
New Delhi, Jan 28 (PTI):

The iconic Mughal
Gardens at the Rashtrapati
Bhavan will now be known
as 'Amrit Udyan', which
would open for public from
January 31, an official state-
ment issued on Saturday
said.

President Droupadi
Murmu will grace the open-
ing of the gardens of
Rashtrapati Bhavan --
Udyan Utsav 2023 -- on
Sunday, it said.

On the occasion of the
celebrations of 75 years of
Independence as Azadi ka
Amrit Mahotsav', the
President of India is
pleased to give a common
name to the Rashtrapati
Bhavan gardens as Amrit
Udyan', Navika Gupta,
Deputy Press Secretary to

the President, said in the
statement. The government
had last year renamed
Delhi's famed Rajpath as
"Kartavya Path". The re-
naming of the stretch and

other institutions is in line
with the Centre's effort to
remove any trace of colo-
nial mindset. "Rashtrapati
Bhavan is home to a rich
variety of gardens.
Originally, they included
East Lawn, Central Lawn,
Long Garden and Circular
Garden. During the term of
former Presidents Dr A P J
Abdul Kalam and Shri Ram
Nath Kovind, more gardens
were developed, namely,
Herbal-I, Herbal-II, Tactile
Garden, Bonsai Garden and
Arogya Vanam," it said. In
this year's Udyan Utsav,
among several other attrac-
tions, visitors will be able to
see specially cultivated
tulips of 12 unique varieties
which are expected to

bloom in phases, the state-
ment said. This time the
gardens (Herbal Garden,
Bonsai Garden, Central
Lawn, Long Garden and
Circular Garden) will be
open for about two months.

The gardens will open
for general public on
January 31, 2023 and will
remain open till March 26,
2023 (except on Mondays
which are maintenance
days and on March 8 on ac-
count of Holi). From
March 28 to 31, the gardens
will be open for special cat-
egories -- for farmers on
March 28, for differently
abled on March 29, for per-
sonnel of defence forces,
paramilitary forces and po-
lice on March 30, and for
women, including tribal
women's self help groups,
on March 31.

IEDs 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Security forces
led by the CRPF seized
more than 160 improvised
explosive devices (IEDs)
during an anti-Naxal oper-
ation in Bihar, officials said
on Saturday. The recovery
was made from near the
Laduiya Pahad area in
Aurangabad district of the
state on Friday. The patrol
team first found 13 pres-
sure IEDs and later recov-
ered 149 such bombs,
weighing about one kilo-
gram each, from a nearby
cave in the area, the offi-
cials said. 

Decourted’ 
GGuuwwaahhaattii:: A senior coun-
sel was decourted' from
Gauhati High Court on
Friday for wearing jeans
to a hearing and the case
has been adjourned for a
week. Justice Kalyan Rai
Surana called in the
police to decourt the
counsel, B K Mahajan and
asked that the matter be
brought to the notice of
the chief justice, registrar
general and bar council.

Mishap
IInnddoorree:: One person was
killed and 15 seriously
injured after their truck
overturned near Indore in
Madhya Pradesh, a police
official said on Saturday.
The incident took place
on Friday night in
Bheirughat when the
truck was on its way from
Kaisoor in Dhar district to
Omkareshwar, said Simrol
police station in charge
RS Bhadoriya.

ED action
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A Delhi court
on Saturday fixed
February 2 to decide
whether to take cogni-
sance of a supplementary
charge sheet filed by the
Enforcement Directorate
against five individuals
and seven companies in
relation to the alleged
Delhi excise policy scam. 
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Jaipur, Jan 28 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Saturday said his govern-
ment is working to em-
power every section of so-
ciety that has faced depri-
vation and neglect, and is
moving ahead with the
mantra of "Vanchit ko
Variyata (preference to
the underprivileged)".

Modi is on a visit to
Bhilwara district in
Rajasthan on the 1111th
incarnation festival of
folk deity Lord Shri
Devnarayan, revered by
people of the Gurjar com-
munity. Addressing a
gathering at Malaseri
Dungri village after tak-
ing part in a ritual to
mark the occasion, the

prime minister said the
world now looks at India
with high hopes and the
country has shown its
strength and power. Today,
India asserts itself on
global platforms and is re-
ducing its dependency on
other countries, he added.
Highlighting the contribu-

tion of the people of the
Gurjar community in the
freedom struggle and
other movements, the
prime minister said it is
the misfortune of the
country that such person-
alities did not get the place
in history which they de-
served.

New Delhi, Jan 28 (PTI): 

A "close confidant" of bu-
reaucrat Saumya Chaurasia,
two mining officers, and an
alleged conman who imper-
sonated as an ED officer are
among the four people arrest-
ed by the Enforcement
Directorate in the coal levy
'scam' of Chhattisgarh, an of-
ficial statement said Saturday.

The ED arrested the four
under the anti-money laun-
dering law and a special
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA)
court in Raipur and sent
them to the agency's custody
till January 30, it said.

The agency had conducted
fresh raids in the case on
January 13 in Chhattisgarh,
Delhi, and Pune which led to
these four arrests.

Among those arrested is
Deepesh Taunk, who, the ED
said, is a "close confidant" of
Saumya Chaurasia, a deputy
secretary in the office of
Chhattisgarh Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, and a key

accused. The agency claimed
Taunk was "knowingly in-
volved in money laundering."

Chaurasia was arrested in
the matter last year after the
ED raided multiple people in
October, 2022 and arrested
Sameer Vishnoi, an IAS offi-
cer of the state, and some
businessmen.

The investigation relates to
"a massive scam in which an
illegal levy of Rs 25 was being
extorted for every tonne of
coal transported in
Chhattisgarh by a cartel in-
volving senior bureaucrats,
businessmen, politicians and
middlemen," the agency has
alleged. Two mining officers
Sandeep Kumar Nayak (post-
ed in Surajpur) and Shiv
Shankar Nag (working in
Korba) -- are also among those
arrested this week and the
agency alleged they "know-
ingly and willingly assisted
the syndicate of Suryakant
Tiwari (alleged main kingpin
of the 'scam') in committing
extortion and acquisition of
the proceeds of crime."

Bhubaneswar, Jan 28 (PTI):

'Rangabati', the famous
Sambalpuri folk song
which has gained popular-
ity across the country, has
won three Padma Shri
awards in a span of five
years, a feat which is the
first of its kind in India.

The prestigious award
has been bestowed on the
writer and singers, both
male and female, of the
four decades old romantic

song. Veteran vocalist
Krishna Patel won the
Padma award this year.

Earlier, its male singer
Jitendra Haripal and
writer Mitrabhanu
Gauntia were conferred
the prize in 2017 and 2020
respectively.

Taking to the Twitter,
senior BJP leader and
Union Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan
thanked Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for recog-

nizing the folk music
artistes, particularly those
involved in the making of
the 'Rangabati' number.

"The Prime Minister
has honoured the song by
announcing its writer
Mitrabhanu Gauntia's vil-
lage Bilung as Rangabati
Bilung," Pradhan said in a
statement.

The Centre, he said, has
honoured the sentiments
of the people, their art,
culture and music.

New Delhi, Jan 28 (PTI): 
A car collided head-on with a
scooter in Delhi's Keshav
Puram and drove on, dragging
along for a distance one of its
two riders, whose head got
stuck between its mangled
bonnet and the windshield.
Both the riders died of
injuries. The incident took
place around 3 am on Friday
when the victims were return-
ing home on the two-wheeler
after watching a movie, police
officials said.
This comes weeks after a 20-
year-old woman was killed in
the early hours of the New
Year after her scooter was hit
by a car, which dragged her
for 12 km from Sultanpuri to
Kanjhawala in the national
capital.
In Friday's accident, the Tata
Zest car dragging the rider
stuck on its bonnet and the
scooter under its bumper was
intercepted by police around
350 metres from the spot of
the accident as it accelerated
towards Inderlok in a bid to
flee, the officials said.
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TRAGIC INCIDENT

Sukhoi, Mirage fighter
jets crash; 1 pilot killed
Bharatpur, Jan 28 (PTI):  

In a rare and tragic ac-
cident, two frontline com-
bat aircraft of the Indian
Air Force (IAF) crashed
during a training mission
in Madhya Pradesh's
Morena district on
Saturday, resulting in the
death of a wing com-
mander while two other
pilots ejected safely.

Defence experts said it
is probable that the
Russian-designed Sukhoi-
30MKI jet and the French
Mirage-2000 had a mid-air
collision, but there was no
official comment on it
from the IAF.

The deceased pilot of
the Mirage aircraft was
identified as Wing
Commander Hanumanth
Rao Sarathi, officials said,
adding that a high-level
probe has been ordered
into the accident.

The two pilots of the
Sukhoi aircraft managed
to eject and were taken to
a military hospital, they
said. The Mirage-2000,
which is a single-seater
jet, was flown by Sarathi.

"Two fighter aircraft of
IAF were involved in an
accident near Gwalior
today morning. The air-
craft were on routine oper-
ational flying training
mission," the IAF said in a
brief statement.

"One of the three pilots
involved sustained fatal
injuries. An inquiry has
been ordered to determine
the cause of the accident,"

it said. The accident came
nearly four years after two
Hawk aircraft of the IAF's
aerobatic team, Surya
Kiran, crashed in

Bengaluru after a mid-air
collision. Chief of Air
Staff Air Chief Marshal V
R Chaudhari briefed
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on the crash.
"Deeply anguished by the
loss of brave air warrior,
Wg Cdr Hanumanth Rao
Sarathi, who suffered fatal
injuries during an acci-
dent near Gwalior. My
deepest condolences to his
bereaved family. We stand
by his family in this diffi-
cult hour," the defence min-
ister said on Twitter.

The officials said the re-
covery of the flight data
recorders of the two air-
craft would throw some
light on what led to the
crash.

People gather near the wreckage of a crashed aircraft in Bharatpur district, Saturday.

Eyewitnesses to the crash involving two Indian Air Force fighter
jets in Morena in Madhya Pradesh on Saturday, which killed a
pilot, recounted hearing a deafening sound and sighting balls of
fire descending to the ground followed by two persons in uniform
parachuting into the thicket nearby. Eyewitnesses said people who
assembled at the site extricated the two pilots from the thicket
and laid them down on the ground till an IAF chopper arrived and
flew them for treatment to Gwalior, from where the two aircraft
had taken off on the routine training mission. Debris from the two
aircraft were strewn over an area of 500-800 metres, some four
kilometres away from Pahargarh, and were on fire, they said. The
people in the vicinity tried to extinguish the flames engulfing the
two aircraft by throwing mud, these eyewitnesses said, adding the
area was soon swarming with more than 1,500 residents of 15 vil-
lages nearby.

Eyewitnesses recount blast-like sound



Fifth batch of tribal youth
departs for Panaji 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 28: Under the 14th
Tribal Youth Exchange
Programme, Border Security
Force has selected and sent 20
tribal youth including 10 boys and
10 girls from Kanker for a tour to
Panaji (Goa). It is the fifth group
of tribal youth sent on tour of
other cities under this pro-
gramme. The group of tribal

youth is being accompanied by
one female and one male officers
/ personnel of Border Security
Force. BSF is organising fourteen
such tours this year for about 290
youth. IG Indraj Singh (BSF
Frontier Headquarters, Special
Operations, Chhattisgarh) and
DIG (Intelligence) Dinesh Murmu
have extended greetings and
best wishes to the selected
youth.

GHSS Purai celebrates
Basant Parv with enthusiasm
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 28: On the occasion of
Republic Day and Basant
Panchami, 5 Kundiya Gayatri
Mahayagya, Maa Saraswati Pujan
and flag hoisting ceremony were
organised at Government Higher
Secondary School (GHSS) in village
Purai. On the auspicious occasion
of Basant Parv, prayers were of-
fered to Goddess Saraswati and
musical instruments and books
were worshipped. Thereafter,
Gayatri Mahayajna was conducted.
More than 400 school children at-
tended the programme.
Thereafter, the guests hoisted the
tricolour which was followed by the
National Anthem. The guests salut-
ed an attractive march past con-
ducted by the students. In his ad-

dress, Dr PL Sao from Gayatri
Pariwar urged the students to in-
vest time and talent for the nation.
He asked the students to make ef-
forts to remove each and every evil
within you. He urged them to de-
velop divinity in oneself to make
heaven descend on earth. He urged
the students to take inspiration
from freedom fighters
Chandrashekhar Azad, Bhagat
Singh, Rani Lakshmibai and follow

the divine path shown by Pandit
Shriram Sharma Acharya to
achieve their life goals. School
Principal Seema Dave, Lecturer
Vinod Sinha, Santosh Lahare,
Padma Sahara, Bhoneshwari
Chandrakar, Anita Parkhe, Shala
Committee President Narayan
Singh Thakur, Sarpanch Uma Rigri,
senior members of Gayatri
Pariwar, Dr NP Sahu, Anita Sao and
others dignitaries were present.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 28: Mar Baselios
Vidhya Bhawan (MBVB) cele-
brated the 74th Republic Day
and Annual Sports day with
great patriotic zeal and fervour.
In the Republic Day celebra-
tions on January 26, Very Rev
Thomas Ramban Secretary St
Thomas Mission , unfurled the
tricolour flanked by heads and
in-charges of the school, to the
accompaniment of the National
Anthem and addressed the par-
ents, teachers and students. 

In his address, he highlight-
ed the importance of the
Constitution and opined that
we as Indians are fortunate to
have one of the largest consti-
tutions of the world. He urged
parents to understand their
children, teachers to be good
role models and students to

focus on learning life
skills and being a part
of solutions.

In his welcome ad-
dress, Principal BVK
Reddy eulogized the
armed forces who con-
sistently remain on
guard to protect us
from both natural and
man-made disasters,
mitigating crises. He
exhorted people to al-
ways be faithful and
appreciative of them.
He viewed that the pa-
rade on 26th January at
the Red fort exhibited
the nation's might and
magnificence filling us with
endless pride.

Annual Sports Day of Mar
Baselios Vidhya Bhawan was
also celebrated on the same
day with great enthusiasm.

The School's playground was
overflowing with zeal, passion
and excitement. The pro-
gramme began with the arrival
of the Chief Guest, Very Rev
Thomas Ramban Secretary St

Thomas Mission. The
students displayed a
wide array of ener-
getic and bouncy
sports events ranging
from the Band display,
March Past, track
events and drill. They
mesmerized the audi-
ence with their ener-
getic performances.
The proud parents
could be seen filled
with happiness to see
their child performing.

School's manage-
ment committee
members, Principal,
shift in charges, par-

ents and all the teachers were
present to raise the morale of
the students. The Chief Guest
awarded the medals and the
certificates to the winners of
the various sports events. 

In his address, the chief
guest emphasized the impor-
tance of sports in a child's life.
He was delighted to see girls
and boys participating in al-
most all the sports events. He
also applauded the School
Principal, teachers and stu-
dents for the school's out-
standing achievements.

Also present on the occasion
were Rev Fr Kurian John Vice
President of the school, Rev Fr
PS Varghese executive vice
chairman CCET, Rev Fr Dr Joshi
Varghese Diocesan education
officer, Rev Fr Aju K Varghese
treasurer Saint Thomas
Mission. Programme was com-
peered by K Suma Das and
vote of thanks was given by
Nancy Victor. The sports day
ended with the National
Anthem and distribution of
sweets to children.

Pay attention on students who did not 
perform well in half yearly exams: Collector

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 28: Collector
Pushpendra Kumar Meena
inspected the schools of
Patan block to oversee the
results of the half-yearly
examination and prepara-
tion for the board examina-
tions. He interacted with
the students and teachers.
In Ghughuwa, he asked the
Principal about the results.

He expressed displeas-
ure over the evasive reply

of the Principal and in-
structed the officials to re-
move the Principal and
give the charge to a Senior
Teacher. The Collector said
that the half-yearly exami-
nations are very impor-
tant. There should have
been a review about its re-
sult but it was not taken se-
riously. The Collector said
that special attention
should be paid towards the
children who did not per-
form well in the half-yearly
examination.

He asked the teachers to
give extra time for the sub-
jects in which they are fac-
ing problems. The
Collector added that the at-
tendance of the students is

most important. Principals
and teachers must contact
the parents of those stu-
dents who are not coming
to school regularly. He said
that regularity in the
school improves the result
to a great extent. District

Panchayat CEO Ashwini
Dewangan, SDM Vipul
Gupta and other officers
were present during the in-
spection.

Collector inspected
Swami Atmanand School
of Jamgaon. The building

work has been completed
here. The Collector gave in-
structions to build a li-
brary and a playground.
He added that the civil
work of the science lab
should be done under the
guidance of the teachers.
He said that children's in-
terest in reading and writ-
ing in the library will in-
crease when there are good
books. Children are mostly
attracted towards the
books which explain
things in an entertaining
way through graphic art.
Students are also interest-
ed in books by Ruskin
Bond, JK Rowling etc.

The Collector also visit-
ed the site of a minor forest

produce processing center
which is being constructed
in M-Jamgaon. He inspect-
ed the construction work of
a glazing unit in Sonpur.
The Collector instructed to
complete all the construc-
tion works expeditiously.

Collector also inspected
the Tehsil office in Patan.
During the inspection, he
enquired about the pend-
ing cases and said that the
speed of resolution is slow.
He found that the pendency
is increasing due to delay
in reports from revenue in-
spectors and patwaris. In
this regard, the Collector
instructed to serve Show
Cause Notices to the con-
cerned officials.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 28: Bhilai
Truck Trailer Transport
Association (BTTTA) cele-
brated 74th Republic Day
and Basant Panchami
with enthusiasm. On the
occasion, Patron
Achaljeet Singh Bhatia in-
augurated the office of the

Association.
President Inderjeet

Singh Chhotu unfurled
the tricolour and distrib-
uted stationery among the
school children of under-
privileged sections.
Monetary assistance of Rs
25000 was provided for the
marriage of the daughter
of a senior driver.

Office bearers and
members of the
Association, Corporator
Meera Banjare,
Prabhunath Mishra, Gani
Khan, Senior Corporator
Bashisth Narayan

Mishra, Lalit Mohan,
Umesh Singh, Malkit
Singh Lallu, Anil
Chaudhary, Joga Rao,
Gokul Sharma, Prashant
Bhuyan, Mahendra Singh
Pappi, Sudhir, Dilip,
Baljinder Singh Billa,
Preetam, Munna Bhaiya,
Arvind Singh, Nirmal
Singh Nimma, Chalpat
Rao, Rajju Singh, Vikram
Agrawal, Satyendra
Sharma, Bhaskar
Mudliyar, Taasu, Nitin,
Ralhan, Lalu, Pitambar
Sahu, Sanjay and others
were present.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 28: Steel
Employees Union (INTUC)
staged a demonstration on
Friday at Boria Gate press-
ing the demand of 39
months arrears and other
issues of wage revision.
They also protested gratu-
ity ceiling and submitted a
memorandum addressed
to the SAIL Chairman.
The SAIL management re-
sponded immediately and
issued a notice to hold a
meeting of NJCS Core
Group on February 08. The
meeting will finalise a sys-
tem for payment of ex-gra-
tia / Annual Performance
Linked SAIL Incentive /
Puja Bonus or coming
years, etc.

It needs to be mentioned
here that there is resent-
ment among the SAIL
workers, including the em-
ployees of Bhilai Steel
Plant, due to partial imple-
mentation of wage revi-

sion of SAIL workers,
which came into effect
from January 01, 2017. In
the NJCS meeting held on
July 19, 2022, the SAIL
Management had assured
that the wage settlement
will be done after resolving
the arrears, HRA, night
shift allowance and other
issues within three
months. The SAIL workers
are highly aggrieved as no
agreement has been
reached on these issues
even after six months.

BSP employees gathered

under the banner of
INTUC at Boria Gate and
staged a demonstration for
about an hour from 8:00
am to 9:00 am. They raised
slogans against the SAIL
management. They de-
manded 39 months ar-
rears, house rent al-
lowance and revision of
night shift allowance, re-
spectable designation, end
ceiling on gratuity, add
training period for employ-
ees recruited after being
downgraded under person-
nel department; including

the training period of em-
ployees of fire brigade and
other departments and
compassionate appoint-
ments; implementation of
Daily Reward Scheme and
revise Incentive Scheme in
Bhilai Steel Plant. After
the demonstration, the
INTUC leaders handed
over the memorandum ad-
dressed to the SAIL
Chairman. Rohit Harit,
senior manager of the IR
department received the
memo.

INTUC General

Secretary Vansh Bahadur
Singh, Working President
Puran Verma, SK Baghel,
Additional General
Secretary Shekhar Kumar
Sharma, Senior Vice
President Santosh Kumar
Kichlu, Chandrashekhar
Singh, S Ravi, Vice
President Ramesh Kumar
Tiwari, Ajay Kumar
Martin, Sunil Kumar
Khicharia, Madanlal
Sinha, Rajaram Pandey,
Dhanesh Prasad,
Ramashankar Singh,
Vipin Bihari Mishra,
Jayant Kumar, PK
Vishwas, Shiv Shankar
Singh, Dinanath
Sinhasarwa, GR Suman,
Resham Rathore, Raman
Murthy, Rajkumar,
Gurudev Sahu, Gyanendra
Kumar Pandey, GK
Aggarwal, Ispat Shramik
Manch General Secretary
Rajesh Agarwal and a
large number of INTUC of-
fice bearers and represen-
tatives were present.

Youth gets 20 years RI for
abducting and raping minor girl

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 28: On
Saturday, a Fast Track
Special Court in Durg
sentenced a 21-year-old
youth to 20 years of rig-
orous imprisonment for
abducting and raping a
minor girl. The accused
had lured the minor girl
to flee with him on the
promise of marriage.

Upper Sessions Judge
(Fourth), FTSC - POCSO,
Sangeeta Naveen Tiwari
convicted Dharamveer
alias Dharmapreet (21)
son of Binder Singh
Chaudhary a resident of
Moga (Punjab). The girl's
family had lodged a com-
plaint at Nandini Nagar

Police Station on
September 06, 2020 after
she went missing on
September 05, 2020.
Police rescued the girl
from Moga (Punjab) on
September 17, 2020.

Special Public
Prosecutor Santosh
Kasar informed that the
accused had lured the
victim to flee with him
on the promise of mar-
riage. The accused had
taken the girl to his na-
tive place in Moga
(Punjab). After trial, the
Special Court found the
accused guilty and
awarded different jail
terms for section 366 of
IPC and Section 6 of
POCSO Act under which
the accused was tried.

He was sentenced to
three years of rigorous
imprisonment and Rs 100
fine under section 366 of
IPC and 20 years of rigor-
ous imprisonment and

Rs 5000 fine under sec-
tion 6 of POCSO Act.

The jail terms would
run concurrently and
penalties for different
sections aggregating to
20 years of rigorous im-
prisonment and Rs 5100
fine, informed Special
Public Prosecutor
Santosh Kasar.

In another case, FTSC
sentenced 11 months and
29 days imprisonment to
a 37-year-old man for vol-
untarily causing hurt to
his daughter. The ac-
cused was also facing
charges of assaulting the
minor girl with intent to
outrage her modesty.

However, the Court
found him guilty of vol-
untarily causing hurt to
his daughter and sen-
tenced him to imprison-
ment of 11 months and
29 days. The convict has
already spent this dura-
tion in jail.

Steel City creates another world record

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 28: On
Saturday, Steel City creat-
ed another world record at
a mega religious event
held near Jayanti
Stadium. With the objec-
tives of welfare of all, over
21000 people participated
in the mass recital of
Sunderkand. The organis-
ers had set the target of
21000 people and in view of

enormous response; they
had made seating arrange-
ments for 25000 people.

People from different
parts of the state partici-
pated in the event and cre-
ated a World Record.
Representatives of the
Golden Book of World
Records were present at
the venue to make assess-
ments. Later, they handed
over a provisional certifi-
cate for this world record.

Convenor of the organ-
ising committee, MP Vijay
Baghel expressed grati-
tude towards all the devo-
tees for participating in
the event and offering
prayers for welfare of all.
The team of renowned
Bhajan Singer Prabhanjay
Chaturvedi conducted the
musical mass recital of
Sunderkand. Prior to this,
the religious rituals of
Dev Avahan, etc were con-

ducted by a group of
Pundits.

Preparations were made
on about eight acres of
land near Jayanti Stadium
for this mega religious
event. The programme
was scheduled to begin at
15:00 hrs but it com-
menced with a delay of
about two hours. Common
people, workers, officers,
social activists, women
and men and religious

leaders of different reli-
gions attended the event.

The organisers provided
asanas (small carpet for
sitting), Sunderkand
books and dupatta (stoles)
for all the participants.
Over 1000 volunteers and
police personnel took care
of the arrangements.
After the conclusion of
Sunderkand, bhog - prasad
was distributed among the
people.
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provided for girl's
marriage
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and Basant Panchami

MBVB celebrates R-Day and Annual Sports Day
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Raipur, Jan 28:
Inaugurating the State
Level Youth Festival at the
Science College Ground in
Raipur, the School
Education Minister stated
that the festival provides a
better platform for the
youth to express their tal-
ents. At the same time,
there will be an opportuni-
ty to learn about and un-
derstand the state’s rich
cultural, folk sports, tradi-
tions, and so on. It is worth
noting that the Culture
Department is also organ-
ising the Folk Literature
Conference as part of this
event. The youth festival
began with the message of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel. School Education
Minister Dr Tekam said
that Chhattisgarh is a state
of youth, the youth here
have amazing talent. Such
events bring out the hidden
talents of the youth. They
get encouragement. Such
events create an atmos-

phere of social harmony.
He said that in the last four
years, various events like
Chhattisgarhia Olympics,
National Tribal Dance
Festival have been organ-
ised to nurture the young
talents of the state. It has
been our endeavour that
the energy and enthusiasm
of the youth should not be
limited only to events, but
should also be used in cre-
ative works. Rajiv Yuva
Mitan Club has been
formed for the develop-
ment of leadership poten-
tial among the youth.
Minister Dr. Tekam con-
gratulated all the youth
participating in the youth
festival and the Sports and
Youth Welfare Department
associated with its organi-
zation. Sports and Youth
Welfare Minister Umesh
Patel said that a total of 38
different disciplines are
being organised in the

Chhattisgarh Youth
Festival, in which 24 cul-
tural disciplines, 6 sports
disciplines and 7 other dis-
ciplines are being organ-
ised. Along with this,
under Chhattisgarh Lok
Sahitya Sammelan, litera-
ture creation is being or-
ganised in dialects like
Chhattisgarhi, Halbi,
Gondi, Kudukh, Sargujiha
etc. With this, the literary
genre of our state will be
preserved and it will also
be promoted. State level
youth festival is a conflu-
ence of diverse culture and
traditions of Chhattisgarh.
Parliamentary Secretary
Parasnath Rajwade also
addressed the inaugura-
tion ceremony. On this oc-
casion, Women and Child
Development Minister
Anila Bhendia, Dharsinwa
MLA Anita Yogendra
Sharma, Chairman of
Youth Commission

Jitendra Mudaliar,
Chairman of Yoga
Commission Gyanesh

Sharma, Secretary of
Sports and Youth
Department Neelam

Namdev Ekka and
Director, Sports and  Youth
Welfare Department
Shweta Sinha was present.

A glimpse of
Chhattisgarhi culture in
March

A group of youths from
various divisions of the
state marched through the
youth festival, displaying
their traditional folk
dance. A dance troupe of
young people dressed in at-
tractive costumes captivat-
ed the audience with vari-
ous postures. Panthi and
Danda dance groups from
Durg division, Kaksar
from Bastar division, Raut
Nacha and Danda dance
groups from Bilaspur divi-
sion, Karma and Sarhul
from Surguja division, and
Karma and Panthi dance
groups from Raipur divi-
sion enthralled the audi-
ence with their perform-
ances.

Winners to be awarded
prizes

The state level youth
festival has over three
thousand participants,
with women and men in
each age group receiving
Rs.10,000 for winning first
place in team games,

Rs.7,500 for secondt place,
and Rs.5,000 for third
place. Prizes will be
awarded. In single disci-
plines, the first prize is
1000 rupees, the second
prize is 750 rupees, and
the third prize is 500 ru-
pees.

Youth festival allows youth to express themselves: Dr Tekam
Scintillating performances
of youth in Karma Dance
Raigarh secures first place, Kanker and Surajpur 

secure second and third place respectively

Raipur, Jan 28: The main stage of State Youth Festival at the Raipur
Science College ground was dedicated to artists dancing to
Mandar beats on the first day. The young artists enthralled the
audience with Mandar beats. The audience was seen as excited
over the wonderful performance of the artists. Raigarh secured
first place at the competition, while Kanker and Surajpur secured
second and third place in the Karma dance competition in the age
group of 15 to 40 years. Artists from Durg, Raigarh, Surajpur,
Kanker, and Balod districts gave a mesmerizing performance in
their traditional costumes on the main stage at the Science
College ground. The audience liked Karma dance performed by the
youth. Karma dance is one of the folk dances prevalent in the cul-
ture of Chhattisgarh. Karma dance is performed by the tribes
residing in the state. These tribes assemble under the Sarai and
Karam trees and perform a dance with singing Karma songs. Tribal
groups gather once a year to celebrate the festival in which they
worship their deities. They perform the Karma dance around the
Karam tree. Karma dance gives us the message of ‘Karm’. On the
main stage, artists from Surajpur district under Surguja division,
Raigarh district under Bilaspur division, Balod district under Durg
division, Kanker district under Bastar division, and Mahasamund
district under Raipur division performed in the age group of 15 to
40 on traditional songs. The young men and women captivated
everyone’s hearts. The youth of Surajpur district presented Karma
dance with local folk song, the folk artists from Raigarh district
performed in white costumes to the tune of melodious music, and
the youth of Balod district performed Karma dance with chanting
‘Chhattisgarh Mahtari aur Bharat Mata ki Jay’.

‘BHARAT JODO YATRA’

Chhattisgarh Health Minister TS Singhdeo joined ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’ of Congress leader Rahul Gandhi.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jan 28:
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) Other Backward
Community (OBC) State
Unit President Bharatlal
Verma after seeking the
approval from the State
BJP President Arun Sao
and Organisational
General Secretary
Pawan Sai, has on
Saturday announced
District in-charges of the
frontal organisation.
Durg resident Rajesh
Tamrakar has been
made in-charge of BJP
OBC Morcha Raipur City
Unit whereas
Mahasamund resident
Prakash Chandrakar has
been entrusted with the
responsibility of Raipur
Rural. Shantanu Sahu

from Raipur has been-
made in-charge of
Baloda Bazar District
Unit whereas Rakesh
Chandrakar from
Mahasamund has been
made in-charge of
Gariabandh Disrict Unit,
Ashok Sinha from
Raipur has been made
in-charge of
Mahasamund, Devdutt
Sahu for Dhamtari,
Mohan Uparkar for
Bhilai, Ambika
Chandravanshi for Durg,
Khilawan Sahu for
Bemetara, Hemraj Soni
for Balod, Jagdish
Deshmukh for
Rajnandgaon, Harish
Katghare for Mohala
Manpur Chowki District,
Dr Lekhram Nirmalkar
for Khairgarh, Horilal
Sinha for Kwardha,

Bhupendra Chandrakar
for Kanker, Nirdesh
Diwan for Kondagaon,
Navin Vishwakarma for
N a r a y a n p u r ,
Abhimanyu Soni for
Bastar, Haribandhu
Thakur for Dantewada,
Digambar Rao for
Sukma, Manipur
Manikpuri for Bijapur,
Dr Khilawan Sahu for
Bilaspur, Sunita
Manikpuri for Gaurela,
Rikesh Sen for Mungeli
whereas Lalita Sahu
would be the co in-
charge, Rajesh Yadav for
Shakti, Ritu Chaurasia
for Janigir-Champa,
Vinay Sahu for Korba,
Tankram Vema for
Sarangarh, Kamta Patel
for raigarh and Ashok
Yadav for Jashpur
District OBC morcha.

BJP announces OBC Morcha District in-charges

Raipur, Jan 28:

National Institute of
Technology Raipur’s
Abhinay- The Dramatics
Club (ATDC) in associa-
tion with Shaurya- The
Sports Committee organ-
ized its prominent Open-
Mic event called “Unkahi
18.0” under the light of the
Day-2 of the institute’s an-
nual sports festival,
“Samar’22”.

Dr. Govardhan Bhat,
Faculty In-charge, ATDC
wished all the partici-
pants all the best and
wished them a bright fu-
ture ahead.

Shaurya motivated the
students to enthusiastical-
ly participate in all the ac-

tivities along with paying
attention to their studies.
A humongous participa-
tion was witnessed, bring-
ing forth a paraphernalia
of stage arts. Some en-
thralled the audience with

their voices while some
got praises by acting
mono. The participants
presented  wide varieties
of art forms like acting,
singing, rap, mime, mono
acting, etc., along with en-
thralling the audience
gathered around. The
event turned out to be a
great success all in all.
The participants took full
advantage of the stage
and displayed their
unique skills. Since Day-1
of the sports festival, the
whole campus has been
set on fire owing to the
great varieties of sports
activities and competi-
tions harmonising the
youth of the institute.
Various sports matches

like cricket, football, vol-
leyball, pickleball, bad-
minton, basketball, hand-
ball, kho-kho, table tennis,
kabaddi, chess, yoga,
karate, etc have been the
centre of attraction.
Athletics sports like 100*4
run, marathon, 100 m run,
200 m run, 400 m run, long
jump, high jump, triple
jump, shot put, javelin
throw, discus throw, pow-
erlifting, etc were also con-
ducted. The competitions
were held across inter-
branch and inter-college
categories. Various stu-
dents from the institute
and other colleges had ex-
uberantly participated in
various events with high
spirits.

Unkahi: The Open Mic Session in the Light of Samar’22  

Raipur, Jan 28: As the academic
session draws to an end it’s that
time of the year to bid farewell
to the 12th std. students of
Ryan International school
Raipur who will be completing
their first phase and entering
into the second phase with the
responsibility of shouldering
right decision which will pave
their way towards success.
Farewell comes as a spectrum
of rainbow bathed in sad tears
of joy the paradox is the fittest
description to the host of outgo-
ing students who are armoured
to face the world with values,
determination and commit-

ment. A congregation of 500
students were given a warm
farewell on 29th January 2023.
Miss Snehal Pinto (Director of
Ryan International Group of
Institutions) bid adieu to the
students of 12th with a differ-
ence, explaining the term

farewell which doesn’t mean
saying good bye to their alma-
mater but farewell means wish-
ing the students to fare-well in
their forth coming board exams.
To fare-well in their future aca-
demics and career they will opt
for. The philosophical motiva-

tional and inspirational CD was
shown to the students of 12th,
which showed the divinity of
our Holy Father and his wishes
for his children. This short doc-
umentary made every students
present in the auditorium more
responsible and dutiful. The
candle ceremony was marked
by the solemn passing of lit can-
dles marking transitions from
the old to new bowing to the
wisdom of seniors and merging
it with the enthusiasm. The std.
12th students handed over their
responsibility to the Std. 11th
students by lighting the candle.
Raghvendra Kumar and Ms.
Tanisha Kaur Chandhok were
awarded as Prince and Princess
of Ryan International school
Raipur.

Raghvendra and Tanisha awarded Prince and Princess
 Ryanites bid farewell

to outgoing batch

Raipur, Jan 28:

IIM Raipur is proud to
announce that it will
serve as the sole knowl-
edge partner for the pres-
tigious Youth 20 Summit,
2023. While the G20 is
taking place in India, the
country is also holding
the inaugural Youth 20
Summit. At the Y20
Summit, young leaders
from all of the G20 na-
tions come together to
tackle pressing global
concerns.

The Institute has
signed a Memorandum of
Understanding with the
Department of Youth
Affairs. In addition to
providing logistical sup-
port, it will coordinate

and facilitate seven
Youth 20 pre-summits
throughout the country.
Assisting fifteen academ-
ic partners with consul-
tation support and
knowledge will be the
Institute’s responsibility
as the sole knowledge
partner.

The consultations will
revolve around five
themes that are relevant
to the issues that the
world is facing. These
themes include the fu-
ture of work; climate
change and disaster risk
reduction; peace building
and reconciliation; and
youth in democracy. In
addition to increasing
knowledge dissemina-
tion among young people,

the Y20 Consultations are
also intended to raise
awareness of India’s G20
objective.

The Y20 Summit will
provide a platform for
the youth that will enable
them to share their per-
spectives on the themes
of the summit. It will
center around encourag-
ing young leaders to
come forward. In this
way, the youth can pro-
vide valuable insights as
well as play a significant
role in transforming the
world. The priorities of
the summit highlight the
necessity with which so-
ciety must come to terms
with the realities of the
changing trends in order
to prosper.

IIM Raipur to serve as the sole knowledge
partner for the Youth 20 Summit

 Launch of a 
state-wide youth
festival and a folk 
literature festival

 Youth festival is a
convergence of the
state’s rich folk 
culture and 
traditions - Sports
Minister Patel

Raipur, Jan 28: Governor Ms.
Anusuiya Uike released the
book “Elections and Innovation
in Madhya Pradesh” written by
Mr. Pralay Srivastava at a func-
tion organised in Bhopal on
Saturday. Addressing the func-
tion, the Governor underlined
the importance of election and
franchise for the welfare and
development of the country.
She told that India is not only
the largest democracy in the
world but it is also strong and
successful. She has given credit
for this to the innovations in the
election process and the faith of
the Indian people in democracy.
Governor described fair and
free elections as the hallmark of
Indian democracy. Along with
this, she also underlined the
role of media, the fourth pillar
of democracy, in nation build-
ing. Governor Uikey expressed
happiness by participating in
this function organized at her
work place Bhopal in Madhya
Pradesh  and said that election

process has special importance
in a vast democratic country
like India. Our democracy is not
only strong but also completely
successful. She said that elec-
tion is the process which
decides the direction and condi-
tion of the country. This not
only decides the future of polit-
ical parties but also of the coun-
try. The governor termed free
and fair elections as the suc-
cess of Indian democracy. She
said that democracy, through
elections, gives voters an
opportunity to elect honest and
strong representatives. Free
and fair elections are the foun-
dation of positive change in the
society, which decides the
future of the country. That is
why all sections of the society
should not only participate sin-
cerely in the election process
but also exercise their valuable
vote. Because each and every
valuable vote unites to form
such a government, in which
the interest of the country is

linked. The welfare and devel-
opment of this country com-
pletely depends on the votes of
the voters. Underlining the
innovations and reforms in the
election process, the Governor
also mentioned the techniques
being adopted in the election
process. She said that innova-
tion has made the election
process easy, reliable and sim-
ple. The more fair, pure and
free the election process is, the

stronger the democracy will be.
She said that along with the
reforms in the election process,
the innovations adopted have
further strengthened the faith
of the Indian public towards
democracy. The right to vote in
the country is the biggest and
most powerful means of
expressing one’s feelings. The
Governor said that the powerful
right to vote should be used by
every person to choose such a
government, which would be in
the interest of all of us. She
urged all the women and youth
of the country and state to
always take part in voting. On
this occasion, former Election
Commissioner of India Mr. O.P.
Rawat, former Chief Electoral
Officer of Madhya Pradesh Mr.
J.S. Mathur, Mrs. Urmila Shukla,
Mr. Mahesh Srivastava, Mr.
Vijay Dutt Sridhar, Mr. NK
Singh, Mr. Dignitaries including
Umesh Trivedi, Ramesh Sharma
and other senior journalists
were present.

Everyone should exercise their right to vote for welfare of country: Governor



Raipur, Jan 28:

Shivaji Sodhi was busy with
a routine training exercise at
the 4th battalion of
Chhattisgarh Armed Force
(CAF) on the outskirts of
Raipur on Friday evening when
his sister telephoned to inform
him that their father head con-
stable Narayan Sodhi has been
awarded Kirti Chakra posthu-
mously. It was a solemn
moment filled with pride for
Shivaji Sodhi, who joined the
state police as constable on
compassionate grounds six
months ago, and is currently
undergoing training.

He was just 17 when his
father Narayan Sodhi, a head
constable in the Chhattisgarh
police’s District Reserve Guard
(DRG) unit, was killed in an
ambush by Maoists in Bijapur
district in 2021.

Two more police personnel
sub-inspector Deepak
Bhardwaj and head constable
Shrawan Kashyap who were
killed in the same incident,
have also been awarded Kirti
Chakra for displaying exempla-
ry courage while fighting
Naxalites. Bhardwaj and Sodhi
were attached to the DRG the
state’s frontline anti-Naxalites
force, while Kashyap was part
of the Special Task Force (STF).

“My father is my hero and I
feel proud. I shared the news
with other trainees and
friends,” Shivaji told. Sodhi
was a native of Punoor village
in Awapalli area of Bijapur dis-
trict, which comes under
Bastar division. His family cur-
rently lives in Bijapur town.

Sodhi was the eldest of five
sons and his three brothers are
also serving in the police in
Bijapur.

“I always wanted to be a
policeman like my father and
uncles and serve my mother-
land Bastar,” said Shivaji, who
quit studies after Class 10.

Shivaji’s elder sister Sukriya,
22, said she got a call about the
announcement of the award
from a local journalist on
Friday. “Though no award can
be greater than my father’s
martyrdom, the entire family is
happy that the son of Bastar
has got such an honour for his
sacrifice,” she said.

Sukriya, who is a final year
student of Bachelor of Science
(BSc) at a college in Bijapur,
said her mother remains
unwell due to an abdominal ail-
ment and she left for Chennai
for treatment on January 26.

Sukriya takes care of her
two younger sisters in the
absence of her mother.

The family of martyred sub-
inspector Deepak Bhardwaj
turned nostalgic on learning
about the gallantry award.

His father Radhelal, a gov-
ernment school teacher, said,
“I am proud of the fact that I
am a martyr’s father. I don’t
shed tears for him because it
needs courage and valour to do
what he has done. It is really a
proud moment for me and the
entire village.” The Bhardwaj

family hails from Pihrid village
in the newly-formed Sakti dis-
trict. Deepak had joined the
service in 2013 and got married
in 2020. The couple did not
have a child. “After Deepak’s
death, his wife moved to her
maternal home and then never
contacted us,” Radhelal said.
Another Kirti Chakra awardee
Shrawan Kashyap hailed from
Baniyagaon village in Nagarnar
area of Bastar district.

The trio was among 22 secu-
rity personnel killed in the
Maoist ambush between
Jonaguda and Tekulgudem vil-
lages in Bijapur district on April
3, 2021.

Inspector General of Police
(Bastar Range) Sundarraj P
said the honour will serve as
the guiding light for thousands
of brave soldiers, who are
fighting against Naxalites and
are committed for peace and
development of the Bastar
region. “It is unfortunate that
we lost our brave soldiers in
the incident, but their gallant
act has been recognised by
bestowing Kirti Chakra on
them posthumously,” he said.
Earlier, two policemen from
the state were awarded Kirti
Chakra, one of them posthu-
mously in 2010 and 2015, he
said. This is for the first time
that DRG personnel have been
conferred with the honour
posthumously for their sacri-
fice, the official added.
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Raipur, Jan 28: 

Governor Anusuiya
Uikey hoisted the national
flag at the main function
organized at the Police
Parade Ground in  Raipur
today on the occasion of
Republic Day. On this occa-
sion, a guard of honour
was presented to the
Governor. Governor gave a
message to the people of
the state. Officers and em-
ployees who showed in-
domitable courage and
bravery against Naxalites
in Naxal-affected districts
of Chhattisgarh state were
felicitated with the
President’s ‘Police
Bravery Medal’. Police
Gallantry Medal - 2022 to
Malik Ram, Inspector,
District -Narayanpur,

Alrik Lakda, Inspector
District -Narayanpur,
Mahendra Potai, Sub-
Inspector, District-
Narayanpur, Sukku Ram
Nag, Sub-Inspector,
District -Narayanpur,
Martyr Jailal Uike, Head
Constable, District-
Narayanpur, Martyr
Kaner Singh Usendi,
Constable, District-
Narayanpur, Shyam
Kishore Sharma, Sub-
Inspector, District-
Rajnandgaon, Dr.
Abhishek Pallav,
Superintendent of Police,
District-Durg, Ramavatar
Patel, Sub-Inspector,
D i s t r i c t - D a n t e w a d a ,
Dileshwar Kumar
Sonwani, Company
Commander, STF
Baghera-Durg, Hazari Lal

Maurya, Sub-Inspector,
D i s t r i c t - D a n t e w a d a ,
Sukkuram Nureti,
Inspector, District-
Narayanpur, Balram
Usendi, Inspector
District -Narayanpur,
Rajkumar Salam,
Assistant Sub-Inspector
District -Narayanpur,
Harishankar Pratap
Singh Kanwar, Inspector,
Viyasha Raipur was given
the award. Inspector
General of Police
Headquarters Nava
Raipur Dr. Sanjeev
Shukla, Inspector of
Police Headquarters
Bishnu Prasad
Deshmukh were awarded
with the President’s
Distinguished Service
Medal for distinguished
service.

Governor felicitates
officers and employees

on Republic Day
Who did excellent work at a function organized 

Gallantry award: Matter of pride for families 
of three policemen martyred in Maoist ambush

Adivasi Congress
takes part in

‘Haath Se Haath
Jodo’ drive

Raipur, Jan 28: On the oc-
casion of Republic Day
Adivasi Congress Raipur
president Bhavani
Markam unfurled
National Flag at many
places in the city part from
taking part in ‘Haath Se
Haath Jodo’ drive and
walked for 12 m in Vidhan
Sabha South area. Of the
areas he did flag hoisting
was at PCC president’s
place and many other
places. Along with him
other persons present
were Arun Yadav, Girish
Dewangan, Ezaz Dhebar,
Parmod Dubey and others.

Raipur, Jan 28:

The 74th Republic Day
was celebrated enthusias-
tically in a patriotic atmos-
phere 

in Bilaspur district. In
the main function organ-
ized at the Police Parade
Ground, Vikas Upadhyay,
Parliamentary Secretary
of Government’s Public
Works, Home, Jail and
Tourism Department
hoisted the flag. Parade
Commander Trainee DSP
Mrs. Nupur Upadhyay
saluted to the tune of
National Anthem. The
chief guest released white
pigeons symbolizing peace
and tricolor balloons sym-
bolizing joy and enthusi-
asm in the sky. Under the
leadership of the parade
commander, 12 platoons
dressed in full dress dis-
played a grand and attrac-
tive parade. The national
flag was saluted by the po-
lice and the city army. Mr.
Upadhyay read the mes-
sage of Chief Minister Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel to the peo-
ple of the state. Freedom
fighter  Nandu Ram
Bhange was honoured at
his home by presenting

him with a ‘shawl’ and
‘sreefal’. On this occasion,
the chief guest honored 26
jawans of the district and 1
jawan of Baloda Bazar dis-
trict who were martyred in
Naxal violence. Chief
guest Upadhyay felicitated
91 officers and employees
for their excellent work by
giving them certificates in
which officers and employ-
ees of various depart-
ments including health de-
partment, police are in-
cluded. Also, Ms. Kiran
Sahu and Shriyanshi
Swarnakar were awarded
with Major Dhyanchand
Award for Karate. Under
the Adarsh

Superintendent Award
Scheme, the first prize was
given to the
Superintendent of Tribal
Boys Hostel Belgahna Mr.
L. Maheshwar Rao, second
prize was awarded to Ms.
Alpana Tiwari of
Jarhabhatha Tribal Baiga
Girls Hostel and third
prize was awarded to Smt.
Pushpa Pradhan,
Superintendent of Tribal
Girls Ashram Takhatpur.
The special category
award went to Mr.
Zainuddin Khan of Jai
Ambe Emergency Service
to save the life of a young
man who got scorched by
high tension wire, he ad-

mitted him to the hospital.
Colorful cultural pro-
grams were presented by
about 600 school children
in the function. These in-
clude girl students of
Government Higher
Secondary Girls School
Dayalband, Sarkanda and
Devkinandan School. A
grand display of attractive
tableaux based on the flag-
ship schemes and achieve-
ments of the state govern-
ment was done by various
departments of the dis-
trict. The achievements of
the last 4 years of the state
government were beauti-
fully depicted in the
tableau. District

Panchayat got the first
prize in the tableau, the
Agriculture Department
got the second prize and
the Jail Department got
the third prize. Mayor
Ram Sharan Yadav,
District Panchayat,
President, Arun Singh
Chauhan, Cooperative
Bank President, Pramod
Nayak, Yoga Commission
Member, Ravindra Singh,
Chhattisgarh Fishermen
Welfare Board, Vice
President, Rajendra
Dhiwar, Municipal
Corporation Chairman,
Sheikh Nazruddin,
Commissioner Dr. Sanjay
Alang, Inspector General
of Police, BN Meena,
Collector Saurabh Kumar,
Superintendent of Police
Mrs. Parul Mathur, Chief
Executive Officer of
District Panchayat, Mrs.
Jayshree Jain, ADM Mr.
RA Kuruvanshi,
Municipal Corporation
Commissioner Mr. Kunal
Dudawat, Mr. Vijay
Kesharwani, Mr. Vijay
Pandey, Mr. Mahesh Dubey
and other public represen-
tatives and officers, em-
ployees, Media and digni-
taries were present.

Parliamentary Secretary 
Vikas Upadhyay hoists flag 

School children present colorful cultural programs



National Girl Child Day celebrated in HSS Kotiadih
Central Chronicle News

Gidhauri, Jan 28: On the
occasion of National Girl
Child Day, the girls of
Government Higher
Secondary School,
Kotiadih District -
Balodabazar were honored
by the National Human
Rights and Crime Control
Bureau by giving those
certificates and pens.

Girl student who have
contributed in the field of
sports, education, art, so-
cial activities and envi-
ronment, were felicitat-
ed. On this occasion,
Arun Kumar Sahu,

media in-charge Brijesh
Kumar Patel was pres-

ent,apsrt from students
and teachers.

Women submit memorandum
against illegal liquor sale

Central Chronicle News

Dongargarh, Jan 28:
Rural women of Pinkapar
village of development
block submitted a memo-
randum to the police sta-
tion in-charge
Dongargarh, here to stop
the sale of illegal liquor in
Pinkapar. As per informa-
tion, illegal liquor is being
sold by Purushottam
Satnami, Human Sahu of
Pinkapar village and the

villagers have demanded
immediate action against
these two. The villagers

have requested to stop the
sale of illegal liquor in
Pinkapar region wholly.

Jambai, Bhagbati,
Ramshila, Rajkumari,
Deepika, Bahurabhai,
Kaushalya, Khemin Bhai,
Triveni Bai, Santoshi Bai,
Teejan Bai, Bharti Patel,
Rajim Sahu and all the vil-
lagers of Pinkapar were
present.

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Jan 28: 74th
Republic Day was cele-
brated in St. Xavier's High
School in a befitting man-
ner. The school building
was decorated with flags
and flowers on the occa-
sion of the republic day
celebration. The program
commenced at 8:50 a.m.
with the welcome of chief
guest Naveen Singh, Chief
Material Manager SEC
Railway, Bilaspur.

The students, teachers
and the guardians partici-
pated in the auspicious oc-
casion. A parade was or-
ganized which was led by
NCC Cadets along with all
House Cadres. After the
parade was over the
Mukesh Sharaf, CEO, the

principal and the chief
guest unfurled the flag to-
gether at 9:00 am. As soon
as the flag was hoisted
everyone sang the national
anthem.

After that different
types of patriotic pro-
grammes were presented
by the students.
J.S.Hundal, principal of
St. Xavier's High School,

Bharni Presided over the
function. The Principal
and the Chief Guest deliv-
ered their speeches ex-
plaining the significance
of the day.

This was followed by a
prize distribution pro-
gramme supervised by
Subhas Roy, Hostel bursar,
HM Nancy Parekh, Reema
Arora, Dr. Mahendra
Singh and Abhilash
Patnaik. Near about 1200
students along with all the
teaching and non-teaching
staffs were present to expe-
rience the day.

Thus, the function of the
red-letter day came to an
end with a closing song and
vote of thanks to the chair.
After that sweets were dis-
tributed among the stu-
dents and the visitors.

‘Vidyarambh Sanskar’ and
Saraswati Puja concludes

Central Chronicle News

Kharora, Jan 28:
Vidyarambh Sanskar and
Saraswati Puja was organ-
ized here in Saraswati
Shishu Mandir in
K h a r o r a . I s h w a r i
Dewangan (philan-
thropist), Rohit Verma
(journalist), Principal
Ashwani Patkar inaugu-
rated the program. 70 new-
comers in the school were
also given Vidyarambh
Sanskar and slate-pencils
were given to all by the
school. The guests in their
address said that the
spring season is the start
of all things new and a res-
olution should be made in
front of Maa Saraswati to

gain knowledge and wis-
dom. The guest also com-
mended Vidya Bharti
Saraswati Shishu Mandir,
in its spread of education,
patriotism, devotion to

Hinduism and for all-
round development of
brothers/sisters. A large
number of students, teach-
ers and villagers were
present in the program.

Strict action against illegal liquor sale
Central Chronicle News

Dongargarh, Jan 28: As
per the instructions of
Superintendent of Police
Prafulla Thakur,
A d d i t i o n a l
Superintendent of Police
Lakhan Patel and Sub-
Divisional Officer of
Police Prabhat Patel, a
special team was formed
to curb the sale of illegal
liquor and raids were car-
ried out in various vil-
lages of the development
block under the leader-
ship of Inspector
Surendra Kumar
Swarnakar, station in-
charge Dongargarh.

The arrested accused in-
clude 28-year-old Jitendra
Sinha father Rajkumar
Sinha village Dhusera, 35-
year-old Ishwar Ishwar

Kurmi father Narayan
Kurmi village Mudpar, 45-
year-old Sheikh Lal Sinha
father Ghasiram Sinha

village Mudpar, 32-year-
old Kishan Kumar father
Tilakram Sinha village
Mundgaon, 37-year-old

Ramji father Village
Tendunala, 24 year old
Ramkumar Sinha father
Mansaram village

Devkatta, 50 year old
Ramesh Kumar father
Pandit Ram village
Acholi, 55 year old Dilip
Behkar father Late Hannu
Behekar Kalkapara
Dongargarh, 46 year old
Skandha Ram father Dal
Prasad village Dhusera
police station Dongargarh
for illegal sale of liquor.

They were arrested
under Section 34(2) and
Section 34(1) and will be
produced in the court. In
the raid Anant Mahadev
Sahu, Ajit Toppo
,Deepchand Verma,
L a x m i k a n t
Chandrapratap Singh,
Gajendra Bhardwaj
,Chandrakant Soni, Veer
Bahadur, Priyans Singh,
Chaman Sahu, Paras
Dhruv's role has been
commendable.
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SXHS Bharni celebrates 74th R-Day
Central Chronicle News

Gorella Pendra
Marwahi, Jan 28: A
meeting was organized in
the Collectorate's Arpa
meeting hall here under
the chairmanship of Mr.
Abhaynarayan Rai, Vice
Chairman of Arpa Basin
Authority.

District Collector Richa
Chowdhary gave informa-
tion about the work done
by various departments,
in progress and proposed
works and authority mem-
bers Mahesh Dubey and
Narendra Bolar and local
public representative
Pankaj Tiwari were pres-
ent in the meeting.

Madhu Chandra,
Executive Engineer of the

Water Resources
Department, gave detailed
information about the al-
ready constructed, under
construction and proposed
works in the Arpa catch-
ment area by his depart-

ment, mainly the proposed
origin tank near village
Amarpur and village Lalati.
Vice President Mr. Rai
urged to make special ef-
forts to make the informa-
tion about the works being

done by all the departments
under the Arpa Basin
Authority accessible to the
general public, and also
asked to include public par-
ticipation in the works done
by the Forest Department.

Arpa Basin Authority meeting held
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BRIEF

Suicide
 Jaipur: A student of

Central University in
Ajmer’s Kishangarh al-
legedly died by suicide
in her hostel room, po-
lice said on Saturday.
The deceased was iden-
tified as Saloni Sahu, a
resident of the Tonk
district. A first-year
student, Sahu was
found hanging in the
hostel room on Friday
evening, the police
said, adding that her
body was handed over
to family members
after a postmortem on
Saturday.

Service 
 New Delhi: Delhi gov-

ernment will soon
start an e-scooter serv-
ice to address the last
mile connectivity is-
sues, Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal an-
nounced on Saturday.
These scooters will be
self-driven, and will
last for 60 kilometres
in one charge, he said
while addressing a
press conference.

Injured 
 Prayagraj: Six people

were injured after a
fire broke out at a
camp in ongoing Magh
Mela here on Saturday,
officials said. The fire
erupted due to leakage
of gas from the gas
cylinder, Chief Fire
Officer (CFO) Rajiv
Kumar Pandey told
PTI. The injured have
been admitted to the
SRN hospital for treat-
ment, he said.

Held 
 Hoshiarpur: A

teacher of a govern-
ment middle school
here was arrested on
the charge of molest-
ing three students, po-
lice said on Saturday.
Sub Inspector (SI)
Kamaljit Singh said
police arrested the
teacher identified as
Satnam Singh for al-
legedly molesting
three girls during
school hours.

DGP
 Guwahati: Senior

Indian Police Service
(IPS) officer
Gyanendra Pratap
Singh will be the next
Director General of
Police (DGP) of
Assam, Chief
Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma said on
Saturday. Singh, cur-
rently the Special
DGP (Law and Order),
will take over from
Bhaskar Jyoti
Mahanta,
who retires at the end
of this month.

Sponsor 
 Mumbai: The police

will sponsor the edu-
cation of a five-year-
old girl who was sexu-
ally assaulted by a boy
in the premises of a
school in central
Mumbai earlier this
month, an official said
on Saturday.
According to the po-
lice, the child was sex-
ually assaulted by a 15-
year-old boy in the
premises of a civic
school in Madanpura
area of central
Mumbai.

Former J&K chief minister
Farooq Abdullah at

‘Ati Maha Vishnu Yagya’ in
Samba district, Saturday.

MASS MARRIAGE

Brides during a mass marriage ceremony in Bikaner, Saturday.

BHARAT JODO YATRA

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi during the party’s ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’, at Awantipora in Pulwama District of South
Kashmir, Saturday.

Guwahati, Jan 28 (PTI): 

Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma
Saturday said women
should embrace mother-
hood at the “appropriate
age” between 22 and 30
years as it otherwise
leads to medical compli-
cations.

Speaking at a govern-
ment function here,
Sarma iterated his gov-
ernment’s commitment
to stop underage mar-
riages and motherhood.

His comments come in
the backdrop of the state
government deciding to
bring stringent laws and
evoking the Protection of
Children from Sexual
Offences (POCSO) Act to
check child marriages
and underage mother-
hood.

“Thousands of hus-
bands will be arrested in
the next five-six months
as it is a crime to have
sexual relations with a
girl below 14 years of
age, even if he is her
legally wed husband,”
Sarma said.

The legal age for the
marriage of a woman is
18 years and those who
marry younger girls will
also be brought to book.
“Many (men who marry
girls) could face life im-
prisonment,” he said.

Speaking about moth-
erhood, Sarma said,
“Women should not wait
too long to become moth-
ers as it leads to compli-
cations. The appropriate
age for motherhood is 22
years to 30 years”.
Women who have not

married yet should do it
soon, he said with a
smile.

“We have been speak-
ing against early mother-
hood. But at the same
time, women should not
wait too long either as
many do ... God has creat-
ed our bodies in a man-
ner that there is an ap-
propriate age for every-
thing,” he added.

The Assam cabinet on
Monday decided to book
men who marry girls
below 14 years of age
under the POCSO Act.
Those who marry girls in
the age group of 14-18
years will be tried under
the Prohibition of Child
Marriage Act, 2006.

The decision was taken
to curb the high rate of
maternal and infant mor-
tality in the state, whose
primary cause is child
marriage, Sarma had
said after the cabinet
meeting.

An average of 31 per
cent of the marriages in
the state are in the pro-
hibited age group, he
said.

‘Women should embrace 
motherhood at appropriate age’

Himanta Biswa Sarma 

Kundgol (K’taka), Jan 28 (PTI):

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Saturday took part in a
road show here, as part of
Karnataka BJP’s ‘Vijaya
Sankalp Abhiyan’, in the run-up
to the Assembly polls in the
state, due by May. Targeting
the opposition Congress and
JD(S) and accusing them of
dynasty politics and corruption,
he sought support for the BJP
to form a government with full
majority in Karnataka.

Shah took part in the road
show on a specially decorated
open vehicle, for over a km dis-
tance from Basavanna Devara
Matha to Gali Mariyamma tem-
ple here, amid loud cheers and
waving of BJP flags by large
number of party supporters
and workers gathered. Shah
was accompanied by Karnataka
Chief Minister Basavaraj
Bommai, Union Minister
Pralhad Joshi, senior BJP leader
B S Yediyurappa, party’s
General secretary in-charge
Arun Singh, state President
Nalin Kumar Kateel, former
Chief Minister Jagadish
Shettar, along the road show.
People gathered along the

stretch showered flower petals
at the vehicle carrying the lead-
ers at various places, as sound
of beating of the drums, chants
of “Modi Modi”, “Bharat Mata
ki Jai” slogans reverberated.
Shah made a short address to
the gathering at the end of the
road show, during which he tar-
geted opposition Congress and
JD(S) for dynasty politics and
corruption, and asked them to
vote for BJP in the upcoming
Assembly polls. Listing out var-

ious “pro-people” programmes
of the BJP government, he said,
“Congress only does aarti of
Gandhi family, and in JD(S)
grandfather, son, grandson,
their wives, grandson’s son
everyone wants to contest
polls...youths should tell, do
they have a place in that
party?” Claiming that youth
has a place only in BJP under
the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, he
said, BJP government under
Modi has taken the country’s
pride to heights at the global
level. “Modi has worked for
securing the country from ter-
rorists, Modi has abrogated
Article 370 from Jammu and
Kashmir, along with that con-
struction of Ram Mandi in
Ayodhya,” Shah said, asking
people to vote for BJP in the
upcoming elections, to support
it in forming a government with
full majority, and to defeat the
“parivarwadis” (dynasts) and
corrupt. The road show by BJP
was aimed at attracting public
support in favour of the party in
Kundgol and neighbouring
Assembly constituencies in
Dharwad district, party sources
said.

Amit Shah takes part 
in road show in Kundgol

Hits out at Cong and JD(S) for dynasty politics

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah speaks during the
foundation stone laying

ceremony of the Forensic
Science University in
Dharwad, Saturday.

Kolkata, Jan 28 (PTI):

Trinamool Congress
Saturday accused the
“rainbow” combine of left,
right and Naxalite groups
in West Bengal of joining
hands with forces like
Indian Secular Front (ISF)
to foment unrest in the
state and cited the recent
clashes in the heart of the
city and parts of South 24
Parganas to buttress its
points.

BJP countered the
charges saying TMC is
scared of the increasing
public discontent against
its corrupt regime and ero-
sion in its strong Muslim
vote bank with the emer-
gence of ISF.

Trinamool Congress na-
tional spokesperson
Sukhendu Sekhar Roy told
PTI that the January 25
rally in Kolkata under the
banner of ‘Nagarik
Mancha’ (Citizens’ Forum)
saw the “rainbow coali-
tion” of BJP, CPI-M,

Congress and the naxals
joining hands to support
the violent attack by the
“communal” ISF on TMC
offices at Bhangar in
South 24 Parganas and
vandalism by it in the
heart of the city.

ISF MLA Naushad
Siddique and 17 other
party workers were arrest-
ed for allegedly indulging
in violence that broke out
in the city’s Esplanade
area after a rally on
January 21 to mark the
party’s foundation day. It
blamed TMC for defiling
its flags.

The party was formed in
2021 ahead of the state
election and joined the
‘Sanjukta Morcha’ of the
CPI-M and Congress
against the ruling TMC
and BJP.

“Our strategy in
Bhangar as elsewhere in
the state is to counter dis-
ruptive attempts political-
ly and democratically. The
ISF attacked our activists
there without any provo-
cation, but we did not
allow the situation to esca-
late,” Roy claimed.

TMC accuses ‘rainbow’
combine of joining

hands with ISF 
 To foment 

disturbances
Guwahati, Jan 28 (PTI): 

Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma on
Saturday distributed ap-
pointment letters to over
1,200 people who got jobs in
various government de-
partments. Among the
candidates were ap-
pointees on compassionate
grounds who are family
members of police person-
nel killed in action since
1988. “Happy to distribute
appointment letters to
1,208 selected candidates
for Health & Family
Welfare and Home &
Political departments at
Sankardev Kalakshetra,
Guwahati. With 41,710 ap-
pointments so far, we are
marching towards our goal
of providing 1 lakh Govt
jobs,” Sarma tweeted later.

Speaking at the pro-
gramme, the chief minis-
ter said the government is
working overtime to en-
sure jobs for families of
every slain police person-
nel. “Between 1996 to 2005,
almost all the communi-
ties of the state had an
armed outfit,” he said.

The biggest challenge
was from the ULFA and
Bodo groups, and many po-
lice personnel lost their
lives in the line of duty.

Initially, their families
would receive government
jobs on compassionate
grounds but the practice
was later discontinued and
an ex-gratia payment was
paid to the next of kin, he
said. “We felt that jobs
should be given to these
martyrs’ families.
Altogether 422 such per-
sonnel are there whose
families are yet to get jobs.
We are hopeful that by the
next two months, we will
be able to give appoint-
ments to all the families,”
Sarma said as appoint-
ment letters to 72 such can-
didates were given at the
function. The chief minis-
ter also exhorted nurses
under the Health and
Family Welfare depart-
ment, who got their ap-
pointment letters on the
occasion, to serve with a
smiling face and dedica-
tion. “There is a need for
the nurses to be mild-man-
nered and address the pa-
tients and their attendants
with smile and under-
standing,” he said.

Assam CM hands over 
appointment letters of govt jobs 
 To 1200 people

Jaipur, Jan 28 (PTI): 

Spiritual head of Ajmer
Dargah Zainul Abedin Ali
Khan on Saturday called
upon religious leaders of
all faiths to come together
to fight against commu-
nalism in the country.

At a ceremony held as
part of the ongoing Urs,
Khan addressed the heads
of various dargahs of the
country and said: “I
humbly urge all the reli-
gious leaders of different
faiths to join hands in ex-

tinguishing the fire of ex-
tremism from the young
minds of our country.

He asked them to come
together “irrespective of
caste, creed, race, and reli-
gion.”

“Good values create
good minds which ulti-
mately lead to a better at-
mosphere, peace, and hap-
piness,” he said, citing
Prophet Mohammed.

“The most highlighted
topic of Islam is peace.
One who has pure deeds
and intentions will find an
easy way to enter heaven.
The importance of peace
has been an important
part of Islam,” he said.

He said Sufism has nar-
rated the essence of Islam
and has been a flag bearer
of peace. Khan said that
dargahs are visited by peo-
ple of all religions, and
called the practice a “liv-
ing example of harmony
in diversity.”

Ajmer Sharif dargah head calls 
on religious leaders to raise voice 

 Against 
communalism
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Jerusalem, Jan 28 (AP):

A Palestinian attacker
in his early teens opened
fire in east Jerusalem on
Saturday, wounding two
people, officials said, a
day after another as-
sailant killed seven out-
side a synagogue in the
deadliest attack in the
city since 2008.

The shooting in the
Palestinian neighbour-
hood of Silwan in east
Jerusalem, near the his-
toric Old City, wounded a
father and son, ages 47
and 23, paramedics said.
Both were fully conscious
and in moderate to seri-
ous condition in the hos-
pital, the medics added.

Police said they shot
and overpowered the 13-
year-old attacker, wound-
ing him. He was taken to
a hospital, they said, and
there was no further
word on his condition.

Video showed police es-
corting a wounded young
man, wearing nothing but
underwear, away from the
scene and onto a stretch-
er. Authorities taped off
the street and emergency
vehicles and security

forces swarmed the area
as helicopters whirled
overhead.

Saturday’s events just a
day before US Secretary
of State Antony Blinken
was set to arrive in the re-
gion raised the possibility
of even greater conflagra-
tion in one of the bloodi-
est months in Israel and
the occupied West Bank
in several years.

On Friday, a
Palestinian gunman
killed at least seven peo-
ple, including a 70-year-
old woman, in a Jewish

settlement in east
Jerusalem, an area cap-
tured by Israel in 1967 and
later annexed in a move
not internationally recog-
nized. The attacks pose
pivotal test for Israel’s
new far-right govern-
ment.

Its firebrand minister
of national security,
Itamar Ben-Gvir, has pre-
sented himself as an en-
forcer of law and order
and grabbed headlines for
his promises to take even
stronger action against
the Palestinians.

The Israeli army said it
had deployed another bat-
talion to the West Bank
on Saturday, adding hun-
dreds more troops to a
presence already on
heightened alert in the oc-
cupied territory.

Prime Minister
Benjamin said he would
convene his Security
Cabinet on Saturday
night, after the end of the
sabbath, to discuss a fur-
ther response to the at-
tack near the synagogue.

Security forces
launched a crackdown
early Saturday, fanning
out into the neighbour-
hood of the 21-year-old
Palestinian gunman, who
was shot and killed at the
scene. Police arrested 42
of his family members
and neighbours for ques-
tioning in the At-Tur
neighbourhood in east
Jerusalem. Police Chief
Kobi Shabtai moved a
force analogous to a
SWAT team in the city
and beefed up forces, in-
structing police to work
12-hour shifts. He urged
the public to call a hotline
if they see anything sus-
picious.

Palestinian teen wounds 2,
day after 7 killed in Jerusalem

An Israeli policeman secures a shooting attack site in east
Jerusalem, Saturday, Jan. 28. A Palestinian gunman
opened fire in east Jerusalem on Saturday, wounding at
least two people less than a day after another attacker
killed seven outside a synagogue there in the deadliest
attack in the city since 2008.

LASER SHOW

People watch a laser show during the “Festival of Lights”, celebrating the 700th anniversary of Vilnius city in
Church of St Catherine in Vilnius, Lithuania.

United Nations, Jan 28
(AP): Mali’s foreign min-
ister defended the mili-
tary government’s cooper-
ation with Russia on
Friday and rejected three
options proposed by the
UN chief to reconfigure
the UN peacekeeping
force in the west African
country where Al-Qaeda
and Islamic State extrem-
ist groups are driving in-
security.

Abdoulaye Diop told the
UN Security Council that
security is the country’s
top priority and Mali will
not continue to justify its
partnership with Russia,
which is providing train-
ing and equipment to the
military. He did not men-
tion Russia’s Wagner
Group, the private mili-
tary contractor with ties
to the Kremlin. But
S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l
Antonio Guterres’ inter-
nal review released this
week of the 17,500-strong
UN mission, known as MI-
NUSMA, noted that Mali’s
longstanding security
partnership with France
and others deteriorated
over concerns about
Wagner Group personnel
operating in support of

the Malian armed forces,
which he said Russian of-
ficials have publicly ac-
knowledged. US deputy
ambassador Richard
Mills said the United
States welcomes the UN’s
acknowledgement in the
internal review of the
Wagner Group’s presence
in Mali.

He called Wagner “a
criminal organisation
that is committing wide-
spread atrocities and
human rights abuses in
Mali and elsewhere.”

Mali defends Russian ties and
opposes options for UN force

Washington, Jan 28 (PTI):

US President Joe Biden
spoke with Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu, condemning
what he called a “horrific
terrorist attack” outside
a Jerusalem synagogue
in which a Palestinian
gunman killed at least
seven people. President
Biden, who called
Netanyahu on Friday,
also offered support to
Israel’s government and
people following the at-
tack. The incident came
amid spiralling tensions
and violence between
Israel and the
Palestinians.

The shooting took
place on Friday evening
in the northern part of
East Jerusalem, a day
after nine Palestinians
were killed during an
Israel Defence Forces

raid in the West Bank
city of Jenin.

During the call, the
President made clear that
this was an attack
against the civilised
world. “He offered all ap-
propriate means of sup-
port to the Government
and People of Israel over
the coming days,” the
White House said in a
readout of the call.

“The President
stressed the iron-clad US
commitment to Israel’s
security, and agreed that
his team would remain in
constant touch with their
Israeli counterparts,” the
White House said.

In a separate state-
ment, US Secretary of
State Tony Blinken con-
demned in the strongest
terms “the horrific ter-
rorist attack” that oc-
curred today outside of a
synagogue in Jerusalem.

Biden calls Israeli PM after
terrorist attack in Jerusalem

San Juan, Jan 28 (AP):

Jamaican sprinter
Usain Bolt told reporters
Friday that he is baffled
over how USD 12.7 mil-
lion of his money has
gone missing from a
local private investment
firm that authorities are
investigating as part of a
massive fraud that

began more than a
decade ago. Bolt also
said he has fired his
business manager,
adding that it was not an
amicable split.

When asked if he was
“broke,” the retired star
athlete laughed. “I’m not
broke, but it’s definitely
put a damper on me,” he
said. “It was for my fu-

ture. Everybody knows I
have three kids. I’m still
looking out for my par-
ents, and I still want to
live very well.”

Bolt’s attorneys have
said the athlete’s ac-
count with Kingston-
based Stocks and
Securities Limited dwin-
dled from nearly USD
12.8 million to some USD

12,000. They had given
the company until
Friday to return the
money or face civil and
criminal action.

It wasn’t immediately
clear whether any action
had been taken as of late
Friday. Attorney Linton
P Gordon did not return
a message seeking com-
ment.

Usain Bolt fires business manager over Jamaica fraud case



Rajender Kumar Sharma

A s the country celebrated its 74th Republic Day with much fanfare,
our Constitution has seen many ups and downs in these more than

seven decades.  The majority community of the country has presented
an example of religious harmony, considering the spirit of sacrifice as
paramount to keep every single flower of this great republic in the bou-
quet, it is the foundation stone of this great democracy, perhaps this is
the reason why Maa Bharti never allows any discrimination among
Hindu ,Muslim or Brahmin and Shudra in giving its resources to all equal-
ly.  But in these seven decades, there has been erosion of values in the
politics of the country.  In the absence of national issues, priority is being
given to such issues which are not in the interest of a large democratic
country like India.  Every Indian is distressed by the kind of incidents and
dialogues being heard and seen in the media.  This equally true for all re-
ligions, whether he / she  belongs to any religion, sect, community or
any caste. Recently, we had the opportunity to listen to the knowledge of
the Education Minister of Bihar, Mr. Chandrashekhar Singh about
Ramcharit Manas, how the meaning of Ramcharit Manas's verses are
being misrepresented and the religious sentiments and beliefs of the
majority community are being violated to serve their political interests.
Not only this, adopting a stubborn tendency to stick to your given ex-
pression even when the voice of opposition is raised, somewhere it is like
encouraging the tendency to hurt the sentiments of the people.  The
storm of Bihar's politics had not even subsided that in Uttar Pradesh, a
leader of the SP, Mr. Swami Prasad Maurya, even advocated a ban on re-
ligious texts like Ramayana.  His argument is that crores of people do not
read Ramcharit Manas, the quatrains given in it are against a particular
caste.  Maurya Saheb is perhaps unaware of the fact that whether some-
one reads Ramayana or not, but Lord Purushottam Ram will remain the
deity of a particular community.  The Ram Raj that the Father of the
Nation, Mahatma Gandhiji always talked about, today some political par-
ties and their leaders are seeing discrimination and flaws in the
Ramayana of the same Lord Ram.  In both the above cases, two things
are clearly visible, one, the purpose of such ideological rhetoric is to
keep oneself in the headlines, and the other is to divide the majority
community into castes and pursue its political interest.  So that his chair
can be saved in the upcoming 2024 Lok Sabha elections. Somewhere
such politicians are not liking the unity of the majority community. It is
not justified to say anything on such sensitive issues without intensive
research and strong facts. And when the question comes from the party
chief to clarify the party's stand in this matter, then the answer is the
same that it is the personal opinion or point of view of the Minister or the
Leader. Personal opinion or point of view has become like a shield to
save the leaders. While they forget that today's voter is aware and edu-
cated, he / she wants development in the country and not politics that
divides Hindu, Muslim or Brahmin, Shudra. Such rhetoric has more pos-
sibilities of causing harm than political gain. India is a secular country in
which religious freedom has been completely given to the people.  Pick
up the religious books of any religion and read them, nothing more than
love and devotion to God is written in all the books.  But due to our selfish
attitude, we have left no stone unturned in humiliating those holy reli-
gious texts as well.  Such leaders should be questioned whether educa-
tion, housing, food, hunger, foreign terrorism, country's security, coun-
try's development projects, rural, tribal, scheduled caste welfare
schemes, women and child development schemes, employment to youth
don’t even know how many such issues are necessary to be considered,
it is necessary to attract the attention of the government towards them,
not to gain cheap popularity by making unnecessary statements and de-
bates on religious texts.  Some political parties give it the name of free-
dom of expression.  Has the constitution provided freedom of expression
to criticize the favorite deities of a particular religion and their religious
texts?  The beliefs and sentiments of a particular religion should not be
attacked under the guise of expression of freedom.  The constitution
gives the message of respecting all religions. Taking cognizance by the
country's Supreme Court interfering on such sensitive issues would be in
the interest of our republic.

National issues getting
blurred in political conflict

S wachh Bharat Mission-
Grameen has reached every

nook and corner of this vast country in
the form of a people’s movement. Not
only has it changed behaviours, but it
has also become a household name.
Such has been the impact of the
Swachh Bharat Mission – a flagship
programme, promoted by none other
than the Hon’ble Prime Minister of
India. The ongoing process has been
possible with the support of all the
State and District machinery,
Development Partners, NGOs,
Panchayat leaders and the communi-
ties that are making massive efforts to
contribute to the health and well-
being of their communities in the spir-
it of a Swachh and Swasth Bharat.
South African anti-apartheid activist
and father of modern South Africa,
Mr. Nelson Mandela had once said,
“Freedom cannot be achieved unless
women have been emancipated from
all forms of oppression.” One cannot
but agree with this sentiment. Having
been working with the Department of
Drinking Water and Sanitation for
over a year now, I am privileged to be
working with two of the country’s
flagship programmes - the Swachh
Bharat Mission Grameen and the
National Jal Jeevan Mission – both of
which are empowering women, liber-
ating them from endless drudgery,
and disease.

On this Republic Day, it is pertinent
to point to the freedom from unhy-
gienic practices and unsanitary condi-
tions that the SBM-G Mission is work-
ing towards. While it has brought
about access to sanitation to all sec-
tions of society, the ‘pro-poor and pro-
women’ campaign has also freed
women from having to wait until dark

to relieve themselves, while providing
protection, dignity and numerous
health benefits. The National Jal
Jeevan Mission, on the other hand has
taken a step further, becoming a god-
send to rural women living in water
scarce regions of the country. Thus
far, through the noble missions of
SBM-G and NJJM over 11 crore indi-
vidual household toilets have been
constructed and more than 10.90
crore household tap water connec-
tions have been provided.
Additionally, SBM-G has put India on
the road to achieving the UN
Sustainable Development Goal 6.2, to
achieve access to adequate and equi-
table sanitation and hygiene for all,
and end open defecation, paying spe-
cial attention to the needs of margin-
alised, women and girls and those in

vulnerable situations, by the year
2030. Studies indicate that toilet
usage is 93.4 per cent owing to
SBM(G) with significant economic,
environmental and health impacts,
contributing to the empowerment of
women in particular.

Lighthouse Initiative: The country
is certainly on track with the SBM-G,
although a lot more needs to be done.
Recognising the role of the private
sector in Swachh Bharat Mission
Grameen and that “swachhata” is
everybody’s business, DDWS is collab-
orating with the India Sanitation
Coalition (ISC) at FICCI, a multi-stake-
holder platform that together with
corporate partners, and Development
Partners, works to achieve sustain-
able Solid and Liquid Waste
Management (SLWM) in villages of
India. In the first phase, the aim is to
create model or ‘lighthouse’ Gram
Panchayats’ across fifteen states that

would successfully implement SLWM
arrangements that could be scaled up
across the country to achieve the tar-
get of making all our villages as ODF
Plus Model. Swachh Survekshan
Grameen 2023: Also underway is the
Swachh Survekshan Grameen 2023 –
a survey that ranks states and dis-
tricts on the basis of their perform-
ance on key quantitative and qualita-
tive SBM-G parameters. The objec-
tives of SSG 2023 are to generate ac-
tive participation at the village, dis-
trict and State levels in SBM-G Phase
II; create awareness about ODF Plus
model villages; to assess and learn
through peer verification; create a
healthy competition among GPs and
to recognise winners at all levels.

To accelerate momentum, DDWS
has also organised various iconic

campaigns that have made a consid-
erable impact. Among them is the
Retrofit to Twinpit Abhiyan which pro-
motes simple “on-site” technologies
by retrofitting the existing single-pit
toilets into twin-pit toilets and con-
necting septic tank toilets to air vents
and soak pits.  The campaign also
aims to generate awareness about
the safe disposal of faecal sludge in
rural households. Under Sujlam 1.0
and 2.0 campaigns, individual and
community soak pits were construct-
ed in households and establishments
for the effective treatment of greywa-
ter generated. The campaign ensured
minimal stagnation of wastewater
and checked its discharge into the vil-
lage ponds.  More than 23 million
soak pits were constructed during
both campaigns. As far as
GOBARdhan is concerned, it supports
villages to safely manage their cattle,
agricultural and organic waste, con-

verting the same into clean fuel and
organic manure to improve environ-
mental sanitation and curb vector-
borne diseases. In this regard, the
Government of India provides techni-
cal assistance to every district and fi-
nancial support of up to Rs. 50 lakhs
per district to achieve safe disposal of
cattle dung and organic waste. So far,
there are more than 500 GOBARdhan
plants around the country.

Information, Education &amp;
Communication has played a pivotal
role in spreading awareness and pro-
moting SBM-G activities and from
the outset most of the activities have
led to community participation that
has led to communities taking own-
ership of the projects to ensure sus-
tainability. Swachhata Hi Sewa,
Swachhata Runs, Swachh Bharat
Diwas, United India for Swachhata,
are examples of such involvement.
Much focus is also being given to
strengthening capacities, given that
SBM-G Phase II requires cost effec-
tive and cost viable technological in-
terventions, requiring specialised
skills in the construction of assets. In
order to encourage GPs to showcase
ground-level initiatives in Menstrual
Hygiene Management and to pro-
mote cross-learning among states, a
National Film Competition for GPs on
MHM was organised recently.
Needless to say, menstrual hygiene
has continued to be a cause of con-
cern due to lack of knowledge, per-
sisting taboos, stigma, limited access
to menstrual products and safe dis-
posal mechanism of used sanitary
pads. Sensitising women and girls on
MHM would go a long way in reduc-
ing school dropout rate among girl
studentswhile improving their health
and dignity. On this Republic Day, I
salute our sanitation warriors, Gram
Panchayat leaders and functionaries
at District and State levels who have
worked tirelessly to improve sanita-
tion conditions in our villages. They
have undoubtedly risen as the torch-
bearers to transform India into a
healthy and clean nation.

(The Author of this Article is
Secretary, Department of Drinking

Water and Sanitation, Ministry of Jal
Shakti. Views ae personal
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Climate reparations
needed

Climate reparations refer to a call
for money to be paid by the devel-
oped countries to the developing
countries as a means of addressing
the historical contributions that the
Developed countries have made to-
wards climate change. According to
the framework for climate change,
it is the wealthy nations that have
contributed the majority of green-
house gas emissions since 1850,
which is generally regarded as the
start of the industrial age. Only 3%
of historical emissions are account-
ed for by a nation like India, which is
currently the third largest emitter.
Since 1840, China, which has been
the world's largest emitter for more
than 15 years, has contributed
about 13% of all emissions. China is
receiving funds towards climate
change, whereas our country not re-
ceived anything from developed
countries. The Warsaw
International Mechanism for Loss
and Damages, was set up in 2012
and it was the first formal acknowl-
edgment of the need to compensate
developing countries struck by cli-
mate, Our country is not been sup-
ported by any developed countries
in this context. Therefore our coun-
try needs climate reparation to
combat pollutions.
VijayKumar H K, Raichur, Karnataka

President’s address
In her Republic Day address, the

President made two salient points
of great significance — that the
Constitution reflects the spirit of
India, and diversity forms the core.
However, the President’s emphasis
is in stark contrast to what the rul-
ing dispensation tries to do. The at-
tempt to amend the basic structure
of the Constitution forebodes that it
would tinker with what lends dis-
tinctness to our Constitution. The
President has described diversity as
the defining feature of our nation,
but the Right-oriented ruling dis-
pensation is hostile to India’s cultur-
al pluralism. The nation is confused
which direction it is sailing towards.

Beant Singh Bedi, Mohali

Impact on learning
The ASER report suggests that

despite wide variations in how chil-
dren accessed technological aids
during the pandemic period, most
schools attempted to keep learning
going with digital resources. Here,
a very significant contribution of
the parents needs to be acknowl-
edged. In the coming months and
years, as our states try to find ways
to reach NEP 2020 goals of achiev-
ing foundational literacy, they
would do well to weave ASER’s hy-
pothesis on the role of parents into
their plans.

MONA SINGH, by mail

Gender equality 
in sports

Though women are breaking
glass ceilings in almost every
sphere, the question of equality has
been hogging the limelight for
years. Some of the legislation lacks
effective implementation, thus act-
ing as a deterrent for women to
raise their concerns. Over the
years, the condition of women has
ameliorated but there is a long way
to go to accomplish gender equali-
ty. The perpetrators of sexual ha-
rassment against wrestlers should
be brought to book at the earliest.
This will encourage not only bud-
ding sportswomen, but also lift the
sagging morale of all women play-
ers across all sports.

Aanya Singhal, Noida
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Bodh Gaya: Buddhist monks and other devotees take part in a procession from Dhungeswari to Bodhgaya on the occasion of
International Buddha Mahotsav, in Bodh Gaya, Saturday, Jan 28.

BUDDHA MAHOTSAV

A new United Nations report has pegged India’s GDP at 5.8 per cent in
2023 - slightly lower than the estimated 6.4 per cent in 2022 - as

higher interest rates and global economic slowdown weigh on investment
and exports. At the same time, it notes that India's economic growth is
expected to remain “strong” even as prospects for other South Asian na-
tions “are  more  challenging".  Bangladesh, Pakistan and Sri Lanka have
sought financial assistance from the International Monetary Fund (IMF)
in 2022. The World Economic Situation and Prospects 2023 report says
the world output growth is projected to decelerate from an estimated
three per cent in 2022 to 1.9 per cent in 2023, marking one of the lowest
growth rates in recent decades as a “series of severe and mutually rein-
forcing shocks— the COVID-19 pandemic, the war in Ukraine and result-
ing food and energy crises, surging inflation, debt tightening, as well as
the climate emergency —battered the world economy in 2022.” The re-
port, produced by the United Nations Department of Economic and Social
Affairs (UN DESA), says that in   South   Asia,   the   economic   outlook
has significantly deteriorated due to high food and energy prices, mone-
tary tightening and fiscal vulnerabilities. Average GDP growth is project-
ed to moderate from 5.6 per cent in 2022 to 4.8 per cent in2023. While
economic growth in India is projected to moderate in the calendar year
2023 to 5.8 per cent, with higher interest rates weighing on investment
and slower global growth weakening exports, the report estimates that
the country will grow at 6.7 per cent in 2024, the fastest-growing major
economy in the world. In India, annual inflation is estimated at 7.1 per-
cent in 2022, exceeding the 2 to 6 per cent medium-term inflation target
band set by the Central Bank. India’s inflation is expected to decelerate to
5.5 percent in 2023 as global commodity prices moderate and slower cur-
rency depreciation eases imported inflation. Most developing countries
have seen as lower job recovery in 2022 and continue to face considerable
employment slack. Disproportionate losses in women’s employment dur-
ing the initial phase of  the pandemic have not been fully reversed, with
improvements mainly arising from a recovery in informal jobs. Recovery
in the labour market has been uneven across the region. The report said
that among the large economies, unemployment rate dropped to a four-
year low of 6.4 per cent in India, as the economy added jobs both in urban
and rural areas in 2022. In India, the unemployment rate in 2022 declined
to pre-pandemic levels through stepped-up urban and rural employment.
But youth employment remained below pre-pandemic levels, particularly
among  young  women,  given  the pandemic’s severe impacts on eco-
nomic sectors where women tend to cluster. The report presents a
gloomy and uncertain global economic outlook for the near term. Global
growth is forecast to moderately pick up to 2.7 percent in 2024 as some of
the headwinds will begin to subside. However, this is highly dependent on
the pace and sequence of further monetary tightening, the course and
consequences of the war in Ukraine, and  the  possibility  of  further  sup-
ply-chain disruptions.

UN report lowers India’s
GDP at 5.8pc

SBM-G aspires for freedom from 
drudgery, unsanitary conditions

Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit

P ariksha Pe Charcha is a
movement that is driven by

Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
efforts to bring together students,
parents, teachers and the society
to foster an environment where
the unique individuality of each
child is celebrated, encouraged
and allowed to express itself fully
Inspiring this movement is Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's path
breaking, bestselling book 'Exam
Warriors'

PM Modi started this yojana in
2018 and has provided several
benefits to school children. Not
only their education but their over-
all skills are enhanced day by day
by the extracurricular activities
that are included in the program.
PM Modi loves children and he al-
ways finds some or other ways to
get in touch with them. Since he is
responsible for managing the
county, he has started the
Pariksha Pe Charcha yojana for the
school-going students. PM Modi
interacted with students, teachers
and gave them his tips on how to
deal with exam stress, student-
teacher connection, social media
distractions and more. PM Modi’s
book, “Exam Warriors”  is a popu-
lar annual event for exam-bound
students, their parents and teach-
ers. For the PM, it is an unflinching
commitment towards the future
generations of the country, as he
believes that the right tempera-
ment to deal with life’s challenges,

can best be moulded in a child’s
formative years. PM rightly urges
everyone to put exams in the right
perspective, rather than making it
a life-and-death situation punctu-
ated by undue stress and pressure.
The one-line message is put forth
very clearly: there is a beautiful
world, beyond the ensuing exam.
The Exam Warriors module on
NaMo App adds an interactive
tech element to the Exam Warriors
movement. It communicates the
core messages of each mantra
that the Prime Minister has writ-
ten in the book 'Exam Warriors'.

Modi has rightly said “Neither
destroy your inner peace in a con-
sistent feeling of comparing and
competing yourself with your
peers nor consider your exams,
your life. There is a life beyond
these. The more you feel positive
and free, the better you’ll perform
in life.” He has rightly advised to
avoid unfair means in Exam.
Cheating in Examinations means

engaging in dishonest practice or
breaching the rules during or in re-
lation to examinations. Students
cheat in exams because they want
to perform as well as their class-
mates and friends. Healthy com-
petition is not a bad concept.
However, if this competition turns
more serious, then it can lead to
cheating and unfair means to
achieve higher scores. It is often
said that cheating can lead to
worse situations that can affect
your entire life and career ahead.

It is a fact that teachers should
understand every student's poten-
tial, learning speed, interests, etc.,
guide them, and provide feedback
to improve themselves. They need
to  interact with every student's
parents to inform them about their
children's performance and dis-
cuss enhancing their learning. As a
teacher, one must bring out the
best in students and inspire them
to strive for greatness. Students
are considered as the future of the

nation and humankind, and a
teacher is believed to be a credible
guide for their advancement. 

PPC 2023 gave some very inter-
esting tips by Prime Minister to
students, teachers and parents.
Everyone can imbibe the mantras
and concepts that the Prime
Minister wrote in Exam Warriors
since each mantra is pictorially
represented. One must remember
that once you go to any place to
prove something about yourself,
sickness of failure and success will
set in. For one who wants to learn,
there is no such thing as failure or
success, it is just a question of
striving.  Students should keep in
mind that what you are studying is
not some subject, it is different
pieces of life. It may be presented
in a most uninteresting way, but
still it is life. You are learning
something that could enhance the
scope and play of your life. If you
remember it, it will not transform
your life in any way.

Pariksha Pe Charcha: Another inspiring movement by PM
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NLP inauguration

New Delhi: Union
Minister for Ports,
Shipping and
Waterways
Sarbananda Sonowal
inaugurated the
'National Logistics
Portal (Marine)' -- a
single-window portal
aimed at reducing the
logistics cost.
According to an offi-
cial statement, the
National Logistics
Portal (NLP) will be
the single window for
all trade processes of
the logistics sector
spread across the
country covering all
modes of transport in
waterways, roadways,
and airways along
with an e-marketplace
to provide a seamless
end-to-end logistic
service coverage.

Patanjali Foods
New Delhi: Patanjali
Foods Ltd, which is
mainly into edible oil
business, has posted a
15 per cent growth in
its net profit to Rs
269.18 crore for the
December quarter on
better sales. Its net
profit stood at Rs
234.07 crore in the
year-ago period, ac-
cording to a regulato-
ry filing. Total income
rose by 26 per cent to
Rs 7,963.75 crore dur-
ing the quarter ended
December 31, as com-
pared to Rs 6,301.19
crore in the corre-
sponding period of
the previous year.

Pending orders 

New Delhi: Maruti
Suzuki India's pend-
ing orders have
jumped to around 4.05
lakh units this month
as the inflow of book-
ings continues to be
steady, while newly in-
troduced SUVs Jimny
and Fronx also added
to the numbers, ac-
cording to a senior
company official. The
bookings for Jimny
have crossed 11,000
units, while that of
Fronx is around 4,000
units. In the third
quarter ended
December 2022, the
company's pending
customer orders stood
at about 3.63 lakh vehi-
cles, out of which
about 1.19 lakh orders
were for newly
launched models.

Hiring
New Delhi: Online
platform to buy and
sell pre-owned vehi-
cles CARS24 on
Friday said it plans to
hire over 500 people
over the next three
months to drive its
next phase of growth.
The company said it
will be hiring for both
tech and non-tech re-
lated roles and has
opened positions in
departments, includ-
ing technology, prod-
uct, data sciences, en-
gineering, business,
customer success,
human resources, fi-
nance, marketing and
sales. The new hires
will play a critical role
in driving the next
phase of growth as the
company scales its op-
erations and expands
further, CARS24 said
in a statement.

Hyderabad, Jan 28: 

Union Minister for
Commerce and Industry
Piyush Goyal on Saturday
called for the creation of
an international network
of mentors, investors and
entrepreneurs to strength-
en the global start-up
ecosystem.

In a video address to the
Inception Meeting of the
Start-up 20 Engagement
Group of G20 here, he said
this network must support
and inspire start-ups, act
as a team to facilitate ex-
change of ideas, best prac-
tices and funding mecha-
nisms and promote collab-

orations in research and
development. He said it is
not just the role of individ-
ual nations to support in-
novation and added that it
will have to be the collec-
tive responsibility of
world nations to nurture a
global effort to incubate
start-up ecosystems in all
parts of the world. This
creates a global start-up
ecosystem that is inclu-
sive, supportive and sus-
tainable to address global

challenges. Goyal said
India was proud to high-
light the progress and po-
tential of the global start-
up ecosystem as the host
nation of G20. He noted
that the Startup20 Group
had been established
under India's G20
Presidency for the first
time, as part of India's spe-
cial focus on innovation.
Observing that innovation
would be the strongest pil-
lar that would help build a
developed India in the
'Amritkaal', he said inno-
vation has been a catalytic
force for the economy and
social and public good.
"Innovation in today's
world goes beyond achiev-
ing mere economic objec-
tives as it also considers
societal inclusion and en-
vironmental sustainabili-

ty," he added. He said India
had begun its start-up
journey with the founda-
tion laid by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
in 2016 with the launch of
the Start-up India
Initiative.

In the last seven years, it
had helped in fostering en-
trepreneurship and pro-
moting newer and newer
ideas, helping start-ups
grow by creating an
ecosystem that is con-
ducive for growth, an offi-
cial release said. The capa-
bilities of our start-ups in
different areas, including
energy, financial inclu-
sion, fight against COVID-
19 pandemic when remote
healthcare and food deliv-
ery became very impor-
tant, helped us face a num-
ber of challenges, he said.

Goyal calls for creation of
int’l network of mentors,
investors, entrepreneurs
To strengthen
global start-up
ecosystem

Bengaluru, Jan 28: 

BMW India has
launched the all-new
BMW X1 sports activity
vehicle (SAV) in the coun-
try in both petrol and
diesel variants. Locally
produced at BMW Group
Plant Chennai, the car is
available for bookings at
BMW dealership network
and through Shop.bmw.in.
Deliveries for BMW X1
sDrive18d M Sport (diesel)
will commence from
March onwards and for
the BMW X1 sDrive18i
xLine (petrol) from June.
With its robust appear-
ance and functional versa-
tility, the all-new BMW X1
embodies both the free-
dom in day-to-day city
driving as well as the fun
of sheer driving pleasure.
The interior’s progressive
design and sophisticated
ambience and the much
broader selection of stan-

dard equipment compared
to the outgoing model,
serve to underline its
deeply embedded premi-
um character. Mr. Vikram
Pawah, President, BMW
Group India said, “The
BMW X1 remains a best-
seller in its segment
thanks to a supreme com-
bination of comfort and

luxury. It is a natural
match for individuals who
dare to chase their dreams
and challenge the norms,
those who break conven-
tion and exceed through
everything. The all-new
BMW X1 makes a state-
ment in its class with its
powerful build and dis-
tinct muscular design.

New Delhi, Jan 28:  

Billionaire Gautam
Adani's group on Saturday
ruled out any changes in
price or the dates of the Rs
20,000 crore follow-on share
sale at the conglomerate's
flagship firm despite its
stocks being hammered
below the offer price after a
scathing report by a US
short seller. "Adani
Enterprises Limited's fur-
ther public offer (FPO) is
going as per schedule and
the announced price band.
There is no change in ei-
ther the schedule of the
issue price," a group
spokesperson said. The
FPO got subscribed just
one per cent on the opening
day on Friday. Against an
offer of 4.55 crore shares of
Adani Enterprises Ltd,
only 4.7 lakh shares were
subscribed, according to
information available from
the BSE. Adani
Enterprises fell almost 20

per cent to below the offer
price of its secondary sale
as all the seven listed com-
panies of the conglomerate
took a beating in the after-
math of Hindenburg
Research alleging that the
group was "engaged in a

brazen stock manipulation
and accounting fraud
scheme over the course of
decades".

The Group has dis-
missed the report as mali-
cious and bogus aimed at
torpedoing the FPO. Adani
Enterprises is selling
shares in a price band of
Rs 3,112 to Rs 3,276. On
Friday, its share price
closed at Rs 2,762.15 on the
BSE. "All our stakeholders
including bankers and in-
vestors have full faith in
the FPO. We are extremely
confident about the success
of the FPO," the spokesper-
son added. The FPO closes
on January 31.

On Wednesday, Adani
Enterprises raised Rs 5,985
crore from anchor in-
vestors. The company allot-
ted 1.82 crore equity shares
to 33 funds at Rs 3,276 apiece,
taking the transaction size
to Rs 5,985 crore, according
to a circular uploaded on
the BSE website.

Adani rules out changes in
price, dates of FPO; confident
of share sales going through

Adani Group Chairman
Gautam Adani meets Egyptian
President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi

in New Delhi.

Third generation of the
BMW X1 launched in India

BMW Group India President Vikram Pawah poses with the newly
launched BMW X1 SUV, in Bengaluru, Saturday, Jan. 28.

New Delhi, Jan 28: 

State-owned FCI, which
plans to sell 25 lakh tonne
of wheat to bulk con-
sumers, on Friday said
that it will start a weekly e-
auctioning from February
1 at a reserve price of Rs
2,350 per quintal plus
freight cost. On
Wednesday, the govern-
ment announced plans to
sell 30 lakh tonne of wheat
in the open market from
its buffer stock under the
Open Sale Market Scheme
(OMSS) in order to check
rising wheat and wheat
flour prices. Out of 30 lakh
tonne, Food Corporation
of India (FCI) will sell 25
lakh tonne to bulk con-
sumers like flour millers
through e-auction, 2 lakh
tonne will be given to
states/Union territories
and 3 lakh tonne to institu-
tions and state-PSUs at

concessional rates for con-
verting wheat into wheat
flour and then sell at not
more than Rs 29.50 per kg.
Addressing a press confer-
ence, FCI Chairman and
Managing Director Ashok
K Meena said: "The ten-
ders would be up today,
and the e-auction will take
place on Wednesday". The
auction will be held week-
ly on every Wednesday.
The first auction will take
place on February 1 and
will continue till March 15,
when the new crop will ar-
rive, he said. Wheat will be
offered at a reserve price
of Rs 2,350 per quintal plus
freight charges. A single
buyer can quote for a max-
imum quantity of up to
3,000 tonne and a mini-
mum of 10 tonne, he
noted. "We hope small
traders and small flour
mill owners will take this
opportunity," Meena said.

FCI to start e-auction of
25 lakh tonne wheat to
bulk buyers from Feb 1

Mumbai, Jan 28: 

At John Snow India Ltd, we
are working on multiple proj-
ects in India to support the
health department in multiple
activities from maternal
health, child health,and nutri-
tion to vaccination. Among
our many projects,
Momentum Routine
Immunization Transformation
and Equity project supported
by USAID/India focuses on the
uptake of Covid-19 vaccina-
tion among the vulnerable and
marginalizedpopulation in 18
statesand identifies the obsta-
cles that these groups face to
receiving the Covid-19 vacci-
nation, Dr. Gopal Krishna Soni,
Project Director, Momentum
Routine Immunization &
Transformation Equity Project.
He said that John Snow India
Private Limited (JSIPL) is a
subsidiary of John Snow, Inc.
(JSI), a healthcare consulting
and research organization

dedicated to improving the
health of individuals and com-
munities in the U.S. and
around the world. JSI has
implemented projects in 106
countries and currently oper-
ates from eight US and 81
international offices, with
more than 500 US-based pro-
fessionals and 2,700 host
country staff. 
Dr Soni said that we have been
working to remove vaccine
hesitancy among these com-
munities for a year now. We
started the programme last
year in the month of August to
support the governments
across 18 states in India. For
this, we have been collaborat-
ing with several grass root
NGOs as our sub-awardees
who work in those places thus,
aware of local settings, peo-
ple,and their health conditions.
These NGOs are well known
and associated with the com-
munities and local government
authorities. 

Working to remove 
vaccine hesitancy among

communities: Dr Soni

New Delhi. Jan 28: 

Navigating through suc-
cessful missions and serv-
ing the nation for years,
military veterans often ex-
plore different career paths
and career pivots bringing
their unique experience to
the workplace. At Amazon,
hundreds of veterans are
driving innovation and
raising the bar on the cus-
tomer experience. Armed
with unique experiences,
they apply their knowl-
edge, skills, and leadership
abilities in a wide variety
of roles. With a strong
structure and dedicated
program for Military
Veterans, Amazon India

welcomes them and helps
them smoothly transition
to a career in the corporate
world. Hargun Anand had
been an army officer for 10

years, performing versatile
duties and assignments, be-
fore deciding to step into
the civilian world in April
2022. In her pursuit to gain-
diverse career experience,
Hargun started her corpo-
rate journey with Amazon
India as Manager - Buyer
Risk Investigations.

In the initial months,
she was skeptical about
navigating the corporate
world however, she lived
by the statement she
strongly believes in-
‘’When the going gets
tough, the tough get
going”. With eventual
progress, her contribution
inpartneringwith key
stakeholders, planning

and executing peak season
responsibilities at
Amazon, has helped her
manage results effectively.
In her own words, she
shares, “Everysmall
achievement adds tobig-
germilestones and accom-
plishing them motivates
me. Though my journey
has not been very long
here at Amazon, yet I want
to learn fast and serve cus-
tomers in the best way pos-
sible by facilitating great
experience for them.”
What Hargun values the
most at AmazonIndia is
that she gets to put cus-
tomer experience first, so
her resolve to serve people
remains unchanged.

New Delhi, Jan 28: 

Vedanta Aluminium, India’s
largest producer of aluminium,
moves into 2nd spot in the
S&P Dow Jones Sustainability
Index (DJSI) world rankings
for the aluminium industry for
assessment period FY 21-22.
The S&P Dow Jones
Sustainability Indices are a
family of best-in-class global
benchmarks that track the
performance of the world’s
leading companies in terms of
economic, environmental, and
social criteria. 
The company moved up two
spots from the previous 4th
rank globally, in the FY 20-21
assessment. This makes
Vedanta Aluminium the sec-
ond most sustainable alumini-
um producer in the world.

More than 10,000 companies
across various industries
undergo annual evaluations of
their sustainability practices,
only the most sustainable of
which are selected for inclu-
sion in the list. 
Vedanta Aluminium scored
highon most aspects of
Environment, Social and
Governance (ESG) criteria,
including Cybersecurity,
Environment Reporting,
Environmental Policy &
Management Systems, Social
Reporting, Labor Practice
Indicators, Human Capital
Development, Talent
Attraction & Retention,
Customer Relationship
Management, and Social
Impact on Communities.
Speaking about the achieve-
ment, Mr Rahul Sharma, CEO –

Aluminium Business, Vedanta
Limited, said, “Vedanta
Aluminium’s S&P DJSI rank-
ings for 2022 reflects our com-
mitment to structurally inte-
grate the principles of sustain-
ability throughout our value
chain, from sourcing to prod-
uct delivery, with climate
action central to our growth
journey. Our sustainable
development agenda includes
a laser focus on decarbonisa-
tion of our operations, increas-
ing quantum of renewables in
our energy mix, judicious use
of natural resources like
water, wellbeing of our
employees & partners, foster-
ing circular economy in waste
management, and partnership
with local communities to
make farming climate
resilient.”

Hargun Anand helping Amazon create
unparalleled experience for customers

Vedanta Aluminium ranks 2nd in S&P Dow Jones
Sustainability Index (DJSI) 2022 rankings

New Delhi, Jan 28: 

Investors' wealth eroded
by more than Rs 10.73 lakh
crore in just two trading ses-
sions as the market slumped
and benchmark BSE Sensex
slid 1,647.85 points. For the
second straight session on
Friday, the 30-share Sensex
tumbled 874.16 points or 1.45
per cent to settle at 59,330.90
points. During the day, the
key index plunged 1,230.36
points or 2.04 per cent to
58,974.70 points.

On Wednesday, the BSE
barometer plummeted
773.69 points or 1.27 per cent
to 60,205.06 points. The mar-
ket capitalisation of BSE-
listed firms eroded by Rs
10,73,957.29 crore to Rs
2,69,65,965.18 crore during
these two trading days.
Stock markets were closed

on Thursday on account of
Republic Day. Massive sell-
ing in the Adani group
stocks also added to the
overall bearish trend in the
equity market. Adani group
stocks fell for the second
straight session on Friday

and tanked up to 20 per cent,
losing over Rs 4.17 lakh
crore from the combined
market valuation of all its
listed firms, after the US-
based investment research
firm Hindenburg Research
made damaging allegations.

Stock market investors lose more than 
Rs 10.73 lakh crore in two trading sessions

Pedestrians walk past the Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE) building, in
Mumbai, Friday, Jan. 27, 2023. Equity benchmarks Sensex and Nifty
plunged over 1 per cent for a second straight session on Friday.

Mumbai, Jan 23: 

Kia India, one of the
fastest-growing carmakers
in the country, registered
big wins at ICOTY 2023.
The Kia Carens was
crowned as the Indian Car
of the Year (ICOTY) 2023
and the Kia EV6 won the
Green Car Award 2023 by
ICOTY. With this, Kia has
become the first brand
ever to win two ICOTY
awards in the same year.
The ICOTY awards, held
under the aegis of the
Automotive Journalists
Association of India
(AJAI), are the most covet-
ed automotive awards in
the country and are often
referred to as the Oscars of

the Indian automotive in-
dustry. The award is an ex-
pert and independent
judgment of the best new
car.

The highly experienced
jury members are respon-
sible for selecting a single
decisive winner. The crite-
ria like price, fuel efficien-
cy, styling, comfort, safety,
performance, practicality,
technical innovation,
value for money, and suit-
ability for Indian driving
conditions are particularly
important factors that are
considered while deciding
on the winner. Tae-Jin
Park, Managing Director
& CEO, Kia India said, “It’s
a proud moment for all of
us at the Kia family.

Kia becomes the first brand
to ever win two ICOTY

awards in the same year
Bengaluru, Jan 28: 

Azim Premji University,
Bengaluru, is inviting ap-
plications from fresh and
experienced graduates for
two-year full-time
Postgraduate Programmes
(M.A. Education, M.A.
Development and M.A.
Economics) and a one-year
Programme (LL.M. in Law
and Development) that aim
to develop competent and
committed professionals
keen to contribute to the
Indian education and so-
cial sector.

Azim Premji University,
Bhopal, is set to be opera-
tional from the academic
year July 2023, subject to
relevant approvals, and

will offer similar postgrad-
uate programs.
Construction of phase 1 of
the campus has been com-
pleted. Learning at Azim
Premji University: The
Postgraduate programme
curriculum consists of
core courses that provide
the foundation, over 100 in-
terdisciplinary / theme-
based electives and allows
the flexibility to design
your course through the
‘Independent study’ option.
Integrated field practice at
the University is a unique
learning experience with
weekly practicums, longer
exposure visits, field re-
search, internship oppor-
tunities and independent
field projects.

Azim Premji University
announces admissions to

Masters’ Programmes 2023



ACROSS
1. Alternative word
5. Had debts
9. Chasm
14. Lacking fat
15. Tractor-trailer
16. Socrates' student
17. Arrange grounds artistically
19. Arctic
20. NY time zone
21. Small pie
22. Least daffy

23. Tidier
25. Produce
27. Go up
29. Removes
33. The Devil
36. Hawaiian garlands
38. Exist
39. Approves
40. In the past
41. Batman's sidekick
43. Edge
44. Speck

45. Soothed
46. Foes
49. Religious group
51. Ran in neutral
53. Go over again
57. ____ in distress
60. Levin and Gershwin
62. Top card
63. Luau greeting
64. Comforted
66. Upstanding
67. Folklore monster
68. Ditty
69. Leaks slowly
70. Active person
71. Opening bet

DOWN
1. Actress ____ Barkin
2. Rental agreement
3. Christmas visitor
4. Complete
5. Movie awards
6. Dress in
7. Containing nothing
8. "____ Hard" (Willis film)
9. Horrify
10. Fair-haired
11. Connecticut university
12. Amtrak terminals (abbr.)
13. Classify
18. Beer mugs
22. Uses the eyes
24. Serving aid
26. Simpletons
28. Go by, as time
30. File labels

31. A great lake
32. Export
33. Achy
34. Similar
35. Not wild
37. Conceit
41. School playtime
42. Pledge
44. Broker's advice
47. Accident
48. Guiding principles
50. Pencil end
52. San ____ Padres
54. Slugger Hank ____
55. Fragrance
56. Bushy fence
57. Water barriers
58. Sunburn soother
59. Greater
61. Steak order
64. Singer ____ Stewart
65. Neighbor of Mex.
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Bollywood actress
Janhvi Kapoor has

applauded her friend and
actress Tanisha Santoshi,
who is the daughter of
renowned filmmaker
Rajkumar Santoshi, for
her acting skills in the
movie 'Gandhi Godse - Ek
Yudh' which is based on
the imagination that
Godse failed to assassi-
nate Mahatma, and the
latter chooses to have a
conversation with him.
Janhvi mentioned: "So
proud of you @tan-
isharsantoshi you have
given your heart and soul
to this film and I can't
believe it's your first
because you light up the
screen with your twin-
kling eyes. I am so happy
and I can't wait for every-
one to see you shine.
What an interesting piece
of cinema and art, an
education in two ideolo-
gies that have shaped our
nation." Janhvi, who is
known for her films such
as 'Dhadak', 'Ghost
Stories', 'Gunjan Saxena:
The Kargil Girl', 'Roohi',
Mili', among others, also
shared a video praising
the actress, and said that
it is unbelievable to look
at her friend's exemplary
acting skills.

Janhvi 
Kapoor in 

awe of friend
Tanisha

Santoshi's 
acting in
‘Gandhi 

Godse - Ek Yudh’

Taking the direct-to-
digital route, the
Yami Gautam Dhar-

starrer film 'Lost' is all set
to drop on OTT on
February 16. The film,
which also stars Pankaj
Kapur, Rahul Khanna,
Neil Bhoopalam, Pia
Bajpiee and Tushar
Pandey in key roles, has
been helmed by

Aniruddha Roy
Choudhury of 'Pink' fame.

Written by Shyamal
Sengupta with dialogues
by Ritesh Shah, 'Lost' is
based in Kolkata and is in-
spired by true events. The
film is an investigative
thriller that tells the story
of a bright young crime re-
porter in a relentless
search for the truth behind
the sudden disappearance
of a young theatre activist.
It further represents a
higher quest, and search
for lost values of empathy
and integrity. The film had
its screening at the 53rd
International Film
Festival of India in Goa, in
November last year.
Produced by Zee Studios
and Namah Pictures, 'Lost'
will premiere on ZEE5
from February 16.

Amruta Khanvilkar, who
has been part of several

Marathi and Bollywood films,
is all set to play the Indian
long-distance runner, Lalita
Shivaji Babar in the Marathi
sports biopic based on her
life and achievements. The
makers have released the
poster of the film on the
occasion of Republic Day.
Amruta shared: "I have never
been so excited to play a role
like I am for this biopic.
Lalita's life is an inspiration
for all sportspeople and
women, who showcase
indomitable strength and
move ahead in life fearless-
ly." Lalita hails from a small
village in the district of
Satara in Maharashtra. The

film is all about her trials and
tribulations of being an
Indian woman in the world of
sports which is still seen to
be dominated by men. She
started her career at a very
early age and won her first
Gold medal in the U-20
National Championships at
Pune in 2005. She also made
a remarkable place in the
Asian Games and Olympics.
The actress, who was seen in
'Phoonk', 'Satyameva
Jayate', 'Nach Baliye 7',
'Khatron Ke Khiladi 10' and
others, further spoke about
the challenges faced by her
as a part of her preparations
for the role and the kind of
physical training she under-
went to portray it.

Amruta Khanvilkar to
play long-distance runner

Lalita Babar in biopic

Yami Gautam Dhar-starrer
‘Lost’ to drop on OTT on Feb 16

Sony Entertainment
Television’s much-
loved singing reality

show, ‘Indian Idol –
Season 13’ will be
‘Celebrating Dharma’ in
the presence of ace direc-
tor Karan Johar on
Sunday at 8:00 pm. While
KJo will enjoy all the per-
formances put forward
by the Top 8 contestants,
he will also share lesser-
known trivia from some
his most cult films and
songs. One such interest-
ing incident that Karan
Johar talks about was the
time he was supposed to
make Shahrukh Khan
look ‘cool’ in the movie
Kuch Kuch Hota hai and
as an element, he gave
him a chain to wear
which eventually went on
to become a fashion icon
among the masses. And

what’s more is that he
will be seen gifting the
iconic chain to Shivam
on the show!  

Shivam Singh from
Vadodara will be seen
giving a stunning per-
formance on the songs
‘Yeh Ladka Hai Deewana’
from the 1998 film ‘Kuch

Kuch Hota Hai’ and ‘You
are My Soniya’ from the
2001 film ‘Kabhi Khushi
Kabhie Gham.’ After
watching his act, Karan
reveals what Bollywood’s
‘dhak-dhak’ girl Madhuri
Dixit (who was also a
guest on the show previ-
ously) had to say about

everyone’s favourite
‘Papa Shivam.’

Karan Johar said,
“Shivam, do you know
that Madhuri and I are
very close friends. She
knew that I was coming
on Indian Idol 13. She
called me and said some-
thing on the lines of,
“mein bahaut lambi
zindagi jeena chahati hu,
maine kasam de hi di hai
lekin yeh aap baat zaroor
kayam rakhe ke Shivam
ka, ‘cool factor’ jo hai na
wo cool hi rahe.” Today,
I’m seeing that your
‘daddy vibe’ and ‘uncle
vibe’ has turned into a
‘cool rockstar’ attire! It’s
a very cool combination.”

Be sure to tune into
Indian Idol season 13, this
Sunday at 8:00 pm only on
Sony Entertainment
Television.

Karan Johar gifts Shivam the iconic ‘cool chain’ 

Pop icon Britney
Spears has deleted
her Instagram ac-

count after growing con-
cern from her fans over
her latest posts.

The 41-year-old 'Toxic'
singer had been reminisc-
ing about her past rela-
tionship with Justin
Timberlake before admit-
ting "she's learning" and
sharing a video as she got
a "regretful" tattoo, re-
ports Mirror.co.uk.

She had also changed
her name on Instagram to
River Red, prompting fans
to take to Twitter to share
their concern. "River red
?? Britney honey what's
going on," one fan asked.
Another commented: "So
cryptic."

As per Mirror.co.uk, be-
fore deleting her account,
Britney took to the plat-

form on Wednesday
(Pacific Standard Time) to
share a cryptic post about
being different to other
people.

She wrote: "Rational
people... I had one of these

and it disappeared! I could
sit back and be like MOST
and not give anyone any-
thing to think about on
Instagram. But interest is
what serves most and
being good!"

She added, quoted by
Mirror.co.uk: "Being good
can and will wrap things
up in a seashell!!! Living
the lavida loco life!"

Britney also wrote: "It
gets better because that's
what I aim for!!! Keep
coughing playas and just
remember to watch your
back!!! Or you might just
get caught!!! Yep sucks to
be me."

Finishing her final post,
Britney wrote: "Keep talk-
ing s**t or maybe it will
just rain from the sky!!!
Giving someone I love my
everything only gives me
the dagger in the heart!

Britney Spears deletes Instagram
account again, leaving fans concerned Marriage is the union of two souls

who commit to love, support, and
cherish each other for the rest of

their lives. What follows when this com-
mitment is broken on the very first day of
the marriage? COLORS’ new fiction
drama ‘Agnisakshi... Ek Samjhauta’
traces the life of a couple whose marriage
has an expiry date. It’s the journey of
Jeevika (played by Shivika Pathak)
whose dream of building a whole new life
with her husband Satvik (played by
Aashay Mishra) is shattered on the first
night of their marriage. Will their love
story end before it gets a fair chance?
Produced by Pichchar Studio, the show
premiered on 23rd January and will air
every Monday to Friday at 9 PM only on
COLORS.

'Agnisakshi… Ek Samjhauta’ is a story
that chronicles the lives of Jeevika Rane
and Satvik Bhosle, two distinctly opposite
individuals, who are struck by fate and
coaxed into a matrimonial union by their
families. Unlike Jeevika, who is happy
about the union, Satvik is against it and
in a shocking turn of events he hands
over the divorce papers to his spouse on
the first night of their marriage. Jeevika

is a dreamer, who wants a fairy-tale love
story and to build a family with the per-
son she loves. Satvik, on the other hand,
has already given up on the idea of love
and happiness, his only dream in life is to
fulfil his father’s wishes. It will be inter-
esting to watch the story of these two op-
posites as they get married and are to be
divorced on the same day.

COLORS’ presents ‘Agnisakshi... Ek Samjhauta’

This week in &TV
shows Doosri Maa,
Happu Ki Ultan

Paltan and Bhabiji Ghar
Par Hai, characters will
learn about some facts.
About &TV’s Doosri Maa
track, Yashoda shares,
“Krishna (Aayudh
Bhanushali) shocks
everyone by revealing
that the song was written
by her late mother Maya
(Nidhi Uttam). Astha and
Nupur deny Krishna’s
claim and mention that it
is their father Ashok who
taught them the song.
Yashoda (Neha Joshi) be-
gins connecting the dots
and realises that Krishna
is Ashok's (Mohit Dagga)
son. On the other hand,
Ashok feels guilty and
goes missing.”

About &TV’s Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan track,
Rajesh shares, “Bimlesh
(Sapna Sikarwar)
arranges a trip to Goa for

Rajesh's (Kamna Pathak)
birthday. On the other
hand, Katori Amma
(Himani Shivpuri) insists
on going to Adbir's house.
Meanwhile, Khodi
(Sharad Vyas) informs
Katori Amma that their a
treasure is hidden in
their house. Amma en-
thusiastically requests
everyone to begin digging

the house and find the
treasure. Daroga Happu
Singh (Yogesh Tripathi)
take a leave from duty by
lying about illness to com-
missioner (Kishore
Bhanushali). When
Commissioner comes
home to inquire about
Happu's health, HCR lies
to him saying that he is
on a trip to Goa with

Rajesh. Later, news ar-
rives that the bus bound
for Goa has fallen into the
chasm, leading to more
confusions.”

Watch Doosri Maa at
8:00 pm, Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan at 10:00 pm, and
Bhabijii Ghar Par Hai at
10:30 pm, airing every
Monday to Friday only on
&TV! 

&TV shows characters will
learn about some facts
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Melbourne, Jan 28 (AP):

The serves were big. So
big. Other shots, too. The
points were over quickly.
So quickly: Seven of the
first 13 were aces. And so it
was immediately apparent
in the Australian Open
women's final between
Aryna Sabalenka and
Elena Rybakina that the
one who could manage to
keep her serve in line, get
a read on returns and re-
main steady at the tightest
moments would emerge
victorious.

That turned out to be
Sabalenka, a 24-year-old
from Belarus, who won
her first Grand Slam title
by coming back to beat
Wimbledon champion
Rybakina 4-6, 6-3, 6-4 at
Melbourne Park on
Saturday night, using 17
aces among her 51 total
winners to overcome
seven double-faults.

It was telling that
Sabalenka's remarks dur-
ing the post-match cere-
mony were directed at her
coach, Anton Dubrov, and
her fitness trainer, Jason
Stacy she referred to them
as "the craziest team on
tour, I would say."

"We've been through a
lot of, I would say, downs
last year," said Sabalenka,
who was appearing in her
first major final. "We
worked so hard and you

guys deserve this trophy.
It's more about you than
it's about me."

Now 11-0 in 2023 with
two titles already, she is a
powerful player whose
most glowing strength was
also her most glaring
shortfall: her serve. Long
capable of hammering

aces, she also had a well-
known problem with dou-
ble-faulting, leading the
tour in that category last
year with nearly 400, in-
cluding more than 20
apiece in some matches.

After much prodding
from her group, she finally
agreed to undergo an over-

haul of her serving me-
chanics last August. That,
along with a commitment
to trying to stay calm in
the most high-pressure
moments, is really paying
off now.

The only set she has
dropped all season was the
opener on Saturday
against Rybakina, who
eliminated No. 1 Iga
Swiatek in the fourth
round.

But Sabalenka turned
things around with an ag-
gressive style and, impor-
tantly, by breaking
Rybakina three times, the
last coming for a 4-3 lead in
the third set that was
never relinquished.

Still, Sabalenka needed
to work for the champi-
onship while serving in
what would be the last
game, double-faulting on
her initial match point
and requiring three more
to close things out.

When Rybakina sent a
forehand long to cap the
final after nearly 2 1/2
hours, Sabalenka dropped
to her back on the court
and stayed down for a bit,
covering her face as her
eyes welled with tears.

Sabalenka was 0-3 in
Grand Slam semifinals
until eliminating Magda
Linette in Melbourne.
Now Sabalenka has done
one better and will rise to
No. 2 in the rankings.

Sabalenka beats Rybakina for
Australian Open women’s title

Lucknow, Jan 28 (PTI):

India will have to raise
their game a few notches
as the Hardik Pandya-led
side faces a must-win
situation to level the
three-match T20I series
against New Zealand,
here on Sunday.

India were caught in a
spin web on the Ranchi
pitch and lost the opener
by 21 runs on Friday.

The loss also highlight-
ed India's bowling profli-
gacy, especially by the
pace duo of Arshdeep
Singh and Umran Malik.

If tearaway pacer
Malik conceded 16 runs
in one over, Arshdeep
leaked 27 runs in the last
over, which put pressure
on the India batters while
chasing.

That expensive over
from the young left-arm
quick was the turning
point as he was smashed
for three sixes and a
boundary.

India's batters were off
to an inauspicious start
with the top-three manag-
ing just 15 runs. The hosts
ended up scoring 155/9,
which would have been a
par score to defend on the
wicket, as indicated by
Washington Sundar after

the match. "150 would've
been par and we would've
been very happy with it,"
the India all-rounder
said.

Skipper Pandya, how-
ever, is unlikely to bring
in uncapped pace bowler
Mukesh Kumar for the
second T20I and will
probably back Arshdeep
to bounce back.

Kishan, Hooda under
scrutiny

While Shubman Gill,
who has been in red-hot
form in the ODIs, has
played just four T20Is and
is still learning the nu-
ances of the shortest for-
mat, the big concern will
be the two key batters --
Ishan Kishan and Deepak
Hooda. Occupying the
opening spot, Kishan is
nowhere near the omi-
nous form he showed
while slamming a record-
breaking ODI double-cen-
tury against Bangladesh
last December.

Since then, Ishan's
scores in the last seven in-
nings in both ODIs and
T20Is read 37, 2, 1, 5, 8 n.o.,
17 and 4.

If one just considers the
T20Is, it's been a while
since he last scored a fifty -
- against South Africa on
June 14, 2022.

Hooda, too, hasn't en-
joyed much success as a
lower middle-order batter
and averages just 17.88 in
the last 13 innings, with
the highest being the un-
beaten 41 against Sri
Lanka at the Wankhede.

His innings of 10 runs
from 10 balls at No. 7 on
Friday lacked impact and
the rotation of strike also

came under scrutiny, espe-
cially when the New
Zealand spinners were
bowling.

While India are unlike-
ly to try out newcomer
Jitesh Sharma in the role
of wicketkeeper-batter in
the middle-order on
Sunday, time is certainly
running out for Hooda
and Kishan.

Despite the loss on
Friday, there was a huge
positive for India in
Washington Sundar, who
not only bowled a tidy
four overs of spin to take
two wickets, but also
emerged India's topscorer
with a 28-ball 50 batting at
No. 6. With No.1-ranked
T20I batter Suryakumar
Yadav in terrific form,
India would need some-
one at the top of the order
to raise their game and do
some big hitting, given
that the Ekana Stadium
here has big boundaries.

The Kiwis, on the other
hand, would look for an-
other victory to secure a
memorable series win in
India. They will once
again rely heavily on their
in-form duo of Devon
Conway and Daryl
Mitchell.

Melbourne, Jan 28 (AP):

Dutch legend Diede de
Groot extended her win-
ning streak to nine consec-
utive Grand Slam titles
when she overcame a slow
start to beat Yui Kamiji of
Japan 0-6 6-2 6-2 in the
women's wheelchair sin-
gles final at the Australian
Open on Saturday.

It was de Groot's fifth
Australian Open title and
17th Grand Slam singles
trophy overall. Kamiji was
the last player to beat de
Groot more than two years
ago. In the quad singles

final, No. 2-seeded Sam
Schroder beat fellow
Dutchman and top-seeded
Niels Vink 6-2, 7-5. It was
Schroder's fourth Grand
Slam title.

Vink and Schroder have
dominated the quad divi-
sion since the retirement
of Australian Dylan Alcott
after the Australian Open
last year, and the Dutch
duo were playing for a
fourth consecutive Grand
Slam quad title.

No. 1 Alfie Hewett of
Britain faced No. 3 Tokito
Oda of Japan in the later
men's singles final.

De Groot wins 9th straight
Grand Slam wheelchair title

Diede de Groot, left, of the Netherlands holds her trophy after
defeating Yui Kamiji of Japan in the women's wheelchair final at
the Australian Open tennis championship in Melbourne, Australia,
Saturday, Jan. 28.

Bhubaneswar, Jan 28 (PTI):

Olympic champions
Belgium will look to over-
come a resilient Germany
and become only the
fourth nation to defend the
FIH Men's Hockey World
Cup title when the two
sides clash in the final
here on Sunday.

Pakistan, Australia and
Germany have won back-
to-back titles in the past
and Belgium, who made it
to the world's elite just
around a decade ago,
would seek to achieve that
feat and defend their title,
which they won in 2018, at
the same Kalinga
Stadium.

With 11 players aged
above 30 and three above
35, Belgium's 'golden gen-
eration' of hockey players,
who have won the 2018
World Cup and Tokyo
Olympics golds, have
shown that they are
supremely fit and experi-
ence matters more than
age. Belgium have come
with the bulk of team

which had won the last
edition of the event and
Tokyo Games.

It is difficult to find out
any major weakness in
this Belgium team which
has some of the world's
finest attacking and defen-
sive players as well as
penalty corner specialists.

They also have one of
the best goalkeepers in the
world in the form of
Vincent Vanasch.

Belgium have scored 18
goals with star striker
Tom Boon contributing

seven, and conceded just
five in as many matches.

But the world no.2 side
would be wary of the
"German culture of re-
silience" which has been
in full display in this
World Cup as the Die
Honamas twice came back
from 0-2 down to reach the
final. Germany, on the
other hand, will be looking
to clinch their first title
after 2006 and join the club
of other three countries to
have won the World Cup
thrice or more.

Apart from the advan-
tage of having recorded
two come-from-behind
wins, the Germans have
been able to succeed in dif-
ferent playing situations.

Germany adopted man-
to-man marking game
against England, while
they played a zonal system
against Australia in the
semifinals.

They did not allow the
normally fluid
Australians to play their
attacking style of play,
with more ball possession.

The form of penalty cor-
ner expert Gonzalo Peillat,
who won the 2016
Olympics gold with
Argentina but now repre-
sents Germany, will be key
for the Die Honamas as his
hat-trick was instrumen-
tal in the 4-3 win over
Australia.

"We need to continue to
trust ourselves in our abil-
ity and in our mental
toughness. Our ball pos-
session game against
Australia was unbeliev-
able and we would want to
continue that. We want to
win the World Cup,"
German captain Mats
Grambusch said.

The two sides were to-
gether in the same group
and there was nothing to
separate between them in
their 2-2 draw Pool B
match.

Tom Grambusch, the
younger brother of cap-
tain Mats, and Niklas
Wellen scored in that
match, and the duo will be
Germany's key players
once again on Sunday.

Belgium wary of German resilience in hockey WC final
Bloemfontein, Jan 28:

England opener Jason Roy
smashed his way back into
form with 113 from 91 balls
but the tourists lost from a
commanding position as
South Africa claimed victory
by 27 runs in the first One-
Day International at
Manguang Oval in
Bloemfontein, on Friday.
The hosts won the toss and
elected to bat, posting 298
for 7, their total boosted by
111 from Rassie van der
Dussen, before restricting
England to 271 all out in their
reply.
The visitors raced to 146
without loss in the 20th over
as they bludgeoned the home
bowling attack to all parts of
the ground, but when Dawid
Malan (59) was the first
wicket to fall, there was a
stutter in England's chase.
They were largely undone by
poor shot selection at the
back end of the innings when
calm heads would have seen
them comfortably home, los-

ing 10 wickets for the addi-
tion of 125 runs following the
massive opening stand.
"Disappointed, we played
some excellent cricket for
the majority of the game,"
England captain Jos Buttler
said. "To have that conviction
and commitment to keep tak-
ing it on has served us well
for a long time. We are dis-

appointed we did not go on
and win."
Roy, who has battled with the
bat in recent months,
reached his 11th ODI century
off 79 balls to keep the
scoreboard moving as wick-
ets fell at the other end,
while Buttler chipped in with
36 but could not see his side
to victory.

Roy’s ton in vain as England
lose to SA in first ODI

South Africa's Tabraiz Shamsi (L) celebrates with South Africa's
Temba Bavuma (2nd L) and South Africa's Anrich Nortje (R) after
the dismissal of England's Olly Stone (not seen) during the first
one day international cricket match between South Africa and
England at Mangaung Oval in Bloemfontein.

Focus on Kishan, Hooda in must-win 2nd T20 vs NZ
Match starts: 7pm.

Ranchi, Jan 28 (PTI):

India all-rounder Washington
Sundar termed their loss to
New Zealand in the opening
T20I here as a "one-off" defeat
and backed the hosts to
bounce back in the three-
match series.
Chasing an competitive 177,
India's top-three, including in-
form Shubman Gill (7) were
dismissed for just 15 runs
inside 19 balls, making the task
difficult for the remaining bat-
ters with the home team set-
tling for 155 for 9, handing
New Zealand a 21-run win,
their first victory of the tour on
Friday night. New Zealand were
swept 0-3 in the preceding ODI

series by India before the new-
look home side under Hardik
Pandya took over for the T20
leg. "I think it was just a one-
off game," said Washington,
who scored a quickfire 28-ball
50, besides returning with tidy
figures of 2/22. "I don't think
that just because it was spin-
ning so much, we have to
address anything. Just that
one-off game. Had we got off
to a flier or a better start,
things would've been much
different. Obviously, it did
spin, and you will see such
wickets here and there.
"...people over here and play-
ers in our team have played on
such wickets in the IPL and
even in the Indian team. 

It was just one-off game:
Washington on loss to NZ

in T20I opener

Potchefstroom, Jan 28 (PTI):
Batting sensation Shafali
Verma will chase history when
she leads India against
England in the first-ever ICC
U-19 Women's T20 World Cup
final here on Sunday.
For all their success at the
international stage, the Indian
women's cricket team has
never won a World Cup at any
level and the young batter,
who has been part of two
World Cup and one
Commonwealth Games final
with the senior team, will look
to bring the elusive title home.
The seniors have made the
World Cup final on three occa-
sions across formats only to
have returned with bitter
memories -- losing to Australia
by 98 runs in 2005 and losing
to England by 9 runs in 2017 in
the ODIs, and in T20Is they
went down in the 2020 final to
the Aussies by 85 runs.
The youngster from Rohtak
has been part of two World
Cups across formats and she
also witnessed another final
defeat when India had settled
for a silver medal in last year's
Birmingham Commonwealth
Games.
Shafali, however, does not
want to let go of the opportu-
nity this time.
"Haan bahut finals khela hai
(Yes, I've played a lot of finals
and seen it all)," Shafali, who
turned 19 on Saturday, said on
the eve of the final.
"It's about going out there and
enjoying the game. I've told

the teammates 'don't stress,
just give your 100 percent
without thinking of it as the
final. Just believe in yourself."
"It's all past and that cannot
be recreated. We are deter-
mined to bring the World Cup
this time and are trying to
improve day by day," she
added.
India suffered one defeat in
the Super Six league stage
where they lost to their
'nemesis' Australia after being
bowled out for 87.
"We had nervous moments
and couldn't sleep, thinking
about whether we could make
the final or not... But we have
learnt from the mistakes and
here we are.
"Now we're all very confident,
clear of our roles. Everyone is
enjoying each other's compa-

ny and stay normal, we are
not thinking much."
Shafali has told her team-
mates not to think of her as
the "senior".
"I may be senior to many of
them but I've told them 'on
the ground we all are equal'
it's about keeping everyone
comfortable," she said.
In the semifinal, India regis-
tered a dominating eight-wick-
et win after their bowlers
restricted a powerful New
Zealand side to an under-par
107/9. Leg-spinner Parshavi
Chopra led the bowling show
by claiming 3/20, while Shafali
went for just seven runs in her
four overs, taking one wicket.
In reply, a ruthless half-centu-
ry from the opening batter and
the tournament's leading scor-
er, Shweta Sehrawat, saw

India home.
Shweta finished unbeaten on
61 as India cantered home in
14.2 overs.
India will be up against a
strong England side that
topped its Super Six group by
winning all the four matches.
They suffered a batting deba-
cle in the semifinal against
Australia when they folded for
99 in 19.5 overs. But they rode
on a superlative bowling
attack to restrict Australia to
96 in 18.4.
Leg-spinner Hannah Baker
starred with a superb 3/10
from four overs, while captain
Grace Scrivens delivered a
dramatic conclusion, taking
the final wicket to finish with
extraordinary figures of 2/8
from 3.4 overs from her off-
spin to go alongside her run-a-
ball 20 with the bat.
"It was unbelievable to be a
part of it. It's about resetting
and going to the next game.
We want to play with the posi-
tive mindset, and play fearless
cricket. I'm sure yesterday's
collapse will not affect us,"
Grace said.
With India too boasting a good
spin attack, it will be a battle
of both the team's spinners,
she reckoned. "Our spin attack
is very good, India too have
some good spinners. We have
to come up well. If we bowl
our best, keep it simple, we
don't have to look too further,
we can be really in a good
space," she added.

‘Birthday girl’ Shafali in pursuit
of World Cup title for India

Match starts: 5.15pm IST.

Shafali Verma and Grace Scrivens with the Under-19
Women's T20 World Cup trophy.
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SCO Film Festival 2023 opens in Mumbai 
Mumbai / New Delhi, Jan 28:

The five day SCO Film
Festival opened in Mumbai
Friday evening in a glittering
ceremony with the Union
Minister Anurag Thakur and
Minister of State Ms.
Meenakshi Lekhi lighting the
lamp along with other digni-
taries.  The Guest of Honour at
the opening ceremony Ms.
Hema Malini and other eminent
film personalities like Akshay
Kumar, Tiger Shroff, Sajid
Nadiadwala, Esha Gupta,
Poonam Dhillon, Eli Avram,
Hrishita Bhatt and Jacky
Bhagnani were felicitated on
the occasion.

"Indian movies are a rage
across SCO countries and have
played a great role in people-to-
people connections " said the
Minister of Information &
Broadcasting, Shri Anurag

Singh Thakur adding that show-
casing the diversity of films and
styles of film making from SCO
region is a major goal of the
film festival. Shri Thakur firther
said this festival provides an in-
credible opportunity to forge
cinematic partnership between

the countries of this region.
The SCO Film Festival

screens a total of 57 films and
14 Films have been nominated
in the Competition Section of
the Film Festival. These include
PanNalin's Oscar short listed
Gujarati Film 'ChhelloShow'

and Nikhil Mahajan's award
winning Marathi Film
'Godavari'.  The SCO Film
Festival is being held during
India's Presidency of the
International Cooperation
Organization. It also coincides
with the celebration of the
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav.

'Bharat Hai Hum' animation
series promo released

On this occasion, the Promo
of the animation series
"Bharat Hai Hum" was re-
leased. The 52 part series
being produced by the Central
Bureau of Communication in
collaboration with Graphiti
Multi Media on behalf of the
Ministry of Information &
Broadcasting, tells the story of
known and unknown freedom
fighters to our most precious
audience - the Children.  The
series under the Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav banner is

being anchored by the affable
cartoon characters Krish, Trish
and Baltiboy created by Munjal
Shroff and Tilak Shetty.
Veteran playback singer
Sudesh Bhosale has given the
voice over.

Patna, Jan 28 (PTI): 

The Dutch-era Record
Room Building of the
Patna Collectorate with a
colonnaded frontage that
featured in Oscar-winning
film "Gandhi" has been de-
molished, but a few pillars
of the historic landmark
have been salvaged for the
posterity. The over 300-year-
old majestic building,
which ran on a north-south
axis on the banks of the
Ganga river in Patna, had
high ceilings, massive
doors and unique skylights
on its roof. It was also the
oldest structure on the 12-
acre campus of the old col-
lectorate.

The fate of the historic
collectorate complex was
sealed on May 13 last year
when the Supreme Court
rejected a plea by Delhi-

based heritage body IN-
TACH for its preservation,
paving the way for its demo-
lition by the Bihar govern-
ment. Bulldozers rolled on
its sprawling campus the
very next day as disman-
tling began and the 1938-
built District Board Patna
Building was the first to

face the blows, triggering
grief among heritage lovers
and Gandhians. By May 17,
the British-era structure as
well as the Dutch-era
Record Room Building were
reduced to mountains of
rubble. A small portion
from the front side had
been spared then as the

Record Room office was
still occupying it. The old
documents and office of the
Record Room was shifted to
another building near the
Gandhi Maidan in the last
few months, and the re-
maining portion of the
Dutch-era building was
razed by December end, ac-
cording to a senior official.
"However, we have pre-
served the pillars from its
frontage. It was quite an en-
gineering challenge to pull
out the pillars while carry-
ing out the demolition
work for the redevelop-
ment project. Once the new
collectorate complex
comes up, these pillars will
also be prominently dis-
played on the campus so
that people can see both the
modern structures and a
piece of the past," a top offi-
cial told PTI.

Awantipora (J-K), Jan 28 (PTI): 

The Congress must be
the "fulcrum" of any
Opposition alliance to take
on the BJP in the 2024 gen-
eral elections as no coali-
tion can be "meaningful"
or "relevant" without it,
senior leader Jairam
Ramesh said on Saturday.

The Congress general
secretary also said that in
his view, the Congress
should be preparing to
fight on its own in every
state in the 2029 general
elections. In an interview
with PTI, Ramesh said he
would certainly put his
weight behind doing an-
other yatra from Gujarat's
Porbandar to Arunachal
Pradesh's Parshuram

Kund this year
but the party
has to take a
call on it even-
tually.

"I certainly
have been giv-
ing a thought to
it. Now,
whether the
party will or
not (undertake
such a yatra), I
cannot say. But
ideally, when
the Bharat
Jodo Yatra was thought of
in Udaipur, there was also
a thought of moving from
west to east," said Ramesh,
who along with Digvijaya
Singh, is considered to be
the brain behind the
Kanyakumari to Kashmir

'Bharat Jodo
Yatra', which
will culminate
on January 30
in Srinagar.

Asked if the
C o n g r e s s
would be the
fulcrum of an
O p p o s i t i o n
coalition, espe-
cially after the
massive cross-
country march
it has under-
taken, Ramesh

said, "I certainly believe
so. It stands to reason as
we are the only national
political party even today
(besides the BJP)."

"We may not be in power
in state after state but if
you look at the presence in

every village, mohalla,
block, town or city, you
would find Congress work-
ers, Congress families," he
said. The BJP may be in
power but in terms of
sheer presence, the
Congress is the only na-
tional political force,
Ramesh claimed.

"Just measuring our in-
fluence by the number of
states we govern or the
percentage of votes that
we get is a very narrow
perspective. The ideology
of the Congress is of the
Centre. It is a Centre-Left
party. Every party veers
around to the Congress
point of view, to the mid-
dle path, the path of con-
sensus and conciliation,"
he said.

‘India holds key to world
peace and prosperity’

Ahmedabad, Jan 28 (PTI): 

India holds the key to se-
curing peace and prosperi-
ty for the entire world,
Ambassador of Japan to
India Hiroshi Suzuki said
here on Saturday. He also
said the "close synergy"
between the two countries
is more important than
ever" in view of India
holding the presidency of
G20 and Japan being the
chair of G7 for this year.

"India holds the key to
securing peace and pros-
perity for the entire world.
India this year holds the
presidency of G20. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
will preside over the G20
summit in September.
(Japanese) Prime Minister
Fumio Kishida is the chair
of G7. So, the close syner-
gy between India and

Japan is more
important than
ever," Suzuki
said. Speaking
after inaugurat-
ing the 11th
Japan Festival
at Ahmedabad
Management
A s s o c i a t i o n
(AMA), Suzuki
stressed the
need for a peo-
ple-to-people
exchange to
strengthen ties between
the two countries. India as-
sumed the presidency of
the G20 - a premier forum
for international economic
cooperation - on December
1, 2022. The G20 summit
will be organised in New
Delhi in September this
year. Japan will host the
annual G7 summit in May
in Hiroshima. The

Japanese diplo-
mat said the
culture is the
pillar that sup-
ports the "spe-
cial partner-
ship" between
India and
Japan which is
global and
strategic and
encompasses
wide-ranging
areas of securi-
ty, political and

economic cooperation".
"All these will have to be
supported by the people.
That's why people-to-peo-
ple exchange -- youth ex-
change -- is important. So I
tell young students: you
will be the bridge of the fu-
ture, you will be the torch-
bearer of advancing spe-
cial India-Japan partner-
ship into the future," he

said. Suzuki also recalled
his visit to Ahmedabad in
2017 with then Japanese
prime minister Shinzo
Abe. "Abe (now deceased)
and Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
had a deep respect for each
other, and they joined
hands in creating this very
special partnership,"
Suzuki added.

He also remembered the
visit of Abe's wife Akie
Abe to AMA in 2017 when
she interacted with people
at the Japan Centre of
AMA and also gifted
books. "(Former) PM Abe
was also deeply involved
in selecting the best books
that he and Mrs Abe want-
ed to donate to the people
of Gujarat so that the
friendship will be so much
more deepened going into
the future," Suzuki said.
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An Army tank during an exercise in Ahmednagar, Saturday.

ARMY EXERCISE

Tri-services bands perform during full dress rehearsal for the Beating Retreat ceremony, at Vijay Chowk in
New Delhi, Saturday. 

Hiroshi Suzuki 

‘Cong must be fulcrum of any
Oppn alliance for 2024’

No meaningful coalition possible without it

Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh addresses a
press conference at

party office in Srinagar,
Saturday.

Anoushka Shankar to 
perform at 65th annual

Grammy Awards
Mumbai, Jan 28 (PTI): 

Composer and sitarist
Anoushka Shankar is set to
perform at the 65th Annual
Grammy Awards ceremony
at the Microsoft Theater in
Los Angeles on February 5.
The sitar player will per-
form the song "Udhero Na"
alongside vocalist Arooj
Aftab from his new album
'Vulture Prince'. The track
is nominated in the Best
Global Music Performance
category at this year's
Grammys.

Shankar's latest album
'Between Us ' with
Metropole Orkest & Jules
Buckley featuring Manu
Delago has also been nomi-
nated for the Best Global
Music Album, making her
the first Indian female mu-
sician to receive two

Grammy nods in one year.
"I'm genuinely over the
moon to be performing at
the Grammy Awards pre-
miere ceremony for the
third time. This time I'm ex-
cited to share the stage with
the wonderful Arooj Aftab,
playing her beautiful song
'Udhero Na'.

"I'm grateful my music on
this song and on my album
'Between Us ' has been
recognised with a nomina-
tion again and am proud to
represent India and my in-
strument, the sitar, on this
world stage," she said in a
statement. At the
Grammys, Shankar became
the first Indian woman ever
nominated and youngest-
ever nominee in the World
Music Category for her
album 'Live At Carnegie
Hall' in 2002.

Twin brothers miss JEE-Mains
as admit cards withheld 

Kota (Rajasthan), Jan 28 (PTI): 

Non-identical twins
from Bharatpur, Aditya
Sharma and Anurag
Sharma, who were to take
their JEE-Mains earlier
this week, alleged
Saturday that they
missed the test as the
National Testing Agency
withheld their admit
cards over "doubtful cre-
dentials".

They were scheduled to
take the exam on January
25 at an allotted examina-
tion centre in Jaipur but
were denied the admit
cards, the brothers
claimed.

According to their fa-
ther Jignesh Sharma, an
IFS officer, his sons had

given declaration of
being twins along with
other details following
which they received a
confirmation with their
enrolment numbers.

The twins, accompa-
nied by their mother to
Jaipur, were to get the
admit cards on NTA's
website on January 23,
two days prior to the ex-
amination.

FULL DRESS REHEAESAL

JEE Mains aspirants twin
brothers Anurag Sharma
(left) and Aditiya Sharma,

in Kota, Saturday.

Over doubtful
credentials

Patna Collectorate: Dutch-era landmark
demolished, few pillars preserved

A cluster of pillars salvaged from the Dutch-era Record Room
Building of the Patna Collectorate which has been demolished
as part of a redevelopment project, in Patna, Saturday.
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