
Foetus
New Delhi: human foe-
tus was found in a sewer
in south Delhi’s Mehrauli
area, police said on
Wednesday. Police said
they were informed on
Tuesday about a foetus
at Paryavaran Complex,
IGNOU Road in
Saidulajab. 
The foetus was found to
be around 2 to 2.5
months old, a senior
police officer said.

Grand welcome 
Rangpo (Sikkim): Nine-
year-old Jetshen Dohna
Lama, the winner of the
singing reality show Sa Re
Ga Ma Pa Little Champs,
was accorded a grand
welcome upon her return
to her home state of
Sikkim on Wednesday. 

CBI summon
New Delhi: The CBI has
asked Lok Sabha MP from
Kadapa in Andhra
Pradesh Avinash Reddy to
appear for questioning on
January 28 in connection
with the killing of
Vivekananda Reddy, the
younger brother of late
chief minister Y S
Rajasekhara Reddy, in
2019, officials said
Wednesday.

BRIEF
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GREETINGSGREETINGS
Central Chronicle wishes 
its readers, advertisers, 
patrons and well-wishers 
a very 

Happy Republic Day

NoticeNotice
The offices and press of
Central Chronicle will 
remain closed on
Thursday 26/01/2023
owing to Republic Day.
Therefore next issue will be
published on Saturday, 
28th January 2023.

Management

PATRIOTIC FERVOUR

School Girls with their painted faces in the colours of national flag, pose on the
eve of Republic Day, at Blue Bells Public School, Sector 10, in Gurugram,
Wednesday. 

New Delhi, Jan 25 (PTI): 

Founders of the
Constitution gave us a
map and moral frame-
work, the task of “walking
that path remains our re-
sponsibility”, President
Droupadi Murmu said in
her address to the nation
on the eve of 74th Republic
Day on Wednesday.

She said the founding
document is inspired by
the humanistic philoso-
phy of the oldest living
civilisation in the world as
well as new ideas that
emerged in more recent
history. “The nation will
always remain grateful to
Dr B R Ambedkar, who
headed the Drafting
Committee of the

Constitution, and thus had
a critical part in giving it
the final shape. On this
day, we should also re-
member the role of jurist
B N Rau, who had pre-

pared the initial draft, and
other experts and officers
who helped in making of
the Constitution,” she
said. The President said
the country is proud of the
fact that the members of
that assembly represented
all regions and communi-
ties of India and that they
included 15 women too.

“Their vision, as en-
shrined in the
Constitution, has been
continuously guiding our
Republic. During this peri-
od, India has been trans-
formed from a largely poor
and illiterate nation into a
confident nation marching
on the world stage,” she
said.

New Delhi, Jan 25 (PTI):

Thirty CBI officers,
including those who su-
pervised cases related to
Child Sexual Abuse
Material, the death of
Mahant Narendra Giri
and against Lalu Prasad,
were awarded police
medals on the eve of
Republic Day on
Wednesday.

Six officers of the
Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) were
awarded the President’s
Police Medal for
Distinguished Service
(PPMDS) while 24 were
awarded the Police
Medal for Meritorious
Service (PMMS), a gov-
ernment statement said.

Joint Director Viplav
Kumar Choudhary, a
1997-batch IPS officer,
who is overseeing recent
cases related to online
peddling of Child Sexual
Abuse Material and the
death of Akhil
Bharatiya Akhara

Parishad president
Mahant Narendra Giri
in Prayagraj, among
other special crime
cases, was awarded the
coveted PPMDS, it said.

His batchmate and an-
other joint director in
the central probe agency
Sharad Agarwal, who su-
pervised cases including
the murder of a Class 2
student of a private
school in Gurugram, al-
leged murder of a
Jharkhand judge Uttam
Anand and cases related
to alleged corruption by
RJD supremo Lalu
Prasad was also awarded
the PPMDS, the state-
ment said.

New Delhi, Jan 25 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court
Wednesday said it will
hear on March 2 the pleas
related to a coal block allo-
cation in Chhattisgarh to
the Rajasthan Rajya
Vidyut Utpadan Nigam
Limited (RRVUNL) and
the mining operations by
Adani Enterprise Limited
(AEL).

“We will keep it on
March 2,” a bench com-
prising Chief Justice DY
Chandrachud and Justices
PS Narasimha and JB

Pardiwala said.
Out of three pending

pleas, one is a PIL filed by
Dinesh Kumar Soni, an ac-
tivist from Chhattisgarh,
seeking cancellation of
the coal block allocated in
the state to RRVUNL and
the mining operations by
AEL for allegedly violat-
ing the environmental
clearance granted by the
Environment Ministry.

Two other petitions
have been filed by
Rajasthan Rajya Vidyut
Utpadan Nigam Ltd and
Hasdeo Arand Bachao
Sangharsh Samiti respec-
tively.

Earlier on July 15 last
year, lawyer Prashant
Bhushan had mentioned
Soni’s PIL for urgent hear-
ing which was considered
by a bench headed by the
then CJI NV Ramana.

Bhushan had said the
apex court issued a notice
on the PIL in April 2019
and after that it has not
been listed for hearing.

The PIL has sought a
CBI probe into the coal
block allocation.

Soni has also sought a
direction to RRVUNL to
cancel its joint venture
and coal mining delivery
agreement with AEL and

Parsa Kente Collieries
Limited (PKCL), a joint
venture between the
RRVUNL and the AEL,
with the latter being the
majority stakeholder.

Challenging the PKCL’s
shareholding pattern, the
PIL said, RRVUNL has 26
per cent stake in the joint
venture and Adani 74 per
cent.

The petition sought the
apex court’s directions to
the Centre to cancel the al-
location of the Parsa East
and Kanta-Basan (PEKB),
Parsa and Kente
Extension coal blocks to
the RRVUNL.

R-DAY CELEBRATIONS

Multi-layer
security cover 

New Delhi: A multi-layer
security cover has been put
in place ahead of Republic
Day celebrations in the na-
tional capital to thwart any
untoward incident, offi-
cials said on Wednesday.
Police have stepped up
anti-sabotage checks, veri-
fication drives and pa-
trolling.

Around 6,000 security
personnel will be deployed
and a total of 24 help desks
will be set up in the New
Delhi district for those who
will attend the celebra-
tions, the officials said.

Anti-sabotage checks are
being conducted in mar-
kets, high footfall areas and
other prominent places by
the Bomb Disposal Team
along with dog squads, po-
lice said.

A senior police officer
said that for the last two to
three months, verifications
drive was being carried out
in hotels, dharamshalas,
guest houses, cinema halls,
parking lots and bus termi-
nals. Besides, briefing of
police staff as well as para-
military personnel about
the security is being done
on regular basis. Day and
night patrolling has been
intensified, while audio
and visual messages
through public announce-
ment systems are being
played in high footfall
areas like market places,
police said. CCTV cameras
are also installed in vital
areas with some of them
having facial recognition
facility, they said, adding
that area dominance and
police visibility enhanced
in the city by regular group
foot patrolling and inten-
sive checking at pickets.

‘Constitution makers’ vision
has been guiding our Republic’

President Droupadi Murmu
and Prime Minister Narendra

Modi during Egyptian
President’s ceremonial re-
ception at the Rashtrapati

Bhavan, in New Delhi,
Wednesday.

‘Consider voting as their 
contribution to nation building’
As the Election Commission aims to ensure 75 per cent voter
turnout in future elections, President Droupadi Murmu on
Wednesday urged people to consider voting as their contribution
to nation building. She said people must vote with the spirit of
“nation paramount”.  Addressing AN event to mark the 13th
National Voters’ Day, she said it is a great achievement of India’s
election process and democracy that the active participation of
women in the democratic process is continuously increasing.

SC to hear pleas related to coal block allocation 
 In Chhattisgarh

REPUBLIC DAY

30 CBI officers get police medals 
CISF jawan gets gallantry medal 
A Central Industrial Security Force jawan who “overpowered”
his armed colleague after the latter allegedly killed four per-
sonnel at a power plant located in Bihar in 2017 has been
awarded the police medal for gallantry on the occasion of 74th
Republic Day. Officials said this is one of the rare times when a
PMG has been given to a personnel who showed courage to
end a fragging incident.

29 CBIC officers,
staff to get

Presidential awards
29 officers and staff of the Central
Board of Indirect Taxes & Customs
(CBIC) will get Presidential awards
for ‘exemplary and flawless per-
formance service’, the Finance
Ministry said on Wednesday. The
awardees selected this year
include officers working as
Principal Chief Commissioner,
Commissioner, Additional Director
General, Director, Additional
Director, Joint Commissioner,
Assistant Commissioner, Chief
Accounts Officer, Superintendent,
Senior Intelligence Officer,
Inspector and Lower Division
Clerk, who have been consistently
serving the department in various
fields over the years.
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Bhilai, Jan 25: SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant’s Plate
Mill that rolls out wide
and heavy plates of differ-
ent grades for a variety of
applications including de-
fence sector and for use in
infrastructure develop-
ment projects, has pro-
duced and despatched
more than 1 million
tonnes of plates so far in
the current financial year
2022-23. The 1 MT mark in
cumulative production
was crossed on January
21, 2023 while the 1 MT
mark in cumulative
despatches of plates in
current fiscal year was
crossed on January 23.
2023.

As on Jan 23, Plate Mill
has in the current fiscal
year so far produced
10,08,484 T of finished
plates and despatched
10,00,595 tonnes of plates.

Cumulative finished
plates production so far in
current fiscal year in-
cludes 86,488 Tonnes of
Boiler Quality plates that
are used for manufacture
of pressure vessels and
other applications.

The Mill has during the
period from April 01, 2022
to January23, 2023 pro-
duced 1,77,528 T of high
tensile plates both for
home sales and export.

The Mill has during this
period exported 15,360 T of
plates including 9031 T of
high tensile plates.
Production of DMR 249 A
naval grade plates during
this period has been 1557
Tonnes. Production of
other special steel grade
plates during the April 22
to January 23, 2023 period
has been 1,07,577 Tonnes.

The Mill also produced
6.19,974 tonnes of mild

grade steel plates during
the period.It is worth men-
tioning that production of
1 MT of finished plate and
despatch of 1 MT of plates
as per customer require-
ments has been achieved
in the 10th month of cur-
rent financial year 2022-23.

Responding to the confi-
dence shown by DIC BSP
Anirban Dasgupta in
Team Plate Mill’s poten-
tial, the mill collective

achieved the milestone
with regular monitoring
by Shri Anjani Kumar,
ED(Works) and support of
associated shops and de-
partments. RK Bisare,
CGM (Plate Mill) thanked
DIC, Dasgupta and ED
(Works) Anjani Kumar for
their guidance and sup-
port and congratulated the
entire Plate Mill collective
for the milestone achieve-
ment.

Plate Millcrosses one million tonne
mark in production & despatch

Raipur, Jan 25: On the
occasion of completion
of 75 years of
Government Nargajuna
Science College, Raipur,
the year-long “Diamond
Jubilee Programme” was
formally inaugurated. As
the chief guest of this
program, Vice
Chancellor of Pt. Ravi
Shankar Shukla
University, Raipur, Prof.
Keshari Lal Verma ap-
preciated the contribu-
tion of Science College,
Raipur to the state of
Chhattisgarh. He said
that the ‘University
Education Institute’ was
also started by the then
Union Information and
Broadcasting Minister
Mrs. Indira Gandhi from
this Science College
building. Praising the ex-
cellent teachers and re-
search work of the

Science College, he said
that keeping in mind the
golden history and hard-
working teachers of the
Science College, I have al-
ways been entrusting
them with important
tasks. In the program,
the first batch of 1948 stu-
dent of the college, re-
tired civil surgeon Dr. S.
R. Gupta and former MP
of Rajya Sabha Mr. Gopal
Vyas, a student of the sec-
ond batch, were felicitat-
ed. Along with this, dis-
tinguished educationist

Prof. Avadh Ram
Chandrakar, Prof.
Harshvardhan Tiwari,
Dr. Arun Dabke and Prof.
ML Nayak was also hon-
ored.

Alumni shared their
past experiences. Mr.
Anjay Shukla, President
of the College’s Alumni
Association, Dr. Vikas
Pathak, President of the
Public Participation
Committee also present-
ed their views in the pro-
gram. College Principal
Dr. C. Choubey presided

over the programme. Dr.
Savita Singh presented
the glorious journey of
75 years of the college
through an audio-video
presentation.

In the program, the
guests offered floral trib-
utes to martyr Rajeev
Pandey and martyr
Yugal Kishore Verma in
the martyr garden of the
college premises.
Similarly, wreaths were
also offered on the photo-
graph of Netaji Subhash
Chandra Bose. On this
occasion of “Diamond
Jubilee Programme”, col-
orful cultural presenta-
tions were given by the
band Yuvaj organised by
students of the college.
Student Malavika Nair
presented Bharatnatyam
through ‘Jaganmohan
Krishna’ and presented
dance form in the form of
Pranavalaya in the group
of girl students. The pro-
gram was conducted by
Prof. Girish Kant Pandey.

Year-long Diamond Jubilee program
of Science College inaugurated

College alumni 
felicitated

Raipur, Jan 25: Opener
Shashank Chandrakar
(101) scored century to put
the host Chhattisgarh in
commanding position
against the visiting Goa in
the Ranji Trophy cricket

match at Naya
R a i p u r - b a s e d
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Cricket Stadium
here on Tuesday.

Apart from
him, Anuj Tiwary
scored a solid 86
runs for the host
w h e r e a s
Ashutosh Singh
too scored 55 runs
for the team
against Goa.

Electing to bat
first after win-
ning the toss, the
host batters made
life easier as both
the openers were
on fire. Captain
Harpreet Singh
Bhatia was un-

beaten on 22 at close of
play on day one. Vijesh
Prabudesai was the most
successful bowler for Goa
as he claimed two wickets
out of the four wickets fall-
en on the inaugural day.

Chhattisgarh reach
273 for 4 against Goa

in Ranji match
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SI Rao to receive Indian Police Medal

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Jan 25: Sub
Inspector N. Srinivasa Rao
posted in Post Settlement,
Railway Protection Force
under South East Central
Railway Bilaspur Division,
will be awarded the Indian
Police Medal by the
President of India for his
excellent work on the aus-
picious occasion of
Republic Day-2023.

N. Srinivasa Rao first
joined Indian Railways in
RPF department in the
year 1995 as constable and
due to his hard work has
reached the post of sub-in-
spector today. And now he
has completed his 27 years
of glorious railway service
N. Srinivasa Rao, Sub-

Inspector has brought lau-
rels to South East Central
Railway by receiving this
medal.

A.N. South East Central
Railway, General Manager,
Alok Kumar congratulated
Srinivasa Rao on receiving
his medal for this honor
and wished him a bright
future and was encour-
aged by the Inspector
General cum Principal
Chief Security
Commissioner, Railway
Protection Force, Bilaspur.

ECoR GM inspects Sambalpur-
Titlagarh- Lanjigarh Road section
Central Chronicle News

Sambalpur, Jan 25: East
Coast Railway General
Manager  Roop Narayan
Sunkar inspected
Sambalpur-Titlagarh-
Lanjigarh Road section
and Balangir- Jhartarbha
Section( Khurda- Balangir
Line)  of Sambalpur
Division and reviewed
various ongoing projects
and infrastructuralworks
in the region.

The General Manager
inspected Bargarh Road,
Balangir and Titlagarh
stations in Sambalpur-
Titlagarh section and
Jhartarbha station  in
Balangir- Jhartarbha sec-
tion of Sambalpur
Division. He took stock of

various passenger ameni-
ties available at the sta-
tions and inspected ongo-
ing developmental activi-
ties in the section as well
as construction works.

Minister of Railways

Ashwini Vaishnaw is giv-
ing priority for the
Development of railway
infrastructure and is
closely monitoring the de-
velopmental works in the
region. During the inspec-

tion General Manager was
accompanied by  Vineet
Singh, Divisional Railway
Manager, Sambalpur and
other Senior officials from
Head Quarter and
Sambalpur Division.

Central Chronicle News

Bhubaneswar, Jan 25:
East Coast Railway
Women's Welfare
Organisation (ECoRWWO)
today held the  Award
Distribution Ceremony for
the winners of Zonal Level
On the Spot Drawing,
Painting & Essay
Competition. The
Competition was organized

for the wards of railway
employees. Gracing the oc-
casion President,
ECoRWWO Mrs Radha
Sunker, handed over the
meritorious certificates
and awards to the winners
of the competition. Mrs
Anupama Srivastava, Vice-
president / ECoRWWO and
other executive Members of
ECoRWWO were also pres-
ent on the occasion.

Central Chronicle News

Bacheli, Jan 25: On
January 20 a Motivational
Session was conducted by
the Principal, DAV Public
School, Bacheli - Dr.
Chetna Sharma. The
main motto was to boost
the morale of the students
and raise the confidence
level among students.

The speaker who her-
self is a source of motiva-
tion to students gave en-
couraging examples from
her own life and inspired
students to be a self-moti-
vator. She discussed the
importance of positive
thinking and attitude
which brings optimism
into life and such con-
structive changes can

make one brighter and
more successful. This ses-
sion helped students to be
guided by a positive mind
and driven by self-motiva-
tion.

A total of 59 students
and 3 teachers attended
the session. Dr. Chetna
Sharma along with her
team blessed the students
for a bright future.

SXHS Mungeli organizes
Science Exhibition

Central Chronicle News

Mungeli, Jan 25: On 24th
January 2023, St. Xavier's
High  School(SXHS) ,
Mungeli organized a sci-
ence exhibition and
Annual feast day. Students
from all the classes were
participated to the event.
The principal along with
the vice-principal and
other faculty members or-
ganized that exhibition.

Students from every class
were allowed to present
what they have interests
and want to make. The aim
of the exhibition was to
elaborate on the importance
of science in our life.

The main focus was on
machine learning skill
and artificial intelligence.
Students presented their
wonder science projects
according to their inter-
ests and skills.

Besides this, there were
special activities per-

formed by the students as
well as the parents. All the
students were so excited,
especially those who want
to choose science as their
career.

When all activities of
the performance were
done, the chief guest came
to the stage. He encour-
aged all the participant

students by admiring their
works. He also talked
about his struggle regard-
ing his career and motivat-
ed students to do more
hard work.

After this, our principal
also gave good feedback on
students' performance. He
said," Imagination leads to
creativity, creativity blos-

soms thinking, thinking
provides knowledge,
knowledge makes you
great ." 

He also announced that
he will organize this exhi-
bition in his school every
year so that the students
take more interest and
know the importance of
new technology.

Chaya, Jambabatti to
receive bravery award

Central Chronicle News

Khallari, Kanker, Jan 25:
Chaya Vishwakarma,12
year old girl from Khallari
and resident of Bazarpara
Ward no 14 saved the life of
her elder sister who was
suddenly attacked by a
mad dog. The incident was
of September 14, 2022 at
about 6 am when Sanju(18)
was cleaning the front of
her house when suddenly a
mad dog attacked her
while her parents were
away from the house to
earn their living.

Sanju started to shout
and hearing her cry Chaya,
younger sister of Sanju
who was inside the house
immediately came out and
forced the dog to escape
from the place. While
Sanju was injured by the
bite of this mad dog she

was taken to the hospital
for treatment by her neigh-
bours and her parents also
rushed back after hearing
the news. Chaya's act of
bravery was praised by all
and was recomended for
National Bravery Award.
Another girl Jambabatti
Bhuarya(08) studying in
Class VIII and resident of

village Sakin, tehsil
Bhanupratappur under
district Kanker on
September 04, 2022 saved
the life of her two year old
sister from drowning risk-
ing her own life. As in-
formed, on September 04,
2022, Jambabatti's mother
had gone to other side of
the river for earning her

livelihood. Both the sisters
in search of their mother
reached the side of river
and then tried to reach the
other side of this river by
walking over the dam.
While they were walking
over the dam suddenly
they slipped and fell into
the river.

At the place they fell
some bushes were in the
river and Jambabatti from
one hand while holding on
to the branch of the bush
and from the other hand
tightly held the hand of
her younger sister and
prevented her from drown-
ing. On hearing the cry of
both the girls people came
there and rescued both the
girls. Jambabatti's act of
bravery was praised by all
and her name was recom-
mended for the bravery
award.
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At the hands of
President

Chhaya Vishwakarma Gambabatti Bhuarya

Motivational session organised
for X Board Class students

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Jan 25:
Keeping the Republic Day
in mind, Bastar Police did
foot patrolling by the senior
officers of the district to
keep the law and order
tight. In this way the activi-
ties of the city are being
monitored.

On Monday on the in-
structions of Senior
Superintendent of Police
Jitendra Singh Meena,
Additional Superintendent
of Police Nevidta Pal, City
Superintendent of Police
Vikas Kumar, Station
House Officer Kotwali
Aman Sahu, Station House
Officer Bodhghat Dilbag
Singh took their respective

forces on the main road of
the city, Main Road.

Foot patrolling was done
at Food Court Chowpatty,
Dalpat Sagar, Indira
Stadium, Bus Stand,
Railway Station etc. areas.
Along with this, the hotels
and lodges of the city are
also being closely moni-
tored. Apart from this, in-

vestigation is being done at
different square intersec-
tions of the city.

And people and vehicles
coming and going are being
investigated, as well as ac-
tion is being taken against
those who drive after drink-
ing alcohol by the traffic po-
lice at different places in
the city.

Foot patrolling to 
maintain law and order

On Republic Day

ECoRWWO fetes winners of
drawing and essay competition 

CM interacts with villagers of Bharsova Assembly
Central Chronicle News

Kharora, Jan 25: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
here reached village Math
(Kharora) of Bharsova as-
sembly of district Raipur
as part of public interac-
tion program and interact-
ed with the villagers.

Mrs. Anita Yogendra
Sharma, Chairman of
Mineral Development
Corporation Girish
Dewangan, Saurabh
Mishra, Ashwani Verma,
Surendra Gedre welcomed
the CM and the Chief
Minister greeted everyone
while welcoming the gener-
al public.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Dharsinwa reached the
meeting place located at vil-
lage Math of Vidhansabha
and addressing the vil-
lagers in the meeting, the
Chief Minister said, we
have waived off the loans of

the farmers and along with
paddy, Kodo Kutki is also
being bought at the sup-
port price.

So far 103 lakh metric
tonnes of paddy have been
procured, and about 23
lakh farmers have been
benefited by selling paddy
in Chhattisgarh, he said.

Appreciating the plans

of the Chhattisgarh gov-
ernment, BJP's farmer
leader Anil Nayak, who
came to the meeting,
thanked the CM for pur-
chasing 2500 quintals of
paddy from the farmers,
and increased the pur-
chase of 15 quintals of
paddy to 20 quintals.

The CM also interacted

with the children of
Government Atmanand
English Medium School
and advised the children
not to forget their culture.
On this occasion,
President of Cooperative
Credit Society and Vice
President of District
Congress Committee,
Ashwani Verma,

Sarpanch of Village Math,
Surendra Gendre,
Alderman Nilesh
Chandravanshi, MLA rep-
resentative Bablu Bhatia,
Balram Nasheen, Kiran
Thakur, besides a large
number of women, local
people's representatives
participated in the 
program.
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Raipur, Jan 25: The rul-
ing Congress in
Chhattisgarh on
Wednesday accused the
Bharatiya Janata Party of
trying to protect its legisla-
tive party leader’s son who
is absconding since he was
booked in a rape case last
week.

Addressing a press con-
ference here, state
Congress chief Mohan
Markam sought to know
whether the rape-accused
son of the MLA was hid-
ing in a BJP-governed
state to evade arrest.

Palash Chandel, son of
Assembly Leader of

Opposition and Janjgir-
Champa MLA Narayan
Chandel, was booked
under Indian Penal Code
sections after a tribal
woman accused him of ex-
ploiting her sexually in
Janjgir-Champa for the
last few years on the pre-
text of marriage.

She also alleged that
Palash made her undergo
an abortion. The MLA’s
son is yet to be arrested.

“The BJP state chief
Arun Sao should tell
where Narayan Chandel’s
son who is accused of rap-
ing a tribal woman is hid-
ing? Till when the BJP will

save a rapist? Police have
been continuously con-
ducting raids to find out
the whereabouts of the ac-
cused. Is he hiding in any
BJP-ruled state?” Markam
said. Demanding Narayan
Chandel to step down from
his post, the Congress
leader said, if he does not
resign then he should be
expelled from the party. He
also said that Palash must
surrender before the po-
lice. The case against
Palash was registered as a
Zero FIR in Raipur on
January 18 and then trans-
ferred to Janjgir-Champa
police.

J a n j g i r - C h a m p a
A d d i t i o n a l
Superintendent of Police
Anil Soni said a special in-
vestigation team (SIT) has
been formed to probe the
case in which the accused
is yet to be arrested.

Separate police teams
are working to trace the
accused and raids are
being conducted at his pos-
sible locations in
Chhattisgarh and outside
the state, Soni said.

Besides, a team of foren-
sic experts has also been
roped in to collect evi-
dence in this connection,
he added.

BJP trying to shield its MLA’s son
booked for rape: Congress Raipur, Jan 25: On the oc-

casion of 75th anniversary
of Independence, the coun-
try is celebrating the Amrit
Mahotsav of
Independence. It is pro-
posed to celebrate this
Amrit Mahotsav  in the
form of a series of pro-
grammes. In this sequence,
under a special initiative,
the Central Government
has proposed to give spe-
cial amnesty to some cate-
gories of prisoners and to
release them on  January
26, 2023. Governor
Anusuiya Uikey has ap-
proved the proposal to re-
lease 24 convicted prison-
ers of the state on the occa-
sion of Republic Day,
January 26 2023, as a result

of this decision of the gov-
ernment on the occasion of
Amrit Mahotsav of
Independence. It is note-
worthy that a recommen-
dation was made before the
Governor for remission of
sentence of 37 convicted
prisoners. It is noteworthy
that according to Article
161 of the Constitution of
India, the Governor has
the power to grant pardon,
reprieve, respite or remis-
sion of punishment or to
suspend, remit or com-
mute the sentence of a per-
son convicted of an offense
against any law. The pur-
pose of releasing some spe-
cial prisoners on the occa-
sion of Amrit Mahotsav of
Independence is to ensure

discipline and good con-
duct in the jail and to pro-
vide an opportunity for the
possibility of early release
from jail as an incentive.

Surely this will also en-
courage to renounce the
criminal life and become a
responsible citizen of the
country.

Governor approves proposal for release
of prisoners on Republic Day-2023

Raipur, Jan 25:
Raipur Collector Dr.
Sarveshwar Bhure
and Senior
Superintendent of
Police Mr. Prashant
Aggarwal met
Governor Ms.
Anusuiya Uikey at Raj
Bhavan on Wednesday.
They  invited Governor
Uikey for the main func-

tion of Republic Day to
be organised at Police
Parade Ground Raipur.

Governor receives invitation for
Republic Day celebrations

Raipur, Jan 25: The
Ministry of Home Affairs,
Government of India, has
released the list of officers
and jawans to be awarded
Police Medals on the occa-
sion of Republic Day.
Seven police officers and
jawans have been selected
for the Police Medal for

Gallantry Award, one for
the President’s Police
Medal, and 10 for the
Police Medal for
Meritorious Service in the
list released by the
Ministry of Home Affairs.

On this occasion, Chief
Minister  Bhupesh Baghel
and Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu con-
gratulated all the police of-
ficers and jawans who will
be awarded police medals.

In the released list, IPS
Abhishek Pallav, RI
Vaibhav Mishra, SI
Ashwini Sinha, SI
Yashwant Shyam, SI
Uttam Kumar, Head
Constable Ushru Ram
Korram and APC Late
Krishpal Singh
Kushwaha has been se-
lected for the Police
Medal for Gallantry

Award. While ADG
Vivekanand Sinha has
been selected for the
President’s Police Medal
in the list released by the
Ministry of Home
Affairs.

Apart from this, Raipur
IG Ajay Kumar Yadav,
Bilaspur IG
Badrinarayan Meena, IPS
Jhaduram Thakur, EOW
SP  Pankaj Chandra,
Additional SP Anant
Kumar Sahu, Inspector
Kamleshwar Singh,
Company Commander
Arjun Singh Thakur,
Platoon Commander
Sanjay Kumar Dubey,
Platoon Commander
Harihar Prasad, and
Head Constable Balveer
Singh have been selected
for Meritorious Service of
Police Medal.

18 police officers and jawans of Chh’garh
to be honored with Police Medal 

CM and HM  Sahu
congratulated the
police officers and
jawans who were
honored.

Ministry of Home
Affairs released the
list of officers and
jawans to be hon-
ored with Police
Medals

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJaann  2255::  Two people from
the Chhattisgarh hill Korwa tribe
will join the Republic Day celebra-
tions in 2023 on Rajpath in New
Delhi. The Ministry of Tribal
Affairs, Government of India, has
nominated Mr. Foda Korwa and
Mrs. Surit Korwa of the Pahari
Korwa tribe of the Balrampur dis-
trict as guests. These visitors will
participate in numerous signifi-
cant events until February 1.
Along with visiting the country’s
capital, they will also attend the
Rajghat celebration. The primary

goal of the tour is to familiarize
the tribal visitors with the rich cul-
tural diversity of the nation during
Republic Day celebrations while
their stay in the nation’s capital.
Gurmeet Singh, Assistant Public
Relations Officer, Headquarters
Nava Raipur has been appointed
as the liaison officer by the Tribal
and Scheduled Castes
Development Department.

It is noteworthy that the Tribal
Department nominates two visi-
tors from the tribal community
each year to take part in the

Republic Day celebrations. In the
past, nominations for the show
have come from the Baiga, Birhor,
Kamar, Abujhmadia, Pando, and
Bhunjia tribes. This year, guests
are being sent from the pahari
Korwa tribe. The Minister of the
Tribal and Scheduled Caste
Development Department, Dr.
Premsai Singh Tekam, and the
Secretary, Mr. D.D. Singh, and the
Commissioner, Mrs. Shammi
Abidi, have expressed their best
wishes for a safe journey to the
tribal visitors.

Chhattisgarh’s Pahari Korwa tribe will
witness Republic Day from Rajpath

Two members of
the Pahari Korwa
tribe of
Chhattisgarh are
invited as guests by
the Ministry of
Tribal Affairs.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jan 25:
In a significant develop-

ment in the alleged
Money laundering case,
the Enforcement
Directrate (ED) on
Wednesday arrested two
officers of Mineral
Resources Department on
the charges of illegal re-
covery of Levy on coal.

According to the infor-
mation received, two
Mining Officers SS Nag
and Sandeep Nayak were
arrested and produced in
the Court by ED in the
above case. It is learnt
that both of them were al-
ready investigated sever-
al times for the last few
days. Apart from ED, the

Income Tax Department
too had conducted raid at
the  premises of both
these officers. Nag had re-
ported played key role in
the case during his post-
ing at Korba and Raigarh
during the last five years.
With the above arrests,
the ED has so far arrested
eight people including
senior bureaucrats in the
case. Both the Mining
Officers were produced in
the court of VII District
Session Court of Justice
Vandana Deepak. ED has
sought the remand of
both the officers for five
days.

Nag is presently
Deputy Director Mining
and is posted at
Jagdalpur.

ED arrests two Mining
Officers in Coal levy case

Raipur, Jan 25: National
Institute of Technology
Raipur’s Turning Club of
Programmers (TCP) or-
ganised a two-day work-
shop on “Competitive
Programming and the
Ultimate Algorithm
Roadmap” as a part of the
2nd installment of
“CodeUtsava 6.0” on 21st
and 22nd January 2023.
The event was successful-
ly organised under the
guidance of Dr. Pawan
Mishra, Faculty In-
Charge, TCP. Mr. Prateek
Narang, Software

Development Engineer,
Google, Co-founder,
Coding Minutes was the
esteemed speaker for the
session. The prime motive
of this workshop was to
enable an opportunity for
the aspiring coders to
learn and hone their
knowledge in competitive
programming.

Day-1 started off with a
highly engaging and in-
triguing grooming ses-
sion, enthusiastically par-
ticipated by many stu-
dents. Some of the most
crucial coding algorithms

like Brute Force,
Backtracking, Divide and
Conquer, Greedy
Algorithm and Dynamic
Programming were deeply
discussed about with sup-
porting questions.
Alongwith these, opti-
mization techniques on
Arrays like Prefix Sum,
Carry Forward, Hashing,
Sliding Window, and Two
Pointer were also dis-
cussed in detail.

Day-2 served as a fur-
ther extension for discus-
sion on the aforemen-
tioned algorithms and
techniques. The quality of
the content discussed and
approach of teaching were
the primary influential
factors for the immense
participation by students.
To make the event more
interactive, Q&A sessions
were also organised.
Those who were able to an-
swer the questions were
also awarded with some
gifts.

Workshop on Competitive Programming
and Algorithm Road Map held

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jan 25: National
Institute of Technology
Raipur’s Makerspace or-
ganized the final round of
‘Ideathon’, a short work-
shop-like experience for
students to address some
real life challenges of our
time. Participants
worked in teams and
used design thinking and
innovative learning prac-
tices to ideate and collab-
orate on possible solu-
tions. Over a hundred

teams of students from
institutions all over India
participated in the first
round of the Ideathon out
of which 11 teams were
shortlisted for the final
round.

The event began by
briefing the participating
teams and the audience
with the rules and prob-
lem statements proposed.
Later, the participating
teams began to present
their respective ideas.
Problem statements for
the Ideathon were con-

cerned with spreading
awareness of modern dis-
eases in rural areas, re-
ducing the increasing
number of road accidents
every year, solving issues
in sports, 3D terrain map-
ping and defense against
drones and bio-mimics.

The solution presenta-
tions were followed by a
talk on “How innovations
in emerging technologies
will shape the future of
humanity.” The speakers
for the talk were Dr.
Subhash Ganguly and Dr.
Himanshu Govil. Dr.
Ganguly talked about
how using technology we
can solve many prevalent
problems faced by people
and how the path of en-
trepreneurship serves
this idea.

1st position was scored
by Team matrix with

Team Clairvoyant as
the first runner-up and
Abhishek Mallik as the
2nd runner-up.

Talk on ‘How innovations in emerging technologies
will shape the future of humanity’ held

Raipur, Jan 25: As like
previous years’ members
of La Vista Society did cy-
cling to spread the mes-
sage of saving environ-
ment. The rally started at 8
am and was participated
by the members of differ-
ent age groups ( 5-80
years). They cycled till
Dharampura and again
back to the society cover-
ing about 15 km. On the
way they interacted with
the people giving message
of conserving environ-
ment. It needs to be men-

tioned here, La Vista is the
only society in the state
capital which from time to
time spread the message of
saving environment, give
message of bursting limit-
ed crackers during Diwali,
organize sports activity
for all age groups and also
organize religious gather-
ings with an aim to save
culture and heritage. The
society has curved a niche
of spreading the message
of peace and brotherhood
and cycling event was also
a part of that activity.

La Vista residents spread message
to conserve environment

Raipur, Jan 25: On the oc-
casion of National Girl
Child Day, the Legal Aid
Committee and Pro Bono
Club of Hidayatullah
National Law University,
Raipur (HNLU) conducted a
menstrual hygiene and well-
being awareness pro-
gramme at the Govt. Higher
Secondary School, Parsada,
Raipur.

The programme initiated
and conducted by HNLU
faculties Dr.Kaumudi
Challa and Dr.Balwinder
Kaur, had HNLU students

volunteering for this aware-
ness program. The program
was conducted under the
banner of E- Nyayganga in
collaboration with National
Law Institute University,
Bhopal. Faculty members
and Students of HNLU sen-
sitized the students of the
school about menstrual hy-
giene and distributed
Sanitary Pads to the stu-
dents. All the faculty mem-
bers of the Legal Aid
Committee and Pro Bono
Club of HNLU participated
in the program.

HNLU conducts Hygiene
Awareness Programme

on National Girl Child Day

Raipur, Jan 25: The dele-
gation of Chhattisgarh
Junior Doctors
Association, under the
leadership of Dr. Rakesh
Gupta, President, IMA
Raipur, met Chief
Minister Mr. Bhupesh
Baghel at his residence of-
fice this evening. During
this, a memorandum relat-
ed to various demands of
the association was hand-
ed over to the Chief

Minister by the delega-
tion. Chief Minister Mr.
Baghel, while discussing
with the delegation, after
examining the memoran-
dum, assured them for
prompt action on their de-
mands. On this occasion
Dr. Prem Chowdhary, Dr.
Gaurav Singh Parihar, Dr.
Pawan Brij, Dr. Aman
Agarwal, Dr. Vyom
Agarwal, Dr. Vidhi and
others were present.

Delegation of Chhattisgarh Junior Doctors
Association hands over memo to CM

Raipur, Jan 25: “National
Voters Day” was celebrated
on  January 25th as per the
instructions of the
Election Commission of
India, New Delhi. In this
context, the oath of
“National Voters Day” was
taken by the officers and
employees working in the
Collectorate on Wednesday.
Collector Dr. Sarveshwar
Bhure administered the
oath to the officers-employ-
ees that ‘We, the citizens of
India, having full faith in

democracy, take this oath
that we will maintain the
dignity of the democratic
traditions of our country
and keeping intact the dig-
nity of free, fair and peace-
ful elections, fearlessly,
without being influenced
by religion, class, caste,
community, language or
any other temptation, exer-
cise their franchise in all
elections. Additional
Collector B C Sahu, B B
Panchbhai were also pres-
ent on this occasion.

Collector administered oath
on National Voter’s Day

Raipur, Jan 25: Chief
Minister Mr. Bhupesh
Baghel has congratulat-
ed a student of
Chhattisgarh namely
Master Aditya Pratap
Singh Chauhan on
being awarded the
Prime Minister’s
National Bal Shakti
Puraskar. The award
was given to Aditya
Pratap Singh by
President Mrs.
Draupadi Murmu today.
The Chief Minister has
said that it is a matter of
great pride for
Chhattisgarh that prom-
ising children of the
state are working in the
field of innovation at a
young age and inventing

significant equipments
for the betterment of the
society. He further said
that the work of Aditya
Pratap Singh is inspira-
tional for the whole soci-
ety and he has illuminat-
ed the name of
Chhattisgarh in the
whole country. Wishing
Master Aditya for a
bright future, the Chief
Minister also congratu-
lated his parents and
teachers.

It is noteworthy that
Aditya who is a resident
of Raipur has been given
this award for innova-
tion. Aditya has designed
an innovative device
called ‘Microma’, which
can detect and filter bac-
teria, and micro caustics
from water. The National
award carries an amount
of Rs. one lakh, a medal,
a certificate signed by 
the President and a me-
mento.

CM congratulates Aditya Pratap
Singh on being honored with
‘National Bal Shakti Puraskar’

President Mrs.
Draupadi Murmu
felicitated Aditya 
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Seoul, Jan 25 (AP):

Ships searching in
wind-whipped waters be-
tween South Korea and
Japan have picked up at
least 14 of the 22 crew
members from a cargo
ship that sank early
Wednesday.

South Korean officials
said nine of them remain
unconscious, but they did
not immediately confirm
any deaths. They said the
crew members would be
airlifted to Japan for treat-
ment.

South Korean and
Japanese coast guard ves-
sels and aircraft as well as
two commercial cargo
ships were continuing to
search for the eight miss-
ing crew members but the
efforts were being slowed
by strong winds and
waves, South Korean offi-
cials said.

The Japanese coast
guard confirmed the res-
cue of at least 13 crew
members and said five of
them all Chinese nationals
were still alive.

The 6,551-ton Jin Tian
sank about three and a

half hours after it sent a
distress call at around
11:15 p.m. Tuesday in
Japan’s exclusive econom-
ic zone, Japanese coast
guard spokesperson
Shinya Kitahara said.

The vessel, which was
Hong Kong registered and
carrying lumber, sank
about 160 kilometers (100
miles) southwest of
Nagasaki, Japan, and
about 150 kilometers (93
miles) south of South
Korea’s Jeju island.

The captain last com-
municated with the coast
guard through a satellite
phone around 2:41 a.m.,
saying crew members
would abandon the ship,
minutes before it sank,
Jeju island coast guard
officials said.

Six crew members
were picked up by South
Korean coast guard ves-
sels, while a cargo ship
picked up five and
Japanese aircraft picked
up three, according to

Jeju’s coast guard.
According to South

Korean and Japanese offi-
cials, 14 crew members
are Chinese and eight are
from Myanmar.
According to maritime
transport websites, the
vessel left Malaysia’s Port
Klang on Dec. 3 and was
headed for South Korea’s
Incheon port.

The ship is owned by
Long Bright Shipping
Limited, a Hong Kong-
registered company that
is a subsidiary of
Shenzhen Shekou
Shipping Transportation
Co., Ltd., according to a
July 2022 filing made by
the parent company to
China’s National
Equities Exchange and
Quotations. The filing
says the Jin Tian was
used as collateral for a
loan that was later re-
paid.

Calls to a number listed
for Shenzhen Shekou
Shipping Transportation
in mainland China went
unanswered on
Wednesday during the
weeklong Lunar New
Year holiday.

Ship sinks between S. Korea and
Japan; 9 remain unconscious

This photo released by the 7th Regional Japan Coast Guard
Headquarters, shows a search operation in waters be-
tween South Korea and Japan, Wednesday, Jan. 25. South
Korean and Japanese coast guard vessels and aircraft as
well as commercial cargo ships were continuing to search
for the missing crew members after a cargo ship sank
early Wednesday.

POWERFUL STORM WRECKED HAVOC

Deer Park city employees shovel debris off of Center Street after a powerful storm system came through the area
in Deer Park, Texas, near Houston. 

Cairo, Jan 25 (AP):

Egypt’s top religious institution
on Wednesday called on Muslims
world over to boycott Swedish and
Dutch products over the desecration
of Islam’s holy book by far-right ac-
tivists in the two European coun-
tries.

The call by Egypt’s Al-Azhar, the
Sunni Muslim world’s foremost reli-
gious institution, is the latest in a se-
ries of backlashes from the Muslim
world over the incidents in Sweden
and the Netherlands.

On Saturday, Danish anti-Islam
activist Rasmus Paludan burned the
Quran outside the Turkish Embassy
in the Swedish capital, Stockholm.

On Sunday, Edwin Wagensveld,
Dutch leader of the far-right Pegida
movement, tore pages out of the
Quran near the Dutch parliament in
The Hague and stomped on them.

Egypt’s Al-Azhar called the dese-
crations an ‘offense’’ to Muslims
and said a boycott of both countries
would be an appropriate response to

governments that protect barbaric
crimes under the inhuman and im-
moral banner they call freedom of
expression.’’

In Pakistan’s eastern city of
Lahore, hundreds protested on
Tuesday and condemned the dese-
cration. Protests also took place in
the two main Turkish cities,
Istanbul and Ankara.

After the incident in Stockholm,
Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan told Sweden not to expect
Ankara’s support in its ongoing bid
to join NATO’s military alliance
amid Russia’s war on Ukraine. He
also criticised Sweden for allowing
pro-Kurdish demonstrations later
on Saturday outside Turkey’s
Embassy.

European countries have long de-
fended the right to freedom of ex-
pression, although incitement to vi-
olence or hate speech is largely pro-
hibited. Both Paludan and
Wagensveld were granted permis-
sion by authorities for their
protests.

Egypt’s religious body calls for
boycott over Quran burnings

Colombo, Jan 25 (PTI):

Debt-ridden Sri Lanka
on Wednesday thanked
India for issuing the neces-
sary guarantees sought by
the IMF that would help
Colombo to unlock the
USD 2.9 billion bailout
package. India’s ministry
of finance recently issued
a letter to the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) to
confirm its support to Sri
Lanka on the issue of debt
restructuring. Also,
External Affairs Minister
S Jaishankar during his re-
cent visit to Colombo gave
the required assurances to
Sri Lanka’s top leadership
for the much-needed IMF

bailout package, becoming
the first major lender to
publicly back the island na-
tion’s efforts to recover
from its worst-ever eco-
nomic crisis.

In a statement on
Wednesday, the Governor
of the Central Bank of Sri
Lanka Nandalal
Weerasinghe thanked
India for issuing the neces-
sary guarantees warranted
by the IMF for unlocking
the USD 2.9 billion bailout
for the country.

“India has clearly given
financial assurances
which are acceptable to the
IMF ..which has all the nec-
essary assurances ..first of
all we should thank the

Indian authorities for issu-
ing that letter,”
Weerasinghe said.

Sri Lanka, which is try-
ing to secure a USD 2.9 bil-
lion bridge loan from the
IMF, was negotiating to get
financial assurances from
its major creditors - China,
Japan and India - which is
the requisite for Colombo
to get the bailout package.

The IMF bailout has
been put on hold as Sri
Lanka pursues talks with
creditors to meet the global
lender’s conditions for it.
The Washington-based
global lender has asked Sri
Lanka to restructure its
debt by negotiating with
the creditors.

Sri Lanka thanks India for backing its USD 2.9 billion
bailout package; issuing guarantees to IMF

Beijing, Jan 25 (AP):

The Chinese government
says the United States should
stop pressuring it on debt relief
for Zambia and get its own fi-
nancial house to avert a default
and possible repercussions for
the global economy. The
Chinese embassy in Zambia re-
sponded Tuesday to remarks by
U.S. Treasury Secretary Janet
Yellen, who said on a visit to the
African nation this week that
it’s crucial to address its heavy
debt burden with China.

“The biggest contribution
that the U.S. can make to the
debt issues outside the country
is to cope with its own debt
problem and stop sabotaging
other sovereign countries’ ac-
tive efforts to solve their debt is-
sues,” the Chinese Embassy
said in a statement. Chinese de-
velopment banks have emerged
as major lenders to poorer coun-
tries around the world for natu-

ral resource, transport and
power projects, though that
lending has fallen sharply in
the past five years, according to
Boston University’s Global
Development Policy Center.

In responding to Yellen,
China zeroed in on the battle be-
tween Republican lawmakers
and the Democratic Biden ad-
ministration over raising the
U.S. debt limit to allow more
borrowing to keep the govern-
ment running.

The embassy statement then
turned to Zambia, saying that
China has made some progress
as co-chair of a creditors com-
mittee seeking a sustainable so-
lution. It said China looks for-
ward to the U.S. playing a con-
structive role in the process.

“Even if the U.S. one day
solves its debt problem, it is not
qualified to make groundless
accusations against or press
other countries out of selfish in-
terests,” the statement said.

China uses US debt battle to deflect
pressure on Africa debt

Islamabad, Jan 25 (PTI):

Pakistani authorities on
Wednesday arrested
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
party senior leader Fawad
Chaudhry, hours after he
publicly censured the gov-
ernment for scheming to ar-
rest party chairman Imran
Khan. Fawad, a close aide of
ousted prime minister
Khan, was taken into cus-
tody from his residence in
Lahore after a case was reg-
istered against him at
Kohsar Police Station on
the complaint of the
Secretary Election
Commission of Pakistan
(ECP). “This imported gov-
ernment has gone berserk,”
PTI leader Farrukh Habib
tweeted. An official PTI

Twitter account also posted
videos, showing a convoy of
police vehicles which the
party claimed was carrying
Chaudhry after his arrest.
The arrest of Fawad, 52,
came amidst rumours that
the government may arrest
PTI chief and former pre-

mier Khan.
Fawad’s arrest comes

after he, along with scores of
party workers, gathered out-
side Khan’s Zaman Park res-
idence in Lahore, claiming to
avert the government’s al-
leged plan to arrest the party
chief.

Senior Pakistani opposition leader Fawad Chaudhry
arrested for publicly censuring government
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Gandhinagar, Jan 25: 

The country’s services
exports are doing “ex-
tremely well” and going by
the current trend these
outbound shipments
would register about 20
per cent growth in this fis-
cal and cross the USD 300

billion target despite glob-
al economic uncertainties,
Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal has
said. He said that on the
merchandise front also,
exports are so far register-
ing healthy growth despite
the world being under re-
cession, huge inflationary

pressure , and overstock-
ing of various commodi-
ties. With all these stress,
where every global leader
is talking of “very” tough
times, India’s exports rose
9 per cent year-on-year
during April-December
2022-23. “On services
though, we have done ex-

tremely well. On services
we are probably going to
do at least a 20 per cent
growth and by the current
trends, we will exceed the
target of USD 300 billion
this year. “So all in all, it
will be a very very satisfy-
ing year, given the global
headwinds and the stress
that is reported from al-
most every part of the
world,” he told reporters
here, adding the govern-
ment’s structural reforms
and steps like Make in
India and Digital India are
yielding fruits. During
April-December 2022-23,
overall exports rose 9 per
cent to USD 332.76 billion
while imports increased
24.96 per cent to USD 551.7
billion. Trade deficit dur-
ing the nine-month period
widened to USD 218.94 bil-
lion as against USD 136.45
billion in April-December
2021-22. In last fiscal year,
the country’s merchandise
shipments touched an all-
time high of USD 422 bil-
lion. According to the data
of the commerce ministry,
the estimated value of
services export in April-
December 2022 is USD
235.81 billion as compared
to USD 184.65 billion in the
year-ago period. In 2021-22,
these exports touched an
all-time high of USD 254
billion. India’s exports
contracted 12.2 per cent to
USD 34.48 billion in
December 2022, mainly
due to global headwinds,
and the trade deficit
widened to USD 23.76 bil-
lion during the same peri-
od. The minister said indi-
vidual months have seen
some ups and downs, but
overall the exports sector
is doing well so far despite
global economic uncer-
tainties.

India’s services exports to cross USD 300 bn target for this fiscal: Goyal
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Kajal Chatterjee

I n this environment of supreme "nationalism", two short
films/videos can be recalled which dominate the social media,

specially on the occasion of Republic /Independence Day and a few
days prior to it. A poor little boy is seen to be selling paper flags at a
busy street intersection of a large city when the traffic signal is red
for traffic. Few stranded vehicle owners or their companions are also
buying it. Now a woman scooterist acting as "conscience of the na-
tion" refuses to buy it and also asks others not to buy it as the said ob-
jects "do not adhere to the flag code of India"! At that very juncture, a
waiting police officer on bike "takes up the case", applauds the advo-
cate lady for her "sense of duty as a citizen" and narrates the legal
consequences of selling paper flags, thereby "dishonoring" the nation
as the flags might get trampled under feet or discarded as garbage
later on! As if that is not enough, the poor chap is seen to beg apology
to all by holding his own ears. Yes, our "duty" as a "true patriot" has
been truly accomplished. But the greatest amusing or sad aspect re-
mains that not a single soul(right from the the waiting lady and police
officer to the public who were overhearing the conversation to the di-
rector/producer of the film) feels a bit dishonored or insulted as an
Indian on viewing the plight of the hapless innocent  boy who had to
sell "illegal" flags on streets just to put a balm on his starving stom-
ach. Yes, "due respect" to the symbols of the nation are far, far more
important than the daily trampling of human rights(food-education-
shelter-dignity) of the unfortunate boy who actually forms a part of
the real nation. What a tragedy! Just like the "flag code", when will
India see a "human code" as well. And would the "nationalists” coura-
geously come forward and hold honesty enough to apologize to the
billions of Indian children by holding their own ears for robbing(di-
rectly/indirectly) the childhood of these vulnerable innocents in such
a heartless fashion?. The "love" for the country being displayed by
the "nationalists" is increasing with each passing year. Let the human
rights of innumerable Indians and children get religiously trampled
under marauding feet of the vested interests; but the symbols of the
nation like flags and anthems can never be unfurled or sung the
"wrong" way.  Another video shows a young man wooing a lady by
handing over a flower to her. As he was returning towards his waiting
friends with the lady smilingly looking at him, a little girl emerged in
the scene with a bunch of flags in hand. The girl insisted that the lady
take a flag. The lady reluctantly took it with her eyes still fixed on the
smiling man. Few moments later she discarded the flag on the road-
side. Witnessing the scene, the man became angry, walked towards
the lady, snatched the flower which he himself had handed to her a
few minutes earlier and landed a tight slap on her face! As he was re-
turning, his friends were clapping in unison in respect for him as if he
had saved a person from drowning to death by risking his own life! Oh
what an example of machismo and heroism. Even if it is taken for
granted that the lady had committed an "unpardonable" offence by
"insulting" the nation through her act of discarding the flag;  still that
person held no democratic, legal or Constitutional right to indulge in
any sort of physical violence. His "nationalist" act of slapping the lady
would have merited exemplary punishment in any  truly civilized na-
tion. Secondly, why don't the blood of our "hero" get boiled when bil-
lions of oppressed Indians (specially child labourers) get routinely
tortured, exploited and assaulted by vested interests? Will the "na-
tionalist" brigade (who are coming up with such video/ applauding it
warmly just like the  friends of our "hero"  clapping in unison follow-
ing his "great" act of slapping a lady/ forwarding it to their contacts)
dare to display their guts by physically taking on the crude brute lot
who are destroying the nation through indulgence in corruption, vio-
lence, communalism, casteism and racism? The "nationalism" of the
"patriots" have assumed such a Himalayan height that not only vio-
lence in the name of "protecting national honor" is being encouraged
barbarically,  the cowardly act of slapping a lady is also being "glam-
orized" to such a vulgar extent.

Cant’t we have a 
‘Human Code’ as well

M anufacturing presents one
of the biggest and the most

transformative opportunities for
India to reach the ambitious, yet
achievable, target of becoming a
USD 30-trillion economy by 2047.
India’s massive and skilled work-
force, an emerging supply base, lo-
calized access to natural resources,
entrepreneurial capabilities and a
strong domestic market makes it an
attractive manufacturing hub. Some
of the current emerging trends in in-
dustry comprises of: Tech-enable-
ment of manufacturing (Industry
4.0), reconfiguring production with
focus on IoT, 3D printing, advanced
robotics, artificial intelligence, virtu-
al and augmented reality. Besides,
there is increased emphasis on serv-
ification of manufacturing, encour-
aging Sustainability: Green incen-
tives, improved waste management,
building a circular economy; adop-
tion of Environmental, Social and
Corporate Governance (ESG) ratings
and Goals. Higher integration with
Global Value Chains remains a criti-
cal part of this process specially in
the post pandemic scenario.

It is in this context that India’s G
20 presidency plays a key role in
highlighting major issues, given the
current geopolitical and geo- eco-
nomic scenario. India’s presidency
can help voicing the concerns of
global south, focus on issues relat-
ing innovation, sustainability and
creation of knowledge frameworks,
along with, encouragement of cur-
rent emerging trends gaining
ground in the existing Industrial mi-
lieu, promotion of digital public
goods and enabling access of open
source digital infrastructure across
all strata of society and for all coun-

tries. The Group of Twenty (G20) is
the premier forum for international
economic cooperation. It plays an
important role in shaping and
strengthening global architecture
and governance on all major inter-
national economic issues. The
Group of Twenty (G20) comprises 19
countries (Argentina, Australia,
Brazil, Canada, China, France,
Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy,
Japan, Republic of Korea, Mexico,
Russia, Saudi Arabia, South Africa,
Türkiye, United Kingdom and United
States) and the European Union.
G20 members represent around
85% of the global GDP, over 75% of
the global trade, and about two-
thirds of the world population. The
G20 Presidency steers the G20
agenda for one year and hosts the
Summit. India’s invitees are:
Bangladesh, Egypt, Mauritius,
Netherlands, Nigeria, Oman,
Singapore, UAE and Spain (perma-
nent invitee).

India holds the Presidency of the
G20 from 1 December 2022 to 30
November 2023. Drawing inspira-
tion from its G20 Presidency theme
of ‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’ - ‘One
Earth One Family One Future’. 

Business 20 (B20) is the official
engagement group of G20 created
in 2010 under the Canadian presi-
dency, with the aim to galvanize
global business leaders for their
views on issues of global economic
and trade governance and speak in
a single voice for the entire G20
business community. This engage-
ment group conducts work through
various taskforces, the recommen-
dations of which are summarized at
the B20 Summit and presented to
the G20 leaders prior to the G20
Summit.

Under India’s presidency the
work of the B20 is to be conducted
through seven (7) taskforces and
two (2) action councils, namely

Taskforces:
1. Inclusive GVCs for Resilient

Global Trade and Investment
2. Future of Work, Skilling, and

Mobility
3. Energy, Climate Change and

Resource Efficiency
4. Digital Transformation
5. Financing for Global Economic

Recovery
6. Tech, Innovation and R&D
7. Financial Inclusion for Economic

Empowerment
Action Council:

1. ESG in Business
2. African Economic Integration

A series of events including the
subject-specific taskforce meetings
with participation from businesses,
policymakers, experts, and interna-
tional diplomats are to be held as
part of this agenda. Around 100
meetings and events, both hybrid
and in-person have been planned
across India and overseas under
India’s Presidency. B20 Inception
Meeting is to be held in Gandhi-
nagar in January, 2023.

With a motto of ‘RAISE’ -
Responsible, Accelerated,
Innovative, Sustainable and
Equitable Businesses, B20 India
would be an important forum for
discussions and deliberations on
various issues as climate action, in-
novation, digital cooperation, re-
silient GVCs, and financial inclusion.
Start-ups have become the engine
for innovation-fuelled economic re-
covery, reorientation, and growth.
The Start-up 20 Engagement Group,
being initiated under India’s presi-
dency of G20, aspires to create a
global narrative for supporting start-
ups and enabling synergies between
start-ups, corporates, investors, in-
novation agencies and other key
ecosystem stakeholders. The pri-
mary objective of the new engage-
ment group is to develop an inclu-
sive framework to support innova-
tive start-ups, through strategic col-
laboration across the G20 nations.

Given this entire perspective,
some of the key initiatives assuming
center stage are:

Emphasis on Digitalisation
and industry 4.0. Businesses
need to discuss global issues
related to development and
optimization of GVCs to inten-
sify participation in global
markets and export diversifi-
cation by businesses. It is
important to shape the future
of GVCs in a sustainable and
inclusive way to enhance eco-
nomic growth and improve
business competitiveness.

Ways to create employment at
scale aligned to the jobs of the
future and Action plan for
reskilling and upskilling of the
workforce to operate in a
world focusing on adoption of
advanced technologies
Accelerating financing for
economic recovery, particu-
larly encouraging support
towards MSMEs
Boosting efforts towards debt
servicing and facilitating
funding support for most vul-
nerable economies
Promoting financial inclusion
amongst the G20 countries,
particularly through digital
financial services
Sharing best practices from
strategies focused on the dig-
italization of financial servic-
es
In addition to environmental
imperatives, priority would be
given to sustainable, balanced
and inclusive investment, bal-
ancing social and economic
imperatives,       keeping       in
mind       the       local and
regional context.

All above mentioned initiatives/
objectives require collective and co-
ordinated efforts amongst all G 20
nations, to take concrete steps in the
post Covid World. While all coun-
tries are focusing on taking optimal
steps for Post Pandemic recovery of
their economies, the necessity of
looking at collaborative and com-
bined efforts for working towards
synchronized and synergized eco-
nomic development across nations,
imbibing the principles of collabora-
tion and cooperation assume critical
importance. With India’s emphasis
on world as One Family, as a corner-
stone of its Presidency, it is time to
look forward to adoption of sustain-
able and positive steps enabling
economic development across all
countries and all income groups
within a country

(Writer is  Principal Adviser,
Department for Promotion of

Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT),
M/o Commerce and Industry. Viws

are personal).
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BJP and its 
hidden ajenda

Prime Minister (PM)
Narendra Modi named the 21
largest unnamed islands of
Andaman and Nicobar
Islands after Param Vir
Chakra (PVC) awardees in a
ceremony on the occasion of
Parakram Diwas (Day of
Valor) on the day of Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose’s
birth day. Before this earlier
in 2018, Ross Islands was re-
named as Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose Dweep by the
Prime Minister during his
visit to the island. Similarly,
Neil Island and Havelock
Island were also renamed as
Shaheed Dweep and Swaraj
Dweep. No doubt the decision
is heartening, even what will
happen when in future more
and more PVC awardees will
be there? They will create is-
lands to be named? Actually,
after Modi becoming PM his
love towards all time
Congress leader Sardar
Vallabh Bhai Patel, and re-
cent respect towards Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose or
other freedom fighters is
nothing, but to cover up
Rastriya Swayam Sevak
Sangh (RSS) which is
throughout India's freedom
struggle, it was subservient
to the British, with its leader-
ship prohibiting participa-
tion in mass movements.
People are fully aware that
RSS is the parent organiza-
tion of Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) and without RSS,
BJP is nothing on ground.
Armed forces are always
being respected and at the top
of everything, nobody can
match their sacrifice but no
other party has taken advan-
tage till now then BJP by
using their name for its own
benefits.

Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee,
Faridabad 

National Voters’ Day 
The theme for this year’s

NVD, ‘Nothing Like Voting, I
Vote for Sure’ is dedicated to
voters which conveys individ-
ual’s feeling and aspiration to-
wards participation in the
electoral process through
power of their vote. The logo
is designed to showcase festiv-
ity and inclusivity of the elec-
toral process. Ashoka Chakra
in the background represents
the largest democracy of the
world, whereas the inked fin-
ger represents participation
of each and every voter of the
country. The tick mark in the
logo stands for informed deci-
sion making by the voter.
National Awards for the Best
Electoral Practices will be
presented to State and
District level officers for their
outstanding performance in
the conduct of elections dur-
ing 2022 in different spheres
such as IT initiatives,
Security Management,
Election Management,
Accessible Election, Electoral
Roll and contribution in the
field of voter awareness and
outreach. National Awards
will also be given to important
stakeholders like
Government departments
and media organizations for
their valuable contribution
towards voters’ awareness.

Yash Pal Ralhan, Jalandhar
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Defence Minister Rajnath Singh felicitates an awardee of ‘Veer Gatha 2.0’ contest at an event, in New Delhi, Wednesday, Jan. 25.
Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan, Union MoS for Defence Ajay Bhatt, Chief of Air Staff Air Chief Marshal VR
Chaudhari and Chief of Army Staff General Manoj Pande are also seen.

VEER GATHA 2.0

J oshimath is a sprawling city located in the foothills of the great
Himalayas. A city that serves as Lord Badrinath's winter resi-

dence, it welcomes thousands of pilgrims visiting the mesmerizing
Valley of Flowers and Auli. The city is now facing a geographical cri-
sis. In the last few days, it has been declared a 'Landslide Subsidence
Zone' under disaster management norms as numerous homes have
suffered severe damage, and others are unsafe for human habitation
and constitute a 'severe risk' to the people. Joshimath is flanked by
two rivers which, according to environment specialists, make the val-
ley particularly vulnerable to earthquakes, landslides, and erosion
(falling in the Zone 5). On the other hand, the rapid urbanization in the
region and mega projects have led to massive drilling, deforestation
and aquifer damage, making it more fragile. Land subsidence has re-
sulted in cracks in over 700 houses out of 4,500 buildings and resi-
dents have been evacuated and buildings have been demolished. In
2021, research conducted by IIT Ropar researchers predicted that the
valley will sink by 8.5 to 10 cm in the near future, which is quite alarm-
ing. It is also claimed that fast subsidence of 5.4 centimeters was trig-
gered in the city within 22 days as on January 18. The alarm bells have
been ringing for a long time, as many environmentalists have been
vocal about it, yet their voice was always suppressed. This is what
happened to MC Mishra, a bureaucrat who spearheaded a panel set
up in 1976 by the Central Government. According to his findings, the
rivers flowing through the valley play a part in triggering landslides by
eroding the riverbanks and mountain edges. The panel further ad-
vised not to remove the boulders by drilling or blasting the hill side. In
2001, environmentalist Chandi Prasad, along with leading scientific
organizations of the country including National Remote Sensing
Agency (NRSA), sent a report to the Government. They warned the
Uttarakhand Government that 99 per cent of the mapped area has
been prone to various degrees of subsidence. However, 50 years after
the report of MC Mishra, the Government has been following a differ-
ent trajectory. So, this leads us to ask the question: How can we pre-
vent a second disaster from happening, and even after the devastat-
ing flood of Kedarnath in 2013, what has changed after that? People
do not have a roof over their heads, hotels have been demolished but
projects that require blasting are being carried out affecting the
whole ecosystem. In 2016, Hill Road Expansion or Char Dham, a mega
project stretching 900 km to connect the four temples, was under
construction. The expansion was done knowing that it could be an en-
gineering disaster posing a serious threat to an already vulnerable
valley. Overall, the problem can be classified as a problem of sustain-
able development. Now more cracks are being discovered in places
situated near the Char Dham route or near the railway tunnel zone.
Nearby towns of Karnaprayag and Gopeshwar in the Chamoli district,
Ghanbali in the Tehri district and several other towns could suffer a
Joshimath-like fate. However, it is depressing what successive gov-
ernments have done, or not done, to resolve this in the last 50 years
despite always knowing the state's vulnerability.

Mighty Himalaya is sinking

Enabling Economic Development 
in G20 context for India

Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit

I ndia is celebrating its 74th
Republic Day. First Republic

Day of India was celebrated in
1950. India is a country having
people of different cultures, soci-
eties, religions and languages who
interplay with each other harmo-
niously. It signifies the right spirit
of Independent and individual
India. It is celebrated today to
mark the day when democracy
and justice were chosen to run the

nation. Republic Day is the symbol
of true spirit for the independent
India where military parades, ex-
hibiting military equipments,
salute to the national flag by the
Indian president and variety of
events are take place at this day. 

To become a prosperous nation,
India went through various trials
and hardships before it reached a
point where freedom was provided
to the citizens. Republic Day repre-
sents the true spirit of the inde-
pendent India.  In his autobiogra-
phy, Jawaharlal Nehru recalled
how “Independence Day came,
January 26th 1930, and it revealed
to us, in a flash, the earnest and
enthusiastic mood of the country. 

It was also the reason why
January 26 was designated
Republic Day when the
Constitution was finalised in 1950.
The Constitution of India was
drafted by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
which helped to replace the exist-

ing Government of India Act, 1935.
The Constitution of India which
was drafted by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
was actually passed on 26th
November, 1949. It was mainly
Nehru’s idea to have an impressive
parade on Republic Day every year
to strengthen the nation’s unity in
diversity, and demonstrate its mili-
tary might, economic and social
progress as well as its vast cultural
heritage. 

An official draft by Mahatma
Gandhi said: “The British govern-
ment in India has not only deprived
the Indian people of their freedom
but has based itself on the ex-
ploitation of the masses and has
ruined India economically, politi-
cally, culturally and spiritually.
Therefore, India must sever the
British connection and attain
‘purna swaraj’ or ‘complete inde-
pendence’. ” Mahatma Gandhi’s
mission to wipe every tear from
every eye still remains unfulfilled.

We have to work harder to provide
food security to our people and to
make the agriculture sector re-
silient to the vagaries of nature. We
have to provide better amenities
and opportunities to our people in
villages to ensure a decent quality
of life. The fundamental rights and
duties of the people of the Republic
in India have been laid down in our
constitution. Every citizen of India
is equal in the eye of law, and no
one is to suffer because of religion,
creed, caste, colour or race.

Youth today are brimming with
hope and aspirations. They pursue
their life goals, which they per-
ceive will bring them fame, suc-
cess and happiness, with single-
minded devotion. They consider
happiness as their existential ob-
jective, which of course is under-
standable.  The anniversary of
India becoming a republic has
come and gone. Fireworks, salutes
to the tiranga, distribution of

awards, parades, display of our
military might and what not. But
the real issue amid the festivities
seems to have been lost some-
where. Democracy has helped only
our politicians. Many of them got
an opportunity to become billion-
aires after a decade or so in poli-
tics. Our criminal justice system is
all but ineffective in curbing cor-
ruption, which starts with the bal-
lot box and ends in Swiss banks.

The evolution of India from a
British colony to a sovereign,
democratic and secular nation
was certainly historical. Let us
make a great promise that we
would be live together in peace
and happiness as the people of
the same nation. It creates feel-
ing of patriotism among the peo-
ple. It reminds us of the supreme
sacrifices made by great free-
dom fighters. Republic Day also
realizes us our responsibilities to-
wards our country.

Freedom in mind, Faith in our heart, Memories in our souls

MS. RUPA DUTTA

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.
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Will be handed over to ISRO today

SKM announces tractor
march in 20 states

New Delhi, Jan 25 (PTI): 

The Samyukt Kisan
Morcha (SKM) on
Wednesday said foot
marches and tractor ral-
lies will be held in 20
states and a mahapan-
chayat convened in
Haryana's Jind on
Thursday to mark
Republic Day and pay
homage to those who
died during the protests
against three farm laws,
which have since been re-
pealed.

"On the call of the
Samyukt Kisan Morcha,

farmers all over the
county will mobilise
again on January 26 to
observe Republic Day
and hold tractor rallies,
foot marches and con-
ventions after hoisting
the national flag," it
said in a statement.

The foot march and
tractor rallies will
cover 300 districts in 20
states. Homage will be
paid to all "kisan mar-
tyrs who lost their lives
in the historic struggle
of farmers against the
anti-farmer govern-
ment". Memorandum
will be given to district
collectors, the SKM
said.

A kisan mahapan-
chayat will be held in

Jind in Haryana and the
SKM will expose the con-
spiracy of the BJP gov-
ernment to break its
unity, it said.

Bengaluru, Jan 25 (PTI): 

In a milestone in the de-
velopment of space as-
tronomy in India, the
Indian Institute of
Astrophysics (IIA) has
built the Visible Emission
Line Coronagraph
(VELC), the largest pay-
load that would fly on
Aditya L1, the country's
first dedicated scientific
mission to study the Sun.
It is expected to be
launched by Indian Space
Research Organisation by
middle of this year.

The VELC payload
would be formally handed
over to ISRO Chairman S

Somanath at IIA's CREST
campus on Thursday.

"It's a milestone in the
development of space as-
tronomy in India," an IIA
official said. Aditya L1 is
the first space-based
Indian mission to study
the Sun from a halo orbit
around the Lagrangian
point 1 (L 1) of the Sun-
Earth system.

This mission with
seven payloads on board
to observe the photos-
phere, chromosphere and
the outermost layers of
the Sun (the corona) will
provide greater advantage
of observing the solar ac-
tivities and its effect on

space weather, according
to officials of Indian
Space Research
Organisation (ISRO).

VELC, which the IIA
has built at its CREST
(Centre for Research and
Education in Science and
Technology) campus at
Hosakote near here, is the
largest and one of the
most technically challeng-
ing of the seven pay-
loads/telescopes that will
fly on Aditya L1.

The space solar mission
was initially conceived as
Aditya-1 with a 400 kg
class satellite carrying
one payload (VELC), and
was planned to be

launched in a 800 km low
earth orbit.

Since a satellite placed
in a halo orbit around the
L1 of the Sun-Earth sys-
tem has the major advan-
tage of continuously
viewing the Sun without
any occultation/eclipses,
the mission was revised to
Aditya-L1, and it would
now be inserted in a halo
orbit around the L1,
which is 1.5 million km
from the Earth towards
the Sun.

The other six payloads
are: Solar Ultraviolet
Imaging Telescope, Aditya
Solar Wind Particle
Experiment, Plasma

Analyser Package for
Aditya, Solar Low Energy
X-ray Spectrometer, High
Energy L1 Orbiting X-ray
Spectrometer, and
Magnetometer.

"The scientific studies
by the satellite will en-
hance our current under-
standing of the Solar
Corona and also provide
vital data for space weath-
er studies", ISRO officials
said.

The VELC payload is an
internally occulted solar
coronagraph with simul-
taneous imaging, spec-
troscopy, and spectro-po-
larimetry channels close
to the solar limb.

1,100 booths identified as
‘vulnerable’, 28 ‘critical’

Agartala, Jan 25 (PTI): 

As many as 1,100 out of
the total 3,328 polling
booths in Tripura have
been categorised as 'vul-
nerable', said a senior poll
official on Wednesday.

Twenty-eight booths
have been identified as
'critical', where one candi-
date polled more than 70
per cent votes during the
previous election, he said.

"Based on the inputs of
2018 Assembly polls and
2019 general election, 1,100
booths have been identi-

fied as 'vul-
nerable' on
the ground of
the law and
order situa-
tion and 28 as
'critical'.

"None has
been marked
as 'hypersen-
sitive'," Chief
E l e c t o r a l
Officer (CEO)
G i t t e
Kirankumar
Dinakarrao
told reporters
at a press conference here.

The Centre has already
sent around 200 compa-
nies of paramilitary forces
to the state to ensure the
elections are held in a fair

and peaceful
manner, he
noted.

Asserting
that the poll
v i o l e n c e
graph has
shown a
steady de-
cline in the
state over the
past few
weeks, the
CEO said the
election ma-
c h i n e r i e s
have been

able to prevent many unto-
ward incidents from
December 18 to January
25.

"The commission has re-
ceived around 600 com-

plaints through the 'C-vigil
app' thus far and action
has been taken on 480 of
these, while some were
dropped by the authori-
ties," he explained.

Three special observers-
Yogendra Tripathy, Vivek
Johri and B. Murli Kumar
-- held separate meetings
with poll officials and dis-
trict magistrates to review
the preparations for the
February 16 elections, he
said.

The special observers
also met with representa-
tives of enforcement agen-
cies, such as excise, nar-
cotics, and customs, to dis-
cuss ways to keep a check
on illegal activities, the
CEO added.

‘Youth will be biggest 
beneficiaries of a developed India’

New Delhi, Jan 25 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said on
Wednesday the youth will
be the biggest beneficiar-
ies of a developed India
and the biggest responsi-
bility to build it also rests
on their shoulders.

Addressing National
Cadet Corps (NCC) cadets
and National Service
Scheme (NSS) volunteers
who will be part of the
Republic Day parade,
Modi said they represent
the country's aspirations
and dreams in the ongoing
"amrit kaal".

He said there are a lot of
opportunities for young-
sters in the country as

India is work-
ing for the fu-
ture of the
entire world
in sectors
ranging from
space to envi-
ronment.

He said it
was encour-
aging to see
youngsters
taking part in
various pro-
grammes in
i n c r e a s i n g
numbers.

The NCC and NSS link
the young generations
with national aims, he
said, adding that his gov-
ernment has been work-
ing to encourage and ex-

pand their
activities.

He noted
that different
challeng es
come up in
border and
coastal areas
and special
training is
being given
so that the
youth can
play the role
of "first re-
sponders", if
needed.

The prime minister said
his government has been
working on making bor-
der areas vibrant by boost-
ing development and cre-
ating various facilities

there.
The idea is to empower

the young population and
create better avenues for
education and employ-
ment so that people return
to these villages, he said.

Modi asked them to
work with "team spirit",
saying success is always
achieved with efforts of
many people.

Referring to India's
presidency of G20, he
asked youngsters to read
about it and discuss
among themselves in
schools and colleges.

He also asked them to
take part in different on-
going programmes and
cited the example of
"Swachh Bharat".
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