
Road rage
BBeennggaalluurruu:: A man was
dragged on the bonnet
of a car for a kilometre
in a road rage incident
in the city on Friday,
police said. The CCTV
footage of the incident
has gone viral on social
media showing one
Darshan struggling to
stay put on the car,
allegedly driven by a
woman identified as
Priyanka. According to
police, a road accident
between Darshan’s car
and Priyanka’s vehicle
took place on the
Jnanabharathi Main
Road in the morning. As
Priyanka’s car allegedly
crashed with Darshan’s
car, the latter came out
of the vehicle. When
Darshan tried to stop
the car and speak to the
occupants, Priyanka
allegedly accelerated
the car at high speed
and drove away.

EC displeasure
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Days after
Congress leader Ajoy
Kumar was allegedly
attacked in Tripura, the
Election Commission on
Friday conveyed its “dis-
pleasure” to the state
chief secretary and
police chief and asked
them to explain as to
why the situation got
escalated despite pres-
ence of sufficient num-
ber central forces,
sources said. The poll
panel also took “strin-
gent” action against
some officers “for not
taking appropriate
action in time”. It
ordered suspension and
immediate removal of
Jirania sub-division,
West Tripura sub divi-
sional police officer. The
poll watchdog also
ordered immediate
removal of officer-in-
charge of Ranibazaar
police station and offi-
cer-in-charge of Jirania
police station.

Girl suicide
LLaattuurr:: A 14-year-old girl
allegedly committed sui-
cide citing mental harass-
ment by her teacher in
Maharashtra’s Latur dis-
trict, police said on
Friday. Shrawani Sanjay
Naiknavare, a Class 9 stu-
dent at a private school,
allegedly hanged herself
at her house in Ausa Road
on Wednesday evening,
an official said. In a sui-
cide note recovered from
the scene, the victim
claimed that a male
teacher in the school had
mentally harassed her by
taunting her in class, he
said. Based on a com-
plaint lodged by the girl’s
mother, the police have
registered a case under
relevant sections of the
Indian Penal Code, the
official said, adding that
no arrest has been made
in this regard.

BRAVERY AWARD

(L-R) Krishna Menariya from Rajasthan, Azaan Kapoor from Punjab and Krishna
Nimesh Sheth from Maharashtra who are selected for the National Bravery Award,
during a press conference ahead of Republic Day 2023, in New Delhi, Friday.

PARADE REHEARSALS

National Service Scheme volunteers march past during rehearsals for the
Republic Day Parade 2023, at Kartavya Path in New Delhi, Friday.

BRIEF

An artist makes busts of
Netaji Subhash Chandra
Bose for his upcoming 

birthday, at Krishnanagar in
Nadia, Friday.
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Nandini Nagar (Gonda,
UP), Jan 20 (PTI): Under-
fire Wrestling Federation
of India (WFI) chief Brij
Bhushan Sharan Singh on
Friday termed the protest
by the country’s top grap-
plers “dharna of Shaheen
Bagh” and reiterated that
he won’t quit from the
post. The agitating
wrestlers on Friday
reached out to the Indian
Olympic Association
(IOA), demanding forma-
tion of an enquiry commit-
tee to probe the allegations
of sexual harassment
against Singh, a day after
threatening to lodge multi-
ple FIRs against the WFI
chief. However, Singh has
stuck to his stand to not re-
linquish the post. “The
protest by wrestlers
against me is the dharna of
Shaheen Bagh,” Singh,
who is also a sixth-time
Lok Sabha MP from UP’s
Kaisarganj constituency,

told reporters in his native
place here. Singh also
termed the protest in
Delhi’s Jantar Mantar an
attack on BJP and orches-
trated by the Congress
party. Earlier speaking to a
TV channel, he had said,
“The protesting players
have become a toy in the
hands of Congress and
Deepinder Hooda. This
type of conspiracy was

done against me by the
Congress almost three
decades ago. Once again
the conspiracy has been re-
peated. “I had earlier said
that there was a conspira-
cy, and big powers are be-
hind it. Now those forces
are coming out in the
open.” He added, “The pic-
ture becomes more clear
with the tweets and state-
ments by Congress general

secretary Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra and
Deepinder Hooda. This at-
tack is not only on me, but
on the Bharatiya Janata
Party through me,” Singh
had said. Singh is sched-
uled to hold a press confer-
ence at Nandini Nagar
Stadium in Gonda later in
the evening.

Top Indian wrestlers
had on Thursday refused
to back down from their
demand to disband the
WFI as they met union
sports minister Anurag
Thakur. Celebrated Indian
wrestlers, including
Olympic medallist Bajrang
Punia and Sakshi Malik,
world championship
medallist Vinesh Phogat
and others have been stag-
ing a sit-in protest for the
past two days at Jantar
Mantar against the WFI
president, accusing him of
sexual harassment and in-
timidation.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJaann  2200  ((PPTTII))::

Aviation regulator DGCA on
Friday imposed a penalty of Rs
30 lakh on Air India as well as
suspended the license of the
pilot-in-command of the New
York-Delhi flight in which a
person allegedly urinated on a
female co-passenger. 

In the incident, which hap-
pened on November 26, 2022,
the watchdog has also slapped
a fine of Rs 3 lakh on Air
India’s Director of in-flight
services for failing to dis-
charge her duties.

The enforcement actions
for violation of applicable
norms come nearly two
months after the incident,
which came to the notice of
the Directorate General of

Civil Aviation (DGCA) only on
January 4. This is also the first
time that DGCA has penalised
an airline for unruly passenger
behaviour onboard a flight. In
a statement, an Air India
spokesperson said it is in
receipt of the DGCA order and
studying it. “We respectfully
acknowledge the gaps in our
reporting and are taking rele-
vant steps to ensure that the
same are addressed. We are
also strengthening our crews’
awareness of and compliance
with policies on the handling
of incidents involving unruly
passengers,” the airline
spokesperson said. On
Thursday, Air India had
imposed a four-month flying
ban on Mishra, who is in jail
now. Earlier, the airline had

barred him from flying for 30
days. In its statement on
Friday, the Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA) said
enforcement actions have
been taken in the incident,
which came to the notice of
the regulator on January 4.

The watchdog had issued
show cause notices to Air
India’s Accountable Manager,
Director in-flight services, all
the pilots and cabin crew
members of that flight as to
why enforcement action
should not be taken against
them for dereliction of their
regulatory obligations.

DGCA examined the written
replies of Air India and the
personnel involved and decid-
ed on the enforcement
actions.

New Delhi, Jan 20 (PTI):

A charge sheet filed by
an investigating agency is
not a public document,
the Supreme Court said
on Friday, holding that
putting it in public do-
main will violate the
rights of both the victim
and the accused.

The top court made the
observations while hear-
ing a plea by journalist
Saurav Das seeking free
public access to charge
sheets and final reports
filed as per Section 173 of
the Code of Criminal
Procedure, 1973. “If the
relief as prayed in the
present petition is al-
lowed and all the

chargesheets and rele-
vant documents produced
along with the
chargesheets are put on
the public domain or on
the websites of the State
Governments it will be
contrary to the Scheme of

the Criminal Procedure
Code and it may as such
violate the rights of the
accused as well as the vic-
tim and/or even the in-
vestigating agency.
“Putting the FIR on the
website cannot be equat-

ed with putting the
charge sheets along with
the relevant documents
on the public domain and
on the websites of the
State Governments,” a
bench of Justices M R
Shah and C T Ravikumar
said.

The top court dis-
missed the PIL for lack of
merit. The apex court
orally observed that if
FIRs are given to those
unrelated to the case like
busybodies and NGOs,
they might be misused.
Advocate Prashant
Bhushan submitted it is
the duty of every public
authority to put out that
information suo motu (of
its own accord).

SC to hear plea of disqualified
Lakshadweep MP 

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The Supreme Court Friday agreed to hear on January
27 the plea of Mohammed Faizal, who was disqualified as Lok
Sabha MP following his conviction in an attempt to murder case,
challenging the Election Commission’s press note announcing
conduct of by-election in his erstwhile Lakshadweep constituen-
cy. A bench of Chief Justice DY Chandrachud and Justice PS
Narasimha took note of the submissions of senior advocate Kapil
Sibal, appearing for Faizal, that he wanted the Kerala High Court
to decide on his plea for suspension of conviction and sentence
before the by-election is notified.

New Delhi, Jan 20 (PTI):

In a relief to filmmaker
Leena Manimekalai, the
Supreme Court on Friday
granted her interim pro-
tection from coercive ac-
tion in connection with
FIRs registered against
her in various states over
a controversial poster of
her upcoming documen-
tary film showing god-
dess Kali smoking a ciga-
rette.

A bench of Chief
Justice D Y Chandrachud
and Justice P S
Narasimha issued notices
to the Centre, Delhi,
Madhya Pradesh, Uttar
Pradesh and Uttarakhand
governments on her plea.

The top court noted
that a look out circular
has been issued against
her. “No coercive steps
shall be taken against the
petitioner either on the
basis of FIRs or pursuant
to any FIR which may
have been lodged or may
be lodged in relation of
the same matter...

“At this stage, it may be
noted that lodging of FIRs
in multiple case may be of
serious prejudice. We are
inclined to issue notice so
that all FIRs can be con-
solidated in one place in
accordance with law,” the
bench said.

Advocate Kamini
Jaiswal, appearing for
Manimekalai, submitted

she had no intention of
hurting religious feelings.
She said the objective of
the film was to depict the
goddess in an inclusive
sense.

In her petition filed
through advocate Indira
Unninayar, Manimekalai
has said her attempt as a
creative filmmaker was
not to offend the religious
sentiment of anyone but
to depict the image of a
radically inclusive god-
dess. She has said her
documentary film shows
the broad-minded traits of
the goddess.

She has made the four
states respondents in her
plea along with some in-
dividuals.

New Delhi, Jan 20 (PTI):

The government is like-
ly to extend fiscal incen-
tives for the production of
toys, bicycles and leather
and footwear in the forth-
coming budget as it looks
to expand production
linked incentive (PLI)
scheme to cover more
high-employment poten-
tial sectors, sources said.

The government has al-
ready rolled out the
scheme with an outlay of
about Rs 2 lakh crore for
as many as 14 sectors, in-
cluding automobiles and
auto components, white
goods, pharma, textiles,
food products, high-effi-
ciency solar PV modules,
advance chemistry cell
and speciality steel.

The scheme aims to
make domestic manufac-
turing globally competi-
tive and create global
champions in manufactur-
ing, and it is yielding solid
results, sources said.

A proposal to extend PLI
scheme benefits to differ-
ent sectors such as toys
and leather is at advanced
stages of finalisation and
there is a likelihood that it
may figure in the Budget,
they added.

One of the sources said
there are some savings
from this Rs 2 lakh crore
which could be considered
for other sectors.

The Budget for 2023-24 is
scheduled to be presented
by Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
February 1.

KKoocchhii,,  JJaann  2200  ((PPTTII))::  The Kerala
High Court on Friday granted
anticipatory bail to four peo-
ple, including a former Director
General of Police (DGP), in
connection with the 1994 ISRO
espionage case.

The Supreme Court on
December 2 last year quashed
the Kerala High Court order
granting the anticipatory bail
to the accused and remanded
the matter back to the High
Court and directed it to decide
the issue within four weeks.

Justice K Babu, while granti-
ng the anticipatory bail, direct-
ed them to appear before the
investigating officer on
January 27. The High Court
directed the investigating
agency to grant them bail in

case the accused were arrest-
ed on that day and asked the
accused to appear before the
sleuths every Monday and
Friday for the next two weeks
after that. The court banned
the accused also from travel-
ling abroad and granted bail on
sureties worth Rs one lakh.

The apex court had directed
the High Court to decide the
petitions “afresh on its own
merits.” The Supreme Court
directive came on the CBI’s
appeal against the High Court
order granting bail to former
Gujarat DGP R B Sreekumar,
two former police officers of
Kerala S Vijayan and Thampi S
Durga Dutt, and a retired intel-
ligence official P S
Jayaprakash.

New Delhi, Jan 20 (PTI):

Lt Commander Disha
Amrith, a woman naval
air operations official post-
ed at a strategic base, will
lead the Indian Navy’s
Republic Day contingent
of 144 young sailors and
its tableau will showcase
the ‘Nari Shakti’ in force.

Navy officials said three
women and five men
Agniveers will also partic-
ipate in the parade at
Kartavya Path.

Besides Amrith, anoth-
er woman officer — Sub Lt
Valli Meena S — will be
among the three platoon
commanders of the naval
contingent. A Bachelor of
Engineering in Computer
Science from BMS College

of Engineering in
Karnataka, 29-year-old
Amrith was part of the
National Cadet Corps’s
Republic Day team in 2008
and harboured the dream
of being part of the
marching contingents of
one of the three services at
the celebrations in Delhi.

“Since 2008, I was nur-
turing this dream of being
part of the Republic Day
contingent of the armed
forces. It is an amazing op-
portunity that the Indian
Navy has given me (to lead
the naval contingent),” she
said.

The officer, who hails
from Mangaluru, got into
the Navy in 2016 and has
been posted at a key naval
facility in the Andaman

and Nicobar islands after
completing her training in
2017. “I am an aviator for
Dornier aircraft and have
been carrying out sorties
in the plane,” she told PTI.

Last month, Navy Chief
Admiral R Hari Kumar
said the Navy is looking at
opening all its branches
for women from 2023.

Sharing her experience,
Amrith said she always
wanted to be part of the
armed forces and it was
partly inspired by her par-
ents as well.

“My father also wanted
to be part of the services
but could not. I am proud
to be part of the Navy and
will continue to serve the
Navy with full zeal and
dedication,” she said.

Congress to 
launch campaign to

spread Rahul’s message
across India

KKaatthhuuaa  ((JJ&&KK)),,  JJaann  2200  ((PPTTII)):: The
Congress will launch a two-month
door-to-door campaign across
India from next week to spread
Rahul Gandhi’s message among
the masses, senior leader Jairam
Ramesh said on Friday. The
Gandhi-led Bharat Jodo Yatra is a
fight between the BJP-RSS com-
bine’s ideology and the Congress,
which has always believed in unity
and brotherhood, Ramesh said and
mentioned that his party had pre-
pared a “charge sheet” against the
Prime Minister Narendra Modi-led
central government. “The
Congress has prepared a charge
sheet against the Modi govern-
ment that will be released in Delhi
on Saturday. We will go with
copies of the charge sheet along
with the message of Rahul Gandhi
to every household in the country,”
the Ramesh, the Congress general
secretary said at the end of the
Bharat Jodo Yatra’s first day here.

WFI chief compares wrestlers’
protest with Shaheen Bagh stir

Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh refuses to quit

Wrestling Federation of India (WFI) President Brij
Bhushan Sharan Singh arrives to speak with the media
regarding recent allegations of sexual harassment
against him, in Gonda district, Friday.

Putting charge sheet in public domain
may violate rights of accused, victims: SC

New York-Delhi flight urination incident

DGCA slaps Rs 30 lakh fine on Air India,
suspends pilot license for 3 mths 

Govt may announce PLI scheme
for more sectors in Budget

ISRO spy case

HC grants former
cops advance bail

Woman naval air operations officer to lead
Indian Navy’s contingent at R-Day parade

Goddess Kali poster row

SC says no coercive action to be taken
against filmmaker Leena Manimekalai
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Released murder convict makes gang;
commits thefts with three accomplices

Central Chronicle News
BBhhiillaaii,,  JJaann  2200::  With the arrest of
four ruffians, police claimed to have
solved six cases of thefts which oc-
curred in Patan Police Station lim-
its. They targeted the mobile shops,
locked houses and grocery stores at
06 different places. They moved
around on bike or car to conduct
recce before committing thefts.
They lifted the shop shutters with
crowbars (Sabbal) to trespass into
the locked shops and commit
thefts. Kingpin of the gang has al-
ready spent 16 years in jail after
being convicted for murder. He be-
friended other inmates of the jail
and formed a gang after getting re-
leased from jail. Police recovered
stolen booty worth Rs 10 lakh, one
four wheeler (Tavera) used in theft
and 3 two-wheelers from the ac-
cused. It was a joint action of Anti-
Crime and Cyber Unit Durg; Police
Station Patan and Police Station
Jamgaon (R).

While addressing media persons

at Patan on Friday, SP Dr Abhishek
Pallava informed that they have
been receiving complaints regard-
ing thefts at various villages of Durg
district. Taking the matter into seri-
ous cognizance, joint teams of
ACCU and police stations made ef-
forts to trace the accused under the
guidance of ASP (Rural) Anant
Sahu, SDOP (Patan) Devansh Singh
Rathore and DSP (Crime)
NaasarSiddhiqui. The joint team led
by ACCU I/c Inspector Santosh
Mishra, SHO (Patan) Rajkumar
Lahre, SHO (Jamgaon) Sub-
Inspector RadheshyamJuri rounded
up a suspect in village Gadadeeh.

The suspect Abhishek Joseph (24)
son of John Herald a resident of Utai
confessed involvement in thefts. He
disclosed the names of his accom-
plices including Hitesh Kumar Sahu
(35) son of KishanSahu a resident
of Utai; Ghanshyam Rajput (24) son
of Panchanand Singh Rajput a resi-
dent of Utai and Rajesh Ratre (40)
son of Anand Ratre a resident of
Patan. All four are friends and used
to meet at Utai Bus Stand. About 03
months ago, they together planned
and burgled 22 sacks of paddy, LCD
TV etc from the house of Yogesh
Kumar Narang in village Katro.
Later on December 01, 2022, they

committed theft at the mobile shop
of Hitesh Kumar Sahu in village
Katro. On the intervening night of
January 07 and 08, they targeted
the Sahu Mobile Shop and Choice
Center in village Gudhiyari. On the
same night, they committed theft
at Sewa Kendra and Mobile Shop of
village Pauha. On January 10, they
burgled groceries and other items
from a Shop in village Sehgaon of
Nandani Nagar. On January 17, they
had stolen a Hydraulic Pump,
TulluPump and tools from village
Pandar. 

All the four accused have been
arrested and sent to jail on judicial
remand. The accused Rajesh Ratre
has served 15 years of imprison-
ment on charges of murder. All the
other accused also have criminal
records. ACCU Assistant Sub-
Inspector Chandrashekhar Soni,
Head Constable RumanSonwani,
Constable Rajkumar Chandra,
Pankaj Chaturvedi, Constables
Vikrant and Dinesh played a vital
role in arresting the accused.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 20: Police ar-
rested three ruffians on
charges of theft of metal
scrap. About six tonnes of
metal scrap worth Rs 3.60
lakhs loaded on a pickup
truck was recovered from
their possession.

The vehicle was parked
in front of a godown.
During interrogation, it
was discovered that
godown owner Shiv
Sharma is the kingpin of
the gang of thieves in-
volved in thefts of metal
scrap. Police are trying to
trace the absconding ac-
cused Shiv Sharma.

CSP Prabhat Kumar
(IPS) informed that on
January 19, they received
a complaint from one
Ramesh Soni regarding
theft of components of LN
Tower and TTH Tower
from Hathkhoj. The com-

ponents were made of an-
gles and checker plates
and were weighing around
six tonnes.

Under the guidance of
SP Dr Abhishek Pallava,
Old Bhilai Police launched
investigations and the net-
work of informers was ac-
tivated. Meanwhile, police
received a tip off regard-
ing some ruffians who
were trying to sell metal
scrap. Acting on the tip off,
the police team swung into
action and the suspects

were taken into custody.
During interrogation, the
suspects revealed that one
Shiv Sharma of
Khursipar had asked them
to steal LN Tower and
TTH Tower components.
After committing theft,
they concealed some metal
in the bushes in
Engineering Park
Hathkhoj and loaded the
remaining metal on a
Pickup Truck. They had
parked this truck near the
godown of Shiv Sharma.

Police arrested
BansilalBarle (25) son of
Balaram Barley a resident
of Shivaji Nagar,
Khursipar; Harsh Taneja
(21) son of Anil Kumar
Taneja of Gol Market,
Vaishali Nagar and Jasbir
Singh (29) son of Late
Jaswant Singh a resident
of Khursipar under the
provisions mentioned in
section 457, 380 of IPC.
Police are trying to trace
the absconding accused
Shiv Sharma.

Bhilai, Jan 20: Under the
14th Tribal Youth
Exchange Programme,
Border Security Force has
selected and sent 20 tribal
youth including 10 boys
and 10 girls from Kanker
for a tour to Chandigarh. It
is the second group of trib-
al youth sent on tour of
other cities under this pro-
gramme.

The group of tribal
youth is being accompa-
nied by one female and
one male officer / person-
nel of Border Security
Force. BSF is organising
fourteen such tours this
year for about 290 youth.

Under this exposure
visit, the tribal youth will
be able to understand the
cultural ethos, language,
lifestyles of the people de-
picting Socio -economic

and Cultural Development
and Development process
unity in the diversity as-
pect of our national life.

They will be exposed to
the technological and in-
dustrial advancement that
have taken place in differ-
ent states of the country
with focus on various de-
velopmental activities,
skill development, educa-

tional and employment op-
portunities available
there.

They will be sensitized
about their rich tradition-
al & cultural heritage.
This programme will help
the tribal youth to develop
emotional linkages with
their peer groups in other
parts of the country and
enhance their self esteem.

IG Indraj Singh (BSF
Frontier Headquarters,
Special Operations,
Chhattisgarh) and DIG
(Intelligence) Dinesh
Murmu interacted with
the youth at BSF
Headquarters in Risali be-
fore their departure for
Chandigarh. They extend-
ed greetings and best
wishes to the youth.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 20:
Department of Education
and Department of
Sociology of St Thomas
College jointly organised a
Webinar on 'Human
Trafficking- Modern Day
Slavery'. The programme
began with the welcome
speech ofprincipal Dr MG
Roymon. Administrator of
the college father Dr Joshi
Varghese gracedthe occa-
sion by giving his presence.

Dr Sudha Bharadwaj,
Trade Unionist and Human
Rights Lawyer, Mumbai
was the GuestSpeaker of
the event. Dr Sudha
Bharadwaj, focused on the

various causes of hu-
mantrafficking and how it
can be controlled and vari-
ous Provisions in the Penal
Code to curb thismenace
from the society. The stu-
dents of BA and BEd active-
ly participated in thediscus-
sion hour of the webinar
and made it a sounding suc-
cess. Head of
EducationDepartment, Dr

Sheeja Thomas, introduced
the guestspeaker and Head
In charge ofSociology
Department, Deepti
Santosh, proposed the Vote
o f T h a n k s . D r R u p a
Shrivastavconducted the
program. Dr J Maju,
Chandan Dekate and Dr
Hari Prakash
Sonwaniextended technical
support.

Chamber delegate
inspects parking possibilities

under overbridge on NH
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 20:
Chhattisgarh Chamber of
Commerce and Industries,
Bhilai Unit on Friday ac-
companied the officials of
National Highway, PWD
Department and Municipal
Corporation and inspected
the under construction fly-
over on GE Road. During
this, the traders, under the-
leadership of State General
Secretary of the Chamber,
Ajay Bhasin, demanded
that parkingarrangements
be made under the flyover,
on which the officials
agreed and assured to make
arrangements. In this re-
gard, a detailed discussion
took place between the
chamber members and the
officials.

Giving information in a
press communique, State
General Secretary of the
Chamber, Ajay Bhasin said
that the Chamber had been
demanding for a parking

arrangement under the
under-construction flyover
on GE Road since long. He
added that there is a lot of
parking problem in the mar-
kets adjacent to GE Road in-
cluding Power House and
SupelaAkashganga of the
city. In such a situation,
parking arrangement under
the flyover will provide a lot
of relief not only to the
traders but also to the com-
mon people. It was in this
regard that chamber delega-
tion visited the spot. During
this, the chamber members

talked about developing this
place on the lines of
Rajnandgaon, so that along
with parking, a well-organ-
ized and beautiful arrange-
ment can be made here. SK
Jha from PWD Department,
Abhijeet Soni from
National Highways
Department, Corporation
Zone Commissioner
Rajendra Nayak, Sanjay
Sharma and chamber mem-
bers Vinay Singh, Prakash
Makhija, Babi, Sunil
Mishra were mainly pres-
ent during the discussion.

Trainee IAS officers visit 
flagship schemes of CG Govt

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 20: On Friday,
a team of 22 trainee IAS of-
ficers witnessed the ambi-
tious projects of
Chhattisgarh government.
On their arrival to Bhilai,
they met Bhilai Municipal
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Rohit Vyas.
He detailed the team about
the major schemes of the
government.

After meeting the BMC
Commissioner, the team
went out to get acquainted
with the important
schemes of Chhattisgarh
government. The team
came to know about the
health benefits people are
getting from the camp of
the Mobile Medical Unit.

Along with medical con-
sultation, the beneficiaries
are getting free pathology
tests, medicines, etc. The
team interacted with the
doctors and the beneficiar-
ies who had come for treat-

ment and inquired about
the benefits of the health
camp. Beneficiaries stated
that health camps are or-
ganized near their home
and locality through mo-
bile medical units.

They do not need to go to
other places and wait in
long queues. Further, the
treatment is done free of
cost. The team members
praised the scheme of
Chhattisgarh Government.
Trainee IAS team visited

Dhanwantri Medical Store
where the people are getting
medicines with 55 percent
discount. The team said
that this scheme will prove
to be a boon for the poor and
middle class people.

They expressed happi-
ness over the availability of
medicines through the
scheme in the hospital
premises itself. The team of
IAS trainees also visited
the C Mart and appreciated
the collection of handmade

products from different dis-
tricts of Chhattisgarh
under one roof.

IAS Trainees also visited
Swami Atmanand English
Medium Government
School Sector 6. They over-
saw the different models
made by children and in-
spected the Physics,
Chemistry and Biology
Lab. They received infor-
mation about the concept
and purpose of Swami
Atmanand English

Medium School.
They also visited the as-

tronomy lab. The team
members stated that it is a
great initiative in the edu-
cation sector. They spoke to
the students and were im-
pressed with the quick re-
sponse of children in
English. Sub-Divisional
Officer Jageshwar
Kaushal, Superintending
Engineer BK Dewangan
and others were present
during the visit.
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Bhilai, Jan 20:
Renowned Supreme Court
Lawyer and prolific PIL
petitioner Ashwini
Upadhyay is going to de-
liver a lecture on
Ramrajya and
Constitution of India at
Kalamandir in Civic
Centre on January 22.
Prabuddha Parishad,
Chhattisgarh is hosting
this event. Retired Judge
Maitreyi Mathur will pre-
side over this program

while MP Vijay Baghel
will be the special guest.

Media in-charge Akhil
Mishra informed that
Ashwini Upadhyay is an
active lawyer at Supreme
Court and has filed sever-
al Public Interest
Litigations pertaining to
social, legal, governance
and a wide range of other
issues including corrup-
tion, religious conversion,
flexible laws, inaction of
public representatives,
etc. Aware citizens, social
workers, lawyers, youth,
men and women will at-
tend the programme.

Ashwini Upadhyay, pop-
ularly known as PIL Man,

is known for fighting
against the anomalies pre-
vailing in the society. He
studied law from
Chaudhary Charan Singh
University and after com-

pleting his law course, he
started practicing in the
Supreme Court.

After participating in
Jan Lokpal Movement, he
filed public interest litiga-
tions for the reforms in
the Indian legal and politi-
cal system. He is known
for nationalist thoughts
and sharing his views in
the debates of top news
channels. His pursuit for
PILs has been so relent-
less that in July 2022, the
Supreme Court said that it
would need to set up a spe-
cial court for Upadhyay's
PILs.

He has filed more than
50 public interest litiga-

tions. In his PILs,
Upadhyay has challenged
certain sections of Places
of Worship Act 1991;
sought uniform divorce
law for women; ban on the
practice of polygamy and
nikah halala in Muslim
community.

He had sought fast trac-
ing of criminal trials
against MPs and MLAs
besides seeking life ban on
convicted politicians from
contesting polls. In this
PIL, the SC had ordered
that public prosecutors
cannot withdraw criminal
cases against lawmakers
without sanction from
High Courts.

At Kalamandir 
on January 22

PIL Champion Ashwini Upadhyay to deliver 
lecture on Ramrajya and Constitution

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 20: The
cleaning of small and big
drains located in the city
including all those in var-
ious wards under Durg
Municipal limits is being
continuously done under
strict monitoring. Where
there are complaints of
filling of garbage in the
drains located in the
wards, cleaning is being
done on a priority basis
by deploying cleaning
gangs.

For this, the staff of the
Health Department of
the Municipal
Corporation is active. On
the directions of MLA
Arun Vora, Mayor
Dheeraj Bakliwal and
Commissioner Lokesh
Chandrakar, the corpora-

tion staff is engaged in
cleaning work with
promptness.

On Friday, the cleaning
work of Kelabari Surana
College Ward No 40 drain
has been started, and the
entire stretch is being
cleaned, which was in-

spected by Health
Department in-charge
Hameed Khokhar. Apart
from this, cleaning of
drains is done regularly
in the whole city.

In the same sequence,
ward number 40 drain
cleaning work is in

progress. Cleaning of
Shankar Nagar drain is
being done continuously,
from Malviya Nagar to
Santrabari, Sindhi
Colony, Shankar Nagar
via Girdhari Nagar and
all the drains of the city
including Urla Basti.

Cleaning of ‘nullah’ near Kelabari-Surana
College initiated on war-footing

20 youth depart for Chandigarh under
Tribal Youth Exchange Programme

Webinar organised on ‘Human
Trafficking- Modern Day Slavery’

Ruffians held with stolen metal scrap worth Rs 3.60 lakh
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Ambikapur, Jan 20: Two-
day working committee
meeting of BJP started in
Ambikapur here on
Friday. In this meeting,
startegy would be formu-
lated for the state as per
the decisions taken in the
BJP’s national working
committee meeting held
recently in Delhi.

In the first session, the
meeting of BJP’s office
bearers was held and after
which the BJP state work-
ing committee meeting
started in the presence of

BJP State co-in-charge
Nitin Nabin, BJP State
President Arun Sao, BJP
National V-P Dr Raman
Singh, Union Minister of
State Renuka Singh and
general secretary BJP
Pawan Sai were present.

BJP State President
Arun Sao in his address
said that the term of BJP
National President JP
Nadda has been extended
for one year. BJP would be
contesting the next
Vidhan Sabha poll in
Chhattisgarh and the LS
polls on the achievements
of the BJP’s central gov-
ernment under leadership
of PM Narendra Modi and
the development works
done by the BJP in 15
years of its rule in

Chhattisgarh and under
leadership of BJP
National President JP
Nadda and with massive
mandate of general public
would  definitely win the
next polls.

Sao said that the
younger generation
should know that the new
Chhattisgarh state was
formed by the senior party
leader and ex-PM Late
Atal Bihari Vajpayee and
in 15 yrs of its rule, BJP
wrote a new chapter in
context of development in
the state and took the sick
and backward
Chhattisgarh to front-run-
ning and well-developed
state in the country. But
now with Congress gov-
ernment in the state, the

CM’s residence itself has
become centre of corrup-
tion, he alleged.

In the meeting LS MP
Santosh Pandey put up the
political resolution and it
was supported by the state
general secretary Kedar
Kashyap. Two proposals
were passed in the BJP’s
meeting and in the first
the PM Narendra Modi
was lauded for record win
in the Gujarat polls. In ad-
dition to this the commit-
tee expressed gratitude
and greetings to PM
Narendra Modi for pur-
chase of over 100 cr MT of
paddy in the state. In the
meeting, the committee
also expressed gratitude
towards the BJP national
leadership for the honour

of hosting the G-20 meet-
ing and selecting
Chhattisgarh for one of
its meeting.

Amit Sahu put forth
his views on
‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’,
Purandhar Mishra on
‘Bharat Shreshta Bharat’;
and BJ Pstate general sec-
retary OP Choudhary ex-
pressed views on ‘Mor
Aawas Mor Adhikar’.

This working commit-
tee meeting was attended
by BJP senior party
leader Ramvichar
Netam, Nandkumar Sai,
Vishnu Deo Sai,
Nankiram Kanwar,
Ramsewak Paikra,
Dharamlal Kaushik,
Amar Agrawal, Rajesh
Munat, Prem Prakash
Pandey, Sarguja div. in-
charge Sanjay
Shrivastava, Kiran Dev,
Raipur div. in-charge
Saurabh Singh, state gen.
secy. OP Choudhary,
Akhilesh Soni, state
spokesman Anurag
Singh Dev, Kedar Gupta,
Sandeep Sharam, BJP
district president Lalan
Pratap Singh, Major Anil
Singh, Bhaiyyalal
Rajwade and Kamalbhan
Singh.

BJP to contest VS, LS polls on
Centre’s achievements

And on develop-
ment by BJP govt
during its 15 yrs
rule

BJP passes two
political resolutions
in the state working
committee meeting

Expresses gratitude
towards PM Modi
for record victory in
Gujarat and for
paddy purchase
above 1 cr MT in
state

Raipur, Jan 20:
Chhattisgarh has become
the nation’s second-biggest
state in the country in
terms of donating paddy
to the central pool. Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
calling it a big achieve-
ment, has said that
Chhattisgarh has been cre-

ating new records in the
field of agriculture for the
past four years. He added
that this is the result of
the hard work of farmers
and their revived trust in
farming that the state is
gaining new achieve-
ments. The Chief
Minister, in his congratu-
latory message, said that
this is a big achievement
for the state that has bro-
ken old records.

Chief Minister Baghel
said that this year, the
state is creating a new
record of paddy purchas-
es. 103 lakh metric tonnes
of paddy had been pur-
chased till yesterday
evening. Hopefully, by the
last date of 31 January, we

will also surpass the esti-
mated figure of 110 lakh
metric tonnes.

According to the report
released by the
Government of India on 15
January, Chhattisgarh had
donated 92 lakh metric
tonnes of paddy to the
Central Pool. It has become
the second state to deposit
the highest quantity of
paddy. The farmer-friendly
policies of the
Chhattisgarh Government
have brought pleasant
changes in the field of agri-
culture and in the lives of
farmers. Under the leader-
ship of Chief Minister Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel, to pro-
mote crop productivity and
yield diversity, the Rajiv

Gandhi Kissan Nyaya
Yojana launched by the
Chhattisgarh Government
has emerged as a new force,
because of which there is a
continuous increase in the
number of farmers and
farming acreage. The
farmer-friendly schemes of
the Government of
Chhattisgarh have led to a
steady increase in the num-
ber of farmer registrations
in these four years. This
year, 24.96 lakh farmers
have registered, out of
which 2.3 lakh farmers are
new. This year 135 new pro-
curement centers have
started, because of which
the total number of pro-
curement centers has be-
come 2617.

Ch’garh becomes the second biggest state 
In terms of deposit-
ing the highest
quantity of paddy
to Central Pool

CM Baghel tweeted
a congratulatory
message, calls it a
big achievement

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJaann  2200:: Manoj Verma
has been appointed Public
Prosecutor of Raipur by
Department of Law and
Legislative Affairs,
Chhattisgarh Government.
Post of Raipur Public
Prosecutor was lying vacant
after the completion of 62
years of age of former
Public Prosecutor of Raipur
KK Shukla. After a pro-
longed appointment

process,  Manoj Verma has
been appointed as Public
Prosecutor. Expressing
delight over Manoj Verma’s
appointment as Public
Prosecutor, the advocates
including Hamid Jussain,
Aditya Jha, Raghvendra
Singh, Arvind Singh Chima,
Raju Ali, Nilesh Thakur, Deva
Dewangan, Yasmin Begum,
Vijay Kumar Bhoi, Vijay
Lanje, Mahendra Dewangan,

Moinuddin Qureshi, Vivek
Sahu, Morisha Naidu, Ranvir
SIngh Bhamra, Mohan Sahu,
Nayeem Rizvi, Vinod Bharat,
Shamim Parvin, Rakesh
Singh, Tarachand Kosle,
Sadik Ali and Rajendra Jain
have expressed gratitude
towards Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, law and
legal affairs minister Md
Akbar and advocate general
Satish Chandra Verma.

Manoj Verma appointed Raipur public prosecutor

Raipur, Jan 20 (PTI):
Shardul Thakur was
picked over Umran Malik
in the first ODI because he
adds “depth” to the Indian
batting but the Jammu and
Kashmir speedster re-
mains very much in the
scheme of things for the
ODI World Cup at home
this year, said bowling
coach Paras Mhambrey on
Friday.

Mhambrey said both
Thakur and Malik add
value to the team in differ-
ent ways.

“That (batting) is one of
the reasons why we picked
him (Thakur). He adds
depth to the batting. We
will have to see the surface
and decide the combination
accordingly. He has per-
formed well for India,”
Mhambrey said in the
media interaction ahead of
the second ODI.

On Malik, Mhambrey
said: “The way he has pro-
gressed, it is very hearten-
ing to see. Pace does matter

and adds a different dimen-
sion to the attack. The deci-
sion of playing him will de-
pend on surface and re-
quirement of the team
combination.

“He is very much in the
scheme of things as far as
world cup is concerned. He
adds a lot of value to the
team.”

Jasprit Bumrah has been
away from the team due to
back issues and Mhambrey
said the team is missing his
services.

“Bumrah is a unique
bowler and he is irreplace-
able, let’s accept that fact. It

is very difficult to replicate
his skills. On the order side,
it gives an opportunity for
others to be tested at this
level. We will find out what
they bring to the table and
how they deal with pres-
sure.”

When asked about
Mohammed Siraj, he was
all praise for the
Hyderabad pacer.

“I have seen him from
the India A set up. He did
exceedingly well with the
red ball. He used to get the
ball in but has worked on
his seam position to get the
ball away. He is a very im-
portant member of the
team not only for World
Cup but beyond that as
well.” New Zealand were
able to score 206 runs de-
spite losing six wickets for
131 runs on Wednesday. The
bowling coach said the
team discussed the issue at
length. “When you score
350 on a surface like that
you expect partnerships
from the other side, they

lost six quick wickets but
you expect in a game like
that, there will be a part-
nership, and they bat till 8.
Santner is a handy batter
as well.

“What is important is
you win games, you may be
tested. We have charted out
things we wanted to focus
on and implement in this
game. We are not looking at
too much experimentation
but we need to test players
that we have shortlisted.”

Mhambrey added that an
early start for the ODI
World Cup games at home
is something that ICC can
look into. “Ashwin raised a
valid point. Dew does play a
part in some venues. It de-
pends when and where you
are playing. When the ball
does get old, it really tilts to-
wards the bating side.

“The spin is not there
and makes batting easy. It is
something we can look
into. The ICC and other
members need to take this
forward. It is not my call.”

Both Thakur and Malik add value to team, who
plays will depend on surface: Paras Mhambrey

Bail to Soumya
Chourasia rejected
RRaaiippuurr,,  JJaann  2200::  The district
court has turned down the
bail application by the Dy.
Secretary in CM
Secretariat Soumya
Chourasia being involved
in money laundering and
coal levy case. The facts
by the defence in support
of the bail application was
turned down by the Court
one-by-one. After this the
Judge Ajay Singh in a two
line decision cancelled the
bail application. 

In this it was said that if
bail is granted to Soumya
Chourasia then it can
affect the evidence being
investigated and therefore
bail cannot be granted.
The advocate in the
defence of the applicant
Faizal Rizvi informed that
on getting certified copy
of this decision, they
would file petition in the
High Court.

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJaann  2200::  Preparations
are in full swing for the 85th
plenary session of Congress
to be held from 24-26
February in Nava Raipur.
Pradesh Congress in-charge
Kumari Selja, along with CM
Bhupesh, PCC Chief Mohan
Markam reached the venue of
the session. Chief Minister
and the in-charge reviewed
the preparations and gave
necessary instructions to the
leaders.

Discussion on political,
economic affairs, internation-
al affairs, issues pertaining to
farmers and agriculture,
social justice, youth educa-

tion and employment would
be held during three day ple-
nary session. Congress will
chalk out political strategy
for upcoming elections on all
such issues. Talking to the
reporters Selja said that
Chhattisgarh got an opportu-
nity to host the AICC plenary
session. Everyone will work
together for the success of
the session, she said.
Congress government is in
the state for four years and it
is a matter of pride that the
scheme of Chhattisgarh has
become an example for the
whole country, Selja said.
According to her BJP’s
Gujarat model has become
hollow.  Shailja will also dis-
cuss with senior leaders and
workers about the prepara-
tion of ‘Hath se Hath Jodo
Abhiyan’ on January 21 at 11
am in Rajiv Bhavan.

Preparations 85th plenary
session of Congress

In-charge Selja vis-
its venue, says CG’s
scheme an example
for whole country

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJaann  2200:: The review meeting
of the Education, Sports and Youth
Welfare Committee of Municipal
Corporation Raipur was held in the
presence of the members of the
committee under the chairman-
ship of Mayor Ejaz Dhebar in the
conference hall on the third floor
of Mahatma Gandhi Sadan. Many
resolutions were passed in the
meeting. The chairman of the

committee Jitendra Agrawal said
that the mayor instructed to
organize cricket matches among
all the 70 wards and to give cash
prize money to the teams coming
in the first three places. 

Ward teams will be led by the
concerned corporators. Citizens of
the wards will also be able to par-
ticipate in cricket matches. The
Mayor also suggested to organize

a show match among the women
corporators. The said event will be
conducted by the Municipal
Corporation with the support of
Rajiv Yuva Mitan at Netaji Subhash
Stadium. Agrawal further said that
on the demand of the members of
the committee, instructions were
given to the Superintending
Engineer Rajesh Sharma to take
action after obtaining proposals

for open gyms in all 70 wards.
Instructions were given to prepare
a proposal to select a place for
indoor gym for women in Subhash
Stadium. A proposal to award stu-
dents who have brought laurels to
the city by topping in eighth, tenth
and twelfth board exams and to
felicitate teachers on the occasion
of Teacher’s Day on September 5
was also passed.

Cricket matches to be played among 70 wards

Raipur, Jan 20: Imams,
Maulanas and members of
various committees of 40
mosques have unanimously
decided at a meeting held re-
cently in Raipur to avoid
participating in wedding
ceremony where DJ and fire-
works are used. No Maulavi

will teach Nikah in such
events. DJ and fireworks
have also been prohibited
completely in ‘sandal’ and
‘chadar’ taken out from time
to time in the city. Pointing
out some drawbacks in the
society city Qazi and other
Imams in the meeting ap-
pealed to the youth to follow
the right path, Qazi Imran
Ashrafi, Haji Abdul Hamid,

Nauman Akram Hamid and
Maulana Mohammad Ali in-
formed the reporters here.
Fireworks and DJ are pro-
hibited in Islam and their
use causes air pollution,
noise pollution and disrupts
traffic.

They also appealed to the
youth of the Muslim com-
munity to avoid doing works
which can cause distur-
bance. Youth should work
for maintaining peace in the
state and the country, they
said. Nauman Akram said
that it was decided in the
meeting that the Muslim so-

ciety would take steps to
stop the malpractices in
marriage and other pro-
grams of the Muslim society.
All the Imams present unan-
imously decided that they
will not teach Nikah in any
such marriage where Baja
and fireworks are used. All
the Imams present unani-
mously decided that they
will not teach Nikah in any
such marriage where Baja
and fireworks are used.
Along with this, the cleric
who has come from outside
will also not be allowed to
teach Nikah.

Maulvis to avoid teaching ‘Nikah’ 
If DJ and fireworks
are used in mar-
riages

Big decision of
Muslim society
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KKoonnddaaggaaoonn,,  JJaann  2200::  The Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY) is
proven to be a blessing for many
who were unable to build their
own homes due to poverty and
poor economic situation. PMAY
is now realizing the dream of
lakhs of people who had hoped to
possess their own pucca house.
Banshilal of Gram Panchayat
Khalari in District Panchayat
Baderajpur had a lifelong desire
of building a pucca house for his
family. However, due to the
house’s poor financial situation,
he was unable to have his perma-
nent home built. In such a case,
the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana
proved to be a gift and fulfilled
his desire.

Meanwhile, Banshilal states
that he and his three-member
family were living in a run-down

and dilapidated house. He used
to support his family by working
hard as an agricultural laborer.
His home’s financial situation
was weak. During the rainy sea-
son, water kept dropping from

the roof of his house, seeping
through the walls, and entering
the home. Water from the drain
flowing from the side of the
house also used to enter the
house numerous times. Along
with many challenges in living,
there was a worry of dilapidated
houses falling and animals such
as snakes and scorpions entering
the house. There was also a fear
of health problems due to raw
houses and moisture. In such a
condition, his main wish was to
buy his own pucca house. In this
situation, he heard about the
government’s ambitious Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana (Rural) ini-
tiative, which he used to get a
pucca house built in place of his
kutcha house. His dream of con-
structing a pucca house was real-
ized as a result of this. He stated

that, in addition to housing, we
are now receiving benefits from
various government welfare pro-
grams. The government looks
after our necessities, from jobs
to health care. We are overjoyed
as a result, and we convey our
heartfelt gratitude to the govern-
ment.

Banshilal is not the only one
who has benefited from this gov-
ernance program. Many resi-
dents in the district have
received their dream homes as a
result of the Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana. Following the
receipt of funding in District
Panchayat Baderajpur, the con-
struction of houses that had been
halted since the time of Corona
has accelerated, and the recipi-
ents are now seeing their homes
built. So far, a total of 1538 hous-

es have been sanctioned in
District Panchayat Baderajpur,
with construction work on 1226
houses completed and 312 hous-
es under construction.

In addition to this, Under the
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana, the
amount has been provided as the
first installment to 1538 benefici-
aries, the second installment to
1495 beneficiaries, the third
installment to 1308 beneficiaries,
and the fourth installment to 790
beneficiaries in District
Panchayat Baderajpur. This
amount has been deposited
directly into the bank accounts.
Due to this, the work of housing
construction has increased. At
the same time, there is a wave of
happiness among the beneficiar-
ies that their dream homes will
be built soon.

Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana a boon for Banshilal

Raipur, Jan 20: Health
Secretary Prasanna R has
instructed all the doctors
to prescribe only generic
medicines. Action should
be taken in the matters of
the display of posters of
branded medicines in the
hospital premises, he said
at a meeting of civil sur-
geons and hospital con-
sultants of all the districts,
held at Indrawati Bhavan
here today. He also in-
structed to take action
against doctors prescrib-
ing branded medicines.

Prasanna R reviewed
mental health facilities,
maternity services, dental,
lab facilities, fire safety,
power audit, post mortem
and infection control, X-

ray, CT scan and ICU facili-
ty. Director of Health
Services Bhim Singh,
Director of National
Health Mission Bhoskar
Vilas Sandipan and
Director of Epidemic
Control Dr Subhash
Mishra also attended the
review meeting.

The Health Secretary
also called for prohibiting
the visit of medical repre-
sentatives in the govern-
ment hospital premises.
He instructed to organize
general body meeting, ex-
ecutive meeting, quality
and infection control and
other important meetings

regularly in district hospi-
tals.

Prasanna also instruct-
ed for expanding OPD and
IPD services in district
hospitals. Treatment of
the patients coming to the
hospital is the most impor-
tant task and that time
limit should be fixed for
each work so that the pa-
tients can get the benefit of
new facilities soon, he
said.

Director, Health
Services Bhim Singh em-
phasized promotion of the
free dialysis services avail-
able in the hospitals for
the benefit of kidney pa-

tients. He also called for
sickle cell test, monitoring
of sickle cell positive pa-
tients and diabetes and
blood pressure check up of
all the patients visiting
district hospitals. Under
the Ayushman Bharat pro-
gramme, he instructed to
make Ayushman cards of
the patients in the hospital
premises and to treat all
the patients with
Ayushman cards. Singh
asked districts to increase
the number of beneficiar-
ies under the Ayushman
Bharat Dr Khoobchand
Baghel Health Assistance
Scheme.

Only generic medicines be
prescribed: Health Secy

Meeting of civil sur-
geons and hospital
consultants

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Jan 20: A spe-
cial lecture of senior
writer and litterateur
Sushila Takbhoure was
organized on Wednesday
on the topic ‘Literary
Journalism and Writing’
in Smart Class of UTD, a
wing by the Department
of Journalism and
Communication of Guru
Ghasidas Central
University.

At the beginning of the
programme, Prof.
Brijesh Tiwari, Dean of
School of Arts, welcomed
senior litterateur Sushila
Takbhoure with shawl
and shreefal. Dr. Dheeraj
Shukla, Head of the
Department of
Journalism and
Communication present-
ed the welcome speech.

Senior writer and lit-
terateur Sushila
Takbhaure threw light
on various concerns of
the society, especially re-
lated to the very back-
ward and deprived socie-
ty, as seen in writings in

newspapers and maga-
zines. She said that news-
papers and magazines
are the mirror of the so-
ciety and stressed that a
newspaper is the voice of
the people. She explained
the right way of writing
with sensibility on issues
of social concern.
Referring to the journal-
ism of Dr. Bhimrao
Ambedkar, Mahatma
Gandhi and Lokmanya
Tilak, she gave special
emphasis on the impor-
tance of writings on
equality, social justice,
harmony and social re-
form. While speaking
about women’s writing
senior writer Sushila
Takbhaure said that a
journalist should write

from a humanitarian
point of view.

She said that newspa-
pers and magazines need
to pay special attention to
bring awareness to the
women deprived of edu-
cation, especially to the
women of the backward
society, who have been
suffering for centuries.

Prof. Brijesh Tiwari,
Dean of the School of
Arts, said that literary
journalism has a deep
connection with the con-
cerns of the society.
Literary journalism
should carry a vision of
writing which can give a
positive direction to the
society.

Professor Pratibha J
Mishra, In-charge of the

University Media Cell,
said that there should not
be a discriminatory ap-
proach in the writing of
literary journalism.
Writing should be done
keeping social concerns
in mind.

At the end of the pro-
gram, senior litterateur
Sushila Takbhoure was
honored by presenting a
memento. On this occa-
sion, Prof. Pratibha J
Mishra, in-charge of
University Media Cell,
Hindi Officer, Akhilesh
Tiwari, Assistant
Professor of Hindi
Department Dr Ramesh
Gohe, all teachers of
Journalism and Mass
C o m m u n i c a t i o n
Department and a large
number of students were
present.

The program was con-
ducted by Dr. Amita,
Assistant Professor,
Department of
Journalism and Mass
Communication and the
vote of thanks was pre-
sented by Dr. Anupama
Kumari.

Senior writer Sushila Takbhoure delivers lecture 

Konta/Sukma, Jan 20:
The news of irregularities
in the internal panchayats
of Sukma district or in the
construction works keep
coming to the fore. But
Kukanar which is situated
on the side of NH 30 and
district level officials and
district level officials keep
coming and going through
this route, but till date no
official has looked at the ir-
regularities going on in

this panchayat. Accusing
the present sarpanch of ig-
noring the panchayat rules
as well as conducting the
functions of the panchayat
on his own, Mukund Das,
Deputy Sarpanch of
Kukanar, said that not a
single monthly meeting is
being held in the panchay-
at in the last one year.

Crores of rupees have
been withdrawn by falsely
misleading the panchayat,
the bank and the adminis-
tration by passing a fake
proposal to withdraw
crores of rupees without
meeting.

CEO said that
Sarpanch Sarvesarva
Upsarpanch has no im-
portance

Dy. Sarpanch
Mukundadas said that
many times requested the
Sarpanch to correct his
working style, despite no
improvement, he com-
plained to the District CEO
CL Dewangan about this
matter, then he irresponsi-

bly replied that the
Sarpanch in the
Panchayat. The survey is
all, there is no importance
of panch and sub-
sarpanch.

Sarpanch residence
has turned into
Panchayat building

He also said that the pan-
chayat building of
Kukanar never opens on
time, the residence of the
sarpanch itself has taken
the form of a panchayat
building, and the needy
people are unnecessarily
getting worried due to non-
opening of the panchayat
building.

Former Panch also de-
manded an inquiry 

Former Panch Sonadhar
of Kukanar also accused
the panchayat of irregu-
larities and said that due to
the negligence of the pan-
chayat, many works are in-
complete, the beneficiaries
are not getting the benefits
of PM housing, pension
and other schemes, there
should be a fair investiga-
tion of the panchayat.

Dy sarpanch alleges massive corruption 
in Kukanar Panchayat

Charges of with-
drawing crores
without meeting,
due for last 1 yr

Balconagar, (Korba), Jan
20: Bharat Aluminium
Company Limited (BALCO),
India’s iconic aluminium
producer, is actively explor-
ing and expanding the adop-
tion of smart technologies
within its manufacturing
systems. From smart analyt-
ics for decision making at
strategic business unit (SBU)
level to real-time equipment
monitoring at shopfloors, the
company has deployed a
slew of high-end digital solu-
tions for ensuring business
excellence. Recently, the com-
pany retrofitted its oil moni-
toring process with state-of-
the-art Business Intelligence
tools to track oil consump-
tion and recovery at equip-
ment and SBU level. This
will help BALCO optimize
and reduce oil consumption
in technical vehicles and
heavy machinery across its
operations.

The deployment of busi-
ness intelligence tools like
System Applications &
Products and Material
Return Voucher will help
strategic business units opti-
mize the fresh oil consump-

tion, recover and refine used
oil with better planning and
greater efficiency, resulting
in significant cost savings
and waste reduction. It will
bolster the company’s vision
of zero waste, while enhanc-
ing productivity and efficien-
cy. This is in line with the
company’s commitment to-
wards sustainable manufac-
turing practices, which in-
cludes judicious usage of
raw materials, transition to
low-carbon fuels and decar-
bonization of plant opera-
tions. Speaking about
BALCO’s approach to tech-
nological transformation of
its operations, Abhijit Pati,
CEO and Director, BALCO,

said, ‘We, at BALCO, are
committed to achieving ex-
cellence across all our areas
of operations, using new-age
technology, sustainable prac-
tices, and disruptive innova-
tion.

Our technological inter-
ventions serve to bolster
safety, productivity, and effi-
ciency. An inhouse innova-
tion such as oil balancing
with digital technologies,
will help us improve opera-
tional efficiency, reduce costs
and decrease carbon foot-
print.

Deployment of such smart
solutions across all levels at
this unprecedented scale will
help us create a future-ready

organization that caters to
India’s aluminium needs
andcontribute to the expedi-
tious development of the re-
gion and nation at large.’

In addition, BALCO has
been leveraging emerging
technologies such as
Artificial Intelligence (AI) to
bolster power plant efficien-
cy, Robotic Process
Automation across various
sales and marketing activi-
ties, Radio Frequency
Identification (RFID)technol-
ogy to monitor movement of
liquid aluminium-carrying
vehicles inside plant premis-
es, and a highly sophisticat-
ed security system for people
and assets.

Testimony to its technolo-
gy-first approach, BALCO
has received numerous cov-
eted awards, including the
prestigious ‘Manufacturing
Today – Reinventing the
Future’ Award. BALCO has
also been declared ‘Platinum
Winner’ at the 5th CII
National Safety Practices
Competition for its
‘Suraksha Sankalp
Kutumbh’ project on safety
digitalization.

BALCO implements Smart Technologies
to optimize oil consumption

Jagdalpur, Jan 20: A three-
day divisional level training
program was organized by
the Women and Child
Development Department for
the Sakhi ‘One Stop Center’
officer staff and Nava
Bihan’s protection officers in
the Astha meeting hall of the
district office. The training
program was inaugurated by
welcoming the trainers pres-
ent from Tata Institute of
Social Science Mumbai with
a bouquet in the presence of
District Program Officer
Women and Child
Development Jagdalpur.

On the first day of this
training program, the role of
the officers and employees of

Sakhi One Stop Center and
Nava Bihan was discussed in
relation to the tasks to be
done promptly including sen-
sitivity, while giving detailed
information on the subject of
their work responsibilities.

On the second day of the
training, detailed informa-
tive information was given
about the rights of women
and various laws related to
them, personal law, Hindu
and Muslim law and amend-
ments made in these laws
from time to time. On the last
day of the training, giving in-
formation about the process
of medical examination of
the victim by the officers, the
Domestic Violence Act, the

Abortion Act 1971 and the or-
ders issued by the court
along with the process to be
adopted during the counsel-
ing by the counselor of Sakhi
Center. discussed in detail. In
this training programme, Dr.
Sandali Thakur, Aarti
Chandrasekhar, Balwant
Singh, District Program
Officer Manoj Kumar Sinha,
Protection Officer Veenu
Hirwani and women and
child development depart-
ment of all 7 districts of
Bastar division were present
in this training program.
Officers of the police depart-
ment were also involved
along with the officers and
employees.

Workshop organized for the 
protection of women’s rights
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Nandini Ahiwara, Jan
20: Lord Shri Krishna’s
Janmotsav was celebrat-
ed on the fifth day of on-
going Shrimad Bhagwat
Katha in Ahiwara at
Mangal Bhawan Ward
no. 03. The main host is
Natwar Tamarkar,

President Municipal
Council, Ahiwara and
wife Mallika Tamarkar,
Ashuman Tamarkar,
wife Bhavna Tamarkar,
Pravin Salni Tamarkar,
Suryanarayan Divya
Tamarkar.

Narrator Bramhachari
Jyotimaryanand said
that one should listen to

everyone’s mind.
Maharaj said that there
is no difference between
Hari in the world and
Jagdish.

Says Parmarth Gati,
Jagdishji is the creator of
this world as well, the
one who stays in the shel-
ter of God, his every
work gets done.

Lord Krishna’s Janmotsav celebrated

Korea, Jan 20: The first
Jhumka Water Festival of
Korea was grandly con-
ducted at Jhumka Boat
Club on January 17 and 18.
On the second and final
day, the event concluded
with a spectacular fire-
works show. During these
two days, renowned artists
from across the country

and state, as well as local
artists and schoolchildren,
gave multiple performanc-
es. The fascinating per-
formances kept the crowd
engaged until late in the
evening.

The last performance of
the closing ceremony was

by Bollywood singer
Sukhbir Singh who made
everyone dance. Along
with songs like Ishq Tera
Tadpawe, Sauda Khara-
Khara, Brown Munde, and
Bijli Bijli, he performed on
many Bollywood songs.
Vice President of Surguja

Development Authority,
Mr.Gulab Kamro was the
special guest of the pro-
gram along with the gen-
eral public, could not stop
himself and danced with
Sukhbir. Earlier,
Chhattisgarhi artist Mr.
Sunil Soni sang Chal Jabo
Jhumka Bandh Re with
Hai Re Sarguja Nache, on
which there was a lot of
applause. Chhattisgarhi
artist Sanjay Surila en-
thralled everyone with his
Chhattisgarhi songs and
popular songs like Meet
Meeth Lage Maya Ke Bani.
On the other hand, Sufi
artist Mr. Nasir Ninder
made the atmosphere Sufi
with songs like Piya Haji
Ali. On the first day of
Jhumka Jal Mahotsav, the
performances of interna-

tionally renowned Odissi
dancer  Purnashree Raut,
Bollywood singer Vinod
Rathore, Chhattisgarhi
artists Anuj Sharma, Aaru
Sahu, Sunil Manikpuri be-
came the main attraction
of the event. The crowd
was enthralled by the won-
derful performances of
local artists and school-
children. The excitement
of Jhumka Jal Mahotsav
could be gauged from the
crowd of people. Till the
end of the program, with
the presence of Gulab
Kamro, Vice President of
Surguja Development
Authority, local public rep-
resentatives, all the offi-
cers and employees of the
district administration,
thousands of people stood
at the venue.

‘Jhumka Water Festival concludes with dazzling fireworks’
For two days, thou-
sands of people
attended the
Jhumka Kinare
Mahotsav

Korea danced to
Bollywood singer
Sukhbir Singh’s
tunes
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Rajim, Jan 20:
Panchkoshi Yatra conclud-
ed here in Lomas Rishi
Ashram premises, in which
devotees have been travel-
ing on foot continuously
since last January 12. After
worship, Bhairav farewell
was given led by
P a n c h k o s h i
P e e t h a d h i s h w a r
S i d d h e s h w a r a n a n d
Maharaj and in the rituals
the pilgrims thronged near
the Yajna Kund to offer
oblations and Bhog Prasadi
was offered to all the deities
including Gauri Ganesh,
Navagraha, and 10 Digpals.

Before leaving, the devo-
tees kept praising
Panchkoshi Dham and paid
their obseince to Lord
Rajeev Lochan Temple,
Jagannath Temple, Charon
Dham Varah Avatar,
Narsingh Avatar, Vaman
Avatar, Badrinarayan
Avatar, Lord Ganesha,
Surya Dev Narayan,
Mahamaya Temple,
Ramchandra Deval, Baba
Garib Nath, Someshwar
Nath Mahadev, Lakshmi
Narayan since morning.
Temple, Rajim Bhaktin
Mata Mandir, Raj
Rajeshwar Nath Mahadev,
Dan Daneshwar Nath
Mahadev, Ganga Maiya,
Yamuna Maiya, Durga
Devi, Annapurna Mata,
Shyam Kartikeya, Kali
Mata, Sheetla Devi , Nandi
Maharaj etc.

Many Panchkoshi pil-
grims stayed under the
open sky for night rest on

the jagati floor of
Kuleshwar Nath Mahadev
Temple and in the night, a
story was presented on
Shiva through Ramayana
in which the marriage cere-
mony of Mother Parvati
and Bhole Shankar took
place.

It is necessary to tell that
in the Panchkoshi
Parikrama, devotees start-
ed with Pateshwarnath
Mahadev at Pateva first,
then Champakeshwarnath
Mahadev at Champaran,
B r a h m a n e s w a r n a t h
Mahadev at Bamhani,
P h a n i k e s h w a r n a t h

Mahadev at Fingeshwar,
K a r p u r e s h w a r n a t h
Mahadev at Kopra,
Aughadnath Mahadev at
Lafandi, Panchmukhi
Kuleshwarnath Mahadev
at Prayag Nagri Rajim and
Rajivlochan Bhagwan and
used to walk for 15 to 20
kilometers every day.

It is believed that
Panchkoshi Yatra is super-
natural, and in the whole
world only Rajim has got
the recognition of
Panchkoshi Parikrama,due
to which devotees remain
engrossed in reverence and
devotion to visit this Dham.
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Bilaspur, Jan 20: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
inspected Government
Tribal Girls Ashram of
village Khapri and spoke
to the little girls studying
in the ashram. He in-
quired about the studies
of the girls and inquired
about the facilities, food,
security, sports and enter-
tainment arrangements
for staying in the ashram.
During this, the Chief
Minister was greatly im-
pressed by the prompt re-
sponse of the girls and
lauded their self-confi-
dence.

The Chief Minister also
played carom, Ludo, and
Snakes and Ladders with
the little girls and also
gave them tips to win.
Instructions were also
given to the officers for as-
sistance and accurate im-
plementation of govern-
ment schemes.

On this occasion, the

Chief Minister expressed
satisfaction over the facili-
ties available in the
ashram and he also gave
gifts to the girls and ad-
vised them to study with
honesty and bring laurels
to Chhattisgarh and the
country. Along with Chief

Minister Baghel, Revenue
Minister and Minister in-
charge of the district
Jaisingh Agrawal,
Parliamentary Secretary
and Takhatpur MLA
Rashmi Ashish Singh
were also present in the
inspection of the hostel.
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Dongargarh, Jan 20: The
villagers got agitated over
illicit sale of liquor and
were forced to take it to
streets here on Monday.
The villagers have taken a
decision to fight against
all the illegal business and
practices being undertak-
en by selected few with
protection of some or the
other government authori-
ty or institution.

It is based upon the pro-
posal passed in the Gram
Sabha in Gram
Kalyanapur, the villagers
submitted a memoran-
dum to concerned depart-
ment in context of techni-
cal assistance from the
local administration and
the government. Villagers

in Gram Kalyanpur
passed a proposal here on
Monday and submitted a
memorandum to SDM de-
manding closure of 'dab-
has' illegally being run in
the village.

In the memorandum it
was said that in the deci-
sion taken in the Gram
Sabha of village on Jan 11,
it has come to fore that one
Rajat Phule, S/o Nagorao
Phule, R/o Gram
Kalyanpur is illegally run-
ning a 'dabha' in the vil-
lage panchayat without its
prior permission.

This is disturbing the
peace and tranquility in
the village and there are
chances of some incident
taking place. So in order
to avoid any such incident
and its ill effects in the
near future, the Gram
Sabha has decided to close
down this 'dabha' being il-
legally run. SDM was
urged to issue orders to
close this 'Dabha' at 
the earliest.
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Rajnandgaon, Jan 20:
Indian leading Poultry
Company -IB Group always
strives to keep its employ-
ees equipped with new
techniques and for their
progress, the group inaugu-
rated the state-of-the-art
training center 'Center of
Excellence and Training
Facility' and MD office on
January 13 in its corporate
premises.

Masood Mallick CEO
Restainable Ltd. was the
chief guest and IB Group
Chairman Sultan Ali and
MD Bahadur Ali were also
present. The newly con-
structed training center of
IB is built in an area of 50
thousand square feet,
which will work for techni-
cal training, talent develop-

ment and innovation labs,
in which accessible digital
classroom culture will be
created through efficient
business plans.

The Center will not only
enhance the skills of IB
employees but also train
the next generation, who
aspire to be a part of IB's
success journey in future.
The center is equipped
with modern library, hi-
tech board room, interac-
tive board in class form,
qualified trainers, where
250 technicians can be
trained at a time. Keeping
in view the banking needs
of the employees, the com-
pany has also started a
branch of HDFC Bank at
its Corporate Office, which
was inaugurated by the
MD of the company,
Bahadur Ali.
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Fingeshwar, Jan 20: In
the past, some councilors
of Nagar Panchayat
Fingeshwar had given an
application of no-confi-
dence motion against Vice
President Rukhmani
Mandalay to the District
Collector.

Taking cognizance of
this, MLA Amitesh Shukla
directed District Congress
Committee President
Bhavsingh Sahu to hold a
meeting of all councilors
and Aldermen of
Fingeshwar Nagar
Panchayat and brainstorm
the whole matter.

As per the instructions

of Shukla, on January 18, a
meeting was held at the
local rest house of District
Congress Committee
President Bhavsing Sahu
in presence of Congress
councilors and aldermen.
In the meeting, President
Bhavsing Sahu said that
this is the election year; we
have to work with the

unity of the party and the
workers in full coordina-
tion.

The Congress govern-
ment in the state is work-
ing for the development
and economic prosperity
of the people and rural
farmers have great faith in
the party.

The councilors were of
the opinion that Mrs.
Mandalay is a woman with
a very simple and clean
image and we will not
allow the intentions of the
opponents to be fulfilled
under any circumstances.

Bhavsing Sahu told the
councilors that even if
there are some differences,
we have to keep in mind
the unity of the party and
drop the no-confidence mo-
tion against the Vice
President with a huge 
majority.

18th National Scout
Jamboree concludes
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Mungeli, Jan 20: Scouts
of the district returned
after a successful per-
formance in the 18th
National Scout Jamboree
organized from January 4

to January 10 in Pali dis-
trict of Rajasthan and
gave a courtesy visit to
the District Collector.

District Education
Officer Savita Rajput,
District Organization
C o m m i s s i o n e r

Morajdhwaj Sapre and
Preeti Khalsa, District
Secretary Akash Parihar,
District Organization
Commissioner Guide
Rohini Thakur were pres-
ent on this occasion.

District Training

Commissioner Amit
Gupta said that in the
18th National Scout
Jamboree, Chhattisgarh's
march past parade under
the leadership of District
Rovers Jogesh and
Yashwant has received 'A'
grade all over India.

He said that nine Rover
Rangers and two in-
charges of the district
had left on December 30
to attend the Jamboree
and returned on January
12.

The Collector congrat-
ulated all from the Scout
family and said that it is a
matter of pleasure that
the march past parade of
the state under the lead-
ership of the district
rower has got 'A' grade all
over India.

Party workers felicitated by
BJP Backward Classes Morcha
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Gaurela, Pendra,
Marwahi, Jan 20: BJP
Backward Classes Morcha
felicitated the workers here
and  honored the BJP
Shakti Kendra in-charge,
coordinator, co-coordinator,
booth president in village
Thar Pathra of Gaurela

Mandal by giving shawl and
shreefal.

Giving information
about the said program,
Backward Classes Morcha
District President Sandeep
Jaiswal said that the coun-
try BJP's booth level work-
ers are to be honored as per
the wish of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi  and state

BJP President Arun Sav
,and State President of
Backward Class Morcha
Bharat Verma .
Simultaneously, booth unit
presidents, community
heads and seniors were ho-
noured.

The chief guest of the
program was district presi-
dent Kanhaiya Rathore and

special guest Dilip Yadav,
in-charge of Backward
Class Morcha. Rakesh
Chaturvedi, Brijlal
Rathore, Mukesh Dubey,
Bhagirath Yadav, Sameera
Paikra, Geeta Gupta,
Kuldeep Singh Dheeraj,
Dev Pratap Rajput, Murari
Yadav and others were
present.
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Being illegally 
run without Gram
Panchayat’s 
permission

INC shows unity in DCC meetingCenter of Excellence
inaugurated at IB group

Gram Sabha passes proposal
to close down dabha’

Government Tribal Girls
Ashram inspected by CM

Panchkoshi Yatra 
concludes with devotion
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Himachal HC
New Delhi: Justice
Sabina, the senior-
most judge of the
Himachal Pradesh
High Court, was on
Friday, appointed its
acting chief justice. In
a notification, the
Department of Justice
in the Union law min-
istry said she would
assume charge on
January 21 following
the retirement of
Justice Amjad
Ahtesham Sayed,
Chief Justice of the
Himachal Pradesh
High Court. Justice
Sayed demits office on
Friday on attaining
the age of 62 years. “In
exercise of the power
conferred by Article
223 of the
Constitution of India,
the President is
pleased to appoint,
Smt Justice Sabina,
senior-most judge of
the Himachal Pradesh
High Court, to per-
form the duties of the
office of the Chief
Justice of that high
court, with effect from
January 21 conse-
quent upon the retire-
ment of Shri Justice
Amjad Ahtesham
Sayed, Chief Justice,
Himachal Pradesh
High Court,” the noti-
fication read.

Lion spotted 
Ahmedabad: The
Gujarat forest depart-
ment’s efforts to devel-
op new habitats for
the Asiatic lion got a
boost as a big cat has
been spotted in Barda
Wildlife Sanctuary in
the state’s Porbandar
district for the first
time since
Independence, offi-
cials said on Friday.
The three-and-half-
year-old male lion en-
tered the sanctuary
some two days ago
after spending consid-
erable time near
Porbandar town and
preying on cattle,
Principal Chief
Conservator of
Forests (Wildlife)
Nityanand Srivastava
said. “It is a good sign
a lion has been spotted
inside Barda Wildlife
Sanctuary for the first
time after
Independence. The
Forest Department
has been trying to de-
velop this sanctuary
as a second home for
lions. We also run a
breeding centre for
herbivores in the sanc-
tuary to increase the
prey base,” Srivastava
informed.

Politically redundant
Tikamgarh (MP):
Madhya Pradesh
Congress chief and
ex-CM Kamal Nath on
Friday said his former
party colleague and
Union minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia,
who dethroned him
two years ago, has be-
come “politically re-
dundant” even in his
pocket borough
Gwalior, expressing
confidence that his
party will win the as-
sembly elections due
by the year-end.
“When Scindia was
there, why did they
(Bharatiya Janata
Party) lose the may-
oral elections in
Gwalior and its ad-
joining city Morena to
the Congress last
year,” he asked. Nath
was in Tikamgarh,
about 270 km from the
state capital Bhopal,
for an event.

Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar inspect de-
velopmental works in
Mirzapur village during
his ‘Samadhan Yatra’ in
Bihar Sharif, Friday.

New Delhi, Jan 20 (PTI) 

Forty students staging a
demonstration outside
DU’s Hansraj College
against a “ban” on non-
vegetarian food were al-
legedly detained by police
on Friday, a students’ or-
ganisation representative
said.

Scores of protesters had
gathered outside the col-
lege to protest against the
decision but the students
claimed that the college re-
fused them entry and
locked its gates.

According to the police,
there were around 30 to 35
students protesting
against the ban.

The Hansraj College
unit of the Students’
Federation of India (SFI)

on Wednesday called for a
protest outside the college
hostel against the “discon-
tinuation” of non-vegetar-
ian food at the institution

“We began our protest
peacefully. However, the
college administration did
not let us in. They have
shut all gates and no offi-
cials are coming out to talk
to us,” SFI activist Sama
said.

“We wish to submit a
memorandum but they
are not allowing us entry,”
she added.

Deputy Commissioner
of Police (north) Sagar
Singh Kalsi said, “The
protesting students were
asked to disperse from the
spot, however, when they
did not disperse, 14 to 15
students were detained

and later released.”
The students had said

Hansraj College stopped
serving non-vegetarian
food at its canteen and hos-
tel after it reopened follow-
ing the pandemic in
February last year.

The SFI has claimed
that there have also been
instances where the
Hansraj administration
confiscated eggs from stu-
dents who brought them to
the hostel.

The majority of stu-
dents of Hansraj are
against this ban on non-
vegetarian food and see
this as an attempt to estab-
lish cultural hegemony,
the student group said.

Hansraj College princi-
pal Rama Sharma has re-
fused to withdraw the

order despite facing wide-
spread criticism and as-
serted the DU constituent
college follows Arya
Samaj’s philosophy.

Speaking to PTI,
Sharma has also claimed
that 90 per cent of the stu-
dents are vegetarian and
they had earlier protested
over non-veg food being
served in the hostel.

“We are not going to
withdraw the notice re-
garding non-veg food. It is
an Arya Samaj college. We
have our philosophy and
that is why we won’t serve
non-veg food. We conduct
‘havan’ regularly. We fol-
low our rules. It is written
in the hostel prospectus
that non-veg food will not
be served in the hostel,”
she had said.

Students detained for protesting against
‘ban’ on non-veg food at Hansraj College

SNOWFALL

People walk under umbrellas on the Mall Road as it snows in Manali, Friday.

New Delhi, Jan 20 (PTI) 

The Delhi government
has “again sent” a propos-
al to the Lt Governor’s
Office to send teachers of
state-run schools for a
training programme to
Finland, Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia
said on Friday, days after
VK Saxena allegedly re-
jected a similar proposal.

Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal also expressed
hope that permission
would be granted for the
teachers to travel abroad
for the programme.

The Delhi government
had alleged that while re-
turning the earlier propos-
al, Saxena asked them to
first conduct a cost-benefit
analysis of the pro-
gramme.

Members of the AAP,

led by Atishi, protested
outside the Lt Governor’s
residence last week over
the issue.

The Raj Niwas, howev-
er, said at the time that the
“LG has not rejected the
proposal for the training
programme for primary-
in-charges in Finland.
Any statement on the con-
trary is misleading and
mischievously motivat-
ed”. Sisodia, who is also
the Education minister,
said in a tweet in Hindi,
“The proposal to send
Delhi government teach-
ers to Finland for training
has been sent again to the
LG.”

Quoting Sisodia’s tweet,
Kejriwal said, “I hope the
Hon’ble LG will permit
Delhi government school
teachers to go abroad for
training.”

The fresh proposal was
sent amid rising tensions
between the Kejriwal gov-
ernment and Saxena over
several issues.

Kejriwal had earlier
said Saxena twice re-
turned a file containing
the proposal, asking if a
cost-benefit analysis of
the programme had been
done.

The Raj Niwas, in a se-
ries of tweets, then clari-
fied that the Lt Governor
had only advised the Delhi
government to evaluate
the proposal in totality
and assess the effective-
ness of such foreign train-
ing programmes under-
taken in the past.

Saxena advised the gov-
ernment to identify simi-
lar training programmes
in Indian institutions, it
had said.

Delhi govt again sends Finland
training programme file to LG

Guwahati, Jan 20 (PTI) 

Over 50 incidents of
stone pelting were report-
ed under the Northeast
Frontier Railway (NFR) in
2022, and an “intensified”
awareness drive has been
launched in the wake of
multiple reports of stone
throwing on the new
Vande Bharat Express, an
official said. An NFR state-
ment said 56 incidents of
stone pelting were report-
ed under it in 2022, while
three such instances have
been reported till January
17. Three persons have so
far been arrested this year
in connection with such
incidents, it said.

“Stone pelting on trains
happens routinely. We con-
duct awareness pro-
grammes among people to
not be involved in such ac-

tivities as these are crimi-
nal offences under the
Railway Act,” the NFR of-
ficial, who requested
anonymity, said.

“We have launched an
intensified drive to create
awareness about the issue,
especially after multiple
incidents of stone pelting
on the Vande Bharat
Express in recent times,”
he said. At least two such
incidents were reported
under the NFR on January
2 and January 3 when mis-
creants pelted stones on
the Howrah-New
Jalpaiguri Vande Bharat
Express, which was
flagged-off on December
30. The official said young-
sters are mostly found to
be involved in such inci-
dents, and emphasis is laid
on covering this section
during the drive.

56 incidents of stone pelting
reported under NFR in 2022

New Delhi, Jan 20 (PTI) 

The Supreme Court
on Friday refused to en-
tertain a batch of pleas
challenging the Bihar
government’s decision
to conduct a caste sur-
vey in the state.

A bench of justices
BR Gavai and Vikram
Nath said there is no
merit in the petitions
and dismissed them
with liberty to the peti-
tioners to approach the
high court concerned.

“So this is publicity
interest litigation. How
can we issue directions
on how much reserva-
tion should be granted
to such and such caste?
How will they (state) de-
termine how much
reservation is to be

granted to whom? Sorry,
we can’t issue such di-
rections and can’t enter-
tain these petitions,”
the bench told the coun-
sel for the petitioners.

The top court, which
was hearing three peti-
tions on the issue in-
cluding one filed by an
NGO, said the petition-
ers can approach the
Patna High Court for an
appropriate remedy.

“All the petitions are
dismissed as withdrawn
with liberty to seek ap-
propriate remedies in
law,” the bench ordered.

On January 11, the top
court had said that it
would take up the mat-
ter on January 20, after
one of the petitioners
mentioned an urgent
listing of the matter.

SC refuses to entertain pleas
against Bihar govt’s decision

to hold caste survey

Thiruvananthapuram, Jan 20 (PTI) 

Air Chief Marshal V R
Chaudhari, Chief of the
Air Staff, on Friday em-
phasised that the IAF
should derive relevant les-
sons from the recent
geopolitical scenarios and
effectively utilise all avail-
able resources to their best
potential.

While delivering an ad-
dress at the Southern Air
Command headquarters
here, he reiterated on the
challenges faced by the
IAF to adapt to the ever-
changing situations and
technological advance-
ments.

He underlined that effi-
cient training and innova-
tions are necessary to en-

sure that the IAF remains
a future-ready force, a de-
fence statement said.

The Air Force chief
lauded the efforts of
Southern Air Command
on IAF’s performance dur-
ing military exercises
with friendly foreign
armed forces, particularly
in offensive air operations.

He said that due to the
high professional stan-
dards of the IAF, many for-
eign nations are keen on
carrying out joint military
exercises with Indian
armed forces, it said.

Chaudhari was here to
attend the Commanders’
Conference of Southern
Air Command.

He was accompanied by
Neeta Chaudhari,

President, Air Force
Family Welfare
Association (AFFWA).

On arrival, the Chief of
Air Staff was presented
with a ceremonial guard of
honour, a defence state-
ment here said.

Subsequently, Air
Marshal J Chalapati, AOC-
in-C, Southern Air
Command, briefed the IAF
chief on the operational
preparedness of the wing
for the air defence of the
Indian peninsula and the
island territories, the en-
hanced capability in mar-
itime air operations and
the strong potent capabili-
ty of IAF assets which pro-
vide the nation with an ef-
fective deterrence, the
statement added.

IAF chief stresses on utilising 
available resources to best potential

Morigaon, Jan 20 (PTI) 

The Assam government
is committed to preserve
the cultural heritage of all
indigenous groups of the
state, Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma said
on Friday.

The BJP government is
“very sensitive” to the
preservation and promo-
tion of the language, cul-
ture and traditions of all
ethnic groups of Assam, he
said at the open session of
the three-day Jonbeel
Mela’, a unique fair of the
Tiwa community where
barter exchange of goods
takes place. “We are com-
mitted to do all that is re-

quired to protect the cul-
ture of all tribes, including
the Tiwas,” Sarma said.
The chief minister also as-
sured the organisers of the
fair that all possible finan-
cial assistance will be pro-
vided to maintain the
unique elements of the
event, besides allotment of
20 bighas of land for organ-
ising it. Sarma handed over
cheques of royal subsis-
tence grant of Rs 1.25 lakh
each to 18 ceremonial kings
of the Tiwa Kingdom. The
Jonbeel Mela’, usually held
on the Thursday after
Bhogali Bihu’, is a commu-
nity festival believed to
have begun in the 14th 
century.

Assam govt committed to
protect cultural heritage
of all ethnic groups: CM

New Delhi, Jan 20 (PTI) 

Delhi Commission for
Women chief Swati
Maliwal on Friday al-
leged that the man ac-
cused of harassing her
outside AIIMS had also
“preyed on another
woman” in a similar fash-
ion earlier this month.

Maliwal alleged that
she was molested by a
drunk man while on an
inspection at night and
dragged for 10-15 metres
by his car outside AIIMS
with her hand stuck in
the vehicle’s window. The
accused, a 47-year-old
man, has been arrested.
“The person who ha-
rassed me has also preyed

on other women. One
woman reported on the
181 helpline that on
January 17 this man had
repeatedly circled around
her with his car on Lodhi
Road, asking her to get in.
I am thankful that I got
him caught. I appeal to
everyone to not be afraid
but raise your voice,”
Maliwal said in a tweet in
Hindi. Maliwal also
shared a video of the
woman narrating her or-
deal of being harassed by
the man. “In today’s
newspaper I saw that the
chairperson of Delhi
Commission (for Women)
had been harassed and
there was a picture of the
perpetrator.

Maliwal dragging case

‘Accused harassed another
woman on Jan 17’

New Delhi, Jan 20 (PTI) 

Delhi Assembly will or-
ganise Delhi Youth
Parliament 2023’ from
January 23-25 on its premis-
es and 84 students from es-
teemed universities and col-
leges of the city will take
part in the event, Speaker
Ram Niwas Goel said on
Friday. Addressing a press
conference, Niwas said the

youth parliament will pro-
vide these students with an
opportunity to understand
the parliamentary process
of law-making and discuss
urgent matters of public im-
portance in a real-time
frame. “The youth of Delhi
would be educated about
various legislative process-
es like resolutions on steps
to discourage Chinese prod-
ucts and promote indige-

nous goods’, increasing en-
rollments in higher educa-
tion’, steps to address over-
filled landfills’ and steps to
improve women’s securi-
ty’,” Niwas said. “Questions
on issues related to the pub-
lic interest, two bills namely
Advancement of Higher
Education Bill, 2023 and
Universal Healthcare Bill,
2023 will be raised,” he
added.

Delhi Assembly to organise Delhi Youth Parliament from January 23-25

Srinagar, Jan 20 (PTI) 

The Congress wants to
take the Bharat Jodo
Yatra, led by Rahul
Gandhi, through the inte-
riors of the Kashmir val-
ley, but has left the deci-
sion on the route of the
foot march to security
agencies and the Jammu
and Kashmir administra-
tion, party leader Chetan
Chauhan has said here.

“We have carried out re-
connaissance and submit-
ted two routes — one
through the national high-
way and another through
the interiors of Kashmir.
Now it is up to security of-
ficials and the administra-
tion whether they will
allow us or not,” Chauhan
told PTI as the yatra en-
tered Jammu and
Kashmir on Thursday.

He said the Congress
has not released the
yatra’s route plan in
Kashmir due to security

reasons. “We have not re-
leased the route of this
yatra in Kashmir (yet) be-
cause we have not re-
ceived a clearance from
the security officials so
far,” he added.

Chauhan, the All India
Congress Committee
(AICC) coordinator, is
here to review the
arrangements for the
yatra, which is likely to

enter the valley on
January 27.

“Some hoardings have
been installed. As the
yatra comes closer to
Kashmir, more will be in-
stalled,” he said.

The Congress leader
said the yatra, which
began from Kanyakumari
in Tamil Nadu in
September, will culminate
in Srinagar on January

30, after covering a dis-
tance of almost 3,500 kilo-
metres.

“On January 30, a huge
rally will be held at the
cricket stadium in
Srinagar for which all
preparations have been
made. It will be a histori-
cal event. People are en-
thusiastic (about it),” he
added. Chauhan said 12 to
15 political parties of
Jammu and Kashmir, in-
cluding the National
Conference (NC) and the
People’s Democratic Party
(PDP), will join the yatra.
“We are getting a huge re-
sponse and support from
the locals in the valley,” he
said. Chauhan said the
aim of the Bharat Jodo
Yatra is to counter the
hate being spread in the
country and raise the real
issues being faced by peo-
ple. “Since the beginning
of the yatra, the BJP has
been trying to fool the
country.

Let administration decide on Bharat Jodo
Yatra route in Kashmir: Congress

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi leaves after the ‘Bharat
Jodo Yatra’, in Kathua district, Friday.

Chandigarh, Jan 20 (PTI) 

The ruling AAP in
Punjab has attacked Rahul
Gandhi over his allegation
that the government in the
state was being remote
controlled, saying the
Congress used to summon
former chief minister
Charanjit Singh Channi
often to Delhi.

On Thursday, Gandhi at
a rally in Pathankot had
alleged that the Bhagwant
Mann government in

Punjab was being run
with a remote control as
he sought to point towards
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
MP Raghav Chadha for
calling the shots in the
state.

Opposition parties in
the state have been attack-
ing Mann, claiming that
his government is being
remote controlled by AAP
national convener and
Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal.

“Congress’ 52-year-old

youth @RahulGandhi ji
eats almonds, your memo-
ry has become weak!” the
AAP’s Punjab unit tweet-
ed late Thursday night
after Gandhi rally, which
was a part of the
Congress’ Kanyakumari
to Kashmir Bharat Jodo
Yatra.

The Gandhi family used
to often summon the then
chief minister Charanjit
Singh Channi and he used
to go to Delhi, the party
said in its tweet in Hindi.

AAP hits back at Cong over Rahul
Gandhi’s ‘remote control’ remarks
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Davos, Jan 20 (PTI):

The existing interna-
tional order was created
keeping in mind interests
of the West and the world
needs a new one where
voice of the Global South
can be heard, Pakistan’s
Foreign Affairs Minister
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
said on Friday.

Speaking at a session
during the World
Economic Forum Annual
Meeting 2023 here, he also
favoured peace negotia-
tions to resolve the
Ukraine crisis.

“Unfortunately, geopoli-
tics is reflecting a lot of do-
mestic politics these days.
There is a hyper polarisa-
tion that is happening.
Similarly the internation-
al order and institutional
frameworks that held the
world together, those are
also being undermined by
the hyper polarised times

and hyper partisan,” he
said.

Zardari said the old in-
ternational order for dis-
pute resolution has cer-
tainly failed and there is a
need for a new and an im-
proved rules-based inter-
national order to address
the issues.

“And for building that
new order, voice of Global
South must be heard for it
to be successful...The en-
tire international order is

structured in the interest
of the western world,
which may be so because
it was created in a colonial
world. We need to take into
account the Global South,
Africa and Asia,” the min-
ister said. The Pakistani
leader said the Ukraine
war is the first time when
international order and
the UN security council
resolutions have been vio-
lated. “I believe that diplo-
macy is the key thing that

is missing. I want to tell
my Ukrainian friends that
NATO was there in my
neighbourhood too, but
the Afghan tragedy finally
ended when all sides sat to-
gether on a table,” he
added. “I fail to see why we
can’t have some serious in-
ternational players try
peace negotiations side by
side. What is the worst
that can happen? It will
fail but still that must be
tried,” he added.

Existing international order
created for West interest;

world needs new one: Zardari

Pakistan’s Minister of Foreign Affairs Bilawal Bhutto Zardari along with other panellists at
the World Economic Forum (WEF) Annual Meeting 2023, in Davos, Switzerland, Friday,
Jan. 20.

ANTI-GOVERNMENT PROTEST

Lima: Anti-government protesters who traveled to the capital from across the country to march against Peruvian
President Dina Boluarte, pelt the police with rocks during clashes in Lima, Peru. Protesters are seeking immediate
elections, Boluarte’s resignation, the release of ousted President Pedro Castillo and justice for up to 48 protesters
killed in clashes with police.

Ramstein Air Base, Jan 20 (AP):

Defence leaders gath-
ered at Ramstein Air Base
in Germany heard an im-
passioned plea for more
aid Friday from Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy as they strug-
gled to resolve ongoing dis-
sent over who will provide
battle tanks and other mili-
tary aid to his embattled
country.

“This is a crucial mo-
ment. Russia is regroup-
ing, recruiting and trying
to re-equip,” U.S. Defence
Secretary Lloyd Austin
warned as the meeting
opened.

Zelenskyy, speaking live
via video link, told the
gathering that “terror does
not allow for discussion.”
He said “the war started by
Russia does not allow de-
lays.” Calling it a decisive
moment for Ukraine and a
“decisive decade for the
world,” Austin said the
group’s presence in
Germany signalled their
unity and commitment to
continue supporting
Ukraine.

“We need to keep up our
momentum and our re-
solve. We need to dig even
deeper,” Austin told the
gathering of as many as 50
defense leaders who were

attending in person and by
video. Austin and U.S.
Army Gen. Mark Milley,
chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, were ex-
pected to discuss the latest
massive package of aid the
U.S. is sending, which to-
tals 2.5 billion and includes
Stryker armored vehicles
for the first time.

But broader hesitation
over sending tanks to
Ukraine has roiled the
coalition. Germany faces
mounting pressure to sup-
ply Leopard 2 tanks to
Kyiv, or at least clear the
way for other countries,
such as Poland, to deliver
the German-made

Leopards from their own
stocks. The U.S. has also
declined, at least so far, to
provide M1 Abrams
tanks, citing the exten-
sive and complex mainte-
nance and logistical chal-
lenges with the high-tech
vehicle. The U.S. believes
it would be more produc-
tive to send Leopards
since many allies have
them and Ukrainian
troops would only have to
get trained on that one,

versus needing far more
training on the more diffi-
cult Abrams.

The United Kingdom an-
nounced last week that it
would send Challenger 2
tanks, describing it as a
natural progression of
military aid to Ukraine.

At a Pentagon briefing
Thursday, spokeswoman
Sabrina Singh said the
Leopard and Challenger
aren’t comparable to the
Abrams tanks because the
Abrams is much harder to
maintain and wouldn’t be
a good fit. “It’s more of a
sustainment issue. I mean,
this is a tank that requires
jet fuel, whereas the
Leopard and the
Challenger, it’s a different
engine.” The Leopard and
Challenger are “a little bit
easier to maintain,” Singh
said. “They can maneuver
across large portions of
territory before they need
to refuel. The maintenance
and the high cost that it
would take to maintain an
Abrams it just doesn’t
make sense to provide that
to the Ukrainians at this
moment.”

Defence leaders meet amid dissent
over tanks for Ukraine

Colombo, Jan 20 (PTI):

Sri Lanka’s former presi-
dent Mahinda Rajapaksa on
Friday held discussions
with External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar on a
range of issues of mutual
interest and thanked the
Indian government for its
steadfast commitment to as-
sisting his country during
its troubled times.

Mahinda Rajapaksa was
forced to resign as the prime
minister in May last year
following street protests in

the country against the
government led by his
brother and former presi-
dent Gotabaya Rajapaksa
for mishandling of the un-
precedented economic cri-
sis. “Had successful dis-
cussions with India’s
External Affairs Min
@DrSJaishankar & dis-
cussed a range of issues of
mutual interest,” Mahinda
Rajapaksa tweeted.

“Also thanked the
Indian govt. for its stead-
fast commitment in assist-
ing #SriLanka during its

troubled times & the strong
ties shared between Sri
Lanka & India,” the 77-year-
old leader tweeted.

Jaishankar is in Sri
Lanka to meet the country’s
top leaders to enhance bilat-
eral ties and finalise a debt
restructuring plan to help
Colombo carve out a path
from its economic crisis.

The IMF facility would
enable the island nation to
obtain bridging finance
from markets and other
lending institutions such as
the Asian Development
Bank and the World Bank.

Sri Lanka was hit by an
unprecedented financial cri-
sis in 2022 due to a severe
paucity of foreign exchange
reserves, sparking political
turmoil in the country
which led to the ouster of
the all-powerful Rajapaksa
family, which has dominat-
ed Sri Lankan politics for
over two decades.

Mahinda Rajapaksa, the
patriarch of the Rajapaksa
family, served as president
from 2005 to 2015. He also
served as the prime minis-
ter from 2004 to 2005, 2018,
and 2019 to 2022.

Mahinda Rajapaksa thanks India for supporting Sri Lanka

Sri Lanka’s President Ranil Wickremesinghe (R) shakes
hands with India’s Foreign Minister Subrahmanyam
Jaishankar during their meeting in Colombo.

London/Islamabad, Jan 20 (PTI):

Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N)
supremo Nawaz Sharif
has blamed the ex-Army
chief and ex-ISI head for
the current turmoil in the
country by rigging the
2018 general elections and
installing Imran Khan-led
government.

The former prime min-
ister held ex-Chief of
Army Staff Gen Qamar
Javed Bajwa and ex-
Director General of Inter-
Services Intelligence Lt

Gen Faiz Hamid responsi-
ble for spinning Pakistan
around for their personal
wishes and whims, the Geo
News reported.

Talking to the media on
Thursday in London after
meeting with a delegation
of senior PML-N leaders
from Pakistan, Sharif re-
called his 2016 Gujranwala
speech at the PML-N public
gathering where he direct-
ly accused the ex-military
men of rigging elections to
make way for installing the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) government in 2018.

At the time, Sharif
blamed the military top
brass for installing PTI’s
Khan as the prime minister
in violation of the
Constitution, removing his
government, muzzling the
media, pressurising the ju-

diciary, and victimising op-
position politicians, the re-
port said. When asked if he
held Gen Bajwa and Gen
Hamid responsible for the

state of the country, he said:
“The reality is before every-
one. Now no name or face is
hidden. Pakistan was used
for personal gain.

Nawaz Sharif blames Gen Bajwa & Gen Faiz for Pakistan’s current turmoil



P oor households of the
country have increasing-

ly been put into precarious con-
ditions as far as education of
their children are concerned.
Public educational institutions,
which are the only destination
for poor students, are deterio-
rating in imparting quality edu-
cation due to a range of issues
including insufficient budget
among others. Even fundamen-
tal right to education has not
been honoured, which is reflect-
ed in decline in budgetary allo-
cation for Samagra Shiksha
Abhiyan compared to 2020-21,
while population is increasing.
Education, beyond this primary
level, have been made costlier
through a range of policies, a
general trend under PM Modi
rule since 2014. Tuition fees
have been increased and taxes
have been imposed on educa-
tional services and input mate-
rials that have made reading
and writing materials unafford-
ably costly for poor students.

Such an environment has
been creating two distinct
worlds of privileged and un-
privileged students. The entire
education system is heading to-
ward disempowering the un-
privileged students through
blocking their paths to quality
and universal education – right
from simple reading and writ-
ing materials to quality and af-
fordable educational institu-
tions. Union Budget 2023-24
should therefore must in-

creased budgetary support to
public education system, and
ensure that private educational
institutions also must earmark
certain number of seats for un-
privileged students since most
of them derive benefits from
public resources and certain
other facilities from the govern-
ment. The last three years
under the shadow of COVID-19
is marked with huge learning
losses at all level of education.
Union government is yet to
come out with effective pro-
grammes to make up this learn-
ing loss. The crisis has led to a
new system of education which
is known as online education.
Online and offline education are
now to stay. However, poor stu-
dents are still not able to access
online education or virtual
classroom due to lack of proper
electricity and internet connec-
tivity and instruments like mo-
bile, laptops, or desktops.

Huge digital gaps are there
not only between students of
poor and rich households but
also between the urban and
rural areas. This gap is also visi-
ble between girls and boy stu-
dents, and the students from ed-
ucated and uneducated house-
holds. This is a measure are of
concern which need to be prop-
erly addressed now since the fu-
ture economies and employ-
ments would be heavily depend-
ent on traditional and digital
knowledge, skills and trainings.
It would be very unfair if we do
not provide equal educational
access but would insist on ‘com-
petition’ between the privileged
and unprivileged, only to insure
that students from privileged
households only succeed an all
spheres of life. Budget 2022-23
had increased Samagra
Shiksha Abhiyan budget by
Rs6000 crore, but was still below
the budgetary allocation for
2020-21. Budgetary allocation for
teachers training and adult edu-
cation was reduced to almost
half from Rs250 crore in 2021-22

to Rs127 crore in 2022-23. Union
government must take note of
the new requirement of teach-
ers training in the light of hy-
brid (physical classroom and
digital) education, and also for
the effective implement of the
provisions of the National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020
right from pre-primary to high-
er education level. Teachers and
students both need to be tech-
nology enabled.

Imposing GST on educational
services is indeed a bad idea
which includes Ed-Tech, train-
ing, coaching and other related
educational activities. Taxing
education is a greed and no civil
society should tax it. Union
Budget 2023-24 must remove all
taxes on services and goods that
make education costly and unaf-
fordable for majority of Indians
at a time when more than 81
crore people out of 140 crore
population survive on 5 kg free
foodgrains per month. The
NEP2020 emphasizes a new
framework for pre-primary edu-
cation. How can it be imple-
mented if there would not be
any clear policy for funding and
appropriately trained teachers
and other personnels? The
Union Budget 2023-24 therefore
clearly needs to have appropri-
ate allocation in this regard.
NEP lays much emphasis on
compulsory and vocational
training from secondary educa-
tion level. It would need huge
funding and trained human re-
sources if we really want our
students to have an exposure to
vocational education from their
early school days.

Education sector expenditure
have been almost stagnant over
the last few years at 3.1 per cent
of the GDP. According to the
Economic Survey for 2021-22, it
was only 2.8 per cent in 2019-20,
and 3.1 per cent in 2020-21 re-
vised estimate and 3.1 per cent
in 2021-22 budgeted estimate.
The NEP-2020 has said that the
government would make efforts

to increase it to 6 per cent of the
GDP, but did not mention the
year by which Modi govern-
ment intends to do it. Universal
school education remains a
dream. NEP 2020 aims for uni-
versalization of education from
pre-school to secondary level
with 100 per cent gross enrol-
ment ratio in school education
by 2030, will bring 2 crore out-of-
school children back into the
mainstream, gross enrolment
ratio in higher education to be
raised to 50 per cent by 2035
with 3.5 crore seats to be added
in higher education, among oth-
ers. All these are easier said
than done. Union Budget 2023-24
will need to considerably en-
hance the educational expendi-
ture if there are to be achieved.

Among these sugar-quoted
words a contradiction exists
that says every college would
develop into either an au-
tonomous degree-granting col-
lege or a constituent college of a
university. It only means mak-
ing education even more costly,
since the burden of funding ed-
ucation would be ultimately
shifted to students, and only
those student could be able to
access higher education who
can afford it. Budget allocation
for education in 2022-23 was
only Rs 1,04,278 crore (2.6 per
cent of the total Union budget)
as against Rs 93,224 crore (2.7
per cent of the Union budget) in
2021-22. However, the revised es-
timate for 2021-22 shows that the
Centre spent only Rs 88,002
crore which was only 2.3 per
cent of the total budget, even
less than 2.4 per cent in 2020-21
(actual). We hope that Centre
must utilize the allocated fund
and refrain from making higher
allocation only to boast that al-
location has been increased.
Common people need access to
education and the Union
Budget 2023-24 must ensure it,
and must not left them behind
by making education further
unaffordable for them.
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Jacinda Kate 
Laurell Ardern

New Zealand’s prime minister,
Jacinda Kate Laurell Ardern, has
said she is resigning, in an unex-
pected announcement that came
as she confirmed a national elec-
tion for October. Jacinda Ardern be-
came the world’s youngest female
head of government when she was
elected the 40th Prime Minister
(PM) in 2017 at 37. Her term as
prime minister will conclude no
later than 7 February but she will
continue as an MP until the election
this year. Interestingly, she also
made headlines again in 2018,
when she became only the second
prime minister in the world to give
birth to her daughter while in office
-- after Pakistan's Benazir Bhutto in
1990. During her tenure as the PM,
she has led New Zealand through
the Covid-19 pandemic, and a se-
ries of disasters including the ter-
rorist attack on two mosques in
Christchurch, and the White Island
volcanic eruption. After doing great
work for her country when in serv-
ice and now stepping down the mo-
ment Arden feels she can't carry on
with her duties in an expected man-
ner instead this is time required for
daughter Neve Te Aroha and get
married with Clarke Gayford. She
values life's priorities. As a sensa-
tional female leader and PM leav-
ing the job gracefully.  Whereas
from the next day of accession in
the PM chair, our PM only focus is
how to get re-elected for next term
again through a 400 days program
even after two terms. That's why
though New Zealand is a small but
developed country and we are not.

BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,
FFaarriiddaabbaadd

Drug syndicate
The higher incidence of cross-

border drug smuggling and the re-
cent busting of a drug syndicate
have again raised serious concerns.
Despite major drug seizures from
time to time and the arrest of petty
peddlers and erring policemen,
successive governments have
failed to check the menace, cour-
tesy the nexus between politicians
and the police. The government
should show political will and de-
vise a strategy to bust this well-or-
ganised racket. With a proactive
NCB and the state police, the politi-
cal leadership should take strict ac-
tion against the drug lords.

DDSS  KKaanngg,,  HHoosshhiiaarrppuurr

With a pinch of salt
Pakistan’s temporary overtures

of peace with India can’t be taken
at its face value. The conciliatory
tone by the Pakistan PM, followed
by an immediate U-turn, is nothing
new. Pakistan’s policy of belliger-
ence, cross-border terrorism, hate
and falsehood against India, irre-
spective of any government — mili-
tary or civil — is predictable and
consistent. Its collusion with China
to thwart India’s growing interna-
tional clout is all too obvious, be-
sides bleeding India through daily
cuts in J&K. All political parties in
Pakistan are in a fierce competition
to show this animosity, as was evi-
dent by the recent immature utter-
ances of its foreign minister.
Nothing positive and tangible can
be read into it. It is a ploy to tide
over its present financial nightmare
and diplomatic challenges. India
must not lower its guards and
should remain ever alert against
unreliable neighbours whose inimi-
cal intentions are too obvious.

CCaapptt  JJSS  BBooppaarraaii  ((RReettdd)),,    bbyy  mmaaiill
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Tanzanian-British novelist Abdulrazak Gurnah speaks speaks during the Jaipur Literature Festival, in Jaipur, Friday, Jan. 20.

JAIPUR LITERATURE FESTIVAL

A s a part of the tradition of the global CEO’s body World
Economic Forum (WEF), the annual five day jamboree at

Davos has started and the Global Risk Report 2023 has been re-
leased mentioning both the existing risks as also the new dan-
gers threatening the global economy. As a journalist who at-
tended Davos meet two decades ago as a journalist, I can
vouch with confidence that nothing much has changed in the
approach of the MNC CEOs and the top thought leaders of the
western world in the last 25 years, the only difference is the
participants talk more of inequality these days since Oxfam si-
multaneously releases its global inequality report. Indian par-
ticipation is sponsored by the Confederation of Indian Industry
(CII). This year, Indian Prime Minister is not attending. The in-
dustry participants always talk of the success of the economic
reforms in transforming the Indian economy and how they are
contributing to the economic growth of the country. The Indian
CEOs take the view that the present problems are due to halt-
ing reforms and in so many words, their thrust is that the very
democratic character of the country’s political system creates
the problem as the present government’s moves are getting
stalled at different levels. In the last eight years of rule by the
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, most of the industry bodies
have fully identified with the Modi regime. This gets its full re-
flection at all the Davos conclaves in the last eight years. The
basic issue of the Indian economy is growth is taking place at
the cost of employment and widening of inequality. The indus-
try people have made full use of the pandemic period to
streamline their operations through job cuts and lowering of
wages. They have taken the facilities and the concessions of-
fered by the Narendra Modi government but have not trans-
ferred the benefits to their workers. In 2022 and now in 2023,
Indian labour is being mistreated even after the easing of the
pandemic and the uptick in the economy. As 2023 begins, ac-
cording to the WEF report, the world is facing a set of risks that
feel both wholly new and eerily familiar. We have seen a return
of “older” risks – inflation, cost-of-living crises, trade wars, cap-
ital outflows from emerging markets, widespread social unrest,
geopolitical confrontation and the spectre of nuclear warfare –
which few of this generation’s business leaders and public poli-
cy-makers have experienced. These are being amplified by
comparatively new developments in the global risks landscape,
including unsustainable levels of debt, a new era of low growth,
low global investment and de-globalization, a decline in human
development after decades of progress, rapid and uncon-
strained development of dual-use (civilian and military) tech-
nologies, and the growing pressure of climate change impacts
and ambitions in an uncertain world. As the WEF’s Global Risks
Report sees it, next decade will be characterized by environ-
mental and societal crises, driven by underlying geopolitical
and economic trends. “Cost- of-living crisis” is ranked as the
most severe global risk over the next two years, peaking in the
short term. “Biodiversity loss and ecosystem collapse” is
viewed as one of the fastest deteriorating global risks over the
next decade, and all six environmental risks feature in the top
10 risks over the next 10 years. Nine risks are featured in the
top 10 rankings over both the short and the long term, includ-
ing “Geoeconomic confrontation” and “Erosion of social cohe-
sion and societal polarisation”, alongside two new entrants to
the top rankings: “Widespread cybercrime and cyber insecuri-
ty” and “Large-scale involuntary migration”. 

The Report observes that the economic afteraffects of covid-
19 and the war in Ukraine have ushered in skyrocketing infla-
tion, and started a low growth, low investment era. In the New
Year, inflation is under control in India but the low growth and
low investment era is continuing. Earlier, many think tanks
have predicted that the investment from China will be shifted
to India, but the latest opening up of the Chinese economy and
the moves of Beijing to take extra measures for keeping the
wages in China at lower level to attract the investors, may have
to be reckoned by India. Already, many foreign institutional in-
vestors have shifted from Indian stock market to China. There
is need for ensuring the flow of foreign direct investment in the
areas of the Indian economy needing latest technology. The
WEF Report has talked of accentuation of livelihood crisis in the
coming period and this is very relevant to India. The Report cat-
egorically mentions that even if some economies experience a
softer-than- expected economic landing, the end of the low in-
terest rate era will have significant ramifications for govern-
ments, businesses and individuals. The knock-on effects will be
felt most acutely by the most vulnerable parts of society and al-
ready-fragile states, contributing to rising poverty, hunger, vio-
lent protests, political instability and even state collapse.
Further, economic pressures will also erode gains made by
middle-income households, spurring discontent, political polar-
ization and calls for enhanced social protections in countries
across the world. Governments will continue to face a danger-
ous balancing act between protecting a broad swathe of their
citizens from an elongated cost-of-living crisis without embed-
ding inflation – and meeting debt servicing costs as revenues
come under pressure from an economic downturn, an increas-
ingly urgent transition to new energy systems, and a less stable
geopolitical environment. The resulting new economic era may
be one of growing divergence between rich and poor countries
and the first rollback in human development in decades. There
is clear message from the Report to India which the Modi
Government can transform into actual action in favour of the
vulnerable sections of the population. India is among the most
affected countries with minimum social security for the unor-
ganized as also a section of organized. The acute distress of
those who lost jobs during pandemic has only led to the further
downhill journey of poverty level as also the fall in the living
standard of the poor and middle class. This issue can be tack-
led effectively by implementing a minimum basic income
scheme for the people below the poverty line and the jobless
till they get jobs. This is being implemented in some Latin
American countries. Leading economists like Amartya Sen,
Abhijit Banerjee and Dr. Pranab Bardhan have supported this
scheme. The issue is in a country like India, where the social
protection schemes are so limited, the basic income scheme
can not only protect the millions, this scheme will lead to the
pepping up of consumption and consequent demand. The
2023-24 budget makers can take signals from the WEF report
and do something really substantial for the vulnerable sections
of the country’s population by adopting the basic income
scheme and simultaneously taking up measures for the crash
generation of jobs. That is the prerequisite for a growth orient-
ed budget for fiscal 2023-24.

WEF’s Global Risk’s report
2023: What it means for

Indian Economy?

Union Budget 2023-24 must ensure 
inclusive education

Vinod Chandrashekhar  Dixit

D ivorce , today, has gone
to an average home

which is generally the last line
of defence for any society like
ours. It is rightly pointed out
that “The impact of divorce
on children can be deep and
life long”. Marriage is now no
longer a sacred word and di-
vorces no longer a dirty one.
Marriages are changing be-
cause women are changing-
both in the metropolis and in
the smaller towns. A signifi-

cantly growing number of
Indians are flooding the di-
vorce courts to escape from
unhappy marriages and as-
sert their newfound independ-
ence. The number of broken
families has increased after
became easy. Society has treat-
ed divorce as taboo for long.
There are a thousand reasons
for a marriage to break. But
there is one more reason for a
compromise. Marriages sur-
vive on account of moral fear.
Change in attitudes towards
divorce is a part of the process
of secularization in Indian so-
ciety. Secularization refers to
the declining influence of reli-
gion. Divorce is not a happy
option for couples.

Marriage is considered to
be an unbreakable union of
life according to Hindu scrip-
tures, regardless of its success
or failure. Divorce means the
termination of marital rela-
tions. It means dissolution of

the marital bond. Technically
speaking, divorce means a de-
cree of dissolution of mar-
riage. Divorce is a process
through which marital bond
ceases to be in existence as per
law and the couple can no
longer be called the husband
or the wife. Hindu marriage is
regarded as sacred because it
is a bond of indissoluble na-
ture. In any society when the
married persons feel that they
cannot live together, they have
no other alternative but to dis-
solve the marriage.

Divorce is the final dissolu-
tion of marriage. As far as
Hindus are concerned, the
bond of matrimony was re-
garded as permanent bond
and dissolution of marriage
was generally not regarded as
proper. When couples divorce,
the greatest causality is not
the relationship but the chil-
dren. It also shows that mar-
riage is no longer a sacred

word and divorce no longer a
dirty one. A marriage is a
union of two families, not just
two individuals. There have
been steady rises in divorce
rates in India throughout re-
cent decades. The causes of
marital breakdown in the
form of divorce or separation
in India are different from
that of the Western countries.
However, many factors are as-
sociated with the rise in di-
vorce rate in India.

The changing attitudes to-
wards divorce have been insti-
tutionalized by various
changes in laws which have
made room for divorce.
Divorce legislations were in-
fluenced by the notion of suf-
fering and unhappiness of the
adults trapped in the so called
’empty- shell’ marriages,
where the spouses live togeth-
er but their marriages exist in
name only. These legislations
provided grounds for divorce

and made divorce consider-
ably easier.

According to the World
Press review finding (1987), di-
vorces are on the increase to
such an extent that all major
cities of India have had to cre-
ate ‘reconciliation bureaus” to
help estranged couples. For
better or for worse, divorce
has become the way out. The
pati-parmeshwar has rudely
and gradually been brought
down to earth. Moreover, most
children of divorced parents
lead a volleyball existence
that is thrown from one side to
the other without a safety net
for their emotions. In many
cases, men seeking divorce
are prepared to return what-
ever they have received as
dowry. The question is how to
bring an end to this practice?
Will divorces continue for
ever? If so, a day will come
when our society as we see it
today will cease to exit.

Divorce isn’t always the best answer
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BRIEF
Irdai 

Mumbai: The insur-
ance industry will
need a capital infusion
of Rs 50,000 crore per
year to double its pene-
tration in the next five
years, sector watchdog
Irdai’s chief Debasish
Panda said on Friday.
Panda appealed to
business conglomer-
ates to channelise
funds into the sector,
saying the return on
equity is at a healthy
14 per cent for life in-
surers and 16 per cent
for non-life, while in
the case of top five
companies it goes up
to 20 per cent as well. It
can be noted that the
insurance sector is a
very competitive in-
dustry, with nearly
two dozen life insur-
ance companies and
over 30 non-life ones.

JSW Steel
New Delhi: JSW Steel
on Friday posted a
sharp 85.50 per cent
fall in its December
quarter consolidated
net profit to Rs 474
crore mainly on ac-
count of higher ex-
penses. The firm had
clocked a net profit of
Rs 4,516 crore in the
year-ago period, it
said in a regulatory
filing. Total income
during the October-
December quarter of
the ongoing fiscal rose
to Rs 39,322 crore from
Rs 38,225 crore a year
ago. Expenses were
also higher at Rs
38,288 crore as against
Rs 31,986 crore.

Chetu 
Noida: Chetu, a lead-
ing provider of world-
class software devel-
opment and support
services, has an-
nounced the details of
the company’s growth
for the 2022 fiscal year,
as well as future proj-
ects and partnerships.
The company stated
that it exceeded Rs.
606 crore ($74.48 mil-
lion USD) in revenue
and saw more than 10
percent in growth
company-wide.
Entering its 23rd year
of operation, Chetu
experienced its best fi-
nancial year on
record, generating
over Rs. 606 crore in
revenue and exceed-
ing double-digit
growth for the second
year in a row.

Bajaj Finance 
Pune: Once again,
Bajaj Finance has
happy news for all the
investors, and it has
increased the FD rates
by up to 40 bps points.
The new rates will be
effective from
January 20, 2023.
According to the an-
nouncement, the in-
terest rate for FDs
with a maturity of 44
months will be 8.10%
p.a. for senior citizens,
and 7.85% p.a. for cus-
tomers below 60 years
of age. The new rates
will be applicable to
all new deposits and
renewals with Bajaj
Finance for a tenure of
12 to 60 months.

Moody’s 
New Delhi: Moody’s
on Friday affirmed
long-term deposit
rating of State Bank
of India (SBI) and
upgraded it for
Punjab National
Bank, Canara Bank
and Bank of Baroda
on improving credit
profile. The outlooks
on long-term ratings
of all the four banks
remain stable,
Moody’s Investors
Service said in a
statement. Moody’s
has affirmed the
Baa3 long-term local
and foreign currency
bank deposit ratings
of SBI.

TANISHQ’S STORE INAUGURATION

US Senate Foreign Relations Committee Chairman and Senator Robert Menendez with other dignitaries
during the inauguration of Tanishq’s store in New Jersey, USA. 

Davos, Jan 20 (PTI):

Lauding Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s leader-
ship in a fractured world,
the World Economic
Forum’s Founder and
Executive Chairman
Klaus Schwab said India is
a bright spot amid the
global crisis.

After attending an India
reception on Thursday
night during the WEF
Annual Meeting 2023,
Schwab said India is pro-
moting a just and equi-
table growth for all in the
world during its G20 presi-
dency, while also making
significant progress on the
most pressing domestic
challenges. “India’s G20
presidency comes at a cru-
cial time, Prime Minister
Modi’s leadership is criti-
cal in this fractured
world,” Schwab said. The

WEF also issued a state-
ment and said it values its
nearly 40-year collabora-
tive history with India and
looks forward to contin-
ued cooperation with the
country during its G20
presidency under Prime

Minister Modi’s leader-
ship. The WEF said its an-
nual meeting is taking
place at a time when multi-
ple crises have deepened
divisions and fragmented
the geopolitical landscape.
Governments and busi-
nesses must address peo-
ple’s immediate, critical
needs while also laying the
groundwork for a more
sustainable, resilient
world by the end of the
decade, leaders have said
here.

The WEF said the pro-
gramme simultaneously
addresses immediate
crises and long-term fu-
ture challenges and helps
set the scene for India’s
G20 presidency. “I had the
pleasure of meeting the
Indian ministerial delega-
tion and many of its top
business leaders,” Schwab
said.

India bright spot amid global crisis;
PM Modi’s leadership critical in
fractured world: WEF Chairman

German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz (L) arrives on stage

next to World Economic Forum
founder Klaus Schwab at the
Congress centre during the

World Economic Forum (WEF)
annual meeting in Davos .

Mumbai, Jan 20 (PTI):

Benchmark Sensex and
Nifty closed lower for the
second day in a row on
Friday due to a decline in
index major Reliance
Industries, Hindustan
Unilever, and Infosys amid
concerns over global eco-
nomic slowdown.

The 30-share BSE
Sensex declined 236.66
points or 0.39 per cent to
settle at 60,621.77 with 20 of
its constituents ending in
red. During the day, it fell
273.18 points or 0.44 per
cent to 60,585.25.

The broader NSE Nifty
fell by 80.20 points or 0.44
per cent to end at 18,027.65
as 36 of its stocks closed
with losses.

“Shaking off the weak
lead from Wall Street, do-
mestic indices attempted

to trade higher due to eco-
nomic optimism that
stemmed from China’s re-
opening. However, con-
cerns over the global eco-
nomic slowdown eventual-
ly caught up and dragged
markets lower,” said Vinod
Nair, Head of Research at
Geojit Financial Services.

Joseph Thomas, Head of
Research, Emkay Global
Financial Services said
that the equity market
continued to trade lower
in sync with developments
abroad, mainly the US
markets.

“While the probability
of the Fed hiking rates fur-
ther to slay the demon of
inflation is quite high, the
consequences of the rate
action over a period of
time translating itself into
an economic slowdown is
occupying the minds of

the investors,” Thomas
said. From the Sensex
pack, Hindustan Unilever
fell the most by 3.84 per
cent amid concerns over
increase in royalty and
central services arrange-
ment fee to its parent
Unilever group.

Reliance Industries de-
clined by 1.15 per cent
ahead of its financial re-
sults while Infosys closed
lower by 1.03 per cent.

Among others, Asian
Paints, Bajaj Finance,
Nestle, Bajaj Finserv,
Larsen & Toubro, Maruti
and Bharti Airtel also
dropped.

Power Grid was the
biggest gainer, rising by
1.2 per cent. HDFC Bank,
HDFC, ITC, Tata Motors,
ICICI Bank and State
Bank of India were also
among the gainers.

Sensex, Nifty fall for 2nd day on 
global economic slowdown concerns

MMuummbbaaii,,  JJaann  2200  ((PPTTII))::

The rupee appreciated 18
paise to close at 81.18 (provi-
sional) against the US dollar on
Friday on broad dollar weak-
ness. However, weak domestic
equities and a surge in crude
oil prices capped sharp gains
for the local currency, forex
traders said. At the interbank
foreign exchange market, the
local unit opened strong at
81.24, and settled for the day
at 81.18 (provisional), register-
ing a rise of 18 paise over its
previous close. During the trad-
ing session, the local unit wit-
nessed an intra-day high of
81.09 and a low of 81.28
against the American currency.
On Thursday, the rupee closed
at 81.36 against the US dollar.
The dollar index, which gauges
the greenback’s strength
against a basket of six curren-
cies, advanced 0.21 per cent to
102.26. Global oil benchmark

Brent crude futures rose 0.48
per cent to USD 86.57 per bar-
rel. According to Anuj
Choudhary - Research Analyst
at Sharekhan by BNP Paribas,
the Indian rupee appreciated
on Friday on soft US dollar and
FII inflows on Thursday. “Dollar
declined on increasing odds of
a 25-bps rate hike by FOMC fol-
lowing disappointing economic
data coming out from the US,”
Choudhary said. The US
Federal Reserve Vice Chair Lael
Brainard hinted that the US Fed
may hike rates at a slower pace
by 25 bps in the next Federal
Open Market Committee
(FOMC) meeting in February
and is expected to hold higher
rates for longer to tame infla-
tion. “We expect the rupee to
trade with a positive bias on a
weak tone in the greenback.
However, concerns over global
economic growth and a surge
in crude oil prices may cap a
sharp upside.

Rupee gains 18 paise to close
at 81.18 against US dollar

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJaann  2200  ((PPTTII))::

Online food delivery platform
Swiggy on Friday laid off 380
employees as part of a “restruc-
turing exercise” citing challeng-
ing macroeconomic conditions,
with its CEO Sriharsha Majety
saying that overhiring was a
case of “poor judgement” where
he should have done better. In
an internal email, Majety, Co-
Founder and CEO, also apolo-
gised to the affected employees
and said the “extremely difficult
decision” taken after “exploring
all available options” and
offered an employee assistance
plan for the impacted people.
He said the growth rate for food
delivery has slowed down ver-
sus the company’s projections.
“This meant that we needed to
revisit our overall indirect costs
to hit our profitability goals.

While we’d already initiated
actions on other indirect costs
like infrastructure, office/facili-
ties etc., we needed to right-size
our overall personnel costs also
in line with the projections for
the future. “Our overhiring is a
case of poor judgement, and I
should’ve done better here,”
Majety said in the email. Earlier
in the morning, he had
addressed a townhall of Swiggy
employees. As part of the
employee assistance plan,
Swiggy has offered cash payout
ranging from three to six
months based on the affected
employees’ tenure and grade.
They will receive either an
assured three months pay or
notice period plus 15 days ex-
gratia for every completed year
of service plus balance earned
leave as per policy whichever is
higher.

Swiggy lays off
380 employees

CEO Majety says overhiring ‘poor judgement’

New Delhi, Jan 20 (PTI):

Ultra luxury car maker
Bentley on Friday
launched all-new
Bentayga extended wheel-
base for the Indian mar-
ket, priced at Rs 6 crore
(ex-showroom Delhi).

The company’s dealer in
India, Exclusive Motors,
said that with the addition
of the new model it is aim-
ing for at least 40 per cent
sales growth in the cur-
rent year over 2022.

“We sold 40 units last
year and this year we are
looking to sell around 60
units in the country,”
Exclusive Motors
Managing Director Satya
Bagla told PTI on the side-
lines of the launch.

The company has com-
menced taking orders for
the model, which comes

with a 4-litre 550 PS V8
petrol engine. It takes
around 7-8 months for the
delivery of the car as the
unit is imported into the
country, Bagla said.

“The new Bentayga
Extended Wheelbase is the
next chapter in the

Bentayga story. This new
SUV has a rear-cabin expe-
rience comparable to the
legendary Mulsanne,”
Bagla said.

These advancements,
along with the outstand-
ing skills of Bentley’s
craftspeople, make the

Bentayga extended wheel-
base the ultimate luxury
SUV to drive or be driven
in, he added.

The Bentayga extended
wheelbase builds on the
latest second-generation
Bentayga, extending the
wheelbase and rear cabin
space by an extra 180 mm.

The company has retail
presence in three cities,
Delhi, Mumbai and
Hyderabad from where it
caters to the customers.

When asked about
growth potential of the
ultra luxury car segment
in the country, Bagla said:
“The segment is growing
and the only issue is high
import duties which some-
how impede the growth of
the vertical. Gradually we
hope the government will
rationalise it going fur-
ther.”

Bentley drives in Bentayga Extended
Wheelbase in India priced at Rs 6 cr

Exclusive Motors Managing Director Satya Bagla poses
next to the newly launched Bentley’s Bentayga EWB
Azure SUV, in New Delhi, Friday, Jan. 20.

Davos, Jan 20 (PTI):

Asking the world to be
pragmatic and collabo-
rate, IMF chief
Kristalina Georgieva on
Friday said fragmenta-
tion can cost up to 7 per
cent of the global GDP.

“If we don’t unite
now, we’ll face signifi-
cant risk to the econo-
my and people’s wellbe-
ing,” she said during a
session on global econo-
my on the last day of
the World Economic
Forum Annual Meeting
2023.

The International
Monetary Fund
Managing Director said
if we look at medium-
term growth prospects,
how we handle the sup-
ply chain issues, that
will decide our future

prospects. She said her
message to the world is
to “be pragmatic and
collaborate”.

Asked what will take
the IMF to upgrade its
global growth forecast,
she said, “Last year, we
downgraded the growth
projections three times
and not downgrading

further itself is good
news at the moment.”
Also, the labour market
needs to be looked at se-
riously, as for anyone,
having a cost of living
crisis and a job is much
better than having no
cost of living crisis and
no job, she said.

“2022 was a weird
year. There was no
growth engine. But
some things must be im-
proving now or at least
it has not been as bad as
feared,” ECB President
and former IMF chief
Christine Lagarde said.

China is now emerg-
ing again and that
would be positive for
the rest of the world
also, though that may
lead to some inflation-
ary pressures, she
added.

Fragmentation can cost 7 pc of global GDP:
be pragmatic and collaborate: IMF chief

Nagpur, Jan 20 (PTI):

The Centre is all set to
introduce a research
linked incentive pro-
gramme shaped on the
lines of the production
linked incentive (PLI)
scheme to boost research
and development of
biotech products in the
country, said Drugs
Controller General of
India Dr V G Somani on
Friday.

PLI scheme aims to
give companies incen-
tives on incremental sales
from products manufac-
tured in domestic units.

Somani was speaking
on the first day of the
72nd Indian
Pharmaceutical Congress
in Nagpur. The three-day
event will cover various
issues related to the phar-
maceutical industry, aca-

demia and community
pharmacy and will be at-
tended by delegates from
India and abroad.

The accomplishments
of the Indian pharmaceu-
tical sector during the
COVID years were a huge
boon for society, said
Somani, who heads
India’s apex drug regula-
tory agency Central
Drugs Standard Control
Organization (CDSCO).

“Firstly, the urgency to
identify the virus (coron-
avirus) and secondly to
develop vaccine, medi-
cines and diagnostics for
COVID-19 was not an or-
dinary challenge. But,
with the encouragement
from Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, the
Indian pharmaceutical
industry accepted this
challenge and successful-
ly developed the vaccine
that not only saved mil-
lions of lives in India but
also in several other parts
of the globe,” said
Somani.

Underscoring the im-
portance of policy re-
forms, innovation, and re-
search and development,
he said the government
has taken several initia-
tives to aid innovative re-
search and establish ap-
propriate ecosystems.

Govt to introduce incentive scheme to boost
R&D by pharma industry: DCGI Somani

New Delhi, Jan 20 (PTI):

The government on
Friday made it mandatory
for social media influ-
encers to disclose their
“material” interest in en-
dorsing products and serv-
ices and violations can at-
tract strict legal action, in-
cluding ban on endorse-
ments.

The regulations are part
of continuing efforts to
curb misleading advertise-
ments as well protect the
interests of consumers
amid the expanding social
influencer market which
is projected to be worth
around Rs 2,800 crore by
2025.

The new guidelines
named ‘Endorsement
Know Hows — for celebri-
ties, influencers and virtu-
al media influencers

(Avatar or computer gen-
erated character) on social
media platforms’ has been
issued by the Department
of Consumers Affairs.

In case of violation, the
penalty prescribed for mis-
leading advertisement
under the Consumer
Protection Act 2019 will be
applicable.

The Central Consumer
Protection Authority
(CCPA) can impose penal-
ty of up to Rs 10 lakh on
manufacturers, advertis-
ers and endorsers. For
subsequent offences,
penalty of up to Rs 50 lakh
can be imposed. The au-
thority can prohibit en-
dorser of a misleading ad
from making any endorse-
ment for up to 1 year and
for subsequent contraven-
tion, prohibition can ex-
tend up to 3 years.

Product promotions: Govt makes it
mandatory for social media influencers

to disclose material interest
Pune, Jan 20 (PTI):

Swiss sports bike maker
KTM, which has a manu-
facturing joint venture
with Bajaj Auto, on Friday
said it will begin selling
the electric model of the
resurrected iconic Chetak
in the first quarter of 2024
in Europe.

The 50.1:49.9 joint ven-
ture also rolled out the 1
millionth KTM bike from
the Chakan plant near
here. KTM claims to be the
world’s No 1 premium mo-
torbike brand.

The E-Chetak especially
the second generation, is a
great commuter product
for a market like Europe. If
everything goes as
planned we should be sell-
ing this e-scooter in
Europe from early 2024.
The European marketing

season begins in March
and we should be ready by
then, Stefan Pierer, the
chief executive of Perier
Mobility which owns the
KTM brand told reporters
here.

Since its launch in 1972,
the Chetak became a
household name over the
decades but since the com-
pany made bigger from
bikes, Bajaj Auto under
the present management
led by Rajiv Bajaj in 2006
discontinued the Chetak.

The iconic scooter made
a comeback in October
2019 in the EV form and
since then has sold over
24,000 units at price tag of
Rs 1.4 lakh and is available
in 40 cities now.

The Bajaj KTM tie-up
began in October 2007 and
the first bike was rolled
out in 2011.

KTM to sell electric 
version of Chetak in Europe

from 1st qtr of 2024



Priyanka Chopra
responds to 

criticism of her use
of surrogate

'Quantico' actress Priyanka Chopra Jonas is
addressing criticism of her use of a surrogate. The
actress, 40, shared with 'British Vogue' her journey
to motherhood and life as a mom to daughter Malti
Marie, who celebrated her first birthday earlier this
week. Malti's birth was announced in a joint state-
ment from Chopra Jonas and husband Nick Jonas,
shared on their respective social media accounts,
reports 'People' magazine. The news that their baby
girl was born via surrogate was met with commen-
tary and criticism that was hard for the new mom.
"I've developed a tough hide when people talk about
me," she told 'British Vogue'. "But it's so painful
when they talk about my daughter. I'm like, 'Keep
her out of it.'" "I know what it felt like to hold her lit-
tle hands when they were trying to find her veins,"
she continued, referencing the fact that Malti was
born three months premature. "So no, she's not
going to be a gossip. I've been really protective of
this chapter of my life with my daughter. Because
it's not about my life only. It's hers too." As per
'People', Chopra Jonas went on to confirm that her
use of a surrogate was medically necessary. "I had
medical complications," she explained. "This was a
necessary step, and I'm so grateful I was in a posi-
tion where I could do this. Our surrogate was so gen-
erous, kind, lovely and funny, and she took care of
this precious gift for us for six months." Noting that
critics are unlikely to change their minds about her,
Chopra Jonas levelled, "You don't know me. You
don't know what I've been through. And just
because I don't want to make my medical history, or
my daughter's, public doesn't give you the right to
make up whatever the reasons were".

ACROSS
1. Slightly wet
5. Coliseum
10. Doll’s cry
14. China’s continent
15. Fables
16. Face shape
17. Affleck and Stiller
18. Appraisal
20. Fry lightly
22. Piano part
23. ____ Grande

24. Horn blast
26. Naps
28. Most strict
32. MGM lion
33. Drone
34. Disdainful look
36. Drying cloth
40. Nevada neighbor
42. Copenhagen natives
44. Car for hire
45. Radio receiver
47. Forbidden items (hyph.)

49. Sermon subject
50. Bond creator ____ Fleming
52. Casino game
54. Actor’s goal
58. Conifer
59. Circle segment
60. Love (Ital.)
63. Appointments
66. Printed material
69. Skirt length
70. Glimpses
71. Sandwich shops
72. Send forth
73. Finds a sum
74. Snooze
75. Rents out

DOWN
1. Small quantities
2. Out of port
3. Revolutionary War militiaman
4. Minister
5. ____ snail’s pace (2 wds.)
6. Grating sound
7. Otherwise
8. Requirements
9. Attack
10. Dad’s partner
11. Turn aside
12. Craze
13. Female singers
19. Ice pellets
21. Long periods
25. Take care of
27. Chimney residue
28. Closed
29. Dancer’s skirt

30. Actor ____ Penn
31. Choir member
35. Divorce city
37. Goof off (2 wds.)
38. Outlet
39. Draw the ____
41. Inheritor
43. Chicken noodle, e.g.
46. Plane spotter
48. Skidded
51. Wanderers
53. Glossy paint
54. Mexican sauce
55. Endeavored
56. Pretended
57. Motor inn
61. Regulation
62. Famous canal
64. Rewrite
65. Poses
67. Curvy letter
68. Telepathy (abbr.)
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II f there’s one thing that
avid viewers of Shemroo

Umang’s show ‘Kyunkii Tum
Hi Ho’ have been eagerly
waiting for, it is the wedding
sequence. Yes! Fans of the
show are yearning to see
Kavya Sharma (Priyanka
Dhavale) dress up as a dul-
han in the upcoming
episodes of the show. While
the twists and turns of his
highly-anticipated wedding
sequence are still under
wraps, the latest scoop from
the sets will definitely raise
viewers’ curiosity.  Well,
we’re talking about reel-life
bride-to-be Priyanka
Dhavale a.k.a Kavya’s wed-
ding lehenga. According to
sources from Kyunkii Tum Hi
Ho, the young actress is all
set to wear a designer bridal
lehenga worth Rs. 25 lakhs.
Yes, you read that right!
Priyanka Dhavale’s lehenga

for the much-awaited wed-
ding sequence for Shemaroo
Umang’s show will cost a
whopping Rs. 25 lahks. The
actress will don a traditional
heavily embroidered lehen-
ga with a matching dupatta.
Not only this, but sources
also reveal that Priyanka will
channel her inner 'desi
woman' to complete her
look with statement jewelry,
maang tika, earrings, nath,
chooda, and kalire latkans.

Priyanka will for the first
time become a dulhan on
screen, and by the descrip-
tion of her outfit, it seems
she’s going to look ravish-
ing. While viewers are excit-
ed to witness the upcoming
story, we get to know that
Priyanka is also super excit-
ed to look her stylish best
for the sequence. The wed-
ding is just about to begin.
But no wedding on Indian

Television is simple, it is
filled with drama, twists,
and turns. So, special
Baraatis of Shemaroo
Umang, get ready to enjoy
double the drama and dou-
ble the fun on Kyunkii Tum
Hi Ho. Will this Gwalior wed-
ding have any hindrance or
will the love triangle take a
whole new turn? Viewers
will find out soon on
Shemaroo Umang, but one
thing is certain, this wed-
ding will be the most enter-
taining wedding of the year.

The romantic drama stars
Amar Upadhyay as Karan
and Harsh Nagar as
Abhimanyu as the male
leads and is a love triangle.
Produced by Hawk Eye
Vision (Suhail Zaidi and
Amar Upadhyay), watch
Kyunkii Tum Hi Ho every
Monday to Saturday only on
Shemaroo Umang at 9 PM. 

Priyanka Dhavale to wear a 25 lakh bridal lehenga 

'Bigg Boss 14' fame Nikki
Tamboli recalled going
through mental stress
and emotional break-
down after the demise of
her brother Jatin
Tamboli and how now
she is trying to overcome
that depressing phase.
She also opened up about
the kind of roles she is
willing to take up in fu-
ture. Nikki said: "I've
been getting a lot of of-
fers since getting out of
'Bigg Boss' but wasn't in
the right frame of mind
to make the right deci-
sions. Dealing with the
pain of losing a loved one,
these last two years have
been a real struggle."

"I was lost and it was
difficult to stay positive
while missing my broth-
er. I was going through a
phase of complete de-
spair, even when I would
smile in the company of
thousands of people, I
was dying inside." Nikki
has participated in reali-
ty shows such as 'Bigg

Boss 14', 'Khatron Ke
Khiladi 11', 'The Khatra
Khatra Show', and was
also seen on the fictional
drama 'Sirf tum'. She
added: "Time flies but
memories which he has
left behind always keep
playing on loop in front of
my eyes. I even faced
some rejections and also
said no to some music
videos. I guess whatever
happened, it happened
for a reason and maybe
something much better is
in store for me." Nikki
shared about the kind of
roles she is willing to do
and added: "I feel I have
the confidence to accept
newer challenges and it's
time to hit back hard. I
would love to do the kind
of roles that demand a lot
of action and willingness
to work in a biopic. I've
been looking at scripts
and keeping my options
open but I needed some-
thing that I can connect
to and can see myself
doing."

TT he culinary reality format
show 'MasterChef India' on

Sony Entertainment Television
and SonyLIV has narrowed down
to the "Top 15" home cooks.
These fifteen fortunate contest-
ants will continue to compete for
the title of the season's victor.
Chefs Ranveer Brar, Garima
Arora, and Vikas Khanna judged
the contestants based on the cri-
teria of TIP- Taste, Innovation,
and Precision. On Friday, 20th
January, the contestants were
given a 'Pressure test' and to
judge the same, will be none
other than, Anahita Dhondy
Bhandari who hails from a Parsi
family. She promoted Parsi cui-
sine and asking contestants to
replicate her dish named 'Bhaji
Dana Ma Gosht'.

Always one to promote her
culinary roots, Chef Anahita will
be seen representing Parsi cui-
sine on the national platform of
'MasterChef India' through her
dish. She has always encouraged
the thought that Farsi dishes be
made a part of the global map of
cuisines and coming to the show
and teaching the contestants her
dish would be a part of the same
mandate. She has grown up hav-
ing a palate deeply rooted in the
Parsi culture. Growing up and
having a special connection to
her Farsi culinary heritage comes

from her mother and her grand-
mother. SodaBottle OpenerWala
is where the Chef got her chance
at wearing the chef's apron and
toque blache and there has been
no looking back since then.
Promoting her culture through
food has been a dream of the
Chef's and that dream also trans-
lated onto the dishes of the con-
testants on MasterChef India
when they were asked to repli-
cate Chef Anahita's Farsi inspired
plat du jour. Six contestants who
will be seen in the "Black Apron
challenge" undergoing the
"Pressure Test" will be seen mak-
ing the special dish within the
time of 30 minutes. Anahita
would be seen interacting with

the contestants as they are cook-
ing, giving them tips on how to
better their dishes. In the end,
according to a source close to the
set, the challenge was appreciat-
ed by the chefs, "Chef Ranveer
Brar would be expressing his
pride in the contestants for cook-
ing Parsi food, something which
they have never explored before,
thus thanking Anahita for her
expertise and guidance."

The top 15 home cooks who
were chosen are Priyanka Kundu
Biswas from Kolkata, Aruna Vijay
from Chennai, Priya Vijan from
Bangalore, Dyuti Banerjee from
Kolkata, Avinash Patnaik from
Bhubaneswar, Santa Sarmah
from Jagiroad Vill Amlighat,
Nazia Sultana from Guwahati,
Gurkirat Singh from Sirsa, Yashu
Verma from Gazipur City,
Kamaldeep Kaur from Ludhiana,
Sachin Khatwani from Lucknow,
Suvarna Vijay Bagul from
Mumbai, Deepa Chauhan from
Bangalore, Nayanjyoti Saika from
Tinsukia, and Vineet Yadav from
Lucknow. Nazia Sultana would
not be seen in this week's
episodes since she had to go back
home to care for her daughter.
TTuunnee  iinn  ttoo  wwaattcchh  ''MMaasstteerrCChheeff
IInnddiiaa''  eevveerryy  MMoonnddaayy  ttoo  FFrriiddaayy  aatt
99  ppmm  oonnllyy  oonn  SSoonnyy  EEnntteerrttaaiinnmmeenntt
TTeelleevviissiioonn  aanndd  ssttrreeaammiinngg oonn
SSoonnyyLLIIVV..

F ollowing a grand fes-
tive season response,

the Thalapathi Vijay-
Rashmika Mandanna-
starrer "Varisu" has
grossed Rs 210 crore in its
first week and is expected
to continue its victorious
run at the box office.

Savouring the film's
success, Rashmika said:
"Looking at the massive
love and appreciation
being showered on
'Varisu' really warms my
heart and makes me feel
so grateful!"

Directed by Vamshi
Paidipally, Rashmika's
performance in the songs
'Ranjithame' and
'Jimikki Ponnu' has been
particularly appreciated
by critics and audiences
alike.

Rashmika added: "The
story and its narrative is
such that the moment I
heard it, I was sure it
would definitely connect
with family audiences, so
it was an instant 'yes' for
me. And the cherry on

the cake was working
with Vijay sir, which was
a dream opportunity
come true." Rashmika is
looking at a blockbuster
2023 with four films
scheduled to be released,
one of them being
"Varisu", across multiple
languages. She will also
be seen in "Mission
Majnu", "Animal" and
another film that is cur-
rently under wraps.

Nikki Tamboli: Last two years
have been a real struggle

Rashmika thanks 
‘Vijay sir’ as ‘Varisu’ collects

Rs 201 cr in 1st week

Chef Anahita, Special Guest
Chef on ‘Masterchef India’

TT he audience's content
preferences have

changed in the last three years.
This change has been catal-
ysed by the Covid-19 pandem-
ic, which even after three
years, refuses to slow down.

Today, there is a clear
demarcation in the mind of the
audience about what they
want to watch in theatres,
because let's face it, going to
the cinema is not a cakewalk
because it involves some effort
and then there are the hidden
costs of fuel, parking, food and
beverage, and not to forget the
mind-numbing traffic and pol-
lution.

According to Bollywood
actor Shahid Kapoor, who is
gearing up for his web-series
debut in the crime-thriller
series 'Farzi', all said and done,
good content will always work.
He furnishes the recent exam-
ple of the breakout success of
last year's 'Kantara'.

The Kannada film, which has
been written and directed by
its lead actor Rishab Shetty,
has broken new grounds and
territories courtesy its rooted-
ness and honest storytelling,
something that will define the
success of a film in the post-
pandemic world.

"How would you judge a film
like 'Kantara', man? It was not
a spectacle when it was
released. Of course, it is a
spectacle to watch but it was
the audience that made that
film what it has become now,"
said Shahid.

Delving deeper, he said: "It's
more about how cinematic
experience a film could pro-
vide. I agree that there is a
clear demarcation between dif-
ferent content pieces but I
don't see this as a change in
trend. I just feel that multiple
things have happened in the

last three years and the differ-
entiation is what I want to
watch at home and what I am
willing to watch in the the-
atres." Sharing his observation
and insights, he expressed:
"One thing that I have
observed in the audience is
that they are not willing to pay
their hard-earned money for
mediocre content. Unless your
content is good, it has a certain
scale, it has a certain enter-
tainment quotient, it won't

work. The audience wants to
watch good content. They are
willing to walk into the the-
atres but you have to bring
your A-game to the table."

One may sit down and
analyse the impact of the pan-
demic on the film industries
across the world, but at a
human level, the pandemic's
initial phase was very challeng-
ing for everyone more so for
the film fraternity because to
put their work together they

had to leave behind the social
distancing and come together.
Changing the course of conver-
sation, the actor said: "Another
thing is that the pandemic was
very challenging for the entire
fraternity because we work
under certain conditions, this is
a collaborative medium and
there is a certain way of work-
ing.

"For instance, for 'Farzi', we
hardly met before the shoot,
we were constantly on Zoom
calls trying to brainstorm from
the confines of our homes stay-
ing as much safe as we could.

"Filmmaking is a very touch
and feel kind of a job, if you
have to do a recce, you will
have to visit the location and
mark the boundaries for the
shots, the props or the produc-
tion design."

Shahid plays an artist turned
counterfeiter in 'Farzi'.
Shedding light on his charac-
ter, he said: "I found this char-
acter to be a very interesting
dichotomy since he is an
artiste, he creates something
but his creation causes
destruction to the economy in
the long run.

"What I really love about
Sunny (the character) is that I
don't think he knows what he is
or what he is capable of. I
never judge the characters that
I play, it's okay with me if peo-
ple judge them or even hate
them. My job as an actor is to
put conviction and believability
in my characters."

He further mentioned: "My
favourite line of this character
from the series is that he says
he is helping the system by
actually putting in more
money. Every criminal has a
justification for their actions
and so does he." 'Farzi' will be
available to stream on Prime
Video from February 10.

Shahid cites ‘Kantara’ as example 
of why only spectacles seem to work
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RRaaiippuurr,,  JJaann  2200  ((PPTTII))::

India will be expecting more
runs from the middle order and
discipline in the death overs as
they look for a series sealing win
against New Zealand in the sec-
ond ODI here on Saturday. With
the city hosting its first-ever
international game, a sell out
crowd of 60,000 plus is expected
to cheer the home team. After
being down and out at 131 for
six, New Zealand were allowed
to score another 206 runs in the
chase of 350 and that should

worry India. The visitors looked
like getting a remarkable come-
from-behind win but the individ-
ual brilliance of Mohammed
Siraj stopped them. With the
bat, Shubman Gill, who scored a
scintillating double century, had
singlehandedly taken India to a
competitive total with the oth-
ers falling by the wayside. Virat
Kohli’s individual effort had
stood out in the previous game
against Sri Lanka. Hardik
Pandya, who has not been at his
belligerent best of late, will be
expected to give final flourish to

the innings. Accommodated in
the middle-order following his
double hundred performance in
Bangladesh, Ishan Kishan would
be itching to make the most of
the opportunity after an off-day
in Hyderabad. Skipper Rohit
Sharma has looked good and
got starts but has not been able
to convert, and Saturday could
his day. However, bigger con-
cerns lie in the bowling depart-
ment after the thrashing got
from Michael Bracewell, who
put the Indian attack to sword
on Wednesday. India brought

Shardul Thakur into the team at
the expense of the super quick
Umran Malik considering his
batting abilities. But the man-
agement needs to decide quick-
ly if it wants a bowler who can
bat or a specialist who can rattle
the opposition with extra pace
and get wickets in the middle
overs. Siraj has developed into
an all phase bowler but others
need to step up. Mohammad
Shami was brilliant with the
new ball but was taken to the
cleaners by Bracewell. Hardik
too was expensive. In the spin
department, Washington
Sundar had a game to forget
while Kuldeep Yadav continued
his impressive run. The team
also has the option playing
Yuzvendra Chahal and Kuldeep
together but it has stuck to one

wrist spinner and one finger
spinner policy. New Zealand’s
never-say-die spirit came to the
fore in the series opener and
they would take a lot of heart
from that. It won’t be a regular
occurrence that a number seven
in Bracwell and number eight in
Mitchell Santner will bring back
the team from a hopeless situa-
tion. Finn Allen played some
bold strokes but could not make
it big. And in the absence of
Kane Williamson, New Zealand
need someone to anchor the
innings. The pace trio of Henry
Shipley, Lockie Ferguson and
Blair Tickner will be looking for
more accuracy after being mer-
cilessly attacked by Gill. It
remains to be seen if Ish Sodhi
regains full fitness for the must-
win game for his team.

Thakur or Malik? India weigh pace options
ahead of Raipur’s international debut

Indian captain Rohit Sharma with head coach Rahul Dravid and batting coach
Vikram Rathour during a practice session ahead of the second ODI cricket match
between India and New Zealand, at Shaheed Veer Narayan Singh International
Cricket Stadium in Raipur, Friday, Jan. 20.

Indian team fined 60 per cent 
of match fees for slow over rate
RRaaiippuurr:: The Indian team has been fined 60 per cent of its match fee
for maintaining a slow over-rate against New Zealand in the first
ODI in Hyderabad. Javagal Srinath of the Emirates ICC Elite Panel
of Match Referees imposed the sanction after India were ruled to
be three overs short of the target after time allowances were taken
into consideration for Wednesday’s series opener. “In accordance
with Article 2.22 of the ICC Code of Conduct for Players and Player
Support Personnel, which relates to minimum over-rate offences,
players are fined 20 per cent of their match fee for every over their
side fails to bowl in the allotted time,” the ICC said in a statement.
India captain Rohit Sharma pleaded guilty to the offence and
accepted the proposed sanction, so there was no need for a formal
hearing. On-field umpires Anil Chaudhary and Nitin Menon, third
umpire K N Ananthapadmanabhan and fourth umpire Jayaraman
Madanagopal levelled the charge.

RRoouurrkkeellaa,,  JJaann  2200  ((PPTTII))::
Star forward Blake Govers
scored four times, including
from a penalty stroke, as title
contenders Australia thrashed
South Africa 9-2 to top Pool A
and directly qualify for the quar-
terfinals of the FIH Men’s World
Cup here on Friday.
Australia will face the winner of
the crossover match between
Malaysia and Spain in the quar-
terfinal match on January 24 in
Bhubaneswar.
Govers struck in the fourth,
15th, 19th and 20th minutes as
the rampaging Australians led 7-
1 at half time. His first and
fourth strikes were field goals
while the second one was from a
penalty corner and the third
from the penalty spot.
Tom Craig (10th), Jake Harvie
(22nd), Daniel Beale (28th),
Jeremy Hayward (32nd) and Tim
Brand (47th) were the other
Australian goal getters at the
Birsa Munda Stadium. Ntuli

Nqobile (8th) and Kok Tevin
(58th) were the scorers — both
field goals — for South Africa.
The Kookaburras slowed down a
bit in the third and fourth quar-
ters, just scoring a goal each.
The fourth quarter saw both
sides scoring a goal each. Five of
the Australian goals were field
efforts while three were from
the penalty corners. Australia
earned eight PCs as against five
of the South Africans.
In another Pool A match,
Argentina and France scored a
goal each in the final minute to
play out a 5-5 draw in a dramatic
contest. Argentina finished sec-
ond in the pool with five points
from three matches — one win
and two draws — while France
ended at third with four points
— one win, one draw and one
loss. Argentina will play the
third place team in Pool B in
their crossover match on
January 22 in Bhubaneswar
while France will take on the

second place team in Pool B the
next day. France thought they
had won the match 5-4 after
Victor Charlet scored in the final
minute from the penalty stroke
but Argentina equalised after a
few seconds through a penalty
corner. Argentina earned four
penalty corners in succession
and scored from the last one to
split points with France.
Charlet (36th, 38th, 48th and
60th) struck four goals for
France with two coming from
penalty strokes. His first and last
were from penalty strokes while
the second and third were from
PCs. Tynevez Etienne scored the
other goal for France in the 11th
minute.
For Argentina, who had played
out a 3-3 draw against pool top-
per Australia, Nicolas Della Torre
(34th, 42nd and 60th) struck a
hat-trick while Keenan Nicolas
(3rd) and Martin Ferreiro (51st)
were the other goal scorers.
The Netherlands and England
also booked direct quarterfinal
berths after topping Pool C and
Pool D respectively on Thursday.

Australia maul South Africa 9-2, top Pool
A and qualify directly for quarterfinals

Australia’s Blake Govers scores a goal during the FIH
Odisha Hockey Men’s World Cup 2023 match
between Australia and South Africa, at Birsa Munda
Stadium in Rourkela, Friday, Jan. 20.

New Delhi, Jan 20 (PTI):

Vaibhav Rawal scored a
fine century before pacer
Divij Mehra’s five-for dis-
mantled Mumbai as Delhi
notched a memorable
eight-wicket win in a Ranji
Trophy Group B match
here on Friday.

It was Delhi’s first out-
right win over heavy-
weights Mumbai since the
1979-80 Ranji Trophy final,
when Bishan Singh Bedi’s
side got the better of Sunil
Gavaskar’s team by 240
runs. Bowling out
Mumbai for 293 in the first
innings, Delhi took a 76-
run lead owing to Vaibhav
Rawal’s 114 and skipper
Himmat Singh’s 85. The 20-
year-old Mehra, playing

only his second first-class
game, then gave a master-
class in seam bowling at
the Arun Jaitley Stadium
as he ran through the
much-vaunted Mumbai
top-order. His scalps in-
cluded Prithvi Shaw,
Musheer Khan, Armaan
Jaffer, first innings centu-
rion Sarfaraz Khan, and
Mohit Avasthi as he paved
the way for Delhi’s maiden
win of the season.

Vaibhav, Divij power Delhi to maiden win of season
Delhi’s Hrithik Shokeen

being greeted by
Mumbai’s Sarfaraz Khan
after the latter won the

Ranji Trophy cricket
match between Delhi
and Mumbai, in New
Delhi, Friday, Jan. 20.

Melboune, Jan 20 (AP):

American title fa-
vorites Jessica Pegula
and Coco Gauff had con-
vincing third-round wins
on Friday at the
Australian Open.

The third-seeded
Pegula, a quarterfinalist
the past two years at
Melbourne Park, needed
65 minutes for a 6-0 6-2
victory over Marta
Kostyuk. Seventh-seeded
Gauff be at Bernarda
Pera 6-3 6-2 to reach the
last 16.

Pegula raced through
the first set and though
Kostyuk established her-
self in the second set, she
was always playing
catch-up.

“I thought I just didn’t
give away a lot of free
points,” said Pegula, who
will meet Barbora
Krejcikova, the 2021
French Open champion,
in the next round.

“I was playing aggres-
sive when I had to but
also smart. Happy to be
through to the next
round.”

Gauff had to withstand
a barrage of big hitting
from Pera.

“Today was a tough
match,” Gauff said.

“Bernarda hit the .I
can’t say that word she
hit the ball really hard, I
was just trying to hang in
there. I’m happy to be
through to the second
week.”

Top-seeded Iga Swiatek
beat Cristina Bucsa, a
qualifier from Spain, 6-0
6-1 in just 55 minutes.
Last year’s finalist
Danielle Collins of the
US was beaten 6-2 5-7 6-2
by Wimbledon champion
Elena Rybakina.

Krejcikova was the
first player to advance to
the fourth round after a
6-2, 6-3 win over Anhelina
Kalinina to open play
Friday at Rod Laver
Arena.

The 20th-seeded Czech
player won the first five
games of the match and
dominated her
Ukrainian opponent.
Krejcikova has not
dropped a set in three
matches.

Americans Gauff,
Pegula into 4th round

at Australian Open

Thiruvananthapuram:
Karnataka gained three
points after its Ranji
Trophy Group C match
against Kerala petered out
to a draw on the fourth and
final day here on Friday.
The visiting team extended
its lead to 143 runs adding
75 more runs to its
overnight 410 for 6.
Karnataka’s total of 485 for
9 declared was built on a su-
perb double ton by India
Test discard Mayank
Agarwal (208, 360 balls, 17
fours, five sixes) The Kerala
batters made 96 for 4 in 51
overs to deny Karnataka
any opening as the game

ended in a draw. Karnataka
picked up three points.
Meanwhile in Jodhpur,
Rajasthan trounced
Chhattisgarh by 167 runs
and Goa registered an im-
pressive innings  win over
Services in New Delhi.
Services, who were 139 for 2
overnight, saw opener Ravi
Chauhan score a valiant
ton but that could not pre-
vent the team from going
down by an innings as they
were dismissed for 304. In
Puducherry, Jharkhand
eased to a 10-wicket win
over the host team, knock-
ing off the target of 70 in
the 27th over.

Karnataka-Kerala match
ends in draw; wins for

Goa, Jharkhand, Rajasthan
Rohtak: Bengal pacer
Akash Deep returned
with a career-best 10-
wicket match haul as
Bengal stormed into
quarterfinals with a
thumping innings and
50-run victory over
Haryana in their
Group A Ranji Trophy
match here on Friday.
Resuming the final day
on a precarious 177/7
following on, Haryana
managed to last only 10
overs and folded for 206
with Akash wrapping
up the issue, dismiss-
ing Ajit Chahal and
Amit Rana en route to

a second successive
five-wicket haul (5/51).
Akash’s 5/61 in the first
innings had brought
the home team’s down-
fall for a paltry 153 as
he returned with his
maiden 10-wicket
match haul (10/112).
Mukesh Kumar (3/62)
and Ishan Porel (2/42)
also impressed as the
the Bengal pace troika
unleashed their fury on
a challenging Lahli
track. Bengal posted a
massive 419 in their
first innings, thanks to
Anustup Majumdar’s
gritty 145.

Bengal thrash Haryana,
storm into quarters

Adelaide, Jan 20 (PTI):

Uncapped Australia
pacer Lance Morris, fresh
from being the season’s
leading wicket-taker in
the Sheffield Shield, be-
lieves he has the “best
chance” to make his debut
in the opening Test
against India in Nagpur
on February 9.

The 24-year-old tear-
away pacer, who has the
ability to rack up deliver-
ies at 150-plus kmph, has
been included in
Australia’s 18-member
squad for the first two
Tests of the four-match
marquee Border-
Gavaskar series. “I’m
going to do everything I

can to be as ready as possi-
ble,” the West Australian
was quoted saying by Fox
Sports. With Australia’s

quickest bowler Mitchell
Starc unavailable for the
opening Test of the series,
Morris has a strong
chance to wear the Baggy
Green. Morris has been
Starc’s understudy and
was in Australia’s Test
squad during their recent
series win over South
Africa. “If we’re talking
honestly, that’s probably
my best chance of playing

over there. We’ll
see what hap-

pens,” Morris
said. “It’s my
first overseas

tour in a cricketing
sense, so it will be a huge
learning experience for
me. I’m really excited to
go away.”

Bhubaneswar,Jan 20 (PTI):
India were far from being
impressive in their 4-2 win
over Wales in their final
FIH Men’s Hockey World
Cup pool game and twin
goal scorer Akashdeep
Singh said the home team
felt the absence of injured
midfielder Hardik Singh.

Hardik, who sustained a
hamstring injury and
missed the Wales match, is
uncertain for the remain-
der of the tournament.

India needed to beat
Wales by a margin of eight
goals against Wales on
Thursday to top Pool D and
qualify directly for the
quarterfinals. But they
failed to do so and will now
face New Zealand in their

crossover match on Sunday
to make it to the last eight
stage. “We could not score
too many goals in the first
two quarters, we scored
only one. But we were able

to score three more in the
third and final quarters. I
was able to contribute for
the team, so I am very
happy,” said the 28-year-old
Akashdeep, who has played
for more than 200 senior in-
ternational matches. “We

could not make it to
the quarterfinals di-
rectly but we hope

to be there by winning
our crossover match.”
Asked if the team felt the
absence of injured Hardik,
Akashdeep said, “Yes,
when you have 18 players to
play for a team, and be-
cause of some reason if
you are one player less, the
remaining players will play
more time and become
tired.

We missed Hardik in 
game against Wales: Akashdeep

Tearaway Aussie quick 
Morris eyeing Test debut vs India

EEaasstt  LLoonnddoonn,,  JJaann  2200  ((PPTTII)):: Debutant Amanjot Kaur came up with
a matured knock of unbeaten 41 off 30 balls as India fought
back from a wobbly situation to post a 27-run win over South
Africa in their Women’s T20I Tri-Series opener here. Opting to
bowl on a dry and slow Buffalo Park strip, the hosts sent back
half of the Indian side inside 12 overs with just 69 runs on the
board. From thereon, Deepti Sharma (33 from 23 balls) took
control of the proceedings with the 23-year-old Amanjot play-
ing the perfect second fiddle in their match-turning 76-run
partnership off just 50 balls to prop India to a challenging 147
for 6 on Thursday night. In reply, the Indian spinners exploited
the conditions well with senior off-spinner Deepti leading the
show with figures of 3/30 to restrict South Africa to 120 for 9.
India suffered an early setback as skipper Harmanpreet Kaur
didn’t play because of illness and in her absence Smriti
Mandhana led the side. India did not have the best of starts as
Mandhana got out cheaply for seven in the third over when she
miscued one to Chloe Troyn at mid-off. Opening in absence of
Shafali Verma, wicketkeeper-batter Yaskita Bhatia (35 off 34
balls; 3x4s, 1x6) held on to one end but wickets kept on falling
at the other side. After Mandhan’s departure, Harleen Deol (8),
Jemimah Rodrigues (0) and Devika Vaidya (9) also fell cheap-
ly to have India in real trouble at 69 for 5 in 11.4 overs.

Amanjot shines 
on debut, spinners

rule the roost
Amanjot

Kaur became
only the third

India women’s
player to win

a Player of the
Match award
on T20I debut.



Tihar jail launches
skill training for

post-release
rehab of inmates

New Delhi, Jan 20 (PTI):
The country's largest cen-
tral prison Tihar jail has
started imparting skill
training to over 1,000 in-
mates, being tried for petty
crimes, with a purpose to
reform and reintegrate
them into society. Jail term
in cases of petty crimes
varies from six to nine
months. They will be
trained in food and bever-
age service related seg-
ments for three to four
months in various batches,
jail authorities said, adding
that each batch will have 30
inmates. They said that
1,020 inmates will be trained
by Primero Skills and
Training Pvt Ltd. The pro-
gramme aims to empower
inmates financially and
stop them from going back
into crime, authorities said.
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Mumbai, Jan 20 (PTI): 

A special court here on
Friday directed the state-
run JJ Hospital to consti-
tute a medical board to ex-
amine and determine the
health condition of NCP
leader Nawab Malik, who is
undergoing treatment at a
private hospital since May
2022. Malik was arrested by
the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on
February 23, 2022 under the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) in
connection with a probe
linked to the activities of
fugitive gangster Dawood
Ibrahim and his aides.

In May 2022, the special
court, designated to hear
cases registered under the

PMLA, refused to grant
bail to Malik on medical
grounds, but permitted
him to get admitted to a pri-
vate hospital for treatment.
The ED, in September, filed
an application seeking to
constitute a medical board
to verify Malik's health con-
dition. Special Judge R N
Rokade on Friday directed
the dean of JJ hospital to
constitute a medical board,
comprising the head of the
urology department, a
nephrologist and the head
of department from the
general physician depart-
ment. "The board shall
conduct a detailed exami-
nation and determine the
health condition of the ac-
cused Nawab Malik," the
court said.

Mumbai, Jan 20 (PTI): 

The Bombay High Court
on Friday granted interim
bail to Videocon Group
founder Venugopal Dhoot
nearly a month after he was
arrested in the Videocon-
ICICI Bank loan fraud case,
noting that the reason men-
tioned by the CBI for his ar-
rest was "quite casual and
without any substance".

Stating that an investigat-
ing officer cannot arrest
any accused as per his
"whims and fancies", the
high court also rapped the
special court saying it did
not make any "serious ef-
forts" to scrutinise the re-
mand application as well as
the case diary.

A division bench of
Justices Revati Mohite Dere
and P K Chavan further
noted that there has been a
calculated move by the CBI
to "concoct non-attendance
and non-cooperation" in the
probe by Dhoot, but in face
the material placed before
the court demonstrated
Dhoot's diligence and bona-
fide.

Dhoot was arrested on
December 26, 2022 and is
presently in judicial cus-
tody. His lawyers Sandeep
Ladha and Viral Babar said
they would now initiate
Dhoot's release formalities.
This is the second time the
Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) has re-
ceived flak from the court

in this case. The same
bench had of January 9
while granting bail to the
co-accused in the case -
Chanda Kochhar, former
MD and CEO of ICICI bank
and her husband Deepak
Kochhar - had come down
heavily on the CBI for mak-
ing the arrest of the couple
in a casual and mechanical
manner and without appli-
cation of mind.

The bench on Friday
granted interim bail to
Dhoot on a surety of Rs one
lakh. The court permitted
him to furnish cash bail
and deposit the surety
amount two weeks there-
after. The order was passed
in a petition filed by Dhoot
seeking interim bail and to

quash the CBI FIR. The
court would hear the peti-
tion on February 6 on the
main issue of quashing the
FIR.

The bench, in its 48-page
judgment, said arrest is not
mandatory in each and
every case, and added that
in the present case the
ground of arrest mentioned
by the CBI was "quite casu-
al and without any sub-
stance".

"The investigating offi-
cer cannot arrest the ac-
cused at his whims and
fancies. Non-compliance
of section 41 of the CrPC
(Code of Criminal
Procedure) is apparent,"
the court said.

Section 41 of the CrPC

mandates a police officer to
first issue a notice to an ac-
cused for questioning and
to make arrest only when
the custody of the accused
is necessary. The order said
that a police officer is not
only expected to record rea-
sons for arrest in writing
but even in cases where he
chooses not to arrest, he
has to assign reasons.

BJP chief Nadda coins HIRA’ to 
highlight govt’s focus on highways,

internet, railways, airways
Ghazipur (UP), Jan 20 (PTI): 

BJP president J P
Nadda on Friday gave a
new term HIRA' to the de-
velopment lexicon, high-
lighting that the central
government's focus has
been on highways, inter-
net, railways and airways.
He also said when the en-
tire world is reeling under
a financial crisis, India
has become the world's
fifth-largest economy, sur-
passing Britain.

"Today, I say that devel-
opment means HIRA -- H
for Highway, I for
Internet, R for Railways
and A for Airways,"
Nadda said addressing a
public meeting here.

"Today, when I was com-
ing (from Kashi), I saw
Ghazipur has changed a
lot. Earlier, it took hours
to reach Ghazipur from
Kashi. Today, it took just
one-and-a-half-hour," 
he added.

He also said India's
growth in electronics has
been six times higher and
the export is Rs 70,000
crore. Referring to the
Centre's direct benefit
transfer (DBT) initiative,
Nadda said, "There was a
time when the country's
prime minister used to
say that he sends Rs 1 and
only 15 paise reaches (the
beneficiary).

Where does 85 (paise)
go? But, today, through di-

rect benefit transfer, Rs
6,000 is transferred into
the accounts of lakhs of
farmers." He was appar-
ently referring to former
PM Rajiv Gandhi's re-
marks in 1985.

The BJP national presi-
dent said under the lead-
ership of Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath, Uttar
Pradesh is moving for-
ward by leaps and bounds.
"During the government
of Akhilesh (Yadav),
when we used to send
money, it used to go some-
where else as there was a
hole in the bowl (of the
state government). No
work was done on the
ground using that money,"
he alleged.

New Delhi, Jan 20 (PTI): 

The Delhi High Court
on Friday sought the
Centre's stand on a peti-
tion seeking employment
of transgender persons
and quotas for them in
public appointment.

Justice Prathiba M
Singh made the central
government a party to a
plea by a transgender per-
son, which also seeks ef-
fective implementation of
the provisions of the
Transgender Persons
(Protection of Rights) Act,
2019.

The court took note of
the Social Welfare
Department of the Delhi
government writing to the
Centre with regard to
"anti transgender bullying

policies" as well as notifi-
cation of rules under the
Act, and asked the city au-
thorities to state their
stand on the petition.

"Considering the com-
munications, it is deemed
appropriate to implead
Union of India... Issue no-
tice," said Justice Singh
observing that the petition
raised an important issue.

The plea was filed last
year after the petitioner
was unable to apply follow-
ing a vacancy advertised
by the Delhi Subordinate
Services Selection Board
on account the online por-
tal not having transgender'
as an option for identifica-
tion of the applicant.

The petitioner said vari-
ous positions that were ad-
vertised carried a specific

requirement about the
gender of the candidate
being a male or female.

The counsel for the
Delhi government said
since then steps have been
taken to update the portal
and it now recognises
male, female as well as
transgender as options for
candidates.

The petitioner said the
update was not sufficient
as there are still posts re-
quiring male or female
candidates which will
force a transgender to
choose either of the two.
The petitioner has termed
it discriminatory and in
violation of the transgen-
der persons act.

The Delhi government
counsel said the ruling dis-
pensation has of its own

accord relaxed the mini-
mum age requirement for
transgender persons by 5
years and minimum
marks requirement by 5
per cent.

Listing the matter for re-
sumed hearing in March,
the court clarified in the
meantime, the petitioner
will be free to apply
against vacancies irre-
spective of the gender
specified in the advertise-
ment.

The petitioner has
sought several directions
to the authorities, includ-
ing notifying separate va-
cancies for transgender
persons in all advertise-
ments issued for recruit-
ment to teaching positions
in schools administered by
the Delhi government.

IAF air show captivates 
audience in Kalaikunda

Kalaikunda, Jan 20 (PTI): 

Children as well as
grown-ups erupted in rap-
turous applause as nine
Surya Kiran aircraft in
colours of day-glow or-
ange and white flew past
in low altitude in a marvel-
lous display of aerobatics
at the Kalaikunda airforce
station here.

Flight Lt Ridhima
Gurung, the spokesperson
of the Surya Kiran team,
said the aerobatic show
was organised to encour-
age young men and
women to join the defence
forces.

"The Hawk Mark 132
aircraft entered in an
arrow formation, carried
out a loop, followed by a
fly by in a diamond forma-
tion. Additionally, these
took the shape of a rotor
dedicated to the light com-
bat helicopter Prachand,
which has just been in-

ducted in the Indian Air
Force," she told reporters.

Single aircraft displays,
including a fly past in an
inverted form, were per-
formed by the team's com-
manding officer Group
Captain GS Dhillon,
Gurung said Some sched-
uled aerobatic displays,

however, had to be can-
celled owing to low visibil-
ity at Kalaikunda and its
vicinity in West Bengal's
Paschim Medinipur dis-
trict, she said. Earlier in
the day, a breathtaking
para-jumping perform-
ance was given by nine
bravehearts of the IAF.

Master warrant officer
AA Baidya, who led the
Akash Ganga team that
performed the para-jump-
ing in various formations,
also said that the initia-
tive was meant to inspire
youth to join the Defence
forces.

Air Officer
C o m m a n d i n g ,
Kalaikunda AirForce
Station, Air Commodore
Ran Singh told reporters
that the station had cele-
brated its Raising Day on
December 14, but the air
show to mark the occa-
sion was organised on
Friday.

The IAF's Surya Kiran
team has made 600 air aer-
obatic performances, cov-
ering 72 locations in India,
in its 26 years of existence,
Gurung said. "The team
has also performed
abroad, in countries like
Singapore, China, UAE
and Sri Lanka," she added.

In a first, SSC to conduct multi-tasking staff exams in
13 regional languages in addition to English, Hindi

New Delhi, Jan 20 (PTI): 

The Staff Selection
Commission will conduct
the multi-tasking (non-
technical) staff examina-
tion, 2022, in 13 regional
languages in addition to
Hindi and English for the
first time, an official state-
ment issued on Friday
said.

The 13 regional lan-
guages are Urdu, Tamil,
Malayalam, Telugu,
Kannada, Assamese,
Bengali, Gujarati,
Konkani, Manipuri(also
Meiti), Marathi, Odia and
Punjabi, it said.

The SSC is one of the
largest recruiting agen-
cies of the government
with its main mandate
being recruitment to all
Group B (non-gazetted)
and Group C (non-techni-

cal) posts in various cen-
tral ministries/depart-
ments. The medium of ex-
aminations conducted by
the Commission is nor-
mally Hindi and English.

Union Minister of State
for Personnel, Public
Grievances and Pensions
Jitendra Singh said the
move is in tune with
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's vision of providing
a level playing field to all
job aspirants and to en-
sure that no one is denied
an opportunity or being at
disadvantaged due to lan-
guage barrier.

He said the move will
fulfil the long pending de-
mand of candidates from
different states, and par-
ticularly from south India,
for the exams being con-
ducted earlier in English
and Hindi.

"This is likely to benefit
a very large number of
candidates from all over
the country," the minister
added. Singh asserted that
after this historic move,
efforts are on to gradually
include all the languages
mentioned in Eighth
schedule to the
Constitution.

He said PM Modi dur-
ing the inauguration of
the the "Kashi Tamil
Sangamam" in Varanasi
in November last year had
pointed out that 'despite
having one of the world's
oldest living languages,
i.e., Tamil, we lack in hon-
ouring it fully".

Singh said it is the con-
tinuous endeavour of SSC
to provide level playing
field to different sections
of the population so as to
bridge the regional dispar-

ities and attain the ideals
of the Constitution while
at the same time celebrat-
ing the linguistic diversity
of our country.

The minister said in
order to review the
scheme and syllabus of
examinations conducted
by the Commission, in-
cluding the medium in
which the examinations
are conducted, the
Department of
Personnel and Training
had constituted an ex-
pert committee.

It, has, inter-alia, rec-
ommended that it would
be in fitness of things to
conduct the examina-
tions for lower-level posts
in multiple languages,
which to begin with, can
start with a few lan-
guages and then gradual-
ly increase to include all

the languages mentioned
in Eighth schedule to the
Constitution, said the
statement issued by the
Personnel Ministry. The
government has accepted
the recommendations of
the committee, it added.
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People from the Christian community take part in a peace rally, in Kolkata, Friday.

PEACE RALLY

Akash Ganga team of the Indian Air Force performs during
the celebration of the Raising Day of Kalaikunda Air Force
Station, in Kalaikunda, Friday.

A traditional way of extracting oil using a bull being displayed at an exhibition stall during the 'Millets and
Organics - International Trade Fair 2023', in Bengaluru, Friday.

TRADE FAIR

Delhi HC seeks Centre’s stand on plea
for employment of transgender persons

HC grants Dhoot interim bail
CBI’s reason to arrest Venugopal ‘quite casual’ and ‘sans substance’

Money laundering case

Court asks govt hospital
to form medical board to

examine Nawab Malik



Road rage
BBeennggaalluurruu:: A man was
dragged on the bonnet
of a car for a kilometre
in a road rage incident
in the city on Friday,
police said. The CCTV
footage of the incident
has gone viral on social
media showing one
Darshan struggling to
stay put on the car,
allegedly driven by a
woman identified as
Priyanka. According to
police, a road accident
between Darshan’s car
and Priyanka’s vehicle
took place on the
Jnanabharathi Main
Road in the morning. As
Priyanka’s car allegedly
crashed with Darshan’s
car, the latter came out
of the vehicle. When
Darshan tried to stop
the car and speak to the
occupants, Priyanka
allegedly accelerated
the car at high speed
and drove away.

EC displeasure
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Days after
Congress leader Ajoy
Kumar was allegedly
attacked in Tripura, the
Election Commission on
Friday conveyed its “dis-
pleasure” to the state
chief secretary and
police chief and asked
them to explain as to
why the situation got
escalated despite pres-
ence of sufficient num-
ber central forces,
sources said. The poll
panel also took “strin-
gent” action against
some officers “for not
taking appropriate
action in time”. It
ordered suspension and
immediate removal of
Jirania sub-division,
West Tripura sub divi-
sional police officer. The
poll watchdog also
ordered immediate
removal of officer-in-
charge of Ranibazaar
police station and offi-
cer-in-charge of Jirania
police station.

Girl suicide
LLaattuurr:: A 14-year-old girl
allegedly committed sui-
cide citing mental harass-
ment by her teacher in
Maharashtra’s Latur dis-
trict, police said on
Friday. Shrawani Sanjay
Naiknavare, a Class 9 stu-
dent at a private school,
allegedly hanged herself
at her house in Ausa Road
on Wednesday evening,
an official said. In a sui-
cide note recovered from
the scene, the victim
claimed that a male
teacher in the school had
mentally harassed her by
taunting her in class, he
said. Based on a com-
plaint lodged by the girl’s
mother, the police have
registered a case under
relevant sections of the
Indian Penal Code, the
official said, adding that
no arrest has been made
in this regard.

BRAVERY AWARD

(L-R) Krishna Menariya from Rajasthan, Azaan Kapoor from Punjab and Krishna
Nimesh Sheth from Maharashtra who are selected for the National Bravery Award,
during a press conference ahead of Republic Day 2023, in New Delhi, Friday.

PARADE REHEARSALS

National Service Scheme volunteers march past during rehearsals for the
Republic Day Parade 2023, at Kartavya Path in New Delhi, Friday.

BRIEF

An artist makes busts of
Netaji Subhash Chandra
Bose for his upcoming 

birthday, at Krishnanagar in
Nadia, Friday.
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Nandini Nagar (Gonda,
UP), Jan 20 (PTI): Under-
fire Wrestling Federation
of India (WFI) chief Brij
Bhushan Sharan Singh on
Friday termed the protest
by the country’s top grap-
plers “dharna of Shaheen
Bagh” and reiterated that
he won’t quit from the
post. The agitating
wrestlers on Friday
reached out to the Indian
Olympic Association
(IOA), demanding forma-
tion of an enquiry commit-
tee to probe the allegations
of sexual harassment
against Singh, a day after
threatening to lodge multi-
ple FIRs against the WFI
chief. However, Singh has
stuck to his stand to not re-
linquish the post. “The
protest by wrestlers
against me is the dharna of
Shaheen Bagh,” Singh,
who is also a sixth-time
Lok Sabha MP from UP’s
Kaisarganj constituency,

told reporters in his native
place here. Singh also
termed the protest in
Delhi’s Jantar Mantar an
attack on BJP and orches-
trated by the Congress
party. Earlier speaking to a
TV channel, he had said,
“The protesting players
have become a toy in the
hands of Congress and
Deepinder Hooda. This
type of conspiracy was

done against me by the
Congress almost three
decades ago. Once again
the conspiracy has been re-
peated. “I had earlier said
that there was a conspira-
cy, and big powers are be-
hind it. Now those forces
are coming out in the
open.” He added, “The pic-
ture becomes more clear
with the tweets and state-
ments by Congress general

secretary Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra and
Deepinder Hooda. This at-
tack is not only on me, but
on the Bharatiya Janata
Party through me,” Singh
had said. Singh is sched-
uled to hold a press confer-
ence at Nandini Nagar
Stadium in Gonda later in
the evening.

Top Indian wrestlers
had on Thursday refused
to back down from their
demand to disband the
WFI as they met union
sports minister Anurag
Thakur. Celebrated Indian
wrestlers, including
Olympic medallist Bajrang
Punia and Sakshi Malik,
world championship
medallist Vinesh Phogat
and others have been stag-
ing a sit-in protest for the
past two days at Jantar
Mantar against the WFI
president, accusing him of
sexual harassment and in-
timidation.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJaann  2200  ((PPTTII))::

Aviation regulator DGCA on
Friday imposed a penalty of Rs
30 lakh on Air India as well as
suspended the license of the
pilot-in-command of the New
York-Delhi flight in which a
person allegedly urinated on a
female co-passenger. 

In the incident, which hap-
pened on November 26, 2022,
the watchdog has also slapped
a fine of Rs 3 lakh on Air
India’s Director of in-flight
services for failing to dis-
charge her duties.

The enforcement actions
for violation of applicable
norms come nearly two
months after the incident,
which came to the notice of
the Directorate General of

Civil Aviation (DGCA) only on
January 4. This is also the first
time that DGCA has penalised
an airline for unruly passenger
behaviour onboard a flight. In
a statement, an Air India
spokesperson said it is in
receipt of the DGCA order and
studying it. “We respectfully
acknowledge the gaps in our
reporting and are taking rele-
vant steps to ensure that the
same are addressed. We are
also strengthening our crews’
awareness of and compliance
with policies on the handling
of incidents involving unruly
passengers,” the airline
spokesperson said. On
Thursday, Air India had
imposed a four-month flying
ban on Mishra, who is in jail
now. Earlier, the airline had

barred him from flying for 30
days. In its statement on
Friday, the Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA) said
enforcement actions have
been taken in the incident,
which came to the notice of
the regulator on January 4.

The watchdog had issued
show cause notices to Air
India’s Accountable Manager,
Director in-flight services, all
the pilots and cabin crew
members of that flight as to
why enforcement action
should not be taken against
them for dereliction of their
regulatory obligations.

DGCA examined the written
replies of Air India and the
personnel involved and decid-
ed on the enforcement
actions.

New Delhi, Jan 20 (PTI):

A charge sheet filed by
an investigating agency is
not a public document,
the Supreme Court said
on Friday, holding that
putting it in public do-
main will violate the
rights of both the victim
and the accused.

The top court made the
observations while hear-
ing a plea by journalist
Saurav Das seeking free
public access to charge
sheets and final reports
filed as per Section 173 of
the Code of Criminal
Procedure, 1973. “If the
relief as prayed in the
present petition is al-
lowed and all the

chargesheets and rele-
vant documents produced
along with the
chargesheets are put on
the public domain or on
the websites of the State
Governments it will be
contrary to the Scheme of

the Criminal Procedure
Code and it may as such
violate the rights of the
accused as well as the vic-
tim and/or even the in-
vestigating agency.
“Putting the FIR on the
website cannot be equat-

ed with putting the
charge sheets along with
the relevant documents
on the public domain and
on the websites of the
State Governments,” a
bench of Justices M R
Shah and C T Ravikumar
said.

The top court dis-
missed the PIL for lack of
merit. The apex court
orally observed that if
FIRs are given to those
unrelated to the case like
busybodies and NGOs,
they might be misused.
Advocate Prashant
Bhushan submitted it is
the duty of every public
authority to put out that
information suo motu (of
its own accord).

SC to hear plea of disqualified
Lakshadweep MP 

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The Supreme Court Friday agreed to hear on January
27 the plea of Mohammed Faizal, who was disqualified as Lok
Sabha MP following his conviction in an attempt to murder case,
challenging the Election Commission’s press note announcing
conduct of by-election in his erstwhile Lakshadweep constituen-
cy. A bench of Chief Justice DY Chandrachud and Justice PS
Narasimha took note of the submissions of senior advocate Kapil
Sibal, appearing for Faizal, that he wanted the Kerala High Court
to decide on his plea for suspension of conviction and sentence
before the by-election is notified.

New Delhi, Jan 20 (PTI):

In a relief to filmmaker
Leena Manimekalai, the
Supreme Court on Friday
granted her interim pro-
tection from coercive ac-
tion in connection with
FIRs registered against
her in various states over
a controversial poster of
her upcoming documen-
tary film showing god-
dess Kali smoking a ciga-
rette.

A bench of Chief
Justice D Y Chandrachud
and Justice P S
Narasimha issued notices
to the Centre, Delhi,
Madhya Pradesh, Uttar
Pradesh and Uttarakhand
governments on her plea.

The top court noted
that a look out circular
has been issued against
her. “No coercive steps
shall be taken against the
petitioner either on the
basis of FIRs or pursuant
to any FIR which may
have been lodged or may
be lodged in relation of
the same matter...

“At this stage, it may be
noted that lodging of FIRs
in multiple case may be of
serious prejudice. We are
inclined to issue notice so
that all FIRs can be con-
solidated in one place in
accordance with law,” the
bench said.

Advocate Kamini
Jaiswal, appearing for
Manimekalai, submitted

she had no intention of
hurting religious feelings.
She said the objective of
the film was to depict the
goddess in an inclusive
sense.

In her petition filed
through advocate Indira
Unninayar, Manimekalai
has said her attempt as a
creative filmmaker was
not to offend the religious
sentiment of anyone but
to depict the image of a
radically inclusive god-
dess. She has said her
documentary film shows
the broad-minded traits of
the goddess.

She has made the four
states respondents in her
plea along with some in-
dividuals.

New Delhi, Jan 20 (PTI):

The government is like-
ly to extend fiscal incen-
tives for the production of
toys, bicycles and leather
and footwear in the forth-
coming budget as it looks
to expand production
linked incentive (PLI)
scheme to cover more
high-employment poten-
tial sectors, sources said.

The government has al-
ready rolled out the
scheme with an outlay of
about Rs 2 lakh crore for
as many as 14 sectors, in-
cluding automobiles and
auto components, white
goods, pharma, textiles,
food products, high-effi-
ciency solar PV modules,
advance chemistry cell
and speciality steel.

The scheme aims to
make domestic manufac-
turing globally competi-
tive and create global
champions in manufactur-
ing, and it is yielding solid
results, sources said.

A proposal to extend PLI
scheme benefits to differ-
ent sectors such as toys
and leather is at advanced
stages of finalisation and
there is a likelihood that it
may figure in the Budget,
they added.

One of the sources said
there are some savings
from this Rs 2 lakh crore
which could be considered
for other sectors.

The Budget for 2023-24 is
scheduled to be presented
by Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
February 1.

KKoocchhii,,  JJaann  2200  ((PPTTII))::  The Kerala
High Court on Friday granted
anticipatory bail to four peo-
ple, including a former Director
General of Police (DGP), in
connection with the 1994 ISRO
espionage case.

The Supreme Court on
December 2 last year quashed
the Kerala High Court order
granting the anticipatory bail
to the accused and remanded
the matter back to the High
Court and directed it to decide
the issue within four weeks.

Justice K Babu, while granti-
ng the anticipatory bail, direct-
ed them to appear before the
investigating officer on
January 27. The High Court
directed the investigating
agency to grant them bail in

case the accused were arrest-
ed on that day and asked the
accused to appear before the
sleuths every Monday and
Friday for the next two weeks
after that. The court banned
the accused also from travel-
ling abroad and granted bail on
sureties worth Rs one lakh.

The apex court had directed
the High Court to decide the
petitions “afresh on its own
merits.” The Supreme Court
directive came on the CBI’s
appeal against the High Court
order granting bail to former
Gujarat DGP R B Sreekumar,
two former police officers of
Kerala S Vijayan and Thampi S
Durga Dutt, and a retired intel-
ligence official P S
Jayaprakash.

New Delhi, Jan 20 (PTI):

Lt Commander Disha
Amrith, a woman naval
air operations official post-
ed at a strategic base, will
lead the Indian Navy’s
Republic Day contingent
of 144 young sailors and
its tableau will showcase
the ‘Nari Shakti’ in force.

Navy officials said three
women and five men
Agniveers will also partic-
ipate in the parade at
Kartavya Path.

Besides Amrith, anoth-
er woman officer — Sub Lt
Valli Meena S — will be
among the three platoon
commanders of the naval
contingent. A Bachelor of
Engineering in Computer
Science from BMS College

of Engineering in
Karnataka, 29-year-old
Amrith was part of the
National Cadet Corps’s
Republic Day team in 2008
and harboured the dream
of being part of the
marching contingents of
one of the three services at
the celebrations in Delhi.

“Since 2008, I was nur-
turing this dream of being
part of the Republic Day
contingent of the armed
forces. It is an amazing op-
portunity that the Indian
Navy has given me (to lead
the naval contingent),” she
said.

The officer, who hails
from Mangaluru, got into
the Navy in 2016 and has
been posted at a key naval
facility in the Andaman

and Nicobar islands after
completing her training in
2017. “I am an aviator for
Dornier aircraft and have
been carrying out sorties
in the plane,” she told PTI.

Last month, Navy Chief
Admiral R Hari Kumar
said the Navy is looking at
opening all its branches
for women from 2023.

Sharing her experience,
Amrith said she always
wanted to be part of the
armed forces and it was
partly inspired by her par-
ents as well.

“My father also wanted
to be part of the services
but could not. I am proud
to be part of the Navy and
will continue to serve the
Navy with full zeal and
dedication,” she said.

Congress to 
launch campaign to

spread Rahul’s message
across India

KKaatthhuuaa  ((JJ&&KK)),,  JJaann  2200  ((PPTTII)):: The
Congress will launch a two-month
door-to-door campaign across
India from next week to spread
Rahul Gandhi’s message among
the masses, senior leader Jairam
Ramesh said on Friday. The
Gandhi-led Bharat Jodo Yatra is a
fight between the BJP-RSS com-
bine’s ideology and the Congress,
which has always believed in unity
and brotherhood, Ramesh said and
mentioned that his party had pre-
pared a “charge sheet” against the
Prime Minister Narendra Modi-led
central government. “The
Congress has prepared a charge
sheet against the Modi govern-
ment that will be released in Delhi
on Saturday. We will go with
copies of the charge sheet along
with the message of Rahul Gandhi
to every household in the country,”
the Ramesh, the Congress general
secretary said at the end of the
Bharat Jodo Yatra’s first day here.

WFI chief compares wrestlers’
protest with Shaheen Bagh stir

Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh refuses to quit

Wrestling Federation of India (WFI) President Brij
Bhushan Sharan Singh arrives to speak with the media
regarding recent allegations of sexual harassment
against him, in Gonda district, Friday.

Putting charge sheet in public domain
may violate rights of accused, victims: SC

New York-Delhi flight urination incident

DGCA slaps Rs 30 lakh fine on Air India,
suspends pilot license for 3 mths 

Govt may announce PLI scheme
for more sectors in Budget

ISRO spy case

HC grants former
cops advance bail

Woman naval air operations officer to lead
Indian Navy’s contingent at R-Day parade

Goddess Kali poster row

SC says no coercive action to be taken
against filmmaker Leena Manimekalai
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Released murder convict makes gang;
commits thefts with three accomplices

Central Chronicle News
BBhhiillaaii,,  JJaann  2200::  With the arrest of
four ruffians, police claimed to have
solved six cases of thefts which oc-
curred in Patan Police Station lim-
its. They targeted the mobile shops,
locked houses and grocery stores at
06 different places. They moved
around on bike or car to conduct
recce before committing thefts.
They lifted the shop shutters with
crowbars (Sabbal) to trespass into
the locked shops and commit
thefts. Kingpin of the gang has al-
ready spent 16 years in jail after
being convicted for murder. He be-
friended other inmates of the jail
and formed a gang after getting re-
leased from jail. Police recovered
stolen booty worth Rs 10 lakh, one
four wheeler (Tavera) used in theft
and 3 two-wheelers from the ac-
cused. It was a joint action of Anti-
Crime and Cyber Unit Durg; Police
Station Patan and Police Station
Jamgaon (R).

While addressing media persons

at Patan on Friday, SP Dr Abhishek
Pallava informed that they have
been receiving complaints regard-
ing thefts at various villages of Durg
district. Taking the matter into seri-
ous cognizance, joint teams of
ACCU and police stations made ef-
forts to trace the accused under the
guidance of ASP (Rural) Anant
Sahu, SDOP (Patan) Devansh Singh
Rathore and DSP (Crime)
NaasarSiddhiqui. The joint team led
by ACCU I/c Inspector Santosh
Mishra, SHO (Patan) Rajkumar
Lahre, SHO (Jamgaon) Sub-
Inspector RadheshyamJuri rounded
up a suspect in village Gadadeeh.

The suspect Abhishek Joseph (24)
son of John Herald a resident of Utai
confessed involvement in thefts. He
disclosed the names of his accom-
plices including Hitesh Kumar Sahu
(35) son of KishanSahu a resident
of Utai; Ghanshyam Rajput (24) son
of Panchanand Singh Rajput a resi-
dent of Utai and Rajesh Ratre (40)
son of Anand Ratre a resident of
Patan. All four are friends and used
to meet at Utai Bus Stand. About 03
months ago, they together planned
and burgled 22 sacks of paddy, LCD
TV etc from the house of Yogesh
Kumar Narang in village Katro.
Later on December 01, 2022, they

committed theft at the mobile shop
of Hitesh Kumar Sahu in village
Katro. On the intervening night of
January 07 and 08, they targeted
the Sahu Mobile Shop and Choice
Center in village Gudhiyari. On the
same night, they committed theft
at Sewa Kendra and Mobile Shop of
village Pauha. On January 10, they
burgled groceries and other items
from a Shop in village Sehgaon of
Nandani Nagar. On January 17, they
had stolen a Hydraulic Pump,
TulluPump and tools from village
Pandar. 

All the four accused have been
arrested and sent to jail on judicial
remand. The accused Rajesh Ratre
has served 15 years of imprison-
ment on charges of murder. All the
other accused also have criminal
records. ACCU Assistant Sub-
Inspector Chandrashekhar Soni,
Head Constable RumanSonwani,
Constable Rajkumar Chandra,
Pankaj Chaturvedi, Constables
Vikrant and Dinesh played a vital
role in arresting the accused.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 20: Police ar-
rested three ruffians on
charges of theft of metal
scrap. About six tonnes of
metal scrap worth Rs 3.60
lakhs loaded on a pickup
truck was recovered from
their possession.

The vehicle was parked
in front of a godown.
During interrogation, it
was discovered that
godown owner Shiv
Sharma is the kingpin of
the gang of thieves in-
volved in thefts of metal
scrap. Police are trying to
trace the absconding ac-
cused Shiv Sharma.

CSP Prabhat Kumar
(IPS) informed that on
January 19, they received
a complaint from one
Ramesh Soni regarding
theft of components of LN
Tower and TTH Tower
from Hathkhoj. The com-

ponents were made of an-
gles and checker plates
and were weighing around
six tonnes.

Under the guidance of
SP Dr Abhishek Pallava,
Old Bhilai Police launched
investigations and the net-
work of informers was ac-
tivated. Meanwhile, police
received a tip off regard-
ing some ruffians who
were trying to sell metal
scrap. Acting on the tip off,
the police team swung into
action and the suspects

were taken into custody.
During interrogation, the
suspects revealed that one
Shiv Sharma of
Khursipar had asked them
to steal LN Tower and
TTH Tower components.
After committing theft,
they concealed some metal
in the bushes in
Engineering Park
Hathkhoj and loaded the
remaining metal on a
Pickup Truck. They had
parked this truck near the
godown of Shiv Sharma.

Police arrested
BansilalBarle (25) son of
Balaram Barley a resident
of Shivaji Nagar,
Khursipar; Harsh Taneja
(21) son of Anil Kumar
Taneja of Gol Market,
Vaishali Nagar and Jasbir
Singh (29) son of Late
Jaswant Singh a resident
of Khursipar under the
provisions mentioned in
section 457, 380 of IPC.
Police are trying to trace
the absconding accused
Shiv Sharma.

Bhilai, Jan 20: Under the
14th Tribal Youth
Exchange Programme,
Border Security Force has
selected and sent 20 tribal
youth including 10 boys
and 10 girls from Kanker
for a tour to Chandigarh. It
is the second group of trib-
al youth sent on tour of
other cities under this pro-
gramme.

The group of tribal
youth is being accompa-
nied by one female and
one male officer / person-
nel of Border Security
Force. BSF is organising
fourteen such tours this
year for about 290 youth.

Under this exposure
visit, the tribal youth will
be able to understand the
cultural ethos, language,
lifestyles of the people de-
picting Socio -economic

and Cultural Development
and Development process
unity in the diversity as-
pect of our national life.

They will be exposed to
the technological and in-
dustrial advancement that
have taken place in differ-
ent states of the country
with focus on various de-
velopmental activities,
skill development, educa-

tional and employment op-
portunities available
there.

They will be sensitized
about their rich tradition-
al & cultural heritage.
This programme will help
the tribal youth to develop
emotional linkages with
their peer groups in other
parts of the country and
enhance their self esteem.

IG Indraj Singh (BSF
Frontier Headquarters,
Special Operations,
Chhattisgarh) and DIG
(Intelligence) Dinesh
Murmu interacted with
the youth at BSF
Headquarters in Risali be-
fore their departure for
Chandigarh. They extend-
ed greetings and best
wishes to the youth.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 20:
Department of Education
and Department of
Sociology of St Thomas
College jointly organised a
Webinar on 'Human
Trafficking- Modern Day
Slavery'. The programme
began with the welcome
speech ofprincipal Dr MG
Roymon. Administrator of
the college father Dr Joshi
Varghese gracedthe occa-
sion by giving his presence.

Dr Sudha Bharadwaj,
Trade Unionist and Human
Rights Lawyer, Mumbai
was the GuestSpeaker of
the event. Dr Sudha
Bharadwaj, focused on the

various causes of hu-
mantrafficking and how it
can be controlled and vari-
ous Provisions in the Penal
Code to curb thismenace
from the society. The stu-
dents of BA and BEd active-
ly participated in thediscus-
sion hour of the webinar
and made it a sounding suc-
cess. Head of
EducationDepartment, Dr

Sheeja Thomas, introduced
the guestspeaker and Head
In charge ofSociology
Department, Deepti
Santosh, proposed the Vote
o f T h a n k s . D r R u p a
Shrivastavconducted the
program. Dr J Maju,
Chandan Dekate and Dr
Hari Prakash
Sonwaniextended technical
support.

Chamber delegate
inspects parking possibilities

under overbridge on NH
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 20:
Chhattisgarh Chamber of
Commerce and Industries,
Bhilai Unit on Friday ac-
companied the officials of
National Highway, PWD
Department and Municipal
Corporation and inspected
the under construction fly-
over on GE Road. During
this, the traders, under the-
leadership of State General
Secretary of the Chamber,
Ajay Bhasin, demanded
that parkingarrangements
be made under the flyover,
on which the officials
agreed and assured to make
arrangements. In this re-
gard, a detailed discussion
took place between the
chamber members and the
officials.

Giving information in a
press communique, State
General Secretary of the
Chamber, Ajay Bhasin said
that the Chamber had been
demanding for a parking

arrangement under the
under-construction flyover
on GE Road since long. He
added that there is a lot of
parking problem in the mar-
kets adjacent to GE Road in-
cluding Power House and
SupelaAkashganga of the
city. In such a situation,
parking arrangement under
the flyover will provide a lot
of relief not only to the
traders but also to the com-
mon people. It was in this
regard that chamber delega-
tion visited the spot. During
this, the chamber members

talked about developing this
place on the lines of
Rajnandgaon, so that along
with parking, a well-organ-
ized and beautiful arrange-
ment can be made here. SK
Jha from PWD Department,
Abhijeet Soni from
National Highways
Department, Corporation
Zone Commissioner
Rajendra Nayak, Sanjay
Sharma and chamber mem-
bers Vinay Singh, Prakash
Makhija, Babi, Sunil
Mishra were mainly pres-
ent during the discussion.

Trainee IAS officers visit 
flagship schemes of CG Govt

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 20: On Friday,
a team of 22 trainee IAS of-
ficers witnessed the ambi-
tious projects of
Chhattisgarh government.
On their arrival to Bhilai,
they met Bhilai Municipal
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Rohit Vyas.
He detailed the team about
the major schemes of the
government.

After meeting the BMC
Commissioner, the team
went out to get acquainted
with the important
schemes of Chhattisgarh
government. The team
came to know about the
health benefits people are
getting from the camp of
the Mobile Medical Unit.

Along with medical con-
sultation, the beneficiaries
are getting free pathology
tests, medicines, etc. The
team interacted with the
doctors and the beneficiar-
ies who had come for treat-

ment and inquired about
the benefits of the health
camp. Beneficiaries stated
that health camps are or-
ganized near their home
and locality through mo-
bile medical units.

They do not need to go to
other places and wait in
long queues. Further, the
treatment is done free of
cost. The team members
praised the scheme of
Chhattisgarh Government.
Trainee IAS team visited

Dhanwantri Medical Store
where the people are getting
medicines with 55 percent
discount. The team said
that this scheme will prove
to be a boon for the poor and
middle class people.

They expressed happi-
ness over the availability of
medicines through the
scheme in the hospital
premises itself. The team of
IAS trainees also visited
the C Mart and appreciated
the collection of handmade

products from different dis-
tricts of Chhattisgarh
under one roof.

IAS Trainees also visited
Swami Atmanand English
Medium Government
School Sector 6. They over-
saw the different models
made by children and in-
spected the Physics,
Chemistry and Biology
Lab. They received infor-
mation about the concept
and purpose of Swami
Atmanand English

Medium School.
They also visited the as-

tronomy lab. The team
members stated that it is a
great initiative in the edu-
cation sector. They spoke to
the students and were im-
pressed with the quick re-
sponse of children in
English. Sub-Divisional
Officer Jageshwar
Kaushal, Superintending
Engineer BK Dewangan
and others were present
during the visit.

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  BILASPUR,  SATURDAY, JANUARY 21,  2023

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 20:
Renowned Supreme Court
Lawyer and prolific PIL
petitioner Ashwini
Upadhyay is going to de-
liver a lecture on
Ramrajya and
Constitution of India at
Kalamandir in Civic
Centre on January 22.
Prabuddha Parishad,
Chhattisgarh is hosting
this event. Retired Judge
Maitreyi Mathur will pre-
side over this program

while MP Vijay Baghel
will be the special guest.

Media in-charge Akhil
Mishra informed that
Ashwini Upadhyay is an
active lawyer at Supreme
Court and has filed sever-
al Public Interest
Litigations pertaining to
social, legal, governance
and a wide range of other
issues including corrup-
tion, religious conversion,
flexible laws, inaction of
public representatives,
etc. Aware citizens, social
workers, lawyers, youth,
men and women will at-
tend the programme.

Ashwini Upadhyay, pop-
ularly known as PIL Man,

is known for fighting
against the anomalies pre-
vailing in the society. He
studied law from
Chaudhary Charan Singh
University and after com-

pleting his law course, he
started practicing in the
Supreme Court.

After participating in
Jan Lokpal Movement, he
filed public interest litiga-
tions for the reforms in
the Indian legal and politi-
cal system. He is known
for nationalist thoughts
and sharing his views in
the debates of top news
channels. His pursuit for
PILs has been so relent-
less that in July 2022, the
Supreme Court said that it
would need to set up a spe-
cial court for Upadhyay's
PILs.

He has filed more than
50 public interest litiga-

tions. In his PILs,
Upadhyay has challenged
certain sections of Places
of Worship Act 1991;
sought uniform divorce
law for women; ban on the
practice of polygamy and
nikah halala in Muslim
community.

He had sought fast trac-
ing of criminal trials
against MPs and MLAs
besides seeking life ban on
convicted politicians from
contesting polls. In this
PIL, the SC had ordered
that public prosecutors
cannot withdraw criminal
cases against lawmakers
without sanction from
High Courts.

At Kalamandir 
on January 22

PIL Champion Ashwini Upadhyay to deliver 
lecture on Ramrajya and Constitution

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 20: The
cleaning of small and big
drains located in the city
including all those in var-
ious wards under Durg
Municipal limits is being
continuously done under
strict monitoring. Where
there are complaints of
filling of garbage in the
drains located in the
wards, cleaning is being
done on a priority basis
by deploying cleaning
gangs.

For this, the staff of the
Health Department of
the Municipal
Corporation is active. On
the directions of MLA
Arun Vora, Mayor
Dheeraj Bakliwal and
Commissioner Lokesh
Chandrakar, the corpora-

tion staff is engaged in
cleaning work with
promptness.

On Friday, the cleaning
work of Kelabari Surana
College Ward No 40 drain
has been started, and the
entire stretch is being
cleaned, which was in-

spected by Health
Department in-charge
Hameed Khokhar. Apart
from this, cleaning of
drains is done regularly
in the whole city.

In the same sequence,
ward number 40 drain
cleaning work is in

progress. Cleaning of
Shankar Nagar drain is
being done continuously,
from Malviya Nagar to
Santrabari, Sindhi
Colony, Shankar Nagar
via Girdhari Nagar and
all the drains of the city
including Urla Basti.

Cleaning of ‘nullah’ near Kelabari-Surana
College initiated on war-footing

20 youth depart for Chandigarh under
Tribal Youth Exchange Programme

Webinar organised on ‘Human
Trafficking- Modern Day Slavery’

Ruffians held with stolen metal scrap worth Rs 3.60 lakh
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Ambikapur, Jan 20: Two-
day working committee
meeting of BJP started in
Ambikapur here on
Friday. In this meeting,
startegy would be formu-
lated for the state as per
the decisions taken in the
BJP’s national working
committee meeting held
recently in Delhi.

In the first session, the
meeting of BJP’s office
bearers was held and after
which the BJP state work-
ing committee meeting
started in the presence of

BJP State co-in-charge
Nitin Nabin, BJP State
President Arun Sao, BJP
National V-P Dr Raman
Singh, Union Minister of
State Renuka Singh and
general secretary BJP
Pawan Sai were present.

BJP State President
Arun Sao in his address
said that the term of BJP
National President JP
Nadda has been extended
for one year. BJP would be
contesting the next
Vidhan Sabha poll in
Chhattisgarh and the LS
polls on the achievements
of the BJP’s central gov-
ernment under leadership
of PM Narendra Modi and
the development works
done by the BJP in 15
years of its rule in

Chhattisgarh and under
leadership of BJP
National President JP
Nadda and with massive
mandate of general public
would  definitely win the
next polls.

Sao said that the
younger generation
should know that the new
Chhattisgarh state was
formed by the senior party
leader and ex-PM Late
Atal Bihari Vajpayee and
in 15 yrs of its rule, BJP
wrote a new chapter in
context of development in
the state and took the sick
and backward
Chhattisgarh to front-run-
ning and well-developed
state in the country. But
now with Congress gov-
ernment in the state, the

CM’s residence itself has
become centre of corrup-
tion, he alleged.

In the meeting LS MP
Santosh Pandey put up the
political resolution and it
was supported by the state
general secretary Kedar
Kashyap. Two proposals
were passed in the BJP’s
meeting and in the first
the PM Narendra Modi
was lauded for record win
in the Gujarat polls. In ad-
dition to this the commit-
tee expressed gratitude
and greetings to PM
Narendra Modi for pur-
chase of over 100 cr MT of
paddy in the state. In the
meeting, the committee
also expressed gratitude
towards the BJP national
leadership for the honour

of hosting the G-20 meet-
ing and selecting
Chhattisgarh for one of
its meeting.

Amit Sahu put forth
his views on
‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’,
Purandhar Mishra on
‘Bharat Shreshta Bharat’;
and BJ Pstate general sec-
retary OP Choudhary ex-
pressed views on ‘Mor
Aawas Mor Adhikar’.

This working commit-
tee meeting was attended
by BJP senior party
leader Ramvichar
Netam, Nandkumar Sai,
Vishnu Deo Sai,
Nankiram Kanwar,
Ramsewak Paikra,
Dharamlal Kaushik,
Amar Agrawal, Rajesh
Munat, Prem Prakash
Pandey, Sarguja div. in-
charge Sanjay
Shrivastava, Kiran Dev,
Raipur div. in-charge
Saurabh Singh, state gen.
secy. OP Choudhary,
Akhilesh Soni, state
spokesman Anurag
Singh Dev, Kedar Gupta,
Sandeep Sharam, BJP
district president Lalan
Pratap Singh, Major Anil
Singh, Bhaiyyalal
Rajwade and Kamalbhan
Singh.

BJP to contest VS, LS polls on
Centre’s achievements

And on develop-
ment by BJP govt
during its 15 yrs
rule

BJP passes two
political resolutions
in the state working
committee meeting

Expresses gratitude
towards PM Modi
for record victory in
Gujarat and for
paddy purchase
above 1 cr MT in
state

Raipur, Jan 20:
Chhattisgarh has become
the nation’s second-biggest
state in the country in
terms of donating paddy
to the central pool. Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
calling it a big achieve-
ment, has said that
Chhattisgarh has been cre-

ating new records in the
field of agriculture for the
past four years. He added
that this is the result of
the hard work of farmers
and their revived trust in
farming that the state is
gaining new achieve-
ments. The Chief
Minister, in his congratu-
latory message, said that
this is a big achievement
for the state that has bro-
ken old records.

Chief Minister Baghel
said that this year, the
state is creating a new
record of paddy purchas-
es. 103 lakh metric tonnes
of paddy had been pur-
chased till yesterday
evening. Hopefully, by the
last date of 31 January, we

will also surpass the esti-
mated figure of 110 lakh
metric tonnes.

According to the report
released by the
Government of India on 15
January, Chhattisgarh had
donated 92 lakh metric
tonnes of paddy to the
Central Pool. It has become
the second state to deposit
the highest quantity of
paddy. The farmer-friendly
policies of the
Chhattisgarh Government
have brought pleasant
changes in the field of agri-
culture and in the lives of
farmers. Under the leader-
ship of Chief Minister Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel, to pro-
mote crop productivity and
yield diversity, the Rajiv

Gandhi Kissan Nyaya
Yojana launched by the
Chhattisgarh Government
has emerged as a new force,
because of which there is a
continuous increase in the
number of farmers and
farming acreage. The
farmer-friendly schemes of
the Government of
Chhattisgarh have led to a
steady increase in the num-
ber of farmer registrations
in these four years. This
year, 24.96 lakh farmers
have registered, out of
which 2.3 lakh farmers are
new. This year 135 new pro-
curement centers have
started, because of which
the total number of pro-
curement centers has be-
come 2617.

Ch’garh becomes the second biggest state 
In terms of deposit-
ing the highest
quantity of paddy
to Central Pool

CM Baghel tweeted
a congratulatory
message, calls it a
big achievement

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJaann  2200:: Manoj Verma
has been appointed Public
Prosecutor of Raipur by
Department of Law and
Legislative Affairs,
Chhattisgarh Government.
Post of Raipur Public
Prosecutor was lying vacant
after the completion of 62
years of age of former
Public Prosecutor of Raipur
KK Shukla. After a pro-
longed appointment

process,  Manoj Verma has
been appointed as Public
Prosecutor. Expressing
delight over Manoj Verma’s
appointment as Public
Prosecutor, the advocates
including Hamid Jussain,
Aditya Jha, Raghvendra
Singh, Arvind Singh Chima,
Raju Ali, Nilesh Thakur, Deva
Dewangan, Yasmin Begum,
Vijay Kumar Bhoi, Vijay
Lanje, Mahendra Dewangan,

Moinuddin Qureshi, Vivek
Sahu, Morisha Naidu, Ranvir
SIngh Bhamra, Mohan Sahu,
Nayeem Rizvi, Vinod Bharat,
Shamim Parvin, Rakesh
Singh, Tarachand Kosle,
Sadik Ali and Rajendra Jain
have expressed gratitude
towards Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, law and
legal affairs minister Md
Akbar and advocate general
Satish Chandra Verma.

Manoj Verma appointed Raipur public prosecutor

Raipur, Jan 20 (PTI):
Shardul Thakur was
picked over Umran Malik
in the first ODI because he
adds “depth” to the Indian
batting but the Jammu and
Kashmir speedster re-
mains very much in the
scheme of things for the
ODI World Cup at home
this year, said bowling
coach Paras Mhambrey on
Friday.

Mhambrey said both
Thakur and Malik add
value to the team in differ-
ent ways.

“That (batting) is one of
the reasons why we picked
him (Thakur). He adds
depth to the batting. We
will have to see the surface
and decide the combination
accordingly. He has per-
formed well for India,”
Mhambrey said in the
media interaction ahead of
the second ODI.

On Malik, Mhambrey
said: “The way he has pro-
gressed, it is very hearten-
ing to see. Pace does matter

and adds a different dimen-
sion to the attack. The deci-
sion of playing him will de-
pend on surface and re-
quirement of the team
combination.

“He is very much in the
scheme of things as far as
world cup is concerned. He
adds a lot of value to the
team.”

Jasprit Bumrah has been
away from the team due to
back issues and Mhambrey
said the team is missing his
services.

“Bumrah is a unique
bowler and he is irreplace-
able, let’s accept that fact. It

is very difficult to replicate
his skills. On the order side,
it gives an opportunity for
others to be tested at this
level. We will find out what
they bring to the table and
how they deal with pres-
sure.”

When asked about
Mohammed Siraj, he was
all praise for the
Hyderabad pacer.

“I have seen him from
the India A set up. He did
exceedingly well with the
red ball. He used to get the
ball in but has worked on
his seam position to get the
ball away. He is a very im-
portant member of the
team not only for World
Cup but beyond that as
well.” New Zealand were
able to score 206 runs de-
spite losing six wickets for
131 runs on Wednesday. The
bowling coach said the
team discussed the issue at
length. “When you score
350 on a surface like that
you expect partnerships
from the other side, they

lost six quick wickets but
you expect in a game like
that, there will be a part-
nership, and they bat till 8.
Santner is a handy batter
as well.

“What is important is
you win games, you may be
tested. We have charted out
things we wanted to focus
on and implement in this
game. We are not looking at
too much experimentation
but we need to test players
that we have shortlisted.”

Mhambrey added that an
early start for the ODI
World Cup games at home
is something that ICC can
look into. “Ashwin raised a
valid point. Dew does play a
part in some venues. It de-
pends when and where you
are playing. When the ball
does get old, it really tilts to-
wards the bating side.

“The spin is not there
and makes batting easy. It is
something we can look
into. The ICC and other
members need to take this
forward. It is not my call.”

Both Thakur and Malik add value to team, who
plays will depend on surface: Paras Mhambrey

Bail to Soumya
Chourasia rejected
RRaaiippuurr,,  JJaann  2200::  The district
court has turned down the
bail application by the Dy.
Secretary in CM
Secretariat Soumya
Chourasia being involved
in money laundering and
coal levy case. The facts
by the defence in support
of the bail application was
turned down by the Court
one-by-one. After this the
Judge Ajay Singh in a two
line decision cancelled the
bail application. 

In this it was said that if
bail is granted to Soumya
Chourasia then it can
affect the evidence being
investigated and therefore
bail cannot be granted.
The advocate in the
defence of the applicant
Faizal Rizvi informed that
on getting certified copy
of this decision, they
would file petition in the
High Court.

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJaann  2200::  Preparations
are in full swing for the 85th
plenary session of Congress
to be held from 24-26
February in Nava Raipur.
Pradesh Congress in-charge
Kumari Selja, along with CM
Bhupesh, PCC Chief Mohan
Markam reached the venue of
the session. Chief Minister
and the in-charge reviewed
the preparations and gave
necessary instructions to the
leaders.

Discussion on political,
economic affairs, internation-
al affairs, issues pertaining to
farmers and agriculture,
social justice, youth educa-

tion and employment would
be held during three day ple-
nary session. Congress will
chalk out political strategy
for upcoming elections on all
such issues. Talking to the
reporters Selja said that
Chhattisgarh got an opportu-
nity to host the AICC plenary
session. Everyone will work
together for the success of
the session, she said.
Congress government is in
the state for four years and it
is a matter of pride that the
scheme of Chhattisgarh has
become an example for the
whole country, Selja said.
According to her BJP’s
Gujarat model has become
hollow.  Shailja will also dis-
cuss with senior leaders and
workers about the prepara-
tion of ‘Hath se Hath Jodo
Abhiyan’ on January 21 at 11
am in Rajiv Bhavan.

Preparations 85th plenary
session of Congress

In-charge Selja vis-
its venue, says CG’s
scheme an example
for whole country

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJaann  2200:: The review meeting
of the Education, Sports and Youth
Welfare Committee of Municipal
Corporation Raipur was held in the
presence of the members of the
committee under the chairman-
ship of Mayor Ejaz Dhebar in the
conference hall on the third floor
of Mahatma Gandhi Sadan. Many
resolutions were passed in the
meeting. The chairman of the

committee Jitendra Agrawal said
that the mayor instructed to
organize cricket matches among
all the 70 wards and to give cash
prize money to the teams coming
in the first three places. 

Ward teams will be led by the
concerned corporators. Citizens of
the wards will also be able to par-
ticipate in cricket matches. The
Mayor also suggested to organize

a show match among the women
corporators. The said event will be
conducted by the Municipal
Corporation with the support of
Rajiv Yuva Mitan at Netaji Subhash
Stadium. Agrawal further said that
on the demand of the members of
the committee, instructions were
given to the Superintending
Engineer Rajesh Sharma to take
action after obtaining proposals

for open gyms in all 70 wards.
Instructions were given to prepare
a proposal to select a place for
indoor gym for women in Subhash
Stadium. A proposal to award stu-
dents who have brought laurels to
the city by topping in eighth, tenth
and twelfth board exams and to
felicitate teachers on the occasion
of Teacher’s Day on September 5
was also passed.

Cricket matches to be played among 70 wards

Raipur, Jan 20: Imams,
Maulanas and members of
various committees of 40
mosques have unanimously
decided at a meeting held re-
cently in Raipur to avoid
participating in wedding
ceremony where DJ and fire-
works are used. No Maulavi

will teach Nikah in such
events. DJ and fireworks
have also been prohibited
completely in ‘sandal’ and
‘chadar’ taken out from time
to time in the city. Pointing
out some drawbacks in the
society city Qazi and other
Imams in the meeting ap-
pealed to the youth to follow
the right path, Qazi Imran
Ashrafi, Haji Abdul Hamid,

Nauman Akram Hamid and
Maulana Mohammad Ali in-
formed the reporters here.
Fireworks and DJ are pro-
hibited in Islam and their
use causes air pollution,
noise pollution and disrupts
traffic.

They also appealed to the
youth of the Muslim com-
munity to avoid doing works
which can cause distur-
bance. Youth should work
for maintaining peace in the
state and the country, they
said. Nauman Akram said
that it was decided in the
meeting that the Muslim so-

ciety would take steps to
stop the malpractices in
marriage and other pro-
grams of the Muslim society.
All the Imams present unan-
imously decided that they
will not teach Nikah in any
such marriage where Baja
and fireworks are used. All
the Imams present unani-
mously decided that they
will not teach Nikah in any
such marriage where Baja
and fireworks are used.
Along with this, the cleric
who has come from outside
will also not be allowed to
teach Nikah.

Maulvis to avoid teaching ‘Nikah’ 
If DJ and fireworks
are used in mar-
riages

Big decision of
Muslim society
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KKoonnddaaggaaoonn,,  JJaann  2200::  The Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY) is
proven to be a blessing for many
who were unable to build their
own homes due to poverty and
poor economic situation. PMAY
is now realizing the dream of
lakhs of people who had hoped to
possess their own pucca house.
Banshilal of Gram Panchayat
Khalari in District Panchayat
Baderajpur had a lifelong desire
of building a pucca house for his
family. However, due to the
house’s poor financial situation,
he was unable to have his perma-
nent home built. In such a case,
the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana
proved to be a gift and fulfilled
his desire.

Meanwhile, Banshilal states
that he and his three-member
family were living in a run-down

and dilapidated house. He used
to support his family by working
hard as an agricultural laborer.
His home’s financial situation
was weak. During the rainy sea-
son, water kept dropping from

the roof of his house, seeping
through the walls, and entering
the home. Water from the drain
flowing from the side of the
house also used to enter the
house numerous times. Along
with many challenges in living,
there was a worry of dilapidated
houses falling and animals such
as snakes and scorpions entering
the house. There was also a fear
of health problems due to raw
houses and moisture. In such a
condition, his main wish was to
buy his own pucca house. In this
situation, he heard about the
government’s ambitious Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana (Rural) ini-
tiative, which he used to get a
pucca house built in place of his
kutcha house. His dream of con-
structing a pucca house was real-
ized as a result of this. He stated

that, in addition to housing, we
are now receiving benefits from
various government welfare pro-
grams. The government looks
after our necessities, from jobs
to health care. We are overjoyed
as a result, and we convey our
heartfelt gratitude to the govern-
ment.

Banshilal is not the only one
who has benefited from this gov-
ernance program. Many resi-
dents in the district have
received their dream homes as a
result of the Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana. Following the
receipt of funding in District
Panchayat Baderajpur, the con-
struction of houses that had been
halted since the time of Corona
has accelerated, and the recipi-
ents are now seeing their homes
built. So far, a total of 1538 hous-

es have been sanctioned in
District Panchayat Baderajpur,
with construction work on 1226
houses completed and 312 hous-
es under construction.

In addition to this, Under the
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana, the
amount has been provided as the
first installment to 1538 benefici-
aries, the second installment to
1495 beneficiaries, the third
installment to 1308 beneficiaries,
and the fourth installment to 790
beneficiaries in District
Panchayat Baderajpur. This
amount has been deposited
directly into the bank accounts.
Due to this, the work of housing
construction has increased. At
the same time, there is a wave of
happiness among the beneficiar-
ies that their dream homes will
be built soon.

Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana a boon for Banshilal

Raipur, Jan 20: Health
Secretary Prasanna R has
instructed all the doctors
to prescribe only generic
medicines. Action should
be taken in the matters of
the display of posters of
branded medicines in the
hospital premises, he said
at a meeting of civil sur-
geons and hospital con-
sultants of all the districts,
held at Indrawati Bhavan
here today. He also in-
structed to take action
against doctors prescrib-
ing branded medicines.

Prasanna R reviewed
mental health facilities,
maternity services, dental,
lab facilities, fire safety,
power audit, post mortem
and infection control, X-

ray, CT scan and ICU facili-
ty. Director of Health
Services Bhim Singh,
Director of National
Health Mission Bhoskar
Vilas Sandipan and
Director of Epidemic
Control Dr Subhash
Mishra also attended the
review meeting.

The Health Secretary
also called for prohibiting
the visit of medical repre-
sentatives in the govern-
ment hospital premises.
He instructed to organize
general body meeting, ex-
ecutive meeting, quality
and infection control and
other important meetings

regularly in district hospi-
tals.

Prasanna also instruct-
ed for expanding OPD and
IPD services in district
hospitals. Treatment of
the patients coming to the
hospital is the most impor-
tant task and that time
limit should be fixed for
each work so that the pa-
tients can get the benefit of
new facilities soon, he
said.

Director, Health
Services Bhim Singh em-
phasized promotion of the
free dialysis services avail-
able in the hospitals for
the benefit of kidney pa-

tients. He also called for
sickle cell test, monitoring
of sickle cell positive pa-
tients and diabetes and
blood pressure check up of
all the patients visiting
district hospitals. Under
the Ayushman Bharat pro-
gramme, he instructed to
make Ayushman cards of
the patients in the hospital
premises and to treat all
the patients with
Ayushman cards. Singh
asked districts to increase
the number of beneficiar-
ies under the Ayushman
Bharat Dr Khoobchand
Baghel Health Assistance
Scheme.

Only generic medicines be
prescribed: Health Secy

Meeting of civil sur-
geons and hospital
consultants

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Jan 20: A spe-
cial lecture of senior
writer and litterateur
Sushila Takbhoure was
organized on Wednesday
on the topic ‘Literary
Journalism and Writing’
in Smart Class of UTD, a
wing by the Department
of Journalism and
Communication of Guru
Ghasidas Central
University.

At the beginning of the
programme, Prof.
Brijesh Tiwari, Dean of
School of Arts, welcomed
senior litterateur Sushila
Takbhoure with shawl
and shreefal. Dr. Dheeraj
Shukla, Head of the
Department of
Journalism and
Communication present-
ed the welcome speech.

Senior writer and lit-
terateur Sushila
Takbhaure threw light
on various concerns of
the society, especially re-
lated to the very back-
ward and deprived socie-
ty, as seen in writings in

newspapers and maga-
zines. She said that news-
papers and magazines
are the mirror of the so-
ciety and stressed that a
newspaper is the voice of
the people. She explained
the right way of writing
with sensibility on issues
of social concern.
Referring to the journal-
ism of Dr. Bhimrao
Ambedkar, Mahatma
Gandhi and Lokmanya
Tilak, she gave special
emphasis on the impor-
tance of writings on
equality, social justice,
harmony and social re-
form. While speaking
about women’s writing
senior writer Sushila
Takbhaure said that a
journalist should write

from a humanitarian
point of view.

She said that newspa-
pers and magazines need
to pay special attention to
bring awareness to the
women deprived of edu-
cation, especially to the
women of the backward
society, who have been
suffering for centuries.

Prof. Brijesh Tiwari,
Dean of the School of
Arts, said that literary
journalism has a deep
connection with the con-
cerns of the society.
Literary journalism
should carry a vision of
writing which can give a
positive direction to the
society.

Professor Pratibha J
Mishra, In-charge of the

University Media Cell,
said that there should not
be a discriminatory ap-
proach in the writing of
literary journalism.
Writing should be done
keeping social concerns
in mind.

At the end of the pro-
gram, senior litterateur
Sushila Takbhoure was
honored by presenting a
memento. On this occa-
sion, Prof. Pratibha J
Mishra, in-charge of
University Media Cell,
Hindi Officer, Akhilesh
Tiwari, Assistant
Professor of Hindi
Department Dr Ramesh
Gohe, all teachers of
Journalism and Mass
C o m m u n i c a t i o n
Department and a large
number of students were
present.

The program was con-
ducted by Dr. Amita,
Assistant Professor,
Department of
Journalism and Mass
Communication and the
vote of thanks was pre-
sented by Dr. Anupama
Kumari.

Senior writer Sushila Takbhoure delivers lecture 

Konta/Sukma, Jan 20:
The news of irregularities
in the internal panchayats
of Sukma district or in the
construction works keep
coming to the fore. But
Kukanar which is situated
on the side of NH 30 and
district level officials and
district level officials keep
coming and going through
this route, but till date no
official has looked at the ir-
regularities going on in

this panchayat. Accusing
the present sarpanch of ig-
noring the panchayat rules
as well as conducting the
functions of the panchayat
on his own, Mukund Das,
Deputy Sarpanch of
Kukanar, said that not a
single monthly meeting is
being held in the panchay-
at in the last one year.

Crores of rupees have
been withdrawn by falsely
misleading the panchayat,
the bank and the adminis-
tration by passing a fake
proposal to withdraw
crores of rupees without
meeting.

CEO said that
Sarpanch Sarvesarva
Upsarpanch has no im-
portance

Dy. Sarpanch
Mukundadas said that
many times requested the
Sarpanch to correct his
working style, despite no
improvement, he com-
plained to the District CEO
CL Dewangan about this
matter, then he irresponsi-

bly replied that the
Sarpanch in the
Panchayat. The survey is
all, there is no importance
of panch and sub-
sarpanch.

Sarpanch residence
has turned into
Panchayat building

He also said that the pan-
chayat building of
Kukanar never opens on
time, the residence of the
sarpanch itself has taken
the form of a panchayat
building, and the needy
people are unnecessarily
getting worried due to non-
opening of the panchayat
building.

Former Panch also de-
manded an inquiry 

Former Panch Sonadhar
of Kukanar also accused
the panchayat of irregu-
larities and said that due to
the negligence of the pan-
chayat, many works are in-
complete, the beneficiaries
are not getting the benefits
of PM housing, pension
and other schemes, there
should be a fair investiga-
tion of the panchayat.

Dy sarpanch alleges massive corruption 
in Kukanar Panchayat

Charges of with-
drawing crores
without meeting,
due for last 1 yr

Balconagar, (Korba), Jan
20: Bharat Aluminium
Company Limited (BALCO),
India’s iconic aluminium
producer, is actively explor-
ing and expanding the adop-
tion of smart technologies
within its manufacturing
systems. From smart analyt-
ics for decision making at
strategic business unit (SBU)
level to real-time equipment
monitoring at shopfloors, the
company has deployed a
slew of high-end digital solu-
tions for ensuring business
excellence. Recently, the com-
pany retrofitted its oil moni-
toring process with state-of-
the-art Business Intelligence
tools to track oil consump-
tion and recovery at equip-
ment and SBU level. This
will help BALCO optimize
and reduce oil consumption
in technical vehicles and
heavy machinery across its
operations.

The deployment of busi-
ness intelligence tools like
System Applications &
Products and Material
Return Voucher will help
strategic business units opti-
mize the fresh oil consump-

tion, recover and refine used
oil with better planning and
greater efficiency, resulting
in significant cost savings
and waste reduction. It will
bolster the company’s vision
of zero waste, while enhanc-
ing productivity and efficien-
cy. This is in line with the
company’s commitment to-
wards sustainable manufac-
turing practices, which in-
cludes judicious usage of
raw materials, transition to
low-carbon fuels and decar-
bonization of plant opera-
tions. Speaking about
BALCO’s approach to tech-
nological transformation of
its operations, Abhijit Pati,
CEO and Director, BALCO,

said, ‘We, at BALCO, are
committed to achieving ex-
cellence across all our areas
of operations, using new-age
technology, sustainable prac-
tices, and disruptive innova-
tion.

Our technological inter-
ventions serve to bolster
safety, productivity, and effi-
ciency. An inhouse innova-
tion such as oil balancing
with digital technologies,
will help us improve opera-
tional efficiency, reduce costs
and decrease carbon foot-
print.

Deployment of such smart
solutions across all levels at
this unprecedented scale will
help us create a future-ready

organization that caters to
India’s aluminium needs
andcontribute to the expedi-
tious development of the re-
gion and nation at large.’

In addition, BALCO has
been leveraging emerging
technologies such as
Artificial Intelligence (AI) to
bolster power plant efficien-
cy, Robotic Process
Automation across various
sales and marketing activi-
ties, Radio Frequency
Identification (RFID)technol-
ogy to monitor movement of
liquid aluminium-carrying
vehicles inside plant premis-
es, and a highly sophisticat-
ed security system for people
and assets.

Testimony to its technolo-
gy-first approach, BALCO
has received numerous cov-
eted awards, including the
prestigious ‘Manufacturing
Today – Reinventing the
Future’ Award. BALCO has
also been declared ‘Platinum
Winner’ at the 5th CII
National Safety Practices
Competition for its
‘Suraksha Sankalp
Kutumbh’ project on safety
digitalization.

BALCO implements Smart Technologies
to optimize oil consumption

Jagdalpur, Jan 20: A three-
day divisional level training
program was organized by
the Women and Child
Development Department for
the Sakhi ‘One Stop Center’
officer staff and Nava
Bihan’s protection officers in
the Astha meeting hall of the
district office. The training
program was inaugurated by
welcoming the trainers pres-
ent from Tata Institute of
Social Science Mumbai with
a bouquet in the presence of
District Program Officer
Women and Child
Development Jagdalpur.

On the first day of this
training program, the role of
the officers and employees of

Sakhi One Stop Center and
Nava Bihan was discussed in
relation to the tasks to be
done promptly including sen-
sitivity, while giving detailed
information on the subject of
their work responsibilities.

On the second day of the
training, detailed informa-
tive information was given
about the rights of women
and various laws related to
them, personal law, Hindu
and Muslim law and amend-
ments made in these laws
from time to time. On the last
day of the training, giving in-
formation about the process
of medical examination of
the victim by the officers, the
Domestic Violence Act, the

Abortion Act 1971 and the or-
ders issued by the court
along with the process to be
adopted during the counsel-
ing by the counselor of Sakhi
Center. discussed in detail. In
this training programme, Dr.
Sandali Thakur, Aarti
Chandrasekhar, Balwant
Singh, District Program
Officer Manoj Kumar Sinha,
Protection Officer Veenu
Hirwani and women and
child development depart-
ment of all 7 districts of
Bastar division were present
in this training program.
Officers of the police depart-
ment were also involved
along with the officers and
employees.

Workshop organized for the 
protection of women’s rights

Central Chronicle News

Nandini Ahiwara, Jan
20: Lord Shri Krishna’s
Janmotsav was celebrat-
ed on the fifth day of on-
going Shrimad Bhagwat
Katha in Ahiwara at
Mangal Bhawan Ward
no. 03. The main host is
Natwar Tamarkar,

President Municipal
Council, Ahiwara and
wife Mallika Tamarkar,
Ashuman Tamarkar,
wife Bhavna Tamarkar,
Pravin Salni Tamarkar,
Suryanarayan Divya
Tamarkar.

Narrator Bramhachari
Jyotimaryanand said
that one should listen to

everyone’s mind.
Maharaj said that there
is no difference between
Hari in the world and
Jagdish.

Says Parmarth Gati,
Jagdishji is the creator of
this world as well, the
one who stays in the shel-
ter of God, his every
work gets done.

Lord Krishna’s Janmotsav celebrated

Korea, Jan 20: The first
Jhumka Water Festival of
Korea was grandly con-
ducted at Jhumka Boat
Club on January 17 and 18.
On the second and final
day, the event concluded
with a spectacular fire-
works show. During these
two days, renowned artists
from across the country

and state, as well as local
artists and schoolchildren,
gave multiple performanc-
es. The fascinating per-
formances kept the crowd
engaged until late in the
evening.

The last performance of
the closing ceremony was

by Bollywood singer
Sukhbir Singh who made
everyone dance. Along
with songs like Ishq Tera
Tadpawe, Sauda Khara-
Khara, Brown Munde, and
Bijli Bijli, he performed on
many Bollywood songs.
Vice President of Surguja

Development Authority,
Mr.Gulab Kamro was the
special guest of the pro-
gram along with the gen-
eral public, could not stop
himself and danced with
Sukhbir. Earlier,
Chhattisgarhi artist Mr.
Sunil Soni sang Chal Jabo
Jhumka Bandh Re with
Hai Re Sarguja Nache, on
which there was a lot of
applause. Chhattisgarhi
artist Sanjay Surila en-
thralled everyone with his
Chhattisgarhi songs and
popular songs like Meet
Meeth Lage Maya Ke Bani.
On the other hand, Sufi
artist Mr. Nasir Ninder
made the atmosphere Sufi
with songs like Piya Haji
Ali. On the first day of
Jhumka Jal Mahotsav, the
performances of interna-

tionally renowned Odissi
dancer  Purnashree Raut,
Bollywood singer Vinod
Rathore, Chhattisgarhi
artists Anuj Sharma, Aaru
Sahu, Sunil Manikpuri be-
came the main attraction
of the event. The crowd
was enthralled by the won-
derful performances of
local artists and school-
children. The excitement
of Jhumka Jal Mahotsav
could be gauged from the
crowd of people. Till the
end of the program, with
the presence of Gulab
Kamro, Vice President of
Surguja Development
Authority, local public rep-
resentatives, all the offi-
cers and employees of the
district administration,
thousands of people stood
at the venue.

‘Jhumka Water Festival concludes with dazzling fireworks’
For two days, thou-
sands of people
attended the
Jhumka Kinare
Mahotsav

Korea danced to
Bollywood singer
Sukhbir Singh’s
tunes
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Mungeli, Jan 20:
Bharatiya Janata Party
submitted a memorandum
to the Governor regarding
cancellation of Rasuka
and against fake caste, and
illegal plotting, to the
Collector regarding the
problems of the city and
area. Before submitting
the memorandum, BJP
workers organized a meet-
ing in front of the
Collectorate and staged a
sit-in demonstration.

The rally that started
from the Atal campus dis-
trict BJP office passed
through the main roads

and reaching in front of
the Collectorate resulted
in a meeting. On this occa-
sion, MLA Punnulal
Mohle said that Mungeli
Municipality President
Hemendra Goswami, de-
spite being a general caste,
contested the councilor
election on a Congress
ticket from Ambedkar
Ward, reserved for back-
ward classes, by making a
fake caste certificate of
backward class.

After this, the election of
the chairman of the mu-
nicipality reserved for the
backward class was also
contested on the Congress
ticket on the basis of fake

caste certificate. In this
way, rights of backward
class community have
been taken away.

Mohle further said that
the game of illegal plot-
ting is continuing in
Mungeli, under the protec-
tion of some officers. He
also said that the roads of
the city and the area are
not being repaired despite
being dilapidated and the
erosion of Agar river is in-
creasing in Surda, on
which pitching is neces-
sary.

Former MP Lakhanlal
Sahu, former MLA
Chowdas Khandekar,
Tokhan Sahu, Girish
Shukla, District BJP
President Shailesh
Pathak, Maniklal
Sonwani, Sheelu Sahu,
Durga Umashankar Sahu,
Anand Dewangan, Vinod
Yadav, Amitesh Arya,
Saurabh Bajpai also ad-
dressed the meeting. The
memorandum was handed
over to Additional
Collector Teerthraj
Agarwal in the name of
the Governor.
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Rajim, Jan 20:
Panchkoshi Yatra conclud-
ed here in Lomas Rishi
Ashram premises, in which
devotees have been travel-
ing on foot continuously
since last January 12. After
worship, Bhairav farewell
was given led by
P a n c h k o s h i
P e e t h a d h i s h w a r
S i d d h e s h w a r a n a n d
Maharaj and in the rituals
the pilgrims thronged near
the Yajna Kund to offer obla-
tions and Bhog Prasadi was
offered to all the deities in-
cluding Gauri Ganesh,
Navagraha, and 10 Digpals.

Before leaving, the devo-
tees kept praising

Panchkoshi Dham and paid
their obseince to Lord
Rajeev Lochan Temple,
Jagannath Temple, Charon
Dham Varah Avatar,
Narsingh Avatar, Vaman

Avatar, Badrinarayan
Avatar, Lord Ganesha,
Surya Dev Narayan,
Mahamaya Temple,
Ramchandra Deval, Baba
Garib Nath, Someshwar

Nath Mahadev, Lakshmi
Narayan since morning.
Temple, Rajim Bhaktin
Mata Mandir, Raj
Rajeshwar Nath Mahadev,
Dan Daneshwar Nath

Mahadev, Ganga Maiya,
Yamuna Maiya, Durga
Devi, Annapurna Mata,
Shyam Kartikeya, Kali
Mata, Sheetla Devi , Nandi
Maharaj etc.

Many Panchkoshi pil-
grims stayed under the open
sky for night rest on the ja-
gati floor of Kuleshwar
Nath Mahadev Temple and
in the night, a story was pre-
sented on Shiva through
Ramayana in which the
marriage ceremony of
Mother Parvati and Bhole
Shankar took place.

It is necessary to tell that
in the Panchkoshi
Parikrama, devotees started
with Pateshwarnath
Mahadev at Pateva first,
then Champakeshwarnath

Mahadev at Champaran,
B r a h m a n e s w a r n a t h
Mahadev at Bamhani,
P h a n i k e s h w a r n a t h
Mahadev at Fingeshwar,
K a r p u r e s h w a r n a t h
Mahadev at Kopra,
Aughadnath Mahadev at
Lafandi, Panchmukhi
Kuleshwarnath Mahadev at
Prayag Nagri Rajim and
Rajivlochan Bhagwan and
used to walk for 15 to 20 kilo-
meters every day.

It is believed that
Panchkoshi Yatra is super-
natural, and in the whole
world only Rajim has got
the recognition of
Panchkoshi Parikrama,due
to which devotees remain
engrossed in reverence and
devotion to visit this Dham.
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Bilaspur, Jan 20: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
inspected Government
Tribal Girls Ashram of
village Khapri and spoke
to the little girls studying
in the ashram.

He inquired about the
studies of the girls and
inquired about the facili-
ties, food, security, sports
and entertainment
arrangements for staying
in the ashram. During
this, the Chief Minister

was greatly impressed by
the prompt response of
the girls and lauded their
self-confidence.

The Chief Minister
also played carom, Ludo,
and Snakes and Ladders
with the little girls and
also gave them tips to
win. Instructions were
also given to the officers
for assistance and accu-
rate implementation of
government schemes.

On this occasion, the
Chief Minister expressed
satisfaction over the facil-

ities available in the
ashram and he also gave
gifts to the girls and ad-
vised them to study with
honesty and bring laurels
to Chhattisgarh and the
country.

Along with Chief
Minister Baghel,

Revenue Minister and
Minister in-charge of the
district Jaisingh
Agrawal, Parliamentary
Secretary and Takhatpur
MLA Rashmi Ashish
Singh were also present
in the inspection of
the hostel.
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Dongargarh, Jan 20: The
villagers got agitated over
illicit sale of liquor and
were forced to take it to
streets here on Monday.
The villagers have taken a
decision to fight against
all the illegal business and
practices being undertak-
en by selected few with
protection of some or the
other government authori-
ty or institution.

It is based upon the pro-
posal passed in the Gram
Sabha in Gram
Kalyanapur, the villagers
submitted a memoran-
dum to concerned de-
partment in context of
technical assistance
from the local adminis-
tration and the govern-
ment. Villagers in Gram
Kalyanpur passed a pro-
posal here on Monday
and submitted a memo-
randum to SDM demand-
ing closure of 'dabhas' il-

legally being run in the
village.

In the memorandum it
was said that in the deci-
sion taken in the Gram
Sabha of village on Jan 11,
it has come to fore that one
Rajat Phule, S/o Nagorao
Phule, R/o Gram
Kalyanpur is illegally run-
ning a 'dabha' in the village
panchayat without its
prior permission.

This is disturbing the
peace and tranquility in
the village and there are
chances of some incident
taking place. So in order to
avoid any such incident
and its ill effects in the
near future, the Gram
Sabha has decided to close
down this 'dabha' being ille-
gally run. SDM was urged
to issue orders to close this
'Dabha' at the earliest.

Central Chronicle News

Rajnandgaon, Jan 20:
Indian leading Poultry
Company -IB Group always
strives to keep its employ-
ees equipped with new
techniques and for their
progress, the group inaugu-
rated the state-of-the-art
training center 'Center of
Excellence and Training
Facility' and MD office on
January 13 in its corporate
premises.

Masood Mallick CEO
Restainable Ltd. was the
chief guest and IB Group
Chairman Sultan Ali and
MD Bahadur Ali were also
present. The newly con-
structed training center of
IB is built in an area of 50
thousand square feet,
which will work for techni-
cal training, talent develop-

ment and innovation labs,
in which accessible digital
classroom culture will be
created through efficient
business plans.

The Center will not only
enhance the skills of IB
employees but also train
the next generation, who
aspire to be a part of IB's
success journey in future.
The center is equipped
with modern library, hi-
tech board room, interac-
tive board in class form,
qualified trainers, where
250 technicians can be
trained at a time. Keeping
in view the banking needs
of the employees, the com-
pany has also started a
branch of HDFC Bank at
its Corporate Office, which
was inaugurated by the
MD of the company,
Bahadur Ali.
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Fingeshwar, Jan 20: In
the past, some councilors
of Nagar Panchayat
Fingeshwar had given an
application of no-confi-
dence motion against Vice
President Rukhmani
Mandalay to the District
Collector.

Taking cognizance of
this, MLA Amitesh Shukla
directed District Congress
Committee President
Bhavsingh Sahu to hold a
meeting of all councilors
and Aldermen of
Fingeshwar Nagar
Panchayat and brainstorm
the whole matter.

As per the instructions

of Shukla, on January 18, a
meeting was held at the
local rest house of District
Congress Committee
President Bhavsing Sahu
in presence of Congress
councilors and aldermen.
In the meeting, President
Bhavsing Sahu said that
this is the election year; we
have to work with the

unity of the party and the
workers in full coordina-
tion.

The Congress govern-
ment in the state is work-
ing for the development
and economic prosperity
of the people and rural
farmers have great faith in
the party.

The councilors were of
the opinion that Mrs.
Mandalay is a woman with
a very simple and clean
image and we will not
allow the intentions of the
opponents to be fulfilled
under any circumstances.

Bhavsing Sahu told the
councilors that even if
there are some differences,
we have to keep in mind
the unity of the party and
drop the no-confidence mo-
tion against the Vice
President with a huge 
majority.

18th National Scout
Jamboree concludes
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Mungeli, Jan 20: Scouts
of the district returned
after a successful per-
formance in the 18th
National Scout Jamboree
organized from January 4

to January 10 in Pali dis-
trict of Rajasthan and
gave a courtesy visit to
the District Collector.

District Education
Officer Savita Rajput,
District Organization
C o m m i s s i o n e r

Morajdhwaj Sapre and
Preeti Khalsa, District
Secretary Akash Parihar,
District Organization
Commissioner Guide
Rohini Thakur were pres-
ent on this occasion.

District Training

Commissioner Amit
Gupta said that in the
18th National Scout
Jamboree, Chhattisgarh's
march past parade under
the leadership of District
Rovers Jogesh and
Yashwant has received 'A'
grade all over India.

He said that nine Rover
Rangers and two in-
charges of the district
had left on December 30
to attend the Jamboree
and returned on January
12.

The Collector congrat-
ulated all from the Scout
family and said that it is a
matter of pleasure that
the march past parade of
the state under the lead-
ership of the district
rower has got 'A' grade all
over India.

Party workers felicitated by
BJP Backward Classes Morcha

Central Chronicle News

Gaurela, Pendra,
Marwahi, Jan 20: BJP
Backward Classes Morcha
felicitated the workers here
and  honored the BJP
Shakti Kendra in-charge,
coordinator, co-coordinator,
booth president in village
Thar Pathra of Gaurela

Mandal by giving shawl and
shreefal.

Giving information
about the said program,
Backward Classes Morcha
District President Sandeep
Jaiswal said that the coun-
try BJP's booth level work-
ers are to be honored as per
the wish of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi  and state

BJP President Arun Sav
,and State President of
Backward Class Morcha
Bharat Verma .
Simultaneously, booth unit
presidents, community
heads and seniors were ho-
noured.

The chief guest of the
program was district presi-
dent Kanhaiya Rathore and

special guest Dilip Yadav,
in-charge of Backward
Class Morcha. Rakesh
Chaturvedi, Brijlal
Rathore, Mukesh Dubey,
Bhagirath Yadav, Sameera
Paikra, Geeta Gupta,
Kuldeep Singh Dheeraj,
Dev Pratap Rajput, Murari
Yadav and others were
present.
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Being illegally 
run without Gram
Panchayat’s 
permission

INC shows unity in DCC meetingCenter of Excellence
inaugurated at IB group

Gram Sabha passes proposal
to close down dabha’

Government Tribal Girls 
Ashram inspected by CM

Panchkoshi Yatra concludes with devotion

BJP leaders submit memorandum
to Additional Collector
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Himachal HC
New Delhi: Justice
Sabina, the senior-
most judge of the
Himachal Pradesh
High Court, was on
Friday, appointed its
acting chief justice. In
a notification, the
Department of Justice
in the Union law min-
istry said she would
assume charge on
January 21 following
the retirement of
Justice Amjad
Ahtesham Sayed,
Chief Justice of the
Himachal Pradesh
High Court. Justice
Sayed demits office on
Friday on attaining
the age of 62 years. “In
exercise of the power
conferred by Article
223 of the
Constitution of India,
the President is
pleased to appoint,
Smt Justice Sabina,
senior-most judge of
the Himachal Pradesh
High Court, to per-
form the duties of the
office of the Chief
Justice of that high
court, with effect from
January 21 conse-
quent upon the retire-
ment of Shri Justice
Amjad Ahtesham
Sayed, Chief Justice,
Himachal Pradesh
High Court,” the noti-
fication read.

Lion spotted 
Ahmedabad: The
Gujarat forest depart-
ment’s efforts to devel-
op new habitats for
the Asiatic lion got a
boost as a big cat has
been spotted in Barda
Wildlife Sanctuary in
the state’s Porbandar
district for the first
time since
Independence, offi-
cials said on Friday.
The three-and-half-
year-old male lion en-
tered the sanctuary
some two days ago
after spending consid-
erable time near
Porbandar town and
preying on cattle,
Principal Chief
Conservator of
Forests (Wildlife)
Nityanand Srivastava
said. “It is a good sign
a lion has been spotted
inside Barda Wildlife
Sanctuary for the first
time after
Independence. The
Forest Department
has been trying to de-
velop this sanctuary
as a second home for
lions. We also run a
breeding centre for
herbivores in the sanc-
tuary to increase the
prey base,” Srivastava
informed.

Politically redundant
Tikamgarh (MP):
Madhya Pradesh
Congress chief and
ex-CM Kamal Nath on
Friday said his former
party colleague and
Union minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia,
who dethroned him
two years ago, has be-
come “politically re-
dundant” even in his
pocket borough
Gwalior, expressing
confidence that his
party will win the as-
sembly elections due
by the year-end.
“When Scindia was
there, why did they
(Bharatiya Janata
Party) lose the may-
oral elections in
Gwalior and its ad-
joining city Morena to
the Congress last
year,” he asked. Nath
was in Tikamgarh,
about 270 km from the
state capital Bhopal,
for an event.

Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar inspect de-
velopmental works in
Mirzapur village during
his ‘Samadhan Yatra’ in
Bihar Sharif, Friday.

New Delhi, Jan 20 (PTI) 

Forty students staging a
demonstration outside
DU’s Hansraj College
against a “ban” on non-
vegetarian food were al-
legedly detained by police
on Friday, a students’ or-
ganisation representative
said.

Scores of protesters had
gathered outside the col-
lege to protest against the
decision but the students
claimed that the college re-
fused them entry and
locked its gates.

According to the police,
there were around 30 to 35
students protesting
against the ban.

The Hansraj College
unit of the Students’
Federation of India (SFI)

on Wednesday called for a
protest outside the college
hostel against the “discon-
tinuation” of non-vegetar-
ian food at the institution

“We began our protest
peacefully. However, the
college administration did
not let us in. They have
shut all gates and no offi-
cials are coming out to talk
to us,” SFI activist Sama
said.

“We wish to submit a
memorandum but they
are not allowing us entry,”
she added.

Deputy Commissioner
of Police (north) Sagar
Singh Kalsi said, “The
protesting students were
asked to disperse from the
spot, however, when they
did not disperse, 14 to 15
students were detained

and later released.”
The students had said

Hansraj College stopped
serving non-vegetarian
food at its canteen and hos-
tel after it reopened follow-
ing the pandemic in
February last year.

The SFI has claimed
that there have also been
instances where the
Hansraj administration
confiscated eggs from stu-
dents who brought them to
the hostel.

The majority of stu-
dents of Hansraj are
against this ban on non-
vegetarian food and see
this as an attempt to estab-
lish cultural hegemony,
the student group said.

Hansraj College princi-
pal Rama Sharma has re-
fused to withdraw the

order despite facing wide-
spread criticism and as-
serted the DU constituent
college follows Arya
Samaj’s philosophy.

Speaking to PTI,
Sharma has also claimed
that 90 per cent of the stu-
dents are vegetarian and
they had earlier protested
over non-veg food being
served in the hostel.

“We are not going to
withdraw the notice re-
garding non-veg food. It is
an Arya Samaj college. We
have our philosophy and
that is why we won’t serve
non-veg food. We conduct
‘havan’ regularly. We fol-
low our rules. It is written
in the hostel prospectus
that non-veg food will not
be served in the hostel,”
she had said.

Students detained for protesting against
‘ban’ on non-veg food at Hansraj College

SNOWFALL

People walk under umbrellas on the Mall Road as it snows in Manali, Friday.

New Delhi, Jan 20 (PTI) 

The Delhi government
has “again sent” a propos-
al to the Lt Governor’s
Office to send teachers of
state-run schools for a
training programme to
Finland, Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia
said on Friday, days after
VK Saxena allegedly re-
jected a similar proposal.

Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal also expressed
hope that permission
would be granted for the
teachers to travel abroad
for the programme.

The Delhi government
had alleged that while re-
turning the earlier propos-
al, Saxena asked them to
first conduct a cost-benefit
analysis of the pro-
gramme.

Members of the AAP,

led by Atishi, protested
outside the Lt Governor’s
residence last week over
the issue.

The Raj Niwas, howev-
er, said at the time that the
“LG has not rejected the
proposal for the training
programme for primary-
in-charges in Finland.
Any statement on the con-
trary is misleading and
mischievously motivat-
ed”. Sisodia, who is also
the Education minister,
said in a tweet in Hindi,
“The proposal to send
Delhi government teach-
ers to Finland for training
has been sent again to the
LG.”

Quoting Sisodia’s tweet,
Kejriwal said, “I hope the
Hon’ble LG will permit
Delhi government school
teachers to go abroad for
training.”

The fresh proposal was
sent amid rising tensions
between the Kejriwal gov-
ernment and Saxena over
several issues.

Kejriwal had earlier
said Saxena twice re-
turned a file containing
the proposal, asking if a
cost-benefit analysis of
the programme had been
done.

The Raj Niwas, in a se-
ries of tweets, then clari-
fied that the Lt Governor
had only advised the Delhi
government to evaluate
the proposal in totality
and assess the effective-
ness of such foreign train-
ing programmes under-
taken in the past.

Saxena advised the gov-
ernment to identify simi-
lar training programmes
in Indian institutions, it
had said.

Delhi govt again sends Finland
training programme file to LG

Guwahati, Jan 20 (PTI) 

Over 50 incidents of
stone pelting were report-
ed under the Northeast
Frontier Railway (NFR) in
2022, and an “intensified”
awareness drive has been
launched in the wake of
multiple reports of stone
throwing on the new
Vande Bharat Express, an
official said. An NFR state-
ment said 56 incidents of
stone pelting were report-
ed under it in 2022, while
three such instances have
been reported till January
17. Three persons have so
far been arrested this year
in connection with such
incidents, it said.

“Stone pelting on trains
happens routinely. We con-
duct awareness pro-
grammes among people to
not be involved in such ac-

tivities as these are crimi-
nal offences under the
Railway Act,” the NFR of-
ficial, who requested
anonymity, said.

“We have launched an
intensified drive to create
awareness about the issue,
especially after multiple
incidents of stone pelting
on the Vande Bharat
Express in recent times,”
he said. At least two such
incidents were reported
under the NFR on January
2 and January 3 when mis-
creants pelted stones on
the Howrah-New
Jalpaiguri Vande Bharat
Express, which was
flagged-off on December
30. The official said young-
sters are mostly found to
be involved in such inci-
dents, and emphasis is laid
on covering this section
during the drive.

56 incidents of stone pelting
reported under NFR in 2022

New Delhi, Jan 20 (PTI) 

The Supreme Court
on Friday refused to en-
tertain a batch of pleas
challenging the Bihar
government’s decision
to conduct a caste sur-
vey in the state.

A bench of justices
BR Gavai and Vikram
Nath said there is no
merit in the petitions
and dismissed them
with liberty to the peti-
tioners to approach the
high court concerned.

“So this is publicity
interest litigation. How
can we issue directions
on how much reserva-
tion should be granted
to such and such caste?
How will they (state) de-
termine how much
reservation is to be

granted to whom? Sorry,
we can’t issue such di-
rections and can’t enter-
tain these petitions,”
the bench told the coun-
sel for the petitioners.

The top court, which
was hearing three peti-
tions on the issue in-
cluding one filed by an
NGO, said the petition-
ers can approach the
Patna High Court for an
appropriate remedy.

“All the petitions are
dismissed as withdrawn
with liberty to seek ap-
propriate remedies in
law,” the bench ordered.

On January 11, the top
court had said that it
would take up the mat-
ter on January 20, after
one of the petitioners
mentioned an urgent
listing of the matter.

SC refuses to entertain pleas
against Bihar govt’s decision

to hold caste survey

Thiruvananthapuram, Jan 20 (PTI) 

Air Chief Marshal V R
Chaudhari, Chief of the
Air Staff, on Friday em-
phasised that the IAF
should derive relevant les-
sons from the recent
geopolitical scenarios and
effectively utilise all avail-
able resources to their best
potential.

While delivering an ad-
dress at the Southern Air
Command headquarters
here, he reiterated on the
challenges faced by the
IAF to adapt to the ever-
changing situations and
technological advance-
ments.

He underlined that effi-
cient training and innova-
tions are necessary to en-

sure that the IAF remains
a future-ready force, a de-
fence statement said.

The Air Force chief
lauded the efforts of
Southern Air Command
on IAF’s performance dur-
ing military exercises
with friendly foreign
armed forces, particularly
in offensive air operations.

He said that due to the
high professional stan-
dards of the IAF, many for-
eign nations are keen on
carrying out joint military
exercises with Indian
armed forces, it said.

Chaudhari was here to
attend the Commanders’
Conference of Southern
Air Command.

He was accompanied by
Neeta Chaudhari,

President, Air Force
Family Welfare
Association (AFFWA).

On arrival, the Chief of
Air Staff was presented
with a ceremonial guard of
honour, a defence state-
ment here said.

Subsequently, Air
Marshal J Chalapati, AOC-
in-C, Southern Air
Command, briefed the IAF
chief on the operational
preparedness of the wing
for the air defence of the
Indian peninsula and the
island territories, the en-
hanced capability in mar-
itime air operations and
the strong potent capabili-
ty of IAF assets which pro-
vide the nation with an ef-
fective deterrence, the
statement added.

IAF chief stresses on utilising 
available resources to best potential

Morigaon, Jan 20 (PTI) 

The Assam government
is committed to preserve
the cultural heritage of all
indigenous groups of the
state, Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma said
on Friday.

The BJP government is
“very sensitive” to the
preservation and promo-
tion of the language, cul-
ture and traditions of all
ethnic groups of Assam, he
said at the open session of
the three-day Jonbeel
Mela’, a unique fair of the
Tiwa community where
barter exchange of goods
takes place. “We are com-
mitted to do all that is re-

quired to protect the cul-
ture of all tribes, including
the Tiwas,” Sarma said.
The chief minister also as-
sured the organisers of the
fair that all possible finan-
cial assistance will be pro-
vided to maintain the
unique elements of the
event, besides allotment of
20 bighas of land for organ-
ising it. Sarma handed over
cheques of royal subsis-
tence grant of Rs 1.25 lakh
each to 18 ceremonial kings
of the Tiwa Kingdom. The
Jonbeel Mela’, usually held
on the Thursday after
Bhogali Bihu’, is a commu-
nity festival believed to
have begun in the 14th 
century.

Assam govt committed to
protect cultural heritage
of all ethnic groups: CM

New Delhi, Jan 20 (PTI) 

Delhi Commission for
Women chief Swati
Maliwal on Friday al-
leged that the man ac-
cused of harassing her
outside AIIMS had also
“preyed on another
woman” in a similar fash-
ion earlier this month.

Maliwal alleged that
she was molested by a
drunk man while on an
inspection at night and
dragged for 10-15 metres
by his car outside AIIMS
with her hand stuck in
the vehicle’s window. The
accused, a 47-year-old
man, has been arrested.
“The person who ha-
rassed me has also preyed

on other women. One
woman reported on the
181 helpline that on
January 17 this man had
repeatedly circled around
her with his car on Lodhi
Road, asking her to get in.
I am thankful that I got
him caught. I appeal to
everyone to not be afraid
but raise your voice,”
Maliwal said in a tweet in
Hindi. Maliwal also
shared a video of the
woman narrating her or-
deal of being harassed by
the man. “In today’s
newspaper I saw that the
chairperson of Delhi
Commission (for Women)
had been harassed and
there was a picture of the
perpetrator.

Maliwal dragging case

‘Accused harassed another
woman on Jan 17’

New Delhi, Jan 20 (PTI) 

Delhi Assembly will or-
ganise Delhi Youth
Parliament 2023’ from
January 23-25 on its premis-
es and 84 students from es-
teemed universities and col-
leges of the city will take
part in the event, Speaker
Ram Niwas Goel said on
Friday. Addressing a press
conference, Niwas said the

youth parliament will pro-
vide these students with an
opportunity to understand
the parliamentary process
of law-making and discuss
urgent matters of public im-
portance in a real-time
frame. “The youth of Delhi
would be educated about
various legislative process-
es like resolutions on steps
to discourage Chinese prod-
ucts and promote indige-

nous goods’, increasing en-
rollments in higher educa-
tion’, steps to address over-
filled landfills’ and steps to
improve women’s securi-
ty’,” Niwas said. “Questions
on issues related to the pub-
lic interest, two bills namely
Advancement of Higher
Education Bill, 2023 and
Universal Healthcare Bill,
2023 will be raised,” he
added.

Delhi Assembly to organise Delhi Youth Parliament from January 23-25

Srinagar, Jan 20 (PTI) 

The Congress wants to
take the Bharat Jodo
Yatra, led by Rahul
Gandhi, through the inte-
riors of the Kashmir val-
ley, but has left the deci-
sion on the route of the
foot march to security
agencies and the Jammu
and Kashmir administra-
tion, party leader Chetan
Chauhan has said here.

“We have carried out re-
connaissance and submit-
ted two routes — one
through the national high-
way and another through
the interiors of Kashmir.
Now it is up to security of-
ficials and the administra-
tion whether they will
allow us or not,” Chauhan
told PTI as the yatra en-
tered Jammu and
Kashmir on Thursday.

He said the Congress
has not released the
yatra’s route plan in
Kashmir due to security

reasons. “We have not re-
leased the route of this
yatra in Kashmir (yet) be-
cause we have not re-
ceived a clearance from
the security officials so
far,” he added.

Chauhan, the All India
Congress Committee
(AICC) coordinator, is
here to review the
arrangements for the
yatra, which is likely to

enter the valley on
January 27.

“Some hoardings have
been installed. As the
yatra comes closer to
Kashmir, more will be in-
stalled,” he said.

The Congress leader
said the yatra, which
began from Kanyakumari
in Tamil Nadu in
September, will culminate
in Srinagar on January

30, after covering a dis-
tance of almost 3,500 kilo-
metres.

“On January 30, a huge
rally will be held at the
cricket stadium in
Srinagar for which all
preparations have been
made. It will be a histori-
cal event. People are en-
thusiastic (about it),” he
added. Chauhan said 12 to
15 political parties of
Jammu and Kashmir, in-
cluding the National
Conference (NC) and the
People’s Democratic Party
(PDP), will join the yatra.
“We are getting a huge re-
sponse and support from
the locals in the valley,” he
said. Chauhan said the
aim of the Bharat Jodo
Yatra is to counter the
hate being spread in the
country and raise the real
issues being faced by peo-
ple. “Since the beginning
of the yatra, the BJP has
been trying to fool the
country.

Let administration decide on Bharat Jodo
Yatra route in Kashmir: Congress

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi leaves after the ‘Bharat
Jodo Yatra’, in Kathua district, Friday.

Chandigarh, Jan 20 (PTI) 

The ruling AAP in
Punjab has attacked Rahul
Gandhi over his allegation
that the government in the
state was being remote
controlled, saying the
Congress used to summon
former chief minister
Charanjit Singh Channi
often to Delhi.

On Thursday, Gandhi at
a rally in Pathankot had
alleged that the Bhagwant
Mann government in

Punjab was being run
with a remote control as
he sought to point towards
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
MP Raghav Chadha for
calling the shots in the
state.

Opposition parties in
the state have been attack-
ing Mann, claiming that
his government is being
remote controlled by AAP
national convener and
Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal.

“Congress’ 52-year-old

youth @RahulGandhi ji
eats almonds, your memo-
ry has become weak!” the
AAP’s Punjab unit tweet-
ed late Thursday night
after Gandhi rally, which
was a part of the
Congress’ Kanyakumari
to Kashmir Bharat Jodo
Yatra.

The Gandhi family used
to often summon the then
chief minister Charanjit
Singh Channi and he used
to go to Delhi, the party
said in its tweet in Hindi.

AAP hits back at Cong over Rahul
Gandhi’s ‘remote control’ remarks
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Davos, Jan 20 (PTI):

The existing interna-
tional order was created
keeping in mind interests
of the West and the world
needs a new one where
voice of the Global South
can be heard, Pakistan’s
Foreign Affairs Minister
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
said on Friday.

Speaking at a session
during the World
Economic Forum Annual
Meeting 2023 here, he also
favoured peace negotia-
tions to resolve the
Ukraine crisis.

“Unfortunately, geopoli-
tics is reflecting a lot of do-
mestic politics these days.
There is a hyper polarisa-
tion that is happening.
Similarly the internation-
al order and institutional
frameworks that held the
world together, those are
also being undermined by
the hyper polarised times

and hyper partisan,” he
said.

Zardari said the old in-
ternational order for dis-
pute resolution has cer-
tainly failed and there is a
need for a new and an im-
proved rules-based inter-
national order to address
the issues.

“And for building that
new order, voice of Global
South must be heard for it
to be successful...The en-
tire international order is

structured in the interest
of the western world,
which may be so because
it was created in a colonial
world. We need to take into
account the Global South,
Africa and Asia,” the min-
ister said. The Pakistani
leader said the Ukraine
war is the first time when
international order and
the UN security council
resolutions have been vio-
lated. “I believe that diplo-
macy is the key thing that

is missing. I want to tell
my Ukrainian friends that
NATO was there in my
neighbourhood too, but
the Afghan tragedy finally
ended when all sides sat to-
gether on a table,” he
added. “I fail to see why we
can’t have some serious in-
ternational players try
peace negotiations side by
side. What is the worst
that can happen? It will
fail but still that must be
tried,” he added.

Existing international order
created for West interest;

world needs new one: Zardari

Pakistan’s Minister of Foreign Affairs Bilawal Bhutto Zardari along with other panellists at
the World Economic Forum (WEF) Annual Meeting 2023, in Davos, Switzerland, Friday,
Jan. 20.

ANTI-GOVERNMENT PROTEST

Lima: Anti-government protesters who traveled to the capital from across the country to march against Peruvian
President Dina Boluarte, pelt the police with rocks during clashes in Lima, Peru. Protesters are seeking immediate
elections, Boluarte’s resignation, the release of ousted President Pedro Castillo and justice for up to 48 protesters
killed in clashes with police.

Ramstein Air Base, Jan 20 (AP):

Defence leaders gath-
ered at Ramstein Air Base
in Germany heard an im-
passioned plea for more
aid Friday from Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy as they strug-
gled to resolve ongoing dis-
sent over who will provide
battle tanks and other mili-
tary aid to his embattled
country.

“This is a crucial mo-
ment. Russia is regroup-
ing, recruiting and trying
to re-equip,” U.S. Defence
Secretary Lloyd Austin
warned as the meeting
opened.

Zelenskyy, speaking live
via video link, told the
gathering that “terror does
not allow for discussion.”
He said “the war started by
Russia does not allow de-
lays.” Calling it a decisive
moment for Ukraine and a
“decisive decade for the
world,” Austin said the
group’s presence in
Germany signalled their
unity and commitment to
continue supporting
Ukraine.

“We need to keep up our
momentum and our re-
solve. We need to dig even
deeper,” Austin told the
gathering of as many as 50
defense leaders who were

attending in person and by
video. Austin and U.S.
Army Gen. Mark Milley,
chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, were ex-
pected to discuss the latest
massive package of aid the
U.S. is sending, which to-
tals 2.5 billion and includes
Stryker armored vehicles
for the first time.

But broader hesitation
over sending tanks to
Ukraine has roiled the
coalition. Germany faces
mounting pressure to sup-
ply Leopard 2 tanks to
Kyiv, or at least clear the
way for other countries,
such as Poland, to deliver
the German-made

Leopards from their own
stocks. The U.S. has also
declined, at least so far, to
provide M1 Abrams
tanks, citing the exten-
sive and complex mainte-
nance and logistical chal-
lenges with the high-tech
vehicle. The U.S. believes
it would be more produc-
tive to send Leopards
since many allies have
them and Ukrainian
troops would only have to
get trained on that one,

versus needing far more
training on the more diffi-
cult Abrams.

The United Kingdom an-
nounced last week that it
would send Challenger 2
tanks, describing it as a
natural progression of
military aid to Ukraine.

At a Pentagon briefing
Thursday, spokeswoman
Sabrina Singh said the
Leopard and Challenger
aren’t comparable to the
Abrams tanks because the
Abrams is much harder to
maintain and wouldn’t be
a good fit. “It’s more of a
sustainment issue. I mean,
this is a tank that requires
jet fuel, whereas the
Leopard and the
Challenger, it’s a different
engine.” The Leopard and
Challenger are “a little bit
easier to maintain,” Singh
said. “They can maneuver
across large portions of
territory before they need
to refuel. The maintenance
and the high cost that it
would take to maintain an
Abrams it just doesn’t
make sense to provide that
to the Ukrainians at this
moment.”

Defence leaders meet amid dissent
over tanks for Ukraine

Colombo, Jan 20 (PTI):

Sri Lanka’s former presi-
dent Mahinda Rajapaksa on
Friday held discussions
with External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar on a
range of issues of mutual
interest and thanked the
Indian government for its
steadfast commitment to as-
sisting his country during
its troubled times.

Mahinda Rajapaksa was
forced to resign as the prime
minister in May last year
following street protests in

the country against the
government led by his
brother and former presi-
dent Gotabaya Rajapaksa
for mishandling of the un-
precedented economic cri-
sis. “Had successful dis-
cussions with India’s
External Affairs Min
@DrSJaishankar & dis-
cussed a range of issues of
mutual interest,” Mahinda
Rajapaksa tweeted.

“Also thanked the
Indian govt. for its stead-
fast commitment in assist-
ing #SriLanka during its

troubled times & the strong
ties shared between Sri
Lanka & India,” the 77-year-
old leader tweeted.

Jaishankar is in Sri
Lanka to meet the country’s
top leaders to enhance bilat-
eral ties and finalise a debt
restructuring plan to help
Colombo carve out a path
from its economic crisis.

The IMF facility would
enable the island nation to
obtain bridging finance
from markets and other
lending institutions such as
the Asian Development
Bank and the World Bank.

Sri Lanka was hit by an
unprecedented financial cri-
sis in 2022 due to a severe
paucity of foreign exchange
reserves, sparking political
turmoil in the country
which led to the ouster of
the all-powerful Rajapaksa
family, which has dominat-
ed Sri Lankan politics for
over two decades.

Mahinda Rajapaksa, the
patriarch of the Rajapaksa
family, served as president
from 2005 to 2015. He also
served as the prime minis-
ter from 2004 to 2005, 2018,
and 2019 to 2022.

Mahinda Rajapaksa thanks India for supporting Sri Lanka

Sri Lanka’s President Ranil Wickremesinghe (R) shakes
hands with India’s Foreign Minister Subrahmanyam
Jaishankar during their meeting in Colombo.

London/Islamabad, Jan 20 (PTI):

Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N)
supremo Nawaz Sharif
has blamed the ex-Army
chief and ex-ISI head for
the current turmoil in the
country by rigging the
2018 general elections and
installing Imran Khan-led
government.

The former prime min-
ister held ex-Chief of
Army Staff Gen Qamar
Javed Bajwa and ex-
Director General of Inter-
Services Intelligence Lt

Gen Faiz Hamid responsi-
ble for spinning Pakistan
around for their personal
wishes and whims, the Geo
News reported.

Talking to the media on
Thursday in London after
meeting with a delegation
of senior PML-N leaders
from Pakistan, Sharif re-
called his 2016 Gujranwala
speech at the PML-N public
gathering where he direct-
ly accused the ex-military
men of rigging elections to
make way for installing the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) government in 2018.

At the time, Sharif
blamed the military top
brass for installing PTI’s
Khan as the prime minister
in violation of the
Constitution, removing his
government, muzzling the
media, pressurising the ju-

diciary, and victimising op-
position politicians, the re-
port said. When asked if he
held Gen Bajwa and Gen
Hamid responsible for the

state of the country, he said:
“The reality is before every-
one. Now no name or face is
hidden. Pakistan was used
for personal gain.

Nawaz Sharif blames Gen Bajwa & Gen Faiz for Pakistan’s current turmoil



P oor households of the
country have increasing-

ly been put into precarious con-
ditions as far as education of
their children are concerned.
Public educational institutions,
which are the only destination
for poor students, are deterio-
rating in imparting quality edu-
cation due to a range of issues
including insufficient budget
among others. Even fundamen-
tal right to education has not
been honoured, which is reflect-
ed in decline in budgetary allo-
cation for Samagra Shiksha
Abhiyan compared to 2020-21,
while population is increasing.
Education, beyond this primary
level, have been made costlier
through a range of policies, a
general trend under PM Modi
rule since 2014. Tuition fees
have been increased and taxes
have been imposed on educa-
tional services and input mate-
rials that have made reading
and writing materials unafford-
ably costly for poor students.

Such an environment has
been creating two distinct
worlds of privileged and un-
privileged students. The entire
education system is heading to-
ward disempowering the un-
privileged students through
blocking their paths to quality
and universal education – right
from simple reading and writ-
ing materials to quality and af-
fordable educational institu-
tions. Union Budget 2023-24
should therefore must in-

creased budgetary support to
public education system, and
ensure that private educational
institutions also must earmark
certain number of seats for un-
privileged students since most
of them derive benefits from
public resources and certain
other facilities from the govern-
ment. The last three years
under the shadow of COVID-19
is marked with huge learning
losses at all level of education.
Union government is yet to
come out with effective pro-
grammes to make up this learn-
ing loss. The crisis has led to a
new system of education which
is known as online education.
Online and offline education are
now to stay. However, poor stu-
dents are still not able to access
online education or virtual
classroom due to lack of proper
electricity and internet connec-
tivity and instruments like mo-
bile, laptops, or desktops.

Huge digital gaps are there
not only between students of
poor and rich households but
also between the urban and
rural areas. This gap is also visi-
ble between girls and boy stu-
dents, and the students from ed-
ucated and uneducated house-
holds. This is a measure are of
concern which need to be prop-
erly addressed now since the fu-
ture economies and employ-
ments would be heavily depend-
ent on traditional and digital
knowledge, skills and trainings.
It would be very unfair if we do
not provide equal educational
access but would insist on ‘com-
petition’ between the privileged
and unprivileged, only to insure
that students from privileged
households only succeed an all
spheres of life. Budget 2022-23
had increased Samagra
Shiksha Abhiyan budget by
Rs6000 crore, but was still below
the budgetary allocation for
2020-21. Budgetary allocation for
teachers training and adult edu-
cation was reduced to almost
half from Rs250 crore in 2021-22

to Rs127 crore in 2022-23. Union
government must take note of
the new requirement of teach-
ers training in the light of hy-
brid (physical classroom and
digital) education, and also for
the effective implement of the
provisions of the National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020
right from pre-primary to high-
er education level. Teachers and
students both need to be tech-
nology enabled.

Imposing GST on educational
services is indeed a bad idea
which includes Ed-Tech, train-
ing, coaching and other related
educational activities. Taxing
education is a greed and no civil
society should tax it. Union
Budget 2023-24 must remove all
taxes on services and goods that
make education costly and unaf-
fordable for majority of Indians
at a time when more than 81
crore people out of 140 crore
population survive on 5 kg free
foodgrains per month. The
NEP2020 emphasizes a new
framework for pre-primary edu-
cation. How can it be imple-
mented if there would not be
any clear policy for funding and
appropriately trained teachers
and other personnels? The
Union Budget 2023-24 therefore
clearly needs to have appropri-
ate allocation in this regard.
NEP lays much emphasis on
compulsory and vocational
training from secondary educa-
tion level. It would need huge
funding and trained human re-
sources if we really want our
students to have an exposure to
vocational education from their
early school days.

Education sector expenditure
have been almost stagnant over
the last few years at 3.1 per cent
of the GDP. According to the
Economic Survey for 2021-22, it
was only 2.8 per cent in 2019-20,
and 3.1 per cent in 2020-21 re-
vised estimate and 3.1 per cent
in 2021-22 budgeted estimate.
The NEP-2020 has said that the
government would make efforts

to increase it to 6 per cent of the
GDP, but did not mention the
year by which Modi govern-
ment intends to do it. Universal
school education remains a
dream. NEP 2020 aims for uni-
versalization of education from
pre-school to secondary level
with 100 per cent gross enrol-
ment ratio in school education
by 2030, will bring 2 crore out-of-
school children back into the
mainstream, gross enrolment
ratio in higher education to be
raised to 50 per cent by 2035
with 3.5 crore seats to be added
in higher education, among oth-
ers. All these are easier said
than done. Union Budget 2023-24
will need to considerably en-
hance the educational expendi-
ture if there are to be achieved.

Among these sugar-quoted
words a contradiction exists
that says every college would
develop into either an au-
tonomous degree-granting col-
lege or a constituent college of a
university. It only means mak-
ing education even more costly,
since the burden of funding ed-
ucation would be ultimately
shifted to students, and only
those student could be able to
access higher education who
can afford it. Budget allocation
for education in 2022-23 was
only Rs 1,04,278 crore (2.6 per
cent of the total Union budget)
as against Rs 93,224 crore (2.7
per cent of the Union budget) in
2021-22. However, the revised es-
timate for 2021-22 shows that the
Centre spent only Rs 88,002
crore which was only 2.3 per
cent of the total budget, even
less than 2.4 per cent in 2020-21
(actual). We hope that Centre
must utilize the allocated fund
and refrain from making higher
allocation only to boast that al-
location has been increased.
Common people need access to
education and the Union
Budget 2023-24 must ensure it,
and must not left them behind
by making education further
unaffordable for them.
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Jacinda Kate 
Laurell Ardern

New Zealand’s prime minister,
Jacinda Kate Laurell Ardern, has
said she is resigning, in an unex-
pected announcement that came
as she confirmed a national elec-
tion for October. Jacinda Ardern be-
came the world’s youngest female
head of government when she was
elected the 40th Prime Minister
(PM) in 2017 at 37. Her term as
prime minister will conclude no
later than 7 February but she will
continue as an MP until the election
this year. Interestingly, she also
made headlines again in 2018,
when she became only the second
prime minister in the world to give
birth to her daughter while in office
-- after Pakistan's Benazir Bhutto in
1990. During her tenure as the PM,
she has led New Zealand through
the Covid-19 pandemic, and a se-
ries of disasters including the ter-
rorist attack on two mosques in
Christchurch, and the White Island
volcanic eruption. After doing great
work for her country when in serv-
ice and now stepping down the mo-
ment Arden feels she can't carry on
with her duties in an expected man-
ner instead this is time required for
daughter Neve Te Aroha and get
married with Clarke Gayford. She
values life's priorities. As a sensa-
tional female leader and PM leav-
ing the job gracefully.  Whereas
from the next day of accession in
the PM chair, our PM only focus is
how to get re-elected for next term
again through a 400 days program
even after two terms. That's why
though New Zealand is a small but
developed country and we are not.

BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,
FFaarriiddaabbaadd

Drug syndicate
The higher incidence of cross-

border drug smuggling and the re-
cent busting of a drug syndicate
have again raised serious concerns.
Despite major drug seizures from
time to time and the arrest of petty
peddlers and erring policemen,
successive governments have
failed to check the menace, cour-
tesy the nexus between politicians
and the police. The government
should show political will and de-
vise a strategy to bust this well-or-
ganised racket. With a proactive
NCB and the state police, the politi-
cal leadership should take strict ac-
tion against the drug lords.

DDSS  KKaanngg,,  HHoosshhiiaarrppuurr

With a pinch of salt
Pakistan’s temporary overtures

of peace with India can’t be taken
at its face value. The conciliatory
tone by the Pakistan PM, followed
by an immediate U-turn, is nothing
new. Pakistan’s policy of belliger-
ence, cross-border terrorism, hate
and falsehood against India, irre-
spective of any government — mili-
tary or civil — is predictable and
consistent. Its collusion with China
to thwart India’s growing interna-
tional clout is all too obvious, be-
sides bleeding India through daily
cuts in J&K. All political parties in
Pakistan are in a fierce competition
to show this animosity, as was evi-
dent by the recent immature utter-
ances of its foreign minister.
Nothing positive and tangible can
be read into it. It is a ploy to tide
over its present financial nightmare
and diplomatic challenges. India
must not lower its guards and
should remain ever alert against
unreliable neighbours whose inimi-
cal intentions are too obvious.

CCaapptt  JJSS  BBooppaarraaii  ((RReettdd)),,    bbyy  mmaaiill
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Tanzanian-British novelist Abdulrazak Gurnah speaks speaks during the Jaipur Literature Festival, in Jaipur, Friday, Jan. 20.

JAIPUR LITERATURE FESTIVAL

A s a part of the tradition of the global CEO’s body World
Economic Forum (WEF), the annual five day jamboree at

Davos has started and the Global Risk Report 2023 has been re-
leased mentioning both the existing risks as also the new dan-
gers threatening the global economy. As a journalist who at-
tended Davos meet two decades ago as a journalist, I can
vouch with confidence that nothing much has changed in the
approach of the MNC CEOs and the top thought leaders of the
western world in the last 25 years, the only difference is the
participants talk more of inequality these days since Oxfam si-
multaneously releases its global inequality report. Indian par-
ticipation is sponsored by the Confederation of Indian Industry
(CII). This year, Indian Prime Minister is not attending. The in-
dustry participants always talk of the success of the economic
reforms in transforming the Indian economy and how they are
contributing to the economic growth of the country. The Indian
CEOs take the view that the present problems are due to halt-
ing reforms and in so many words, their thrust is that the very
democratic character of the country’s political system creates
the problem as the present government’s moves are getting
stalled at different levels. In the last eight years of rule by the
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, most of the industry bodies
have fully identified with the Modi regime. This gets its full re-
flection at all the Davos conclaves in the last eight years. The
basic issue of the Indian economy is growth is taking place at
the cost of employment and widening of inequality. The indus-
try people have made full use of the pandemic period to
streamline their operations through job cuts and lowering of
wages. They have taken the facilities and the concessions of-
fered by the Narendra Modi government but have not trans-
ferred the benefits to their workers. In 2022 and now in 2023,
Indian labour is being mistreated even after the easing of the
pandemic and the uptick in the economy. As 2023 begins, ac-
cording to the WEF report, the world is facing a set of risks that
feel both wholly new and eerily familiar. We have seen a return
of “older” risks – inflation, cost-of-living crises, trade wars, cap-
ital outflows from emerging markets, widespread social unrest,
geopolitical confrontation and the spectre of nuclear warfare –
which few of this generation’s business leaders and public poli-
cy-makers have experienced. These are being amplified by
comparatively new developments in the global risks landscape,
including unsustainable levels of debt, a new era of low growth,
low global investment and de-globalization, a decline in human
development after decades of progress, rapid and uncon-
strained development of dual-use (civilian and military) tech-
nologies, and the growing pressure of climate change impacts
and ambitions in an uncertain world. As the WEF’s Global Risks
Report sees it, next decade will be characterized by environ-
mental and societal crises, driven by underlying geopolitical
and economic trends. “Cost- of-living crisis” is ranked as the
most severe global risk over the next two years, peaking in the
short term. “Biodiversity loss and ecosystem collapse” is
viewed as one of the fastest deteriorating global risks over the
next decade, and all six environmental risks feature in the top
10 risks over the next 10 years. Nine risks are featured in the
top 10 rankings over both the short and the long term, includ-
ing “Geoeconomic confrontation” and “Erosion of social cohe-
sion and societal polarisation”, alongside two new entrants to
the top rankings: “Widespread cybercrime and cyber insecuri-
ty” and “Large-scale involuntary migration”. 

The Report observes that the economic afteraffects of covid-
19 and the war in Ukraine have ushered in skyrocketing infla-
tion, and started a low growth, low investment era. In the New
Year, inflation is under control in India but the low growth and
low investment era is continuing. Earlier, many think tanks
have predicted that the investment from China will be shifted
to India, but the latest opening up of the Chinese economy and
the moves of Beijing to take extra measures for keeping the
wages in China at lower level to attract the investors, may have
to be reckoned by India. Already, many foreign institutional in-
vestors have shifted from Indian stock market to China. There
is need for ensuring the flow of foreign direct investment in the
areas of the Indian economy needing latest technology. The
WEF Report has talked of accentuation of livelihood crisis in the
coming period and this is very relevant to India. The Report cat-
egorically mentions that even if some economies experience a
softer-than- expected economic landing, the end of the low in-
terest rate era will have significant ramifications for govern-
ments, businesses and individuals. The knock-on effects will be
felt most acutely by the most vulnerable parts of society and al-
ready-fragile states, contributing to rising poverty, hunger, vio-
lent protests, political instability and even state collapse.
Further, economic pressures will also erode gains made by
middle-income households, spurring discontent, political polar-
ization and calls for enhanced social protections in countries
across the world. Governments will continue to face a danger-
ous balancing act between protecting a broad swathe of their
citizens from an elongated cost-of-living crisis without embed-
ding inflation – and meeting debt servicing costs as revenues
come under pressure from an economic downturn, an increas-
ingly urgent transition to new energy systems, and a less stable
geopolitical environment. The resulting new economic era may
be one of growing divergence between rich and poor countries
and the first rollback in human development in decades. There
is clear message from the Report to India which the Modi
Government can transform into actual action in favour of the
vulnerable sections of the population. India is among the most
affected countries with minimum social security for the unor-
ganized as also a section of organized. The acute distress of
those who lost jobs during pandemic has only led to the further
downhill journey of poverty level as also the fall in the living
standard of the poor and middle class. This issue can be tack-
led effectively by implementing a minimum basic income
scheme for the people below the poverty line and the jobless
till they get jobs. This is being implemented in some Latin
American countries. Leading economists like Amartya Sen,
Abhijit Banerjee and Dr. Pranab Bardhan have supported this
scheme. The issue is in a country like India, where the social
protection schemes are so limited, the basic income scheme
can not only protect the millions, this scheme will lead to the
pepping up of consumption and consequent demand. The
2023-24 budget makers can take signals from the WEF report
and do something really substantial for the vulnerable sections
of the country’s population by adopting the basic income
scheme and simultaneously taking up measures for the crash
generation of jobs. That is the prerequisite for a growth orient-
ed budget for fiscal 2023-24.

WEF’s Global Risk’s report
2023: What it means for

Indian Economy?

Union Budget 2023-24 must ensure 
inclusive education

Vinod Chandrashekhar  Dixit

D ivorce , today, has gone
to an average home

which is generally the last line
of defence for any society like
ours. It is rightly pointed out
that “The impact of divorce
on children can be deep and
life long”. Marriage is now no
longer a sacred word and di-
vorces no longer a dirty one.
Marriages are changing be-
cause women are changing-
both in the metropolis and in
the smaller towns. A signifi-

cantly growing number of
Indians are flooding the di-
vorce courts to escape from
unhappy marriages and as-
sert their newfound independ-
ence. The number of broken
families has increased after
became easy. Society has treat-
ed divorce as taboo for long.
There are a thousand reasons
for a marriage to break. But
there is one more reason for a
compromise. Marriages sur-
vive on account of moral fear.
Change in attitudes towards
divorce is a part of the process
of secularization in Indian so-
ciety. Secularization refers to
the declining influence of reli-
gion. Divorce is not a happy
option for couples.

Marriage is considered to
be an unbreakable union of
life according to Hindu scrip-
tures, regardless of its success
or failure. Divorce means the
termination of marital rela-
tions. It means dissolution of

the marital bond. Technically
speaking, divorce means a de-
cree of dissolution of mar-
riage. Divorce is a process
through which marital bond
ceases to be in existence as per
law and the couple can no
longer be called the husband
or the wife. Hindu marriage is
regarded as sacred because it
is a bond of indissoluble na-
ture. In any society when the
married persons feel that they
cannot live together, they have
no other alternative but to dis-
solve the marriage.

Divorce is the final dissolu-
tion of marriage. As far as
Hindus are concerned, the
bond of matrimony was re-
garded as permanent bond
and dissolution of marriage
was generally not regarded as
proper. When couples divorce,
the greatest causality is not
the relationship but the chil-
dren. It also shows that mar-
riage is no longer a sacred

word and divorce no longer a
dirty one. A marriage is a
union of two families, not just
two individuals. There have
been steady rises in divorce
rates in India throughout re-
cent decades. The causes of
marital breakdown in the
form of divorce or separation
in India are different from
that of the Western countries.
However, many factors are as-
sociated with the rise in di-
vorce rate in India.

The changing attitudes to-
wards divorce have been insti-
tutionalized by various
changes in laws which have
made room for divorce.
Divorce legislations were in-
fluenced by the notion of suf-
fering and unhappiness of the
adults trapped in the so called
’empty- shell’ marriages,
where the spouses live togeth-
er but their marriages exist in
name only. These legislations
provided grounds for divorce

and made divorce consider-
ably easier.

According to the World
Press review finding (1987), di-
vorces are on the increase to
such an extent that all major
cities of India have had to cre-
ate ‘reconciliation bureaus” to
help estranged couples. For
better or for worse, divorce
has become the way out. The
pati-parmeshwar has rudely
and gradually been brought
down to earth. Moreover, most
children of divorced parents
lead a volleyball existence
that is thrown from one side to
the other without a safety net
for their emotions. In many
cases, men seeking divorce
are prepared to return what-
ever they have received as
dowry. The question is how to
bring an end to this practice?
Will divorces continue for
ever? If so, a day will come
when our society as we see it
today will cease to exit.

Divorce isn’t always the best answer

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.
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BRIEF
Irdai 

Mumbai: The insur-
ance industry will
need a capital infusion
of Rs 50,000 crore per
year to double its pene-
tration in the next five
years, sector watchdog
Irdai’s chief Debasish
Panda said on Friday.
Panda appealed to
business conglomer-
ates to channelise
funds into the sector,
saying the return on
equity is at a healthy
14 per cent for life in-
surers and 16 per cent
for non-life, while in
the case of top five
companies it goes up
to 20 per cent as well. It
can be noted that the
insurance sector is a
very competitive in-
dustry, with nearly
two dozen life insur-
ance companies and
over 30 non-life ones.

JSW Steel
New Delhi: JSW Steel
on Friday posted a
sharp 85.50 per cent
fall in its December
quarter consolidated
net profit to Rs 474
crore mainly on ac-
count of higher ex-
penses. The firm had
clocked a net profit of
Rs 4,516 crore in the
year-ago period, it
said in a regulatory
filing. Total income
during the October-
December quarter of
the ongoing fiscal rose
to Rs 39,322 crore from
Rs 38,225 crore a year
ago. Expenses were
also higher at Rs
38,288 crore as against
Rs 31,986 crore.

Chetu 
Noida: Chetu, a lead-
ing provider of world-
class software devel-
opment and support
services, has an-
nounced the details of
the company’s growth
for the 2022 fiscal year,
as well as future proj-
ects and partnerships.
The company stated
that it exceeded Rs.
606 crore ($74.48 mil-
lion USD) in revenue
and saw more than 10
percent in growth
company-wide.
Entering its 23rd year
of operation, Chetu
experienced its best fi-
nancial year on
record, generating
over Rs. 606 crore in
revenue and exceed-
ing double-digit
growth for the second
year in a row.

Bajaj Finance 
Pune: Once again,
Bajaj Finance has
happy news for all the
investors, and it has
increased the FD rates
by up to 40 bps points.
The new rates will be
effective from
January 20, 2023.
According to the an-
nouncement, the in-
terest rate for FDs
with a maturity of 44
months will be 8.10%
p.a. for senior citizens,
and 7.85% p.a. for cus-
tomers below 60 years
of age. The new rates
will be applicable to
all new deposits and
renewals with Bajaj
Finance for a tenure of
12 to 60 months.

Moody’s 
New Delhi: Moody’s
on Friday affirmed
long-term deposit
rating of State Bank
of India (SBI) and
upgraded it for
Punjab National
Bank, Canara Bank
and Bank of Baroda
on improving credit
profile. The outlooks
on long-term ratings
of all the four banks
remain stable,
Moody’s Investors
Service said in a
statement. Moody’s
has affirmed the
Baa3 long-term local
and foreign currency
bank deposit ratings
of SBI.

TANISHQ’S STORE INAUGURATION

US Senate Foreign Relations Committee Chairman and Senator Robert Menendez with other dignitaries
during the inauguration of Tanishq’s store in New Jersey, USA. 

Davos, Jan 20 (PTI):

Lauding Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s leader-
ship in a fractured world,
the World Economic
Forum’s Founder and
Executive Chairman
Klaus Schwab said India is
a bright spot amid the
global crisis.

After attending an India
reception on Thursday
night during the WEF
Annual Meeting 2023,
Schwab said India is pro-
moting a just and equi-
table growth for all in the
world during its G20 presi-
dency, while also making
significant progress on the
most pressing domestic
challenges. “India’s G20
presidency comes at a cru-
cial time, Prime Minister
Modi’s leadership is criti-
cal in this fractured
world,” Schwab said. The

WEF also issued a state-
ment and said it values its
nearly 40-year collabora-
tive history with India and
looks forward to contin-
ued cooperation with the
country during its G20
presidency under Prime

Minister Modi’s leader-
ship. The WEF said its an-
nual meeting is taking
place at a time when multi-
ple crises have deepened
divisions and fragmented
the geopolitical landscape.
Governments and busi-
nesses must address peo-
ple’s immediate, critical
needs while also laying the
groundwork for a more
sustainable, resilient
world by the end of the
decade, leaders have said
here.

The WEF said the pro-
gramme simultaneously
addresses immediate
crises and long-term fu-
ture challenges and helps
set the scene for India’s
G20 presidency. “I had the
pleasure of meeting the
Indian ministerial delega-
tion and many of its top
business leaders,” Schwab
said.

India bright spot amid global crisis;
PM Modi’s leadership critical in
fractured world: WEF Chairman

German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz (L) arrives on stage

next to World Economic Forum
founder Klaus Schwab at the
Congress centre during the

World Economic Forum (WEF)
annual meeting in Davos .

Mumbai, Jan 20 (PTI):

Benchmark Sensex and
Nifty closed lower for the
second day in a row on
Friday due to a decline in
index major Reliance
Industries, Hindustan
Unilever, and Infosys amid
concerns over global eco-
nomic slowdown.

The 30-share BSE
Sensex declined 236.66
points or 0.39 per cent to
settle at 60,621.77 with 20 of
its constituents ending in
red. During the day, it fell
273.18 points or 0.44 per
cent to 60,585.25.

The broader NSE Nifty
fell by 80.20 points or 0.44
per cent to end at 18,027.65
as 36 of its stocks closed
with losses.

“Shaking off the weak
lead from Wall Street, do-
mestic indices attempted

to trade higher due to eco-
nomic optimism that
stemmed from China’s re-
opening. However, con-
cerns over the global eco-
nomic slowdown eventual-
ly caught up and dragged
markets lower,” said Vinod
Nair, Head of Research at
Geojit Financial Services.

Joseph Thomas, Head of
Research, Emkay Global
Financial Services said
that the equity market
continued to trade lower
in sync with developments
abroad, mainly the US
markets.

“While the probability
of the Fed hiking rates fur-
ther to slay the demon of
inflation is quite high, the
consequences of the rate
action over a period of
time translating itself into
an economic slowdown is
occupying the minds of

the investors,” Thomas
said. From the Sensex
pack, Hindustan Unilever
fell the most by 3.84 per
cent amid concerns over
increase in royalty and
central services arrange-
ment fee to its parent
Unilever group.

Reliance Industries de-
clined by 1.15 per cent
ahead of its financial re-
sults while Infosys closed
lower by 1.03 per cent.

Among others, Asian
Paints, Bajaj Finance,
Nestle, Bajaj Finserv,
Larsen & Toubro, Maruti
and Bharti Airtel also
dropped.

Power Grid was the
biggest gainer, rising by
1.2 per cent. HDFC Bank,
HDFC, ITC, Tata Motors,
ICICI Bank and State
Bank of India were also
among the gainers.

Sensex, Nifty fall for 2nd day on 
global economic slowdown concerns

MMuummbbaaii,,  JJaann  2200  ((PPTTII))::

The rupee appreciated 18
paise to close at 81.18 (provi-
sional) against the US dollar on
Friday on broad dollar weak-
ness. However, weak domestic
equities and a surge in crude
oil prices capped sharp gains
for the local currency, forex
traders said. At the interbank
foreign exchange market, the
local unit opened strong at
81.24, and settled for the day
at 81.18 (provisional), register-
ing a rise of 18 paise over its
previous close. During the trad-
ing session, the local unit wit-
nessed an intra-day high of
81.09 and a low of 81.28
against the American currency.
On Thursday, the rupee closed
at 81.36 against the US dollar.
The dollar index, which gauges
the greenback’s strength
against a basket of six curren-
cies, advanced 0.21 per cent to
102.26. Global oil benchmark

Brent crude futures rose 0.48
per cent to USD 86.57 per bar-
rel. According to Anuj
Choudhary - Research Analyst
at Sharekhan by BNP Paribas,
the Indian rupee appreciated
on Friday on soft US dollar and
FII inflows on Thursday. “Dollar
declined on increasing odds of
a 25-bps rate hike by FOMC fol-
lowing disappointing economic
data coming out from the US,”
Choudhary said. The US
Federal Reserve Vice Chair Lael
Brainard hinted that the US Fed
may hike rates at a slower pace
by 25 bps in the next Federal
Open Market Committee
(FOMC) meeting in February
and is expected to hold higher
rates for longer to tame infla-
tion. “We expect the rupee to
trade with a positive bias on a
weak tone in the greenback.
However, concerns over global
economic growth and a surge
in crude oil prices may cap a
sharp upside.

Rupee gains 18 paise to close
at 81.18 against US dollar

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJaann  2200  ((PPTTII))::

Online food delivery platform
Swiggy on Friday laid off 380
employees as part of a “restruc-
turing exercise” citing challeng-
ing macroeconomic conditions,
with its CEO Sriharsha Majety
saying that overhiring was a
case of “poor judgement” where
he should have done better. In
an internal email, Majety, Co-
Founder and CEO, also apolo-
gised to the affected employees
and said the “extremely difficult
decision” taken after “exploring
all available options” and
offered an employee assistance
plan for the impacted people.
He said the growth rate for food
delivery has slowed down ver-
sus the company’s projections.
“This meant that we needed to
revisit our overall indirect costs
to hit our profitability goals.

While we’d already initiated
actions on other indirect costs
like infrastructure, office/facili-
ties etc., we needed to right-size
our overall personnel costs also
in line with the projections for
the future. “Our overhiring is a
case of poor judgement, and I
should’ve done better here,”
Majety said in the email. Earlier
in the morning, he had
addressed a townhall of Swiggy
employees. As part of the
employee assistance plan,
Swiggy has offered cash payout
ranging from three to six
months based on the affected
employees’ tenure and grade.
They will receive either an
assured three months pay or
notice period plus 15 days ex-
gratia for every completed year
of service plus balance earned
leave as per policy whichever is
higher.

Swiggy lays off
380 employees

CEO Majety says overhiring ‘poor judgement’

New Delhi, Jan 20 (PTI):

Ultra luxury car maker
Bentley on Friday
launched all-new
Bentayga extended wheel-
base for the Indian mar-
ket, priced at Rs 6 crore
(ex-showroom Delhi).

The company’s dealer in
India, Exclusive Motors,
said that with the addition
of the new model it is aim-
ing for at least 40 per cent
sales growth in the cur-
rent year over 2022.

“We sold 40 units last
year and this year we are
looking to sell around 60
units in the country,”
Exclusive Motors
Managing Director Satya
Bagla told PTI on the side-
lines of the launch.

The company has com-
menced taking orders for
the model, which comes

with a 4-litre 550 PS V8
petrol engine. It takes
around 7-8 months for the
delivery of the car as the
unit is imported into the
country, Bagla said.

“The new Bentayga
Extended Wheelbase is the
next chapter in the

Bentayga story. This new
SUV has a rear-cabin expe-
rience comparable to the
legendary Mulsanne,”
Bagla said.

These advancements,
along with the outstand-
ing skills of Bentley’s
craftspeople, make the

Bentayga extended wheel-
base the ultimate luxury
SUV to drive or be driven
in, he added.

The Bentayga extended
wheelbase builds on the
latest second-generation
Bentayga, extending the
wheelbase and rear cabin
space by an extra 180 mm.

The company has retail
presence in three cities,
Delhi, Mumbai and
Hyderabad from where it
caters to the customers.

When asked about
growth potential of the
ultra luxury car segment
in the country, Bagla said:
“The segment is growing
and the only issue is high
import duties which some-
how impede the growth of
the vertical. Gradually we
hope the government will
rationalise it going fur-
ther.”

Bentley drives in Bentayga Extended
Wheelbase in India priced at Rs 6 cr

Exclusive Motors Managing Director Satya Bagla poses
next to the newly launched Bentley’s Bentayga EWB
Azure SUV, in New Delhi, Friday, Jan. 20.

Davos, Jan 20 (PTI):

Asking the world to be
pragmatic and collabo-
rate, IMF chief
Kristalina Georgieva on
Friday said fragmenta-
tion can cost up to 7 per
cent of the global GDP.

“If we don’t unite
now, we’ll face signifi-
cant risk to the econo-
my and people’s wellbe-
ing,” she said during a
session on global econo-
my on the last day of
the World Economic
Forum Annual Meeting
2023.

The International
Monetary Fund
Managing Director said
if we look at medium-
term growth prospects,
how we handle the sup-
ply chain issues, that
will decide our future

prospects. She said her
message to the world is
to “be pragmatic and
collaborate”.

Asked what will take
the IMF to upgrade its
global growth forecast,
she said, “Last year, we
downgraded the growth
projections three times
and not downgrading

further itself is good
news at the moment.”
Also, the labour market
needs to be looked at se-
riously, as for anyone,
having a cost of living
crisis and a job is much
better than having no
cost of living crisis and
no job, she said.

“2022 was a weird
year. There was no
growth engine. But
some things must be im-
proving now or at least
it has not been as bad as
feared,” ECB President
and former IMF chief
Christine Lagarde said.

China is now emerg-
ing again and that
would be positive for
the rest of the world
also, though that may
lead to some inflation-
ary pressures, she
added.

Fragmentation can cost 7 pc of global GDP:
be pragmatic and collaborate: IMF chief

Nagpur, Jan 20 (PTI):

The Centre is all set to
introduce a research
linked incentive pro-
gramme shaped on the
lines of the production
linked incentive (PLI)
scheme to boost research
and development of
biotech products in the
country, said Drugs
Controller General of
India Dr V G Somani on
Friday.

PLI scheme aims to
give companies incen-
tives on incremental sales
from products manufac-
tured in domestic units.

Somani was speaking
on the first day of the
72nd Indian
Pharmaceutical Congress
in Nagpur. The three-day
event will cover various
issues related to the phar-
maceutical industry, aca-

demia and community
pharmacy and will be at-
tended by delegates from
India and abroad.

The accomplishments
of the Indian pharmaceu-
tical sector during the
COVID years were a huge
boon for society, said
Somani, who heads
India’s apex drug regula-
tory agency Central
Drugs Standard Control
Organization (CDSCO).

“Firstly, the urgency to
identify the virus (coron-
avirus) and secondly to
develop vaccine, medi-
cines and diagnostics for
COVID-19 was not an or-
dinary challenge. But,
with the encouragement
from Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, the
Indian pharmaceutical
industry accepted this
challenge and successful-
ly developed the vaccine
that not only saved mil-
lions of lives in India but
also in several other parts
of the globe,” said
Somani.

Underscoring the im-
portance of policy re-
forms, innovation, and re-
search and development,
he said the government
has taken several initia-
tives to aid innovative re-
search and establish ap-
propriate ecosystems.

Govt to introduce incentive scheme to boost
R&D by pharma industry: DCGI Somani

New Delhi, Jan 20 (PTI):

The government on
Friday made it mandatory
for social media influ-
encers to disclose their
“material” interest in en-
dorsing products and serv-
ices and violations can at-
tract strict legal action, in-
cluding ban on endorse-
ments.

The regulations are part
of continuing efforts to
curb misleading advertise-
ments as well protect the
interests of consumers
amid the expanding social
influencer market which
is projected to be worth
around Rs 2,800 crore by
2025.

The new guidelines
named ‘Endorsement
Know Hows — for celebri-
ties, influencers and virtu-
al media influencers

(Avatar or computer gen-
erated character) on social
media platforms’ has been
issued by the Department
of Consumers Affairs.

In case of violation, the
penalty prescribed for mis-
leading advertisement
under the Consumer
Protection Act 2019 will be
applicable.

The Central Consumer
Protection Authority
(CCPA) can impose penal-
ty of up to Rs 10 lakh on
manufacturers, advertis-
ers and endorsers. For
subsequent offences,
penalty of up to Rs 50 lakh
can be imposed. The au-
thority can prohibit en-
dorser of a misleading ad
from making any endorse-
ment for up to 1 year and
for subsequent contraven-
tion, prohibition can ex-
tend up to 3 years.

Product promotions: Govt makes it
mandatory for social media influencers

to disclose material interest
Pune, Jan 20 (PTI):

Swiss sports bike maker
KTM, which has a manu-
facturing joint venture
with Bajaj Auto, on Friday
said it will begin selling
the electric model of the
resurrected iconic Chetak
in the first quarter of 2024
in Europe.

The 50.1:49.9 joint ven-
ture also rolled out the 1
millionth KTM bike from
the Chakan plant near
here. KTM claims to be the
world’s No 1 premium mo-
torbike brand.

The E-Chetak especially
the second generation, is a
great commuter product
for a market like Europe. If
everything goes as
planned we should be sell-
ing this e-scooter in
Europe from early 2024.
The European marketing

season begins in March
and we should be ready by
then, Stefan Pierer, the
chief executive of Perier
Mobility which owns the
KTM brand told reporters
here.

Since its launch in 1972,
the Chetak became a
household name over the
decades but since the com-
pany made bigger from
bikes, Bajaj Auto under
the present management
led by Rajiv Bajaj in 2006
discontinued the Chetak.

The iconic scooter made
a comeback in October
2019 in the EV form and
since then has sold over
24,000 units at price tag of
Rs 1.4 lakh and is available
in 40 cities now.

The Bajaj KTM tie-up
began in October 2007 and
the first bike was rolled
out in 2011.

KTM to sell electric 
version of Chetak in Europe

from 1st qtr of 2024



Priyanka Chopra
responds to 

criticism of her use
of surrogate

'Quantico' actress Priyanka Chopra Jonas is
addressing criticism of her use of a surrogate. The
actress, 40, shared with 'British Vogue' her journey
to motherhood and life as a mom to daughter Malti
Marie, who celebrated her first birthday earlier this
week. Malti's birth was announced in a joint state-
ment from Chopra Jonas and husband Nick Jonas,
shared on their respective social media accounts,
reports 'People' magazine. The news that their baby
girl was born via surrogate was met with commen-
tary and criticism that was hard for the new mom.
"I've developed a tough hide when people talk about
me," she told 'British Vogue'. "But it's so painful
when they talk about my daughter. I'm like, 'Keep
her out of it.'" "I know what it felt like to hold her lit-
tle hands when they were trying to find her veins,"
she continued, referencing the fact that Malti was
born three months premature. "So no, she's not
going to be a gossip. I've been really protective of
this chapter of my life with my daughter. Because
it's not about my life only. It's hers too." As per
'People', Chopra Jonas went on to confirm that her
use of a surrogate was medically necessary. "I had
medical complications," she explained. "This was a
necessary step, and I'm so grateful I was in a posi-
tion where I could do this. Our surrogate was so gen-
erous, kind, lovely and funny, and she took care of
this precious gift for us for six months." Noting that
critics are unlikely to change their minds about her,
Chopra Jonas levelled, "You don't know me. You
don't know what I've been through. And just
because I don't want to make my medical history, or
my daughter's, public doesn't give you the right to
make up whatever the reasons were".

ACROSS
1. Slightly wet
5. Coliseum
10. Doll’s cry
14. China’s continent
15. Fables
16. Face shape
17. Affleck and Stiller
18. Appraisal
20. Fry lightly
22. Piano part
23. ____ Grande

24. Horn blast
26. Naps
28. Most strict
32. MGM lion
33. Drone
34. Disdainful look
36. Drying cloth
40. Nevada neighbor
42. Copenhagen natives
44. Car for hire
45. Radio receiver
47. Forbidden items (hyph.)

49. Sermon subject
50. Bond creator ____ Fleming
52. Casino game
54. Actor’s goal
58. Conifer
59. Circle segment
60. Love (Ital.)
63. Appointments
66. Printed material
69. Skirt length
70. Glimpses
71. Sandwich shops
72. Send forth
73. Finds a sum
74. Snooze
75. Rents out

DOWN
1. Small quantities
2. Out of port
3. Revolutionary War militiaman
4. Minister
5. ____ snail’s pace (2 wds.)
6. Grating sound
7. Otherwise
8. Requirements
9. Attack
10. Dad’s partner
11. Turn aside
12. Craze
13. Female singers
19. Ice pellets
21. Long periods
25. Take care of
27. Chimney residue
28. Closed
29. Dancer’s skirt

30. Actor ____ Penn
31. Choir member
35. Divorce city
37. Goof off (2 wds.)
38. Outlet
39. Draw the ____
41. Inheritor
43. Chicken noodle, e.g.
46. Plane spotter
48. Skidded
51. Wanderers
53. Glossy paint
54. Mexican sauce
55. Endeavored
56. Pretended
57. Motor inn
61. Regulation
62. Famous canal
64. Rewrite
65. Poses
67. Curvy letter
68. Telepathy (abbr.)
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II f there’s one thing that
avid viewers of Shemroo

Umang’s show ‘Kyunkii Tum
Hi Ho’ have been eagerly
waiting for, it is the wedding
sequence. Yes! Fans of the
show are yearning to see
Kavya Sharma (Priyanka
Dhavale) dress up as a dul-
han in the upcoming
episodes of the show. While
the twists and turns of his
highly-anticipated wedding
sequence are still under
wraps, the latest scoop from
the sets will definitely raise
viewers’ curiosity.  Well,
we’re talking about reel-life
bride-to-be Priyanka
Dhavale a.k.a Kavya’s wed-
ding lehenga. According to
sources from Kyunkii Tum Hi
Ho, the young actress is all
set to wear a designer bridal
lehenga worth Rs. 25 lakhs.
Yes, you read that right!
Priyanka Dhavale’s lehenga

for the much-awaited wed-
ding sequence for Shemaroo
Umang’s show will cost a
whopping Rs. 25 lahks. The
actress will don a traditional
heavily embroidered lehen-
ga with a matching dupatta.
Not only this, but sources
also reveal that Priyanka will
channel her inner 'desi
woman' to complete her
look with statement jewelry,
maang tika, earrings, nath,
chooda, and kalire latkans.

Priyanka will for the first
time become a dulhan on
screen, and by the descrip-
tion of her outfit, it seems
she’s going to look ravish-
ing. While viewers are excit-
ed to witness the upcoming
story, we get to know that
Priyanka is also super excit-
ed to look her stylish best
for the sequence. The wed-
ding is just about to begin.
But no wedding on Indian

Television is simple, it is
filled with drama, twists,
and turns. So, special
Baraatis of Shemaroo
Umang, get ready to enjoy
double the drama and dou-
ble the fun on Kyunkii Tum
Hi Ho. Will this Gwalior wed-
ding have any hindrance or
will the love triangle take a
whole new turn? Viewers
will find out soon on
Shemaroo Umang, but one
thing is certain, this wed-
ding will be the most enter-
taining wedding of the year.

The romantic drama stars
Amar Upadhyay as Karan
and Harsh Nagar as
Abhimanyu as the male
leads and is a love triangle.
Produced by Hawk Eye
Vision (Suhail Zaidi and
Amar Upadhyay), watch
Kyunkii Tum Hi Ho every
Monday to Saturday only on
Shemaroo Umang at 9 PM. 

Priyanka Dhavale to wear a 25 lakh bridal lehenga 

'Bigg Boss 14' fame Nikki
Tamboli recalled going
through mental stress
and emotional break-
down after the demise of
her brother Jatin
Tamboli and how now
she is trying to overcome
that depressing phase.
She also opened up about
the kind of roles she is
willing to take up in fu-
ture. Nikki said: "I've
been getting a lot of of-
fers since getting out of
'Bigg Boss' but wasn't in
the right frame of mind
to make the right deci-
sions. Dealing with the
pain of losing a loved one,
these last two years have
been a real struggle."

"I was lost and it was
difficult to stay positive
while missing my broth-
er. I was going through a
phase of complete de-
spair, even when I would
smile in the company of
thousands of people, I
was dying inside." Nikki
has participated in reali-
ty shows such as 'Bigg

Boss 14', 'Khatron Ke
Khiladi 11', 'The Khatra
Khatra Show', and was
also seen on the fictional
drama 'Sirf tum'. She
added: "Time flies but
memories which he has
left behind always keep
playing on loop in front of
my eyes. I even faced
some rejections and also
said no to some music
videos. I guess whatever
happened, it happened
for a reason and maybe
something much better is
in store for me." Nikki
shared about the kind of
roles she is willing to do
and added: "I feel I have
the confidence to accept
newer challenges and it's
time to hit back hard. I
would love to do the kind
of roles that demand a lot
of action and willingness
to work in a biopic. I've
been looking at scripts
and keeping my options
open but I needed some-
thing that I can connect
to and can see myself
doing."

TT he culinary reality format
show 'MasterChef India' on

Sony Entertainment Television
and SonyLIV has narrowed down
to the "Top 15" home cooks.
These fifteen fortunate contest-
ants will continue to compete for
the title of the season's victor.
Chefs Ranveer Brar, Garima
Arora, and Vikas Khanna judged
the contestants based on the cri-
teria of TIP- Taste, Innovation,
and Precision. On Friday, 20th
January, the contestants were
given a 'Pressure test' and to
judge the same, will be none
other than, Anahita Dhondy
Bhandari who hails from a Parsi
family. She promoted Parsi cui-
sine and asking contestants to
replicate her dish named 'Bhaji
Dana Ma Gosht'.

Always one to promote her
culinary roots, Chef Anahita will
be seen representing Parsi cui-
sine on the national platform of
'MasterChef India' through her
dish. She has always encouraged
the thought that Farsi dishes be
made a part of the global map of
cuisines and coming to the show
and teaching the contestants her
dish would be a part of the same
mandate. She has grown up hav-
ing a palate deeply rooted in the
Parsi culture. Growing up and
having a special connection to
her Farsi culinary heritage comes

from her mother and her grand-
mother. SodaBottle OpenerWala
is where the Chef got her chance
at wearing the chef's apron and
toque blache and there has been
no looking back since then.
Promoting her culture through
food has been a dream of the
Chef's and that dream also trans-
lated onto the dishes of the con-
testants on MasterChef India
when they were asked to repli-
cate Chef Anahita's Farsi inspired
plat du jour. Six contestants who
will be seen in the "Black Apron
challenge" undergoing the
"Pressure Test" will be seen mak-
ing the special dish within the
time of 30 minutes. Anahita
would be seen interacting with

the contestants as they are cook-
ing, giving them tips on how to
better their dishes. In the end,
according to a source close to the
set, the challenge was appreciat-
ed by the chefs, "Chef Ranveer
Brar would be expressing his
pride in the contestants for cook-
ing Parsi food, something which
they have never explored before,
thus thanking Anahita for her
expertise and guidance."

The top 15 home cooks who
were chosen are Priyanka Kundu
Biswas from Kolkata, Aruna Vijay
from Chennai, Priya Vijan from
Bangalore, Dyuti Banerjee from
Kolkata, Avinash Patnaik from
Bhubaneswar, Santa Sarmah
from Jagiroad Vill Amlighat,
Nazia Sultana from Guwahati,
Gurkirat Singh from Sirsa, Yashu
Verma from Gazipur City,
Kamaldeep Kaur from Ludhiana,
Sachin Khatwani from Lucknow,
Suvarna Vijay Bagul from
Mumbai, Deepa Chauhan from
Bangalore, Nayanjyoti Saika from
Tinsukia, and Vineet Yadav from
Lucknow. Nazia Sultana would
not be seen in this week's
episodes since she had to go back
home to care for her daughter.
TTuunnee  iinn  ttoo  wwaattcchh  ''MMaasstteerrCChheeff
IInnddiiaa''  eevveerryy  MMoonnddaayy  ttoo  FFrriiddaayy  aatt
99  ppmm  oonnllyy  oonn  SSoonnyy  EEnntteerrttaaiinnmmeenntt
TTeelleevviissiioonn  aanndd  ssttrreeaammiinngg oonn
SSoonnyyLLIIVV..

F ollowing a grand fes-
tive season response,

the Thalapathi Vijay-
Rashmika Mandanna-
starrer "Varisu" has
grossed Rs 210 crore in its
first week and is expected
to continue its victorious
run at the box office.

Savouring the film's
success, Rashmika said:
"Looking at the massive
love and appreciation
being showered on
'Varisu' really warms my
heart and makes me feel
so grateful!"

Directed by Vamshi
Paidipally, Rashmika's
performance in the songs
'Ranjithame' and
'Jimikki Ponnu' has been
particularly appreciated
by critics and audiences
alike.

Rashmika added: "The
story and its narrative is
such that the moment I
heard it, I was sure it
would definitely connect
with family audiences, so
it was an instant 'yes' for
me. And the cherry on

the cake was working
with Vijay sir, which was
a dream opportunity
come true." Rashmika is
looking at a blockbuster
2023 with four films
scheduled to be released,
one of them being
"Varisu", across multiple
languages. She will also
be seen in "Mission
Majnu", "Animal" and
another film that is cur-
rently under wraps.

Nikki Tamboli: Last two years
have been a real struggle

Rashmika thanks 
‘Vijay sir’ as ‘Varisu’ collects

Rs 201 cr in 1st week

Chef Anahita, Special Guest
Chef on ‘Masterchef India’

TT he audience's content
preferences have

changed in the last three years.
This change has been catal-
ysed by the Covid-19 pandem-
ic, which even after three
years, refuses to slow down.

Today, there is a clear
demarcation in the mind of the
audience about what they
want to watch in theatres,
because let's face it, going to
the cinema is not a cakewalk
because it involves some effort
and then there are the hidden
costs of fuel, parking, food and
beverage, and not to forget the
mind-numbing traffic and pol-
lution.

According to Bollywood
actor Shahid Kapoor, who is
gearing up for his web-series
debut in the crime-thriller
series 'Farzi', all said and done,
good content will always work.
He furnishes the recent exam-
ple of the breakout success of
last year's 'Kantara'.

The Kannada film, which has
been written and directed by
its lead actor Rishab Shetty,
has broken new grounds and
territories courtesy its rooted-
ness and honest storytelling,
something that will define the
success of a film in the post-
pandemic world.

"How would you judge a film
like 'Kantara', man? It was not
a spectacle when it was
released. Of course, it is a
spectacle to watch but it was
the audience that made that
film what it has become now,"
said Shahid.

Delving deeper, he said: "It's
more about how cinematic
experience a film could pro-
vide. I agree that there is a
clear demarcation between dif-
ferent content pieces but I
don't see this as a change in
trend. I just feel that multiple
things have happened in the

last three years and the differ-
entiation is what I want to
watch at home and what I am
willing to watch in the the-
atres." Sharing his observation
and insights, he expressed:
"One thing that I have
observed in the audience is
that they are not willing to pay
their hard-earned money for
mediocre content. Unless your
content is good, it has a certain
scale, it has a certain enter-
tainment quotient, it won't

work. The audience wants to
watch good content. They are
willing to walk into the the-
atres but you have to bring
your A-game to the table."

One may sit down and
analyse the impact of the pan-
demic on the film industries
across the world, but at a
human level, the pandemic's
initial phase was very challeng-
ing for everyone more so for
the film fraternity because to
put their work together they

had to leave behind the social
distancing and come together.
Changing the course of conver-
sation, the actor said: "Another
thing is that the pandemic was
very challenging for the entire
fraternity because we work
under certain conditions, this is
a collaborative medium and
there is a certain way of work-
ing.

"For instance, for 'Farzi', we
hardly met before the shoot,
we were constantly on Zoom
calls trying to brainstorm from
the confines of our homes stay-
ing as much safe as we could.

"Filmmaking is a very touch
and feel kind of a job, if you
have to do a recce, you will
have to visit the location and
mark the boundaries for the
shots, the props or the produc-
tion design."

Shahid plays an artist turned
counterfeiter in 'Farzi'.
Shedding light on his charac-
ter, he said: "I found this char-
acter to be a very interesting
dichotomy since he is an
artiste, he creates something
but his creation causes
destruction to the economy in
the long run.

"What I really love about
Sunny (the character) is that I
don't think he knows what he is
or what he is capable of. I
never judge the characters that
I play, it's okay with me if peo-
ple judge them or even hate
them. My job as an actor is to
put conviction and believability
in my characters."

He further mentioned: "My
favourite line of this character
from the series is that he says
he is helping the system by
actually putting in more
money. Every criminal has a
justification for their actions
and so does he." 'Farzi' will be
available to stream on Prime
Video from February 10.

Shahid cites ‘Kantara’ as example 
of why only spectacles seem to work
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RRaaiippuurr,,  JJaann  2200  ((PPTTII))::

India will be expecting more
runs from the middle order and
discipline in the death overs as
they look for a series sealing win
against New Zealand in the sec-
ond ODI here on Saturday. With
the city hosting its first-ever
international game, a sell out
crowd of 60,000 plus is expected
to cheer the home team. After
being down and out at 131 for
six, New Zealand were allowed
to score another 206 runs in the
chase of 350 and that should

worry India. The visitors looked
like getting a remarkable come-
from-behind win but the individ-
ual brilliance of Mohammed
Siraj stopped them. With the
bat, Shubman Gill, who scored a
scintillating double century, had
singlehandedly taken India to a
competitive total with the oth-
ers falling by the wayside. Virat
Kohli’s individual effort had
stood out in the previous game
against Sri Lanka. Hardik
Pandya, who has not been at his
belligerent best of late, will be
expected to give final flourish to

the innings. Accommodated in
the middle-order following his
double hundred performance in
Bangladesh, Ishan Kishan would
be itching to make the most of
the opportunity after an off-day
in Hyderabad. Skipper Rohit
Sharma has looked good and
got starts but has not been able
to convert, and Saturday could
his day. However, bigger con-
cerns lie in the bowling depart-
ment after the thrashing got
from Michael Bracewell, who
put the Indian attack to sword
on Wednesday. India brought

Shardul Thakur into the team at
the expense of the super quick
Umran Malik considering his
batting abilities. But the man-
agement needs to decide quick-
ly if it wants a bowler who can
bat or a specialist who can rattle
the opposition with extra pace
and get wickets in the middle
overs. Siraj has developed into
an all phase bowler but others
need to step up. Mohammad
Shami was brilliant with the
new ball but was taken to the
cleaners by Bracewell. Hardik
too was expensive. In the spin
department, Washington
Sundar had a game to forget
while Kuldeep Yadav continued
his impressive run. The team
also has the option playing
Yuzvendra Chahal and Kuldeep
together but it has stuck to one

wrist spinner and one finger
spinner policy. New Zealand’s
never-say-die spirit came to the
fore in the series opener and
they would take a lot of heart
from that. It won’t be a regular
occurrence that a number seven
in Bracwell and number eight in
Mitchell Santner will bring back
the team from a hopeless situa-
tion. Finn Allen played some
bold strokes but could not make
it big. And in the absence of
Kane Williamson, New Zealand
need someone to anchor the
innings. The pace trio of Henry
Shipley, Lockie Ferguson and
Blair Tickner will be looking for
more accuracy after being mer-
cilessly attacked by Gill. It
remains to be seen if Ish Sodhi
regains full fitness for the must-
win game for his team.

Thakur or Malik? India weigh pace options
ahead of Raipur’s international debut

Indian captain Rohit Sharma with head coach Rahul Dravid and batting coach
Vikram Rathour during a practice session ahead of the second ODI cricket match
between India and New Zealand, at Shaheed Veer Narayan Singh International
Cricket Stadium in Raipur, Friday, Jan. 20.

Indian team fined 60 per cent 
of match fees for slow over rate
RRaaiippuurr:: The Indian team has been fined 60 per cent of its match fee
for maintaining a slow over-rate against New Zealand in the first
ODI in Hyderabad. Javagal Srinath of the Emirates ICC Elite Panel
of Match Referees imposed the sanction after India were ruled to
be three overs short of the target after time allowances were taken
into consideration for Wednesday’s series opener. “In accordance
with Article 2.22 of the ICC Code of Conduct for Players and Player
Support Personnel, which relates to minimum over-rate offences,
players are fined 20 per cent of their match fee for every over their
side fails to bowl in the allotted time,” the ICC said in a statement.
India captain Rohit Sharma pleaded guilty to the offence and
accepted the proposed sanction, so there was no need for a formal
hearing. On-field umpires Anil Chaudhary and Nitin Menon, third
umpire K N Ananthapadmanabhan and fourth umpire Jayaraman
Madanagopal levelled the charge.

RRoouurrkkeellaa,,  JJaann  2200  ((PPTTII))::
Star forward Blake Govers
scored four times, including
from a penalty stroke, as title
contenders Australia thrashed
South Africa 9-2 to top Pool A
and directly qualify for the quar-
terfinals of the FIH Men’s World
Cup here on Friday.
Australia will face the winner of
the crossover match between
Malaysia and Spain in the quar-
terfinal match on January 24 in
Bhubaneswar.
Govers struck in the fourth,
15th, 19th and 20th minutes as
the rampaging Australians led 7-
1 at half time. His first and
fourth strikes were field goals
while the second one was from a
penalty corner and the third
from the penalty spot.
Tom Craig (10th), Jake Harvie
(22nd), Daniel Beale (28th),
Jeremy Hayward (32nd) and Tim
Brand (47th) were the other
Australian goal getters at the
Birsa Munda Stadium. Ntuli

Nqobile (8th) and Kok Tevin
(58th) were the scorers — both
field goals — for South Africa.
The Kookaburras slowed down a
bit in the third and fourth quar-
ters, just scoring a goal each.
The fourth quarter saw both
sides scoring a goal each. Five of
the Australian goals were field
efforts while three were from
the penalty corners. Australia
earned eight PCs as against five
of the South Africans.
In another Pool A match,
Argentina and France scored a
goal each in the final minute to
play out a 5-5 draw in a dramatic
contest. Argentina finished sec-
ond in the pool with five points
from three matches — one win
and two draws — while France
ended at third with four points
— one win, one draw and one
loss. Argentina will play the
third place team in Pool B in
their crossover match on
January 22 in Bhubaneswar
while France will take on the

second place team in Pool B the
next day. France thought they
had won the match 5-4 after
Victor Charlet scored in the final
minute from the penalty stroke
but Argentina equalised after a
few seconds through a penalty
corner. Argentina earned four
penalty corners in succession
and scored from the last one to
split points with France.
Charlet (36th, 38th, 48th and
60th) struck four goals for
France with two coming from
penalty strokes. His first and last
were from penalty strokes while
the second and third were from
PCs. Tynevez Etienne scored the
other goal for France in the 11th
minute.
For Argentina, who had played
out a 3-3 draw against pool top-
per Australia, Nicolas Della Torre
(34th, 42nd and 60th) struck a
hat-trick while Keenan Nicolas
(3rd) and Martin Ferreiro (51st)
were the other goal scorers.
The Netherlands and England
also booked direct quarterfinal
berths after topping Pool C and
Pool D respectively on Thursday.

Australia maul South Africa 9-2, top Pool
A and qualify directly for quarterfinals

Australia’s Blake Govers scores a goal during the FIH
Odisha Hockey Men’s World Cup 2023 match
between Australia and South Africa, at Birsa Munda
Stadium in Rourkela, Friday, Jan. 20.

New Delhi, Jan 20 (PTI):

Vaibhav Rawal scored a
fine century before pacer
Divij Mehra’s five-for dis-
mantled Mumbai as Delhi
notched a memorable
eight-wicket win in a Ranji
Trophy Group B match
here on Friday.

It was Delhi’s first out-
right win over heavy-
weights Mumbai since the
1979-80 Ranji Trophy final,
when Bishan Singh Bedi’s
side got the better of Sunil
Gavaskar’s team by 240
runs. Bowling out
Mumbai for 293 in the first
innings, Delhi took a 76-
run lead owing to Vaibhav
Rawal’s 114 and skipper
Himmat Singh’s 85. The 20-
year-old Mehra, playing

only his second first-class
game, then gave a master-
class in seam bowling at
the Arun Jaitley Stadium
as he ran through the
much-vaunted Mumbai
top-order. His scalps in-
cluded Prithvi Shaw,
Musheer Khan, Armaan
Jaffer, first innings centu-
rion Sarfaraz Khan, and
Mohit Avasthi as he paved
the way for Delhi’s maiden
win of the season.

Vaibhav, Divij power Delhi to maiden win of season
Delhi’s Hrithik Shokeen

being greeted by
Mumbai’s Sarfaraz Khan
after the latter won the

Ranji Trophy cricket
match between Delhi
and Mumbai, in New
Delhi, Friday, Jan. 20.

Melboune, Jan 20 (AP):

American title fa-
vorites Jessica Pegula
and Coco Gauff had con-
vincing third-round wins
on Friday at the
Australian Open.

The third-seeded
Pegula, a quarterfinalist
the past two years at
Melbourne Park, needed
65 minutes for a 6-0 6-2
victory over Marta
Kostyuk. Seventh-seeded
Gauff be at Bernarda
Pera 6-3 6-2 to reach the
last 16.

Pegula raced through
the first set and though
Kostyuk established her-
self in the second set, she
was always playing
catch-up.

“I thought I just didn’t
give away a lot of free
points,” said Pegula, who
will meet Barbora
Krejcikova, the 2021
French Open champion,
in the next round.

“I was playing aggres-
sive when I had to but
also smart. Happy to be
through to the next
round.”

Gauff had to withstand
a barrage of big hitting
from Pera.

“Today was a tough
match,” Gauff said.

“Bernarda hit the .I
can’t say that word she
hit the ball really hard, I
was just trying to hang in
there. I’m happy to be
through to the second
week.”

Top-seeded Iga Swiatek
beat Cristina Bucsa, a
qualifier from Spain, 6-0
6-1 in just 55 minutes.
Last year’s finalist
Danielle Collins of the
US was beaten 6-2 5-7 6-2
by Wimbledon champion
Elena Rybakina.

Krejcikova was the
first player to advance to
the fourth round after a
6-2, 6-3 win over Anhelina
Kalinina to open play
Friday at Rod Laver
Arena.

The 20th-seeded Czech
player won the first five
games of the match and
dominated her
Ukrainian opponent.
Krejcikova has not
dropped a set in three
matches.

Americans Gauff,
Pegula into 4th round

at Australian Open

Thiruvananthapuram:
Karnataka gained three
points after its Ranji
Trophy Group C match
against Kerala petered out
to a draw on the fourth and
final day here on Friday.
The visiting team extended
its lead to 143 runs adding
75 more runs to its
overnight 410 for 6.
Karnataka’s total of 485 for
9 declared was built on a su-
perb double ton by India
Test discard Mayank
Agarwal (208, 360 balls, 17
fours, five sixes) The Kerala
batters made 96 for 4 in 51
overs to deny Karnataka
any opening as the game

ended in a draw. Karnataka
picked up three points.
Meanwhile in Jodhpur,
Rajasthan trounced
Chhattisgarh by 167 runs
and Goa registered an im-
pressive innings  win over
Services in New Delhi.
Services, who were 139 for 2
overnight, saw opener Ravi
Chauhan score a valiant
ton but that could not pre-
vent the team from going
down by an innings as they
were dismissed for 304. In
Puducherry, Jharkhand
eased to a 10-wicket win
over the host team, knock-
ing off the target of 70 in
the 27th over.

Karnataka-Kerala match
ends in draw; wins for

Goa, Jharkhand, Rajasthan
Rohtak: Bengal pacer
Akash Deep returned
with a career-best 10-
wicket match haul as
Bengal stormed into
quarterfinals with a
thumping innings and
50-run victory over
Haryana in their
Group A Ranji Trophy
match here on Friday.
Resuming the final day
on a precarious 177/7
following on, Haryana
managed to last only 10
overs and folded for 206
with Akash wrapping
up the issue, dismiss-
ing Ajit Chahal and
Amit Rana en route to

a second successive
five-wicket haul (5/51).
Akash’s 5/61 in the first
innings had brought
the home team’s down-
fall for a paltry 153 as
he returned with his
maiden 10-wicket
match haul (10/112).
Mukesh Kumar (3/62)
and Ishan Porel (2/42)
also impressed as the
the Bengal pace troika
unleashed their fury on
a challenging Lahli
track. Bengal posted a
massive 419 in their
first innings, thanks to
Anustup Majumdar’s
gritty 145.

Bengal thrash Haryana,
storm into quarters

Adelaide, Jan 20 (PTI):

Uncapped Australia
pacer Lance Morris, fresh
from being the season’s
leading wicket-taker in
the Sheffield Shield, be-
lieves he has the “best
chance” to make his debut
in the opening Test
against India in Nagpur
on February 9.

The 24-year-old tear-
away pacer, who has the
ability to rack up deliver-
ies at 150-plus kmph, has
been included in
Australia’s 18-member
squad for the first two
Tests of the four-match
marquee Border-
Gavaskar series. “I’m
going to do everything I

can to be as ready as possi-
ble,” the West Australian
was quoted saying by Fox
Sports. With Australia’s

quickest bowler Mitchell
Starc unavailable for the
opening Test of the series,
Morris has a strong
chance to wear the Baggy
Green. Morris has been
Starc’s understudy and
was in Australia’s Test
squad during their recent
series win over South
Africa. “If we’re talking
honestly, that’s probably
my best chance of playing

over there. We’ll
see what hap-

pens,” Morris
said. “It’s my
first overseas

tour in a cricketing
sense, so it will be a huge
learning experience for
me. I’m really excited to
go away.”

Bhubaneswar,Jan 20 (PTI):
India were far from being
impressive in their 4-2 win
over Wales in their final
FIH Men’s Hockey World
Cup pool game and twin
goal scorer Akashdeep
Singh said the home team
felt the absence of injured
midfielder Hardik Singh.

Hardik, who sustained a
hamstring injury and
missed the Wales match, is
uncertain for the remain-
der of the tournament.

India needed to beat
Wales by a margin of eight
goals against Wales on
Thursday to top Pool D and
qualify directly for the
quarterfinals. But they
failed to do so and will now
face New Zealand in their

crossover match on Sunday
to make it to the last eight
stage. “We could not score
too many goals in the first
two quarters, we scored
only one. But we were able

to score three more in the
third and final quarters. I
was able to contribute for
the team, so I am very
happy,” said the 28-year-old
Akashdeep, who has played
for more than 200 senior in-
ternational matches. “We

could not make it to
the quarterfinals di-
rectly but we hope

to be there by winning
our crossover match.”
Asked if the team felt the
absence of injured Hardik,
Akashdeep said, “Yes,
when you have 18 players to
play for a team, and be-
cause of some reason if
you are one player less, the
remaining players will play
more time and become
tired.

We missed Hardik in 
game against Wales: Akashdeep

Tearaway Aussie quick 
Morris eyeing Test debut vs India

EEaasstt  LLoonnddoonn,,  JJaann  2200  ((PPTTII)):: Debutant Amanjot Kaur came up with
a matured knock of unbeaten 41 off 30 balls as India fought
back from a wobbly situation to post a 27-run win over South
Africa in their Women’s T20I Tri-Series opener here. Opting to
bowl on a dry and slow Buffalo Park strip, the hosts sent back
half of the Indian side inside 12 overs with just 69 runs on the
board. From thereon, Deepti Sharma (33 from 23 balls) took
control of the proceedings with the 23-year-old Amanjot play-
ing the perfect second fiddle in their match-turning 76-run
partnership off just 50 balls to prop India to a challenging 147
for 6 on Thursday night. In reply, the Indian spinners exploited
the conditions well with senior off-spinner Deepti leading the
show with figures of 3/30 to restrict South Africa to 120 for 9.
India suffered an early setback as skipper Harmanpreet Kaur
didn’t play because of illness and in her absence Smriti
Mandhana led the side. India did not have the best of starts as
Mandhana got out cheaply for seven in the third over when she
miscued one to Chloe Troyn at mid-off. Opening in absence of
Shafali Verma, wicketkeeper-batter Yaskita Bhatia (35 off 34
balls; 3x4s, 1x6) held on to one end but wickets kept on falling
at the other side. After Mandhan’s departure, Harleen Deol (8),
Jemimah Rodrigues (0) and Devika Vaidya (9) also fell cheap-
ly to have India in real trouble at 69 for 5 in 11.4 overs.

Amanjot shines 
on debut, spinners

rule the roost
Amanjot

Kaur became
only the third

India women’s
player to win

a Player of the
Match award
on T20I debut.



Tihar jail launches
skill training for

post-release
rehab of inmates

New Delhi, Jan 20 (PTI):
The country's largest cen-
tral prison Tihar jail has
started imparting skill
training to over 1,000 in-
mates, being tried for petty
crimes, with a purpose to
reform and reintegrate
them into society. Jail term
in cases of petty crimes
varies from six to nine
months. They will be
trained in food and bever-
age service related seg-
ments for three to four
months in various batches,
jail authorities said, adding
that each batch will have 30
inmates. They said that
1,020 inmates will be trained
by Primero Skills and
Training Pvt Ltd. The pro-
gramme aims to empower
inmates financially and
stop them from going back
into crime, authorities said.
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Mumbai, Jan 20 (PTI): 

A special court here on
Friday directed the state-
run JJ Hospital to consti-
tute a medical board to ex-
amine and determine the
health condition of NCP
leader Nawab Malik, who is
undergoing treatment at a
private hospital since May
2022. Malik was arrested by
the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on
February 23, 2022 under the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) in
connection with a probe
linked to the activities of
fugitive gangster Dawood
Ibrahim and his aides.

In May 2022, the special
court, designated to hear
cases registered under the

PMLA, refused to grant
bail to Malik on medical
grounds, but permitted
him to get admitted to a pri-
vate hospital for treatment.
The ED, in September, filed
an application seeking to
constitute a medical board
to verify Malik's health con-
dition. Special Judge R N
Rokade on Friday directed
the dean of JJ hospital to
constitute a medical board,
comprising the head of the
urology department, a
nephrologist and the head
of department from the
general physician depart-
ment. "The board shall
conduct a detailed exami-
nation and determine the
health condition of the ac-
cused Nawab Malik," the
court said.

Mumbai, Jan 20 (PTI): 

The Bombay High Court
on Friday granted interim
bail to Videocon Group
founder Venugopal Dhoot
nearly a month after he was
arrested in the Videocon-
ICICI Bank loan fraud case,
noting that the reason men-
tioned by the CBI for his ar-
rest was "quite casual and
without any substance".

Stating that an investigat-
ing officer cannot arrest
any accused as per his
"whims and fancies", the
high court also rapped the
special court saying it did
not make any "serious ef-
forts" to scrutinise the re-
mand application as well as
the case diary.

A division bench of
Justices Revati Mohite Dere
and P K Chavan further
noted that there has been a
calculated move by the CBI
to "concoct non-attendance
and non-cooperation" in the
probe by Dhoot, but in face
the material placed before
the court demonstrated
Dhoot's diligence and bona-
fide.

Dhoot was arrested on
December 26, 2022 and is
presently in judicial cus-
tody. His lawyers Sandeep
Ladha and Viral Babar said
they would now initiate
Dhoot's release formalities.
This is the second time the
Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) has re-
ceived flak from the court

in this case. The same
bench had of January 9
while granting bail to the
co-accused in the case -
Chanda Kochhar, former
MD and CEO of ICICI bank
and her husband Deepak
Kochhar - had come down
heavily on the CBI for mak-
ing the arrest of the couple
in a casual and mechanical
manner and without appli-
cation of mind.

The bench on Friday
granted interim bail to
Dhoot on a surety of Rs one
lakh. The court permitted
him to furnish cash bail
and deposit the surety
amount two weeks there-
after. The order was passed
in a petition filed by Dhoot
seeking interim bail and to

quash the CBI FIR. The
court would hear the peti-
tion on February 6 on the
main issue of quashing the
FIR.

The bench, in its 48-page
judgment, said arrest is not
mandatory in each and
every case, and added that
in the present case the
ground of arrest mentioned
by the CBI was "quite casu-
al and without any sub-
stance".

"The investigating offi-
cer cannot arrest the ac-
cused at his whims and
fancies. Non-compliance
of section 41 of the CrPC
(Code of Criminal
Procedure) is apparent,"
the court said.

Section 41 of the CrPC

mandates a police officer to
first issue a notice to an ac-
cused for questioning and
to make arrest only when
the custody of the accused
is necessary. The order said
that a police officer is not
only expected to record rea-
sons for arrest in writing
but even in cases where he
chooses not to arrest, he
has to assign reasons.

BJP chief Nadda coins HIRA’ to 
highlight govt’s focus on highways,

internet, railways, airways
Ghazipur (UP), Jan 20 (PTI): 

BJP president J P
Nadda on Friday gave a
new term HIRA' to the de-
velopment lexicon, high-
lighting that the central
government's focus has
been on highways, inter-
net, railways and airways.
He also said when the en-
tire world is reeling under
a financial crisis, India
has become the world's
fifth-largest economy, sur-
passing Britain.

"Today, I say that devel-
opment means HIRA -- H
for Highway, I for
Internet, R for Railways
and A for Airways,"
Nadda said addressing a
public meeting here.

"Today, when I was com-
ing (from Kashi), I saw
Ghazipur has changed a
lot. Earlier, it took hours
to reach Ghazipur from
Kashi. Today, it took just
one-and-a-half-hour," 
he added.

He also said India's
growth in electronics has
been six times higher and
the export is Rs 70,000
crore. Referring to the
Centre's direct benefit
transfer (DBT) initiative,
Nadda said, "There was a
time when the country's
prime minister used to
say that he sends Rs 1 and
only 15 paise reaches (the
beneficiary).

Where does 85 (paise)
go? But, today, through di-

rect benefit transfer, Rs
6,000 is transferred into
the accounts of lakhs of
farmers." He was appar-
ently referring to former
PM Rajiv Gandhi's re-
marks in 1985.

The BJP national presi-
dent said under the lead-
ership of Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath, Uttar
Pradesh is moving for-
ward by leaps and bounds.
"During the government
of Akhilesh (Yadav),
when we used to send
money, it used to go some-
where else as there was a
hole in the bowl (of the
state government). No
work was done on the
ground using that money,"
he alleged.

New Delhi, Jan 20 (PTI): 

The Delhi High Court
on Friday sought the
Centre's stand on a peti-
tion seeking employment
of transgender persons
and quotas for them in
public appointment.

Justice Prathiba M
Singh made the central
government a party to a
plea by a transgender per-
son, which also seeks ef-
fective implementation of
the provisions of the
Transgender Persons
(Protection of Rights) Act,
2019.

The court took note of
the Social Welfare
Department of the Delhi
government writing to the
Centre with regard to
"anti transgender bullying

policies" as well as notifi-
cation of rules under the
Act, and asked the city au-
thorities to state their
stand on the petition.

"Considering the com-
munications, it is deemed
appropriate to implead
Union of India... Issue no-
tice," said Justice Singh
observing that the petition
raised an important issue.

The plea was filed last
year after the petitioner
was unable to apply follow-
ing a vacancy advertised
by the Delhi Subordinate
Services Selection Board
on account the online por-
tal not having transgender'
as an option for identifica-
tion of the applicant.

The petitioner said vari-
ous positions that were ad-
vertised carried a specific

requirement about the
gender of the candidate
being a male or female.

The counsel for the
Delhi government said
since then steps have been
taken to update the portal
and it now recognises
male, female as well as
transgender as options for
candidates.

The petitioner said the
update was not sufficient
as there are still posts re-
quiring male or female
candidates which will
force a transgender to
choose either of the two.
The petitioner has termed
it discriminatory and in
violation of the transgen-
der persons act.

The Delhi government
counsel said the ruling dis-
pensation has of its own

accord relaxed the mini-
mum age requirement for
transgender persons by 5
years and minimum
marks requirement by 5
per cent.

Listing the matter for re-
sumed hearing in March,
the court clarified in the
meantime, the petitioner
will be free to apply
against vacancies irre-
spective of the gender
specified in the advertise-
ment.

The petitioner has
sought several directions
to the authorities, includ-
ing notifying separate va-
cancies for transgender
persons in all advertise-
ments issued for recruit-
ment to teaching positions
in schools administered by
the Delhi government.

IAF air show captivates 
audience in Kalaikunda

Kalaikunda, Jan 20 (PTI): 

Children as well as
grown-ups erupted in rap-
turous applause as nine
Surya Kiran aircraft in
colours of day-glow or-
ange and white flew past
in low altitude in a marvel-
lous display of aerobatics
at the Kalaikunda airforce
station here.

Flight Lt Ridhima
Gurung, the spokesperson
of the Surya Kiran team,
said the aerobatic show
was organised to encour-
age young men and
women to join the defence
forces.

"The Hawk Mark 132
aircraft entered in an
arrow formation, carried
out a loop, followed by a
fly by in a diamond forma-
tion. Additionally, these
took the shape of a rotor
dedicated to the light com-
bat helicopter Prachand,
which has just been in-

ducted in the Indian Air
Force," she told reporters.

Single aircraft displays,
including a fly past in an
inverted form, were per-
formed by the team's com-
manding officer Group
Captain GS Dhillon,
Gurung said Some sched-
uled aerobatic displays,

however, had to be can-
celled owing to low visibil-
ity at Kalaikunda and its
vicinity in West Bengal's
Paschim Medinipur dis-
trict, she said. Earlier in
the day, a breathtaking
para-jumping perform-
ance was given by nine
bravehearts of the IAF.

Master warrant officer
AA Baidya, who led the
Akash Ganga team that
performed the para-jump-
ing in various formations,
also said that the initia-
tive was meant to inspire
youth to join the Defence
forces.

Air Officer
C o m m a n d i n g ,
Kalaikunda AirForce
Station, Air Commodore
Ran Singh told reporters
that the station had cele-
brated its Raising Day on
December 14, but the air
show to mark the occa-
sion was organised on
Friday.

The IAF's Surya Kiran
team has made 600 air aer-
obatic performances, cov-
ering 72 locations in India,
in its 26 years of existence,
Gurung said. "The team
has also performed
abroad, in countries like
Singapore, China, UAE
and Sri Lanka," she added.

In a first, SSC to conduct multi-tasking staff exams in
13 regional languages in addition to English, Hindi

New Delhi, Jan 20 (PTI): 

The Staff Selection
Commission will conduct
the multi-tasking (non-
technical) staff examina-
tion, 2022, in 13 regional
languages in addition to
Hindi and English for the
first time, an official state-
ment issued on Friday
said.

The 13 regional lan-
guages are Urdu, Tamil,
Malayalam, Telugu,
Kannada, Assamese,
Bengali, Gujarati,
Konkani, Manipuri(also
Meiti), Marathi, Odia and
Punjabi, it said.

The SSC is one of the
largest recruiting agen-
cies of the government
with its main mandate
being recruitment to all
Group B (non-gazetted)
and Group C (non-techni-

cal) posts in various cen-
tral ministries/depart-
ments. The medium of ex-
aminations conducted by
the Commission is nor-
mally Hindi and English.

Union Minister of State
for Personnel, Public
Grievances and Pensions
Jitendra Singh said the
move is in tune with
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's vision of providing
a level playing field to all
job aspirants and to en-
sure that no one is denied
an opportunity or being at
disadvantaged due to lan-
guage barrier.

He said the move will
fulfil the long pending de-
mand of candidates from
different states, and par-
ticularly from south India,
for the exams being con-
ducted earlier in English
and Hindi.

"This is likely to benefit
a very large number of
candidates from all over
the country," the minister
added. Singh asserted that
after this historic move,
efforts are on to gradually
include all the languages
mentioned in Eighth
schedule to the
Constitution.

He said PM Modi dur-
ing the inauguration of
the the "Kashi Tamil
Sangamam" in Varanasi
in November last year had
pointed out that 'despite
having one of the world's
oldest living languages,
i.e., Tamil, we lack in hon-
ouring it fully".

Singh said it is the con-
tinuous endeavour of SSC
to provide level playing
field to different sections
of the population so as to
bridge the regional dispar-

ities and attain the ideals
of the Constitution while
at the same time celebrat-
ing the linguistic diversity
of our country.

The minister said in
order to review the
scheme and syllabus of
examinations conducted
by the Commission, in-
cluding the medium in
which the examinations
are conducted, the
Department of
Personnel and Training
had constituted an ex-
pert committee.

It, has, inter-alia, rec-
ommended that it would
be in fitness of things to
conduct the examina-
tions for lower-level posts
in multiple languages,
which to begin with, can
start with a few lan-
guages and then gradual-
ly increase to include all

the languages mentioned
in Eighth schedule to the
Constitution, said the
statement issued by the
Personnel Ministry. The
government has accepted
the recommendations of
the committee, it added.
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People from the Christian community take part in a peace rally, in Kolkata, Friday.

PEACE RALLY

Akash Ganga team of the Indian Air Force performs during
the celebration of the Raising Day of Kalaikunda Air Force
Station, in Kalaikunda, Friday.

A traditional way of extracting oil using a bull being displayed at an exhibition stall during the 'Millets and
Organics - International Trade Fair 2023', in Bengaluru, Friday.

TRADE FAIR

Delhi HC seeks Centre’s stand on plea
for employment of transgender persons

HC grants Dhoot interim bail
CBI’s reason to arrest Venugopal ‘quite casual’ and ‘sans substance’

Money laundering case

Court asks govt hospital
to form medical board to

examine Nawab Malik


