
Leopardess dead
NNaaggppuurr::  A leopardess that
went missing last week
from her enclosure in the
Balasaheb Thackeray
Gorewada International
Zoological Park in
Maharashtra’s Nagpur has
been found dead, an offi-
cial said on Thursday. A
cage had been installed on
Sunday to trap the missing
leopardess, called
‘Chandni’, but her body
was found within the zoo
premises on Monday
morning, he said.

Gunfight
MMeeddiinniinnaaggaarr::  A gunfight
broke out between security
forces and Naxals in
Jharkhand’s Palamu dis-
trict on Thursday, police
said. Acting on a tip-off
that some members of the
banned Tritiya Sammelan
Prastuti Committee (TSPC)
had assembled at a  forest
in the Manatu police sta-
tion area, an operation was
started by CRPF and the
district police.

Earthquake 
JJaammmmuu::  An earthquake of
3.2 magnitude hit Jammu
and Kashmir on
Thursday but there was
no loss of life or damage
to property, officials
said. The epicentre of
the earthquake, which
occurred at 12.4 pm, was
the Doda area in the
Jammu region, they said.

BRIEF

Tribal artists in traditional
attire take part in a 

procession during the 45th
‘Kokborok Day’, in Agartala,

Thursday.
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NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJaann  1199  ((PPTTII))::

The Supreme Court
Collegium has reiterated its
November 11, 2021 recommen-
dation for appointing senior
advocate Saurabh Kirpal, an
openly gay person, as a judge
of the Delhi High Court, reject-
ing the Centre’s contention
that though homosexuality
stands decriminalised in India,
same-sex marriage is still
bereft of recognition.

The three-member
Collegium headed by Chief
Justice of India DY

Chandrachud and also com-
prising Justices S K Kaul and K
M Joseph, said the proposal for
appointment of Kirpal as a
judge of the high court has
been pending for over five
years and needs to be
processed expeditiously.

“In this backdrop, the
Collegium resolves to reiterate
its recommendation dated 11
November, 2021 for appoint-
ment of Shri Saurabh Kirpal as
a Judge of the Delhi High Court
which needs to be processed
expeditiously,” said a state-
ment uploaded on the apex

court website. Kirpal is the son
of former Chief Justice of India
B N Kirpal. “The recommenda-
tion unanimously made by the
Collegium of the Delhi High
Court on October 13, 2017 and
approved by the Supreme
Court Collegium on November
11, 2021 has been referred
back to us on November 25,
2022 for reconsideration in
light of the observations made
in the file,” it noted.

The Collegium’s statement
lauded Kirpal for being open
about his sexual orientation,
saying it “goes to his credit”

that he has not been surrepti-
tious about it. “From the letters
of the Research & Analysis
Wing (R&AW) dated April 11,
2019 and March 18, 2021, it
appears that there are two
objections to the recommenda-
tion which was made by the
Collegium of this court on
November 11, 2021 approving
the name of Shri Saurabh
Kirpal namely: (i) the partner
of Shri Saurabh Kirpal is a
Swiss national, and (ii) he is in
an intimate relationship and is
open about his sexual orienta-
tion,” the apex court statement

said. The statement quoted the
letter of the Union Law
Minister dated April 1, 2021
that though homosexuality
stands de-criminalised in India,
nonetheless same-sex mar-
riage still remains bereft of
recognition either in codified
statutory law or uncodified
personal law in India.

“Moreover, it has been stat-
ed that the candidate’s ‘ardent
involvement and passionate
attachment to the cause of
gay-rights’ would not rule out
the possibility of bias and prej-
udice,” the statement said.

New Delhi, Jan 19 (PTI):
The Supreme Court on
Thursday refused to enter-
tain the plea of US tech
giant Google against an
order of the National
Company Law Appellate
Tribunal (NCLAT) refus-
ing an interim stay on the
competition regulator im-
posing a Rs 1,337 crore
penalty on it.

A bench of Chief
Justice DY Chandrachud
and Justices PS
Narasimha and J B
Pardiwala granted the US
firm seven days to deposit
10 per cent of the penalty
imposed by the
Competition Commission
of India (CCI). The top
court asked the NCLAT to
decide Google’s appeal
against the competition

regulator’s order by
March 31 this year. The
US firm has been asked to
approach the NCLAT
within three working
days from Thursday for
seeking adjudication on
its appeal against the CCI
order.

The NCLAT had on
January 4 refused to
grant an interim stay on
the order of the competi-
tion regulator and asked
Google to deposit 10 per
cent of the penalty
amount. The NCLAT had
admitted the search
giant’s challenge to the
CCI slapping a Rs 1,337.76
crore fine for abusing the
dominant position of its
Android smartphone op-
erating system in the
country.

New Delhi, Jan 19 (PTI):

The country’s top
wrestlers on Thursday
vowed to intensify their
protest, saying the govern-
ment has given them an
assurance but no “satisfac-
tory response” and they

will lodge multiple FIRs
against WFI President Brij
Bhushan Sharan Singh if
the Wrestling Federation
of India is not disbanded
immediately.

The wrestlers, who have
accused the WFI President
of sexual exploitation and

intimidation, continued
their dharna for the sec-
ond day as more grapplers
joined them in what they
called was a fight to give “a
new life to Indian
wrestling.”

Three-time CWG medal-
list and BJP leader Babita
Phogat came to the protest
site with a “message” from
the government and as-
sured the grapplers that
their demands will be met

as the athletes took turn to
share their bad experi-
ences.

Tokyo Olympics silver
medallist Ravi Dahiya
pleaded for more support
while young Anshu Malik
narrated how WFI
President’s presence in the
players’ hotel in Bulgaria
during the world junior
championship last year
made the women wrestlers
uncomfortable.

School bus 
conductor held for

raping 5-year-old girl
BBiillaassppuurr,,  JJaann  1199  ((PPTTII)):: A five-
year-old girl was raped
allegedly by her school bus
conductor in Chhattisgarh’s
Mungeli district, a police offi-
cial said on Thursday. The inci-
dent took place on January 17
when the 41-year-old accused
walked the child home after
she alighted from the school
bus at her designated halt,
Mungeli Superintendent of
Police Chandramohan Singh
said. “There were three women
teachers and other children on
board. The accused sexually
assaulted the child while drop-
ping her home from the bus
halt. The child complained of
pain in her private parts and
her mother took her to a doc-
tor, who found bleeding in the
private parts,” he said.

“The parents approached
police, and the accused was
held within two hours of a case
being registered. 

New Delhi, Jan 19 (PTI):

Delhi Commission for
Women chairperson Swati
Maliwal on Thursday al-
leged she was molested by
an inebriated man and
dragged by his car for 10-15
metres outside AIIMS
with her hand stuck in the
vehicle’s window as he
drove on.

A 47-year-old man living
in south Delhi’s Sangam
Vihar has been arrested
following the incident
which took place in the
early hours of the day.

The DCW chief said she
was out in the night to in-
spect the state of women
security in Delhi along
with her team, in the wake

of the Kanjhawla hit-and-
drag incident in which a
20-year-old woman was
dragged to death while
trapped under a car in the
national capital.

Maliwal’s team was
with her during the in-
spection, although it was
stationed at some distance.

“Last night, I was in-
specting the situation of
women safety in Delhi. A
car driver, in an inebriated
condition, harassed me
and when I caught hold of
him, he rolled up the win-
dow pane on my hand and
dragged me along. God
saved my life. If the chair-
person of the women’s
commission is not safe in
Delhi, one can then imag-

ine the situation,” she
tweeted about the incident
in Hindi. “While on the in-
spection, a man molested
me and dragged me with
his car. If the DCW chief
isn’t safe in Delhi, one can
imagine how unsafe Delhi
is for women,” Maliwal
said.

Later, the DCW issued a
statement saying Maliwal
was standing at a bus stop
on Ring Road opposite
AIIMS when the car ap-
proached her.

“The driver rolled down
the window and asked her
to sit in the car but she re-
fused. The man stared at
her for sometime and left
the spot but again ap-
proached her after a while.

Unhappy with government assurance without action,
wrestlers ready to lodge FIR against WFI President

Wrestlers Vinesh Phogat, Sakshi Malik, Bajrang Punia,
Deepak Punia and Ravi Dahiya during their ‘dharna’ to
protest against the Wrestling Federation of India (WFI),
at Jantar Mantar in New Delhi, Thursday.

WFI Emergency General Council in Ayodhya
It has been learnt that the Wrestling Federation of India (WFI) has
called for an Emergency General Council in Ayodhya on Sunday to
discuss the issue. “Yes, a meeting has been called and future
course of action will be discussed. I can’t say if WFI President will
resign or not. It needs to be discussed,” said a WFI official.
According to the National Sports Code, a person may serve as
President, and thereby on the Board, of the NOC/NSF for up to
three terms or 12 years with or without break, after the completion
of which tenure as President, the person shall not be entitled to
return as an office bearer or Board member of the NSF.

Android dominance 

SC refuses to entertain Google’s
plea against NCLAT order

Delhi women’s panel chief
dragged by car for 10-15 metres 

SC Collegium reiterates recommendation to
appoint sr advocate Saurabh Kirpal as HC judge
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Bhilai, Jan 19: SAIL
Swarna Jayanti Volleyball
Championship took off at
Volleyball Complex in
Pant Stadium, Bhilai on
January 18,2023 with
Bhilai Steel Plant beating
SAIL Unit Ranchi 2-0, SSP
Salem beating Corporate
Office 2-0, BSL beating
CMO, Kolkata 2-0 & DSP
beating RSP 2-1 in the first
four matches played on the
first day.

The four-day
Championship was inau-
gurated by Director In
charge, Bhilai Steel Plant,
Anirban Dasgupta in pres-
ence of Executive
Directors, senior officers,
members of the Plant's
Sports, Culture & Civic
Amenities Dept and vol-

leyball enthusiasts of the
steel city. As many as 11
teams representing all
SAIL units are playing in
this championship.

Supela Police take community policing initiative ‘Rubaru’

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 19: On the in-
structions of
Superintendent of Police
(Durg) Dr Abhishek
Pallava and under the
guidance of Additional
Superintendent of Police
(city) Sanjay Dhruv and
City Superintendent of
Police (Bhilai Nagar)
Nikhil Rakhecha, the
team of Supela Police
Station led by Inspector

Durgesh Sharma
launched a unique com-
munity policing initiative
"Rubaru".

The purpose of
"Rubaru" is to create di-
rect contact between the
police and the common
people and to remove the
fear and hesitation from
their minds to approach
the police. In order to
make this initiative suc-
cessful, the limits of
Supela Police Station have

been divided into a total of
06 beats. Officers / person-
nel have been deployed in
each beat. Through the
"Rubaru" programme,
cops are trying to immedi-
ately resolve the problems
of people.

On Wednesday, the
Rubaru event was organ-
ised at RashneAwas in
Kosanala Nehru Nagar.
Cops interacted directly
with the people and heard
their complaints. The

complaints were resolved
promptly. A large number
of locals attended the pro-
gramme to take advantage
of the police services.

Cops accompanied by
locals inspected the places
where anti-social ele-
ments used to hang out.
Along with this, a plan has
been prepared to install
CCTV cameras. Supela po-
lice will continue to organ-
ise such meetings under
the "Rubaru" programme.

Students of Rungta Dental College secure
Top Position in Ayush University Exam 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 19: Pt
DeenDayal Upadhyay
Memorial Ayush
University of Raipur CG
announced their BDS re-
sults for 2nd, 3rd& 4th year
respectively. The students
from Rungta college of
Dental Science & Research,
Sanjay Rungta Group of
Institution topped the list.

The Ayush University of

Raipur CG includes 6
Dental Colleges in CG;
whose result was an-
nounced among which the
students of RCDSR entered
the top- 10 list; 6 students
from BDS 2nd& 3rd& 7stu-
dents from BDS final year
secured their positions in
top-10 list. The chairman of
institute Sanjay Rungta
congratulated the students
& faculties for the over-
whelming academic per-
formance. He also empha-
sized on the fact that
RCDSR has consistently
given toppers in CG. The
Dean of The institute Dr
Karthik Krishna M also
congratulated the students

for their excellent perform-
ance. He credited this
achievement to the excel-
lent infrastructure & dedi-
cated faculties. In BDS 2nd
year,Aarushi Shrivastav,
Mansi Chandak secured
the 1st position along with
Danish 

Khan &Pritha Roy se-
cured the 2nd& 3rd position
respectively.In BDS 3rd
year,1st position was
bagged by Vatsala Singh,
2ndMehak Agrawal & 3rd
by Amrita Bhasani.In BDS
final year, Mansi Anil
Tambade, Deeksha Naik &
Sakshi Sharan topped the
university with 1st ,2nd&
3rd position respectively.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 19:
Considering the repeated
complaints of increasing
pollution in Rasmada,
Home and PWD Minister
TamradhwajSahu chaired
a meeting of industry rep-
resentatives and rural peo-
ple in the presence of ad-
ministrative officials on
Wednesday. Efforts were
made to solve the problem
of dust and smoke in
Rasmada.

Collector Pushpendra
Kumar Meena was also
present in the meeting.
The Minister said that the
industries should ensure
that the problem of dust
and smoke is completely
eradicated. The adminis-
tration should also contin-
uously monitor the situa-
tion and take strict action

in case of violations.
The Home Minister

asked the officials to con-
duct surprise checks even
at night and see whether
the machines installed for
prevention of pollution
are working or not. The
Collector said that officials
of the Environment
Department would be di-
rected for regular inspec-
tion at night. Along with
this, the team of the
Revenue Department will
also monitor the situation
separately and take feed-
back from the villagers
regularly.

It was decided in the
meeting that the old ma-
chines should be replaced
with new machines. At
regular intervals, the offi-
cials of the Environment
Board will check the pollu-
tion situation. The deci-

sion to remove the en-
croachment on the indus-
trial land was also taken.

The Minister said that
for establishment of in-
dustry, it is mandatory to
plant trees in 33 percent
area. The officials must
ensure that the norms are
followed by the industries.
The Minister instructed
CSIDC officials to review

the roads and other basic
infrastructure in the in-
dustrial area and improve
it.

The villagers said that
maximum employment
opportunities should be
given to the local people in
these industries, but this
rule is not being imple-
mented. The Minister
asked the 146 industrial

units to give information
about the employment
given to the local people
within five days.

Along with this, he also
said that the industrial
units should also tell how
they have done CSR activi-
ties in the last five years
and how much money
they have spent on CSR.
The Minister said that in-
dustrial clusters should
take maximum participa-
tion for local development
and give maximum benefit
of employment opportuni-
ties to the local people.

It was also decided in
the meeting that industri-
al units will also cooperate
in removing road dust. For
this, the Industrial
Association will constitute
a committee and this com-
mittee will work to remove
road dust.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 19: A three-
month training on Sisal
art for women in
Marodabasti being organ-
ised by SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant as part of CSR pro-
gramme for empowering
women in peripheral vil-
lages was inaugurated by
CGM (Personnel) Nisha
Soni on January 18, 2023.

In her inaugural ad-

dress, Soni said there is a
great demand for handi-
crafts in the country and
such training pro-
grammes are designed to
train women so that they
can earn their own liveli-
hood.

The 25 women who are
being trained in sisal art
would also be given Rs
3000 per month as stipend.
Addressing participants of
the training programme,

Sheorajan, GM (CSR)
urged them to carefully
learn the skills of sisal art
as it would enable them to
supplement their family
income and stand on their
own feet.

He also appealed to
them to encourage other
womenfolk to learn the
art. The inaugural func-
tion was coordinated by
Sushil Kamde, Senior
Manager (CSR).

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 19: Under the
R a m a y a n a
M a n d a l i P r o t s a h a n
Yojana, Manasgaan
Competitions are being or-
ganized from Gram
Panchayat level to State
level. Home Minister
TamradhwajSahu was
present as Chief Guest on
the second day of the
Janpad level Manasgaan
competition being organ-
ised in village Hanoda.

24 participating groups
gave their presentation on
the day. In his address,
TamradhwajSahu said
that Chhattisgarh has
deep respect for Lord Ram
and Ramayana. Similarly,
Manas singing is an an-
cient and special tradition
in Chhattisgarh.

Ramayana Gayan is or-
ganized in a different
manner in Chhattisgarh
which is not seen in the
whole country.
Arrangements have been
made by the state govern-
ment to organize its com-
petition and give cash
prizes to encourage this
tradition.

Under the leadership of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, serious efforts
have been started to pre-
serve and promote the glo-
rious culture of
Chhattisgarh. The festi-
vals like Hareli, Teeja and
Pola are being celebrated
at the government level.

The state government
has also developed the am-
bitious project of Ram
Van Gaman Paryatan
Paripath. The state is also

promoting traditional
games of Chhattisgarh.
Holidays have been de-
clared on Hareli,
H a r i t a l i k a T e e j ,
ChhercheraPunni -
Shakambhari Jayanti,
Karma Jayanti, World
Tribal Day and Chhath
Puja. Ramayana explains

the right way to live life,
Sahu added.

District Panchayat
President Shalani Yadav
said that the Manasgaan
competition is being or-
ganized in the entire state
by the Government of
Chhattisgarh with the aim
of spreading awareness

about Shri Ramchandra ji
and Mata Kaushalya's re-
lationship with
Chhattisgarh.

On this occasion,
District Panchayat
P r e s i d e n t
ShalaniRivendra Yadav,
Janpad Panchayat
President Devendra
Deshmukh, Agriculture
Chairman Yogita
Chandrakar, Janpad Vice
President Jhamit
Gaikwad, Janpad Member
BudhwantinMadhurkar,
Janpad Member Ajay
Vaishnav, Rivendra Yadav,
Rohit Sahu, DilipSahu,
Govardhan Barle,
Sarpanch Tejram Chandel,
Deputy Sarpanch Praveen
Chandrakar and others
were present. Khilendra
Kumar Yadav compeered
the programme.

Youth die in suspicious condition
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 19: A 25-year-
old youth died in suspi-
cious condition at Bihari
Mohalla of Shardapara in
Chhawani Police Station
limits on the intervening
night of Thursday. The de-
ceased was identified as
Satish Chaudhary (25) son
of Jawaharlal Chaudhary
a resident of Camp-2,
Shardapara.

On information, police
reached the spot and inves-
tigations were launched.
Prima facie it appears that
the drunken youth had ac-
cidentally fallen from the
roof. After preparing an in-
quest, police sent the body
for autopsy.

CSP Prabhat Kumar
(IPS) informed that they
have quizzed the relatives
to explore the circum-
stances in which the youth

died. According to the rela-
tives, the deceased Satish
Chaudhary had attended a

function at neighbour's
place on Wednesday
evening.

Satish and his maternal
uncle Amit Chaudhary
had consumed liquor in
the party after which they
went to sleep at his mater-
nal uncle's room on the
first floor of the house.
They had slept in the same
room on Wednesday late
evening.

On Thursday morning,
Satish was found lying
dead on the street. He had
suffered a fatal injury on
head and his pants zip was
also open. It is suspected
that Satish would have
come out to attend nature's
call.

He would have failed to
judge that there was no
railing on the gallery adja-
cent to the room and would
have fallen down on the
ground. Police have lodged
a case and all the possible
angles of the case are
being minutely examined.
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Bhilai, Jan 19: A sports
coach was seriously in-
jured in a road accident
which occurred in Bhilai
Township on Wednesday.
The sports coach was
moving on his scooter and
was hit by the rashly mov-
ing car of a school teacher.

After the accident, the
injured was rushed to
Sector-9 hospital in the
teacher's car. This acci-
dent occurred near Sector-
10 New Civic Center. For
better treatment of the in-
jured sports coach, a
green corridor was creat-
ed to shift the victim to
Raipur.

As the condition of in-
jured sports coach

Krishna Kumar Dasmana
was critical, the doctors at
Sector 9 Hospital referred
him to Shri Narayana
Hospital in Raipur.
Considering the traffic
congestion and bad condi-

tion of roads, it was neces-
sary to create a green cor-
ridor for shifting the pa-
tient.

The sports officer of
Bhilai Steel Plant contact-
ed Senior Councilor

Vashishtha Narayan
Mishra after which
Mishra coordinated with
CSP Nikhil Rakhecha
(IPS) to create a green cor-
ridor. The patient was
shifted to the Raipur
Hospital and a successful
surgery has also been per-
formed. His condition was
stated to be stable.

According to the infor-
mation, the injured
Krishna Kumar Dasmana
is an international boxing
coach. He was on his way
to attend a meeting at
Bhilai Niwas when the ac-
cident occurred. The
school teacher with the
help of students immedi-
ately rushed the injured
sports coach to Sector-9
Hospital in her own car.

Green corridor created to shift
injured sports coach to Raipur

Chhattisgarh has great respect for Lord
Ram and Ramayana: Tamradhwaj Sahu

Sisal Art training programme organised
for women in Maroda Basti

Industries asked to take effective steps 
for pollution control in Rasmada

The administration will monitor the situation even at night

Mansi Chandak, Aarushi
Shrivastava, Vatsala
Singh, Mansi Anil
Tambade Top the 
university merit list

SAIL Swarna Jayanti Volleyball
Championship takes off in Bhilai
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RRaaiippuurr,,  JJaann  1199::  An importat
meeting of ‘Hath se Hath jodo’
was held in the presence of in-
charge of the campaign and
former Union Minister Arun
Yadav and PCC Chief Mohan
Markam in Rajiv Bhavan here
on Thursday. In this discus-
sions were held for the prepa-
rations and strategy related to
the campaign starting from 
Jan 26.

Addressing the meeting in-
charge of this campaign and
former Union Minister Arun
Yadav  said that Rahul Gandhi
is one such person who has
created history. In order to
restore unity and botherhood
in the country he has travelled
so far 3700 kms on foot and
worked to unite and link people
from different walks of life.
This will not only be written in
history in the country, but
entire world. This ‘Padyatra’
starting from ‘Kanyakumari’
will concluded in J&K. In the
beginning of this campaign,
people were doubtful about it,
but now it has got historical
success and support of people.
So far the journey has covered
Kerala, Karnataka,
Maharashtra, Andhra, MP,
Rajasthan, Haryana and it

received tremendous response
from the people. It will con-
clude in Kashmir on Jan 30 with
flag-hoisting. 

It is in order to handle the
BJP’s effort to create differ-
ences and divisions in society
and religions that Rahul Gandhi
took this ‘Hath se Hath Jodo’
and ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’. AICC is
serious about this campaign
and through this campaign we
have to reach out to last person
in all the villages. The works
and achievements of the
Chhattisgarh government is
being followed in other states
and here the cost per quintal of
paddy on MSP is the highest in
the country and apart from this
cow-dung and cow’s urine is
being purchased, strengthen-
ing the rural economy. The
people of different cells of
Congress will now have to take
up responsibility for this cam-
paign and take state govern-
ment’s schemes to villages and
the people.  PCC Chief Mohan

Markam said that for the suc-
cess of the two-month long
‘Hath se Hath Jodo Yatra’ cam-
paign we all have to hold meet-
ings at district and block level.
Before Jan 26, all the in-
charges will have to tour the
districts and spread the mes-
sage of Rahul Gandhi, state
government’s works of last
four years under CM Bhupesh
Baghel’s leadership; failures of
the central government; true
character of BJP in context of
reservation issue and others
before the general public. In
every block, we have to cover
10 kms and in all 307 blocks
should cover 3000 kms, he
added. Markam informed that
this ‘Jan Samvad’ programme
will be expansion of ‘Bharat
Jodo Yatra’ and it will start
from Jan 26 and continue for 2
months. The foot-march will be
conducted by the Block
Congress Committee (BCCs)
and to lead this ‘Padyatra’, one
or two senior party leaders will

be appointed and names will be
sent to AICC. This massive foot-
march campaign will cover all
the Gram Panchayats, villages,
polling centres  and would take
up the failures of Modi led gov-
ernment at the Centre and
pending reservation bill and
other issues before general
public. The Yatra will be held at
village, block, district and
state-level, where a massive
rally will be taken out in its con-
clusion and would be addressed
by Congress President, ex-
Congress President, and lead-
ers of national level. At state-
level there will be youth centric
programme and entire ‘Yatra’
will shown on LED screen and in
this there will be performance
by singers, artists, social media
influencers. It is under leader-
ship of Priyanka Gandhi
Vadhera that a ‘Mahila March’
will be taken out in the capital
city and she would conclude
this ‘Yatra’ by releasing
woman’s manifesto.

‘Hath se Hath Jodo Yatra’ to promote
objectives of ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’ 

Would also high-
light achievements
of state govt; fail-
ures of central govt
and pending reser-
vation bill etc

To conclude in capi-
tal city with release
of woman’s mani-
festo by Priyanka
Gandhi

Raipur, Jan 19: Nearly
3000 junior doctors have
gone on strike from
Thursday in Chhattisgarh
in support of their de-
mand for hike in stipend.
With posters in their
hands Junior Doctors from
Raipur to Bastar are stag-
ing demonstration. The
strike has affected OPD
and emergency services.
Junior doctors from
Raipur, Sarguja, Kanker,
Jagdalpur, Raigarh and
Rajnandgaon government
medical colleges have
begun strike.

With beginning of strike
the junior doctors in
state’s largest hospital Dr

Bhimrao Ambedkar
Memorial Hospital, affili-
ated to Pt Jawaharlal
Nehru Medical College
Raipur have stopped their
work. They are not con-
ducting the check up of pa-
tients. Dr Rakesh Gupta,
President of the Indian
Medical Association also
reached to support them.
He justified this step of
junior doctors and said
that soon the health de-
partment should take a de-
cision regarding them.

According to Dr Prem
Chowdhary, president of
the Junior Doctors’
Association, junior doc-
tors of the state get

stipend less than other
states like MP and
Jharkhand. Unlike
Chhattisgarh the bonds of
4 years are not filled in any
state, he said, adding that
stipend has not been in-
creased in the last 4 years.

Nearly 3000 junior doc-
tors in the state study in
government medical col-
leges in different districts
besides treating people.
Junior Doctors
Association President Dr
Prem Chowdhary said
that OPD and emergency
services were stopped in
strike since Thursday.
Junior doctors said that
they will not check even a

single patient until their
demand was fulfilled.

Since the major respon-
sibility of examining the
patients rests with the jun-
ior doctors, their strike
caused inconvenience to
the patients coming to hos-
pitals for treatment.
Interns, bonded doctors

and medical allege stu-
dents have also joined the
strike.

On the other hand,
Health Minister TS
Singhdeo has termed the
doctors’ strike as wrong.
He said that doctors were
being given incentives
along with salary.

Junior doctors go on strike in Chhattisgarh

CRICKET-FANS

There was huge presence of cricket fans outside the exit gate demarcated for entry of cricket players from India
and New Zealand at the Swami Vivekanand Airport along with portrait of Virat Kohli and his wife at the 
background.

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJaann  1199::  Out Patient
Department (OPD) was oper-
ated at Dr Bhimrao Ambedkar
Memorial Hospital affiliated
to Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru
Government Medical College,
Raipur. Senior doctors han-
dled the OPD arrangements
in their respective depart-
ments. A total of 1251
patients were registered and
treated in the OPDs of all the
departments today.

Presently 805 patients are
admitted in the hospital. On
Thursday 12 major operations
took place in Major OT. Minor
operations were also per-
formed in the minor OTs of
other departments. 

One major operation and
four general procedures were
done in oncosurgery wjereas
two cardiac procedures and

29 echo, five TMT and 17 ECG
tests were done in the
Cathlab of the Cardiology
Department. Five normal
deliveries and nine cesarean
deliveries took place in the
Department of Gynecology
and Obstetrics from 8 am to 6
pm. Junior and senior resi-
dents and in-service doctors
are rendering their services
along with senior doctors in
emergency, trauma and other
wards. Medical
Superintendent of the hospi-
tal, Dr SBS Netam said that
keeping in view the interests
of the patients, the OPD was
run smoothly by senior doc-
tors with the help of nursing
and other paramedical staff.
Alternative arrangements are
being made with the help of
senior doctors so that the
treatment of patients in the
hospital continues uninter-
rupted.

1251 patients treated in Ambedkar Hospital OPD
12 major operations
done in Major OT

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJaann  1199::  In view of
increasing incidents of stabbing,
loot, thefts etc in the capital city,
the police is now on the action
mode. For the first time the
police nabbed 160 goons from
Raipur and took out their parade
in the public. The Raipur police
carried out surprise checking
since Thursday morning in many
thanas and in this along with a
female don, they nabbed 160
accused involved in some or the
other crime. The police in its
action seized knives, button
knives, sharp –edged weapons,
Ganja and other intoxicating
materials from their possession
and all accused were brought to
District Court on foot in the form
of rally from Civil Lines police

thana. It is notable here that
incidents of crime are on the rise
in the capital city over the last
few months and among which
highest of the stabbing and Arms
Act crime took place. So it is in
view of increasing crime inci-
dents in capital city that the
police conducted surprise raids
in Purani Basti thana area, Civil
Lines thana, Azad Chowk thana,
Vidhan Sabha, Urla, Kotwali
thana and in sub-division thanas.

During his the police raided
the people with history of being
involved in incidents like stab-
bing, drug supply, thefts etc in
chowks, housing board colonies
and other sensitive localities and
nabbed history-sheeters, goons
and anti-social elements
involved in petty crime. The
police staff of every thana along
with officers took to streets and
during this whosoever with
crime records came forward was
nabbed. At the same time the
missing criminals were asked in
their houses to be present in the
thana without fail at the earliest.
During this around 160 persons
having criminal background or
involvement in some or the other
crime were nabbed. The police

also seized the sharp weapons,
knives and intoxicating materials
from the houses of these crimi-
nals and history-sheeters. In this
drive, two Addl.SPs,  8 DSPs, 20
TIs, 80 constables and ACCU
were involved. In this action by
the police, a total of 60 accused
were nabbed from Thana
Telibandha, Pandri,Civil Lines,
Khamardih, Vidhan Sabha, Urla,
Khamtarai, DD Nagar, Purani
Basti, Tikrapara,Golebazar, Ganj,
Dharshiwa, New Rajendra Nagar,
Kotwali, Moudhapara, Azad,
Chowk, Saraswati Nagar,
Amanaka thana and took action
against them under Arms Act of
owing knives (this included his-
tory sheeters and old criminals
like Mukesh Baniya and others).
From Telibandha thana one
accused was booked under sec-
tion 34 (2) of Excise Act; from
Gudhiyari thana a woman was
nabbed with 3 Kg ‘Ganja’; four
accused were nabbed from DD
Nagar thana with 6 kg ‘Ganja’
and two cars used in the crime;
from Tikrapara thana two
accused (one woman) with 3 Kg
’Ganja’ was nabbed; from Kabir
Nagar thana-3 accused / one
minor was nabbed with 7 Kg
‘ganja’; from New Bus Stand area
one accused was nabbed with
‘ganja’. In this way 12 accused
were nabbed with total 15 kg
‘ganja’ and along with this 1 four
–wheeler, 1 two-wheeler and
half-a-dozen mobile phones  and
action was taken under the
Narcotics Act in respective
thanas. 

160 goons, history-sheeters nabbed in various crime

Raipur, Jan 19: The
cricket players of team
India and New Zealand
arrived here on
Thursday evening for the
one-day International
match to be oragnised on
Jan 21. The cricket play-
ers will be staying in
Hotel Courtyard by
Marriot. It is notable
here that BCCI has de-
clared the Indian team
for the three One-Day

International series
against New Zealand.
The team India will be
lead by Rohit Sharma
and it is the second One-
Day Int’nl match will be
played in Raipur on Jan
21.

The timing of slot for
practice of the New
Zealand cricket team to-
morrow is around 3:00

pm to 5:00 pm and that of
Indian cricket team it is
optional from 5:00 pm to
8:00 pm. The pitch cura-
tor and other prepara-
tions for the one-day in-
ternational has already
being completed and it
has been made as fast-
pitch for good score from
either side.

The list of Indian team

probables is - Rohit
Sharma (Captain),
Shubham Gill, Ishan
Kishan, Virat Kohali,
Suryakumar Yadva, KS
Barat (Wicket-keeper),
Hardik Pandaya  (Vice
Captain), Washington
Sunder, Shahbaz Ahmed,
Shardul Thakur,
Yujvendra Chahal,
Kuldeep Yadav,
Mohammed Shami,

Mohammed Siraj and
Umran Malik.

The probables of New
Zealand team are : Tom
Latham (Captain), Finn
Alen, Micheal Bracewel,
Mark Ch ampman,
Davon Convey, Jacob
Dafi, Loukie Furgueson,
Deril Michael, Henery
Nicolas, Glen Philips,
Michael Sentnar, Henery
Shipley and Ish Sodhi.

India’s, New Zealand cricket team arrives

Police take out their
parade and pro-
duced them in court

Total 15 Kg ‘Ganja’
seized from 12
accused; knives,
sharp-edged
weapons also seized

For the 2nd one-day
Int’nl match on 
Jan 21

Teams to practice
today at Int’nl
Cricket Stadium in
Parsada

Raipur, Jan 19: The capital
police is also acting tough
on the drug peddlers and
inter-state smugglers active
and has put up informers
and strengthen its pa-
trolling as per instructions
by SSP Prashant Agrawal.
In this context, DD Nagar
police station got informa-
tion that two four-wheelers
coming from Bhilai to
Raipura are carrying
‘ganja’ in it and stopping
the two vehicles seized 7.100
‘Ganja’ with total cost of as-
sets worth Rs 10.70 lakhs. It
was Addl. SP (City-crime)
Abhishekh Maheshwari,

Addl.SP (W) DC Patel, City
SP Purani Basti Rajesh
Choudharyand TI DD
Nagar inspector Kumar
Gaurav Sahu to nab the ac-
cused red-handed. As per
instructions, TI along with
DD Nagar police team
erected check-posts and
checked the vehicles cross-

ing. During this the team as
per tip from informer found
the vehicle with registra-
tion number coming to-
wards Raipur at
Indraprastha Gate and
stopped it.

In both the two four-
wheelers two persons were
sitting and on inquiry dis-
closed their names as
Kuldeep Singh, Sonu Singh,
Deepak Mazumdar and
Lucky Singh, R/o Durg and
Raipur. The police team
conducted search of the ve-
hicle and found 7.100 Kg
‘Ganja’ packed in plastic
bags. The two cars used in
smuggling of ‘ganja’ were
Cruise car bearing No.
CG07 BG 9951 and an i-10
bearing No. CG 07 – M 0 4425
and entire cost of ‘Ganja’
and car is around Rs 10.70
lakh.

‘Ganja’ and costly cars worth Rs 10.70 lakh seized
Four smugglers
nabbed; were com-
ing from Bhilai,
stopped at Raipura

Raipur, Jan 19: In case of
blast in the scrap dealers
godown in  Santoshi
Nagar area, a 10 yr old boy
is reported to have died
and two other persons suf-
fered injuries. The case is
that of Tikapara thana.

As per reports in this re- gard, there is a big godown of scrap behind Shubham

Mart in Santoshi Nagar
area. Due to some chemi-
cal reaction, the blast took
place and coming under
its effect, a 10 yr old boy
died on the spot and two
others got injured and are
reported to be serious.
Both have been admitted
in AIIMS for treatment.
The Tikrapara police on
getting information about
this incident, reached the
site and started investiga-
tion.

One dies, two other injured in a blast
Which took place in
scrap material
godown
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Jagdalpur, Jan 19: The
demand to stop the process
of privatization of
Nagarnar Steel Plant is
now taking ground form.
Sarpanch and sarpanch
unions of village panchay-
ats have started getting or-
ganized along with labor
organizations to protest
against privatization. The
Sarpanch Sangh has start-
ed preparations for organ-
izing special gram sabhas
in the land-affected pan-

chayats. It is being told
that special Gram Sabhas
are being organized on

January 20 in Chokwada,
Kasturi, Upanpal, Bijaput,
Karanpur, Amaguda,

Manganpur.
Similarly, special Gram

Sabhas will be organized
on January 22 in
Nagarnar, Madpal, Bahni
and Dhanpunji. Trade
unions are preparing to
protest against the privati-
zation of Nagarnar Steel
Plant. The real reason for
all this commotion is a
news. Quoting sources, it
was reported that the
process of privatization of
Nagarnar Steel Plant is
going to take place in
Calcutta on January 26.
Because of this news,
trade unions, sarpanch
unions and villagers have
started coming forward=
to protest.

Special Gram Sabhas to be organised from Jan 20 and 22 

Takathpur, Jan 19: A re-
view meeting of govern-
ment officials commences
in village Khapri of
Takhatpur Assembly
Constituency in Bilaspur
district was held under
chairmanship of CM
Bhupesh Baghel here on
Thursday. In the meeting,
officials have been direct-
ed to hold camps in the vil-
lages to issue caste certifi-
cates. This was part of the
ongoing Bhent-Mulaqat
programme at Takhatpur
Assembly Constituency,
village Khapri, Bilaspur
district.

During review of Haat
Bazaar Clinic Yojana in
the meeting, the officials
informed that there are 20
Haat Bazaars marked in
the district. They were di-
rected to arrange for a suf-
ficient number of vehicles
for Haat Bazaar Clinic
Yojana. About
Bhoomiheen Shramik
Nyay Yojana, officials in-
formed that 34873 people
have registered under the

scheme, and they are re-
ceiving the benefits.
Regarding Gauthan,
Takhatpur CEO informed
that 82 Gauhans are oper-
ating in the block.

In the meeting, District
Education Officer gave in-
formation about the re-
pair, renovation and paint-
ing of school buildings.
Instructions were given re-
garding the renovation of
the school buildings.
Instructions were given to
EE of Irrigation
Department for quick dis-
posal of the pending com-
pensation case of canals.

Information regarding
FRA lease was taken from
the Assistant
Commissioner Tribal
Development Department
and it was directed to hold
camps and collect maxi-
mum number of applica-
tions and maximum num-

ber of people should be
provided lease. On being
inquired about the
progress of Suposhan
Yojana, the officer of
Women and Child
Development Department
informed that hot food is
being provided to pregnant
women and children of age
upto 3 years and lactating
mothers.

In the context of the
Anemia test, the officer
said that there are 353 se-
vere anemic patients in the
district, on this the officer
was instructed to provide
them regular checkup and
nutritious food.
Regarding the collection of
minor forest produce, the
official said that
Tendupatta collection is in
progress in the district.
This year a target was set
to collect 32 thousand 200
standard bags of

Tendupatta, against which
more than Rs 30 thousand
standard bags have been
collected.

Baghel inquired the offi-
cials about the status of
road repair works and di-
rected to ensure repairing
of the dilapidated roads as
soon as possible. While tak-
ing information about the
problem of salty water in
Takhatpur, he said that a
water tank has been built
in the village, but it is not
being used. Instructions
were given to PHE officials
to ensure water supply as
soon as possible.

To deal with the problem
of salty water in
Takhatpur, Chief Minister
has announced the supply
of water from Khudia
Reservoir, he has directed
the officials concerned to
prepare an action plan
soon. Regarding the Nal-

Jal Yojana, the official said
that work orders have been
issued for 464 schemes.
About 200 tap connections
are being provided daily
under the Nal Jal Yojana.

For the first time, a com-
plaint was received in the
cooperative bank that the
cash withdrawal limit is
only 49000 a day, in re-
sponse to which Chief
Minister gave instructions
to remove the discrepancy.
He also directed to dissolve
the transaction limit
through cheques ATM,
NFT, RTGS as well.

Chief Minister said that
camps should be held to
distribute compensation to
the people affected by
Bhaisajhar project and the
process should be complet-
ed soon. The officer in-
formed that in 40 of the
cases, there are disputes
that are causing delays. On
which, Chief Minister gave
instructions to resolve the
disputes by the month of
June. Chief Minister said
that complaints regarding
non issuance of caste cer-
tificates have been re-
ceived, camps should be
held to issue caste certifi-
cates at an expedited pace.
CM said that farmers are
not getting information
about the schemes like
Upkaran Yojana in the
Agriculture Department.
Agriculture Department
should publicize and pro-
mote its schemes.

CM directs officers to hold camps
and issue caste certificates

Instructions were
given for renovation
of school buildings
soon

During review
meeting of various
departments in
Takathpur VS area

Takathpur, Jan 19: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
unveiled various develop-
ment works for the people of
Bilaspur district. After
chairing the review meeting
of officers in Khapri village
of Takhatpur constituency
today under Bhent-Mulaqat
programme, Bhupesh
Baghel inaugurated 17 de-
velopment works worth
more than Rs 40 crore 70
lakh and laid the foundation
of 24 development works
worth more than Rs 32 crore
31 lakh. In this way, Chief
Minister Baghel has inaugu-
rated and laid the founda-
tion of 41 development
works worth a total of Rs 73
crore 1 lakh 78 thousand.

Upon his arrival in
Takhatpur assembly con-
stituency, Chief Minister
Baghel announced construc-
tion of Tihuladih anicut on
the Narmada River, CC road
cum drain, upgradation
work of Swami Atmanand
Excellent English Medium
School, Takhatpur,
Tehsildar Office Sakri,
Pradhan Mantri Gram
Sadak Yojana Phase-3 Road
construction from Sakri to
N.H. 130 Parsada Via
Chichirda, Pradhan Mantri
Gram Sadak Yojana Phase-3
N.H. 130 Sambalpuri to

Lakhasar via Bahtarai,
Bhunda to Mangala,
Bhaisajhar road construc-
tion via Bhaukampa, Sakri
to Daldlihapara road reno-
vation work, Khapri-
Kargirod to Salhekapa road
repair work, T-02 Muru to
Kharkena road renewal
work, upgradation and reno-
vation work of road from
Moch to Medpar main dis-
trict, upgradation and as-
phalting work of Gutku ap-
proach road of Bilaspur,
Construction of road from
Bharni main road fair site
to Parsada in Bilaspur,
Construction of Limha to
Fultrai road in Bilaspur,
Kota main road to Pendari
main road in Bilaspur
Inaugurated the construc-
tion of road till Takhatpur,
construction of Barahi to
Chulhat road in Bilaspur
and Chorma to Pakaria road
in Bilaspur.

Similarly, Chief Minister
Baghel laid foundation for
the construction work of
pathway and temple plat-
form of Ghuiya Reservoir,
infrastructure construction
and upgradation work in

Swami Atmanand Hindi
Medium School Higher
Secondary School Belpan,
Gram Panchayat Tihuladih,
Kopra, Kharkena, Sagar,
Salhaiya, under Jal Jeevan
Mission, development
works of water supply
scheme in Tanda, Vijaypur,
Gamju, Khatolia,
Karankapa, Khamharia,
Kathakoni, Butena and
Gram Panchayat Medpar
Bazar. Besides, he also laid
foundation of the construc-
tion work of a major bridge
from Nawapara to Kota
Lormi Road via Tanda and
Takhatpur to Hardi via
Pakaria, construction of
medium bridge on Phulwari
Nala located on
Singhanpuri to Salhaiya
road in the district,
strengthening and asphalt-
ing of Bhadam to
Narotikapa road,
Construction of Pali-Butena
road, construction of
Junapara to Kathmuda road
and construction work of
high school building in
Siltara and construction of
20 bed isolation ward in
Takhatpur.

CM Baghel dedicates various devp
works for Bilaspur district

Inauguration and
laid stone for vari-
ous devp works
worth more than Rs
73 cr in Takhatpur
assembly con-
stituency

R. Kumar

Bijapur, Jan 19: After the
Salwa Judum movement
started in June 2005, hun-
dreds of schools in the in-
terior of the district were
closed and some were dis-
placed. The government
administration and the ed-
ucation department have
to struggle hard to restart
hundreds of schools
which were closed for
years in the village. On
Thursday, Bijapur’s
District Education Officer
BR Baghel restarted the
school in Edkapalli village
which was closed for 17
years. This school is being
set up in a private house
and 12th pass Lalitha

Vacham of Edkapalli vil-
lage has been appointed as
Shikshadoot. Lalita said
that children do not under-
stand Hindi, first the chil-
dren are told in Gondi,
then its translation from
Gondi to Hindi is ex-
plained.

District Education
Officer said that on the de-
mand of the villagers, the
closed school in
Edakapalli village has
been reopened. School
bags, books, notebooks,
pens and school dresses
have been distributed to 25
children who have come to
the school on the first day.
Mid-day meals are also
being served to the chil-
dren. Whatever material is
needed for the school, it
will be provided immedi-
ately. Edakapalli village is
a very rugged area. So far
194 closed schools have
been opened in the dis-
trict.

School reopened after 17 years
in Edakapalli village!

District Education
Officer BR Baghel
inaugurated the
school

MMaarrwwaahhii,,  JJaann  1199::  As per the
instructions of Collector Richa
Prakash Chaudhary, regular
checks are being conducted at
the paddy procurement cen-
ters to check the quality of
being paddy procured. In the
same sequence, a team of rev-
enue officials seized 284 bags
of paddy from three farmers at
Paddy Procurement Center
Kodgar and 233 bags from
Sahu grocery store and
Kesarwani grocery store in vil-
lage Basti, taking the total tally
of seized bags to 517.

As per officials, 80 bags of
paddy brought by farmer

Jeevan Singh of village
Pithampur to the paddy pro-
curement center Kodgar was of
a middlemen, 103 bags of
paddy of farmer Bhagwan
Singh village of Ghatbahra was
adulterated, and 101 bags of
paddy of farmer Budhwar
Singh of village Murmur was
seized in the committee itself
the stock was old stock and
belonged to another farmer.
Apart from this, a total of 233
bags of paddy were seized in
Sahu grocery store and
Kesarwani grocery store in vil-
lage Basti as they failed to pro-
duce mandi license.

517 bags of paddy seized
in Gaurela - Pendra

Kawardha, Jan 19: In a
bid to make selling paddy
more easier for farmers,
the state government
under the leadership of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel has launched the
‘Token Tunhar Haath’ mo-
bile app through which
farmers can obtain their to-
kens online sitting at home.

Developed with the objec-
tive of simplification and
systematic management of
the process of issuing to-
kens for the sale of paddy,

the mobile app is proving to
be useful for registered
farmers. Now, they no
longer have to stand in long
queues waiting for their
turn.

Basant Kumar Sahu, a
farmer who came to
Kawardha Society to sell
his paddy, said this time he
did not have to make a visit
to the society to get his
token. He has got his token
online through the app and
has now come directly to
sell paddy. He said that this
process is a lot easier.
Another farmer, Rahul
Sharma said that he got his
token online in just five
minutes sitting at home.
Expressing his gratitude to-
wards Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel,
Bharatdas said that keep-
ing in view the problems
faced by farmers in getting

tokens offline, this online
facility has been started.
This is saving time and ef-
fort for the farmers.

Meanwhile, with the
launch of the mobile app,
farmers are getting tokens
for selling paddy by down-
loading the app from their
mobiles. The process is a
lot easier and hassle-free
rather than waiting in
queues in the committee
for their turn. Along with
this, farmers are able to
easily get information re-
lated to their registration
including personal, ac-
count, and land-related,
paddy purchase and pay-
ment. With the help of the
Token Tunhar Haath app,
every registered farmer is
getting a token for selling
paddy in the respective pro-
curement center on desired
dated.

‘Token Tuhar Haath’ mobile app
is proving to be useful 

For farmers selling
paddy at support
price

Farmers are now
getting their tokens
online sitting at
home

Gaurela-Pendra-Marwahi,
Jan 19: The Women and
Child Development
Department has scheduled a
mass marriage session as
part of the Mukhyamantri
Kanya Vivah Yojana on
Friday, January 20, at noon
on the premises of the Lohari
Ayush College in Marwahi.
The newlyweds will get bless-
ings from the speaker of the
Chhattisgarh Legislative

Assembly, Dr. Charan Das
Mahant, and MP Jyotsna
Mahant.

As per Collector Ms. Richa
Prakash Chaudhary’s direc-
tives, the necessary prepara-
tions for the mass marriage
ceremony have been complet-
ed under the guidance of
District Women and Child
Development Officer Mr. Atul
Parihar. Mr. Parihar stated
that 157 applications for the
Mukhyamantri Kanya Vivah
Yojana from the district’s
three child development ini-
tiatives had been received.
Beneficiaries will be regis-
tered at 9 a.m. on January 20.
Gift items worth Rs 14,000
would be distributed at the
wedding location under the
premises. In addition, cloth-
ing for the recipients and
meals for the family has been
made available at the wed-
ding venue.

District-level mass 
marriage prog today

In Marwahi under
Mukhyamantri
Kanya Vivah Yojana

VS Speaker Dr.
Charan Das Mahant
will bless the new-
lyweds along with
his wife MP Jyotsna
Mahant

Kho-Kho Training
under the Khelo

India Yojana on 23
Kanker, Jan 19: Under
the Khelo India Yojana
by the Indian Sports
Authority New Delhi,
the Kanker district in
Chhattisgarh has been
chosen for Kho-Kho
training. Under the
“Khelo India Laghu
Kendra Yojana”, the ap-
proval for Khelo India
Laghu Kendra has
been obtained for the
district. The players se-
lected under the boys
and girls categories
will be provided train-
ing under the District
Sports Campus
Singarbhat. Players in-
terested in the training
can register their pres-
ence at 10 am on 23
January in the District
Sports Campus of
Singarbhat Kanker.

Raipur, Jan 19: Former
Union Minister and
Congress party Observer
Arun Yadav who arrived
in Raipur on January 18
was given a rousing wel-
come at the airport by
PCC President Mohan
Markam, Congress

leader Dr Hamid Ulla
Khan, Amarjeet Chawala
and others. Yadav is in
Raipur to take a meeting
of party officials and
workers in connection
with preparation for
‘Hath Joro Abhiyan’ of
the party.

Arun Yadav receives
rousing welcome

Regarding proposal
of privatization of
Nagarnar Steel
Plant

Jagdalpur, Jan 19:
Parliamentary Secretary
and MLA Jagdalpur
Rekhchand Jain provid-
ed an electric tricycle to
Divyang Kedarnath
Meshram, a resident of
Dr. Abdul Kalam Ward of
Corporation area. In

fact, a few days ago,
Ward Councilor
Sukhram Nag had
reached the MLA’s office,
where Parliamentary
Secretary and MLA
Rekhchand Jain had as-
sured him of immediate
help from the Social

Welfare Department
after listening to his
problems.

On Wednesday Jain
called Kedarnath
Meshram and provided
an electric tricycle.
Meshram has expressed
his gratitude towards
this initiative of the
MLA. During this, Block
President Virendra
Sahni, City Congress
General Secretary
Gournath Nag, Ajay
Karan Raj, Yashpal
Singh Thakur, Mansingh
Thakur and others were
present.

Parliamentary Secy provides electric tricycle to Divyang
GGaarriiaabbaanndd,,  JJaann  1199::  Under the
vision of Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, Universal PDS is being
implemented across the state.
With this government action, no
one will be denied issuing a
ration card or ration. Ration
cards are now issued to all fam-
ilies in the state.

Completely disabled Madan
Nagesh, a resident of Mudagaon
village in Gariaband district’s
Mainpur development block,
will now receive rations from
the government fair pricing
shop. The Food Department has
issued Madan Nagesh with a
ration card number
226453192646 in accordance

with his eligibility (on the basis
of the head of the family is dis-
abled). Mr. Madan Nagesh was
confronted with difficulties
while collecting ration material
since he was completely dis-
abled and could not travel to the
government fair-pricing shop.
Madan Nagesh applied for the

provision of ration material con-
veniently in the District Food
Office, Gariaband. Taking
prompt action on Madan
Nagesh’s application, Food
Department authorities appoint-
ed his relative Keshar a nominee
to get ration material as per his
eligibility in his ration card after
acquiring the necessary docu-
ments. Madan Nagesh’s share of
ration material will now be sim-
ply received by his nominee
Kesar and will be provided to
Madan without trouble. Madan
Nagesh has expressed his grati-
tude to the government adminis-
tration for being pleased with
the solid ration arrangement.

Differently Abled Madan will also get ration now
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Gourella, Pendra,
Marwahi, Jan 19: The
33rd National Road
Safety Week was organ-
ized here by the GPM
Police and Traffic
Department, in collabo-
ration with the District
Administration. The
program was concluded
with a bike rally and
stage program by wear-
ing helmets.

The bike rally started
from Pedra Road railway
station and ended with a
stage program at
Amarpur Pendra Police
Line for prevention of
road accidents and pub-
lic awareness of traffic
rules.

Member of the State
Scheduled Tribes
Commission Archana
Porte, Member of the
State Youth Commission
Uttam Vasudev, Collector
Richa Prakash
C h a u d h a r y ,
Superintendent of Police
Uday Kiran, Nagar
Panchayat President
Pendra, Rakesh Jalan
and President, Janpad
Panchayat, Gaurela
Mamta Paikra flagged
off the rally.

The stage program or-
ganized at Police Line
Pendra was  inaugurated
by the guests with
wreaths, lamp lighting

and Raj Geet  on the pho-
tograph of Chhattisgarh
Mahtari.

On this occasion,
Project Director DRDA
RK Khunte, District
Education Officer RN
Chandra, Additional
Superintendent of
Police Archana Jha,
Joint Collector Anand
Roop Tiwari, Sub-
Divisional Officer
Revenue Pushpendra
Sharma, Sub-Divisional
Officer Police Ashok
Wadegaonkar and I.

Tirkey were also pres-
ent. Including district
and police administra-
tion and public repre-

sentatives were present.
The winners of the
painting and Rangoli
competition were award-
ed with medals and cer-
tificates.
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Arang, Jan 19: A huge
and historic event of
Shatabdi Path movement
was organized in Arang
Nagar by Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh
District Raipur Rural,
here in which volunteers
of Raipur rural participat-
ed in large numbers.

CG State Sanghchalak
Dr. Purnendra Saxena
while addressing the vol-
unteers said that the

Sangh does not want to
create an organization in
the society but wants to or-
ganize the whole society.

It is our resolve that the
strength of the new flow
and flow should go on in-
creasing in the Sangh
Sarita, he said. The ac-
ceptance of the Sangh has
increased due to which
people are joining the
Sangh in large numbers,
he said. Retired soldier
Lekhan Kumar, the chief
guest of the program and

Ajay Kankaria, who is
presiding over the pro-
gram, also addressed.

From the Saraswati
Shishu Mandir High
School located in
Akolirod, the path move-
ment of the volunteers of
the Sangh came out to-
gether and along with the
procession, a live tableau
was also taken out, in
which King Mordhwaj
was shown cutting his
son with a saw depicting
the mythological history

of Arang.
In the same tableau, a

live tableau of Shri Ram
Sita and Laxman was
taken out depicting Lord
Shri Ram's journey to the
forest. Apart from this,
live tableaux of Jhansi's
Rani Lakshmibai,
Vivekananda, Bhagat
Singh were also 
taken out.

Citizens and various so-
cieties and organizations
welcomed and felicitated
the volunteers going on

the road movement by
showering flowers in the
square-intersections of
the city.

Bhaskar Rao Kinhekar,
Sanjay Dubey, Balram
Yadu, Ganesh Harpal,
Yugal Kishore Dewangan,
Prashant Bakshi, Dr.
Satyendra Singh,
Devendra Singh Thakur,
Loknath Sahu, Narottam
Madharia, Devendra
Patel, Manish Nirmalkar
and many others were
present.

Charging of 132/33 KV power sub-station in Idgaon completed

Shekh Hasan Khan

Mainpur, Jan 19: The 30
yr old long awaited de-
mand of lakhs of villagers
from hundreds of villages
of Mainpur and Deobhog
tribal block of Gariyaband
district has now being
completed. On completion
of power sub-station in
Mainpur block headquar-
ters in Idagaon, the low
voltage problem will be
solved and lakhs of people
from 400 'para-tolas' of
Brindanavagarh will get
freedom from power cut.

This 132 kv power sub-

station has been construct-
ed at the cost of around Rs
115 crore in Idgaon. The
work that of charging of
Idgaon power sub-station
was completed at the
hands of MD CSPTCL
Ujjwala Baghel on Jan 12.
During this many senior
officers of CSTPCL were
present. Though there is
no official information
about its dedication, but
there are speculations that
CM Bhupesh Baghel may
virtually dedicate it in
coming days.
Work of 132 KV Idgaon power

sub-station completed:
EE CSPDCL HT con-

struction sub-division UK
Yadav informed that the
construction of 132 KV
power sub-station in
Idgaoni of Mainpur block
has been completed and
now better power supply
can be made in the villages
of Mainpur and Deobhog
area. He informed that the
villages of Deobhog and
Mainpur, upto Dhavalpur
can get benefitted from
this power sub-station.

It has brought smile on
face of lakhs of villagers:

The Chief Minister of
State Bhupesh Baghel is
making all efforts to pro-
vide maximum of facilities
to people in the field of elec-
tricity. It is with the efforts
of Bhupesh Baghel govern-
ment, hundreds of villages
in Mainpur and Deobhog
area of Bindranavagarh

Vidhan Sabha area and
lakhs of people from
Paratola Grams will be get
freedom from power crisis
and low voltage problem.

On completion of the
most important and 30 yr
old demand of 132/33 KV
power sub-station in
Idgaon around 2 lakh peo-
ple from Mainpur and
Deobhog block are now full

of smile. It was after 75 yrs
of Independence that this
tribal region which was
facing the power crisis
problem will be solved. It is
not that there is no power
connection here, as the
power was supplied 41 yrs
back.

But the power transmis-
sion line from Gariyaband
to Sadhouli power centre

which was laid, passes
through thick jungle
through electricity poles.
Since the distance is too
much, the people of
Mainpur and Deobhog
were not getting smooth
power supply.

As per information in
this regard from sources
the work that of laying of
new power line has been

completed at the cost of Rs
100 cr and that of construc-
tion of new power sub-sta-
tion for another Rs 15
crore. This power sub-sta-
tion was sanctioned in
2018, but it could not get
clearance due to thick for-
est area.

It was after taking formal
clearance from Nagpur and
Delhi, that sanction for this

was granted and in just one
& half years time the work
of this power sub-station
gained momentum and
now it has been completed
and by which the people of
the region will be freed of
power crisis and low-volt-
age problem.
132/33 KV line brought

from Chameda of
Dhamtari district:

It is by erecting 233 elec-
tricity poles from
Chameda to Idgaon of
Nagri block of Dhamtari
district that this power
trasmission line was laid.
The work of laying of line
from Chameda to
Mukundpur, Hardibhata,
Nagri, Moude, Amali,
Farisaya, Patharri,
Gobara, Boirgaon,
Beharadih and upto
Idgaon has been complet-
ed about three months
back. The work of power
sub-station in Idgaon was
supposed to start in Diwali
2022, but due to rains it got
delay and now it has been
completed by first week of
January 2023.

SBPRM focused 3-day
camp oragnised

Central Chronicle News

Pithora, Jan 19: A three-
day SBPRM focused camp
was organized from Jan 16-
18 at Bhurkoni BO in
Mahasamund sub-
Division. The chief guest
in the said camp was
SSPOs (Raipur Division)
BL Jangde, ASP (HQ)
Saurabh Srivastava, ASP
(T) Ravi Kacher, SDI (P)
Mahasamund Surendra
Kumar Sahu. Detailed in-
formation about the impor-
tance of POSB accounts
and IPPB was provided to
the general public. Total 75
accounts of SBPRM were
opened on Wednesday. A
total of 200 premium ac-
counts were opened in the
said three-day camp.

Long pending
demand of lakhs 
of villagers now 
gets fulfilled
To supply power to
lakhs in around 400
‘para-tolas’ of
Brindanavagarh VS
area and in Mainpur,
Deobhog area

Shatabdi Path movement organized by RSS

National Road Safety Week organized
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BRIEF

Booked 
Muzaffarnagar:
Seven officials and
the owner of a sugar
mill here have been
booked for allegedly
short-weighing sug-
arcane at a purchas-
ing centre in
Nanheda village, offi-
cials said on
Thursday. District
sugarcane officer R D
Trivedi told re-
porters that during a
surprise check on
Wednesday, it was
found that the staff of
Khaikhedi sugar mill
was short-weighing
sugarcane being pro-
cured from farmers.

Orders 
Joshimath: The
Chamoli district ad-
ministration on
Thursday issued or-
ders to demolish yet
another unsafe build-
ing in subsidence-hit
Joshimath and invit-
ed suggestions from
affected people on
their rehabilitation.
The unsafe house to
be scientifically dis-
mantled is located in
ward number seven
of the Joshimath mu-
nicipal area. Experts
had declared it un-
safe after a recent
survey.

Appeal
Mangaluru: Udupi
Puttige Mutt seer
Sugunendra Teertha
Swamiji, who is on a
world tour prior to
his fourth Udupi Sri
Krishna Paryaya
Peeta, was invited by
Australian
Immigration
Minister Andrew
Giles to his resi-
dence. During the
meeting, the Swamiji
appealed to the
Australian govern-
ment to take serious
note of the recent at-
tacks on Hindu tem-
ples in Australia and
appealed for strin-
gent action against
such attempts, a re-
lease from the Mutt
said on Thursday.

Remind
Kolkata: The church
has done a lot in the
nation-building
process in India over
the years and it is time
to recognise this con-
tribution, the Bishop
of Calcutta (CNI) has
said. Many people are
forgetting the
church’s contribution,
and at times it is nec-
essary to remind them
about the same, said
(Rt) Revd Dr Paritosh
Canning said.

Injured 
Gurugram: A woman
was allegedly
thrashed by a man
over honking during a
traffic jam here, police
said on Thursday. The
incident of road rage
happened at MDI
chowk on Wednesday
morning, they said.
The woman, in her
complaint, said that
the accused stopped
his car in front of her
vehicle after overtak-
ing near MDI chowk,
pulled her out of it
and slapped her multi-
ple times.

Union Minister S.P. Singh
Baghel and BJP MP
Rajyavardhan Singh
Rathore participate in a
marathon, in Agra,
Thursday.

Hyderabad, Jan 19 (PTI): 

Rebutting Telangana
Chief Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao’s at-
tack on ‘Make in India’
and other initiatives of the
BJP-led NDA government
at the Centre, State BJP
president Bandi Sanjay
Kumar on Thursday al-
leged that Rao’s govern-
ment has been a failure on
various fronts.

Talking about com-
ments of Rao, also known
as KCR, during the first
public meeting of BRS
held at Khammam on
Wednesday that the ‘Make
in India’ has become a
‘joke in India’, Kumar
cited COVID-19 vaccines,
defence exports, toys, and
Vande Bharat train as

some of the examples of
products successfully
made in the country.

Referring to the recent-
ly-launched Vande Bharat
Express between
Secunderabad and
Visakhapatnam, he said
the train was indigenously
manfactured with state-of-
the-art technology.

On Rao’s comments that
‘China Bazaars’ have

sprung up in every street,
he asked whether such
shops sold only Chinese-
made items. “Is the fa-
mous ‘Irani chai’ in
Hyderabad made in Iran?
Does the ‘Mysore Pak’
(sweet) come from
Mysore?” Sanjay Kumar
told reporters in Delhi.

On Rao saying that the
‘Agnipath’ scheme would
be abolished if a govern-
ment proposed by BRS
comes to power at the
Centre, the BJP leader
said the former should
first take care of welfare of
policemen in the State, in-
cluding the benefits to be
given to them.

Thousands of aspirants
for police jobs are agitated
over the new conditions in-
troduced in selection

process, he alleged. Rao
talked about failure of suc-
cessive governments at the
Centre to utilise the vast
water resources in the
country but the BRS gov-
ernment has not been able
to fully utilise the State’s
share of Godavari river
water, he claimed.

The Chief Minister
sought the implementation
of his government’s ‘Dalit
Bandhu’ scheme (grant of
Rs 10 lakh per household)
across the country, but he
should first say as to how
many beneficiaries have
benefitted from the Dalit
welfare programme in the
State, he said. Sanjay
Kumar said Rao has not im-
plemented his promise to
make a Dalit leader as Chief
Minister in Telangana.

Telangana BJP prez rebuts
KCR’s attack on NDA govt

Bandi Sanjay Kumar

FLOK ARTISTS

Rajasthani folk artists perform during the Jaipur Literature Festival 2023, in Jaipur,
Thursday.

Chennai, Jan 19 (PTI): 

A criminal defamation
complaint has been filed
in a court here on
Thursday seeking to pros-
ecute suspended DMK
functionary Shivaji
Krishnamoorthy for his
derogatory speech against
Tamil Nadu Governor R N
Ravi.

The complaint, filed in
the Principal District
Sessions Court on behalf
of the Governor by City
Public Prosecutor G
Devarajan, sought action
against Krishnamoorthy
for offence under Sections
499 and 500 of the IPC.

The Public Prosecutor
had moved the court after
the State government ac-
corded sanction.

Krishnamoorthy, who

belongs to the Chennai
North party district, had
made critical remarks
against Ravi for skipping
portions of the govern-
ment-prepared address to
the State Assembly.

Immediately after
Krishnamoorthy’s deroga-
tory speech went viral, the
Governor’s deputy secre-
tary Prasanna Ramasamy
preferred a complaint
with the Commissioner of
Police, Greater Chennai,
on January 13 seeking ap-
propriate action against
him. The complaint was
forwarded to the State gov-
ernment the next day.

He was suspended on
January 14 from all his
posts and DMK’s primary
membership for violating
party discipline and bring-
ing disrepute to the party.

Ravi skipped some para-
graphs of the address on
January 9 and made some
points on his own. He
walked out of the House
later.

Defamation case filed against
suspended DMK functionary 
For derogatory
speech against 
TN Guv

Kota (Rajasthan) Jan 19 (PTI): 

A 20-year-old NEET as-
pirant from Bihar attempt-
ed self-immolation here
over pressure for studies,
police said on Thursday.

Mayank Kumar set him-
self ablaze in his paying
guest (PG) room in
Talwandi area under
Jawahar Nagar police sta-
tion on Wednesday after-
noon, they said.

The youth, a resident of
Bihar’s west Champaran,
had been pursuing self-
studies for National
Eligibility cum Entrance
Test (NEET) for the last
two months in Kota, they
said. The NEET aspirant
allegedly took the step
after his father repeatedly
asked him to focus on his
studies, they said.

Mayank sustained at
least 60 per cent burn in-
juries over the upper por-
tion of his body and face,

said Dr Neeraj Devanda
from MBS hospital (burn
unit), adding he was
brought to the hospital by
the PG caretaker.

He was later referred to
a higher medical health
centre for further treat-
ment on Thursday morn-
ing, he said. The caretaker
informed Mayank’s father,
who was on his way back
to Bihar after meeting
him, about the incident
who reportedly took him
to Bihar for further treat-
ment, police said. “I was at
Kota Railway station to
board a train for Bihar
when the caretaker called
and informed about the ac-
cident,” said the NEET as-
pirant’s father Sanjay
Kumar. Mayank has come
to Kota to pursue studies,
however, he did not enrol
himself in any of the
coaching institutes here
and was doing self-studies,
he further said.

NEET aspirant attempts
self-immolation over
pressure for studies

Lakhanpur (J&K), Jan 19 (PTI): 

Octogenarians Puran
Chand and Mohammad
Ismail walked several kilo-
metres from their homes
to welcome Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi’s
Bharat Jodo Yatra into
Jammu and Kashmir for
its final phase Thursday.

Otherwise bustling with
in and out-bound vehicles
round-the-clock, the
Lakhanpur entry point
bordering Punjab’s
Pathankot has been com-
pletely sealed by police
with Congress workers led
by senior leaders making
final arrangements for the
flag handover ceremony,
marking the commence-
ment of the yatra in the
Union Territory.

Traffic was diverted
through other routes,
while the eight-km stretch
of Jammu-Pathankot

highway from Lakhanpur
to Hatli Morh was placed
out of bounds as part of
the stringent security
arrangements in connec-
tion with the foot march.

After the flag handover
ceremony scheduled to
take place at 5.45 pm at the
venue which was decorat-
ed with hoardings, life-size
posters and tricolours,
Gandhi will start the yatra
from Hatli Morh the next
day. After covering Samba,
Jammu, Udhampur,
Anantnag and Pulwama,
the yatra is scheduled to
end with Gandhi hoisting
the national flag at the
party headquarters in
Srinagar on January 30.

“I am here to welcome
Rahul Gandhi who has
started the long march
(from Kanyakumari on
September 7),” 87-year-old
Chand, who was among
the first few people to
reach the venue near the
giant statue of Maharaja
Gulab Singh, the founder

of Dogra dynasty and the
first king of the princely
state of Jammu and
Kashmir.

Chand said he walked
four km from his resi-
dence to have a glimpse of
the Congress leader, who
he thought was doing a
“very fantastic job”.

“Ordinary people are
fed up with the policies of
the BJP government, ris-
ing prices and no work,”
he said, making it clear
that he is not a Congress
worker but a supporter of
Lal Singh’s Dogra
Swabhiman Sangathan
party (DSSP) which has
extended support to the
yatra.

Ismail (85), who claimed
to be a die-hard Congress
worker, said he had come
from Karoda village, 2.5
km from the venue, to be
part of the yatra. “I left
early in the morning and
will stay back to see my
leader (Gandhi) before re-
turning in the evening.

Octogenarians reach Lakhanpur 
to welcome Bharat Jodo Yatra 

In JK

ARMY TRAINING

Paratroopers of Shatrujeet Brigade of the Indian Army train at high altitude areas in Auli.

Jaipur, Jan 19 (PTI): 

Firing yet another salvo
at Rajasthan Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot, his former
deputy on Thursday asked
why action has not been
taken in the last four years
on allegations levelled col-
lectively by the Congress
against BJP leader
Vasundhara Raje during
the last assembly elections.

He said BJP leaders at the
Centre make false allega-
tions against Rahul Gandhi
and Sonia Gandhi, cases
against them are lodged,
they are summoned by
Enforcement Directorate
for questioning and they are
thus insulted but wondered
why does the Congress gov-
ernment in Rajasthan has

not taken action against
those BJP leaders who were
involved in corruption.

This is the fourth day in a
row when Pilot has attacked
the government of his party
in the state led by Gehlot,
with whom he is in a power
tussle ever since the
Congress formed the gov-
ernment in December 2018.
Pilot said when he was the
state party chief from 2013
and 2018 and the Congress
was in Opposition, he had
exposed the corruption
done by the previous gov-
ernment led by Vasundhara
Raje and the Congress party
had collectively levelled cor-
ruption charges against her
but no action on them has
been taken by the present
Congress government.

While addressing a Kisan
Sammelan in Pali district,
he hoped that the action
would be taken by the gov-
ernment in the remaining
11 months of its rule. “I do
not want to work with
vendetta but we have to take
action against those whose
corruption was exposed by
us. We had constantly chal-
lenged the then Vasundhra
Raje government, her name
was alleged in every scam.

“We had promised that
after coming to power, an
investigation into the
scams will be done and
the guilty will be pun-
ished so that trust of peo-
ple in the system is main-
tained,” Pilot said. He
also referred to the earli-
er term of the Congress

from 2008 to 2013 and said
that the Mathur commis-
sion was constituted to
probe corruption charges
against the previous BJP
government (2003-2008)
but nothing happened
that time.

“This time also, four
years of the government
have passed. Just 11
months are left. I hope
that action will be
taken,” he said. Pilot has
targeted the state govern-
ment over repeated inci-
dents of paper leaks,
sidelining of Congress
workers and giving polit-
ical appointments to re-
tired bureaucrats in his
rallies which he began
from Jat-dominated
Nagaur on Monday.

PILOT ASKS GEHLOT

‘Why no action taken against Raje on corruption allegations’

Pathankot, Jan 19 (PTI): 

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Thursday
again attacked the AAP
government in Punjab, al-
leging that it was being
run with a remote control
as he sought to point to-
wards AAP MP Raghav
Chadha for calling the
shots in the Bhagwant
Mann-led dispensation in
the state.

The Wayanad MP also
accused the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) of spending
Punjab funds on advertise-
ments during the Gujarat
assembly polls held last
year.

Addressing a rally here
on the last day of Bharat
Jodo Yatra’s Punjab leg,
Gandhi further said he re-
spects CM Mann but asked
him that Punjab should be
run from Punjab only, not

from Delhi. Referring to
his last public address in
Hoshiarpur earlier this

week, Gandhi said, “I told
Bhagwant Mann ji, do not
let Punjab be run from a
remote control. I did not
say an ordinary thing.

“You sat with me in Lok
Sabha (when Mann was an
MP). There is a huge dif-
ference between you and
Arvind Kejriwal ji. I re-
spect you and I am saying
this from the stage of the
Congress party. But
Punjab should not be run
from Delhi,” he said.

Gandhi said during the
yatra he asked a farmer
about the new AAP gov-
ernment in Punjab. His
reply was that it was a re-
mote controlled govern-
ment, the former Congress
chief claimed.

“I did not like it. It is a
different thing that the
Congress will fight
against the AAP,” he said.
“... When I asked the

farmer the meaning of re-
mote control, he said
(AAP MP) Raghav
Chadha. Then it is not a
right thing,” Gandhi said.
He alleged that public
money of Punjab was
used on advertisements
during the Gujarat assem-
bly polls last year. “It is
wrong. It is the money of
the people of Punjab. On
January 16 in Hoshiarpur,
Gandhi had said that
Mann should not become
remote control of anyone
and should run the state
independently, drawing a
sharp reaction from the
Punjab chief minister.

Mann had told Gandhi
that he was made the chief
minister by the public and
reminded him of an “in-
sult” inflicted on
Amarinder Singh by un-
ceremoniously removing
him from the post of CM.

‘I respect CM Mann but Punjab 
should not be run from Delhi’

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi waves at support-
ers during a public meeting
amid the party’s Bharat
Jodo Yatra, in Pathankot,
Thursday.

Joshimath (Uttarakhand), Jan 19 (PTI): 

The hotel owner, the
shopkeeper, the laundry
owner, the roadside ven-
dor... Hundreds of people
watch in dismay as rapidly
deepening cracks write
the epitaph of their busi-
nesses and homes in a
sinking town that was
bustling till just a few
weeks ago.

Their dreams for the fu-
ture shattered, small busi-
nesspersons in the
Himalayan town of
Joshimath wonder how
their lives could have been
upended so completely -
and so fast.

Suraj Kapruwan, a hotel
management graduate
who left his well-paying
job in Mumbai and re-
turned to Joshimath a few
years ago to set up a laun-
dry business, remembers

the exact moment his
plans for the future crum-
bled.

It was January 2 when
land subsidence led to
hairline wall fissures
widening with a distant
rumbling noise heard in
some places, leading to
gaping cracks in houses,
streets and other establish-
ments of the town of near-
ly 23,000 people,

“The disaster shattered
my dreams. Tourists have
stopped coming here, and
bookings have been can-
celled. I had to let go of my
staff of nine people,” an
emotional Kuprawan told
PTI. He set up a laundry to
cash in on the booming
tourist business of the
town, which acts as a gate-
way to several Himalayan
mountain climbing expe-
ditions, trekking trails,
and pilgrim centres such

as Badrinath and
Hemkund Sahib, and also
the Valley of Flowers, a
UNESCO world heritage
site.

“We are mountain peo-
ple. In the absence of op-
portunities, many people
leave Joshimath for the
plains. I thought if I come
back, I might be able to
help a few more people to
stay back and work to-
wards the upliftment of
the town,” he said, ruing
perhaps his decision to re-
turn home.

The 38-year-old said he
spent about Rs 35 lakh to
set up his laundry, a major
chunk going into buying
IFB machines worth Rs 20
lakh.

“The setup has devel-
oped a wide crack in its
basement and has been in-
cluded in the danger
zone,” said Kapruwan.

Land subsidence in Joshimath
shatters many business dreams
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Islamabad, Jan 19 (AP): 

Taliban officials said
Thursday that 78 people
have died in just over a
week during
Afghanistan’s harsh win-
ter, deepening the coun-
try’s humanitarian crisis.

Shafiullah Rahimi, a
Taliban spokesperson for
the Ministry of Natural
Disaster Management,
said the deaths occurred
since Jan. 10.

More than 75,000 live-
stock also have died as a
result of the chill, Rahimi
said.

He estimated that the
Taliban have tried to reach
and help more than 1 mil-
lion people across the
country and are “still try-
ing our best to support
more families during this
harsh cold weather.”

The Taliban takeover in
August 2021 sent

Afghanistan’s economy
into a tailspin and trans-
formed the country, driv-
ing millions into poverty
and hunger.

Foreign aid stopped al-
most overnight.

Sanctions on Taliban
rulers, a halt on bank
transfers and frozen bil-
lions in Afghanistan’s cur-
rency reserves have al-
ready restricted access to
global institutions and the
outside money that sup-
ported the country’s aid-
dependent economy before
the withdrawal of U.S. and
NATO forces.

The United Nations
Office for the
Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs said
Thursday that bitterly
cold weather in
Afghanistan has reported-
ly killed thousands of live-
stock across the eastern,
western and northern re-

gions.
“Lost livelihoods and as-

sets further endanger
Afghan families at a time
when 21.2 millions people
urgently need continued
food and agricultural sup-
port,” said OCHA in its
weekly digest.

Forecasts say tempera-
tures will plummet as low
as -35 C (-31 F) across parts
of Afghanistan this week-
end. Humanitarian groups
are providing winterisa-
tion support to families,
including heating, cash for
fuel and warm clothes, but
distributions have been se-
verely impacted by the de
facto authorities ban on fe-
male NGO aid workers,
OCHA added.

During an emergency
meeting, Mullah
Mohammad Abbas
Akhund, the Taliban min-
ister for natural disaster
management, called for

more aid.
He said the numbers are

not precise because the
government has little ac-
cess to remote areas.

In a separate statement
Thursday, the Taliban or-
dered relevant authorities
and government officials
to help affected families.

“We are deeply sad-
dened by that our country-
men have lost their lives in
some provinces due to the
severe cold weather,” said
the statement.

In November, in an in-
terview with the AP, a top
official from the Red
Cross, Martin Schuepp,
said more Afghans will
struggle for survival as liv-
ing conditions deteriorate
in the year ahead.

Half of Afghanistan’s
population, or 24 million
people, are in need of hu-
manitarian aid, according
to the group. (AP)

78 dead due to wintry
weather in Afghanistan

MASS PROTEST

Relatives of the victims of the Aug. 4, 2020 Beirut port blast and activists hold placards during a protest near the
parliament building where lawmakers gather to elect a president in Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday. 

Lahore, Jan 19 (PTI): 

Pakistan’s deposed
prime minister Nawaz
Sharif is likely to return
to the country next month
to end his over three-year
self-exile in the United
Kingdom, some senior
leaders of Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) said on Thursday.

Punjab province
Governor Baligur Rehman
of PML-N said Nawaz’s
daughter and PML-N chief
organiser Maryam Nawaz
will also return from
London this month to look
after the party affairs.

“Nawaz Sharif is re-
turning to Pakistan within
a month and I will go to
the airport to receive
him,” he said.

Prime Minister’s
Special Assistant Malik
Ahmad Khan told PTI that
the 73-year-old Nawaz is
considering the party’s re-
quest to return ahead of

crucial elections in Punjab
and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KP) provinces.

Ousted prime minister
Imran Khan’s Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) re-
cently dissolved Punjab
and KP assemblies to push
the PML-N federal coali-
tion to call for snap polls in
the country.

“The elections in Punjab
and KP will be held after
90 days and the PML-N
wants Nawaz to be in
Pakistan to spearhead the
campaign in both
provinces,” the Prime
Minister’s special assis-
tant said.

Asked if Sharif will be
back in a month, Khan
said: “Nawaz Sharif will
be among his people in
Pakistan very soon.”

Federal Minister Sardar
Ayaz Sadiq, a close aide to
Nawaz, said the three-time
premier would return next
month. “Nawaz will re-
turn in February to defeat

Khan in the political
arena,” he told the media.

Interior Minister Rana
Sanaullah said Nawaz will
return once relief in the
cases he is facing is en-
sured. “Nawaz will not go
to jail on his return as he
will manage to get bail
(ahead of his return).”

Interestingly, another
federal minister Javed
Latif had earlier given at
least four different dates
for the return of Nawaz.

In recent party meetings

with Nawaz, most partici-
pants urged him to return
without any further delay
as the party is facing the
brunt of his long absence
as it may see fissures if he
does not return.

In the face of the rising
popularity of the crick-
eter-turned-politician,
most of PML-N local lead-
ership is unanimous that
the party needs Nawaz to
be in Pakistan ahead of
the polls if it wants to
counter Khan’s jugger-
naut.

An “ailing” Nawaz has
been living in London for
“medical treatment” after
the high court allowed
him a four-week reprieve.
He was serving seven-year
imprisonment in the Kot
Lakhpat Jail in Lahore in
the Al-Azizia corruption
case before his departure
to London on medical
grounds. Prior to his exit,
his younger brother
(prime minister) Shehbaz

Sharif had submitted an
undertaking to the Lahore
High Court ensuring his
elder brother would re-
turn “within four weeks”
or on certification by doc-
tors that he has regained
his health and is fit to re-
turn to Pakistan”.

However, the return is
repeatedly delayed due to
health concerns.

Nawaz Sharif ’s passport
expired in February 2021.
However, Shehbaz Sharif ’s
government issued a fresh
passport to the elder
Sharif in April last year.

In August 2021, Nawaz
filed an appeal with the
British Immigration
Tribunal after the Home
Department refused to ex-
tend his stay in the coun-
try on “medical grounds”
any further.

Sharif can legally re-
main in the UK till the tri-
bunal issues its decision
on his plea for his stay in
the country.

Nawaz Sharif to return to Pakistan in Feb

Barcelona, Jan 19 (AP): 

French President
Emmanuel Macron is
meeting Thursday with
Spanish Prime Minister
Pedro S nchez in
Barcelona to strengthen
relations between the
European neighbours by
signing a friendship treaty.

The one-day summit in
Barcelona comes amid a
day of widespread strikes
and protests on the other
side of the Pyrenees
against Macron’s bid to in-
crease the minimum re-
tirement age from 62 to 64.

S nchez and Macron are
to sign a Treaty of
Friendship and
Cooperation between their
countries. Both govern-
ments consider this a
diplomatic bond of the
highest order. Spain only
has a similar treaty with

Portugal; France has them
with Germany and Italy.

The leaders are seeking
stronger positions inside
the European Union.

Macron is profiling him-
self as the continent’s
leading politician to fill
the void of former
German Chancellor
Angela Merkel, while S
nchez wants Spain to have
a more influential role in
Brussels following the exit
of Britain from the bloc.

After years of cordial
but sometimes distant re-
lations between France
and Spain, the two have
grown closer recently.

Spain, France and
Portugal have agreed on a
major undersea pipeline
to transport hydrogen
from the Iberian
Peninsula to France and
eventually the rest of
Europe.

The pipeline, dubbed
H2Med, will run from
Barcelona to Marseille.

Macron and S nchez
also both want the
European energy market
to be reformed to respond
to the energy crisis pro-
voked by Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine.

The meeting is being
held in Catalonia’s
National Art Museum
perched atop the Montjuic
hill that overlooks
Barcelona. Several thou-
sand Catalan separatists
are rallying outside to try
to energize their flagging
movement to carve a new
state out of this corner of
northeast Spain that bor-
ders France.

Spanish, French leaders meet to
sign friendship treaty

Jerusalem, Jan 19 (AP): 

Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu met
Thursday with U.S.
National Security Adviser
Jake Sullivan, the allies’
highest level in-person
talks since Israel’s most
right-wing government
ever took power last
month.

Sullivan’s visit comes
amid unease in
Washington over
Netanyahu’s policies and
over several members of
his ultranationalist and
ultra-Orthodox governing
coalition, which is al-
ready taking a hard line
against the Palestinians
and is expected to ramp
up construction in Jewish
settlements in the occu-
pied West Bank.

A statement from
Netanyahu’s office said
the two discussed Iran’s
nuclear programme and

ways to broaden normali-
sation agreements
reached under the Trump
administration with four
Arab countries.

“I’ve known President
Biden for 40 years as a
great friend of Israel,”
Netanyahu told Sullivan,
according to footage re-
leased from the meeting.

“We see you as a trusted
partner in matters of as-
suring security and, of
course, advancing peace.”

Israel’s new govern-
ment has already proved a
headache for the Biden
administration, with ex-
tremist Cabinet minister
Itamar Ben-Gvir visiting
a flashpoint Jerusalem
holy site and having
adopted punitive steps

against the Palestinians
that run in direct opposi-
tion to several recent
Biden moves to boost U.S.-
Palestinian relations.

Netanyahu told
Sullivan the measures
were a necessary re-
sponse to the Palestinians
pushing the U.N.’s highest
judicial body to give its
opinion on the Israeli oc-
cupation. Sullivan told
Netanyahu that Biden’s
“commitment to the state
of Israel is bone deep,” a
“commitment that’s root-
ed in shared history,
shared interests and
shared values.”

The U.S. has said it will
engage with Netanyahu’s
government based on its
policies and not on per-

sonalities, including sen-
ior Cabinet ministers who
have expressed vehement
anti-Palestinian and anti-
Arab views in the past.

U.S. officials have previ-
ously expressed concerns
about at least two far-right
Israeli politicians, Ben-
Gvir and Bezalel
Smotrich. Ben-Gvir, a law-
maker known for anti-
Arab vitriol and provoca-
tive stunts, is the minister
of national security, a
powerful position that
puts him in charge of
Israel’s police force.

Biden adviser meets Netanyahu amid unease over his govt

Berlin, Jan 19 (AP): 

Germany faced mounting
pressure to supply battle
tanks to Kyiv and
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy aired
frustration about not ob-
taining enough weaponry
as Western allies conferred
on Thursday on how best to
support Ukraine nearly 11
months into Russia’s inva-
sion.

Just hours into his
tenure, Germany’s new de-
fence minister Boris
Pistorius welcomed US
Defence Secretary Lloyd
Austin to Berlin.

He declared that German
weapons systems delivered
so far have proven their
worth and that “we will con-
tinue in the future, together
with our partners, to sup-
port Ukraine in its fight for

freedom, territorial inde-
pendence and sovereignty”.

He didn’t, however, imme-
diately mention the
Leopard 2 tanks that
Ukraine has long sought.
Since the United Kingdom
announced last week that it
will send Challenger 2
tanks, Berlin has faced in-
creasing pressure to supply
battle tanks or at least clear
the way for others such as
Poland to deliver German-
made Leopards from their
own stock. Austin is to host
a regular coordination
meeting of top defense offi-
cials from Ukraine’s
Western allies at the United
States’ Ramstein Air Base
in Germany on Friday. He
said that “we’ll renew our
united commitment to sup-
port Ukraine’s self-defence
for the long haul”, but didn’t
mention any specific new

equipment.
Speaking by video link to

a breakfast meeting on the
sidelines of the World
Economic Forum’s annual
meeting in Davos,
Switzerland, Zelenskyy of-
fered a veiled critique of
major supporters such as
Germany and the United
States that have nonetheless
hesitated about sending
tanks.

He bemoaned a “lack of
specific weaponry” and said
that to win the war, “we can-
not just do it with motiva-
tion and morale.”

Speaking at the Victor
Pinchuk Foundation break-
fast through an interpreter,
he said: “There are times
where we shouldn’t hesitate
or we shouldn’t compare
when someone says, I will
give tanks if someone else
will also share his tanks.’’

Germany pressed on tanks for 
Ukraine; Kyiv airs frustration

Warsaw, Jan 19 (AP): 

The United Nations
cultural organisation is
training law enforcement
and judiciary officials
from countries on
Ukraine’s western bor-
ders, seeking to prevent
the trafficking of looted
cultural objects from
Ukraine amid Russia’s
war against its neigh-
bour.

UNESCO partnered
with Poland’s Culture
Ministry to hold three
days of workshops in
Warsaw this week for the
officials from Poland,
Hungary, Slovakia,
Romania and Moldova.

Representatives from
Ukraine also attended the
training that began on
Wednesday.

The aim is for the offi-

cials to be able to identify
and prevent any artistic
treasures looted in
Ukraine from crossing
their borders.

Krista Pikkat,
UNESCO’s director of
culture and emergencies,
said that more than 230
cultural sites have been
damaged or destroyed
in Ukraine since Russia
invaded the country.

She said that UN-
ESCO is working to doc-
ument lost cultural ob-
jects, among them treas-
ures from museums and
archaeological sites.

Another priority for
the agency is making
sure that the wider pub-
lic is aware that looted
Ukrainian treasures
could end up on art mar-
kets in Europe, so that
buyers are more careful

about what they buy.
Pikkat described

Poland as a strong part-
ner for UNESCO in the
protection of cultural
heritage in situations of
conflict because it has
learned many lessons

from its own experiences.
Poland suffered mass

looting of its cultural her-
itage during World War
II, when it was invaded
and occupied by Nazi
Germany and the Soviet
Union.

UNESCO seeks to prevent trafficking of looted Ukrainian art



F ederalism is a system of
government in which

powers are divided between the
Center and its constituent parts
such as states or provinces. It is
an institutional mechanism to
accommodate two sets of poli-
tics, and many times it leads to
conflict due to which the com-
mon man suffers. The central
government's initiative of
Ayushman Bharat to provide
welfare policies, schemes, and
universal health coverage was
hindered by some states, for ex-
ample, West Bengal refused to
join the scheme, leaving many
beneficiaries out of the services.

For a decade, a kind of poli-
tics has been going on in the
country's politics in a different
way, due to which the people sit-
ting in big positions have to
struggle for their rights on
small matters. The states hav-
ing a government of different

parties from the Center often
complain that such-and-such
work is stuck here. Because
there is a different party's gov-
ernment at the Center. That's
why getting stuck in the work
file is just an excuse, the politics
behind it is something else.

In the new education policy,
the central government wants
uniform standards of education
across the country to ensure ac-
cess and equality of education
across the country, it was op-
posed by some states, and it af-
fects the loss of overall educa-
tion to the common man. The
recent Agriculture Acts in the
agricultural marketing sector
allow farmers to sell their pro-
duce outside the Agricultural
Produce Market Committee
(APMC) and are aimed at pro-
moting inter-state trade. State
reluctance to adopt the model
APMC Act as well as the lack of

an integrated agriculture mar-
ket and lack of enthusiasm to
join the e-NAM platform limit
the Centre's capabilities in aim-
ing to double farmers' income
by 2022.

Looking at Aadhaar-based
schemes, the West Bengal gov-
ernment's case was filed in 2017
challenging the validity of the
'Aadhaar Act' under Article 32
of the Constitution. These activ-
ities throttled the Aadhaar-
based development plans. There
have been allegations and
counter-allegations by states
and the Center regarding the ef-
ficacy of the national lockdown
during the pandemic. The poli-
cy must be held accountable for
oxygen and hospital infrastruc-
ture, as it affects the welfare of
the people as a whole. At pres-
ent, unity is being emphasized
in non-BJP-ruled states because
the central government is inter-
fering in their state through the
governor. obstructing the work
of the state government. The
central government itself is ap-
pointing its people to big posts
in the state through the gover-
nor. This is the reason why the
state governments are facing
hurdles in their work.

After the initial challenges of
the pandemic, the central gov-
ernment provided enough space
and autonomy to the states to
strengthen their health facili-
ties, manage local lockdowns
and implement social protec-
tion measures to mitigate the
impact of the pandemic. West
Bengal, Delhi, Telangana, and
Odisha were among the states
that were left out of the
Ayushman Bharat program, a
better entitlement-based health
scheme. The National
Education Policy was seen by
the Government of Tamil Nadu
as a policy against social justice,
federalism, pluralism, and
equality. According to some op-
position-ruled state government
farmers, the law was designed

for big corporations that want
to dominate Indian food and
agribusiness and will under-
mine the negotiating power of
farmers.

Inter-state tribunals, NITI,
and other informal bodies have
acted as channels of consulta-
tion between the Centre, States,
and Union Territories in such
situations. These bodies have
been instrumental in democrat-
ically dealing with difficult is-
sues through consultations
while maintaining the spirit of
cooperation between the Union
and the States. Politically moti-
vated fights should be shunned
and should not be misused by
institutions. Instead, deter-
mined efforts should be made to
resolve them within the politi-
cal arena. States should keep
themselves restrained while ig-
noring the implementation of
central laws, if this is done then
it can lead to the collapse of the
constitutional machinery.

Overall, the conclusion is that
having different party govern-
ments in the center and the
state means an imbalance in de-
velopment and a tug of war for
publicity. The voter standing be-
tween them means the common
man is the sufferer of the loss
due to the distribution of work
in the central and state federal
structure. The government is
trapped in the competition of
publicity and those who have to
live and work in their midst are
not even asked what they think
is right. This is democracy. The
present democracy is nothing
more than giving a license to ar-
bitrariness for five years after
voting once. The voice raised in
the Anna movement was right
and the recall was probably lost
somewhere.

(Writer is research 
Scholar in Political Science,

Poetess, freelance journal-
ist, and columnist,

views are personal)
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Coming LS polls will be 
a challenge for BJP

On the concluding day of the
Bharatiya Janata Party’s (BJP) na-
tional executive committee meet-
ing, Prime minister (PM) Narendra
Modi lays out contours of BJP’s 2024
outreach. Whereas, the party presi-
dent Jagat Prakash Nadda exhorted
the party cadres to tighten their
belts and ensure that the BJP does-
n’t lose any of the upcoming
Assembly polls held in nine states,
beside the 2024 Lok Sabha polls.
Home minister and BJP number two
Amit Shah may have sounded up-
beat when he said his party will win
in 2024 more than 2019 Lok Sabha is
nothing but the reality is his com-
ment reeks of over-confidence. Why
do we blame Amit Shah, the party
president Nadda also in the same
line. But, in reality both are fully
aware that the 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tion will prove to be a tougher battle
for BJP. There is a growing concern
and discomfort running deep in the
BJP camp, even though top brass is
putting up a calm exterior. Due to
this the cunning PM Modi asks BJP
workers to intensify the party’s out-
reach among all sections of society
and minorities. For BJP many states
are grey areas among them Bihar
and Maharashtra. Karnataka and
few other states particularly south-
ern and eastern states pose a nag-
ging headache for the BJP and can
upend all formulas and equations.
Though all the leaders of BJP remain
mum on the impact of Rahul
Gandhi’s Bharat Jodo Yatra (BJY),
I'm sure BJY will surely dent BJP's
vote share. Whatsoever, against
such a backdrop, winning a clear
mandate in the upcoming Lok Sabha
polls will be a challenge for the BJP.
BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,  FFaarriiddaabbaadd  

Wither opposition 
parties’ unity

Gathering of some political par-
ties in Telangana shows there is no
unity in parties to face the chal-
lenge of Modi which is the require-
ment of the country to have a
strong opposition. But it is not the
duty of ruling party to create strong
opposition. In the previous parlia-
ment elections also, there were slo-
gans of opposition unity but at the
last moment the unity among them-
selves fizzled out due to lack of co-
ordination themselves and with the
result there was no leader of oppo-
sition in Lok Sabha consequently for
two terms.  Bharat Rashtra
Samithi’s public meeting at
Khammam may well be a turning
point in national politics. Sharing
the stage with the BRS were Chief
Ministers Arvind Kejriwal,
Bhagwant Singh Mann and Pinarayi
Vijayan, along with Samajwadi
Party president and former Uttar
Pradesh CM Akhilesh Yadav and CPI
national general secretary D Raja.
The coming together of these par-
ties’ augurs well for the cause of
ushering in alternative politics
aimed at bringing a qualitative
change across all spheres, a change
that leads to improvement in gover-
nance and living standards of peo-
ple and harnessing the full potential
of the country’s resources. The ini-
tiative is bound to gain momentum
ahead of the 2024 general elections.
The parties gathered in Telangana
were speaking more loudly where
the substance was less and was full
of self-praise and far away from the
reality. Building an anti-BJP alterna-
tive at the national level is a historic
necessity now.

YYaasshh  PPaall  RRaallhhaann,,  JJaallaannddhhaarr
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Union Minister for Home Affairs Nityanand Rai presents an award as National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) DG Atul Karwal looks
on during the 18th Raising Day of NDRF, in New Delhi, Thursday, Jan. 19. Additional Secretary (DM) Hitesh Kumar S Makwana and
NDMA, Member Secretary Kamal Kishore are also seen.

18TH RAISING DAY OF NDRF

T he government may cut fertiliser subsidy to lower
budget deficit after having already spent more

than Rs.2.2 trillion on fertiliser subsidies this fiscal
given the fact that India imports about a third of its fer-
tiliser requirements from other countries. Speculation
is rife that the fertiliser subsidy bill could be slashed to
Rs 1-1.5 trillion for the 2023-24 fiscal year starting April.
Officials expect fertiliser costs  to  come  down  globally
and  domestic production to increase. This move will
help India cut its budget deficit. After Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine, food and energy prices have been soaring.
On food, fertiliser, and fuel, the government has already
spent 70 per cent more than it had allocated in  the  last
budget. Experts say  that  if the government spends
less on subsidising fertilisers in the  upcoming  budget,
it  could  lead  to  higher inflation. If the government
cuts subsidies, which is  a  reimbursement  to  compa-
nies  for  selling fertilisers at below-market prices, farm-
ers will have to  bear  higher  costs. It  would  lead  to
higher inflation. It was previously reported that fertilis-
er subsidy will rise to Rs 2.3-2.5 lakh crore in this fiscal
but the bill may fall by 25 per cent in the 2023-24 finan-
cial year with moderation in global prices. This esti-
mate was according to the Fertilisers Association of
India (FAI), which had expressed concern that the fixed
cost of urea has not been increased, thereby affecting
the viability of urea plants. FAI said that the fertiliser
industry is running on a very thin margin, which is
hampering new investments in this sector. Food and fer-
tiliser subsidies alone account for about one-eighth of
India's total budget spending of Rs 39.45 lakh crore this
fiscal year, but reductions in food subsidies in particu-
lar may prove politically sensitive with elections loom-
ing on the horizon. Reports  say  the  government  aims
at  cutting spending on food and fertiliser subsidies to
Rs 3.7 lakh crore ($44.6 billion) in the fiscal year from
April, down 26% from this year to rein in a fiscal deficit
that  ballooned  during  the  COVID-19 pandemic. The
government expects to peg around Rs 2.3 lakh crore for
food subsidies in the coming fiscal year, compared with
Rs 2.7 lakh crore for the current year to March 31.
Spending on fertiliser subsidies will likely fall to about
Rs 1.4 lakh crore, according to an unconfirmed report
which the finance ministry has declined to comment
upon, while  the  food  and  fertiliser  ministries  have
maintained a studied silence. A large part of the sav-
ings will come from the end of a COVID 19-era free food
scheme, which will be replaced with a lower-spending
programme. In other words, it will effectively reduce by
half the free rations available to the poor in a year. The
free food programme was implemented at the peak of
the  pandemic, to  ensure  food  security  to  the vulnera-
ble population. In December 2022, the government dis-
continued the free food programme and instead decided
to provide free foodgrains under the existing public dis-
tribution system. This is likely to reduce the food sub-
sidy to 0.8 per cent of GDP. Further, global commodity
prices which rose sharply in 2022 on the back of the
Russia-Ukraine conflict, have since normalised and the
outgo on fertiliser subsidy is likely to decline in FY24.

For a decade, a kind of politics has been going on in the
country's politics in a different way, due to which the people
sitting in big positions have to struggle for their rights on
small matters. The states having a government of different
parties from the Center often complain that such-and-such
work is stuck here. Because there is a different party's gov-
ernment at the Center. That's why getting stuck in the work
file is just an excuse, the politics behind it is something else.
Overall, the conclusion is that having different party gov-
ernments in the Center and the state means an imbalance in
development and a tug of war for publicity. The voter
standing between them means the common man is the suf-
ferer of the loss due to the distribution of work in the cen-
tral and state federal structure.

Vijaykumar H K, Raichur

E lephants should coexist in the jungles with their
own family in dignity and respect. The elephant,

on the other hand, is a representation of our rich histo-
ry and culture and plays a significant part in religious
rituals and worship. Therefore, in order for these majes-
tic animals to live away from nature and be sacrificed,
the temple administration where Elephants are used ; is
required to provide all the conditions relating to hous-
ing, management, feeding, atmosphere, and health cov-
erage. Elephants in temples have long demanded care
with regard to housing, feeding, management, and
health coverage. The primary issues with elephant
management practises that require attention stem from
the fact that elephants are chained for about twenty
hours a day in stands or stables.Elephants move in a
day at specific times. Man-made choices and standards
for food result in a lack of variety and monotony. They
have few social interactions and a stereotypical sched-
ule and way of life. The musth period is comparatively
longer, and animals are permanently chained. Mahouts
have a declining social status and decreasingly useful
skills. Mahouts frequently engage in drug use.
Accidents are happening more frequently. An animal
welfare organisation recently conducted a study on the
status of elephants in temples, and the results showed
that ninty percent of the elephants were housed in en-
closures with artificial roofing materials and hard
floors. Despite having access to sufficient good re-
sources, only ten percent of elephants are given clean
water for drinking and bathing. Poor conditions provid-
ed for resting, shade and sleep in majority of locations.
Elephants were generally made to walk on hard shells
and majority of them had nonstop training practices.
All of them are made to stand for long hours in front of
the tabernacle. Most of the mammoths were given poor
quality food in the form of beats, carbohydrates and
roughage. Routine medical care and treatment wasn't
available and indeed also the attending veterinarians
demanded applicable knowledge of the health issues.
Utmost Elephants have injuries in the bases, tempera-
mental and behavioural issues and vices due to man-
agemental problems. Elephants are veritably sensitive
creatures, conscious of environmental changes and
happenings each around. Now a days rigid and harsh
restraint styles and training procedures to keep them
under check and control negatively affects  resulting in
violence. Therefore a strong guidelines are needed to be
provided by the government for this mammoth which is
domesticated especially in temples.

Guidelines needed 
for domesticating

Elephants in Temples

Union Budget 2023-24: 
Will subsidies stay?

The common man gets crushed between 
the central and the state government

Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit

W e all
know

a happy worker is
a productive
worker. Now-a-
days working in
bank has become
a stressful place
with the phone ringing, more projects
piling up on your desk, meetings to at-
tend, and projects and regular daily
work that you have to finish by dead-
line and the most important is to satis-
fy our customer. It feels like the walls
are coming in and you are just pulling
out  your hair because of the regular
everyday problems that also occur.
When such moments come and you're
in the office, don't despair because
there are things you can do to make
your day easier to handle. Work stress
is extremely prevalent in today's soci-
ety, and can impact happiness levels,
health, and other important aspects
of your life. 

We, particularly the bank employ-

ees need to learn more about the link
between work stress and happiness,
and find resources to have a healthier,
happier life. Managing stress is all
about taking charge, taking charge of
your thoughts, your emotions, your
schedule, your environment, and the
way you deal with problems. Let us
enjoy better our situation with a few
minor adjustments. You can’t deal
with stress unless you recognize and
admit its presence. Listen to your
body. It will often give you signals in-
dicating stress. Listen to your feelings,
too. They will also tell you when you
need some relief.  The following ten
suggestions are designed to help you
to deal with the stress you may be ex-
periencing and also in increasing job
satisfaction and to lead a balanced
life.

SSttoopp  ttaakkiinngg  oonn  ttoooo  mmuucchh
The most common cause of a

stress reaction is attempting to do too
much with the resources and time at
your disposal. There is a limit to
everyone’s capacity. If you repeatedly
make commitments beyond your ca-

pacity, you’re pushing yourself too
hard. Better scheduling and enough
self-assertion to say “no” when that is
appropriate can help.

CChheecckk  iitt  oouutt  wwiitthh  yyoouurr  DDooccttoorr
Persistent signals that might mean

psychological stress are sometimes
due to physical problems. So check it
out with your doctor. If no medical
problems are found, ask the physical
for suggestions on handling stress or
tension.

BBaallaannccee  wwoorrkk  wwiitthh  ppllaayy
Schedule time for recreation and

hobbies that are relaxing and enjoy-
able. Of course, the regularity of work
can occasionally help a person
through emotional situations that are
hard to bear – like the death of a loved
one, separation or divorce.

LLooaaff  aa  lliittttllee
Some active people who feel guilty

about occasionally just sitting and
doing nothing should give themselves
a chance to learn the art of loafing.
The noise and rush of modern life may
keep us in a constantly stimulated
state- contributing to a feeling of anxi-

ety. Take a breather. A walk, for exam-
ple, can bring peace and perspective.
Find the time to “make friends” with
yourself.

GGeett  eennoouugghh  sslleeeepp  aanndd  rreesstt
Nobody can be in the best of health

for long without enough sleep and
rest. Adults vary in the hours of sleep
they need. Probably the best test of
whether you are getting enough sleep
is how you feel. If you awake re-
freshed and energetic, you are no
doubt getting required rest. But if you
frequently feel tired, the solution may
well be as simple as going to bed ear-
lier and being as regular as possible in
your sleep habits. Frequent inability to
sleep should be discussed with a
physician.

WWoorrkk  ooffff  tteennssiioonnss
When we’re upset or angry, we can

try to blow off steam or work off our
feelings with physical exercise.
Enjoying some activity such as playing
tennis, cycling, swimming or other ex-
ercise helps to relieve tension and
makes it easier to face and handle
problems more calmly. Getting some

regular exercise is also a great way to
keep yourself in good physical condi-
tion.

SSppeeaakk  oouutt  yyoouurr  ttrroouubblleess
It helps to get it off your chest

sometimes by confiding worries to a
sympathetic friend. When what ap-
pears to be a serious problem starts to
get you down, it’s wise to discuss it
with your physician, a religious coun-
sellor, or with an understanding mem-
ber of your own family. Often another
person can help you to see your prob-
lem in a new light. This may be the
first step towards a constructive solu-
tion. However, if your problems seem
to be getting out of hand, your doctor
may want to recommend a specialist.

LLeeaarrnn  ttoo  aacccceepptt  wwhhaatt  
yyoouu  ccaannnnoott  cchhaannggee

Many of us get upset about circum-
stances which are truly beyond our
control. Sometimes we even try to
make people over to suit our own
ideals and then feel frustrated when
we find that this cannot be done. We
can look for the best in others while
realizing that nobody is faultless.

Prevalence of stress level among Bank employees
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RoPax 
New Delhi: India
Post will use RoPax
(roll-on/off-passen-
ger) ferry services on
Gogha-Hazira route
for speedy postal
services between
Saurashtra and
South Gujarat and
Mumbai, according
to an official release.
Minister of State for
Communications
Devusinh Chauhan
on Friday will flag off
the daily mail and
parcel delivery trans-
portation services of
India Post on M.V.
Voyage Express-
RoPax Ferry.

Shares decline 
New Delhi: Shares of
Asian Paints declined
over 3 per cent on
Thursday after the
company’s December
quarter earnings
failed to cheer in-
vestors. The stock fell
2.64 per cent to Rs
2,868.05 apiece on the
BSE. During the day, it
declined 3.15 per cent
to Rs 2,853. It was the
biggest laggard
among the 30-share
BSE Sensex pack of
firms. On the NSE, it
went lower 
by 3.11 per cent at Rs
2,853.40 per share.

Adani 
Mumbai: Adani
Enterprises, which is
launching India Inc’s
second-largest follow-
on public offer worth
Rs 20,000 crore next
week, on Thursday
said it is planning to
enter the water seg-
ment as this is a key
element of its core
business of infra-
structure. The group
is into the entire
gamut of infrastruc-
ture — being its ports,
airports, roads, ex-
pressways power gen-
eration & distribu-
tion, among others.
In ports and airports,
the group is the
largest player in the
private sector.

Delay
Islamabad: In a
major blow to cash-
strapped Pakistan,
the World Bank has
delayed the approval
of two loans worth
USD 1.1 billion until
the next fiscal year,
according to a media
report. The
Washington-based
lender has also op-
posed slapping a flood
levy on imports, creat-
ing a new hole in an
already ambitious
USD 32 billion annual
financing plan.

Workshop 
Mumbai: The
Shipping and Ports
Ministry in collabora-
tion with India Ports
Global Ltd has con-
ducted a workshop on
linking Chabahar
Port in Iran with the
International North-
South Transport
Corridor (INSTC), an
official release said
on Thursday. The
Chabahar Port, which
has been developed
through Indian assis-
tance, is the commer-
cial transit centre for
the region, especially
Central Asia.

INT’L WATCH FAIR

A woman with her child visits the 21st International Watch and Clock Fair, at Palace Grounds in Bengaluru,
Thursday.

Officials of Association of
Renewable Energy Agencies

of States (AREAS) and
Carbon Markets Association
of India (CMAI) during the
signing of an MoU between

AREAS and CMAI.

Davos, Jan 19 (PTI): 

Sensing a huge opportu-
nity in the global semicon-
ductor market, India has
set in motion an ambi-
tious plan to become a key
supplier for the world
with the government itself
putting in USD 10 billion,
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s
Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said on
Thursday.

Speaking at a session on
‘Learning from semicon-
ductor supply shocks’ at
the World Economic
Forum Annual Meeting
2023 here, the minister
said there is a very large
market that requires semi-
conductor and India has a
huge potential in terms of
infrastructure, talent pool

and technology.
“Our university system

that produces a large
number of talent is also

helping a lot as we have
tied up with many univer-
sities to prepare right tal-
ent,” he said. Asked about

the government’s own in-
vestment plans, he said
the government itself is
putting in USD 10 billion

and it has chalked out a
long haul programme.

“We see a huge potential
for India to become a key
semiconductor supplier
for the entire world, that
too for the latest require-
ments including for elec-
tric vehicles and for all
cutting edge technologies.
We are convinced that the
demand is going to be
huge,” he added.

“The industry is going
to double in size to USD 1
trillion in the next 6-7
years with the growth rate
set to accelerate in a big
way,” he added.

Vaishnaw also said the
government is mindful of
the environment and it
will ensure that the new
factories are supplied
with green energy.

‘India aims to become key 
semiconductor supplier for world’

Union Minister for Communications Ashwini Vaishnaw at a panel discussion during the
World Economic Forum (WEF) Annual Meeting 2023, in Davos, Switzerland, Thursday.

Mumbai, Jan 19:
Aditya Birla Sun Life
AMC Limited(AB-
SLAMC), a subsidiary of
Aditya Birla Capital
Limited, an investment
manager to Aditya Birla
Sun Life Mutual Fund,
has announced the
launch of Multi Asset
Allocation Fund, an
open-ended scheme in-
vesting in equity, debt
and commodities. The
fund will focus on diver-
sifying its investments
across a variety of asset
classes in an attempt to
balance risk and reward
by allocating optimal
weights to the assets.
The NFO will remain
open from 11th January,
2023 to 25th January,
2023. Commenting on the

launch, A.
Balasubramanian, MD &
CEO, Aditya Birla Sun
Life AMC Limited said,
“The Aditya Birla Sun
Life Multi Asset
Allocation Fund gives in-
vestors access to a well-
diversified offering
across asset classes. It is
an excellent investment
option for both novice
and seasoned investors,
as it eliminates the
stress of investing,
tracking and maintain-
ing multiple investment
strategies. The fund at-
tempts to invest in a di-
versified portfolio of
high-quality debt and
money market securities
to generate income with
relatively minimal cred-
it risk.”

ABSLAMC Mutual 
Fund launches Multi Asset

Allocation Fund

New Delhi, Jan 19 (PTI): 

Hindustan Unilever
Ltd on Thursday said its
board has approved an
increase in royalty and
central services arrange-
ment fee to its parent
Unilever group for get-
ting technology, trade-
mark licenses and serv-
ices.

The new arrangement
envisages increasing
royalty and central serv-
ices fees to 3.45 per cent
of turnover in a stag-
gered manner over a pe-
riod of three years from
2.65 per cent in FY22, the
company said in a regu-
latory filing.

This arrangement is
subject to appropriate
regulatory approvals, it
added.

“The new arrange-
ment envisages a stag-

gered increase of 80 bps
over a period of 3 years
from 2.65 per cent to 3.45
per cent of turnover,” it
said.

Initially, there will be
a “45 bps increase in ef-
fective cost for February
to December 2023; 25 bps
further increase in effec-
tive cost for January to
December 2024; 10 bps
further increase in effec-
tive cost from January
2025”.

The current technolo-
gy, trademark license
and central services
agreement with Unilever
group was entered into
in January 2013 for a pe-
riod of 10 years. This
granted HUL the right to
use Unilever-owned
trademarks, technology,
corporate logo and gave
access to central servic-
es provided by the

Unilever group, it said.
“On the imminent ex-

piry of the current
agreement, Unilever had
requested for a review of
the same. HUL has been
receiving a steady
stream of benefits from
Unilever in terms of
faster innovations, supe-
rior products and tech-
nology, greater expert-
ise, and enhanced servic-
es,” it said, adding this
helps HUL to continue to
meet emerging con-
sumer needs with agility
and create value for all
stakeholders.

HUL said the new con-
tract terms were subject
to a detailed evaluation
and due diligence led by
its senior management
and guided by its Audit
Committee and Board.

“The Board also took
into consideration the

findings of an independ-
ent external assessment
and concluded that the
proposed arrangement
continues to be competi-
tive within the range
when compared against
relevant comparable
transactions as identi-
fied in the independent
external benchmark,” it
added.

The company asserted
that the new arrange-
ment will ensure that it
“continues to receive the
technology, services and
IP support from
Unilever”.

“India remains one of
the top three strategical-
ly prioritised markets
for Unilever with dialled
up access to innovations,
investments, capabili-
ties, and talent develop-
ment,” the company
said.

HUL board approves hiking royalty to parent 
From 2.65 pc to 3.45 pc of turnover

New Delhi, Jan 19:  

Godawari Electric
Motors, an EV manufac-
turer based in
Chhattisgarh, announced
its foray into the EV retail
space and launched its
Electric Auto (L5M), Eblu
Rozee and unisex electric
bicycle Eblu Spin at the
Auto Expo 2023.

Eblu Rozee (L5M) is ex-
plicitly designed to meet
consumer safety, comfort,
and performance needs.
Additionally, this e-auto is
endowed with a DCPD
body that is rust-proof and
high-impact resistant,
along with a 200Ah Li-ion
battery, enabling it to run
for 165 km (certified
range) on a single charge.
It boasts of features like
rear independent suspen-
sion for best-in-class com-
fort and safety, hydraulic

brakes on all three wheels,
a dual headlamp for better
visibility, and a park
switch to prevent acci-
dents when the ignition is
on. It comes with a 3-
year/80000 km warranty
and a low operating cost of
50 paise per/km. It aspires
to ensure a comfortable &
safe ride with features like
PU foam seats, solid super
structure, and extra leg
space. The e-auto is
equipped with regenera-
tive braking as well.

Eblu Spin is an all-new
revolutionary electric bi-
cycle that has a unisex de-
sign for easy & comfort-
able rides for all, modern
& stylish looks, and a
rugged frame. The electric
bicycle will be offered with
three battery options 6Ah,
12Ah and 18Ah and the
driving range will vary be-
tween 25-65 km for the

three variants. It will also
come with over and under-
voltage protection and a
portable charging facility.
It is equipped with front
and rear disc brakes and a
front telescopic suspen-
sion. The electric bicycle
will come with a 1-year
warranty on the motor,
cycle chassis frame, front
suspension and brake pad
and a 3-year warranty on
the battery and the charg-
er.

Speaking at the launch,
Hyder Khan, CEO,
Godawari Electric Motors,
said, “At Godawari
Electric, we aspire to en-
courage the adoption of
sustainable mobility solu-
tions by providing high-
quality, performance-en-
hanced e-vehicles, and
both Eblu Rozee and Eblu
Spin is the first step in this
direction.

Godawari Electric Motors 
commences its EV journey in India

Mumbai, Jan 19:

Jet Freight Logistics
Limited One of the leading
and trusted technology-
driven freight forwarding
company with a specialisa-
tion for perishable cargo is
planning to launch its
rights issue of Rs. 37.70
crores. Company is plan-
ning to utilise the funds for
Company’s expansion
plans, including the pur-
chase of a warehouse,
meeting working capital re-
quirements, entering new
geographies and general
corporate purposes.
Company has fixed
January 11 as the record
date for the purpose of de-
termining the equity share-
holders entitled to receive
the rights entitlement.
Rights issue of Company is
priced at Rs. 16.25 per share.

Rights issue of the
Company will open on
January 20 and close on
January 31. The last date
for market Renunciation of
Rights Entitlements is
January 25, 2023. The
Company will issue
2,32,01,892 fully paid-up eq-
uity shares of face value
Rs. 5 each at an issue price
of Rs. 16.25 per Equity
Share (including a premi-
um of Rs. 11.25 per Equity
Share) aggregating to Rs.
37.70 crores. The Rights en-
titlement ratio for the pro-
posed issue is fixed at 1:1 (1
fully paid-up equity share
for every 1 fully paid-up eq-
uity share held by the equi-
ty shareholders). Sharing
more details, Richard
Theknath, Chairman and
Managing Director, Jet

Freight, said, “Company
has taken many important
strategic initiatives, includ-
ing “Mission Excel” in the
recent past with a focus to
expand capacities, adding
more channel partners
aiming at exponential
growth. Our business ini-
tiatives are built upon the 4
P’s of business expansion
which comprises Product
expansion, People &
Culture, Process automa-
tion, and Promotion of
business. Our long-term
focus continues to be in-
vesting in growth through
building new capacities, ex-
panding footprints and de-
livering value for all our
stakeholders. Proceeds of
the issue will further
strengthen Company’s bal-
ance sheet and help fund its
expansion plans and strate-
gic growth initiatives.”

Jet Freight’s Rs 37.70 cr Rights
Issue opens for subscription 

 On January 20

Davos, Jan 19 (PTI): 

Robust mobile and inter-
net connectivity has
helped India in a big way
to expand financial inclu-
sion, while a diverse net-
work of banking corre-
spondents and micro
ATMs has ensured last
mile reach, SBI Chairman
Dinesh Kumar Khara said
on Thursday.

Speaking at a session on
‘Financial inclusion be-
yond access’ during the
World Economic Forum
Annual Meeting 2023 here,
he also said a lot is being
done in the country to
spread financial and digi-
tal literacy to help people
with their banking needs
and to safeguard them
from any frauds. “We are a
country of 1.3 billion and
the mobile phone connec-

tions we have are about 1.2
billion. We also have some
800 million internet con-
nections and that has
helped us a lot expand fi-
nancial inclusion,” Khara
said. “During the pandem-
ic period, we also did an-
other excellent job, that is
distributing foodgrain
also, rather than just dis-
tributing cash. That
helped us contain infla-
tion,” the SBI chairman

said. Khara said that his
and other banks have cre-
ated a robust system of
digital banking that help
people get access to their
banking needs in real
time. “Beyond mobile
phones also, we have a sys-
tem of banking correspon-
dents for last mile connec-
tivity and to reach out to
those without mobile
phones. Besides, we have a
huge network of branches,
ATMs and micro ATMs,”
he added. “Still, we are not
stopping at that and we
continuously monitor the
financial inclusion index
at the apex regulator level.
Financial literacy and dig-
ital literacy are other
areas where we are fo-
cussing a lot to help people
and to safeguard them
from any frauds etc,”
Khara said.

‘Mobile, internet connectivity key 
to India’s robust financial inclusion’

Dinesh Kumar Khara

New Delhi, Jan 19 (PTI): 

IT solutions major Rashi
Peripherals has filed pre-
liminary papers with capi-
tal markets regulator Sebi
to raise Rs 750 crore
through an Initial Public
Offering (IPO).

The public issue is com-
pletely fresh issue of
shares with no offer-for-
sale component, according
to the Draft Red Herring
Prospectus (DRHP).

The company may con-
sider a private placement
of equity shares for up to
Rs 150 crore. If such place-
ment is completed, the
fresh issue size will be re-
duced. Of the IPO pro-
ceeds, funds worth Rs 400
crore will be utilised for
payment of debt and Rs 200
crore for funding working
capital requirements and
general corporate purpos-
es. Mumbai-based Rashi

Peripherals Ltd is a nation-
al distributor of informa-
tion and communications
technology products for
brands like ASUS Global
Pte. Ltd, Dell International
Services India, HP India
Sales and Lenovo India.
The company aims to ex-
pand its geographic pres-
ence in non-metro cities
which includes Tier I and
Tier II cities and other
rural geographies which
are becoming centre of
consumptions for ICT
products such as personal
computers, smartphones,
internet devices, network-
ing devices. The compa-
ny’s revenue from opera-
tions surged 57.19 per cent
from Rs 5,925.05 crore in
fiscal 2021 to Rs 9,313.44
crore in fiscal 2022, while
its profit after tax grew
33.85 per cent to Rs 182.51
crore from Rs 136.35 crore
a year ago.

Rashi Peripherals files 
Rs 750-cr IPO papers with Sebi

New Delhi, Jan 19 (PTI): 

Smartphone maker
Samsung has advanced
the launch of its Galaxy
A series smartphones
with an aim to capture a
larger market share as it
looks to garner 75 per
cent of its mobile phone
business from the sale of
5G handsets this year, a
senior company official
said on Thursday.

Samsung India Senior
Vice President for
Mobile Business Raju
Pullan told PTI that the
company’s mobile busi-
ness grew over 22 per
cent in value terms be-
tween January-
November 2022 and is ex-
pected to grow faster
than the industry this

year, in strong double
digits. “Last year, indus-
try contribution for 5G
was 56 per cent as per in-
dustry analysts. 5G con-
tributed 61 per cent to
Samsung India’s mobile
phone business in 2022.
With the early launch of
Galaxy A14 5G and A23
5G, we expect the contri-
bution to go up to 75 per
cent,” he said.

Samsung will start
selling Galaxy A14 5G for
a net effective price of Rs
14,999 apiece and Galaxy
A 23 5G for a net effective
price of Rs 20,990 from
January 19.

Both smartphones will
come with a 6.6-inch full
high-definition display
and a 50-megapixel cam-
era.

Samsung eyes 75 % 
smartphone biz from

5G phones
Advances Galaxy A series launch



Shatrughan Sinha
all praise for

Bidipta in ‘Indian
Idol – Season 13’

TT his Sunday at 8:00 pm, Sony Entertainment Television’
sprestigious singing reality show, ‘Indian Idol – Season 13’

will be welcoming Bollywood’s veteran actor Shatrughan Sinha
along with his wife Poonam Singh. The show will be celebrating
the ‘Shaadi Special’ episode where the viewers will not only see
the Top 8 contestants give spectacular performances but also
engage the celebrity guests by bringing out the nostalgia factor.
Talking about the performances, Bidipta Chakraborty from
Kolkata will be singing the timeless classic, 'Bole Chudiyan' from
the 2021 film ‘Kabhi Khushi Kabhi Gham’. Her incredible vocals
invite a lot of applauses from everyone present on set. Not only
this, in an interesting twist, judge Himesh Reshammiya insists
Bidipta to vocalize a few lines on the famous quote, 'Ladoo shaa-
di ka toh yaaro aisa hai, jo khayepachtay, jo na khaye pachtay.'
Bidipta beautifully sings it post which, Himesh Reshammiya adds
his owns lines making the song even more interesting and not far
behind are Vishal Dadlani and host Aditya Narayan who further
add their own lines which makes the entire moment fun to watch.

Impressed with her performance, judge Vishal Dadlani shares,
"The way you not only sang the song but even the way you
expressed it… you have to understand that in today’s day and age,
artists are known by their face and their voice. They are not in the
background anymore. When you go on stage now, the audience
want to see ‘Bidipta.’ I feel you’ve reached that level with great
accuracy. Congratulations for that and great job!” Agreeing
with Vishal Dadlani, Shatrughan Sinha adds, “I completely agree
to what Vishal said. It is after many days and specially with new-
comers on this show I’ve observed that while the contestants sing,
there are a few things that really stand out. There is stability, clar-
ity and the mudras are very relaxed. With these three elements,
and with my experience added, you have presented beautifully. To
sing such and old song with a touch of new, that the old same on
its own became new. God bless you. I have also heard my friends
praising you and one of them if my family friend who was also a
guest on this show; Subhash Ghai who is like my brother, he had
some great words to say about you.”

BBee  ssuurree  ttoo  ttuunnee  iinnttoo  IInnddiiaann  IIddooll  sseeaassoonn  1133,,  tthhiiss  SSuunnddaayy  aatt  88::0000  ppmm
oonnllyy  oonn  SSoonnyy  EEnntteerrttaaiinnmmeenntt  TTeelleevviissiioonn.

ACROSS
1. Prima donna
5. Wet
9. Appears to be
14. Lyric poems
15. Double-reed instrument
16. Holland export
17. Oppress
19. Clear the blackboard
20. Artist’s prop
21. Edgy
23. Knockout count

24. Peruvian range
26. ____ Einstein
28. Mailbox item
30. Recluse
32. ____ Baba
33. Majestic
35. Stiff
39. Scandinavian capital
41. More painful
43. Melody
44. Hunts for
46. Sag

48. Dined
49. Pass on
51. Speech-maker
53. Fleet of warships
56. Blazing
57. Bombshell ____ West
58. Broker
61. Papas’ partners
64. Eight musicians
66. Work together
68. ____ Witherspoon of “Walk the
Line”
69. Gambling city
70. Healing plant
71. Miscalculated
72. Not new
73. Spigots

DOWN
1. Idiot
2. Concept
3. Having many skills
4. Agree
5. Medic
6. Borders on
7. Brief message
8. Eager
9. Pittsburgh footballer
10. Italy’s cont.
11. Make jubilant
12. Stingy one
13. Depleted
18. Senior
22. ____ Francisco
25. Love deity
27. Englishman, for short
28. Thailand’s neighbor

29. In addition
30. Moe and Curly’s pal
31. Butter alternative
34. “Star Wars” character
36. Central American country
37. Occupied with
38. Forest creature
40. Gumbo veggie
42. Shingle site
45. Tranquilized
47. Top quality
50. Linger
52. Biblical mountain
53. Love (Ital.)
54. Marathon runner
55. Measuring device
56. Expiate
59. Light tan
60. Negatives
62. On
63. Visualizes
65. Compass reading (abbr.)
67. Seedcase

CENTRAL CHRONICLE, RAIPUR, FRIDAY,  JANUARY  20,  2023

GRAND ENGAGEMENT

Industrialist Mukesh Ambani with wife Neeta Ambani, son Aakash Ambani daughter-in-law Shloka, daughter
Isha Ambani and son-in-law Anand Piramal during the engagement ceremony of Anant Ambani and Radhika
Merchant, in Mumbai, Thursday. 
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AA ctress Raveena Tandon
recently visited Shirdi

for Sai Baba darshan. The
actress performed the puja
inside the temple and prayed
before the Shirdi Sai Baba
idol. In the pictures, we can
see the actress dressed in
blue and white floral salwar
kameez. With minimal make-
up, the actress looked pretty
as always. Raveena was hon-
ored by the members of the
temple's trust and the
actress was gifted with a Sai
Baba statue and a red-col-
ored shawl. According to
sources, "As it’s closer to a
year since her dad passed.
She made a trip in his honour
to Shirdi. Late producer Ravi

Tandon and family is a huge
Sai devotee and even has a
huge marble statue of the
Saint in their house". Tandon
was seen bending down to

place her forehead on the
altar, placing her hands on
the altar. She also wrote a
poem for her dad and shared
it on her Instagram page.

Madhuri Dixit, Ajay Devgn,
Shilpa Shetty, Juhi Chawla,
Sonu Sood, and Vivek Oberoi,
among many others, offered
condolences to Raveena and
her family.

Sharing the pictures, she
wrote, "Darshan today  #shir-
di #omsairam . Gratitude. .
Picture courtesy - Saibaba
Mandir Trust."

On the work front, fans last
saw Raveena in KGF: Chapter
2. She will be next seen in
Ghudchadi with Sanjay Dutt.
She also has Arbaaz Khan's
Patna Shukla with Satish
Kaushik along with the sec-
ond season of her web show,
Aranyak as her upcoming
projects. 

Raveena Tandon seeks
blessings from Sai Baba 

A ctress Apeksha Porwal
shot to fame with her

debut series Undekhi in which
she plays a tribal girl out to
avenge her sister’s death. And
now, with the young actress
making great strides,
Apeksha’s much awaited
international English-Arabic
show, Slave Market releases
worldwide. Sharing her expe-
rience of being associated
with Slave Market show and
working with international
actors, stating, “Slave Market
is one of the most exhilarating
experiences I’ve ever had. To
work on this beautiful period
story, at such amazing loca-
tions, extravagant sets with
cast and crew from all around
the world is nothing short of a
dream. The character Lavani
and the story is very dear to
my heart and I am excited to
finally share what we’ve spent
months working on with the
audiences.” “Slave Market”
was filmed with 70 global
actors across 104 locations
that depict various parts of
the Middle East, Africa, Asia,
and Europe. The series fea-

tures Miss India Apeksha
Porwal along with Fayez Bin
Jurays, Al Anoud Saud,
Hashim Najdi, Haneen
Turkistany, Nawaf al-Dhufairi,
Nagham al-Malki, Marzouk al-
Ghamdy, Saeed al-Qahtani,
Shyam Kishore, Janique
Charles, Chris J Gordon, Avant
Strangel, Justina Biosah,
Genlee Motlana, Paballo
Owami Landu, Shannon
Gaskin, Nick Cornwall,
Natasha Choufani, Lauren
Elise Thomas, Nizar

Alsulaimani, and Sumaiah
Abdulwahab. The nine-
episode show – produced by
Middle-Eastern media giant
MBC Studios, written by
famed writer Kuwait’s Heba
Mashari Hamada and directed
by award-winning Tunisian
director Lassaad Oueslati – is
set in the 1900s and follows
the journey of Apeksha, who
plays an Indian princess and
her entrapment into slavery
along with a turbulent love
story.

R oad Safety Week is
organised annually

to promote awareness on
road safety measures and
rules. This year the
Mumbai Traffic Police has
teamed up with &TV for
an awareness campaign
starting January 11-17,
2023. &TV’s immensely
popular and beloved bhab-
his, Angoori (Shubhangi
Atre) and Anita (Vidisha
Srivastava), will reinforce
numerous road safety
measures like wearing hel-
mets, seatbelts, no drink-
ing and driving, among
others. Both the bhabhis
kicked off the public
awareness drive, urging
Mumbaikars to follow the
rules in their unique style,
characteristic of their on-
screen personalities.

Talking about Road
Safety Week, the Joint
Commissioner of Police
(Traffic), Shri
Pravinkumar Padwal,
said, "Road safety is one of
the most important goals
for the Mumbai Traffic
Police and it is our con-
stant endeavour to create
safer streets for the citi-
zens of Mumbai. In con-

tinuation of this endeav-
our, we are happy to part-
ner with &TV to spread
awareness of various safe-
ty measures and traffic vi-
olations. Through the use
of their popular charac-
ters, we hope to positively
influence Mumbaikars to
take road safety very seri-
ously, for themselves and
the safety of others.”

Adding to this, actor
Shubhangi Atre, aka
Angoori Bhabhi of Bhabiji
Ghar Par Hai, said, “I am
delighted to be a part of a
campaign that generates
awareness about road safe-
ty. Understanding and fol-
lowing traffic rules are im-
perative to avoid endan-

gering your life and oth-
ers’ lives. My fans can
click on
andtvroadsafety.zee5.com
and send my safety mes-
sage videos to their loved
ones.” Vidisha Srivastava,
aka Anita Bhabhi of
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai,
adds, "Kudos to the
Mumbai Traffic Police for
their consistent efforts on
educating and sensitising
commuters on road safety.
Let us all do our bit to
make our roads safer for
everyone.”
&TV and the Mumbai Traffic
Police urge every citizen to
drive safely and follow the traf-
fic rules, Kyunki Bhabiji Ghar
Par Hai!

TT his week, viewers of &TV
shows Doosri Maa,

Happu Ki Ultan Paltan and
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai will get to
witness conflicts and conspira-
cies. About &TV’s Doosri Maa
track, Krishna, shares, “After
discovering Kamini's (Priety
Sahay) truth, the family asks
her to leave the house and
never return, which enrages
her and drives her to seek
revenge. Kamini later plans to
ruin Yashoda (Neha Joshi) and
Ashok's (Mohit Dagga)
anniversary party. Kamini
gathers evidence against
Ashok. Yashodha asks Malti
(Anita Pradhan) and Suresh
(Sunil Dutt) to invite Kamini for
the anniversary celebration.
Krishna visits Kamini’s house
and is surprised to see his
mother Mala's (Nidi Uttam)
picture with Kamini.”
About &TV’s Bhabiji Ghar Par
Hai track, Anita Bhabi shares,
“Vibhuti's (Aasif Sheikh's)
cousin sister Gilli (Deeksha
Sahu) visits him, while Tiwari's
(Rohitashv Gour's) cousin
brother Danda (Harveer)
arrives at Tiwari’s house. Gilli
and Danda tell Vibhuti and
Tiwari that they love each
other. Vibhuti then promises
Gilli that he will arrange for a

grand marriage ceremony.
Tiwari, on the other hand, is
not convinced. Angoori
(Shubhangi Atre) suggests
Vibhuti to offer Tiwari his
favourite bottle of alcohol and
persuade him of their mar-
riage. After getting drunk,
Tiwari misbehaves with
Vibhuti, which enrages Anita
(Vidisha Srivastava). Vibhuti
jumps from his balcony and
ends up in the hospital to pres-
surize Tiwari.”

WWaattcchh  DDoooossrrii  MMaaaa  aatt  88::0000  ppmm,,
HHaappppuu  KKii  UUllttaann  PPaallttaann  aatt  1100::0000
ppmm,,  aanndd  BBhhaabbiijjii  GGhhaarr  PPaarr  HHaaii  aatt
1100::3300  ppmm,,  aaiirriinngg  eevveerryy  MMoonnddaayy
ttoo  FFrriiddaayy  oonnllyy  oonn  &&TTVV!!

Apeksha Porwal makes her 
Int’l debut with ‘Slave Market’

Adnan Khan reveals Shah Rukh is his idol
TT he Hindi adaptation of the

superhit Turkish drama
'1001 Nights,' Kathaa Ankahee,
airing on Sony Entertainment
Television, gets more intriguing
with the drama that unfold with
every episode. The journey of
Katha (Aditi Dev Sharma) and
Viaan (Adnan Khan), who are
connected by an irreversible
wound, exemplifies how love
can blossom from the darkest
moments in this repentance-
based love story. Katha's help-
lessness in the face of Viaan's
indecent proposal in exchange
for the money resulted in an

emotional torment for both of
them. Adnan Khan who has
charmed his way into the audi-
ence’s hearts with his good
looks and incredible acting skills
is playing the lead protagonist of
the show Viaan. This silver-
screen romantic hero idolises
the King of Romance Shah Rukh
Khan in real life to recreate the
same magic for the Television
screen. Talking about his inspi-
ration SRK, Adnan shares,
"Shah Rukh Khan is my hero
because I think he is brilliant
and witty. He came from no
where and became the king of

Bollywood through sheer will,
hard work, and discipline. Shah
Rukh Khan is my idol because he
is very charming, and I can lis-
ten to him even when he is not in
a movie and is giving a public
speech. I think it would be great
to be around him. He's my hero,
and I look up to him."
He further adds, "I love how he
treats people. When my aunt
saw him in a movie theatre in
Dubai, she waved at him and
said "Salaam." Mr Khan got up
and greeted her back in a very
polite way. When I hear stories
like this, I feel so good, and this

is what I aspire be: always kind
to older people. Love is a beauti-
ful language. The way Shah
Rukh Khan defines love is exact-
ly how I feel about it in real life."
TTuunnee  iinnttoo  KKaatthhaa  AAnnkkaahheeee  eevveerryy
MMoonnddaayy  ttoo  FFrriiddaayy  aatt  88::3300  ppmm
oonnllyy  oonn  SSoonnyy  EEnntteerrttaaiinnmmeenntt
TTeelleevviissiioonn..

&TV shows to witness
conflicts and conspiracies

&TV and Mumbai Traffic Police
join forces for Road Safety Week
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Bhubaneswar, Jan 19 (PTI):

Three-time champions
Netherlands registered a
record-breaking 14-0 win
over debutants Chile to se-
cure a direct qualification
into the quarter-finals,
while Malaysia stunned
New Zealand 3-2 to finish
second in Pool C at the FIH
Men’s Hockey World Cup
here on Thursday.

With three wins from as
many games, Netherlands
finished at the top of Pool
C with maximum nine
points, while Malaysia
were second with six
points from two victories.

In the second match of
the day, world No.3
Netherlands toyed with
Chile, ranked 23rd, and
scored goals at will to reg-
ister the biggest margin of
victory in a World Cup
match.

The record for the
biggest margin of win in a
hockey World Cup match
was earlier held by world
No.1 Australia, who
thrashed South Africa 12-0
in New Delhi.

Jip Janssen (6th, 29th,
34th, 44th minutes) and
skipper Thierry
Brinkman (25th, 33rd,

58th) scored a hat-trick
each, while Koen Bijen
(40th, 45th) struck a brace.

Derck de Vilder (22nd),
Thijs van Dam (23rd),
Terrance Pieters (37th),

Justen Blok (42nd) and
Teun Beins (48th) were the
other goal-getters for the

Dutch. Janssen’s all four
goals came from penalty
corners. The Netherlands,

who have won the World
Cup thrice and finished
runners-up in the last two

editions, earned 18 penalty
corners from which they
converted six, while Chile

got just two PCs in the
match.

Earlier, Malaysia’s star
player Faizal Saari (8th,
56th minutes) struck a
brace, while Razie Rahim
converted a penalty cor-
ner in the 42nd minute as
world No.11 Malaysia
shocked No.9 New Zealand
3-2 in another Pool C
match.

Hayden Phillips (51st)
and Sam Lan (52nd) scored
two goals in as many min-
utes to raise New
Zealand’s hopes before
Saari drew the final blood
four minutes later.

Lan’s strike was also the
2500th goal of the World
Cup.

New Zealand are third
in Pool C with just one
win, while Chile finished
winless.

While Netherlands qual-
ified directly for the last-
eight round, Malaysia and
New Zealand will play
crossover matches to book
their place in the quarter-
finals.

The top teams from the
four pools qualify directly
for the last-eight, while the
second and third-placed
sides play in the
crossovers matches to fill
up the remaining four
slots. Chile will play in the
fifth to 16th place classifi-
cation matches.

Netherlands register record win over Chile to seal berth in quarters

Netherlands’ players celebrate after scoring a goal during the FIH Odisha Hockey
Men’s World Cup 2023 match between Netherlands and Chile, at Kalinga Stadium in
Bhubaneswar, Thursday.

Players of Malaysia and New Zealand (in white) vie for ball during their FIH Odisha
Hockey Men’s World Cup 2023 match, at Kalinga Stadium in Bhubaneswar, Thursday.

● Malaysia stun
NZ in hockey WC

Melbourne, Jan 19 (AP):

Jenson Brooksby elimi-
nated No. 2 seed Casper
Ruud 6-3, 7-5, 6-7 (4), 6-2 in
the second round of the
Australian Open on
Thursday in Rod Laver
Arena, meaning a pair of
20-something Californians
have knocked out the top
two players in the men’s
bracket.

The 22-year-old
Brooksby’s surprise came
in the same round and on
the same court that 27-
year-old Mackenzie
McDonald defeated No. 1
seed and defending cham-
pion Rafael Nadal on
Wednesday at the year’s
first Grand Slam tourna-
ment. Brooksby is ranked
39th and making his
Australian Open debut. He

was supposed to enter a
year ago but came down
with COVID-19 the day be-

fore he was supposed to fly
to Australia. “Hopefully
this is the first of many
many good years here to
come,” Brooksby said.

Ruud was the runner-up
at the French Open to
Nadal last June and at the
U.S. Open to Carlos
Alcaraz last September.
Brooksby’s unusual play-
ing style, including his

two-handed backhand vol-
leys, and ability to track
down opponent’s shots,
were trouble for Ruud,
who took a medical time-
out after the second set.

The biggest problem for
Brooksby was closing this
one out. He held a trio of
match points while trying
to serve for the victory at
5-3 in the third set but

could not cash any of
them in.

After he got broken
there by missing a back-
hand, Brooksby sat down
in his changeover seat and
yelled at himself: “How?!
How?! God!”

Ruud, a 24-year-old
Norwegian, raced through
the end of that set, but
Brooksby righted himself
in the fourth, jumping out
to a 3-0 lead. Brooksby fin-
ished things off 1 hour, 15
minutes after his first
chance.

His performance contin-
ued the run of strong play
by men from the United
States during Week 1, a
significant development
given that none has won a
Grand Slam title since
Andy Roddick at the 2003
U.S. Open.

Melbourne, Jan 19 (PTI):

Competing in her last
Grand Slam, India tennis
star Sania Mirza cruised
into the second round of
the Australian Open here
on Thursday. Sania and
her Kazakh partner Anna
Danilina prevailed over
Hungary’s Dalma Galfi
and American Bernarda
Pera 6-2 7-5 in one hour and
15 minutes in the women’s
doubles. Wrapping up the
first set in less than 25 min-
utes, the pair led 4-1 in the
second when they were
made to work a bit as Galfi
and Pera won four games
on the trot to make it five-
all. However, the Indo-
Kazakh duo managed to

break Pera’s serve and
then Danilina held on to
hers to seal the issue and
set up a second round
clash against Alison Van
Uytvanck and Anhelina
Kalinina. A six-time Major

champion (three in dou-
bles and three in mixed
doubles), the 36-year-old
Indian has announced that
the Australian Open is her
last and she would be retir-
ing after WTA 1000 Dubai
Tennis Championships
slated from February 19.

In men’s doubles,
Ramkumar Ramanathan
and the duo of Yuki
Bhambri and Saketh
Myneni made first round
exits after losing their re-
spective matches.

Ramkumar and his
Mexican partner Miguel
Angel Reyes-Varela squan-
dered their first set lead to
go down 6-3 5-7 3-6 to the
Tsitsipas brothers —
Stefanos and Petros.

Sania-Danilina sail into
Australian Open second round

American Jenson Brooksby beats No. 2 Ruud at Australian Open

Jenson Brooksby of the
U.S. celebrates after de-
feating Casper Ruud of
Norway in their second

round match at the
Australian Open tennis

championship in
Melbourne, Australia,

Thursday.

Nagpur, Jan 19 (PTI):

Left-arm spinner
Aditya Sarwate grabbed a
match haul of 11 wickets
as Vidarbha pipped
Gujarat by 18 runs, de-
fending 73 on the third day
morning in a Ranji
Trophy Group D match at
Jamtha here.

With this Vidarbha de-
fended the lowest score —
73 — successfully in first-
class cricket in India, bet-
tering Bihar’s 78 against
Delhi in Jamshedpur way
back in the 1948-49 season.

At a venue where
India’s opening Test
against Australia is slated
to be played in less than a
month’s time, the match
witnessed 15 wickets tum-

bling on day one, followed
by 16 on the next day. The
Ranji Trophy game was
played on a side pitch,
while the Test would be
played on one of the cen-
tre strips.

Chasing a paltry 73,
Gujarat resumed their
second essay on six for
one as they were shot out
for 54 inside 31 overs on
the third day morning
with Sarwate once again
running through their
line-up with stunning fig-
ures of 15.3-6-17-6 to com-
plement his first innings
5/64. Sarwate, who re-
turned with a career-best
match haul of 11/81, was
complemented well by an-
other left-arm spinner in
Harsh Dubey (9-1-11-3).

Doha, Jan 19 (PTI):

Indian mixed doubles
duo of G Sathiyan and
Manika Batra stormed
into the WTT Contender
semifinals with a 3-0 win
over World No. 9 Spanish
pair of Maria Xiao and
Alvaro Robles here on
Thursday.

Continuing their splen-
did run, the Indian duo
took less than 24 minutes

to wrap the proceedings
11-9 11-9 11-5 and set up a
last-four clash against Lim
Jonghoon and Shin Yubin,
the world No. 20 duo from
Korea.

The other half of the
semifinal will take place
between the Chinese pair
of Kuai Man-Lin Shidong
and Wong Chun Ting-Doo
Hoi Kem of Hong Kong.
Both the semis are slated
later in the day.

Fresh from their tough
3-2 win over Tin-Tin Ho
and Samuel Walker of
England, the Indian pair
got off to a slow start and
trailed 2-5 and 3-6.

They gradually upped
the ante and won six
points in a row to take the
lead with a 11-9 win in the
first game.

New Delhi, Jan 19 (PTI): 

Defending champion
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy
and Chirag Shetty on
Thursday pulled out of the
India Open Super 750 after
the former suffered a hip
injury. “Satwik pulled his
left hip adductor, so decid-
ed to concede the match,”
Chirag told PTI. Earlier,
the Badminton
Association of India (BAI)
had said in an update that
Satwik had suffered a
groin injury. The world No.
5 Indian pair was sched-
uled to take on China’s Liu
Yu Chen and Ou Xuan Yi,
who had claimed the BWF
World Tour Finals in
December last year, in the
round of 16. Satwik and

Chirag had claimed a semi-
final finish at the Malaysia
Open Super 1000 tourna-
ment in Kuala Lumpur last
week. The pair broke new
ground in 2022, winning
two World tour titles — the
India Open Super 500 and
French Open Super 750 —,
securing the
Commonwealth Games
gold, anchoring India’s
epic Thomas Cup triumph,
and bagging a maiden
bronze at the World
Championships.

Hyderabad, Jan 19 (PTI):

Shubman Gill feels his
intent to look for bound-
aries despite wickets
falling at the other end
contributed immensely to
his sensational double
hundred in the first ODI
against New Zealand.

While the wickets were
falling regularly at the
other end, opener Gill bat-
ted till the 50th over to
script a knock for the
ages.

Thanks to Michael
Bracewell’s breathtaking
140 off 78 balls, New
Zealand came dangerous-
ly close to chasing down
350 but the barrage of
sixes that Gill hit in the

death overs made the dif-
ference.

The gifted Gill was not
getting support from the
other end but he kept
looking for the odd bound-
ary in the middle overs
before going ballistic in

the death overs. He ham-
mered six sixes in the last
10 balls he faced.

“This knock means a lot
to me. I could not convert
in the first ODI and third
game (against Sri Lanka),
I was looking to get a big

score but it didn’t happen.
Once I was set, the focus
was to score as may runs
as possible.

“With the extra fielder
inside the circle (in overs
11-40), we see the other
teams pushing in the mid-
dle overs. Even when
wickets were falling, I
wanted to show intent to
the bowlers because it’s
very easy to bowl dot balls
if the batter is not show-
ing intent.

“So, that was my intent
when the wickets were
falling that ‘I will hit you
if you are going to bowl
bad balls’,” the 23-year-old
spoke about his mindset
during his sensational in-
nings.

Hyderabad, Jan 19 (PTI):

Cricket runs in the fam-
ily for late bloomer
Michael and he is making
the Bracewells proud.

After his jaw-dropping
140 off 78 balls in the first
ODI against India on
Wednesday, the 31-year-old
New Zealander has made a
strong case to be rated as
the most feared number
seven batter in the world.

Chasing 350, his team
was down and out at 131
for six but Michael stayed
in the moment and slayed
the Indian attack to all
parts of the ground to sin-
gle-handedly take his team
on the brink of an improb-
able win before falling just

12 runs short.
Such was his zone that

he picked a spot and the
ball followed, whether it
was an audacious scoop
off Mohammed Shami or
an outrageous driver over
cover off Kuldeep Yadav.
Overall, as many as 10
sixes came from his blade.

Having made his inter-

national debut in March
last year, 10 years after his
maiden first-class appear-
ance, Michael is surely
making the opportunity
count. It wasn’t the first
time he found himself in a
hopeless situation. In only
his fourth ODI, he had
smashed an unbeaten 127
against Ireland to chase

down 301 after New
Zealand lost six wickets
for 153 runs.

He could not get his
team over the line on
Wednesday but won a lot
of fans for his fearless dis-
play. His family, which in-
cludes three Test crick-
eters in John Bracewell
(uncle), Brendon
Bracewell (uncle) and
Doug Bracewell (cousin),
must be proud too.

His father Mark, his
coach since childhood,
played first-class cricket in
New Zealand. Speaking
after his epic innings,
Bracewell said years spent
in domestic cricket is help-
ing him massively at the
highest level.

Satwik-Chirag pull out 
of India Open due to injury

Nagpur Blues: Vidarbha defends lowest score in
first-class cricket in India, shoot out Gujarat for 54

Vidarbha bowler Harsh Dubey celebrates with team-
mates after taking a wicket during the Ranji Trophy
cricket match against Gujarat at VCA Stadium, in
Nagpur, Maharashtra, Thursday.

WTT Contender: Manika,
Sathiyan storm into semis

Even when wickets were falling, my intent
was to punish the bad balls: Shubman

A late entrant to international cricket, another 
product from Bracewell family making up for lost time

No. 5 Sabalenka moves into 3rd round 
at the Australian Open

Melbourne, Jan 19 (AP) Aryna Sabalenka improved her win-
ning streak to six as she beat American Shelby Rogers 6-3, 6-1
on Thursday to reach the third round of the Australian Open.
The No. 5-seeded Sabalenka, who began the year by winning
the title in Adelaide, trailed the American 3-1 early in the
match but won five straight games to take the opening set and
then eased through the second. “I expected a great level from
her today, that’s why I stayed focused from the beginning to
the end,” Sabalenka said.
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Two leopard skins seized
in separate places

Malkangiri/Baripada
(Odisha), Jan 19 (PTI):
Forest Department offi-
cials have seized two leop-
ard skins in separate inci-
dents in Odisha's two trib-
al dominated districts of
Malkangiri and
Mayurbhanj and arrested
six persons on the charge
of smuggling of wildlife
body parts, police said on
Thursday. The market

value of two leopard skin
could be above Rs 2.5 lakh
in international market,
forest officials said. In
Mayurbhanj district, the
forest officials raided
Badaolia village on the
foothills of Similipal
National Park and seized
a leopard skin and cash of
Rs 1.27 lakh, said SP
Mayurbhanj Rishikesh
Dyandeo Khilari.

Proportion of govt schools with less
than 60 students increased every 
year in last decade: ASER 2022

New Delhi, Jan 19 (PTI): 

The proportion of gov-
ernment schools with less
than 60 enrolled students
has increased every year
over the last decade, ac-
cording to the Annual
Status of Education
Report (ASER). The cru-
cial report pointed out that
states with highest propor-
tion of small schools in
2022 were Himachal
Pradesh and Uttarakhand.

"The proportion of gov-
ernment schools with
less than 60 students en-
rolled has increased
every year over the last
decade. Nationally, this
figure was 17.3 pc in 2010,
24 pc in 2014, 29.4 pc in
2018, and stands at 29.9 pc
in 2022. The states with
the highest proportion of
small schools in 2022 in-
clude Himachal Pradesh
(81.4 pc) and Uttarakhand
(74 pc).

"However, some states
show a decrease in the
fraction of small schools,
such as Uttar Pradesh
(from 10.4 pc in 2018 to 7.9
pc in 2022) and Kerala
(from 24.1 pc in 2018 to
16.2 pc in 2022)," the re-
port said.

ASER is a nationwide,
citizen-led household sur-
vey that provides a snap-
shot of children's school-
ing and learning in rural
India. The first ASER sur-
vey was conducted in 2005
and repeated annually for
10 years.

ASER 2022 is the first
field-based "basic" survey
after a gap of four years.
It also comes at a time
when children are back in
school after an extended
period of school closure
in view of the COVID-19
pandemic.

The latest study has
surveyed a total of 19,060
villages in rural India

which include 3,74,544
households and 6,99,597
children in the age group
3 to 16 years.

The report noted that
proportion of multi-grade
class 2 and 4 classrooms
also shows a steady in-
crease over the past
decade. "For example, the
proportion of grade 2
classrooms observed to be
sitting with children from
other grades was 54.8 pc
in 2010, 61.6 pc in 2014, 62.4
pc in 2018, and stands at
65.5 pc in 2022.

"Increases over 2018 lev-
els are visible in Gujarat
(from 50.9 pc in 2018 to
69.3 pc in 2022) and
Chhattisgarh (from 71.3
pc in 2018 to 79.5 pc in
2022), among other
states," it said. The survey
found that nationally,
small improvements are
visible in all Right to
Education-related indica-
tors over 2018 levels.

BJP govt’s policies ‘create
fear’ among people: Rahul 

Pathankot (Punjab), Jan 19 (PTI): 

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Thursday
launched a scathing attack
on the BJP-led Centre, al-
leging that its policies "cre-
ate fear" among the people.
He also accused the BJP
and the RSS of creating an
atmosphere of hatred, vio-
lence and fear in the 
country.

The former Congress

chief took on the
Narendra Modi govern-
ment over demonetisation,
"faulty" Goods and
Services Tax (GST) and the
Agnipath defence recruit-
ment scheme.

Addressing a rally here
on the last day of Bharat
Jodo Yatra's Punjab-leg,
Gandhi alleged that the
BJP was making one reli-
gion fight against another,
creating a wedge, pitting

one caste against another
and one language against
another. "They (BJP) cre-
ate fear. All of their poli-
cies cause fear to one or
the other," he alleged.

Pointing towards the
policies of the previous
UPA government, Gandhi
said it brought MGNRE-
GA, waived farm loans,
urban renewal mission,
green revolution and white
revolution. "Whatever we
do is to wipe out fear. And
whatever they do they
(BJP) do is to spread fear.

"Look at their policies --
farmers get up at 4 am in
the morning and they toil
hard daily and feed the na-
tion. Farmers do not want
anything in return, they
only want respect," he
said. He targeted the
Centre over the now-re-
pealed three agri laws and
said these created fear in
the minds of farmers. "But
what did BJP do for them --
they brought 'black' farm
laws. These laws created
fear among farmers," 
he said.

PM gives BJP launchpad in poll-bound
K'taka, showcases progress, welfare schemes

Yadgiri/Kalaburagi, Jan 19 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Thursday sought to woo
voters in north Karnataka
by showcasing develop-
ment and social welfare
programmes thereby giv-
ing the ruling BJP a
launchpad in the run-up to
the Assembly elections due
in about three months.

This is Modi's second
visit to Karnataka in less
than 10 days after his trip to
Hubballi on January 12
where he inaugurated a na-
tional youth festival and
staged a massive road-
show. The visit gains signif-
icance, as the ruling BJP
prepares for Assembly
polls and has set a target of
winning a minimum of 150
out of total 224 seats.

Though today's events
were government pro-
grammes, Modi's push for
BJP's developmental agen-
da in his speeches, while

targeting the opposition
parties, without naming
any, and accusing them of
votebank politics, had polit-
ical connotations attached
to this visit.

Modi's visit and BJP gov-
ernment's string of devel-
opmental projects and
schemes in the two dis-
tricts of the Kalyana
Karnataka region, earlier

Hyderabad Karnataka re-
gion which is considered to
be the backyard of
Congress's national presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge
(with Kalaburagi his home
town and former con-
stituency), are seen with
political significance.

The BJP aims to improve
its tally in the region,
where the Congress is a

force to reckon with. In the
2013 polls, Congress bagged
22 seats and BJP shared
second place with JD(S)
with just 5 seats. While B S
Yediyurappa's KJP
(Karnataka Janata
Paksha), which he later
merged with BJP, got 3 and
others won in 5. In the 2008
Assembly polls too, when
"resourceful" mining
barons- Reddy brothers- of
Ballari held sway, Congress
managed to bag 19 seats,
leaving 15 for the BJP and 5
for the JD(S), and others 1.

At Kodekal village in
Yadgiri district, the Prime
Minister laid the founda-
tion stone and inaugurated
various developmental
projects for irrigation,
drinking water, and nation-
al highway Later in the af-
ternoon, he launched the
'Hakku Patra' (land title
deed) distribution drive to
over 52,000 nomadic
Lambani (Banjara) tribes
at Malkhed in Kalaburagi

district. Without naming
the Congress, he blamed
the party's "votebank" poli-
tics for the backwardness
of certain regions of the
State.

"Earlier governments
had declared several dis-
tricts, including Yadgiri as
backward, and had shirked
their responsibilities. The
reason for this region lag-
ging behind in develop-
ment is the previous gov-
ernments here did not
spare time on thinking
about how to get rid of
backwardness from here,
leave aside putting in ef-
forts towards it (develop-
ment)," he said. Yadagiri is
part of the 'Kalyana
Karnataka' or the
Hyderabad Karnataka re-
gion as it was earlier
known. These districts that
were under the erstwhile
rule of Nizams of
Hyderabad are among the
backward regions of
the State.

Can’t bar child from taking exam 
mid-session due to fee non-payment: HC

New Delhi, Jan 19 (PTI): 

Education is an impor-
tant right "encompassed
under right to life" and a
child cannot be made to
suffer by barring him
from attending school or
taking examinations in
the middle of an academic
session on the ground of
non-payment of fees, the
Delhi High Court has said.

The court's observation
came on a petition by a
class 10 student of a pri-
vate unaided school here
whose name was struck
off the roll due to non-pay-
ment of fees and who
sought directions to be
permittted to sit in the up-
coming CBSE board exam-
inations.

While taking a "compas-
sionate and sympathetic
view" of the plea, Justice
Mini Pushkarna said not
allowing a student to take

examinations, especially
board examinations, will
be an infringement of his
rights akin to the right to
life. She therefore directed
that the student be allowed
to take the board examina-
tions. The petitioner
claimed he was unable to
pay his school fees regu-
larly on account of the fi-
nancial losses faced by his
father following the Covid-
induced lockdowns.

The court observed that
if the petitioner is unable
to pay the fees, he "certain-
ly does not have a right to
continue education in the
school in question" but he
"cannot be tormented in
this manner in the middle
of the academic session".

To balance the interest of
both the parties, the court
said the petitioner should
pay some amount towards
the fees payable to the
school. It directed the stu-

dent to pay Rs 30,000 to the
school within four weeks.

"Education has been
held to be essentially a
charitable object, a kind of
service to the communi-
ty...A child cannot be made
to suffer and not be al-
lowed to attend classes or
barred from taking exami-
nations in the middle of
an academic session on
the ground of non-pay-
ment of fees," said the
court in an order passed
this week.

"Education is the foun-
dation, which shapes the
future of a child and
which in turn shapes the
future of the society in
general. Therefore, not al-
lowing a student to take
examinations, especially
the Board Examinations,
would be infringement of
the rights of a child akin
to Right to Life as guaran-
teed under Article 21 of

the Constitution of India,"
the court said. It said the
Supreme Court has ex-
panded the rights under
Article 21 of the
Constitution and educa-
tion is "certainly one of
the important rights
which would be encom-
passed under right to life".

The school told the
court that a large sum to-
wards fees totalling over
Rs 3 lakh was due and
payable not only by the pe-
titioner but also his sister
who passed out in the last
academic session. Being a
private unaided school, it
was not possible for the
school to impart education
if students do not pay
their fees regularly, it said.
The court said in Indian
society, board examina-
tions were critical and the
petitioner's academic year
cannot be allowed to be
wasted.
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An army jawan briefs visitors about drones during a mega equipment display as part of ‘Know your Army’ 
campaign conducted by Chinar Corps at Budgam Stadium, Srinagar, Thursday.

KNOW YOUR ARMY

Prime Minister Narendra Modi speaks during the inauguration
and foundation stone laying ceremony of various development
projects, at Kodekal in Yadgiri district, Thursday.

Congress President Mallikarjun Kharge with party leader
Rahul Gandhi during a public meeting amid the party's
Bharat Jodo Yatra, in Pathankot, Thursday.



Leopardess dead
NNaaggppuurr::  A leopardess that
went missing last week
from her enclosure in the
Balasaheb Thackeray
Gorewada International
Zoological Park in
Maharashtra’s Nagpur has
been found dead, an offi-
cial said on Thursday. A
cage had been installed on
Sunday to trap the missing
leopardess, called
‘Chandni’, but her body
was found within the zoo
premises on Monday
morning, he said.

Gunfight
MMeeddiinniinnaaggaarr::  A gunfight
broke out between security
forces and Naxals in
Jharkhand’s Palamu dis-
trict on Thursday, police
said. Acting on a tip-off
that some members of the
banned Tritiya Sammelan
Prastuti Committee (TSPC)
had assembled at a  forest
in the Manatu police sta-
tion area, an operation was
started by CRPF and the
district police.

Earthquake 
JJaammmmuu::  An earthquake of
3.2 magnitude hit Jammu
and Kashmir on
Thursday but there was
no loss of life or damage
to property, officials
said. The epicentre of
the earthquake, which
occurred at 12.4 pm, was
the Doda area in the
Jammu region, they said.

BRIEF

Tribal artists in traditional
attire take part in a 

procession during the 45th
‘Kokborok Day’, in Agartala,

Thursday.
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NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJaann  1199  ((PPTTII))::

The Supreme Court
Collegium has reiterated its
November 11, 2021 recommen-
dation for appointing senior
advocate Saurabh Kirpal, an
openly gay person, as a judge
of the Delhi High Court, reject-
ing the Centre’s contention
that though homosexuality
stands decriminalised in India,
same-sex marriage is still
bereft of recognition.

The three-member
Collegium headed by Chief
Justice of India DY

Chandrachud and also com-
prising Justices S K Kaul and K
M Joseph, said the proposal for
appointment of Kirpal as a
judge of the high court has
been pending for over five
years and needs to be
processed expeditiously.

“In this backdrop, the
Collegium resolves to reiterate
its recommendation dated 11
November, 2021 for appoint-
ment of Shri Saurabh Kirpal as
a Judge of the Delhi High Court
which needs to be processed
expeditiously,” said a state-
ment uploaded on the apex

court website. Kirpal is the son
of former Chief Justice of India
B N Kirpal. “The recommenda-
tion unanimously made by the
Collegium of the Delhi High
Court on October 13, 2017 and
approved by the Supreme
Court Collegium on November
11, 2021 has been referred
back to us on November 25,
2022 for reconsideration in
light of the observations made
in the file,” it noted.

The Collegium’s statement
lauded Kirpal for being open
about his sexual orientation,
saying it “goes to his credit”

that he has not been surrepti-
tious about it. “From the letters
of the Research & Analysis
Wing (R&AW) dated April 11,
2019 and March 18, 2021, it
appears that there are two
objections to the recommenda-
tion which was made by the
Collegium of this court on
November 11, 2021 approving
the name of Shri Saurabh
Kirpal namely: (i) the partner
of Shri Saurabh Kirpal is a
Swiss national, and (ii) he is in
an intimate relationship and is
open about his sexual orienta-
tion,” the apex court statement

said. The statement quoted the
letter of the Union Law
Minister dated April 1, 2021
that though homosexuality
stands de-criminalised in India,
nonetheless same-sex mar-
riage still remains bereft of
recognition either in codified
statutory law or uncodified
personal law in India.

“Moreover, it has been stat-
ed that the candidate’s ‘ardent
involvement and passionate
attachment to the cause of
gay-rights’ would not rule out
the possibility of bias and prej-
udice,” the statement said.

New Delhi, Jan 19 (PTI):
The Supreme Court on
Thursday refused to enter-
tain the plea of US tech
giant Google against an
order of the National
Company Law Appellate
Tribunal (NCLAT) refus-
ing an interim stay on the
competition regulator im-
posing a Rs 1,337 crore
penalty on it.

A bench of Chief
Justice DY Chandrachud
and Justices PS
Narasimha and J B
Pardiwala granted the US
firm seven days to deposit
10 per cent of the penalty
imposed by the
Competition Commission
of India (CCI). The top
court asked the NCLAT to
decide Google’s appeal
against the competition

regulator’s order by
March 31 this year. The
US firm has been asked to
approach the NCLAT
within three working
days from Thursday for
seeking adjudication on
its appeal against the CCI
order.

The NCLAT had on
January 4 refused to
grant an interim stay on
the order of the competi-
tion regulator and asked
Google to deposit 10 per
cent of the penalty
amount. The NCLAT had
admitted the search
giant’s challenge to the
CCI slapping a Rs 1,337.76
crore fine for abusing the
dominant position of its
Android smartphone op-
erating system in the
country.

New Delhi, Jan 19 (PTI):

The country’s top
wrestlers on Thursday
vowed to intensify their
protest, saying the govern-
ment has given them an
assurance but no “satisfac-
tory response” and they

will lodge multiple FIRs
against WFI President Brij
Bhushan Sharan Singh if
the Wrestling Federation
of India is not disbanded
immediately.

The wrestlers, who have
accused the WFI President
of sexual exploitation and

intimidation, continued
their dharna for the sec-
ond day as more grapplers
joined them in what they
called was a fight to give “a
new life to Indian
wrestling.”

Three-time CWG medal-
list and BJP leader Babita
Phogat came to the protest
site with a “message” from
the government and as-
sured the grapplers that
their demands will be met

as the athletes took turn to
share their bad experi-
ences.

Tokyo Olympics silver
medallist Ravi Dahiya
pleaded for more support
while young Anshu Malik
narrated how WFI
President’s presence in the
players’ hotel in Bulgaria
during the world junior
championship last year
made the women wrestlers
uncomfortable.

School bus 
conductor held for

raping 5-year-old girl
BBiillaassppuurr,,  JJaann  1199  ((PPTTII)):: A five-
year-old girl was raped
allegedly by her school bus
conductor in Chhattisgarh’s
Mungeli district, a police offi-
cial said on Thursday. The inci-
dent took place on January 17
when the 41-year-old accused
walked the child home after
she alighted from the school
bus at her designated halt,
Mungeli Superintendent of
Police Chandramohan Singh
said. “There were three women
teachers and other children on
board. The accused sexually
assaulted the child while drop-
ping her home from the bus
halt. The child complained of
pain in her private parts and
her mother took her to a doc-
tor, who found bleeding in the
private parts,” he said.

“The parents approached
police, and the accused was
held within two hours of a case
being registered. 

New Delhi, Jan 19 (PTI):

Delhi Commission for
Women chairperson Swati
Maliwal on Thursday al-
leged she was molested by
an inebriated man and
dragged by his car for 10-15
metres outside AIIMS
with her hand stuck in the
vehicle’s window as he
drove on.

A 47-year-old man living
in south Delhi’s Sangam
Vihar has been arrested
following the incident
which took place in the
early hours of the day.

The DCW chief said she
was out in the night to in-
spect the state of women
security in Delhi along
with her team, in the wake

of the Kanjhawla hit-and-
drag incident in which a
20-year-old woman was
dragged to death while
trapped under a car in the
national capital.

Maliwal’s team was
with her during the in-
spection, although it was
stationed at some distance.

“Last night, I was in-
specting the situation of
women safety in Delhi. A
car driver, in an inebriated
condition, harassed me
and when I caught hold of
him, he rolled up the win-
dow pane on my hand and
dragged me along. God
saved my life. If the chair-
person of the women’s
commission is not safe in
Delhi, one can then imag-

ine the situation,” she
tweeted about the incident
in Hindi. “While on the in-
spection, a man molested
me and dragged me with
his car. If the DCW chief
isn’t safe in Delhi, one can
imagine how unsafe Delhi
is for women,” Maliwal
said.

Later, the DCW issued a
statement saying Maliwal
was standing at a bus stop
on Ring Road opposite
AIIMS when the car ap-
proached her.

“The driver rolled down
the window and asked her
to sit in the car but she re-
fused. The man stared at
her for sometime and left
the spot but again ap-
proached her after a while.

Unhappy with government assurance without action,
wrestlers ready to lodge FIR against WFI President

Wrestlers Vinesh Phogat, Sakshi Malik, Bajrang Punia,
Deepak Punia and Ravi Dahiya during their ‘dharna’ to
protest against the Wrestling Federation of India (WFI),
at Jantar Mantar in New Delhi, Thursday.

WFI Emergency General Council in Ayodhya
It has been learnt that the Wrestling Federation of India (WFI) has
called for an Emergency General Council in Ayodhya on Sunday to
discuss the issue. “Yes, a meeting has been called and future
course of action will be discussed. I can’t say if WFI President will
resign or not. It needs to be discussed,” said a WFI official.
According to the National Sports Code, a person may serve as
President, and thereby on the Board, of the NOC/NSF for up to
three terms or 12 years with or without break, after the completion
of which tenure as President, the person shall not be entitled to
return as an office bearer or Board member of the NSF.

Android dominance 

SC refuses to entertain Google’s
plea against NCLAT order

Delhi women’s panel chief
dragged by car for 10-15 metres 

SC Collegium reiterates recommendation to
appoint sr advocate Saurabh Kirpal as HC judge
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Bhilai, Jan 19: SAIL
Swarna Jayanti Volleyball
Championship took off at
Volleyball Complex in
Pant Stadium, Bhilai on
January 18,2023 with
Bhilai Steel Plant beating
SAIL Unit Ranchi 2-0, SSP
Salem beating Corporate
Office 2-0, BSL beating
CMO, Kolkata 2-0 & DSP
beating RSP 2-1 in the first
four matches played on the
first day.

The four-day
Championship was inau-
gurated by Director In
charge, Bhilai Steel Plant,
Anirban Dasgupta in pres-
ence of Executive
Directors, senior officers,
members of the Plant's
Sports, Culture & Civic
Amenities Dept and vol-

leyball enthusiasts of the
steel city. As many as 11
teams representing all
SAIL units are playing in
this championship.

Supela Police take community policing initiative ‘Rubaru’

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 19: On the in-
structions of
Superintendent of Police
(Durg) Dr Abhishek
Pallava and under the
guidance of Additional
Superintendent of Police
(city) Sanjay Dhruv and
City Superintendent of
Police (Bhilai Nagar)
Nikhil Rakhecha, the
team of Supela Police
Station led by Inspector

Durgesh Sharma
launched a unique com-
munity policing initiative
"Rubaru".

The purpose of
"Rubaru" is to create di-
rect contact between the
police and the common
people and to remove the
fear and hesitation from
their minds to approach
the police. In order to
make this initiative suc-
cessful, the limits of
Supela Police Station have

been divided into a total of
06 beats. Officers / person-
nel have been deployed in
each beat. Through the
"Rubaru" programme,
cops are trying to immedi-
ately resolve the problems
of people.

On Wednesday, the
Rubaru event was organ-
ised at RashneAwas in
Kosanala Nehru Nagar.
Cops interacted directly
with the people and heard
their complaints. The

complaints were resolved
promptly. A large number
of locals attended the pro-
gramme to take advantage
of the police services.

Cops accompanied by
locals inspected the places
where anti-social ele-
ments used to hang out.
Along with this, a plan has
been prepared to install
CCTV cameras. Supela po-
lice will continue to organ-
ise such meetings under
the "Rubaru" programme.

Students of Rungta Dental College secure
Top Position in Ayush University Exam 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 19: Pt
DeenDayal Upadhyay
Memorial Ayush
University of Raipur CG
announced their BDS re-
sults for 2nd, 3rd& 4th year
respectively. The students
from Rungta college of
Dental Science & Research,
Sanjay Rungta Group of
Institution topped the list.

The Ayush University of

Raipur CG includes 6
Dental Colleges in CG;
whose result was an-
nounced among which the
students of RCDSR entered
the top- 10 list; 6 students
from BDS 2nd& 3rd& 7stu-
dents from BDS final year
secured their positions in
top-10 list. The chairman of
institute Sanjay Rungta
congratulated the students
& faculties for the over-
whelming academic per-
formance. He also empha-
sized on the fact that
RCDSR has consistently
given toppers in CG. The
Dean of The institute Dr
Karthik Krishna M also
congratulated the students

for their excellent perform-
ance. He credited this
achievement to the excel-
lent infrastructure & dedi-
cated faculties. In BDS 2nd
year,Aarushi Shrivastav,
Mansi Chandak secured
the 1st position along with
Danish 

Khan &Pritha Roy se-
cured the 2nd& 3rd position
respectively.In BDS 3rd
year,1st position was
bagged by Vatsala Singh,
2ndMehak Agrawal & 3rd
by Amrita Bhasani.In BDS
final year, Mansi Anil
Tambade, Deeksha Naik &
Sakshi Sharan topped the
university with 1st ,2nd&
3rd position respectively.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 19:
Considering the repeated
complaints of increasing
pollution in Rasmada,
Home and PWD Minister
TamradhwajSahu chaired
a meeting of industry rep-
resentatives and rural peo-
ple in the presence of ad-
ministrative officials on
Wednesday. Efforts were
made to solve the problem
of dust and smoke in
Rasmada.

Collector Pushpendra
Kumar Meena was also
present in the meeting.
The Minister said that the
industries should ensure
that the problem of dust
and smoke is completely
eradicated. The adminis-
tration should also contin-
uously monitor the situa-
tion and take strict action

in case of violations.
The Home Minister

asked the officials to con-
duct surprise checks even
at night and see whether
the machines installed for
prevention of pollution
are working or not. The
Collector said that officials
of the Environment
Department would be di-
rected for regular inspec-
tion at night. Along with
this, the team of the
Revenue Department will
also monitor the situation
separately and take feed-
back from the villagers
regularly.

It was decided in the
meeting that the old ma-
chines should be replaced
with new machines. At
regular intervals, the offi-
cials of the Environment
Board will check the pollu-
tion situation. The deci-

sion to remove the en-
croachment on the indus-
trial land was also taken.

The Minister said that
for establishment of in-
dustry, it is mandatory to
plant trees in 33 percent
area. The officials must
ensure that the norms are
followed by the industries.
The Minister instructed
CSIDC officials to review

the roads and other basic
infrastructure in the in-
dustrial area and improve
it.

The villagers said that
maximum employment
opportunities should be
given to the local people in
these industries, but this
rule is not being imple-
mented. The Minister
asked the 146 industrial

units to give information
about the employment
given to the local people
within five days.

Along with this, he also
said that the industrial
units should also tell how
they have done CSR activi-
ties in the last five years
and how much money
they have spent on CSR.
The Minister said that in-
dustrial clusters should
take maximum participa-
tion for local development
and give maximum benefit
of employment opportuni-
ties to the local people.

It was also decided in
the meeting that industri-
al units will also cooperate
in removing road dust. For
this, the Industrial
Association will constitute
a committee and this com-
mittee will work to remove
road dust.
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Bhilai, Jan 19: A three-
month training on Sisal
art for women in
Marodabasti being organ-
ised by SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant as part of CSR pro-
gramme for empowering
women in peripheral vil-
lages was inaugurated by
CGM (Personnel) Nisha
Soni on January 18, 2023.

In her inaugural ad-

dress, Soni said there is a
great demand for handi-
crafts in the country and
such training pro-
grammes are designed to
train women so that they
can earn their own liveli-
hood.

The 25 women who are
being trained in sisal art
would also be given Rs
3000 per month as stipend.
Addressing participants of
the training programme,

Sheorajan, GM (CSR)
urged them to carefully
learn the skills of sisal art
as it would enable them to
supplement their family
income and stand on their
own feet.

He also appealed to
them to encourage other
womenfolk to learn the
art. The inaugural func-
tion was coordinated by
Sushil Kamde, Senior
Manager (CSR).
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Bhilai, Jan 19: Under the
R a m a y a n a
M a n d a l i P r o t s a h a n
Yojana, Manasgaan
Competitions are being or-
ganized from Gram
Panchayat level to State
level. Home Minister
TamradhwajSahu was
present as Chief Guest on
the second day of the
Janpad level Manasgaan
competition being organ-
ised in village Hanoda.

24 participating groups
gave their presentation on
the day. In his address,
TamradhwajSahu said
that Chhattisgarh has
deep respect for Lord Ram
and Ramayana. Similarly,
Manas singing is an an-
cient and special tradition
in Chhattisgarh.

Ramayana Gayan is or-
ganized in a different
manner in Chhattisgarh
which is not seen in the
whole country.
Arrangements have been
made by the state govern-
ment to organize its com-
petition and give cash
prizes to encourage this
tradition.

Under the leadership of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, serious efforts
have been started to pre-
serve and promote the glo-
rious culture of
Chhattisgarh. The festi-
vals like Hareli, Teeja and
Pola are being celebrated
at the government level.

The state government
has also developed the am-
bitious project of Ram
Van Gaman Paryatan
Paripath. The state is also

promoting traditional
games of Chhattisgarh.
Holidays have been de-
clared on Hareli,
H a r i t a l i k a T e e j ,
ChhercheraPunni -
Shakambhari Jayanti,
Karma Jayanti, World
Tribal Day and Chhath
Puja. Ramayana explains

the right way to live life,
Sahu added.

District Panchayat
President Shalani Yadav
said that the Manasgaan
competition is being or-
ganized in the entire state
by the Government of
Chhattisgarh with the aim
of spreading awareness

about Shri Ramchandra ji
and Mata Kaushalya's re-
lationship with
Chhattisgarh.

On this occasion,
District Panchayat
P r e s i d e n t
ShalaniRivendra Yadav,
Janpad Panchayat
President Devendra
Deshmukh, Agriculture
Chairman Yogita
Chandrakar, Janpad Vice
President Jhamit
Gaikwad, Janpad Member
BudhwantinMadhurkar,
Janpad Member Ajay
Vaishnav, Rivendra Yadav,
Rohit Sahu, DilipSahu,
Govardhan Barle,
Sarpanch Tejram Chandel,
Deputy Sarpanch Praveen
Chandrakar and others
were present. Khilendra
Kumar Yadav compeered
the programme.

Youth die in suspicious condition
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 19: A 25-year-
old youth died in suspi-
cious condition at Bihari
Mohalla of Shardapara in
Chhawani Police Station
limits on the intervening
night of Thursday. The de-
ceased was identified as
Satish Chaudhary (25) son
of Jawaharlal Chaudhary
a resident of Camp-2,
Shardapara.

On information, police
reached the spot and inves-
tigations were launched.
Prima facie it appears that
the drunken youth had ac-
cidentally fallen from the
roof. After preparing an in-
quest, police sent the body
for autopsy.

CSP Prabhat Kumar
(IPS) informed that they
have quizzed the relatives
to explore the circum-
stances in which the youth

died. According to the rela-
tives, the deceased Satish
Chaudhary had attended a

function at neighbour's
place on Wednesday
evening.

Satish and his maternal
uncle Amit Chaudhary
had consumed liquor in
the party after which they
went to sleep at his mater-
nal uncle's room on the
first floor of the house.
They had slept in the same
room on Wednesday late
evening.

On Thursday morning,
Satish was found lying
dead on the street. He had
suffered a fatal injury on
head and his pants zip was
also open. It is suspected
that Satish would have
come out to attend nature's
call.

He would have failed to
judge that there was no
railing on the gallery adja-
cent to the room and would
have fallen down on the
ground. Police have lodged
a case and all the possible
angles of the case are
being minutely examined.
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Bhilai, Jan 19: A sports
coach was seriously in-
jured in a road accident
which occurred in Bhilai
Township on Wednesday.
The sports coach was
moving on his scooter and
was hit by the rashly mov-
ing car of a school teacher.

After the accident, the
injured was rushed to
Sector-9 hospital in the
teacher's car. This acci-
dent occurred near Sector-
10 New Civic Center. For
better treatment of the in-
jured sports coach, a
green corridor was creat-
ed to shift the victim to
Raipur.

As the condition of in-
jured sports coach

Krishna Kumar Dasmana
was critical, the doctors at
Sector 9 Hospital referred
him to Shri Narayana
Hospital in Raipur.
Considering the traffic
congestion and bad condi-

tion of roads, it was neces-
sary to create a green cor-
ridor for shifting the pa-
tient.

The sports officer of
Bhilai Steel Plant contact-
ed Senior Councilor

Vashishtha Narayan
Mishra after which
Mishra coordinated with
CSP Nikhil Rakhecha
(IPS) to create a green cor-
ridor. The patient was
shifted to the Raipur
Hospital and a successful
surgery has also been per-
formed. His condition was
stated to be stable.

According to the infor-
mation, the injured
Krishna Kumar Dasmana
is an international boxing
coach. He was on his way
to attend a meeting at
Bhilai Niwas when the ac-
cident occurred. The
school teacher with the
help of students immedi-
ately rushed the injured
sports coach to Sector-9
Hospital in her own car.

Green corridor created to shift
injured sports coach to Raipur

Chhattisgarh has great respect for Lord
Ram and Ramayana: Tamradhwaj Sahu

Sisal Art training programme organised
for women in Maroda Basti

Industries asked to take effective steps 
for pollution control in Rasmada

The administration will monitor the situation even at night

Mansi Chandak, Aarushi
Shrivastava, Vatsala
Singh, Mansi Anil
Tambade Top the 
university merit list

SAIL Swarna Jayanti Volleyball
Championship takes off in Bhilai



CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  BILASPUR,  FRIDAY, JANUARY 20,  2023

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJaann  1199::  An importat
meeting of ‘Hath se Hath jodo’
was held in the presence of in-
charge of the campaign and
former Union Minister Arun
Yadav and PCC Chief Mohan
Markam in Rajiv Bhavan here
on Thursday. In this discus-
sions were held for the prepa-
rations and strategy related to
the campaign starting from 
Jan 26.

Addressing the meeting in-
charge of this campaign and
former Union Minister Arun
Yadav  said that Rahul Gandhi
is one such person who has
created history. In order to
restore unity and botherhood
in the country he has travelled
so far 3700 kms on foot and
worked to unite and link people
from different walks of life.
This will not only be written in
history in the country, but
entire world. This ‘Padyatra’
starting from ‘Kanyakumari’
will concluded in J&K. In the
beginning of this campaign,
people were doubtful about it,
but now it has got historical
success and support of people.
So far the journey has covered
Kerala, Karnataka,
Maharashtra, Andhra, MP,
Rajasthan, Haryana and it

received tremendous response
from the people. It will con-
clude in Kashmir on Jan 30 with
flag-hoisting. 

It is in order to handle the
BJP’s effort to create differ-
ences and divisions in society
and religions that Rahul Gandhi
took this ‘Hath se Hath Jodo’
and ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’. AICC is
serious about this campaign
and through this campaign we
have to reach out to last person
in all the villages. The works
and achievements of the
Chhattisgarh government is
being followed in other states
and here the cost per quintal of
paddy on MSP is the highest in
the country and apart from this
cow-dung and cow’s urine is
being purchased, strengthen-
ing the rural economy. The
people of different cells of
Congress will now have to take
up responsibility for this cam-
paign and take state govern-
ment’s schemes to villages and
the people.  PCC Chief Mohan

Markam said that for the suc-
cess of the two-month long
‘Hath se Hath Jodo Yatra’ cam-
paign we all have to hold meet-
ings at district and block level.
Before Jan 26, all the in-
charges will have to tour the
districts and spread the mes-
sage of Rahul Gandhi, state
government’s works of last
four years under CM Bhupesh
Baghel’s leadership; failures of
the central government; true
character of BJP in context of
reservation issue and others
before the general public. In
every block, we have to cover
10 kms and in all 307 blocks
should cover 3000 kms, he
added. Markam informed that
this ‘Jan Samvad’ programme
will be expansion of ‘Bharat
Jodo Yatra’ and it will start
from Jan 26 and continue for 2
months. The foot-march will be
conducted by the Block
Congress Committee (BCCs)
and to lead this ‘Padyatra’, one
or two senior party leaders will

be appointed and names will be
sent to AICC. This massive foot-
march campaign will cover all
the Gram Panchayats, villages,
polling centres  and would take
up the failures of Modi led gov-
ernment at the Centre and
pending reservation bill and
other issues before general
public. The Yatra will be held at
village, block, district and
state-level, where a massive
rally will be taken out in its con-
clusion and would be addressed
by Congress President, ex-
Congress President, and lead-
ers of national level. At state-
level there will be youth centric
programme and entire ‘Yatra’
will shown on LED screen and in
this there will be performance
by singers, artists, social media
influencers. It is under leader-
ship of Priyanka Gandhi
Vadhera that a ‘Mahila March’
will be taken out in the capital
city and she would conclude
this ‘Yatra’ by releasing
woman’s manifesto.

‘Hath se Hath Jodo Yatra’ to promote
objectives of ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’ 

Would also high-
light achievements
of state govt; fail-
ures of central govt
and pending reser-
vation bill etc

To conclude in capi-
tal city with release
of woman’s mani-
festo by Priyanka
Gandhi

Raipur, Jan 19: Nearly
3000 junior doctors have
gone on strike from
Thursday in Chhattisgarh
in support of their de-
mand for hike in stipend.
With posters in their
hands Junior Doctors from
Raipur to Bastar are stag-
ing demonstration. The
strike has affected OPD
and emergency services.
Junior doctors from
Raipur, Sarguja, Kanker,
Jagdalpur, Raigarh and
Rajnandgaon government
medical colleges have
begun strike.

With beginning of strike
the junior doctors in
state’s largest hospital Dr

Bhimrao Ambedkar
Memorial Hospital, affili-
ated to Pt Jawaharlal
Nehru Medical College
Raipur have stopped their
work. They are not con-
ducting the check up of pa-
tients. Dr Rakesh Gupta,
President of the Indian
Medical Association also
reached to support them.
He justified this step of
junior doctors and said
that soon the health de-
partment should take a de-
cision regarding them.

According to Dr Prem
Chowdhary, president of
the Junior Doctors’
Association, junior doc-
tors of the state get

stipend less than other
states like MP and
Jharkhand. Unlike
Chhattisgarh the bonds of
4 years are not filled in any
state, he said, adding that
stipend has not been in-
creased in the last 4 years.

Nearly 3000 junior doc-
tors in the state study in
government medical col-
leges in different districts
besides treating people.
Junior Doctors
Association President Dr
Prem Chowdhary said
that OPD and emergency
services were stopped in
strike since Thursday.
Junior doctors said that
they will not check even a

single patient until their
demand was fulfilled.

Since the major respon-
sibility of examining the
patients rests with the jun-
ior doctors, their strike
caused inconvenience to
the patients coming to hos-
pitals for treatment.
Interns, bonded doctors

and medical allege stu-
dents have also joined the
strike.

On the other hand,
Health Minister TS
Singhdeo has termed the
doctors’ strike as wrong.
He said that doctors were
being given incentives
along with salary.

Junior doctors go on strike in Chhattisgarh

CRICKET-FANS

There was huge presence of cricket fans outside the exit gate demarcated for entry of cricket players from India
and New Zealand at the Swami Vivekanand Airport along with portrait of Virat Kohli and his wife at the 
background.

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJaann  1199::  Out Patient
Department (OPD) was oper-
ated at Dr Bhimrao Ambedkar
Memorial Hospital affiliated
to Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru
Government Medical College,
Raipur. Senior doctors han-
dled the OPD arrangements
in their respective depart-
ments. A total of 1251
patients were registered and
treated in the OPDs of all the
departments today.

Presently 805 patients are
admitted in the hospital. On
Thursday 12 major operations
took place in Major OT. Minor
operations were also per-
formed in the minor OTs of
other departments. 

One major operation and
four general procedures were
done in oncosurgery wjereas
two cardiac procedures and

29 echo, five TMT and 17 ECG
tests were done in the
Cathlab of the Cardiology
Department. Five normal
deliveries and nine cesarean
deliveries took place in the
Department of Gynecology
and Obstetrics from 8 am to 6
pm. Junior and senior resi-
dents and in-service doctors
are rendering their services
along with senior doctors in
emergency, trauma and other
wards. Medical
Superintendent of the hospi-
tal, Dr SBS Netam said that
keeping in view the interests
of the patients, the OPD was
run smoothly by senior doc-
tors with the help of nursing
and other paramedical staff.
Alternative arrangements are
being made with the help of
senior doctors so that the
treatment of patients in the
hospital continues uninter-
rupted.

1251 patients treated in Ambedkar Hospital OPD
12 major operations
done in Major OT

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJaann  1199::  In view of
increasing incidents of stabbing,
loot, thefts etc in the capital city,
the police is now on the action
mode. For the first time the
police nabbed 160 goons from
Raipur and took out their parade
in the public. The Raipur police
carried out surprise checking
since Thursday morning in many
thanas and in this along with a
female don, they nabbed 160
accused involved in some or the
other crime. The police in its
action seized knives, button
knives, sharp –edged weapons,
Ganja and other intoxicating
materials from their possession
and all accused were brought to
District Court on foot in the form
of rally from Civil Lines police

thana. It is notable here that
incidents of crime are on the rise
in the capital city over the last
few months and among which
highest of the stabbing and Arms
Act crime took place. So it is in
view of increasing crime inci-
dents in capital city that the
police conducted surprise raids
in Purani Basti thana area, Civil
Lines thana, Azad Chowk thana,
Vidhan Sabha, Urla, Kotwali
thana and in sub-division thanas.

During his the police raided
the people with history of being
involved in incidents like stab-
bing, drug supply, thefts etc in
chowks, housing board colonies
and other sensitive localities and
nabbed history-sheeters, goons
and anti-social elements
involved in petty crime. The
police staff of every thana along
with officers took to streets and
during this whosoever with
crime records came forward was
nabbed. At the same time the
missing criminals were asked in
their houses to be present in the
thana without fail at the earliest.
During this around 160 persons
having criminal background or
involvement in some or the other
crime were nabbed. The police

also seized the sharp weapons,
knives and intoxicating materials
from the houses of these crimi-
nals and history-sheeters. In this
drive, two Addl.SPs,  8 DSPs, 20
TIs, 80 constables and ACCU
were involved. In this action by
the police, a total of 60 accused
were nabbed from Thana
Telibandha, Pandri,Civil Lines,
Khamardih, Vidhan Sabha, Urla,
Khamtarai, DD Nagar, Purani
Basti, Tikrapara,Golebazar, Ganj,
Dharshiwa, New Rajendra Nagar,
Kotwali, Moudhapara, Azad,
Chowk, Saraswati Nagar,
Amanaka thana and took action
against them under Arms Act of
owing knives (this included his-
tory sheeters and old criminals
like Mukesh Baniya and others).
From Telibandha thana one
accused was booked under sec-
tion 34 (2) of Excise Act; from
Gudhiyari thana a woman was
nabbed with 3 Kg ‘Ganja’; four
accused were nabbed from DD
Nagar thana with 6 kg ‘Ganja’
and two cars used in the crime;
from Tikrapara thana two
accused (one woman) with 3 Kg
’Ganja’ was nabbed; from Kabir
Nagar thana-3 accused / one
minor was nabbed with 7 Kg
‘ganja’; from New Bus Stand area
one accused was nabbed with
‘ganja’. In this way 12 accused
were nabbed with total 15 kg
‘ganja’ and along with this 1 four
–wheeler, 1 two-wheeler and
half-a-dozen mobile phones  and
action was taken under the
Narcotics Act in respective
thanas. 

160 goons, history-sheeters nabbed in various crime

Raipur, Jan 19: The
cricket players of team
India and New Zealand
arrived here on
Thursday evening for the
one-day International
match to be oragnised on
Jan 21. The cricket play-
ers will be staying in
Hotel Courtyard by
Marriot. It is notable
here that BCCI has de-
clared the Indian team
for the three One-Day

International series
against New Zealand.
The team India will be
lead by Rohit Sharma
and it is the second One-
Day Int’nl match will be
played in Raipur on Jan
21.

The timing of slot for
practice of the New
Zealand cricket team to-
morrow is around 3:00

pm to 5:00 pm and that of
Indian cricket team it is
optional from 5:00 pm to
8:00 pm. The pitch cura-
tor and other prepara-
tions for the one-day in-
ternational has already
being completed and it
has been made as fast-
pitch for good score from
either side.

The list of Indian team

probables is - Rohit
Sharma (Captain),
Shubham Gill, Ishan
Kishan, Virat Kohali,
Suryakumar Yadva, KS
Barat (Wicket-keeper),
Hardik Pandaya  (Vice
Captain), Washington
Sunder, Shahbaz Ahmed,
Shardul Thakur,
Yujvendra Chahal,
Kuldeep Yadav,
Mohammed Shami,

Mohammed Siraj and
Umran Malik.

The probables of New
Zealand team are : Tom
Latham (Captain), Finn
Alen, Micheal Bracewel,
Mark Ch ampman,
Davon Convey, Jacob
Dafi, Loukie Furgueson,
Deril Michael, Henery
Nicolas, Glen Philips,
Michael Sentnar, Henery
Shipley and Ish Sodhi.

India’s, New Zealand cricket team arrives

Police take out their
parade and pro-
duced them in court

Total 15 Kg ‘Ganja’
seized from 12
accused; knives,
sharp-edged
weapons also seized

For the 2nd one-day
Int’nl match on 
Jan 21

Teams to practice
today at Int’nl
Cricket Stadium in
Parsada

Raipur, Jan 19: The capital
police is also acting tough
on the drug peddlers and
inter-state smugglers active
and has put up informers
and strengthen its pa-
trolling as per instructions
by SSP Prashant Agrawal.
In this context, DD Nagar
police station got informa-
tion that two four-wheelers
coming from Bhilai to
Raipura are carrying
‘ganja’ in it and stopping
the two vehicles seized 7.100
‘Ganja’ with total cost of as-
sets worth Rs 10.70 lakhs. It
was Addl. SP (City-crime)
Abhishekh Maheshwari,

Addl.SP (W) DC Patel, City
SP Purani Basti Rajesh
Choudharyand TI DD
Nagar inspector Kumar
Gaurav Sahu to nab the ac-
cused red-handed. As per
instructions, TI along with
DD Nagar police team
erected check-posts and
checked the vehicles cross-

ing. During this the team as
per tip from informer found
the vehicle with registra-
tion number coming to-
wards Raipur at
Indraprastha Gate and
stopped it.

In both the two four-
wheelers two persons were
sitting and on inquiry dis-
closed their names as
Kuldeep Singh, Sonu Singh,
Deepak Mazumdar and
Lucky Singh, R/o Durg and
Raipur. The police team
conducted search of the ve-
hicle and found 7.100 Kg
‘Ganja’ packed in plastic
bags. The two cars used in
smuggling of ‘ganja’ were
Cruise car bearing No.
CG07 BG 9951 and an i-10
bearing No. CG 07 – M 0 4425
and entire cost of ‘Ganja’
and car is around Rs 10.70
lakh.

‘Ganja’ and costly cars worth Rs 10.70 lakh seized
Four smugglers
nabbed; were com-
ing from Bhilai,
stopped at Raipura

Raipur, Jan 19: In case of
blast in the scrap dealers
godown in  Santoshi
Nagar area, a 10 yr old boy
is reported to have died
and two other persons suf-
fered injuries. The case is
that of Tikapara thana.

As per reports in this re- gard, there is a big godown of scrap behind Shubham

Mart in Santoshi Nagar
area. Due to some chemi-
cal reaction, the blast took
place and coming under
its effect, a 10 yr old boy
died on the spot and two
others got injured and are
reported to be serious.
Both have been admitted
in AIIMS for treatment.
The Tikrapara police on
getting information about
this incident, reached the
site and started investiga-
tion.

One dies, two other injured in a blast
Which took place in
scrap material
godown



CENTRAL CHRONICLE, BILASPUR, FRIDAY, JANUARY 20, 2023

Jagdalpur, Jan 19: The
demand to stop the process
of privatization of
Nagarnar Steel Plant is
now taking ground form.
Sarpanch and sarpanch
unions of village panchay-
ats have started getting or-
ganized along with labor
organizations to protest
against privatization. The
Sarpanch Sangh has start-
ed preparations for organ-
izing special gram sabhas
in the land-affected pan-

chayats. It is being told
that special Gram Sabhas
are being organized on

January 20 in Chokwada,
Kasturi, Upanpal, Bijaput,
Karanpur, Amaguda,

Manganpur.
Similarly, special Gram

Sabhas will be organized
on January 22 in
Nagarnar, Madpal, Bahni
and Dhanpunji. Trade
unions are preparing to
protest against the privati-
zation of Nagarnar Steel
Plant. The real reason for
all this commotion is a
news. Quoting sources, it
was reported that the
process of privatization of
Nagarnar Steel Plant is
going to take place in
Calcutta on January 26.
Because of this news,
trade unions, sarpanch
unions and villagers have
started coming forward=
to protest.

Special Gram Sabhas to be organised from Jan 20 and 22 

Takathpur, Jan 19: A re-
view meeting of govern-
ment officials commences
in village Khapri of
Takhatpur Assembly
Constituency in Bilaspur
district was held under
chairmanship of CM
Bhupesh Baghel here on
Thursday. In the meeting,
officials have been direct-
ed to hold camps in the vil-
lages to issue caste certifi-
cates. This was part of the
ongoing Bhent-Mulaqat
programme at Takhatpur
Assembly Constituency,
village Khapri, Bilaspur
district.

During review of Haat
Bazaar Clinic Yojana in
the meeting, the officials
informed that there are 20
Haat Bazaars marked in
the district. They were di-
rected to arrange for a suf-
ficient number of vehicles
for Haat Bazaar Clinic
Yojana. About
Bhoomiheen Shramik
Nyay Yojana, officials in-
formed that 34873 people
have registered under the

scheme, and they are re-
ceiving the benefits.
Regarding Gauthan,
Takhatpur CEO informed
that 82 Gauhans are oper-
ating in the block.

In the meeting, District
Education Officer gave in-
formation about the re-
pair, renovation and paint-
ing of school buildings.
Instructions were given re-
garding the renovation of
the school buildings.
Instructions were given to
EE of Irrigation
Department for quick dis-
posal of the pending com-
pensation case of canals.

Information regarding
FRA lease was taken from
the Assistant
Commissioner Tribal
Development Department
and it was directed to hold
camps and collect maxi-
mum number of applica-
tions and maximum num-

ber of people should be
provided lease. On being
inquired about the
progress of Suposhan
Yojana, the officer of
Women and Child
Development Department
informed that hot food is
being provided to pregnant
women and children of age
upto 3 years and lactating
mothers.

In the context of the
Anemia test, the officer
said that there are 353 se-
vere anemic patients in the
district, on this the officer
was instructed to provide
them regular checkup and
nutritious food.
Regarding the collection of
minor forest produce, the
official said that
Tendupatta collection is in
progress in the district.
This year a target was set
to collect 32 thousand 200
standard bags of

Tendupatta, against which
more than Rs 30 thousand
standard bags have been
collected.

Baghel inquired the offi-
cials about the status of
road repair works and di-
rected to ensure repairing
of the dilapidated roads as
soon as possible. While tak-
ing information about the
problem of salty water in
Takhatpur, he said that a
water tank has been built
in the village, but it is not
being used. Instructions
were given to PHE officials
to ensure water supply as
soon as possible.

To deal with the problem
of salty water in
Takhatpur, Chief Minister
has announced the supply
of water from Khudia
Reservoir, he has directed
the officials concerned to
prepare an action plan
soon. Regarding the Nal-

Jal Yojana, the official said
that work orders have been
issued for 464 schemes.
About 200 tap connections
are being provided daily
under the Nal Jal Yojana.

For the first time, a com-
plaint was received in the
cooperative bank that the
cash withdrawal limit is
only 49000 a day, in re-
sponse to which Chief
Minister gave instructions
to remove the discrepancy.
He also directed to dissolve
the transaction limit
through cheques ATM,
NFT, RTGS as well.

Chief Minister said that
camps should be held to
distribute compensation to
the people affected by
Bhaisajhar project and the
process should be complet-
ed soon. The officer in-
formed that in 40 of the
cases, there are disputes
that are causing delays. On
which, Chief Minister gave
instructions to resolve the
disputes by the month of
June. Chief Minister said
that complaints regarding
non issuance of caste cer-
tificates have been re-
ceived, camps should be
held to issue caste certifi-
cates at an expedited pace.
CM said that farmers are
not getting information
about the schemes like
Upkaran Yojana in the
Agriculture Department.
Agriculture Department
should publicize and pro-
mote its schemes.

CM directs officers to hold camps
and issue caste certificates

Instructions were
given for renovation
of school buildings
soon

During review
meeting of various
departments in
Takathpur VS area

Takathpur, Jan 19: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
unveiled various develop-
ment works for the people of
Bilaspur district. After
chairing the review meeting
of officers in Khapri village
of Takhatpur constituency
today under Bhent-Mulaqat
programme, Bhupesh
Baghel inaugurated 17 de-
velopment works worth
more than Rs 40 crore 70
lakh and laid the foundation
of 24 development works
worth more than Rs 32 crore
31 lakh. In this way, Chief
Minister Baghel has inaugu-
rated and laid the founda-
tion of 41 development
works worth a total of Rs 73
crore 1 lakh 78 thousand.

Upon his arrival in
Takhatpur assembly con-
stituency, Chief Minister
Baghel announced construc-
tion of Tihuladih anicut on
the Narmada River, CC road
cum drain, upgradation
work of Swami Atmanand
Excellent English Medium
School, Takhatpur,
Tehsildar Office Sakri,
Pradhan Mantri Gram
Sadak Yojana Phase-3 Road
construction from Sakri to
N.H. 130 Parsada Via
Chichirda, Pradhan Mantri
Gram Sadak Yojana Phase-3
N.H. 130 Sambalpuri to

Lakhasar via Bahtarai,
Bhunda to Mangala,
Bhaisajhar road construc-
tion via Bhaukampa, Sakri
to Daldlihapara road reno-
vation work, Khapri-
Kargirod to Salhekapa road
repair work, T-02 Muru to
Kharkena road renewal
work, upgradation and reno-
vation work of road from
Moch to Medpar main dis-
trict, upgradation and as-
phalting work of Gutku ap-
proach road of Bilaspur,
Construction of road from
Bharni main road fair site
to Parsada in Bilaspur,
Construction of Limha to
Fultrai road in Bilaspur,
Kota main road to Pendari
main road in Bilaspur
Inaugurated the construc-
tion of road till Takhatpur,
construction of Barahi to
Chulhat road in Bilaspur
and Chorma to Pakaria road
in Bilaspur.

Similarly, Chief Minister
Baghel laid foundation for
the construction work of
pathway and temple plat-
form of Ghuiya Reservoir,
infrastructure construction
and upgradation work in

Swami Atmanand Hindi
Medium School Higher
Secondary School Belpan,
Gram Panchayat Tihuladih,
Kopra, Kharkena, Sagar,
Salhaiya, under Jal Jeevan
Mission, development
works of water supply
scheme in Tanda, Vijaypur,
Gamju, Khatolia,
Karankapa, Khamharia,
Kathakoni, Butena and
Gram Panchayat Medpar
Bazar. Besides, he also laid
foundation of the construc-
tion work of a major bridge
from Nawapara to Kota
Lormi Road via Tanda and
Takhatpur to Hardi via
Pakaria, construction of
medium bridge on Phulwari
Nala located on
Singhanpuri to Salhaiya
road in the district,
strengthening and asphalt-
ing of Bhadam to
Narotikapa road,
Construction of Pali-Butena
road, construction of
Junapara to Kathmuda road
and construction work of
high school building in
Siltara and construction of
20 bed isolation ward in
Takhatpur.

CM Baghel dedicates various devp
works for Bilaspur district

Inauguration and
laid stone for vari-
ous devp works
worth more than Rs
73 cr in Takhatpur
assembly con-
stituency

R. Kumar

Bijapur, Jan 19: After the
Salwa Judum movement
started in June 2005, hun-
dreds of schools in the in-
terior of the district were
closed and some were dis-
placed. The government
administration and the ed-
ucation department have
to struggle hard to restart
hundreds of schools
which were closed for
years in the village. On
Thursday, Bijapur’s
District Education Officer
BR Baghel restarted the
school in Edkapalli village
which was closed for 17
years. This school is being
set up in a private house
and 12th pass Lalitha

Vacham of Edkapalli vil-
lage has been appointed as
Shikshadoot. Lalita said
that children do not under-
stand Hindi, first the chil-
dren are told in Gondi,
then its translation from
Gondi to Hindi is ex-
plained.

District Education
Officer said that on the de-
mand of the villagers, the
closed school in
Edakapalli village has
been reopened. School
bags, books, notebooks,
pens and school dresses
have been distributed to 25
children who have come to
the school on the first day.
Mid-day meals are also
being served to the chil-
dren. Whatever material is
needed for the school, it
will be provided immedi-
ately. Edakapalli village is
a very rugged area. So far
194 closed schools have
been opened in the dis-
trict.

School reopened after 17 years
in Edakapalli village!

District Education
Officer BR Baghel
inaugurated the
school

MMaarrwwaahhii,,  JJaann  1199::  As per the
instructions of Collector Richa
Prakash Chaudhary, regular
checks are being conducted at
the paddy procurement cen-
ters to check the quality of
being paddy procured. In the
same sequence, a team of rev-
enue officials seized 284 bags
of paddy from three farmers at
Paddy Procurement Center
Kodgar and 233 bags from
Sahu grocery store and
Kesarwani grocery store in vil-
lage Basti, taking the total tally
of seized bags to 517.

As per officials, 80 bags of
paddy brought by farmer

Jeevan Singh of village
Pithampur to the paddy pro-
curement center Kodgar was of
a middlemen, 103 bags of
paddy of farmer Bhagwan
Singh village of Ghatbahra was
adulterated, and 101 bags of
paddy of farmer Budhwar
Singh of village Murmur was
seized in the committee itself
the stock was old stock and
belonged to another farmer.
Apart from this, a total of 233
bags of paddy were seized in
Sahu grocery store and
Kesarwani grocery store in vil-
lage Basti as they failed to pro-
duce mandi license.

517 bags of paddy seized
in Gaurela - Pendra

Kawardha, Jan 19: In a
bid to make selling paddy
more easier for farmers,
the state government
under the leadership of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel has launched the
‘Token Tunhar Haath’ mo-
bile app through which
farmers can obtain their to-
kens online sitting at home.

Developed with the objec-
tive of simplification and
systematic management of
the process of issuing to-
kens for the sale of paddy,

the mobile app is proving to
be useful for registered
farmers. Now, they no
longer have to stand in long
queues waiting for their
turn.

Basant Kumar Sahu, a
farmer who came to
Kawardha Society to sell
his paddy, said this time he
did not have to make a visit
to the society to get his
token. He has got his token
online through the app and
has now come directly to
sell paddy. He said that this
process is a lot easier.
Another farmer, Rahul
Sharma said that he got his
token online in just five
minutes sitting at home.
Expressing his gratitude to-
wards Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel,
Bharatdas said that keep-
ing in view the problems
faced by farmers in getting

tokens offline, this online
facility has been started.
This is saving time and ef-
fort for the farmers.

Meanwhile, with the
launch of the mobile app,
farmers are getting tokens
for selling paddy by down-
loading the app from their
mobiles. The process is a
lot easier and hassle-free
rather than waiting in
queues in the committee
for their turn. Along with
this, farmers are able to
easily get information re-
lated to their registration
including personal, ac-
count, and land-related,
paddy purchase and pay-
ment. With the help of the
Token Tunhar Haath app,
every registered farmer is
getting a token for selling
paddy in the respective pro-
curement center on desired
dated.

‘Token Tuhar Haath’ mobile app
is proving to be useful 

For farmers selling
paddy at support
price

Farmers are now
getting their tokens
online sitting at
home

Gaurela-Pendra-Marwahi,
Jan 19: The Women and
Child Development
Department has scheduled a
mass marriage session as
part of the Mukhyamantri
Kanya Vivah Yojana on
Friday, January 20, at noon
on the premises of the Lohari
Ayush College in Marwahi.
The newlyweds will get bless-
ings from the speaker of the
Chhattisgarh Legislative

Assembly, Dr. Charan Das
Mahant, and MP Jyotsna
Mahant.

As per Collector Ms. Richa
Prakash Chaudhary’s direc-
tives, the necessary prepara-
tions for the mass marriage
ceremony have been complet-
ed under the guidance of
District Women and Child
Development Officer Mr. Atul
Parihar. Mr. Parihar stated
that 157 applications for the
Mukhyamantri Kanya Vivah
Yojana from the district’s
three child development ini-
tiatives had been received.
Beneficiaries will be regis-
tered at 9 a.m. on January 20.
Gift items worth Rs 14,000
would be distributed at the
wedding location under the
premises. In addition, cloth-
ing for the recipients and
meals for the family has been
made available at the wed-
ding venue.

District-level mass 
marriage prog today

In Marwahi under
Mukhyamantri
Kanya Vivah Yojana

VS Speaker Dr.
Charan Das Mahant
will bless the new-
lyweds along with
his wife MP Jyotsna
Mahant

Kho-Kho Training
under the Khelo

India Yojana on 23
Kanker, Jan 19: Under
the Khelo India Yojana
by the Indian Sports
Authority New Delhi,
the Kanker district in
Chhattisgarh has been
chosen for Kho-Kho
training. Under the
“Khelo India Laghu
Kendra Yojana”, the ap-
proval for Khelo India
Laghu Kendra has
been obtained for the
district. The players se-
lected under the boys
and girls categories
will be provided train-
ing under the District
Sports Campus
Singarbhat. Players in-
terested in the training
can register their pres-
ence at 10 am on 23
January in the District
Sports Campus of
Singarbhat Kanker.

Raipur, Jan 19: Former
Union Minister and
Congress party Observer
Arun Yadav who arrived
in Raipur on January 18
was given a rousing wel-
come at the airport by
PCC President Mohan
Markam, Congress

leader Dr Hamid Ulla
Khan, Amarjeet Chawala
and others. Yadav is in
Raipur to take a meeting
of party officials and
workers in connection
with preparation for
‘Hath Joro Abhiyan’ of
the party.

Arun Yadav receives
rousing welcome

Regarding proposal
of privatization of
Nagarnar Steel
Plant

Jagdalpur, Jan 19:
Parliamentary Secretary
and MLA Jagdalpur
Rekhchand Jain provid-
ed an electric tricycle to
Divyang Kedarnath
Meshram, a resident of
Dr. Abdul Kalam Ward of
Corporation area. In

fact, a few days ago,
Ward Councilor
Sukhram Nag had
reached the MLA’s office,
where Parliamentary
Secretary and MLA
Rekhchand Jain had as-
sured him of immediate
help from the Social

Welfare Department
after listening to his
problems.

On Wednesday Jain
called Kedarnath
Meshram and provided
an electric tricycle.
Meshram has expressed
his gratitude towards
this initiative of the
MLA. During this, Block
President Virendra
Sahni, City Congress
General Secretary
Gournath Nag, Ajay
Karan Raj, Yashpal
Singh Thakur, Mansingh
Thakur and others were
present.

Parliamentary Secy provides electric tricycle to Divyang
GGaarriiaabbaanndd,,  JJaann  1199::  Under the
vision of Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, Universal PDS is being
implemented across the state.
With this government action, no
one will be denied issuing a
ration card or ration. Ration
cards are now issued to all fam-
ilies in the state.

Completely disabled Madan
Nagesh, a resident of Mudagaon
village in Gariaband district’s
Mainpur development block,
will now receive rations from
the government fair pricing
shop. The Food Department has
issued Madan Nagesh with a
ration card number
226453192646 in accordance

with his eligibility (on the basis
of the head of the family is dis-
abled). Mr. Madan Nagesh was
confronted with difficulties
while collecting ration material
since he was completely dis-
abled and could not travel to the
government fair-pricing shop.
Madan Nagesh applied for the

provision of ration material con-
veniently in the District Food
Office, Gariaband. Taking
prompt action on Madan
Nagesh’s application, Food
Department authorities appoint-
ed his relative Keshar a nominee
to get ration material as per his
eligibility in his ration card after
acquiring the necessary docu-
ments. Madan Nagesh’s share of
ration material will now be sim-
ply received by his nominee
Kesar and will be provided to
Madan without trouble. Madan
Nagesh has expressed his grati-
tude to the government adminis-
tration for being pleased with
the solid ration arrangement.

Differently Abled Madan will also get ration now



BJP stages dharna against NSA
Central Chronicle News

Gourela, Pendra,
Marwahi, (GPM), Jan
19: BJP leaders and work-
ers from GPM staged dhar-
na against implementa-
tion of NSA in the state by
the Congress government
and submitted a memo-
randum in the name of the
Governor to the Collector.

In the memorandum
submitted, BJP leaders
charged that Congress
government is taking ac-
tion based upon rivalry
and biasedness going
against the constitutional
obligations.

In this context, the state
has imposed NSA amidst
suspicious way and de-

manded withdrawal of
such oppressive Acts at
the earliest.

BJP leaders and party
workers from GPM also
demanded strict action
against the Missionaries

involved in forceful reli-
gious conversion; to stop
sending innocent tribals
people to jail by framing
false charges against them
and issue necessary in-
structions for it; immedi-

ate release of tribals sent
to jail in Naryanpur dis-
trict incident; stop punish-
able offence action against
innocent people by the
state government.

Addressing the dharna,

BJP leaders charged that
Congress wants to impose
emergency in the state. It
is by misutilising NSA,
they wants to put pressure
on the leaders of the
Opposition and wants to
supress their voice.

After the Narayanpur
incident, Congress govern-
ment imposed NSA from
Jan 3 and this information
in media was disclosed in
Jan 12.

Dharna was also ad-
dressed by District BJP
President Kanhaiya Singh
Rathore, Neeraj Jain,
Mukesh Dubey,
Balkrishna Agrawal,
Kuber Sarrati, Sandeep
Jaiswal, Pawan Tripathi,
Ashish Gupta and others.

National Road Safety
Week organized

Central Chronicle News

Gourella, Pendra,
Marwahi, Jan 19: The
33rd National Road Safety
Week was organized here
by the GPM Police and
Traffic Department, in col-
laboration with the
District Administration.
The program was conclud-
ed with a bike rally and
stage program by wearing
helmets. The bike rally
started from Pedra Road
railway station and ended
with a stage program at
Amarpur Pendra Police
Line for prevention of road
accidents and public
awareness of traffic rules.

Member of the State
Scheduled Tribes
Commission Archana
Porte, Member of the State
Youth Commission Uttam
Vasudev, Collector Richa
Prakash Chaudhary,
Superintendent of Police
Uday Kiran, Nagar
Panchayat President
Pendra, Rakesh Jalan and

President, Janpad
Panchayat, Gaurela
Mamta Paikra flagged off
the rally. The stage pro-
gram organized at Police
Line Pendra was  inaugu-
rated by the guests with
wreaths, lamp lighting and
Raj Geet  on the photo-
graph of Chhattisgarh
Mahtari.

On this occasion, Project
Director DRDA RK
Khunte, District Education
Officer RN Chandra,
Additional Superintendent
of Police Archana Jha,
Joint Collector Anand
Roop Tiwari, Sub-
Divisional Officer Revenue
Pushpendra Sharma, Sub-
Divisional Officer Police
Ashok Wadegaonkar and I.
Tirkey were also present.
Including district and po-
lice administration and
public representatives
were present. The winners
of the painting and
Rangoli competition were
awarded with medals and
certificates.

BSP’s attitude spoiling municipality’s
city beautification target
Central Chronicle News

Dalli-Rajhara, Jan 19:
With the aim of beautifi-
cation of the city by
Municipal Council, Dalli
Rajhara, paver blocks are
being laid on both sides of
the road in various routes
and townships of the city,
but the sideways are sink-
ing, owing to heavy goods
vehicles parked on these
pathways. The vehicles
mostly are ferrying goods
to BSP mines in the area.

As per information, the
overhead barricade has
also demolished and con-
tinual damage to the paver
block due to the entry of
cargo mines vehicles in
the township is causing
harm to the pathways,
which according to offi-
cials is the outcome of the
obstinate attitude of BSP.

The condition of a year
old culvert built over the
Barah Masi drain near
the reception gate built
between bus stand to

Shramveer Chowk has
become dilapidated,
where there is clearly a
board prohibiting the
entry of big vehicles, but
still heavy movers are
seen on a regular basis.

Even as a result of non-
barricading by BSP, paver
blocks are sinking on
both sides of the road,
and potholes are formed
in the roads and it seems
that management is wait-
ing to invite a big acci-
dent through dilapidated
culvert.

There is also anger in

the business class of the
bus stand and its sur-
roundings, and they have
opined that there are
some schools on this
route from Mines Office
Chowk to Shramveer
Chowk and bus stand
chowk, and still Mines ve-
hicles coming from
Bastar weighing 40
tonnes are being run on
the road made for 20
tonnes, which is negli-
gence apart from also
there is a possibility of
children getting into 
accidents.

Central Chronicle News

Bhond, Jan 19: A quiz
and poster presentation
competition was organ-
ised in Government HS
School, Karitgaoni under
Bakawand block of Bhond
here on Saturday. The dis-
trict co-ordinator
Sangeeta Maun of Bal
Vigyan Congress was the
chief guest and the
Principal Lupteshwar
Acharya and Gautam
Dewangan were also pres-
ent. The programme was
conducted by Riyaz Ali.

In this competition, the
students and teachers of
different classes took part.
District co-ordinator Bal
Vigyan Congress
Sangeeta Maun motivated
the students and teachers
with her motivational
speech.

She also extended best

wishes to the students ap-
pearing in the board
exams and also shared
some tips for success.
Riyaz Ali in his speech
asked students to increase
their interest in Science.
Gautan Dewangan speak-
ing to students asked them
to learn and  understand
about science through
nearby surroundings and
things.

In the quiz competition,
two students from Swami
Atmanand English
Medium School of Bastar

block viz. Darshita
Tiwari, and Raunak
Vishwakarma secured
second place. In the poster
competition, Raunak
Vishwakarma won the
third place.

PR Lautre extended
greetings to all the stu-
dents and wished them all
the best for their future.
All the teachers were very
happy on this organisa-
tion and said that all the
students of SAGEMS are
prepared to take part in all
sorts of competitions.

Central Chronicle News

Arang, Jan 19: A huge
and historic event of
Shatabdi Path movement
was organized in Arang
Nagar by Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh
District Raipur Rural,
here in which volunteers
of Raipur rural participat-
ed in large numbers.

CG State Sanghchalak
Dr. Purnendra Saxena
while addressing the vol-
unteers said that the
Sangh does not want to
create an organization in
the society but wants to or-
ganize the whole society.

It is our resolve that the
strength of the new flow
and flow should go on in-
creasing in the Sangh
Sarita, he said. The ac-
ceptance of the Sangh has
increased due to which
people are joining the

Sangh in large numbers,
he said. Retired soldier
Lekhan Kumar, the chief
guest of the program and
Ajay Kankaria, who is
presiding over the pro-
gram, also addressed.

From the Saraswati
Shishu Mandir High
School located in
Akolirod, the path move-
ment of the volunteers of
the Sangh came out to-

gether and along with the
procession, a live tableau
was also taken out, in
which King Mordhwaj
was shown cutting his
son with a saw depicting
the mythological history
of Arang.

In the same tableau, a
live tableau of Shri Ram
Sita and Laxman was
taken out depicting Lord
Shri Ram's journey to the

forest. Apart from this,
live tableaux of Jhansi's
Rani Lakshmibai,
Vivekananda, Bhagat
Singh were also 
taken out.

Citizens and various so-
cieties and organizations
welcomed and felicitated
the volunteers going on
the road movement by
showering flowers in the
square-intersections of

the city.
Bhaskar Rao Kinhekar,

Sanjay Dubey, Balram
Yadu, Ganesh Harpal,
Yugal Kishore Dewangan,
Prashant Bakshi, Dr.
Satyendra Singh,
Devendra Singh Thakur,
Loknath Sahu, Narottam
Madharia, Devendra
Patel, Manish Nirmalkar
and many others were
present.

Charging of 132/33 KV power sub-station in Idgaon completed

Shekh Hasan Khan

Mainpur, Jan 19: The 30
yr old long awaited de-
mand of lakhs of villagers
from hundreds of villages
of Mainpur and Deobhog
tribal block of Gariyaband
district has now being
completed. On completion
of power sub-station in
Mainpur block headquar-
ters in Idagaon, the low
voltage problem will be
solved and lakhs of people
from 400 'para-tolas' of
Brindanavagarh will get
freedom from power cut.

This 132 kv power sub-

station has been construct-
ed at the cost of around Rs
115 crore in Idgaon. The
work that of charging of
Idgaon power sub-station
was completed at the
hands of MD CSPTCL
Ujjwala Baghel on Jan 12.
During this many senior
officers of CSTPCL were
present. Though there is
no official information
about its dedication, but
there are speculations that
CM Bhupesh Baghel may
virtually dedicate it in
coming days.
Work of 132 KV Idgaon power

sub-station completed:
EE CSPDCL HT con-

struction sub-division UK
Yadav informed that the
construction of 132 KV
power sub-station in
Idgaoni of Mainpur block
has been completed and
now better power supply
can be made in the villages
of Mainpur and Deobhog
area. He informed that the
villages of Deobhog and
Mainpur, upto Dhavalpur
can get benefitted from
this power sub-station.

It has brought smile on
face of lakhs of villagers:

The Chief Minister of
State Bhupesh Baghel is
making all efforts to pro-
vide maximum of facilities
to people in the field of elec-
tricity. It is with the efforts
of Bhupesh Baghel govern-
ment, hundreds of villages
in Mainpur and Deobhog
area of Bindranavagarh

Vidhan Sabha area and
lakhs of people from
Paratola Grams will be get
freedom from power crisis
and low voltage problem.

On completion of the
most important and 30 yr
old demand of 132/33 KV
power sub-station in
Idgaon around 2 lakh peo-
ple from Mainpur and
Deobhog block are now full

of smile. It was after 75 yrs
of Independence that this
tribal region which was
facing the power crisis
problem will be solved. It is
not that there is no power
connection here, as the
power was supplied 41 yrs
back.

But the power transmis-
sion line from Gariyaband
to Sadhouli power centre

which was laid, passes
through thick jungle
through electricity poles.
Since the distance is too
much, the people of
Mainpur and Deobhog
were not getting smooth
power supply.

As per information in
this regard from sources
the work that of laying of
new power line has been

completed at the cost of Rs
100 cr and that of construc-
tion of new power sub-sta-
tion for another Rs 15
crore. This power sub-sta-
tion was sanctioned in
2018, but it could not get
clearance due to thick for-
est area.

It was after taking formal
clearance from Nagpur and
Delhi, that sanction for this

was granted and in just one
& half years time the work
of this power sub-station
gained momentum and
now it has been completed
and by which the people of
the region will be freed of
power crisis and low-volt-
age problem.
132/33 KV line brought

from Chameda of
Dhamtari district:

It is by erecting 233 elec-
tricity poles from
Chameda to Idgaon of
Nagri block of Dhamtari
district that this power
trasmission line was laid.
The work of laying of line
from Chameda to
Mukundpur, Hardibhata,
Nagri, Moude, Amali,
Farisaya, Patharri,
Gobara, Boirgaon,
Beharadih and upto
Idgaon has been complet-
ed about three months
back. The work of power
sub-station in Idgaon was
supposed to start in Diwali
2022, but due to rains it got
delay and now it has been
completed by first week of
January 2023.

SBPRM focused 3-day
camp oragnised

Central Chronicle News

Pithora, Jan 19: A three-
day SBPRM focused camp
was organized from Jan
16-18 at Bhurkoni BO in
Mahasamund sub-
Division. The chief guest
in the said camp was
SSPOs (Raipur Division)
BL Jangde, ASP (HQ)
Saurabh Srivastava, ASP
(T) Ravi Kacher, SDI (P)
Mahasamund Surendra
Kumar Sahu.

Detailed information
about the importance of
POSB accounts and IPPB
was provided to the gener-
al public. Total 75 accounts
of SBPRM were opened on
Wednesday. A total of 200
premium accounts were
opened in the said three-
day camp.
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Long pending
demand of lakhs 
of villagers now 
gets fulfilled
To supply power to
lakhs in around 400
‘para-tolas’ of
Brindanavagarh VS
area and in Mainpur,
Deobhog area

Shatabdi Path movement organized by RSS

Quiz, poster competition
organised in SAGEMS

In Karitgaon under Bakawand block
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BRIEF

Booked 
Muzaffarnagar:
Seven officials and
the owner of a sugar
mill here have been
booked for allegedly
short-weighing sug-
arcane at a purchas-
ing centre in
Nanheda village, offi-
cials said on
Thursday. District
sugarcane officer R D
Trivedi told re-
porters that during a
surprise check on
Wednesday, it was
found that the staff of
Khaikhedi sugar mill
was short-weighing
sugarcane being pro-
cured from farmers.

Orders 
Joshimath: The
Chamoli district ad-
ministration on
Thursday issued or-
ders to demolish yet
another unsafe build-
ing in subsidence-hit
Joshimath and invit-
ed suggestions from
affected people on
their rehabilitation.
The unsafe house to
be scientifically dis-
mantled is located in
ward number seven
of the Joshimath mu-
nicipal area. Experts
had declared it un-
safe after a recent
survey.

Appeal
Mangaluru: Udupi
Puttige Mutt seer
Sugunendra Teertha
Swamiji, who is on a
world tour prior to
his fourth Udupi Sri
Krishna Paryaya
Peeta, was invited by
Australian
Immigration
Minister Andrew
Giles to his resi-
dence. During the
meeting, the Swamiji
appealed to the
Australian govern-
ment to take serious
note of the recent at-
tacks on Hindu tem-
ples in Australia and
appealed for strin-
gent action against
such attempts, a re-
lease from the Mutt
said on Thursday.

Remind
Kolkata: The church
has done a lot in the
nation-building
process in India over
the years and it is time
to recognise this con-
tribution, the Bishop
of Calcutta (CNI) has
said. Many people are
forgetting the
church’s contribution,
and at times it is nec-
essary to remind them
about the same, said
(Rt) Revd Dr Paritosh
Canning said.

Injured 
Gurugram: A woman
was allegedly
thrashed by a man
over honking during a
traffic jam here, police
said on Thursday. The
incident of road rage
happened at MDI
chowk on Wednesday
morning, they said.
The woman, in her
complaint, said that
the accused stopped
his car in front of her
vehicle after overtak-
ing near MDI chowk,
pulled her out of it
and slapped her multi-
ple times.

Union Minister S.P. Singh
Baghel and BJP MP
Rajyavardhan Singh
Rathore participate in a
marathon, in Agra,
Thursday.

Hyderabad, Jan 19 (PTI): 

Rebutting Telangana
Chief Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao’s at-
tack on ‘Make in India’
and other initiatives of the
BJP-led NDA government
at the Centre, State BJP
president Bandi Sanjay
Kumar on Thursday al-
leged that Rao’s govern-
ment has been a failure on
various fronts.

Talking about com-
ments of Rao, also known
as KCR, during the first
public meeting of BRS
held at Khammam on
Wednesday that the ‘Make
in India’ has become a
‘joke in India’, Kumar
cited COVID-19 vaccines,
defence exports, toys, and
Vande Bharat train as

some of the examples of
products successfully
made in the country.

Referring to the recent-
ly-launched Vande Bharat
Express between
Secunderabad and
Visakhapatnam, he said
the train was indigenously
manfactured with state-of-
the-art technology.

On Rao’s comments that
‘China Bazaars’ have

sprung up in every street,
he asked whether such
shops sold only Chinese-
made items. “Is the fa-
mous ‘Irani chai’ in
Hyderabad made in Iran?
Does the ‘Mysore Pak’
(sweet) come from
Mysore?” Sanjay Kumar
told reporters in Delhi.

On Rao saying that the
‘Agnipath’ scheme would
be abolished if a govern-
ment proposed by BRS
comes to power at the
Centre, the BJP leader
said the former should
first take care of welfare of
policemen in the State, in-
cluding the benefits to be
given to them.

Thousands of aspirants
for police jobs are agitated
over the new conditions in-
troduced in selection

process, he alleged. Rao
talked about failure of suc-
cessive governments at the
Centre to utilise the vast
water resources in the
country but the BRS gov-
ernment has not been able
to fully utilise the State’s
share of Godavari river
water, he claimed.

The Chief Minister
sought the implementation
of his government’s ‘Dalit
Bandhu’ scheme (grant of
Rs 10 lakh per household)
across the country, but he
should first say as to how
many beneficiaries have
benefitted from the Dalit
welfare programme in the
State, he said. Sanjay
Kumar said Rao has not im-
plemented his promise to
make a Dalit leader as Chief
Minister in Telangana.

Telangana BJP prez rebuts
KCR’s attack on NDA govt

Bandi Sanjay Kumar

FLOK ARTISTS

Rajasthani folk artists perform during the Jaipur Literature Festival 2023, in Jaipur,
Thursday.

Chennai, Jan 19 (PTI): 

A criminal defamation
complaint has been filed
in a court here on
Thursday seeking to pros-
ecute suspended DMK
functionary Shivaji
Krishnamoorthy for his
derogatory speech against
Tamil Nadu Governor R N
Ravi.

The complaint, filed in
the Principal District
Sessions Court on behalf
of the Governor by City
Public Prosecutor G
Devarajan, sought action
against Krishnamoorthy
for offence under Sections
499 and 500 of the IPC.

The Public Prosecutor
had moved the court after
the State government ac-
corded sanction.

Krishnamoorthy, who

belongs to the Chennai
North party district, had
made critical remarks
against Ravi for skipping
portions of the govern-
ment-prepared address to
the State Assembly.

Immediately after
Krishnamoorthy’s deroga-
tory speech went viral, the
Governor’s deputy secre-
tary Prasanna Ramasamy
preferred a complaint
with the Commissioner of
Police, Greater Chennai,
on January 13 seeking ap-
propriate action against
him. The complaint was
forwarded to the State gov-
ernment the next day.

He was suspended on
January 14 from all his
posts and DMK’s primary
membership for violating
party discipline and bring-
ing disrepute to the party.

Ravi skipped some para-
graphs of the address on
January 9 and made some
points on his own. He
walked out of the House
later.

Defamation case filed against
suspended DMK functionary 
For derogatory
speech against 
TN Guv

Kota (Rajasthan) Jan 19 (PTI): 

A 20-year-old NEET as-
pirant from Bihar attempt-
ed self-immolation here
over pressure for studies,
police said on Thursday.

Mayank Kumar set him-
self ablaze in his paying
guest (PG) room in
Talwandi area under
Jawahar Nagar police sta-
tion on Wednesday after-
noon, they said.

The youth, a resident of
Bihar’s west Champaran,
had been pursuing self-
studies for National
Eligibility cum Entrance
Test (NEET) for the last
two months in Kota, they
said. The NEET aspirant
allegedly took the step
after his father repeatedly
asked him to focus on his
studies, they said.

Mayank sustained at
least 60 per cent burn in-
juries over the upper por-
tion of his body and face,

said Dr Neeraj Devanda
from MBS hospital (burn
unit), adding he was
brought to the hospital by
the PG caretaker.

He was later referred to
a higher medical health
centre for further treat-
ment on Thursday morn-
ing, he said. The caretaker
informed Mayank’s father,
who was on his way back
to Bihar after meeting
him, about the incident
who reportedly took him
to Bihar for further treat-
ment, police said. “I was at
Kota Railway station to
board a train for Bihar
when the caretaker called
and informed about the ac-
cident,” said the NEET as-
pirant’s father Sanjay
Kumar. Mayank has come
to Kota to pursue studies,
however, he did not enrol
himself in any of the
coaching institutes here
and was doing self-studies,
he further said.

NEET aspirant attempts
self-immolation over
pressure for studies

Lakhanpur (J&K), Jan 19 (PTI): 

Octogenarians Puran
Chand and Mohammad
Ismail walked several kilo-
metres from their homes
to welcome Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi’s
Bharat Jodo Yatra into
Jammu and Kashmir for
its final phase Thursday.

Otherwise bustling with
in and out-bound vehicles
round-the-clock, the
Lakhanpur entry point
bordering Punjab’s
Pathankot has been com-
pletely sealed by police
with Congress workers led
by senior leaders making
final arrangements for the
flag handover ceremony,
marking the commence-
ment of the yatra in the
Union Territory.

Traffic was diverted
through other routes,
while the eight-km stretch
of Jammu-Pathankot

highway from Lakhanpur
to Hatli Morh was placed
out of bounds as part of
the stringent security
arrangements in connec-
tion with the foot march.

After the flag handover
ceremony scheduled to
take place at 5.45 pm at the
venue which was decorat-
ed with hoardings, life-size
posters and tricolours,
Gandhi will start the yatra
from Hatli Morh the next
day. After covering Samba,
Jammu, Udhampur,
Anantnag and Pulwama,
the yatra is scheduled to
end with Gandhi hoisting
the national flag at the
party headquarters in
Srinagar on January 30.

“I am here to welcome
Rahul Gandhi who has
started the long march
(from Kanyakumari on
September 7),” 87-year-old
Chand, who was among
the first few people to
reach the venue near the
giant statue of Maharaja
Gulab Singh, the founder

of Dogra dynasty and the
first king of the princely
state of Jammu and
Kashmir.

Chand said he walked
four km from his resi-
dence to have a glimpse of
the Congress leader, who
he thought was doing a
“very fantastic job”.

“Ordinary people are
fed up with the policies of
the BJP government, ris-
ing prices and no work,”
he said, making it clear
that he is not a Congress
worker but a supporter of
Lal Singh’s Dogra
Swabhiman Sangathan
party (DSSP) which has
extended support to the
yatra.

Ismail (85), who claimed
to be a die-hard Congress
worker, said he had come
from Karoda village, 2.5
km from the venue, to be
part of the yatra. “I left
early in the morning and
will stay back to see my
leader (Gandhi) before re-
turning in the evening.

Octogenarians reach Lakhanpur 
to welcome Bharat Jodo Yatra 

In JK

ARMY TRAINING

Paratroopers of Shatrujeet Brigade of the Indian Army train at high altitude areas in Auli.

Jaipur, Jan 19 (PTI): 

Firing yet another salvo
at Rajasthan Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot, his former
deputy on Thursday asked
why action has not been
taken in the last four years
on allegations levelled col-
lectively by the Congress
against BJP leader
Vasundhara Raje during
the last assembly elections.

He said BJP leaders at the
Centre make false allega-
tions against Rahul Gandhi
and Sonia Gandhi, cases
against them are lodged,
they are summoned by
Enforcement Directorate
for questioning and they are
thus insulted but wondered
why does the Congress gov-
ernment in Rajasthan has

not taken action against
those BJP leaders who were
involved in corruption.

This is the fourth day in a
row when Pilot has attacked
the government of his party
in the state led by Gehlot,
with whom he is in a power
tussle ever since the
Congress formed the gov-
ernment in December 2018.
Pilot said when he was the
state party chief from 2013
and 2018 and the Congress
was in Opposition, he had
exposed the corruption
done by the previous gov-
ernment led by Vasundhara
Raje and the Congress party
had collectively levelled cor-
ruption charges against her
but no action on them has
been taken by the present
Congress government.

While addressing a Kisan
Sammelan in Pali district,
he hoped that the action
would be taken by the gov-
ernment in the remaining
11 months of its rule. “I do
not want to work with
vendetta but we have to take
action against those whose
corruption was exposed by
us. We had constantly chal-
lenged the then Vasundhra
Raje government, her name
was alleged in every scam.

“We had promised that
after coming to power, an
investigation into the
scams will be done and
the guilty will be pun-
ished so that trust of peo-
ple in the system is main-
tained,” Pilot said. He
also referred to the earli-
er term of the Congress

from 2008 to 2013 and said
that the Mathur commis-
sion was constituted to
probe corruption charges
against the previous BJP
government (2003-2008)
but nothing happened
that time.

“This time also, four
years of the government
have passed. Just 11
months are left. I hope
that action will be
taken,” he said. Pilot has
targeted the state govern-
ment over repeated inci-
dents of paper leaks,
sidelining of Congress
workers and giving polit-
ical appointments to re-
tired bureaucrats in his
rallies which he began
from Jat-dominated
Nagaur on Monday.

PILOT ASKS GEHLOT

‘Why no action taken against Raje on corruption allegations’

Pathankot, Jan 19 (PTI): 

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Thursday
again attacked the AAP
government in Punjab, al-
leging that it was being
run with a remote control
as he sought to point to-
wards AAP MP Raghav
Chadha for calling the
shots in the Bhagwant
Mann-led dispensation in
the state.

The Wayanad MP also
accused the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) of spending
Punjab funds on advertise-
ments during the Gujarat
assembly polls held last
year.

Addressing a rally here
on the last day of Bharat
Jodo Yatra’s Punjab leg,
Gandhi further said he re-
spects CM Mann but asked
him that Punjab should be
run from Punjab only, not

from Delhi. Referring to
his last public address in
Hoshiarpur earlier this

week, Gandhi said, “I told
Bhagwant Mann ji, do not
let Punjab be run from a
remote control. I did not
say an ordinary thing.

“You sat with me in Lok
Sabha (when Mann was an
MP). There is a huge dif-
ference between you and
Arvind Kejriwal ji. I re-
spect you and I am saying
this from the stage of the
Congress party. But
Punjab should not be run
from Delhi,” he said.

Gandhi said during the
yatra he asked a farmer
about the new AAP gov-
ernment in Punjab. His
reply was that it was a re-
mote controlled govern-
ment, the former Congress
chief claimed.

“I did not like it. It is a
different thing that the
Congress will fight
against the AAP,” he said.
“... When I asked the

farmer the meaning of re-
mote control, he said
(AAP MP) Raghav
Chadha. Then it is not a
right thing,” Gandhi said.
He alleged that public
money of Punjab was
used on advertisements
during the Gujarat assem-
bly polls last year. “It is
wrong. It is the money of
the people of Punjab. On
January 16 in Hoshiarpur,
Gandhi had said that
Mann should not become
remote control of anyone
and should run the state
independently, drawing a
sharp reaction from the
Punjab chief minister.

Mann had told Gandhi
that he was made the chief
minister by the public and
reminded him of an “in-
sult” inflicted on
Amarinder Singh by un-
ceremoniously removing
him from the post of CM.

‘I respect CM Mann but Punjab 
should not be run from Delhi’

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi waves at support-
ers during a public meeting
amid the party’s Bharat
Jodo Yatra, in Pathankot,
Thursday.

Joshimath (Uttarakhand), Jan 19 (PTI): 

The hotel owner, the
shopkeeper, the laundry
owner, the roadside ven-
dor... Hundreds of people
watch in dismay as rapidly
deepening cracks write
the epitaph of their busi-
nesses and homes in a
sinking town that was
bustling till just a few
weeks ago.

Their dreams for the fu-
ture shattered, small busi-
nesspersons in the
Himalayan town of
Joshimath wonder how
their lives could have been
upended so completely -
and so fast.

Suraj Kapruwan, a hotel
management graduate
who left his well-paying
job in Mumbai and re-
turned to Joshimath a few
years ago to set up a laun-
dry business, remembers

the exact moment his
plans for the future crum-
bled.

It was January 2 when
land subsidence led to
hairline wall fissures
widening with a distant
rumbling noise heard in
some places, leading to
gaping cracks in houses,
streets and other establish-
ments of the town of near-
ly 23,000 people,

“The disaster shattered
my dreams. Tourists have
stopped coming here, and
bookings have been can-
celled. I had to let go of my
staff of nine people,” an
emotional Kuprawan told
PTI. He set up a laundry to
cash in on the booming
tourist business of the
town, which acts as a gate-
way to several Himalayan
mountain climbing expe-
ditions, trekking trails,
and pilgrim centres such

as Badrinath and
Hemkund Sahib, and also
the Valley of Flowers, a
UNESCO world heritage
site.

“We are mountain peo-
ple. In the absence of op-
portunities, many people
leave Joshimath for the
plains. I thought if I come
back, I might be able to
help a few more people to
stay back and work to-
wards the upliftment of
the town,” he said, ruing
perhaps his decision to re-
turn home.

The 38-year-old said he
spent about Rs 35 lakh to
set up his laundry, a major
chunk going into buying
IFB machines worth Rs 20
lakh.

“The setup has devel-
oped a wide crack in its
basement and has been in-
cluded in the danger
zone,” said Kapruwan.

Land subsidence in Joshimath
shatters many business dreams
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Islamabad, Jan 19 (AP): 

Taliban officials said
Thursday that 78 people
have died in just over a
week during
Afghanistan’s harsh win-
ter, deepening the coun-
try’s humanitarian crisis.

Shafiullah Rahimi, a
Taliban spokesperson for
the Ministry of Natural
Disaster Management,
said the deaths occurred
since Jan. 10.

More than 75,000 live-
stock also have died as a
result of the chill, Rahimi
said.

He estimated that the
Taliban have tried to reach
and help more than 1 mil-
lion people across the
country and are “still try-
ing our best to support
more families during this
harsh cold weather.”

The Taliban takeover in
August 2021 sent

Afghanistan’s economy
into a tailspin and trans-
formed the country, driv-
ing millions into poverty
and hunger.

Foreign aid stopped al-
most overnight.

Sanctions on Taliban
rulers, a halt on bank
transfers and frozen bil-
lions in Afghanistan’s cur-
rency reserves have al-
ready restricted access to
global institutions and the
outside money that sup-
ported the country’s aid-
dependent economy before
the withdrawal of U.S. and
NATO forces.

The United Nations
Office for the
Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs said
Thursday that bitterly
cold weather in
Afghanistan has reported-
ly killed thousands of live-
stock across the eastern,
western and northern re-

gions.
“Lost livelihoods and as-

sets further endanger
Afghan families at a time
when 21.2 millions people
urgently need continued
food and agricultural sup-
port,” said OCHA in its
weekly digest.

Forecasts say tempera-
tures will plummet as low
as -35 C (-31 F) across parts
of Afghanistan this week-
end. Humanitarian groups
are providing winterisa-
tion support to families,
including heating, cash for
fuel and warm clothes, but
distributions have been se-
verely impacted by the de
facto authorities ban on fe-
male NGO aid workers,
OCHA added.

During an emergency
meeting, Mullah
Mohammad Abbas
Akhund, the Taliban min-
ister for natural disaster
management, called for

more aid.
He said the numbers are

not precise because the
government has little ac-
cess to remote areas.

In a separate statement
Thursday, the Taliban or-
dered relevant authorities
and government officials
to help affected families.

“We are deeply sad-
dened by that our country-
men have lost their lives in
some provinces due to the
severe cold weather,” said
the statement.

In November, in an in-
terview with the AP, a top
official from the Red
Cross, Martin Schuepp,
said more Afghans will
struggle for survival as liv-
ing conditions deteriorate
in the year ahead.

Half of Afghanistan’s
population, or 24 million
people, are in need of hu-
manitarian aid, according
to the group. (AP)

78 dead due to wintry
weather in Afghanistan

MASS PROTEST

Relatives of the victims of the Aug. 4, 2020 Beirut port blast and activists hold placards during a protest near the
parliament building where lawmakers gather to elect a president in Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday. 

Lahore, Jan 19 (PTI): 

Pakistan’s deposed
prime minister Nawaz
Sharif is likely to return
to the country next month
to end his over three-year
self-exile in the United
Kingdom, some senior
leaders of Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) said on Thursday.

Punjab province
Governor Baligur Rehman
of PML-N said Nawaz’s
daughter and PML-N chief
organiser Maryam Nawaz
will also return from
London this month to look
after the party affairs.

“Nawaz Sharif is re-
turning to Pakistan within
a month and I will go to
the airport to receive
him,” he said.

Prime Minister’s
Special Assistant Malik
Ahmad Khan told PTI that
the 73-year-old Nawaz is
considering the party’s re-
quest to return ahead of

crucial elections in Punjab
and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KP) provinces.

Ousted prime minister
Imran Khan’s Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) re-
cently dissolved Punjab
and KP assemblies to push
the PML-N federal coali-
tion to call for snap polls in
the country.

“The elections in Punjab
and KP will be held after
90 days and the PML-N
wants Nawaz to be in
Pakistan to spearhead the
campaign in both
provinces,” the Prime
Minister’s special assis-
tant said.

Asked if Sharif will be
back in a month, Khan
said: “Nawaz Sharif will
be among his people in
Pakistan very soon.”

Federal Minister Sardar
Ayaz Sadiq, a close aide to
Nawaz, said the three-time
premier would return next
month. “Nawaz will re-
turn in February to defeat

Khan in the political
arena,” he told the media.

Interior Minister Rana
Sanaullah said Nawaz will
return once relief in the
cases he is facing is en-
sured. “Nawaz will not go
to jail on his return as he
will manage to get bail
(ahead of his return).”

Interestingly, another
federal minister Javed
Latif had earlier given at
least four different dates
for the return of Nawaz.

In recent party meetings

with Nawaz, most partici-
pants urged him to return
without any further delay
as the party is facing the
brunt of his long absence
as it may see fissures if he
does not return.

In the face of the rising
popularity of the crick-
eter-turned-politician,
most of PML-N local lead-
ership is unanimous that
the party needs Nawaz to
be in Pakistan ahead of
the polls if it wants to
counter Khan’s jugger-
naut.

An “ailing” Nawaz has
been living in London for
“medical treatment” after
the high court allowed
him a four-week reprieve.
He was serving seven-year
imprisonment in the Kot
Lakhpat Jail in Lahore in
the Al-Azizia corruption
case before his departure
to London on medical
grounds. Prior to his exit,
his younger brother
(prime minister) Shehbaz

Sharif had submitted an
undertaking to the Lahore
High Court ensuring his
elder brother would re-
turn “within four weeks”
or on certification by doc-
tors that he has regained
his health and is fit to re-
turn to Pakistan”.

However, the return is
repeatedly delayed due to
health concerns.

Nawaz Sharif ’s passport
expired in February 2021.
However, Shehbaz Sharif ’s
government issued a fresh
passport to the elder
Sharif in April last year.

In August 2021, Nawaz
filed an appeal with the
British Immigration
Tribunal after the Home
Department refused to ex-
tend his stay in the coun-
try on “medical grounds”
any further.

Sharif can legally re-
main in the UK till the tri-
bunal issues its decision
on his plea for his stay in
the country.

Nawaz Sharif to return to Pakistan in Feb

Barcelona, Jan 19 (AP): 

French President
Emmanuel Macron is
meeting Thursday with
Spanish Prime Minister
Pedro S nchez in
Barcelona to strengthen
relations between the
European neighbours by
signing a friendship treaty.

The one-day summit in
Barcelona comes amid a
day of widespread strikes
and protests on the other
side of the Pyrenees
against Macron’s bid to in-
crease the minimum re-
tirement age from 62 to 64.

S nchez and Macron are
to sign a Treaty of
Friendship and
Cooperation between their
countries. Both govern-
ments consider this a
diplomatic bond of the
highest order. Spain only
has a similar treaty with

Portugal; France has them
with Germany and Italy.

The leaders are seeking
stronger positions inside
the European Union.

Macron is profiling him-
self as the continent’s
leading politician to fill
the void of former
German Chancellor
Angela Merkel, while S
nchez wants Spain to have
a more influential role in
Brussels following the exit
of Britain from the bloc.

After years of cordial
but sometimes distant re-
lations between France
and Spain, the two have
grown closer recently.

Spain, France and
Portugal have agreed on a
major undersea pipeline
to transport hydrogen
from the Iberian
Peninsula to France and
eventually the rest of
Europe.

The pipeline, dubbed
H2Med, will run from
Barcelona to Marseille.

Macron and S nchez
also both want the
European energy market
to be reformed to respond
to the energy crisis pro-
voked by Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine.

The meeting is being
held in Catalonia’s
National Art Museum
perched atop the Montjuic
hill that overlooks
Barcelona. Several thou-
sand Catalan separatists
are rallying outside to try
to energize their flagging
movement to carve a new
state out of this corner of
northeast Spain that bor-
ders France.

Spanish, French leaders meet to
sign friendship treaty

Jerusalem, Jan 19 (AP): 

Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu met
Thursday with U.S.
National Security Adviser
Jake Sullivan, the allies’
highest level in-person
talks since Israel’s most
right-wing government
ever took power last
month.

Sullivan’s visit comes
amid unease in
Washington over
Netanyahu’s policies and
over several members of
his ultranationalist and
ultra-Orthodox governing
coalition, which is al-
ready taking a hard line
against the Palestinians
and is expected to ramp
up construction in Jewish
settlements in the occu-
pied West Bank.

A statement from
Netanyahu’s office said
the two discussed Iran’s
nuclear programme and

ways to broaden normali-
sation agreements
reached under the Trump
administration with four
Arab countries.

“I’ve known President
Biden for 40 years as a
great friend of Israel,”
Netanyahu told Sullivan,
according to footage re-
leased from the meeting.

“We see you as a trusted
partner in matters of as-
suring security and, of
course, advancing peace.”

Israel’s new govern-
ment has already proved a
headache for the Biden
administration, with ex-
tremist Cabinet minister
Itamar Ben-Gvir visiting
a flashpoint Jerusalem
holy site and having
adopted punitive steps

against the Palestinians
that run in direct opposi-
tion to several recent
Biden moves to boost U.S.-
Palestinian relations.

Netanyahu told
Sullivan the measures
were a necessary re-
sponse to the Palestinians
pushing the U.N.’s highest
judicial body to give its
opinion on the Israeli oc-
cupation. Sullivan told
Netanyahu that Biden’s
“commitment to the state
of Israel is bone deep,” a
“commitment that’s root-
ed in shared history,
shared interests and
shared values.”

The U.S. has said it will
engage with Netanyahu’s
government based on its
policies and not on per-

sonalities, including sen-
ior Cabinet ministers who
have expressed vehement
anti-Palestinian and anti-
Arab views in the past.

U.S. officials have previ-
ously expressed concerns
about at least two far-right
Israeli politicians, Ben-
Gvir and Bezalel
Smotrich. Ben-Gvir, a law-
maker known for anti-
Arab vitriol and provoca-
tive stunts, is the minister
of national security, a
powerful position that
puts him in charge of
Israel’s police force.

Biden adviser meets Netanyahu amid unease over his govt

Berlin, Jan 19 (AP): 

Germany faced mounting
pressure to supply battle
tanks to Kyiv and
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy aired
frustration about not ob-
taining enough weaponry
as Western allies conferred
on Thursday on how best to
support Ukraine nearly 11
months into Russia’s inva-
sion.

Just hours into his
tenure, Germany’s new de-
fence minister Boris
Pistorius welcomed US
Defence Secretary Lloyd
Austin to Berlin.

He declared that German
weapons systems delivered
so far have proven their
worth and that “we will con-
tinue in the future, together
with our partners, to sup-
port Ukraine in its fight for

freedom, territorial inde-
pendence and sovereignty”.

He didn’t, however, imme-
diately mention the
Leopard 2 tanks that
Ukraine has long sought.
Since the United Kingdom
announced last week that it
will send Challenger 2
tanks, Berlin has faced in-
creasing pressure to supply
battle tanks or at least clear
the way for others such as
Poland to deliver German-
made Leopards from their
own stock. Austin is to host
a regular coordination
meeting of top defense offi-
cials from Ukraine’s
Western allies at the United
States’ Ramstein Air Base
in Germany on Friday. He
said that “we’ll renew our
united commitment to sup-
port Ukraine’s self-defence
for the long haul”, but didn’t
mention any specific new

equipment.
Speaking by video link to

a breakfast meeting on the
sidelines of the World
Economic Forum’s annual
meeting in Davos,
Switzerland, Zelenskyy of-
fered a veiled critique of
major supporters such as
Germany and the United
States that have nonetheless
hesitated about sending
tanks.

He bemoaned a “lack of
specific weaponry” and said
that to win the war, “we can-
not just do it with motiva-
tion and morale.”

Speaking at the Victor
Pinchuk Foundation break-
fast through an interpreter,
he said: “There are times
where we shouldn’t hesitate
or we shouldn’t compare
when someone says, I will
give tanks if someone else
will also share his tanks.’’

Germany pressed on tanks for 
Ukraine; Kyiv airs frustration

Warsaw, Jan 19 (AP): 

The United Nations
cultural organisation is
training law enforcement
and judiciary officials
from countries on
Ukraine’s western bor-
ders, seeking to prevent
the trafficking of looted
cultural objects from
Ukraine amid Russia’s
war against its neigh-
bour.

UNESCO partnered
with Poland’s Culture
Ministry to hold three
days of workshops in
Warsaw this week for the
officials from Poland,
Hungary, Slovakia,
Romania and Moldova.

Representatives from
Ukraine also attended the
training that began on
Wednesday.

The aim is for the offi-

cials to be able to identify
and prevent any artistic
treasures looted in
Ukraine from crossing
their borders.

Krista Pikkat,
UNESCO’s director of
culture and emergencies,
said that more than 230
cultural sites have been
damaged or destroyed
in Ukraine since Russia
invaded the country.

She said that UN-
ESCO is working to doc-
ument lost cultural ob-
jects, among them treas-
ures from museums and
archaeological sites.

Another priority for
the agency is making
sure that the wider pub-
lic is aware that looted
Ukrainian treasures
could end up on art mar-
kets in Europe, so that
buyers are more careful

about what they buy.
Pikkat described

Poland as a strong part-
ner for UNESCO in the
protection of cultural
heritage in situations of
conflict because it has
learned many lessons

from its own experiences.
Poland suffered mass

looting of its cultural her-
itage during World War
II, when it was invaded
and occupied by Nazi
Germany and the Soviet
Union.

UNESCO seeks to prevent trafficking of looted Ukrainian art



F ederalism is a system of
government in which

powers are divided between the
Center and its constituent parts
such as states or provinces. It is
an institutional mechanism to
accommodate two sets of poli-
tics, and many times it leads to
conflict due to which the com-
mon man suffers. The central
government's initiative of
Ayushman Bharat to provide
welfare policies, schemes, and
universal health coverage was
hindered by some states, for ex-
ample, West Bengal refused to
join the scheme, leaving many
beneficiaries out of the services.

For a decade, a kind of poli-
tics has been going on in the
country's politics in a different
way, due to which the people sit-
ting in big positions have to
struggle for their rights on
small matters. The states hav-
ing a government of different

parties from the Center often
complain that such-and-such
work is stuck here. Because
there is a different party's gov-
ernment at the Center. That's
why getting stuck in the work
file is just an excuse, the politics
behind it is something else.

In the new education policy,
the central government wants
uniform standards of education
across the country to ensure ac-
cess and equality of education
across the country, it was op-
posed by some states, and it af-
fects the loss of overall educa-
tion to the common man. The
recent Agriculture Acts in the
agricultural marketing sector
allow farmers to sell their pro-
duce outside the Agricultural
Produce Market Committee
(APMC) and are aimed at pro-
moting inter-state trade. State
reluctance to adopt the model
APMC Act as well as the lack of

an integrated agriculture mar-
ket and lack of enthusiasm to
join the e-NAM platform limit
the Centre's capabilities in aim-
ing to double farmers' income
by 2022.

Looking at Aadhaar-based
schemes, the West Bengal gov-
ernment's case was filed in 2017
challenging the validity of the
'Aadhaar Act' under Article 32
of the Constitution. These activ-
ities throttled the Aadhaar-
based development plans. There
have been allegations and
counter-allegations by states
and the Center regarding the ef-
ficacy of the national lockdown
during the pandemic. The poli-
cy must be held accountable for
oxygen and hospital infrastruc-
ture, as it affects the welfare of
the people as a whole. At pres-
ent, unity is being emphasized
in non-BJP-ruled states because
the central government is inter-
fering in their state through the
governor. obstructing the work
of the state government. The
central government itself is ap-
pointing its people to big posts
in the state through the gover-
nor. This is the reason why the
state governments are facing
hurdles in their work.

After the initial challenges of
the pandemic, the central gov-
ernment provided enough space
and autonomy to the states to
strengthen their health facili-
ties, manage local lockdowns
and implement social protec-
tion measures to mitigate the
impact of the pandemic. West
Bengal, Delhi, Telangana, and
Odisha were among the states
that were left out of the
Ayushman Bharat program, a
better entitlement-based health
scheme. The National
Education Policy was seen by
the Government of Tamil Nadu
as a policy against social justice,
federalism, pluralism, and
equality. According to some op-
position-ruled state government
farmers, the law was designed

for big corporations that want
to dominate Indian food and
agribusiness and will under-
mine the negotiating power of
farmers.

Inter-state tribunals, NITI,
and other informal bodies have
acted as channels of consulta-
tion between the Centre, States,
and Union Territories in such
situations. These bodies have
been instrumental in democrat-
ically dealing with difficult is-
sues through consultations
while maintaining the spirit of
cooperation between the Union
and the States. Politically moti-
vated fights should be shunned
and should not be misused by
institutions. Instead, deter-
mined efforts should be made to
resolve them within the politi-
cal arena. States should keep
themselves restrained while ig-
noring the implementation of
central laws, if this is done then
it can lead to the collapse of the
constitutional machinery.

Overall, the conclusion is that
having different party govern-
ments in the center and the
state means an imbalance in de-
velopment and a tug of war for
publicity. The voter standing be-
tween them means the common
man is the sufferer of the loss
due to the distribution of work
in the central and state federal
structure. The government is
trapped in the competition of
publicity and those who have to
live and work in their midst are
not even asked what they think
is right. This is democracy. The
present democracy is nothing
more than giving a license to ar-
bitrariness for five years after
voting once. The voice raised in
the Anna movement was right
and the recall was probably lost
somewhere.

(Writer is research 
Scholar in Political Science,

Poetess, freelance journal-
ist, and columnist,

views are personal)
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Coming LS polls will be 
a challenge for BJP

On the concluding day of the
Bharatiya Janata Party’s (BJP) na-
tional executive committee meet-
ing, Prime minister (PM) Narendra
Modi lays out contours of BJP’s 2024
outreach. Whereas, the party presi-
dent Jagat Prakash Nadda exhorted
the party cadres to tighten their
belts and ensure that the BJP does-
n’t lose any of the upcoming
Assembly polls held in nine states,
beside the 2024 Lok Sabha polls.
Home minister and BJP number two
Amit Shah may have sounded up-
beat when he said his party will win
in 2024 more than 2019 Lok Sabha is
nothing but the reality is his com-
ment reeks of over-confidence. Why
do we blame Amit Shah, the party
president Nadda also in the same
line. But, in reality both are fully
aware that the 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tion will prove to be a tougher battle
for BJP. There is a growing concern
and discomfort running deep in the
BJP camp, even though top brass is
putting up a calm exterior. Due to
this the cunning PM Modi asks BJP
workers to intensify the party’s out-
reach among all sections of society
and minorities. For BJP many states
are grey areas among them Bihar
and Maharashtra. Karnataka and
few other states particularly south-
ern and eastern states pose a nag-
ging headache for the BJP and can
upend all formulas and equations.
Though all the leaders of BJP remain
mum on the impact of Rahul
Gandhi’s Bharat Jodo Yatra (BJY),
I'm sure BJY will surely dent BJP's
vote share. Whatsoever, against
such a backdrop, winning a clear
mandate in the upcoming Lok Sabha
polls will be a challenge for the BJP.
BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,  FFaarriiddaabbaadd  

Wither opposition 
parties’ unity

Gathering of some political par-
ties in Telangana shows there is no
unity in parties to face the chal-
lenge of Modi which is the require-
ment of the country to have a
strong opposition. But it is not the
duty of ruling party to create strong
opposition. In the previous parlia-
ment elections also, there were slo-
gans of opposition unity but at the
last moment the unity among them-
selves fizzled out due to lack of co-
ordination themselves and with the
result there was no leader of oppo-
sition in Lok Sabha consequently for
two terms.  Bharat Rashtra
Samithi’s public meeting at
Khammam may well be a turning
point in national politics. Sharing
the stage with the BRS were Chief
Ministers Arvind Kejriwal,
Bhagwant Singh Mann and Pinarayi
Vijayan, along with Samajwadi
Party president and former Uttar
Pradesh CM Akhilesh Yadav and CPI
national general secretary D Raja.
The coming together of these par-
ties’ augurs well for the cause of
ushering in alternative politics
aimed at bringing a qualitative
change across all spheres, a change
that leads to improvement in gover-
nance and living standards of peo-
ple and harnessing the full potential
of the country’s resources. The ini-
tiative is bound to gain momentum
ahead of the 2024 general elections.
The parties gathered in Telangana
were speaking more loudly where
the substance was less and was full
of self-praise and far away from the
reality. Building an anti-BJP alterna-
tive at the national level is a historic
necessity now.

YYaasshh  PPaall  RRaallhhaann,,  JJaallaannddhhaarr
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PRIYANKA SAURABH

Union Minister for Home Affairs Nityanand Rai presents an award as National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) DG Atul Karwal looks
on during the 18th Raising Day of NDRF, in New Delhi, Thursday, Jan. 19. Additional Secretary (DM) Hitesh Kumar S Makwana and
NDMA, Member Secretary Kamal Kishore are also seen.

18TH RAISING DAY OF NDRF

T he government may cut fertiliser subsidy to lower
budget deficit after having already spent more

than Rs.2.2 trillion on fertiliser subsidies this fiscal
given the fact that India imports about a third of its fer-
tiliser requirements from other countries. Speculation
is rife that the fertiliser subsidy bill could be slashed to
Rs 1-1.5 trillion for the 2023-24 fiscal year starting April.
Officials expect fertiliser costs  to  come  down  globally
and  domestic production to increase. This move will
help India cut its budget deficit. After Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine, food and energy prices have been soaring.
On food, fertiliser, and fuel, the government has already
spent 70 per cent more than it had allocated in  the  last
budget. Experts say  that  if the government spends
less on subsidising fertilisers in the  upcoming  budget,
it  could  lead  to  higher inflation. If the government
cuts subsidies, which is  a  reimbursement  to  compa-
nies  for  selling fertilisers at below-market prices, farm-
ers will have to  bear  higher  costs. It  would  lead  to
higher inflation. It was previously reported that fertilis-
er subsidy will rise to Rs 2.3-2.5 lakh crore in this fiscal
but the bill may fall by 25 per cent in the 2023-24 finan-
cial year with moderation in global prices. This esti-
mate was according to the Fertilisers Association of
India (FAI), which had expressed concern that the fixed
cost of urea has not been increased, thereby affecting
the viability of urea plants. FAI said that the fertiliser
industry is running on a very thin margin, which is
hampering new investments in this sector. Food and fer-
tiliser subsidies alone account for about one-eighth of
India's total budget spending of Rs 39.45 lakh crore this
fiscal year, but reductions in food subsidies in particu-
lar may prove politically sensitive with elections loom-
ing on the horizon. Reports  say  the  government  aims
at  cutting spending on food and fertiliser subsidies to
Rs 3.7 lakh crore ($44.6 billion) in the fiscal year from
April, down 26% from this year to rein in a fiscal deficit
that  ballooned  during  the  COVID-19 pandemic. The
government expects to peg around Rs 2.3 lakh crore for
food subsidies in the coming fiscal year, compared with
Rs 2.7 lakh crore for the current year to March 31.
Spending on fertiliser subsidies will likely fall to about
Rs 1.4 lakh crore, according to an unconfirmed report
which the finance ministry has declined to comment
upon, while  the  food  and  fertiliser  ministries  have
maintained a studied silence. A large part of the sav-
ings will come from the end of a COVID 19-era free food
scheme, which will be replaced with a lower-spending
programme. In other words, it will effectively reduce by
half the free rations available to the poor in a year. The
free food programme was implemented at the peak of
the  pandemic, to  ensure  food  security  to  the vulnera-
ble population. In December 2022, the government dis-
continued the free food programme and instead decided
to provide free foodgrains under the existing public dis-
tribution system. This is likely to reduce the food sub-
sidy to 0.8 per cent of GDP. Further, global commodity
prices which rose sharply in 2022 on the back of the
Russia-Ukraine conflict, have since normalised and the
outgo on fertiliser subsidy is likely to decline in FY24.

For a decade, a kind of politics has been going on in the
country's politics in a different way, due to which the people
sitting in big positions have to struggle for their rights on
small matters. The states having a government of different
parties from the Center often complain that such-and-such
work is stuck here. Because there is a different party's gov-
ernment at the Center. That's why getting stuck in the work
file is just an excuse, the politics behind it is something else.
Overall, the conclusion is that having different party gov-
ernments in the Center and the state means an imbalance in
development and a tug of war for publicity. The voter
standing between them means the common man is the suf-
ferer of the loss due to the distribution of work in the cen-
tral and state federal structure.

Vijaykumar H K, Raichur

E lephants should coexist in the jungles with their
own family in dignity and respect. The elephant,

on the other hand, is a representation of our rich histo-
ry and culture and plays a significant part in religious
rituals and worship. Therefore, in order for these majes-
tic animals to live away from nature and be sacrificed,
the temple administration where Elephants are used ; is
required to provide all the conditions relating to hous-
ing, management, feeding, atmosphere, and health cov-
erage. Elephants in temples have long demanded care
with regard to housing, feeding, management, and
health coverage. The primary issues with elephant
management practises that require attention stem from
the fact that elephants are chained for about twenty
hours a day in stands or stables.Elephants move in a
day at specific times. Man-made choices and standards
for food result in a lack of variety and monotony. They
have few social interactions and a stereotypical sched-
ule and way of life. The musth period is comparatively
longer, and animals are permanently chained. Mahouts
have a declining social status and decreasingly useful
skills. Mahouts frequently engage in drug use.
Accidents are happening more frequently. An animal
welfare organisation recently conducted a study on the
status of elephants in temples, and the results showed
that ninty percent of the elephants were housed in en-
closures with artificial roofing materials and hard
floors. Despite having access to sufficient good re-
sources, only ten percent of elephants are given clean
water for drinking and bathing. Poor conditions provid-
ed for resting, shade and sleep in majority of locations.
Elephants were generally made to walk on hard shells
and majority of them had nonstop training practices.
All of them are made to stand for long hours in front of
the tabernacle. Most of the mammoths were given poor
quality food in the form of beats, carbohydrates and
roughage. Routine medical care and treatment wasn't
available and indeed also the attending veterinarians
demanded applicable knowledge of the health issues.
Utmost Elephants have injuries in the bases, tempera-
mental and behavioural issues and vices due to man-
agemental problems. Elephants are veritably sensitive
creatures, conscious of environmental changes and
happenings each around. Now a days rigid and harsh
restraint styles and training procedures to keep them
under check and control negatively affects  resulting in
violence. Therefore a strong guidelines are needed to be
provided by the government for this mammoth which is
domesticated especially in temples.

Guidelines needed 
for domesticating

Elephants in Temples

Union Budget 2023-24: 
Will subsidies stay?

The common man gets crushed between 
the central and the state government

Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit

W e all
know

a happy worker is
a productive
worker. Now-a-
days working in
bank has become
a stressful place
with the phone ringing, more projects
piling up on your desk, meetings to at-
tend, and projects and regular daily
work that you have to finish by dead-
line and the most important is to satis-
fy our customer. It feels like the walls
are coming in and you are just pulling
out  your hair because of the regular
everyday problems that also occur.
When such moments come and you're
in the office, don't despair because
there are things you can do to make
your day easier to handle. Work stress
is extremely prevalent in today's soci-
ety, and can impact happiness levels,
health, and other important aspects
of your life. 

We, particularly the bank employ-

ees need to learn more about the link
between work stress and happiness,
and find resources to have a healthier,
happier life. Managing stress is all
about taking charge, taking charge of
your thoughts, your emotions, your
schedule, your environment, and the
way you deal with problems. Let us
enjoy better our situation with a few
minor adjustments. You can’t deal
with stress unless you recognize and
admit its presence. Listen to your
body. It will often give you signals in-
dicating stress. Listen to your feelings,
too. They will also tell you when you
need some relief.  The following ten
suggestions are designed to help you
to deal with the stress you may be ex-
periencing and also in increasing job
satisfaction and to lead a balanced
life.

SSttoopp  ttaakkiinngg  oonn  ttoooo  mmuucchh
The most common cause of a

stress reaction is attempting to do too
much with the resources and time at
your disposal. There is a limit to
everyone’s capacity. If you repeatedly
make commitments beyond your ca-

pacity, you’re pushing yourself too
hard. Better scheduling and enough
self-assertion to say “no” when that is
appropriate can help.

CChheecckk  iitt  oouutt  wwiitthh  yyoouurr  DDooccttoorr
Persistent signals that might mean

psychological stress are sometimes
due to physical problems. So check it
out with your doctor. If no medical
problems are found, ask the physical
for suggestions on handling stress or
tension.

BBaallaannccee  wwoorrkk  wwiitthh  ppllaayy
Schedule time for recreation and

hobbies that are relaxing and enjoy-
able. Of course, the regularity of work
can occasionally help a person
through emotional situations that are
hard to bear – like the death of a loved
one, separation or divorce.

LLooaaff  aa  lliittttllee
Some active people who feel guilty

about occasionally just sitting and
doing nothing should give themselves
a chance to learn the art of loafing.
The noise and rush of modern life may
keep us in a constantly stimulated
state- contributing to a feeling of anxi-

ety. Take a breather. A walk, for exam-
ple, can bring peace and perspective.
Find the time to “make friends” with
yourself.

GGeett  eennoouugghh  sslleeeepp  aanndd  rreesstt
Nobody can be in the best of health

for long without enough sleep and
rest. Adults vary in the hours of sleep
they need. Probably the best test of
whether you are getting enough sleep
is how you feel. If you awake re-
freshed and energetic, you are no
doubt getting required rest. But if you
frequently feel tired, the solution may
well be as simple as going to bed ear-
lier and being as regular as possible in
your sleep habits. Frequent inability to
sleep should be discussed with a
physician.

WWoorrkk  ooffff  tteennssiioonnss
When we’re upset or angry, we can

try to blow off steam or work off our
feelings with physical exercise.
Enjoying some activity such as playing
tennis, cycling, swimming or other ex-
ercise helps to relieve tension and
makes it easier to face and handle
problems more calmly. Getting some

regular exercise is also a great way to
keep yourself in good physical condi-
tion.

SSppeeaakk  oouutt  yyoouurr  ttrroouubblleess
It helps to get it off your chest

sometimes by confiding worries to a
sympathetic friend. When what ap-
pears to be a serious problem starts to
get you down, it’s wise to discuss it
with your physician, a religious coun-
sellor, or with an understanding mem-
ber of your own family. Often another
person can help you to see your prob-
lem in a new light. This may be the
first step towards a constructive solu-
tion. However, if your problems seem
to be getting out of hand, your doctor
may want to recommend a specialist.

LLeeaarrnn  ttoo  aacccceepptt  wwhhaatt  
yyoouu  ccaannnnoott  cchhaannggee

Many of us get upset about circum-
stances which are truly beyond our
control. Sometimes we even try to
make people over to suit our own
ideals and then feel frustrated when
we find that this cannot be done. We
can look for the best in others while
realizing that nobody is faultless.

Prevalence of stress level among Bank employees
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RoPax 
New Delhi: India
Post will use RoPax
(roll-on/off-passen-
ger) ferry services on
Gogha-Hazira route
for speedy postal
services between
Saurashtra and
South Gujarat and
Mumbai, according
to an official release.
Minister of State for
Communications
Devusinh Chauhan
on Friday will flag off
the daily mail and
parcel delivery trans-
portation services of
India Post on M.V.
Voyage Express-
RoPax Ferry.

Shares decline 
New Delhi: Shares of
Asian Paints declined
over 3 per cent on
Thursday after the
company’s December
quarter earnings
failed to cheer in-
vestors. The stock fell
2.64 per cent to Rs
2,868.05 apiece on the
BSE. During the day, it
declined 3.15 per cent
to Rs 2,853. It was the
biggest laggard
among the 30-share
BSE Sensex pack of
firms. On the NSE, it
went lower 
by 3.11 per cent at Rs
2,853.40 per share.

Adani 
Mumbai: Adani
Enterprises, which is
launching India Inc’s
second-largest follow-
on public offer worth
Rs 20,000 crore next
week, on Thursday
said it is planning to
enter the water seg-
ment as this is a key
element of its core
business of infra-
structure. The group
is into the entire
gamut of infrastruc-
ture — being its ports,
airports, roads, ex-
pressways power gen-
eration & distribu-
tion, among others.
In ports and airports,
the group is the
largest player in the
private sector.

Delay
Islamabad: In a
major blow to cash-
strapped Pakistan,
the World Bank has
delayed the approval
of two loans worth
USD 1.1 billion until
the next fiscal year,
according to a media
report. The
Washington-based
lender has also op-
posed slapping a flood
levy on imports, creat-
ing a new hole in an
already ambitious
USD 32 billion annual
financing plan.

Workshop 
Mumbai: The
Shipping and Ports
Ministry in collabora-
tion with India Ports
Global Ltd has con-
ducted a workshop on
linking Chabahar
Port in Iran with the
International North-
South Transport
Corridor (INSTC), an
official release said
on Thursday. The
Chabahar Port, which
has been developed
through Indian assis-
tance, is the commer-
cial transit centre for
the region, especially
Central Asia.

INT’L WATCH FAIR

A woman with her child visits the 21st International Watch and Clock Fair, at Palace Grounds in Bengaluru,
Thursday.

Officials of Association of
Renewable Energy Agencies

of States (AREAS) and
Carbon Markets Association
of India (CMAI) during the
signing of an MoU between

AREAS and CMAI.

Davos, Jan 19 (PTI): 

Sensing a huge opportu-
nity in the global semicon-
ductor market, India has
set in motion an ambi-
tious plan to become a key
supplier for the world
with the government itself
putting in USD 10 billion,
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s
Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said on
Thursday.

Speaking at a session on
‘Learning from semicon-
ductor supply shocks’ at
the World Economic
Forum Annual Meeting
2023 here, the minister
said there is a very large
market that requires semi-
conductor and India has a
huge potential in terms of
infrastructure, talent pool

and technology.
“Our university system

that produces a large
number of talent is also

helping a lot as we have
tied up with many univer-
sities to prepare right tal-
ent,” he said. Asked about

the government’s own in-
vestment plans, he said
the government itself is
putting in USD 10 billion

and it has chalked out a
long haul programme.

“We see a huge potential
for India to become a key
semiconductor supplier
for the entire world, that
too for the latest require-
ments including for elec-
tric vehicles and for all
cutting edge technologies.
We are convinced that the
demand is going to be
huge,” he added.

“The industry is going
to double in size to USD 1
trillion in the next 6-7
years with the growth rate
set to accelerate in a big
way,” he added.

Vaishnaw also said the
government is mindful of
the environment and it
will ensure that the new
factories are supplied
with green energy.

‘India aims to become key 
semiconductor supplier for world’

Union Minister for Communications Ashwini Vaishnaw at a panel discussion during the
World Economic Forum (WEF) Annual Meeting 2023, in Davos, Switzerland, Thursday.

Mumbai, Jan 19:
Aditya Birla Sun Life
AMC Limited(AB-
SLAMC), a subsidiary of
Aditya Birla Capital
Limited, an investment
manager to Aditya Birla
Sun Life Mutual Fund,
has announced the
launch of Multi Asset
Allocation Fund, an
open-ended scheme in-
vesting in equity, debt
and commodities. The
fund will focus on diver-
sifying its investments
across a variety of asset
classes in an attempt to
balance risk and reward
by allocating optimal
weights to the assets.
The NFO will remain
open from 11th January,
2023 to 25th January,
2023. Commenting on the

launch, A.
Balasubramanian, MD &
CEO, Aditya Birla Sun
Life AMC Limited said,
“The Aditya Birla Sun
Life Multi Asset
Allocation Fund gives in-
vestors access to a well-
diversified offering
across asset classes. It is
an excellent investment
option for both novice
and seasoned investors,
as it eliminates the
stress of investing,
tracking and maintain-
ing multiple investment
strategies. The fund at-
tempts to invest in a di-
versified portfolio of
high-quality debt and
money market securities
to generate income with
relatively minimal cred-
it risk.”

ABSLAMC Mutual 
Fund launches Multi Asset

Allocation Fund

New Delhi, Jan 19 (PTI): 

Hindustan Unilever
Ltd on Thursday said its
board has approved an
increase in royalty and
central services arrange-
ment fee to its parent
Unilever group for get-
ting technology, trade-
mark licenses and serv-
ices.

The new arrangement
envisages increasing
royalty and central serv-
ices fees to 3.45 per cent
of turnover in a stag-
gered manner over a pe-
riod of three years from
2.65 per cent in FY22, the
company said in a regu-
latory filing.

This arrangement is
subject to appropriate
regulatory approvals, it
added.

“The new arrange-
ment envisages a stag-

gered increase of 80 bps
over a period of 3 years
from 2.65 per cent to 3.45
per cent of turnover,” it
said.

Initially, there will be
a “45 bps increase in ef-
fective cost for February
to December 2023; 25 bps
further increase in effec-
tive cost for January to
December 2024; 10 bps
further increase in effec-
tive cost from January
2025”.

The current technolo-
gy, trademark license
and central services
agreement with Unilever
group was entered into
in January 2013 for a pe-
riod of 10 years. This
granted HUL the right to
use Unilever-owned
trademarks, technology,
corporate logo and gave
access to central servic-
es provided by the

Unilever group, it said.
“On the imminent ex-

piry of the current
agreement, Unilever had
requested for a review of
the same. HUL has been
receiving a steady
stream of benefits from
Unilever in terms of
faster innovations, supe-
rior products and tech-
nology, greater expert-
ise, and enhanced servic-
es,” it said, adding this
helps HUL to continue to
meet emerging con-
sumer needs with agility
and create value for all
stakeholders.

HUL said the new con-
tract terms were subject
to a detailed evaluation
and due diligence led by
its senior management
and guided by its Audit
Committee and Board.

“The Board also took
into consideration the

findings of an independ-
ent external assessment
and concluded that the
proposed arrangement
continues to be competi-
tive within the range
when compared against
relevant comparable
transactions as identi-
fied in the independent
external benchmark,” it
added.

The company asserted
that the new arrange-
ment will ensure that it
“continues to receive the
technology, services and
IP support from
Unilever”.

“India remains one of
the top three strategical-
ly prioritised markets
for Unilever with dialled
up access to innovations,
investments, capabili-
ties, and talent develop-
ment,” the company
said.

HUL board approves hiking royalty to parent 
From 2.65 pc to 3.45 pc of turnover

New Delhi, Jan 19:  

Godawari Electric
Motors, an EV manufac-
turer based in
Chhattisgarh, announced
its foray into the EV retail
space and launched its
Electric Auto (L5M), Eblu
Rozee and unisex electric
bicycle Eblu Spin at the
Auto Expo 2023.

Eblu Rozee (L5M) is ex-
plicitly designed to meet
consumer safety, comfort,
and performance needs.
Additionally, this e-auto is
endowed with a DCPD
body that is rust-proof and
high-impact resistant,
along with a 200Ah Li-ion
battery, enabling it to run
for 165 km (certified
range) on a single charge.
It boasts of features like
rear independent suspen-
sion for best-in-class com-
fort and safety, hydraulic

brakes on all three wheels,
a dual headlamp for better
visibility, and a park
switch to prevent acci-
dents when the ignition is
on. It comes with a 3-
year/80000 km warranty
and a low operating cost of
50 paise per/km. It aspires
to ensure a comfortable &
safe ride with features like
PU foam seats, solid super
structure, and extra leg
space. The e-auto is
equipped with regenera-
tive braking as well.

Eblu Spin is an all-new
revolutionary electric bi-
cycle that has a unisex de-
sign for easy & comfort-
able rides for all, modern
& stylish looks, and a
rugged frame. The electric
bicycle will be offered with
three battery options 6Ah,
12Ah and 18Ah and the
driving range will vary be-
tween 25-65 km for the

three variants. It will also
come with over and under-
voltage protection and a
portable charging facility.
It is equipped with front
and rear disc brakes and a
front telescopic suspen-
sion. The electric bicycle
will come with a 1-year
warranty on the motor,
cycle chassis frame, front
suspension and brake pad
and a 3-year warranty on
the battery and the charg-
er.

Speaking at the launch,
Hyder Khan, CEO,
Godawari Electric Motors,
said, “At Godawari
Electric, we aspire to en-
courage the adoption of
sustainable mobility solu-
tions by providing high-
quality, performance-en-
hanced e-vehicles, and
both Eblu Rozee and Eblu
Spin is the first step in this
direction.

Godawari Electric Motors 
commences its EV journey in India

Mumbai, Jan 19:

Jet Freight Logistics
Limited One of the leading
and trusted technology-
driven freight forwarding
company with a specialisa-
tion for perishable cargo is
planning to launch its
rights issue of Rs. 37.70
crores. Company is plan-
ning to utilise the funds for
Company’s expansion
plans, including the pur-
chase of a warehouse,
meeting working capital re-
quirements, entering new
geographies and general
corporate purposes.
Company has fixed
January 11 as the record
date for the purpose of de-
termining the equity share-
holders entitled to receive
the rights entitlement.
Rights issue of Company is
priced at Rs. 16.25 per share.

Rights issue of the
Company will open on
January 20 and close on
January 31. The last date
for market Renunciation of
Rights Entitlements is
January 25, 2023. The
Company will issue
2,32,01,892 fully paid-up eq-
uity shares of face value
Rs. 5 each at an issue price
of Rs. 16.25 per Equity
Share (including a premi-
um of Rs. 11.25 per Equity
Share) aggregating to Rs.
37.70 crores. The Rights en-
titlement ratio for the pro-
posed issue is fixed at 1:1 (1
fully paid-up equity share
for every 1 fully paid-up eq-
uity share held by the equi-
ty shareholders). Sharing
more details, Richard
Theknath, Chairman and
Managing Director, Jet

Freight, said, “Company
has taken many important
strategic initiatives, includ-
ing “Mission Excel” in the
recent past with a focus to
expand capacities, adding
more channel partners
aiming at exponential
growth. Our business ini-
tiatives are built upon the 4
P’s of business expansion
which comprises Product
expansion, People &
Culture, Process automa-
tion, and Promotion of
business. Our long-term
focus continues to be in-
vesting in growth through
building new capacities, ex-
panding footprints and de-
livering value for all our
stakeholders. Proceeds of
the issue will further
strengthen Company’s bal-
ance sheet and help fund its
expansion plans and strate-
gic growth initiatives.”

Jet Freight’s Rs 37.70 cr Rights
Issue opens for subscription 

 On January 20

Davos, Jan 19 (PTI): 

Robust mobile and inter-
net connectivity has
helped India in a big way
to expand financial inclu-
sion, while a diverse net-
work of banking corre-
spondents and micro
ATMs has ensured last
mile reach, SBI Chairman
Dinesh Kumar Khara said
on Thursday.

Speaking at a session on
‘Financial inclusion be-
yond access’ during the
World Economic Forum
Annual Meeting 2023 here,
he also said a lot is being
done in the country to
spread financial and digi-
tal literacy to help people
with their banking needs
and to safeguard them
from any frauds. “We are a
country of 1.3 billion and
the mobile phone connec-

tions we have are about 1.2
billion. We also have some
800 million internet con-
nections and that has
helped us a lot expand fi-
nancial inclusion,” Khara
said. “During the pandem-
ic period, we also did an-
other excellent job, that is
distributing foodgrain
also, rather than just dis-
tributing cash. That
helped us contain infla-
tion,” the SBI chairman

said. Khara said that his
and other banks have cre-
ated a robust system of
digital banking that help
people get access to their
banking needs in real
time. “Beyond mobile
phones also, we have a sys-
tem of banking correspon-
dents for last mile connec-
tivity and to reach out to
those without mobile
phones. Besides, we have a
huge network of branches,
ATMs and micro ATMs,”
he added. “Still, we are not
stopping at that and we
continuously monitor the
financial inclusion index
at the apex regulator level.
Financial literacy and dig-
ital literacy are other
areas where we are fo-
cussing a lot to help people
and to safeguard them
from any frauds etc,”
Khara said.

‘Mobile, internet connectivity key 
to India’s robust financial inclusion’

Dinesh Kumar Khara

New Delhi, Jan 19 (PTI): 

IT solutions major Rashi
Peripherals has filed pre-
liminary papers with capi-
tal markets regulator Sebi
to raise Rs 750 crore
through an Initial Public
Offering (IPO).

The public issue is com-
pletely fresh issue of
shares with no offer-for-
sale component, according
to the Draft Red Herring
Prospectus (DRHP).

The company may con-
sider a private placement
of equity shares for up to
Rs 150 crore. If such place-
ment is completed, the
fresh issue size will be re-
duced. Of the IPO pro-
ceeds, funds worth Rs 400
crore will be utilised for
payment of debt and Rs 200
crore for funding working
capital requirements and
general corporate purpos-
es. Mumbai-based Rashi

Peripherals Ltd is a nation-
al distributor of informa-
tion and communications
technology products for
brands like ASUS Global
Pte. Ltd, Dell International
Services India, HP India
Sales and Lenovo India.
The company aims to ex-
pand its geographic pres-
ence in non-metro cities
which includes Tier I and
Tier II cities and other
rural geographies which
are becoming centre of
consumptions for ICT
products such as personal
computers, smartphones,
internet devices, network-
ing devices. The compa-
ny’s revenue from opera-
tions surged 57.19 per cent
from Rs 5,925.05 crore in
fiscal 2021 to Rs 9,313.44
crore in fiscal 2022, while
its profit after tax grew
33.85 per cent to Rs 182.51
crore from Rs 136.35 crore
a year ago.

Rashi Peripherals files 
Rs 750-cr IPO papers with Sebi

New Delhi, Jan 19 (PTI): 

Smartphone maker
Samsung has advanced
the launch of its Galaxy
A series smartphones
with an aim to capture a
larger market share as it
looks to garner 75 per
cent of its mobile phone
business from the sale of
5G handsets this year, a
senior company official
said on Thursday.

Samsung India Senior
Vice President for
Mobile Business Raju
Pullan told PTI that the
company’s mobile busi-
ness grew over 22 per
cent in value terms be-
tween January-
November 2022 and is ex-
pected to grow faster
than the industry this

year, in strong double
digits. “Last year, indus-
try contribution for 5G
was 56 per cent as per in-
dustry analysts. 5G con-
tributed 61 per cent to
Samsung India’s mobile
phone business in 2022.
With the early launch of
Galaxy A14 5G and A23
5G, we expect the contri-
bution to go up to 75 per
cent,” he said.

Samsung will start
selling Galaxy A14 5G for
a net effective price of Rs
14,999 apiece and Galaxy
A 23 5G for a net effective
price of Rs 20,990 from
January 19.

Both smartphones will
come with a 6.6-inch full
high-definition display
and a 50-megapixel cam-
era.

Samsung eyes 75 % 
smartphone biz from

5G phones
Advances Galaxy A series launch



Shatrughan Sinha
all praise for

Bidipta in ‘Indian
Idol – Season 13’

TT his Sunday at 8:00 pm, Sony Entertainment Television’
sprestigious singing reality show, ‘Indian Idol – Season 13’

will be welcoming Bollywood’s veteran actor Shatrughan Sinha
along with his wife Poonam Singh. The show will be celebrating
the ‘Shaadi Special’ episode where the viewers will not only see
the Top 8 contestants give spectacular performances but also
engage the celebrity guests by bringing out the nostalgia factor.
Talking about the performances, Bidipta Chakraborty from
Kolkata will be singing the timeless classic, 'Bole Chudiyan' from
the 2021 film ‘Kabhi Khushi Kabhi Gham’. Her incredible vocals
invite a lot of applauses from everyone present on set. Not only
this, in an interesting twist, judge Himesh Reshammiya insists
Bidipta to vocalize a few lines on the famous quote, 'Ladoo shaa-
di ka toh yaaro aisa hai, jo khayepachtay, jo na khaye pachtay.'
Bidipta beautifully sings it post which, Himesh Reshammiya adds
his owns lines making the song even more interesting and not far
behind are Vishal Dadlani and host Aditya Narayan who further
add their own lines which makes the entire moment fun to watch.

Impressed with her performance, judge Vishal Dadlani shares,
"The way you not only sang the song but even the way you
expressed it… you have to understand that in today’s day and age,
artists are known by their face and their voice. They are not in the
background anymore. When you go on stage now, the audience
want to see ‘Bidipta.’ I feel you’ve reached that level with great
accuracy. Congratulations for that and great job!” Agreeing
with Vishal Dadlani, Shatrughan Sinha adds, “I completely agree
to what Vishal said. It is after many days and specially with new-
comers on this show I’ve observed that while the contestants sing,
there are a few things that really stand out. There is stability, clar-
ity and the mudras are very relaxed. With these three elements,
and with my experience added, you have presented beautifully. To
sing such and old song with a touch of new, that the old same on
its own became new. God bless you. I have also heard my friends
praising you and one of them if my family friend who was also a
guest on this show; Subhash Ghai who is like my brother, he had
some great words to say about you.”

BBee  ssuurree  ttoo  ttuunnee  iinnttoo  IInnddiiaann  IIddooll  sseeaassoonn  1133,,  tthhiiss  SSuunnddaayy  aatt  88::0000  ppmm
oonnllyy  oonn  SSoonnyy  EEnntteerrttaaiinnmmeenntt  TTeelleevviissiioonn.

ACROSS
1. Prima donna
5. Wet
9. Appears to be
14. Lyric poems
15. Double-reed instrument
16. Holland export
17. Oppress
19. Clear the blackboard
20. Artist’s prop
21. Edgy
23. Knockout count

24. Peruvian range
26. ____ Einstein
28. Mailbox item
30. Recluse
32. ____ Baba
33. Majestic
35. Stiff
39. Scandinavian capital
41. More painful
43. Melody
44. Hunts for
46. Sag

48. Dined
49. Pass on
51. Speech-maker
53. Fleet of warships
56. Blazing
57. Bombshell ____ West
58. Broker
61. Papas’ partners
64. Eight musicians
66. Work together
68. ____ Witherspoon of “Walk the
Line”
69. Gambling city
70. Healing plant
71. Miscalculated
72. Not new
73. Spigots

DOWN
1. Idiot
2. Concept
3. Having many skills
4. Agree
5. Medic
6. Borders on
7. Brief message
8. Eager
9. Pittsburgh footballer
10. Italy’s cont.
11. Make jubilant
12. Stingy one
13. Depleted
18. Senior
22. ____ Francisco
25. Love deity
27. Englishman, for short
28. Thailand’s neighbor

29. In addition
30. Moe and Curly’s pal
31. Butter alternative
34. “Star Wars” character
36. Central American country
37. Occupied with
38. Forest creature
40. Gumbo veggie
42. Shingle site
45. Tranquilized
47. Top quality
50. Linger
52. Biblical mountain
53. Love (Ital.)
54. Marathon runner
55. Measuring device
56. Expiate
59. Light tan
60. Negatives
62. On
63. Visualizes
65. Compass reading (abbr.)
67. Seedcase
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GRAND ENGAGEMENT

Industrialist Mukesh Ambani with wife Neeta Ambani, son Aakash Ambani daughter-in-law Shloka, daughter
Isha Ambani and son-in-law Anand Piramal during the engagement ceremony of Anant Ambani and Radhika
Merchant, in Mumbai, Thursday. 
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AA ctress Raveena Tandon
recently visited Shirdi

for Sai Baba darshan. The
actress performed the puja
inside the temple and prayed
before the Shirdi Sai Baba
idol. In the pictures, we can
see the actress dressed in
blue and white floral salwar
kameez. With minimal make-
up, the actress looked pretty
as always. Raveena was hon-
ored by the members of the
temple's trust and the
actress was gifted with a Sai
Baba statue and a red-col-
ored shawl. According to
sources, "As it’s closer to a
year since her dad passed.
She made a trip in his honour
to Shirdi. Late producer Ravi

Tandon and family is a huge
Sai devotee and even has a
huge marble statue of the
Saint in their house". Tandon
was seen bending down to

place her forehead on the
altar, placing her hands on
the altar. She also wrote a
poem for her dad and shared
it on her Instagram page.

Madhuri Dixit, Ajay Devgn,
Shilpa Shetty, Juhi Chawla,
Sonu Sood, and Vivek Oberoi,
among many others, offered
condolences to Raveena and
her family.

Sharing the pictures, she
wrote, "Darshan today  #shir-
di #omsairam . Gratitude. .
Picture courtesy - Saibaba
Mandir Trust."

On the work front, fans last
saw Raveena in KGF: Chapter
2. She will be next seen in
Ghudchadi with Sanjay Dutt.
She also has Arbaaz Khan's
Patna Shukla with Satish
Kaushik along with the sec-
ond season of her web show,
Aranyak as her upcoming
projects. 

Raveena Tandon seeks
blessings from Sai Baba 

A ctress Apeksha Porwal
shot to fame with her

debut series Undekhi in which
she plays a tribal girl out to
avenge her sister’s death. And
now, with the young actress
making great strides,
Apeksha’s much awaited
international English-Arabic
show, Slave Market releases
worldwide. Sharing her expe-
rience of being associated
with Slave Market show and
working with international
actors, stating, “Slave Market
is one of the most exhilarating
experiences I’ve ever had. To
work on this beautiful period
story, at such amazing loca-
tions, extravagant sets with
cast and crew from all around
the world is nothing short of a
dream. The character Lavani
and the story is very dear to
my heart and I am excited to
finally share what we’ve spent
months working on with the
audiences.” “Slave Market”
was filmed with 70 global
actors across 104 locations
that depict various parts of
the Middle East, Africa, Asia,
and Europe. The series fea-

tures Miss India Apeksha
Porwal along with Fayez Bin
Jurays, Al Anoud Saud,
Hashim Najdi, Haneen
Turkistany, Nawaf al-Dhufairi,
Nagham al-Malki, Marzouk al-
Ghamdy, Saeed al-Qahtani,
Shyam Kishore, Janique
Charles, Chris J Gordon, Avant
Strangel, Justina Biosah,
Genlee Motlana, Paballo
Owami Landu, Shannon
Gaskin, Nick Cornwall,
Natasha Choufani, Lauren
Elise Thomas, Nizar

Alsulaimani, and Sumaiah
Abdulwahab. The nine-
episode show – produced by
Middle-Eastern media giant
MBC Studios, written by
famed writer Kuwait’s Heba
Mashari Hamada and directed
by award-winning Tunisian
director Lassaad Oueslati – is
set in the 1900s and follows
the journey of Apeksha, who
plays an Indian princess and
her entrapment into slavery
along with a turbulent love
story.

R oad Safety Week is
organised annually

to promote awareness on
road safety measures and
rules. This year the
Mumbai Traffic Police has
teamed up with &TV for
an awareness campaign
starting January 11-17,
2023. &TV’s immensely
popular and beloved bhab-
his, Angoori (Shubhangi
Atre) and Anita (Vidisha
Srivastava), will reinforce
numerous road safety
measures like wearing hel-
mets, seatbelts, no drink-
ing and driving, among
others. Both the bhabhis
kicked off the public
awareness drive, urging
Mumbaikars to follow the
rules in their unique style,
characteristic of their on-
screen personalities.

Talking about Road
Safety Week, the Joint
Commissioner of Police
(Traffic), Shri
Pravinkumar Padwal,
said, "Road safety is one of
the most important goals
for the Mumbai Traffic
Police and it is our con-
stant endeavour to create
safer streets for the citi-
zens of Mumbai. In con-

tinuation of this endeav-
our, we are happy to part-
ner with &TV to spread
awareness of various safe-
ty measures and traffic vi-
olations. Through the use
of their popular charac-
ters, we hope to positively
influence Mumbaikars to
take road safety very seri-
ously, for themselves and
the safety of others.”

Adding to this, actor
Shubhangi Atre, aka
Angoori Bhabhi of Bhabiji
Ghar Par Hai, said, “I am
delighted to be a part of a
campaign that generates
awareness about road safe-
ty. Understanding and fol-
lowing traffic rules are im-
perative to avoid endan-

gering your life and oth-
ers’ lives. My fans can
click on
andtvroadsafety.zee5.com
and send my safety mes-
sage videos to their loved
ones.” Vidisha Srivastava,
aka Anita Bhabhi of
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai,
adds, "Kudos to the
Mumbai Traffic Police for
their consistent efforts on
educating and sensitising
commuters on road safety.
Let us all do our bit to
make our roads safer for
everyone.”
&TV and the Mumbai Traffic
Police urge every citizen to
drive safely and follow the traf-
fic rules, Kyunki Bhabiji Ghar
Par Hai!

TT his week, viewers of &TV
shows Doosri Maa,

Happu Ki Ultan Paltan and
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai will get to
witness conflicts and conspira-
cies. About &TV’s Doosri Maa
track, Krishna, shares, “After
discovering Kamini's (Priety
Sahay) truth, the family asks
her to leave the house and
never return, which enrages
her and drives her to seek
revenge. Kamini later plans to
ruin Yashoda (Neha Joshi) and
Ashok's (Mohit Dagga)
anniversary party. Kamini
gathers evidence against
Ashok. Yashodha asks Malti
(Anita Pradhan) and Suresh
(Sunil Dutt) to invite Kamini for
the anniversary celebration.
Krishna visits Kamini’s house
and is surprised to see his
mother Mala's (Nidi Uttam)
picture with Kamini.”
About &TV’s Bhabiji Ghar Par
Hai track, Anita Bhabi shares,
“Vibhuti's (Aasif Sheikh's)
cousin sister Gilli (Deeksha
Sahu) visits him, while Tiwari's
(Rohitashv Gour's) cousin
brother Danda (Harveer)
arrives at Tiwari’s house. Gilli
and Danda tell Vibhuti and
Tiwari that they love each
other. Vibhuti then promises
Gilli that he will arrange for a

grand marriage ceremony.
Tiwari, on the other hand, is
not convinced. Angoori
(Shubhangi Atre) suggests
Vibhuti to offer Tiwari his
favourite bottle of alcohol and
persuade him of their mar-
riage. After getting drunk,
Tiwari misbehaves with
Vibhuti, which enrages Anita
(Vidisha Srivastava). Vibhuti
jumps from his balcony and
ends up in the hospital to pres-
surize Tiwari.”

WWaattcchh  DDoooossrrii  MMaaaa  aatt  88::0000  ppmm,,
HHaappppuu  KKii  UUllttaann  PPaallttaann  aatt  1100::0000
ppmm,,  aanndd  BBhhaabbiijjii  GGhhaarr  PPaarr  HHaaii  aatt
1100::3300  ppmm,,  aaiirriinngg  eevveerryy  MMoonnddaayy
ttoo  FFrriiddaayy  oonnllyy  oonn  &&TTVV!!

Apeksha Porwal makes her 
Int’l debut with ‘Slave Market’

Adnan Khan reveals Shah Rukh is his idol
TT he Hindi adaptation of the

superhit Turkish drama
'1001 Nights,' Kathaa Ankahee,
airing on Sony Entertainment
Television, gets more intriguing
with the drama that unfold with
every episode. The journey of
Katha (Aditi Dev Sharma) and
Viaan (Adnan Khan), who are
connected by an irreversible
wound, exemplifies how love
can blossom from the darkest
moments in this repentance-
based love story. Katha's help-
lessness in the face of Viaan's
indecent proposal in exchange
for the money resulted in an

emotional torment for both of
them. Adnan Khan who has
charmed his way into the audi-
ence’s hearts with his good
looks and incredible acting skills
is playing the lead protagonist of
the show Viaan. This silver-
screen romantic hero idolises
the King of Romance Shah Rukh
Khan in real life to recreate the
same magic for the Television
screen. Talking about his inspi-
ration SRK, Adnan shares,
"Shah Rukh Khan is my hero
because I think he is brilliant
and witty. He came from no
where and became the king of

Bollywood through sheer will,
hard work, and discipline. Shah
Rukh Khan is my idol because he
is very charming, and I can lis-
ten to him even when he is not in
a movie and is giving a public
speech. I think it would be great
to be around him. He's my hero,
and I look up to him."
He further adds, "I love how he
treats people. When my aunt
saw him in a movie theatre in
Dubai, she waved at him and
said "Salaam." Mr Khan got up
and greeted her back in a very
polite way. When I hear stories
like this, I feel so good, and this

is what I aspire be: always kind
to older people. Love is a beauti-
ful language. The way Shah
Rukh Khan defines love is exact-
ly how I feel about it in real life."
TTuunnee  iinnttoo  KKaatthhaa  AAnnkkaahheeee  eevveerryy
MMoonnddaayy  ttoo  FFrriiddaayy  aatt  88::3300  ppmm
oonnllyy  oonn  SSoonnyy  EEnntteerrttaaiinnmmeenntt
TTeelleevviissiioonn..

&TV shows to witness
conflicts and conspiracies

&TV and Mumbai Traffic Police
join forces for Road Safety Week
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Bhubaneswar, Jan 19 (PTI):

Three-time champions
Netherlands registered a
record-breaking 14-0 win
over debutants Chile to se-
cure a direct qualification
into the quarter-finals,
while Malaysia stunned
New Zealand 3-2 to finish
second in Pool C at the FIH
Men’s Hockey World Cup
here on Thursday.

With three wins from as
many games, Netherlands
finished at the top of Pool
C with maximum nine
points, while Malaysia
were second with six
points from two victories.

In the second match of
the day, world No.3
Netherlands toyed with
Chile, ranked 23rd, and
scored goals at will to reg-
ister the biggest margin of
victory in a World Cup
match.

The record for the
biggest margin of win in a
hockey World Cup match
was earlier held by world
No.1 Australia, who
thrashed South Africa 12-0
in New Delhi.

Jip Janssen (6th, 29th,
34th, 44th minutes) and
skipper Thierry
Brinkman (25th, 33rd,

58th) scored a hat-trick
each, while Koen Bijen
(40th, 45th) struck a brace.

Derck de Vilder (22nd),
Thijs van Dam (23rd),
Terrance Pieters (37th),

Justen Blok (42nd) and
Teun Beins (48th) were the
other goal-getters for the

Dutch. Janssen’s all four
goals came from penalty
corners. The Netherlands,

who have won the World
Cup thrice and finished
runners-up in the last two

editions, earned 18 penalty
corners from which they
converted six, while Chile

got just two PCs in the
match.

Earlier, Malaysia’s star
player Faizal Saari (8th,
56th minutes) struck a
brace, while Razie Rahim
converted a penalty cor-
ner in the 42nd minute as
world No.11 Malaysia
shocked No.9 New Zealand
3-2 in another Pool C
match.

Hayden Phillips (51st)
and Sam Lan (52nd) scored
two goals in as many min-
utes to raise New
Zealand’s hopes before
Saari drew the final blood
four minutes later.

Lan’s strike was also the
2500th goal of the World
Cup.

New Zealand are third
in Pool C with just one
win, while Chile finished
winless.

While Netherlands qual-
ified directly for the last-
eight round, Malaysia and
New Zealand will play
crossover matches to book
their place in the quarter-
finals.

The top teams from the
four pools qualify directly
for the last-eight, while the
second and third-placed
sides play in the
crossovers matches to fill
up the remaining four
slots. Chile will play in the
fifth to 16th place classifi-
cation matches.

Netherlands register record win over Chile to seal berth in quarters

Netherlands’ players celebrate after scoring a goal during the FIH Odisha Hockey
Men’s World Cup 2023 match between Netherlands and Chile, at Kalinga Stadium in
Bhubaneswar, Thursday.

Players of Malaysia and New Zealand (in white) vie for ball during their FIH Odisha
Hockey Men’s World Cup 2023 match, at Kalinga Stadium in Bhubaneswar, Thursday.

● Malaysia stun
NZ in hockey WC

Melbourne, Jan 19 (AP):

Jenson Brooksby elimi-
nated No. 2 seed Casper
Ruud 6-3, 7-5, 6-7 (4), 6-2 in
the second round of the
Australian Open on
Thursday in Rod Laver
Arena, meaning a pair of
20-something Californians
have knocked out the top
two players in the men’s
bracket.

The 22-year-old
Brooksby’s surprise came
in the same round and on
the same court that 27-
year-old Mackenzie
McDonald defeated No. 1
seed and defending cham-
pion Rafael Nadal on
Wednesday at the year’s
first Grand Slam tourna-
ment. Brooksby is ranked
39th and making his
Australian Open debut. He

was supposed to enter a
year ago but came down
with COVID-19 the day be-

fore he was supposed to fly
to Australia. “Hopefully
this is the first of many
many good years here to
come,” Brooksby said.

Ruud was the runner-up
at the French Open to
Nadal last June and at the
U.S. Open to Carlos
Alcaraz last September.
Brooksby’s unusual play-
ing style, including his

two-handed backhand vol-
leys, and ability to track
down opponent’s shots,
were trouble for Ruud,
who took a medical time-
out after the second set.

The biggest problem for
Brooksby was closing this
one out. He held a trio of
match points while trying
to serve for the victory at
5-3 in the third set but

could not cash any of
them in.

After he got broken
there by missing a back-
hand, Brooksby sat down
in his changeover seat and
yelled at himself: “How?!
How?! God!”

Ruud, a 24-year-old
Norwegian, raced through
the end of that set, but
Brooksby righted himself
in the fourth, jumping out
to a 3-0 lead. Brooksby fin-
ished things off 1 hour, 15
minutes after his first
chance.

His performance contin-
ued the run of strong play
by men from the United
States during Week 1, a
significant development
given that none has won a
Grand Slam title since
Andy Roddick at the 2003
U.S. Open.

Melbourne, Jan 19 (PTI):

Competing in her last
Grand Slam, India tennis
star Sania Mirza cruised
into the second round of
the Australian Open here
on Thursday. Sania and
her Kazakh partner Anna
Danilina prevailed over
Hungary’s Dalma Galfi
and American Bernarda
Pera 6-2 7-5 in one hour and
15 minutes in the women’s
doubles. Wrapping up the
first set in less than 25 min-
utes, the pair led 4-1 in the
second when they were
made to work a bit as Galfi
and Pera won four games
on the trot to make it five-
all. However, the Indo-
Kazakh duo managed to

break Pera’s serve and
then Danilina held on to
hers to seal the issue and
set up a second round
clash against Alison Van
Uytvanck and Anhelina
Kalinina. A six-time Major

champion (three in dou-
bles and three in mixed
doubles), the 36-year-old
Indian has announced that
the Australian Open is her
last and she would be retir-
ing after WTA 1000 Dubai
Tennis Championships
slated from February 19.

In men’s doubles,
Ramkumar Ramanathan
and the duo of Yuki
Bhambri and Saketh
Myneni made first round
exits after losing their re-
spective matches.

Ramkumar and his
Mexican partner Miguel
Angel Reyes-Varela squan-
dered their first set lead to
go down 6-3 5-7 3-6 to the
Tsitsipas brothers —
Stefanos and Petros.

Sania-Danilina sail into
Australian Open second round

American Jenson Brooksby beats No. 2 Ruud at Australian Open

Jenson Brooksby of the
U.S. celebrates after de-
feating Casper Ruud of
Norway in their second

round match at the
Australian Open tennis

championship in
Melbourne, Australia,

Thursday.

Nagpur, Jan 19 (PTI):

Left-arm spinner
Aditya Sarwate grabbed a
match haul of 11 wickets
as Vidarbha pipped
Gujarat by 18 runs, de-
fending 73 on the third day
morning in a Ranji
Trophy Group D match at
Jamtha here.

With this Vidarbha de-
fended the lowest score —
73 — successfully in first-
class cricket in India, bet-
tering Bihar’s 78 against
Delhi in Jamshedpur way
back in the 1948-49 season.

At a venue where
India’s opening Test
against Australia is slated
to be played in less than a
month’s time, the match
witnessed 15 wickets tum-

bling on day one, followed
by 16 on the next day. The
Ranji Trophy game was
played on a side pitch,
while the Test would be
played on one of the cen-
tre strips.

Chasing a paltry 73,
Gujarat resumed their
second essay on six for
one as they were shot out
for 54 inside 31 overs on
the third day morning
with Sarwate once again
running through their
line-up with stunning fig-
ures of 15.3-6-17-6 to com-
plement his first innings
5/64. Sarwate, who re-
turned with a career-best
match haul of 11/81, was
complemented well by an-
other left-arm spinner in
Harsh Dubey (9-1-11-3).

Doha, Jan 19 (PTI):

Indian mixed doubles
duo of G Sathiyan and
Manika Batra stormed
into the WTT Contender
semifinals with a 3-0 win
over World No. 9 Spanish
pair of Maria Xiao and
Alvaro Robles here on
Thursday.

Continuing their splen-
did run, the Indian duo
took less than 24 minutes

to wrap the proceedings
11-9 11-9 11-5 and set up a
last-four clash against Lim
Jonghoon and Shin Yubin,
the world No. 20 duo from
Korea.

The other half of the
semifinal will take place
between the Chinese pair
of Kuai Man-Lin Shidong
and Wong Chun Ting-Doo
Hoi Kem of Hong Kong.
Both the semis are slated
later in the day.

Fresh from their tough
3-2 win over Tin-Tin Ho
and Samuel Walker of
England, the Indian pair
got off to a slow start and
trailed 2-5 and 3-6.

They gradually upped
the ante and won six
points in a row to take the
lead with a 11-9 win in the
first game.

New Delhi, Jan 19 (PTI): 

Defending champion
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy
and Chirag Shetty on
Thursday pulled out of the
India Open Super 750 after
the former suffered a hip
injury. “Satwik pulled his
left hip adductor, so decid-
ed to concede the match,”
Chirag told PTI. Earlier,
the Badminton
Association of India (BAI)
had said in an update that
Satwik had suffered a
groin injury. The world No.
5 Indian pair was sched-
uled to take on China’s Liu
Yu Chen and Ou Xuan Yi,
who had claimed the BWF
World Tour Finals in
December last year, in the
round of 16. Satwik and

Chirag had claimed a semi-
final finish at the Malaysia
Open Super 1000 tourna-
ment in Kuala Lumpur last
week. The pair broke new
ground in 2022, winning
two World tour titles — the
India Open Super 500 and
French Open Super 750 —,
securing the
Commonwealth Games
gold, anchoring India’s
epic Thomas Cup triumph,
and bagging a maiden
bronze at the World
Championships.

Hyderabad, Jan 19 (PTI):

Shubman Gill feels his
intent to look for bound-
aries despite wickets
falling at the other end
contributed immensely to
his sensational double
hundred in the first ODI
against New Zealand.

While the wickets were
falling regularly at the
other end, opener Gill bat-
ted till the 50th over to
script a knock for the
ages.

Thanks to Michael
Bracewell’s breathtaking
140 off 78 balls, New
Zealand came dangerous-
ly close to chasing down
350 but the barrage of
sixes that Gill hit in the

death overs made the dif-
ference.

The gifted Gill was not
getting support from the
other end but he kept
looking for the odd bound-
ary in the middle overs
before going ballistic in

the death overs. He ham-
mered six sixes in the last
10 balls he faced.

“This knock means a lot
to me. I could not convert
in the first ODI and third
game (against Sri Lanka),
I was looking to get a big

score but it didn’t happen.
Once I was set, the focus
was to score as may runs
as possible.

“With the extra fielder
inside the circle (in overs
11-40), we see the other
teams pushing in the mid-
dle overs. Even when
wickets were falling, I
wanted to show intent to
the bowlers because it’s
very easy to bowl dot balls
if the batter is not show-
ing intent.

“So, that was my intent
when the wickets were
falling that ‘I will hit you
if you are going to bowl
bad balls’,” the 23-year-old
spoke about his mindset
during his sensational in-
nings.

Hyderabad, Jan 19 (PTI):

Cricket runs in the fam-
ily for late bloomer
Michael and he is making
the Bracewells proud.

After his jaw-dropping
140 off 78 balls in the first
ODI against India on
Wednesday, the 31-year-old
New Zealander has made a
strong case to be rated as
the most feared number
seven batter in the world.

Chasing 350, his team
was down and out at 131
for six but Michael stayed
in the moment and slayed
the Indian attack to all
parts of the ground to sin-
gle-handedly take his team
on the brink of an improb-
able win before falling just

12 runs short.
Such was his zone that

he picked a spot and the
ball followed, whether it
was an audacious scoop
off Mohammed Shami or
an outrageous driver over
cover off Kuldeep Yadav.
Overall, as many as 10
sixes came from his blade.

Having made his inter-

national debut in March
last year, 10 years after his
maiden first-class appear-
ance, Michael is surely
making the opportunity
count. It wasn’t the first
time he found himself in a
hopeless situation. In only
his fourth ODI, he had
smashed an unbeaten 127
against Ireland to chase

down 301 after New
Zealand lost six wickets
for 153 runs.

He could not get his
team over the line on
Wednesday but won a lot
of fans for his fearless dis-
play. His family, which in-
cludes three Test crick-
eters in John Bracewell
(uncle), Brendon
Bracewell (uncle) and
Doug Bracewell (cousin),
must be proud too.

His father Mark, his
coach since childhood,
played first-class cricket in
New Zealand. Speaking
after his epic innings,
Bracewell said years spent
in domestic cricket is help-
ing him massively at the
highest level.

Satwik-Chirag pull out 
of India Open due to injury

Nagpur Blues: Vidarbha defends lowest score in
first-class cricket in India, shoot out Gujarat for 54

Vidarbha bowler Harsh Dubey celebrates with team-
mates after taking a wicket during the Ranji Trophy
cricket match against Gujarat at VCA Stadium, in
Nagpur, Maharashtra, Thursday.

WTT Contender: Manika,
Sathiyan storm into semis

Even when wickets were falling, my intent
was to punish the bad balls: Shubman

A late entrant to international cricket, another 
product from Bracewell family making up for lost time

No. 5 Sabalenka moves into 3rd round 
at the Australian Open

Melbourne, Jan 19 (AP) Aryna Sabalenka improved her win-
ning streak to six as she beat American Shelby Rogers 6-3, 6-1
on Thursday to reach the third round of the Australian Open.
The No. 5-seeded Sabalenka, who began the year by winning
the title in Adelaide, trailed the American 3-1 early in the
match but won five straight games to take the opening set and
then eased through the second. “I expected a great level from
her today, that’s why I stayed focused from the beginning to
the end,” Sabalenka said.
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Two leopard skins seized
in separate places

Malkangiri/Baripada
(Odisha), Jan 19 (PTI):
Forest Department offi-
cials have seized two leop-
ard skins in separate inci-
dents in Odisha's two trib-
al dominated districts of
Malkangiri and
Mayurbhanj and arrested
six persons on the charge
of smuggling of wildlife
body parts, police said on
Thursday. The market

value of two leopard skin
could be above Rs 2.5 lakh
in international market,
forest officials said. In
Mayurbhanj district, the
forest officials raided
Badaolia village on the
foothills of Similipal
National Park and seized
a leopard skin and cash of
Rs 1.27 lakh, said SP
Mayurbhanj Rishikesh
Dyandeo Khilari.

Proportion of govt schools with less
than 60 students increased every 
year in last decade: ASER 2022

New Delhi, Jan 19 (PTI): 

The proportion of gov-
ernment schools with less
than 60 enrolled students
has increased every year
over the last decade, ac-
cording to the Annual
Status of Education
Report (ASER). The cru-
cial report pointed out that
states with highest propor-
tion of small schools in
2022 were Himachal
Pradesh and Uttarakhand.

"The proportion of gov-
ernment schools with
less than 60 students en-
rolled has increased
every year over the last
decade. Nationally, this
figure was 17.3 pc in 2010,
24 pc in 2014, 29.4 pc in
2018, and stands at 29.9 pc
in 2022. The states with
the highest proportion of
small schools in 2022 in-
clude Himachal Pradesh
(81.4 pc) and Uttarakhand
(74 pc).

"However, some states
show a decrease in the
fraction of small schools,
such as Uttar Pradesh
(from 10.4 pc in 2018 to 7.9
pc in 2022) and Kerala
(from 24.1 pc in 2018 to
16.2 pc in 2022)," the re-
port said.

ASER is a nationwide,
citizen-led household sur-
vey that provides a snap-
shot of children's school-
ing and learning in rural
India. The first ASER sur-
vey was conducted in 2005
and repeated annually for
10 years.

ASER 2022 is the first
field-based "basic" survey
after a gap of four years.
It also comes at a time
when children are back in
school after an extended
period of school closure
in view of the COVID-19
pandemic.

The latest study has
surveyed a total of 19,060
villages in rural India

which include 3,74,544
households and 6,99,597
children in the age group
3 to 16 years.

The report noted that
proportion of multi-grade
class 2 and 4 classrooms
also shows a steady in-
crease over the past
decade. "For example, the
proportion of grade 2
classrooms observed to be
sitting with children from
other grades was 54.8 pc
in 2010, 61.6 pc in 2014, 62.4
pc in 2018, and stands at
65.5 pc in 2022.

"Increases over 2018 lev-
els are visible in Gujarat
(from 50.9 pc in 2018 to
69.3 pc in 2022) and
Chhattisgarh (from 71.3
pc in 2018 to 79.5 pc in
2022), among other
states," it said. The survey
found that nationally,
small improvements are
visible in all Right to
Education-related indica-
tors over 2018 levels.

BJP govt’s policies ‘create
fear’ among people: Rahul 

Pathankot (Punjab), Jan 19 (PTI): 

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Thursday
launched a scathing attack
on the BJP-led Centre, al-
leging that its policies "cre-
ate fear" among the people.
He also accused the BJP
and the RSS of creating an
atmosphere of hatred, vio-
lence and fear in the 
country.

The former Congress

chief took on the
Narendra Modi govern-
ment over demonetisation,
"faulty" Goods and
Services Tax (GST) and the
Agnipath defence recruit-
ment scheme.

Addressing a rally here
on the last day of Bharat
Jodo Yatra's Punjab-leg,
Gandhi alleged that the
BJP was making one reli-
gion fight against another,
creating a wedge, pitting

one caste against another
and one language against
another. "They (BJP) cre-
ate fear. All of their poli-
cies cause fear to one or
the other," he alleged.

Pointing towards the
policies of the previous
UPA government, Gandhi
said it brought MGNRE-
GA, waived farm loans,
urban renewal mission,
green revolution and white
revolution. "Whatever we
do is to wipe out fear. And
whatever they do they
(BJP) do is to spread fear.

"Look at their policies --
farmers get up at 4 am in
the morning and they toil
hard daily and feed the na-
tion. Farmers do not want
anything in return, they
only want respect," he
said. He targeted the
Centre over the now-re-
pealed three agri laws and
said these created fear in
the minds of farmers. "But
what did BJP do for them --
they brought 'black' farm
laws. These laws created
fear among farmers," 
he said.

PM gives BJP launchpad in poll-bound
K'taka, showcases progress, welfare schemes

Yadgiri/Kalaburagi, Jan 19 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Thursday sought to woo
voters in north Karnataka
by showcasing develop-
ment and social welfare
programmes thereby giv-
ing the ruling BJP a
launchpad in the run-up to
the Assembly elections due
in about three months.

This is Modi's second
visit to Karnataka in less
than 10 days after his trip to
Hubballi on January 12
where he inaugurated a na-
tional youth festival and
staged a massive road-
show. The visit gains signif-
icance, as the ruling BJP
prepares for Assembly
polls and has set a target of
winning a minimum of 150
out of total 224 seats.

Though today's events
were government pro-
grammes, Modi's push for
BJP's developmental agen-
da in his speeches, while

targeting the opposition
parties, without naming
any, and accusing them of
votebank politics, had polit-
ical connotations attached
to this visit.

Modi's visit and BJP gov-
ernment's string of devel-
opmental projects and
schemes in the two dis-
tricts of the Kalyana
Karnataka region, earlier

Hyderabad Karnataka re-
gion which is considered to
be the backyard of
Congress's national presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge
(with Kalaburagi his home
town and former con-
stituency), are seen with
political significance.

The BJP aims to improve
its tally in the region,
where the Congress is a

force to reckon with. In the
2013 polls, Congress bagged
22 seats and BJP shared
second place with JD(S)
with just 5 seats. While B S
Yediyurappa's KJP
(Karnataka Janata
Paksha), which he later
merged with BJP, got 3 and
others won in 5. In the 2008
Assembly polls too, when
"resourceful" mining
barons- Reddy brothers- of
Ballari held sway, Congress
managed to bag 19 seats,
leaving 15 for the BJP and 5
for the JD(S), and others 1.

At Kodekal village in
Yadgiri district, the Prime
Minister laid the founda-
tion stone and inaugurated
various developmental
projects for irrigation,
drinking water, and nation-
al highway Later in the af-
ternoon, he launched the
'Hakku Patra' (land title
deed) distribution drive to
over 52,000 nomadic
Lambani (Banjara) tribes
at Malkhed in Kalaburagi

district. Without naming
the Congress, he blamed
the party's "votebank" poli-
tics for the backwardness
of certain regions of the
State.

"Earlier governments
had declared several dis-
tricts, including Yadgiri as
backward, and had shirked
their responsibilities. The
reason for this region lag-
ging behind in develop-
ment is the previous gov-
ernments here did not
spare time on thinking
about how to get rid of
backwardness from here,
leave aside putting in ef-
forts towards it (develop-
ment)," he said. Yadagiri is
part of the 'Kalyana
Karnataka' or the
Hyderabad Karnataka re-
gion as it was earlier
known. These districts that
were under the erstwhile
rule of Nizams of
Hyderabad are among the
backward regions of
the State.

Can’t bar child from taking exam 
mid-session due to fee non-payment: HC

New Delhi, Jan 19 (PTI): 

Education is an impor-
tant right "encompassed
under right to life" and a
child cannot be made to
suffer by barring him
from attending school or
taking examinations in
the middle of an academic
session on the ground of
non-payment of fees, the
Delhi High Court has said.

The court's observation
came on a petition by a
class 10 student of a pri-
vate unaided school here
whose name was struck
off the roll due to non-pay-
ment of fees and who
sought directions to be
permittted to sit in the up-
coming CBSE board exam-
inations.

While taking a "compas-
sionate and sympathetic
view" of the plea, Justice
Mini Pushkarna said not
allowing a student to take

examinations, especially
board examinations, will
be an infringement of his
rights akin to the right to
life. She therefore directed
that the student be allowed
to take the board examina-
tions. The petitioner
claimed he was unable to
pay his school fees regu-
larly on account of the fi-
nancial losses faced by his
father following the Covid-
induced lockdowns.

The court observed that
if the petitioner is unable
to pay the fees, he "certain-
ly does not have a right to
continue education in the
school in question" but he
"cannot be tormented in
this manner in the middle
of the academic session".

To balance the interest of
both the parties, the court
said the petitioner should
pay some amount towards
the fees payable to the
school. It directed the stu-

dent to pay Rs 30,000 to the
school within four weeks.

"Education has been
held to be essentially a
charitable object, a kind of
service to the communi-
ty...A child cannot be made
to suffer and not be al-
lowed to attend classes or
barred from taking exami-
nations in the middle of
an academic session on
the ground of non-pay-
ment of fees," said the
court in an order passed
this week.

"Education is the foun-
dation, which shapes the
future of a child and
which in turn shapes the
future of the society in
general. Therefore, not al-
lowing a student to take
examinations, especially
the Board Examinations,
would be infringement of
the rights of a child akin
to Right to Life as guaran-
teed under Article 21 of

the Constitution of India,"
the court said. It said the
Supreme Court has ex-
panded the rights under
Article 21 of the
Constitution and educa-
tion is "certainly one of
the important rights
which would be encom-
passed under right to life".

The school told the
court that a large sum to-
wards fees totalling over
Rs 3 lakh was due and
payable not only by the pe-
titioner but also his sister
who passed out in the last
academic session. Being a
private unaided school, it
was not possible for the
school to impart education
if students do not pay
their fees regularly, it said.
The court said in Indian
society, board examina-
tions were critical and the
petitioner's academic year
cannot be allowed to be
wasted.
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An army jawan briefs visitors about drones during a mega equipment display as part of ‘Know your Army’ 
campaign conducted by Chinar Corps at Budgam Stadium, Srinagar, Thursday.

KNOW YOUR ARMY

Prime Minister Narendra Modi speaks during the inauguration
and foundation stone laying ceremony of various development
projects, at Kodekal in Yadgiri district, Thursday.

Congress President Mallikarjun Kharge with party leader
Rahul Gandhi during a public meeting amid the party's
Bharat Jodo Yatra, in Pathankot, Thursday.


