
Nischalananad Saraswati
is on three-day visit to
Gram Ranvirpur from Feb
9-11. Under this he arrived
in Gram Ranvirpur at 3:00
pm and was welcomed
with women taking out
‘Kalash Yatra’ and pres-
ence of thousands of devo-
tees and religious follow-
ers. Shankaracharya will
hold ‘Sunderkand Paath’
on Feb 10 at 11:30 am at
School Ground, Bazar
Chowk, Ranvirpur and
then addressed the ‘dharm

Sabha’ and englightened
the religious gathering.
After this at 5:00 pm he
will hold a press confer-
ence and on Feb 11 from
11:30 am to 1:00 pm, he
would hold ‘Satsang
Sanghothi’ and ‘Diksha’
progarmme at Ranvirpur.
After this he will proceed
to capital city Raipur. The
organiser and members of
the programme viz.
‘ A d i t y a v a h i n i -
Anandvahini’ has held
scores of meeting with the
villagers for his arrival
and grand welcome and it
was the outcome of which
thousands of devotees
thronged the venue from
different parts of
Kabirdhaam and nearby

villages for his welcome.
Organiser of the pro-

gramme Bhawan Bohara
informed that it is an hon-
our for all that
Shankaracharya Swamy
Nischalanand Saraswatiji
arrived here in Gram
Ranvirpur and there was
lot of enthusiasm among
the villagers and religious
followers from entire dis-
trict for last one month
and it was very much visi-
ble on their faces when
they saw him face-to-face.
To make
Shankaracharya’s arrival
historic, we got full sup-
port from villagers and re-
ligious followers of the vil-
lage and for which she ex-
pressed her gratitude.

Shankaracharya Swamy Nischalanand
accorded warm welcome

Around 5000 women take out ‘Kalash Yatra’ in Gram Ranvirpur



Jagriti Aajeevika Sankul Office inaugurated

Central Chronicle News

Bhond, Feb 09: Bastar
MLA Lakheshwar Baghel
inaugurated Jagriti
Aajeevika Sankul Office
in Gram Panchayat
Bajavand under Bastar
assembly constituency.

The MLA gave direc-
tion on animal service by
giving vaccine box and
said that doing animal
service is no less than
human religion. He also
said that the state govern-
ment has done concrete
work to protect the rights
of women, their educa-
tion, health, self-reliance
and self-respect.

Discussing in detail the
work being done in these
areas, he said that women
with the participation of
Shakti, a new economic
revolution will be born in
Chhattisgarh by combin-
ing small schemes, small
capital and a little entre-
preneurship and this eco-
nomic revolution will be-
come a sustainable model
of development and earn
fame all over the world for
women in forests and

rural areas.
A large number of

women are becoming self-
reliant by the schemes
started for self-reliance,

he said. Schemes like
M u k h y a m a n t r i
Suposhan Abhiyan, Dai-

Didi Mobile Clinic,
Mukhyamantri Haat-
Bazar Clinic Yojana,
Mukhyamantri Urban
Slum Health Scheme,
Sanjeevani Express, 102
Mahtari Express have
been started for women's
health and nutrition,
he added.

Sarpanch Union
President Aytu Ram,
Bharti Bhanwarlal
Bharti, Shivram Bisai,
Ratan Kashyap, Narayan
Baghel, Madhu Nishad,
Mohan Jhali, Domu Ram
Bharti, Shobharam,
Dhaniram, Dayaram
Pujari, Ramesh Padhi,
Niran Pujari and all the
workers were present.

Annual Fest organized in
Govt High School Ilda

Central Chronicle News

Kharora, Feb 09: Annual
festival was organized
under the joint auspices of
Government High School
and Middle School Ilda, in
which the children partici-
pated very enthusiastical-
ly. The program was start-
ed with the worship of
Maa Saraswati, after
which the guest was wel-
comed, after which the
children gave their cultur-
al presentation, in which
various attractive pro-
grams were presented by
the children.

Children presented
dances like Panthi dance,
Karma dance, Perennial
dance, Raut Nacha, Sua
dance, Garba dance in the
cultural programme. The
Chief Guest of the pro-
gram was Mrs. Anita
Yogendra Sharma (MLA,
Dharsiwa), President
Dulesh Kumar Gilhare,
Sarpanch Gram Panchayat
Ilda and distinguished

guest were Awadhesh
Sharma, Bhagatram Sahu,
Charan Sahu, Darbari
Sahu, Rajau Ram Dhivar
Ravindra Bablu Bhatia
(Former State General
Secretary Youth
Congress), Pannalal
Dewangan (Vice President,
Nagar Panchayat,
Kharora). The principal of
the organization Chandni
Yaduvanshi and the head
of the middle school, Lalit
Sharma, Manju Avasar

and the chairman of the
school development com-
mittee, Dhanesh Sahu,
Vice-president Shashi
Sahu, Khaman,
Hemshankar Mirza, and
all foster members and dig-
nitaries of the villages,
Khilesh Sahu, Bhikham
Kanoje, Kunju Sahu and
all the villagers were pres-
ent in large numbers. The
program was successfully
conducted by teacher
Jitendra Verma.

Rajim Dham illuminated by the
grandeur of Mahanadi Mahaarti

Central Chronicle News

Rajim, Feb 09: In the
Rajim Maghi Punni Mela,
the entire Rajim Dham is
being illuminated by the
grandeur and divinity of
the Mahanadi
Mahaarti,which is per-
formed every day from 6
pm to 7 pm. Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
experienced supernatural
joy by performing
Mahanadi Maha Aarti on
the inauguration day and
on the occasion wished for
prosperity, happiness,
peace and prosperity of
Chhattisgarh from Mother
Ganga.

It should be noted that
for the third consecutive
year, the operation and re-
sponsibility of the
Mahanadi Aarti has been
handed over to the Triveni
Ganga Maha Aarti local
Vipra Samiti by the gov-
ernment. President of
Vipra Samiti and Aarti in-

charge Pt. Ram Sharma
has urged all the public
Janardan, to do welfare of
self, family, society and
dear friends by participat-

ing in Maha Aarti in maxi-
mum number.

Elaborating on the im-
portance of Aarti, Aarti
director Dr. Santosh

Sharma said that Pari,
Sodhur and Mahanadi are
not only rivers, but it is a
holy confluence of reli-
gion, spirituality and 
culture.

Since time immemorial,
devotees have been doing
themselves gratitude by
taking a dip in the
Mahanadi. Purushottam
Mishra and his team are
increasing the divinity of
Mahaarti even more by
making wonderful Sur
Sarita flow.

Local teachers
Kanhaiya Tiwari, Vijay
Sharma, Devendra Dubey,
Santosh Mishra,
Madanmohan, Bhupendra
Pandey, Padum Pandey,
Rishi Tiwari, Sanjay
Mishra, Sanskar Mishra,
Suraj Sharma,
Bramhkumar Narayan
Bhai, Bramhkumari
Pushpa Behan, and a large
number of devotees were
especially present in the
Mahaarti of the third day.
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DCPC meeting
concludes

KKoorrbbaa,,  FFeebb  0099::  A meeting of
District Child Protection
Committee (DCPC) Korba was
organized to prevent the in-
creasing drug addiction among
children and to save them from
the side effects of drugs,in
which it was decided to work in
coordination with various de-
partments.  

The meeting of District Child
Protection Committee was or-
ganized under the chairman-
ship of Additional Collector,
under District Program Officer,
Women and Child Development
Department, and keeping in
view the care and protection of
the children, the officers of all
the concerned departments
were directed to take neces-
sary action as per rules and
prevent drug addiction among
the children.  

The Excise and Food and Drug
Control Department were given
instructions to issue notice to
liquor shop institutions and med-
ical shops operating in the dis-
trict regarding not providing any
kind of intoxicants, cigarettes,
alcohol, and tobacco to minor
children. The Labor Department
was directed to take timely ac-
tion for the prevention of child
labor and bonded labor cases in
the district.  



AWARENESS PROG

Employees of India Post during a programme to create awareness about the importance of millets in diet, during
the International Year of Millets 2023, in Mumbai, Thursday.

B’DAY CELEBRATION

Maharashtra CM Eknath Shinde cuts a cake to celebrate his birthday, in Thane, Thursday.
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BRIEF

Suicide 
 Kota: A 17-year-old

NEET aspirant com-
mitted suicide by
jumping from the 10th
floor of a multi-story
building in the
Kunhari area here, po-
lice said on Thursday.
The teen jumped from
the 10th floor of her
building at around 7
pm on Wednesday and
was killed on the spot,
they said.

Arrested 
 Dehradun: Two more

fake Ayurveda practi-
tioners were arrested
in connection with the
ongoing SIT probe into
a fake Bachelor of
Ayurveda Medicine
and Surgery (BAMS)
degree racket, police
said on Thursday. A
total of 14 arrests have
been made in the case
now, they added.
Ashfaq Ahmad (39)
and Jyoti Kumari (38)
were arrested on
Wednesday for buying
fake degrees from the
arrested mastermind
of the racket       Imlakh
Khan, Dehradun
Senior Superintendent
of Police Daleep Singh
Kunwar said.

Ban
 Kozhikode: The

National Institute of
Technology-Calicut
(NITC) has issued a
communication to the
students informing
them about banning
public display of affec-
tion inside its campus,
saying that it can af-
fect others in a num-
ber of ways. In en-
larged bold letters, the
e-mail communica-
tion sent by the dean
(students’ welfare)
also warned the stu-
dents that any viola-
tion of its disciplinary
policies would result
in disciplinary action.

Shortage 
 Mumbai: Crew short-

age is impacting the
operations of Air
India, with some
flights to the US and
Canada either getting
cancelled or facing in-
ordinate delays, ac-
cording to a source.
Tata group-owned Air
India, which is the
only air operator fly-
ing on ultra-long haul
routes, had faced prob-
lems last year also due
to the shortage of
crew members.

Encounter 
 Tinsukia:An insurgent

belonging to the banned
United Liberation Front
of Asom (Independent)
outfit was killed in an
encounter with security
forces in Assam’s
Tinsukia district on
Thursday, police
said. Tinsukia
Superintendent of
Police Gaurav Abhijit
Dilip said that a tip-off
was received about
seven to nine ULFA(I)
militants, led by Uday
Asom and Mrigankha
Asom, taking shelter in
Margherita and
Lekhapani areas for the
last 8-10 days.

MPs of AAP and BRS raise
slogans during a protest

demanding joint 
parliamentary committee

(JPC) probe into Adani row
following Hindenburg’s
report during Budget

Session of Parliament, in
New Delhi, Thursday.

Patna, Feb 09 (PTI):

Union minister
Pashupati Kumar Paras
on Thursday asserted that
the rebellion of JD(U)
leader Upendra Kushwaha
will “benefit the BJP-led
NDA” in Bihar which has
been lying low since being
stripped of power in the
state last year. Paras was
responding to queries
from journalists about the
current political situation
in the state where the NDA
which includes his
Rashtriya Lok Janshakti
Party, is supported by a
rival group headed by his
nephew Chirag, and is
pitted against the seven-
party ruling
“Mahagathbandhan”.
“The NDA will win all the
40 Lok Sabha seats in the
general elections next
year. You can take it from
me. There is no counter to
the charisma and popular-
ity of Prime Minister

Narendra Modi, while the
Mahagathbandhan is in
disarray as evident from
the notes of discord struck
by Kushwaha,” Paras said.
Replying to a query, he
said, “Kushwaha’s revolt
will definitely benefit the
BJP and its allies in
Bihar”, However, he be-
came guarded when asked
whether Kushwaha, a for-
mer Union minister who
had served in Modi’s first
administration, will be
welcomed into the NDA.

“Let him (Kushwaha)
make the move. A decision
will be taken at that time”,
said Paras, who repre-
sents Hajipur Lok Sabha
seat, a pocket borough of
his late brother Ram Vilas
Paswan. Leader of the op-
position in Bihar legisla-
tive council Samrat
Chaudhary, widely re-
garded as the BJP’s
Kushwaha community
face, was similarly guard-
ed when his response was
sought. “The party can
consider all those who had
been involved in the fight
against Lalu Prasad from
1990 to 2005,” Chaudhary
told PTI.

Kushwaha had served
as the Leader of the oppo-
sition in the state assem-
bly from 2004 to 2005, a job
for which the then first-
term MLA was hand-
picked by Nitish Kumar,
the de facto leader who
would become the chief
minister a year later.

‘Kushwaha’s revolt to
benefit NDA in Bihar’

Pashupati Kumar Paras

New Delhi, Feb 09 (PTI):

Rural Development
and Panchayati Raj
Minister Giriraj Singh
on Thursday launched
the Mission Antyodaya
Survey 2022-23 to assess
the outcome of various
development schemes in
rural areas.

Singh also launched a
portal and a mobile ap-
plication linked to the
survey.

The Department of
Rural Development has
been conducting the
Mission Antyodaya
Survey across all gram
panchayats in the coun-
try since 2017-18 to meas-
ure the outcomes
through convergence of
various schemes.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Singh said the sur-
vey will prove to be the

lifeline of development
in India. “For central
and state governments,
ground data is impor-
tant to formulate
schemes. This survey
will provide that impor-
tant data,” he said, and
urged state governments
and panchayats to en-
sure that the survey is
completed in time.

The survey aims to
lend support to the
process of participatory
planning for the Gram
Panchayat Development
Plan (GPDP) which will
improve service deliv-
ery, enhance citizenship,
create pace for an al-
liance of people’s insti-
tutions and groups, and
improve governance at
the local level, according
to an official statement.

The preparation of
GPDPs is a comprehen-

sive exercise that uses
both primary and sec-
ondary data for prepar-
ing the final plan docu-
ment for any panchayat.
Mission Antyodaya
Survey presents second-
ary data to carry out gap
analysis. The data will

also serve as a key input
in the preparation of
block and district plans.

The village-wise sur-
vey is expected to be
conducted over a period
of one month involving
community resource
persons (CRPs). The sur-
vey is being conducted
to collect village-level
data on 183 indicators
under 216 data points of
21 sectors. The survey
questions have been cat-
egorised into five stra-
tums panchayat infra-
structure, panchayat
services, village infra-
structure, village servic-
es, and village practices.

According to offi-
cials, 26 central govern-
ment ministries and de-
partments have been
consulted for finalisa-
tion of the question-
naire. The question-

naire has been translat-
ed in 13 regional lan-
guages.

The ministry, in con-
sultation with the NIC-
DRD, has developed the
android mobile applica-
tion with geo-tag fea-
ture for 36 assets in vil-
lages. It has also set up
an in-house help desk
for smooth resolution
of queries related to
the questionnaire and
mobile application,
they said.

Minister of State for
Rural Development
Sadhvi Niranjan Jyoti
and Minister of State
for Panchayati Raj
Kapil Moreshwar Patil
were also present,
while Minister of State
for Rural Development
Faggan Singh Kulaste
joined the event virtu-
ally.

Giriraj Singh launches Mission Antyodaya Survey
Ghaziabad (UP), Feb 09
(PTI): The forest depart-
ment has taken the leop-
ard that had strayed into
the district court complex
and attacked 10 people to
the Shivalik forests in
Saharanpur district where
it will be freed in the wild,
officials said on Thursday.

“The department has
sought permission from
the chief wildlife warden
of Lucknow to release the
wild cat,” Divisional
Forest Officer (DFO)
Manish Singh told PTI.

He said it is difficult to
ascertain where the ani-
mal strayed from because
there is no identified forest
area in Ghaziabad. “We
are trying to trace the
route taken by the leopard
by following its footprints.
The animal must have
strayed from the forests of

Garh Mukteshwar, ap-
proximately 70 kilometres
away,” he added.

The animal attacked
and injured 10 people at
the district court complex
on Wednesday, triggering
panic and a four-hour op-
eration by police and the
forest department to catch
it. It was ultimately tran-
quilised and taken away.

This is not the first time
a wild animal strayed near
human habitation in the
district. In November 2021,
a leopard was seen roam-
ing in the posh Raj Nagar
colony, which is next to the
district court.

In January this year, a
leopard was killed after
being hit by a speeding ve-
hicle on the Delhi Meerut
Expressway near
Kalcheena village of the
district.

Leopard rescued from court 
complex taken to Shivalik forest

Dehradun, Feb 09 (PTI):

Uttarakhand Chief
Minister Pushkar Singh
Dhami on Thursday ap-
pealed to the youth not to
let themselves be misled
by anyone saying efforts
are on to ensure that re-
cruitment examinations
are held in the state in a
transparent way.

“We are soon going to
bring the strictest anti-
coyping law in the country.
It will be ensured that use
of unfair means in recruit-
ment examinations stops
completely and they are
held in a transparent man-
ner. We will see to it that
no injustice is done to the
youth,” Dhami said.

Unemployed youths had
staged a dharna and
demonstration here on
Wednesday demanding a

CBI probe into irregulari-
ties in different recruit-
ment examinations held
by the Uttarakhand Public
Service Commission.

“Our government is
making decisions in
favour of the youth. We
have granted reservation
to our sisters and daugh-
ters in government jobs.

Everyone’s interest will be
protected. My request to
the youth is that they
should not allow them-
selves to be misled by any-
one,” he said. The state
government has got irreg-
ularities in recruitment
examinations thoroughly
probed and the guilty have
been sent behind bars, the
chief minister said.

“Unlike the previous
government, we have not
covered up the recruit-
ment scams. We have had
them probed and sent the
guilty to jail,” he said.
Earlier in the day, the BJP
also asked the youth of the
state not to worry about
their future saying it is se-
cure in the hands of Chief
Minister Pushkar Singh
Dhami who is “taking
steps to root out corrup-
tion”.

‘Bringing anti-copying law soon’
Youths shouldn’t let themselves be misled

Pushkar Singh Dhami

Shillong, Feb 09 (PTI):

The Congress in
Meghalaya on Thursday
promised monthly assis-
tance of Rs 3,000 to single
BPL mothers and a job each
to every household if the
party comes to power in the
northeastern state in the
February 27 election. These
are two of the five commit-
ments of the party to make
Meghalaya a 5-star’ state,
the Congress said here. The
party also pledged to make
the state free from three
other problems - corrup-
tion, power-cut and drug
abuse. “If the Congress
forms the government, it
will transfer Rs 3,000 per
month to single BPL moth-
ers raising their children
alone. This will empower

women giving them finan-
cial independence and help-
ing them run their houses
in a better way. This trans-
lates to Rs 36,000 a year
which is a substantial
amount,” state Congress
president Vincent H Pala
said at the launch of the
campaign with 5-star
Commitment’.

Single mothers face plen-
ty of problems. As a large
number of them have little
or no education, it is diffi-
cult for them to get decent
jobs in the state. The rate of
child marriage and teenage
pregnancy is also high in
Meghalaya. “Lack of decent
employment opportunities
in the state has fuelled the
desperation amongst our
youngsters and they are
compelled to migrate to far-

flung cities such as New
Delhi, Mumbai and Kolkata
to make both ends meet.
Our second commitment is
to provide one job to deserv-
ing candidates from every
household in Meghalaya,”
Pala said. The Congress
also asserted that the party
would bring in a trans-
parency law to make it cor-
ruption-free.

“The Congress govern-
ment brought the Right to
Information Act to empow-
er common citizens but the
(Narendra) Modi govern-
ment at the Centre and the
NPP regime in the state di-
luted the law step by step
and ultimately left it incon-
sequential,” said Manish
Chatrath, AICC General
Secretary in charge of
Meghalaya.

5-STAR COMMITMENT

Meghalaya Cong promises aid to 
single mothers, job for each household

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  FFeebb  0099  ((PPTTII))::

The Delhi Classical Music
Festival will make its return
to the national capital, start-
ing Friday, after a three-year
Covid-induced hiatus. The
music gala — organised by
the Department of Art,
Culture and Languages,
Government of Delhi and
Sahitya Kala Parishad — will
see performances by stal-
warts of Indian classical
music, including sarod play-
ers Amaan and Ayaan Ali
Bangash, flautist Pandit Ronu
Majumdar and renowned
vocalist Sumitra Guha. The
three-day-long festival will be
inaugurated by Deputy Chief
Minister of Delhi Manish
Sisodia tomorrow at Kamani
Auditorium here.“I am

delighted that the Delhi
Classical Music festival is
back after the few years
break and it is being held at
such a grand scale. Music
holds the power to transform
our minds, to help us find
peace and forget the stress of
everyday life. I am sure that
the people of Delhi will enjoy
listening to some of the
greatest artists of our times,”
said Sisodia in a statement.

The festival will open with
a performance by Padma Shri
awardee Guha, known for her
expertise in the Carnatic and
Hindustani schools of classi-
cal music, followed by a melo-
dious flute composition by
ace flautist Majumdar and
sitar-sarod jugalbandi by
Mohan Brothers — Lakshay
Mohan and Aayush Mohan.

Delhi Classical Music
Festival returns to capital 

After three years
Jaipur, Feb 09 (PTI):

A volunteer organisation
has sought Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot’s in-
tervention for the rehabili-
tation of two elephants
used for tourist rides at
Amber Fort, near Jaipur.
Video footage shows one of
the elephants, Malti, repeti-
tively swaying and bobbing
its head, which are signs of
severe psychological dis-
tress in captive elephants,
said Khushboo Gupta,
Director of Advocacy
Projects, PETA India.
“Veterinary opinion con-
firms the elephant is suffer-
ing psychologically. There
is a need to rehabilitate the
animal and shift it to an ele-
phant care center. Malti is
used for tourist rides at

Amber Fort despite having
a history of running amok
and fighting with another
elephant,” Gupta said at a
press conference here.
“PETA India has sent a let-
ter to Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot,
urging him to ensure the
rescue and rehabilitation of
elephants Malti and Gouri.
Gouri recently lashed out
and attacked a shopkeeper
in Amber, leading to his
hospitalisation,” she added.
She said that using such ele-
phants for rides poses a risk
to the lives of tourists.
When contacted, an official
of the state archaeology de-
partment said only those
elephants which are found
fit by the forest department
are used for the ride at the
Amber Fort.

PETA writes to Raj CM 
to rehabilitate two Amber

Fort elephants
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Islamabad, Feb 09 (PTI):

The cash-strapped
Pakistan government’s
talks with the IMF to se-
cure a bailout package to
avert a nearing sovereign
default hit a snag as the
two sides remained short
of concluding external fi-
nancing estimates and
precise domestic fiscal
measures, according to a
media report on Thursday.

A clear roadmap on ex-
ternal financing and do-
mestic budgetary steps,
coupled with substantial
energy cost adjustments,
should have led to sharing
of a draft Memorandum of
Economic and Fiscal
Policies (MEFP) by the vis-
iting International
Monetary Fund (IMF) mis-
sion with the authorities
at least a day before sched-

uled conclusion of talks
on February 9, reported
the Dawn newspaper.

“As of Wednesday night,
we have not received the
draft MEFP,” said a senior
government official,
adding Fund’s “reserva-
tions on final plan of ac-
tion both in terms of fiscal
measures and external
funding sources were still
there”. Pakistan entered a
USD 6 billion
International Monetary
Fund (IMF) programme
during Imran Khan’s gov-
ernment in 2019, which
was increased to USD 7 bil-
lion last year.

The programme’s ninth
review is currently pend-
ing with talks being held
between IMF officials and
the government for the re-
lease of USD 1.18 billion.

However, Minister of

State for Finance and
Revenue Aisha Ghaus
Pasha said: “We are very
close to the finalisation.”

She said the MEFP
would be handed over to
Pakistan by the IMF once
all issues are finally set-
tled. She said a lot of
things had been settled
and they required clarity
on some of them that the
government team was try-
ing to address.

In a written statement,
the Finance Ministry said
the talks with the IMF con-
tinued on Wednesday and
“focused on fiscal table, fi-
nancing, etc. There is a
broad consensus on the re-
form actions and meas-
ures”. It added the mission
chief also called on the fi-
nance minister and
briefed him about the
talks. “The mission is

working on putting it all
together and will finalise
the MEFP,” said the fi-
nance secretary, who de-
clined to comment on
whether the scheduled
talks would be extended to
achieve a staff-level agree-
ment. Sources said the
IMF had agreed to relax
fiscal plan to the extent of
about Rs 500 billion spend-
ing on flood recovery, leav-
ing about Rs600 billion
worth of deficit in pri-
mary balance to be met
through expenditure cuts
and additional taxation
measures. The Fund was,
however, still not confident
about external financing
commitments, particular-
ly from the friendly coun-
tries - Saudi Arabia, the
UAE and China - besides
some other multilateral
funding.

Pakistan’s talks with IMF over
bailout package hit a snag

INDIAN MEDICAL TEAM IN TURKEY

Medical treatment being given to the people of earthquake-hit Turkey at the Indian Army’s field hospital, at
Iskenderun in Hatay province. 

Brussels, Feb 09 (AP):

Ukrainian President
Volodymr Zelenskyy on
Thursday addressed the
European Parliament as
he seeks more military
aid, saying Ukraine and
the European Union are
fighting together against
Russia in his words “the
most anti-European force”
in the world.

Zelenskyy received
standing ovations before,
during and after his
speech to European law-
makers. He held up an EU
flag after his address and
the entire legislature stood
in sombre silence as the
Ukrainian national an-
them and then European
anthem “Ode to Joy” were
played.

“Europe will always be,
and remain Europe as
long as we are together
and as long as we take care
of our Europe, as we take
care of the European way

of life,” he said.
Zelenskyy added that

Russia wants to destroy
the European way of life,
but “we will not allow
that.”

Before Zelenskyy spoke,
European Parliament
President Roberta Metsola
said allies should consider
“quickly, as a next step,

providing long range sys-
tems” and fighter jets to
Ukraine. Metsola said the
response to Russian
President Vladimir
Putin’s war against
Ukraine “must be propor-
tional to the threat, and
the threat is existential.”

Zelenskyy’s high-profile
pursuit of more Western

military aid came as evi-
dence mounted that
Russia’s anticipated offen-
sive around the anniver-
sary of the invasion is
starting to take shape.

The Kremlin’s forces
“have regained the initia-
tive in Ukraine and have
begun their next major of-
fensive” in the eastern
Luhansk region, most of
which is occupied by
Russia, the Institute for
the Study of War, said in
its latest assessment.

“Russian forces are
gradually beginning an of-
fensive, but its success is
not inherent or predeter-
mined,” the US-based
think tank said.

Zelenskyy is wrapping
up a whirlwind tour of his
major European backers,
already heading home
with heaps of goodwill,
promises of more military
aid and, as hardware goes,
France’s highest medal of
honour.

Seoul, Feb 09 (AP):

North Korean leader
Kim Jong Un and his
young daughter took cen-
ter stage at a huge military
parade, fueling speculation
that she’s being primed as
a future leader of the iso-
lated country as her father
showed off his latest,
largest nuclear missiles.
Wednesday night’s parade
in the capital, Pyongyang,
featured the newest hard-
ware in Kim’s growing nu-
clear arsenal, including
what experts said was pos-
sibly a new solid-fuel inter-
continental ballistic mis-
sile he may test in coming
months.

That missile was part of
around a dozen ICBMs
Kim’s troops rolled out at
the event in the capital,
Pyongyang, an unprece-
dented number that under-
scored how he continues to
expand his military capa-

bilities despite limited re-
sources in face of deepen-
ing tensions with his
neighbors and the United
States. The parade was the
fifth known public appear-
ance by Kim’s daughter,
Kim Ju Ae, his second-
born child who is believed
to be around 10 years old.
On Tuesday, Kim Jong Un

brought his daughter to
visit troops as he lauded
the “irresistible might” of
his nuclear-armed mili-
tary. State media have sig-
naled a lofty role for Kim
Ju Ae. She’s been called
“respected” and “beloved,”
and a photo released
Tuesday showed her sit-
ting in the seat of honor at

a banquet, flanked by gen-
erals and her parents.
North Korean photos re-
leased Wednesday showed
Kim, wearing a black coat
and fedora, attending the
parade with his wife and
daughter. Kim smiled and
raised his hand from a bal-
cony as thousands of
troops lined up in a bright-

ly illuminated Kim Il Sung
Square, which is named
after his grandfather, the
nation’s founder. The pa-
rade marked the 75th
founding anniversary of
North Korea’s army and
came after weeks of prepa-
rations involving huge
numbers of troops and
civilians mobilized to glo-
rify Kim’s rule and his re-
lentless push to cement the
North’s status as a nuclear
power.

Photos released by state
media showed transport
and launcher trucks carry-
ing about 10 of the coun-
try’s Hwasong-17 ICBMs,
which demonstrated a
flight range that would
allow them to reach deep
into the U.S. mainland dur-
ing a flight test last year.
Those missiles were fol-
lowed by another large
missile encased in a canis-
ter and transported on a 9-
axle vehicle.

Kim Jong Un shows off daughter, missiles at N Korean parade

An intercontinental ballistic missile during a military parade to mark the 75th founding 
anniversary of the Korean People’s Army on Kim Il Sung Square in Pyongyang, North Korea.

Jakarta, Feb 09 (AP):

A shallow earthquake
shook Indonesia’s eastern-
most province of Papua on
Thursday, killing four peo-
ple who were unable to es-
cape when a floating
restaurant collapsed into
the sea.

The US Geological
Survey said the magni-
tude 5.1 earthquake hit
residential areas in
Jayapura, near Papua’s
northern coast and was
centred at a depth of 22
kilometres (13 miles).
Shallow quakes often
cause more damage on the
Earth’s surface.

“The residents were re-
ally panicked. I was in a
car, and I felt like the car’s
wheels were lifted up,”
said Tri Asih, a resident of
Jayapura, Papua’s capital.

Officials said four peo-
ple who were inside a float-
ing restaurant died when

the quake caused it to col-
lapse into the sea. “The
bodies of the four victims
have been recovered,”
National Disaster
Mitigation Agency
spokesperson Abdul
Muhari said at a news con-
ference. “The victims were

trapped under the rubble
of the cafe and covered by
the roof.” Rescue divers
were searching the area
around the cafeteria for
possible survivors.

Muhari said houses,
buildings and medical fa-
cilities also were damaged.

Some patients at the city’s
hospital were evacuated to
its yard.

A series of strong earth-
quakes has shaken Papua
since January. The
Meteorology, Climatology
and Geophysics Agency
said it has recorded 1,079

earthquakes in Jayapura
city and nearby areas
since January 2, with 132
of them strong enough to
be felt by residents.

Indonesia, a vast archi-
pelago and a home to more
than 270 million people, is
frequently hit by earth-
quakes and volcanic erup-
tions because of its loca-
tion on the “Ring of Fire,”
an arc of seismic faults
around the Pacific Basin.

A magnitude 5.6 earth-
quake on November 21
killed at least 331 people in
West Java. It was the dead-
liest in Indonesia since a
2018 quake and tsunami in
Sulawesi killed about 4,340
people.

In 2004, an extremely
powerful Indian Ocean
quake set off a tsunami
that killed more than
230,000 people in a dozen
countries, most of them in
Indonesia’s Aceh
province.

Earthquake hits Indonesia, killing 4 as restaurant collapses

A woman uses her phone next to a collapsed wall after a 5.1-magnitude earthquake in
Jayapura, Indonesia’s eastern province of Papua on February 9.

Washington, Feb 09 (PTI):

China has “violated the
sovereignty” of not just
the United States but of
countries across five con-
tinents, Secretary of State
Antony Blinken alleged,
days after US fighter jets
shot down a Chinese sur-
veillance balloon.

Earlier this week,
Deputy Secretary of State
Wendy Sherman briefed
diplomats from about 40
friendly nations, includ-
ing India, Japan and
Australia, over the sur-
veillance balloon.

The balloon was shot
down on Saturday off the
coast of South Carolina in
the Atlantic Ocean. It had
hovered over continental
America for several days
after entering the US air-
space on January 30 in
Montana.

China has acknowl-
edged that the ballon was
theirs but denied that it
was for surveillance pur-
poses rather for weather
monitoring and that it
had drifted off course.

The US, however, has
asserted that it has
enough evidence to prove
that this was a surveil-
lance balloon. It accused
China of intruding on its

sovereignty and violating
international laws. China
on the other hand has al-
leged that the United
States has violated inter-
national law by shooting
down its balloon.

According to a report of
The Washington Post,
based on interviews with
several anonymous de-
fence and intelligence offi-
cials, China has operated
a fleet of spy balloons tar-
geting several countries
including India and
Japan.

In a joint news briefing
on Wednesday with the
visiting NATO Secretary
General Jens Stoltenberg,
Blinken said, “The United
States was not the only
target of this broader pro-
gramme which has violat-
ed the sovereignty of
countries across five con-
tinents.”

China violated sovereignty of
nations across 5 continents: Blinken 

Zelenskyy addresses EU Parliament as he seeks more weapons

Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, left, gestures as
European Parliament’s President Roberta Metsola, right,
applauds during an EU summit at the European Parliament
in Brussels, Belgium, Thursday, Feb. 9.

CCaannbbeerrrraa,,  FFeebb  0099  ((AAPP))::
Australia’s Defense
Department will remove sur-
veillance cameras made by
Chinese Communist Party-
linked companies from its
buildings, the government said
Thursday after the US and
Britain made similar moves.

The Australian newspaper
reported Thursday that at least
913 cameras, intercoms, elec-
tronic entry systems and video
recorders developed and man-
ufactured by Chinese compa-

nies Hikvision and Dahua are in
Australian government and
agency offices, including the
Defense Department and the
Department of Foreign Affairs
and Trade. 

Hikvision and Dahua are
partly owned by China’s
Communist Party-ruled gov-
ernment. The US government
said in November it was ban-
ning telecommunications and
video surveillance equipment
from several prominent
Chinese brands including

Hikvision and Dahua to protect
the nation’s communications
network. Security cameras
made by Hikvision were also
banned from British govern-
ment buildings in November.

Defense Minister Richard
Marles said his department
was assessing all its surveil-
lance technology.

“Where those particular
cameras are found, they’re
going to be removed,” Marles
told Australian Broadcasting
Corp. “There is an issue here

and we’re going to deal with
it,” Marles added. An audit
found that Hikvision and Dahua
cameras and security equip-
ment were found in almost
every department except the
Agriculture Department and
the Department of Prime
Minister and Cabinet.

The Australian War
Memorial and National
Disability Insurance Agency
have said they would remove
the Chinese cameras found at
their sites, the ABC reported.

Australian Defense Department to remove Chinese-made cameras

United Nations, Feb 09 (PTI):

The ISIL-K have threat-
ened to launch terrorist at-
tacks against the em-
bassies of India, Iran and
China in Afghanistan and
by targeting them, the ter-
ror group sought to under-
mine the relationship be-
tween the Taliban and the
UN member states in the
Central and South Asia re-
gion, according to a UN re-
port. The revelations were
made in a report by UN
Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres on the threat
posed by ISIL. “The activi-
ties of Islamic State in Iraq
and the Levant-Khorasan
(ISIL-K) remained a signifi-
cant terrorist threat in
Central and South Asia,
and the group retained am-
bitions to conduct external

operations,” the 16th re-
port of the Secretary-
General on the threat
posed by ISIL (Da’esh) to
international peace and se-
curity and the range of
United Nations efforts in
support of member states
in countering the threat
said here. The Security
Council will on Thursday
hold a meeting on ‘Threats
to international peace and
security caused by terror-
ist acts’ during which
Under-Secretary-General
of the United Nations
Office of Counter-
Terrorism Vladimir
Voronkov will present the
report issued last week.
The report said that ISIL-K
had positioned itself as the
“primary rival” to the
Taliban and was reported-
ly set to portray the

Taliban as incapable of
providing security in the
country. “By targeting
diplomatic missions,
Islamic State in Iraq and
the Levant-Khorasan also
sought to undermine the
relationship between the
Taliban and member states
in the region,” it said. “The
group also threatened to
launch terrorist attacks
against the embassies of
China, India and the
Islamic Republic of Iran in
Afghanistan,” the report
said. In June last year,
India resumed its diplo-
matic presence in Kabul by
deploying a technical team
in its embassy in the
Afghan capital, over 10
months after it pulled out
its officials from the mis-
sion following the
Taliban’s capture of power.

ISIL-K threatened to 
launch terrorist attacks

Against embassies of India, China, and Iran in Afghanistan



I n recent years, social media
has become an integral part

of daily life for many people around
the world. Platforms such as
Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram
have made it easier than ever to
share information and connect with
others. However, the rise of social
media has also led to a proliferation
of misinformation or false informa-
tion that is spread intentionally or
unintentionally. Misinformation on
social media can have serious con-
sequences. It can cause confusion,
fear, and even harm. For example,
false medical advice shared on so-
cial media can lead to people put-
ting their health at risk, and misin-
formation about political issues can
lead to the spread of hate speech
and violence. One of the primary
reasons for the spread of misinfor-
mation on social media is the ease
with which information can be
shared. Social media platforms have
made it simple for anyone to post
information, regardless of its accu-
racy. This can result in the rapid
spread of false information, espe-
cially when it is shared by a large
number of people.

So, what is digital media literacy?
In simple terms, it is the ability to
access, analyse, evaluate, create,
and communicate digital media
content. It means considering the
technical, cultural, and societal as-
pects of digital media as well as
being able to use digital tools and
platforms to create, share, and con-

sume digital media. It also includes
the ability to critically evaluate digi-
tal media and distinguish between
credible and untrustworthy sources
of information. Hence, digital media
literacy has become essential in
today's world, particularly in India,
where digital technology adoption
is increasing. India is a key player in
the global digital landscape, with a
population of over 1.3 billion people
and a rapidly growing economy.
Moreover, in order for the country
to fully reap the benefits of the digi-
tal revolution, its citizens must de-
velop a solid foundation in digital
media literacy.

The rapid growth of the internet
and social media usage in India is
the primary reason for the need for
digital media literacy. However, not
all information on the internet is ac-
curate or trustworthy. As a result,
social media platforms have be-
come a breeding ground for misin-
formation and fake news. Assam's
2018 mob lynching case Nilotpal
Das and Abhijeet Das is one of the
prime examples that happened as a
result of the spread of misinforma-
tion via the well-known messaging
app WhatsApp. Thus, the need of
the hour is that Individuals must be
able to distinguish between rep-
utable sources and fake news in a
country like India, where the spread
of disinformation can have cata-
strophic implications. Individuals
with digital media literacy are able
to critically analyse the information
they find on social media and make
informed judgments.

Another argument for the need
for social media digital media litera-
cy in India is the protection of per-
sonal privacy and security. Social
media platforms collect and keep
enormous amounts of personal in-
formation about their users.
Without digital media literacy, indi-
viduals may not be aware of the ex-
tent to which their personal data is
being collected and shared, and
they may not know how to protect

their personal information from
cyber threats such as hacking and
identity theft. According to the
Ministry for Electronics and
Information Technology (MeitY),
India registered 12.67 lakh cyber-
crime reports in 2022, while Assam
registered, 1,781 cybercrime cases
reported in the same year, which
raises the question of internet users
for their safety and privacy.

Whereas, the need for digital
media literacy in India is the increas-
ing use of digital technology in the
workforce. With the fourth industrial
revolution upon us, the use of tech-
nology in various industries is in-
creasing rapidly. Employers are
looking for individuals who have the
ability to navigate digital platforms
and use technology to solve prob-
lems, create and analyse data, and
communicate effectively. Without
digital media literacy, individuals
may find themselves at a disadvan-
tage in the job market. The Indian
government has recognized the im-
portance of digital media literacy
and has taken steps to promote it.
The government has launched sev-
eral initiatives such as the Digital
India campaign and the National
Digital Literacy Mission to promote
digital literacy and bridge the digital
divide. These initiatives aim to pro-
vide citizens with access to informa-
tion and communication technology
and to enhance their digital literacy
skills. However, there still needs to
be more resources and experience
required to deliver complete digital
media literacy education, particular-
ly on social media. Nonetheless, de-
spite these efforts, digital media lit-
eracy remains a challenge in India. 

A major reason for this is the lack
of access to digital technology and
the internet in rural and remote
areas of the country. According to
the World Bank, only 31% of the
population in India has access to the
internet. This digital divide exacer-
bates the problem of digital media
literacy as individuals in rural areas

are less likely to have access to the
resources and training needed to
develop digital media literacy skills.
Another challenge is the lack of dig-
ital media literacy education in
schools and universities. While the
government has introduced digital
literacy courses in schools, these
courses often lack the resources
and expertise needed to provide
comprehensive digital media litera-
cy education. Additionally, the cur-
riculum of these courses often fo-
cuses on basic computer skills,
rather than giving a comprehensive
understanding of digital media liter-
acy. In the context of the northeast-
ern states of India, the lack of ac-
cess to digital technology and the
internet in remote and rural areas
exacerbates the problem of digital
media literacy. 

According to a report by the
Internet and Mobile Association of
India, only about 30% of the popula-
tion in the region has access to the
internet. This digital divide hinders
the development of digital media lit-
eracy skills among the people in
these areas. In conclusion, digital
media literacy is an essential skill in
today's digital age, and it is espe-
cially important in India where the
adoption of digital technology is on
the rise. It allows individuals to
make informed decisions, protect
themselves from cyber threats, and
thrive in a professional environ-
ment. However, the lack of access
to digital technology and the inter-
net in rural areas and the lack of
digital media literacy education in
schools and universities are major
challenges that need to be ad-
dressed. It's the responsibility of ed-
ucational institutions, parents, and
society as a whole to provide oppor-
tunities and resources to develop
digital media literacy. The Indian
government, in collaboration with
private sectors, needs to take more
effective steps to bridge the digital
divide and enhance digital media lit-
eracy education in India.
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Vulnerable to 
earthquake

Earthquake is a disaster
that visits once in a while
but leaves untold misery
behind, like the one in
Turkey and Syria. The
same scale earthquake
had rocked Kangra in
1905, in which 20,000 peo-
ple died and many more
were injured.
Administrative help had
to be rushed from
Jalandhar Division. But
we refuse to learn from
history and we see con-
crete jungles surfacing in
Kangra and elsewhere in
the country without any
check of earthquake-re-
sistant techniques being
adopted. In the existing
buildings, experts advise
retrofitting measures, but
governments provide
funds more for relief in
terms of money than for
mitigation in terms of
techniques.

Kanshiram Bharti,
by mail

Pak in dire straits
Pakistan has been dire

straits politically and eco-
nomically since its birth.
Its democracy is unstable
and military has the ‘re-
mote control’ of all impor-
tant matters of the nation.
It has pushed the country
to the brink of destruc-
tion. Bangladesh came
into existence after bifur-
cating Pakistan — an
avoidable failure of the
leadership. The world
knows that Islamic terror-
ism is a product of
Pakistan. Turkey, an
Islamic state, is a modern
state with no parochial
leanings. Burqa is banned
in Turkey. Islam, an
Arabic word, which stands
for peace, obedience and
surrender, if followed, will
bring peace to the state for
which Muslim intellectu-
als of the world should
come forward and teach
their multitudes.

BM Singh, Amritsar

Hike in repo rate
The RBI-mandated

Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) hiking
the benchmark repo rate
by 25 basis points to 6.5 per
cent, citing sticky core in-
flation, did not come as a
surprise. Significantly, the
latest hike was backed by
four members in a six-
member MPC, thereby im-
plying the lack of unanim-
ity among them over such
a key decision. Various
bank loan seekers would,
henceforth, be required to
bear more financial bur-
den for availing the said
facilities. Notably, the RBI
has also projected a
growth rate of 6.4 per cent
as against the latest
Economic Survey’s
growth projection of 6-6.8
per cent for 2023-24, much
lower than the govern-
ment’s earlier projection
of 7-7.5 per cent.

MK Nair, Raipur
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Sand artist Sudarsan Pattnaik creates a sand sculpture on earthquake of Turkiye and Syria with the message "Join Hands to
Save the Earthquake Victims', at Puri beach in Odisha.

SAND SCULPTURE ON EARTHQUAKE

O ne of the more surreal sights of the recent Afghan
war was tethered balloons (also known as

“aerostats”) looming over the bases of international forces.
These “persistent threat detection systems” carried a suite
of 360-degree cameras providing a constant view - out to
100 miles - of surrounding areas to the US “force-protec-
tion” teams within the heavily guarded installations. The
recent four-day saga of a Chinese spy balloon prying into
US nuclear secrets serves as a reminder that the oldest
technologies are still being developed to achieve military
effects today. Balloons have been in use for military service
longer than air forces have existed. China operates a fleet of
such balloons and has targeted several countries, including
India and Japan, in the past. A US media report, quoting
several unnamed defence and intelligence officials, alleged
that the spy balloon project has been operating for several
years, and ‘has collected information on military assets in
countries and areas of emerging strategic interest to China
including Japan, India, Vietnam, Taiwan and the
Philippines’. Senior US officials are reported to have
briefed ‘nearly 150 foreign diplomats across 40 embassies’
in the US and Beijing, explaining its action of shooting
down the balloon, presenting reasons why it was not a
‘civilian’ weather balloon, as China claimed, but an intelli-
gence-gathering device. Despite their size and vulnerabili-
ty, aerostats like this offer advantages over satellites and
manned aircraft. They are slow and can persist over a tar-
get for far longer than a satellite that passes over at orbital
speed. Flying at just 60,000 feet (12 miles or 20km), their
cameras can achieve higher resolution than those based in
orbit at 100 miles (160km). They are also cheaper than satel-
lites, drones or manned aircraft, can deploy large payloads,
and present a less overtly aggressive face. Indeed, they
offer the possibility of a degree of plausible deniability –
who would be threatened by a mere hot air weather bal-
loon?. All that said, it is unlikely that this mission achieved
very much from an intelligence perspective. At the very
least, the US took suitable precautions to jam the balloon’s
communications systems and dazzle its cameras. But it
may well have been the medium itself that was the mes-
sage. China is saying: “Here is this very public dilemma for
you. What will we do next?” The balloon was eventually
shot down over the Atlantic ocean on February 4, pulled
out of the sea off the coast of South Carolina and taken to
the FBI lab at Quantico, Virginia to be scrutinised by mili-
tary experts. Ironically, it may well be that the US learns
rather more than China did from this particular spying
mission. One takeaway for India from this episode is that it
must keep its eyes open — it’s not quite a new lesson but
the reinforcement of one, because China’s increased ag-
gressiveness at the borders during the last few years has al-
ready underlined the need for India to always keep its
guard up. For the countries that are concerned over
China’s hegemonistic ambitions, it is imperative to share
technology and intelligence in order to not be outsmarted
and outmanoeuvred in geopolitical games.

China’s spy balloon offers 
a lesson about the dangers 

of miscommunication

Digital Media Literacy: Need of the hour

Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit   

10th February is ob-
served as the

National Deworming Day that
is an initiative of Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare,
Government of India to make
every child in the country
worm free. This is one of the
largest public health programs
reaching large number of chil-
dren during a short period.
Deworming is done through
platforms of schools and
Anganwadi centres "to im-
prove their overall health, nu-
tritional status, access to edu-

cation and quality of life" Its
success and impact lie in con-
vergence with the Swachh
Bharat Mission. NDD also
presents opportunities to fur-
ther policy dialogue on health
and nutrition as a way of sup-
plementing efforts under
POSHAN Abhiyan.

The first round of NDD was
conducted in February 2015
and 8.9 crore children were ad-
ministered the deworming
tablet across 11 states/UTs by
achieving 85% coverage. To
make this deworming mission
successful, antiparasitic medi-
cines are given to children
from government schools.
According to the World Health
Organisation, about 241 mil-
lion children in India in the
ages of 1-14 years are at a risk
of parasitic intestinal worms.
India accounts for approxi-
mately 28 per cent of the total
number of children globally
estimated to be at-risk of STH
infections. Intestinal worm in-
fection often makes its way

through vegetables which are
not properly washed, peeled
and cooked; contaminated
water; and outdoor activities –
children who play in soil and
then put their hands in their
mouths without washing
them. According to WHO,
health is a state of complete
mental, spiritual, physical, and
social well being and not only
the absence of disease. If a per-
son is in a good physical state
and free from any diseases but
is under constant stress, greed,
tension, anger, etc, then that
person is not healthy. Children
frequently ingest sufficient
calories but nevertheless suf-
fer from malnutrition, owing
to a lack of vital vitamins and
minerals required for normal
physical and mental develop-
ment in their diets. Evidence
has shown detrimental impact
of Soil Transmitted Helminths
(STH) infestation on physical
growth-anaemia, undernutri-
tion and cognitive develop-
ment as well as school atten-

dance. Periodic deworming
can reduce the transmission of
STH infections. There are
three main types of STH that
infect people, roundworm,
whipworm and hookworms .
These worms depend on the
human body for their food and
survival and while being there,
they lay thousands of eggs
each day. In India, over 22 crore
children under 14 years of age
are at risk of STH infections.
Worm infection can also lead
to diarrhoea; dysentery; loss of
appetite; reduced nutritional
intake and physical fitness; in-
creased malabsorption – a con-
dition that prevents absorption
of nutrients through the small
intestine. People who defecate
outdoors in the soil, spread
these worm eggs everywhere.
These eggs then contaminate
the soil and further spread the
infection. If the worms remain
untreated or undiagnosed for a
long time, it can lead to long
term effects on a child’s health
and development. Heavy infec-

tions often make children too
sick or too tired to concentrate
at or even attend school. If un-
treated or undiagnosed,
worms can have a long term ef-
fect on a child’s health and de-
velopment. Intestinal worms
are parasites that live in the
human intestines and consume
nutrients and vitamins that a
child consumes. The worms lay
thousands of eggs on a daily
basis and chiefly consume nu-
trients meant for the human
body. Worm infection can be
caused due to various factors
in children including lack of
personal hygiene, uncooked
and contaminated food, and ex-
cess sweets and junk food con-
sumption. Let us maintain per-
sonal hygiene and avoid open
defecation. Let us improve hy-
giene which includes washing
hands particularly before eat-
ing and after using toilet; using
sanitary latrines; wearing slip-
pers/shoes; keeping the sur-
roundings clean; ensuring
nails are short and clean.

Make every child in the country worm free 

ASHUTOSH ROY 
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P laying video games has been found to neither harm
nor benefit the cognitive abilities of children and

young adults, according to a new research. Parents may re-
think family's video-gaming rules as the research chal-
lenges the fears that children who spend hours playing
video would manifest unhealthy results in their cognitive
ability, it said. "Our studies turned up no such links, re-
gardless of how long the children played and what types of
games they chose," said Jie Zhang, associate professor at
the University of Houston, US, and a member of the re-
search team. According to the study, researchers examined
the video gaming habits of 160 diverse urban public-school
preteen students. Participating students reported playing
video games an average of 2.5 hours daily, with the group's
heaviest gamers putting in as much as 4.5 hours each day,
the study said. The team of researchers looked for associa-
tion between the students' video game play and their per-
formance on the standardized Cognitive Ability Test 7,
known as CogAT, which evaluates verbal, quantitative and
nonverbal/spatial skills, the study said. CogAT was chosen
as a standard measure, in contrast to the teacher-reported
grades or self-reported learning assessments that previous
research projects have relied on, the study said. "Overall,
neither duration of play nor choice of video game genres
had significant correlations with the CogAT measures.
That result shows no direct linkage between video game
playing and cognitive performance, despite what had been
assumed," said May Jadalla, professor at Illinois State
University, US, and the study's principal investigator.
However, the study also revealed another side of the issue,
too. Certain types of games described as helping children
build healthy cognitive skills also presented no measurable
effects, in spite of the games' marketing messages, it said.
"The current study found results that are consistent with
previous research showing that types of gameplay that
seem to augment cognitive functions in young adults don't
have the same impact in much younger children," said C.
Shawn Green, professor at the University of Wisconsin-
Madison, US. Does this mean the world can play on?
Maybe, the research suggests. But the experts also caution
that gaming time took the heaviest players' away from
other, more productive activities - homework, to be specific
- in a process psychologists call displacement, the study
said. But even in those cases, the differences were slight be-
tween those participants and their peers' CogAT measures
of cognitive abilities, the study said. "The study results
show parents probably don't have to worry so much about
cognitive setbacks among video game-loving children, up
to fifth grade. "Reasonable amounts of video gaming
should be OK, which will be delightful news for the kids.
Just keep an eye out for obsessive behaviour," said Zhang.
"When it comes to video games, finding common ground
between parents and young kids is tricky enough. At least
now we understand that finding balance in childhood de-
velopment is the key, and there's no need for us to over-
worry about video gaming," said Zhang.

Video games neither harm
nor benefit cognition
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BRIEF

Wildlife 
sustainability

New Delhi: The gov-
ernment is making ho-
listic efforts to ensure
wildlife sustainability
and protection, with
the strategy focussed
on four key pillars, in-
cluding infrastructure,
Union minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia
said on Thursday.
Briefing reporters here
on the Union govern-
ment's initiatives for
wildlife conservation
since 2014, Scindia said
a 360 degrees approach
has been adopted and
emphasised the impor-
tance of "animal pas-
sage plans" along with
development.

Investors Summit
Lucknow:Uttar
Pradesh's capital is being
decked up for the three-
day Global Investors
Summit that would be
inaugurated by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
here on Friday.The 10-12
February event is expect-
ed to be attended by sev-
eral ministers of the
union and the state gov-
ernment and a host of
leading industrialists.
Besides PM Modi,
President Droupadi
Murmu and over 15 cabi-
net ministers including
Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh,Finance
minister Nirmala
Sitharaman,Health
Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya,Women and
Child Development
Minister Smriti Irani,
Transport Minister
Nitin Gadkari are ex-
pected to attend the
event.

Budget 
presentation

Jaipur: Rajasthan
Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot will present
the State Budget 2023-
24 in the assembly on
Friday. This will be
the last budget of the
present government
as the state is going
for assembly elections
later this year. Gehlot,
who also holds the fi-
nance portfolio, will
present the budget on
the theme of 'Bachat,
Rahat, Badhat' (sav-
ing, relief and
progress).

INTERACTION MEET

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, Sunil Kant Munjal, chairman of Hero
Enterprise, Sanjiv Bajaj, CII President and Chairman & Managing Director, Bajaj
Finserv Limited and R Dinesh, Executive Vice-Chairman, TVS Supply Chain Solutions
after an interaction with CII National Council members, in New Delhi. 

New Delhi, Feb 09: 

Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Thursday held a discus-
sion with IMF managing
director Kristalina
Georgieva and urged the
multi-lateral funding
agency to develop a global-
ly coordinated approach to
the regulation of crypto
assets. The Finance
Minister held a virtual
conversation with the
International Monetary
Fund (IMF) MD to discuss
the upcoming G20 Finance
Ministers and Central
Bank Governors (FMCBG)
meeting, scheduled to be
held in Bengaluru later
this month. Sitharaman
also thanked IMF for the

support that it had been
providing to the G20
Indian presidency on vari-
ous work streams under
the G20 FinanceTrack.
The Finance Ministry in a
series of tweets said
Georgieva congratulated
India on its strong eco-
nomic performance in
challenging global times
and its role at the forefront
of digitalisation of the
economy, especially in the
area of digital payments.
Both leaders expressed
solidarity with those af-
fected by the devastation
in Turkey and Syria, the
ministry said in a tweet.
"FM conveyed India's im-
mediate support extended
by Prime Minister Shri
@narendramodi through
deployment of NDRF
@NDRFHQ and medical
teams under
#OperationDost," as per

another tweet. IMF MD ap-
preciated India's contribu-
tion of USD 50 million for
SARTTAC, Delhi, a part-
nership between IMF and
India.

This will further
strengthen India and
IMF's role in building ca-
pacity in the South Asia
Region, she added. "FM
Smt. @nsitharaman told
Ms. @KGeorgieva that
India will continue to play
its leadership role during
the Presidency to strength-
en #multilateralism and
#GlobalGovernance for a
peaceful, sustainable, and
prosperous world for all,"
another tweet said. During
the discussion via video
conference, both leaders
recognised that the voices
of the most vulnerable
and under-represented
need to be heard through
the leadership of the G20

nations. Sitharaman
stressed the need to ensure
food and energy security
for all and asked the IMF
for support to the Indian
Presidency in the form of
detailed technical analysis
to develop evidence-based
policy guidance on the
issue. She also informed
Georgieva that debt issues
will be at the forefront of
G20 FinanceTrack discus-
sions, and India will con-
tinue to support the ongo-
ing efforts for orderly and
timely implementation of
the Common Framework.
Along with addressing
debt vulnerabilities, both
leaders also discussed
other key deliverables,
such as the timely comple-
tion of the 16th General
Review of Quota (GRQ) to
strengthen the Global
Financial Safety Net, an-
other tweet said.

FM urges IMF to develop globally
coordinated approach 

To crypto asset
regulations

Noida, Feb 09:  

The Centre has acknowl-
edged MSMEs' contribu-
tion to the country's eco-
nomic growth, and the
Budget 2023-24 has given a
boost to the fund-starved
sector with higher credit
flow and by simplifying
compliances, an official
said. Availability, accessi-
bility and affordability of
credit/funds are the main
challenges of the sector,
said B B Swain, Secretary
to the Union Ministry for
Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSMEs).

He was addressing a ses-
sion at the launch of the
three-day Indian Foundry
Congress (IFC) and India
Foundry Equipment
Exhibition (IFEX), being
organised by the Institute
of Indian Foundrymen
(IIF) at the India Expo
Centre in Greater Noida.

"The government has ac-

knowledged the contribu-
tion of MSMEs to the eco-
nomic growth of the coun-
try. Union Budget 2023-24
has given a boost to the
fund-starved sector with
higher credit flow and by
simplifying compliances,"
Swain said.

He said the launch of a
revamped credit guarantee
scheme worth Rs 9,000
crore for MSMEs would
enable collateral-free cred-
it of Rs 2 lakh crore loans
to small businesses.

"Moreover, by reducing the
guarantee fee to 1.3 per
cent, the government has
eased collateral
credit/funding for the
MSMEs. This will go a long
way to support the sector.
These measures can be
game changers," he said.
Swain said the MSMEs
catering to the foundry in-
dustry stand benefitted
from several measures the
government has taken up.
"Over 15,000 MSMEs (out
of 5 crore from all sectors)
from the foundry industry
play the role of a powerful
catalyst in making India
one of the largest produc-
ers and exporters of cast-
ing products in the world,"
he added. According to the
co-chairman of organising
committee Vikas Garg, the
business meet during the
three-day event is expected
to close over 10 lakh tonnes
of casting product buying-
selling deals.

Budget 2023-24 will give boost to 
fund-starved sectors: MSME secretary

Mumbai, Feb 09:  

Full-service airline Vistara on
Thursday announced the
launch of its flight services to
Mauritius from the city, start-
ing March 26. The five times
weekly flight services will be
catered with a long range
A321 aircraft, which the airline
inducted in its fleet recently,
in a three class configuration
(business, premium economy
and economy), Vistara said.
Mauritius is the 12th interna-
tional destination that Vistara
is connecting with Mumbai.
The airline has already
announced commencing flight
services to Colombo and

Dammam from Mumbai next
month.
"Vistara announces the addi-
tion of Mauritius to its con-
stantly expanding global net-
work. Besides being a popular
tourist destination, Mauritius
is an important business hub
and home to many global
financial institutions. "This
new route will further aid the
growing traffic between the
two countries," said Vinod
Kannan, Chief Executive
Officer at Vistara. The Tata-
Singapore Airlines-run Vistara
is in the process of merging
with Air India, which was
acquired by the Tata Group in
January last year.

Vistara announces
Mumbai-Mauritius flight

service from Mar 26New Delhi, Feb 09: 

Jio-bp, the fuel and mo-
bility joint venture of
Reliance Industries Ltd
and UK's bp, has launched
petrol blended with 20 per
cent ethanol, aligning with
the government pro-
gramme to cut oil imports
and reduce carbon emis-
sions. "In line with the
roadmap set by the
Government, Jio-bp has be-
come one of the first fuel
retailers in India to make
E20 blended petrol avail-
able," the company said in
a statement.

"Customers with E20
petrol-compatible vehicles
will be able to opt for this
fuel at select Jio-bp outlets,
and the offering will soon
be expanded across the net-
work." The E20 fuel is a 20
per cent blend of ethanol
and 80 per cent of petrol.
The blending of ethanol,
extracted from sugarcane
as well as broken rice and

other foodgrains, in petrol
is being introduced in the
country by the government
to reduce the country's oil
import cost and lower car-
bon emissions while giving
farmers an additional
source of income. "India's
market for fuels and mobil-
ity is rapidly growing. It is
expected to be the fastest-
growing fuel market in the
world over the next 20
years. "Jio-bp mobility sta-
tions are designed to help
meet this growing demand
and are ideally located to
suit customer convenience.
They bring together a
range of services for con-
sumers on the move - in-
cluding additivised fuels,
EV charging, refreshments
and food, and plan to offer
more low carbon solutions
over time," the statement
said. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi earlier this
week launched the E20 fuel
at India Energy Week in
Bengaluru.

Jio-bp rolls out E20 petrol
with 20 pc ethanol

Mumbai, Feb 09:  

Five more banks will
join the pilot on the cen-
tral bank digital currency
or e-rupee for retail cus-
tomers and the project will
be extended to nine addi-
tional cities, the Reserve
Bank said. The Reserve
Bank, which began pilot-
ing the central bank digi-
tal currency or e-rupee for
retail customers in early
December with eight
banks in five cities,
stressed that it does not
want to rush with it but
favours a slow and steady
adoption. The retail CBDC
is available for only 50,000
users now and of them
5,000 are merchants. The
service is being offered on
invitation basis by eight
banks across five cities
now, deputy governor T
Rabi Sankar told reporters

at the customary post-poli-
cy presser. Given the
glitches-free adoption so
far, five more banks will be
added soon on to the plat-
form along with increas-
ing the number of cities
where the pilot service is
available now from the
present five to nine more,
Sankar said. "Having said
on this and the risk of
being right, let me just re-
iterate that we want the
process to happen.

E-Rupee to be piloted by 5 more
banks in 9 more cities soon

Mumbai, Feb 09: 

This Valentine’s day Reliance
jewels is asking their cus-
tomers not to forgot the most
important person, “them-
selves”; thus making valen-
tine’s day not only a celebra-
tion with your loved one but
also making it a day where
you celebrate love for oneself.
Reliance Jewels, India’s lead-
ing jewellery brand, has
launched a unique Valentine’s
Day collection to celebrate
you. A collection for those who
love and embrace themselves -
#KhudseBhiPyaarKaro and
make the world a better and
happier place as well.
This season of love Reliance
Jewels launches a beautiful
diamond jewellery collection
of pendants, bracelets & rings
with curvy forms and motifs
with composite diamond set-
ting giving it the look of a
Solitaire. In addition to the

new collection, Reliance
Jewels has also announced a
special offer called the ‘Dream
Diamond Sale’ which will last
till February 14th. It offers up
to 25% off on invoice value of
diamond products at Reliance
Jewels. Patrons can avail the
same while they chose their
favorite diamond Jewellery.
Talking about the collection,
Sunil Nayak, CEO of Reliance
Jewels said, “This season of
love, we want to imbibe and
share the true meaning of
‘embrace yourself’, with our
valued patrons through our
Valentine’s Day collection
inspired by ‘Self Love’. The
minimalistic and elegant
designs in the collection are
perfect for special moments.

Reliance Jewels reveals unique
Valentine’s Day collection 

New Delhi, Feb 09: 

Sony announced the lat-
est addition to the
Walkman® series family,
NW-A306. Designed for lis-
teners to enjoy music the
way the artist intended
with high-quality audio in
a compact form factor.

The new Sony Walkman
NW-A306 is a stylish and
compact music player, that
lets consumers download
and stream more of the
music they love. Weighing
just 199 grams, it is light-
weight with the comfort
and function of both a 3.6”
touch screen and tactile
physical music controls,
the NW-A306 series delivers
exceptional music experi-
ences right from the users’
pocket. The NW-A306 is de-
signed for audiophiles look-
ing for premium sound and
style. With the S-Master HX

digital amp technology, in-
dependently developed for
Walkman® is compatible
with the native DSD for-
mat. It reduces distortion
and noise across a wide
range of frequencies, for
rich and full-bodied sound,
further enhanced by new
high-quality sound lead
free solder. It uses Edge-AI
(Artificial Intelligence),
DSEE Ultimate (Digital
Sound Enhancement
Engine) which upscales
compressed digital music
files in real time. Restoring
acoustic subtleties and dy-
namic range provides a
deep and rich listening ex-
perience. The NW-A306
Walkman will be available
across all Sony Centres,
major electronic stores,
Headphone Zone and e-
commerce portals in India
from  February 9 onwards
and is priced at Rs 25,990.

Sony India launches new
NW-A306 Walkman

Mumbai, Feb 09: 

Up your fitness quotient
a notch higher and take a
step towards a healthier
lifestyle by getting lean
with cardio, building mus-
cle doing yoga or picking
up a sport. Amazon is back
with “Get Fit Days” giving
customers a holistic shop-
ping experience under one
roof across products like
treadmills, cycles, yoga
mats, smartwatch, sports
shoes, sports apparel, gym
accessories and unlock
great deals from 10th to
February 12th, 2023.
Customers can avail excit-
ing discounts of upto
70%off during ‘Get Fit
Days’ on Amazon.in from
top brands like Powermax,
Puma, Urban terrain,
Nivia, Adidas, Reebok,
Lifelong, Flexnest, Yonex,
Garmin and more.

Amazon offers
upto 70% off on

fitness item

Mumbai, Feb 09: 

Rising for the second
straight session, equity
benchmark Sensex
climbed 142 points on
Thursday following buy-
ing in IT and finance
stocks amid a positive
trend in global markets.
After a see-saw session,
the 30-share BSE Sensex
ended 142.43 points or 0.23
per cent higher at
60,806.22. During the day,
the index witnessed a
high of 60,863.63 and a low
of 60,472.81. The broader
NSE Nifty advanced 21.75
points or 0.12 per cent to
finish at 17,893.45.

Bajaj Finserv topped
the Sensex gainers' chart,
rising 2.30 per cent, fol-
lowed by Asian Paints,
Infosys, Bajaj Finance,
IndusInd Bank, L&T and

TCS. In contrast, Bharti
Airtel, UltraTech Cement,
Tata Motors, Sun
Pharma, HDFC and Axis
Bank were among the lag-
gards, shedding up to 1.03
per cent. The market
breadth was positive, with
18 advances and 12 de-
clines.

"Traders mostly re-
mained on the sidelines in
the absence of any fresh
positive triggers, as wor-

ries of global slowdown
and no signs of any pause
on global rate hike cycle
continued to weigh on the
sentiment. "Although
markets were range-
bound with a positive
bias, fluctuation in the
market could continue in
the near term," said
Shrikant Chouhan, Head
of Equity Research
(Retail), Kotak Securities
Ltd. In the broader mar-
ket, the BSE midcap
gauge slipped 0.01 per
cent and the smallcap
index dipped 0.15 per cent.
Among sectoral indices,
IT climbed 0.88 per cent,
technology 0.71 per cent,
industrials (0.36 per cent)
and Capital Goods (0.26
per cent). Power, telecom-
munications commodities
and realty were among
the losers.

Sensex, Nifty clock gains for 2nd day
New Delhi, Feb 09: 

The rupee pared initial
losses and settled on a flat
note at 82.54 (provisional)
against the US dollar on
Thursday, supported by a
rebound in domestic equi-
ties. At the interbank for-
eign exchange market, the
local unit opened at 82.59
against the American cur-
rency and touched a low of
82.66 and a high of 82.48
intra-day. It finally settled
at 82.54 against the green-
back, unchanged from its
previous close. In the previ-
ous session on Wednesday,
the rupee had appreciated
16 paise after the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) hiked
the repo rate by 25 basis
points. The dollar index,
which gauges the green-

back's strength against a
basket of six currencies,
declined 0.36 per cent to
103.03. Global oil bench-
mark Brent crude futures
advanced 0.19 per cent to
USD 85.25 per barrel. "The
Indian rupee depreciated
against the US dollar amid
fund outflows and risk-
averse sentiments.

Rupee settles flat at
82.54 against US dollar

Mumbai, Feb 09: 

The Reserve Bank's deci-
sion to hike repo rate by 25
basis points was on expect-
ed lines but the policy fo-
cuses more on inflation de-
spite the recent modera-
tion in the number,
bankers said. "Repo hike
of 25 basis points is on the
expected lines. Evidently,
the policy is focused more
on managing inflation,
even though the recent re-
tail inflation readings are
showing signs of modera-
tion," industry lobby
Indian Banks
Association's Chairman A
K Goel, who also heads
state-owned Punjab

National Bank, said in a
statement. It can be noted
that the last two readings
of the headline inflation
have come within the
upper tolerance band of
the central bank and some
analysts, including in-
house economists at the
country's largest lender
SBI were expecting a
pause on rate hike. With
the latest hike, the repo
rate is at 6.50 per cent.

SBI Chairman Dinesh
Khara said the continuing
strength in US job data has
made monetary policy
making into a delicate bal-
ancing act for emerging
economies and seemed to
welcome the slew of an-

nouncements on the regu-
latory front beyond the
rate hike.

"The proposal to address
the issue of penal charges
on services will bring a
rule-based regulation. The
initiatives on climate risk
will improve compliance,
capital budgeting and fi-
nancial disclosures for
banks," Khara said.
Among the foreign
lenders, Standard
Chartered's country head
Zarin Daruwala said the
Reserve Bank of India's
confidence in the Indian
economy came through as
it revised its H1FY24
growth estimate upwards
to 7 per cent.

RBI rate hike on expected lines; policy
focuses more on inflation despite

recent moderation: Bankers



Ac t r e s s - s i n g e r
Shruti Haasan,
who is known for

being vocal about her
thoughts and feelings, re-
cently spoke to her
younger self through the
medium of social media
and shared with her fol-
lowers the uncertainties
that followed her after
2012.

The actress posted an
image of hers from 2012 on
her Instagram and shared
that the year wasn't that

great for her per-
sonally and little did she
know that things were
going to change for her,

professionally as well.
Sharing the picture,

Shruti wrote in the cap-
tion, "This picture is
from 2012 it was not a
great year for me per-
sonally and little did I

know things were going to
change for me profession-
ally... I look back at that
version of me and I so
wish I could go back in
time and give her a giant
hug and show her where
she would eventually end
up."

She continued in the
caption, "I want to tell her
that people will always
talk s**t and that there is a
strong breeze of fakery
constantly in the air and
that the instinct was right
and strength is vulnerabil-
ity." She feels grateful for
the constant learning that
life has thrown at her in
the form of oddballs.

"But what gives me from
my yesterdays for my to-
morrows is that there is
pain in the fire that (is) al-
ways burning in me - al-
ways looking for some-
thing ahead of me - some-
thing to learn from some-
thing, to see something to
dream for . It's silent, it's
violent and it's true also
#gothpapa vibes in secret
have now come out," she
concluded.

ACROSS
1. Advanced gradually
6. Parched
10. Mr. Gershwin et al.
14. Desist
15. TV host Jay ____
16. Facial feature
17. Honoring
19. Go by ship
20. Ref's kin
21. Musical instrument
22. Piano part

23. Perceive sound
24. Gator's cousin
26. Zodiac ram
29. Housing agents
33. Adjusts again
35. Atop
36. Enthusiasm
37. Milky stone
38. Sharp
40. ____ and tear
41. Give ____ break! (2 wds.)
42. Walk heavily

43. Not abundant
45. "Scarface" gangster (2 wds.)
47. Incensed
48. Landlord's due
49. Scrape roughly
51. Permit
54. Lethargic
56. Terminal (abbr.)
59. Hawaiian feast
60. Not influenced
62. Miscalculates
63. Trick
64. Della ____ of "Touched by an
Angel"
65. Admit defeat
66. Advance upon
67. Salamanders

DOWN
1. Light tan
2. Regard
3. Pant
4. Psychic ability (abbr.)
5. Most profound
6. Communion table
7. Bridle strap
8. Not guilty
9. Snoopy, e.g.
10. Six-legged animal
11. Thoroughfare
12. Tibet's continent
13. Auction off
18. Spy org.
22. Horseback game
23. Shoe part
25. Fixed prices
26. Perfume

27. Drive off
28. Singer ____ Hayes
29. Baton ____
30. Musical drama
31. Respond (to)
32. Shopping frenzy
34. Beauty shop
39. Go on
40. Bend
42. Erupt
44. Water tank
46. Wake up
49. Recommend
50. Dog's sound
51. Actor ____ Guinness
52. Bait
53. Animal fat
55. Space agency (abbr.)
56. Brood
57. School exam
58. Thirst quenchers
60. Coffee vessel
61. So-so grade
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Shruti Haasan: 
2012 was not a great

year for me personally

The shooting for the
upcoming film 'The
Vaccine War' direct-

ed by Vivek Ranjan
Agnihotri has wrapped up
its final schedule. The film's
producer Pallavi Joshi says
science thriller is a new
and different genre but
they decided to accept the
challenge.

Pallavi says, "The
Vaccine War is unlike any
other film that we have ever
done under 'I Am Buddha'
productions. Science
thriller is a very new genre
and it's a very difficult
genre but we decided to ac-
cept the challenge. I think
100% marks should go to
Vivek for accepting this
challenge of writing and di-
recting this film." The film
stars Nana Patekar,
Sapthami Gowda, Pallavi,
and Anupam Kher.

"All the actors - Nana
Patekar, Nivedita
Bhattacharya, Sapthami
Gowda, Girija Oak, Yagya
Turlapathi and myself, we
found ourselves in com-
pletely alien territory be-
cause the scientific termi-
nologies that we had to use
in his film were so difficult
and something that we had

never heard of in life."
"So saying them became

a challenge for us in the be-
ginning but within a week I
think we all found the sci-
entist within us and we
were speaking all the scien-
tific terminologies as if we
were born speaking them.
It was a great sight to see all
of us transform into very
confident scientists and
after the end of the shoot,
we were all only discussing
science which was a very
hilarious thing to happen
because until before the
film began none of us knew
any ABC about science
whatsoever."

She added: "Our techni-
cal team was most under
stress because this film was
shot very differently, tech-
nically it is a very different
film. Vivek and our techni-
cal crew had set some im-
possible targets for them-
selves and I am really wait-
ing, biting my nails every
now and then because I
want to know what the end
result is." "But one thing is
for sure that once the audi-
ence sees the film and
walks out of the theatre
they are going to walk out
with their head held high.

Pallavi Joshi on ‘The Vaccine
War’: Science thriller is a new
genre, we decided to accept

Nachoge toh
Bachoge! &pic-
tures is all set to

get the viewers on the
dance floor with the
World Television
Premiere of Rocket Gang
on 10th February at 8pm.
Choreographer Bosco
Martis marks his directo-
rial debut with this
dance-horror-comedy
which stars an eclectic
cast of Aditya Seal,
Nikita Dutta, Jason
Tham, Sahaj Singh, and
Mokshda Jailkhani in the
lead.

The film takes its view-
ers on a roller-coaster
ride of friendship, cama-
raderie, love and dance as
the team of five children
step into the biggest
dance competition to ac-
complish their dream.
Rocket Gang follows the
story of these friends who
decide to take a vacation
after being offered a free
stay at the ‘Wonder Villa’.
A series of strange events

start to make their life
scarier but definitely
guarantees an overdose of
laughter for the viewers.

It's always interesting
to see horror and comedy
collide in films. The gen-
res are poles apart on the
surface and yet remain
quite similar in terms of
execution. No wonder
that the merging of the
two creates the most de-

lightful subgenre in films
- horror-comedy. The
genre of horror comedy
has received immense
love from the audiences.
And Rocket Gang has
taken it a notch beyond
and is sure to steal the
hearts of all viewers.

Along with the enter-
tainment bonanza, Rocket
Gang brings an amusing
treat for its viewers with

a cameo appearance from
supremely talented actor
Ranbir Kapoor. With all
his charm, Ranbir will be
seen portraying an in-
credible and hilarious
role in the film.

Tune in to &pictures on
February 10, 8pm to meet
aise waise nahi, Dance
wale Bhoot on the World
Television Premiere of
Rocket Gang.

World TV premiere of ‘Rocket Gang’ today

Yami Gautam Dhar, who
is awaiting the release

of her upcoming streaming
film 'Lost', met real life
crime journalists during the
course of the film's shoot-
ing in which she essays the
role of a crime reporter in
hot pursuit of a story.
The actress said, "I didn't
meet any crime journalists
prior to the shooting but
yes, I did meet them while
we were shooting, and they
were very senior. They
were very kind."
"It was a pleasure meeting
them because if they had-
n't told me who they were,
I would never know their
significant body of work. I
wouldn't have known their
background. They were
extremely warm. They

watched us shoot and per-
form. That's all about it,
there was no particular
journalist that I had in mind
while preparing for the
role".
The actress also shared
why she feels that cinema
is one of the most respect-
ed professions in the world.
She said, "Cinema has a
large influence on people,
which is why it is consid-
ered one of the most loved
and respected professions
in the world. It manages to
evoke a beautiful bag of
emotions within you. It has
the capacity to entertain
and engage you as an audi-
ence and that's what I call
success. I am hoping 'Lost'
can give the audience that
kind of experience."

Yami met real life
crime journos during

‘Lost'’shoot

Music, Masti and
Masaledaar gup-
shup awaits you

in this weekend’s episode
of Sony Entertainment
Television’s The Kapil
Sharma Show! On
Saturday, host Kapil
Sharma will be welcom-
ing Guru Randhawa and
Yogita Bihani - the team
of his debut music video
titled ‘Alone’. Further,
adding a desi musical
tadka to the evening will
be the acclaimed singer –
Gurdas Maan. Making
the guests enjoy them-
selves to the fullest will be
host Kapil Sharma and
his atrangi parivaar who
would be creating a fun
atmosphere in their
amusing avatars.

Amidst an amusing
conversation, singer and
Punjabi heartthrob Guru
Randhawa as a sign of re-

spect, will request host
Kapil Sharma not to refer
to him as ’Guru’ as his
guru, Gurdas Maan will
be sharing the stage with
him. He further took a
stroll down memory lane,
recalling the first time he
met Gurdas Maan, and
shared, “I remember
meeting Gurdas ji in 2012.

During that time I used
to pick and drop off
Amrinder Gill paaji from
the airport, and while
having a conservation he
mentioned that in a farm-
house in Delhi, a shoot-
ing is going on where
Gurdas Maan is there. I
literally fell on Amrinder
bhai’s feet and asked him
to take me with him. I
didn’t even release a song
back then so nobody real-
ly knew me. I went for the
shoot and there I met
Gurdas ji.

Guru Randhawa recalls his first meeting with Gurdas Maan

Sony SAB’s Pushpa
Impossible is a por-

trayal of a woman’s un-
conventional journey to
earn utmost respect and
dignity for herself in her
life. The show depicts the
story of Pushpa Patel
(played by Karuna
Pandey), a single mother
who is determined to pro-
vide the best life possible
for her children.

The cast of the show
will now be joined by the
talented actress, Urvashi

Dholakia, as Devi Singh
Shekhawat, a high-profile
criminal lawyer. A cele-
brated actor, Urvashi has
become a household name
having played powerful
grey characters.

However, contrary to
her earlier roles, this time
viewers will see her in a
new positive avatar. Devi’s
character brings along
with it a major twist in the
show as she helps Pushpa
tide through a new crisis
in her life.

Urvashi Dholakia enters
‘Pushpa Impossible’

Actress Priyanka Chopra Jonas has shared the trailer release date
of her upcoming film, 'Love Again'. The actress took to her

Instagram on Wednesday and shared a video about her Valentine's
Day plan which "involves Celine Dion", the Canadian singer known
for her superhit track 'My Heart Will Go On' from the James
Cameron directorial 'Titanic'. She captioned the video: "YOU,
Celine, Sam & I... let's make a plan for Valentine's Day. We're bring-
ing you @loveagainmovie - trailer in ONE WEEK!  samheughan
@celinedion." With all the visually pleasing looks & moments, 'Love
Again' is the one film everyone globally is looking forward to.

Priyanka Chopra has Valentine’s
Day plan with Celine Dion
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Cape Town, Feb 09 (PTI):

The much-envied hege-
mony of Australia is like-
ly to continue but a host of
teams, led by India and
England, will harbour
hopes of breaking it when
the ICC Women's T20
World Cup begins here
Friday. Packed with
proven performers,
Australia have lifted the
trophy five times in seven
editions. They have hardly
been challenged in the for-
mat since winning the last
T20 World Cup in 2020.

In the last 22 months,
they have lost just one T20
and that defeat came
against India away from
home via a Super Over.
The defending champions
will no doubt start as
favourites once again and
will aim for a second hat-
trick of titles, which will
be a record-extending
sixth trophy.

The return of skipper
Meg Lanning after a break
is a massive boost for the

holders. Star wicketkeep-
er batter Alyssa Healy,
who is back after a calf in-
jury, also seems to have

shrugged off the rust
which makes the side even
more dangerous. The
team's biggest strength is

its depth in batting with
plenty of big hitters like
Lanning, Healy, Ellyse
Perry and Tahlia McGrath
adorning the line-up.
Experienced pacer Megan
Schutt will spearhead the
bowling department
which has plenty of spin-
ners to choose from.

All-rounder Ashleigh
Gardner has also been in
stellar form. A power-hit-
ter down the order, the 25-
year-old is the go-to person
for skipper Lanning when
Australia are in need of a
wicket.

However, the hard-
fought series against India
and the loss in the warm
up match against Ireland
shows that Australia too
can be defeated and the

likes of India, England
and New Zealand would
fancy their chances.

Runners up in the last
edition, India will be keen
to go one step ahead and
claim the title that has
eluded them thus far.

However, a lot will de-
pend on the Indian batting
unit, especially the top
order comprising the likes
of elegant Smriti
Mandhana, big-hitting
Shafali Verma and skip-
per Harmanpreet Kaur.

The 'Women in Blue'
had enjoyed a stellar run
at the 2020 edition before
the final ended in disap-
pointment.

Shafali, had been the
breakout star, ending the
tournament as India's

leading run scorer.
Pumped up after the U19
World Cup win in South
Africa a few days ago, the
flamboyant opener will be
keen to carry on the mo-
mentum.

India have found a
much-needed finisher in
U19 World Cup-winning
young Richa Gosh and
that will give the top order
the freedom to go all guns
blazing from the start.

India have a good mix of
spin and pace options but
bowling has been their
achilles heel. The pace de-
partment, barring veteran
Shikha Pandey, is relative-
ly inexperienced. They
will have to rise to the
challenge. The ever-reli-
able Deepti Sharma has
been a match winner for
India on several occasions,
and with spinners
sparkling in the warm-up
matches, she will once
again be a key player.

India have been clubbed
alongside England,
Pakistan, West Indies and

Ireland in Group B.
England, who have been a
consistent force in the for-
mat for years, will be a
strong contender.

Led by Heather Knight,
England will be eager to
get their hands on the title
for the first time since in-
augural edition in 2009.
They have reached three
finals without any suc-
cess.

The former champions
have a potent bowling at-
tack that includes the leg-
endary pacer Katherine
Sciver-Brunt and top-
ranked spinner Sophie
Ecclestone.

The likes of Alice
Capsey, Sophia Dunkley
and Lauren Bell have es-
tablished themselves in
the T20 format and a lot
will be expected from
them.

Besides Australia, New
Zealand is another top
contender to reach the last
four from Group A. The
Sophie Devine-led side has
enjoyed a good run in the

format recently.
The White Ferns have

the talent to go the dis-
tance but will need player
apart from Devine, Suzie
Bates and Lea Tahuhu to
step up.

South Africa's best fin-
ishes came in 2020 and
2014, when they reached
the semi-finals. The
Proteas women will be
keen to capitalise on the
home advantage.

The recent Tri-Series
final victory over India
will only add to their con-
fidence. Their success in
the tournament would de-
pend on the bowling de-
partment, comprising the
likes of experienced pac-
ers Marizanne Kapp,
Shabnim Ismail and
Ayabonga Khaka. The
hosts' batting department
though seems a little
thin.Grouped alongside
Australia, New Zealand,
Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, it
will be a tall task for the
hosts to advance to the
semifinals.

Dominant Australia aim for record-extending sixth trophy,  India to chase maiden title
The opening encounter will be between hosts South
Africa and Sri Lanka on Friday. The tournament will take
place in two stages. The 10 teams are divided into two
groups of five sides each. In the first round, the teams will
compete in round-robin format with the top two teams
from each group progressing to the knockout stage.

Nagpur, Feb 09 (PTI):

Ravindra Jadeja marked
his return to international
cricket with a five-wicket
haul that knocked the stuff-
ing out of Australian middle
order and put India firmly in
the driver's seat on the open-
ing day of the first Test, here
Thursday.

Jadeja did bulk of the
bowling on the Jamtha dust-
bowl, earning his 11th fifer
(5/47) in 22 overs that helped
India skittle Australia out
for a paltry 177 after the visi-
tors decided to take the first
strike in the series-opener.

Ravichandran Ashwin,
who probably dominated the
Aussie mind space more
than his spin colleague, got
3/42 in 15.5 overs and in the
process completed 450 wick-
ets in Test cricket.

At stumps, Rohit
Sharma's counter-attacking
56 not out put India in com-
plete command with hosts
ending the day at 77 for one
and trailing by 100 runs.

KL Rahul's lean patch con-
tinued as he was caught and
bowled by Australian debu-
tant Todd Murphy after
making a 20-run contribu-
tion from 71 balls. On this
track, one cannot survive
with a defensive mindset
and the decision to score
quickly seemed to be the
right call. But no accolades
will be enough for Jadeja,
inarguably the MVP' (Most
Valuable Player) in the
Indian Test set-up. The icon-
ic Sachin Tendulkar has
termed him as compete

package'. On turners, the
spinners who don't try too
much trickery with their fin-
gers and just let the ball land
on the cracks and let the
pitch do the rest, are more
dangerous than others.
Jadeja is a perfect exponent
of that art of keeping things
simple.

There is no denying the
fact that there is consider-
able turn and bounce on
offer but Australian batters
too were guilty of playing

some bad shots. It seemed
they got too much messed up
in their heads and tried to
tackle the track more than
the bowler. Save Marnus
Labuschagne (49), who got
an unplayable delivery from
Jadeja, the others either
played rank bad shots or
erred in judgement.

Labuschagne got a deliv-
ery that was tossed up to
draw him forward. It hit one
of the dry cracks to rear up
as well as deviate past his

bat. As he was drawn for-
ward, debutant Kona Bharat
effected his first official dis-
missal showing smart reflex-
es while effecting that
stumping.

What was admirable
about Bharat was his change
of stance after he struggled
to collect a couple of Jadeja
deliveries in the first ses-
sion. Both deliveries turned
and jumped.

Instead of crouching too
low which he does with do-
mestic spinners, he stayed
on his haunches and could
easily gather deliveries on
his waistline in the post
lunch session.

Once Labuschagne was
dismissed after an 82-run
stand with Steve Smith,
floodgates opened as left-
handed Matt Renshaw fell
prey to a Jadeja delivery that
hit the same spot and turned
back sharply to find him
plumb in-front.

Smith (37), who hit a few
boundaries, was dismissed
when he played the wrong
line to an arm-ball from
Jadeja and was bowled bat-
pad. From 84 for 2, it soon be-
came 109 for 5 and although
Peter Handscomb (29) and
the counter-attacking Alex
Carey (36) got quick runs to
get the team past 150-run
mark. Ashwin, who primari-
ly bowled from round the
wicket, induced a false shot
from Carey who went for a
non-existent reverse sweep
while Pat Cummins became
Ashwin's second victim
when he offered a regulation
catch to Virat Kohli at slips.

Rohit leads strong reply
after Jadeja’s five-for

Australia captain Pat
Cummins won the toss
and elected to bat in the
opening Test of the
Border-Gavaskar Trophy at
the Vidarbha Cricket
Association Stadium in
Nagpur on Thursday.
India's charismatic mid-
dle-order batter in T20
cricket Suryakumar Yadav
made his Test debut along
with wicketkeeper K S
Bharat, with the
Cummins-led Australia
handing out the Baggy
Green to spinner Todd
Murphy. Former India
coach Ravi Shastri handed
out the India cap to
Suryakumar and
Cheteshwar Pujara pre-
sented Bharat with his
India cap, while Australia

spinner and a member of
the playing XI, Nathan
Lyon presented the Baggy
Green to Murphy. In a
first, the BCCI invited
both Suryakumar and
Bharat's families to come
inside the ground and
watch the Test cap pres-
entation ceremony.
Head coach Rahul Dravid
congratulated and shook
hands with the family
members of both the India
players. It may be recalled
that Bharat had donned
the gloves for India in
place of Wriddhiman Saha
on day 3 of the first Test
between India and New
Zealand in Kanpur in 2021,
after the Bengal gloveman
had suffered a stiffness in
his neck.

India's senior spinner
Ravichandran Ashwin on
Thursday scripted his
name in the record books
as he became the second
fastest bowler to 450 Test
wickets, during Day 1 of
the first Test against
Australia in Nagpur on
Thursday.
He brought up the land-
mark when he bowled Alex
Carey for 36 in his 11th
over, becoming the second
Indian bowler to go past
450 wickets after the leg-
endary Anil Kumble.
Playing in his 89th Test,
Ashwin is the second
fastest bowler to 450 Test

wickets in terms of Tests
played, after Sri Lankan
legend Muttiah
Muralitharan who achieved
this landmark in 80 match-
es. He is also the second
quickest in terms of balls
bowled (23635) behind for-
mer Australian player
Glenn McGrath (23474).
Ashwin also dismissed
Australia captain Pat
Cummins for 6 to finish
with 3/42, while Ravindra
Jadeja claimed 5/47 to
bowl out Australia for 177
in their first innings. Rohit
Sharma smashed an
unbeaten 56 as India fin-
ished the first day on 77/1.

Ashwin second fastest
to 450 Test wickets

Meet India’s debutants
in Nagpur Test

Indian Wells, Feb 09 (AP):

Two of the biggest
names on the men's entry
list for the BNP Paribas
Open are unlikely to play
in the Southern California
tournament.

Novak Djokovic and
Rafael Nadal were injured
during the Australian
Open last month, and
Djokovic's COVID-19 vacci-
nation status also is still
an issue for the tourna-

ment that runs March 6-19
at Indian Wells.

Djokovic, a five-time
winner in the desert,
missed last year's tourna-
ment because of his vacci-
nation status. The U.S. is
set to end its COVID emer-
gency declarations on May
11, long after the tourna-
ment concludes.

Djokovic won the
Australian Open last
month for his 22nd career
major despite being both-

ered by a left hamstring in-
jury. He returned to No. 1
in the world rankings.
Nadal injured his hip dur-
ing a second-round loss at
the Australian Open and
could be out up to two
months. Second-ranked
Carlos Alcaraz, who
reached the semifinals last
year, is set to return to
Indian Wells after missing
the Australian Open be-
cause of injury. Also en-
tered are No. 3 Stefanos
Tsitsipas, No. 4 Casper
Ruud and No. 5 Andrey
Rublev. American Taylor
Fritz is back to defend his
title. Also among the men's
entries is No. 7 Felix
Auger-Aliassime, No. 9
Holger Rune and No. 10
Hubert Hurkacz. Nick
Kyrgios and Andy Murray
are in the field as well.

On the women's side,
top-ranked Iga Swiatek is
back to defend her title
from last year. She'll be
joined by Australian Open
winner and second-ranked
Aryna Sabalenka.

Paris, Feb 09 (AP):

Marseille celebrated its
first home win against
Paris Saint-Germain in
more than a decade to
reach the quarterfinals of
the French Cup, beating
its bitter rival 2-1.

Cheered on by buoyant
fans at a packed Stade
Velodrome, Marseille had
rarely looked so dominant
against PSG since the
Paris club started its su-
premacy in France after
Qatari investors took over.

Marseille's previous win
at the Velodrome against
PSG in all competitions
dated back to November
2011.

Alexis Sanchez put the
hosts in front in the fixture
known as "Le Classique" of
French soccer, and
Ukraine attacking mid-
fielder Ruslan
Malinovskyi scored the
winner after Sergio Ramos
pulled one back.

"We are delighted to
progress to the next
round, the French Cup is

one of our goals,"
Marseille captain Valentin
Rongier said. "Our fans
had been waiting for that
win, we are so happy to
share it with them."

It was PSG's third loss
this season. It came ahead
of a major test as Bayern
Munich travels to the
French capital for the first
leg of their round-of-16
match in the Champions
League on Feb. 14.

Igor Tudor's players im-

posed an intense pressing
from the start that destabi-
lized PSG. Second-best in
all sectors, the visitors
were pegged in their own
half and Marseille piled
up chances in the first
half.

The hosts could have
been awarded a penalty
after Achraf Hakimi el-
bowed the ball in the area,
but referee Francois
Letexier ignored calls
from Marseille players.

Bengaluru, Feb 09 (PTI):

Skipper Mayank
Agarwal hit a double cen-
tury to help Karnataka
post 407 in their first in-
nings and take the upper
hand over Saurashtra in
their Ranji Trophy semifi-
nal here on Thursday.

Resuming his innings at
110, Agarwal carried on his
good form and played with

more intent on the second
day to score 249 off 429
balls. He struck an as-
tounding 28 boundaries
and six sixes during his
marathon knock.

Karnataka added 178
runs in 46.3 overs after re-
suming their innings at the
overnight score of 229 for 5.

Agarwal's overnight
partner, wicketkeeper
Srinivas Sharath (66)
added just six runs to his
score before being trapped
LBW by Chetan Sakariya
five overs into the second
day's proceedings.
Krishnappa Gowtham and
Vijaykumar Vyshak failed
to trouble the scorers
much, departing in quick
succession before Vidwath
Kaverappa (15) lent
Agarwal some support.

It was a complete
Agarwal show on the sec-
ond day as the confident
right-hander played his
shots to all parts of the
ground to take Karnataka
forward. Sakariya (3/73)
and Kushang Patel (3/109)
picked up three wickets
apiece for Saurashtra.

Indian Wells entries include
injured Nadal, Djokovic
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Agarwal hits double ton to give
Karnataka edge over Saurashtra
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Rare home win for Marseille
against rival PSG in French Cup

Marseille's players celebrate after winning the French Cup round of 16
football match between Olympique Marseille (OM) and Paris Saint-
Germain (PSG) at Stade Velodrome in Marseille, southern France.
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‘Mumbai-ADI bullet 
train dream project of
national importance’

Mumbai, Feb 09 (PTI): 

The Mumbai-
Ahmedabad bullet train is
a "dream project of this
country and of national
importance and in public
interest", the Bombay
High Court said on

Thursday dismissing a petition
filed by Godrej & Boyce company
challenging acquisition proceed-
ings initiated by the
Maharashtra government and
the NHSRCL in Mumbai's
Vikhroli area for the project.

A division bench of Justices R
D Dhanuka and M M Sathaye
said the project was one-of-its-
kind and collective interest
would prevail over private inter-
est. The court said in cases of
conflict on inter fundamental
rights and intra fundamental
rights, the court has to examine
as to where lies the larger public

interest while balancing the two
conflicting rights. "It is the para-
mount collective interest which
would ultimately prevail. In the
facts of this case, the private in-
terest claimed by the petitioner
does not prevail over the public
interest which would subserve
infrastructural project of public
importance which is a dream
project of this country and first
of its kind," it said. "In our view
the bullet train project is an in-
frastructural project of national
importance, a large numbers of
public would be benefited and
would have saved other benefits
for betterment of this country,"
the court said. Of the total
508.17 kilometres of rail track
between Mumbai and
Ahmedabad, about 21 km is
planned to be underground. One
of the entry points to the under-
ground tunnel falls on the land in
Vikhroli (owned by Godrej).

New Delhi, Feb 09 (PTI): 

Over 16 lakh Indians re-
nounced their Indian citi-
zenship since 2011 includ-
ing 2,25,620 last year, the
highest during the period,
while the lowest of 85,256
was in 2020, according to
government data. The year-
wise number of Indians
who renounced their citi-
zenship was provided by
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar in response to a
question in Rajya Sabha.

Jaishankar said the
number of Indians who re-
nounced their Indian citi-
zenship in 2015 was
1,31,489, while 1,41,603 peo-
ple gave it up in 2016 and
1,33,049 in 2017. In 2018, the
number was 1,34,561, while
1,44,017 renounced their cit-
izenship in 2019, 85,256 in
2020 and 1,63,370 in 2021.
The number in 2022 was

2,25,620, according to the
minister. For reference pur-
poses, Jaishankar said the
data for 2011 was 1,22,819,
while it was 1,20,923 in 2012,
1,31,405 in 2013 and 1,29,328
in 2014. The total number of
Indians who gave up their
Indian citizenship since
2011 comes to 16,63,440.

To a specific query, he
said, according to infor-
mation, five Indian nation-
als obtained the citizen-
ship of the United Arab
Emirates during the last
three years. Jaishankar
also provided a list of 135
countries whose citizen-
ship Indians acquired. To
another question, Minister
of State for External
Affairs V Muraleedharan
said the government is
aware of the issue of pro-
fessionals having been laid
off by US companies in re-
cent months.

New Delhi, Feb 09 (PTI): 

The application process
for second edition of the
Common University
Entrance Test (CUET)-UG
began on Thursday night
and will remain open till
March 12, UGC Chairman
M Jagadesh Kumar said.
The exam is scheduled to
be conducted from May
21-31.

"Online submission of
application form for CUET-
UG for admission to under-
graduate programmes will
start tonight. Last date for
submission of applications

is March 12, 2023.
"Announcement of the city
of examination is on April
30. Downloading of Admit
cards from the NTA web-
site from second week of
May, 2023," Kumar said on
Thursday.

The University Grants
Commission (UGC) in
March last year announced
that undergraduate admis-
sions will be conducted in
all central universities
through a common en-
trance test and not on the
basis of Class 12 marks.

The undergraduate ad-
mission process in univer-
sities will be completed by
July 2023 and the new aca-
demic session can begin on
August 1. "Examination
will be conducted on multi-

ple days in three shifts, de-
pending on the number of
candidates and subject
choices. Candidates can
apply for CUET (UG) - 2023
through the Online mode
only on the website
https://cuet.samarth.ac.in,
" Kumar said.

The CUET (UG) - 2023
will be conducted in 13 lan-
guages i.e. English, Hindi,
Assamese, Bengali,
Gujarati, Kannada,
Malayalam, Marathi, Odia,
Punjabi, Tamil, Telugu,
and Urdu.

The debut edition of
CUET-UG was conducted
in July last year and was
marred by glitches prompt-
ing the National Testing
Agency (NTA) to cancel
exams at multiple centres.

New Delhi, Feb 09 (PTI): 

The government in-
formed Parliament on
Thursday that the existing
policy does not provide for
reservation in the judici-
ary but judges, especially
collegium members, have
been told to keep in mind
sections of people who are
not represented adequately
while making their recom-
mendations for appoint-
ments of judges.

During Question Hour
in the Rajya Sabha, DMK
leader Tiruchi Siva asked
if the government would
consider the possibility of
introducing a reservation
policy in the appointment
of judges. Law and Justice
Minister Kiren Rijiju said,
"As per the existing policy
and provision, there is no
reservation in the Indian
judiciary."

"However, I have already
reminded all the hon-
ourable judges, especially
the collegium members, to
keep in mind while recom-
mending the names to in-
clude members from back-
ward communities, women
and other categories which
are not represented ade-
quately in the Indian judi-

ciary," he added.
Responding to a separate
query on the pendency of
cases in Gujarat, Minister
of State for Law and
Justice S P Singh Baghel
said about 14,47,459 cases
were pending so far in the
state. To another query on
extending the panel of
lawyers appointed by the

National Legal Services
Authority (NLSA) to pro-
vide free legal aid to those
deprived of legal counsel,
the minister said free legal
aid is being provided to
such people by NLSA, State
Legal Services Authority
(SLSA), District Legal
Services Authority (DLSA)
and at taluka level.

Nabarangpur (Odisha), Feb 09 (PTI): 

A 35-year-old man from
Odisha's Koraput district
walked several kilometres
with his wife's body on his
shoulder after she died in
an auto-rickshaw while re-
turning from a hospital in
neighbouring Andhra
Pradesh. Policemen spot-
ted Samulu Pangi and
arranged an ambulance to
take the body of his wife
Ide Guru (30) home in
Sorada village of Pottangi
block.

Pangi had admitted his
ailing wife to a hospital in
Sangivalasa in
Visakhapatnam district of
Andhra Pradesh. However,

the doctors there said she
was not responding to
treatment and advised him
to take her back home,
around 100 kilometres
away. Pangi said he hired
an auto-rickshaw for re-

turning to his village but
Guru died midway near
Vizianagaram. The auto
driver then refused to con-
tinue the journey and
dropped them on Chelluru
Ring Road before leaving
the spot.

Finding no other way,
Pangi started walking to-
wards home, which was
still around 80 kilometres
away, carrying his wife's
body on his shoulder. After
some time, alerted by local
people, Rural Circle
Inspector TV Tirupati Rao
and Gantyada sub-inspec-
tor Kiran Kumar stopped
him. Initially, the Andhra
Pradesh policemen were
finding it difficult to gauge

what Pangi was saying due
to language problem. Later,
one person was found who
understands the Odisha
man's language. The po-
lice officials, after ascer-
taining what had hap-
pened, arranged for an
ambulance that took
Pangi and his wife's body
to his village.

While Pangi thanked
the police for their help,
the locals appreciated the
men for their timely re-
sponse. This incident is a
reminder of a 2016 inci-
dent at Bhawanipatna in
Odisha when another
man, Dana Majhi, walked
for around 12 kilometres
carrying the body of his

wife on his shoulder after
being denied a hearse by a
hospital.

Battle royale over Tripura’s
heartland Dhanpur

Sonamura (Tripura), Feb 09 (PTI): 

"Tripurar bhalo din
pherot aita se, Kalo raat
sesh hoita se" (Tripura's
good days are back, the
dark night is over), the song
in local dialect set to a pop-
ular folk tune, blared from
a microphone atop the
truck crammed with
CPI(M) volunteers wearing
red tees with the hammer
and sickle sign, rushing
along the highway to
Dhanpur. The battle for
Dhanpur, about eight kilo-
metres from the sub-divi-
sional headquarters of
Sonamura, is on.

The BJP has pitted its
central minister Pratima
Bhoumik in a prestige
fight to wrest the Left bas-
tion, where she had lost
five years back to former

chief minister and
Communist veteran Manik
Sarkar. "Takkar er lorai
hobe, kintu amra jitbo (It
will be a tough battle but
we shall win)," beamed a
confident Bhoumik, the
first Tripura woman to be
a central minister, in an in-
terview to PTI. "I have been
working hard for the entire
West Tripura parliamen-
tary constituency (which
includes Dhanpur) I espe-
cially concentrated on our
tribal villages," she said.

The Communist party's
old warhorse Sarkar who
represented the constituen-
cy four times in a row is
not contesting the election
but is concentrating on
touring the state to try and
win it back in alliance with
Congress, after being in
power for seven terms in

the last 50 years. The
CPI(M) has fielded
Kaushik Chanda in the
Dhanpur battle which lo-
cals expect to be a straight
fight between lotus and the
hammer-sickle-and-star
symbols, despite TMC
fielding Habil Miah and
Tipra Motha nominating
Amiya Dayal Naotia.

The constituency, largely
agricultural, has just 48,000
voters, of whom last time
around 40,000 voted. Some
11,000 tribals and 14,000
Muslims in the area make
it an interesting demo-
graphic mix for campaign
managers. Sarkar had won
the seat in 2018 by a little
over 5,000 votes. "The
CPI(M) has been winning
this seat since 1970s. We
are more than confident
that we will retain it this

time too. The tribals had
voted for Tipra Motha in
the tribal autonomous dis-
trict council in 2021, but
this is for the state elec-
tions and we believe that
they will continue to be
with the party as they have
in the past," said Ratan
Saha, CPI(M) Sonamura
sub-division committee
secretary.

A revived CPI(M) which
had been losing ground
ever since it lost the 2018 as-
sembly election is visibly
displaying its strength in
the area. The number of
red flags far outnumber the
lotus or the Tipra Motha's
red-yellow banners.
Convoys of trucks and mo-
torcycles ferrying SFI (the
communist students' wing)
and CPI(M) activists are
common here.
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PWD workers remove illegal encroachments outside the AAP office in New Delhi, Thursday.

ANTI-ENCROACHMENT DRIVE

President Droupadi Murmu during the inauguration of a national convention on ‘Women as Foundation of
Value-based Society’ and launch of an all-India awareness campaign ‘Empowering the Family’, at the Om
Shanti Retreat Centre of Brahmakumaris, in Gurugram, Thursday.

EMPOWERING THE FAMILY

INSENSITIVE ADMINISTRATION

Man walks kms with wife’s body on shoulders after her death 
As auto driver refuses to take them home

‘No provision for reservation in judiciary’CPI(M) calls BJP's
'Amrit kaal' as

'Jahar kaal'
AAmmaarrppuurr  ((TTrriippuurraa)),,  FFeebb  0099  ((PPTTII))::
The CPI(M) on Thursday
lashed out at BJP's slogan of
'Amrit kaal' (Golden age), and
claimed that the right-wing
party's term in office should be
described as 'Jahar kaal'
(Poison age).

The Left party which is
locked in a keenly contested
battle in the northeastern state
with the BJP, also alleged that
its rival had launched an attack
on the country's constitution
besides trying to use religion
as a tool for political gain.

"Prime Minister Modi has
said that his government has
been giving free rations to the
poor, but we find that the food
subsidy in this year's budget
has been slashed by Rs 90,000
This is not Amrit kaal, it is
Jahar Kaal," said CPI(M) polit-
buro member Brinda Karat at a
rally in Amarpur, 70 kms south
from state capital Agartala.

‘2.25 lakh people 
renounced Indian 

citizenship in 2022’

Application process for
CUET-UG begins

To go on till
March 12
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N DDiissmmiisssseess  GGooddrreejj  &&  BBooyyccee  pplleeaa  aaggaaiinnsstt  llaanndd  aaccqquuiissiittiioonn

Kiren Rijiju



Surrender
GGaayyaa:: A Maoist, carrying
a bounty of Rs 15 lakh on
his head, surrendered
before security forces in
Bihar's Gaya district on
Thursday, police said.
Abhyas Bhuiyan, a mem-
ber of the Bihar-
Jharkhand regional com-
mittee of the banned CPI
(Maoist) outfit, laid down
his rifle and cartridges
before CRPF commandant
Kumar Mayank and Gaya
Senior Superintendent of
Police (SSP) Ashish Bharti
in Rampur area. 

Busted
PPaallgghhaarr:: The Mira
Bhayandar-Vasai Virar
(MBVV) police in
Maharashtra have detect-
ed 16 cases with the
arrest of four persons
who distracted people at
ATM centres and stole
their money, an official
said on Thursday. The
MBVV police have recov-
ered a car, cash and
mobile phones worth Rs
5.28 lakh from the inter-
state gang apart from
seizing 94 ATM cards,
said Suhas Bavche,
deputy commissioner of
police-zone II, Virar.

Drive
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The Delhi gov-
ernment has kicked off a
drive against unregistered
as well as illegally parked
e-rickshaws in the nation-
al capital, an official said
on Thursday. The
Transport department's
enforcement personnel
are taking part in the
crackdown, which began
two days ago. The govern-
ment has already taken
action against 100 e-rick-
shaws, the official said.

Seize 
RRaammaannaatthhaappuurraamm::  The
Coast Guard and
Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence (DRI) have
seized nearly 18 kg of
gold in the district, with a
diving operation helping
secure the yellow metal
from the seabed. In a joint
operation, the Coast
Guard along with DRI,
Chennai, seized 17.74 kg
of gold, worth about Rs
10.50 crore from
Mandapam while it was
being smuggled from Sri
Lanka by the sea route, a
Defence release here said.

Mishap
KKaakkiinnaaddaa:: Seven workers
of an edible oil packaging
factory in a village in
Kakinada district were
asphyxiated on Thursday
when they got into an oil
tank to clean it, police
and district officials said.
The incident occurred at
G Ragampet near here at
around 8:30 AM when one
of the labourers entered
the tank to clean it. 
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Visitors click photographs during
Kolkata Book Fair 2023, in

Kolkata, Thursday.
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New Delhi, Feb 09 (PTI) 

The Serum Institute's
made-in-India vaccine
against cervical cancer,
CERVAVAC, will be avail-
able in the market this
month at an MRP of Rs 2,000
per vial of two doses, official
sources said on Thursday.

The first indigenous
human papillomavirus
(HPV) vaccine was
launched by Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on
January 24 in the presence
of Serum Institute of India
(SII) CEO Adar Poonawalla
and its Director of
Government and
Regulatory Affairs Prakash
Kumar Singh. According to
an official source, Singh has
written a letter to the Union
Health Ministry mentioning
that the price of its HPV
vaccine for the private mar-

ket will be Rs 2,000 per vial
of two doses which is much
lower than other available
HPV vaccines. With hospi-
tals, doctors and associa-
tions approaching the firm
seeking its HPV vaccine, the
Serum Institute is ready to
roll out CERVAVAC in the
private market from this
month. It is learnt that
Singh has also mentioned in
his letter that SII will pro-
vide their HPV vaccine at a
very affordable price when-
ever the Health Ministry
procures it. At present, the

country is fully dependent
on foreign manufacturers
for HPV vaccines.

Currently, only one HPV
vaccine -- American multi-
national Merck's Gardasil --
is available in the private
market in single-dose pre-
filled syringe presentation
and its price is Rs 10,850.

The Union Health
Ministry intends to roll out
HPV vaccine against cervi-
cal cancer in the national
immunisation programme
for girls aged 9 to 14 years in
June, for which a global ten-
der is likely to be floated in
April. India is home to about
16 per cent of the world's
women, but it accounts for
about a quarter of all cervi-
cal cancer incidences and
nearly a third of global cer-
vical cancer deaths. Indian
women face a 1.6 per cent
lifetime cumulative risk of
developing cervical cancer
and 1 per cent cumulative
death risk from cervical
cancer, officials had stated.

New Delhi, Feb 09: 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi

launched a fresh broad-
side against the opposition
on Thursday, saying their
"keechad" (dirt) of allega-
tions will only help the
lotus bloom more and as-
serting he alone outweighs
all who had to take turns
to shout slogans to oppose
him.

Thumping his chest,
Modi declared that he lives
for the country and wants
to do something for the
country, which has rattled
the opposition parties and
they are playing political
games just to save them-
selves. "Desh dekh raha
hai, ek akela kitno ko
bhari padh raha hai (the

country is watching how
one person has out-
weighed so many)," he
said as the opposition
members kept shouting
"Modi-Adani, bhai-bhai".

Unperturbed by the jeer-

ing, Modi finished his 90-
minute speech in reply to
a debate on a motion
thanking the President for
her address to a joint sit-
ting of Parliament, and
listed various achieve-
ments of his government.

With members of the
treasury benches chanting
"Modi-Modi", he pointed at
the opposition MPs who
had gathered in the well of
the House in a bid to shout
him down and said,
"Naare bolne ke liye bhi
unko badal karna padhta

hai (they have to take
turns even to shout slo-
gans)." "Ek conviction ke
karan chala hoon, desh ke
liye jeeta hoon, desh ke
liye kuch karne ke liye
nikla hoon (I live for the
country and have em-
barked with the conviction
to serve the nation)," he
said, adding that his politi-
cal opponents are playing
games as they do not have
the courage to take him
on. The opposition, he
said, is resorting to this
means to save themselves.

Chandigarh, Feb 09 (PTI):

A 17-year-old boy was ap-
prehended in Amritsar
after 15 kg heroin and Rs
8.40 lakh cash were found in
his possession, a top police
official said on Thursday.

The juvenile was held at a
checkpoint on Ram Tirath
Road in the city by teams of
the Counter Intelligence
(CI) unit of Amritsar based
on human inputs, Director
General of Punjab Police
Gaurav Yadav said.

The juvenile, along with
an accomplice identified as
Resham Singh of Khasa vil-
lage in Amritsar, was going
to deliver the drug consign-
ment, he said. Resham
Singh, who prima-facie
seems to be the mastermind

behind the narcotics smug-
gling racket, managed to
flee, Yadav added.

The development came 10
days after the Punjab Police
busted a transborder drug
smuggling cartel with the
arrest of a smuggler and
seizure of five kilogram
heroin and Rs 12.15 lakh
cash during a special check-
ing at Thattha village in
Amritsar's Lopoke.

Preliminary investiga-
tions revealed that the con-
signment of drugs was air-
dropped by Pakistan-based
smugglers using a drone,
Yadav said in a statement.

Assistant Inspector
General of CI wing Amritsar
Amarjit Singh Bajwa said
the father and the grandfa-
ther of the juvenile are serv-
ing prison sentences under
the NDPS Act.

Ahmedabad, Feb 09 (PTI):

The Gujarat University
on Thursday told the
High Court here the
Right to Information Act
can not be used for satis-
fying someone's "childish
curiosity" as it defended
its petition seeking
quashing of an order
under the transparency
law to provide informa-
tion on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's degree
to Delhi CM Arvind
Kejriwal.

Citing exceptions
granted under the RTI
Act for not complying
with the seven-year-old
order of the Central

Information Commission
(CIC), Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta, appearing
for the university, argued
that merely because
someone is holding a pub-
lic office, one can not
seek his private informa-
tion which is not connect-
ed with his public activi-
ty.

Mehta submitted that
information about PM's
degrees is "already in
public domain" and the
university had also
placed the details on its
website in the past, and
claimed the 2005 Act is
being used for settling
scores and to make
"childish jabs" against op-

ponents.
However, Kejriwal's ad-

vocate claimed informa-
tion about PM's degrees
was not available in pub-
lic domain as claimed by
Mehta.

The advocate also re-
ferred to Federal Bureau
of Investigation (FBI)
searches at residences of
former US President
Donald Trump and his
successor in the White
House Joe Biden, and
said no one is above the
law.

After hearing argu-
ments from both sides,
Justice Biren Vaishnav
reserved his order on the
petition.

New Delhi, Feb 09 (PTI) 

President Droupadi
Murmu on Thursday said
the mindset that bringing
up children and managing
home are the responsibili-
ty of women only has to
change while noting that
in spite of their increased
participation they fail to
make the cut above a cer-
tain level owing to family
responsibilities.

Inaugurating a national
convention on 'Women as
Foundation of Value-
based Society' and launch-
ing an all India awareness
campaign 'Empowering
the Family' at the Om
Shanti Retreat Centre of
Brahmakumaris at
Gurugram, she said

women have played a very
important role in shaping
values ??and ethics in

Indian society. Lauding
the Brahmakumaris or-
ganisation for reviving
Indian values ??by keeping
women at the centre,
Murmu said this is the
world's largest spiritual in-
stitution run by women
and more than 46,000 sis-
ters of this organisation
are carrying forward the
tradition of spirituality
and Indian culture in
about 140 countries.

She said when women
get equal opportunities,
they perform on par with
men and sometimes better
than them in every field.

"She noted that women's
participation is increasing
in many fields. However,
many of them are not able
to reach the top position.

Mumbai, Feb 09 (PTI) 

The technical bids for the
construction of a 21-kilome-
tre tunnel, 7 kilometres of
which will be under the sea,
as part of the Mumbai-
Ahmedabad high speed rail
corridor, popularly called
the 'bullet train project, was
opened on Thursday, an of-
ficial said. Two bids have
been received from Afcons
Infrastructure Limited and
Larsen & Toubro Limited
for the C-2 package between
Bandra-Kurla Complex in
Mumbai and Shilphata in
Thane district, a National
High Speed Rail
Corporation Limited

spokesperson said. After
technical evaluation, finan-
cial bids will be opened, the
spokesperson added.

As per NHSRCL, which is
helming the ambitious proj-
ect, the tunnel will be a sin-
gle-tube twin-track struc-
ture having a diameter of
13.1 metres at depths rang-
ing from 25-40 metres below
the ground. Of its 20.37 kilo-
metre length, three tunnel
boring machines (TBMs)
will build 15.42 kilometres
of the structure, while the
remaining 4.96 kilometre
stretch will see the work
being done as per the New
Austrian Tunnelling
Method (NATM).

New Delhi, Feb 09 (PTI) 

Senior Congress leader Shashi
Tharoor, who had contested
the polls for party presidency
last year, met AICC chief
Mallikarjun Kharge on
Thursday and exchanged
thoughts on various issues.
The meeting comes days
ahead of the party's plenary
session to be held in
Chhattisgarh's Raipur from
February 24 to 26.
"Thank you for your gracious-
ness, Congress President
@kharge Ji. I enjoyed
exchanging thoughts with you
on a number of topics today,"
Tharoor said in a tweet and
posted a picture of his meet-

ing with Kharge.
The Congress Working
Committee election will also
be held along with the plenary
session, Congress general sec-
retary (organisation) K C
Venugopal had said last
month. The Congress presi-
dent's election will be ratified
at the plenary session by all
the 9,900-odd Pradesh
Congress Committee dele-
gates. Tharoor had been in the
news recently for his outreach
and meetings in Kerala which
had irked a section of the
state unit. He had contested
the AICC chief polls last
October, but lost to Kharge,
who was seen by many as the
top leadership's candidate.

Kanker, Feb 09: 

Seven schoolchildren
were killed and two oth-
ers, including a student,
were critically injured
after an autorickshaw fer-
rying the kids was hit by a
truck in Kanker district
on Thursday, a senior po-
lice official said.

Earlier, the police said
five children had died.

Eight students from a
private school were going
home in the auto when
the accident took place on
the Korar-
Bhanupratappur Road
around 3.10 pm under the
Korar police station lim-
its, the official said.

Five students died on
the spot, while two others
were pronounced dead at
a nearby hospital, he said.

One student and the
auto driver are seriously
injured and they have

been taken to the state
capital Raipur, about 140
km from Korar, for better

medical assistance, the of-
ficial said. Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel ex-
pressed condolences over
the death of the school-
children. The administra-
tion has been directed to
extend all possible help to
the injured, he said in a
tweet in Hindi.

"May God give courage
to the family members,"
added CM Baghel.

SHOCKING TRUTH

Seven school children killed
as truck hits autorickshaw 

Mingled remains of the auto after meeting with accident.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel expressed condo-
lences over the death of the
schoolchildren. The adminis-
tration has been directed to
extend all possible help to the
injured, he said in a tweet in
Hindi. "May God give courage
to the family members,"
added CM Baghel.

CM expresses grief

Eight students from a private school were going home in the auto
when the accident took place on the Korar-Bhanupratappur Road
around 3.10 pm under the Korar police station limits. Autorickshaw
ferrying the kids was hit by a truck. 

About the mishap

RELIEF TO PATIENTS

SSI vaccine against cervical
cancer in market this month

Priced at Rs 2000
for two doses

At present, the country is fully
dependent on foreign manu-
facturers for HPV vaccines.
Currently, only one HPV vac-
cine -- American multinational
Merck's Gardasil -- is avail-
able in the private market in
single-dose pre-filled syringe
presentation and its price is
Rs 10,850.
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Modi thumps chest, says he
alone is enough for Oppn

PM Narendra Modi replies to
the Motion of Thanks on the

President's address in the
Rajya Sabha during Budget

Session of Parliament, in New
Delhi, Thursday. 

Replying to the Congress charge that the Bharatiya Janata
Party was ignoring Jawaharlal Nehru's efforts in nation-building
after independence, Modi retorted that if the first prime minis-
ter was so great, why have his scions never used his surname. 

‘So Much About Nehru, Why Not Use His Surname?’

CONG PLENARY SESSION

Tharoor meets party
chief Mallikarjun Kharge

Mumbai-Ahmedabad Bullet Train

SURPRISING BUT TRUE

15 kg heroin, Rs 8.40 lakh cash
found in possession of juvenile 

In Amritsar

Technical bids for 21-km tunnel,
including undersea stretch, opened

AERO-INDIA-2023 

Indian Air Force's aerobatics team Surya Kiran performs during rehearsals for the 
upcoming Aero India-2023 air show, at Yelahanka airbase in Bengaluru, Thursday. 

New Delhi, Feb 09 (PTI) 
Pending cases across various
courts in the country are
moving towards the five
crore-mark with an over 4.32
crore backlog in subordinate
courts, according to data
shared by the government in
Rajya Sabha on Thursday.
In separate written replies,
Law Minister Kiren Rijiju said
as on December 31, 2022, the
total pending cases in dis-
trict and subordinate courts
was pegged at over 4.32
crore. He also said over
69,000 cases are pending in
the Supreme Court, while
there is a backlog of more
than 59 lakh cases in the
country's 25 high courts.
Citing details available on
the Supreme Court website,
Rijiju said 69,511 cases were
pending in the top court as
on February 1.

Pending cases
in courts near
5-crore mark

New Delhi, Feb 09 (PTI) 
A team of India's National
Disaster Response Force
(NDRF) engaged in relief and
rescue operations in the
quake-hit Turkiye has suc-
cessfully rescued a six-year-
old girl from under the rub-
ble in Gaziantep.
The NDRF has dispatched
three teams to Turkiye for
rescue operations. "Standing
with Turkiye in this natural
calamity. India's @NDRFHQ
is carrying out rescue and
relief operations at ground
zero. Team IND-11 success-
fully retrieved a 6 years old
girl from Nurdagi, Gaziantep
today," the spokesperson of
the Ministry of Home Affairs
tweeted along with a video
of the girl and how she was
rescued.

NDRF rescues 
6-year-old girl 

VARSITY ON PM DEGREE ROW

‘RTI Act can’t be used to satisfy
someone’s childish curiosity’

‘Mindset that managing home, children only
women’s responsibility has to change’

President Droupadi Murmu
during the inauguration of a

national convention on
‘Women as Foundation of

Value-based Society’, at Om
Shanti Retreat Centre in

Gurugram, Thursday.



Central Chronicle News
BBhhiillaaii,,  FFeebb  0099:: A pre-conference workshop
was organised on Thursday at Bhilai Steel
Plant's BMDC (Bhilai Management
Development Centre) as part of the All India
Steel Medical Officers Conference that is
being hosted and organised from February 9-
12, 2023. MM Gadre ED (P&A), Dr M
Ravindranath, CMO In-charge, CMO Dr P
Binayake, Sanjay Dhar CGM (HRD & BE), Dr
Shilpush Bhosale and Dr Amol Kothianar from
Tata Memorial Hospital, Mumbai were pres-
ent in inaugural session. Detailed lectures on
the topic 'Hemodynamic Monitoring' were
delivered by Dr Shilpush Bhosale, Professor,
Department of Anaesthesia, Tata Memorial
Hospital, Mumbai and Dr Amol Kothianar,
Professor Department of Anaesthesia, Tata
Memorial Hospital, Mumbai in the first ses-
sion of the Pre-Conference Workshop. At the

outset, Dr M Ravindranath, CMO In-charge,
Medical & Health Services, BSP welcomed
the guests and participants. Dr Shailendra
Jain (Ex-Director, JLN Hospital & RC), Dr
Meena Jain (Ex-Joint Director), Dr Jyoti Narula
(Ex-Joint Director) were also present.  All par-
ticipating doctors were highly appreciative
that such a useful knowledge enhancement
workshop had been organised. In the second
session, a workshop on 'Basic Life Support'
was organised under the guidance of the
Head of Department of Anaesthesia,
Jawaharlal Nehru Hospital and Research
Center, Bhilai, Dr Tanuja Anand (Chief
Consultant), Dr Jayita Sarkar (Chief
Consultant), Dr Amit Agarwal (Chief
Consultant)  and Dr Shikha Agarwal
(Advisor).  The technique of giving 'CPR' as
demonstrated in detail was keenly observed
by participants.

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  FFeebb  0099::  Department of
Sociology and Department of
Education of St Thomas College
jointly organised Food Fest to
mark International Day of
Families. Students from different
streams of the college enthusias-
tically participated with their
family members in the Food Fest.
Food Stalls of variety of taste and
nutritional value were prepared
and sold by the students. The
event was inaugurated by Dr
Usha Kiran, Principal of Girls
College, Raipur.

The principal of the college Dr
MG Roymon, appreciated the
staff and students of both the or-
ganising departments for arrang-
ing such a mega event.
Administrator of the college Rev
Fr Dr Joshi Varghese, IQAC coor-
dinator Dr Debjani Mukherjee ex-
tended their moral support. Chief
Guest of Food Fest, Dr Usha Kiran,

motivated and congratulated the
Heads of both the Departments,
the Convenors and the Students,
for initiating such event and de-
veloping team spirit among stu-
dents. She also appreciated stu-
dents' sense of earning with hard
work and creating a sense of self
respect and dignity of labour. The
entire program was guided and
supported by Deepti Santosh,
Head In- Charge of Department
of Sociology and Dr Sheeja
Thomas, Head of Department of

Education along with Convenor
of the event Kanhaiya Pandey
and Dr Hari Prakash Sonwani and
Co convenors Dr Shabnam Khan,
Chandan Dekate, Santosh Yadav,
Dr Jyotsna Gadpayle and Dr
Anupama Gangrade.

The event turned out to be a
Mega hit due to the tedious effort
of all the Student Coordinators
namely Sanchana Sahu, Anupam
Rosy Minj, Daniel PU, Anwit Lakra,
Yogesh Soni, Khushbu Patnayak,
Duleshwar Verma, Rohan Kumar

Soni, Sheryil P Anil and Ditipriya
Rana. Prizes were distributed to
the winners of food fest for differ-
ent categories. Shubham P,
Chandrakant Markam, Deepanjali
Dhruw and Jahnavi Mishra won
prize for the most popular dish by
voting, Gurmeet Singh won first
runner up for most popular dish
by voting. 

Vibha Deshmukh, Aparna Sahu
and Vanee Dewangan won prize
for Best Crunchy Munchy Snacks,
Anisha Sahu, Megha Pisda and
Honey Yadav for Best Street Food,
Palak Agrawal, Anuj for Best in
Cleanliness and Hygiene, Naveen
S Daniel, Shubhang Das, Astha
Ramteke and Alex Rohan for Best
Presentation, Bhaskar Sah,
Aashish Kumar and Vishva
Mohan Singh for Best in Taste,
Tejas Patel, Ashish Patel and
Sakshee Sahu for Best Healthy
food and Geshu Jaiswal and Nidhi
Gupta won prize for Best Easy 
to Cook. 

PESB recommends Dr SC Pandey
for Director (Personnel) RINL

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 09: Public
Enterprises
S e l e c t i o n
B o a r d
( P E S B )
u n d e r
Department
o f
Personnel

and Training, Government
of India has recommended
Dr Suresh Chandra Pandey
for the post of Director
(Personnel), Rashtriya Ispat
Nigam Ltd (RINL),
Vishakhapatnam, Andhra
Pradesh on February
07,2023.

He is presently working
as Chief General Manager
(Personnel &
Administration), Steel
Authority of India Ltd
(SAIL), in Salem Steel Plant.
Dr Pandey has got more

than three decades of expe-
rience in different verticals
on Personnel and
Administration Division in
various plants. Earlier, Dr
Pandey was General
Manager (Personnel) in
Bokaro Steel Plant (BSL).
Before that he has also
served Chandrapur Ferro-
Alloy Plant (CFP),
Chandrapur, MS. He is a
Commerce graduate from
Ranchi University. He has
also completed MBA
(Personnel Management ),
LLB. He earned his PhD in
HR from Magadh
University, Bodh Gaya. Now,
the recommendation for
Director (Personnel), RINL
will be sent to the Ministry
of Steel for further process-
ing and it will finally be put
up for the approval of
Appointments Committee
of Cabinet (ACC).

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 09: A Fast
Track Special Court in
Durg sentenced a
Milkman to three years of
rigorous imprisonment
for sexually harassing a
school girl. The convict
has been supplying milk
to the victim's house for
the last ten years.
Finding her alone at
home, he trespassed into
the victim's house and
tried to take sexual ad-
vances.

The victim resisted and
pushed him out of the
house. She informed her
parents after which an
FIR was lodged at Smriti
Nagar Chowki on June
30, 2021. The charge sheet

was filed on July 15, 2021
after which the court trial
was conducted on Fast
Track and the judgement
was pronounced on
February 09, 2023.

The Fast Track Special
Court sentenced the 30-
year-old convict to three
years of rigorous impris-
onment for sexually as-
saulting the minor girl.
On Thursday, the Upper
Sessions Judge (Fourth),
FTSC - POCSO, Sangeeta
Naveen Tiwari convicted
Dinesh Kumar Yadav (30),
son of Sitaram Yadav a
resident of village
Nankatti, PS Nandini.

Special Public
Prosecutor Santosh
Kasar informed that the
accused was known to the

victim as he has been de-
livering milk to her house
for the last ten years. The
victim is a student of a
prestigious school.

On June 30, 2021, she
was alone at home as her
father and elder sister
had gone for some work
while her mother had
gone to duty. The ac-
cused reached her house
to deliver milk and tak-
ing advantage of the sit-
uation; he trespassed
into the house and
grabbed the minor girl
with the intention to out-
rage her modesty.

The girl resisted
strongly and pushed
him out of the house.
She immediately in-
formed her parents after

which they lodged an
FIR at the Police Station.
After trial, the Special
Court found the accused
guilty and awarded dif-
ferent jail terms for sec-
tion 454 of IPC and
Section 8 of POCSO Act
under which the ac-
cused was tried.

He was sentenced to
one year of rigorous im-
prisonment and Rs 100
fine under section 454 of
IPC and three years of
rigorous imprisonment
and Rs 500 fine under
section 8 of POCSO Act.
The jail terms would run
concurrently and penal-
ties for different sections
aggregating to three
years of rigorous impris-
onment and Rs 600 fine.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 09: Under the
Swachh Bharat Mission
(Gramin), door to door
garbage collection is being
done through two tricycles
(garbage cart) by Jagruti
Mahila Self Help Group in
Gram Panchayat
Pachpedi.

The SHG conducts
cleaning and sweeping
works at the major road
junctions and public
places of the village,
ponds, school, Anganwadi
and markets squares every
week. The waste is collect-
ed and taken to the segre-
gation yard.

The group members are
also making profit by sell-
ing the dry waste. The SHG

also takes out Swachhta
Rally every month and
urges the people to take the
cleanliness oath. They also
monitor the open defeca-

tion places. Due to their ef-
forts, cleanliness is being
maintained in the village.
The Swachhta activities
are being conducted under

the guidance of the group
president Manisha
Chandrakar, Sarpanch
Sundar Lal Khare and
Devnath Sahu.

Mobile Veterinary Unit 
provides treatment to injured 

and sick stray animals

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 09: As per the
instructions of Collector
Pushpendra Kumar
Meena, a Mobile

Veterinary Unit is being
operated by the Livestock
Development Department,
Durg. The injured and sick
stray animals are being
treated on the spot due.
Along with this, veteri-
nary camps are also being
organized from time to
time in different areas.

Deputy Director
Veterinary Services Dr
Rajeev Deoras informed
that so far this year, 133 in-
jured and sick stray ani-

mals were treated on the
spot. Through 38 veteri-
nary camps, 2926 animals
were treated and medi-
cines were provided for
5651 animals. Along with
this, health check-up is
also being done by the mo-
bile unit three days a week
in urban villages. People
can contact the unit on
telephone number 0788-
2323446 for the treatment
of injured and sick stray
animals.

Air Quality improves in
Rasmada industrial area

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 09: Due to the
problem of increasing pol-
lution in the Rasmada in-
dustrial area, the locals
staged aggressive demon-
strations a few weeks ago.
Taking cognizance of the
matter, Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu had
conducted discussion with
public representatives and
industrialists of Rasmada
in the presence of admin-
istrative officers and had
directed the industrial
groups to keep the pollu-
tion under control. The of-
ficials were also instructed
to continuously monitor
the Air Quality Index.

After about a month, the
Home Minister reviewed
the status of compliance
on the instructions given
in the last meeting. The
villagers said that due to
continuous monitoring,
there has been a reduction
in pollution. Environment
Board officials said that

the Air Quality Index has
improved in Rasmada.
Collector Pushpendra
Kumar Meena was also
present in the meeting.

He informed that moni-
toring of Rasmada is
being done regularly by
the administrative team
and the pollution situation
is being monitored. In the
meeting, the Home
Minister asked the offi-
cials of the Industries
Department about the
number of local labourers
working in Rasmada. He
had instructed the officials
in the last meeting to col-
lect data in this regard.

Officials of the
Industries Department
replied that there are
about 4833 labourers in the
industrial area, in which
more than one thousand
labourers are from
Rasmada village. The
Home Minister directed
the officials to ensure that
the local people get maxi-
mum jobs in the indus-
tries. Whenever there is a
vacancy, the SDM must be
informed first so that lo-
cals could be informed
about the job vacancy
through Munadi (public
announcement done by
Kotwars).

Along with this, the
Home Minister also asked
the industries to work for
the development of
Rasmada. He said that if
the industrial area is
beautiful and convenient,
it will be beneficial for the
local people as well as the
industries. He asked the
industrialists to extend
full cooperation in taking
responsibility of their
area and provide financial
help in the development
works here so that better
infrastructure can be
built here.

The Home Minister also
inquired about the tree

plantation. Officials of the
Industries Department
said that the industries
have not done tree planta-
tion as per the target. The
Home Minister asked the
industries to meet the tar-
get. He added that at the
administrative level also, a
big campaign should be
done for plantation of
saplings in the vacant
lands of Rasmada. In the
meeting, he asked the offi-
cers to take action and re-
move encroachment from
the Rasmada area.

Along with this, there
should be a good arrange-
ment for vehicle parking.
There should be arrange-
ments for canteen etc for
the drivers, laborers etc.
Along with this, he asked
for continuous monitoring
of pollution under the
leadership of SDM. The
Collector said that the ad-
ministrative team will
work for the development
of Rasmada after taking
feedback from the people.

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  BILASPUR,  FRIDAY,  FEBRUARY 10,  2023

People can seek help 
on telephone number
0788-2323446 
2926 animals treated and
medicines provided for
5651 animals

Home Minister conducts review meeting with public representatives and industrialists 

Swachhta Rally taken out in Pachpedi 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 09: A work-
shop was organized for
the officers of the district
about the guidelines for
the implementation of
the General Provident
Fund (CGPF).

Detailed information
was provided about the
instructions issued by
the government for gov-
ernment servants ap-
pointed after November
01, 2004, regarding the op-
tion of taking advantage
of the old pension
scheme or remaining in
NPS.

Along with this, the
doubts of the
officers/employees were
also resolved. Devendra

Choubey, Deputy
Director, Divisional Joint
Fund - Accounts and

Pension Durg and
Raghavendra Kumar,
Senior Treasury Officer,

Durg, gave detailed infor-
mation to all the offi-
cers/employees.

Officials detailed about NPS and OPS

SSV students excel in
JEE Mains session 1

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Feb 09:
Thirteen students of Sri
Sankara Vidyalaya,
Sector 10 have proved
their excellence in JEE
MAINS in session 1
(January 2023). They are
Shreyash kumar Sahu
(98.24), Mukesh
Dewangan (97.27), Achal
Dubey (97.17), Ganivada
Lalith (95.86), Naval
Despandey (93.74),
Kuntal Verma (92.52),
Ankoor Deshkar (92.41),
Aryan Yadav (91.96),
Kavyansh Singh(91.84),
Neeraj Bharti (91.12),
Mayank Sahu (90.996),
Sunidhi Ninje (83.86),

Sunayana Sainath
(53.36), Bipin Deshmukh
(Principal, SSV), man-
agement and staff of
SSV congratulated the
achievers for their suc-
cess and wished them a
bright future. They also
acknowledged the con-
tribution of the parents
in the achievement of
their children.

Milkman gets three years RI for
sexually harassing a school girl

St Thomas College organises Food FestDoctors from Tata Memorial
Hospital Mumbai address workshop 
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Raipur, Feb 09:

Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) on Thursday strong-
ly raised objection over ex-
tension of tenure of
Judicial Probe
Commission on Jhiram
Valley incident.

In a statement issued
here, the BJP’s Chief
Spokesperson and senior
MLA Ajay Chandrakar
claimed that the ruling
Congress government has
been resorting politics on
the Jhiram Valley inci-
dent. He said that the
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel should had not
needed to form Judicial
probe into the Jhiram
Valley incident as the sen-
ior Congress MLA

Kawashi Lakhma, a
Cabinet minister in his
government, should have
been interrogated as sen-
ior tribal leader from
Bastar, was reported pres-
ent during the incident.
CM should ask Lakhma
about the conspirators as
he would be the right per-
son to make disclosure on
the incident. He said that
victims of the incident,
have not got justice even
after four years of
Congress government.
BJP MLA alleged that the
Congress is just playing
politics on the issue and
has also questioned the
significance of forming
the committee to investi-
gate the incident. BJP
Spokesperson said that in-
stead of resorting to poli-
tics, the Congress govern-
ment should provide jus-
tice to the victims of the
incidents.

Cong resorting to politics
in Jhiram Valley incident

probe: Chandrakar
 BJP objects 

extension of probe
committee tenure

WATER HYACINTH 

As the water-level recedes in the city’s lifeline Kharun, the Water Hyacinth are now visible in certain pockets and
requires regular cleaning.

CCeennttrraall  CChhrroonniiccllee  NNeewwss

RRaaiippuurr,,  FFeebb  0099:: National Institute
of Technology (NIT) Raipur’s
Department of Biomedical
Engineering is organizing the
second international conference
on “Biomedical Engineering
Science and Technology:
Roadway from Laboratory to
Market” (ICBEST 2023) on 10th
and 11th February 2023 in hybrid
mode.  Padma Shri Dr. Arun T
Dabke, Retd. Dean & Professor,
Pediatric, Medical College
Raipur, Former VC Ayush Health
Science Raipur is the Chief
Guest. The aim of the event is to
provide a forum for researchers,
practitioners and professionals
from the industry and the acade-
mia to share their research
trends, findings, and results. Dr.
Guoan Zheng, Associate
Professor, Department of

B i o m e d i c a l / E l e c t r i c a l
Engineering, University of
Connecticut, USA, and Dr.
Sanjeev Kumar Mahto,
Associate Professor &
Coordinator, School of
Biomedical Engineering, Indian
Institute of Technology,
(Banaras Hindu University),
Varanasi will be present as
Keynote Speakers for the con-
ference. The conference will be
open for all academicians,
research scholars, post-doctor-
ate, post-graduates, and under-
graduate students functioning in
the field of biomedical engineer-
ing. The conference would serve
as a premier interdisciplinary
platform for researchers, practi-
tioners, and educators to pres-
ent and discuss the most recent
innovations, trends, and con-
cerns as well as practical chal-
lenges encountered, and solu-
tions adopted in the field.

More than 80 participants
including 35 technical presenta-
tions from scientists, engineers,
and academicians from India
and abroad will be attending the
conference. 

Conference by Biomedical
Engineering of NIT today
 On ‘Biomedical

Engineering Science
and Technology:
Roadway from
Laboratory to Market’

Raipur, Feb 09: 

Chhattisgarh Youth
Congress took out a foot
march from Ambedkar
Chowk to Raj Bhavan de-
manding JPC probe
against Modi-Adani in
protest against country’s
biggest economic scam.
Youth Congress workers
led by State President
Akash Sharma went to the
Raj Bhavan in the name of
the President and submit-
ted a memorandum to the
Governor. It is notable that
during the gherao of Raj
Bhavan, Youth Congress
workers got angry and
shouted slogans against
Modi-Adani. The workers
shouted slogans to return
the country’s money. Also
burnt the effigy of Prime

Minister Narendra Modi
at the Raj Bhavan gate.
During the gherao of Raj
Bhavan, Youth Congress
workers broke the barri-
cade and climbed the gate,
which caused a stir in the

Youth Congress and the
police administration.
Chhattisgarh Youth
Congress raised  the de-
mand for JPC inquiry
against Gautam Adani.
Chhattisgarh Youth

Congress is agitating in a
phased manner. Earlier
there was a demonstration
in front of the LIC office.
Youth Congress said that if
the demand is not fulfilled,
there will be agitation at
the state level.
Significantly, the Congress
said that the shares of
Adani Group bought by
SBI and LIC should be in-
vestigated through JPC as
to why this money was
given, on what conditions.
During the demonstration
held in front of LIC office
on the previous day, deep
friendship of both Modi
and Adani was shown
through a street play. The
City Congress Committee
also performed a street
play at Jai Stambh Chowk
in which activists wearing
masks of industrialists
Gautam Adani and
Narendra Modi were seen
performing.

YC stages foot-march against Modi-Adani 
 In protest against

economic scam

RRaaiippuurr,,  FFeebb  0099::  

Doctors of Chhattisgarh’s
Sanjeevani Cancer Hospital
have  performed a successful
operation to save the kidney by
removing the tumor from the
patient’s cancerous kidney by
complex partial nephrectomy
procedure with robotic cancer
surgery system. Significantly,
this operation has been done
with robot for the first time in
Chhattisgarh.  Senior surgical
oncologist Dr. Arpan
Chaturmohta told that the sur-
gical team removed the tumor
from the cancerous kidney of a
61-year-old woman by complex
partial nephrectomy procedure
with the help of state-of-the-

art robotic and frozen tech-
niques and restored 85 percent
of the kidney on one side and
the entire kidney on the other
side.  Dr. Arpan told that about
5 years ago, his close relative
had to get his kidney removed
through operation in a similar
case, which caused a lot of
trouble in his life. Dr. Arpan
had thought at the same time
that there is a need for such a
state-of-the-art system so that
this treatment is possible with-
out kidney removal. He shared

that now it is possible in
Sanjeevani Cancer Hospital
with the help of robotic system
and frozen section. This is a
huge achievement for the state
of Chhattisgarh and the field of
robotic surgery. The use of
robotic systems is becoming
increasingly common in com-
plex procedures such as partial
nephrectomy, and is expected
to continue to improve out-
comes and recovery times for
cancer patients in the future.
These procedures allowed the
use of robotic systems to
increase control, resulting in
less blood loss due to smaller
incisions and a better and
quicker patient recovery from
the procedure than usual. The
use of robotic technology in
surgery is expected to become
increasingly common in the
coming years, as it offers sev-
eral advantages over tradition-
al surgical techniques.

Sanjeevani Cancer Hospital performs
successful operation to save kidney
 By removing 

cancerous tumor 
with robotic cancer
surgery system

Air India shuts 
its door in Ch’garh
Raipur, Feb 09: It is a sad
moment for the people of
state as Air India has an-
nounced to wind up its op-
erations from
Chhattisgarh. As per an
email from Air India man-
agement, company with ef-
fective from February 13,
Air India is permanently
closing AI 651 Mumbai-
Raipur-Vishakhapatnam-
Mumbai flight. Further it
will also close its 40 years
old Raipur office.

It needs to be informed
here, many politicians had
availed the services of Air
India for the first time
when they travelled to
Delhi and also industrial-
ists from the state availed
Air India services when
they started flying to
Delhi. After four decades
AI is giving final good bye
to Chhattisgarh, informs
Vyas Travels owner and
entrepreneur Kirti Vyas.

Raipur, Feb 09:
Chhattisgarhi film viewers
will get to see another fab-
ulous film ‘Sun Sun Maya
Ke Dhun’ to be released  on
February 17 at 8 places in
Chhattisgarh. Addressing
the scribes here, the Hero,
Writer and Producer of the
film, Gyanesh Hardel said
that ‘Sun Sun Maya Ke
Dhun’ is pure family enter-
tainment film with lot of
uniqueness. Its dialogues
and presentation will leave
a different impression on
the audience.

Apart from this, the au-
dience will also get a dose
of comedy in this film.
There are a total of 6 songs
in the film. The playback
singers of the film are  RK
and Sunil Soni. Music
Director is Sunil Soni.
Talking about the cast of
the film, Gyanesh Hardel
and Devendra Sahu are in
the lead role. Apart from
this, other artists are

Monika Sharma, Abha
Devdas (both lead actress),
Rajnesh Jhanjhi, Nakul
Mahelwar, Anjali Singh
Chauhan, Sarla Sen,
Urvashi Sahu, Comedy
King Santosh Nishad
(Bochku), Raju Pandey,
Rajju Chandravanshi and
Ramkumar Chauhan. The
film is directed by Satish
Dewangan. He said that
‘Sun Sun Maya Ke Dhun’ is
a family film in which you

will get to listen melodious
songs and there is a tinge
of comedy everywhere
from beginning to end.
This is a film for people of
all classes and  ages in
which everyone will find
themselves a part of the
character of this film. On
the other hand all the
songs of the film have dif-
ferent tastes. The level of
comedy is also different.
And this film will appeal to

both Chhattisgarhi audi-
ence and Hindi speaking
audience. The story of the
film is totally on a new con-
cept in which the audience
will find themselves asso-
ciated with it. He said that
I am full confidence that
such a movie is coming for
the first time in
Chhattisgarh and will be
big box office hit. ‘Sun Sun
Maya Ke Dhun’ is a big
budget movie. There has
been a high level of work
done on songs, post pro-
duction, graphics design
and VFX which you will
come to know just by
watching the movie.
Gyanesh said that we have
selected the actors accord-
ing to the character of the
character and each and
every artist has played
their character very well.
We have also given chance
to some new and good
artists who have given
their 100% output.

‘Sun Sun Maya Ke Dhun’ to be released on Feb 17

Raipur, Feb 09: The
Institute Innovation Cell
(IIC) at IIT Bhilai and
MSME is organising an
Industry 4.0 workshop
under the
Entrepreneurship and
Skill Development
Training Programme of
MSME between
February 17-21, 2023. In
India, industry 4.0 is at a
nascent stage and in the
process of getting adopt-
ed. This training will be
beneficial to all the stake-
holders and make them
future-ready.

The workshop will give
theoretical and hands-on
training on the major
paradigms of Industry
4.0 such as Cyber-physi-
cal systems, the Internet
of things (IoT), Cloud

Computing, Big Data an-
alytics, AI/ML, and
Sensors and Actuators.
The participants will
gain both theoretical and
hands-on experience and
knowledge of the major
paradigms of industry
4.0. Eminent speakers
from the industry and ac-
ademia have been invited
to deliver lectures cou-
pled with hands-on labo-
ratory sessions. Notable
among these are practi-
tioners and experts from
Nokia Research,
NVIDIA, Bhilai Steel
Plant, as well as senior
professors from IIM
Raipur, IIIT Naya Raipur,
and IIT Bhilai. The regis-
tration is free and further
details are available on
the IIT Bhilai website.

IIT Bhilai is organising an
Industry 4.0 workshop

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Feb 09: Noted
Folk and Religious Singer
Dilip Kshadagi was chief
guest of the Cultural
evening being organized
under the aegis of Vaman
Rao Lakhe Higher
Secondary School and SP
English Medium Scheme
Hirapur here on
Thursday. Chairman of
Siksha  Pracharak Samiti

Ajay Tiwari presided
over the Cultural pro-
gramme. Enthusiastic
students performed
dance and song from
South, Punjab and other
regional themes.
Prominent among those
present were the
Principal of all the
Schools and Colleges
managed by the Samiti,
informs a press release
issued here.

Cultural event held at
Vaman Rao Lakhe Schools

RRaaiippuurr,,  FFeebb  0099:: National
Institute of Technology
Raipur’s Turing Club of
Programmers (TCP), The
Institute’s Official Coding Club
is going to host its highly antic-
ipated annual code event
CodeUtsava 6.0 from 11th to
12th February 2023. The coding
festival will be organized under
the expert guidance of Dr.
Pawan Mishra, Professor In-
charge, TCP. The event aims to
bring likeminded coders from
all over the nation together,
and foster coding culture
among the students of the
institute through its diverse
range of programs. Previously,
several interactive sessions on
innovative technologies like
blockchain, augmented reality
etc. were also organized under
Codeutsava 6.0 which had
speakers from MNCs like
Google, Microsoft, and Amazon
etc. The two-day long event
will witness the institute’s

annual “28 Hour Hackathon”
with participants from various
IITs, NITs, IIITs and many other
private colleges across the
country. The Day-1 of the fest
will consist of various activities
for code enthusiasts including
“Code Riddles”, “IT Quiz”, as
well as “Design a Logo” and e-
sports events like “Ultimate
Gaming” will also be held. The
fest will conclude on the Day 2
with the end of the 28 Hour
Hackathon and the final round
of Ultimate Gaming. The win-
ners of the hackathon will get
prizes worth 10 lakhs.

NIT Raipur to Organize
CodeUtsava 6.0

Raipur, Feb 09:

Srinivasan, the founder
and director of Celebrity
Cricket League, paid a
courtesy call on Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
at his residence office
here on Wednesday
evening. He invited the
Chief Minister to attend
the Celebrity Cricket
League to be organized in
Raipur on February 18
and 19 as the chief guest.
The Chief Minister
thanked him for the invi-
tation. Anand Bihari
Yadav, who accompanied
Srinivasan, said that
about 150 film artists will

participate in CCL and
matches will be held be-
tween the teams formed.
He informed that popular
film actors including
Sonu Sood, Manoj

Tiwari, Dinesh Lal Yadav,
Ritesh Deshmukh, Bobby
Deol, Sohail Khan,
Venkatesh and Kiccha
Sudeep will participate
in this league.

CCL director pays courtesy
call on CM Bhupesh Baghel
 Invites Chief Minister

to attend Celebrity
Cricket League

Raipur, Feb 09:

Mili Chugh and
Sanskriti Tayal would be
presenting their challenge
in the Under 19 Girls Single
and Double championship
for Chhattisgarh in the
Indian Pickleball Open
being organized at Goa.

Providing the above infor-
mation in a statement is-
sued here, the Secretary of
the Association Rupendra
Singh Chouhan said that
Shilpi Matreja and
Bhawna Chouhann would
be representing
Chhattisgarh in the 50
years plus championship.

SPORTS ROUND-UP

Mili-Sanskriti to represent
Chh’garh in Pickleball event

Niraj Kumar Bansod
appointed PS to

Ministry of Home
Affairs & Corporation

(Amit Shah)
Raipur, Feb 09:

IAS Niraj Bansod has
been appointed as
Private Secretary (PS) of
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah. An IAS of
2008 batch, this appoint-
ment of Niraj Kumar
Bansod has been cleared
by the Committee of
Cabinet. It is notable
here that IAS Niraj
Kumar Bansod went on
deputation to Centre last
year itself and was given
the responsibility of
Director in the Central
Secretariat. But he has
been given new and high-
er responsibility. Niraj
Kumar Bansod is now
Private Secretary to the
Ministry of Home
Affairs & Corporation
(Amit Shah).
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MAGHI PUNNI MELA

Rajim: The tableaux at Maghi Punni Mela in Rajim with presentation of students studying and Lord Shiva’s
marriage are attracting good crowd.

Jagdalpur, Feb 09: 

A conference was organ-
ized by the Minorities
Commission for the social,
economic and educational
development of the com-
munity in the auditorium
of Shaheed Gundadhur
Agriculture College,
Kumhrawand. Addressing
the gathering, in-charge
minister Kawasi Lakhma
said that the Chhattisgarh
government is always
ready to solve the prob-
lems of minority commu-
nities. Along with this,
this conference has been
organized to take the pub-
lic welfare schemes of the
government to the minori-
ty community. For this, the
Chairman of the
Commission Mahendra
Chhabra himself is camp-
ing in Bastar for the last
two days. He said that
Chhattisgarh government
believes in taking all class-
es and communities to-
gether and is continuously
working for the protection
and development of mi-
norities. He also talked
about taking the demand
of running hostels for mi-
nority community stu-
dents in Jagdalpur to
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel. Members of the
minority community who
have done excellent work

were also honored on the
occasion.

Commission Chairman
Mahendra Chhabra said
that protection of the in-
terests of the members of
the minority community
is the prime responsibility
of the Commission. He
also talked about taking
initiative to solve the prob-
lem related to grant of
‘Madrassas’. He talked
about the mandatory re-
quirement of bank pass-
book of the students for
the benefit of the scholar-
ship scheme. He said that
for this, instructions have
been given to the bank offi-
cials to make passbooks of

the students by going to
Gurudwara, Masjid,
Dadabadi, Buddh Vihar
etc. Parliamentary
Secretary Rekhchand Jain
said that the Chhattisgarh
government has made con-
tinuous efforts for the so-
cial, economic and educa-
tional development of the
minority community
along with respecting all
religions. Describing edu-
cation as very important
for the development of any
society, he said that pre-
matric and post-matric
scholarship is being pro-
vided by the Chhattisgarh
government for coopera-
tion in the education of

the students. Giving infor-
mation about schemes like
‘Nai Udaan’, ‘Padho
Pardesh’, ‘Nai Roshni’ etc.
of the government, he ap-
pealed to take advantage of
them.

Chairman of Indravati
Development Authority,
Rajeev Sharma talked
about organizing a confer-
ence for the social, eco-
nomic and educational de-
velopment of the minority
community for the first
time in Jagdalpur. He ex-
pressed gratitude to the
Commission for publish-
ing books based on public
welfare schemes run by
the government for the
welfare of the minority
community.

On this occasion, Mayor
Safira Sahu, Municipal
Corporation President
Kavita Sahu, Member of
Chhattisgarh Building
and Other Construction
Workers Board Balram
Maurya, CEO District
Panchayat Prakash Sarve,
Asst. Comm. In-charge of
Tribal Development
Department  Aastha
Rajput, DEO, People’s rep-
resentatives of minority
communities, including
Bharti Pradhan, represen-
tatives of Muslim,
Christian, Jain, Buddhist
and Sikh communities
were present.

Ch’garh to solve the problems
of minorities: Lakhma

Jagdalpur, Feb 09: 

National President of
Bharatiya Janata Party
JP Nadda will be arriving
in Bastar on Feb 11. BJP
has started preparations
for the arrival of the
National President in
Bastar. JP Nadda will also
address the gathering by
participating in various
programs in Jagdalpur.

BJP State General
Secretary Kedar Kashyap
held a meeting of party

leaders today and in-
quired about the prepara-
tions. He discussed about
the important stay of the
National President in
Bastar. The venue selec-
tion is being considered
for the meeting to be or-
ganized by National
President JP Nadda. BJP
State General Secretary
Kedar Kashyap inspected
the Lalbagh Maidan and
Railway Maidan on
Tuesday after the meeting
at the party office.

It has not yet been de-
cided at which place the
meeting of the BJP
National President will be
held. After discussion and
consideration with the
senior leaders of the state,
the selection of the venue
will be finalised. JP
Nadda’s stay in Bastar
has only one-day left.
Seeing this, the BJP or-
ganization has started
speeding up the prepara-
tions. Nadda’s stay in
Bastar is considered very
important from the politi-
cal point of view as as-
sembly elections are to be
held in the state later this
year.

BJP District President
Roop Singh Mandavi,
Shivnarayan Paday,
Sudhir Paday, Sridhar
Ojha, Ramashray Singh,
Rajneesh Panigrahi,
Vedprakash Paday, Alok
Awasthi, Suresh Gupta,
Aryaendra Singh Arya,
Brijesh Bhadauria, etc
were present in today’s
meeting.

BJP National President 
JP Nadda arriving on Feb 11

Kawardha, Feb 09:

The six-member dis-
trict-level committee
formed by the Collector
Janmejay Mohabe has
started inquiry into the
rape incident with a minor
in city’s Gurukul School.
The Committee formed
under chairmanship of
Upper Collector Indrajeet
Burman conducted in-
spection of the School
along with members of
the Committee on
Thursday. They held talks
with the Vice- Principal
Gurukul School, CCTV
footage monitoring in-
charge, vehicle drivers
and other employees about
the incident. The team of
officials also inspected the
entire sports ground and
School premises. Collector
Burman informed that
prima-facie there were lots
of lacunae found in the
system for the security
arrangements in the
School and added that this

investigation would con-
tinue for few more days.
He gave instructions to
open the School from to-
morrow as per the sched-
uled time.

It is notable here that
the Collector has formed a
six-member district-level
committee to hold investi-
gations into this sensa-
tional rape incident with a
four year old minor girl.
Collector has asked the
Committee to submit its
report within a week’s

time.
The members of the

committee under chair-
manship of Upper
Collector include- Addl. SP
Kabirdhaam Manisha
Thakur Rawate, Jt.
Director Monika Kodo,
DEO MK Gupta, District
Prog. Officer Women &
Child Development Deptt
Anand Tiwari, District
Transport officer Mohan
Lal Sahu, District Child
Protection Officer
Satyanarayan Rathore.

Committee members 
conduct inspection of School

Founds many lacunae in security arrangements

Jagdalpur, Feb 08: The
swearing-in ceremony of
JCI Jagdalpur City was
held today at a private
hotel in the city. On this oc-
casion, Inspector General
of Police Sundaraj P of
Bastar division was pres-
ent as the chief guest and
ZP Akash Sundarani of
the zone was present as
the special guest. This
year Vishal Dulhani was
sworn in as the president
and Nitin Khatri as the
secretary of the club.
Simultaneously, the oath
of office and secrecy was
also administered to the
Board of Directors by the
chief guest. This time,
Chapter Incharge Gautam
Parekh, Chapter Guide

Anil Maddi, Treasurer
Atul Jain, VP Growth
Prateek Chikhlikar,
Fitness Siddharth Kapoor,
Business Training
Amardeep Sodhi, Greater
Raghav Himani and
Gaurav Dodia as well as
Public Relations Nitesh
Singh Chauhan were
given to the Board of
Directors. Is. Chief guest
Sundarraj P congratulated
the new chairman and his
team. In his address, while
appreciating the various
works done by JCI Club in
the society, he asked to
make every possible effort
in the future. Club mem-
bers and prominent citi-
zens of the city were pres-
ent on the occasion.

Vishal Dulhani sworn-in as
President JCI Jagdalpur City

Nitin Khatri as the Secretary

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  FFeebb  0099::

Vedanta Aluminium, India’s
largest producer of alumini-
um, launches 12 mm
Aluminium Wire Rod for the
electrical industry at
International Aluminium
Conference (IAC) 2023. With a
production capacity of 560 kilo
tonnes, equipped with state-
of-the-art technologies of
Southwire (USA) and
Continuus-Properzi (Italy),
Vedanta Aluminium is the
largest producer of high-quali-
ty electrical conductor (EC)
grade wire rods which find
crucial applications in the
electrical industry, such as in
the form of wire and cables for
transmission & distribution
networks, coils & windings,
heating & cooling tube, and
more.

Vedanta’s 12 mm Wire Rods
are manufactured using the
state-of-the-art Properzi
Continuous Casting technolo-
gy at the company’s alumini-
um smelters in Jharsuguda
(Odisha) and BALCO
(Chhattisgarh). They can be

used by extrusion, drawing
and rolling industries for elec-
trical applications in trans-
formers, automobiles and
more. 12 mm wire rods are the
latest addition to Vedanta’s
top-of-the-line offerings in the
wire rod segment, which
include 7.6 mm, 9.5 mm and 15
mm EC-grade wire rods, alloy
wire rods (8xxx series) and flip
coils. 

With high-precision
automation built into its mills,
the wire rods produced by
Vedanta Aluminium offer
superior surface finish, cus-
tomised winding patterns and
flexibility in lubrication based
on customer requirements. 

Produced with 100% pri-
mary aluminium, Vedanta’s
wire rods offer unparalleled
metal purity and excellent
metal hygiene, making them
stand out amongst global
peers. Reviews of the 12 mm
wire rod in the Indian market
have been extremely encour-
aging, and the company is now
looking to expand to export
markets for this product.
Launching the product, Mr

Rahul Sharma, CEO –
Aluminium Business, Vedanta
Limited, said, “We are delight-
ed to launch the 12 mm Wire
Rods as our latest offering for
the electrical industry.  Access
to reliable and clean energy
will be crucial to the socio-
economic development of any
country and its people.
Aluminium is a critical raw
material for the electrical
industry, from generation to
last-mile delivery. 

With a robust portfolio of
offerings in the wire rods seg-
ment, Vedanta Aluminium has
long been a supplier of choice
for the electrical industry. Our
customers are at the heart of
all our products, our produc-
tion and our innovation. And
hence, we offer them a bundle
of advantages in the form of
360-degree holistic solutions
to support them at various
stages of their business aspi-
rations. The launch of the 12
mm Wire Rods stands testimo-
ny to the way we work with
customers to co-create cus-
tomized products for their cur-
rent and emerging needs.”

Aluminium being a dynamic
and rapidly evolving industry
with potential for greater
applications in a sustainabili-
ty-conscious world, Vedanta
Aluminium is also focusing its
efforts on building a Centre of
Excellence in aluminium. The
Centre of Excellence brings
together R&D, innovation,
operations, marketing and
global technical expertise to
invent the next big thing in
aluminium. Vedanta
Aluminium is constantly aug-
menting its value-added prod-
uct portfolio by introducing
application-based products to
give customers an unmatched
competitive advantage and is
constantly leveraging next-
generation technologies to
boost its manufacturing excel-
lence.

Recently, the company
announced plans for the
Vedanta Aluminium Park,
which will come up near its
Jharsuguda smelter. Here
companies from various indus-
tries, including the electrical
segment, can set up their
manufacturing units, draw
high quality hot metal/liquid
aluminium just in time, to
manufacture their products. 

Companies in the
Aluminium Park also have
access to Vedanta’s Centre of
Excellence, ecosystem of
startups and global experts,
and a plethora of other advan-
tages.  IF

Vedanta Aluminium launches 12mm Aluminium Wire Rod 
 For the Electrical

Industry
 Product showcased

and launched at the
International
Aluminium Conference
2023 in Odisha

Raipur, Feb 09: 

The Seer from
Govardhanmath Puri
Shankaracharya Swamy
Nischalanand Saraswatiji
Maharaj was accorded
warm welcome on his ar-
rival at Gram Ranvirpur
here on Thursday. He
reached here from
Jagdalpur to Jamunia
Bhata Ground, Ranvirpur
Silhati Road by the resi-
dents of Kabirdhaam dis-
trict showering flower
petals. Around 5000
woman took out ‘Kalash
Yatra’ and made his re-
sounding welcome a mem-
orable moment. It is after
around 7 yrs that
Shankaracharyaji arrived

here in Kabirdhaam and
due to which thousands of
religious persons and
devotees welcomed him
with renewed energy.

It is notable here that
Shakaracharya Swamy
Nischalananad Saraswati
is on three-day visit to
Gram Ranvirpur from Feb
9-11. Under this he arrived
in Gram Ranvirpur at 3:00
pm and was welcomed
with women taking out
‘Kalash Yatra’ and pres-
ence of thousands of devo-
tees and religious follow-
ers. Shankaracharya will
hold ‘Sunderkand Paath’
on Feb 10 at 11:30 am at
School Ground, Bazar
Chowk, Ranvirpur and
then addressed the ‘dharm

Sabha’ and englightened
the religious gathering.
After this at 5:00 pm he
will hold a press confer-
ence and on Feb 11 from
11:30 am to 1:00 pm, he
would hold ‘Satsang
Sanghothi’ and ‘Diksha’
progarmme at Ranvirpur.
After this he will proceed
to capital city Raipur. The
organiser and members of
the programme viz.
‘ A d i t y a v a h i n i -
Anandvahini’ has held
scores of meeting with the
villagers for his arrival
and grand welcome and it
was the outcome of which
thousands of devotees
thronged the venue from
different parts of
Kabirdhaam and nearby

villages for his welcome.
Organiser of the pro-

gramme Bhawan Bohara
informed that it is an hon-
our for all that
Shankaracharya Swamy
Nischalanand Saraswatiji
arrived here in Gram
Ranvirpur and there was
lot of enthusiasm among
the villagers and religious
followers from entire dis-
trict for last one month
and it was very much visi-
ble on their faces when
they saw him face-to-face.
To make
Shankaracharya’s arrival
historic, we got full sup-
port from villagers and re-
ligious followers of the vil-
lage and for which she ex-
pressed her gratitude.

Shankaracharya Swamy Nischalanand
accorded warm welcome

Around 5000 women take out ‘Kalash Yatra’ in Gram Ranvirpur
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Jagdalpur, Feb 09: Under
the joint aegis of Bastar
District Administration,
UNICEF Chhattisgarh and
Yuvodaya Bastar, a work-
shop was organized under
the 'Hum Honge Kamyab'
campaign for better exami-
nation results of the stu-
dents. In which Collector
Chandan Kumar shared
many things in relation to
the campaign 'Hum Honge
Kamyab', conducted with
the aim of removing fear
and tension before the up-
coming board exams,
among the students.

The Collector said that
there are two types of
stress, one is 'U' stress and
the other is distress. 'U'
stress is good. Just like a
runner stays under stress
before running and be-
comes successful, whereas,
Distress fills a person with
negativity, which is not
good. This situation comes

when our pre-exam prepa-
ration is not disciplined.

Speaking on the man-
agement inside the exami-
nation hall, he said that it
is mandatory to do two
things. First, read the
question paper for 15 min-
utes under time manage-
ment. Whichever question
is easier for you, solve it
first, answer as many ques-
tions as asked, etc.

Second content manage-
ment, in which you have to
write content according to

the question, like if you
want to explain a question
with a picture, instead of
writing unnecessary con-
tent, write only the main
points.

He guided the questions
of many students during
the program. In response
to a question, he said that
if 8 hours of sleep is cut
from 24 hours, then regu-
lar 5 hours of study in the
remaining 16 hours can
make you topper in any
kind of examination.

Speaking on one such
question that how to live
up to the expectations of
the parents, he said that
first you live up to your ex-
pectations, the parents will
be happy.

Manish Singh Tomar,
State Nodal in charge of
Alliance for Behavior
Change (a community plat-
form driven by technical
support and guidance of
UNICEF), prefaced the pro-
gram. The technical man-
agement of this program
being held online was done
by Collector Office Officer
Rakesh Bhatt.

The entire campaign
was directed and guided by
Yuvodaya Bastar District
Coordinator Bholaram
Shandilya and concluded
by expressing gratitude. In
this workshop, teachers of
that school along with
thousands of school stu-
dents from all development
blocks of Bastar district
participated.

Central Chronicle News

FFiinnggeesshhwwaarr,,  FFeebb--0099::  Former district
panchayat president Shweta
Sharma, a woman leader of BJP,
while praising the general budget
presented by Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman in the country's
parliament, has described it as a
budget to provide jobs to the unem-
ployed and curb inflation. This budg-
et is a budget dedicated to villages,
poor and farmers, this budget is a
budget to provide a new direction to
the development of the country.
Sharma has thanked the country's
successful Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and the Government of India
for this development-oriented budg-

et and said that in this general
budget of the Government of
India, a clear glimpse of the cre-
ation of a new India is visible. She
said that while the Government of
India has further extended the free
food grain scheme for 1 year to 80

crore people of the country, on the
other hand, a tight provision of 2
lakh crores has been kept for
Antyodaya Yojana. Digital training
for farmers, promotion of natural
farming, construction of Eklavya
Vidyalaya for the brothers of the

tribal community, while a provision
of 79 thousand crore rupees has
been kept for the poor families of
the country under the Prime
Minister's Housing so that the Prime
Minister's housing can be built for
the poor families, she said. 
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Bhond, Feb 09: Bastar
MLA Lakheshwar Baghel
inaugurated Jagriti
Aajeevika Sankul Office in
Gram Panchayat Bajavand
under Bastar assembly
constituency.

The MLA gave direction
on animal service by giv-
ing vaccine box and said
that doing animal service
is no less than human reli-
gion. He also said that the
state government has done
concrete work to protect
the rights of women, their
education, health, self-re-
liance and self-respect.

Discussing in detail the
work being done in these
areas, he said that women
with the participation of
Shakti, a new economic

revolution will be born in
Chhattisgarh by combin-
ing small schemes, small
capital and a little entre-

preneurship and this eco-
nomic revolution will be-
come a sustainable model
of development and earn

fame all over the world for
women in forests and rural
areas. A large number of
women are becoming self-

reliant by the schemes
started for self-reliance, he
said. Schemes like
Mukhyamantri Suposhan
Abhiyan, Dai-Didi Mobile
Clinic, Mukhyamantri
Haat-Bazar Clinic Yojana,
Mukhyamantri Urban
Slum Health Scheme,
Sanjeevani Express, 102
Mahtari Express have
been started for women's
health and nutrition,
he added.

Sarpanch Union
President Aytu Ram,
Bharti Bhanwarlal Bharti,
Shivram Bisai, Ratan
Kashyap, Narayan Baghel,
Madhu Nishad, Mohan
Jhali, Domu Ram Bharti,
Shobharam, Dhaniram,
Dayaram Pujari, Ramesh
Padhi, Niran Pujari and all
the workers were present.

DJ’s causing noise pollution in city
Central Chronicle News

Mungeli, Feb 09: DJ's and
other musical instruments
being played at loud deci-
bels are causing noise pol-
lution in the city and stu-
dents are getting disturbed
due to the high speed sound
of discos fitted in many ve-
hicles along with the cars
on the streets of the city till
late night.

At the same time it has
become difficult for people
to sleep at night, because
inside the city, late night pa-
trollers in other vehicles,
including cars and motor-
cycles running on the
roads, openly play the dis-
cos installed in their vehi-
cles in such a loud voice
that the attention of the

children studying gets dis-
tracted.

Though the use of DJ
has been banned by the
High Court, and the use of
other sound devices is pro-
hibited after 10 pm, people

choose to exploit the rule.
With Chhattisgarh
Education Board having
declared the time cycle of
annual examinations, and
the DJ's have become a con-
tinues menace.

Parents have demanded
the ban on the instruments
and have asked the govern-
ment to take action and the
action they demanded
should be permanent and
not temporary  

Demand for bypass as heavy 
cargo vehicle takes life

Central Chronicle News

Dalli Rajhara, Feb 09:
As large speedy vehicle
are ferrying ore on the
streets of Iron Ore City,
the heavy cargo vehicle
took another life. As per
information pillion riders
with two-wheeler number
CG24M7003 was hit by
truck number
CG07BM1274 near Mathur
Cineplex.

In the accident, bike
rider Ward 05, 256 Chowk,
resident of mines, con-
tract worker Rajendra Das
father Santu Das age 26
years, died on the spot

while his wife Mrs. Sonti
age 26 years is still under-
going treatment in critical
condition.

A demand of cabinet
minister's assembly is
pending for a long time
and MLA of
Daundilohara Assembly,
who is also the Minister of
Women Child
Development and Labor
Welfare in Chhattisgarh
Government, the main de-
mands of the public are
pending till last day, which
includes bypass road,
Kendriya Vidyalaya, 100
bed hospital or water con-
servation scheme.

Due to the work of iron
ore mining in Dalli-
Rajhara being done by
BSP, the passing of big ve-
hicles through the main
roads and transportation
of big vehicles coming
from raw material
through this route has be-
come a headache for the
people.

At any point of time,
people remain apprehen-
sive of an accident, and to
get rid of it, there have
been demands for the con-
struction of a bypass road
for a long time.

With the aim of reduc-
ing accidents by the traffic

department, a rule as been
made for the transport of
large vehicles after 9 pm,
but due to lack of proper
guidelines and patrolling,
from 8 o'clock, large vehi-
cles start passing through
the main roads of the city.

Annual Fest organized in
Govt High School Ilda
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Kharora, Feb 09: Annual
festival was organized
under the joint auspices of
Government High School
and Middle School Ilda, in
which the children partici-
pated very enthusiastical-
ly. The program was start-
ed with the worship of
Maa Saraswati, after
which the guest was wel-
comed, after which the
children gave their cultur-
al presentation, in which
various attractive pro-
grams were presented by
the children.

Children presented
dances like Panthi dance,
Karma dance, Perennial
dance, Raut Nacha, Sua
dance, Garba dance in the
cultural programme. The
Chief Guest of the pro-
gram was Mrs. Anita
Yogendra Sharma (MLA,
Dharsiwa), President
Dulesh Kumar Gilhare,
Sarpanch Gram Panchayat
Ilda and distinguished

guest were Awadhesh
Sharma, Bhagatram Sahu,
Charan Sahu, Darbari
Sahu, Rajau Ram Dhivar
Ravindra Bablu Bhatia
(Former State General
Secretary Youth
Congress), Pannalal
Dewangan (Vice President,
Nagar Panchayat,
Kharora). The principal of
the organization Chandni
Yaduvanshi and the head
of the middle school, Lalit
Sharma, Manju Avasar

and the chairman of the
school development com-
mittee, Dhanesh Sahu,
Vice-president Shashi
Sahu, Khaman,
Hemshankar Mirza, and
all foster members and dig-
nitaries of the villages,
Khilesh Sahu, Bhikham
Kanoje, Kunju Sahu and
all the villagers were pres-
ent in large numbers. The
program was successfully
conducted by teacher
Jitendra Verma.

Rajim Dham illuminated by the
grandeur of Mahanadi Mahaarti

Central Chronicle News

Rajim, Feb 09: In the
Rajim Maghi Punni Mela,
the entire Rajim Dham is
being illuminated by the
grandeur and divinity of
the Mahanadi
Mahaarti,which is per-
formed every day from 6
pm to 7 pm. Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
experienced supernatural
joy by performing
Mahanadi Maha Aarti on
the inauguration day and
on the occasion wished for
prosperity, happiness,
peace and prosperity of
Chhattisgarh from Mother
Ganga.

It should be noted that
for the third consecutive
year, the operation and re-
sponsibility of the
Mahanadi Aarti has been
handed over to the Triveni
Ganga Maha Aarti local
Vipra Samiti by the gov-
ernment. President of
Vipra Samiti and Aarti in-

charge Pt. Ram Sharma
has urged all the public
Janardan, to do welfare of
self, family, society and
dear friends by participat-

ing in Maha Aarti in maxi-
mum number.

Elaborating on the im-
portance of Aarti, Aarti
director Dr. Santosh

Sharma said that Pari,
Sodhur and Mahanadi are
not only rivers, but it is a
holy confluence of reli-
gion, spirituality and 
culture.

Since time immemorial,
devotees have been doing
themselves gratitude by
taking a dip in the
Mahanadi. Purushottam
Mishra and his team are
increasing the divinity of
Mahaarti even more by
making wonderful Sur
Sarita flow.

Local teachers
Kanhaiya Tiwari, Vijay
Sharma, Devendra Dubey,
Santosh Mishra,
Madanmohan, Bhupendra
Pandey, Padum Pandey,
Rishi Tiwari, Sanjay
Mishra, Sanskar Mishra,
Suraj Sharma,
Bramhkumar Narayan
Bhai, Bramhkumari
Pushpa Behan, and a large
number of devotees were
especially present in the
Mahaarti of the third day.
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DCPC meeting
concludes

KKoorrbbaa,,  FFeebb  0099::  A meeting of
District Child Protection
Committee (DCPC) Korba was
organized to prevent the in-
creasing drug addiction among
children and to save them from
the side effects of drugs,in
which it was decided to work in
coordination with various de-
partments.  

The meeting of District Child
Protection Committee was or-
ganized under the chairman-
ship of Additional Collector,
under District Program Officer,
Women and Child Development
Department, and keeping in
view the care and protection of
the children, the officers of all
the concerned departments
were directed to take neces-
sary action as per rules and
prevent drug addiction among
the children.  

The Excise and Food and Drug
Control Department were given
instructions to issue notice to
liquor shop institutions and med-
ical shops operating in the dis-
trict regarding not providing any
kind of intoxicants, cigarettes,
alcohol, and tobacco to minor
children. The Labor Department
was directed to take timely ac-
tion for the prevention of child
labor and bonded labor cases in
the district.  

What officer says
Necessary guidelines

will be given to improve
the traffic system and es-
tablish harmony with the
public -Harish Singh
Rathore, District
Additional Superintendent
of Police Balod.

Ch’garhi folk culture is a 
bottomless ocean: Mamta 

Central Chronicle News

Rajim, Feb 09: The stage
of Rajim Maghi Punni
Mela has its own dignity
and it is certainly a nation-
al forum, and on the sec-
ond day of Maghi Punni
Mela, Swar Kokila
Padmashree Mamta
Chandrakar said these
things.

While discussing with
the journalists at the
Media Center, she said
that since childhood, she
had been interested in
singing and has received
art as a gift from her fami-
ly as all the family mem-
bers were involved in art.

In the initial phase, she
used to pay more attention

to the songs of Hindi films,
but as soon as she got a
chance to understand the
Chhattisgarhi folk culture,
it was a bottomless ocean,
she said.

In 1974, she presented on
the edge of Arpa Parry

and its tune was composed
by Gopal Das Vaishnav
and written by Narendra
Dev Varma. Mrs.
Chandrakar further said
that the artists of today
are in a hurry, while art is
a spiritual practice, a lot of
hard work has to be done
for it.

Chandrakar also re-
membered her old days in
the field of art and said
that even today she prac-
tices daily. Fond of copy-
ing new things since child-
hood, Chandrakar also
loves Chhattisgarhi
cuisines. Shrikant Sahu,
Yuvraj Sahu, Roshan
Sahu, Santosh Kumar
Sonkar, Prakash Verma
and others were present.

Mamta Chandrakar

Jagriti Aajeevika Sankul Office inaugurated

Budget of central govt to provide employment: Sharma

ShwetaSharma

Collector gives guidance to 
students for exam preparation



AWARENESS PROG

Employees of India Post during a programme to create awareness about the importance of millets in diet, during
the International Year of Millets 2023, in Mumbai, Thursday.

B’DAY CELEBRATION

Maharashtra CM Eknath Shinde cuts a cake to celebrate his birthday, in Thane, Thursday.
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Suicide 
 Kota: A 17-year-old

NEET aspirant com-
mitted suicide by
jumping from the 10th
floor of a multi-story
building in the
Kunhari area here, po-
lice said on Thursday.
The teen jumped from
the 10th floor of her
building at around 7
pm on Wednesday and
was killed on the spot,
they said.

Arrested 
 Dehradun: Two more

fake Ayurveda practi-
tioners were arrested
in connection with the
ongoing SIT probe into
a fake Bachelor of
Ayurveda Medicine
and Surgery (BAMS)
degree racket, police
said on Thursday. A
total of 14 arrests have
been made in the case
now, they added.
Ashfaq Ahmad (39)
and Jyoti Kumari (38)
were arrested on
Wednesday for buying
fake degrees from the
arrested mastermind
of the racket       Imlakh
Khan, Dehradun
Senior Superintendent
of Police Daleep Singh
Kunwar said.

Ban
 Kozhikode: The

National Institute of
Technology-Calicut
(NITC) has issued a
communication to the
students informing
them about banning
public display of affec-
tion inside its campus,
saying that it can af-
fect others in a num-
ber of ways. In en-
larged bold letters, the
e-mail communica-
tion sent by the dean
(students’ welfare)
also warned the stu-
dents that any viola-
tion of its disciplinary
policies would result
in disciplinary action.

Shortage 
 Mumbai: Crew short-

age is impacting the
operations of Air
India, with some
flights to the US and
Canada either getting
cancelled or facing in-
ordinate delays, ac-
cording to a source.
Tata group-owned Air
India, which is the
only air operator fly-
ing on ultra-long haul
routes, had faced prob-
lems last year also due
to the shortage of
crew members.

Encounter 
 Tinsukia:An insurgent

belonging to the banned
United Liberation Front
of Asom (Independent)
outfit was killed in an
encounter with security
forces in Assam’s
Tinsukia district on
Thursday, police
said. Tinsukia
Superintendent of
Police Gaurav Abhijit
Dilip said that a tip-off
was received about
seven to nine ULFA(I)
militants, led by Uday
Asom and Mrigankha
Asom, taking shelter in
Margherita and
Lekhapani areas for the
last 8-10 days.

MPs of AAP and BRS raise
slogans during a protest

demanding joint 
parliamentary committee

(JPC) probe into Adani row
following Hindenburg’s
report during Budget

Session of Parliament, in
New Delhi, Thursday.

Patna, Feb 09 (PTI):

Union minister
Pashupati Kumar Paras
on Thursday asserted that
the rebellion of JD(U)
leader Upendra Kushwaha
will “benefit the BJP-led
NDA” in Bihar which has
been lying low since being
stripped of power in the
state last year. Paras was
responding to queries
from journalists about the
current political situation
in the state where the NDA
which includes his
Rashtriya Lok Janshakti
Party, is supported by a
rival group headed by his
nephew Chirag, and is
pitted against the seven-
party ruling
“Mahagathbandhan”.
“The NDA will win all the
40 Lok Sabha seats in the
general elections next
year. You can take it from
me. There is no counter to
the charisma and popular-
ity of Prime Minister

Narendra Modi, while the
Mahagathbandhan is in
disarray as evident from
the notes of discord struck
by Kushwaha,” Paras said.
Replying to a query, he
said, “Kushwaha’s revolt
will definitely benefit the
BJP and its allies in
Bihar”, However, he be-
came guarded when asked
whether Kushwaha, a for-
mer Union minister who
had served in Modi’s first
administration, will be
welcomed into the NDA.

“Let him (Kushwaha)
make the move. A decision
will be taken at that time”,
said Paras, who repre-
sents Hajipur Lok Sabha
seat, a pocket borough of
his late brother Ram Vilas
Paswan. Leader of the op-
position in Bihar legisla-
tive council Samrat
Chaudhary, widely re-
garded as the BJP’s
Kushwaha community
face, was similarly guard-
ed when his response was
sought. “The party can
consider all those who had
been involved in the fight
against Lalu Prasad from
1990 to 2005,” Chaudhary
told PTI.

Kushwaha had served
as the Leader of the oppo-
sition in the state assem-
bly from 2004 to 2005, a job
for which the then first-
term MLA was hand-
picked by Nitish Kumar,
the de facto leader who
would become the chief
minister a year later.

‘Kushwaha’s revolt to
benefit NDA in Bihar’

Pashupati Kumar Paras

New Delhi, Feb 09 (PTI):

Rural Development
and Panchayati Raj
Minister Giriraj Singh
on Thursday launched
the Mission Antyodaya
Survey 2022-23 to assess
the outcome of various
development schemes in
rural areas.

Singh also launched a
portal and a mobile ap-
plication linked to the
survey.

The Department of
Rural Development has
been conducting the
Mission Antyodaya
Survey across all gram
panchayats in the coun-
try since 2017-18 to meas-
ure the outcomes
through convergence of
various schemes.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Singh said the sur-
vey will prove to be the

lifeline of development
in India. “For central
and state governments,
ground data is impor-
tant to formulate
schemes. This survey
will provide that impor-
tant data,” he said, and
urged state governments
and panchayats to en-
sure that the survey is
completed in time.

The survey aims to
lend support to the
process of participatory
planning for the Gram
Panchayat Development
Plan (GPDP) which will
improve service deliv-
ery, enhance citizenship,
create pace for an al-
liance of people’s insti-
tutions and groups, and
improve governance at
the local level, according
to an official statement.

The preparation of
GPDPs is a comprehen-

sive exercise that uses
both primary and sec-
ondary data for prepar-
ing the final plan docu-
ment for any panchayat.
Mission Antyodaya
Survey presents second-
ary data to carry out gap
analysis. The data will

also serve as a key input
in the preparation of
block and district plans.

The village-wise sur-
vey is expected to be
conducted over a period
of one month involving
community resource
persons (CRPs). The sur-
vey is being conducted
to collect village-level
data on 183 indicators
under 216 data points of
21 sectors. The survey
questions have been cat-
egorised into five stra-
tums panchayat infra-
structure, panchayat
services, village infra-
structure, village servic-
es, and village practices.

According to offi-
cials, 26 central govern-
ment ministries and de-
partments have been
consulted for finalisa-
tion of the question-
naire. The question-

naire has been translat-
ed in 13 regional lan-
guages.

The ministry, in con-
sultation with the NIC-
DRD, has developed the
android mobile applica-
tion with geo-tag fea-
ture for 36 assets in vil-
lages. It has also set up
an in-house help desk
for smooth resolution
of queries related to
the questionnaire and
mobile application,
they said.

Minister of State for
Rural Development
Sadhvi Niranjan Jyoti
and Minister of State
for Panchayati Raj
Kapil Moreshwar Patil
were also present,
while Minister of State
for Rural Development
Faggan Singh Kulaste
joined the event virtu-
ally.

Giriraj Singh launches Mission Antyodaya Survey
Ghaziabad (UP), Feb 09
(PTI): The forest depart-
ment has taken the leop-
ard that had strayed into
the district court complex
and attacked 10 people to
the Shivalik forests in
Saharanpur district where
it will be freed in the wild,
officials said on Thursday.

“The department has
sought permission from
the chief wildlife warden
of Lucknow to release the
wild cat,” Divisional
Forest Officer (DFO)
Manish Singh told PTI.

He said it is difficult to
ascertain where the ani-
mal strayed from because
there is no identified forest
area in Ghaziabad. “We
are trying to trace the
route taken by the leopard
by following its footprints.
The animal must have
strayed from the forests of

Garh Mukteshwar, ap-
proximately 70 kilometres
away,” he added.

The animal attacked
and injured 10 people at
the district court complex
on Wednesday, triggering
panic and a four-hour op-
eration by police and the
forest department to catch
it. It was ultimately tran-
quilised and taken away.

This is not the first time
a wild animal strayed near
human habitation in the
district. In November 2021,
a leopard was seen roam-
ing in the posh Raj Nagar
colony, which is next to the
district court.

In January this year, a
leopard was killed after
being hit by a speeding ve-
hicle on the Delhi Meerut
Expressway near
Kalcheena village of the
district.

Leopard rescued from court 
complex taken to Shivalik forest

Dehradun, Feb 09 (PTI):

Uttarakhand Chief
Minister Pushkar Singh
Dhami on Thursday ap-
pealed to the youth not to
let themselves be misled
by anyone saying efforts
are on to ensure that re-
cruitment examinations
are held in the state in a
transparent way.

“We are soon going to
bring the strictest anti-
coyping law in the country.
It will be ensured that use
of unfair means in recruit-
ment examinations stops
completely and they are
held in a transparent man-
ner. We will see to it that
no injustice is done to the
youth,” Dhami said.

Unemployed youths had
staged a dharna and
demonstration here on
Wednesday demanding a

CBI probe into irregulari-
ties in different recruit-
ment examinations held
by the Uttarakhand Public
Service Commission.

“Our government is
making decisions in
favour of the youth. We
have granted reservation
to our sisters and daugh-
ters in government jobs.

Everyone’s interest will be
protected. My request to
the youth is that they
should not allow them-
selves to be misled by any-
one,” he said. The state
government has got irreg-
ularities in recruitment
examinations thoroughly
probed and the guilty have
been sent behind bars, the
chief minister said.

“Unlike the previous
government, we have not
covered up the recruit-
ment scams. We have had
them probed and sent the
guilty to jail,” he said.
Earlier in the day, the BJP
also asked the youth of the
state not to worry about
their future saying it is se-
cure in the hands of Chief
Minister Pushkar Singh
Dhami who is “taking
steps to root out corrup-
tion”.

‘Bringing anti-copying law soon’
Youths shouldn’t let themselves be misled

Pushkar Singh Dhami

Shillong, Feb 09 (PTI):

The Congress in
Meghalaya on Thursday
promised monthly assis-
tance of Rs 3,000 to single
BPL mothers and a job each
to every household if the
party comes to power in the
northeastern state in the
February 27 election. These
are two of the five commit-
ments of the party to make
Meghalaya a 5-star’ state,
the Congress said here. The
party also pledged to make
the state free from three
other problems - corrup-
tion, power-cut and drug
abuse. “If the Congress
forms the government, it
will transfer Rs 3,000 per
month to single BPL moth-
ers raising their children
alone. This will empower

women giving them finan-
cial independence and help-
ing them run their houses
in a better way. This trans-
lates to Rs 36,000 a year
which is a substantial
amount,” state Congress
president Vincent H Pala
said at the launch of the
campaign with 5-star
Commitment’.

Single mothers face plen-
ty of problems. As a large
number of them have little
or no education, it is diffi-
cult for them to get decent
jobs in the state. The rate of
child marriage and teenage
pregnancy is also high in
Meghalaya. “Lack of decent
employment opportunities
in the state has fuelled the
desperation amongst our
youngsters and they are
compelled to migrate to far-

flung cities such as New
Delhi, Mumbai and Kolkata
to make both ends meet.
Our second commitment is
to provide one job to deserv-
ing candidates from every
household in Meghalaya,”
Pala said. The Congress
also asserted that the party
would bring in a trans-
parency law to make it cor-
ruption-free.

“The Congress govern-
ment brought the Right to
Information Act to empow-
er common citizens but the
(Narendra) Modi govern-
ment at the Centre and the
NPP regime in the state di-
luted the law step by step
and ultimately left it incon-
sequential,” said Manish
Chatrath, AICC General
Secretary in charge of
Meghalaya.

5-STAR COMMITMENT

Meghalaya Cong promises aid to 
single mothers, job for each household

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  FFeebb  0099  ((PPTTII))::

The Delhi Classical Music
Festival will make its return
to the national capital, start-
ing Friday, after a three-year
Covid-induced hiatus. The
music gala — organised by
the Department of Art,
Culture and Languages,
Government of Delhi and
Sahitya Kala Parishad — will
see performances by stal-
warts of Indian classical
music, including sarod play-
ers Amaan and Ayaan Ali
Bangash, flautist Pandit Ronu
Majumdar and renowned
vocalist Sumitra Guha. The
three-day-long festival will be
inaugurated by Deputy Chief
Minister of Delhi Manish
Sisodia tomorrow at Kamani
Auditorium here.“I am

delighted that the Delhi
Classical Music festival is
back after the few years
break and it is being held at
such a grand scale. Music
holds the power to transform
our minds, to help us find
peace and forget the stress of
everyday life. I am sure that
the people of Delhi will enjoy
listening to some of the
greatest artists of our times,”
said Sisodia in a statement.

The festival will open with
a performance by Padma Shri
awardee Guha, known for her
expertise in the Carnatic and
Hindustani schools of classi-
cal music, followed by a melo-
dious flute composition by
ace flautist Majumdar and
sitar-sarod jugalbandi by
Mohan Brothers — Lakshay
Mohan and Aayush Mohan.

Delhi Classical Music
Festival returns to capital 

After three years
Jaipur, Feb 09 (PTI):

A volunteer organisation
has sought Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot’s in-
tervention for the rehabili-
tation of two elephants
used for tourist rides at
Amber Fort, near Jaipur.
Video footage shows one of
the elephants, Malti, repeti-
tively swaying and bobbing
its head, which are signs of
severe psychological dis-
tress in captive elephants,
said Khushboo Gupta,
Director of Advocacy
Projects, PETA India.
“Veterinary opinion con-
firms the elephant is suffer-
ing psychologically. There
is a need to rehabilitate the
animal and shift it to an ele-
phant care center. Malti is
used for tourist rides at

Amber Fort despite having
a history of running amok
and fighting with another
elephant,” Gupta said at a
press conference here.
“PETA India has sent a let-
ter to Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot,
urging him to ensure the
rescue and rehabilitation of
elephants Malti and Gouri.
Gouri recently lashed out
and attacked a shopkeeper
in Amber, leading to his
hospitalisation,” she added.
She said that using such ele-
phants for rides poses a risk
to the lives of tourists.
When contacted, an official
of the state archaeology de-
partment said only those
elephants which are found
fit by the forest department
are used for the ride at the
Amber Fort.

PETA writes to Raj CM 
to rehabilitate two Amber

Fort elephants
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Islamabad, Feb 09 (PTI):

The cash-strapped
Pakistan government’s
talks with the IMF to se-
cure a bailout package to
avert a nearing sovereign
default hit a snag as the
two sides remained short
of concluding external fi-
nancing estimates and
precise domestic fiscal
measures, according to a
media report on Thursday.

A clear roadmap on ex-
ternal financing and do-
mestic budgetary steps,
coupled with substantial
energy cost adjustments,
should have led to sharing
of a draft Memorandum of
Economic and Fiscal
Policies (MEFP) by the vis-
iting International
Monetary Fund (IMF) mis-
sion with the authorities
at least a day before sched-

uled conclusion of talks
on February 9, reported
the Dawn newspaper.

“As of Wednesday night,
we have not received the
draft MEFP,” said a senior
government official,
adding Fund’s “reserva-
tions on final plan of ac-
tion both in terms of fiscal
measures and external
funding sources were still
there”. Pakistan entered a
USD 6 billion
International Monetary
Fund (IMF) programme
during Imran Khan’s gov-
ernment in 2019, which
was increased to USD 7 bil-
lion last year.

The programme’s ninth
review is currently pend-
ing with talks being held
between IMF officials and
the government for the re-
lease of USD 1.18 billion.

However, Minister of

State for Finance and
Revenue Aisha Ghaus
Pasha said: “We are very
close to the finalisation.”

She said the MEFP
would be handed over to
Pakistan by the IMF once
all issues are finally set-
tled. She said a lot of
things had been settled
and they required clarity
on some of them that the
government team was try-
ing to address.

In a written statement,
the Finance Ministry said
the talks with the IMF con-
tinued on Wednesday and
“focused on fiscal table, fi-
nancing, etc. There is a
broad consensus on the re-
form actions and meas-
ures”. It added the mission
chief also called on the fi-
nance minister and
briefed him about the
talks. “The mission is

working on putting it all
together and will finalise
the MEFP,” said the fi-
nance secretary, who de-
clined to comment on
whether the scheduled
talks would be extended to
achieve a staff-level agree-
ment. Sources said the
IMF had agreed to relax
fiscal plan to the extent of
about Rs 500 billion spend-
ing on flood recovery, leav-
ing about Rs600 billion
worth of deficit in pri-
mary balance to be met
through expenditure cuts
and additional taxation
measures. The Fund was,
however, still not confident
about external financing
commitments, particular-
ly from the friendly coun-
tries - Saudi Arabia, the
UAE and China - besides
some other multilateral
funding.

Pakistan’s talks with IMF over
bailout package hit a snag

INDIAN MEDICAL TEAM IN TURKEY

Medical treatment being given to the people of earthquake-hit Turkey at the Indian Army’s field hospital, at
Iskenderun in Hatay province. 

Brussels, Feb 09 (AP):

Ukrainian President
Volodymr Zelenskyy on
Thursday addressed the
European Parliament as
he seeks more military
aid, saying Ukraine and
the European Union are
fighting together against
Russia in his words “the
most anti-European force”
in the world.

Zelenskyy received
standing ovations before,
during and after his
speech to European law-
makers. He held up an EU
flag after his address and
the entire legislature stood
in sombre silence as the
Ukrainian national an-
them and then European
anthem “Ode to Joy” were
played.

“Europe will always be,
and remain Europe as
long as we are together
and as long as we take care
of our Europe, as we take
care of the European way

of life,” he said.
Zelenskyy added that

Russia wants to destroy
the European way of life,
but “we will not allow
that.”

Before Zelenskyy spoke,
European Parliament
President Roberta Metsola
said allies should consider
“quickly, as a next step,

providing long range sys-
tems” and fighter jets to
Ukraine. Metsola said the
response to Russian
President Vladimir
Putin’s war against
Ukraine “must be propor-
tional to the threat, and
the threat is existential.”

Zelenskyy’s high-profile
pursuit of more Western

military aid came as evi-
dence mounted that
Russia’s anticipated offen-
sive around the anniver-
sary of the invasion is
starting to take shape.

The Kremlin’s forces
“have regained the initia-
tive in Ukraine and have
begun their next major of-
fensive” in the eastern
Luhansk region, most of
which is occupied by
Russia, the Institute for
the Study of War, said in
its latest assessment.

“Russian forces are
gradually beginning an of-
fensive, but its success is
not inherent or predeter-
mined,” the US-based
think tank said.

Zelenskyy is wrapping
up a whirlwind tour of his
major European backers,
already heading home
with heaps of goodwill,
promises of more military
aid and, as hardware goes,
France’s highest medal of
honour.

Seoul, Feb 09 (AP):

North Korean leader
Kim Jong Un and his
young daughter took cen-
ter stage at a huge military
parade, fueling speculation
that she’s being primed as
a future leader of the iso-
lated country as her father
showed off his latest,
largest nuclear missiles.
Wednesday night’s parade
in the capital, Pyongyang,
featured the newest hard-
ware in Kim’s growing nu-
clear arsenal, including
what experts said was pos-
sibly a new solid-fuel inter-
continental ballistic mis-
sile he may test in coming
months.

That missile was part of
around a dozen ICBMs
Kim’s troops rolled out at
the event in the capital,
Pyongyang, an unprece-
dented number that under-
scored how he continues to
expand his military capa-

bilities despite limited re-
sources in face of deepen-
ing tensions with his
neighbors and the United
States. The parade was the
fifth known public appear-
ance by Kim’s daughter,
Kim Ju Ae, his second-
born child who is believed
to be around 10 years old.
On Tuesday, Kim Jong Un

brought his daughter to
visit troops as he lauded
the “irresistible might” of
his nuclear-armed mili-
tary. State media have sig-
naled a lofty role for Kim
Ju Ae. She’s been called
“respected” and “beloved,”
and a photo released
Tuesday showed her sit-
ting in the seat of honor at

a banquet, flanked by gen-
erals and her parents.
North Korean photos re-
leased Wednesday showed
Kim, wearing a black coat
and fedora, attending the
parade with his wife and
daughter. Kim smiled and
raised his hand from a bal-
cony as thousands of
troops lined up in a bright-

ly illuminated Kim Il Sung
Square, which is named
after his grandfather, the
nation’s founder. The pa-
rade marked the 75th
founding anniversary of
North Korea’s army and
came after weeks of prepa-
rations involving huge
numbers of troops and
civilians mobilized to glo-
rify Kim’s rule and his re-
lentless push to cement the
North’s status as a nuclear
power.

Photos released by state
media showed transport
and launcher trucks carry-
ing about 10 of the coun-
try’s Hwasong-17 ICBMs,
which demonstrated a
flight range that would
allow them to reach deep
into the U.S. mainland dur-
ing a flight test last year.
Those missiles were fol-
lowed by another large
missile encased in a canis-
ter and transported on a 9-
axle vehicle.

Kim Jong Un shows off daughter, missiles at N Korean parade

An intercontinental ballistic missile during a military parade to mark the 75th founding 
anniversary of the Korean People’s Army on Kim Il Sung Square in Pyongyang, North Korea.

Jakarta, Feb 09 (AP):

A shallow earthquake
shook Indonesia’s eastern-
most province of Papua on
Thursday, killing four peo-
ple who were unable to es-
cape when a floating
restaurant collapsed into
the sea.

The US Geological
Survey said the magni-
tude 5.1 earthquake hit
residential areas in
Jayapura, near Papua’s
northern coast and was
centred at a depth of 22
kilometres (13 miles).
Shallow quakes often
cause more damage on the
Earth’s surface.

“The residents were re-
ally panicked. I was in a
car, and I felt like the car’s
wheels were lifted up,”
said Tri Asih, a resident of
Jayapura, Papua’s capital.

Officials said four peo-
ple who were inside a float-
ing restaurant died when

the quake caused it to col-
lapse into the sea. “The
bodies of the four victims
have been recovered,”
National Disaster
Mitigation Agency
spokesperson Abdul
Muhari said at a news con-
ference. “The victims were

trapped under the rubble
of the cafe and covered by
the roof.” Rescue divers
were searching the area
around the cafeteria for
possible survivors.

Muhari said houses,
buildings and medical fa-
cilities also were damaged.

Some patients at the city’s
hospital were evacuated to
its yard.

A series of strong earth-
quakes has shaken Papua
since January. The
Meteorology, Climatology
and Geophysics Agency
said it has recorded 1,079

earthquakes in Jayapura
city and nearby areas
since January 2, with 132
of them strong enough to
be felt by residents.

Indonesia, a vast archi-
pelago and a home to more
than 270 million people, is
frequently hit by earth-
quakes and volcanic erup-
tions because of its loca-
tion on the “Ring of Fire,”
an arc of seismic faults
around the Pacific Basin.

A magnitude 5.6 earth-
quake on November 21
killed at least 331 people in
West Java. It was the dead-
liest in Indonesia since a
2018 quake and tsunami in
Sulawesi killed about 4,340
people.

In 2004, an extremely
powerful Indian Ocean
quake set off a tsunami
that killed more than
230,000 people in a dozen
countries, most of them in
Indonesia’s Aceh
province.

Earthquake hits Indonesia, killing 4 as restaurant collapses

A woman uses her phone next to a collapsed wall after a 5.1-magnitude earthquake in
Jayapura, Indonesia’s eastern province of Papua on February 9.

Washington, Feb 09 (PTI):

China has “violated the
sovereignty” of not just
the United States but of
countries across five con-
tinents, Secretary of State
Antony Blinken alleged,
days after US fighter jets
shot down a Chinese sur-
veillance balloon.

Earlier this week,
Deputy Secretary of State
Wendy Sherman briefed
diplomats from about 40
friendly nations, includ-
ing India, Japan and
Australia, over the sur-
veillance balloon.

The balloon was shot
down on Saturday off the
coast of South Carolina in
the Atlantic Ocean. It had
hovered over continental
America for several days
after entering the US air-
space on January 30 in
Montana.

China has acknowl-
edged that the ballon was
theirs but denied that it
was for surveillance pur-
poses rather for weather
monitoring and that it
had drifted off course.

The US, however, has
asserted that it has
enough evidence to prove
that this was a surveil-
lance balloon. It accused
China of intruding on its

sovereignty and violating
international laws. China
on the other hand has al-
leged that the United
States has violated inter-
national law by shooting
down its balloon.

According to a report of
The Washington Post,
based on interviews with
several anonymous de-
fence and intelligence offi-
cials, China has operated
a fleet of spy balloons tar-
geting several countries
including India and
Japan.

In a joint news briefing
on Wednesday with the
visiting NATO Secretary
General Jens Stoltenberg,
Blinken said, “The United
States was not the only
target of this broader pro-
gramme which has violat-
ed the sovereignty of
countries across five con-
tinents.”

China violated sovereignty of
nations across 5 continents: Blinken 

Zelenskyy addresses EU Parliament as he seeks more weapons

Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, left, gestures as
European Parliament’s President Roberta Metsola, right,
applauds during an EU summit at the European Parliament
in Brussels, Belgium, Thursday, Feb. 9.

CCaannbbeerrrraa,,  FFeebb  0099  ((AAPP))::
Australia’s Defense
Department will remove sur-
veillance cameras made by
Chinese Communist Party-
linked companies from its
buildings, the government said
Thursday after the US and
Britain made similar moves.

The Australian newspaper
reported Thursday that at least
913 cameras, intercoms, elec-
tronic entry systems and video
recorders developed and man-
ufactured by Chinese compa-

nies Hikvision and Dahua are in
Australian government and
agency offices, including the
Defense Department and the
Department of Foreign Affairs
and Trade. 

Hikvision and Dahua are
partly owned by China’s
Communist Party-ruled gov-
ernment. The US government
said in November it was ban-
ning telecommunications and
video surveillance equipment
from several prominent
Chinese brands including

Hikvision and Dahua to protect
the nation’s communications
network. Security cameras
made by Hikvision were also
banned from British govern-
ment buildings in November.

Defense Minister Richard
Marles said his department
was assessing all its surveil-
lance technology.

“Where those particular
cameras are found, they’re
going to be removed,” Marles
told Australian Broadcasting
Corp. “There is an issue here

and we’re going to deal with
it,” Marles added. An audit
found that Hikvision and Dahua
cameras and security equip-
ment were found in almost
every department except the
Agriculture Department and
the Department of Prime
Minister and Cabinet.

The Australian War
Memorial and National
Disability Insurance Agency
have said they would remove
the Chinese cameras found at
their sites, the ABC reported.

Australian Defense Department to remove Chinese-made cameras

United Nations, Feb 09 (PTI):

The ISIL-K have threat-
ened to launch terrorist at-
tacks against the em-
bassies of India, Iran and
China in Afghanistan and
by targeting them, the ter-
ror group sought to under-
mine the relationship be-
tween the Taliban and the
UN member states in the
Central and South Asia re-
gion, according to a UN re-
port. The revelations were
made in a report by UN
Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres on the threat
posed by ISIL. “The activi-
ties of Islamic State in Iraq
and the Levant-Khorasan
(ISIL-K) remained a signifi-
cant terrorist threat in
Central and South Asia,
and the group retained am-
bitions to conduct external

operations,” the 16th re-
port of the Secretary-
General on the threat
posed by ISIL (Da’esh) to
international peace and se-
curity and the range of
United Nations efforts in
support of member states
in countering the threat
said here. The Security
Council will on Thursday
hold a meeting on ‘Threats
to international peace and
security caused by terror-
ist acts’ during which
Under-Secretary-General
of the United Nations
Office of Counter-
Terrorism Vladimir
Voronkov will present the
report issued last week.
The report said that ISIL-K
had positioned itself as the
“primary rival” to the
Taliban and was reported-
ly set to portray the

Taliban as incapable of
providing security in the
country. “By targeting
diplomatic missions,
Islamic State in Iraq and
the Levant-Khorasan also
sought to undermine the
relationship between the
Taliban and member states
in the region,” it said. “The
group also threatened to
launch terrorist attacks
against the embassies of
China, India and the
Islamic Republic of Iran in
Afghanistan,” the report
said. In June last year,
India resumed its diplo-
matic presence in Kabul by
deploying a technical team
in its embassy in the
Afghan capital, over 10
months after it pulled out
its officials from the mis-
sion following the
Taliban’s capture of power.

ISIL-K threatened to 
launch terrorist attacks

Against embassies of India, China, and Iran in Afghanistan



I n recent years, social media
has become an integral part

of daily life for many people around
the world. Platforms such as
Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram
have made it easier than ever to
share information and connect with
others. However, the rise of social
media has also led to a proliferation
of misinformation or false informa-
tion that is spread intentionally or
unintentionally. Misinformation on
social media can have serious con-
sequences. It can cause confusion,
fear, and even harm. For example,
false medical advice shared on so-
cial media can lead to people put-
ting their health at risk, and misin-
formation about political issues can
lead to the spread of hate speech
and violence. One of the primary
reasons for the spread of misinfor-
mation on social media is the ease
with which information can be
shared. Social media platforms have
made it simple for anyone to post
information, regardless of its accu-
racy. This can result in the rapid
spread of false information, espe-
cially when it is shared by a large
number of people.

So, what is digital media literacy?
In simple terms, it is the ability to
access, analyse, evaluate, create,
and communicate digital media
content. It means considering the
technical, cultural, and societal as-
pects of digital media as well as
being able to use digital tools and
platforms to create, share, and con-

sume digital media. It also includes
the ability to critically evaluate digi-
tal media and distinguish between
credible and untrustworthy sources
of information. Hence, digital media
literacy has become essential in
today's world, particularly in India,
where digital technology adoption
is increasing. India is a key player in
the global digital landscape, with a
population of over 1.3 billion people
and a rapidly growing economy.
Moreover, in order for the country
to fully reap the benefits of the digi-
tal revolution, its citizens must de-
velop a solid foundation in digital
media literacy.

The rapid growth of the internet
and social media usage in India is
the primary reason for the need for
digital media literacy. However, not
all information on the internet is ac-
curate or trustworthy. As a result,
social media platforms have be-
come a breeding ground for misin-
formation and fake news. Assam's
2018 mob lynching case Nilotpal
Das and Abhijeet Das is one of the
prime examples that happened as a
result of the spread of misinforma-
tion via the well-known messaging
app WhatsApp. Thus, the need of
the hour is that Individuals must be
able to distinguish between rep-
utable sources and fake news in a
country like India, where the spread
of disinformation can have cata-
strophic implications. Individuals
with digital media literacy are able
to critically analyse the information
they find on social media and make
informed judgments.

Another argument for the need
for social media digital media litera-
cy in India is the protection of per-
sonal privacy and security. Social
media platforms collect and keep
enormous amounts of personal in-
formation about their users.
Without digital media literacy, indi-
viduals may not be aware of the ex-
tent to which their personal data is
being collected and shared, and
they may not know how to protect

their personal information from
cyber threats such as hacking and
identity theft. According to the
Ministry for Electronics and
Information Technology (MeitY),
India registered 12.67 lakh cyber-
crime reports in 2022, while Assam
registered, 1,781 cybercrime cases
reported in the same year, which
raises the question of internet users
for their safety and privacy.

Whereas, the need for digital
media literacy in India is the increas-
ing use of digital technology in the
workforce. With the fourth industrial
revolution upon us, the use of tech-
nology in various industries is in-
creasing rapidly. Employers are
looking for individuals who have the
ability to navigate digital platforms
and use technology to solve prob-
lems, create and analyse data, and
communicate effectively. Without
digital media literacy, individuals
may find themselves at a disadvan-
tage in the job market. The Indian
government has recognized the im-
portance of digital media literacy
and has taken steps to promote it.
The government has launched sev-
eral initiatives such as the Digital
India campaign and the National
Digital Literacy Mission to promote
digital literacy and bridge the digital
divide. These initiatives aim to pro-
vide citizens with access to informa-
tion and communication technology
and to enhance their digital literacy
skills. However, there still needs to
be more resources and experience
required to deliver complete digital
media literacy education, particular-
ly on social media. Nonetheless, de-
spite these efforts, digital media lit-
eracy remains a challenge in India. 

A major reason for this is the lack
of access to digital technology and
the internet in rural and remote
areas of the country. According to
the World Bank, only 31% of the
population in India has access to the
internet. This digital divide exacer-
bates the problem of digital media
literacy as individuals in rural areas

are less likely to have access to the
resources and training needed to
develop digital media literacy skills.
Another challenge is the lack of dig-
ital media literacy education in
schools and universities. While the
government has introduced digital
literacy courses in schools, these
courses often lack the resources
and expertise needed to provide
comprehensive digital media litera-
cy education. Additionally, the cur-
riculum of these courses often fo-
cuses on basic computer skills,
rather than giving a comprehensive
understanding of digital media liter-
acy. In the context of the northeast-
ern states of India, the lack of ac-
cess to digital technology and the
internet in remote and rural areas
exacerbates the problem of digital
media literacy. 

According to a report by the
Internet and Mobile Association of
India, only about 30% of the popula-
tion in the region has access to the
internet. This digital divide hinders
the development of digital media lit-
eracy skills among the people in
these areas. In conclusion, digital
media literacy is an essential skill in
today's digital age, and it is espe-
cially important in India where the
adoption of digital technology is on
the rise. It allows individuals to
make informed decisions, protect
themselves from cyber threats, and
thrive in a professional environ-
ment. However, the lack of access
to digital technology and the inter-
net in rural areas and the lack of
digital media literacy education in
schools and universities are major
challenges that need to be ad-
dressed. It's the responsibility of ed-
ucational institutions, parents, and
society as a whole to provide oppor-
tunities and resources to develop
digital media literacy. The Indian
government, in collaboration with
private sectors, needs to take more
effective steps to bridge the digital
divide and enhance digital media lit-
eracy education in India.
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Vulnerable to 
earthquake

Earthquake is a disaster
that visits once in a while
but leaves untold misery
behind, like the one in
Turkey and Syria. The
same scale earthquake
had rocked Kangra in
1905, in which 20,000 peo-
ple died and many more
were injured.
Administrative help had
to be rushed from
Jalandhar Division. But
we refuse to learn from
history and we see con-
crete jungles surfacing in
Kangra and elsewhere in
the country without any
check of earthquake-re-
sistant techniques being
adopted. In the existing
buildings, experts advise
retrofitting measures, but
governments provide
funds more for relief in
terms of money than for
mitigation in terms of
techniques.

Kanshiram Bharti,
by mail

Pak in dire straits
Pakistan has been dire

straits politically and eco-
nomically since its birth.
Its democracy is unstable
and military has the ‘re-
mote control’ of all impor-
tant matters of the nation.
It has pushed the country
to the brink of destruc-
tion. Bangladesh came
into existence after bifur-
cating Pakistan — an
avoidable failure of the
leadership. The world
knows that Islamic terror-
ism is a product of
Pakistan. Turkey, an
Islamic state, is a modern
state with no parochial
leanings. Burqa is banned
in Turkey. Islam, an
Arabic word, which stands
for peace, obedience and
surrender, if followed, will
bring peace to the state for
which Muslim intellectu-
als of the world should
come forward and teach
their multitudes.

BM Singh, Amritsar

Hike in repo rate
The RBI-mandated

Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) hiking
the benchmark repo rate
by 25 basis points to 6.5 per
cent, citing sticky core in-
flation, did not come as a
surprise. Significantly, the
latest hike was backed by
four members in a six-
member MPC, thereby im-
plying the lack of unanim-
ity among them over such
a key decision. Various
bank loan seekers would,
henceforth, be required to
bear more financial bur-
den for availing the said
facilities. Notably, the RBI
has also projected a
growth rate of 6.4 per cent
as against the latest
Economic Survey’s
growth projection of 6-6.8
per cent for 2023-24, much
lower than the govern-
ment’s earlier projection
of 7-7.5 per cent.

MK Nair, Raipur

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍
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Sand artist Sudarsan Pattnaik creates a sand sculpture on earthquake of Turkiye and Syria with the message "Join Hands to
Save the Earthquake Victims', at Puri beach in Odisha.

SAND SCULPTURE ON EARTHQUAKE

O ne of the more surreal sights of the recent Afghan
war was tethered balloons (also known as

“aerostats”) looming over the bases of international forces.
These “persistent threat detection systems” carried a suite
of 360-degree cameras providing a constant view - out to
100 miles - of surrounding areas to the US “force-protec-
tion” teams within the heavily guarded installations. The
recent four-day saga of a Chinese spy balloon prying into
US nuclear secrets serves as a reminder that the oldest
technologies are still being developed to achieve military
effects today. Balloons have been in use for military service
longer than air forces have existed. China operates a fleet of
such balloons and has targeted several countries, including
India and Japan, in the past. A US media report, quoting
several unnamed defence and intelligence officials, alleged
that the spy balloon project has been operating for several
years, and ‘has collected information on military assets in
countries and areas of emerging strategic interest to China
including Japan, India, Vietnam, Taiwan and the
Philippines’. Senior US officials are reported to have
briefed ‘nearly 150 foreign diplomats across 40 embassies’
in the US and Beijing, explaining its action of shooting
down the balloon, presenting reasons why it was not a
‘civilian’ weather balloon, as China claimed, but an intelli-
gence-gathering device. Despite their size and vulnerabili-
ty, aerostats like this offer advantages over satellites and
manned aircraft. They are slow and can persist over a tar-
get for far longer than a satellite that passes over at orbital
speed. Flying at just 60,000 feet (12 miles or 20km), their
cameras can achieve higher resolution than those based in
orbit at 100 miles (160km). They are also cheaper than satel-
lites, drones or manned aircraft, can deploy large payloads,
and present a less overtly aggressive face. Indeed, they
offer the possibility of a degree of plausible deniability –
who would be threatened by a mere hot air weather bal-
loon?. All that said, it is unlikely that this mission achieved
very much from an intelligence perspective. At the very
least, the US took suitable precautions to jam the balloon’s
communications systems and dazzle its cameras. But it
may well have been the medium itself that was the mes-
sage. China is saying: “Here is this very public dilemma for
you. What will we do next?” The balloon was eventually
shot down over the Atlantic ocean on February 4, pulled
out of the sea off the coast of South Carolina and taken to
the FBI lab at Quantico, Virginia to be scrutinised by mili-
tary experts. Ironically, it may well be that the US learns
rather more than China did from this particular spying
mission. One takeaway for India from this episode is that it
must keep its eyes open — it’s not quite a new lesson but
the reinforcement of one, because China’s increased ag-
gressiveness at the borders during the last few years has al-
ready underlined the need for India to always keep its
guard up. For the countries that are concerned over
China’s hegemonistic ambitions, it is imperative to share
technology and intelligence in order to not be outsmarted
and outmanoeuvred in geopolitical games.

China’s spy balloon offers 
a lesson about the dangers 

of miscommunication

Digital Media Literacy: Need of the hour

Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit   

10th February is ob-
served as the

National Deworming Day that
is an initiative of Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare,
Government of India to make
every child in the country
worm free. This is one of the
largest public health programs
reaching large number of chil-
dren during a short period.
Deworming is done through
platforms of schools and
Anganwadi centres "to im-
prove their overall health, nu-
tritional status, access to edu-

cation and quality of life" Its
success and impact lie in con-
vergence with the Swachh
Bharat Mission. NDD also
presents opportunities to fur-
ther policy dialogue on health
and nutrition as a way of sup-
plementing efforts under
POSHAN Abhiyan.

The first round of NDD was
conducted in February 2015
and 8.9 crore children were ad-
ministered the deworming
tablet across 11 states/UTs by
achieving 85% coverage. To
make this deworming mission
successful, antiparasitic medi-
cines are given to children
from government schools.
According to the World Health
Organisation, about 241 mil-
lion children in India in the
ages of 1-14 years are at a risk
of parasitic intestinal worms.
India accounts for approxi-
mately 28 per cent of the total
number of children globally
estimated to be at-risk of STH
infections. Intestinal worm in-
fection often makes its way

through vegetables which are
not properly washed, peeled
and cooked; contaminated
water; and outdoor activities –
children who play in soil and
then put their hands in their
mouths without washing
them. According to WHO,
health is a state of complete
mental, spiritual, physical, and
social well being and not only
the absence of disease. If a per-
son is in a good physical state
and free from any diseases but
is under constant stress, greed,
tension, anger, etc, then that
person is not healthy. Children
frequently ingest sufficient
calories but nevertheless suf-
fer from malnutrition, owing
to a lack of vital vitamins and
minerals required for normal
physical and mental develop-
ment in their diets. Evidence
has shown detrimental impact
of Soil Transmitted Helminths
(STH) infestation on physical
growth-anaemia, undernutri-
tion and cognitive develop-
ment as well as school atten-

dance. Periodic deworming
can reduce the transmission of
STH infections. There are
three main types of STH that
infect people, roundworm,
whipworm and hookworms .
These worms depend on the
human body for their food and
survival and while being there,
they lay thousands of eggs
each day. In India, over 22 crore
children under 14 years of age
are at risk of STH infections.
Worm infection can also lead
to diarrhoea; dysentery; loss of
appetite; reduced nutritional
intake and physical fitness; in-
creased malabsorption – a con-
dition that prevents absorption
of nutrients through the small
intestine. People who defecate
outdoors in the soil, spread
these worm eggs everywhere.
These eggs then contaminate
the soil and further spread the
infection. If the worms remain
untreated or undiagnosed for a
long time, it can lead to long
term effects on a child’s health
and development. Heavy infec-

tions often make children too
sick or too tired to concentrate
at or even attend school. If un-
treated or undiagnosed,
worms can have a long term ef-
fect on a child’s health and de-
velopment. Intestinal worms
are parasites that live in the
human intestines and consume
nutrients and vitamins that a
child consumes. The worms lay
thousands of eggs on a daily
basis and chiefly consume nu-
trients meant for the human
body. Worm infection can be
caused due to various factors
in children including lack of
personal hygiene, uncooked
and contaminated food, and ex-
cess sweets and junk food con-
sumption. Let us maintain per-
sonal hygiene and avoid open
defecation. Let us improve hy-
giene which includes washing
hands particularly before eat-
ing and after using toilet; using
sanitary latrines; wearing slip-
pers/shoes; keeping the sur-
roundings clean; ensuring
nails are short and clean.

Make every child in the country worm free 

ASHUTOSH ROY 

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

P laying video games has been found to neither harm
nor benefit the cognitive abilities of children and

young adults, according to a new research. Parents may re-
think family's video-gaming rules as the research chal-
lenges the fears that children who spend hours playing
video would manifest unhealthy results in their cognitive
ability, it said. "Our studies turned up no such links, re-
gardless of how long the children played and what types of
games they chose," said Jie Zhang, associate professor at
the University of Houston, US, and a member of the re-
search team. According to the study, researchers examined
the video gaming habits of 160 diverse urban public-school
preteen students. Participating students reported playing
video games an average of 2.5 hours daily, with the group's
heaviest gamers putting in as much as 4.5 hours each day,
the study said. The team of researchers looked for associa-
tion between the students' video game play and their per-
formance on the standardized Cognitive Ability Test 7,
known as CogAT, which evaluates verbal, quantitative and
nonverbal/spatial skills, the study said. CogAT was chosen
as a standard measure, in contrast to the teacher-reported
grades or self-reported learning assessments that previous
research projects have relied on, the study said. "Overall,
neither duration of play nor choice of video game genres
had significant correlations with the CogAT measures.
That result shows no direct linkage between video game
playing and cognitive performance, despite what had been
assumed," said May Jadalla, professor at Illinois State
University, US, and the study's principal investigator.
However, the study also revealed another side of the issue,
too. Certain types of games described as helping children
build healthy cognitive skills also presented no measurable
effects, in spite of the games' marketing messages, it said.
"The current study found results that are consistent with
previous research showing that types of gameplay that
seem to augment cognitive functions in young adults don't
have the same impact in much younger children," said C.
Shawn Green, professor at the University of Wisconsin-
Madison, US. Does this mean the world can play on?
Maybe, the research suggests. But the experts also caution
that gaming time took the heaviest players' away from
other, more productive activities - homework, to be specific
- in a process psychologists call displacement, the study
said. But even in those cases, the differences were slight be-
tween those participants and their peers' CogAT measures
of cognitive abilities, the study said. "The study results
show parents probably don't have to worry so much about
cognitive setbacks among video game-loving children, up
to fifth grade. "Reasonable amounts of video gaming
should be OK, which will be delightful news for the kids.
Just keep an eye out for obsessive behaviour," said Zhang.
"When it comes to video games, finding common ground
between parents and young kids is tricky enough. At least
now we understand that finding balance in childhood de-
velopment is the key, and there's no need for us to over-
worry about video gaming," said Zhang.

Video games neither harm
nor benefit cognition
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BRIEF

Wildlife 
sustainability

New Delhi: The gov-
ernment is making ho-
listic efforts to ensure
wildlife sustainability
and protection, with
the strategy focussed
on four key pillars, in-
cluding infrastructure,
Union minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia
said on Thursday.
Briefing reporters here
on the Union govern-
ment's initiatives for
wildlife conservation
since 2014, Scindia said
a 360 degrees approach
has been adopted and
emphasised the impor-
tance of "animal pas-
sage plans" along with
development.

Investors Summit
Lucknow:Uttar
Pradesh's capital is being
decked up for the three-
day Global Investors
Summit that would be
inaugurated by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
here on Friday.The 10-12
February event is expect-
ed to be attended by sev-
eral ministers of the
union and the state gov-
ernment and a host of
leading industrialists.
Besides PM Modi,
President Droupadi
Murmu and over 15 cabi-
net ministers including
Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh,Finance
minister Nirmala
Sitharaman,Health
Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya,Women and
Child Development
Minister Smriti Irani,
Transport Minister
Nitin Gadkari are ex-
pected to attend the
event.

Budget 
presentation

Jaipur: Rajasthan
Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot will present
the State Budget 2023-
24 in the assembly on
Friday. This will be
the last budget of the
present government
as the state is going
for assembly elections
later this year. Gehlot,
who also holds the fi-
nance portfolio, will
present the budget on
the theme of 'Bachat,
Rahat, Badhat' (sav-
ing, relief and
progress).

INTERACTION MEET

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, Sunil Kant Munjal, chairman of Hero
Enterprise, Sanjiv Bajaj, CII President and Chairman & Managing Director, Bajaj
Finserv Limited and R Dinesh, Executive Vice-Chairman, TVS Supply Chain Solutions
after an interaction with CII National Council members, in New Delhi. 

New Delhi, Feb 09: 

Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Thursday held a discus-
sion with IMF managing
director Kristalina
Georgieva and urged the
multi-lateral funding
agency to develop a global-
ly coordinated approach to
the regulation of crypto
assets. The Finance
Minister held a virtual
conversation with the
International Monetary
Fund (IMF) MD to discuss
the upcoming G20 Finance
Ministers and Central
Bank Governors (FMCBG)
meeting, scheduled to be
held in Bengaluru later
this month. Sitharaman
also thanked IMF for the

support that it had been
providing to the G20
Indian presidency on vari-
ous work streams under
the G20 FinanceTrack.
The Finance Ministry in a
series of tweets said
Georgieva congratulated
India on its strong eco-
nomic performance in
challenging global times
and its role at the forefront
of digitalisation of the
economy, especially in the
area of digital payments.
Both leaders expressed
solidarity with those af-
fected by the devastation
in Turkey and Syria, the
ministry said in a tweet.
"FM conveyed India's im-
mediate support extended
by Prime Minister Shri
@narendramodi through
deployment of NDRF
@NDRFHQ and medical
teams under
#OperationDost," as per

another tweet. IMF MD ap-
preciated India's contribu-
tion of USD 50 million for
SARTTAC, Delhi, a part-
nership between IMF and
India.

This will further
strengthen India and
IMF's role in building ca-
pacity in the South Asia
Region, she added. "FM
Smt. @nsitharaman told
Ms. @KGeorgieva that
India will continue to play
its leadership role during
the Presidency to strength-
en #multilateralism and
#GlobalGovernance for a
peaceful, sustainable, and
prosperous world for all,"
another tweet said. During
the discussion via video
conference, both leaders
recognised that the voices
of the most vulnerable
and under-represented
need to be heard through
the leadership of the G20

nations. Sitharaman
stressed the need to ensure
food and energy security
for all and asked the IMF
for support to the Indian
Presidency in the form of
detailed technical analysis
to develop evidence-based
policy guidance on the
issue. She also informed
Georgieva that debt issues
will be at the forefront of
G20 FinanceTrack discus-
sions, and India will con-
tinue to support the ongo-
ing efforts for orderly and
timely implementation of
the Common Framework.
Along with addressing
debt vulnerabilities, both
leaders also discussed
other key deliverables,
such as the timely comple-
tion of the 16th General
Review of Quota (GRQ) to
strengthen the Global
Financial Safety Net, an-
other tweet said.

FM urges IMF to develop globally
coordinated approach 

To crypto asset
regulations

Noida, Feb 09:  

The Centre has acknowl-
edged MSMEs' contribu-
tion to the country's eco-
nomic growth, and the
Budget 2023-24 has given a
boost to the fund-starved
sector with higher credit
flow and by simplifying
compliances, an official
said. Availability, accessi-
bility and affordability of
credit/funds are the main
challenges of the sector,
said B B Swain, Secretary
to the Union Ministry for
Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSMEs).

He was addressing a ses-
sion at the launch of the
three-day Indian Foundry
Congress (IFC) and India
Foundry Equipment
Exhibition (IFEX), being
organised by the Institute
of Indian Foundrymen
(IIF) at the India Expo
Centre in Greater Noida.

"The government has ac-

knowledged the contribu-
tion of MSMEs to the eco-
nomic growth of the coun-
try. Union Budget 2023-24
has given a boost to the
fund-starved sector with
higher credit flow and by
simplifying compliances,"
Swain said.

He said the launch of a
revamped credit guarantee
scheme worth Rs 9,000
crore for MSMEs would
enable collateral-free cred-
it of Rs 2 lakh crore loans
to small businesses.

"Moreover, by reducing the
guarantee fee to 1.3 per
cent, the government has
eased collateral
credit/funding for the
MSMEs. This will go a long
way to support the sector.
These measures can be
game changers," he said.
Swain said the MSMEs
catering to the foundry in-
dustry stand benefitted
from several measures the
government has taken up.
"Over 15,000 MSMEs (out
of 5 crore from all sectors)
from the foundry industry
play the role of a powerful
catalyst in making India
one of the largest produc-
ers and exporters of cast-
ing products in the world,"
he added. According to the
co-chairman of organising
committee Vikas Garg, the
business meet during the
three-day event is expected
to close over 10 lakh tonnes
of casting product buying-
selling deals.

Budget 2023-24 will give boost to 
fund-starved sectors: MSME secretary

Mumbai, Feb 09:  

Full-service airline Vistara on
Thursday announced the
launch of its flight services to
Mauritius from the city, start-
ing March 26. The five times
weekly flight services will be
catered with a long range
A321 aircraft, which the airline
inducted in its fleet recently,
in a three class configuration
(business, premium economy
and economy), Vistara said.
Mauritius is the 12th interna-
tional destination that Vistara
is connecting with Mumbai.
The airline has already
announced commencing flight
services to Colombo and

Dammam from Mumbai next
month.
"Vistara announces the addi-
tion of Mauritius to its con-
stantly expanding global net-
work. Besides being a popular
tourist destination, Mauritius
is an important business hub
and home to many global
financial institutions. "This
new route will further aid the
growing traffic between the
two countries," said Vinod
Kannan, Chief Executive
Officer at Vistara. The Tata-
Singapore Airlines-run Vistara
is in the process of merging
with Air India, which was
acquired by the Tata Group in
January last year.

Vistara announces
Mumbai-Mauritius flight

service from Mar 26New Delhi, Feb 09: 

Jio-bp, the fuel and mo-
bility joint venture of
Reliance Industries Ltd
and UK's bp, has launched
petrol blended with 20 per
cent ethanol, aligning with
the government pro-
gramme to cut oil imports
and reduce carbon emis-
sions. "In line with the
roadmap set by the
Government, Jio-bp has be-
come one of the first fuel
retailers in India to make
E20 blended petrol avail-
able," the company said in
a statement.

"Customers with E20
petrol-compatible vehicles
will be able to opt for this
fuel at select Jio-bp outlets,
and the offering will soon
be expanded across the net-
work." The E20 fuel is a 20
per cent blend of ethanol
and 80 per cent of petrol.
The blending of ethanol,
extracted from sugarcane
as well as broken rice and

other foodgrains, in petrol
is being introduced in the
country by the government
to reduce the country's oil
import cost and lower car-
bon emissions while giving
farmers an additional
source of income. "India's
market for fuels and mobil-
ity is rapidly growing. It is
expected to be the fastest-
growing fuel market in the
world over the next 20
years. "Jio-bp mobility sta-
tions are designed to help
meet this growing demand
and are ideally located to
suit customer convenience.
They bring together a
range of services for con-
sumers on the move - in-
cluding additivised fuels,
EV charging, refreshments
and food, and plan to offer
more low carbon solutions
over time," the statement
said. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi earlier this
week launched the E20 fuel
at India Energy Week in
Bengaluru.

Jio-bp rolls out E20 petrol
with 20 pc ethanol

Mumbai, Feb 09:  

Five more banks will
join the pilot on the cen-
tral bank digital currency
or e-rupee for retail cus-
tomers and the project will
be extended to nine addi-
tional cities, the Reserve
Bank said. The Reserve
Bank, which began pilot-
ing the central bank digi-
tal currency or e-rupee for
retail customers in early
December with eight
banks in five cities,
stressed that it does not
want to rush with it but
favours a slow and steady
adoption. The retail CBDC
is available for only 50,000
users now and of them
5,000 are merchants. The
service is being offered on
invitation basis by eight
banks across five cities
now, deputy governor T
Rabi Sankar told reporters

at the customary post-poli-
cy presser. Given the
glitches-free adoption so
far, five more banks will be
added soon on to the plat-
form along with increas-
ing the number of cities
where the pilot service is
available now from the
present five to nine more,
Sankar said. "Having said
on this and the risk of
being right, let me just re-
iterate that we want the
process to happen.

E-Rupee to be piloted by 5 more
banks in 9 more cities soon

Mumbai, Feb 09: 

This Valentine’s day Reliance
jewels is asking their cus-
tomers not to forgot the most
important person, “them-
selves”; thus making valen-
tine’s day not only a celebra-
tion with your loved one but
also making it a day where
you celebrate love for oneself.
Reliance Jewels, India’s lead-
ing jewellery brand, has
launched a unique Valentine’s
Day collection to celebrate
you. A collection for those who
love and embrace themselves -
#KhudseBhiPyaarKaro and
make the world a better and
happier place as well.
This season of love Reliance
Jewels launches a beautiful
diamond jewellery collection
of pendants, bracelets & rings
with curvy forms and motifs
with composite diamond set-
ting giving it the look of a
Solitaire. In addition to the

new collection, Reliance
Jewels has also announced a
special offer called the ‘Dream
Diamond Sale’ which will last
till February 14th. It offers up
to 25% off on invoice value of
diamond products at Reliance
Jewels. Patrons can avail the
same while they chose their
favorite diamond Jewellery.
Talking about the collection,
Sunil Nayak, CEO of Reliance
Jewels said, “This season of
love, we want to imbibe and
share the true meaning of
‘embrace yourself’, with our
valued patrons through our
Valentine’s Day collection
inspired by ‘Self Love’. The
minimalistic and elegant
designs in the collection are
perfect for special moments.

Reliance Jewels reveals unique
Valentine’s Day collection 

New Delhi, Feb 09: 

Sony announced the lat-
est addition to the
Walkman® series family,
NW-A306. Designed for lis-
teners to enjoy music the
way the artist intended
with high-quality audio in
a compact form factor.

The new Sony Walkman
NW-A306 is a stylish and
compact music player, that
lets consumers download
and stream more of the
music they love. Weighing
just 199 grams, it is light-
weight with the comfort
and function of both a 3.6”
touch screen and tactile
physical music controls,
the NW-A306 series delivers
exceptional music experi-
ences right from the users’
pocket. The NW-A306 is de-
signed for audiophiles look-
ing for premium sound and
style. With the S-Master HX

digital amp technology, in-
dependently developed for
Walkman® is compatible
with the native DSD for-
mat. It reduces distortion
and noise across a wide
range of frequencies, for
rich and full-bodied sound,
further enhanced by new
high-quality sound lead
free solder. It uses Edge-AI
(Artificial Intelligence),
DSEE Ultimate (Digital
Sound Enhancement
Engine) which upscales
compressed digital music
files in real time. Restoring
acoustic subtleties and dy-
namic range provides a
deep and rich listening ex-
perience. The NW-A306
Walkman will be available
across all Sony Centres,
major electronic stores,
Headphone Zone and e-
commerce portals in India
from  February 9 onwards
and is priced at Rs 25,990.

Sony India launches new
NW-A306 Walkman

Mumbai, Feb 09: 

Up your fitness quotient
a notch higher and take a
step towards a healthier
lifestyle by getting lean
with cardio, building mus-
cle doing yoga or picking
up a sport. Amazon is back
with “Get Fit Days” giving
customers a holistic shop-
ping experience under one
roof across products like
treadmills, cycles, yoga
mats, smartwatch, sports
shoes, sports apparel, gym
accessories and unlock
great deals from 10th to
February 12th, 2023.
Customers can avail excit-
ing discounts of upto
70%off during ‘Get Fit
Days’ on Amazon.in from
top brands like Powermax,
Puma, Urban terrain,
Nivia, Adidas, Reebok,
Lifelong, Flexnest, Yonex,
Garmin and more.

Amazon offers
upto 70% off on

fitness item

Mumbai, Feb 09: 

Rising for the second
straight session, equity
benchmark Sensex
climbed 142 points on
Thursday following buy-
ing in IT and finance
stocks amid a positive
trend in global markets.
After a see-saw session,
the 30-share BSE Sensex
ended 142.43 points or 0.23
per cent higher at
60,806.22. During the day,
the index witnessed a
high of 60,863.63 and a low
of 60,472.81. The broader
NSE Nifty advanced 21.75
points or 0.12 per cent to
finish at 17,893.45.

Bajaj Finserv topped
the Sensex gainers' chart,
rising 2.30 per cent, fol-
lowed by Asian Paints,
Infosys, Bajaj Finance,
IndusInd Bank, L&T and

TCS. In contrast, Bharti
Airtel, UltraTech Cement,
Tata Motors, Sun
Pharma, HDFC and Axis
Bank were among the lag-
gards, shedding up to 1.03
per cent. The market
breadth was positive, with
18 advances and 12 de-
clines.

"Traders mostly re-
mained on the sidelines in
the absence of any fresh
positive triggers, as wor-

ries of global slowdown
and no signs of any pause
on global rate hike cycle
continued to weigh on the
sentiment. "Although
markets were range-
bound with a positive
bias, fluctuation in the
market could continue in
the near term," said
Shrikant Chouhan, Head
of Equity Research
(Retail), Kotak Securities
Ltd. In the broader mar-
ket, the BSE midcap
gauge slipped 0.01 per
cent and the smallcap
index dipped 0.15 per cent.
Among sectoral indices,
IT climbed 0.88 per cent,
technology 0.71 per cent,
industrials (0.36 per cent)
and Capital Goods (0.26
per cent). Power, telecom-
munications commodities
and realty were among
the losers.

Sensex, Nifty clock gains for 2nd day
New Delhi, Feb 09: 

The rupee pared initial
losses and settled on a flat
note at 82.54 (provisional)
against the US dollar on
Thursday, supported by a
rebound in domestic equi-
ties. At the interbank for-
eign exchange market, the
local unit opened at 82.59
against the American cur-
rency and touched a low of
82.66 and a high of 82.48
intra-day. It finally settled
at 82.54 against the green-
back, unchanged from its
previous close. In the previ-
ous session on Wednesday,
the rupee had appreciated
16 paise after the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) hiked
the repo rate by 25 basis
points. The dollar index,
which gauges the green-

back's strength against a
basket of six currencies,
declined 0.36 per cent to
103.03. Global oil bench-
mark Brent crude futures
advanced 0.19 per cent to
USD 85.25 per barrel. "The
Indian rupee depreciated
against the US dollar amid
fund outflows and risk-
averse sentiments.

Rupee settles flat at
82.54 against US dollar

Mumbai, Feb 09: 

The Reserve Bank's deci-
sion to hike repo rate by 25
basis points was on expect-
ed lines but the policy fo-
cuses more on inflation de-
spite the recent modera-
tion in the number,
bankers said. "Repo hike
of 25 basis points is on the
expected lines. Evidently,
the policy is focused more
on managing inflation,
even though the recent re-
tail inflation readings are
showing signs of modera-
tion," industry lobby
Indian Banks
Association's Chairman A
K Goel, who also heads
state-owned Punjab

National Bank, said in a
statement. It can be noted
that the last two readings
of the headline inflation
have come within the
upper tolerance band of
the central bank and some
analysts, including in-
house economists at the
country's largest lender
SBI were expecting a
pause on rate hike. With
the latest hike, the repo
rate is at 6.50 per cent.

SBI Chairman Dinesh
Khara said the continuing
strength in US job data has
made monetary policy
making into a delicate bal-
ancing act for emerging
economies and seemed to
welcome the slew of an-

nouncements on the regu-
latory front beyond the
rate hike.

"The proposal to address
the issue of penal charges
on services will bring a
rule-based regulation. The
initiatives on climate risk
will improve compliance,
capital budgeting and fi-
nancial disclosures for
banks," Khara said.
Among the foreign
lenders, Standard
Chartered's country head
Zarin Daruwala said the
Reserve Bank of India's
confidence in the Indian
economy came through as
it revised its H1FY24
growth estimate upwards
to 7 per cent.

RBI rate hike on expected lines; policy
focuses more on inflation despite

recent moderation: Bankers



Ac t r e s s - s i n g e r
Shruti Haasan,
who is known for

being vocal about her
thoughts and feelings, re-
cently spoke to her
younger self through the
medium of social media
and shared with her fol-
lowers the uncertainties
that followed her after
2012.

The actress posted an
image of hers from 2012 on
her Instagram and shared
that the year wasn't that

great for her per-
sonally and little did she
know that things were
going to change for her,

professionally as well.
Sharing the picture,

Shruti wrote in the cap-
tion, "This picture is
from 2012 it was not a
great year for me per-
sonally and little did I

know things were going to
change for me profession-
ally... I look back at that
version of me and I so
wish I could go back in
time and give her a giant
hug and show her where
she would eventually end
up."

She continued in the
caption, "I want to tell her
that people will always
talk s**t and that there is a
strong breeze of fakery
constantly in the air and
that the instinct was right
and strength is vulnerabil-
ity." She feels grateful for
the constant learning that
life has thrown at her in
the form of oddballs.

"But what gives me from
my yesterdays for my to-
morrows is that there is
pain in the fire that (is) al-
ways burning in me - al-
ways looking for some-
thing ahead of me - some-
thing to learn from some-
thing, to see something to
dream for . It's silent, it's
violent and it's true also
#gothpapa vibes in secret
have now come out," she
concluded.

ACROSS
1. Advanced gradually
6. Parched
10. Mr. Gershwin et al.
14. Desist
15. TV host Jay ____
16. Facial feature
17. Honoring
19. Go by ship
20. Ref's kin
21. Musical instrument
22. Piano part

23. Perceive sound
24. Gator's cousin
26. Zodiac ram
29. Housing agents
33. Adjusts again
35. Atop
36. Enthusiasm
37. Milky stone
38. Sharp
40. ____ and tear
41. Give ____ break! (2 wds.)
42. Walk heavily

43. Not abundant
45. "Scarface" gangster (2 wds.)
47. Incensed
48. Landlord's due
49. Scrape roughly
51. Permit
54. Lethargic
56. Terminal (abbr.)
59. Hawaiian feast
60. Not influenced
62. Miscalculates
63. Trick
64. Della ____ of "Touched by an
Angel"
65. Admit defeat
66. Advance upon
67. Salamanders

DOWN
1. Light tan
2. Regard
3. Pant
4. Psychic ability (abbr.)
5. Most profound
6. Communion table
7. Bridle strap
8. Not guilty
9. Snoopy, e.g.
10. Six-legged animal
11. Thoroughfare
12. Tibet's continent
13. Auction off
18. Spy org.
22. Horseback game
23. Shoe part
25. Fixed prices
26. Perfume

27. Drive off
28. Singer ____ Hayes
29. Baton ____
30. Musical drama
31. Respond (to)
32. Shopping frenzy
34. Beauty shop
39. Go on
40. Bend
42. Erupt
44. Water tank
46. Wake up
49. Recommend
50. Dog's sound
51. Actor ____ Guinness
52. Bait
53. Animal fat
55. Space agency (abbr.)
56. Brood
57. School exam
58. Thirst quenchers
60. Coffee vessel
61. So-so grade
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Shruti Haasan: 
2012 was not a great

year for me personally

The shooting for the
upcoming film 'The
Vaccine War' direct-

ed by Vivek Ranjan
Agnihotri has wrapped up
its final schedule. The film's
producer Pallavi Joshi says
science thriller is a new
and different genre but
they decided to accept the
challenge.

Pallavi says, "The
Vaccine War is unlike any
other film that we have ever
done under 'I Am Buddha'
productions. Science
thriller is a very new genre
and it's a very difficult
genre but we decided to ac-
cept the challenge. I think
100% marks should go to
Vivek for accepting this
challenge of writing and di-
recting this film." The film
stars Nana Patekar,
Sapthami Gowda, Pallavi,
and Anupam Kher.

"All the actors - Nana
Patekar, Nivedita
Bhattacharya, Sapthami
Gowda, Girija Oak, Yagya
Turlapathi and myself, we
found ourselves in com-
pletely alien territory be-
cause the scientific termi-
nologies that we had to use
in his film were so difficult
and something that we had

never heard of in life."
"So saying them became

a challenge for us in the be-
ginning but within a week I
think we all found the sci-
entist within us and we
were speaking all the scien-
tific terminologies as if we
were born speaking them.
It was a great sight to see all
of us transform into very
confident scientists and
after the end of the shoot,
we were all only discussing
science which was a very
hilarious thing to happen
because until before the
film began none of us knew
any ABC about science
whatsoever."

She added: "Our techni-
cal team was most under
stress because this film was
shot very differently, tech-
nically it is a very different
film. Vivek and our techni-
cal crew had set some im-
possible targets for them-
selves and I am really wait-
ing, biting my nails every
now and then because I
want to know what the end
result is." "But one thing is
for sure that once the audi-
ence sees the film and
walks out of the theatre
they are going to walk out
with their head held high.

Pallavi Joshi on ‘The Vaccine
War’: Science thriller is a new
genre, we decided to accept

Nachoge toh
Bachoge! &pic-
tures is all set to

get the viewers on the
dance floor with the
World Television
Premiere of Rocket Gang
on 10th February at 8pm.
Choreographer Bosco
Martis marks his directo-
rial debut with this
dance-horror-comedy
which stars an eclectic
cast of Aditya Seal,
Nikita Dutta, Jason
Tham, Sahaj Singh, and
Mokshda Jailkhani in the
lead.

The film takes its view-
ers on a roller-coaster
ride of friendship, cama-
raderie, love and dance as
the team of five children
step into the biggest
dance competition to ac-
complish their dream.
Rocket Gang follows the
story of these friends who
decide to take a vacation
after being offered a free
stay at the ‘Wonder Villa’.
A series of strange events

start to make their life
scarier but definitely
guarantees an overdose of
laughter for the viewers.

It's always interesting
to see horror and comedy
collide in films. The gen-
res are poles apart on the
surface and yet remain
quite similar in terms of
execution. No wonder
that the merging of the
two creates the most de-

lightful subgenre in films
- horror-comedy. The
genre of horror comedy
has received immense
love from the audiences.
And Rocket Gang has
taken it a notch beyond
and is sure to steal the
hearts of all viewers.

Along with the enter-
tainment bonanza, Rocket
Gang brings an amusing
treat for its viewers with

a cameo appearance from
supremely talented actor
Ranbir Kapoor. With all
his charm, Ranbir will be
seen portraying an in-
credible and hilarious
role in the film.

Tune in to &pictures on
February 10, 8pm to meet
aise waise nahi, Dance
wale Bhoot on the World
Television Premiere of
Rocket Gang.

World TV premiere of ‘Rocket Gang’ today

Yami Gautam Dhar, who
is awaiting the release

of her upcoming streaming
film 'Lost', met real life
crime journalists during the
course of the film's shoot-
ing in which she essays the
role of a crime reporter in
hot pursuit of a story.
The actress said, "I didn't
meet any crime journalists
prior to the shooting but
yes, I did meet them while
we were shooting, and they
were very senior. They
were very kind."
"It was a pleasure meeting
them because if they had-
n't told me who they were,
I would never know their
significant body of work. I
wouldn't have known their
background. They were
extremely warm. They

watched us shoot and per-
form. That's all about it,
there was no particular
journalist that I had in mind
while preparing for the
role".
The actress also shared
why she feels that cinema
is one of the most respect-
ed professions in the world.
She said, "Cinema has a
large influence on people,
which is why it is consid-
ered one of the most loved
and respected professions
in the world. It manages to
evoke a beautiful bag of
emotions within you. It has
the capacity to entertain
and engage you as an audi-
ence and that's what I call
success. I am hoping 'Lost'
can give the audience that
kind of experience."

Yami met real life
crime journos during

‘Lost'’shoot

Music, Masti and
Masaledaar gup-
shup awaits you

in this weekend’s episode
of Sony Entertainment
Television’s The Kapil
Sharma Show! On
Saturday, host Kapil
Sharma will be welcom-
ing Guru Randhawa and
Yogita Bihani - the team
of his debut music video
titled ‘Alone’. Further,
adding a desi musical
tadka to the evening will
be the acclaimed singer –
Gurdas Maan. Making
the guests enjoy them-
selves to the fullest will be
host Kapil Sharma and
his atrangi parivaar who
would be creating a fun
atmosphere in their
amusing avatars.

Amidst an amusing
conversation, singer and
Punjabi heartthrob Guru
Randhawa as a sign of re-

spect, will request host
Kapil Sharma not to refer
to him as ’Guru’ as his
guru, Gurdas Maan will
be sharing the stage with
him. He further took a
stroll down memory lane,
recalling the first time he
met Gurdas Maan, and
shared, “I remember
meeting Gurdas ji in 2012.

During that time I used
to pick and drop off
Amrinder Gill paaji from
the airport, and while
having a conservation he
mentioned that in a farm-
house in Delhi, a shoot-
ing is going on where
Gurdas Maan is there. I
literally fell on Amrinder
bhai’s feet and asked him
to take me with him. I
didn’t even release a song
back then so nobody real-
ly knew me. I went for the
shoot and there I met
Gurdas ji.

Guru Randhawa recalls his first meeting with Gurdas Maan

Sony SAB’s Pushpa
Impossible is a por-

trayal of a woman’s un-
conventional journey to
earn utmost respect and
dignity for herself in her
life. The show depicts the
story of Pushpa Patel
(played by Karuna
Pandey), a single mother
who is determined to pro-
vide the best life possible
for her children.

The cast of the show
will now be joined by the
talented actress, Urvashi

Dholakia, as Devi Singh
Shekhawat, a high-profile
criminal lawyer. A cele-
brated actor, Urvashi has
become a household name
having played powerful
grey characters.

However, contrary to
her earlier roles, this time
viewers will see her in a
new positive avatar. Devi’s
character brings along
with it a major twist in the
show as she helps Pushpa
tide through a new crisis
in her life.

Urvashi Dholakia enters
‘Pushpa Impossible’

Actress Priyanka Chopra Jonas has shared the trailer release date
of her upcoming film, 'Love Again'. The actress took to her

Instagram on Wednesday and shared a video about her Valentine's
Day plan which "involves Celine Dion", the Canadian singer known
for her superhit track 'My Heart Will Go On' from the James
Cameron directorial 'Titanic'. She captioned the video: "YOU,
Celine, Sam & I... let's make a plan for Valentine's Day. We're bring-
ing you @loveagainmovie - trailer in ONE WEEK!  samheughan
@celinedion." With all the visually pleasing looks & moments, 'Love
Again' is the one film everyone globally is looking forward to.

Priyanka Chopra has Valentine’s
Day plan with Celine Dion
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Cape Town, Feb 09 (PTI):

The much-envied hege-
mony of Australia is like-
ly to continue but a host of
teams, led by India and
England, will harbour
hopes of breaking it when
the ICC Women's T20
World Cup begins here
Friday. Packed with
proven performers,
Australia have lifted the
trophy five times in seven
editions. They have hardly
been challenged in the for-
mat since winning the last
T20 World Cup in 2020.

In the last 22 months,
they have lost just one T20
and that defeat came
against India away from
home via a Super Over.
The defending champions
will no doubt start as
favourites once again and
will aim for a second hat-
trick of titles, which will
be a record-extending
sixth trophy.

The return of skipper
Meg Lanning after a break
is a massive boost for the

holders. Star wicketkeep-
er batter Alyssa Healy,
who is back after a calf in-
jury, also seems to have

shrugged off the rust
which makes the side even
more dangerous. The
team's biggest strength is

its depth in batting with
plenty of big hitters like
Lanning, Healy, Ellyse
Perry and Tahlia McGrath
adorning the line-up.
Experienced pacer Megan
Schutt will spearhead the
bowling department
which has plenty of spin-
ners to choose from.

All-rounder Ashleigh
Gardner has also been in
stellar form. A power-hit-
ter down the order, the 25-
year-old is the go-to person
for skipper Lanning when
Australia are in need of a
wicket.

However, the hard-
fought series against India
and the loss in the warm
up match against Ireland
shows that Australia too
can be defeated and the

likes of India, England
and New Zealand would
fancy their chances.

Runners up in the last
edition, India will be keen
to go one step ahead and
claim the title that has
eluded them thus far.

However, a lot will de-
pend on the Indian batting
unit, especially the top
order comprising the likes
of elegant Smriti
Mandhana, big-hitting
Shafali Verma and skip-
per Harmanpreet Kaur.

The 'Women in Blue'
had enjoyed a stellar run
at the 2020 edition before
the final ended in disap-
pointment.

Shafali, had been the
breakout star, ending the
tournament as India's

leading run scorer.
Pumped up after the U19
World Cup win in South
Africa a few days ago, the
flamboyant opener will be
keen to carry on the mo-
mentum.

India have found a
much-needed finisher in
U19 World Cup-winning
young Richa Gosh and
that will give the top order
the freedom to go all guns
blazing from the start.

India have a good mix of
spin and pace options but
bowling has been their
achilles heel. The pace de-
partment, barring veteran
Shikha Pandey, is relative-
ly inexperienced. They
will have to rise to the
challenge. The ever-reli-
able Deepti Sharma has
been a match winner for
India on several occasions,
and with spinners
sparkling in the warm-up
matches, she will once
again be a key player.

India have been clubbed
alongside England,
Pakistan, West Indies and

Ireland in Group B.
England, who have been a
consistent force in the for-
mat for years, will be a
strong contender.

Led by Heather Knight,
England will be eager to
get their hands on the title
for the first time since in-
augural edition in 2009.
They have reached three
finals without any suc-
cess.

The former champions
have a potent bowling at-
tack that includes the leg-
endary pacer Katherine
Sciver-Brunt and top-
ranked spinner Sophie
Ecclestone.

The likes of Alice
Capsey, Sophia Dunkley
and Lauren Bell have es-
tablished themselves in
the T20 format and a lot
will be expected from
them.

Besides Australia, New
Zealand is another top
contender to reach the last
four from Group A. The
Sophie Devine-led side has
enjoyed a good run in the

format recently.
The White Ferns have

the talent to go the dis-
tance but will need player
apart from Devine, Suzie
Bates and Lea Tahuhu to
step up.

South Africa's best fin-
ishes came in 2020 and
2014, when they reached
the semi-finals. The
Proteas women will be
keen to capitalise on the
home advantage.

The recent Tri-Series
final victory over India
will only add to their con-
fidence. Their success in
the tournament would de-
pend on the bowling de-
partment, comprising the
likes of experienced pac-
ers Marizanne Kapp,
Shabnim Ismail and
Ayabonga Khaka. The
hosts' batting department
though seems a little
thin.Grouped alongside
Australia, New Zealand,
Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, it
will be a tall task for the
hosts to advance to the
semifinals.

Dominant Australia aim for record-extending sixth trophy,  India to chase maiden title
The opening encounter will be between hosts South
Africa and Sri Lanka on Friday. The tournament will take
place in two stages. The 10 teams are divided into two
groups of five sides each. In the first round, the teams will
compete in round-robin format with the top two teams
from each group progressing to the knockout stage.

Nagpur, Feb 09 (PTI):

Ravindra Jadeja marked
his return to international
cricket with a five-wicket
haul that knocked the stuff-
ing out of Australian middle
order and put India firmly in
the driver's seat on the open-
ing day of the first Test, here
Thursday.

Jadeja did bulk of the
bowling on the Jamtha dust-
bowl, earning his 11th fifer
(5/47) in 22 overs that helped
India skittle Australia out
for a paltry 177 after the visi-
tors decided to take the first
strike in the series-opener.

Ravichandran Ashwin,
who probably dominated the
Aussie mind space more
than his spin colleague, got
3/42 in 15.5 overs and in the
process completed 450 wick-
ets in Test cricket.

At stumps, Rohit
Sharma's counter-attacking
56 not out put India in com-
plete command with hosts
ending the day at 77 for one
and trailing by 100 runs.

KL Rahul's lean patch con-
tinued as he was caught and
bowled by Australian debu-
tant Todd Murphy after
making a 20-run contribu-
tion from 71 balls. On this
track, one cannot survive
with a defensive mindset
and the decision to score
quickly seemed to be the
right call. But no accolades
will be enough for Jadeja,
inarguably the MVP' (Most
Valuable Player) in the
Indian Test set-up. The icon-
ic Sachin Tendulkar has
termed him as compete

package'. On turners, the
spinners who don't try too
much trickery with their fin-
gers and just let the ball land
on the cracks and let the
pitch do the rest, are more
dangerous than others.
Jadeja is a perfect exponent
of that art of keeping things
simple.

There is no denying the
fact that there is consider-
able turn and bounce on
offer but Australian batters
too were guilty of playing

some bad shots. It seemed
they got too much messed up
in their heads and tried to
tackle the track more than
the bowler. Save Marnus
Labuschagne (49), who got
an unplayable delivery from
Jadeja, the others either
played rank bad shots or
erred in judgement.

Labuschagne got a deliv-
ery that was tossed up to
draw him forward. It hit one
of the dry cracks to rear up
as well as deviate past his

bat. As he was drawn for-
ward, debutant Kona Bharat
effected his first official dis-
missal showing smart reflex-
es while effecting that
stumping.

What was admirable
about Bharat was his change
of stance after he struggled
to collect a couple of Jadeja
deliveries in the first ses-
sion. Both deliveries turned
and jumped.

Instead of crouching too
low which he does with do-
mestic spinners, he stayed
on his haunches and could
easily gather deliveries on
his waistline in the post
lunch session.

Once Labuschagne was
dismissed after an 82-run
stand with Steve Smith,
floodgates opened as left-
handed Matt Renshaw fell
prey to a Jadeja delivery that
hit the same spot and turned
back sharply to find him
plumb in-front.

Smith (37), who hit a few
boundaries, was dismissed
when he played the wrong
line to an arm-ball from
Jadeja and was bowled bat-
pad. From 84 for 2, it soon be-
came 109 for 5 and although
Peter Handscomb (29) and
the counter-attacking Alex
Carey (36) got quick runs to
get the team past 150-run
mark. Ashwin, who primari-
ly bowled from round the
wicket, induced a false shot
from Carey who went for a
non-existent reverse sweep
while Pat Cummins became
Ashwin's second victim
when he offered a regulation
catch to Virat Kohli at slips.

Rohit leads strong reply
after Jadeja’s five-for

Australia captain Pat
Cummins won the toss
and elected to bat in the
opening Test of the
Border-Gavaskar Trophy at
the Vidarbha Cricket
Association Stadium in
Nagpur on Thursday.
India's charismatic mid-
dle-order batter in T20
cricket Suryakumar Yadav
made his Test debut along
with wicketkeeper K S
Bharat, with the
Cummins-led Australia
handing out the Baggy
Green to spinner Todd
Murphy. Former India
coach Ravi Shastri handed
out the India cap to
Suryakumar and
Cheteshwar Pujara pre-
sented Bharat with his
India cap, while Australia

spinner and a member of
the playing XI, Nathan
Lyon presented the Baggy
Green to Murphy. In a
first, the BCCI invited
both Suryakumar and
Bharat's families to come
inside the ground and
watch the Test cap pres-
entation ceremony.
Head coach Rahul Dravid
congratulated and shook
hands with the family
members of both the India
players. It may be recalled
that Bharat had donned
the gloves for India in
place of Wriddhiman Saha
on day 3 of the first Test
between India and New
Zealand in Kanpur in 2021,
after the Bengal gloveman
had suffered a stiffness in
his neck.

India's senior spinner
Ravichandran Ashwin on
Thursday scripted his
name in the record books
as he became the second
fastest bowler to 450 Test
wickets, during Day 1 of
the first Test against
Australia in Nagpur on
Thursday.
He brought up the land-
mark when he bowled Alex
Carey for 36 in his 11th
over, becoming the second
Indian bowler to go past
450 wickets after the leg-
endary Anil Kumble.
Playing in his 89th Test,
Ashwin is the second
fastest bowler to 450 Test

wickets in terms of Tests
played, after Sri Lankan
legend Muttiah
Muralitharan who achieved
this landmark in 80 match-
es. He is also the second
quickest in terms of balls
bowled (23635) behind for-
mer Australian player
Glenn McGrath (23474).
Ashwin also dismissed
Australia captain Pat
Cummins for 6 to finish
with 3/42, while Ravindra
Jadeja claimed 5/47 to
bowl out Australia for 177
in their first innings. Rohit
Sharma smashed an
unbeaten 56 as India fin-
ished the first day on 77/1.

Ashwin second fastest
to 450 Test wickets

Meet India’s debutants
in Nagpur Test

Indian Wells, Feb 09 (AP):

Two of the biggest
names on the men's entry
list for the BNP Paribas
Open are unlikely to play
in the Southern California
tournament.

Novak Djokovic and
Rafael Nadal were injured
during the Australian
Open last month, and
Djokovic's COVID-19 vacci-
nation status also is still
an issue for the tourna-

ment that runs March 6-19
at Indian Wells.

Djokovic, a five-time
winner in the desert,
missed last year's tourna-
ment because of his vacci-
nation status. The U.S. is
set to end its COVID emer-
gency declarations on May
11, long after the tourna-
ment concludes.

Djokovic won the
Australian Open last
month for his 22nd career
major despite being both-

ered by a left hamstring in-
jury. He returned to No. 1
in the world rankings.
Nadal injured his hip dur-
ing a second-round loss at
the Australian Open and
could be out up to two
months. Second-ranked
Carlos Alcaraz, who
reached the semifinals last
year, is set to return to
Indian Wells after missing
the Australian Open be-
cause of injury. Also en-
tered are No. 3 Stefanos
Tsitsipas, No. 4 Casper
Ruud and No. 5 Andrey
Rublev. American Taylor
Fritz is back to defend his
title. Also among the men's
entries is No. 7 Felix
Auger-Aliassime, No. 9
Holger Rune and No. 10
Hubert Hurkacz. Nick
Kyrgios and Andy Murray
are in the field as well.

On the women's side,
top-ranked Iga Swiatek is
back to defend her title
from last year. She'll be
joined by Australian Open
winner and second-ranked
Aryna Sabalenka.

Paris, Feb 09 (AP):

Marseille celebrated its
first home win against
Paris Saint-Germain in
more than a decade to
reach the quarterfinals of
the French Cup, beating
its bitter rival 2-1.

Cheered on by buoyant
fans at a packed Stade
Velodrome, Marseille had
rarely looked so dominant
against PSG since the
Paris club started its su-
premacy in France after
Qatari investors took over.

Marseille's previous win
at the Velodrome against
PSG in all competitions
dated back to November
2011.

Alexis Sanchez put the
hosts in front in the fixture
known as "Le Classique" of
French soccer, and
Ukraine attacking mid-
fielder Ruslan
Malinovskyi scored the
winner after Sergio Ramos
pulled one back.

"We are delighted to
progress to the next
round, the French Cup is

one of our goals,"
Marseille captain Valentin
Rongier said. "Our fans
had been waiting for that
win, we are so happy to
share it with them."

It was PSG's third loss
this season. It came ahead
of a major test as Bayern
Munich travels to the
French capital for the first
leg of their round-of-16
match in the Champions
League on Feb. 14.

Igor Tudor's players im-

posed an intense pressing
from the start that destabi-
lized PSG. Second-best in
all sectors, the visitors
were pegged in their own
half and Marseille piled
up chances in the first
half.

The hosts could have
been awarded a penalty
after Achraf Hakimi el-
bowed the ball in the area,
but referee Francois
Letexier ignored calls
from Marseille players.

Bengaluru, Feb 09 (PTI):

Skipper Mayank
Agarwal hit a double cen-
tury to help Karnataka
post 407 in their first in-
nings and take the upper
hand over Saurashtra in
their Ranji Trophy semifi-
nal here on Thursday.

Resuming his innings at
110, Agarwal carried on his
good form and played with

more intent on the second
day to score 249 off 429
balls. He struck an as-
tounding 28 boundaries
and six sixes during his
marathon knock.

Karnataka added 178
runs in 46.3 overs after re-
suming their innings at the
overnight score of 229 for 5.

Agarwal's overnight
partner, wicketkeeper
Srinivas Sharath (66)
added just six runs to his
score before being trapped
LBW by Chetan Sakariya
five overs into the second
day's proceedings.
Krishnappa Gowtham and
Vijaykumar Vyshak failed
to trouble the scorers
much, departing in quick
succession before Vidwath
Kaverappa (15) lent
Agarwal some support.

It was a complete
Agarwal show on the sec-
ond day as the confident
right-hander played his
shots to all parts of the
ground to take Karnataka
forward. Sakariya (3/73)
and Kushang Patel (3/109)
picked up three wickets
apiece for Saurashtra.

Indian Wells entries include
injured Nadal, Djokovic
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Agarwal hits double ton to give
Karnataka edge over Saurashtra
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Rare home win for Marseille
against rival PSG in French Cup

Marseille's players celebrate after winning the French Cup round of 16
football match between Olympique Marseille (OM) and Paris Saint-
Germain (PSG) at Stade Velodrome in Marseille, southern France.
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‘Mumbai-ADI bullet 
train dream project of
national importance’

Mumbai, Feb 09 (PTI): 

The Mumbai-
Ahmedabad bullet train is
a "dream project of this
country and of national
importance and in public
interest", the Bombay
High Court said on

Thursday dismissing a petition
filed by Godrej & Boyce company
challenging acquisition proceed-
ings initiated by the
Maharashtra government and
the NHSRCL in Mumbai's
Vikhroli area for the project.

A division bench of Justices R
D Dhanuka and M M Sathaye
said the project was one-of-its-
kind and collective interest
would prevail over private inter-
est. The court said in cases of
conflict on inter fundamental
rights and intra fundamental
rights, the court has to examine
as to where lies the larger public

interest while balancing the two
conflicting rights. "It is the para-
mount collective interest which
would ultimately prevail. In the
facts of this case, the private in-
terest claimed by the petitioner
does not prevail over the public
interest which would subserve
infrastructural project of public
importance which is a dream
project of this country and first
of its kind," it said. "In our view
the bullet train project is an in-
frastructural project of national
importance, a large numbers of
public would be benefited and
would have saved other benefits
for betterment of this country,"
the court said. Of the total
508.17 kilometres of rail track
between Mumbai and
Ahmedabad, about 21 km is
planned to be underground. One
of the entry points to the under-
ground tunnel falls on the land in
Vikhroli (owned by Godrej).

New Delhi, Feb 09 (PTI): 

Over 16 lakh Indians re-
nounced their Indian citi-
zenship since 2011 includ-
ing 2,25,620 last year, the
highest during the period,
while the lowest of 85,256
was in 2020, according to
government data. The year-
wise number of Indians
who renounced their citi-
zenship was provided by
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar in response to a
question in Rajya Sabha.

Jaishankar said the
number of Indians who re-
nounced their Indian citi-
zenship in 2015 was
1,31,489, while 1,41,603 peo-
ple gave it up in 2016 and
1,33,049 in 2017. In 2018, the
number was 1,34,561, while
1,44,017 renounced their cit-
izenship in 2019, 85,256 in
2020 and 1,63,370 in 2021.
The number in 2022 was

2,25,620, according to the
minister. For reference pur-
poses, Jaishankar said the
data for 2011 was 1,22,819,
while it was 1,20,923 in 2012,
1,31,405 in 2013 and 1,29,328
in 2014. The total number of
Indians who gave up their
Indian citizenship since
2011 comes to 16,63,440.

To a specific query, he
said, according to infor-
mation, five Indian nation-
als obtained the citizen-
ship of the United Arab
Emirates during the last
three years. Jaishankar
also provided a list of 135
countries whose citizen-
ship Indians acquired. To
another question, Minister
of State for External
Affairs V Muraleedharan
said the government is
aware of the issue of pro-
fessionals having been laid
off by US companies in re-
cent months.

New Delhi, Feb 09 (PTI): 

The application process
for second edition of the
Common University
Entrance Test (CUET)-UG
began on Thursday night
and will remain open till
March 12, UGC Chairman
M Jagadesh Kumar said.
The exam is scheduled to
be conducted from May
21-31.

"Online submission of
application form for CUET-
UG for admission to under-
graduate programmes will
start tonight. Last date for
submission of applications

is March 12, 2023.
"Announcement of the city
of examination is on April
30. Downloading of Admit
cards from the NTA web-
site from second week of
May, 2023," Kumar said on
Thursday.

The University Grants
Commission (UGC) in
March last year announced
that undergraduate admis-
sions will be conducted in
all central universities
through a common en-
trance test and not on the
basis of Class 12 marks.

The undergraduate ad-
mission process in univer-
sities will be completed by
July 2023 and the new aca-
demic session can begin on
August 1. "Examination
will be conducted on multi-

ple days in three shifts, de-
pending on the number of
candidates and subject
choices. Candidates can
apply for CUET (UG) - 2023
through the Online mode
only on the website
https://cuet.samarth.ac.in,
" Kumar said.

The CUET (UG) - 2023
will be conducted in 13 lan-
guages i.e. English, Hindi,
Assamese, Bengali,
Gujarati, Kannada,
Malayalam, Marathi, Odia,
Punjabi, Tamil, Telugu,
and Urdu.

The debut edition of
CUET-UG was conducted
in July last year and was
marred by glitches prompt-
ing the National Testing
Agency (NTA) to cancel
exams at multiple centres.

New Delhi, Feb 09 (PTI): 

The government in-
formed Parliament on
Thursday that the existing
policy does not provide for
reservation in the judici-
ary but judges, especially
collegium members, have
been told to keep in mind
sections of people who are
not represented adequately
while making their recom-
mendations for appoint-
ments of judges.

During Question Hour
in the Rajya Sabha, DMK
leader Tiruchi Siva asked
if the government would
consider the possibility of
introducing a reservation
policy in the appointment
of judges. Law and Justice
Minister Kiren Rijiju said,
"As per the existing policy
and provision, there is no
reservation in the Indian
judiciary."

"However, I have already
reminded all the hon-
ourable judges, especially
the collegium members, to
keep in mind while recom-
mending the names to in-
clude members from back-
ward communities, women
and other categories which
are not represented ade-
quately in the Indian judi-

ciary," he added.
Responding to a separate
query on the pendency of
cases in Gujarat, Minister
of State for Law and
Justice S P Singh Baghel
said about 14,47,459 cases
were pending so far in the
state. To another query on
extending the panel of
lawyers appointed by the

National Legal Services
Authority (NLSA) to pro-
vide free legal aid to those
deprived of legal counsel,
the minister said free legal
aid is being provided to
such people by NLSA, State
Legal Services Authority
(SLSA), District Legal
Services Authority (DLSA)
and at taluka level.

Nabarangpur (Odisha), Feb 09 (PTI): 

A 35-year-old man from
Odisha's Koraput district
walked several kilometres
with his wife's body on his
shoulder after she died in
an auto-rickshaw while re-
turning from a hospital in
neighbouring Andhra
Pradesh. Policemen spot-
ted Samulu Pangi and
arranged an ambulance to
take the body of his wife
Ide Guru (30) home in
Sorada village of Pottangi
block.

Pangi had admitted his
ailing wife to a hospital in
Sangivalasa in
Visakhapatnam district of
Andhra Pradesh. However,

the doctors there said she
was not responding to
treatment and advised him
to take her back home,
around 100 kilometres
away. Pangi said he hired
an auto-rickshaw for re-

turning to his village but
Guru died midway near
Vizianagaram. The auto
driver then refused to con-
tinue the journey and
dropped them on Chelluru
Ring Road before leaving
the spot.

Finding no other way,
Pangi started walking to-
wards home, which was
still around 80 kilometres
away, carrying his wife's
body on his shoulder. After
some time, alerted by local
people, Rural Circle
Inspector TV Tirupati Rao
and Gantyada sub-inspec-
tor Kiran Kumar stopped
him. Initially, the Andhra
Pradesh policemen were
finding it difficult to gauge

what Pangi was saying due
to language problem. Later,
one person was found who
understands the Odisha
man's language. The po-
lice officials, after ascer-
taining what had hap-
pened, arranged for an
ambulance that took
Pangi and his wife's body
to his village.

While Pangi thanked
the police for their help,
the locals appreciated the
men for their timely re-
sponse. This incident is a
reminder of a 2016 inci-
dent at Bhawanipatna in
Odisha when another
man, Dana Majhi, walked
for around 12 kilometres
carrying the body of his

wife on his shoulder after
being denied a hearse by a
hospital.

Battle royale over Tripura’s
heartland Dhanpur

Sonamura (Tripura), Feb 09 (PTI): 

"Tripurar bhalo din
pherot aita se, Kalo raat
sesh hoita se" (Tripura's
good days are back, the
dark night is over), the song
in local dialect set to a pop-
ular folk tune, blared from
a microphone atop the
truck crammed with
CPI(M) volunteers wearing
red tees with the hammer
and sickle sign, rushing
along the highway to
Dhanpur. The battle for
Dhanpur, about eight kilo-
metres from the sub-divi-
sional headquarters of
Sonamura, is on.

The BJP has pitted its
central minister Pratima
Bhoumik in a prestige
fight to wrest the Left bas-
tion, where she had lost
five years back to former

chief minister and
Communist veteran Manik
Sarkar. "Takkar er lorai
hobe, kintu amra jitbo (It
will be a tough battle but
we shall win)," beamed a
confident Bhoumik, the
first Tripura woman to be
a central minister, in an in-
terview to PTI. "I have been
working hard for the entire
West Tripura parliamen-
tary constituency (which
includes Dhanpur) I espe-
cially concentrated on our
tribal villages," she said.

The Communist party's
old warhorse Sarkar who
represented the constituen-
cy four times in a row is
not contesting the election
but is concentrating on
touring the state to try and
win it back in alliance with
Congress, after being in
power for seven terms in

the last 50 years. The
CPI(M) has fielded
Kaushik Chanda in the
Dhanpur battle which lo-
cals expect to be a straight
fight between lotus and the
hammer-sickle-and-star
symbols, despite TMC
fielding Habil Miah and
Tipra Motha nominating
Amiya Dayal Naotia.

The constituency, largely
agricultural, has just 48,000
voters, of whom last time
around 40,000 voted. Some
11,000 tribals and 14,000
Muslims in the area make
it an interesting demo-
graphic mix for campaign
managers. Sarkar had won
the seat in 2018 by a little
over 5,000 votes. "The
CPI(M) has been winning
this seat since 1970s. We
are more than confident
that we will retain it this

time too. The tribals had
voted for Tipra Motha in
the tribal autonomous dis-
trict council in 2021, but
this is for the state elec-
tions and we believe that
they will continue to be
with the party as they have
in the past," said Ratan
Saha, CPI(M) Sonamura
sub-division committee
secretary.

A revived CPI(M) which
had been losing ground
ever since it lost the 2018 as-
sembly election is visibly
displaying its strength in
the area. The number of
red flags far outnumber the
lotus or the Tipra Motha's
red-yellow banners.
Convoys of trucks and mo-
torcycles ferrying SFI (the
communist students' wing)
and CPI(M) activists are
common here.
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PWD workers remove illegal encroachments outside the AAP office in New Delhi, Thursday.

ANTI-ENCROACHMENT DRIVE

President Droupadi Murmu during the inauguration of a national convention on ‘Women as Foundation of
Value-based Society’ and launch of an all-India awareness campaign ‘Empowering the Family’, at the Om
Shanti Retreat Centre of Brahmakumaris, in Gurugram, Thursday.

EMPOWERING THE FAMILY

INSENSITIVE ADMINISTRATION

Man walks kms with wife’s body on shoulders after her death 
As auto driver refuses to take them home

‘No provision for reservation in judiciary’CPI(M) calls BJP's
'Amrit kaal' as

'Jahar kaal'
AAmmaarrppuurr  ((TTrriippuurraa)),,  FFeebb  0099  ((PPTTII))::
The CPI(M) on Thursday
lashed out at BJP's slogan of
'Amrit kaal' (Golden age), and
claimed that the right-wing
party's term in office should be
described as 'Jahar kaal'
(Poison age).

The Left party which is
locked in a keenly contested
battle in the northeastern state
with the BJP, also alleged that
its rival had launched an attack
on the country's constitution
besides trying to use religion
as a tool for political gain.

"Prime Minister Modi has
said that his government has
been giving free rations to the
poor, but we find that the food
subsidy in this year's budget
has been slashed by Rs 90,000
This is not Amrit kaal, it is
Jahar Kaal," said CPI(M) polit-
buro member Brinda Karat at a
rally in Amarpur, 70 kms south
from state capital Agartala.

‘2.25 lakh people 
renounced Indian 

citizenship in 2022’

Application process for
CUET-UG begins

To go on till
March 12
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N DDiissmmiisssseess  GGooddrreejj  &&  BBooyyccee  pplleeaa  aaggaaiinnsstt  llaanndd  aaccqquuiissiittiioonn

Kiren Rijiju


