
Injured 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Five people,
including a three-year-old
boy, were injured on
Tuesday after a cluster bus
rammed into a taxi and hit
pavement dwellers on
Rohtak road in central
Delhi, police said. The
injured were identified as
Kala Devi (70), Sunita (35),
Aarti (30) and Aryan (3) --
all of whom stayed in
shanties erected on the
pavement. A bus passen-
ger, Ramesh, was also
injured, they said.

Sanction 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Delhi
Lieutenant Governor V K
Saxena has granted sanc-
tion to prosecute former
JNUSU vice president
Shehla Rashid Shora for
her tweets on the Indian
Army, officials said on
Tuesday. According to
officials at the L-G office,
the sanction is related to
a 2019 FIR registered
against her under IPC
section 153A at Special
Cell police station here on
the basis of a complaint
by an advocate Alakh
Alok Srivastava.

Nab
KKhhaannddwwaa:: Kolkata Police
has nabbed a man who was
earlier associated with the
banned SIMI from Khandwa
in Madhya Pradesh, a
police officer said on
Tuesday. The man was
arrested in the past in three
cases including two under
the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Amendment
Act (UAPA), he said.

Oil leak
KKhhaaggaarriiaa:: A village in Bihar
on Tuesday witnessed a
mad scramble for petrole-
um, suddenly up for grabs
from an oil pipeline
extended up to Assam,
which appeared to have
developed leakage, said a
senior police officer. The
proverbial gold rush, albeit
unauthorized, was wit-
nessed in Khagaria district,
about 180 km from the
state capital, confirmed
the Superintendent of
Police Amitesh Ravi.

Quashes
KKoocchhii:: The Kerala High
Court on Tuesday
quashed a Left govern-
ment order banning plas-
tic carry bags below 60
GSM in the state. Justice
N Nagaresh held that the
state government does
not have authority to
impose such a ban.

Rescue work
HHaappuurr:: A four-year-old
boy fell into an open
borewell in the Kotla
Sadat area here on
Tuesday, officials said.
The boy was playing near
the borewell when he fell
inside, they said. Family
members and officials
reached the spot as soon
as news spread.

CC
C E N T R A L

www. centralchronicle.in
PAGE 10

RRaaiippuurr,, Wednesday, January 11,  2023  I  Pages 12 I  Price  R 3.00  I CCiittyy  EEddiittiioonn I Fastest growing English Daily of Chhattisgarh  

PAGE 11

https://www.facebook.com/centralchronicle

BRIEF

Artists dressed as goddess Kali
dance during a procession on the

occasion of Sakat Chauth, in
Prayagraj, Tuesday.
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New Delhi, Jan 10 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday refused urgent hear-
ing of a plea seeking the
court's intervention to declare
the crisis in Uttarakhand's
Joshimath a national disaster,
saying there are "democrati-
cally elected institutions" to
deal with the situation and all
important matters should not
come to it. A bench of Chief
Justice DY Chandrachud and
Justice P S Narasimha listed
the plea of Swami
Avimukteshwaranand
Saraswati of Joshimath for
hearing on January 16.
Advocate Parmeshwar Nath
Mishra, appearing for the
Swami, mentioned the plea
and sought its urgent listing
for Wednesday. "Everything
important need not come to
us. There are democratically
elected institutions to look
into it. We will list it on
January 16," the CJI said. The
lawyer had mentioned the

plea also on Monday for ur-
gent listing. "Mention again
on Tuesday after following the
due process when your mat-
ter is in the mentioning list,"
the bench had said. Saraswati
has contended that the inci-
dent has occurred due to
large-scale industrialisation
and sought immediate finan-
cial assistance and compensa-
tion to the people of

Uttarakhand. The plea has
also sought direction to the
National Disaster
Management Authority to ac-
tively support the residents of
Joshimath in these challeng-
ing times.

"No development is need-
ed at the cost of human life
and their ecosystem and if
any such thing is to happen,
then it is the duty of the

State and Union government
to stop the same immediately
at war level," the plea by the
Seer said.

Mumbai, Jan 10 (PTI):

Former ICICI Bank CEO
and MD Chanda
Kochhar and her hus-
band Deepak Kochhar
were released from jail
on Tuesday morning, a
day after the Bombay
High Court granted

them interim bail in a loan
fraud case, a police official
said. Chanda Kochhar walked
out of the Byculla women's
prison in Mumbai, while her
husband was released from
the Arthur Road jail, the offi-

cial said. The CBI arrested
Kochhars on December 23,
2022 in connection with the
Videocon-ICICI Bank loan
case. The couple had filed
petitions in the Bombay High
Court challenging their arrest,
terming it as illegal and arbi-
trary. The HC on Monday
granted them interim bail and
came down heavily on the
Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) for making
the arrest in a "casual and

mechanical" manner and with-
out application of mind. The
CBI named the Kochhars,
Videocon group founder
Venugopal Dhoot along with
Nupower Renewables (NRL) -
managed by Deepak Kochhar -
Supreme Energy, Videocon
International Electronics Ltd
and Videocon Industries Ltd as
accused in the FIR (first infor-
mation report) linked to the
case registered in 2019 under
Indian Penal Code sections
pertaining to criminal conspir-
acy and provisions of the
Prevention of Corruption Act.

Bengaluru, Jan 10 (PTI): 

A 30-year-old woman
and her toddler son were
killed after an under-con-
struction pillar of the
"Namma Metro"
(Bengaluru Metro) here
collapsed on Tuesday, po-
lice said.

According to police, the
incident took place around
11 am on Outer Ring Road
near HBR Layout in the
city, when the TMT bars
erected for the construc-
tion of a pillar fell on their
scooter. The height of the
pillar is said to be over 40
feet and weighing several
tonnes.

The duo was immediate-
ly rushed to a nearby hos-
pital by the bystanders,
but the woman and her
two and a half year-old son
succumbed to their in-
juries. "Both suffered head
injuries, we tried our best

to save them. There was
lot of blood loss already
and also fall in blood pres-
sure," doctors who treated
them said. The woman's
husband and other child,
who were injured, are
doing fine, they added.
Addressing reporters in
Dharwad, Chief Minister

Basavaraj Bommai as-
sured an inquiry into the
incident and compensa-
tion to the bereaved. "I just
got to know about it, we
will get it investigated...
we will ascertain the rea-
son for the collapse of the
pillar and provide com-
pensation," he said.

New Delhi, Jan 10 (PTI): 

Delhi was the most pol-
luted city in India in 2022
with PM 2.5 levels more
than double the safe limit
and the third highest aver-
age PM10 concentration,
according to an analysis of
Central Pollution Control
Board data.

PM2.5 pollution in the
national capital has re-
duced by over 7 per cent in
four years, from 108 micro-
grams per cubic metre in
2019 to 99.71 micrograms
per cubic metre in 2022, the
report by NCAP Tracker
said. NCAP Tracker is a
joint project of news portal
Carbon Copy and a
Maharashtra-based start-

up 'Respirer Living
Sciences' and is designed to
track India's progress in
achieving clean air targets.

The Centre launched the
National Clean Air
Programme on January 10,
2019 to reduce PM2.5 and
PM10 levels in 102 cities by
20 per cent to 30 per cent by
2024 (with 2017 being the
base year). Some more
cities were added to the list,
while some were dropped
subsequently.

Now there are 131 cities
which are called non-at-
tainment cities, as they did
not meet the national am-
bient air quality standards
(NAAQS) for the period of
2011-15 under the National
Air Quality Monitoring

Programme.
In September 2022, the

government set a new tar-
get of a 40 per cent reduc-
tion in particulate matter
concentration by 2026.

Among the most pollut-
ed cities with respect to
PM2.5 levels, Delhi (99.71
micrograms per cubic
metre) ranked first,
Haryana's Faridabad (95.64
micrograms per cubic
metre) ranked second and
Uttar Pradesh's Ghaziabad
(91.25 micrograms per
cubic metre) third, accord-
ing to the analysis of CPCB
data. PM2.5 is tiny particu-
late matter that is less than
2.5 microns in diameter
and can enter the lungs
and bloodstream.

Durg, Jan 10: 

Two men were killed in a clash
between two gangs allegedly
involved in stealing iron mate-
rials in  Durg district, a police
officer said on Tuesday.
The police on Monday arrest-
ed 18 persons and detained
three minors in connection
with the violence on Sunday
night, he said.
The CCTV footage of the
attack has gone viral on social
media in which a group of men
can be seen brutally hitting
one of the victims with sticks,
axes and bricks.
The members of the two
gangs got into a fight near a
railway crossing at Hathkhoj
village under Bhilai-3 police
station limits over gaining
dominance in the area, Durg
Superintendent of Police
Abhishek Pallava said.
The district has several iron
and steel plants including the
state-run Bhilai Steel Plant.

Those killed were identified as
Suraj Chaudhary and Manoj
Chaudhary, both in their 20s,
belonging to one gang, he
said. Both groups are allegedly
involved in the theft of iron
materials and have been at
loggerheads over establishing
supremacy in the area, said
Pallava, adding that further
investigations are underway.

Dantewada, Jan 10: 

At least 10 Naxalites,
among them eight carry-
ing cash rewards, surren-
dered before the police in
Chhattisgarh's insur-
gency-hit Dantewada dis-
trict on Tuesday, an offi-
cial said.

The Naxalites quit the
Maoist movement and sur-
rendered under the Lon
Varattu (return to your vil-
lage) campaign run by the
police in the district, the
official said.

The surrendered
Naxalites were identified
as militia platoon com-
mander Bandi alias Kolla
Madkam (30), militia
members Sona Madkam
(53), Hemant Kawasi (26),
Dudwa Korram (30), Masa
Mandavi (20), Lakhma
Mandavi (31), Nanda
Mandavi (33), Deva alias
Deepak Kashyap (31),
Masa Mandavi (30) and

Budhra Kashyap (36).
Eight of them were carry-
ing bounties ranging from
Rs 8,000 to Rs 10,000, he
said. The intelligence cell
of the Central Reserve
Police Force (CRPF)
played a significant role in
the process of surrender,
the officer said.

Chennai, Jan 10 (PTI): 

A day after the spat be-
tween the ruling DMK and
Tamil Nadu Governor R N
Ravi on the floor of the state
assembly, "#GetoutRavi"
posters, prominently featur-
ing Chief Minister M K
Stalin surfaced in some parts
of the city.

The hashtag was trending
on Twitter on Monday fol-
lowing Ravi's face-off with
the state government in the
Assembly where Stalin, also
president of the ruling DMK

piloted a resolution against
the Governor's deviation
from his customary address

to the Legislature and retain
the draft prepared by his gov-
ernment. However, in

Pudukottai, posters were put
up by local BJP functionar-
ies hailing Ravi. Many BJP
Twitter handles backed him
and slammed the ruling
DMK over the matter. Stalin's
son and state Minister
Udhayanidhi hailed what
happened in the Assembly on
Monday and said it was an
"unprecedented event" in the
history of the House.
"Normally our leader (Stalin)
makes the opposition run
with his replies (in the as-
sembly) but this time he
made the governor run," he
quipped at an event, in an ap-
parent reference to Ravi stag-
ing a walking out from the
Assembly on Monday.

Mumbai, Jan 10 (PTI): 

Aviation watchdog
DGCA on Tuesday issued
a show cause notice to Go
First for leaving behind 55
passengers in a coach at
Bangalore airport, after
finding that "multiple
mistakes" led to the inci-
dent.

On Monday, Go First op-
erated flight G8-116 from
Bangalore to Delhi but left
behind 55 passengers in
the passenger coach at
Bangalore airport.

"... in the instant case,
multiple mistakes such as

lack of proper communi-
cation, co-ordination, rec-
onciliation and confirma-
tion have resulted in a
highly avoidable situa-
tion," the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) said in a state-
ment.

The regulator has is-
sued the show cause no-
tice to Accountable
Manager/ Chief
Operation Officer of Go
First as to why enforce-
ment action should not be
taken against them for
dereliction of their regu-
latory obligations.

Rajouri (J-K), Jan 10 (PTI):

The recent terror attack in
Dhangri village in Jammu
and Kashmir's Rajouri dis-
trict left behind a trial of de-
struction with three families
losing their breadwinners.

Seven persons belonging
to a particular community
were killed and 14 others in-
jured when terrorists
swooped on Dhangri on
January 1, on the New Year
Day, and fired indiscrimi-
nately on the local residents
and left behind an impro-
vised Explosive Device (IED)
before fleeing under the

cover of darkness. While five
persons died in the firing,
two children -- aged four and
16 -- lost their lives in the IED
blast the next morning.

Among the dead were two
young brothers, a father-son
duo and an ex-serviceman,
who were the only breadwin-
ners of their families.

Saroj Bala (58) is shell
shocked and the only sur-
vivor in the family after her
two sons -- Deepak Sharma
(27) and Prince Sharma (21) --
died in the attack. Her hus-
band Rajinder Sharma had
died of a serious ailment
four years ago.

New Delhi, Jan 10 (PTI): 
The CBI has booked a former
Garrison Engineer posted at Naval
Dockyard, Visakhapatnam and oth-
ers for allegedly making payments
to contractors without execution
of tendered work causing a loss of
Rs 7.84 crore to the exchequer,
officials said Tuesday. The agency
has registered an FIR against
Prashant Shivhare, the then
Garrison Engineer, who allegedly
issued large number of tenders for
various works between August
2018 and March 2019, they said.

SC declines urgent hearing
on Joshimath subsidence

Says all important
matters need not
come to it

People shift furniture from a building following appearance of
major cracks, in Joshimath area of Chamoli district, Tuesday.

Amid civilian fears in the wake
of land subsidence in the
Joshimath area, fresh cracks
were seen on some houses in
Bahuguna Nagar of
Karnaprayag Municipality in
the Chamoli district of
Uttarakhand. Earlier, on
Monday, Sitarganj MLA
Saurabh Bahuguna said that
other villages near Joshimath
were facing a similar situation.
"Efforts are underway for reha-
bilitation of affected people in
Joshimath. We assure the safe-
ty of the people of Joshimath. I
have received calls about vil-
lages near Joshimath grappling
with a similar situation. The
chief minister will be briefed
on the same," the Sitarganj
MLA said. Water accumulation
under the ground in the affect-
ed area is considered to be in
Joshimath but the source of the
water is yet to be ascertained.

After Joshimath, 
cracks seen in another

U’khand town
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E Ex Banker Chanda Kochhar leaves jail 

Day after court
says arrest illegal

METRO PILLAR COLLAPSE

Mother-son duo killed

People gather at the accident site where a half broken iron structure
of a metro pillar fell, at Hennur Main Road in Bengaluru, Tuesday.

CBI books 
ex-Garrison

Engineer, others 
Rs 7.84 cr Naval
Dockyard scam

10 Naxalites surrender
before police

The surrendered Naxalites
were identified as militia
platoon commander Bandi
alias Kolla Madkam (30),
militia members Sona
Madkam (53), Hemant
Kawasi (26), Dudwa Korram
(30), Masa Mandavi (20),
Lakhma Mandavi (31),
Nanda Mandavi (33), Deva
alias Deepak Kashyap (31),
Masa Mandavi (30) and
Budhra Kashyap (36). Eight
of them were carrying
bounties ranging from Rs
8,000 to Rs 10,000.

About the surrender

Two killed in fight
between two gangs

The members of the two
gangs got into a fight near a
railway crossing at Hathkhoj
village under Bhilai-3 police
station limits over gaining
dominance in the area. Those
killed were identified as Suraj
Chaudhary and Manoj
Chaudhary, both in their 20s,
belonging to one gang. Both
groups are allegedly involved
in the theft of iron materials
and have been at loggerheads
over establishing supremacy
in the area.

About the incident

DRESS REHEARSAL

NCC cadets during a dress rehearsal ahead of Army Day, at MEG & Centre in Bengaluru, Tuesday. 

‘GetoutRavi’ posters crop up in TN
BJP hits back with
banners hailing him

Young women walk past posters that read '#GetOutRavi' pasted on a
wall, a day after Tamil Nadu Governor R.N. Ravi walked out of the
State Assembly during Assembly Session, in Chennai, Tuesday.

Terror Attack In Dhangri 

Three families lose
breadwinners

‘Delhi most polluted city in India in 2022’MULTIPLE MISTAKES

Go First gets notice after
50 passengers left on bus

Indore, Jan 10 (PTI): 

President Droupadi
Murmu on Tuesday said
the Indian diaspora has
become an important and
unique force in the global
system. Addressing the
valedictory session of the
Pravasi Bharatiya Divas
(PBD) convention in
Indore, the President
praised overseas Indians
for excelling in various
walks of life through hard
work and resilience.

"Indian diaspora today
has become an important

and unique force in the
global system, It has
grown into an energetic
and confident community
in every region," she said.

‘Indian diaspora an important
and unique force in global scene’

President Murmu during the
valedictory session of the 17th

Pravasi Bharatiya Divas 
convention, in Indore, Tuesday.
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Bhilai, Jan 10: 

Private hospitals will
have to display the district
administration's helpline
number 104 at their bill
counters. If any patient or
family has Dr Khubchand
Baghel Swasthya
Sahayata Yojana card and
if the hospital is charging
extra money or if there is
any irregularity in
billing, the patient or fam-
ily will be able to lodge a
complaint about it
through this helpline
number, said District's
Guardian Minister
Mohammad Akbar dur-
ing a review meeting held
in Durg. The Minister
also reviewed the works of
the Mobile Medical Unit.
He expressed happiness
over the implementation
of this project and said
that units should be set up
at junctions of two or

three wards so that maxi-
mum people can get its
benefits. He gave instruc-
tions to make a schedule
for medical units.
Agriculture and Water
Resources Minister
Ravindra Choubey was
also present in the meet-
ing. Choubey said that all
the schemes are being im-
plemented in a satisfacto-
ry manner in the district.
MLA Arun Vora was also
present in the meeting. He
said that grand infra-
structures are being pre-
pared by the government
in Durg city. The faster
they are constructed; the
sooner people will be able
to get benefits.

Collector Pushpendra
Kumar Meena gave de-
tailed information about
departmental activities
happening in the district.
He said that continuous
monitoring is being en-

sured for implementation
of the schemes. These ini-
tiatives are yielding good
results at the ground
level. District Panchayat
President Shalini Yadav,
Durg Mayor Dheeraj
Bakliwal, Bhilai Charoda
Mayor Nirmal Kosre and
other public representa-
tives were present in the
meeting. SP Dr Abhishek
Pallava, Additional
Collector Arvind Ekka,
DFO Shasikumar, District
Panchayat CEO Ashwini
Dewangan and other dis-
trict level officers were
present.

In the meeting, the pub-
lic representatives put for-
ward the issue of residen-
tial lease in urban areas.
The Guardian Minister
shared his views on the
subjects including lease
in Bhilai-Charoda, settle-
ment on BSP land in
Ahiwara and instructed

to take advance action in
this regard as per rules.
Public representatives
raised the issue of lease
for the people living on
the banks of the pond.
The Minister said that ac-
cording to the guidelines
of the Supreme Court,
patta cannot be given on
the land under water and
across the Patwari record.
He suggested studying the
complete guidelines of
the Supreme Court. In
such cases, the SDM
should examine and if the
rules are not violated, the
lease can be considered
for such land.

The public representa-
tives also tabled the sub-
ject of plantation in
Rasmada area. The
Minister instructed the of-
ficials of the
Environment Department
to conduct site inspection
in this regard. He said

that if plantation has not
been done, the industries
will have to get it done.
Otherwise, action will be
taken against the indus-
tries. In the meeting, the
Minister reviewed all the
departmental schemes
and expressed satisfac-
tion over their implemen-
tation.

He inquired about the
activities of Rajiv Yuva
Mitan Club. The Collector
informed that 610 such
clubs have been formed
and funds have been re-
leased to all and its uti-
lization certificate has
also been issued. The
Collector said that the
work on the RIPA scheme
is progressing fast. 80000
quintals of paddy straws
have been donated. Work
on Narva, Garuva,
Ghuruva, Bari schemes
are also moving ahead at
a fast pace in the district.

Helpline number 104 to be displayed
at the bill counter of private hospitals

People can make complaints of irregularities in billing Bhilai, Jan 10:

Sanjay Rungta
Group of Institutions,
is going to organise an
Inter School Day-Night
Cricket Tournament
"Rungta Premier
League" (RPL) for the
students of schools lo-
cated at Bhilai and
Durg from January 11-
15, 2023. A total of 32
teams will participate
in this competition.
KPS Nehru Nagar, DPS
Durg, DPS Bhilai, Jyoti
Vidyalaya Charoda,
Shakuntala Vidyalaya
Ramnagar, Mahatma
Gandhi Higher
Secondary School
Durg, Deepshikha
Higher Secondary
School Utai, Nalanda
Higher Secondary
School, Government
Higher Secondary
School Dhaur, Indu IT
School Bhilai,
Maharani Higher
Secondary School
R a m n a g a r ,
S a r a s w a t i S h i s h u
Mandir Bhilai,
Atmanand Higher
Secondary School
Chhawni, Nagsen
Higher Secondary
School , Khalsa Public
School Durg, Mahashiv
Vidya Mandir Smriti

Nagar, Mar - Basilious
Bhilai, Shradha
Suman Higher
Secondary School
Kohka , Government
Higher Secondary
School Camp-02,
Government Higher
Secondary School
K h a m a r i a ,
Government Higher
Secondary School
D h a m d h a ,
Government Higher
Secondary School
Junwani and others
are participating.

This grand cricket
tournament will be in-
augurated and the tro-
phy will be unveiled by
the Chairman Sanjay
Rungta on January 11
at around noon.
Announcing the
"Rungta Premier
League", Chairman
Sanjay Rungta said
that the winning team
will get Rs 11000 and Rs
5100 scholarship to
each player and the
runner-up team will
get Rs 5100 and Rs 3100
scholarship to each
player and Rs 2100 will
be awarded to Man of
the Series. This cricket
tournament will be or-
ganised under the su-
pervision of Dr Harish
Sharma.

RPL Inter School 
Day-Night Cricket

Tournament from today

Bhilai, Jan 10: 

A 2 day mega CA confer-
ence for the students was
organised by CICASA
Wing of CA Bhilai
Chapter on January 07- 08
at Mahatma Gandhi Kala
Mandir Auditorium.
Students from different
places of the country par-
ticipated enthusiastically
in the conference. The
Chief Guest on the first
day of the program was
Vice President of The
Institute of Chartered
Accountants of India, CA
Aniket Sunil Talati and
the special guest was Dr
Abhishek Pallav (IPS), SP
Durg District. Present as
special guests were
Conference Director
Central Council Member
CA Abhay Chhajed and
Vice Chairman CIRC
Kishore Bardaia.

The program started
with lamp lighting before
the oil portrait of Goddess
Saraswati. Thereafter,
while addressing the CA
students, CA Aniket
Talatiexplained on why
ICAI is known as the best
accounting body of the
country. He said that the
world's largest accounting

professional body, if any, is
ICAI. SP Dr Abhishek
Pallava, while guiding the
students, explained how
they can achieve success
and excellence by follow-
ing the right path in their
career. CA Rahul Batra,
Chairman of Bhilai CI-
CASA, while giving the
welcome address, termed
CICASA not just an associ-
ation of students, but
named it Unity, Team,
Effort of the students. He
gave the credit for the suc-
cess of this program to the
entire team of CICASA.

Branch Chairman CA
Pradeep Pal while address-
ing the students explained
about the benefits of the
conference. CA Abhay

Chhajed explained the def-
inition of success to CA
students and gave many
tips to achieve it. In the
conference, CA Sunil
Hirani, Independent
Director of RashtriyaIspat
Nigam Limited, motivated
the students with the
words of Swami
Vivekananda and ex-
plained to the students
how to achieve victory by
using the title Vijaye
Bhava correctly. CA Meet
Shah who had been All
India Rank 1 holder and
CA Ishu Agarwal who has
secured 1st rank in IPS
along with CA also attend-
ed the conference.

On the second day of the
conference, the chief

guest, CA Dayaniwas
Sharma (Hyderabad) who
is the chairman of the
Board of Studies
(Academic), asked the stu-
dents to remember the
dedication and contribu-
tion of their parents in
their becoming a CA and
alsodetailed about the new
course structure of the
Institute of Chartered
Accountants of India. He
also removed doubts in the
minds of the students re-
lated to the course in the
interactive session.
Darshan Sankhla who is a
motivational speaker and
Siddharth Bohra who is a
famous stock market
teacher were also present
in the conference.

All India Rank 1 CA
Nandini Aggarwal and CA
Bharmar Jain shared
their experiences with the
students and also gave
them study related tips. At
the end of the conference,
retired Brigadier Sanjay
Aggarwal very beautifully
taught the students about
self-worth and also gave
tips on how to convert neg-
ative thoughts into posi-
tive thoughts. KPS School
Director Ashutosh
Tripathi also gave special
tips to the students. More
than 800 students from all
corners of the country
participated in this confer-
ence.

CICASA secretary
Nandini Kataria, Palak
Garg, Isha Agarwal,
SrijanSahu, Siddhant,
Ankit worked day and
night to make the confer-
ence a success. A large
number of CAs including
CA Ajay Somani, CA Payal
Jain, CA Ankesh Sinha,
CA Suraj, CA Shivam, CA
Nitin Agarwal, CA Hitesh
Hoiyani, CA Prabhjeet
Singh, CA Talbinder
Saini, CA Karan
Gangwani, CA Rajat
Agarwal, Gaurav Dioket
attended the conference.

CICASA Wing organises Mega CA Conference for students
Bhilai, Jan 10: The 44th
Junior Girls National
Handball Championship is
being organised by
Rajasthan Handball
Association under the aegis
of Handball Federation of
India from January 11 to 15,
2023 in Didwana
(Rajasthan). The 18 mem-
ber junior girls team of
NMDC from the state par-
ticipating in the aforesaid
tournament departed for
Didwana boarding Durg
Jaipur Express the other
day. To boost best perform-
ance of the players a 07-day
special training camp of
NMDC junior girls hand-
ball team was organised
from January 03 to January
09, 2023 at Handball
Complex, Sector-4. The
above training camp con-
cluded on January 09,
2023under the supervision
of Sameer Khan, General
Secretary, Chhattisgarh
Handball Association.
Chhattisgarh Handball
Association's Chairman
Vinod Chandrakar,
President Dharmendra
Yadav, Executive President
Arun Singhania, Senior
Vice President Abhimanyu
Mishra, Vice President of

Chhattisgarh Olympic
Association and Treasurer
of Indian Fencing
Federation Basheer Ahmed
Khan extended their best
wishes to the team for get-
ting medals in the above
championship. Also, office
bearers of Chhattisgarh
Handball Association and
officials of various sports
associations extended their
best wishes while giving
blessings to the players and
coaches of senior women
handball of Chhattisgarh
state. The names of the
players and officials partici-
pating in the above competi-
tion are as follows:- Shrishti
Rana (Kanker district),
ChhayaNetam (Kanker
District), Madiha Ahmed
(Kabirdham District),

Priyanka Barve
(Kabirdham District),
Kanak Mani (Kabirdham
District), Rekha Mahara
(Korba district), Renuka
Verma (Raipur District),
PremlataChandrakar
(Raipur District), Pooja
Chandrakar (Raipur
District), Kanchan Kashyap
(Bilaspur District), Shifa
Anjum (Janjgir-Champa
district), Shrishti Mishra
(Mahasamund District),
Disha Bose (Durg District),
Aditi Shah (Durg District),
Akashi Sonkar (Durg
District), Pratima
Dewangan (Durg District),
MohdGani (Kabirdham
District) team coach and
Team Manager
Hempushpa (Raipur dis-
trict).

Junior Girls National Handball Championship:
NMDC team departs for Didwana

Bhilai, Jan 10: On
Tuesday, renowned
Bhagwad Katha narrator
from Mathura, Acharya
Harinarayan Bharadwaj
described the "Virat
Swaroop", the infinite cos-
mic form of Lord Krishna.
Narrating the katha, he
said that Shree Krishna
granted Arjun divine vi-
sion to see his infinite-
form that comprises all
the universes. Arjun saw

the entire creation in the
body of the God of gods
with unlimited arms and
faces. It has no beginning
or end and extends immea-
surably in all directions.
His radiance is similar to a
thousand suns blazing to-
gether in the sky. Later on
the request of Arjuna,

Shree Krishna manifested
into His four-armed form,
carrying a mace, disc,
conch shell, and lotus
flower in each arm. Soon
after, he resumed his gen-
tle and loving two-armed
form of the charming
Shree Krishna. Lord
Krishna told Arjuna that
only with unalloyed devo-
tion one can one see God,
know him, and attain yog
or union with him.

Thereafter, Acharya
Bharadwaj narrated the
story of Dhruva. He said
that Dhruva has exempli-
fied the power of bhakti.
The meaning of the word
Bhakti is Bhagvad
Anurakti or attachment to
God. Dhruva achieved
supreme bliss and went on
to show mankind that
with steadfast faith and de-
termination, one could
reach the lofty heights of
becoming one with the
Lord.

Earlier on Monday,
Shrimad Bhagwat
Mahapuran Saptah Gyan
Yagya began with a grand
Kalash yatra. Hundreds of
devotees dressed in yellow
attire marched across the
streets of Nehru Nagar
carrying the holy pots on
their heads. Thereafter,
Acharya Bharadwaj con-
ducted the rituals of Dev
Pratishtha and Shukdev
Aagman at the katha
venue in Kalibari, Nehru
Nagar (East). Bhagwat
Katha Week has been or-
ganised by Samast Bhakt
Mandali from January 9 to
15 at Nehru Nagar
Kalibari.

Acharya Harinarayan describes
Lord’s infinite cosmic form 

Bhilai, Jan 10: 

After the death of his
wife, a man complained
that the bank was not
providing the claim of
the policy of Pradhan
Mantri Jeevan Bima
Yojana. He sought the
district administration's
help to get the claim set-
tled. He said that his
wife was insured under
Pradhan Mantri Jeevan
Bima Yojana at IDBI
Bank, Polsaypara Durg
Branch.

He has regularly paid
the premium in the
fixed period. The appli-
cant stated that in July
2021 his wife passed
away, after which he
filed a claim in the bank
along with all the de-
sired documents. But
even today he has not re-
ceived the death claim
amount.

On asking the reason
from the bank, no prop-
er answer is given. The
applicant requested
from the Collector to
provide his rightful
amount as soon as possi-
ble. The Collector for-

warded the application
to the Lead Bank
Manager.

Even after the instal-
lation of street lights,
there is darkness in
street number 6 of ward
number 58 (Shri Sai
Nagar). A resident of
the ward reached the
Collector Jandarshan
with this problem.
According to the appli-
cant, he had applied for
street lights in May
2022. Taking cognizance
of the application,
street lights were in-
stalled in December
2022, but the street

lights disappeared in
January itself. The
lights are very dim and
almost useless. He made
a complaint in this re-
gard to the concerned
Municipal Corporation,
but no proper action has
been taken so far.
Therefore, he requested
the Collector to get prop-
er lights installed in the
street light near his
house. The application
was forwarded to the
concerned officer of
Municipal Corporation
Durg. A total of 83 appli-
cations were received in
Jandarshan.

Man deprived of insurance
claim approaches Jandarshan

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJaann  1100::  The students of the
Psychology department, St
Thomas College, visited Govt
Primary SchoolChandkhuri  the
other day and taught the school
students about good and bad
touch. Personal grooming and
cleaning habits were also demon-
strated and the psychology stu-
dents also took session on Art
Therapy for the school students.
Students of both school and col-
lege took part actively. The pro-
gram was led by departmental
professors Dr Sumita Singh, Dr

Ankita Deshmukh, Tanmay
Patnaik under the guidance of
Head of the Department of
Psychology, Dr Debjani
Mukherjee. In the programme
departmental students were
engaged in various activities. PGC
student Suman Sahu, informed
the students about good touch,
bad touch, mental health. A poet-
ry was delivered by Ravi Kumar
Deshmukh of 2nd Semester and

the importance of Chhattisgarh
state song was also delivered by
him. Deepak Chandak of 4th
semester, told the children about
Dhyana Mudra. Stationery and art
therapy were taught by Kiron Roy,
OorjaParwana and Shubham
Kumar of 2nd Semester.
Administrative Officer of the
College Dr Joshi Varghese appre-
ciated the effort of the depart-
ment, Principal Dr MG Roymon
encouraged the  department to
engage in more activities like this
and the programme.

St Thomas College students 
visit Govt School in Chandkhuri

G Kamesh wins
gold in

Chhattisgarhia
Olympics 

Bhilai, Jan 10: G Kamesh won the
Gold in the 100 meters (age cate-
gory 40 plus) race of the State
level Chhattisgarhia Olympics.
He is posted as a Constable in
Durg Police. He not only brought
laurels to the police department
of the district but also made the
district proud. State level
Chhattisgarhia Olympic competi-
tion was held from 08 January to
10 January. Collector Pushpendra
Kumar Meena congratulated
Constable G Kamesh for this suc-
cess. Along with this, he also
extended best wishes to all the
participants of the competition to
perform their best and bring
maximum medals for the district.
Constable G Kamesh said that he
has got this achievement only by
the basic mantra of discipline. He
is feeling happy after winning
gold for the district. He has also
given the credit of his success to
Superintendent of Police Durg,
Dr Abhishek Pallava, Deputy
Superintendent of Police Nilesh
Dwivedi, Control Room in-charge
Meena Mahilkar and Subedar
Deepti Singh.
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Raipur, Jan 11: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
attended the 63rd annual
convention of
Chhattisgarh Chamber of
Commerce and Industries
(CCCI) organized at
Deendayal Upadhyay au-
ditorium on Tuesday. On
the occasion, Baghel said
that new dimensions of
development have opened
up for the business and
industries sector in the
state. It is a golden period
after the difficult period
of COVID crisis. There
has been tremendous flow

of money from cities to
villages of the state.
Nearly Rs 1.50 lakh crore
has reached the rural
areas of the state through
various government
schemes. We have put
money in the pockets of
the consumers, which has
led to the growth of busi-
ness and commerce sec-
tor. This year
Chhattisgarh has not
only witnessed the
bumper yield of crops but
has also undergone signif-
icant economic develop-
ment.

Chief Minister further

said that every time when
he goes on a visit to any
part of the state, people
demand opening of
Atmanand School and
Bank. This shows the eco-
nomic empowerment of
the masses. Our govern-
ment is also promoting
millets, because millets
have high nutritional
value. Chief Minister
made several announce-
ments in response to the
demands of the office-
bearers of the Chamber
of Commerce. Chief

Minister agreed to the al-
lotment of 1000 acres of
land for the wholesale
corridor, and said that the
construction work will be
started in the next 3 to 4
months. Baghel further
announced that the notifi-
cation regarding waiving
of the ‘mandi’ fee on poha
and murmura (beaten
rice and puffed rice) will
be released in one week.
He added that the com-
mercial use of the lands
reserved for residential
purposes will also be reg-

ulated. Baghel also an-
nounced that all the mar-
kets will be equipped with
proper lighting, CCTV
cameras, cleanliness and
other necessary facilities.
As per the announcement
of the Chief Minister,
goods produced outside of
the state will be procured
only through the regis-
tered traders of the state.

Prior to the program,
office bearers of Chamber
of Commerce weighed
Chief Minister with note-
books, which were later
distributed among the
children in need. On the
occasion, Forest and
Transport Minister
Mohammed Akbar, Food
and Civil Supply Minister
Amarjeet Bhagat, MLA
Kuldeep Juneja, Vikas
Upadhyay, Rashmi Singh,
Mayor Ajaz Dhebar,
Speaker Pramod Dubey
and President CCCI
Amar parwani for pres-
ent.

New dimensions of devp have opened up
for the business and industry sector: CM
More than Rs 1.5
lakh crore have
reached the villages
of the state through
govt schemes

CM attends the
63rd annual con-
vention of CCCI

REHEARSAL

The dress-rehearsal for R-Day parade at the Police Parade ground is in full swing here
on Tuesday.

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJaann  1100:: Mounting
pressure on the Raipur
Administration over the
alleged illegal construction
of Chaupaty in the
Education Hub, the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
would now register com-
plaint with the Union
Minister for Urban
Administration Hardeep
Puri. According to the infor-
mation received, the Raipur
Lok Sabha member Sunil
Soni and Rajya Sabha mem-
ber Saroj Pandey will meet
Union Minister Puri to sub-

mit documents relate with
alleged illegal Chaupaty and
corruption in the construc-
tion work. It is notable that
the BJP under the leader-
ship of former MLA Rajesh
Munat has launched agita-
tion against the Raipur
Smart City Development
Project over the construc-
tion of Chaupaty. Rajesh
Munat and other Raipur
Municipal Corporators would
also visit New Delhi with the
Parliamentarians to register
complaint against the illegal
construction. Meanwhile,

the BJP too has approached
Chhattisgarh High Court to
stop the alleged illegal con-
struction work and has filed
a PIL against the
Administration. In response,
the Court has sought reply
from the Smart City Project
and RMC Administration to
submit report within 7 days.

BJP Spokesperson Rajesh
Munat has been on indefinite
strike to register protest
against the construction of
Chaupaty and has received
overwhelming response
from the people.

BJP MPs to approach Centre over
Chaupaty construction

Sunil Soni and Saroj
Pandey along with
Munat to meet
Minister Puri in
Delhi

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jan 10: Four
cadets of the National
Institute of Technology
Raipur from 5 CG CT(I)
COY Raipur unit were
chosen for a National
NCC Camp which in-
clude Senior Under
Officer Aditya Tiwari,
8th semester, Metallurgy,
Junior Under Officer
Deepshikha Sharma, 6th
semester, ECE, Sergeant
Satyam Singh, 6th semes-
ter, CSE, and Sergeant
Bidari Mahesh Babu, 6th
semester, Mining.

The camp was EK
BHARAT SHRESHT
BHARAT (EBSB-1) held
conducted by 7 K Bn NCC
under the aegis of NCC
Gp, Kollam at TKM HSS
& Art and Science
College Karicode,

Kollam, Kerala. 150
cadets were selected from

Madhya Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh (MP & CG)

to represent their direc-
torate, out of which 4
were from NITRR. All
cadets participated in
various activities and
were felicitated based on
their performance.

The selection of cadets
was based on their
record, performance in
NCC like work and con-
tribution. The shortlist-
ing of cadets was done by
Dr. Neeraj Manhas,
Faculty I/C, NCC. After
which the shortlisted
cadets were also screened
by CO (Commanding
Officer) Colonel Rakesh
Budhani via basic inter-
action with them.

The main objective of
the camp is to develop
leadership skills, en-
hance knowledge base
and public speaking abil-
ities, peer learning

through mutual interac-
tion, foster team spirit,
improve soft skills, pro-
mote the spirit of nation-
al integration, and un-
derstand culture of own
state and the participat-
ing state.

During the camp, all
four cadets took initia-
tives and also performed
the duties of a camp sen-
ior. SUO Aditya Tiwari
was given the responsi-
bility to lead and repre-
sent the cadets of MP &
CG along with two other
senior cadets from
Indore and Bhopal.

All these NCC cadets
will now appear for an
examination to achieve a
C certificate and are
preparing to join the
Indian Armed Forces
after completion of their
B. Tech degrees.

Cadets of NIT Raipur selected for EBSB NCC National camp

Raipur, Jan 10: The
forty-six edition of the
Fashionista exhibition
was inaugurated amidst
much fanfare at Hotel
Sayaji  in Raipur  on
January 10 to 12, 2023.
The elite exhibition or-
ganised by noted film and
television actor Pawan
Shankar brings exquisite
designer apparel, acces-
sories, jewelry, home
décor and fabrics to
Raipur saw heavy footfall
on day 1.

The Fashion
Extravaganza of shop-
ping is celebrated by the
ladies and girls of Raipur.
The exclusive designer

wear on display was very
well appreciated by the
visitors who thronged the
venue since morning to
make their purchases.
Designers from all over
India have taken up stalls
at the exhibition, bring-
ing hitherto unseen ex-
quisite pieces at the dis-
posal of Raipur crowds,
said Pawan Shankar,
Managing Director,
Fashionista. An array of

stunning Salwar suits,
rose gold and kundan jew-
elry, unstitched sets and
more has become the talk
of the town. Fashionista
has made a mark for itself
in the city owing to its
special products which
are rarely available in
Raipur, he added. The ex-
hibition was inaugurated
on Tuesday  January 10th
and will continue till
Thursday January 12th,

2023, from 11 am to 9.00
pm.

We are glad to an-
nounce that Fashionista
has completed its 46th
Edition  just for the city
of Raipur. It’s a unique
occasion to celebrate our
success with Ladies of
Raipur who time and
again have welcomed
Fashionista with love
and cherish our pres-
ence. We have  also re-
ceived a warm welcome
this time  from the people
of Raipur who visited
our exhibition in mas-
sive numbers and gave us
one more successful
show. This exhibition
marks a proud moment
for Fashionista and next
two days we are continu-
ing our exhibition at
Hotel Sayaji just for peo-
ple of Raipur from 11 am-
9 pm with free entry.

Forty-six edition of  Fashionista 
exhibition inaugurated at Raipur

Exhibition to con-
tinue till January
12, gets massive
response on day 1

Raipur, Jan 10: Collector
Dr Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure heard more than 30
applications related to the
problems and complaints
of people coming from re-
mote areas of the district
in the ‘Jan Chaupal’ held
on Monday. He directed the
concerned officers to dis-
pose of the applications re-
ceived in Jan Chaupal
within the time limit. All
the government schemes
should be implemented
properly so that benefits of
such schemes can reach
the beneficiaries on time,
he said.

Arang resident submit-
ted application for recov-
ery of revenue from illegal
tower and removal of en-
croachment from govern-
ment land whereas retired
professor of Medical
College Raipur Dr RC Ram
complained of wrong de-
marcation of his own plot.

Kachna resident Sushila
Madhvi submitted applica-
tion seeking no objection
certificate for selling her

own house. Tatibandh resi-
dent Shishir Sharma sub-
mitted application de-
manding ownership right
on his land in Kota with its
demarcation whereas
Kushalpur resident Suresh
Thakur sought permission
for selling private land.
Villager from Bemta
Bisram Sahu demanded
entry of wish in record.
Kushalpur resident Dau
Patel demanded road re-

pair with filling of pot-
holes. Residents of
Kachanganga Phase-2
Colony demanded removal
of encroachment from
public road. Priti Pargania
of Biladi village demanded
to provide ‘Rin Pustika’ for
transaction. Rajesh
Sonkar of Raveli village
submitted application
seeking action to stop ille-
gal construction of drain.
The Collector told con-
cerned sDMs to take imme-
diate actions on all the ap-
plications.

Similarly, Dr Jitendra
Sonkar, a resident of
Lakhe Nagar, submitted an
application seeking accept-
ance of coin of Rs 10 in the
market. On this the collec-
tor Dr Bhure appealed to
the residents and traders of

Raipur district not to re-
fuse to accept the Rs 10
coin. If any person does
not take the coins issued by
the Reserve Bank of India,
in such a situation a case
can be registered against
that person, he said.

Similarly, Kamal Kumar,
a resident of Boriyakhurd
submitted application
seeking action against
those operating loudspeak-
ers since morning. P
Venkat Rao, a resident of
Avanti Bai Ward No. 06
submitted application sub-
mitted application seeking
allotment of house for pro-
viding poverty. Chhabiram
Sahu, a resident of
Koliyari village demanded
allotment of house under
Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana.

More than 30 applications received at ‘Jan Chaupal’
Collector assures to
resolve applications
according to rules Raipur, Jan 10: Nearly 47

lakh saplings have been
planted on the banks of 44
different rivers under the
“River Bank Tree
Plantation” programme
during in Chhattisgarh in
the last four years. As a re-
sult, 4,321 hectares of river
bank area is getting a
facelift with an increased
green cover adorned with
beautiful fruit-bearing and
flowering plants, turning
the space aesthetically
pleasing.

According to the direc-
tion of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, the work
of plantation on river
banks was done under the
guidance of Forest and

Climate Change Minister
Mohammad Akbar by the
forest department. The
plantation has been done
under the programme
using CAMPA and depart-
mental funds. The rivers
covered during the last 04
years under this pro-
gramme include Shivnath,
Indravati, Phulakdei,
Kendai, Lilagar River,
Mahanadi, Hasdeo, Agar,
Rihand River, Meghanala,
Jhinka River, Kelo River,
Moran, Sondhur, Ib River,
Pairi River, Tandula,
Narangi, Banki River,
Galphula, Neur River,
Kewai, Khatambar,
Bhaisun, Chundi, Bhawai
River, Banas River, Rampa

River, and Bhulu River.
PCCF and Head of

Forest Force Sanjay
Shukla informed during
the year 2019, 9.14 lahks
saplings were planted in
an 831-hectare area under
this programme. Similarly,
during the year 2020, 8.77
lakh saplings have been
planted in an 845-hectare
area, 17.87 lakh saplings in
1,647 hectare area during
the year 2021, and 11 lakh
saplings have been planted
in a 999-hectare area dur-
ing the year 2022.

The employment of 9.63
lakh human days has been
created in the state
through this plantation
work.

Green cover at 40 river banks increased with
the state’s special afforestation drive

Raipur, Jan 10: Amarjeet
Bhagat, Minister of Food,
Civil Supply and Consumer
Protection, Planning
Economic and Statistics,
Culture, Government of
Chhattisgarh today
said,“The rapid growth of
technology has led to a
drastic increase in econom-
ic crimes and cyber-
crimes.”He added that illic-
it trade activities are the
major barriers in the path
of economic growth of the
country. Over the years, the
governmenthas initiated
several mechanisms to en-
sure consumer safety and
checking unfair trade prac-
tices,there is an urgent
need of increased con-
sumer awareness to tackle
this problem, he stated.

Addressing the FICCI
CASCADE (Committee
Against Smuggling and
Counterfeiting Activities
Destroying the Economy)

programme on ‘Preventive
Strategies to Combat
Counterfeiting and
Smuggling’ Mr Bhagat said
that consumers must un-
derstand the multi-faceted
complexities of this men-
ace. He further urged
FICCI CASCADE to fre-
quently organize such
awareness programme to
make the public aware on
the importance of effective-
ly tackling counterfeiting
and smuggling.

Mr Topeshwar Verma,
Secretary, Department of
Food, Civil Supply and
Consumer Protection,

Technical Education and
Employment, Government
of Chhattisgarh said,
“Illicit activities such as
smuggling and counterfeit-
ing are global problems of
enormous scale, impacting
all stakeholders such as
consumers, industry, gov-
ernment and society as a
whole.”

Mr P C Jha, Advisor,
FICCI CASCADE and
Former Chairman, Central
Board of Indirect Taxes &
Customs said, “Illicit trade
is of grave concern, it un-
dermines the nation’s econ-
omy, damages brand in-

tegrity, and most impor-
tantly affects health and
safety of the citizens which
needs to be addressed on an
urgent basis.”

Mr Abhijit Pati,
Chairman, FICCI
Chhattisgarh State Council
and CEO & Director
BALCO (Vedanta Group)
said, “In the past ten years
the magnitude of illicit
trade has grown from USD
650 billion to about USD 3
trillion, representing 10 per
cent of the global trade and
rightly been termed as the
crime of the 21st century
by the FBI.

Illicit trade a major roadblock in the path
of economic growth: Amarjeet Bhagat

Raipur, Jan 10: No
COVID-19 case or death
was reported in
Chhattisgarh on Monday,
which kept the tally and
toll unchanged at 11,77,760
and 14,146, respectively, a

health official said.
There was no rise in the

recovery count either,
which stood at 11,63,612,
leaving the state with two
active cases, he added.

So far, 1,88,51,483 coron-
avirus tests have been
conducted in the state, in-
cluding 1,746 during the

day, a government release
said.

Chhattisgarh’s coron-
avirus figures are as fol-
lows: Positive cases
11,77,760, new cases (zero),
death toll 14,146, recov-
ered 11,63,612, active cases
2, today tests 1,746, total
tests 1,88,51,483.

No case, death, recovery reported in Ch’garh
For COVID-19  
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Raipur, Jan 10: Within
four years, the number of
voters in Chhattisgarh has
increased by about nine
lakhs. Three lakh new
youth voters have been
added to these who will
vote for the first time. The
Office of the Chief
Electoral Officer has made
the final publication of the
voter list for the assembly
elections 2023. Now the
number of voters has in-
creased to one crore 94
lakh, 54 thousand and
nine. Whereas in the last
assembly elections in 2018,
the number of voters was
one crore 85 lakh, 45 thou-
sand 819. Additional Chief

Electoral Officer, Shikha
Rajput Tiwari said that
the final publication of the
electoral list has been
done. To prevent electoral
malpractices, the Election
Commission has taken a
new step towards reform.
Now the new voter ID card
is linked with Aadhaar.
This is a more secure card
than before, the new card
which is being given to the
voters has a QR code em-

bedded in it. According to
officials, voter informa-
tion will be available from
the QR code.

From this it will be
known whether the voter
is real or fake. Apart from
this, the identity card will
have hologram etc of the
new colour. A target has
been set to collect Aadhaar
numbers from all voters
by April 1, 2023. However,
providing Aadhaar infor-

mation for voter ID card
will be voluntary.
According to statistics,
this time the number of
women voters in the state
is only one thousand less
than the male voters. In
the present situation, the
number of male voters in
the state is 97 lakh 27 thou-
sand, while the number of
female voters is close to 97
lakh 26 thousand. The
number of third gender
voters in the state is 811.
This time 76 booths have
been increased for the as-
sembly elections to be held
in the year 2023. Now their
number has increased to
23,907. Five lakh 74 thou-
sand 60 new voters have
been added through Form
6. Three lakh 76 thousand
names have also been
deleted on the basis of
Form 7.

Nine lakh new voters were
added in four years,

including three lakh youth
Now there are more
than one crore 94
lakh voters

Raipur, Jan 10: The con-
tract employees of
Chhattisgarh have an-
nounced a strike. This de-
cision was taken after a di-
visional level meeting held
in Raipur. From January
16 to 20, the contractual
employees working in
every government depart-
ment of the state will go
on strike. Even after this,
if no concrete decision is
taken at the government
level on the demand of the
employees, then  indefinite
agitation has been
warned. The employees
held a meeting in Raipur
on Sunday regarding this
state level strike. In this
meeting, the employees
said – There is a lot of re-
sentment in the minds of
the contract employees for
not showing any positive
attitude by the govern-

ment on the long pending
demand of regularization
of contract employees in
the state. That’s why
Chhattisgarh All
Departmental Contract
Employees Federation has
now started the movement
from 16th January.
Federation’s state presi-
dent Kaushalesh Tiwari
said that representatives
of associations of all de-
partments and office bear-
ers of district and block
level participated in the

divisional meetng of the
federation. Collectively, it
was decided that from
January 16 to January 20,
contract workers will be
on strike across the state.
Will appeal to the govern-
ment to announce the reg-
ularization of contract
employees on January 26,
in case there is no positive
attitude of the administra-
tion in this regard, indefi-
nite agitation will be start-
ed across the state from
January 30. Working state

president of the organiza-
tion Ashok Kumar Kurre
and Hemant Sinha told
that we went to many min-
isters and officers regard-
ing the problems related
to the employees. When
asked for an appointment,
the time was not given.
Employees are forced to go
on strike. The people hold-
ing important positions in
the government are re-
sponsible for the incon-
venience caused to the
people. The contractual
employees were quite
hopeful about the an-
nouncement of their regu-
larization even in the win-
ter session of the
Legislative Assembly, on
which the government did
nothing, in such a situa-
tion, the resentment
among the employees is
increasing. Due to the an-
nouncement of this strike
by all the contractual em-
ployees of 54 departments,
the government work of
common people can be af-
fected.

45 thousand contract employees
on strike from Jan 16 

Will take big steps if
regularisation is not
announced

V ictor Frankl, a psychi-
atrist who wrote of

his experiences in a Nazi
concentration camp, wrote:
“Man is not destroyed by
suffering; he is destroyed
by suffering without mean-
ing. One of the challenges
physicians face is to help
people find meaning and
acceptance in the midst of
suffering and chronic ill-
ness. Medical ethicists
have reminded us that reli-
gion and spirituality form
the basis of meaning and
pur- pose for many people.
At the same time, while pa-
tients struggle with the
physical aspects of their
disease, they have other
pain as well: pain related to
mental and spiritual suf-
fering, to an inability to en-
gage the deepest questions
of life.

The technological ad-
vances of the past century
tended to change the focus
of medicine from a caring,
ser- vice oriented model to
a technological, cure-ori-
ented model. Technology

has led to phenomenal ad-
vances in medicine and
has given us the ability to
prolong life. However, in
the past few decades physi-
cians have attempted to
balance their care by re-
claiming medicine’s more
spiritual roots, recognizing
that until modern times
spirituality was often
linked with health care.
Spiritual or compassionate
care involves serving the
whole person the physical,
emotional, social, and spir-
itual. Such service is inher-
ently a spiritual ac-
tivity.The word compas-
sion means “to suffer
with.” Compassionate care
calls physicians to walk

with people in the midst of
their pain, to be partners
with patients rather than
experts dictating informa-
tion to them.

True healing requires
answers to these questions.
Cure is not possible for
many illnesses, but I firmly
believe that there is always
room for healing. Healing
can be experienced as ac-
ceptance of illness and
peace with one’s life. This
healing, I believe, is at its
core spiritual. Many stud-
ies have shown that people
desire to be remembered.
Some wish to fulfill this de-
sire through their family
and others through their
life’s accomplishments or

impact.
Some observational

studies suggest that people
who have regular spiritual
practices tend to live
longer. Increased levels of
IL-6 are associated with an
increased incidence of dis-
ease. A research study in-
volving 1700 older adults
showed that those who at-
tended religions activities
were half as likely to have
elevated levels of IL-6. The
authors hypothesized that
religious commitment may
improve stress control by
offering better coping
mechanisms, richer social
support, and the strength
of personal values and
worldview.

Spiritual health is that
aspect of our well-being
which organizes the val-
ues, the relationships and
the meaning and purpose
of our lives. Patients and
healthcare professionals
alive have experienced a
growing recognition of the
importance of spiritual
health as a foundation for
physical health and well-
being. This well-being mo-
tivates individuals to care
for themselves and opti-
mize their health so that
they can serve their
Community and the God.
As a reformed healthcare
system places greater em-
phasis on etiology and pre-
vention as opposed to relief

of symptoms, creative and
holistic partnerships be-
tween the medical profes-
sion and spiritual care
givers can and will emerge.
In studying the etiology of
illnesses, healthcare
providers must examine
the underlying social prob-
lems of the day: violence,
divorce, unemployment
and a host of other factors
that lead to disintegrating
relationships. Considering
the  importance of the rela-
tionship between physical
and spiritual well-being,
providers must make spiri-
tual assessments at the
time of any triage.
Healthcare institutions
must seek partnerships
with community organiza-
tions and leaders to moni-
tor the effects of societal is-
sues that lead to physical
and spiritual distress.

Characteristics of spiri-
tual health include life free
from addictive in habits,
finds fulfillment in self,
others, work and leisure
and accepts limitations of

humanity. It takes time to
mediator communicate
with the Holy and finds ill-
ness as enabling, not dis-
abling. It emphasizes that
mortality is inescapable
yet redeeming and takes re-
sponsibility for health.
This gives the concept of
health to serve others and
balances between depend-
ence and freedom.

It brings the combina-
tion of spatiality with
physical, mental and emo-
tional wellbeing. As the
healthcare system moves
from a traditional medical
model to a more culturally
sensitive and holistic
model, several lessons
may be critical. Illness is
often a metaphor for what
is out of sync in our lives.
Often illness is not an
event but a process, which
likely began months or
years before the appear-
ance of physical manifes-
tations of disease.
Resentment, anger, jeal-
ousy, anxiety, and unre-
solved grief are the silent

and relentless precursors
to illness. Social support,
affirmation and a positive
outlook have  beneficial ef-
fects on the healing
process.

Spiritual commitment
tends to enhance recovery
from illness and surgery. A
study of heart transplant
patients showed that those
who participated in reli-
gious activities and said
their beliefs were impor-
tant complied better with
follow-up treatment, had
improved physical func-
tioning at the 12 month fol-
low-up visit, had higher
levels of self-esteem and
had less anxiety and fewer
health worries . In general,
people who don’t worry as
much tend to have better
health outcomes.
Spirituality enables people
to worry less, to let go and
live in the present moment.

By Dr. Arvind Neral-
Prof. & HoD
D e p a r t m e n t o f
Pathology, Pt. JNM
Medical College, Raipur

‘Reformed Healthcare System with Greater Emphasis on Spiritual Health’

Raipur, Jan 10: The sale
of tickets for the first in-
ternational cricket match
between India and New
Zealand at the Shaheed
Veer Narayan Singh
Stadium in Nava Raipur
will start online from
January 12. According to
the information, tickets
will be available for stu-
dents for Rs 300. Whereas
for others, tickets will be
available at different
rates.

Preparations are going
on for this cricket match
between India and New
Zealand. Tickets will be
sold online as well as at
RDCA counters. Also, 1500
tickets have been reserved
for school children for the
match. Free seating will
be available on first come
first serve basis. Along
with this, the rates of food

stalls will also be fixed.
After taking the ticket,

one has to reach the stadi-
um 2 hours before. The
match will start at 1.30 pm
on January 21. Apart from

Rs 500, 1000, 1250, 1500, the
match tickets will be avail-
able for Silver 5000, Gold
6000, Platinum 7500 and
Corporate ticket at 
Rs 10000.

India Vs New Zealand ODI Match:
Students to get tickets for Rs 300

Online sale 
will start from
January 12

Raipur, Jan 10: A truck
driver and his helper were
beaten by the villagers for
allegedly smuggling cattle.
The incident took place in
the area falling under ju-
risdiction of Abhanpur

Police Station. The driver
and the helper, who were
injured in the attack, were
admitted to Ambedkar
Hospital, where they are
undergoing treatment.
Condition of the truck
driver is stated to be criti-
cal. The police have regis-
tered a case under the
Chhattisgarh Prevention

of Cruelty to Agricultural
Animals Act. According to
information available the
truck secretly carrying 65
buffaloes to Hyderabad
overturned at farm field in
midnight at
Chingarbhatha village. On
reaching the spot, the vil-
lagers thrashed the driver
and the helper.

Truck transporting cattle illegally
overturns in farmland

Villagers beat 
driver-helper

Raipur, Jan 09: AIIMS
Director Dr. Nitin
Nagarkar has submitted
his resignation to the
Central Government. He
will now remain in serv-
ice till March 31 only. Dr.
Nitin Nagarkar was in
the post of director con-
tinuously since 2012.
Along with this, the
process of selecting the
new director has also
started.

Director Dr. Nitin M.
Nagarkar informing why
he opted to become a doc-
tor said that there was
nobody from medical
profession in his house.
Everyone in the family
including father, uncle,
brother are engineers. He
also wanted to become an
engineer, but grandmoth-
er said that he should be-
come a doctor. He said
that since he is interested
in engineering, whenev-
er construction work is

going on in AIIMS, he
stays there for hours and
gets the work done.

The number of beds
available for patients in
All India Institute of
Medical Sciences
(AIIMS) will now be
available on the website
on real time basis. Many
other information will
also be available on this
tab, in which informa-
tion about the number of
IPD and OPD patients,
status of various tests
can also be obtained.

Along with this, soon the
test reports of the pa-
tients will be available on
the website along with
the app.

Director Prof. (Dr.)
Nitin M. Nagarkar inau-
gurated Patient
Dashboard facility on
Saturday. The number of
patients in OPD and
emergency, general beds,
ICU, HDU and private
beds will also be avail-
able on a real-time basis
in this tab, available on
the AIIMS website under
the name of Patient Care
Dashboard. Information
on laboratory reports, ra-
diodiagnosis, etc. is also
provided. Dr Nagarkar
said that with this all the
information will be avail-
able to the patients with
transparency. Along with
this, information about
the contribution made by
AIIMS in health services
will also be available.

AIIMS Director Nitin Nagarkar resigns,
to remain in office till March 31

Raipur, Jan 10: Students
of NIT Raipur’s
Department of
Architecture designed a
self-sufficient housing
with low energy con-
sumption in which ener-
gy can be generated by
walking on the pave-
ment.

Aslesha Awadhiya,
Kajal Kabdal, and Soham
Banerjee, three students
of the Department of
Architecture, NIT
Raipur, have designed a
self sufficient housing
keeping in mind the
needs of the present

times, where not only en-
ergy consumption can be
reduced. Rather, clean en-
ergy can also be created
through various tech-
niques.

These three students of
the institute are from B.
Arch. fifth semester and
all three have prepared
their design for the con-
struction of a classy area
at Naya Raipur.

Aslesha Awadhiya told
about her design that for
high-quality construc-
tion in a limited area, we
should pay attention to
the climate and direction

of the area. The direc-
tions of the building as
well as the windows and
doors should be designed
keeping in mind the
changes that occur dur-
ing different seasons so
that energy consumption
can be reduced.
Explained the use of cur-
tains on doors and win-
dows, vertical plants, and
recharge pits to conserve
rainwater.

Along with this, artifi-
cial lakes, water foun-
tains, etc. should also be
constructed in that area
so that the climate of that

area can remain cool.
Kajal Kabdal said that

the latest technology
called wind tree should
be used to create natural
energy.

Along with this, she
talked about using the ki-
netic energy of the peo-
ple to generate energy by
using the footpath gener-
ator technique.

Kajal told that the con-
struction work can be
strengthened by using
biodegradable materials,
bamboo mycelium, etc.
using eco-friendly
means, advanced tech-

nology construction
work can be done.

Sohan Banerjee ad-
vised planting eco-friend-
ly plants like bamboo
while increasing the
height of the balconies in
his design.

In his design, he de-
signed the building in the
form of a star so that
enough sunlight could
reach each area and solar
energy could be generat-
ed through solar panels.
His design described
landscaping as an impor-
tant part of limited-area
construction.

Three NIT students design self sufficient housing

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJaann  1100::  Raipur, Jan 10:
Under the ‘Anemia Mukt Bharat
Abhiyan’, Chhattisgarh ranks
third in the country in giving IFA
(Iron Folic Acid) supplements to
children, adolescents, pregnant
women, and lactating mothers.
In the entire country, only
Andhra Pradesh and
Maharashtra are ahead of
Chhattisgarh. Children from six
months to 19 years, as well as
pregnant and lactating women,
are provided IFA supplements as
part of the Anemia Mukt Bharat
Abhiyan. Mitanins provide iron
and folic acid syrup to young
children and tablets to pregnant
and nursing mothers. In addition,
children are given IFA medicines
in school.

Every month, the
Government of India issues the
Score Card of IFA
Supplementation in all States
and Union Territories under the
Anemia Mukt Bharat Abhiyan.
The Union Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare has released a
study on IFA supplementation
throughout the country as a
whole during the months of July,
August, and September.
According to this, Chhattisgarh

has consistently ranked third in
the country during these months.

State Nodal Officer of the
Anemia Mukt Bharat Abhiyan, Dr.
V.R. Bhagat, stated that
Chhattisgarh routinely ranks
third in IFA supplementation to
cure anemia, sweeping behind
many large states such as Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar, Gujarat, Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan, West Bengal,
Karnataka, and Tamil Nadu. This
initiative has picked, upstream in
the state in recent months.
Chhattisgarh was ranked sixth in
the country by June 2022.

According to state-level IFA
supplementation data released
by the Government of India until
September 2022, IFA supplemen-
tation was provided to 66.4 per-
cent of children aged between six
months to 59 months and 71.5
percent of children aged five to
nine years in Chhattisgarh.
During this time, IFA supplements
were provided to 74.6 percent of
children and adolescents aged 10
to 19 years, 95 percent of preg-
nant women, and 61.6 percent of
lactating mothers. Taking all of
these groups into account, the
overall IFA supplementing rate in
Chhattisgarh is 73.8 percent.

Ch’garh ranks third in the country
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Mungeli, Jan 10: 

Goods vehicles are al-
lowed to carry goods, but
here in the region people
have started using these
vehicles like passenger
buses or cars, owing to
which there is always a

possibility of accidents
and loss of life.

Pickup, tractor, mata-
dor trucks do the work of
carrying passengers in
most of the villages dur-
ing the festive and har-
vest season, which is
cheap and accessible to

the people, but the fact
remains that in rural
areas, many times the
crowd in buses becomes
so much that people to
travel take the aid of
freight vehicles, travel-
ing along with loads of
goods also.

Here tractors taken in
the name of farming are
also being deployed by
farmers indiscriminately
for material supply and
sometimes as passenger
vehicles too.

Vehicles carrying pas-
sengers are seen daily on
all the routes of the city
in goods vehicles, but due
to lack of action by the
concerned department,
the work of carrying pas-
sengers on cargo vehicles
is going on unabated.

Freight vehicles 
ferrying passengers Kharora, Jan 10: 

In Bharat Dewangan
Government Higher
Secondary School
Kharora a seven-day na-
tional service scheme
was organized in Village
Chhadiya from December
31, 2022 to January 6,
2023.In the camp, various
creative and constructive
works were completed, in
which plantation of
saplings, cleaning of
Anganwadi center prem-
ises, cleaning of garbage
near Mangal Bhawan and
Bajrang Chowk’s hand
pump, extensive cleanli-
ness campaign was con-
ducted in Gurughasidas
Chowk, Bajrang Chowk
premises.

Under the intellectual
discussion, about Veer
Saput of Chhattisgarh
(by Harish Dewangan
Vice Principal),
Environment Protection,

(by D.S.Yadav), Traffic
Control, (by T.K.Boi),
Agriculture related infor-
mation (   by Arun
Verma,) legal knowledge
related information, (by
Satbir Kaur), health re-
lated information (by
Dr.Amin Khan), income
caste residence certifi-
cate, and other revenue
department related infor-

mation (Harish Binjhwar,
Hemant Sahu, (Patwari
Halka No.30 and 29,) was
held. Camps were also or-
ganized for the benefit of
medical and health sec-
tor, such as veterinary
specialist (Dr. Rashmi
Gupta), sickle cell test
(Dr. MD Nirala ),
Orthopedic (Dr. Sunil),
eye check-up camps were

organized by (Ashok
Sahu). In organizing the
camp, village head
Ashish Pankaj Verma,
Hemlal Burman,
(Gauthan President),
Narayan Chelak
(Secretary), Sakharam
Koshale, (Employment
Secretary), Deputy
Sarpanch, Panchgan gave
their cooperation.

Seven-day NSS camp held in village Chhadiya Khushi 
Soni bags
third place
In national Bharat

Natyam dance 
competition

Gourela, Pendra,
Marwahi, Jan 10: In
the national Bharat
Natyam dance compe-
tition organised by
Kaushal Mahotsav of
Raipur, Khushi Soni
of Pendra city se-
cured third place and
brought laurels to the
School and city.
Khushi Soni is daugh-
ter of Alderman
Nagar Panchayat
Pendra city Madan
Soni. All the residents
of city have expressed
happiness on her
achievement and
wished her all the
best for her future en-
deavours.

KKhhaarroorraa,,  JJaann  1100:: Once again
the weather has changed in the
state and light dense fog pre-
vailed in many areas including
Surguja, Bilaspur, Raipur,
Bastar, Durg divisions due to
moisture-laden easterly winds
from the Bay of Bengal on
Wednesday and Thursday.
Light fog remained in the outer
areas of the capital in the
morning and light drizzle also
occurred in some areas. 

According to Meteorologist
HP Chandra, such a situation
has arisen due to drop in tem-
perature and the weather is
expected to remain like this for
the next two-three days. It is
noteworthy that an alert has
also been issued for fog in
some areas and due to cloudy
weather this week, the hide
and seek of sun and shade con-
tinued. According to the
Meteorological Department,
there is also a possibility of
temperature fluctuations for
the next two-three days and in
the coming 72 hours; the night
temperature is expected to fall

up to 3 degrees. According to
the experts, after the coming
two-three days, with the
change in the direction of the
wind, the cold may once again
take a hold, however the cold
winds are all set to bring the
winter spell of and mist. Due to

increasing chill, bonfires have
started burning in the rural
areas and even in the outer
areas of the capital, people are
feeling cold due to the cold
winds and even the day’s tem-
perature has dropped due to
partly cloudy sky in most parts.

People are coming out wearing
warm clothes like shawls,
sweaters, blankets etc and the
public has opted for diverse
ways to protect themselves
from the cold chill that
includes, warm clothes, bon
fires, healthy food and drinks.   

Weather takes a swing as cold intensifies

Rajnandgaon, Jan 10:

The cool winds and
chilled weather has dis-
turbed day-to-day rou-
tine in entire
Rajnandgaon area and
bonfires have been lit at
different places to get re-
lief from chilling winds.
But still it is unable to
provide required relief
and drop in the mercury
is going on each day. The
minimum temperature
in Rajnandgaon has
reached 8 Deg. Celsius.

With sudden change
in the weather condi-
tions, the denizens in
city are keeping back
home. The cool winds
from North have
dropped the minimum
temperature and there is
no relief both in the
morning and evening.

And after the sunset the
mercury dips further.
Along with
Rajnandgaon, the weath-
er has turned pretty cool
in Mohala-Manpur
Ambagarh Chowki,
K h a i r a g a r h -
Chuikhadan and hilly
areas of Gandai distict.
People are left with no
option but to take all
necessary precautions
and use pullovers, wind-
cheater and thick jack-
ets to avoid cold winds
and chilling sensation.

It is right from first
week of January that
cool winds have started
blowing and affected the
entire district. This has
started affecting the day-
to-day life and people are
paying more attention
towards their health to
avoid seasonal diseases.

Mercury dips to its
low at 8 Deg CelsiusKasdol, Jan 10: Shri

Navadha Ramayana cere-
mony is being organized
from January 12, 2023 at
Bajrang Chowk, the heart
of Dharmanagari Nagar
Panchayat Kasdol. To be
informed, Navadha
Ramayana is been organ-
ized here in the region for
the past many years.
Manas troupes also have
been coming here every
year from many districts
of the state, and this yaer
it has been decided to pro-
vide a one-time consola-
tion amount of Rs 501 in
addition to cash and a ci-
tation to the manas man-
dalis.

Apart from this, there
will be discourse every
day from 10 am to 01 pm,
but before this, the
preachers will inform the
committee, so that
arrangements can be
made. The committee has
made arrangements to

send invitation letters in
large numbers far and
wide and it is expected
that like other years, this
year also a large number
of Manas lovers, devotees
and sources will partici-
pate.

The chairman of
Navadha committee is for-
mer district president
Pandit Gorelal Tiwari and
secretary Babulal Sahu.
In this regard, former
MLA and patron of Shree
Navdha Samiti Kasdol,
Arun Kumar Mishra
while discussing with
journalists said that being
the fourth pillar of
democracy, and therefore,
wherever religious events
are held, they should also
be promoted through
newspapers and electron-
ic media. He also ex-
pressed concern over the
conversions taking place
in the country and the
states at present.

Akhand Shri Navadha Ramayana
ceremony from Jan 12

KKoorrbbaa,,  JJaann  1100::  

Municipal Corporation Korba
has been lighting bonfires for
the past one month at major
public squares, high traffic
places, railway stations, bus
stands etc. in all its zones, in
a bid to provide comfort

against cold waves to the
needy and street dwellers.
Mayor Mr. Rajkishore Prasad
and Commissioner Prabhakar
Pandey, have instructed for
providing bonfire facility to
passers-by, citizens, bonfires
at night in various square-
intersections, public places

and high-traffic areas of the
corporation area.  Bonfires
are being lit at these places
presently - Railway Station
Korba, Old Bus Stand,
Sunaliya Chowk,
Chimnibhattha, TP Nagar
Chowk, New Bus Stand,
Stadium Gate Chowk, and
CSEB Chowk by Municipal
Corporation Korba. ,
Maharana Pratap Chowk
Wednesday, Nilambari
Chowk, S.P. Office Tiraha,
Jain Chowk, Niharika
Subhash Chowk, Guru
Ghansidas Chowk, Mudapar
Bazar, Ghantaghar, Bus
Stand Balco, Near Amarsingh
Hotel Balco, Parsabhantha
Bazar, N.T.P.C. Bonfires are
being lit at Gate Jamnipali,
Scindia Chowk Pass, Sardar
Patel Nagar Petrol Pump,
Jailgaon Chowk, Gevra
Chowk, near Vikasnagar
market, Imlichhapar Chowk,
Shakti Chowk of
Bankimongra Zone, Somwari
Bazar and Bajrang Bali
Chowk and other places. 

Bonfires being lit in various
squares and public places 

KKhhaarroorraa,,  JJaann  1100::  

Cycle distribution program has
been organized under
Saraswati Free Cycle Scheme in
Government Higher Secondary
School Kanki. In this program,
MLA of Dharsiwan Assembly
Constituency Anita Yogendra
Sharma was present as Chief
Guest and Bablu Bhatia as spe-
cial guest.  Sarpanch
Representative- Kanki, Khubi
Dahria, Sandeep Sahu, Supet
Verma, Tarun Chauhan Ganga
Verma, Satyanarayan Sonwani
and Chairman of School
Development Committee
Lekhram Dhivar, School in-

charge L. L.Patel, Mrs. S. Diwan
and others were present. In the
program cycles were distrib-
uted to 102 students of
Government Higher Secondary
School, Kanki, under the
Saraswati Free Cycle Scheme,
run by Chhattisgarh
Government. In her address,
the MLA Anita Yogendra
Sharma said that if daughters
study, they make the world rich
and prosperous; they fill it with
values, and move forward
towards the new technology of
science and foster a prosperous
society.L.L.Patel presided over
the program and proposed the
vote of thanks.

Cycle distribution prog
in GHSS Kanki

Korea, Jan 10: 

As per the instructions of
Department of AYUSH,
Government of
Chhattisgarh and
Directorate of Ayush
Raipur Chhattisgarh,
District Ayurveda Officer
Dr. A.N. Singh a free
Ayush health fair and
public awareness camp
was organized in village
Podi Bachra. In the camp,
free treatment was provid-
ed by the doctors of
Ayurveda, Unani and
Homeopathic Department
of Ayurveda. In the camp,
special treatment was
done by Agni Karma and
Rooping therapy and 548

patients were treated with
Ayurveda, 121 with Unani,
181 with Homeopathic and
52 with Agni Karma and
Combing therapy, in this
way medical facilities
were provided to 850 pa-
tients. Camp in-charge Dr.
Rajesh M. Yadav, Dr.
Gyanendra Kushwaha, Dr.
Albina Grace Toppo, Dr.
Jawahar Yadav, Dr. Gitesh
Patel, Dr. Ajay Kumar
Gupta, Dr. Nazia Ansari,
Dr. Apnindra Trigunapan
Dr. Tapan Chandra Vashi
and Pharmacist Rajesh
Vishwakarma, Mathura
Prasad Baiga, Prashant
Kumar, Dageshwar Sahu,
Mahendra Badaik and
Medical Officer Pitambar
Singh Netam, Hemant
Kumar Yahaut, Kulwant
Beck, Purna Chandra
Nahak and Vinay Tripathi
contributed.

District level Ayush
health fair concludes
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BRIEF

Oppose  
New Delhi: The Delhi
Police on Monday op-
posed the bail plea of
student activist
Gulfisha Fatima in the
high court in a case
concerning the “larg-
er conspiracy” behind
the riots of February
2020.

Bribe 
Ahmedabad: A dis-
trict education offi-
cer (DEO) was on
Monday arrested by
the Gujarat Anti-
Corruption Bureau
(ACB) for allegedly
demanding and ac-
cepting a bribe of Rs
20,000 from a school
principal, an official
said.

Film Fest
Aurangabad: The
eighth Ajanta Ellora
Film Festival will be
held between
January 11 and 15 in
Maharashtra’s
Aurangabad city dur-
ing which 55 films
will screened, the or-
ganisers said on
Monday.

Collide
Baripada: Three per-
sons were killed and
four others injured on
Monday after an auto-
rickshaw collided
with a goods vehicle
laden with water bot-
tles in Odisha’s
Mayurbhanj district,
police said.The acci-
dent occurred on
Baripada-Deuli Road
near Kainfulia village,
a senior officer said.

Protest 
New Delhi: Dozens of
students staged a
protest outside the
Minority Affairs
Ministry office here
on Monday against
the central govern-
ment’s decision to dis-
continue the Maulana
Azad National
Fellowship for minori-
ty students.

Actress Deepti Naval dur-
ing the unveiling of a cof-
fee table book on Javed
Akhtar, in Mumbai.

Bengaluru, Jan 10 (PTI) 

Spreading its ‘aroma’,
India Coffee House (ICH) on
Ambedkar Road in
Bengaluru got a refreshing
avatar in its golden jubilee
year.

Started in 1972, the ICH in-
side the Coffee Board of
India premises had been a
favourite joint for customers
from ‘Vidhana Soudha’,
High Court and adjacent
government and private of-
fices.

The Board, which man-
ages the ICH, took up the

renovation of the facility
that could suit the younger
generation, not merely the
old customers. While the fur-
niture remains the same, the
walls, ceiling and the light-

ing arrangements have been
improved. Further, sitting
arrangements have been
made on the verandah of
the ICH in the midst of
greenery overseeing

Ambedkar Road and the im-
posing ‘Visvesvaraya
Tower’. On Monday, the
Additional Secretary in the
Department of Commerce
Rajesh Agrawal and the
Coffee Board Chief
Executive Officer Dr K G
Jagadeesha inaugurated the
renovated ICH facility. “To
modernise and to accommo-
date more coffee lovers,
Coffee Board has initiated
steps to renovate the ICH two
months back,” Jagadeesha
told PTI.

The Board undertook the
remodelling of the ICH at a
cost of approximately Rs 22
lakh lakh, he said. A new sec-
tion to serve coffee prepared
by different brewing meth-
ods has also been added in
the renovated structure.

Bengaluru’s ICH gets refreshing avatar NS&G CLOSING CEREMONY

Union Minister Anurag Thakur during the closing ceremony of the 18th National
Scout and Guide Jamboree, in Pali, Monday.

Chennai, Jan 10 (PTI) 

The 10 per cent quota for
Economically Weaker
Sections (EWS) will not be
implemented in Tamil Nadu
as it is against the ideals of
social justice, the state gov-
ernment said on Monday.
The state is firm on continu-
ing the present reservation
policy (of 69 percent), the
government categorically
stated. “Tamil Nadu has
adopted a unique reserva-
tion system to further social
justice in the State and en-
sure advancement of social-
ly backward classes. This

government is firm on con-
tinuing the present reserva-
tion policy in the State, as the
10 percent quota for EWS is
against the ideals of social
justice,” the text of Governor
R N Ravi’s speech copy
tabled in the Assembly stat-
ed. Steps are being taken to
provide loans worth Rs 210
crore through the Tamil
Nadu Backward Classes
Economic Development
Corporation and Tamil Nadu
Minorities Economic
Development Corporation to

ensure economic develop-
ment of socially backward
sections in the society, it said.

The Chennai Metropolitan
Development Agency
(CMDA) has embarked on a
pioneering effort to create a
new growth cluster through
land pooling in
Madampakkam, spanning
600 acres. Land will be pooled
with the consent of land own-
ers and classified based on
their usage to promote
planned development, while
ensuring that the benefits of
development are shared with
the land owners, the speech
copy stated.

‘10 % quota for EWS against
social justice ideals’ New Delhi, Jan 10 (PTI): 

Foreign universities set-
ting up their campuses in
India will offer healthy
competition to leading pri-
vate universities in the
country, according to sev-
eral Vice Chancellors,
even as they maintained
that the “devil lies in the
details.”

The University Grants
Commission (UGC) last
week unveiled draft norms
for allowing, for the first
time, foreign universities
to set up campuses in
India with autonomy to
decide the admission pro-
cedure, fees structure, and
even repatriate funds back

home. According to Dr
Aman Mittal, Vice
President, Lovely
Professional University,
Punjab, the foreign univer-
sities setting up their cam-
puses in India will offer
healthy competition to top
private universities here.

“India is a very large
country with a very large
number of students who
are pursuing their higher
education dream. The ex-
isting leading universities
need not worry as it will
be a healthy competition.

“That being said, com-
petition improves the
ecosystem in a better way
in that sector and we have
seen that in the case of the

airlines, banking, and tele-
com sector where a lot of
foreign players have come
in, and the Indian institu-
tions and various organi-
sations have ramped up
their level,” he told PTI.

“On the whole, the con-
sumer gets benefited from
that. In the near future
when the foreign institu-
tions come, institutions
here which are already
doing a great job would be
very happy to play in that
ecosystem where every-
body is providing quality
education,” he added.

As per the draft norms,
foreign universities with
campuses in the country
can only offer full-time

programmes in offline
mode and not online or
distance learning.

Such universities,
termed Foreign Higher ed-
ucation Institutions
(FHEIs) in the draft, will
need a nod from the UGC
to set up their campuses in
India. The initial approval
will be for 10 years which
will be renewed in the
ninth year subject to the
meeting of certain condi-
tions. These institutions
will not be allowed to offer
any programme which
jeopardises the national
interest of India or the
standards of higher educa-
tion here, the commission
has said.

‘Entry of foreign varsities in India will lead to healthy competition’

Mumbai, Jan 10 (PTI) 

Senior Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP)
leader and former cabinet
minister Chhagan Bhujbal
on Monday demanded an in-
dependent caste-based cen-
sus in Maharashtra on the
lines of Bihar, saying such
an exercise in other states
has benefited citizens.
Bhujbal made the demand
in a letter sent to Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde
and Deputy CM Devendra
Fadnavis and cited the ex-
ample of Bihar, where a
caste-based head count has
started.

The Mahagathbandhan
(grand alliance) govern-
ment in Bihar on Saturday
launched an ambitious sur-
vey of castes in the eastern
state with Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar saying the ex-

ercise would prove helpful
for the upliftment of all sec-
tions of society. The de-
mand for a caste-based cen-
sus in Maharashtra has
been pending for a long
time, Bhujbal said in the let-
ter. Tamil Nadu and
Chhattisgarh, too, have con-
ducted similar exercises
which are benefiting resi-
dents of these states, he
noted, in an apparent refer-
ence to welfare schemes
rolled out based on the sur-
veys.

The former minister, a

prominent Other Backward
Classes (OBC) leader, said
Members of Parliament
Sameer Bhujbal, Gopinath
Munde and 100 other MPs
had in 2010 moved a resolu-
tion in the Lok Sabha seek-
ing a caste-based census at
the national level.

Accordingly, a census was
conducted on economic and
social status of rural and
urban households between
2011 and 2014, but the
Centre has not yet disclosed
its findings, the NCP leader
added.

“So, like the Bihar gov-
ernment, the state
(Maharashtra) should con-
duct an independent (caste-
based) census,” he said. The
census of scheduled tribes
and scheduled castes has
been happening for the last
150 years and these sections
have separate budgetary al-
locations for welfare
schemes, said Bhujbal,
stressing the need for hav-
ing accurate data on castes.

Bhujbal for caste census in
Maha on lines of Bihar

Writes to Shinde,
FadnavisGangtok, Jan 10 (PTI): 

Pawan Kumar
Chamling, former chief
minister of Sikkim on
Monday alleged his suc-
cessor Prem Singh
Tamang was diverting
public money to the ruling
party and family mem-
bers. Chamling, who is the
Sikkim Democratic
Front(SDF) president, al-
leged that the ruling party,
Sikkim Krantikari
Morcha (SKM), has been
coercing people to join it.

SKM hit back at
Chamling by terming his
statement “baseless and
slanderous comments”
and asked the former chief
minister to knock on the
doors of courts of law if
he had proof of any
wrong-doing.

“The SKM is playing a
very dirty game to bring
people from other parties

to swell its numbers,”
Chamling, who has
launched the ‘Sikkim
Bachao Abhiyan’ to ex-
pose the alleged misdeeds
of the Tamang govern-
ment.

He also claimed that the
state’s economy was
“dead” under the present
dispensation.

“Sikkim’s economy is

dead. There are no jobs but
only high inflation and a
complete collapse of the
rural economy. The money
has been drained into the
SKM and P S Golay’s fami-
lies,” Chamling said in a
statement. Tamang is also
known as P S Golay.

He said the trend has to
be “stopped immediately”
and advised his party SDF
to work hard to win back
the mandate in 2024.

“Only then, we will be
able to restore Sikkim’s
wealth,” he said.

Young people are being
allured with the fake
promises of jobs while
families of government
employees are being in-
timidated into joining the
ruling party with threats
that employed family
members are transferred,
he claimed. The former
chief minister claimed
SDF leaders and workers

are being offered cash for
joining the ruling party.

SKM leader and it’s
women front president
Kala Rai came down heav-
ily on Chamling for mak-
ing “baseless and slander-
ous comments” against
the ruling party and
Tamang in particular. If
the state economy was
floundering then the
blame should rest on
Chamling who ruled the
state for 25 years, she said.

She also challenged
Chamling to knock the
doors of the judiciary if
he had proof of corrup-
tion.

Rubbishing claims that
people were being coerced
to join the ruling party, Rai
said people had joined
SKM “in droves” on their
own when it was in opposi-
tion, hence there was no
need to offer allurements
or threats.

‘CM Tamang diverting public 
money to family and party’

PUBLIC RALLY

BJP supporters during a public rally addressed by Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sharma, at Bagma vil-
lage in Agartala.

Gopeshwar, Jan 10 (PTI): 

Geological factors apart,
the failure of successive
governments to act on the
warnings by experts about
possible hazards in
Joshimath and adjoining
areas has emerged as a
major reason behind the
land subsidence crisis that
has now gripped the town,
environmentalist Chandi
Prasad Bhatt said on
Monday.

Yet another effort has
been made by the state gov-
ernment for a scientific
study with the help of satel-
lite imagery of the crisis in
the sinking town, Bhatt,
who is associated with the
Chipko Movement, said.

However, a detailed zona-
tion mapping of the
Himalayas in Uttarakhand
and Himachal Pradesh,
warning of the lurking
dangers in Joshimath, had
been submitted to the state
government more than two
decades ago, he said.

The study carried out
using remote sensing and
Geographic Information
System (GIS) by around
twelve leading scientific or-

ganisations of the country
including the National
Remote Sensing Agency
(NRSA) had been submit-
ted to the state government
way back in 2001, he said.
The mapping of the area
covering the entire Char
Dham and Mansarovar
yatra routes including
Joshimath had also been
submitted to the district ad-
ministrations of
Dehradun, Tehri,
Uttarkashi, Pauri,
Rudraprayag, Pithoragarh,
Nainital and Chamoli at
that time.

In this zonation mapping
report 124.54 sq km area of
Joshimath had been divid-
ed into six parts in accor-

dance with their suscepti-
bility to landslides, Bhatt
said.

Over 99 per cent of the
mapped area had been
shown as landslide-prone
in varying degrees, he said,
adding 39 per cent of the
area was identified as a
high-risk zone, 28 per cent
as a moderate-risk zone
and 29 per cent as a low-
risk zone and the rest in the
lowest.

Subsequently, a daylong
meeting was also held be-
tween senior administra-
tive officials, experts, peo-
ple’s representatives and
social workers in
Dehradun over the study in
which the district magis-
trates concerned had
agreed to take the required
safety measures in light of
the study. However, nothing
was done and the state gov-
ernment had to face a lot of
criticism for not acting on
the study in the wake of the
2013 Kedarnath disaster —
the Himalayan tsunami’
which killed more than
four thousand people,
Bhatt, a recipient of the
Ramon Magsaysay, Padma
Bhushan and Gandhi Peace

award said.
“Failure of successive

governments to act on ex-
pert warnings seems to be
at the root of the
Joshimath crisis,” he said.

“One study after another
would not help until the
governments begin to act
on what they were recom-
mended”, the nonagenari-
an on whose request to the
state government, the then
ISRO Chairman K
Kasturirangan constituted
a group of organisations
headed by NRSA to do
zonation mapping of the re-
gion. Bhatt, who was part
of various discussions held
with the government on the
vulnerability of the region
to disasters as an advisor,
said, “Once again the prob-
lem is being ignored in the
name of conducting stud-
ies.” “The NRSA’s landslide
hazard zonation mapping
submitted in 2001 and the
1976 report of the Mishra
Committee of which I too
was a part contain enough
suggestions about the safe-
ty measures to be adopted
to save towns like
Joshimath and their resi-
dents,” he said.

‘Govt apathy to repeated warnings
root cause of Joshimath crisis’

To woo younger 
generation in golden
jubilee year

TN GOVT

Chhagan Bhujbal

Pawan Kumar Chamling

Chandi Prasad Bhatt

A waiter wearing traditional attire serves coffee to 
customers during the relaunch of the renovated ‘India
Coffee House’, in Bengaluru.
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Dubai, Jan 10 (AP):

Islam’s annual hajj pil-
grimage in Saudi Arabia
will return to pre-pandem-
ic levels this year after re-
strictions saw the annual
religious commemoration
curtailed over concerns
about the coronavirus, au-
thorities say.

The hajj, required of all
able-bodied Muslims once
in their life, represents
one of the world’s largest
gatherings of people.
Before the pandemic, the
pilgrimage drew millions
each year to Islam’s holy
city of Mecca, home to the
cube-shaped Kaaba that
observant Muslims pray
toward five times a day.

In 2019, over 2.4 million
people took part in the pil-
grimage. But in 2020, amid
the lockdowns sparked by
the pandemic, Saudi

Arabia drastically cur-
tailed the hajj with as as
few as 1,000 residents of
Saudi Arabia permitted to
take part. It was an un-
precedented move unseen
even during the 1918 flu
epidemic that killed tens
of millions worldwide.

In 2021, some 60,000 resi-
dents of Saudi Arabia at-
tended. Last year saw 1
million faithful perform
the pilgrimage.

Speaking on Monday
night at a conference
about the hajj in the Red
Sea port city of Jeddah,
Saudi Hajj and Umrah
Minister Tawfiq bin
Fawzan al-Rabiah an-
nounced the lifting of the
restrictions.

“I bring you two bits of
good news in this meeting.
The first: The return of
the numbers of pilgrims
to what they were before

the pandemic without any
age restrictions,” al-
Rabiah said, according to
the state-run Saudi Press
Agency.

“And the second:
Allowing any hajj mission
from around the world to
deal with any licensed
company that meets the
requirements of the pil-
grims of those countries,”
he added.

Only those between the
ages of 18 to 65 could at-
tend the hajj in recent
years. Saudi Arabia also
had limited which private
companies could conduct
travel arrangements for
the hajj.

The coronavirus isn’t
the first public health dis-
aster to strike the hajj. The
kingdom’s Al Saud ruling
family stakes its legitima-
cy in this oil-rich nation
on overseeing and protect-

ing the hajj sites. Ensuring
the hajj happens has been
a priority for them and
also a main economic driv-
er bringing billions of dol-
lars of non-oil revenue to
Saudi Arabia.

Disease outbreaks have
always been a concern sur-
rounding the hajj.
Pilgrims fought off a
malaria outbreak in 632,
cholera in 1821 killed an
estimated 20,000, and an-
other cholera outbreak in
1865 killed 15,000 before
spreading worldwide.

More recently, Saudi
Arabia faced danger from
a different coronavirus,
one that causes the Middle
East respiratory syn-
drome, or MERS. The
kingdom increased its
public health measures
during the hajj in 2012 and
2013, urging the sick and
the elderly not to take part.

Hajj pilgrimage returning
to pre-COVID levels

UKRAINIAN CONFLIT

Ukrainian military medics carry an injured Ukrainian serviceman evacuated from the battlefield into a hospital in
Donetsk region, Ukraine. The serviceman did not survive.

Beijing, Jan 10 (AP):

Wang Jian is anxious to
get back to work teaching
basketball to children now
that China has lifted anti-
COVID-19 restrictions. But
his gym in the eastern city of
Shenyang has been closed
for a month because all its
coaches are infected.

The most optimistic fore-
casts say China’s business
and consumer activity
might revive as early as the
first quarter of this year. But
before that happens, entre-
preneurs and families face a
painful squeeze from a surge
in virus cases that has left
employers without enough
healthy workers and kept
wary customers away from
shopping malls, restaurants,
hair salons and gyms.

“I hope the situation will
turn around in March or
April with no more COVID
shocks,” said Wang, 33, who
went without a paycheck for
four months when the gym

closed during virus out-
breaks. “If parents worry
about possible reinfection,
they simply won’t send their
children for training.”

The abrupt decision by
President Xi Jinping’s gov-
ernment to end controls that
shut down factories and kept
millions of people at home
will move up the timeline for
economic recovery, but
might disrupt activity this
year as businesses scramble
to adapt, forecasters say.
“This will be a bumpy
process,” said Dong Chen,
chief Asia economist for
Pictet Wealth Management.

“People still are strug-
gling with infections, but we
think this could be tempo-
rary,” Chen said. “Broadly,
we think this is a positive
surprise.” The decision to
accelerate China’s reopen-
ing is a boost for the global
economy at a time when ac-
tivity in the United States
and Europe is weakening
after repeated interest rate
hikes by central banks to
cool surging inflation. It is
likely to help revive auto
sales and propel demand for
imported consumer goods,

oil and food in China, one of
the biggest global markets.
Countries including
Thailand with big tourism
industries look forward to
an influx of Chinese travel-
ers.

The World Bank and pri-
vate sector forecasters have
cut estimates of China’s eco-
nomic growth last year to as
low as 2.2% due to the infec-
tion spike that started in
early October and chal-
lenged Beijing’s “zero-
COVID” goal of isolating
every case. The
International Monetary
Fund expects a recovery to
4.4% this year, but that still
would be among the lowest
levels of the past three
decades. “Zero-COVID” kept
China’s infection numbers
low but shut down Shanghai
and other industrial cities
last year for two months, dis-
rupting manufacturing and
shipping. Business groups
said global companies were
shifting investment plans
away from China because
rules that required visitors
from abroad to quarantine
for a week kept executives
from visiting.

China economy recovering but
hampered by virus outbreaksRio De Janeiro, Jan 10 (AP): 

“No amnesty! No
amnesty! No amnesty!” The
chant reverberated off the
walls of the jam-packed hall
at the University of Sao
Paulo’s law college on
Monday afternoon. Hours
later, it was the rallying cry
for thousands of Brazilians
who streamed into the
streets of Rio de Janeiro
and Sao Paulo, penned on
protest posters and ban-
ners. The words are a de-
mand for retribution
against supporters of for-
mer President Jair
Bolsonaro who stormed
Brazil’s capital Sunday, and
those who enabled the ram-
page.

“These people need to be
punished, the people who
ordered it need to be pun-
ished, those who gave
money for it need to be pun-
ished,” Bety Amin, a 61-
year-old therapist, said on
Sao Paulo’s main boule-
vard. The word “DEMOC-
RACY” stretched across the
back of her shirt. “They

don’t represent Brazil. We
represent Brazil.”

Protesters’ push for ac-
countability evokes memo-
ries of an amnesty law that
for decades has protected
military members accused
of abuse and murder dur-

ing the country’s 1964-85
dictatorship. A 2014 truth
commission report sparked
debate over how Brazil has
grappled with the regime’s
legacy.

Declining to mete out
punishment “can avoid ten-

sions at the moment, but
perpetuates instability,”
Luis Felipe Miguel, a pro-
fessor of political science at
the University of Brasilia,
wrote in a column entitled
“No Amnesty” published
Monday evening. “That is

the lesson we should have
learned from the end of the
military dictatorship, when
Brazil opted not to punish
the regime’s killers and tor-
turers.” Brazilian police on
Monday had already round-
ed up roughly 1,500 rioters,
with some caught in the act
of trashing Brazil’s
Congress, the Supreme
Court and the presidential
palace, while the majority
were detained the following
morning at an encampment
in Brasilia. Many were held
in a gymnasium through-
out the day, and video
shared on pro-Bolsonaro so-
cial media channels showed
some complaining about
poor treatment in the
crowded space.

The Federal Police’s
press office told The
Associated Press the force
plans to indict at least 1,000
people, and has begun
transferring them to the
nearby Papuda prison.

The administration of
President Luiz In cio Lula
da Silva says that is only
the start.

No amnesty!: Brazilian protests demand jail for rioters

Demonstrators march holding a banner that reads in Portuguese “We are Democracy”
during a protest calling for protection of the nation’s democracy in Sao Paulo, Brazil, a
day after supporters of former President Jair Bolsonaro stormed government buildings in
the capital.

Mexico City, Jan 10 (AP):

President Joe Biden,
Mexican President Andres
Manuel Lopez Obrador
and Canadian Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau
are meeting for a series of
talks on migration, trade
and climate change on
Tuesday as the three lead-
ers try to mend tensions
that have divided the con-
tinent.

The three-way gather-
ing is held most years, al-
though there was a hiatus
while Donald Trump was
US president. It’s often
called the “three amigos
summit,” a reference to
the deep diplomatic and
economic ties between
the countries.

However, the leaders
still found themselves at
odds, especially as they
struggle to handle an in-

flux of migrants and to
crack down on smugglers
who profit from persuad-
ing people to make the
dangerous trip to the

United States.
In addition, Canada

and the US accuse Lopez
Obrador of violating a
free trade pact by favour-

ing Mexico’s state-owed
utility over power plants
built by foreign and pri-
vate investors.
Meanwhile, Trudeau and
Lopez Obrador are con-
cerned about Biden’s ef-
forts to boost domestic
manufacturing, creating
concerns that US neigh-
bours could be left be-
hind.

The centrepiece of the
summit will be hours of
talks with all three lead-
ers, but Biden will start
Tuesday with a bilateral
meeting with Trudeau.
It’s unlikely to be as con-
tentious as his sitdown
with Lopez Obrador on
Monday.

During that meeting,
the Mexican leader chal-
lenged Biden to improve
life across the region,
telling him that “you hold
the key in your hand.”

Biden, Lopez Obrador, Trudeau meet in Mexico City for summit

From left, first lady Jill Biden, President Joe Biden, Mexican
President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador, and his wife
Beatriz Gutirrez Miller stand for their national anthems
during an arrival ceremony at the National Palace in
Mexico City, Mexico.

Washington, Jan 10 (PTI):

The United States has an-
nounced an additional USD
100 million to Pakistan for its
recovery and reconstruction
efforts after the devastating
floods last year that killed
1,739 and affected 33 million
people.

The funding also includes
humanitarian assistance to
support flood relief and re-
covery efforts in refugee
hosting areas, State
Department Spokesperson
Ned Price told reporters at a

news conference here on
Monday. “I am pleased to
share that today the United
States announced an addi-
tional USD 100 million of re-
covery and reconstruction
funding, bringing our total
contribution to over USD200
million,” he said. The new
USD 100 million in funding
will be for flood protection
and governance, disease sur-
veillance, economic growth,
and clean energy, climate
smart agriculture, food secu-
rity, and infrastructure re-
construction, Price said.

US announces $100 million 
flood-related recovery, 

reconstruction funding for Pakistan



OO  ne of the great foreign policy
feats of Prime Minister

Narendra Modi is that he stood in
upfront of the military conflict
between Russia and Ukraine —
sparked by the launch of a Russian
military operation in February 2022
to support the Russian-speaking
eastern provinces of Ukraine against
the alleged suppression of their
rights by Ukraine — and took a line
that both sides had concerns which
should be resolved through peaceful
negotiations.

The US-led West joined the fray
in support of Ukraine amid appeals
from President Volodymyr
Zelensky for a grant of NATO mem-
bership to Ukraine and the conflict
went on to assume the proportions
of a 'war' with no end in sight. The
US and its allies are merely supply-
ing arms, ammunition and sophisti-
cated war material to Ukraine, cre-
ating an impression that they were
conducting a 'proxy war' against
Russia.

It is possible that the US saw in
its strategy a parallel with the anti-
Soviet armed campaign in
Afghanistan that had ultimately led
to the withdrawal of the Soviet
army and the demise of the USSR.
However, it is becoming increas-
ingly clear that Vladimir Putin's
Russia is not getting worn down
and it is Ukraine that is taking the
real hit in terms of loss of life and
assets. President Putin has
referred to the effectiveness of
tactical nuclear weapons but clear-

ly has not betrayed any despera-
tion about using them in this con-
flict. He is still pursuing the origi-
nal aim of protecting the eastern
provinces of Ukraine closely identi-
fied with Russian interests and has
again gone on record to claim that
he wants to end the conflict.

The total scene around this mili-
tary confrontation of geopolitical
significance suggests that it is still
not an irreversible case for a return
to peace. What is needed is a cred-
ible global-level mediation accept-
able to both sides. It is noteworthy
that beyond the UN that faced res-
olutions critical of Putin in the
Ukraine- Russia conflict, India's
position as a possible mediator
acceptable to both sides has been
acknowledged more than once by
the unbiased sections of the inter-
national community.

Prime Minister Modi became the
first world leader to call for the
cessation of hostilities and
recourse to peaceful negotiation to
resolve the Ukraine-Russia conflict.
He told the Russian President that
'this is not an era of war', and sub-
sequently voiced India's firm oppo-
sition to the use of nuclear
weapons when there were specula-
tions about the possible induction
of tactical nuclear missiles by
Putin to achieve his goal in the war
with Ukraine. These responses
made India the sane voice in the
world and established Prime
Minister Modi as a global counsel
on issues of war and peace. Modi
has spoken to the two Presidents
more than once and has kept up
hopes in the prospects of a return
to peace sooner than later. The
success of India's foreign policy in
the Modi regime can be measured
by the fact that India's friendly
bonds with Russia do not come in
the way of the deep and natural
strategic friendship of India with
the US, which was the hallmark of
convergence between the two
largest democracies of the world
and - what is even more significant

- by the fact that US President Joe
Biden and Putin both understood
India's geopolitical position.
Interestingly, Putin now taking
decisions on the readings of his
own intelligence set up would be
doing so with much greater confi-
dence since he has a first-hand
experience of the flaws and strong
points of the latter and perhaps
could see things in the wider glob-
al perspective even better than
before. Any attempt at mediation
between Russia and Ukraine can
hope to succeed only if the back-
ground of the conflict is clearly
understood and steps are recom-
mended to establish lasting trust
among the two neighbours accord-
ingly. When the Cold War ended
consequently with the dismember-
ment of the USSR and the termina-
tion of the Warsaw Pact, the emer-
gence of East European states as
independent nations, besides the
rise of Central Asian Republics
(CARs), left residual Soviet Russia
as a much smaller empire.

The US-led West might have
done well to work for peaceful
coexistence between Russia and its
neighbours. Certainly, a high-pitch
combative alliance like NATO did
not hold the earlier ground as
American hostility towards Russia
did not have to exist at the level of
the Cold War era. In fact, in the
unipolar world order, the US was
expected to work for world peace
while militarily safeguarding
American interests across the
globe. 

Former US President Donald
Trump treated Russia at par with
European nations and seemed to
have a little problem with Putin -
he was in the process able to deal
with China on a stronger note of
military and economic deterrence.
The advent of the Biden Presidency
saw a reversal of the US attitude
towards Russia - this could be in
part because of the controversy
that the crucial Presidential poll
had left behind on the issue of

Russian 'interference' in the
American elections. Biden declared
Russia as the prime adversary of
the US and underlined the trans-
Atlantic alliance with Europe in a
manner that underscored the con-
tinued use of NATO as a deterrent
against Russia. Putin's action
against Ukraine gave Biden a justi-
fiable ground for confronting
Russia. The Ukraine-Russia conflict
precipitated in February 2022 as
Putin ordered a 'military operation'
in eastern Ukraine, ostensibly to
safeguard the rights of the
Russian-speaking population there
in the face of a simmering agita-
tion continuing in those parts. The
situation rapidly worsened
because of the declared policy of
Zellensky to seek NATO member-
ship to militarily respond to Russia
and the decision of the US-led West
to join the Ukrainian side by pump-
ing arms and ammunition into
Ukraine.

In the final analysis, the US and
Europe should work to return to
democracy in all countries that
were once a part of the USSR. This
will be a useful long-term strategy
for the US to maintain its geopolit-
ical hold and global acceptability.
Enlargement of the democratic
order can be an effective counter
to Chinese expansionism and
Russia's possible strategic aim of
bringing back the former USSR ter-
ritories under its influence. This
provides an additional non-military
route for the US for maintaining its
supremacy as the leader of the
democratic world. 

Prime Minister Modi's mandate
that 'this is not an era of war' in
fact strengthens Biden's hands.
India must continue to press for a
peaceful negotiation between
Russia and Ukraine without any
preconditions being set by either
side.

((TThhee  wwrriitteerr  iiss  aa  ffoorrmmeerr  DDiirreeccttoorr
ooff  tthhee  IInntteelllliiggeennccee  BBuurreeaauu..  TThhee
vviieewwss  eexxpprreesssseedd  aarree  ppeerrssoonnaall))  
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BJP a confused
party

BJP had launched a new
program which indicates
that party is in confused
stage and does not know
how to tackle the goodwill
being created among the
common masses due to
Bharat jodo yatra being car-
ried on by Rahul Gandhi.
Party's state of confusion
can judged from the name of
the program Bind India
which is somewhat similar
to Bharat jodo yatra. Party
is unaware of impact of
OPS and census on caste
basis. Party had lost the
Himachal Pradesh assembly
election on the issue of OPS.
In the present program
there are three points, one is
to celebrate the state day
and second is to celebrate
various days such as doctors
day and third is to learn one
more language in addition
to hindi english and mother
language. And all the three
steps will not fetch addition-
al voters for the party. The
assembly election in
Karnataka will be held in
May and what the reports
are pouring in media that
Cong can win the election
and if it happens so it will be
a big problem for BJP. Main
problem with the govern-
ment is that no government
department takes interest in
solving the grievances of a
common man. Till now BJP
had spoken so much against
freebies that its own
schemes will not garner ad-
ditional votes for the party
for the various social
schemes already going on.
This will be the last budget
of this govt and it will be
election budget and various
incentives will be declared
but it will have not much ef-
fective for vote purpose.
Position of this govt on the
employment purpose in not
good. In the last we again
say that govt is in confused
stage.

Yash Pal Ralhan,
Jalandhar 

Demonetisation
was valid or not?

It is irrelevant whether de-
monetisation was valid or
not in the context of logic
and humanity. It was
ridiculous to claim that
mere ban of notes would
permanently vanish the
ills of black money, coun-
terfeit notes, child traffick-
ing and terrorism from the
soil of the country. And
thanks to the overnight de-
cision, hundreds had to col-
lapse to death in inhuman
queues, several million
people lost their jobs or
business with fatal effects
upon economy of the coun-
try. And far from achieving
the advertised goals,
99.28% of the banned notes
also gallantly returned to
the banks. Demonetisation
was nothing but an inhu-
man farce "gifted" to the
country.
Kajal Chatterjee, Kolkata
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Kanpur: People sit around a bonfire to warm themselves on a cold winter morning, in Kanpur, Tuesday, Jan. 10.

SIT AROUND A BONFIRE 

L and subsidence in Uttarakhand’s Joshimath town is
due to a combination of factors including improper

drainage systems, construction on unstable land mass
without adequate checks, and deforestation, according to
sources in the Modi government. Panic consumed the town
after sinking landmass left huge cracks in houses and
roads, forcing hundreds to be evacuated. All nine munici-
pal wards of the town have been declared “disaster affect-
ed” and “unsafe for living” under the Disaster
Management Act. The Union government has appointed
teams of experts from the National Disaster Management
Authority, IIT Roorkee, the Geological Survey of India, and
the Wadia Institute of Himalayan Geology, among others,
to inspect the area. According to a source from one of the
teams, the experts have called for a “detailed geotechnical
and geophysical investigation” of the area to determine its
carrying capacity. Other mitigation measures include con-
ducting building vulnerability assessments, followed by a
“repair and retrofitting strategy for the partially damaged
houses”. Retrofitting involves making structures more re-
sistant to seismic activity. Data with the Chamoli district
administration shows that at least 603 houses in Joshimath
were found to have cracks. Relief efforts are likely to con-
tinue over the next few days. Widening of the all-weather
Char Dham road between Helang and Marwari has been
stopped until further orders, as has construction work on
the NTPC’s Tapovan Vishnugad Hydro Project and the
Joshimath-Auli ropeway. Experts say land subsidence in
the area has been a long time coming because of anthropo-
logical pressures over an ecologically fragile area. “There
are many factors that have led to this. First, it is an old land-
slide zone which was pointed out in a report from 1976.
Then, during the construction of a tunnel for the Tapovan
Vishnugad Hydropower Plant in 2009, an aquifer was punc-
tured, which led to considerable groundwater loss. We
don’t know if that aquifer was ever recharged,” said Harsh
Vats, a geologist and PhD candidate at the Indian Institute
of Remote Sensing-Dehradun (IIRS-D). “A third reason is
major soil erosion because of the changing course of the
Alaknanda river,” he added. IIRS-D is conducting a “defor-
mation study” using satellite imagery to determine the
rate of subsidence over the last few years and whether it
has accelerated in recent times. The study’s results are like-
ly to be out next week, Vats said.

Why is Joshimath sinking?

India for world peace

VViinnoodd  CChhaannddrraasshheekkhhaarr  DDiixxiitt

11th January is observed as
National Human Trafficking
Awareness Day to raise awareness
about the condition of human traf-
ficking victims, as well as to pro-
mote and safeguard their rights.
We all have an important role to
play in preventing human tracking
and protecting victims.  Thousands
of children are trafficked every
year from rural, tribal as well as
urban areas in India. Victims are
bought and sold like commodities.
Catching child-sex tourists is only
part of the problem in Nepal. Nepal
has become a source as well as
transit destination for trafficking
of women and children for sex
trade tourism from neighbouring
countries.  When there is an illegal
movement of a person from one
country to another, a smuggling
component is involved, it becomes
human smuggling. Human smug-
gling becomes human trafficking
when there is no consent of the
person and people are held against
their will for sexual exploitation or

labor. Human trafficking is consid-
ered a modern form of slavery.
This illegal act involves the use of
force, fraud, or coercion to obtain
labor or sex. Traffickers use vio-
lence, manipulation, or false prom-
ises to lure their victims into traf-
ficking situations. Trafficking vic-
tims usually experience physical
and/or psychological abuse.
Women and girls comprised 84
percent of victims of forced mar-
riage and 99 percent of victims of
forced labour in commercial sexual
exploitation. Trafficking through
India should be stopped immedi-
ately. Hapless women, especially
young ones, are lured on false
promises and taken to various
countries by unscrupulous and
anti-social elements and sold for
flesh trade. India, like many
nations, is a signatory to these
conventions, but implementation is
poor, because of factors such as
corruption, lack of capacity and
expertise and cultural norms, atti-
tudes and stigmas. Indian Govt.
should alert the Nepal Govt and
prevent the human trafficking.

Human trafficking is just another
name for modern-day slavery,
wherein the victims involved are
forced, coerced and deceived into
labour and sexual exploitation. In
India, children from poor and rural
communities, especially those with
emotional, physical and learning
difficulties, are particularly vulner-
able to inter-country trafficking.
The culprits should be brought to
book and exemplary punishment to
be imposed. Every 8 minutes, a
child is missing in India. It is
reported that children from rural
areas in poor condition are traf-
ficked to cities for employment in
industries such as spinning mills,
hotels, restaurants, and construc-
tion for little or no pay at all. They
are often physically and mentally
exploited by the employers and
have to work under hazardous con-
ditions. Many girls are forced by
families or sold by traffickers for
child marriage. In most cases the
condition of girls in early mar-
riages is like slaves. They are
exploited physically and mentally.
It is a well-organised network and

we need to call for stringent laws
and implementation of such laws
to contain the menace. Both the
Indian and Nepali governments are
complicit in the abuses suffered by
trafficking victims. These abuses
are not only violations of interna-
tionally recognized human rights
but are specifically prohibited
under the domestic laws of both
countries. In Nepal, border police
are also bribed to allow traffickers
to transport girls to India. The high
inspiration of the parents and
when the children fail to live upto
the expectation, they take the
wrong path because of which other
youths of their age fall victim to
their wrongdoings. Children have
always been a soft target both
because at times they are not
much aware of the fact that what is
happening to them is wrong. If at
all they are aware of it, then they
are scared to speak about it. Those
that suffer physical and emotional
abuse and rape may never be able
to live normal lives again whereas
those that are threatened live in
constant fear and end being psy-

chologically compromised. It is the
violation of human rights and chil-
dren are deprived freedom. It
breaches the child’s mental and
physical ability which is primary to
every child’s growth. Children lose
their childhood because of the ill-
practice of child trafficking. The
basic rights of children, irrespec-
tive of economic status, caste or
gender, are robbed from them. The
first step to spreading awareness
effectively is educating yourself.
Knowing the signs and characteris-
tics of trafficking will give you the
ability to be more aware in your
own community, and to spread
that awareness to your network.
The consequences of child traffick-
ing are dreadful. Improving and
implementing prevention pro-
grams is critical. What we need is
right from early childhood, kids
should be taught about the sensi-
tive issues and the lawmakers too
should enact and follow strict laws
to curb this menace and keep the
kids safe. Weak legal system is yet
another lacuna which adds to the
menace.

Human trafficking is a scourge, a crime against the whole of humanity
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Eating almonds daily boosts
recovery molecule by 69 pc

E ating almonds daily has been found to support metabol-
ic recovery following strenuous exercise by increasing

beneficial fat by 69 per cent, according to a new study. The re-
searchers concluded that daily consumption of almonds
leads to a change in metabolism, downregulating inflamma-
tion and oxidative stress from exercise and enabling the body
to recover faster. "We conclude that almonds provide a
unique and complex nutrient and polyphenol mixture that
may support metabolic recovery from stressful levels of exer-
cise," corresponding author Dr David C Nieman, a professor
at the North Carolina Research Campus, said. The findings
have been published in Frontiers in Nutrition. "Almonds
have high amounts of protein, healthy types of fats, vitamin
E, minerals, and fibre. And the brown skin of almonds con-
tains polyphenols that end up in the large intestine and help
control inflammation and oxidative stress," said Nieman.
According to the study, a randomized controlled trial showed
that female and male participants who ate 57g almonds daily
for one month had more of the beneficial fat 12,13-DiHOME
(12,13-dihydroxy-9Z- octadecenoic acid) in their blood imme-
diately after a session of intense exercise than control partic-
ipants.This molecule, a so-called oxylipin, an oxidized fat, is
synthesized from linoleic acid by brown fat tissue, and has a
beneficial effect on metabolic health and energy regulation,
the study said. "Here we show that volunteers who consumed
57g of almonds daily for one month before a single 'weekend
warrior' exercise bout had more beneficial 12,13-DiHOME in
their blood immediately after exercising than control volun-
teers. "They also reported feeling less fatigue and tension,
better leg-back strength, and decreased muscle damage after
exercise than control volunteers," said Nieman. Immediately
after exercise, the concentration of the beneficial 12,13-
DiHOME was 69 per cent higher in blood plasma of partici-
pants in the almond group than in participants in the control
group. 12,13-DiHOME is known to increase the transport of
fatty acid and its uptake by skeletal muscle, with the overall
effect of stimulating metabolic recovery after exercise. The
reverse pattern was found for another oxylipin, the mildly
toxic 9,10-Dihydroxy-12-octadecenoic acid (9,10-diHOME),
which was 40 per cent higher immediately after exercise in
the blood of the control group than in the almond group.
Unlike 12,13-DiHOME, 9,10-diHOME has been shown have
negative effects on overall health and the body's recovery to
exercise. According to the research, the clinical trial involved
38 men and 26 women between the ages of 30 and 65, who did-
n't engage in regular weight training. Approximately half
were randomized to the almond diet group, and the other half
to the control group, who daily ate a calorie-matched cereal
bar. The researchers took blood and urine samples before
and after the four-week period of dietary supplementation.
Performance measures included a 30 second Wingate anaer-
obic test, a 50 metre shuttle run test, and vertical jump, bench
press, and leg-back strength exercises, the study said.
Additional blood and urine samples were taken immediately
after this 90 minute session of "eccentric exercise" and daily
for four days afterwards, the study said. After each blood
draw, the participants filled out the 'Profile of Mood States'
(POMS) questionnaire to quantify their mental state, and
rated their delayed onset muscle soreness - that is, pain and
stiffness felt after unaccustomed or strenuous exercise - on a
10-interval scale, the study said. As expected, the 90 minute
exercise led to an increase in the volunteers' self-reported
feeling of muscle damage and muscle soreness, as well as an
increased POMS score, indicating self-reported decreased
vigour and increased fatigue, anxiety, and depression, the
study said. The exercise also resulted in transient elevated
levels of pro-inflammatory cytokines such as IL-6, IL-8, IL-10,
and  MCP-1 in the blood, consistent with minor muscle dam-
age. However, these changes in cytokines were equal in the
almond and cereal bar groups, the study said. For those who
exercise regularly, eating almonds each day might be the
ideal new year's resolution.
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Appointment

New Delhi: Anurag
Kumar was appointed
the Chairman and
Managing Director of
Electronics
Corporation of India
Limited (ECIL) on
Monday, a Personnel
Ministry order said.
Kumar is at present
ECIL's Executive
Director. The
Appointments
Committee of the
Cabinet (ACC) has ap-
proved Kumar's ap-
pointment to the post
till the date of his super-
annuation i.e 31.01.2026,
the order said.

Investment
New Delhi: Multiplex
operator PVR aims to
operate 1,000 screens
by the end of FY24, by
adding 100 more
screens in the next 15
months, the compa-
ny's Joint Managing
Director Sanjeev
Kumar Bijli said. The
company, which on
Monday achieved the
milestone of 900
screens, would invest
around Rs 300 crore to
add another 100
screens, Bijli said. As
part of the expansion,
the company is enter-
ing into newer cities,
especially in the south
and east parts of the
country, where it has a
negligible presence.
PVR is looking for
smaller cities, which
are unserved and have
"high potential", said
Bijli. When asked
about expansion, Bijli
said, in the current
quarter, PVR would
add 30 screens.

IT exports 

Hyderabad: The
number of employ-
ees in the IT sector in
Telangana grew from
3.23 lakh in 2014 to 8.7
lakh in 2022 while IT
exports rose from Rs
57,000 crore to Rs 1.83
lakh crore during the
same period, IT
Minister K T Rama
Rao said here. Rama
Rao who participated
in an interactive ses-
sion with IT industry
leaders, organised by
Hyderabad Software
Enterprises
Association (HYSEA)
credited the out-
comes achieved over
the last eight years to
the department con-
cerned and the in-
dustry, an official re-
lease said.

Collection efficiency
Kolkata: Collection
efficiency ratio of
private lender
Bandhan Bank in-
creased to 98 per cent
at the end of
December 2022 from
95 per cent at the end
of the second quarter.
An initial disclosure
statement by the bank
said that the ratio for
micro-credit loans
was 98 per cent at the
end of December 2022,
while for non-MFI
loans, it was 99 per
cent. Loans and ad-
vances of the bank at
the end of December
2022 stood at 1,00,520
crore, registering a
growth of 14 per cent
year-on-year.

ECONOMIST FORUM

Former union minister Suresh Prabhu with Namita Bajoria (left), President, during
MCCI (Merchants' Chamber of Commerce & Industry) Economist Forum on
Development Strategis, in Kolkata.

Kolkata, Jan 10:  

Chief Economic
Advisor V Anantha
Nageswaran said on
Monday that the Indian
economy will be USD 3 tril-
lion by the end of the cur-
rent 2022-23 fiscal and is ex-
pected to be USD 7 trillion
in the next seven years.
The government had pre-
viously said India would
become a USD 5 trillion
economy by 2025. Speaking
at a session organised by
MCCI, Nageswaran said
virtually that the calendar
year 2023 began in the con-
text of the continuing con-
flict between Russia and
Ukraine, which will "cre-
ate geo-political and geo-
economic uncertainties".
The other major aspect is

the opening up of China
after two years of the pan-
demic and its impact on
the world economy, partic-
ularly on retreating oil and
commodity prices and also
on the growth of the ad-
vanced economies of the
US and Europe.

"In these contexts, the

Indian economy will be of
the size of USD 3 trillion at
the end of March 2023 and
USD 7 trillion in the next
seven years, which is not
impossible," Nageswaran
said. The CEA also said the
most important issue is
that the US is expected to
lower its interest rates in
2024 or 2025, which will
have an impact on the
Indian rupee. The National
Statistical Office has pre-
dicted that the economic
growth of the country in
2022-23 will be seven per
cent in real terms and 15.4
per cent in nominal ones,
the economist said.

Nageswaran also men-
tioned that the realistic
medium-term growth is 6.5
per cent in contrast to
eight or nine per cent,

which was witnessed dur-
ing the 2003-2008 period.
"During the 2003-2008 peri-
od, there was a global
boom in terms of capital
flows into India. The
Chinese economy and
commodity economies
grew strongly. Now, the sit-
uation is different due to
global monetary tighten-
ing, which will have a lag
effect on all the
economies," he said. The
CEA also said India had
undertaken a lot of struc-
tural reforms, including
the implementation of the
Goods and Services Tax,
and Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code, since
2016. Jan Dhan accounts
have facilitated the seam-
less transfer of govern-
ment benefits, he said.

India expected to become USD 7 trillion
economy in seven years: CEA New Delhi, Jan 10: 

With 5G roll out under-
way, DoT Secretary K
Rajaraman exhorted the
telecom industry, sector
skill council, states and
various stakeholders to
make all-out efforts to en-
hance and deepen the
skilling initiatives that
will meet the evolving
needs of the sector.
Terming telecom as a cru-
cial sector, Rajaraman
noted the "great demand"
for skilled manpower in
various aspects of digital
connectivity, including on
network and retail side.
The Telecom Secretary
was speaking at an event
'Telecom vision to 5G
skilling' oganised by
Telecom Sector Skill
Council (TSSC). He em-
phasised the need for im-
parting the "right kind of

skills", and asked industry
and all stakeholders to col-
lectively find pathways to
address the skilling re-
quirements. The telecom
sector requires both high-
end and low-end skills, and
telecom department is in-
terested in the whole
stack, he said. Rajaraman
pointed out that state gov-
ernments, which are im-
portant stakeholders, have
a number of programmes
for upskilling and
reskilling. "In last few

months, we have been able
to conduct a number of
programmes... One of
them is to sensitise all the
state governments about
the upcoming opportuni-
ties in 5G roll out," he said,
adding it is important for
states to come forward for
laying out funds and focus-
ing on 5G and related
skills. Doing so would en-
sure that foundations of
digital economy strength-
ened across the country.
The Department of
Telecom (DoT) has also re-
quested the ministry of
skill development to look
at negotiating mutual
recognition agreements
with other countries, so
that telecom professionals
certified from training in-
stitutes in India can even
look at employment oppor-
tunities outside,
Rajaraman said.

Telecom secretary asks industry to focus
on manpower skilling needs of 5G era

Hyderabad, Jan 10:  

The Central government
will soon launch an infor-
mation technology server
and IT hardware produc-
tion linked incentive (PLI)
scheme, and also offer addi-
tional incentives for manu-
facturers that incorporate
Indian-designed intellectu-
al property into their prod-
ucts, Union Minister of
State for Electronics and IT
Rajeev Chandrasekhar said
on Tuesday.

Virtually addressing the
VLSI Design Conference
2023 that began here today,
Chandrasekhar said the
government has announced
Future Design Programme,
which invests USD 200 mil-
lion in startups that will de-
sign or co-design IP, tools or
devices for the next genera-
tion of applications in
India.

"By 2024, we believe India
would have stepped into the
semiconductor manufac-
turing space and catalysed
a more domestic design and
innovation ecosystem
where we are encouraging
startups to work with the
leading global majors to de-
velop IP, to develop devices
either co-owned or owned
for which the government
has announced Future
Design Programme," he
said. "To make sure that

these devices and the inno-
vation ecosystem is fully
supported by the market,
we will soon be launching
an IT server and an IT hard-
ware PLI that will be simi-
lar to the mobile phone PLI
which has been extremely
successful. In the IT PLI, we
will create additional incen-
tives for those manufactur-
ers and original equipment
manufacturers (OEMs) that
incorporate Indian-de-
signed IP into their sys-
tems, into their products,"
he said.

Chandrasekhar said, "We
are putting government
capital to work in actively
catalysing the Indian semi-
conductor ecosystem and
working with the industry
and the global diaspora to
ensure that our ambition of
India as a semiconductor
nation will be realised very
rapidly".

Govt will soon launch new PLI scheme
for IT hardware: Union minister

New Delhi, Jan 10: 

The government has
asked power generation
companies (gencos) to en-
sure timely import of coal
and maximize production
as it anticipates a shortfall
of 24 million tonnes in the
dry fuel availability during
April-September 2023. The
share of coal-based power
generation has increased in
the country due to surge in
demand and consumption
of electricity, the ministry
of power said, adding it is
monitoring the availability
of coal for thermal power
producers (TPPs) very
closely. "Efforts have been
made to increase coal avail-
ability from all sources.
Although the supply of coal
has increased in Q4

(January-March FY23), it is
not adequate to meet the un-
precedented increase in de-
mand of electricity," the
ministry said in a notifica-
tion. Directions have been
given to all gencos including
independent power produc-
ers (IPPs) for timely import
of coal for blending purpos-
es and maximising produc-
tion in captive mines.

The ministry of coal has
committed to supply coal to
meet the revised target of
197.7 MT, subject to avail-
ability of rakes and other lo-
gistics issues. "As per the
past trend, the likely supply
of domestic coal during H1
FY 2023-24 would be around
392 MT. Thus around 24 MT
would be the anticipated
shortfall during H1 FY24," it
said. Efforts have also been
made to address the logis-
tics issues in cooperation
with the ministry of rail-
ways.

Govt asks power producers to
ensure timely import of coal

Increase production
in captive mines

Mumbai, Jan 10: 

The rupee gained 57
paise to close at 81.78 (pro-
visional) against the US
dollar on Tuesday, the
biggest single-day gain
since November. Forex
traders said the rupee was
the best performer among
Asian currencies and now
has the support of 81.70. At
the interbank foreign ex-
change market, the local
unit opened at 82.20 and
touched an intra-day high
of 81.72 and a low of 82.26
against the greenback.

It finally ended at 81.78
(provisional), registering a
rise of 57 paise over its pre-
vious close. On Monday,
the rupee settled at 82.35
against the US dollar. The
dollar index, which gauges
the greenback's strength
against a basket of six cur-
rencies, advanced 0.12 per
cent to 103.12. The rupee

became the best performer
among the Asian curren-
cies following stop order
triggers and inflows from
bond selling, said Dilip
Parmar, Research Analyst,
HDFC Securities. "The
local unit witnessed the
biggest single-day gains
after November 11 and
broke the psychological
level of 82 as the traders
rushed to cover the posi-
tions," Parmar said.

Rupee gains 57 paise to close
at 81.78 against US dollar

New Delhi, Jan 10: 
HDFC Bank and India Overseas
Bank (IOB) on Monday hiked
their marginal cost of funds-
based lending rate (MCLR) by up
to 25 basis points, making loans
linked to the benchmark expen-
sive. The new rates of HDFC will
be effective from January 7,
while that of IOB from January
10. According to the HDFC Bank
website, the overnight MCLR is
now 8.50 per cent from earlier
8.30 per cent, an increase of 20
basis points, while the MCLR for
one month is 8.55 per cent up
from 8.30 per cent, a rise of 25
basis points.
The country's largest private
sector lender said that bench-
mark one-year MCLR is up by 25
basis points to 8.85 per cent
from 8.60 per cent. The two-year
MCLR will be 8.95 per cent com-
pared to 8.70 per cent, and the
three-year MCLR will be 9.05 per
cent from 8.80 per cent, up 25
basis points. 

HDFC, IOB hike
lending rate by up
to 25 basis points

New Delhi, Jan 10: 

Realme, India's fastest-
growing smartphone
brand, announced its new
smartphone in the realme
10 series, the realme 10.
With upgraded technology,
cutting-edge features, and
performance that can't be
beaten, realme continues to
deliver uncompromisable
interactions to smartphone
users in this new year.

Commenting on the occa-
sion of the launch, Mr.
Madhav Sheth, CEO
realme India, VP, realme,
and President, realme
International Business
Group said, “Continuing
with our commitment to
empowering the youth
through cutting-edge tech-
nologies at affordable price
points, we have introduced

the realme 10 which brings
the segment's slimmest de-
sign, powerful MediaTek
Helio G99 Processor that
delivers excellent perform-
ance, best-in-class features.
With our 'Epic

Performance New Vision'
approach, realme 10 re-
flects our commitment to
empower the youth with
more choices to fulfill their
modern-day aspirations.
We can't wait for users to
get their hands on realme
10 and more such products
coming this year.”

realme 10, a segment-
leading smartphone, is
powered by MediaTek’s
Helio G99 processor which
provides a 40% increase in
the total performance, al-
lowing the smoother appli-
cation, faster launch, high-
er frame rate, and better
gaming experience. realme
10 features a first-in-the-
segment 33W SUPER-
VOOC Charging solution,
which can charge the
smartphone up to 50% in
just 28 mins.

Realme introduces new additions
to its number series Realme 10

New Delhi, Jan 10: 

Tata Motors, India’s
largest commercial vehi-
cle manufacturer, today
marked a significant
leap forward in offering
sustainable mobility so-
lutions for intra-city
cargo transport by com-
mencing deliveries of
the all-new Ace
EV,India’s most ad-
vanced, zero-emission,
four-wheel small com-
mercial vehicle.The first
fleet of the revolution-
ary Ace EV was deliv-
ered to leading e-com-
merce, FMCG and couri-
er companies, and their
logistics service
providers : Amazon,
Delhivery, DHL(Express
& Supply Chain), FedEx,
Flipkart, Johnson &
Johnson Consumer
Health, MoEVing,
Safexpress and Trent

Limited. The new Ace
EV, unveiled in May 2022
and co-developed in rich
collaboration with its
users, has successfully
completed stringent
real-world market trials.
Supported by a diligent-
ly curated ecosystem,
the Ace EVcomes with a
holistic solution for has-
sle free e-cargo mobility
and 5-year comprehen-
sive maintenance pack-
age. Its robust perform-
ance with 100% uptime
received an overwhelm-
ing response from cus-

tomers.
Flagging the first fleet

of Ace EVs, Mr.Girish
Wagh, Executive
Director, Tata Motors,
said,“The introduction
of the Ace EVs on Indian
roads marks a big step
forward in the journey
towards zero-emission
cargo mobility.The holis-
tic solution co-created
with our partners effec-
tively caters to a variety
of intra-city distribution
needsand delivers a su-
perior value proposition
to all stakeholders.”

Tata Motors commences deliveries
of the Ace EV tostart a new era in

last-mile deliveriesMumbai, Jan 10: 

Skoda Auto India, after having
its Biggest Year in 2022, made
its intent for 2023 apparent
with an agenda of Accelerating
Growth. The company has
already more than doubled its
annual sales in 2022 over 2021.
With sales of 53,721 units in
2022, 
Skoda Auto India has recorded
a year-on-year growth of 125%
over the previous year.  For
2023, the car manufacturer
plans a slew of product actions,
network expansion plans and
projected Accelerating Growth
as its agenda, where 
Skoda Auto India will achieve
double digit growth. The com-
pany will also expand its net-
work spread across India and
enter new cities across India. 
Petr Solc, Brand Director,
Skoda Auto India, “We are
extremely happy to cross the
50,000 sales landmark for the
first time in India, with 53,721
cars sold in 2022. We have
more than doubled our sales
volumes over 2021, and our

regional and national presence
is growing, too, making 2022
truly the Biggest Year for us on
all fronts. For 2023, we shall
build our path toward
Accelerating Growth with more
product actions, ensure that
our India 2.0 products are well
established, steadily grow our
network reach, continue with
our laser-sharp focus on cus-
tomer satisfaction and deepen
our strategic focus on widening
the portfolio with both ICE and
EV.” 
A couple of months earlier, the
Skoda Kushaq SUV, the compa-
ny’s first product under the
India 2.0 strategy earned a full
5-star safety rating in the latest
Global New Car Assessment
Programme (GNCAP) crash test
making it the safest car in India
with a full 5-stars for both adult
and child occupants. Into 2023,
the Kushaq continues leading
the charts when it comes to
safety.  The Slavia sedan, the
second Skoda Auto product
under India 2.0 has also directly
spurred the premium mid-size
sedan category in the country. 

Skoda Auto India looks to 
accelerate growth through 2023

Mumbai, Jan 10:  

Equity benchmarks
Sensex and Nifty ended 1
per cent lower on Tuesday,
dragged down by Reliance
Industries and banking
stocks along with a weak
trend in European mar-
kets. Unabated foreign
fund outflows also nega-
tively impacted the domes-
tic equity market.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
tanked 631.83 points or 1.04
per cent to settle at
60,115.48. During the day, it
tumbled 808.93 points or
1.33 per cent to 59,938.38.
The broader NSE Nifty de-
clined 187.05 points or 1.03
per cent to end at 17,914.15.
From the Sensex pack,
Bharti Airtel, State Bank of
India, HDFC Bank,
UltraTech Cement, Bajaj
Finance, HDFC, NTPC,
ITC, Reliance Industries,
Tech Mahindra, ICICI
Bank and Tata
Consultancy Services were
the major laggards. Tata
Motors, Power Grid, Tata

Steel, Hindustan Unilever,
IndusInd Bank and
Mahindra & Mahindra
were among the winners
from the 30-share pack.
India's largest IT services
company TCS dipped 1.05
per cent even after report-
ing an 11 per cent rise in
December quarter net prof-
it to Rs 10,846 crore.
Elsewhere in Asia, equity
markets in Seoul and
Tokyo ended in the green,
while Shanghai and Hong
Kong settled lower. Equity
exchanges in Europe were
trading lower in mid-ses-
sion deals. Markets in the
US had ended on a mixed
note on Monday.

Sensex, Nifty end 1 pc lower



Rakul Preet Singh asserts
the importance of talking

about sexual health
Actress Rakul Preet Singh, who is gearing up for her up-

coming romantic comedy film 'Chhatriwali', feels that
just like mental and physical health, it is important to

have conversations around sexual health and wellness too.
The film, which will be released on OTT, sheds light on the

importance of sex education and how it can shape the fu-
ture generations with regard to empathy and awareness.

Elaborating her thoughts, the actress said: "For me it's
not about the subject being bold, I think the entire con-

versation is that it is not bold it is as normal as it can
be and I am a believer that if we talk about key

health, mental health, emotional health then why
not sexual health. You know It's not an option, it

is compulsory."
"I truly believe this is the only thing we

don't have an option for in life so why
should education related to it be an op-

tion. I think it's very important and it's
a need of the hour."

Sharing what she felt after
reading the script, the actress fur-

ther mentioned: "When I read
the script, I connected with it so
much that I felt...you know
sometimes, you have certain be-

liefs but it comes to you in the
form of the script it just re-intrigues
the fact that yes I think I should do
something which will help people,
obviously, entertainment being on
the forefront."

"I connected with it so much
that nobody has ever spoken
about the effects of it on
women's health like talking
about abortion, miscarriages
but can anyone of us tell how

many abortions can a
woman's body take and

what are the ill effects
and how does it trau-

matise women you
know men-

t a l l y ,
e m o -
tional-

ly, physi-
cally and these

are the conversations we need to have for
a society to hope and to move forward,"
she added.

'Chhatriwali' is set to release on
January 20, on OTT platform ZEE5.

ACROSS
1. Spigots
5. Advertising emblem
9. Heart artery
14. Double-reed instrument
15. Modern Persia
16. Scoff
17. Endurable
19. ____ of humor
20. Dodger
21. Florida city

23. Actress ____ Streep
24. Yankee ____ Gehrig
25. Knitting string
29. ____ Newton-John
34. Appendages
38. Caviar base
39. Accent
40. Bound
41. Turn
43. Yachting
44. Deli sausage
46. Perjure oneself

47. Stair section
48. Musical dramas
49. Nimble
51. Create lace
53. Decree
58. Easy chair
63. Moneymaker
64. Comic Tim ____
65. Texas river (2 wds.)
67. License ____
68. All-male party
69. Pod vegetables
70. Keyed up
71. Has supper
72. Goofs

DOWN
1. Carved pole
2. Over
3. Arctic
4. Shabby
5. Fibber
6. Sphere
7. Guys' dates
8. Basketball's Shaquille ____
9. Attack
10. Individuals
11. Nevada resort
12. Quiz
13. ____ code
18. Bank (on)
22. Hen's mate
26. Craftsperson
27. Line
28. Armstrong and Diamond
30. Levin and Gershwin

31. Suit part
32. Words of understanding (2 wds.)
33. Right away (abbr.)
34. Moreover
35. Gather crops
36. Masculine
37. Mast
42. Drink daintily
45. Afternoon performance
50. 365 days
52. Concise
54. Curtain
55. Not outer
56. Closet wood
57. Lock of hair
58. Engrossed
59. She, in Lyon
60. Tribe
61. Allows
62. Pinup ____ Hayworth
63. Hen products
66. Cereal grain
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Sonu Sood feels ‘humbled’
as Army calls him ‘real hero’
Bollywood actor and

humanitarian Sonu
Sood said that he is

humbled by the appreciation
he received from the Indian
Army. Sonu took to
Instagram where he shared
a slew of pictures of jawans
in snow-capped mountains
with "Real Hero Sonu Sood"
written by hand in snow.
Overwhelmed with love,
Sonu captioned the image:
"Somewhere in Himalayas."

"These pictures made my
day. Humbled. My
InspirationaIndian Army
#indianarmy #himalaya."
Sonu is known for helping
those in need. From helping
migrant workers during the
Covid wave to medical
arrangements amid the dev-
astating pandemic, his work
did not get unnoticed.

In September 2020, Sood
was chosen for the 'SDG
Special Humanitarian

Action Award' by the United
Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) for his
humanitarian works during
the pandemic. On the
Bollywood front, Sonu will

next be seen in 'Fateh', which
is inspired by real-life inci-
dents and will feature high-
octane action sequences.
The action-thriller is helmed
by Abhinandan Gupta, who

earlier worked as an assis-
tant director on films such
as 'Bajirao Mastani' and
'Shamshera'. After 'Fateh', he
will begin work on another
movie 'Kisaan'.

Bollywood actor Anil
Kapoor will be seen
essaying the role of a

powerful philanthropist in
the upcoming streaming
show 'The Night Manager'.
The show is a high-octane
thriller wrapped in lavish
drama and picturesque
sights, and also stars Aditya
Roy Kapur, Sobhita
Dhulipala, Tillotama
Shome, Saswata Chatterjee
and Ravi Behl.

Talking about how he
came to be associated with
the project, Anil said: "I have
always loved working on dif-
ferentiated content and
characters. The first time I
read the script, I just fell in
love with the character of
Shelly Rungta."

"Shelly is a powerful man,
a philanthropist and a per-
fect balance of wit and evil
with imperceptible menace
just like the the show - a per-
fect blend of entertainment
and great story-telling. I
thoroughly enjoyed working

with some of the finest from
the industry." 'The Night
Manager' has been created
and directed by Sandeep
Modi and co-directed by
Priyanka Ghosh. Anil's co-
actor, Aditya Roy Kapur,

who plays the titular role in
the show, said in a state-
ment: "I have always wanted
to perform a multi-layered
character in a series with a
complex narrative arc, and
when the platform ap-
proached me to play the title
role in 'The Night Manager',
I knew this was just the one
I'd been looking for." He fur-
ther mentioned: "My char-
acter Shaan is the kind of
person who can effortlessly
make people believe what-
ever he wants them to, and
that perfectly mirrors what
we as actors strive to
achieve with our craft. I'm
glad that the Disney+
Hotstar team and Sandeep
Modi gave me this opportu-
nity to play such an exciting
character and I can't wait to
bring him to audiences in
India and around the
world!" The series, pro-
duced by The Ink Factory
and Banijay Asia and will
release soon on Disney+
Hotstar.

Anil Kapoor will be a powerful 
philanthropist in ‘The Night Manager’

Bollywood actress
Nushrratt Bharuccha,

who is busy with the shoot
of the sequel to her 2021 hit
horror flick 'Chhorri', got
injured while performing an
action sequence in the film.
The actress got a cut on her
face while shooting for her
part. Her 'Pyaar Ka
Punchnama 2' co-actress,
Ishita Raj, who is also her
good friend, took to her
social media and a hilarious
video in which Nushrratt can
be seen receiving the stitch-
es. Nushrratt reposted the

same on her Instagram. In
the video, Nushrratt can be
seen lying in the doctor's
clinic and is getting her cut
stitched. Now as much as
Nushrratt is in pain, her
friend's light-footed
approach makes her laugh.
Meanwhile on the work
front, she is currently shoot-
ing for 'Chhorii 2'. Other
than 'Chhorri 2', she has an
interesting lineup of films
like 'Selfiee' alongside
Akshay Kumar and Emraan
Hashmi. She also has 'Akelli'
in the pipeline.

Nushrratt Bharuccha gets injured during
‘Chhorri 2’ filming, receives stitches

Blingy! Fashionable!
Stylish! These
three are all that

millennials and Gen Zs
are looking for when it
comes to clothes or acces-
sories. Hopping on the
trend bandwagon are
Aaditya Fatehpuriya and
Raghav Goyal’s company
Zillionaire – Jewellery for
the new age. Coming from
Jaipur, the two 19-year-old
boys reflect individualis-
tic expression along with
decadent exclusivity with
each piece of jewellery
they create.

Entering with much
swag and truly represent-
ing their company at face
value to Shark Tank India
2, the two boys left an
everlasting impression on
the sharks. By reaching

great heights in a short
span to sharing their vi-
sion behind creating the
ice age jewellery, the boys
had a holistic approach
towards their business

which presented the per-
fect bait for the Sharks.
With a projection of 2
crores in sales this year,
will these young entrepre-
neurs be able to rope in

the sharks with their
business model? Don’t
forget to catch them on
the show!

From trying the new
age jewellery to joining
the pitchers for their
smashing entry, the panel
of sharks were - Vineeta
Singh (Co-Founder and
CEO of SUGAR
Cosmetics), Peyush
Bansal (Founder & CEO
of Lenskart.com),
Anupam Mittal (Founder
and CEO of Shaadi.com –
People Group) and
Namita Thapar
(Executive Director of
E m c u r e
Pharmaceuticals).

Catch Shark Tank India
2 at 10:00 pm Mon-Fri only
on Sony Entertainment
Television and Sony LIV.

Shark Tank India 2 witnesses a brand by the
millennials for the millennials – Zillionaire

&TV's Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan never
fails to entertain its

audience with humorous
and entertaining tracks.
Every time we see the
characters land them-
selves in amusing situa-
tions, it makes for a
hearty laugh from the au-
dience. The next we will
see is Dabbang Dulhaniya
Rajesh (Kamna Pathak)
will turn into Icchadhari
Naagin and take the view-
ers for an entertaining
ride. In the track, Happu
(Yogesh Tripathi) acci-
dentally eats Naagin's
eggs as an omelette, and
for revenge, Naagin starts
haunting Happu. To save
him, Rajesh disguises her-
self as Naagin.

Kamna Pathak, essay-
ing Rajesh Singh, says,
“In every episode, there’s
always something excit-
ing and entertaining for

the audience. And now, we
have this Naagin track,
which will surely leave
the audience in splits. I
thoroughly enjoyed shoot-

ing for this track. Naagin
is one character I have al-
ways wanted to play on-
screen. It looks glam and
quite appealing. And not
to forget the naagin
dance! (laughs). Talking
about the process of get-
ting into her Naagin
avatar Kamna adds,
“Frankly, the day we were
supposed to shoot as
Icchadhari Naagin, I was
excited. When they first
informed me that I would
be donning a Naagin look
for the second time in the
show, I excitedly asked
them, "Will I get to do a
Naagin dance?" and they
reverted, saying this
Naagin will also have a
fight sequence (laughs).
Icchadhari Naagin is one
such character in
Bollywood and television
that every actress would
like to play someday, and I
am no different.

Kamna Pathak as Naagin
in ‘Happu Ki Ultan Paltan’

Star Bharat is all set to en-
thrall its audi-

ence with an amus-
ing show  ‘Meri
Saas Bhoot Hai’ ,
will premiere on
23rd January 2023
.The new show will
be produced under
the banner of Film
Farm Productions.
Vishal Chaudary
has been locked to
play a pivotal role in
the upcoming serial ‘Meri
Saas Bhoot Hai’. He has ap-
peared in many popular Tv
series and his last show was
also with Star Bharat and
now he will be seen in the

new show playing the char-
acter’ Rahul'.
Talking about his
new show with
Star Bharat  again
vishal sheds some
light on his charac-
ter in the show
‘Mere Saas Bhoot
Hai’. He says, “ I
am very excited
and find myself
fortunate to be as-

sociated  on Star
Bharat’s new serial ‘Meri
Saas Bhoot Hai’ where I will
portraying  the character
Rahul Awasthi. Well brief-
ing about the character that
I play Rahul Awasthi.

Actress Raashii Khanna is all
geared up for her first pan-India

release this year with Raj and DK's
'Farzi'. She said that her character is
a "woman of substance" and a "proof
of ardent feminism" the makers
practice. 'Farzi' will be followed by
her big Dharma Productions' debut
'Yodha'. Revealing the first look of
Raashii from Farzi, the makers intro-
duce 'the woman in the man's world'
of this original story of copying.
Beaming with confidence, class and
power, Raashii Khanna exudes head-
strong, boss lady vibes in the poster,
stirring the excitement for her char-
acter. Talking about the poster of
Farzi, Raashii Khanna shared: "Farzi
has been our labour of love and one
of my most special roles in life.

Raashii Khanna’s character in
‘Farzi’ is ‘a woman of substance’

Vishal Chaudary to associate with
‘Meri Saas Bhoot Hai’ as ‘Rahul’
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Dubai, Jan 10 (PTI):

Harry Brook on
Tuesday bagged his maid-
en ICC Men's Player of the
Month crown after a blis-
tering run of scores which
helped England claim a
historic World Test
Championship (WTC) se-
ries victory in Pakistan.

Australia's Ashleigh
Gardner secured the ICC
Women's Player of the
Month award as her con-
tributions with bat and
ball guided her side to T20I
series victory in India, and
led her to the summit of
the Player Rankings for
all-rounders.

Both scoop their awards
following a global vote con-
ducted among media rep-
resentatives, ICC Hall of
Famers, former interna-
tional players, and fans
registered at icc-
cricket.com.

Brook was largely un-
stoppable during
England's triumphant Test

return to Pakistan, scor-
ing centuries in each
match as the tourists
sealed a 3-0 victory.

Despite having only
played a solitary Test

match before arriving in
Pakistan, Brook lit up the
series with his aggressive
strokeplay and firepower,
seamlessly integrating
into England's pioneering

style of play in the longer
format. He started the se-
ries in Rawalpindi in em-
phatic fashion, hitting 19
fours and five sixes on his
way to a blistering 153 in
the first innings, before
another quickfire 87 in the
second innings ensured
Pakistan fell short on a
dramatic final day. This set
the tone for his breakout
month, and he followed up
with two further impres-
sive centuries 108 in
Multan and 111 in
Karachi. Australia's tal-
ented all-rounder Gardner
celebrates her maiden
Player of the Month crown
to cap a landmark month.

Gardner's impressive
2022 ended with a flourish
in December as she regis-
tered a total of 115 runs at
an impressive strike rate
of 166.66, taking seven
wickets along the way at
an average of 18.28 in the
hard fought T20I series
victory against rivals
India.

Brook, Gardner named
ICC Players of the Month

Harry Brook, Ashleigh Gardner

New Delhi, Jan 10 (PTI):

A former scorer, an ex-
software engineer and a
player, whose career was
cut short by injury, script-
ed history on Tuesday as
Vrinda Rathi, Janani
Narayanan and Gayathri
Venugopalan became the
first female trio to officiate
in the prestigious Ranji
Trophy.

Venugopal is officiating
in the second round match
between Jharkhand and
Chhattisgarh in
Jamshedpur while
Narayanan and Rathi are
umpiring in the Railways
versus Tripura game in
Surat and Goa versus
Pondicherry clash at
Porvorim respectively.

Hailing from various
backgrounds, the trio, al-
ready well-respected on
the women's circuit, be-
came pioneers courtesy
BCCI's decision to draft
women umpires on the
men's domestic circuit.

The 36-year-old
Narayanan loved cricket

and everything related to
it. She wanted to be on the
field and even approached
Tamil Nadu Cricket
Association (TNCA) a cou-
ple of times to become an
umpire. A few years after
the the state body changed
its rule to allow women to
officiate, she cleared the
BCCI's Level 2 umpiring
exam in 2018 and had to
think little before quitting
her cushy IT job to pursue
umpiring. She has also of-

ficiated in the Tamil Nadu
Premier League in 2021.

The 32-year-old Rathi,
on the other hand, has
risen from the maidans of
Mumbai. She used to score
local matches before clear-
ing the BCCI scorers
exam. She was the official
BCCI scorer for the 2013
Women's World Cup. Later
on, she moved to umpir-
ing. Narayanan and Rathi
are seasoned umpires and
were also included in

International Cricket
Council's (ICC) panel of
development umpires
back in 2020. Veteran um-
pire coach Denis Burns,
who has worked closely
with Indian umpires and
overseen their rise to the
international level, had
hailed the duo's promotion
to the ICC development
panel. "I think Janani and
Vrinda represent the 'new
wave' of female umpires in
India," he had said.

D e l h i - b a s e d
Venugopalan, 43, dreamt
of becoming a cricketer
but a shoulder injury
quashed her hopes. She
started umpiring in 2019
after clearing the BCCI
exam. She has already
served as a reserve
(fourth) umpire in Ranji
Trophy. The BCCI still has
a lot of catching up to do
with female umpires al-
ready officiating in men's
cricket in Australia and
England. Out of 150 regis-
tered umpires with the
BCCI, only three are
women.

Women umpires Rathi, Narayanan and
Venugopalan make Ranji Trophy debut

Melborune, Jan 10 (PTI):

Leg-spinner Georgia
Wareham was the surprise
inclusion in Australia's
squad for the Women's World
Cup in South Africa next
month.

Wareham has not played a
T20 match since rupturing
her ACL in October 2021.
Australia are the defending
champions for the tourna-
ment beginning in South
Africa on February 10. The
team will also play three
games against Pakistan be-
fore the ICC event. Captain
Meg Lanning will expectedly
lead the side after announc-
ing her comeback following a
six-month break from the
game. There are two changes
to the Australia squad that
featured in the 4-1 series win
in India last month with
Lanning and Wareham re-
placing Phoebe Litchfield
and Nicola Carey. Wareham

is another leggie in the side
alongside Alana King. Alyssa
Healy, who suffered a calf
strain on the India tour, is ex-
pected to regain full fitness in
time for the World Cup. "It's
always tough to narrow a
squad down to just 15 players,
but we're confident we've
picked a well-balanced side
that's well placed for the se-
ries against Pakistan and
ready to challenge for a third
consecutive T20 title,"
National Selector Shawn
Flegler said in a statement.

Adelaide, Jan 10 (AP) 

American Amanda
Anisimova has made the
best of her lucky loser
ticket by beating Russian
Liudmila Samsonova 7-5,
6-3 in the first round of the
Adelaide International to
claim her first win in the
main draw of a WTA tour-
nament since August.

Anisimova reached the
quarterfinals at
Wimbledon last year and
is a former French Open
semifinalist, ranked 29.
But she had to make her
way through qualifying
and a lucky loser second
chance to reach the second
installment of the
Adelaide tournament.

The 21-year-old won
only three games before
losing to fourth-seeded
Veronika Kudermetova in
the first round at Adelaide
last week, meaning she

had to qualify for the main
draw this week.

On Tuesday She took ad-
vantage of Samsonova's
shaky serve who had
seven double faults and
was broken five times in
the match to advance to
the second round in which
she will face Beatriz
Haddad Maia.

Auckland, Jan 10 (AP) 

French qualifier
Gregoire Berrere weath-
ered storms on and off the
court to beat two-time
champion John Isner 6-7
(3), 7-6 (5), 6-3 in the first
round of the ASB Classic
in New Zealand.

Matches were moved in-
doors Tuesday as tropical
Cyclone Hale battered
Auckland with gale-force
winds and rain. The move
suited Berrere who con-
siders indoor hardcourts
his best surface. The tour-
nament is a warm-up
event for the Australian
Open, which starts next
week.

Berrere also had to en-
dure the American's pow-
erful serves. Isner had 28
aces but Berrere was pa-

tient and prevailed.
Isner is 12 aces away

from becoming the first
player to serve 14,000 aces
in ATP Tour and Grand
Slam events.

The win was Berrere's
first in 23 attempts against
a top-50 opponent. Isner
currently is ranked 37, off
his career high of No. 8 in
2016.

"I'm feeling good, actual-
ly I'm feeling great,"
Berrere said. "I trained a
lot last week because I lost
in the first round of my
last tournament so I tried
to prepare for this tourna-
ment. "I have a good feel-
ing here and I think I
played very well. This
morning when I knew we
were going indoors I was
quite happy because I
knew it was my best court

so even playing against
Isner who I knew served
very well." Berrere knew
the challenge of playing
Isner and prepared him-
self for it, concentrating
on his return of serve. He
came up with the crucial

point of the match when
he struck a cross-court
winner from Isner's sec-
ond serve for 5-3 in the de-
ciding set. Berrere then
comfortably held serve to
take the match in just over
two hours.

"I think I did a pretty
good match, even though I
broke only once in the
third set," Berrere said. "It
can be very frustrating (to
play against the big-serv-
ing Isner). But it's his
game, I have my game and
I have to accept it and
focus on me, on my serve
game. Berrere faces com-
patriot Constant
Lestienne in the second
round.

American Chris
Eubanks, also a qualifier,
beat defending champion
Ugo Umbert 7-6 (5), 7-6 (3).

Amanda Anisimova wins
1st round in Adelaide

Gregoire Berrere ousts John Isner
in first round in Auckland

Wareham surprise inclusion in
Australia’s T20 World Cup squad

Kuala Lumpur, Jan 10 (PTI):

Ace Indian shuttlers
Saina Nehwal and
Kidambi Srikanth's woeful
run continued as they suf-
fered first round exits
from the season-opening
Malaysia Open here on
Tuesday.

T w o - t i m e
Commonwealth Games
champion Saina, who en-
dured a tough 2022, bat-
tling multiple injuries and
a lack of form, went down
12-21 21-17 12-21 to Han Yue
of China in the USD
1,250,000 Super 1000 tour-
nament. Having lost the
first game, Saina, who has
slipped to world number
30, fought back to force a
decider in a women's sin-
gles first round match.

However, the 2012
Olympic bronze medallist

fell behind as Han built a
sizable lead to take the fix-
ture comfortably.

Former world number
one Srikanth's surrender
was tamer. The world
championship silver
medallist, who has also
been struggling for form
recently, was stunned by
the unseeded Kenta

Nishimoto of Japan 19-21
14-21 in 42minutes.

Srikanth, ranked 13th,
fought hard in the opening
game, but Nishimoto man-
aged to take the lead.

The two shuttlers were
tied at 12-12 in the second
game but the Japnese ran
away with the contest
from there.

Saina, Srikanth make first round
exits from Malaysia Open

New Delhi, Jan 10 (PTI):

Former pacer
Venkatesh Prasad has crit-
icised the exclusion of
Ishan Kishan from India's
playing eleven for the first
ODI against Sri Lanka,
saying "there is no way
you drop a player for scor-
ing a double hundred".

Ahead of the first ODI
against Sri Lanka on
Tuesday, India skipper
Rohit Sharma made it
clear that he will open
alongside Shubman Gill
and not Kishan, who
scored a double hundred
in his last innings in the
50-over format.

"Think fair would have
been to give chance to a
man who scored a double
hundred in India's last
ODI, and in a series where

India lost two games and
the series. "Have all the
time in the world for Gill,
but no way you drop a
player for scoring a double
ton," Prasad said in a se-
ries of tweets. Playing
only his 10th ODI, Kishan
had scored the fastest dou-
ble hundred in ODI cricket
history last month against
Bangladesh.

X factor is dropped and 
mediocrity is retained: Prasad

on India’s selection calls

Oxford, Jan 10 (AP):

Arsenal set up a fourth-
round match with English
Premier League title rival
Manchester City in the FA
Cup by beating third-tier
Oxford United 3-0.

Eddie Nketiah scored
twice after Mohamed
Elneny's opener, with all of
the league leader's goals
coming in the space of 13
second-half minutes at an
atmospheric Kassam
Stadium.

Arsenal will head to
Etihad Stadium on the
weekend of Jan. 28-29 for
the match against City in
the last 32 of the famous
old competition. It will be

the first of three games in
a three-month span be-
tween the top two clubs in
the country this season,
with league meetings
scheduled for February

and April. City, the defend-
ing league champion, is in
second place and trails
Arsenal by five points ap-
proaching the halfway
point of the season.

Arsenal beats Oxford 3-0, sets up
FA Cup match with Man City

Los Angeles, Jan 10 (AP):

Gareth Bale is retiring from
soccer at age 33 after setting
a Wales record with 41 inter-
national goals.
Bale's last match was a 3-0
loss to England at the World
Cup on Nov. 29, his 111th
international appearance.
"My decision to retire from
international football has been
by far the hardest of my
career," Bale said in a state-
ment Monday.
"My journey on the interna-
tional stage is one that has
changed not only my life but
who I am. The fortune of being
Welsh and being selected to
play for and captain Wales,
has given me something
incomparable to anything else

I've experienced. I am honored
and humbled to have been
able to play a part in the histo-
ry of this incredible country, to
have felt the support and pas-
sion of the red wall, and
together have been to unex-
pected and amazing places."

Gareth Bale retires from soccer
after setting Wales mark

Guwahati, Jan 10 (PTI): 

Batting maestro Virat
Kohli scored his 73rd in-
ternational hundred as
India scored 373 for seven

in the first ODI against
Sri Lanka here on
Tuesday. Kohli made 113
off 87 balls to help India
set the visitors an im-
probable target in the se-

ries-opener after Sri
Lanka put the hosts in.
Skipper Rohit Sharma
slammed 83 off 67 balls
while Shubman Gill
made a 60-ball 70.

India’s Virat Kohli celebrates after scoring a century.

India score 373/7 against
Sri Lanka in first ODI



JJoosshhiimmaatthh  ((UU’’kkhhaanndd)),,  JJaann  1100  ((PPTTII))::
As the Uttarakhand govern-
ment on Tuesday prepared to
demolish two hotels badly
affected by land subsidence in
Joshimath, the hotel owners
opposed the “abrupt” move,
saying they had no prior infor-
mation about it. 

The state government, had
on Monday, decided to
mechanically demolish ‘Mount
View’ and ‘Malari Inn’ hotels
that developed huge cracks
recently and were leaning
towards each other, posing a
risk to the nearby settle-
ments. Ranjit Sinha,
Secretary, Disaster
Management told reporters
that the Central Building
Research Institute, Roorkee
has been roped in for the
demolition exercise. The dev-
astated hotel owners said
they came to know about the
development through news-
papers and demanded that a
one-time settlement plan
should have been offered to
them before the decision was
made. “I came to know about

it through newspapers this
morning. There was no prior
notice. If the government
demarcated my hotel as
unsafe, it should have first
come up with a one-time settle-
ment plan before deciding to
demolish it,” Thakur Singh,
who owns Malari Inn, said.
“The SDM told me to be here as
he was reaching here by 9 am. I
have built this hotel with my
sweat and blood. 
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Police personnel deployed during an eviction drive to clear 450 hectares of forest land from ‘illegal settlers’ in
Lakhimpur district, Tuesday.

EVICTION DRIVE

School children hold letters of Hindi alphabets during a programme to celebrate World Hindi Day at a school in
Moradabad, Tuesday.

WORLD HINDI DAY
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Chandigarh/Amritsar
Jan 10 (PTI): Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi on
Tuesday offered prayers at
the Golden Temple in
Amritsar, a day ahead of
the start of the Punjab leg
of the Bharat Jodo Yatra.

He landed at the
Amritsar airport Tuesday
afternoon after concluding
the Haryana leg of the
march in Ambala district.

Sporting a turban,
Gandhi paid obeisance at
the sanctum sanctorum of
the Golden Temple.

Gandhi was accompa-
nied by Punjab Congress
chief Amrinder Singh
Raja Warring, Leader of
Opposition Partap Singh
Bajwa, local MP Gurjit
Singh Aujla and other
party leaders.

Several Punjab
Congress leaders till
Tuesday morning were
not aware of Gandhi’s
visit to Amritsar.

Congress General
Secretary in-charge
Communications, Jairam

Ramesh had told reporters
earlier in the day in
Ambala that Gandhi will
be going to the Golden
Temple.

After his Amritsar visit,
Gandhi will return to
Sirhind in Fatehgarh
Sahib in Punjab Tuesday
evening.

Earlier in the morning,
Gandhi resumed the foot
march from Shahpur in
Ambala Cantt during
which he was also joined
by party leader Raj
Babbar.

The Yatra had entered
Haryana’s Panipat from
neighbouring Uttar
Pradesh on Thursday last

and later it also passed
through Karnal and
Kurukshetra districts be-
fore concluding in Ambala
district.

Prior to that, in the first
phase in Haryana, the
Yatra had passed through
Nuh, Gurugram and
Faridabad districts from
December 21 to 23.

Ramesh said the Yatra
covered 255 km in
Haryana during eight days
crossing seven districts.

“In the afternoon today,
there will not be Bharat
Jodo Yatra. We will go to
Punjab now and halt for
the night in Sirhind. In the
morning, flag transfer will

happen from Haryana
PCC to Punjab PCC.From
Wednesday morning, we
will begin the Punjab leg
of the Yatra,” he said.

The Yatra on
Wednesday will pass
through Mandi
Gobindgarh and halt for
the night at Khanna.

He said the Yatra daily
covers 25 km in two phas-
es. However, on January 12
during the Punjab leg, the
distance will be covered in
a single stretch beginning
morning after which the
Yatra will take a break for
that day in the afternoon
and for the entire day on
January 13 in view of
Lohri festival.

During the Haryana leg
of the Yatra, Gandhi was
among others accompa-
nied by senior Congress
leaders Bhupinder Singh
Hooda, Kumari Selja,
Randeep Singh Surjewala,
Deepender Singh Hooda,
K C Venugopal and State
Congress chief Udai Bhan.

A large number of lo-
cals joined the march as it
passed through Haryana.

Replying to a question,
Ramesh, without taking
any names, charged that
hatred is being spread in
the country in the name of
language, region, caste
and religion.

Rahul offers prayers 
at Golden Temple

Congress

leader Rahul

Gandhi 

arrives to

offer prayers

at Golden 

temple, 

during the

party’s

‘Bharat Jodo

Yatra’, in

Amritsar,

Tuesday.

 Ahead 
of Punjab 
leg of Bharat
Jodo Yatra

BBeerrhhaammppuurr  ((OOddiisshhaa)),,  JJaann  1100  ((PPTTII))::
The population of muggers, an
endangered crocodile species,
has increased in Ghodahada
irrigation reservoir and its
adjoining water bodies near
Digapahandi area in Odisha’s
Ganjam district much to the
delight of wildlife enthusiasts.
The number of muggers is now
81, up by 16 in the last four
years, forest officials said here.
While 64 muggers were found
in around five sq km reservoirs,
another 17 were in ten nearby

water bodies, according to the
census conducted through
direct sight method,
Berhampur divisional forest
officer Amlan Nayak. Mugger is
one of the three crocodile
species found in the state. The
other crocodile species are
gharial and salt water or estu-
arine crocodile. Ghodahada
reservoir is considered as one
of the potential habitats for
muggers in the state. Around
60 forest personnel were
engaged in the annual mugger

census, which was for the first
time conducted round the
clock, he said. Last year the
number of muggers in the area
was 76 - 58 in Ghodahada reser-
voir and 18 in the ponds. The
population of the mugger in the
area was enumerated at 72 and
65 in the water bodies in the
area in 2021 and 2020 respec-
tively, officials said.
Improvement of the habitats in
water bodies and protection
provided by local people was
stated to be the main cause for

the increase in the last three
years, Nayak said. Fishermen of
the area consider sighting of a
mugger as a harbinger of good
times for them and they do not
inflict any harm to them. The
forest officials are creating
awareness among locals for co-
existence of men and animals,
an official said. Ghodahada
reservoir is an eco tourism des-
tination at Digapahandi block
of Ganjam district, about 50
kms from here, and was
declared a crocodile sanctuary.

Mugger numbers increase in Odisha

Srinagar, Jan 10 (PTI): 

National Conference
vice president Omar
Abdullah on Tuesday said
election is the right of the
people but Kashmiris will
not beg before the Centre
to hold polls in Jammu
and Kashmir.

“If elections are not
held this year, so be it! We
are not beggars. I have
said it time and again,
Kashmiris are not beg-
gars. Election is our right
but we will not beg before
them for this right. They
want to restore the elec-
tions to us, good. But if
they don’t want to do it, so
be it,” Omar told re-
porters in Anantnag dis-
trict.

Asked about the evic-
tion of people from prop-
erties and state lands,
Omar claimed it was one
of the reasons why elec-
tions were not being held
in Jammu and Kashmir.

“That’s why they are
not holding elections.
They want to ‘harass’ the

people. Instead of apply-
ing balm to the wounds of
people, they seem to have
a penchant to aggravate
the hurt,” he said.

The former chief min-
ister said the BJP govern-
ment knows that an elect-
ed government will try to
heal the wounds of the
people while they only al-
legedly rub salt and chilli
into them.

Asked about the gov-
ernment’s decision to
arm the village defence

guards following the
Rajouri attack, Omar said
this was an admission by
the government that its
claims to the nation at the
time of abrogation of
Article 370 in 2019 had
fallen flat.

“On 5 August 2019, the
nation was told that the
gun in Kashmir is be-
cause of Article 370 and
with repealing of Article
370, the gun culture will
start to subside. However,
as is clear, that is not the
case on ground. The kind
of attack we saw in
Rajouri and the situation
in Kashmir, the numbers
of security forces person-
nel are being increased
all this points to the fact
that the situation is not
under control. The gov-
ernment is now com-
pelled to take these
steps,” he added.

Seven persons were
killed and 14 others in-
jured in the terrorist at-
tack on January 1 in
Rajouri district’s Dhangri
village.

Elections our right but
won’t beg for it: Omar

Hotel owners oppose
‘abrupt’ demolition move

JOSHIMATH CRISIS

Insist on one-time settlement plan

Lucknow, Jan 10 (PTI): 

The Lucknow
Development Authority
sealed a hotel in the Vishal
Khand area of
Gomtinagar in connection
with the alleged torching
of an Army Major’s car by
a group of men after he ob-
jected to playing loud
music, an official said on
Tuesday. Lucknow
Development Authority
Zonal Officer Arun Kumar
Singh told PTI, “When a
development authority
team went to conduct a
probe, it was found that
commercial activities
were taking place in a resi-
dential area through the
hotel.” Singh added that
the operators could not
provide a map of the hotel.
Some illegal construction
was also done in the hotel.

Hotel Milano and Cafe
was sealed on Tuesday
and a showcause notice
served to the operators,
Singh added. The car of an
Army Major was allegedly
set ablaze by a group of

men after he objected to
playing of loud music at a
hotel in Vishal Khand area
of Gomtinagar on
Monday, police had said
earlier. Five people have
been arrested in the case,
they said, adding that ef-
forts were being made to
trace the sixth accused.

Additional DCP (East)
Ali Abbas on Monday said
a case had been registered
against two staff members
of the hotel and four other
men at Gomtinagar police
station.

Hotel Milano Cafe is lo-
cated near the residence of
Major Abhijit Singh. Late
on Sunday night, the DJ
was being played in a loud
manner. When the Army
officer asked the hotel
staff to stop the music,
they refused and an argu-
ment ensued. Later, the
music was stopped follow-
ing police intervention. In
a complaint submitted to
the police, Singh said he
returned home after the
music was stopped and
went off to sleep.

Lucknow hotel sealed 
in connection with torching

of Army officer’s car
Aurangabad, Jan 10 (PTI):
The famous Ajanta caves
in Maharashtra’s
Aurangabad will soon
have QR codes at the en-
trance to provide informa-
tion to visitors about the
paintings there, a senior
Archaeological Survey of
India official said on
Monday.

The ASI is working to
make the system available
before the city hosts a G20-
related event, the official
said. The ‘first inception
meet’ of Women 20 (W20)
as part of India’s presiden-
cy of G20 will be held in
the city next month. The
Women 20 was set up in
2015 to ensure gender con-
siderations figure in G20
discussions. The paintings
in the fifth-century Ajanta
caves illustrate the Jataka
tales. They are in the dark
area of caves where
human eyes take time to

get acclimatised. To make
tourists learn more about
the paintings they are
going to see, the ASI will
bring them on QR codes,
the official said. “Tourists
get a maximum of ten min-
utes in a cave to see the
paintings. They are ran-
domly painted and not in a
sequence. It takes time for
our eyes to acclimatise to
the poor lighting in the
caves,” ASI’s
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t
Archaeologist Milan
Kumar Chauley told PTI.

The QR codes will be in-
stalled outside the caves
and a temporary internet
connection will also be
made available on the
rocky premises, he said.

“Tourists can scan the
codes and find out the cave
details, paintings in that
cave with illustrations and
the Jataka tales related to
it,” Chauley said.

Ajanta caves 
to have QR codes 

To provide info of paintings to visitors

Theatre fest to
pay tribute to

playwright Mohan
Rakesh

New Delhi, Jan 10 (PTI):
Sahitya Kala Parishad, the
Delhi government’s art
and culture arm, will
showcase four plays here
at Kamani Auditorium
from Tuesday to pay trib-
ute to playwright Mohan
Rakesh.

The ‘Mohan Rakesh
Natya Samaroh’ will see
plays that are chosen
through an all-India
Mohan Rakesh Natya
Lekhan competition.

The theatre festival will
open with “Dhanpati
Nawab Se Prem”, written
by Shri Ram Sharma
‘Kapren’ and directed by
Surender Sharma.

Over the course of next
three days, the theatre-
goers will get to see Dr
Pratibha Jain’s
“ M a h a s h a r m a n
Chandragupta Maurya”,
which is directed by
Bharti Sharma; Dayanand
Sharma’s “Ishq
Samandar”, directed by
Ayaz Khan; and Rajesh
Kumar’s “Nishabd”, di-
rected by Lokendra
Trivedi.



Injured 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Five people,
including a three-year-old
boy, were injured on
Tuesday after a cluster bus
rammed into a taxi and hit
pavement dwellers on
Rohtak road in central
Delhi, police said. The
injured were identified as
Kala Devi (70), Sunita (35),
Aarti (30) and Aryan (3) --
all of whom stayed in
shanties erected on the
pavement. A bus passen-
ger, Ramesh, was also
injured, they said.

Sanction 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Delhi
Lieutenant Governor V K
Saxena has granted sanc-
tion to prosecute former
JNUSU vice president
Shehla Rashid Shora for
her tweets on the Indian
Army, officials said on
Tuesday. According to
officials at the L-G office,
the sanction is related to
a 2019 FIR registered
against her under IPC
section 153A at Special
Cell police station here on
the basis of a complaint
by an advocate Alakh
Alok Srivastava.

Nab
KKhhaannddwwaa:: Kolkata Police
has nabbed a man who was
earlier associated with the
banned SIMI from Khandwa
in Madhya Pradesh, a
police officer said on
Tuesday. The man was
arrested in the past in three
cases including two under
the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Amendment
Act (UAPA), he said.

Oil leak
KKhhaaggaarriiaa:: A village in Bihar
on Tuesday witnessed a
mad scramble for petrole-
um, suddenly up for grabs
from an oil pipeline
extended up to Assam,
which appeared to have
developed leakage, said a
senior police officer. The
proverbial gold rush, albeit
unauthorized, was wit-
nessed in Khagaria district,
about 180 km from the
state capital, confirmed
the Superintendent of
Police Amitesh Ravi.

Quashes
KKoocchhii:: The Kerala High
Court on Tuesday
quashed a Left govern-
ment order banning plas-
tic carry bags below 60
GSM in the state. Justice
N Nagaresh held that the
state government does
not have authority to
impose such a ban.

Rescue work
HHaappuurr:: A four-year-old
boy fell into an open
borewell in the Kotla
Sadat area here on
Tuesday, officials said.
The boy was playing near
the borewell when he fell
inside, they said. Family
members and officials
reached the spot as soon
as news spread.
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Artists dressed as goddess Kali
dance during a procession on the

occasion of Sakat Chauth, in
Prayagraj, Tuesday.
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New Delhi, Jan 10 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday refused urgent hear-
ing of a plea seeking the
court's intervention to declare
the crisis in Uttarakhand's
Joshimath a national disaster,
saying there are "democrati-
cally elected institutions" to
deal with the situation and all
important matters should not
come to it. A bench of Chief
Justice DY Chandrachud and
Justice P S Narasimha listed
the plea of Swami
Avimukteshwaranand
Saraswati of Joshimath for
hearing on January 16.
Advocate Parmeshwar Nath
Mishra, appearing for the
Swami, mentioned the plea
and sought its urgent listing
for Wednesday. "Everything
important need not come to
us. There are democratically
elected institutions to look
into it. We will list it on
January 16," the CJI said. The
lawyer had mentioned the

plea also on Monday for ur-
gent listing. "Mention again
on Tuesday after following the
due process when your mat-
ter is in the mentioning list,"
the bench had said. Saraswati
has contended that the inci-
dent has occurred due to
large-scale industrialisation
and sought immediate finan-
cial assistance and compensa-
tion to the people of

Uttarakhand. The plea has
also sought direction to the
National Disaster
Management Authority to ac-
tively support the residents of
Joshimath in these challeng-
ing times.

"No development is need-
ed at the cost of human life
and their ecosystem and if
any such thing is to happen,
then it is the duty of the

State and Union government
to stop the same immediately
at war level," the plea by the
Seer said.

Mumbai, Jan 10 (PTI):

Former ICICI Bank CEO
and MD Chanda
Kochhar and her hus-
band Deepak Kochhar
were released from jail
on Tuesday morning, a
day after the Bombay
High Court granted

them interim bail in a loan
fraud case, a police official
said. Chanda Kochhar walked
out of the Byculla women's
prison in Mumbai, while her
husband was released from
the Arthur Road jail, the offi-

cial said. The CBI arrested
Kochhars on December 23,
2022 in connection with the
Videocon-ICICI Bank loan
case. The couple had filed
petitions in the Bombay High
Court challenging their arrest,
terming it as illegal and arbi-
trary. The HC on Monday
granted them interim bail and
came down heavily on the
Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) for making
the arrest in a "casual and

mechanical" manner and with-
out application of mind. The
CBI named the Kochhars,
Videocon group founder
Venugopal Dhoot along with
Nupower Renewables (NRL) -
managed by Deepak Kochhar -
Supreme Energy, Videocon
International Electronics Ltd
and Videocon Industries Ltd as
accused in the FIR (first infor-
mation report) linked to the
case registered in 2019 under
Indian Penal Code sections
pertaining to criminal conspir-
acy and provisions of the
Prevention of Corruption Act.

Bengaluru, Jan 10 (PTI): 

A 30-year-old woman
and her toddler son were
killed after an under-con-
struction pillar of the
"Namma Metro"
(Bengaluru Metro) here
collapsed on Tuesday, po-
lice said.

According to police, the
incident took place around
11 am on Outer Ring Road
near HBR Layout in the
city, when the TMT bars
erected for the construc-
tion of a pillar fell on their
scooter. The height of the
pillar is said to be over 40
feet and weighing several
tonnes.

The duo was immediate-
ly rushed to a nearby hos-
pital by the bystanders,
but the woman and her
two and a half year-old son
succumbed to their in-
juries. "Both suffered head
injuries, we tried our best

to save them. There was
lot of blood loss already
and also fall in blood pres-
sure," doctors who treated
them said. The woman's
husband and other child,
who were injured, are
doing fine, they added.
Addressing reporters in
Dharwad, Chief Minister

Basavaraj Bommai as-
sured an inquiry into the
incident and compensa-
tion to the bereaved. "I just
got to know about it, we
will get it investigated...
we will ascertain the rea-
son for the collapse of the
pillar and provide com-
pensation," he said.

New Delhi, Jan 10 (PTI): 

Delhi was the most pol-
luted city in India in 2022
with PM 2.5 levels more
than double the safe limit
and the third highest aver-
age PM10 concentration,
according to an analysis of
Central Pollution Control
Board data.

PM2.5 pollution in the
national capital has re-
duced by over 7 per cent in
four years, from 108 micro-
grams per cubic metre in
2019 to 99.71 micrograms
per cubic metre in 2022, the
report by NCAP Tracker
said. NCAP Tracker is a
joint project of news portal
Carbon Copy and a
Maharashtra-based start-

up 'Respirer Living
Sciences' and is designed to
track India's progress in
achieving clean air targets.

The Centre launched the
National Clean Air
Programme on January 10,
2019 to reduce PM2.5 and
PM10 levels in 102 cities by
20 per cent to 30 per cent by
2024 (with 2017 being the
base year). Some more
cities were added to the list,
while some were dropped
subsequently.

Now there are 131 cities
which are called non-at-
tainment cities, as they did
not meet the national am-
bient air quality standards
(NAAQS) for the period of
2011-15 under the National
Air Quality Monitoring

Programme.
In September 2022, the

government set a new tar-
get of a 40 per cent reduc-
tion in particulate matter
concentration by 2026.

Among the most pollut-
ed cities with respect to
PM2.5 levels, Delhi (99.71
micrograms per cubic
metre) ranked first,
Haryana's Faridabad (95.64
micrograms per cubic
metre) ranked second and
Uttar Pradesh's Ghaziabad
(91.25 micrograms per
cubic metre) third, accord-
ing to the analysis of CPCB
data. PM2.5 is tiny particu-
late matter that is less than
2.5 microns in diameter
and can enter the lungs
and bloodstream.

Durg, Jan 10: 

Two men were killed in a clash
between two gangs allegedly
involved in stealing iron mate-
rials in  Durg district, a police
officer said on Tuesday.
The police on Monday arrest-
ed 18 persons and detained
three minors in connection
with the violence on Sunday
night, he said.
The CCTV footage of the
attack has gone viral on social
media in which a group of men
can be seen brutally hitting
one of the victims with sticks,
axes and bricks.
The members of the two
gangs got into a fight near a
railway crossing at Hathkhoj
village under Bhilai-3 police
station limits over gaining
dominance in the area, Durg
Superintendent of Police
Abhishek Pallava said.
The district has several iron
and steel plants including the
state-run Bhilai Steel Plant.

Those killed were identified as
Suraj Chaudhary and Manoj
Chaudhary, both in their 20s,
belonging to one gang, he
said. Both groups are allegedly
involved in the theft of iron
materials and have been at
loggerheads over establishing
supremacy in the area, said
Pallava, adding that further
investigations are underway.

Dantewada, Jan 10: 

At least 10 Naxalites,
among them eight carry-
ing cash rewards, surren-
dered before the police in
Chhattisgarh's insur-
gency-hit Dantewada dis-
trict on Tuesday, an offi-
cial said.

The Naxalites quit the
Maoist movement and sur-
rendered under the Lon
Varattu (return to your vil-
lage) campaign run by the
police in the district, the
official said.

The surrendered
Naxalites were identified
as militia platoon com-
mander Bandi alias Kolla
Madkam (30), militia
members Sona Madkam
(53), Hemant Kawasi (26),
Dudwa Korram (30), Masa
Mandavi (20), Lakhma
Mandavi (31), Nanda
Mandavi (33), Deva alias
Deepak Kashyap (31),
Masa Mandavi (30) and

Budhra Kashyap (36).
Eight of them were carry-
ing bounties ranging from
Rs 8,000 to Rs 10,000, he
said. The intelligence cell
of the Central Reserve
Police Force (CRPF)
played a significant role in
the process of surrender,
the officer said.

Chennai, Jan 10 (PTI): 

A day after the spat be-
tween the ruling DMK and
Tamil Nadu Governor R N
Ravi on the floor of the state
assembly, "#GetoutRavi"
posters, prominently featur-
ing Chief Minister M K
Stalin surfaced in some parts
of the city.

The hashtag was trending
on Twitter on Monday fol-
lowing Ravi's face-off with
the state government in the
Assembly where Stalin, also
president of the ruling DMK

piloted a resolution against
the Governor's deviation
from his customary address

to the Legislature and retain
the draft prepared by his gov-
ernment. However, in

Pudukottai, posters were put
up by local BJP functionar-
ies hailing Ravi. Many BJP
Twitter handles backed him
and slammed the ruling
DMK over the matter. Stalin's
son and state Minister
Udhayanidhi hailed what
happened in the Assembly on
Monday and said it was an
"unprecedented event" in the
history of the House.
"Normally our leader (Stalin)
makes the opposition run
with his replies (in the as-
sembly) but this time he
made the governor run," he
quipped at an event, in an ap-
parent reference to Ravi stag-
ing a walking out from the
Assembly on Monday.

Mumbai, Jan 10 (PTI): 

Aviation watchdog
DGCA on Tuesday issued
a show cause notice to Go
First for leaving behind 55
passengers in a coach at
Bangalore airport, after
finding that "multiple
mistakes" led to the inci-
dent.

On Monday, Go First op-
erated flight G8-116 from
Bangalore to Delhi but left
behind 55 passengers in
the passenger coach at
Bangalore airport.

"... in the instant case,
multiple mistakes such as

lack of proper communi-
cation, co-ordination, rec-
onciliation and confirma-
tion have resulted in a
highly avoidable situa-
tion," the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) said in a state-
ment.

The regulator has is-
sued the show cause no-
tice to Accountable
Manager/ Chief
Operation Officer of Go
First as to why enforce-
ment action should not be
taken against them for
dereliction of their regu-
latory obligations.

Rajouri (J-K), Jan 10 (PTI):

The recent terror attack in
Dhangri village in Jammu
and Kashmir's Rajouri dis-
trict left behind a trial of de-
struction with three families
losing their breadwinners.

Seven persons belonging
to a particular community
were killed and 14 others in-
jured when terrorists
swooped on Dhangri on
January 1, on the New Year
Day, and fired indiscrimi-
nately on the local residents
and left behind an impro-
vised Explosive Device (IED)
before fleeing under the

cover of darkness. While five
persons died in the firing,
two children -- aged four and
16 -- lost their lives in the IED
blast the next morning.

Among the dead were two
young brothers, a father-son
duo and an ex-serviceman,
who were the only breadwin-
ners of their families.

Saroj Bala (58) is shell
shocked and the only sur-
vivor in the family after her
two sons -- Deepak Sharma
(27) and Prince Sharma (21) --
died in the attack. Her hus-
band Rajinder Sharma had
died of a serious ailment
four years ago.

New Delhi, Jan 10 (PTI): 
The CBI has booked a former
Garrison Engineer posted at Naval
Dockyard, Visakhapatnam and oth-
ers for allegedly making payments
to contractors without execution
of tendered work causing a loss of
Rs 7.84 crore to the exchequer,
officials said Tuesday. The agency
has registered an FIR against
Prashant Shivhare, the then
Garrison Engineer, who allegedly
issued large number of tenders for
various works between August
2018 and March 2019, they said.

SC declines urgent hearing
on Joshimath subsidence

Says all important
matters need not
come to it

People shift furniture from a building following appearance of
major cracks, in Joshimath area of Chamoli district, Tuesday.

Amid civilian fears in the wake
of land subsidence in the
Joshimath area, fresh cracks
were seen on some houses in
Bahuguna Nagar of
Karnaprayag Municipality in
the Chamoli district of
Uttarakhand. Earlier, on
Monday, Sitarganj MLA
Saurabh Bahuguna said that
other villages near Joshimath
were facing a similar situation.
"Efforts are underway for reha-
bilitation of affected people in
Joshimath. We assure the safe-
ty of the people of Joshimath. I
have received calls about vil-
lages near Joshimath grappling
with a similar situation. The
chief minister will be briefed
on the same," the Sitarganj
MLA said. Water accumulation
under the ground in the affect-
ed area is considered to be in
Joshimath but the source of the
water is yet to be ascertained.

After Joshimath, 
cracks seen in another

U’khand town
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E Ex Banker Chanda Kochhar leaves jail 

Day after court
says arrest illegal

METRO PILLAR COLLAPSE

Mother-son duo killed

People gather at the accident site where a half broken iron structure
of a metro pillar fell, at Hennur Main Road in Bengaluru, Tuesday.

CBI books 
ex-Garrison

Engineer, others 
Rs 7.84 cr Naval
Dockyard scam

10 Naxalites surrender
before police

The surrendered Naxalites
were identified as militia
platoon commander Bandi
alias Kolla Madkam (30),
militia members Sona
Madkam (53), Hemant
Kawasi (26), Dudwa Korram
(30), Masa Mandavi (20),
Lakhma Mandavi (31),
Nanda Mandavi (33), Deva
alias Deepak Kashyap (31),
Masa Mandavi (30) and
Budhra Kashyap (36). Eight
of them were carrying
bounties ranging from Rs
8,000 to Rs 10,000.

About the surrender

Two killed in fight
between two gangs

The members of the two
gangs got into a fight near a
railway crossing at Hathkhoj
village under Bhilai-3 police
station limits over gaining
dominance in the area. Those
killed were identified as Suraj
Chaudhary and Manoj
Chaudhary, both in their 20s,
belonging to one gang. Both
groups are allegedly involved
in the theft of iron materials
and have been at loggerheads
over establishing supremacy
in the area.

About the incident

DRESS REHEARSAL

NCC cadets during a dress rehearsal ahead of Army Day, at MEG & Centre in Bengaluru, Tuesday. 

‘GetoutRavi’ posters crop up in TN
BJP hits back with
banners hailing him

Young women walk past posters that read '#GetOutRavi' pasted on a
wall, a day after Tamil Nadu Governor R.N. Ravi walked out of the
State Assembly during Assembly Session, in Chennai, Tuesday.

Terror Attack In Dhangri 

Three families lose
breadwinners

‘Delhi most polluted city in India in 2022’MULTIPLE MISTAKES

Go First gets notice after
50 passengers left on bus

Indore, Jan 10 (PTI): 

President Droupadi
Murmu on Tuesday said
the Indian diaspora has
become an important and
unique force in the global
system. Addressing the
valedictory session of the
Pravasi Bharatiya Divas
(PBD) convention in
Indore, the President
praised overseas Indians
for excelling in various
walks of life through hard
work and resilience.

"Indian diaspora today
has become an important

and unique force in the
global system, It has
grown into an energetic
and confident community
in every region," she said.

‘Indian diaspora an important
and unique force in global scene’

President Murmu during the
valedictory session of the 17th

Pravasi Bharatiya Divas 
convention, in Indore, Tuesday.


