
IED blast 
BBiijjaappuurr::An assistant sub-
inspector (ASI) of the
Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) was on
Saturday injured when an
improvised explosive
device (IED) planted by
suspected Naxalites
exploded in
Chhattisgarh's Bijapur
district, police said. The
incident took place
around 8:45 am near
Pegdapalli village under
Tarrem police station lim-
its when a road opening
party of the CRPF's 153rd
battalion was out on
patrolling, a senior police
official said.  

Hand grenades 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Days after
two people were arrest-
ed over their suspected
links with terror organi-
sations, the Delhi
Police's Special Cell has
recovered two hand
grenades from their rent-
ed accommodation in
Bhalswa Dairy area, offi-
cials said on Saturday.
Traces of human blood
were also found at their
residence, police said.

Narcotics seized
SSrriinnaaggaarr:: A man was
arrested and narcotics,
cash and a pistol maga-
zine were recovered
from his possession in
Jammu and Kashmir's
Kupwara district, police
said. Acting on specific
information about nar-
cotic substance, arms
and ammunition in the
possession of two broth-
ers -- Sajid Khan and
Majid Khan, residents of
the Cheterkote area of
the north Kashmir dis-
trict, security forces
launched a search opera-
tion there, a police
spokesman said. 
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Chandigarh, Jan 14 (PTI):

Congress' Jalandhar
MP Santokh Singh
Chaudhary died on
Saturday after suffering a
cardiac arrest during the
Bharat Jodo Yatra, follow-
ing which the march was
halted for twenty-hours.

He was 76.
Congress leader Rahul

Gandhi, who visited the
grieving family, expressed
shock over his death and
described him as a hard-
working leader and strong
pillar of the party.

Chaudhary, a two-time

MP, was taking part in the
Rahul Gandhi-led march
in Phillaur in Jalandhar
where he fainted, accord-
ing to senior party leaders
Partap Singh Bajwa, who
was also marching with
other yatris.

"We have lost a gem, his
void will be difficult to fill.

My heartfelt condolences
to his son MLA Vikram
Chaudhary, friends and
family," he said.

Chaudhary was rushed
to a private hospital in
Phagwara in an ambu-
lance where he was de-
clared brought dead.
Later, his body was shifted
to his residence in
Jalandhar.

Chaudhary had joined
the yatra at Phillaur
Saturday morning and
was walking along Rahul
Gandhi. After some time,
he felt uneasiness and
fainted.

"Congress MP from
Tamil Nadu Jothimani
told me that during the
yatra, Chaudhary asked

her how are you and then
he suddenly collapsed,"
Punjab Congress chief
Amrinder Singh Raja
Warring told reporters.

Earlier, Chaudhary was
raising slogans 'Jodo
Jodo, Bharat Jodo' to wel-
come Gandhi, said
Warring.

He said Chaudhary was
very excited about the
yatra as it was passing
through his area. "The
Chaudhary family has
been associated with the
Congress for a very long
time."

Warring further said
the family has decided to
conduct the cremation at
his native place at 11 am
on Sunday.

Cong MP Santokh Chaudhary dies after
cardiac arrest during Bharat Jodo Yatra

March halted 
for 24 hours

New Delhi, Jan 14 (PTI): 

The Lok Sabha
Secretariat has issued notifi-
cation disqualifying
Lakshadweep MP
Mohammed Faizal, who was
recently convicted in an at-
tempt to murder case by a
court in the union territory.

As per the notification is-
sued on Friday, Faizal
stands disqualified from the
membership of Lok Sabha
from January 11, the date of
his conviction by a sessions
court in Kavaratti.

The decision was taken
under the provisions of
Article 102 (l) (e) of the
Constitution of India read
with Section 8 of the
Representation of the
People Act, 1951.

"Consequent upon his
conviction by the Court of
Sessions, Kavaratti,
Lakshadweep in Sessions
case no. 01/2017, Shri
Mohammed Faizal P.P.,
Member of Lok Sabha rep-
resenting the Lakshadweep
P a r l i a m e n t a r y
Constituency of the Union
Territory of Lakshadweep
stands disqualified from the
membership of Lok Sabha
from the date of his convic-

tion i.e. 11 January, 2023 in
terms of the provisions of
Article 102(l)(e) of the
Constitution of India read
with Section 8 of the
Representation of the
People Act, 1951," it said.

The court in
Lakshadweep had on
Wednesday sentenced four
people, including Faizal, to
10 years in jail after they
were found guilty in an at-
tempt to murder case.

Kavaratti Sessions court
also imposed a fine of Rs
one lakh each on the con-
victs for attempting to kill
Mohammed Salih, son-in-
law of late Congress leader
and former Union Minister
P M Sayeed, during the 2009
Lok Sabha polls. All the con-
victs are relatives.

Lakshadweep MP disqualified from 
Lok Sabha over attempt to murder case

MAKAR SANKRANTI

Sikh devotee take dip in the holy sarovar (water tank) on the occasion of 'Makar
Sankranti' at the Golden Temple in Amritsar.

Ex-Union minister
Sharad Yadav cremated 
Bhopal, Jan 14 (PTI) 
Veteran social-
ist leader and
former Janata
Dal (United)
president
Sharad Yadav was cremated
with full state honours on
Saturday at his ancestral vil-
lage in Madhya Pradesh's
Narmadapuram district.
The mortal remains of the for-
mer Union minister were con-
signed to flames by his son
Shantanu Bundela and daugh-
ter Subhasini in his ancestral
village Ankhmau at around 5
pm. Yadav died on Thursday at
a private hospital in Gurugram
at the age of 75. 

‘CAA implementation to
reduce role of minorities’

Kolkata Jan 14 (PTI): 

Nobel Laureate econo-
mist Amartya Sen believes
implementation of the
Citizenship Amendment
Act (CAA) could reduce the
role of minorities in the
country, while encouraging
majoritarian forces.

In an interview with
PTI, he said India's father
of the nation Mahatma
Gandhi had worked for a
"just polity, and a good
sense of national identity",
for all sections of society.

"As far as I can see, one
of BJP's purposes (by im-
plementing CAA) is to re-
duce the role of minorities

and make them less impor-
tant and, in a direct and in-
direct way, increase the
role of the Hindu majori-
tarian forces in India and
to that extent undermine
the minorities," the econo-
mist said. The CAA
through which the Centre
wants to grant Indian na-
tionality to non-Muslim
migrants from
Bangladesh, Pakistan and
Afghanistan, was passed
by Parliament on
December 11, 2019 and the
Presidential nod was re-
ceived the next day.

Subsequently, it was no-
tified by the home ministry.
However, the law is yet to
be implemented as rules
under the CAA are yet to
be framed. "It's very unfor-
tunate for a country like
India which is meant to be
a secular, egalitarian na-
tion and it has also been
used for particularly unfor-
tunate discriminatory ac-
tion like declaring minori-
ties, whether from
Bangladesh or West
Bengal, as foreign rather
than indigenous.

Security increased 
at Gadkari’s house,

office following
threat calls

Nagpur, Jan 14 (PTI): 

Security was beefed up
at Union minister Nitin
Gadkari's residence and of-
fice here after an unidenti-
fied person made threat
calls, police said.

Three threat calls were
received at Gadkari's pub-
lic relations office in
Khamla area between 11.25
am to 12.30 pm, an official
said. "We are working to
identify the caller," the sen-
ior police official added.

Police officials investigate
after the public contact office

of Union Minister Nitin
Gadkari received threatening

calls, in Nagpur, Saturday.
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Bhilai, Jan 14: In another
day of records in SAIL's
Bhilai Steel Plant, Coke
Ovens, Rail & Structural
Mill and Merchant Mill
touched new highs on
January 13, 2023. Coke
Ovens set a new record in
daily oven pushing with
806 pushings as against
previous best of 803 ovens
pushed on March 31, 2021.

The Plant's Rail &
Structural Mill set a new
day record of welding
joints and welded rail pan-
els made with 142 welding
joints and 46 welded rail
panels made. Previous
best records were 137 weld
joints on January 05, 2023
and 41 welded rail panels
made on January 12, 2023,
respectively.

The Plant's Merchant
Mill set a new day record
of rolling in profile TMT
25 with 2128 Tonnes pro-

duced as against previous
best of 2082 Tonnes on
January 12, 2022.

Director In charge
Bhilai Steel Plant,
Anirban Dasgupta along

with senior officers of the
Plant visited the depart-
ments January 14, 2023 to
congratulate members of
the shop collective and as-
sociated departments.

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJaann  1144::  A day long
National Webinar on the topic
"Role of Hindi in India and
World Stage" was conducted
by the Hindi Department of St
Thomas College the other day.
The webinar conducted online
was organised under the joint
auspices of Hindi department
of Shrimati Radha Devi
GoenkaMahilaMahavidyalaya,
Akola, St Thomas College
Bhilai and Bhartiya Seva
Sadan. 

The programme started
with Ish Vandana. Thereafter,
Principal Dr MG Roymon, St
Thomas College welcomed all
the guests and participants.
The chief guest of the pro-
grammewas Professor Dr
Rajan Yadav, Head,
Department of Hindi, Indira
Kala Sangeet Vishwavidyalaya,

Khairagarh.  Chief Patron of
the programme was Manager
Bishop Alexios Mar Eusebius
Metropolitan of Kolkata
Diocese. 

St Thomas College
Administrator Fr Dr Joshi
Varghese, Dilip Raj president
Bhartiya Seva Sadan Akola
also participated in the pro-

gram and extended best wish-
es for the successful conduct
of the programme.

The programme was
presided over by Principal Dr
C h a r u s h i l a R u m a l e ,
ShrimatiRadha Devi
GoenkaMahilaMahavidyalaya,
Akola. She said that the topic
of the webinar is very relevant

at present. The main objective
of the webinar is to know the
importance and contribution of
Hindi language in India and on
the world stage. 

The chief guest in his ad-
dress stated that Hindi is the
universal and best language of
the country, which is spoken
and understood by most. The

national language Hindi
weaves all the citizens of the
country in the same thread.
The whole world has also
adopted Hindi language. 

The programme was con-
ducted by Coordinator Dr
Nibha Upadhyay, Head of Hindi
Department, Radha Devi
GoenkaMahilaMahavidyalaya,
Akola and Coordinator Capt Dr
Surekha Jawade, IQAC Co-or-
dinator, Assistant Professor
(Education), Head of Hindi
Department and NCC Officer.
The vote of thanks was pro-
posed by Dr Rupa Srivastava,
Assistant Professor, co con-
venor of the programme. 

IQAC coordinator Dr Debjani
Mukherjee, Head of the de-
partment, staff and all the par-
ticipants were present.
Santosh Yadav and technical
members also participated in
the programme.
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Bhilai, Jan 14: The anti
encroachment team of
Bhilai Municipal
Corporation accompanied
by teams from other cor-
porations launched mas-
sive campaign to remove
illegal hoardings, posters
and encroachments in the
jurisdiction of BMC area.

All the small and big
hoardings and encroach-
ments from 31 public
places were removed. In
order tomake the area neat
and orderly, all the tyres
kept outside the shops
were seized and fine im-
posed for road blockage.

Here it is worth noting
that BMC Commissioner
Rohit Vyas has given in-

structions to remove ille-
gal posters and hoardings
on the roadside for move-
ment of vehicles.
Instructions were given to
remove banners, posters
put up in the public places

without permission.
In compliance of which

action has been taken and
using earth movers and
dumpers the demolition is
being done. Zone 04
Assistant Revenue Officer

Balakrishna Naidu said
that illegal hoardings in
the corporation area and
additional sheds raised by
shopkeepers at many
places are being removed.

Action was taken on GE
Road, from
DabraparaSquare to
Khursipar Gate. Mahesh
Pandey from Zone 04, Zone
02 ARO Jagdish Tiwari,
Anil Mishra, Anjani
Singh, Hariom Gupta from
B h i l a i M u n i c i p a l
Corporation in participat-
ed in the proceedings
along with teams of demo-
lition squads of Risali,
Durg, Bhilai-3 and
KumhariCouncil. During
this proceeding a fine of
Rs 15,700 was also recov-
ered from various places.
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Bhilai, Jan 14: A Fast
Track Special Court in
Durg sentenced a man
to 20 years of rigorous
imprisonment for ab-
ducting and sexually as-
saulting a minor girl on
the pretext of marriage.

Upper Sessions Judge
(Fourth), FTSC -
POCSO, Sangeeta
Naveen Tiwari convict-
ed 30-year-old
Ravishankar Sagar of
Balodabazar on Friday.

The girl's family had
lodged a complaint at
Bhilai Bhatti Police

Station on January 16,
2021 after she went miss-
ing on December 9, 2020.
Later the police rescued
the girl from the posses-
sion of the accused.

Special Public
Prosecutor Santosh
Kasar informed that the
accused was known to
the victim. The girl used
to visit Sector 2 daily for
tailoring training. On
December 09, 2020, the
accused lured the girl to
come to Raipur to meet
him.

When the girl reached
Raipur, the accused re-
ceived her at Pandri Bus

Stand. Thereafter he
took the girl to a temple
and married her. Then
he took the girl to a rent-
ed house and started liv-
ing with her.

When the girl did not
return home, the family
lodged an FIR at Bhilai
Bhatti Police Station
after which the girl was
rescued from the rented
house of the accused in
Raipur.

After trial, the Special
Court found the accused
guilty and awarded dif-
ferent jail terms for sec-
tion 363 of IPC and
Section 6 of POCSO Act

under which the ac-
cused was tried.

He was sentenced to
three years of rigorous
imprisonment and Rs
100 fine under section
363 of IPC and 20 years
of rigorous imprison-
ment and Rs 50000 fine
under section 6 of
POCSO Act.

The jail terms would
run concurrently and
penalties for different
sections aggregating to
20 years of rigorous im-
prisonment and Rs 50100
fine, informed Special
Public Prosecutor
Santosh Kasar.
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Bhilai, Jan 14: The
fourth grand flower show
program under the aus-
pices of Durg Municipal
Corporation at Rajendra
Park will be inaugurated
on January 15 at 11:00 hrs
by Chief Guest Dr Shiv
Kumar Dahariya,
Cabinet Minister Urban
Administration &
Development  and
Labour Department,
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment  while Arun Vora,
Chairman Chhattisgarh
Ware Housing
Corporation and MLA
Durg  (urban) will pre-
side over. Present as spe-
cial guests will be Durg
Mayor Dheeraj
Bakliwal, Vice President
Backward Classes

Commission RN Verma,
DMC Speaker Rajesh
Yadav, Former MLA
Pradeep Choubey,
Former MLA Pratima
Chandrakar, President
District Congress
Committee (Urban) Gaya
Patel, State President of
AIPC Kshitij
Chandrakar, Chairman
DCC  Bank Rajendra
Sahu, Chairman
Chhattisgarh State
Madrasa Board, Altaf
Ahmed, environment in-
charge Satyawati Verma
and Ward Councilor
Babita Yadav.

It is informed that in
keeping with the inten-
tions of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, this
year the flower show will
display models related to
the welfare schemes in-

forming the general pub-
lic about benefits of
schemes such as Chief
Minister Urban Slum
Health Scheme, Pauni
Pasari Yojana Godhan
Nyay Yojana, Shri
Dhanwantari Medical
Scheme, Gauthan.
Flower show will have
competitions in exhibits
of different varieties of
flower, fruit exhibition
as well.

Recreational and cul-
tural programmes have
also been organized keep-
ing in mind the maxi-
mum turnout is families.
DMC Commissioner
Lokesh Chandrakar has
appealed to the general
public of the city to take
advantage of this grand
flower show by attending
in maximum numbers.
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Bhilai, Jan 14:
Chhattisgarh state has a
tradition of consuming
onion with the Bore - Baasi
(cooked rice soaked in
water). But still the acreage
of onion is very less as
compared to the demands.
Different types of vegeta-
bles are being cultivated in
community Baadis as per
the instructions of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel.

In this sequence, onions
have been planted in 0.4
hectares of land in Chicha
village by the members of
Kranti Mahila Self Help
Group. Their initiative has
received aid from DMF.
Group President Geeta
Patel stated that they were
informed that cultivation of

a single type of crop will
get more profit because the
produce will be bought in
bulk.

Horticulture department
officials came and tested
the land and said that it has
good potential for onions.
Accordingly, the SHG plant-
ed onion seeds. Geeta said
that the officials of the
Horticulture Department

gave technical training to
them.

District Panchayat CEO
Ashwini Dewangan said
that Collector Pushpendra
Kumar Meena had conduct-
ed a meeting in the past
and had instructed to get
the soil tested of Baadis
and suggest appropriate
crops to the women SHGs.

This initiative was taken

to ensure better crops at the
baadis. Bulk production of
crops makes the selling
process easier. Further, the
organic products can also
be sold through organic
mart and can get better
prices.

Deputy Director
(Horticulture) Pooja Sahu
Kashyap said that the
onion cultivation area in

Durg district is 1700
hectares at present. If
onion cultivation is encour-
aged through community
Baadis, further increase in
cultivation area is expect-
ed.

There is a great profit po-
tential in onion cultivation.
Onion cultivation in one
acre of land costs about Rs
33000 and it generates ap-
proximate income of Rs 2.5
lakh.

If we look at the situa-
tion across the country,
most of the onions are sup-
plied from Maharashtra.
After Maharashtra, there is
a large area under onion
cultivation in Madhya
Pradesh as well.

In Chhattisgarh too, it is
being cultivated in 23000
hectare area. With the im-
plementation of crop diver-
sity, uniformity of crop pro-
duction can be created in
the entire country.

More than 17000 houses constructed in four years
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 14: In the rural
areas of the district, 17000
houses have been con-
structed out of over 23000
sanctioned in the last four
years under PM Awas
Yojana - Rural. Most of the
remaining houses are
being constructed at a fast
pace.

On the instructions of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, the construction
progress is being constant-
ly monitored by the district
administration. Giving in-
formation in this regard,
District Panchayat CEO
Ashwini Dewangan said
that the implementation of
PM Awas is one of the top-
most priorities of the ad-
ministration.

The administration has
continuously monitored
that the beneficiaries get
the installments on time
and their houses are com-
pleted at the earliest. It has

been successful and most of
the houses have been com-
pleted. From the month of
October last year till now,
an installment amount of
Rs 11 crore has been sent to
the accounts of the benefi-
ciaries.

Village Mohalai of Durg
is one of the excellent ex-
amples of a whole town-
ship being built in a village.
Here the villagers have
built their houses on the
leased land. In most cases

the old kutcha houses were
in dilapidated condition.

The family was growing
but there was limited space
in the house. People got re-
lief when the PM Awas was
built. Now every family is
happy here. 218 houses
have been sanctioned here
out of which the work of
163 houses has been com-
pleted.

A local Kirtan Yadav
lives in a rented house of
three rooms. His family has

12 members and they have
to pay a rent of Rs 8000 per
month. Now, he is building
his own house and has re-
ceived two installments so
far and is also investing his
savings to construct the
house. It is often seen in the
villages that the people
build their houses of their
own.

Kirtan is also doing the
same. His daughter
Tomeshwari and son-in-
law Ravi have also come

from the neighbouring vil-
lage to help him in con-
structing the house.
Kirtan's son is also assist-
ing them. The entire family
is working diligently to ful-
fill the dream of a home.
Kirtan stated that he will
build a slightly bigger
house so that everyone can
get enough space to live.

The officials have extend-
ed full help in getting the
installment and availing
the benefits of the scheme,

due to which they are mov-
ing towards fulfilling their
dream of a house. District
Coordinator of PMAY,
VedDewangan said that
they continuously monitor
that the beneficiaries get
the installments on time.

PMAY is financially em-
powering the elderly people
also. Ghasia Nishad has
also got her house built.
She will live with her son
and daughter-in-law.
Ghasiya is hearing im-
paired. Often the elderly
people have to face prob-
lems when they are not fi-
nancially strong and even if
there is no problem, they
feel that they are not con-
tributing to the house.

This house belongs to
Ghasia, so she has self-
pride too. Employment
Assistant Janaki said that
her family was informed
about this scheme. Now
that the house is also
ready and this family is
very happy.
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Onion seeds sown 
at baadi in Chicha

Works underway on remaining houses under PMAY-G

Durg Mayor, Commissioner
inspect parking lot near 

TB Hospital
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 13: Mayor
Dheeraj Bakliwal and
Commissioner Lokesh
Chandrakar have
asked the officers to or-
ganise traffic parking
on the instructions of
Mayor Dheeraj
Bakliwal and Collector
Pushpendra Kumar
Meena to improve the
traffic system in the
markets around Indira
Market, the city's
largest market under
the municipal limits.

Along with this, per-
manent parking is
being made at Indira
Market TB Hospital,
which was inspected
after visiting. He told
that the traffic system
gets disrupted in the
market area.

Due to the parking of

vehicles on the road
outside the shop, the
commuters have to
face difficulties. He has
appealed to the shop-
keepers not to park
their vehicles outside
the shop, they have
arranged free perma-
nent parking near TB
Hospital.

Park your vehicle
there.Keeping in mind
the chaos caused by the
crowd in Indira
Market, parking is
being made by the cor-
poration administra-
tion near TB Hospital,
people will get special
benefit from it.

During the inspec-
tion, Executive
Engineer SD Sharma,
Health Officer Javed
Ali, Public Relations
Officer Thansingh
Yadav were present.

SHGs encouraged for crop diversity in BaadisDr Shivkumar Dahariya to inaugurate
grand Flower Show at Rajendra Park 

Man sentenced to 20 years 
imprisonment for abducting 

and raping minor girl

BMC launches campaign to 
remove illegal hoardings &posters

Hindi Dept of St Thomas College 
conducts National Webinar 

Day of New Records in Bhilai Steel Plant
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Raipur, Jan 14: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Saturday announced to
connect Tatapani
Ramchaura hill with Ram
Vanagaman path consider-
ing the historical impor-
tance of Tatapani and the
demand of the local peo-
ple. He made this an-
nouncement while ad-
dressing general public
during Tatapani
Mahotsav. He congratulat-
ed all the people of the
state for organizing

Makar-Sankranti and
Tatapani Mahotsav.
Baghel gifted 1707 develop-
ment works worth Rs 1003
crore to the people of
Balrampur Ramanujganj
district. Tatapani
Mahotsav is the pride of
Balrampur-Ramanujganj
district as well as of entire
Chhattisgarh, he said.

The work of paddy pro-
curement is going on very
vigorously in the entire
state, he said, adding that
more than 97 lakh tonnes

of paddy has so far been
procured in the state and
in lieu of this, 20 thousand
crore rupees have been
paid so far this year. The
year 2023 has been de-
clared as Millet Mission
Year so that millets can be
promoted, he said. Special
backward tribes living in
Surguja division honored
the Chief Minister for cre-
ating schemes for them.

Other major announce-
ments made by the Chief
Minister on the occasion

were construction of
Kusmi Lawa Reservoir
project at the cost of Rs 25
crore, Bhumka Diversion
Project of Rs 30 crore, es-
tablishment of Civil Court
in Kusmi, opening of coop-
erative bank in Chando,
development of Gourlata
as tourism centre, con-
struction of Gourav Path
in Kusmi Nagar
Panchayat, developing
Tatapani Mahotsav as
trust, construction of
Gourav Path in Balrampur
and construction of road
from Paraspal-Chalgali-
B h a g w a n p u r- M o r a n -
Janak crossing-Ram
Nagar.

School Education
Minister Dr Premsai
Singh Tekam,
Parliamentary Affairs sec-
retary and Samri MLA
Chintamani Maharaj,
Sarguja Development
Authority Vice Chairman
Brihaspat Singh, Apex
Bank Director Ajay
Bansal, Collector Vijay
Dayaram, SP Mohit Gerg
and local public represen-
tatives and officials.

Ramchaura Hill in Tatapani to be connected
to Ram Vanagaman Path: Baghel

KITE FESTIVAL

Women flying kites on kite festival organised by Gujarati Samaj at Sapre School ground here on Saturday.

Raipur, Jan 14: The
Central Parliamentary
Committee is coming to
Raipur on a two-day visit
on January 15 to study the
social and educational sta-
tus of Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes in
Chhattisgarh. The 31-
member parliamentary
team headed by Dr. (Prof.)
Kirti Premjibhai Solanki
will hold a meeting with
the Chief Secretary and
senior officers of
Chhattisgarh.

Apart from this, the par-
liamentary team will hold
meetings with various in-
stitutions regarding the
representation of
Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes and

other welfare measures
taken for them. The parlia-
mentary team will reach
Raipur on January 15 at 1
pm. Members of the par-
liamentary party will visit
Jungle Safari Nava Raipur
and Prayas residential
schools near Raipur at 3.30
pm to see their education-
al status and other welfare
schemes.

The parliamentary team
will have a discussion
with the management of
All India Institute of
Medical Sciences (AIIMS)
Raipur on January 16
from 9.30 am. After this
there will be a discussion
with the Director General
Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) from 10 am.

The parliamentary team
will discuss the socio-eco-
nomic condition of
Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes with the
Chief Secretary and offi-
cials of the State
Government from 10.45
am and the welfare meas-
ures taken by the Social
Welfare and Tribal
Department. The parlia-
mentary team will have a
meeting with the
Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes
Employees Association of
Coal India Limited and
South Eastern Coalfields
Limited at 12.15 pm and
will hold discussions with
the management from
12.30 pm.

Central Parliamentary Committee
on two days visit to Raipur 

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJaann  1144::  A large number
of people along with their fam-
ilies reached Shriram Business
Park on the second day of
Cosmo Expo 2023 Trade and
Build Fair on Saturday. The
Cosmo Expo-2023 Trade and
Build Fair organised by the
Rotary Club of Raipur
Cosmopolitan RI District.3261
was inaugurated on Friday
evening at Shriram Business
Park, Vidhansabha Road. The
inauguration was done by the
chief guest Ro Shashank
Rastogi, District Governor in
the presence of special guest
Ro Rakesh Chaturvedi,
Chairman, Biodiversity. 

About 350 stalls from gov-
ernment and private sector are
participating in the biggest

expo of Central India. Stalls
ranging from cycles to cars and
houses to finance have been
set up at the venue of the fair. 

Cultural evening was also
organized at Cosmo Expo.
Rotary Club President
Ro.Ashutosh Singh, Secretary
Ro. Piyush Surana and Program
Chairman Ravindra Singh Shire
said that the Cosmo Expo Trade
and Build Fair now established
itself as the largest trade fair in
Central India. 

Nearly 350 stalls of almost
all sectors in industry and
trade have been set up in the
Cosmo Expo. Detailed informa-
tion about the schemes of
Chhattisgarh government will
also be available through gov-
ernment stalls. People outside

Chhattisgarh have also visited
the expo in large number. 

The stalls of Real estate,
building construction, automo-
biles, electronics design, tech-
nology innovation, manufac-
turing service, bank and
finance, travels and tourism,
education, health care,
lifestyle and general stalls have
been set up at the venue of

expo. There are stalls of gov-
ernment departments and pri-
vate groups. This time the food
court stall has been operated
by Raipur Foodie Lovers, for
whom there is a separate large
dome with 45 stalls. Taste con-
noisseurs will find the taste of
the cuisine of every state of the
whole country here.
Chhattisgarhi cuisine will also

be prominently available here.
Major partners of Cosmo Expo -
2023 include Chhattisgarh
Public Relations Department,
CREDAI, RADA, ASA Advertising
Shriram Business Park. Strength
partners include J.K. Lakshmi
Cement, RDC Concrete, Sagar
TMT, Knowledge Partner are
Mats University and Banking
Partner is HDFC Home Loan and
PNB.

Cosmo Expo 2023 Trade and Build Fair 
gets overwhelming response

CM to be honoured 
Chief Minister Bhupesh

Baghel will be honoured at
Cosmo Expo on Sunday
evening. Forest and
Transport Minster Md
Akbar, MLA Satyanarayan
Sharma, Parliamentary
Secretary Vikas Upadhyay,
Housing Board Chairman
Kuldip Juneka, Mayor Aijaz
Dhebar, Tourism Board
Chairman Atal Shrivastav
and Rotary District
Governor Shashank Rastogi
will be present on the occa-
sion. Gyanita & Group and
Hawaiian The Band will
perform at the cultural
evening on Sunday.

Raipur, Jan 14: Two
MoUs were signed today
at Udyog Bhawan Raipur
in the presence of
Industries Minister
Kawasi Lakhma.
C h h a t t i s g a r h

Government’s Industries
Department and Suruchi
Foods Pvt Ltd, New Delhi
signed a contract for nu-
tritional supplements and
fortified rice, under which
the company will invest
Rs 111.7 cr and generate
employment for 800 

people.
C h h a t t i s g a r h

Government’s Industries
Department and Unity
Industries Pvt Ltd signed
a contract for ethanol ex-
traction from maize based
corn starch, damaged rice
and power plant, under

which the company will
invest Rs 183 cr and gener-
ate employment for about
120 people. Thus, MoUs
worth Rs 294.7 cr were
signed. Bhuvnesh Yadav,
Secretary, Government of
Chhattisgarh Industries
Department, and

Himanshu Gupta,
Director, Suruchi Foods
Pvt Ltd, signed the MoU
for supplementary nutri-
tion food and fortified
rice, whereas for ethanol
extraction from maize
based corn starch and
damaged rice and power
plant, the MoU was signed
between Bhuvanesh
Yadav, Secretary,
Government of
Chhattisgarh Industry
Department and Basant
Kumar Agarwal, Director
of Unity Industries
Private Limited.

On this occasion,
Additional Directors of
Industries Department
Alok Dwivedi and
Praveen Shukla and Joint
Directors Harish Saxena
and V.K. Dewangan, be-
sides concerned officers
were present.

MoU signed in the presence of Industry Minister 
Two MoUs signed
with private compa-
nies to set up nutri-
tional supplements,
fortified rice,
ethanol and power
plants with capital
investment of Rs
295 cr in the state

More than 920 peo-
ple will get employ-
ment with estab-
lishment of these
plants

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJaann  1144:: The state govern-
ment are now recovering the
entire amount of the bond from
29 doctors who have not joined
their posting as per the rules. On
November 9, 2022, a notice was
issued by the Health Department
to 212 MBBS contracted medical
officers to take charge within
five days at their place of posting
as the last opportunity before
taking any action against them.
Out of 212 contractual medical
officers, 183 have joined their
respective assignments in accor-

dance with the notice, while the
remaining 29 are still absent.

Chhattisgarh Medical, Dental,
and Physiotherapy
(Physiotherapy) Graduate
Admission will be done accord-
ing to the rules of the Medical
Education Department of the
state government. Under this
rule, action will be taken to
recover the entire amount of the
bond as arrears of land revenue
against the absentee doctors
who do not comply with the con-
ditions of the bond. Permanent

registration of MBBS graduate
qualification in the State
Medical Council will be issued
only on the basis of the last
degree awarded to the candi-
date. The candidate for the
degree will have to submit a no-
objection certificate to the Dean
of their college, on whose rec-
ommendation the final degree
will be awarded by the
University. A letter has been
written by the Health
Department to the Director of
the Medical Education

Department, the Registrar of the
Medical Council, and the Dean of
Ayush University Uparwara,
Naya Raipur for taking action in
this regard. Recovery proceed-
ings are under process against
the contractual medical officers
who do not comply with the
terms and conditions of the
bond.

Action is being taken against
Ishan Yadav, Rajendra Prasad
Dutta, Shivendra Singh Marai,
Vyas Narayan, Rajeev Singh
Thakur, Urvashi Meshram,

Haresh Kumar Baghel, Prakash
Gupta, Shraddha Soni, Shivam
Awasthi, Dikshashri Singh,
Sparsh  Gupta, Arjun Singh
Chauhan, Bharti Kumeti, Vaishali
Bisen, Parul Pandey, Shubhangi,
Saumya Goyal, Kishan Sao,
Nishant Jaiswal, Nitin Kumar
Sahu, Deshant Dhankhar,
Himanshi Gajbhiye, Jai
Awadhesh Singh, Nirmala Saini,
Pawan Kumar Patidar, Navdeep,
Rotash Kumar and Yogesh
Kumar Meena to recover the
bond amount as per rules.

State Govt starts bond amount recovery process 

Raipur, Jan 14: The
Chhattisgarh State
Commission for Protection
of Child Rights (CSCPCR)
has appealed that it is cru-
cial for society and the
family to save children
from doubt and lack of
communication. The com-
mission has asked the
media to remember that
disclosure of identity in
cases of sexual offences
against children is a viola-
tion of section 23 of the
Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences Act
(POSCO Act) and a punish-
able offence with impris-
onment of six months to
one year or fine or both.

The Commission has
maintained that the identi-
ty of the child cannot be
disclosed in any way in

case of sexual offences
against children. The inci-
dents of publishing names
and photos through news-
papers, electronic media,
web portals, or other
media are coming to light
these days. The
Commission has made
these recommendations to
prevent such incidents and
to provide a safe and
friendly environment for
the children.
Commission appeals to
media to do ethical re-

porting of such incidents
The Commission stated

that it is necessary for
media persons to know the
laws related to child rights.
Journalists know before
the commission where the
crime has taken place.
Media should report cases
of child rights violations
and exploitation with sensi-
tivity and responsibility.

The commission has ap-
pealed that every case relat-
ed to children should also
be reported to the commis-
sion.

Common people also
need to be aware of the laws

The Commission has ap-
pealed that it is the need of
the hour to take serious
note of the crimes involv-
ing children by the policy-
makers, judiciary, police,
and media so that the digni-
ty of any child victim, espe-
cially the child victims of
sexual offences, is main-
tained and they can get jus-
tice without facing any
problems. Common people
also need to be aware of the
laws related to the protec-
tion of child rights. In the
case of crime against chil-
dren, it is the responsibility
of every section of society
to raise their voices
against it.

‘Identity in cases of sexual offences against
children should not be disclosed’ 

CSCPCR’s appeal 

CM LAUNCHES JIO TRUE 5 G SERVICES

On the auspicious occasion of Makar Sankranti, the  Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel
launched Jio True 5G services in the capital city Raipur and the industrial agglomer-
ate Durg and Bhilai.
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RRaaiippuurr,,  JJaann  1144::  At the Bhent-
Mulaqat programme organized
at village Pipariya of Pali
Tanakhar Assembly in Korba
district, Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel today made several
important announcements for
the development of the area. He
announced opening of a branch
of District Cooperative Central
Bank in Pasan, establishment of
36 KV in Moraga power sub-sta-
tion, setting up of rescue center
for elephant-affected areas in
Korbi and Ghuchapur, construc-
tion of bridge in Kapubhara and
Tulbul (Karri), implementation
of Mukhyamantri Haat Bazar
Yojana in village Pipariya.
Besides, he also announced
construction of a total of 25
Devgudis including the one in
Pipariya, construction of shed
in the main Haat-Bazaar of
Pipariya, provision of drinking
water in Gram Panchayat Arsia,
construction of Mangal Bhawan
in Nagar Panchayat Pali, open-
ing of new boys hostel in village
Pipariya and construction of
road from Amjhar to Jorundha
to border. On this occasion,
District In-charge Minister and
School Education Minister Dr.
Premsai Singh Tekam and Lok
Sabha MP Mrs. Jyotsna Mahant

were also present.
In his address to the villagers

in Bhent-Mulaqat programme,
Chief Minister said that the
state government is trying to
bring changes in the lives of
common people and boost their
income through the schemes.
Regarding the procurement of
paddy at Rs 2,500 a quintal,
Baghel said that the central
government had said that if you
pay even one rupee more than
the support price for paddy, we
will not procure paddy from the
state. To resolve the problem,
the state government started
Rajiv Gandhi Kisan Nyay Yojana
in the interest of farmers and
provided them an input subsidy
of Rs 10,000 per acre in the first
year and Rs 9,000 per acre this
year. Summing up the support
price and input subsidy, the
farmers are being provided a
price of Rs 2500 per quintal of
paddy.

CM Baghel asked the vil-
lagers about loan waiver, Rajiv
Gandhi Kisan Nyay Yojana,
paddy procurement on support
price and checked if they are
receiving the benefits.
Meanwhile, a farmer told that
for the first time he has taken
paddy tokens and for the very

first time he is going to sell
paddy at the procurement cen-
ter. He thanked State
Government for making the
process so easy. Chief Minister
Mr. Bhupesh Baghel announced
sanction of Rs one lakh to
Chhatram Patel for pursuing
PhD. Chief Minister said that
the purpose of Bhent-Mulaqat
is to learn about whether the
people are receiving the bene-
fits of government schemes or
not, to address any shortcom-
ings and rectify it at the earli-
est. He said that as soon as our
government was formed, farm-
ers’ loans were waived within
two hours.

At the Bhent-Mulaqat pro-
gramme, Chandrakala Porte
told Chief Minister that rice,
sugar and salt are being regu-
larly made available to the ben-
eficiaries on the ration card.
Gas cylinders and kerosene are
very expensive. Nirmala Kujur
told Chief Minister that she has
been issued the ration card, on
which she regularly received
rice, sugar and salt. Due to the
high cost of gas cylinders, they
cook food using wood.

Rs 50000 sanctioned to Anita
for B.Ed, Rs.1 lakh to Chhatram
for PhD

At the Bhent-Mulaqat pro-
gramme held today, the young
athlete conveyed the training
related problem to Chief
Minister. Resolving which, CM
Baghel announced to give him
admission in the hostel. Anita
Raj told that she is a part of 12-
member women’s group and
she is also studying. She is
doing private B.Ed. Fertilizer
worth 2 lakh 70 thousand has
been sold in last three years.
However, there is no college in
the area and she has to travel

afar to pursue higher educa-
tion. She requested Chief
Minister to open a college
neaby. Chief Minister
announced financial aid of Rs
50,000. for Anita’s education,
and also sanctioned Rs one lakh
to Chhatram Patel for pursuing
PhD. Sangeeta Sahu told that
she collects tendupatta, and
she started after government
the of renumeration for this
work. She thanked Chief
Minister for the scheme of
insurance of the tendupatta
labourers.

TTeejjkkuunnwwaarr  ssoolldd  ccooww  dduunngg
wwoorrtthh  RRss  4400,,000000

Tejkunwar told that he has
sold cow dung worth 40 thou-
sand. Earlier he used to throw
away cow dung, now he earns
money by selling it in Gothan.
This money is contributing
towards his family income. He
told that he has used the money
he earned by selling dung for
organizing his child’s wedding
ceremony. He said that he has
earned one lakh rupees by mak-
ing fertilizers. Harnam Singh
Markam told that he has got a
lease of one acre of land. He is
taking care of his family by
practicing farming on this land.
He described the Vanadhikar
Patta Yojana as a commendable
scheme. While talking to the
Chief Minister, Jagatpal Singh
told that he has got the lease of
1.5 acres of land, on which he
practices farming and are also
getting the benefits of various
government schemes. Prem
Singh told that his forest rights
lease has been issued.

AAnniittaa  AArrmmoo  eeaarrnneedd  
RRss  11..8822  llaakkhh  bbyy  sseelllliinngg  KKooddoo
Anita Armae, a member of

the group that procures minor
forest produce, told that they

are buying kodo, ragi, tamarind
at present. They procure Kodo
at Rs 30, and Ragi for Rs 31 a kg.
An income of Rs one lakh 82
thousand has been generated
from Kodo procurement.
Farmer Mahesh Kumar told that
he has sold paddy for the first
time, and has received three
installments. He has bought 1.5
acres of land. Suryansh Gupta,
a student of Swami Atmanand
English Medium School, Pasan
told that his school has classes
up to 9th standard. While
speaking fluently in English, he
told about the facilities avail-
able in her school.

Aim of our schemes and programs is to bring
changes in the lives of common men: CM

And to boost their
income

CM conducts
ground inspection
of the schemes dur-
ing Bhent-Mulaqat
programme in
Pipariya village of
Pali-Tanakhar
assembly

Announcements
made by CM

A Branch of District
Cooperative Central
Bank will be established
in Pasan
Establishment of 36 KV
power substation
announced
Rescue center will be
established for elephant
affected areas in Korbi
and Ghuchapur
Construction of bridge at
Kapubhara and Tulbul
(Karri) announced
Chief Minister’s Haat
Bazar Yojana will be con-
ducted in village
Pipariya
Construction of total 25
Devgudis including one
in Pipariya announced
New boys hostel will be
opened in village
Pipariya
Road will be constructed
from Amjhar to Jarundha
border

Raipur, Jan 14: A semi-
nar was organized under
the aegis of Chhattisgarh
Council of Science and
Technology at
Government Co-
Education Polytechnic
Baron Bazar Raipur. The
theme of the seminar was
‘future scope and commer-
cial aspects of electric ve-
hicles’.

Dr Ajay Tripathi,
Professor and HoD
Mechanical, Government
Engineering College
Raipur, Dr JS Bal, Deputy
Director and Mohit
Singhania, Director Ralas
Moters made students
aware of the usefulness of
electric vehicles. They also
explained  how to reduce
the dependence on conven-
tional fuels, work on re-
newable energy sources,
initiatives run by the gov-

ernment on e-vehicles and
related subsidies, support-
ing the motto of Green
Raipur, Clean Raipur.
Information was given
about the role and impor-
tance of electric vehicle in
pollution free environ-
ment. Aman Dewangan,
Lecturer Electrical, Mati
Neha Tiwari, Lecturer
Mechanical and Abhijit
Yadav, Lecturer Electrical
addressed the seminar on
the subject of Electric
Vehicle.

The poster on the
theme of e-vehicle made
by the students was also
awarded. All the engi-
neering and polytechnic
institutes of the state
were invited and all lec-
turers and students were
connected online.
Certificates were also
awarded after the pro-
gramme. Jayshree
Chandrakar, lecturer civil
and all other lecturers sig-
nificantly participated in
the programme.

Seminar on future scope and commercial
aspect of electric vehicle

Jagdalpur, Jan 14: These
days a flock of black head-
ed Ibis, a migratory bird
found in Pakistan,
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka,
Myanmar can be seen in
Dalpat Sagar pond located
in Bastar district head-
quarters. Its two breeds
have been seen in Bastar.
Prof. Sushil Dutta of the
Department of Zoology
explains that black-head-
ed Ibis come in the flock.
He told that apart from
Dalpad Sagar, Tarapur
has been seen in a flock of
40-45 in Bajawand area.

They make their nests in
the trees near the water.
The female lays only two
to three eggs at a time.
These birds may be seen
in flocks but scientists in-
clude them in the list of
endangered species.

It may be noted that the
construction of the first
bird sanctuary of the divi-
sion is almost complete
after about three years in
the forest department
park at Lamani near the
city. Preparations are on
to inaugurate the Bird
Sanctuary on January 26
by the Chief Minister.
The Forest Department
has planned to keep about
20 species of exotic birds
in this sanctuary de-
signed on the lines of
Malaysia. The length of
bird sanctuary is 120 me-
ters, width is 40 meters
and height is 15 meters.
The bird sanctuary is cov-
ered with iron nets, so
that birds can roam freely
here.

Flock of Black headed Ibis bird reaches Bastar
From Pak,
Bangladesh, Sri
Lanka, Myanmar

Raipur, Jan 14: National
Institute of Technology
Raipur organized a guest
lecture under the lecture
series entitled “India@75:
Videsh Niti” on 12th
January 2023. The lecture
was organized at
Visvesvaraya Hall, NIT
Raipur. The Chief Guest
Speaker for this lecture
was Professor (Dr)
Jitendra Nath Mishra,
Retd. Indian Ambassador
and Diplomat.

Dr (Mrs) AB Soni,
Director (I/C) NIT Raipur,
Dr PY Dhekne, Dean
(Student Welfare &
Faculty Welfare), Dr
Prabhat Diwan, Dean
(R&C), Dr SL Sinha, Dr
Nitin Jain, Dr  S Ghosh, Dr
Sudhakar Pandey, Dr

Govardhan Bhatt, other
distinguished faculty
members, and student
were also present through-
out the event.

The event was inaugu-
rated by presenting a
sapling to the chief guest
as a welcoming token. Dr
PY Dhekne initiated the
event by briefly introduc-
ing the chief guest speak-
er, Professor (Dr) Jitendra
Nath Mishra, and gave an
insight into his service as
a former Indian
Ambassador and Diplomat
to the audience.

Dr Jitendra Nath
Mishra began his lecture
by speaking about the con-
tinuous power growth of
China and the socio-eco-
nomic relations of India

and China with South-East
Asian countries. He men-
tioned that Vietnam is one
of the few nations willing
to disagree with popular
Chinese aggressive poli-
cies. He stated that the
world is virtually divided
into two parts, led by two
superpowers namely The
United States of America
and China respectively. He
mentioned that India is the
only country with a conti-
nental threat from China,
which is one of the main
reasons for the subpar
socio-economic relation-
ship between India and
Vietnam. He emphasized
the importance of trust be-
tween countries and how
it can be the most powerful
weapon in diplomatic

wars. Dr Mishra took
pride over Vietnam’s trust
in the Indian Government
and wished for a stronger
and healthier future rela-
tionship between India
and all the ASEAN
Nations.

Dr Jitendra Nath
Mishra concluded his lec-
ture by addressing various
questions related to the
relevant topic from stu-
dents and professors pres-
ent as an audience.
Further, he expressed his
gratitude to the Director of
NIT Raipur and other staff
members for giving him
an opportunity to deliver
this lecture and praised
the excellent hospitality
service he received while
in NIT Raipur.

Guest lecture on ‘India@75: Videsh
Niti’ at NIT Raipur

Raipur, Jan 14: In a bid to
ensure that people don’t
stand in queues and wait
for their turn or make
multiple rounds of the
transport offices, the
“Tuhar Sarkar Tuhar
Dwaar” facility is being
implemented by the
Transport Department
covering doorstep delivery
of various transport relat-
ed services.

Under this scheme,
being operated as per di-
rections of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel and
Transport Minister
Mohammad Akbar, more

than 16.12 lakh smart card-
based registration certifi-
cates and driving licenses
have been delivered to the
doorstep of applicants
since June 2021. This in-
cludes 10.98 lakh smart
card-based registration
certificates and 05.15 lakh
driving licenses.

Continuous monitoring
of the same is being done
by Transport Minister

Mohammad Akbar for the
orderly operation of this
scheme. Under this, 22
transport-related services
are being provided to the
people at their doorstep.
Under this public-centric
facility, people no longer
need to make multiple
rounds of the transport of-
fices for getting their work
done. This saves both
money and time for the ap-

plicants.
Transport Department

officials informed that a
helpline number 75808-
08030 has been issued by
the department to make
this service more accessi-
ble. The service is available
from 10 am to 5.30 pm on all
working days. Applicants
can get all the information
related to the dispatch of
their driving license and
registration certificate on
this helpline number. Right
now on average, 100 calls
are being received per day
seeking information relat-
ed to the driving license
and registration process,
taxes, and fees.

More than 16 lakh smart card-based 
registration certificates and DLs delivered 

‘Tuhar Sarkar
Tuhar Dwaar’

At people’s
doorsteps under
‘Tuhar Sarkar Tuhar
Dwaar’ scheme

Raipur, Jan 14: The 21st
State Level Open Masters
Badminton Competition
organized by District
Badminton Association
Dantewada was held

from January 5th to 8th.
In this, Manishi Singh of
Raipur in the age group
of 40 years bagged first
place in Chhattisgarh in
singles by performing
brilliantly, while in mixed
doubles, along with her
partner Somesh Singh
Lama of Surajpur, got the
first place in
Chhattisgarh.

Manishi Singh of
Raipur bagged first

place in Ch’garh

State Level Open
Masters Badminton
Competition

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jan 14: The
Commissioner of Higher
Education Mrs. Sharda
Verma released the book
“Gandhian Thought and
Culture” in a book release
ceremony at Government
J. Yoganandam
Chhattisgarh College
Raipur on Saturday.

The book has been pub-
lished by the Department
of Postgraduate and
Research Studies in
English of Government J.
Y o g a n a n d a m
Chhattisgarh College
Raipur.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Commissioner
Sharda Verma said that
Mahatma Gandhi has al-
ways been a Father figure,
a guardian of the nation,
for whom she has great re-
spect. He was a remark-
able man who practised
and  implemented his the-
ories and ideas on himself
first.

Mrs Verma added that
Mahatma Gandhi’s con-
cept of truth and non-vio-
lence will never be old or
irrelevant. The
Commissioner also point-
ed how 

Gandhi had played a
major role to end untouch-
ability in the society. She
appreciated the efforts of
the English Department in
bringing forth the book.

The Commissioner of
the Higher Education has
urged the faculty mem-
bers of the college to im-
plement the new educa-
tion policy so that the
youth could get benefited
which will be beneficial
for the society as well as
the country also. Verma

said that she feels con-
cerned when she sees that
the Gross Enrollment
Ratio (GER) of higher edu-
cation in Chhattisgarh is
lagging behind the coun-
try's and so the efforts
should be done to make it
equivalent to the national
level. She suggested that
it can be increased by
starting online courses.

So Mrs Sharda Verma
urged the college admin-
istration to work for get-
ting A+ grade from

NAAC. This would
Immediate make the col-
lege eligible to start on-
line distance education
courses which is a sure
way of increasing GER
with the existing re-
sources in the college.

The Commissioner said
that only one college of
Chhattisgarh has the ini-
tiated process for getting
accreditation from the
National Institutional
Ranking Framework
(NIRF). The Higher

Education Department
has started preparing a
work plan for getting the
NIRF ranking. Four to
five colleges in Raipur
district should start
preparations for getting
accreditation of the NIRF,
she added.

She also urged the fac-
ulty members of the col-
lege to give a new height
to  Government J.
Y o g a n a n d a m
Chhattisgarh College
Raipur so that they could
feel proud.

Principal Dr Amitabh
Banerjee gave the wel-
come address and pre-
sented the report of the
College.

Dr Banerjee informed
that over 4,000 students
are getting education in
Government J.
Y o g a n a n d a m
Chhattisgarh College
Raipur at present. He un-
derlined that 174 out of
211 colleges in the state
have been  evaluated by
National Assessment and
Accreditation Council
(NAAC) under the leader-
ship of madam Sharda
Verma.The Principal also
informed that Post
Graduate courses in

Botany and Psychology
and B.Sc. in Computer
Sciences would start from
the next academic session
in the college.

The Principal stated
that the college is com-
mitted to proform for the
benefit of the society. Dr
Kirti Tiwari also intro-
duced the chief guest to
the audience.

IQAC Coordinator Dr
Anita Juneja conducted
the proceedings of the
programme. Senior facul-
ty member Akhilesh
Tiwari proposed the vote
of thanks. Shreya pre-
sented Saraswati
Vandana. Kumkum and
Manshi sang the state
song. Vasu Gandharv
sang Mahatma Gandhi’s
prayer.

Joint Directors of the
Higher Education
Department, Dr D S Jagat
and Dr Pankaj Mehta,
Professor Pushpa
Kaushik, Registrar of the
College Hariram Verma,
faculty members Dr
Shashank Gupta, Dr
Rachana Mishra, other
faculty members, non
teaching staff and stu-
dents also attended the
programme.

Book ‘Gandhian Thought and Culture’ released

Commissioner of Higher Education Mrs. Sharda Verma along with Principal Dr Amitabh
Banerjee releasing the book “Gandhian Thought and Culture” in Government J.
Yoganandam Chhattisgarh College Raipur on Saturday.
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New Delhi, Jan 14 (PTI) 

A CBI team descended
on the office of Delhi
Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia on
Saturday to seek some
records related to the
Delhi Excise policy case,
according to agency offi-
cials.

While city government
sources said that the CBI
team was conducting
“searches” at Sisodia’s
office at Delhi
Secretariat, agency offi-
cials maintained that the
CBI “visited” the premis-
es to collect documents
and no “raid or search”

was being carried out.
Taking to Twitter,

Sisodia claimed the
agency did not find any-
thing against him dur-
ing previous raids and
this time too it will be
the same as he has done
nothing wrong.

“The CBI has again
reached my office today.
They are welcome.

“They conducted raids
at my house, searched
the locker, made en-
quiries in my village.
Nothing was found then
and nothing will be
found now because I
have done no wrong.
Have worked honestly

for the education of
Delhi’s children,” the
Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP)leader said.

Agency officials said
that “no search or raid is
taking place at the office
of the Deputy Chief
Minister by the CBI”.

They said the team
may have gone to collect
some records in the ex-
cise policy case or seek
clarifications.

The CBI probe into the
alleged excise scam was
recommended last year
by Delhi LG VK Saxena.

The agency had regis-
tered a case against
several persons includ-
ing Sisodia.

The CBI had also
questioned the AAP
leader in connection
with the case for sever-
al hours besides con-
ducting raids at his offi-
cial residence.

The agency filed its
first charge sheet
against seven accused on
November 25 last year.
Sisodia did not figure in
the document.

Officials said investi-
gators have kept the
probe open into the al-
leged role of Sisodia, a
senior AAP leader, and
others named in the
First Information Report
(FIR).

Arrested businessmen
Vijay Nair and Abhishek
Boinpally were among
the seven accused
named in the charge
sheet.

“Further investigation
is continuing to investi-
gate the role of accused
named in the FIR and
other persons on various
allegations including
conspiracies with other
licensees, money trails,
cartelisation and larger
conspiracies in the for-
mulation and imple-
mentation of the Excise

Policy,” the CBI
spokesperson had said
in a statement.

It is alleged the Delhi
government’s policy to
grant licences to liquor
traders was influenced
in favour of certain
dealers who had al-
legedly paid bribes for
it, a charge strongly re-
futed by the AAP.

“It was further al-
leged that irregularities
were committed includ-
ing in the modifications
in Excise Policy, extend-
ing undue favours to the
licencees, waiver/re-
duction in licence fee,
the extension of L-1 li-
cense without approval,
etc. “It was also alleged
that illegal gains on ac-
count of these acts were
diverted to concerned
public servants by pri-
vate parties by making
false entries in their
books of accounts,” the
CBI spokesperson had
said.

CBI sleuths at Delhi DyCM Sisodia’s office
Excise policy case

Jaipur, Jan 14 (PTI) 

The Jaipur
Development Authority
(JDA) on Saturday re-
sumed demolition of ille-
gal construction done in
the house of Bhupendra
Saran who is an accused
in the recent grade-2
teacher recruitment exam-
ination paper leak case, of-
ficials said.

The action by enforce-
ment wing of JDA began
on Friday evening after
the JDA tribunal rejected
the Saran’s petition seek-
ing extra time to remove
the encroachments.

On Monday, the wing
had demolished a five-
storey building in which
Saran used to run his
coaching centre. The
building was illegal, the
officials said.

The chief controller
(enforcement), JDA,
Raghuveer Saini said
our teams helped the
family to take out their
belongings from the

house before carrying out
the demolition drive.

He said that the demoli-
tion drive resumed on
Saturday morning and is
continuing. Earlier, the en-
forcement wing conducted
inspection of Saran’s
house built on a plot of 141
sq yard in Rajni Vihar,
Ajmer Road and found
that the construction was
done by covering front and
back setbacks of 15 feet

and 8.3 feet, respectively.
Height of the four-storey
building also exceeded the
permissible limit of eight
metres, the officials said.

Last month, a total of 55
people, including 37 candi-
dates, were arrested in the
grade-2 teacher recruit-
ment examination paper
leak case. Udaipur police
had intercepted a bus in
which candidates were on
the way to appear for the
exam. Question papers were
recovered from the candi-
dates following which they
were arrested.

JDA resumes demolition of illegal
construction in accused’s house

Rajasthan paper
leak case

Bengaluru, Jan 14 (PTI) 

Karnataka Chief
Minister Basavaraj
Bommai on Saturday said
the state budget is likely
to be presented on
February 17, and asserted
that it would be “pro-peo-
ple”.

The upcoming budget
will focus on programmes
that would give more sup-
port to working classes,
women and youth, he said
listing out some govern-
ment schemes that are
being implemented in the
state.

Bommai, who also

holds the Finance portfo-
lio, will be presenting the
budget.

The upcoming budget is
important for the ruling
BJP as it will be the last
one ahead of assembly
elections by May.

“During the next cabi-
net meeting, we will de-
cide on the dates for joint
session of Karnataka leg-
islature and for the budget
session. Budget is likely to
be presented on February
17. All the preparations
for it has begun,” the
Chief Minister said.

Speaking to reporters
here, he said the state’s

revenue collection for the
quarter ending December
has crossed the target,
and that he has given di-
rections regarding the tar-
gets for the last quarter of
the financial year.

“In this background, I
have decided to give a pro-
people budget this time.
We are thinking about giv-
ing more stress on public
welfare schemes.

More benefits should be
given to working classes,
women, youth, weaker or
lower sections of the soci-
ety, from farmers, labour-
ers among others,” he
added.

Karnataka budget likely to be 
presented on Feb 17: CM 
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Selma (US), Jan 14 (AP):

Stunned residents tried to sal-
vage belongings, and rescue
crews pulled survivors from be-
neath collapsed houses on Friday
in the aftermath of a tornado-
spawning storm system that
killed at least nine people as it
barrelled across parts of Georgia
and Alabama. The widespread
destruction came into view a day
after violent storms flipped mo-
bile homes into the air, sent up-
rooted trees crashing through
buildings, snapped trees and util- ity poles and derailed a freight

train. Those who emerged with
their lives gave thanks as they
searched the wreckage to find

anything worth saving. “God
was sure with us,” Tracey
Wilhelm said as she looked over
the shattered remnants of her

mobile home in Alabama’s Autauga County.

Survivors emerge from wreckage after US storms kill 9 people

Workers prepare to board up windows as they recover
from a tornado that passed through downtown Selma.

Washington, Jan 14 (PTI):

The US and Japan have
said that in association
with India and Australia,
they will ensure that the
Quad continues to be a
force for good or the benefit
of the Indo-Pacific, amid
China’s growing military
muscle-flexing in the
strategically vital region.
The two countries said this
in a joint statement after
the meeting between US
President Joe Biden and
Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida of Japan at the
White House on Friday.

“With an unbreakable bi-
lateral relationship as our
foundation, we will also
collaborate with others, in

the region and beyond, for
the benefit of the Indo-
Pacific and the world,” the
joint statement said.

“Together with Australia
and India, we will ensure
the Quad continues to be a
force for good, committed

to bringing tangible
benefits to the region,
including by delivering
results on global
health, cybersecurity,
climate, critical and
emerging technologies,
and maritime domain
awareness,” it said.

Will ensure Quad continues
to be force for good: Joint
statement by US, Japan

President Joe Biden meets Japanese Prime Minister
Fumio Kishida in the Oval Office of the White House in
Washington.



I ndia is Celebrating it's 75th
Army Day on Sunday to com-

memorate Gen. Cariappa taking over
as the First Army Chief on 15th the
January, 1947. Over the timeline, the
legacy of Indian Army has come a
long way ahead and at present,
stands studded on the brink of
changing warfare dynamics. As the
cloud of fighting a two-front war is
hanging over New Delhi, the diplo-
mats are having a tough time as they
are busy buying time. Though, in the
era of Nuclear weapons, it seems far
from the reality that either of our ad-
versaries will get involved in a full-
blown conventional war. However,
the legacy which China owns of
being a non-reliable and expansionist
country, nothing can be neglected.
On the other hand,a ever hostile
Islamabad exists, which continuously
lurks to find an opportunity to rein-
force itself behind Chinese aggres-
sion. Thus, it becomes very crucial to
understand the preparedness of the
Indian armed forces. Although India
has the fourth most powerful military
power in the world, still the armed
forces are facing a huge challenge of
modernization. Looking at the threat
perceptions of India, it is important
to overcome those challenges. In re-
cent times the dimensions of warfare
have changed considerably and
therefore Defence policy perspec-
tives have to take into account our
responses to a short war situations
as well as proxy wars. It therefore be-
comes imperative that arming and
modernisation of forces with the
right capability and technology can-
not be delayed any longer. With this

in view, Atma-Nirbharta or Self re-
liance in defence will have to address
two important areas i.e. maintenance
of existing assets and acquisition of
next generation weapon systems and
platforms.

The country cannot have too many
dependencies and Indigenous pro-
duction has to be the Vision. We need
to therefore, establish a “Production
Eco System”, which shall meet our
requirements. The key areas which
would need our emphasis would re-
late to design and development of
technology and utilisation of all our
national resources and capability in
terms of the Public sector, Private
sector, Academia, Industry and start
ups. A lot of programmes are on the
roll to acquire a modern rifles, ma-
chine guns and protective gears. The
army has already begun the process
to acquire the same. The long stand-
ing Made in India 'INSAS' rifle is
being replaced by the American SIG
Sauer rifles, as the standard rifle for
the Infantry. Apart from this, 2023 is
going to be a milestone year, as the
long awaited AK 203 Kalashnikov
Rifles will start to arrive, as a result
of a joint collaboration between
Ordnance Factory Board and Russia.
Apart from this, India is reorganizing
its mechanized force to achieve
strategic mobility for a quick thrust
into enemy territory. Further, to add
teeth to its firepower India has suc-
cessfully ordered and inducted M777
howitzers from the USA and inducted
new variant of DRDO developed
Pinaka Multiple rocket launcher,
which can fire a salvo of 12 HE rock-
ets in just 44 seconds and has a range

up to 90 km. The system mounted on
TATA truck adds a feather to its mo-
bility. Also, the DRDO developed
Automated Towed Artillery Gun
System(ATAGS) or also known as
'Indian Bofors' is what many believe,
a game changer and is looked upon
with promising eyes. All other
Indigenous developments which the
Army is keenly desperate to have
hands on, include a wide array of
missiles, Small arms ranging from
pistols and Sub machine Guns to
Sniper rifles, attachments of the
same, Armoured vehicles to Main
Battle Tanks, High altitude clothing
and bullet proof jackets, Melee
weapons and further on. However,
with all these inductions and many
others in the pipeline, the major issue
that Indian the army still faces is the
availability of funds for future pro-
curement. Since modernization is a
continuous process, it cannot be halt-
ed once new procurement is made.

Apart from the Arsenal, Army is
also on the verge of a major restruc-
turization after necessary approval.
The concept of IBG or Integrated bat-
tle groups Once introduced in the
Structurizational strata, these light
brigade-level all weather formations,
which are capable of taking swift ac-
tion, will be the need of the hour in
coming decades. The aim of this re-
form is to cut the overall strength to
about 1,50,000 personnel in 5-7 year
span. This ultimate goal is to make
the Army leaner and finer as well as
stout. Cutting the personnel size will
save adequate fund for equipping ex-
isting soldiers. In addition, a lot other
transformational changes are being
implemented organizationally, which
is a positive sign. The creation of the
Theatre Commands is a work at hand
and may take a few years. In addi-
tion, the aspects as discussed above,
needs to be deliberated and imple-
mented with meticulous forethought
to make the Army leaner but with
more agility. The creation of more
counter-offensive Formations, which
can be deployed at short notice,
would become the key issue to raise
India’s strategic deterrence against
China and thus prevent a war.

It is an undisputed fact that coun-

tries, which upgrade its military
ahead of time, deter the adversary
from waging war. Today’s soldier
needs to be technically savvy, physi-
cally and mentally robust. Indian
armed forces also need a long term
strategy which includes improving
teeth to tail ratio, improving com-
mand, control, communication, intelli-
gence and developing a large indige-
nous arsenal. However, over the peri-
od of time, Indian armed forces decid-
ed to carry out extensive and far-
reaching reforms with the aim to en-
hance its warfighting capabilities. A
lot is required to achieve the strategic
objective and the military has the key
role to play in attaining those objec-
tives. Thus, it becomes crucial for the
Indian Armed Forces to look into the
loophole in the limited time frame and
work to overcome those loopholes in a
time-bound manner. The process of
modernizing the largest standing
army in the world is without a doubt,
an arduous task. The whole transition
remains in the public domain because
of the continuous tussle of the army
with hostile neighbours. 

Unfortunately, what many ignore
or do not grasp is the fact that mod-
ernization of the armed forces is a
time-consuming, tedious process and
requires a clear vision, strategy and a
shared common National goal. It can-
not be something that changes with
the change in the government. It is
like adding a block to an existing one.
National security is not the scenario
where one runs for water after see-
ing the house on fire. It is the timely
analysis of threat and building strate-
gies to avert them. Both China and
Pakistan are continued to orches-
trate its destabilizing design against
India. While Indian Army has to de-
fend multiple fronts, either of our ad-
versaries remain far from the threat
perception levels as Delhi's.
Although, history has it, that, It is not
the machine but the man behind the
machine that shifts the outcome of
the war. However, undermining the
adversary's capability itself goes
against the basic principle of war.

((WWrriitteerr  iiss  IItteerrnneeee  DDeennttiisstt  ffrroomm
MMuummbbaaii..  VViieewwss  aarree  ppeerrssoonnaall))..
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MCD Drama 
As scheduled, the assem-

bly elections for Gujarat,
Himachal Pradesh and
Delhi's MCD are over peace-
fully. The results of the
above-mentioned elections
are also out. In the mean-
time, governments are also
formed in Gujarat and
Himachal Pradesh. It is BJP
in Gujarat, Congress in
Himachal Pradesh and AAP
in MCD were the respective
winners. Unfortunately,
even after months of the
declaration of the results of
MCD polls, the issue of the
Mayor has remained unset-
tled. The sheer ruckus ex-
hibited in selecting/electing
the Mayor by the elected rep-
resentatives of both BJP
and AAP has made us think
once again that nation's poli-
tics has once again become
the last resort of scoundrels.
I pity the electors of Delhi.
They should hang their
heads in shame for their
wrong choice.

Dr. Ashim Chowdhury,
Guwahati

Pharma supply chain
In sensitive products such

as medicines, global percep-
tion is important for India’s
pharma industry. The gov-
ernment must undertake a
thorough and transparent
inquiry into the supply
chain from vendors of active
pharmaceutical ingredients
to the manufacturing and
regulatory processes. With
global recognition comes
the responsibility of ensur-
ing stringent product stan-
dards that can make a differ-
ence between life and death.
The Central regulator
CDSCO must be held ac-
countable for such failures.
The government should
learn from these tragedies
and global embarrassment
and bring reforms.

Sanjay Chopra, by mail

Medicare in 
rural India

It is a matter of grave con-
cern that rural masses con-
tinue to bear the brunt of
paucity of qualified medical
staff. This is contrary to
what Mahatma Gandhi said
that the country’s develop-
ment passes through vil-
lages. Why a larger section
of society that lives in vil-
lages and is instrumental in
development, glory and de-
fence of the country should
be deprived of the most-
needed medical services. It
is one of the reasons that
rural people are inclined to
shift to urban areas, putting
more pressure on the al-
ready strained civic ameni-
ties. The government should
provide fully qualified med-
ical staff in rural areas and
bolster the required infra-
structure. Such deprivation
after 75 years of Indepen-
dence is an act of grave dis-
parity.
Gian P Kansal, New Delhi

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍
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Devotees gather on the banks of Ganga river to take a ‘holy dip’ on the occasion of ‘Makar Sankranti’, at Har Ki Pauri in Haridwar, Saturday, Jan. 14.

MAKAR SANKRANTI

P rime Minister Narendra Modi flagging off the world's longest river
cruise from Varanasi in Uttar Pradesh to Dibrugarh in Assam on

Friday marks a new milestone in revival of the Brahmaputra waterway for
transport, tourism and trade in Assam and other states of the Northeast
region. Indo-Bangladesh Protocol (IBP) route forming part of the 3,200-
km-long route of the cruise, its operation also signifies deepening bilater-
al relations between the two neighbouring countries. During the 51-day
trip, MV Ganga Vilas will sail across 27 river systems in India and
Bangladesh and cover tourism destinations like Kashi, Bodh Gaya,
Vikramshila, Patna Sahib and Majuli. The cruise will provide the tourist
multinational experience with visits to 50 tourist spots, including world
heritage sites, national parks, river ghats, and major cities like Patna in
Bihar, Sahibganj in Jharkhand, Kolkata in West Bengal, Dhaka in
Bangladesh and Guwahati in Assam. This will demonstrate the scope of
India and Bangladesh exploring the Brahmaputra waterway and water-
ways in Bangladesh for boosting tourism between the two countries,
more particularly to and from the Northeast, apart from trade, commerce
activities and transit facility. The IBP route is a strategic link for connec-
tivity between the National Waterway (NW)-1 (river Ganga) and NW-2
(river Brahmaputra). Viability of connectivity between NW-1 and NW-2
was demonstrated in March last year through smooth arrival of a vessel
bringing 200 MT of food grain for the Food Corporation of India from
Patna to Guwahati. Water transport being energy efficient, it is the cheap-
est mode of transport compared to road and railways but maintaining the
navigable fairway of waterways round the year is crucial for long-term
sustainability of various connectivity initiatives like running cruise, pas-
senger and cargo vessels. Quantum increase in investment for dredging
operations in Brahmaputra and IBP route and capacity building along with
application of cost-effective and innovative technology will go a long way
in overcoming the challenges posed by heavy sediment loads of these wa-
terways. The Prime Minister mentioned in his speech that compared to
only five national waterways in 2014, now there are 111 national water-
ways in the country and about two dozen are in operation already and
there has been three times increase in cargo transportation via river wa-
terways from 30 lakh metric tonnes eight years ago. This speaks volumes
of the priority given by the government to harnessing the potential of wa-
terways for accelerating economic growth. Regular running of cargo ves-
sels can bring down transportation cost of essential commodities sup-
plied to the Northeast region from other states and this, in turn, will make
available the goods at much cheaper prices. The states in the region play-
ing a pro-active role in harnessing the potential will benefit the people in
the region. The challenge in sustainability and cost-effectives in operation
of cargo vessel via Brahmaputra and IBP routes will be ensuring that the
containers do not go empty and vessels return with goods produced in the
region for markets in the rest of India as well as markets in Bangladesh.
Roping in traders, commerce, industries, banks, industry associations, ex-
porters in planning the roadmap for cargo operation on these routes will
help identification of untapped market for goods and commodities pro-
duced in the region such as handloom and handicraft items, agricultural
and horticultural produce. Increasing bilateral trade between Bhutan and
Bangladesh has led to Bhutanese traders using the Brahmaputra water-
way and IBP routes to export goods to Bangladesh and this has increased
the viability of use of the waterways between India and Bangladesh on a
bigger commercial scale. Entrepreneurs in the Northeast, taking a cue
from the Bhutanese exporters, can take a renewed look at the river
Brahmaputra to unlock the huge export potential in the region and ex-
plore niche markets in Bangladesh and the rest of India by using the in-
land water transport mode. The Prime Minister also laying the foundation
stone of a ship repairing centre at Pandu has paved the way for saving
time and money of owners of ships and vessels and increasing availability
of more ships and vessels for cargo and passenger transport. They are
currently required to send their vessel to Kolkata for repairing through
NW-1 and IBP routes and it takes several months, besides the huge cost of
operation to get those repaired. Expediting the construction of the ship
repairing centre will also motivate more investors to come forward for
harnessing the inland water transport potential in Assam and availability
of more ships and vessels will inspire local entrepreneurs to experiment
with new and innovative business ideas in the sector for trade and com-
mercial opportunities. The Union Budget and state Budgets of North-east-
ern states announcing new schemes and projects for boosting inland
water transport in the region can provide a bigger push to motivate them.
The cruise will arrive at Dibrugarh on March 1 with a message for the re-
gion that viability of the Brahmaputra waterway is established, and it is
high time to fully unlock its potential.

Dr Krishnakumar Vepakomma

I t is well known that wearable technology is one of the fastest-
growing segments of the technology business. It is truly amazing

how wearable electronic technology and equipment are altering health-
care by making it possible to continuously check one's health outside of
a medical environment. Our way of life is changing as a result of wear-
able electronics, which include everything from fitness trackers and
body sensors that monitor our health and wellbeing to smart jewelry
and clothing. Wearable technology, artificial intelligence (AI), machine
learning, and the Internet of Medical Things (IoMT) enable doctors to
monitor patients' ongoing health requirements and quickly access pa-
tient records in an emergency, enhancing the quality of care and lower-
ing mortality. The market for wearable medical devices is expanding as
a result of factors like rising awareness, the expansion of healthcare fa-
cilities, technological advancements, and product innovation.More than
722 million wearable devices were in use worldwide in 2019. In fact, the
global market for wearable technology saw a noticeable jump in 2020.In
2021, the market for wearable technology was estimated to be worth
approximately $115.8 billion, and by 2028, it is expected to be worth
$380.5 billion. Leading manufacturers of wearable technology are Apple,
Google, Samsung, Informa, and Amazon.According to a Grand View
Research, Inc. report, the market for pet wearables is anticipated to
grow at a CAGR of 14.3% from 2023 to 2030, reaching a value of USD
6.88 billion.Because more people are realizing how important it is to
maintain their fitness and health, the market is anticipated to
increase.Today's market leaders are smartwatches and wearable med-
ical devices.The wearables market in India grew by a record-breaking
double-digit rate in the first quarter of 2022, with shipments topping
13.9 million devices, claims research firm International Data
Corporation India (IDC).When  Wearables finally include AI(Artificial
Intelligence)and data analytics into their software, the potential for in-
novation will fly even higher. The wearable technology industry believes
that this will increase consumer interest in different wearables, which
will become more commonplace and help us in every aspect of our life.
Therefore, wearable technology offers a wide range of opportunities
that go beyond health and wellbeing and may eventually turn into indis-
pensable tools for many, if not all, enterprises.

Wearable technology 
in healthcare

Unlocking the potential of
Brahmaputra waterway 

Towards the Future: A look at the
Modernization of the Sentinels

Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit

I ndian army day is marked
every year on 15 January to

remember the event when
General KM Cariappa became
the first Indian Commander-in-
Chief of Independent India. The
Indian Army celebrated its 75th
Army Day. Kodandera M.
Cariappa took over as the
Commander-in-Chief of the
Indian Army from General
Butcher. He was an army officer
with a distinguished career in
the British Indian Army and later

the Indian Army. In 1919, he
joined the army when he re-
ceived the King’s Commission
with the first group of Indian
cadets.Before taking charge as
Army chief, he administered the
country’s army on the west dur-
ing the Indo-Pak War of 1947. He
had a vital contribution to vari-
ous reattaining territories in
Kargil. The story of his appoint-
ment is also very interesting.
The story goes something like
this – Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru
was having a meeting with sen-
ior army personals and cabinet
ministers. He suggested that the
post of first army chief should
be given to a British officer be-
cause Indian officers have no ex-
perience in handling such a post.
One of the army personnel pres-
ent their, objected to this and
said that, “as we also don’t have
the experience of leading a na-
tion, so we should appoint a
British person as our first Prime
Minister.” After hearing this,
Nehru realised his mistake and
asked the person that would he
like to become the first army
chief? On this he suggested the

name of Lieutenant general
K.M. Cariappa who was also
present there and thus he be-
came the first army chief.

The day reminds us that inde-
pendence wasn’t just a fight of
one day but a lengthy process.
Indian Army Day is celebrated to
recognise the efforts of this Man
of Principals. He was known for
his compassion & discipline. He
inspired generations by demon-
strating the highest standards of
patriotism.It is said that, lucky
are those who get selected for
Indian army.With countries like
the US, China, and Russia, our
nation’s army is one of the
biggest armed forces in the
world that operates on “Serve
others before self” as its ultimate
agenda. Discover more about the
Indian Army Day's history, signif-
icance, and celebrations.

As we all know, Indian army
has a long and glorious history.
Therefore, it is difficult to talk
about everything in such a limit-
ed space. It would not be wrong
to say that there would be no
India without Indian Army. It is
the backbone of the country. It is

also one of the few institutions
left in the country which could
be considered as completely
neutral and reliable.India be-
came an independent nation
after gaining freedom from
British rulers in 1945 after al-
most 200 years. During that
time, the country was experi-
encing a lot of chaos & riots as
many refugees and people were
migrating from Pakistan. Even
though the country got freedom
from British rulers in 1947, it did-
n't have the official reins of the
Indian army in its hand until two
years later, in 1979. Finally, on
the day of 26th January 1950,
the Constitution of the country
was declared, and India became
a republic country. Soldiers are
one of the greatest assets of any
country. They are the guardians
of the nation and protect its citi-
zens at all costs. The primary
mission of the Indian Army is to
ensure national security and na-
tional unity, to defend the nation
from external aggression and in-
ternal threats, and to maintain
peace and security within its
borders.

We have taken for granted
that someone is always de-
ployed to guard our borders
while we sleep in our cosy
homes or there will be someone
to take the bullets of the ene-
mies and terrorists for us.We
sleep comfortably in our homes
because we know that even if
we are not alert, there are some
people who are always aware so
that we can be safe. 

These people are part of the
country's Army. The first priority
of the Indian Army is to cater for
the security of the nation, its
unity and integrity, defence
from any kind of external ag-
gression and internal threats,
and to keep peace and security
within the borders. The Army
also manages rescue missions at
the time of natural disasters,
calamities or any other distur-
bances, displaying their humani-
tarian face. Let us patch our
ways and start giving real re-
spect to the soldiers otherwise a
time may come when there will
be no one to defend our mother-
land. Long live India and long
live Indian army.

Indian Army is the backbone of the country
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BRIEF

Whirlpool of India
New Delhi: Whirlpool
of India on Friday
said its Managing
Director Vishal Bhola
has resigned from the
post. The company
has appointed
Narasimhan Eswar as
Managing Director
(MD) and Additional
Director. Eswar joins
Whirlpool of India
from Ki Mobility
Solutions, where he is
currently holding the
position of CEO and
President, according
to a regulatory filing.
At its meeting held on
Friday, the company's
board accepted the
resignation of Bhola.
The company said its
current MD will serve
till April 3, 2023.

D-Mart Q3 profit
New Delhi: Avenue
Supermarts Ltd,
which owns and oper-
ates the retail chain D-
Mart, on Saturday re-
ported a 6.71 per cent
increase in its consoli-
dated net profit to Rs
589.64 crore for the
third quarter ended
on December 31, 2022.
The company had
posted a net profit of
Rs 552.53 crore in the
October-December
quarter a year ago,
said Avenue
Supermarts in a BSE
filing. Its revenue
from operations was
up 25.50 per cent to Rs
11,569.05 crore during
the quarter under re-
view as against Rs
9,217.76 crore in the
corresponding quar-
ter of the last fiscal.

HDFC Bank
Mumbai: HDFC Bank
on Saturday reported
a 19.9 per cent jump in
its net profit at Rs
12,698 crore for the
third quarter ended
December 2022, helped
by a healthy rise in
core income. On a
standalone basis, the
largest private sector
lender's post tax profit
grew 18.5 per cent to
Rs 12,259.5 crore as
compared to the year-
ago period, as per an
exchange filing. The
core net interest in-
come grew 24.6 per
cent to Rs 22,987.8
crore, on the back of a
19.5 per cent increase
in advances.

USFDA 
New Delhi: The US
health regulator has
pulled up drug major
Sun Pharma for man-
ufacturing lapses, in-
cluding failure to fol-
low appropriate writ-
ten procedures de-
signed to prevent mi-
crobiological contami-
nation of drug prod-
ucts, at its Gujarat-
based plant. In a
warning letter, the US
Food and Drug
Administration
(USFDA) pointed out
various lapses at the
Halol plant which pro-
duces finished phar-
maceutical products.

RailTel 
New Delhi:RailTel
has received a work
order for designing, in-
stalling and managing
the Integrated
Command Control
Centre (ICCC) and
other associated activi-
ties for Puducherry
Smart City. RailTel
Corporation of India
Limited, a mini-ratna
public sector undertak-
ing (PSU) under the
Ministry of Railways,
received the work
order from the
Department of
Revenue and Disaster
Management of the
Puducherry adminis-
tration to design, devel-
op, supply, install, test,
commission, operate
and manage the ICCC
for a five-year period.

TECHNICAL EMPOWERMENT OF STUDENTS

BJP MP and Bollywood actor Hema Malini distributes smartphones/tablets under a scheme for technical empower-
ment of students, in Mathura, Saturday, Jan. 14.

Kolkata, Jan 14 (PTI):

Microfinance institu-
tions, which have acted as
a financial support system
to low-income households
by offering credit access to
six crore borrowers in the
last few years, will play a
leading role in the growth
process of India, accord-
ing to a study.

From February 2017 to
June 2022, the MFI sector
underwent several trans-
formations in terms of in-
clusivity and expansion,
said the joint study con-
ducted by consultancy
m a j o r
PricewaterhouseCoopers(
PwC) and the Association
of Microfinance
Institutions of India.

According to the report,
the global market size of

the MFI industry is expect-
ed to grow by USD122.46
billion from 2021 to 2026 at
a compound annual
growth rate of 11.61 per
cent. Moreover, global de-
velopment agencies and
several governments have
made concerted efforts to
alleviate poverty through
micro-credits, it said.

From 2017 onwards, the
Indian MFI industry em-
braced the digital route by
using online delivery
channels, mobile banking
and e-wallets, paving the
way for the sector to adopt
digitisation at a large
scale. The future course of
the industry will be deter-
mined by the ability of
MFIs to forge partner-
ships, develop new prod-
ucts and investment chan-
nels and leverage technol-

ogy. The challenges that
the MFI sector will face
are the diverse nature of
customer segments such
as small farmers, vendors
and labourers.

"The consumer behav-
iour and loan require-
ments for different cus-
tomers may require varied
levels of services with fi-
nancial products and digi-
tal literacy," the study said.

It also said the depend-
ence on physical modes of
interaction poses a chal-
lenge for MFIs to reach
last-mile borrowers, which
has been evident during
the pandemic when group
gatherings could not be
held. Only technological
integration will be able to
assist MFIs in providing
services as well as repay-
ment collection processes.

MFIs to play leading
role in India’s 

economic growth
Gurugram, Jan 14: 
Ending the calendar year on a
positive note, Honda
Motorcycle & Scooter
India(HMSI) announced its
sales number for the month of
December 2022. The company’s
total sales for December’22
stood at 250,171. This includes
domestic sales of 233,151 units
and 17,020 units exports.
Noteworthy, the domestic sales
for the month registered 11%
growth over the same period of
last year which stood at 210,638
units. Commenting on HMSI’s
performance,  Atsushi Ogata,
Managing Director, President &
CEO, Honda Motorcycle &
Scooter India said, “The market
is gaining steady momentum
against previous months as well
as year-on-year basis. Factors
like healthy festival season,
good monsoon and increased
demand for personal mobility
has translated well to rise in
customer walk-ins & enquiries.
Our entire network is closely
engaging with customers via
both online & offline channels,
thus, making way for growth in
the coming time. 

HMSI closes 
Dec 22 with

250,171-unit sales

New Delhi, Jan 14 (PTI):

The CBIC on Saturday
said the customs depart-
ment is closely monitoring
import of toys and continu-
ously tackling newer modus
operandi adopted to circum-
vent the quality control and
safety norms.

The government earlier
this week said 18,600 toys
have been seized in the last
one month from major retail
stores, including those of
Hamleys and Archies, at air-
ports and malls across India
for lack of BIS quality mark
and use of fake licences.

In a tweet, the Central
Board of Indirect Taxes and
Customs (CBIC) said the
customs department is en-
gaged with both BIS and the
DGFT (Directorate General
of Foreign Trade) to thwart
attempts of circumventing
the quality control and safe-

ty checks. It said newer
modus operandi adopted to
circumvent the BIS restric-
tions by way of imports of
parts of toys, staggered im-
port of such parts through
different ports, and misdec-
laration of toys and their
parts as entirely different
items is being "continuously
tackled". "Indian Customs
has been closely monitoring
and addressing the problem
of import of toys which do
not meet BIS standards," the
CBIC tweeted.

CBIC's comment was in
response to a tweet by an in-
dividual who questioned
how customs clearance was
obtained during import of
toys which did not have BIS
quality mark.

Since January 1, 2021, the
government has made it
mandatory for toys to con-
form with safety norms
specified by the Bureau of
Indian Standards (BIS), a
national standard setting
body. The over 18,500 seized
toys over the last one month

were both locally manufac-
tured as well as imported.
Some of the toys did not
have mandatory BIS quality
mark, some had fake BIS li-
cence number and some
toys had 'origin of other
countries'.

The raids were conducted
in major retail stores, in-
cluding those of Hamleys,
Archies, WH Smith, Kids
Zone and Cococart, located
at major airports and malls
across the country.

Toys have also been
seized from the Archies
store at Ghaziabad's Pacific
Mall, WH Smith stores at
Hyderabad and Delhi air-
ports, Cococart stores at
Mumbai and Gujarat air-
ports, and Tiara Toys Zone
at Chennai airport, it said.

Besides, consumer protec-
tion regulator CCPA has
also issued notices to three
major e-commerce players
Amazon, Flipkart and
Snapdeal for alleged viola-
tion of toys quality control
order.

Customs dept closely 
monitoring toy imports: CBIC

Newer modus operandi
adopted to circumvent
BIS norms

Mumbai, Jan 14: 

Croma, India's first and most
trusted omnichannel electronics
retailer from the Tata Group,
has introduced one-of-its-kind
winter store that drives through
your city carrying winter essen-
tial appliances on a display to
give consumers a great experi-
ence. These mobile winter
stores provide home-style inte-
riors on wheels to visitors till
January, 2023, providing a sense
of cosiness and much-needed
warmth on-the-go in this win-
ter.      
As harsh winters settled in
most of the northern part of
India, Croma decided to bring
the winter essential electronics
closer to customers. One can
get hands on winter gadgets
like Hot and Cold ACs, Washer
Dryers, Geysers, Room Heaters,
Air Purifiers, and much more
from Croma Winter Store on

the Wheel. All the appliances in
the winter store are in a
switched-on mode, giving visi-
tors an opportunity to experi-
ence the products first-hand at
their convenience. Additionally,
all the appliances have a QR
code sticker attached to them
which will lead the potential
customers to the Croma web-
site to explore more details.
Visitors interested in buying
products from the Winter Store
on Wheels can share their con-
tact details and they will be
contacted by the nearest Croma
store.
Croma Winter store on wheels
will be in the following cities,
Faridabad, Gurgaon, Noida,
Ghaziabad, Lucknow, Ludhiana,
Jalandhar, Bathinda, Patiala,
Mohali, Zirakpur, Panchkula,
Bhopal, Indore, Raipur, Bhilai, in
the month of January and will
be stationed at prominent loca-
tions within the city. 

Croma ‘hot offers
in chill days’

New Delhi, Jany 14:

Ashok Leyland, the flag-
ship company of the
Hinduja group and the sec-
ond-largest manufacturer
of commercial vehicles in
India, is all set to extend
the data available from its
real-time monitored con-
nected network of 200,000
vehicles to insurance play-
ers and financiers for
making it advantageous
for consumers.

As a first step, the com-
pany is in the process of
roping in its in-house com-
pany Hinduja Leyland
Finance (HLF).

Through the telematics-
driven connected network,
the company helps vehi-
cles on the ground in pre-
dicting problems along
with quick support in case

of breakdowns to AI-based
customer solutions.

"We were the first com-
pany to deploy telematics,
which is level one of the
connected vehicles. That
has provided significant
value to our customers.

"Suppose if there is a
small change in the soft-
ware, you will have to go
and physically connect to
the vehicles.

"Similarly, if I have to di-
agnose the vehicle, I can
remotely access the vehi-

cle almost like a twin,"
said N Saravanan, chief
technology officer of
Ashok Leyland.

Saravanan added that
the company's plan is to
decrease the customer's
operating expenditure.

"The data can find if a
driver is driving safely.
Then the probability of an
accident will be lower.

"If we can show that this
customer's fleet is always
90 per cent loaded, there is
a much higher probability
that he will be able to pay
EMI. "We are looking to ex-
tend this data with our in-
house company HLF and
will do it with others
later," Saravanan added.

This is likely to bring
down insurance costs for
the consumer if his per-
formance is better.

Ashok Leyland’s telematics
is a next gen solution

Chennai, Jan 14 (PTI):
Public sector Indian Bank has
stepped up its offerings on its
digital transformation initiative
'Project WAVE' with the launch
of Kisan Credit Card loans to
farmers, the bank said on
Saturday. The city-headquar-
tered bank has rolled out online
facility to avail Kisan Credit Card
loans upto Rs 1.60 lakh and
renew agri-jewel loan upto Rs 4
lakh with a re-pledging system.
The bank in a statement said it
has partnered with auto-major
Maruti Suzuki India Ltd to pro-
vide digital auto financing lead
generation to customers.
Customers applying for foreign
remittances can do so through
the dedicated portal 'IND Trade
NXT'. "The inward foreign remit-
tances will be credited directly
into accounts on same day on
uploading required documents
by the customer," the bank said.

Indian Bank expands
digital offerings

under 'Project WAVE'
initiative

New Delhi, Jan 14 (PTI):

Competition watchdog
CCI's ruling against inter-
net giant Google is a step
towards the next phase of
digital revolution in India,
a top official of indigenous-
ly-developed apps platform
Indus OS said on Friday.

Indus OS Co-founder and
CEO Rakesh Deshmukh
said that the CCI ruling
against Google very clearly
encourages software inno-
vation, which will not only
help bring down the prices
of smartphone devices but
also ensure even further
digital penetration as op-
posed to stalling the
growth of the Android
ecosystem by pushing up
the device price point.

The CCI in October last
year slapped a Rs 1,337.76
crore fine on Google for ex-

ploiting its dominant posi-
tion with respect to
Android, which powers 97
per cent of smartphones in
India. It imposed another
Rs 936 crore penalty on the
US tech giant in a case re-
lated to its Play Store poli-
cies.

While in the first case,
CCI asked Google to allow
smartphone users on the
Android platform to unin-
stall apps and let them se-
lect a search engine of
their choice, the regulator

had asked the company to
take corrective steps on
policies that forced develop-
ers to use Google Play's
billing system to list their
apps on its Play Store.

Currently, one cannot
delete apps such as Google
Maps or YouTube from
their Android phones when
they come pre-installed.

"In its ruling, CCI has
categorically demonstrat-
ed multiple anti-competi-
tive actions carried out by
Google in the last decade.
In fact, it scuttled Indian
entrepreneurs in the
Android ecosystem with
unfair and restrictive
Google policies. The CCI
ruling against Google is a
step towards ushering in
the next phase of digital
revolution in the coun-
try," Deshmukh said in a
statement.

CCI ruling against Google a step towards
next phase of digital revolution: Indus OS

Rakesh Deshmukh

SBI Life’s eShield
Next secures 
family future

Mumbai, Jan 14: 
In the present era, everyone
wants to secure his/her fami-
ly’s future. For this, they take
various measures to safe-
guarded the future of their
loved ones. One of the most
reliable and cost effective
solution is having a Term insur-
ance plan that secures the
financial future of the family in
absence of the insured’s with-
out burning a hole in the pock-
et. However, it is also impor-
tant to understand if your term
insurance is future-ready, does
it level up to your needs as you
achieve life’s prominent mile-
stones. These important mile-
stones are getting married,
starting a family or buying a
house etc. Consider this sce-
nario, like most financially
aware individuals, you’ve
bought a term insurance early
in life to ensure basic financial
safety net.

Atlanta, Jan 14 (AP):

Delta Air Lines said
Friday that it earned 828
million in the fourth quar-
ter and that consumers are
still snapping up flights
and making purchases
with their airline-branded
credit cards.

The Atlanta-based air-
line said momentum has
carried over into the new
year, as the travel industry
continues to recover from
the worst of the pandemic.

Delta shares fell nearly
5% Friday morning, how-
ever, after the airline gave
a disappointing outlook
for first-quarter earnings.

CEO Ed Bastian said the
forecast included the esti-
mated cost of a new con-

tract for pilots, which is
awaiting a ratification
vote, while many analysts
did not consider that ex-
pense in their predictions.

Delta's report came a
day after American
Airlines delivered a rosy
update on its fourth quar-
ter, saying that rising rev-
enue would push earnings
per share to nearly double

the amount that Wall
Street expected.

Both carriers and other
U.S. airlines have been
helped by strong demand
for travel and a limited
number of flights a combi-
nation that has pushed
fares higher.

Airlines say that a short-
age of pilots, especially at
regional feeder airlines,

has curtailed their ability
to operate more flights.

However, Delta expects
to be operating at around
full pre-pandemic levels by
this summer. Investors are
starting to worry that as
airlines become convinced
that the travel recovery is
permanent, they will add
flights in a bid to grab a
bigger share of the market
and wind up driving fares
lower. That is good for
travellers but bad for air-
line investors, and it has
happened many times in
the industry. However, it is
unclear whether con-
sumers will continue to
spend freely on travel
while facing higher prices
for food, housing and
other essentials.

MODELS WALK THE RAMP

Models walk the ramp displaying the collection of fashion designer Tarun Tahiliani
during an event of the Mumbai Marathon, in Mumbai.

Holiday payoff: Delta Air Lines
posts $828M profit in 4Q



The makers of crime
thriller Farzi starring
Shahid Kapoor and

Vijay Sethupathi dropped
the trailer on Friday.

Created by Raj and DK,
the crime thriller marks the
digital debut of Shahid
Kapoor and Vijay
Sethupathi.

The series also stars Kay
Kay Menon, Raashii
Khanna, Amol Palekar,
Regina Cassandra and
Bhuvan Arora in pivotal
roles, and will stream in
India and across 240 coun-
tries and territories start-
ing February 10.

The trailer gives a
glimpse into the life of a
small-time con artist Sunny,
who finds himself drawn
into the dark while creating
a perfect con. However, a
fiery and unconventional
task force officer has made
it his mission to rid the na-
tion of the threat he poses.
Spanning eight episodes,
'Farzi' is a fast-paced, edgy,
one-of-a-kind crime thriller,
with the director duo's
trademark humour,
stitched around a clever un-
derdog street artist's pur-

suit to con the system that
favours the rich.

Speaking about the se-
ries on the trailer

launch day, Shahid Kapoor
said, "...And working with
such brilliant co-actors like
Vijay Sethupathi, Nanu
(Amolji), Kay Kay Menon,
Raashii had its own charm.
Playing Artist aka Sunny
wasn't simple, the character
is quite complex, his situa-
tions and his greed for a bet-
ter life makes him take
some decisions which he
has not necessarily thought
through." "I am quite sure
that the audience will love
the show, they will enjoy the
humour, the grit and the
overall story, it will keep
them on the edge of their
seats. And of course, Prime
Video will be taking this se-
ries to a worldwide audi-
ence, usse better kya hi ho
sakta hai, that people
around the world get to
watch this amazing con-
tent." Vijay added: "It has
been an absolute pleasure
working with the dynamic
duo Raj and DK and along-
side Shahid Kapoor, who is
both a talented actor and a
wonderful person. It was in-
credible to work with such a
brilliant team and create
something as mind blowing
as Farzi. I can't think of a
better digital debut, and I'm
excited for the series' global
release."

ACROSS
1. Highland miss
5. William or Sean
9. Fat
14. Voice range
15. Shakespeare's river
16. Nile animal, for short
17. Earth
18. Eye-opener
20. Pulsate
22. Constructs

23. Talks back
25. Coal source
27. Renter
29. Engrave with acid
33. Aardvarks
37. Halt!
38. Alert
39. Epsom ____
41. Make money
42. Impersonated
43. Wobbling

45. Chatters
46. Mail friend (2 wds.)
47. Undiluted
48. Snow vehicle
53. Moon feature
57. Pond growth
58. Misleading clue (2 wds.)
63. Ultimatum word
64. Basketball's Shaquille ____
65. Soft cheese
66. College woman
67. Mails
68. Capri or Man
69. Fling

DOWN
1. Continues
2. Oahu greeting
3. Mixes
4. Performs alone
5. Golf goal
6. Genesis woman
7. It follows Oct.
8. Vane dir.
9. Midwest airport
10. Snack
11. Heroic
12. Blot
13. Eternities
19. Gave temporarily
21. Greek letter
24. Gels
25. Actress ____ Dietrich
26. Foot part
28. Tidier

29. Water jug
30. Asian language
31. Iowa crop
32. Dangle
33. On vacation
34. ____ Valley (vineyard site)
35. Difficult journey
36. Conclusions
40. Amtrak stops (abbr.)
44. Jazz's ____ Fitzgerald
46. Feline sound
47. Rinds
49. Vote in
50. Arctic shelter
51. Vapors
52. Obeys
53. Farm yield
54. Nevada resort
55. Summer drinks
56. Not this
59. Batter's stat
60. Tax inits.
61. Zilch
62. Mild exclamation
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Vijay Sethupathi:
Shahid Kapoor is 
a talented actor, 

wonderful person

MX Studios, the in-
house content
studio of MX

Player, associated with
Dubai Economy &
Tourism, for an adven-
ture-packed three episod-
ic mini-series, ‘A Spin
Around Dubai,’ featuring
siblings Jamie and Jesse
Lever. The mini-series re-
leased on MX Player is a
hit with travel and adven-
ture enthusiasts. The sib-
ling duo, who took up the
challenge for an un-
planned trip, have now re-
vealed the fulfilling expe-
riences of the various ac-
tivities that they explored
in Dubai and gave them
an adrenaline rush.

Talking about her

shooting experience,
Jamie said, “We have
been to Dubai a few times
before but were unaware
of its diverse offerings. It
is through MX Player’s
mini-series ‘A Spin
Around Dubai’ that we
got to experience the un-
explored side of the city.
It was wonderful, and we
were so happy that we,
being a sibling duo, could
do something like this. Or
else, we see couples going
on such trips together.”

She further added,
“From experiencing the
breathtaking sunrise in a
hot air balloon to the edge
walk on the 53rd floor of
the Sky Views
Observatory, it was cer-

tainly an unforgettable
experience. The hot air
balloon ride was some-
thing unique to experi-
ence, and even the locals
weren’t aware that it was
astonishing. While I was
a little nervous about the
city sightseeing from the
heights, the safety meas-
ures were in place, and it
was a thrilling experi-
ence.”

A Spin Around Dubai
explores a unique jour-
ney to Dubai filled with
twists and turns by the
comedy duo with no itin-
erary and just a spinning
wheel in hand that de-
cides their fate in the new
city. The series is now
streaming on MX Player.

‘Everything was done
in a single take!’

'Kundali 'Bhagya'
actress Shraddha
Arya talked

about the entire se-
quence for which she will
be donning the look of a
sardar in the show and
she also added that it was
quite challenging to get
into the look.

She shared: "'Kundali
Bhagya' has been a chal-
lenging show for me
since the start, and
there's no doubt that I'm
enjoying every bit of it
and learning a lot. When
I got to know that Anjum
Fakih and I will be im-
personating as turban-
clad sardars, I was very
excited." In the recent
episodes, Preeta
(Shraddha Arya) and
Srishti (Anjum Fakih)
decided to disguise them-
selves as sardars so that
they can enter Arjun's
(Shakti Arora) house and
find out his real identity.

The actress, who
worked in TV shows such
as 'Main Lakshmi Tere
Aangan Ki', 'Tumhari
Paakhi' and 'Dream Girl'
shared further about the
challenges they faced
while getting into the
look of Sikh men.

"In fact, initially, it
was a little difficult
and uncomfortable
for me to act wear-
ing a turban and stick
on a fake beard and

moustache for so many
hours, but I must say it
was a very different expe-
rience altogether. But I
am sure we also looked
really delightful in this
disguise," she concluded.

'Kundali Bhagya' airs
on Zee TV.

Shraddha Arya found it difficult
to act with turban, fake beard

As per the Hindu cal-
endar, the auspicious
occasion of Makar

Sankranti would be cele-
brated on the 14th of
January this year.
Renewing ourselves with
every festival that marks a
fresh start is something
Indians do well! Looking at
this tradition, stars of Sony
Entertainment Television's
library of shows talk about
how they plan to celebrate
Makar Sankranti.

Aditi Dev Sharma who
essays the role of Katha in
Kathaa Ankahee shares,
“Being a Punjabi we cele-
brate Makar Sankranti as
Lohri. Lohri marks the be-

ginning of festivities in our
country which means wel-
coming positivity, good
vibes and blessings of the
almighty. I am extremely ex-
cited about the festival this
year as I will try to spend it
with my family and have a
lot of fun together. We will
buy some colourful kites
and munch on some mouth-
watering til ke ladoos.

On this auspicious day, I
hope this year brings you
incredible opportunities to
accomplish your biggest
goals and experience the
transformational rewards
of your hard work. Wishing
you a happy and prosperous
M a k a r
S a n k r a n t i ! ” A e t a s h a a
Sansgiri who essays the role
of Ahilyabai in Punyashlok
Ahilyabai says, “Makar
Sankranti holds a great sig-
nificance for me. What I like
most about the festival is
that we wear black on this
day and black, my favourite
colour, makes me happy. In
my childhood, my mother
used to make black silk
frocks for me which I wore
so fondly. And even now I
have a lot of black sarees
which I love to wear espe-
cially on this occasion.

Chinmayee Salvi aka Sakhi
Wagle from Sony SAB’s

Wagle Ki Duniya - Nayi Peedhi
Naye Kissey:
“Every year, my mom makes fan-
tastic til laddoos, made with jag-
gery, secret ingredients and loads
of love! My day starts with eating
my favourite Maharashtrian deli-
cacy called Gulachi Poli, followed
by flying kites. My fondest mem-
ories from childhood include fly-
ing kites with my friends and hav-
ing til ke laddoos. Our Marathi
culture has a saying that comes
with this sweet - ‘Til gul ghya ni
goad goad bola'. So, this festive
season, we must think positively,
and quit all negativities. I pray
this Makar Sankranti brings lots
of prosperity and happiness in
everyone’s life, and I hope every-
thing becomes normal as before.”
Karuna Pandey aka Pushpa Patel
from Sony SAB’s Pushpa
Impossible: “Uttarayan is the
Hindi word for "enjoying to the
maximum." During the festival, I
enjoy flying kites, and the best
part is that it functions like a ter-
race party where you can also eat
delicious winter foods. Every
year, I greatly look forward to the
festival. This year, I will be cele-
brating the festival with my fami-
ly and wishing everyone a very
Happy Makar Sankranti and
Happy Uttarayan.”

Sony SAB artists
express feelings of

Makar Sankranti

Sony TV actors talk about
new beginnings on the

festive occasion

Bollywood actor Vicky Kaushal
on Friday shared that he has

reached "city number 10" to
resume shooting for his upcom-
ing film 'Sam Bahadur'. Without
revealing the city's name, Vicky
took to Instagram, where he
shared a selfie and wrote:
"Touchdown city no.10... Time to
meet Sam again!" In the image,
he is seen sitting in a plane look-
ing outside the window dressed
in a grey sweatshirt paired with
a baseball cap and sunglasses.
The film also stars Sanya
Malhotra as Sam Manekshaw's
wife Silloo and Fatima Sana
Shaikh as former Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi. 'Sam Bahadur' is
based on the life of India's first
Field Marshal Sam Manekshaw,
and his career in the Indian Army
over four decades and multiple
wars. Directed by Meghna
Gulzar, the film also stars Neeraj
Kabi, Edward Sonnenblick,
Richard Bhakti Klein, Saqib Ayub
and Krishna Kant Singh Bundela,
among others.

Vicky Kaushal 
reaches ‘city no. 10’ 

to shoot for 'Sam
Bahadur’

Actress Shruti
Haasan has
slammed a report

claiming that she missed
the 'Waltair Veerayya'
event due to "mental is-
sues". Directed by K. S.
Ravindra, the film stars
Shruti with Chiranjeevi,
Ravi Teja and Catherine
Tresa.

The daughter of actor-
politician Kamal Haasan
shared that she had viral
fever, due to which she
skipped the event.

Sharing screenshots on
social media of several
media reports which
claimed Shruti Haasan
has "mental problems"
and is undergoing treat-
ment, she wrote: "Ok so

here's the thing, misinfor-
mation like this and the
over dramatisation or
flippant handling of such
subjects is what makes
people afraid to talk about
mental health…Guess
what? It doesn't work."

"I will always be a men-
tal health advocate I will
always promote taking
care of myself in all as-
pects. Oh and…I had a
viral fever so nice try get
over yourselves and while
you are at it please talk to a
therapist. No really, please
do," she added. 'Waltair
Veerayya' is set to release
on January 13. The Telugu
original and the dubbed
Hindi version will be out
on the same day.

Shruti Haasan tells why
she missed ‘Waltair

Veerayya’ event
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Rourkela, Jan 14 (PTI):

Three-time champions
Netherlands began their
campaign in style, outplay-
ing Malaysia 4-0 while
New Zealand defeated
Chile 3-1 in Pool C matches
of the FIH Men's Hockey
World Cup here on
Saturday.

In the opening match of
the day, Sam Hiha (11th,
18th minutes) scored two
field goals in the opening

two quarters, while Sam
Lane opened the account
for the Black Sticks with
another field strike in the
ninth minute.

Chile's lone goal came
from the stick of Ignacio
Contardo in the 49th
minute.

In the other match of
Pool C, Thijs van Dam
scored a field goal in the
19th minute to hand world
no.3 Netherlands, who
won the title in 1973, 1990

and 1998, the lead before
Jip Janssen converted a
penalty stroke four min-
utes later.

Teun Beins (46th) made
it 3-0 for the Netherlands
by converting a penalty
corner a minute into the
fourth and final quarter,
while Jorrit Croon scored
the final goal a minute be-
fore the final hooter.

The Dutchman are atop
Pool C on account of bet-
ter goal difference than

New Zealand, who also
have three points from the
win. While Netherlands
and New Zealand will lock
horns in their next pool
match on Monday,
Malaysia will take on
Chile on the same day.

Later in the day, reign-
ing world champions
Belgium will be up against
Korea, while world no.4
Germany will take on
Japan in Pool B matches
in Bhubaneswar.

Hockey WC: Netherlands, New
Zealand make winning start in Pool C

Netherland player Jip Janssen(27) celebrates with his teammates after scoring a goal against Malaysia during FIH Odisha Hockey Men's
World Cup 2023, in Rourkela, Odisha, Saturday, Jan. 14.

Thiruvananthapuram, Jan 14 (PTI):

A series clean sweep in
sight, Indian team is un-
likely to tinker with its
batting line-up but skipper
Rohit Sharma could be
tempted to look at some of
his bowling options dur-
ing the final ODI against
Sri Lanka on Sunday.

Having already sealed
the series with contrasting
wins -- a comfortable one
while defending in
Guwahati and a hard-
fought one while chasing
in Kolkata -- Rohit's men
wouldn't mind a bit more
clinical effort against the
island nation in last match
of the tour.

A 3-0 series win before
taking on a better-quality
opposition in New Zealand
in less than 72 hours time
will keep the team in good
stead.

All the top five batters,
including all-rounder
Hardik Pandya will not
mind some more batting
time against a decent Sri
Lankan attack at the
Greenfields Stadium
which is known to assist
bowlers. Hence the possi-
ble changes could happen
in bowling line-up.

With India playing six
50-over games in a space of
14 days -- three against Sri
Lanka and as many
against New Zealand,
Mohammed Shami's work-

load will be of primary
concern for the Indian
team management.

In the absence of Jasprit
Bumrah, Shami is expect-
ed to shoulder the respon-
sibility of leading the
Indian attack during the
Border-Gavaskar Trophy
Tests, so his workload

would need the maximum
monitoring.

He is expected to bowl
close to 125 to 130 overs
across the four Tests, fit-
ness permitting.

Arshdeep Singh, the left-
arm seamer, could be tried
out for variations as he
also needs some game

time after getting the
rough end of the stick
against the Lankans in
one of the T20 games.

If the wicket is con-
ducive, Arshdeep could be
more than a handful for
the Lankan batters with
his ability to get ball back
into the right handers or
straighten it on middle
stump channel.

Kuldeep Yadav had once
again got a Player of the
match award and while he
replaced an injured
Yuzvendra Chahal (shoul-
der niggle), it would be in-
teresting to see what Rohit
and head coach Rahul
Dravid would do if the
right-arm wrist spinner
gets fit.

Kuldeep has endured
the misfortune of being
left out after winning the
'Player of the Match'
award in Chattogram Test
and in case Chahal is fit,
he is still considered as the
first choice wrist spinner.

Axar Patel, who has
been team's 'go to' man
across formats, will be tak-
ing a break for a personal
commitment during the
New Zealand series.

If the team wants to
check out Washington
Sundar before the series
against Black Caps, the
third ODI is an ideal plat-
form.

3rd ODI: India might look at
bowling options in dead rubber

Match starts: 1.30 pm IST.

Rourkela, Jan 14 (PTI):

A perfect start to their
campaign with a domi-
nant win over Spain,
notwithstanding, India
will face a stern test
when they take on an
equally impressive
England in their second
pool match of the FIH
Men's Hockey World Cup
here on Sunday.

India outclassed Spain
2-0 with a near flawless
show in their opening
Pool D match on Friday
at the brand new Birsa
Munda stadium but
England is an equally
tough side, if not more.

The home team cannot
drop the intensity and
quality it showed against
Spain as England too are
on a high after a 5-0
thrashing of Wales in
their opening match.

Egged on by a packed
crowd at the 21,000 capac-
ity Birsa Munda stadi-
um, India showcased su-
perb attacking hockey in
the first two quarters and
scored through local hero
Amit Rohidas from a
penalty corner before
Hardik Singh doubled
the lead with a brilliant

solo effort. Skipper
Harmanpreet Singh and

his deputy Rohidas then
produced a defensive

masterclass -- which im-
pressed head coach
Graham Reid.

Harmanpreet and Co.
would look to dish out an-
other strong defensive
show against England,
who scored at least one
goal each in all the four
quarters.

"It is good to get the
first game. What was
pleasing was the defen-
sive effort and we han-
dled the ball very well.
There weren't too many
people who did not play
well. That is what you
need to win a World Cup.
We need to continue it in
the next game," Reid
said. "The boys were able
to take the ball out of the
goal. We also got in front
a lot and that was very
important. We were first
with the ball and that
makes a lot of difference
in this sort of game."

Veteran PR Sreejesh
and Krishan Bahadur
Pathak were also in their
elements in front of the
Indian goal but their
English counterpart
Oliver Payne was no less
as he thwarted some de-
termined efforts from the
Welshmen, especially in

the final quarter.
The only weakness of

the Indians was penalty
corners as they could not
directly convert any of
the five they secured
against Spain.

Harmanpreet, the best
player and top scorer of
the team in almost every
tournament in recent
years, had an off day by
his high standards, as he
missed a penalty stroke
besides failing to find the
target from penalty cor-
ners.

England are one rung
above India at fifth in
world rankings and there
is not much to differenti-
ate between the two sides
in the past year and his-
torically also.

Last year, the two sides
played three matches
against each other with
their last game, played at
the Commonwealth
Games in Birmingham,
ending in a 4-4 draw.
They played out a 3-3
draw in the first leg of
FIH Pro League before
India won 4-3 in the sec-
ond, both games played
in April.

Spain conquered, England test awaits
India in men’s hockey WC

Match Starts at 7pm IST.

Indian team captain Harmanpreet Singh and Hardik Singh share
light moments during their training session on the eve of the their
match against England at FIH Odisha Hockey Men's World Cup
2023 in , Rourkela, Odisha, Saturday, Jan. 14.

Nonthaburi , Jan 14 (PTI):

The top-seeded Indian team of
Yuki Bhambri and Saketh
Myneni came from behind to
win the Bangkok Open title,
their sixth together on the ATP
Challenger Tour, as they beat
Christopher Rungkat and Akira
Santillan here on Saturday.
Playing their seventh final
together, the Indians beat the
Indonesian-Australian combo
2-6 7-6(7) 14-12 in an exciting
and close final, that lasted one
hour and 50 minutes.

Yuki and Saketh, who joined
forces last year, made six
Challenger finals and won five
of them between April and
October last year.
The win on Saturday is likely
to give the 28-year-old Yuki his
career-high doubles rank of 90
while the big-serving Myneni,
35, should also touch a career-
best 74 in the ATP doubles
chart. They will next compete
in the Australian Open -- the
season's first Grand Slam --
where they have been given a
wild card entry.

Indian pair of Yuki-Saki
wins Bangkok Open

Challenger title

New Delhi, Jan 14 (PTI):

Suryakumar Yadav has
been added to India's Test
team for the upcoming
Border-Gavaskar series
against Australia with
wicketkeeper-batter Ishan
Kishan getting his maiden
call-up in the longer ver-
sion.

Prithvi Shaw, who
struck a career-best 379 in
a Ranji Trophy match
against Assam, has been
rewarded with a call-up for
the T20 International se-
ries against New Zealand
while KS Bharath re-
placed KL Rahul in the
ODI set-up for the New
Zealand tour. Ravindra
Jadeja, who is recuperat-
ing from knee surgery, has
been included in the Test
squad subject to fitness.
Jasprit Bumrah hasn't
been selected on expected
lines as he is far from

being match-fit, which is
required to play five-day
cricket. Rahul and Axar
Patel have been given a
break of two weeks during
the New Zealand series for
"family commitments".
The Chetan Sharma-led
new selection committee
could not ignore Surya's
current form as he got his
second call-up in a Test
squad. He had earlier been
a cover in 2021 at Kanpur
during a Test series
against New Zealand.

Auckland, Jan 14 (AP):

French veteran Richard
Gasquet added another
milestone in a career of ex-
traordinary longevity on
Saturday when he beat
Cameron Norrie 4-6 6-4 6-4
at the ASB Classic to claim
his 16th ATP Tour title.

The 36-year-old Gasquet
has just begun his 20th year
on tour and came into his
first Auckland final as a
substantial underdog to
12th-ranked Norrie, who
was a finalist in Auckland
four years ago. Gasquet is
ranked 67 and recently
passed 900 weeks in the top
100.

Gasquet scrambled for
points throughout the
match and came up with an
outstanding final set to
deny Norrie the title in his
"home" tournament.
Norrie was raised in New
Zealand and has dreamed
since childhood of winning
the Auckland tournament.

Gasquet also has had a
long-time dream of playing
in New Zealand. As a fan of
rugby he has been an ad-
mirer of New Zealand's All
Blacks rugby team and
thought of New Zealand

often in another sporting
context. "It's my first time
here in New Zealand but I
really love rugby and I'm a
big fan," Gasquet said.

"I talked a lot to French
(rugby) players about how
special it was to play here
in New Zealand and in
Auckland. I grew up watch-
ing the (All Blacks') haka,
even at the Stade de France.

"I always wanted to play
here but I couldn't do it
while I was coming
through. It's 20 years on the
tour and finally I came here
and I'm really happy."

Gasquet said the first set
was "crazy" and he couldn't
make a point. He was on
the back foot through most
of the set after Norrie
broke him in the fourth
game. But he showed the
fight that he kept up
throughout the match,
breaking back in the ninth
game being broken again
and conceding the set in 42
minutes.

Melbourne, Jan 14 (PTI):

A disappointed
Australian leg-spinner
Adam Zampa feels that he
might need to look beyond
revival of his red ball career
after being ignored for the
four-Test series in India
starting next month.

For next month's India
tour, national selection
chairman George Bailey
and coach Andrew
McDonald opted for
Queensland leg-spinner
Mitch Swepson as their
only option. The other spin-
ners in the side are Ashton
Agar, uncapped Todd
Murphy and veteran
Nathan Lyon. "I'm very dis-
appointed, I would loved to
have been on it. I thought
with the way that I've been
going in international
cricket in particular that
this was going to be my op-
portunity (to play Test
cricket)," Zampa was quoted
as saying by cricket.com.au.

Zampa mulling on
taking call on red ball

career after India
tour omission

Surya, Ishan called for Test
series against Australia

Prithvi recalled 
for NZ T20Is

Richard Gasquet beats Cameron
Norrie in Auckland ATP final

Richard Gasquet of France cel-
ebrates his win over Britain’s
Cameron Norrie during their

singles final match at the
Auckland Classic tennis tour-

nament in Auckland on
January 14.

Benoni, Jan 14:

India thrashed South
Africa by seven wickets
to start its U19 Women’s
T20 World Cup on a high.
Shweta Sehrawat
smashed 92 off 57 balls
while captain Shafali
Verma hit a 16-ball 45 as
India overhauled the 167-
run target with 21 balls to
spare on Saturday.

A comprehensive win
for India to kickstart its
campaign. Shweta
Sehrawat was at her flu-
ent best as she made light
work of the South
African attack with an
unbeaten 92 off 57 balls,
which included a whop-
ping 20 fours. The vice-
captain was aided by cap-
tain Shafali Verma, who

slammed a 16-ball 45, in
the Power Play, which
yielded 70 runs. Despite
losing Shafali in the
eighth over, Sehrawat en-
sured the chase didn’t
lose steam and consis-
tently found the bound-
ary as India sailed home
with 21 balls to spare.
Earlier South Africa
Women scored 166/5 in 20

overs . Simone Lourens
61 in 44 balls with the
help of 9 fours and a six.

Another match of the
day, Bangladesh women
upset mighty Australia
by 7 wickets. Australia
scored 130 for 5 in 20
overs. Bangladesh chased
down the target in 18
overs for the loss of three
wickets.

India thrash South
Africa by seven wickets

U19 Women’s T20 World Cup

Shweta
Sehrawat

smashed 92 off 
57 balls.
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Former bank official held for
fraudulently transferring 19 cr
from clients’ account into own

New Delhi, Jan 14 (PTI): 

A former assistant vice-
president of a bank was
arrested for allegedly
transferring more than Rs
19 crore from the clients'
accounts into his own
fraudulently, police said
on Saturday. The accused
has been identified as
Nagendra Kumar, they
said. The vigilance depart-
ment of the bank filed a
complaint stating that
Kumar was their employ-
ee and posted at the
Barakhamba Road
branch, a senior police of-
ficer said.

On August 7, 2020, two
account holders disputed
some debit transactions
from their accounts
through the cash manage-
ment portal (CMS) of the

bank, the officer said.
The bank later came to

know that Kumar trans-
ferred Rs 19.80 crore from
these accounts to his own
accounts in different
banks. The complainant
bank contacted the banks
in which the amount was
transferred by the accused
and got the cheated money
back into the victims' ac-
counts, Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(Economic Offence Wing)
Jitendra Kumar Meena
said.

Kumar, being the assis-
tant vice-president in the
department of implemen-
tation and client support,
had permissions to read
and write in the host-to-
host banking system (se-
cure file transfer protocol)
of the bank, police said.

Jammu, Jan 14 (PTI): 

Security agencies have
effectively controlled vio-
lence in Jammu and
Kashmir and are giving a
befitting reply to those who
are trying to fulfil their "po-
litical goals" through proxy
war, a top army command-
er said on Saturday.

At a Veterans Day rally
in Rajouri, General Officer
Commanding-in-Chief,
Northern Command, Lt
Gen Upendra Dwivedi also
announced that the board
of governors of the Army
Welfare Housing
Organization has approved
a housing project for the
veterans and requested
them to make it successful.

"Rajouri is the land of
heroes and has never al-
lowed the conspiracies and
nefarious plans of the
neighbouring nation to suc-
ceed. Security agencies

have effectively controlled
violence and a befitting
reply is being given to those
who are trying to fulfil
their political goals with
the help of this proxy war,"
he said.

Greeting the partici-
pants for the seventh
Veterans Day rally in
Rajouri, Lt Gen Dwivedi
said its main objective is to
find out the problems of
ex-servicemen living in
the Union Territory and to
solve those as soon as pos-
sible with the help of the
administration.

"AWHO Board of
Governors, Jammu, has
approved a housing proj-
ect and conducted a de-
mand survey advertise-
ment, fulfilling the long-
standing demand of our
Jammu and Kashmir vet-
erans. You can apply for
this project with your
domicile certificate from

January 15 to February
15," he said. Land acquisi-
tion will be done based
on the response received
and the project will start
soon, the army com-
mander said.

He said a hostel for
children of the heroes
and ex-servicemen in
Srinagar is in the tender
stage and it is targeted to
be completed at the earli-
est in the financial year
2023-24. The Jammu and
Kashmir administration
has appointed nodal po-
lice officers of DSP rank
to redress the griev-
ances of ex-servicemen
in all 20 districts of the
Union Territory, Lt Gen
Dwivedi said.

He said the Centre had
approved an amend-
ment in the scheme of
One Rank One Pension
on December 23 last
year, including the secu-

rity personnel who retired
after July 1, 2014.

Chamoli DM says resettlement 
package being prepared in 

interest of affected
Dehradun, Jan 14 (PTI): 

The resettlement and
rehabilitation package
for the people affected in
s u b s i d e n c e - h i t
Joshimath is being
prepared keeping in
mind the interests of
stakeholders, an offi-
cial said on Saturday.

Chamoli District
Magistrate Himanshu
Khurana who met the
affected families stay-
ing in relief camps in
Joshimath on Friday
night said the stake-
holders want to be
compensated in differ-
ent ways.

"Some want cash
compensation, some
have their land where

they want to build hous-
es while others want to
be relocated elsewhere
within Joshimath," 
he said.

Convict in 2005 killing of IOC whistleblower
Manjunath released for good conduct

Lakhimpur Kheri (UP), Jan 14 (PTI): 

One of the convicts
serving life imprison-
ment for the sensational
2005 killing of Indian Oil
Corporation official and
whistleblower S
Manjunath has been re-
leased from prison follow-
ing good conduct, a jail of-
ficial said on Saturday.

Targeted by the oil
adulteration mafia,
Manjunath (27), an alum-
nus of IIM Lucknow, was
gunned down in Gola
area of Lakhimpur Kheri
on November 19, 2005
after he threatened to can-
cel a petrol pump's licence
for selling spurious fuel.

"Shivkesh Giri alias
Lalla, who was serving

life imprisonment, had
completed 16 years. He
was released from district
jail on January 8. He had
shown good conduct,"
jailor of Lakhimpur
Kheri district jail Pankaj
Kumar Singh told PTI.

Giri and five other ac-
cused were serving life
imprisonment in
Lakhimpur Kheri district
jail for killing of
Manjunath, who hailed
from Karnataka.

The Supreme Court
had in March 2015 upheld
the life imprisonment
awarded to the six men by
the high court.

The killing had sparked
massive outrage. Police
had filed a charge sheet
against eight persons. A

sessions court had sen-
tenced the main accused
and petrol pump owner
Pawan Kumar Mittal
alias Monu to death,
while seven others were
awarded life imprison-
ment.

The accused moved the
Allahabad High Court,
which on December 12,
2009 commuted Mittal's
punishment to life im-
prisonment.

Two of the accused -
Harish Mishra and
Sanjay Awasthi - were ac-
quitted. The life impris-
onment of the other five -
Shivkesh Giri alias Lalla,
Vivek Sharma, Devesh
Agnihotri, Rakesh and
Rajesh Verma - was up-
held.

New Delhi, Jan 14 (PTI): 

Filmmaker Leena
Manimekalai has moved
the Supreme Court seeking
clubbing and quashing of
multiple FIRs registered
against her in various
states over a poster of her
upcoming documentary
film showing goddess Kali
smoking a cigarette.

The plea seeks to club
and quash the FIRs regis-
tered against her in Delhi,
Uttar Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh and Uttarakhand
over the poster, which
shows Manimekalai herself
dressed as goddess Kali and
smoking a cigarette while
holding a pride flag.

The filmmaker has also
sought an ex-parte stay of
the criminal proceedings
emanating from these
FIRs. The plea was men-
tioned before a bench of
Chief Justice DY
Chandrachud and Justice
PS Narasimha for urgent
listing. The bench said
Manimekalai's plea will be
taken up for hearing on
January 20.

In her plea,
Manimekalai has said her
attempt as a creative film-
maker was not to offend
the religious sentiment of
anyone but to depict the
image of a radically inclu-
sive goddess. She has said
her documentary film

shows the broadminded
traits of the goddess. She
has made the four states re-
spondents in her plea,
along with individual re-
spondents. Her writ peti-
tion was filed in December
but was registered on
January 11.

Manimekalai has chal-
lenged the proceedings
against her in the districts
courts of Hazratganj in
Lucknow, Ratlam, Bhopal
and Indore in Madhya
Pradesh, Haridwar in
Uttarakhand and Delhi.
The filmmaker has said
she has faced death threats
and open calls for behead-
ing, after she tweeted the
poster of her film.

Kolkata, Jan 14 (PTI): 

Union Education
Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan Saturday said
the Centre will soon
despatch a team to review
implementation of mid-
day meal scheme in differ-
ent parts of West Bengal.

Pradhan told reporters
after a closed door organi-
sational meeting of BJP
here, that the joint team
will consist of central and
state officials and its ar-
rival will be announced
soon.

"We had read about
some reports about irreg-
ularities in midday meal
(PM Poshan Scheme) in
newspapers. On January
5, Leader of Opposition
Suvendu Adhikari had
also submitted a note

about largescale irregu-
larities on the same issue.
Hence while in 2020 the
state had objected to the
visit of any such joint re-
view mission (JRM), this
time we are determined
to send a JRM.

"Central officials, state
officials and experts from
the state will be part of
the proposed team," he
added.

Adhikari, in a letter to
Pradhan on January 5,
urged the Union
Education minister to
send a central audit team
to probe alleged
largescale misappropria-
tion of midday meal
funds.

The Mamata Banerjee
government recently al-
lotted an additional Rs 371
crore for chicken and sea-

sonal fruits to be served
once weekly in addition
to the existing midday
meal menu of rice, potato,
soyabean and eggs once
in a week for the 11.6 mil-
lion children in state-run
and aided schools.

Asked about recent
claim by Trinamool
Congress National
General Secretary
Abhishek Banerjee that
many BJP MLAs had
been in touch with him,
Pradhan said "TMC is
making such claims as it
understands BJP has be-
come the first choice
among the people of West
Bengal. Out of fear of los-
ing power the TMC has
resorted to peddling such
lies."

"Our candidates were
stopped from submitting

nominations in the 2018
panchayat polls and we
got 18 seats in the 2019
Lok Sabha polls. In the
2021 Assembly elections,
we became the number
one opposition party in
West Bengal. Now with
several TMC leaders in
jail for corruption,
Trinamool can see the
writing on the wall and
making such wild claims
out of desperation" he
said.

The TMC national gen-
eral secretary made such
a claim at a public meet-
ing in Nadia district in
December last year. He
had claimed though
many BJP MLAs had sent
feelers to TMC, but the
party will keep its guards
on and "we have our own
process of screening." 
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Armed Forces personnel perform 'Juggling stunts' during a function on the occasion of Armed Forces Veterans Day,
in Dehradun, Saturday.

JUGGLING STUNTS

A camel is ready to participate in the 'Camel Decoration Competition' at International Camel Festival, in
Bikaner, Saturday.

CAMEL FESTIVAL

Centre to send team to review implementation
of midday meal scheme in WB: Pradhan

Goddess Kali poster row

Filmmaker Leena Manimekalai moves
SC for quashing of FIRs against her

EPFO staff get bicycles
to cut carbon

Jammu, Jan 14 (PTI): 

In a eco-friendly initiative
to help in making Jammu a
carbon-neutral city, the
Employees' Provident Fund
Organisation (EPFO) has
decided to give bicycles to
its staff for local commut-
ing. The initiative was led
by 50-year old Provident
Fund Commissioner
Rizwan-ud-din, a passion-
ate cyclist himself.

The EPFO in Jammu,
Kashmir and Ladakh has
taken a lead among various
government departments
and private organisations
with this eco-friendly ini-
tiative to decrease the use
of harmful fuel and help in
making the city become

carbon-neutral. "The deci-
sion was made by the
Staff-Welfare Committee
unanimously after consid-
ering factors such as staff
welfare, traffic congestion
and environmental con-
cerns," said Rizwan-ud-din
who uses bicycle to com-
mute between office and
home daily.

"We received an award
for being the 'Best Remote
office' and used the award
money of Rs 5 Lakh for pur-
chasing these cycles," he
said. He added, "A city be-
comes smart when its citi-
zens become smart. There is
a need to include a cycle
lane in the smart city plans
so we can have a more eco-
friendly city."

Joshimath crisis

‘Security agencies effectively 
controlled violence in J-K’

Complainant rejects Shankar
Mishra’s claim that she urinated on
herself as disparaging, derogatory

New Delhi, Jan 14 (PTI): 

A woman, who had ac-
cused her co-passenger
Shankar Mishra of urinat-
ing on her on an Air India
flight, on Saturday reject-
ed the claims made by him
that she seems to have uri-
nated on herself, saying
these are "completely false
and concocted and by their
very nature are disparag-
ing and derogatory".

Mishra's counsel, while
arguing against a police
petition seeking revision
of an order passed by a
magisterial court refusing
his custodial interroga-
tion, on Friday claimed
that he did not commit the
offence, and that she her-
self urinated. "The allega-
tions are completely false

and concocted and by their
very nature are disparag-
ing and derogatory. The
said allegations are also in
complete contradiction
and a complete volte face
of the statements and the
pleaded case of the ac-
cused in his bail applica-
tion," advocate Ankur
Mahindro, representing
the complainant, said in a
statement.

He added, "The accused,
instead of being remorse-
ful for the utterly disgust-
ing act committed by him,
has adopted a campaign of
spreading misinformation
and falsities with the in-
tent of further harassing
the victim." Mishra's coun-
sel had told the court that
the complainant was suf-
fering from some disease

related to prostate, which
several 'kathak dancers'
seem to suffer from.

"I (Mishra) am not the
accused. There must be
someone else. It seems she
herself urinated. She was
suffering from some dis-
ease related to prostate,
which several 'kathak
dancers' seem to suffer
from. It was not him. The
seating system was such
that no one could go to her
seat. Her seat could only
be approached from be-
hind, and in any case the
urine could not reach to
seat's front area. Also, the
passenger sitting behind
the complainant did not
make any such complain,"
senior advocate Ramesh
Gupta, appearing for
Mishra, told the judge.



IED blast 
BBiijjaappuurr::An assistant sub-
inspector (ASI) of the
Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) was on
Saturday injured when
an improvised explosive
device (IED) planted by
suspected Naxalites
exploded in
Chhattisgarh's Bijapur
district, police said. The
incident took place
around 8:45 am near
Pegdapalli village under
Tarrem police station
limits when a road open-
ing party of the CRPF's
153rd battalion was out
on patrolling, a senior
police official said. When
the team was cordoning
off the area, the pres-
sure-activated IED went
off, injuring ASI
Muhammad Aslam, he
said. The injured officer
was shifted to the
Basaguda field hospital
of the CRPF where his
condition was stated to
be stable, he said,
adding that he would be
airlifted to Raipur for
further treatment.

Hand grenades 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Days after
two people were arrest-
ed over their suspected
links with terror organi-
sations, the Delhi
Police's Special Cell has
recovered two hand
grenades from their rent-
ed accommodation in
Bhalswa Dairy area, offi-
cials said on Saturday.
Traces of human blood
were also found at their
residence, police said.
The accused, Jagjit Singh
alias Jagga and Naushad,
were arrested by the cell
on Thursday over their
suspected links with ter-
ror organisations and
involvement in heinous
crimes Delhi Police
spokesperson Suman
Nalwa said the accused
were produced in court
on Friday and sent to 14-
day police custody.

Narcotics seized
SSrriinnaaggaarr:: A man was
arrested and narcotics,
cash and a pistol maga-
zine were recovered
from his possession in
Jammu and Kashmir's
Kupwara district, police
said. Acting on specific
information about nar-
cotic substance, arms
and ammunition in the
possession of two broth-
ers -- Sajid Khan and
Majid Khan, residents of
the Cheterkote area of
the north Kashmir dis-
trict, security forces
launched a search oper-
ation there, a police
spokesman said. He said
the services of a tracker
dog from the BSF were
also utilised in the oper-
ation. Incriminating
material, including 500
grams of heroin-like
substance, a pistol mag-
azine, Rs 1.07 lakh cash,
12 syringes and a small
weighing scale were
recovered from the
house of the accused,
the spokesman said.

MAKAR SANKRANTI

Sikh devotee take dip in the holy sarovar (water tank) on the occasion of 'Makar
Sankranti' at the Golden Temple in Amritsar.

BRIEF

Female personnel of 213 battalion 
of Central Reserve Police Force

(CRPF) display their skills during 
the 51st Raising Day celebration 

in Nagpur, Saturday.
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New Delhi, Jan 14 (PTI): 

The Lok Sabha
Secretariat has issued notifi-
cation disqualifying
Lakshadweep MP
Mohammed Faizal, who was
recently convicted in an at-
tempt to murder case by a
court in the union territory.

As per the notification is-
sued on Friday, Faizal
stands disqualified from the
membership of Lok Sabha
from January 11, the date of
his conviction by a sessions
court in Kavaratti.

The decision was taken
under the provisions of
Article 102 (l) (e) of the
Constitution of India read
with Section 8 of the
Representation of the
People Act, 1951.

"Consequent upon his
conviction by the Court of
Sessions, Kavaratti,
Lakshadweep in Sessions
case no. 01/2017, Shri
Mohammed Faizal P.P.,
Member of Lok Sabha rep-
resenting the Lakshadweep
P a r l i a m e n t a r y
Constituency of the Union
Territory of Lakshadweep
stands disqualified from the
membership of Lok Sabha
from the date of his convic-

tion i.e. 11 January, 2023 in
terms of the provisions of
Article 102(l)(e) of the
Constitution of India read
with Section 8 of the
Representation of the
People Act, 1951," it said.

The court in
Lakshadweep had on
Wednesday sentenced four
people, including Faizal, to
10 years in jail after they
were found guilty in an at-
tempt to murder case.

Kavaratti Sessions court
also imposed a fine of Rs
one lakh each on the con-
victs for attempting to kill
Mohammed Salih, son-in-
law of late Congress leader
and former Union Minister
P M Sayeed, during the 2009
Lok Sabha polls. All the con-
victs are relatives.

Nagpur, Jan 14 (PTI): 

Security was beefed up
at Union minister Nitin
Gadkari's residence and of-
fice here after an unidenti-
fied person made threat
calls, police said.

Three threat calls were
received at Gadkari's pub-
lic relations office in
Khamla area between 11.25
am to 12.30 pm, an official
said. "We are working to
identify the caller," the sen-
ior police official added.

Security increased at Gadkari’s
house, office following threat calls

Bhopal, Jan 14 (PTI) 

Veteran socialist
leader and former
Janata Dal (United) pres-
ident Sharad Yadav was
cremated with full state
honours on Saturday at
his ancestral village in
Madhya Pradesh's
Narmadapuram district.

The mortal remains of
the former Union minis-
ter were consigned to
flames by his son
Shantanu Bundela and
daughter Subhasini in
his ancestral village
Ankhmau at around 5
pm. Yadav died on
Thursday at a private
hospital in Gurugram at

the age of 75. Earlier in
the day, Yadav's body
reached Bhopal from
Delhi in a chartered
plane and was received
by Madhya Pradesh
Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan,
Congress leader
Digvijaya Singh, and oth-
ers. The mortal remains
were taken to Ankhmau
by road.

Kolkata Jan 14 (PTI): 

Nobel Laureate econo-
mist Amartya Sen believes
implementation of the
Citizenship Amendment
Act (CAA) could reduce the
role of minorities in the
country, while encouraging
majoritarian forces.

In an interview with
PTI, he said India's father
of the nation Mahatma
Gandhi had worked for a
"just polity, and a good
sense of national identity",
for all sections of society.

"As far as I can see, one
of BJP's purposes (by im-
plementing CAA) is to re-
duce the role of minorities
and make them less impor-
tant and, in a direct and in-
direct way, increase the
role of the Hindu majori-
tarian forces in India and
to that extent undermine
the minorities," the econo-
mist said. The CAA
through which the Centre
wants to grant Indian na-
tionality to non-Muslim

migrants from
Bangladesh, Pakistan and
Afghanistan, was passed
by Parliament on
December 11, 2019 and the
Presidential nod was re-
ceived the next day.

Subsequently, it was no-
tified by the home ministry.
However, the law is yet to
be implemented as rules
under the CAA are yet to
be framed. "It's very unfor-
tunate for a country like
India which is meant to be
a secular, egalitarian na-
tion and it has also been
used for particularly unfor-
tunate discriminatory ac-

tion like declaring minori-
ties, whether from
Bangladesh or West
Bengal, as foreign rather
than indigenous. This is
pretty demeaning and I
would regard that to be a
bad move basically," he
said. Asked whether the
BJP-led central govern-
ment has improved in its
performance in these
years, Sen replied in the
negative.

"I do not think it has im-
proved. I think what India
needs is a recognition that
every Indian has certain
rights and they come from
their membership of the
nation. That was after all
what Mahatma Gandhi
tried to do," he said.

Mahatma Gandhi did
not try to cultivate one
group against another, Sen
said adding that despite
being "strongly committed
Hindu in a religious way",
he was willing to give
Muslims much more stand-
ing than they had at that

time before Independence.
"I think the move was for

a fair culture, a just polity,
and a good sense of nation-
al identity. Someday India
will regret the neglect of
the minorities like
Muslims," the economist
said.

The objective of the CAA
is to grant Indian citizen-
ship to persecuted minori-
ties like Hindus, Sikhs,
Jains, Buddhists, Parsis
and Christians from
Pakistan, Bangladesh and
Afghanistan.

Those from these com-
munities who had come to
India till December 31,
2014, facing religious perse-
cution there, will not be
treated as illegal immi-
grants and given Indian cit-
izenship. After the CAA
was passed by Parliament,
widespread protests were
witnessed in different
parts of the country lead-
ing to deaths of nearly 100
people in police firing and
related violence.

New Delhi, Jan 14 (PTI): 

A court here has rapped
Delhi Police officials for
their "casual, highly un-
professional and absolute-
ly insensitive" approach in
investigating the unnatu-
ral death of an 85-year-old
retired Border Security
Force (BSF) official.

The court also observed
that any institutional in-
difference towards the
abuse of the elderly can-
not be condoned and no in-
dulgence can be given to
abusive and exploitative
adults who are uncaring of
their elders.

While police claimed
that Ujagar Singh, a resi-
dent of Jammu, died here
due to a road accident, the
court found that the elder-
ly man was a victim of fa-
milial abuse by his own
children and died in un-

natural circumstances.
Presiding Officer of the

Motor Accident Claims
Tribunal Kamini Lau was
hearing a case regarding
the death of Singh, who
was found in an injured
condition near the
Jhandewalan temple here
on December 10.

Singh died the same day
in a hospital and after reg-
istering a case of acciden-
tal death, the investigating
officer (IO) filed a First
Accident Report (FAR) be-
fore the tribunal.

Underlining that it is the
court's duty to ensure that
any case of unnatural
death is not closed in a
routine manner by pass-
ing it off as a motor vehi-
cle accident, the judge had
posed questions to the offi-
cials concerned and after
being dissatisfied with
their response, directed

for the personal appear-
ance of the deputy com-
missioner of police (cen-
tral).

Passing an order after
the proceedings on Friday,
the judge said, "The sta-
tion house officer (SHO),
Paharganj has submitted
in writing that additional
penal sections under sec-
tions 109 (punishment of
abetment), 304 (culpable
homicide not amounting
to murder and 34 (common
intention) of the Indian
Penal Code shall be added
in the present case and he
will also invoke the rele-
vant provisions of the
Maintenance and Welfare
of Parents and Senior
Citizens Act."

Police had earlier regis-
tered a case for the of-
fences of rash driving and
causing death by negli-
gence.

Chandigarh, Jan 14 (PTI):

Congress' Jalandhar
MP Santokh Singh
Chaudhary died on
Saturday after suffering a
cardiac arrest during the
Bharat Jodo Yatra, follow-
ing which the march was
halted for twenty-hours.

He was 76.
Congress leader Rahul

Gandhi, who visited the
grieving family, expressed
shock over his death and
described him as a hard-
working leader and strong
pillar of the party.

Chaudhary, a two-time

MP, was taking part in the
Rahul Gandhi-led march
in Phillaur in Jalandhar
where he fainted, accord-
ing to senior party leaders
Partap Singh Bajwa, who
was also marching with
other yatris.

"We have lost a gem, his
void will be difficult to fill.

My heartfelt condolences
to his son MLA Vikram
Chaudhary, friends and
family," he said.

Chaudhary was rushed
to a private hospital in
Phagwara in an ambu-
lance where he was de-
clared brought dead.
Later, his body was shifted
to his residence in
Jalandhar.

Chaudhary had joined
the yatra at Phillaur
Saturday morning and
was walking along Rahul
Gandhi. After some time,
he felt uneasiness and
fainted.

"Congress MP from
Tamil Nadu Jothimani
told me that during the
yatra, Chaudhary asked

her how are you and then
he suddenly collapsed,"
Punjab Congress chief
Amrinder Singh Raja
Warring told reporters.

Earlier, Chaudhary was
raising slogans 'Jodo
Jodo, Bharat Jodo' to wel-
come Gandhi, said
Warring.

He said Chaudhary was
very excited about the
yatra as it was passing
through his area. "The
Chaudhary family has
been associated with the
Congress for a very long
time."

Warring further said
the family has decided to
conduct the cremation at
his native place at 11 am
on Sunday.

Cong MP Santokh Chaudhary dies after
cardiac arrest during Bharat Jodo Yatra

March halted 
for 24 hours

Ex-Union minister
Sharad Yadav cremated 

Lakshadweep MP disqualified from 
Lok Sabha over attempt to murder case

‘CAA implementation to reduce role of minorities’Court raps police for ‘unprofessional’,
‘insensitive’ approach in claiming unnatural

death of elderly as due to road accident

Selang , Jan 14 (PTI): 

Selang, a village around
five km from subsidence-
hit Joshimath, is likely to
meet a similar fate as
cracks and fissures have
been appearing in fields
and several houses for the
past few months.

Located on Badrinath
National Highway (NH-
58), residents of Selang
said they are scared and
the Joshimath crisis has
only deepened their fears.

The villagers hold the
construction of NTPC's
Tapovan-Vishnugad hydel
project responsible for
their plight. Tunnels of
the project are built under-
neath the village. A hotel
situated along the NH near
the mouth of one of these

tunnels collapsed in July
2021 and petrol pump near-
by was also partially dam-
aged, Selang resident
Vijendra Lal told PTI.

The houses located near
the collapsed hotel are also
at risk, he said.

"Nine NTPC tunnels are
built underneath the vil-
lage. A lot of explosives
were used to construct the
tunnels which has dam-
aged the foundation of the
village," Lal claimed.

"A water discharge sys-
tem is also being built 100
metres down the main set-
tlement area in the village.
A few metres from it to-
wards the village cracks
have begun to appear," he
said, adding that around
15 houses have "developed
cracks".

Selang village is going
Joshimath way!

New Delhi, Jan 14 (PTI): 

The railways will run its
Bharat Gaurav Tourist
Train on a route connect-
ing pilgrimage sites of
Ayodhya in India and
Janakpur in Nepal next
month, according to a
statement.

The 'Shri Ram-Janaki
Yatra: Ayodhya to
Janakpur' will start from
Delhi on February 17. The
Indian Railways said this
initiative will strengthen
the bilateral relations and
promote cultural relations
between the two countries.

The tourist train will
also cover Nandigram,
Sitamarhi, Kashi and
Prayagraj. There will be
two nights stay in hotel in
Janakpur and Varanasi.

The visit to Ayodhya,
Sitamarhi and Prayagraj
will be covered in the day's
halt at the destination.

The features of the state-
of-art Deluxe AC Tourist
Train includes two fine
dining restaurants, a mod-
ern kitchen, shower cubi-
cles in coaches, sensor-
based washroom func-
tions, and foot massager.

"The proposed seven-day
Bharat Gaurav Tourist
Train tour has its first stop
at Ayodhya, the birthplace
of Lord Ram, where
tourists will visit Shri Ram
Janmabhoomi temple and
Hanuman temple and ad-
ditionally Bharat Mandir
at Nandigram," the Indian
Railways said.

After Ayodhya, the train
will move to Sitamarhi

Railway station in Bihar
and tourist will further
proceed to Janakpur in
Nepal by buses which is 70
km away from Sitamarhi
Railway station.

"In order to make this
package more attractive
and affordable to a large
population, IRCTC has tied
up with Paytm and
Razorpay payment gate-
ways for providing EMI
payment options.... Users
can avail the EMI payment
option for making pay-
ment in 3, 6, 9, 12, 18 or 24
month EMIs. These EMI
payment options can be
made through debit/credit
Cards. COVID-19 final vac-
cination is mandatory for
all guests of the age of 18
years and above," the
Indian Railways said.

Kolkata, Jan 14 (PTI): 

Three days after over 250 aca-
demics, including well-known
linguist Noam Chomsky, wrote
to President Droupadi Murmu
about the sacking of a Visva
Bharati professor and seeking
her intervention, the central
university in a statement
regretted that the signatories
signed the letter without ascer-
taining the real situation that
had rocked the varsity in past
two years. The statement
issued by Visva Bharati
spokesperson Dr Mahua
Banerjee on Friday evening also
claimed that Professor Sudipta
Bhattacharya was office-bearer
of an organisation which has no
institutional recognition and he
had been charge sheeted 14
times in past by Executive
Council for misconduct. The
misconduct of Bhattacharya

range from abetting students
vandalise varsity properties in
campus, gherao of the Vice-
Chancellor, Registrar in past,
gherao of eminent columnist
and Rajya Sabha MP Swapan
Dasgupta in January 2020, it
said. The Visva Bharati universi-
ty further claimed most of the
signatories are from Bengal and
from one particular state-run
university.
"We condemn the teachers who
are organised to stop the
process of purging Visva
Bharati of truant and deviant
teachers.....Not only is Visva
Bharati taking ample care in
identifying those who are
involved in destroying the core
values which its founder
Rabindranath Tagore upheld
and also remain negligent in
attending the rituals which
Gurudev initiated for spreading
his philosophical priorities.

Railways to run its tourist train between
Ayodhya and Janakpur in Nepal

Visva Bharati hits back at academics
for writing letter to President over

sacking of professor
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Bhilai, Jan 14: In another
day of records in SAIL's
Bhilai Steel Plant, Coke
Ovens, Rail & Structural
Mill and Merchant Mill
touched new highs on
January 13, 2023. Coke
Ovens set a new record in
daily oven pushing with
806 pushings as against
previous best of 803 ovens
pushed on March 31, 2021.

The Plant's Rail &
Structural Mill set a new
day record of welding
joints and welded rail pan-
els made with 142 welding
joints and 46 welded rail
panels made. Previous
best records were 137 weld
joints on January 05, 2023
and 41 welded rail panels
made on January 12, 2023,
respectively.

The Plant's Merchant
Mill set a new day record
of rolling in profile TMT
25 with 2128 Tonnes pro-

duced as against previous
best of 2082 Tonnes on
January 12, 2022.

Director In charge
Bhilai Steel Plant,
Anirban Dasgupta along

with senior officers of the
Plant visited the depart-
ments January 14, 2023 to
congratulate members of
the shop collective and as-
sociated departments.

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJaann  1144::  A day long
National Webinar on the topic
"Role of Hindi in India and
World Stage" was conducted
by the Hindi Department of St
Thomas College the other day.
The webinar conducted online
was organised under the joint
auspices of Hindi department
of Shrimati Radha Devi
GoenkaMahilaMahavidyalaya,
Akola, St Thomas College
Bhilai and Bhartiya Seva
Sadan. 

The programme started
with Ish Vandana. Thereafter,
Principal Dr MG Roymon, St
Thomas College welcomed all
the guests and participants.
The chief guest of the pro-
grammewas Professor Dr
Rajan Yadav, Head,
Department of Hindi, Indira
Kala Sangeet Vishwavidyalaya,

Khairagarh.  Chief Patron of
the programme was Manager
Bishop Alexios Mar Eusebius
Metropolitan of Kolkata
Diocese. 

St Thomas College
Administrator Fr Dr Joshi
Varghese, Dilip Raj president
Bhartiya Seva Sadan Akola
also participated in the pro-

gram and extended best wish-
es for the successful conduct
of the programme.

The programme was
presided over by Principal Dr
C h a r u s h i l a R u m a l e ,
ShrimatiRadha Devi
GoenkaMahilaMahavidyalaya,
Akola. She said that the topic
of the webinar is very relevant

at present. The main objective
of the webinar is to know the
importance and contribution of
Hindi language in India and on
the world stage. 

The chief guest in his ad-
dress stated that Hindi is the
universal and best language of
the country, which is spoken
and understood by most. The

national language Hindi
weaves all the citizens of the
country in the same thread.
The whole world has also
adopted Hindi language. 

The programme was con-
ducted by Coordinator Dr
Nibha Upadhyay, Head of Hindi
Department, Radha Devi
GoenkaMahilaMahavidyalaya,
Akola and Coordinator Capt Dr
Surekha Jawade, IQAC Co-or-
dinator, Assistant Professor
(Education), Head of Hindi
Department and NCC Officer.
The vote of thanks was pro-
posed by Dr Rupa Srivastava,
Assistant Professor, co con-
venor of the programme. 

IQAC coordinator Dr Debjani
Mukherjee, Head of the de-
partment, staff and all the par-
ticipants were present.
Santosh Yadav and technical
members also participated in
the programme.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 14: The anti
encroachment team of
Bhilai Municipal
Corporation accompanied
by teams from other cor-
porations launched mas-
sive campaign to remove
illegal hoardings, posters
and encroachments in the
jurisdiction of BMC area.

All the small and big
hoardings and encroach-
ments from 31 public
places were removed. In
order tomake the area neat
and orderly, all the tyres
kept outside the shops
were seized and fine im-
posed for road blockage.

Here it is worth noting
that BMC Commissioner
Rohit Vyas has given in-

structions to remove ille-
gal posters and hoardings
on the roadside for move-
ment of vehicles.
Instructions were given to
remove banners, posters
put up in the public places

without permission.
In compliance of which

action has been taken and
using earth movers and
dumpers the demolition is
being done. Zone 04
Assistant Revenue Officer

Balakrishna Naidu said
that illegal hoardings in
the corporation area and
additional sheds raised by
shopkeepers at many
places are being removed.

Action was taken on GE
Road, from
DabraparaSquare to
Khursipar Gate. Mahesh
Pandey from Zone 04, Zone
02 ARO Jagdish Tiwari,
Anil Mishra, Anjani
Singh, Hariom Gupta from
B h i l a i M u n i c i p a l
Corporation in participat-
ed in the proceedings
along with teams of demo-
lition squads of Risali,
Durg, Bhilai-3 and
KumhariCouncil. During
this proceeding a fine of
Rs 15,700 was also recov-
ered from various places.
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Bhilai, Jan 14: A Fast
Track Special Court in
Durg sentenced a man
to 20 years of rigorous
imprisonment for ab-
ducting and sexually as-
saulting a minor girl on
the pretext of marriage.

Upper Sessions Judge
(Fourth), FTSC -
POCSO, Sangeeta
Naveen Tiwari convict-
ed 30-year-old
Ravishankar Sagar of
Balodabazar on Friday.

The girl's family had
lodged a complaint at
Bhilai Bhatti Police

Station on January 16,
2021 after she went miss-
ing on December 9, 2020.
Later the police rescued
the girl from the posses-
sion of the accused.

Special Public
Prosecutor Santosh
Kasar informed that the
accused was known to
the victim. The girl used
to visit Sector 2 daily for
tailoring training. On
December 09, 2020, the
accused lured the girl to
come to Raipur to meet
him.

When the girl reached
Raipur, the accused re-
ceived her at Pandri Bus

Stand. Thereafter he
took the girl to a temple
and married her. Then
he took the girl to a rent-
ed house and started liv-
ing with her.

When the girl did not
return home, the family
lodged an FIR at Bhilai
Bhatti Police Station
after which the girl was
rescued from the rented
house of the accused in
Raipur.

After trial, the Special
Court found the accused
guilty and awarded dif-
ferent jail terms for sec-
tion 363 of IPC and
Section 6 of POCSO Act

under which the ac-
cused was tried.

He was sentenced to
three years of rigorous
imprisonment and Rs
100 fine under section
363 of IPC and 20 years
of rigorous imprison-
ment and Rs 50000 fine
under section 6 of
POCSO Act.

The jail terms would
run concurrently and
penalties for different
sections aggregating to
20 years of rigorous im-
prisonment and Rs 50100
fine, informed Special
Public Prosecutor
Santosh Kasar.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 14: The
fourth grand flower show
program under the aus-
pices of Durg Municipal
Corporation at Rajendra
Park will be inaugurated
on January 15 at 11:00 hrs
by Chief Guest Dr Shiv
Kumar Dahariya,
Cabinet Minister Urban
Administration &
Development  and
Labour Department,
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment  while Arun Vora,
Chairman Chhattisgarh
Ware Housing
Corporation and MLA
Durg  (urban) will pre-
side over. Present as spe-
cial guests will be Durg
Mayor Dheeraj
Bakliwal, Vice President
Backward Classes

Commission RN Verma,
DMC Speaker Rajesh
Yadav, Former MLA
Pradeep Choubey,
Former MLA Pratima
Chandrakar, President
District Congress
Committee (Urban) Gaya
Patel, State President of
AIPC Kshitij
Chandrakar, Chairman
DCC  Bank Rajendra
Sahu, Chairman
Chhattisgarh State
Madrasa Board, Altaf
Ahmed, environment in-
charge Satyawati Verma
and Ward Councilor
Babita Yadav.

It is informed that in
keeping with the inten-
tions of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, this
year the flower show will
display models related to
the welfare schemes in-

forming the general pub-
lic about benefits of
schemes such as Chief
Minister Urban Slum
Health Scheme, Pauni
Pasari Yojana Godhan
Nyay Yojana, Shri
Dhanwantari Medical
Scheme, Gauthan.
Flower show will have
competitions in exhibits
of different varieties of
flower, fruit exhibition
as well.

Recreational and cul-
tural programmes have
also been organized keep-
ing in mind the maxi-
mum turnout is families.
DMC Commissioner
Lokesh Chandrakar has
appealed to the general
public of the city to take
advantage of this grand
flower show by attending
in maximum numbers.
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Bhilai, Jan 14:
Chhattisgarh state has a
tradition of consuming
onion with the Bore - Baasi
(cooked rice soaked in
water). But still the acreage
of onion is very less as
compared to the demands.
Different types of vegeta-
bles are being cultivated in
community Baadis as per
the instructions of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel.

In this sequence, onions
have been planted in 0.4
hectares of land in Chicha
village by the members of
Kranti Mahila Self Help
Group. Their initiative has
received aid from DMF.
Group President Geeta
Patel stated that they were
informed that cultivation of

a single type of crop will
get more profit because the
produce will be bought in
bulk.

Horticulture department
officials came and tested
the land and said that it has
good potential for onions.
Accordingly, the SHG plant-
ed onion seeds. Geeta said
that the officials of the
Horticulture Department

gave technical training to
them.

District Panchayat CEO
Ashwini Dewangan said
that Collector Pushpendra
Kumar Meena had conduct-
ed a meeting in the past
and had instructed to get
the soil tested of Baadis
and suggest appropriate
crops to the women SHGs.

This initiative was taken

to ensure better crops at the
baadis. Bulk production of
crops makes the selling
process easier. Further, the
organic products can also
be sold through organic
mart and can get better
prices.

Deputy Director
(Horticulture) Pooja Sahu
Kashyap said that the
onion cultivation area in

Durg district is 1700
hectares at present. If
onion cultivation is encour-
aged through community
Baadis, further increase in
cultivation area is expect-
ed.

There is a great profit po-
tential in onion cultivation.
Onion cultivation in one
acre of land costs about Rs
33000 and it generates ap-
proximate income of Rs 2.5
lakh.

If we look at the situa-
tion across the country,
most of the onions are sup-
plied from Maharashtra.
After Maharashtra, there is
a large area under onion
cultivation in Madhya
Pradesh as well.

In Chhattisgarh too, it is
being cultivated in 23000
hectare area. With the im-
plementation of crop diver-
sity, uniformity of crop pro-
duction can be created in
the entire country.

More than 17000 houses constructed in four years
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 14: In the rural
areas of the district, 17000
houses have been con-
structed out of over 23000
sanctioned in the last four
years under PM Awas
Yojana - Rural. Most of the
remaining houses are
being constructed at a fast
pace.

On the instructions of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, the construction
progress is being constant-
ly monitored by the district
administration. Giving in-
formation in this regard,
District Panchayat CEO
Ashwini Dewangan said
that the implementation of
PM Awas is one of the top-
most priorities of the ad-
ministration.

The administration has
continuously monitored
that the beneficiaries get
the installments on time
and their houses are com-
pleted at the earliest. It has

been successful and most of
the houses have been com-
pleted. From the month of
October last year till now,
an installment amount of
Rs 11 crore has been sent to
the accounts of the benefi-
ciaries.

Village Mohalai of Durg
is one of the excellent ex-
amples of a whole town-
ship being built in a village.
Here the villagers have
built their houses on the
leased land. In most cases

the old kutcha houses were
in dilapidated condition.

The family was growing
but there was limited space
in the house. People got re-
lief when the PM Awas was
built. Now every family is
happy here. 218 houses
have been sanctioned here
out of which the work of
163 houses has been com-
pleted.

A local Kirtan Yadav
lives in a rented house of
three rooms. His family has

12 members and they have
to pay a rent of Rs 8000 per
month. Now, he is building
his own house and has re-
ceived two installments so
far and is also investing his
savings to construct the
house. It is often seen in the
villages that the people
build their houses of their
own.

Kirtan is also doing the
same. His daughter
Tomeshwari and son-in-
law Ravi have also come

from the neighbouring vil-
lage to help him in con-
structing the house.
Kirtan's son is also assist-
ing them. The entire family
is working diligently to ful-
fill the dream of a home.
Kirtan stated that he will
build a slightly bigger
house so that everyone can
get enough space to live.

The officials have extend-
ed full help in getting the
installment and availing
the benefits of the scheme,

due to which they are mov-
ing towards fulfilling their
dream of a house. District
Coordinator of PMAY,
VedDewangan said that
they continuously monitor
that the beneficiaries get
the installments on time.

PMAY is financially em-
powering the elderly people
also. Ghasia Nishad has
also got her house built.
She will live with her son
and daughter-in-law.
Ghasiya is hearing im-
paired. Often the elderly
people have to face prob-
lems when they are not fi-
nancially strong and even if
there is no problem, they
feel that they are not con-
tributing to the house.

This house belongs to
Ghasia, so she has self-
pride too. Employment
Assistant Janaki said that
her family was informed
about this scheme. Now
that the house is also
ready and this family is
very happy.

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  BILASPUR,  SUNDAY,  JANUARY  15,  2023

Onion seeds sown 
at baadi in Chicha

Works underway on remaining houses under PMAY-G

Durg Mayor, Commissioner
inspect parking lot near 

TB Hospital
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 13: Mayor
Dheeraj Bakliwal and
Commissioner Lokesh
Chandrakar have
asked the officers to or-
ganise traffic parking
on the instructions of
Mayor Dheeraj
Bakliwal and Collector
Pushpendra Kumar
Meena to improve the
traffic system in the
markets around Indira
Market, the city's
largest market under
the municipal limits.

Along with this, per-
manent parking is
being made at Indira
Market TB Hospital,
which was inspected
after visiting. He told
that the traffic system
gets disrupted in the
market area.

Due to the parking of

vehicles on the road
outside the shop, the
commuters have to
face difficulties. He has
appealed to the shop-
keepers not to park
their vehicles outside
the shop, they have
arranged free perma-
nent parking near TB
Hospital.

Park your vehicle
there.Keeping in mind
the chaos caused by the
crowd in Indira
Market, parking is
being made by the cor-
poration administra-
tion near TB Hospital,
people will get special
benefit from it.

During the inspec-
tion, Executive
Engineer SD Sharma,
Health Officer Javed
Ali, Public Relations
Officer Thansingh
Yadav were present.

SHGs encouraged for crop diversity in BaadisDr Shivkumar Dahariya to inaugurate
grand Flower Show at Rajendra Park 

Man sentenced to 20 years 
imprisonment for abducting 

and raping minor girl

BMC launches campaign to 
remove illegal hoardings &posters

Hindi Dept of St Thomas College 
conducts National Webinar 

Day of New Records in Bhilai Steel Plant
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Raipur, Jan 14: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Saturday announced to
connect Tatapani
Ramchaura hill with Ram
Vanagaman path consider-
ing the historical impor-
tance of Tatapani and the
demand of the local peo-
ple. He made this an-
nouncement while ad-
dressing general public
during Tatapani
Mahotsav. He congratulat-
ed all the people of the
state for organizing

Makar-Sankranti and
Tatapani Mahotsav.
Baghel gifted 1707 develop-
ment works worth Rs 1003
crore to the people of
Balrampur Ramanujganj
district. Tatapani
Mahotsav is the pride of
Balrampur-Ramanujganj
district as well as of entire
Chhattisgarh, he said.

The work of paddy pro-
curement is going on very
vigorously in the entire
state, he said, adding that
more than 97 lakh tonnes

of paddy has so far been
procured in the state and
in lieu of this, 20 thousand
crore rupees have been
paid so far this year. The
year 2023 has been de-
clared as Millet Mission
Year so that millets can be
promoted, he said. Special
backward tribes living in
Surguja division honored
the Chief Minister for cre-
ating schemes for them.

Other major announce-
ments made by the Chief
Minister on the occasion

were construction of
Kusmi Lawa Reservoir
project at the cost of Rs 25
crore, Bhumka Diversion
Project of Rs 30 crore, es-
tablishment of Civil Court
in Kusmi, opening of coop-
erative bank in Chando,
development of Gourlata
as tourism centre, con-
struction of Gourav Path
in Kusmi Nagar
Panchayat, developing
Tatapani Mahotsav as
trust, construction of
Gourav Path in Balrampur
and construction of road
from Paraspal-Chalgali-
B h a g w a n p u r- M o r a n -
Janak crossing-Ram
Nagar.

School Education
Minister Dr Premsai
Singh Tekam,
Parliamentary Affairs sec-
retary and Samri MLA
Chintamani Maharaj,
Sarguja Development
Authority Vice Chairman
Brihaspat Singh, Apex
Bank Director Ajay
Bansal, Collector Vijay
Dayaram, SP Mohit Gerg
and local public represen-
tatives and officials.

Ramchaura Hill in Tatapani to be connected
to Ram Vanagaman Path: Baghel

KITE FESTIVAL

Women flying kites on kite festival organised by Gujarati Samaj at Sapre School ground here on Saturday.

Raipur, Jan 14: The
Central Parliamentary
Committee is coming to
Raipur on a two-day visit
on January 15 to study the
social and educational sta-
tus of Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes in
Chhattisgarh. The 31-
member parliamentary
team headed by Dr. (Prof.)
Kirti Premjibhai Solanki
will hold a meeting with
the Chief Secretary and
senior officers of
Chhattisgarh.

Apart from this, the par-
liamentary team will hold
meetings with various in-
stitutions regarding the
representation of
Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes and

other welfare measures
taken for them. The parlia-
mentary team will reach
Raipur on January 15 at 1
pm. Members of the par-
liamentary party will visit
Jungle Safari Nava Raipur
and Prayas residential
schools near Raipur at 3.30
pm to see their education-
al status and other welfare
schemes.

The parliamentary team
will have a discussion
with the management of
All India Institute of
Medical Sciences (AIIMS)
Raipur on January 16
from 9.30 am. After this
there will be a discussion
with the Director General
Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) from 10 am.

The parliamentary team
will discuss the socio-eco-
nomic condition of
Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes with the
Chief Secretary and offi-
cials of the State
Government from 10.45
am and the welfare meas-
ures taken by the Social
Welfare and Tribal
Department. The parlia-
mentary team will have a
meeting with the
Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes
Employees Association of
Coal India Limited and
South Eastern Coalfields
Limited at 12.15 pm and
will hold discussions with
the management from
12.30 pm.

Central Parliamentary Committee
on two days visit to Raipur 

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJaann  1144::  A large number
of people along with their fam-
ilies reached Shriram Business
Park on the second day of
Cosmo Expo 2023 Trade and
Build Fair on Saturday. The
Cosmo Expo-2023 Trade and
Build Fair organised by the
Rotary Club of Raipur
Cosmopolitan RI District.3261
was inaugurated on Friday
evening at Shriram Business
Park, Vidhansabha Road. The
inauguration was done by the
chief guest Ro Shashank
Rastogi, District Governor in
the presence of special guest
Ro Rakesh Chaturvedi,
Chairman, Biodiversity. 

About 350 stalls from gov-
ernment and private sector are
participating in the biggest

expo of Central India. Stalls
ranging from cycles to cars and
houses to finance have been
set up at the venue of the fair. 

Cultural evening was also
organized at Cosmo Expo.
Rotary Club President
Ro.Ashutosh Singh, Secretary
Ro. Piyush Surana and Program
Chairman Ravindra Singh Shire
said that the Cosmo Expo Trade
and Build Fair now established
itself as the largest trade fair in
Central India. 

Nearly 350 stalls of almost
all sectors in industry and
trade have been set up in the
Cosmo Expo. Detailed informa-
tion about the schemes of
Chhattisgarh government will
also be available through gov-
ernment stalls. People outside

Chhattisgarh have also visited
the expo in large number. 

The stalls of Real estate,
building construction, automo-
biles, electronics design, tech-
nology innovation, manufac-
turing service, bank and
finance, travels and tourism,
education, health care,
lifestyle and general stalls have
been set up at the venue of

expo. There are stalls of gov-
ernment departments and pri-
vate groups. This time the food
court stall has been operated
by Raipur Foodie Lovers, for
whom there is a separate large
dome with 45 stalls. Taste con-
noisseurs will find the taste of
the cuisine of every state of the
whole country here.
Chhattisgarhi cuisine will also

be prominently available here.
Major partners of Cosmo Expo -
2023 include Chhattisgarh
Public Relations Department,
CREDAI, RADA, ASA Advertising
Shriram Business Park. Strength
partners include J.K. Lakshmi
Cement, RDC Concrete, Sagar
TMT, Knowledge Partner are
Mats University and Banking
Partner is HDFC Home Loan and
PNB.

Cosmo Expo 2023 Trade and Build Fair 
gets overwhelming response

CM to be honoured 
Chief Minister Bhupesh

Baghel will be honoured at
Cosmo Expo on Sunday
evening. Forest and
Transport Minster Md
Akbar, MLA Satyanarayan
Sharma, Parliamentary
Secretary Vikas Upadhyay,
Housing Board Chairman
Kuldip Juneka, Mayor Aijaz
Dhebar, Tourism Board
Chairman Atal Shrivastav
and Rotary District
Governor Shashank Rastogi
will be present on the occa-
sion. Gyanita & Group and
Hawaiian The Band will
perform at the cultural
evening on Sunday.

Raipur, Jan 14: Two
MoUs were signed today
at Udyog Bhawan Raipur
in the presence of
Industries Minister
Kawasi Lakhma.
C h h a t t i s g a r h

Government’s Industries
Department and Suruchi
Foods Pvt Ltd, New Delhi
signed a contract for nu-
tritional supplements and
fortified rice, under which
the company will invest
Rs 111.7 cr and generate
employment for 800 

people.
C h h a t t i s g a r h

Government’s Industries
Department and Unity
Industries Pvt Ltd signed
a contract for ethanol ex-
traction from maize based
corn starch, damaged rice
and power plant, under

which the company will
invest Rs 183 cr and gener-
ate employment for about
120 people. Thus, MoUs
worth Rs 294.7 cr were
signed. Bhuvnesh Yadav,
Secretary, Government of
Chhattisgarh Industries
Department, and

Himanshu Gupta,
Director, Suruchi Foods
Pvt Ltd, signed the MoU
for supplementary nutri-
tion food and fortified
rice, whereas for ethanol
extraction from maize
based corn starch and
damaged rice and power
plant, the MoU was signed
between Bhuvanesh
Yadav, Secretary,
Government of
Chhattisgarh Industry
Department and Basant
Kumar Agarwal, Director
of Unity Industries
Private Limited.

On this occasion,
Additional Directors of
Industries Department
Alok Dwivedi and
Praveen Shukla and Joint
Directors Harish Saxena
and V.K. Dewangan, be-
sides concerned officers
were present.

MoU signed in the presence of Industry Minister 
Two MoUs signed
with private compa-
nies to set up nutri-
tional supplements,
fortified rice,
ethanol and power
plants with capital
investment of Rs
295 cr in the state

More than 920 peo-
ple will get employ-
ment with estab-
lishment of these
plants

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJaann  1144:: The state govern-
ment are now recovering the
entire amount of the bond from
29 doctors who have not joined
their posting as per the rules. On
November 9, 2022, a notice was
issued by the Health Department
to 212 MBBS contracted medical
officers to take charge within
five days at their place of posting
as the last opportunity before
taking any action against them.
Out of 212 contractual medical
officers, 183 have joined their
respective assignments in accor-

dance with the notice, while the
remaining 29 are still absent.

Chhattisgarh Medical, Dental,
and Physiotherapy
(Physiotherapy) Graduate
Admission will be done accord-
ing to the rules of the Medical
Education Department of the
state government. Under this
rule, action will be taken to
recover the entire amount of the
bond as arrears of land revenue
against the absentee doctors
who do not comply with the con-
ditions of the bond. Permanent

registration of MBBS graduate
qualification in the State
Medical Council will be issued
only on the basis of the last
degree awarded to the candi-
date. The candidate for the
degree will have to submit a no-
objection certificate to the Dean
of their college, on whose rec-
ommendation the final degree
will be awarded by the
University. A letter has been
written by the Health
Department to the Director of
the Medical Education

Department, the Registrar of the
Medical Council, and the Dean of
Ayush University Uparwara,
Naya Raipur for taking action in
this regard. Recovery proceed-
ings are under process against
the contractual medical officers
who do not comply with the
terms and conditions of the
bond.

Action is being taken against
Ishan Yadav, Rajendra Prasad
Dutta, Shivendra Singh Marai,
Vyas Narayan, Rajeev Singh
Thakur, Urvashi Meshram,

Haresh Kumar Baghel, Prakash
Gupta, Shraddha Soni, Shivam
Awasthi, Dikshashri Singh,
Sparsh  Gupta, Arjun Singh
Chauhan, Bharti Kumeti, Vaishali
Bisen, Parul Pandey, Shubhangi,
Saumya Goyal, Kishan Sao,
Nishant Jaiswal, Nitin Kumar
Sahu, Deshant Dhankhar,
Himanshi Gajbhiye, Jai
Awadhesh Singh, Nirmala Saini,
Pawan Kumar Patidar, Navdeep,
Rotash Kumar and Yogesh
Kumar Meena to recover the
bond amount as per rules.

State Govt starts bond amount recovery process 

Raipur, Jan 14: The
Chhattisgarh State
Commission for Protection
of Child Rights (CSCPCR)
has appealed that it is cru-
cial for society and the
family to save children
from doubt and lack of
communication. The com-
mission has asked the
media to remember that
disclosure of identity in
cases of sexual offences
against children is a viola-
tion of section 23 of the
Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences Act
(POSCO Act) and a punish-
able offence with impris-
onment of six months to
one year or fine or both.

The Commission has
maintained that the identi-
ty of the child cannot be
disclosed in any way in

case of sexual offences
against children. The inci-
dents of publishing names
and photos through news-
papers, electronic media,
web portals, or other
media are coming to light
these days. The
Commission has made
these recommendations to
prevent such incidents and
to provide a safe and
friendly environment for
the children.
Commission appeals to
media to do ethical re-

porting of such incidents
The Commission stated

that it is necessary for
media persons to know the
laws related to child rights.
Journalists know before
the commission where the
crime has taken place.
Media should report cases
of child rights violations
and exploitation with sensi-
tivity and responsibility.

The commission has ap-
pealed that every case relat-
ed to children should also
be reported to the commis-
sion.

Common people also
need to be aware of the laws

The Commission has ap-
pealed that it is the need of
the hour to take serious
note of the crimes involv-
ing children by the policy-
makers, judiciary, police,
and media so that the digni-
ty of any child victim, espe-
cially the child victims of
sexual offences, is main-
tained and they can get jus-
tice without facing any
problems. Common people
also need to be aware of the
laws related to the protec-
tion of child rights. In the
case of crime against chil-
dren, it is the responsibility
of every section of society
to raise their voices
against it.

‘Identity in cases of sexual offences against
children should not be disclosed’ 

CSCPCR’s appeal 

CM LAUNCHES JIO TRUE 5 G SERVICES

On the auspicious occasion of Makar Sankranti, the  Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel
launched Jio True 5G services in the capital city Raipur and the industrial agglomer-
ate Durg and Bhilai.
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RRaaiippuurr,,  JJaann  1144::  At the Bhent-
Mulaqat programme organized
at village Pipariya of Pali
Tanakhar Assembly in Korba
district, Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel today made several
important announcements for
the development of the area. He
announced opening of a branch
of District Cooperative Central
Bank in Pasan, establishment of
36 KV in Moraga power sub-sta-
tion, setting up of rescue center
for elephant-affected areas in
Korbi and Ghuchapur, construc-
tion of bridge in Kapubhara and
Tulbul (Karri), implementation
of Mukhyamantri Haat Bazar
Yojana in village Pipariya.
Besides, he also announced
construction of a total of 25
Devgudis including the one in
Pipariya, construction of shed
in the main Haat-Bazaar of
Pipariya, provision of drinking
water in Gram Panchayat Arsia,
construction of Mangal Bhawan
in Nagar Panchayat Pali, open-
ing of new boys hostel in village
Pipariya and construction of
road from Amjhar to Jorundha
to border. On this occasion,
District In-charge Minister and
School Education Minister Dr.
Premsai Singh Tekam and Lok
Sabha MP Mrs. Jyotsna Mahant

were also present.
In his address to the villagers

in Bhent-Mulaqat programme,
Chief Minister said that the
state government is trying to
bring changes in the lives of
common people and boost their
income through the schemes.
Regarding the procurement of
paddy at Rs 2,500 a quintal,
Baghel said that the central
government had said that if you
pay even one rupee more than
the support price for paddy, we
will not procure paddy from the
state. To resolve the problem,
the state government started
Rajiv Gandhi Kisan Nyay Yojana
in the interest of farmers and
provided them an input subsidy
of Rs 10,000 per acre in the first
year and Rs 9,000 per acre this
year. Summing up the support
price and input subsidy, the
farmers are being provided a
price of Rs 2500 per quintal of
paddy.

CM Baghel asked the vil-
lagers about loan waiver, Rajiv
Gandhi Kisan Nyay Yojana,
paddy procurement on support
price and checked if they are
receiving the benefits.
Meanwhile, a farmer told that
for the first time he has taken
paddy tokens and for the very

first time he is going to sell
paddy at the procurement cen-
ter. He thanked State
Government for making the
process so easy. Chief Minister
Mr. Bhupesh Baghel announced
sanction of Rs one lakh to
Chhatram Patel for pursuing
PhD. Chief Minister said that
the purpose of Bhent-Mulaqat
is to learn about whether the
people are receiving the bene-
fits of government schemes or
not, to address any shortcom-
ings and rectify it at the earli-
est. He said that as soon as our
government was formed, farm-
ers’ loans were waived within
two hours.

At the Bhent-Mulaqat pro-
gramme, Chandrakala Porte
told Chief Minister that rice,
sugar and salt are being regu-
larly made available to the ben-
eficiaries on the ration card.
Gas cylinders and kerosene are
very expensive. Nirmala Kujur
told Chief Minister that she has
been issued the ration card, on
which she regularly received
rice, sugar and salt. Due to the
high cost of gas cylinders, they
cook food using wood.

Rs 50000 sanctioned to Anita
for B.Ed, Rs.1 lakh to Chhatram
for PhD

At the Bhent-Mulaqat pro-
gramme held today, the young
athlete conveyed the training
related problem to Chief
Minister. Resolving which, CM
Baghel announced to give him
admission in the hostel. Anita
Raj told that she is a part of 12-
member women’s group and
she is also studying. She is
doing private B.Ed. Fertilizer
worth 2 lakh 70 thousand has
been sold in last three years.
However, there is no college in
the area and she has to travel

afar to pursue higher educa-
tion. She requested Chief
Minister to open a college
neaby. Chief Minister
announced financial aid of Rs
50,000. for Anita’s education,
and also sanctioned Rs one lakh
to Chhatram Patel for pursuing
PhD. Sangeeta Sahu told that
she collects tendupatta, and
she started after government
the of renumeration for this
work. She thanked Chief
Minister for the scheme of
insurance of the tendupatta
labourers.

TTeejjkkuunnwwaarr  ssoolldd  ccooww  dduunngg
wwoorrtthh  RRss  4400,,000000

Tejkunwar told that he has
sold cow dung worth 40 thou-
sand. Earlier he used to throw
away cow dung, now he earns
money by selling it in Gothan.
This money is contributing
towards his family income. He
told that he has used the money
he earned by selling dung for
organizing his child’s wedding
ceremony. He said that he has
earned one lakh rupees by mak-
ing fertilizers. Harnam Singh
Markam told that he has got a
lease of one acre of land. He is
taking care of his family by
practicing farming on this land.
He described the Vanadhikar
Patta Yojana as a commendable
scheme. While talking to the
Chief Minister, Jagatpal Singh
told that he has got the lease of
1.5 acres of land, on which he
practices farming and are also
getting the benefits of various
government schemes. Prem
Singh told that his forest rights
lease has been issued.

AAnniittaa  AArrmmoo  eeaarrnneedd  
RRss  11..8822  llaakkhh  bbyy  sseelllliinngg  KKooddoo
Anita Armae, a member of

the group that procures minor
forest produce, told that they

are buying kodo, ragi, tamarind
at present. They procure Kodo
at Rs 30, and Ragi for Rs 31 a kg.
An income of Rs one lakh 82
thousand has been generated
from Kodo procurement.
Farmer Mahesh Kumar told that
he has sold paddy for the first
time, and has received three
installments. He has bought 1.5
acres of land. Suryansh Gupta,
a student of Swami Atmanand
English Medium School, Pasan
told that his school has classes
up to 9th standard. While
speaking fluently in English, he
told about the facilities avail-
able in her school.

Aim of our schemes and programs is to bring
changes in the lives of common men: CM

And to boost their
income

CM conducts
ground inspection
of the schemes dur-
ing Bhent-Mulaqat
programme in
Pipariya village of
Pali-Tanakhar
assembly

Announcements
made by CM

A Branch of District
Cooperative Central
Bank will be established
in Pasan
Establishment of 36 KV
power substation
announced
Rescue center will be
established for elephant
affected areas in Korbi
and Ghuchapur
Construction of bridge at
Kapubhara and Tulbul
(Karri) announced
Chief Minister’s Haat
Bazar Yojana will be con-
ducted in village
Pipariya
Construction of total 25
Devgudis including one
in Pipariya announced
New boys hostel will be
opened in village
Pipariya
Road will be constructed
from Amjhar to Jarundha
border

Raipur, Jan 14: A semi-
nar was organized under
the aegis of Chhattisgarh
Council of Science and
Technology at
Government Co-
Education Polytechnic
Baron Bazar Raipur. The
theme of the seminar was
‘future scope and commer-
cial aspects of electric ve-
hicles’.

Dr Ajay Tripathi,
Professor and HoD
Mechanical, Government
Engineering College
Raipur, Dr JS Bal, Deputy
Director and Mohit
Singhania, Director Ralas
Moters made students
aware of the usefulness of
electric vehicles. They also
explained  how to reduce
the dependence on conven-
tional fuels, work on re-
newable energy sources,
initiatives run by the gov-

ernment on e-vehicles and
related subsidies, support-
ing the motto of Green
Raipur, Clean Raipur.
Information was given
about the role and impor-
tance of electric vehicle in
pollution free environ-
ment. Aman Dewangan,
Lecturer Electrical, Mati
Neha Tiwari, Lecturer
Mechanical and Abhijit
Yadav, Lecturer Electrical
addressed the seminar on
the subject of Electric
Vehicle.

The poster on the
theme of e-vehicle made
by the students was also
awarded. All the engi-
neering and polytechnic
institutes of the state
were invited and all lec-
turers and students were
connected online.
Certificates were also
awarded after the pro-
gramme. Jayshree
Chandrakar, lecturer civil
and all other lecturers sig-
nificantly participated in
the programme.

Seminar on future scope and commercial
aspect of electric vehicle

Jagdalpur, Jan 14: These
days a flock of black head-
ed Ibis, a migratory bird
found in Pakistan,
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka,
Myanmar can be seen in
Dalpat Sagar pond located
in Bastar district head-
quarters. Its two breeds
have been seen in Bastar.
Prof. Sushil Dutta of the
Department of Zoology
explains that black-head-
ed Ibis come in the flock.
He told that apart from
Dalpad Sagar, Tarapur
has been seen in a flock of
40-45 in Bajawand area.

They make their nests in
the trees near the water.
The female lays only two
to three eggs at a time.
These birds may be seen
in flocks but scientists in-
clude them in the list of
endangered species.

It may be noted that the
construction of the first
bird sanctuary of the divi-
sion is almost complete
after about three years in
the forest department
park at Lamani near the
city. Preparations are on
to inaugurate the Bird
Sanctuary on January 26
by the Chief Minister.
The Forest Department
has planned to keep about
20 species of exotic birds
in this sanctuary de-
signed on the lines of
Malaysia. The length of
bird sanctuary is 120 me-
ters, width is 40 meters
and height is 15 meters.
The bird sanctuary is cov-
ered with iron nets, so
that birds can roam freely
here.

Flock of Black headed Ibis bird reaches Bastar
From Pak,
Bangladesh, Sri
Lanka, Myanmar

Raipur, Jan 14: National
Institute of Technology
Raipur organized a guest
lecture under the lecture
series entitled “India@75:
Videsh Niti” on 12th
January 2023. The lecture
was organized at
Visvesvaraya Hall, NIT
Raipur. The Chief Guest
Speaker for this lecture
was Professor (Dr)
Jitendra Nath Mishra,
Retd. Indian Ambassador
and Diplomat.

Dr (Mrs) AB Soni,
Director (I/C) NIT Raipur,
Dr PY Dhekne, Dean
(Student Welfare &
Faculty Welfare), Dr
Prabhat Diwan, Dean
(R&C), Dr SL Sinha, Dr
Nitin Jain, Dr  S Ghosh, Dr
Sudhakar Pandey, Dr

Govardhan Bhatt, other
distinguished faculty
members, and student
were also present through-
out the event.

The event was inaugu-
rated by presenting a
sapling to the chief guest
as a welcoming token. Dr
PY Dhekne initiated the
event by briefly introduc-
ing the chief guest speak-
er, Professor (Dr) Jitendra
Nath Mishra, and gave an
insight into his service as
a former Indian
Ambassador and Diplomat
to the audience.

Dr Jitendra Nath
Mishra began his lecture
by speaking about the con-
tinuous power growth of
China and the socio-eco-
nomic relations of India

and China with South-East
Asian countries. He men-
tioned that Vietnam is one
of the few nations willing
to disagree with popular
Chinese aggressive poli-
cies. He stated that the
world is virtually divided
into two parts, led by two
superpowers namely The
United States of America
and China respectively. He
mentioned that India is the
only country with a conti-
nental threat from China,
which is one of the main
reasons for the subpar
socio-economic relation-
ship between India and
Vietnam. He emphasized
the importance of trust be-
tween countries and how
it can be the most powerful
weapon in diplomatic

wars. Dr Mishra took
pride over Vietnam’s trust
in the Indian Government
and wished for a stronger
and healthier future rela-
tionship between India
and all the ASEAN
Nations.

Dr Jitendra Nath
Mishra concluded his lec-
ture by addressing various
questions related to the
relevant topic from stu-
dents and professors pres-
ent as an audience.
Further, he expressed his
gratitude to the Director of
NIT Raipur and other staff
members for giving him
an opportunity to deliver
this lecture and praised
the excellent hospitality
service he received while
in NIT Raipur.

Guest lecture on ‘India@75: Videsh
Niti’ at NIT Raipur

Raipur, Jan 14: In a bid to
ensure that people don’t
stand in queues and wait
for their turn or make
multiple rounds of the
transport offices, the
“Tuhar Sarkar Tuhar
Dwaar” facility is being
implemented by the
Transport Department
covering doorstep delivery
of various transport relat-
ed services.

Under this scheme,
being operated as per di-
rections of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel and
Transport Minister
Mohammad Akbar, more

than 16.12 lakh smart card-
based registration certifi-
cates and driving licenses
have been delivered to the
doorstep of applicants
since June 2021. This in-
cludes 10.98 lakh smart
card-based registration
certificates and 05.15 lakh
driving licenses.

Continuous monitoring
of the same is being done
by Transport Minister

Mohammad Akbar for the
orderly operation of this
scheme. Under this, 22
transport-related services
are being provided to the
people at their doorstep.
Under this public-centric
facility, people no longer
need to make multiple
rounds of the transport of-
fices for getting their work
done. This saves both
money and time for the ap-

plicants.
Transport Department

officials informed that a
helpline number 75808-
08030 has been issued by
the department to make
this service more accessi-
ble. The service is available
from 10 am to 5.30 pm on all
working days. Applicants
can get all the information
related to the dispatch of
their driving license and
registration certificate on
this helpline number. Right
now on average, 100 calls
are being received per day
seeking information relat-
ed to the driving license
and registration process,
taxes, and fees.

More than 16 lakh smart card-based 
registration certificates and DLs delivered 

‘Tuhar Sarkar
Tuhar Dwaar’

At people’s
doorsteps under
‘Tuhar Sarkar Tuhar
Dwaar’ scheme

Raipur, Jan 14: The 21st
State Level Open Masters
Badminton Competition
organized by District
Badminton Association
Dantewada was held

from January 5th to 8th.
In this, Manishi Singh of
Raipur in the age group
of 40 years bagged first
place in Chhattisgarh in
singles by performing
brilliantly, while in mixed
doubles, along with her
partner Somesh Singh
Lama of Surajpur, got the
first place in
Chhattisgarh.

Manishi Singh of
Raipur bagged first

place in Ch’garh

State Level Open
Masters Badminton
Competition

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jan 14: The
Commissioner of Higher
Education Mrs. Sharda
Verma released the book
“Gandhian Thought and
Culture” in a book release
ceremony at Government
J. Yoganandam
Chhattisgarh College
Raipur on Saturday.

The book has been pub-
lished by the Department
of Postgraduate and
Research Studies in
English of Government J.
Y o g a n a n d a m
Chhattisgarh College
Raipur.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Commissioner
Sharda Verma said that
Mahatma Gandhi has al-
ways been a Father figure,
a guardian of the nation,
for whom she has great re-
spect. He was a remark-
able man who practised
and  implemented his the-
ories and ideas on himself
first.

Mrs Verma added that
Mahatma Gandhi’s con-
cept of truth and non-vio-
lence will never be old or
irrelevant. The
Commissioner also point-
ed how 

Gandhi had played a
major role to end untouch-
ability in the society. She
appreciated the efforts of
the English Department in
bringing forth the book.

The Commissioner of
the Higher Education has
urged the faculty mem-
bers of the college to im-
plement the new educa-
tion policy so that the
youth could get benefited
which will be beneficial
for the society as well as
the country also. Verma

said that she feels con-
cerned when she sees that
the Gross Enrollment
Ratio (GER) of higher edu-
cation in Chhattisgarh is
lagging behind the coun-
try's and so the efforts
should be done to make it
equivalent to the national
level. She suggested that
it can be increased by
starting online courses.

So Mrs Sharda Verma
urged the college admin-
istration to work for get-
ting A+ grade from

NAAC. This would
Immediate make the col-
lege eligible to start on-
line distance education
courses which is a sure
way of increasing GER
with the existing re-
sources in the college.

The Commissioner said
that only one college of
Chhattisgarh has the ini-
tiated process for getting
accreditation from the
National Institutional
Ranking Framework
(NIRF). The Higher

Education Department
has started preparing a
work plan for getting the
NIRF ranking. Four to
five colleges in Raipur
district should start
preparations for getting
accreditation of the NIRF,
she added.

She also urged the fac-
ulty members of the col-
lege to give a new height
to  Government J.
Y o g a n a n d a m
Chhattisgarh College
Raipur so that they could
feel proud.

Principal Dr Amitabh
Banerjee gave the wel-
come address and pre-
sented the report of the
College.

Dr Banerjee informed
that over 4,000 students
are getting education in
Government J.
Y o g a n a n d a m
Chhattisgarh College
Raipur at present. He un-
derlined that 174 out of
211 colleges in the state
have been  evaluated by
National Assessment and
Accreditation Council
(NAAC) under the leader-
ship of madam Sharda
Verma.The Principal also
informed that Post
Graduate courses in

Botany and Psychology
and B.Sc. in Computer
Sciences would start from
the next academic session
in the college.

The Principal stated
that the college is com-
mitted to proform for the
benefit of the society. Dr
Kirti Tiwari also intro-
duced the chief guest to
the audience.

IQAC Coordinator Dr
Anita Juneja conducted
the proceedings of the
programme. Senior facul-
ty member Akhilesh
Tiwari proposed the vote
of thanks. Shreya pre-
sented Saraswati
Vandana. Kumkum and
Manshi sang the state
song. Vasu Gandharv
sang Mahatma Gandhi’s
prayer.

Joint Directors of the
Higher Education
Department, Dr D S Jagat
and Dr Pankaj Mehta,
Professor Pushpa
Kaushik, Registrar of the
College Hariram Verma,
faculty members Dr
Shashank Gupta, Dr
Rachana Mishra, other
faculty members, non
teaching staff and stu-
dents also attended the
programme.

Book ‘Gandhian Thought and Culture’ released

Commissioner of Higher Education Mrs. Sharda Verma along with Principal Dr Amitabh
Banerjee releasing the book “Gandhian Thought and Culture” in Government J.
Yoganandam Chhattisgarh College Raipur on Saturday.
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New Delhi, Jan 14 (PTI) 

A CBI team descended
on the office of Delhi
Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia on
Saturday to seek some
records related to the
Delhi Excise policy case,
according to agency offi-
cials.

While city government
sources said that the CBI
team was conducting
“searches” at Sisodia’s
office at Delhi
Secretariat, agency offi-
cials maintained that the
CBI “visited” the premis-
es to collect documents
and no “raid or search”

was being carried out.
Taking to Twitter,

Sisodia claimed the
agency did not find any-
thing against him dur-
ing previous raids and
this time too it will be
the same as he has done
nothing wrong.

“The CBI has again
reached my office today.
They are welcome.

“They conducted raids
at my house, searched
the locker, made en-
quiries in my village.
Nothing was found then
and nothing will be
found now because I
have done no wrong.
Have worked honestly

for the education of
Delhi’s children,” the
Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP)leader said.

Agency officials said
that “no search or raid is
taking place at the office
of the Deputy Chief
Minister by the CBI”.

They said the team
may have gone to collect
some records in the ex-
cise policy case or seek
clarifications.

The CBI probe into the
alleged excise scam was
recommended last year
by Delhi LG VK Saxena.

The agency had regis-
tered a case against
several persons includ-
ing Sisodia.

The CBI had also
questioned the AAP
leader in connection
with the case for sever-
al hours besides con-
ducting raids at his offi-
cial residence.

The agency filed its
first charge sheet
against seven accused on
November 25 last year.
Sisodia did not figure in
the document.

Officials said investi-
gators have kept the
probe open into the al-
leged role of Sisodia, a
senior AAP leader, and
others named in the
First Information Report
(FIR).

Arrested businessmen
Vijay Nair and Abhishek
Boinpally were among
the seven accused
named in the charge
sheet.

“Further investigation
is continuing to investi-
gate the role of accused
named in the FIR and
other persons on various
allegations including
conspiracies with other
licensees, money trails,
cartelisation and larger
conspiracies in the for-
mulation and imple-
mentation of the Excise

Policy,” the CBI
spokesperson had said
in a statement.

It is alleged the Delhi
government’s policy to
grant licences to liquor
traders was influenced
in favour of certain
dealers who had al-
legedly paid bribes for
it, a charge strongly re-
futed by the AAP.

“It was further al-
leged that irregularities
were committed includ-
ing in the modifications
in Excise Policy, extend-
ing undue favours to the
licencees, waiver/re-
duction in licence fee,
the extension of L-1 li-
cense without approval,
etc. “It was also alleged
that illegal gains on ac-
count of these acts were
diverted to concerned
public servants by pri-
vate parties by making
false entries in their
books of accounts,” the
CBI spokesperson had
said.

CBI sleuths at Delhi DyCM Sisodia’s office
Excise policy case

Jaipur, Jan 14 (PTI) 

The Jaipur
Development Authority
(JDA) on Saturday re-
sumed demolition of ille-
gal construction done in
the house of Bhupendra
Saran who is an accused
in the recent grade-2
teacher recruitment exam-
ination paper leak case, of-
ficials said.

The action by enforce-
ment wing of JDA began
on Friday evening after
the JDA tribunal rejected
the Saran’s petition seek-
ing extra time to remove
the encroachments.

On Monday, the wing
had demolished a five-
storey building in which
Saran used to run his
coaching centre. The
building was illegal, the
officials said.

The chief controller
(enforcement), JDA,
Raghuveer Saini said
our teams helped the
family to take out their
belongings from the

house before carrying out
the demolition drive.

He said that the demoli-
tion drive resumed on
Saturday morning and is
continuing. Earlier, the en-
forcement wing conducted
inspection of Saran’s
house built on a plot of 141
sq yard in Rajni Vihar,
Ajmer Road and found
that the construction was
done by covering front and
back setbacks of 15 feet

and 8.3 feet, respectively.
Height of the four-storey
building also exceeded the
permissible limit of eight
metres, the officials said.

Last month, a total of 55
people, including 37 candi-
dates, were arrested in the
grade-2 teacher recruit-
ment examination paper
leak case. Udaipur police
had intercepted a bus in
which candidates were on
the way to appear for the
exam. Question papers were
recovered from the candi-
dates following which they
were arrested.

JDA resumes demolition of illegal
construction in accused’s house

Rajasthan paper
leak case

Bengaluru, Jan 14 (PTI) 

Karnataka Chief
Minister Basavaraj
Bommai on Saturday said
the state budget is likely
to be presented on
February 17, and asserted
that it would be “pro-peo-
ple”.

The upcoming budget
will focus on programmes
that would give more sup-
port to working classes,
women and youth, he said
listing out some govern-
ment schemes that are
being implemented in the
state.

Bommai, who also

holds the Finance portfo-
lio, will be presenting the
budget.

The upcoming budget is
important for the ruling
BJP as it will be the last
one ahead of assembly
elections by May.

“During the next cabi-
net meeting, we will de-
cide on the dates for joint
session of Karnataka leg-
islature and for the budget
session. Budget is likely to
be presented on February
17. All the preparations
for it has begun,” the
Chief Minister said.

Speaking to reporters
here, he said the state’s

revenue collection for the
quarter ending December
has crossed the target,
and that he has given di-
rections regarding the tar-
gets for the last quarter of
the financial year.

“In this background, I
have decided to give a pro-
people budget this time.
We are thinking about giv-
ing more stress on public
welfare schemes.

More benefits should be
given to working classes,
women, youth, weaker or
lower sections of the soci-
ety, from farmers, labour-
ers among others,” he
added.

Karnataka budget likely to be 
presented on Feb 17: CM 
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Washington, Jan 14 (PTI):

The US and Japan
have said that in associa-
tion with India and
Australia, they will en-
sure that the Quad con-
tinues to be a force for
good or the benefit of the
Indo-Pacific, amid
China’s growing mili-
tary muscle-flexing in
the strategically vital re-
gion.

The two countries said
this in a joint statement
after the meeting be-
tween US President Joe
Biden and Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida
of Japan at the White
House on Friday.

“With an unbreakable
bilateral relationship as
our foundation, we will
also collaborate with
others, in the region and
beyond, for the benefit of
the Indo-Pacific and the
world,” the joint state-
ment said.

“Together with
Australia and India, we
will ensure the Quad
continues to be a force
for good, committed to
bringing tangible bene-
fits to the region, includ-
ing by delivering results
on global health, cyber-
security, climate, critical
and emerging technolo-

gies, and maritime do-
main awareness,” it said.

In November 2017, the
US, Australia, India and
Japan gave shape to the
long-pending proposal of
setting up the Quad to
develop a new strategy
to keep the critical sea
routes in the Indo-Pacific
free of any influence,
amidst China’s muscle
flexing in the region.

China claims nearly
all of the disputed South
China Sea, though
Taiwan, the Philippines,
Brunei, Malaysia and
Vietnam all claim parts
of it.

Beijing has built artifi-
cial islands and military
installations in the

South China Sea. Beijing
is also involved in a mar-
itime dispute with Japan
over the East China Sea.

According to the joint
statement, Japan and the
US will continue sup-
porting ASEAN centrali-
ty and unity as well as
the ASEAN Outlook on
the Indo-Pacific.

ASEAN Outlook on
the Indo-Pacific envis-
ages ASEAN Centrality

as the underlying princi-
ple for promoting coop-
eration in the Indo-
Pacific region, with
ASEAN-led mecha-
nisms, such as the East
Asia Summit (EAS), as
platforms for dialogue
and implementation of
the Indo-Pacific coopera-
tion, while preserving
their formats.

“Our cooperation
today is unprecedented,
rooted in our shared vi-
sion of a free and open
Indo-Pacific and a peace-
ful and prosperous
world, guided by our
shared values including
the rule of law.

At the same time, the
Indo-Pacific faces grow-
ing challenges, from ac-
tions inconsistent with
the rules-based interna-
tional order by China to
provocations by North
Korea,” Biden and
Kishida said in their
joint statement.

Earlier in a joint Oval
Office media appear-

ance, Biden said there
has never been a time
when the US has been
closer to Japan.

“Last year in Japan,
you said to me, and I
quote, ‘We are two na-
tions that share funda-
mental values.’ I couldn’t
agree with you more. We
are.

These shared demo-
cratic values are the
source of our strength,
the source of our al-
liance, and the source of
our being able to deliver
for all our people,” he
said.

“We’re modernising
our military alliance,
building on Japan’s his-
toric increase in defence
spending and new
National Security
Strategy. Let me be crys-
tal clear: The United
States is fully, thorough-
ly, completely committed
to the alliance and, more
importantly, to the de-
fence of Japan,” Biden
said.

Will ensure Quad continues to be force for
good: Joint statement by US, Japan

President Joe Biden meets Japanese Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida in the Oval Office of the White House in
Washington.

Selma (US), Jan 14 (AP):

Stunned residents tried to
salvage belongings, and res-
cue crews pulled survivors
from beneath collapsed
houses on Friday in the af-
termath of a tornado-
spawning storm system that
killed at least nine people as
it barrelled across parts of
Georgia and Alabama. The
widespread destruction
came into view a day after
violent storms flipped mo-
bile homes into the air, sent
uprooted trees crashing
through buildings, snapped

trees and utility poles and
derailed a freight train.
Those who emerged with
their lives gave thanks as
they searched the wreck-
age to find anything
worth saving. “God was
sure with us,” Tracey
Wilhelm said as she
looked over the shattered
remnants of her mobile
home in Alabama’s
Autauga County.

She was at work on
Thursday when a tornado
lifted her mobile home off
its foundation and
dumped it several feet

away in a heap of rubble.
Her husband and their

five dogs scrambled into a
shed that stayed intact, she
said. Rescue workers later
found them inside un-
harmed. A search crew also
found five people unharmed
but trapped in a storm shel-
ter after a wall from the ad-
jacent house fell onto it,
Autauga County Coroner
Buster Barber said.

Survivors emerge from wreckage
after US storms kill 9 people

Workers prepare to board up windows as they recover
from a tornado that passed through downtown Selma.



I ndia is Celebrating it's 75th
Army Day on Sunday to com-

memorate Gen. Cariappa taking over
as the First Army Chief on 15th the
January, 1947. Over the timeline, the
legacy of Indian Army has come a
long way ahead and at present,
stands studded on the brink of
changing warfare dynamics. As the
cloud of fighting a two-front war is
hanging over New Delhi, the diplo-
mats are having a tough time as they
are busy buying time. Though, in the
era of Nuclear weapons, it seems far
from the reality that either of our ad-
versaries will get involved in a full-
blown conventional war. However,
the legacy which China owns of
being a non-reliable and expansionist
country, nothing can be neglected.
On the other hand,a ever hostile
Islamabad exists, which continuously
lurks to find an opportunity to rein-
force itself behind Chinese aggres-
sion. Thus, it becomes very crucial to
understand the preparedness of the
Indian armed forces. Although India
has the fourth most powerful military
power in the world, still the armed
forces are facing a huge challenge of
modernization. Looking at the threat
perceptions of India, it is important
to overcome those challenges. In re-
cent times the dimensions of warfare
have changed considerably and
therefore Defence policy perspec-
tives have to take into account our
responses to a short war situations
as well as proxy wars. It therefore be-
comes imperative that arming and
modernisation of forces with the
right capability and technology can-
not be delayed any longer. With this

in view, Atma-Nirbharta or Self re-
liance in defence will have to address
two important areas i.e. maintenance
of existing assets and acquisition of
next generation weapon systems and
platforms.

The country cannot have too many
dependencies and Indigenous pro-
duction has to be the Vision. We need
to therefore, establish a “Production
Eco System”, which shall meet our
requirements. The key areas which
would need our emphasis would re-
late to design and development of
technology and utilisation of all our
national resources and capability in
terms of the Public sector, Private
sector, Academia, Industry and start
ups. A lot of programmes are on the
roll to acquire a modern rifles, ma-
chine guns and protective gears. The
army has already begun the process
to acquire the same. The long stand-
ing Made in India 'INSAS' rifle is
being replaced by the American SIG
Sauer rifles, as the standard rifle for
the Infantry. Apart from this, 2023 is
going to be a milestone year, as the
long awaited AK 203 Kalashnikov
Rifles will start to arrive, as a result
of a joint collaboration between
Ordnance Factory Board and Russia.
Apart from this, India is reorganizing
its mechanized force to achieve
strategic mobility for a quick thrust
into enemy territory. Further, to add
teeth to its firepower India has suc-
cessfully ordered and inducted M777
howitzers from the USA and inducted
new variant of DRDO developed
Pinaka Multiple rocket launcher,
which can fire a salvo of 12 HE rock-
ets in just 44 seconds and has a range

up to 90 km. The system mounted on
TATA truck adds a feather to its mo-
bility. Also, the DRDO developed
Automated Towed Artillery Gun
System(ATAGS) or also known as
'Indian Bofors' is what many believe,
a game changer and is looked upon
with promising eyes. All other
Indigenous developments which the
Army is keenly desperate to have
hands on, include a wide array of
missiles, Small arms ranging from
pistols and Sub machine Guns to
Sniper rifles, attachments of the
same, Armoured vehicles to Main
Battle Tanks, High altitude clothing
and bullet proof jackets, Melee
weapons and further on. However,
with all these inductions and many
others in the pipeline, the major issue
that Indian the army still faces is the
availability of funds for future pro-
curement. Since modernization is a
continuous process, it cannot be halt-
ed once new procurement is made.

Apart from the Arsenal, Army is
also on the verge of a major restruc-
turization after necessary approval.
The concept of IBG or Integrated bat-
tle groups Once introduced in the
Structurizational strata, these light
brigade-level all weather formations,
which are capable of taking swift ac-
tion, will be the need of the hour in
coming decades. The aim of this re-
form is to cut the overall strength to
about 1,50,000 personnel in 5-7 year
span. This ultimate goal is to make
the Army leaner and finer as well as
stout. Cutting the personnel size will
save adequate fund for equipping ex-
isting soldiers. In addition, a lot other
transformational changes are being
implemented organizationally, which
is a positive sign. The creation of the
Theatre Commands is a work at hand
and may take a few years. In addi-
tion, the aspects as discussed above,
needs to be deliberated and imple-
mented with meticulous forethought
to make the Army leaner but with
more agility. The creation of more
counter-offensive Formations, which
can be deployed at short notice,
would become the key issue to raise
India’s strategic deterrence against
China and thus prevent a war.

It is an undisputed fact that coun-

tries, which upgrade its military
ahead of time, deter the adversary
from waging war. Today’s soldier
needs to be technically savvy, physi-
cally and mentally robust. Indian
armed forces also need a long term
strategy which includes improving
teeth to tail ratio, improving com-
mand, control, communication, intelli-
gence and developing a large indige-
nous arsenal. However, over the peri-
od of time, Indian armed forces decid-
ed to carry out extensive and far-
reaching reforms with the aim to en-
hance its warfighting capabilities. A
lot is required to achieve the strategic
objective and the military has the key
role to play in attaining those objec-
tives. Thus, it becomes crucial for the
Indian Armed Forces to look into the
loophole in the limited time frame and
work to overcome those loopholes in a
time-bound manner. The process of
modernizing the largest standing
army in the world is without a doubt,
an arduous task. The whole transition
remains in the public domain because
of the continuous tussle of the army
with hostile neighbours. 

Unfortunately, what many ignore
or do not grasp is the fact that mod-
ernization of the armed forces is a
time-consuming, tedious process and
requires a clear vision, strategy and a
shared common National goal. It can-
not be something that changes with
the change in the government. It is
like adding a block to an existing one.
National security is not the scenario
where one runs for water after see-
ing the house on fire. It is the timely
analysis of threat and building strate-
gies to avert them. Both China and
Pakistan are continued to orches-
trate its destabilizing design against
India. While Indian Army has to de-
fend multiple fronts, either of our ad-
versaries remain far from the threat
perception levels as Delhi's.
Although, history has it, that, It is not
the machine but the man behind the
machine that shifts the outcome of
the war. However, undermining the
adversary's capability itself goes
against the basic principle of war.

((WWrriitteerr  iiss  IItteerrnneeee  DDeennttiisstt  ffrroomm
MMuummbbaaii..  VViieewwss  aarree  ppeerrssoonnaall))..
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MCD Drama 
As scheduled, the assem-

bly elections for Gujarat,
Himachal Pradesh and
Delhi's MCD are over peace-
fully. The results of the
above-mentioned elections
are also out. In the mean-
time, governments are also
formed in Gujarat and
Himachal Pradesh. It is BJP
in Gujarat, Congress in
Himachal Pradesh and AAP
in MCD were the respective
winners. Unfortunately,
even after months of the
declaration of the results of
MCD polls, the issue of the
Mayor has remained unset-
tled. The sheer ruckus ex-
hibited in selecting/electing
the Mayor by the elected rep-
resentatives of both BJP
and AAP has made us think
once again that nation's poli-
tics has once again become
the last resort of scoundrels.
I pity the electors of Delhi.
They should hang their
heads in shame for their
wrong choice.

Dr. Ashim Chowdhury,
Guwahati

Pharma supply chain
In sensitive products such

as medicines, global percep-
tion is important for India’s
pharma industry. The gov-
ernment must undertake a
thorough and transparent
inquiry into the supply
chain from vendors of active
pharmaceutical ingredients
to the manufacturing and
regulatory processes. With
global recognition comes
the responsibility of ensur-
ing stringent product stan-
dards that can make a differ-
ence between life and death.
The Central regulator
CDSCO must be held ac-
countable for such failures.
The government should
learn from these tragedies
and global embarrassment
and bring reforms.

Sanjay Chopra, by mail

Medicare in 
rural India

It is a matter of grave con-
cern that rural masses con-
tinue to bear the brunt of
paucity of qualified medical
staff. This is contrary to
what Mahatma Gandhi said
that the country’s develop-
ment passes through vil-
lages. Why a larger section
of society that lives in vil-
lages and is instrumental in
development, glory and de-
fence of the country should
be deprived of the most-
needed medical services. It
is one of the reasons that
rural people are inclined to
shift to urban areas, putting
more pressure on the al-
ready strained civic ameni-
ties. The government should
provide fully qualified med-
ical staff in rural areas and
bolster the required infra-
structure. Such deprivation
after 75 years of Indepen-
dence is an act of grave dis-
parity.
Gian P Kansal, New Delhi
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TO THE EDITOR✍
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Devotees gather on the banks of Ganga river to take a ‘holy dip’ on the occasion of ‘Makar Sankranti’, at Har Ki Pauri in Haridwar, Saturday, Jan. 14.

MAKAR SANKRANTI

P rime Minister Narendra Modi flagging off the world's longest river
cruise from Varanasi in Uttar Pradesh to Dibrugarh in Assam on

Friday marks a new milestone in revival of the Brahmaputra waterway for
transport, tourism and trade in Assam and other states of the Northeast
region. Indo-Bangladesh Protocol (IBP) route forming part of the 3,200-
km-long route of the cruise, its operation also signifies deepening bilater-
al relations between the two neighbouring countries. During the 51-day
trip, MV Ganga Vilas will sail across 27 river systems in India and
Bangladesh and cover tourism destinations like Kashi, Bodh Gaya,
Vikramshila, Patna Sahib and Majuli. The cruise will provide the tourist
multinational experience with visits to 50 tourist spots, including world
heritage sites, national parks, river ghats, and major cities like Patna in
Bihar, Sahibganj in Jharkhand, Kolkata in West Bengal, Dhaka in
Bangladesh and Guwahati in Assam. This will demonstrate the scope of
India and Bangladesh exploring the Brahmaputra waterway and water-
ways in Bangladesh for boosting tourism between the two countries,
more particularly to and from the Northeast, apart from trade, commerce
activities and transit facility. The IBP route is a strategic link for connec-
tivity between the National Waterway (NW)-1 (river Ganga) and NW-2
(river Brahmaputra). Viability of connectivity between NW-1 and NW-2
was demonstrated in March last year through smooth arrival of a vessel
bringing 200 MT of food grain for the Food Corporation of India from
Patna to Guwahati. Water transport being energy efficient, it is the cheap-
est mode of transport compared to road and railways but maintaining the
navigable fairway of waterways round the year is crucial for long-term
sustainability of various connectivity initiatives like running cruise, pas-
senger and cargo vessels. Quantum increase in investment for dredging
operations in Brahmaputra and IBP route and capacity building along with
application of cost-effective and innovative technology will go a long way
in overcoming the challenges posed by heavy sediment loads of these wa-
terways. The Prime Minister mentioned in his speech that compared to
only five national waterways in 2014, now there are 111 national water-
ways in the country and about two dozen are in operation already and
there has been three times increase in cargo transportation via river wa-
terways from 30 lakh metric tonnes eight years ago. This speaks volumes
of the priority given by the government to harnessing the potential of wa-
terways for accelerating economic growth. Regular running of cargo ves-
sels can bring down transportation cost of essential commodities sup-
plied to the Northeast region from other states and this, in turn, will make
available the goods at much cheaper prices. The states in the region play-
ing a pro-active role in harnessing the potential will benefit the people in
the region. The challenge in sustainability and cost-effectives in operation
of cargo vessel via Brahmaputra and IBP routes will be ensuring that the
containers do not go empty and vessels return with goods produced in the
region for markets in the rest of India as well as markets in Bangladesh.
Roping in traders, commerce, industries, banks, industry associations, ex-
porters in planning the roadmap for cargo operation on these routes will
help identification of untapped market for goods and commodities pro-
duced in the region such as handloom and handicraft items, agricultural
and horticultural produce. Increasing bilateral trade between Bhutan and
Bangladesh has led to Bhutanese traders using the Brahmaputra water-
way and IBP routes to export goods to Bangladesh and this has increased
the viability of use of the waterways between India and Bangladesh on a
bigger commercial scale. Entrepreneurs in the Northeast, taking a cue
from the Bhutanese exporters, can take a renewed look at the river
Brahmaputra to unlock the huge export potential in the region and ex-
plore niche markets in Bangladesh and the rest of India by using the in-
land water transport mode. The Prime Minister also laying the foundation
stone of a ship repairing centre at Pandu has paved the way for saving
time and money of owners of ships and vessels and increasing availability
of more ships and vessels for cargo and passenger transport. They are
currently required to send their vessel to Kolkata for repairing through
NW-1 and IBP routes and it takes several months, besides the huge cost of
operation to get those repaired. Expediting the construction of the ship
repairing centre will also motivate more investors to come forward for
harnessing the inland water transport potential in Assam and availability
of more ships and vessels will inspire local entrepreneurs to experiment
with new and innovative business ideas in the sector for trade and com-
mercial opportunities. The Union Budget and state Budgets of North-east-
ern states announcing new schemes and projects for boosting inland
water transport in the region can provide a bigger push to motivate them.
The cruise will arrive at Dibrugarh on March 1 with a message for the re-
gion that viability of the Brahmaputra waterway is established, and it is
high time to fully unlock its potential.

Dr Krishnakumar Vepakomma

I t is well known that wearable technology is one of the fastest-
growing segments of the technology business. It is truly amazing

how wearable electronic technology and equipment are altering health-
care by making it possible to continuously check one's health outside of
a medical environment. Our way of life is changing as a result of wear-
able electronics, which include everything from fitness trackers and
body sensors that monitor our health and wellbeing to smart jewelry
and clothing. Wearable technology, artificial intelligence (AI), machine
learning, and the Internet of Medical Things (IoMT) enable doctors to
monitor patients' ongoing health requirements and quickly access pa-
tient records in an emergency, enhancing the quality of care and lower-
ing mortality. The market for wearable medical devices is expanding as
a result of factors like rising awareness, the expansion of healthcare fa-
cilities, technological advancements, and product innovation.More than
722 million wearable devices were in use worldwide in 2019. In fact, the
global market for wearable technology saw a noticeable jump in 2020.In
2021, the market for wearable technology was estimated to be worth
approximately $115.8 billion, and by 2028, it is expected to be worth
$380.5 billion. Leading manufacturers of wearable technology are Apple,
Google, Samsung, Informa, and Amazon.According to a Grand View
Research, Inc. report, the market for pet wearables is anticipated to
grow at a CAGR of 14.3% from 2023 to 2030, reaching a value of USD
6.88 billion.Because more people are realizing how important it is to
maintain their fitness and health, the market is anticipated to
increase.Today's market leaders are smartwatches and wearable med-
ical devices.The wearables market in India grew by a record-breaking
double-digit rate in the first quarter of 2022, with shipments topping
13.9 million devices, claims research firm International Data
Corporation India (IDC).When  Wearables finally include AI(Artificial
Intelligence)and data analytics into their software, the potential for in-
novation will fly even higher. The wearable technology industry believes
that this will increase consumer interest in different wearables, which
will become more commonplace and help us in every aspect of our life.
Therefore, wearable technology offers a wide range of opportunities
that go beyond health and wellbeing and may eventually turn into indis-
pensable tools for many, if not all, enterprises.

Wearable technology 
in healthcare

Unlocking the potential of
Brahmaputra waterway 

Towards the Future: A look at the
Modernization of the Sentinels

Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit

I ndian army day is marked
every year on 15 January to

remember the event when
General KM Cariappa became
the first Indian Commander-in-
Chief of Independent India. The
Indian Army celebrated its 75th
Army Day. Kodandera M.
Cariappa took over as the
Commander-in-Chief of the
Indian Army from General
Butcher. He was an army officer
with a distinguished career in
the British Indian Army and later

the Indian Army. In 1919, he
joined the army when he re-
ceived the King’s Commission
with the first group of Indian
cadets.Before taking charge as
Army chief, he administered the
country’s army on the west dur-
ing the Indo-Pak War of 1947. He
had a vital contribution to vari-
ous reattaining territories in
Kargil. The story of his appoint-
ment is also very interesting.
The story goes something like
this – Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru
was having a meeting with sen-
ior army personals and cabinet
ministers. He suggested that the
post of first army chief should
be given to a British officer be-
cause Indian officers have no ex-
perience in handling such a post.
One of the army personnel pres-
ent their, objected to this and
said that, “as we also don’t have
the experience of leading a na-
tion, so we should appoint a
British person as our first Prime
Minister.” After hearing this,
Nehru realised his mistake and
asked the person that would he
like to become the first army
chief? On this he suggested the

name of Lieutenant general
K.M. Cariappa who was also
present there and thus he be-
came the first army chief.

The day reminds us that inde-
pendence wasn’t just a fight of
one day but a lengthy process.
Indian Army Day is celebrated to
recognise the efforts of this Man
of Principals. He was known for
his compassion & discipline. He
inspired generations by demon-
strating the highest standards of
patriotism.It is said that, lucky
are those who get selected for
Indian army.With countries like
the US, China, and Russia, our
nation’s army is one of the
biggest armed forces in the
world that operates on “Serve
others before self” as its ultimate
agenda. Discover more about the
Indian Army Day's history, signif-
icance, and celebrations.

As we all know, Indian army
has a long and glorious history.
Therefore, it is difficult to talk
about everything in such a limit-
ed space. It would not be wrong
to say that there would be no
India without Indian Army. It is
the backbone of the country. It is

also one of the few institutions
left in the country which could
be considered as completely
neutral and reliable.India be-
came an independent nation
after gaining freedom from
British rulers in 1945 after al-
most 200 years. During that
time, the country was experi-
encing a lot of chaos & riots as
many refugees and people were
migrating from Pakistan. Even
though the country got freedom
from British rulers in 1947, it did-
n't have the official reins of the
Indian army in its hand until two
years later, in 1979. Finally, on
the day of 26th January 1950,
the Constitution of the country
was declared, and India became
a republic country. Soldiers are
one of the greatest assets of any
country. They are the guardians
of the nation and protect its citi-
zens at all costs. The primary
mission of the Indian Army is to
ensure national security and na-
tional unity, to defend the nation
from external aggression and in-
ternal threats, and to maintain
peace and security within its
borders.

We have taken for granted
that someone is always de-
ployed to guard our borders
while we sleep in our cosy
homes or there will be someone
to take the bullets of the ene-
mies and terrorists for us.We
sleep comfortably in our homes
because we know that even if
we are not alert, there are some
people who are always aware so
that we can be safe. 

These people are part of the
country's Army. The first priority
of the Indian Army is to cater for
the security of the nation, its
unity and integrity, defence
from any kind of external ag-
gression and internal threats,
and to keep peace and security
within the borders. The Army
also manages rescue missions at
the time of natural disasters,
calamities or any other distur-
bances, displaying their humani-
tarian face. Let us patch our
ways and start giving real re-
spect to the soldiers otherwise a
time may come when there will
be no one to defend our mother-
land. Long live India and long
live Indian army.

Indian Army is the backbone of the country
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BRIEF

Whirlpool of India
New Delhi: Whirlpool
of India on Friday
said its Managing
Director Vishal Bhola
has resigned from the
post. The company
has appointed
Narasimhan Eswar as
Managing Director
(MD) and Additional
Director. Eswar joins
Whirlpool of India
from Ki Mobility
Solutions, where he is
currently holding the
position of CEO and
President, according
to a regulatory filing.
At its meeting held on
Friday, the company's
board accepted the
resignation of Bhola.
The company said its
current MD will serve
till April 3, 2023.

D-Mart Q3 profit
New Delhi: Avenue
Supermarts Ltd,
which owns and oper-
ates the retail chain D-
Mart, on Saturday re-
ported a 6.71 per cent
increase in its consoli-
dated net profit to Rs
589.64 crore for the
third quarter ended
on December 31, 2022.
The company had
posted a net profit of
Rs 552.53 crore in the
October-December
quarter a year ago,
said Avenue
Supermarts in a BSE
filing. Its revenue
from operations was
up 25.50 per cent to Rs
11,569.05 crore during
the quarter under re-
view as against Rs
9,217.76 crore in the
corresponding quar-
ter of the last fiscal.

HDFC Bank
Mumbai: HDFC Bank
on Saturday reported
a 19.9 per cent jump in
its net profit at Rs
12,698 crore for the
third quarter ended
December 2022, helped
by a healthy rise in
core income. On a
standalone basis, the
largest private sector
lender's post tax profit
grew 18.5 per cent to
Rs 12,259.5 crore as
compared to the year-
ago period, as per an
exchange filing. The
core net interest in-
come grew 24.6 per
cent to Rs 22,987.8
crore, on the back of a
19.5 per cent increase
in advances.

USFDA 
New Delhi: The US
health regulator has
pulled up drug major
Sun Pharma for man-
ufacturing lapses, in-
cluding failure to fol-
low appropriate writ-
ten procedures de-
signed to prevent mi-
crobiological contami-
nation of drug prod-
ucts, at its Gujarat-
based plant. In a
warning letter, the US
Food and Drug
Administration
(USFDA) pointed out
various lapses at the
Halol plant which pro-
duces finished phar-
maceutical products.

RailTel 
New Delhi:RailTel
has received a work
order for designing, in-
stalling and managing
the Integrated
Command Control
Centre (ICCC) and
other associated activi-
ties for Puducherry
Smart City. RailTel
Corporation of India
Limited, a mini-ratna
public sector undertak-
ing (PSU) under the
Ministry of Railways,
received the work
order from the
Department of
Revenue and Disaster
Management of the
Puducherry adminis-
tration to design, devel-
op, supply, install, test,
commission, operate
and manage the ICCC
for a five-year period.

TECHNICAL EMPOWERMENT OF STUDENTS

BJP MP and Bollywood actor Hema Malini distributes smartphones/tablets under a scheme for technical empower-
ment of students, in Mathura, Saturday, Jan. 14.

Kolkata, Jan 14 (PTI):

Microfinance institu-
tions, which have acted as
a financial support system
to low-income households
by offering credit access to
six crore borrowers in the
last few years, will play a
leading role in the growth
process of India, accord-
ing to a study.

From February 2017 to
June 2022, the MFI sector
underwent several trans-
formations in terms of in-
clusivity and expansion,
said the joint study con-
ducted by consultancy
m a j o r
PricewaterhouseCoopers(
PwC) and the Association
of Microfinance
Institutions of India.

According to the report,
the global market size of

the MFI industry is expect-
ed to grow by USD122.46
billion from 2021 to 2026 at
a compound annual
growth rate of 11.61 per
cent. Moreover, global de-
velopment agencies and
several governments have
made concerted efforts to
alleviate poverty through
micro-credits, it said.

From 2017 onwards, the
Indian MFI industry em-
braced the digital route by
using online delivery
channels, mobile banking
and e-wallets, paving the
way for the sector to adopt
digitisation at a large
scale. The future course of
the industry will be deter-
mined by the ability of
MFIs to forge partner-
ships, develop new prod-
ucts and investment chan-
nels and leverage technol-

ogy. The challenges that
the MFI sector will face
are the diverse nature of
customer segments such
as small farmers, vendors
and labourers.

"The consumer behav-
iour and loan require-
ments for different cus-
tomers may require varied
levels of services with fi-
nancial products and digi-
tal literacy," the study said.

It also said the depend-
ence on physical modes of
interaction poses a chal-
lenge for MFIs to reach
last-mile borrowers, which
has been evident during
the pandemic when group
gatherings could not be
held. Only technological
integration will be able to
assist MFIs in providing
services as well as repay-
ment collection processes.

MFIs to play leading
role in India’s 

economic growth
Gurugram, Jan 14: 
Ending the calendar year on a
positive note, Honda
Motorcycle & Scooter
India(HMSI) announced its
sales number for the month of
December 2022. The company’s
total sales for December’22
stood at 250,171. This includes
domestic sales of 233,151 units
and 17,020 units exports.
Noteworthy, the domestic sales
for the month registered 11%
growth over the same period of
last year which stood at 210,638
units. Commenting on HMSI’s
performance,  Atsushi Ogata,
Managing Director, President &
CEO, Honda Motorcycle &
Scooter India said, “The market
is gaining steady momentum
against previous months as well
as year-on-year basis. Factors
like healthy festival season,
good monsoon and increased
demand for personal mobility
has translated well to rise in
customer walk-ins & enquiries.
Our entire network is closely
engaging with customers via
both online & offline channels,
thus, making way for growth in
the coming time. 

HMSI closes 
Dec 22 with

250,171-unit sales

New Delhi, Jan 14 (PTI):

The CBIC on Saturday
said the customs depart-
ment is closely monitoring
import of toys and continu-
ously tackling newer modus
operandi adopted to circum-
vent the quality control and
safety norms.

The government earlier
this week said 18,600 toys
have been seized in the last
one month from major retail
stores, including those of
Hamleys and Archies, at air-
ports and malls across India
for lack of BIS quality mark
and use of fake licences.

In a tweet, the Central
Board of Indirect Taxes and
Customs (CBIC) said the
customs department is en-
gaged with both BIS and the
DGFT (Directorate General
of Foreign Trade) to thwart
attempts of circumventing
the quality control and safe-

ty checks. It said newer
modus operandi adopted to
circumvent the BIS restric-
tions by way of imports of
parts of toys, staggered im-
port of such parts through
different ports, and misdec-
laration of toys and their
parts as entirely different
items is being "continuously
tackled". "Indian Customs
has been closely monitoring
and addressing the problem
of import of toys which do
not meet BIS standards," the
CBIC tweeted.

CBIC's comment was in
response to a tweet by an in-
dividual who questioned
how customs clearance was
obtained during import of
toys which did not have BIS
quality mark.

Since January 1, 2021, the
government has made it
mandatory for toys to con-
form with safety norms
specified by the Bureau of
Indian Standards (BIS), a
national standard setting
body. The over 18,500 seized
toys over the last one month

were both locally manufac-
tured as well as imported.
Some of the toys did not
have mandatory BIS quality
mark, some had fake BIS li-
cence number and some
toys had 'origin of other
countries'.

The raids were conducted
in major retail stores, in-
cluding those of Hamleys,
Archies, WH Smith, Kids
Zone and Cococart, located
at major airports and malls
across the country.

Toys have also been
seized from the Archies
store at Ghaziabad's Pacific
Mall, WH Smith stores at
Hyderabad and Delhi air-
ports, Cococart stores at
Mumbai and Gujarat air-
ports, and Tiara Toys Zone
at Chennai airport, it said.

Besides, consumer protec-
tion regulator CCPA has
also issued notices to three
major e-commerce players
Amazon, Flipkart and
Snapdeal for alleged viola-
tion of toys quality control
order.

Customs dept closely 
monitoring toy imports: CBIC

Newer modus operandi
adopted to circumvent
BIS norms

Mumbai, Jan 14: 

Croma, India's first and most
trusted omnichannel electronics
retailer from the Tata Group,
has introduced one-of-its-kind
winter store that drives through
your city carrying winter essen-
tial appliances on a display to
give consumers a great experi-
ence. These mobile winter
stores provide home-style inte-
riors on wheels to visitors till
January, 2023, providing a sense
of cosiness and much-needed
warmth on-the-go in this win-
ter.      
As harsh winters settled in
most of the northern part of
India, Croma decided to bring
the winter essential electronics
closer to customers. One can
get hands on winter gadgets
like Hot and Cold ACs, Washer
Dryers, Geysers, Room Heaters,
Air Purifiers, and much more
from Croma Winter Store on

the Wheel. All the appliances in
the winter store are in a
switched-on mode, giving visi-
tors an opportunity to experi-
ence the products first-hand at
their convenience. Additionally,
all the appliances have a QR
code sticker attached to them
which will lead the potential
customers to the Croma web-
site to explore more details.
Visitors interested in buying
products from the Winter Store
on Wheels can share their con-
tact details and they will be
contacted by the nearest Croma
store.
Croma Winter store on wheels
will be in the following cities,
Faridabad, Gurgaon, Noida,
Ghaziabad, Lucknow, Ludhiana,
Jalandhar, Bathinda, Patiala,
Mohali, Zirakpur, Panchkula,
Bhopal, Indore, Raipur, Bhilai, in
the month of January and will
be stationed at prominent loca-
tions within the city. 

Croma ‘hot offers
in chill days’

New Delhi, Jany 14:

Ashok Leyland, the flag-
ship company of the
Hinduja group and the sec-
ond-largest manufacturer
of commercial vehicles in
India, is all set to extend
the data available from its
real-time monitored con-
nected network of 200,000
vehicles to insurance play-
ers and financiers for
making it advantageous
for consumers.

As a first step, the com-
pany is in the process of
roping in its in-house com-
pany Hinduja Leyland
Finance (HLF).

Through the telematics-
driven connected network,
the company helps vehi-
cles on the ground in pre-
dicting problems along
with quick support in case

of breakdowns to AI-based
customer solutions.

"We were the first com-
pany to deploy telematics,
which is level one of the
connected vehicles. That
has provided significant
value to our customers.

"Suppose if there is a
small change in the soft-
ware, you will have to go
and physically connect to
the vehicles.

"Similarly, if I have to di-
agnose the vehicle, I can
remotely access the vehi-

cle almost like a twin,"
said N Saravanan, chief
technology officer of
Ashok Leyland.

Saravanan added that
the company's plan is to
decrease the customer's
operating expenditure.

"The data can find if a
driver is driving safely.
Then the probability of an
accident will be lower.

"If we can show that this
customer's fleet is always
90 per cent loaded, there is
a much higher probability
that he will be able to pay
EMI. "We are looking to ex-
tend this data with our in-
house company HLF and
will do it with others
later," Saravanan added.

This is likely to bring
down insurance costs for
the consumer if his per-
formance is better.

Ashok Leyland’s telematics
is a next gen solution

Chennai, Jan 14 (PTI):
Public sector Indian Bank has
stepped up its offerings on its
digital transformation initiative
'Project WAVE' with the launch
of Kisan Credit Card loans to
farmers, the bank said on
Saturday. The city-headquar-
tered bank has rolled out online
facility to avail Kisan Credit Card
loans upto Rs 1.60 lakh and
renew agri-jewel loan upto Rs 4
lakh with a re-pledging system.
The bank in a statement said it
has partnered with auto-major
Maruti Suzuki India Ltd to pro-
vide digital auto financing lead
generation to customers.
Customers applying for foreign
remittances can do so through
the dedicated portal 'IND Trade
NXT'. "The inward foreign remit-
tances will be credited directly
into accounts on same day on
uploading required documents
by the customer," the bank said.

Indian Bank expands
digital offerings

under 'Project WAVE'
initiative

New Delhi, Jan 14 (PTI):

Competition watchdog
CCI's ruling against inter-
net giant Google is a step
towards the next phase of
digital revolution in India,
a top official of indigenous-
ly-developed apps platform
Indus OS said on Friday.

Indus OS Co-founder and
CEO Rakesh Deshmukh
said that the CCI ruling
against Google very clearly
encourages software inno-
vation, which will not only
help bring down the prices
of smartphone devices but
also ensure even further
digital penetration as op-
posed to stalling the
growth of the Android
ecosystem by pushing up
the device price point.

The CCI in October last
year slapped a Rs 1,337.76
crore fine on Google for ex-

ploiting its dominant posi-
tion with respect to
Android, which powers 97
per cent of smartphones in
India. It imposed another
Rs 936 crore penalty on the
US tech giant in a case re-
lated to its Play Store poli-
cies.

While in the first case,
CCI asked Google to allow
smartphone users on the
Android platform to unin-
stall apps and let them se-
lect a search engine of
their choice, the regulator

had asked the company to
take corrective steps on
policies that forced develop-
ers to use Google Play's
billing system to list their
apps on its Play Store.

Currently, one cannot
delete apps such as Google
Maps or YouTube from
their Android phones when
they come pre-installed.

"In its ruling, CCI has
categorically demonstrat-
ed multiple anti-competi-
tive actions carried out by
Google in the last decade.
In fact, it scuttled Indian
entrepreneurs in the
Android ecosystem with
unfair and restrictive
Google policies. The CCI
ruling against Google is a
step towards ushering in
the next phase of digital
revolution in the coun-
try," Deshmukh said in a
statement.

CCI ruling against Google a step towards
next phase of digital revolution: Indus OS

Rakesh Deshmukh

SBI Life’s eShield
Next secures 
family future

Mumbai, Jan 14: 
In the present era, everyone
wants to secure his/her fami-
ly’s future. For this, they take
various measures to safe-
guarded the future of their
loved ones. One of the most
reliable and cost effective
solution is having a Term insur-
ance plan that secures the
financial future of the family in
absence of the insured’s with-
out burning a hole in the pock-
et. However, it is also impor-
tant to understand if your term
insurance is future-ready, does
it level up to your needs as you
achieve life’s prominent mile-
stones. These important mile-
stones are getting married,
starting a family or buying a
house etc. Consider this sce-
nario, like most financially
aware individuals, you’ve
bought a term insurance early
in life to ensure basic financial
safety net.

Atlanta, Jan 14 (AP):

Delta Air Lines said
Friday that it earned 828
million in the fourth quar-
ter and that consumers are
still snapping up flights
and making purchases
with their airline-branded
credit cards.

The Atlanta-based air-
line said momentum has
carried over into the new
year, as the travel industry
continues to recover from
the worst of the pandemic.

Delta shares fell nearly
5% Friday morning, how-
ever, after the airline gave
a disappointing outlook
for first-quarter earnings.

CEO Ed Bastian said the
forecast included the esti-
mated cost of a new con-

tract for pilots, which is
awaiting a ratification
vote, while many analysts
did not consider that ex-
pense in their predictions.

Delta's report came a
day after American
Airlines delivered a rosy
update on its fourth quar-
ter, saying that rising rev-
enue would push earnings
per share to nearly double

the amount that Wall
Street expected.

Both carriers and other
U.S. airlines have been
helped by strong demand
for travel and a limited
number of flights a combi-
nation that has pushed
fares higher.

Airlines say that a short-
age of pilots, especially at
regional feeder airlines,

has curtailed their ability
to operate more flights.

However, Delta expects
to be operating at around
full pre-pandemic levels by
this summer. Investors are
starting to worry that as
airlines become convinced
that the travel recovery is
permanent, they will add
flights in a bid to grab a
bigger share of the market
and wind up driving fares
lower. That is good for
travellers but bad for air-
line investors, and it has
happened many times in
the industry. However, it is
unclear whether con-
sumers will continue to
spend freely on travel
while facing higher prices
for food, housing and
other essentials.

MODELS WALK THE RAMP

Models walk the ramp displaying the collection of fashion designer Tarun Tahiliani
during an event of the Mumbai Marathon, in Mumbai.

Holiday payoff: Delta Air Lines
posts $828M profit in 4Q



The makers of crime
thriller Farzi starring
Shahid Kapoor and

Vijay Sethupathi dropped
the trailer on Friday.

Created by Raj and DK,
the crime thriller marks the
digital debut of Shahid
Kapoor and Vijay
Sethupathi.

The series also stars Kay
Kay Menon, Raashii
Khanna, Amol Palekar,
Regina Cassandra and
Bhuvan Arora in pivotal
roles, and will stream in
India and across 240 coun-
tries and territories start-
ing February 10.

The trailer gives a
glimpse into the life of a
small-time con artist Sunny,
who finds himself drawn
into the dark while creating
a perfect con. However, a
fiery and unconventional
task force officer has made
it his mission to rid the na-
tion of the threat he poses.
Spanning eight episodes,
'Farzi' is a fast-paced, edgy,
one-of-a-kind crime thriller,
with the director duo's
trademark humour,
stitched around a clever un-
derdog street artist's pur-

suit to con the system that
favours the rich.

Speaking about the se-
ries on the trailer

launch day, Shahid Kapoor
said, "...And working with
such brilliant co-actors like
Vijay Sethupathi, Nanu
(Amolji), Kay Kay Menon,
Raashii had its own charm.
Playing Artist aka Sunny
wasn't simple, the character
is quite complex, his situa-
tions and his greed for a bet-
ter life makes him take
some decisions which he
has not necessarily thought
through." "I am quite sure
that the audience will love
the show, they will enjoy the
humour, the grit and the
overall story, it will keep
them on the edge of their
seats. And of course, Prime
Video will be taking this se-
ries to a worldwide audi-
ence, usse better kya hi ho
sakta hai, that people
around the world get to
watch this amazing con-
tent." Vijay added: "It has
been an absolute pleasure
working with the dynamic
duo Raj and DK and along-
side Shahid Kapoor, who is
both a talented actor and a
wonderful person. It was in-
credible to work with such a
brilliant team and create
something as mind blowing
as Farzi. I can't think of a
better digital debut, and I'm
excited for the series' global
release."

ACROSS
1. Highland miss
5. William or Sean
9. Fat
14. Voice range
15. Shakespeare's river
16. Nile animal, for short
17. Earth
18. Eye-opener
20. Pulsate
22. Constructs

23. Talks back
25. Coal source
27. Renter
29. Engrave with acid
33. Aardvarks
37. Halt!
38. Alert
39. Epsom ____
41. Make money
42. Impersonated
43. Wobbling

45. Chatters
46. Mail friend (2 wds.)
47. Undiluted
48. Snow vehicle
53. Moon feature
57. Pond growth
58. Misleading clue (2 wds.)
63. Ultimatum word
64. Basketball's Shaquille ____
65. Soft cheese
66. College woman
67. Mails
68. Capri or Man
69. Fling

DOWN
1. Continues
2. Oahu greeting
3. Mixes
4. Performs alone
5. Golf goal
6. Genesis woman
7. It follows Oct.
8. Vane dir.
9. Midwest airport
10. Snack
11. Heroic
12. Blot
13. Eternities
19. Gave temporarily
21. Greek letter
24. Gels
25. Actress ____ Dietrich
26. Foot part
28. Tidier

29. Water jug
30. Asian language
31. Iowa crop
32. Dangle
33. On vacation
34. ____ Valley (vineyard site)
35. Difficult journey
36. Conclusions
40. Amtrak stops (abbr.)
44. Jazz's ____ Fitzgerald
46. Feline sound
47. Rinds
49. Vote in
50. Arctic shelter
51. Vapors
52. Obeys
53. Farm yield
54. Nevada resort
55. Summer drinks
56. Not this
59. Batter's stat
60. Tax inits.
61. Zilch
62. Mild exclamation
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Vijay Sethupathi:
Shahid Kapoor is 
a talented actor, 

wonderful person

MX Studios, the in-
house content
studio of MX

Player, associated with
Dubai Economy &
Tourism, for an adven-
ture-packed three episod-
ic mini-series, ‘A Spin
Around Dubai,’ featuring
siblings Jamie and Jesse
Lever. The mini-series re-
leased on MX Player is a
hit with travel and adven-
ture enthusiasts. The sib-
ling duo, who took up the
challenge for an un-
planned trip, have now re-
vealed the fulfilling expe-
riences of the various ac-
tivities that they explored
in Dubai and gave them
an adrenaline rush.

Talking about her

shooting experience,
Jamie said, “We have
been to Dubai a few times
before but were unaware
of its diverse offerings. It
is through MX Player’s
mini-series ‘A Spin
Around Dubai’ that we
got to experience the un-
explored side of the city.
It was wonderful, and we
were so happy that we,
being a sibling duo, could
do something like this. Or
else, we see couples going
on such trips together.”

She further added,
“From experiencing the
breathtaking sunrise in a
hot air balloon to the edge
walk on the 53rd floor of
the Sky Views
Observatory, it was cer-

tainly an unforgettable
experience. The hot air
balloon ride was some-
thing unique to experi-
ence, and even the locals
weren’t aware that it was
astonishing. While I was
a little nervous about the
city sightseeing from the
heights, the safety meas-
ures were in place, and it
was a thrilling experi-
ence.”

A Spin Around Dubai
explores a unique jour-
ney to Dubai filled with
twists and turns by the
comedy duo with no itin-
erary and just a spinning
wheel in hand that de-
cides their fate in the new
city. The series is now
streaming on MX Player.

‘Everything was done
in a single take!’

'Kundali 'Bhagya'
actress Shraddha
Arya talked

about the entire se-
quence for which she will
be donning the look of a
sardar in the show and
she also added that it was
quite challenging to get
into the look.

She shared: "'Kundali
Bhagya' has been a chal-
lenging show for me
since the start, and
there's no doubt that I'm
enjoying every bit of it
and learning a lot. When
I got to know that Anjum
Fakih and I will be im-
personating as turban-
clad sardars, I was very
excited." In the recent
episodes, Preeta
(Shraddha Arya) and
Srishti (Anjum Fakih)
decided to disguise them-
selves as sardars so that
they can enter Arjun's
(Shakti Arora) house and
find out his real identity.

The actress, who
worked in TV shows such
as 'Main Lakshmi Tere
Aangan Ki', 'Tumhari
Paakhi' and 'Dream Girl'
shared further about the
challenges they faced
while getting into the
look of Sikh men.

"In fact, initially, it
was a little difficult
and uncomfortable
for me to act wear-
ing a turban and stick
on a fake beard and

moustache for so many
hours, but I must say it
was a very different expe-
rience altogether. But I
am sure we also looked
really delightful in this
disguise," she concluded.

'Kundali Bhagya' airs
on Zee TV.

Shraddha Arya found it difficult
to act with turban, fake beard

As per the Hindu cal-
endar, the auspicious
occasion of Makar

Sankranti would be cele-
brated on the 14th of
January this year.
Renewing ourselves with
every festival that marks a
fresh start is something
Indians do well! Looking at
this tradition, stars of Sony
Entertainment Television's
library of shows talk about
how they plan to celebrate
Makar Sankranti.

Aditi Dev Sharma who
essays the role of Katha in
Kathaa Ankahee shares,
“Being a Punjabi we cele-
brate Makar Sankranti as
Lohri. Lohri marks the be-

ginning of festivities in our
country which means wel-
coming positivity, good
vibes and blessings of the
almighty. I am extremely ex-
cited about the festival this
year as I will try to spend it
with my family and have a
lot of fun together. We will
buy some colourful kites
and munch on some mouth-
watering til ke ladoos.

On this auspicious day, I
hope this year brings you
incredible opportunities to
accomplish your biggest
goals and experience the
transformational rewards
of your hard work. Wishing
you a happy and prosperous
M a k a r
S a n k r a n t i ! ” A e t a s h a a
Sansgiri who essays the role
of Ahilyabai in Punyashlok
Ahilyabai says, “Makar
Sankranti holds a great sig-
nificance for me. What I like
most about the festival is
that we wear black on this
day and black, my favourite
colour, makes me happy. In
my childhood, my mother
used to make black silk
frocks for me which I wore
so fondly. And even now I
have a lot of black sarees
which I love to wear espe-
cially on this occasion.

Chinmayee Salvi aka Sakhi
Wagle from Sony SAB’s

Wagle Ki Duniya - Nayi Peedhi
Naye Kissey:
“Every year, my mom makes fan-
tastic til laddoos, made with jag-
gery, secret ingredients and loads
of love! My day starts with eating
my favourite Maharashtrian deli-
cacy called Gulachi Poli, followed
by flying kites. My fondest mem-
ories from childhood include fly-
ing kites with my friends and hav-
ing til ke laddoos. Our Marathi
culture has a saying that comes
with this sweet - ‘Til gul ghya ni
goad goad bola'. So, this festive
season, we must think positively,
and quit all negativities. I pray
this Makar Sankranti brings lots
of prosperity and happiness in
everyone’s life, and I hope every-
thing becomes normal as before.”
Karuna Pandey aka Pushpa Patel
from Sony SAB’s Pushpa
Impossible: “Uttarayan is the
Hindi word for "enjoying to the
maximum." During the festival, I
enjoy flying kites, and the best
part is that it functions like a ter-
race party where you can also eat
delicious winter foods. Every
year, I greatly look forward to the
festival. This year, I will be cele-
brating the festival with my fami-
ly and wishing everyone a very
Happy Makar Sankranti and
Happy Uttarayan.”

Sony SAB artists
express feelings of

Makar Sankranti

Sony TV actors talk about
new beginnings on the

festive occasion

Bollywood actor Vicky Kaushal
on Friday shared that he has

reached "city number 10" to
resume shooting for his upcom-
ing film 'Sam Bahadur'. Without
revealing the city's name, Vicky
took to Instagram, where he
shared a selfie and wrote:
"Touchdown city no.10... Time to
meet Sam again!" In the image,
he is seen sitting in a plane look-
ing outside the window dressed
in a grey sweatshirt paired with
a baseball cap and sunglasses.
The film also stars Sanya
Malhotra as Sam Manekshaw's
wife Silloo and Fatima Sana
Shaikh as former Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi. 'Sam Bahadur' is
based on the life of India's first
Field Marshal Sam Manekshaw,
and his career in the Indian Army
over four decades and multiple
wars. Directed by Meghna
Gulzar, the film also stars Neeraj
Kabi, Edward Sonnenblick,
Richard Bhakti Klein, Saqib Ayub
and Krishna Kant Singh Bundela,
among others.

Vicky Kaushal 
reaches ‘city no. 10’ 

to shoot for 'Sam
Bahadur’

Actress Shruti
Haasan has
slammed a report

claiming that she missed
the 'Waltair Veerayya'
event due to "mental is-
sues". Directed by K. S.
Ravindra, the film stars
Shruti with Chiranjeevi,
Ravi Teja and Catherine
Tresa.

The daughter of actor-
politician Kamal Haasan
shared that she had viral
fever, due to which she
skipped the event.

Sharing screenshots on
social media of several
media reports which
claimed Shruti Haasan
has "mental problems"
and is undergoing treat-
ment, she wrote: "Ok so

here's the thing, misinfor-
mation like this and the
over dramatisation or
flippant handling of such
subjects is what makes
people afraid to talk about
mental health…Guess
what? It doesn't work."

"I will always be a men-
tal health advocate I will
always promote taking
care of myself in all as-
pects. Oh and…I had a
viral fever so nice try get
over yourselves and while
you are at it please talk to a
therapist. No really, please
do," she added. 'Waltair
Veerayya' is set to release
on January 13. The Telugu
original and the dubbed
Hindi version will be out
on the same day.

Shruti Haasan tells why
she missed ‘Waltair

Veerayya’ event
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Rourkela, Jan 14 (PTI):

Three-time champions
Netherlands began their
campaign in style, outplay-
ing Malaysia 4-0 while
New Zealand defeated
Chile 3-1 in Pool C matches
of the FIH Men's Hockey
World Cup here on
Saturday.

In the opening match of
the day, Sam Hiha (11th,
18th minutes) scored two
field goals in the opening

two quarters, while Sam
Lane opened the account
for the Black Sticks with
another field strike in the
ninth minute.

Chile's lone goal came
from the stick of Ignacio
Contardo in the 49th
minute.

In the other match of
Pool C, Thijs van Dam
scored a field goal in the
19th minute to hand world
no.3 Netherlands, who
won the title in 1973, 1990

and 1998, the lead before
Jip Janssen converted a
penalty stroke four min-
utes later.

Teun Beins (46th) made
it 3-0 for the Netherlands
by converting a penalty
corner a minute into the
fourth and final quarter,
while Jorrit Croon scored
the final goal a minute be-
fore the final hooter.

The Dutchman are atop
Pool C on account of bet-
ter goal difference than

New Zealand, who also
have three points from the
win. While Netherlands
and New Zealand will lock
horns in their next pool
match on Monday,
Malaysia will take on
Chile on the same day.

Later in the day, reign-
ing world champions
Belgium will be up against
Korea, while world no.4
Germany will take on
Japan in Pool B matches
in Bhubaneswar.

Hockey WC: Netherlands, New
Zealand make winning start in Pool C

Netherland player Jip Janssen(27) celebrates with his teammates after scoring a goal against Malaysia during FIH Odisha Hockey Men's
World Cup 2023, in Rourkela, Odisha, Saturday, Jan. 14.

Thiruvananthapuram, Jan 14 (PTI):

A series clean sweep in
sight, Indian team is un-
likely to tinker with its
batting line-up but skipper
Rohit Sharma could be
tempted to look at some of
his bowling options dur-
ing the final ODI against
Sri Lanka on Sunday.

Having already sealed
the series with contrasting
wins -- a comfortable one
while defending in
Guwahati and a hard-
fought one while chasing
in Kolkata -- Rohit's men
wouldn't mind a bit more
clinical effort against the
island nation in last match
of the tour.

A 3-0 series win before
taking on a better-quality
opposition in New Zealand
in less than 72 hours time
will keep the team in good
stead.

All the top five batters,
including all-rounder
Hardik Pandya will not
mind some more batting
time against a decent Sri
Lankan attack at the
Greenfields Stadium
which is known to assist
bowlers. Hence the possi-
ble changes could happen
in bowling line-up.

With India playing six
50-over games in a space of
14 days -- three against Sri
Lanka and as many
against New Zealand,
Mohammed Shami's work-

load will be of primary
concern for the Indian
team management.

In the absence of Jasprit
Bumrah, Shami is expect-
ed to shoulder the respon-
sibility of leading the
Indian attack during the
Border-Gavaskar Trophy
Tests, so his workload

would need the maximum
monitoring.

He is expected to bowl
close to 125 to 130 overs
across the four Tests, fit-
ness permitting.

Arshdeep Singh, the left-
arm seamer, could be tried
out for variations as he
also needs some game

time after getting the
rough end of the stick
against the Lankans in
one of the T20 games.

If the wicket is con-
ducive, Arshdeep could be
more than a handful for
the Lankan batters with
his ability to get ball back
into the right handers or
straighten it on middle
stump channel.

Kuldeep Yadav had once
again got a Player of the
match award and while he
replaced an injured
Yuzvendra Chahal (shoul-
der niggle), it would be in-
teresting to see what Rohit
and head coach Rahul
Dravid would do if the
right-arm wrist spinner
gets fit.

Kuldeep has endured
the misfortune of being
left out after winning the
'Player of the Match'
award in Chattogram Test
and in case Chahal is fit,
he is still considered as the
first choice wrist spinner.

Axar Patel, who has
been team's 'go to' man
across formats, will be tak-
ing a break for a personal
commitment during the
New Zealand series.

If the team wants to
check out Washington
Sundar before the series
against Black Caps, the
third ODI is an ideal plat-
form.

3rd ODI: India might look at
bowling options in dead rubber

Match starts: 1.30 pm IST.

Rourkela, Jan 14 (PTI):

A perfect start to their
campaign with a domi-
nant win over Spain,
notwithstanding, India
will face a stern test
when they take on an
equally impressive
England in their second
pool match of the FIH
Men's Hockey World Cup
here on Sunday.

India outclassed Spain
2-0 with a near flawless
show in their opening
Pool D match on Friday
at the brand new Birsa
Munda stadium but
England is an equally
tough side, if not more.

The home team cannot
drop the intensity and
quality it showed against
Spain as England too are
on a high after a 5-0
thrashing of Wales in
their opening match.

Egged on by a packed
crowd at the 21,000 capac-
ity Birsa Munda stadi-
um, India showcased su-
perb attacking hockey in
the first two quarters and
scored through local hero
Amit Rohidas from a
penalty corner before
Hardik Singh doubled
the lead with a brilliant

solo effort. Skipper
Harmanpreet Singh and

his deputy Rohidas then
produced a defensive

masterclass -- which im-
pressed head coach
Graham Reid.

Harmanpreet and Co.
would look to dish out an-
other strong defensive
show against England,
who scored at least one
goal each in all the four
quarters.

"It is good to get the
first game. What was
pleasing was the defen-
sive effort and we han-
dled the ball very well.
There weren't too many
people who did not play
well. That is what you
need to win a World Cup.
We need to continue it in
the next game," Reid
said. "The boys were able
to take the ball out of the
goal. We also got in front
a lot and that was very
important. We were first
with the ball and that
makes a lot of difference
in this sort of game."

Veteran PR Sreejesh
and Krishan Bahadur
Pathak were also in their
elements in front of the
Indian goal but their
English counterpart
Oliver Payne was no less
as he thwarted some de-
termined efforts from the
Welshmen, especially in

the final quarter.
The only weakness of

the Indians was penalty
corners as they could not
directly convert any of
the five they secured
against Spain.

Harmanpreet, the best
player and top scorer of
the team in almost every
tournament in recent
years, had an off day by
his high standards, as he
missed a penalty stroke
besides failing to find the
target from penalty cor-
ners.

England are one rung
above India at fifth in
world rankings and there
is not much to differenti-
ate between the two sides
in the past year and his-
torically also.

Last year, the two sides
played three matches
against each other with
their last game, played at
the Commonwealth
Games in Birmingham,
ending in a 4-4 draw.
They played out a 3-3
draw in the first leg of
FIH Pro League before
India won 4-3 in the sec-
ond, both games played
in April.

Spain conquered, England test awaits
India in men’s hockey WC

Match Starts at 7pm IST.

Indian team captain Harmanpreet Singh and Hardik Singh share
light moments during their training session on the eve of the their
match against England at FIH Odisha Hockey Men's World Cup
2023 in , Rourkela, Odisha, Saturday, Jan. 14.

Nonthaburi , Jan 14 (PTI):

The top-seeded Indian team of
Yuki Bhambri and Saketh
Myneni came from behind to
win the Bangkok Open title,
their sixth together on the ATP
Challenger Tour, as they beat
Christopher Rungkat and Akira
Santillan here on Saturday.
Playing their seventh final
together, the Indians beat the
Indonesian-Australian combo
2-6 7-6(7) 14-12 in an exciting
and close final, that lasted one
hour and 50 minutes.

Yuki and Saketh, who joined
forces last year, made six
Challenger finals and won five
of them between April and
October last year.
The win on Saturday is likely
to give the 28-year-old Yuki his
career-high doubles rank of 90
while the big-serving Myneni,
35, should also touch a career-
best 74 in the ATP doubles
chart. They will next compete
in the Australian Open -- the
season's first Grand Slam --
where they have been given a
wild card entry.

Indian pair of Yuki-Saki
wins Bangkok Open

Challenger title

New Delhi, Jan 14 (PTI):

Suryakumar Yadav has
been added to India's Test
team for the upcoming
Border-Gavaskar series
against Australia with
wicketkeeper-batter Ishan
Kishan getting his maiden
call-up in the longer ver-
sion.

Prithvi Shaw, who
struck a career-best 379 in
a Ranji Trophy match
against Assam, has been
rewarded with a call-up for
the T20 International se-
ries against New Zealand
while KS Bharath re-
placed KL Rahul in the
ODI set-up for the New
Zealand tour. Ravindra
Jadeja, who is recuperat-
ing from knee surgery, has
been included in the Test
squad subject to fitness.
Jasprit Bumrah hasn't
been selected on expected
lines as he is far from

being match-fit, which is
required to play five-day
cricket. Rahul and Axar
Patel have been given a
break of two weeks during
the New Zealand series for
"family commitments".
The Chetan Sharma-led
new selection committee
could not ignore Surya's
current form as he got his
second call-up in a Test
squad. He had earlier been
a cover in 2021 at Kanpur
during a Test series
against New Zealand.

Auckland, Jan 14 (AP):

French veteran Richard
Gasquet added another
milestone in a career of ex-
traordinary longevity on
Saturday when he beat
Cameron Norrie 4-6 6-4 6-4
at the ASB Classic to claim
his 16th ATP Tour title.

The 36-year-old Gasquet
has just begun his 20th year
on tour and came into his
first Auckland final as a
substantial underdog to
12th-ranked Norrie, who
was a finalist in Auckland
four years ago. Gasquet is
ranked 67 and recently
passed 900 weeks in the top
100.

Gasquet scrambled for
points throughout the
match and came up with an
outstanding final set to
deny Norrie the title in his
"home" tournament.
Norrie was raised in New
Zealand and has dreamed
since childhood of winning
the Auckland tournament.

Gasquet also has had a
long-time dream of playing
in New Zealand. As a fan of
rugby he has been an ad-
mirer of New Zealand's All
Blacks rugby team and
thought of New Zealand

often in another sporting
context. "It's my first time
here in New Zealand but I
really love rugby and I'm a
big fan," Gasquet said.

"I talked a lot to French
(rugby) players about how
special it was to play here
in New Zealand and in
Auckland. I grew up watch-
ing the (All Blacks') haka,
even at the Stade de France.

"I always wanted to play
here but I couldn't do it
while I was coming
through. It's 20 years on the
tour and finally I came here
and I'm really happy."

Gasquet said the first set
was "crazy" and he couldn't
make a point. He was on
the back foot through most
of the set after Norrie
broke him in the fourth
game. But he showed the
fight that he kept up
throughout the match,
breaking back in the ninth
game being broken again
and conceding the set in 42
minutes.

Melbourne, Jan 14 (PTI):

A disappointed
Australian leg-spinner
Adam Zampa feels that he
might need to look beyond
revival of his red ball career
after being ignored for the
four-Test series in India
starting next month.

For next month's India
tour, national selection
chairman George Bailey
and coach Andrew
McDonald opted for
Queensland leg-spinner
Mitch Swepson as their
only option. The other spin-
ners in the side are Ashton
Agar, uncapped Todd
Murphy and veteran
Nathan Lyon. "I'm very dis-
appointed, I would loved to
have been on it. I thought
with the way that I've been
going in international
cricket in particular that
this was going to be my op-
portunity (to play Test
cricket)," Zampa was quoted
as saying by cricket.com.au.

Zampa mulling on
taking call on red ball

career after India
tour omission

Surya, Ishan called for Test
series against Australia

Prithvi recalled 
for NZ T20Is

Richard Gasquet beats Cameron
Norrie in Auckland ATP final

Richard Gasquet of France cel-
ebrates his win over Britain’s
Cameron Norrie during their

singles final match at the
Auckland Classic tennis tour-

nament in Auckland on
January 14.

Benoni, Jan 14:

India thrashed South
Africa by seven wickets
to start its U19 Women’s
T20 World Cup on a high.
Shweta Sehrawat
smashed 92 off 57 balls
while captain Shafali
Verma hit a 16-ball 45 as
India overhauled the 167-
run target with 21 balls to
spare on Saturday.

A comprehensive win
for India to kickstart its
campaign. Shweta
Sehrawat was at her flu-
ent best as she made light
work of the South
African attack with an
unbeaten 92 off 57 balls,
which included a whop-
ping 20 fours. The vice-
captain was aided by cap-
tain Shafali Verma, who

slammed a 16-ball 45, in
the Power Play, which
yielded 70 runs. Despite
losing Shafali in the
eighth over, Sehrawat en-
sured the chase didn’t
lose steam and consis-
tently found the bound-
ary as India sailed home
with 21 balls to spare.
Earlier South Africa
Women scored 166/5 in 20

overs . Simone Lourens
61 in 44 balls with the
help of 9 fours and a six.

Another match of the
day, Bangladesh women
upset mighty Australia
by 7 wickets. Australia
scored 130 for 5 in 20
overs. Bangladesh chased
down the target in 18
overs for the loss of three
wickets.

India thrash South
Africa by seven wickets

U19 Women’s T20 World Cup

Shweta
Sehrawat

smashed 92 off 
57 balls.
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Former bank official held for
fraudulently transferring 19 cr
from clients’ account into own

New Delhi, Jan 14 (PTI): 

A former assistant vice-
president of a bank was
arrested for allegedly
transferring more than Rs
19 crore from the clients'
accounts into his own
fraudulently, police said
on Saturday. The accused
has been identified as
Nagendra Kumar, they
said. The vigilance depart-
ment of the bank filed a
complaint stating that
Kumar was their employ-
ee and posted at the
Barakhamba Road
branch, a senior police of-
ficer said.

On August 7, 2020, two
account holders disputed
some debit transactions
from their accounts
through the cash manage-
ment portal (CMS) of the

bank, the officer said.
The bank later came to

know that Kumar trans-
ferred Rs 19.80 crore from
these accounts to his own
accounts in different
banks. The complainant
bank contacted the banks
in which the amount was
transferred by the accused
and got the cheated money
back into the victims' ac-
counts, Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(Economic Offence Wing)
Jitendra Kumar Meena
said.

Kumar, being the assis-
tant vice-president in the
department of implemen-
tation and client support,
had permissions to read
and write in the host-to-
host banking system (se-
cure file transfer protocol)
of the bank, police said.

Jammu, Jan 14 (PTI): 

Security agencies have
effectively controlled vio-
lence in Jammu and
Kashmir and are giving a
befitting reply to those who
are trying to fulfil their "po-
litical goals" through proxy
war, a top army command-
er said on Saturday.

At a Veterans Day rally
in Rajouri, General Officer
Commanding-in-Chief,
Northern Command, Lt
Gen Upendra Dwivedi also
announced that the board
of governors of the Army
Welfare Housing
Organization has approved
a housing project for the
veterans and requested
them to make it successful.

"Rajouri is the land of
heroes and has never al-
lowed the conspiracies and
nefarious plans of the
neighbouring nation to suc-
ceed. Security agencies

have effectively controlled
violence and a befitting
reply is being given to those
who are trying to fulfil
their political goals with
the help of this proxy war,"
he said.

Greeting the partici-
pants for the seventh
Veterans Day rally in
Rajouri, Lt Gen Dwivedi
said its main objective is to
find out the problems of
ex-servicemen living in
the Union Territory and to
solve those as soon as pos-
sible with the help of the
administration.

"AWHO Board of
Governors, Jammu, has
approved a housing proj-
ect and conducted a de-
mand survey advertise-
ment, fulfilling the long-
standing demand of our
Jammu and Kashmir vet-
erans. You can apply for
this project with your
domicile certificate from

January 15 to February
15," he said. Land acquisi-
tion will be done based
on the response received
and the project will start
soon, the army com-
mander said.

He said a hostel for
children of the heroes
and ex-servicemen in
Srinagar is in the tender
stage and it is targeted to
be completed at the earli-
est in the financial year
2023-24. The Jammu and
Kashmir administration
has appointed nodal po-
lice officers of DSP rank
to redress the griev-
ances of ex-servicemen
in all 20 districts of the
Union Territory, Lt Gen
Dwivedi said.

He said the Centre had
approved an amend-
ment in the scheme of
One Rank One Pension
on December 23 last
year, including the secu-

rity personnel who retired
after July 1, 2014.

Chamoli DM says resettlement 
package being prepared in 

interest of affected
Dehradun, Jan 14 (PTI): 

The resettlement and
rehabilitation package
for the people affected in
s u b s i d e n c e - h i t
Joshimath is being
prepared keeping in
mind the interests of
stakeholders, an offi-
cial said on Saturday.

Chamoli District
Magistrate Himanshu
Khurana who met the
affected families stay-
ing in relief camps in
Joshimath on Friday
night said the stake-
holders want to be
compensated in differ-
ent ways.

"Some want cash
compensation, some
have their land where

they want to build hous-
es while others want to
be relocated elsewhere
within Joshimath," 
he said.

Convict in 2005 killing of IOC whistleblower
Manjunath released for good conduct

Lakhimpur Kheri (UP), Jan 14 (PTI): 

One of the convicts
serving life imprison-
ment for the sensational
2005 killing of Indian Oil
Corporation official and
whistleblower S
Manjunath has been re-
leased from prison follow-
ing good conduct, a jail of-
ficial said on Saturday.

Targeted by the oil
adulteration mafia,
Manjunath (27), an alum-
nus of IIM Lucknow, was
gunned down in Gola
area of Lakhimpur Kheri
on November 19, 2005
after he threatened to can-
cel a petrol pump's licence
for selling spurious fuel.

"Shivkesh Giri alias
Lalla, who was serving

life imprisonment, had
completed 16 years. He
was released from district
jail on January 8. He had
shown good conduct,"
jailor of Lakhimpur
Kheri district jail Pankaj
Kumar Singh told PTI.

Giri and five other ac-
cused were serving life
imprisonment in
Lakhimpur Kheri district
jail for killing of
Manjunath, who hailed
from Karnataka.

The Supreme Court
had in March 2015 upheld
the life imprisonment
awarded to the six men by
the high court.

The killing had sparked
massive outrage. Police
had filed a charge sheet
against eight persons. A

sessions court had sen-
tenced the main accused
and petrol pump owner
Pawan Kumar Mittal
alias Monu to death,
while seven others were
awarded life imprison-
ment.

The accused moved the
Allahabad High Court,
which on December 12,
2009 commuted Mittal's
punishment to life im-
prisonment.

Two of the accused -
Harish Mishra and
Sanjay Awasthi - were ac-
quitted. The life impris-
onment of the other five -
Shivkesh Giri alias Lalla,
Vivek Sharma, Devesh
Agnihotri, Rakesh and
Rajesh Verma - was up-
held.

New Delhi, Jan 14 (PTI): 

Filmmaker Leena
Manimekalai has moved
the Supreme Court seeking
clubbing and quashing of
multiple FIRs registered
against her in various
states over a poster of her
upcoming documentary
film showing goddess Kali
smoking a cigarette.

The plea seeks to club
and quash the FIRs regis-
tered against her in Delhi,
Uttar Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh and Uttarakhand
over the poster, which
shows Manimekalai herself
dressed as goddess Kali and
smoking a cigarette while
holding a pride flag.

The filmmaker has also
sought an ex-parte stay of
the criminal proceedings
emanating from these
FIRs. The plea was men-
tioned before a bench of
Chief Justice DY
Chandrachud and Justice
PS Narasimha for urgent
listing. The bench said
Manimekalai's plea will be
taken up for hearing on
January 20.

In her plea,
Manimekalai has said her
attempt as a creative film-
maker was not to offend
the religious sentiment of
anyone but to depict the
image of a radically inclu-
sive goddess. She has said
her documentary film

shows the broadminded
traits of the goddess. She
has made the four states re-
spondents in her plea,
along with individual re-
spondents. Her writ peti-
tion was filed in December
but was registered on
January 11.

Manimekalai has chal-
lenged the proceedings
against her in the districts
courts of Hazratganj in
Lucknow, Ratlam, Bhopal
and Indore in Madhya
Pradesh, Haridwar in
Uttarakhand and Delhi.
The filmmaker has said
she has faced death threats
and open calls for behead-
ing, after she tweeted the
poster of her film.

Kolkata, Jan 14 (PTI): 

Union Education
Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan Saturday said
the Centre will soon
despatch a team to review
implementation of mid-
day meal scheme in differ-
ent parts of West Bengal.

Pradhan told reporters
after a closed door organi-
sational meeting of BJP
here, that the joint team
will consist of central and
state officials and its ar-
rival will be announced
soon.

"We had read about
some reports about irreg-
ularities in midday meal
(PM Poshan Scheme) in
newspapers. On January
5, Leader of Opposition
Suvendu Adhikari had
also submitted a note

about largescale irregu-
larities on the same issue.
Hence while in 2020 the
state had objected to the
visit of any such joint re-
view mission (JRM), this
time we are determined
to send a JRM.

"Central officials, state
officials and experts from
the state will be part of
the proposed team," he
added.

Adhikari, in a letter to
Pradhan on January 5,
urged the Union
Education minister to
send a central audit team
to probe alleged
largescale misappropria-
tion of midday meal
funds.

The Mamata Banerjee
government recently al-
lotted an additional Rs 371
crore for chicken and sea-

sonal fruits to be served
once weekly in addition
to the existing midday
meal menu of rice, potato,
soyabean and eggs once
in a week for the 11.6 mil-
lion children in state-run
and aided schools.

Asked about recent
claim by Trinamool
Congress National
General Secretary
Abhishek Banerjee that
many BJP MLAs had
been in touch with him,
Pradhan said "TMC is
making such claims as it
understands BJP has be-
come the first choice
among the people of West
Bengal. Out of fear of los-
ing power the TMC has
resorted to peddling such
lies."

"Our candidates were
stopped from submitting

nominations in the 2018
panchayat polls and we
got 18 seats in the 2019
Lok Sabha polls. In the
2021 Assembly elections,
we became the number
one opposition party in
West Bengal. Now with
several TMC leaders in
jail for corruption,
Trinamool can see the
writing on the wall and
making such wild claims
out of desperation" he
said.

The TMC national gen-
eral secretary made such
a claim at a public meet-
ing in Nadia district in
December last year. He
had claimed though
many BJP MLAs had sent
feelers to TMC, but the
party will keep its guards
on and "we have our own
process of screening." 
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Armed Forces personnel perform 'Juggling stunts' during a function on the occasion of Armed Forces Veterans Day,
in Dehradun, Saturday.

JUGGLING STUNTS

A camel is ready to participate in the 'Camel Decoration Competition' at International Camel Festival, in
Bikaner, Saturday.

CAMEL FESTIVAL

Centre to send team to review implementation
of midday meal scheme in WB: Pradhan

Goddess Kali poster row

Filmmaker Leena Manimekalai moves
SC for quashing of FIRs against her

EPFO staff get bicycles
to cut carbon

Jammu, Jan 14 (PTI): 

In a eco-friendly initiative
to help in making Jammu a
carbon-neutral city, the
Employees' Provident Fund
Organisation (EPFO) has
decided to give bicycles to
its staff for local commut-
ing. The initiative was led
by 50-year old Provident
Fund Commissioner
Rizwan-ud-din, a passion-
ate cyclist himself.

The EPFO in Jammu,
Kashmir and Ladakh has
taken a lead among various
government departments
and private organisations
with this eco-friendly ini-
tiative to decrease the use
of harmful fuel and help in
making the city become

carbon-neutral. "The deci-
sion was made by the
Staff-Welfare Committee
unanimously after consid-
ering factors such as staff
welfare, traffic congestion
and environmental con-
cerns," said Rizwan-ud-din
who uses bicycle to com-
mute between office and
home daily.

"We received an award
for being the 'Best Remote
office' and used the award
money of Rs 5 Lakh for pur-
chasing these cycles," he
said. He added, "A city be-
comes smart when its citi-
zens become smart. There is
a need to include a cycle
lane in the smart city plans
so we can have a more eco-
friendly city."

Joshimath crisis

‘Security agencies effectively 
controlled violence in J-K’

Complainant rejects Shankar
Mishra’s claim that she urinated on
herself as disparaging, derogatory

New Delhi, Jan 14 (PTI): 

A woman, who had ac-
cused her co-passenger
Shankar Mishra of urinat-
ing on her on an Air India
flight, on Saturday reject-
ed the claims made by him
that she seems to have uri-
nated on herself, saying
these are "completely false
and concocted and by their
very nature are disparag-
ing and derogatory".

Mishra's counsel, while
arguing against a police
petition seeking revision
of an order passed by a
magisterial court refusing
his custodial interroga-
tion, on Friday claimed
that he did not commit the
offence, and that she her-
self urinated. "The allega-
tions are completely false

and concocted and by their
very nature are disparag-
ing and derogatory. The
said allegations are also in
complete contradiction
and a complete volte face
of the statements and the
pleaded case of the ac-
cused in his bail applica-
tion," advocate Ankur
Mahindro, representing
the complainant, said in a
statement.

He added, "The accused,
instead of being remorse-
ful for the utterly disgust-
ing act committed by him,
has adopted a campaign of
spreading misinformation
and falsities with the in-
tent of further harassing
the victim." Mishra's coun-
sel had told the court that
the complainant was suf-
fering from some disease

related to prostate, which
several 'kathak dancers'
seem to suffer from.

"I (Mishra) am not the
accused. There must be
someone else. It seems she
herself urinated. She was
suffering from some dis-
ease related to prostate,
which several 'kathak
dancers' seem to suffer
from. It was not him. The
seating system was such
that no one could go to her
seat. Her seat could only
be approached from be-
hind, and in any case the
urine could not reach to
seat's front area. Also, the
passenger sitting behind
the complainant did not
make any such complain,"
senior advocate Ramesh
Gupta, appearing for
Mishra, told the judge.


