
IED planted 
RRaajjoouurrii:: A suspected
improvised explosive
device (IED), planted in a
tiffin box, was seized in
Jammu and Kashmir's
Rajouri district on
Wednesday, a senior
police official said. Senior
Superintendent of Police,
Rajouri, Mohammad
Aslam said the object was
found from an open field
in the town's Kheora
locality in the afternoon. 

Naxal firing 
CChhaaiibbaassaa:: A woman was
injured after Naxals
belonging to the banned
People's Liberation Front
of India (PLFI) outfit
opened indiscriminate fire
on villagers in
Jharkhand's West
Singhbhum district, police
said on Wednesday.
Around a dozen PLFI
operatives reached Karika
village in Bandgaon area
on Tuesday night and
opened indiscriminate fire
on the villagers, injuring
the woman in the leg,
Superintendent of Police
Ashutosh Shekhar said.

BRIEF

A rare orange-coloured bat spotted
at the Kanger Valley National Park,

near Jagdalpur, Chhattisgarh.
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New Delhi, Jan 18 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court said
on Wednesday it will not re-
view its 2018 judgement on
passive euthanasia and
only make the guidelines
on "living will", an advance
medical directive on end of
life treatment, more work-
able.

The apex court's 2018
order on passive euthana-
sia wherein it recognised
the right to die with dignity
as a fundamental right and
an aspect of Article 21
(right to life) notwithstand-
ing, people wanting to get a
"living will" registered have
been facing problems due
to cumbersome guidelines.

A five-judge Constitution
bench headed by Justice K
M Joseph said during
Wednesday's hearing a clar-
ification by the court
should not lead to more
confusion.

"We will simply make it a
little bit more workable, we
can't be reviewing it. We
kept the matter in open
court. There is nothing to
be reserved. We cannot be
reopening the whole thing,"
the bench, also comprising
Justices Ajay Rastogi,
Aniruddha Bose,
Hrishikesh Roy and Justice
C T Ravikumar said.

Additional Solicitor
General K M Nataraj con-
tended the present proceed-

ings fall within a very nar-
row compass. "Everything
has already been laid down.
Whatever are the practical
difficulties that vacuum
has to be filled in," he said.

Senior advocate Arvind
P Datar, appearing for The
Indian Society for Critical
Care, told the court that he
has submitted a chart elab-
orating the areas which are
unworkable.

He said suggestions put
forth have been discussed
with doctors and there is a
complete report of the
Indian Council of Medical
Research.

The hearing remained
inconclusive and will re-
sume on Thursday.

New Delhi, Jan 18 (PTI): 

In a startling revelation, a
crying Vinesh Phogat on
Wednesday alleged that
Wresting Federation of India
(WFI) President and BJP MP
Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh
has been sexually exploiting
women wrestlers for many
years and sought the inter-
vention of Prime Minister
and Home Minister for his
removal.

Vinesh, a world champi-
onship medallist and
Olympian, also claimed that

several coaches at the nation-
al camp in Lucknow have

also exploited women
wrestlers, adding that there
are a few women at the camp
who approach wresters at
the behest of the WFI
President. The 28-year-old
though clarified that she her-
self has not faced such ex-
ploitation but claimed that
she had received death
threats at the behest of WFI
President from officials close
to him because she dared to
draw Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's attention to
several issues plaguing
Indian wrestling when she

met him after the Tokyo
Games. "I know at least 10-12
women wrestlers who have
told me about the sexual ex-
ploitation they faced at the
hands of (the) WFI
President. They told me their
stories. I can't take their

names now but I can definite-
ly reveal the names if we get
to meet the Prime Minister
and the Home Minister of
the country," Vinesh said ad-
dressing the media after
staging a four-hour dharna
at Jantar Mantar.

Sitting beside Vinesh,
Tokyo Olympics bronze
medallist Bajrang Punia said
the federation is being run in
an arbitrary manner and
they will not compete in any
international competition
unless the WFI President is
removed.

New Delhi, Jan 18 (PTI): 

The proportion of out-
of-school girls in India de-
clined to the lowest ever
rate of 2 per cent in 2022,
according to the Annual
Status of Education
Report (ASER) 2022 re-
leased on Wednesday.

The report also noted
that despite the overall de-
cline, three states --
Madhya Pradesh, Uttar
Pradesh and Chhattisgarh
-- were a cause of concern
with over 10 per cent girls
out of school.

The overall proportion
of out-of-school girls was

4.1 per cent in 2018 and 10.3
per cent in 2006. "This is
even more stark as nation-
ally now lesser number of
older girls in the 15 to 16
age group are out of
school. Cause of concern,
however, are the three
states, Madhya Pradesh,
Uttar Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh, which con-
tinue to have more than 10
per cent of these older age
group girls out of schools,"
the report said.

ASER is a nationwide,
citizen-led household sur-
vey that provides a snap-
shot of children's school-
ing and learning in rural
India. The first ASER sur-
vey was conducted in 2005
and repeated annually for

10 years. ASER 2022 is the
first field-based "basic"
survey after a gap of four
years. It also comes at a
time when children are
back in school after an ex-
tended period of school
closure in view of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

The latest study has sur-
veyed a total of 19,060 vil-
lages in rural India which
include 3,74,544 house-
holds and 6,99,597 children
in the age group 3 to 16
years. In 2006, the all-India
figure for the percentage
of girls in the age group of
11-14 who were out of
school stood at 10.3 per
cent, falling over the fol-
lowing decade to 4.1 per
cent in 2018.

New Delhi, Jan 18 (PTI) 

The Election
Commission on
Wednesday fixed February
16 as the date for the
Tripura Assembly polls
and February 27 for the
elections to the Nagalang
and Meghalaya assem-
blies, with the counting of
votes scheduled for March
2.

Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC)
Rajiv Kumar's announce-
ment at a press conference
here marked the official
start of the first round of
Assembly polls in the new
year, in which nine states
are headed for elections,
deemed crucial in the run-
up to the all-important
Lok Sabha contest in 2024.

The three poll-bound
northeastern states may
be small in terms of their
electoral size but hold larg-
er political significance.
While the BJP is pulling
out all the stops to retain
power in Tripura and ex-
pand its footprints in the
two other states, the
Congress and the Left are
trying to recapture their
lost influence. The

Mamata Banerjee-led
Trinamool Congress
(TMC) is also making a de-
termined bid to prove its
clout outside West Bengal
by contesting these polls.

The three state assem-
blies have a strength of 60
members each. While the
term of the Nagaland
Assembly ends on March
12, the terms of the
Meghalaya and Tripura
assemblies end on March
15 and March 22 respec-
tively.

New Delhi, Jan 18 (PTI): 

The Delhi High Court
has held the law does not
require at least one of a
pair to be an Indian citizen
for the purpose of regis-
tration of marriage under
the Special Marriage Act.

Justice Prathiba M
Singh allowed a Hindu
Canadian citizen holding
OCI card and a Christian
American citizen to regis-
ter their marriage here
under the special law
while noting that it said
"any two persons" and not
"citizens" can seek solem-
nization of their marriage
under the Act.

The couple had ap-
proached the high court
last year because, in spite
of being a resident of the
city for over six months,
they were unable to apply
online for registration of

their marriage as the web-
site required at least one
party to be an Indian citi-
zen. "A perusal of Section
4 of the Special Marriage
Act, 1953 leaves no doubt
that any two persons can
seek solemnization of
their marriage so long as
conditions therein are ful-
filled. Sub-Sections (a), (b),
(c) and (d) of Section 4 do
not make any reference to
citizens," the court said in
a recent order.

"The statute having
made a clear distinction
between 'any two persons'
in the initial part, in con-
tradistinction with 'citi-
zens' in Sub-Section (e) of
Section 4, it is clear that
the requirement of at least
one party being a citizen of
India is not required
under the Special
Marriage Act," ruled the
court.

Will make guidelines
on ‘living will’ more

workable, no review: SC

No need to be Indian to
register marriage under

special law: HC

WFI President has sexually exploited women wrestlers: Vinesh Phogat

Indian wrestler Vinesh Phogat
reacts during a press confer-

ence regarding wrestlers'
protest against the Wrestling
Federation of India (WFI), in

New Delhi, Wednesday.

I will not quit as WFI
President but I am ready
for investigation by CBI
or police:

Brij Bhushan
Sharan Singh.

ASER: Proportion of out-of-school
girls falls to record 2% in 2022

MP, UP, C’garh
areas of concern

Assembly polls in Tripura on February 16, 
in Nagaland and Meghalaya on February 27

Chief Election Commissioner
(CEC) Rajiv Kumar addresses

a press conference to
announce the assembly 

election schedule for Tripura,
Meghalaya and Nagaland, in

New Delhi, Wednesday.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Bypoll to the Lakshadweep Lok Sabha seat, which
was vacated following the disqualification of Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP) member Mohammed Faizal after his con-
viction in a criminal case, will be held on February 27, along
with by-elections to six Assembly seats spread over five states.
All the bypolls will take place along with the Assembly polls in
Meghalaya and Nagaland. The counting of votes will be taken
up on March 2, the day the results of the Tripura, Meghalaya
and Nagaland Assembly polls are scheduled to be announced.
While two bypolls will take place in Maharashtra (the Kasba
Peth and Chinchwad seats), one bypoll each will be held in
Arunachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, West Bangal and Tamil Nadu,
the Election Commission (EC) said in a statement on
Wednesday. The Lumla seat in Arunachal Pradesh fell vacant
following the death of incumbent MLA Jambey Tashi. The
Ramgarh seat in Jharkhand was vacated after the disqualifica-
tion of Mamta Devi.

Bypolls to Lakshadweep LS, 6 Assembly 
seats on February 27
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Bhilai, Jan 18:
Community services by
students of BEd first
Semester was organised at
Govt Middle and Primary
school of Village Konari.
Principal of the college Dr
MG Roymon and
Administrator of the col-
lege Fr Dr Joshi Varghese
gave their presence and
congratulated B Ed stu-
dents for their contribu-
tion to the society.

Principal of Govt
Middle school KS
Dewangan and Principal
of Primary school Pravesh
Kumar Dewangan and all
the teaching staff and stu-
dents of Govt school ex-
tended their support and
cooperated with BEd stu-
dents & staff for the
smooth conduction of the
program.

Community Service in
Charge Deepti Santosh,
guided the students in or-
ganising cultural, sports,

art & craft and teaching
for the middle and pri-
mary students of govt
school at Konari. Head of
the Department Dr Sheeja
Thomas and the faculty
members supported and
encouraged the students
to plan the program sys-
tematically.

Various competitions
were also arranged and
gifts and prizes were dis-
tributed to the school stu-
dents during the closing of
the program.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 18: On the ap-
peal of the national and
state leadership of the
Bharatiya Janata Yuva
Morcha, the district unit
organised Young India
Run (Marathon)to mark
the birth anniversary of
Swami Vivekananda, the
inspiration of the youth
which is celebrated across
the country as National
Youth Day.

Durg Lok Sabha MP
Vijay Baghel, District BJP
President Brijesh
Bichpuria, Arjun Awardee
Rajendra Prasad flagged
off the marathon race

from Sector 9 Hospital
Square which after cover-
ing Sector 8, Sector 6 con-
cluded in front of
Kalamandir, Civic Centre.
The winners were given
cash rewards and all the
participants of the race
were given bouquets by the
guests. All the speakers
threw light on the life of
Swami Vivekananda.

Chief guest Vijay Baghel
said that Swami
Vivekananda gained fame
at an international level at
a very young age, which is
an example for every
youth. He dedicated his life
as a young monk.

District BJP President

Brijesh Bichpuria, while
presiding over the pro-
gramme, said that when
Swami Vivekananda is
talked about, the speech
given in the year 1893 at
the Parliament of
Religions in Chicago,
America, definitely comes
up for discussion. This was
the speech which made
Sanatan culture proud in
front of the whole world.

Present as a special
guest, BJYM state in-
charge Alok Dangas said
that considering Swami
Vivekananda as inspira-
tion and ideal for the
youth, every youth should
set the goal and direction

of life and move ahead.
BJYM District President

Amit Mishra said that con-
sidering Swami
Vivekananda as an ideal
and inspiration since
childhood, he has been or-
ganising creative and cul-
tural events on his birth
anniversary. He added that
he is inspired by the words
"Arise, awake, and stop not
till the goal is reached". He
urged all the youth to im-
bibe the thoughts of
Swami Vivekananda.

Cash first prize Rs 5100,
second prize Rs 2100, third
prize Rs 1100, and the re-
maining 2-2 participants
were rewarded with 500,

500, apart from the female
and male category, a total
of 5 winners were present-
ed with bouquets and cash.

Prominently present
were Durg Lok Sabha MP
Vijay Baghel, District BJP
President Brijesh
Bichpuria, BJYM state in-
charge Alok Dangas, State
General Secretary Ankit
Jaiswal, State Secretary
and program in-charge
Piyush Singh Thakur, co-
inchargeMordhwajSahu,
District BJYM President
Amit Mishra, Nitesh
Mishra, Vishaldeep Nair,
Saurabh Jaiswal, Ritesh
Singh Thakur, Vishal
Shahi, Harshal Yadav,
Ashish Dubey, Monish
Kale, Vinay Sen, Jayant
Sharma, Jeevan Gupta,
Ram Sharma, Shashi,
Rohit Dubey, Rahul
Bhosale, Ashish Shukla,
Mohit Patel, Jitendra
Maurya, Vivek
Kulshrestha, Mahesh
Tiwari, Satish Dubey and
several young friends were
present in large numbers.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 18: The mem-
bers of Chhattisgarh State
Gazetted Officers
Association Durg, under
the leadership of
President Vipin Jain,
handed over a memoran-
dum addressed to Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel.
They handed over the
memorandum to Collector
Pushpendra Kumar Meena
seeking redressal of their
problems.

President Vipin Jain
said that the setup of
gazetted officers in various
departments should be re-
vised so that the efficiency
of the officers could be in-
creased. Senior officers of
the department should be
given the charge of depart-
mental heads.

Confidential character
records should be online as

practiced in the
Mantralaya. He also de-
manded uniformity in the
recruitment rules of all
cadres as gazetted officers
are recruited through the
Public Service Commission.

He also demanded a
four-tier promoted pay
scale and an increase in
the quota of gazetted offi-
cers for promotion in All
India Services. Senior
Vice President Dr JP

Meshram, General
Secretary Abhay Jaiswal,
Vice President Rajkumar
Kurre, Treasurer
Raghavendra Kumar,
Secretary Riyaz Ahmed,
Media Incharge Saurabh
Sharma, Executive
Member Dr DD Jha, DS
Verma, CP Dipankar,
Nohar Singh Thakur,
Priyamvada Ramteke,
Sudha Das and Ashok
Shriwas were present.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 18: SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant that has
witnessed a remarkable
growth in the third quar-
ter of current fiscal year
has recorded best ever
Finished Steel production
of 32,10,023 Tonnes and
best ever Saleable Steel
Production of 34,29,227
Tonnes for the April to Dec
period of Fiscal Year 22-23.
Previous best figures were
2,718,743 tonnes of fin-
ished steel and 3,426,791 T
of Saleable Steel produc-
tion in corresponding pe-
riod of FY in 21-22.

Record breaking per-
formances have also been
recorded by RMP 3, Sinter
Plants, SMS 3, BRM and
URM. It also recorded new
high in production of HT
plates and direct despatch-
es of steel from the Plant,

informed a press commu-
nique from Bhilai Steel
Plant.

RMP-3 recorded best
ever production of 349,339
T for the April to Dec peri-
od as against previous best
of 290,018 T in same period
of 21-22. Total sinter pro-
duction at 59,02,517 T was
best ever for April to Dec
period as against previous
best of 5,886,962 T in corre-
sponding period of 2010-11.
This included best ever
production of 39,18,925 T

by Sinter Plant 3 as
against previous best of
38,18,929 T in correspon-
ding period of 21-22

Modex unit, Steel
Melting Shop 3 recorded
highest ever Cast Steel
production of 21,83,705 T
for April to Dec period,
surpassing previous best
of 19,82,153  T  in 21-22.
This included best ever
cast blooms production of
847,525T and best ever cast
billets production of
13,36,181 T, surpassing pre-

vious best figures of
772,059 T and 12,10,094 T,
respectively in correspon-
ding period of 2021-22.

Universal Rail Mill
recorded best ever prime
rail production of 5,71,966
T as against previous best
of 4,54,415  T in 20-21. Long
Rail Production of 5,43,270
T of long rails by URM
was best ever for the peri-
od, surpassing previous
best of 4,74,505 T in 21-22.
URM and Rail &Strl Mill
together recorded highest

ever loading of 6,66,031
Tonnes of Long Rails to
Indian Railways in April
to December period as
against previous best of
5,32,091 T in correspon-
ding period of fiscal year
20-21.

Bar & Rod Mill recorded
best ever production of
606,419 T for April to Dec
period, surpassing previ-
ous best of 510,298 T in
same period of 21-22. Plate
Mill recorded highest ever
production of 1,76,000 T of
high tensile plates as
against previous best of
1,71,211 T  in correspon-
ding period of fiscal year
2014-15.

The Plant recorded
highest ever loading for di-
rect despatches at 18,73,230
T in April to Dec period as
against previous best of
18,30,623  in corresponding
period of 2021-22

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 18: 18-year-old
patient Kedar Yadav was
referred from CHC Patan
to Durg District Hospital
with a complaint of stom-
ach pain for several days.
During the investigation
in the district hospital, it
was found that there was a
hole in the stomach of the
patient, due to which there
was infection in the whole
body and the stomach had
accumulated too much
water.

Along with this, it was
found in the investigation
that the patient has a rare
disease portal cavernoma,
due to which there is a pos-

sibility of complications
like vomiting of blood or
improper liver function,
jaundice or even blood

supply blockage.
Considering the situa-

tion, Dr YK Sharma (sur-
geon) and Dr Sarita Minj

(surgeon) counselled the
relatives of the patients
and detailed them about
the actual condition of the
patient.

Keeping all the diseases
in mind, first of all the
hole in the stomach was to
be closed with surgery so
that the patient can be
saved from septicemia. Dr
Basant Chaurasia made
the patient stable and gave
proper anesthesia. A suc-
cessful surgery was con-
ducted and the patient's
condition is stable now.
Staff nurses Sheeben
Dani, Mayuri Geeta and
Ramesh played important
roles in the surgery and
after care.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 18: A Fast
Track Special Court
(FTSC) in Durg sentenced
a 21-year-old boy to 10
years of rigorous impris-
onment (RI) for abducting
and sexually assaulting a
minor girl on the pretext
of marriage.

Upper Sessions Judge
(Fourth), FTSC - POCSO,
Sangeeta Naveen Tiwari
on Wednesday convicted
Aditya Singh (21) son of
Bablu Singh a resident of
Camp 1, Bhilai. The girl's

family had lodged a com-
plaint at Vaishalinagar
Police Station on July 27,
2021 after she went miss-
ing on July 26.

Police rescued the girl
from the possession of the
accused on July 27. After
submission of the charge
sheet, the trial was com-
pleted within 15 months
on a fast track. Special
Public Prosecutor
Santosh Kasar informed
that the accused was
known to the victim.

The accused resides
near the victim's house
and they were friends. On
the promise of marriage,
the accused established
sexual relations several

times with the 17-year-old
victim during January 01,
2021 to July 26, 2021.

On July 26, 2021, the ac-
cused again lured the girl
to come with him and
took her on a bike towards
Sector 9. Around mid-
night, he brought the girl
to a private hospital in
Nehru Nagar and raped
her again. After making a
failed attempt to search
for the missing girl, the
family lodged an FIR at
Vaishalinagar Police
Station after which the
girl was rescued by the
cops.

After trial, the Special
Court found the accused
guilty and awarded differ-

ent jail terms for section
366 of IPC and Section 04
of POCSO Act under
which the accused was
tried.

He was sentenced to
three years of rigorous
imprisonment and Rs 100
fine under section 363 of
IPC and 10 years of rigor-
ous imprisonment and Rs
10000 fine under Section
04 of POCSO Act.

The jail terms would
run concurrently and
penalties for different sec-
tions aggregating to 10
years of rigorous impris-
onment and Rs 10100 fine,
informed Special Public
Prosecutor Santosh
Kasar.

Shanta Sharma finds place in
Golden Book of World Records 

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJaann  1188:: Shanta Sharma has
made it to the Golden Book of World
Records for conducting the longest
campaign to promote Indian aborigi-
nal coin jewellery. A native of village
Bodegaon, Shanta Sharma presently
resides in Bhilai Nagar. She is the
president of Rupali MahtariGudi
Bahuuddeshiya Sanstha.  

She is probably the first woman
in the world who is travelling across
the state for the promotion of tribal
culture of Chhattisgarh. She em-
barked on the Yatra on June 18, 2019

from village Narkalo of District
Ambikapur of Surguja Division. She
has completed the journey in two
Divisions and her Yatra in the Bastar
Division is underway. She is working
to promote the traditional jewellery
of Chhattisgarh. Dr Manish Bishnoi
from Golden Book of World Records
handed over the Certificate of
Excellence to Shanta Sharma during
a simple function held at Raipur. 

Shanta has dedicated this honour
to the people who accepted the tra-
ditional jewellery with great re-
spect. She expressed gratitude to-
wards all the people who extended
support to her campaign. Salute
Tiranga State President Manoj
Thakre, Rupali MahtariGudi
Bahuuddeshiya Sanstha Patron
Sangeeta Sharma, Harish Singh and
others were present.

Good Samaritans honoured with helmet and citation
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 18: Road
Safety Week concluded on
Tuesday with a prize distri-
bution ceremony at the
traffic exhibition site in
Nehru Nagar. Satish
Thakur, Deputy
Superintendent of Police,
(Traffic) gave a detailed re-
port on the awareness pro-
grammes organised during
the week.

He informed that a hel-
met rally, street play, coun-
selling at traffic squares,
short movie, Rangoli /
painting competition,
health test of vehicle driv-
ers, etc were held.
Superintendent of Police
(Durg) Dr Abhishek
Pallava graced the function
as Chief Guest.

In his address, Dr Pallava
said that the traffic police
are continuously running
various awareness pro-

grams to make the people
wear helmets while riding
two wheelers, seat belts
while driving four wheelers
and follow all traffic rules.

Along with the efforts of
the police, the common peo-
ple should also become a
part of this campaign and
it is also their responsibili-
ty to follow the traffic rules
while driving to avoid any
road accident. Helmets
must be worn while driving
a two wheeler for the safety

of the head.
He added that if a person

dies in a road accident due
to lack of a helmet, neces-
sary action will be taken
against the concerned
school management, de-
partment and other respon-
sible people. At the end of
his speech, the
Superintendent of Police
appealed to everyone to fol-
low the traffic rules.

Good Samaritans, who
saved lives by helping the

injured in a road accident,
were honored with hel-
mets and citations. Girl
students of Tamanna
Pahua and Preksha Dawn
of Heritage International
School were felicitated for
their presentation in blind
spots.

The participants of
Rangoli/painting competi-
tions who stood at first to
fifth positions were hon-
ored with mementoes and
certificates in two cate-

gories. SDRF Team, Bafna
Toll Plaza, CSIT College
Management, Sparsh
Automobile, street play
artists of BSP, Sri Sankara
Vidyalaya Sector 10,
Traffic Warden, Oxygen
Plant BSP, Regional
Transport Department,
Binny Pal, Ajay Ratre,
Vipin Dewangan, Srinivas
and Asif Khan were hon-
ored with mementos and
citations.

At the end of the pro-

gram, SadanandVighyaraj,
Deputy Superintendent of
Police, Traffic proposed
the vote of thanks. Anant
Sahu, Additional
Superintendent of Police,
Rural; Vaibhav Banker,
City Superintendent of
Police, Durg; Nikhil
Rakhecha, City
Superintendent of Police,
Bhilai Nagar; Vinod Minj,
Deputy Superintendent of
Police - Durg, CSIT College
Chairman Ajay Kumar
Verma, Inspector Navi
Monika Pandey, Inspector
C Tirkey, Inspector
Durgesh Sharma,
Inspector Trinath
Tripathi, Inspector KK
Kushwaha, Inspector
Sangram Singh, Inspector
Kunj Bihari Nage,
Inspector Chandrakant
Kosaria, Reserve Inspector
Anish Sarathi and officers
and personnel of traffic po-
lice were present.
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FTSC completes trial
in 15 months

Road Safety Week concludes with prize distribution

For longest campaign
to promote Indian
aboriginal coin 
jewellery 

21-year-old gets 10 years RI for
abducting and raping minor girl

Surgery for rare disease Portal 
Cavernoma conducted at district hospital

BSP records Best Ever Finished & Saleable Steel Production
Several Records Made for April to Dec Period of Current FY

Gazetted Officers Association
submits memorandum

BJYM organises Young India run on Vivekananda Jayanti Education Department of St Thomas
College organises Community Service 
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Raipur, Jan 18:
Chhattisgarh has created
a record in paddy pur-
chase and crossed the fig-
ure of 100 lakh MT this
year and for this Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
Agriculture Minister
Ravindra Choubey and
Food Minister Amarjeet
Bhagat and all other min-
isters deserve the credit.

Addressing a press con-
ference jointly at Rajiv
Bhavan, PCC Chief
Mohan Markam, Minister
Ravindra Chouey, Moh.
Akbar, Dr Shiv Kumar
Daharia, Kawasi Lakhma,
Amarjeet Bhagat in-
formed that Chhattisgarh
is known as ‘bowl of rice’.
Earlier farming used to be
a loss-making business,
but during Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel’s term it
has turned into profitable
one. During BJP’s term in
the year 2017-18, from
around 12.6 lakh farmers
56.88 lakh MT paddy was
purchased and after
Congress rule in 2018-19, a
total of 82 lakh MT paddy
was purchased and it in-
creased to 84 lakh MT in
2019-20, 92 lakh MT in 2020-
21 and 98 lakh MT in 2021-
22 and now it has crossed

101 lakh MT in 2022-23,as
against target of 110 lakh
MT this year. This year it
will set a historic record
and it is the Bhupesh
Baghel’s government who
safeguard the interest of
the farmers and the
Minister said that the ef-
forts made by the govern-
ment towards expecta-
tions and hopes of general
public make the farmers
feel proud of their profes-
sion. Agriculture Minister
Choubey said that it was
last on 17 Dec. 2022,
Baghel’s government com-
pleted four year and in just
after one month, the
Bhupesh government’s
biggest achievement is
purchase of 101 lakh MT
paddy purchase till date
and  would hopefully
meets it target of 110 lakh
MT by end of Jan 31. Till
date around Rs 30000 cr
worth of funds have been
deposited in the account of
the farmers. When the
state purchased paddy on
MSP of Rs 2500 per quin-
tal, the Central govern-

ment raised objections
that even if there is Re 1
higher purchase than the
rates fixed by the Centre,
then they will not pay a
single amount. But CM
Bhupesh Baghel remained
stick to his words and ful-
filled the promise of MSP
of Rs 2500 per quintal to
farmers.

Under Rajiv Gandhi
Kissan Nyay Yojana, the
state government has been
paying incentives to the
farmers regularly. During
corona pandemic, all in-
dustries were lying closed
and there was no work,
but in entire Chhattisgarh
the paddy purchase con-
tinued uninterrupted and
so was flow of amount to
farmers’ account. In MP
Choubey informed that
there is purchase of 1.33 cr
MT of wheat every year
and it is three times bigger
than Chhattisgarh.
Against this there is 1.10
lakh MT of paddy pur-
chase expected this year
and which in itself is a big
record. Minister

Mohammed Akbar ex-
tended greetings to the
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel and entire cabinet
and Ministers on comple-
tion of 101 lakh MT pur-
chase of paddy in the
state. Commenting upon
the BJP State Chief Arun
Sao’s statement, he
charged that the State BJP
head is unaware of paddy
purchase system and in-
formed that the state pur-
chases paddy taking loan
and this time state govt
took loan of Rs 22000 cr
through MARKFED and
against which bank guar-
antee of Rs 14000 cr was
given by the state govern-
ment.

In the state govern-
ment’s guarantee there is
less interest of 5% on the
loan as compared to with-
out guarantee loan. There
is not a single penny given
by the GoI for paddy pur-
chase to the state. It is by
taking loan the state gov-
ernment make paddy pur-
chase, arranges for gunny
bags and its transporta-

tion and entire lot is de-
posited with FCI. It is the
difference in the amount
of MSP for paddy pur-
chase, which is less than
Rs 2500 has to be borne by
the state. Amarjeet Bhagat
informed that the state
government’s achieve-
ment in last four years
shows the difference of
last 15 years of BJP rule as
this time 224.48 lakh farm-
ers have sold their paddy
out of 24.97 lakh regis-
tered farmers. Crossing
the 100 lakh MT mark is a
big achievement for any
state and it is equivalent to
a century scored by a
cricket in a one-day match,
he added.

Dr Shivkumar Dahariya
charged that during BJP’s
rule, the farmers were
openly exploited, but the
paddy purchase on MSP
started after formation of
new state of Chhattisgarh.
He charged that the prom-
ises made during BJP’s
rule were never fulfilled
and it was Congress gov-
ernment  under leader-
ship of CM Bhupesh
Baghel who fulfilled the
promise of MSP of Rs 2100
and bonus of Rs 300 on
paddy purchase to farm-
ers. Erstwhile BJP govern-
ment has only made hol-
low promises and spoken
pure lies and it was farm-
ers who faced the music.

Purchase of 100 lakh MT paddy
is party’s commitment: Cong

Farming now a profitable business in Ch’garh

 Cong govt has
fulfilled the 
promises made

Ch’garh creating record in paddy purchase every year: CM
TTaakkaatthhppuurr::  CM Bhupesh Baghel addressing at the ‘Bhent-Mulaquat’ programme in Khairi village of
Takathpur VS of Bilaspur district said that every year there is record of paddy purchase made in
Chhattisgarh. This year more than 100 lakh MT of paddy has been purchased. Right after        formation of
new Congress government in the state, in the first year 84 lakh MT of paddy was purchased; 93 lakh in sec-
ond; 97 lakh MT in third year of its rule. The farmers get money for paddy purchase in just three days. CM
also inquired villagers about the Rajiv Gandhi Kissan Nyay Yojana and informed that so far three install-
ments have been paid and the third was paid last in Diwali and now the fourth will be paid on 31 March 2023.

YOUTHFEST-2023

Variety of programmes were presented by youth on occasion of National Youth Day
at Medical College auditorium here on Wednesday.

Raipur, Jan 18:

The state government
has appointed new secre-
taries as  in-charge of dif-
ferent districts in the state.
Alarmelmangai D has
made as in-charge of
Raipur, Manoj Pingua that
of Bilaspur and Renu
Pillai as in-charge
Secretary of Dhamtari dis-
trict.

As per the order issued
by the GAD of the state
secretariat, Secretary
Siddharth Komal Pardeshi
has been appointed as
Secretary  in-Charge of
Durg district, Niranjan
Das as that of Raigarh;
Prasanna R. as that of

Kabirdhaam; Anbalgan P.
as that of Korba district; S
Prakash as that of Koriya;
Topeshwar Verma as that
o Blodabazar-Bhatapara;
MN Ekka as that of
Mungeli; Ankit Anand as
that of Balod; P Dayanand
of Surajpur; Dr CR
Prasanna of Jashpur;
Bhunesh Yadav as that of
Mahasamund; S
Bhartidasan of
Rajnandgaon; Shammi
Abidi as Secy in-charge of
Kanker; Himshikhar
Gupta of Gariyaband;
Kaisar Abdulhaq of
Gourela-Pendra-Marwahi;
Bhim Singh as that of
Kondagaon; Satyanarayan
Rathore as that of Sukma;

Narendra Kumar Dugga of
Mohala-Manpur-Chowki;
Neelkanth Tikam of
Bijapur; Kiran Kaushal of
Dantewada; Dr Ayyaz
Tamboli Fakirbhai of
Bastar; Avinash  Kumar
Sharan of Balrampur-
Ramanujganj; Sunil
Kumar Jain of Sarguja;
KD Kunjam of
Khairagarh-Chuikhadan-
Gandai; Kartikey Goyal of
Narayanpur; Saransh
Mittar of Janjgir-Champa;
Padum Singh Ekka of
Sakti; RK Sharam of
Bemetara and DK Sahu of
Sarangarh-Bilaigarh and
Bhoskar Vilas Sandipan of
Manendragarh-Chirmiri –
Bharatpur.

Alarmelmangai D appointed
Secy in-Charge of Raipur district

New Secretary in-charge appointed for all 33 districts in state

Raipur, Jan 18:
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel said that BJP gov-
ernment at the Centre is
trying to weaken the con-
stitutional institutions
and by doing so it is trying
to control such institu-
tions. In the non-BJP ruled
states, BJP wants to con-
trol the government
through the Governor. CM
Baghel informed that the
Bill passed by the
Chhattisgarh Vidhan
Sabha has not being
signed by the Governor till
date and it is pending with
the Rajbhavan. It is for
this reason Rahul Gandhi
has been saying that BJP
government is trying to
weaken the constitutional

organizations in the coun-
try. Speaking to section of
media persons, CM
Bhupesh Baghel said that
in the non-BJP ruled
states, the conditions are
more or less the same. The
Governor of Chhattisgarh
is not signing on the bill
passed in VS and even
says that it will not last in
High Court either. On this
CM questioned, as to how
the Governor knows about
it and added that it is clear-
cut hint of indulgence in
the judicial system.

To a question on intro-
ducing of Gujarat Model

in Chhattisgarh, CM
Baghel said that if the BJP
introduces Gujarat model,
then it clearly indicates
that all the 14 elected BJP
MLAs of state would lose
tickets. Baghel expressed
concern over the fact that
the former CM Raman
Singh and ex-Minister
Brijmohan Agrawal may
also lose the ticket. It is
worthwhile to mention
here that both BJP and
Congress have become ac-
tive for the next VS polls
due by end of this year.

Baghel also raised ques-
tions on Rahul Gandhi’s
security and said that it is
the police which is under
control of the Centre in
Delhi and everybody has
seen as to what has hap-
pened to breach in Rahul’s
security in Delhi. The sec-
retary of the AICC even
had to write a letter in this
regard.

Centre trying to gain control 
in non-BJP ruled states: Baghel
 With control 

on Constitutional
institutions 
or the Governor RRaaiippuurr,,  JJaann  1188:: National

Statistical Office (NSO) (Field
Operations Division), Regional
Office, Raipur, Ministry of
Statistics and Program
Implementation, GoI, organ-
ized Round Table Conference
for units registered under
Section 2m (i) and 2m (ii) of
Factory Act 1948, in Mini
Conference Hall of New Circuit
House, Civil Lines, Raipur on
Wednesday. The programme
was to create to sensitize the
units for self-compiling of
Annual Survey of Industries
Returns.  The program was
inaugurated by lighting of the
lamp by the Chief Guest and
member of the State Planning
Commission, Dr. K.
Subrahmanyam. The program
was presided over by Roshan
Lal Sahu, Deputy Director
General, National Statistical

Office, Raipur. In this confer-
ence, along with representa-
tives of various industrial
organizations and high priority
industrial units of the state,
Deputy Director of National
Statistical Office, Raipur
Ashutosh Awasthi and
Assistant Director George Minj,
along with the Incharge officer
of Durg Office A. Malik,  Durga
Barla, Sr. Statistical Officer
from Bilaspur office, Ranjeet
Paul, Sr. Statistical Officer
from Ambikapur Office and In-
charge officers from Raipur
Office P.L. Sonwani, R.K.
Shrivastava and O.P.Sahu, par-
ticipated.

While addressing the pro-
gramme, Roshan Lal Sahu,
Deputy Director General, high-
lighted the usefulness of this
survey. He said that according
to the Collection of Statistics

Act 2008 and the rules made
under it in 2011, the Annual
Survey of Industries is con-
ducted every year by the
National Statistical Office, the
obtained data is used for esti-
mation of national income,
study of industrial structure,
plan formulation and policy-
making for industrial develop-
ment. Along with this, data
related to capital, employment
and unemployment, value
added, labour, turnover, fuel
and raw materials, input-out-
put etc. are also collected. This
information is used to assess
the contribution of the indus-
trial sector to the GDP and for
policy-making for industrial
development. Sahu called upon
the representatives of the pres-
ent industrial units to self com-
pile all the information in the
Return and submit it on the

web portal. The chief guest of
the program, Dr. K.
Subrahmanyam, said that the
Statistics Collection Act for
Industrial Development was
made by the Government of
India in 1959, in which one of
the main objectives was to
remove the lack of data in the
industrial sector for the devel-
opment of the country after
independence. He urged the
entrepreneurs present to pro-
vide accurate data so that the
right base can be created and
sustainable development goals
can be achieved. Mr. Ashwani
Garg, President of Urla
Industrial Association was
present in the programme,
mentioning the contribution of
the work being done for the
development of micro, small
and medium scale industries,
said that there is a need to

make special plans for these
enterprises. Addressing the
programme, DICCI President
Pramod Gharde emphasized on
giving maximum government
incentives for the development
of micro, small and medium
scale industries. At the end of
the inaugural session, RK
Srivastava, Senior Statistics
Officer expressed his gratitude
to the representatives and offi-
cers of all industrial organiza-
tions present in the pro-
gramme. In the second session
of this programme, PL
Sonwani, R.N. Soni, O.P. Sahu
and  Shishir Padhan, Senior
Statistics Officer, imparted
training to the representatives
of industrial organizations to fill
the return on the web portal.
The representative of
Directorate of Economics and
Statistics, Chhattisgarh Satish
Goswami also participated in
the programme along with rep-
resentatives of industrial
organizations in different dis-
tricts of Chhattisgarh informs
Roshan Lal Sahu, Dy. DG NSO
(FOD) Raipur in a press release.

NSO collects data to assess contribution of industrial sector to GDP: Sahu
 One day 

round-table 
conference of Annual
Survey of Industries
organised by NSO

Raipur, Jan 18: National
Institute of Technology
(NIT) Raipur’s Turing
Club of Programmers
(TCP) organized a two-day
workshop on
Fundamentals of Cloud &
Databricks and Guidance
on Placement & Resume
Building as a part of
Codeutsava, which is the
annual coding fest of TCP,
on 14th & 15th January
2023. The workshop was
organized under the su-
pervision of Dr Pavan
Mishra, Faculty In-charge,
TCP. Rohit Agarwal,
Senior Software Engineer,
Optum was guest speaker
of the event. He is also an
alumnus (2019) of NIT
Raipur. Rohit elaborated
on cloud computing &
databricks and its signifi-
cance on day one. Day two
focused on discussions on
placement/internship and
resume building. He dis-
coursed upon the general
stages (resume/profile

screening, aptitude
rounds, technical rounds,
case studies, group discus-
sions, behavioral rounds &
HR rounds) in place-
ment/internships.

He further emphasized
on the important points
like dressing skills, soft
skills, knowledge about
role, awareness about
company, etc. that helps
set the tone of the inter-
view. Instructions and
valuable suggestions on
resume building were also
given by him. He conclud-
ed the workshop by shar-
ing his internship and full-
time experience and an-
swering the doubts of the
attendees. The workshop
was  coordinated by
Mohammed Sharique,
Samarth Batav and
Sugandha Verma, and
ended successfully with
active participation of stu-
dents and the attendees
benefitting from the expe-
rience.

NIT Raipur organizes a
two-day workshop 

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJaann  1188:: The morale of
the criminals can be deter-
mined when the brother of
accused nabbed in a stabbing
case was stabbed outside the
Central Jail, Raipur by some
unknown youth and that too in
the presence of the police.
Harshad Dubey, brother of the
accused nabbed in the stabbing
incident in Daldalsiwni – Trishal

Dubey alias Prince Dubey, was
called outside the jail when they
were taken to the jail, just to
meet him and here some youths
stabbed him in broad daylight.
Police informed that two youth
reached upto the Central Jail,
following the stabbing accused
and then asking to meet him
stabbed him. The youth has
been admitted in the Ambedkar
Hospital in serious condition.
The accused youth Yuvraj Singh
and Suraj Choure are abscond-
ing. This entire incident is that
of Ganj  thana.

Youth stabbed outside
Central Jail while entering

 Accused of stabbing 
a person in Daldalsiwni
stabbing case

Raipur, Jan 18:

The accused
Bhojkumar Mandavi run-
ning away with the four-
wheeler in the name of
taking it for test drive has
been nabbed by the police.
As per complaint by the
applicant Vivek Prakash
Soni in Golebazar Thana,
saying that he resides in
Nayapara Shankar
Chowk,Golebazar. The
complainant had put his
Pagero vehicle bearing
No. CG 15 C Y 3100 for sell-
ing.

During this the person
Bhojkumar Mandavi con-
tacted him and showed in-
terest to purchase the ve-
hicle and conducted
checking. The vehicle
owner had put Rs 9.50 lakh
as the price of his vehicle
for sale. On reaching his
residence, the accused
Bhojkumar wanted to
take his vehicle for a test
drive and then he ab-

sconded along with the ve-
hicle during test-drive.

When the seller Soni
contacted Bhojukumar to
pay him Rs 9.50 lakh, he
said that he is not having
payment and  started giv-
ing vague replies. On this
Soni filed a case under sec-
tion 406 of IPC against
him. The Golebazar thana
in-charge held talks in

this regard and collected
information about the ac-
cused and succeeded in lo-
cating him. He was
nabbed from Kanker and
when strictly interrogated
he informed that he has
secretly hidden the vehi-
cle in Kanker. It was on his
location the vehicle was
seized  and the accused
was arrested.

Accused absconding with vehicle nabbed
Had taken it in the name of test-drive and later was out of contact

Development 
of Chhattisgarh

discussed
Raipur, Jan 18: Deputy
Chairman of
Chhattisgarh State
Planning Commission
Ajay Singh met Suman K,
Vice Chairman of NITI
Aayog in New Delhi today
and discussed important
issues necessary for the
development of the state of
Chhattisgarh. Inclusion of
Chhattisgarh in the “State
Support Mission” being
started by NITI Aayog was
discussed. Apart from this
permission to
Chhattisgarh for “Ethanol
production from surplus
rice” was discussed at the
meeting. Joint Secretary
of NITI Aayog Brij
Mohan, Director Avinash
Champawat, Deputy
Advisor Tyagaraj and Dr
Neetu Gourdia, Joint
Director were present in
this meeting. Assurance
was given on behalf of
NITI Aayog to take appro-
priate action on the de-
mand of the state.
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Bilaspur, Jan 18: 

In compliance of the in-
structions of NALSA,
Legal Aid Defense
Counsel system has been
established in 18 districts
of Chhattisgarh, District
Bilaspur was selected on
pilot project basis in last
year, wherein LADC office
was established for the
first time in our state. The
results of pilot projects
was very encouraging and
successful. Based on the
success of pilot project 17
other district were select-
ed for expansion of LADC
project in phase II. On 17-
01-2023 offices in 17 dis-
tricts namely Jagdalpur,
balodabazar, Balrampur,
Dhamtari, Durg, Janjgir
Kabirdham, Koriya,
Korba, Kanker
Mahasamund, Mungeli,
Raigarh, Raipur,
Rajnandgaon, Sarguja and
Surajpur were inaugurat-
ed by Justice Arup Kumar
Goswami, Chief Justice
High Court of
C h h a t t i s g a r h .
Inaugurating the phase II
of LADC in virtual mode,
Chief Justice Arup
Kumar Goswami (Patron,
Chhattisgarh State Legal
Services Authority) ex-
pressed in his address
that, Section 39-A of the
Indian Constitution, pro-
vides that free legal aid
Must be provided to
weak and deprived class,

that is why it is the duty of
the people associated with
this field to provide legal
help to such poor people. It
was also expressed by him
that, while giving such
legal help, it is our respon-
sibility to provide him the
best quality legal aid. In
view of this, Hon’ble
Supreme Court and
NALSA thought of start-
ing Legal Aid Defense
Counsel across the coun-
try. It was also expressed
by him that the main ob-
jective of the Office of
Legal Aid Defense Council
is to provide the best legal
assistance to the poor peo-
ple seeking legal aid in
criminal matters.

Justice Gautam
Bhaduri, Judge
Chhattisgarh High Court
and Executive Chairman,
Chhattisgarh State Legal
Services Authority ex-
pressed on this occasion
that earlier government
advocates were appointed
to represent the govern-
ment on behalf of the
prosecution, but in the

changing environment
Legal Aid Defense Council
System, has now been
implemented to provide
competent and effective
legal assistance in crimi-
nal cases to the persons
detained in jail or to the
weak and deprived sec-
tions on the defense side.
Congratulating all the se-
lected Legal Aid Defense
Councils on their selec-
tion, he urged them to
make this system success-
ful with full responsibility
with their ability and ex-
perience.

Anand Prakash
Wariyal, Member
Secretary, Chhattisgarh
State Legal Services
Authority welcomed all
present dignitaries on the
occasion and thanked
Chief Justice, Arup
Kumar Goswami, Justice
Goutam Bhaduri, Judge
Chhattisgarh and All the
respected judges for ac-
cepting the invitation and
gracing the occasion. He
said that today is a his-
toric day for the State of

Chhattisgarh and the
High Court of
Chhattisgarh and this has
been possible only under
the efficient leadership
guidance of the Chief
Justice and  the Executive
Chairman Chhattisgarh
State Legal Services
Authority. The inaugura-
tion program was also at-
tended by District Judges,
judicial officers,
Advocates, Secretaries,
District Legal Services
Authority and newly ap-
pointed LADCs through
virtual mode.

The training program of
86 selected advocates for
Legal Aid Defense Council
System was started on 18
January 2023, by auspi-
cious ceremony of light-
ing of lamp followed by
address by Director CSJA
Mrs. Sushma Sawant.
Training is organised by
the State Legal Services
Authority in collaboration
with the State Judicial
Academy. This training
program has been organ-
ised on January 18 and 19
at State Judicial Academy
Bilaspur for two days
under the tuteledge of
Director CSJA Mrs
Sushma Sawant. Training
will be provided by vari-
ous judicial officers, offi-
cers of judicial academy,
member secretary of
State Legal Services
Authority, under secre-
tary and advocates.

CJ inaugurates 
second phase of LADC

In 17 other districts 
RRaaiippuurr,,  JJaann  1177::  

IIIT-Naya Raipur’s flagship
annual Science and
Technology Showcasing event
“SCInTFIC” designed for
school students, concluded
on the 14th of January. 

The event showcased a
total of 57 projects from
schools across the country.
The event was inaugurated by
the Chief Guest, Prof Ram
Kumar Kakani, Director of IIM
Raipur, in the presence of Dr.
Pradeep K. Sinha, Director
IIIT-NR, Dr. Rajarshi
Mahapatra, Dean Academics
at IIIT-NR and Dr. Lakhindar
Murmu, Coordinator of
SCInTFIC 2k23. In his inaugu-
ral address, Prof Ram Kumar
Kakani, spoke to the students,
encouraging them on the
theme of “Self-
Experimentation: Learning
through conducting experi-
ments themselves”. He
encouraged them to seek out
explanations and new experi-
ences on their own. 

In his welcome address, Dr.
Pradeep K. Sinha talked about
the genesis of the event and
the Institute Social
Responsibility (ISR) activities
of the institute and further
added that Scintific is one
such initiative. Dr Lakhindar
Murmu elaborated on the
purpose of SCInTFIC.

As part of the event,
IDEATHON 5.0 took place with
the students divided into
three tracks. Track 1 for stu-
dents from grades 1-4, Track
2 for students from grades 5-
8 and Track 3 for students
from grades 9-12. Each track

had its compelling problem
statements, ranging from
Disaster Management,
Agriculture and Crop
Management to Women’s
Safety, Safety and Security
Management and Smart
Phone for Smart Living.
Students were encouraged to
provide their unique perspec-
tives on the issues and pres-
ent solutions to handle these
challenges.  Eminent experts
were invited from many dif-
ferent areas to judge these
projects. The list included
Ravindra Singh, CEO
Jivandeep, Dr. Ram Kumar M,
IIM Raipur, Suneel Kumar
Palavalasa, Additional
General Manager NTPC, and
Dr. Rana Navneet Roy,
Associate Professor of Law
HNLU, Raipur. The project
presentations were judged by
thee experts. At the end of

the event, a valedictory ses-
sion was held. The winners of
Track 1 “Technology for
Disaster Management” were
team (Arnav Baghel,
Abhigyan Singh, Satvik Ojha)
from ‘Riverdale World School,
Mahasamund. Winners of
Trackn 2 “Arduino Fire
Detection and Fire Fighting
Robot with SMS and Call
Alert” were team (Ishan
Patel, Kanhaiya Pandey,
Subham Kabiraj) from
Cardinal Wariors School. 

Winners of Track 3
“HepaEase” were team (Ishan
Choudhary, Aditya Kumar
Jha) from “Bhavan’s RK
SardaVidya Mandir”. The
event ended with concluding
remarks by Dear (Research &
Innovation) Dr. PP Paltani and
a vote of thanks proposed by
SAC President Dr. Manoj
Kumar Majumdar.

DEO asks to issue
show cause notice

to teacher

Bijapur, Jan 18: 

DEO Bijapur reached
the school in Tunder and
during which neither the
teacher nor the children
were found present. The
villagers informed him
that the teacher of School
in Tunder village has
been missing for months.

After seeing the water
condition of the building,
the officer inquired from
the villagers about the
closure of the school and
then the villagers in-
formed that the posted
teacher Ramram
Kashyap has been miss-
ing from the school for
last 2 months. Children
are deprived of education
due to lack of teachers.

Taking seriously the
teacher’s negligence and
indifference towards
duty, DEO Baghel issued
a show cause notice and
asked to submit the reply
within 2 days. If satisfac-
tory answer is not found,
the absent teacher has
been warned of suspen-
sion.

SCInTFIC 2k23 hosted 
at IIIT-Naya Raipur

Science and tech fest for school students inspired a new generation of engineers

Raipur, Jan 18:

Columbia College or-
ganised the Induction
Programme and Fresher’s
Party for the pupil teach-
ers of B.Ed. and D.El.Ed.
first year students. In this
programme the final year
pupil teachers of B.Ed.
and D.El.Ed. gave a warm
welcome to their juniors
that was filled with joy, ex-
citement, music, laughter
and happiness. The audito-
rium of the college was
beautifully decorated and
whole ambience was mes-
merising. The programme
was graced by the pres-
ence of his holiness Dr.
Umashankar Sharma as
chief guest who is the Yog
Guru, residing in the
Yogashram of the college
campus. The programme
also witnessed Mr. Harjeet
Singh Hura, Secretary,
JPES and Mr. Ravindra
Singh Hura, Treasurer,
JPES. The guest were
given floral welcome and
the programme began
with the lighting of the
lamp followed by inaugu-
ral speech by honourable
Principal Dr. Arun Kumar
Dubey. The chief guest in
his address motivated the

students to become a good
person and a good teacher.
He emphasized on devo-
tion, determination and
dedication of a teacher for
this profession. Mr
Harjeet Singh Hura, secre-
tary, JPES and Mr.
Ravindar Singh Hura,
Treasurer, JPES also
blessed the students and
advised the young budding
teachers to move with
changing time. The pro-
gramme was well hosted
by Sandhya Sahu and
Kavita Sahu from B.Ed.
final year. In this pro-
gramme guests also gave
certificates to the winners
of the various competi-
tions which is regularly

conducted in college for
the overall development of
the pupil teachers. As a
customary Mr. and Ms.
Freshers were selected
through the question an-
swer session by the guests.
The title for the Mr. and
Miss Freshers were
crowed to Bhagwat Prasad
Miri and Alana Khan
Qureshi respectively by
the honourable guests.
During the programme a
few seniors shared their
experiences in the college
while some freshers nar-
rated their experiences in
the college so far and also
expressed their expecta-
tions from the college. To
make the event interesting

and to entertain the jun-
iors Dumb Charades game
was also conducted, which
was enjoyed by all. In this
event the foot-trumping
dance performance by the
final year B Ed student
Devraj Baghel resulted in
thunderous applause from
the audience. The seniors
also arranged delicious
lunch for all. At the end
the juniors were also pre-
sented with gifts and they
also danced with their
hearts out at the DJ party
organised by the seniors.
Overall, the event was a
grand success and a happy
moment for all the pupil
teachers and faculty mem-
bers of Columbia College.

Induction Prog and Fresher’s Party at Columbia College

Bacheli, Jan 18:

With increasing spread
of COVID -19 variants
,the Life skill team of
DAV Public School or-
ganised a small aware-
ness activity under the
guidance of the Principal
Dr. Chetna Sharma , un-
leashing the precautions
taken to protect one from
Corona virus. The
blooming stars of Class
11 commerce showcased
a humorous Mime -
Understanding COVID-
19, how it spreads and
how we can protect our-
selves and others.

This would encourage
the  students to stick to
the rules, it helped to cre-
ate a do’s and don’ts list
with them for instance,
to wear mask, how to
greet each other, how to
maintain physical dis-
tancing measures during
lunch breaks and in class
etc..

The activity was under
the supervision of Life
skill team Ligi Nikhilesh,
Sunil Laskar and
Chinchu . Activity re-
ceived prompt  response
from the students  and re-
ceived appreciation from
the teachers as well.

‘An ounce of
prevention is worth

a pound of cure’ 
Jagdalpur, Jan 18: On the
occasion of National
Startup Day, a startup idea
competition of school stu-
dents and other partici-
pants was organized at the
Think Bee Incubation
Center run by District
Administration Bastar in
Government Polytechnic
College campus
Dharampura. In which the

students of Swami
Atmanand Vivekananda,
Dharampura, Nirmal
Higher Secondary, Vidya
Jyoti, Kendriya Vidyalaya
and other students of the
city displayed their startup
ideas. The chief guest in
the programme was GP
Khare, Principal of
Government Engineering
College, Women’s
Polytechnic College
Principal Piyush Lotia,
HOD Himanshu Aggarwal,

Sanjay Dekate, OIC Think
B Sanjay Trivedi. The pres-
ent jury gave its decision
after minutely observing
the models and ideas of the
students.

First Mobile Microscope
Nirmal Higher Secondary
School, second Life Eye
Sages Vivekananda, third
Helping Drone Vidya Jyoti
School were selected in the

model competition. In the
Idea category, first Aaruvik
Green, second Smart
Dustbin, third Green
Alternative were selected.
Seeing the startup idea
model of the students, the
present chief guests
praised the children and
congratulated the Think
Bee Incubation Center for
organizing this type of
event and said that start-
ups are the future of India
in the coming times.

School students made models
on National Startup Day

RR..KKuummaarr

BBiijjaappuurr,,  JJaann  1188:: There has
been bumper production of
paddy in Bijapur district this
year. According to the depart-
mental information, for the
current year, a total of 71400
metric tons (MT) of paddy
was targeted to be purchased
from farmers, in the 26 paddy
procurement centers of
Bijapur district, so far district
has procured 74100 MT of
paddy, which is more than tar-
get of the district and district
has procured 2700 MT more

than expected target. And last
date for paddy purchase is
January 31, in this case figure
may increase further. A total
of 17200 farmers have regis-
tered to sell paddy in the dis-
trict and the total agricultural
area is 41747 hectares.

Some of farmers from
Village Madded Chapa
Surendra, Morla Ramesh and
from village Bhopalpatnam
Iriaya and Mutaiya from vil-
lage Borje Ramesh Yalam and
other told that this year there
has been a good crop. They
did not even have to wait for

their turn at the paddy pro-
curement centre. After selling
the paddy, the amount is also
being deposited directly into
the account. The farmer’s
income is being increased and
all farmers financially becom-
ing strong, the number of
farmers is increasing continu-
ously in the field of paddy
cropping. The government is
also giving bonus after every
three months.

Bijapur MLA Vikram
Mandavi while congratulating
the farmers of the district
said that for the current year,
the district had set a target of
purchasing 71400 MT of
paddy, but by immense cross-
ing the target with the hard
work of the farmers, 74100
MT of paddies has been pro-
cured in the district so far.
This is a new record in the dis-
trict, 2700 MT is more than
the target, and all this is the
result of the state chief minis-
ter Bhupesh Baghel far-reach-
ing thinking towards farmer
of the state. 

Bijapur district sets new record 
of paddy cultivation & harvesting Jagdalpur, Jan 18: 

Coffee cultivation which
started on 20 acres on an
experimental basis by the
Horticulture Department
has now reached the farm-
ers’ fields. Nine quintals of
coffee was produced in
2021-22 from coffee planted
in 20 acres in the year 2017.
After which farmers and
women of self-help groups
are being trained by the
Horticulture Department
for everything from plant-
ing and processing to mar-
keting of coffee. Under the
first project of the year
2021, 100 acres of land is
being cultivated by a
group of 34 farmers in
Dilmili.

Today, a remote rural
area like Darbha is becom-
ing the coffee stronghold
of Bastar and it is being
recognized for coffee culti-
vation. One special thing
about Bastar coffee is that
it is completely fertilizer
free, due to which it can
also be called organic cof-

fee. Bastar Cafe estab-
lished in the district head-
quarter Jagdalpur carries
the branding of Bastar
Coffee, where tourists and
local residents are enjoy-
ing the taste of Bastar
Coffee. At the same time,
women are selling Bastar
coffee in the world famous
Chitrakote. Apart from
this, the way CCD and
Starbucks coffee is fa-
mous, Bastar Cafe outlet
will also give a new dimen-
sion to Bastar Coffee in the
world. For which work is
being done to take Bastar
Cafe to the big cities of the
country.

On the other hand,
under the second project,
24 farmers are cultivating
coffee in 100 acres in a vil-
lage of Kandanar
Panchayat. The special
thing is that these farmers
are doing farming on the
forest rights leased land.

On the other hand, under
the third project, a rare va-
riety of coffee is being
grown on the hills of
Mundagarh. The project is
being implemented with
the support of the State
Government’s DMFT

Fund and NITI Aayog.
Bastar Coffee is being pro-
duced by farmers, women
of processing self-help
groups and marketing by
Bastar Cafe. Due to which
farmers will get the right
price for their produce,

farmers will be saved from
middlemen and women of
self-help groups will get fi-
nancial benefits.

According to Dr. KP
Singh, Senior Scientist,
College of Horticulture,
Sanreman variety of cof-
fee was initially planted in
Darbha, which is one of
the oldest coffee varieties
of India. In the year 2018,
production of Arabica and
Robusta varieties of coffee
was also started here.
Currently harvesting of
2018 planting is going on,
and it is expected that
about 15 quintals of coffee
can be produced in
February this year. KP
Singh said that seeing the
success of cultivation in 20
acres in Darbha, Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
wanted to take it to the
farmers’ fields, that is why
coffee is being cultivated
in 200 acres in Bastar dis-
trict with the initiative of
the state government and
the district administra-
tion.

Bastar Organic Coffee gets new identity
 Soon outlets will

open in big cities too



Benefits of welfare schemes should
reach more people: Lakheshwar

Central Chronicle News

BBhhoonndd,,  JJaann  1188::  Bastar Area
Tribal Development Authority
President and MLA Lakheshwar
Baghel organized a meeting and
felicitation ceremony for the
panchayat representatives of
the assembly area at his resi-
dence here in which Panchayat
representatives, Congress of-
fice bearers and workers of the
area participated in large num-
bers and all were honored by
the MLA in the program. 

On this occasion, while con-
gratulating all for the com-
mencement of the New Year,
Baghel said that due to the
Corona crisis for three years in
the tenure of five years, the
panchayat representatives did
not get a chance to do much
work, now there is a need to

work in the remaining two
years. He said that the panchay-
ats where employment-orient-
ed works have not started
should immediately submit pro-
posals and along with this,
Panchayat representatives
should complete the incomplete
construction works on time. He
further said that assembly and

Lok Sabha elections are to be
held in the coming year 2023
and 2024, therefore we need to
work better in these elections
also. The Congress government
of the state is running many
public welfare schemes, the
benefits of those schemes will
have to be extended to maxi-
mum number of people. 

MLA Chabda takes
part in Jayanti prog

Central Chronicle News

BBeerrllaa,,  JJaann  1188::  MLA Ashish Chabda
took part in the Bhakt Guha Nishad
Jayanti programme held in Gram
Amora the other day. He extended
greetings to all on this Jayanti.
Addressing the gathering, MLA
Ashish Chabda made a declaration
of Rs 2.0 lakh for construction of
Kitchet set in Nishad Samaj build-
ing in Gram Amora. 

He said that Nishad Samaj
holds a glorious past and even the
Lord Shri Ram has been debt-ful to
Nishad Samaj. It was during 14 yrs
of exile by Lord Shri Ram, it was
Guha Nishad who took him across
the river in his boat. MLA Chabda

said that it is an honour to be pres-
ent in this programme and added
that Nishad Samaj has always
walked on the path of progress. He
made an appeal to the senior citi-
zens of the Samaj to take more ini-
tiatives and active participation for
education and social awareness
among the people of Nishad
Samaj. In this programme,
Dwarika Prasad Pandey, Mohit
Verma, President Sewa Sahakari
Samiti Bijabhat, Santrm Yadav,
Rajkumar Nishad, President Kewat
Samaj, Tarkeshwar Verma,
Sarpanch Kanhaiya Nishad,
Mahanand Yadav, Janpad member
rep Nohar Nishad, Paras Nishad
and others were present. 

Central Chronicle News

Mungeli, Jan 18: There is
a shortage of facilities in
the main post office oper-
ating in a rented building
here, which also includes
adequate staff. As per in-
formation, earlier, the
main post office was locat-
ed opposite the police sta-
tion, near the old bus
stand, but after the forma-
tion of the district, every
effort was made by the
local administration to
make land available, but
due to the lack of attention
by the competent officials
of the post office, it is
again operating in a rent-
ed building.

Apart from this, Ganga
water of Haridwar and
Gangotri was being made
available through the post
office by the central gov-
ernment for the poor and
lower classes, which is
also currently out of
stock. Similarly LED bulbs
used to be easily available
through the post office,
which is also currently
closed.

Due to the negligence

and non-cooperative atti-
tude of the officers, the
residents of the area are
not getting the benefit of
both these schemes.
Praveen Dewangan, in-
charge of the main post of-
fice, said that the scheme
of LED bulbs has been
stopped and Ganga water
is not coming, due to
which it is not available
and demand letter has
been sent.

When attention was
drawn to regional MP
Arun Saw, he said that
this is a very important
scheme of the Central
Government; therefore it
has to be implemented
smoothly.

Central Chronicle News

JJaannjjggiirr--CChhaammppaa,,  JJaann  1188::  The
newly admitted students of
D.Pham and B.Pharm have been
subjected for a week long induc-
tion programme as part of profes-
sional academic beginning. Dr.
Jwala Patel, Academic In-charge
of the college did serve as the
Master of the week-long event.
On the opening day during the
Inaugural ceremony, The
Principal, Prof Minaketan Tripathy,
greeted the newly joined students
with the institutional commitment
of providing 360 degree profes-
sional grooming to the aspiring fu-
ture pharmacists. 

The inauguration day has been
virtually graced by Prof Ramesh K
Goyal, Vice chancellor, Delhi
Pharmaceutical sciences research
University, who blessed the stu-
dents and spoke about the differ-
ent opportunities, those are there
in the field of pharmacy, fallowed
by Dr. Chea Sin, Dean Faculty of
Pharmacy, University of
Puthisastra, Phenom penh,

Cambodia, who gave the
professorial lecture on
the topic of "Pharmacy
education in Cambodia". 

On the second day Dr.
B.B Borse , Deputy
Director, CFTRI, graced
the students with his talk
on "Nutraceuticals and
Health," followed by his
inspiring presentation on
"Nutraceuticals, Science,
technology and spiritual-
ity".  On the third day
Prof Renad Alyatudin,
Senior Professor of
Pharmacology, Sechenov
University and Director
of Drug safety, Ministry
of health, Russian Federation
greeted the students , academic
staff with his best wishes and
welcome the newly joined stu-
dents to the profession of phar-
macy.  He spoke about the possi-
bility of future research coopera-
tion between the institutions.
The same day Prof Abu Bakar
Abdul Majeed  Dean Faculty of
Pharmacy, Universiti Teknoligi

MARA did exchage his well wishes

to the students, did ad-
dress the audience cover-
ing the emergence and
chronological journey,
and in overall the history
of the Profession of phar-
macy.  He talked about
possible student ex-
change programme be-
tween the institutions.
The fourth day has been
dedicated for public
speaking exercise, where
in all new comers did par-
ticipate in the  public
speaking  competition on
the title "Bachapan Se
Aaj tak". 

During all these days
the members of the teaching fra-

ternity interacted with the fresh-
ers with their respective introduc-
tion, academic and as well their
involved research. The fifth day
was for valediction,. During the
Valedictory remark The principal
spoke about Experimental ethics,
outcome and its significance in
pharmaceutical sciences. The in-
vited speaker, Sumanta Biswal, an
entrepreneurial architect, the
Director of Lavni Health care  pre-
sented the Invited talk on
"Entrepreneur-ship". The  out-
standing students  during public
speaking  were rewarded with
their recognition. The weeklong
event concluded with the Vote of
thanks by the Vice Principal ,
Gaurav Verma.

Central Chronicle News

Pandariya, Jan 18: For
construction of National
Highway No. 130A, from
Mungeli via Pandariya to
Pondi trees are being felled
by the Forest Department.
On both the roads on the
said route, there are nu-
merous plants and trees all
of medicinal properties

and some very old too.
Purnima Rajput, Ranger

of Forest Department
Pandariya East, told that
465 trees from Mahka to
Pandariya, 325 trees from
Pandariya to Pandatarai
and 238 Arjun and other
big trees from Pandatarai
to Podi will be cut, whiel
others will be from
Mungeli.

According to this ratio, a
total of 1028 trees will be
cut in the Pandariya area,
instead of which 10280
saplings will be planted.
However it will be the re-
sponsibility of the Forest
Department to plant trees
and after cutting the big
trees, it is being said that
ten times more trees will
be planted.

Preparation for Arpa Mahotsav begins
Central Chronicle News

Gourella, Pendra,
Marwahi, Jan 18:
Preparation for Arpa
Mahotsav has begun here
with important decisions
taken in the steering com-
mittee meeting chaired by
MLA Dr. KK Dhruv.

In the meeting it was
agreed to ensure public
participation in the dis-
trict establishment festival
and to invite Chief
Minister Mr. Bhupesh
Baghel as the chief guest
of the dignified event.
Important points includ-
ing giving priority to local
artists, organizing sports
activities, promoting
Chhattisgarhi culture, set-
ting up departmental
stalls, encouraging talent-
ed players and artists of
the district were dis-
cussed.

Discussion was held on
assigning responsibility to
different departments for
stage arrangements, tents,

food zone, hammocks, de-
partmental stalls etc. for
Arpa Mahotsav.

State Scheduled Tribe

member Mrs. Archana
Porte, State Youth
Commission member
Uttam Vasudev, District
Panchayat President Arun
Singh Chauhan, Abhay
Narayan Rai from Arpa
Development Authority,
Collector Ms. Richa
Prakash Chowdhary,
Forest Officer Satyadev
Sharma, Additional
Collector BC Ekka,
Additional Superintendent
of Police Archana Jha,
Project Director DRDA RK
Khunte along with officers
of Revenue, Tribal
Development, Education,
Rural Engineering
Services, Public Works,
Public Health
Engineering, Health,
Electricity, Agriculture
Department and all
District CEOs and Chief
Municipal officials were
present.

Parliamentary Secretary
inaugurates NSS Camp

Central Chronicle News

Mahasamund, Jan 18:
Parliamentary Secretary
and MLA Vinod Sevenlal
Chandrakar inaugurated
the National Service
Scheme camp organized at
village Parsada. The camp
was conducted under the
guidance of Principal GR
Sinha and program officer
Mrs. Sarita Tiwari in vil-
lage Parsada on the theme
of youth for rural develop-
ment of National Service
Scheme unit for seven
days. 52 students partici-
pated in the camp.

P a r l i a m e n t a r y
Secretary and MLA Vinod
Seven Lal Chandrakar was
the chief guest of the inau-
guration ceremony of the

camp and the program was
presided over by Sarpanch
Sarika Dhruv. Daulal
Chandrakar, Krishi Upaj
Mandi President Heera
Banjare, district members
Digvijay Sahu, Kamlesh
Dhruv, Chaman Sinha,
Shekhar Chandrakar,
Makhan Sinha, Baldau
Ram Dhruv, Santosh
Sinha, Narayan Sahu were

present as guests. Chief
Guest Parliamentary
Secretary Mr. Chandrakar
said that it is very impor-
tant in itself to conduct the
camp successfully for 23
consecutive years. Like
Gurukul education, the
seven-day camp teaches
discipline, group work, he
said. Daulal Chandrakar,
director of the Seed

Research Committee, nar-
rating his experiences, ap-
preciated the cordial rela-
tions being built by the vol-
unteers with the villagers.
District Education Officer
Mrs. S. Chandrasen,
Sarpanch Sarika
Dhruv,Tinki Diwan, Nutan
Jagat, Kaushalya, Yuvraj,
Prashant and others were
present.
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1028 trees being cut to
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Stone 
 New Delhi: Lt

Governor V K Saxena
on Wednesday laid the
foundation stone of a
cycle track which will
be developed by the
New Delhi Municipal
Council around the
Nehru Park here, an
official statement
said. Spread over an
area of 75 acres,
Nehru Park in
Chanakyapuri is sur-
rounded by various
foreign embassies,
high commissions,
residents of diplomats
and high-profile digni-
taries and houses of
central government
employees.

Suicide
 New Delhi: A 26-year-

old man died after al-
legedly jumping in
front of a train at the
Mandi House metro
station here on
Wednesday, police
said. The deceased has
been identified as
Ravi, a resident of
Poornia in Bihar, they
said, adding that no
suicide note has been
recovered from him. A
senior police officer
said a call was re-
ceived at around 2:30
pm stating that a man
had jumped in front of
train at Mandi House
metro station.

Injured 
 Chaibasa: A woman

was injured after
Naxals belonging to the
banned People’s
Liberation Front of
India (PLFI) outfit
opened indiscriminate
fire on villagers in
Jharkhand’s West
Singhbhum district,
police said on
Wednesday. Around a
dozen PLFI operatives
reached Karika village
in Bandgaon area on
Tuesday night and
opened indiscriminate
fire on the villagers, in-
juring the woman in
the leg, Superintendent
of Police Ashutosh
Shekhar said.

Seized 
 Jammu: A suspected

improvised explosive
device (IED), planted
in a tiffin box, was
seized in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Rajouri dis-
trict on Wednesday, a
senior police official
said. Senior
Superintendent of
Police, Rajouri,
Mohammad Aslam
said the object was
found from an open
field in the town’s
Kheora locality in the
afternoon.

Anniv gift
 Noida: The Noida

Metro Rail
Corporation (NMRC)
will give free smart
cards to commuters for
a 10-day period from
January 26, officials
said on Wednesday.
This is being done to
mark the fourth an-
niversary of the
launch of the Aqua
Line of the metro net-
work connecting Noida
and Greater Noida, the
NMRC said. “NMRC is
celebrating the ongo-
ing ‘Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav’ - 75 years of
India’s Independence
and its fourth anniver-
sary of successful com-
mercial operation of
Aqua Line on January
26, 2023,” NMRC
Managing Director
Ritu Maheshwari said.

LAST RESPECTS

People gather to pay their last respects to the titular eighth Nizam of Hyderabad Mukarram Jah at Chowmahalla
Palace in the old city of Hyderabad, Wednesday.

WB CM Mamata Banerjee
addresses an election
rally, at Mendipathar 

in North Garo Hills 
district of Meghalaya,

Wednesday.

Khammam (Telangana),
Jan 18 (PTI): The ‘Make
in India’ initiative has be-
come a ‘Joke in India,
Telangana Chief Minister
K Chandrasekhar Rao
said on Wednesday, taking
a dig at the BJP-led Centre.

Addressing the first
public meeting of Bharat
Rashtra Samithi (BRS)
here, party chief Rao said
free power would be pro-
vided to farmers across
the country if a ‘BRS pro-
posed government’ cap-
tured power at the Centre
in 2024, following polls to
the Lok Sabha.

“Make in India has be-
come Joke in India. There
is Make in India, but there
are China bazaars in every
street (in the country),” he
said ridiculing the NDA
government’s flagship pro-
gramme.

He further said if BRS
comes to power, the
Agnipath scheme for re-
cruitment in Armed forces
would be abolished.
Schemes like Telangana’s

Rythu Bandhu (for the
welfare of farmers) should
be implemented through-
out the country and it is
his party’s slogan and de-
mand, KCR asserted.

He slammed the BJP
and Congress, alleging
that both the parties are
responsible for interstate
water issues. He said the
BRS is opposing tooth and

nail the ‘disinvestment of
LIC’. Presided by BRS
President Rao, the meet-
ing was attended by Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal, Punjab CM
Bhagwant Mann, his
Kerala counterpart
Pinarayi Vijayan, CPI
General Secretary D Raja
and Samajwadi Party
leader Akhilesh Yadav.

Make in India has become
‘Joke in India,’ says KCR

Telangana Chief Minister K Chandrashekar Rao with Chief
Ministers Arvind Kejriwal (Delhi), Bhagwant Mann
(Punjab), P Viajayan (Kerala), Samajwadi Party President
Akhilesh Yadav, CPI leader D Raja and national leaders and
farmers’ representatives of many states ahead of BRS
(Bharat Rashtra Samithi) party’s rally that is to be held in
Khammam, in Hyderabad, Wednesday.

ANNUAL URS FEST

Devotee take part in the flag hoisting ceremony for the annual Urs festival at the shrine of Sufi Sant Hazrat Khwaja
Moinuddin Chishti, in Ajmer.

Khammam (Telangana),
Jan 18 (PTI): Accusing the
BJP-ruled Centre of ‘undo-
ing’ the foundations of the
nation’s democracy, Kerala
Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan on Wednesday
called for a ‘new resistance’
to protect secularism,
democracy and the
Constitution and said peo-
ple’s unity has to emerge
against the communal
agenda that seeks to divide
the country.

Addressing a public
meeting organised by K
Chandrasekhar Rao-led
BRS here, the veteran
CPI(M) leader alleged that
the Centre was constantly
“trying to destroy” the
country’s federal structure
and it was using the offices
of Governors to target non-
BJP state governments.
This mammoth rally is
being held at a time when
the basic tenets of our

Constitution are facing a
series of threats from the
people who are at the helm
of affairs at the Centre, he
said. “I hope that today, in
Khammam, the land of
people’s resistances, we
will have the beginning of

a new resistance, a resist-
ance to secure the ideals
that we fought for in our
freedom struggle. A resist-
ance to protect our secular-
ism, our democracy, our
Constitution and thereby
our nation,” Vijayan said.

Without directly naming
BJP, Vijayan said there is a
“peculiar situation” in
which a political formation
that was not part of our na-
tional freedom struggle is
in power in the country.
Charging that the followers
of those who tendered un-
conditional apologies to
the colonisers and prom-
ised to serve the imperial
crown are at the helm of af-
fairs today, he said they
have been and remain “an-
tagonistic” to the values of
the anti-colonial struggle.
“Since those in power now
were not part of our collec-
tive struggles then, they do
not know the values on
which India has been built
as a sovereign, democratic,
republic. So, they seek to
alter the basic structures
on which our modern na-
tion has been built,” the
Kerala Chief Minister fur-
ther said.

Vijayan calls for ‘new resistance’ against BJP rule

Telangana Chief Minister K Chandrashekar Rao welcomes
Kerala CM P Viajayan for the BRS (Bharat Rashtra Samithi)
party’s rally that is to be held in Khammam, in Hyderabad,
Wednesday.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJaann  1188  ((PPTTII))::

The government on
Wednesday proposed a slew of
changes to the insolvency law,
including fast-tracking the
process and expanding the
scope of pre-packaged frame-
work. The Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code (IBC), which
came into force in 2016, provides
for a market-linked and time-
bound resolution of stressed
assets. The Code has already
undergone various amend-
ments. “To strengthen the func-
tioning of the IBC, changes to
the Code are being considered in
relation to the admission of cor-
porate insolvency resolution
process (CIRP) applications,
streamlining the insolvency res-
olution process, recasting the
liquidation process, and the role
of service providers under the
Code,” the ministry said in a

notice. Among other changes,
the corporate affairs ministry
has suggested developing a
state-of-the-art electronic plat-
form that can handle several
processes under the Code with
minimum human interface. “It is
being considered that this e-
platform may provide for a case
management system, automat-
ed processes to file applications
with the AAs, delivery of notices,
enabling interaction of IPs
(Insolvency Professionals) with
stakeholders, storage of records
of CDs (Corporate Debtors)
undergoing the process, and
incentivising participation of
other market players in the IBC
ecosystem,” the notice said. The
ministry has also proposed
redesigning the Fast-Track
Corporate Insolvency Resolution
Process (FIRP) to allow financial
creditors to drive the insolvency
resolution process for a CD out-

side of the judicial process while
retaining some involvement of
the Adjudicating Authority (AA)
to improve the legal certainty of
the final outcome. “It is being
considered that the provisions
dealing with FIRP may be
amended to provide that unre-
lated FCs (Financial Creditors) of
a CD may select and approve a
resolution plan through an infor-
mal out-of-court process and
involve the AA only for its final
approval (or a moratorium, if
needed). “Insolvency resolution
through this procedure will be
available for CDs with such asset
size as notified by the central
government. Further, the resolu-
tion plan approved through this
procedure will have the same
sanctity as a regular plan
approved during the CIRP
(Corporate Insolvency
Resolution Process),” the notice
said.

Govt proposes slew 
of changes to insolvency law

New Delhi, Jan 18 (PTI): 

A 30-year-old IIT Delhi
student was killed and his
friend was injured after
they were allegedly hit by
a car outside the campus
here, police said on
Wednesday.

Ashraf Nawaz Khan
and Ankur Shukla (29)
went to a restaurant on
Tuesday night and were
crossing the road after
having dinner when the
car hit both of them, a sen-
ior police officer said.

Khan died during treat-
ment at the Safdarjung
hospital while Shukla is
admitted to the Max hospi-
tal in Saket with a frac-
tured leg, he said.

Both of them were
doing their PH.D from IIT
Delhi, police said.

The car, which hit the
two, was found abandoned
at some distance. The driv-
er of the car has been iden-
tified, police said.

Khan’s relatives, howev-
er, expressed anger over
delay by police in reaching
the spot.

“Ashraf was crossing
the road and was hit by a
vehicle. He was not a small
boy. He was an adult. How
come someone just hit him
and fled the spot. I being
his guardian was here at 2
am and when I urged the
police to come immediate-
ly, they said they would
come only by 8 am.

IIT Delhi student
killed, another injured

After being hit by car

‘Kashmir solution
within constitutional

framework’
Srinagar, Jan 18 (PTI):
PDP president Mehbooba
Mufti on Wednesday said
the solution to the
Kashmir problem is with-
in the framework of the
Constitution but the start-
ing point for any reconcili-
ation will have to be the
restoration of the special
status and statehood to
Jammu and Kashmir.

“There is no way other
than reconciliation in
Jammu and Kashmir but
the starting point for it
will be the restoration of
whatever has been
snatched from the (erst-
while) state,” Mufti told re-
porters here. She was re-
sponding to a question
about Pakistani Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif ’s
statement on Kashmir in
an interview with Dubai-
based Al Arabiya TV.

New Delhi, Jan 18 (PTI): 

The magnificent
Parliament House,
which may soon hand
over its position as the
country’s hallowed legis-
lature to a new complex
coming up in its vicinity,
was inaugurated on this
very day 96 years ago by
the then Viceroy Lord
Irwin.

The historic building,
an architectural marvel
with its charming circu-
lar design and an im-
pressive colonnade of
144 creamy sandstone on
the first floor, was
opened amid much fan-
fare at a time when the
new imperial capital of
the British Raj — New
Delhi — was being built
at a site in Raisina Hill

area. According to
archival documents and
rare old images, a grand
ceremony was held on
January 18, 1927 to mark
the opening of the ma-
jestic building, then
called as the Council
House.

Over a century ago,
when the nation was still
in the making and
Independence 26 years
away, Britain’s Duke of
Connaught had laid the
foundation stone of
Parliament House on
February 12, 1921, and
said it would stand “as
the symbol of India’s re-
birth to yet higher des-
tinies”. The building,
with a diameter of 560 ft
and circumference of
one-third of a mile, was
designed by Sir Herbert

Baker, who along with
Sir Edwin Lutyens was
chosen to design the new
imperial capital in
Delhi.

According to the book
“New Delhi - Making of
a Capital”, Lord Irwin
had arrived in his
viceregal carriage at a
pavilion set up at the
Great Place (now Vijay
Chowk), and then “pro-
ceeded to open the door
of the Council House
with a golden key, hand-
ed to him by Sir Herbert
Baker”.

The opening of the
Parliament House build-
ing, revered today as
India’s temple of democ-
racy, was much talked
about then in both do-
mestic and foreign
press.

Parliament House was opened 
on January 18, 1927 with much fanfare

Panaji, Jan 18 (PTI): 

The implementation of
the law banning loud
music after 10 pm will
weaken Goa’s appeal as a
wedding destination but
the state government is
willing to create special
venues for hosting such
events, Chief Minister
Pramod Sawant said on
Wednesday.

Sawant was speaking in
the assembly during the
ongoing winter session.

Recalling his experi-
ence at a function affected
by the curb on music,
Sawant said, “I had gone
for one such wedding
where they had to wind up
everything by 10 pm. The
hosts were quite upset,”
he said.

The Goa Bench of the
Bombay High Court has
asked the state govern-
ment to implement the
Noise Pollution
(Regulation and Control)
Rules that prohibit loud
music outdoors after 10
pm.

Stressing the need for a
legal solution to the new

challenge in the coastal
state whose economy is
heavily dependent on
tourists, Sawant said the
government is ready to
create special areas where
destination weddings and
similar events can be held
without too many restric-
tions on music. The chief
minister was speaking

after the Opposition
moved a calling attention
motion saying the curbs
on outdoor music will
have a negative impact on
tourism, hospitality and
entertainment industries
as well as the Goan cul-
ture.

State Environment
Minister Nilesh Cabral
said the local community
has been celebrating mar-
riages with joy and pomp
past midnight.

“The village-level reli-
gious celebrations like
‘zatra’ and feast were
going past midnight and a
common feature across
Goa. But after the intro-
duction of Noise Pollution
(Regulation & Control)
Rules, 2000, all these activ-
ities are now curtailed
and they are causing legal
impediments to such reli-
gious cultural activities,”
he said.

VS raises concerns over curbs on loud music 

Goa Chief Minister Pramod Sawant speaks during the
Winter Session of Goa Legislative Assembly, in Porvorim,
Wednesday.

 At night in 
tourist-friendly state



London, Jan 18: 

The Church of
England said Wednesday
it will allow blessings for
same-sex, civil marriages
for the first time but
same-sex couples still
will not be allowed to
marry in its churches.

The decision followed
five years of debate and
consultation on the
church’s position on sex-
uality. It is expected to be
outlined in a report to
the church’s national as-
sembly, the General
Synod, which meets in
London next month.
Under the proposals, the
Church of England’s

stance that the sacra-
ment of matrimony is re-
stricted to unions be-
tween one man and one
woman will not change.

However, same-sex cou-
ples would be able to
have a church service
with prayers of dedica-
tion, thanksgiving or for
God’s blessing after they
have a civil wedding or
register a civil partner-
ship. Same-sex marriage
has been legal in
England and Wales since
2013, but the church did
not change its teaching
when the law changed.

Archbishop of
Canterbury Justin Welby,
the spiritual leader of

the Anglican Church, ac-
knowledged that the pro-
posals “will appear to go
too far for some and not
nearly far enough for oth-
ers.”

“This response reflects
the diversity of views in
the Church of England
on questions of sexuality,
relationships and mar-
riage. I rejoice in that di-
versity and I welcome
this way of reflecting it
in the life of our church,”
Welby said.
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LAST RITES

Relatives and friends perform last rites of the plane crash victims, in Pokhara, Nepal,
Wednesday.

LION DANCE

Divers wearing Chinese traditional dragon costumes perform an underwater Lion Dance at the Giant Aquarium in
Seaworld Ancol, Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday.

Male, Jan 18 (PTI):

India and Maldives are
good neighbours and
strong partners, External
Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar said on
Wednesday as he under-
lined that the two coun-
tries also together have the
responsibility for peace
and security in the region.

Jaishankar, who is here
on the first leg of his
three-day visit to the
Maldives and Sri Lanka,
made the remarks after a
“productive meeting” with
his Maldivian counterpart
Abdulla Shahid during
which they discussed the
full spectrum of special bi-
lateral partnership with a
focus on development co-
operation, capacity build-
ing and people-to-people
ties. “We are good neigh-
bours. We are strong part-

ners. We have mutually in-
vested in development and
progress. But we also to-
gether have a responsibili-
ty for peace and security
in the region,” the minis-
ter said in a joint press ap-
pearance along with
Shahid. He said the securi-
ty partnership between
the two countries also con-
tinues to strengthen which
is the way it should be.

“Again here, India is al-
ways willing to meet the
requirements and the
needs of the Maldives both
for itself and for the larger
region,” he added.

“A lot of our diplomatic
attention is being given to
easing global tensions and
ensuring the interest of
countries like
Maldives...many of your
concerns are also our con-

cerns,” Jaishankar added.
A number of significant
Memorandums of
Understanding were ex-
changed between
Maldives and India in var-
ious fields, expanding the
cooperation between the
two countries. One of the
MoUs was on additional
grant assistance of 100
million Rufiyaa for the
High Impact Community
Development Project
(HICDP) scheme. A num-
ber of socio-economic de-
velopment projects are
planned to be implement-
ed throughout the country
under this funding.

Others included the de-
velopment of a sports
complex in Gahdhoo and
academic collaboration be-
tween Maldives National
University and Cochin
University of Science and
Technology.

‘India and Maldives are good neighbours’
Together have responsibility for regional peace’

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar at a delegation level
meeting with with his Maldivian counterpart Abdulla
Shahid in Manadhoo. 

Brovary (Ukraine), Jan
18 (AP): Ukraine’s interi-
or minister died on
Wednesday in a helicopter
crash near the capital that
killed more than a dozen
other people, including
children, authorities said.

Interior Minister Denys
Monastyrskyi, who over-
saw Ukraine’s police and
emergency services, is the
most senior official to die
since Russia invaded near-
ly 11 months ago.

His death, along with
two others from his min-
istry, was the second
calamity in four days for
Ukraine, after a Russian
missile strike on an apart-
ment building killed
dozens of civilians. There
was no immediate word
on whether the morning
crash, near a kinder-
garten and reportedly in
heavy fog, was an accident

or related to the war, but
Ukrainian authorities im-
mediately opened an in-
vestigation. No fighting
has been reported recent-
ly in the Kyiv area.
Ukraine’s State
Emergency Service said
that 17 people were killed

in the crash, including
nine people who were
aboard the helicopter and
four children who pre-
sumably were on the
ground.

It said 25 people have
been injured, including 11
children. Early official re-

ports gave slightly differ-
ent casualty figures, in-
cluding a higher death
toll. Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy de-
scribed the crash as “a ter-
rible tragedy” on a “black
morning”. “The pain is
unspeakable,” he wrote on
Telegram.

British Home Secretary
Suella Braverman called
the 42-year-old
Monastyrskyi “a leading
light in supporting the
Ukrainian people during
Putin’s illegal invasion.”
She said she was “struck
by his determination, op-
timism and patriotism”.

Monastyrskyi’s deputy
Yevhen Yenin and State
Secretary of the Ministry
of Internal Affairs Yurii
Lubkovych were also
among those killed, ac-
cording to the chief of
Ukraine’s National Police.

HELICOPTER CRASH 

Ukraine interior minister, others killed 

A view of the scene where a helicopter crashed on civil
infrastructure in Brovary, on the outskirts of Kyiv, Ukraine,
Wednesday. 

Zurich, Jan 18 (AP):

US Treasury Secretary
Janet Yellen met
Wednesday with her
Chinese counterpart and
pledged an effort to manage
differences and “prevent
competition from becom-
ing anything ever near con-
flict” as the two nations try
to thaw relations. Yellen’s
first face-to-face meeting
with Vice Premier Liu He
in Zurich is the highest-
ranking contact between
the two countries since
their presidents agreed last
November to look for areas
of potential cooperation.
Liu, for his part, said he
was ready to work together
to seek common ground be-
tween China and the US.
“No matter how circum-
stances change, we should
always maintain dialogue

and exchanges,” he said. A
US Treasury readout of
their meeting says the two
agreed that the US and
China would cooperate
more on climate finance is-
sues and would both work
to support “developing
countries in their clean en-
ergy transitions.”

‘US, China officials agree
to climate finance work’

Janet Yellen

DDaavvooss,,  JJaann  1188  ((AAPP))::

The world is in a “sorry
state” because of myriad
“interlinked” challenges
including climate change and
Russia’s war in Ukraine that are
“piling up like cars in a chain
reaction crash,” the UN chief
said at the World Economic
Forum’s meeting Wednesday.
UN Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres delivered his gloomy
message on the second day of
the elite gathering of world
leaders and corporate execu-
tives in the Swiss ski resort of
Davos. Sessions took a grim
turn when news broke of a hel-
icopter crash in Ukraine that
killed 16 people, including
Ukraine’s interior minister and
other officials.

Forum President Borge
Brende requested 15 seconds
of silence and Ukrainian first
lady Olena Zelenska dabbed
teary eyes, calling it “another
very sad day,” then telling
attendees that “we can also
change this negative situation
for the better.”

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy was
scheduled to address the con-
clave by video link as the
Ukrainian delegation that
includes his wife pushes for
more aid, including weapons,
from international allies to
fight Russia. Speaking shortly
before Zelenskyy is German
Chancellor Olaf Scholz, who is
facing pressure to send tanks
to help Ukraine and is the only
leader to attend Davos from
the Group of 7 biggest
economies. Guterres said the
“gravest levels of geopolitical
division and mistrust in gener-

ations” are undermining
efforts to tackle global prob-
lems, which also include
widening inequality, a cost-of-
living crisis sparked by soaring
inflation and an energy crunch,
lingering effects of the COVID-
19 pandemic, supply-chain dis-
ruptions and more.

He singled out climate
change as an “existential chal-
lenge,” and said a global com-
mitment to limit the Earth’s
temperature rise to 1.5
degrees Celsius “is nearly
going up in smoke.”

Guterres, who has been one
of the most outspoken world
figures on climate change, ref-
erenced a recent study that
found scientists at Exxon Mobil
made remarkably accurate
predictions about the effects of
climate change as far back as
the 1970s, even as the compa-
ny publicly doubted that warm-
ing was real.

“We learned last week that
certain fossil fuel producers
were fully aware in the 1970s
that their core product was
baking our planet,” he said in
his speech. “Some in Big Oil
peddled the big lie.”

UN chief warns the
world is in a ‘sorry state’

Antonio Guterres 

Church of England refuses
to back same-sex marriage

Terrorist attack
on Pak forces
kills 4 soldiers

Karachi, Jan 18 (PTI): A
convoy of Pakistani secu-
rity forces came under at-
tack from terrorists
across the border with
Iran in the restive
Balochistan province on
Wednesday, killing four
soldiers in the latest inci-
dent of cross-border clash-
es.

Pakistan’s southwest-
ern Balochistan province
shares borders with
Afghanistan and Iran.

According to the Inter-
Services Public Relations
(ISPR), the Pakistan
Army’s media wing, the
security personnel were
killed during a “terrorist
activity” from across the
Pakistan-Iran border in
Balochistan’s Panjgur dis-
trict.

The firing took place in
Chukab sector near the
border where the soldiers
were patrolling along the
border, it said.



T he number and scale of
projects using and mak-

ing hydrogen, a gas that releas-
es energy when burned with-
out emitting carbon dioxide, is
rapidly growing. If its con-
struction goes to plan, a Euro
2.5 billion (GBP 2.18 billion) un-
dersea pipeline will convey
"green hydrogen" from Spain
to France from 2030. In the US,
some power stations are being
upgraded to allow hydrogen to
be blended with fossil gas, and
the Norwegian oil company
Equinor is teaming up with
Thermal SSE to build a 1,800
megawatt (MW) "blue hydro-
gen" power plant in Britain.
Meanwhile, China unveiled a
plan in March which includes
deploying 50,000 hydrogen ve-
hicles by 2025 and early
December saw the first hydro-
gen-fuelled tractors and fork-
lifts leave the assembly line at a
new plant in Guangdong
province.

Hydrogen is produced in
multiple ways. A colour spec-
trum is used to render it sim-
ple. "Grey" and "brown/black"
hydrogen come from fossil gas
(methane) and coal (brown or
black coal) respectively a
process that, for every tonne of
hydrogen, emits between ten
and 12 tonnes of CO2 for grey
hydrogen and 18 to 20 for
brown. "Blue" is the same
process except the carbon
dioxide is supposed to be cap-
tured and stored underground.
And "green" hydrogen is con-
ventionally defined as generat-
ed from splitting water into hy-
drogen and oxygen using re-
newable electricity. But only
0.04 per cent of hydrogen is
green, and blue hydrogen is

less than 1 per cent.
The rest is grey or brown,

most of which is used in oil re-
fineries and for manufactur-
ing ammonia and methanol.
It's an enormous industry
which emits more CO2 than all
of Britain and France com-
bined. It is widely hoped that a
silver lining of today's high
gas prices will be green hydro-
gen becoming a cost-competi-
tive alternative to dirty fuels in
boilers, shipping tankers and
steelworks furnaces.
Unfortunately, without elec-
tricity market reform, this op-
portunity is likely to be squan-
dered. And while the buzz
around the hydrogen economy
intensifies, a closer look sug-
gests the fuel is less a spear-
head for a green transition and
more the subject of an elabo-
rate bait-and-switch operation
by oil companies. Hydrogen's
true colours Green hydrogen
is essential for decarbonisa-
tion: to replace fossil fuels in
steelmaking, ammonia pro-
duction for fertilisers and pos-
sibly shipping and trucking
processes which are difficult
to electrify.

Some green hydrogen is
crosshatched with dirtier
hues. So it's not simply that in
its production a lot of energy
is wasted in the double trans-
formation from electricity to
gas and then fuel. But burning
hydrogen also emits nitrogen
oxides, air pollutants linked to
respiratory illnesses and acid
rain. If green hydrogen pro-
duction is scaled up to play a
significant economic role by
2050, its freshwater demand
will exceed one-quarter of
today's global annual con-
sumption, risking water
scarcity in some regions.
Above all, hydrogen is mean-
ingfully green only if the re-
newable energy that generates
it cannot be fed into the grid to
replace power from gas or coal
plants. Blue hydrogen relies on
a similar but much more
harmful trick of the light. For
hydrogen to be true blue, the
emissions must be captured
and securely stored.

In theory, carbon capture

and storage works but nearly
all plants use the captured car-
bon to pump more oil and
many have been shut down as
failures. Only a handful store
carbon indefinitely and even
these consume lots of energy
and capture only some of the
CO2, which can leak. Blue hy-
drogen's main source is
methane, a powerful green-
house gas that is notorious for
escaping drilling wells and
pipelines. Research suggests
that these issues make blue hy-
drogen worse for the climate
than fossil gas. In the EU, as in
many economies, electricity
pricing is based on the princi-
ple of marginal costs, which
means that the most expensive
source (typically fossil gas)
sets the wholesale power price.

During sunny or windy
spells, a glut of renewable en-
ergy generation can slash elec-
tricity prices, freeing them
from the grip of natural gas
prices for a few hours at a time.
This is often not enough to jus-
tify investments in the electrol-
ysers which produce green hy-
drogen. Green hydrogen won't
gain the necessary price ad-
vantage over blue hydrogen
and fossil gas until electricity
markets are restructured.
Meanwhile, the high price of
oil and gas has turbocharged
the industry's expansion. The
US government is exhorting
oil and fracking firms to "drill
baby drill". Britain's govern-
ment is to award more than 100
licenses to drill for oil and gas
and colossal new fossil fuel in-
vestments have been an-
nounced across the Middle
East and Africa.

In a few years when these
new sources come onstream,
and particularly if economic
growth continues to slow and
depress energy demand, gas
and oil will become cheaper
again until the next price
spike prompts new rounds of
investment, and the infernal
cycle continues. The owners of
newly-built wells, pipelines
and terminals will fight to de-
fend those assets and stall de-
carbonisation. Now fossil-fuel
firms are rebranding them-

selves as agents of "carbon
management." The aim is to
prevent their assets from get-
ting stranded by repurposing
them, presenting a largely fic-
tional substance, blue hydro-
gen, as a low-carbon "bridge"
to an unspecified green future.
Other sectors have joined the
oil-led coalition. As the engi-
neer Tom Baxter observes, gas
network operators and boiler
manufacturers see their sur-
vival in this ploy. Utilities are
similarly keen, as hydrogen's
inefficiencies allow them to
sell more power. Tackling this
stalling operation requires
public policy.

Governments will need to
regulate or tax carbon out of
the market while simultane-
ously ramping up renewables.
The approach to electricity
pricing also needs to shift, to
decouple the prices of electric-
ity generated from renewables
and fossil gas. The marginal
pricing system hugely benefits
renewable project owners,
since they profit from high
electricity prices and effective-
ly zero input costs. An alterna-
tive market structure would
set rewards for generators ac-
cording to their average costs
plus a slight surplus which
could be reinvested into de-
ploying more renewables and
other green technologies, pro-
viding consumers with cheap
electricity.

This can only be achieved
through a robustly regulated
market or by nationalising en-
ergy companies and setting
prices and production. These
interventions would give
green hydrogen a competitive
advantage over blue or grey
variants, one that could be fur-
thered with other subsidies,
such as tax credits on the
model of the US Inflation
Reduction Act. Above all, ener-
gy demand must be reduced to
ease upward pressure on price.
In any future energy system,
hydrogen will have a role. But
its expansion must be careful-
ly designed, to prevent the
promise of green hydrogen
disguising the risks of its blue
and grey cousins.
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Nervousness in BJP 
There is nervousness in

BJP due to loss of aasembly
election in Himachal
Prdesh and corporation
elections in Delhi and now
RBI had shown the red sig-
nal on OPS. As the congress
party gained the fruit of in-
dependence in the first two
or three parliament as well
as assembly  elections and
afterward started loosing
the ground and same is
going to happen with the
BJP as party had won two
elections continously. Now
the party can not won the
election on the old slogans.
Party will not be successful
in criticising the opposition
parties and rather have to
convince the voters about
their point of view. In
Himachal party could not
place the point of view on
OPS and same is going to
happen in Karnataka
where the Cong had de-
clared that Rs two thou-
sands will be paid to each
woman who is above eight-
een years. Media reports
are pouring in that Cong
party has upper hand in
Karnataka and if this pre-
diction comes true that it
will be very difficult for the
party for the other elections
which are to be held in this
year. Bank unions had al-
ready declared two days
strike on last week of this
month which will impact
the economy of the country
and such type of strikes
will continue during this
year. Recession is already
expected this year which
will adversely impact the
jobs and export as well as
new industries which will
delay the production due to
low demand in the market.
Trade deficit will increase
and ultimately impact the
GDP growth. Due to climate
change the growth of wheat
and other crops will be less
and country had already
imposed ban on wheat and
non basmati rice. Govt will
have to fight on the econom-
ic front as well as on the po-
litical arena.

Yash Pal Ralhan,
Jalandhar 

Curb imports 
from China

India’s export has signifi-
cantly slipped and import
from China has increased
manifold. China is a hostile
country that always keeps
India on tenterhooks.
Beijing still remains the
largest source of critical
imports for us. During the
freedom movement, we had
boycotted British products.
Here, we are doing just the
opposite — importing
Chinese products and giv-
ing it economic advantage.
Today’s wars are fought
with economic angle. We
have abysmally failed here.
India, despite having demo-
graphic advantage, remains
a poorly performing export-
ing country. We must, with-
out losing time, boost our
production in all fields.

BM Singh, Amritsar

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍
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30 flautists including blinds and kids led by young flute maestro Vivek Sonar along with Shikhar Naad Qureshi on drums rehearse for
an upcoming flute symphony as the part of 14th edition of Bansuri Utsav, at the steps of Marine Drive, Nariman Point, in Mumbai.

FLAUTISTS REHEARSE FOR BANSURI UTSAV

T here is one thing common among the Indian CEOs
of global IT giants: all of them completed their

higher education from a leading foreign university.
Such exposure decidedly put them into the big league
and the corollary is that the lack of a foreign degree is
as good as a disqualification for their fellow Indians. It
is in this context that the move to allow foreign univer-
sities to set up campuses in India assumes significance.
Of course, these universities will be free to fix their fees
as well as norms in terms of admissions in the sense
that the restrictions applicable to Indian universities
will not be binding on them. But it will provide more
Indian students with the opportunity to acquire qualifi-
cations that are in demand by the top companies of the
world. It is a pity that despite India’s legacy as the an-
cient seat of learning and claims of it being the
provider of knowledge to the rest of the world, not even
one Indian institution of higher learning finds a place
on the list of top 100 universities. Perhaps, as a consola-
tion point, three Indian universities have made it to the
list of the top 200: the Indian Institute of Sciences,
Bengaluru, followed by IITs of Bombay and Delhi.
Given the size and other attributes of the country, ac-
counting for one-sixth of humanity, this is indeed a du-
bious distinction. Contrast this to a country like the
United Arab Emirates with a history of just about half
a century, and much less in terms of its history of edu-
cation. The UAE today has at least three universities on
the QS World Universities Rankings list of the top 100
and as many as 20 in the top 200. QS reviews some 1,400
universities to produce its lists. Institutions are as-
sessed across six categories to effectively capture uni-
versity performance – including academic and employ-
er reputation, faculty/student ratio and research cita-
tions. The topmost consideration in the rankings is aca-
demic reputation, which accounts for 40 per cent of the
overall score. Academic reputation looks at the teach-
ing and research quality at the world’s universities.
According to QS, over 130,000 expert opinions are col-
lected from the higher education space, creating the
largest survey of academic opinion in the world. In
terms of employer reputation, QS assesses how institu-
tions prepare students for successful careers, and
which institutions provide the most competent, innova-
tive, and effective graduates. This is to address the con-
cerns of the prevailing job market, which revolves
around skills and knowledge of the students passing
out of the top institutions. Faculty-student ratio is an-
other key indicator, which recognises that a high num-
ber of academics per student reduces the teaching bur-
den and creates a more supportive student experience.
QS seeks to assess how institutions provide students
with meaningful access to lecturers and tutors. While
computing the score, citations per faculty is also an im-
portant factor. For this QS measures the quality of uni-
versity research with a citation per faculty metric, tak-
ing the total number of academic citations in papers
produced by a university in a five-year period. Also de-
ciding the rankings is the ratio of International stu-
dents and faculty in a particular institution. A highly
international university is seen to create a number of
benefits, demonstrating the ability to attract quality
students and staff from across the world, and it implies
a highly global outlook. Strong international institu-
tions are seen to provide a multinational environment,
building international sympathies and global aware-
ness. The decision to allow foreign universities to set
up campuses in India will allow Indian universities to
set up overseas campuses, which will be a big plus for
some of the more ambitious universities in the coun-
try. But academicians have opposed the UGC new GCC
proposals, saying that opening up of higher education
sector would affect the Indian universities as there
would be greater demand for admission in foreign uni-
versities. This view is typical of an isolationist ap-
proach, which has held back our institutions from up-
grading and updating themselves to the new realities of
an emerging world.

Dr Krishna Kumar Vepakomma

I t's significant to remember that 490 million people
in India, 31% of whom are kids and teenagers,

don't get enough vitamin D. All ages are affected, but in-
adequacies seem to be more prevalent in cities than in
rural regions, and more so in the north than in the
south, which is closer to the equator. Vitamin D defi-
ciency is more prevalent in India due to inadequate sun
exposure, the use of sunscreen, poor dietary practises,
and a decreased intake of foods enriched with vitamin
D. Foods high in vitamin D originate from animals, yet
the majority of Indians are vegetarians. Our modern
way of life is one of the primary causes of vitamin D
deficiency, according to scientists. Inflammation,au-
toimmune disease risk, heart health, and cognitive
function are a few other health-related factors that your
vitamin D status may affect. Lack of vitamin D-rich
items in your diet and inadequate sun exposure are
only two of the many causes that can result in vitamin
D deficiency. The inability of your kidneys to activate
vitamin D and your digestive tract's failure to absorb
the supplement properly are further potential causes.
Vitamin D, which is necessary for calcium absorption
and the maintenance of strong, healthy bones, is pro-
duced by the skin after exposure to ultraviolet B rays
from the sun.The few items that naturally contain vita-
min D should be included in your diet if you want to
benefit from it.This public health issue needs to be ad-
dressed with a multi-pronged approach that includes di-
etary diversity, exposure to sunlight, drinking fortified
milk, and using supplements as needed.According to
the Food and Safety Standards Authority, it is a well-es-
tablished practise to fortify popular and often eaten
foods with vitamin D, such as milk and edible
oil.Therefore, it is advised to use oral supplements for
the prevention, treatment, and maintenance of vitamin
D insufficiency.

Prevent Vitamin D Deficiency

Indian Universities need to break
out of Text Book Education

Green hydrogen: Why low-carbon fuels are
not benefiting from high fossil fuel prices

O ne of the ways of re-
ducing the con-

sumption of natural sand is
to utilise wastes as an alter-
native material. Recycling of
wastes could reduce the de-
mand for virgin natural re-
sources and help to dispose of
them effectively. The volumes
of wastes generated each
year in the country is alarm-
ingly increasing due to a rise
in the pollution. When it
comes to solid waste the
world produces nearly 2.0 bil-
lion tonnes of municipal
solid waste every year, which
is expected to grow to 3.4 bil-
lion tonnes by 2050.

The increasing price and
diminishing reserves of con-
struction sand encourage a
need to develop its sustain-
able and cost-effective re-
placement, helping the tran-
sition towards a circular
economy. Traditional con-
struction sand can be re-

placed by waste glass.Waste
glass is a derivative of natu-
ral sand and could potential-
ly show similar geotechnical
behaviour. Using crushed
waste glass as an alternative
to traditional sand would po-
tentially offer a double-duty
benefit by helping to address
the geo-environmental chal-
lenges of natural sand deple-
tion and disposal of ever-in-
creasing waste glass, togeth-
er.

Natural aggregates are
widely used in a range of ap-
plications. Presently, the con-
struction industry is the
biggest consumer of natural
resources in the world. It is a
common practice to crush
and screen the rock forma-
tions to different specifica-
tions, producing aggregates
suitable for different con-
struction applications. The
consumption of aggregates
is expected to increase at a

rate of 5% per annum in
India. Major sources of natu-
ral construction aggregates
include crushed stone, grav-
el, and sand.

In the country alone, near-
ly 300 million tonnes of ag-
gregates are extracted each
year, which is expected to fur-
ther increase in the coming
years. A key concern for sus-
tainable infrastructure con-
struction is the continuous
diminution of readily-avail-
able construction aggregates.
Environmentally, the extrac-
tion and logistics of aggre-
gates release carbon foot-
print, which is harmful to the
ecosystem.

Consequently, nowadays,
construction materials are
increasingly being evaluated
by their ecological footprint
Natural sand is a widely used
raw material and has become
the second-most widely con-
sumed natural resource on

planet Earth, after freshwa-
ter . It is estimated that be-
tween 32 and 50 billion
tonnes of sand and gravel are
extracted globally each year,
which is largely used in con-
struction.

As an example, the con-
struction of a medium-sized
house requires 200 tonnes of
sand; a hospital needs 3000
tonnes of sand, and each kilo-
metre of highway construc-
tion needs 30,000 tonnes of
sand. Studies show that sand
is currently being extracted
at a rate far greater than its
renewal. Indiscriminate min-
ing of sand could endanger
animal species and habitats,
harm aquatic life and cause
biodiversity loss. It could also
cause beach erosion, making
coastal communities vulnera-
ble to floods and causing loss
to the eco-tourism industry.

It is, therefore, necessary to
find ways to reduce the de-

mand for natural sand and to
look for sustainable and low-
carbon alternatives.In this
regard,research has proven
that the potential use of ever-
increasing waste glass as a
sustainable alternative to de-
pleting natural and manufac-
tured sand in geotechnical
construction is feasible. The
findings showed that the ge-
otechnical behaviour of
crushed waste glass is simi-
lar, or sometimes even supe-
rior, to traditional construc-
tion sands.

Overall, the crushed waste
glass could potentially serve
as an alternative and smart
geo-material, ultimately pro-
moting the recycling of
waste glass, reducing the bur-
den on landfill and conserv-
ing natural resources, all
helping the transition to-
wards a circular economy.
Vijaykumar H K, Raichur,

Karnataka

Recycling of waste glass needed in the country
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MeraTractor
New Delhi:Pune-based
startup MeraTractor,
which is a phygital mar-
ketplace catering to
farm mechanisation
products, has raised Rs 5
crore from investors.
With the latest Pre-
Series A funding round,
the startup has so far
raised Rs 7.25 crore. The
funding round was led
by Vibhor Sahare, CEO
& Co-founder of ANS
Commerce and ex-CEO
& Co-founder of
Gaadi.com, Real Time
Angel Fund and Digital
Futuristic Angels
Network, the company
said in a statement.

Price cut
New Delhi: Dr Reddy's
Laboratories on
Wednesday said it has
reduced the price of its
cardiovascular drug
Cidmus. The drug com-
prises combination of
sacubitril and valsar-
tan and is indicated for
heart failure patients.
"Following the price re-
duction, Cidmus will
be priced at Rs 29 for 50
mg (down from Rs
78.32); Rs 49 for 100 mg
(down from Rs 83.86);
Rs 79 for 200 mg (down
from Rs 96.71) per
tablet," the Hyderabad-
based drug maker said
in a statement.

Hindalco
New Delhi: Aditya
Birla Group's metals
flagship Hindalco
Industries plans to
raise up to Rs 700 crore
through issuance of
non-convertible deben-
tures. The debentures
will be redeemed at par
at the end of the 14
months from the date
of allotment. In a regu-
latory filing on
Wednesday, the compa-
ny said its capital rais-
ing committee has ap-
proved allotment of
70,000, which is 7.60 per
cent per annum, rated,
listed, unsecured, re-
deemable, Non-
Convertible
Debentures (NCDs) of
Rs 1,00,000 each.

Popeyes 
Chennai: Jubilant
Food Works Ltd, a food
services player, has
opened its first restau-
rant of the American
fried chicken brand,
Popeyes in the city, a top
official of the company
said on Wednesday. The
company inaugurated
its first restaurant in
Bengaluru, which was
followed by rapid ex-
pansion to 12 restau-
rants across the city in
less than a year. In
Chennai, the brand
would welcome guests
at its first restaurant
from January 20 on-
wards at the Phoenix
Marketcity Mall, the
company said in a BSE
filing.

Survey
Davos: Indians' trust in
the government and
business sector has
gone up, but declined
in media and NGOs, a
new survey showed on
Wednesday. As per the
annual Edelman Trust
Barometer report re-
leased here on the side-
lines of the World
Economic Forum
Annual Meeting 2023,
India continues to re-
main at the fourth
place on the index with
an average 73 per cent
trust in the govern-
ment, businesses,
NGOs and media.

Davos, Jan 18 (PTI): 

India is poised to take on
the global arena and move
from high-volume to high-
value products in the
pharma and med-tech sec-
tors, Union Health
Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya said on
Wednesday.

Addressing a round-
table discussion on oppor-
tunities in R&D and inno-
vation in life sciences at
the World Economic
Forum here, the minister
said the Government of
India is committed to pro-
moting Indian life sciences
as a globally competitive
sector to ensure the avail-
ability, accessibility and
affordability of drugs and
medical devices in domes-
tic and global markets.

"India is taking concert-
ed and coordinated efforts
on R&D and innovation in
the pharma-medtech sec-
tor to indigenously devel-
op cutting-edge products

and technologies," he
added.

Mandaviya said the
union government is pro-
moting an enabling
ecosystem for innovation
in the pharma-medtech
sector to become a leader
in drug discovery and in-
novative medical devices.

He said a large share of

global value capture --
nearly 40 per cent of a
market of USD 6.65 trillion
-- in the life sciences sector
lies in innovation-based
products.

Promoting drug discov-
ery and innovation will
unlock this value and also
enhance the industry's
contribution to the Indian

economy, with additional
USD 10-12 billion in ex-
ports every year, and cre-
ate a large pool of jobs to
enhance India's differenti-
ation vis a vis other devel-
oping economies.

The increased spending
on healthcare globally, the
increase in the size of the
Indian middle class, the
commitment to universal
healthcare and the atten-
tion to schemes such as
Ayushman Bharat -
Pradhan Mantri Jan
Arogya Yojana (PM-JAY)
and Pradhan Mantri
Bhartiya Jan Aushadhi
Pariyojana (PMBJP) have
created a sustained de-
mand trajectory for phar-
ma and med-tech sectors,
he noted.

The demand for better
therapeutic outcomes,
trends in personalised di-
agnostics, in-home treat-
ment, wearables, telemedi-
cine etc have created scope
for differentiated products
and service offerings.

New Delhi, Jan 18 (PTI): 

The government on
Wednesday said that it has
set a coal production tar-
get of more than one bil-
lion tonnes (BT) for the
next financial year.

Of the said target, state-
owned CIL has been given
the task to produce 780 MT
of coal, followed by 75 MT
for Singareni Collieries
Company Ltd (SCCL) and
162 MT for captive and
commercial mines.

"The ministry of coal
targets to produce more
than one billion tonne coal
during the year 2023-24,"
the coal ministry said in a
statement.

In a bid to achieve this
aim, in-depth review has
been carried out by coal
secretary Amrit Lal
Meena with all coal com-
panies.

A total of 290 mines are
operational in Coal India
Ltd (CIL) out of which 97
mines produce more than

one MT per year.
For all 97 such coal

mines, issues of land ac-
quisition, forest clearance,
environment clearance,
rail connectivity and road
connectivity have been
discussed and timelines
fixed.

With continued effort of
coal companies, out of 97
coal mines, there are no
pending issues in 56
mines. Only 41 mines have
61 issues, for which contin-
ued co-ordination and
monitoring is being car-
ried out by top manage-
ment of coal companies
with concerned state gov-
ernment authorities and
the central ministries.

CIL produced 622 MT of
coal during FY22 and 513
MT have been produced so
far in the current financial
year. It is expected that CIL
will surpass the target of
700 MT fixed for current
fiscal and accordingly will
achieve 780 MT for the
year 2023-24. CIL accounts
for over 80 per cent of do-
mestic coal production.

‘India targeting global arena
with high value pharma’

Visitors at the Hyundai pavilion 
during the Auto Expo 2023, in

Greater Noida, Wednesday.

Health Minister Mansukh Mandaviya and Bharti Enterprises
Chairman Sunil Mittal at a breakfast session organised by CII and
EY on sidelines of the World Economic Forum Annual Meeting
2023 in Davos.

India’s coal production
target at more than one

billion tonnes
For FY24

Mumbai, Jan 18: 

Nuvoco Vistas Corp Ltd,
India's fifth-largest cement
company and the largest
cement player in the East,
in terms of capacity has
launched the Nuvo Mason
- a Masonry Skill
Development Program in
Rajasthan and
Chhattisgarh as part of its
Corporate Social
Responsibility initiative to
benefit the unorganised
masonry sector.

Nuvoco has engaged
LearNet Skills as an imple-
mentation partner.
LearNet is one of the
country's leading
providers of vocational
training programs. With
this program, Nuvoco in-
tends to provide short-
term skills development
opportunities for youth
and unorganized construc-
tion sector workers
aligned with the National
Skills Qualification
Framework (NSQF). Upon
successful completion of
the program, the National
Skill Development
Corporation (NSDC) will
certify participants.

Lucknow, Jan 18 (PTI): 

The upcoming Global
Investors Summit will
play a key role in not just
having a huge impact on
the Uttar Pradesh econo-
my but on India's growth
as well, state Urban
Development and Energy
Minister AK Sharma has
said.

The state minister said
that "foreign investment
was necessary for the
economy, and the
Investors Summit will pro-
vide the right plank for it".

"Uttar Pradesh is a fast
developing state, our PM
Narendra Modi has been
talking about making it a
1-trillion economy, and the
upcoming Global
Investors Summit will
play a huge role in that,"
Sharma told PTI on

Tuesday. If we want to in-
crease our GDP by four
times then the foreign in-
vestment is necessary, and
for that, sectors like
Infrastructure, Industries,
Mining, Agriculture, etc.
will play crucial roles, he
added.

"In a state like Uttar
Pradesh, value addition is

necessary for all the sec-
tors, including Agro
Processing industries.
And that would be possible
only when there is an in-
dustrial investment.

"The upcoming
Investors Summit will pro-
vide a plank for invest-
ment in the state, and it is
a right step taken in the

right direction by our
Honourable Chief
Minister. Our state con-
tributes 8 per cent to the
GDP of the nation, so
when UP will grow, ulti-
mately the nation will
grow," said the minister.

Sharma said that such
summits help to improve
and update our system
and policies etc.

"In the last few months,
a new economic policy
was announced, also a
new solar policy was an-
nounced along with a new
bio-fuel policy. Also, we
make our policies flexible
so that Global investors
are attracted to the state. I
hope this Summit will
have a huge impact not
just on the economy of the
state but on the economy
of the country as well," he
said

‘Investors Summit will have a
huge impact on UP economy’

Mumbai, Jan 18: 

Bank of India, a leading
Public Sector Bank posted
a rise by 20% sequentially
in Net Profit at Rs.
1151crore in the quarter
ended December 31, 2022
(Q3FY23), driven by a
steady rise in operating
margins8% sequentially.

Bank has demonstrated
significant improvement
in various important pa-
rameters during the third
quarter. Operating Profit
has jumped to
Rs.3,652croreup by 74%
YoY and by 8% sequential-
ly. The Return on Assets
(RoA) stood at 55 bps. The
NIM% is reported at
3.28%, driven by the
Domestic NIM% of 3.72%.
The growth in profitabili-

ty is mainly contributed
by the growth in
Advances, more particu-
larly on the growth in
RAM and corporate seg-
ments.

With better credit off
take, considerable growth
is witnessed in NIM%,
which stood at 3.28%
thereby improved by 101
bps YoY. NII stood at
Rs.5,596crore up by 64%
YoY and 10% sequentially.
Yield on Advances at
7.67%, increased by 46 bps
sequentially and 65 bps
YoY. RAM Advances grew
by 13.24% on YoY basis
and it constitutes 54.14%
of Gross Advances. CASA
deposits domestic in-
creased by 3.70% on YoY
basis and the domestic

CASA% is reported at
44.56% on Aggregate
Deposits.

On the recovery front,
bank took several steps
which has brought down
Gross NPA% to 7.66% with
a significant decline by280
bps on YoY basis and also
reduced the Gross NPA on
absolute number by
Rs.6,875 crore on YoY
basis. The Net NPA% has
also declined and touched
to 1.61%,down by 105 bps
on YoY basis. Slippage
Ratio stood at 0.27% de-
clined by 20 bps YoY. Both
the Gross NPA and Net
NPA have reduced on ab-
solute and percentage
basis on YoY and QoQ
basis. Cost to Income Ratio
(Global) improved on se-
quential basis to 48.03%
(as on 31.12.2022) as
against 48.10% (as on
30.09.2022) and 60.03% (as
on 31.12.2021).

Bank of India posted impressive
growth in Net Profit

Both annually 
and sequentially 

Uttar Pradesh Energy Minister AK Sharma addresses at UP Global
Investors Summit's roadshow, in New Delhi.

Nuvoco offers 
certified masonry

skill training

MOU SIGNING 

Olympic athlete Abhinav Bindra with Rajasthan Sports Council President Krishna
Poonia during a press conference for MoU signing with Abhinav Bindra Foundation
Trust, in Jaipur, Wednesday.

New Delhi, Jan 18:  

Glenmark Pharmaceut-
icals Ltd. (Glenmark), an
innovation-driven, global
pharmaceutical company,
launched the sacubitril +
valsartan tablets in India,
for the treatment of heart
failure. Marketed under
the brand name ‘Sacu V™’,
it must be taken twice
daily under doctor’s pre-
scription. Its approved in-
dication is to reduce the
risk of cardiovascular re-
lated deaths and hospitali-
sations for patients with
chronic heart failure
(NYHA class II-IV) with re-
duced ejection fraction
(HFrEF). On the occasion
of this launch, Alok Malik,
EVP & Business Head -
India Formulations,

G l e n m a r k
Pharmaceuticals Ltd.,
said, “Heart failure is
growing in India at an
alarming rate; its preva-
lence is about 1% and af-
fects around 8-10 million
individuals1,2.

With the launch of Sacu
V™, we are proud to bring
to the patients an advanced
and affordable treatment
option, which has been
shown to reduce the risk of
cardiovascular death or
heart failure hospitalisa-
tion and to improve symp-
toms associated with heart
failure with reduced ejec-
tion fraction (HFrEF) 3.”
The sacubitril-valsartan
combination belongs to the
class ARNI (Angiotensin
receptor neprilysin in-
hibitor).

Heart failure treatment
becomes more affordable

with Glenmark New Delhi, Jan 18: 

TECNO, an innovative technol-
ogy brand announces the
India launch of PHANTOM X2
Pro 5G, featuring the world’s
first retractable portrait lens.
The PHANTOM X2 Pro 5G is an
enhanced version of PHAN-
TOM X2 5G launched early
this month. While the latter
was launched at INR 39,999,
the Pro variant is being
launched at INR 49,999.
Launched globally last month,
the introduction of the PHAN-
TOM X2 series marks the
brand’s entry into the premi-
um smartphone segment. The
smartphone’s pre-booking
begins today and its first-ever
sale would begin on 24th
January 2023. Consumers can
buy PHANTOM X2 Pro 5G from
Amazon and retail touch-
points.
Keeping its segment-first
approach intact, PHANTOM

X2 Pro 5G possess many firsts
of the segment such as, the
World’s first retractable por-
trait lens for pure optical
bokeh; the world’s first
MediaTek Dimensity 9000 5G
chipset based on 4-nanometer
fabrication and the world’s
first moon-crated inspired
camera design. The PHAN-
TOM X2 Pro 5G variant also
boasts of sustainability with
the World’s First Renewable
Fiber Back Cover in the Mars
Orange variant, which is made
from plastic bottles found in
the Indian Ocean and has a
38% lower carbon emission.
Commenting on the new
entrant of its flagship series,
Arijeet Talapatra, CEO, TECNO
Mobile India, said, “The pre-
mium segment, above 30K, is
witnessing significant growth
since 2022 and recorded its
highest-ever growth rate of
12% for the period Jan to Nov
22 Vs 21." 

TECNO introduces world’s
first retractable portrait lens 

Mumbai, Jan 18: 

The Advertising Standards
Council of India (ASCI)
released a comprehensive
report on advertising in the
education technology sector
(EdTech) and the impact it has
on parents and students. The
report aims to decode the
challenges and opportunities
for EdTech sector advertising.
The report also identifies
ways in which the sector can
shape a more responsible nar-
rative, and move away from
opportunistic advertising
which many consider prob-

lematic.
EdTech as a sector holds
immense promise in being
able to address the infrastruc-
tural and learning challenges
in India, hence it is critical
that the advertising of the
sector does not undermine its
potential. The study, done
with the active participation
of both industry and non-
industry stakeholders identi-
fies opportunities and chal-
lenges and proposes a frame-
work that could guide adver-
tisers to more balanced adver-
tising.
The EdNext study was under-
taken by ASCI with Sprint
Studio.ai as the research part-
ner and UNICEF as the knowl-
edge partner. 

ASCI’s EdNext study lays down a 
progressive and responsible approach 

To advertising for
the EdTech industry

Davos, Jan 18 (PTI): 

Tata group chief N
Chandrasekaran on
Wednesday said India has
gone through a major atti-
tude transition in the recent
years and is now in a position
to take the lead in bringing
resilience back to the global
economy.

Speaking at a session on
'India's road to a USD 10 tril-
lion economy' here at the
World Economic Forum
Annual Meeting 2023, he also
said the country has mas-
tered the art of leveraging
technology. Tata Sons
Chairman further said India
produces the largest number
of graduates, which is just
one of the several factors put-

ting the country in an advan-
tageous position. "The coun-
try has gone through an atti-
tude transition and it was at
its best show during the
Covid pandemic, when we
saw our own vaccines getting
manufactured in India. The
digital transition we saw has

also been phenomenal," he
added. "For me, the three
most important things are
growth, growth and growth.
The world needs resilience
and India is in a position to
take the lead, including on
supply chain frameworks,"
the Tata group chief said.

New Delhi, Jan 18 (PTI): 

Ahead of the Budget ses-
sion of Parliament, the fi-
nance ministry has sought
expenditure proposals for
the second and final batch
of Supplementary
Demands for Grants from
various ministries and de-
partments. The final batch
of Supplementary
Demands for Grants for
2022-23 is proposed to be
placed before Parliament in
the ensuing session, the
ministry said in an office
memorandum. The two-

part Budget session of
Parliament will commence
on January 31 and the final
Supplementary Demands
for Grants is likely to be
presented in the second leg
of the session. The cases
that would be eligible to be
incorporated under such
demands include those
where advances from the
Contingency Fund of India
have been granted. Besides,
payments against court de-
cree would be included as
well as cases where the fi-
nance ministry has specifi-
cally advised moving the
supplementary demand in
the winter session, the
memorandum said.

‘World needs resilience and India can take lead’

Union Minister Smriti Irani, Tata Sons Chairperson N
Chandrasekaran and others at CII-Deloitte breakfast session on
sidelines of World Economic Forum Annual Meeting 2023, in
Davos, Wednesday. 

Finance Ministry seeks
expenditure proposals

For final supplementary
demands for grants



‘My journey
towards 

television 
industry was 
not a hardship’ 
Star Bharat is prepared to captivate its

audience with an exciting new show
that will air on 23rd January 2023. The

serial will be produced under the banner of
Film Farm Productions. Kajal Chauhan who
will be seen playing the lead role in the seri-
al portraying the character of ‘Gaura’. It’s
her first show as a lead actor although she
has been part of many serials. Kajal is
working in the industry for a while now
and speaking about the same, Kajal
Chauhan sharing her experience of getting
into television Industry talks about her

share of struggle and hard work throughout
these years.

She says “When I travelled to Mumbai in
order to pursue my career in acting, I didn't ex-

perience much struggle to get by because I
never ran into any issues with accommodation,

food, or anything else, unlike other people who came
to Mumbai to pursue acting careers. Despite the fact
that I put in a lot of effort and went to a lot of audi-
tions in order to prove myself as I kept dreaming to
be successful and raise my parents' heads up high
with pride. In order to fulfill my dream, I kept giving
auditions and kept working hard to get the best. My
parents' support and blessings kept me going and
henceforth I never experienced the kind of hard-
ship that other people would have, but I'll still de-
scribe my journey as hard work. Speaking about
the current project ‘Meri Saas Bhoot Hai’ I feel I am
so blessed to get the offer to work in this serial with
a great actor like Sushmita Mukherjee. Also, I am
learning many things from her, where I am trying
to develop much of my acting skills and overall, it’s
a different experience to learn from her. The story
has a unique plot with ample number of humorous
elements and I am confident the serial will give the
audience the best visual treat.”

ACROSS
1. Artist ____ Picasso
6. Land parcel
10. Medicine portion
14. Foreigner
15. Get lost!
16. Ancient Peruvian
17. What a priest hears
19. Darling
20. ____ the waters
21. Portable shelter
22. Growl

23. Create lace
24. Ladybugs, e.g.
26. Jewish cleric
30. Strainer
32. Kenya's continent
34. Unnecessary
39. Most important
40. Howard ____ of radio
42. Hawaiian island
43. "Alien Vs. ____"
45. Walk cautiously
47. Vegetarians' taboos

49. Birds' abodes
50. Opposite of western
54. Poetic twilight
56. Discolored spot
57. Risk
59. Platter
63. Ditty
64. Lingering flavor
66. Chip in
67. Steamy appliance
68. Beer mug
69. 365 days
70. European capital
71. Gazes

DOWN
1. Treaty
2. Burn balm
3. Storage containers
4. Remaining
5. Dollar bill
6. Desirable qualities
7. Goatee locale
8. Ale-like soft drink (2 wds.)
9. Age
10. Common contraction
11. Laker Shaquille ____
12. Startle
13. English noblemen
18. Amtrak terminal (abbr.)
22. Grain
23. Nervous twitch
25. Occasion
26. Freeway exit
27. Not nearby
28. French cheese
29. Predicament

31. Inactive
33. Daisy's kin
35. Easy stride
36. Chows down
37. Fired a gun
38. Takes legal action
41. Back and forth (hyph.)
44. Hymnal word
46. Country hotel
48. Tranquil
50. Composition
51. Make up for
52. Mr. Claus
53. Golfer ____ Woods
55. Always, in poems
58. Tiny particle
59. Palm fruit
60. "____ dead people!" (2 wds.)
61. Recipe direction
62. Female birds
64. ____ conditioner
65. Chef's measure (Abbr.)
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Yash Raj Films’
Pathaan promises
to be a never seen

before a visual spectacle
which is why it has be-
come one of the most an-
ticipated Hindi films to
release worldwide in a
long, long time. Producer
Aditya Chopra and direc-
tor Siddharth Anand
have not left any stone un-
turned to ensure that
Pathaan is the grandest
theatrical experience for
audiences globally by
filming never seen before
action sequences that will
blow our minds. We now
have confirmed informa-
tion that Pathaan is the
first Indian film to be shot
at the frozen Lake Baikal
in Siberia!

Siddharth says, “We
have ensured that we take
the action in Pathaan sev-
eral notches above what
Indian audiences have
seen in theatres. In fact,

we have only shot action
sequences that have
never been attempted by
any Indian film so far.
Pathaan promises to de-
liver the best visual spec-
tacle for people and we
have shot a high speed
bike chase sequence on
the stunning frozen Lake
Baikal in Siberia!”

He adds, “Every equip-
ment needed to shoot this
high risk sequence had to

be shipped from Moscow
which is almost about
2000 kilometres away
from where we were
shooting! So, this was a
huge task which the pro-
duction very smoothly
handled. We ended up
shooting the most visual-
ly stunning chase se-
quence on frozen ice and
biting cold and I hope this
sequence will make peo-
ple jump off their seats

because we are truly very
happy with how it has
shaped up.”

Pathaan is part of
Aditya Chopra’s ambi-
tious spy universe and
has the biggest superstars
of the country Shah Rukh
Khan, Deepika Padukone
and John Abraham in it.
YRF’s adrenaline pump-
ing film, Pathaan, is set to
release on Jan 25, 2023 in
Hindi, Tamil and Telugu.

Pathaan is first Hindi film to be
shot at the frozen Lake Baikal 

Sanjay Bhatt and
Anju Bhatt, resi-
dents of Jaipur,

Rajasthan, have now
brought a new OTT Aap
Mask TV for the people of
Rajasthan, which is com-
pletely desi. First through
sponsored program
Gudgudi for Jaipur
Doordarshan and
Madhya Pradesh
Bhopal Doordarshan
and then through
many top rated
prime time
shows of many
regional and DD
National net-
works.Title song of
OTT Channel for
the first time -
Anju Bhatt has
demonstrated her
versatility by
writing, composing and
singing. She was born in
Jaipur and has been a
meritorious student, col-
lege, university topper
from all over Rajasthan,
Anju M was the student
union president of
Maharani College Jaipur.
.phil I am also first and net
qualified. Anju from
Mumbai since 25 years
has won hundreds of

prizes as a poetess, poet-
ess, debater and is also
trained in German lan-
guage.Priyanka Chahar
Chowdhary, the heroine of
the Bollywood film
“Burhan Hero Ya Villain”,
which will be shown on
Mask TV on January 26, is
also from Jaipur,
Rajasthan.Priyanka will
be seen as Burhan's girl-
friend in Chahar

Chowdhary's film
"Burhan Hero Ya Villain".
The way Mask TV OTT
encourages young artists,
young directors, if posi-
tive initiative is taken by
the government of
Rajasthan in the near fu-
ture, it can establish its
own studio and play its
role in improving the em-
ployment and art skills of
the youth. .

On the auspicious occa-
sion of ‘Makar

Sankranti’ in Gorakhpur,
Padmashri Sonu Nigam’s I
Believe Music along with
Global Music Junction –
the digital entertainment
arm of JetSynthesys
launched the music video
of Shri Hanuman Chalisa.
The launch took place at
the ‘Gorakhpur Mahotsav
2023’, in the presence of
Hon. CM Yogi Adityanath.
The event witnessed a
huge footfall of over 50,000
people from in and around
the city. With this music
video featuring Sonu
Nigam, the audience gets
to experience a new ver-
sion of the devotional
hymn praising Hanumanji
with unique video effects.
Due to its wide accessibili-
ty on every leading OTT
and social media platform,
the video is all set to at-
tract both young and old
audiences of the country.
Releasing simultaneously
on 50+ YouTube channels,
making it the first ever in
the history of a music
asset launch.

Sonu Nigam 
launches

‘Gorakhpur
Mahotsav 2023’ 

Sports platform
Khiladix.com an-
nounces its part-

nership with Abu
Dhabi Knight Riders as
the team’s Principal
Sponsor for the DPW
ILT20 competition in
UAE. As part of the
partnership, jerseys of
all team players of the
Abu Dhabi Knight
Riders will now bear the
Khiladix.com branding on
both sides. The partner-
ship with Abu Dhabi
Knight Riders will further
brand presence, aware-
ness and recall for
Khiladix.com.

Building itself as a pre-
mium sports platform,
Khiladix.com aims to be-
come the destination for
all thing’s sports. The part-
nership with Abu Dhabi
Knight Riders will provide
widespread visibility for
Khiladix.com through
logo presence across all
branding opportunities
apart from the jersey
branding. The partnership
marks Khiladix.com’s

debut association with a
cricket league, globally.

Speaking on the associa-
tion, a Khiladix.com
spokesperson said, “We
are excited on this maiden
association with Abu
Dhabi Knight Riders. The
partnership will help us
reach out to our target
group and engage with
them proactively. We are
certain that the inaugural
season of International
League T20 competition in
UAE has a lot in store and
we look forward to lever-
aging the enthusiasm to
strengthen our brand
proposition along with our
partner Abu Dhabi Knight
Riders”.

Anju Bhatt sings a song for Mask TV

‘Avaidh’, an anthology of 8 love stories with a twist! 

WATCHO, one
of the fastest-
growing OTT

platforms from Dish
TV India Limited,
India's leading content
distribution company,
begins the new year
with an original web
series “Avaidh” based
on illicit relationships
inspired by true-life in-
cidents. Avaidh is an
anthology of eight dif-
ferent stories centered
on the theme of illicit

relationships, each
with unexpected end-
ings that will keep
viewers hooked to
their seats. The web se-
ries premiered on 13th
January on WATCHO
Exclusives.

Avaidh comprises
the tales of sexual ex-
ploitation at the work-
place, a love triangle
within a family affect-
ing the couple’s lives, a
story of a struggling
actress’s relationship

facing social complica-
tions, a one-night
stand, and a love affair
between a teenager
and a middle-aged
man. Avaidh is all
about the intricacies of
relationships and the
unfolding of story-
lines, and the repercus-
sions of the decisions.
Avaidh is a riveting an-
thology that will leave
viewers thinking
about what is right and
wrong.

Khiladix.com adds the X
Factor for Abu Dhabi

Knight Riders

Hailing from a small
city like Alwar in
Rajasthan to in-

venting cutting-edge
healthcare technology
that has the potential to
go global, the journey of
second-time entrepreneur
Arun Aggarwal, the
founder of Janitri, has
been nothing short of ex-
traordinary. Making an
exemplary demonstration
of his dedication to
India's healthcare indus-
try, he impressed every-
one on the sets of Shark
Tank India 2 with his
ground-breaking inven-
tion that aims to revolu-
tionise the maternity
healthcare industry.

With the aim to find his
feet in the healthcare sec-
tor, Arun spent countless

days in hospitals, consult-
ing with medical profes-
sionals and patients be-
fore coming up with a
mind-blowing innovation
– a patented device for re-
mote fetal-maternal moni-
toring. Through Janitri,
he aspires to provide a
trouble-free experience to
expectant mothers, en-

abling them to take better
care of their infants. With
an ask of Rs 1 crore in ex-
change for 2.5% equity,
the pitcher leaves Sharks
fighting with each other
to be a part of one of the
biggest innovations in
healthcare technology.
Which Shark’s offer will
Arun finally give a

thumbs up to? Tune in to
Shark Tank India 2 to find
out. Shark Tank India 2
brings back beloved
Sharks from the previous
season, including
Anupam Mittal (Founder
and CEO of Shaadi.com –
People Group), Aman
Gupta (Co-Founder and
CMO of boAt), Peyush
Bansal (Founder and CEO
of Lenskart.com), Namita
Thapar (Executive
Director of Emcure
Pharmaceuticals), and
Vineeta Singh (Co-
Founder and CEO of
SUGAR Cosmetics). This
season also introduces a
new Shark to the panel –
Amit Jain (CEO and Co-
founder of CarDekho
Group and
InsuranceDekho.com).

Janitri’s path-breaking innovation in Healthcare
Technology only on ‘Shark Tank India 2’
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Hyderabad, Jan 18 (PTI): 

Shubman Gill smashed a
coming-of-age double hun-
dred to power India to 349
for eight in the first ODI
against New Zealand here
on Wednesday.

Gill oozed class in his spe-
cial 208 off 149 balls and bat-
ted through the innings
with not much support from
the other end. Skipper Rohit
Sharma's 34 off 38 was the
second best score of the in-
nings. The 23-year-old, who
was touted as the next big
thing in Indian cricket ever
since he displayed his talent
in the 2018 U-19 World Cup,
hammered 19 fours and
nine sixes, six of them com-
ing after his 150. The double
century, his maiden, was
also his second successive
three digit score.

After India opted to bat, it
was a good contest between
the openers and New
Zealand pacers as the hosts
reached 52 for no loss in the
first 10 overs. The odd ball
was stopping, making
stroke making difficult.

Rohit once again prom-
ised a big hundred but flat-
tered to deceive. His sixes
off Henry Shipley, a lofted
drive over cover and a front
foot pick up shot over long
leg, stood out in his innings.

Lockie Ferguson was gen-
erating serious pace as
usual from one end but after
getting lucky with a mist-

imed pull in the fourth over,
Gill produced a crisp cover
drive to deny him a maiden
in his following over. Rohit's
aerial attempt off Blair
Tickner in the 13th over
ended his innings as he was
caught at mid-on by
Mitchell Santner. Usually a
wicket silences the Indian
crowd but following Rohit's
dismissal, the crowd wel-

comed superstar Virat
Kohli with a massive roar.
Having scoring three hun-
dred in his last four innings,
Kohli began with a crunchy
cover drive before being un-
done by a beauty from left-
arm spinner Mitchell
Santner. The ball pitch
around off stump and
turned just enough to clip
the bails, leaving Kohli in

disbelief. Ishan Kishan, who
was accommodated in the
middle-order after missing
out against Sri Lanka, too
did not last long as he edged
an angled delivery to wick-
etkeeper Tom Latham.

Suryakumar Yadav (31)
joined Gill and did what he
does best -- increase the
tempo of the innings. He hit
four boundaries in different
parts of the ground to as-
sert himself. At the other
end, Gill brought up his fifty
with a slog sweep off spin-
ner Michael Bracewell that
went all the way. The stylish
opener also got a life on 45
when Latham fluffed a
straight forward stumping
chance off Bracewell with
Gill expecting the ball to
turn. That was all the stroke
of luck that Gill had as he
did not look back from there
on. He unleashed his signa-
ture pull shot off the pacers
while using his feet against
the spinners. He pulled
Santner to get to 99 before
reaching his third ODI hun-

dred with a single. He re-
served his best shot for the
post century celebrations as
he whipped a full delivery
from Tickner between mid-
wicket and mid-on.

After Surya's departure,
Gill shared a 74-run stand
with Hardik Pandya (28),
who got out in a rather
bizarre fashion. After he
missed a cut shot complete-
ly off Santer, the bails came
off and New Zealand ap-
pealed for a bowled dis-
missal. Latham's gloves
could have dislodged the
bails but he himself wasn't
sure. The replays were not
conclusive but the third um-
pire ruled in favour of the
visitors. As India cruised to-
wards 300, Gill reached 150
with a six over deep mid-
wicket off Bracewell. After
that milestone, he went
berserk and reached the 200
with three huge sixes off
Ferguson in the 49th over.

His power hitting meant
India hammered 57 runs off
the last five overs.

Gill’s sensational double 
hundred powers India to 349/8 

India's
Shubman Gill
reacts as he
celebrates his
double-century
during the first
ODI cricket
match
between India
and New
Zealand at
Rajiv Gandhi
International
Cricket
Stadium, in
Hyderabad,
Wednesday.

HHyyddeerraabbaadd:: Shubman Gill on Wednesday became the fastest Indian
to complete 1000 runs in ODIs as he reached the mark in 19 innings,
surpassing the likes of Virat Kohli and Shikhar Dhawan. Gill, who
made his ODI debut in January 2019, also became the joint second-
fastest to 1000 runs in terms of innings alongside Imam Ul Haq of
Pakistan. Fakhar Zaman had crossed 1000 runs in 18 innings. Gill's
India teammates Kohli and Dhawan, who he has replaced in the
team, had completed 1000 runs in 24 innings. The 23-year-old
achieved the feat in the first ODI against New Zealand after getting
to his second straight ODI century.

Gill fastest Indian to complete 1000 ODI runs

New Delhi, Jan 18 (PTI): 

India's top sprinter Dutee
Chand has been provisionally
suspended after her 'A' sam-
ple returned positive for pro-
hibited anabolic steroids dur-
ing an out-of-competition
testing.
The report of the adverse
analytical finding, a copy of
which is in possession of PTI,
says Dutee has tested positive
for SARMS (Selective
Androgen Receptor
Modulators), a type of sup-
plement that helps increase
muscle mass and strength
and is also known to help
burn fat and improve stamina.
The urine sample of the ath-
lete showed traces of
'andarine', 'ostarine' and 'lig-
androl', which fall under the
SARMS category and are
banned under World Anti-
Doping Agency (WADA) rules.
In the letter issued to Dutee

on January 3, 2023, the
National Anti-Doping Agency
(NADA) said, "I do hereby
inform you that your sample
A was tested at the NDTL
(National Dope Testing
Laboratory) in accordance
with the procedure set out in
WADA's (World Anti-Doping
Agency) International
Standard of Laboratories and
was returned adverse analyti-
cal findings."
The sample was collected
out-of-competition on
December 5 last year at
Bhubaneswar. The 26-year-
old, who won the 100m and
200m silver medals at the
2018 Asian Games in Jakarta,
can now opt for a 'B' sample
test under WADA rules and if
that also returns an adverse
analytical finding (AAF), or
she cannot establish that the
anti-doping rule violation was
not intentional, she could be
banned for four years.

Dutee Chand tests positive
for prohibited substances,
provisionally suspended

Kohli back in
top-five in ODI

rankings
Dubai, Jan 18 (PTI): 

Back at his vintage best,
former India skipper Virat
Kohli, who scored two cen-
turies and scored 283 runs
in three matches against
Sri Lanka, jumped two
places to break into top-five
in the latest ICC ODI rank-
ings released on
Wednesday.

Kohli now has 750 points
and has second-placed
Rassie van der Dussen (766)
and third-placed Quinton
de Kock (759) in his sights,
while Pakistan skipper
Babar Azam remains way
out in front with 887 points.

Kohli has the opportuni-
ty to close the gap further in
the ongoing three-match
ODI series against New
Zealand.

Kohli's team-mates
Shubman Gill, Mohammed
Siraj and Kuldeep Yadav
have also moved up in rank-
ings. Gill, who hit his maid-
en ODI century in India to
complement his fifty dur-
ing the series, has moved up
10 spots to 26th. The young
Indian opener scored 207
runs at an average of 69.

Siraj, who emerged the
leading wicket-taker in
India's 3-0 series win
against Sri Lanka, climbed
15 spots to rise to third on
the list for ODI bowlers
with his nine scalps.

The performance helped
Siraj improve to a career-
best rating of 685 points
and close in on pace-setters
Trent Boult (730) and Josh
Hazlewood (727).

Dubai, Jan 18 (PTI) 

Former England Test
skipper Joe Root feels the
experience of playing in
India will be helpful when
his team starts its cam-
paign to defend the 50-over
World Cup in October-
November this year.

England won the World
Cup on home soil in 2019
and Root believes their
success in Indian condi-
tions will depend on how
well they play spin.

"It's (World Cup) a great
opportunity, great chance,
we have not experienced it
before. To defend our
world title is going be a
great chance for us," Root
told PTI on the sidelines of
the ILT20 tournament
here. "I think guys have
spent a lot of time in India

and understand those con-
ditions well. It will depend
on how we play spin con-
sistently; how we can play
in the limited number of
50-over games we have be-
fore the World Cup," said
Root, who averages more
than 50 (6,207 runs in 158
ODIs) so far. Root, howev-
er, is not part of the team
that is travelling to South

Africa for a three- match
ODI series. Root's form in
ODIs hasn't been that good
compared to his Test ex-
ploits. Since the 2019
World Cup, he has not hit a
century and has averaged
less than 30. He is a mem-
ber of the Dubai Capitals
team and believes playing
in ILT20 will make him a
better cricketer.

Experience of playing in Indian conditions
will help us defend World Cup: Root

Bhubaneswar, Jan 18 (PTI): 

The International
Hockey Federation (FIH)
might be considering rule
changes in penalty corner
drag-flicks in view of safe-
ty issues, but India's first
rusher Amit Rohidas is not
concerned about the risk
involved, saying he has no
fear of being hit by the ball.

FIH president Tayyab
Ikram said a few days ago
in Rourkela -- the World
Cup co-host city -- that the
world body was doing a
study on tweaking the
rules related to penalty cor-
ner hits to provide more
safety to defending players
as the high speed ball trav-
els in a crowded area.
Ikram had, however, made
it clear that the FIH was
not thinking of reducing

the speed of the ball from
the flick.

He said a solution could
be found by having one or
two more touches by the at-
tacking team before the
ball enters the circle, so
that rushers can have more
time to react.

Asked about the possible
rule changes, Rohidas said,
"I am not aware of what

the FIH president said. But
I have no fear of being hit
by the ball. It has never
come to my mind in the
matches I have played so
far. "I have been one of the
first rushers in the Indian
team. Whatever and when-
ever the team wants, I can
be the first rusher. I have
no issues," the 29-year-old
defender told PTI.

I don’t fear being hit by high-speed
balls from drag-flicks: Rohidas

Melbourne, Jan 18 (AP): 

Rafael Nadal bowed his
head during changeovers
and rested his elbows on his
knees, the very picture of
resignation.

What already was a poor
start to 2023, following a
year marred by all manner
of health issues, reached a
low point at the Australian
Open on Wednesday.

The defending champion
and No. 1 seed at Melbourne
Park, Nadal injured his left
hip and lost to Mackenzie
McDonald 6-4, 6-4, 7-5 in the
second round, abruptly end-
ing his bid for a record-ex-
tending 23rd Grand Slam
trophy. "It's a tough moment.
It's a tough day," said Nadal,
a 36-year-old Spaniard. "I
can't say that I am not de-
stroyed mentally at this mo-
ment, because I would be

lying." He pulled up awk-
wardly at the end of a point
late in the second set
against the 65th-ranked
McDonald. Nadal was visit-
ed by a trainer on the side-
line, then left the court for a
medical timeout.

Hampered by bad hip, Rafael
Nadal loses at Australian Open

Melbourne, Jan 18 (AP) 

Coco Gauff was twice a
point away from being
pushed to a third set by
Emma Raducanu at the
Australian Open but stead-
ied herself and went on to
a 6-3, 7-6 (4) victory on
Wednesday in the first
head-to-head meeting be-

tween two young stars of
tennis. "This was a long-

a n t i c i p a t e d
matchup," said the
seventh-seeded
Gauff, who was
the runner-up to
No. 1 Iga Swiatek

at the French Open
last June. "Basically

since the draw came
out." The 18-year-old

from Florida moved into
the third round at

Melbourne Park for the
first time since 2020. She is
the youngest seed in the
women's field. Raducanu,
a 20-year-old who repre-
sents Britain, has not
made it past the second
round at a Grand Slam
tournament since she won

the 2021 U.S. Open as a
teenager. That made her
the first qualifier to claim
a major trophy. Currently
ranked 77th, Raducanu
has been dealing with an
ankle injury. Yet she was
so close to extending this
match, holding a pair of
set points while ahead 5-4
in the second set. On the
first chance, Raducanu
sailed a backhand long. On
the second, she dumped an
attempted drop shot into
the net. That helped Gauff
hold serve there. More
miscues by Raducanu tilt-
ed the tiebreaker -- and the
match -- Gauff's way.

"I just told myself,"
Gauff said, "to hang in
there." 

Coco Gauff beats Emma Raducanu
in straight sets at Australian Open

MMeellbboouurrnnee:: No. 1 seed Iga Swiatek
eased into the third round of the
Australian Open on Wednesday as
she beat Camila Osorio of
Colombia 6-2, 6-3. In a match
played with the roof closed
because of rain, the Polish player
was broken when serving for the
match at 5-1 but sealed victory
two games later. The reigning
French Open and U.S. Open champion will now play either Bianca
Andreescu of Canada, the former U.S. Open champion, or Cristina
Bucsa of Spain. "I think it was much tougher than the score says,"
Swiatek said. " It was really intense physically. She didn't give me
many points for free. "It was tough but I am happy that I was con-
sistent in being proactive," she added. 

No. 1 Swiatek eases by Osorio into 
round three in Australia

Bhubaneswar, Jan 18 (PTI):

An unbeaten India will
seek to address their
penalty-corner woes to
post a big win against bot-
tom-placed debutants
Wales in their final pool
match and qualify direct-
ly for the quarter-finals of
the FIH Men's Hockey
World Cup here on
Thursday.

India and England are
on four points each after
two matches with the lat-
ter ahead on goal differ-
ence -- plus five as against
the hosts' plus two. India,

though, will have the ad-
vantage of knowing what
to do before their match
as they play after
England's game against
Spain on Thursday. If

England lose or draw
against Spain, there will
be no headache for India
as they just need to beat
Wales by any margin to
top Pool D -- considered

the group of death -- and
qualify directly for the
quarter-finals.

If England beat Spain,
then India will need to de-
feat Wales by at least five
goals. The number of
goals India need to score
will keep on increasing
depending on England's
victory margin.

If two teams are on
equal points and have the
same number of wins, the
rankings in the pool stage
are decided on the basis of
goal difference.

In any case, India will
not be knocked out of the

tournament as they will
finish second if they beat
Wales -- a task they are ex-
pected to accomplish. If
India finish second in Pool
D, they will play the third-
place team in Pool C,
which could be either New
Zealand or Malaysia in the
'crossover' round.

India had beaten Spain
2-0 before drawing
England 0-0, both matches
played at the new Birsa
Munda Stadium in
Rourkela. They are going
to play at the Kalinga
Stadium for the first time
in this World Cup.

India seek big win against Wales to qualify
directly for World Cup quarter-finals

Melbourne, Jan 18 (PTI) 

Former Australia pacer
Damien Fleming has
claimed his Test career
possibly ended after he did
not wear the baggy green
to the Wimbledon final in
2001, as the-then skipper
Steve Waugh expected
everyone to wear the icon-
ic cap.

Fleming, 52, who played
20 Tests, said the day be-
fore the Wimbledon final
between Australia's
Patrick Rafter and

Croatia's Goran
Ivanisevic, there were
huge celebrations in the
touring party's camp as
they had won the Ashes,
and the players "pro-
gressed through the alco-
hol". Fleming added that

in the celebratory mood,
the talk about wearing the
baggy green to the
Wimbledon final was prob-
ably missed and he along
with Shane Warne and
Mark Waugh turned up at
the team bus the next
morning without the cap.

"In the 2001 Ashes tour,
we finished a day early
and there was a washout
(at Wimbledon) so Patty
(Pat) Rafter and Goran
(Ivanisevic) played a day
later," Fleming told 'SEN
Cricket' on Wednesday.

Not wearing baggy green to Wimbledon 
probably ended Test career: Damien FlemingCape Town, Jan 18 (PTI) 

Indian women's hockey team
registered another big win
on the tour of South Africa,
crushing the hosts 7-0 in the
second match, with stalwart
Rani, returning after a long
injury lay-off, scoring her
second goal in the series.
Following their 5-1 win in the
tour opener, the FIH
Women's Nations Cup cham-
pions showed the same
intensity on Tuesday with
Udita opening the account in
the ninth minute.
The team led by goalkeeper
Savita put more pressure on

the hosts in the second quar-
ter with Vaishnavi Vithal
Phalke, who made her senior
international debut in the
opening match on Monday,
scoring the second goal in
the 22nd minute.
This was followed by a field
goal by experienced forward
and former captain Rani,
who last played nearly six
months back in the Pro
League.
India doubled their 3-0 lead
by the end of the second
quarter with Sangita Kumari,
Navneet Kaur and Vandana
Katariya scoring in the 25th,
26th and 27th minutes.

India women’s hockey team
crushes South Africa 7-0



New Delhi, Jan 18 (PTI): 

The Centre and the
Jharkhand government
have decided that the Jain
site of Sammed Shikharji
will remain a place of pil-
grimage and not be con-
verted into a tourism hub,
National Commission for
Minorities chairperson
Iqbal Singh Lalpura said
Wednesday.

He said the Commission
held a hearing on the mat-
ter on Tuesday where the
Jharkhand government
assured that it would issue
an official order soon.

"Regarding the issue of
Sammed Shikhar in
Jharkhand over which
the Jains were protesting,
the Centre and the
Jharkhand government
have decided that it will
remain a pilgrim place,"
Lalpura said at a press
conference here.

"Alcohol or meat will

not be allowed there. We
had intervened in the
matter and thank the
Centre and the
Jharkhand government
for heeding our recom-
mendation.

We had a hearing yes-
terday and it was decided
that it would not be
turned into a tourism
place and will remain a
religious place," he said.
The Jain community is at
peace now with this de-
cision, Lalpura added.

He said the authori-
ties concerned in
Jharkhand have been
advised to review the
government notification
to add the word
"holy/religious" so that
the sanctity of the area
can be maintained.

"We have recommend-
ed that the word 'tourist'
be replaced in the gov-
ernment order. In prin-
ciple, a decision has

been taken that this will
remain a place of pil-
grims and the word
'tourist' will be replaced
by another suitable word,"
Lalpura said. He said a
date of the next hearing
has been fixed, but if the
orders of the Jharkhand
government come, then
that will not be required.

This will resolve the
long-pending demand of
the Jain community,

Lalpura added. The
National Commission for
Minorities (NCM) had
said earlier that it re-
ceived various represen-
tations from the Jain
community regarding
the conversion of Jain
pilgrimage site Shri
Sammed Shikharji Hill
into an eco-tourism hub
by the Jharkhand govern-
ment and the central dis-
pensation.
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Children’s basic reading ability down
to pre-2012 levels, maths skills dips

to 2018 levels: ASER report
New Delhi, Jan 18 (PTI): 

The basic reading ability
of school students across
all classes has dropped to
pre-2012 levels while basic
maths skills have declined
to 2018 levels, according to
the Annual Status of
Education Report (ASER),
2022, released on
Wednesday. It showed that
the drops are visible in gov-
ernment as well as private
schools in most states and
for both boys and girls.

While the maximum
drop in reading abilities
has been seen in states such
as Kerala, Himachal
Pradesh and Haryana, the

drop in maths skills has
been seen in Tamil Nadu,
Mizoram and Haryana.
ASER is a nationwide, citi-
zen-led household survey
that provides a snapshot of
children's schooling and
learning in rural India.

The first ASER survey
was conducted in 2005 and
repeated for 10 years. ASER
2022 is the first field-based
"basic" nationwide ASER
after a gap of four years. It
comes at a time when chil-
dren are back in school
after an extended gap in
view of the COVID-19 pan-
demic. "Nationally, chil-
dren's basic reading ability
has dropped to pre-2012 lev-

els, reversing the slow im-
provement achieved in the
intervening years. Drops
are visible in both govern-
ment and private schools in
most states, and for both
boys and girls," it said.

The ASER reading test
assessed whether a child
can read letters, words, and
a simple paragraph at the
class 1 level of difficulty, or
a 'story' at the class 2 level of
difficulty. The test was ad-
ministered one on one to all
children in the age group of
five to 16 in sampled house-
holds. Each child was
marked at the highest level
that she or he can reach
comfortably.

CBI recovers additional Rs 36 lakh, 457 gm
gold coins from locker of retd Railway officer

New Delhi, Jan 18 (PTI): 

The CBI has recovered
an additional Rs 36 lakh
and 457 grams of gold coins
from the locker of retired
Railway officer Pramod
Kumar Jena in an ongoing
search operation in
Odisha, officials said on
Wednesday. The agency
had carried out searches at
the premises of Jena, a
1987-batch Indian Railway
Traffic Service officer who
retired in November last
year as principal chief
commercial manager in
East Coast Railways, for al-
legedly amassing assets
disproportionate to his
known sources of income.

The CBI searches at his

premises in Bhubaneswar,
Jagatsinghpur and Kolkata
followed an FIR against
him on January 3 for al-
legedly amassing illicit
assets, they said. "A cash
amount of Rs 1.57 crore
(approximately); postal
saving instruments/bank
FDs of Rs 3.33 crore (ap-
proximately); bank bal-
ance of Rs 1.51 crore (ap-
proximately); mutual
fund of Rs 47.75 lakh (ap-
proximately); gold bars,
gold biscuits/coins and
gold jewellery of 17 kg (ap-
proximate value of Rs. 9.5
crore) and documents re-
lated to immovable prop-
erties were found from
the bank locker/premises
of the accused and others,

including family mem-
bers/relatives," a CBI
spokesperson had said on
Tuesday.

Maha ATS now gets 15-day
extension to file charge sheet

against five PFI members
Mumbai, Jan 18 (PTI): 

A special court in
Mumbai on Wednesday
granted another extension,
this time of 15 days, to the
Maharashtra Anti-
Terrorism Squad (ATS) to
file its charge sheet in con-
nection with the arrest of
five members of the now-
banned Popular Front of
India (PFI) for alleged un-
lawful activities and wag-
ing war against the coun-
try. Last month, the court
had granted 30 days exten-
sion to the agency to file the
charge sheet.

But the probe agency had
sought another extension
of 15 days on the ground of

obtaining sanctions from
the state government. The
accused were booked on the
charges of engaging in un-
lawful activities, promoting
enmity among communi-
ties and waging a war
against the country. The
sanction from the authori-
ties concerned is required
to prosecute the accused.

Defence lawyers opposed
the ATS plea for another ex-
tension, saying that it was a
delaying tactic to keep the
accused in jail. They fur-
ther said that the personal
liberty of the accused is
getting hampered.
However, special judge A M
Patil, after perusal of the
application said that the in-

vestigating officer has
sought extension only on
the ground of getting a
sanction. He allowed the
plea considering that the
documents pertaining to
the sanction were submit-
ted to the 'mantralaya'
(state secretariat) on
January 3.

More than 100 func-
tionaries of the radical
Islamic outfit PFI and its af-
filiate groups were held in
raids across several states
in September for allegedly
indulging in unlawful ac-
tivities, including waging
war against the nation. The
central government subse-
quently imposed a ban on
the organisation.

New Delhi, Jan 18 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday permitted the
central government to file
additional submissions
seeking reference of the
Delhi-Centre power dispute
to a larger bench of nine
judges on the ground that
the "contours of federal-
ism" between the Union
and union territory (UT) re-
quired a re-look.

At the start of the fifth
day proceedings on the vex-
atious Centre-Delhi govern-
ment row over control of
services, Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta, appearing
for the Centre, urged a five-
judge Constitution bench
that he wanted to file an ad-
ditional note for reference
of the entire matter to a

larger bench for a re-look.
"Please permit me to file

a two-page note...My note
will also contain a prayer
for reference (of the case to
a larger bench). I have al-
ready filed an application
seeking reference," Mehta
said. "The issue of refer-
ence was never argued. We
are in rejoinder (hearing re-
joinder submissions). Mr
Singhvi (AM Singhvi for
Delhi government) would
have finished yesterday.
How can you argue refer-
ence now?" the CJI said
while responding to the re-
quest. Senior advocate A M
Singhvi, appearing for the
Aam Aadmi Party govern-
ment, vehemently opposed
the submission and termed
it "dilatory" which will
make the process "never

ending". "It will be anything
but dilatory. We are dealing
with the capital of the na-
tion. Therefore whether it
is done better today or to-
morrow hardly makes a dif-
ference. My learned friend
may be in a tremendous
hurry to do certain things.

"We are more on the fu-
ture course of action. We
may not be remembered in
history for having handed
over the national capital to
complete anarchy. I will just
put a two-page note," the so-
licitor general said.

The bench, at the outset,
said the issue of reference
was not argued during the
hearing on the services row.
"But a reference is needed. I
have already argued," the
law officer said, adding he
had mentioned the applica-

tion on the issue in
December last year.

"The reference is (sought)
on the ground that the con-
tours of federalism be-
tween the Union and a
union territory requires a
re-look. I am not repeating
anything. It is covered in
my arguments. I just need
to put a two-page note," he
insisted. Singhvi, on the
other hand, said that an
identical prayer was made
in the plea that was filed
seeking a review of the 2018
judgement of the
Constitution bench in the
case. "This will be hugely
dilatory. This bench has
spent considerable time,"
Singhvi added. The law offi-
cer vehemently opposed the
submissions of the Delhi
government.

"We will consider..No dif-
ficulty, you can circulate a
note. It is a question of law,"
the CJI told the solicitor
general while allowing his
submissions. Earlier in
December last year, the
Centre had filed an interim
application seeking refer-
ence of the Delhi govern-
ment-Centre dispute to a
larger bench of nine or
more judges.

The application filed by
the Centre had said it is
seeking reference of the ap-
peal to a larger bench of
this court for a "holistic in-
terpretation" of Article
239AA of the Constitution,
which is Central to the de-
termination of issues in-
volved herein. Article
239AA relates to the special
status of Delhi.

Treating sports as extracurricular activity
caused huge loss to country, says PM 

Basti (UP), Jan 18 (PTI): 

Treating sports merely
as an extracurricular ac-
tivity had caused a huge
loss to the country, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
said Wednesday while in-
augurating a sports event
where he also urged ath-
letes to include millets in
their diets. The pitch for
the coarse grain comes as
the world marks 2023 as
the International Year of
Millets.

The prime minister
said that at one time sport
was considered as a
means of passing time
and so the mentality that
games are not important
took root, as a result a lot
of talents kept away from
the playgrounds. But this
mentality is changing
now, he said. He also ad-
vised sportspersons to in-
clude yoga in their daily

life to stay fit. "Every
sportsperson knows how
important it is for him to
remain fit, and 'Fit India
Movement' has its role in
this. For fitness, all should
include yoga in their
lives...it will make them
healthy and also help keep
the mind alert," the prime
minister said after virtu-
ally inaugurating the sec-
ond phase of 'Saansad
Khel Mahakumbh 2022-23'
in Basti.

The first phase of the
competition was organ-
ised from December 10 to
16, 2022 and the second
phase which began on
Wednesday will continue
till January 28.
Underlining the impor-
tance of millets popularly
called 'mota anaj' (coarse
grain), the PM said that
"nutritious diet is also im-
portant for players, and
millets can play an impor-
tant role in this. On India's

request, 2023 has been de-
clared as the International
Year of Millets". Prime
Minister Modi, who also
watched the first event of
the competition 'kho-kho',
said the talents participat-
ing here exist in all parts
of the country and such an
event helps find out them.

The PM regretted that at
one time sports were con-
sidered as an extracurric-
ular activity, and this
caused a huge loss to the
country. "There was a time
when sports used to be
considered as an extracur-
ricular activity. They were
considered only a means
of passing time. The chil-
dren were also told the
same. Due to this, genera-
tion after generation, a
mindset developed in the
society that sports are not
so important. This mental-
ity has caused a huge loss
to the country," he said.
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Women personnel of Assam Rifles' march past during rehearsals for the Republic Day Parade 2023 at Kartavya
Path, in New Delhi, Wednesday.

PARADE REHEARSALS

Aspirants undergo thermal screening before entering examination centre to appear for the 'Agniveer' Air Force 
recruitment exam, in Kanpur, Wednesday.

AGNIVEER SCREENING

Prime Minister Narendra Modi during the inauguration of the
second phase of Saansad Khel Mahakumbh 2022-23, in Basti,
Uttar Pradesh, via video conferencing, in New Delhi, Wednesday.

SC permits Union to file submissions seeking 
reference of Delhi-Centre power row to larger bench

Centre, J’khand govt have decided not to convert
Sammed Shikharji into tourism hub: NCM chief



IED planted 
RRaajjoouurrii:: A suspected
improvised explosive
device (IED), planted in a
tiffin box, was seized in
Jammu and Kashmir's
Rajouri district on
Wednesday, a senior
police official said. Senior
Superintendent of Police,
Rajouri, Mohammad
Aslam said the object was
found from an open field
in the town's Kheora
locality in the afternoon. 

Naxal firing 
CChhaaiibbaassaa:: A woman was
injured after Naxals
belonging to the banned
People's Liberation Front
of India (PLFI) outfit
opened indiscriminate fire
on villagers in
Jharkhand's West
Singhbhum district, police
said on Wednesday.
Around a dozen PLFI
operatives reached Karika
village in Bandgaon area
on Tuesday night and
opened indiscriminate fire
on the villagers, injuring
the woman in the leg,
Superintendent of Police
Ashutosh Shekhar said.

BRIEF

A rare orange-coloured bat spotted
at the Kanger Valley National Park,

near Jagdalpur, Chhattisgarh.
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New Delhi, Jan 18 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court said
on Wednesday it will not re-
view its 2018 judgement on
passive euthanasia and
only make the guidelines
on "living will", an advance
medical directive on end of
life treatment, more work-
able.

The apex court's 2018
order on passive euthana-
sia wherein it recognised
the right to die with dignity
as a fundamental right and
an aspect of Article 21
(right to life) notwithstand-
ing, people wanting to get a
"living will" registered have
been facing problems due
to cumbersome guidelines.

A five-judge Constitution
bench headed by Justice K
M Joseph said during
Wednesday's hearing a clar-
ification by the court
should not lead to more
confusion.

"We will simply make it a
little bit more workable, we
can't be reviewing it. We
kept the matter in open
court. There is nothing to
be reserved. We cannot be
reopening the whole thing,"
the bench, also comprising
Justices Ajay Rastogi,
Aniruddha Bose,
Hrishikesh Roy and Justice
C T Ravikumar said.

Additional Solicitor
General K M Nataraj con-
tended the present proceed-

ings fall within a very nar-
row compass. "Everything
has already been laid down.
Whatever are the practical
difficulties that vacuum
has to be filled in," he said.

Senior advocate Arvind
P Datar, appearing for The
Indian Society for Critical
Care, told the court that he
has submitted a chart elab-
orating the areas which are
unworkable.

He said suggestions put
forth have been discussed
with doctors and there is a
complete report of the
Indian Council of Medical
Research.

The hearing remained
inconclusive and will re-
sume on Thursday.

New Delhi, Jan 18 (PTI): 

In a startling revelation, a
crying Vinesh Phogat on
Wednesday alleged that
Wresting Federation of India
(WFI) President and BJP MP
Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh
has been sexually exploiting
women wrestlers for many
years and sought the inter-
vention of Prime Minister
and Home Minister for his
removal.

Vinesh, a world champi-
onship medallist and
Olympian, also claimed that

several coaches at the nation-
al camp in Lucknow have

also exploited women
wrestlers, adding that there
are a few women at the camp
who approach wresters at
the behest of the WFI
President. The 28-year-old
though clarified that she her-
self has not faced such ex-
ploitation but claimed that
she had received death
threats at the behest of WFI
President from officials close
to him because she dared to
draw Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's attention to
several issues plaguing
Indian wrestling when she

met him after the Tokyo
Games. "I know at least 10-12
women wrestlers who have
told me about the sexual ex-
ploitation they faced at the
hands of (the) WFI
President. They told me their
stories. I can't take their

names now but I can definite-
ly reveal the names if we get
to meet the Prime Minister
and the Home Minister of
the country," Vinesh said ad-
dressing the media after
staging a four-hour dharna
at Jantar Mantar.

Sitting beside Vinesh,
Tokyo Olympics bronze
medallist Bajrang Punia said
the federation is being run in
an arbitrary manner and
they will not compete in any
international competition
unless the WFI President is
removed.

New Delhi, Jan 18 (PTI): 

The proportion of out-
of-school girls in India de-
clined to the lowest ever
rate of 2 per cent in 2022,
according to the Annual
Status of Education
Report (ASER) 2022 re-
leased on Wednesday.

The report also noted
that despite the overall de-
cline, three states --
Madhya Pradesh, Uttar
Pradesh and Chhattisgarh
-- were a cause of concern
with over 10 per cent girls
out of school.

The overall proportion
of out-of-school girls was

4.1 per cent in 2018 and 10.3
per cent in 2006. "This is
even more stark as nation-
ally now lesser number of
older girls in the 15 to 16
age group are out of
school. Cause of concern,
however, are the three
states, Madhya Pradesh,
Uttar Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh, which con-
tinue to have more than 10
per cent of these older age
group girls out of schools,"
the report said.

ASER is a nationwide,
citizen-led household sur-
vey that provides a snap-
shot of children's school-
ing and learning in rural
India. The first ASER sur-
vey was conducted in 2005
and repeated annually for

10 years. ASER 2022 is the
first field-based "basic"
survey after a gap of four
years. It also comes at a
time when children are
back in school after an ex-
tended period of school
closure in view of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

The latest study has sur-
veyed a total of 19,060 vil-
lages in rural India which
include 3,74,544 house-
holds and 6,99,597 children
in the age group 3 to 16
years. In 2006, the all-India
figure for the percentage
of girls in the age group of
11-14 who were out of
school stood at 10.3 per
cent, falling over the fol-
lowing decade to 4.1 per
cent in 2018.

New Delhi, Jan 18 (PTI) 

The Election
Commission on
Wednesday fixed February
16 as the date for the
Tripura Assembly polls
and February 27 for the
elections to the Nagalang
and Meghalaya assem-
blies, with the counting of
votes scheduled for March
2.

Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC)
Rajiv Kumar's announce-
ment at a press conference
here marked the official
start of the first round of
Assembly polls in the new
year, in which nine states
are headed for elections,
deemed crucial in the run-
up to the all-important
Lok Sabha contest in 2024.

The three poll-bound
northeastern states may
be small in terms of their
electoral size but hold larg-
er political significance.
While the BJP is pulling
out all the stops to retain
power in Tripura and ex-
pand its footprints in the
two other states, the
Congress and the Left are
trying to recapture their
lost influence. The

Mamata Banerjee-led
Trinamool Congress
(TMC) is also making a de-
termined bid to prove its
clout outside West Bengal
by contesting these polls.

The three state assem-
blies have a strength of 60
members each. While the
term of the Nagaland
Assembly ends on March
12, the terms of the
Meghalaya and Tripura
assemblies end on March
15 and March 22 respec-
tively.

New Delhi, Jan 18 (PTI): 

The Delhi High Court
has held the law does not
require at least one of a
pair to be an Indian citizen
for the purpose of regis-
tration of marriage under
the Special Marriage Act.

Justice Prathiba M
Singh allowed a Hindu
Canadian citizen holding
OCI card and a Christian
American citizen to regis-
ter their marriage here
under the special law
while noting that it said
"any two persons" and not
"citizens" can seek solem-
nization of their marriage
under the Act.

The couple had ap-
proached the high court
last year because, in spite
of being a resident of the
city for over six months,
they were unable to apply
online for registration of

their marriage as the web-
site required at least one
party to be an Indian citi-
zen. "A perusal of Section
4 of the Special Marriage
Act, 1953 leaves no doubt
that any two persons can
seek solemnization of
their marriage so long as
conditions therein are ful-
filled. Sub-Sections (a), (b),
(c) and (d) of Section 4 do
not make any reference to
citizens," the court said in
a recent order.

"The statute having
made a clear distinction
between 'any two persons'
in the initial part, in con-
tradistinction with 'citi-
zens' in Sub-Section (e) of
Section 4, it is clear that
the requirement of at least
one party being a citizen of
India is not required
under the Special
Marriage Act," ruled the
court.

Will make guidelines
on ‘living will’ more

workable, no review: SC

No need to be Indian to
register marriage under

special law: HC

WFI President has sexually exploited women wrestlers: Vinesh Phogat

Indian wrestler Vinesh Phogat
reacts during a press confer-

ence regarding wrestlers'
protest against the Wrestling
Federation of India (WFI), in

New Delhi, Wednesday.

I will not quit as WFI
President but I am ready
for investigation by CBI
or police:

Brij Bhushan
Sharan Singh.

ASER: Proportion of out-of-school
girls falls to record 2% in 2022

MP, UP, C’garh
areas of concern

Assembly polls in Tripura on February 16, 
in Nagaland and Meghalaya on February 27

Chief Election Commissioner
(CEC) Rajiv Kumar addresses

a press conference to
announce the assembly 

election schedule for Tripura,
Meghalaya and Nagaland, in

New Delhi, Wednesday.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Bypoll to the Lakshadweep Lok Sabha seat, which
was vacated following the disqualification of Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP) member Mohammed Faizal after his con-
viction in a criminal case, will be held on February 27, along
with by-elections to six Assembly seats spread over five states.
All the bypolls will take place along with the Assembly polls in
Meghalaya and Nagaland. The counting of votes will be taken
up on March 2, the day the results of the Tripura, Meghalaya
and Nagaland Assembly polls are scheduled to be announced.
While two bypolls will take place in Maharashtra (the Kasba
Peth and Chinchwad seats), one bypoll each will be held in
Arunachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, West Bangal and Tamil Nadu,
the Election Commission (EC) said in a statement on
Wednesday. The Lumla seat in Arunachal Pradesh fell vacant
following the death of incumbent MLA Jambey Tashi. The
Ramgarh seat in Jharkhand was vacated after the disqualifica-
tion of Mamta Devi.

Bypolls to Lakshadweep LS, 6 Assembly 
seats on February 27
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Bhilai, Jan 18:
Community services by
students of BEd first
Semester was organised at
Govt Middle and Primary
school of Village Konari.
Principal of the college Dr
MG Roymon and
Administrator of the col-
lege Fr Dr Joshi Varghese
gave their presence and
congratulated B Ed stu-
dents for their contribu-
tion to the society.

Principal of Govt
Middle school KS
Dewangan and Principal
of Primary school Pravesh
Kumar Dewangan and all
the teaching staff and stu-
dents of Govt school ex-
tended their support and
cooperated with BEd stu-
dents & staff for the
smooth conduction of the
program.

Community Service in
Charge Deepti Santosh,
guided the students in or-
ganising cultural, sports,

art & craft and teaching
for the middle and pri-
mary students of govt
school at Konari. Head of
the Department Dr Sheeja
Thomas and the faculty
members supported and
encouraged the students
to plan the program sys-
tematically.

Various competitions
were also arranged and
gifts and prizes were dis-
tributed to the school stu-
dents during the closing of
the program.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 18: On the ap-
peal of the national and
state leadership of the
Bharatiya Janata Yuva
Morcha, the district unit
organised Young India
Run (Marathon)to mark
the birth anniversary of
Swami Vivekananda, the
inspiration of the youth
which is celebrated across
the country as National
Youth Day.

Durg Lok Sabha MP
Vijay Baghel, District BJP
President Brijesh
Bichpuria, Arjun Awardee
Rajendra Prasad flagged
off the marathon race

from Sector 9 Hospital
Square which after cover-
ing Sector 8, Sector 6 con-
cluded in front of
Kalamandir, Civic Centre.
The winners were given
cash rewards and all the
participants of the race
were given bouquets by the
guests. All the speakers
threw light on the life of
Swami Vivekananda.

Chief guest Vijay Baghel
said that Swami
Vivekananda gained fame
at an international level at
a very young age, which is
an example for every
youth. He dedicated his life
as a young monk.

District BJP President

Brijesh Bichpuria, while
presiding over the pro-
gramme, said that when
Swami Vivekananda is
talked about, the speech
given in the year 1893 at
the Parliament of
Religions in Chicago,
America, definitely comes
up for discussion. This was
the speech which made
Sanatan culture proud in
front of the whole world.

Present as a special
guest, BJYM state in-
charge Alok Dangas said
that considering Swami
Vivekananda as inspira-
tion and ideal for the
youth, every youth should
set the goal and direction

of life and move ahead.
BJYM District President

Amit Mishra said that con-
sidering Swami
Vivekananda as an ideal
and inspiration since
childhood, he has been or-
ganising creative and cul-
tural events on his birth
anniversary. He added that
he is inspired by the words
"Arise, awake, and stop not
till the goal is reached". He
urged all the youth to im-
bibe the thoughts of
Swami Vivekananda.

Cash first prize Rs 5100,
second prize Rs 2100, third
prize Rs 1100, and the re-
maining 2-2 participants
were rewarded with 500,

500, apart from the female
and male category, a total
of 5 winners were present-
ed with bouquets and cash.

Prominently present
were Durg Lok Sabha MP
Vijay Baghel, District BJP
President Brijesh
Bichpuria, BJYM state in-
charge Alok Dangas, State
General Secretary Ankit
Jaiswal, State Secretary
and program in-charge
Piyush Singh Thakur, co-
inchargeMordhwajSahu,
District BJYM President
Amit Mishra, Nitesh
Mishra, Vishaldeep Nair,
Saurabh Jaiswal, Ritesh
Singh Thakur, Vishal
Shahi, Harshal Yadav,
Ashish Dubey, Monish
Kale, Vinay Sen, Jayant
Sharma, Jeevan Gupta,
Ram Sharma, Shashi,
Rohit Dubey, Rahul
Bhosale, Ashish Shukla,
Mohit Patel, Jitendra
Maurya, Vivek
Kulshrestha, Mahesh
Tiwari, Satish Dubey and
several young friends were
present in large numbers.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 18: The mem-
bers of Chhattisgarh State
Gazetted Officers
Association Durg, under
the leadership of
President Vipin Jain,
handed over a memoran-
dum addressed to Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel.
They handed over the
memorandum to Collector
Pushpendra Kumar Meena
seeking redressal of their
problems.

President Vipin Jain
said that the setup of
gazetted officers in various
departments should be re-
vised so that the efficiency
of the officers could be in-
creased. Senior officers of
the department should be
given the charge of depart-
mental heads.

Confidential character
records should be online as

practiced in the
Mantralaya. He also de-
manded uniformity in the
recruitment rules of all
cadres as gazetted officers
are recruited through the
Public Service Commission.

He also demanded a
four-tier promoted pay
scale and an increase in
the quota of gazetted offi-
cers for promotion in All
India Services. Senior
Vice President Dr JP

Meshram, General
Secretary Abhay Jaiswal,
Vice President Rajkumar
Kurre, Treasurer
Raghavendra Kumar,
Secretary Riyaz Ahmed,
Media Incharge Saurabh
Sharma, Executive
Member Dr DD Jha, DS
Verma, CP Dipankar,
Nohar Singh Thakur,
Priyamvada Ramteke,
Sudha Das and Ashok
Shriwas were present.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 18: SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant that has
witnessed a remarkable
growth in the third quar-
ter of current fiscal year
has recorded best ever
Finished Steel production
of 32,10,023 Tonnes and
best ever Saleable Steel
Production of 34,29,227
Tonnes for the April to Dec
period of Fiscal Year 22-23.
Previous best figures were
2,718,743 tonnes of fin-
ished steel and 3,426,791 T
of Saleable Steel produc-
tion in corresponding pe-
riod of FY in 21-22.

Record breaking per-
formances have also been
recorded by RMP 3, Sinter
Plants, SMS 3, BRM and
URM. It also recorded new
high in production of HT
plates and direct despatch-
es of steel from the Plant,

informed a press commu-
nique from Bhilai Steel
Plant.

RMP-3 recorded best
ever production of 349,339
T for the April to Dec peri-
od as against previous best
of 290,018 T in same period
of 21-22. Total sinter pro-
duction at 59,02,517 T was
best ever for April to Dec
period as against previous
best of 5,886,962 T in corre-
sponding period of 2010-11.
This included best ever
production of 39,18,925 T

by Sinter Plant 3 as
against previous best of
38,18,929 T in correspon-
ding period of 21-22

Modex unit, Steel
Melting Shop 3 recorded
highest ever Cast Steel
production of 21,83,705 T
for April to Dec period,
surpassing previous best
of 19,82,153  T  in 21-22.
This included best ever
cast blooms production of
847,525T and best ever cast
billets production of
13,36,181 T, surpassing pre-

vious best figures of
772,059 T and 12,10,094 T,
respectively in correspon-
ding period of 2021-22.

Universal Rail Mill
recorded best ever prime
rail production of 5,71,966
T as against previous best
of 4,54,415  T in 20-21. Long
Rail Production of 5,43,270
T of long rails by URM
was best ever for the peri-
od, surpassing previous
best of 4,74,505 T in 21-22.
URM and Rail &Strl Mill
together recorded highest

ever loading of 6,66,031
Tonnes of Long Rails to
Indian Railways in April
to December period as
against previous best of
5,32,091 T in correspon-
ding period of fiscal year
20-21.

Bar & Rod Mill recorded
best ever production of
606,419 T for April to Dec
period, surpassing previ-
ous best of 510,298 T in
same period of 21-22. Plate
Mill recorded highest ever
production of 1,76,000 T of
high tensile plates as
against previous best of
1,71,211 T  in correspon-
ding period of fiscal year
2014-15.

The Plant recorded
highest ever loading for di-
rect despatches at 18,73,230
T in April to Dec period as
against previous best of
18,30,623  in corresponding
period of 2021-22

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 18: 18-year-old
patient Kedar Yadav was
referred from CHC Patan
to Durg District Hospital
with a complaint of stom-
ach pain for several days.
During the investigation
in the district hospital, it
was found that there was a
hole in the stomach of the
patient, due to which there
was infection in the whole
body and the stomach had
accumulated too much
water.

Along with this, it was
found in the investigation
that the patient has a rare
disease portal cavernoma,
due to which there is a pos-

sibility of complications
like vomiting of blood or
improper liver function,
jaundice or even blood

supply blockage.
Considering the situa-

tion, Dr YK Sharma (sur-
geon) and Dr Sarita Minj

(surgeon) counselled the
relatives of the patients
and detailed them about
the actual condition of the
patient.

Keeping all the diseases
in mind, first of all the
hole in the stomach was to
be closed with surgery so
that the patient can be
saved from septicemia. Dr
Basant Chaurasia made
the patient stable and gave
proper anesthesia. A suc-
cessful surgery was con-
ducted and the patient's
condition is stable now.
Staff nurses Sheeben
Dani, Mayuri Geeta and
Ramesh played important
roles in the surgery and
after care.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 18: A Fast
Track Special Court
(FTSC) in Durg sentenced
a 21-year-old boy to 10
years of rigorous impris-
onment (RI) for abducting
and sexually assaulting a
minor girl on the pretext
of marriage.

Upper Sessions Judge
(Fourth), FTSC - POCSO,
Sangeeta Naveen Tiwari
on Wednesday convicted
Aditya Singh (21) son of
Bablu Singh a resident of
Camp 1, Bhilai. The girl's

family had lodged a com-
plaint at Vaishalinagar
Police Station on July 27,
2021 after she went miss-
ing on July 26.

Police rescued the girl
from the possession of the
accused on July 27. After
submission of the charge
sheet, the trial was com-
pleted within 15 months
on a fast track. Special
Public Prosecutor
Santosh Kasar informed
that the accused was
known to the victim.

The accused resides
near the victim's house
and they were friends. On
the promise of marriage,
the accused established
sexual relations several

times with the 17-year-old
victim during January 01,
2021 to July 26, 2021.

On July 26, 2021, the ac-
cused again lured the girl
to come with him and
took her on a bike towards
Sector 9. Around mid-
night, he brought the girl
to a private hospital in
Nehru Nagar and raped
her again. After making a
failed attempt to search
for the missing girl, the
family lodged an FIR at
Vaishalinagar Police
Station after which the
girl was rescued by the
cops.

After trial, the Special
Court found the accused
guilty and awarded differ-

ent jail terms for section
366 of IPC and Section 04
of POCSO Act under
which the accused was
tried.

He was sentenced to
three years of rigorous
imprisonment and Rs 100
fine under section 363 of
IPC and 10 years of rigor-
ous imprisonment and Rs
10000 fine under Section
04 of POCSO Act.

The jail terms would
run concurrently and
penalties for different sec-
tions aggregating to 10
years of rigorous impris-
onment and Rs 10100 fine,
informed Special Public
Prosecutor Santosh
Kasar.

Shanta Sharma finds place in
Golden Book of World Records 

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJaann  1188:: Shanta Sharma has
made it to the Golden Book of World
Records for conducting the longest
campaign to promote Indian aborigi-
nal coin jewellery. A native of village
Bodegaon, Shanta Sharma presently
resides in Bhilai Nagar. She is the
president of Rupali MahtariGudi
Bahuuddeshiya Sanstha.  

She is probably the first woman
in the world who is travelling across
the state for the promotion of tribal
culture of Chhattisgarh. She em-
barked on the Yatra on June 18, 2019

from village Narkalo of District
Ambikapur of Surguja Division. She
has completed the journey in two
Divisions and her Yatra in the Bastar
Division is underway. She is working
to promote the traditional jewellery
of Chhattisgarh. Dr Manish Bishnoi
from Golden Book of World Records
handed over the Certificate of
Excellence to Shanta Sharma during
a simple function held at Raipur. 

Shanta has dedicated this honour
to the people who accepted the tra-
ditional jewellery with great re-
spect. She expressed gratitude to-
wards all the people who extended
support to her campaign. Salute
Tiranga State President Manoj
Thakre, Rupali MahtariGudi
Bahuuddeshiya Sanstha Patron
Sangeeta Sharma, Harish Singh and
others were present.

Good Samaritans honoured with helmet and citation
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 18: Road
Safety Week concluded on
Tuesday with a prize distri-
bution ceremony at the
traffic exhibition site in
Nehru Nagar. Satish
Thakur, Deputy
Superintendent of Police,
(Traffic) gave a detailed re-
port on the awareness pro-
grammes organised during
the week.

He informed that a hel-
met rally, street play, coun-
selling at traffic squares,
short movie, Rangoli /
painting competition,
health test of vehicle driv-
ers, etc were held.
Superintendent of Police
(Durg) Dr Abhishek
Pallava graced the function
as Chief Guest.

In his address, Dr Pallava
said that the traffic police
are continuously running
various awareness pro-

grams to make the people
wear helmets while riding
two wheelers, seat belts
while driving four wheelers
and follow all traffic rules.

Along with the efforts of
the police, the common peo-
ple should also become a
part of this campaign and
it is also their responsibili-
ty to follow the traffic rules
while driving to avoid any
road accident. Helmets
must be worn while driving
a two wheeler for the safety

of the head.
He added that if a person

dies in a road accident due
to lack of a helmet, neces-
sary action will be taken
against the concerned
school management, de-
partment and other respon-
sible people. At the end of
his speech, the
Superintendent of Police
appealed to everyone to fol-
low the traffic rules.

Good Samaritans, who
saved lives by helping the

injured in a road accident,
were honored with hel-
mets and citations. Girl
students of Tamanna
Pahua and Preksha Dawn
of Heritage International
School were felicitated for
their presentation in blind
spots.

The participants of
Rangoli/painting competi-
tions who stood at first to
fifth positions were hon-
ored with mementoes and
certificates in two cate-

gories. SDRF Team, Bafna
Toll Plaza, CSIT College
Management, Sparsh
Automobile, street play
artists of BSP, Sri Sankara
Vidyalaya Sector 10,
Traffic Warden, Oxygen
Plant BSP, Regional
Transport Department,
Binny Pal, Ajay Ratre,
Vipin Dewangan, Srinivas
and Asif Khan were hon-
ored with mementos and
citations.

At the end of the pro-

gram, SadanandVighyaraj,
Deputy Superintendent of
Police, Traffic proposed
the vote of thanks. Anant
Sahu, Additional
Superintendent of Police,
Rural; Vaibhav Banker,
City Superintendent of
Police, Durg; Nikhil
Rakhecha, City
Superintendent of Police,
Bhilai Nagar; Vinod Minj,
Deputy Superintendent of
Police - Durg, CSIT College
Chairman Ajay Kumar
Verma, Inspector Navi
Monika Pandey, Inspector
C Tirkey, Inspector
Durgesh Sharma,
Inspector Trinath
Tripathi, Inspector KK
Kushwaha, Inspector
Sangram Singh, Inspector
Kunj Bihari Nage,
Inspector Chandrakant
Kosaria, Reserve Inspector
Anish Sarathi and officers
and personnel of traffic po-
lice were present.
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FTSC completes trial
in 15 months

Road Safety Week concludes with prize distribution

For longest campaign
to promote Indian
aboriginal coin 
jewellery 

21-year-old gets 10 years RI for
abducting and raping minor girl

Surgery for rare disease Portal 
Cavernoma conducted at district hospital

BSP records Best Ever Finished & Saleable Steel Production
Several Records Made for April to Dec Period of Current FY

Gazetted Officers Association
submits memorandum

BJYM organises Young India run on Vivekananda Jayanti Education Department of St Thomas
College organises Community Service 
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Raipur, Jan 18:
Chhattisgarh has created
a record in paddy pur-
chase and crossed the fig-
ure of 100 lakh MT this
year and for this Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
Agriculture Minister
Ravindra Choubey and
Food Minister Amarjeet
Bhagat and all other min-
isters deserve the credit.

Addressing a press con-
ference jointly at Rajiv
Bhavan, PCC Chief
Mohan Markam, Minister
Ravindra Chouey, Moh.
Akbar, Dr Shiv Kumar
Daharia, Kawasi Lakhma,
Amarjeet Bhagat in-
formed that Chhattisgarh
is known as ‘bowl of rice’.
Earlier farming used to be
a loss-making business,
but during Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel’s term it
has turned into profitable
one. During BJP’s term in
the year 2017-18, from
around 12.6 lakh farmers
56.88 lakh MT paddy was
purchased and after
Congress rule in 2018-19, a
total of 82 lakh MT paddy
was purchased and it in-
creased to 84 lakh MT in
2019-20, 92 lakh MT in 2020-
21 and 98 lakh MT in 2021-
22 and now it has crossed

101 lakh MT in 2022-23,as
against target of 110 lakh
MT this year. This year it
will set a historic record
and it is the Bhupesh
Baghel’s government who
safeguard the interest of
the farmers and the
Minister said that the ef-
forts made by the govern-
ment towards expecta-
tions and hopes of general
public make the farmers
feel proud of their profes-
sion. Agriculture Minister
Choubey said that it was
last on 17 Dec. 2022,
Baghel’s government com-
pleted four year and in just
after one month, the
Bhupesh government’s
biggest achievement is
purchase of 101 lakh MT
paddy purchase till date
and  would hopefully
meets it target of 110 lakh
MT by end of Jan 31. Till
date around Rs 30000 cr
worth of funds have been
deposited in the account of
the farmers. When the
state purchased paddy on
MSP of Rs 2500 per quin-
tal, the Central govern-

ment raised objections
that even if there is Re 1
higher purchase than the
rates fixed by the Centre,
then they will not pay a
single amount. But CM
Bhupesh Baghel remained
stick to his words and ful-
filled the promise of MSP
of Rs 2500 per quintal to
farmers.

Under Rajiv Gandhi
Kissan Nyay Yojana, the
state government has been
paying incentives to the
farmers regularly. During
corona pandemic, all in-
dustries were lying closed
and there was no work,
but in entire Chhattisgarh
the paddy purchase con-
tinued uninterrupted and
so was flow of amount to
farmers’ account. In MP
Choubey informed that
there is purchase of 1.33 cr
MT of wheat every year
and it is three times bigger
than Chhattisgarh.
Against this there is 1.10
lakh MT of paddy pur-
chase expected this year
and which in itself is a big
record. Minister

Mohammed Akbar ex-
tended greetings to the
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel and entire cabinet
and Ministers on comple-
tion of 101 lakh MT pur-
chase of paddy in the
state. Commenting upon
the BJP State Chief Arun
Sao’s statement, he
charged that the State BJP
head is unaware of paddy
purchase system and in-
formed that the state pur-
chases paddy taking loan
and this time state govt
took loan of Rs 22000 cr
through MARKFED and
against which bank guar-
antee of Rs 14000 cr was
given by the state govern-
ment.

In the state govern-
ment’s guarantee there is
less interest of 5% on the
loan as compared to with-
out guarantee loan. There
is not a single penny given
by the GoI for paddy pur-
chase to the state. It is by
taking loan the state gov-
ernment make paddy pur-
chase, arranges for gunny
bags and its transporta-

tion and entire lot is de-
posited with FCI. It is the
difference in the amount
of MSP for paddy pur-
chase, which is less than
Rs 2500 has to be borne by
the state. Amarjeet Bhagat
informed that the state
government’s achieve-
ment in last four years
shows the difference of
last 15 years of BJP rule as
this time 224.48 lakh farm-
ers have sold their paddy
out of 24.97 lakh regis-
tered farmers. Crossing
the 100 lakh MT mark is a
big achievement for any
state and it is equivalent to
a century scored by a
cricket in a one-day match,
he added.

Dr Shivkumar Dahariya
charged that during BJP’s
rule, the farmers were
openly exploited, but the
paddy purchase on MSP
started after formation of
new state of Chhattisgarh.
He charged that the prom-
ises made during BJP’s
rule were never fulfilled
and it was Congress gov-
ernment  under leader-
ship of CM Bhupesh
Baghel who fulfilled the
promise of MSP of Rs 2100
and bonus of Rs 300 on
paddy purchase to farm-
ers. Erstwhile BJP govern-
ment has only made hol-
low promises and spoken
pure lies and it was farm-
ers who faced the music.

Purchase of 100 lakh MT paddy
is party’s commitment: Cong

Farming now a profitable business in Ch’garh

 Cong govt has
fulfilled the 
promises made

Ch’garh creating record in paddy purchase every year: CM
TTaakkaatthhppuurr::  CM Bhupesh Baghel addressing at the ‘Bhent-Mulaquat’ programme in Khairi village of
Takathpur VS of Bilaspur district said that every year there is record of paddy purchase made in
Chhattisgarh. This year more than 100 lakh MT of paddy has been purchased. Right after        formation of
new Congress government in the state, in the first year 84 lakh MT of paddy was purchased; 93 lakh in sec-
ond; 97 lakh MT in third year of its rule. The farmers get money for paddy purchase in just three days. CM
also inquired villagers about the Rajiv Gandhi Kissan Nyay Yojana and informed that so far three install-
ments have been paid and the third was paid last in Diwali and now the fourth will be paid on 31 March 2023.

YOUTHFEST-2023

Variety of programmes were presented by youth on occasion of National Youth Day
at Medical College auditorium here on Wednesday.

Raipur, Jan 18:

The state government
has appointed new secre-
taries as  in-charge of dif-
ferent districts in the state.
Alarmelmangai D has
made as in-charge of
Raipur, Manoj Pingua that
of Bilaspur and Renu
Pillai as in-charge
Secretary of Dhamtari dis-
trict.

As per the order issued
by the GAD of the state
secretariat, Secretary
Siddharth Komal Pardeshi
has been appointed as
Secretary  in-Charge of
Durg district, Niranjan
Das as that of Raigarh;
Prasanna R. as that of

Kabirdhaam; Anbalgan P.
as that of Korba district; S
Prakash as that of Koriya;
Topeshwar Verma as that
o Blodabazar-Bhatapara;
MN Ekka as that of
Mungeli; Ankit Anand as
that of Balod; P Dayanand
of Surajpur; Dr CR
Prasanna of Jashpur;
Bhunesh Yadav as that of
Mahasamund; S
Bhartidasan of
Rajnandgaon; Shammi
Abidi as Secy in-charge of
Kanker; Himshikhar
Gupta of Gariyaband;
Kaisar Abdulhaq of
Gourela-Pendra-Marwahi;
Bhim Singh as that of
Kondagaon; Satyanarayan
Rathore as that of Sukma;

Narendra Kumar Dugga of
Mohala-Manpur-Chowki;
Neelkanth Tikam of
Bijapur; Kiran Kaushal of
Dantewada; Dr Ayyaz
Tamboli Fakirbhai of
Bastar; Avinash  Kumar
Sharan of Balrampur-
Ramanujganj; Sunil
Kumar Jain of Sarguja;
KD Kunjam of
Khairagarh-Chuikhadan-
Gandai; Kartikey Goyal of
Narayanpur; Saransh
Mittar of Janjgir-Champa;
Padum Singh Ekka of
Sakti; RK Sharam of
Bemetara and DK Sahu of
Sarangarh-Bilaigarh and
Bhoskar Vilas Sandipan of
Manendragarh-Chirmiri –
Bharatpur.

Alarmelmangai D appointed
Secy in-Charge of Raipur district

New Secretary in-charge appointed for all 33 districts in state

Raipur, Jan 18:
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel said that BJP gov-
ernment at the Centre is
trying to weaken the con-
stitutional institutions
and by doing so it is trying
to control such institu-
tions. In the non-BJP ruled
states, BJP wants to con-
trol the government
through the Governor. CM
Baghel informed that the
Bill passed by the
Chhattisgarh Vidhan
Sabha has not being
signed by the Governor till
date and it is pending with
the Rajbhavan. It is for
this reason Rahul Gandhi
has been saying that BJP
government is trying to
weaken the constitutional

organizations in the coun-
try. Speaking to section of
media persons, CM
Bhupesh Baghel said that
in the non-BJP ruled
states, the conditions are
more or less the same. The
Governor of Chhattisgarh
is not signing on the bill
passed in VS and even
says that it will not last in
High Court either. On this
CM questioned, as to how
the Governor knows about
it and added that it is clear-
cut hint of indulgence in
the judicial system.

To a question on intro-
ducing of Gujarat Model

in Chhattisgarh, CM
Baghel said that if the BJP
introduces Gujarat model,
then it clearly indicates
that all the 14 elected BJP
MLAs of state would lose
tickets. Baghel expressed
concern over the fact that
the former CM Raman
Singh and ex-Minister
Brijmohan Agrawal may
also lose the ticket. It is
worthwhile to mention
here that both BJP and
Congress have become ac-
tive for the next VS polls
due by end of this year.

Baghel also raised ques-
tions on Rahul Gandhi’s
security and said that it is
the police which is under
control of the Centre in
Delhi and everybody has
seen as to what has hap-
pened to breach in Rahul’s
security in Delhi. The sec-
retary of the AICC even
had to write a letter in this
regard.

Centre trying to gain control 
in non-BJP ruled states: Baghel
 With control 

on Constitutional
institutions 
or the Governor RRaaiippuurr,,  JJaann  1188:: National

Statistical Office (NSO) (Field
Operations Division), Regional
Office, Raipur, Ministry of
Statistics and Program
Implementation, GoI, organ-
ized Round Table Conference
for units registered under
Section 2m (i) and 2m (ii) of
Factory Act 1948, in Mini
Conference Hall of New Circuit
House, Civil Lines, Raipur on
Wednesday. The programme
was to create to sensitize the
units for self-compiling of
Annual Survey of Industries
Returns.  The program was
inaugurated by lighting of the
lamp by the Chief Guest and
member of the State Planning
Commission, Dr. K.
Subrahmanyam. The program
was presided over by Roshan
Lal Sahu, Deputy Director
General, National Statistical

Office, Raipur. In this confer-
ence, along with representa-
tives of various industrial
organizations and high priority
industrial units of the state,
Deputy Director of National
Statistical Office, Raipur
Ashutosh Awasthi and
Assistant Director George Minj,
along with the Incharge officer
of Durg Office A. Malik,  Durga
Barla, Sr. Statistical Officer
from Bilaspur office, Ranjeet
Paul, Sr. Statistical Officer
from Ambikapur Office and In-
charge officers from Raipur
Office P.L. Sonwani, R.K.
Shrivastava and O.P.Sahu, par-
ticipated.

While addressing the pro-
gramme, Roshan Lal Sahu,
Deputy Director General, high-
lighted the usefulness of this
survey. He said that according
to the Collection of Statistics

Act 2008 and the rules made
under it in 2011, the Annual
Survey of Industries is con-
ducted every year by the
National Statistical Office, the
obtained data is used for esti-
mation of national income,
study of industrial structure,
plan formulation and policy-
making for industrial develop-
ment. Along with this, data
related to capital, employment
and unemployment, value
added, labour, turnover, fuel
and raw materials, input-out-
put etc. are also collected. This
information is used to assess
the contribution of the indus-
trial sector to the GDP and for
policy-making for industrial
development. Sahu called upon
the representatives of the pres-
ent industrial units to self com-
pile all the information in the
Return and submit it on the

web portal. The chief guest of
the program, Dr. K.
Subrahmanyam, said that the
Statistics Collection Act for
Industrial Development was
made by the Government of
India in 1959, in which one of
the main objectives was to
remove the lack of data in the
industrial sector for the devel-
opment of the country after
independence. He urged the
entrepreneurs present to pro-
vide accurate data so that the
right base can be created and
sustainable development goals
can be achieved. Mr. Ashwani
Garg, President of Urla
Industrial Association was
present in the programme,
mentioning the contribution of
the work being done for the
development of micro, small
and medium scale industries,
said that there is a need to

make special plans for these
enterprises. Addressing the
programme, DICCI President
Pramod Gharde emphasized on
giving maximum government
incentives for the development
of micro, small and medium
scale industries. At the end of
the inaugural session, RK
Srivastava, Senior Statistics
Officer expressed his gratitude
to the representatives and offi-
cers of all industrial organiza-
tions present in the pro-
gramme. In the second session
of this programme, PL
Sonwani, R.N. Soni, O.P. Sahu
and  Shishir Padhan, Senior
Statistics Officer, imparted
training to the representatives
of industrial organizations to fill
the return on the web portal.
The representative of
Directorate of Economics and
Statistics, Chhattisgarh Satish
Goswami also participated in
the programme along with rep-
resentatives of industrial
organizations in different dis-
tricts of Chhattisgarh informs
Roshan Lal Sahu, Dy. DG NSO
(FOD) Raipur in a press release.

NSO collects data to assess contribution of industrial sector to GDP: Sahu
 One day 

round-table 
conference of Annual
Survey of Industries
organised by NSO

Raipur, Jan 18: National
Institute of Technology
(NIT) Raipur’s Turing
Club of Programmers
(TCP) organized a two-day
workshop on
Fundamentals of Cloud &
Databricks and Guidance
on Placement & Resume
Building as a part of
Codeutsava, which is the
annual coding fest of TCP,
on 14th & 15th January
2023. The workshop was
organized under the su-
pervision of Dr Pavan
Mishra, Faculty In-charge,
TCP. Rohit Agarwal,
Senior Software Engineer,
Optum was guest speaker
of the event. He is also an
alumnus (2019) of NIT
Raipur. Rohit elaborated
on cloud computing &
databricks and its signifi-
cance on day one. Day two
focused on discussions on
placement/internship and
resume building. He dis-
coursed upon the general
stages (resume/profile

screening, aptitude
rounds, technical rounds,
case studies, group discus-
sions, behavioral rounds &
HR rounds) in place-
ment/internships.

He further emphasized
on the important points
like dressing skills, soft
skills, knowledge about
role, awareness about
company, etc. that helps
set the tone of the inter-
view. Instructions and
valuable suggestions on
resume building were also
given by him. He conclud-
ed the workshop by shar-
ing his internship and full-
time experience and an-
swering the doubts of the
attendees. The workshop
was  coordinated by
Mohammed Sharique,
Samarth Batav and
Sugandha Verma, and
ended successfully with
active participation of stu-
dents and the attendees
benefitting from the expe-
rience.

NIT Raipur organizes a
two-day workshop 

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJaann  1188:: The morale of
the criminals can be deter-
mined when the brother of
accused nabbed in a stabbing
case was stabbed outside the
Central Jail, Raipur by some
unknown youth and that too in
the presence of the police.
Harshad Dubey, brother of the
accused nabbed in the stabbing
incident in Daldalsiwni – Trishal

Dubey alias Prince Dubey, was
called outside the jail when they
were taken to the jail, just to
meet him and here some youths
stabbed him in broad daylight.
Police informed that two youth
reached upto the Central Jail,
following the stabbing accused
and then asking to meet him
stabbed him. The youth has
been admitted in the Ambedkar
Hospital in serious condition.
The accused youth Yuvraj Singh
and Suraj Choure are abscond-
ing. This entire incident is that
of Ganj  thana.

Youth stabbed outside
Central Jail while entering

 Accused of stabbing 
a person in Daldalsiwni
stabbing case

Raipur, Jan 18:

The accused
Bhojkumar Mandavi run-
ning away with the four-
wheeler in the name of
taking it for test drive has
been nabbed by the police.
As per complaint by the
applicant Vivek Prakash
Soni in Golebazar Thana,
saying that he resides in
Nayapara Shankar
Chowk,Golebazar. The
complainant had put his
Pagero vehicle bearing
No. CG 15 C Y 3100 for sell-
ing.

During this the person
Bhojkumar Mandavi con-
tacted him and showed in-
terest to purchase the ve-
hicle and conducted
checking. The vehicle
owner had put Rs 9.50 lakh
as the price of his vehicle
for sale. On reaching his
residence, the accused
Bhojkumar wanted to
take his vehicle for a test
drive and then he ab-

sconded along with the ve-
hicle during test-drive.

When the seller Soni
contacted Bhojukumar to
pay him Rs 9.50 lakh, he
said that he is not having
payment and  started giv-
ing vague replies. On this
Soni filed a case under sec-
tion 406 of IPC against
him. The Golebazar thana
in-charge held talks in

this regard and collected
information about the ac-
cused and succeeded in lo-
cating him. He was
nabbed from Kanker and
when strictly interrogated
he informed that he has
secretly hidden the vehi-
cle in Kanker. It was on his
location the vehicle was
seized  and the accused
was arrested.

Accused absconding with vehicle nabbed
Had taken it in the name of test-drive and later was out of contact

Development 
of Chhattisgarh

discussed
Raipur, Jan 18: Deputy
Chairman of
Chhattisgarh State
Planning Commission
Ajay Singh met Suman K,
Vice Chairman of NITI
Aayog in New Delhi today
and discussed important
issues necessary for the
development of the state of
Chhattisgarh. Inclusion of
Chhattisgarh in the “State
Support Mission” being
started by NITI Aayog was
discussed. Apart from this
permission to
Chhattisgarh for “Ethanol
production from surplus
rice” was discussed at the
meeting. Joint Secretary
of NITI Aayog Brij
Mohan, Director Avinash
Champawat, Deputy
Advisor Tyagaraj and Dr
Neetu Gourdia, Joint
Director were present in
this meeting. Assurance
was given on behalf of
NITI Aayog to take appro-
priate action on the de-
mand of the state.
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Bilaspur, Jan 18: 

In compliance of the in-
structions of NALSA,
Legal Aid Defense
Counsel system has been
established in 18 districts
of Chhattisgarh, District
Bilaspur was selected on
pilot project basis in last
year, wherein LADC office
was established for the
first time in our state. The
results of pilot projects
was very encouraging and
successful. Based on the
success of pilot project 17
other district were select-
ed for expansion of LADC
project in phase II. On 17-
01-2023 offices in 17 dis-
tricts namely Jagdalpur,
balodabazar, Balrampur,
Dhamtari, Durg, Janjgir
Kabirdham, Koriya,
Korba, Kanker
Mahasamund, Mungeli,
Raigarh, Raipur,
Rajnandgaon, Sarguja and
Surajpur were inaugurat-
ed by Justice Arup Kumar
Goswami, Chief Justice
High Court of
C h h a t t i s g a r h .
Inaugurating the phase II
of LADC in virtual mode,
Chief Justice Arup
Kumar Goswami (Patron,
Chhattisgarh State Legal
Services Authority) ex-
pressed in his address
that, Section 39-A of the
Indian Constitution, pro-
vides that free legal aid
Must be provided to
weak and deprived class,

that is why it is the duty of
the people associated with
this field to provide legal
help to such poor people. It
was also expressed by him
that, while giving such
legal help, it is our respon-
sibility to provide him the
best quality legal aid. In
view of this, Hon’ble
Supreme Court and
NALSA thought of start-
ing Legal Aid Defense
Counsel across the coun-
try. It was also expressed
by him that the main ob-
jective of the Office of
Legal Aid Defense Council
is to provide the best legal
assistance to the poor peo-
ple seeking legal aid in
criminal matters.

Justice Gautam
Bhaduri, Judge
Chhattisgarh High Court
and Executive Chairman,
Chhattisgarh State Legal
Services Authority ex-
pressed on this occasion
that earlier government
advocates were appointed
to represent the govern-
ment on behalf of the
prosecution, but in the

changing environment
Legal Aid Defense Council
System, has now been
implemented to provide
competent and effective
legal assistance in crimi-
nal cases to the persons
detained in jail or to the
weak and deprived sec-
tions on the defense side.
Congratulating all the se-
lected Legal Aid Defense
Councils on their selec-
tion, he urged them to
make this system success-
ful with full responsibility
with their ability and ex-
perience.

Anand Prakash
Wariyal, Member
Secretary, Chhattisgarh
State Legal Services
Authority welcomed all
present dignitaries on the
occasion and thanked
Chief Justice, Arup
Kumar Goswami, Justice
Goutam Bhaduri, Judge
Chhattisgarh and All the
respected judges for ac-
cepting the invitation and
gracing the occasion. He
said that today is a his-
toric day for the State of

Chhattisgarh and the
High Court of
Chhattisgarh and this has
been possible only under
the efficient leadership
guidance of the Chief
Justice and  the Executive
Chairman Chhattisgarh
State Legal Services
Authority. The inaugura-
tion program was also at-
tended by District Judges,
judicial officers,
Advocates, Secretaries,
District Legal Services
Authority and newly ap-
pointed LADCs through
virtual mode.

The training program of
86 selected advocates for
Legal Aid Defense Council
System was started on 18
January 2023, by auspi-
cious ceremony of light-
ing of lamp followed by
address by Director CSJA
Mrs. Sushma Sawant.
Training is organised by
the State Legal Services
Authority in collaboration
with the State Judicial
Academy. This training
program has been organ-
ised on January 18 and 19
at State Judicial Academy
Bilaspur for two days
under the tuteledge of
Director CSJA Mrs
Sushma Sawant. Training
will be provided by vari-
ous judicial officers, offi-
cers of judicial academy,
member secretary of
State Legal Services
Authority, under secre-
tary and advocates.

CJ inaugurates 
second phase of LADC

In 17 other districts 
RRaaiippuurr,,  JJaann  1177::  

IIIT-Naya Raipur’s flagship
annual Science and
Technology Showcasing event
“SCInTFIC” designed for
school students, concluded
on the 14th of January. 

The event showcased a
total of 57 projects from
schools across the country.
The event was inaugurated by
the Chief Guest, Prof Ram
Kumar Kakani, Director of IIM
Raipur, in the presence of Dr.
Pradeep K. Sinha, Director
IIIT-NR, Dr. Rajarshi
Mahapatra, Dean Academics
at IIIT-NR and Dr. Lakhindar
Murmu, Coordinator of
SCInTFIC 2k23. In his inaugu-
ral address, Prof Ram Kumar
Kakani, spoke to the students,
encouraging them on the
theme of “Self-
Experimentation: Learning
through conducting experi-
ments themselves”. He
encouraged them to seek out
explanations and new experi-
ences on their own. 

In his welcome address, Dr.
Pradeep K. Sinha talked about
the genesis of the event and
the Institute Social
Responsibility (ISR) activities
of the institute and further
added that Scintific is one
such initiative. Dr Lakhindar
Murmu elaborated on the
purpose of SCInTFIC.

As part of the event,
IDEATHON 5.0 took place with
the students divided into
three tracks. Track 1 for stu-
dents from grades 1-4, Track
2 for students from grades 5-
8 and Track 3 for students
from grades 9-12. Each track

had its compelling problem
statements, ranging from
Disaster Management,
Agriculture and Crop
Management to Women’s
Safety, Safety and Security
Management and Smart
Phone for Smart Living.
Students were encouraged to
provide their unique perspec-
tives on the issues and pres-
ent solutions to handle these
challenges.  Eminent experts
were invited from many dif-
ferent areas to judge these
projects. The list included
Ravindra Singh, CEO
Jivandeep, Dr. Ram Kumar M,
IIM Raipur, Suneel Kumar
Palavalasa, Additional
General Manager NTPC, and
Dr. Rana Navneet Roy,
Associate Professor of Law
HNLU, Raipur. The project
presentations were judged by
thee experts. At the end of

the event, a valedictory ses-
sion was held. The winners of
Track 1 “Technology for
Disaster Management” were
team (Arnav Baghel,
Abhigyan Singh, Satvik Ojha)
from ‘Riverdale World School,
Mahasamund. Winners of
Trackn 2 “Arduino Fire
Detection and Fire Fighting
Robot with SMS and Call
Alert” were team (Ishan
Patel, Kanhaiya Pandey,
Subham Kabiraj) from
Cardinal Wariors School. 

Winners of Track 3
“HepaEase” were team (Ishan
Choudhary, Aditya Kumar
Jha) from “Bhavan’s RK
SardaVidya Mandir”. The
event ended with concluding
remarks by Dear (Research &
Innovation) Dr. PP Paltani and
a vote of thanks proposed by
SAC President Dr. Manoj
Kumar Majumdar.

DEO asks to issue
show cause notice

to teacher

Bijapur, Jan 18: 

DEO Bijapur reached
the school in Tunder and
during which neither the
teacher nor the children
were found present. The
villagers informed him
that the teacher of School
in Tunder village has
been missing for months.

After seeing the water
condition of the building,
the officer inquired from
the villagers about the
closure of the school and
then the villagers in-
formed that the posted
teacher Ramram
Kashyap has been miss-
ing from the school for
last 2 months. Children
are deprived of education
due to lack of teachers.

Taking seriously the
teacher’s negligence and
indifference towards
duty, DEO Baghel issued
a show cause notice and
asked to submit the reply
within 2 days. If satisfac-
tory answer is not found,
the absent teacher has
been warned of suspen-
sion.

SCInTFIC 2k23 hosted 
at IIIT-Naya Raipur

Science and tech fest for school students inspired a new generation of engineers

Raipur, Jan 18:

Columbia College or-
ganised the Induction
Programme and Fresher’s
Party for the pupil teach-
ers of B.Ed. and D.El.Ed.
first year students. In this
programme the final year
pupil teachers of B.Ed.
and D.El.Ed. gave a warm
welcome to their juniors
that was filled with joy, ex-
citement, music, laughter
and happiness. The audito-
rium of the college was
beautifully decorated and
whole ambience was mes-
merising. The programme
was graced by the pres-
ence of his holiness Dr.
Umashankar Sharma as
chief guest who is the Yog
Guru, residing in the
Yogashram of the college
campus. The programme
also witnessed Mr. Harjeet
Singh Hura, Secretary,
JPES and Mr. Ravindra
Singh Hura, Treasurer,
JPES. The guest were
given floral welcome and
the programme began
with the lighting of the
lamp followed by inaugu-
ral speech by honourable
Principal Dr. Arun Kumar
Dubey. The chief guest in
his address motivated the

students to become a good
person and a good teacher.
He emphasized on devo-
tion, determination and
dedication of a teacher for
this profession. Mr
Harjeet Singh Hura, secre-
tary, JPES and Mr.
Ravindar Singh Hura,
Treasurer, JPES also
blessed the students and
advised the young budding
teachers to move with
changing time. The pro-
gramme was well hosted
by Sandhya Sahu and
Kavita Sahu from B.Ed.
final year. In this pro-
gramme guests also gave
certificates to the winners
of the various competi-
tions which is regularly

conducted in college for
the overall development of
the pupil teachers. As a
customary Mr. and Ms.
Freshers were selected
through the question an-
swer session by the guests.
The title for the Mr. and
Miss Freshers were
crowed to Bhagwat Prasad
Miri and Alana Khan
Qureshi respectively by
the honourable guests.
During the programme a
few seniors shared their
experiences in the college
while some freshers nar-
rated their experiences in
the college so far and also
expressed their expecta-
tions from the college. To
make the event interesting

and to entertain the jun-
iors Dumb Charades game
was also conducted, which
was enjoyed by all. In this
event the foot-trumping
dance performance by the
final year B Ed student
Devraj Baghel resulted in
thunderous applause from
the audience. The seniors
also arranged delicious
lunch for all. At the end
the juniors were also pre-
sented with gifts and they
also danced with their
hearts out at the DJ party
organised by the seniors.
Overall, the event was a
grand success and a happy
moment for all the pupil
teachers and faculty mem-
bers of Columbia College.

Induction Prog and Fresher’s Party at Columbia College

Bacheli, Jan 18:

With increasing spread
of COVID -19 variants
,the Life skill team of
DAV Public School or-
ganised a small aware-
ness activity under the
guidance of the Principal
Dr. Chetna Sharma , un-
leashing the precautions
taken to protect one from
Corona virus. The
blooming stars of Class
11 commerce showcased
a humorous Mime -
Understanding COVID-
19, how it spreads and
how we can protect our-
selves and others.

This would encourage
the  students to stick to
the rules, it helped to cre-
ate a do’s and don’ts list
with them for instance,
to wear mask, how to
greet each other, how to
maintain physical dis-
tancing measures during
lunch breaks and in class
etc..

The activity was under
the supervision of Life
skill team Ligi Nikhilesh,
Sunil Laskar and
Chinchu . Activity re-
ceived prompt  response
from the students  and re-
ceived appreciation from
the teachers as well.

‘An ounce of
prevention is worth

a pound of cure’ 
Jagdalpur, Jan 18: On the
occasion of National
Startup Day, a startup idea
competition of school stu-
dents and other partici-
pants was organized at the
Think Bee Incubation
Center run by District
Administration Bastar in
Government Polytechnic
College campus
Dharampura. In which the

students of Swami
Atmanand Vivekananda,
Dharampura, Nirmal
Higher Secondary, Vidya
Jyoti, Kendriya Vidyalaya
and other students of the
city displayed their startup
ideas. The chief guest in
the programme was GP
Khare, Principal of
Government Engineering
College, Women’s
Polytechnic College
Principal Piyush Lotia,
HOD Himanshu Aggarwal,

Sanjay Dekate, OIC Think
B Sanjay Trivedi. The pres-
ent jury gave its decision
after minutely observing
the models and ideas of the
students.

First Mobile Microscope
Nirmal Higher Secondary
School, second Life Eye
Sages Vivekananda, third
Helping Drone Vidya Jyoti
School were selected in the

model competition. In the
Idea category, first Aaruvik
Green, second Smart
Dustbin, third Green
Alternative were selected.
Seeing the startup idea
model of the students, the
present chief guests
praised the children and
congratulated the Think
Bee Incubation Center for
organizing this type of
event and said that start-
ups are the future of India
in the coming times.

School students made models
on National Startup Day

RR..KKuummaarr

BBiijjaappuurr,,  JJaann  1188:: There has
been bumper production of
paddy in Bijapur district this
year. According to the depart-
mental information, for the
current year, a total of 71400
metric tons (MT) of paddy
was targeted to be purchased
from farmers, in the 26 paddy
procurement centers of
Bijapur district, so far district
has procured 74100 MT of
paddy, which is more than tar-
get of the district and district
has procured 2700 MT more

than expected target. And last
date for paddy purchase is
January 31, in this case figure
may increase further. A total
of 17200 farmers have regis-
tered to sell paddy in the dis-
trict and the total agricultural
area is 41747 hectares.

Some of farmers from
Village Madded Chapa
Surendra, Morla Ramesh and
from village Bhopalpatnam
Iriaya and Mutaiya from vil-
lage Borje Ramesh Yalam and
other told that this year there
has been a good crop. They
did not even have to wait for

their turn at the paddy pro-
curement centre. After selling
the paddy, the amount is also
being deposited directly into
the account. The farmer’s
income is being increased and
all farmers financially becom-
ing strong, the number of
farmers is increasing continu-
ously in the field of paddy
cropping. The government is
also giving bonus after every
three months.

Bijapur MLA Vikram
Mandavi while congratulating
the farmers of the district
said that for the current year,
the district had set a target of
purchasing 71400 MT of
paddy, but by immense cross-
ing the target with the hard
work of the farmers, 74100
MT of paddies has been pro-
cured in the district so far.
This is a new record in the dis-
trict, 2700 MT is more than
the target, and all this is the
result of the state chief minis-
ter Bhupesh Baghel far-reach-
ing thinking towards farmer
of the state. 

Bijapur district sets new record 
of paddy cultivation & harvesting Jagdalpur, Jan 18: 

Coffee cultivation which
started on 20 acres on an
experimental basis by the
Horticulture Department
has now reached the farm-
ers’ fields. Nine quintals of
coffee was produced in
2021-22 from coffee planted
in 20 acres in the year 2017.
After which farmers and
women of self-help groups
are being trained by the
Horticulture Department
for everything from plant-
ing and processing to mar-
keting of coffee. Under the
first project of the year
2021, 100 acres of land is
being cultivated by a
group of 34 farmers in
Dilmili.

Today, a remote rural
area like Darbha is becom-
ing the coffee stronghold
of Bastar and it is being
recognized for coffee culti-
vation. One special thing
about Bastar coffee is that
it is completely fertilizer
free, due to which it can
also be called organic cof-

fee. Bastar Cafe estab-
lished in the district head-
quarter Jagdalpur carries
the branding of Bastar
Coffee, where tourists and
local residents are enjoy-
ing the taste of Bastar
Coffee. At the same time,
women are selling Bastar
coffee in the world famous
Chitrakote. Apart from
this, the way CCD and
Starbucks coffee is fa-
mous, Bastar Cafe outlet
will also give a new dimen-
sion to Bastar Coffee in the
world. For which work is
being done to take Bastar
Cafe to the big cities of the
country.

On the other hand,
under the second project,
24 farmers are cultivating
coffee in 100 acres in a vil-
lage of Kandanar
Panchayat. The special
thing is that these farmers
are doing farming on the
forest rights leased land.

On the other hand, under
the third project, a rare va-
riety of coffee is being
grown on the hills of
Mundagarh. The project is
being implemented with
the support of the State
Government’s DMFT

Fund and NITI Aayog.
Bastar Coffee is being pro-
duced by farmers, women
of processing self-help
groups and marketing by
Bastar Cafe. Due to which
farmers will get the right
price for their produce,

farmers will be saved from
middlemen and women of
self-help groups will get fi-
nancial benefits.

According to Dr. KP
Singh, Senior Scientist,
College of Horticulture,
Sanreman variety of cof-
fee was initially planted in
Darbha, which is one of
the oldest coffee varieties
of India. In the year 2018,
production of Arabica and
Robusta varieties of coffee
was also started here.
Currently harvesting of
2018 planting is going on,
and it is expected that
about 15 quintals of coffee
can be produced in
February this year. KP
Singh said that seeing the
success of cultivation in 20
acres in Darbha, Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
wanted to take it to the
farmers’ fields, that is why
coffee is being cultivated
in 200 acres in Bastar dis-
trict with the initiative of
the state government and
the district administra-
tion.

Bastar Organic Coffee gets new identity
 Soon outlets will

open in big cities too



Shortage of facilities 
in Post Office 

Central Chronicle News

Mungeli, Jan 18: There is
a shortage of facilities in
the main post office oper-
ating in a rented building
here, which also includes
adequate staff.

As per information, ear-
lier, the main post office
was located opposite the
police station, near the old
bus stand, but after the for-
mation of the district,
every effort was made by
the local administration to
make land available, but
due to the lack of attention
by the competent officials
of the post office, it is
again operating in a rent-
ed building.

Apart from this, Ganga
water of Haridwar and
Gangotri was being made
available through the post
office by the central gov-
ernment for the poor and
lower classes, which is
also currently out of
stock.

Similarly LED bulbs
used to be easily available

through the post office,
which is also currently
closed. Due to the negli-
gence and non-coopera-
tive attitude of the offi-
cers, the residents of the
area are not getting the
benefit of both these
schemes.

Praveen Dewangan, in-
charge of the main post
office, said that the
scheme of LED bulbs has

been stopped and Ganga
water is not coming, due
to which it is not available
and demand letter has
been sent.

When attention was
drawn to regional MP
Arun Saw, he said that
this is a very important
scheme of the Central
Government; therefore it
has to be implemented
smoothly.

Central Chronicle News

Raigarh, Jan 18: Fusion
Micro Finance, India's sec-
ond largest NBFC-MFI, pro-
viding underprivileged
women with economic op-
portunities, organized
health check-up camp in
collaboration with Netram
Eye Foundation NGO in
Gharghoda, Chhattisgarh.

Over 80 people came
from nearby villages who
attended the camp and re-
ceived free health check-
ups and doctor consulta-
tions. There were 2 gyne-
cologists and 1 general
physician present at the
camp and conducted tests
for blood pressure, hemo-
globin, and diabetes and
distributed free medicines.

Rural India is still devoid
of conventional healthcare
services and medical infra-
structure which forces the
people to travel long dis-
tances for medical care. The

health camps organized by
Fusion Micro Finance are
an effort towards offering
access to primary health-
care in the remotest of vil-
lages across India.

Chief Guest present at
the health camp include Dr.
Ashish Meena (Health

Official, Gharghoda) who
appreciated the efforts of
Fusion Micro Finance for
working towards women's
health issues.

Fusion members Satish
Kumar (Divisional
Manager), Ajay Gautam
(Area Manager), Arjun

Kumar (Branch Manager),
Sunil Paswan (Branch
Manager) and other branch
staff were present at the
event to ensure smooth
functioning.

Fusion Micro Finance
organizes regular health-
care programs like Project

Ojas: An eye-care initiative,
menstrual hygiene man-
agement, covid vaccination
program, wheelchair dis-
tribution program etc.
During FY 22-23, Fusion
covered over 2,600 people in
16 health camps across 13
states of India.

Central Chronicle News

Bhond, Jan 18: Bastar
Area Tribal Development
Authority President and
MLA Lakheshwar Baghel
organized a meeting and
felicitation ceremony for
the panchayat representa-
tives of the assembly area
at his residence here in
which Panchayat repre-
sentatives, Congress of-
fice bearers and workers
of the area participated
in large numbers and all
were honored by the MLA
in the program.

On this occasion, while
congratulating all for the
commencement of the
New Year, Baghel said
that due to the Corona cri-
sis for three years in the
tenure of five years, the
panchayat representa-
tives did not get a chance
to do much work, now
there is a need to work in
the remaining two years.

He said that the pan-
chayats where employ-
ment-oriented works have
not started should imme-
diately submit proposals
and along with this,
Panchayat representa-
tives should complete the
incomplete construction
works on time.

He further said that as-
sembly and Lok Sabha

elections are to be held in
the coming year 2023 and
2024, therefore we need to
work better in these elec-
tions also. The Congress
government of the state is
running many public wel-
fare schemes, the benefits
of those schemes will
have to be extended to
maximum number of
people.

Central Chronicle News

Janjgir-Champa, Jan 18:
The newly admitted students
of D.Pham and B.Pharm
have been subjected for a
week long induction pro-
gramme as part of profes-
sional academic beginning.
Dr. Jwala Patel, Academic In-
charge of the college did
serve as the Master of the
week-long event. On the
opening day during the
Inaugural ceremony, The
Principal, Prof Minaketan
Tripathy, greeted the newly
joined students with the in-
stitutional commitment of
providing 360 degree profes-
sional grooming to the aspir-
ing future pharmacists.

The inauguration day has
been virtually graced by
Prof Ramesh K Goyal, Vice
chancellor, Delhi

Pharmaceutical sciences re-
search University, who
blessed the students and
spoke about the different op-
portunities, those are there
in the field of pharmacy, fal-
lowed by Dr. Chea Sin, Dean
Faculty of Pharmacy,
University of Puthisastra,
Phenom penh, Cambodia,
who gave the professorial
lecture on the topic of
"Pharmacy education in
Cambodia".

On the second day Dr. B.B
Borse , Deputy Director,
CFTRI, graced the students
with his talk on
"Nutraceuticals and
Health," followed by his in-
spiring presentation on
"Nutraceuticals, Science,
technology and spirituali-
ty". On the third day Prof
Renad Alyatudin, Senior
Professor of Pharmacology,

Sechenov University and
Director of Drug safety,
Ministry of health,
Russian Federation greeted

the students , academic
staff with his best wishes
and welcome the newly
joined students to the pro-

fession of pharmacy. He
spoke about the possibility
of future research coopera-
tion between the institu-
tions. The same day Prof
Abu Bakar Abdul Majeed
Dean Faculty of Pharmacy,
Universiti Teknoligi
MARA did exchage his
well wishes to the stu-
dents, did address the audi-
ence covering the emer-
gence and chronological
journey, and in overall the
history of the Profession
of pharmacy. He talked
about possible student ex-
change programme be-
tween the institutions. The
fourth day has been dedi-
cated for public speaking
exercise, where in all new
comers did participate in
the  public speaking  com-
petition on the title
"Bachapan Se Aaj tak".

During all these days the
members of the teaching fra-
ternity interacted with the
freshers with their respec-
tive introduction, academic
and as well their involved re-
search. The fifth day was for
valediction,. During the
Valedictory remark The
principal spoke about
Experimental ethics, out-
come and its significance in
pharmaceutical sciences.
The invited speaker,
Sumanta Biswal, an entre-
preneurial architect, the
Director of Lavni Health
care  presented the Invited
talk on "Entrepreneur-ship".
The  outstanding students
during public speaking  were
rewarded with their recogni-
tion. The weeklong event
concluded with the Vote of
thanks by the Vice Principal
, Gaurav Verma.

Central Chronicle News

Pandariya, Jan 18: For
construction of National
Highway No. 130A, from
Mungeli via Pandariya to
Pondi trees are being felled
by the Forest Department.
On both the roads on the
said route, there are nu-
merous plants and trees all
of medicinal properties

and some very old too.
Purnima Rajput, Ranger

of Forest Department
Pandariya East, told that
465 trees from Mahka to
Pandariya, 325 trees from
Pandariya to Pandatarai
and 238 Arjun and other
big trees from Pandatarai
to Podi will be cut, whiel
others will be from
Mungeli.

According to this ratio, a
total of 1028 trees will be
cut in the Pandariya area,
instead of which 10280
saplings will be planted.
However it will be the re-
sponsibility of the Forest
Department to plant trees
and after cutting the big
trees, it is being said that
ten times more trees will
be planted.

Preparation for Arpa Mahotsav begins
Central Chronicle News

Gourella, Pendra,
Marwahi, Jan 18:
Preparation for Arpa
Mahotsav has begun here
with important decisions
taken in the steering com-
mittee meeting chaired by
MLA Dr. KK Dhruv.

In the meeting it was
agreed to ensure public
participation in the dis-
trict establishment festival
and to invite Chief
Minister Mr. Bhupesh
Baghel as the chief guest
of the dignified event.
Important points includ-
ing giving priority to local
artists, organizing sports
activities, promoting
Chhattisgarhi culture, set-
ting up departmental
stalls, encouraging talent-
ed players and artists of
the district were dis-
cussed.

Discussion was held on
assigning responsibility to
different departments for
stage arrangements, tents,

food zone, hammocks, de-
partmental stalls etc. for
Arpa Mahotsav.

State Scheduled Tribe

member Mrs. Archana
Porte, State Youth
Commission member
Uttam Vasudev, District
Panchayat President Arun
Singh Chauhan, Abhay
Narayan Rai from Arpa
Development Authority,
Collector Ms. Richa
Prakash Chowdhary,
Forest Officer Satyadev
Sharma, Additional
Collector BC Ekka,
Additional Superintendent
of Police Archana Jha,
Project Director DRDA RK
Khunte along with officers
of Revenue, Tribal
Development, Education,
Rural Engineering
Services, Public Works,
Public Health
Engineering, Health,
Electricity, Agriculture
Department and all
District CEOs and Chief
Municipal officials were
present.

Parliamentary Secretary
inaugurates NSS Camp

Central Chronicle News

Mahasamund, Jan 18:
Parliamentary Secretary
and MLA Vinod Sevenlal
Chandrakar inaugurated
the National Service
Scheme camp organized at
village Parsada. The camp
was conducted under the
guidance of Principal GR
Sinha and program officer
Mrs. Sarita Tiwari in vil-
lage Parsada on the theme
of youth for rural develop-
ment of National Service
Scheme unit for seven
days. 52 students partici-
pated in the camp.

P a r l i a m e n t a r y
Secretary and MLA Vinod
Seven Lal Chandrakar was
the chief guest of the inau-
guration ceremony of the

camp and the program was
presided over by Sarpanch
Sarika Dhruv. Daulal
Chandrakar, Krishi Upaj
Mandi President Heera
Banjare, district members
Digvijay Sahu, Kamlesh
Dhruv, Chaman Sinha,
Shekhar Chandrakar,
Makhan Sinha, Baldau
Ram Dhruv, Santosh
Sinha, Narayan Sahu were

present as guests. Chief
Guest Parliamentary
Secretary Mr. Chandrakar
said that it is very impor-
tant in itself to conduct the
camp successfully for 23
consecutive years. Like
Gurukul education, the
seven-day camp teaches
discipline, group work, he
said. Daulal Chandrakar,
director of the Seed

Research Committee, nar-
rating his experiences, ap-
preciated the cordial rela-
tions being built by the vol-
unteers with the villagers.
District Education Officer
Mrs. S. Chandrasen,
Sarpanch Sarika
Dhruv,Tinki Diwan, Nutan
Jagat, Kaushalya, Yuvraj,
Prashant and others were
present.
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1028 trees being cut to
make NH No. 130A 

Induction Week at Sitaram Kashyap College of Pharmacy

Benefits of welfare 
schemes should reach more

people: Lakheshwar

MLA Chabda takes
part in Jayanti prog

Central Chronicle News

BBeerrllaa,,  JJaann  1188::  MLA Ashish Chabda
took part in the Bhakt Guha Nishad
Jayanti programme held in Gram
Amora the other day. He extended
greetings to all on this Jayanti.
Addressing the gathering, MLA
Ashish Chabda made a declaration
of Rs 2.0 lakh for construction of
Kitchet set in Nishad Samaj build-
ing in Gram Amora. 

He said that Nishad Samaj
holds a glorious past and even the
Lord Shri Ram has been debt-ful to
Nishad Samaj. It was during 14 yrs
of exile by Lord Shri Ram, it was
Guha Nishad who took him across
the river in his boat. MLA Chabda

said that it is an honour to be pres-
ent in this programme and added
that Nishad Samaj has always
walked on the path of progress. He
made an appeal to the senior citi-
zens of the Samaj to take more ini-
tiatives and active participation for
education and social awareness
among the people of Nishad
Samaj. In this programme,
Dwarika Prasad Pandey, Mohit
Verma, President Sewa Sahakari
Samiti Bijabhat, Santrm Yadav,
Rajkumar Nishad, President Kewat
Samaj, Tarkeshwar Verma,
Sarpanch Kanhaiya Nishad,
Mahanand Yadav, Janpad member
rep Nohar Nishad, Paras Nishad
and others were present. 

Of Nishad Samaj in Gram Amora

Health Camp benefits 80 patients in Gharghoda
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BRIEF

Stone 
 New Delhi: Lt

Governor V K Saxena
on Wednesday laid the
foundation stone of a
cycle track which will
be developed by the
New Delhi Municipal
Council around the
Nehru Park here, an
official statement
said. Spread over an
area of 75 acres,
Nehru Park in
Chanakyapuri is sur-
rounded by various
foreign embassies,
high commissions,
residents of diplomats
and high-profile digni-
taries and houses of
central government
employees.

Suicide
 New Delhi: A 26-year-

old man died after al-
legedly jumping in
front of a train at the
Mandi House metro
station here on
Wednesday, police
said. The deceased has
been identified as
Ravi, a resident of
Poornia in Bihar, they
said, adding that no
suicide note has been
recovered from him. A
senior police officer
said a call was re-
ceived at around 2:30
pm stating that a man
had jumped in front of
train at Mandi House
metro station.

Injured 
 Chaibasa: A woman

was injured after
Naxals belonging to the
banned People’s
Liberation Front of
India (PLFI) outfit
opened indiscriminate
fire on villagers in
Jharkhand’s West
Singhbhum district,
police said on
Wednesday. Around a
dozen PLFI operatives
reached Karika village
in Bandgaon area on
Tuesday night and
opened indiscriminate
fire on the villagers, in-
juring the woman in
the leg, Superintendent
of Police Ashutosh
Shekhar said.

Seized 
 Jammu: A suspected

improvised explosive
device (IED), planted
in a tiffin box, was
seized in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Rajouri dis-
trict on Wednesday, a
senior police official
said. Senior
Superintendent of
Police, Rajouri,
Mohammad Aslam
said the object was
found from an open
field in the town’s
Kheora locality in the
afternoon.

Anniv gift
 Noida: The Noida

Metro Rail
Corporation (NMRC)
will give free smart
cards to commuters for
a 10-day period from
January 26, officials
said on Wednesday.
This is being done to
mark the fourth an-
niversary of the
launch of the Aqua
Line of the metro net-
work connecting Noida
and Greater Noida, the
NMRC said. “NMRC is
celebrating the ongo-
ing ‘Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav’ - 75 years of
India’s Independence
and its fourth anniver-
sary of successful com-
mercial operation of
Aqua Line on January
26, 2023,” NMRC
Managing Director
Ritu Maheshwari said.

LAST RESPECTS

People gather to pay their last respects to the titular eighth Nizam of Hyderabad Mukarram Jah at Chowmahalla
Palace in the old city of Hyderabad, Wednesday.

WB CM Mamata Banerjee
addresses an election
rally, at Mendipathar 

in North Garo Hills 
district of Meghalaya,

Wednesday.

Khammam (Telangana),
Jan 18 (PTI): The ‘Make
in India’ initiative has be-
come a ‘Joke in India,
Telangana Chief Minister
K Chandrasekhar Rao
said on Wednesday, taking
a dig at the BJP-led Centre.

Addressing the first
public meeting of Bharat
Rashtra Samithi (BRS)
here, party chief Rao said
free power would be pro-
vided to farmers across
the country if a ‘BRS pro-
posed government’ cap-
tured power at the Centre
in 2024, following polls to
the Lok Sabha.

“Make in India has be-
come Joke in India. There
is Make in India, but there
are China bazaars in every
street (in the country),” he
said ridiculing the NDA
government’s flagship pro-
gramme.

He further said if BRS
comes to power, the
Agnipath scheme for re-
cruitment in Armed forces
would be abolished.
Schemes like Telangana’s

Rythu Bandhu (for the
welfare of farmers) should
be implemented through-
out the country and it is
his party’s slogan and de-
mand, KCR asserted.

He slammed the BJP
and Congress, alleging
that both the parties are
responsible for interstate
water issues. He said the
BRS is opposing tooth and

nail the ‘disinvestment of
LIC’. Presided by BRS
President Rao, the meet-
ing was attended by Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal, Punjab CM
Bhagwant Mann, his
Kerala counterpart
Pinarayi Vijayan, CPI
General Secretary D Raja
and Samajwadi Party
leader Akhilesh Yadav.

Make in India has become
‘Joke in India,’ says KCR

Telangana Chief Minister K Chandrashekar Rao with Chief
Ministers Arvind Kejriwal (Delhi), Bhagwant Mann
(Punjab), P Viajayan (Kerala), Samajwadi Party President
Akhilesh Yadav, CPI leader D Raja and national leaders and
farmers’ representatives of many states ahead of BRS
(Bharat Rashtra Samithi) party’s rally that is to be held in
Khammam, in Hyderabad, Wednesday.

ANNUAL URS FEST

Devotee take part in the flag hoisting ceremony for the annual Urs festival at the shrine of Sufi Sant Hazrat Khwaja
Moinuddin Chishti, in Ajmer.

Khammam (Telangana),
Jan 18 (PTI): Accusing the
BJP-ruled Centre of ‘undo-
ing’ the foundations of the
nation’s democracy, Kerala
Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan on Wednesday
called for a ‘new resistance’
to protect secularism,
democracy and the
Constitution and said peo-
ple’s unity has to emerge
against the communal
agenda that seeks to divide
the country.

Addressing a public
meeting organised by K
Chandrasekhar Rao-led
BRS here, the veteran
CPI(M) leader alleged that
the Centre was constantly
“trying to destroy” the
country’s federal structure
and it was using the offices
of Governors to target non-
BJP state governments.
This mammoth rally is
being held at a time when
the basic tenets of our

Constitution are facing a
series of threats from the
people who are at the helm
of affairs at the Centre, he
said. “I hope that today, in
Khammam, the land of
people’s resistances, we
will have the beginning of

a new resistance, a resist-
ance to secure the ideals
that we fought for in our
freedom struggle. A resist-
ance to protect our secular-
ism, our democracy, our
Constitution and thereby
our nation,” Vijayan said.

Without directly naming
BJP, Vijayan said there is a
“peculiar situation” in
which a political formation
that was not part of our na-
tional freedom struggle is
in power in the country.
Charging that the followers
of those who tendered un-
conditional apologies to
the colonisers and prom-
ised to serve the imperial
crown are at the helm of af-
fairs today, he said they
have been and remain “an-
tagonistic” to the values of
the anti-colonial struggle.
“Since those in power now
were not part of our collec-
tive struggles then, they do
not know the values on
which India has been built
as a sovereign, democratic,
republic. So, they seek to
alter the basic structures
on which our modern na-
tion has been built,” the
Kerala Chief Minister fur-
ther said.

Vijayan calls for ‘new resistance’ against BJP rule

Telangana Chief Minister K Chandrashekar Rao welcomes
Kerala CM P Viajayan for the BRS (Bharat Rashtra Samithi)
party’s rally that is to be held in Khammam, in Hyderabad,
Wednesday.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJaann  1188  ((PPTTII))::

The government on
Wednesday proposed a slew of
changes to the insolvency law,
including fast-tracking the
process and expanding the
scope of pre-packaged frame-
work. The Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code (IBC), which
came into force in 2016, provides
for a market-linked and time-
bound resolution of stressed
assets. The Code has already
undergone various amend-
ments. “To strengthen the func-
tioning of the IBC, changes to
the Code are being considered in
relation to the admission of cor-
porate insolvency resolution
process (CIRP) applications,
streamlining the insolvency res-
olution process, recasting the
liquidation process, and the role
of service providers under the
Code,” the ministry said in a

notice. Among other changes,
the corporate affairs ministry
has suggested developing a
state-of-the-art electronic plat-
form that can handle several
processes under the Code with
minimum human interface. “It is
being considered that this e-
platform may provide for a case
management system, automat-
ed processes to file applications
with the AAs, delivery of notices,
enabling interaction of IPs
(Insolvency Professionals) with
stakeholders, storage of records
of CDs (Corporate Debtors)
undergoing the process, and
incentivising participation of
other market players in the IBC
ecosystem,” the notice said. The
ministry has also proposed
redesigning the Fast-Track
Corporate Insolvency Resolution
Process (FIRP) to allow financial
creditors to drive the insolvency
resolution process for a CD out-

side of the judicial process while
retaining some involvement of
the Adjudicating Authority (AA)
to improve the legal certainty of
the final outcome. “It is being
considered that the provisions
dealing with FIRP may be
amended to provide that unre-
lated FCs (Financial Creditors) of
a CD may select and approve a
resolution plan through an infor-
mal out-of-court process and
involve the AA only for its final
approval (or a moratorium, if
needed). “Insolvency resolution
through this procedure will be
available for CDs with such asset
size as notified by the central
government. Further, the resolu-
tion plan approved through this
procedure will have the same
sanctity as a regular plan
approved during the CIRP
(Corporate Insolvency
Resolution Process),” the notice
said.

Govt proposes slew 
of changes to insolvency law

New Delhi, Jan 18 (PTI): 

A 30-year-old IIT Delhi
student was killed and his
friend was injured after
they were allegedly hit by
a car outside the campus
here, police said on
Wednesday.

Ashraf Nawaz Khan
and Ankur Shukla (29)
went to a restaurant on
Tuesday night and were
crossing the road after
having dinner when the
car hit both of them, a sen-
ior police officer said.

Khan died during treat-
ment at the Safdarjung
hospital while Shukla is
admitted to the Max hospi-
tal in Saket with a frac-
tured leg, he said.

Both of them were
doing their PH.D from IIT
Delhi, police said.

The car, which hit the
two, was found abandoned
at some distance. The driv-
er of the car has been iden-
tified, police said.

Khan’s relatives, howev-
er, expressed anger over
delay by police in reaching
the spot.

“Ashraf was crossing
the road and was hit by a
vehicle. He was not a small
boy. He was an adult. How
come someone just hit him
and fled the spot. I being
his guardian was here at 2
am and when I urged the
police to come immediate-
ly, they said they would
come only by 8 am.

IIT Delhi student
killed, another injured

After being hit by car

‘Kashmir solution
within constitutional

framework’
Srinagar, Jan 18 (PTI):
PDP president Mehbooba
Mufti on Wednesday said
the solution to the
Kashmir problem is with-
in the framework of the
Constitution but the start-
ing point for any reconcili-
ation will have to be the
restoration of the special
status and statehood to
Jammu and Kashmir.

“There is no way other
than reconciliation in
Jammu and Kashmir but
the starting point for it
will be the restoration of
whatever has been
snatched from the (erst-
while) state,” Mufti told re-
porters here. She was re-
sponding to a question
about Pakistani Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif ’s
statement on Kashmir in
an interview with Dubai-
based Al Arabiya TV.

New Delhi, Jan 18 (PTI): 

The magnificent
Parliament House,
which may soon hand
over its position as the
country’s hallowed legis-
lature to a new complex
coming up in its vicinity,
was inaugurated on this
very day 96 years ago by
the then Viceroy Lord
Irwin.

The historic building,
an architectural marvel
with its charming circu-
lar design and an im-
pressive colonnade of
144 creamy sandstone on
the first floor, was
opened amid much fan-
fare at a time when the
new imperial capital of
the British Raj — New
Delhi — was being built
at a site in Raisina Hill

area. According to
archival documents and
rare old images, a grand
ceremony was held on
January 18, 1927 to mark
the opening of the ma-
jestic building, then
called as the Council
House.

Over a century ago,
when the nation was still
in the making and
Independence 26 years
away, Britain’s Duke of
Connaught had laid the
foundation stone of
Parliament House on
February 12, 1921, and
said it would stand “as
the symbol of India’s re-
birth to yet higher des-
tinies”. The building,
with a diameter of 560 ft
and circumference of
one-third of a mile, was
designed by Sir Herbert

Baker, who along with
Sir Edwin Lutyens was
chosen to design the new
imperial capital in
Delhi.

According to the book
“New Delhi - Making of
a Capital”, Lord Irwin
had arrived in his
viceregal carriage at a
pavilion set up at the
Great Place (now Vijay
Chowk), and then “pro-
ceeded to open the door
of the Council House
with a golden key, hand-
ed to him by Sir Herbert
Baker”.

The opening of the
Parliament House build-
ing, revered today as
India’s temple of democ-
racy, was much talked
about then in both do-
mestic and foreign
press.

Parliament House was opened 
on January 18, 1927 with much fanfare

Panaji, Jan 18 (PTI): 

The implementation of
the law banning loud
music after 10 pm will
weaken Goa’s appeal as a
wedding destination but
the state government is
willing to create special
venues for hosting such
events, Chief Minister
Pramod Sawant said on
Wednesday.

Sawant was speaking in
the assembly during the
ongoing winter session.

Recalling his experi-
ence at a function affected
by the curb on music,
Sawant said, “I had gone
for one such wedding
where they had to wind up
everything by 10 pm. The
hosts were quite upset,”
he said.

The Goa Bench of the
Bombay High Court has
asked the state govern-
ment to implement the
Noise Pollution
(Regulation and Control)
Rules that prohibit loud
music outdoors after 10
pm.

Stressing the need for a
legal solution to the new

challenge in the coastal
state whose economy is
heavily dependent on
tourists, Sawant said the
government is ready to
create special areas where
destination weddings and
similar events can be held
without too many restric-
tions on music. The chief
minister was speaking

after the Opposition
moved a calling attention
motion saying the curbs
on outdoor music will
have a negative impact on
tourism, hospitality and
entertainment industries
as well as the Goan cul-
ture.

State Environment
Minister Nilesh Cabral
said the local community
has been celebrating mar-
riages with joy and pomp
past midnight.

“The village-level reli-
gious celebrations like
‘zatra’ and feast were
going past midnight and a
common feature across
Goa. But after the intro-
duction of Noise Pollution
(Regulation & Control)
Rules, 2000, all these activ-
ities are now curtailed
and they are causing legal
impediments to such reli-
gious cultural activities,”
he said.

VS raises concerns over curbs on loud music 

Goa Chief Minister Pramod Sawant speaks during the
Winter Session of Goa Legislative Assembly, in Porvorim,
Wednesday.

 At night in 
tourist-friendly state



London, Jan 18: 

The Church of
England said Wednesday
it will allow blessings for
same-sex, civil marriages
for the first time but
same-sex couples still
will not be allowed to
marry in its churches.

The decision followed
five years of debate and
consultation on the
church’s position on sex-
uality. It is expected to be
outlined in a report to
the church’s national as-
sembly, the General
Synod, which meets in
London next month.
Under the proposals, the
Church of England’s

stance that the sacra-
ment of matrimony is re-
stricted to unions be-
tween one man and one
woman will not change.

However, same-sex cou-
ples would be able to
have a church service
with prayers of dedica-
tion, thanksgiving or for
God’s blessing after they
have a civil wedding or
register a civil partner-
ship. Same-sex marriage
has been legal in
England and Wales since
2013, but the church did
not change its teaching
when the law changed.

Archbishop of
Canterbury Justin Welby,
the spiritual leader of

the Anglican Church, ac-
knowledged that the pro-
posals “will appear to go
too far for some and not
nearly far enough for oth-
ers.”

“This response reflects
the diversity of views in
the Church of England
on questions of sexuality,
relationships and mar-
riage. I rejoice in that di-
versity and I welcome
this way of reflecting it
in the life of our church,”
Welby said.
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LAST RITES

Relatives and friends perform last rites of the plane crash victims, in Pokhara, Nepal,
Wednesday.

LION DANCE

Divers wearing Chinese traditional dragon costumes perform an underwater Lion Dance at the Giant Aquarium in
Seaworld Ancol, Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday.

Male, Jan 18 (PTI):

India and Maldives are
good neighbours and
strong partners, External
Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar said on
Wednesday as he under-
lined that the two coun-
tries also together have the
responsibility for peace
and security in the region.

Jaishankar, who is here
on the first leg of his
three-day visit to the
Maldives and Sri Lanka,
made the remarks after a
“productive meeting” with
his Maldivian counterpart
Abdulla Shahid during
which they discussed the
full spectrum of special bi-
lateral partnership with a
focus on development co-
operation, capacity build-
ing and people-to-people
ties. “We are good neigh-
bours. We are strong part-

ners. We have mutually in-
vested in development and
progress. But we also to-
gether have a responsibili-
ty for peace and security
in the region,” the minis-
ter said in a joint press ap-
pearance along with
Shahid. He said the securi-
ty partnership between
the two countries also con-
tinues to strengthen which
is the way it should be.

“Again here, India is al-
ways willing to meet the
requirements and the
needs of the Maldives both
for itself and for the larger
region,” he added.

“A lot of our diplomatic
attention is being given to
easing global tensions and
ensuring the interest of
countries like
Maldives...many of your
concerns are also our con-

cerns,” Jaishankar added.
A number of significant
Memorandums of
Understanding were ex-
changed between
Maldives and India in var-
ious fields, expanding the
cooperation between the
two countries. One of the
MoUs was on additional
grant assistance of 100
million Rufiyaa for the
High Impact Community
Development Project
(HICDP) scheme. A num-
ber of socio-economic de-
velopment projects are
planned to be implement-
ed throughout the country
under this funding.

Others included the de-
velopment of a sports
complex in Gahdhoo and
academic collaboration be-
tween Maldives National
University and Cochin
University of Science and
Technology.

‘India and Maldives are good neighbours’
Together have responsibility for regional peace’

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar at a delegation level
meeting with with his Maldivian counterpart Abdulla
Shahid in Manadhoo. 

Brovary (Ukraine), Jan
18 (AP): Ukraine’s interi-
or minister died on
Wednesday in a helicopter
crash near the capital that
killed more than a dozen
other people, including
children, authorities said.

Interior Minister Denys
Monastyrskyi, who over-
saw Ukraine’s police and
emergency services, is the
most senior official to die
since Russia invaded near-
ly 11 months ago.

His death, along with
two others from his min-
istry, was the second
calamity in four days for
Ukraine, after a Russian
missile strike on an apart-
ment building killed
dozens of civilians. There
was no immediate word
on whether the morning
crash, near a kinder-
garten and reportedly in
heavy fog, was an accident

or related to the war, but
Ukrainian authorities im-
mediately opened an in-
vestigation. No fighting
has been reported recent-
ly in the Kyiv area.
Ukraine’s State
Emergency Service said
that 17 people were killed

in the crash, including
nine people who were
aboard the helicopter and
four children who pre-
sumably were on the
ground.

It said 25 people have
been injured, including 11
children. Early official re-

ports gave slightly differ-
ent casualty figures, in-
cluding a higher death
toll. Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy de-
scribed the crash as “a ter-
rible tragedy” on a “black
morning”. “The pain is
unspeakable,” he wrote on
Telegram.

British Home Secretary
Suella Braverman called
the 42-year-old
Monastyrskyi “a leading
light in supporting the
Ukrainian people during
Putin’s illegal invasion.”
She said she was “struck
by his determination, op-
timism and patriotism”.

Monastyrskyi’s deputy
Yevhen Yenin and State
Secretary of the Ministry
of Internal Affairs Yurii
Lubkovych were also
among those killed, ac-
cording to the chief of
Ukraine’s National Police.

HELICOPTER CRASH 

Ukraine interior minister, others killed 

A view of the scene where a helicopter crashed on civil
infrastructure in Brovary, on the outskirts of Kyiv, Ukraine,
Wednesday. 

Zurich, Jan 18 (AP):

US Treasury Secretary
Janet Yellen met
Wednesday with her
Chinese counterpart and
pledged an effort to manage
differences and “prevent
competition from becom-
ing anything ever near con-
flict” as the two nations try
to thaw relations. Yellen’s
first face-to-face meeting
with Vice Premier Liu He
in Zurich is the highest-
ranking contact between
the two countries since
their presidents agreed last
November to look for areas
of potential cooperation.
Liu, for his part, said he
was ready to work together
to seek common ground be-
tween China and the US.
“No matter how circum-
stances change, we should
always maintain dialogue

and exchanges,” he said. A
US Treasury readout of
their meeting says the two
agreed that the US and
China would cooperate
more on climate finance is-
sues and would both work
to support “developing
countries in their clean en-
ergy transitions.”

‘US, China officials agree
to climate finance work’

Janet Yellen

DDaavvooss,,  JJaann  1188  ((AAPP))::

The world is in a “sorry
state” because of myriad
“interlinked” challenges
including climate change and
Russia’s war in Ukraine that are
“piling up like cars in a chain
reaction crash,” the UN chief
said at the World Economic
Forum’s meeting Wednesday.
UN Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres delivered his gloomy
message on the second day of
the elite gathering of world
leaders and corporate execu-
tives in the Swiss ski resort of
Davos. Sessions took a grim
turn when news broke of a hel-
icopter crash in Ukraine that
killed 16 people, including
Ukraine’s interior minister and
other officials.

Forum President Borge
Brende requested 15 seconds
of silence and Ukrainian first
lady Olena Zelenska dabbed
teary eyes, calling it “another
very sad day,” then telling
attendees that “we can also
change this negative situation
for the better.”

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy was
scheduled to address the con-
clave by video link as the
Ukrainian delegation that
includes his wife pushes for
more aid, including weapons,
from international allies to
fight Russia. Speaking shortly
before Zelenskyy is German
Chancellor Olaf Scholz, who is
facing pressure to send tanks
to help Ukraine and is the only
leader to attend Davos from
the Group of 7 biggest
economies. Guterres said the
“gravest levels of geopolitical
division and mistrust in gener-

ations” are undermining
efforts to tackle global prob-
lems, which also include
widening inequality, a cost-of-
living crisis sparked by soaring
inflation and an energy crunch,
lingering effects of the COVID-
19 pandemic, supply-chain dis-
ruptions and more.

He singled out climate
change as an “existential chal-
lenge,” and said a global com-
mitment to limit the Earth’s
temperature rise to 1.5
degrees Celsius “is nearly
going up in smoke.”

Guterres, who has been one
of the most outspoken world
figures on climate change, ref-
erenced a recent study that
found scientists at Exxon Mobil
made remarkably accurate
predictions about the effects of
climate change as far back as
the 1970s, even as the compa-
ny publicly doubted that warm-
ing was real.

“We learned last week that
certain fossil fuel producers
were fully aware in the 1970s
that their core product was
baking our planet,” he said in
his speech. “Some in Big Oil
peddled the big lie.”

UN chief warns the
world is in a ‘sorry state’

Antonio Guterres 

Church of England refuses
to back same-sex marriage

Terrorist attack
on Pak forces
kills 4 soldiers

Karachi, Jan 18 (PTI): A
convoy of Pakistani secu-
rity forces came under at-
tack from terrorists
across the border with
Iran in the restive
Balochistan province on
Wednesday, killing four
soldiers in the latest inci-
dent of cross-border clash-
es.

Pakistan’s southwest-
ern Balochistan province
shares borders with
Afghanistan and Iran.

According to the Inter-
Services Public Relations
(ISPR), the Pakistan
Army’s media wing, the
security personnel were
killed during a “terrorist
activity” from across the
Pakistan-Iran border in
Balochistan’s Panjgur dis-
trict.

The firing took place in
Chukab sector near the
border where the soldiers
were patrolling along the
border, it said.



T he number and scale of
projects using and mak-

ing hydrogen, a gas that releas-
es energy when burned with-
out emitting carbon dioxide, is
rapidly growing. If its con-
struction goes to plan, a Euro
2.5 billion (GBP 2.18 billion) un-
dersea pipeline will convey
"green hydrogen" from Spain
to France from 2030. In the US,
some power stations are being
upgraded to allow hydrogen to
be blended with fossil gas, and
the Norwegian oil company
Equinor is teaming up with
Thermal SSE to build a 1,800
megawatt (MW) "blue hydro-
gen" power plant in Britain.
Meanwhile, China unveiled a
plan in March which includes
deploying 50,000 hydrogen ve-
hicles by 2025 and early
December saw the first hydro-
gen-fuelled tractors and fork-
lifts leave the assembly line at a
new plant in Guangdong
province.

Hydrogen is produced in
multiple ways. A colour spec-
trum is used to render it sim-
ple. "Grey" and "brown/black"
hydrogen come from fossil gas
(methane) and coal (brown or
black coal) respectively a
process that, for every tonne of
hydrogen, emits between ten
and 12 tonnes of CO2 for grey
hydrogen and 18 to 20 for
brown. "Blue" is the same
process except the carbon
dioxide is supposed to be cap-
tured and stored underground.
And "green" hydrogen is con-
ventionally defined as generat-
ed from splitting water into hy-
drogen and oxygen using re-
newable electricity. But only
0.04 per cent of hydrogen is
green, and blue hydrogen is

less than 1 per cent.
The rest is grey or brown,

most of which is used in oil re-
fineries and for manufactur-
ing ammonia and methanol.
It's an enormous industry
which emits more CO2 than all
of Britain and France com-
bined. It is widely hoped that a
silver lining of today's high
gas prices will be green hydro-
gen becoming a cost-competi-
tive alternative to dirty fuels in
boilers, shipping tankers and
steelworks furnaces.
Unfortunately, without elec-
tricity market reform, this op-
portunity is likely to be squan-
dered. And while the buzz
around the hydrogen economy
intensifies, a closer look sug-
gests the fuel is less a spear-
head for a green transition and
more the subject of an elabo-
rate bait-and-switch operation
by oil companies. Hydrogen's
true colours Green hydrogen
is essential for decarbonisa-
tion: to replace fossil fuels in
steelmaking, ammonia pro-
duction for fertilisers and pos-
sibly shipping and trucking
processes which are difficult
to electrify.

Some green hydrogen is
crosshatched with dirtier
hues. So it's not simply that in
its production a lot of energy
is wasted in the double trans-
formation from electricity to
gas and then fuel. But burning
hydrogen also emits nitrogen
oxides, air pollutants linked to
respiratory illnesses and acid
rain. If green hydrogen pro-
duction is scaled up to play a
significant economic role by
2050, its freshwater demand
will exceed one-quarter of
today's global annual con-
sumption, risking water
scarcity in some regions.
Above all, hydrogen is mean-
ingfully green only if the re-
newable energy that generates
it cannot be fed into the grid to
replace power from gas or coal
plants. Blue hydrogen relies on
a similar but much more
harmful trick of the light. For
hydrogen to be true blue, the
emissions must be captured
and securely stored.

In theory, carbon capture

and storage works but nearly
all plants use the captured car-
bon to pump more oil and
many have been shut down as
failures. Only a handful store
carbon indefinitely and even
these consume lots of energy
and capture only some of the
CO2, which can leak. Blue hy-
drogen's main source is
methane, a powerful green-
house gas that is notorious for
escaping drilling wells and
pipelines. Research suggests
that these issues make blue hy-
drogen worse for the climate
than fossil gas. In the EU, as in
many economies, electricity
pricing is based on the princi-
ple of marginal costs, which
means that the most expensive
source (typically fossil gas)
sets the wholesale power price.

During sunny or windy
spells, a glut of renewable en-
ergy generation can slash elec-
tricity prices, freeing them
from the grip of natural gas
prices for a few hours at a time.
This is often not enough to jus-
tify investments in the electrol-
ysers which produce green hy-
drogen. Green hydrogen won't
gain the necessary price ad-
vantage over blue hydrogen
and fossil gas until electricity
markets are restructured.
Meanwhile, the high price of
oil and gas has turbocharged
the industry's expansion. The
US government is exhorting
oil and fracking firms to "drill
baby drill". Britain's govern-
ment is to award more than 100
licenses to drill for oil and gas
and colossal new fossil fuel in-
vestments have been an-
nounced across the Middle
East and Africa.

In a few years when these
new sources come onstream,
and particularly if economic
growth continues to slow and
depress energy demand, gas
and oil will become cheaper
again until the next price
spike prompts new rounds of
investment, and the infernal
cycle continues. The owners of
newly-built wells, pipelines
and terminals will fight to de-
fend those assets and stall de-
carbonisation. Now fossil-fuel
firms are rebranding them-

selves as agents of "carbon
management." The aim is to
prevent their assets from get-
ting stranded by repurposing
them, presenting a largely fic-
tional substance, blue hydro-
gen, as a low-carbon "bridge"
to an unspecified green future.
Other sectors have joined the
oil-led coalition. As the engi-
neer Tom Baxter observes, gas
network operators and boiler
manufacturers see their sur-
vival in this ploy. Utilities are
similarly keen, as hydrogen's
inefficiencies allow them to
sell more power. Tackling this
stalling operation requires
public policy.

Governments will need to
regulate or tax carbon out of
the market while simultane-
ously ramping up renewables.
The approach to electricity
pricing also needs to shift, to
decouple the prices of electric-
ity generated from renewables
and fossil gas. The marginal
pricing system hugely benefits
renewable project owners,
since they profit from high
electricity prices and effective-
ly zero input costs. An alterna-
tive market structure would
set rewards for generators ac-
cording to their average costs
plus a slight surplus which
could be reinvested into de-
ploying more renewables and
other green technologies, pro-
viding consumers with cheap
electricity.

This can only be achieved
through a robustly regulated
market or by nationalising en-
ergy companies and setting
prices and production. These
interventions would give
green hydrogen a competitive
advantage over blue or grey
variants, one that could be fur-
thered with other subsidies,
such as tax credits on the
model of the US Inflation
Reduction Act. Above all, ener-
gy demand must be reduced to
ease upward pressure on price.
In any future energy system,
hydrogen will have a role. But
its expansion must be careful-
ly designed, to prevent the
promise of green hydrogen
disguising the risks of its blue
and grey cousins.
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Nervousness in BJP 
There is nervousness in

BJP due to loss of aasembly
election in Himachal
Prdesh and corporation
elections in Delhi and now
RBI had shown the red sig-
nal on OPS. As the congress
party gained the fruit of in-
dependence in the first two
or three parliament as well
as assembly  elections and
afterward started loosing
the ground and same is
going to happen with the
BJP as party had won two
elections continously. Now
the party can not won the
election on the old slogans.
Party will not be successful
in criticising the opposition
parties and rather have to
convince the voters about
their point of view. In
Himachal party could not
place the point of view on
OPS and same is going to
happen in Karnataka
where the Cong had de-
clared that Rs two thou-
sands will be paid to each
woman who is above eight-
een years. Media reports
are pouring in that Cong
party has upper hand in
Karnataka and if this pre-
diction comes true that it
will be very difficult for the
party for the other elections
which are to be held in this
year. Bank unions had al-
ready declared two days
strike on last week of this
month which will impact
the economy of the country
and such type of strikes
will continue during this
year. Recession is already
expected this year which
will adversely impact the
jobs and export as well as
new industries which will
delay the production due to
low demand in the market.
Trade deficit will increase
and ultimately impact the
GDP growth. Due to climate
change the growth of wheat
and other crops will be less
and country had already
imposed ban on wheat and
non basmati rice. Govt will
have to fight on the econom-
ic front as well as on the po-
litical arena.

Yash Pal Ralhan,
Jalandhar 

Curb imports 
from China

India’s export has signifi-
cantly slipped and import
from China has increased
manifold. China is a hostile
country that always keeps
India on tenterhooks.
Beijing still remains the
largest source of critical
imports for us. During the
freedom movement, we had
boycotted British products.
Here, we are doing just the
opposite — importing
Chinese products and giv-
ing it economic advantage.
Today’s wars are fought
with economic angle. We
have abysmally failed here.
India, despite having demo-
graphic advantage, remains
a poorly performing export-
ing country. We must, with-
out losing time, boost our
production in all fields.

BM Singh, Amritsar

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍
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30 flautists including blinds and kids led by young flute maestro Vivek Sonar along with Shikhar Naad Qureshi on drums rehearse for
an upcoming flute symphony as the part of 14th edition of Bansuri Utsav, at the steps of Marine Drive, Nariman Point, in Mumbai.

FLAUTISTS REHEARSE FOR BANSURI UTSAV

T here is one thing common among the Indian CEOs
of global IT giants: all of them completed their

higher education from a leading foreign university.
Such exposure decidedly put them into the big league
and the corollary is that the lack of a foreign degree is
as good as a disqualification for their fellow Indians. It
is in this context that the move to allow foreign univer-
sities to set up campuses in India assumes significance.
Of course, these universities will be free to fix their fees
as well as norms in terms of admissions in the sense
that the restrictions applicable to Indian universities
will not be binding on them. But it will provide more
Indian students with the opportunity to acquire qualifi-
cations that are in demand by the top companies of the
world. It is a pity that despite India’s legacy as the an-
cient seat of learning and claims of it being the
provider of knowledge to the rest of the world, not even
one Indian institution of higher learning finds a place
on the list of top 100 universities. Perhaps, as a consola-
tion point, three Indian universities have made it to the
list of the top 200: the Indian Institute of Sciences,
Bengaluru, followed by IITs of Bombay and Delhi.
Given the size and other attributes of the country, ac-
counting for one-sixth of humanity, this is indeed a du-
bious distinction. Contrast this to a country like the
United Arab Emirates with a history of just about half
a century, and much less in terms of its history of edu-
cation. The UAE today has at least three universities on
the QS World Universities Rankings list of the top 100
and as many as 20 in the top 200. QS reviews some 1,400
universities to produce its lists. Institutions are as-
sessed across six categories to effectively capture uni-
versity performance – including academic and employ-
er reputation, faculty/student ratio and research cita-
tions. The topmost consideration in the rankings is aca-
demic reputation, which accounts for 40 per cent of the
overall score. Academic reputation looks at the teach-
ing and research quality at the world’s universities.
According to QS, over 130,000 expert opinions are col-
lected from the higher education space, creating the
largest survey of academic opinion in the world. In
terms of employer reputation, QS assesses how institu-
tions prepare students for successful careers, and
which institutions provide the most competent, innova-
tive, and effective graduates. This is to address the con-
cerns of the prevailing job market, which revolves
around skills and knowledge of the students passing
out of the top institutions. Faculty-student ratio is an-
other key indicator, which recognises that a high num-
ber of academics per student reduces the teaching bur-
den and creates a more supportive student experience.
QS seeks to assess how institutions provide students
with meaningful access to lecturers and tutors. While
computing the score, citations per faculty is also an im-
portant factor. For this QS measures the quality of uni-
versity research with a citation per faculty metric, tak-
ing the total number of academic citations in papers
produced by a university in a five-year period. Also de-
ciding the rankings is the ratio of International stu-
dents and faculty in a particular institution. A highly
international university is seen to create a number of
benefits, demonstrating the ability to attract quality
students and staff from across the world, and it implies
a highly global outlook. Strong international institu-
tions are seen to provide a multinational environment,
building international sympathies and global aware-
ness. The decision to allow foreign universities to set
up campuses in India will allow Indian universities to
set up overseas campuses, which will be a big plus for
some of the more ambitious universities in the coun-
try. But academicians have opposed the UGC new GCC
proposals, saying that opening up of higher education
sector would affect the Indian universities as there
would be greater demand for admission in foreign uni-
versities. This view is typical of an isolationist ap-
proach, which has held back our institutions from up-
grading and updating themselves to the new realities of
an emerging world.

Dr Krishna Kumar Vepakomma

I t's significant to remember that 490 million people
in India, 31% of whom are kids and teenagers,

don't get enough vitamin D. All ages are affected, but in-
adequacies seem to be more prevalent in cities than in
rural regions, and more so in the north than in the
south, which is closer to the equator. Vitamin D defi-
ciency is more prevalent in India due to inadequate sun
exposure, the use of sunscreen, poor dietary practises,
and a decreased intake of foods enriched with vitamin
D. Foods high in vitamin D originate from animals, yet
the majority of Indians are vegetarians. Our modern
way of life is one of the primary causes of vitamin D
deficiency, according to scientists. Inflammation,au-
toimmune disease risk, heart health, and cognitive
function are a few other health-related factors that your
vitamin D status may affect. Lack of vitamin D-rich
items in your diet and inadequate sun exposure are
only two of the many causes that can result in vitamin
D deficiency. The inability of your kidneys to activate
vitamin D and your digestive tract's failure to absorb
the supplement properly are further potential causes.
Vitamin D, which is necessary for calcium absorption
and the maintenance of strong, healthy bones, is pro-
duced by the skin after exposure to ultraviolet B rays
from the sun.The few items that naturally contain vita-
min D should be included in your diet if you want to
benefit from it.This public health issue needs to be ad-
dressed with a multi-pronged approach that includes di-
etary diversity, exposure to sunlight, drinking fortified
milk, and using supplements as needed.According to
the Food and Safety Standards Authority, it is a well-es-
tablished practise to fortify popular and often eaten
foods with vitamin D, such as milk and edible
oil.Therefore, it is advised to use oral supplements for
the prevention, treatment, and maintenance of vitamin
D insufficiency.

Prevent Vitamin D Deficiency

Indian Universities need to break
out of Text Book Education

Green hydrogen: Why low-carbon fuels are
not benefiting from high fossil fuel prices

O ne of the ways of re-
ducing the con-

sumption of natural sand is
to utilise wastes as an alter-
native material. Recycling of
wastes could reduce the de-
mand for virgin natural re-
sources and help to dispose of
them effectively. The volumes
of wastes generated each
year in the country is alarm-
ingly increasing due to a rise
in the pollution. When it
comes to solid waste the
world produces nearly 2.0 bil-
lion tonnes of municipal
solid waste every year, which
is expected to grow to 3.4 bil-
lion tonnes by 2050.

The increasing price and
diminishing reserves of con-
struction sand encourage a
need to develop its sustain-
able and cost-effective re-
placement, helping the tran-
sition towards a circular
economy. Traditional con-
struction sand can be re-

placed by waste glass.Waste
glass is a derivative of natu-
ral sand and could potential-
ly show similar geotechnical
behaviour. Using crushed
waste glass as an alternative
to traditional sand would po-
tentially offer a double-duty
benefit by helping to address
the geo-environmental chal-
lenges of natural sand deple-
tion and disposal of ever-in-
creasing waste glass, togeth-
er.

Natural aggregates are
widely used in a range of ap-
plications. Presently, the con-
struction industry is the
biggest consumer of natural
resources in the world. It is a
common practice to crush
and screen the rock forma-
tions to different specifica-
tions, producing aggregates
suitable for different con-
struction applications. The
consumption of aggregates
is expected to increase at a

rate of 5% per annum in
India. Major sources of natu-
ral construction aggregates
include crushed stone, grav-
el, and sand.

In the country alone, near-
ly 300 million tonnes of ag-
gregates are extracted each
year, which is expected to fur-
ther increase in the coming
years. A key concern for sus-
tainable infrastructure con-
struction is the continuous
diminution of readily-avail-
able construction aggregates.
Environmentally, the extrac-
tion and logistics of aggre-
gates release carbon foot-
print, which is harmful to the
ecosystem.

Consequently, nowadays,
construction materials are
increasingly being evaluated
by their ecological footprint
Natural sand is a widely used
raw material and has become
the second-most widely con-
sumed natural resource on

planet Earth, after freshwa-
ter . It is estimated that be-
tween 32 and 50 billion
tonnes of sand and gravel are
extracted globally each year,
which is largely used in con-
struction.

As an example, the con-
struction of a medium-sized
house requires 200 tonnes of
sand; a hospital needs 3000
tonnes of sand, and each kilo-
metre of highway construc-
tion needs 30,000 tonnes of
sand. Studies show that sand
is currently being extracted
at a rate far greater than its
renewal. Indiscriminate min-
ing of sand could endanger
animal species and habitats,
harm aquatic life and cause
biodiversity loss. It could also
cause beach erosion, making
coastal communities vulnera-
ble to floods and causing loss
to the eco-tourism industry.

It is, therefore, necessary to
find ways to reduce the de-

mand for natural sand and to
look for sustainable and low-
carbon alternatives.In this
regard,research has proven
that the potential use of ever-
increasing waste glass as a
sustainable alternative to de-
pleting natural and manufac-
tured sand in geotechnical
construction is feasible. The
findings showed that the ge-
otechnical behaviour of
crushed waste glass is simi-
lar, or sometimes even supe-
rior, to traditional construc-
tion sands.

Overall, the crushed waste
glass could potentially serve
as an alternative and smart
geo-material, ultimately pro-
moting the recycling of
waste glass, reducing the bur-
den on landfill and conserv-
ing natural resources, all
helping the transition to-
wards a circular economy.
Vijaykumar H K, Raichur,

Karnataka

Recycling of waste glass needed in the country
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MeraTractor
New Delhi:Pune-based
startup MeraTractor,
which is a phygital mar-
ketplace catering to
farm mechanisation
products, has raised Rs 5
crore from investors.
With the latest Pre-
Series A funding round,
the startup has so far
raised Rs 7.25 crore. The
funding round was led
by Vibhor Sahare, CEO
& Co-founder of ANS
Commerce and ex-CEO
& Co-founder of
Gaadi.com, Real Time
Angel Fund and Digital
Futuristic Angels
Network, the company
said in a statement.

Price cut
New Delhi: Dr Reddy's
Laboratories on
Wednesday said it has
reduced the price of its
cardiovascular drug
Cidmus. The drug com-
prises combination of
sacubitril and valsar-
tan and is indicated for
heart failure patients.
"Following the price re-
duction, Cidmus will
be priced at Rs 29 for 50
mg (down from Rs
78.32); Rs 49 for 100 mg
(down from Rs 83.86);
Rs 79 for 200 mg (down
from Rs 96.71) per
tablet," the Hyderabad-
based drug maker said
in a statement.

Hindalco
New Delhi: Aditya
Birla Group's metals
flagship Hindalco
Industries plans to
raise up to Rs 700 crore
through issuance of
non-convertible deben-
tures. The debentures
will be redeemed at par
at the end of the 14
months from the date
of allotment. In a regu-
latory filing on
Wednesday, the compa-
ny said its capital rais-
ing committee has ap-
proved allotment of
70,000, which is 7.60 per
cent per annum, rated,
listed, unsecured, re-
deemable, Non-
Convertible
Debentures (NCDs) of
Rs 1,00,000 each.

Popeyes 
Chennai: Jubilant
Food Works Ltd, a food
services player, has
opened its first restau-
rant of the American
fried chicken brand,
Popeyes in the city, a top
official of the company
said on Wednesday. The
company inaugurated
its first restaurant in
Bengaluru, which was
followed by rapid ex-
pansion to 12 restau-
rants across the city in
less than a year. In
Chennai, the brand
would welcome guests
at its first restaurant
from January 20 on-
wards at the Phoenix
Marketcity Mall, the
company said in a BSE
filing.

Survey
Davos: Indians' trust in
the government and
business sector has
gone up, but declined
in media and NGOs, a
new survey showed on
Wednesday. As per the
annual Edelman Trust
Barometer report re-
leased here on the side-
lines of the World
Economic Forum
Annual Meeting 2023,
India continues to re-
main at the fourth
place on the index with
an average 73 per cent
trust in the govern-
ment, businesses,
NGOs and media.

Davos, Jan 18 (PTI): 

India is poised to take on
the global arena and move
from high-volume to high-
value products in the
pharma and med-tech sec-
tors, Union Health
Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya said on
Wednesday.

Addressing a round-
table discussion on oppor-
tunities in R&D and inno-
vation in life sciences at
the World Economic
Forum here, the minister
said the Government of
India is committed to pro-
moting Indian life sciences
as a globally competitive
sector to ensure the avail-
ability, accessibility and
affordability of drugs and
medical devices in domes-
tic and global markets.

"India is taking concert-
ed and coordinated efforts
on R&D and innovation in
the pharma-medtech sec-
tor to indigenously devel-
op cutting-edge products

and technologies," he
added.

Mandaviya said the
union government is pro-
moting an enabling
ecosystem for innovation
in the pharma-medtech
sector to become a leader
in drug discovery and in-
novative medical devices.

He said a large share of

global value capture --
nearly 40 per cent of a
market of USD 6.65 trillion
-- in the life sciences sector
lies in innovation-based
products.

Promoting drug discov-
ery and innovation will
unlock this value and also
enhance the industry's
contribution to the Indian

economy, with additional
USD 10-12 billion in ex-
ports every year, and cre-
ate a large pool of jobs to
enhance India's differenti-
ation vis a vis other devel-
oping economies.

The increased spending
on healthcare globally, the
increase in the size of the
Indian middle class, the
commitment to universal
healthcare and the atten-
tion to schemes such as
Ayushman Bharat -
Pradhan Mantri Jan
Arogya Yojana (PM-JAY)
and Pradhan Mantri
Bhartiya Jan Aushadhi
Pariyojana (PMBJP) have
created a sustained de-
mand trajectory for phar-
ma and med-tech sectors,
he noted.

The demand for better
therapeutic outcomes,
trends in personalised di-
agnostics, in-home treat-
ment, wearables, telemedi-
cine etc have created scope
for differentiated products
and service offerings.

New Delhi, Jan 18 (PTI): 

The government on
Wednesday said that it has
set a coal production tar-
get of more than one bil-
lion tonnes (BT) for the
next financial year.

Of the said target, state-
owned CIL has been given
the task to produce 780 MT
of coal, followed by 75 MT
for Singareni Collieries
Company Ltd (SCCL) and
162 MT for captive and
commercial mines.

"The ministry of coal
targets to produce more
than one billion tonne coal
during the year 2023-24,"
the coal ministry said in a
statement.

In a bid to achieve this
aim, in-depth review has
been carried out by coal
secretary Amrit Lal
Meena with all coal com-
panies.

A total of 290 mines are
operational in Coal India
Ltd (CIL) out of which 97
mines produce more than

one MT per year.
For all 97 such coal

mines, issues of land ac-
quisition, forest clearance,
environment clearance,
rail connectivity and road
connectivity have been
discussed and timelines
fixed.

With continued effort of
coal companies, out of 97
coal mines, there are no
pending issues in 56
mines. Only 41 mines have
61 issues, for which contin-
ued co-ordination and
monitoring is being car-
ried out by top manage-
ment of coal companies
with concerned state gov-
ernment authorities and
the central ministries.

CIL produced 622 MT of
coal during FY22 and 513
MT have been produced so
far in the current financial
year. It is expected that CIL
will surpass the target of
700 MT fixed for current
fiscal and accordingly will
achieve 780 MT for the
year 2023-24. CIL accounts
for over 80 per cent of do-
mestic coal production.

‘India targeting global arena
with high value pharma’

Visitors at the Hyundai pavilion 
during the Auto Expo 2023, in

Greater Noida, Wednesday.

Health Minister Mansukh Mandaviya and Bharti Enterprises
Chairman Sunil Mittal at a breakfast session organised by CII and
EY on sidelines of the World Economic Forum Annual Meeting
2023 in Davos.

India’s coal production
target at more than one

billion tonnes
For FY24

Mumbai, Jan 18: 

Nuvoco Vistas Corp Ltd,
India's fifth-largest cement
company and the largest
cement player in the East,
in terms of capacity has
launched the Nuvo Mason
- a Masonry Skill
Development Program in
Rajasthan and
Chhattisgarh as part of its
Corporate Social
Responsibility initiative to
benefit the unorganised
masonry sector.

Nuvoco has engaged
LearNet Skills as an imple-
mentation partner.
LearNet is one of the
country's leading
providers of vocational
training programs. With
this program, Nuvoco in-
tends to provide short-
term skills development
opportunities for youth
and unorganized construc-
tion sector workers
aligned with the National
Skills Qualification
Framework (NSQF). Upon
successful completion of
the program, the National
Skill Development
Corporation (NSDC) will
certify participants.

Lucknow, Jan 18 (PTI): 

The upcoming Global
Investors Summit will
play a key role in not just
having a huge impact on
the Uttar Pradesh econo-
my but on India's growth
as well, state Urban
Development and Energy
Minister AK Sharma has
said.

The state minister said
that "foreign investment
was necessary for the
economy, and the
Investors Summit will pro-
vide the right plank for it".

"Uttar Pradesh is a fast
developing state, our PM
Narendra Modi has been
talking about making it a
1-trillion economy, and the
upcoming Global
Investors Summit will
play a huge role in that,"
Sharma told PTI on

Tuesday. If we want to in-
crease our GDP by four
times then the foreign in-
vestment is necessary, and
for that, sectors like
Infrastructure, Industries,
Mining, Agriculture, etc.
will play crucial roles, he
added.

"In a state like Uttar
Pradesh, value addition is

necessary for all the sec-
tors, including Agro
Processing industries.
And that would be possible
only when there is an in-
dustrial investment.

"The upcoming
Investors Summit will pro-
vide a plank for invest-
ment in the state, and it is
a right step taken in the

right direction by our
Honourable Chief
Minister. Our state con-
tributes 8 per cent to the
GDP of the nation, so
when UP will grow, ulti-
mately the nation will
grow," said the minister.

Sharma said that such
summits help to improve
and update our system
and policies etc.

"In the last few months,
a new economic policy
was announced, also a
new solar policy was an-
nounced along with a new
bio-fuel policy. Also, we
make our policies flexible
so that Global investors
are attracted to the state. I
hope this Summit will
have a huge impact not
just on the economy of the
state but on the economy
of the country as well," he
said

‘Investors Summit will have a
huge impact on UP economy’

Mumbai, Jan 18: 

Bank of India, a leading
Public Sector Bank posted
a rise by 20% sequentially
in Net Profit at Rs.
1151crore in the quarter
ended December 31, 2022
(Q3FY23), driven by a
steady rise in operating
margins8% sequentially.

Bank has demonstrated
significant improvement
in various important pa-
rameters during the third
quarter. Operating Profit
has jumped to
Rs.3,652croreup by 74%
YoY and by 8% sequential-
ly. The Return on Assets
(RoA) stood at 55 bps. The
NIM% is reported at
3.28%, driven by the
Domestic NIM% of 3.72%.
The growth in profitabili-

ty is mainly contributed
by the growth in
Advances, more particu-
larly on the growth in
RAM and corporate seg-
ments.

With better credit off
take, considerable growth
is witnessed in NIM%,
which stood at 3.28%
thereby improved by 101
bps YoY. NII stood at
Rs.5,596crore up by 64%
YoY and 10% sequentially.
Yield on Advances at
7.67%, increased by 46 bps
sequentially and 65 bps
YoY. RAM Advances grew
by 13.24% on YoY basis
and it constitutes 54.14%
of Gross Advances. CASA
deposits domestic in-
creased by 3.70% on YoY
basis and the domestic

CASA% is reported at
44.56% on Aggregate
Deposits.

On the recovery front,
bank took several steps
which has brought down
Gross NPA% to 7.66% with
a significant decline by280
bps on YoY basis and also
reduced the Gross NPA on
absolute number by
Rs.6,875 crore on YoY
basis. The Net NPA% has
also declined and touched
to 1.61%,down by 105 bps
on YoY basis. Slippage
Ratio stood at 0.27% de-
clined by 20 bps YoY. Both
the Gross NPA and Net
NPA have reduced on ab-
solute and percentage
basis on YoY and QoQ
basis. Cost to Income Ratio
(Global) improved on se-
quential basis to 48.03%
(as on 31.12.2022) as
against 48.10% (as on
30.09.2022) and 60.03% (as
on 31.12.2021).

Bank of India posted impressive
growth in Net Profit

Both annually 
and sequentially 

Uttar Pradesh Energy Minister AK Sharma addresses at UP Global
Investors Summit's roadshow, in New Delhi.

Nuvoco offers 
certified masonry

skill training

MOU SIGNING 

Olympic athlete Abhinav Bindra with Rajasthan Sports Council President Krishna
Poonia during a press conference for MoU signing with Abhinav Bindra Foundation
Trust, in Jaipur, Wednesday.

New Delhi, Jan 18:  

Glenmark Pharmaceut-
icals Ltd. (Glenmark), an
innovation-driven, global
pharmaceutical company,
launched the sacubitril +
valsartan tablets in India,
for the treatment of heart
failure. Marketed under
the brand name ‘Sacu V™’,
it must be taken twice
daily under doctor’s pre-
scription. Its approved in-
dication is to reduce the
risk of cardiovascular re-
lated deaths and hospitali-
sations for patients with
chronic heart failure
(NYHA class II-IV) with re-
duced ejection fraction
(HFrEF). On the occasion
of this launch, Alok Malik,
EVP & Business Head -
India Formulations,

G l e n m a r k
Pharmaceuticals Ltd.,
said, “Heart failure is
growing in India at an
alarming rate; its preva-
lence is about 1% and af-
fects around 8-10 million
individuals1,2.

With the launch of Sacu
V™, we are proud to bring
to the patients an advanced
and affordable treatment
option, which has been
shown to reduce the risk of
cardiovascular death or
heart failure hospitalisa-
tion and to improve symp-
toms associated with heart
failure with reduced ejec-
tion fraction (HFrEF) 3.”
The sacubitril-valsartan
combination belongs to the
class ARNI (Angiotensin
receptor neprilysin in-
hibitor).

Heart failure treatment
becomes more affordable

with Glenmark New Delhi, Jan 18: 

TECNO, an innovative technol-
ogy brand announces the
India launch of PHANTOM X2
Pro 5G, featuring the world’s
first retractable portrait lens.
The PHANTOM X2 Pro 5G is an
enhanced version of PHAN-
TOM X2 5G launched early
this month. While the latter
was launched at INR 39,999,
the Pro variant is being
launched at INR 49,999.
Launched globally last month,
the introduction of the PHAN-
TOM X2 series marks the
brand’s entry into the premi-
um smartphone segment. The
smartphone’s pre-booking
begins today and its first-ever
sale would begin on 24th
January 2023. Consumers can
buy PHANTOM X2 Pro 5G from
Amazon and retail touch-
points.
Keeping its segment-first
approach intact, PHANTOM

X2 Pro 5G possess many firsts
of the segment such as, the
World’s first retractable por-
trait lens for pure optical
bokeh; the world’s first
MediaTek Dimensity 9000 5G
chipset based on 4-nanometer
fabrication and the world’s
first moon-crated inspired
camera design. The PHAN-
TOM X2 Pro 5G variant also
boasts of sustainability with
the World’s First Renewable
Fiber Back Cover in the Mars
Orange variant, which is made
from plastic bottles found in
the Indian Ocean and has a
38% lower carbon emission.
Commenting on the new
entrant of its flagship series,
Arijeet Talapatra, CEO, TECNO
Mobile India, said, “The pre-
mium segment, above 30K, is
witnessing significant growth
since 2022 and recorded its
highest-ever growth rate of
12% for the period Jan to Nov
22 Vs 21." 

TECNO introduces world’s
first retractable portrait lens 

Mumbai, Jan 18: 

The Advertising Standards
Council of India (ASCI)
released a comprehensive
report on advertising in the
education technology sector
(EdTech) and the impact it has
on parents and students. The
report aims to decode the
challenges and opportunities
for EdTech sector advertising.
The report also identifies
ways in which the sector can
shape a more responsible nar-
rative, and move away from
opportunistic advertising
which many consider prob-

lematic.
EdTech as a sector holds
immense promise in being
able to address the infrastruc-
tural and learning challenges
in India, hence it is critical
that the advertising of the
sector does not undermine its
potential. The study, done
with the active participation
of both industry and non-
industry stakeholders identi-
fies opportunities and chal-
lenges and proposes a frame-
work that could guide adver-
tisers to more balanced adver-
tising.
The EdNext study was under-
taken by ASCI with Sprint
Studio.ai as the research part-
ner and UNICEF as the knowl-
edge partner. 

ASCI’s EdNext study lays down a 
progressive and responsible approach 

To advertising for
the EdTech industry

Davos, Jan 18 (PTI): 

Tata group chief N
Chandrasekaran on
Wednesday said India has
gone through a major atti-
tude transition in the recent
years and is now in a position
to take the lead in bringing
resilience back to the global
economy.

Speaking at a session on
'India's road to a USD 10 tril-
lion economy' here at the
World Economic Forum
Annual Meeting 2023, he also
said the country has mas-
tered the art of leveraging
technology. Tata Sons
Chairman further said India
produces the largest number
of graduates, which is just
one of the several factors put-

ting the country in an advan-
tageous position. "The coun-
try has gone through an atti-
tude transition and it was at
its best show during the
Covid pandemic, when we
saw our own vaccines getting
manufactured in India. The
digital transition we saw has

also been phenomenal," he
added. "For me, the three
most important things are
growth, growth and growth.
The world needs resilience
and India is in a position to
take the lead, including on
supply chain frameworks,"
the Tata group chief said.

New Delhi, Jan 18 (PTI): 

Ahead of the Budget ses-
sion of Parliament, the fi-
nance ministry has sought
expenditure proposals for
the second and final batch
of Supplementary
Demands for Grants from
various ministries and de-
partments. The final batch
of Supplementary
Demands for Grants for
2022-23 is proposed to be
placed before Parliament in
the ensuing session, the
ministry said in an office
memorandum. The two-

part Budget session of
Parliament will commence
on January 31 and the final
Supplementary Demands
for Grants is likely to be
presented in the second leg
of the session. The cases
that would be eligible to be
incorporated under such
demands include those
where advances from the
Contingency Fund of India
have been granted. Besides,
payments against court de-
cree would be included as
well as cases where the fi-
nance ministry has specifi-
cally advised moving the
supplementary demand in
the winter session, the
memorandum said.

‘World needs resilience and India can take lead’

Union Minister Smriti Irani, Tata Sons Chairperson N
Chandrasekaran and others at CII-Deloitte breakfast session on
sidelines of World Economic Forum Annual Meeting 2023, in
Davos, Wednesday. 

Finance Ministry seeks
expenditure proposals

For final supplementary
demands for grants



‘My journey
towards 

television 
industry was 
not a hardship’ 
Star Bharat is prepared to captivate its

audience with an exciting new show
that will air on 23rd January 2023. The

serial will be produced under the banner of
Film Farm Productions. Kajal Chauhan who
will be seen playing the lead role in the seri-
al portraying the character of ‘Gaura’. It’s
her first show as a lead actor although she
has been part of many serials. Kajal is
working in the industry for a while now
and speaking about the same, Kajal
Chauhan sharing her experience of getting
into television Industry talks about her

share of struggle and hard work throughout
these years.

She says “When I travelled to Mumbai in
order to pursue my career in acting, I didn't ex-

perience much struggle to get by because I
never ran into any issues with accommodation,

food, or anything else, unlike other people who came
to Mumbai to pursue acting careers. Despite the fact
that I put in a lot of effort and went to a lot of audi-
tions in order to prove myself as I kept dreaming to
be successful and raise my parents' heads up high
with pride. In order to fulfill my dream, I kept giving
auditions and kept working hard to get the best. My
parents' support and blessings kept me going and
henceforth I never experienced the kind of hard-
ship that other people would have, but I'll still de-
scribe my journey as hard work. Speaking about
the current project ‘Meri Saas Bhoot Hai’ I feel I am
so blessed to get the offer to work in this serial with
a great actor like Sushmita Mukherjee. Also, I am
learning many things from her, where I am trying
to develop much of my acting skills and overall, it’s
a different experience to learn from her. The story
has a unique plot with ample number of humorous
elements and I am confident the serial will give the
audience the best visual treat.”

ACROSS
1. Artist ____ Picasso
6. Land parcel
10. Medicine portion
14. Foreigner
15. Get lost!
16. Ancient Peruvian
17. What a priest hears
19. Darling
20. ____ the waters
21. Portable shelter
22. Growl

23. Create lace
24. Ladybugs, e.g.
26. Jewish cleric
30. Strainer
32. Kenya's continent
34. Unnecessary
39. Most important
40. Howard ____ of radio
42. Hawaiian island
43. "Alien Vs. ____"
45. Walk cautiously
47. Vegetarians' taboos

49. Birds' abodes
50. Opposite of western
54. Poetic twilight
56. Discolored spot
57. Risk
59. Platter
63. Ditty
64. Lingering flavor
66. Chip in
67. Steamy appliance
68. Beer mug
69. 365 days
70. European capital
71. Gazes

DOWN
1. Treaty
2. Burn balm
3. Storage containers
4. Remaining
5. Dollar bill
6. Desirable qualities
7. Goatee locale
8. Ale-like soft drink (2 wds.)
9. Age
10. Common contraction
11. Laker Shaquille ____
12. Startle
13. English noblemen
18. Amtrak terminal (abbr.)
22. Grain
23. Nervous twitch
25. Occasion
26. Freeway exit
27. Not nearby
28. French cheese
29. Predicament

31. Inactive
33. Daisy's kin
35. Easy stride
36. Chows down
37. Fired a gun
38. Takes legal action
41. Back and forth (hyph.)
44. Hymnal word
46. Country hotel
48. Tranquil
50. Composition
51. Make up for
52. Mr. Claus
53. Golfer ____ Woods
55. Always, in poems
58. Tiny particle
59. Palm fruit
60. "____ dead people!" (2 wds.)
61. Recipe direction
62. Female birds
64. ____ conditioner
65. Chef's measure (Abbr.)
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Yash Raj Films’
Pathaan promises
to be a never seen

before a visual spectacle
which is why it has be-
come one of the most an-
ticipated Hindi films to
release worldwide in a
long, long time. Producer
Aditya Chopra and direc-
tor Siddharth Anand
have not left any stone un-
turned to ensure that
Pathaan is the grandest
theatrical experience for
audiences globally by
filming never seen before
action sequences that will
blow our minds. We now
have confirmed informa-
tion that Pathaan is the
first Indian film to be shot
at the frozen Lake Baikal
in Siberia!

Siddharth says, “We
have ensured that we take
the action in Pathaan sev-
eral notches above what
Indian audiences have
seen in theatres. In fact,

we have only shot action
sequences that have
never been attempted by
any Indian film so far.
Pathaan promises to de-
liver the best visual spec-
tacle for people and we
have shot a high speed
bike chase sequence on
the stunning frozen Lake
Baikal in Siberia!”

He adds, “Every equip-
ment needed to shoot this
high risk sequence had to

be shipped from Moscow
which is almost about
2000 kilometres away
from where we were
shooting! So, this was a
huge task which the pro-
duction very smoothly
handled. We ended up
shooting the most visual-
ly stunning chase se-
quence on frozen ice and
biting cold and I hope this
sequence will make peo-
ple jump off their seats

because we are truly very
happy with how it has
shaped up.”

Pathaan is part of
Aditya Chopra’s ambi-
tious spy universe and
has the biggest superstars
of the country Shah Rukh
Khan, Deepika Padukone
and John Abraham in it.
YRF’s adrenaline pump-
ing film, Pathaan, is set to
release on Jan 25, 2023 in
Hindi, Tamil and Telugu.

Pathaan is first Hindi film to be
shot at the frozen Lake Baikal 

Sanjay Bhatt and
Anju Bhatt, resi-
dents of Jaipur,

Rajasthan, have now
brought a new OTT Aap
Mask TV for the people of
Rajasthan, which is com-
pletely desi. First through
sponsored program
Gudgudi for Jaipur
Doordarshan and
Madhya Pradesh
Bhopal Doordarshan
and then through
many top rated
prime time
shows of many
regional and DD
National net-
works.Title song of
OTT Channel for
the first time -
Anju Bhatt has
demonstrated her
versatility by
writing, composing and
singing. She was born in
Jaipur and has been a
meritorious student, col-
lege, university topper
from all over Rajasthan,
Anju M was the student
union president of
Maharani College Jaipur.
.phil I am also first and net
qualified. Anju from
Mumbai since 25 years
has won hundreds of

prizes as a poetess, poet-
ess, debater and is also
trained in German lan-
guage.Priyanka Chahar
Chowdhary, the heroine of
the Bollywood film
“Burhan Hero Ya Villain”,
which will be shown on
Mask TV on January 26, is
also from Jaipur,
Rajasthan.Priyanka will
be seen as Burhan's girl-
friend in Chahar

Chowdhary's film
"Burhan Hero Ya Villain".
The way Mask TV OTT
encourages young artists,
young directors, if posi-
tive initiative is taken by
the government of
Rajasthan in the near fu-
ture, it can establish its
own studio and play its
role in improving the em-
ployment and art skills of
the youth. .

On the auspicious occa-
sion of ‘Makar

Sankranti’ in Gorakhpur,
Padmashri Sonu Nigam’s I
Believe Music along with
Global Music Junction –
the digital entertainment
arm of JetSynthesys
launched the music video
of Shri Hanuman Chalisa.
The launch took place at
the ‘Gorakhpur Mahotsav
2023’, in the presence of
Hon. CM Yogi Adityanath.
The event witnessed a
huge footfall of over 50,000
people from in and around
the city. With this music
video featuring Sonu
Nigam, the audience gets
to experience a new ver-
sion of the devotional
hymn praising Hanumanji
with unique video effects.
Due to its wide accessibili-
ty on every leading OTT
and social media platform,
the video is all set to at-
tract both young and old
audiences of the country.
Releasing simultaneously
on 50+ YouTube channels,
making it the first ever in
the history of a music
asset launch.

Sonu Nigam 
launches

‘Gorakhpur
Mahotsav 2023’ 

Sports platform
Khiladix.com an-
nounces its part-

nership with Abu
Dhabi Knight Riders as
the team’s Principal
Sponsor for the DPW
ILT20 competition in
UAE. As part of the
partnership, jerseys of
all team players of the
Abu Dhabi Knight
Riders will now bear the
Khiladix.com branding on
both sides. The partner-
ship with Abu Dhabi
Knight Riders will further
brand presence, aware-
ness and recall for
Khiladix.com.

Building itself as a pre-
mium sports platform,
Khiladix.com aims to be-
come the destination for
all thing’s sports. The part-
nership with Abu Dhabi
Knight Riders will provide
widespread visibility for
Khiladix.com through
logo presence across all
branding opportunities
apart from the jersey
branding. The partnership
marks Khiladix.com’s

debut association with a
cricket league, globally.

Speaking on the associa-
tion, a Khiladix.com
spokesperson said, “We
are excited on this maiden
association with Abu
Dhabi Knight Riders. The
partnership will help us
reach out to our target
group and engage with
them proactively. We are
certain that the inaugural
season of International
League T20 competition in
UAE has a lot in store and
we look forward to lever-
aging the enthusiasm to
strengthen our brand
proposition along with our
partner Abu Dhabi Knight
Riders”.

Anju Bhatt sings a song for Mask TV

‘Avaidh’, an anthology of 8 love stories with a twist! 

WATCHO, one
of the fastest-
growing OTT

platforms from Dish
TV India Limited,
India's leading content
distribution company,
begins the new year
with an original web
series “Avaidh” based
on illicit relationships
inspired by true-life in-
cidents. Avaidh is an
anthology of eight dif-
ferent stories centered
on the theme of illicit

relationships, each
with unexpected end-
ings that will keep
viewers hooked to
their seats. The web se-
ries premiered on 13th
January on WATCHO
Exclusives.

Avaidh comprises
the tales of sexual ex-
ploitation at the work-
place, a love triangle
within a family affect-
ing the couple’s lives, a
story of a struggling
actress’s relationship

facing social complica-
tions, a one-night
stand, and a love affair
between a teenager
and a middle-aged
man. Avaidh is all
about the intricacies of
relationships and the
unfolding of story-
lines, and the repercus-
sions of the decisions.
Avaidh is a riveting an-
thology that will leave
viewers thinking
about what is right and
wrong.

Khiladix.com adds the X
Factor for Abu Dhabi

Knight Riders

Hailing from a small
city like Alwar in
Rajasthan to in-

venting cutting-edge
healthcare technology
that has the potential to
go global, the journey of
second-time entrepreneur
Arun Aggarwal, the
founder of Janitri, has
been nothing short of ex-
traordinary. Making an
exemplary demonstration
of his dedication to
India's healthcare indus-
try, he impressed every-
one on the sets of Shark
Tank India 2 with his
ground-breaking inven-
tion that aims to revolu-
tionise the maternity
healthcare industry.

With the aim to find his
feet in the healthcare sec-
tor, Arun spent countless

days in hospitals, consult-
ing with medical profes-
sionals and patients be-
fore coming up with a
mind-blowing innovation
– a patented device for re-
mote fetal-maternal moni-
toring. Through Janitri,
he aspires to provide a
trouble-free experience to
expectant mothers, en-

abling them to take better
care of their infants. With
an ask of Rs 1 crore in ex-
change for 2.5% equity,
the pitcher leaves Sharks
fighting with each other
to be a part of one of the
biggest innovations in
healthcare technology.
Which Shark’s offer will
Arun finally give a

thumbs up to? Tune in to
Shark Tank India 2 to find
out. Shark Tank India 2
brings back beloved
Sharks from the previous
season, including
Anupam Mittal (Founder
and CEO of Shaadi.com –
People Group), Aman
Gupta (Co-Founder and
CMO of boAt), Peyush
Bansal (Founder and CEO
of Lenskart.com), Namita
Thapar (Executive
Director of Emcure
Pharmaceuticals), and
Vineeta Singh (Co-
Founder and CEO of
SUGAR Cosmetics). This
season also introduces a
new Shark to the panel –
Amit Jain (CEO and Co-
founder of CarDekho
Group and
InsuranceDekho.com).

Janitri’s path-breaking innovation in Healthcare
Technology only on ‘Shark Tank India 2’
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Hyderabad, Jan 18 (PTI): 

Shubman Gill smashed a
coming-of-age double hun-
dred to power India to 349
for eight in the first ODI
against New Zealand here
on Wednesday.

Gill oozed class in his spe-
cial 208 off 149 balls and bat-
ted through the innings
with not much support from
the other end. Skipper Rohit
Sharma's 34 off 38 was the
second best score of the in-
nings. The 23-year-old, who
was touted as the next big
thing in Indian cricket ever
since he displayed his talent
in the 2018 U-19 World Cup,
hammered 19 fours and
nine sixes, six of them com-
ing after his 150. The double
century, his maiden, was
also his second successive
three digit score.

After India opted to bat, it
was a good contest between
the openers and New
Zealand pacers as the hosts
reached 52 for no loss in the
first 10 overs. The odd ball
was stopping, making
stroke making difficult.

Rohit once again prom-
ised a big hundred but flat-
tered to deceive. His sixes
off Henry Shipley, a lofted
drive over cover and a front
foot pick up shot over long
leg, stood out in his innings.

Lockie Ferguson was gen-
erating serious pace as
usual from one end but after
getting lucky with a mist-

imed pull in the fourth over,
Gill produced a crisp cover
drive to deny him a maiden
in his following over. Rohit's
aerial attempt off Blair
Tickner in the 13th over
ended his innings as he was
caught at mid-on by
Mitchell Santner. Usually a
wicket silences the Indian
crowd but following Rohit's
dismissal, the crowd wel-

comed superstar Virat
Kohli with a massive roar.
Having scoring three hun-
dred in his last four innings,
Kohli began with a crunchy
cover drive before being un-
done by a beauty from left-
arm spinner Mitchell
Santner. The ball pitch
around off stump and
turned just enough to clip
the bails, leaving Kohli in

disbelief. Ishan Kishan, who
was accommodated in the
middle-order after missing
out against Sri Lanka, too
did not last long as he edged
an angled delivery to wick-
etkeeper Tom Latham.

Suryakumar Yadav (31)
joined Gill and did what he
does best -- increase the
tempo of the innings. He hit
four boundaries in different
parts of the ground to as-
sert himself. At the other
end, Gill brought up his fifty
with a slog sweep off spin-
ner Michael Bracewell that
went all the way. The stylish
opener also got a life on 45
when Latham fluffed a
straight forward stumping
chance off Bracewell with
Gill expecting the ball to
turn. That was all the stroke
of luck that Gill had as he
did not look back from there
on. He unleashed his signa-
ture pull shot off the pacers
while using his feet against
the spinners. He pulled
Santner to get to 99 before
reaching his third ODI hun-

dred with a single. He re-
served his best shot for the
post century celebrations as
he whipped a full delivery
from Tickner between mid-
wicket and mid-on.

After Surya's departure,
Gill shared a 74-run stand
with Hardik Pandya (28),
who got out in a rather
bizarre fashion. After he
missed a cut shot complete-
ly off Santer, the bails came
off and New Zealand ap-
pealed for a bowled dis-
missal. Latham's gloves
could have dislodged the
bails but he himself wasn't
sure. The replays were not
conclusive but the third um-
pire ruled in favour of the
visitors. As India cruised to-
wards 300, Gill reached 150
with a six over deep mid-
wicket off Bracewell. After
that milestone, he went
berserk and reached the 200
with three huge sixes off
Ferguson in the 49th over.

His power hitting meant
India hammered 57 runs off
the last five overs.

Gill’s sensational double 
hundred powers India to 349/8 

India's
Shubman Gill
reacts as he
celebrates his
double-century
during the first
ODI cricket
match
between India
and New
Zealand at
Rajiv Gandhi
International
Cricket
Stadium, in
Hyderabad,
Wednesday.

HHyyddeerraabbaadd:: Shubman Gill on Wednesday became the fastest Indian
to complete 1000 runs in ODIs as he reached the mark in 19 innings,
surpassing the likes of Virat Kohli and Shikhar Dhawan. Gill, who
made his ODI debut in January 2019, also became the joint second-
fastest to 1000 runs in terms of innings alongside Imam Ul Haq of
Pakistan. Fakhar Zaman had crossed 1000 runs in 18 innings. Gill's
India teammates Kohli and Dhawan, who he has replaced in the
team, had completed 1000 runs in 24 innings. The 23-year-old
achieved the feat in the first ODI against New Zealand after getting
to his second straight ODI century.

Gill fastest Indian to complete 1000 ODI runs

New Delhi, Jan 18 (PTI): 

India's top sprinter Dutee
Chand has been provisionally
suspended after her 'A' sam-
ple returned positive for pro-
hibited anabolic steroids dur-
ing an out-of-competition
testing.
The report of the adverse
analytical finding, a copy of
which is in possession of PTI,
says Dutee has tested positive
for SARMS (Selective
Androgen Receptor
Modulators), a type of sup-
plement that helps increase
muscle mass and strength
and is also known to help
burn fat and improve stamina.
The urine sample of the ath-
lete showed traces of
'andarine', 'ostarine' and 'lig-
androl', which fall under the
SARMS category and are
banned under World Anti-
Doping Agency (WADA) rules.
In the letter issued to Dutee

on January 3, 2023, the
National Anti-Doping Agency
(NADA) said, "I do hereby
inform you that your sample
A was tested at the NDTL
(National Dope Testing
Laboratory) in accordance
with the procedure set out in
WADA's (World Anti-Doping
Agency) International
Standard of Laboratories and
was returned adverse analyti-
cal findings."
The sample was collected
out-of-competition on
December 5 last year at
Bhubaneswar. The 26-year-
old, who won the 100m and
200m silver medals at the
2018 Asian Games in Jakarta,
can now opt for a 'B' sample
test under WADA rules and if
that also returns an adverse
analytical finding (AAF), or
she cannot establish that the
anti-doping rule violation was
not intentional, she could be
banned for four years.

Dutee Chand tests positive
for prohibited substances,
provisionally suspended

Kohli back in
top-five in ODI

rankings
Dubai, Jan 18 (PTI): 

Back at his vintage best,
former India skipper Virat
Kohli, who scored two cen-
turies and scored 283 runs
in three matches against
Sri Lanka, jumped two
places to break into top-five
in the latest ICC ODI rank-
ings released on
Wednesday.

Kohli now has 750 points
and has second-placed
Rassie van der Dussen (766)
and third-placed Quinton
de Kock (759) in his sights,
while Pakistan skipper
Babar Azam remains way
out in front with 887 points.

Kohli has the opportuni-
ty to close the gap further in
the ongoing three-match
ODI series against New
Zealand.

Kohli's team-mates
Shubman Gill, Mohammed
Siraj and Kuldeep Yadav
have also moved up in rank-
ings. Gill, who hit his maid-
en ODI century in India to
complement his fifty dur-
ing the series, has moved up
10 spots to 26th. The young
Indian opener scored 207
runs at an average of 69.

Siraj, who emerged the
leading wicket-taker in
India's 3-0 series win
against Sri Lanka, climbed
15 spots to rise to third on
the list for ODI bowlers
with his nine scalps.

The performance helped
Siraj improve to a career-
best rating of 685 points
and close in on pace-setters
Trent Boult (730) and Josh
Hazlewood (727).

Dubai, Jan 18 (PTI) 

Former England Test
skipper Joe Root feels the
experience of playing in
India will be helpful when
his team starts its cam-
paign to defend the 50-over
World Cup in October-
November this year.

England won the World
Cup on home soil in 2019
and Root believes their
success in Indian condi-
tions will depend on how
well they play spin.

"It's (World Cup) a great
opportunity, great chance,
we have not experienced it
before. To defend our
world title is going be a
great chance for us," Root
told PTI on the sidelines of
the ILT20 tournament
here. "I think guys have
spent a lot of time in India

and understand those con-
ditions well. It will depend
on how we play spin con-
sistently; how we can play
in the limited number of
50-over games we have be-
fore the World Cup," said
Root, who averages more
than 50 (6,207 runs in 158
ODIs) so far. Root, howev-
er, is not part of the team
that is travelling to South

Africa for a three- match
ODI series. Root's form in
ODIs hasn't been that good
compared to his Test ex-
ploits. Since the 2019
World Cup, he has not hit a
century and has averaged
less than 30. He is a mem-
ber of the Dubai Capitals
team and believes playing
in ILT20 will make him a
better cricketer.

Experience of playing in Indian conditions
will help us defend World Cup: Root

Bhubaneswar, Jan 18 (PTI): 

The International
Hockey Federation (FIH)
might be considering rule
changes in penalty corner
drag-flicks in view of safe-
ty issues, but India's first
rusher Amit Rohidas is not
concerned about the risk
involved, saying he has no
fear of being hit by the ball.

FIH president Tayyab
Ikram said a few days ago
in Rourkela -- the World
Cup co-host city -- that the
world body was doing a
study on tweaking the
rules related to penalty cor-
ner hits to provide more
safety to defending players
as the high speed ball trav-
els in a crowded area.
Ikram had, however, made
it clear that the FIH was
not thinking of reducing

the speed of the ball from
the flick.

He said a solution could
be found by having one or
two more touches by the at-
tacking team before the
ball enters the circle, so
that rushers can have more
time to react.

Asked about the possible
rule changes, Rohidas said,
"I am not aware of what

the FIH president said. But
I have no fear of being hit
by the ball. It has never
come to my mind in the
matches I have played so
far. "I have been one of the
first rushers in the Indian
team. Whatever and when-
ever the team wants, I can
be the first rusher. I have
no issues," the 29-year-old
defender told PTI.

I don’t fear being hit by high-speed
balls from drag-flicks: Rohidas

Melbourne, Jan 18 (AP): 

Rafael Nadal bowed his
head during changeovers
and rested his elbows on his
knees, the very picture of
resignation.

What already was a poor
start to 2023, following a
year marred by all manner
of health issues, reached a
low point at the Australian
Open on Wednesday.

The defending champion
and No. 1 seed at Melbourne
Park, Nadal injured his left
hip and lost to Mackenzie
McDonald 6-4, 6-4, 7-5 in the
second round, abruptly end-
ing his bid for a record-ex-
tending 23rd Grand Slam
trophy. "It's a tough moment.
It's a tough day," said Nadal,
a 36-year-old Spaniard. "I
can't say that I am not de-
stroyed mentally at this mo-
ment, because I would be

lying." He pulled up awk-
wardly at the end of a point
late in the second set
against the 65th-ranked
McDonald. Nadal was visit-
ed by a trainer on the side-
line, then left the court for a
medical timeout.

Hampered by bad hip, Rafael
Nadal loses at Australian Open

Melbourne, Jan 18 (AP) 

Coco Gauff was twice a
point away from being
pushed to a third set by
Emma Raducanu at the
Australian Open but stead-
ied herself and went on to
a 6-3, 7-6 (4) victory on
Wednesday in the first
head-to-head meeting be-

tween two young stars of
tennis. "This was a long-

a n t i c i p a t e d
matchup," said the
seventh-seeded
Gauff, who was
the runner-up to
No. 1 Iga Swiatek

at the French Open
last June. "Basically

since the draw came
out." The 18-year-old

from Florida moved into
the third round at

Melbourne Park for the
first time since 2020. She is
the youngest seed in the
women's field. Raducanu,
a 20-year-old who repre-
sents Britain, has not
made it past the second
round at a Grand Slam
tournament since she won

the 2021 U.S. Open as a
teenager. That made her
the first qualifier to claim
a major trophy. Currently
ranked 77th, Raducanu
has been dealing with an
ankle injury. Yet she was
so close to extending this
match, holding a pair of
set points while ahead 5-4
in the second set. On the
first chance, Raducanu
sailed a backhand long. On
the second, she dumped an
attempted drop shot into
the net. That helped Gauff
hold serve there. More
miscues by Raducanu tilt-
ed the tiebreaker -- and the
match -- Gauff's way.

"I just told myself,"
Gauff said, "to hang in
there." 

Coco Gauff beats Emma Raducanu
in straight sets at Australian Open

MMeellbboouurrnnee:: No. 1 seed Iga Swiatek
eased into the third round of the
Australian Open on Wednesday as
she beat Camila Osorio of
Colombia 6-2, 6-3. In a match
played with the roof closed
because of rain, the Polish player
was broken when serving for the
match at 5-1 but sealed victory
two games later. The reigning
French Open and U.S. Open champion will now play either Bianca
Andreescu of Canada, the former U.S. Open champion, or Cristina
Bucsa of Spain. "I think it was much tougher than the score says,"
Swiatek said. " It was really intense physically. She didn't give me
many points for free. "It was tough but I am happy that I was con-
sistent in being proactive," she added. 

No. 1 Swiatek eases by Osorio into 
round three in Australia

Bhubaneswar, Jan 18 (PTI):

An unbeaten India will
seek to address their
penalty-corner woes to
post a big win against bot-
tom-placed debutants
Wales in their final pool
match and qualify direct-
ly for the quarter-finals of
the FIH Men's Hockey
World Cup here on
Thursday.

India and England are
on four points each after
two matches with the lat-
ter ahead on goal differ-
ence -- plus five as against
the hosts' plus two. India,

though, will have the ad-
vantage of knowing what
to do before their match
as they play after
England's game against
Spain on Thursday. If

England lose or draw
against Spain, there will
be no headache for India
as they just need to beat
Wales by any margin to
top Pool D -- considered

the group of death -- and
qualify directly for the
quarter-finals.

If England beat Spain,
then India will need to de-
feat Wales by at least five
goals. The number of
goals India need to score
will keep on increasing
depending on England's
victory margin.

If two teams are on
equal points and have the
same number of wins, the
rankings in the pool stage
are decided on the basis of
goal difference.

In any case, India will
not be knocked out of the

tournament as they will
finish second if they beat
Wales -- a task they are ex-
pected to accomplish. If
India finish second in Pool
D, they will play the third-
place team in Pool C,
which could be either New
Zealand or Malaysia in the
'crossover' round.

India had beaten Spain
2-0 before drawing
England 0-0, both matches
played at the new Birsa
Munda Stadium in
Rourkela. They are going
to play at the Kalinga
Stadium for the first time
in this World Cup.

India seek big win against Wales to qualify
directly for World Cup quarter-finals

Melbourne, Jan 18 (PTI) 

Former Australia pacer
Damien Fleming has
claimed his Test career
possibly ended after he did
not wear the baggy green
to the Wimbledon final in
2001, as the-then skipper
Steve Waugh expected
everyone to wear the icon-
ic cap.

Fleming, 52, who played
20 Tests, said the day be-
fore the Wimbledon final
between Australia's
Patrick Rafter and

Croatia's Goran
Ivanisevic, there were
huge celebrations in the
touring party's camp as
they had won the Ashes,
and the players "pro-
gressed through the alco-
hol". Fleming added that

in the celebratory mood,
the talk about wearing the
baggy green to the
Wimbledon final was prob-
ably missed and he along
with Shane Warne and
Mark Waugh turned up at
the team bus the next
morning without the cap.

"In the 2001 Ashes tour,
we finished a day early
and there was a washout
(at Wimbledon) so Patty
(Pat) Rafter and Goran
(Ivanisevic) played a day
later," Fleming told 'SEN
Cricket' on Wednesday.

Not wearing baggy green to Wimbledon 
probably ended Test career: Damien FlemingCape Town, Jan 18 (PTI) 

Indian women's hockey team
registered another big win
on the tour of South Africa,
crushing the hosts 7-0 in the
second match, with stalwart
Rani, returning after a long
injury lay-off, scoring her
second goal in the series.
Following their 5-1 win in the
tour opener, the FIH
Women's Nations Cup cham-
pions showed the same
intensity on Tuesday with
Udita opening the account in
the ninth minute.
The team led by goalkeeper
Savita put more pressure on

the hosts in the second quar-
ter with Vaishnavi Vithal
Phalke, who made her senior
international debut in the
opening match on Monday,
scoring the second goal in
the 22nd minute.
This was followed by a field
goal by experienced forward
and former captain Rani,
who last played nearly six
months back in the Pro
League.
India doubled their 3-0 lead
by the end of the second
quarter with Sangita Kumari,
Navneet Kaur and Vandana
Katariya scoring in the 25th,
26th and 27th minutes.

India women’s hockey team
crushes South Africa 7-0



New Delhi, Jan 18 (PTI): 

The Centre and the
Jharkhand government
have decided that the Jain
site of Sammed Shikharji
will remain a place of pil-
grimage and not be con-
verted into a tourism hub,
National Commission for
Minorities chairperson
Iqbal Singh Lalpura said
Wednesday.

He said the Commission
held a hearing on the mat-
ter on Tuesday where the
Jharkhand government
assured that it would issue
an official order soon.

"Regarding the issue of
Sammed Shikhar in
Jharkhand over which
the Jains were protesting,
the Centre and the
Jharkhand government
have decided that it will
remain a pilgrim place,"
Lalpura said at a press
conference here.

"Alcohol or meat will

not be allowed there. We
had intervened in the
matter and thank the
Centre and the
Jharkhand government
for heeding our recom-
mendation.

We had a hearing yes-
terday and it was decided
that it would not be
turned into a tourism
place and will remain a
religious place," he said.
The Jain community is at
peace now with this de-
cision, Lalpura added.

He said the authori-
ties concerned in
Jharkhand have been
advised to review the
government notification
to add the word
"holy/religious" so that
the sanctity of the area
can be maintained.

"We have recommend-
ed that the word 'tourist'
be replaced in the gov-
ernment order. In prin-
ciple, a decision has

been taken that this will
remain a place of pil-
grims and the word
'tourist' will be replaced
by another suitable word,"
Lalpura said. He said a
date of the next hearing
has been fixed, but if the
orders of the Jharkhand
government come, then
that will not be required.

This will resolve the
long-pending demand of
the Jain community,

Lalpura added. The
National Commission for
Minorities (NCM) had
said earlier that it re-
ceived various represen-
tations from the Jain
community regarding
the conversion of Jain
pilgrimage site Shri
Sammed Shikharji Hill
into an eco-tourism hub
by the Jharkhand govern-
ment and the central dis-
pensation.

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  BILASPUR, THURSDAY, JANUARY 19,  2023

Children’s basic reading ability down
to pre-2012 levels, maths skills dips

to 2018 levels: ASER report
New Delhi, Jan 18 (PTI): 

The basic reading ability
of school students across
all classes has dropped to
pre-2012 levels while basic
maths skills have declined
to 2018 levels, according to
the Annual Status of
Education Report (ASER),
2022, released on
Wednesday. It showed that
the drops are visible in gov-
ernment as well as private
schools in most states and
for both boys and girls.

While the maximum
drop in reading abilities
has been seen in states such
as Kerala, Himachal
Pradesh and Haryana, the

drop in maths skills has
been seen in Tamil Nadu,
Mizoram and Haryana.
ASER is a nationwide, citi-
zen-led household survey
that provides a snapshot of
children's schooling and
learning in rural India.

The first ASER survey
was conducted in 2005 and
repeated for 10 years. ASER
2022 is the first field-based
"basic" nationwide ASER
after a gap of four years. It
comes at a time when chil-
dren are back in school
after an extended gap in
view of the COVID-19 pan-
demic. "Nationally, chil-
dren's basic reading ability
has dropped to pre-2012 lev-

els, reversing the slow im-
provement achieved in the
intervening years. Drops
are visible in both govern-
ment and private schools in
most states, and for both
boys and girls," it said.

The ASER reading test
assessed whether a child
can read letters, words, and
a simple paragraph at the
class 1 level of difficulty, or
a 'story' at the class 2 level of
difficulty. The test was ad-
ministered one on one to all
children in the age group of
five to 16 in sampled house-
holds. Each child was
marked at the highest level
that she or he can reach
comfortably.

CBI recovers additional Rs 36 lakh, 457 gm
gold coins from locker of retd Railway officer

New Delhi, Jan 18 (PTI): 

The CBI has recovered
an additional Rs 36 lakh
and 457 grams of gold coins
from the locker of retired
Railway officer Pramod
Kumar Jena in an ongoing
search operation in
Odisha, officials said on
Wednesday. The agency
had carried out searches at
the premises of Jena, a
1987-batch Indian Railway
Traffic Service officer who
retired in November last
year as principal chief
commercial manager in
East Coast Railways, for al-
legedly amassing assets
disproportionate to his
known sources of income.

The CBI searches at his

premises in Bhubaneswar,
Jagatsinghpur and Kolkata
followed an FIR against
him on January 3 for al-
legedly amassing illicit
assets, they said. "A cash
amount of Rs 1.57 crore
(approximately); postal
saving instruments/bank
FDs of Rs 3.33 crore (ap-
proximately); bank bal-
ance of Rs 1.51 crore (ap-
proximately); mutual
fund of Rs 47.75 lakh (ap-
proximately); gold bars,
gold biscuits/coins and
gold jewellery of 17 kg (ap-
proximate value of Rs. 9.5
crore) and documents re-
lated to immovable prop-
erties were found from
the bank locker/premises
of the accused and others,

including family mem-
bers/relatives," a CBI
spokesperson had said on
Tuesday.

Maha ATS now gets 15-day
extension to file charge sheet

against five PFI members
Mumbai, Jan 18 (PTI): 

A special court in
Mumbai on Wednesday
granted another extension,
this time of 15 days, to the
Maharashtra Anti-
Terrorism Squad (ATS) to
file its charge sheet in con-
nection with the arrest of
five members of the now-
banned Popular Front of
India (PFI) for alleged un-
lawful activities and wag-
ing war against the coun-
try. Last month, the court
had granted 30 days exten-
sion to the agency to file the
charge sheet.

But the probe agency had
sought another extension
of 15 days on the ground of

obtaining sanctions from
the state government. The
accused were booked on the
charges of engaging in un-
lawful activities, promoting
enmity among communi-
ties and waging a war
against the country. The
sanction from the authori-
ties concerned is required
to prosecute the accused.

Defence lawyers opposed
the ATS plea for another ex-
tension, saying that it was a
delaying tactic to keep the
accused in jail. They fur-
ther said that the personal
liberty of the accused is
getting hampered.
However, special judge A M
Patil, after perusal of the
application said that the in-

vestigating officer has
sought extension only on
the ground of getting a
sanction. He allowed the
plea considering that the
documents pertaining to
the sanction were submit-
ted to the 'mantralaya'
(state secretariat) on
January 3.

More than 100 func-
tionaries of the radical
Islamic outfit PFI and its af-
filiate groups were held in
raids across several states
in September for allegedly
indulging in unlawful ac-
tivities, including waging
war against the nation. The
central government subse-
quently imposed a ban on
the organisation.

New Delhi, Jan 18 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday permitted the
central government to file
additional submissions
seeking reference of the
Delhi-Centre power dispute
to a larger bench of nine
judges on the ground that
the "contours of federal-
ism" between the Union
and union territory (UT) re-
quired a re-look.

At the start of the fifth
day proceedings on the vex-
atious Centre-Delhi govern-
ment row over control of
services, Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta, appearing
for the Centre, urged a five-
judge Constitution bench
that he wanted to file an ad-
ditional note for reference
of the entire matter to a

larger bench for a re-look.
"Please permit me to file

a two-page note...My note
will also contain a prayer
for reference (of the case to
a larger bench). I have al-
ready filed an application
seeking reference," Mehta
said. "The issue of refer-
ence was never argued. We
are in rejoinder (hearing re-
joinder submissions). Mr
Singhvi (AM Singhvi for
Delhi government) would
have finished yesterday.
How can you argue refer-
ence now?" the CJI said
while responding to the re-
quest. Senior advocate A M
Singhvi, appearing for the
Aam Aadmi Party govern-
ment, vehemently opposed
the submission and termed
it "dilatory" which will
make the process "never

ending". "It will be anything
but dilatory. We are dealing
with the capital of the na-
tion. Therefore whether it
is done better today or to-
morrow hardly makes a dif-
ference. My learned friend
may be in a tremendous
hurry to do certain things.

"We are more on the fu-
ture course of action. We
may not be remembered in
history for having handed
over the national capital to
complete anarchy. I will just
put a two-page note," the so-
licitor general said.

The bench, at the outset,
said the issue of reference
was not argued during the
hearing on the services row.
"But a reference is needed. I
have already argued," the
law officer said, adding he
had mentioned the applica-

tion on the issue in
December last year.

"The reference is (sought)
on the ground that the con-
tours of federalism be-
tween the Union and a
union territory requires a
re-look. I am not repeating
anything. It is covered in
my arguments. I just need
to put a two-page note," he
insisted. Singhvi, on the
other hand, said that an
identical prayer was made
in the plea that was filed
seeking a review of the 2018
judgement of the
Constitution bench in the
case. "This will be hugely
dilatory. This bench has
spent considerable time,"
Singhvi added. The law offi-
cer vehemently opposed the
submissions of the Delhi
government.

"We will consider..No dif-
ficulty, you can circulate a
note. It is a question of law,"
the CJI told the solicitor
general while allowing his
submissions. Earlier in
December last year, the
Centre had filed an interim
application seeking refer-
ence of the Delhi govern-
ment-Centre dispute to a
larger bench of nine or
more judges.

The application filed by
the Centre had said it is
seeking reference of the ap-
peal to a larger bench of
this court for a "holistic in-
terpretation" of Article
239AA of the Constitution,
which is Central to the de-
termination of issues in-
volved herein. Article
239AA relates to the special
status of Delhi.

Treating sports as extracurricular activity
caused huge loss to country, says PM 

Basti (UP), Jan 18 (PTI): 

Treating sports merely
as an extracurricular ac-
tivity had caused a huge
loss to the country, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
said Wednesday while in-
augurating a sports event
where he also urged ath-
letes to include millets in
their diets. The pitch for
the coarse grain comes as
the world marks 2023 as
the International Year of
Millets.

The prime minister
said that at one time sport
was considered as a
means of passing time
and so the mentality that
games are not important
took root, as a result a lot
of talents kept away from
the playgrounds. But this
mentality is changing
now, he said. He also ad-
vised sportspersons to in-
clude yoga in their daily

life to stay fit. "Every
sportsperson knows how
important it is for him to
remain fit, and 'Fit India
Movement' has its role in
this. For fitness, all should
include yoga in their
lives...it will make them
healthy and also help keep
the mind alert," the prime
minister said after virtu-
ally inaugurating the sec-
ond phase of 'Saansad
Khel Mahakumbh 2022-23'
in Basti.

The first phase of the
competition was organ-
ised from December 10 to
16, 2022 and the second
phase which began on
Wednesday will continue
till January 28.
Underlining the impor-
tance of millets popularly
called 'mota anaj' (coarse
grain), the PM said that
"nutritious diet is also im-
portant for players, and
millets can play an impor-
tant role in this. On India's

request, 2023 has been de-
clared as the International
Year of Millets". Prime
Minister Modi, who also
watched the first event of
the competition 'kho-kho',
said the talents participat-
ing here exist in all parts
of the country and such an
event helps find out them.

The PM regretted that at
one time sports were con-
sidered as an extracurric-
ular activity, and this
caused a huge loss to the
country. "There was a time
when sports used to be
considered as an extracur-
ricular activity. They were
considered only a means
of passing time. The chil-
dren were also told the
same. Due to this, genera-
tion after generation, a
mindset developed in the
society that sports are not
so important. This mental-
ity has caused a huge loss
to the country," he said.
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Women personnel of Assam Rifles' march past during rehearsals for the Republic Day Parade 2023 at Kartavya
Path, in New Delhi, Wednesday.

PARADE REHEARSALS

Aspirants undergo thermal screening before entering examination centre to appear for the 'Agniveer' Air Force 
recruitment exam, in Kanpur, Wednesday.

AGNIVEER SCREENING

Prime Minister Narendra Modi during the inauguration of the
second phase of Saansad Khel Mahakumbh 2022-23, in Basti,
Uttar Pradesh, via video conferencing, in New Delhi, Wednesday.

SC permits Union to file submissions seeking 
reference of Delhi-Centre power row to larger bench

Centre, J’khand govt have decided not to convert
Sammed Shikharji into tourism hub: NCM chief


